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SIR, Cla pton, Ma;
APPREHEND that you have

R scarcely any readers, who have
.ot been impressed, according to
their different. opportunities of in-
formation, by the wrongs which
Africa has endured from the ini-
quity of European and especially
of British commerce. Amongthose
wrongs, which even humamty may
incline us too soon to forget, none
attracted more atteltion about 20
years ago, than that transactlon
too justly ‘called a massacre,
which oceprred in 1767, in- the
tiver of C'Ilabar, a considerable
station for the sl.dvc-tradc.,, in
Upper Guinea. T
Mt. Clarkson in his ‘¢ History
of thé Abolition,” (i. 305,) men-
tions this massacre. He had the
first account of it fr om a Moravian
minister at Bristol, on his visit
to that city, in’ 1787 when he
undertook his bcnevolcnt anission,
to explore ¢ the secrcts of the
prison-house.”’ M‘r. C. also pro-
cured ¢ authenuc documents’’
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.Commons.

remain on board’

and depﬂsmons, Afrom which he

has formed an interesting relation
-of the atrocious deed,

well agrees with the followmar
statcment made ;to ‘the House of
g quote the ¢° Abrldg-
ment of the minutes of the evi-
dence taken -before a committee

of the whole house, .to - .whom it

was - referred Lo conSIder of the

slave-trade,” 1790 No. 1i. P. 2060.

“ In;Qld Calabar,river are two towns,
0ld Town and New Tewn. A rival-
ship 'in trade pfroduced a jealousy be-
tween the towns; so that through fear
of each other, for a considerable time,

-no.capog would leave. their tawns to go

'up the river for slaves ; which happened
in x767. Seven ships fof ancrpool
‘Bristol . and . Londonj lay off the point
which separates the towns; six of the

‘captains invited the people of both towns
-on board en a certain day, as if to re-
.concile them :

at the same timé agreed
‘with the lpo::o ple of New Town to cut
off the Old LTown ‘people, who should
the' next morning.
‘The 0Old Town pcople ersuaded of
the sincerity of thiz captains'‘proposal,
went on board’in great numbers.  Next

‘morning, at 8 o’cluck, one o the ships

fired a gun as a signal to commence
Q

which

”
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hostilities. Some the traders were
secured on beard, some were killed in
resisting, and some got overboard and
were fired upon. When the firing be-
gan, the New Town people who were
in ambush behind the point, came for-
ward and picked up the people of Old
"Town who were swimming and had
escaped the firing., After the firing was
over, the captains of five of the ships
delivered their prisoners (persons of
consequence,) to the New Town canoes,
two of whom were beheaded along-side
the ships; the inferior prisoners were
carried to the West-Indies. One of the
captains who had secured three of the-

king’s brothers, delivered one of them to

the chief man of New Town, who was
one of the two beheaded alongside:
the other brothers he kept on board,
promising. when the ship was slaved,
to deliver them to the chief man of
New Town. His ship was soon slaved
from this promise, and the number of
prisoners made that day; but he refused
to deliver the king’s two brothers, and

carried them to the West Indies, and

sold them. Theace they escaped to
Virginia, and thence after three years
to Bristol, where the captain who
- brought them, fearing he had done
wrong, meditated carrying or sending
them back to Virginia. Jones of Bris~
tol, who had ships trading to Old Ca-
~ labar, had them taken fromx the ship
{(where they were in’'irons) by an Ha-
beas Corpus. "The king escaped from
the ship he was in, by killing two
of the crew who attempted to scize
him: he then got into a one man canoe,
and paddled to the shore; a six-pounder
from one of the ships struck the canoe
to pieces ; he then swam on shore to the
woods near the ship, and reached his
own town thoughclosely pursued; it
was sald, he received e¢leven wounds
from musket shot.”

It appears that this account of
the massacre was given on the au-
thority of the boatswain of one of
the vessels engaged, and confirmed
by a dceposition taken at Bristol
i 1773, from the mate of another
vessel. It also agreed with the
affidavits, made by the surviving
brothers ot the African king, a
piinted copy ot which I once had
10 MYy possession.,

Iigious 1instructien.

Ancona Robin Robin

-

The two brothers thus rescued
from the slavery to which they
were a second time devoted, had
the happiness, on their liberation
at Bristol, to come under the no-
tice of the Jate Rev. Charles
Wesley, who then presided over
the methodist connexion in that
city. Mr. W. appears to have paid
great attention to their nmprov-
ment, and cspecially; as might
have been expected, to their re.
I have some
papers in the lAand-writing of
these Africans, as appears by Mr.
Wesley?’s endorsement. These he
communicated to his friend, my
much respected father. On his
decease, more than 30 years ago,
they came into my possession and
have never been published.

From these papers it appears
that a ship was provided, probably
by Jones the trader to Old Cala-
bar mentioned in the cvidence, to
convey the brothers to their own
country. ‘They sailed from Bris-
tol, in March, 1774. 'The vessel
was wrecked on one of the Cape
de Verd lIslands, where they suf-
fered great hardships. An Ame-
rican schooner conveyed them to
Barbadoes, from whence they re-
turnced to DBristol, after an ab-
sence of three months. An ac-
count of the voyage and shipwreck
they wrote in two letters to Mr.
Wesley, dividing between .tl.lcm
this arduous task of composiuob.
John tells
the story to their shipwreck on
the Island, when Little Ephruum
Robin John continues the. . ac-
count to their re-arrival. at Bris-
tol. 'Fhe penmanship and. ortho-
oraphy of these papers are like
those of an Kuropcean, who
late lite acquires a very partiul
education. Frowm this, which I
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the only fair comparison,: theve
African
shrink*. .~ ,

" Mr. Wesley,- who <vas now in.
continued his attention

London,
to the instraction of the brothers
hy correspondence. ‘T'beir grati-
tude for his kindness is expressed
in the following letter, written by
Ancona, which you may deem
worthy of preservatiofi, for the
sake both of the scribe and the
sentiments. These, among nu.
merous instances, serve to shcew
that the poet ““stoop’d to truth,”’
who sang how

¢« Skins may differ, but affection
Glows in black and white the same.”

Bristol, *fuly 20, 1774.
Reverend Sir, - N

My last, in which came an account
of the transactions that had-happened to
us since we left Bristol, I hope came safe
to hand, since which as this favourable
opportunity offers, I take the liberty to
send you these few lines, to inform you
of our well-doing here. It is with great
pleasure that 1 can inform you of the
advancement I have made, through your
generous assistance when here, and by
Mrs. Johnson, &c. in your absence,
whom we should visit much oftener than

we do for instruction, if not often pre-

vented by bad weather, and the destance
we are from her. The study of the holy
scriptures, first generously tought us by
you, has been our chiefest employment,
and have reaped such bernefits from it,
that we hope in a short time to be use-
ful members of society, and to our great
satisfaction the more we are acquainted
with it for the conduct of our future
lives, and a lively hope of a future sal-

compositions need not’
P | Ot: ples learned us by you..

vation which will be always our chiefest
care to attain, according to the princie
-$ dcar. you.. We have got
got any vessel yet for tocarry us all home,
and hope we shall’have ‘mére time to
make a further progress in:our learning
before we-goes, and will.always be care-.
ful to remember the good and whole-
some advice we have received from you.
" Please td give ‘onr kind ‘love to
your worthy tamily, for whome with
yourself we shall never forget offér up’
our most fervent prayers to the Almighty
Being, beseething him to reward you
for all the good and care you have take
of Reverend Sir,

Your maost faithful humble servant, .
ANCONA ROBIN ROBIN JOHN.

Ancona and his brother sailed
again from Bristol, probably soon
after the date of this letter. It
1s ccrtain, that they at length
reached their own country. The
witness before the House of Com-
mons, whose evidence I have
quoted; and who ‘quitted the
slave-trade in 1770, "says that he
was ¢ at Old Calabar when they
arrived,’” and that he saw in their
¢¢ possession thelr depositions tak-
en at Bristol, and of Williant
Floyd, who was mate of one of
the - ships when the transaction
happened.”’ g

It cannot be rccollected with.
out regret, that these apparently
hopeful- brothers were so soon
merged again in the population
of Africa, cspecially of that part
rcndered pccuharly corrupt by
the prevalence of the slave-trades.

" * | The journal of Little Ephraim Robin John, and Ancona Robin Robin John,
has been kindly put into 6bur possession by Mr. Rutt, and shall be given in the

next number.

Ed.]

+ The trade carried on at this station, seems to have been attended with cir-

cumstances, remarkably djsgraceful to the British name.

In,the debate on the

Abolition, in 1792, Mr. Wilberforces mentioned in the House of Commaons, the

following instance which -happened in 1791,

« at the very time when the inquiry

concerning this trade was going forward in parliament—5ix ‘B'riti§.h ships of : Bris-
tol and lLiverpool, were anchored off the town of Calabar. I'he captains of

these vessels, thinking

that the natives asked too iriuch for their slaves; held a

consultdtion -how they shonld proceed; and agreed to fire upon the town unless
their own terms were complied with., On a certamn evening they notified their
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VWhat became of: them afterwards
was probably never known to their
friechds in England. ~ Yet Mr.
Charless Wesley’s attention to
their. improvement; was highly
meritorious,. 'and it: is~ with no
sinall ~satisfaction that' I have

recorded . one of the many Chrisa-

Unstaritans Rational Chyistians. .

tian charities of a ntahn whom [
was taught to esteem when I wag
very young, and for whose cha.

racter I camnot fail to ‘entertain

an hereditary respect.
Youi’s

J.. T. RUTT

P

e e I

MISCELLANEOUS. COMMUNICA'EIONS.

THE FALLACY OF THE CHURCHMAN’S ARGUMENTS, TO PROVE
THAT UNITARIANS ARE NOT RATIONAL CHRISTIANS, EXPOSED,

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository..

SIR,

A gentleman, styling-himself a
ehurchman, has introduced a to-
pic into yeour valuable publica-
tion, which, to be fairly discussed,
ought to be fairly represented.
He asserts, that Unitarians are
not rational Christians :. by which
he cvidently: means, that Unita-
rian Christians are not rational
Christians; and upon-this point 1
am willing to enter with him up-
on the discussion. But first it

will be necessary, that.we should
understand clearly, what is meant

by the term Unitarian. Christian:
and, as I am one myselt, and on
this account left the church, to
which  this gentleman belongs, 1f

and many ’o'th'ers understand by

the term Unitarian Christians.
The term Christian does not re-
quire long explanatian; by it is
meant a: believer in Christ: and,.

as the believers in Christ are di-

vided into-a variety of sects, the
term Unitarian has been applicd
to one sect, which believes, that
one only God exists 1rr one person,
in opposition to these Christians,
who believe that one God .cxists,
but- in several persons. The
Christians, who believe. that the
one God exists in several persons,
attribute differcnt names and guali-

‘ties to these persons :: the Unita-

rian Christian believes that pera.
son only is God, who is styled

he means by churchman, a mem- Jehovah in the Old Testament,
ber of the church of England, I and ii -the. New Testament, the
shall in few words state, what I God and Father of Jesus Christ..

determination to the traders; and told them, that if they continued obstinate,
they would put it into execution the next morning. In this they kept their word,
They brought sixty-six guns to hear upon the town: and fired on it for three

hours. Not a shot was returned. A canoe then went cff, to offer terms of
accommedation. The parties however not agreeing, the firing re-commenced;

more damage was done, and the natives were forced into submission, There
were no certain accounts of their loss. Report said that fifty were killed, but some
were seen lying badly wounded, and others in the agonies of death, by those who
went afeerwards on shore.” Clarkson’s Hist. of Abo). ii. 361.
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By a Unitarign Christian, I mean
then a believer in Christ, who
belicves one person only to be
God: if there is any thing irra-
tional in this belief, it becomes
your correspondent, the ehurch-
man, to point-it out: but he ap-
pears to me to-have brought vari-
ous subjects forward, which may
be matters of opinion.among Uni-
tarian or other Christians, ;but
which have nothing to do with
the present argument. Let us
examine his six important points,
on. which he endeavours Lo rest his
argument. : :
Ist. 'The scriptures are fully
equal to complete instruction in
rehgion, though not inspired..
Unitarians, in common with
many other Christians, believe the
scriptures to be fully equal to
complete instruction.
tion of the inspiration of the scrip-
tures 1s held differently, by dif~
ferent Christians: and upon this
hcad I may entertain: my own
epinions,. which have nothing to
do with my sentiments,
Unitarian Christian.. I object
therefore to the intreduction of
the terms, ¢ though notinspired;”
and the churchman is to prove,
that we Unitarians are irrational,
because we believe, that the scrip-
tures are fully equal to complete
Instruction 1n religion. On this
ground I am willing to meet him:.
nay I will go farther; for I assert,
that no other writings but the

SCriptures are fully equal to com«

Rlete instruction in.religion. Un-
der this head 1. find, that . the
¢churchman bas iutroduced
Rames of Dr. Pucstley and MMr.
Belsham, with a. view, I presume,
o fasten upon Unitarians some

Particular tencts of these gentle-.

The quesa.

as al.

the,
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men. Once for all then I'am to
observe, that 1 became an Uniw
tarian, before I knew either of
these gentlemen ; and that . the
only thing. 1 recollect of the for-
mer gentleman, previous to the
change of my rcligious opinions,
is, that, when I was anundergra-
duate .in the University of Cam~
bridge, I composed -a thesis in op~
position ‘0 Dr. Prnestley’s book on
Matter and Spirit, and main-
tained . a disputacdion in the public
schools, against the opinions of the
celcbrated doctor. It wasmnot till E
had quitted the church, that I be-
came a reader of Dr. Priestley’s re-~
ligious works : and afteswards I:had
the pleasure of considerable .in«
tercourse with him, which I shall
always recollect with increasing’
satisfaction. W hatever religious
knowledge I may bhave derived
from other writers, besides thoss
of the scriptures, must be attrie
buted chiefly to the bishops Law
and Watson, the doctors Jebb.and:
Paley, and my very excellens
fiiends Mr. Pandscy and Mr. Tyz=
whitt. |

2. The second point, insisted
upon by the churchman, to prove
that Unitarian Christians are not
rational Chnistians 1s, that hu-
man actions are all under the
law of necessity, awm yet subject
men hercafter to punishment.

On this I shall obscrve only,.
that the doctrine of necessity is
differently understood and exn
plained by various Christians,
whether Unitamans or not; and:
that, whether the necessarian or
libertarian be right, the Unitarian
Christian: has, as am Unitarian,.
nothing at all to do withit.. For
my part,. I cannot allow it to be a:
question, in which Christians
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gcneral are more conterned than
kHeathens, Mahometans or Jews.

3. The third point introduced
by the Churchman, is, that, al-
though every thing proceeds un-
det the strict law of necessity,
miracles have been performed.

- To this I observe, that the
words, ¢¢ although every thing
procceds under the strict law of
necessity,”> have nothi'yy to do
with the question. I believe, i1n
common with Unitarian and other
Christians, “that miracles. have
been performed ; and, if this sub-
jects us to the disgrace of being
irrational, the churchman must
bring us some arguments, before

we accede to the opinion.

4. The fourth point, laid down
by the churchman is, that, not-
withstanding the present state of
the world, it was the object of
the mission of Jesus Christ to
reform the world.

1 shall observe here only, that
the reformation of the world was
assuredly an objcct of the mission
of Jesus Christy but not the sole
object : and the present state of
the world 18 no more an argu-
ment that. this object will not be
accomplished, than that a build-
ing -will not be raised, because
only the foundations are scen.
‘That much remains to be done,
‘1 will, without any difliculty, al-
low ; but, from the mcere view of
mankmd from the days of Christ
to the present, I perceive a very
great amclioration in their state;
and I cannot deny, that his church
is far superior to the temples, in
which the most degrading worship
was paid to avaricty of idols, and
the filthiest rites were paid to ob-
scene deitices.

Unitarz'ans Ratfonal Christians.

5. The fifth argument, brou,v,he
by the churchman is, that marn,
although purely material, Shalr
be raised from the decad.

Here I must object to the in.
troduction of the terms, ¢ al.
though purely material,” as bemg
irrelevant to the question. The
Unitarjan believes that man, whe-
ther material or not, shall be raised
from the dead ; and the church.
man 1s to shew the absurdity of
this opinion, before he can prove
us to be irrational. _As to all the
metaphbysics of the churchman,
I reject them altogether. - 1 believe
that we shall rise from the dead,
becaude Jesus rose from the dead
and eommissioned his messengers
to proclaim the doetrine of the
resurrcction to the world.

6. The sixth point brought for-
ward by the churchman, is, that,
the phenomena of nature may
be reconciled with the system of
optimism.

Whethier this may OF may not
be the case, 1 leave the optimist
to consider. The Unitarian Chris-
tian has nothing to do with 1it.

And now, Sir, give me leave
through you to call upon your
correspondent the churchman, to
come forward boldly and candid-
ly. If he means to attack Uni-
tarians, let him attack thcm as
such : but I am very much in-
clined to believe, that this church-
man does not so much wish to
discredit the opinions of the Uni-
tarians, as through them-to sut-
vert the foundwtmns of our camn-
mon Christianity.

I remain, Sir,
| Your constant reader,

. A U\H’l ARI AN CHRISTY ‘\N
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THEOLOGICAL ERRORS - IN NICHOLSON’S
ENCYCLOPEDIA.”

‘“ NEW BRITISK

To the Editor of the

sir, London, May 10, 1808.
Amidst the encroachments of
pseudo-orthodoxy on every side,
it is pleasant to perceive that the
republic of letters is as yet toler-
ably free from its irruptions. This
is a perpetual topic of lamentation
. to the orthodox, one* of whom
has proclaimed the majority of
those who, in this country, pursue
literature as a profession to be
unbelievers,—that 1s, unbelievers
in John Calvin’s peculiarities ;
and another + has gone about to
explain (admitting the fact) why
“ Evangelical Religion”> (Cal-
vinism) is disagrecable to ¢ men
of taste.”- The fact and the
outcry upon it are honourable to
literature. The study of letters
paved the way for the Reforma-
tion the general diffusion of
knowledge promises to accomplish,
though gradually and silently,
further theological umprovements.
Scarcely a year passes but learn-
ing and science pay some tribute
to rational religion.  The literati
and men of science are seldom
found in the ranks of high church-
men or methodists. It 1s a rare
spectacle for oune that cultivates
the Belles Lettres, for instance,
to be found studying at the ta-
bernacle.}
But I wish to advert particu-
larly to the circumstance of our
periodical works, such as maga-

Monthly Repository.

zines, reviews and encyclopedias,
being chiefly under the direction
of gentlemen of liberal theological
principles. The latter works have,
I am proud to observe, abounded
of late, so as to rank amongst our
most popular literary produc-
tions; and all these repositorics
of gencral knowledge that have
come undcr my notice, are ex-
tremely rational m their morals
and theology,. ‘The religious ar-
ticles in Dr. Rees’s Cyclopedia,
are among the best parts of that
excellent work. ‘I would refer the
reader especially, to some mas-
terly gencral observations on
biblical criticism, under the
word Accommodation. Dr. Gre-
gory’s Dictionary, of which &
speak only from conjecture, can-
not contain any thing unworthy
of a friend of Wakefield’s.. From
Mr. Good’s Pantologia, we may -
expect the same manly sense and
liberal sacred erudition that is dis-
played in the life of Geddes.
Even Mr. Brewster’s work, which
professes, no doubt, ad captandum
vulgus, rigid orthodoxy .in reli-
gion and politics, is said to be in
good bands. -And Mr. Nichol-
son’s breathes throughout a philo-
sophical spirits

While 1 pay this compliment to
Mr. Nicholson’s ¢ New British
Encyclopedia,” I wish to point out
two érrors which have come in my

* See Hall's sermon on modern infidelity. + See Essays by John Foster.
 Some readers will understand my allusion.. - It is truly pleasant to see ¢ Saul
among the propnets,”—to hear a quendam minister of Jacobinism (as it was then

called) culogizing thé éest of Kings at a Royal Institution

a once zealous

teacher of rational religion, sighing amongst the disciples of George Whitficld,
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way in looking over. the religious
'utxcles, not fm the sake of de-
preciating its nature, but of calling
the attention of the conductor
t0 a department of the work,
which, though filled up on a li-
beral plan, scems to have becn
exccuted hitherto hdstxly, if mot
incompetently.

Under the head Arians, ‘the
principal writers of ¢that denomie
nation are specificd. The article
thus concludes: ¢ Dr. Price fas
beer [is] one of the last writers in
‘behalf of this doctrine: in his
- sermons ¢ On the Christian Doc-
trine,” will be found anable defence
of low Arianism. See also a tract

published in 1805, by -Basanistes.” -

Few rcaders would be able to
find out the tract thus loosely re-
ferred to no title, no pub-
disher : and all would suppose
that 1t contained a defence, or
exposition, atleast, of the Arian
hypothesis. No such thing. The
pamphlet does not at all relate to
Arianism : it 15 an ironical attempt
ta prove- the divinity of Moses,
and the . quaternity of the God-
head. It is certainly ingenious,
but irony on so serious a subject 1
isay be thought misplaced, and
irony through'nearly twe hundred
-pages cannot fail of becoming
wearisome.  As a jeu d’esprit,
-this argumentum ad absurdum
4els very well m the ¢ Table of
Fwvidences of the Divinity of
Moscs,”
Blunt's Six More Letters to Gran-
ville Sharp ;?? but this wirc-draw-
ing of the joke is as dull as the
second volume of the < Maiseries
of Human life.” 'The public are,
it one may conclude so from their
silence, of this opinion. | ‘The
iract howevu is curious. It was
written I believe. by an Upi-

1 .

ontroversies.

appended to ¢ Gregory:

mainder are Arians ;

tarian Clergyman. The title is,
“« AIPESEQN ANAETATIS, or,
A New Way of Deciding Old
By B}asamstes.
Johnson, 1805.”

Whether I have given a true
chavacter of this pamphlet or not,
the refefence to it in Mr. N}Ch01~
son’s Encyclopedia is a proof
either of great ignorance or of
culpable haste; and the error
should be .acknowledged in the
next part of the work.

The account of the Baptists is
drawn up in a truly Catholic tem-
per. A well deserved compli.
ment’is paid to the late Mr. Ro-
binson of Cambridge, to which is
subjoined a glowing antlclpatlon?
which would have done honour
even to ‘Robinson’s pen, of * that
happy day, when no man shall be
excladed from the right hand of
fellowshxp, because he cannot
believe in dogimas of self-created
censors, and who cannot join in
the cercmonies, for which there is
no direct sanctlon in the New
Testament.” But the conclusion
of the article contains a striking
mis-representation. ¢ The Bap-
tists - in  England,” it is said,
¢ form one of the thrce denomi-
nations of Protestant Dissenters,
and are divided into particular
and general ; the former are Cal-
vinistical and Trinitarians-; the
latter are Arminians, and somc
very few Arians, but the greater
part are Unitarians with regard to
the person of Christ, considering
him as a man, the son of Joseph
and Mary.” Thc General Baptists
will consider themselves wronged
by this statement. They are, it

is true, Arminiaas, but one half

at lcaal of themn are T'rinitarians;

and more than one half of the re-
and of the
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Umtzmans amongst them some

belicve in the mlraculous concep-

“tion of Jesus by the Virgin Mary.
This latter point indeed is quite
distinct from Unitarianism. Dr.

Lardner received the popular doc-
trine, and yet no oue will deny .

that he was an Unitarian, -

The mistake may have arisen
from a sermon preached before the
Gepcral Baptists at their Annual
Assembly a year ago, by Mr. A.
Bennett, in which, aftev Mr.
Stone, he errdeavours to prove
that Jesus was the son of Joseph.

301

This discourse was published, and

‘the occasion of its publication re-

futes the above statement, for it
appeared in print in consequence
of having given great offence at the

‘time of dellvery.

I point out these errors, Sir,
not as belonging to any party, but
from aloveof truthand correctness,
and from a wish to see an excel-
lent work (which I believe Mr.
Nicholson’s to be) freed from
these little blemishes. )

Iam, - 2
A GENERAL READER.

DR. TOULMIN, QN THE ‘ LIFE OF SOCINUS.”” . ,

A

To the Editor of the ﬂfontbly Repasztory.

| Bzrmmglzam,

SIR, 5th April, 1808.
You will give me leave, through
the channel of your interesting
Miscellany, to inform your cor-
respondent S. P. in the last Num-
ber, p. 142, 143, that ¢¢ The
Life of Socinus,’” which is in his
possession, is a translation of the
1dentical biographical memoirs by
the Polish Knight, PRZIPER-
covius, which first suggested to
me the design of writing the
memoirs of that sigular man.
The translator was Mr. Jonwn
Bivpre, the. father of ¢he Eng-
lish Unitarians. The initials of
his names, J. B. are, S. P. willfind
on inspection, subjoined to the
Preface. 1 have a copy of it
bound up with Mr. Biddie’s Ca-
techisms and his other Tracts.
Among these is a translation of a
Tract by Joachim Stegman, a
German Unitarian, , afterwards
%\‘mmpal of the Umversxty at
acow ; entitled ¢“ Brevis Dis-
VoL, xIl. 2

Moon.

