
WE should have thought that
there was not a corner in

England, where the superstitious
notions of witckcraft still prevailed .
We therefore took up with sur-
prise a sermon just published un-
der the following title : A Sermon
against Witchcraft ^ p reac hed in
the Paris h Church of Great Pax -
tony in the County of Huntingdon y
July 17, 1808. By the Reverend
Isaac Nicholson , A.M. Curat e.

This Sermon is so ex eel 1 en t >that we shall review it in the
present number. Prefi xed to it
is an account of the disgracefu l
circumstances which occasioned
it, w hich the reader will find be-
low . We place it in the depart-
ment of History y because we
-Consider thai the Monthly Re-
pository will not be less usefu l as
ft record of the follies and vices,
than as a register of the wisdom
and virtue of rqankind. r

Edit oh.
*tf Brief Account nf the Attack on the

P erson of Ann lx z>artfy and the Cf a~
cumstances "tvhich led to it.
In the year 1593, an indel ible mark

•f infamy wa? stamped upon the inha -
bita nts of Warbo ys, in the county of

Hunting don , for their folly and wicked-
ness in carry ing to trial , and afterwards
to execution , thre e of their unfor tunate
parishioners , for the alled^ed offence of
witchcraft . The better infor med par t
of the community may believe that the
doctrine cf witchcraft has long been ex*;
ploded , and that it does not in this en*
lightened age, disgrace even the lowest
orders of the people of England; but
the following statement of facts, will
convince them of their mistake, axidy
allowing- for the difference of science
and civilization, will shew tha t Great
Paxton , in the same county, is more
than upon a level with War boys f a r
ignoran ce, credulity and barb arity.

In the afternoon of Wednes day the
seventeent h of Februar y last, Alice
Brown , a young woman of Gr eat Pax-
ton, imprudent ly ventured to cross the
ice which then covered the surf ace of
the Ouse . A tha w of some hour s had
rendered the ice unsafe, and she had not
walked man y yards upon it, befor e ifc
gave way, ana let her into the ri ver*Fr om this perilous situat ion she provi-
dentiall y extricated her self, and reache d
the opposite ban k, where her friend
Fanny Amey, scar cely less terrifi ed tha n
fcerseif at what had happened , stood an*
xiously waiting for her. Shiverin g and
frightened she hast ened to her father 's
house, about a quarter of a mile from
tbe river, and almos t as soon as she en7
tere d it , was seized with a strong epiiep-
tjc fit. JP anny Amey had been subject
to epilepsy for several months previous
to this period, and therefore it is not afe

MONTH LY REPO SITORY
OF !

Theology and Genera l Literature.

No. XXXV-l NOVEM BER. [Vol . II I .

H I S T O R Y .

VO L. HI , 4 h

MR , NI CW OI ^&O ^ 'S ACCOUNT OF AN ATTACK ON THE PEP.SON OK
A REP UTE D WITCH ,



all sur prisin g, that she should be sympa-
thet ically affected , and fall into similar
convulsions.

Alice Brown did not speedily get over
the effects of her fri ght: her distressing
fits returned at short interval s, and dis-
qualified her for every kind of work ;
indeed she was so much reduced by
them , that her fr iends began to despair
of her recover y . Inquiring after the
state of her health on the 5th of April ,
I was aston ished and grieved to hear
from her brother , that her fits , weak-
ness, and dejection were ascribed to the
effect of wit chcraft . " She is under an
ill tongue ," said the youth. Ci As sure
as you are alive , sir ," cont inued a man ,
"who stood by, ** she is bewitched , and
so are two other girls that live near her.
There is a man in the town I come from
in Bedfordshire , who was exactl y like
Alice Bro wn—he could do no work ,
lost all his strength , and was wastin g
away very fast ,- when a person told him
"wha t -was the matter with him, and how
foe roightube cirred. He filled a bottle
•with a particular kind of a fluid , stuffed
tile cork both top and bottom with pins,
set it care fully in an oven of a moderate
heat , and then observed a pr ofoun d si-
lence. In a few minutes the charm suc-
ceeded ; for he saw a variety of forms
flittin g before his eyes, an d amon gst
the rest the -perfect resemblance of an
old woman who lived in the same pa-
rish . This was what he wante d-—he
was now satisfied who if was that had
injured him, and that her rei gn would
soon be over. The woman , whose fi-
gure he saw, died in a few days, and
the map immediatel y recovered. Tho-
mas Brow n tried this charm last night
for his daug hter , and though a stran ge
noise was distinctl y heard twice by his
¦wife , who was in bed with the poor
girl , it did not succeed accordin g to
our wishes ; so they haye not at pr esent
found out who it is that does all the
mischief.

If 1 was shocked at this man 's ab-
surd ity and superstition , I was infinitel y
more fo to understand , it was the gene-
ral opinion of the peop le, that Alice
Brown , Fanny Amey, and M ary Fox
were certa inl y bewitched by some per-
son who had purcha sed a familiar , or an
evil spirit of the devil , at the expence
of his own soul 5 and that a 'vari ety *>f

charms an$ experiments had been trie
to discover who it 'was. "" / ' . •*

When the, pub lic service of the day
was over , I called on Fanny Amey and
Alice Brown. It was not in my power
to jud ge from the countenance of the
former , that any thing was v^rhe matt er
with her ; she was perfectl y collected ,
and looked the picture of health. Alice
Brown was asleep in bed , and there fore
I did not see her. At both houses, I
endeavou red to explain to the rela tions
and friends of the young women, that
it was an utter impossib ility for oae
human creature to iniure the health of
another by any invisible and preternatu-
ral process,—ent reated them to discoun -
tenance notions so wild and irrational ,
and begged them to try other means
than senseless charms to recover their
children .

A fe vv minutes before I went into church
on the following Sunday, Ann Izzar cl, %.
poor woman of Great Paxfcon , requests
ed leave to speak with me. In tears ,'arr d
grea tly agitated , she told me her, neigh-
bours pretended they had discovered
by means of certain charms that she
was a witch , and blamed her for the
fits and illness of Alice Brown , Fan ny
Amey, and Mary Fox ; she said, the y
threatened to punish her , abused her
children , and frightened her so much
that she frequently dro pped on the
groun d in faintin g fits ; and conclud ed
with assertin g her innocence jn these
words :—" I am not a witch , and am
willing to prove it by being weighed
againct the church bible *."

After the sermon , I addres sed the
congregation upon the subje ct, pointed
out the folly of their opinions, the fatal
consequences which might result from
broodin g over them , and tr ied to per-
suade them , that , althou gh they might
be weak enou gh to suppose the re was
no harm in laying violent panels on a
woman , they madly called a witch , yet
the laws of their country would view
their conduct in a very diffe ren t light.

But argument , explanat ion , and re-
monstrance were in vain ; the man ia
had taken full possession of them, and
was only to be cured , or restr ained by
the powerfu l arm of the law.

On Thursday the fift h of May, Ann
Izzard was at St. Neots mar ket; and it
so happened that her sou, about sixteen

* Ann Izzard is a little woman , about sixty years of age, and by no means ill
j ookin g : she has had eight children ; five arc now living.
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year s old, was sent the same day to
St. Neots,, by his mas ter , a respectable ,
far mer * of Great Paxton , for "a load of
corn. When he ret urned , his mother
and another woman accompanied him.
Contrary to the better advice of her
neighbour , the latter " insis ted upon
putting" a basket of grocery upon the top
of the sacks of corn. One of the horses
which drew the cart , was youn g an d
unma nageable , and in going down the
hill which leads into the village of Pax-
ton , by his plunging and restiveness ,
overturned it. By th is unfortunate ac-
cident , the shopkeeper 's grocery "was
materia lly damaged ; and because Ann
Jzzard had repeatedly advised her not
to put the basket upon the sacks , she
charged her with overturnin g the cart
by mean s of her infernal art , on pur -
pose to spoil her goods. It will scarce -
ly be credited , that in an hour after ,
the whole parish was in an uproar :
" She has j ust overturned a loaded cart ,
with as much ease as if it had been a
spinnin g wheel ," was echoed from one
end of it to the other. Men , women , and
childre n raised their vorces , and exclaim-
ed, " we4iave now proof positive of her
guilt—this last act in open day speaks
for itself—she is the person that docs all
the mischief , and if something is not
don e to put a stop to her basene ss, there
will be no living in the place.'' —Nor ,
did this extraordinary fit of phrenzy
termi nate till thev had made two attacks
upon her , which attrociou s as they ap-
pear to me, are considered by themselves
as not only justifia ble, but highly meri-
torio us. The dark and lintn structed
Caffi ar ian, would look upon siich ac-
tions as a perpetual scandal to himself ,
and an ever lastin g disgrace to his coun-
tr y.

A considerable number of people as-
lembled together , as it grew dark on
Sund ay evening the eighth of May, and
uking with them the young women ri-
iiculousl v snrmose.d to be bewitched -

about ten o'clock pro ceeded to the cott -
age of Wri ght Izzard , which,, stan ds
alone, at some dist ance from the bo*dy
of the village. When they arrived at
th is solitary spot , so favourabl e for the
execution of th eir villain ous designs,
they brek e into the poor man 's heuse ,
dragged his wife out of bed , and threw
her naked into the yard ; where , her
arms were tor n with pins, her head was
dashed against the lar ^e stones of .the
causewa y—and her face , stomach , and
breast -were severe ly bruised with a
thick stick that served as a bar to the
door. H aving thus satiated themselves,
the mob dispersed . The woman then
craw led into her house , put her clothes
on , an d went to the constab le, who
said , c< he could not protect her , be-
cause he was not sworn. " The huma-
nity, protecti on, an d assistance , which
she could not find at the constable 's,
very happ ily for herse lf, she found under
tlxe roof of a poor widow. The com-
passionate and honest Alice Russel un-
locked her door at the first call , wrapp -
ed up her neighbour 's bleeding arms
with the nicest linen rags she had , af-
fectionatel y sympathized with and com-
forted her , and gave her a bed. But ,
with the deepest gr ief I relate it , the
compassion and kindness of this poor
woma n, were the means of shorteni ng
her days. " The protectors of a witch ,
are just as bad as the witch , and deserve
thesame treatment ," cried the infatuated
populace the 1 next morning . The en-
venome d shaft flew direct to its mark ,—
and the widow Russe l, neith er eat ,, nor
slept again f.

In the evening of Monday the ninth
of May, Ann Jzzard was a second time
dra gged out ol her house, and a second
time were her arms torn with pins till
they st reamed afres h with blood. Alive
the next morning , and apparentl y likely
to survive this attac k also, her ene-
mies resolved to hav e her ducked , a«
soon as the labour of the day was over *

* J ohn Bidwell, the person hers alluded to, and his wife, have been the stead y-
fri ends of Ann Izzard in her affliction. They have been very instrumental in
keep ing her from the horrors of despair . Instead of being commended , however ,
th ey have been abused and pointed at for their humanity .—Be it so now—this
will prove no bar to their good action s being record ed, to their ever lasting honour ,
at the trib unal of God;

f The widqw Russel lived nearly twelve years in my house ; during that time
I experie nced- many proofs of her pun ctuality , fidelity, and honesty : Sie died, a
Mar tyr to fear and apprehension , Qn -Frid ay the twentie th o( May.
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To the Edi tor of the Monthly  Repository.

Hackne y ^
SIR , October 10, 1808.

Thoug h I tlo not set myself up
•as a cunn ing man to answer hard
questions , yet as your corres -
pondent Veritas in your las t Re-
pository requests to -know my
sentime n ts 'Upon the subjects,
which he has proposed , I am
willin g to state as briefl y as possi-
ble what appear to me to be the
best solutions of his questions ,
without knowin g, or indeed ex-
pectin g, that t hey will give equal
satisfaction to others , and without
meaning to ente r into any contro -
versy upon the subject.

In the first place, I would pre-
mise that the form of your corres -
pondent 's quest ions is extremel y
objectionable , and that no well
informed perso n who has a ju st
sense of the narro w limits of the hu-
man intel lect would pretend to give
a comp lete re ply to them . Verit as
asks why such and such th ings ar e ?

'The pro per question is? are such
thin gs f acts? If this point can be

On hearing this, she hastil y quitted her
home, and took refuge in a neighbour -
ing village*, where their inhumanit y

and malevolence could not reach her.
ISAAC NICHO LSON.

Little Paxton, July  %Stt>> 1808.

establish ed , we may perhaps be
permitted to speculate upon th e
reas ons mid final causes of them ,
and it will be a great satisfactio n
if ive Can discover reasons wh ich
app ear to be wor t hy of the divi ne
character and attributes. But if
in any case we cann ot assign satis-
factor y reasons for the divine con-
duct , or discover valuabl e and
important ends of his dispensa..
t ions, we are not for that reason
to reject rational and convincin g
evidence , but while we 'admit the
fact , it behoves us to acknowled ge
our ignorance , to acquiesce in the
divine governme nt, and " Where
we can 't unravel lea rn to trust. "\

The firs t question is, " Wh y
the mani festation of the supr eme
Beinsr to mankind under the Old
Testament , should be of a natur e
so different to that under the New,
as in the former case to command
the Jews to destro y the sur rou nd-
ing nati ons, and in the latter to
command us to love our enemies ?"
To thi s I rep ly that the fact is

? I have been repeatedly told , that eleven people out of twelve in this neigh-
bour hood, condemn me for taking Ann Izzard into my house ; or in their language,
for * harbouring *uch a wretch. '*_ . I must acknowled ge it is a matte r of perfect
indifference to me; whether they approve or condemn me for shewing compassion
to a fellow creature in distress. " It may be that the Lor d will r equite me goo^
f or their cursin g *.'•

* % Sam. c» 16. v. xz%

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

M R .  B E L S H A M  ONT T H E  CONSISTENCY A N D  TRUTH OF D IVIN R
REVELATION.

580 Mr , Btlshatn on the Cons istency and Truth of Divine Revelation



inaccurately stated > The nature,
that is, the genius and sp iri t of the
two reli gions is not different but
one and the same. " Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all
th y heart, and with all thy un-
derstanding and with all thy
strength :*' This is the first precept
of both dispensations: and " thou
shal t love thy neighbour as thy-
self ;" is the grand rule of social
virtue in both. Also, who our
neigh bour is, has been sufficientl y
exp lai ned by our Lord in the pa-
rable of the good Samaritan. The
only difficulty therefore remaining
is, that which has often been
stated, and in my apprehension
as often most satisfactorily an-
swered, How can the precept to
exterminate the Canaanites be re-
conciled to the law of universal
benevolence ?

The facts as they are exhibited
in the Jewish history stand thus.
The inhabitants of Canaan by the
practice of those odious crimes
to which they had been instigated
by their abominable idolatries,
tvere become fit obj ects for exem-
plary punishment. Had they been
exterminated from the earth bv
pestilence or famine, no one would
bave thought of impeaching the
wisdom or the justice of divi ne
providence. But the Sovereign
of the universe had an equal right
to emp loy the sword of the Isra-
eli tes to execute his awful man.
date. And in the present instance
th ere was th is great advantage,
that it made it a f a ct of public
notoriety , that the sufferings of
the guilty inhabi tants of Qanaan
were inflicted upon them as a
jus t punishment of xbeir crimes,
and as an awful wa rning, to
the surrounding nations. But
*Hat the Israeli tes were not de-

ceived in regarding themselves as
the authorized ministers of divine
just ice, is evident from the mira-
cles which at tended their progress
through the wilderness, and parti-
cularly those by which their con-
quests were introduced , the di-
viding of the waters of the .river
Jordan , and the falling down of
the wa ll of J ericho. In the ex*.
termination of the C^a-naanites
therefo re, t he Israelites can i ncur
no blame as they acted under a
divine commission.

Many however,- think it is
hi ghl y im probable that the com-
mon Father of mankind should
emp loy one nation to exterminate
another. But in fact this , is no
more than what occurs every day*
The Spaniards were employed ti*
ex terminate the Americans.; the
English to sp ill the blood , and to
enslave the persons of the Africans ;
and the present ruler of France^to destroy hundreds of thousands
of lives to gratify his own enor-
mous and unprinc i pled ambition.
All this it is indeed alledged i$
by permission, not by express ap-
po intment.—But in my mind ,
with n gard to the supreme Bei ngf
who is the cause of all causes,
and who foresees the end from the
beginning, permission and ap-
p ointment coalesce into one and
the same idea, the difference , be-
tween them is less than any given
difference. They cannot be se-
parated even In thought. All
creatures fulfi l the purposes of
the great Supreme , only, that ir*
common case* he mak es use of the
bad passions of m ankind  to ac-
complish his designs : in the case
of the Israelites he enj oins it as
an act of duty. Cyrus and JoT
shua were equal ly the ministers of
the divi ne pleasure : but the fpj>
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mer was prompted solely by am-
bi tion and the lust of conquest
and domination. The latter acted
as the " Captain of the Lord 's
host," without  any motive of
avarice or ambition , under an
immediate commission from God
himself. It may not perhaps be
easy to exp lain why war should
be admitted under the divine go-
vernment. This is a particular
case under the general question
of the introduction of evil. But
as it cannot be denied that the
existence of this evil is consistent
with the justic e and benevolence
of the divine charac ter , it is most
evident that of all wars recorded
in history , the extermination of
the Canaanites by the Israelites is
the most justifiable. It was not
founded in ambition or injust ice.
It was the execution of a just
sentence by those who exhibited
a clear indisputable warrant for
that purpose.

These considerations comp lete ly
satisf y rne that there is nothing in
the history of the extermination
of the Canaanites supposing it to
be lite rally true, if taken in its
whole connexion , which militates
against the character of the su-
preme Bi ing, or which can form
any ju st obj ection against the di-
vine authori ty of the Jewish law-
giver. If however a contra ry h y-
pothesis be assumed , whether the
narrative is to be considered as a
dramati c representation of a com-
mon event , as Nebuchadnezzar
is said to have been commissioned
fey God to subdue Tyre and Egypt ,
or whether the Israelites invatied
the country , either with or wi th -
out a fanatical impression that
they were insti gated to it by a
divine impulse , the conques t of
Can 'dfin in ^hose circumstances,

however unjust, would no more
affect my faith in the divine lega^
tion of Moses, than the invasion
of the same country, almost thi rty
centuries afterwards, by a horde
of Christian enthusiasts and fana.
tics, staggers my confidence in the
mission of Jesus Christ. For as f
do not hold it essential to the faith
of a Christian, to receive every
fact contained in the New Testa-
ment , so neither is it essential to
a firm belief in the Jewish dispen-
sation , to assent to every fact
contained in the pentateuch :
thoug h I feel no difficulty to ac-
knowled ge, that in the p resent
instance the balance of probabi-
lity is in my estimation m favour
of the history.

The second question is, " Why
under the Old Testamen t the re-
wards and punishments were of a
tem poral nature, whilst under the
New they are asserted to be fu-
ture and eternal ?"

The direct answer to this ques-
tion is , that such was the appoint-
ment of divine wisdom , for rea-
sons no doubt in themsel ves per-
fectly j ust and good , though the
limited intellect of man may not
be able to comprehend or to dis*
cover theniir Though your cor-
respondent has not stated where
his difficulty lies, I presume that
he means to ask how it can be re-
conciled to divine wisdom , that
the Mosaic dispensation should be
enforced by temporal sanctions
only ,  to the almost enti re exclu-
sion of those of a future life.

The princi pal reason for the in-
troduction of temporal sanctions
seems to have been that as the Jew-
ish nation was selected by God to
bear testimony to the important
doctritie of the divine .Unity , th is
testimony would be more marked,
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and more ^ffectual^ when it was
observ ed that the Israelite nation
prospered or declined in propor-
tion as they adhered to, or swerv-
ed from this grand and fundament
tal pr incip le, . It may be added ,
th at thi s constitut ion of things
was peculiarl y well adapted to the
inf ant state of the world , when the
hum an intellect being little exer-
cised in abst ract speculation , the
minds of men would be more
forcibly impressed by motives i rru
mediately addressed to their senses,
than by such as deri ved their effi -
cacy fro m a certain degree of
comprehension of mind which the
faculties of man had not theu at-
tained . \

Though I do not accede to the
op inions of those learned men who
think that the books of the Old
Testament contain no allusion to
the doctri ne of a fu ture  life, yet
I must admit that it is a difficulty
not easily explained , that a doc-
trine of such imp ortance , in which
all men of all a<res ftnd countries
are so deep ly interested should be
so obscurely hinte d at in a pro-'
fessed divine revelation. But there
is nothing in this contrary to the
analogy of the divine government ,
or which should constitute an ob-
jecti on to the d iv ine  authont}' of
the Hebrew prophets. If it is
asked why were not the Israelites
better instructed up on this sub-
je ct; it may with equal reason be
inquired wh y were not the hea-
then nations also bette r informed
upon it. And this again resol ves
itself into the genera l question ,
wh y are not the creatures of God
made more perfect than they arc ;
and wh y are intellectual and mo*
ift l advantages unequall y distri-
buted . These are facts , w h i c h
Jio one can deny, and difficult ies

which few sober and judicious
reasoners will undertake fully to
exp lain.

The th ird question is, u Why
the writings of the Old and New

kJ

Testaments should be so ambigu-
ous as to produce among mankind
spch a variety of opinions respect,
iqg the true interp retation of
them.'**

This question resolves i tself into
two cases : first , wh y are the
scri ptures ambi guous upon the
subj ect of revealed truths ? And
secondly , why are they am bigu-
ous upon other subjects ?

To the firs t I rep ly with a di-
rect denial of the fact assumed.
That cannot be a revelation from
God which requires another reve-
lation to exp lain it. And in- my
ju dgment the catholic criterion of
revealed t ruth  is the onl y correct
one : Quod semver * cniod ubique.
quod ab omnibus. No Jew ever
disputed the Uni fy  ot God. No
Christian ever called in question
the doctrine of a Future Life.
These doctrines canno t be rej ected
without  at the same tiai e reject-
ing the divine mission of Moses
and of Jesus. These there fore
are the onl y fundamental t ru th s
of the Jewish and the Christian
revelation. And in my estima-
tion to aff i rm of any doctrine that
it is controverted is the same
as to af f i rm that  it  is not a re-
vealed t r u t h .  . For on these points
the scri ptures are not ambi gu-
ous.

As to the second question , why
arc the scri ptures ambi guous m
things not revealed : it is of l i t t le
consequence—it is the same a^» to
ask wh y has not God revealed
a greater number  of t ruths ;
which indeed would be equivalent
to the inquiry  ̂  why he has not
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imparted to mankind a higher de-
gree of sagac i ty and intelli gence ?
The proper answer is7 that more
was not necessary nor expedient.

That the f orm in which re-
vealed t ru th  has been communi*
ca.ted , has given rise to-diversify
of opinion , and has produced
discussion and controversy has
been a benefit rather than a dis-
advant age ; it has roused the dor-
mant energies of mankind, and
prevented that smooth and oily
s-fcate- of things to which some are
6*> partial , but  which would in

' fact prove fa t al to intellectual and
• mora l improvement, arid to every

tiling great and good in the

human character. The violent"̂
controversies, which, in all awes ' *since the hooks were written , have
taken their rise froni the Jewish *
and Christian scriptures, ' have •
been productive of two most im-
portant consequences, which as 1
far as we can jud ge could not j
have been so well accomplished by
uny other means, . they have esta-
blished the antiquity, and in a J
great measure, and to ail practi. ;
cal purposes have preserved the
p urity ol these inestimable records. A

I am , Sir,
Your humble servant,

T. BELSHAM ,

in a few words,, be able to say
enough to moderate the objectors,
animosity , and to rescue the opi-
nion in question from the charge
of impiety*

Wishing %o conciliate not only
this gentleman^ but as many of
y our  readers as possible^ 

{ avail
myself of the assistance of two
wri ters of very opposite descrip-
tions, namely, the late Mr. Hume
and the apostle Paul. The for-
mer, near the beginning of hfe
admirable essav u On the original
Contract ," has stated , with h&
usual perspicuity , and happ iness
of expression, these momentous
t ru ths ;—tha t  the Deity is the
ultimate author  of all government
— that  the end of government is
the good of his rationa l creatures
—that , like every other power ov
force derived from him , sovere igns
may be said to act by his com-

384 Of Rig ht considered as founded on Power.

To the JLditor of the Monthly Repository.

Chic heater ,
sir, Aug. 2S, 1808,

Bfany of your readers^ as well
as> myself, have doubtless perused ^with great interest and pleasure^the able and roan ry vindication of
«Ieparlctl excellence, with w hich
j our correspondent , Mr, Mi ^gin-
s*o», has enriched your last num-
ber : but I am somewhat con-
cerned to perceive, tha t , on one
occasion, this very respectable
vi riic'r is betrayed into an i ftordi-
Bate , and , in my opinion , a very
tinnecessary movement of indig-
nation.

Speaking of the op inion which
s'ome have entertained , that  the
p axcer of the magistrate to govern
gives h i m  the rrg / tt  to do so, Mr.
II .  calls it the '" modern imp ious
op inion."' To what ex tent it pre -
vails at present I am .unable to
j udge, but I flatter myself I shall,

OF RIGHT C O NS I D E R E D  AS . F O U N B^D  OX P O W E R*



*masion , every thing that happens
£bein<r comprehended in the gene-
ral plan or intention of Provi-
dence. St. Paul thus wri tes^ to
the Chri>tians at Rome, then
groaning under the tyranny of an
imperial monster—"'there is no
power but of <3od : the powers
that be are ordained of God ."
AVe have, from an authority still
3\i<yher than fthat of Paul , the de-
claration, that the power exercis-
ed by a Roman governor was giv-
en him " from above/' No lan-
guage can be more exp licit.
When , therefore, it is said, that
p ozier gives rig/it, a figurati ve
.expression is used to signif y that
the possession of p ower indicates
the right of the possessor, and
that both are derived from the
will and appointment of Almighty
God-

So much for the impiety of ,the
^opinion in question- X*ct us now
see whether it may not be defend-
ed in a more general way.

Politics are only a part of mo-
rate. If, therefore, any proposi-
tions may be j ustly assumed, as
the foundation of morals, similar
ones, allowing for the difference
between the whole and a part , and
'between terms find subjects, some
more and others less genera l, may
be emp loyed as the basis of politi-
cal speculations. Now, if the
propositions I Am about to state ,
are not capable of a strict demon-
stration , (hey at least are recom-
mended by a degree of probabi-
lity as near to proof as can rea-
sonabl y be expected in top ics of
thi s nature , and fu l ly  sufficient

¦f *

tor all the purposes of the argu-
ment. I assume then .

1. That the Almighty Cr< ator
of the world exercises over it a

•'moral government; that the gene-

'Of f t t g hi considered us founded on Tower. 5&5

ral anrl ulti mate obj i'ct of his ad.
ministration is the happiness (tak-
ing in the whole of their , exist-
ence) of rational and sensitive be-
ings, and that  he bestowed the
powers of sense, instinct, arid rea-
son, as the means of conducting
the individuals, belonging to the
different classes of these beings, to
the kind and degree of happ iness
for which the .nature . of each is
fi t t ed.

