
^Alt hough , by the Resolution of the Meeting in which this Association
originate d, the members of the present Committee continue an office till
the General Meeting of 1820, they conceive it to be thei r duty to give apt,
account , in the mean time, to the members of the Association , of the
matters which have occupied their consideration during the short interval
which has elapsed since their appoi ntment .

The objects to which the Committee of this Associati on can be called
upon to direct their attention , must of course be very uncert ain in thei r
occurrence. The cases in which they may have to afford their assistance
and support to resist aggr ession, will (it is to be hoped) seldom occur,
and the pr opr iety of endeavours to enlar ge the limits of rel igious freedom,
must depend, for the most park , on the contingency of opportunities favour-
able to exerti on.

The only matter of public interest , in which the Commit tee have hi-
therto felt themselves called upon by the genera l wish to interfere , is the
present state of the Ma rri age law as it more peculiarl y affects Unitarian
Dissenters ; and they have thought the present a fit time for the agitation
of the question*

On investi gating the subject, they have found that the grievance com-
plained of is one comparati vely of irer y modern ori gin ;—that pri or to the
Mar riage Act, which was passed only 66 years ago, all Dissenters were
legally entitled to the celebra tion of marr iage as a ceremony , in the mann er
most consona nt to tfceir parti cular opinions , so as the legal requisi tes of a
contract bindin g- on the parties wer e preserved ;-*tbat they have , therefore ,
now only to ask for a restor ation of the rights which have been suspended
by the operation of an act which it is evident was never intend ed to in-
fringe on reli gious libert y ; and art *, at any ra te, entitled to claim that the
service in which they are requi red to join, should not be one totally repug-
nant to *heir feelings and opinions. It appears to the Committee indw-
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jmtable , th at by the ancient law of thi s countr y , as well as of perha ps all
other Ch ristian State s, marria ge is essentia lly a civil contract ; and that
th ough in the progress of the ecclesiastica l spirit of appropriati on, whi ch
sought t<y brin ^ the properties ! and business 6f all mank ind under its
jurisdiction , attem pts were made , as far as the power of the Church ex-
tende d , to usurp the controul and celebrat ion of the marriage ceremon y ;
yet that hi the eye of the law , so far at any rate as it regarded the legal
consequ ences of marriage , the subsisten ce of a bind ing contract between
the parties was alone essenti al or Mtt&tenal , The Dissenter s, therefore , of
England , were enti tled to the celebratio n of their marr iages, more espe-
cially after the date of the Toleration Act , which legalized their rel igious
services ,—and that these marriage s were valid in law, is clear fr om the
existence at the pr esen t day of the same right asserted in actual • practice
among the Quakers , with regard to whom the legM question rests at this
moment on pr ecisely the same grounds as it did with respect to the general
bod y of Dissenters before the Act 6f the 26 George II.

It is however true , that the Dissenters in general did before that act
conform in practice to the rit ual of the Church * and several reason s contri -
buted to induce this. It was, in the first place, of extreme importa nce
that publ icity and regularit y shoul d take place in celebrat ing and recordin g
the marriage contract :—in the next place, the Dissenters agreed for the
most part in doctrine with the Church , and many of them felt little or no
repugnance to occasi onal conformit y ;—and lastl y, thoug h the common
law courts supported thei r marriages ,:arid the ecclesiastical courts had no
power to ann ul th em , yet the latter had in several ways the means of
annoyance and inconvenience to those who did not submit to their regu-
lations .

In this state of things the Marriage Act was passed, and appears to
have met with no opposition from the Dissenters , for the same reasons
which had induce d them to conform in pre vious practice . The measure
was undoub tedly inte nded by those ,who brought it forward , as a* mere
matt er of civit regulation : in th ose cases where it app eared , to clash with
rel igious disci pline or opi nion , relief was readil y extend ed, by excepting
the parties fro m its operation ; and upon the same princi ple the Uni taria ns
of the present day are (especially since the extension in their favour of
the benefit of the Toleration Acts) entitled to claim the same indu lgence,
as one which , they are warra nted in say ing, it appears from the tenor of
the Marriage Act , would hav e been granted them , if th ey bad been of
sufficient political consideration to have rendered it easy or prudent for
them to protest against it at the time it passed.