CuUssSIO :*>’> or a Brlef Inquny
touching a better way, that is
commonly made use of to refute
ParisTs and ' reduce Pro-
TESTANTS to a certainty and
unity in Rernicion.””  This
piece was also printed for Riclard
Attheendof itis a ¢ Ca-
talogue of Bookssold by RicHARD
Mooxn, at the Seven Stars, in St.
Payl’s Church Yard.” This cir-
cumstance, I conceive, is a strohg
presumption, if not a direct proof
that there was such a person as
Mr. Maon, a bookseller. To this
bé it added, the minute.descrip-
tion of his residence, as near the
great North-door of St. Paul’s
Church. He was also the puba~
lisher of several other Tm.cts
that came from Mr. Biddle’s
pen. It appears, however, as
S. P. remarks, that the friends of
free inquiry .in those times, were
under a necessity of \ adopting
““ expedienfs. to preserve thegi
selves from the animadversions of
R
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their illiberal and persecuting
neighbours.”  No publisher’s ar

printer’s name appears in the title-
page of some of Mr. Biddle’s car-
liest Tracts. And 1 observe that,
in looking into the volumes of a
collection Cof pieces, called ¢ The
Unitarian Tracts,” that appeared
at the end of the 17th and begiu-
ning of the 18th century, from
about the year 1691 to 1707, no

-State of Rational Rcligion in-Americq. ~

printer or pubnshcr is notified,
Under such c¢ircumstances, it iy

.no wonder 1f truth makes a very

slow progress in the world. Angd
we learn to reflect with pleasure’
and with gratitude to Prowdcucc,
that we have fallen into times
moré propitious to the investiga-
tion, profession and spread of it.

I am Sir, your’s, &ec.

JOSHUA TOULMIN,

{

AN ACCOUNT OF THE

STATE OF RATIONAL RELIGION

IN. AME-

RICA BY AN UNITARIAN Mll\leFR, WHO TRAVELLED

IN THAT

-

COUXNTRY.

SIR, '
Upon the authority - of Mr.
-Christie, in your account of Uni-
tarianisni in America®, you make
Mr. Freeman’s ordination at Bos-
ton to have happenéd &bout fifty
years agn. 'This 1s an egregious
mistake. ‘For we have not yet
scen qutte twenty years since that
event took place.  But, before I

proceed farther, you will. suffer.

anc to relate some previous circuin-
stances.  Mr. Freeman was a
young man, when he was chosen
by his Church to be what they
thon called their reader. As he
cherished a generous love of truth,
and was courteous, sociable, and
fucndly, and always open to con-
viction, he became a member of
the Bostonian Association of Mi-
nisters, who regularly assemblcd
every Monday and freely con-
wersed upon all subjects, cvery
one, declaring his sentiments with-
out offending or being offended.
Doctqn's (,hauucey Mather and
Lathrop, and Messrs. Clarke, Eve-

Fit, Ehot, and Smith, toxmed the

G 3

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

principal part of that venerable
band of brothers, who were true
whigs of the old stamp, and who,
whilst they displayed the most
amiable manners in their mutual
Intercourse, were firmly united in
Christian fellowship. They indi-
vidually agrced to - differ, and
maintained this moral and truly
religious principle, that every man
sizould be fully persuaded wn hs
own mind. Some of them, there-
fore, studied the writings of Pricest-
ley, Whilst otliers of them to,whom
these writings were not so- familiar,
expressed no sort of enmity when
they incidentally heard what were
the leading doctrines which' he
taught. * Such was the state of
things at Boston, in- the year
1783." In that year, Mr, Frée-
man’s congregation, who had been
trained up in all the tenets of
high-churchism, were solicitous
to have him receive episcopal or-
dination.. But, he would not
subscribe, the 39 Articles, Dor
could he submit his conscience t0
the demination and capriclou
55 ; '
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dxctatcs of a blshop The bishop
therefore refused to engage'in the
service, to which Mr. Frecman,
upon his own terms, -would have
gladly acceded. "T'his conduct of
tho overseer led Mr., Freceman to
think more deeply upon the sub-
ject than bhe had wusually done.
The affair became the topic of
general conversation. Most of the

Jostonians were advocates for Mr.,
Freeman. Buat, Mr. Parker, a
high priest bvlongmo to the first
eplscopal Church, e¢xerted hima
self to the utmost against him,
though with little success, as there
was no cstablishment thcrc nor
any Doctors” Commmons, to punish
him according to. thelr arbitrary
decisions, hom a merciful regard
to his soul, and a pious discbaroe
of that supreme homage which is
ever, perfas et nefas, due to the
friends of the Church.

About this particular crisis, a
gentleman from this country, who
had suffcred much for his attach-
ment to the American cause, and
who had his share of that evil re-
port, which the orthodox usually
circulate amongst their brethren
acainst Ummnans, embarked for
America with his family, which
his friecnds humeorously told him
was his land of promise, After
spending some months in the sous
thern Statos he arrived at Boston
ghc 15th of Mdy, 1784 : and hav.
Ing a l(ttex to Mr. Elot, who ree.
ceived him with great kindncss,
he was introduced on that very
d'ly to the Association. The ve-
nerable C}muncey, at whose house
it happenod to ‘be held, entered
into a famnlmr conversation with
him, and. shcwed him every possi-
ble respect, as he learned that he
had been acqu'untcd \vnh Dr.
Price, Without knowing at the

-
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time any thmo' “of the occasion
which led to it, ordination hap+
pened to be th_e general subject
of discourse.  After the different
gentlemen had severally delivered
their opinions, the stranger was
requested to declare his senti-
ments; who ubnhesitatingly re-
plied, that the pcople, or the cona
gregation, who chose any man to
be their minister, werc his proper
ordatners.  Mr. Freeman, upon
hearing this, jumped from his
seat in a kind of transport, saying,

‘“ ] wish you eould prove that, Sir.”

The gentleman, whom | shall in
futare call Beregnus, answered
that few things could admit of an
easier proof: and from that mo-

‘ment a thorough intimacy com-

menced between him and Mr,
Frceman. ~ Soon after; the Boston
prints heing under no RGTING =
tur, he publi‘shed several letters
in supporting the cause of Mr,
Freeman. At the solicitation of
Mr. Freeman, he also published
a scriptural confutation of the
39 Articles. Notice being circu=_
lated that this publlcatlon would
appear on a particular day, the
printer, apprized of this circums
stance, threw offabove a hundred
papers beyond his usual number,
and had not one paper remaining
upon his hands at noon, Thl,;:
publication, in its conscquences,
converted Mr. I'reeman’s congrea

gation into an Unitarian Church,
which, as Mr. Frecman rcepeate
cdly acknowledged, could never .
have been done without the labour:.
of Bereanus. A commitltee was
appointed to yeform the book of

Common Prayer, and to strika

out all thoye passages which sa
voured of Trinitarian worship,
This object being pursued with
great deliberation, the oxdmatwg'
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of Mr. Freeman by his congrega-
tion, did' not take place befme
the end of the year 1788, and this
congregatlon 1s now as ﬂourlshmg
since it has learned . to say sump-
~simus, as it had fmmerly been
under its old mumpsimus. Thus,
then, 700 or 800 people, who
bad becen aecustomed to wor-
ship three gods, and to believe
one of these, as consisting of two
persons, to be in reality two gods,
are now become so cnlightened as
to worship only the One God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But, to say something more of
B., he passed the preceding year
in Pennsylvania, and Maryland.
In his way from New York, he
preached, at their request, to the
House of Commoéns belonging to
New Jersey. He next preached r
Unitarianism with acceptance, at
Philadelphia, to some orthodox
churches, and might have done
so to this day, had not some cun-
ning oncs and busy bodies circu-
lated the report that the worship of
the great goddess' Diana was in
danger. He afterwards repeatedly
preached to a numerous congre-
gation at New London, where no

e\ccptlons were made to his doc-.

trines, but handsome compliments
paid to him by his principal audi-
tors. At the partcular recom-
‘mendation of his truly catholic
and hospitable friend Dr. Ewing,
he prcached also at Carlisle,
where there was then a vacancy,
and an expectancy of 400 guineas
a.year to the preacher who should
be chosen to fill it up. But, the
zealous Dr. Dufficld of Philadel.
~phia, had taken care to send off

his character before him as an
~ heretic, with such additional sug
gestions of his own as orthodoxy
uuually supphos, He therefore

State of Rational . Religion in America.

appeared hefore a prejudging ay.
dience. But, ‘after he had
preached twice,  the endeavours
of Dr. Duffield not being deemed
sufficiently efficacieus, General
Armstrong applied to a Mr.
Lynn in the neighbourhood, to
appear there the following Sun.

‘day, and to take a part of the

services of the day. Lynn was
punctually obedient to the com.-
mands of his master. He ascended
the pulpit with rancour in his
countenance.  He bitterly de.
claimed against all heresy, and
warned a “thousand pcople who
stood beftore him to be armed
against the greatest danger which
then threatencd them, a greater

~danger than all the evils of the

late war, the introduction of he
y by foreigners.  Such was his
modesty, forbearance, and cha.

‘rity, and such his rude treatment

of a stranger, who, to his own
hurt, had released some hundreds
of his countrymen from a loatha
some _prison, and from famine,"
But, notwithstanding the indefa-
tloable exertions of Lynn, B. might
hdve remained at Calhsle, if he
wouid have subscribed the confes-
sion of faith, as far as it was
agreeable to the word of God.
To this suggestion he replied, that
he came there a free man, that
he would continue such as long as
he lived, that he would give way
to nothing which had the most
distant resemblance to trimming,
and that he would not even sub-
scribe those things which he most
firmly behevcd' lest he might
throw a stumbling block 1n his
brother’s way. He therefore took
his leave of his friends at Carlisle,
rather too hastily, it was after-
wards said, as Dr. Ewing was 10~
formed, t}mt, if he had remained
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there a fortnight longer, he would
have been accepted upon his own
terms, and been appointed a Prine
cipal of the College.  Such is fre-
quently the course of human af-
fairs. _

B. afterwards travelled  into
Maryland, where he preached in
a quondam Episcopalian Church,
using his own prayers, and de-
claring to a numecrous audicnce
what he believed to be the doc-
trincs of the New Testament. He
might probably have settled there,
had not some diflicu:tics arisen
concerning an Unitarian liturgy,
and had he not been seized with a
violent fever, which brought hirn
to-the brink of the grave. During
his illpess, he received the most
Christian treatment; and the most
generous and affectionate hospita-
lity at the house of a Mr. Earl,
for whom and his son-1n-law, an
excellent physician, he has ever
since retained the most grateful
and heart-felt remembrance.

In the succeeding winter, he
preached a serles of sermons on
the cvidences for the truth of
Christianity, at the Common Hall
of the University of Philadelphia,
which, to the honour of America,
is open to all preachers, to what-
ever sect they belong. At first
the place was well filled. But
afterwards, through the artifices
of those who ncver attended, the
audience was greatly diminished,
though Dr. Ewing from his pulpit
had strenuously recommended the
lecture to his hearcis.  Dr. Car-
son, a medical gentleman, was
anxious to have the sermons pub-
lished, and offered to this purpose
to procure 500 subscribers. But
B, with grateful acknowledgments
declined the proposal, as his com-
Pliance would bave detained him
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longer at ‘Philadelphia than he
then wished to continue there.
Before he left the place, however,
he published Dr. Priestley’s Ap-
peal, &c. to which he prefixed
three short addresses of' his own.
It was purposcly contrived that
thisspicce should be ready for sale
on the first day of the meeting of
the Synod. Somec alarmists ac-
cordingly, having heard the awful
tidings, introduced the subject
into their venerable body, which
was considered of such high imne
portance, that it occupied their
whole attention during two days
of their sitting. At last, Dr,
Sprout made a motion, to address
a printed circular letter to their
respective flocks, to introduce into
the letter extracts of all the here<
sies contained 1n the book, and
solemnly to guard their hearers
against the reading of it,” -The
Dr. was seconded by a lcarned
auctioncer  belonging to his
Chyrch. But M. Lynp, al.
ready neticed, and the father pro.
bably of Dr. Lynn, Dr. Pricstley’s
feeble antagonist, sceing farther
into the consequences of such g
measure than Dr. Sprout, opa
posed the motion, shrewdly ob.
serving, that such a letter would
awaken a general curiosity, and
instcad of suppressing the heresy
would spread it far and ncar, and
be the occasion of driving those
very persons into heresy w,hou}
they intended to guard against it.
But, though Mr. Lynn carricd
bis point, bis argwments did not,
scem conclusive to all his brea
thren.  I'or, one clergyman, who
lived 150 wmiles froin Philadela
phia, returned home so. full of the
subject, that he preached tho
whole of the following Sunday
against the heresy, and earnestly
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cautioned his hearers never to look
ito so pcisonous a book. This
proceeding so whetted their cu-
riosity, that the very weck after
they had 57 copies of it imported
into their township. So well
founded was the remark of Mr.
Lynn. In short, the labours of
B. laid the foundation of Unita-
rianism 11 that country, he having
Aeft behind Lim some warm frlcnds
to the cause wherever he went.
At Philal lphia, he was much at-
tached to the Vaughan family, to
Dr. Fwing, profcssor Mr. James
Davidson, Dr. Carson, Mr. Jus.
tice Rtbh, Mr. Tenche Coxe,
General Irvine, Mr. Porter, &c.,
who treuted him with brotherly
affection. Thdre was only one
man there of whom he complained,
who, upon his first introduction to
him, paid him some fulsome flat-
tary, and expressed his anxious
wish that they could have many
such men in that country. This
was the ¢elebrated Dr. Rush, who
. afterwards told him that he was
satisficd ‘with the religion of his
ancestors, and abused Dr. Ewing
for the f{riendly regards he had
shewn him.

Bereanus afterwards proceeded
to Boston as we have alrcady
seen. Ho preached repcatedly
there the Thursday’s Lecture, and
to many -congregations in that
Lity lic also preached at Dor-
chester, Jamaica Plain, Wey-
mouth, Marshficld, bcnua‘w,
I*rovidence, Salem, Halawecll,
&c. At Old IhnOham, \\here

the venerable Mr. (:ndy was the

pastor, he preached above forty
times, and the noble- minded ge-
neral Lincoln was one of his 1200
hearvers.  ‘This congregation was
founded 1635. They, with their
minister, fled from the pcxbuu-

-to flow from an honest mind.
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tion of the detestable house of
Stuart, and scttled in this place
which was' then a wﬂdemcss.
What is very remarkable is, that
from that period until the year
1786, the space of 151 yecars,
this congregation had only three
mmlsters the last of them, Mr,
Gay, ‘having bcen their pastor
above 70 years.‘ The friendly
and enlightened Mr. Shute was
the minister of New Hingham,
and Dr. Barnes the minister of
one of the Marshficld Churches,
who was also a liberal man,
Many other Churches might be
mentioned, from which the Cal-.
vinistic gloom 15 gradually dis-
persing.  But, I must particu-
larly notice Salem. There was
there one thoroughdox congrega-
tion, which was not in a very
flourishing state. There were also
three hrge congregations, where
Unjtarian ministers were generally
heard with acceptance. One of
these, indeed, became.wholly Uni-
tarian 1n a little time, through
the fearless and mdefatloab}e la.
bours of Mr. Bemley, a very
learned man, and an unbiassed

. and «trenuous advocate for what

appeared to him to be the gaod
word of truth accordmg to the
gospel. The two others wecre
mostly Arians. Mr. Bamard an
hospitable, open-hcarted  man,
who readily entered into the
circumstances of a stranger, was
the minister of the second of these
churches, and had so well in-
structed his flock, that nothing was
offcnsivé to them which dpp(‘aICd
Mr.
Dar by, a rich merchant, rendered
the third respectable by his cours
tcous and "bountiful disposition.
B. often preached to theése con-
,:)ommons, and was treated \mh



civility by them all. Bésides
‘Unitarianism becoming now the
subject of much conversation far
“and near, he found many friends
in al'nost all places, though the
majority were not in his favour.
Necar Portland, in-his way to’
Kennebec, he was sought out by
Mr. Thatcher, an enhghtened
member of Congress who pre-
ferred truth to all the world.
Being requested by him to lend
him a sermon of which he had

heard, 'and to give him leave to

publish it, he readily acquiesced.
The sermon, which was on the
Mystery of Godliness, was im-
mediately  printed, and 400
copies of it sold in one week.
People in this country cannot well
couceive, what a rapid progress
truth may make where there are
"'no establishments, nor any tem-
* poral emoluments to fetter the
- mind against it. A little seed
sown may be so productivein three
or four years, as to furnish a sup-
ply to the greatest part of a whole
country. 'The appeal published
at Philadelphia was found at
Kennebec the year following,
and, there is every reason to
expect, that in thirty or forty
years more the whole of Massa-
chusets will be Unitarian.

Such were the labours of B.
In America,
- four years. He saw the doctrines
ef the Bible taking root, and ac-
quirtng every day a more exten-

The Napoleon Decree for a Fi enckh. Umver:zty

during a residence of
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sive sproad He thgrefure would
have gladly remained in that
country, to carry on the cause in
which he had long laboured.
But after laying a foundation on
which a spacious superstructure
has ever since been growing up,
he finding his finances exhausted,
was compelled to return to this
country, where some, even of his
quondam Unitarian friends, whilst
they congratulated him upon his
successful transatlantic services,
gave him but a cool reception.

"~ Our fashion is to expend large
sums of money 1n training up
young menr for the ministry, and
to desert those who have spent
their best days in our service, or.
to suffer them to sink unpitied
under the burden of age and ina
firmities, whilst we follow our
Ppleasures, or act only upon the
spur of caprice. I devoutly wish
for the spread of Unitarianism.
But I wish also to see Unita-
rians maintain a consistent cha-
racter as the followers of their
blesscd Master, and to~ make
their light to shine. I am sorry,
when any of them disgrace their
profession, by generally absenting
themselves from the publicwor-
ship, or by turning their backs
upon a little flock, and attendibg
the tdol temple in those places
where all the rich and the fashion-
able resort to it.

AN OLD UNITARIAN

THE NAPOLEON DEGREE FOR A FRENCH UNIVERSITY.,

-

o

To the Editor of the ]Wout/zl_z/ Repoz’tory.

~_ SIR,
I read with much: concern,
but without ‘much aétomshment,

being not much accustomed to
consider the French cmpcror‘&s‘,
the patron of liberty, cither civil



308

br religious, the Napoleon-decree,
for the constitution of an Imperial
university, as it appears In the
Atheneum of this month.—The
fundamental principle ¢f this
decree is, *¢ that public instruc-
tion, throughout the empire, is
canfided exclustvely to the uni-
versity 5 that no schosl or esta-
bliskment for instructon of any
kind, can be formed apart from
it, or without the authorization
of its HEAD; that no onc can
open a school, or teach publicly,
without being a member and gra-
duate of it.>* This even goes
down so low, as ‘¢ the little pri-
mary schools, in which children
are taught to read, write,- and
cast accounts.”—The basis of
instruction, in al/l' these schools,
(with two exceptions as to the

first articles) arc, ¢ the precepts of.

the Catholic religion ; fidelity to
the Emperor, and THE NaPro-
LEON DYNASTY; obedicnce to
the statutes
the object of which is uniformity
of instruction, tending to form
for the state, citizens attached to
their religion, their prince, their
country, and their family.”—The
primary regulation of the univer-
- sity is, that ¢ the provisors and
censors of the lycecums, the prin-
cipals and regents of colleges, as
well as the under-masters in these
schools, shall be RESTRICTED
TO CELIBACY, and to living in
common. NoO wWoMAN can be
lodged or received in the interior
of lyceums or colleges.” —¢ No.
thing shall be printed regarding
the studies, discipline, and con-
ditions of schools, without the
inspection and approbation of the
rectors and council of academices;
WHO MAY SHUT UP those in.
“stitutions in which principles con-

relative to tcaching.

~

¥ke Napoleon Decree for & Frenth University.

trary to those professed by the
university shall prevail.”>—Last.
ly, ¢ We reserve t0 'OURSELVES
the power of REFORMING, by
means of deerces adopted in:our
council, every decision, statute,
or act, emapating from the coun-
cil of* the university.”

On rcading the above, the first
/1dea that came into my mind was,
that your friend the Christian
Philanthropist would immediate-
ly, with a virtuous indignation,
give up his hero, as the patron
of Christian liberty. DBut how
much, Mr. Editor, was I sur-
prised to find from his pen a
laboured apology for this very-
decree. He acknowledges indeed,
that the business of education is
almost entirely entrusted to the
Catholic clergy; but says he,
‘¢ he allows of Protestant univer-
sities.”” This i1s a mistake, there
is but one university; under which
there 1s a faculty of theology
m every (near 90) metropolitan
churches, and therec is one at
Strasburgh, ‘and one at Geneva,
(as ncar the borders as possible,)
for the reformed religion, that is,
for ‘the presbyterian  Calvinist
church ; in other words, for the
secondary cstablishinent under the
concordat.—lle goes on to ob-
serve, (for all his arguinents are in
the way of comparison with abuses
In other countries,) that *¢ there is
no test established in France,
for admission into civil offices.”
True; butif nobody is to be cdu~
cated but as the emperor directs,
he has no subsequent occasién for
a test act.—Ie professes to sce
no difference between ordering a
uniformity of books, '&c. through -
all the schools; and the univer-
sity of Oxford appointing what
books arc to be rcade Now 1 am
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not dxsposed to ~defend the uni-
'wrsxty of Oxford ; but it is ob-
vious that there is this great. dif-
ference.in the present case, that
the English seminary (as I suppose

directs what books are to be read
in the course of education pur-
sued within its wallsg but it does
not interfere with other places of
education. Jn the charity schools
supported by members of the. es-
tablished church, the church-ca-
techism 4s used 3 but there is no
interference wlth the catechisms,
or other books used in other cha-
rity-schools, “The Philanthropist
here treats his reader with some
yery Just wﬂvptlons on the misa
takes of well-meaning persons in
the education of their children
but thcy only serve to lead the
reader astray from the main ques-
tion, which is, ‘the enormous in-
fnnorement .on - the rights .of pa.
rents, which * has dlCtﬂt( ‘d  the
whole of the French dcu'ce—-

L]
O
N -~

TUE PERSECUTPION . OF VALENTINUS GENTILIS FOR

cclibacy in Portugal,

con Civil Governiment,

He ie very ready to celcbrate-his.
hera for” abolishing receptacles of .
at the very
moment. that he js establxshmg

-themr-al over France.
do all others, established or not)-

These enormitics, Mr. E ditOT
grievously affect every man ¢¢ uho
feels ‘that religious is far superior
to civil liberty3’” and who sces
and laments that, contrary to his
former hopes, hoth are not only
cramped, but absclntely annihi.
lated by ¢¢ the beast” whom the
Christian Phl]anlhr()plbt appears
¢ ta worship.”

Will you permit me, Mr. Edi-
tor, to conclude. by ecarnestly re-
commending to your readers, the
perusal of Dr. Priestley’s Essay
Scet, v,
{p. 76—109) in which he treats,
m a masterly and unanswerable

manner, of the perunicious eflects

of an quthoritative code of edu-
cation. I am, Sir,
o - Vg F.

o~

HERETICAL

OPINIONS CONCERNING THE TRINILY.

‘ To the Editor of the NIOntﬁly Re})oéit,(;rj."

SR, March 23, 1808.
Sowme months ago you cave usan
account of the conduct of Calren
in the persecution of Servetust.
1 have no disposition to n,ndwate
bim in that n.atter.  But it may
tend to mitigate the scverity of
censure cast upon that great man,
to consider the (wncrdl spirit of
the times in w hl(ll he hived, and
o be acquainted with other simi.
lar facts, occabmnod by the gyoa:.
error then gcne:ail) prevalent,—
That bla&.phmny ought to be pu.

* See M. Repos. vol. i. pp. 349,
YoL, 111,

nished with death, I have lately
met with an old br)ml\ dnd 1 pre-
sume” a scarce one, (tm never
heard uf 1 bctare) which contains
an account of the tragical death
of Valentinus Gcntzlm, at Bern,
in Switzerland onom'ﬂl) written
in Latin, and tianslated into Enge
hsh ip ;lrc' year 1696, by some one
who appcars pus)sessed of a perse-
cuting &pirit, in - no common’ dee
mve".md who discovers a partis
Cular wpm- hruu"h the ‘whole,
against Dr. ;S/mluclc, whuae T
‘ s

449, §08; and vol. ii. p. 34

2 5



‘$10 “The Perseention of Valentinus Gentilis for heretieal Opinions,

his pretendéd vindication of the doctrine

» - e . R T
. ¥ilnents he représents as equall
" Ak pre qually .of the ever-blessed Trinity; A. D. 1690,

. ®bnoxious with thése of the above

heretie. 1 should be glad if any

of your readers ¢ould give some

information concernipng the editor
and translator of this book, whom

I suspect to be Dr. South, by

whom a most bitter controversy

wa$ carried on about that time
on the subject of the Trinity, with

Dr. Sherlock. It would also be

gratifying,if any ohe could supplya

more particular and impartial ac-
count of this persecuted man. In
more than one place the author
refers to Calvin. In a note,

P- 9, he says, <¢ See Calvin’s Nar-

rative of Gentilis, in his Opuscula,

p- 764.” ) |

~ If the following abstract of the

above work should produce any
further information about the sub-
ject, of 1t or in any degtce.pro-
mote an abhorrence of persecu-
‘tion for religious opinion, my end
will be answered, who am
A friend to Universal
Liberty of Conseience.

The title of the above work, is as

. follows.

A sbort History of VALENTINUS GEN-
TiLis, tbe TRYTHEIST, (rytd, cbn-
demned, and put to death-by the Protestant
Reformed City and Church of BERrRN,
in SWITZERLAND, for asserting the
Xbree Divine Persons of the Trinity,
20 be Three distinct eternal Spirits, We.

