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IT has been alleged by those who appear to have paid most
attention to, and to be best acquainted with this part of

the British history, that the Druids very generally, or at least
great numbers of them, embraced Christianity upon its first
promu lgation in this island ; and that the consequence was, as
mi ght be expected, that the Christianity of the Britons, in
time, took a tincture of Druidism. This will not appear at
all strange or extraordinary, when we consider how much the
religion of the J ewish Christian s was tinctured with Juda ism,
and th at of the Platonic converts with P latonisrn : the case
was probably similar with convert s from most, if not all other
sects. The apostles, while they lived, laboured to guard
against this, but when they were gone, the difficulty of counter-
acting it would doubtl ess become much greater * To this
source may perhaps be traced most of the religious differences,
errors, and squabbles among the Christians of the firs t ages,
if not also of latter times. The philosophers of different de-
scri ptions or of different school s, after having embraced Christi-
anity, would naturall y feel an attachment still , at times, to
some of their old favouri te maxims and doctrines, and if they
did m>t appear to them to be directl y hostile, or absolutely
irreconcileable to the principles of the new rel i gion , would be
rery apt to wish they might be incorporated with it. On this
ground we may pretty safely account for the rise and peculiari-
ties of what is called Ptlag ianism. It is only Christianity
tinctured, or adulterated with Druidism. Among the favour-
ite or l eading tenets of the Druids (as we learn fro m the bes^
authorities ) the following were none of the least prominent :-—4C that in the state of humanity good and evil are so equal ly
balanced, that liberty is enj oyed , and the will is fre e—that
man has ability to at tach himsel f either to the good or tke
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290 The f irst Introduction of the Gospel into Brita in.

evil, apd that he has p ower to co-operate with the Deity/' fcc.
These are so very like what are said to have been the leading
and distinguishing ten ets of the Pelagians , that we may ven-
ture to conclude the latter to h ave sprung fro m them,. It does
not appear that Pelag ius, who was a Briti sh Christian, and
whose ori ginal name ,was Morgan, or Morgan t , was the
founder or inve n tor of the religious svstem that goes under his
name- When he went abroad to Rome, Africa, Jerusalem,
and other parts , there is reason to believe t hat he onl y taught
and d efended the rel i gious princi ples that prevai l ed, and which
be had imbibed in his own country . He had been educated, it
is said , in the college or monastery of Bang or 9 which , in all
probability, had been original ly a drudical -seminary, and would
continue still to inculcate, in some, form or degree, many of
the precepts and maxims of the old rel igion, and among the
rest those above mentioned. As a pup il or student there he
would , naturall y imbibe them, and when he went abroad, would
as natural ly promul gate and defend them : hence the rise or
origin of that fri ghtfu l  heresy of Pelagius , about which there
has been so much clamour and contention in the world ever
since, and in opposing which the redoubtable Bishop of Hippo,
couiiii only called Saint Augustine, rendered himself so cele-
brated . After all , may it not reall y be very fairl y questioned
whether the dm id ism of Pelagius, or the p la tonism of his op-
p-m ent ^ was the most forei gn from , or inimical to the rel igion
of the New Testament ? The mere op inion or authority of
August ine can determine nothing against Pelagianism ; for
it does not appear that he was either more pious, more honest ,
more wise5 more learned, cr more infallible , than his opponent,
His chief ad vantage or superiority seems to have consisted in
his having the civil and ecclesiastical powers, with the rabble
or maj ority on his side ; and that ad vantage or superiority
Caiaphas also had , in his controversy with Jesus Christ , and
the Jews, in (heirs with the apostles. The question must be
decided; lik e all other reli gious questions, by the voice of
scri pture, an d not by that of Saint Augustine, or any other
such saint or sinner. Pelagius is also supposed to have beeq
an universalist , because univer salism appears to have been a
druidical tenet , but in that he could be no more a heretic than
Origen, an d others, in ancien t as wel l as modern times.

Other accounts have been piven of the firs t introduction of
the gospel into Britain , of which the following are the most
remarkable.—One ascribes it to James the son of Zebedee ;
but the little credit that is due to this will soon be perceived by
adverting to the earl y date of that apostle 's martyrdom. By



another accoun t , the honour of being the fi rst publisher of
the gospel in this island , is given to the apostle Sim on Zelotes,
or the Canaanite ; by another to Philip ; by another (especial ly
among the Caledonians) to Andrew ; by another to Peter> to
which some popish writers are inclined to give no small credit ;
by another to Paul , which has had some very respectable ad-
vocates, who seem to deem it of all others the mbst pro-
bable. By another .account , this same honour has been givefl
to Aristobulus, mentioned in Rom . xvi. 10. The faint or remote
resemblance between this name and 1 Arwystli, is perhaps
the best reason that can be offered in favour of this tra-
dition , though It is not known that its advocates have ever
thought of that. But of all the accounts of this interesting
event that have yet appeared, no One has been given more
circumstantiall y, or with an air of greater confidence and
sol emnity than that which ascribes it to Joseph of Arima-
thea ; a sketch of which shall be here given, for th£ rea-
der's amuaein ent : he will deem it curious, far as he may
be from thinkin g it probable or credible.

This story, or trad i tion states (according to William of
Malmsburyj that Philip (the apostle, as it is supposed)
visited France, where he preached and converted many ; and
being desirous to spread the knowledge of Christ still farther,
chose twelve (others say ten) of his disci ples, and having
devoutl y laid his hands on each of them, sent them to
preach the word of life to the Britons , under the conduct
of hi s dear friend Joseph of Arimathea. Having arrived
here, A.D. 63, they entered upon their work,, and preached
with great zeal and dili gence. The barbarous king of the
cou ntry , h owever, and his subj ects , rej ected their doctrine,
and would not abandon their own superstition. But as Joseph
and his companions had come from a very distant country,
and behaved modestl y, he granted then) a certain island,
cal led Iniswitrin , for their residence^ Two other pagan princes
gr anted them successively twelve hides of land for their sub-
sistence. While they lived in that wild place, they were
admonished by the angel Gabriel to build a church to the
honour of the blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God .
lo this angelic admonition they were not disobedient , but
presently set about t he wo rk , and built a small chapel of
watt les', at a pla^e which had been previousl y pointed out
to them. This being the first Chri stian church in these regiotis,
the Son of God himself did it the very singular honour of
dedicating it to the honour of his Mother*.

* Gul. Malm, Je ant. Gliut. Eccl. apud Gal. torn . i.
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This marvellous tale (evidently a fabrication of the monks
of Glastenbury, to establish the reputation of their house)
was afterwards considerably improved , as appears by the fol-
lowing extract, said to have been taken out of the archives
of the church of Glastenbury :— cc They were six hund red
men and women who were to come over, and had taken
a vow of abstinence till they should come to land , which
vow they all broke, except fifty (one hundred and fift y says
another account) who came over the sea upon the shirt
of Josephes, the son of Joseph. But the rest having re-
pented of the breach of their vow^ a ship was sent to
convey them over, which had been built by King Solomon,
With them came over a Duke of the Med es, called Nacianus,
formerl y baptized by Joseph, in the ci ty of Saram ; the king
of which, called Mord raius , was also of this party, and
afterward s valiantly killed a king of North Wales, by whom
Joseph was kept in prison." (This must doubtless be acting
quite in character, like one of the primitive christians, to
r esist and kill a per secutor /) This notable story has been
different ly told : one of its circumstances is, that Joseph had
been imp risoned by the Jews at Jerusalem, but miraculously
delivered by four angel s, who took up the very house where
he was imprisoned , and conveyed him to his own city of
Arirnathea. Christ is also said to have appeared to him.,
3nd carried hkn to the place where he had buried him,
and shewed him the linen cloth about his head : after which
h-e was baptized by Phil ip, and was , presen t with him at
the assumption of the bl essed Virgin ; and fi fteen years
after he came to Philip, in Gaul, who sen t him over to
Brit ain, as was befo re related . Another addit ional circum-
stance of this curious tale is, that at the time of the per-
secution mentioned in Acts viii . when most of the christian s
of Jerusalem were scattere d abroad, Joseph of Arimathea ,
Lazarus, and others of the disciples of Christ, were taken
up by the Jews, and put into an open boat, without oars,
sails, or rudder, at Joppa , or somewhere thereabout in the
Mediterranean . In that dismal situation they were wonder-
full y preserved , and under the care of an invisible pilots
happ il y conducted over the mighty waters, so that in a
very shor t time they all safely arrived in the south of Franc e,
where they found Phili p, the apostle , engaged in disputa-
tion with the Druids of that country. Shortl y after , i t was
thought proper that Joseph and twelve more should be sent
as missionaries to this island , as has betu alread y stated.
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Such an account as this, one would imagine, could im-
pose upon no man in his sober senses ; and yet, strange as
it may seem, it has actual ly done so,.—Like many other
idle tales, it has had its advocates, and appears to have
obtained no small share of credit in the relifrious world.
But it certainly deserved none ; and of all the accounts of
the event in question, \ it bears the most improbable^ absurd ,
wild, and legendary aspect. How wretched must have been
the condition of our popish ancestors^ when they could
give heed to such a stup id tale as. this ! And how strik-
ing is the contrast between thei r blind credulity, and the
arrogant scepticism of thei r descendants of the present day ! The
right path surely lies somewhere between these two extremes.

Eusebius, as has been already observed ^ speaks as if some
of the apostles had preached here, which may not be al-
together improbable ; but he mentions none of them by
name. Others however, as we h ave seen ^ have amply sup-
plied that deficiency ; but unfortunately their test imonies
or assert ions bear not the stamp of authenticity. None of
them hav e any thing to support them like the evidence that
appears in favour of Bran , the son of Llyr Llediaith *, and
lat her of the celeb rated Caractacus ; which is, in fact, the
onl y account of the event in question that may he depended
upon, or that seems any way worth y of credit. The re-
spectab ility of the Tri ades as a historical document, the
cons istency of its statemen t of this interesting event, and
its natural coincidence with all known facts, cannot fail
of reco mmending this account to the attention of every
serious inquirer f .

* Llyr Llediaith, or Lly r of barbarous speech ^ is supposed to have reigned
over the Silures about the time of the birth of Christ- There have been
x>ther British princes of the name of Llyr ; as Llyr Lluy ddog, Hyr Mcrini ,
and also Llyr ab Kleiddyd, whose story is said to be the original of Shakespear's
tragedy ©f King Lear. Llyr Llediaith had a son named Manawydan, who was of the
bardic, or druidical order, and refused the succession to the Silurian sovereignty,
when his brother Bran and family were carried captive to j fcome; on which
account he was called one of the three unambitious princes of Britain ; the
other two were Llywarch Hen, and Gwgon Gwroa : all of whom declined
the offer of- dominion and royalty, after they had been initiated in bardism**nd when they couW not be debarred from the offered dignity . After his
brother 's return , Manawydan is supposed to have embraced the gospel, of
which some of his descendants also appear to have become zealous and shining
professors.

f Those who wish to see m ore upon this subj ect , may consult Bishop Uoyd*»
Hist. Acct .; Bishop Stillin^ fleet's Orig. Brit. ; Dr. Calamy 's God s Concern for
his dory in the Brit. Isles ; Owen's Cambrian Biography ; Carte and Raping
Histories of England ; and Henry's His. Gt. Brit
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After the return of Bran and hi9 fellow exiles^ the gospel
appears to have been zealousl y an d dili gently promulgated
among our ancestors ; and to adopt the language of the
Evangelist, " the word of God increased and the number
of the disci ples multi plied greatl y, and (as it is said of
the Jewish priests) a great company of the Druids were
obedient to the faith .9> How long th ings continued in this
favourable state canno t now be said i, but in the space of
a hundred or six-score years, that is , toward the latter part
of the second century, a great languor and declension seems
to have taken place. At that t ime Lleurwg (otherwise Ueuver
mawr and Lies ab Coel ,) commonl y cal l ed king Lucius,
the great-great-grand-son of Bran , ruled over the Silures,
by the favour or permission of the Roman Emperor, as has
been al read y intimated. This prince , like his good and
memorable ancestor, being a zealous Christian, and very
anxious for the revival and vigorous propagation of Ch ris-
tianity among his countrymen , th ought proper to send to
Rome for missionaries to assist in so worthy and laudable
an undertaking . What mioht induce him to send to Rome
on such an occasion, rather than any where else, cannot
now be said with any degree of certainty ; but that he
actually did send thither , seems to admit of no doubt.
As a king, he mi ght suppose and conclude that Christianity,
as wel l as every tiling eise that was useful or valuable, could
not fail of being found in the utmost possible perfection

^m ¦ a- m-

in the great metropolis of the Roman emp ire, and of the
civilized world. However that was, his app lication to Rome
met with the des i red success. His messengers returned , ac-
companied with the missionaries , who soon entered upon
their work in good earnest ; the i r  names were Dyvan ,
El van , Fagan , and Medwy. A remarkable and worthy
say ing of Fagan is still commemorated ; <c Where God is
silen t, it is not wise to speak. *' He is supposed to have
settled in Glamorgan , or to have successfully laboured , and
been much venerated in that distric t, where there is a church
dedicated to his memory .

These missionaries were, probabl y, all British Christian s
who had settled at Rome. Dyvari was evidentl y of that
descri ption ; he appears to have been a-kin to king Lucius,
and a descendan t of Manawydan , the son of Llyr . If they
were all of the same nation , which seems most likel y, th ey
would of course, be the fitter for the service in which they
were here to be employed. Th rough their exertions, aided
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by those of other British christians, a great revival is said
to have tak en place, and Britain soon became noted for
the multitude and zeal of its converts. It is also said to
have escaped , (probab ly by the moderation and mildness
of its governors) all those cruel persecutions that had raged,
from time to tim e, in the other provinces of the Roman
Empire ; that only excepted which took place under Dioclesian,
about the beginning of the fourth cent ury ; and even that
is said not to have raged here so long, or so violently as
in other parts of the emp ire. Calamitous, however, must
that time have been , and manv were those who then re-
ceived the crown of martyrdom m Britain ; among whom were
Aaron and Julius of Caerlton- upon-Usk, the capital, of Siluria,

Here it may b^ proper to observe, that some have en-
tertained an op inion that certain missionaries from the East,
supposed to have been disci ples of Polycarp, who. -su ffered
in the year 170, visited Britain toward the latter part of
the second century *, * This opinion is of modern date,
and seems al together problematical . It hinges chiefly,
and it may be said entirely, upon the conformity of
the British with the ori ental Christian s about the time
of k eep ing Easter, and such like circumstances, in which
they differed from all their western hrethern . But this seems
very far from being sufficient to establish the said opinion,
as it might , for aught we know , be owing to some other
cause. And even "were it admitted to have been real ly owing
to the teaching of eastern "missionaries, yet still there ap-
pears no j ust or substantial reason for fixing the time of
their arrival here in the secondr, any more than in the third,
or even the f o u r f i t  century . History is quite silent on the
subj ect ; but of this -point the discussion can be no way
interesting.

After the term ination of Dioclesian 's persecution, Chris-
tianity continued to exist in this country more or less pros-
perously, til l the era of the Saxon invasion, when it ap-
pears to have been entirely extirpated in most parts of
England , and to have remai ned only in Cumberland and Scot-
land , Devon and Cornwall, and the principality of Wales, where
the old inhabitants still maintained their ground , and long
preserved their liberties and their rel igion. The times, how-
ever, must have been th en awfully distressing, and the nation
being kept in a continual 'state of war, alarm, and agitation ,
it may well be supposed that Christianity would soon de-

*. Soc Macpherson's Dissert. No. xx. p. 331 5 and Henry's Hist . Gt, Brit ,
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oline and languish , and that it actually did so, the testimony
of Gildas most lamentabl y proves.

The Saxon invasion proved far more destructive to British
Christiani ty than Dioclesian's persecution^ vi olen t and bloody
as it was. After that persecution ^ by the last Writer 's ac-
count, Christianity happ ily revived in Britain , and conti -
nued to flourish for a long season , till the Arian and Athanasian
controversy interrupted the tranquillity and harmony of its
professors * Of the progress of that controversy, however,
or its pernicious effects in this islan d^ he gives no very parti-
cular account 5 but being himself of the orthodox party,
he speaks of Arianism^ of course^ with no small disappro -
bation and abhorrence. After the agitation and distraction
occasioned by this unhappy controversial event, nothing very
remarkable of a religious nature appears to have occurred in
this country , till the days of Morgan, or Morgant3 com-
monly cal l ed Pelag ius.

ORIG INAL LETTER OF DR. SAMUE L CL ARKE .
To the Editor of the Monthly  Repository.

Sir , Neath, April 24, 1807.
I transmit you the following faithful copy of an original

letter of Dr. Samuel Clarke, which was,, when I copied it,
in possession of the late Rev . Josiah Rees, of Gelli gron,
Glamorganshire, for insertion in your trul y valuable Reposi-
tory. Yours, &c.

DAVID DAVIS.
Sin, Londony Oct. 28 > 1726.

Yotir mistake, I think, lies here. You suppose a man may
possibly conceive in his imag ination an impossibility . But this
Is an evident contradiction . There is no poss ible concep tion in
the imag ination ^ of that which destroys itself . No man can con-
ceive a, mode or quality^ without a subject. Nothing has no pro-
pe rt iesj no modes $ no magnitude ̂  no dimensions ; nor can any
thing ever be affirmed of nothing * 'Tis the absolute negation of
all ideas whatever. To support therefore any sp ace void absolutely
of all essen ce^ is as direct a contradiction ^ as to suppose any
0ihev mode or quality of nothing. Which no man can possibly
do by an y* imagination. Can one nothing be bigger or less tlian ano-
ther ? Can that which is not ^ be square or round ?

