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'STR, Ftb 211, 1‘808.
OOK}ING mtonlmgnsg}y Po=
palal‘ Serutons of the,late
- Dr.oBlair, 1:was struck:withs an
-apparent mcongrmty bétween the
parts offanelogquent pdssagein his
‘discpare 4§ On- tbe Death of
Chrigt.? {Vol. 1. 8..5.). "After
observing' i tRat: ¢¢ ithis was the
hour whep our.Lord erected that -
“spiritual: Kiugdom which is:never
to - endy]” - the preacher presently
exclmms, respectmg ¢ the enemies .
vof Christ,?”
« Blind and ; impiong men' How htt’le
did . they kpow,. £ bat hguAmeglmr W33

at that moment settin as a King
ot the hill of 'Sion ; givi g lum the Heﬁ

“ then for 'his: inhehtancc, and‘the  dttér-
" muost parts of the earth for his possession!
" How' little di@ they know, that their
badges qf mock r ?yalty were dt that
momeérit ' "cép erted itito the signals of
“absolutt 8o ”Mieh, -and the msu'umcnts
of irresistifbe ipower | The rged: which .
 they, pjs dago hns handsbecame 2 rod of -
irom,, Wit ‘whigh he was to hreak' in
leces his énemies ; a sceptre ‘with which.
¢ 'was te rule the world in ri hteéus-
Dess. The cross which 'they thou
was to stigmatige bxm with miamy
€ame the qmlgx; of his rcmoym. . nstca
of being' the reproach of 'Hig"! ’lfoﬁve.rs,
it was to Be ‘their hoast: and thtu“ glory‘ "
(PP x3657). - =

A -need ‘not my, how w.weﬂ this -
a ch

lang‘wage describes qae spiritugl
WAy . lIL\ . R

,—“—:..

Ta thc Editor of the’ Monﬁzly Reposztory.; Coely

“powertand dxgmt -of our - - Savie
OUF" m““’tbe. yrogress of His refie

-gion;; contrasted with ‘the ‘&efep -

3.5«,)“

mlhanon of hls suﬁ'érmgs’ and
‘death. Tbe: preacﬁer hdweﬁ‘ef;il!n-
med narely p}'oéee" -

¢¢ The cross was 7 ¢5' thitne ot ' f%cu
‘and churches, thicughout the e‘artlr. 3
was to be assumed as ghie: d@umupnrof
-the mest spowerful ‘manarchs,. and te
wave in the banner of victorious armu;s,
whmﬁthc mcmory of Herod ‘and Pilate
‘should” be 'accursed; when - - Jerasalem
.shoul® Be réduced : to. ashes, and: ths,
(I %W)s be vagabouds over all the world.;*
L { s 245 Ty '

We.have now qmte 10.% sight
e ¢ sPlrtﬂml kingdom” “6f
_th:_ﬁ-",mc‘esz Peace, who said,” If
.My &mgdmw awere . qf this . 'world ,
then would my sérvants. ,ﬁglzt

Only substitute crescent for cross,

and miosques ot chm‘che~ “and
we have a highly’ app{opnate dé~
coration for a serino *befure the
leader uf a trqop of. &Iahometkﬁ»
“assembled for the consecrs;‘nén of
their standard, just going forth o
‘convert Or to conguer, a&nd beann’_g
t.he dl,ternatlve ot the Kpran or
‘cghnut dény-
myaelf tm pl easpre ‘of ,qutmg ]
- fine dcs@mptmn of the, martial pro-
o "am} p;ous plh"tfﬁse ot sich

ieftain, frém the'. pdenis’ of ®

.....




122
fearnéd clerg
- Roberts, of Etos.

¢ Sce, where the turban’d Calxph o'er |

the fields
Of fertile Syria spreads wide-wasting war-
And fann{le nor can groves of ravag’d
| m,
Olives f:d figs, nor desolated vines,
"That crown’d the brink of Pharphar,
lucid stream,
Nor mdow s piercing shrieks; nor' or-
phan’s tear,
Melt hxs obduratc sout ; for not the lust
Of frantic power, or empire unconfin’d,
But burning zeal,and hope of future bliss
Arm him with tenfold fury. On he gots,
'Till- vanquish’d millions glut his righ-
teous rage ;
" Then weeps all prostrate o’er Moham-
mcd’s tomb,
‘While wvict’ry washes from her. savage
| “hands
Thc blood of slaughter"d hosts.*”

 But our préacher was confined
‘within the verge of Christendom,
and perhaps had in his recol‘]ecuon
the miraculous vision sdid to have
teen vouchsafed to the first Chris-
tian emperof; accompanied with
‘an assurance that under such a
standard he should conquer, Nor
can we forget, in this conngkjon,
Peter the hermit, and, his motley
train of princes, peers, and 'ple-
beians, who, taking the cross-at
the sound of his ghostly tocsin,

« Nimbly brush’d the level biie,

Bound for holy Palestine ;™ &
where, all-reeking wnh infidel
blood, they devoutly procecded

- “On Calvary’s top

To adore their suff? ring Lord 3 o
a transaction whwh the hlbtorlan
of ¢ the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empnre” could not fail
to record: . he  has thus prea-
sented the extraordma.ry scene
with his usual powers of descrip-~
txon.
ee A bloody sacrnﬁcc was offcred by
 his mistaken ‘votaries to the God of thc
'Cheristiansh resistance might. provoke,
but; either.age nor. sex could molhfy,
t gir jmplacable rage; thcy ‘indulged

themselves chrcc ays in - promzscuofh-

-The Triumphs of the Cross.
m‘hﬂ, the ate Dr.-

massacre ; and the infection of the dud

‘bodies ptoaucéd ‘an epidémiéal %_s_'
After seventy theusand %oslcms

been put to the sword, and the harmless
~ Jews-had been burnt in their synagogue,
they could still reserve a multitude of
captives, whom interest or lassitude : por-
suaded them to spare.—The ho
chte was now free, and the bloody wie-
tors prepared to accomplish their vow.
Barcheaded and barcfoo:, with contrite
. héarts dnd in an hamblé pesture, they
ascended the hill of “Calvary, Rivridst
the loud anthems of the clergy; kissed
the stone which had covered the Saviour
of thejweorld ; and bedewed with tears of
joy and penitence the monument of their
redemption.”™ (Gibbon 4to. vi. 60, 61.)

We are on this subject also re-
minded of the Cliristian conquests
of Mexi€o and Peru. De Sols,
‘the Spanish historian 'of the for.
mer, asstres us (b. 1. ch.-21)
that, on.the landing jof his .coun-
trymen, b Cortes, mn. wh@se»sgaad.
ard was the ensign of the. _CFOsS,
ordered an -altar.to. be set, np,.on
which, when adgined, he. placed
the amaoe of the,Vargm -Mayy,
and at the entrance a grdat cross,
In order to celebrate lastens;. for
religion was always. his " pringipsl
carey,.and in that be was equally
zealous with the y pridsts:”  Pizaygo
was another Chﬂs tran congtiéror.
Upbn his entrance into’ Peru; as
the seene is well-portiayed in tﬁe
“ Account of European Setile
‘ments’’ ascribed -to Burke, ¢ the
ﬁrst person who addressed hu‘nselt
to the Inca was father ancent,
friar; he advanced wu}x B Gross in
his htmd and ' began’ a . disgourse
‘upon the hirth and nyirclés of
Chiist, exhorting’ him' to becoe
2 C'husmm, on the pain of etern#l
pumshment. (1.182.) = .

There is much éf ¢ the pomp

| MICT Clrcu'ms‘atahcu of 010!‘1011:1 wa

and of the Chmstlan pletay ‘of war-
nors, which ap the first yiew.
would appear to illustrate thgs

. 1. \ N e
¥ 3
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The Triumphs of the: Crm

wiumph of ,the cros, in owr qwn
historys. cpnnecte(l with . that, of
Furope. We.might descend. i;mm
William thﬁ Norman, whose o1~
sons on .the eve of the battle of
Hastings are re(;orded as most ex-
emplary, down to the devout bero
of Trafalgar, not to mention the
later hero of Capenhagen,. that
evangelical admiral who 1n his
public dispatches piously thanks
divine Providence for -the secu-
rity with- which he pillaged the fleet
and arsenals of a neutral city, un-
suspecting hosuhty in the garb of

friendship, and so unprepared for

an effectual defence. There have
been- wars for balance of pawer,
deminion of the sea or extent of
territory, for religious establish~
ments, forms of civil polity, or
the succession of royal houses, all
¢ just and necessary wars;’’ so
declared by the governors of .cou-
tending states, so commended  to
heaven by the priests of rival
churches. Yet as these wars have
been almost e¢xclusively .between
Christian powers, each .appealing
to ¢ the bible and the sword,” if
the gross has waved in the banpers
of the victorious, it has heenequally
depressed in those of the vanquish-
ed armies. This brings me back .
from a digression o which the
subject so easily invited., .

My second quotatian from Dr,
Blair might possibly be explained

by some, as ‘¢ aggumentum ad hg-

saines,” addressed to ¢ the eng-
mies of Ghmst,” to shew that even
n their false view of greagness the

dt}graded Messlo,h had ; become

‘ the prince of the kings: of the
_eau;th ».. 'Che. econnexion will
,.har dly. waxrant. sych, a - solution,
for tfue. meacher Jmm#dﬂat,ely
subjoins :;

F These were thp trium,gu thh ¢om~
Acnce at this hour. Our Lord saw

—n,h‘

them rea in their birth; he saw ef
the trav ‘lﬁs soul; and iwis satRet -

He Behcldthe word of Godgoing : fortds,
conquering, and to: coa,qiger s gqbdu" >,
to the obcgtep,c.g q{ his 1 laws, ,ﬂ}e b ;ﬁ_; ,
exs of the world ; carrymg ligh
régions of " darknless, ‘and m¥ LA
the habitations of cruelty.” ¢ Pp «"
Let your readers now cen T
the first with the last quotation
from this .:ggssage, and - they will
have a justsand: elaquent descrip<-
tion of the advancing reign’of the
Messiah, till £Ade kingdoms nf this
world become the kingdoms of .our
Lord and of kis Christ. Let
them afterwards replace the mid=
dle quotation,-and decide on the
alleged incongruity, and whether
the whole passage does not sound
as if the joyful netes from "thd

¢ sweet harp of prophecy™ bad

been reversed, and the kingdom
of Christ had become a :kingddm
of this world. I own- that I‘am
better pleased with the lapguage
which Milten gives to Jesus; on
Satan’s urging him to thre pursmt
fumartial glory. “’?"

«To Wham ey& Swwnr answcr 3 tfw!

unmovd. .
Much ostentarion wain Of fleshly Aty
And fragile ‘prms, much insgrument of

B @rpparmg, soon to nothg

R s bl:smg ty

Bcfore mine eyes. th9u hast pet 5, aqq'n in
my. ear .

Vented%ueh pthy apd ,prq dcc,p

©f epemigs, of gids, ,L

Plagsible to the: world, 1
nought o (P R, 1

I should no;t hﬂ

to amm&d\relt orl ‘thé: passa. ¢ ffom
Dr. B ,du‘ a’ writer‘so débetvédly
estecnied, had he pot mAany respec-
‘table survivors who'appear eq ua‘l’l
ready:t0 ¢onmect #fithe bibl@ I{y
“thé' swdrds” - Fo this may perlidps
‘be,justly’ attributed’ thaffmmiﬁg

€oncern with ’whiéh“ﬂvéd ipeli-
gwus persons behold the!progress,
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appmutly w’te,rmnmble,, wf t&at
system of guiitiand -mi _f Y ca:li&d
war ;- againgst-whick oty

; ng us has ever pro

tbg;gghggacxer “of Chnsqgns.

P

what, 1£ under .any emergency, a
Christian, may shed : his' brother’s
blood;

voice of it to cry:untogf
mon- Father. Yet, - cohsidering
either the spirit or the doctrine of
our master, it is difficult to say how
one of hns disciples can take into
his hand the weapon of destruc-
tion.. This .incampatibility be-
tween the.characters of . Warrior;
and Christian is thus described,
by. the 1ate Soame Jenyns, ‘who
bhad once formed part of a war-

mlmstry -

;s If Chnstian natwns were natmns
q{) rlstxans, ajl war would be'i impos-
~sible” and unknown amoéngst them, and
valour conld be neither of use or esti-
matién, and therefore could never have
. @ pldce_im,. the, catalogue of; Chrxstxan
virtues, bcmg irreconcileable with all.
epts; L object ‘mot 'to “the' g i
qxggﬂours i’iest,owc& on ‘'the vafian
& the léast- -t 'Wﬁlch cans’be

patd them by, those whé;
affltighice ' by the interFEntion -of “h
aﬂgers and stuffering¥$ 1 ass

that active courage can never”
tian' virtue, bécafise & Christidn GAl

nothing to do, with it: ---Noxﬂ
more incdmpatiblc withithe prec
with the objects of this religion i
the'” atta itiient of the limgdo ¥
> aleur is not that sort’ offv;o-

' dom is to" be
)tur nt Spirits of °
2 Erors admissible into
‘those; - regions’ fpeate;’ subordination,

ap;i grqnqurhty. ; Insern, Bvid. §5-584

Fhe Jast: sentqqpe,, in, ;”g quo-
td.thl) reminds me:of ~a. phssage
in, Shakespearets = Hemry V.

w!,;em that . prince, xeg:qx)mntung
hig:camp. do dts&wsm holds - a
xﬁlu&mrwnth three of his. po%m
aldi r,gg,,opqpf whom. says, “¢*

njoy safety and

’.ﬁ

- len .
take 3 not

heroes and k.

iA lets betwiéen tbe eycs ef
e ‘not.-to determing under:

w::thaut» ~exX: _,caug the
. for the Vkmg tbdt* Ied théﬁl w

exchange ‘countries, ‘eich

A¢ are fcw dxe wdl that Wlﬂd

The Ty wmpfts of the Crss,

die in'§ a’ttgé FHory how gen
cturiablydspboc 5 aiiy

whom ndtions commit the tw‘ nens. -
dous prerogative of peace and:
war, ‘“ Now if thése men do not:
die well it wdl be a: black matter:

n;”’ Y

-¥et, notwrths’taﬁdmg the Oppo-r
sition”of the gospel precepts to the
indulgenée - of -4 “martial spirity
what 'a’ scene s’ continually ‘pass.’
ing inthe 'world, called Chri ban 33
On orié side of> a narrow channel/a
priest ascénds a higli‘dnd gor géoﬁs
altar to piay that the "banners of
‘“the great ‘hation > -mdy wave
victorios. ©On the other side of

‘the samé charinel, the priest of a

rival church’ approaches an altar
not so high, nor so richly adorned,
to xmportune the ‘Almighty to go
forth with”the feéts and armies of
the favouted’ islénd.” Each-aps.,
pears’ tb “expeét “that- theiFather
of alli/the ‘faftmkés of ¢ ﬂi’e edEth
will - bécome a’pa’rttéém’ in *‘the,
quaﬁrrels of his cdntemawus P@hll-
Should” théy happn t.o‘
jou J :

no -doubt lmmedmtely, e changé
the rayerﬁof their devout peti=.
tions, loyalty under existing
c11cumstances might direct.. How.
shall ‘a" Christian,” not by birth.i
and’ ndtion, bul:by convictigh
and choice, conduct kimself  at
such’ a- pénod " As a’ C‘hnstxan’,
he knows fio- more ‘distinction-be
tween'' ‘Gayl and Bfitain, ‘thian
Paul” found- Jetween " Gréek, and
Jew.  He': w@l} surely pray ‘that
«the’ ﬁ‘lghtmgﬁ rﬁ‘fé&u&é ‘mAY’ Prosper,
and the': yEb sadtteréd that
lt mfwa(r. Or, if: he muﬁq ‘;
ﬁ%ﬁbtml p@mglif hﬁ"

Qn:.\p’l-
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may Adopt t1§§ 'h\ﬁﬁ%n “t\t‘ion of
8 mj Iﬁsfé‘l;' i the eat ﬁf Ef hglatid
dhi*i,ﬁd “eHE! Tt Wak. ‘“W‘”",_‘*”
for' ode" "counti‘yfne ’who ~are

ibmaf& on dange‘x‘bu’s’ é’xﬁ ditions ;

s

e . P

- Unitlirian t*ahg}éga%m df ngmc. A

—préseive thefm s besé?g,}x‘
from siffering any ”barm or.

doxng any Barm to ofﬁéfé“’;"";”
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To the Editor of the Monthly Reposztarg.

- - s %

T Oase-thm

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, |

| Feb, 15, 1808. -
Sm,
Beéing a ¢onstant reader of - the
Repository, - Fhope you witl ‘grant

me the hberty to Jekp‘réss the great’
pleasure, : I,’ i1 'éomion with out

_friends. in’ this P‘laf:e, ’have{denved
fiom observing the incréasing uses
folndssof your 1mpartial and well-
-gondueted
you have indeed merited, and will;

we doubt not; contintie to‘dCSEi've’
the thanks of - évéj‘y friend’ to -freéd
mqmry—-——-ﬁhe*“onl topéf b#sis o
civil.ands re“hgroﬁlz Igbegty-“ B

: Lamp "mem'brkr’cﬂ' dPretty’’ ﬁu”
merous Tinitarian 5con®#eiié 1ih ‘1"’X

this’ place, utider ithe p&stﬁrfﬂ}(:a‘ié
of a ‘minister, whosé viftiied a¥*a:
Chrlstlan, and a.lgﬂxtres A5 a it
mster, far exceed"‘ﬁn ‘thing I ¢an

$ay in his praise, But this, T hope,

as 'NO uilcommon: circumstance.

- One thing is, perhaps, ‘desérving
o be better known.
of our chapgl is‘an exténsiver
“wellichosen dibrary; condistiig  of
manylof - the best “Autliois”" on Jthe
evidences of Chifstianftyy b &p :

dooninal | and. ‘practiest J‘s\ﬁ’fbjeﬁfs- ‘thee” Monthly" ' Repobsitory.
l'emtnvguthemtm these hidvey beeh “ish ‘aldt gd"éﬁ'en‘ dp

10 4% &

bymﬁonmwns’ ff«bﬁdiks,

.. ‘

publication ; by which_

' every Sunda

In the: vé? ‘n‘nsc’ell‘m}
rid y

and partly by a voluntary annual
subscription - for " that' purpose,

. amongst the memnbers of the con.

gregation. I rejoice that similar
msutut;ons are now becormncr very
cummon a.monost Ijxssenter;, as
it lS, pel‘haps, the best mmnsof
_secunty' agamst mﬁdehty on the
oné hand, and intolerant bidotly
on the other 3 bbtﬁ of wblch hé
generally one ' cémiion’ ong:p-—_-
the ‘want of a p‘rnp’b‘r dcqidintance
w’ith the’ déc’trme and e.vxdex}ces,
idiof course ‘dn. iém)rant:e of th
i) 1it; of Chﬁétmm‘ty | o
Al fcw ‘of us* ‘meet in the vostry ,
nday" Limd“"\’Veélnesddy
evenfiss) for sacidl | worship 1@93
’tﬁ'a‘tn’oﬁ' Sn’ elisibis ami
ity ard il reddifig ‘of
ﬁf?:"b “Héw” ot lﬁ{%msrmv books o n
‘thb siind Fapics: s lﬁg;t:pcif“to ar-
Tééf o -,-,éitenﬁmi" Y
W”é’”" g 188\Y o f‘.‘. 0 ,W' u ‘will
“hast il "'gbodnéss ta;;:‘ ”m pfucate
gut th%mkﬁfﬂﬁf valudbls
B’dsham

yf" a1
e, lea.sure gmd

1mpo‘r"~""' ﬁ"i’;r dtwn we ''have
PEOTE AHEN Masterly com-

deme 3
m‘ﬁhicaﬁoﬁs’ frofhn itﬁn‘e to tnh!e in

Wca

dgihs ‘1\;1‘:;‘r ki 'ag”

‘ KEngislg ehts’'to’ ¢, ‘for
h 1 ’ompamble Yﬁiljfﬁ?}} )m'{“"f
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126 On the Testumony of 't]ze' Jezus to éhe Person of Christ. Let. 2.

mon, .and our best wishes for his
deliverance ‘out of the hands of
| hxs malighant persecutors.

. We beg lecave also to cxpress
the happmess we enjoyed in read-
ji: the Report of the Committee
fthe Unitasiun Fund, and our ad-
miration of the indefatigable zeal
of Mr. Wright and the other mis-
sionaries,

“We hope their labours

wxll be. rewarded with .abupdant
success.; ‘ang we have no dcmb
but when the Chlef Shep herd’ ahalg
appe'n', (not before) the shqll
receive a (:rovm of glory, that fad,
eth not away. I am,

Mr. Editor,

For friends and self,
. Yaqurs, truly,
WILLIAM ROBSON.

———

LETTERS TO MR. (NOW.  BISHOP) BURGESS, ON THE TESTIMONY

OF THE JEWS TO THE PERSON Of CHRIST.