2. That man , created princi-
pal l y and above the rest for social
life, has been gi fted with superior
endowments, or with the means of
acquiri ng^ them .; that by these he
is enabled to discover and obey
the will of his maker, in multi-
ply ing and securi ng hfc own en-
goyments. To th\s end , social
compact, laws, magistrates, tri-
bunals, the means Qf puhlic and
pri vate defence, &c. are indispen-
sably requisi te,^

•" Nam genus humanum , defessum vi
cole re aevum,

JEx inimicitiis languebat : quo magis rp-
sum

Sponte sua cecidit sub le£es, arctaquc
jura ."

Lucre r. V. 1144.
Accordingly, these have been es-
tablished vvith various skill , ener-
gy, and effect , in proportion to
the talents , disposi tions, and cir-
cumstance s, of the people con-
cerned.

1 .must here press into my ser-
vice the etymolog ies of Mr. Home
TooJve, on whose authori ty I as-
sume,

$. u That r igh t  is no other
th an RKCT - ww (regitum) , the past
partici ple, of the Latin verb rege-
re." • • • • u in the same manner*
cur  English word j us t  is the past
parti ci ple of the y evhj ubere." ••
fc * Law , in our ancient books,
was written la ug h , lagh> loge7 and
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ley " • * • • 'c it is merely the past
tense and past partici ple of a
Gothic and Ang lo-Saxon verb ,
which signifies pon ere, and it
means (something or any th ing ,
chose, cosa , aliqidd) laid down—
as a rule of conduct. Thus, when
a man demands his r ight, he
asks only that which it is ordered
lie bhal l h ave" • • • • • •  " to have
r ight  or law on one s sute 9 is
to have in one's favour that  which
is ordered , or laid down. A r ight
and j us t  action is such a one as
is orde red and commanded. A
j ust man is such as he is com-
manded to be—qui leges j ura tf ue
servat—who observes and obeys
the things laid down and cow-
manded." • • • • " Before there can
be any thing rect-mw, there must
be rcg-e?i S y reg ^s, rex , i. c. qui
or quod reg- it. I ad mi re? m ore
than ever, your favour i te  maxim
of— r tx , lex lo iuens ; lev- rex mu-
t iis. I acknowled ge the senses he
has given u s —t h e  experience of
those senses — and reason (the
effect and result  of those senses
and of that exp erience)—to be
the assured iostimony of God ;
a°ainst which no j iuman lestimo-
ny ever can prevail. And I th ink
I can discover , by the hel p of
this  etymology , a shorter method
of determining dispute s between
¦well-meaning men , concerning
.quest ioas of u i o 11 t : ft >r , if r i o 11 t
and J ust moan ordered and com-
manded ̂  we must at once refe r to
the orde r and command; and to
the uuf hur i t y which ordered and
commanded/'— Divers. oj Purlt y ^
Part II .  p. 7, 8, y, 15, 16\

4. But commands and laws are
useless wi thou t  sanctions to en
force th em , and sanctions vain
wi thout  the power to reward and-
punish. Hum an laws have the

support only of temporal sane*tioiis. Obedience to the divine
wil l , so far as that i$ declared by
the course of nature or by revela-
tion , is enforced by the awfu ]
saneiions of futuri ty .  Divine and
hum an  laws have this in common ,
that they deter fro m evil by the
fear of punishment : to incite to
good by the hope of reward is,
for the most part , peculiar to the
divine administration .

5. The term r ig ht , on one side,
and its reci procal obliga t ion , on
the other , derive a l l  their signif i -
cance and force from the previous
establishment of laws, divine or
human , and from the power of
the legislator to compel obe di-
ence, by making the delinquent
suffer for his offences. Right ,
without  a remedy ; obligation ,
without  a penalty for the breach
of it ; arid account able ness , with -
out a superior to whom the ac-
count is to be given ; are words
altogether without  .meaning. It
follows, therefore , that , let the
station and condition of a man he
what  it may, he has a rig /it  to do
any th i ng for which he is not lia-
ble to be called to account and
puni shed.  According ly, that  is
said to be r ight which  is simp ly
not p rohib i te d : bur  lu re the
phraseology is a little di f len nt.
We do qot say, it is rig ht to walk
on ei ther side of - l ie  street , but 1
have a right to do So; nobody
has a ri idit to hin der  me : on th e
contrary , it is not right to dri ve
my carriage on c i ther  snie oi a
crowded road , the law of .custom
forbidding it.

0. It is obvious that what  is
r i g/f t *  accord ing to one code < ) f
laws and one set of leg islators ,
may be wrong [see Diver *, oj P ut' r
h '\j ^  Part JJ . p . i) .] > according W
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another. The laws of fashion,
the laws of honour , the laws of
the real m, differ in their origin ,
enactments'

* sanctions, arid the
subjects on which they attach ;
but of each of these the force and
bin ding efficacy depends on the
dcc!ared will and p</\ver of the
legislator to punish the ir viola-
tion. In  like manner, morals and
politics, although from their re-
lation , as a whole to its part,
much more nearly allied than
what have been just mentioned ,
diffe r considerably. The subj ects
of the moral code are individual
men , and chie fl y those in a pri -
vate stat ion. . The subjects of the
political are independent nations
and communities, acting by their
proper organs, sovere ign princes ^&c. Each ot these last , person-
all y and individuall y, may , if he
pleases, suffer his political cha-
racte r and rights to be absorbed
and lest in what  he ju dges to be
his moral duties ; but he must
take the tempora l consequences.
On the other 'hand, (and it is
beyond all comparison oi num-
bers the more common case,) he
may sacrifice mora l duty to po-
litical ri ghts : of this , too, he
must take the consequences, which
are not temporal. In morals, the
legislator and the ju dge is Al-
mi ghty God . I n  politics,- the
leg islation and juri sdiction are,
indeed , appointed by him , but ,
for purposes, no doubt , infinite ly
wise and benevolent , al thoug h to
us inscrutable , entrusted to hu-
man beings, and , on tha t  account ,
liable to the error, imperfection,
and deprav i ty of the depositaries.
What is ri ght  i n politics is often
in morals the  reverse:. From his
office , as governor of Judea , Pi-
Ute had unquestionably *the rig ht
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to condemn to death the innocent
Jesus : that he was morally
wrong, and felt himself to be so.
is evident irom all that he did and
said. In every state the magis-
trate, supposing him both to
make and to execute the laws, has
a p olitical right to take cogniz-

^ance of reli gious practices and
op inions , when known and pro- ,
mul gated. Private op inion he
has no ri-sht to.controul , and for
this obvious reason , that he has
no power to do so. Whether he
be morall y j usti fi able, in thus in-
terfering with the religion of his
subj ects , is a very different  ques-
tion with which this discussion
has. no concern,

7. On the whole it is evident,
tha t  in society man has diffe rent
kinds of ri ghts ; personal, domes-
tic , civil , municipa l , and polit i-
cal ; all relative to the severa l
insti tutions in which th ey origi^-
natc, " and all dependent for thei r
effect and uti l i ty on the power of
those institutions to enforce them *
When the power ceases, the ri o;ht
is at an cna. A familiar exam ple
wil l  i llustrate this. Ju ra silent
inter anna. In cases where the
civil authority is insufficient to
compel obedience , military force
takes away civil rights , and sub-
st itutes its own in their place.

8. 11, afte r the manner of the
Amp hictyorns of ancient Greece,
or according to the later proj ect
of the  benevolent . Abbe de St.
Pierre, the civilized nations of
Europe, or of the worl d , were to
establis h a centra l diet or cham-
ber of" deputies , to whom all dis-
putes between sovereigns and i n-
dependent states , as wo 11 as be-
tween rulers and thei r  subj ects,
mi ght be referredi anil were to
arm th is chamber w i f h  the uni ted



force of the whole confederacy,
its Authori ty would be paramount.
No question could arise , in which
kings and states would have long
to sevk for the rig id of the case.
The reg-itnm^ or rec-tum^ or
right i would be supp lied by the
central chamber : j ust  claims
Would be supported : the refrac -
tory would be put  down : the
strong would not be pe rmitted to
oppress the weak, nor the- weak
to combine against the strong. Jt
is manifest, that this happy state
of things must be ascri bed solel y
to the p ower of the central cham-
ber, as to that every thing subor-
dinate would be accountable.

£). Now as there exists no such
pro vision as this cen t rai chamber,
soverei gns and independent states
are amenable to no human tribu-
nal for thei r conduct. If there
be such a thing as the law of na-
twj iSy it ie useless and lifeless.
The monarch* who has at his
comman d the most numerous and
best disci plined army, or the most
powerfu l fleet , laug hs at it ; nor ,
in so doing, is he gui l ty  of con-
te mpt of any court. ]f5 as is al-
most ahvavs the case, he can dis-
regard the odium and reclama-
tions excited , he is at liberty to
commit the most atrocious out-
rages with impuni ty . Jn this ca-
lamitous state of affa i rs, where are
the rig hts of the oppressed , and
where the wraggs of the oppressor?
—both are swallowed np by over-
whelming and i rresistible power .

10. But it may happen, that
opposing means may be miscalcu-
lated- The domestic tyrant  may
not be aware o£ the sp iri t and re-
sources of the subj ects whom he
purposes to enslave : the foreign
invader may be ignorant of the
people he means to subdue. In

either case, defeat and disgrace,
are the portion of the aggressor.

.The right, together, with the poro -
; cr , is transferred to the victor i -ous party, which , becoming in its -

turn above all human controul
is liable to no human response
biiity . Hence an obvious infer-
ence may be drawn , th at the oh,
ligation to submission , or the rHj t
or" resistance, is to be collected
from comparing their respective
consequences. In some cases of
this kind , great wisdom, and in
others wry little, is requisi te to
form a just comparison ^ but , ia
all cases, such a comparison la-
the only foundation x>f the prac-
tical rule. " There is no point,"
says Mr. Fox, [Hist,  of J ames \\. \ic in human concerns, wherein the
dictates of vi rtue and of worldly
prudence, are so identified , as in-
this great question of resistance
by fnrce to established govern-
ment.'7 Here, perhaps, the read-
er wil l exclaim ,

11. Is this system to be en-
dured ?—Is it for a moment to be
tolerated , that all regard to j us-
tice and equal ri ghts shall be ex-
cl uded from political transactions
and decisions ? I answer , that
this  could not happen , unless
those possessed of power were des-
titute of a sense of moral obli ga-
tion and of accountableness to
God : but such , in fact, has hi«
therto been , and such , in all pro-
bability , for ages to come, w ill
be the state uf the world ;

** Nee magls id nunc cst, xicc erito
mox , quam fuit ante."

From thi s melancholy and hu-
miliat ing spectacle, fro m the base-
fcss, f luc tua t ing ,  and immoral
policy of man , from the res
lioinance p eritura que wgnar ihe
Chri stian, philosopher . withdraws
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Tli E A B O L I T I O N  OF W A R *

To the Editor of the JSlonthly  Repository.

S I R ,
By inserting the following ani-

mated lette r lately received , you
will obli ge your constant reader
and humble servant,

W. R-
Dear Sir ,

Agreeabl y to my promise I will ex-
tract for you the passage from one of my
sermons , preached at N »
which it seem- , accorded so well with
your feelings and notion 's on the subj ect
©f peace. C

" Ha pp ily the stain of continuing the
6lavc trade is wiped from the national
chara cter of Britain . Were the same
unabated perse vcraoce, losing no sight
of its abject , and neglecting no lawfu l
means for its purpos e , to be used for the
extir pation of a still feller demon, War ,
in every state , in every country , and in
every cl ime, were its causes and its con-
sequenc es, its appeara nces , and its effects,
its injustice and its impol icy, its evils
and its horrors , continuall y and unre -
mittin g ly presented to mankind by the
fri end s of peace , by the children of hu-
manity, and by the disciples of J esus
Christ , forgetting all their differences *
and forming one firm ind issoluble band ,
in this glorious cause , thoug h the sel-
fohness of individuals may frown upon
the at tempt , an d induce them to brand
*t with reproaches ; who will dare to
»ay tha t the end might not finall y be
accom plished , or ; that by the adopti on of
these meth ods, peace might not sooner
reign tnump hant in every reg ion of the

Vet her e my dear Sir , is the, dif ficulty ,
^ho will tic the bell about the Uon 's

neck ; so as to advertise the world that
this indeed is Satan going about , seeking
whom, he may devour T The idea was
suggested by peru sing Clarkson 's book
on the aboli tion of the .slave trade. So»
impressed was I at first by it, that t
scarcely wrote a letter to any corr es-
pondent withou t introducing it. If am
epistle to —. —. be preserved by him,
you may find a fuller detail . I have en-
deavoured to fire him with the ambitio n
of being the Clarkson of a futur e age ;
I have introduced the consideratio n of
the subject into one of our conversatio n
societies by a kind of Cath olic epistle.
I know not the precise effect, nor am t
very solicitous to know it. 1 am satisfied 1
at present with sowing the acorn , and I.
would have all others who can , do the
same. The rree of peace must be like
the British oak , str ike its roots deep , be
long in risin g to maturity before it cans
spread wide , make a goo ll y shadow ,
and shelte r families and natrons , undeir
its leaves and branches. There must
therefore be no slackenin g, no despond -
ing, no abandonmen t. We must go ri ght
onwar d thoug h we march but an inch
a day. Nothing else, usefu l or good
need to be forsaken , even for this glori -
ous purpose. On it let the eye be fixed
as on a distan t vista , at the termina tion!
of a noble and delightfu l prospect , and
then as we appro ach, it , its root will
seem rivettcd to the centre and it will
appear to tower to the sky. Some may-
exclaim , what idle and extrava gant and:
fruitl ess enthusiasm , but »irch exclama-
tions ntust be minded no more tha n so
much vain babblin g, the mere whis ling;
of the wind. No good effort can e\eir
be lost . Centuries may fi rst revoh 0
but the deed may yet be done. How {
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fcis regards, and fî es them on
the div ine  government. He knows
chat at the aw fu l tribunal of hea-
ven , kings and their subjects, the
oppre ssors and the oppressed , the
victors and the vanquished , must
final ly ap pear. From that tribu-
naL a ri ghteous award will be

made, and the claims of eternal
j ustice, or, to speak more cor-
rectl y, the purposes of infinite be.*
nevolence, will be carried into
effect by the operations of un-
li miiecT power.

I amr &c.
HYLAS.

o



By circulating: the best dehortations
against war, Law 's Reflections, the
Treatise of Erasmus translated by Knox,
"Warner 's Sermon, Sec. &x. by short ex-
tracts dispersed in every public? place,
by .-ong> a/ul hy nvns, by pictures of bat-
t U s  and warlike instruments with their
effects , by le t t e r ^  fi om the Friends to
every potentate and to every statesman
ill the woi lei , &zc. Sac . Now let them
laugh. Were but the French emperor
and all his royal competitors and their
ministers Quaker ,, pray iiow far should
we be from the ej id of , our journe y ?
How romantic and ridicu:ous , ma y some
urge, is the idea ! Be it so. It is not
impossible ; and what is not done now,
may be effected in some future time,
and sooner than cold blooded and apa-
thetic selfishness may imag ine. I only
aay, go on , and the period w ill come,
•when in the noblest and best sense , as
applied to' unive rsal reformation, peace,
righteousness, benevolence and religion ,
men may sing, Glory to Cod in the highest,
*n ez Tth pe acei good ivill among the children
<tf men . Believe me to be , &c. J . H.

M R .  Tli l l E L K E L D  A N D  B I S H O P  S A N D ER S O N  C OM P A RE D .

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository .

s i l l y London 9 Oct. Q 9 1SOS.
1 was much entertained with

your " Memoirs of the Rev. T.
Threlkel d ," (from Dr. Barnes's
funera l discourse ,) in the Monthly
H i 'p osit ory ^ vol. ii. p. 169 ; and
am ful l y persuaded that  you can-
not take a sure r method to make
your work interesti ng and p opular
than by continuing to insert in it
frequentl y, authentic biograp hi-
cal accounts.

Mr, Threlkeld's character re-
minded me of tha t  of Dr. San~
denton, H isliop * ofr Lincoln , as
portrayed by the .  l ivel y p encil o\
Laac Walton , woo in the eighty
f if t h  ye ar of Ji is ag e , drew up the

P. S. I wish that Clarkso^ s thought*
on this subject at the beginning of fits
third volume of his Portraiture of Qua^-
kerism might be printed again and againy
in every honest newspaper and maga-
zine, in evtry part- of the world. Then
a p lace micht be found for the lover of
peace. —But thoug h I would have
us all be enthusiastic at heart in this
noble catisc, any peculiar or singular en*
thusiasm of manner may defer the de-
signed effect. Innocent hoi\est conform-
ity to the world' s modes, gi v-es strength
and spring, nnd influence to any good
cause. They who are too sanguine in
their expectations often too soon despair.
Sensibility too is a lovel y and graceful
affection , but it should not be entirel y
and always cherished like the sensitive
plant : it should be fitted for common
life, and the ways of the world, and he
capable of enduring the open air. It
should be foundctl on reason, graced
with virtue, regulated by prudence, and
confirmed by religion.

memoir of his departed friend.
Between the Hibhop and Mr. T.
there were several singular coin-
cidences ; both possessed a great
and wonderfu l memory ; both
disused their  memory in preach-
ing ; both were extremel y fond of
heraldry ; and both were bash fu l
to a fau l t .  The memoirs of I\ii\
rl 'i) re 1 k e 1 cl a re f res h in your readers*
recollection , or may be read ily
referred to ;  the life of the Bishop
is less known ; I shall therefore
make a few extracts  from it ^which  to some of them probabl y
may be new.

*c At th# taking of his degree of
Batchelor of Ai ts , his Tutor * told the

* Dr . K\rb\ey Professor of Hebrew in the University of Oxford , and one of
the translator* (by James's appointment) of the common version of the Bible.
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f icc/ or , 'that his pupil Sanderson had a
metaphysical brain and a matchless me?no-
ry ;  and that he thought he had im-
proved , or made the last so by an art of
his own invention .' And all the future
employments of his life, proved that his
Tutor was not mistaken *.

" Thus he went on in an obscure and
quiet privacy, doing good dail y both by
word and by deed, as often as any oc-
casion offered itself ; yet not so obscure-
ly, but that his very great learning-,
prudence and piety v/ere much noted
and valued by the Bishop of his diocese,
and by most of, the nobility and gentry
of that county. (Lincolnshire.) By the
first of which , he was often summoned
to preach many visitation sermons a.nd
by the latter at many assizes. Which
sermons, though they were much es-
teemed by them that procured and were
fit to ju dge them, yet they were the
less valued, becaus e he read them, which
he was forced to do; for thou gh he ha d
en extraordinary memory, (even the art of
it.) yet he had such an innare , invinci-
ble fear and bashfulness, that h;s 7nemo-
ry zuiis ivholly useles s•, as to the rep etition
o[ his sermons as he had writ them ;
which gave occasion to say, when they
were first printed and exposed to cen-
sure , (which was in the year 163a,)
That the best sermons that ivere ever read
ivere ne-ver p reaiij ed."

" About this t ime his dear and most
intimate f. iend , the learned Dr. Ha rn-
piond) came to enjoy a conversation and
rest with him for some days, and did so.
And having forme; ly persuaded him to
trust his excellent memory, and not read ,
but try to spea]k a sermon as he had writ
it;  Dr. Sa nders on became so comp l yant
as to promi.-.e he would. And to that
end they two went earl y the Sunday
ioJlo wing to a neigtyoourinj ; ministe r ,
and requested to exchange .1 sermon ; and
they did so. And at Dt\ S underson

g s go-
ing irto the pul p it , his gave his sermon
(which was a very short one) into the
/land of Dr . Hummond, intending to
preach it as it. was writ : but before he
had preached a third p art , Dr. Hammond
(looking on his sermon as wri t ten)  ob-
served him to be out , and so lost as to
the mutter , that he almost became afraid
for him , for it was discernible to many
of the plain audi tory : But  when 'he  had
ended t his short rermon , as they two
jviilked homeward , Dr. Sanderson said

* The copy of Bishop Sanderson 1
* life in nay possession , (the (irst edition) is

n °t paged .

with much earnestness, Good Doctor, j *'v*j g
me my sermon, and know7 that neither y ^u9
nor any man livings shall ever p ersuade m.s
to p reach again tvithottt my book* To whlccl
the reply was, Good Doctor , be not angry ;

f o r  if I ever p ersuade you to p reach again
ivithout hook , I tvill rive you-leave to bum
all those that I am master of. 1* •

" His memor y was so matchless and firm ,
as it was onl y overcome by his bashfui-
ness ; for he alone , or to a friend , could
repeat ail the Odes of Hora ce* all Tully s
Off ices , and much of Juvenal and P^r&ius
without book ; and would say, the rep cti~
tion of one of the Odes of Horace to hi*rself%
ions to Jj im sut h music, as a lesson on the
"viol <zvas to Others , ivhen they p layed it t»
themselves or friends

" These tiring and perplexing thoughts
begot in him an averseness to enter into
the toil of considering and determini 13or
all casuistical points ; because duriug
that time , they neither gave r*est to his
body or mind. But thoug h he would
not be always loden with the?e knor t y
poin ts and distinctions; yet the sriulv
of old records , ge/is.-logies and L> erxldry9
were a recreation and ^o pleasing-, that he
would say they guve rest to his mind.
Of the la>t of which 1 have seen two
remarkable volumes ; and the render
needs neither to doubt their truih or ex-
actness." '

" There was in his diocese a minister
of almost his a^e, that hud been of
Lin col ^ Collcgey when he left it , who vi-
sited him often , and always welcome,
because he was a man of innocence and
open-heartedness - This -minister askeil
the Bishop what boo-cs he studied most ,
when he laid the foundat ion of hi« great
and clear lean-iri£ ? To which h i ;  an-
swer was , that  he declined reading ma-
ny ; but what he clid read were well
chosen , and read so often , that he be-
came ver y fami l ia r  wi th  them ; and said
they were chicU y three, Ar 'nt.tL's Rhe-
toric , silqtn/Uis s Se> unda Se.unda:, and
"•J 'uUy ,  but chiefl y hi«> Offices , which he
had not read over less than twenty times,
and could at this age (75,) say. without
book. And told him al .^o, the learned
civili an Dr. Zo:ichy (v\ ho died latel y) find
wri t  Elementa *J ur i prudential, which Was
a book that he could also say without
book ; and that no w ise man could read
it too often , or love, or commend too
much; and told him thc -c had been his
toil. But for himself, he always had a
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natural love to genealogies an d heraldry ;
^nd that when his thou ghts were har -
rassed with any perplext studies , he left
off , an d turned to them as a recreation ;
and that his very recreation had made
him so perfect in them , that he could
in a very short time give an account of
the descent , arms , an d anti quity of any
famil y of the nobility ©r gentry of .this
nat ion/ *

The memory of the Bishop was
not it is probable so comprehen-
sive as Mr. Threlkeld's^ but  it
appears fco have been wonderful.
In taste the liishop excelled Mr. 1
¦T. as much as he fell short of him
in memory ; and in sound judg-
ment he was reckoned in his day
to be without an equal. He was
Consul ted as an able and profound
casuist far and near. The unhappy
Charles I. made him , by the advice
of A rchbishop Laud , one of his
-chaplains , and advised with him
in his difficulti es, and always

-̂ , *5enera:l ar gumen ts in favou r of the doct rin e of
MA TE1UALISM *

4»

1st. It must be admitted that
there is no known impossi bility in
matter being rendered perceptible ;
such a being as man may be si rn-
ply const ituted of the dust of the
earth : and if it be possible to
form such a beinc cut of the dust
of the ground , it is hi ghl y proba-
ble that he is so constituted : as
we canno t conceive of any motive
by which the D( ity would be ac-
tuated to superad d any unneces-
sary princi p le in the system of
fiuman intelligence.

2nd, An organized system of
-matter being rendered capab le of
p ercep t ion, is not more surprising

carried his conscience, as he sauf-
io hear him p reac h ;—and (what
is more decisive of his eminent
wisdom) the celebrated Mr. Boyle
offered him a pension of 50/. a
year (be fore his elevation to hj s
bishoprick) if he would wri te
cases of conscience for the aood of
posteri ty ^ The stud y of casuistry
(notwithstanding Dr. Joh nson's
gibe at it *) produced no ill effect
on him; for he was charitable and
genero us, upright and conscien-
tious, and diffident and humble
in as grea t a degree at least, as
Dr. Barnes represents Mr. Threl.
kc4d to have been.

Wishing these parallel charac-
ters may be often paralleled by
Bishops and Dissent ing ministers,

1 am, Sir,
EPISCOPVS.

than that the c dust of the ground*
should be converted into flesh and
Wood , or that the same materials
should constitute the beauti fu l
system of vegetation.

3rd . The exquisite structure
of the human frame is so wonder-

f u l  that  we cannot hesitate in as-
cri bing perception to it; nor can
we assign any good reason wh y
the Deity should have constituted
our frames so wonderfu ll y i t mat-
ter could not be rendered percep-
tible.

4th , All the orga ns of sense
arc constituted of matter : every
perception of the mind is either
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immediatel y or ultimatel y acqui r-
ed throug h these senses;—'if man
were destit ute of these material
senses, he would be little superior
to a plant or a tree.

5th . The different states of
man from the cradle to the grave,
contribute much to increase the
evidence in favour of simp le ma,,
tona lity :—we perceive that the
inind and the body graduall y
stiengthen and decline together :
at th e middle period of life, when
the body is the most established , the
intellec tual powers are t he most
invi gorated, t he memory is the
most retentive , the reasoning pow-
ers are capable of greater research ,
so that a clear perception and an
unimp aired b raj n , whether in the
lower or the hi gher walks of life,
are found to go together.

6th. Bodil y debility occasi-
ons mental debility : persons who
give themselves up to voluptuous-
ness, and thereby destroy the
powers of their bodies, equal-
ly impair the faculties of their
minds ; from this we see that the
nervous system is intimatel y con-
nected wi th  the seat of sensation,
and in shout , that the whole of
the perceptive system is material :
ftn nnmortai spirit , possessing no
one common property with mat-
ter , could not degenerate in its
faculties in consequence of the
injur ies sustained by matter.

7 th . Suspended animation ,
swoons , sound slee p, and indeed
every state which resembles death ,
is proved fro m fact and experi-
ence to be an unconscious one,
and of cours e death itself , which
*s a comp lete dissolution of the
powers , uiust be so: and if the
soul be unconscious during the
sleep of death , its immor ta l i t y  is
not worth 'contending . for, the

grounds for a future life , being al-
U>gether ind ependen t of this hy~
pothesis.

8th. Is it not strange! and at
least paradoxical! to represent
be in iis, whose 'f ounda tion is in the-
dust ) and who are crushed bf f ore-.
the moth % as being naturall y im-
mortal? * t he scri pture s always
speak of man as being cori uplible-
and subje ct to death !