Wrote in Latin by Benedictus Avretins,
8 Divine of that Chureb; and now

Dr. Shkerlocks Humbly tendered to the
Considesation of the Arch-bishops and
Bishaps of this Church and Kingdom.
X.ondon. = Frinted and Sold by E.
Whitlock, near Stationer’s Hall,
x696. A . >
- After this general title ta_the Epglich
edition, there follows a dediéation to the
archbishops and bishops of ‘the church
_of Eng’fan,d,},’."in. which the' translator
éxpressés his detédtatign ‘'of the doctrine
of three distinck spitits in the Deity,  as
maintained by some clergymen in that
church, particularly: Dr. Sherdock, *¢ in

$vonslated into English for the use of

whom he séruplés not to proncunce a
"T'ritheist, and tor whom he gives prewy
broad intifnations of his £ood wishes,
that he might share the hosiours of mar.-
tyrdom with V. Gentilis. S

In an advertisement which follows,
the Editor-says, ¢ 1 im tot hére con.
cerned to make an exact patallel between
the heresie of 7, Gentilis and the opinion
of Dr. Sberlock, as to all circumstances,
it being enough. for my puyrpose  that
they agree as to the main, Viz.-the as-
seftion of three eternal spivitsy &e... But
my chief design is to shew -the noble
concern of a Protestant city and sénate,
in vindicating so high an"article as that
of the Trinity, against this -Keretical,
T'ritheistical innovation upon,it,>—<and
I cannot but, in héneui. to them; wish
that all Christian governors wauld shew
the same magnanimous zeal and courage
in the defence of their faith, though [
confess, 1 wish not that they should do
it the same way.” . )

We have then the title of the origi-
nal work :— 4 brief ascount of Valentinus
Gentilis ; containing same passages of bis
life and just txecutiony topether - with an
orthodba defence Of the article of the boly

- Trintty against bis blasphemies.

Next follows, the author’s dedication
¢¢ to the most honourable and noble
lords, Nicholas @ Diessbach, Nicholas a
G'rqf}:nried, treasurer, -and Petermannus
ab Erlach, most worthy senators of
the repuElic of BerN, and his mest
honoured lords and patrons; Health
through Sfesus Christ.”” In this curious
dedication is the following passage con-
cerning the proper method of maintain-
ing the truth against heretics. Having
spoken of ¢ a parcel of ambitious men
risen up, who, laying no restraint on
their wild fancies, made a very ill use
of the simplicity of the scripture, and
began to affix new interpretations to
texts,” he says, ¢ to keep these fellows
within bounds, and to shew that their
opinions were contrary to scripture, i
was necessary that bester men should limit
the sense of things in QTHER WORDS.”

The book 1s divided into twenty
chapters, of which the titles are given
in a table of contents prefixed. Some
of the principal of them are the follow-
ing.—How and where V. Gentilis fell
ifto thosé¢ new opinions, and what great
mischief he did by spreading them.—
Upon what accoumt he was brought
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to Bern.——Concerming his writings, and
the heads of his accusation.—~Proposi-
tions taken ont of his hooks.—His er-
rars about the blessed Trinity.—What
was the opinion of Arius, and wherein
Gentilis and he da agree. [ From whence
it appears that he was more of an Arian
than any thing else, and essentially dif-
fered from Dr. Skerlock and others, who
held three ipfinite spirits perfectly egwa/,
whereas he maintained the supremacy
of the Father.]— Some of Gentilis’s
notorious blasphemies, [which differ
little from the opinions of most other
Anti-trinitarians, —OQf the vile scandals
he hath falsely thrown upon the doc-
trine of oqur church. —Of she cheats
and impostures whereby he endeavoured
to impose upon geod well-meaning peo-
ple—~This last chapter closes with a
brief accouynt of his trial, condemnation
and death, which should have been
made the subject .of an additional chap-
ter. This is the most interesting part
of the work, from which I make an
extract, to give your readers some idea
of the spirit of ‘those times. |
P.130.—*¢ Last,of all, when he was
to have taken his trial and to have de-
fended his doctrinie, he did by a remark-
ablepiece of knavery, endeavour to obtais
the privilege of a . plaintiff,—and when
that could not be granted him, he pro-
posed. his doetrine so ambiguously, and
raised scruples about matters dltogether
impertinent to the controversy, as whes

ther there was one most high God; and-

wheéther Christ was the son of God, &e.

And now let all good men judge what

we ought tq think of this blasphemy,
and bow justly be was punished wwith death,
who durst challenge others to dispute
with him for' their lives.—¢ But- it is
now high time¢ te rid my hands of this

business. In short then, after that we’

had used all manner of means with him
even from Auyg. §, to Sept. 9, but all
to no purposc; he still persevering ob-
stinate in his epinions, he was at last
condemned to die, by the .honourable

nate. And hecayse it may be accepiabia
to the reader, 1 shall bere rehearse the
seentence of condemnation which was
pronounced against him.
~ Valentinus Gentilis, a native ‘of Co-

senkigs in the kipgdom of Naples, af=
ter eight years
the dectring of the Trinjty, did begin
opeply to teagh, that thege were in §¥

rinity three digtingy spirits, differing
from cach ether in numerical gsence,

Whereas, .

among which (threec spirits;) he ackaowe
ledges the Father only ta bathat infinite
God which we ought to worship, which

ia plain blasphemy aguinst the §en ; and

besides this, has broached several other
dacgeraus errors, for which he was ap-
prehended by the magistrates of Genewa,
and being fully convicted of them, there
made his recantation, and did publicly '
abjure these his wicked opinions; and
bound himself by oath not to depart
out of that city without leave of the
senate, yet violated the sacred ob-
ligation of his oath by stealing away
from thence, and by relapsing into the
same erroneous opiniong he hag _

and re-assuming their defence with
greater heat and earnestness, by disput-
ing and writing books in opposition to
the plain and express testimonies of
scriptyre ;. .and hath been guilty of the
vilest scurrility, and most horrid blas-
phemies against the Son of Geod, and the
gloriaus mystery of the Trinity: and
lastly, since his being made prisoner
to this honourable senate, hath notwith-
standing that full and sufficient instruc-
tion which hath béen given bim, stil

continued obstinate in his perverse and |

heretical opiions: This honourable
senate to prevent disturbances,.and tQ
root out such pestilent errors, hive ad-
judged him to be becheaded.” ”—The
writer then adds, ~  * - .

“ As he was led ou}? tq . execution;
the ob-tinate wretch \3 '

stubbornness, and expecting praise frdin
it, (as the Devil’s martyrs-uséd to do,)
never left off crying oyt; that-he-dicd
a martyr for the glory of the jnoss high

God; but that we were all Sabellians,

and held one God under three names;
but that he did acknowledge no God
wria, And though we frequently an«
swered him, . that the things he laid

to our chapge were all' false and -

slanderous and that all the noise he.
made about this most high Cod wasg
ouly mere sophistry, and that his ase
serting- more gods than one was downe
right impiety, yet we coyld work no..

abjured, -

id not-cease tg .
glory in his unruly and pertinacjous

@

thing npon him. For he still continued -

to repeat his old blasphemies,. until he
saw there was no belp for him, byt thae
he must be forced to lay down his neck

reparation to attack-to the block; then he began to faul-

ter, 2nd said, he should be very willing

to agree with us, if we would own

Chrigs, to he the son of God; when we
told this was what we never-de.

. 8 .
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-nied. Then again did he discover his
falsehood and treachery, as having been
still used to appropriate the appellation
of God to the person of the Father
‘only. “And in this -horrid blasphemy

he still persevered, the whole assembly

pron—

that stood by praying to God that ke
would change his mind, and we conti-

-nually  exhorting- him to repentance, -

he had his life* taken from him by the
just judgment of God, and so his life
and blasphemies ended together.”

MR. FLOWER'S REPLY TO MR. PALMER, ON THE LIFE OF
MR. ROBINSON, |

- .

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

‘sir, Hurlow, May 6, 1808.

In your last number, I pereeive,

Mr. Palmer has ““ remarked a few
things which,” he is of opinion,
‘“ require animadversion in the
Memoirs of the Life of Mr. Ro-
binson,” prefixed to the cdition
of his miscellancous works. - After
perusing .Mr. Palmer’s letter, |
beg leave to observe, that if those
¢¢ things” he has noticed are all
that ¢¢ require animadversion,” 1
ghall indeed felicitate myself on
having published what is as free
from error as. Thost human writ-
. ings.

Notwithstanding Mr. Palmer’s
¢ animadversions,” 1 am stll
firmly of opinion, that I bave
cast nu ¢ unjust or injurious cen-
sure,” on the advice so indefi-
_bpitely and injudiciously given by
the late’ Mr. Orton to a young
minijster, respecting the ¢ matri-
_ monial connexion.”” T am still
persuaded if was calculated to
give: a wrong bias to the- minds
of .young ministers in general.
To prove that I am by no means
singular in my opinion, [ refer
your readers to the review of Mr.

Repository for June, 1806; in

which the reviewer remarks as
follows : —¢¢ Young disscnting mis
nisters will doubtless profit b
his counsels of prudence, thoug{x
if they be of a generous constitues
tion, or a romantic cast of mind,
they may, possibly think that his
prudence is sometimes worldly.”
Mr. Palmer proceeds to ob-
serve :—*¢ If Mr. Flower had ate
tended to the note subjoined to
the passage on which he has ani-
madverted, or to the following
letter, he would have seen that
his censure of Mr. Orton was
groundless, and that his advice
was superfluous.” Now, Sir, |
beg leave to add, that there docs
not appear to be any thing in et-
ther the note or the letter referred
to, which tends in any degree, to
render the “ censure groundless ;™

and as to the hints I took the l-

berty of suggesting, Mr. Palmer,
on rcflection, will scarcely pro-
nounce them ¢¢ superfluous;”
more especially as he affirms,
‘¢ I have reprobated the plan of
making money a pringcipal object
in the choice of a wife, with

Orton’s détters in the DMonthly just severity.” ‘The ¢ note sub-

v,

* Thowriter spbjoins this note. ¢ How much better does it fare with Tritheism

in England / which though it lost its-head at Bern, lifts ap s head as .hi,g‘h. g
Paul’s here.’’ ' Referring to Dr. Sherlock then Dean of St. Paul’s; intimtating,
¢hat he would have liked to sce it somevghat lowered. oot g
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aumed to Mr. Orton’s Jetter,
contains the opinion of the Editor
as to Mr. Orton’s meaning ; and
the letter which follows expresses
the satisfaction of the latter, on
finding that the lady on whom his
young friend had fixed his affce-
tions, possessed such a fortune,
as might render the proposed
match prudent. DMy objection
however, to the original passage,
as it stands in the letter quoted,
remains in its full force; the
public being left in the dark as
to what Mr. Orton meant by ¢
handsome fortune,” which he holds
out to his young friend ¢¢ he
might reasonably expect to meet
with 1R a wife, as many other
dissenting ministers had doune.”
My, Palmer in his observation
on the necessity of ¢¢ prudence,”’
in forming the conjugal relation,
has only enforced what I had al-
ready hiated on the subject; but
when he reminds young ministers,
what they are not very generally

apt to lese sight of, their expec-

tations of a fortune in a wifey “ ou
account of their liberal educauon,
and genteel profession,” he, in

my humble opinion, adds weight

to the cautions I have suggested.
Although no one I-hope, esteems
a worthy, sensible, disinterested
minister of the gospel more than
myself, yet, I confess this esteem
)s not so much on account of his
“liberal education, or genteel
profession,” hut for hn, wor/c-sake.
It is no disparagement to the
worth of a man, that-he is, as
is genegally the case with dissent-
ing ministers, indebted. for his
¢ liberal educatmn, to the Ili-
berality of others; and as to the
notion of the gentxhty of the pro

fession of a teacher of Ch nstxamty,

from them.

¢¢ a handsome fortune

it appears to e to be one of those
fancies,  gencrated from the cor.
ruptions which have unhappily
pervaded the" purity of Christis
anity in all established churches;
and, although in a less degree, ia
most of the churches which dissent
Mr. Palmer is a mas-
ter in our dissenting Israel ; and [
believe I am as well acquainted
with, and as much indebted to his
valuable writings on the subject of
nen-conformely, as most personsg
but I do not recollect to have
met in any part of them, nor, [
may add, in any part of the New
Testament, directions to young
ministers {0 give atlention to—
in the
choice ot a wife, which they have
a right to expect on account of
their liberal education, and gen-
teel profession.’” In short, a dis-
senting minister ranks as respecta-
bly in civil socicty, as any other
class of men ; butif his ideas on the
nature of the Christian ministry
arec drawn from the discourses of
our Saviour, and from the Epis-
tles, he will not think himself
entitled to more worldly honour
on account of his ¢¢ profession,”
than the respectable tradesman or
mechanic, The kingdom of Christ
ts not of this world; and'every
one knows, or ought to know,
the literal medning of the word
nanister.

Mr. Palmer adds:— ¢¢ Mr.
Flower observes, that marrymg
for moncy, without affection to
the person, is no better than le-
gal prostitution ;*” and then asks,

~¢ who is there that nceds to be
told this?” My language is, howa
ever, much stronger than that
professedly quoted ; “and consider-
ing the ilnportance of the subject,
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I hope your readers will excuse
me for repeating it. ‘¢ Let young
- men in general, and young mi.

nisters 1n particular be warned,
that in the choice of a wife, when
pure affection, that affection which
- prefers the person chosen to all
other persons in the universe, is
“antmg, marriage, in the sight of
God, i1s no better than logal pros-
fs&ution, and happiness cannot be
expected to follow.””  Does Mr.
Palmer ask—¢¢ who is there needs
to be told this?” I answer many
young dissenting ministers in the
circle of my acquaintance, and
many more in the wider circle of
Mr. Palmer’s acquaintance, have
Very scnouslv needed to be ¢ told
thris.”” I‘hey, by not paying due
attention to such a warning, have
gone on miserably lamenting the
lit*le happiness to be found in do-
mestic connexions, ‘“ the dear and
tender charities of life ;” and it
need not cxcite surprise, if, un-
Iess their conduct was followed
by repentance, their minds at
times were exercised with “doubts
and fears” as to. the happiness
they should enjoy in a future
life! |
Having thus defended my own
sentiments on a subject of cobsi-
derable importance,
rather justice requires me to add
—s} it] - ¢¢ Memoirs,??
and within this fortnight, I have
heard from good authouty ‘that
the fortune’ of the: lady, on whon
Mr. Orton’s young
fixed his affections, did not ex-
ceed 5001. Had this fact becen
stated by the Liditor, although it

would by no means have prevent-

ed my suggestions, would cer-
tainly bave prevented my censur-
ing the advice of Mr. Orton in

talents,

ginally written by

D. D.

candour, or

friend had

the terms I have done. 'I am
sorTy this explanatxon was not
given in the note subjoined by the
Edltor, as 1t would have tended
to remove the suspicion of there
having been any thing mercenary
in the sentiments of a great and
good man, who on account of his
his virtues, and his la.
bours, will ever be esteemed one
of the ornaments of the dissenting
interest. It is however searcely
necessary to add, that were the
young men of the ¢ genteel pro-
fession”” of a dissenting minister,
when they come from the acade.
my or college, to have ladies
pointed out to them as possessing
¢ handsome fortunes,” and they,
after making their choice, were to
find the ¢ handsome fortune”? did
not exceed 500l. they would in
general feel most woetull) dlSdp-

peointed-!
With respect to the other
‘“ error into which I have fall-

”

én,” I was led into it by Mr.
Palmer himseli. The title page
to the excellent work alluded to,
runs as follows :—<¢-The Non-
conformists’ BMemorial, &e. Ori-
E. Calamy,
Corrected, abridged, &c.
by S. Palmer.” It was therefere‘
natural for me to suppose, that
Mn Palmer's work was a neéw,
although a much improved edi-
tion of Dr. Calamy’s; but I pers-
ceivé the latter did not bear that
title. As, however, this ¢ small
error*® was scarcely worthy the
notice of Mr. Palmer, it 15 as
little worthy any faither nouce,
frum,
Bir,
- Your constant reader,

B. FLOWER
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ORIGINAL LETTER OF THE REV. R. ROBINSON’S.

" To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

SIR,

I request you to inhsert in your
libcral publication the following
letter, not included in Mr. Flow-
er's late edition of Robinson’s
works. It is taken from ¢¢ The
General Baptist Repository, by
Adam Taylor,”” which comes out
half yearly; in eight-penny num-
bers. Of its genuineness, no one
acquainted with Mr. Robinson’s
writings can doubt. )

\ YOUF’S,
A. B.

Ar original Letter fiom the Rev. R. Ro-
binson, of Cambridge, to the Rew. D,
Tayloy, of Lond.i.

‘ C Chesterton,

DEAR SIR, Monday, March 23, 1789,
I received your favour of the packet
last- Friday evening, and new address
myself to answer your queries, very
briefly, because I hope shortly to have
the pleasure of seeing you, and thank-

ing you face to face. |
I heg my duty to father Britain, but

I do neot intend to preach any where in

town. I shall visit London as 1 would

Paris. Preaching exposes one to so much

company, so imany solicitations, .50 ma-

ny refusals, or weak compliances, to so
many silly censures, and in brief to so
much trouble and fatigue, that I choose

to rid my hands of it. ,
My profound respects to goeod Mr.

I.owdell, to whom 1 answer three things.

First, I thank him for his civility re-

specting the committee, .Mr. Jeffries

sends me all the papers, and my opinion
of the Test js published in a sermon not

long since preached to all the deputies

of the churches in this county. I am
not sure whether I sent you one, and
I doubt now whether Dilly has one.
Sccondly, I keep poring over my ma-
nuscripts, and do not regret delay, for
baptism 1s an amagzing subject, and oc-
cupies a large part of ecclesiastical his-
tory. My first volume is of* baptism,

LY

not baptists. 1 never knew, till lately,
that any had been baptized in milk; but
this, and a thousand other curioeus facts,
go to prove that when men depart from

ready to begin to print, whenever I can

find a bookseller to take the hazard and

trouble off my hands. _

My humble thanks are due to you for
your sermon on the eternity of future
punishment. Yeou know lalways admire
your integrity and your christian spirit;
but 1 think, when you survey your ar-
gument, pages 10, 11, from the muliitude,
you will see reason, as a bap:ist, to re-
tract it. It is a great misfortune to be
governed by authorities. Lexicographers
are no authority in a case of criticism;
but we have no critical learning among
us. I wish our young folks would study
carions of criticism ; but human creeds
blast this, and tell” young men, thae
there is turpitude in mental error, and
with this silly stuff’ poison free inquiry
at the source. ,‘

I am greatly obliged to you for the
Mrutes, &e. especially for the paper
concerning the foundation of your fund.
It is a sensible, well-written piece ; and
it contains the sum of all I say to the
particular fundees. I am no friend to
endowments of any kind; and I'would
have nothing to do with any, except in
hope of correcting the viciosity of them.
I understand the creed of the particular
baptist fund, used as a #es¢ to their poor
brethren, hath fallen under the censure

- of a léearned gentleman in this univer-

sity, in a.new publication. I have not
yét seen the book.” You doubt whether
this be tyranny. I am :o fully con-
vinced of it, that I shall never recant
my opinion, and never call it by a softer
name. I shall amend by adding the

‘st foolish tyranny that ever was exer-

cised. In the pope, in the first city in
the world, inhabiting the most splendid
palace, surrounded by all that natare
and art call great, with a prescriptive
title acknowledged' by prelates and
princes, the govetnment of conscience
is a specious tyranny. In the reformers
it was a low-life and barbarous tyranny,

Ppure scripture, no bounds are to be set

-to their extravagancies. Thirdly, I am"

L J



316

for which the pretence of orthodoxy
was a beggarly apology. In us poor
anabdptists, whose only merit is, not
Kterature and superior devotion, for in
“them the very monks excel us, but a
Jove of liberty ; m us, what is the go-
vernment of conscience, the consciences
wo of wpright though poor men, strug-
ghing against hunger, nakedness, cold,
cemtempt, ahd penury, but a silly ty-
ranny! Can five pounds a year bribe
these poor things into an acknowledge-
suent of human authority over con-
sctence, and tacit denial of the suffiei-
eney and perfection of scripture! O poor
hearts! As wise and competent as their
Leosds in London, they cught not to be
insulted with a scrap of scholastieal divi-
mity. Pray, good Sir, with what face
can duch-inconsistent men ask for the
rcpeal of the test act ? what do they
mean to subvert prelates and civil ma-
istrates, not out of love to mankind,
¢t that they may have an epportunity
of playing Jupiter themselves? Yes,
yes, I have given their imposition a
right name, and instead of altering 1it,
I will think of something more harsh,
and more fully expressive of the injus-
tice and cruelty of all such demagogues,
as publish their silly oracles m the name
ef Alnighty God, and under pain of
damnation, not merely to him that de-
ntes, but evenr to him that doubts the
wuth of what they please to whistle !
Ave they Christians in town ? so are we
o the country. Have they the scrip-
tures 7 so have we. Have they un-
derstandings and consciences? so have
we., Arve they then to add to the
scriptares, and tell us what we are
to believe on every -idle question
which they please to start ? Pray God
forgive them, and enlighten their dark
miads into the dignity of man, the na-
sure of civil government, the perfections
of God, the sufficiency of scripture,
the kingly office of Jesus Christ, [the
bond of union among Christians, and
other subjects of the same kind, of
which one would suppose they had me-
ver heard.

I perceive by the proceedings of the’

general assembly of 1788, p. 4, that
we may expect some account of your
denomination from_yourself and Mr.
Kingsford. it is questionable whether
§ ever write the history of moedern bn-
glish baptists 5 and if I do I shall not
come at them these three or four years.
My notion of the dignity of hastory
for{ids ne to publish any thing little and

Osiginal Letter of the Rev. R. Robinson's.

unimportant, and therefore 1 see.
little to publish of the modern baptists
in London. The glory, the love of li.

_berty universal, is departed from Israel,
‘at least from that part of 1t, which

re=
sumes to strut forward, and give i,tgcli
out for the cause. 'The particulars are
intoxicated with a false system of dis.
jointed. metaphysics, which they calf
the gospel. The generals, if one ma
judge by their books, which they pub.
Ish as a body, are less tenacious of a
system of faith, but equally zealous for
an impracticable disciplige. What else
can be understpod by 'Leicester case,
where they tax some of their members
with faction 8 Qr by the case of Leak,
where they busy themselves about suits,
I suppose they mean courtship € What
does Halifax mean by speaking of ex-
penses zecessary to maintain the cause of
Christ 2 Ys there not reason to fear-that
Nottingham hath been too busy in ex-
communicating ! Is Burnley wise to lay
out 300/. when they can raise only 50/.2
And what do they mean at Nottingham
by, Zeal in the cause of the Lord Jesus?
Does the association take cegnizance of
property, deeds, titles, &c.? And do
the churehes pretend to give advice more
full to the purpose, than sensible and
respectable attorneys ? See Wadsworth.
Does not the case at Longford imply
the power of the association to judge
and choose a paster, for a people who
pretend to independency ? And are you
aware, that your beooks are’ bought,
bound wp, preserved in libraries, and
iniended to be used as arguments against
you arnd your successors, in proof of
your exercising dominion, and in apo-
logy for the exercise of that dominion
which the friends of an established
hierarchy intend to perpetuate? See,
say they, “ Flow futile all‘the objections
urged by these people against us are,
when they are obliged to exercise the
same dominion to uphold their congre-
gations.” ¢ Behold,”” say they, “ Their
faith and discipline are weak and un-
productive; by their own confession
neither their families nor their churches
are in a state eof superior knowledge,
or refined moraliry.”

Believe me, my friend, yeu are off
the bottom of the old baptists, whose
history is edifying, because it exhibits
genuine freedom and sublime wvirtue
‘The present plan of all parties in Ene
gland is obscared by priesthood, and the
poison of that pexvades every part’ of
the hody, and in proportion as any body
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grows important to the church, « the
King of kings, and*Lord. of lords, the
express image of the Father, the bright-
ness of his glory” diminishes in splen-
dour, and goes into an eclipse; in our
churches partial, in the climes of po-
pery total. Degrees of more and less
are the only. distinctions between us and
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established corporations, calling thems
selves churches. Should I proceed 1
might write a folio. Hoping shortly to
see you, and Wwishing you. ‘every bene=~
diction that can make a. man great,
good and happy, _

I remain, dearSir, your’s-ever,

ROBERT ROBINSON.

in Reply to Veritas.

©

f

ON THE LIGIT OR SPIRIT OF CHRIST WITHIN MAN, AS PRO-
FESSED BY THE FRIENDS, IN REPLY TO VERITAS.

tated by the spirit of God, so
the spirit must be superior to the
scriptures.  3dly. 'That conse-
quently these immediate inspira-
tions or dictates of the spirir,
-must have been to the sacred pen-
'mnen, at least, more immediately-
a rule of conduct than scriptures
previously ‘written, though pro-
ceeding from the same spint,
without either superseding or un-
dervaluing the said scriptures.
These propositions appear so self-
evident, that I shall not detain
the reader by attempting to prove
them.