I am, Sir? your very humble servan t,
S. CLARKE ,

To Mr. Dan iel Th omas , to be left at Mr. Perrot 's,
In Spilman Street , Carmarthen , South Wales .
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ADVICE TO PARENTS WHO DECLINE FOR THEIK CHiL DREN
BAPTI SM BY WATER.

To the Editor of the Monthly  Repository.
SlR j ,

Though it be allowed , that the word baptism originally
signified immersion, yet it cannot perhaps certainly be proved,
that in apostolical times children were not sometimes ob-
j ects of baptism by water. For as mention is made of whole
houses being baptized, so it has plausibly been urged, that pro-
bably these occasionally included children. If therf children
were ever baptized with water, the ceremony without question
was in tended to supersede the Jewish one of circumcision, and to
teach Christian parents that thebaptism of their offspring is a part
of their own profession of Christianity. Continued in one
form or another for nearly 2000 years, like the Lord's Supper,
it bears evidence to the truth of the gospel. Hence, per-
haps, whatever form they prefer, the advocates for Chris-
tian faith should not^ for trifling reasonŝ  neglect the ser-
vice of baptism. Though Jesus Christ might not prescribe
its perpetuity ; though without doubt he preferred the bap-
tism of the holy sp irit ; though he might mean the baptism
of persecution, when he assured James and John that they
would be baptized as he had been j and though the apostle
Paul referred to the sufferings of the disciples, when he
asked them, why they were baptized for the dead, why
they submitted to evil, if they did not believe in the
resurrection of the dead ; yet, unless some mode of bap*
tism be used, there may be danger, lest parents should
decline to solicit from their minister or friend a religious
service, which, if well conducted, is undoubted ly fitted
to do thei r minds good after the birt h of a child. As dedi-
cat ion or instruction only may be sufficient , so it may be
a very becoming and agreeabl e occasion, when parents them-
selves conduct at least the devotional part of the service.
But for the sakfc of doing more good, perhaps it ought to
be only so far private as may still preserve it domestic, and
render it a part of family religion.

If parents require instruction and advice, there certainly
is a propriety in making application to those, who, having
been in the habi t of conducting such services, may for*
that reason be best fi tted to make useful and good im-
pressions u pon the rpind at a time when it is peculiarly
susceptible of them,—when both parents and children have

( 297 )

VOL. II.  2 R



298 Advice to P arents on Baptism.
good reason to rej oice in the restored heal th of the mother,and when all are willing to be reminded of their respec-
tive duties. It is no smal l part of the ministerial office to
stir up the pure mind by way of remembrance. As this
may be done most effectuall y by the novelty of this
mode of convey ing1 instruct ion, so the friendly address of
an observer to his friends, may perhaps remark something
useful , which might otherwise escape those who are more
nearly concerned.

The apostle Paul declared to the Corinthian Christians,
that Christ sent him not to baptize but to preach the gos-
pel. If Apollos usual ly performed that office , there may be
an allusion to his aid in the words, " I have planted^ Apollos
bath watered, but God hath given the increase/' Howeter
this may be,—whether adults or infants be the objects of
baptism^—whether the face be sprinkled or the body im-
mersed;—whether there be baptism by water or baptism by
the spirit,—whether water be used or water be declined^—the. one thing needfu l is, that the gospel should be preached.
In the opinion of various persons there may be different
modes of fulfillin g this duty . The gospel is as effectually
preached by the application of its princ iples and motives,
as by the declaration of its doctrines. If the grand opinion
be taken for granted , that the infl uence of a wise and
benevolent Providence extend s through all worlds and ages,
and tj iat this is the leading sentiment of divine revelation,
as manifested in the Mosaic dispensation and in the reli-
gion of Jesus Christ , which hath brought life and immoi>
tality to light, (whilst enough probably is received to con^stitute a believer,) nothing more is necessary, on what is
called a baptismal occasion , than to apply this important
principle to the business of education , or to display those
scriptural passages which may encourage and direct thj e
parental mind in the performance of its duty to the rising
generation.

There cannot be a stronger inducemen t to persevere in
endeavouring to discipline the character in sound princi*-
pies or in virtuous habits, than the advice and observat ion
of Solomon ,—u Train up a child in the way in which he should
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it," Whe-^
ther the same writer did not carry the system of severity
and terro r too far., may be deserv ing of calm and seriou s con-
sideration ; but whatever chastisement or correction may
sometimes be necessary or expedient, certainly the apostle



Paul haswisely advised :—-" Parent's^ provok e not your childreri
to wrath , lest they be discouraged, but train them up in the
nurture and admonit ion of the Lord." Severity with passiori
undoubted ly has a tendency either to harden the minds of
the sufferers ^ or to tempt them into the practice of deceit
and falsehood . On this account parents> and all who are
friends to the progressive improvement of mankiiid in
every rising generation , shou ld beware lest the mdul -r
gence of anger should not only render themselves irritable
and of course uhh'appy, but the obj ects of their resent-
ment liable to the like propensity,, or inclined to gu ile for
the sake of avoiding punishment .

In the directions given by Moses to spread abroad the
knowledge of the Jewish law and commandments , he seems
to have been well-aware of the impression made by domes-
tic and parental instruction. " Thou shalt teach these th ings
diligently unto thy child ren, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in the house, and when thou walkest by the way,
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." In-
structors shou ld unquestionably use, as the words may im-
ply, both diligence and repetition . Nothing more effectu-
ally impresses good instruction upon the mind than familiar
conversation. During their leisure hours at home, parents
cannot be better employed than in teaching their children.
It is a most deligh tful as well as useful office. Advantage
may be taken both of exercise and amusement, to convey
valuable ideas to the mind . In the evening, persons may
be tranquil, contemplative and disposed either to receive in-
struct ion or to engage in devotion . Since sleep is the image
of death, man; ought to be as thank/ul for his restoration
fro m one, as for his resurrection from the other.

It is a pleasing subj ect for reflection , that, before per-
sons go to the business and events of the day, they have
made some provision for the salvation of the soul, for the
improvement of the mind , and that their children or domes-
tics have by their means made some progress in wisdom,
in virtue, or in rel igion.

In the affection which Jesus Christ shewed for little
child ren , and in the emblem , which they suggested to his
mind of simplicit y and innocence , he hath sufficient ly en-
coura ged the endeavours of parents for the welfare or theif
offsprin g, and hath tndde them memorials of those virtues,
which al one can fit either parents or children for the bless-
edness of the j ust.

In fact there is never j ust cau se to be discouraged. Under ths
w ise and gracious providence of God, no good effort is evei;
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TRENCH NATIONAL CATECHISM.

To the Editor of the Monthly  Repository .
Sir ,

Your Reviewer (Vol . ii. p. 94,) seems to laugh at cc the zeal
which themost rel igious king of France'* has display ed^ in order-
ing a " Catechism to be drawn up for the use of the Ortho-
dox" within his dominions, but yet seems at the same time
to doubt whether such a " National Catechism is reconcil-
able with the equality of the two religions, Cathol ic and Pro-
testant ?" With respect to the royal zeal which firs t sug-
gested this labour of Jove, this close imitation of cc Cyrus and
Const antine " surely nothing can be obj ected bv the Ortho-
dox . Buonaparte is now the supreme head of the Gallicari
church. Of- cou rse therefore he may be expected to imitate
the example of other supreme, heads, or most Christian kings,
and direct his priests to manufacture suitable Creeds, Cate-
chisms, Articles-, and Test-Laws, for the security of social
order and rel igion throughout his extensive dominions. Should
the Reviewer deny this common prerogative of royal ty, or
doubt its vast utilitv , he would be at variance with " exist-
ing circumstan ces" in other neighbouring countries , and de-
serve to be classed among Mr. Burk e's numerous host of
incorri gible Jacobins . The doubt too which he seems to
entertain concerning the difficu lty of reconciling CQ the equ a-
lity of the two rel igions/' is upon the same princi ples a?
easil y removed ; for every state has a ri ght to chuse its own
creeds and catechisms, otherwise what would become of civil
establishments in rel igion , or of those alliances between
church and state, without which Christian ity, so called , would
be in clanger of being lost ? Besides, in the case before us,

lost. It may be better to do a great and certain good to
a few, than a small and uncertain one to many . Though
the objects of our endeavours be not numerous, we may
still be usefu l in preparing labourers, who may gather an
abundance of £ood fruit into the store-houses of God.

To compare great th ings with small , the cards are not
of our own chusing. Whatever we have, we should play
them wfell. Duty is our's ; events are God's. Let then our
light so shine before others, particularly before the risincr
generation , that they seeing our good works may follow
our exam ple and glorify our Father in heaven.

JOHN HOLLAND-
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the Reviewer has obviated his own doub t, by shewing that
this Catechism may, by the help of a few clerical salvos
and mental reservations, be rendered passable to bo th reli-
gions. Although (says he, p# 95,) cc the Orthodox Christian
will not find in this Catechism all the doctrines of grace—
he will find to his satisfaction some of the pecul iar doctrines
stated with great precision ." And that this is a j ust asser-
t ion is pretty evident from the conduct of our own Ortho-
dox saints. The Eclectic Revi ewers mak e no great outcry.
The Reviewers in the Evangelical Magazine pass over the
doctr inal paris of the Catechism in silence. Now as these
celebra ted literati can follow the scent of heresy through its
most artful windings and doublings, with all the sagacity,
perseverance and certainty of a true bred blood-hound, their
silence affords a solid proof that at least the theological part
of th is Catechism meets with their approbation . 'Tis true,
some heretical wrongheads are apt to suspect that these Re-
viewers, though ostensibly a different corps, are in reality the
same, and united in the same firm ;- but supposing this to
be the case, it does not overthrow my argum ent or proof,
but only reduces it into rather a less compass. If this
Catechism contains a few doubtful points^ . or lays down,
certain credenda which the orthodox do not include or ad-
mit among their glori ous peculiarities ; so do other articles,
cca fessions and harmonies in Protestant Churches ; and such
ru bs must be got over, or quibbled away as the case requires*or the scruples of the subscriber render needful. Manuals
and Expositions for this purpose may be purchased dog cheap
at the book stalls, by which the scrupulous or the doubt-
ing may easily learn how to surmount every difficulty and
to lull his conscience to sweet repose. The French Pro-
testants must , therefore, avail themselves of these aids, lik^
the ir brethren in other countri es. At present however,! they
have no great need to employ their time in such studies,
as they are not required to subscribe their assent and con-
sen t to the truth of this Catechism, but merely to teach
their youth to repeat i t ;  and we know that priests and nurses
do not always consider themselves as obl iged to believe that
all the storie s they teach to children are true.

I hope your Reviewer is now convinced that king Buonapartê
whilst he remains so, lias the sam e right to make a religious
creed for his subj ects, as his royal brethren in other places
have for their7 s; and also to punish Dissenters by star-chambers5
sp iritual courts, inquisitions, or anv other rational means
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which other regular governments have employed^ or yet do
employ, for such j ust and necessary purposes. I trust too,
he is equal ly convinced how easil y the French Protestants
may g^et over any of their obj ections to this Catechism, by
means of those various salutary anodynes and soporifics which
have performed such wonderful cures in dther parts of the
world.

Your R eviewer next proceeds with his criticisms upon the
political part of the above-named Catechism ; " the main
object of which, he tells us, is to enlist the consciences of
the French on the side of the new Imperial family/' To
prove this poin t, he transcribes a lesson fro m it , grounded
upon the ,5th (no t 1th) commandment, inculcating " the du-
ties of Christ i ans in regard to the princes who govern them,
and particularl y toward s Napoleon the 1st. " Now this lesson
makes a very curious discovery ! It proves beyond a doubt,
that Napoleon the 1st, u the Legate, and the Cardinal
Archbi shop of Paris/' are so eager to adopt the sentiments
of rulers and priests in regular governments, that they have
actu ally condescended to become guilty of p lag iarism. In-
credible as it may appear, the substance of this lesson
is purloined from the writings of our own clergy, and more
especially from their 30th of January Sermons, some of which
were preached by Archbishops and Bishops before fo rmer
parliaments,andhave received their thank s and imprima tur. The
following extracts from some of these celebrated Sermons, &c.
&c. will enable, your readers to j udge for themselves how closely
the copy imitates the original .

u I am resolved, by the grace of God, to honou r and obey
the king wnom God , is pleased to set over me. He that
honours not the king that represents Gqjl , cannot be said to
fear God who is represented by him. So that the wrath of
(iod shall as certainly fall upon those that rise up against the
king, as upon those that fi ght against God ; and no wonder that the
punishment should be the same when the faul t is the same.—-
Upon th is ground it is that I believe the wickedness of a prince*
cannot be a sufficient pica for the disobedience of his subjects ;
for it is not  the holiness, but the authority of God that he re-
presents^ which the most wic'Acd aS well as the most holy per-
son may be endowed With. Instfm iich that did I live among the
Tvrksj I sh ould look upoti h as irry duty to obey the Grand
Seignior in sill his lawful edicts, afc well as the most Christian
aftd pious king iii the world. Fot suppose a king be never so
Wicked, and never so n egJTJge'frt iri his duty of protecting ihe, i§
doth not follow that I must neglect mine of obey ing him."—
Bp. Beveridge's Private Thoughts. . /
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u f$t. Paul, when in so many words he declares that vyko§Qe*oer
tesistetk the pozver^ &c, and Rom. xiii. 1st, out of all doifbt speaks
there of the temporal power, and of eternal damnation to ensue
upon resisting it ;  than which, what more grievous punishment
could have been inflicted had they immediately resisted God him*
self ? And recollect I entreat you the time when th is was so
positively pronounced by St. Paul. It must have been written
under the reign of Claudius or JSf ero : so that it is evident all
that resisted them were, without repentance, in a damnable state.'*—
Bp. Rochester's Serm on, May 29, 1692 .

" If a sovereign shall persecute his subjects for not doing his
unj ust commands, yet it is not lawfu l to resist by raising arms
against him—they that resist shsll receive to themselves damna-
tion. But they ask, is there no limitation ? I answer, how shall
we limit when God hath not limited, or distinguish where he
liath not distinguished ?"—Abp. Bramhall.

u There is an universal, absolu te command in holy scriptures,
laid upon all Christians, to be subject to the supreme powers iij .
all cases. Let every soul be subject to the higher powers : to which
Christian precept there is no exception to be found for any per-
son in any instance, from one end of the Christian Institution
to the other."—Bp. of Ely's Ser. before the Lord Mayor, Jan.
SO, 1684. v '

u No conjuncture of circumstances -whatsoever, can make that
expedient to be done at any time, that is of itself unlawful.
For a man to blaspheme the holy name of God—to sacrifice to
idols—to give wrong sentence in judgment—to take up arms
offen sive or defensive against a lawful sovereign :—none of these
may be done by any men ; notfor the avoiding of scandal ; not at
the instance of any friend ; nor for the maintenance of lives and
liberties ; nor for the defen ce of religion ; nor for the preservation
of a church or state ; no, nor y.et if that could be imagined possible,
for the salvation of a soul ; no , not for the redemption of the
whole world !!"—Bp, Sanderson's Works.

If it is obj ected that sentiments like these were peculiar
to the times in which the wri ters of them flourished , and
that our modern clergy have in a great measure abandoned
them, let the objector consult a collection of Resolutions,
&:c. 8cc, passed by various bodies of the clergy at the time
when the Dissenters made their last application for the re,
peal of the Test Act , and perhaps it may be found that the
holy mantle of former worthies is yet in being, and stiii
retains some of its peculiar virtues . Your's,

Derb y, March 10. A CONSISTENT PROTESTANT.
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M R - BELSHAM 'S STRIC TURES UPON MR . B. CARPE NT ERS
DEFE NCE OF A & IAN iSM IN HI S LECTURES.

LETTER V*
To the Editor of the Month ly  Rep ository.