9th ,  He who created us, and
zcho knoiLcth whereof tee ar c mvde^has declared in the mos t positive
manner what man 3s, and what  he
is destined to be—" Dust thou art ,
and unto dust shalt thou return !".

10th. The testimony of good
mej] , of patriarchs and prophets
concerning themselves, shews the
anti quity and increases the evu
dence in favour of this simp le *
philosophy. — " Behold I have
taken upon me to speak to tho
Lord ," say s the patriarch Abra -
ham , " who am but d ust and
ashes." " Thou k no west whereof
we are made : thou reinembcrest
t hat we are but dust., '* said thtt
pious psalmist. Ul ihu  in his con-
versation with Job respecting I ho
divine dispensations, which h<*
was attempt ing to j ust if y ; wi th  a
view to divest himself of self-im-
portance, and to conciliate the
attention of his friend , declares,
4C 1 also am formed out of t litt
clay ." And in like manne r Job
himself expresses the same thing ;
cc Remem ber I beseech thee lh;it
thou hast made me as the  clay,
and wil t  thou bring me into dust
again?"

J l t h .  The script u re repre^
senj ation of death is in favour of
the material hypothesis , as may
be collected from very many pas-
sages. To insta n ce a few :—The ¦•
uftliclcel Job, in th* moment ot
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impatient Cy expresses a wish that
death had stepped in-at the very
dawn of life, and put a period to.
Ms rising existence,—"For" then
says he*, * w should I now have laid
still and been quiet , I should have
slept : then had I been at rest,
with kings and counsellors of the
earth ,5 * &c.—With this agree the
words of the psalmist ; cc Put not
your trust in princes, nor in the
son of man , in whom there is no
hel p. His breath goeth forth , he
returneth to his earth : in that
very day his thoughts perish ."
To the same purpose it is express-
ed in the book of Eeclesiastes that
Ci the living know that they shal l
die: but the dead know not any
thing:—Their love, and thei r
envy ? and thei r hatred is now pe-
rished ; therefore. — whatsoever
thy hand nndeth to do , do it with
all th y might :  for there is no
work , nor device , nor knowledge,
nor wisdom in the grave, whi ther
thou £oest." In the book of Job
it is declared " that man dieth
and wastcth away ; yea, man giv-
eth up the l ife, and where is he?
As the waters fail from the sea,
and the flood decayeth and d rieth
up ;  so man li .eth dow n and risefrh
not , till the heavens be no more ;
they sh all not awake5 nor be rais-
ed out of their sleep /' To the
snme purpose is the language of
kins: Hezekiah , when restored
fro m the depth of affliction ; c * I
said , I shall not see the Lord ,
even the Lord in the land of the
living : 1 shall behold man no
more with the , i nhab i t an t s  of the
world. — For the grave cannot
praise thee, death cannot celebrate
thee : they tha t  go down into the pit
cannot hope for th y t ru th :—the
l iv ing ,  th e living, he shall praise
thee as 1 do this day ." -The
dr a th  of a man and the death

of a beast ar e represented by So-
lombn as differing in nothing, ex-
cept that the former may indulge
a hope which the latter has not
intellect to realize. Beasts are
unable to antici pate death : thei r
present happ iness is not in thr
least interrupted by the dread of
it: as they have nothing to fear,
so they have nothing to hope for.—
They are incapable of moral dis-
cernment and improvement ; their
hi ghest gratifications are sensual ,
and to render these complete, the
author  of nature has made every
provision in their favour. In the
New Testament, death is repre-
sented as a sleep, a rest, &c.
The terms mortality , corruption ,
&c. frequentl y occur : without
the resurrection, death is reore-uie resurrection , aeain is repre-
sented as an hopeless state !

12th. From the great stress
that the scriptures of the New
Testament lay upon a future re-
surrection , it may fairly be inferr-
ed , that it is in consequence of
this event , that we can hope here-
after to exist. Consciousness
without existence is what a child
knows to be impossible : and that
the existence of the body should
be essential to consciousness, is a
manifest proof, that perception
inheres in a material organization.

The resurrection is a doctri ne
of such great importance to man-
kind , that the Divi ne Being thought
proper 'to exemplify it in the per-
son of Jesus Christ , and indeed
the whole Christian dispensation
clea rl y ascertains this doctrine.
It was the publication of th is
grea t t ru th , that tended so great ly
to moralize the world; by thi s ,
the early Christians were comfort-
ed and established ; they endured
every hardshi p and privat ion , to
which their  profession exposed
th em with  patience and serenity?
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top ing, to " obtai n 'a better resur -
rection/ '

13t h. The New Testamen t
pla inl y declare s, that we are all to
be j udged in f.c the day of- the
Lor d," acco rdin g to th s deeds
done in our body, whet her t hey
have been good or bad : but a
stat e of consciousness between
deat h and the resurrection must
mak e some alter ation in our moral
state ; unl ess we suppose it ^ to be
entire ly an inacti ve one, wh ich
woul d be a very arbitra ry suppo-
sition : but that the future jud g-
ment should not recognize this
state in any degree , is one ar gu-
ment amongst many , in favour of
its uncon sciousness :—A state in
whi ch we know nothin g, and do
nothin g, can involve nothing !

14th. The miracles which our
Saviour and his apostles wrou ght
in raisi 112 the dead to life* are in
favour of this doct rin e ; to in-
stan ce but one of these , vie. the
resurre ction of Lazarus , the fri end
of Jesus and his disci ples.. Can
we suppose that our Saviour
wou ld have recalled the virt uous
Lazar us from the mansions of bl iss
and immortalit y, to rep lace him
in a situation which would expose
him to all the difficulties which

LET TE RS TO M R .  (NOW BISHOP )  BURGESS , ON T H E  T E S T I M O N Y  OF
T H E  J E W S  TO TH E PERSON OF C H R I S T ,  L E T T E R  V l I I .

SIR ,
You have heard , that Galileo

was confined in the In qu isition for
assert ing, that 'the earth moved

,round its axis ; and the variet y
of observa tions , which proved the
tr uth of his assertions , as wel l as
th e case with which he solved the
appea ra nces in the hea vens, failed

he had happ ily escaped ? Can we
suppose that Lazarus would have
left this state without expressing
some regre t at his being reca lled ,
or at least makin g some i nstant a-
neous report of what he had
heard and seen ; to all of which ,
the histor y afford s not the slighte st
allusion ? Can we suppose that
our Saviour would have comfort -
ed Mart ha, the sister of Lazarus ,
with the mere assura nce Ci  that
her brothe r should rise again ,"
and that therefo re she need < c not
sorrow as one without hope" wbea
he coul d have relieved her distress
more effectual ly by informing her
that the loss of her brother had
led to his immediate gain;—that
he was not real ly dead ; but that
his spiri t had escaped from his
bod y, and taken its fli ght to the
realms of immortality ? Or lastl y.
can we suppose that Martfy a
would have consoled hersel f with
the simple persuasion that her
cc brother " should «" rise again at
the last dayV nif she had possess*
ed the common belief o£ t a cdn *
scioua intermediate ' istate ? We are
at a loss to aefcount for every cir -
cumstance which this miracle in-
volves, if the common hypothesis
be true !

[ To he concluded in our next. ~\ '

of satisfying bat h the priests and
the philosophers of his ti me. His
the ory is now adopted in every
part of Euro pe, and taug ht pub-
licly in Rome by professors , who
declare their un feigned assen t and
consent to the decrees of the
popes, which condemn such sen..
timen ts as umcri ptura l and bias*
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phemous. This instance of hu-
man folly prevents me fro m ex*
pecting that  the progress of t ru th
should at any- t ime he rapid ,
though it wi l l  overcome at the
last. The belief 1 of the divinity
of Christ is as absurd as any fiible
in the heathen mythology . " I
have proved to you , that neither
Jcwtis nor his coteinporaries be-
lieved i t :  but  when I have done
this , and proceed to shew you ,
that our Saviour himsel f in .  the
most exp licit terms contradicts
such a notion , I am far from ex-
pecting you readily to submit to
li i iYU ^ The hand of power has
compelled , and the fascination of
interest induced the many in eve*
ry age and country , to - acquiesce
in the most striking absurdities :
add to this the natural indolence
of man » much more ready to take
upon trust than to examine his
op inions, and we need not be
surp rized at the prevalence of a
belief, which contradicts the fi rst
pri nciples of natural and revealed
religion.

I might fill thi s letter, and
twenty more, with passages of
scri pture, in which our Saviour
acknowled ges in the plainest terms
bis inferiority to God . He testi-
fied , that there was only one
God his father, fro m whom he
received every t i l in g—who had
sent h im to the Jews—to whom
he taug ht  his disci ples to pray,
and to whom he prayed most
fervently himself. To conceive,
that a being should pray to ano-
ther for blessings, is; absu rd , un-
less the one was inferior to the
other. Our Saviour taught , that
there is no one good but .  this one
God , who had t aught him many

things, but bad kept some ,con-
cvsiU'd from him : that he could

da nothing of h imself, that he
came not in his own name, nor
to do his own will— but to exc*
cute the commands of God . Ko\t
how can these tilings be reconcile
ed to truth ; if"Jesus was at the
same tune God ? how could he
be ignorant of any thing, if he
had lived fro m all eternity7 You
invent a fiction, th at he was both
God and man. But where does
Ch rist' ^peak this language ? and
what  dependence can we have
upon a person, who puts on two
characters, and leaves us to find
out what suits the one, and what
the other, just  as it may answer
his purpose.

Besides how cotild you make
so absurd a division ? Could God
lie in the womb of a woman , be
born, grow like other children,
and at last die on a cross ? At
the moment of his death could
he say, Father, into th y hands I
commend my spirit ? Was his
spirit , that fancied immaterial sub-
stance, you suppose resident in
man. divided into two sorts, the
one human and the other God ?
tray what became of the God
spiri t , at that moment ? Was he
playing the fool with mankind,
in so awfu l an hour, commending
one sp iri t to the other ? How
shockingly absurd and imp ious is
this notion of the divinity of
Christ ? To what strange vagaries
does it not lead its advocates ?
Christ, like a pious man , resigned
his breath to his fathei 's will ,
and in the same hopes, which
every Christian now has, of a
restorat i on to life.

When he was restored to life
did the God sp iri t again come in-
to his body ?  If it did , how could
he mock his disciples, by saying,
1 go to my fathe r and to y ouv fa 1*
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ther, to fny God anc^ to your God r
Before his death he spoke of his
going .to God : after his rcsurrec-*
{ion , his langua ge is the same,
lie disappeared from the sigh t of
his disciples, the same Jesus, with
whom they had conversed , and
whom they had seen exp iring, and
now resides in soiyie remote regi-
on , waiting the time appointed
by his father , when he shail again
return to the earth , and converse
with his fellow creatures.

Let me intreat you Sir, to con-
sider at tentively these circum-
stan ces, and to examine without
p rejudice, what  the scri ptures say,
instead of paying regard to the
reveries of any eccentrical divines.
If it is an honour to restore a
mutilated phrase in an ancient

©It , W ATTS *3 T R I N I T A R I A N  P A R A D O X E S ; COLLECTED JRO3I  HIS
fSALMS A N D  H Y M N S .

To the Editor of the Month ly Repository * -
Digberwort , Wilts,

sin , Ap ril 6, 1808.
No books, 1 believe, have more

generally fou nd their way into the
habitations of the poor, than
u Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress,"
* Hervey's Meditations/ ' " The
A ssembly's Catechism/' and lt Dr.
Watts 's Psalms and Hymns j "
those last, in particular, are in
almost every poor person's hands ,
and I know it to be a fact, that
their authori ty is by some ac-
counted nearly equal to that of
the Bible. Impressed with this
idea , I had the curiosity lately to
Tiiuke a certain experi ment : i, e.
to try what sort of a creed should
1. form , if I grounded it on these

author, how much grea ter is it ,
to eradicate pernicious errors, and
to promote the cause of t ru th  and
virtue ! Your abilities qualify you
for -an accurate perusal of the
scri ptures in the original lan -
guages : but your sermon con-
vinces me, that you have never
rnado the subject of the divinity
of Christ a princ i pal obj ect in
your researches, Kxamine them
again and by themselves. It will
be no disgrace to you to confess
your mistakes ; and let it not be
said , that  a pen , which might
have been serviceable to mankind ,
should be prostituted in support
of a metap hysical system* the
offsp ring of dark ages, and of a
wicked and interested church . .

I remain, Sir.

popular compositions, instead of
the word of God . Hav i ng col-
lected together the most particu-
lar expressions of the docto r, on
the , Trinity , the satisf action of
Christ- &c I found , upon exa-
mination , that the substance of
my creed would be contained in
the following articles, and they
may, J think , like your friend
Laicus's late communication *, be
j ustly denominated " Trinitarian
Pa radoxes/'

Before, however, I give you
these paradoxical articles, it is
proper to premise, that it is far
fro m being my intention to dero-
gate fro m the merits - of Dr. Wattsf
as a divine or scholar : I am u#
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ready as any one to allow him the
• character of a learned, pious, and

useful man. and to admire the
* beauty of the greater p art of his
i poetical compositions ; but , like
other great men, he had his ble-
mishes, which , though but few,
in comparison with his excellen-
cies, were nevertheless of such a
magnitude that it is much to be
regretted , by every friend to ra-
tional reli gion , that he should
have retained them so long ; and
t hat , a*fter he became convinced
of better things, he did not live
long enough to accomplish what
he so much wished , viz. a com-
plete. > revisal of his Psalms and
Hymns : what a proof it would
h ave been of the strength of his
mind ; what service to the cause
of pure Christianity ; and what a
prevention of those absurd notions
which his Psalms and Hymns, in
their present state , have contri-
buted so much to perpetuate a-
mong the lower classes of society !
But here is the proposed creed.

N.B. To preven t confusion by
a multi plicity of figures, I hav e
onl y referred to the pages in Bur-
der's edition , by which any psalm
or h ymn may easily be found.

I. Our Maker is our God
alone : " No other God beside
him is to be owned or adored"
(page 1O4), yet there are two
other persons or beings to be
owned , viz . the Son and Spirit,
each of whom is God , and a pro-
per obj ec t of adoration !
** Thus God the Father , God the Son ,

And God the Spirit , we adore *'
(P . 436.)

See, also, the Doxologies at
large.

II. God is a " Holy One,"
and yet a " Sacred Three,** i. e.
J*e is indivisible , but yet divided !!

Compare page 241 with 257
&c. &c.

III. The Lord our Maker isu the highest God'? (p. 350), oru God most high" (p. 196). He
is far above all his creatures (p.
300), J l  yet there is one of hu -
man race," i. e. a creature, that
claims '• a full equality with hiai ."
(P. 350.)

IV.4 Christ is not only equal
with the Father, but in some re-
spects vastly superior • to him.
'Twas Christ that " quenched his
Father's flaming sword" (p. 357),
c< Calm'd his frowning face" (p.
385) brought him to *c smile
again" (p. 396), and prevailed
on him to " lay his fu ry by."
The Father's name is Vekgeakce
(p. 385), but Christ is " the
dearest of all the names above"
(p. 405).

V. God, who is an immutable
sp irit , ie condescended to be born/'
an d " came to be suckled'' (p.
339 and 238). " The Mighty
Maker" of the worlds, and the
eve reliving Jehovah , not only suf-
fered stri pes and wounds, but
was actually crucified , uttered his
cc last groans," and died ! {/ The
helper of the distressed was once

w When God, the mighty Maker , died
For man , the creatu re 's sin."

in <c deep distress" himself (p. 9^
and 306).

(P. 326.)
€t The eternal God comes down and

bleeds ,
To nourish dying worms." (P. 43a)

See also pages 238, 306, 323,
333, 33S, 339, 384, 432, &c-

VI. He who is God over all ,
and an underived Being, t}ias, ne-
vertheless, a God over him, and a
Father to whom he prays ! (P«
62, 125, 266 , 371.)
, VIL Jehovah is a u forgiving
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God" (p. 23). He forgives pure-
ly on confession, and for *4- his own
<r0odncssr sake" (p. 37 and 43)j
and he has u erected a throne of
grac e f reely to dispense hia par.
doris" (p. 190). Yet all these
par dons are boug ht of him at an
immense price (p. 189), and he
receives a full payment for our
salvation (p. 425). " All our
hopes begin from the mercy of
God ," yet we should have been
utterl y hopeless without the "pur-
chase of Christ 's death !" (I\
2 07.)

VIII. The Great God himself
was at one and the same time , the
sacrifice that was offe red , the
p riest that did offer it , and the
Being to whom it was offered ! !
In other words, God himself, of-
fered up himself, to himself / 1 /

" Aaron must lay his robes away ,
His mitre and his vest ,

When God himself comes down to be
The off'rin g and the priest/'

(P. 3*8.)
IX. The same Being that hears

prayer , is engaged in pray ing
" for us above>' (P. 183, 328.)

X. God greatly loved and
hi ghly exalted his son ; regarded
him as his u eternal darling"
(p. 378) ; yet he put him to great
pain (p. 369), pierced him with
the " sharpest smart" (p. 426),
and was exceed i ngly deli ghted
with the sound of 4C hia dying
groans" on the cross !!

" His dying groans , his living songs.
Shall better please my God

Than har p or trumpet 's solemn sound ,
Tha n goats ' or bullocks ' blood. "

(P. 96.)
XI. No manner of comfort

could be found in God till he ap-
pvi i-red in human flesh , about
t ]ght een centuries ago ; yet David
ai)d all the patriarchs and pro-
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phets found every comfort in him*
long before that peridd !!

u Till God in human flesh t see ,
My thoug hts no comfort find ;

The holy, j ust , and sacred Thre e
Are terror to my mind."

(P. 406, compared with 97 and 86.)
XII. God is three persons id

one nature , and Christ is two na-
tures in one person ! ! (P. <239y
437.)

XIII. There were two divinities
pertaining to Christ;  one of them
left him when in the agonies of
deat h, but the other remained be-
hind to support him .

" His soul, what agonies it felt ,
When his own God withdrew !**

(P. 430.)
<c But the divinity within

Supported him to bear. "
(Same page.)

Such is the creed, Sir, which I
think may be fa i rly ded uced froiu
Dr. Wat ts's far-famed Psalms and
Hymns : it embraces, as you see,
no ot her subjects than the Trinity,
and the deity and satisfaction of
Christ ; other topics are om i tted
for the sake of brevity ; but I
guess that, short as it is, i t is pa -
radoxical and perp lexing enoug h
to induce you to exclaim " Crc- ,
dat insanas non ego !—Let me
tel l you , Sir, that after I had
sketc hed out its articles, and had
seen what they amounted to, I
was glad enough to shift my
ground again , and recur for relict
to t he Holy Scri ptures ; the words
of Mr. Lindsey, at t he same time,
very forcibly struck my mind :

" How thankfu l ought we to
be for the good sense and simp li-
city of the gospel of Jesus, which
leads us by no such dark and in-
tr icate roads to heaven !"

A few obse rvations shall now
close my letter.

1. Though Dr. Watts 's book



embraces & great variety of sub-
j ects, it is somewhat surprizing
that it does not contai n so much
as one Psalm or Hymn ex press] 37
on the subj ect of The One God / !
but tlicr-e are severa l on the sub-
ject of the Trini ty  ; yea5 the doc-
tor tells us that lie could not
46 persuade himself to put a full
period to his Iryj nns" without ad-
dressing songs of praise , in various
metres, to God , the Father, Son,
and Holy Sp iri t. His conscience,
it seems, would have stuns him
had he been guilty of such an
omission ; but how his conscience
permitted him so much to neglect
the important doctrine of the di-
vine Unity , I am at a loss to con-
ceive. Certain it is, however,
that on that  subj ect he is so very
sparing, that I have not been able
to find such words as " Holy
One" or 4C Loft v One" more
than twice in all the book ; but
such e xpressions as the u Sacred"
or " Blessed Th ree" met my eye
in almost every page ! Ah !
thought I, how diffe rent is this
fro m the Bible, where the words
44 Holy One" occur in scores of
places, but the terms cc Sacred
Th ree," not once , from Genesis
to the Revelation !

2. It has ofte n struck me that
Trinitarians arc in th e  habi t  of
over-atepp i/tg their own belief ;
i. e* of using words which ex press
much^ more than they in reality
do believe. It we ask any of them
iii their cool dispa ssionate mo-
ments, Do they believe that th e
Godhead actuall y suti ered and
«fied ? they would answer—No ;
and yet nothing is more common
than to hear them spe ak of a *«// -
f i ring , a crucifie d, or a dy ing
God. Such expressions abound
in Dr. Watts 's liymu Hook ; if,

then, it fs their belief that the
sufferings and death of Christ were
merely hum an ± we may fairly a*k ,
Why do you use words which
convey a contra ry meaning ?

I have also observed , that  they
are much in the habit of violat-
ing most, if not all , of the hi glu
soundi ng pretensions which they
are so fond of making. One of
these pretensions is, " that as the
two natares in Christ are quite
distinct , great care should be tak-
en not to confound them in our
meditations or discourses : but
do they themselves observe the
rule ? no : for nothing is more
common than to see many of
them put man for God and God
for man ; thus, in Dr. Watts's
Hymns, the divine nature takes
th e place of the human, and
suckles a virgin—

" This fnfant is the Mighty God,
Come to be sucki 'd and ador 'd ;**

(P- 238,}
And , on the other hand , the hu-
man nature  occup ies the placed
the div ine and-receives adoration !

" This js the many the exalted mant
Whom we unseen adore ."

(P. 375 )
Another of their pretensions is

< c to be very scrupulous in main-
ta in in g  a strict equality between
the Father and the Son ;" but is
it not well known , that thei r ge-
neral practice quite destroys this
supposed equality ? Do they not
un i fo rmly raise the ^on much
hi gher than the Father in point of
comp lacency, pity > or good ness ?
What  then becomes of the equa-
lity ? The t ru th  is, it is lost : tor ,
fro m the generality of Trinitarian
prayers and sermons, it woul d
appear , as if the Son was every
th in g  and the Father nothing .

3. How obscure and uuintcl-
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ligible is the genera l langua ge of
Trin ita rians , how difficult to af-
fix any meaning to it ! A remark -
able instance of thi s obscurit y is
to be seen in thei r statement of
the doctrine of sati sfaction : Dr.
Watt s, like many others , brin gs
forward the idea that the Son
quenched the flame of divine
wrat h ; but if we ask , when did he
quench it ? we meet with the
most contradictory answers that
can possibly be conceived of. One
hymn tells us, that it was when
Chr ist came down fro m heaven :

" But all was mercy , all was mild ,
And wrath forsook the throne ,

When Chr ist on the kind errand came,
And broug ht salvati on down. "

(P. 3 *2-)
Another hymn says, that it was

when Christ died on the cross :
" Appeas 'd stern justice on the tree ,

And then arose to God. " (P. 342.)
But a third hymn contradic ts

both these opinions , and shews us
tha t the tlame was not extinguish -
ed (at leas t not completely) t ill
Ch rist ascended !

a Well , the Redeem er 's gone
T'appear before our God,

To sprinkle o'er the JIa ming throne
With his atoning blood." (P. 341.)

Now , Mr. Edi tor * what can
we make of all this ? Is it not
a mos t barefaced contrad iction ?
For if " all was mild ," and
" w rat h had for saken t lie throne ,"
when Christ descende d , how could
it be a ** flaming th rone " agai n,
when he ascended ? In fact , I
consider th is contradicti on as suf-
ficien t to invalidat e the whole
ar gument r for were any witness ,
in giving evidence befor e a court
concernin g any particular trans -
action , to va ry so much in stating
the . lt/7i0 of it as to mention three
diffe ren t days , at a considerable

distance from each other , no per-
son, I believe , would consider his
evidence as enti tled to the least
credit.

Agai n, th ere is an instance of
great obscuri ty in their descri pt ion
of the three persons. 1 have
been alwa ys led to underst and ,
fro m the genera l language of Tri -
nitarians , that the Son, indepen-
dent of the vei l of human fl esh ,
is not so terr i fic a person as the
Fathe r ; or , in other words , that
the Father is the most tremendous
of all the three persons : but there
is one stanza in Dr. Wat ts 's
Hymns that quite overturns tha t
notion , and shews us that wh en
un qualified by poor humanit y , all
the three pers ons are equall y tre-
mendou s-! i. e. one is as f u l l  of
wrath as the other ! That stanz a ,
thou gh cited alread y, shal l be re-
peate d :

c< Till God in human flesh I see,
My thoughts no comfort find ;

The holy, just , and sacred TArce
Are terror to my mind."

4. It is rather curious that Dr.
Watts , after exhibitin g such ab-
surdities , should presume , in so
exultin g a manner , to cast re-
proaches upon , the poor deluded
heathe ns , in such lines as these :

" Let the old heathens tune their songs
Of great Diana and of J ove. **

(P-333-)
When I first road them , I was

nat u ral ly led to expect some fine
lines on the superi ori ty of Christi -
anit y to eve ry other system p t
reli gion , si milar to what the doc-
tor act uall y has in th e 2 19th
Psalm; hut ju dge how grea t was
my d isappointment when I found
the very nex t stanz a beginning itt
this fnanner :

<4 Behold , a God descends and dies ! V*
In t ruth , I could not repress
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the following indi gnant effusion;
c< Ah ! doctor, if thi s be your
Christianity , you real ly h ave no
reproaches to cast on the hea-
t hens ; their stories concerning
thviv f ighting, wounded ? and bleed-
ing gods j arc not a whit  more
absurd t han yours, con cerning
the mighty Creator dy ing for the
sin of the creature I ru>r will an
impartia l mind discover any th in g
more gross in t h e i r  descri p tion of
the Infant Hercules at the breast
of Juno , than in ifou follewing
coup let of j our 's ;

Mil . D I LL W Y N  ON T H E  C I V I L I Z A T I O N  OF THE I ND I A N S  I N
KOKTII A M E R I C A .

To the Editor of the Monthly Rep ository.

Ipsw ich, 11 Mo. 8, 1808.
Observing in a late number of

the Repository , some strictures
on the conduct of the peop le call-
ed Quakers, in relation to thei r
recent endeavou rs for the civili-
zation of the Indians in North
Ameri ca*; imputing to them an
arrogant pretension to the exclu-
sive merit of the benevolent at-

6D2 M r .  Dillvtyn on the Civilization of the India ns.
" This Infan t is the Mighty God;

Come to be suckled and ador 'd."
Your 's, &c.

ANTITRIN Ir l A III A N..
P. S. In case of your inserting

the above, I may at a future op.
portuni t y  transmit to )ou another
lot of Trinitarian Paradoxes, col-
lected from Hervey's Descant uru
on Creation ; but I fear that some
of your readers will be disposed
to compare me to the spider that
is said to collect poison from the
very same flowers fro m whi ch the
industrious bee sucks his honey.

tempt , I request room for the
following observations, founded
on a more intimate acquaintance
than the author (J. Brookes) seems
to possess, with the history of the
transactions alluded to.