LETTER II.

SIR,

- Permit me to express the sur.
prise which the perusal of your
sermon occasioned in me. 1 had
flattcred myself with the idea of
recelving an accurate investiga- ¢
tion of Christ’s discourses, and
from the comparison of them
with each other, and the opinions
of the Jews, to have seen your
opinion deduced, that Christ™ is
equal to God, the Father. But'l
- was much dlsappomted in finding
that the greater part of your ‘dxs-
couxsc was taken up with g ,pel-
}aneous reflections, - in ma yoiof
whlch indeed, you have, my COR-
(‘mrgncc, but they dmw off the
attention of “the rcader@‘a‘.}o other
,suh)eclb, and “bury, the point in

dispute i matter of comparatiyely
\egy lmle up;portance. Out qf
.thirty-gne ' quarta pages, ceven
zouly are employed on the subject
“set fmtb in your title.  Fhe rest
_eontain animadversipns op opics
‘much slisputed at present: such
,as the
_opipigp ; the propriety of human "
'\pthwn.y in matters of rpbggum,

‘the 1:(0?0%? of mquzr_y S0 mg-
peﬂy indulged in the present day,

_causes . of the difference of.

]

&c. &c. which, though they are
interesting in themselves,'l must
‘beg lcave to reject -entirely in owr
present controversy, as they draw
off the attention of the mind. frqm
the main point in dispute.

I parmcul_arly_menuon this  cirs
cumstan¢e, because in ‘the- body
of your digcourse you have alluda
ed to, and in your notes you have
named some very much respected
and learned friends of. mme, whaose
defence 1 'should think it incumse
bent.on me on such gan qgceasion
to undertake, if [ could.permit
myself to wander in the least from

the maipn ohject of my :corre-
spondence with yom. -
shall not: in . fy subsequent let-

But, as i

ters rafer, vo the writings of any
ancient or modern author, except
those of the two Cgvenams, I shall

request of youw, .if you shaould

hangur me by a.reply, te confine
yourself to the same: rule, . Lot
the . words of seripture’ ‘be aur
only appeal ;, for, .in the reference
t9 other writers, thepg. isi gengrally
ore ‘tifne last .in- settling . their

meaning, than woyld. lisve boeen

employed in. dﬂtermm!'e»th@ LR8O
of the text.
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i ‘have;'nnly to. udd,. that In'a consider any' of them, and .in

contested peintiwe;cannot con fine
too narrewlyithe disputants.to the
oint in-dispute... | Y:ou -assert{ the
divinity . of €hrist,- - deny it 1n
your sense.. .1 believe, that he
was in all respects a man, excel-
ling the rest.of :his fellow creatures
in the gifts which, he received
from God, and particularly in his
moral character 3 for, mndergoing
temptations: like his brethren, he
was without sin. Between youyr
opinion and mine there are many
intermediate anes, each; of which
has its zealous adherents. .t is
not our - business. at present. to

§

> : A .o

_own; or, if you cosfess

A ol

writing to you, I shall net sup.

pose. the ;existence af, any in %ﬁ; 3
world bnt our own. If-I can
p‘ersuade,. you,, that yours }§ 1l

.....
¥

‘founded, I shall hégg ,n._p,;é%&
tign to prove. the, validity: of dny
the weals-
‘ness of yours, and are yet willing
‘to rest in sgme.interme. iate space,
I shall then with readiness under-
take to prove. to yay,.that the
.gentiment you adopt .is equally
.without - foundatjon, .as that yos,
‘have alteady maintagined. . .

MR S

\_v

ol EF L ¢

3 a
|

ACCOUNT OF THE .CONVERSION OF A FEMALE. TO. €CHRIS
o . ITYy, BY :THE UNiTARIAN.  DOCTRINE. : ' - .

SR

To the
SIR, o wHackney.

It has been frequently advanced
withran air of . triwumph by our
orthodox brethren, and too fre-
quently . admitted. by Unitarians
themselves, that-Unitananism, will
not convert. a SinfHer.
1 must beg leaver.te contradict

these. good people, because I well’

know a Hhving instance to the
‘contrary;; amn account of which
'} will give you,. and if you deem
1t worth a place in your valuable
Repository, you are at liberty to
‘nsert it. S e

I must first, however, ask, what
is meant by a sinnoer 2. If by itis
understood only a dissolute,. aban-
doencd profligate, 4 must say, I
think no religious system likely
to conpvert..such an one, without
Some- gevere moral discipline to

W . Y

Editor.of the Monthly Repdsitory..

NO\V, :Sir) ]
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shake.and loosen_prerious ;hgbitgi:
iand if we look inta life, we;shail
seenthat jthis is:really ithe case.
Bnut ;at; all events, 1 thigk Unita-
rianism as . likely to:preyail with
a.ipeasonable being, as any le

rational system., For let me ,ai

‘my Unitarian brathgen, why truth

should,;ynot be jas. powesful as

falsehopd ; and my, . €alvinistic
.ones, why the dactrige \of unlimit-
‘ed mercy to repenting . sinpers,
should. not be as;prevailing as, that

.of parxtial election,? .,

,But, if one, whe lives without
any, sense of (Grod’s, presence, and
inspection, and is upder the influ-
ence .of. eveiyiunchristian temper,
who . ridicules.all, religion, and
butiom, be)a signer, (and. these who

are. most . forward to. brng the

T G 1. O

_every, expectationef. future retri-

Y 4 o [

TIAN- -~
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chérge, will, T ath 'siite, allow it)

“then was tbé writér of this'paper -

“too deservmo of that 3appena. cuilidr: favourites 1of" bmvun% ’fuif',

tm’
- Shé was brought up. among-the
\gk%yan Methodlﬂis, and, for the
fitst sixteen yedrs of her! life; en.
"deavoured to ‘work' hér- mind “@p
to a suffigient degree~of _enthusi-
asm to believe she felt”the'super-
‘matural assurance that  her sins
were farg;lven, (with them, the- in-
“fallible s$ign of conversion;). but
‘in.vafn for in despite 'of all ‘her
endeavours, she could net silénce -
the voice of redson; though taugh? -
to call its dictates the tcmprdlwns
of the devil.
rcason,— heaven’s monitor in the .
human breast, told her that it God -

dnlge a sufficient dégree. of. vahgfy
to's pbsef?h%medfsane of ,

‘o the : otlierd hamdy it 'was falsg,
‘she'was terivernted: with the diedd
‘of -annililation, lan eternal sepac
“ration -from ail:}she ‘toved : or va-
“lued, - In- this saretehed - state, 'a

state of whicls words can cdnvey
no adequate. idea, she. coutinued
a length ‘of time. At last she cast
Off all roligion, . assured that none
.could be trié which had not for.its
first principle, a . perfect Deity.
In this ssitwation, .her sex, and a
-senke of propriety:aldne preserved
‘Her: morals ‘ancorrapted;. if un-

The small voice of corrupted they could be called,

when every standard of right and
.wrong was removed, wlien truth

-posséssedi- foreknowledge :and em- ~or falsehood, - virtue or- vice- > wexe

nipotence, he eduld:have prevwnted:
the fall of Adam, and the conse-

equally. mdaﬂ'erent,. except as she
dreaded the shame of detection ox:

quent guilt and misery of all -his—censure.

offspring. To
surmountable- obJMt}on “she went

among the Calmmsta. But here
‘she found’ still igicater difficultics,
for iftHe Atminians deprived God
-of hxs*’kﬁéiﬂk‘d e or:'his power,
these’ (fépi*ﬁea hxm of an: attribufe
which  ‘céuld] in her’ “ideasy be :
‘much Aess' spared t}'om his- eha- -
‘racter,—-hisismercy.” They told .

‘her, Gdd foreknew and- dcslcmed ‘wise,”.

get rid. of this in- - At length she entgred the Gravel-

pit mechng, to héar “a sect every
where sgoken against.”’ ‘éﬁbilb‘
Ject of" that day’s dlsccmx%e éﬁe
{has: ‘ngver! forgotten i At Rins] the
imeral attributes?: Juf { xﬁe i1 i.y“
<. This:” | -said-she; ¢ pie

‘better: :than+ | Hawve’. been dsgdnﬁ
hemr»Chrnstxamty ‘may . yet;

true, and Godrbe . memxﬁxl and

Shevent wgain«and' axgalﬁ

‘all events, @&nd the: cohscquem'e of ‘one prcjudice after -another gaw

this foreﬁnowk‘dge and design' is
~the eternal misery of the great bulk

‘of mankind ; while @ very few are -
-arbitrarily élceted “to uncondi- -
tional salvatien. -This -doctrine

she. never did or could cmbrace,

thou i she‘tried with all her pow-
- érs,” for shie'ldoked on'scepticisin
with ﬁbi“r’c’ff ‘émd kitew:of no less -
excepﬁdhabio scheme of religion:
& digtrdcrion of ‘W mind was -
méol{t‘éwﬁbw v I Chindt inw
wastrﬂé -$he wild’ ’dmiméd o end..
Pess :mser;, for she'couid not in-

way to the: words. of truth anil
.soberness,” and in the :course of,
‘two years she became a plufcss@d
Unitarian. , : t

\ I'rom-one of the most mlsemrble
she is become one of the happiest.
‘of .human bemgs -and :in alk the
troubles of life she: has faxth i
‘Godrand joy in hyhe»mg. SIS
. To say an{ MOTE: as ; to .apy
altcmnon in her mmal chmactct
. would' not become me,: butwl muQﬁ
leave thosawho. know her to-cope
pare what shic was and what she is.

"-l ' -\‘ ’J/



On Preaching Unitarianism and Praying Trinitarianisms 129

Sensible how much she owes to
Unitarianism, she would fain re-
move any groundless préjudice
against it. She wishes aldo thus
publicly  to express her grateful
sense ogksligatjon to Mr. Belsham
and to My. Aspland, under whose

ministry she has reaped all the

Ll

N

abovea Deist. = .

1 will only add, you bave hegé -
an account of a sinner convertéd

'by Unitarianism, whom Metho.

dism could not convert, and whom -

- Calvinism made a Deist. |

A CONVERT TO RATIONAL
' CHRRISTIANITY. '

L

PR |

ON PREACHING UNITARIANISM AND PRAYING TRINITARIANISM.

/

—-\-*—-.

o the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

SIR, Feb. 13, 1808.
There have been several at-
tempts made to vindicate Mr.
Stone’s preaching Unitarianism in

the church ; but .I bave not yet

met with any one who has at-
tempted to defend his praying
. Trinitarianism in the same church :
for whether he offers up prayers
himself or by his deputy, it js the
same. Here, in the presence of
a God of truth, he prays to the
three persons of the Trmity . dis-
tinctly ; then to the three persons
-1n one ¢rintty, God; in another
place he prays -by ¢ the mystery
of God’s holy incarnation, by his

holy nativity and cxncuﬁcasxok
&c. &c.” Again, “ O Lamb

God, hear us. - O Lamb of God,
have mercy upon us &ec.’”> Now
1 have to request that some of

-your correspondents would ace -

count for this, and defend Mr.
Stone; that, although a Unita.
rian, I may no longer - be guilty
of the heinous sin of schism, but,
reconciled to mother church; may
hope shortly to be presented to
some rich benefice. This will of -
course very much oblige

Sir,,
Youré, &c.
. | H'

T‘*‘ ‘ n_o. '

ey
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ON TYTHE PROPER DIRECTION

OF BENEVOLENT EXKERTION.

~ .

However much, in the moment
of gloomy scepticism, we may
feel inclined 10 doubt the infinite
8oodness of the Creator, when
Ve see the sum_of apparent evil
Which exists'in the creation, it is a

thought'iutercnting as true, that

YOL, 111,

the more enlarged our views, the
less of inconsistency we discover.
When we' observe things partially,
and take individual cases- into
consideration, appearances are
often beyond our comprebension 3 -
but the general principle, that this
a |
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is a statc of moral.discipline; will

frequently relieve us frem our

difficultics. - With- captious igno-
ranc¢e we blame the parts; but
whlien we extend our views from
the individual to the whole, the
rays of truth frequently burst
through the cloud, and teach us
that af/ is just and good.

But suffering does &xist, and
the calls of humanity and religion
loudly demand our attention.
They direct us to exert oufselves
for 1ts diminution and prevention.
They direct us to make the hap-
pincss of others our own, and to
pursue with steadiness the means
of increasing-it. Not that benec-
volence 1s confined to endeavours
to ease the bed of pain, and
to supply the wants of poverty:
its sphere is more extensive,
with forms

and, united plety,

the best foundation'of even every

personal <iuty. But here is a wide
ficld for active utility, 'To visit
the sick ; torelieve the distressed ;
to become the father, brotheér,
friend of the needy ; to obtain
the blessing of him who was rcady
to pcusn,————wbn\e is the heart so
callous to ‘th# feelings of huma-
nity, as not to warm with the
1dea ! |
But our cxcrtions for the ine
crease of happiness and the dimi-
nution of misery, must be directed
by prudence. ‘I'he Christian’s
object i1s to do all the good he
can; and as his powers are limit-
ed he must so direct them that

they- may - be as§ -cflicacious -as’'r
poss-ible. Lleremm. consists - the
difterence -1n wvalue. between  the

efforts of the man ef comprehcensive
soul, and of him - whose views are’
bounded by ignorancc; the one .
with an equal portions 0f benc-

f

it
enters into every social - action,

On the Proper Directson-of Benevolent Ewertion.

volence and -general ability to do
good, . will* perform much less
service to lus fellow . creatures
than . the other. The dispusition
is what. princip ally - renders the
individual Vahmble in the sight of
him who knoweth the monves,
but he who takes not the means
to which wisdom directs, as in-
creasing his capacity of benevo-
lence, does not du all the good he
can, and consequently, his cha-'
racter i1s deficient. - )

Two ill eonsequences obviously
result, from neglcctmor the dictates
of prudence in the “exertion of
benevolence; we stand too pro-
bable a chance of sapping -
very - foundations ;~—and, we are
unjust to others.

To take as an e‘cample pecu-
niary benefieence.

Indiscriminate - charlty is sel-
dotn ‘useful to: the objects of 1t;
and if it were more frequently so,
the same sum bestowed upon more
worthy objects; and in a -manner
more likely to serve them, maust.
be more widely’® beneficial. In
gencral it may be pronounced in-
jurious to society;  and, since
there must be limits to our ex-
ertions, while so many :cases exist,
in which we may apply . them: to
greater advantage, these should
furnish the mode of direction.
Indiscriminate charity - is better
than none, though its fruits ‘are
usually to be cxl)ectc,d only in
the bosom of the giver; butisit
not in general the ‘result of indo-
lent, selilsh senSibility P—at any
rate, if the capacity of the stream
is limited; let it not be directed
jover the barren sands, but to
fertilize the mead; ‘or to supply
tha useful labours of the mechanic.
.The: pains: of sympathy - ave &
sprmg of dmntcrest:ed "benevo-,
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lence.; but if to gr'mfy the calls
of compassron be the -only motive
to action, seif\Has been httle era-
dicated from the mind. ‘Benevo-
lence cam scarcely be thus cul-
givated.” The passive emotions
which constituted our only stimu-
lus will gradually diminish ; and
what will supply the deficiency,
if the desire of doing good have
not been formed ?-——-an'd if this
desire have bceen. formed, before
it has ‘become habitually our ac-
tuating motive, we require the
peree ion 'of the wished-for good
to preserwe it in its fan vigour,
Now how seldom is our-mitc per-
ceptibly or probably beneficial,
when mdlscnmmately givén , at
our doors or ' by the way-side.
How much might it tell if devoted
to aid the exertions of ‘honest-in-
dustry ; to supply instruction to
the ignorant; to add a féw com-
forts to the scanty portion of the
child of a,fﬂlctxon? True 1t is
that among the tribes of beggary,
benevolende can often ‘discrimi-
nate individuals,  whom bcneﬁ.
cence may snatch from iiscry,
may at least relicve till Provience
sends relief still more efficacious E
and here the claims of duty are
obvious : ‘but arec we hence to
infer . that benevolence may be
mdalged to indolent, inefficacious
Clnuty ' -

Far be it from me to wish to

restrain the emotions of pity. 'l’

should grieve to sce the youth,

whose: mmd prudence has not’ yet
been  founded on  benevolence,
h%tcmncr to 1ts cold 'xdmomnons,
and foxmmg_., .calculations- whieh
might excuse present, but would
hot prompt to future exertions. But
-J.would aim to give his .compas-
sion that dircction which woidd
point .to  bencrolence,~— henevo.

‘régulation

lf‘fr '

lence which should betomé . the
habit of his soul,> which should be -
mwrougbt in 'hls ftime, and di-
réct to steady exertion, when the
thrilling chords of compassmn
cease .to' vibrate. Does it suit
the general harmony of the moial
world that the culture of indivi<
dual benevolence should requirg
the sacrifice of the general good?
F.xpeuche confirms what’ relwx-
ous phjlesophy dictates, that the
interest of ‘the individual cannot
be scparated from the' interest of
the community ; ner the mterest
of the community from that of

the species.. And the gehera{l
‘truth admits here of exact axjd

obvious - application. Indolence

‘and wretchedness follow close in

the steps of indiscriminate charity ;
—and, on thé other hand, apat%y
to the cldxms of distress will arise
in the place of _inactive, selﬁs’v
compassion, whcn time shall h,:w
diminished the vxgour of ity ime

'pulse and the frdquent (’,ctectlon

‘of imposture led to ¢luss the' ta,}g
of modest, suﬂ'ermO“ merit, wu,h
that of the artfal, plofes;slonal
mendicant. * Tle  mechanism of

social good and of prxva,tc bt;nq-

volencc, is impeded, in proportion

to the prevalence of the ll]d}bCl‘l*

minate dppllC"tthh of the abilit
to do good,- over that whjch 1s
regulated by a judicious attention
to its result.

The nccessity of a JUdlClOUS
of the cxertions ot
benevolence appears, then, suf-
ficiently obvious. It may not be
uscless to state a few general

principles, «which . may tend to
‘produce, on the basis of compas-

sion, steady, acuve dlsmtexestud'

‘benevelence.

All “the objects of lbeneﬁcengc
may be eonveniently classed under
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two heads, the removal or alle.
vention of misery. .
from the contagious nature of
évil, whether moral or natural,
15 obviously the more important ;
and the former should never he
#dmitted, where clearly in oppo-
sition to it. Hence it is requi-
Site, that in the sele¢tion of objects
of benevdlence; a decided pre-
ference should be given to those
whose sufferings are not the con-
-sequence - of vice. When the
prior claims of the unfortunate
-have been satisfied, then let the
consequences of idleness or worth<
lessness be alleviated: Let not
the -hand of liberality nnecessa-
wily destroy the barriers of vir-
tae ;—where extended to the
vicious; let it be apparent that
it is not for their vices. Let
.not the impression be fostered
in the mind of indolence, that
subsistence, and even comfortable
subsistence, may be obtained
without corresponding exertions.
To be otlierwise than baneful,
-charity -must - be precarious.
anustcheck the habits of steady
industry and ecofiomy to know

that all does not depend upon

the formation of them ; and pre.
cisely in proportion as the idea
of a claim upon charity becomes
‘prevalent, we must expect the
“prevalence of carelessness in the
distribution of time, and labour,
‘and expenditure amofig the la-
“bouring poor, exgept where it

‘ent;

It

‘the prevention of misery

Swubscription Library at Greenock.

is. counterbalanced by pride. re.

and the pre- jecting the gift of charity; or by

some - higher motive.  Indiscr.
minate charity must, indeed, be
precarious to a considerable ex.
but because it is indis-
criminate, and is often bestowed
upon those persons who deserve
it not, such persons will be in.
duced to rely upon it where
prudence, calculating more just.
1y, would deem it a poor re-
source; indefinitely less valuable
than the results of industry how-
ever scanty. But, though we
must not run contrary to the
Iaws of Providence, by too much
alleviating the misery-of vice, we
ought not, for the  sake of our
own minds, too rigidly to scan
the vices of the distressed, nor
depart from justice by lending
too easy an car to the tales of
scandal. There are cases, too,
in which we must leave ourselves,
and may do it safely, to the: im.
mediate impulse of benevolence.
The exigency of extreme distress,
aiid of accidental suffering, must
be attended to; yet even in these,
should be kept in .view the abeve
principle. — That the  vicious
should be made the objects of
our benevolence where . we have
reasonable hope that we may thus
restore them to the ways of good-

.ness, is perfectly consistent with

the more general principle, that

" ~should

be the first object of benevelence,
(1o be concluded in our next.)

TP N—
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SUBSCRIPTION LIBRARY AT GREENOCK.

