A picture or athousand words? The use of
Images in the nineteenth-century periodical
press, and how they are reproduced today.

Dr Suzanne Paylor and Dr James Mussell
ncse [www.ncse.kcl.ac.uk]
s.paylor@bbk.ac.uk, .mussell@bbk.ac.uk




the only passport to knowledge.



ncse titles:

Monthly Repository (1806-1838)
Publishers’ Circular (1880-1890)
Tomahawk (1867-1870)
English Woman’s Journal (1858-1864)
Leader (1850-1859)
Northern Star (1838-1852)

Project deliverables:

» Full-text digital edition of six
nineteenth-century serials freely
available via the web

» Users navigate facsimile images
of pages

e Searching text strings on OCR
text

e Searching by bibliographic,
generic and thematic metadata

« Contextual and scholarly materials



“The Newspaper Editor,” lllustrated London News, 11 September 1880.

Research objectives:

 Compilation of most complete
edition possible from public
repositories and private collections

* Innovative approach to digital
editing
— New model of scholarly editing in
the digital domain

— Implementation of model through
new approaches to digitisation
and processing and development
of hybrid software and bespoke
interface

— New methods of text processing
via text mining and data analysis

— New collaborative working model



Changes of format and paper size in the Northern Star over its run.
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Printing quality in the Monthly Repository
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Changing mastheads in the Northern
Star
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Words as pictures - The death of Wellington

i
_______________ TUE STAR 0F FREZDAW [Mrrmnie
T BRY F TR JOURA | o B P e | o e
sl e e e e e e i Lt ;":n_.-d'"' "'ﬂ"mﬂ
My iy P e e Ty P s e L]
SEEEERL ST ghieme
e B . o S o g 4 e iy o e B s
P Ty T e U T

AT
m—

E e
] L

e . |3 Pt e SERL T e

= “—_r:' - - #h - g
P Eeiseeromereoiions
e ki e e P
__% e R S T S T
e e T S e
e e i SETh S PR
:‘E: | e B Ll L

Paam

H‘-..nt:!,% P et e SRS U
ks RS e e T S

nﬂﬁ 2] q I (SR ey
SR ! ;l" - rI][ B T s =
Phﬂ:ﬂ%ﬁl—.-r }! i;! E::a;ﬂm;‘?-??h:r_—&

Ty,

“The Duke of Wellington’s Funeral,” The Star of © - : " :
. ’ The Duke of Wellington’s Funeral,” The Times, 6

Freedom (previously the Northern Star), 13 November g

1852, p. 212 November 1852, p. 5.



z|d mm E‘_Eﬁ R O R R T
il qﬁ _mm *ﬁ_ﬁ“_mﬁ_“wh r_ mw Mﬂ_mmmw; L amm_,m_u i
_.M mw % i ﬁ..%m&ﬁ%ﬂﬁm%ﬁ u_mmum% il : mm__wﬁ_m_mw_m
i $_fa??ﬁ_m?:ﬁﬁfa%ﬁa_
_ﬂ_m —“__am_h—?u:m __.“ : “__.—.ﬂ * i qhmm_w" % ,. il ma MT “dﬂhm"mmmum
“_h_rrw&.m R L,_M_ &_hwur&_ mw.__ i mzmzuu

r} [ C——. - : it : i . Hi

gl === G B
m ! ﬂﬂ%wm%%%%mwﬁﬁw
i B a1 ¥ H M N ML

: L
,.E»m mw_wmmw.mmhﬁm.mwmm __mmm mw_::: w_ ]

i WEE._:“

g _mw _wm. i m_m
5 rq:._.m._mm:mmmwm_
| s
. R

Words as pictures - The death of Wellington
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“The State Funeral: Burial of Wellington,” Leader, 3, 20 November 1852, pp. 1104-1105.



Words as pictures - The death of Wellington
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“News of the Week,” Leader, 3, 18 September 1852, p.85 and 86.



Words in pictures — The Tomahawk
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“The People’s Guide! Or the Man with the Muck-Rake,” Tomahawk, 1, 19 October 1867, unpaginated.



Reproduction challenges— The Tomahawk

TIE PEOFLER

=
s " THE MAM YWIT THE MUCK-RAK
S LS TR T e T e i

Tiff images derived from two different microfilm frames, each captured under different lighting conditions.



What is a picture?

Fold out illustrations in the Tomahawk
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What is a picture?

4y

all orders

ﬁ; The Subscriptions Jr&f_ru_i_il attentmn. -~ Open Coueril,

[I¥ THIS DEPARTMENT, AS ALL OPINIONS, HOWEVER EXTREMH
ARE ALLOWED AN EXPRESSION, THE EDITOE NECESSARIL

HOLDS HIMSELF RESPONSIBLE FOR NONE.]

Left to right:

a printed finger post from the Monthly Repository in 1814 and a hand-drawn finger post from a margin in the same
volume; and a British Museum Stamp for the back of an illustration plate in the Tomahawk; a finger post from an
advert in the Publishers’ Circular in 1880 (“all orders”); and the heading to “Open Council,” the correspondence

department from the Leader



What is a picture?

Mastheads from the six ncse titles:
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Northern Star, first edition, 5, 20 August 1842, p. 1



MONUMENT TO THE MEMORY OF HENRY HUNT.

The Hue sbove shows whnt onght to bave oceupled fhis space; a
representation of the Hunt Mouument. The engraving is being axecuted
in London, Tt was to have been done on Monday last; it has not yet
arrived ; and we are obliged either to go to press without it; or disappeint
our Seotch friends, and all who get the First Edition of the Stwr. “This we
eannot think of doing under present circomstances, v they will be naturally
anxious to hear the news. The other cubwe bgve had ready now nearly

-4 fortnight; aod it wes the memty we were under, of sending the
drawing of the Monument furnished h}r the Committée back again o
Manehester to be re-drawn, that prevented us having that eut, too, in our
hands a week ago. Tlis morning's post bromght a letter from the
Fmg,ﬂnrgr, saying it would be dispatched by the Six o 'Clock irpin this
moring. That train arrives in Leeds at-four in the afternoon. It has
arrived ; but no Engroving. Perhaps the next traln may bring it.

{Etected fn the Chapsl ¥ard, Bvery Stest, Mancheoter, by the Working Peeple.)




A Picture or a Thousand Words? The Northern Star

Northern Star, second edition, 5, 20 August 1842, p. 1.



