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From Life on the Shelves to

Journalism as an Historical
Artefact in the Digital Domain

Dr Suzanne Paylor and Dr James Mussell
ncse [www.ncse.kcl.ac.uk]
s.paylor@bbk.ac.uk, .mussell@bbk.ac.uk




ncse titles:

Monthly Repository (1806-1838)
Publishers’ Circular (1880-1890)
Tomahawk (1867-1870)
English Woman’s Journal (1858-1864)
Leader (1850-1859)
Northern Star (1838-1852)
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Project deliverables:

Full-text digital edition of six
nineteenth-century serials freely
available via the web

Users navigate facsimile images
of pages

Searching text strings on OCR
text

Searching by bibliographic,
generic and thematic metadata
Contextual and scholarly materials



“The Newspaper Editor,” lllustrated London
News, 11 September 1880.

Research objectives:

» Compilation of most complete
edition possible from public
repositories and private collections

* Innovative approach to digital
editing
— New model of scholarly editing in
the digital domain

— Implementation of model through
new approaches to digitisation
and processing and development
of hybrid software and bespoke
interface

— New methods of text processing
via text mining and data analysis

— New collaborative working model
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The Challenge of Scale

Number of pages by year

@ Nunrber of pages

Distribution of 98,565 pages in ncse edition




The Challenge of Scale

1805: Universal Theological Magazine

[
1806: Monthly Repository of Theology and
General Literature

1827: Monthly Repository and Review of
Theology and General Literature
[

1831: Monthly Repository and 1832: Unitarian Chronicle
Review

|
1837: Monthly Repository 1833: Unitarian Magazine and
[and Retrospective Review] Chronicle

I

A ‘family tree’ of the Monthly Repository and its | 1835: Christian Teacher and
supplement the Unitarian Chronicle Chronicle




nineteenth-century serials edition
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The Challenge of Depth: Layout

T i e
s Hne |

The position on Fergus
O’Connor’s weekly address
to readers signals it as
important content



The Challenge of Depth: Typography
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The Challenge of Depth: Temporality
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Advertising pages from a heavily illustrated
Christmas number of the Publisher's Circular
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Northern Star, first and second edition, 5, 20 August
1842, p. 1. The first edition was published wanting
the illustration due to the late arrival of the train
carrying its plate.
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Changes of format and paper size in the Northern Star over its run.
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Left: two images of an illustration in the Tomahawk taken from microfilm. Right: an image of the same
page generated digitally directly from the hard copy.




- nineteenth-century serials edition

add to my persaonal folder

J.;.n-- |m1r\.rl-|.n.nnl-|-|l|.rr seand to a friend
Pageno: 1 2345670891011 12 1314 15 16

Great Fipger-Print Competition

First Prize, 85: Sizx Gramophonas
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Click the immage for a closer view,

The (baprsdara in 1d A8 mars pua libed meoitly &l srdr s gl mads from

SR B A
JUST TIME FOBR A

In this archive display of search results isolate content from its
context and some of the content of the segment (see highlight
left) is lost. On selecting full page view users can only zoom in
on segments of content rather than elements of form.
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Source: British Library digitisation of the Penny
lllustrated News:

http://www.collectbritain.co.uk/system/paper/



. nineteenth-century serials edition

Bibliographical Control and Editorial Choices: Determining the reader/user
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Mastheads from the six ncse titles and a British Museum Stamp for the back
of an illustration plate in the Tomahawk
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Representation: Edition structure

Edition
- Title
- Volume #1
- Front Matter
- Number #1 (edition town/country/#)

- wrapper
- number contents
- department #1
- item #1
- item #2
- etc...
- department #2
- department #3
etc...
- Number #2
Etc.
- Index
- End Matter
- Volume #2

Etc...
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The volume title page for 1881 appearing in the advertising section of the January 16 1882 issue
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Bibliographical Control and Editorial Choices
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Portraits of prominent Chartists issued with the Northern Star



