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REV. CHARLES WINTER.

HE subject of these memoirs was the eldest son of Mr.
| F ranus Winter, a farmer of the parish of Bedwellty, in
Monmouthshlre, and a member of the established church.”  He
was born 1n the year 1700.- I have not learnt who were his first
preceptors, but find that, at an carly age, he was apprenticed
to a Surgeon at Newport. His master dying soon-afterwards,
Charles returned to his father, who wished him to prepare for
orders 1n the Church of England. But the young man was more
inclined to join the Dissenters. He wished to unite himself to
the Baptist denomination. His father, when he found this,
charged Mr. Morgan Griffiths, minister of the Baptist congre-
gation at Hengod, not by any means to baptise his son Charles
or he would be revenged upon him in a way which needs not
now -be mentioned, and which I trust he did not mean to
adopt ; at least he never attempted any violence, even after
Charles was baptised.

Soon after his voluntary and personal submission to this
Christian ordinance, Mr. Winter was encouraged by some of
his baptist friends, to attend the lectures of Mr. Fosget at
Bristol, preparatory to his entering on the duties of the Christian
ministry ; but finding that the students, in the Academy at
Carmarthen, had full liberty of Judgmg for themselves, he
chose the latter situation, and became a pupil of Mr. Perrot
though his expenses there were much® greater than they would
have been at Bristol.

Having finished his studies at Carmarthen, he was chosen
assnstant to Mr. Morgan Griffiths, by the church of Hengod,
in the year 1725, and was soon found to favour the doctrine of
geueml redemaption, Nor was he singular in this respect ;
many of his fellow members entertained similar notions, incon-
sistent with the Baptist confession of faith.

In the year 1730, the assocaation of the ministers and mes-
scngers of the Baptlst churches 1n Wales was held at Hengod,
and the opinions of Mr. Winter and several of the other mem-

YOL, I. N,



114 - Rev. Charles Winter.

bers were made the subject of discussion; some particulars of,
which remain to this day in the hand-writing of Mr. Winter, .
He states, that Mr. John Harry, minister of Blaenagwent,
publicly proposed the following question, ¢ Whatis to be done
to those who believe general redemption and free will, and that
man can be saved without the grace of God?” No answer
being given, he desired those who entertained these senti-
ments, immediately to own them, doubtless in order to bring |
' on an open discussion. I o

Mr. Winter rose and said, ¢ No doubt can be entertained,
that I, and a few who have embraced. similar sentiments, are
the people adverted to on- this eoccasion; agd therefore, I feel
myself bound to assert the doctrines,—that Christ died for all,
and that man’s will is free to do good or evil, without any irre-
sistible control. But I do not expect to. be. saved without the
grace of God, as salvation and all other blessings are the effects
of his favour.”” Having modestly given his reasons for these
opinions, and referred to John 11i. 16. | John ii. 2. Heb. ii. 9,.
&c. 1n support of them ; he begged to be informed, whether
or not it was Judas Iscariot’s duty to believe in Christ for sal-
vation ? Being answered in the affirmative, Mr. W. observed,
““ That he could not see that it was the duty of any but those for
whom Christ died, to believe in him. for salvation. If then
Christ died for Judas, why not for all ?”’ |

The mimsters feeling, as it should seem, unable to resist this
conclusion, were about to draw him off from the subject by
foreign questions, when Mr. Jacob Isaac, a farmer and one of
the members, requested that the subject might be fully dis-
cussed, before any other was introduced. Mr. Thomas, i his
History of the Baptists in Wales (printed at Carmarthen, 1778,)
p-.113, says, < I have not heard that Mr. W.. who was a young
man of a mild temper, more disposed to hear than to speak,
said much at this meeting, though Mr. Abel Francis and some
of the Hengod members, pleaded much in favour of general
redemption.” However, Mr. W, and the people who adhered
to him were commanded to leave the house, and the meeting
was soon closed mn confusion, as appears from a manuscript left
by him to his successors in the church of Craigfargod.

After this, a paper containing articles of faith was laid be-
fore him, and he thought proper to subscribe, partly perhaps
because thev were moderate, and partly because he wished not
to make a division in the church. His adherents did the same,
except the above-mentioned Mr. Isaac, who protested against
subscribing any thing but the Bible, and who for that reason
was no longer admitted to communion at Hengod, but was
cordially received by the Calvinistic Paedobaptist congregation
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at Penmain. Mr. Rees Davis, a schoolmaster, also declined
“subscribing.—Behold ‘thé liberality of one congregation and the
 want of itin another! : |

Mr. Winter, after these transactions, continued to assist in
the ministry during the life of Mr. Griffiths the pastor. Seve-
ral persons well acquainted with both, have informed me that
Mr. Griffiths used to treat Mr. W. with much esteem and, af-
fection, on account of his worth and superior information; that
he would frequently say, ¢ Charles is my dear son ;”” and when
‘desired to explain some difficult passages of scripture, he

vould sometimes ' reply, ¢ ask Charles and he will expound
‘them to you.” The pilous aged wish not to becloud the merit
of youth. No wonder Mr. W. should endeavour to ingratiate
himself with a man of such benevolence of heart. |

‘When near dying, he recommended Mr. W. as his succes-
sor. The congregation, however, differing from Mr. W. in
sentiments, chose Mr. Griffith Jones as ‘their chief minister,
who tvas not so united-in love to the surviving, as the deceased
pastor had been. Notwithstanding, the two' ministers were
‘useful in their office, and the church was benefited, until” Mr.
Jones reuioved to America in 1749. When departing, he re-
‘eommended to the congregation, to éxamine Mr. Winter
again, and if they should find him not-sound in what he called
the faith, to elect Messrs. James and Edwards, two young men
beginning to preach, as their future ministers; implying here-
by, that Mr. Winter’s services were no longer to be received.

- He was accordingly examined several times ; but he, -neither
giving such answers, nor explaining himself in such a latitude,
as'they thought he might, was desired to geliver the whole
scheme of his sentiments openly from the pulpit, at an appoint-
ed time. Finding himself now called on in a particular man-
"ner,’ to be faithful to God and his conscience, he said he would
comply with their wishes with great readiness. Accordingly
" many ministers and hearers being - called together on the ap-
pointed day, he spoke for about two hours, trom 2 Tim. 1. 13,
with so much propriety, that Mr.” Williams, minister of Pen-
main, turned to the Baptist ministers at the conclusion of the
service, saying, ‘“Can-any one of you defend his own senti-
ments so well ?’>  But Mr. J. Davis, one of the members who
differed from Mr. W. said to him, ¢ Go where¢ you please with
the weak-headed persons who adhere to you.” =

Soon after this, a meeting of ministers was called at the
house of Mr. Jenkin Llewelin in ‘Eglwys-llan, probably: to
determine on the mode of praceeding against Mr. W. and he
was summoned to appear, ‘There  were present fourteen mi-
nisters. After a debate of about three Lours, regpecting origi-
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nal sin, Mr. Winter held upthe Bible and said to his opponents,
‘¢ Remember that, from this book, you cannot prove the im-
putation of Adam’s sin to his posterity, and yet you condemn
me for not believing that doctrine 1’

Mr. Rees Vaughan, one of the ministers present at that meet-
mg, has mfoxfnc:d me-that he understood this was intended as
the final examination of Mr. Winter ; that he was, with his
adherents, to be excluded from the church of Hengod,—and
added that one of the ministers said. to him, ¢ Well, Mr. W,
I am sorry we must divide.”” If Mr. Thomas be correct in the
History of the Baptists, the Annual Assembly had advised the
e\clusxon)L If so, and the act be severe, it is not to be
~charged to the account of Hengod church alone.

After consulting many friends both far and near, this church
excommunicated Mr. Winter with twenty-four other members,
publicly, at the administration of the Lord’s Supper ; not for
unmorahtv, but for acknowledging that they. entertained the
- sentiment, that the benevolence of the Deity is such, that he
willeth not the death of the sinner, but that all should come to
the knowledge of the truth, and that all men may be saved 1if
they will. A minister from Pembrokeshire who was present,
was desired to pronounce the sentence of exclusion, but refused,
saving, ¢ Not I; I would rather be excluded myself than be
oblig ed to do it However, the ceremony was soon perform-
ed by the Rev., Miles Harris of Ponty Pool, the neighbour,
companion, and friend of Mr. W. in his younger days. The
charge against him and his adherents was, ‘‘That they held
general redemptlon and free will—Arminianism, and the doc-
trines of Pelagius ;% and the sentence was, ¢ Yr wyf ya eu.
bwrw hwy allan, oud nid i’r byd,’” 1. e, 7 cast t/zem out but not
into the world.

It may be proper here to declare my full eonviction of the
truth of the facts before-mentioned. They were collected from
a manuscript volume, left by Mr. Wmter, to his successors in the
church of Craigfargod ; from the testimony of the above-men-
tioned J. Isaac my grandfather, Edm. Rees, and many
other worthy fellow-sufferers ot Mr. W. 1n the cases already
stated, and of other respectable persons who were present at
several of the above transactions, and from Mr. Thomas’s
History of. the Baptists. They were collected with a view
to oppose two assertions, which crept, perhaps unawares, Into
~that History. The firstis, ¢ That Mr. W. and his friends se-
parated or seceded from the church of Hengod 37 and the other,

* See Emendation:, p. 11.
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¢¢That he changed his opinions towards the close of life,”
" which scarcely ever happens to old men.

I do not charge the intelligent author of that History, with a
~design to misrepresent facts. Ibelieve he was too honest to do’it
intentionally. And it appears that he was not proof against
conviction, as in consequence of several letters which I
wrote to him, soon after the publication of the above History,
~ he acknowledges, in his Emendations, a sheet afterwards pub-
lished, that he had at the time of penning the History, forgot-
ten what he had known before, that Mr. C. Winter and his
friends were disowned by and excluded from the church of
- Hengod. So that it is here implied that he was not willing to
separate or make a division, till he was ¢ cast out,” though
““ not into the world.”” What that place 1s, between the church
and the world, it may be difficult'to say ? 'Wecannot suppose
it to be heaven. | - . .

. Young as I was in the year 1773, when the excellent subject
- of these memoirs exchanged this world for a better, as he be-
stowed upon me many marks of attention and was wont to in-
" struct me, I was more likely to know the change in his senti-
"~ ments, had there been any, than a person at the distance of
150 miles, who had no correspondence with him. Mr. Thomas
says, ‘¢ People may have talked on one side and the other ; ‘but
my aim was to know and set forth the truth®.”” Of this he could
not have failed; had he applied to Mr. Winter’s congregation.
- But I can easily excuse this ¢¢ report of his change of senti-
-~ ments,” which wasconveyed to Mr. Thomas, some how, over
land and water, by supposing that the reporter had benevolence
enough to wish that a man of Mr. Winter’s character might
rest in the abodes of bliss,—and that he could construe any pi-
ous expression to imply a change of sentiments, which he might
deem necessary to the enjoyment of those abodes ; and also
- that the goodness of Mr. Thomas’s heart, which I do not in the
- least doubt, might lead him to confide in such a report.

Mr. W. certainly had no apprehension of danger from a
change of sentiments when he found reason for it.  When he
- was charged with having discarded some opinions which he en-
tertained in his youth, his reply was, ¢¢ Wise men sometimes
' ‘change their minds, but fools never alter their opinions.” In
short, if the author of the History be at all censurable, it is for
- not applying for information at the proper source.  Candid and
meek, as he.allows that Mr. W. naturally and habitually was,
vet it is highly improbable that the latter would have disclosed

»

* Emendations, p. LI.
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to Calvinists, from whom he had suffered so much affliction,
. sentiments which he hid from his dearést companions; friends,
~ i‘nd‘fgéllow.-.s'_uﬁ'grers. L L L
... Indéed, Mr. Thomas says much in his favour: ¢ That in
. temper he was mild and peaceable; that he was frequently the
" messenger to the assemblies; that he was respected as a miiis-
“ter of the gospel, and that his conduct was becoming.”
_"Hiving been publicly éxcliuded from a_society in which he
“bad dispensed the word.and ordinances of the gaspel for more
- than twenty years, Mr. W. found himself surrounded by a few
fellow-sufferers, weeping on account of the cruelty of their
. Christian brethren, who  would not allow them ‘the use of the
. meeting-house, and commending themselves to the guidance of
“that God who they thought ever was and ever will be benevolent
‘to all. Encouraged by them, he'soon contracted with'W., Philip
.of Heol y Ros, four miles from Hengod, for the ‘use of his
. dwelling-house on the morning of every Lord’s day, for public
~worship. Helikewise at this time preached in “the ‘evening of
the same day, onge in every mounth, at'Park in  Eglwys-Ilan,
the house of Mrs. Willijams, whose worthy family respected

~him as long as he lived.  He also preached oncé every month,
on the afternoon of the Lord’s day, at Mamhole, ‘the house of
‘the above-mentioned Mr. Isaac, which had for many years be-
fore been licenced for public worship.” From his services in
~this way, I believe he never @lerived any emolument above ten
_pounds a year ; scarcely enough to maintain his hotse.  But
. he had the satisfaction of what he conceived to be doing good,
- which alone must have been his object. o
When he was excluded from Hengod, it is probable he knew
no person in the world, save his few hearers, who coincided in
sentiments with himself ; but about this time he learnt from
one who was deriding their sect, that there was at” Bristol, a
minister of a similar way of thinking, whom he foundafterwards
to be the Rey. Wm. Foot, a most exemplary character, with
whom he opened a correspondence, which proved a 'sotirce of
comfort to his mind. | |
Having a few persons more added to them, he and his small
congregation resolved in the beginning of the year 1751, to
build a meeting“house at Craigfargod. No assistance for this
purpose could be derived from their Calvinistic brethren about
them : but some assistance was indeed derived from their Pado-
baptist brethren, as well as from the Hon¢ Capel Hanbury of
Ponty Pool, the above Mr, Foot, and Mr. Burroughs of Lon-
don, who all sympathised with Mr. W. under the treatment he

experienced. With ‘sentiments of sublime grattude, he ad-
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dressed the God of heaven and hxs aﬂ'ecuonate friends, in the
new. meetmg-house, for thefirst'time, on the 28th Jan? 1'7.53 .
Here he continued his ministerial duhes W’xthqut mtgrruptxon
néarly to the day of his death. Many were .added to the num- "
ber of hearers anid members. But by the manuscngt aireadyj,"
adverted to, I find that several t6 whom were admlmstered
tender reproofs for mlsconduct were offended and were readily
received into communion’at Hengod 'On the 234 of Apn( |
1713, in the 73d° year of his age,” this good man rested frorﬁ his
labours, and died with compostite, leaving behind him a widow
and two small female children, who were too young to estlmate |
the dignified worth of his character.. The loss of him was la-
meénted by his affectionate congregation, and by all who were
properly acquainted with him, |
 The above-mentioned Historian says, that ¢ while Mr. W,
continued to exercise his function at Hengod he was deemed' -
a pious and an mtelhgent man, and of a peaceablé temper ; that
his conduct was admired, and that his doctrine ‘was calculated'
to'edify.” His sermons were not like those of miost of his bre-
thren, the effusions of the mioment, but the efféct of study.
Some years after his death, I exammed many of his notes, and
have some of them by me at present. They contain divisions
‘and subdivisions illustrative of the several texts, and not far-
fetched, but plain and practical inferences, drawn from them.
I never found one of his discourses written at full length o
Of his delivery 1 have some recollection. It was in general
calm and always free. His utterance was clear and distinct ;
not very sonorous, but rather quick. More pathos and energy
would have been more engaging in that country. But few
could administer so much entertainment to his old hearers, as
himself, which proves that his sermons were not so much ]tke
‘¢ old tales," as some injudicious hearers represented them,
Many who were his auditors for 40 years, admired him to the
last. " They used to say, ‘¢ He did not idly hammer about, but
struck the nail upon its head.” In his latter days, he was not
very free in the company of strangers, but engaging and instruc-
tive in that of his friends. Itinerant preachers it should seem,
dreaded, for they avoided him : and he disregarded their bust]e.‘
1 believe he never made it his business to attack those who dif-
fered from him, but firmly stood his ground when himself was
attacked. And why should this man have been cast from the
communion of a Christian society, but because some . are fond
of lording it over the consciences of others; without consider-
ing that the Bible alone, and not any confession of faith, con-
tains the religion of Christians. Tell it not in Gath !
But the ministerial character was not the only one supported
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with honourby Mr. W. Situated as he was amongst the hills
of Glamorgan and Monmouthshire, at the distance of ten miles
from any town, he was very useful as a Surgeon and Apothe-
cary. How hebecame qualified for this business I cannot say* ;
but he was deemed skilful, and was generally successful.
‘Though that part of the country 1s in general very healthy, yet
since his death, the want ofsuch a person has been felt by ma-
'ny, who have been obliged, at a great expense, to obtain the
assistance of medical gentlemen from Newport and Cardiff. = It
was by this profession alone, perhaps, Mr. W. was enabled to
live in a respectable manner, and by the exercise of frugality to
leave behind him a decent provision for the education and coms-
fort of his daughters. : |
In Mr. Winter’s Library, 1 observed many valuable books on
the Mathematics, Astronomy, Philosophy Natural and Moral,
Natural History, Surgery, Medicine, and some valuable vo-
lumes on Natural and Revealed Religion ; but I do not recolléct
te have noticed any complete Exposition of the Scriptures. In-
deed many of the books had been sold before I inspected the
Library. And he used to say, that the expositors were of but
little use,—none of them afforded him any tolerable satisfaction,

Moreton. J. ISAAC.

[We earnestly hope the Friend of Truth, mentioned in his note to us by Mr,
Isaac, will not forget his promise of favouring us with an ¢ Account of the pro-
gress of Liberal Sentiment in Wales, at the beginning of this century.]

EpiToz.