""’""“‘W’"‘"“

o “SIR , "‘Newcastle-upm,z-.T £
Trayelling lately inw Scot-
land, I'Visited, whilst a; Greepock,

the general subscription library,

of that place, Amongst their re-
gulations I had ‘peculiar .'p’lcai-'



-Subseription Librdry -at Greenoék.

sure 1D obserings.o_ne;' hy.wbich
they admit, with the same facility
as their own subscribers, any

gentleman .or lady, who may

visit the town, ‘¢ and can prove
that they are subscribers to a si-
milar institution.’> ‘The liberality
of such a plan is particularly strik-
ing, and I believe that a similar
regulation in some other society
has been mentioned by you, Sir,
with approbation in.a former
number. See vol. 11. p. 50..
This library is only of a few
years’ standing, and has succeeded
beyond expectation, but this
phrase applied now to such insti-
tutions, has ‘become almost com-
mon-place, for whereverthey have
been once -established, like the
good secd sown in good ground,
there do they prosper, nine:times
“out of ten, and yield a produce a
thousand-feld ; - .the  great object
s ¢ to soew-the seed,” or to'drop

the similitude, and to use a very.

-general expression ¢ to make a
“beginping.” . I inquired how this
-had been: effected at' Greenock,
_eand was informed that two gentle-

.of their friends’ of each sex, a
general complaint against ¢ the
trash in circulating libraries,’” and
a wish' for such an establishment

‘@8 a book-club, a bobk-society,
"or a general subscription library, -

term.it which you please, and pro-
posing that they would immediate-
ly transfer their subscriptions from
the common libraries of the town,
and even increase them, provided
they could get books of real know-

ledge and utility. to read, which,

shounld also be the property of the

- subscribers, Finding such a spirit, .

these two gentlemen put up writ-
. ten notices at the booksellers’

~—

- shopls, at,the coffee-housés, inns,.
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&c. &c. requesting a méeting of
the frichds of such a plan, at-obe

of the principal hotels of the place.
For this meeting, -rules were drawn

up, .which met its genéral coucur-

rence, and [ bel’ievefm,anyip'f.‘ihg
-gentlemen offered the use of their

private libraries to thesocicty; ua-
til their own public one had got
the first -or sécond ordee for its:
books accomplished. Subscriptions
were imimediately opeuned,, and it
was also agreed to, that, for a
certain time, perhaps the first six
months, every one who liked the
plan, and could pay a gumea per
year, shounld - become a member
without the formality of aballot.
A committee was appoiated from
amongst the subscribers at thi sfirst
mecting, and a room was ordered,
to be prepared to: contain thisr

- books. Thus, Sir, was the Gren.
-ock subscription hibrary -este,blish-
wed.

As . the books whigh they
have purchased, are - grtting tov
numerous for their fiest. reom, I

;am told that a-plan kas lately been
- agitation amongst the members,
-to- build by way of _a.tontine,
‘men, or three, had found in. many -

in- small sharcs, ' a  respootable
house for -their better accommo-

.dation, in- some eligible part of

the town, and to let off .the ua-
der Aats, as they. call the gronnd
steries in Scotland, either for. ware-
rooms, shops, offices, or whatever
way may. be thought inost respect-
able, most useful according tothe
situation. in the town which they
purchase, and consequently. ‘most
advantagcous. - 1 believe their li-
brarian .is a school-master, and
that they mcan one part of the
upper story for himself and his
family, and the other part for his
school. . 'Thus the whole building
will be completely occupied, ‘T'o
those gentlemen, who.by @ very
[ |
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trifling exertion, might establish
very useful 'librarics, in those
__ towns (or even villages) where
there are none yet, I would hold

great moral teacher, ‘“Go YE AND
PO LIKEWISE !

To you,.Sir, and to such men,
I have great pleasure in, bubscub.

out the efforts and the success of ing myself respectfully,

these two or three active friends
of information at Greenock, and

Yours and thurs

JOII’\.T CLEN NELL

add, in the impressive words of our

OPSERVATIONS ON MR.

BELSHAM’S
MODERN ARIANS.

ANIMADVERSIONS ON

'-—-“———;g-/

To the Editor of the

StRr, | - .
From your well known impar-
c~ality, 1 hope for the admission .

into your valuable: mxscdlany of

a fow observations upon a writer,
who 1'as in .a very able tnanner
filled msny-of your pages for a
considerac'le time.

‘Mr. Belsiram, in his last letter .
on Mr. Carpenter s lectures, says
truly, that * it 1s difficult in.con- .
troversy to ohserve & proper me-
dium ; and language 13 somctimes

‘taken :in ‘a sense different from
what the writer expects and in-
tends” - - Js it mistaking Mr. Bel-.
sham’s intention or the import of
,his language, to say, that his re-
“marks on the ¢« non-descnpts,” as
he . calls those who believe in the
siinplepre-cxistence of JesusChrist,
contain invidious and unchari-
table reflections upon their moral
character ; for when

the name ' of . Arian, unless it ‘be to
screen themselves from the re-
proach that is, annexed tothe ob-.
noxious term Socinian, and  per-
JNaps to save the credit of their

. by

¢ no motive
can be found for their usurping

Monthly Repository.

orthodoxy, by joining occasionally.
in the popular hue and cry against
those who profess the primitive
faith of the proper humanity of
.Jesus Christ,” is:it not accusing
them of insincerity. in the first
mnstance, and of malevolence
the second ; and if they expect.to
save the credit of their orthodoxy
‘this conduct; we may add i
third, of weakness of-intellect; to
which their opintons are by seine
imputed : - for; woefully mistaken
are’ they, -if thcy\-hope for this
advantage {rom assuming thc-name
of Anan, since the ortbodox allow
them no better quarter’ than' thay
do Socinians, and’ -the latter
holding them in contempt, -what
temptation can they 'have - to
usurp a name reprobated by both
parties? It ‘indeed requires mo
small degree of courage to avow
it'in such circumstances.

Mr. Belsham observes that-these
' non-descripts (they are obliged fo
‘him - for rdlsmg them from. their
negative class by giving them the
name of: ‘’semi-demi Amans.L
“ are Unitarians in as stfict,
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sense &3 those who believe that
Jesus Christ "had no existence

before he was born of his mother.

Mary.’ Undoubtedly they are ;
yet ought thoy to acknowledge
this gentlemans courtesy or ra.
thér justice, In admitting their
right to this appellatlon as it is by
some applied exclusively to those
who believe that Jesus Christ had
no existence before he appeared
in this world. .

I have nothing te say concern-

-ascribes to -

135

animadversions is to:represent -the:

-unfairness of holding up a set of

men to the public.eye, as actuated:
by such disingenuous and uawor-
thy motives as ' Mr.. Belsham
them. . While he
confined his charge against them
to weakness, prejudice, &c. it
might be borne in silence, but
when their integrity is attacked, it
1s incumbent upon them - to re--
pel it.
I am, Sir,

Your humble Servant,
and constant Reader,
- A

ing the truth or error of the doc-
trines controverted by Mr. Bel-
sham. My sole motive for these

-~

J. M.’S REPLY TO THE CLLRGYMAN’ oN THE DIVINITY OF

To the Edstor of the ﬁIontlz‘ly'Reposz’fory..

:.:‘

S1R, Noyp. 12, 1807. ful. ¢¢ That it was cited or al-
I proceed to notice the clexgy- luded to in the Arian coatro.
man’s second lettér im reply to versy,” he does hot pretend, nor
my observations ‘on his rcmarks has he attempted to refute any
on- Mr. Stone’s serinon. thing that Sir Isaac Newton has
On 1 Tim. ii. 16, I charge ddvancod to prove it to be an .
the clergyman with a pérversion interpolation.
of the clausc referred to by a falsg. < I freely own,” says the cler- .
citation of it as it stands in the gyman, ¢ that I have never keard
present translation. By his pass- of any such rendering as ¢, which
ing this over in perfect sileace the he (J. M.) says has bcen demon-..
(‘haroe is admitted to be true. strated to be the true one.’” Has
Ina answer to the question, ‘““ Does he ncver read Grotius, who, as
he not know that the word ®so; cited by Dr. Whithy*, says, ¢ The
13 not to bé found in any Greek Latin, Syriac, Arabic versions, .
copy | before the fourth or fifth. and St. Ambrose, all rcad, the
century ? 7. He only produces a mystery which was révealed in the
sentence' from Ignatius which he ﬂesh which gives us reason to .
Supposes to refer to this passage, suspect. the other r¢ading ? > Has
and another fxom the Apostolicai he never seen Dr Claxke, .wha
Constitutions, the authority of says on this passaget, ¢ It has
Which, by whom, and when writ- been a great controvérsy among
ten, is at least extremely doubt- learned men, whether [@so5] or

* In loco. % Scripe, Doc:. of Trxmcy, p- 88.
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fici or.[4] be the tide reading in
this place. - All the old versions
have it, gui or guod. And all the
ancient fathers, though the copies
of many of them have it zow in
the text itself [@=éc, Deus,] yet
from the tenour of their comments
wpon it, and from their unever
citing 1t in the Arian controversy,
it appears they always read it quz
or guad ; till the time of Macedo-
nras under the Emperor Anasta-
sias, in the beginning of the sixth
century = >> and who cites Dr.
Muk-as saying,  No onec that
¥ kwow, of all the Catholic fa-
thers, who professedly collected
all the texts ¢f scripture in proof
of Christ>s divinity, cver alledge
this text, before the year 380.
Gregory Nyssen first of all, &c.”
Bfas the clergyman,. never seen
£v. Benson on the passage, or Sir
Isaac Newton’s letter, before refer-
sed to ? . If he has not seen any of
them, it appears that he knows
nothing about the controversy.
But the clergyman objects to
¢s and o as the true reading, “in-
as-much,” he says, ‘“as they alike
produce nonscnse.” In support
of the proposed. reading, I gave
the translation of the passage by
that learned and laborious critic,
Afr. Gilbert Wakefield. Has he
¢ produced grammatical non-
sense?” The clergyman has not
ventured . to charge him with it,
or to allade to that translation,
though he had it before him.
- But he says, ¢ That a mystery
was secn of angels, and received
up into glory, is to my own com-

prehension down-right nonsense.””’

Mr. Wakefield’s yendering of the

up. with glory.”> .

two clausesis, ¢ Seen by the mes«
sengers (that is, apostles,) taken
"Dr. DBenson
renders the latter clause, ¢ Was
gloriously received, 1. e. had -a
glorious  spread and reception®.”
Is- this ¢ downright nomnsense ? ¥
or. will the clergyman charge the
apostle John with ¢¢ downright
nonsense,” when he says in, his
own name . and in that of the rest
of the apostles, *¢ That which was
from the beginning, whick we have
heard, which we kave seen with
our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled
of the word of life; for the life

was manifested, and we have
seen it.” Or, is it ¢¢ downright

nonsense > to say, that a mystery
‘“ was taken up with glory,” or
““ was gloriously received 2”7 But
as the clergyman re $s the proof
of the true reading upon thé sense
or nonsense which the different
readings will produce, let us see
what sensc the reading he contends
for will produce. ¢ God?” he
says, ¢ was seen of the messen.
gers.,” What could the apostle
refer to in this assertion? I)id he
mean to contradict the apostle
John, who says, ‘““No man(gdeis,n9
one) hath scen God at any timet,
or the apostle Paul’s own assertion
in this very epistle, where, speak-
ing of God, he says, ‘¢ Who only
hath immortallity—whom no may -
hath seen, or can see?1” Again,
“ God was preached unto the
Gentiles.” Was the mission of
the apostles to preach Gud, or to
preach the mystery of godliness?
""he whole New Testament j_\‘vilj
»~zide, that it was the latter an

RS t

* In lceo. Notes.

} Chap. i 13.

$ Chap. vi. 16.
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not the former. The same may
ve said’ of thHe! following ~elause,
s« God ' was believed on ‘int! the
woild. *»*° ‘The last clause <¢ God
was recetwéd up iwto’ glory,”
is, if possible, mote irrécanciléable
with any prineiple of : rcason or
revelation. We might ask; what
is meant by God’s being received
up into glory ? = By whom was he
received ‘up, &c. &c.? ~ If this
then be the ‘true reading of the
passage, I will venture to say there
is not any thing in the New
Teéstament either to explain or
to justify any one of the assertions
of the Apostle in this text.

I reply to the mere conjecture
of the clergyman ¢ that OX, in the
 Alexandrian MS. (of which MS.
he'*himself is probably ‘as pro-
foundly ‘ignorant, as he professes
himself to be of any such read-
ing' 8, aMith was manifested)
was originally ®X, the abbreviat-
ed mode of writing ®@EOZX,”” but
that by the hand of time the cen-
tral tdark of the theta has been
miractlously obliterated without
injurihg the -circle, (a very pro-
bable ‘conjecture!) 1 shall add
the following observations on the
passage - from, .
Emendations on the New Testa-
ment, ” (I believe by Bowyer)
printed  1783. (*° puspioy @ccs
spavepwIn) 8 epavepwdy was the
reading of all the MSS. before the
fifth cenfliry, as Sir Isadc Newton
hith ‘shewn. Let. to Le Clerc.
Many interpreters at first refer-
Ted 6'to (kvsspioy which precedes ;
but obseiving that @ mystery could
not be”‘i"’e'ceived"np into glory,
they ‘connécted ¢ to ‘be: the sl

Ject of whnt follows: “Trar
WHICR was manifested in the

Sesk, was justified by the spirit,

vol“ III.

¢¢ - Conjectural

® In loc.

6, as 1 John'i.. 8. John i. 4,46,
iii. 26.°34, -Mat. xix. 297 Rowp,
. 2. 3. Wetstein. *For @éog £¥s:-
vepwIe, perhaps Kesog Edaverody,
and for a@8y-aflyexdis; réad wple
amwosrorois:  R. Beutley. ap.-Wet-

stein. The different attestations -

of eye-witnesses coencernihg OF
in the Alexafadrian MS. (some
affirmimg the former letter to-be
®, some’0) are accounted for- at
last by Professor Wetsteiiy i wiho
discovered that the cross-streke
in it, whi¢h was . discerned by
some, was no other than the ‘mida
dle stroke of the E in EYXEBEL.
AN, 1 Tim. vi:- 3. written on-the
back page, - which appeared
through the vellum as written on
the O, when held up separately
to the light, but- was not visiblke
when laid flat on the-pext leaf,”
What ignoramuses miust all -the
learned men 1 have referred to, and
all the ancients who, before the
fifth century, read, whick was
manifested, have been! that they
could not discover what our learn-
ed divine has discovered, that thag
reading 0 epavspwdy -as well -as
és epavegwdy® produced lowne
right nonsense, and ph'erefore could
not be the true reading, though
supported by the anthority ‘of
every Greek copy duringthe four
first centuries..- DBut we' mmuit
not allow him the whole! of’ the
merit of this discovery, for it seems
some wiseacre¢ wmade it “in- the
fifth orsixth century, and :boldly
changed:d into-Jeog. " & Fooo e
““ If *> says Archbp.-Neweome®,
¢ we read ¢y, ke whn, we havé'a
constraction like- Mar.. iv. 2§.
Luke viii. 18: Rom. viii. 328
But had his Lordship -cofisulted
our learned clergyman he would
have told him that that;could not

\J . .

T
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be the true rcading,. for it pro-
duced duvdnright nonsense.”

~ Of what 1 advanced to shew
that Trinitarianism was the spirit
of antichrist he bhas
sentence, or offcred a word to
refute it; the truth of it therefore
remains uncontroverted.

Acts xx. 28. 1 make some
observations on the passage as it
stands, and also observe that in-
stead of ¢ the church of God,”
some of the ancient versions read,.
“ the churchk of the Lord,” and
the Syriac, which is of the highest
antiquity and authority, rcads,
“ the church of the Moessiah.”
All  this the clergyman  has
thought it most prudent to pass
over without any observation.
The reason of which will be ob-
vious to the reader if be will take
the trouble of referring to the
passagc¥®,

- He asserts, indced, that, ¢¢ The
answer which J. M. givesto Acts
xx. 28, is a mere quibbie” A
reply which the most ignorant
blockhead could casily make to
the most profound argument that
evey came from the pen of man.

Tle then makes a very wise appeal
to any -man, whether the words
‘of the present translation do not
‘stand as they do, and to account
for the cxpression, ¢ The blood
of God,” he has recourse to his
usual © nusupported  subterfuge,
that ‘¢ God and man being one
Christ, the blood ot Christ, al-
though the blood of'the man Jesus,
(and consequvntly not the blood
of Gad, as he says the text asserts
it " to b‘c) is styled the blood of
God. Al'(,hgibh()p Newcomc’s

fendering is ¢ The church of the
Lm'd &c..”

¥

* M. Repos 1807, pnge. ﬁj&

not cited a-

not the Father.

But we must come to something
more important. 1 have supposed
an c.lhpsxs : bere this proud, blus.
tering. champion takes his stand,
brandishing his sword with an air
of defiance ; but the reader wijl
presently see whether a sling and
a stone will not briug him to the
ground, an‘ turn his insulting tri-
umph into confusion and shame.

The passage .1s such a inaster-
plece of criticism and argument
that-1 will not injure the learned
divine by omitting any part of it;
it is, as follows: ¢ By the assist.
ance however of a convenient

ellipsis, or some similar contriv.
ance, a Socinian will ‘persuade
hlmbe]f whatever he may do

others, ‘that a text means tho very
reverse of what unlctrered Chris.
tians would suppose it to mean,
In support of his ellipsis, he ad-

“duces 1 John iii. 5, and says, that

the only antecedent to ke was
manifested is the father 1n verse
1: but the Father, even accord.
ing to the Trinitarian scheme was
nut manifested ; therefore ke must

be referved to Christ, though ke is

not mentioned in thb context. [
deny that the antecedent to ke was

manifested is the Father. This.
p'lssao'e is exactly parallel to.that

in Acts. - In both, God: is the
antecedont both consequently
prove Chirwst to be God.”” ‘That

the texts are parallel is ddmltted
and that that verse refers to Christ
is also admitted; but the clergy-
man: denies that an ellipsis is ne-
cessary to make out that applica-

tion, and affirms that the ante.
cedent to fhe was manifesteds

v.. 5, is Gou-l, and. that that Ged i

Here we are-at

\
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sssue, and here unf'ontunately his

¢ God and man being one Christ,”.

will attord -him no assistance. But
et us examine his exposition of
this passage, he has given 1t at
large, as tollows. ¢¢ Behold, what
manner of love the Father h‘lth be -
stowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons o1 God.”” 'T'hat is,
says the clergyman, of Christ, of
God the Son.
world knoweth us noty because it
knew not him: (viz. God)’’ not
God the Father; but God the
Son. ¢ Beloved, now are we the
sons of God ;.?? that 1s, of God
the Son, aad to fullow the reason-
ing of the apostle, ¢ If sons, then
hurs, heirs of God the Son, and
joint heirs with Jesus Christ of
God the Son.” If in this passage
the phrase <¢ sons of God *”” means
the sons of Jesus - Christ, as the
clergyman asserts, no reason can
be assigned why the same phrase,
in every other place where it oc-
curs, should not have the same
meaning.  Jesus Christ, then, and
not the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, is the father of Christians,
and conscquently the father of
Christ himself also, for he ex-
pressly says to his disciples ¢¢ I
ascend to my Father and to your
Father, to my God and to your
God.”” Again, when our Lord
f:ught his disciplzs to pray, saying
ur Father ,” by father, upon
the clergyman’s hypothesis,  he
must . bave meant himself., What
2 bold attack is this upon the
Paternal character of the God of
our Loard Jesus Christ! That
character with all. the grace and
all the mercy connected with and
arising out of it, as -also all_the
Worahx.p and reverence due to him,

¢ Therefore the
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1s here transferred to Jesus Lbnst.-
But what docs it sigiifys what be
comes of the honour and wmsblp
of the only true God, provided,
the divinity and supreme worship,
of Jesus Christ be but maiutained ;

secing, according to the ¢ lmgyman $
system, we owe all eur oblications
to Jesus, and but tor him, his
God would have consigned us all
to everlasting perdition! 'T'o what
will Trinitarianism lead !  DBut ig
1s gone ; one of the relative dis-
tinctions. in the Deity is done,
away ; there is no Father in the,
Godhead distinct from the Son,
in” whom both the characters are’
united, and of course that also of
IHoly bpmt, so that the clcrgy-.
man in endcavouring to support.

the doctrine of the Trinity has

reasoned himself into rank Sabels
lianism.