Thus the question’between  the

In the number for the first
month of -this year, p. 31, ap-
peared some ‘¢ observations on the
1nward light of the Quakers,”
by Veritas; occasioned by a pa-
per signed Philo inserted in the
Monthly Review, in reply to a
critique in that work. Who was
the writer of the paper addressed
to the Monthly Reviewers, under
thesignature of Philo, I know not,
neither have 1 before me cither
the Monthly Reviewcrs’ critique
or Philo’s answer; but as Philo
may hot be a reader of the Month-
ly Repository, I hope to be ex-
cused for offering a few consie
“derations in reply to those argu- Friends and their opponent re-
ments which ¢ militate,” as Veritas solves itself -to this single point:
thinks, ®¢ against the adoption of Whether the spirit of God, which
“such a doctrine.” not only taught the Israelites,

If I understand Veritas, he through the medium of the wwrit-
condemns the fricnds for ascribing ten law, but also 1iminediately by
that to the light of Christ in man, the urim and thummim, and by
which belongs exclusively to the his prophets as parucular er dif-
scriptures.  To simplify the point~ficult occasions required, has en-
under consideration, I shall pre~ tirely taken his light from the
mise threc propositions which can earth, and left, Instead of his
"admit of little, if any, contro. immediate presence in the Holy
versy. 1st., That God revealed of Holies in the temple and with
his will to the.saints of old by his the prophets, a few general writ-
spirit, and ‘that from these :‘réve- ten instructions for our moral and
lations proceeded the scriptures religions conduct? Veritas must
of truth. -2ndly. That as the first prove fram the scripturesthat
peculiar excellency of the scrip- this is one of the features by
‘tures consists in their being dic- which the new covenant is .dis-

VOL. II1I, : 2 T
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tinguished from the old, before
he can reasonably expect to cons
VYert uUs to an opinion $o frigid
and sterile, which -grants us fess
‘of the divine presenee under she
Christian than under the Mosaic
dispensation; but he has not at-
temapted to support his novel opini-
on by a single passage of scripture.
The "doetrine of divine influence
1s, indecd, cxpressed in such in-
delible characters in the sacred
writings, that it is adinitted by
‘the generality of Christians; the
principal difference between the
Friends and others, counsists rather
in the mode and extent of the in-
fluence ofthe spirity than in the
thing itself.  As our opponent
has not attacked us on scripture
ground, [ shall be brief and only
observe, nearly in the words of the
apostle ; that # as the things of
a man are only known by the
spirit of man, so the things of
God knoweth no man but the
spirit of God: then the scriptures,
which relate to the things of God;
cannot be known to man by hi;
natural reason, unenlightened by
‘the spirit of God ; hence the apos-
tle James recommends those who
want wisdom, not to himself nor
to any outward wnting, but to
ask of God who giveth liberally
and upbraidcth not; which agrees
with what our Saviour also says,
that our heavenly Father will give
- his holy Spirit.to themn that ask
him. The Spirit 1s, theretfore, as
Barclay observes, ¢¢ the founda-
“tion and ground of all truth and
knowledge, and the plmmrv mle
of faith and manners.”” Not

opposcd to, or Contm.dlctlnor thc
holy scriptures, which ‘were writ-
ten by its dictates, but as being
- that, without which, In various
instances, they cannot be under-

On the inward Light, in Reply to Veritas.

stood and applied 0 as to odify

and burld us up in the faith of 1he

gospel.
RNot having Philo’s paper be.

fore me, 1 cannot tully judge of

the accuracy of the analogy he
Ihas drawn, between human rea.
son and the spirit of God, with
respect to the laws instituted by
cach, but it must be ddmnted
that the holy spirit is as much
superior to the scriptures, as hu-
man reason Is to the laws insti-
tated by H. As nothing can rise
higher than its source, so human
hws will partake of the fatibility
of bwman rcasonr and require re-
vision ; but laws instituted by the
holy spmt canuot require revi-
sion through any dctfect in the
source whence. they. pxoeeed
honce ‘¢ the infallibility and per-
manency of the scriptures” are
not affected by this analogy be-
tween them and human laws; ne-
vertheless the holy spirit is not
limited by its own institutions, so
as to be prevented abrogating them
when they have answered the end
designed 37 thus the Mosaie diss
p(?llbdtl()}l which was only intend-
cd as a school-master to lead to
Christ, was abrogated by the holy
spirit after its types and figures
were fulfilled in Christ to whom
they pointed. There must have
beensome confusion in the ideas of
Vcrbes, when he supposed that
it would not be contended for by
Philo, that the doctrinal parts of
Christianity ¢ exist inherently’’
in the holy spirit' that gave them
forth.  What Barclay says, IS,
that though the spirit can reveal
““an historical faith and know-
ledge of the birth of Christ in the
flesh without the. means of the
scriptures,” it .is, not usually s0
revealed, neither as ¢ 1o be %=
;
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pocted by us or any other Chris-
t1ans.’’ |

4 The fairest way of investigat-
ing the subject now under discus-
sion,” says Vecritas, “ 18 to coa-
sider the eflect which a general
assent to this epinion would most
probably produce, among the
various sects professing Christi-
anity.” I had always thought
that the scriptures were primarily
the criterion whereby we were to
judge of the truth of any reli-
gious opinion, and that its prac-
tical tepdency was to be decided
by the conduct of thase who hold
such opinion; bug it seems that
Yeritas has discovered a new, and
what he conccives to be, a fairer
criterion to judge of the practical
tendency of a doctrine, by pro-
ducing instead of its real genuine
fruits, some hypothetical fruits.
Facts  were against our oppo-
rnent, he had therefore, recourse
to bypothesis, and what is the
¥esult ? e is obliged to suppose
that a number of persons could
einbrace a certamn opinion with<
out its producing its usyal effects
on their ‘¢ habits and modes of
thinking,””> 'These effects must
be better knowa to those who have
telt them, than to one, who de-
nles the existence of the ¢ inward
light” by which they are pro,
duced 3 and I am inclined to think
that the whole of the reasoning of
Veritas, with regard to this divine
light, may possibly arse from
his inattention to the cffects of its
opcratiops on the mind. Instcad
of making man presumptuons and
confident in himself,” it makes
kim absolutely dependent on a
superjpr power for ¢very good and
perfect gift,~—for this divine light
s not -considered as something
that man' has at his own com.

D N
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mand, or which he caf appropri-
ate to himsclf; but as a free gift
imparted to him through Christ,
for his deliverance from the evil
and darkness of his fallen pature,
and svhich only illuminates his
understanding in proportion to -
his obedience to its dictates.  Let
us Row compare this sentimcent
with that which is adopted by
those who consider themselves the
advocates for human reason :-they
ascribe to this faculty, not only
an ability, independent of divine

+nfluence, to comprehend the spi-

ritual truth revealed in the scrip-
turcs, but also consider themsclves:
authorized to reject any doctrine
contained in the scriptures, that
their reason casnot fathom, or
that does not square with their
pre-conceived notions, whereby
they would make the revealed
will of the infallible God bow to
the decision of the fallible unen-
lightened rcason of man. It rec.
quires but little considerafion to
determine which of these.two ope.
posite opinions ascribes the most
to God, and the least to the crea-*
ture, and consequently which of
the two is not likely to cherish
pride and self-confidence, (the
genuine parcnt of religious asperi-
ty and of persecution) and 1f it
were necessary, this might be il
lustrated not by hypothetieal,
but by real facts.

I ascribe to a want of a perfect
knowleage of what we believe,
with respect te the diyvine light in
man, the assertion of Veritasthat
its ¢ power and influence on the
human mind, must of necessity
ove}jpomg‘.‘alel.' oppasition aud im.
press upon the heart'of every -
dividual .one simple and uniform
truth’??  For we do not believe
that it consists with the schcme of

P
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divine government and the moral
agency of man as set forth in the
scriptures that the liberty of the
adtions of men, should be de-
stroyed by the 1rresistible impulse
of a superior power; so that
though we believe that all are,
as they submmit to tlie operations
of the holy spirit within them, 1in
a ptoportionate degree led and go-
verned by it, yet the careless and
disobedient who aespise- its re-

prOofs and will have none of its

instructions are not taught by it,
for though 1t invites all, 1t com-
pels none.

Veritas calls upon Philo for an
accurate distinction between the
inward lbight and human recason;
this distinction has been already,
I should suppose, sufficiently
pointed out to prevent any mis-
take with respect to our vicws;
and for further information, I may
refer Veritas to 1 Cor. chap. ii.
Jer. xxxi. 31 to 34.
7 to 11. Joely, 1. 17, and to
vartous other passagces of similar
import: for 1if the seriptures,
which he considers as the only re<
velation of the Divine wil] to man
at this day, will not convinee him,
it 15 not to be supposed that any
~thing I could further add would

Heb. vi..

be of any avail. An explanition -
is also requested by him between
the -inward light, and “¢ the
enthusiasm of- the various secta-~
rists ;> but until I am informed
what is meant by ¢ the enthus
siam of the various sectarists,” I
must decline any reply to a ques~
tion, the terms of which arc too
indefinite to convey any distinct
meaning. ‘o prevent an error
not unusual 1n discussions of tis
naturc, -1t should be observed,
that the Friends do not deny the
usc of reason in religion, what
they maintain is, that the reason
or understanding of man must be
entightened by the holy spirit,
before he can have a right con-
ception of spiritual or divine
truth.

Justice to Veritas requircs me
to acknowledge the moderation
with which he has stated his gb-
jections to the doctrine of the di-
vine light in man, and the re-
spectful manner in which he
speaks of the Society of Friendsy
and. 1 hope he will seriously rea
flect what it is that makes this
‘“ class of men, individually an
honour to society,” seeing that no
ettect’ can exist without a cause.

J. B.

ON POPULAR PREACHING ;
QUERIsST.”

IN ANSWER TO ‘“ A MODEST

LETTER IIll.

SIR, April 15, 1808.
When I first rcad the “ Querics
concerning Popular Preaching,”’
in your last Volume, (p. 642,
I little expected to be now asking
your indulgencé to notice a third
time, - the objections of your cor-
respondent. My former letter was
hastily concluded, jast 2s I had
reached his fourth query, which
1 beg leave to quote:

¢¢ Strongly and pointedly as Unjtarian
preachers may assert and inculcate their
doctrines, can such of them as are un+
learned, disprove by fair and just argu«
ments, the erroneous netions, that are
generally maiatained, and show that the
doctrines of a plurality of persors in
the divine nature, the satisfaction of
Christ, &c, are built upon incansistent
and false intcrpretations of scripsure {7

The Querist, if-1 understand
him, entertains apprehensions, cer-
tainly not ungrounded, that the



On Po;)ular Preaclitng’s 1% Answer to @ Blodest Querist.

managers of the Unitarian Fund,
will frequently employ misstona-
ries, who, "as Ben Jonsow said
of Shakespcarc, have ‘“small Latin
and less Greek.”” 1. wikl go tur-
ther, and admit that these bold
innovators, as . ¢¢ the height of
their “offending,’”’ though b}, no
means déstitute of Tearned assist-
ance, will not retuse the services
of a mroszénary absolttely ¢¢una
learned” insischiolastickénse, while
they satisfy - themselvés, as R.
Robinson-described the unlearned
preachers i his cennémon, that
though zllzterate, he 1s hot igno-
rant, espccially not ¢ ignorant
of rehgmn, that eonly science
which they clect him to teach.”
(Claude Vol 1. Adv.)

Such a prewcher however, in
the opinion of “ a Modcst: Ouer-
ist,” would be likely "to fail in
his attempt to ‘“ disprove by fair
and just av gumehté the-erroncous
notions that ave gencrally main-
tained.” Is yeour correspondent
aware to how: small a number
ameng an inconsiderable minority
of (,hrlstlcme his objection, fairly
pursucd, would reduce the Unita-
rians, qualified te controvert the
popular creed? Ilis “learned
preacher should have attained,
not merely to an ability of trans-
lation, "which may be acquired at
a grammar school,
an acquaintance wnh 1dioms, dia-~
lects, and the powers of langu-
age from researches into profane
hter'umo together with such a
ki)()wlcdoe of ancient versions and
various rcadmgs as may enable
him to decide on the authenticity
or sense of a disputed. passage,
as the result of his;own critical
and studious inguiry.: I say, of
bhis own inquily, . because if he
rely on eritics and ¢cominentators,
the unlearned may do the same ;

‘net, I grant,

but to such.
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with equal gratifica-
tion to himself, - yet with no small:

:satisfaction amrd “becoming confi-

dence, if; as in the case sapposed,
he be a man of thpught and re-
flcction. 1’6 furnish sueh a man.s
with ‘¢ armour ef proof,” in which
he may ¢ contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints,” ape..
pears to bc a noble objeet, worthy
to occupy the laborious life of
the most learned Christiah, and-
far above that of mcrely gratify-.
ing the taste and seeuring the aps
plause of a scholar like himsedf,:

I might offer the Querist; &
shorter and, perhaps, &8 more satis-
factory sulution of his difficalty,
The strength’ of the Unitarian
cause he will probably allew:
to consist in the agreement of out
doctrine with the general tenous-
of the sermptures, r‘lther than in
the solution ef diffieult passages,
Facts support this opinion. There
have been, and still are, unlearned:
Chrlstmns, who have attained to
the knowledge of  One - God,
the Father nf mercies, ‘and one
mediator, the man Christ Jesusg
before they had any aecess to the
writings or convetsation of Unid
tarians. 'T'hey were led to-these
conclusions from a serious and di-
ligent examination of the New
‘Testamerit, in the cothrhon vera
sion, affccted as that certainly

13 by the orthodnx prejudices
of the translators. It pera
sons under such disadvantages,

found * arguments” sufficient to
¢ disprave” the érrors of thé po-
pular creed, swtcly an:Unitaridn
missionary, with such helps as hé
may mow command, Qdahnot be at
a.loss, even though destituteof that,
ledrning which, ¥ am persuadedy
such.a muan wouwld havé no wigh
to. undervalue. I .should be
ashamed to argue so plain a casc.
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. T may here close this letter, as
the Unitarian Fund is no farther
directly concerned with the gue-
ries- of your correspondent. If
the object of that Fund be just
and highly important, the mana-
gers must not suffer themselves to
be diverted to other objccts, how-
ever desirable. Such certainly
are—the Instruction of ‘¢ young
persons in the original languages
of the Old and New Testaments,"
and a ‘¢ mode of education in the
scminaries of Dissenters,”” which
shall render ¢¢ theology” para-
mount to “¢ classical and mathe-
matical lore.’”” But when the
- Querist proposes that ‘¢ Sunday
schools and schools of "industry
should be attended to, and di.
rected by Unitarian ministers” as
a new project, I wonder where he
can have passed his days. not to
know what Unitarians have at-
tempted with encouraging success
~amoong the population of Birming-
bham, . Nottingham, and other
placcs which offered scope to
their exertions, Indeed, the more
} consider the paper of g Modest
Quecrist,” the more I suspect that
be has lived out of the Unitgrian

1

world, though he has happily dis- -
covered our doctrine perhaps while
musing by ¢ sedgy Cam.” or
woolng fair ¢¢ truth in Maudlin’s
learned grove.” Nor 1s it at all
surprizing that -
s¢ The man who stretch'd, in Isis’ calm
retreat,

To books and study, gives seven years
completey’”

should unconsciously depreciate

‘the capabilities of the man, whose

thicology has been acquired in the
college of fishermen, and his litera-
ture in the university of the woyld,
By hazarding this cou)(ctulc I
alarm myself, I, an ynamatricus-
luted wight, may have been diss
cussing questions of learncd im-
port, with one who has not only
tasted but drank deep of ¢¢the
Castalian spring,”’ Should your
carrespondent be thus stout; I
trust he will be merciful; and I
assure lnm, that unless I.am con-
firmed in my opinions by his re.
Jomder, which I shall eaomly
expert, T will, with your per-
mjssion, fauly owll znysclf COrl'y
rected.
Your’s,

IGNOTUS,

ME,

~

CARPENTER'S REMARKS ON. MR.

BELSHAMS STRICTURES,

LETTER ILI,

W

/

Old Swinfsrd,

SIR, Junre 4, 1808.

In this cona]udmo letter 1 wish
to suggest some thonghts I‘.cspect.
ing the pre-existence and:atone-
ment of Christy, doctrines which
my friend Belsham regards as ire
rational and 'unscuptum],4 but
whxch appcar to me copsonant: .to
the best dictates Qf 1e3as0n and

ey

p]dmly" revealed AN thc gospcl of
Christ,

Our pre-concelved notions of
the probability or improbahility of
these doctrines, w1ll have a con-
siderable influence on our minds,
iR our intespretation of those
passages. whieh,are: adduced jn fa~
vour. of them. .. The materlallst‘
wh‘o thm’ks tbat therc is no ¥

Aﬁ"
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tional principle in man distinct
from his body, could not easily be
induced to belicve that a pre-ex«
jstent spitit constituted 'the rati-
onal principle or soul of Christ.
And they who think it strange
and absurd, that the Maker of
the world should become a tender
infant, and pass through the dii«
fereut stages of human life, will
be inclined to put some other in-
terpretation on those passages of
scripture which seem to reveal
this-doctrine.  But who will pro.
nounce it irrational te suppose
that the self—exist,en;zlebqvah com-
ipissioned, his son- to form this
world and that system .of whieh
it copstitutes a part? of who will
say that it is absurd to believe
that this exalted person might take
upon him the buman form for
benevelent  and import'{lnt: pur-
poses? It.is indeed wonderful,
and furnishes matter for the warm-
est grantude that, God so boved
the world as to send his onty be-
gotten Son intv it, not to condcmn
the world, but that the world
through him meght be saved.

It appears to nre not improba-
ble {as I suggested, many years
ngo, in the Theblogical Reposi-
tory,) that each system of worlds
may have a Being of a sinilar
nature, appointed by the great
Creator of all, as its smaker and
vicegerent. ‘I'his supposition de-
rogates nothing frem the unri-
valled power and glory of the
sclf-cxistent Jehovah, on whom
these glorious beings must be
cqually dependant with the mean-
¢st of his Cieatures, whilst it
vastly increases the sum of hap-
piness that is enjoyed in the uni-
verse.  Ior, how great the delight
~which these delegates of the most
High would derive from being
employed in communicating his

blessings to .inferior orders of ‘b
ings! ‘This however is only mat.
ter of conjecturc.: But that Christ
was the ipaker of our world, 1
conclude from the declaration of
John I. 10. He was ta the world,
and theworld (not aswv but xnaspmoes)
was made by him, and the world
kuew him not. DMNir. B. says that
there is not one instance in which
the word ywouas in the N.'T.
signifies to create. Let him turn
to Heb. xi. 3, where this word
is used and must have that signix
fication. There are many pasa
sages in-which it exactly corres-
ponds with eur word maede, - and
I think it can have no otherisense
in this: striking: and decisive dc-
claration .of 8t. Jobn. - If we
farther suppdse that Christ was -

the maker; of the solar system,

the idca apfjcars to me sufficiently
extensive for'what the same apos~
tle says v. 3. Il things were
made by him, and wsthout him
was not any thing made that was
made, and also for that declara-
tion of St. Paul, Col. 1. 16.
For by him were all things created
that are in hcaven and that are in
earth. 'T'his will appear to some
too limited a scnse for these words.
But how any can understand thig
last passage and the verkes with
whieh it stands connpected, in a
sense consistent with the simple
humanity of - Christ, appears to
me strange.  1dr. Doddridge says,
“ to interpret this as the Sacini-
ans do, of the new ereation ih a
spiritual sense, is so unnatural,
thatone could hardly, believe 1t, it
the cvidence were not .sofunde-
niably ' strong, that.any. sct of
learned commientators could falk
into it.”* | For it is after the apos-

‘tle had spoken. of Ghrist as’ . the

image, gf,».t/zq envisgble God, PAe
first born of the whole creation,
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- @nd the snaker of all things wisible deavour to reconcile this passage
and gnvistlle, that he refers to the to thewr system, -by saying that
spiritual creation, when he speaks though Christ did pnot know this
of .him as the head: of the church. in his -humman, yet he did in his
My triend has, I think, laid far divine nature. -But he declares
too much stress on the silence of that the Father alone knew it
the three first evangelists, respeet- In what manner the Unitarians
ang the pre-existence of Christ. atteinpt to rceconecile it to their
Negative arguments may be al.ssystem I do not know.
owed in some cases to have con- If those passages of scripture’
siderable weight, but not when which my learned friend has re-
they arc opposed by those which presented “as interpolations or
are of a positive kind. Whether mis-translations were really so,
these apostles were fully acquaint- which I think is far from being
ed with this doctrine, and if they clear, therc-are still a suflicient
were, why they did not declare number remaining to establish the
their belief in it, may furnish mat- doctfine in question. ' He speaks
ter for curious speculation, but of our Lord’s figurative and enig
«cannot weigh against the positive inatical discourse in John iv. But -
testimony of two other -apostles, he renders it much more cnig.
one of whom wrote avowedly te matical “than 1is necessary, by
supply what they had omitted. what appears to me a very strange
Eusebius says that John in his interpretation -of these wordss
-gospel begins with ‘the divinity of Docs this offend you, what if you
Chuisty, which had been reserved showld see the Son of man ascend
by the Iloly Ghost for him as up where he was before? q. d.
the more excellent person. And -What if T should disclose to you
‘Fheodore says that when the other truths still more remote from your
gospeds weére brought to John, he apprchension and more offensive
expressed his approbation ofthem, to your prejudices. |
but said it was iit that the things - Independently of particular pas-
@lso concerning the divinity of sages of scripture, which -appear
Christ, should be recorded, and to reveal this doctrine, there are
dre was induced to begin immedi- two arguments of ‘considerable
ately with the doctrine of Christ’s weight, viz. that love to Christ
deity. Butl am inclined to thirk is enforced .as an essential part of
that the three first evangelists were the Christian religion,: and  that
mnot altogether ignorant of the ex- “he is appointed to be the judge of
alted nature of Christ, particu- -the world.. I do not find that
Jarly from a passage in Mark xiii. Mr. B. has made any obscrvation
338, where our Lord says, of on the first of these, but to the
that day and that kour knoweth second he has given the same an-
no man, no, nor the angels which swer which Dr. Priestley did,
.are in ‘heavér, neither the Som, when Idiscoursed with him on the
but the . Father. 'This scems -subject. Ile supposed that the
sstrongly to intimate, that Christ judgment of the world by Christ
is superiot to men and angels, was to‘'be understood in a figura-
Jbut inferior to the Father. I tive sense, and in favour of this
Jhow ' that the Athanusians en- opinion alledged those passages,
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:,vhlch

judge tbe world, usd that the

that the saints ‘Shéll‘

of sin, and dlso that of the fipés<:
tte Paul, ir -whom we kave redesg~

twelve apostles shall sit on twelve tionm tﬁroug& kis dlood; ' event the
. thrones, ,mdcmg the twelveé tribes’ forgtrmess of sins. But we knoW

of Isra.el ut surely ;hcsc difs

ﬁculx and obscure texts are not‘

to mvahdate the truth of th.q

numeérous and strong declaratlons,
which assure us that Christ shall
raise the dead ahd, Judge the
world. If we are to understand
the words in a ﬁguranv sense,
when it is said that we must all t
appear before the judgment-seat
of Christ, I do not know what

rule of crmctsm will forbid our

interpreting in a ﬁgurauve sense
the declaration that the dea.d shall
be raised.

It is said that the captain of
our salvation being made pcrfect
through suﬂ’ermg militates against
the notion of hns exalited and di-
vine nature. But 1 apprehend
that there is no ‘being in the uni-
verse, however exalted his nature,
(the infinite Jehovah excepted,)
but what may attain. still hngher
degrees of excellence; and that
every benevolent cxertlon, and
svery act of resxgnat\on, will still
further increase his virtue and
piety.

Our pre.copceived notiops re-
specting the. atoncment of Chnst
will mﬂuence .our minds in the
opinion that we form of those
passages of scripture, which are
alleged in favour of this doctrine.
They who think it mcons?stent
with the divine Juallcc and bene-
volence to make the ;nnocent suf-

blessings apon the guilty on ac,
count of the virtues of the nghrc
ous, will be dxsposcd to We,r.
stand in a figurative sense, :the
declaration of our Lord, that Afs
Mood was shed for the remissian

YOL, 11I. 4

,gl;age of the D

nothing,
lect that. this w_a,s ance

that vicarious sufferings and ‘bles-
sings | do, in numbeﬂcss instances;
constitute -a part of .the govern-
ment of God, ‘and therefore can-
not be inconsistent with his pere
fections. And from hence it fol-
lows that it may be consistent

with those perfections for Christ’
to suffer for guilty man, and for’
guilty man to partake of salvation’
through his sufferings. But the’
sacred wngers not thinking ‘it suf¥
ficient to speak of this doctrine,
as merely copsistent with the dia
vine attributes, always represerw -
it as an illustriqus display ‘of the
holiness and” mercy of God, ari&
admlrably calculdted o promote
our gratitude and_ obédignce. -
~ The doctrine of ah atobemélif‘
in one sensé or otler, has been
the pnevalﬁhg opmlon ol' madkfbd‘
in all It consﬁtn;é‘d 4 parf

of the Jewxalr teltgmq, :}gd it was
:oasonable to sup u:.p that he
€hristian religion,’ prdcped: ngf

the same source, would comam

the same doctrine,
[‘(l;,e inore - 1 coumdq tbe f&l
. T, the more N?x
am I convmcc.d thm w-revenls the
doctrines of the divinity apd afonc-
meat of Chrlst. My friend nay
regard this as' a fith that ¢ap
swallew mountains, ut when
he spoke of the resem age 3 as one,
in wlug:b men  were ;d‘i,*.pos;'d g)

-exercise such a faith, be might
fer for the gullpy, or to bestow"

have added,: it is also an 3ge, .
which there are othery yplm pmfess
to know' e,very t;bm ana believ
He' §hogld also Tecol-
his OWR
faith, when ghe scriptures were
the same- as they are”now, when
- ,
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he was equally desirous of under-
standing their meaning, and' per-
haps equ,lly, free from prejudice..
Ani he nay further consider that
whilst he believes in the miracles

of the N. T. he will be regarded.

by Decists, .as having that.faith
which can swsgl ow mountains...