CAMBRO-BRITISH BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
[Continued from page 67.] - |

ELLIS ROWLANDS, of Ruthen, in Denbighshire ; frem
whence he was ejected by the Act of Uniformity. He had been
in the habit, 1t seems, of making little excursions, and preaching
in different places, about the country ; which was no dishonour
to his character, but the contrary, as it indicated a desire to be
useful, as extensively as possible, and to imitate the conduct
of him, who of all others 1s most worthy of imitation, and of
whom 1t 1s said, that he < went about doing good.” At the
time of his ejectment he happencd to be in Carnarvonshire,
and was there hauled out of the pulpit as he was preaching.
He appears to have been a very active, laborious, worthy man.
After being silenced, he was reduced (says Calamy) to extreme
necessities, and a collection was made for him at Denbigh. His

% 'The Surgeon at Newport, to whom he was apprenticed, died soon a‘ter he
was settled with him.
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wife kept a school in Carnarvonshire, for a livelihood, and he
drew patterns for the girls to work by. He could not be per-
mitted a quiet abode even there, but was forced to flee mto
Cheshire, from the rzge of his perseeutors. His submitting
to poverty and enduring persecution, while with a less stubbern
consciencée and a more easy virtue he might have avoided them
both, was a sufficienit proof of his integrity ; but hew detestable
must that government have been under which sach a man could
not enjoy protection ? He died a persecuted Non-conformist,
about the year 1683, .

HUGH OWEN.---He was a native of Merionethshire, and
educated at Oxford, whence he remgved te London; about the .
time the Bartholomew Act passed, being then a candidate for
the mmistry. He soon after settled in his native county, where
he lived upon a small estate of his own, and preached the gos-
pel with unwearied diligence, and eminent success. Calamy
calls him a burning and shining light. He had many plices
where he used to preach in Merioneth, and nearly as many in
Montgomeryshire. He also sometimes made excursions into
Carnarvonshire, and other parts, and used to perform his ¢ir-
cuit in about three months, and then begin again. His preachs
ing 'was very affectionate, moving, and impressive. Great num-
bers attenided his ministry, and were much affected by it. His
painful and incessant exertions impaired his health; which is
niot to be wondered at, as he often rode in the night, and in
cold rains over the mountains, scarcely allowing himself ne-
cessary food. He rarely ate any flesh, and avoided all strong
ligaors. His principal foed was milk, to which he had usec
himself by lodging in poor houses, where nothing else was to
be had. He was a Christian of the primitive stamp, eminently
meek, humble, and laborious. One time going to preach, isia
frosty, snowy season, he was benighted ot the hills, when &
sudden storm arose, which drove the snow so violently in his
face, that the horse could not go forward. He therefore let himi
go a8 he would, till he perceived himself in danger of the bogs,
so that it was not safe to ride any further. After he had coms
mitted himself to God in prayer, he left his horse to shift for
himself, and walked’ alone in his boots, in a d:EZ show, till
midnight, when he felt himself so spent, and so aflected by the
cold, that hedespaired of life. Providentially, in a little time
he came to a cow-house, into which he attempted to enter 3
but when he tried the door, he found it barred within. He
scrambled about, for above an hour, trying togetin, but to ne

urpose. At length, when all hope was gone he discovered s
ole at one¢ end of the place, and with much difficulty got im
that way, and lay between the cattls till morning. He then
crept out, and se¢ing a house &t n0 great distence, he€
VOL. 1 ’ R '
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weint to it, and knocked at the door. The good man of
the house soon got up and let him in, when he found
his bair and beard frezen; his hands and feet benumbed,
his clothes stiff with frost and smow, and himself scarcely
able to speak: He made a good fire; gave him some hot milk,
and put him to a warm bed; where he%ay some hours. When
he got up, he found himself so well retreshed, that he went
that mornrng to the meeting place and preached, without any
sensible prejudice. He used to say, he envied no man’s gifts,
but desired faithiully to improve his own little talent for the
service of his Lord. He was tender of grieving any, and though
strict in his own opinion, was candid towards those who differ-
ed from him. He often said, he valued no man for his opinion,
or his adherence to this or that party, but for what he saw of
the Grace of God in him. His unblemished and exemplary
deportment procured him the esteem of many of the gentlemen
of the country; to some of whom he was nearly related. His
character was strongly marked by eompassion and . charity.
"Fhe numerous poor in his own neighbourhood, and under his
extensive pastoral inspection; he constantly visited and relieva
ed. When in his travels he happened to meet with persons suf
fering by the severity of the weather, for want of proper
clothing, he has spared from his own person (not without
hazard) what their pressing necessities seemed to require. At
a time when the sweating sickness carried off great numbers,
and the infected were in want of proper assistance, he diligent-
ly attended them, and condescended to perform, even for the
meanest, any necessary service. His unaffected piety and
goodness made considerable impressions sometimes where little
of the kind was expected ; of which the following circum-
stances are instances. When the Under Sheriff of Merionethshire
apprehended him at his own house, in the reign of James 1I, he
appeared very ready to accompany him, but begged'leave first
to pray with his family, which he was allowed to do. When
 he had done, the officer being deeply affected with his devo-
tion, said, he would now have no more to say te him; and so
went away leaving his prisoner at liberty. He was ence con-
fined at Powis Castle, but was treated with remarkable kind-
ness during his confinement. Lord Powis, though a Papist,
on hearing him pray, said to his priest; ¢ Surely this is a good
Christian I’ And on his discharge, engaged him to come: to
Powis Castle every Christmas: His econgregation consisted
partly of Baptists, at least the Montgemeryshire part of it ; and
he was careful in endeavouring to_keep the unity of the spirit
in the bond of peace, with respect to the difference of opinion
between them and their fellow members, of the opposite senti-
ment ; reminding them of the sad breach which the want of
that had occasioned at Wrexham, where very unhappy differ-
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ences had taken place. < I press you to this,” (said he,) # be-
cause it should be the design and desire of  every member to in-
crease the kingdom of Christ, to have his image, and not . theie
own stamped upon the souls of men. 1f I have the image of
Christ stamped upon my soul,” (he would say,) ¢ I shall ke
sure to go.to heaven ; butl may enjoy both sorts of baptism
and go to hell after all.”” He lived to see the happy revolution,
and survived that memorable and interesting event some years.
He died in 1699, aged 62. = His son, JoHN OweN, was in
the ministry, and attained to eminence, with every prospect of
becoming a great man, had he lived ; but he died the very next
year, I think, after his father, aged only 30. The late cele-
brated Hugh Farmer, of Walthamstow, was a grandson of Mr.
Hugh Owen, by the femaleline. The memory of Hugh Owen
1s still held in no small veneration by many of his pious . coun~

trymen, | o
| N [To be eontinued.] . .

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS, *
GOGMAGOG ON THE STUDY OF POLITICS, AND THE LATE
| THANKSGIVING SERMONS, | ’

To the Edifor of ti_zc,Mpnﬂzly Eepqsz'tdry. )

. -

SIR,

I AM too much flattered by your ¢“prompt insertion’’ of my
Jetter in the first number of the Repository, to take offence at
the ¢¢ caution,” to which you refer me in your hints and nctices
to your numerous correspondents; though I am of so oddly
constituted a mind, as to think that the caution betrays, at least,
as much timidity as < prudence,” and to fear that it will be
‘mistaken by some of your readers as an unfavourable omen of
the future character of your work ; which will.grievously disap-
point the expectations of those who like myself have taken their
idea of it from your Prospectus, if it do not differ, and that
considerably too, from all other periodical publications; if it be
not much superior to a journal of sentiment,. or a collection™ of
hiterary trifles, or, a record of metaphysical debate ; if it do not
worship some other deity besides candour, - with her ¢ Chinese,
baby-face,”’ her listless asiatic figure, her lisping elocution, - her
censor of cloying incense, and her never-failing cruise of oil, the
flattering unction which she lays to men’s souls to mollify them,
forsooth, and to flatter them into virtue ; ‘if it be not, in short,
bold,.and fearless of offence, 1f it be not among the religious
world, what Cato was among the degenerate Romans, if it be
not °f a terror,” to theological ¢ évil-dogrs.”” -~ .~

- R2
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¢ Personalities,”’ Sir, that 18 all erimination of persons net al.
ready before the public, and all charges against individuals, not
capable of heing substantiated by proof, I shall avoid in my cor-
respondence with you, not because 1 am convinced that hypo-
erisy and intolerance can always be sufficiently exposed without
unmasking the hypocrite and the bigot, but because it does not
~ square with my notions of justice to attack mndividuals, under a
fictitious name, to fire from behind an ambush upon my adver.
gsary who occupies the open plain. You require me also ta
abstain from ¢¢ politics 3>’ I have Bo abjection to engage to obey
your injunction in this particular likewise, but let us first un-
derstand ene another. |

By politics you mean, I take it, not the history of nations or
the science of government, but the contentions of aspiring fac.
tions, the squabbles of ¢¢ ins and outs,”” and such politics are 1
acknowledge odious, and far below the notice of a Thealogical
and Literary Magazine ; they are to true political philosophy,
what astrology has been said to be to astronomy, ¢ the foolish
offspring of a wise parent.”” But you must be aware that the
term itself is very ambiguous, and that it has been used of late
by religious people in that large sense in which 1 have said I
conceive you do not use it, as mcluding whatever relates to mo-
dern history, legislation, and government, and that in this
- sense the same odium has been attached to it, that belongs to 1t
only in the sense of a factious struggle for power. A politician
bas been considered as great a troubler of society, as an unsound
person is of the church, and 1n many cases, both*the one and the
other character have been identified. Omne of the churches K
remember, through which I passed, had it inserted in the
church-book, abook the opening of which every month in-
spired me then with as much dread as the annual opening
of the finance-minister’s budget now does, that no member
sheuld belong to any political society, that is, should not sub-
scribe. a guinea a year for supporting legal petitions for a Reform
1n Parliament, under pain of exclusion. The same rule I un-~
derstand has obtained among the Weslelan Methodists. By
this means much has been dene to rob Englishmen of their
birth-right ; the enquiring into the conduct of their representa-
tives, and the controling of the public purse. A Machiavehan
attempt bas been made to. ¢nslave thema by means of thewr con-
sciences. A young munister of my acquaintance happening to
express during- the late revolutionary war, in company with
some. Dissenting divines, his indignation at the mad, unprinci-
pled crusade then carrying on against Republican France, was
admonished by a letter from on€ of them a shore time after that,
¢ with such sentiments, whatever might be his talents, natural
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or acquired, he would be of little use in the church of Christ.>®
And a highly popular writer among the Orthodox¥*, under the

atronage of the Pitt-loving, war-supporting, evangelical Wil-

erforce, published some years ago a tract on ¢ Religious Back-
sliding,” in which it was stated that one sure symptom of back-
sliding of heart was the taking ¢¢ an eager interest in politics ! !”
Can you wonder, Mr. Editor, at my wishing toe have your * can-
~ tion”’ explained ! at my pains that you should not be confounded
-with the Claytons and Martins and Rippons of the day, with
the base herd of fawning sycophants, who Esau-like, for a mess
of pottage, would barter their birth-right, and sell themselves
and their posterity t6 bondage !

In going over to the Dissenters, I flattered myself that I was
abont to mingle with a party who more than all others under-
stood the nature, and estimated the value of civil, as well as re-
ligious liberty. I was acquainted with their chief writers; I
had studied their history. I supposed that a Price, a Robinson,
and a Priestley was the organ, each in his day and plaee, of the
party ; and I considered that as they were politically persecuted,
they were to a man so far politicians, as ta seek constitutional
‘redress, and to claim their stolen rights. I even regarded it as
upon the whole an advantage to my country, though certainly
no honour to it, that a large class of my fellow-citizens, were
by state-injustice forced, in self-defence, upon the study of the
constitution, and the assertion of British liberty. If, thought
I, we who are the majority, have laid them, being weaker than
Qurselves, under political disabilities, and subjected them to
political disgrace, can we blame them for having turned their
attention to politics—for having studied the occasion of their
anjuries ¢ As well might the knave who has defrauded his
neighbour of his estate, reproach him with having disturbed his
head with the difficult study of the law, because by law he
gought to recover 1t. - |
Such, Sir, were my views of the Dissenters, such my expec-
tations from them. I have not been wholly mistaken. 1 have
found among them upon the whole a greater degree of informa-
tion and good sense with regard to constitutional liberty, and
a more zealous concern for it than I have observed 1n any
other class of my countrymen. I see in them, in the same pro-
portion that the aboriginal inhabitants of modern Turkey, are
sald to resemble the ancient Greeks, a likeness however faint to
that venerable race of men the Puritans, their ancestors, to
whom an historian not prejudiced in their favour owns that we

* Andrew Fuller.
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are indebted for all we possess of English freedlom. But I
must acknowledge at the same time, that [ have been disap-
pointed in them. Many of those that have taken the lead 1n
the churches to which I have belonged, appeared to me to be
ignorant of the very grounds of dissent, and might for ought I
could perceive, have been equally well elders in the church of
Scotland, churchwardens in the church of England, or wardens
and stewards among the Jews. I have met with some ministers
who were ignorant of the Test and Corporation Acts, and others
who have said that they were measures of precaution against
Arians and Socinians. To Dissenting ministers as a body, I do
not impute wholly the ignorance of their people with respect to
their character and profession, for I have observed that dis-
courses on the right of private judgment, are generally heard
with listlessness, and complained of as not evangelical. No
sooner is a sermon on this subject delivered in an Orthodox
congregation, than one brother exclaims, ¢ Ah! I wish our
pastor would dwell less upon the reason of man, and more up-
on the power of the Saviour !”” and another adds, ¢ I fear that
our dear brother so and so who sits under a gospel ministry in
the church, will be offended at our minister’s sentiments 3 I
wish he would leave these things alone; I never knew any good
come of them !> In this manner a mnister is ferreted out of
his honesty, and must either stifle his sentiments, or starve.
Never, to the latest hour of my life, shall I forget hearing an
amiable and respectable ininister, after having delivered an able
discourse on the nature of the kingdom of Christ, reproached
by a low-minded, purse-proud deacon, or as Robert Robinson
would have said a Lord-deacon, a species of officer knawn only
1n congregational churches,—reproached, Sir, by this creature
which had crawled from nothing into wealth by political obse-
quiousness, and had thriven by clandestine jobs and accommo-
dations with the prime muinister of the day—by him reproached
for having dirtied his hands with politics ! | |

~ Tt1s curious to observe in what manner some persons among
the Dissenters use the term polities, as if it meant not the ob-
servance and study of public men and public measures in gene-
ral, but attachment to one particular set of men and measures.
T'hus, to censure and oppose the reigning administration, 1s to
be political, to support and flatter them, whether right or
wrong, 1s not so. He that in the pulpit describes the duties and
explains the responsibility of magistrates, even though these
topics come upon him in the regular course of interpreting scrips
ture, meddles with politics ; but he does not who insists upon
the divine ordination and - awful prerogatives of ¢¢ the powerg
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that be,”” though perhaps in doing so he makes long quotations
from _¢¢ the judicious Hooker*,” and the revolution-hating
Burke. He that expresses.in his sermons a regard to the libers
ty of the people, 1s put down for a politician 3 he, the time-
serving wretch, who is officious in declaring his contempt of the
people, and his satisfaction at seeing them under ¢ salutary re=
stramnt,” that very people who have with the earnings of hard
industry, fed him up to his burly size, and decked him out in
his priestly habiliments ; he, to be sure, keeps within the pro-
vince of the pulpit. 'The man thatis honest enough to confess
to God, and to urge upon his people our national sins, such as
the slavestrade, and our perjuries, ecclesiastical and civil, and
our wars, and our boastings; is marked as a political preacher ;
but he is not a political preacher who affronts heaven and insults
mankind by praying and preaching up the piety of our rulers,
the danger of any change, and the duty of ¢ considering our
own depraved hearts as the only source of our calamities, and
“the only proper object of our abhorrence.” Micaiah prophesied
politics, ‘¢ odious politics,”” to Ahab ; the ¢¢ lying spint’ res
lieved the other prophets from the same reproach.

I fear I shall tire you, Sir; in apology for my prolixity, I have
only to say, that I have long wished so state my sentiments on
this subject, and that your ¢ caution,” which I hope you do not
consider me personally offended at, seemed to give me a fit op=
portunity of gratifying my wishes. You will find, besides, as
you become acquainted with my character, that when once Iam
suffered to begin talking or writing, nothing is then farther
from my thoughts than leaving off. I have often wondered at
this peculianty of disposition, which has risen up in me of late
years, and seems I think to increase with my age. Perhaps it
1s to be accounted for from my having but recently recovered
my liberty of speech, after having my mouth locked up for such
a length of time. I sometimes compare myself to the Spectator,
of pleasant memory, who was dumb seven parts of his life, and
tiresomely loquacious the remaining eighth ; and it is likely
enough that your readers, good Mr. Editor, may serve you in my
company, as the young Templar did his companion in the Spec-
tator’s at Jonathan’s—that is, pull you by the sleeve, begging
you to come away, for that the old prig will talk you to death.

* Sects as well as nations have their tutelar saints. Nations never part with
their tutelary deities, and Dissenters do not sell their's but for a good price. I
have seen in my day several bargains of this sort. The ¢ ever memorable Mr.
John Hales, of Eaton,” was, I recollect, at one time, the patron of this religious de-
nomination. For some time past they have been looking up very devotedly to
¢ the judicious Hooker ;" by and by we may expect, should the present ministry
be pecrmanent, they will dispose of the antiquated Bishop, and set up again the
tustly beloved idol of theix fathers, ¢ the immortal Locke '™



123 On the Study of Politics.

If your ¢¢ caution’ had not led me astray, I intended to Lav8
sat as censor upon the sermons preached by our Dissenting mi=
nisters on the late thanksgiving day, which in the course of my
reading, have come most of them under my notice. Your re<
viewer has in part anticipated me, but his ¢ prudence” has left
me still something to say. 'The discourses published by the
Dissenters on these occasions are of much greater importance
than as pamphlets or single sermons would scem to be.
Their circulation 1s, usually, wide. They give the tone to the
political sentiments of the bulk of our congregations, and they
are regarded I know by the public; whether justly or not I am
not to enquire, as the measure of our good sense and loyalty.
These circumstances admonish us that they ought always to be
narrowly examined, and when they are objectionable to be
publicly protested against. They should hkewise prompt our
most patriotic and able preachers to come forward in print at
such times, and not to relinquish the public stage to the vain;
the flippant, and the parasitical, and thereby to expose us as a
body to the derision of spectators. Some Dissenters object to
the observance of these political Sundays, if I may coin a new
epithet, as a miatter of conseience ; all of them ought, I think;
to object to them as a matter of policy, for it seldom happens on
these days that some of our ministers are not led by the silly af-
feetation of loyalty, or the wretched ambition of popularity te
utter gross falsehoods¥*, to make concéssions which do away
éntir‘e%y the justifiableness of dissent, and to establish such sla-
vish, high-church, popish dogmas on the subject of the civil
power, as would in the purer periods of our history, have sub-
jected a mimster in the church of England to the censure of
Parliament, and the loss of his gown.