The Com mittee dir ected their attention in the first place to fra nri pg- a
petition to the Legislature , which they might recommend to the adoption
of those who should be desirous to come forward on the occasion. Several
petit ions have accordi ngly been signed by individu als of differen t ccmgre-
gations , and forwarded for presentm ent to member s, of the two ltouses of
Parl iament ; the princi pal of, thase to, the House of Commons being in-
tr usted to William Smith , Esq., who readil y prom ised his assista nce on
the occasion.

On the subject of the relief to be sought , different opinions maytpprli^ps
be formed,,and have indeed existed in the Committee. It would .eprtain jy
be ;the faires t and most libera l plan to release every Dissenter from a >conv-
pulsive conformity , to the Esta blished Chu rch ,.and to make \ttye J fig^l

. contract agai n, in practic e as, vyeJ ^
as theory, ..la.erely eivy, f ^CMiri|i  ̂ Jth e

.essentials of regul ttj rity ia cdebration aad recoord, and leaving jeacU iiidi-
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viSual to add to the- legal cont ract suehf relfgtbus rites -as might appear W
himself expedient or pro per : but unless tKe 'genera l bddy of' Dissenters
w«re> likely to unite zealously i n support of such a pro position , it does
n&t j 5eem<at all pro bable so import ant a strange in thie civil ptol Eey of the
countr y would be proposed with a any chanc e of success ; and if they are
in general not incline d to object to perform the ceremon y (considerin g it
as a matter of civil regulation) in the Ohorch; the utmiost perh aps wfticb'
is likely to be obtained , o? which it might be prudent to ask , would We to
be relieved from joining in the devotional part of the service . This might
be very readi ly effected by an act to perm it the 'celebratio n and reg istratio n
of the marria ges of th ose Dissent ers* whfo' shoul d require it , on the use of
that part of tb& service only which contains the mutual plightin g of the
parti es, and is purely civiL This mode would,* in faet^ secure ;all the mit-
nicipal objects of the Marriage A**;, at thfe same time ttot it would put an
end to th e anomalous conformit y which Dissente rs are at present tiblig^d
by law to practise to the rel igious services o^aChurcb j from which ' the
same laws protect them in > separating ; and it would leave th em, of course,
at full libert y to add , if < they pleased, tf r these civil regulations any reli-
gious service ^ffoieh they might th ink proper to adopt , at thei r own place
of worsh ip.

There * is undoubted ly a middle course which may come under consi-
deration , (th ough likely, perha ps, on several accounts to meet witW mere
opposition,) that of allowing* each ' sect thfc celebration of the mar riag e
ceremon y according to its own form, providin g only for proper registratio n
in the parochial register , on the certificat e of' competent person s, and on
payment to the minister of the accustomed fees. It is, hbwever , perhap s
premat ure to discuss at any great length ' this braiich : of the subject. Jt
will be bro ught generall y under the consideration of thie Legislature ; and
th  ̂ mode in which relief may be afforded ^ 

if at all, will' prob ably depend
upon considerations on which it is impossible to speculate in anti cipation,
with any degree of certainty .

The Gommittee wtBf perha ps, be expected r to notice thie subject which
was much under discussion at the time the Association commenced ,'
namely, the liabilit y of a congregation to dispossession of property arisin g
^ven from " its own immediate cont ri butions,\ on i account 4 of any chan ge
(whether real or existing only in the deductions of legal fiction) in its
opinions or discipline. The Committee need hard ly say  ̂ that th ey:would,
whenever called upon for their assista nce on such an occasion , do all * in
their power to oppose a position so hostile*to the progress ;of^free inquiry,
and the exercis e of complete reli gious libert y^—so incousist ent with the
true and enlar ged princi ples on which Dissenters form themse lves into *
societies. They have not, however , .been* called upon: ;to inter fere on the
subject ; an<l they trus t that the disgraceful i attempt rwhicb was recently*
made , or countenanced by persons calling themselv es by the nam e of
Dissenters , while they violated ;wery pri ncipjle that >could entitle them to  ̂it; •
will, on cooler reflect ion, be abaadooed.

In the discussion of the case to whieb>t^Comi»iltee ?h ave j6st referred ^
a point was also rais ed of considerable importance , as it was levelled not
only against the propert y but the liberty of Unitarians , who, it will be
recollected, were there contended to be still subj ect to prosecution as
offenders against the Christianity - said 1 to be alone recognized by law.
Hie Committee have not found it necessar y to take any steps towards
removing- the doub t which has been th us rais ed, par ticu larl y as it seems
involved in the consideration of a case which may still be said to be under
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judicial decision , and they can there fore only observe , that the more the
arg uments used in supp ort of the pro position jus t alluded to are considered ,
the less founda tion do they appear to have in any princi ples which would
not equally apply to the whole body of Dissenters , who differ in any degre e
from the doctrines of the Established Church .