Having taken a review of the

lvro_yman s interpretation of this
passage, let the rcader judge whea
ther either the word futher orGod
In v. 1, 2. can . possibly be th
antecedent to he was mang'f&stez
to take away owr sins; and whe
ther weare not under the necessity
of supposing an ellipsisin v. 5. and
reading ke, Chitst, was manifested ;
and that the same ellipsis is ne-
cessary to be supposed in v. 16,
and Acts xx. 28. if the preseng
reading of that text is retained ;
and that consequently neither o
those texts proves Chnist to b(t
God. ,

‘“ Irom Col 1. 15—17. (sa,ya
the clergyman) I had asserted that
Christ was the pre.existent Cre,
atar of the umvuse.” This is nos
true, his words are, ¢ The Negg.
1'estament writers assert,”‘” wlugh'
is a very dlffereut thing from A4

(3

» Se¢ee M, IRepos. 1807, p. 6,9.
4
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asserting.’ What he may choose to
asSert is  of o consequence ; what
they assert is of infinite import-
ance. Were 1 inclined to it, I
could play upon the clergyman’s
word assert in this connexion, as
he has done upon my using the
word demonstrated, and retort,
“ The framers of systems are very
apt to fancy that to be asserted by
the New Testament writers which
they wish to establish.>>  That the
New Testament writers have not
asserted any thing like what the
elergyman says they assert is fully
proved by his own explanation.
- ¢ This assertion,” he adds, < J.
M. denies on the ground, that
the words pre-existent Creator,
and universe do not occur in the
text.”” 1 deny that Jesus Christ
15 any where styled the Creator of
the universe; or that the term
Creator is ever applied to Aim;
and 1 appeal to any one whether
Paul’s enumeration in that text
ean be applied to the universe.
His words are, not he created
all things; but, ¢ By Aim were all
things created—whether ¢hrones
or dominzons, or principalities or
powers.” Are these expressions sy-
nonynious with the term universe ¢
' 1 shall refer the reader to the
. observations of Mr. Belsham on
the beginning: of John’s gospel, in
his most excellent letter to Mr.
Carpenter, contained in the same
humber of the Repository with
the letter of the elergyman. In
the letter which he has promised,
we shall no doubt have as lucid
an éxposition of the passage in
the Colossians, which I will not
nticipate*. Let wus, however,
suppose (as -the clergyman does)
that “Fohn, ch. i. 3. is-describing
the Word, as the Maker of all

things ;- and - put the passage into

language suited to that ‘idea, and
‘then see whether -that ¢an be'its

meaning. ‘¢ He (the word) was
the maker of all things, and with.
out him (the maker of it) was not
one thing made, that was made.”
Admirable sense! worthy of the
learning of the clergyman, and of
the system he is endeavduring to
support. |

‘“ Perhaps J. M. (says the cler-
gyman) may be assisted 1u his
inquiries by comparing together
the beginning of Genesis and. the
beginning ot St. John’s gospel.
Moscs teaches us that the world
was created by Jehovak. St. John
assurcs us that all things were
made by the Word, that he was
in the world, and the world was
made by him.” - |

What a ¢ daring misquoa
tation!”  Moses says, Elokim
created ; but the clergyman can
easily transmute Elokim or 4ddon,
or, perhaps;, any other word, into
Jekovak, and then assert that
those words are the words of the
sacred writers when they mani-
festly are not. But in this trans-
mutation there is no small degrcé
“ of sophistry.” Heis compar-
ing the beginning of Genesis with
the beginning of John, and would
evidently insinuate by changing
Moses’s word ' Elokim into .Jehos
vak that, not the {rue Jehovah of
the Old Testament but, his_fictiti
ous Jekovak, the Messenger, which
he says is Christ, was the Creator
of all things. For this purpase
also, finding in John i. ¥0. % The
world was made by him,»” to
make the comparison more com~
plete, he changes the words of
Moses, ¢¢ The hedvens -and ‘the
earthy,” into * the world.” 1 will

* See M., Repos, yol. 11, p- 591 .==Ed,
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venture o say tha.t a more ¢ gross
translation and misrepresentation”
than this cannot be produced.
But on that obscure passage,
Johnj. 10. . I shall propose a
conjecture, and I propose it only
as such ; at the same time it ap-
pears to me to be natural and
necessary. IHere no doubt the
Clergyman will be alaymed at
the apprchension of some *¢ Soci-
nian®’ ellipsis, or some similar
contrivance to make the text
mean the very reverse of what
unlettered Chrixtians would sup-
pose it to mean.” [ shall not
however be deterred by his blusa
tering from stating what appears
satlsfdctory to my own mind.
Mr. Belsham has remarked, in
the letter before referred to,
“ That though the word yivouas
occurs Upwards of 700 times in
the New Tecstament there is not

sl

¥

one, instance. in, wbmb it signifies
'to create®.’ » It is rendered was
in the 6ith v. .¢ There ,waes-a
Tnan,” and. so, I would render. it
in the 10th v. and ¢onjecture that
there is.an ellipsis which ought to
be supplied from the preceding
verse 3 thus, ¢ That was the true
light which lighteth every man
that cometh ml:o the w}orld - He
was in the world, and the world-
was enlightenged by him, and the
world knew him not.”> What
strengthens this conjecture . in my
mind 18, that all that is said of
Jesus n v.. 9, 10, 11, and ,12,
evidently relates to him while he
was here on this earth, or as the
10th v. cxpresses it, while ¢ .he
was in the world.”’
Iam, Sir,
Your’s,
- J. M.

FACTS RELATING

TO VACCINATION.,

R,

- To the Editor of the Monthly Reposztory

SIR, Lom]on, Feb. 1808.

The followmg facts arec 1ma
portant in a variety of ways ; if
you think them deserving of pub-
lication in the Monthly Reposi-
tory I should be obliged to you
ta give them inscrtion.

It bas been 1scermmed

1st. Admitting that a variety
of unfortunate events have incur-
red in consequence of vaccination,
viz. Inflammation of the vaccinat-
ed arm, cutaneous. eruptions,
and subsequent small pox ; such
events have not hap enc:d sO often
as once in thirigen gundxcd cases.

Essex, [Hampshire]

-eighty

2dly. ;hat where ane person
has caught the small pox after
having been vaccinated, . twenty-
nine would have died under the
usual made of inoculation for the -
small pox.

3dly. That. at Ringwood,
where the
small pox has lately prevalled
to an extreme degree, one, in,
of those inpculated, ‘has
died, and nearly one ka{f of those
lWho caught .the disease naturale
y-

4thly. That from qne clnld
moculated for the small yox,

i Puge jﬁ.
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seventeen persons caught the dis-
ease, of whom cight died; and
frcm another child inoculated at
the Smal!ll Pox Hospital, the
loathsome disease was propagated
among twelve more, some of
whom died in conscquence.
5thly. That no fewer than
4500 persons were inoculated
at the Small Pox Hospital during
the year 1807, all of whom were
required to attend at that place
several times during the continu-
ance of the dlaease upon them ;
so that 4500 {ocuses of conta-
gion were repeatedly perambulat-
ing the strects of this metropolis,
much to the honour of the govere
nors of that IHospital and o
the interest of our king and coun-

1ry,

Life of Socinus.

‘6thly and lastly. That within
the bills of mortality only, there
died of the small pox last ycary
1297 persons, every one of whose
lives might have been spaved_to
their families and friends, had
they undergone the benign prace
tice of vaccination. ,

Of the Cow Pock it may be
truly said in the words of the im-

‘mortal Locke ;

Extrorsit Lachesi cultros ; Pestique ves.

nenum .
Abstulit, et nullos punc sinit esse metus,
Post tot mille neces cumulataque funera

busto, '
chta jacet parvo vulnere dira lues.

I am, &c.
A wcll wisher to

JENNERIANISM#

LIFE OF

SOCIN US.

EE————S

To the Editor of the

s1R, Hackney, Ieb. 12, 1808.
Your correspondent’s account,
(p- 14. of the last Repository),
of the two books of Crellius, de
Uno Deo, said to have been prmt..
ed in Kosmoburg, at the sign of
the Sun-beams, in the year 1665
and of whichi | have a copy, urth
Lh(' title-page printed in red letters,
"reminded me of a small woxk
which 1 have, entitled ¢ The life
of that incomparable man, Faus.
tis Socinus, Scnensis, described
by a Polonian Knight. W hercunto
is added, ‘an excellent Discourse,
whichthé same Author wouid have
had prémsed to the Works of So-
cinus; ‘together with a Catalogue
of those werks. London : printed
for demrd Moone at the Seven

® We amc indebted to thxs wknown

Royal Jcnncrlan Society,” which wiil he fouud amongst the INTELLIG msx CE.’

Monthly Reposztur_y e

Stars, in Paul’ss Church.yard,
Neer the great north doore, 1653.”
It is not impossible but that a
Bookscller of the name of Aoone
might live in St. Paul’s Churchs
yard, 1n the seventeenth  century,
but 1 am rather inclined to think
that this book, which I believe is
now scarce, affords another ine
stance of the necessity that the
friends of free inquiry of " those
thnes were under of resorting to
a variety of expedicents to preserve
themselves from ‘the animadver
sions of their illiberal dnd per
secuting neighbours, |

Dr. Toulnnn, in his preface,
informs us that he was led to write
the life of Socinus, by the perusal
of some account o,t hxm, in the

corrcspondent for the « Re ort Of thc,

R ditox.
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works of Przipcovius, a Polisk
Knight. This small volume is
proba,bly a translation of so much
of that work, as relates to that
eminent 1eformc1‘.' If you think

the list, prefixed to l‘hl‘s book, of

the works of Socinus, and Wthh
are 28 in number, would be ina

143

tercsting to any of your.readers, it
shall, at any fatare timey - bé
copwd for you with pleasure;
Wishing success to the RLposxtory,
‘ 1 am, Sir,

Yours, &é.
.s‘. p.

\

e

NO POPERY.

ke

Tor the Mont/cly Reposztory

" The late outery of “No Popery,”
which originated in the agitation
of the pohtical question rcsPccting
the Catholic "emancipation, has
induced R. F. in'the number for
December last, vol. 2. p. 635, to
raisc an alarm against the spirit of
Popery, as havma ‘¢ taken up its
abode in our churchos, chapels,
and mceting-houses;”  and - so
much is his imagination haunted
with the terrors of Popery that it
presents to his view ¢ the depart-
ed spirit of Rome*?”” among every
denomination: of Christians ex-
cepting those who adopt Unitarian
(that is, his own) sentiments.

The design of this paper is to
quiet, if possible, R. F.’s ground-
less alarms, by rémoving the false
mirror through which they are
presented to his view. In order
to effect this desirable object, we
nced not take a survey of the ina
side of every church, chapel,
and meeting-house in the united
kingdoms. It will be sufficient to
confine our attention to the two
denominations of Christians which
R. F. has selected’ by pame from
the rest. He appears to be of -

*R.F.
th
r power to exercise it.

‘France

fcnded with the church of P‘hg¢
land because she enjoys exclus
sively all places and penalons under
government, but does he suppose
that this cxrcumstauce, however
condemnable in itself, will induce
his rcaders to close their eyes to
obvious facts, and blindly swallow
his invidious comparison between
the ehurch of England and the
courch of Rome? Are we to
thank the Romish ec¢lesiastics
for the religious liberty that now
prevails in anuce ? ~Was it under
their auspices that. this amazmg
revolution bappcned? No, it is
the fiend of infidelity that has,
though with the worst mtennons,
rendered Chustlamty this service
by stripping the whore of Babylon
of the powcr she once ‘possessed
over- the nations, And can R, F,

without blushing, prophane the
cause of civil libérty by dssociat.
ing it with the tyrant of the Con~
tinent? under whose mild and
gentle sway the inhabitants of
are violeutly torn from
their native pldins, from all that i
dear to them, and for what? ¢ to
be trusted with the defenc.e' of t‘h_ei,r

gwes no proof of the clearncss of hrs _mental sxght whcn hc repreqentc
church of Rome as dgv,.cscf;d of her pcrsccuung splrlt,

Fcalise. she w deprived

! ' x'\}“d’tﬁ\.) ‘
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country 7% No, but to’' be sa~-
crificed to the lawless will of an
usurper, whose prodigality of
human blood is only bounded by
his restless and insatiable arobi-
tion.

I am as much a friend to civil
and religious liberty as R. F. can
be, and Suffer as great a privation
of my civil privileges from the
penal laws ; but though the penal
Jaws are,_undoﬂbtedly, an abridg-
ment of the <civil rights of the
subject, I am not conscious of
any new infringment of those
rights by the Legislature, nor of
any fresh declaration by it, ex-
pressive of distrust towards Pro-
testant Dissenters, to justify the
alarm sounded by R. F.—an alarm
that is not calculated to promote
that mutual good-will between
the church and Dissenters which
1t is desirable that they should
entertain. It is well for R. F.
that he is in England, though
without place or pensionj; if he
had, in France, condemned, with
equal freedom, - the conduct or
government of Napoleon, he
would have been better qualified
to appreciate the respective merits
of the French and Briush go-
vernments, -

Neot having read the works of
Overton and Daubeny, I cannot
judge of their merits ; but are all
the members of a church to be
condemned for one or two blind
zcalots ¢ llas R. F. never read
or hecard of a Hoadly, a Jortin,
~a Newcome, a Paley, and a Wat-
son, all dignitaries' of the same
church. =} shall quit this part of
iny subject with observing that
there is a danger, which it is well
to guard against, of mistaking the
spirit of faction for the spirit of
liberty.

‘““ I trace the departed cpmt of
Rome also,” says R. F, ‘¢ where
it is the least SpreCted to take up
It resldence, and find it Iurkmg
with an ill grace undcr the broad
brimy and plam garb of our Quaa
ker friends ; and when I read the
proceedings of the society against
Haunah Barnard, when 1 fiud
those ornaments of human nature,
a Rathbone and a Matthews, are
of the disowned, 1 call, with a
louder voice, ¢ No Popery,
Friends.”’> And by the next pa-
ragraph it appears that by ¢ the
departed spirit” is meant “ the
persecuting spirit for which the
church of Rome has been so
cminently dlbtmomshed. This is
a very serious Chdl‘“‘e and if well-
founded would fully justify all
R. I'’s alarms ; let us therefore
examine its validity. The dis-

tinguishing ¢rait of the persecuting

Romish church is its -endeavour
violently to force into,and to retain
in its pale, by bodﬂy pains and
penaltics, persons whose consci-
cnces will not sidffer them to join
in communion with it, because it
has a5 they believe, departed, in
its ecclesiastical polity,and several
of its doctrines from the purity of
the apostolic church. If R.T.
have fliscovered, among theFriends,
Or among any other de '‘nomination
of Chnsgmn:, an endeavour vio-
lently to force into, or to retain
in their communion, persons who
differ from them in opinion, s0
far, and no farther, has he disco-
vered the Romish spirit of perse-
cution; but nothing he has yet
advanced brings this charge hon}g
to any Protestant Christian so-
ciety in these kingdoms, mcludlng
the church of England which, in
its ecclesiastical pnhty, assmiwm
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nearet than d;he zcst to the cimrch__
of Rome.

Peraecumon cgnnot be Justiﬁ(,d
by any diversity of religious opi.
nion; not even Atheism itself is
amenable - to’ the coercive: power
of the civil - magistrite. antil iits
abettor endeavours to distarb the
morals and peace of society 3 but
I hope. R. F. will not attach the
chargeof persecution to the F riends
or any other religious sociéty, un-
less they retain Athelsts and Deists
in rcligious fellowship with them ;
he may say that the persons men-
tioned by him are neither, Atheists
nor Deists; whether they are or
are not the argument is not affect-
ed by it, for if it be persecution
to disown or exclude them from a
religious - Sociéty: on- account of

No Popery, - v

-sanction.”
to. acknowledge the mrmc]es, and

ceadmgs in that €ase. - 'Fhey .

g

‘however sinceshad an, opportupity

of examinihg the evidénee  on thie

other side, and -wisat is thé resylt?.

¢¢. Some of the principles of Han4d
nah Barnard,”’. say they, * aps

pear to be detsncal, and- we are

not. surprised that .the society

should refuse to afford them their
Again, ‘- Her refusal

her expressed disbelief of the-re-
sunect:on of Christ, amiount . to- &
. proof of Deism whmh disqualifieé
her from being a.preacher to .=

Christian Society*.” . Such s j:hb
corrected judgment of the Menthly
Review ; to ,which I shall , only
add, that so far were the’ Frlends'
from manifesting any personal ani<
iosity towards “H. B:<that, cona

differcnce ofsentiment, it isequally~sidering her claims on them, as

so to disown an ‘Atheist or - Deist
for the same rveason. " As I susa
pect R. F. has hastily condemned
the Friends on'ex parte evidence,

I would recommend: him: in. fu-

ture to -sum - up:the evidence.on
both sides-of.a question before he
again ‘assuimes, . unsolicided, . the
province ‘of d judge. This is an
advantage not dlways granted to
Revnewers, whose decision. on the
character of a work is often .dex
manded . before they can possibly
know what /" the party, against
whom it is  wiitten, has to say’ in
his defence. ' In‘this dehicate situ-
ation' the Monthly Reviewers have
been reeently placed 5--when they
published: their critique on the
conduct -of : the Friends towards
Hannah ‘Barnard, las it was repre-~
sented byher advoeates, they pro-
nounced a seatence of condemmna-

tion against the somety fm- its p ro--

? I Y Rt ‘(

‘a ‘stranger, in a foreign land, they
offeréd to.provide her with suita
able accommodations :on her'in-
tended return to:Amnerica, and to
defray the ‘expense of her  pusi
saget. This appearsyiit: must be
confessed, with:very ¢ &l grace*
when considered as & érait of «the
departed : spirit of Remies: Fas
mentable indeed awould litbej if
we were to search in vdin’ ’l%ybnd
the limits of the Society of Ftjeiay
for vital Christianiity ba‘“ ré'siaécta-

bility of chafactér; end I know

not which would'mast demandxonr :

pity, the ighorance or she bigotry
of that .mhwdual whi6 t’oulﬂ““fﬁi‘
a moment enteftain such @ ¢on-
tracted idea; so that it is posabi

for a Matthews and a Rat}fbone to
be ornaiments’ to human natum,
and yet not to be of the s spme sen-
tinjents as the Friends, and’ that

hey werc not then' condmt héél

* Monthly Review 1897, vol sz, p 410, 4XX.

t Sec Bevans’s Defence of the Christian Doctrine. of the Sacmy fﬁf Fnaixds,..

&c. p. 23 and 24.
VOL, IIX. v

P
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sufficiently' evinced®’ before “the
Society “took any steps towards’
disowning them. '~ - ° "
“+The ‘'differéfice between . the
Unitarfans and Trinitarians being.
of acknowledged importance, be-
cause it extends to the object-of
their: worship, it appears little
short of an abdication of religious,
principle for any of the former to
énideavour to iitrude themselves
mto religious fellowship with the
‘latter, whose: worship must, 1n
their view, be idolatrous; and
when R. F. br his friends feel
their ‘zeal kindled against the Tri-
mitarians for acting more consist-
ently, by rejecting such intruders,

On Popular Preaching -tw Answer to & Modest Querist,

or ‘for - not’ adopting -+ Unitarian
principles, let them cheek" the
impetuosity of their: zedl by a re-
collection of the alarm’ that has
been reverberated in our ears, ‘of
¢ No Popery, Friends.”’, -

1 should not have obtruded
these few hints in reply to R. F.
for insertion in the Monthly Re.
pository, had not someé: of the
positions advanced by him ap.
peared to me not only erroneous,
but even hostile to the rights..of
private judgment, conscquently
subversive of the cause he pro-
fesses to defend. -~ ..

~ A PROTESTANT.

F

iy
'

To the Editor

SIR, . .March 8, 1808.

. ~As you have thought proper to
publish my letter on Popular
Preaching, 1 feel some inclination
to take a little further notice of
the objections to the plan and
conduct of the ‘¢ Unita¥ian Fund,”
which' appear to have. perplexed
the mind of * A Modest Querist.”
. Your correspondent asks in his
second Query, _ '
¢« Who is to be responsible for the
jealomsies, contentions, and feuds, which
Unitarian tgrc‘:.;t.ching is sure to be at-
- tended with, 'if missionaries are sent
into towns and villages fo assemble the
inhabijtants for the express purpose of

improving theic minds 7
- . I beg leave to answer, that, in

the ‘case supposed, the managers

of the Fund will be responsible

if they “neglect duc diligence to
ascertain not only the piety and
virtue, but also the judgment and
discretion of. those whom they

. . .
the truth of this statcmaent.

of the Monthly Repository.

1

REPLY TO ‘““ A MODEST QUERIST.”” LETTER II.

employ. Next, the missionaries
themselves if instead of speaking
the truth in love, under:the guid.
ance of .4 soupd mind and a pure
heart they disappoint just expec-
tations by indulgiug:to any 1m.
proprieties in. their public or pri-
vate conduct, and so sufter. their
good to be evil spoken of, If
both these, as 1 trust they ever
will be, are blam=lcss, then the
responsibility will rest with those
inhabitants of ¢ towns and vil.
lages”>” whose minds are so unhap-
pily organized as to changethe
natriment of the gospel into poi-
son, and who, like some in our
Lord’s time, convert an :nstru-
ment of ‘peace into.a weapon of
contention. ‘I have no eother
solution of his difficulty to offer
the Querist, I wish  this may
be satisfactory; and, indeed, ]
think it probablg that long before

' | .. Yy T b O
..The publications of Matthews and Rathbone afford samfactorreyxdenc;' ,Of



Ovi- Popular Préaching: - i-#:dnswer to a Modest: Querist.”