I mean not, Sir, to go into these sermons eritically, fot
though I do not despair of gaining some note, and this is what
we all live for, as a censer, 1 believe 1 should earn little
praise as a reviewer. I shall put down, in order, a few obser-
vations uporn them in the lump. |
- And, t. They all agree in over-rating the victory of Trafal-
gar. Judging from them, you would suppose that France hke
Britain, was a maritime power solely, and that with her fleet,
or rather a division of her fleet, fell her very power and exist~
ence. Certainly you would not suppose, that it was well known
at the time they were delivered, that the battle of Austerlitz had
made France the undisputed mistress of the Continent from
the boundaries of Turkey, to the sheres of the Atlantic. Now
this partial dealing of our preachers, was not only politicaily

* Asin what relates to a cerfain monarch.
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bt also theologically unjust, for is theve a ruling Providence
upon the sea, and none upon the land ? did the atheistical regi-
cides of France, actually as well by profession, (their profes-
sion, ] mean, as commented on in English pulpits,) banish the
Almighty from their dominions! and is a victory a token of the
Divine favour, and a defeat none of the Divine displeasure?

2. 'They unite in extolling the spirit of war, and in praising
that warrior’s sword the most which ¢¢ returns least empty from
the blood of the slain,” and in complaining almost of Provi-
denee for suffering our British hero to fall in battle, forgetting
that God is ¢ the God of peace,’”” that *a meek and quiet spi-
it is 1n his sight of great price,’”” and that he has ordained that
¢ he that useth the sword shall perish by the sword.”

3. They conspire most indecently in praising the virtue and
piety of Lord Nelson j—indecently (for I'cannot be more par-
ticular) both with regard to themselves as the ministers of reli-
gion, and to the subject of their eulogium, whose best friends
canuot wish to provoke a strict scrutiny  into his character, as a
domestic man, or as the guardian of British faith and honour !

4. 'They all, as if by mutunal consent, pass over most cour-
teously our national crimes, thus falsifying the declaration of
God himself, that ¢¢when his judgments are in the earth the in-
habitants thereof will learn righteousness.” -

Sir, I have done. If any of my strictures are too bold, you
are at liberty to expunge them. In some future Jetter I intend
to animadvert upon a popular tract by ong of our Right Revg-
rend Fathers in God, wherein I will attempt to be not 1mpro-
perly €¢ political or personal.” |
s I am, Sir,

| Your’s as before,
London, Feb. 21, 1806, GOGMAGOG,

’

MR.PALMER’S REPLY TO MR. RICHARDS.

Tothe Editor of the Monthly Repository.
SIr, . | |

I AM really ashamed to trouble you or your readers any far.
ther with my ¢¢ ¢rrors and blunders 5’ but as your accurate cor-
respondent, Mr. Richards, charges me with an additional one in
my correction of a former, I must desire him, and any one else,
who thinks it worth while, to look at my list of Lrrata again,
and he will find that 1 had expressed a doubt whether the Evans
first mentioned as Dr. Evans’s father, (it he were not his grand-
Jather) were of the same family. Mr. R. has confirmed this
suspicion, and I was glad of his information concerning Dr.
Yvans’s grandfather, of whom I humbly confess my ignorance,

VOL. 1. 3
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But Mr. R. should exercise a little candour towards English
writers, who cannot be expected to have that profound know-
ledge of the Welsh churches and ministers which he discovers.
As to other errors, I doubt not your Judlclous readers will make
all the allowance for them which the nature of such a work re-
quires. I shall never print ¢ another edition,” but were I ta
print twenty more, [ should not expect to see it free from errors,
even with Mr. R’s. assistance ; and perhaps some Welsh dl-
vine who shall come after him, may find errors in his accounts
of his own countrymen. . As to those which he refers to in the
Nonconformist’s Memorlal I have no more apprehension of
their sinking the credit of the work, than I have that your repu-
tation, Sir, as an Editor, will suffer from the errata In the first
number of the Monthly Repository, as noticed in your
second. If you think proper to insert this, I promise you that
you shall have no more trouble of this kind from your obedlent:
servant,

Hac/fzzey,_ March T, 1806. S. PALMER.

STORY OF A PENITENT PROSTITUTE.
o the Editor of the Monthly Repository.
SIR,

THAT ¢ the way of transgressors is hard,” is a truth con-
firmed 1n the experience of every individual instance of 1mmoral
practice. Such 1t was n the case of- that unfortunate female,
whose story is here related, and which at the wish of an
estcemed friend, 1 have transmltted for your Magazme, hopmor
you w111 give 1t 2 p]ace thereln. “

| I remain your’s, &c.

Clzatkam. - T.C. A,

A gentleman in the medical line, at Glasgow, was some timg
since requested to visit a patient, and was conducted up three
pair of stairs, into a gloomy, shabby, skylighted apartment.
‘When he entered he saw two young females, sitting on the side
of a very poorly furnished bed without curtains. ~ On approach-
ing, he found one of them in the agonies of death, supported
bv the other, who was persuading her to take a bit of bread dipt
In Spirits ; but the pale emaciated figure refused, saying in a
feeble, languid voice, it would’ but contribute to prolong her
misery, which she hoped was drawing to an end, and looking
at the Doctor, she thus addressed hlm, ¢ You have come too
late, Sir, I want not your assistance.”

H‘m: she fetched a deep sigh and dropped upon the bed, every
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means of relief was afforded, but in vain, for in less than two
hours she expired. In a small box by the side of the bed were
found some papers by which it appeared that she was of a good
family, and had received more than an ordinary education, that
she had changed her name, and concealed that of her parents
whom she pitied, and whose greatest fault had been too much
indulgence and misplaced confidence in the prudence of their
favorite daughter. On the back of some directions respecting
her funeral, the following pathetic lines were written, and some

little money in the box was assigned to have them inscribed on
2 tomb-stone—thus, |

Verses for my Tomb-Stone, if ever I should have one;

BY A PROSTITUTE, AND A PENITENT.

‘Reliev'd from life, on humble bed o
The last and only refuge of my woes,
A love-lost; ruin’d female I repose.
From the sad hour I listen’d to his chdirms,

g And fell, half forc’d in the deceiver’s arms;
"To that whose awful veil hides ev'ry fault
Shelt'ring my suff’rings in this welcome vault,
‘When pamper’d, starv’d, abandon’d, or in drink,
My thoughts were rack’d, in striving not to think H
Nor could rejected conscience claim the pow’r
"I’ improve the respite of one serious hour:
1 durst not look to what I was before,
My soul shrunk back and wish’d to be no more.
Of eye undaunted, and of touch impure,
Old ere of age, worn out when scarce mature,
Daily debas’'d to stifle my disgust
Of forc’d enjoyment ih affected lust, |
Cover’d Wit}l ilt, infection, debt, and want,
My home a brothel, and the streets my haunt,
For seven long years of infamy I've pin’d,
And fondled, loath’d, and prey’d upor mankind ;
Till the full course of sin and vice gone through,
My shattei’d fabric fail'd at twenty-two.
'Thén death with ev’ry horror in his train, .‘
Here clos’d the scene of nought but guilt and pain.
Ye fair associates of my op’ning bloom,
O ! come, and weep, and profit at my tomb !
Let my short youth, my blighted beauty prove
"The fatal poison of unlawful love ! |
O! think how quick my foul career I ran,
"The dupe of passion, vanity, and man !
Then shun the path where gay delusions shine,
Be your’s the lesson—sad experience mine !

28

“The wretched victim of a guick decz}y,
clay
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DR. PRIESTLEY, AND THE EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE,
T'o the Editor of the Monthly Repository.
SIR,

THouGH my views on some important points of doctrine,
materially differ from these of Dr. Priestley, I hold that gen-
tleman in such high estimation, from what I personally knew
of him, as well as from many of his writings, that I am always
hurt when 1 see or hear any reflections thrown out to the dispa-
‘ragement of his character. 1 lately cast my eye upon a passage
of this kind in a periodical work*, which (as it has a very ex-
tensive circulation,) may contribute to strengthen a groundless
prejudiceé against a worthy man in the minds of multitudes.
"The paperis entitled ¢ Hope in death to be derived from the
gospel only I”>  The writer quotes Mr. Joseph Priestley’s: let-
ter containing an account of his father’s death, in which he re-
lates that the Dr. recommended to him a pamphlet written by a
Mr. Simpson, On the Duration of Future Punishment ; say-
ing, ‘“ It will be a satisfaction to you to read that pamphlet. It
contains my sentiments, and a beliet in them will be a support
to you in the miost trying circumstances, asit has been to me.
We shall all meet finally : we only require different degrees of
discipline suited to our different tempers, to prepare us for final
happiness.”

From hence this writer infers—that Dr. Priestley expected
that both he and his son would go to hell ; and that the only
hope he had of their meeting 1n heaven, arose from a persuasion
that the sufferings of the internal state would be of short dura-
tion. From this view of the Dr’s. state of mind, the writer
argues the evil of his system, and the superior value of his own,
as affording nobler consolation in a dying hour.

Now, Sir, I strongly suspect some gross misrepresentation of
Dr. Priestley’s language or meaning. 1 am satisfied that he not
only considered ¢¢ the gospel as the only ground of hope’ be-
yond the grave, but that he entertained such a persuasion of his
own future happiness at the general resurrection, as carried him
above the fear of death, and of any temporary punishment pre-
vious to that grand period. I must confess, f\()wever, that the
manncr m which the Dr’s. conversation in his last hours is
stated, 1s such as would not give a person, who is prejudiced
against his sentiments, the most favourable idea of them, or of
the state of his mind n the view of his dissolution. Not being
possessed of Mr. Simpson’s pamphlet, nor acquainted with the

* Evangelical Magazine for March, p. 108.
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general drift of it, T am unprepared to say what there is 1 it
which might be supposed to afford peculiar consolation to Dr.
P. in his dying moments ; and not having the whole of his
Son’s letter at hand, 1 am unable to ascertain how far the above
writer has done justice to it. But from a sineere regard to the
Dr’s. memory, and to the cause of truth, I earnestly wish that
some one of your correspondents, who is competent to the
subject, would give the public, in your Repository, a true
statement of this affair, by which the shameful attack of this
censorious writer upon so worthy a character as Dr. Priestley’s,
may be repelled, and his inveterate enemies, who will take a
pleasure in propagating the report of his miserable end, may be
ashamed and silenced. I am," Sir, very respectfully your’s, a
lover of o . - JUSTICE.

PR. PRIESTLEY’S LAST MOMENTS,

 To the Editor of the Monthly Repoasitory.
Sir, . ’ | ‘ o

I HAVE often been sensibly affected by reading the account
of Dr. Priestley’s death, which has done a good deal towards te-
commending Unitarianism, to several of my semi-calvinistic
friends. I wonder that the Unitarians do not printin a popular ,
form, Mr. Joseph Priestley’s Letter to Mr. Lindsey, which is
annexed to Mr. Belsham’s Funeral Sermon for the Doctor ; it
would plead more for them than a thousand metaphysical argu-
ments, or critical emendations of Scripture. Their neglect in
not seizing upon opportunities of impressing the public mind
hasoften grieved me, and indeed occasioned me to say, < Sce a
good cause in bad hands.”” It 1s not too late now to print the
narrative of Dr. Priestiey’s death ; 1 wish most earnestly the
Unitarian Book Society, would think of this ; T am sure, from
my experience of religious people, that it would be a most ac-
ceptable and useful tract. . |

You, Sir, I dare say, are better employed than in reading the
Evancericarn MaAcaziNeE. Men of sense, 1 have no doubt,
regard that work with .contempt. Its charttable design has,
however, interested me in 1t, and the extent of its circulation, it
being read by very many thousands, gives it inmy eyes a great
degree of importance. o

In the number of this publication for last month, is a paper
on Dr. Priestley’s death ; which1s as you may suppose, abusive
and malignant, buat which from its plausibility, requires some
refutation and exposure. The conductors of 1t will not, I pre-
sume, take counsel of you, Sir, for they act upon Solomon’s
principle, that < he that mcreaseth knowledge increascth sor-
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row,”” but if you will give this short article a place in your Re-
pository, it will not be said, as otherwise it might, that none
of Dr. Priestley’s friends could vindicate his character.

The writer of the paper in question; who signs himself
Sperans, quotes a part of Mr. Joseph Priestley’s Letter to Mr.
Lindsey, above alluded to, and makes remarks upon it; I shall
in return quote and comment on this evangelical accuser.

<¢ When Dr. Priestley was on his death-bed, he desired his
son, Mr. Joseph Priestley, to reach him a pamphlet which was
at hts bed’s head : that pamphlet written by a Mr. Simpson, was |
on the Duration of Future Punishments: or in other words, A
Attempt to prove that the Duration of the Punishment of
the Wicked will not be Eternal.” This paraphrastic explana-
tion of the title of Mr. Simpson’s pamphlet 1s dextrous. By a
side-blow an attempt is made to inflict a fatal stroke. 'The
writer’s purpose would not have been answered by stating the
design of the pamphlet in the author’s own words ; he turns
interpreter, and as an interpreter becomes jesuitically an aecu-~
ser. As he has given the hint let us also interpret the title of
the pamphlet, and let those that have read it, determine which
mterpretation is just. T he Duration of Future Punishments,
er in other words, An Attempt to prove that under the Go=
wernnient of a wise and good God, no punishment s vindictive,
but all punishment isjust; and therefore lLimited, and merci-
ful, and therefore corrective; and that all sufferings both 15
this life and in the life to come, are intended for good; and
will finally issuetn happrness: W ith this explanation, I might quit
the candid writer in the Evangelical Magazine, for it fully ex-
poses the grossness and insidiousness of his misrepresentation;,
but 1t may do him good to give him a little correction.

¢ Now observe the remark which the Doctor miade upon.
it.  Giving it to his son, he said, €It will be a source of satis<
faction to youto read that pamphlet. It contains my senti-
ments ; and a belief in them will be ¢ support ¢o you in the
most trying circuamstances, as ¢ has been to me. We shall

~all meet finally : we only require different degrees of discipline
suited to our different tempers, to prepare us for final happi-
ness.” ~ Without presuming to determine on the future state of
this philosophical divine, which I leave to his righteous judge; .
may [ not without any breach of candour, make this remark
on the above sentence ; does it not scem strange, passing strange;
that the Doctor should on his death-bed, ¢¢ in the most trying
circumstances,’”’ derive his consolation, or acknowledge that he
had derived his consolation, from such a source as the hmited
duration of future torments ?’* |

Now, Sir, allow me to remark that Dr. Priestley’s observa-
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tion relates not, ag this person would suggest, to his then cir-
cumstances. It is retrospective ; the language as far as relates
to himself, ig in the past tense. His dying circumstances
were, thanks to his soul-supporting system, not trying;
he had no pain, no fear. His ‘¢ trying circumstances”
were antecedent afHictions, some of which were occasioned
by the persecutions of persons likeminded to this censori-
oys writer, and which he had reconciled his mind to un-
der the persuasion of the paternal and merciful government
of Almighty God. And it was an habitual contemplation of the
whole scheme of the Divine Administration, and not of that
narrow part of it which refers to . future punishments which
had constantly administered ¢¢ consolation’ to this good man’s
mind. “ ) |

¢ Had he no basis more firm than this to rest upon in the
prospect of eternity ; if he had, it is peculiar that he did not
mention it ;: if he had not, it is far from being a recommenda=
tion of his system.” | |

~ With what eyes could this writer have read the account .of
Dr. Priestley’s death? But perhaps he read it under so strong
a prepossession that the holder of awfwl Socinian sentiments
must have lived and died miserably, that he could see nothing.
in the account but one single statement which a little pervert.
ed proulised some gratification to his malignity. Pity that
Dr. Priestley’s well-known benevolence to the amiable Calvi-
nists, should not have prompted him to affect, in order to
please them, certain misgivings of mind and terrors which he
never felt. As it is, they have, I acknowledge, reason to be
dissatisfied. No blemish, unfortunately, can be found in his
life, nothing cowardly in his death ; what then remains to be
done, but to say with the Evangelical Magazine, that he died
hoping (it might have been said knowing) that the torments of
Hell will not be everlasting, or with an eminent Orthodox mi-
nister, whose name I spare only out of tenderness to his charac~
ter and condition, (and he has said this publicly again and
again) that Ae died like a Heathen ? | o |
I will tell this writer, Sir, what was the basis of Dr. Priest-
ley’s hope both in life and death, and if he will read again the
Son’s account, he will find that I am not wrong—it was the
reading of the Scriptures, the exercise of prayer, and the belief
which he derived from the gospel of a happy immortality !
"This hope and the basis of it he did ¢ mention,’” and " trium-
phantly too, and I shall bless God as long as 1 live, that the
‘¢ dying circumstances” of Dr. Priestley, were published in this
country, time enough to be read to a dying saint, near and dear
to me—a saint and an Unitarian, who was so transported by
the recital of them, as to long ta sce in ‘a better world that
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holy man, who would, he belhieved, eonstitute one of the most
brillfant gems in the Saviour’s crown ! | o
¢« I pity from my heart,”” says our tender-hearted writer, ¢ a
man of Dr. Priestley’s eminent character dying m hope that
Hell will not be eternal.’”” We thank the Ewvangelical Maga-
gime even for its ¢ pity,” but we pray God, that we may never
need it on any other account than Br. Priestley did, for we
Jrave Fearnt in a book which we are sometimes candiddy suspect-
ed of not reading, thatthe tender mercies of some persons
are cruel. - But how in the name of truth and honesty can
this writer come forward with a boast of religion mn his mouth,
and #¢ a He in bis right hand ?” Without fine feelings, with
énly a vulgar seuse of right and wrong, he must perceve that
his statements are grossly false, and his inferences slanderous
and cruel. T S | -
‘The paper ends with a eomplacent comparison of the
“ gloomy’’ and ¢¢ immoral doctrines of Socinianism,’’ with the
“holy and comfortable’”” doctrines of Calvinism. Yes, Sir,
those doctrintes are called foly which rob God of his justice,
and take away from man every motive to virtue; those doce
trimes are called conmifortable which represent the Governor of
tlre wovld as an implacable tyrant, and the mass of mankind as
devoted by an eternal and irreversible decree to everlasting, rey
mediless torments. B ! | :
| I Ax Ex-CALvINIST,
Klarch ¥2, 1806, -

pr— [V——
— e

ORIGINAL LETTER OF DR. FRANKLIN’s,
To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

- Sir, | , ,
FExcrLosE a copy of the first of three letters from Dr,
Franklin, the originals of which were put into my hands about
twelve years ago, by a near relation of mine, the nephew of the
gentleman to whom they were addressed. I am persuaded thae
they have never been printed, except when I communicated
them to my friend the Editor of the Cambridge Intelligencer,
who mserted them at different times, as it suited the engage.
ments of his informing and justly regretted paper. As 1 wish
to preserve these letters, contaming some of the last thoughts of
a distinguished character, upon subﬁects of no small importance,
¥ request you to publish them in following numbers of your Re~
pository, should you judge them, thoui;h neither exclusively,
theological or literary, yet not unsuitable to your miscellaneous
department. Mr. Whatley, the friend of Dr. Franklin, had en-
gaged i mercantile pursuits, and was for some tume a British
| 2 o
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Consul in the Mediterranean. During the latter years of his.
life he devoted his time to various objects of public utility, for
which he was weH qualified, and particularly attached himself to
the interests of p_he’%‘aur;dling Hospital, of which he "was the "’
Treasurer. He died in 1791, aged 82, having survived his
correspondent not quite ayear. - { am, Sir, your’'s,
Hackney, | LT, Rurr,
Nov. 20, 1506 '

GEORGE WHATLEY, Esa. | |
TREASURER OF THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL, LONDOY,

Mr. Franklin, jun, ~
- Passy*, near Paris,
My dearold Friend, _ Aug. 21, 1784.
T received your kind letter of May 3, 1783. I am ashamed that
it has been so long unanswered. ‘The indolence of old age, fre-
quent indisposition, and too much business, are my only ex-:

cuses. I had great pleasure in reading it, as it informed me of
your welfare. ~ S |

Your excellent little work, ¢ The Principles of Trade,” is
teo little known. I wish you would send me a copy of it by
the bearer, my grandson and secretary whom I beg leave tg
recommend to your civilities. I would get it translated and

rinted here, and if your bookseller has any quantity of them
feft,'l should be glad he would send them to America. The
ideas of our people there, though rather better than those that
prevail in Europe, are not so good as they should be: and that
piece might be of service among them. .