Bibliographical Control and Editorial Choices: Representing material ideals
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Bibliographical Control and Editorial Choices: Representing material ideals

nineteenth-century serials edition
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The English Woman'’s Journal and Tomahawk which do not have a clear department>item

structure






Fold out illustrations in the Tomahawk
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Representation: Metadata schema

ncse Essential Metadata Fields

A. Number Level
Metadata

T e M s kel

&1, Penodicd Tide

B2 D clay

&3, O man

B4 O yaar

&5, Page gpan

BE. S

A7, Senes

BE. Vil

&4, Furmnbesr

&0 Exchiinn

&11. Bibbooraphical
Locaanic o i mibss]

B. Department Level
Metadata

InkFented Fetadats (irom numosr]

Pariodical Tilk
Daie: day
Crate manih
Chabi e
Souncs
Sariag
Wolame
Humber

A10. Editica

4811, BEdipgraphical Locaon
| LrTisE

EERANEERZ

inputted M=tadala

E1. Depatrert Titks
B Dt G il o
sbadals

. tem Level
Metadata

Infeariied kalackais |from deparment]

&1. Fenodicd Tide

&2 Dans clay

&3, Das man

& Do yaar

&5 Source

AT, Sedied

&8 Wolume

A PTEST

&10. Edibon

&11. Eblcgraphica Localon [numiss]
B1. Cengrmesn Tida

B2 Csparimesnd Ganan Mabasis

Ing = Manactaia

1. Faganumbar

2. Pags Span

L Biblaographic Lees gion [iem)
Cd. Ham Eerenc Metadaia

C5 Inage Decsnpisn




Bibliographical Control and Editorial Choices: identifying thematic content

ilnqri:nlﬂf:" AssavLT.—~On Wednesday, two™ athletic
young men, named John Hurlock and William Fleming,
were placed at the bar before M Broughton, charged
with having assaulted and wounded" police_constable
Walter White,” of the G 'division, whereby bis life had
been seriously endangered. Shortly beforé one o'clock
on the morning of the 22d instant, the complainant was

called to suppress a disturbance in a public-house, in
Holywell.lane, 'Sharediteh, and on enter ng the house,
found n tumultuous mob assembled in front of the bar,
amongst whom were the two prisoners, The instant he
endeavoured to separate the assemblage and get them out

of the house, he was attacked by the prisoners, and

Police report from the Northern Star, May 2, 1846
concerning a violent disturbance in a pub

XLIIL—PARE AND PLAYGROUND

Vensts GIN-PALACE AND PRISON.
+

ARE wo better than we were in the olden :

nuch # M%maddvmﬂmmﬂﬁimlgﬂm
!n:rqumtltm;tmitiaﬂmomm,ﬂmthamﬁmalﬁnpmmmt
Enmomm;—mdgoudfe-uﬂng-iuhymmmmpwﬁmhtha
ncrease of knowledge. Of that fmprovement ‘a good indication s
given in the ehange of recrentions of nll ranks; and while we find,
in the fwo extremes of society, little ground fur self.gratulation,

of progross, morel as well as fntellotusl. It in of the lopst wdu-
cated classen we mean to speal ; of their opportunitios of acquiring
good or evil habits, theix temptations, their vices and sufferings, and

aoureas of instruotion, rational rocreation, snd refingment,

]m
devised for theri by those who have been raisad, by Providence, u
: scale.

Commentary piece on the effects of drink of the working
classes in the English Woman'’s Journal, 1858, p. 306
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Bibliographical Control and Editorial Choices: Representing thematic content
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Detail from ncse’s working concept map
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Rich page content:

(Pictures)
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Left to right:

a printed finger post from the Monthly
Repository in 1814 and a hand-drawn
finger post from a margin in the same
volume; a finger post from an advert
in the Publishers’ Circular in 1880 (“all
orders”); and the heading to “Open
Council,” the correspondence
department from the Leader
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Mew Books for Chuistn§ and Few ear's Gift
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Advertising pages from the Publisher's Circular
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