There is a considerable body of
Christians, who . eannot receive
some.of the doctrines of . the high
Calvinists, beeause they think
them inconsistent with the divine.
at'ributes, nor on the other hand
can they agree with Mr. B. and
some of the n.odern. Unitarians.
They think, that to call in ques-
‘tion the divine authority of the
Lord’s-day, and to say that the
scriptuies . are, nat the word of
'God, must have.a dangerous ten=
dency. .. They are . not-perfectly
agreed in their religious senti-
mgnts, for they
»oth in. the established.  church,
and in.all the different: denomi-
natiogs 1 of Dissenters;  But they

agreein their love of serious, prac-

ticgl .peligion., They agrce in
bighly, valuing the meang of grace,

ey, '
SR

A

arc to bhe found-

-and agree in their deep. sense of

the great evil of sin.. They agree
it an- humble conviction:.of thejr
need of a Saviour, ‘and -this, Sa..

viour is dear to itheir souls,” *They, |
. also agree in highly valuing such. -

writers a5 Henry and, Watts ‘and.
Doddridge. Yet frem the class
of derious . Christians,. I am far
from . excluding -such . men as
Lindsey, and. Priestlcy, :and. Bel.
sham *. . With the latter of these
I bave spent many .an agreeable,
and I hope profitable ‘day, not
only when odr sentiments .were
alike, but singe that period. And .
though ] 'thing he is too strenuous
and positive: in maintaining his
present system, yet no difference
of scntiment can,_prevent my ene

‘tertainine a high sense of his in<

tegrity ‘and piety, .as well as of his
great abilities, . v o o
. Sincerely wishing that your Re-
pository may be the means of difw
fusing Christtan knowledge, and
espccially Christian charity,.
" | Iamy Sir, . ...
Your obliged servant,
B. CARPENTER.

* M}' friend speaks of my,piu,ming !.ﬁyself upon my charity, and. roclaiming it

to.the werld. - 1 | c_:rt%iqu 5 hink it of - more importance to make a public profession
of ‘éhari;y than of farth. And I apprehend that those who believe in the absoluté
déity of ‘Christ;  and those who believe in his simple humanity, ar€'in general léss
candid than those: <vhose sen:iments lie between these two extremes., 1 know
worthy minister, who received.a letter from his Trinitarian brother, containing
the fol,lowi‘ng sentiment: ‘There is no room in heaven foy idolaters .or heretics,
and since, you regard me as the'one, and I you as the other, there can be no great
“cordiality "bétwixt Us. But U@c heretical %rother widuld not exclude the Trinita«
riap one from heaven. 1 shallhowever mentidn what dppeared ‘to me a want of
' ¢apdour on,the other side .of the question. It respects the late Mrs. Rayner, 3
Jady. of strong sense.and upcommen generaosity. - She was a great friend of Dr,
Priestley,’ j,b’ﬁp .¢ould not bear his opinion 'r'cspccting thée dormant state of ‘man
after death, and wrote a long letter to him on this subject. No, she wotld ex-
claim, 1 shall continue’ the ‘same conscious being afterdeath, that I am’ now.
I have repeatedly heard her express great indignation against Mr. Urwick, for
asserting in his own pulpit the pre-existence of Christ. ' She did this once when
he was present, and hé only made this calm reply, You did not hear me condemn
those who disbelieve’it. * Certainly Trinitariafis;) Arians and Socinians, (have a
right to maintain their own sentiments in their ;own. pulpits ; but when.they pro-
claim them in the pulpits of their brethren who are of different sentiments, !
think they transgress the hounds both of prudence and charity.
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un rox’s AC(}OU’N‘T OF nm. Locxn’s Exmn.s«tou rnou oxronp.

t

. 0 » Fl . . . N v e .
. R o . « -
. : 3 l‘*ﬂ ~— . . . . .3
Ay - . ’

SIR,
You’ w:ll
presefve in _‘,our Rcpository, the
tollowmg extract from the ¢ in.

troducfory chapter® to Mr, Fox's

Historical Fragment.

After stio&n'ltxsmo in a manner
worthy of lum’self the legal mur-
“ders ‘of Russel gnd Sldncy, he
says that, ¢ when their memory
shall cease to be an object of re-
spect and veneration, it reqguires
no spirit of prophecy to foretel
that English liberty will be fast
appro'xchmg to its final consum-
“mation.”  He "adds that, ¢ the
very day- on which Rus:,el was.
exécuted, the University of Ok-
ford pasqed thieir famous decree,
. condemuing formally, as 1mpmus.
and horctlcal i propositions, every
principle upon which the consti-
tution of. this,” or any other frec
country, can maintain itgelf.”” - In
this connexion the author intro-
duces the following .account of
““ Mr. Locke's expulsion frem
Oxtord.”” .

Among the oppressions of :his period,
nmest «f which.were attended with con-
sequences <o much more important to
the several objecis of persecution, it
may seem scarcely worth while to no-
tice the expulsion of John Locke, from
Christ-church College, Oxford. ‘But
besides the interest which every inci-
dent in the life of a person so deservedly
emitent naturally excites, there appcars
to have been romething in the transac-
tion itsclf characteristic of the spirit of
the times, as . well as of the geaersl na-
ture of sabsolygte " power.. Mr. Locke
was known t,o\havc. been mtxmately
" connected” with' Lord Shifresbury, and
had very prudently judged it advi-cable
for him, to prolong for some time, his
. Tesidence upon the, Comm,e.nt, to which"
he had resorted. orlg.n'ﬂly ;muaccount
" of his health. spicion, as it hus
l»een _sines px o‘vcd un uum'icd thigt he

o Junc 12, 1808...
I belmve, readllwa

~

was the aut.hor of a pampblet wh;dx
give offence to the government, in-
duced the 'King to insist upon his, !e-
moval from bis studentship at C
church. Sunderland writes b thé ng S
command, to Dr. Fell, B:shop of Ox-
ford and Dein of Chnst-chm:ch
reverend prelate agswers, that he has
long had an eye upon Mr. Locke’s be-
'havxour, but though frequent attempts
had been made, (attempts of which'the
Bishop expresses no- disapprobatiog,)
to draw him into :mprudent conversa-
tion, by attacking, in his company, the
reputation, and msultmg the memory of
his late patron and friend, and thus to
make his gratitude and all the best fegl-
mgs of his heart, instrumental to his
ruin, these attempts all proved unsuc-
cessful. Hence the. Bishop infers, fot
the innocence of Mr. Locke, but .that
he was a great master of .concealment,
both as to words and looks; for looks,
it is to be supposed, would have furnish-
ed a pretext for his éxpulsion, more de-
-cent than any which had yer been dis-
covered. An expedient is then snggest-
ed to drive Mr- Locke to a dxlemma,
by summoning him to attend the Col-
lege on the first of January ensuing.
-If hedo not appear, he'shall be expelled
for contumacy; if he come, macter of
charge may be found against him for
tht he shall have said at IL.oudor, or
elsbwherc, where he will have bccn
less upon his guard than at Oxford.
Some have ascribed Fell’s hcsxtanon, if
it can be so, called, in executing the
King’s! order, to his unwillingness to
injurte Locke, who was his friend;
others with more reason, to the doubt
of the legality of the order. However
‘this may have been, neither his scruple
nor his reluctance was regarded by a
court who knew its own power. A
peremptory order was accordingly sent,
and immediate obedignee ensued. , Lhus,
while, without the shadow of a crxmc,
Mr. Locke lost a situation’ att‘qnd:ﬂ”thh
some emolument, *and great convenis
ence, was the U,mvcxsmy{ deprived of
“or rather thus, fromn the'base principles
of servility, did she ca.t away thz man,
the hav.ng préduc:d whom {s row her
chiefese-glory 3 dndichus; to th se who
are not dufermined 'tg be bhﬁd, ud the

o ’
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‘true nature of abselute powcr discover
icself, -againist ' which the middling st~
tion is not miore secure, than the most
exalt:d 'I;_ tx'haxm when Fore ord
the blood of the cat,nn the . et
“'of "tHe ¥ich, will 1 o
humbldr game, and ‘inake a seaceable
d mﬁbéetft fellow -of a college the

¢ g t of ivs )&eirsecutloh. I t‘hxs ine

| ¢, “one would almost imagine there
Was sonfc “iristinctive sagacity in the go-

vernment of that ‘time, which pointed
dut to thent, even befote he had made
himself known to the world, ‘the man
who' tvas destined to be the most suc-
. €essful adversary of superstition and ty-
~tanny.

Such is the hterary monument
raised to John Locke by a mind
" in many respects congenial, in a,
work- which, under all the disad-
vantages of an unfinished post-
humous publication, contains too
much of the language of the au-
thor’s heart speedily to ‘perish.
That the University should not
long ago have retrieved her re-
putation, by paying some distin-
guished honours to the -memory
of her ill-requited son, may’ ap-
pear unaccountable, till it is recol-
lected, what Oxford cannot forget,
that the author of the ¢ Essay

glutted with

ndesccnd to hunt

Rwiew.-dgém by @ieér'ge Walker. _.

¢¢ The ILetters for Toleration,”

¢ The Tréeatises on Government »
and

¢ The . of
Christianity.”

The fame #nd the ‘neglect of
Locke, may well justify ‘the ex-
clamatxon of the poet—

# See nations slowly wise, and meanly just,
"F'o buried merit, raise the tardy bust I’
The centennary of the revolution
was celcbrated, while its advo.
cate¢ had no public honours,
though, it 1s worthy of remark,
that, just at the same period, was

restored on the Royal Lxchdnge
the statue of Charles I1. the per.
secutor of Locke and the pen-
sioner of France, but he was a
crowned head, and as Skakespeare
says ,

¢ There's such . dnvxmty doth hedge a

king.”

The public priats have - an.
nounced a destgn at length to
rescue the national character from
the reproach ef. ingratitude to
the memory of Locke—a design
which I liope Wall be amply cna
couraged

Reaﬂondblcncss

concerning Human Understand- --YOUr S
ing,”> was also the author of SELECTOR,.
L L N PPN - A R * —

"REVIEW.

e

§¢ TILL PLEAS’D TO PRAIAE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLaMr.”

e

Pore,

ArT, 1.
late Professor of

of .the Philosophical and Literary Society, ZUam.&eater.

gvo. J ohnson Y

'The first and second volumcs of
these Sermons have been, for years,
vefore.the public; for they made
their appearance from the press in

‘Sermeons or vartous Sub Jccfs, by (reo;.ge Walker, F.R.S.
Theology, in the New College, "and President

4 vols.

1790, when the ﬂ-Spoctable au.
thor was pastor of ‘the congrega-
tion of Pretestant dissenters, at the
High:Pavement, in N«)numham.
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This beilig so joing before we com-
m(;ﬁfed” O‘af ,i‘urecr, as Rc\}iéwcx‘s,
and the Disfourses having been
already apprecidted, and received
their meed of praise, those volumes
do not come within our provinee.
With pleasure, liowever,” we an-
nounce this new impression, @s a
favourable omen of the teception
thcy have met with, and take in<
to our hands the twad additional
volumes, which accompany them.
The known abilities of the author,
and the high - estimation in which
his iame was held, will naturally
raisc the rcader’s expectations:
oy, we _brcsu'me, will they be
disappointed. The worthy author,
we have to lament, is now -no
more: but the Sermons before us,
which, according to proposals pub-
lished a year and a half ago, were
designed; and in a great measure
prepared, for the press by himself,
will remain as memorials of his
talents and spirit, and perpetuate
his name with honour.

The third velume, which con-
tinucs theseries of numbers, from
the second, contains scventeen dis-
courses. The subjects arc : 1.
The Requisites to Religious Un-

derstanding, from Dan. xu. 10,

preached at an Ordination, <.
‘On Sympathy, preached as recom-
mendatory to the General Hospi-
tal at Nottingham, fromn Jobnxi.
25. 3. OnSioegerity, John i. 47.
4. Reflections on Human Life,
considered as a Drama, 1 Cor.
vii. 31. 5. On Dcath, as achange
tothe virtuousand.to the wicked?®,
6. On the improbability and in-
cfficacy of Repentance, wheu ha-
Mitually protracted. {sa. lv. O,
7. Christianity a perfectlight. Eph.

L
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v. 8. 8. Names the fnod of party
in rcligion; atid injuriéus to true

christiatiity, 2 Cor. x. 72 9. On
the Christian Apmour. Eph. vi. 18,

14, 15. - 10. -Rich ‘tewards God,
and prepared-for Death: Luké xii.
20. 'r1. Christian Miagnanimity,
Ps. cxit. 6,7. 12. Self examipp.
tien, as preparatory to the cha-
racter of Religion, 2 Cor. xi. 28.
13. On the abuse of the Dx\fﬁg,
Forbearance. Eccles. viii. 11.. 14,
On Sclf-deceit. Jer, xvii. 2. On
some of these-subjects, the author
extends his discussions  through
two. discourscs. | ¢
~In the first discoursc, dehivered
at an ordination; Mr. Walker
corrects the superstitious ideas of
that service,. which have been fre-
quently attached to it, evenamong
Protestant dissenters ; while he
aims to place it in a point of view
both rational and usetul, |

¢ In this day of inquiry,”” says.our
preacher, * wherein all the ihstteutions
and usages aof our ancestors have very
properly been subjected to a severe ex-
amingtion, ordination has ndt been ex-
empted. ~ Bigots have thought too much
of it, and your ovér-rational men ap-
pear to think too lictle of 1t. 1 will
tell you therefore, in a few words,
what in my soberest judgment it ought
not to mean, and whae I think it docs
mean. It ought not to mean, that the
officiating ministers have any of the
apostolic powers committed - to them.
‘L'heir character and conduct, in the most
favourable view, argue themselves to be
ontly men, and the cindidate will as-
suredly issue out of their hunds a mere
man, subject to the weakness aud fail’
ings of haman nature; .yet with a wise
use of his talents and advantages, and
with that-assistance of his Muker, which
we cannot ealeulate, and which it be-
comes us not to doubt of, capable of
those improvements, and of thosc utilitics
which will do honour to himself, render
him a blessing to those with. whem he

Job. xiv, 2r4.-gN. B. 'Here is an error both ih the contents and ds. the text

stanids at the hecad of the sermon, for in each place it°is stated. to bé tal:gn fromm

the Prophecy of Jeremiah instend ofthe bodk of Jub.-

4



"3%0 Review.~~Sermons by Geurge Walkér.
shall be connected, and be Kighly ac-

‘their approbation. H I did not vl
ceprable to his Goil. On the other.hand gt vidw

ordinaiion in, this respectable:and. yey.

3t does mean, that ,in, the face of the
nce of

, V‘Chris:tian' world, and in the prese;
¢hat great Bendg from whom Christi-

apity. proceedsd, .you. eléct the rhinister

-yvho 15 presented to us as yout,_,!futurc
| segcbe_r, monitor :te_d. gujde, to conduct

ur public u’mrs%up, to assist yéu in
e wialk of Christian verity and duty,

¥o counteract the vitiating influence . of
the world, to rescue you from its little-

flewses, debasements and corruptiens,
and mijnister to the great object of all
your Christian waifare, your final at-
ceprance with God. and admission to
the b'essetlness of hsaicn. It means
that the officiating ministers know the
object of your choice énough to justify
their concurrent approbation ; that they
believe him to be mvested by God with
abilities fitted for the office to which he
devotes himse.f; that his education hes

“been directed to the improvement of

these abilitiess that there are no ill-
omened appearances of a light, a world-
}y or a vicious mind; and that if these
. advantages and these promises be sc-

conded by future diligence and hone-ty,

he wil] not, he cannot defeat the ex-
pectations which you entertain of him.
In fine, it imports a meral contract be-
é
tween you and him ; that he shall teach,
and that you will receive his teaching
with attention, with a disposition to be
. instructed, but with a reservc of your
- own judgment; that he shail admouish,
reprove, correct, and that you will sub-
mit yourselves to his admeonitions and
reproof, nor suffer any pride or petu-
Jarce, or baser interests. to resist the

good tendency of his virtuous admoni-

tions; that he shall lead and guide;
aud inasmuch as he is vindicated by the

rruth of human nature and the truth of.

God, that you will honestly, humbly
and affectionately presciit yourse.ves to
his guidance.

« In this view ordinttion is a highly
becoming usage. Public religion re-

quires the notoricty and solemnity of

public acts 3 while a mare important act
of public religion cannot be, than that
engagemrent, which is to minister to
your . character as good.men, and to
-your happine:s as expectants of a glo-
rious‘hercafter. it guards against the
introduction of improper men. into the

whatever our cordaict b, » we

ful light, | would. bear ne part in this

office ; for with the higher view of gk
. éog, ¥ hope that t
am above -all temptationi of acting an.

ihg my part before

other partbefore men; and in this I truse
I speak for my brethren: also.”-Pp. 2,4,
4’ 5: ‘., . 1 PN P - '
- Ftom the sermon on Sincerity,
we are temipted to quote the fol.
lowing paséage oh the nnportance
of inward serenity and self-appro.
bation. , o

¢ A madn’s hedrt i$ ‘his home} his per-
petual home, to which frem all the bust.
lings of the world, its fatiguing -cares,
and {lattering promise¢s, he thust every
day retire ; and if he find®not in his vi-

sits to this Bome a kind, a cheerfa) and

a gracious reception, not one of his fat-
tering attainments aud tumultuous joys
wili afford bim.a consolation for the
peace which he has lost, for the dissatis-
factions =nd upbraidings of his own
mind. I therefor€ in-his daily visits to
this home, and as interested only in his
present life, and while the promise of

life is yet young, 'he find from this un.

pieasant reception the bitter which tarns
his sweet into gall, what must be his
sensations, when in the rude shocks of
this world of trial he must encounter
those disappointinents, which annihilate
the world to him, the wreck of {ortune,
the death of c¢hildren, the attack of ex-
cruciating pain, or the tedium of lingering
diseasc; but more still, what indeed
mu.t be Dhis sensations, when death
summons bhim bcefore that being,” in
whom he ha: not cultivated thelixo'p'c,
that is the baliu to every care, "the me-
dicine to every griefy and the only cor-
dial in that hour of serious apprehen-

sion.””  Pp. 9t, 9%, |
LT the sermon entitléd « Chris-
tianity a pertect light,”” are the

foliownre sentinients, o
e It is not the leurt advantage of the

mimisterial profession; that it leads us

to a conversation with the best bopk
that ever was put into the hands of
mann, }Jcrhaps to 4 1nofe attentive apd
familiar conversaco:it’ wirh it, thap mma
different profession © we ~audight -have
known. 1€ may be owing td this, ;hﬂt

ave

’

ministiy; agaipst the beiny seduced to
1k choice, which :wi-e, experienced and
honest amulters w.xlI not ratify with

biher ideas of the dury of a Christian,
then others appear-to be possgssgd ol
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- <¢:Inestimable are the advantages ‘of.
the gospel; and Ne-who feels- not the
‘conviction' of this upon his mind, “hay
but to carry himself back ‘in imagins~
ticn to'the ‘age of thick darkness ard of
gross corfuptioti,® Which ‘preceded the'

Lieyiezs -—Sgrmons by George alkers,

¢ we consider itas the intention of the.
gospel not only to.instruct. us in-yhat is
right and -in-what.is wrong, but tb se-
~ parate us from the world by a .gloriaus
distinction of chagraéter; and rarsein.us
an ardour ‘in thé¢ pursuit. of holiness,

which kuows no hounds, which admits
of no medipcrity, which ‘aspires to be
holy as Gad is :gbad, and to prave its

fitness for. the high rewards of. heaven,-

by reaching in.this'state- of trial at ‘the
best and most exalted characteg-of:the
heavenly .inhabitants. ‘This at least is
certain, that those are.ignorant-of the
spirit of .the gospel,- who have not these
sentiments.- - Pp.. x87, .188, . . |
¢ Herein lies the superior exccllency
of the institution of the gospel, that
embracing every honourable- argumeént
of mere humgn .wisdom, it wrges others,
which -apply to, ewery man’s feeling,
which speak with equal force to the
learned and unlearned, which inspire
the soul with a daring and a fo:titude
sach as it can derive from no consideras
tions which it finds within itself alone,
and which terminate ‘with the grave.

It spcaks not- only of what reason and.
the wvoice within command, but what.

God expressly wills, what has all his
authority, -and is rendered .sacred and
necessary by the heliness.of his: nature.
It summeons.us.to duty from considera-
tions of . dutifulness .to a Sovereign, of
gratitude to.a: Benefactor; and of the
bighest possiple interest to eurselves.
It unites in one unbroken view here and
hereafter, time and eternity; assuring
us from hin who’hith both worlds at'his
disposal, .'that liness hath not only
the promise of;jthe life that now is and
will soon he past, but of that alse which
13 to come and will never know an‘end.
Pp.199, 200. | - )

t ¢« ‘I'here qught to be a grace, a dig-
‘nity and richness about the character of
3 Christiamr; the name ought to suppose
whatever in the way of  virtue and holi-
ness is within the reach of. man, But we

wear our Chriztianity as an easy gar-

ment, which in every.hour of indul-
gence may be, laid aside; we expect the
fulfilment of ‘the divine praomises, as if
(God were to intrude himiself into a low-
born, groveling,; wvicious soul; and we
were to be fitted for heaven, only in that
moment when we hope to enter e’

.

Pp. 209, a10.. T

In the sermon on Party Names,
our authdsf observes, * - -
. . . V. - » 1 \

ministry of Christ;or to trangplant
himself to those regriony, wherein at this
day, the human' character‘'is no ways
raised By the views of a'sublime, ra-
tional and moral religion.” P. 230, -
‘Ihe” tésts of @ religious chda
racter, which our preacher lays
down in the Sermog g  Self-Ex<.
amination, are o <
¢« 1. Whether the love or hatred of sin
be miore prevalent in you ? Religion in
her whole service invites the saint .and
the sinnerj;- to the one she is the food
and entertainimgnt of his soul, to the
other, the ministering angel that may
purify his soul: but she asks of ‘both a
virtuous inclination in every approach
to her; and in the last instanee, that
she has ministered to holines:, to proe-
gressive and incrcasing holiness in both.”™
.2, Let us examine ourselves how we
stand affected to good nicn.—To love
goodness, and not to love a good' man
wherever hé be found, 1s a contradio-
tionr which, 1 think neither the charity
of manor of ‘God will reconcile.—Are.
uprightness and picty in any one of the
fellow-creatures around you, the great
attractive, the strong foundation, t
gencrous bond of your affection to and
complacence in him? This is a more
interesting test of ‘'our inward and entire
love of goodités:, of a soul that is al-
together Ghristian, than we perhaps are

apt to think of{. and by which, if we’

would please; u little oftener, and 'mbre
seriously to’ try ourselves, we should
better know ourselves and the truth of

‘our own character, than ih our présent’

way of delusion I fear we manyof usdo.’*
3. “ Let us,inquire how we stand
affected to another world.” |

In the d"scuuraé on the Divine
Forbearance, Mr. Walker says,

_ ¢ | have abserved in al} minds of a low
form,. a;;a who aspire not to an elevated
morality, a prurient inclination to debase’
themselves, and trample on human'na.
tare, as incapable of one offering that
can be acceptable to - the miajesty of
heaven.” P. 345. R o

¢ By Self-deceit,”® in the discourses
on that subject, "ot author says, %1
unde¢rstand, ever -way inwhich weare,
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led to ‘_impose'-upm ourselves, tn- con- of their guests, whom thoy hardly kney,

ceal or miseapprehend the truth, to pre-
vent the application of those mworal
pringiples which conscicnece and the
voice of God have revealed to us; and
provided as. our director and guard.”
It 13 traced to its first origin in educa-
tiony; - in those wrong impressions to
which ¢ven the best conducted educa-
tion is subject, arnd which are the lux-
uriant- growth of a bad one. < the
forming the minds of youth,” remarks
Mr. W. ¢ depends not only on _those to

whom their education is specially ine.
trusted, but every one around them is a

preceptor in a -greater oy less degree,
and from every source they are drinking
in impressions, and-likings, and aver-
sions, and habits.” o

His nervous and sprited cen-
sures on the influence of fashion
deserveé an attention which it is
to be feared that they will not
meet with from those whom they
most concern. Referving to the
state of society, in it, he says,

than by-any onc qualicy w

or whom they may despise and hate

_ ualisy which Gad de.
signed to constitate the blessed mter.
course between man and map.—<Their
Christianity also must be of the fashion-
able mode; and withiout one honesy
comviction at heart, they will desert the

faith of their fathers, because it is not

the faith of the polite and fashionahle
world.”” Awmong other cauges of self-
deception, which cur author enumerates,
one 15, “ men's contrasting their faules

‘with crimes of a darker hue in othérs,

or in fine, with any erimes to which
they are not themselvss addigted : by
which means they are soothed in the
indulgence of wvery criminal passions,
and have their tonsciences reconciled
to a -course of life, which in-its general
character cannot be recopeiled with
virtue. ‘The flattery of a dressed exterior

in religion. is considered us anether

. %'The monster fashion rears -its head,

the most complete destroyer of the
whole work of God in the mind of
man that ever was invented by wit or
wickedness. Havi 115 quitted the nurse,
the very.outset in life is an initiation to
the will and law of fashion. As they
advance in'years this sovereign regard
to fashion prescribes their whole line of
condnct. Propriety, decorum, morality,
and even rcvéli?tion, are, step by step,
habituated to give way to her caprici-
ous and immoral commands.—~The in-
tercourses of friendship and domestic
sociability arc Vvulgar; and it is ‘more
polite to measure society by the number

ARrT. I1. Sacned Truths addressed to the Children of

powerful auxiliary in-the work of sclf-
eception.. ‘A thied cauec is stated to
e *“ a presumptuous or inigtaken no.
tion of the last -judgment, and ‘of the
distribution of the actors of this warld
in that great- day; a general notion,
which is found to have p: ed Chrisy
tendom, that there will be bat two.great
classes of mankind at the last day, and
that, without regard fo rhe infinite diver-
sity of charaster, which must be’ found
in each, the one will without exeception
be. received, the other without ‘excep-
tion be rejetted.” ' -

But we must stop. This arti
cle has alrcady oceupied too
rouch room. The Review of the
next volume maust be reserved foy
a future number, - T.