Since and soon after the date of your letter, we lost unac-
countably 3s. well as unfortunately, that worthy, valuable young
man you mention, your pamesake Maddeson. He was infi-
nitely regretted by all that knew him. |

1 am sorry your favourite charity doges nat go on as you could
wish it, Itis shrunk indeed by your admitting only 60 children
in a year, What you have to]ld your brethren respecting Ame-
rica is trye, If you find it difficult 1o dispose of your children
in England, it Jaoks as if you had too many people, And yet
you are afraid of empigration. A subscription 1s lately set on
foot here to encourage and assist mothers 1n nursing their in-
fants themselyes at home ; the practice of sending them to the
Enfars Trouvést, having risen here to a monstrous excess, as

* A yillage on the Seine, where Dr. FE. now resided as Embassador to the
‘Court of France, from the United States. ' |
+ Under the old government of France the exposed children found in Paris,
‘were brought up in Hospitals, distinguished by thcir dilfcrent dresscs as ¢ Enfane
YOL. Ls l T - ’

.
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by the annual bills it appears they amount to near one third of
the children barn in Pars. This subscription is likely to suc-
ceed, and may do a great deal of good, though it cannet an-
swer all the purposes of a Foundling Hospital. -
Your eyes must continue very good, since you are able tg
write so small a hand without spectacles. I cannpot distinguish
a letter even of large print, but am happy in the invention of
double spectacles, which serving for distant objects as well as
near ones, make my eyes as useful to me as ever ghey were. If

all the other defects and infirmities of old age could be as easily

and cheaply remedied, it would be worth while, my friend, to
live a good deal longer.  But I look upon death to be as neces-
sary to our constitutions as sleep. We shall rise refreshed In
the morning.—Adieu and believe me ever, D
-- ” Your’s most affectionately, | o

- B. FrawkLIN. .

)

W e —— e S e 4
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. |

 EXPLANATION OF CHRIST’§ BEING MADE SIN:
From the Papers of the late Rev. Newcome Cappe.
| | tCéntinued JSrom page 83.1 ' | |
HaviNg endeavoured to explain the first part of what is af-
firmed by our Apostle, that ¢ he was made sin, who knew no
sin,” we proceed to examine how it was that Christ was made
sin for us, on our account, for our benefit, in tender pity ta
mankind, and as the means of serving and blessing them.
'That thesé words might not be averlooked, nor the sense of

them mistaken, Paul goes on to give a particular explica-
tion of his own language, andto expliin how he meant to be
understood when he said, that Christ was made sin _for us ;—
to interpret these two words, is the design of all that follows in
this' text ; namely, ¢¢'That through him, we mjght become the
righteousness of God.”” ZTArough him, by his means ; that be-
- ing established by the example of his sufferings in its cause in a
firm and hively faith in his doctrine, abounding with the mosg
salutary counsels, and pregnant with the most persuasive mo-
tives’; that being guided, encouraged and excited to emulation
by his amjable and glorious example, who ¢ was in all points
tempted even as we are, yet without sin”’—who was obedient in
suffering, and faithfyl even unto death ; that convinced. of the
insignificance of this world'apd its temptations, in which even

bleus, Enfans rouges,” &c. and supported i)y a tax laid on the city for that purpose,
In the provinces tﬁ'e_Nyb!esﬁc‘ were obliged-to provide for the exposed- cPhilgf n;
found within their ‘i?rxsdigtion. Scg Ditt, dg, "Frevoux, Fol, 377x.~Articlcs~m
Befans, Trowvés and Fragve, o o e o S AT TRTARERT
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thé Saii of God lived a life of obscurity dnd poverty, of con-
stant hardship and manifold affliction § that conivinced of the
fiecegsity and importdnce of holiness, which the Son of God
¢ontimied to preach and practise, notwithstanding all he suffer-
ed for the fidelity and zeal of his obedience ; that overcome b
so tender a defmonstration of the love of God to men, 4§ that h
gpared hot his beloved Son in the service of their souls, but gavé
him up to various; long and severe distresses, to the most shanie=
ful ighominies, arid the rhost painful agonies ; that through
the power of such principles flowing in full force from the con-
sideration of his sufferings and his patience, we might becomié
the righteousness of God. S
Wé might beconte ; not, be made ; this is not the sense of thé
original expression. Christ was #made sin, in the sense dlready
explained, bz the dppointment of God, by the deed of Provi-
deiicé; which exposed him to all the consequences of the evil
passions of mankind, and employed them as his ministers, to
accomplish his great designs. It was without any act or will of
his own, that Jesus was made sin ; but it is not possible, pro=
perly speaking, that any iman should thus be made righteous 3
for it 1§ of the very essence of righteousnéss, that the sentiments
and conduct in which if lies, be intentional and voluntary. As
fro man can, 1h thé strict and proper meaning of the terms be
#nade 4 sinner without the intervention of his own will, so with=
otit this, no man can be madeé righteous. It is not in theé pow=
ér of any beitig in the universe, however great his excellence, to
transfér any portion of his own righteousness ; he cannot give
his good charaétér, his good conscience, and his good deserving
to another. Rightéousness in its own nature i3 personal and in-
eommuntcable.  But, though no man can snaké us rnghteous,
though we ¢an be made such only by ourselves, yet means may
be applied and thotivés suggested to engage us in exerting those
laudable volitions, in which all worthiness of character consists.
In our endeavolirs to attain and caltivate those habits of virtue
which coristitute true holinéss, we may be-aided and prospered
by the favour of God and the dispensations of his g).x‘d\fi.den‘Ce,
strengthéning us with strength in our souls ; mstructing us
tlearly and completely in the natare of true holiness, and in the
means by which it may be acquired ; imparting to us thesg
means more liberally, and proposing to us more nuimerous or more
cogent motives to apply them to our own farther immprovement.
This is what is done for us in the gospel dispensation, which i
called the grace of God, and of such a nature are the benefits'
that are derived to us from the sufferings of Chiisf. In that
““ he was made sin for us, who knéw no sin,”’ we are fully in-
structed in the extent of our obligations, and are furnished with
‘ T 2 ‘
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many powerful incentives to give all diligence in the study, the
practiceyand the culture of all virtue.

1 ¢ The righteousness of God.” To become righteousness, is
evidently the same thing as to become righteous ; in the former
part of the text, to be made sin, is the same thing as to be made
m that sense a sinner, i. e. asufferer: this is a common form of
speaking in the Jewish language. Thus, Gentile converts are
sald, ¢ to have been sometimes darkness but now light in the
Lord "’ —that is, whereas they were once ignorant, they are now
blest with the most important and the most consolatory know-
ledge. | . - e

‘¢ The righteousness of God,’” may, aceording to the peculi-
arity of the sacred language, signify eminent or distinguished
righteousness ; we know that it was the end of the sufferings of
Christ, to redeemn us from iniquity, and to purify us to him-
self a peculiar people zealous of good works.  Or, it may not
unjustly be interpreted, such a righteousness as will be ap-
proved and accepted of God, under a dispensation so advanta-
geous as the Christian,in opposrtion to that external and ceremo-
nial righteousness, which was the boast of Jews and hypocrites ;
and 1n distinction from that partial and defective righteousness
which constituted the greatest glory of the gentile world. Or
again, it may not improperly be explained to be a righteousness
like that of God, in which according to the language of our
Apostle, in respect to Gentile sinners, ¢ the new man,’”’ con-
sisted, ‘¢ which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness.”” (Eph. iv. 24.) All these interpretations amount to
the same thing ; upon any of them, ¢ the righteousness of

God,” 1s a sincere, universal, and illustrious righteousness ;
and to become the righteousress of God, is to become truly,
without pretence, comprehensively, without exception, and,
as far as possible eminently, without blemish or imperfection,
righteous 1n the sight of God. -
- Upon the whole then 1t seems that we shall. have the true
sense of this important passage in the following paraphrase.
God appointed him who had done no sin, to endure such af-
flictions, as are the just punishment of the most atrocious
crimes, from which his innocence might have pleaded an ex-
emption, if a future indemnity had not been provided him ; for
our sakes he was thus appointed to endure such afflictions,
that moved by the consideration of his sufferings, and the im-
Jportant truths that are thereby suggested and evidenced, we
xught apply with such diligence and zeal to the practice and the
cultivation of all righteousness, as to attain to such measures of
at as should entitle us to the mercy and acceptance of God, and
24 | |
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raise us to some good degree of his likeness, who is himself,
&< glorious in holiness.” S | T
"Hence we may be able to form some idea of our interest im
the affections, (if we may so speak) of our heavenly Fathei—
some idea of the value which rightéouspess bears in his sight.
W as it for this, that ‘¢ he was made sin.who knew no sin, that
we might become the righteousness of God through him?”
If such be the regards of God to his weak and erring crea-
tures, such his regards to virtue and holiness, that.for our sakes
his beloved Son was made sin, that we might thereby attain to
superior degrees of moral excellence and gloxg 7 with what sen-
timents ought we not to contemplate the Christian dispensa-
tion ? What shall we render unto God for this his unspeakable
gift ? What further demonstration can we desire, that righte-
'o;}sness is the best interest, and ought to be the primary pursuit
of man? o '

REVIEW.

st

¢ STILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.”
S - Porz,

. {\Nritérs and Booksellers destrous of having their Publications noticed early in the
Review of the MoNTHLY REPOSITORY, are requested to send them as soon as
they appear, to the Editor, at the Printer’s.] "

ARTICLE -

Discouurses on Vartous Topics relating to Docirine and Prac-
tice. By the late Hev. Tumothy Kenrick. In 2 vols. 8voj
Johnson. | |

Ir sermons are an important branch of English Theology,
they are scarcely less so of English Literature: for they dis-
tinguish it, in part, from that of every other country. No na-
tion, we believe, possesses so large and valuable a stock of them
as our own. A few of those of the most celebrated French
preachers are, undoubtedly, superior to our’s in the higher
kinds of eloquence and oratory, and, suiting the genius of that
lively people, address with greater success the imagination and
affections. But if fruit is of more worth than leaves, and solii
dity of trunk than the hues and fragrance of flowers, a prefer-
ence is due, for the same reason, to the most memorable of our
English sermons, which, agreeably to our national character,
are directed principally to the understanding; frequently, we
confess, to the excessive neglect of the fancy and the passions;
though some of them are also deserving of considerable praise
for purity of language, and for beauty, force, and dignity cof
COIMPOSILIOR. -
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Friendship naturally solicits the publication of discoursed
which it heard from the pulpit with moré thdan cominon plea-
sure. - Affection as naturally wishés for theit appearince when
the hand which penned, and the lips which pronounced them
are mouldering it dust : they are then precidus relicks of dé-
parted talents, usefulness and virtue : they calt back and perpe-
tuate those devotional, intellectual and moral qualities which eii«
- deared the Christian and the mah, the prescher and the frietd :
in this way, although he is dead, he yet speaketh to an eévers
grateful flock ; and if the sermons thus anxiously derndantteéd by
them are wotthy of the public eye and approbation, the request
reflects as much credit upon their judgment as upoii their feel-
mgs. S -
j gVVepEtcefve with deep concerti, that the disconirses Before ug
are posthuinious. Nor could we réad the fornier- part of the
preface to them, consisting chiefly of a letter from the unitéed
congregations of Protestant Disseriters at Exetef, to the writer’s
widow, without tender sympathy afd regret : it does the high-
est honour to the character of those societies, and to that of
their late beloved and exemplary pastor : it proves that they
were capable of estimating his superior merits, and is therefore
an encouragement to every conseielitious minister; and a lesion

to othrer coggregaﬁons". ‘ |
The Editor of these sermons sécins o ¢onsider it as 4 reconi-
mendation of themy that they contdin the undisguised senti-
ments of Mr. K. on subjects of the first inrportance: It 1s said
of him, wearé persuaded with truth; that he thought for him-
self ; (Pref. pp. viii and 1x.) and this circumstance stamps par-
ticular value, in our humble judgment, upon the volumes now
presented to the world. Weare mistaken if the intelligent and
candid reader will not approve of the selection, and acknowledge
that the discourses ¢¢ possess such a degree of novelty, either of
subject or of manner, and are of such a tendencey, as todo credit
‘tothe memory of the author,and to contribute to the promotion
of Christian knowledge, and the practicc of wvirtue:”’ (Pref.
. X.) - |
We shall follow the order in which they are arranged ; (though
it be not exactly what we could have wished and suggested ;
the two volumes contain forty sermonsy; only four of which we
shall notice at present, reserving for twp succeeding numbers
our account of the remamder. - o |
The first sermon, entitled < The Value of Truth and Dan-
ger of Krror,”” from Matt. vi. 22, 23. The light of the body
2s the eye; 1s prefixed with great propriety to discourses so
eminently distinguished by a free, though judi¢ious nvestiga-
tion of received tencts, and by afearless, yet benevolent avowal
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r . o
of unpopular opiniens. M. K., begins with observing that- no
mistake could be more adverse to our Lord’s purpose of gn--
lightening and reforming the world than ¢ the apprehension
(the notion) that errors are harmless, that correct views of re-
ligion are of no value.” Accordingly, the position here under--
taien, to be illustrated 1s, that a well informed judgment is of tha
highest value ; and the illustration is. drawn from the nature of
the human judgment, andfrom examples, both in ancient and
modern times, of the evil effects of a judgment that is errone-
ous, ' \

Consciousness teaches the influence of the determinations of
the mind upon the conduct: however the effect be produced,
the fact is undeniable. Errors in judgment, therefore, lead to
errors in conduct, with as much certainty and uniformity as a’
bad tree bears bad fruit. Among various causes of error in re-

ard to matters of religiousfaith, the authority of age, rank, ta-
ents, charaeter is not the least considerable. Accustomed to
receive truth from a parent ‘or religious instructor, or some
great master in Israel, men fall into the dangerous habit of an-
nexing its sacred seal to every thing which they deliver, and of
rejecting all doctrines which are not thus sanctioned. Error
has also an_indirect. and equally pernicious influence., ' One
mistake gives birth to another : the Jews supposing that theig
Messiah was to be a temporal prince, placed an undue value on
military courage : the simple admission of the Roman Pontiff’s
infallibility opened a door to all the absurdities of.Popery,
Men are farther misled by false analogies. Having obtained
what we erroneously deem to be the truth by one train ofreason-
ing, we are conducted into other mistakes by a similar coursg
of reasoning. I -

The connection of error with error, and of truth with truth,

is the reason why certain periods of time are denominated dark
or enlightened ages of the world. Error is transmitted to suc-
cessive generations, no less than to successive individuals. The
loss of a small portion of intellectual light often issues in total

darkness ; and the evils arising from such a condition of the

human mind may be.read in the history of the Jews at the sea-
son of Christ’s ministry, and for forty years afterwards ; in that

of the corruptions of the gospel; and especially in the annals

of the Romish church. Nor is it true that concerning the es-

sentials of religion, there 15 no error among Protestants, thag

among them there. is scarcely a shade of difference in sentiment,

and not a shade of différence in character. This o _in‘ion im-

poses on us by the appearance of candor and concilration, hut

}s unfounded and pernicious, - |
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¢ I wish,” says Mr. K. ¢ for no compromise with error, which, so

far as argument can be employed, ought never to be tolerated by any
friend of the human race.”