In offering them I should have
been much assisted , had J* B*
specified the particular passages f
on which he grounds the charge,

* These endeav ours are the subj ect of two Pam phlets ; one entitled "A Br ief
Account of the Proceedings of the Committee , appointed in the year 1795 * by the
Yearl y meeting of Friends of Penns ylvania , New J ersey, <3tc. for promoting the
improvement and gra dual civilizat ion of the Indian nativ es. "—Ph iladel phia ,
printed; JLondon , re-printed by Philli ps and Fa rdon , George Yar d , Lomb ard
Street , 1806:—t he other , " A Brief Account of the Proceedings of the Com-
mittee , appointed by the Yearl y Meeting of Friends , held in Balti more , for
promotin g the improvemen t and civilization of the Ind ian Nati ves." Baltimor e,
printed ^ X^ondon reprinted , as the f otmer.

-f This he has wholl y neglecte d to do , and I am unable to discover any such
passages. On> the other hand , I find that the Report of the Pennsy lvania Com-
mittee opens th us : " The committee after free ly conferrin g on the obj ects of
their ap pointment , and carefull y considerin g the means most likel y to prom ote
them , believed it pro per to learn the disposition of the various tribes in the
vicinity of this State , and prep are their minds for the rece ption of the intend ed
aid. With this view , circular letters from the Commi tte e were , in 179 6, ad-
dressed to various tribes ; accompanied with one fro m the Secretary of State ,
expre ssive of the appiobation of the executive gover nment of the United Stat es .'
j \h th is passage shews that the undertakin g was not without the earl y count ena nce
of th« government , so another gives due credit to the views of the Presid ent . I £
I -"', part of an Addres s from the Deputation of the Baltimore Committee to a Coins-



t4iat ^c the Quakers in their pub-
lications on the subj ect, claim
the credit of the rational mode of
civilization , which is now carry-
ing on among the Indians in the
United States of America, with-
out any reference to its govern,
ine n t ;" and that by thus wi th-
holding ^ honour from those to
whom honour is due , t hey h ave
incurred the guilt  of i6  injust ice
and piracy in the moral world. "
A superficial perusal of the .p u b-
lications quoted in the fo regoing
note , mi ght have sufficed to pro-
tect the people called Quakers
from so heavy and groundless an
imputation.

With respect to the supposed
fact which J. B. understood fro m
a C i Committee of three Quakers"
on a mission to the Miami and
Delaware Indians , in 180̂ , it is
clear , if he is corr ect, th at they
must indeed have committed them-
selves in the assertion , that the
Quakers had had a legacy l eft
them of the sum of 50007. to be
u p-p lied toward s civil izing the In-
dians , (whether by one of their
own communi ty  is not mentioned.)
Of the  falsehood of this, the least
inqui ry  in Philadel phia or Balti-
ni dre would have enabled J. B. to
j ut l ^ e .  I am confident that no
lega cy or gift of sucit an amount ,
or any th in g  nea r it , was ever
contr ibu te d by any indiv idual  to
the purpose in question. The
much  larger sum expended in it
was furnished in Ameri ca by the
b o u n t y  of individuals , and mostly
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in small sums. And about 70GQ?*
sterling since committed to their
disposal by the Society of the
Friends in this nat ion , including
some small donations from others
who voluntari l y requested to sub^
nut them to th e  same approp ria-
tion , was raised in the same man-
ner ; none of the contributions
exceeding one hundred guineas,
and ve ry few being of half that
value. J. B. is also under a
great -mistake , if he supposes that
the fi rst proceedings in this im-
portant und er taking were not
much anterior to the year 1SO2.

Papers in my possession , were
I now at home to refer to them ,
would fu rn i sh  abundant  facts
which  yet more clearl y refute
J. B.'s charges;  bu t  I am {willing
to hope , t h e  p erusal of the lew 'I
h ave offered , wil l  satisfy him they
Jiave been too hasti l y advanced.
To appreciate strict l y the merit
which any body of men , civil or
reli gious , may exclusivel y assume
for the late benevol en t exertions
in favour of the abori ginal inha-
bitants  of the forests of America,
would be a Task as invid ious  as
useless. Much is certainl y due
to the governme nt of ihe United
States , whose 4 h u m a n e  system for
ameliorating ihc cond i t ion  of the
nat i v es  w i t h i n  their  l imi t s , and oi
whi ch  the J ' riends in Ameiica ,
have publ ic l y declare d^ 

their
thank fu l sense , in a late Address
to t^h e President , reflects on il the
hi gh est honour , it nd as its '\vise
ins t itu t ions  have essentially fa cSH-

cil of In dian *, in 1804 : " We believe , Brothers ,*1 say the persons deputed , " t hat
it is in the heart of your Father , the Presiden t of the United States , to assist his
Red Children in the cultivation of the earth , an d to render ' them servi qes which
will be greatl y for their benefit and welfare . We hope that your exertions . to
change your pres ent mode of living, will be so plain to him that he will see them .
*i'his wiJl encou ra ge him to cont inue to aid you in your endeavours. "* —Baltimo re
Acvoynt , p. 31. . _ . . . . . .



tated the Exertions of the bene-
volent, (which had certainly ex-
isted for more than a century ,)
the real ly benevolent of eve ry
name or party wil l  " thank God ,
and take courage" in continuing
them.

I not only concur with J. B.
in th inking that  a preceding cor-
respondent of  the Repository is
under a mistake with respect to

To the Edi tor of the Monthly Rep ository .

1. Cor. v. 1. It is rep orted
commonly that there is f ornication
among youy and such f ornication
as is not even named eveit among
the Gentiles, that one should have
(i* c. marry )  his f ather s wife .
The persons guilty of the gross
immorality here noticed , possess-
ed , it seems probable, some con-
sequence. Their wealth and in-
fluence afford a sufficient reason
wh y the converts at Corinth , who
in general were poor and unpro -
tected , and consequentl y the more
glad of receiving and retaining
among them men of rank and
distinction , should rej oice in hav-
ing such for their brethre n , while
their  conduct was a disg race t|)
their profession. A young man
it appears , became enamoured ot
his father's wife, (which , in IJe-
brew and Arabic, is a circumlo-
cution for a step- mother J and
married her, the father having
either divorced her, or he being
now dead.

the pecuniary aid of the Ameru
can government , but  I assert that
its liberal provisions were never
committee! to the disposal of the
Society of the Friends ; and I
apprehend the mistake has arisen
from the President's having ap-
pointed one or more of the mem-
bers of that Society as his agents
on that occasion.

WIL LIAM DILLW YN.

- Festivity and j oy are the natu-
ral concomitants of marria ge; and
the ( vent le^eived on the part of
the Christians the usual tokens of
joy and congratulation. But in the
estimation of the apostle a union
so unnat u ral between persons that
professed the gospel , was rather a
subject of funeral sorrow than of
nuptial gladness : and this is the
figure , which our author, with
his usual boldness seized , to ex-
press his disapprobation and re-
gre t ; And ye are p uffed up, and
have not rathe r mourned that he
who hath don e this deed , might be
carried away f rom among you.
As though he had said , " You
rej oice in these persons as in a
newl y married coup le, whil e you
ought to mourn over them as mo-
rall y dead , and should according-
ly remove them fro m the churc h
as those who are actuall y so."
A corpse going to be interred was
preceded by mourner*, whose hv*
mc' illation? commenced as a siff-

BIBLICAL CRITICISM.
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rial for its removal. The term
sZ&zfy , used by the apostle, is never
more properly emp loyed than in
ex pressing the action of carry ing
out a corpse for interment.

It was an opinion generally
adopted by Pagan p hilosop hers ,
that ,  the human soul derived her
corruptions fro m the bod y ;  and
would then onl y recover her pris-
tine innocence and happ i ness ,
when the f leshy which occasioned
her base passions would be destroy-
ed in death. To this op inion
our author by the train of his
j ueas was naturally led to allude :
and we cannot full y perceive iiis
meaning, unless we perceive also
the obj ect whence he borrows
his illustration. For I truly 9 as
absent in body ,  but p resent in
spir it ^ have a lready j udged , as
thoug h I were p resent, him who
hath so done t/ iis^ that in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ y
when y e are gathered together,
and my sp irit zvith the p ower
of our Lord Jesus Christ y y e
deliver such a one to Satan f o r
the destruction of the: flesh, that
tht sp ir it may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus.

The passage interpreted con-
formabl y to the obj ect whence the
descri ption is borrowed, is to this
effect ; " I pronounce the sen-
tence of deat h and interment  up-
on these flagrant offenders : and
do you in a full assembly carry
the sentence into execution. In

J f R .  I J O W f i 'S A D D I T I O N A L  lift M A R K S  ON T H E  J U D G M E N T  OF THE
W O R L D , U Y  J E S U 3  C H R I S T ,

To the Editor of the Monthl y  Repository .,

Bridp ort ^sir , November o, 1SOS.
I beg leave to point out two or*

rata of the pr inter , in my ob-
servations on %i the Jud gment of
lixe World bv Jesus v Christ/ ' in-

gathering for this purpose, you
will  have my hearty concurrence
and the sanction of the Lord Je-
sus, whose p ower 7 as sole head
of his church , is sufficien t to war-
rant your proceedings against such
delinquents , however great andf
powerful they may be. Their
bodies by being delivered to de-
struction , will  leave thei r souls to
be puri fied from the t a in t  of evil
passions^ and in consequence to
be saved when the Lord Jesus
comes, as he is soon expected to
come, to raise the dead and re-
ward the ri ghteous."

But divested of the meta ph or^
the passage has this simp le mean-
ing, i(t Let these iin mora l persons
be expelled. While they conti-
nue in your church , they sub-
serve thu purposes of Satan, the
great adversary'of our faith , by
tarnishing its fair name, and spread -
ing among the pure the contagion
of evil examp le. Let them, there-
fo re, be delivered up to that evil
princi p le, whose agents they
real ly are. Thei r expulsion may
brina : them to repentance, and
pu r »ty their  vices , as the soul is
supposed to be puri fied by its se-
paration fro m the body. Such
repentance if sincere , wil l  qualify
them again to become honourable
members of the church , and to
share in the glory of our Lord 's
second appearance , which all vt
us hope to be at hand."

THEOL OGUS
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sorted in the last number of your
Repository . The second mistake
is material , as convey ing a sense
quite opposite to my meaning.
.Page 563, instead of, V we are
now in the infancy of the fi rst
stage of our existence" read .
6i we are now in the infancy, the
first stage of our existence ."
Page 564, instead of, u this ob-
jection would be answerable on
the supposition/ '  read , " this  ob-
j ection would be-unanswerable on
the supposition."

I have sent you the following
additional remarks on P. K. 's
ij tter tor i nsertion , as soon as
convenient , in your liberal Repo-
sitory .

< c One of the pr inci pal argu-
ments, this  wri ter says, for a de-

f erre d and f uture  J ud gment of
the world by Jesus Christ y seems
to impeach the justice and, im-
partiality of A lmighty God's pre-
sent government of the world;
for the delay of j ustice is injus -
tice, and that which demands
amendment or correction , must
be wrong." Monthl y Repository
for January , 180S.

What the argument is which
P. K- combats, he does not state,
but leaves it to his readers to de-
termine fro m the nature of his
reply. I suppose he moans the
unequal distributions of provi-
dence in the present state, which
considered in connection wi th  the
perfections of the Deity ,  are of-
ten alledged as a proof of a future
day of impartial account. I ne-
ver heard however any one d raw
the conclusion from this argu^
ment , that Jesus Christ must there-
fore be neqessarily the jud ge t
That he is appointed to this im-
portant office , the advocates for
this doctri ne, conceive to be

clearly taught by the Chri stian
revelation , and to that alone they
make their appeal .

P. K. seems to me to confound
two points , which are distinct
fro m each other. Whether God
will hereafter j udge the world in
righteousness, is one question ,
and" whether he has ordained Je-
sus Christ to administer j udgment ,
is another. In discussing the lat-
ter, we necessari ly go on the sup-
position of the truth of the fo rmer .
And on this point , it is admitted ,
that we can trace a moral govern -
ment exercised over mankind , in
the diffe rent effects of virtue and
vice in the present state. The
tendency of the one is to produce
the happ i ness of those who prac
tise it , and of the other , the mi-
sery of its slaves. But can it be
denied , that this tendency is oc-
casional ly counteracted in its
operation , by other causes ? Is
integri ty always attended with its
due reward , and guilt with its me-
rited punishment, in this scene of
probation ?

Solomon speaks of cc sentence
aga i nst an evi l work , not being
executed sp eedily , and a greater
man than Solomon represents it
to have been" after a long time ,
cc that the master of the servants"
to whom he had conj mitted ta-
lents for impro vement in his ab-
sence, " came and reckoned w i t h
them ," In this state of trial , it
appears both from history sacivil
and pro phanc, ancient and mo-
dern , and indeed from our own.
occasional observation , tha t  the
vicious are frequentl y permit ted to
t r iump h over and cruel ly oppress
the virtuous persons " of whom
the worl d is not .\vi>t th y ." If t h e n
the Lord of the whole earth can
do noth ing but  wh*i t is fig ht *
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might it not be rationally con-
cluded , that the due rewards of
virtue, a'nd adequate punishments
of vice, are reserved to a future
day of retri bution ?

P. K. will I think find it diffi -
cult to prove his assertion , ** that
this del ay of justice is injustice."
But though he sees no weight in
the argument I have been illus-
trating, in favour of a future
j udgment, I feel much satisfac

REVIEW.

Art. I .  A Sermon against Witchcraf t , p reached in the Paris h
Church of Great Paxton ^ in the County of Hun ting don , Ju ly 17y
1808. With a brief Account of the Circumstances which led to
(•wo atrocious Attacks on the Per son of Ann Izzard , as a rep uted
Witch. By the Reverend Isaa c Nicholson, 31. A. Curate . Lon-
don. Maw man, Poultry .

The history of the various ira.
fostures ? by which men of strong,
have deluded those of weak minds,
and thus raised to themselves con-
siderable profit and importance ,
would be very instructive to man-
kind. Every age is full of them ;
and , when once an error has been
established

^ it is so much the in-
terest of numbers to perpetuate it ?
tha t  with the greatest d i f f icu l ty
can it be rooted out. Of these
unpo sitions some are of a very
exten sive nature ; such as the be-
lief in witches , in the pop ish t r i -
nity ,  in t r ansubstant iat ion , and
th at , which is against the strong-
est feelings of human  nature th e
belief, that an* infant  nt .the breast
>s an obj ect of God's wrath and
damnation , instead of his love
and benevolence. Whe n these

tion in stat ing^ that he'looks fbt*'
ward to another scene of greater
perfection th in the present. His
words are, *' the scripture saith, *
that Almi ghty God , the father of
Jesus Christ, will jud ge the worl d
in the last day , when all things
on this earthly theatre shal l re-
ceive thei r final consummation/'

I am . Sir, &c,
T. HOWE.

impostures are traced to thei r
source, we find no difficulty in
conceiving, that the  deluded par-
ty must retain them with great
tenacity ; and that they who have
better mea ns of information*
should combine together to keep
their brethren in ignorance and
superstition. For examp le; what
expression can be more shocki ng
and imp io us, than to speak of a
woman as the mother of God !
yet when we look at the me of
tha t  superstition , and consider
the persons by whom it was inl
trocluced , we are no longer sur-
prised at its fatal introduction in-
to the worl (J ? and that in sp ite
of reason and revelation it should
still retain j ts ground. That the
Gods hud intercourse with mor-
tal women was a common persua-
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sion in the heathen world ; and
heroes afte rwards raised to the
rank of .Gods, were generally
supposed to be the fruits of such
an intercourse. When Jesus was
preached to these heathens, and
his wonderfu l works had been
made known to them, and his
disciples had used in speaking of
him the appropriate term son of
God, some of them might inno-
cently and by association have
carried their minds fro m a spi-
ritual to a material connex ion .
To be born of a mortal mother
had been no disparagement to
some of their gods ; and , as by
an unfortunate association , de-
pending upon heathenish pri nci-
ples, they had raised the h u m b le
Jesus to an equ ality with the stu
preme God , his mother would na-
turally participate in these false
and degrading honours. She
would be entitled the Mother of
God, and altars would be conse-
crated to her images ; the priests
would get great gains by the im-
posture, and to speak against
their frauds would excite their
malice and revenge. As the fool-
ish people once cried out , Great
is Diana of the Ephesians ; so now
they would be us voiciferous in
their shouts, Holy, blessed and
glorious is the virg in, the mother
of God.

The history of former times
proves to us, tha t  nothing is to o
absu rd to be propagated and re-
ceived : but , as wicked and bad
mtTi are anxious to continue de-
lusion and imposture, so ought it
to be the aim of every benevolent
mind , and particularly one, who
devotes himself to the teaching of
holy t ruths , to take the utmost
pains to undeceive the preju diced
unol the ignorant. An instance

has occurred, which could hardly
in these times hav e been expected ;
and the author of this discpurse
has been palled forth by it to ex-
amine an opinion , maintained by
too many persons in this country.
It was very current in ancient
times, and the rise of it is to be
carried back to very remote an-
ti quity .

A belief , that extraordinary
powers were possessed by certain
persons, by which they could
ioretel events by the insp iration
of their gods or sp irit^; that they
could raise the dead , and do ma-
ny wonderfu l works, was current
in the east , even before the time ;
of the departu re of the Israelites
from Egypt ; and the punishment
of death was inflicted by the Mo-
saical law on tihese impostors .
Notwithstanding this punishmvnt
the Israelites were not enti rely
freed from the delusion, and even
their kings, who at one time had
strenuously enforced the law, gave
way in the hciur of danger to idle
fancies, and had recourse to a
mistress of the art. The history
of Saul and the Witch of Endor,
forms the basis of this discourse,,
fro m which the author is led to
the exp lanation of the terms in
king James's bible of witch and
wizard , familiar sp iri t, and of the
nat u re of witchcraft . He repro-
bates with great justic e the words
" familiar spirit,'/ of which lie
trul y says, that there is nothing
in the ori ginal to j ust i fy this
translation : and he accounts— — —"- — ***** ̂  ^*»» • *» *̂r » « m f t « i  «\| m, m ^v *̂ *̂o ^  ̂ ~ ¦*¦ »¦• - — - -r

for its intr oduction in the Eng lish
bible in a ver y natural an4 easy
manner ,

" How did this happen , ?" he says.
" Was it by accident or design—throu gh
real or affected ignorance ? Ye all kuow
how agreeable it is to your emp loyers,
to sec the work they put into your
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liands, well executed, and according to
their taste : wj ienever ye 60 this," ye
are sure of their approbation , and fu-
ture encou ragement. The translation
which we u$e, -was made in the dLtant
reign of James the first* James was
deeply tinctured with the superstition of
the age ; and in the former part of his
life a great believer in the absurd and
groundless doctrine of witchcraft The
translators could not be ignorant of this,
and , it is much lo be fe ared , it h :rd an
undue mfluerce upon their minds ; for
they must either have entertained simi-
lar ridiculous opinions, and so have dis-
ingenuously given a sense in harmon y
wifh their mistaken ideas upon the sub-
j ect, rat her than with tkfe Hebrew ; or
they must have introduced the terms
* familiar spirit, witch and wizzard,*
with a view to flatter the idle notions of
royalty- The king, it is said, lived
long enough to see his error , and to re-
tract those opinions, which he found on
farther examination to be without foun-
dation either in scripture or common
sense. But unfortunately the tran sla-
tion w^s finished, and a copy of it read
in every church in England; and thus
Mie poor and uninformed were and are

P O E T It Y.
A Tr ibute to the I^Temory of the late venerable

THEOPHILUS LIIsTDSET.
l/wdsey,  of manners mi)d, of sou] serene,
And purest virtue, leaves this earthl y

scene;
And pious frien dship claims the parting

tear
From all who lov'd and honoured him

whilst here.
With firm integrity and ardent zeal,
In genVous labours for man 's highest

weal ,
I iis day was spent, ancj when his vigorous

pow 'rs \
Beclin 'd, how tranquil were his cv'ning

hours '! '
While sweet reflection cheered his guile-

less breast ,
Ni ght came, he cioVd his eyes and slink

to rest !
Well done, good ser vant of a Master kind!
Sleep now in peace, and in the morning-

find
From Him who plac'd thee here and

called thee hence,
?or all thy toife, a glorious recom pence*.

— _ _ m

to this day misled by expressions un-
warranted by the Hebrew^ and" calcu-
lated t>nl y to keep alive * the ; embers of
that consuming fire, which jwas lighted
by the torch of superstition , and raged
most furiousl y during th? long night of
catholic darkness,—or to feed the easily
vitiated fancies of those, who delightJn
the mysterious, the marvellous, and the.
incomprehensible."

1 he t rue meaning of the Hebrew
words is then ascertained in a clear
and decisive manner.  "The whola
art of witchcraft is shewn to be an
imp osture . The devil is not per-
mitted to have any share in trans-
act ions, which ari.se out of wick-
edness and the love of gain. The
sermon merits attention. It does
the preacher great credit , and we
must lament , that his parish gave
him such j ust grounds for the
very proper reprimands he has
bestowed on their ignorance? and
superstition. . F.

FASHION.

O Dca *1 namqae tuihi nee quae sis diccre rfromp-
t urn ett ;

Et ti quei essc Dea.ni .. OVID.

goddess •! for swell we enn no cvthf r rail
'hat sovereign powtu* which domineers o'er

all.

From fairy mansions when to Smiling
earth ,

Came fickle Fashion , fancy\s darling
child ,

Vainl y she boasted a relcstial birth,
In syren song', bewitching as 'twas

wild.
By T»is urest in various purflcd robe,

Be&pangl'tl o'er witfo gems like morn*
ing* dew ,

She wingM her way around the pensile
globe,

And , like a meteor , the phantom
flew.

Magic his sceptre to her hand conVey'd,
Than MaiVs son's Caducous q( tnorc

power i

Poetry. 6O9
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With potent spell he thron'd the simp'r-
ing maid.

And bid her reign the empress of an
hour.

Disdaining law, uncircumscrib'd by rule,
She vaunted sov ereign emp ire o'er the

fair :
And while she play'd the antics of a fool ,
~ Boasted that grace and taste were all

her car;e.
Lest nature, simple goddess, should ap-

pear,
In all her native di gnity and ease,

Her sacrilegious hands the tresses tear ,
Which crown the female head with

powers to please.
And then , -with surreptitious art , she

weaves
A coif fantastic, tho' of foreign guise ,

Rival of manly ornament, and leaves
Beauty bereft of what she most should

prize.
"With ideot ignorance of every power

That captivates the heart with soft
controul ,

Fashion bereaves of all her rights and
dower ,

Imagination, empress of the soul !
Whose mirror magnifies the smallest

grace,
And casts a lustre, by reflected ray,

On charms which ambush in the breast
and face,

Or screen'd from view, beneath the
robe that play.

But Fashion pert , with meretricious hand ,
From off concealment plucks the ves-

tal veil ;
And while she feigns the robe with zone

to bend ,
The light robe shews the form it

should conceal .
Oh! modesty ! where is thy virgin blush ?

Shame ! whe-e thy downcast look of
nameless grace ?

Roses of Eden now refuse to flush ,
The dimp Pd cheek and chcrubize the

face.

Far other tints supp ly the want of these,
Which beggar'd beauty craves kind

art to give :
What tho* by art , the painted canvas

please !
The charms which captivate must

glow and live.
Daughters of Albion ! who unrivall'd

shine,
Equ al almost to Greece, in charms

and grace ,
Disp lay not these, altho ' they are divine,

But veil your form as well as veil
your face .

Shade, shade your beauties from each
rovi ĵ r eye;

Leave us to guess the charms your
dress conceals :

Imagination will her power apply,
And heighten beauties, fashion now

reveals.
Believe the bard, who bows at Beauty's

throne ;
Nor let the muse her votive tribute

waste ;
True taste there is by nature's stamp

made known,
And, spite of art, simplicity is taste.

6lO Poetfy .

Hail T hail ! thou magic nymph, su-
preme !

Sole patroness of genius' beam ;
Fairy elves (when Tight is least)

AN ODE TO FANCY.

Celebrate th y mystic feast.
Mother of the loves and jj oys!
No care thy witching hours alloys ;
Happily they glide away,
And bring fresh pleasures ev'ry day.

Ch a r lo t te  Maria Mourgue ,
J -fcmertcn ,

J uly ,  180S.



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS;
OR,

The Christian's Survey of the Political World*

The fire still rages in the great city.
Is there not much remaining to be con-
sumed ? Gold, silver, wood , stubble have
been heaped upon the foundation, laid
by the apostles, and the fire will try them.
France has been in some degree puri-
fied. Its monasteries and nunneries and
many of its outrages have been destroy-
ed. Will they be suffered to continue
much longer in Spain , and above all will
that insult on human natu re andxom-
mon sense, the Inquisition , be suffered to
exist ! The crisis is awful. The great
hero, who has overthrown thron es and
dominations, is now in Spain, and the
world is in suspence to hear the result
of his actions. Activity and energy are
his great characteristics. When we
wrote cur last he was in the heart of
Germany, planning with his brother of
Russia new schemes, new designs.
Quick as lightning, he returned to Pa-
ris, and after spending a short time in
his cap ital, and receivi ng the homage of
his people for manifold exertions in their
favour, in the internal concern s of his
emp ire, he flew to Spain, and is now at
the head of his armies.

Something decisive has probably by
this time been atchieved. We know not
the strength of his armies We know
not what reinforcements have passed the
Pyrenees; but this we know, that the
French emperor is as skilful in the form-
ation of hist plans, as he j s prompt in the
execution. We heard of him one week,
haranguin g: his troops in Boulogne, and
u few weeks after they were marching
triump hantly before him in Vienna.
His late j ourney into Germany did not
retard any of his measures. His troops
were during that time marching into
Spain , and we may be sure, that he was
at their head, as s©on a« the de termined
number were prepared to act under
him .

His plan for the last few mon ths,
6xnce his brother left Madrid , is rtow
apparent. It wa3 impossible to act with
effect with the . French troops then in
Spain . They were ordered to retreat ,
and to keep themselves on the defensive
¦in the north of Spain, by all means

taking care to secure the passes of the
Pyrenees. These orders they seem to
have obeyed, and the wonder is, that
scarcely any effort has been made to
dislodge them. The French king of
Spain seems to have lived with sufficient
security in the district , occupied by his
troops, and to have waited patiently
for those succours, by which he expects
to be reinstated in his dominions.