Tsrael, res

stding in the British Ewmpire, containing Strictures on the Book,
entitled the “ New Sankedrin,’”’ and Qbservations on seme of the

Proceedings of the Grand Sanhedrim at Paris.
* “12mo. pp. 51. 2s. 6d. Excter.

- Books of divinity come so rarely
fiora the Jeows, that when we meet
with oace we cannot belp viewing
» with attention. — Blr. Cohen,
the  awmtbhor of this‘hitte work, s
of the housc of . Israel, and his
object is toshew, that the Jews can
gun vnething by altering their pre-

~

By L. Cohen,

sent belief, to prove the local res

storation to the land of promise,
and te demonstrate clearly, that
Buonaparte is not the ‘man, the
promised Messiah, — priociples
which the author of the ¢ New
fRandhedrin?®  (see N, Repos.
Vel 11 p. 650.) cndeavours to sed
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aside, .- As far as the letter of the
Mosaic la,n avmls and 1t 18 dan-
gerous. to: dcpcnd upan any thing
else, Mr. C. is successtul.- The
fisurative interpretation of the
whule of - the. Old T e,stament,.
would reduce.it to a mere book.
of poetry. | |

The Jews in “this country, we
learn from ‘thy work bcfore us,-
‘look with no favourable éye upaa.
the’ Grand Sanhedrim. They
complain ospec:ally of the new:
law of inter-marriages, which they
consider as overturning their re-
ligion. . The. attcmpt to prove
Buonap'lrte 40 be the Messiah,
must, says our author, ¢ malse
the Emperor himself smile, when
he recollects the stumblmo block-
to his ‘divéine mission which he
experienced at A%®re, in his attack

on Palestine, to recover the pros.

mised land.”?
“ Now 'therefone (Mr. C conclndee,)
if the Sanhedrim . have done truly and
sincerely in that which they have under-
taken for the house of lsrael then let
them rejoice in- Buonaparte, and let.
Buonaparte rejaice in them ; or €lse let
fire come out frem Buonaparte; and de-
stioy the Sanhedrim. Judges 9.7 p. 36.
T'he author- altades to the at-
tempts -of - the Missionary Society
to entice his' brethren from their
religion, and says that they hayve
mveigled only two of three indi-
viduals, who  have been “ weil
paid” for their-conversion, With-
draw, he says, all \wrldly bene-
fits, dnd the sincerity of these
c‘han(whnﬂs will soon bc disco-
vere d A - |
" In common with all Jews, this

~

i

¥OL. I1I.

ing and reaping;
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truth ‘of Christianity as synoni.
mous with the Divinity of Jesus
of Nazareth. He. shews that
Jesus cannot be received as God in
consistency with the law of Moscs;
nar 1ndeed, he adds, as a- prophet,
for - the Chnstmn fa:th . dispenses
with the eternal <¢ witnesses of the
covenant, circumcision and sab.-
bath.';’, But it behoves the Jews
to reflect that the New Testa-

~

ment, which is the only rule of "

Christtan belief -and practice,
‘teaches no other god ithan the God
of Abraham, Isaac and- Jacob,
‘and cnjoins nothing inconsistent
with~ the Jews retaining their
peculiarities .and Obser\um their
ritual. toethe end of time.. On
this snbject they. would do weH to
consult Dr. PULstlc s Letters to
their nation., |

Mr. Cohep -states in a ¢ post-
scnpt > that the arts and sciénces
are not sufficiently encouraged
among the Jews. e '}umsclf
at a grcat expense, . and with
much labour, began to construct
a machine for 't}xci]it&ting MOWe
but failing in
his ex pectations of support fcom
‘¢ the ( pulent of his pceople,” he
was ()bh(r(‘d to drop the scheme
alroocthvr. He acknowledges how-
every, ‘¢ the noble offer of hLis
Grace the Duke: of Bedford,
of bearing him out in ¢ the whole
expense.”  He rgeommends the

“Institution of a Jewish socicty for
- the eneouragement of

arts and
sgienees, ¢ a measure which would
(we adnrit,) redound to the hoa

3 . . . . A ‘n e n: 3 1 7
wiiter erroncously considers the: nour ¢f that nation.

-

-
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Arr. I1I.  Trihemeron Sacrum, or an abridged PEreparation fir
‘recetving the Lord's Supper, with Forms of Service, and Ritlos
of Abstinence to commence on Friday Noon, in the preceding week.
24mo. PpP- 45 Rivingtons.‘ 180,(_5, T .o

. It is curious to obsenve, how
nearly our high-church divines
approach to Popish principles,
whilc at the same time they plead
for the oppression of honest Pa-
pists. - They are tender to theijr
¢¢ Roman Catholic brethren,”
as they are called 'in the Tract
before us, every where but at
home. |

This little manual is designed
to revive the worst part of popery
—its superstition; with regard to
which, chiefly, the reformed reli-
gion is a blessing: for in point of
metaphysical absurdity and un-
scriptural belief, the - Protestants
are not much behind the Papists.
'The author states that — the
Lord’s supper is essentially neces-
sary to salvation; regrets that—
our reformers ‘in their zeal for
altcration,’® abolished the days
of weekly fasting or abstinence ;
hopes that——** a revision of the
liturgy, under the proper autho-
rities will take place,” with a view
to re.cstablish some ecclesiastical

rules annulled at the refo’rmatitm;
and calls upon the legaslature
(such calls are, we obscrve, he.
coming common,) to inferfere and.
‘“attach p1saBIL1?1ES and FIyEs
to the neglect of the sacrament.”
This recommendation to parli.
ament—worthy of a monk of
the darkest "age—may excite the
nonconforming reader’s abhor-
rence; but the following direc-
tions will, 1t is probable, recal
his good humour. o

¢ It is recommended to the pérson who
proposes receiving the sacrament, ro ée-

gin bis abstinence on the Friday at twelve

o clock, or at farthest at throe o clock. "The
quantity of food necessary for sustaining
the body must be discretionary,.as. cir-
cumstances respecting health andstremgth
of constitutioh shall direct; with this
ebservation, that fish, wbich in its wte
most latitude, is the permitted article among

. Roman Caibelics, affords u bere it abounds,

. . ¢ @ A\ \ 3
the most nutritious as well as lxurious

JSeod. ‘This abstinence shonld bawe re-

ference to what we ariné as.well as to
what we'cqt ; all strong liguers are to be
cargfully awoided, and it might be well
to abstain from the use gf buster, with our
morning or evening teq.””  Pref. P9

ART. IV. The Claims of the Estoblishment, ¢ Scrmon, preached
August 30, 1807, at Croydon in Surry, by John Freland, D. D.
Prebendary of Westminster, and Vicar of Croydon. 8§vo, pp- 20.

Hatchard, 1807.

This is a fecble attempt to sup-
port the base and wicked cry of
““ No Popery,” and to bend the
arguments of Locke and Paley

\

with a plausible argument against

their general principles. T
He revives, though writing

against Papists, the argument

into subservience to the views of jure divino, and seems to consider

the present ministry, " The ex-
ceptions to toleration, unwiscly
admitted by these liberal writers,
furpish  our political preacher

this plea sufficient to silence both
Calvinists (meaning we suppose
Protestant Disscnters) and Catho-
hgs., He asserts (and gl;mughwt

9
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the whole of Kis discOurse he .

mistakes assettion for argument,)
that the deprivationt of civil rights
3s not persecution, and that tole-
ration to be perfect must 1mply
an exclusion from certain privi-
leges. In concluding, the “ Viear
of Croydoh,” puts it to ¢¢ the
.conscience” -of the Catﬁdhc, whe.
-ther he ought not to submit to
every h&l’dsblp that the govern-
.mént' of the country may in ifs
wisdéml impose npon him, in
imitation of the primitive Chris-
tighs, who, for an example to after
belrevel‘s, bore quigtly « unprirci-
pled' persecution,” and ¢ SUp-
portéd government, thotgh mark.
<d with the most bléody hosnhty
to them 17

Is this @n insidious blow at our
religious rutlers” cool and crucl
n'ony? one would ch&t\atdbly hope
so; for who would clivose to tax
a dlgmﬁed clergyrsan of ¢¢ the best
constituted church in the world,”?
with xmpﬁd’e‘DCe hordering on pro-
fhoracy,' or folly approachuﬁg ‘to
idiocy ?

Dr. ¥reland avows himself the
author of the ¢ Letters of Fabius,
addressed to Mr. Pitt; in the
yeat 1808.” This was an unnc-
cessary display of frankness; the
¢¢ Letters” we believe wete never
heird of beyond the bounds of

.the printifig-office, and the name

of their author is not hke}y,

judging of him from the specimen

before us, to drag them from b=
livion.:

ART. V. The Student and Padstor; or Directzans hoto to attam

to Eminence and Usefulness in those réspective ci;aracters

| ~which dre added A Leétter to a

To
Friend, upon his E#tranceé on the

Mintiberial Office, .and an Eséay on Elocution and Prohunciation,
By Jokn Mason, M. 4. New Editions with additions, and. ai
Essay on Cateckising, by Joshna Ioulmm D. D. Ide. pp. 244.

.Symmsds. 1807.
"Mr.-.' ‘Masc?m’.s “ Stﬁ&énf and
Pastor,” is a well kown and ge- P

- herally approved work. It abounds
with good sense -and rational
piety.

The « Letter to a Friend” is of
the same class, j dchcxous and sc-
Fious,

In amn * Essay 01‘1 Eldcutlon »
more excellence is expécted than
! a‘ny other brancht of writing,.
It is heonourable to the tepufatldn
of Mr. Ma‘stm that. big ‘Eré&ct on
this subject has long received tlie
stamp of public afprobation.

ce In the coutse of a few years it

ggggl throug bhlt three m\preasipns M,
3o ¢y, publisher, emineng for eniu
d taSté- adogl:gd it aﬁd a?mertcdgu 43

It was ofiginally
ublished without the hame of the
author, and met in.that state vyxth con-
siderable encoura emexit at one of our
public ® Universities ; b w’;:en ME.
Mason claimed it as his own, by prefixe
ing his name to the second echt‘ion, that
learned body is said to have scouted it
from their walls as the work of a Dis-
scﬁtcr Pref. pp. XL ¥ii.

‘The present edition of these
litthe works is rendéréd vafuabld
by Dt. Toulmir’s Notes, which
represent him to the read’ef‘ in the
light of & fationdt Christian and
a fm‘thful pastor.

['be <¢ fssay on Catec tsing,

i 4 véry suitdble appendl tort \&
¢ Studént and Pastor,”

the ‘Préceptwa
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4 Concise View of the Suecession qf Sacred Literature,

n a Clcr(malogzcal Arrangement of Authors and theik JVor/rs
Jrom the Invention of Al shabetical Characters, to the Year of

~our Lerd, 345.
London, 1807.

‘Adam Clarke, is alrcady known

to the pubhc not disadvantage~
ously, by a bibhiographical dlC".

tionary, published in successive

volutes, and lately brought to a

The object of thdt work

was to furnish an account of the _;venty-two, whence thc name aof

.the version.

closc

chicf editions of the meost valuable
and curious books in various lan-
guages, intermixed with short
ciitical obbervatnons and occasion-
al anecdotes.. It displayed an
extensive ruquamtance with sub-
Jects of blbhoomphy ; at the same
time, in some parts, owing pro-

bably to want of leisure, a cir-

cumstance which may casily be
inferred from the known engage-
ments of the author, it was not

exccuted with all that accuracy m
which is desirable in performances ¢

of that nature.

The present 1s a work somewhat
similar .in design, ‘and requiring
similar qualifieations for its ex:
ecution. It proposes to give an
account. ot ecclesiastical writers,
in chronological succession, from
the earliest penod till the inven-
tion of printing, containing short
accounts of’ theu lives, - catalufrms
of their writings, analyses of some
of their principal works, with
notices of the first and the best
editians of cach author, and of
the best translations which have
appeared in the anrhsh language.
‘d‘he present volumc, extends to
A. D. 345; another it is supposa
ed, will compfetc the design,

‘The articles which we have
particularly examined, appear to

- By Adqm Clarke, A.Al. _

12mo. pp. 312.

Thc ‘authm of this work, Mr. .'hme been executed mth conbr-

derable accuracy. P. 39..The
account of the pretended Anxtws,
as is well known, is that.siz pers
sons were deputed from each tribe

for the translation of thc Heble

scriptures into Greck, |in, all se-

P. 50. T he account -

given of Mangey's Philo, if meant
to describe the eXterior splendour

of the edition, 1s true;' it intend-

ed to relate to the critical quahp
ficationst of the editor, is, cong
siderably over-rated ; learned men
both at home and abroad, have
complained much of:the faults of
that edition. - The ¢onvenient
cdition of Pfeiffer, might have
been mentioned. | P. 101. T he
memory of Napier, the inventor
of logarithms, is somewhat insulted
by the application of  the vulgar
proverb, ¢ Ne sutor ultra crepi-
dam,” because he made a.com-
putation from the book of Revela-
tion, of the duration. of the
wmld,lwhzch tume has dxsproved
The fate of other calculators of
future events from the same data
should have saved him from this
reproach. P. 109. The edition
of the apostolical fathers by Cate-
lerius should have beén mention-
ed. P. 250, 281, The editions
of different works of Eusebius by
R. -Stephens, contain only ‘the
Greek.

The sub ect on which l\lr.
Clarke entcrs most largely into
critical disquisition is that of the
notorious text, 1 John, v. 7; which
he honebtly, thou;_,h with semeé

“ . L4
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reluctancc, abundons to its me.

rited fate. Ile however conteuds
for a hmher anthmty of the Dub-
lin MS. (thg only MS. containing
the verse .which has even the
slightest title to ‘notice,) than the

opponents of its ~authority are
willing to allow. In support of
his opinion he furmshes -a fac-si-
mile of the spurious passage, and
the two following verses, which
he says, and we have no doubt
with 1ruth, is executed, with great-
er accuracy than any pre cedmo
copy. = Comparing this with the
specimens of Greek pa]afooraphy
in Montfaucon, he supposes the
“Codex Montfortii to -be of  the
thirteenth century. On the other
hand, the best judges, and among
them a critic who is more conver-
sant with Greek MSS. than any
other. of the age, without hesita.
tion say, that this Dublin copy,
from its mtcrnal clmracters, cana
not possibly be referred to a high-
er perind ‘than the fifteenth, and
was most probably written in the
sixteenth century, We are wholly
disposed to. abxde by their decisi-
on. The opinion is perfectly un.
biassed, for the age of the Dublin
MS. is a c1rcumst'1ncc of no mo-
ment, in the general controversy.
If written a thousand years ago,
its testimony would be of no.more
weight than if written yesterda),—
for the interpolation,. - whenever
inserted, was inserted by transla.
tion from the Vulgate, by some
writer, who betrays himself by,
his lahguage not to have been a
native Greek, and has in the pre-
ceding verse introduced & core
ruption, the cause of which is
obvxous in the Latin copies, but
which could not_ possibly have
happened iu the Greek.

[ 2
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Since therefore this passage,
which: we should be ashamed any
longer to call the disputed. text,
is wanting in all the Greek MSS,
(the excepnons which . have. been
made, we scarcely need say, are

unworthy of notice,) is unsup-

ported through. the whole of -
Greek anthmty, -1s_found inno
ancient version but the Latin, and
is wammg in many -of the best
copies_even of that version, we
are at a loss to conceive on whht
grounds Mr. Clarke can say in

“his Preface, ¢ 1 would not have
that the _

my readers imagine,
proofs against the authenticity of

.this passage are demonstrative,—

to me they are not so; yet they
arc strongly presumptive.,”” We
at least find it difficult to conceive
of -moral evidence approaching
morp nearly to demonstration.,
‘We cannot avoid on' this oca
casion expressing some surprise,
that eur ecclesiastical rulérs suffer
this text still to disgrace our biblcs
as printed by public authority.
Let them seriously reflect on this
sentence of Griesbach. ¢ Si tam
pauci, dubii, suspecti,- rccentes
testes, et argumenta tam levja,
sufficerent ad demonatrandam leca
tionis cujusdam yvyeioryra, licet
obstent tam multa, tamque gravia .
et testimonia et argumenta, nula
lum prorsus superesset in re critica
veri falsique criterium, et textus
Nopi Testamentr universus plane

‘incerfus esset atque dubius.”’ We

perfectly agree with this writer,
that if by such evidence the
genuineness of this text is not dis.
proved? there exist no laws' of,
evidence by which the truth of
Christianity itself can; be pmved.
We must return to mystlcxsm,

- and inward, unintelligible princi

ples o: faxth.
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338 Puetry.— O the death
““Wehad mtendod t say a few

Words bii the testimony of Cypri-
zm, ‘and the ortﬁbdox confession
of faith otfered to Hunnd;c, oh
which Bl¢. Clavke is dlsposed to
lay some stress, but our lithits
il not permiit, and' the subject
38 scdtcely Worth the trolible-of
._‘r‘{'peatéd investigation.
) Mr. Clarke’s object. itt this
work is ldudable, anci both his
éwampk and his advice we strong-
Iy reconmmeiid to the notiée of bhis
brethireir.  In -His style - there s
sohtetinies 4 whinisical quamtness
wh’xch \\é shoxﬂd V\lbh to sce cor-

) chschs

of Mrs. B. 4. Titford.

rected. Jehov ah Taeba‘otﬁ is-¥ank-
ed' as thé fitst of 'the Hebrew
because the decalogte
was w ritten By the finger 6f God,
“ Thé book of Psalins,’ T is said,
“ is ‘oiie of (he most bflbllmé pro-
ductions ever ez,hlblted ‘to ‘the
world.”” This is’ praise ‘which
will' not be ¢oiitested. ‘Tt isadded,
‘¢ and - thé most perfect ' poetic

composltroh that gerhaps the heo.
man genius: can’ ‘ever attaih fo,
evell undérd divine m’spxratmﬁ 7
'This, we éé’ncei\ie, s ni6f¢ than
eithér & ‘eritic of adiviné ¢an
have a rlgﬁlt t6 sa_y. o

D“*

. ~ . .
ot ot WA 73 5 W D ‘o . - v 4 2 a=
- v Pt e o a——
- . .
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&n ’(Jr.r. Mory Ann T:szrt/ ‘wEo a’zeJ jast
a_rft%r Cbz‘[i—bzﬂb, ﬂ’ld’rcfl 3’, 1868

!IA‘RK the krell tolls, - portcntous

.. sounds. I fear;

ﬁapl' some friend, gnm-vx:,ag ’d &eath'
Ras torn

From this fdir earth, from ca‘dh conﬁe:t-

ton dear,
And left surviving rcIatxves to mourmn.

Too true my, fears; the much-loved

Mary’ 3 dead.
Weép ev’ry eyeé, bemoal her fate forlom,

Frenzied with' pain, hér samtc’d ‘spirit

fled
Soon as the unconscxous innecent was

born.

, Ah ! haples babc

smllcs,
106 kiss mdternal on thy lips rrhprest

" Ro soothing veite to soft tep
No fogod mutritious yields to thee her

breast *,

Wabm with devmxorr, free Erom bigot
ppleen,
“T'hy . mother worshlpp’d at rehgxons

. qh\“i’i’e'
T'o l‘xer, lifé’ g dutms had nb MOwﬁ‘iﬁg

v

on thﬁ.e no mother

W ﬁovc’d her phozd bosom to repine.
"% The infant

osebeguiles, .

Dee ‘in hér breast ¢hs’ sxckness plung’d
hi'S dare, -

And paﬂid haes spréad o'¢r Reér face

. ‘oemgn, P

‘Tho’ tomm thh pam, her mxldqmmur-
muring heart

Bow’d to Hér fate, with forfitudé divine.

Svéet tonsolation! bald {6 sorrow déep!

MAhm; eittomb’d was Virtud’s Ervoutite

. chil :

Fond, virtuous husband cease, ah! t.eaeé
to chp

And yxeld thy soul to’ résxgnatxon mild,

Snatch’d from terrestrxal sccnes of grxcf .
Cand catc,

From vadting 50rre w- and' hedre-rortur-

ing pain, .
degt realms celesnal and with angels
air,’

She Nives wheré pedce and rapture'ceas'e-

- lesy reipgm.

Consolirig: thought ! -représs’ your: misr-
. m’rivg sighs, -
kl[ldr@d’

Bcwaxhng paresits,
.sincere !

s she no't axn‘cf the bnght, tch -
mbrtaly nZ‘

Bliss cvey oming thro? ghé ETeavar
"Year®

Fort-streel, Spatay' cl‘d:, ] S.

frnends |

i1s sincc dead.

~
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- Tug politic’l eyents of the preseat
day are fraught .with svonder and asto-
nishment. .The great ‘designs of Pro-<
vidence are carryipg forward, and in
vain does the darm of flesh attempi to
resist them. ‘Rut how would our farhers
have been astonished at events, which
have created with us po surprise, and
by the majority .of people have not been
noticed. In one day, since our last, a
newspaper -apnounced  the following
events that had taken place the preced-
ipg day. High mass was performed in
the chapel of the Portugnese ambassa-
dor, -the pepe’s-nuncio sitting in a ¢hair
of state by the. great altar, and a se-
cretary of state, with several of the no-
bility;-assisting at this grand ceremeony.
A hundred: years ago, nay thirty years
ago, the presence of a pope’s nuncio In
England . would have- excited universal

alarm, and a secretary of statg inthose

days wanld not have had the courage tobe
ip company with him, much less to bave
bee¢n in the same chapel with him, whilst
mass -was {saying. ‘This.is a pleasing
fr-o’u.f, that much of the religious into-
crance, which' has so -disgraced the
protestant world, and particylacly - the
people of the united kingdom, is worn
away.- - Happy -should “we -be,-if it
were entirely removed;-and that, npon
the true Christian pripeiple,stbat-the re-
ligion of Christ was estahlished in our
hearts; and-that we disdained to.il] treat
our hrethren, or to deprive them of
any civil rights on account of - their reli-
£10us persyasion. - ST
In the same paper that _announced
the solemn mass in the Portuguese cha-
‘pel before ~the pope’s nuncio and a se-
cretary of state, we tead another docu-
ment relative to popery, - of . greater
importance, and which ought to ‘excite
great rejoicing invthe protestant world.
An order has been issued by the Erench
general for the cardinals to guit Rome,

and the pretended holy father was'ter-

tibly alarmed on thi§  occasion. ‘e
foresaw ‘himself left destitute of -all
counse] and “advice, -and.his infallibility

-of scripture, -and net to any

-~ ..

it seems was not suffictent for the guid-
ance - of the commpinnity, . still bending
bengath his spiritual yoke. - He issued
his mandate to His-cardinals, not to quit
Rome but by fayce, and even then not
to move. farther from Rome than they
were compelled to do.  The force we
hope, has been exerigdi and we shall
feel none of those compunctions. which
false compassion -engeavours to excite.
That dominion, raised by tyrasny and
fraud, must be subdued: and, if- it
should end-in the holy fatker being se-
parated from all his counsellors, and
rendered urrerly incapable -of executin
another . act of his pretended spiritu:
authority, we shall adore.that Provie
dence which has permitted.us ta see
the e¢nd of the vilest tyranpny that was
gver imposed upen mankind. ~
Wheo cauld haye iinagined, thirty year
ago, that this sest of fraud sheuld be
in such a condition ? That.the successar
of thass wicked .men, whao trampled
uypon the necks of kings -and peopie,
shoyld in so short a time be reduced to
such .an . abject state: of dependance?
God grant that his tyranny may net

again revive! thar his pretences at in-

fallibility may. become the laughing
stock of all mankind ! that -his, residence
may be purged entirely of the unclean
bgasts that inhabit it! and-that the inba-
bitapts of.the warld, freed fram his delp~
sions,maylaok ta Christand to the words
f pretended
vicar of our lord and master:- .

Xst, .in wishing the downfal of papal

tyrappy ard papal superstition, we would

be far from injuring our cathelic brew
thren in their mode of worship, which
is perfectly independeat of the pope -or
his miserable canclave: we read with
pleasure the protest of seweral peers on
the catholic question, in the same papér,
and this third singularity i a proof to
ug, *that papal superstition goon ~miust
fall. -Protéstants-have boch very | ”-\n'ﬂi;y
in thieir mode of " dttacking it. §l"h'cy'
have used force instead of argument.

They have Jost sight of the spirit of 'the
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~ gospel, and attacking with carnal wea-
“pons their deluded brethren, have had
the mortification of seeing, that they
clung still more closely to their ‘errors.
- 4% different conduct would have long
ago made 2 material change.
protestants, instead of persecuting their
catholic brethren in Ireland, and pro-
voking them to madness, had held ott
to them the right hand of fellowship,
had shewn -in” their gown conduct the
good fruits of religion, had made the
scriptures their guide, and appealed tg
them alone, lreland at this time, would
not sce popery the predominant religion,
but would have renounced falsehood for

truth. But do protestants differ se much.
from papists, that any one reflecting

man should think it a matter of import-
ance, to which sect he belongs? It one
side says “ Our pope i infallible ;” if the
other side says ¢ A teacher, who teaches
avght against our articles 6r c¢reeds or
confesstons shall be punished ;> there
must be a very great differcnce indeed
in the opinions taught by these parties,
for a person to give credit to either.
Christ’s yoke is easy and his burden is
kght; but the chains and fetters of
these traditional and unscriptural Chris-
tzams are galling, and not to be borne,
however gilded over by fashion and po-
pular opinion. - |

The petition of the Irish catholics for
Liberty of conscience has been rejected :
but the debate upon it has done great
good. The enemies to liberty of con-
science and freedom of religion, have
been completely driven out of the field
of argument. Never were more miser-
able subterfuges heard. The advocates
for religious toleration carried every
thing before them, as far as argument
and eloquence could avgil in both houses:
but numbers prevailed. On counting
votes they were #in a minority. Yet
every friend to religion must rejoice,
that even among the bishops one woice
was heard in favour of true Christian
principles. ‘The bishop of Norwich has
. done himself immortal honour. His

speech has been read with general ap-

probation all over the united kingdom.
He stood upon the true ground of Chris~
tian charity and love, that the friends
of true religion must be friends to reli-
giaus liherty, and that.it was to betray
the cduse of truth, to suppese rhar any
- evil could arise by exter-iing liberty of
conscience to all. Great will be the

cifect of this speech every where, bug.