Had the reformers acted upon this principle, and stood still
in any part of their progress, what would have been our present
situation ! How trifling would then have been our obligations
to them! Notruth is so wholly insigpificant as to be of no
value ; no error, so trivial as to deserve to be ntterly neglected.
Witness the doctrine of transubstantiation, harmless in itself,
however absurd, yet big with mischief in its consequences ;
and that many articles of the popular creed of Protestants are.
not pomts of mere speculation, appears by their influence on the
mind, the conduct and the character. | |

- These remarks teach us, 1st. that indifference to religioug
truth, and to the means of enlightening the understanding, is
diametrically opposite to the language, spirit and practice of
Jesus Christ : this 1s plain from his history at Jarge, as well as
from the text and other passages in the gospels: 2d. the evil
consequences of the principle, that erroris harmless and immas-
terial.. While zea] for truth calls forth the best energies of the
mind, indifference produces alistless apachy ; and where zeal
and sctivity are found on the one side, and nothing but luke-
warmmness and indifference on the other, i1t is not difficult te
foretel the issue of the contest, if contest it can be called : 3dly,
the high utility of the labours of the votaries and advocates of
truth, even when employed upon inquiries which appear of
- small importance ; and, 4thly and ]asay, what should be the

maxim of Christian ministers. Be thew’s that of their Master,
“ the light of thebody is the eye.”” The understanding is a
key to the heart: to enlighten the understanding therefore
should be the first object of their ministry.

We have been the more desirous of giving an epitome of this
discourse, not only for its intrinsic excellence, but because its
principles, reasonings and conclusions (so striking a picture of
the author’s own spirit and deportment !) are eminently season.
able as well as just; and because unless the force of them b
felt, many of the following sermons, and in particular the three
which immeghately succeed the present, cannot be read with
interest and advantage. | R

To our approbation of Mr. K.’s sentiments on the subject of
religious truth and error, we must add our admiration of the
sumple, clear, and often elegant style in which they are convey-
ed. Ifany thing be left us to wish for, it is that the divisions
and leading thoughts had been more distinctly marked, and
even numbered, Mr. K. indeed was heard with satisfaction
and profit, though he did not always employ these aids of meg-
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mory and attention : but young and inexperienced preacheérs can-
not omit them with equal safety ; and such persons:are ready
enough to defer, in this instance, to the supposed authority of
their elders—Decipit exemplar. 'We presumenot to offer them
any advice of our own : we transcribe, however, that of the late
celebrated Dr. Paley* : it is addressed to the younger clergy of
the diocese of Carlisle: ) - e
< Disdain not the old fashion of dividifig your sermons into heads :
in the hdnds ofa master thismay be dispensed with : in your's a sermon
which rejects these helps to perspicuity, will turn out a bewildered
rhapsody, without aim or effect, order or conclusion.” R

" The second, third, and fourth discourses are ¢ upon the state
of the dead,”” from 1 Cor. xv. 32. If, after the manner of
men, I have foughtwith beasts at Ephesus,what advantageth
2t me, if the dead rise not 2 Letuseat anddrink ; for {o=
7norrow we die. ‘These Mr. K. had been solicited by his hear-
ers to publish : and he promised to comply with their request;
~but his rapidly increasing engagements soon' put a stop to his
preparations. (Pref. v.) . = - I
It appears, from a passage in the first of this series of discourses,
~that Mr. K. considers his text as alluding to Paul’s danger
of being torn in pieces, at Ephesus, by an enraged populace,
S’l))' 36,) which we think the most probable interpretation of it.
Out author, however, enters at once upon his subject, and, in
opposition to those who infer man’s immortality from the na-.
ture of his soul, endeavours to shew that it is impossible for the
mind to subsist without the body, and.that all our hopes of a
future life depend upon a resurrection. This opinion, unpopu-
lar as it is, has the sanction of many eminently pious and learn-
ed men, and particularly that of Luther : it is agreeable also to
present appearances and the light of nature ; but, what is far
more important, it has the autharity of scripture. "
- Whether the principle of thought in man be material or im-
material, is not now the object of inquiry ; nor is it necessary
to be ascertained. Certain 1t is that the appearances which
take place at death, strongly favour the supposition that the
mind ceases td live with the body. In the body there is then
an absence of fénsation and action ; in the mnd, of thought ;
and this surdly is in both cases a proof of death. Mr. K.’s
statement of this fact may be regarded as an abstract of a well-
known and éoquent passage + in Mr. Joseph Hallet’s Discourse
on the tmpdgsibility of proving a future state by -the light of
nature,” o - o o

* < Theee Sermons, &c.” pp- 38, 39:
1 Disceurses, &c. Vol. L ER. 913315,

VoL, 1. v

1
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It is just as reasonable.to supposeithat the life of the man who
dies does not become extmct,g but exists elsewhere, as it is: to
_suppese that the soul can-.exist. .€lsewhere, when the body
‘which it belonged is destroyed. . Instances of suspended and re-
covered animation .shew. that the soul remains in the body when
the vital functions have ceased ;3 and.if for one hour, mhy not
for any number of hours that mav be imagined ! If, moreover,
when the bedy of a good man.dies,. the soul- takes its'flight to a
place of bappiness,. it must, of course, be recalled when the bo-
dyis restored. .On this prm(uple then what favour was shewn
to Lazarus, and'to -those other virtuous. persons whom Jesus
Christ raised: from the dead ?  And if they were not in the or-
dinary state of the dead, there was no miracle in. brmmng them
to life again ; for their. recoVery, so far as we can see, might be
avreedble to the course .of nature.

Elgah s prayer for the widow’s son, ‘‘Let this chlld s soul
come nto him again ! 1> 18 no objection. Soul signifies very
frequently the nge that it does so here, is ev1den£ from the
event .

The scriptures make no distinetion between the body that
dies and the soul which: is supposed to survive : they speak of
the whole mian as sleeping at death ; and though to call deathy
sleep is no more than a figure or metaphor, yet 1t is a figure
which would Hardly have been used if it had been applicable only
to a part of the man, and if the ‘mind, the nobler and better
part, were more wakeful and active at death than before. Nor
was it the doctrine of Christ and his Apostles that the soul sur-
vives the body, according tothe modern notion. On the con-
trary, they describe the righteous and wicked as separated from.

each other, not at death hut at the day of judgment, or the time:
of the resurrection of the dead, ‘and their rewatds or punish-
ments as only commenging at that period : they greund, indeed,.
-all prospect of rewards anﬁ punishments solely upon the resuxz
rection of the dead: the language of Paul upon this last argu-
ment in 1 Cor. xv. is the strongest pobsxb? and he com-
forts those Christians at Thessalonica, who were bereaved of
their Friends by death, not with the assurance of an intermedi~
ate state of happmess, but-with the hope of a resurrection.

In the second d;scou;se of this series, (the thnrd of the first
volume) Mr. K. examines those few passages in scripture which’ -
are supposed to countenance the doctrine that the $0ul survives-
the body and hves in a separate state.

Ecclesiastes xii. 7. < Then shall the dust return to the earth:
as it was, and the Spirit to God that gave it.”’

¥ 1 Kings, xvii. 3%, 33-

q;"
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- Amps.  Spirit signifies here'no more than life ; and the ‘pas-
sage is well explaiiéd by, Gen.iii. 7, ““and the Lord formed
_mian-of the dust of the ground, and- breathed into his nostrils
ithe breath of life; and hebecame a hvmg soul,” or airvmg perx-
son,

Eceles: iii. 21, “ Whe knowe&h the: spmt of man that gaefh
upng;d and- the spmt of the! beast ‘that goeth downward 1o the
earth ”7
- Ans. In’ this verse the writer asks, *where is  the' dlﬂ'erence
between the man whe, ifr- conséquence-.of his erect . posture;
dreatheth upward, and-the beast who, 'in consequence'of 'a dif-
ferent posture,;: breatheth downward ?--msmuatmg, by thxs
squestion, that there is, so far, no differen’ce at all. - >

Matt. x. 28. ¢Fear not them Wthh klll the bodv but ‘are
@ot able to kil thesoul.”

Ans. Here again soul 13 life. There s a’ parallel passage
and satisfactory explanation in Matt. xvi. 25; *¢ he "that loseth
his life; (in the omgmal he that loseth his soul) for my sake,
shall find 1t.”> OO

- Matt. xx. 32; ¢’ am the God of Abraham and' the God-of
¥saac andthe God ef Jacob : God 1s not the G@d ot the tlead buj;
0f the living.”

Ans: . Christ s proving:in this place a resurrection of the
dead to some-that denied 1t. The sentence added in the parallel
Ppassage in Luke xx. 38, is decisive of our Lord’s meaning
¢¢ all five to him,” i. e. in his all comprekending mind; all that

are hercafter to be raised from the dead: are already ahve .and
therefore God’s calhing himself their God, was-a proof that*that
honour was intended-for these patnarch% | .-

- Lukexvi.”19. The parable of the richman-and" Lazams. |

Ans. Circumstances are mentionied here totally incomsistent
with the idea of aseparate épirit, e . abody,’ atongue, afinger.
“T'he only :design- of this parable is te teach men: the right use”of
wealth.

Luke xxiii. 48. To-day shalt"thoube with me. in paradase.’f

Ans. Christ lay after death in the grave, under the smiles of
“heaven, and 'with the certainty of a‘resurrectionto eternal life’
~ this state of the dead our Lord, in Jewish language,- calls #ara-
dise, and promises a'share in’ it to the 'dying malefactor. = . =

2 Cor.v.8. ¢ Willing rather to" be absent’ from: -’tbe"!‘b‘ad‘y;
and to be present with the Lord.”

" Ans. ’Phe Apostieas speaking here of hlmself ofhis whole
person , and of the change of it'at the resurreation of the dead
for one incorruptible and immortal: Oppressed with fatigue;
ke thought this change desnrable-—-—-but dxd not expect 1t to takc
place ‘without death,

£ ¢) 2‘
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This verse illustrates Peter’s ]an%uage 2 Eplst 1. 14.
¢¢ Shortly Imust put off this my tabernac

Philip. 1. 23.. ¢TI amin a strait between two, havmg a de-
sire fo depart and to be with Christ—nevertheless to ablde m
the flesh is more needful for you.”

Ans. The two objects which distracted Paul's choice were
not whether he should live or die, but whether he should prefer
going immediately to future happmess, without passing through
a state of death, (see 2 Cor. v. 1-—9,) which would have been far
better, 1. e. more agreeable to his inclinations, or continue to
spend a laborious but useful life in preaching the gospel, which
- would be much better for them. In the latter of thesehe acqui-
esces ; although self-love would have “]ed hxm to choose the
former. : -

In concluding our analyms of this part of Mr. K.’s reasons
g, we takethe hberty of warmly recommending to theological
students, Bp. Law’s excellent Appendir concerning the use of
the words soul, spirit, &c. in scripture. 'We further beg leave
to suggest that much, mis-apprehension and dispute would pros.
bably have been saved had the words so translated in our bibles
been rendered, in many passages, according to their - proPet
sxgmﬁcatlon by the term breath. £

"Mr. K.’s last sermon on the state of the dead (No. iv. vol. 1.):
answers some objections which have been made, on the ground
of reason, againstthe doctrine that he has advanced and pomts
out the advantages to be derived from the belief of it. -

Obj. 1. The essence of the mind consisting in thought,
when this ceases by death, the soul must be annihilated : so
that, if there be a new hfe, there is a new creation, not a resurey -
rectlon ‘and. the soul, not having the same consciousness,
cannot be a proper subject of rewards or punishments. .

-Ans. If there he any force in this argument, it holds against
a resurrection of the body equally as against a_resurrection of
the mind: but, in truth, it has no . weight against either: the
recovery of the samie powers will constitute the same being*.

Obj. 2. 'The doctrine of the soul’s remamming in a state of
death, till the resurrection, supposes good men- to have the
season of enjoyment and reward . deferred for many thousand
years, and the punishment of the wicked to be cleferred for a
Jike period : hereby the sanctions of virtue and vipe are ‘weak-
ened ; and such a plan 1s both uncomfortable and unwise.

Ans.  Our wishes'are not the standard of truth and right.
The fact is, that the Japse of time not being. percgived by those
who are In a state of death or sleep, the moment when thev die

H]

* Thc rcadcr may bc rcfcrrcd to Palcy s Natural Thcolog'y,p 581-—585. xsg‘ cd.

-~
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and the momeént when they return to life -will appear to them
gontiguous. “ | - ST .
- Which of the two schemes is the wiser.one, it. may be difi-
cult to judge, and is'scarcely modest to pronounce..- The opi» -
nion defended in the preceding discourses is at Jeast recommend-
ed by its simplicity, and agreement with present appearances ;
~ while that of an intermediate state is plainly inconsistent with
those principles of justice by which the Divine Being professes
to be governed in gistributing‘ future rewards and punishments.
On this scheme, virtuous men who died in the be inning of the
world, will haye acquired a portion of good, whic%l it is Jmpos»
sible for the moderns, with superior advantages and the best
‘efforts, to attain ; and among the wicked the man who dies first
suffers most, A o

Add to these considerations that of the different manner in
which men will be affgcted with the prospect of seeing their
friends again, on thesé two different systems ; ‘1n the one case,
there is suspense ; in the other, pleasing expectation. Under
this expectation, the religious parent will be able to say to his
children and friends, when he comes to die, * no sooner shall
I have closed my eyes upon you in this world, than I shall open
them upon you in the next.” But if he think that the soul survives
the body, lre mustsay, ‘¢ I comfort myself with the hope of
geeing you again : but some of you are.young and in the prime
of life ; andit gives me no small pain to consider that it may
be many years before I see you again, and that all this time must
be spent in anxious suspense.”’ | o
© Were the doctrine of an intermediate state discarded, the
foundation of many pernicious errors would be destroyed ; as,
for example— . . - | i

1. The vulgar superstition about the ghosts or spirits of the
dead haunting the world. |
2. The popish doctrine of the invocation of saints, and that
of purgatory. - - | *

3. Alienation of mind from Christianity, and unbelief in it.

¢ It must appear to dll who have not been led to think differently
by education, that the whole man dies together. Many feel therefore
an invincible objection to the Christian revelation, which, they appre-
hend, maintainsthe contrary, and it would go far to conciliate their re-
‘gard to shew thatthe Scriptures, Pmperly interpreted, contain no such
octrine.” - | ’ | - .

h T
. . »

. Mr. K. cencludes by representing the supreme value which
should be setupon the gospel : for the gospel alone assures us of
the resurrection of the se_ad ; that event on which depend all our
hopes of a future life.  This consideration also proves the high
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- jmportance of the views of the state of the dead p‘resente&’ i
these dlscour%a. e 3

<< Scnpture »says Mr. K. ¢ speaks of life and 1mmorta11ty as
brought to light by the gospel, agreeably to the language of my text’,
and never speaks of the 1 resurrection of the body, but of theTesurfection

of the dead.” (pp. 77, 78.)

The opinion which follows, of Dr. Ta lor of Norw1ch may
be seen in Bishop Law’s Appendix, p. 440 ed. Tth. We were
rather surprised at not.finding this reférence in the margin. ~

Mr. K. has not only performed an important’ serviee 1 these
three discourses, {p- 16,) but has performed it In a manner
highly creditable to his talents and integrity ; proving, hlmsejf
a skilful seriptural critic, and a fair, perspicuots and conclusive
reasoner ; and discovering an attachment to religious truth. which
leads him to communicate it with- ﬁdehty and zeal. We are
pleased with sermons of this description.” "Though moral and
devotional subjects ought to be frequently treated of in the puls
pit, we areyet persmaded of the necessity and usefulness of What
1s sometimes stigmatised as doctrinal preaching. Surely it is
time that the gospel be disencumbered of the metaphyszcal pue-

rilities, the barbarous jargon, of ages of Cigamerian darkness ;

EvS' ems vo§ ohon Telayas Sehoios C’go'ro;my*,

[To be eontinued. ]

ARTICLE II. <_

Account of the Siate of France and its Governmemt durmg
the last three Years ; particularly as it has Relation to the
Belgic Provinces, and the Treatment of the English. By
Israel Wor sley, demzned as @ flostage. 12mo. pp. 267,
Johnson, 5s. 18096. - | .

[Coneluded friom page 104.7

Man¥ personsin this country heunder-a-considerable mis-
take as to the state of taxation in France. Her schemes of am+~
bition and aggrandizément cannot be carried into effect without
great revenues, and these every oneknows must ‘be derived from
the people. In Franece as well as in England there. are direct
taxes on Land and Property, and.on. almost all ‘articles of vise
~and consumption, whether necessaries or luxuries; The know=
ledge of this fact may-well reconcile'us to our condition, hard
as 1t 15 ; we do not fare ‘worse than our nelghbours, and have
besides the consolation of reflecting that 'if we pay we also re-
ceive, 1f we are taxed we enjoy in return a degree of personal se-
curity and personal importance, and. numerous: c;v;l prwﬂegeﬁ’

* Hom, Odys. xi. 19,
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and political-franchises, for which an entire exemption frf)m\

. /

every species of tax would be but a poor equivalent.

. On -another Important subject, Mr. Worsley corrects the mjs-

takes of some of his.countrymen. S

_¢<'W¢ have said that the people’s complaints are loud; nor et it-be
imagined, that they are afraid of finding fault with the government, or
saspicious that their neighbours should §enounce' them as hostile to the
state. There is neot a’'greater liberty of speech in England; either in
private company er in public houses than there is in France, relative to
the proceedings of thewr rulers. “Without speaking of friendly -parties,
in which conversation every where must be free, political Sﬂgiécts are
freely discussed in taverns and clubs ; and no one seems afraid to de-
elare his disapprobation of public measures. If any thing personal tran-
spire in that country, as well as in this, a man would run the risk of be-
ing called to order, and in perhaps a similar way ; for it-amounts to the
same thing, whether a Haleas Corpus has no existence, or whether it

¢an be set aside on every pretended emergency.”