The Committee , in concl usion , are happy to have it in th eir power to
congratulate the General Meeting on the gra dual , and they trus t, firm
establishment of " The Unitarian Association " They are able to report
many congregations as having alread y uni ted themselves in supp ort of its
objects ; and they have no doubt tha t th ey shall , before the next meeting ,
enrol in its connexion by far the great er part of the existing bodies of
Unitarians in the king dom. It must be unnece ssary for the Committee to
enlarge on the beneficial influence of institutions like the present. Inde-
pendent of thei r utility in red ressing actual injurie s, and protecti ng the
propert y or liberty of those whom the mere want of means and proper
advice would deprive of the power of resistance to oppre ssion, their
preventive efficacy would alone enti tle them to public support . The mere
knowled ge that such associations exist for prompt interferen ce against
bigoted and vexatious aggression , it is well know n has a constant bene-
fici al operation in deterring those who might otherwise be tempted to
indulge in the petty arts of persecu tion. There are many subjects pecu-
liarly pr essing on the considerati on of Unitarians which do not affect other
Dissenters , and can only receive the att ention necessar y to secure success
in their endeavours for relief and support , from an union of the exertions
of those who are more peculiarl y interes ted. In thi s they are only fol-
lowing the example of several other bodies of Dissenters ; and while they
ojbl every occasion zealously and heart ily unite with their bre thren in
promoting the general interest , they are surel y—-by a division of the
labour —by exerting th emselves in their separate capacity to remove those
difficulties that more immediatel y press upon their notice—ad vancing
the great work , without the accomplishment of which none ought to rest
satisfied ,—the comp lete removal of all civil penalt ies and disabilities in
matte rs of religion *

At the General Meeting held as above-mentioned ,

It was Resolved,
That the Report of the Committee rea d by the Secretar y be received ,

and th at the same, togethe r with the R ules of the Association and a List
of the Congregational and individ ual Subscribers , be printed and cir-
culate d.

Th at the Meeti ng have heard with much satisfaction th e lists of sub-
scri ptions from congregations and individ uals ; and as the objects of the
Association embrace the intere sts of Unitarian congregations in everj r
part of the ki ngdom, th ey earnestl y recommend the union of the greatest
possible number both of individual and congregational subscribers , in order
to enable it to act upon any emergenc y with prom ptitu de and effect.

•* ¦ ¦* *¦
* ' *" ¦ ' •• ' ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ iM|k .
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1. This Society shall be denomina ted " The Uni tarian Association for
the Prote ction of the Civil Rights of Unitar ians."

2« The Association shall consist of individual subscribers , and of the
representatives of congregations making an annual contribution.

3. The qualificati on of individual s, as members of this Associatio n, shall,
be an annual subscri ption of not less than 10s. 6rf. or a donation of not
less than hi. 5s.

4. Every congr egation contri buti ng annuall y not less than one guinea,
shal l be at libert y to send two representative members . Officiatin g mi*
Bisters of congregations shall be eligible as represen tatives .

5, An Annual General M eeting of the Association shall be holden on
tlie Thursd ay in the Whitsun week.

6. A Committee , consisting of ten persons , resident m or near London ,
shaft be chosen at the Annual Meeti ng, to transact the business of the
Association, of whom four , viz..those who shall have given the least atten -
dance at Committe e Meeti ngs, shall be ineligible for one year.

7. A Treasurer and Secretary shall also be chosen at the Annual Meeting,
who shall be added to the Committee . The Treasure r shall receive sab*
scri ptions , and make all necessar y disbursements on accoun t of the Asso-
ciation ; and the Secre tar y record its minutes , cond uct its corr esponden ce,
and summon Committee and Gener al Meeti ngs.

8. In all meeti ngs of the Committee , the pr esence of five members shall
be necessary for proceeding to busin ess.

9 All subscri ptions shal l be paid in advance , and be considered as due
on the 1st of January in each year. And no person shall be allowed to
vote at an Annual Meeting until his subscri ption for the cur rent year be
paid.