L Mr.

If the .
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'particuiarly in his own diocese, where
‘he 1is generally beloved, and "which he -
 kept totally free,from che yell of ¢ No
papery,” when it was lately raised for
such base and sinister purposes.
~ The discussion, wesay, hasdone good,
but it will not be secen for: some time,
The questioh was taen up on a very
narrow grourid, the relief of the catho-
lics in Ireldnd : but are they the only
persons, whose casé calls ont for relief?
An enlightened $tatesman, who s also
a vencrable presbyter of the é¢hurch of
England*; has¥eenthe question inits true
Hght, and with a truly patriotic -and at
the same time a truly Christian spirit,
he wishes to seé our code of laws fréed
entirely,fgom all the intoelerant statutes
‘with whicKit is disgraced., He hassince
our last, published an excellent pam.
phlet, in which he recomimends ¢a
more extehded discussion ‘in favour of
. liberty of conscience,”™ and*he-wishes
it to be carriéd on with that temperance
and moderation, that all men may seg
the expediency and propriery of the
measure. He has un- this measure
in concert with several gentlemen and
clergymen of the. church of England,
only one dissenter having been permit.
_ted to sign the paper. l—ﬁ: Justly consi-
“ders, ¢ that on this pri-nc}gle " alone,

- can protestants justify- their séparation

trom the church of Rome;- on this
alone - can Christianity - ac&mplish the
gracious puriose of its divine -author,

cant beéome the religion of the world,

and the source of tentinwal improve.
ment in virtue and happiness to’all man-
kind.” ‘The true Christian views these
efforts with pleasure: ‘He réjoices to
see the attempts made by men 'to dis-
entangle themselves from error. The
grand point however is to teach .men to
be Christians, that is, to acknowledge
Christ as their Jord; and hc who be-
lieves this tfue doctrine, must hold up
his hand against every infringement of
the right of censcience.

What is it indeed that'the church of
England-man and the papist are con-
tending about ? Why should they slight
cach other so miuch ?- Are they not both
equally intolerant # and do they not in
the same creed-hold out to eternal per-
dition those of a different faith ? « No!”
says the church of England-man beldly, -
“ No! I do not believe s0.”” «“ Lookat the
Athanasian creed,” we say, $¢which.is
ordcred to be said or sung .in ypur
churches.” . ¢ But I never read it,” he re-

Wyvill,



plies, as-a church of England man said
to us the other day, *“and. I sit dowan,
when it isread.”” < ‘Thenyou arenpota
member of the church of England; or,
if you wish to side wirch it in preference
to other sects, you ought to'be for.to-
Jeration, since you want toleration your-
self.’> In the discussion proposed by
Mr. Wyvill, we wish that all churches
should be examined. Dissenters’ meet-
ings, as well as . established C,hx;;rghcs,-
require to be taught the first rudiments
of Chiistianity. ILove one- another.
The intolerant crucify Christ,"and what--
ever may be the effect of the discussion
or of future petitions, the true Christian
can consider the necessity of them,.only
as sorrowful instances of the ligctle pro-
gress that .Christianity has made among
us. He who studies the scriptures for
himself, looks for the day, when the
kingdoms of the world shall become the
kingdoms of the J.ord and his Christ,
instead of attempting to set. up an au-
thority paramount to that of our Sa-
wviour. ) _—
‘The sentence of Mr. Stone has excited
some sensation among -the recflecting -
part of the community. The bigots and
the worldly-minded are outrageously
against himj but the reflecting clergy-
men, without. entering into any ques-
tion on his opinions, view. the manner
in which he has been treated, with great
horror and disgust. = They say, that the
revival of an obsolete statute, without
the proof of one single person’ being
condemmned in the manner that Mr. Stone
has been, is not only a thing unheard
of for many years in our country, but
would more become an adyvocate for
torture, than the mildness of the church
of England. 'They say too, that the
statute of Queen Elizabeth, was never
meant to be cntorced in the manner in
which it has bcen 'in this instance, to
the total exclusion of the. scriptures:
for, that in the discussiopsjof her days,
her divines referred to the scriptures,
and Mr. Stone wouyld haye been ad-
judged to act against the scriptures,, and.
to reasan falsely, before they would
have thought of conden.iing bam. They
fannot  sce jn the act ol , parliament,
the least intimation of a spirigual ceurt,
framed of civiiians ; only one  court 1s
indeed mentioned,. the high' commis-
sion court, but that comsisted partly
of divines and partly of eminent states-
men, not of,technical lawyers, “Lhey
mquire what is.to be the state of eler-
VOL. I11. ' 2
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gymen, if the néw rule were to be acted

_up -to, and upen gvery smpposed devia-

tion 1’ a sermion from the articles, the
bishop, instead of exercising his pastoral
care and paternal authority, in question-
ing his broghes, should immediately
convent him d4nto a «<riminal ecourt.
They say tao, and in this the true

Christian must perfectly agree with

them, that the whole proceeding is con-

trary to the discigline, laid down, by

St. Paul; but that arguinent was never.
discussed in Doctors’ Commops. Mr.

Stone’s casc is befcre another civil dec-

tor, and we ‘0 e.ce that the matter will
not easily ead. ‘The great question is, .
whether Mr. Stone is not the truest
friend, as he calls himself, to the church
of England: for either he is rigbt or
he is wrong in his opinions. If he ,is
right in his .opinions, he has pr,operfy,
and like a true son of the church, called

upon it to revoke its errors. If heis
wrong, he has certainly acted in obedi-~
ence -to his vow at ordination: and it
becomes a church to treat an aged pres- .
byter, upwards of seventy years of age,
with sonie respect at least, and to shew

in what manner the study of fifty years
has been mis-apphed.
. In the foreign political world, Spain
is the great object of attention, and
hopes are entertained in this country,
that insurrection rages in yarious pro-
vipees. The Spaniards are placed in a
very strange situation. Deprived .of
both their kings, wich «a forgign army
in the heart of their country, how are
they to act # All the bends of unign are
broken, and for what are they to fight ?
'They are to fignt for their country, it is

-

saild, and drive out the French, and then

settle their government as they please.
But is there any reason to expect a bet-
ter government in the end, if framed
by Spaniards rather than Frenchmen 2
The men used to the management of

‘their  affairs,. are chiefly churchmen,

and no psospect appears as yct of ena
largement of mind in any of their pro-
ceedings. It is impassible that the great
ma-s of the people should he worse off
under the government of the French,
than under their late princes and clergy.
Their ancient spisit has peen broken,
and we expect them to act with
' spirit.  If * that, spirit
should re¢vive, not omly the French
would suffer, but all the supporters of
the former tyranny, and Spain would
exhibit scenes simikar to those in the re-
v
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volution of France. Little indeed do
we know of the internal state ‘of Spain.
One thing however 1is certain,  that
Cadiz would not admit our troops within
its wals, nor suffer us to have posses-
sion of its fleet. The French savercign
has laid his plan tco wisely, to fear
much from' our interference, and it is
probable, that every thing will be set-
tled at Bayonne; the Cortez will be
senewed ; the Inguisition destroyed; and
the whole received with general satis-
faction in Spain. Some one province
may perhaps make a few struggles, and
assisted by England be depopulated
like the Vendée. . :

In Sweden, better hopes are said to he
entertained by its king. The Russians
have been checked in Fimland, and the
Freneh have not yet landed in Sweden.
Troops from Englund have arrived at
Gottenburgh; but where they are to

-

act is, it seemis, not settled. Another
month will afford more accurate ace
counts. -

Austria is reported to be'in great agi-
tation. Troops are raised with great
alacrity, and it was rumoured, that
they were destined to act against the
great sovereign of Europe. Vain hopes!
Upon what foundation can they have
been erected ? His influence is too firm-
ly £xed. He is still at- Bayonne, -direct-
ing at his easeé the ‘councils of Europe,
and when he has settled Spain, to what
point he will direct his attention, the

‘cabinets of Europe wait submissively

for his resolves. Having freed Spain
from its horrid Inquisition, its priests,
and its monks, he may probably lower
the crescent of Mahomet, and rescue.
the Greek_church from the tyranny of
its masters, and its own vile supersti-
tions. | | ‘

——
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Died at Alresford, Hants, Thursday
the 12th of May, Mrs. SARAH
COOKE, wife of Mr. Thomas Cooke,
in the 26th year of her age. Six days
fircvious to her dissolution, she was de-
ivered of twins,” one of which was
still-born and the other survived only a
few hours. On that day weck her re-
mains, in one coffin, together with those
of her three children (for the eldest was
still-born seven months™before,) taken up
from the church-yard and being put in-
to another coffin, were conveyed to
Newport, in the Isle of Wight, when
they werc interred m the family vault
of Thomas Cooke, Esq. scn. in the
church-yard of that town. The foilow-
ing Sunday, the Rev. M.:. Tingecombe

delivered at the General Baptist place of

worship, an appropriate and affecting
discourse from 1 Epistle of Paul to the
Corinthians, chap. xv. v. s5. O death,
wbere 1s thy sting? ‘T’he hymns were
sung in a soft and pathetic manner, as
was ‘also. PorE’s dying Christian, ac-
companied by theorgan at the ¢lose of
the service. Thé whole was conducted
with an interesting solemnity, and left
a lasting impression on the heart. The
moralist and divine have ever considered
the evanescent nature of life, a fruitful

subject of reflection, and onthe present
distressing occasion there is abundant
matter for meditation. What is your
life,~is it not a vapour that appearcth for a

little time and then vanisheth away [

Died at Fortsmouth in his 67th year,
Sir JOHN CARTER, Knt. a cha-
racter generally and most deservedly
respected and valued throughout the
county, whether considered in a public
or private capacity. His parenes were
both Dissenters, and belonging to that
denomiuation, designated by the term,
rational dissenters. His father was a
merchant of considerable eminence and
of invincible integrity, in this town.
From him he inherited a strong and un-
shaken attachment to those political
principles which seated the house of
Hanover on the throne of England.
And though obliged occasionally to com-
ply with that disgraceful statute which
appoints, as a necessary qualification for
discharging the duties of a magistrate,
the réceiving the Lord’s supper agreea-
bly tq the .forms of the -established
church, he remained firm ta the princi-
plés of dissent from the doctrines and
worship of ‘that church. o

[
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¥e was born on the r6th December
1741, and in September £763, was elect-
ed an alderman of this borough. About
the year 1768 or 9, he began to actas a
magistrate ; -and never was there orne
who attended to the duties of that im-
portant office, with moré assiduity, im-
partiality, and zeal for the interests and
honour of his country, for the accommeo-
dation and comfart of his neighbours, or
the prompt and mild administration of
justice to all. S

At -Michaelmas, 1769, he was first
chosen mayor of this borough. In the
summer of 1773, during s second
mayoralty, the king made his first visit
to Portsmouth, where he was recerved
with much greatéer marks of affection
and loyalty, than he had been given to
expect. Desirous to make come rveturn
to his good people of Fortsmouth for
their attentions to him, he wished to
confer the honous of knighthood on
their mayor; a title, at that time, held
in higher estunation than, from its re-
peated prostitution, it now is. Of this
honour, Mr Carter was not in the least
ambitious; and, indeed, so averse from
it were both he and Mrs. Carter, that he
declined it. He was informed that his
Majesty considered this refusal ¢s pro-
ceeding from a disregard in the Carter
family to the: royal favour; this con-
mderation, and the earnest persuacion of
his friends, induced him to yield a re-
" lutant compliance : he was accordingly
knighted on the 23d of June r773. In
the summer of 1782, his father re-
tired from Portsmouth into Sussex,
and left the direction of the Carter
influence * in the corporation to this,
his oldest son. This influence he in-

variably used with the greatest possi-

ble disinterestedness, with the picest
sense of honour, with the purest princi-
ples of independence, and with the most
serapulous integrity. Wholly unambiti-
ous, he sought neither to promote his
own interests, nor the aggrandizement
of any part of his family; ncither for
whoin fior himself would he ever ask a
favour. - ‘I'he interests and welfare of
others were uniformly the objects of lis
pursuit.

In the year 1784, he was appointed,
Sheriff of the county 3 which honourable
office'he filled to the entire satisfaction
of all parties, with and dignity to himself.

In the years. 1782, 6, and 9, he was
sevérally "elected to the office of chief.
magistrate in this town; and again in
1793 : it was duringthis, his 6th mayor-
alty, that the king, in the summer of
1794, made his, third and last visit to
this p6tt. His majésty’s person on this
as on his former visits, was immediately
attended by the peace-officers of the
corporation ; and what few of the mili-
tary accompanied him in his walks, al-
ways followed the civil power. .

During the . mutiny at Spithead, in
the spring of 1797, Sir John Carter
rendered a very essential service to the
town and country by his mild. conci-
liating, and patient conduct. The sail-
ors having lost three of their comrades,
in consequence of the resistance made to
their going on board the London, then
bearing the flag of Admiral Colpoys, wish-
ed to bury them in Kingston church-yard,
and to carry them in procession through
the town of Portsmouth. This request
was most positively refused them by the
governor. They then applied to Sir
John Carter, to grant their request, who
endeavoured to convince the governor of
the propriety and necessity of complying
with it; declaring that he would be an-
swerable for the peace of the town and
the orderly conduct of the sailors. The
governor would not be prevailed on,
and prépared for resistance, and re-
sistance, ' on both sides, would, most
probably, have been resorted to, had
not the calmness, the perseverance, and
forbearance of Sir John Carter at length
compromised the affair, by obtaining
permission for the sailors to pass through

the garrison of Porismouth in procession,

but ?he bodics to be landed at the Com-

mon Hard, in Portsea, where the pro-
cession was to join them. For soliciting
and obtaining this indulgence to the sail-
ors, he was stigmatized as a ¢ jacobin,”
and loaded with many opprobrious epi=
thets by persons whose high stations, at
least, should have taught them betier,
and which he, though possessing the

* The writer of this article purposely avoids entering into the long and secvere
cantest between the Carter intcrest and the late Lord Sandwich, then first Lord
of the Admiralty, for this influence, as not placing the charagter of Sir John Carter

0 any new point of view.
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very ¢ milk of human kindness,” was
-undet ‘he necessity of resenting, by de-
clining all farthér intercourse with them.
So great was Sir Jolin Carter’s influence
over the sailors, that they most scrupu-
lously adhered to the terms he preséribed
to them, ih their procession to the grave
Two of théir comrades having become
e« litele ‘grogiry,” dfter they came on
shore, they carefully locked them up in
a room by ‘theémselves, lest they should
be disposed to become quarrclsome or be
unable to coiduct themselves with pro-
priety. It was a most interesting spec-
tacle. Sir John accompanied them
himself through the garrison, to prevent
any .
Common Hard, he was joined by Mr.
Godwin, the friend and associate of his
youth, anda very worthv magistrate of
this borough : they attended the proces-
sion tillit pasied the fortifications at Port-
sea: every thing was conducted with the
greatest decorum: when the sailors re-
turned and were sent off to their re-
spective ships, two or three of thé ma-
naging delegates came to Sir John, to
inform him that the men were all gone
on board, and to thank him for his
¢ great goodness” to them. Sir John
seized the opportunity of inquiring after
their admiral, as these delegates belonged
to the London: “ do you know him
your honour ?”” Yes, 1 have a great re-
spect for him, and I hope yot will not
do him any harm : ¢ no, by G—d, your
honour, he shall not be hurt.” It was
at that time, imagined Admiral Col-
poys would be hung at the yard-arm,
and he had prepared for, this event by
arranging his affairs and making his will:
in this will he had lcft the widows of
the two men who were so unfortunately
killed, an annuity of 20l. each. The
next morning, however, the admiral
was privately, unexpectedly, and safely
brbught on shore, though pursued by a
boat from the Mars, as soon as they
suspected what was transacting ; the de-
legates brought him to Sir John Carter
and delivered him to his care; they then
desired a receipt for him, asa proof to
their comrades of their having safcly
delivered him into the hands of the civil
power. ‘The admiral, on his first ap-
pearance at Court, afterwards acknow -
ledged to the ing ‘that he owed his life
to Sir
majesty that his principles were misin-

insult being offered to them: at the

John Carter, and assured his-

terpreted and his conduct misrepresent-
ed, and that he had not a more faithful
and worthy“subject in his dominions;
The honourable influenice which the
suavity of his manners, his genﬁe uhas-
suming demeanour, bis kind unosteita-
tious deportment obtainéd for Rim, was
mest usefully conspicuous during the
riots, on account of the scarcity in July,
1797; and also during a mutiny ameong
the Buckinghamshire militia, among
whom he fearlessly mixed, exhorting
and prevailing with them to return to
their duty. Indeed, wherever he could
be useful, either by personal exertions,
by his influence, or by persuasion, there
he was constantly to be found. He was
dcnounced, at the head of a long list
of inhabitants of this town, to MTr,
Reeves as a “jacebin” and an enemy
to his king and country. A gentleman
of rank who belonged to that association,
on secing this immediately struck his
own name out of the list of the committee
and associazion. ‘The Duke of Portland,
then Secretary of State for the hom#
department, received a very strong letter
against him, which letter his Grace
sent to Sir John, assuring him at the
same time, that the government placed
the utmost confidence. in. his honour,
4ntegrity, and patriotism, and concluded
Y proposing to offer a large reward
for the discovery of the writer; this,.
with a dignified consciousness of the pu-
rity of his conduct, Sir john declined,
though from some well-established con-
jectures, the discovery might possi-
bly have been easily made..  And
this = inestimable consciousness en-
abled him to meet wirh the greatest
composure, every attempt which the
rancour and violence of party-rage made,
to su ly his reputation and destray his
influence.  So pure, so disinterested, so
honousahle were his political principtes,
that when, in the year 1806, he was
offered a baronetage by Mr. Fox, he
declined 1t, and on the ground. that he
bgiicvcd the offer to have been made for
his undeviating attachment 1o the cha-
racteristic politics of that great man;
and that to a.cept it, would be a mani-
fest departure from his principles. It
was thesc principles which induced him
to offer a seat in. parliament for the bo-
rough of Portsmouth, to that distin-
guished friend of li' erty, Thomas Er-
skine. The same principles led him to

»
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 make a similar offer to that most re-
| spectable, independent, and highly va-
lued character, Sir Thomas Miller,
Bart. who has declared that nothing,
but the truly bonourable way in which
the seat was offered to him, ceuld have
induced him to return again to the fa-
tigues of parliamentary duties. It was
his conciliating temper which led him
during the late violence of party, to

propose as the other representarive, some.

mederate member of the admini-tration :
in the first instance the late Lord Hugh
Seymour, -and afterwards Captain, now
Admiral Markham, in compliment to
their common fricnd the Eart of St.
Vincent. Some persons are apprchen-
sive, but on what grounds is best known
to themselves, that those who succeed
to the leading.influence in the corpora-
tion will not preserve the sam: inde-
pendence of mind, the same purity of
political principle, nor the same disin-
terested conduct. In the year 1796,
he was again elected mayor, as also in
the year 1800, and in 1804, he filled
the chair of chief magistrate for the
ninth and last time. Whether he act-
ed as mayor, or as a magistrate for the
borough, or county, he was uniformiy
mild, impartial, and upright; nor was’
he ever deterred by personal difficuliies
or inconveniences, from a faithful, ac-
tive, aund -even nunute attendance on
the widely extended duties of his labo-
rious office. ‘The poor cver found in
Rim, a friend ; and the unfortunate, a
protector.. He was ever willing and
ready to afford relief by his purse, or to
render assistance by his advice. . The
peace, comfort, and happiness ot others,
and not his own interest, were unweari-
ed objccts of his pursuit. Ta the widow
and the fatherless, he was a father and
a guardian. Many persons prevailed
on him to undertake the_d#érection of
their conceins, by which he set their
minds adf ease: to these affairs he was
equally,’ or if possible, more attentive
than to his own. Never was there a
character, in which there was less of
self, than in his. - o

It were superfluous to add, in what
manner such a man filled the respactive
relations. of son and. brother, husband
and father,. friend and master. He
preserved through life, a guileless sim-
plicity of manners, an unaffected, mo-
desty, and an unassuming deportment.
Those who knew him will long reeol-

¢

lect his placid, frank, and ig
countenance— the true index of his heart
and mind. .

His unceasing attention to the duties .
he was called to perform, the great in-
tere.t he took in the concerns of  his
friends, and thosc who entrusted their
affairs to him, and the constant exertion
of miind and body these wvarted duties
required, contributed to wear cut a con-
stitution not naturally strong. For -
two or three years his friends have re-
marked with grief, the gradual decline
of his health. He quitted life with the
same quietness and composure he had
passed through it. Fis lamp went
gently out; he drew his last breath
during sleep; and dicd at twenty mi-
nutes past three in the afternoon, . of
the 18th of May. L ]

His servants and numeross tenantry, .
spontaneously. paid the same exeermal
tribute of affection and regard they.pay
to a near relative, by shutting up their
houses. The.iniernal sense of the loss
they had sustained was manifested not
merely by the tears shed at his funeral,
but by constant ejaculations of sorrow
and lamentation.

A family vault was built for him in
the burying ground of the Unitdrian
dissenters of this town ;. of which soci-
ety he was nearly the oldest memiser.
"I'his society, in public testimany of

“the high estimation in which they held

his character, of the love they bcar to
his numerous and amiable virtues, and
of the regard the y feel for his memory,
wear, for one month, the livery of grief_
aund sorrow. His funeral tonk place at
seven o’clock’in the morning of the.
25th of May, and was as unostentatious
as  his life had been. The burying
ground being only a short distance from
his house, he was carried thither b
eight of his scrvants, and followed by
his son, his youngest and only surviying
brother, and his oldest ncphéw. The
hour and day were wished by the fanuly
to be kept as private as possible ; but -
80 anxious were the pecple to pay their -
last tribute of affection and ésteem to.
him that, on the mornings of the 23d.
and 24th, great numbers were assem-
bled before six o’clock in thc»momin'g s
and on themorning of the interment, am
ny hundreds were waiting more than an

bour for admission _into the chape],

The Southcrn Unitarian society have in
him lest a valuable niember. Indeed,
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the general Joss sustained by his death no

individual can replace; nor can any gne

~singly, occupy the station he filled- in
socrety. - ‘
He hasleft a widow and six childre
2o lament the loss, of one of the kindest
and most affectionate of husbands, of

one of the most attentive and fondest'

fathers. The oldest 1s married to Cap~
tain Eveleigh, of the Royal Engineers,
the recond to Captain Giffard, of the
Royal Navy, and Lieutenant-governor
ol the Royal Naval Colege, in the
Dock-yard. 'Fheremaining three daugh-
~vers are unmarried. His son 15 a minor;
a2 young man of very amiable manners
and the most promising talects; he was
cducatrd under the modest but classic
€Cogan, of Higham-hili, Walthamstow;
and. is now studying at Trinity -College,
Camvbridve. for the contmon law.
Portsmouth.

On Saturday evening My 14th, died
in the 61:t year of her age, Mrs FAW-
CET'Y, the wifc of the Rev. Samuel
Fawcett, of Mountiteld-house, ncar
Bridport. - She was in ro gocd al state
of health the pieceding Lord’s day, as
to be able to attend public worship three
times. A fever seized her on the Mon-
day morning, which baflled all medical
skilk to stop its progress. TFor the first
three days, she had the
her rationul faculuces, aud though very
restless and 1n considerable pamn, ex-
.pressed a cheerful resignation to the
divine will, respecting the* result of
her diserder. On the fourth day, the
fever affected her head, and she was

from thit ttme generally -delirious till.

her death. Her remains were, on the
su.ceeding Tuesday, deposited in her fa-
mily vault in Crewkherne church.

~ Mrs. Fawcett was very generally re-
spected;, but her imtimate friends who
were best uble to appreciate her worth,
most highly eateenied and valued her, for
the excel ent qualities by which she was
distinguished,  She so regulurly dis-
cha goed the varxous duties of life, as to
be always prepared for every event,
A ith respect. ta devotional exercises and
domesti. occupations, no one cotld more.
elosely @b erve the apostolic precept,
s Jet all ‘things be done decently and in
order.” Her aversion to indolence, in-
duced her to devote a considerable part
of her time to somie useful active em-

X

perfect use of

ployment, and she has left behind her
valuable memorials of her patient in-
dustry and unwearied perseverance.
Strict in the observance of the forms of
reiigion, sheavas not, as is too often the
case, a stranger to the benign power of
it. So far from having a spark of that
pharisaic spiritual pride, the language
of which is ¢¢ stand thou aside, forIam
holier than: thou,” she was eminent for
humility, a pleasing 4rd amiable trait in
her character. When her spirits were
riot depressed by bodily infirmities, or by
tender recollections of her children, whe
were snatched in early youth, from their
affectionate parents, by the unsparing
hand of death, she was not only inno-

cently cheerful but even facetious. ‘

Trained up in the school of afHliction,

she had learnt ¢ to feel another’s woes.”
She was sympathizing and compassion-
ate to the afflicted, and more frequent-
ly went to ¢ the house of mourning,
than to the house of feasting.” The
last visit that she made was on the Sun-

day preceding her death, to a respectable

lady confined by sickness, the wife of
Myr. Joseph Downe, of Bridport. Be-
fore the close of the week, they had
both firished their nmiortal couise; and

-the same day on which the one was in-

terred, the other was conveyed to her
silent mansion. How precarious is hu-
raan life! By what a slender tie do we
hold our deare t friendships on cartht’
and how valuable is the gospel, which,
by revealing the doctrine of immor-
tality, and giving a sure pledge of it
in the resutrection of Jesus Christ, af-
fords Christians an abundant source cf
consolation on the death of their pious
friends, and in the serious contempla-
tion of their own dissolution! Whut
system of either ancient philosophy or
modern infidelity, can in this point of
view, be compared with Christianity!