¢his - time his own reflection on a
re-consideration-ot the subject, has
supplied the same.” . o

But your *'co‘_rmsq)tmdent- pro-
ceeds to revive & question which
I had supposed to be for ever set

at rest among consistent Noncon-

formists ; he says, -

« When men act by a divine commis-
sion they are completely exonerated from
all responsibility of this kind ; but will
any plea of zeal for the promotion of
truth be sufficient to justify uncommissi-
oriéd teachers? Or -can Unitarians vin-
dicate themselves by . any arguments
that will not equally, justify any sectarian
whatever for disturbing the peace of a
neighbourhood, under pretence of im-
proving the minds of the people?*”

- He goes on to offer the follow.
ing as his third query.

¢ Is it enough to allege that a
preacher is fully convinced of the truth
of his opinions in order to exculpate him
_ in his officious zeal to convert his fellow

Christians’ to his own sentiments ? Can- "

not independent and Methodist preach-
ers vindicate themselves upon the same
grounds, whatever strife or confusion
they may occasion? ™ =

I quite agree with the ¢ Quecrist”
that Unitaizan missionaries have
no justification but what is com-
mon to ‘¢ Independent or Metho-
dist preachers,’® or “any sectarian
whatever >’ nor do they -require
any other. 1 hope that very few
among us would be backward to
vindicate Christians  of a creed
the furthest from our own in any
well-designed atteinpts to propa-
gate what they, and not what we,

may estecm to be the truth. If
such propagandists forget - the

maxim ¢ be wise as serpents, and
harmless as doves,” they are cer-
tainly to be blamed: Yet, after
all, ¢« disturbing the peace of a
reighbourhood,”” and oé¢¢asioning
*“ strife and confusion” may really
mean nothing ‘more than an in-
lerruption: of that calm state of
religious indifference which, who-
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ever venturcs. to. disturb, -raust
expect to beeharged with ¢ offi™
cious zeal > at'the least.  ‘Com-
plaints against such intruders ‘are
almost as old as- Christianity?
these men who have turned: the
world upside dewn are come fi-, -
tlzer[also.. . SRR TR

As to. men acting’ ‘“ by a diviné
commission, ” “the. Querist ~wefl
knows that no such. a . case can
now occur. Whether men teach
the divine law, as-Moses recoma -
mended to his people, sitting in
the house, or walking by the way,
whether, from . the pulpit or the
press, all are egually ¢ uncom-
missioned teachers,” acting, each
under the guidance of his own
conscience, which he should. en- .
deavour to preserve as pure and
enlightened as possible.

- Were 1 discussing this subject .
with a.member of the estabtlished
charch, I should be disposed to
refer him to the famous Jeremy:
Taylor to be taught ‘¢ the liberty
of prophesying.”’ But it would -be
awkward to send on such a mission
to a favourite prelate of Charles
I. a modern Nonconformist, ahd
especially one, as 1 must supa
pose your correspondent to ‘be,
who is protected, not ‘even by
tolerating laws, but only by a
general acquiescenee in the” pro.
priety of any man’s bccoming
a teacher of rehgion, who: can
find another man willing to be
taught. I will however remind
him of a well-known story, re-
specting another preclate, and his
own good sense will make the
application. ]
" In the reign of Charles -11.
when the nation justly apprehend.
ed. the re-establishméht of Papery,
Tillotson was unexpectedly called
to preach before the king.* Alarm-

.
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ed by the proselyting zeal of the

papists, . he chose a. subject which

- he conld adapt to the times,;and in

the course of the sermon he ha-
zarded the following sentiments. ..
- ¢ I cannot think (till I be better in-
formed which I am always ready to. be).
fliat any pretence of ‘conscience war-
rants any man, that is not extraor-
dinarily cemmissioned, as the apostles
and, first publishers of the gospel were,
and cannot justify that commission by
miracles, as théy did, to affront the
‘éstablished religién of a nation, theugh

Ny

it, be false, and openly to draw men off

2

persons of a différent religion can, in
such a case reasonably pretend to, is to

from the profession of it, in contempt of

the magistrate and the law. All that

enjoy the private liberty and exercise of
their own conscience and religion, for
which they ought to be very thankful,

~and to forbear the open making of pro-
sclytes to their’ own religion  (though
they be never so- sure, that they are in

the right) till either they bave an ex-

traordinary commission from God to
that purpose, or the providence of God

against Popery - had. unwittingly

impeached. the Protestant refor. °
mation. He drew, up: an expos-
tulatory letter,, which Tilletson
and he agrced to discuss on .ap
excursion_to a fyiend’s -house in
the country. -As-they journied Mr,
Howe ¢‘enlarged upon the.-contents
of his letter,”” till his fitend ¢ at
length fell to - weeping frecly,
and said, that it was the most un-
happy thing that bad a long time
befallen him ; and that he s8w

‘what he had offered washot to be

maintained. > This story which,
upon the whole, brings no dis.
credit' op the character of Tillot.
soni, is to be found in several
publications. I take ‘1t from
Bireh’s Life of the Archbishop,
(2 Ed. 59—67.) o

If a ¢ Modest Querist” has

‘erred - with this excellent prelate,

make way for it by the permission of

the magistrate.”’

Durzing the delivery of this disa
course, Charles, no doubt, wearied
with royal cares, had indulged to
repose.

At the close ot the ser-

I trust that, 'like his 1llustrious
prototype, he will do himself bo.
nour by a speedy recantation,
‘Fhe doctrine which. he has-strong-
ly insinuated in the fprm of Que-
ries, is- not more hostile to the

objects. of the-Unitarian fund than
ta those of the Unitarian sogieties,
or indeed of any man, or body of
men who would . inculcate, on an
erring or careless majority, the
duty of religious consideration and
free inquiry. - . A

When | began this second leta
ter I fully designed "t take leave

vice a nobleman said to him ¢ ”I'is
pity your Majesty slept; for we
bad the rarest picce of Hobbism
that ever you heard i your life,”
alluding to the .doctrine imputed
to the Philosopher. of Malmsbury,
that religion is the creaturce of the
magistrate. .

.. According to another account

-~ of

the courtier jogged the king durs
ing sermon-time, saying “¢ Sir!
Sir! do you not hear Mr. Hobbes
in.; the pulpit.”’—Odsfish ! ex-
claimed ithe monarch, ke
print. 'Tillotson on the publica-
tion .of his sermon, presented a
COPY, amang othérs of-his friend’s;
to Mr. Jobn Howe, the celabraged
Naneonformist,: who sdbon discov-
ered,. that the. author .in. his zeal

shall

}

your correspondent at the
close of K. .But the length to
which I have rambled admaonishes
me to lcave off, though-ahruptly.
I may perbaps make another ex-
periment. on.your ¢ourtesy, and
try whether you can-admit . a few
‘“ more last words,”” " °
© from youlrs;
L IGNOTUS

) l i
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THE TEsnMQ\w OF Jonx BAPTIST T° J-¥SUS,
- - CIsM ON JOHN, VI, 62

T o t/ze Edztm' qf tlze Mantﬁ@*ﬁepbszwry. N

SIR, l?aland Feb. 17 1808.

Permit, me, through .tbe chan-
nel of your excellent publttation,
to offer to your Norwich corre-
spondent, (see vol. I11.. p. 38) a
sclution of - his difficulty, for which
I am. indebted to the T'keological
Repository formerly published by
Dr. Priestley. It is, that the Bap-
tist, when he says In respect to
Jesus (John--i, 31, 33) ““I kpew
him not,”” is to. be understoad as
meaning—not that he had had no
personal acquaintance with Jesus
before , his baptism, - but~—that he
‘was nqt; even then exactly ap-
prized, of the character :which
Jesus was to sustain. It will be
remembered,. that the testimony
of Juhn was,, that this his great
successor was infrusted with a
commission more. important than
his own (and therefore in the
divine destination his SUPCTioF,

and consequently one who had’

been and couxtmuc.d to be, the ob-
Ject of his most serious meditation,
V. 15. 27) and that his own bu-
siness  was morely to announce
the coming of this’ more illustrious
personage, and to prcparc the way
for Jis reception. Your corre-
spondent Wl“ pardon me if I as-
sert, that it does not appear that

Jnlm bore witness to, or even

knew Jesus “ps- ¢ the promised
Messiab,’> “"The highest expres-
slon he yses concerning Jesus is,

I bear record thgt this is the

e e

. L . ;. - P .
o - &,.'. 'P"¥-< ¢-E'

AND CEIFIe
S oo e

{ vl
’.

Son of: Gad 23 And tbat thm;e
were, at, least.in the opinion of-the
Jews, some 1deas annexed: to the
character. - of  Messiah ** ‘which
were ROt conneqted with thag of
¢¢ Son -of Ged,?’. seems plain-from
this consldcrauon + ‘that. . Jesus,
while, during. his. ‘personal minis.
try,. he repeatedly declared : hima
selt to be 1he Son of God, in .ge~
neral studiously avoided declarmg
hunseu to be, the Messjah, and
forbade . his.aposiles at that, time
to proclaim him as such (no deubt,
as Mur.;, Locke: has ,abundantly
proved; that;he might not become
an abject-.of, suspicion;to the;Ro»
man government.) . And; it nged
not be wondered at, that :Jehn
should ..not be - fully acquaintcd
with the. character which Jesus
was (o sustain, . as. it plainly ap-
pears that he was mnot fully aware
of his own : for, when interrogated
by the Jewish mecsscngers, ** whe.
ther he were either Elias himself
or the prophet; forelold: by:Ma.
lachi under that name;”’. he po-
sitively «asserted  ““ that -he was

net,” (Jobn -i. 21,) and: yet, our

Lord himself expressly asserted
afterwards that John the Baptist
was the Elias who was to comre,
(Mat. xi. 14.) It appears that
John, even whéh his ministry was
concluded, did not know.exactly
what. Jesus was;, . for, }v,lp)q in
prison, he. sent swo, of, his'disciples

(on’hearing of the works of Jesus)
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on purpose to put to him the
~question, ¢ Art thou he that-
should come, or dé we look for,
another?’ A question which
scems ‘but ill interpreted as the
Janguage of impaticnce at his con-
ﬁdement dand- ‘ad exprfessing a
wish thdt Jesus would - effect His
deliverance from it; butit is the
natural language of doabt and un-
certainty as to the character which
Jesus sustained. And to this very
question it is plain that Jesus
avoided gwma anexplicit answer ;
for he only directed the messen-
gers to report to their master the
miracles- which on- that oceasion
were wrought in their presence,
and left it to him to form his own
 conclusions ' from them as to the
precise character of him by whom
the‘y were performed. Now, if it
may be allowed that the Baptist,
eveéri at-the close 'of his ministry,
did not ‘fully know what was the
charaéter -and office of Jesus, ‘it
cannot’ be- wondered at that. he
should 'mot be acquainted here-
with in the early part of it. This
then' is'the solution of your cor-
respondent’s dlf’ﬁculty, which is
ably supported i the work before
referred to, * I hope that it wall
prove: satisfactory. -

Peéiniit me, Sir, to make use
of the’ present opportunity to in-
tréat the sérious attention of your
readers' to'a most valuable Pub-
lication, by the Rev. John Simp-
sohi of Bath, on the mcanifg of
the words, * devil, angel,thecaven,’”

1,

Testimony of John Batispt to Jesus.

and others wused 1n scnpture-
at the closc of which is aCI‘lthlsm
on John vi.' 62} which is worthy
of very diligent consideration,
Leaving out the word ¢¢ whar,”
he translates the passage to this
effect’y’ ¢¢'1f > (or' when) “““'ye shall
see_the Son of Man ascend up
where he was before,” (that is,
risen from thée dead, and appear-
ing among the hnncr) ¢ then shall
ve Know 3 (for the ‘author:sap.
poses the passage to be elhptlcal

and rédcommends filling it up'in
this manner, so that it may evis
dently appear to' bé parallel with
John viii. 28;) “ then shall ye
know that it is the spirit which
quickeneth,” &c. For the ree
mainder of the criticism I beg
leave to refer to the book ‘itself;
and shall only add, that the awk,
ward combmat:on of particles
‘““‘and’ if, >’ in John vi. 62; and
Mat. x‘xi"v. 48, appears to ‘me to
be a corruption of the old particle
““an if ;>> which, as wel "as‘the
particle ¢ an ”> by itselty most cer-
tainly ‘conveyed, at the time when
the present translation- of the bi.
ble was made, the very same idea
which we now express b_y the
single’ particle ¢¢ if.””

With hearty wishes for the in-
creasing’ and extensive usefulness
of the Monthlv Reposntnry, ‘
~ 1 am, Sir, -

Yours sincerely,
J '11

P,y

1
. .
NSRS '

" LA ot

TESTIMOX Y OF J‘ou"N BAPTIST TOQ JESUS,. L

v s . ‘ PR

To the Fdztor cj the Mont/:ly Repasztar Y

STR‘ ! Feb. 13, 1808.
'n lidb]y to an 1nquirer rcspcct-

to Jésus, (vol. 1ii. p 38,’) accept
of, ar rc;)c.ct the f‘olldwxhg-obs‘érvm

ing the‘ ’tcsﬁmony of the Baptist tmns? as you shall judge of their



Testimany of John. Baptist to Jesus.

tendency to reconcile “the tawvo..

accounts of Matthew and John. . .

'This appears very much. tode-
pend upon what the harbinger of
Jesus intended when he said that
he knew him not till he was bap-
tized. Here then it is to be ob-
served, that the terms te know or
not to know a person, in Jewish
phraseology, were designed to ex-
press,  not a merc knowledge or
ignorance of the person, but the
opinion of, or testimony given to
him. Of this vou have various
instances in the Old and New
Testament. Ps. i. 6, ¢ The Lord
knoweth the way of the righteous,”
plainly mieans, he approveth Qf,
“their way ; will bear testimony to
it in judgment; and is prepared
to reward it. When Jesus wus
on trial for his life, the apostle
Peter is found saying, ‘¢ A know
not the man.>®> By this he could
not mean to assert that he knew
not the person or pretensions of
Jesus ; for this knowledge, if he
had vt puossessed it before, he
must have acquired at the trial;
and it was a knowledge which all
present possessed. e plainly in-
tended to assert that he had no
coynexion with him ; was not of
his followers ; that he neither had
borne or would bear testimony
to his cause ; and in this denial
his guilt consisted. Again, inour
Lord and Master’s representation
of the last judgment, the judge
is represented as saying to the
wicked, ‘¢ Verily I say unto you,
I know you nmot.”—Know them
and their true character, he as-
suredly must; on no other ground
could he be - qualified to pass sen-

tence on-them as workers of ini-

quity, Not to know them, theren
f"“': was not to approve of them;
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but that: bie: was.under'a necessity
of .condemning them. Again, in
L 'T'hes. .v. 12, when the apostle
advises them to know tkhem who
laboured among them, this can-
not apply 'to mere ‘knowledge ;
for this would have been ’friﬂ?iig' |
with them ; but that they wéte
to ‘have them in just estimation,
and if necessary, to bear testimony:
to them and to theircause. Thus
he immediately added what more
fully explained his meaning, that
they were to esteem them very
highly in love for their. work’s
sake. | -

- When, therefore, the Baptist
asserts that he knew him not, may
he not be considered as only
meaning, that he had not given to
Jesus any decisive -or public’ per.
sonal testimony ; and thus ‘tlie

‘two evangelists be fouhd in agree.

ment? Will not thig also agfee
with the first preaching of John'?
'Fhus he only announced that there
was one among them to whom he
should bear testimony, as.greatly
his superior, or ‘as the Messiah ;
and with evident propricty did nat
point him out personally until
his baptism, when his publie
ministry properly- began. | Then
it was that he said to two of hig
disciples, ¢ behold the Lamb  of
God;” . when they immediately
left the Baptist, whose ministry
was then concluding, and, follow-
ed Jesus, whose ministry was
about to commence. = .

Hoping that the above, if not
satisfactory, may lead to.a more
able and full reply, and sinccre\ely
wishing every passible success te
your uscfu} Repository, |
. | I am, Sir, -

. Yours, &c.
1. 1k

[
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| vcmfrmisu ON JUJ)G’ES xv. 4, .

m

To t/ze Edztar of‘ the mni‘ﬁly Reposztbrj

SIR,

- Permit me to solicit the attena
tlon ofyour readers to a remark
long ago made on a part of the
Oldv l"fstament lxlstory, which has
been re peatcdl\, held up to ridicule
by unbelievers, and which isindeed
Liable to very serious objectlons,
viz. Judges xv. 4, 5. It is that the
word we render ¢ foxes,” if one
letter only be. left out, signifies
"Bdndru]s.” (As in Ezek. xiil. 19,
¢ handfuls, of bdl!t.) ") If then
- the proper meaning of the passage
is, that ¢ Sampsor' went and took
threc :hundred hiindfuls (or sheaves)
of corn, and laid them end to end,
and put a firebrand in the midst
betwcen two shcaf.ends,
(havmo' placed them in such di-
rections as to reach the standing
corn of the Philiatines) set the

[ —

and,,

brands on fire;”” it will not lie
open o the scoffs of infidels ; nor
will the friends of Divine Revela-
tion need to take any farther pains
in answering such objections as—
how did Sampson collect so many
as three hundred foxes in the
course of a might »—or, how did
he secure them  till he had fixed
and lighted his fire-brands ?—or,
how dld he guide t,hem, circuin.
stanced as they were, to the stand-
ing corn of the Phxﬁstmes? Per-
haps, Sir, to some of your numer-
ous readers these thoughts ‘may
be new, and may be ervxceab\e
in obviating difficulties- whlch 1t
may not othurwxse be “easy to
resolve.
T am, Slr, ‘
A CONSI‘A’\T’I‘ READE!*(

S B

RS S I{;
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€ORRECTED TRANSLATION OF ACTS VITI. I. XX1T¢ 204«

;h f».‘ . §. . «~ P }\4

2
——— -t A

- For the Monthly Reposthry.

The utility of the Syriac ver-
sion of the New Testament, in an
examination of the received text
and translation, has frequently
been .noticed, and, in some In-
stances, pointed‘out. I do not
recollect, however, that any com-
mentator or critic has adduced
the following example, which oc-
gurred to me lately, in the course
of my rcading.

Acts. viii. 1. “ And Saul was
consenting wnto Jus  death. ”’
King James’s translatovs. |

“ Now Saul was gladly con-
senting unta his death.”> Wake-
ficld.

¢« Now Saul consented (e ks
death.”’ ‘Newcome.

But in the byrlac translatlon {B
Schaaf’s edition of which, byt
way, the verse is q)laced as it
should be, at the end .of the pre-
ceding chapter,) the word avaigess
is apprapriately rendered by one
to which the Latin. cedes corre-
sponds. . Since,. therefore, ‘the
historian, by hu sceloction of this
termn, plainly meant to stigmatize
the deata of Stephen as a \mlen},
if not an unlawful act, 1 would
propose to tranhslate the clau;p
thus :

Now Saul 'wzllm,gl 'y concmresl
in putimg /zzm~ to death ; or.*“n
killing him.”  And  the Saﬂ“’
correction should be made in
Acts xxii. 20.

March 11, 1808. N.
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¢ STILL PLEAS'D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID T0O BhAMR.”

ART I.

By R. Wi 1ght. 12mo. pp. 34.

We are happy to have to add
this Essay to thuse by the same
author, which we have already
reviewed. (M. Repos. vol. 1. p.
47, vol. 11. p. 436.) Mr. Wright’s
Umtarlan tracts are JudlCIOUS,
persuasive, candid, -and scrious,
and well adapted for popu]anty
we trust he will go.on increasing
their number till he shall have
supplied us with a complete body
of rational (hwmty

Public attention has of late
been drawn to the doctrine of the
miraculous conception, and just
views on the subject are prevail-
ing. The sermons of Moessrs.
Stone and Bennett, preached be-
fore their téspective ininisterial
brethren, ha.ve been much .read,
and the outcxy that has been
raised concerning them has served
to incrchse their popularxty This
Essay of Mr. Wright’s condenses
the subject, and presents . the
reader with a compliete view of"
the argument, at a sinall expense,
and with little’ labour. 1t is we

think decisive, and must convince.

cvery one who does not hold the
prmmplemthat man 1s to be a
reusonable being in every ‘thing
but relzg%on |

2
o -~

YOL. I11r.

1 -

Pore.

An Essay on the Meraculous Concepi‘zwz of Jesus Ckrtsf.

Eaton.

64, 1808,

'The Essay is d:mded mto five
chdpters. Chap. i. treats of the
relative importance of the subject,
and shews, 1st, That the miracua
lous conccptxon, if true, is ne
part of the genuine gospel, being
never taught exther by Jesus or
his apostles. - 2d, That. it - adds
nothing to the dlgmty of the pere
son, nor. to the authority of the
mxs:nou of Jesus. 3d, That itis
of no use’ in Christian’ity, but a
mere matter - of speculation, the
belief of which can neither save
the soul nor reform the conduct.
4th, That the continuing to main-
tam the miraculous conception,
if not a real fact, cannot fail to be
injurious to Christianity.