10. The above Rules shall not be altere d except by two-thirds of the
members present at a General Meeting. Any alter ations intended tp bs
propose d to the Society must be first notified to the Committe e at ope ot
its meetings.

r 
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Congregations united to the Association.

Minister.
Alnwick - Rev. W. Probert
Bessels Green - - - Matthew Har ding
Bri ghto n - - - -
Boston - - - . - D. W. Jones
Birmingham , (Old Meeting ,) - R. Kell and S. W. Browne -
Bristol , (Lewins Mead ,) - - J. Rowe and L.Carpent er ,LL.D>
Chich este r - - - J ". Ful lagar
Ctedif on - - - J . P. Hinton
Ditto, donation -
Collumpton - J. Davi s -
Carma rthen - - • J.: Evans
CoJch esfer - - J. Meek - -
Dorch ester -
Deptford - " . - - - William Moon
Dover - - - - Benjamin Marten
Ditch ling
Elland - - - - J. Beattie -
Exeter (George's Meeting) - J . Manning and W. Hincks -
Framlin gham - - ' - S. S. Toms
Falmouth - - K
Glouces ter . . .  Theophilus Browne -
Godaltnin g - - - John Ellis and T. Moor
Hackney , (Gravel -Pit ,) ¦ *.- - R . Aapland
Liverpool , (Renshaw Street ,) - G. Harris -
Ditt o, (Cross -Hal l Street ,) -
Lutton . - - — Smith -
Lincoln - James Hawkes
Lynn , {Norfolk ,) - B. Treleaven
Maidstone - Abraham Harris ¦** -
Mo re ton Hampstead - J . Smethurs t
Mancheste r, (Mosley Street ,) - — Hawkes
Newport , (Isle of Wight ,) - - William Stevens
Noitwi<$h> - f -  - Thoma s Mad ge
Nottin gham - - -
Plymouth - - - Israel Wor sley -* .
Palgrave - - - .. - Ch. Valenti ne
Parliament Cdurt , London - W. J . Fox
Rossend ale (Newch nrch) - - Joh n Ash worth
Reading - J . B. Smith -
Shrewsb ury - - - — Case -
Swansea <> Edmund But cher
Sidinout h - ~ - R. Awbrey
Soh am *
Sheffi eld - -. .  ̂ N. Phili pps, D. D.
Thorn e and Siauiforth - G. Gaskell
Ten terd en • L. Holden
Ditto , donation - - - -  - •
Taunto n - ' - - J . L. Fenner and H- Davies -
l̂ homas^s St., Southwark - - Dr. T. Rees
Tavistock - W. Evans
Wisbeach Congregation * N. Walker
Warwick -
Worsh ip Stree t, London - - James Gilchrist
York ' . - ..¦ . . -

¦
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Asplan d, Rev. Robert , Hackn ey Road -
Alieiv Mr . Samuel , Stratfo rd - - -Asifey, Rev. Richard , Hal ifax
Butler , A. P ., Esq.

_JBtawri iJg-, Mr . Joh n -
Blake, Rev. W., Crewkerne -
Brent , Joh n, Esq. , Rother h ith e - - .
Cord y, Joh n, Esq. , Worlin gworth , near Eye, Suffolk - -Christie , Joh n, Esq. - - - - - - ..
€ordeil , Mr . John , Bishopsgate Street .
Chatfeild , John , Esq. , Stockwel l, Surrey - - ' J
Carsiake , Jo hn , Esq. , Sidmouth - - . -Carslake , Jo seph Henr y, Esq. , Musberr y - - J
Car penter , Rev. Dr. , Bristol - - * . J
Coo ke, T , Esq. , Isle of Wight -
Ellison , Mr. Henry , Liver pool - - - -
Everet, Dr ., Stepney Green - - - - . .
Fwlla gar, Rev . J. , Chichesler - - - . .
Fisher , Thomas, Esq. , Dorch ester
Fisher , John , Esq. , Dittor Fehton , Mr. James, Leeds - - -  ̂ J
Teriiie , Joseph, Esq. , Leadenhal l Street - . -
Fox, Rev. W J. , Suffolk Place , Hackney Road
Freeman ^ Mr . Thomas - - - _
Freeman , Rev. S., Enfield
Flower , Benjamin ,' Esq. , Hackney Road
Greve / Mr. John - - • •
Gosford , Rev. , 25, Mount Street , Win tech ape!
Gibson , Thomas , Esq. , Trum p Stre et, Chea p side
Gilchrist , Rev. J. , Newingtori Gr een - - -
Grey i Mr. Robert , Alnwtek - -  ̂ - J
Hurry , Ives, Esq. , Lond on Wall -
Hornb y, Mr. Thomas , 106, Fenchurch Street - - , -
Harris , Mr. James - - . . -. ' ,.
Hard y, Thomas  ̂ Esq. Walworth -
Hurr y, Thomas, Esq., Great Yarmouth -
Hart , Mr. , Spitalfields - ' - - -
Jac ques, Mr. C . A., Chichester -
Jo hnson , Joseph, Esq ., Liver pool -
Johnsto n, Ebeneze r, Esq. 5 Re\ r . William Johnston ; and Rev.