Sir ,
In my worthy friend's Lecture upon Metaphysics^ he in-

troduces a note (p* 54,,) in defence of the existence of a
Devil which is too curious to be passed over without notice.
*' It is/' says he, " one of the discoveries of the presen t age,
that there is no such being as the Devil : and to believe
in his existence is esteemed a mark of superstition. This be-
lief is called an evanescent prejudice, which is now a dis-
credit to a man of understanding." I confess, Sir, that to this
opinion 1 feel myself pretty strongly Inclined ; and that in
my judgment it is much to the credit both of the dis-
cernment and of the information of the present age_, that
there is a growing tendency to discard the absurd Mani-
cheau hypothesis of an evil spirit, and to revert to what
appears to have been the original doctrine hoth of reason
and revelation—that there is in the universe but one govern-
ing will—that there is otie Being whose sole prerogative it
is/ "to  form light and to create darkness, to make peace
and to create evil*.0

My fri end, however, thinks diffe rently. The opinion which
he espouses is, he say s, " very ancient. In the most re-
mote and purest ages of antiquity of which we have any
account, it was believed that there is one supreme God, the
Author of all good : that inferior to him is another being,
the immediate author of evil ; and also a divine person
called the cond uctor or mediator, whose office it is to rec-
tify the evil produced by the latter," As my friend here
" adopts very strong and positive language,'* and as it ought
not to be supposed th at he is one ot those who are " most
bold when they are most blind/' it is to be presua^ed^that he has crood reason for his confidence. It would there-
fore have been kind in him to have informed his less learned
read er, where this ancien t and authentic document is to be
found, which makes the devil , in a manner, the second per-
son of the tr ini ty, and represents this notioa as the uui-

* Is a xlv. 7.
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form belief of the remotest, and the purest ages. " :For.my
own part I have access to no records earl ier than the writings
of Moses and the Jewish prophets, and historian s, and in
these 1 can find no traces of the doctrine which my wor-
th y friend has exhibited. From Genesis to Malachi I see
no account of any such mali gnant omni present bting as the
devil is commonly imagined to be, and much less of a third4t d ivine person/' whose office it is to rectify the evil pro-
duced by the second. All good and all evil is in the Jewish
scriptures , uniformly ascribed to the One God , who is the
great and pri m ary Agent In all events. It is Jehovah, and
not the devil , that < c hardens the heart of Pharaoh*." And
if - there is " evil in the city/' it is " the Lord ," and not
an evil sp irit , f  who hath done itf ." The word devil never
occurs m the Old Testament, iri the sense in which' it is
now used. And Satan, as my friend well knows, properly
signifies only an adversary, and is applied even %o God him-
self, when he appears adverse to the desires and designs of
his creatures. Comp. 2. Sam. xxiv. 1. with 1 Chron.
xxi. 1. The . first ch apter of Job is plainl y an allegorical
descri ption of the calamities which are supposed to have be-
fallen that excel lent man. Credul ity herself would not re- *
ceive it in a literal sense.

In the New Testamen t the word devil is sometimes used
to personify the principle of evil , and sometimes the idola-
trous and persecuting power, and the want ot attention to
this fi gurative mode of expression has misled m any readers,
who were ignorant of hebrcw and orien tal phraseology, and
has induced them to believe the real existence of an evil
sp irit.

Wjtiat my fr iend advances concernin g demoniacal posses-
sions is still more extraordinary than his doctrine concern-
ing the devil . He is not only inclined to admit that cases'
of real possession existed in the time of our Saviour, but
that similar cases occur even now. He quotes with apparent
approbation the supposed op inion of the late respectable Dr. Ash-
wort h , cc that all insanity proceeds from demoniacal posses-
sion/ ' and he concludes his note with observing, that < * the
subj ect is certainl y attended with difficulties , and a person
may believe or j disbelieve without any impeachment of his
understanding."

* Exod. vii, 5. f Amos ., iii. 6*
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There is ind eed no absurdity which nrien of the best tin*
derstanding may not be induced to bel ieve by the force of
preju dice and early association, especial ly if they do not allow
themselves to enquire and examine. Athanasianism and
transubstantiation have been defended by men of the greatest
abilities and strictest integrity ; notwithstanding which, there
are few persons who have paid much attention to the subj ect
of late, who will not pronounce those doctrines to be absurdi-
ties and contradictions. My worthy frien d, who I suppose
must have read Mr. Farmer's incomparable treatise to which
he alludes, should know, that possessing demons were
never supposed to be fallen angels, but human ghosts .
And can he real ly bel ieve that human ghosts are permfr-
ted to enter into the bodies of living men and to torment
them ? Can he for a moment suppose that a man can-
not fall into an epileptic fit , without being struck down by
a ghost ? or that a lunatic cannot utter blasphemies in
his raving; paroxysms, without being instigated by a ghost ?
He may perhaps plead that he believes such persons to be
possessed by devils^ and not by ghosts. But he well knows
that this is neither the language nor the doctrine of the New
Testament, which invariably distinguishes between devils, and
demons, or ghosts ; and wh ich never speaks of a man as
possessed by devils, but uniformly by ghosts * And if
my friend chuses to tra v el out of the record, and to vin-
dicate his opinions by an appeal to the autho rity of the
platoirizing fathers, I will  not deny his right , nor impeach
his understanding ; but I will beg leave to decline follow-
ing him into his pathless labyrinth , and to tell him that if
he admits of thei r authority in matters of fai th, I do not -
The New Testament teaches no such extravagant doctrine ^as that human bodies may be possessed and tormented by
fallen an gels: and the account wliich it reveal s of the state
of the dead , plainl y proves, that, though it uses popular
language in describing natural diseases, it gives no counte-
nance to the absurd philosophy upon which that language
was formed.

The fourth Lecture, which treats €C of the respect and re-
verence which are due to the Author of our Religion, and
the books which contain it ," is introduced with a conces-
sion, wh ich , fro m the pen of a Christian minister is not a
little remarkable. " If we read," says my friend , iC the h is-
tory of the wisest nations and the greatest emp i res, such
as Persia , Greece, and Rome, we find that they enforced
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on the young, respect towards the aged ; on children, re-
verence for their parents ; and on all men profound vene-
ration for the gods, and the institutions of religion. The
beneficial effects of this respect to the wisdom and experi-
ence of age, of this deference to parental authority, and this
devout homage to the powers of heaven, were long seen
and felt."

I never read a more extraordinary paragraph than this—
The beneficial effects of a profound veneration of the gods !—
of devout homage to the powers of heaven !—Is this the
language of a minister of the gospel ? and of a worshi pper of the
one true and living God ? who hath solemnly pronounced
v Thou shalt have no other gods beside me !" Or is it
the cant of some pensioned priest, some hireling advocate
of a corrupt establishment, heathen or Christian , no matter
which , but which must at any rate be supported, because
it is established .—" The beneficial effects" of a , profound
veneration for the gods *c of Greece and Rome V Yes verily.
these effects " were long seen and felt3' while they existed :
and are not wholly forgotten at this distance of time. Who
were more distingu ished for their piety to the gods than
the heroes of the Iliad ? and how exemplary their charac-
ter ! How beneficial the devotion of the inhabitants of
Cyprus to their celebrated goddess ? The piety of Athens
is blazoned in the blood of the wisest of her philosophers.
We all know the zeal of the Ephesians for their great
Diana, and the blessed effect which it produced . How edifying
was the piety of ancient Rome, in driving a nail into the
capitol to expiate the anger of the Gods, in seasons of great
public calamity ! And how j ust the punishment of that
imp ious commander, who when the holy chickens refused
their food, ordered them to be th rown into the sea, that
they might drink if they would not eat ; in consequence of
which he lost the victory and his life . This extraordinary
ebullition of charity in my esteemed .friend , to the obso-
lete idolatries of Greece and Rome, reminds me of the tra-
veller who pulled off his hat to the statue of Jup iter, hoping
that if his godsh ip ever came into fashion again, he would
be pleased to remember that he had shewn him respect when
nobody else did.

The worthy author having, it should seem, exhausted hia
stock of charity upon Calvinists, Papfsts, and Idolaters, has
but little left for the unfortuuate Unitarians, against whom
&e brin gs a very serious charge in the page which follow*
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his eulogium upon the idolat r ies of Greece and Rome* " No
inconsiderable pains/* says he,, pv 79. " have been taken to
lessen the author of our rel i g ion ,, not onl y by his avowed
enemies., b ut by his professed friends. I do not here refer
to his personal di gnity , but to his moral excellencies, and
to his qualifications as a teacher sent from God." To
this unj ust  and groundless accusation I give a peremp-
tory and unqualified denial ,, and defy my friend to substan - '
tiate this invidious charge by the shadow of a proof. Nei-
ther Dr, Priestley 5 the person particularly alluded - to^ nor any
who think with him, ever did attempt , in the least degree,
to "lessen the author of our velis:ion/ ? or to depreciat e his
character and claims.- Of such a conduct they would have
abhorred the thought , as much as their severe accuser him-,
self, or any of his most orthodox friends. None can think
more hi ghly, or express themselves more earnestl y th an they
dorof the excellence of the character of their exal ted Master,
or of the validity of h is divine credentials- What they have
taken pains,, and they trust not unsuccessfully, to lessen , is,
the vain and superstitious fancies of their mistaken breth ren ,
who under pretence of honouring Christ , ascribe to him
attributes to which he lays no claim , and some of which
infringe upon the prerogatives of God himself. In these
labours they glory, and are resolved to persevere ; and how-
ever their character may be traduced , and their exertions
calumniated, they are under no apprehension of being dis-
owned by him , in whose service they are enlisted , and
whose cause they advocate. As a man he was subj ect to
the frailties and infirmities of human nature, and his exalted
character was formed by a gradual process of moral disci-
pline. We are ex pressl y taught, " that he learned obedience
by the things which he suffered ." Heb. v. 8. And as the greatest
of the prophets of the most Hi gh , the sp irit was given to
him without measure, and he was insp ired to the utmost
extent which his commission required. If any mainta in that
his insp iration extended further than this., it would be m ore
becoming in them to produce proof of the fact , th an to
pass harsh censures upon those who are not able to discover
the evidence of it*

In a note, (p. 80,) my fr iend relates , th at m his presence
Dr. Price once retorted upon J>\ Priestley , wi th  a look and
manner which he should neve r fo rget ; that there were no
Unitarians in the earliest age of the church , suc h as th ere
are ip the presen t nge . But I :an assure mv friend that
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whateve r Dr. Price might say , or however he might look>
he was itr this instance most epreo-iously .mistaken. What
indeed does the passage which has j ust  been cited from the
ep istle to the Hebrews imp ly, but that our Lord graduall y
learned obedience , and that his character was not original ly
so perfect as it afterwards became. And what has Dr. Priestley-
said more ?

My friend adds , cc I knew a gentleman of great candour
and good sense , who saiH he did not preten d to j udge how
far Dr. Priestley was ri ght or.wrong in his specu lative opinions,
but he thought his writings h;id produced a very unhappy
effect in lessening people's reverence for the sacred scri pture/'
But if this sensib le and candid gentlerpan was as ignorant
of Dr. Priestl ey's sent iments as he professes to be, and as
no doubt he was, his good sense and his can dour would
have been more apparent, if he had given no opinion upon
a subj ect which he did not unders tand. They who are best
acquainted with Dr. Priestley 's wr itings, know that though
the ten dency of them may be to abate an undisceniing and
superstitious veneration for what is called scri p ture , yet that
no person in modern times set a hi gher value upon the
genuine writings or the prophets, apostles, and evangeli sts ;
that no one . ever studied t hem with .greater attention ; that
no modern critic has thrown greater light upon the doctrine
of the divine oracles, and that no person ever exerted more
strenuous or successful effort s to infuse into his readers,
whether young or old , a rat ional love to the scriptures and
a desire to become acquainted with thei r invaluable contents.

The Author proceed s further to accuse Dr. Priestley of
C t  an inj udicious defence of the dissenters by which he in-
j ured their.cause , and of a violent attack upon the established
church by which he strengthened that establishment." As
the charge is general and improved , it is need less to enter
into a particular refutation of it. But most assuredl y every
one is not of the sam e mind with mv worthy friend , with
respect to the effect of Dr . Priestley 's wr itings . They who
made Dr. Horsley a bishop for defending the doctrine of the
church against the attacks of Dr. Priestley, did not think
the est ablished church strengthened bv those attacks. And
the nu mbers who are of op inion that the erro rs of the
established reli gion , and the indispens ible duty of well in-
formed Christ ian s to secede from a corrupt establishment , have
been more clearl y and more forcibl y evinced in the works
pi' Or. Priestley than in those of any preceding writer, will
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never allow that his defence of dissenters is injud icious , oj ?
that he has inj ured their cause by i t :  even admitting, what
cannot be proved , and what , if proved, would be but as a
feather in the balance, that the offence taken at the free-
dom of Dr. Priestley's langu age, mi ght operate as one reason
amongst others with the legislature, to rej ect the application
of the dissenters for the repeal of the test-laws.

After having thus laboured to represent Dr. Priestley as
having made by his writings as many unbelievers as con-
verts ; as having tak en no inconsiderable pains to lessen not
only the personal dignity of Christ , but his moral excellence
and his qualifications as a teacher sent from God ; as one
whose writings have produced a very unhappy effect in lessen-
ing people's reverence for the sacred scriptures ; as having,
injured the cause of the dissenters by his injudicious de-
fence of it , and strengthened the church establishment by
his violent attack upon i t ;  my worthy friend thiriks fit to
conclude his account , with what consistency he best knows,
by bearing testimony to Dr. Priestley " as one of the greatest
/and best of men :'* because, good man ! " he was very in~
.offensive in 'his manners in private life^ and his character
unimpeachable." I also think with my friend that Dr, Priest-
ley was one of the greatest and best of men : but for a
reason somewh at different. With an acuteness of discern-
ment, an energy of character, and a comprehension of mind
peculiarly his own, insp ired- with an ardent love of truth ,
and animated by a commanding sense of duty, Dr. Priestley
devoted his extraordinary powers through the course of
a long life, with the most active and disinterested zeal,
to the investi gation of philosophical , moral and Christian
truth : to the latter of which, all his other pursuits were
made subservient. And having succeeded beyond all his
contemporaries in the object of his researches ; f rom an
earnest desire to instruct and benefi t his fellow creatures,
he published to the world the result of his enquiries, with
a simplicity pf manner, with an invincible courage, and
with a force of argument , which has never been exceeded,,
and the . effect of which in exciting the att ention of man-,
kind to the most imp ortant truth s surpassed all expectation.
He has thus, by the blessing of divine providence, kindled
a light which will never be extinguished , and has achieved
a triumph which shal l transmit with renow n, the j iame of
the enlightened advocate, and undaunted confessor of pure
Christianity to generation s yet unborn. Sana pos ter itas scit t ^



But my good friend has not yet done with the Unita-
rians. He alleges against them another, ancl a most ex-
traord inary charge. " The followers of Mahomet/ J says he,
(p. 8l >) u I believe , entertai n a hi gher respect and venera-
tion for their supposed prophet, than some of the disciples
of Jesus do for their Lord and Master/'—They do—and
it might have been added , that the pa pists entertain a higher
veneration for the bl essed Virgin , whom they call the Mother
of God, and for St. Anne, the grandmother of God, and even
for holy Domimck, the sainted founder of the tribunal of
the Inquisition , than -Unitarians do for Jesus Christ* For
they worship these poor, sinfu l, deceased mortal s ; but Uni-
tarians do not worship Christ—And what then ? Shall it
be said that Papists and Mahometans are more to be com-
mended than Unitarian Christian s ?

But the worthy author does not stop here* After the
notable accusations already mentioned , as-thou gh he had proved
that Unitarians themselves , thought more highly of Mahomet
than they do of Christ ; he launches out into a compa-
rison of the characters of the true and of the false prophet.
u But oh V* says he, kC how different were their characters, &c"
My friend kn ows that the Unitarians have no more
respect for Mahomet than he has. Nor do I believe that
he intended to insinuate that they "have. But his language
is such as would natural ly leave that impression upon the
mind of the unreflectiqg reader. And the connexion of
the observation is scarcely discernible upon any other sup-
position. It is, however, no doubt imputable , not to evil
design, but to that confusion of ideas, which, I am sorry
to observe, too general ly pervades nry fr iend 's treatise : in.
which the principal, if not the only thin g, clearly and unequi-
vocal ly ex pressed, is a» determined hostilit y to the Unita-
rian doctrine , that is , in my estimation, to the plain and
ex press doctrine of the Christian scriptures.

I ain <> Sir, 8cc*
Ha ckney, June 5, 1807. T. BELSHAM.
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YORK ACADEMY.

jpp the Editor of the Monthly  Repository .
Sir ,
It gives me the most sincere pleasu re to see the at-

tention of the Dissenting pub lic excited th rough the med ium
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of your val uable Magazine, to the interests of the Ytfrk
Academy ; for I am persuaded that pothing can be more
important to the promotion of rel ig ion and* vi rtue than
the suppo rt of an establishment so faithfull y and ably con-
ducted , and which has for its leading obj ect the instruction
of our youth in those rational principles of genuine Christi -
anity , which can alone form a barrier^ in this enlightened
philosophic age, against the inroad s of scepticism and
infidelity . As an old man , Miv'Edito r, may 1 be allowed
the privilege -of descanting a little more at l arge upon this
subj ec t ?

The Christian world, divided and subdivide d as it has
long been * i nto innumerable sects and parties, may yet, lik e
the medical , be separated into two grand divisions—th e
emperics, and the regular practitioners. Under the former,
I class all those* from whatever high antiquity they may
date their origin ^ who attach the hope of sal vation to the
peculiar opinion or system of op inions which they them-
selves may happen to hold ; and this , whether connected
or unconnected with a hol y life ; and I think , Mr. Edito ty
you will agree with me, that the term is not inapprop ri-
ate . These, as mi ght be expected , are much more nu-
merou s, and attract to their standard ' a far greater crowd
of adherents than their opponents ; a phenomenon, for
which a great variety of causes might be assigned , but I
shall content myself with merely mentioning the follow-
ing.