"We hear of Spanish armies on the
right and left and front of the enemy .
Yet there is too much reason to believe
that Buonaparte will have been the as-
sailant , and choosing his own ground
may without great skill on the part of
the Spaniards cut them off in detail .
What blood will flow in this horrid con-
flict ! If he is victorious, the people
will not readily submit , and dreadful
scenes must be exhibited before they aic
brought into subj ection . To providence
we must leave the is^ue of these dread-
ful battles. For wise purposes he has
suffered the great ^men of the earth to
traverse vast regions, and to change the
state of society. Dreadfu l was the ven-
geance exercised upon the gods of Egypt
by Cam byses : the lady of the pillar
and the other abominations of Spain
will be bqt a sorry bulwark in the day
of trial.

Buonapart e has threatened to give
law to the Peninsula , in M adrid and
Lisbon. He has hitherto been success-
ful in all his threats, yet to this time he
has fougHt only with armies, not with
a people. If the Spaniards are true to
each other, and avoid pitched battles,
the haUsrhty conqueror may know, that
the battle is not always to the strong,
nor the race to the swift . Yet he can-
not be - expected to be easily diverted
from his purpose, and torrents of blood
will flow to satisfy his ambition. Poor
human glory, what fools it makes of
mankind !

But, in speaking thus of human glo-
ry, we should be caiefu l to remember,
that these glorious action s of murder
and conquest would not take place in
the world, if man had governed him-
self  by true principle* q£ wisdom and
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r eligion . Sjv n̂ bas been most, misera-
bl y governed ever since it has been
i:nder. the Bourbon family ;  every thing
belonging- to good government has been
left undone.; the court was profligate
above measure; the people superstitious
and ignorant. So base a country might
want this scourge to rouse it from its
lethargy, and . the examp le is good for
ail nation*. It will teach them that ,  if
they grow remiss, inactive, and sloth-
ful , permit wicked and bad laws to go-
vern them, have no care of the common
good , but each one regardless of it is
think ing only of hi s own personal in-
terest , nothing can be expected from
them , but the necessary effects of de-
pravity , under which they must either
sink , or be roused by some great and
urgent calamity . Whether Spain is con-
quered or not by Buonaparte, its go-
vernment will be improved , and its
condition meliorated ; but it may have
many dreadfu l scenes to go through be-
fore either event takes place. Such are
the effects of sin and folly : yet as in
private so in public life, the door is al-
ways open for repentance.

The national Junta is actively cm-
ployed , but we have not seen any deci-
sive proof as yet of great energy or
great ability. It seems to feel for the
want of action in its generals ; but
harm may now be done by u rging th em
on too much. The summer has been
lost , and the time cannot be recalled by
incautious measures. We lamented to
see, that a grand Inqui ition had been
appointed, and that nothing lias been
done towards the call of a. general Cor-
tez. It is in these times of conflict ,
that reform sh ould f ake p lace. Whilst
the feelings .arc most alive to abuses, tjie
weeds should be cut down and thrown
into the fire, if thev are Mi fFcred to
grow, so.man y wil l  be intcre -ted in the
continuance oi them , t h a t  the necessa ry
work will be put off from day to day,
when there is moie  leisure to perform
it. The influence of the p ii t-sthood al-
so continues to be great in Spain. This
country was a nii 'in sray of popery .
We dread to think of its approaching;
fate, for assured l y th e trumpery of that
religion , and its flagrant abuses must
come to an enfl. If Buonaparte in the
appointed instrument, it is better that it
ehould be done by him than not done at
all : for crimes a'g-aiuis t nature are not to
Ke tolerated , and the abominable wick-
edness of constraining every man to pro-

fess a fal se religion is 90 grea t, that , i?
there is no disposition from within to
reform, the reform must come from
without.

The position of the various armies is
not easily to be ascertained. A general
idea of the approaching campai gn may
be taken , by drawing a line, from Bilboa
to Barcelona ; the no th of this line i9
chiefl y French , and th e grand French
aiiny is near the middle of it , but near-
est to Eilboa. A large body of Engli sh
troops has been landed in Bii cuy, after
a very considerable < * elay , occas ioned by
the negligence of the persons, who sent
out the expedition , 121 not having pre-
viously obtained the license from the su-
preme Junta for their  landing1. After
their landing, they werd marched to Bur-
gos, and a j unction will be formed, it
not prevented by Buonaparte , between
them, and the troops from Lisbon under
general Moore, who are marched
through Salamanca.* A con siderable ar-
my of Spaniards under general Blake
watches the French near Bilboa. There
is another army to the left , and a very
considerable body to the front of them ,
but their stations are not well defined .
By thi s time Buonaparte has shewn his
intentions, for the attack will begic
with him.

In Portugal , diffi culties h ave arisen
about the government, and no small
dissatisfaction has been excited by the
convention of Cintra, arid the conduct
of the English armies. The English
in fact seein to have considered theni-
selves as principals not as auxiliaries , in
their intercourse with both civi l and
military officers. The commanders ei-
ther civil or military of Portugal, w^r e
not consulted in the Convention , and (lie
m:inaj>emcn t of every thing seemed to
have been taken as a right on our part ,
and a regency was appointed against
which exception s might be taken. The
consequence was as might be expected ;
protests from Portuguese generals and
ci vil magistrates. The regency is not
acknowledged in some parts of the king-
dom , and we shall learn by experience ,
th at it would have been by far the wiser
part to have gone hand in hand with the
Portuguese from the beginning to" the
end of the business.

The resul t of the meeting of the two
emperor s is not known. They seem to
have par ted with the utmos t cord ial i ty -
The strongest mind without doubt  .pre-
vailed, and one certain eflccc has bco*
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produced, whatever may have been in-
tended in other quarters. We have
heard much of the dissatisfaction of the
Austrian court , and it was rumoured ,
that hostilities would commence between
that country and France. An Austrian
ambassador was however seen at the
conference, and no active measures have
taken p lace in Austria. It was pfoba-
blv the policy of Buonaparte by this
conference to intimidate Austria, so that
she would be unable ta take up arms
for fear of Russia. Thus the French
are fully at liberty to carry on their
designs against Spain; and, if they
succeed , they will pursue at their own
discretion any measures against Austria.
The kingdom of Hungary has had a
meeting of its states, in which every
thing passed agreeabl y to the -wishes of
the sovereign*

The fate ,of Finland seems to have
been at last determined. The successes
of the Swedes have been continually an-
nounced, but those of the Russians till
lately in general suppressed. It appears
at last, that the Swedes have been se-
verely defeated , and there is no expecta-
tion of reinforcements to make up for
their losses. It is probable therefore ,
that before Christmas, all Finland to the
east of the gulf of Bothnia , will be in
subj ection to the arms of Russia . In
this exchange of sovereigns it is not
easy to say, how far the natives may or
may not be injured. Despotic as is the
government of Russia , religious liberty
is allowed in its vast dominions, and in
them are to be found Christians and
Mahometans : of the Christians the
Greek sect is the prevailing, but the
Romish and the Protestants have their
places of worship. Finland is Protest-
ant , but what degree of religions liber-
ty it allowed, we do not know : we hope
that it has not been oneT of the intole-
rant Protestant countries*} but if it has,
this subj ection to Russia will in one re-
spect teach it better manners.

One of the plans of the two great
emperors in their conference, in Germa-
ny, respected most probably the Otto-
man emp ire : but in that a new species
of vigour seems, to have, arisen. The
vizier seems to be a man of great for-
titude and enlarged views. He sees the
danger of the empijte, *ind is resolved
to put It into a proper state of defence.
To do this the army must be placed on
a different footing , and he is assimilat-
ing it to those of Christian Europe.
Great severity has been exercised in the

civil government. The grand signior
has merely a nominal authority ; the'Vt^
zier exercises in reality all the fuhctiohs
of the executive government. The ap-
proaching danger of the empire will* eir-
able him to carry through with greater
ease many necessary reforms ; but we
cannot expect him to withstand the
French tactics, whenever they are fully
displayed against him. Rep ort says,
that the disciples of Wechab in the south
have met with some severe checks , but
very little credit can be given to intel-
ligence from these qviarters , and we
know so little of Arabia , that no one
can ascertain, what is the strength of
this sect. As Mahomet made force th®
instrument of propagating his doctrines,
force may be made the instrument to
overthrow them.

In France, a grand display has been
made, at the opening of their legisla *'
tive assembly, of the resources of the
empire , and the gran d thing's done in
it by the wisdom and exertions of the
emperor. Allowing for a great deal of
high colouring, enough remains to shew^that every exertion is making to recover
it from the wounds, inflicted upon it by
the revolution; and , whether Buona-
parte is to be considered as a good or a
bad man , a lawful king or an usurper,
he assuredl y is entitled to the gratitude
of his subj ect- , for his attempts in their
favour, which far exceed any tiding ever
proposed by any of the house of Bour-
bon, The custom of thus giving annu-
ally a memoir on the circumstances of
a kingdom is a novelty in the annals of
France ; but will be productive of fu-
ture g-ood consequences. The martial
sp irit will not it is to be hoped be always
prevalent. Men will one day cease to be
children , and despise the rattles of war.

At home, the eyes of the nation have
been fixed on the convention of Cintra *
The answer to the city of London oa
this subj ect has given universal disgust ,
and this disgust has been expressed in
strong language in addresses to the
throne. The city of London could not
be expected to pass over the affron t in
silence. On the day«that tl>e king's
answer, was read to the common coun-
cil , several strong resolutions, asserting
the right of the su bj ect to petition, were
unanimously passed, and the speeches
of the members of the court expressed
strong abhorrence of the conduct of
those person.-;, wno had advised the king
to return such an answer. In Middlesex ,
a meeting of the county was holdcn , in
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wl^ich ike convention of Cintra was re-
probated^ and resolutions were passed
for an address to the king to call his par-
liament on this occasion. The address
was couched in very strong language ;
and the right of petitioning; asserted
•with due weight. A resolution was
also-passed, that the correspondence be-
tween the sheriff and the secretary of
state on the presentation of the address,
should he published ; in consequence of
which appeared the letter in the papers
from the latter to the former, asserting
that the address had been presented to
the king.

This latter resolution "was occasioned
by a circumstance, which was asserted
with great confidence , namely, that se-
veral addresses had been put into the
hands of the secretary of state, for the
time being, which had never reached
the king. This fact is of great import-
ance, and deserves as rigid an enquiry as
the conven tion oi Cintra : for , if a secreta-
ry of state can withhold petitions and ad-
dresses, how is the sovereign to become
acquainted, in a legal manner, with the
wishj ss and sentiments of the people. It is

OBITUARY.

C O R R E CT I O N S  OF O B I T U A R Y  I 2ST THE LAST N U M B E R .

To the Editor.
SIR ,

In your Obituary, (P. 570 ) Douglas
is described as Mr. Hom e's only publi-
cation . I have a 1 zmo volume, printed
by Millar 1760 and cntituled "The dra-
matic works of Joh n Home." The
Tragedies of " Ag is° and " The Seige
of Aquileia " follow Douglas, as " acte d
at Drury Lane.1' In both the latter ,
Garrick spoke the prologue, and bore a
princi pal part . In the ^amc Obituary
(P. 571.) you have, with  all the peri-
odica l prints , been led into an error re-
specting Lady D^cre, to whom sc many
singularities are attr ibuted. I apprehend
she was the widow of a Baronet of that
name. She certainl y was not Baroness
Da ere, the mother of Mr. Brand , whose
friends, especially those among the free-
holders of Herts, are by no means de-
at ious  of his removal Jfrom an active
station in the House of Commons to a

a great excel lence of the constitution of this
country, and it was particularly insisted
u pon, in the Revolution of 1688, and on
which depends the right of the sovereign
to allegiance in this country, that the
subj ects have aright , in a legal manner,
to address the throne. This richt is of
equal importance to the sovereign and
the people. It ought to be equally re-
garded by both. It is the onl y mean
to prevent the sovereign from beipg kept
in ign orance, by wicked and depraved
courtiers, of his true interests. 1$ all
despotic countries the access to the
throne is strictly guarded In free
countries there should be a free com-
munication between sovereign and sub-
j ect. If  any petitions have ever been
kept back in the office of the secretary
of state, it is incumbent on the crimw
rial or' criminals, who have heetj guilty
of so flagran t a misdemeanor, to give
an account of their conduct in ̂ a national
court of j ustice. If this is not don e,
continual j ealousies will prevail, and the
secretary of state becomes the lord over
both king and people.

place of rest , as Lord Chesterfield some-
where axils the House of Peers.

CORR ECTOR.
In the Obituary of Mrs . Cath. Alii-

bone, (p. 572. col . 2.) instead of "she
had attained somewhat beyond" read
she was app roaching unto that period ; 
for " Catherine" read Catharine . and
in the Obituary of Professor Porson , (p.
574. coj . 2.) for " doubtful p recedence^ '
read doubtfu l prudence.

6l4 Obituary *

On the izth of August , di$c! at Ten-
terden in Kent , much lamented by the
beloved partner of his bosom, by his
relations, and by all who had the plea-,
sure of being acquain ted with him ,
Mr. WILLIAM MACE, who had
practised as a surgeon in that place and
its neighbourhood , with increasing repu-
tation and success, for nearly twenty years.

Upon the ground of free and full. en-,
quiry . he was a firm and rational belifcv-
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cr both in natural and revealed religion.
His opin ion ;, particularly as applying to
the great and sole object of religiou s
worship, were decidedl y in agreemen t
with that part of the Christian world
which is distinguished by the name of
Unitarian .

From circuni tances, into which it is
not necessary here to enter , he w a^s in-
duced , contrary to the convi tions of
his own mind , to . on fcrni to the eccle-
siastica l establishment of his country :
but ome years before his decease , re-
turne d to a society of Unitarian Chris-
tians * who meet: for worship and in-
struction, in the place where he practis-
ed. This wa» an event whol l y unex-
pected by h i s f r ien ds, to whom he had
not previously communicated his inten-
tion ; an d equally so to the person who
conducts the public services of that so-
ciety.— It took place in the following
manner.

He attended the morning service; and
•was observed by the writer of this me-
moir , to have a countenance full of
anxiet y, expre sivje of a mind which had
been long burthened and unhappy. Af-
ter the service was fini hed , to the wri-
ter's great surprise , he entered the ves-
try of the p lace of worship, and after
the usual salut \tion , addressing him by
h is name , made to him the following
declaration.

" A though I have been induced to
withdraw from you , the sentiments of
my understanding, and the affections of
my he rt have been ever with you . . I
have indeed thus, for some years, cpn-
formed to the ch urch against the convic-
tion of my mind ; but i can do this no
longer. It is my desire and resolution
to re-un ite myself to this society ; and if
agreeable to you and to them, to sit
ilown with you this afternoon at the
Lord's table. "

The reception he met with from the
writer, it is unnecessary to describe.
Such a testimony of personal attach-
men t, and of the power of conscience ,
could not but be unspeakab ly gratif y in g.
As th e ju st effect of a resolution so
commendable, in the afternoon service ,
toe before this anxious countenance ,
tor as all serenity and peace ; and the
change in his whole appearance , so
strong l y marked, as to make an indel i-
tye impression on the mind of him,
"jviid had the best opportunity and the
Btfcfaffeat reason to observe it;. After

this, he con tmued with us till his death.
•He passed through a. very painfu l ill-

ness with great- fortitude of mind ; and
we may be assured , so far as the power
of recollection and reflection was conti-
nued , closed his eyes upon the world,
with that ^omposure, peace and hope,
which are the fruits of bowing- to the
sacred voice of coi^cience, and the pure
and perfect will of a God of truth , 
thatA all discerning Being, who^e we all
are, and to whom we are bound, by
the h ighest an d most commanding mo-
tives, to offer the sincere and pure ho-
mage of our understandings, hearts and
lives. L.. H.

Died of a consumption , on the 9th of
September, at Saffron-Walden in Essex,
in the twenty first year of his age,—Mr.
JOSEPH EEDES, only son of xvlr.
Eedes of that place, a young- man of ex-
amp lary piety, attended with an amiable
disposition , that rendered him respected,
and beloved by all his friends and ac-
quaintance, i J e early app lied his mind
to the s*-ud y of the Scriptures, to find
out truth , and to direct him aright
throu gh this world, that he might be tit
for the happ iness and emp loyment of
another. He embraced the Unitarian
doctrin e, as he believed it to be the reli-
gion of Jesus of Nazareth , and such was
its happy effects on his mind, that he
found it'pro'l u :tive of Christian virtues
in life , and it afforded him comfprt , ia
death. Though he had the fairest pros-
pects before him in life, possessetl an
amp le fortune , and was on the point of
marria ge with a most amiable and en-
dearing young lad?, of a respectable fa-
mil y ; yet , during an illness of some
months he was never heard in the least
t© murm ur , or repine aC the painfu l dis-
pensation of divine providence, in his
earl y dismission from this world, but
c;*lmly acquiesced both in this , and the
pains he long u fFered b y the disorder that
terminated hi end His remains were
depos ited in the ground belonging to the
Genera l Baptist Meetin g at Walden ,
and by his own desire, (after a funeral
oration at the grave ,) a sermon was
preached by his Minister, Mr. Step hen
JPh i l pot , to a numerous and affected au-
d ience , from Psalm xc. »ia.— So teach us
to num ber our day s, that me may app ly  our
hearts unto wisdom 'f he memory of the
j ust  is blessed. Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his ivay 9 but By  tak ing heed
thereto according to thy  word ? S. £%
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October 2, died at Tenterden in Kent,
at the early age of sixteen, MISS ANN
COVENEY, the daughter of Mr. Jos.
Coyeney, grazier .of that place. In the
autumn of last year, in consequence of
a cold, the symptoms of a decline began
to appear ; and continued to undermj ne
^n apparently strong constitution , until
they terminated %*. death. With the
most promising appearances of being
long a blessing to her parents, and of
maintaining an amiable and respectable
character in the world, she was thus
early called out of a state of trial.

Her course of reading had been di-
Tected to those subjects , w hich tend to
inform the understanding:, and to mend
the heart ; she had particularly read the
"Unitarian tracts; and from those senti-
ments of God and religion which , are
there to be met with , and these as
grounded on divine revelation ,she direct-
ed her hopes to the great and universal
parent, ex pressed her entire resignation
to his will , and with a fortitude, un-
cpmmpn at her age, met an event ,
which for the last fortnight she had
fully expected.

Let her early removal be considered
as one more compassionate call to the
young, from the gracious and tender
father of mankind , to give themselves
up to the counsels of his holy will;.that
by. a practical remembrance of him as
their Creator, their Ben efactor, th eir
Ruter and their Jud ge, they may pre-
pare for death ; or if life > hn) l  be con-
tinued to them , lay a foundation for fu-
ture respectability and true personal en-
joyment, for beir»£ a ble.sing to society,
and for living eternall y, to what must
ever constitute their hi ghest happ iness—
even to the praise of Him who made
them. JL. H.

October 16, 1808. in his 68th year,
the Rev. JAMES NA§MITH, D. D.
rector of X .everington , in the Isle of
Ely. He was former ly of Bene 't Col-
lege, Cambridge, where he proceeded
B. A. 1764, M.A. 1767 , D. D. 1^97.
Jriis early app lication to literatur e was
rewarded by repeated academic honors;
and his many valuable publications will
endj ear his memory to the learned. In
*777, he published , his " Catalogus l,i-
$rorum quos Collegio Corpori.s Christi
£t B., Marj ae Virginia in Academia Can-
tabrigknsi legavit Reverendissimus in
ChrLsto pater Mathacus Parker, Achie-
pjjaeppus Cantuariensis;" in 1:778,. "The
Itineraries of Symon, Son of Simeon*

and William of Worcester*;-" and aTract
on the Leonine verses, from the above
manuscripts ; in 1787, a new edition of
Bishop Tanner's " Notitia Monastica."
To these he has added several Sermons,
and Charges as a Magistrate. In this
latter situation^ he was eminently con-
spicuous for his correct knowledge of
the laws ; and he filled the office of
chairman at the sessions of Cambridge
and Ely wit h moderation , justice , and
impartiality, at once distinguishing him-
self as the gentleman, the lawyer and
the divine. G. M.

October 19th , MISS ANN EDNEY,
a?,ed three years and four months, only
dau ghter of Mr. and Mrs. Edney, and
grand-daughter of Mr. John Marsom of
Holborn.

Seldom has the vanity of earthly ex-
pectations been more striking ly exem-
plified , than in the death of this amiable
and interesting child, whose appearance
a few weeks previous to her dissolution,
exh ibited the bloom and stability of
confirmed healih; and in whose ani-
mated countenance, and various intellif
gent and engaging words, and action s,
her friends read the flattering assurance
of future years distinguished by mental,
a» well as corporeal growth and imr
provement. it was the awful and ador-
able will of Divine Providence to disap-
point these hopes.

cc Fair was the promise of the flower ,
But short , alas ! its destin 'd hour.
The blightp* death ftsbloom withstood ^And nipt at once the bursting bud."
The mournfu l ijnpression left by her

sufferings and death on the mjnds of her
relatives, can on ly be counteracted by the
persuasion thus expressed in a letter
wr itten on the occasion, by the Rev.
John Simpson of Hackney, who delivered
the address at her in terment in Wor-
shi p-street bury ing- ground. How cheer-
ing the thought , ct Of such is the king-
" doln of Heaven ! Our little ones are
*' not lost ( rlor shall we be eternally sc-
" parated." They are also deeply sen-
sible of the wisdom and goodness of the
divine administration , and desirous of
co-operating with its gracious designs in
this afflictive dispensatiop .

A funeral Sermon wasprcached on.the
occasion in the Meeting-house at La-
ther Jane, Holborn, Sunday ,30th ulc by
the Rev. John Evans, of Worship-street ;
from x Kings iv, 26. Is it <ivill with th*
child ?—and she ans-wcrj sJ^ J t U itictt* r̂
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Oft fehe 3d of November , died at his
house, in lissex Stree t, between the
hours pf six and seven in the evening,
in the 86th year of his age, the J tev.
THEOPHI LUS LI NBSEY. former?/
vicar of Catteri ck, in York shire. This
living he resigned in the year 1773,
from a conviction $h at the service of the
chur ch of England, as far as it involves
the doctrin es of the Tri nity, is repug-
nant to the precep t's of our Saviour and
Jiis apost les, and particularly to the great
command of God solemnly promulgate d
to the J ews, and ur ged with the stro ng-
est emphasi s hy our Saviour—T hpi* shalt
have no other Gods but me.—In conse-
quen ce of this conviction, and the in-
effectual at tempts to obtain redress for
the clergy in the subscri ption of* the
thirty-nine articles ,- hav ing resi gned his
living, and quitted York shire  ̂ he came
to London ; and in the year 1774,
encouraged by the application of several
persons of high respectabilit y, who were
earnest in the same cause , he opened a
room in Essei-house for the worsh ip of
the only true God, in which he performed
divine service , according to the litur gy of
the church of England , reformed by the
celebrated Dr. Clarke , with some varia -
tions ada pted 'to his own impro ved
views of the subject. Four years af-
terwar ds he prcuched a sermon on the
opening of the chapel m Essex-house ,
which has since that time been dedicat -
ed to Unitarian worshi p. Here his ser-
vices as a min ister were most acceptabl e
to a numero us congregation ; arf d what-
ever disapprob ation his opinions might
excite among the uninforme d of different
denomi nations , even they could not but
esteem a character of such benevolence ,
honesty and integrity. The atta chment
of those who were intimat ely acquainted
with his vir tu es was unb ounded , for
seldom is to be found a man , who has
fixed so deeply in his heart the grand
charact eristic s bf the Christian reli gion—
love to God and love to man. He la-
mented th e division s amon g Christians ,
owing to the unreasona ble adherence
of man y to tra dition , merel y of huma n
or politi cal auth orit y, in opp osition to
the language of revelation . The whole
tenor of his preachin g was ben evolence ,
and the easy yoke of Chri st , ard our in
th e stu dy of the scri ptures , humility in
£hc sight of God , and the rej ection of
th at false piety , which lays undue stress
f>n extern al circumst ance s, Jn these

useful labours he was /engaged to the
70th year of his age, when he resigned
his pastoral office , dedicatin g the re-
mainder of his life to the great objects
of promotin g scriptural truth , ip whfch
service he continued occasional ly to em-
ploy his pen. No man was a mor e sin-
cere friend to civil and reli gions liberty>
no one more Attached to tho se pr inciples
which placed the Brunswick family up-
on the th rone. ' To these pr inciples , be
never failed , when a proper oppor tuni ty
of fered, of bearin g his testim ony wfth
consistent firmness and characteris tic
mildness ; for mildness, benevolence and
humilit y, founded ^on piety , and entire
resignation to the will of God, and
combined with habitual cheerfuln ess,
were the str&in g featur es in his cha-
racter. Durin g the latter par t of his
life, the infirmi ties of hi$ age gradually
pressed upon him , but he bore them all
wit hout a murm ur, and his favourit e
maxim, on which he dwelt emphatical ly
almost in his last moments, an^d when
utterance became difficult , was—Wha t
God wills is best.

On the Frida y in the folio wing week ,
the remains of this venerabl e pastor
were deposited in his otvn vault in
Bunhill -fields. The funei a! was, accord -
ing to his dire ction s, private. A hears e
carried the bod y and one mournin g
coach followed it , but at the buri al
ground several of his friends had met ,
to pay their last tribut e of afFectio n and
respect to him who had b^en their much
loved friend or pastor , or the chief in-
strum ent in. thei r conversion from a false
worshi p to that which is ordai ned by
the scri ptu res. On the Sunday follow-
ing, the pul pit and reading desk in Essex
Street chape l wer e covered with black ,
and a funeral sermon was preached by
Mr. Belsham to a very numerous con-
gregation , a ver y great majorit y of
whom attended in mourni ng upon the
occasion . Perhaps never was a sermon ,
in whic h rei gned so great a sympath y
between the preacher and his heare rs .
The great cause for which the deceased
was so powerfu l a cham pion , was most
abl y set forth , and the effects of his pi-
ous zea l were manifest in the solemn
an d impressive attention of the audi-
ence. At Hackne y , a lso, the pulpit
of the Unitarian churc h was arra yed
likewise in black , and a funeral .->cr» -
mon was pr eached on the following
Sunda y by Mr. Applaud , who paicj
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a most eloquent tribu te .to the me-
mory of this great confessor. Both
these sermon s we are. happy to say will
be printed , and as the y wj ll find thei r
way to man y of our Trinitarian brethren ,
it is to be hoped that they will hot be
r-ead without effect. Funeral sermons
were also preach ed in \arious other
churches ; at Birmin 6ham by Mr. Kent *-
ish and Dr. Toulrnan , at York by Mr.
Wellbeloved , at Chester by Mr. Lyons.
The occas ion indeed justified: th is and
ever y other token of respect , for Mr.
Lindsey was not a common man. He was
a great teacher oi the true scri ptural religi-
on , and he has given to England a decisive
proof that its worsh ip may be carr ied on

Th? Rev. Dr. Reel's Address on laying the f irst stone of the 014
J ewry Chapel , in Jewin Street : delivered September 5, 1808;
Being St. Bartholomexô s Day* O. S.