Thomas J ervis/ (Executors of the late Swan Downe r, Esq.) -
King-sford , Sampson , Esq., Cant erbury -.
Ken rick , James , Esq. , Wrexham -
Leach, Mr. , Hackney -
Lloyd, C, LL.D., Keppel Street , Russell Square
Luccock , Mr. J. , Birming ham -
Ludlow, Mr. Joseph, Somers Town -
Leigh, W., Esq. , Salcombe -
Mars om, Mr . Jo hn, Smitb field - - - -
Mars den, Mr. Thomas , Kingston
Man ning', W* O., Esq. , Chelsea
Middl eton, Mr . J esse, St. Marti n's Lane
Mnrt ineaii , Mr . Robert - - ¦ -
Ma ckintosh  ̂ Jo hn, Esq., Exete r

" ¦«
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0 10 6
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0 10 6
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0 10 6
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0 10 6
1 1 0

0 10 6
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Mauri ce, Rev, M., Frenchay , Bristol -
Marsden , Mr., SouthWa rk . - - r -
Price , Will iam, Esq. , Glouces ter - - , - .. ..

Parsons , Joh n, Esq., Uplancl Hou se, Bridgrcwater
Parkes , Samuel , Esq. , Goswell Street -.
Plomer , George , Esq., Canterbury - - - -
Paws ey, R. , Esq. , Bury St. Edmunds . - .
Rowa n, Archibald Hamilton , Esq., Leinster Street , Dubli n
Ditt o, annual ¦ • - -• - - -
Rickman , Mi\ Caleb, Offam , near Aiundel - - -
Richmond , C, Esq. , Lamb 's Buildin gs, Tem ple - . • . '
Rutt , J. T., Esq., CJa ptoa - - -
Rober ts, l\|r. - - - - ** - -
Robin son, G., Esq. , 31, Fenchurch Str eet - -
Rothei ;ham, John , Esq., Staple Inn - - -
Rees, Dr . Thomas , Kennin g ton
Swan , Mr. Ed ward , Earsden Fore st , near Mor peth
Skirrow , S., Esq. , 4, High Street , Borough - - ¦ -
Spur rell, Mr. Jose ph, Hackne y - - - -»
Smai l field , Mr. G., Homer ton - - - -
iSmilh, Mr. W., King Street , Snow Hill - - -
Spark es, S., Esq. , Orewkerne - . - . -
Spytiftjj, Mr. , Borough - - - . -
-Spyriri g, JW r. J. T. - - - - - * -
Taylor, Mr . John , Norwich - -
Taylor , Mr. Joh n, Jun. , Bury Court , St. Mary Axe
Taylor , Mr . Rich ard , Shoe Lane
Taylor, Mr. Ed gar , Temple - - - . . .- :
Teshmake r, Mr. - - - - . -
Teulon, M r. , White chapel - - - . ¦ -
Talfourd , T. N., Esq., Tem ple - - -
Townend , Mr. John , Shoreditc h - - ¦ - -
Townend , Mr. Geor ge, Ditto - - - -
Titfo rd , Mr . Richar d , Ditto - - - - -
Waiawright , R., Esq. , Gray 's Inn - - ¦
Young, James , Esq. , Hackney -

Don.
£• a. d.
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1 1 0
0 10 6
1 1 0
1 1 0
0 10 6
0 10 6

1 1 0

Subscri ptions, &c, are received bv the Treasure r, Jam es Young-, Esq. , 16,
'Chan ge Alley h and by the Collector , Mr. W. J . Titford , No. 49, Coleman Street.
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