The emperic teachers not onl y save their disci ples the
pain fu l labour of • t h inkin g for themselves , but being with-
out exception, professors of the knowall philosoph y as op-
posed to that of the sea i -chers, affect a high tone of au-
thority, assuming, that their system alone is efficient to
conduct the way-faring pilgrim to the promised lap d. Thus
you will observe the headers of that immense multitud e
<c whom no man can nu mber,'* arranged beneath the dome
of a maj estic cathedral , (the boast and admiration of suc-
cessive ages ,) admini stering their nostrums enveloped in the
mystery of contradictory articles, absurd confessions and
dark metaphysical creeds., cc the which if a man do not firm ly
believ e, he • shall without doubt perish everlastingly .7 ' You
will sec also that  other dai ly-increasing party dispensing
a Shibbo leth of their own wi th  no less confidence ; equall y
incapable of being understood , but necessary nevertheless
to be firml y believ ed , and which re its the proof of .its
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efficyency on the extraordinary physical effects produced by
it on the animal frame of the sincere convert .

The regular practitioner on the contrary, reposes no con-
fidence in charms and incantations, but proceeds steadily in
the sober track of carefu l experiment ; he trusts nothing
to hypothesis, but patiently examines the scri ptures of truth ,
and having faithfully endeavoured to ascertai n their real
meaning, presumes not to make any promises which they
do not certainl y authorize. Now^ Mr. Editor , we, who cal l
ourselves rational dissenters, are, if I mistake not, of this
latter number, and if th roug hout the kingdom there is but
one academy, (for I dare not venture at present to cal l it
a college) where our youth can be educated on these prin-
ciples^ is it nothing to us whether it shall be firmly and
effectually supported ? The Emperics have their school s,
their academies, and their colleges in all part s of the worl d :—
Among them there is no want of zeal to spread and per-
petuate their fanciful op inion s, and are ours less important
because they admit of demonstration ?

Mr. Editor , when the Scriptures- shew me a man alive
from the dead, when they point out by his example the
road which I must pursue to attain the like blessedness, I
comprehend their meaning—my heart is stimulated to far-
th er attainments in holiness—my spirit is comforted—I rest
upon C( the Rock of ages,"—and look forward wi th hum-
ble triumph, to glory, honour, and immortality ! AVhat is
it to me that , old age appro aches ? That I am hastening
qui ckly towards that goal which humanity cannot pass ?
That my sun , sink ing low in its horizon , throws daily across
my path the lengthened shadows of many a departed year
gone by into ete rnity ? What is all this to me? Christ
my exemp lar was dead and is alive again , and lives for ever-
more ! And shal l I be indifferent whether those who are
to succeed me. when thev too arrive on the confines of the .
grave, shal l enj oy a like privilege ?

But our sons, Mr. Edito r, subj ect earl y to far different in-
fluences and associations, will never become sincere believers
in emp iricism ; there is then but this alternative, either we
must provide Seminaries for them where they may be faith-
full y instructed in the simp le princ i ples of genuine Christi-
anity, or we abandon them at once without fear or restraint
to w C  the lust of the flesh , the lust of the eve and the pride
of life," to that world of seducing temptation s, where, aban-
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cloned by hope , the victims of scepticism and infidelity arc
dai ly shipwrecked.

Wishing success to your very usefu l and important pub-
lication^ v I am, Sir^Your constan t reader,

A. BEREAN.

OBSERVA TIONS ON OKE OF FOST ER 'S ESSAYS.

To the Editor of the Monthly  Repo sitory\
Sir ,

It seems a little out of date to send Remarks upon a
book which has now been published some time* But,
the fact is, that the following observations upon the last
of Mr, Foster's Essays^ were written upon reading that Essay
soon after the appearance of the book . Since that time they
have lain by unnoticed in my desk, till accidental ly meet-
ing with t hem the other day, it occurred to me that thfcy
might possibly be of some little use if sent to your valu-
able Repository : you will of course exercise your own j udg-
ment- about the insertion of them. Before I make those
few observations which it is my intention to offer, I must
premise that in my op inion^ the whole work bears evident
marks of tal ent, and that much cred it is due to the Author
for the independence of his spirit , and the openness and
cand our of his disposition. The Essay to which I am now
to refer, bears this remark able title— cc On the aversion of
Men of Taste to Evangelical Religion ." On reading this
t itle , my fi rst obj ect was to discover what is meant by
iim Men or l aste ; and 1 find that Mr. r.  means persons
whose cc feelings accord with a literary or philosophical stand-
ard .'9 In other words rf Men of Taste3'means literary and
philosophical men., and consequentl y men of j udgment, who
are most capable of discerning the truth or falsehood of
any proposition. Of such men, a remarkable fact then
is here stated, th at t hey do entertain an aversion to what
is calle d Evangelical Rel igior**. Now, Sir, is not this a
strong argument against it ? Must it not be granted that
if men of literature , philosophy and j udgment,, obj ect to
Chris t iani t y  in a particular form, this is , prinid f acie, evi-
dence that that form cannot be the right one ?

* If is sca rcel y worth while to dispute about the right which they have to the
term K van gelical , who now general ly assume it , altho ugh I cert ainly think that
they have the least claim to it who take all their peculiar doctrines not from the
K v-dn g clhtS y but from the Epistles. ri heir reli gion would therefo re with muck
^r ^ater p ropriel y be called Epistolar y or Epistolical reli gion.
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The next circumstance I shal l notice is v this , that Mr*
F. very liberal ly supposes the minds of those, for whose
enm ity to his system he attempts to give an account , are
in a pevvtr ted state ; whilst at the same time, the tenden -
cy of the Essay is to include all- Whose sentiments are not
Evangelical or E pistolical. The title say s, " Men of Taste/ '
but the Essay says, men of perverted minds ; that is such
as hav e no taste or j ud gment. And here lies the sophism .
Now Sir, I contend that this is not fai r play . To use a
common phrase , it is lashing another over my back , so that
I am to feel every stroke which is avowedly intended for him.

Whatever Mr, F. may think; as I do not think that the
mind of every one who does not believe Evangelical (Epi stall--
cal ) Christianity is perverted, but am inclined to give
credit to some of them at least, for a little common sense
and common honesty , I proceed to observe, that pure Christi -
anity does not CQ meet with a disposition in ' such men to
shrink from any of its peculiarities/' It is not pu re ch risti - -
anity to which they obj ect , but that heterogeneous mixtp re,--
that spurious breed s half-monster, half-man, from which -
pure Christianity differs as much as the sun from a candle.*,*
The repugnance of men of taste or j udgment is not to
what is QC purely divine/* but to what is purely human,-
and so plainly human , that it were as easy to xnake the
poles of the earth meet, as to make these two repulsive
powers cordially embrac e each other. It is true that the man
of taste feel s all that " disgust against the system" which
Mr. F. describes, and the reason is because it is a disgust*
ing object. He truly feels as if he tc observed an angel
d ivested of his radiance and confined in a human form ,"
to which, >lr. V. might have added; horns and a cloven
foot have been also owen.

Ariiongst other reasons assigned by Mr, F. for the re-
jection of Kvangel ical Christianity by Men of Taste, is
" the peculiarity of language in which it is expressed-*'
Willingly do wfc admit the truth of this, and allow that
Mr. F. cannot do a greater service to Christianity th an by
abolishing* these barbarous terms. But I -apprehend that he
is not aware of the extent to which he may be led, after
he has performed the Herculean labour of cleansing this
Au gsean stable : the road being cleared, the path at once
li es open to pure, to rational Christianity. In fact, I con-
ceive Mr. F, will find , that Evangelical Christianity consists
m this very " peculiarity of terms ;3' and that this shell
being bj- okeny the kernel will be found but small* By
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p eculiar term s, I mean unscr iptural , inexp licable terms ;
such as Trinity, Tr ini ty  in Un ity , Triune Dei ty, Three Persons
in One God, Immaculate Conception , Virgin Moth er, Divine
Humanity, Atoning blood of Deity, with a numerous retinue
of f t  cteteras. Such is the language in which Evangelical
Christianity is expressed, and on which it is bui l t ;  is it
then to be wondered at if the system itself cannot be cc ap-
prehended with prompt facility ?'*

Another cause of its being rej ected by Men of Taste,
says Mr. F., is the Ci bad writing"" of its advocates. This
is something like arguing in a circle- The writing is bad,
because the writers are bad , and the writers are bad be-
cause th ey are not men of learn ing, men of j udgment or
taste.

The obj ection against the heathen writers^ I consider to
be in a great measure trifling, because all children are or
ought to be wel l acquainted with the history of Jesus Ch rist,
and instructed.in the leading principles of Christianity, before
they can read Homer or Virgil. But if there be any force
at all in the obj ection, it is by no means peculiar to Evangelical
Christianity, but applies equ ally to every other system.

But lest I should occupy too great a portion of your
pages with these desultory remarks^ I shall add but one ob-
servation more, which is , th at the Essay in question , seem$
to be founded upon the op inion that all men ought to be
for ever inculcating upon others the peculiar doctrines of
their own creed. Mr. F. seems to h ave forgotten that men
have other business to perform . many active and social
duties to discharge. The apostles it is true went about from
place to p lace, constantl y preaching Christiani ty to all. But
be it remembered , this ivas their business. And it is no
more in the pow er of every man to act in this manner,
and no more their duty to do so,/ than it is in the power
5>f Mr. Foster to mak e all men converts to his peculiar
system, or the duty of all men (ro>v Xoy i^^uojM y cocmyoqs^v^v y 09
koci otTtoXoyHfj stvatv) to make a profession of Calvinistic or
Evangel ical Christianity .

I am Sir, with great respect,
Nottingham, Yours, &c.

Ma rch 20, 1 807. I .  G.
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Our Lord' s Agony in the Garden . Two Discourses. By
the late Rev. IV. Turner 9 .of Wakef idd.

Discourse l.

MATTHE W XXVI. 39
And he went a litt le further , and fell on his face, and prayed , saiing,

** O my Fath er ! if it he possib le, let this cup pass from me ; nevertheless , not
as I will 3 but as thou wilt. '*

This passage of / our Lord 's History, relative to his agony
in the garden of Gethsemane, is very affecting and su r-
prising ; at the same time, it seems Somewh at difficult to
apprehend the nature and desi gn of his sufferings in this
terr ible scene^ and what the import of this petition he
offered up to his Father in these words.

The blessed Jesus perfectly well knew from the beginning,
not only all that he was to do and to teach, but also all
that he was to suffer ; and that his public sufferings and
death were necessary to ascertain his subsequent resurrec-
tion, and were therefore appojn ted for him, by the counsels and
good-plea sure of his heavenly Father, as an essential and
fundamental part of that scheme of redemption, which God
had purposed to effectuate for mankind ; the execution whereof
was committed to himself ; he had willingly undertaken it,
and was now engaged in accomplish ing it.

His pri vate thoughts had often dwelt on the contem-
plation of those sufferings and that death which certainly
awaited him : he had often foretold them to his disci ples^and conversed with them very particularly on the subject . He
had even foretold them what kind of death he should
suffer, and what circumstances of indignity and abus£ should
attend it. He had declared to them wh at consequences
of glory to God ,, of exaltation and power to himself, and
of happiness to mankind, through the spread of true religion
and righteousness in the worlds and in the effectual and
everlasting sal vation of all who trul y bel ieve in hinr, should
accrue fro m these his approaching sufferings and death .

Whenever hfc had spoken on this subject, it was with an
appearance of the utmost composure and of the most steadil y
determ ined purpose, willingly to submit to whatever he was
to undergo.

Moreover, he once declared himself perfectly well satis-



fied, that this his willing and determined purpose to Submit to
the approaching sufferings and death , in obedience to the
commandmen t of God , an d to execute the designs of the
divine benevolence for the salvation of mankind ^ was highl y
acceptable and p l easing to his Father, and rendered him-
self the obj ect of his most special favour. Therefore (saith
he) doth my Father lore me, because I lay down my l ife.
(John x. \1, 18.) With such a composed state of mind
and stead y resolution had our Lord always looked forward
to his approaching death, while yet at a distance^

But , having be^n a partaker of the human nature and
being found in fash ion as a man , no doubt , he shared in
all the natura l weaknesses and blameless infirm i ties of our
mortal fr arne. Now we know by experienc e, that the pain-
ful ideas of an expecte d evil will often make much deep-
er and more powerfu l impressions upon us,, when we ap-
prehend it approaching near and almost instantl y seizing
us , than while we contem plate it at a considerable distance.
Whilst in this situation,, persons of well cultiva ted minds
and possessed of a habit of reflection and self-government ,
can look forward to expected unavoidable sufferings (although
with a real and very sensible concern) yet with a certain
composed tranquillity and steadfastness^ resolved to endure them
with submission and prop riety . But when the expected
sufferings advance into immediate presence3 and are on the
point of commencing, distress invades the heart much more
powerfully, and

^ 
every preparation of wisdom and fo rtitude

is found scarce sufficient to support it against its own terrors.
Such is our natural constitution : such our unavoidable aj id
therefore blameless feelings from the apprehensions of near
approaching suffe rings.

We know also ,, by experience ^ that when the mind is
deeply impressed wi th  painful apprehensions, it produces very
considerable and prej udicial effects on the nervous system^ and
through it on the whole animal frame ; and reciprocally,
when the nervous system and animal frame are much dis-
ordered , very great and inj urious effects are occasi oned thereby
to the m ind ,, which is reduced into a very dark , distressing,
and uncomfortable state.

It is very true ^ that , as the constitutions and habitudes
of different persons vary exceedingly, so the degree of the
mental and bodil y sensibilities in different persons is very
various ; and the proportion also of the reci procal influences
of the bod y upon the soul , and of the soul upon the body,
But take mankind in general , and, I am persuaded , that they
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^ho have attended to, and are acquainted with the human
constitution, will readily allow, that this reciprocal influence
is very evident and considerable, and produces very impor-
tant effects to most persons, according as the accidents and
events of life are diversified with regard to them.

It is observable in relation to the blessed Jesus, that the
Apostle Paul in the 10th chap, of the Epistle to the He^
brews, v. 5, quotes a prophecy of the Psalmist concerning him
in these words :— cc But a body hast thou p r epared me;"
or, as the marginal reading is—" hast fitted me ;*' which seem s
to lead one to conclude, that the body which was prepared
for him , was such a one as was best fitted to the office he
was to support ; and suited to the quality of those duties he was
to perform in the world. These were, by no means, of the
athletic and heroic kind ; a robust, hard y fram e and unfeel-
ing habitudes of body therefore were not necessary, or ex-
pedient for him : but rather , after havin g taught men the
gentler duties of meekness, humility, patience and submis-
sion to the will of God under sufferings, he was to set be-
fore t̂hem an example of these virtues in his own person .
He was to bear our sufferings and share in our sorrows.
He was to be tem pted, or tried, in all points, like as we
are, that he might be touched with a feeling of our infir-
lfiities ; and in that he himself suffered being tempted, he might
be better enabled and disposed to succour them that are
tempted. Or, as the Apostle elsewhere expresseth it ; " For
as much, as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
he himself likewise took part of the same, and of all the
infirmities to which they are subj ected in the flesh/" Now>
for these purposes a more delicate constitution and great
sensibility of the nervous system seem more adapted : and
probab ly this might be the case with our Lord. But b<
this as it will .

From the preceding observations^, I suppose, it will ap-
pear very natural and accountable, that notwithstanding our
Lord had formerly spoken concerning his sufferings and
death with perfect composure and steadiness, and though
he continued still , firm find unmoved, in the resolu-
tion of his mind and sp irit to endure them , yet, when they
drew near, he was more deeply an d painfully impressed with
the expectation of -them , and that these impressions might
occasion certai n distu rbed emotions of his sp irits, and these
emotions produce violent agitations of his whole frame^ be-
yond what he had ever experienced before.
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But let us attend to the several particulars which the evan -
gelists relate concern iî g the whole of this transaction and
some incidents preceding it.

About th ree days before this agony in the garden, Jesus,
having been informed of a request made by certain Greeks
to one of his disci ples to be introduced to him > he was
thereby reminded of the great accession which shoul d be
made to his church by the admission of the gentiles into
it ; and consequently of his own death , by which provision
should be made for their adm ission, and that a few day s
only would intervene before that event. Oti / this occasion
he found himself so affected by the prospect, that he openly
declared, (John xii. 21.) u Now is my soul troubled ;
and what shal l I say ?—(shal l I say ) Father save me from
this hour V So I think (with a very j udicious critic,)
the passage ought to bfe pointed , continuing the question
to the end of this clause :—he adds, " but for this cause
came I unto thi s hour/'  As if he had said, " In the near
view I have of suffe rin gs and death- shal l I indulge this
strong reluctance, imp lanted in animal nature, against them ,
^o far as to petition my Father to excuse me from the obli-
gation , and release me from the necessity of enduring them 1
]SFo/ For it w$.s for this purpose, that I might suffer death ,
and th ereby a mean be provided for the reconciliation of
the Gentiles and their admission into the Church of God,
that I was sent into the world , and have been conducted
by the divine power and providence thus near the impor-
tant season and event. Wherefore, the matter of my re-
quest to him on this occasion shal l be this rather ; Father
o-lorify th y name. May the knowledge of th y perfections,
the honour of thy character, the purposes of thy benevo-
lence and wisdom, and the extent of thy moral government
over mankind be effectually promoted by every event thou
hast appointed unto me."' Observe, I pray you, the steadi-
ness and temper with which our Lord , spoke on. this oc-
casion concerning his approaching sufferings and death , even
when he owned , that his soul was troubled with the pros-
pect.