The liberty of the press is, however, as is well known, total-

ly annihilated in Trance, and persons suspected «of - disaffection,
or any way obnoxiotus to the government, are frequently seized,
unknown to their friends, and put quietly out of the reach of dis-
covery. 'This latter citccumstance must, one should think, have
the effect, in spite of French vivacity, of shutting people’s
mouths. - S .» |
. Mr. W.’s description of Bonaparte™s personal character is,
like all the descriptions which we have, seen, inconsistent, but
perhaps the fault is not in his biographers but in nature, who,
if we are not deceived, has made that extraordinary genius a
compound of contrarieties—of greatness and weakness, of mag-
nanimity and meanness. He acts alternately, according to our
author, the hero and the spoiled child. a

- s« He discovers extreme irritability, if opposed-in any favorite
scheme, orif his orders be not executed with great rapidity. He not
unfrequently uses the coup de pied for his argumentum ad heminem
upon those who attend about his person, and even, it has been said,
upon his confidential secretary ; so that they who arenear him are in a
continual trepidation when any thing has raffled his temper. At other
times, as is usual with sach characters, he is perfectly familiar and plea-
sant, and becomes their companion.” - '

The Conscriptien is felt as a grievous evil in the Low Coun-
tries, insomuch that the people, Mr. W. informs us, sigh for
the return of their Emperor. They even opened their ears with
rapture when a Continental alliance was first talked of, and re-

arded our ¢lute) Premier as the best friend to the interests of

their country, because in him they hoped to find 'the deliverer

of Europe, = The deliverer of Europe ! ! They did not know

that man so wellaswedid. -~~~ - ¢ R
| 2
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We lay before our readers an interesting extract on thie slibs
ject of the French penal laws. o R

<< The criminal laws of Frarice aré not so sévere by much as those of
England. Exposure on a scaffold on a public day, and in the prison
dress, is the punishment of small offences and petty robberies ;. and ovep
the head of the culprit who is fastened by a rope to a pole, are affixed
his hame aid the cause of his punishiment. For gredtér effences they
are burnt with a hot iron on 'tllm)e right shoulder; or aré condemmead to
the gallies for a term of years or for life : and if guilty of -murder, oF
other very atrocious crime, they fall under the guilloting. Those con-
demned to the gallies are employed in different parts of the repubiic, in
the public works, such asdigging canals, clearing ports, or the like.
Some hundreds have been at work for two years back at Antwerp, in
repairing the port, and clearing the river of mud and rubbish. They
work atthe spade or barrow with iron balls fastened by a chain to their
legs, and are guarded by a body of troops. The immense ¢anal which
is to join the Northern to the Southern departments, a favorite project
of Napoleon, and which will bear his name, will be dug out by these
miserable wretches.” : . -

Mr. Worsley’s ¢ Account of the State of Religiont in France”
is highly interesting. There is there more than toleration, there
Is a perfect equality between the two great Christian seets—the
Papists and the Protestants ! The ministers of each denomi«
nation are appointed (their election is at least confirmed) by the
government, which also pays them their salary, which for both
Papists and Protestants is 1,200 livres, or fifty pounds per an-
num. One minister is allowed for every five thousand souls
whether residing in one place or in many contiguous places,
who can at any time unite In demanding of the Emperor a
‘building for religious worsh:p, and an annual supend for a mi-
nister, 1n the same manner thatany two or three householders
i this country can unitein demanding the licensing of a meet-
ing-house. . Papists an¢ Protestants are not permitted to ob-
trude their religious ceremonies upon one another¥. Where
Protestant churches are opened Catholic processions are alto-
gether prohibited. Burials are conducted without pomp ; -every
town has a common burial-ground. = The two parties live toge-
ther in harmony, and even assist each other’s devotions. " The
churches throughout France were filled indiscriminately (we,
are informed by a correspondent,) on the Thanksgiving day ap-
pointed by the governmint for the victory at Austerhitz, (for the
French too appeal to the God of battles !) with persons of every

>

* 'This circumstance will prevent, we sheuld imagine, the Methodist Missionary
Society, from carrying their favorite plan into execution, of cenverting France by
means of Itinerant preachers. It is aot probable that Napoleon will at presentre-
lax any of his fundamental laws, in compliment to Englishmen—to Englihmen
;speciauy who are commonly considered as stepdipg only on safferance, even at

ome. . e e e :
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hation, ef de deux cultes—Protestants and Catholiecs. The
support of the clergy is a heavy burden upon the government ;
it 1s conjectured therefore by some, that the Emperor will re-
establish the tythes, a measure the less to be wondered at as
Such a large proportion of the present landholders hold their
lands on such easy terms; Mr. W. however, thinks it more
probable ‘¢ that the dependance of the church upon the state
will be wholly dissolved, and that 1t will have no means of sup-
port but what 1t can derive from 1ts own virtue, and the genua
ine influence 1t produces on the minds of men.”’ o
- The Catholics in France have, it seems, recovered little of
their former zeal for their faith and abject devotedness to their
priests since the establishment of the Concordat. Their wor-
ship 1s ill-supported, as the government salaries but one minis-
‘ter to a church, and their altars require a number of servitors
and assistants. The priests are 1n a low cendition, In respect
both of education and wealth ; the assistants’are much worse.
The clergy altogether are fallen almost into contempt ; they are
many of them itinerants and mendicants ; they frequently go
through a whole service for twenty-pence, and often are not
paid at all.- They have revived many of the ancient shows and
ceremonies and anniversaries, but their poverty will not permit
them to make their fooleries as dazzling in the eyes of the mul-
titude as they were formerly. Their tricks are, as might be
‘expected, laughed at by all who rank above the lowest vulgar.
‘The number of Protestants in France 1s small, and has not
increased since the revolution. They make no converts from
the church of Rome. They are scarcely found except in the
South ¢of France ; in other parts of the empire the most absurd
notions are entertained of them, as here of the Methodists., Mr.
W. gives a particular account of a society of them residing in
the neighbourhood of the coal-pitsy 1n the department of Je-
mappes ; the description reminded us of the large body of
Wesley’s followers which exists in the Collieries of Kingswood
near Bristol. 'We wish the author had given a more particular
statement of the theological opinions of the Protestants, and
particularly of the degree of toleration enjoyed by those they
call neither Luther nor Calvin master. We have heard it said
that a great part of the respectable Protestants are very  such
disposed to Umnitarianism. e
_ 'The present work adds nothing to our knowledge of the
manners of the French orthe Flemings: It 'giveés however an
interesting description of the national mstitutions in France for
education and charity. | o |
Education is a favorite cbject of Bonaparte’s attention. A
wise law has been established that no one shall exercise the pro-

VOL. I. | X
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fession of teacher without having previously qualified himself be-
fore the magistrates by producing written and satisfactory testi-
momals of his character and abilities. The lowest of the places of
education are called prommary schools, here are taught reading,
writing and arithmetic : next to them are the secondary schools,
where are taught the classics and mathematics, and which have
public examinations once a year. The Lyceums are superior to
these ; of which there is one in every military division. At the
head of the Lyceums or provincial colleges is Fontainble4n,
the favorite school of Bonaparte, ¢ which he visits frequently
i person, and where he collects the young men who are the
most eminent for their abilities, and the most distinguished by
the advancements they have made i the other departments of
the empire.”” A difference however is observable in the state of
education m Old France and in the conquered countries. In
these latter, education is chiefly commutted to priests, who stifle
knowledge and are afraid of ¢ speaking too plain.?

‘¢ It will perhaps be hardly credited, that an esteemed professor in
the college of Mons, when asked not long ago by one of his scholars, a
questionrelative to the antipodes, replied, * We never talk of that, it

’ 9y

1s an heretical notion’.

The charitable institutions have been organised anew under
the reign of Bonaparte, and are, says Mr. W., on a most respect-
able footing. Every principal town has two hospitals, one for
the civil and the other for the military department, which are
large and well supported. The Beguines and other nuns, whose
office is the nursing of the sick, are also permitted to retain their
houses. There 1s 1n every department an orphan school; there
are also mumerous Foundling hospitals. The public work-
houses are more novel, if not more useful than these institu-
tions ; with the author’s description of them, which must highly
gratify all our readers, we shall close this article of review.

‘¢ There is also in each town a public workhouse, which is open to
all who cannot maintain themselves by their labor, and where they al-
ways find employment. All kinds ofy works are carried on there, and
a good dinner of soup and bread provided. The poor who live in the
town, may go there for their work and theirleaf, and return in the evene
‘g to their houses with the money they have gained. Whole families
are admitted if they desire it. All who can work are employed ; and.
- the little ones are put into a room together, where they are attended by
- the affed, who are past labor. Sothat, in fact, there is Ro necessity
that anyone sho 1d beg or starve in France.”
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A Sermon preached at the Great Syragogue, Duke’s Place,
on the 14 Kislav, (A. M.) 5565, answering to Thursday,
December 5, 1805, betng the Day of General Tharnksgro-.
tng. By the Rev. Solameon Herschel, presiding Rabbi (er-
rvoncously styled the High Priest) of the German Jews in
London.—.drranged and rendered into Lnglish by a Friend.
Richardsons, 4to. pp. 6. | | .

ONE good effect of the late fears of mvasion, and the wel~
come victory of Trafalgar, has been the amalgamation of all
classes of British subjects into one unied, patriotic body. The
most discordant sects—the Jew, the Roman Catholic, the Pro-
testant Dissenter and the Churchman, have all agreed in the
necessity of defending the country, and have all mingled their
shouts of exultation on occasion of our naval trtumphs. May
the inhabitants of this favored island ever display the same
unanimity, whether in defence:of their hiberties against a venal
parliament, an insidious minister, or an encroaching prince—
or, In opposition to an invading foe ! .

~ A Sermon presented to the English public by a Jewish Rab-
biis acuriosity. We wish the Jews would more frequently lay
their sentiments and wishes before us ; by this means, many of
our errors concerning them would be corrected, and some of
their prejudices against the Christian religion would, it may be
hoped, becured. o | | |

2 Chrontcles, xx. 21. ¢ And when he had consulted with the
people, he appointed. singers unto the Lard, and that should
praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army,
(¢ and’ Eng. Bible) to say, give thanks unto (¢ Praise.” Eng.
Bib.) the Lord ; for his mercy endureth for ever.””

After alluding to the historical passage connected with the
text, the Rabbi observes, that <€ itis only by trust in the Al-
mighty that we can hope for success in-our undertakings,”” and
then adds, “¢ in this view we ought to be particularly happy in
being under the government of a wise and pious King, who
suitably impressed with these holy sentiments, occasionally calls
upon his subjects to assist him in imploring the aid of the Su-
preme Creator, for the subjugation of his enemies, m order to
cffect a lasting peace.” | |

-~

The Rabbi asserts ¢¢ the superintendence of a Divine Provi-
dence over all sublunary creatares,” but contends, at the same
time, that ¢ it is not our duty, at present, with folded arms to
wait for God’s interference;”> He laments that their sins have
hindered his nation from the enjoyment of miraculous protec-

x g
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tion, and that the perrod i1s no more when itis said, ¢¢ The
Lord shall fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” He
then investigates the nature of a thanksgiving or rejoicing on
occasion of a victory, and here his benevolence may serve to re-
proach (may 1t also instruct!) Christian teachers.

¢c It is not to be imagined, that the destruction of our fellow-crea-
tures, who have fallen in battle, or been drowned in the sea, can be a
source of gratification to us ; or of complacency to a beneficent Deity :
No, humanity forbids such a thought; and even our text of this da
strongly exemplifies, that such areflection was a draw back on the
great rejoicing : since Jehoshaphat does not exactly quote the whole
verse of the Psalmist, viz. ¢ Give thanks unto the Lord, for it is good ;
his mercy endureth for ever : but only says, ¢ Give thanks unto the
Lord, for.his mercy endurah for ever.,” The Talmud notices this

omission of ‘¢ it is good,” and accounts for it-by remarking, that” the
destruction of wicked men constituted part of the facts: and as ‘< God

does not desire the death of the wicked, but that he may turn from his
ways and live,” so the success of the day could not be correctly styled
GooD, sincepeace without bloodshed would have been preferable.
‘¢ Whatever comes from God, is good. Nor are the words ¢ It is
good,” used in Scripture, but when a complete good is meant ; hence
we do not find the expression in the redation of the works of the second
day ofthe creation, although it is used in that of every otherday. Now, -
whatever good may result from a victory, it cannot be said to be a com-
plete unalloyed good ; and hence Jehoshaphat’s omission : since, how-
ever necessary it may be for the arrangement of the affaus of this ne-
ther world, that the Almighty must occasionally clothe himself with
severe justice ; yet it were to be wished that peace and harmony reign-
ed onearth ; and then the good would really be comPLETE. he evil
that occurs in the world, cometh not from God, but from man him-
self. Nothing but good emanates from the Divine essence ; and it is
the deeds of man which prevent the influence from reaching him.
Thus circumstanced he might as well say the sun does not shine, when
he had raised a wall which hides the rays of that luminary trom bhis
sight. Thus, saith the wise king, ¢ The foolishness of man perverteth

his way, and his heart fretteth against the Lord,” No, God is all good-
ness, and his mercies are over all his works.”

Some other considerations are adduced ¢¢ as a further exem-
plhification that the destruction of our fellow-creatures ought
not to be the final cause of war.”” 'T'he argument 1s summed up
with an observation, which may to some appear amiably can-

did, but which we confess, comig from a Jew, surprises and
-shocks us.

““ Thus we see that humanity was always a paramount consideration
‘even in wars against Pagans ; how much more must we be influenced

aé }g?sent, when all civilised nations unite in the helief of the true
od!”’ .

< All civilized nations unite in the belief of the true God ! !
Does Rabbi Hirschel believe this? we ask, does he seriously

believe that there is no difference between the one only God of
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Moses, and the plural God. of Christians : no difference be-
tween the bel lef and worship of an indivisible Jehovah, and the
belief and worship ‘of Father, Son -and Holy Ghost, three per-
sons and one God! If there be none, then neither is there any,
notw:thstandmg the solemn and perpetually-recurring téstunony
of Divine Revelation, between Polytheism and Judalsm with
regard to the Supreme Being ; for an object of WOI‘Shlp com-
posed of two persons is as much opposed to-an object ‘'of wor-
shxp cons:stmg of but one simple mind or person, as 1S an »b-
ject of worship made up of two thousand persons or parts, or as
are two thousand several and distinct objects So irreconcil-
ably contrary to each other are the one God of the Jews, and
the trine God of Orthodox Christians, thatone or other must be
false ; and this is the very argu?nent (Rabbi Hirschel must
know this) which Jews use to justify their rejection of Christi-
anity ! ! Is it then come to this, that when they wish to de‘
fend their religious prejudices, they call Christians idolaters,—
when they have a political purpose to serve they acknowledge
them to be fellow-believers in the true¢ God ?  Such disingenu-
ousness (not to say more) might pass unobserved by the preach-
er’s auditory, but it will not xmpose for a moment upan the
Christian pubhc. It betrays either radical ignorance ot the na-
ture of thereligion of Moses, or shameless contempt of it. We
iefer the Rabbi to an admonition recorded by one of his coun-
try’s prophets, (Isaiah xlii. 8.) ¢ Iam Jehovah; that is my
name, and my glory will I not give to another.” .
~ We make these remarks because we are at open war with re-
ligious prevarication and dishonesty, and will attack them
wherever we find them, whether in the meeting-house, the
synagogue, or the cathedral.
~ The Rabbi thinks our rejoicing on occasion of the late vic-
tory, is sanctioned by the justice of our cause ; though he also
hinks that Heaven mingled, in goodness, sorrows with joys lest
we should be extravagantly elated. He panegyrises inhigh terms
the piety of Nelson, “and we verily believe, with as much since-
rity and truth as any of our Christian pastors! He solicits
carnestly 1 behalf of the Fund at Lloyd’s, and here he drops an
amiable sentiment of'gratltude as a Jew, with quoting whlch we
shall dismiss the sermon.

<< If, asmen, as cmzens we must attend to. such sohcltatlons how
much more ought we, as Jews, who are cherished and protected in this
- happy country, even as its own children! Cast out from the land of
our forefathers, we find this land congenial to us: surely, then, its
cause is our cause ; and we ought, on every occasion, to evince ourselves
grateful for its fostermg protectlon "2
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ARTICLE IV.

A Sermon, preached in the Scot’s Church, London Wall, on
T hursday, Dec. 5,1805, being the day of General Thanks-
giving. By Robert ¥Young, D.D. Richardsons, 4to.pp. 24

Tris Sermon was preached before the Volunteer corps of
Loyal North Britons, and is dedicated to his Royal Highness,
the Duke of Sussex, Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of that
corps, as atestimony of the profound veneration which the
preacher entertains for ¢¢ Royal Lineage, adorned by eminent
talents and ardent patriotism.”” His Royal Highness is, we
suppose, agreeably flattered by Dr. Young’s subscription of
¢¢ most faithful, most obedient, and most devoted®’ service. |

1 Chronicles, xxix. 13, 145 ““ Now therefore, our God, we
thank Thee, and praise thy glorious name. But who am I, and
what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly
after this sort ? for all things come of Thee, and of thine own
have we given Thee.”’—The exordium of the discourse is aneat
eulogium upon the piety and patriotism of David, and the cor-
respondent piety and patriotism of ¢ the MONARCH
upon the BRITISH THRONE, whose piety,” the preacher
says, ‘“sheds a lustre on his virtues, and whose life grows
dearer to us with his age !”’ |

‘¢ A consideration of those events which are continually af-
fecting the condition of mankind, and frequently interrupting
the ordinary course of human affairs, can scarcely fail,” Dr. Y.
observes, ‘¢ tolead the inquiring mind to one who is higher
than man.”” He proposes therefore, ¢ in the first place, to
contemplate some of the ends which Divine Wisdom may have
in view, by accomplishing such remarkable events, as affect the
condition and happiness of kingdoms, and afterwards- to illus-
“trate the practical improvement which ought to result from the
contemplation of those, which were the inmediate occasion”
-of the day of thanksgiving.

Under the first head, the author observes, 1. ¢ Every change
which takes place in the creation, indicates the Providence of
God. But those grand events which suddenly, and sometimes
completely, reverse the condition of nations, are peculiarly cal-
culated to impress the fear of God deeply on the human
heart. 2. In such circumstances of change and fear, not only
are our 1deas exalted of the Majesty of God, but we are also
taught the short-sightedness of man with regard to future
events, and the inefficiency of human power towards their ac-
complishment or control. 3. Those remarkable events which
materially affect the happiness of kingdoms, evince that regard
to justice, whiuch characterises the dealings of God towards na-
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tions.” He remarks under the second head, 1. ¢ That the
present situation of Great Britaifr-demands of us unfeigned gra-
titude to God, for the blessings which as a nation we enjoy.._
2. The present situation of our countiy ought to fill us with
contrition, on account of our sins, and lead us to repentance
and amendment. 3. The blessings we enjoy as a nation, call
upon us for a vigorous and effectual defence of them against the
common enemy. 4. It becomes us to shew our gratitude to
God, for the mercies with which he hath recently signalized.
our countty, by charity towards them who mourn the death,
and feel the loss of our warriors who have fallen.”” This last
observation introduces an appeal,—not the most eloquent, but
unexceptionably the most modest we have seen~—in behalf of
the Lloyd’s Fund. | | :
The preacher justly observes that the times call for ¢ contri-
tion, repentance, and amendment.”> We think, however, there
are ‘‘vices,”” nay, (if the preacher will pardon us) crimes
chargeable on Britain, more foul and more alarming than ¢¢ the
excessive love of fashionable amusements.”” On the subject of
criminal amusements he might have condescended to point out,
and it would have been not unworthy of his profession to have
reprobated ¢ a game,” (using the epithet of the evangelical
poet) which has been played long and deeply enough, during
the present reign, ‘“a game” which has squandered away our
blood and our treasure, and put our very existence,. as an inde-
pendent people, to imminent hazard, . -

e -a game, which, were their subjects wise, =
* Kings would not play at.”