"This is a memorable day in the histo -
ry of Prot estant Dissenters in general ;
an d no less worth y of notice in the h is-
tory of our congre gat ion in particular.
It has been therefore selected with pecu-
liar propriety for the business which we
are now performing. Accordin g to the
bid stile in our calendar it is distin guish-
ed by the name of St. Bartholomew 's
day—and it was |he day on which , in
the year , *66a , two tnousand ministers
of excellent talents , 1e?*rnin g, and cha-
racter , were excluded frpm the church
by the act of Uniformity.  ̂

%
Dissent ers indeed , had been known

in this country unde r various appel lati -
ons , and particul ar ly th at of pu r itans
and noncon formists , from , an d even be-
fore thcrera of the reform ation. Adop t-
ing the general princ i ples upon "whi ch
th e re formation was founded , an d car-
ry ing them to their pro per extent , they
Tnainiiiined the ri ght of jud . :, in & for
t hemselves in mutters of reli gion , and
thoug ht themselves warrantci b y rea on
a.nd :-cri pture , and more e pcciall y by
the Chiibtian directory of their faith and
pract ice , to icce de faither from the
doctrin es and ceremonies of the church
of Hom e than the national reformers
J ia d done.

Thr oug h the successive rei gns of Ed-
ward VI . ,  Queen Mary, Qjj een Eliza-
bet h , J ames I. , Char les I., und during
the interva l of a dirTereri t kin d of go-
•v ernme nt that ct rmmenced ro v. ards the
close -ef the last mentioned rei gn , the y

without insulting reason or common
sense. He has shewn that tr ue, Christi-
anity Ts an easy yoke. Alas! for those
churches which would not listen to him
but preferred vain and idle tr aditi ons to
the solemn call he made to them. H c
is gone to his reward : hap py are they
who follow his example, and tr ust in the
scr iptures. AMlCUS.

[Of this most excellent man , of whom
it may be necessa ry to state that a friend
favoured us with the foregoin g accoun t ,
which did not come unde r our notice
till it had passed throug h the printer 's
hands , we hope to give an extended me*
moir , in the first number of the next
volume. Editor. ]

objected part ly to the doctrines , biit
pr incipall y to the ceremonies of the es-
tablished church , and above ail, to the
imposition of them ; and man y of them
on vario us occasions, maintained the un-
ahenable right of private jud gment , the
sufficiency of scri pture as a rule of faith
and pract ice, and the sole legislat ive au-
th or ity of Christ , their only aivinely
commissioned teacher , and the only su-
pernatural ly appointed lord of con-
science. He  was their sole master , and
they were unwillin g to acknowled ge any
othe r in a province , that belongs only
to God.

Their pr inciples just and reasonable
as tbt y are , and notwithstand ing the
irre proachableness of their conduct , ex-
posed them , on various occasions, to
the (disgrace and distiess pf persecuti on ;
their property was always insecure; and
their lives were often in dang er .

Wit h 3 laudable resolut ion , and con-
fidin g in ' the providence of God , th ey
retained their integri ty ; and when their
effcrts to extend the princ ip les and be-
nefits of the refor mat ion failed , th ey
cont ented themselves with the exercise
of their pro fession and ministry, at the
ri. -k and with the ' loss 'in many insta nces,
of th t i r  propert y and their lives.

But the grand period of trial and dis-
cr imina tion was that.which took - place
after the re r torution of Cha r les II . in the
y e:;r 1662 , when the act of Unifor mity
was passed . . King C har les indeed , was
bare ly ungra tefu l in per ixlittin g such a
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sta tute to be enacted ; for many of the
most , eminent non conformists of that
age concurred in, his restoration , and
wer>* active instruments in promotin g it.
Severa l of their ministers waited upon
him when he was abroad , in order to
test ify their loyalty, and to exp,e : s their
wishes for hi return to the throne of
his ancestors. It was not long however ,
before be recom pensed their respectfu l
and loyal attachment , ana the services
they ten dered him by this act ; an art
no less unwise and unjust in its princi ple
th ar. det r imental to the churc h itself,
an d ini i -p-i- . 'us to the nonconformists , in
it on equences.

Two thousand conscientiou s ministers
were deprived by th is severe statute of
the means of their sub istence and of
their opportunities of usefulness ; and
the church lost some of its most learned ,
pious , upri ght , acceptable , and zealou s
preacher s : so that for a considerable pe-
riod , there was a lamentable deficie ncy
of persons under the establishmen t, who
were capable of conducting and aidin g
the devotions of their fellow Christians.
The conseque nce , and such as might
natura lly be expected , was , that igno-
rance and depravity of morals ^ sanction -
ed alas ! by a licentious court , prevailed
to a ver y dep lorable d egree ; and man y
of th e pious laity, "who did not desert
the church , made grievous comp laints
of their want of suitable instructors .
Other s however , cast the ir lot with
their ministers , wh om they loved and
honoured ; determined to succour them
as far as they were able , and to share
with them in many deprivations and
sufferin gs.

It would be painful for me to recite
£nd for you to hear the various distresses
they endured: cast on the wide world
with out bread for themselves and thei r
families, and without the means of pro>-
curin g it.
• But from evil , un der the government
of a wL-e, ri ghcebus , an d benevolent
Pro vidence , good proceeds. The Dis-
senters of that period , trained in the
school of indigence and distress , were
led to examine diligent ly the princi ples
on which they acted ; and the more'the y
Exam ined then i, the more they app roved
and valvied them , and the more deter-
mined and zealous they were in retain -
ing them.

For many yfcars , and under one and
anot her grievous measu re *of\ govern -
ihe'nfc , a cloud of oppress ion oversha -
dowed their cause ; but the daw n of

deliveranc e bri ghtened upon them with
its chearin g beams; and at the glori ous
period of the Revolution , they obtained
a tolera tion , or as it should be rathe
called in the language of a late cele
brated judge, an establish ment ;
such it was to all who couJd comply
with the conditions , on which it was
granted. These condition s thou gh se-
vera l legal disabilities still "remain , have
been relaxe d . and modified unde r the
present reign.

It was roon after the period to whfc
we now refe r, that our congre gation fe*
its rise. Mr. Edmund Calamy, ^ th.
worth y son of Dr. Calamy, who was
ejected fro m the church in v A idermanbu -
ry, and who was himself one , of the
ejected ^ ministers under the act of un

i-
formity , laid the foundation of our so-
ciety, by preaching, as often as the spies
and myrmidon  ̂ of power would allqw,
and frequently at the ii k of his own
personal safety, in his own house , not
far distant from his father 's residence.
Many of the pious and conscientiou s
laity attended on such occ asions; and
by degrees their mimber was ao greatl y
augmented , that their minister 's hou se
was too small for their accommodation.

When the declarat ion of indul gence ,
intended more for the relief of others
than for the advantage of protestant
dissenters , took place in the year 167 %%
which however , was soon recalled , Mr.
Calam y opened a place of worshi p in
Currier 's Ha ll , near Cri pp l egate. Here
he was assiduous in his labours ; and
thoug h he was eminentl y peacefu l and
candid in his own temper , and fre quent -
ly declared his desire of a comprehen -
sion rather than a Separation , he shared
with hi? brethren - in the trouble and
ex pence of thos e persecutin g times.
Mr. Calamy died in 1685 , an d was suc-
ceeded by Mr. Samuel Borfe t , who was
also one of the ejected ministers .

The congre gation which had been
graduall y increasing, r emoved about this
period , but I have not been able to as-
certain the precise year , to a meeting-
house in this street , not far from the
spot on which we are now assembled.
The place sunk into decay, and the con-
gregation increased under the eminent
Mr. John Shower , well known by his
popular sermon s and tracts ; so that it
became necessar y to remove to a more
spacious and commodious meetin g-hous«t
in the Old J ewr y.

Our predecessor s were at a great ex-
pence in erectin g that building s and

In telligence.-r-Dr. Rees's Address. 619



shelterin g it from public notice and con-
sequent danger , by dwelling-houses
frontin g the street : they removed thi-
ther in the year 1701 ; antl it has been
occu pied ever since by a congregation , to
say the least of it , as respectable for the
number , character , ran k , ami opulence
of its members, as any one in the city
of London . Of its ministers I shall
only mention Mr , Simon Brown, whose
singular case is well known , and Dr.
Samuel Chand ler , one of the most
learned men of the period in which he
lived, whose services in the cause of
Christianit y and of Christian liberty
commande d great atten tion and respect,
and can never be forgotten.

At length it becam e necessar y, on ac-
count of occurrences , unsoug ht for and
unavo idable , and well know n to those
who hear me, to relin quish that situ a-
tion , much as it was wished to retain it,
and notwithstan ding renewe d eu°orts for
this purpose ; and to seek for another ,
in which we might erect an edifice , un-
der the direction of a skilful arc hitect ,
without fear of further dispossession.

It greatl y redound s to the honour of
the present congregation , and it will be
recorded in future times with gra titude
and respect , that it did not shrink from
the expence which must unavoidab ly
attend a removal. Wishin g to continue
united , and determined to subsist, and
unde r the favour of Providenc e to sub-
sist with reputatio n, even in a perio d of
lamente d indifference and declension ,
they have , by an exercise of laudable
liberality, pre pa red for the char ges
which must attend th eir removal to this
p l ace—-a place , all circuin stances con-
sidered , not much less central and con-
ven ient than that which they have been
unde r a necessity of abandonin g.

1 tru st they will never have occasion
to repe nt of the res olution they have
adopted. At all events they deser ve
and they will rect '.ve the plaudits of
t heir contempora ries and of posterity ;
and they will have the satisfacti on in
their own minds of having made a ge-
nerous and lau dable effort for presei v ng
and perp etuating the cau se of truth , re-
ligion , and liberty, to which they ar e
zealousl y devoted . They hav e the en-
coura gement to think , that this cause ,
chough some may debert it, and however
langu id other s may he in the support of
it, can never fail. It is under the pro-
tect ion of the God of nature and Provi-
dence: it i* subse rvient to the honour of
the Redeemer of mankind , and to the

infl uence of the gospel of our salvation s
it is connected with the best interes ts of
mankind , per sonal and social , temporal
and eternal  ̂

and we are assured by the
word of divine truth , that the gates of
Hades or the unseen state shall not pro -
vail against it.

The history of our congre gation , and
of other similar societies, presents to
our re collection and view ^a number of
revoluti ons and chan ges. " Our fathers ,
where are they ? and the prophets, do
the y Ji ve for ever ?'* Individuals how-
ever, may rest from their labours , and
their works shall accompany them, int
gratefu l remembrance blended with
great humili ty and diffidence, to a period
of retrib ution ; nor then I am persuaded ,
will this gopd work be forgotten . In
the mean while, Providence will rai se in
this p lace, and in other places of a simi-
lar kind , a succession of those, who.
will retain and avouch their princi ples;
and by their example and influence contri-
bute tQ disseminat e and extend them, and
to renderthem permanent and illustrious.

When the building that is now about
to be erected , and which we are assur-
ed, will last durin g the age 6n which we
have entered , yields to decay; another
I am confident , will not be wanting ta
answer the important and usefu l purpose
to which this is devoted.

Havin g taken a retr ospect of times
tha t were unfa vour able to the princi ples
which we conscientiousl y maintain and
pro fess, we oughjt to reflect with grati-
tude tha t we live in a happ iejr periodj :
under a governm ent , th at pr otects our
reli gion and liberty, and that guards
our persons and property, in the exer-
cise of our rel igious profession , from the
assaults and depredations of misguided
zeal and unrestrained violence.

We live at a period , when the spirit of
the times, and when the general illumina-
tion that prevails ; and when a strict r e-
gard to the respective ri ghts of those who
live together in society , however they may
differ iu their articles of faith and modes
of worshi p, will not ur ge to acts of
wanton violence , as was the case in for-
mer times when a different , spirit was
pr edominant; when they will not per-
mit such deeds ,as history reco rds to be
perpetrated ; when they will inflict due
chastis ement on those who would incu t
the ignomy and guilt of being congeriv-
ed in the m ; and when they will, induce
person s, who ada pt different sent imen^
and different modes of expressin g them,
to live together in peace and love.
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Inst ead therefor e, of ere cting our
places of , worshi p in holes and corners >
inconvenient .and. difficult of access , as
our fore-fathers were obliged to do ,
and of shelterin g tjhem from , public
view, we may now present a modest
and ostensibl e front to the passin g stran -
ger : nor will it l>e thought 3. disgrace to
frequent those assemblie s, formerl y de-
nominated conventicles , which are now
legally establ ished , an d sanctioned by
the approbation and countenance of the
enlightened pub lic. None but the un-
inform ed and vulgar , whether thei r
rank be high or low ; wheth er their
fortun e be ample or limited ; can
now an nex

^
to our places of worsh ip,

app ellations ' so degradi ng and so re-
proa chful.

Here therefore , we hope to assemble
tin der j lie publi c eye, witH that vis i ble
respect , which is due to the laws and
gove i nnteot that p rotect tis; and wkh that
decent , but unosten tatiou s and un-or-
namente 4 appearanc e, which shall cor -
respond to the liberality of the f ounder *
of this building 1.

The stone which is now to be fixed
in its proper place, will 1 trust , be an
emblem not only of the durability of
th is edifice * but of the permanence of
the societ y to which it belong. It will
in this respect 1 hope, resemble that
rock on wh ich the founder of our Chri s-
tian faith hath built his church ; and on
which we, as Christians and Christian
worsh ippers , admitting the truth .and
grace of the gospel , and endeavourin g to
conform to it* instruction s and prec ept s,

H KCOST D REPO RT OF TOE COMMITTEE OF T H E  AFRICAN IXST I*
TUT1 ON.

In a former number of this volume
(p. *8<>) we gave an abstr act of the Fir t
Report of the Committee of this Iau 4a~
ble institut ion . We then toofc an occa-
sion to express our joy at the abolition
of the slave trad e, by an Act . of the
British Parlia ment, and to remind c/u r
readers , that we owe this signal triump h
of justice and humanity to that immor-
tal patriot and philanthrop ist, Cira iu.es
J a mes Foj*. We cannot revert to the
measure of the abolition , without aga in
pay ing our feeble trib ute of praise to the
aaicni ory of th is grea t man , whom we are
prou d to pro nounce our country oiau.
iiis exertion s in this noble cause raid ed

rest our dependenc e for pardon , assist-
ance , and a futu re immorta lity .

As the stone before us, and other *
similar to it, serve to cement and stren -
then oth er parts of this building** it
should remind us of that bond of unian *that Christian charity, the only " l?on&
<k£ perfectness ," by which we are allied
an d united to one another : atul I trast *that man y in th is place , will commence
an intercourse and union, which wiil be
indissoluble and everlasting-

Such are the rejections mat na-^e oc-
curred to my mind in the prospect of the
business of this day : nor will any ima-
gine that we have met together for thj c
purp oses of dedica ting and consecrati ng
the place of worship which is her e be-
gun* All ideas of this kind are super-
stitious and delusive. No holiness cai*
be t ransfe rred to brick and stone and
wood and earth . A time I hope svili
come, when we shall appr opr iate it t&
its prop er use ; and thoug h no peculia r
sanct ity oelongs tq. the" building, the
serv ices .hi whicla we shal l engage when
we .assemble in it , will be the means ©F
prom oting those religious princi ples, -ao4
that sanctity of conduct, which will re-
dound most to our honour and happ iness
in this life, and which are essential $9
our acceptance and felicity ite a nature
wor ld. Thither may we ail asp ire^
and there may we be for ever united̂
th roug h the mercy of God, assu red to
the believing and obedient of everjr
chu rch , part y, and pr pfession, by the
grace of the gospel, and the media tita n
of the Redeemer ! Amen.

a host of enemies , and we haYtf no
doubt , that one of the cause s of the un-
popularity of his ministry, and of tin?
speed y retiremen t -of his friend s frosnra
office , was his standin g forwar d a-s ffac
patro n o£ Africa against British a varice ,
treac hery, an d cruelt y. For th is M la-
bou r of love ," however , let his name be
ever dea r to such a* love mankind , asid
revere the great patern of Christian , be-
nevolence.

Were we to jud ge of the prob able
success of the African Inatitvti4» m
from the excellence of its object or the
talents ofits supporters , our hopes wou ld

e tru ly sangutne. I lie object is ui^
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every respect unexceptionable ; it is not
tainted with the admixture of political
design or of religious fanaticism ; it is
simply the improvement of Afj ica by the
encoura gement of the peaceful and use-
ful arts of life. Wh en wef speak of the
talents of its supporters , we refer not to
the tru ly respectable list of j rs subscrib -
ers , but to the publication s which have
issued from the society ; which are fi-
nished specimens of sound ar gument and
good writing *: We pretend not to any
secret information ? but we are persuade d
we trace the handot Mr 'Wilbek fo rce
in the Reports , who, as a wri ter or
speaker , is always eloquent , and , except
on reli gion and pr actical politics , always
reasonable and convincing .

This Second Rep.ort  ̂ which was read
at the Annual General Meet ing on the
35th of March , 1808, is not so much a
detail of what has been don e by the
Instit ution , as a more amp le exposition
of its designs. It has , as yet , onl y be-
gun to feel its way ; and from the state
and situation of Africa it is probable
that much time -will elapse before we
shall have to undertake the pleasing of-
fice of setting before our readers , for
their entertainment and repast , the fru its
of Bri tish beneficence in that countr y ,
at once distin guished by the gift s of
nature and the injuries of Euro pean
States ^

44 The first care of the committee has
been to open a correspon dence with such
persons in Afri ca as wer e likely to be
Usefu l in promoting the Society's views.
The person s to whom th ey have -written
are Mr. l,udlam , the governor of Sierra
l^eonc , and Mr. Torarie , the governor
of Ca pe Const Castle ." This corre-
spondence has been directed princi pall y
to the following subje cts :—The state
and capa cities of the Afric an continent ,
and the condition of its inhabitants :
the degree in which the abol ition laws of
Great Bri tain , and of other nati ons , are
^ffectuai ; an d, if ineffectu al , by what
means, and under what pretences , they
are evad ed ; and also what steps may be
advantageousl y taken to prevent such
evasions : what can be done to counter -
act tho 3 e perni cious habit s which the
slave-trade has nour ished , and particu-
larl y to convinc e the nativ e Chiefs how
essential it is to the prosperity of the ir
countr y, that measures should be imme-

diatel y adopted for ensuri ng to their
subjects the safe: enjoyment of persokf
and property : the best mean s of setti ng
on foot journies of disco very, jof pro -
motin g agriculture , of cultivatin g the
frienfdship and confidence of the native
paWers , and of producin g among thempowers , ana or proaucin g amon g them
a spiri t of union and har mony : the
systenft of policy best suited to the colo-
ny of Sierra JLeone , 4n regard to its in-
te r ior mana gement and its relation s with
the Afri can Chiefs* and m regar d* a} o
to the prom otion of civilizatio n, both
within the colony, and , by means of the
colony, afrron g the surroundin g native s.

" The Committe e, at the same tim« >empowered ^ Mr. Laxtf ' am & erect a
school at Sierra I,eone, under th e pa-
trona ge and at the expence of the Insti -
tut ion* the object of which should be
not mere ly to teach rea ding and writin g,
but to combin e with these elementar y
branches of knowled ge, instr uction in*
agriculture , and other usefu l arts * It
was suggested , th at to the school f-heuld
be annexed a small farm , which might
be cultivated , either wholly or in parr ",
by the labour of the scholars j and where
they might be tau ght to raise , and pre-
pare for market , articles of exportab le
produce , as well as to rear cat tle and
cultivate provisions. The state of the
Society 's funds obliged the Committe e
to dii ect , that this Seminar y should be
begun on a small scale, (though the y
wished it to be formed on a plan which
should admit of its indefinite extension);
and that , until their funds would allow
of its enlargement , ca/e should be taken
that the youths , selected for education ,
shou ld be . of such a rank as would give
them influence over their countr ymen
in aft er life. The Committee having
learn t that there are now in this country
two African youths , about the age of
ninet een or twenty , who have been en-
joying, by means of the Sierr a Leone
Company, the benefits of education for
the last six or seven years , and that it
was intended they should return in no
long time to Africa ; resolved to take
upon themselves the expence of having
the m fu lly initiated in Dr. Bell's System
of Education. Measures are now tak-
ing with this view , and the Committee ;
trust that they, sha ll be able , in no long
time , to trans plan t to Africa this cheap
and expeditious method of instruc tion , av

* We cannot forbear remarkin g, tha t the Report fs primed with a degree of
¦ki CQivcctncss which seldom attaches to the London Fre ^s.
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hoon which may be product ive of incal-
culable benefit s to the inhabitants of chat
continent. "

It is of inferior consequence whether
the cheap " and popular mode of educa-
tion be Bell's or Lan caster 's ; but surel y
the African Insti tut ion were not called.
on to decide th is point. Was Dr. Bell's
nam e thro wn in as a sop to the arch -
bishop and the four bishop s who stand
jn the front of the Report as Vice-Pres i-
dents t

In the body of the Report is an enu-
meration of the articles "which Africa
may be expected to furnish as a ret ur n
%o the British merchant for the goods he
jnay send thither ; which appears to . be
£aken , in substance at least , from the
*c Report delivere d by the Court of Di-
rector s of the Sierra Leone Company,
to the General Court of Pr oprieto rs ,
March zy 9 1794,*' p. 166—175, The
attention of the Commit tee has been
chiefly drawn to the ar ticle of cotton.
With the mode of raisin g - the cotton -
tree, the native s of the western coast of
Africa are almost universall y acqu ainted ,
and from the cotton grown there , is ma-
j tuifactured cloth of an excellen t fabric ,
though it is unsuitable to the English
market. Soaie packages of cotton-see d
fiave been sent out to Sierra Leone ;
other s are promise d from Georgia and
ithe Brazils. And it is pro posed to take
measures for engaging in America or
the West Indies , persons of good cha-
racte r , natives of Africa or the descend-
ants of Africans , who shall instruct the
colonists and natives in the cultivation
and manufacture of indigo ; in the best
mode of raising and cleaning cotton ,
rice , and other arti cles of tropical cul-
ture.

The following premiums of a piece of
plate of the value of fift y guineas , or the
same sum in money, at the option of the
claim ant , are pro posed by the Directors ,
-with a view to encourage in Africa the
cultivation of exportable produce : viz.
j . To the person who shall first import
J nto this country the largest quantity,
not less than a ton , of cotton wool, the
pr oduction of the Western coast of Afri-

ca, which shal l be pronounced , by com-
petent ju dges , to be fit for the English
market. %. To the person who shall
iirst import into this countr y the greatest
quantity of manu factured indigo, not
less than one hundred wei ght , the pro-
duce of the weste rn coast of Africa , in
* marketable state. 3. To the per son

who shall fi rst import into this country
the lar gest quantity, not less , tha n tea
tons, of white rice , the produce of the
Western coast of Africa , in a clean and
marketable state. 4. To the person
who befor e the Erst of January , i8io#
shall plant within the colony of Sierra
Leone , the great est number of acres,
not less than ten , with coffee-plants.

The Directors have also resolved to
promote the stud y of the native lan-
guages of Afr ica, by the Europeans and
other , resident in Sierra Leone ; and to
engage , with that view, proper persons
to teach the Arabic and Susoo languages
in that colony. The following note con-
tains some intere sting information con-
cerning these langu ages .

" The Arabic language has been ex-
tended , by mean s of the Mah ommedan s,
over a large part of the western coast of
Africa. The knowled ge of this lan-
guage by Britis h subjects resident on
the coast ,, would greatl y tend to facili-
tat e our intercourse with the Jnterior ,
while it would afford a read y means of
spread ing useful knowledge throu ghout
Africa. Tracts pr inted in Arabic would
be eagerly read there , and might be
dispersed to the farth est extrem ity of
the continent. It is therefore highly
importan t that the Institution should
encourage the cultivation of Arabic lite-
rature at Sierra Leone. The salary of
a teacher of Arabic will not be a grea t
burden upon the funds of the Society, as
a nativ e, compete ntly qualified for tha t
office, may be obtained at a moderat e
rate. The busines s of the teacher will
be to instruct such Europeans and other s,
in the Arabic tongue , as may he placed
under his tuition by persons receivin g
authorit y for that purpose from thje Di*
rectors ; and the diligence of the scholar *
may be quickened by periodical exami-
nations , at which extraordinary pro*
ficiency may be distinguished by hono -
rary rewards.

*• The Susoo language is spoken very
general ly on the coast for about one
hundre d and fift y miles to the northwar d
of Sierra Leone. It is also under stood
by a gre^t pare of Jthe Foula h and Man ~
dingo nat ions, and is the ver nacular
ton gue of the country of J alonkado o, a
large king dom  ̂ in the mountains of
which the Niger is represented as takin g
its rise. J c  would not therefore be too
larg o a calculation to .supp ose, that it is
spoken over a space of eight hundred of
a. thousand miles square ; a space co£-
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*k?&ral >ly larg er than Great Brit ain . "This
language, which i  ̂ remar kably simple
and easy of acqu isition*, has been re-
duced to writing by the zeal of Mr.
JBnmto n, who resided for some t ime as
a- roissioj iayy among the Susoos, and
who was assisted in his task by some
Swsoo youths who had been broug ht
mver %& England for education , and have
skice return ed to Africa.. The fruit of
3#r . "Brant on's labours is a Susoo Gram -
mar and Vocabul ary, and several Susoo
Tracts , all of which have been printed. "

Tfoe pres ent widely-extended war is
favourable ta the abolition of the slave-
trad e. With the retu rn of peace, and
*>i She freed om of the seas* there is dan-
ger lest the abominable trainc should
i>e feoewefl hf ther continental powers .
Jt: may, the refore , seem desir able that
that the -whole coast of Africa should be
in the possession of Britain ; but we
jbrei&bie at the anti cipation of such an
«v«&t. Brifcon -s arc philanthro pists, but
fhe Brit ish Ooveraiaa selrt is not accus-
tomed to scru pulous just ice or excessive
iuadtaaskk y. Ciod forbid that 4 the enor -
aakies committed in Asia should be
practised in Afr ica. I The whole of the
-westere * coast is at present in our hand *,
excepting the French fort of Senega],.
she small Portu guese colony of Bissao ,
.and two or th ree Dutc h forts * The
writer ©f a paper in the Appendix to the
Repore , suggests that ** the Dutch f orts
are bow wholly at our mercy" (a very
significant hint ) ; and that the island of
^Ezssao naay possibly be ceded to us by the
Portuguese . We deprecat e these po-
litical speculations . Let the Afr ican In-
stitution be on its guard. Wi etched
-will' it be if the benevolence of this so-
ciety should only pander to the app etite
©f over- gorged ambition. The soie
liope ©f civilizing- Africa res ts on our
obtaining a good cha ract er in the eyes
of her injured sons. If we respect pro-
perty, display a pacific sp iri t , an d be*-
?omc rea l benefactor s to the Negro tr ibes,
we shall be respe cted , conscience will
1>e placeci 'm us, unjl tho slave-trade will
graduaft vjj ie awa y, for wan t of subjects
-to pr.cyj upon , . . .  t - 

^ : \
'1 h'c JfiLtu j oft. cpnclude ^ *' wkh . a detail

vt th c na^aiiUi^s^y/J iVicii ha^e. ^een adopt-
'cd y mr «Ytf'feow^akmgy^y,; Gpv emindtxx*y/ l t ^\Jf f §̂§<) if § i Q  ^s&jSSfeT5 v/hich ib in 

tfefe
hJ gKct t Jp^Sjj ^̂ j^^ct ory, as ;a proof
t hat tne 'ISt J ot1 'aboli shin g the slave-
trade tV ill rv>t be (as we hoiie^tly confess
we o;icc feared) vi r tual l y r epealed by

the inacti vity or the partial proceceffng*
of the present ministr y.