Let us now proceed to attend our JLord throug h the seve-
ral circ umstances which we have recorded of his agony in
the garden . That evening he had celebrated his last pass-
over ; dur in g which he said to his disci ples, that he had
earnestl y desired to eat that passover with them before he
suffered. Afterwards he had instituted another rel igious fes-
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tival in perpetual memorial of his own sufferings and death ,
and of that new covenant , or dispensation of God to man-
kind , which is confirmed by the shedding of his blood. He
then went out of the house and city, where these things
had been dtorife^ unto Mount Olivet . Probably, it was £y
this time late in the evening. There he tQld his disciples,
" all ye shall be offended because of me this nVht :" for
that the prophecy was going to be fulfilled initmediately^
which saith, < c I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of
the flock shall be scattered abroad/' At the same time he
informed them, that h& Shckild rise again from the dead,
and promised, that wheii he was risen , he would go before
them intp Gallilee. Observe agai n, with what temper he
still spoke of his death , though nbw ih very near vi e\V\

After some other discourses with his disfc iples he left the
mountain, and came down to a place in the valley called
Gethsemane, where was a garden, to which he arid his
disciples were wont to resort* - .

When we consider our Lord in this situat ion, well-know-
ing, that the series of his sufferings , which were to end
only in death on a cross, was to begin within the space of
an hour , or at most two ; and that he was going to the
place where the first scene would operi, through the treaehery
of Judas ; it is natural to conclude, that his m ind now laboured
with most weighty and affecting thoughts ; and perhaps the
darkness and solemn silence of the night might contribute
somewhat to urge the painfu l impression deeper bh his spirits ;
neither doth it seem at all strange , that the labours of his
mind , un ited wj th the innocen t reluctances of nature against
sufferings and death , shoul d be too much for his bodily trame,
whic h , probably, was very delicate and Susceptible of im-
pressions, to bear them undisturbed ; or that great agitations
were occasioned by ttetfi through the whole nervous system :
an d that these, in turn, greatl y increased the distressed state
of his mind . This seems to me toUiUve been pretty much
the case with hirm and the natural eau£e of what followed .
No doubt, the whole was under the direction of the infinitely
powerfu l and wise hand of his heavenly Father^ yet operat-
ing, as usually on other occasions^ by the stated train of
natural causes and effetts. Jesus regarded it as a cup which
his Father had put into his hand .

(To be continued in our next.)
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R E V I E W.

Art. I,—Saul:  a Poem in 2 pa r ts ; by  William Sotheby^ Esq,
4to.

Whatever disputes may exist
about the hero of the Iliad , or
the hero of the Paradise Lost,
every body mast be convinced
that the " Saul" of Mr. Sotheby
Hiight with much greater pro-
priety hav e been called QQ Dav-idJ *
who is indisputab ly the princi pal
figure in six, and the most in-
teres ting in eight of the books of
which this poem consists.

Wi thout a stri ct attachmen t
to the laws which critical writers ,
ancient or modern , h ave esta-
blished for epic song, we think
Mr. S. has chosen a very diffi-
cult  subject , and we are sorry
to add , that in his management
of it , we have experienced con-
siderable disappointment. We
had imagined that with proper
skill, a poem , upon the charac-
ter and history of Saul , might
hav e been constructed , full of
melancholy interest: in which
Saul would have been conspi-
cuous, not wholl y corru pted by
his el evation , ami entitl ed to more
than compassion in his fall.

With " two exceptions , the brief
history of Saul which is- fu rnished
by tht- sacred historian is abrid ged
rat her than ex p.ui tied by the poet 's
fancy , anil n o n i d o d by h is know-
ledge of the human heart , so as to
exhibi t a man in whom unusual
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" still plea sed to praise, yet  not a fr a i d  to blame."
Pope*

V

prosperi ty has wrought its worst
moral efleet , a man subjected to
the most com plicated distress which
may be imagined to attend the fall
of one who , with his virtue, lost
not the remembrance that he was
once virtuous and happy .

By the author 's rigid adherence
to the phraseology of the scrip-
tures, from which he seldom de-
parts excep t by some awkward
inversion to suit his measure, we
are constantl y liable to apprehen d
that we are attending a mere
copy ist, and not accom panying
a spirited and successful imita-
tor.

Saul is iirst introduced as
" smittenof God ," "rebellious ,"
cc u rged by lust of spoil ," a
character entitled to our interest
only from his sufferings. He after-
ward^ comes before us afraid of
engaging, and envious at the
courage of the shep herd boy for
oiFering to engage in bat tle, with
Goliah of the Philistines . Thi s
envy is exasperated to mad n ess
when thr daug h ters of Jerusa-
lem sing < mL Saul has slain his
thousands, and Dav id his ten thou-
sand s ;" and the monarch of I s -
rael forms his purpose of destroy-
ing the you'l l .  A He a - some suc-
cessl ess at:t "r>pis to accomp lish
tins base and era I |« :r^oso wo



nearly lose sight of Saul till to-
ward s the close of the poem, when
he relen ts on account of David
sparin g his life, visits the witch
of Endor , sees Sam uel, and at
len gth after fighting with the
fu r y* of despair, kills himself.

The two exceptions.which we
have noticed to the general de-
fect in this poem are the descrip-
tion of Saul trouble d by an evil
spirit y and his visit to the witch of
Endor. These shew indeed that
the poet has not taken a sub-
j ect—< ,

Quidf erre rccusent
——hum en,

but that his defects rbust be at-
tributed to the want of that u la-
bor imp robuS }" without which no
talents will enable their possessor
to obtain the wreatH destined to
adorn the brow of the successful
votary of the epic muse. In a
happy momen t of inspiration the
poet gives this fine description of
the spirit, by which Saul was
distressed:—

And oft gay scenes of blissful days
gone by,

O'er Saul came troublous. Then ,
distinctly seen,

A form accordant with each visi-
on, rose

Befo re him* Now the spectre
shape put on

Bright imag'ry of one in bloom
of years '

Just opening into manhood. On
his bro w

Dwelt peace, dwelt innocence,
dwelt gentle joy.

Gay hope and youthful ardour
brightly beam'd ^

Like sunshine from the rad iance
of his eye

Looking delight on all . Tha t
form teas Saul*

Saul beautiful , Saul guiltless ,
Saul bclov 'd , .s

Unsceptre'dyet ? n©t wearing other
pomp

Than you Mi's celestial graces.
Such its shape.

1st Book .
The second book is chiefly

occup ied with a description of
the armies, and with add resses
made by Abner to each of the
tribes distinctly ; and these ad-
dresses we are constrained to ac-
k now ledge appeared to us in-
tolerably heavy.

We have heard of some person s
invited to be guests at a feast, who
pleaded natural ly enough such ex-
cuses as these,— <i One said\I
hav e bought a yoke of oxen, and
I must needs go and prove them,
I pray thee have mfc excused ;
and another said, &c. ;" the para -
ble is well known. But there is
peculiar originality and we fea r
very little couformity to truth or
nature in these excuses adopted
in the heat of battle, to justify
the soldier in quit ting his post.
Let the reader jud ge.

Some made plea
Of roofs new rais'd, not dedi-

cated : Some
Of vineyards newly set, whereof

their hands
Had gathered no increase : others

alleg'd
Vows incomplete, the bonds of

love betrothed.
And these, shameless,

fled

2 xj 2
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324 Sotkeby is Saul , a Poe m.
Each one his way, and spread

throughout the hos t
Distrust, and foul disorder , and

dismay.
Page 50.

With regard to the yersifiqa tiofl ,
we meet with such expressions,
sucl* cadeqces, and r sqch pauses,
as the following, whi^h will strike
every reader, and which we have
selected with no difficulty—

—Shall oi> his people b ring
Peace do^ n. Pag© 60.

From tj ie cl^ar t>roo]c
on zva?/

He cliose five polish'q[ stores.
Page 71.

And this account of a conquered
City— ' * ¦ ^ • ' ' u

— They cry to heay eri,
Its dwellers, smitten with Saul's

mercil ess sword ,
Woman , and mari , apxl suckling,

ye^ the ox,
The ass, the sheep, all smitten of

the sword ,
By the fell Edomlce, at word of

Saul
Sla in all. Page 1S J .

jAgain—

" Who offen d
Saul, though the nation hails

them , loy ?d of God
Saul slays : the congrega tion look-

ing on. Paee 106".
cc 7/^ evil and tran sgression in my

ha nd
So n> ay th y servant perish ! If

the Lord

Hath stirr 'd the^ up, tkou^ God
^my blood accept !

But if the spas of wen , light on
thy head

The vengeance : thou whose rag^
has dri v en me forth

F %om out the Lord 's inheritance^and said." &c.
P?ge l79.

The following is the d^scrip.
tj on of Saul vowing at the altar
the destruction of David—

He spake
And o'er the aj t^r bow'd. None

heard his prayer.
His pale lip quivered with th* un.

quiet mind
And suddenly> it seem?d, strange

darkness fell
\̂ round him. Loud his groan

was h eard of all.
He starts : and from the sacred

f east, untouched ,
Speeds : and in merciless Ten-r geance, fiend possess'd,
Brood's o'er ih* unutterable fell

resolve,
VowM at the aJtar : vow accurst

of blood ,
Vengeance against the chosen one

of God. Page 88.

Wq add, as the catastrophe of
the poexrij  the death of Saul.

Saul rush es'mid the bat tlê  slaugh-
ter round,

Terror and fell destruction. Is-
rael flies .

Thy mountains, etirst Gitboa !
st ream with bipod.

Around their k ing and sire, his
valiant sons

Fight , fall, and perish. Lo ! thq
monarch y lone,



Pierced with sore wounds , the ja -
velin in his flesh ,

Loot s round , and as the battl e
rolls away,

Firm fixing mi Gilboa s brow his
sword

Self slain expires. Page 186.

But the princi pal and genera lly
the best parts of the poe m relate
to David , who is introdu ced so
as to pre -possess the mind of the
reader with the belief that David
l&s seized the poef s heart and is to
be the hero of the piece* The
diffic ul ties in which he is involved ,
are related in such a manner as to
lead us to expect the honou r ty hich
attends him at tfye close of the
poem . The intervie w of Samu -
el with I?ayi<I when he annointed
fcim as king-elect is wel l de-
scribed , and were it not that
we have the archet ype of the
*6 prop hetic vision/* constan tly
in our mind , it would appear
far from uninteresting.

Candid reader ! Imput e nbt
tbe ri gid adherence of Mr. S. to
the langua ge of scr ipture , to his
venerati on for the sacred books ,
whose " dots and tittles " he would
not ventu re to misplace s for
when it pleases his fancy> he
can fearlessl y alter the circum-
stan ceS ) and in the face of a
simple nar rative  ̂ in which David ,
by feinging madness is m3.de to
escape from Ga th ; Mr. S. can
give the following high-wro ught
and not unpoetica! account of
his deliverance. J f you c$n for*
get the tr uth , you may be pleased
with the fiction.

Arou nd
The God , wri thed shri eking in-

fantS j doora 'd to feed

The sacri ficial fire. Alone in
front

Stood Dav id. Whom before, with
hymns and shout s

Selected ministers , in mystic
dance ,

Mov*d circling , like the plan ets
in their course.

Sdtn e, giddil y in mazes, as they
whiiT d,

Deep gash 'd with frequen t stab
thei r flesh , and dra nk

The da rk blood as it spouted
from the womb .

Some in their gras p, lar ge bulk
of writhin g snakes

Held , front to front , and fear *
less of thei r fang,

Ceas'd not devourin g, piece
meal . Moloch , thus ,

O' er limbs of mangled victi ms,
sel f devote.

Past throug h the porch . At once
one shout burs t up

Of adoration . Silence deep en-
sued.

The son of Jes9e, then , with
other mien

Than one of reason reft 3 and
prophet voice

Terrific cry'd aloud , u Jeh ovah,
hear !

Thou living God, sole Lord of
H eaven an cj eart h ,

He ar and avenge !" In thunder
Grod rep ly'd.

The mountai n bow*d. the rent
rocks burs t, the cave,

Beneath the staggerin g throng
reel'd to and fro :

T}i<? sacrificial fires were dark-
en'd all :

The idol , dasl^d iq pieces- on
the fliqt

Fell , thunderin g. Madnes s siefc'd
the ministering pri ests,

Api as the cave with yell of
Demons rang .

Sotheby's Saul^ a Poem, $25
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Art .  II.—A Summary View of the Evidence and Pract ical
Importance of the Ch ris t ian Revelat ion, in a Ser ies of Dis-
courses a ddressed to y oung Pe rsons , by  Thomas Belsha m,
Minister of the Unitaria n Chap el in Essex Street. John-
son * 1807. pp . 204 , 8vo.

(Cont inue d from page 274.)

cc In laying open the hidden trea-
sures of div ine wisdom contain-
ed in the holy scri ptures, much ,"
says Up. Low th , cc hath been
done ; and much still remains to
lie done* :"—an observation par.
ticularly applicable, we conceive,
to the Writi ngs of the Old Testa-
ment. '• The evidence of the
Chris tian revelati on from the testi-
mony of the Jewish scriptures/
¦which form s the subj ect of Mr.
Belsham's fourth discourse, (Luke
xxir. 27.) will probably be found
clearer and stronger in propor-
tion as those scriptures arc ac-
curately understood .

cc It cannot reasonably be
doubted ," remark § our author,
(p .  110 ?) u that the pro phecies
relating to the Messiah were cor-
rectly applied by our great in-
structor".—We are fu lly of the
same opinion : yet5 from vari -
ous causes, the argument from
Jewish prophecy is st|ll involved
in considerable obscurity.

? Visitation Sermon at Durh am ,
*7 5S> PP - 33> 24> 2nd E<1.

ment, would become an iii teresfc
ing and pleasing poem upon " Da-
Tid ;»f but it must be re-made
and receive great additions of
thoug ht and f acts before it can
become a poem that does just ice
to the subj e ct of " Saul /'

P. R.

5

Frenzy and death 5 throughout , the
IJebrew past

Lone and unhurt , from Gath's
devoted walls.

Upon the whole, we hav e no
doubt but that the poem with
considerable alteration and amend-

Mr. B. prefaces fits statem ent
of this evidence with admirable
ingenuousness and candour :—

" I have no doubt ," he declares , (pp.
in. It2. ) " that the re are (some) per-
sons to whom the evidence of the
dWine authori ty of the Christian re-
ligion from the pro phecies of the
Old Testamen t , is in the highest de-
gree satisfac tory and con vincin g. With
regard to myself, I must confess that
it does not con vey to my own mind
that clear , and , I can almost say, un-
hesitatin g assurance -which I derive from
an attentio n to the philosophic, the
historic , or the internal evidence . Not
that I think the prophetic evidence is
essentiall y defecti ve. But I find it dif-
ficult to satisf y myself that I fully com-
prehen d the true meanin g and intent
of the pro phetic language. Upon the
whole, however , I regard the evidence
from the Old Testament as very consi-
derable , and as calcu lated to make a
stron g and serious impression upon a
candid , serious and intelli gent mind ;
and , in conne ction with the evidence
alread y produced , it decisively establishes
the tru th and divine authorit y of the
Christian reli gion . I now, therefore ,
pro ceed to exhibit that view of it
which to my own apprehension is most
satisfactor y, and leas t liable to objec-
tion: an d cavil ; and, in order to this ,
it must be proved , First , that the He-
brew nation was favoured with a reve-
lation from God ,—and Second ly, that



the sacred books of the J ews contai n
a series of prophecies, which received
their proper accomp lishment in the
person and character of J esus of Na-
zareth. "

In }/lr. B/s jud gment cc the
truth and divine authority of the
Christian religion , may be, and
has been proved , independently
of the truth of the Jewish revelati-
on«'*(p-113.)0ur readers, w e trust,
will examine this assertion for
themselves. But least any of th em
be offended by the apparen t no-
vel ty of the preacher's doctrine.
we recommend them to peruse the
very sensible remarks of Dr.
Paley on the connex ion of Christi-
anity with the Jewish history*.

" 1 scru ple not to allow," adds
Mr . B. M that a man may be a sinters
Christian , a ratio nal and firm believer
in the divine mission of Christ , and
a humble , vir tuous expectant of immor -
tality by him , who may at the same
time heVitat e to admit the divine lega-
tion of the Hebrew law-giver. "

Su ch persons we have known,
and? if credit inay be given to a
man 's onvn (leclaratiqnt, and to
the testimony of his most in ti-
mate friends concerning him., such ,
undoubtedly, was the late learned
and iug^njoqs Dr. Ge(J4es.

It is an important question ,
whether the institute of IVipses
be, i** ^ay par t of it, binding
upon tt^e Chris tian ? The re-
ply of the author beipre us is
cj ^cicj edly iu th$ negative ; but
yj$ shguld ]i&v p been happy if
the nature aiid limits of his dis-

* View &q. Vpl. ii. pp. ^92-^x93, 8th
edition' .

f See tlie Latin verses, " #4 amlctim
znei arJianUsshr U/n y  DJ * at th<? end of
Critical Remarks* «fcc.
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courses h^d percpiitted him to
state the reasons of this opinion.
Our Lord certainly speaks of
himself as come not to destroy
but to ful fil the law ; and his
appeals to it are -solemn and re-
peated. We believe the true
interpretation of his language to
be that the ob je ct of his mis-
sion was to verify some of the
Jewish prophecies^ and to give
full effect to those precepts of
the Mosaic dispensation which
are purely moral. In what man -
ner he has accomplished the lat-
ter of these purposes, we per-
ceive in his sermon updn the
mount. Consequently, though
the disciple of Christ has nothing
to do with the law of the He-
brew legislator, as such , he is
un der ai> obl igation to obey thoss
of its injunctions which his mas-
ter has sanctioned and improv-
ed, and incorporated with Chris-
tian morals.

