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A picture or a thousand words? The use of 
images in the nineteenth-century periodical 
press, and how they are reproduced today.



…in the 19th century […] the written word was 
the only passport to knowledge.



Project deliverables:
• Full-text digital edition of six 

nineteenth-century serials freely 
available via the web

• Users navigate facsimile images 
of pages

• Searching text strings on OCR 
text

• Searching by  bibliographic, 
generic and thematic metadata

• Contextual and scholarly materials
ncse titles:

Monthly Repository (1806-1838) 
Publishers’ Circular (1880-1890) 

Tomahawk (1867-1870) 
English Woman’s Journal (1858-1864) 

Leader (1850-1859) 
Northern Star (1838-1852)



Research objectives:
• Compilation of most complete 

edition possible from public 
repositories and private collections

• Innovative approach to digital 
editing

– New model of scholarly editing in 
the digital domain

– Implementation of model through 
new approaches to digitisation 
and processing and development 
of hybrid software and bespoke 
interface

– New methods of text processing 
via text mining and data analysis

– New collaborative working model

“The Newspaper Editor,” Illustrated London News, 11 September 1880.



Changes of format and paper size in the Northern Star over its run.



Printing quality in the Monthly Repository 



Printing quality in the Northern Star



Department headers in the Northern Star



Changing mastheads in the Northern 
Star

The position on Fergus O’Connor’s 
weekly address to readers signals it as 
important content



Words as pictures - The death of Wellington

“The Duke of Wellington’s Funeral,” The Star of 
Freedom (previously the Northern Star), 13 November 
1852, p. 212

“The Duke of Wellington’s Funeral,” The Times, 6 

November 1852, p. 5.



Words as pictures - The death of Wellington

“The State Funeral: Burial of Wellington,” Leader, 3, 20 November 1852, pp. 1104-1105.



Words as pictures - The death of Wellington

“News of the Week,” Leader, 3, 18 September 1852, p.85 and 86.



Words in pictures – The Tomahawk

“The People’s Guide! Or the Man with the Muck-Rake,” Tomahawk, 1, 19 October 1867, unpaginated.



Reproduction challenges– The Tomahawk

Tiff images derived from two different microfilm frames, each captured under different lighting conditions.



What is a picture?

Fold out illustrations in the Tomahawk



What is a picture?

Left to right:

a printed finger post from the Monthly Repository in 1814 and a hand-drawn finger post from a margin in the same 
volume; and a British Museum Stamp for the back of an illustration plate in the Tomahawk; a finger post from an 
advert in the Publishers’ Circular in 1880 (“all orders”); and the heading to “Open Council,” the correspondence 
department from the Leader



What is a picture?

Mastheads from the six ncse titles:



Advertising wrapper of the Publisher’s Circular March 1890





Northern Star, first edition, 5, 20 August 1842, p. 1





A Picture or a Thousand Words? The Northern Star

Northern Star, second edition, 5, 20 August 1842, p. 1.