" Two ships of war were sent <vat tty
the coast in the ttt onth of November,
with instruc tions to their Cotnrtian der s
to prevent the infrac tion of tfee laW for
abolishin g the slaye^trade , and t6 take
every opportunity Which might ctecur of
recopciliag the African chiefs (ivho, i£
xmrBt be remenabe r^» have very gene-
rall y been trader  ̂In ^laVe?) to this mea-
sure , and of explaining to them its bene-
ficial tendenc y. A commission, consist*
ing of three gentlemea , tw& of whort ^
possess considerabl e local "knoWle^g^
has also been appointed, and wiU pro-
ceed m a few months to tfye coast of
Afric a, for the pur pose of minutely in-
vestigating the state of the differen t
British settlem ents, and pointing out ih
what inanner they naay be: made sub-
servien t to the gr/eat objefc t of African
civilisation . Much importafit informa -
tion may also be eaJ f>6ctdd from tberti
respecting the capabilities 6f Afri ca in
general and the condition of her inha-
bitants , and the best rheans of improvin g
both , to the mutual advant age of that
cont inent and of Grea t Br itain . ..His
Majest y 's Government has further re-
solved to app oint a Court of Vice-Ad-
miralt y at Sierra I^eone, for the pur pose
of giving more complete7 effect to tht
Act for abolishing the slave-trade. The
app ointmen t of s»ch a J udica tur e is ]>ar -
ticular ly desirab le at »the present mo-
ment , as otherwis e all the vessels which
ma>y be seized under the Abolition Atft
must be carried to the West Indies for
adjudicat ion ; " a cour se which would he
attended with a cruel protractio n of the
confinement <cei ship-board of the cap-
tured slaves. At Sierra Leone it would
also be much easier than it would be in
the West Indies , to dispose of these per-
sons, agreeabl y to the huma ne pro-r
visions of the Act of Parliam ent. The
system of free labour being alread y esta-
blished at Sierra .Leone, the introduc tion
of a iry number of Negroes into that
colony , whet her on the footing of free
labourers or as app rentice s for a limited
period , could be attended with none of
those inconveniences which , it is al?
leged, would flow from it in our Wc^t
India islands , an d which, as the Com-
mittee unde rstand , are deemed to be so
considerable , . as to make it a question
whether man y of the person s alread y
liberated in the West Indies under the
oper ation of the Abolition Act shall not
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be sent back to Sierra Leone. A bette r
chanc e will also be thus afforded for
restori ng some of the captu red slaves to
their former connexions 5 and some of
them, after having enj oyed the advan-
tage of instruction in agriculture , and in
oth er usefu l arts , at the colony, may
pos ibly be beneficiall y emp loyed in dis-
seminati ng, in other parts of Africa , the

REPORT OF THE R E L I G I O U S  TRACT SOCIETY .

This Society was institute d in the
year 1799* and is distinct from " The
hoc iety for ,pr©motin g Religious Know-
ledge among the Poor ,'* institut ed anno
1750. The latter is supported by church -
men and dissenters of all denomi nations ;
the former , of which we shall now give
a brief account , is in the hand s of the
miscalled Evangelical part y.

The Rep ort before us is described as
the Ninth Annual ope, and was rea d on
the lath of May . It was drawn up we
appr ehend, by some veiy youn g person.
The first four pages are mere eloquence j
such as app ears in a school-boy *s f irst
theme. We hav e a good deal abou t the
genial influenc es of the month of May,

of its being " consecrated weeks,
durin g which the citizens of 7Aon enjoy
^nan y hol y convocations ;*'-—an d after
this descant upon the natural and spirit -
sal creation , comes a catalog ue pf va-
luable societies, as the British and Fo-
rei gn Bible Society *, the Missionar y
Societies of London and Edinburg h ,
and those supported by the Methodists ,
Bapti sts and Moravians , the 'Hibernian
Society, the London Eemale Penitentia l
ry, and finall y a recommend ation of
the Eclectic Review , the genius and abi-
lities of whose writers are praised in as
glowing terms as if the compiler of the
Report were one of the contributors to
that publication .

The seventh page brin gs us , thoroug h-
ly fati gued , to the Religious Tract Society ,
an d here we must acknow ledge we are
refreshed with a detail (for matter of
fact is better in these ca«es than elo-
quence ) of real and extended benefi-
cence. Within the year , ending the
31st of March , 1808, upwar ds of a
mij lhon of Tracts of one series, and
FO UR H U N D R E D  A N D  FORTY TilOU-

* The same gentleman , the Rev. J . Hughes, of Batter sea, is secretar y to. the
Trac t Society , and one of the secretaries t# the Bibje {Society.

sand , three Ht /NDRED of another
have been dispersed , makin g five mil-
lion s, SIX H U N D R E D  AND SEVEN/
T H O U S A N D  SEVEN HUND RED of thfc
firs t series , and twelve hu ndred
thousand of the second series, which
have been sold and circulated since the
commencement of the Society. The
Society has engaged a great number of
hawkers in the distribution of its pub li-
cation s, and it is calculated tha t by this
means*, since the zst of J uly I &06, about
T H R E E  H U N D R E D  THOUS AND trac ts of
a profan e and immoral tendency frtve
been kept out of circulation .

Zealous persons of each sex and of
• • « « « • * _ *mvarious stations have lent their influence

to the Society . "We ar e much edified by
a letter from a lady giving an -account ot
the mode of her distribu ting some
thousand of their little publica tion s in
various pai ts of the kingdom. Why
couid not our Unitarian ladies imitate
this example, and devote some of their
elegant leisure to the <4i persion of the
tract s of our severa l societies ? Heat and
light are usuall y connected in the natu *
ral world , and in the reli gious world ,
knowledge ought to enkindle zeal . En-
couraged and animated by the institu -
tion of thi s society, benevolent persons
have fotmed minor societies for the pur -
chase and distrib utio n of reli gious tract s
in Birmin gham , Cambrid ge, Chelsea,
Liver pool, Plymout h-dock and South *
wark .

The Society ha % in the true Spirit of
philanthropy, stretche d out the ha»4 of
kindness to Forei gn Countries. Five
tho usand copies of a trac t, entitled
" Scr ipture £xtra «t4" have been printe d
in the Icelandic UnMligf, Jind sent off
to I celand , the moat <*$*** M**if &t
Danish dominions. : Tnisl $^rliaj? ftJ * i&c

Intell igence.— Relig ious Trac t Society .  6Q&
know ledge which they may have thus
acquired. '*

The following is a statement of the
funds of the Inst itution.

£. s. d.
Subscri ptions and donations 2976 7, 7
Expenses of printin g, &c. 494 % 9
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best way of making atonement for the
outr ages Briton s have committed on the
Dan es, and of averting the Divine dis-
pleasure .

In Sweden , a society has been esta-
blished, by some of the leading - - clergy
of Stockholm , to co-oper ate with the
'* Religious Tract Society. " And we
learn from a lette r of the P ev. Mr
Pate r, on, th e Society's co; respondent in
Stockholm , that " there are not a few
faith ful preachers of the cross there , 
that religion is warml y supported by
the Cou /, and many of the firs t people
among the nobility, that one of the
tract s entitled " J ames Covey " found its
¦way to the Prince Royal , who was ra -
ther diverted "with the firs t part of it ,
but when he came to Covey *s conver-
sion, he grew very serious and at last
burs t into tear s, and t hat the Kin g ,
•who has been made acq uainte d with the
plan , has been pleased to express his
thank fulness that persons were found ,
who would in this way diffuse the know-
ledge of the Redeemer amon g hjs peo-
plê , and that his assistance may be
hof&d/ for. " Fift y poun ds have been
trans mitted to Sweden, to assist the
good work , and %o,000 copies of one
tract , and 15,000 of a second and 9,000
of a third were printe d so long ago as
May *. ,

Religious Tract Societies have been
estab lished in Noith America ; two (one
by females ) in Massachusetts , and ano-
ther in Conne cticut.

Tra cts in the ^Spanish langua ge have
been distribut ed at Monte Video, an d a

It will have been seen by our former
volumes (i. 493. 11. 559.) that we take
a lively interest in this mission . We
have watched with considerable interest
th e J ate controversy on the subje ct ,
which however we shall onl y refer to
in this place , as having increased the
concern with w hich we have taken up
No. xvii . of the " Per iodical Accounts
re lat ive to the 3apt ist Missionary Soci-
ety."

Tije first pbject; of our enquiry in
looking ii)£o ;ink periodical pamp hlet
wa  ̂t|*£ state -: <rt the public mind in
IndJa V &4 connected with ' the bapti st
mission. * T*r6lfrL * a lejtter from Mr.

depot has been formed at Gib raltar , for
both Spani- h and Italian publicati ons.

Ireland has not been neglected by the
Society ; publications are gone out for
Botan y Bay ; and means have been tak -
en for supplying with these usefu l wor k*
the army and the navy, the convicts at?
Woolwich , &cc and the prisoners of
war in this count ry.

The above is the substance of th e
Report , str ipped of its oratorical em-
belli hments. We have often wished
that a society on a similar plan wer e
formed amon gst the Unitar ian s, for the
pr intin g and circulatin g of tracts of a,
few pages each , and of the price of a
half penn y or penny, containin g shor t
moral stories , reflections on practic al
reli gion abstracts of the Christian h\<~
tor y, an d devotiona l poems : and tve
should rejoice if the present article should
be the means of ori ginating such a de-
sirable institution . The editor will be
glad to receive communications on the
subject , and to unite in any measures for
settin g on foot a society for distributin g
amongst the lower orders of the people
cheap moral nnd rel igious trac ts , writ -
ten not so much in defence of , as in
agreement with Unitarian princi ples.
As a specimen of such tracts , the read -
er may consult Mrs . Cappe 's stor y of
Sir Francis and Henry, in our second
volume , p. 575, 579,—and " The Mur -
derous tendenc y of Bigotr y exemp lified
in Calvin 's persec ution of Servetus ," sold
by Mr. Eaton , price one penny.

M oore , (one of the missionari es) to
Mr. Fuller , dated Dinagepore , August
5, 1806, we learn that "^broth er and sis-
ter Biss ," and the writer went from
Seram pore' (the seat of the mission ,) to
Dina gepore , with an intention of pro-
ceeding up the coun tr y to Patna and
Benares. 4< On our ar rival at Dina gepore
(says Mr. Moor e,) a serva nt from the
magistrate came to our boar , demand-
ing our names , occupation , and place of
residence. We immediatel y jeplied to
these enquiries , and stated th e object of
our journey. Other enquiries were then
pr oposed by the magistrate , to which we
also rep lied in the most unequivocal
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wanne r , adding , that if any further in-
format ion were necessary, we would
wai t upon him in person . We accord-
ingly went ; and were informed by the
mag istrate that if we proceeded up the
country, we might possibly be sent on
board a £lup> and that his duty required
him to send us back again. He inform-
ed us that if Mr. Fernandez ( whom he
j ud ged to be an acqu aintance ) would
give his word for our speed y and direct
ret ur n to Seram pore y we might remain
here for a few days. He also very ob-
ligingly informed us that he would en-
deavou r to obtain permiss ion for us to
pursue our intended j ourney, stat ing
that he saw no evil which could arise
from it : bur as we doubted the expedi-
ency of such an app licati on , we thanked
him , and declined the offer. We there-
fore obeyed the order , and returned to
Sera mpore ."

The two missionar ies whom Jwe stat-
ed (vol . i . p. 493-) to be on their voyage
to India , viz . Messrs. Chater and Ro-
binson , arrived there Augu st 23, 1806.
" On presenting themselves at-th e police
office ,-some demur was made as to their
being permitted to proceed to Serampore.
Next day, on Mr. Care y's going to the of-
fice , he was told by one of the magistrates ,
th at they had a message to him from the
governor- general , and which was, * that
as government did not interfere with the
prejudices of the nati ves , it waŝ his re-
questv that Mr , Carey and his colleagues
would not. * This reques t , as explained
by the magistrates , amounted to this—
4 they were not to preach to the natives ,
nor suffer the native converts to pre ach ;
they were not to distribute religious
tracts , nor suffe r the peop le to distribu te
them ; they were not to send forth con-
ver ted natives , nor to take any step , by
conver sation or otherw ise > for persu ad-
ing the natives to embr ace Christi anity. '
Mr . Care y inquired wheth er they had
any written communication from the
governor -gen eral ; and was answer ed in
the negative. He then took leave of
them , assurin g them that neither he nor
his brethren , wished to do any thi ng
disagreeable to government , from which
the y could conscient iousl y abst ain. Some
of the foregoing particular s, however ,
wer e softened in a subsequent conversa-
tion between the mag istrates and a friend

to the missionaries * It was not meant ,*
they then saidf * to prohibit Mr. Care y
or his b. ethren from preachi ng ; at Se-
ram pore , or in their own house «t Cal-
cutta , only they must not preac h at the
Loll Bazar . It was not intended t&
preven t their circulating the scriptures ^ *
but merel y the tracts abusin g the Hindo oJ
reli gion ; and that there was no design
to forbid the native Christians eonvers - '
ing1 with their countrymen on Christi -
anity, only they must not go out under *
the sanction of the missionari es.*' '"-

Notwithstanding this , an order or
counc il was passed, commandin g Messrs *
Chater and Robinson to return to Eu-
rope, and refusing Capta in Wicfces a
clearance unless he took them back
with him.'* After proper explanation ,
" Ca ptain Wickes was furn ished with
the necessary papers for ' his ^depar-
ture. As government however appear *
ed to be dissatisfied with the continu -
ance of the * two missionaries , to remove
every subject of complaint as faiv as
they could , a new mission to the king-
dom of Burm ah was contem plated ; and
Mr. Chater with -another brother , agreed
to go to that country, to make observa *
tions on its practicability *.'*

The following extracts will serve to
shew that the people of India are hi a
feveris h state of mind wit h regard to the
attem pts of the missionaries to conver t
them. " Au gust 2X , i8g*>. [Ward 's
J ournal. ] This day tl.e mother of a
young enquirer , named Ghorachund ,
came weeping and almost distracted ,
claiming her son . I told him to go aside,
and comfort his mother. iTe did so;
and another native brother explained to
her the reason wh y he was here , and
that he was happy , <\nd was learnin g the
wa y to heaven . A fter thus attem pt ing
to reconcile her , they came again ; but
she^appeared quite irrecorrcileable. I
then told her that no force should be
used on either side . If he wishecj to
stay, he should do so: if he wished to
go , he should. I then asked him whether
he wished to go to with his mother. He
said he would not go. He told her that
ho would stay and be ba pt ized , and
would then return to her. 1 trie d then
to comfort her , and invited her to come
and see her son "whenever -he had op *
portunit y. She was going away, *and

* The other missionar y, Rob inson , appears to have been taken to Serampore ,
Hi ; name stands among.*t th e signatures to the " Genera l Lette rs to the Society /"
This a ffair seems to be but part ial l y underwood by the jnana gers of the mission
at home.
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brother Marshman met her and ta lked
with her . However she was far from
being app eased , and said that he was
her only son, &c. Before she left us,
she threatened to drown herself in Gon -
ga. After leaving our house she went
to the Danish magistrate , and to some
of the princi pal Bengalese. "

[Marshman 's J ourn al , j " The magis-
tr ate sent for the lad , and questioned
him whether it was of choice that he
became a Christian . On the lad' s as-
sur ing him that it "was , he told his mo-
ther that he should be left who lly to his
own will. In the ceurse of the exami -
nation the magistrate asked them what
the y intended to do with the lad in case
they should carry him home ? They an-
swered, " they should put him in iro ns,
and confine him in the house." This
determined the magistrate to rescue him
from their hands. 1'

" August ii. [ Ward 's J ournal ] About
eleven o'clock this forenoon , while sit-
ting in the printing- office, the Hincar-
rah comes to tell me that some people
zx€ carr ying off Ghorac hund by force.
I went out , and saw the boat passing by
opr house with this lad upon it , held
down by several perso ns, who seemed
to be pinching him by the neck. The
boy was cry ing out bitterl y. I awaken -
ed brother Marshma n from his Chinese
reverie , and in a minute the whole
House , school and servants , were on the
banks of the r iver. William Carey
jumped on our boat , which was floatin g
by the side opposite our house: ,: the
Boat man and other servants put it off,
and began to pur sue the other in which
they were carr ying off Gprachund ; we
ail following by the side, watching the
chase. William and the rest rowed as
though life and death were dependin g,
and the man-stealers were not less ac-
tive. Our boat being much heavier
tha n the other , the chase seemed very
doubtful. Brother Marsh am ran and
brou ght Mr. B. 's boat , and Mr. B. and
his family all took a lively interes t in
the rescue of this poor creature from
the hands of the idolaters . We follow-
ed the boats as far as the eye could
reach ; but our friends gained very lit-
tle djstauce on them, f obtained a glass,
and after looking some time , perceived
William come up with the enemy, and
rescue the young man. A scuffle en-
sued ; but the idolaters were very much
frightened , and especially the poor brah -
man. Gorachund was full of j oy at his
deliverance , and he was brou ght back

on otzr boat in trium jph. His mother
was in the boat : and when she saw her
son carr ying back , she struck her head
against the floor and was almost dis*
tracted . l But we* must now Tetur n to
Serampo re , where two of the native
brethren had been put in prison and
beaten , for a charge of beatin g a brah -
man in the strtfgg le, when Gorac hund
was carried off. It seems that this
yout h was going to the Bengalee school
fr om our house, in company with a bap-
tized native , named Kassenaut , t he apos-
tate Bhyrub , and an enquirer named
Bhyr ub . As they were passing a flight
of steps adjoinin g the guard- house , some
persons from a boat came up; and seiz-
ing Gorachund , a strugg le ensued , and

,a lar ge mob collected . The soldiers on
guard and the mob assisted the idolater s,
and at last the youth was carried on
board the boat. A man broug ht a char ge
then against our peoplefor beating a bra h-
man . The magistrate committed them
to prison , and the people beat them on
their way thither . Returning home from
the chase , I wrote to IVfr . Otta Bie, the
late Colonel Bie's nephew, and entreat -
ed him to liberate our people, and tha t
we would be answerable for their ap -
pearance whenever he' should call for
them * In the evening they were libera-
ted "

The brahman s evince the grea test
hostility to the missionaries , whom they
sometimes over power with noise, some-
time astound with their meta physics ,
" Jan. 8, 1807. [Chamberla in 's J our-
nal. ] Wen t to the city of J emma- Kon-
dee, and preached in the baza r. A
brahman came and made a great noise.
He said that God is in every thing, and
does ever y thin g ; that man is nothing ;
that every thin g is as man thin ks, and
not as he does ; that / imagination is
every th ing, and that there is reality in
nothing ! If any one consider th ieving
to be righteousness , it is ri ghteousnes s;
and if he account the riches of another
to be his , the y are so, and vice vers a.
In this impious manner he held forth
with great volubilit y, but met with lit-
tle applause. "

Of the work of conversion , one of
the missionaries frankl y owns that he
can communicate but little , and that his
hopes are small, (p. 250.) " The idola-
trous heathen ,** says he , " often accost
me, say ing, * Wher e is now your God ?
Let J esus Christ come among us and we
will believe . Behold , our debtah is be-
fore our eyes,' point ing- to the river , »
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brahman , or an image ! * who (<whom)
have Voti been able to convert ? You
have been here , how many years ; what
have you done ? Behold (says a brah-
man ) nobody minds what yo\i say : the
whole country regards us and are at
our beck .' "

Dur ing the year 1806, twenty-two
per sons were bap tized, making in all of
bapt ized petsons (by immersion) 104,
ten of whom are Euro peans . In the
course of the last six years the mission-
ar ies have been under the necessity of
excluding thirteen church members , and
six have been removed by death . The
total number of native members who re-
main in the two churches of Serampore
and Dinagepore (see M. Repos. vol. ii.
p. 561.) is 75.*

On e of the 'missionaries (Biss) dkd
of a liver , complaint , -on a voyage for
the benefit of his health from Ind ia to
America. He was afflicted it seems,
with sore temptations and trials in his
sickness , not however without frequent
inter vals of hope and peace. His wife
and four children who accompan ied him
in the ship were sent back to In dia to
the mission family, her heart being set!
on the service of Christ and the mission.

Memoirs of a tedious length are in-
serted in the «' account s'* of two de-
ceased nati ve preachet s9 and also the
jour nals of two others still living who
ar e sent out to itinerate. These natives
are , as might be suppos ed , ignor ant and
fana tical ; and if any thing could pr e-
judice the mission in our ey,es it would
be the employment of such unenli ght-
ened , semi-barba rous instructors. They
seem to have no other idea of Christ i-
ani ty than as a neiv cast, or of the New
Testament than as the history of anot her
incarnation. But alas ! this is not very
different from the Evangelical Christian -
ity prev ailing at home ; for the election
and reprobation of the Calvinists divide
men into nothing less than casts , and
their Christ bears too near a resem-
blanc e to Kceshnoo -

The missionaries call loudl y for more
fellow labourers , and it is creditable to
them that they request such young men
to be sent out as are alread y qualified
by the knowle dge of Hebrew , Greek
and Latin.

In the present number we arc pleased
with several communications from Mr.
Car ey, the wan t of which in the last
number , we lamented. (M. Repbsl
vol. ii. p, 561.) His chara cter is well de-
scribed in a speech of the head-pundit
at the mission-house : " I do not know
-what kind of a body Carey Sahib' s is!
He is never sensible of fati gue or hun-
ger , and never leaves a thin g till it is
finished! " Mr. Carey loses his temper
in one of his letters . " India /' says he,
" swarms with Deists ! and Deists are
in my opinion the most into lera nt of
mankind. Their grea t desire is to ex-
terminate true reli gion from the earth ,
I consider the alarm s which have been
spread throu gh India as the fabrications
bf these men .'*

Mr. Fernandez , of whom we gavd
some account in the last volume, has
dedicat ed 10,000 rupees to the .mission,
together wit-h the profits arising from
that sum in trade , to commence in 1B07.

Some interesting particulars of ' the
Burma n Emp ire , have been communi -
cated hy  the two missionaries , ,wh6
were sent thither. The Burman Em-
pire is about 800 miles long, lying con^
tiguous to Bengal on the east ; but is in-
accessible by lan d on account of the
mountains covered witfh thick forest ^
which run between the two coun tries .

The east side of this empire borders
upon China , Cochin-China and Ton-
quin ; the Chinese language is under-
stood by the Burmans. The princi pal
sea-port of Burmah is Ran goon. Ma -
ny Burman trad ers fi nd their way to
Calcutta throu gh the creeks and rivers
which communicate with that countr y
by Way of the Sunderbunds . The Bur-
man s ar e Hindoo s; as well as the Ben-
galese , but of a. different; sect; , and their
superst itions appear to be widel y differ -
ent . To change their reli gion ia no dis-
grace . The government never meddles ixith
any thing that bears the name of r eligion ^but grants privileges to all alike, Aj \d
persons sustaining the charact er ot
teachers of reli gion , whether Christian ,
Mahommedan , or Pagan , hav e more
privileges than other forei gners. The
Catholics have three separate places of
worshi p at Ran goon ; their congre ga-
tion s are not very lar ge ; nor are the ^
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ver y zealous about prosel yting the na-
tives The Brahmans in this coimtry
have no claim to the i ' r iesthood , nor
de^s it app ear that they concern " them*
selves much about rel igion. In gene
ral , they are men of learnin g, and pio-
fes< medicine , astronomy, divination ,
&c. by which the y procure a livelihood.
T hey have a cast , and hi ghly value - it;
but except in this case , no such thing
exists in the coun t ry. As to civiliza-
tion , the Bur mans appear in some re-
spects ra th er superi or to the BengaJese.
There are but few of the men . who can-
not read and write , thoug h the women
in general are not so well educated.
The children are tau ght by the piiests
grat is, who keep e chools at their own
houi.es. The priest hood is composed of
a set of men quite dist inct from the
brahmans , and not under their control.
The office is not hereditary like the bra h-
man cast , but is entered upon by an ini-
tiator y ceremony. They live in socie-
ties, in places called Kyoums, a kind of
monasteries , continue in a state of celi-
bacy , neVer cook , an d are not allowed
to touch silver or gold. Earl y ever y
mornin g, they perambulate the streets ,
with a small vessel in their han ds , to
gather rice. Women or girls stan d at
almos t every house, with some of the
best that can be procure d , and serve it
out to them. Their influence on cer-
tain occasions is such , th at they will
sometimes rescue a criminal who is about
to be executed. The Burman s have
four sabbaths in a month , which ar e
regulated by the changes of the moon.
The} are not very strictl y observed- by
the common peop le; but no public bu-
siness i* allowed to be transacted. They
have a grea t festival in Fcb mary and
Octo ber , when the people flock to-
gether from all pa rts to w orsh ip at the
golden temp le near Rangoon . The cli-
mate of the countr y is one of the best
in ^ the world ; and upon the whole the
prospect of formin g a missionar y sta-
tion at Rangoon i> pro mising.

The missionaries are proceedin g in
the study of lan guages and in transla-
tions. Mr. Myrshman thus states the
relat ion which the different languages
of the East bear to each other. " The
Sangskr it is th e immediate parent of the
Bengale e , the Ma hratta , the Or issa,
the Telinga , the Kurnata , ihe Guju-
ratte , and also the Malabar or Tamul
languag e ; hence a knowled ge of the
Sangskrit j uts all these in your power ,

rendering the acquisit ion of them c&ni-
parativel y easy , e pecia lly after one or
two of them hav e been acquire d. The
Sangskiit will generall y furnish a person
with the meanin g of four words in fivd of
the languages de rived from it; and the
grammar and idiom of one gives him a
general idea of the other s owing to
the grea t similarity which exists between
them. The peculiar gra mmar of one
of these may "be- acquired in a couple of
months ; and then the language lies
open to him. The knowled ge of four
words out of five enables him to rea d
with pleasure ; and renders the acquisi-
t ion of the few new words , as well as
of the idiomatic expressions , a matter of
delight rather than of labour . Thus
the Or issa, thoug h pos^es.dng a separat e
grammar and chara cter , is so much like
the Bengalee in the very expression ,
tjiat a Bengalee Pundit is almost equal
to the correction of an Orissa proof-
sheet ; and the first time that I read a
page of Gujuratte , the meanin g appe ar -
ed so oHvious as to rende r it unnecessar y
to ask the Pundit questions. Brot her
De Gran ges has con,̂ ulted us respecting
the meanin g of several Telinga words*which were perfectl y familiar with us,
either as Bengalee or Sangskrit. —The
Hindo pstanee , in addition to the Sang-
skri t , borrows large ly from the Persian ;
the Mussulmans adopt ing a greater num-
ber of Persian words , and the Hindoos
a smaller. With Persian , two or three
persons in our famil y are acquainted ,
and it is constantl y t aught in our school.
I suspect that next to the Sang krit , as
a pare nt langu age, we are to reckon the
Chinese ; but I *>ha 11 venture no remarks
on this till I un derstand it better ."