This wri ter, however, does
not look upon the man w6o,
professing the doctrine of Jesus,
suspends his faith in the Jew ish
revelation as a xvcll-info rmed be-
liver, (p. 115.) He may be a sin-
cere and, in a practical view, an
eminent Christian : yet his ju dg-
ment may in this ins tancy be defec-
tive. We heartily approve of this
discrimination .

In order to make way for
the proof that the Hebrew na-
tion was actually favoured with
a revdation from Heaven , Mr.
B. sets itside the popular n otion
of th§ plenary insp iration of all
the books of the Old Testamen t,
and pf every thing coatained in
them . 0/ tl*i$ supposition he
says.



*' Nothing was ever more rep l ete
with absurdity, or ever gave a fairer
handle^ 

(a keener edge?) or a more ir-
resistib le force to the objections and
to the sarcasms of infidelity."

This sentimen t we shall not
at present canvass* The fi gur-
ative* language under which it
is partly conveyed is surel y in*
correct.

JU r. B. waves the question, whe-
ther the pentateuch was wri tten
altogether, or partiall y, by Mo-
ses, or whether, as some learned
men have conten ted, it was the
compilation of a later write r,
and he properly considers it as
not at all essen tial to the proof
of his proposition to suppose
or to maintain that the penta-
feucli is perfectl y correct and au-
thentic as a narrative^ ( I I  6, 117.)
These, nevertheless, are very in-
teresting points of inquiry ; and
our theolog ical students would
perhaps, be materially assis ted in
the investigation of them by—
what is now a grand desidera-
tum—an English translation of
Eichhorn's Introduction to the
Old Testament.

Our author assumes that the
Jewish scriptu res are at present,
with little or no variation , the
same as they were at the close
of the Babylonian captivity, 500
years before Christ ; the grounds
of wh ich assum ption he concisely
represents,(117—119.) He fur-
ther takes for gran ted that the
main facts of the Jewish history
are true, (119—121.)

From the just and sublim e no-
tions entertained by the Jews,
of the charac ter and attributes of
the Supreme Being, and espe-
cial ly from their cohfirrned belief
in the un i ty  of God ^ he deduces

the conclusion that they were fa-
voured with a divine revelation ;
(121 — 1'̂ S,) and he here observes
(127,) that the most enlightened
sages of heathen [and Jewish]
antiquity were strangers to some
familiar reasonings deriv ed from
present appearan ces in behalf of
the leading doctrines of natural
religion. By the sages of J ewisii
antiquity we conce ive him to mean
the an ti-deluvian patriarchs : but
there is some ambiguity, if not
inaccuracy , in his expression.

Mr. B. infers the substantial
truth of the history , both of mira-
cles and of ordinary events, con-
tained in the Jewish scriptu res^from the fairness and imparti-
ality of the historian s, (128—131.)
The characters which they describe
are various : some were exemplary
—-others^ wicked ; and if we ad-
mit, upon the faith of the Jew-
ish historians , that David was a
murd erer, and that Solomon was
an idolater and a voluptuary, we
are directed by the preacher to ad-
mit likewise, upon the credit of
the same impartial writers, that
M oses was a divinely authorized
legislator, and that Isaiah was an
inspired prophet, (130) We think ,
however, that th is consideration is
not stated with Mr. B/s accus-
tomed closeness and precision .
It is beyond doubt a presump-
tion of the authenticity of the Jew-
ish history contained in the scrip-
tu res, that the vices of favou-
rite and illustrious characters are
there reco rded : but thou gh the
credibili ty of the writers may be
su fficien t to establish the guil t
of David and of Solomon in par-
ticular transactions, yet it is riot
equall y, or in the same manner.
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May 6, after a few hours i'lness, aged
16 , JOHN PETE R HANKEY, E q.
Alderman of JLorj don , Colonel of Volun-
teers, and a considerable Merchant. The
circ unr-tances of this gentleman 's death ,
were peculiarly affecting. He had de-
clared himself one of the Candidates for
the representation of the City in the new
par liament , anjd had been indefati gable in
his canvass. The great mePtantile inte-
rests were in his fa vour , and besides his
personal qualifica tions , he wag asMsted in
the public op inion by tlae circumstance of
being the great g randson of Sir John Bar-
nard , a representative ofthe city for nearl y
40 year , who, by parliamentary talents ,
was so mu ch di tinguished from those
who have succeeded him, as to be both
feared .and respected by the able minis-
te ; of his time, Sir R. Walpole. On the
eve of the day of election , Mr. H. was
adzed with an alarming indisposition , at-

Obif uaiy . . S$Sf
J ohn Peter f lank *] * £sg~

divine mission of Christ by the
prophets of the Jewish dispensa-
tion , (140 — 159.) Upon the re-
ference made to them by our Lord
in I nke xxiv . 1 3, "it is -w.j II ob-
served that, as binmaus was at
the distance of only seven miles
and a h alf from Jerusal em, and as
Jesus and his two disciples could
hardly be supposed to occupy
more than two or three hours
in walking to it, the predictions
relating to himself , all which he ex-
plai ned in that shortspace of ,time,
are not so numerous as many per-
sons believe, (143. note 28.)

The prophecies cited and shortly
illustrated by Mr. B. are Daiit.
xviii. 17—-19- Isa. lii. (at the con-
clusion ,) and liii. and -Dani sh ix .
24* which is interpreted in the
words of Dr. Blayney.

(To be concluded in our next .)

sufficient td ptove the divine le-
gation of M oses and the insp i-
ration of Isaiah. These points
we admit , not, strictl y speak -
ing, upon the credit of the authors
in question , but upon a con-
vic tion , which results from our
own inquiries, that the Hebrew le-
gislator performed works and de-
livered doctrines that bespeak a
divine interposition^ and that the
predictions of the Evangelical pro-
phet halve been verified in strik-
ing and appropriate events.

These and other prophecies in
the Jewish scriptures—prophe-
cies relating to the Jews themselves,
and those which apply to the sur-
rounding nations, are briefly stat-
ed by Mr. B. (131—140.)

Some remarks follow on the
testimony which is borne to the

O B I T U A R Y .
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triteuted to some mismanagement during
the excessive fatigue of h'u canvass, anj i
while Mr. Lushington late M P. for the
city, was ably describing to the Common.
Hall Ins friend's qualifications for a Re-
presentative, he was at that moment de*
clared by his physician s to be dying, and
in two or th ree hours he exp ired, leaving
a widow and four chiLdren .
* « This is the sta te of tnan, to-day he pu t^y

forth
The tender leaves of hope, to-morro^r

blossoms*And beats his b ushing honours thick
upon him ;

The th i rd day comers a frost , a lulling
frost ;

And , when he thinks, good .easy man,
full surel y

His greatnes^ is a rip^ning^r-nins hu»
root." ^A similar uVent occurred , during the-



Right Rev. ̂ ohn Douglas. i>. D. F. R. S. & A. S.
political life of Mr. Burke , -which he has
thus finely impro ved in his speech to the
Electors of Bristol on declinin g the Poll:
4< Gentlem en , the melanchol y event of
yester day reads to us an awfu l lesson
against being too much troubled about any
of the objects of ordinar y ami ition. 1 he
worth y gentleman who has been snatch-
ed from us at the moment of the elec-
tion , and " in the middle of the contest ,
¦whilst his desires were as warm , and his
hopes as eager as ours , has feelingly told
us what shadows we are , and what sha -
dows we pursue. " ( Work s, 8vo. Hi.
433 -)

May 18, at Windsor , aged 86, the
Right Rev. J OHN DOUGLAS , D.D.
F. R . S. and A. S. Bishop of Salisbur y
and Chancellor of the Order of the Gar -
ter.

Dr. D. was born in 1721 , at Pitten-
ween , a sea-port town in the count y of
Fife, where his father was a merchant
His Grandfath er , while the Church of
Scotland was episcopal , had held the liv-
ing of East Lothian , in which he im-
mediatel y succeeded Bishop Burnet of
\vhom the gran dson becam e the remot e
successor in the See of Salisbury. Af-
ter receivin g his grammatical education
at Dunbar , Dr. D. at the age of fifteen
became a Commoner of St Mary Hall ,
Oxford , and a years afterward s removed
to Baliol College. In 1742 , '* to acquire
a facility of speaking French , ** he passed
some time in France and Flanders. On
his return , havin g been appointed Cha p-
lain to a Regiment of Guar ds, he re-
visited the continen t in 1745, where he
was presen t at the battle of Fon tenoy,
•• on which occasion he was employed in
car ry ing orders from General Campbell to
the En glish who guarded the village
in which he , and the other generals were
stat ioned ." We presume that the spiri-
tu al and pacjj5<functions of our divine
•were now unavo idabl y suspended as the
maxim " silent leges i nte r arnta y * is pecu-
liarl y app licable to the laws of the gas-
f>el .

Mr. Pult eney, after wards Lord
Bath , the ^persevering, and at length
successfu l opponent of Sh R . Wal pole ,
*vas an earl y patron of Dr. D. whom he
appointed to accompany his son on his
tra vels. " Of this tour there exists a
jnanuscr ipt account in the Bishop '* huntl

writin g^. It relates princi pal ly if not ex-
clusively, to the governm ents and politi -
cal relations of the several countri es
th roug h wh ich he passed. " Retu rnin g
to Eng 'and in 1749, he acquired two
ecclesiastica l ben ef ices on the presenta -
tion of .Lord Bath. The " Biogra phica l
Memoirs ^' of the Bishop* (att rib uted to
his son ,) of which we have alr eady
ava iled ourselves , give the following ac-
count of the manner in which he now-
executed an office unde rtaken on the
Candidate declarin g tiimself " inwardl y
moved by the Holy Ghost ," accordin g
to the fo.m of ordinatio n. Cl He only
resided occasionall y on his livings , and
at the desire o! .Lord Bath , took a house
in a street conti guous to Bath house , where
he passed the w inte r-months. In the
summer he generall y accompanied Lor d
Bath in his excursions to Tunb ri dgc,
Che ltenham , Shrewsbury and Bath , and
in his visits to the Duke of Cleveland ,
Lord Lytt ieton , Sir H. Biding-field,
Sec." We know not how far Dr. D. when
he became a Bibhop might exact or dis-
pense with the residence of his Clergy,
but we are persuaded that his celebrated
predecessor , the auth or of u A Discourse
of the Pastoral Care ," would have been
ill-satisfied with such a perform ance, not
to say neglect , of clerical duty , "where , so
far a3 respect s their proper pastor ,
" Th e hungry sheep look up and
are not fed. " We are also of opinion ,
that this merel y occasional residence by
which the shepherd so seldom appeared
except perha ps at <c the shearer *** feas t ,*'
as Mi l ton long ago complained * would
do more to promote Methodism than
could p©>sibl y be counte racte d by Dr . D.'s
opposition from the press , however acute
an d able. We refer to hLs " Apology
for the Clergy " against the Method ists ,
Sec. followed by an ironical pamp hlet
on the same subje ct , ent itled " The De-
struction of the Fren ch, foretold by Epc-
eh ia ," both published in T755-

However unp repared Dr. D. might
have been , at least at tliis period , to ex-
emp lif y " the cha racter of a good par-
son ," who , accord ing to the poet ,
" durst not trust anothe r w ith his care ,"
he had not neg lec ted his studiou s pur-
su its amid st the allu rements of fashion-
able life. Alread y he hud entered on a
career of literature , not unconnec t ed witk
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Xight i?^». J bn Douglas , D. D. F ,JR . S. & A. S*
*n imppiit ajrxt bran ch of theolo gy, in
which be .has attaine d deserved and
lusting reput ation , fj i 1750, he pub-
lished in a letter to Lord Bath , " Milton
vind icated from the char ge qf plagiarism
bro ught against him by Mr. kauder ,'*
followed in 1756 by a Po scri pt. Xau-
der , who had been a Schoolma ster in
Sc;otlan 4> commenced in 1747 in the
Gentleman 's Magazine, an attack on the
or iginalit y 01* pa radise JLost , char ging1
Milton with plagiarism from modern
Lat in poet s, especiall y from the " Adam us
Exul ," a j uvenil e work of Grotiu. ^. This
char ge he repeated in his <c Essay on Mil-
ton 's Imitation of the Modern s" 1750. Dr
Johnson , whose inveterac y to the politics
of a Republican , made him read y enou gh
to dispara ge Milton under any chara c-
ter , contribute d a preface and a post-
script. Dr .D. from his investi gation of
the subject, was abje completely to de-
tect the fraudulen t sit tern pt of JLauder ,
who, to accomplish his bas e design ,
had inter polated the " Adamus Exul"
w^th several verses copied from a neg-
lected La t in transl ation ©f Parad ise Lost-
J ohnson , thou gh he retained his malevo-
lence to Milton , withdre w his support
from Lauder , whom he obli ged pub-
licly <to confess the fraud , and who sink-
ing into contempt , retired to Bar badoes ,
wjiere he died, in indigence and obscu-
ri ty.

*n 1 754> Dr. I>. publ ished in 1 vol.
8vo. a wor k occasioned by I lume ns " Es-
say on Miracles ,*' 3Lnd of which the de-
sign is wel l exp lained in the following
cop ious title : tCl%e Criterion ; or , Mi-
racles examined , w ith a view to expose
the pre tensions of Pa gans and Pa pi.^;
to compare tUe mirac ulous powers re-
cor ded in th e New Testament , with
tho se sa id tip subsist in latter t imes , and
to shew the great and material differe nce
betwe en them in point of evidence ; from
when ce it will appear , that th e former
m,u6t be true * and the latter may be
false/* f n this work , as Dr. Lelan d ob-
serves , (D. W. 3d ed. iii. 336^ will be
foun d " a fu ll proof of the wonderfu l
force of the imagination , and the mighty
influenc e that stron g impressions made
upon the mind , an d vehement passions
ra ised there , may have in produ cin g
surprisi ng chan ges on the body, and par-
t icular l y in removing diseases ; of which

the author hath produced several well-
attested ins tances , which yet cannot
reasonabl y be pretended to be properly
mirac ulo us ." To these instances the
History of Animal Magnetism would
have since supp lied several curiou s ad-
ditions. Dr . I>. appears generall y to
have agreed with Middieton as to the
duration of miraculous powers in the
Church though he animadverts with some
severit y upon the language used by that
writer in discus ing his subject , aad¦which has brou ght into question his be-
lief in R evelation. The '' .Criterion '*
was re-pub lished in 1806 by the au thor ,
¦with scarcel y any 'alterations or addi -'
tions. « He ha4 many years ago,
collected material s for a new and enlar ged
edition , but th ey had been mislaid or
dest royed by mistake with other manu -
scri pts ."

In 1756, Dr. D. again employed his
pen to detect imposture in the case of
Archibald Bower , a Scotch J esuit, who
had been an officer of the Inqui ition in
ItaJ y. On his arrival in Englan d, he
publicly abjured the Romish reli gion.
When his " History of the Popes '* ap-
peared in 1750, it was so well receiv ed ,
tha t the two first volumes soon came to
a thir d edition ; but Dr. D. by three
pamp hlets written in 1 756. 7 and 8, the
las t enti tled <c The Complete and fin al
detection of Bower /' prov ed to the
satisfaction of the public—that the pre-
tended convert from popery had in 1744^
been re-admitted among the J esuits
thou gh he aft erwards broke with them
again , and that his work , proi . b ly
written from ori ginal papers , was little
more than a translation from the £c-
clesiasiir al H istor y of Tillemont , a re-
spectable French write r , who died in
1698. ^

After emp loy ing his pen durin g the
intermediate years upon a variety of
pamphlets, chiefl y political , he was en-
gaged to dr aw up the int rod uction to
Cook 's fast voyage * in which he very
abl y marked the progres s of maritime
Discover y and especiall y the beneficial
effects likel y to result from the discove-
ries of that j ustl y lamented navi gator.
This appears to have been the author 's
la- t pub lication , except a Sermon preache d
before the Lords in 178 9, on that thread -
bar e theme , Kin g Charles 's Marty rdcucv
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Dr. D. was not one df those Scholars
who have had so much reason to com-
plain that they devoted themselves to
** unendowed Philosop hy 3* nor can he be
classed atmon .; the divines who were left
¦to u starve u g>on a dog-ear 'd Pentateu h.' *
After enjo y ing . everal inferior prefer-
ment j in 1787, he was advanced to the
Bi hopric of Car-li ]e on the death of
Dr. JLaw. In 1788 , he became Dean of
Windsor , and in 1791 \va translated v to
the see of Sali bury , to vvhi .h  the office
of Chancellor of the Order of the Gar-
ter has by custo m been constantly an-
nexed. He had been early conne c ted

y PLIGIOUS
TJNITARIAMISM IN AMERICA.

A Letter received the 23 i of April from
the wort hy Mr. Vanderkemp, dare d
17th Feb . 1807, enables us to add some
particulars con c erning the state of Vni-
tari anism in that " country, to the informa-
tion which we communicated in our Re-
pository for last December, p 668.