'This desperate game, thank God! is nearly up; and if (which
we should be the last to deny,) his Majesty graows dearer ito
us with his age, may i1t not be because we feel an assurance
that experience has rendered him indisposed to its renewal, and
that the circumstances of the times will’ not permit its being of
equal continuance ?

Dr. Y.’s admiration of the British Lion, yieldsin strength to
no sentiment but that of abhorrence of the Gallic Tyger; his
description of whom 1s so appaling that it must have caused a
sinking at heart and fainting among the tender-hearted ladies
who usually wait upon a London orator, had they not happily
been in a great measure excluded, on this occasion, by the
rough-featured, stout-hearted, martial sons of the north. -

“ The Tyger has again started from hisden ; Austria liesbleeding and
stm%gling *neath his grasp. With barbarous deli 131: is he enjoying
her distress, and anticipating her utter ruin. But while bis horrid jaws
are red with human gore, and he sports with the lives of his victims

| 1 |
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prostrate at his mercy, the recollection of Britain spoils his amusement,
and makes his infuriate eyes turn towards her, as to the huntress whomi
he fears. Every step hetakes over the carnage of war, reminds him of
his lengthening distance from the Paradise of Freedom. Every obsta~

cle he overcomes, increases his ambition to rifle it of its sweets, and rob
us of the enjoyment of them.” -

Dr.Y. gives loose to prophetic conjecture. We have not
(unfortunately for us !) the eager ken of his far-famed auditors,

and cannot therefore profit and console ourselves with his vi-
sions of futurity.

¢ The flood may be permitted thus to swell and overflow, in order to
demonstrate with what facility it is capable of being reduced within its
proper bounds. ¢ The green bay tree” may have attained its present
elevation and extension of deadly shade, in order to evince the might of
that arm which shall hereafter apply the axe to its root, and precipitate
with an alarming crash, its honours to the ground.”

We close our notice of this truly loyal and patriotic discourse
with the author’s panegyric on the much-extolled Nersow.

 <“On no occasion, did England look with more solicitude to that
TRANSCENDANT GENIUS, whose example always lifted up the
spirits of his warriors to alevel with his own ; or <‘ expect” with greater
confidenhce, ¢ that’” under such a leader, ¢* EVERY MAN WOULD
DO HIS DUTY.” The event justified her expectations; but her re-
joicing came mingled with sadness. ‘The victory was our’s; but, alas !
the Hero had fallen! The triumph was proclaimed ; but, ah! the
conqueror who had won it was no more! HEg whom Providence had
early pointed out as the champion of his country; over whose life it had
in so many conflicts, watched with a parent’s care; whose very name
had become terrible to his enemies, and arisen to the highest pinnacle
of his nation’s praise—BRAVE NELSON FELL' ’ |

<« His name shall live for ever! ¢ Even from his tomb the voice of pas
triotism cries ;’ and among the richest legacies—which he hath bequeath«
ed to his country, is the spirit he has infused into the British bosom
and the pledge it seems to offer, that ¢ Britain shall be free’.” |

[}
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ARTICLE vV,

Zeal in the Cause of Unitarianism recormmended. A4 Ser-
mon, delivered ut Newport in the Isle of Wight, 16th July,
1805, before the Socicty of Unitarian Christians, establish-
ed tn the South of England for the distribution of Books.
By Willitam Youatt. Vidler.

THis is the second Sermom which the Southerrn Unitarian
Society brought out in the course of the last year. That by
- Mr. Marsom, was a clear and able statement of the duty of a
paramount regard to the approbation of Ged 1in - religious ser-
vices ; this by Mr. Youatt, is a manly and -zealous exhortation
to his brethren to cultivate a steady ‘¢ zeal’” for ¢ the faith once
dehivered to the samnts.> Both discourses, we think, would have
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appeared with more propriety, and to greater. advantage, some-
what nearer to the time when they were delivered. We hope
our brethren of the South will avail themselves on future occa--
sions of our hint, which is given solely with a view to the pro-
motion of their and our great object, the spread of ¢ Scriptural-
Christianity.” ‘ - o
Gal. iv. 18, ¢ Tt is gond to be zealously affected always in a.
good thing.” This is a standing text on the subject of Chris."
tian zeal ; and as a mptto it is excellent ; but it may not be im-
- proper to remark, that the supplementary word ¢ thing’ suits not
the Apostle’s argument so well as the word person, adopted by
modern translators. When passages of scripture are used with
but even a shade of difference from their true original meaning, .
it is better we conceive to avew and éxplain the accommoda-.
tion ; the contrary custom of preachers has contributed more
than any thing to obscure the sacréd text. B S
Mr. Youatt presumes very fairly that the object of this Soci- -.
ety 1s ¢“ a good thing :*> itbeing, according to their own decla- -
ration, ‘¢ the promotion of the knowlédge of the Scuiptures and .
the practice of virtue by the distribution of books.” There can-
not indeed be a nobler object of association. - "
- Zeal in the cause of the Society is recommended by the
preacher, on the ground of aregard to the honour of God—to .
the spread -of the gospel—and to the prevalence of devotion,"
peace of mind, apd virtue. His censures on the Calvinistic
scheme of doctrine are bold ; but they will not be deemed . un-
- candid by those that reflect, that as a Unitarian, he must neces= -
-sarily look upon Calvinism as a deplorable corruption of the
Christian faith, and that a pattern of zealous opposition to error
was set him by the Apostle,from whom he borrowed his text, to
whose honour it is recorded that he withstood a fellow-apostle to-
the face, because he was to be blamed.”
The discourse 1s commenglably plain, serious, and energetic.
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REV.MOSES NAILE.—On the 15th
of February died, at Frome, in the 36th
.year of his age, the subject of this obitu-
ary, of a paralytic aftection.

connexion of the late ,§dr. Wesley, an
are persons of a respectable and religious

character. He was educated in the same

persuasion, and possessed in the earlier
part of hi8 life similar religions se¢nti-

VOL. 1.

His pa-
rents belong to one of thesocieties in the

Y

ments with his parents and friends.  But.
inquiry led him to conclude that Christian
Baptism was a Christian personal duty
and the subject ef choice, the result
of conviction, consequently incumbent on
adults only, they being exclusively moral.
agents, and that it should be administered_
byimmersion. This conviction hé cate’
ried into effect, and joined himself to the
General Baptist Church at Frome,

e
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In process of time, he was called toex-
ercise his gift in prayer, at private meet-
ings; discovered a desire toe become a
hristian Teacher ; and occasionally was
called to give a word of exhortation, as
opportunity offered.” But during this
period, he wasa zealous advocate for the
commonly received notion of the doctrine
of the Trinity, Original Sin, and Satis-
‘faction by the blood of Christ. Though
his ideas were extremely confused when
he attempted to explain his notions so as
to harmonize them with the tenor of the
Bible; and he scemed to be aware of the
weight of the objections which the Scrip-
tures exhibited against these popular
tenets. . In-this state of difficulty and par-
tial hesitation, “ Dr. Toulmin’s :Létters
to ‘Mr. Fuller, on the Preaching of the
Apostles,” were put into his hands., He
perused them with close attention, he
compared them with the Holy Scriptures,
and the result was, that he was fully con-
vinced of the truth of the Unitarian sys-
tem, and avowed his conviction both .in

rivate and public. Soon after this revo-
ution of sentiment, he was invited to
supply a small congregation of General
Baptists, at Wedmoor, in the county of
Somerset, and after some trial, was chosen
to be their minister and pastor. Dr. Toul-
min, Mr. David, and Mr. Jones were re-
qirested to attend on the occasion, and as-
sist in conducting public worship on that
day. After this, he diligently attended
to the duties of his station, studied +he
Scriptures with increasing light and plea~
sure, and appecared perfectly astonished
at his former prejudices. But he was
obliged to encounter the coolness of some
of his former friends, and the anathemas
of others. Yet he remained unmaved in
his persunasion of the views of Christianity

he had embraced, and zealously taught

and defended them to the end with in-
creasing satisfaction and delight. ‘The
writer of this memoir is in possession of
the last letter which hedictated, andwhich
his daughter wrote but a few days before
his death, to one of his friends. It 1s
honorable to his feelings asa hushand,and
the father of six small chijldren, and to
his views as a Christian.

JAMES BARRY,R. A.—This dis-
tinguiched Painter of the British School,
died on February 22, 1806, by an apo-

lectic stroke,in the 65th year of his age,
gle was born at Cork, in Irclapd, of Ca-
tholic - parents, who designed him for a
riest of their own persuasion, but he
carly discovered an aversion to the cleri-

C ] |

‘Reynolds, procured the means of his Ero;
firse

fit. ,
‘his temper unamiable. He disgusted his

8ir Christopher Wren, and Sir

‘Wales,

Obituary. :

cal professith; and astrong inclination te
the art which he so long and successfully
followed. About the 26th year of his
age he came up to London, and was for-
tunately introduced to Edmund Burke,

who with the assistance of Sir Joshua

ing to finish his studies in Italy. His

picture was Fenus rising froin the Sea,
which is also said to be his best. He was
clected, in consequence of it, an Acade-
mician. His fiiend and patron Sir Jo-hu3
Reynolds, was at this time President of
the Royal Academy : through his influ-
ence, Barry was appointed Professor of

Painting. ‘This situation increased tyei-

_ther his credit nor his comfort. He had

been five years Professor before he reed a
single lecture, and was at length exciude
ed from thesociety. Hisgreatést works
are the paintings at the Society for the En-
couragemen: of Aris and Manufactures, €X-
hibiting the Progress of Civiliza icn. His
pecuniary circumstances were in the lata

“ter period of his life very low, and a few

months ago subscriptions were made
among his friends, and an annuity of rool,
purchased for him, of which it'is to be la~
mented he did not-live to-enjoy the bene-
His chaiacter was -unsociable, and

earliest patrans, and alienated his best
friends. His talents -enforced respect,
but his conduct repelied esteem. He was
buried March 14, 1806, in the Cathedral
church of St. Paul’s, near thegffaves of
Joshua®
Reynolds. His corpse was followed by
a great number of the members of the
Society of Arts, who have certainly lo t
in him an active and respectable assocrdite.
REV. DAVID THOMAS. — The
beginning of March, near Cardigan, South
| ied, much regretted by his rela-
tions and friends.~His illness was short
and his dissolution unexpected. He hayd
been married only a few meonths to an

‘amiable’young lady, the sister-in-law ofthe

Rev, W. Richards of Lynn,—and at the

“tiine of his union, had some intention of

emigrating to America. He received his
educat.on for the ministry, under the
Rev. J. Evans of Islington ; and though
when he quitted Wales, he knew-only his
own native tengue, yet he acquired @ con-
siderable knowledge of the English lan-
guage, and made himsel! acquainted with
other branches of wsefu) learning. Upon
leaving Islington, he settled atLutton near
Wisbeach—vwhere he was much beloved,
and respected by all that knew him,
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quxdejﬁs stated laboyrs in the pulpit—
Be k:?t; a small schoal, and rendered him-
self of service in, many impertant respects
:to therising generation. ' Upon his mar-
riage he lzfte thjs situation for Wales,
whenee he intended to have taken . ship-
ping for Amgrica. Buat, alas ! this and
quiry -other plan he had in view was
frustrated by death s at aperiod of his life
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when ke had reason to indulge, from "hi%
domestic connections, the most fattering
prospect of earthly felicity. In him wer®
to be found good sense, united with an
engaging modesty, and an unaffected pis
oety. His tutor, who had many oppartus
nities qf witnessifig his intrinsi¢ werth, is
Bappy in paying this sincere tribute of re-
spect to his memory, - |
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. - RELIGIOUS, o
 UNITARIAN BOOK SOCIETY.—

In consequence of a resolution passed at P

the annual ‘meeting, April 1805, of the
‘Jondon Unitarian Sqciety, for the pro-
motion of Christian knowledge, and the
Practice of virtue by the distribution of
books, the Rev. Mr. ‘Belsham will on
‘Thursday:-the xoth inst. preacha sérmon
at Essex Street Chapel, before the said
Bociety ; the sarvice to begin at 13 o’clock.
- UniTaklaN Funp.—We are desired
tQ print in our present number the Rules
and Preamble to the Rules of this new
and promising institutian, to whose ser-
vice oyr pages arealways open. |
At a respectable meeting (convened “in
cansequence of some resolutions made at a
-preceding general meecting) holden at the
New Londen Tavern, Cheapside, on
"Tuesday evening, March 4th, 1806.
. . T. RuTT, Esq. in the chair,
The following Rules .were read and
ggreed to, .
It has lopg been a subject of complaint
among Unitarians, and a topic of reproach
to their adversaries, that so_few active
maeasures have béen taken to diffuse
among the lower classes of the people the
‘doctrines of rational religion. A know-
ledge of this, together with a ¢onviction
ef thenecessary connexion between truth
#nd righteousneéss, has prevailed upon a
- mumber of individuals, zealously concern-
¢d for the spxead of Scriptural Christiani-
ty, and the promotion of the happiness
and impravement of the paor, to institute
a society for the encouragement of popu-
ar preaching en Unitarian principles.
The sacicty is not insensible of the lau-
- Qable ‘effores that have been made to
instruct the public mind in the knowledge
of pure’ Christianity by the distribution
of books. Thase efforts its members
- Bave witnessed with pleasure, and have,

as individuals; assisted. Theéy are pera
shaded, however, that addresses from thg
ulpit are more suited to the habits of thé
poor, than addresses equally excellent from
the press, and that the encouragement of
Unitarian worship is one of the bes
means, as itis the natural consequence 9}
“dissemipating the Unitarian' doctrine.
Under this persiasion they have forme
themselves into a society to be regnlal;;i
according to the following Rules. )
x. This society shall be. denominated
THE UNITARIAN FUND rox pios
MOTING UNITARIANISM BY MEANS OR
FOPULAR PREACHING. L
‘2. The uses to which the Fund raised
by this society shall be applied, shall be,
First, to enable poor Unitarian cangres+
‘gations to carry on Religious worship.
Secondly, to reimburse the travelling
and other expences of teachers, whe may
contribute their labours to the preaching
of the gospel on Unitarian principles 5 a
Thirdly, to velieve those Christian niis
pisters who by embracing Unitarianism,
subject themselves to poverty. |
3. Every person subscribing the sum
aof Five Shillings or upwards annually;
shall be entitled to recommend cases tg
the Fund. : o
" 4. Every person subscribing the sum
of One Guinca or upwards annually sbqll
be considered as a member of the saciety;
having a right to- recommend cases, and
to votg at all meetings, and to be eligible

to all offices of the society. .
's. Every person sub.cribing the sum of
Five Guineas or upwards at one time,
shall be a member of the socicty for life,
having all the priyileges described in
Rule 44 of persons subscribing On¢ Guinga
or hpwards annually. T
6. All subscriptions paid during any
part of the year, shall be congidered as
commencing pothe first: day of Januacy

Y 2
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of the same year, and as terminating on
the first day of January next ensuing. No
subs<yiber shall be entitled to recommend
a cuse, or to vofe at any meeting until his
subscription for the current year be paid.

4. There shall be two general meetings
of the society, one on the Thursday in
Whitsun week, and the other the last
Wednesday in November ; at both meet-
ings a report shall be made of the state of
the society; and at the mecting in No-
vember, officers shall be-clected for the
ensuing year.

8. At one of the general meetings to be
determined on by the Committee, a Ser-
mon shall be preached. before the society,
by a minister previously appointed by the

Committee, when a public collection shall

be made for-the benefit of the Fund.

9 A Treasurer and Secretary shall be
annually chosen at the gereral meeting
in November; the Treasurer shall re-
ccive all subscriptions and make all ne-
cessary disbursements on account of the
society ; the Secretary shall give notice of
the meetings of the society, record its mi-
nutes, and comduct its correspondence.
Both the Treasurer and Secretary shall
make a half yearly report to the society at
its two general meetings. |

10. A Committee consisting of nine
members (including the Treasvrer and Se-~
cretary for the time being) resident in or
near London, shall be annually appointed
at the general meeting in November to
manage the affairs of the saciety, five of
whom shall constitute a quoru:n, and three
of the said Committee, viz. thosc three
who upon inspection of the Sccretary’s
minutes shall be found to have given the
least attendance at Committee-meetings,
shall be considered iueligibﬁe for one year.

x1. The Committee shall meet once a
month, or oftner if the Secretary shall
think proper to call them together

12. Corresponding members shall be
appointed at the general meetiug in No-
vember, in different parts ofthe kingdom,
to whom it shall Be recommended to
tran-mit to the Secretary anannual report
of tha state of Unitarianism in their, seve-
ral di-trizts, to be laid before the general
meeting 11 November, and otherwise to
promote the general objects of the soci
ety. Corre ponding members shall be
entitled to actend the Committee meet-
ings in London, and shall be considered
for the timme being as members of the
€Committce. o

13. Two members shall be chosen an-
nually by thesociety,at its general meet-
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ing in November, as. auditors of the
Treasurei’s accounts, by whem all the
accounts shall be allowed and .igned prior
to their_being submitted to the society.

4. ﬁvcry individual wishing to ‘re-
ceive assistance as a preacher from the
Unitarian Fund, shall preduce ample tes-
timonials to the Committee, of his moral
character and  ministerial qualifications g
and every congregation desirous of as-
sistance from the Fund,shall producea re-
commendation, signed by tweo or more
subscribers not members of such congre-
gatiomn. | ,

r5. The Committee shall have the
power of electing as honorary members
such persons as by their advice and ser-
vices shallrender themselves particularly
useful to the society, who shail possess
all the privileges of life-;ubscribers 3 pro-
vided always  that the Committee shall
not elect more than two honorary memw
bers in onc year, and that they specify ir
the Secretary’s report at one of the half
yearly . meetings the considerations on
which such elections are made.