‘In chap. ii. the author states
reasons for doubting .the reality
of the miraculous con\ceptxon, as
follow ; . 1st, That. it .would be a
useless, mlracle, for it is-not per~
ceivable, that it answexed any
valuable end. '2d, That it'is not
supported, by the same authority
as the real facts recorded in the
gospel.. .3d, ‘That -it remajned
unknown. in the age:in. which-it
is : supposed to have tdken place.
4th, That it is ai{'évent” of suth'
an oxtraordma;'y natw:e thpt e

! d v N e Vw
.

X
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- strongest proof; is necessary to
yénder it credible. 5th, That
the silence of Jesus.and his apos-
tles, and of two of the evangelists,
on the subject, renders the reality
of the fact doubtful.

A view i3 given, chap, iii. of the
general arguments against the
miraculous conception. The 1st
argument 1s founded on the Jewish
- prophecics. The 2d, on the ge-
nealogies in Matthew and Luke.
The 3d, on Christ’s calling him-
self ¢ the son of man.”” The 4th,
on the general opinion of the men
of the age of the gospel history.
The 5th, on the language used
concerning Christ after his ex-
altation. o
- Chap. iv. s an exaniination of
the passages of scripture on the
authority of which the miraculous
canception rests, viz.. The_two
mtroductory chapters in the Gos.
pels of Matthew and Luke. They
are suspected to be interpolations
because, 1st, Passages from the
Old Testament: are misinterpreted
and misdapplied in them. 2d,
They. €ontain accounts of useless
miracles, 3d, Thcy relate scve.

- Review.~—John Smith on the Person of Jesus.

] -

ral things incredible. Wth, The

giving of them up, by no means

weakens the’ credibility  of any
other part of the gospel history.

In chap. v. are remarks on the
invention of the story of the mi-
raculous conception, shewing thay
its rise may be accounted for,
that it probably sprung up among
Gentile Christians, and that it
originated in the desire of avoid-
ing reproach, ard the weak design
of honouring Christ by extolling
his nature and person. The cone
clusion of this chapter shall con.
clude this review. T |

« Those who wish still to maintain
the reality of the miraculous conception
ought to remember, that it i1s not to be
done’ by outcry and clamour, by their
declaiming against, and censuring their
opponents; that it is incumbent on
them to reconcile it with the Jewish
?rophecies, with the unquestionable
acts and plain declaratioiis of the New
Testament at large; to shew that ‘it
rests on credible authority, and that the
chapters where it is stated are consistent
with genuine history. They ought also
to prove its utility; and to account for
the silence of Jesus and his apostles on
the subject. May every inquiry be
conducted with candour, and may truth
bear away the victory !** P. 34.

RS ‘ . 4 | SR |
ArT. . ' dn Examination of the Passages contained in the Gospels
and other Books of the New Testament, respecting the Person of

~Jesus; ~with Observations arising from them.
s gentleman. 8vo. pp. 144. Johnson. 1807.

- JouN SMITH was a reéspect.
able Unitarian writer, of the i7th
century. His *¢ Designed End to
the Socimian Controversy, 7 was

published in 1695, and has been

By Jobhn Smith,

reprinted by the Unitarian Book
Society®. It is a rational ‘and
perspicuous tract. 'The autlior of
the work before us, partly follows
his plan, and from that circum-

* T the edition of ‘th¢ « Designed End, *** printed by the Unitarian Society,

is préfived ar«

Preface ” by Dr. Disney, who states-that he has inquired without

sugcess Ao t,hc.[zo#snml ‘history of the author.' The. tract iitself provoked the,

‘notice df the civilpower 3

by order of parliament (under the veign of William: 111 !3

it was burat, and the author prosecuted. Dr. HicRs (the well known nonjuror)
astribed this meastire 2o the vigilance of Archbishop Tillotson ; but this appears

te lave heen mere calumny.

C



Review.—Jokn Smith on the Person of Jesus.

stance, we suppose, borrows his
name. JoAn Smith, gentlemgn,
is, we understand, a highly re-
spectable layman. We cannot help
wishing that he had published his
«« Examination” undcr his own
proper name ; -this i3 not the time
for the fnends of truth to hide
themselves from the world. In
exact proportion to the errongous-
ness and imjuriousness. of the
Athanasian doetrine is the duty of
Unitarians to avow the Christian
truth, in its purity. A :ldayman
might be listened to by such as
turn”a deaf ear to our ministers,
be their criticisms ever so just,
their arguments ever so conclusive.

The four Gospels and the Acts:

of the apostles are the proper Uni-
tarian ground ; in vain would an
orthodox . advocate attempt to
prove the Tnmty, the divinity. of
Christ and the atonement from
these buoks.
ammed by this writer, and shewn
to contai only plain Unitarianism.
We carnestly wish our brethren to
adhere principally to this mede of
argument.

The Epistles (as our author oh-
serves) must be explained by the
historical books: se interpreted,

they inculcate . formbly the uni j[ , A
- himself than he needed to have -

apd unpurchased inercy of Gq
and the humanity of Jesus C‘husﬁ.
The latter part of the pamphlet
consists of ¢* Incidental l‘houohts,"
which are strictly pertinent to

the subject, judicious, and somen.

times mﬂemous.
The work was  sugg ested by
Bishop Huntingford?s <¢ T hou.,hts

' tarian must thank hlm

“with’' the

They are ably ex-
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on the Trinity,” and is dedicated

to him. *“Whatever may be thought

of the Bishop’s tract, every Unie
fot lt’

since it has drawn forth two such
valuable pieces as this ¢ Examina<

-tion,” and Mr.: Evanson's ¢ Second

Thoughts.”
Vthh all jts merits, however,

the work before us is not’ wholly.
unexceptionahle. We da a0k -

‘think more highly of the author’ s%

Jjudgment—though the cireumi.
stance may weigh, as wag, mtepdqg,
Blsho of (rlouceste,;'-«d—
for his dee}armg himself an un~:
willing Dissenter, and’ avewmg his -
respect for the Episcopal Ql:gi’e;',
and his preference of g htly;gy
and a natlonal establishment. 'The
concessxons he makes tQ Arfaﬁ;sm

‘are upfecessary and inconsistent ;|

and he. ewd;cmly uses words W!Qb"
out meaning when he represem&
the entimdte union of divitiaty ‘with
humanity in the pex‘son of Ch‘rfst,
as a Christinup doctrine. ' his,,
we are constrained to say in cdpe
tradiction . to. him, is WOt the
¢ belief of “the Umtah‘aﬁ QH;“h-"
tlaﬂo,, - .

The author styles hlmself “an
untearned layman.” If this be
not a more humble description of

adopted, he descrves the meore
praise for the 'tbxht;y and cléearness '{
with which (abating the’ exce'[it!ox;s
before noticed) he has handled -
his argument. :His pamphlet s
ecuhar suited to unleumcd,

yet intel 1gent, Christians,

s
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:  POETRY

1

L!NE'S ADDRESSED TO THE
COMET. |

-

JLLUSTRIODS traveller had ! to poet poor,

Pent on this little warring world of dirt,

Deéign thy celestial ear : and halt awhile

. !fl thy bright . course" along ‘the milky

| - V¥, ' !

For moral converse. ’

- Dost_thou with dread and phxlosophxc
“hate -

Rush from 2 system of so many ills,

Ere thy bright form in astronomic eye,

Scarce claims acknowledgment ?  Sad
ch%fﬁées ‘here

Dread vxsntant -} smce last thy prablng
eye ¢

Look’d on our httle famnly of worlds !

Another race has risen, of nature du‘e,

*Park’ifid thaligiiant as the soul of sin ;

And all the goodly surface of this carth :

Is now one field of masacre and war !

As,in thy flaming course magnificent,

Laving thy sides in heaven’s primeval
Tight,

Thou passest worlds, say, hast theu seen,

Aught comp vable with: this on which
I dwell 2

In steaming ¢louds bcmght, half hid in
shade,

Its very womb disgorging flame and

smoke ;
Vext'in its physical and moral state ;—
Tempest apd. fire on sea, and death on
shore !
Strange mf:sscngcr'
begirt,
Y wonder not thou hurncst. in thy course
"T'o visit chaster realms.
Butfmuch I'marvel, and have pender’d
o1t,
On what" the beirigs are who dwell
- with thee:
Now basking

in heavenly fire

in the ardent solar blaze,

Whoese fires, to one large caleined cloud -

would give

Millions of werlds like this, and, in less
time .

‘Than in thy rapnd flight thou measur’st
out

‘Thy tail’s diameter ;—then darting forth
‘T'o cold and solitary realms, whcre light,

Fecble and broken as our lupar ray

“When crossmg clouds ab ‘orb her silver -

stream,

" Plays dimly on one endless solitude: -

Where sun can never rise, and freezmg
mght '

Dwells brooding on eternal barrenness f
- Strange

race ' ¥ wot! and m’ud'l‘l erave
to oW, .

How in their winter they contrive to
live,

Who such a sultry sammer can endure !

Say, natore’s-moniter, whose post may
be

To sweep some district of crcatxon 5
boynds,

‘And watchman-hke, proclalm that all

goes well ;3— -
Say, do the Beauties which may gracc .
thy orb,

kac ours, their minds to sla,vxsh fashmns
‘bend ? -

‘Say, do thy Lovers sigh,. like ours, for

gold,

And only smile on fortunc and on fools.?

Does mawkish sensibility usu

The glorious name of bland philosophy,

And ignorance, with brazen trumpet,
drown

The counsels of the wise ?

O ! .envied orb! if nought of these may
‘vex

The blessings of thy wide society, =

Then would I grieve that thou art fled

Qon ;

And thy visitation of our sun,

Thou wert not doom’d to cross this

. world of vice,

And leave some lesson of thy happy
Jaws !

Mustrious stranger, hail! when in thy
course

To these dull regions thou again re~
turn’st,

Some happier race may view thy lam-

bent flames ;

While. every cyc that now has hail’d thy
fires,

Shall be for ever clos’d!
night,

Darle as the sins which wisited the age,

Shall curtain those who sinn’d.

. "THEOPHILUS.

and heavy



Poetry.

THE SWISS MUSE.~—dn Elegy.

'The mnuse unwilling leaves the §acred
<h0rc

Where every virtue held its pcaceful' .

rclgn T

Hangs with regret on scenes she lov'd

before,
The last sad wanderer from thc pen-

sive plam - 4

She views where once the sons of |
' On the Birth-day of Mastcr P S. D. wlhe

freedom stray’d,
Whose hard mxsfortuncs claim the
sigh sincere ; .
She saw fair Genms ﬁy his native shade,

And dropt the parting tribute of a

tear.,—

But why, sweet maid,
thou cling
To rugged rocks where no soft ver-
dure grows
While climes more grateful court the
tuneful string,
And point to vales of pleasurc and
repose ?

Haply thou lov’st to ease th’ afoctmg
smart
That tears the breast by misery doom d
to mourn,
To gild the gloom around the victim’s
heart,
Or bcnd with pity, o’er the patriot’s
urn.

Or, hLaply where beneath the iron hand

Of sterm oppression,
flow'rets fade,

Kindly with sympathy’s endearing band

And bright-eyed hope, thou cheer’st
the dungeon’s shade. -

For him who warm’d by freedom’ ge-
nial fire,
With soul unfetter’d drags the despot’s
chain,

SO f‘ondly' dost

Perhaps thy hand attunes the living

lyre,
To soothe his woes by musxc ’s magic
strain.

. And thou, gay Fancy, bless his languid
houts.
Each flattering phantom let thy care
bestow,
To strew his lonely path with fairy
flowers,
And pluck the noxious nettles as
they grow.—

Say, and ye powcrs of Truth, accordant"

join !
The time shall come-—t.hat: Fate has
fix’d the doom—

youth’s fair
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The friends of suﬁ'ermg Virtue shdll.
combine

A ‘hur! <ach blood- stam’d tyram:

tlie tomb. - ,

D B
Neavburg, Fifeshire.

I

AN IMPROMBTU *7

b.d just attained bis eloventh vear, and
] ﬂvbo is about to enter into the Nav_y By
C. M. M. NINE YEARS o‘:.p.

Since heaven, auspxcxous, hds granted a -
year,

Sweet youth to the length of thy tife, -

Sure the best we can. wnh thcc, whe‘n -
ten more thou’st seeh; ’

Isto smile on a beautifal wife. -

Why tempt the seas when such dangcrs
appal ? L

Sweet youth, why determin d to go 2 o

’Tis the smile of affccuon entreats. ¢f
to stay ;

Ah! wheefore such rapturcs forego j B

‘But since thou wilt leave us, unh'a;pp’y,
to mourn, e e
‘May “the seraph that smll’d aon- thy

b!rth’
Biing thee safe to thearms of thy parmts

again,
And expand their fond. bosoms w‘;th

mirth.— ,-

-

- Homerton, Feb. 14, 1808.

ADDRESS TO MORN.

Al hail to the breath of the rose~finger’d
morn

Now urging her orient way.

The dew drop yet lies on the turf of the

lawn,

Or glittering hangs on the spray.

The country re-cchocs with chanti-
cleer’s crow,

‘And the shy-lark unfoldmg her wing,

Seeks the sky s lofty regions, the swain
at his plough
With joy hears the wanderer sing.’

The lambkins that skip over valley: and -

hill
Join their voice to the notes of the-

grove,

»
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While their shepherd reclin’d by some

murmuring rill,
"Tunes his pipe to the praises of love.
Bright Pheebus now ruddies each moun-
~ tain’s hoar top, |
And purples the deep with his rays;
‘The great voice of nature rejoicing sends
up
One general tribute of praise.

E. DUNCANNON, aged 13.

THE ROSE-BUD,

I mark’d the young
blooming and fair,
Erect hold its beautiful head :-

rose-bud, when

With the rest of my flowers it partook

of my care,y
And had of my festering protection a
. share, |

. Asdaily X water'd its bed.
But, lod as it bloom’d, . the keen sharp
© pelting hail

- Its beautiful petals destroy’d 3

All shattered, my flow’ret sunk low in

. the vale, :
Its odonrs no more did my senses re-

- gale,
And I cast it as uselessaside !
And thus, when the blasts of chill pe-
nury light

On the child of misfortune and woe, -

Unprotected” he falls in the cold cheer-
less night, |
And reluctantly yields to the merciles
blight, ‘
T1ill he sinks ta the regions below.

Yet not, like my rpse—b.ud, destroy’d by

the storm,
QOnce more he shall lift up his head ;

The sun of eternity, genial and warm,

Shall shortly restoie his poor worm-

caten form,
Andbring him to life from the dead !

J. NIGHTINGALE,

L

SONG.
I leave thee, love, but oh ! in vain .
Proud glory’s banner floats on high ;

Poetry.

No empty fame can quench the pain
That burns in every bursting sigh.

Duty commands, and I obey,
But other duties struggle here :
I dread the battle’s doubtful day,
Because my life to thee is dear,

Oft darkling in my tent at night,

My lonely thoughts shall fly to thee ;—
Again thy dear eye’s dewy light,

Shall beam upon our babe and me.

And when the fearful combat’s giv'n,
Should fate arrest thy soldier’s breath,
The  thought of meeting thee in hea-

ven : ' ‘
Shall calm the agonies of death.

A.M.P.

SONNET,

Written amongst the Ruins of Kenilqyorth |

Castle. . N

O Kenilworth ! hew indistinctly fade
'Thy go;'cfs, as twilight steals wpen the
sight !
Lost if the
shade, _ . ,
No silver moen-beam marks thy lordly
height. : | .
Ah! how Time banquets on thy mould’r-
ing side ; ,
Long will he glut him with thy vast
remains; - .
T'ill not one relic of thine ancient pride
Shall tell. where Leicester sway’d thy
~ fertile plains.
‘When fell that proud Losd, faithfulto
. his fate, -
Thy lofty turrets hasted to decay ; .
Ambition mock’d thee in' thy alter'd

ﬁtar;el ) . . ) .o
And ruin seiz’d thee as his future prey.

glooms of max;y.a dcc};;fning..i

“Then moytals, learn “tistransitory all I—
Behold this wreck, and think en Lei-

cester'sfall o
; R“Kn ‘PQ.

cx .
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT or PUBLIC AFFAIRS;
The Christian’s Survey of the Political World.

-

A TIME was when the belief that the
sun moved round the earth, and the
eirth stood still, was general. The true
systeml was hidden from the mass of
mankind, who could not comprehend
the beautiful simpliciry and order of the
heavenly motions. It was in vain that
the clearest demonstrations were given
by scientific men; the multitude con-
sisting of high and low, rich and poer,
had imbibed such prejudices, and de-
pended so entirely on their senses, that
they could not carry. their minds a little
out of the narrow sphere in which they
had been educated, or embradce the sub-
lime truths with which true philosophy
had enriched mankind. -What might

formerly be applied to the natural, may

now be said of the moral world. . Error
upon error is committed, because each
party, reasoning from itself alone, and not
considering its situation with respect to
the other classes of mankind, equally
the objects of God’s care, plans a system
of action, which is inconsistent with that
laid down by Providence.

_Eich generation of men is placed in
different circumstances from the pre-
<eding ; but each depends on its prede-
cessors, and its actions have an influence
on 1ts successors. Like the great bodies
revolving round the sun, they perform
the allotted task; whilst to those who

live in one planet, the motions of the
others "are full of irregularit{. The
h other,

ﬁowers now warring with eac
ave their different ends in view: a
slight survey of the past might shew to
them the little robability there is of their
accomplishment ; whilst the Christian is
convinced, that the great end designed
by Providence, is going forward, and

will be produced in spite of every seeming

<fort to the contrary. If the courts of
Europe,_ at the beginning of the French
Revolution, had forescem the result of

their comibinations, they would have.

becp little anxious to form those schemes
Which have produced the destrugtion of
*0me, and yegy great injury to oghers.

The scenes in which we live cannot
fail of making the strongest impression
on us; butthis impression is "not to take
away our regards from the past, nor oar
prospects into futurity. 1f we look back,
we see a Nebuchadnezzar, a €yrus, an
Alexander, and the great republicof Rome
performing their destinéd .course.’ The
state of the world, we nged not dotiht,
required the existence of those revolu-
tionary characters: and our own times
will shew to the reflecting mind, who
considers the state of Europe for the ldst
hundred year<, that a revelutionary cha-
racter, like that of the French,; republic
and Buonaparte, was equally inevitable..
Prejudices maintained their - ground
against all the efforts of human reason ;
and it seems to be the law of our nature
that what has been obtained by force and
fraud shall be subdued by the same
instruments, .