Prev iou Jy to the Unitarian Christians
at Oldenbarneveld having organized
themselves into a Church , JVJ r. Vander-
kemp gave them lectures from time to
time, and on Sundays were read to them
the eermons and publications of Clarke,
XJndsey , Priest ey, Price and Toj ulmin.
Mr Sherman , the i Mini tc?r , is a young
nlan of great espectabil ty, un common
ta lents ,and amiable manners.  His prin -
cipal wart  yet , is bov. ks and learned qua-
liil cation-. ; but supplied in the former
from the library of Mr. Vunderkemp , he
premises to make so< n a great pro/j vi-
ency in the latter. Mr. Variderkemp s
daug h t e r  y v v e  thv * first exanip e of pro-
fessing l ublic y, by "ba ptism , the religion
of j esus. Mr. Shern».n/s performance
en t hat o cas ;> * n Wit s ma sterl y On the
j iexi bin:day he prmch fd  :»t another set-
t lement , - i t i s { posed in .Holland^, Pa-
tent ,) five re pe- : ab le per ons , men a nd
wemen , iTi iu:e a proh s- r n of «heir be-
lic- f in One God a i d  Jc us th e - Chri t
and wtrc hapt ised An e ci^rl ) IVj ^i^ is-
trate made lit the i ani e time proles- on of

* Out <> i them a rna gi.striuej, a man
resLcctab^c ill iiian y viewb.

with the literary charatcters of his time,,
amon^ w hom Gold-mith lia mentioned
him in his humorous * 4 Retaliation .**
Dr. D. 's acquaintance was not confined
to his own eccles r stical communion as
he shared considerable intimacy 'tvith thtf
doctors, Price and Kippi - His att c}n
ment to literature i described as so pre-
dorh inant , that t4 he was neVer seen by
any of hi« family, when, not in com*
pany with stranger r, withou t having a
book or a pen in his hand. He retained
his fa culties to the last » and di«d in the
arms of hU son , without a strugg le or
a pang.3*

hh belief in the gospel ; but declared he
considered baptism as circumscribed to
the Apostolic ag:e, which wasno obsta-
e'e to hii acceptance. He then * made a
pathetic harangue to the assemblv to pro-
fess Jesus and not to follow his examp le
in delay ing it so long. In the next week
Mr. ^ner*man , preach ing at Oldcnbar-
neveld , four more of the' most respect-
able uha. acte rs j oined the Church. il You
see,' says Mr. Vanderkemp, " our la-
bour is not in vain , and notwithstanding
the stup id bi gotry and intolerant spirit
of many of the American Clergy, the
kin g dom -of our Lord and its unadulte-
rare doctrine sv all prevail more and more.
Mr Mappa , a gentlem an of fortune and
in fluence , leads the van of iation al reli-
gious worsh i p. The first Deacon has
deserted the cause and endea voured to
inj ure it , but in vain. A worth y Cal-
yinistic Clergyman attacked the art ces
of the Churc h creed , which Mr. Van-
derkemp defended so successfull y , thdt
the Cle rgyman candidl y y ielded the
argument to him. Another exposed them
wi h bit ter violence , whom , a^ of ano-
ther stam p, A/Ir Vanderkemp,, with
severity, lashed into- siJcn ^ -e. IVTr. Sherman
pub ished in 1805 a TreatLe on the
Uni ry  of God ; ?which a C lergyman of
Connecticut attacked ; to whem Mr.
Vanderkemp replied ,, in a Tract entitled
44 A Wreath for the Rev . Darnel Dow ;"
to w hich there has been i\o answer.
Besides the Church , t here is forme d , at
Qldci.burncveld, a Society for promoting
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the knowledge of the saGred Scr iptures,
and to bestow premiums on approved
dissertations : the Church and the So-
ciety ' both * stand in need of contribu- ,.
tions ; and the smallest donation , in
books or money, would be gratefully
received ! the expenses of each , fall too .
heav ily at pre ent on Mr. Vanderkemp.
They have also instituted a monthly
collection to form a library .

The annual meeting of the SOUTH-
E R N  UNITARIAN SOCIETY, wilt
be held at Horsham, Su-sex. on Wed-
ne day, Ju y the 8th . thê  R ev. Mr. Par-
ker of JLewes wil l  preach the Sermon to
the So iety, in the Mornin,, in Mr. Sad-
ler 's Meetin g- House of that Place ;
there will also be service in the Even-
ing.

Account of the ASSO IATION of
WELSH GENERAL BAPTISTS, from
one of the Ministers .

** May 19, at three o'clock in the
Evening", we met at Newca tie Em '.in.
W. Morris began the service by giving
out a hymn and pray ing. .Brother Mo-
ses Williams of Uand yfane, prea ched
from John , iii. chap . 16 verse . Brother
Thotnas Jenkins, of Swansea, from
Isaiah , tv. ch ap . 7 verse, who also con-
cluded the servic e . May 20. We met
at Cardigan at ten o'clock in the morn-
ing. B other John Simon of Cwmdie
began the service. Brotlier Thomas
Jenkins ,of Swansea preached from Luke,
*iii . chap 34 verse, W. Morris, from
the Second Kpistte to the rhessulmian.v,
11. chap and latter clause of the 16
verse. Brother Moses Williams from
Deuteronomy, xxxii .  • hap. 3 verse.
Brother James Davits, of Uhdeed y^aia ,
concluded the ervice , v\ e met again
about three o'clock in the aftern oon , and
read the letters from the Churches . All
of them are at peace amon ^ 

them elves ,
and most of them had some members
added last year. The whole increase
la st year is 108. We reoved  upon a
pian , which in my opinion is likel y to
be of great uti ity for spreading the
cause in some fu tu re  t ime ; that is, t hat
every member in our Societies , • who is
able , shall he desired to give a p enny or
mo e, accor di n , to his  or her ab i l i t y ,
either weekl y or mouth y, to w ard ; mak-
ing a fund to support i t inera nt  preaching,
juid other exi gences * The trea. urer and
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committee arc hereafter to be appointed.
Our next yearl y meeting is to be at Wick*in the vale of G ! arrmrga.n>hi -.e , 1st Wed-
nesday in June * Brothers David Davics
and Evan Evan , Newcastle and J ames
Davies R eedygtiia , .to preach. Some two
to p each at Kotage, the preceding
Eyening.

w. Mr
MI S S I O N A R Y  SOCIETY.  Th*

Thlr eenth General [ \/Taetin% of this So-
ciety, was held in I,ondon on the 13*
14 and 15th days of May, 1807. The
rei ign ou ; service commen ced on Wed-
nesda y morning-, May 13th at Surry
Chapel. Mr. Newton, of Wiiham , £s*
sex, preached the Sermon., from Ps. 7z»
lj . y All natM>msh a'l call him blessed. T *
** from which he pointed- out the t ate of
the natio4i destitute . of the knowledge
of the Messiah—the genuine eifect . of
that knowledge, where it is obtained—
the univers al prevalence of it hereafter—
and tfie duties incunibent on vs who arc
favoured with it." 'I he Sermon in the
Evening of tj ae same day, was preached
at the t abernacle, Moor he Ids, to an
immense auditory, by Mr. Jack, of
Manche ter, from 1 a. xxvii . 6. *• He
j >hall cause them that come pf Jacob to
take root ; Israel shall b ossom- and bud^and fill the f ; cc  of the earth with fruit.**
{i From hence a view was taken of the
future pro per ity of the Church ,  in its
number ,  vigour, beauty, frut.fu lness, joy,
stability and extent , as the eJfe t of divine
influence."— Tottenham-Co rt i hapel
was nl ied on 'i hursday Evening, before
the time of service. "\ he \ei nion was
p eached b y IVlr. Grifiin , of Portsea ,
from Ps- cii. 13. ' Thou shai t  aris^.
?ind have mere. • n Zi >n ; fo the time
to favou. her , yea. the set t ime is comic. '*
" In th is discourse , the preacher consider-
ed the sign- , of th-i t ime favourable to
the cause of Mi sion s , viz. the pr srn t
state of Society in Ji u rnpe and An^^ric a
—the analog y between the eve. itB of
the la~t 300 years, and the present affairs
of Europe—the relative situation of
Britain , and the a-pect of prophecy
on the succcs of mis ionary efforts "
On r riday morning, a great t on }rr< ..i «-;i -
t ioii , as usu a l , assetnblcci in St. Saviour 's
Church , where the discourse \va deli-
vc ed by Dr. Drapes t>f London , from
Matt, xxviii. 18—20 ; the apostolic



commission. <c In this scriptur e, the
preach er directed the attention of the
Society to the command of Ch ri t , to
d;«seminate his gospel amon g ail nations
—his instructions as to the manner of
doing it—and the promi se of his pre-
sence as the ground of encouragement
to Chris tian Mis sionaries/ ' On the
Evenin g of the same day, , such mem-
bers and friends to the Society as
^??ere " stated communicants of some
Evangelical Society, " to the number
«>f 2GOO , received the sacrament to-
geth er , at Sion Cha pel . Dr . Hawe s
presided on this occasion . Above 40
ministe rs were engaged in the service.
Great order and decorum were pre-
served . Collections were made at the
several places of wors hip, as under —
Surry Chip el . . . .  £155 16 8
The Tabernacle . . . ' . 148 18 4
Tott enham-C ourt Cha pel . 149 5 o
St. Savioua -'s Church . . . 153 4 6
Sion Chapel i6z 13 4

Total 869 17 10

In connection with the collections , it
is stat ed in the official account of the an-
niversary, " that a short time since , a
pious lady presented to the Society
a beautiful diamond rin g, of consider -
able -value , desiring that it might be
sold, and the produce app lied to the ob-
j ects ©f the Society, especiall y to the
supp ort of the ir mission to the J ews. **

No particular Intelli gence is said to
have transp ire d at the meetin g con-
cernins; the obj ects of the mission , nor
as far as yet appears , is any new mis-
sionary pla.n ado pted. The Report of
the Directors and the - Serm ons are to
be published. Jt is reported by some
that have been in the habit of at-
tending the Mis. ion ar y meetin gs, that
thi s was l<rss interestin g' and less ex-
cited the passions, than any precedin g
one , thoug h not less numerousl y at-
tended ; whether it be that the ori gi-
nal Ot ahcitan scheme has nearl y, if
not completely, failed—that the pro-
j ects of the Society are no longer no-
vel -—or that the preachers were less
able and popular , than those that went
before them .

The establish ment and preserva tion
of such a vast . Society, is a great and
generous effort of Chri stian zeal. We
shall rejoice it its fund * are not again

wasted ©n South Sea sch emes ; t hough
it is too much to expect that such a
mighty machine should be always di-
rected by adequat e wisdom. '

L I T E R A R Y .
M r. BR ANSBY, of Dudley, is pre-

pari ng for the pres s—to be pu blished by
subscri ption , in % volumes , izmo. price
9 shillings ; Sermons for the use of Fa-
milies. His design is to supp ly Unita -
r ian Ch ristians , with some plain , im-
pressive discourse s, which , while they
are calculated to as ;ist in formin g and
stre ngthening a spirit of enlightened
piety and active virtue , are also un-
ex ceptionable in point of reli gious
doct r ine. He intends to select and
reprint , with the permi ssion of the
respective proprietors of the copy-ri ght ,
the Sermons , which he conceives to
be best suited to his- pur pose amon gst
tho ^e alread y pub lished, especially such
as are least known , insertin g at the same
time severa l ori ginal discours es, which ,
some re pectable dissenting ministers have
engaged to fu rn i h. Trus tin g that the
work , should it prove acceptable, will
contribute , under the divine bte^ing, to
extend the influen ce of the pure and
simple doctrine of the gospel, as it
may render Christian worsj iip and in-
struction in families more practicable
and intere sting, Mr. Bransb y pled ges
him? :e.f to spare no pains in the exe-
cution of his plan.

It is intended to publish , in a shor t time,
AK ENCY CL O PEDI A OF MANU-
FAC'l UR .ES. The work will comprize
accounts of every princi pal man ufacture
obtaine d fr om the manufact urers th em-
selves. Ever y raw materia l will be tra ced
from its growth , until it be delivered into
the hands of the work -man , and the va-
rious modes in which it is worked
up will be explained. Actual im-
pr ovements will be st ated , possible
ones suggested- An account will be
given in what pla ces of th e United
Ki ngdom rnctals , and other useful mi-
nerals have been discovered ; which
cf these are worked , and which yet
lie untouched by man . The fore ign
arti cles of importa tion for man ufactures
will be elucidated , and tables of cus-
toms, Sec. given. The staple com-
modit y of every town and district will
be pointed «ut , together with the
names of r!i e princi pal manufacturers.
The undertaking may probabl y be com-
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after his return to West-port the keel
for the new vessel was laid. In 1795
his schooner of 69 tons burthen was
launched , and called ** The Ranger."
Paul possessed two sma ll fishing boats ,
but his money was exhausted and the
car go for his new vessel would re-
quire a consider able sum beyond his
present stock .

To supply his waats he sold his
two boats and placed on board his
schooner a car go valued at 2000 dollars.
He had not sufficient information of
the commercial condition of the dif-
ferent parts of the United States to
direct him on* such a course as would
yield a certain profit on his cargo, but
he supposed some of the Southe rn
States would furnish a market where
he could trade without loss. He sailed
to Norf olk on the Chesa peak Bay, and
there lear ned th at a very plentifu l crop
of Indian , corn had beer * gathered tha t
year on the eastern shore of Mar y-
lan d, and that he could procure a schooner
load , for a lovy price , at Vienna , on
the Nantkoke river. Th ither he speedi y
sailed , but on his arrival the people
were filled with astonishment and alarm.
A vessel owned and commanded by*
a person of colour , and manned with
a crew of the same complexion, was
unprecedented and surprising . The white
inhabitants were Struck with appre-
hensions of the injur ious effects which
such circumstance s would have on the
minds of their slaves , but perhaps they
were st ill more fearful that , un der the
veil of commerc e, he had arrive d amon g
them with hostile in tenti ons. They
probabl y suspected tha t he wished se-
cret ly to kindle the spirit oi rebellio n,
an d excit e a destructive revolt among
their slaves. Under these notions seve-
ral pers ons associated themselves for
the purpose of prevent ing Pau l from
enter ing his vessel or remainin g among
them. On examination , his ¦ papers wer e
found to be correct , an d the Cus-
tom-house officers could not legally re-
fuse the entr y of his vessel. Pa ul
combined pru dence with resolution *
Although his schooner was entered in
opposition to the association , he did
not assume an air of triu mph, or use
the language of defiance to hi$ op-
posers. He conducted himself with
candou r, modesty and firmne ss* and
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pfefeed in & or 10 volumes, 8vo. A
par t , price 3s. containin g six sheets of
letter press , will be published every
two month s. The firs t part will appear
in a few months. The work , we be-
lieve, will be princi pally conducted by
Mr. John Clennell, of Newcastle upon
Tyne, F. St A. Edinbur gh and Perth ,
assiste d by literar y men in England
and Scotland . We are happy to learn
that the professors of Aberdeen Old
and New College, and Glasgow, have
offered every assistance in their power ,
and hope their examp le will be followed
by others in similar favourable situa-
tions.

An EXPOSITIO N of the Historic al
Books of the NEW TESTAME NT,
with Reflecti ons subjoined to each Sec-
tion , by the iate Rev. Timoth y Ke»ric k,
will appear in the course of this
summer . It will form three volumes,
in royal 8vo.

•Mr , J OHN HILL ,, Merc hant , Hull ,
-autho r of letters in vindication of the
Methodist s, £cc . has in the Press
" Thou ghts on. the late proceedings ,
and discussions concernin g the Roman
Catholics. " It is expected to be out
durin g the presen t month. (J ul y.)

Mr. NIGHTINGALE 'S Wor k on the
Wesleyan 'Methodists >is now publ ished in
a thick octavo Volume , under the title
of " A Portraiture of Methodis m, being
an impartial view of the Or igin, Pro -
gress , Doctrines , Discipline and Man-
ners of the Wcsleyan Method ists ; in
a ser ies oi L-ettets addressed to a Lad y/'
This work has alread y exci ted consi-
dera ble interest , and will, we doubt
not , have a very extensive circulat ion. ^

The same author has also nearl y
read y for publication , a volume of Ori -
ginal Poems*

MISCELLANEOUS.
BRIEF MEMO IRS OF CAPT. FAU1.

CUF FEE.
(Concluded from p. 287.)

His owners sent him off to Ph ila-
delphia to dispose of his cargo. His
pecuniary circumstance * were by this
time so much improved that he re-
solved to re-commence business on his
own account. While in Philad elphia
he purchased iron necessary to make
bolts and other work suitable for -a
schoon er of 60 or 70 tons, and spoij



ill his crew ^ehavec^ 
not 

only inof-
fensively, but with a conci l iating pro-
priety. In a few days die inimical
Association vanished- and the inhabi-
tants treated himself and his crew with
re ^ pecr and even kindness Many of
the most re pe table people visited his
vessel and in con eq u erice of the pre -s-
ing. invitatio n of one of them , Paul
ctii.-ed with hi family in the town.
Instead of enmity he received cares e ;
such is the consequence of J^ood sen se,
candour ai> d good con duct , th ey fre-
quentl y con vert enemies into friends.
In three weeks Paul sold his car^o
and received into his s hooner 3CC0
fttKhels of Indian corn. Wi th  this  corn
he returned to West-port ; that articV
being in great demand ; hi< cargo old
rap idl y, and yielded him a pro-fit of 1000
dollars. He reloaded his re. el, sailed
for Norfolk , sold his cargo and took
in another, which , on his return ^proved
as profitable as his first vo age, The
home market was row amply supp li ed
with corn , and it bee: me necessary
to seek a different emp oyment for his
ires.se]. He sa led to Passamaquodd y
in search cf a cargo. When he ar-
rived at the ri ver , Janie^ B ian , a
merchant of Wilmington (Delaware
State) made him a liberal offe r hir
his vessel to carry a load of plaister.
Paul thought the proposed price for
the frei ght would equal the profits of
any other business he should be likel y
to do there , and embraced bis teims.
£ome time in the year 1797, he took
on board the load of Gyp 1- u r n. and
proceeded**to Wilmington , (Delawa i e. )
Since that peiiod one or other of the
,ves els in whLh Paul is concerned has
.annuall y made one or two voyages to
the same port,

During the year r797, after his
return home , Paul purchased th  - shoe-

tifnaker 's "hop , and the a dj o i n i n g  firm ,
in which Tie had p lan ted his l i t t le  fa-

/m ily, where he commenced the hus-i-
,He s of merchant sailor. For the farm
and its improvements  he paid ^,,500
•tlollars , and placed it imder the mu-
iua .cment of his brother , who is a
iurmcr.