Mr. Carey gives the following ac-
count of the progress of the translation s
of the scri pt ure ^. " Brethren Marsh -
man , W ard , myself , a::d my son Felix ,
are as fully emp loyed as we can be in
translatin g and printin g the scr iptures.
Felix overlooks the printing ; he exa-
mines the §an gskrit proofs , having stu-
died that langua ge . The scri pt ures are
translating into eleven lan guages, six of
which are in the press—n amel y, the
Bengalee , (old te>tame nt ) the Sangsk rit ,
the Oor eea , the M indosthanee , the
M ahratta , and the Pers ian . In Benga-
lee, we are printing the seventeenth
cha pter of Ezekiel ; in Sangsk rit , the
fift h chapter of Luke; in Ooreea , Mat-
thew is nearl y finished ; in Persia n ,
about six chapters in Matthe w.*- lfl
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Mahr atra , one edition of Matt hew has
been pr inted off , an d a second is in the
press. I translate the Sangskiit ; hut
an amanuenis writes it. The others are
written by Pundits , but examined and
cor rected by i4s."

The missionaries have transmitted
home 56 copies of the Sangskrit gram-
mar , and 250 of the Ramayuiu , vol. i.
The government of Calcutta , kindl y
permitted these bGoks to come free of
freightage.

The governm ent -have permitted the
missionaries to bu ild a chapel for Ben-
galee worshi p in Calcutta . Mr. Car ey's
salary a9 professo r of the College has
been doubled. And the diploma of (we
supp ose,) L,. L D. has been conferred
upon him , which however we  ̂under-
stand him not to make use of.

Var ious interestin g charac ters are de-
scribed in the " accounts. " We are
pleased with the rep ly cf a nat ive con-
vert , an elderl y woman , who was inr
str ucted when —app lying * for admission
Into the church , ki the importan ce of
walking worth y of the gospel, and par -,
ticulasl y of avoiding quarrels : *' I am
now in the last stage of life, and shall
die as it wer e to mor row ; with whom
t hen have I to quarrel ?"

The following accounts of the visit
of a J ew at Seram pore will interest the
reader ; one is by Carey, the other by
Mardon. " About thre e weeks since a
school-boy .̂ came to me on .Lord s-day
mornin g, and said that an I sraelite was
in the school. I went and found a J ew-
rea ding the Hebrew bible with great
fluency. His name is Isaac Ben Mor -
decai. He was born in Hebron , has
since Ji ved in Persia , and is going to
J erusal em. He confirms Sir Willi am
Jon es's account of the AfFgans , havin g
himself lived among them at Cabul. **

" Oct. 26.  LordV day. A J ew who
was born in Hebro n , of the tribe of Tu-
dah , came to Serampore. He Jeft nis
own country fourteen years ago, and has
since travel led to different places as
a merc hant. In passing throug h the
Sheek's coiinpry, he was robbed of all
his property , and involved in distress.
On coming into the British dominio ns,
a gen tleman took notice of him, gave
him a wri tten pass, and procure d him a
subscri ption . He reads Hebrew ver y
fluentl y, and seems to have a good un-
der standing of Moses and the prophets *
He speaks the Per sian , Arabic , J Hin -
dgpsta nee , arid Tur kish language *. Our

brethren converse with him iri Hind oo-
stan ee. He says the ?e are about ten
thousand J ews in J udea , and t hat they
ar e treated well by the Turk s, who em-
ploy them to collect the revenue. In
Fersia they are treated with much le*s
civility . Thi- : J ew manifests a stro ng
aversion to every species of idolatry,
an d to the ceremon ies of popery which
he has witnes sed am ong the Portu guese
in India. He frankl y acknowled ges
Chr ist as the true Messiah , ari d that it
\va> throug h ignorance th at the J ews
put him to death ; for which cause die
wrath of God remains u pon their na-
tioii. ' He expects however that Chris t
will come again , and ' restore the king-
dom to Israel. ' He attends our wor -
ship, and thinks it is the way in which
God should be worshi pped. On hear -
ing some of our native brethren give an
account of their faith , he saic1, < This is
the tr iump h of the Messiah over Sa-
tan. ' " . <

Mr. Carey thus describes an Arab ian
Christian , who also vi ited Seram pore .
" Last week an Arabian came hithe r
from Madras recommended from a re-
spectable quarter. He has embrac ed
the Christ ian reli gion, and I hope , may
have felt its power . He was some tinie
with the brethren , Cran and l>es Gran -
ges, at Viza ^apatam , and since that
with brother Loveless at Madr as . He
is of the famil y of Mahomed. He
has a pedigree regularl y wr itten out ,
after the manner of the Ara bians , up
thro ugh Mahomed , to Ish mae i and
Abraham . He was born on the banks
of the Eup hrates , near Baby lon , where
his father then resided ; hud his educa -
tion in Arabia. ; and fled from thence ,
to avoid the sword and doctrine of
IVahabe ê whom he pers onall y knows .
Since then he has been in a high office,
in the court of Zeman Shaw , king of
Kabool. *There he saw one of his com-
panion s, who had embraced Christianit y,
Abdullah by name . This man , whose
famil y name is Sabot y was first broug ht
to think by reading the Koran , 112 which
he found something that appea red to
him contradictory. He wrote to a gen-
tleman at Madras on the subject , who
sent him an Arabic New Testamen t,
which he carefu lly read ; and the mo^e
he read the more light sprung up, in his
mind . He has resided several years in
Persia , and is a very a^comp iiNhed scho-
lar , in Persian and Arabic. ..He ja now
assistin g us in the Persian tr an slation/'
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The vices and superstition of the Hin -
doos are painted by the missionaries in
br oad but we believe true colours. Our
readers wou ld feel disgust at the recital
of murders committed with impunity,
of devotees keep ing1 their arms erect
from you th to old age till they are mi-
ifioveably stiff , and their nails become
like bird s' claws, of the worshi ppers at
Saugur Island , exposing themselve s a
prey to tigers , of women drownin g
their children in the holy water of the
Ganges , and of widows bur ning them-

T R A N S A C T I O N S  OF THE P A R I S I A N  S A N H E D R I M .

(Continued f rom Page f ]O .)
The next sittin g of the J ewish depu-

ties, was hold en Augus t 7, 1806. The
presiden t took the chair at three quar -
ters of an hour past 12 o'clock at noon ,
and quitte d it at 5. At this meeting,
answers were agreed on to the 4th , 5th ,
6th , and 7th questions pr oposed by the
commissioners . (See M. Kepos. vol. i.
p. 496 )

August ia , the deputies met aga in ,
when , after the answers to th e-8th ,
9th , and 10th quest ions , had been dis-
posed of, one of the secretaries read the
draft of the answe r to the eleventh
quest ion. M , I^yon Marx translated it
into German , and M. Avigdor into Ita-
lian . A member requested leave to
speak , and said , that as this answer ex-
plained the text of the 24th chapter of
Deuteronomy, it ought to be especially
recommend ed to the attention of Rab -
bies, who have the care of preaching
morality , in order that those amon g the
J ews who are ignorant of their duty in
their money transactions with other
Frenchmen , should be made acquai nted
with them , to be on their guard against
the tempt ation of cup idity . The piopo-

a * • « « A 4 4ksit ion was seconded . Another member ,
observed , that Rabbies , in preaching
morality certa inly would not forget th is
essential exhortation , A member as-
cended the tribune , and expressed his
astonishment that the expression laiv of
Moses should alway s be used in speak-
ing of the written law , ** God,'* said
he, ** is our legislator , and we must
consequentl y say the law of God, and
not the laiv of JMt oses.'* Hea demanded
that the express ion should be altered
according ly. Anot her member appear -
ed in the ; tribune after him. He began
by praising the scrupulous zeal of the

selves on the funeral pile of the ir hus-
bands. €« The iniquities of thi s peop le"
says one of the missionaries, tru ly,<c are indeed of such a natu re as tend to
harde n one's heart against them." No-
body can dispute strrel y that it is desir-
able that they should be chris tiani zed,
and thereb y humanized. And when
the end is so important , we cann ot stop
to civil at the means. It would be bet-
ter that they should not be "Calvinists ;
but it is first of <all necessar y that they
should be Christians.

last speaker , but he did not think that
his amendment ought to be adopted ,
" I can safely maintain " said he, " with -
out a wish to offend the last speaker ,
that my parents were , to the full , as or-
thodox as he can possibly be. Yet I
well remember to have heard th em say
always Tora t Mosse% the laiv of Moses*in speaking of the written law ." He
demanded that the word ing of the com-
mission should he maintained. Some
Rabbies delivered their sentiments in
favour of the first speak er . A member
observed , that whenever the expression ,
the laiv of  Mosesy occurre d, it was al-
ways understood to mean the la iv of
God transmitted %o the J ews by Moses.
He thou ght that the best way to recon-
cile the different opinions would be, to
insert thi s explanation in the minutes .
This proposition was adopted. Another
member ascended the tribune and spoke
on the word abib a> in the 19th and aoth
verses of the 33d chapter of Deutero -
nomy, which means Brother ; he thoug ht
that the word brother could be app lied
onl y to a feHow J ew. A member ob-
served that this word was not exclusive-
ly applicable to men of the sanae religi-
on ; he quoted the 4th verse of the 49th
chapter of Genesi s, where it is u^sed in
the more general acceptatio n of fr iend *
He quoted also the iath verse of the
15th chapter of Deuteronomy, in which
the word Hebrew is joined with the
word ahiha. Hence he concluded that ,
since the law joined the word Hebrew
with that of brother * where it meant a
man of the same reli gion^ it clearl y fol-
lowed that , whenever these two ex-
pressions wer e not joined, the word
brother had a more general acceptat ion .
He quoted several other passa ges in sup*
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port of this opinion . Another member
examined critically the 20th verse of the
23d chapter of Deuteronomy, already
alluded to. He observed that the word
nochri which means a stranger, had no
reference-to religious belief, but only to
the country or state ; that .the verb tas-
sich, which means to make profi t, 1 was
app licable to the f oreigner, not to the
f elf oiv-countryman. And that the sub-
stantive ahiah 9 which means brother,
was to be taken in the acceptation of
f elloiv-countryman and not of felloiu j fe t v*He observed , that the law was purely
political ; and that what preceded and
what followed proved sufficientl y, that
profit ?nd not usury, was meant. He
concluded by demanding* that the an-
swer proposed by the Commission ,
which contained nearly the same prin-
ciples, should be put to the vote. A
member observed that this answer being
very long, it was fit it should be read a
second time. The president ordered the
answer to be read a second time. A
rabbi observed , that the answer admitt-
ed that interest was lawfu l ; he declare d
that interest of any kind was forbidden
by the law. Another member observed,
that in fact, the law allowed of no in-
terest , but that, since the Jews have
ceased to be a nation , and are become
merchants, they have been allowed to
take a small profit; that the answer
mean t a moderate gain arising from a
commercial- speculation , and not usuri-
ous interest, A member observe d that ,
by explaining this idea to the Rabbies ,
they wou ld perceive that the answer
was agreeable to the princi ples of the
law . Another demanded a third read-
ing of the draft of the answer. A se-
cretary read it for the third time. A
member moved that it should be put to
the vote. The president put it to the
vote , by shew of hands, and it was
adopted almost unanimously. A secre-
tary read the draft of the answer to the
twel fth question. M JL ypn Marx trans-
lated it into German , and M. Avigdor
into Ita lian . No objections being made
against it , the president put it to the
vote , and it passed unanimously . The

that Mr. Kilham led off a considerable
num ber of persons from the old connex-
ion , and formed a new connexion with
them , from him sometimes called Kilba *

President read the draft of an address to
His Majesty the emperor and king, on
the anniversary of his birth-day, couch-
ed in the following terms.
To His Maj esty the E mp eror of the Fren ch

and King of Italy.
" Sire,

Your French and Italian subjects,
whatever rel igion they profess, cele-
brate this day the anniversary of your
Majesty 's birth-day ; all implore the
King of kings in their respective tem-
ples that he may be pleased to pour his?
moit signal favour s on your sacred per-
son , and on the august imperial family.
We too, animated with the same senti-
ments, and impressed with a gratitude
stil l livelier, if possible, put up our
fervent prayers to heaven in the same
frame of mind. Providence, Sire, ha&
given you this vast empire, to rescue it
from the abyss into which it was appa-
rently hurried by the selfish views of
jarri ng factions. After rendering Franc &
illustrious by your victories, you have
given it peace , the first blessing on earth ;
you astonish the universe, you exhaust
admiration by holding up to wondering
mortals the model of the wisest, the
most benevolent of lawgivers, and of
the greatest of^ heroes. Deign , Sire,
graciousl y to accept , on this day, the
expressions of those sentiments of pro-
found respect , love and gratitude , to-
wards your sacred person , which fill the
hearts of your French and Italian sub-
j ects professing the religion of Moses. '*

The assembly received this address
with, loud acclamations of JL^ng live the
Emp eror , long live the Impe rial family *
The presiden t was directed to transmit
it to his excellen cy the minister for the
interior, and to request at the same
time, that his excellency would have the
goodness to lay it before his Maj esty.

M. Rodri gues , of JLa Girondc , as-
cended the tribune, and gave in the re-
port of the commission of five, who had
been directed to prepare the ceremonies
of the festival , to be celebrated on the
15t h, in the Jewish temple of Rue Sainte
SJvoie, in honour of his Maj esty 's birth
day.

£ To be continual.]
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CONFERENCE OF T H E  METHODIS T NEW C O N N E X I O N .
It is perhaps npt unknown to our

readers that about eleven years ago there
*vas a schism in the Wesleyan methodist
churc h, on the grou rtd of disc ipline , and
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The Object and Conclusion of the
Christian M.nister 's Mortal Life •/ a
Sermon preached at the New Meeting
house in Birmingham, Sept. 25, 1808,
on occasion of the death of the Kev.
Joh n Edwards. By John Kentisji. 8vo.

Two Sermons, on Christian Z.eal, and
on the Progress of the Gospel. By
Charles Uoy d. 8vo.rl he Consolation s of Orthodoxy .
i:mo, 6d.

ment. Jan . 11, 1809, Mr. Evans —«
The reasonableness and utility of prayer,
Jan. 25, Mr, Worthiwgton—Christian
compassion.. Feb. 8, Mr. Evans—Man
the offspring of God. Feb. 22, Mr.
Worthington^— Our absolute dependance
upon God. March 8, Mr. Evans—A
conversation becoming the gospel of
Christ. March 23, Mr. Worthington—
On religious prejudices. April 5, Mr.
Evans~^Steph*?n's dying prayer. April
19, Mr. Worthington— The wisdom of
considering our latter end.— rService
to commence precisely a quarter before
seven o'clock.

A LIST OF P R E A C H E R S  AT SAI/TERS ' H A L L.

The order of the preachers and sub-
j ects at a Wednesday evening lecture,
at Salters'- Hall, to be held every fort-
night , commencing the 16th day , of
^November, 1808, *nd ending the 19th
day of April, 1809, inclusive.

Nov. 16, 1808. Mr. Evans—The ex-
istence of God , and the hope of accept-
ance with Hin\, the foundation of all
religion. Nov. 30, Mr. Worthington—
Compr.rative view of the offices of Christ.
Dec. 14, Mr. Evan s—The descent of
the spirit on the day of pentecost. Dec.
a8, Mr. Worthington—Rules for stu-
dying the epistles of the New Testa-

mites. The separation on> the part of
the seceders, was occasioned by a denial
of the other party, the maj ority, cf the
right of sitt.ng in conference (the Wes-
leyan methodist legislative Assembly ,)
to laymen . The Conference established
by Wesley, consists solely of preachers ;
that by Kiiharn-, of preachers and repre-
sentatives. In the leadin g features of
their discipline , the methodise of the
new connexion , resemble the new con-
nexion of General Baptists. They abound
chiefly in the North ot England ; they
have but one congregation in JLondon ;
and none South of the Thames. Their
chapel in the metropolis is situated in
Church-street , Bethnal Green-road: the
preacher for the ensuing year, is Mr.
W. Brown . Their minutes lying before
us, breathe more of the spirit of liberty,
than we have been accustomed to find
in the followers of Wesley. They re-
quire no subscri ption of their ministers
to articles of faith , but simp l y a public
declaration of the doctrines which they
believe and teach.

STi&tf Twelf th Annual Conf erence of th is
Methodist Connexion, was held in Hud-
dersfield , on the 6th, &c. of June, 1808.
About 40 persons, preachers and repre-
sentatives, composed it. Three preach-
ers are admitted into full connexion ;
ten are on trial ; two, viz. Charles
Donald, aged 34, James Parry, also a
young man , have died the last year.
The state of the Connexion is as follows ;
chapels, 84 ; societies, 199 ; circuit
preachers, 38.; local preachers, 174;
members, 7202. There are two chari ty
societies in the Connexion, for the bene-
fit of the preachers, viz . 'The Pater nal
Fund y and the Benef icen t Fun d, which
seem to be well supported.

The old Connexion and the new are
at variance. A Jaw-suit is carryin g- on
between them for Brighouse chapel .
The Conference have resolved on a pri-
vate subscription , throughout the Con-»
nexion , to meet the expences.

The circular Address to the Connexiottr
is well drawn up, and displays much
manly and generous piety.

A C O M P LETE LIST OF N E W  P U B L I C A T I O N S  ON M O R A L S  A N D
THEO LOGY IN K O V K M B E R , 3 808.

The Benevolence of God displayed
in the Revelation of a Future State of
Perfect Hap piness : a Farewell Sermon ,
delivered at the Baptist Church, Taun-
ton , October 16, ifco8. By Thomas
Southwood Smith. 8vo.

Lines $acred to the Memory of the
Rev. Theop hilus JLindsey, Founder o(
Essex-street Chapel , for the Worship
of One God . By David Eaton. 8vo. <5<J .



A Father 's Advice to his Son, con -
ta ining directions for the Improvement
of his Mind* &c , &c. A poem. By
the Author of the Widower. . 241110. is

Scri pture Versions , Hymns, and Re-
flections , on Select Passa ges. By J .
Warinff. 3s. 6d.

On the Religious Improvemen t of
Prisons : a Sermon preuched in the
Cathedra l Church of Durham ,, at the
Assizes, Aug. 10, 180S. With an
App endix . By J ohn Brewster , A. M.
Rect or of Redmarshall , <3cc. &x is 6d.

Scri ptural Illustrations of the Th irt y-
nine Articles of the Church of Englan d ;
with a Pra ctical Commentar y upon each
Article By Samuel Wix , A. M. Rec-
tor of lnworth , Essex , and Vicar of St.
Bartholomew the Less, London . 8vo 8s.

Lectures on the Nature and End of
the Sacred Office , and on the Dignity,
Duty, &c. of the Sacred Order . By
John Smith , D. IX of Campbieton. 8vo.
6s.

Natural Theology, or a Demonstra-
tion of the Being and A ttributes of
God , from his Work s of Creation ,
arran ged in a popular way for Youth .
By W. Enfield , M. A. i8mo. as. 6d.

Lancaster and Learnin g ; being Ani-
madver sions on Lett ers in the Kentish
Courier , March 15, and April 5, 180 8.
In an Address to the Author. By an
Advocate for Education , i^mo. ad.

A Re p ly to the Strictures of the Edin-
bur gh Review on the subj ect of Me-
thodism and Missions ; in three Let-
ters to a Friend. By J ohn Sty les. 3s. 6d.

A Second Letter to the Barriste r , in
Answer to the Second Part of His Hi nts
to th e Pub lic and Legislature. By K.
Hawk er , D. D. 8vo. as. 6d.

The Legislature Alarmed , and the
Earris ter Unmasked. Part the Second.
By Vigil, is.

Purit anism Revived , or Meft hodism
»s Old as the Great Rebellion , in a Se-

Few periodical works can boast of such a valua ble and extensive gratint Qtis
Correspon dence as the Mo nth l y  R e p o s i t o r y .  Flatterin g as th is circumstance
is , th e Editor has had fre qu entl y to lament , that the na rrow limits in wh i ch he is
confined has prevented him , in many ca-es , from giving such a prom pt insertio n
to respectable communications as was desirable. Thus situated , he has been
compelled to solicit the cand our and indul gence of his corres pondents ; nor has
he solicited in vain . At the same time he states -with reluctance , that some
an onymous contributors have disp layed a degree of impatience with regard to the
appearance of their papers whit h is very un reasonable. More than one instanc y
has latel y occurred of a commun ication , possessing no temporar y int er est , *n4.

ries of Letters from a Curate to bis Res-
tor , as. 6d. ,

The Gospel best promoted by- J£jl»
tional Schools ; a Seimon poached in
the Cathedral of St. Eeter , York. Bjf
T. Wran gham. 3s. 6d.

The Nature and Extent of Christia n
Libert y ; a Letter to the Members of
Religious Societies. By J. Fawcet t,
A. M. iamo. 4d.

The Attention and Coxnpassfo^ due
to the Children of the Poor : a Discourse
delivered for th e Benefit of a Sunday
School. By J ohn Fawc ett , A. M. 8vo.
8d.

The Holiness which becometh th«
House of the Lord con sidere d, in a
Diicourse deliver ed at the Opening of
the new plac e of Worshi p in New Yor k
st reet , Manchester. By J ohn Fawcett ,
A. M. 6d.

A Sermon occasioned by the Death of
the Rev. W. Humphre ys, preached at
Hammersmith , on Lord 's Day, Octo-
ber 9, 1808 ; including a Biogra phical
Sketch of the Deceased. By R ober t
Winter. To which is subj oined an Ad*-
dress at the Interment in Bunhi 11-fields *By W . J ay.

A.n Essay toward s Unfoldin g; the
Glor y of Christ , in his Person , Love,
and Salvation ; in Twent y- thre e Ser-
mons. By S. E. Pierce. With a Re-
commendator y Preface by the Rev. R.
Hawker , D. D. Vicar of Charles , Pl y-
mouth. 7s.

A Letter to the Right Rev . the Lord
Bishop of London on the Pr ostitu t es in
the I ublic Streets. With an Address
to Magistra tes. By a Citizen. 2vo. is.

The Pro phetess es Comp laint Answer -
ed ; a Sermon by W. M. Smith', M - G,
of Beersheba Chapel , Pros pect Place ,
Southwark ; to which is added an Ap-
pendix , in Re p ly to J oanna Southcott 's
Answer to his last publication. 6d.

New Publication s.— Correspon den ce. 635

CORRESPONDENCE.



suited £o all times alike, being sent one. month, of a letter being dispatched tke
next to enquire after its fate and to rebuke the Editor's negligence and tardi-
ness, 'and of a demand being made the month after to have it returned according
to a particular direction,. The Editor's labour , sufficient of itself, is thus doubled
and trebled ; and made, moreover, extremely perplexing. He is therefore
obliged to repeat, for the instruction of the writers for the Monthly Rep ository )
that he wishes to receive no communications which cannot be confided to his
j udgmen t as to the time of their publication . It is his duty, and his wish to be
an impartial mediator between his correspondents and his readers, and to make
such a monthly selection of articles as shall keep up the respectability, the variety,
and the solid~vaiue of his miscellany. He has »no partialities in his character of
Editor ; and for the truth of this assertion could appeal, if necessary, to commu-
nications furn i ^ed by intimate friends , which have been lying by him for many
months. He is perfectly sensible of the propriety of making every successive vo-
lume of the Month ly  R ep o s i t o ry  as much as possible complete within itself,
and 'with a view to accomplish this obj ect in the present volume, intends tQ pub-
lish in the middle of January, a

SUPPLEMENTARY NUMBER ,
of the same size and price as the ordinary numbers, containing the Title page,
Preface, and Index , and such communications as require to be inserted in the
magazine of the present year. By this means, the Index ̂ a very importan t part
of every volume, will , be more full and more correct than it could be if it ac-
rompanied the twelft h number, and the work will be better finished as a whole.
The readers will be apprized next month of the exact time when the Supple-
ment  will appear.

• -We have been taxed with the postage of a letter from a distance, containing; an
unimportan t query of half a dozen line * ; and our corresponden t,/' Inquisitor," as
if to make us feel the value of his communication , enclosed the preciou s morsel in
^n envelope , making a double letter. This is very thoughtless at least. Should
the same imposition be repeated we mu ; t seek redress at the Post Office.

The following communications have been lately received , and are under con-
sideration.—"Mr. Hume's Obj ection to Miracles considered." " H ugo Twist ."
" An Attempt to Defend the Character of Milton ,** &c. " A Sonnet," &c. by W.
P. " Veritas*' on John I,acy\s Prophecy. C4 Obj ections to the Doctrine of Ne-
cessity," by E. N. " \V\ J ." on the Churchman 's Reply. " H." on the Same.

The following af»e intended for insertion.-r— «< Mr. Brookes's Account of Father
Cyprian , the Missionary of the Indians. ' cc Chariclo'* on Christ 's Ascension.
•* A Question to Chariclo. " " Monolatrentes' Reply to Chariclo/ ' " A Berean
Christian 1' on the Prosecution of Mr. Stone. <c Fai r Play. '* " T. C. A*s Unes,**
&c. " P. K's Biblical Inquiries.". " l'rimitivus on an Unitarian Liturgy," and
his " Biblical Observations ." <e A. IV.s Answers to the Inquirer.'' " W. H. on
the Improved Version." " P. I I . " on the Same. C £  An Occasional Header on
the Existence of the Devil." " Mary 's Sonnet to Poesy ." " Secundus on Christ'*
Conversation with Nicoderrurs." /

The following ' will app ear in the next number.— c< Memoir of the late Rev.
John Edwards." " Mr. 'Mortimer on the  death of the Rev. J. Edwards, in Re-
p ly to Mr. Kentish." (Too late for the present month.) <c Mr. MarsonVs 4th
le t te r , in P.c'p ly to A4r. t f c U h a m ." « < Mr. Eddowes, of Philadel phia, on Unha-
r i«nism in America ." «* t \Fr . Al lchin 's Answer to the Churchman ^s Reply." "An
U ni ta r i an 's Answer" to t he Same.

Var ious  hoofr s arc under Review ; and several articles of Intelligence arc?
vy *i iuJ>k " io* ro tj in.
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