‘The events of the last month. bring
this forcibly into the mind of a true
Christian. Ages after ages have: scen
the Christian world, groaning under a
tyranny, which, on the perusal merely.
of the scriptures, could scarcely be sup-
posed ever to have found its way into
the mind of the tyrant or the subjected.
slaves. An individual dared to style him~
self the vicar and vicegerent of Christ on
earth; .and tyrant succeeding tyrant un-
der this character, established laws and
dogmas, whose cruelty excites the ut-
most horror, and whose absurdity the
utmost contempt. This power we have
lived to see. weakened to a very high
degr=e,, but its fall has not excited the
joy with which it was anticipated by.
the picty of our ancestors. - The power
still exists, The individual still styles,
himself the vicar or wicegerent of Christ
on earth, but his pewer is confined
within narrow limits. - No lorger cams.
he thunder out his bulls to terrify mon-~
arche en the- throne. He . speaks the -
language of humility, and is submissive -
to. the decrees of a. civil governor.,

~ The French troops have entered. Rome,,
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they have taken possession of the papal possession of Portugal, and they are said
dgominions. 'The pope is not, however, to be in such foree in Spain, that what.
-dethroned; nor 1s it certain that his ever has been d&termined with respect
temporal power will be taken from him. .to that kingdom in the cabinet of France
It is evident, however, that his existence, will prabably be accomplished without
or the mode of lhis existence, depends difficulty. - T
entirely on the will of .the sovereign of Our accounts frem Portugal are very
the French. We can hardly flutter our- imperfect, yet from them we learn that
se]ves with the hopes, that the time 1s the people have made little or no efforts
come, when the Christian may sing the to resist the invaders Indeed what mo-
triumpbant song in the Revelations. tive cauld..they. possibly have to risk
Much remains to be done before that their lives and fortunes in the conflict?
glorious event can take place. Yet this The effect of the invasion was almost
act of the French portends some change evident, and if the sovereign- and the
in the papal dominions, a fariher weak- courtare gone, if a few of the landed
ening of the temporal power of the pope, proprietors are removed, yet still the
and with it a still greater diminution of great bulk of the people remajns, and of
his spiritual influence. Should it be to that bulk, after all, a pation consists,
reduce them to the same state under the They will and may inquire, what pains
French:-emperor, that the archbishop of those who have quitted the country took
Canterbury is in, under the legislature to'improve their native soil, to facilitate
of England, it will be-a great advantage the true intercourse between man -and
to humanity ; and we shall hope, that, man, to rakic the human mind, by de-
with the fall of the spiritual power of grees, to those truths.of which it is
this old usurper, the juggle of saint- capable. If, en inquiry, it should appear
" worship,and the mummery of the wafér- that the court was bigoted; that the
‘god, and the cheat of confession, and popi-h religion in all its horrors was
thie other shocking profanations of the estabhished on a permanent footing, i
Ch:istian re.igiion, will be abolished, and no onedared” utter sentiments. in oppo-
the sole worship ofthe God ‘and Father sition to the established faith, -if the
of Jesus Christ be established over the people living in a happy soil and fine
whole earth. ’ climate, were brutalized beyond any
This destruction of thc papal power, other in Europe, then the arrival of a
and the ‘restoration of religious liberty new set of mien in the country can
are -objects of far greater consequence hatdly do it more injury than those who
than the generality of people apprechend have quitted it. Those who are come
them to be. 'The degraded state of will doubtless be repaid for their trouble,
¥rance, Spain, [taly, and a very great and they will exact a certain portion . of
part of Germany, was a great detriment the wealth of the country. It does not
to humhapity. ¥rance has in a great de- appear that their march has been at-
gree freed itself from the oppres.1ve yoke. tended with: cruelty, nor are they de-
She 'still retains her papal archbishops scribed in such colours as the English are
and bishops dand priests: bat their in- by the inhabitants of Buenos-Ayres,
fluence'is feeble, and the true word of Lima, and . Peru. Nebuchadnezzar
‘God has currency in-that realm. An formerly served a hard service, we arc
opening is made for scriptural worship told, and Egypt was the reward of his
and scriptural truth, and a Protestant labours. Portugal scems to be a boom
minister imay not only appear in public, tothe new conqueror, and the ‘wealthof
but receive marks of public honour. its churches and monasteries has been
What a glorious change is this from the seized, and the lands of the pat,fiaf(:f,‘ﬁ»
state in which that kingdom was when archbishops, and bishops, a very great
Protestant: ministers hid themselves in proportion of the country,havebeen vcr%
Moles and caverns; when they and their ﬁiggly as;essed towards the payfiicht and,
hearers were subjected to fines and clothing of the invading armies. =~
unprisonmients, to.scourgings, to the  ‘Thus, in Portugal, that all-devouring
galleys, to the racks! Protestants do influence of an intolerant church
~ not think enough of this change § npr wezakened and brought low, ,Nbldng&
¢an they tell what future good it may can the priest convey to the Inqiisition
produces: + But Spain and Portugal were the humble iriquirer who "reads 58,
still upder the yoke of intolerance. “ The .bible. Religious liberty is'dlréady to @
armies of Framce have taken complete: degree cstablished, and the hupdan'mind

-
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ay now ,
;he'sz&nw whiclit had bedirplungéd ;and
 if weare ei}w:‘mdﬂiﬂrﬁﬂéw gettings
to get undersianding, the price which

Portugal has paitdh may mot ‘sdem - too
eat in the eyes of a future: generation,
for the advantages which this revolution
$n its affairs may producd. What will ‘be
the effect as to civil liberty cannot yet he
known. Itis now become a depf:ndent,
snstead of what it was before, a_terxbutai';y
powers. But it is not at alllikely that
the ¢ivil state of the great mass of-the
people will be worse than it was under
the former govérament; ita réhgious
state is very much improved, and a se-
vere .blow is inflicted on the superstition
of Rome. .. - ... . ... .
In Spain expectation is on -foot for
wery niaterial changes. - It is certain that
a great body of French is in the king-
dom ;- it is reported that they have muot,
in} one place, with resistanes, but oves-
powetes the' Spanish troepss and a ru-
mour is spread,- that :the sovereign of
France will himself skortly make his
appearance in Madrid. M the Ilatter
event should take place, shere cannot be
a doubt that very .great changes i the
government of the country will he the
consequence ; amd, as:in Pedtugal so in
8pain, the’ blew wil fall the most
severely on the Inquisition, that odious
and cruel tribunal, and on the wealth of
 the churches and mwonasteries, and :on
the estates’ of the archbishops and
bishops, which form-a very great por-
tion of the landed property of the king-
dom. Whoever has read, or heard any
thing of that impious and cruel tribunal
the Inquisition, €annot grieve that it
appears to be very pear to its dissolution.
A more abominable and wicked tyranay
was scarcely ever devised for the debase-
ment of the human mind ; myriads have
been put to dreadful deaths by fire or
racks, or have suffered long imprison-
ments with inhuman tortures; merely
because they did not believe what this
wicked tribunal aseerted to be the true
faith! It had its spies in cvery part of

the kingdom. Neo house wassafe ; and -

the wife of a man’s bosom would

betray him.. Hence 'a dreadful and -
gloomy horrer produced what -these
. wretchies called: the peace of the church. -

No one dared to insinuaté a hint. that
the least mistake could exist in-the es-
tablished cburch, and all acecoss to im-
Provement was cut off by the terrop of
punishmene. \ ' C
YOL. XII, ¥

emerge from the Zgéésé-dar‘kﬁ--

. $Yow¥ different this from the mild spi-
rie bf Chriitianity 1" Whdnce vould’ t

sffdnge notion have been derived, that

thie Saviobr of the world couldd be pleased
‘at the sight of racks and fires to avenple
-his ¢ause against afi’ unbeliever ? but we
‘may expect, that the first efféct of the
Freénch power will be: thie destruction of -
this herrible tribunal, and -Spaniards will
again have the liberty of thowght, and
the power: of reading the Soriptures.
‘'With the diminution of the splendoar 6f
the Spanish church, the loss bf a great
part of the wealth 6f the elorgy, and the -
abolitioh of monastéries; the arnzies of
France will be fed and clethed. ‘Afnedr
light will spring up iz Spain, and what-
ever may be tlie effeet of 33 oivily-its fe-
Kgions liberty will be' established; and,
as we said before, the valué of the iattér
is far from beibg dwuly appresiated: even
by Protestants, . “®e - . 0 e
‘Fhe trne Christian knéws, ‘that evety
infringement of it is as heartful té the
-oppressor ds to the oppressed ; and ‘wo
true Christian can possibly cemcur, in
any mieasure, to rack;- or torttwre, or
-fine, or imprison; his-brothér for inter-
preting the scripture in a manner differ-
-ent from:bimself. - . o
~ 'The ‘effect of ths reception of the
French on the civil constitution of $pain
it is difficult to foresce. - Spain was once

-a free country ; its menarchs overthrew

the Cortez, or bodies similar to our par-
liaments, and have reigned with dés-
potic sway. A melioration in shis res-
pect may possibly be produced, but this
.the Spaniards will purchase at a com-
siderable price, and with the changes in

their” government *will most probab

expericnce a great diminution of terri-
tory in the East and West Indies; and in
Anierica. - But vthe papal power will be
the greatest losers: op this occasion;
its indulgences, and consecratgd relics,
and other mummeries found a ready
sale in ‘Spain, and thence were trans-
perted to its colonies to deceive their

- unenlightened’ inhabitants. ©~ "'With " the

changes in the government, these follits
will Tose their value; and the falsely-

“called Apostolic Chamber, great pare of

its revenucs. Yet the harlot may still
give to drink to many kingdenis ‘from
the cup of its abominations, L
Krom 'the south, if we turn our eyes
to the north of Efrope, we see a vesy
different seene. A Precestant king is in
great riafuga': his assailants are the et
or of Kusgia avoweddy ;- the emp
perd powediy 3. he emperas
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of France and the king of Denmark are
-expected soon to join in the attack. The
troops of Russia have entered Swedish
Finland and it is said have obtained
gsome advantages. ‘They will probably
confine their efforts for a great part of
the campaign, to.thke conquest of Fin-
land ;  at least they will hardly pass over
the gulph of Bothnia, into Sweden
much before the middle of summer.
"The French troops have arrived in Den-
mark and are preparing. to attack Swe-
-den in the south. The king of Sweden
‘bhas received a subsidy from England,
but he is reported to be endeavouring
to0. make terms with France. He has
already lost Pomerania ; if peace is made
At can scarcely be without the loss of
Swedish Findand to Russia; and no doubt
:csome. compensation will be made to
Denmark in somie other parts of his
-dominions. If peace is not speedil

made on these terms, the contest wi

" hardly be long s the population of Swe-
den must rise with great energy. to as-

sist their sovereign in repelling the

.invaders, but if there is any dissatisfac-
-tion among them, he is lost for ever.
‘What could possibly induce him to
‘hazard so much, and to use the language
he did in the last conflict, it is difficult
to conceive. If he gives way his king-
dom must unite with the rest of Europe
in its canfederacy against England, and
the tremendous power of France will
be established. How long it will be
permitted to remain, who can teli? Let
us pray that the hearts of men may
:Jhe turped to. better things, and endea-
vour to promote the coming. of that
kingdom which is the object of their
datly petitions to heaven.

At home many have been the debates
in parliament on wvarious topics, 'The

Obituary. -
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calamitous affair .at Copenhagen lhge
been.completely deterntined upon in the
House of Commons, which has not:only

-resisted. the efforts of .one party-ta cen.

sure that melancholy measure, but has
with a wery great inajority .passed a vote
of thanks to the ministers for their ac.
tivity, prudence, and ehbergy, in -the
step they bhave taken. Thus as far as

-the sentiments of . the English nation are

publicly known, it approves of what -
has been done in Copenhagen. What
ever may be thought of such a step, the’
true Christian cannot but lament that in
this age of the world, so little advances
have been made tewards that Christian
love which would make this earth a

The petition respecting the Cold.
Bath-fields prison has produced a com-
mission from the king to inquire into the
abuses which are said to exist in that
prizon. It is to be hoped that the spirit
of party will not enter .into it, but that
if any abuses do exist, they will be cor-
rected agreeably to the spirit of the con-
stitution. = Petitions have been drawn
up for peace invarious parts of England,
but they are chiefly from-manufacturers.
It is not likely that any .peace will be
made,: till all the views of the French on
the Continent are completed, and as yet
the sentiments of the nation have by no
means been ascertained.on this sumbject.
The war against France has doubtless
been, during the greater part of the
contest, a popular war; but it iz easier
to enter into a war, than to . lay down
arms, and again consuls the interests of
all parties by acting as men and Chris
tians. Well has Doctor Priestley ob-
served, that war is a luxury the. dearest
of any that man can patronise.

—
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Died, Thursday morning, March the
3d, Mrs. MARY ANN TITFORD
wife of Mr. Richard Titferd, Union-
street Spital-fields.  She was interred at
Worship-street by the Rev. J. Evanps
who . pieached her funeral sermon the
following sabbath to a ecrowded congre-
gation, from Gen. Xvil. 25,  Shall not
the Fudge of ald the carth do right? @ ‘L'he
.conclusipn of the discourse contained
pome particulars respecting the deceased,

And is therefore sent for insertion, ..

- 27th year of her a

¢.1 shall pow add a few words req
specting the instance of mortality which
we are endeavouring . to improye.;, Ow
deceased friend apd sister was, in_ the
e; and expired two
days alter. the birth of. her third. child.

Her constitution was ,always weak and

tender, but she generally possessed 2

.good share of health and of spirits. Be-

ing of a delicate habit, great care W&
requisite in guarding her agamnst thoag
sydden transitions from hegt to co}
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which, in this- ver{ changeable climate,
lay the feundation of se many serious
complajnts. From =z cold, however,
caught about two - ye€ars ago, she never
thoraughly recovered: Excursions into.
the country gave her a temporary relief,
and by a repetition of these occasional
visits it was fondly hoped both by her.
self and by tier friemds, that her life
would be protracted for years. But the-
expectation proved delusive. She gra-
dually grew weaker and weaker. Her
Jungs, the great organs of vitality, be-
came evidently affected. Recourse was
had to medical aid of the first respecta-
bility. But little encouragement was
given of any effectual relief. 1t soothed,
but it could not remedy—it alleviated
but could not restere.. For in cases of
this kind medi¢ine can do little more—
« than for a while to turn aside death’s
levelled dart—and yet a few soft nights
and balmy days impart!’’ During her
illness, or rather gradual decline, she
was at times apprehensive of the melan-
choly event which ensued, but at other

eriods, under the flattering nature of
Ecr complaint, she would entertain strong
hopes of ‘recovery, The only time she
spoke pointedly of her approaching dis-

solution, she remarked < that sbe feared
not death /' >> A nable declaration thig——
and in her case, with her religious edu-
cation and habits, it must have proceeded
from her convictipn of the goodness of
God in having provided a future state
of existence for those who love and fear
him, where we shall meet pious rela-
tives and friends, and &e for ewver wvith
the Lord !
_parents, her partner in life, and her other

riends, that by means of zde glorious
Gospel af the blessed God,she indulged this
glotious hope,and that it seemed to divest
death of its terrors and enabled her to
look forward to the gracivus recempense
of reward. )

To her parents, to her partner in life,
and to her friends, ‘I would just add, that
I trust they will imitate her virtues, as

‘they love and revere her memory. One

thing [ must particularly: mention, it =

would be an injustice to her character to
~suffer it to be forgotten. 1 here refer not
only to her fortitude, ‘but to her pa-

4

How thankful should be her -

times in her gradual-deécent té. the tomb,
and there afe others Who, béing with het
by:day and by night, witnéssed- hér bo--
ddy sufferings;—we - all canf-'bear ‘oné’
and-the same’sestilmony to her- patieficg -
and resignation. SHe practically knew
that the Fudge of all the eavth coild not do
but wwbat ‘was right. - 'This is " a hard
lesson for the survivors, but it washard-
er for her to leave, at so’early a period
of life, her children, her hushand, and:
her parents, whé were so many  dis-
tinct sources of happiness in thé‘journey
of life.  But, hard as the lesson was,
she seemed to-have learnt it,—imitate
her example, therefore,in this memorable
instance of obedience ' to the will éf
God. I have been endeavouring to shewr
you that God does all'things well. You
know this great truth. May you feél
its influence! May” you realise its effi-
cacy ! Affliction is not joyous but griewvaus,
yet in the end it worketh the peaceable fruvits
of righteousness. ' 1 shall close "with two
stanzas written by a pious young poet,
who : lately died at Cambridge of ‘a
consumption, in the 21st year of his age:
The. first stanza I would address to
the-parents and relatives, and hope they
will adopt it on this solemn occasion.
Come! disappointment, comie !
‘Tho’ from hopé’s summiit hurl’d,
Still, rigid nurse, thou art forgiven
For thou severe wert sent from heav’n
To wean us from the world ;

To turn our eye

From vanity |
And poi'nt to scenes of bliss that never
die . : . - . -

The other stanza I address to zhe
partner of the deceased, under the persua-
sion that he witl use the lines as descrip~
tive of his own temper and condition.

Céme !, disappointment, come !

- tience,.and to her resignation,—virtues of .

no ordinar

0 valug in this suffering con-
Mytion of

»

h

n

umganity. 1 saw her several - Lords”
*.H, Kirke White, - - - -

Thou art not stern to me,
Sad monitress, I own thy swa
A. vortary sad in early day,
I1béend my knee to thee,
From sun te sun -
. My race will run, Cob T
I only baw and say—s¢ My Goid, sby ' will
o berdeme# ®T T T A TG o
“The Lord gave, pnd--the Lavd ibath
taken awpayy blessed behe \naike- ofbhe
T FREYL PR
e
AL Ty

Yy,

e

LR

I

! .

15

[

!

T Yu o



164
Rewv. T'. Raren.
1807, NMovember. Died, at Cottontham;

neay Cambridge, the REV. THOMAS.
BARON, aged 64. He was 3 native of

Burwell, :in Cambri e. Ke was
religious in carly life, and joined himself,
when young, to the independent church
ap Burwell, then under the pastoral
care of Mr. Joseph Maulden, awthor of
several single sermosns, apd of ene. (if
the writer of this dogs not mistake)
against the practice of inogulation for
the small-pox. In this church . Mr.
Raron was observed by some of the
members to have ¢ gifts for the minis-
try.” His gifts were tricd in the usual
manner, that is, by his delivering an
exercise before the members paly of the

%l;ﬁéh,. the communicants, with clesed

dgeshire.

-

rs. The resylt of this trial was that
Mr. B. was believed by the church. teo
have gifts, and promising ones, dut by
his pastor to have none at all. There
wetre Ret wanting those shat imputed
Mr. Maulden’s decision to 3 mean jea~
lousy of the Yyoung preacher, who
certdinly refuted practically his eopinion,
for, joining the nsighbeuring independ-
gnt church of Isleham, also in Cam
bridgeshire, under the charge of Mr.
Y.ambert, where his ¢ gifts >’ were meore
properly appreciated, he came forth full
of vigour and popularity. . ke came out
about the same time 3s Adr. Andrew
Fullers” of Rettering, with whom he
was acquainted, and whose voice and
manner he caught in no small degree, if
he did not possess them naturally. - Soon
after becoming a preacher, he became a
Baptist, adopting a persuasion which
often takes possession of young and ar-
dent mionds, and which generally lasts
.longer than any cther persuasion of the
mind. Without any other training than
preaching amongst Christian friends,
and withput any ethexr qualification than
a knowledge of the bible, Mr. Baron
was invited {9 preach o prebation, be-
fore the Baptist church at Cottenham.

e was approvad, clected, and ordained. -

His ordidatio is. renderad memoypable
Sy the circumstance .of Robert Robinson
clivering the charge ta the- people.
Robinson was in high spirits. and com~
plete sclfrpossession, and. made so pow-
rful a defence, and gave sa heautiful a
_pigtire. of . Christizn liberty 'that ‘the
Jprinciple ef non-conformity -was then,
if not before, .deeply rooted in Cotten-
ham and the neighbourhood, where it
has cver since been growing..» Mr, Ba~

Obituary.

. Moyes, M. D.

' ron resided anwong the same pesple to
the day of his death, 'tevet once ofitey-
 tatning the wish of “ changing his place,”
ing a period of cwenty-cight years.
His temper was affectionate; and his
raamners conciliating g -hence “he was
beloved by kis congregation, especially:
by the pounrger part of them. ‘Marmony
generally prevailed am t- this little
society of.wvillagers; theough i latter
years the pernicious Antineimian princi-
ples of - William = HEuntingters  (better
known before he was a Father by the
name of Wil Huwxr} had withdrawn
some fromy thie paths of: virtuet whichk
to Mr. B. was a great afflictions, for he
was a good man and an encourageriéf
sodness. Mr. B. did met possess great
at useful talents. . ‘His knowledge wey
- himited, but he was not ignorant of re-
Yigion. He lamented often the want.of
education, and always recommended it
to parents to teach their children all that
they wouid learn and could be taught.
He was accustomeéd to say that * he
would sell his shirt from hi¢ back to give
his childrenr education.” To his strong
and frequent remarks on tlits subject the
writer of this netice owes some of “the
advantages which' ‘he' enjoyed in early
life.. I -was a further merit of Mr. B.'s
that he was an encounrager of young
men in religion, and of young preachers.
"The second time this writer: ever spoke
in public was at Mr. B.'s earnest in-
stance in the meeting-house at Cotten-
ham. Mr. B.’s sentimernits were strictly
-Calvinisti¢, but. it was net in his nature
to be a bigot.. AM his associations of
mind were in favour ‘ef Calvinism,
which with him was the belief of good
‘people, ople enlightened by divine
grace. is censtitution wus for some
‘time breakimg up previous to his death,
.and the death of his son a7 few - years
‘ago, and. latterly: of his wife had a great
and, as appears, a fatal effect ‘upon his
‘health and spirits. ' S
Dec. 10.- after 4 short indisposition at
Doncaster, - where .lve, was delvering 2
- course of lectures on Natural Philosaphys
:HENRY ' MOYES, M. D.® of Edin-
‘burgh, aged-§7. ' This gentleman, Mind
from his- childheod; was eng: of: sevénl
-withessés in medern times to the £
' mess -of Pivine  Providence, “in.' €oB"
pensating a grievous bodily privation by
.great mentsl endowments ; this, a9 the
poct ca;prcssc&’it, |

I O -
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Mercy, encouraging thought,
Gives e’en to affliction a grace,
And reconciles n¥an to his lot.

The following account of I2r. Moyes’
is extracted from a paper on blindness,
by his friend Mr. Bew, in the ¢ Mg~
moirs of the Literary and Philosophical
Sactety of Manchester,” where Dr.- M.
resided in 1782.

« He lost his sight by the small-pox
in his early infancy, and mevér recol-
Jected to have seen, though he traced in
his memory some confused ideas of the
solar system. Brought up in a family
devoted to learning, and ardert in'his
own application, he made rapid advances,
not only acquiring the fundamental
principles of mechanics, ‘music, and the
languages, but likewise. an acute and
general knoewledge of geemetry, optics,
algebra, astronoemiy, chemistry, and in
short, of mast of the branches of the
Newtontan philesophy. Mechanical
exercizes were the favourite employ-
ments of his infant years, - At a very
garly. age he mmade himself acquainted
‘with the use of edged tools so perfectly,
that he was able to make little wind-
mills, and even constructed a loom with
his owrr* hands, which still shew the
cicatrices of wounds he received in the
execution of these juvenile exploits. He
was a striking instance of the power the
vaind possesses of finding vesources un-
der the mast rigorous calamitices.
Though involved in ¢ ever-during dagk-
ness; and excluded from the charming
views of silent or animated nature;
though dependent an an undertaking for
the means of his subsistence, the success
of which was very precarious ; though
destitute of other support than his geni-
- us, Dr. M. was generally cheerful and
apparently happy.””?