16. 'The Cemmittee shall have the
power in any emergency of calling an
extraordinary general meeting of the so-
ciety. | o

1 7. The above rules shall not be alter-
ed except at the general meeting in No-
vemiber. Any alterations intended to be
proposed to the society, must be first no-
tified to the Committee at one of its
meetings ; and no motion for altering the
rules shali be carried unless by two-thirds
of the members present at the November
general meeting. :

Josern HorpEN, Esq. Treasurer,
No. 78, Lombard-street.

. Rev. R. AsrrLaa~p, Secretary,

- Hackney, |

By whewmn communications and sub-

" scriptions aie received on bchalf of the

socicty.
4 LITERARY.

The two gold medals, annually given
by the Chancellor of the University of
Cambridge, for the best proficients in
Cla-sical Literature, were on Thursday
March 6, adjudged—ihé first to DMr.
Mitciell, B.A. of Peinbroke-Hail; the
other to Mr. Hustler, B.A. of Trinity
College. The former gentleman received
his education in Christ's Hospital ; ano-~
ther of whose scholars Jast year obtained
one of the same prizes. ‘

At the anmversary meeting of the
Highland Bociety of Scotland, Sir John
Snclair laid on the table. the printed
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sheets of a large portion of the Poems of
Ossian, in the original Gaelic, with a
Latin wanslation. - '

. 'The University of Oxford have under-
taken to complete the Septuagint, begun
by the late Dr. Holmes. The .cellations
have for some time been finished.

A new ' edition, being the fourth of
‘Thaddeus of Warsaw, by Miss Porter,
1s in the press, and will be speedily pub-
lished. - -

The Professor of Greek in the Univer-
sity of Bologna, is a female; her name,
Mademeaiselle Clotilde Tamboroni. She
is stated to have begun the usual course
of Winter Academical Lectures with a
very eloquent and brilliant discourse.

- An establishment 1s forming for assist-

ing drawing, music, and other masters,

. and artists and teachers of every- de-

scription. Such an establishmént has

long been wanted. - - o
- Mr. Woodfall, son of the late Mr.
Woodfall, the Printer of the Public Ad-
vertiser, is about .to publish a new edi-
tion of the Letters of Junius, according
to a plan originally suggested by Funius
himself, together with the private cor-
respotidence of -Junius, and a fac-simile
of his hand-writing.

The college of Fort William, in Ben-
gal, has proposed a prize of 5col. to Bat-
chelors of Law and persons of superior
degree of the University of Oxford, for
the best work, in English prose, em-
bracing the following subjects. 1. The
probable design of Divine Providence-in
subjecting so great a portion of Asia to
the British dominion. 2. The duty,
means, and consequences of translating
the Scriptures into the Oriental tongues,
and of promoting Christian knowledge
in Asia. 3. A brief historic view of the
progress of -the gospel in different na-
-tions, since its first promulgation ; illus-
trated by maps, shewing the luminous

- tracts .throughout the world, with chro-
nological notices of its duration in parti-
cular places.

A new edition of Mrs. Carter's Poems,
with oiiginal picces and memoirs of her
Life is prepanng for publication by her
pephew, Mr. Mantague Pennington.

Mr. W. Haas of Basil, proposes to

~publish an édition of the Old Testament
in the Hcbrew language, with charac-
ters which he has recently engraved,’and
. from the text of Vander Hoogt, pub-
}li-hed at Amsterdam in 1705. Mr.
Haas has already printed different works
in Hebrew, for the use of the Jewish
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worship, which are commended by pro«
ficients in that language. S
. POLITICO-RELIGIOUS, o
"Fhe alarming deficieney of priests in
France, has occasioned the Cardinal
Archbishop of Rouen, to publish a Pas-.
toral Letter, in which he observes,
“ Withina few years, the vast diocese of
Rowuen will be without priests. It isim= -
possible to replace the ravages made by
death :* many of our fellow-labourers have
reached 50 years of age; many are bea
yond that period ; perhaps very soon our
country places, and even our cities will
have nothing but a few Missionaries
wandering from par:sh to parish, and ef-
fecting but little of what ought to be
done; and without better encourage-
ment of the Seminary at Rouen,” he adds,
“ nothing will remain to the Church of
Rouen, but the bare edifices and- the re-
grets of the faithful.” ' |

- As one proof of the substance of this

‘Pastoral Letter, it appeavs, that in the

Diocese of St. Brieux, where there are
500,000 souls, instead of: 700 there are
scarcely 500 Curés.—One hundred and
sixty priestshave died in that dioce-c in the
last two years, and the Seminary contains
only thirty persons destined to take or-
ders.—During the last x§ years, scarcely
any persons have taken orders in France.

In consequence of the cession of Augs-
burg to the King of Bavaria, the Jesuits

settled there ever since. the abolition of

their order in 1772, consisting of Father
Zallinger, and some other learned men,
have been compelled to leave that city,
and remove to Mohilow and Polozck, to
which places they have been in the habit
of sending Novicidtes from tinie to time.

The Gazefte de France of January 18th,
quotes a letter from Genoa, stating that a
new monument of religion and benevo-
lence will soon be erccted upon the sum-
mit of the Alps. A convent of Trap-
pists has been established some time. in
Gepoa: when his Majesty the Emperor
was last at Milan, the relizious of this
monastery solicited his promi-e of its pre~
servation, which was granted. Since
that period the minister, Portalis, hasin-
formed the Father, Abbé de la Trappe,
that his Majesty also wished for a new
establishment of the order upon Mount
Genevre, and that the government wopld
immediately undertake to procure the ne-
cessary mecans  for both the establish-
ments. ’ |

With the Catholic Religion, supersti-
tidh seems to be recovcring strength upon
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the Continent. The following is from
the French papers—On the 16th (ult.)
In the morning, Prince l{osepli went to
the mass at Naples, which was celebrated

List of New Publications.

made a presént to St. ]‘a-nvarin, ofa Bdlﬁ-
tiful necklace of diamonds. This ceremas+
ny excited the most lively satisfaction
among the populace, who have the greats
est veneration for that saine.

g

by Cardinal Ruffo, Archbishop. He
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| BELIGIOUS.

A Sermon preached before the Uni-
versity of Oxford, Nov. 24, 1805; in
which is proposed, a New Interpretarion
‘of the 87th Psalm. By Jobn Eveleigh,
D, D. Provost of Oriel College,and Pre-
bendary of Rochester. 1s.

A Letter addressed to a Soctety of Pro-

testant Dissenters in the West of Eng-
land. By James Hews Branesby. 1zs..
 Letters to Dissenting Ministers and
Students for the Mimstry, from the Reyv.
Job Orton ; transcribed from his origi-
nal Short-hand. With Notes explanatary
and biographical; to which are prefixed,
Memoirs of his Life. By S. Palmer.
2 vols. r2mae.

1

A Letter to a Country Gentleman, con~

taining some Remarks on the Principles
and Conduct of those Minissers of the
Church of England who exclusively style
themselves Evangelical Preachers. 1s. 6d.

. The Works of Archbishap Leighton,
Vol 11l containing Lectures on the farst
Nine Chapters of Matthew, never before
published ; and Twenty-eight Sermons
on different Subjects. 8vo. 8s.

Letter to his Grace the Archbishop of
Canterbury, on the probable Number of
the Clergy,and other Matters relating to
the Church. 2s. |

Letters from a Mother to her Daugh-
ter, on Religious and Moral Subjects.
By M. S. bds. 4s. 6d.

A Sermon preached in the Chapel of
the Foundling Hospital, on Wednesday,
¥Feb. 26, 1806 (being the Day appointed
for a General Fast). By the Rev. J.
Hewlett, B.D. 1s.

An Essay on the Propagation of Chris.
tianity. By Robert Moritt, A.B. of Ca.
tharine Hall, Cambridge. 2s. 6d.

Memoir of the Expediency ofan Eccle.

siastical Establishment for British India;

both as the meansof perpetuating theChris-
tian Religion among our own country-
men, and as a Foundation for the ultimate
Civilization of the Natives. By the Rev.
Claudius Buchanan, D.D. one of the
Chaplains at the Presidenty of Fort Wile
liam, &c. 4to. 12s. boards.

o POETICAL. S
A Monody to the Memory of the
Right Hon. William RPitt. Inscribed to
his surviving Friends. 2s. ;
Pocms : by E. Rushton of Liverpool.
8VO5 6s.
The Constelation of Albion; a Mo+

nody tributary to departed Excellence

By the Author of several Patrietic

Pieces. 1s | .
The Lyre of Love, 2 vols. with Embels

lishments. xos. 6d. LT

Nelson’s Tombj; a Poem. By W. T,
Fitzgerald, Esq. 2s 6d. ‘

The Harper; and  other Poems. By
Quintin Frost, Esq. foolscap 8vo.. gs.
boards. | : -

The Poeti¢ Garland, sacfed to Virtue
and Humanity ; consisting of Porteus
on Death, Blair’s Gravg, Gray's Elegy,
Cunningham’s Pile of Ruins, and Noyes's
Distress. ‘With Biographical Skeiches,
Explanatory Head-lines, and six Engrava
ings. By the Rev. J. Evans, A. M,
rzmo. ©6s. boards. L

The Poetical Registet, and Repository
of Fugitive Poetry, for the Year 1804 ¢
being the Fourth Volume of the Series,
Crown 8vo. 108. 6d. boards. ~

MISCELLANEOUS.

The Asiatic Annual Register; or, a
View of the History, Politics, Commerce,
and Literature of Asia, for the Year 1804.
By L. D. Campbell, Esq. Vol. VI.

Thoughts on Affectation ; chiefly ada
dressed to Young People. 8vo. 6s.

Biographia Scotica, or a Scottish Bios
graphical Dictionary ; containing a shore
Account of the Lives and Writings of the
most eminent Persons and remarkable
Characters, Natives of Scotland, from the
earliest Ages to the present Time. By J.
Stark. Portraits. §s. boards.

Memorabilia of Perth. 8vo. xoe. 6d.
beards. .

Effects of Civilization on the People in
European States. To which is added;
an Appendix, containing Obsgervations on
Mr. Matthews’s Essay on Populatien, .
By Charles Hall, M.D. 8vo. 8s. boards.

A Letter to the Auther of the Examie
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aeation of Professor Stewart's Short State-
ment of Facts: with an Appendix. By

Johin Playfair, A. M. Professor of Natu-

ral Philosophy in the- Umversxty of Edin-
burgh. 2s.

Gleanmgsm Afrxca, in a series of Let-

ters from an English Officer at 'the Cape
of Good Hope. 10s. 6d. boards.

Letters and Papers on Agriculture,
Planting, &c. Vol. X. selected from ‘the
Correspondente of the Bath and West of
England Society for the Em:our-agemem
of Agmculture, &c. 8s.

Gecoronika; Agricultural Pursuits trans-
Jated from the Greek. By the Rev. T,
Owen, M. A.of Queen’s College, Oxford,
and Rector-of Upton Scudamore, Wilts,
2 vols. 8vo. 1g§s.

A Complete and Authentic Edition of
the celebrated Letters of Juniusj with

Notes and an Enquiry relative to the
Author. By the late John :Almen.
- vols. small 8ve. Portraits. 128,

"The Second Volume of Englami’

Hgis. S Cartwnght, Esqg. 9s. bds.
The New:Anaual Rzgxstcr or, Gene-

bhp V. King of §pain.
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ral chosxtory of I-hstory, Politics, md
Literature, for+804. X4s. boards. ‘
An Easy Grammar of History, Ancient
and Modern, by mreans of which that im-
portant Subject-may for the first time be
practically taught in Schools. By the.
Rev- J. Robinson, Wlaster of the Free
Grammar School, Ravenstonedale, West-
moreland. Wnth Maps. 3s. bound..

A -Supplement to the Life and Poste
humous Works of Cowper 3 consisting of
original Letters, addressed ch:cﬂy to the
Rev. Walter Bagot. To which is pre-

fixed, an Index to the whole Work. By
W. Ha leir Esq. 4to. .
The Ceollege of Fort William in Ben-

gal ; comtaining the Official ‘Papers, and
the therary Proceedings of the College
of Fort William in Bengal, during its first
Four Years. 4te. 15s. boards.

The Lives of Cardinal Alberoni and
the Duke of Repperda, Ministers of Phi-
By Geo. Moore,
Esq. 7s. ‘boards.

‘A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Dutens to
&he Editor of the Edinburgh Review. 1s.
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POETRY.

A POEM

~BY THE LATE WM. COWPER, ESQ. -

[ Newver before published. ]
Doom™ as I am in solitude towaste
"The present moments, and regret -the
ast 3

DcI;:nv'd of ev'ry:-joy’l valu’d most, -

My [riend torn froem me, 'and my mistress
lost;

Call not this gloom 1 wear, this anxious
mien,

The dall effect of humour, or bf spleen !

Still, still I mourn, with each returning
day,

Him snatch’d by fate, in -carly youth
away ;

Andher,: thmug'h ‘tedious years of.deubt
and pain

Fix’d in her .choice and faithful-—but in

O! | prone to plty, gen’rous and sincere,

Whose eye ne’er yet refus’d the wretch a

tear §

Whose heart, the realélaim of. fucndshlp

knows,

. Nor thinks a lover’s are but fancied WOCes 3 A

See me, cre yet my destin’d course half
done,
Cast” forth & wand'rer on a world un-

. knawn ! -
See me ncglcctcd on the world's rude
coast,

Each dear companion of my voyage lost !

The last frail hope of Capet’s ha

Nor ask why clouds of sorrow §hadc my |
brow,

And feady tears wait only leave toflow!

Why all that sooths a heart from angu;sh
free, |

All that delightsthe happy——palls on me,

HINT.
FOR ANINSCRIFTION, ON A 9aqn=:C'rzn

“MONUTUMENT.
& Patrcm sequitur.”

CaaTwam, with hostile vigor, all i'ns
own,

Shakes the proud base of Bourbon’s ane
- cient throme,

Our Pitt destroys, -though with afriend's

embrace,

plas race;

‘The son thus-emulates his father's fame,

“Their acts so varwus, yat the praise the
same.

EPITAPH ON ROBESPIERRE

¢« Passant, qun que tu sais, ne pleures pas
IMONSoTty :
« i j¢ vivais, ta- seraigimor”

IW)we r thoumart, chat mﬂdmt her;,
Pour, for my fatc, no pitying teaat;
Nor, pensive, o’er my ashes tread ;
For, were [ living, thou wert dead.

Feb. 10, 18Q6. Crvis,
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Octoler 1805.
MORALITE.
PAR M.P—

& Vivons pour peu d’amis, occupons peu
«“ d’espace,

“Ne faisons que du bien, formons peude
“ projets:

¢ Nos jours seront heureux ; et si le bon-
“ heur passe,

« 1 ne neus laissera ni remords, ni re-
“ grets.”

Lov'd by a few, and mod’rate thy estate,
Goodness thy aim, nor wishing to be
great : -

Correspondence.

From << L' Esprit des. Journauzx,”

Bliss shall be thine ; and ev’n though blis ¢
depart, | - ‘ :

‘Remorse ne'er wait behind, to wound thy
heart. ' T

| | EPITAPH.
PAR, M. SYLVAIN MARECHAL.

« Au pied de cet arbre repose

« 1.a cendre d’un homme de bien':
« Mais il ne fut pas autrechose;
« En ce monde, ¢’est n’etre rien.”

Beneath this shade the ashesrest

Of one whom virtue’s bounty blest s

Yet, virtue’s gifts being all his store,

The world esteem’d him only poor. .
L.I. MEegNTOR,

Feb. 17, 1806.

CORRESPONDENCE.

IT is with very sensible pleasure we acknewledge the increasing support which
our work receives from the public at large, and from numerous respectable cor-
respondents. ‘This circumstance is flattering to ourselves, but we value it chiefly
as an indigation that the cause pf truth and enquiry is so far from being des-.
perate, that its adherents have only to avow themselves, in erder to make a serious
and useful impression on the minds of the uninquisitive and the prejudiced. The
success of the Monthly Repository is no lenger problematical. ~We have only to
entreat that our literary friends will be steady in their assistance ; our object is
good; we wish to effect it by respectable means. ’ - . |

The excellent and interesting Letter, from Cambridge, on the subject of Mr.
Locke’s monument, signed Laicus, shall appear in our next number. We hope we
shall frequently see among our communications the signature of the same Corte-

ondent. . T ‘
SPIn our next also will be given, ¢ A Sketch of the Life and Character of Dr. W,
Robertson, the Father of Unitarian Nonconformity,” and likewise L. L’s Enqui.’
ries concerning Dr. Robertson, and Hopkins’s Appeal. . o

‘The following cemmunications have been received, and are intended for publica-
tion :—]J. M. on Ephes. i. 14.—Philopax, 2d part-—-SelecEtor’s Extract from the Cor-.
respondence of Richardson—S. N. R.’s Enquiry concerning 1 John v. 7—J.'T. 8.’s
Reécipe—An Unitarian on Jer. xxiii. 6.—Cambro-British Biographical Sketchese
and Original Letter of Dr. Priestley’s. | i ) :

We are much obliged to the Rev. Mr. Holland for the MSS8, with which he has
favoured us. We shall not fail to make use of them. '

Andrew Marvell, Junior’s Plan for the Hawking of Prayers is, we fear, rather
too jocular for a Theological Publicitien : we shall, however, take it into further
consideration. We shall be always glad to hear from this correspondent.

We thank our learned correspondent K. for the Translation and Commentary he.
has sent us from Paulus’s Commentary on the N.'T. It will give us high satisfaction to
be able, by means of our correspondent, to make the British public acquainted with.
the works of that celebrated critic. ‘The Translation shall appear in an early Num.
ber of the Repository. , |

ERRATA IN OUR LAST NUMBER.

P.57.1 13 for « 1998 read ¢ 1788.” .
62- 1. 4. for ¢ Clark” read < Clarke.” =
"The reader is also requested to correct a few mistakes in the last half-sheet, which
an unforeseen delay in one department of our work caused to go through the press
in a hurry. | -
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