By j udicious pJa n<? , and d i ' i gence in
4&af  ^Kccuj t ioil, Paul has gra dvKilW in-

creased 1fils property, und *hy  ttpriglit*
n ess of conduct he has gained th«
esteem and re.ard of his fel ow-citi-
zens. In the year i8do he was con -
ce ned in one half the expenses of
erecting- and equipping a ' bri g of 162
ton burthen, which portion he still
holds-*- To his brother belongs one-
fourth , and he other fourth is owned
by persons not related to his fami.y .

'1 h e ship Alpha, of 268 ton s car-
penter's measure, of which Pau own3
three-fourths, va, bulk in 1806. Of
thi* vessel he is the comniande ; the
crew of whirh conr.ists of seven men
of colour , all of wh om are related by
blood to tht ir  Captain. The mate ,
Thomas Wainer , a n ephew of Pau l
Cuifee, ha been int u sted as captain
wit h a br^'g during two voyages to
Europe—his talents are full y adequate
to his present station , and his cha-
racter renders him worth y of it. The
ship is now under charter from Wil-
mington, Delaware, to Savannah in
Georgi , and from thence to ..Liverpool
in England, On his arrival in England ,
Paul had the offer of a freight by
William Rotch , j un. of New Bedford ,
(Massachusets) from Liverp ool to Rus-
sia, and irom then ce to some part of
the United States.

Wilha.11 Retch , j un. is a very re->
s pectable member of the Society of
Friends , and a me; chant whose un-
impeachable character is well known
ill the United States , and in man y
of the inercantiic cities of E urope.
He has known Paul CufTee for many
years , and the confidence w hich he re-
poses in him is a very strong testimon y
in favour  of Paul s abilities and hones-

There are two circum tances of sonrve
imp ortance in the I f c  of Paul Cuffee
which should not be passed over h\
sileiKC.The t ime when they took place is
unknow n to the writer of th is .*n em01 r,
but he has correct knowledge of thc.r
p ar t icular  facts.

l a u l  and ' his brother John GufFee
were- called on b y the co lector of t l>G
ci-istrict in w h i c h  they .reside, for pay-
ment , of a personal tax . It appea c 'd
to them tha t , by the laws of the c on-
sti tut ion ot Mabaaxhusctrf, taxation m&
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liarl y delicate in their nature , tha t we
cannot enter into all those minute de-
tails which would present a tr ue pic-
ture to the mental eye , and give thie
event all th at interes t which properly
belongs to it. We must at presen t be
contented with a general apd brief
history of the fact. Paul had experi -
enced the many disadvanta ges of hi.s
very limited education , and he resolved ,
as fat as it was practicabl e, to relieve
his clxildren from similar emba rra ssments;
The neighbourhood had neither a tutor
nor school-house. , Man y of the citizens
were desirous that a school should be
establ ished. Paul proposed a meeting"
of the inhabitant s for the pur pose of
makin g such arran gements - as should
accomplish the desired object. The
collision of opinion respecting mode and
place occasioned the meetin g to sepa-
rate without arrivin g at any con-
clusion , several meetin gs of the sam^
nat ure were called , but all were un-
successful in thei r issue. Perceiving
that all effo r ts to procure a unioa of
sentimen t were fruitless , Paul set him-
self to work in earnest , and had a
suitable house built on his own groun d.
A toaster was procured and the school
open to all who .pleased to send their
child ren. Paul 's money paid for the
house , But he neve r demanded ren t
for it , nor endeavoured to obtain any
extraordinar y authority in the control
or regulation of the school . Is this
true benevolence ? JLet those who read
j udge for themselves.

We leavn that a bri g of ioo tons
burthen is now , in the latter part of
th e year 1806, buildine ; at West- port *IVIassachusets , one half of which is
owned by Paul Cuifee.

Since the year i797, Capt. Cuffee and
his coloured crew have frequentl y vuited
Wilmington , and thei r conduct has
always furnished stron g testimon y in
favour of the belief that the descend -
ants of Africa are not inferior td
Euro pean s or Amer icans in moral or
intellectual capac ity. On being questi-
one d respecting the re ligious professio n
of his parents and hunsclr , Paul re-
p lied , " I do not know that my father
an d mother were ever adopted as mern «
bcrs of any society, but tney fol lowed
th e Quaker meeting" and as to Pau l**
rel igion he ha ; walked m the siepa
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the whole right s of citizensh ip were
un ited—If the laws demanded of them
the payment of personal taxes , the
same laws must necessaril y and con-
stit ution ally invest them with the rights
of representin g and bein g represented
in the State Legislature . But they
had never been considered as entitled
to th e privile ge of votin g at elections ,
nor of being elected to places of trust
and honour . Under those circumstances ,
being divested of the rights of Free -
men , th ey believed themselves exempted
from the burthens of taxation , and
therefore refused payment of the de-
mands. The collector resorted to *,the
force of the law s to obta in the amount
of the taxes. After many delays of
the judicial procedure and vexatious
entan glement * of the law, Paul and
his brother deemed it most prudent
to silence the su it by payment of the
demands. But they resolved , if it were
possible, to obtain the ri ghts which
they believed to be connected with
taxatio n. They pre sented a r espectfu l
petition to the State Legislature , statin g
their. , condition and request ing the, pas*
sing of such a law as should clear
up the uncertainty, and either exempt
all pefsons of colour frorn liabilit y to
ta xation , or insure for them the ri ghts
and immunities belonging to other tax-
able freemen . This petition was " re-
ceived and read in the ^Legislature . From
some individuals it met with a warm
and almost indi gnant opposition. There
was, howev er , a consider able majo rit y
fa vour able to their requests. They per -
ceived the propriet y and ju stice of the
petition , and "with an honourable mag-
nani mity, in defiance of the pre ju dice
of the times , the y passed a law ren -
der ing all free . persons of colour li-
abl e to taxation , accor ding to the ra -
tio establi shed for white men , an4
grantin g them ail the privileges be-
longing to other citizens . Thii was
a day equall y honourable to the peti -
tion ers an d the Legislature. A day
which ought to be gratefull y remem -
bere d by every person of colour within
the bou ndaries of Mas ^achusets , and
the names of J ohn and Paul CuiFee
should alwa ys be united Wit h its re-
collection.

. Wit h the other circumst ance there
are severa l incident * connected , so pcu-

vol. u< a Y



of his Fat her , and fs willing to give
the right hand of fellowshi p to that
people who walk nigh to Gud , called
the children of IJ ght.

Signed on beha lf of the
Delaware Society , for promot-

ing: the Abol ition of Slaver }*,by
WILJLIAM PRICE , President.

Attest , J OHN J ONE S, Secretary.
•# * As a tr ibute due to merit it may

he stated , that there is now resident
at Philadel phia, J ames f orten , a man

Sermon , on the same occasion ; by W,
Rooker , of Tavi stock. is.

A Sup plement to the Signs of the
Times ; contai ning a Rep ly to the ob-
jections of the Rev . G. S.. Faber , B. D.
in his Dissertation s on the Pro phe-
cies ; and Stiictures on some of the
Inter pretation s given , in that work ^By J ames Bicheno , A. M. zs.

The Works of Ep ictetUs ; consisting
of his Discourses , in 4 Boots, ptfe-i
served by Arrian , the Enchiridion and
Fra gments. Translated from the origi-
nal Greek , by the late Mrs. Elizabeth ,
Carter , -with an Introduction and Notes
by the Translator : the 4th ad. with
Additio ns and Corrections. $vols. 8va.
16s.

Memoirs of the Life of -Mrs . Eliz.
Cart er , witty a new ed i tion of her
Poems enlarg ed ; to which will be
added Miscellaneous Essays in Prose ,
togethe r with her Nates on the Bible
and answers to Objection s concerning
the Christian Religion. By Montague
Pennin gton , M. A. her nephew. 4to.
2l. 2S.

Pra yers and Offices of Devotion, foir-
Families and particular Person s, on most
occasions. By Benjamin J enks , late
Rector of Harley, Shro pshire - The
2-5t h cd . altered and improved by the
Rev. Ch. Simeon , ot ' Cambr idge, &To»

338 New Pub lications.

KE W PUBLICATIONS

A Complete List of Pu blica tions on Theology and Mora h9
FOR. MAY* & J UNE, 1,807.

? The Catalogue of Books in our la>t Number was imperfect , owing to a&
accident at the Pr inter 's.

. An Essay on the Humanity of Christ \
intended to shew rhe consistenc y and
u ti ity of maint aining that our Lord
J esus Chris t is one of the Human Race,

By R ichard Wri dit. 6d.
The Pro pagation of Christianity not

indebted to any Secondary Causes ; a
Hulsean Priz e £ssay, By S. B. Vince ,
B. A. 8vo. is.

A confutation of Atheis m, from the
Laws and Constitut ion of the Heaven -
ly Bodies , in four Discourses preached
before the University of Cambrid ge.
By S. Vince , A. M. F. R. S. 8vo.
4s. 6d.

The Causes of the Inc rease of Me-
thod ism and DLssention, and the Popu-
larity of what is cal led Evan gelical
Pre achin g, and the means of obvi-
ating them , a Sermo n at a Visitation ,
at Melton , Mowbray, J une 30, 1865,
"With App endixes. 4s.

A Concise Account of the Rise and
Pr ogress of the Missionary Society.
6d.

A Gen era l Account of the Book of
psalms wit h th ri r Use and Place in
the Worship of God . &c. By S. E.
Pierc e, i amo. is 6d.

A Sermon , occasione d by the Death
of the lite Rev. S. Lavington , of B id-
deford , b>r K.  I1'.vans , of -A pp ledore ;
to which is adde d an Extrac t from a

of colour , who received an education
at the school established by the So-,
eiety of Fri ends in that city, wher e he
Carries on the sail-making busine ss with
reputation to himsel f and satisfaction
to his employers , and is engaged in
that branch more extensively than any
other person at Philad elphia. He pos-
sesses considerable property, acquir ed
by his own industry and tare , and is
very much respected by the c.tizens
genera lly.
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A Sequel to {he Serious Examina-
tion into the Roman Catholi c Claims,
conta ining a more pa rticular Inquiry
into the Doctr ines of Popery, as for-
mer ly held , and as now professed ;
with Remarks on some late Publ ica-
tions, by Sir J . Throckmorton , Dr.
Milner , Sec. By Thos. Le Mesurier *

Poems ; Moral , Descri ptive , and
Ekgaic . By J . Thompson , Curat e of
Nether witten , Northu mberland. % vols.
izmo. xqs. 6d.

Life of the " Apostle Paul , as related
hy Lu ke the Evan gelist . By Joseph
Gurney Bevan , 8vo. 6s.

Memoirs of the Life of Isaac Pen-
nington , collected by J oseph Gurn ey
Bevan. 8vq. js. 6d.

Memoirs of the Life and Trave ls in
the Service of the Gospel of Sarah
Ste phenson . I2mo. 2s# 6d.

Seventy Sermons on the Doctrines
and Duties of Christi anity, consist ing1
partl y of Discourses , altered and abri dged
fro m eminent Diviaes . By W. Toy
Young. 2 vols. 8vo. 14s.

Thoughts on the Atonem ent , ti Ser-
nion by T, H arris , Pete rboroug h, is.

On Evi l Speaking ; a Sermon prea ched
i# MoseLey Street , Manchester. By R.
J ack, is,

Sermons and Lette rs of the late Rev.
W. A. Gunn. Portrait. Svo. 8s.

Thou ghts on that par t of Revela-
tion which comprehends the history
of the Western Empire ; shewing the
Unity of the Prop hecies, and the ir
clear exp lanation pf the Events which
are now act ing in Christendom. By
C. Gorin g, Esq. late of Bengal. 6s.

A Pro testant 's Reply to the Auth or
of a Pa mphlet , entitled " Remarks on
a Char ge delivered to the Clergy of
*he Diocese of Durham , hy Shute ,
Bp. of Durham , at the Ordin ary Visi-
tation in the year 1806." 6d.

An Account - of the Life and Writ -
ings of Dr. Hu gh Blair. By J . Hil) ,
L. L. D. 8vo . 6s ,

Aphorisms of Sir phi li p Sidney, wit h
Remark s. By Miss Porter. % vols.
1 *mo. 1 os- 6d.

A Second Defence of Reveal ed Re-
ligion ; in Two Sermon s, preache d in the
Cha pel Royal , St. J ames 's. ' By R. Wat -
sp.n , D. D. Lord Bv>. of LlandafT. 3s.

New F u bluaiions. 33a
The Life and Writin gs of Mr , Tan -

ner of Exeter. By Dr. Hawker. Por -
trait. 8vo. 5s.

A Sermon , preached in the Parish
Church of St. Mary Magdalen , Ber-
mondsey, J an . 25, 1807, for the Bene-
fit of 'The Refuge for the Destit ute ,'*
Cuper 's Br idge, Lambeth. By the Rev.
E. W. Whitaker. is. 6d.

Sermons by the late Dr. Brice John-
ston , of Holy wood. 8vo. 9s.

A Sermon, preached in the Pari sh
Churc h of Richmond, Surr y, Marc h
8, 1807, Being the first Sunda y after
the erect ion of a marble tablet , by the
parishio ners of R ichmond , in memory
of T.Wakefiel d , B. A. their lat ^ minia-
ter . By E. Pat tison , M. A. is.

Daniel s Evenin g Vision , compare d
with History ; , in which is disclosed
a Pro phecy concernin g Buona parte , is.
* Wars and Rumours of Wars ; a Dis-»
course at the- Castle Garth Cha pel, on
Fch. 25, 1807. By D. Gellatl y. is. 6d.

An account of the Footsteps of Di-
vine Providence , in the ejecting and
mana ging the Hospital at Glaucha ,
without Hall , by Prof essor Prank . 155.

A Sermon preached in the Parish
Church of Han well, Middlesex, Feb.
a, 5 807. By J , Bond. A. M. 19.

Talent s Improved* pr the Phi lan-
throp ist , nmo, 5s.

Methodism condemned by Method ist
preachers ; or a vindication of the Doc-
tr ines of two Sermons , for which the
author was expelled from the Meth o-
dist connect ion. By J . Cook, 4s.

The End of the Upright; a fun e-
ral Sermon , for the late Mr. J . W.
Lobb, of Southam pton . By David;
Bpgue. is.

Mist akes in Religion prevented ; or
an Essay on the Pro phecy of Zecha -
rias . By H. Venn . izmo. 4s. 6d.

A Dissertation on the Hebrew Root s.
By Mr. Pirie. iamo, 5s.

Lut her *s Commentar y on St. . Paul' s
Epistle to the Gaiatians , with Life . By
the late Erasmus JM iddlejon, B. D.
8vo . 9s.

The Peasant 's Death , or a Visit to
the House of Mournin p, and other
Poems. By J ohn Struthers. ixnio. 58. j

Tr ansactions of the Missionar y So?-
cicry. No. 17. is.

Top lad y's Prayers enlarged. 16. 6d«
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Our Cotr* pondent who signs himsclr " A Friend" may expect to sec two*
«lut of his three communications in the Repository, The third is supdrseded
by the article to which he alludes. But he must allow us time. We
ardently wrh to satisf y all our correspondents ; bat we are equally bound
to consult the gratification of our readers.

T. V. of Brighton is informed that the Repository is published as early
and regularly as any Magazine His not receiving it till the , middle of the
month must be owing to the mismanagemt rat of his a;:ent.

The Remarks on the u Ph ysical and Metaph ysical .Enquiries"' fro m Glasgow,
shall appear in our next. VV"e shall be happy to receive the continuation of
them .

We are obliged to " No Bi^ot** of Norwi ch for his very friendl y letter,
accompany ing his rejoinder to the reply of P. Q. on Card-Play ing. - His can-
dour will , we trust , acquit us of partiality in dropp ing this controversy. It
is exhausted . And the writers on each side are anonymous.

7he Paper on Duelling and the interesting communication from San dop^sxe unavoidably postponed to oar next number.

34<J

CORRESPONDENCE

In the -Obituary cf Edward King* E ?q. in our last No. (p. 2 80) for ** Mo-
ra 's," read Morsels.

In the Review of Grieshach in the same No. (p, 167») for " Knit tie,** whicfe
occurs twice, read JCnitUl.

ERRATA.