In religious sentiments, Mrs., Fawcett
wus a professed Calvinist.  Fler regards
hewever, were not confined to persong
of that respectable cldss, but extendcd
to Christians of other denominations.
Though the views of the writer of this
short skctch; differed on some points of
rcligiou- doctrine very éonsiderably from
those she entertained, he never experi-
enced from her (during the 13 years he
had the happiness of liviny with her
and lhier beloved partner, his much re-
spected friend)the least slight on account

v
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of his - opinions. *-'Iﬁ'mir harmony was
not hereby interfipted for a moment.
Her friendship was steady and uniform,
and none but words of kindness to him
ever dropt from her lips. Were Chris-
tians of every demomination to. cultivate’
such an amiable disposition, and allow
to each other without censure, the ex-
ercise of the unalienable right of private
‘judgment in matters of religion, they
would, amidst a variety of discordant
sentiments, maintain the unity eof the
spirit in‘the bond of peace and lave, and
thus most creditably adorn and most
effectually recommend the cause of Chris-
tianity. N T. HOWE. .

Bridport, fune 13, 1803.

On Monday, May 23d. at Chester-
ton, near ambridge, aged 75, Mrs.
ROBINSON, relict of the Rev. Robert
Robinson. Her maiden name was
Ellen Payne. Mr. Robinson married

her, while both were resident at Nor-

wich, in the year 1759. He received
with her, as he states in one of his
published letters, an hundred pounds.
She bore him twelve children. To have
been the wife of so extraordinary a-man
was no light distinction. Mrs. R. is
described as having studied, and contri-
buted to, her husband’s domestic happi-
ness.

On Friday June 17th died at-Cotting-
ham, Mrs. BRIGGS, wife of Mr.
Christopher Briggs, one of the deacons
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of - the *Anitarian chorch, Bowl-alley
lane, Hull. - = Loeedo
“Animated by sincere and fervent, put
unostentatious. piety, few waomen have
filled their sphere with more exemplary - -
propricty in the constant exercise of the
duties of a wife and a mother. _
- Her numerous offspring were trained
to knowledge and virtue by the exhibi-
tion of -the greatest placidity of temper
and mildness of demeanor, upited with
undeviating resolution and unshaken
firmness respecting every plan - eof
instruction or mode of: correction she
thought necessary to be pursued, ; The
result was the pleasing and interesting
sight of a large family of children

- equally loving and beloved, each know--

ing their place and proceeding through
the daily routine of domestic engage-
ments with the regularity, facility and
cheerfulness which marked their habi-’
tation as the < place where the Chris<
tians lived.” : |
The aflliction that terminated in the
death of this excellent woman, was sin-
gularly painful, distressing and long
protracted; yet from her no murmuring
word escaped. Her eyes beamed w1t§
kindness and ‘benevolence: to her family
and friends whoe were around her; her
heart glowed with sentiments of vene-
ration, resignation and gratitude to her
God. To his hands she committed h
affectioniate husband and endeared chﬁr—"‘
dren, with the pleasing hope of meeting
them again, in due time, to  part no
more for ever. SV Se
S ;
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This assembly was held “!:18} “asual, on
the Tuesday in Whitsun-week, June 7th.
The usual routine of business was gone
through. The meeting was numerous
and harmonious. Religious service
began at x1 o’clock. The Rev. J, Evans,
read the scriptures and the hymns ; the
Rev. J. Jeffery, -of Horsham, prayed;
and the Rev R. Wright, of Wisbeach,
preached and concluded in prayer. The
audience was considerable: Mr. Wright’s-
discourse was: appropriate and impress
sive; he drew irresistibly the attention

SSEMBLY ‘OF GENERAL BAPTISTS.

of his auditors, and was heard with uni-
versal satisfaction and pleasure.  His
text was Phil, x. x7. Z.am set for the
defance of the gospel. |
The object of the preacher was to
produce an increase of zeal and liberal”
exertion in the chuse of truth and
righteousness among his brethren. He
began with stating that the apostle
showed the steadfastness of his faith by
his zealous and unweariéd exertions to

. promote the gospel; and contended that

though in the fir:t placé, the miraclés
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which were wrought by the apostles
- were essential to the earlyrapid successof
Christianity ; yet, the zeal and@ctivity
‘of the first Christian teachers and their
adherents had a material influence in
producing the. effects which attended
their labours; and enforced tl‘}e -
tation of their liberality, -zeal, ahd per-
severing exertions. * 1f” said he, “ we
become lukewarmm and inert, the best
of causes will languish under our hands,
we shall have to complain, my leanness,
my leanness, the precious words of truth
will freeze on our lips, we shall work no
deliverance in the earth.” Mr. W. ex-
hibited the considerations which should
stimulate our zeal and pe:severing ex-
ertions in support of the pure gospel.
1. That it is of the highest authoriry,
as it originated with God, was commuy’
nicated to the world by the most_glori-
ous of all his messengers, confirmed by
the most signal miracles, and that Jesus
endured ali his sufferings in its defence,
and sealed it with his blood. 2. That the
gospel is of the greatest importance to
mankind, as it reveals the character of
the one and only God, 1s the word of
salvation, and the emly sure record of
cternal life. 3. That the gospel is cal-
culated to produce the most happy ef-
fects, as its tendency is to enlighten
the 'mind, to make men virtuous and
good, to umite them in the bonds of”
mutual lovs, and to lead. them to the
enjoyment of the mdst solid and durable
pecace. 4. That if the friends of truth
are 1nactive its enemies will not be so. 3.
That mistakes respecting the leading doc-
trines of Christianity are not innoxious.
6. That the circumstances of the timesin
which we hive, should stimulate us to
make every possibie exertion for the
promotion of pure uncorrupted Chris-
tianity.—The preacher then attempted
to show what Chri-tians shou!d do if
they would promote the pure gospel.
He began with exhorting ~Ellaac:m not (o
attempt to throw the whole of the work
on their ministers, reminding them
that, though ministers are to take the
lead, they must assist aud promote their
efforts. He showed that all are called
%0 promote the gospel and that if they
would do it, they must first seek to un-
derstand the gospel for themselve:, and
be frece and fearless in their inquiries
after truth. 2. They must live under
the influénce of the gospel and be im-
bued with its spirit. 3. They must
adorn it in their lives. 4. That as the

gospel is promoted ¥y public teaching,
Christians are to promiéote it by provid-
ing for the education of .pious and zea«
lous young nien for the ministry. 5. By
enabling their ministers to live inde.
pendent of worldly business, that they
may devote themselves wholly to the
work.. 6. By promoting a serious and
steady attendance on their ministry.
7. By assisting their ministers in the
circulation of books, the formation of
schools for the children of the poor,
and in every practicable plan 6f bene-
volence. 8. By free and pious conver-
sation with their ministers, with each
other, and with their  peighbours and
acquaintance, and in particular by in-
structing their families, &c¢. 9. By
doing all they can to promote the
general diffusion of rational views of
the gospel, and ‘practical godliness.
Mr. W. noticed the obstacles there
are to the success of the gospel in
its purity, and observed that these,
instead of discouraging should Sstimy.-
late our zeal the niore, as truth
must ultimately prevatl,-and no good
effort properly directed, can fai% of
sooner or later producing important ef
fects. He exhorted his brethren to
unite with those who show by their
exertions they are set for the defence of
the gospel ; and concluded by shewing
that the faithful .servants of -the Lord
will receive a glorious reward.

After reading this abstract-of the ser-
mon, the reader will no deubt feel, with
us, a wish that it might appear in print.
It would be generally useful in the Ge-
neral Baptist body, and indeed ameongst
other denominations. The friends af-
terwards dined together at the King’s-
head tavern, Pou'try. About 6o per-
sons sate Jown to dinner ; at which, as
well as at the religious service, we
obseived several persons present, not
belponging tn the general Baptists. The
growing union of the friends of rational
religion of every sect i85 the most pro-
mising feature in the character of the
present times. After dinner Mr. Wright
calied the atteniion of the company to
tire subject of the Meunthly Repasitory ;
the success of which 1s owing in a con-
siderable degree to the exertions of the
antient and liberal dcpomination whose
meeting is here recorded.—Although
the assembly avas as fully attended as
has been usual, there were some persons
absent who have hgrotofore been cong-
dered as members, and absent, it 15
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‘thought;: on the-gzound.of religious opi=
nion. In fact, the Trinitarian part .of
the General Baptists has been for a long
time ‘gradually diminishing, . and 'ig; at
length from seccessions or conversions,
become nearly extinct in_the old con-
nexion, . which consist almpst entirely
of Unitarians, meaning by that term,
what it strictly denotes, Anti-trinita-
rians. - In this proper sense of the term,
we should rejoice to hear that this de-

nomifiation adapted the appellation Uni-

tarian, in preference to that of .General
Baptists. -An opinion concerning the
great object of worship forms a more

patural and reasonable distinction,  in
the present state of Christendom, than
an opinion .concerning the extent of
Christian redemption. = But we make
the suggestion with diffidence,. and beg
that. it may beggeceived with candour.
We rggpect and esteem’ our General
Baptist brethren. They are the only
bedy of Christians, connected by church
discipline or rather by .Christian fellow-
ship, who encourage freedom of in-
quiry and exercise unbounded liberality.
Peace be within their dwellings, pros-
perity within their churches!

et

' GENERAL MEETING OF THE UNITARIAN FUND.

The fourth general meeting of this
Society, was held on the Wednesday in
Whitsun-week, June 8th, in the Unita-
rian chapel, Parliament-court, L.ondon.
The religious services of the day were
introduced by the Rev. Robert Aspland,
with reading the scriptures and prayer;
the Rev. James Lyons, of Hull, (of
whom see an account, p. 166 and 272)
preached the annual sermon; and the
Rev. Abraham Bennett, of Ditchling,
concluded with prayer Mr. Lyons,
from Gal. vi. 9. And let us nat be weary
in well doing; for in due season we shall
reap if ave faint net, shewed that pur-
suing the object.of the Unitarian Fund
was well-doing, pointed out the obsta-
cles to  success, and Jaid down the
grounds of encouragement. The .ser-
mon displayed comsiderable ability, and
from the manner of its delivery as well
as from the'matter it contained, was
exceedingly impressive and affcctinﬁ.
‘The Pr_cacher drew a delicate but strik-
ing picture of the ever-memorable Dr.
Priestley, which no one was at a loss
to understand; and anothex ,of an Uni-
tarian missionary, which drea. t \
of all the auditors to a gejjtléman pre-
sent, whose name and labour’s are fami-
liar to our geaders. The history of Mr.
Lyons, recently made known, added
mexpressible, force to many of his ob-
servations. His feelings were evidently
much agitated in certain parts of the
discourse, and the congregation sympa-
thized with him.—r——A gqqcraé and
unanimous wish,was felt by the auditory
that the,sermgon might be published;
and as it was understeod that the society
could not, as such, undertake any pybe.
lication (exeepting reports of its own
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proceedings,) individuals brought in
their subscriptions ta the secretary,
amounting to more than twenty guineas:
In a short time therefore, the public will
have an oppertunity of judging of the
correctness . of our description. The
sgrmon cannot be expected to please so
much in reading as on the .delivery,
but we shall be muth disappointed if it
do . not prove - umversally interesting.
—Immediately after the public service,
the, fourgh reporz. of the committee was
read by the secretary, Mr. Aspland.
It was shorter than the two. former
printed reports, but it is hoped. not less
important or encouraging. It anpounc-
ed the receipt of ashenefagtion of twen-
ty guineas from America. A. considers
able part of it was occupied with Mr.
Lyons’s missionary tour in Scotland,
which apgegrs to have been not-without
considerable success. For further par-
ticulars our readers must wait for . its

ublication, _wllxicb will take place in a
ew days. [N. B. A.copy. of the report.
will be sent to eyery subscriber in the
district of the three-penny post. Coun-
try .subscribers are. requested to direct
the secretary, wibopt any expense of poss-
age, how their copies shall be delivered. ]
The congregation”at the ‘chapgl was
more numegous than on any former oc-

.casion, and highly respectable, and the

collection at the, doors liberal.——In.
the formation of the society for business,
Joseph Halden, Esq. was Cilled to the
chair. The l_'?f)qr; .of the comumirtee.
was.adopted and ordered to be printed.

The treasurer’s report was delivered

‘and received with high satisfaction..

The finances of the fund are improved,
sines the meeting in October, notwithe
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standing an extriaordinary expenditure;
The following gentlemen were chosen
into office the ensuing year: -
Treasuver, .
Esq. 52, Mark-lane.
Secretary. E
Rev. Robert Aspland, f?lackney«.
- ' Gomimittee. .
Mr. David Eaton, 187, High Holborn.
———Thomas Freeman, Dpyer’s-court,
' - Aldermanbury.
~——James Young, Hackney.
——William Titford, Union-street, Spi-
talfields.

Rev. Thomas Rees, Paternoster-row.
Mr. Thomas Hardy, Walworth,
Ephraim Burford, Stratford.

' - Auditors. S
Mr. G. M. Davidson, Fish-street-hill,
~——=Ebenezer Johnston, Bishopsgate-st.
. The mecting was conducted with the
utmost harmony, and the society ad-
- journed to Whitsuntide, 18c9.

Tue DiINNER was on the same eco-
nothical plan and at the same place,
(King’s-head, Poultry,) as on former
occasions. Before the time appeinted
for dinner, the room set apart for the
occasion, overflowed with company.
ONE HUNDRED and FIFTY persons were
at length assembled. Wm. Frend, Esq.
was in the chair. We were d¢lighted
to observe a large proportion of young
persons in the company. The following
names of Gentlenien present octcur to
us ; Messrs. Allen, of Finsbury-square,
Barber, of Denmark-hill, J. and W.
Barnard, of Harlow, S. Barton, Bentley,
Bellerby, Bicknell, Bradley, Browne,
of Ditchling, Burford, Czristie, G.
Cooper, - Freeman, - Garfitt -of Boston,
Grice, Hardy, Hawkes, of Stortford,
Hickes, Helden, Jacks, E. Johnston,
Lanfear, Moore, of Dorkiug, Rankin,
Rutt, Shipley, J. Silver, Simons, Saow-
erby, Spyring, Staley, Stower, Sturch,
Richard Taylor, Titford, Wood, of Hack-
" mey, Young, &c. &c. We recollect
the following'ministers; Messrs. Aspland,
Bennett, Blundell, Michael Brown, Coup-
land, of ¥leadcorn, Davies, of Milford ,
Joseph  Dobell, of Cranbrook, Eaton,
Ellis of Guildford, Evans, Gisburne, of

John Christie,

Scham, Holt, of Cirencester, S. Kings&
ford, of Canterbury, Lyons, Marsom,
Marten; of Dover, Philpot, of Saffron
Walden,: Piall, of Smarden, Potticary,
T. Rees, Simpson, of Hackiiey, Steven-
son, of Leicester, Stewart, of -Bessel’s-
green, Vidler, Wright. We think
it proper to record some of the namesg
and sentimments giver from the chair *,
all of which were neatly prefaced by
the chairman. 1.- Religious liberty ail
overthe world. 2. 'The Unitarias’ Fund,
3- ThesRew. J. Lyeons. 4. The Unitas
rian book societies. §. Oui missionaries.
6. The venerable Mr. Lindsey. 4. The
memory of Dr. Priestley. 8. Mr. Bel.
sham. = 9. Success to the Monthly
Repository. Some compliments were
also paid from the chair to individuals
present;~On Mr. Lyons’s health being
given, Mr. ' Wright favoured’ the com-
pany with the history, as far as it was
within his observation, of Mr. L.s
change of opinions; and the chairman
and the secretary stated some particulars
of the sermion, delivered in the morn-
ing, for the information of those gen<
tlemen that had not heard it. In ad-
dressing the company Mr. L. was stronge
1y affected. He thanked thé society for
their exertions to which he, particularly
was indebted; for to - Mr. Wright's
missionary journies, which they encou<
raged-and supported, he owed in a
great mgasure his present views of truth.
It must have been highly gratifying to
Mr. Wright to be dppealed to at such 4
meeting by Mr. Lyons, as religiously
speaking his Father.e——"The mission-
ari¢s severally addressed the company;
viz. Messrs. Wright, Gisburne, Bennett,
Marsom and Vidler, and Mr. Rees in
behalf of the Welsh missionaries. They
described’ the causeof Unitarianism as
every where growing and expressed their
sense of the:excellence of the Unitarian
Fund Ingptution,” which had not only
enabled thein in a pecuniary point of
view, to devote their time andtalents to
the service of scriptural Qhris&ii"ﬁty; but
had also infused amimation and zeal
into their bosoms.—<The¢ “mention of
Mr. Belsham’s mame naturally led to

*» On: this subject, (happily pot an important one,) some - of -our 'rcspccéabl,c
corresponderits in the country differ from us, but we submit'it to ther, ‘whether
it be passible‘te convey ta persons not present at the dinper an‘idéa of the meeting

without reportin

may lie against them; are the only

the proceedings of the chairman. bec!
| nieans of uniting a very large comipany ahd'of

“Toasts, whatever objections

drawing forth interesting discourse; and the report of them is the best picture of
the temnper and spifit of a public mecting. } |
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the consideration of the improved ver-
sion of ‘the New Testament, which: is
nearly completed, chiefly by the labouts
of that gentleman «The treasurer, Mr.
Christie, as soon as a suitable occasion
offered’ pleaded with much earnestness

the cause of the Fund: the secretary

also explained the object and vindicated
the measures of the society, at eonsi-
dersble length ; he regarded the talents
and characters of the missionaries as a
sufficient reply to every objection.——
Mr. Eaton, on being alluded w0, very
properly, as the projector of the Unita-
rian Fund, detailed the history of the
proceedings that led to it, and express-
ed in glowing terms his satisfaction and
joy 'in behelding the society attain in
two years, such a state of strength and
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vigour.—Jn the coutse of the evehing
Mresst's. - Johnston, Rutt, Sturch, - &e.
delivered their sentimeénts on mattets
before the meeting.——Throughout the
whole day perfect unanimity and cor-
diality prevailed. Such a meeting for
such a purpose, {the propagation of Uni-
tarianism,) was never before seen in

‘EBinigland.—A large spm was obtained

in new subscriptions.—At the first pub-
lic dinner in 1806, the company con-
sisted of 70 persons; at the second in
x80%, of 1003 and at this third, of 150.
"This is a_just picture of the ingreasing
powers of the Fund. What may be its
ultimate influence in the cause of truth
and righteousness, no one can calcu-
late! | -

A COMPLETE LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS ON MORALS AND
THEOLOGY IN MAY AND JUNE, 1808.

-~

Y.etters upon Arianism, and other
topics in Metaphysics and Theology, in
Reply to the Lectures of the Rev, Ben-
jamin Carpetiter. By Thomas Belsham,
8vo. pp. ¥44. (First published i the
M. Repos.) ,

The . Propriety of the TFime of
Christ’s appearance in the world ; with
Reflections on thie Nature and Utility of
Public worship. A Sermon, preached
May 23, 1308, at the opening of the New
General Baptist Meecting-house, Cran-
brook, in Kent. By John Evans, A. M.

A more extended Discussion in Favour
of Liberty of Conscience, fecommended
by the Rev. Christopher Wyvill. Se-
cond Edition. 8vo. pp 22.

A History o
the Irish Catholics, from the Treaty of
Limerick . to the Uhnion.. By Henry
Parnell, Esq. M.P. 8yo. GS.

The' Gaodness of God acknowledged
in Recovery from Sickness. Two Sery
mons by the late Rev. Wm, Turner, of
Wakeficld, xs.

Joseph’s - Considt;jfation; a Sermon
preached in Clare-hall Chapel, Feb. 29,
1808. By the Rev. J. Plumptre, M.A. 1s.
- The-Natire and Tmportance of 2 Good
Education; a Sermon preached, January
14, 1808, before the Fromoters of the
Protestant Dissenters’ Grammar School,
lately opened at Mill Hill. By David

pogue, A. M. 1s.

of the Penal Laws against sply of Mr. Jos. Gilbert,” in two

- An Essay on the Inspiration of the
Holy Scriptures, and a Dissertation on
Family Worship, with Netes. By the
Rev. Ag Bower, late of.Aberdeen.
x21mo. 1s. 6d. D .

Christian Unitarianism vindicated ;: be-
ing a Reply to a Work, by John Bevaas,
jun. entitled ¢« A Defence of theChiristian
Doctrines of the Society of Friends.'
By Verax, 8vo. 7s.

A Brief Apology for Quakerism. In-
scribed to' the Edinburgh Reviewers. 1s.

« Stubborn Facts* examined,and Real
Facts stated. By J. Upton. 12mo. 1s.

. An Appendix to ‘. Remarks on a re-
cent Hypothesis, ,J‘égpectini the origin
of Moral Evil,”” occasioned by the ¢ Re-
| _ Letters
to thdt Gentleman ; in which hij“hn 10~
per spirit and gross rhisrepyesentations
are exposed. By William Benmet. ss.

A Defence of the Printeipal Doctrines
of ‘Evarigelical Religion, in a Letter to
A Barrister, occasioned by his « Hints.”
By A. Layman. 3s. | |
Memoirs -of the Life.and Chdracter

-

of the Rev, Cornelius Winter. By W.
Jay. 8vo. 9s. o
A New Version of the Psalms, m

blank verse, with a Latia version of .the
8th Psalm in Alcaic verse. By theRev.
Thomas Dennis, Curate of Haslemers,
Surry. 8vo. x0s. 6d.

5
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A Poeticdl Epistle orf the Abolition
of the Slave Trade; addressed to -Mr.
Wilberforce.. By F.Sanson. 4to. §s.
'The Reapers’ Song. Written by the
Rev W, B. Collyer, A. M. Set to mu-
sic for four voices, withaccompaniments.
By James Peck. 1xs. ‘

NOTICES.

MonumMeENT TO Locke.—The com- .

mittee for catrying the above objectinto
effect, have deterntiped on their plan.
Subscriptions will be received at the
L.iterary-Fund Office, the use of which
has been offered to the committee,
where a model of the intended monu-
ment will soon be exhibited 1o the pub-
lic.. Each subscriber at two-guineas,
is to have an elegant engraving of the

N otic@..-?—*—C‘arre.syJondt{nce.

will be presented with a.medal, execute
ed by Mr. Bolton; of Soho, with the
head of Locke,.and on the reverse, a

representation of the monument ; sub-
seribers of ten-guineas, the same in
silver.———Subscriptions will be for- -

warded te the committee by the Editor
of the Monthiy Repository. |
Mr. Parxes has for some time been
engaged in rvevising the Chemical Cate-
chism, in erder to accommodate every
part of that work to the new facts lately
develoged by the highly interesting and
truly importan* discoveries of Mr. Davy.
A new edition (being the 3d.) thus.
amended, and with other very consider-
able additions is in the press, and'will be
ready for publication in the course of

monument. Subscribers of five-guineas, the next weck.

" CORRESPONDENCE.

—

We must again bespeak the indulgence of our correspondents for postponing the
insertion -of - various communications. Some controversial articles which have
been lying by us a considerable time we despair of being able to make use of : the
writers of them will we trust give us credit for a sincere wish to do justice to our
correspondents as well as to gfge satisfaction to our readers. Our task in editing
the M. Repos. is the more difficult from the pleasing circumstance of our having
so great a-number of voluntary communications. The articles we insert are not
alvgays better than those we omit, though in our judgment better adapted to each
other. - .

Mr. Marsom’s first letter on the pre-existence of Christ,.in reply to Mr. Bel-
sham, the Clergyman’s last notice of J.M. and Mr. Belsham’s findl answer to
Mr. Carpenter, shall appear in onr next number; to which also we aré obliged
to defer the Obituary of Bishop Hurd, of Rev. Joseph Bradford, and the Additions
to and Corrections of the Obituary of the Rev. W. Wood, and the account of
;he Anpiversary of the Western Unitarian Society, with other articles of Intel-
igence. i
'gWe bave received aflong letter signed A Free-thinking Christian, complain"-
ing of our account of the little society called * Free-thinking Christians®’ in our
last " nymber, and purporting to be a corréction of the errors of our reperter.
Had it answered its professed end, we should have been thapkful for it and would
gladly have laid it beforc our readers ; but in face, it'dées tiot convict our reporter
of one real error, aad is besidés so ill-written, so frivolous, s6 unintelligible, and
so_boastful that we could not admit it into the Monthly ‘Repository, without
subjecting ourselves ‘to ;r:;eneral censure. 'We would récommend to the Free-think-
ing Christiad iostead of challenging” Unitarians to a contest with him to make
himself acquainted with _their writings. By rejecting 'his letter, we do not how-
ever determine wupon his opinions, nor do we wish the sect to be implicated in the
act of one of its members. In short, our magazine is. open.to all ¢ thinkers,”
and the ¢ freer” the better; but in becoming writers for the Monthly Repositery,
they. must restrain themselves within certajm limits, viz. thesec of ort}lograph)'o'
graimmar, and sense. | e ~ o
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