- Pied ar. Trewrginer,
following personss . -
1st, On December 13, 180y, WHL-
LIAM WESTALIL, aged 6z, a pew-
opener st the General -Baptist Mecting.
His death. wi% very sudden; being en-
g2ged: in cleaning the meeting-house
late on.Saturday might, '(Dec. 13.) he
1cll dowen in. a fit, was carried home
almost. senseless, and.oxpired early next
morning, ‘leaning behind him the
racter ‘of a, worthy Christian,
.. 24,-On Janmary.. 6
SARGEANT, aged 84, widow of Sa-
el Sargeant, sépvmcrly a. respeotable

WirTs. the

ehad=

$808. MARY ' concerning ‘a’‘future tate; and fhat-he

18
Fonres. - Mrs. Hdlaai :}’aféua B illes.

bailder, and for many ygars clerk at the
afotesaid Géneral Baptist Meeting. Her

- infirmity-and longaffliction had retdered’

her for some years imk
ing public worship. -~

'3d, “On February g, 1808, after a long’
aud painful illness; *which she bore with:
wonderful pacience and resignation,
ELEANOR JONES, aged 9 years-and
five months, daughter of Paniel Jones,
pastor at the saine General Baptist Mect-

apable of attend-

"mig.. "With reépect ta progress in ltearn-

ing and delight in religion, she was
equailed by very few of her age, and
such was her apiness tc commit things
to memory, that she could repeat hymuns,
sacred poems, &c. to the astonichment
of all who heard her. In her alllicion

she was so free from the fear of death,

that it wsvas always htr wish to depart
and be at rest. ST I>. 3.
Saturday, Dec. 13, at Ormskirk, ¥rs.

HOLELAND, relict of the late Rew
Henry Holland. Tho:e who knew her
not may read the record with lLittle
attention or cencern, ‘but her acguaint-
ence, relations; and friends will immedi-
ately recollect her pleasing and courtecus
manners3 her willingnéss.to serve and
oblige ; her faithful assiduity in superin-
tending female education3 her inoffen-
sive conduct during a life of more than
70 years ; her readiness to sacrifice her
own ease and comfort for thebénefit of
the-sick and the aflictéd, and the tran-
quil composure of a pious Christian, who

-went about doing good. After a para-

lytic streke she lingered for a weck
without much pain, and then died as
placidly as she hdd lived.”  ° ° '

| ' - Liverpool Chronicle.
don,- in Suffolk.” Farly in the morning
he got up from his bed, lefr’ his shirt
with his other cléthes in -his bed~-room,
and walked naked .to a sigh-post, on the
road leading from- Raydon to Stoke, and

-was found hangine by his drms on the

'gaid post. On being taken into the mext
Rouse, he died, from the ‘inclemency of
the weather, and from his having m a

fit of frensy beaten and--bruised bimself

upon ‘and against - the sign-post.. It
appeared that he Belonged to a sgcjety
of ranarics, and that he had’ for séme
days before  been"insanc and ‘' almost
distracted ;' that ‘his ‘'mind was loadéd

wished 2a die ofi'the sjp

}bet, Tar wor
Satiionr &t om the caopsy, 4-77 '

- ‘%%‘o
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January

1oth, at his honse at Pains-
wick, in - Gloucestershire,

the Rev.

CORNELIUS WINTER, aged 65, who

had been minister of a dissenting congre-
gation in that town for nearly 20 years:
a man whose memory will live in the
hearts of ail that knew him, and whose
piety aad bencvolence were not only

Intelligence.

commensurate with his days; birt in théig
effects and consequences will long. sur-
vive him.—The Rev. Mr. Jay, of Bath,
has announced his intention of drawing
up his life, and requests rather oddly,
from- the religions pubiic, the commu-
nication of anecdotes and letters of the
deceased. -

N B " & g
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DECLATRATION OF UNITARTANISM BY THE REV. JAMES LYONS,
LATE PASTOR OF A CALVINIST BAPTIST CHURCH, AT HULL.

THE REV. JAMES LYONS, late
minister of the Baptist Church in George
Streer, Hull, having changed his views
of religions truth, and adopted Unita-
rian sentiments, made a communication
to that effect to one of the deacons of
that church, on Friday, December4th,
1807, requesting him to inform his
brethren respecting it; and stating that
if it were agreeable to their wishes, he
would explain the reasons of this change
in public, but if not he would continue
with them a few months, or until, they
could procure another mumster, and
during that time, would engage to avoid
controversy in the pulpit, and preach on
those subjects respecting which - they
were all of the same opinion. Such
however was their dissatisfaction on re-
ceiving this intelligence, that he, the
next morning, received a letter from the
before-mentioned deacon, stating that
he had mentioned the circumstance to

' the leading” persons in the congregation,
and. that it was their wish that Mir.
Lyons should take leave of the people
on the day following in the afternoon.
With this request he complied, and
preached his farewell sermon to them
from John v. 39. ¢¢ Search thc Scrip-~
tures,”’ &c. After strenuously exhorting
them to cuitivate a spirit of Christian in-
quiry, at the close of the discourse he
- particularly addressed himself- to the
. church, and stated that about two years
. previous to that time he had read some
of the writings of Mr. Wright of Wis-

beach, and mentioned particularly thes "

writer's Essay on the Unity and Supre-

macy of .the one God and Father, and

his Antisatisfactionist. He represented
that the foréible appeals to the acrip-

tures, and the clear and conclusive rea-
sonings of Mr. Wright in these publi«
cations, convinced him of the necessity
of more closely examining, and of inves-
tigating with severer scrutiny than he
had ever before done, severa! of his re-
ligious opinions. He stated that he had
read every thing that he could have ac-
cess to, in that time, on both sides of
the trinitarian controversy; but while
he acknowledged himself greatly indebt-
ed to the writings of Nr. Wright, in
the first instance, and afterwars to those
of Dr. Priestley, Mr. Lindsey, Mr.
Belsham, and several others, he had en-
deavoured conscientiously to form his
opinions according to the obvious sense
of the word of God. For this purpese,
he said, he had read the New Testament
through several times, exdmining with
much attention the passages which are
usually cited on both sides of the ques-
tion: the result of all this, he solemnly
declared, was a full conviction that the
doctrines of the trinity, of the equality
of Jesus Christ, with the Father, and of
4 vicarious sacrifice by his death for the
sins of mien, are mot only without any
foundation in the scriptures, but ought
to be ranked among the.grodsest cor-
ruptions of christianity. Having stated
his belief of the divine unjity and infinite

. suoremaey of God the Father, and his

views of the mission of Jesus Christ,
whom he considered as the son and ser-
vant of the living God, and expressed
his firm persuasion that the salvation
and eternal happiness of men, are to be
ascribed to the unpurchased mexcy and
ﬁdﬁdmss of the Father of the universc,

e concluded by stating that the friend

-ship which be had.ecxperignced. from
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many of the members of the church,
had made a deep ‘impression on his
heart, which neither time nor distance
could efface; and that he would endea-
vour to forget, as he fully forgave, every
instance of unkind or unfriendly treat-
ment, which he 'might have receivéd
from any of them, and exhorted them
to be at peace among themselves, to
treat his successor, whoever he might be,
with respectful and affectionate atten-
tion, and to cultivate a spirit c.>f .hbera-
lity towards their fellow Christians of
other denominations. When Mr. Lyons
mentioned that the important connec-
tion which had subsisted between them,
and him, for ten years past, was dissolv-
ed, he, the congregation, and especially
the younger part of it, were evidenuy

167 .

very déeply affected. . We are informed
Mr.- Lyons inténds t6 publish his Fare-
well sermon. | - W,

. [To_this perspicuous and interesting
statement, which has been lying by us
some time, we are happy to add that
Mr. Lyons is fiow pursuing ‘e ‘wmissionary
tour in Scotland, at the request of the

-Committee of the UnirTarian FuNbp.

‘He 1s also engaged to preach the Junuaf
Sermon in behalf of the UwniTariaws
Funb, on the Wednesday of Whitsun
week, which will faid this year on
the 8th of June.—Mr. Lyons’s FARE-
wEeLL Discourse, above alluded to, is
in the press, and will probably have been
published before this notice comes be-
fore the reader: to be sold 'hy Mr.

. Eaton, 187, High Holborn. EbpiToz.]}

_MR. DAVY’S NEW DISCOVERY 1IN CHEMISTRY,

[A scientific friend has favoured us

with the following interesting - paper,
containing the introductory part of Mr.
Dibdin’s Lecture at the Royal Institu-
tion, London, on Wednesday, January
13th. It gives a full and correct ac-
count of Mr. Davy’s late discovery in
Chemistry. For this discavery it will
be remembered that the National Insti-
tute of France adjudged to Mr. Davy
the premium of 1,000 livres, which the
. Emperor Napoleon- had promised to the
best memoir opn Galvanism, within a
given period. Thijs scientific honour
some of our wise and patriotic public
grints have advised Mr. Davy to hurl
ack on Gaul with disdain. Eb.]

“ Before I solicit your attention to
the opening of those lectures, which I
shall have the honour of delivering in
the course of the season, permit me to
tiespass upon it for a few minutes, by
stating the peculiar cirgumstances under
which this Institution is now again
opened ; and how it comes to pass that
At has fallen . to me, rather than to a
more deserving lecturer, ta be the first
to address yon. oo ‘ .

“’I'he managers . of this Institution
have requested me to impart to you that
intelligence, which-no one, who is' alive
to the best feelings of human nature, can
hear without the mixed emotions of
sorrow and delight. ' .

¢ Mr. Davy, whose frequent and

owerful addresses from this place, sup-

arted b)r his ingeniouns cxpcr;m{:ms,

have been so ibngﬂand so well known to
you, has, for these last five weeks, been

struggling between life and death. The

cffects of those experiments recently
made in illustration of his late splendid
discovery, -added to consequent bedily
weakness, brought on a fever so violent,
as to threaten the ex#inction of life,
Over him it might emphatically be said,
in the language of our immortal Milton,
that | | o

—~——————Death his dart
Shook, but delayed to strike. -

If it had pleased Providence to deprive
the world of all further benefit from his
original talents and intense application,
there has certainly been sufficient alreaay
effected by him, to entitle him to be_
classed among the brightest scientifig
luminaries of his country. That this
may not appear to be. unfoumded-culo-
gium, I shall proceed, at the panicular
request of the Managers to give you an
outline of the splendid discovery just
alluded to—and I do it with the greaser
Pleasurc, as that outline has been drawn
in a very masterly manner, by. a gende-
man, of all.others, perhaps,- the besg
qualified to do it effectually. =

. ¢¢¢ In the course of the last 25 ori3e
years, the sCIENCE oF guEMisTRY has
undergone great.changes, and has been
astonishingly augmented by various im-
portant di~coveries; amongst which, the
most remarkable thave been the degosn-
position and recomposition of ‘Waker
and of Niiric Agid, disgoveied. by Mr,
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Cavendish ; and the consequent know- wus in this state of combination with oxy-
Scdge of the nature of”Metallic Calees gen forming the two alkalies.
fnorv called Oxides) with that of Acids- ¢¢ ¢ But some of the primitive earths,
i gemerali - (as -they are called) sueh as Barytes, and
« <But althongh the two fized Alkalics Stremtites, have many alkalice Propertics;
ealled Sods and Potash, were attacked by which induced Myr. Davy to subject
the most eminent Chemists, with every them to similar experiments ; and in like
known Chemical Agent, and by every manner he discovered that these con-
method which the improved state of the sisted of metallic bases, umited to oxy-
Science could suggest, not the smallest gen, forming compound bodies anale-
effect could be produced on them; so gousto the two fixed alkalies. . . .
that the nature of these twe commion - “¢’T'hese may justly be placed amongs
substances reniained totally unascertain- the most briliant and valuable disco-
‘ed, and became a grand desideratum of wverigs, which have ever been made in
€Chemical Science. | chemistry ; for a great chasm in the
« <When however Mr.Volta had com- chemical system has been filled up; a
murricated to the Royal Society his great blaze of light has been diffused over that
discevery of the Galvanic Pile, and when -part which before was .utterly dark;
this had been meodified into the more and new views have been opened, 50
convenient form ef Troughs, by -Mr. numerous and interesting, that the more
Cruickshank, of Woolwich, the Eléctro- any man who is versed in chemistry,
Galvanic power was feund by various reflects on them, the more he finds to
philosophers,” to. preduce surprising admire, and to heighten his expectation
effcets when applied to different sub- - of future impertant results. =~
stanees 3 and Mr. Davy in particular  “¢ ¢ Mr, Davy’s name, in cornsequence
distinguished himself in these researches, of these discoveries, will be always re-
and made a number of valuable experi-- corded in the annals of sciemce amaongst
ments and ebservations; some of the those of the most iilustrious philosophers
more rermrarkable of which he com- of his time. }is country with reason
municated to the Royal Society, in the will be proud of him; and it is no small
Bakerian Lecture, read in November, honour te the Royal Institution, that
2806. - these great discoveries have been made
¢« « Mr.Davy conceived, however, from within its walls; in that laboratory, and
what he had then accomplished, that by those instruments, which, from the
much more might be done; and with zecal of promoting wuseful knowledge,
equal skill and perseverance, he perform- have with se much propriety been placed
¢d a new secries of expcriments, in the at the dispesal, and for the usc, of its
courie of which, by varicus means, he most excellent professor of chemistry.’
again tried the effects of the powerful ¢ 'T'his recital will be sufhicient to con-
Galvanic Batteries belonging to the Lia- vince these whe hear .it, of the celebrity
boratory of the Royal Institution, and which the author of such a discovery
particularly directed his attentionto the has a right to attach to himself ; and yet
two fixed ,Alkalics, (Soda and Potash) no one, | am confident, has less inclina-
with the view of effecting their decom- tion to challenge it. ‘Fo wus, and.to
sition, and of ascertaining the mature every enlightened Englishman, it will
of them, by means of that powerful be a matter of just congratulation, that
agent, Galvanism. the country, which has produced the
« ¢« This great discovery he at length two Bacons, and Bovyk, has, in these
cffected ; and to the high gratification of days, shown itself worthy eof its former
all men of Science, he proved that renown, by the labours of CAVENDISH
soda and potash are compound bodies, and Davyr. . 3
cach comsisting of a peculiar metal, “ The illness of the latter, severe adit
which has so great a tendency to com- has been, is now, however beginning to
bine with oxygen, that no agent but abate, and we may reasonably hope
galvzapism can separate them. The two from presént appearances, at least, that
metals therefore, of soda and potash, the period of convalescence is pot VeFY
- have always hitherio been presented to  remote.”
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that the asscmbl c’%ulrl not rise ull th&%? following | Declar

question ‘was dccxded.-—-AnQ,thcr _pros
posed to suspend the discussion; to call
t.ha ‘Rabbies to, »t.hq ’tabler in order .to
.umte the two apswers. into one, in suc
a mapmer, as'tp. gonmhat&i,
adyanced on bo;;h s;des of the questxon.—r—
"Lhis proposition was. adetcd the
1dept~§usgended the,discussmn, and
prepared &
tance of the Rabbies,apd the memhers
of the’ comnussx,op.--oAftcr a lapse of
three-quarters of an hour, the President
annqunced that the discussion was ‘re-
sumed ; he read the new answer to..t
third quesnon.- M. Lyon Marx trans-
lated it verbally into German.. The
question. was called .for on every side.
‘The Fresident put the new answer to the
vote, and it was ad ted almost unani-
mausly. The Pres;dcnt then called for
the reading .of a declaration which he
thoughtshould be affixed t6 the answers;;
the assembly apprirved it by acclamation,
and wigh shouts of Long live the Emperor !

This declaration was translated inta

German by.M.Lyon Marx.”

“Decl«zratzor; q@’apted‘@ tl:e Assembly.
¢ Resolyedy, b*fy the, ' rench deputies
ptofcssmg the rel glon of Moscs, that the

@ . .%The asgembl
prmczples‘

new. agswer with the assis<

X

-

) .
shall reg de the
answers rqturned. to*tbc quesﬂo 1§/ pro-

p%se& by the Commissioners - qf Hxs.'
Imperial: and Royal Majesty:
| ly, impressed w:th B
dcep sense' of gratxtmie, fove, respec;:,
-and admiration,, for the sacred person’ ¢f
his Imperial and Royal Majesty, declares,
i, the name of all Frepchm profcssmg
rehgmn of . Moses, that they are fully'
determined to-prove worthy of .the
favours His Majesty intends. for them, .
by scrupulously ,confqrmmg. to. h;s
paternal intentions; that their religior ),
makes it their duty to consider. the law
of the prince.as thesupreme:law. in civil
and-political matters; that, consgquently,
should their rehglous ,co&c, Or . its va~
rious interpretations, :;ontam cnnl 40F
palitical commands, at wariance with
those .of the. French code,. thdse - com~
-mands .would, ‘of course;, cease te .ins
fluence. and govern them, since they
must, above 3ll, acknu.wledgc and- obey |
the laws of thg: prince.
‘¢ That, in gonsequence of . ;l'us prm-
ciple, the Jews have at all tzmes cansis

| *dered it their duty to obey the: Jaws of

the state, and that since the revolution,
thcy like all F renphmen, have acknows
. lcdged no others. g%‘[a becontmued,j

[ o *>
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A COMPLETE LIST OF
- THEOLOGY

NEW PUBLICAT[ONS ON MGRALS Amz'
IN MARCH, 1808¢. A
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The Right and Duty o %a. Fa:thful
nid “Fearless Exammatnon of the Seri
tires : asserted in -a Sermon;’ Preached
at the Ca‘l*vlmat Bapust Ch pel George

‘ Htreet, Hull, on the Resignation of the

Pastoral Office in that place, :0ecasioned

by the author’s embracing the Unitarian
Doctrine. By James Lyomsim 8vo.
1s. 6d.

An Unitarian - Christian Minister’s p 7t
Plea, for adherence to the Church of En~ 8
luding a narrative of the un< ™

gland: dnc
successfilfifate of the celebrated’ ¢lerical
Parhame"l tary Petition aniigBill; with
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to dlstmgmsh them from the Un-Thmks
mg Christizns 8 the present dayy: tzmtf.
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tion of Peace, By the: Rev. Ra Wamce
of Baths -xs: SREY
© ¥nstitutes “of Blbhcal Cmncxsm, or
ds of the Courserof Lectuires on- thae
bject, read “in that U'ifuvarsitiy- i
ing’s :College of g@uberdeena GGl
bert Gerald, D D. Py essox‘ of Dwmxty.
8vro. 108:6ds . 5 Wi

A Sumpnary View ‘oﬁ' the ‘R‘ig‘hts and
Clauns of the: R an Caﬁholié“s ih Ire-

P
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broths »’ﬁAbrahatn w!m::iwé in the-Couns “tocf

. Sermoﬁ%s mmsmi;ﬁﬂ den
pearh of the: Rew it %hémwn; Ledd
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tions’ on sgme: of :the principal branches
of Scxenccgan& thnratute, and ; nccasmn al

Remarks :on - the::Books: selected ;- pidy

llshed with a.wview to-assistin thc fors i
mation of similac- Institutions, -and - to_

aid the. youfig/.in‘their choice of objécts:
of, Mental:Bursuit. By Lart Carpenter,
L.L ,‘D 35« 6dh€,.~; .
. The: M teriousLan; nage of St.Panl,
in his Dcscmptkén ~of ighe -Midn . of Sm,
roved from the Gospel History, to re-
ate not o the - Qﬂmrdzvbf Rome;.but to
thestimes in, wh;cé;m wis written, -with
some Remiarks on:Sir lsLM Wellywaod’s
Scrmons on Mt ;;ﬁhvs‘_:!ge '~ By~W.- Nise
bett, M. A. W
© A Letter:: to: tRs y@a'vemors, L.ggxsla-
tors, and</-Propiietors:of Planaations in
the, British WestiIndia :.Islands. . By
Beilby Rorteus: . D. ﬁwhoP of. London.
SVOo 290 e r" M vy 2.

" A Sequel’to. . R:ﬁkgto’as Unmn, per-
fective: of @ivil Unigni? By-the Rev. R.
Shepherd, P.Duugi chdeacpa of Bed-
ford, Amthor of: that
.« The - Churchman. ~>By thc Rev. G.
Btephenson, M..: A«Vicar of Kelloe, Cu-
rate of Bishop. Wiearmouth,c. Is.. -

A Sermon, aceasionkd. - by the much

- "'l

lamemgd Death jof ;that :truly -excellent
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