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MR, NICHOLSON’S ACCOUNT OF AN ATTACK.ON THE PERSON OFR
A REPUTED WITCH. |

E should have thought that
there was not a corner in
England, where the superstitious

notions of witckcraftstill prevailed.

We therefore took up with sur-

prise a sermon just published Jun-‘.,
der the following title: .4 Sermon-

against Witcheraft, preacked in

the Parish Church of Great Pax-

ton, in the County of Huntingdon,
July 17, 1808. By the Reverend
Isaac Nicholson, A.M. Curate.
This Sermon 1s sa excellent,
that we shall review it in the
present number. Prefixed. to it
is an account of the disgraceful
circumstances  which. occasioned
it, which the rcader will find be-
low. - We place it in the depart-
ment of llistory, because " we
<onsider thatr the Monthly Re-
pository will not be less useful as
arecord of the follies and viges,
than as a register of the wisdpm
and virtue of 'mankind. "
Epirox.

o Bfiq“ Account oft dhe Attack on the

Lerson of
tumstances which led to it.

In the year 1593, an indelible mark
f infamy was stamped upon the inha-

.witchcraft.

Ann Izzard, and the Cir~

Hnngingdon, for their folly and wicked<

' ness In carrying to trial, and afterwards

to execution, three of their unfortunate
parishioners, for the alledzed offence of
‘ The better informed pare
of the community may believe that the
doctrine cf witchcraft has long been ex-
ploded, and that it does not ip this en-
lightened age, disgrace even the lawest.
orders of the people of England; bnt
the following statement of facts, wilk
convince them of their mistake, and,
allowing for the difference of science
and civilization, will shew that Great
Paxton, in' the same county, is mere
than upon a level with Warbeys for
ignorance, credulity and barbarity.

In the afternoon of Wednesday the
seventeenth of February last, Alice
Brown, a young woman of Great Pax-
ton, imprudently ventured to cross the
ice which then covered the surface of
the Ouse. A thaw of some hours. had
rendered the ice unsafe, and she had not
walked many yards upan it, before it
gave way, and let her into the river,
From this perilous sitvation she provi-
dentially extricated herself, and reacheqd
tht oppesite bank, where her friend
Fanny Amey, scarcely less tesrified than

« herself at what had happened, stood an-

xiously waiting for her. Shivering and
frightened she hastened to her father’s
house, about a quarter of a mile from
the river, and almost as soon as she eny
tered it, was seized with a strong epilep-
tic fit. Fanny Amey had been subject
to epilepsy for scveral months previous

Bitants of Warboys, in the county of to this periad, and therefore it s not ak

‘OLO III.
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all surprising, that she should be sympa-
thetically affected, and fall into similar
convulsions. S |
Alice Brown did not speedily get over
the effects of her fright : her distressing
fits returned at short intervals, and dis-
qualified her for every kind of work;
indeed she was so much reduced by
them, that her friends began to despair
of her recovery. Inquiring after the
state of ber health on the §th of April,
I was astonished and gricved to hear
from her brother, that her fits, weak-
ness, and dejection were ascribed to the
effect of witcheraft. < She is under an
ill tongue,” said the youth. ¢¢ As csure
as you are alive, sir,”” continued a man,
who stood by, ¢ she is bewitched, and
so are two other girls that live near her.
“There 1s a man in the town 1 come from
in Bedfordshire, who was exactly like
Alice Brown—he could do no werk,
lost all his strength, and was wasting
away very fast,-when a person told him
what was the matrer with him, and how
he might.be cured. He filled a bottle
with a particular kind of a fluid, stuffed

charms dnd experiments had been trie
to discover whoitwas. - 7, . 4

When the public service of thé day
was over, I called on Fanny Amey and
‘Alice Brown. It was not in my power
to judge from the countenance of the
formier, that any thing was .the matter
with her; she was petfectly collected,
and looked the picture of heaith. Alice
Brown was asleep in bed, -and therefore
1 did not see her. At both houses, I
endeavoured to explain to the relations
and friends of the young women, that
it was an utter impossibiiity for ome
human creature to injure the health of
another by any invisible and preternatu-
ral precess,—entreated them to discoun-
tenance notions so wild and irrational,
and begged them to try ether means
thap senseless charms to recpver their
children. . -

A few minutes before I wentintochurch
on the following Sunday, Ann Izzard, .
poor weman of Great Paxson, request-
ed leave to speak with me. In tears,.and
greatly agitated, she told me her neigh-
bours pretended they had discovered

the cork both top and bottom Wwith pins,~ by means of certain charms that she

set it ‘carefully in an oven of a moderate
heat, and then observed a profound si-

lence. In a few minutes the charm suce-

ceeded; for he saw a variety of forms
flicting before his eyes, and amongst
- the rest the -perfect resemblance of an
old woman who lived in the same pa-
rish. - This was what he wanted—he
was now satisfied who it was that had
injured him, and that her reign would
soon be over. The woman, whose fi-
gure he saw, died in a few days, and
the man immediately recovered. "Tho-
mas Brown tried this charm last night
for his daughter, and though a strange
noise was distinctly heard twice by his
wife, who was in bed with the poor
girl, it did not succeed according to
our wishes; so they have not at present
found out who it is that does all th
mischief.” '
If 1 was shocked at this man’s ab-
surdity and superstition, I was infinitely
more <o to understand, it was the gene-
ral opinion of the people, that Alice

Brown, Fanny Amey, and Mary Fox:-

were certainly bewitched by some per-
son who had purchased a familiar, or an
evil spirit of the devil, at the expence
of his own soul; and that a "varicty of

was a witch, and blamed her for the
fits and illness of Alice Brown, Famny
Amey, and Mary Fox; she said, they
threatened to punish her, abused her
children, and frightened her so much
that she frequently dropped en the
ground in fainting fits; and concluded
with asserting her innecence in these
words:—“ I am not a witch, and am
willing to prove it by being weighed
against the church bible *.?

After the sermon, 1 addressed the
congregation upon the subject, pointed
out the folly of their opinions, the fatal
consequences which might result from
brooding over them, and tried to per-
suade -them, that, although they might
be weak ‘enough to syppose there was
no harm. in laying wviolent handsona
woman, they madly called a witch, yet
the laws of their country would view
their conduct in a very different light.

But argument, explanation, and re-
monstrance were in vain; the mana
had “taken full posse€ssion of them, and
was only to be cured, or restrained by
the powerful arm of the law.

On Thursday the fifth of May, Anp
Izzard was at St. Neots market; and it
so happened that her son, about sixtecn

* Annlzzard is a little woman, about sixty years of ag;:, and by no means il
jooking : she has had eight children ; five arec now living,
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years old, was sent the same day to
St. Neots,. by his master, a respectable.
farmer * of Great Paxton, for'a load of
corn. When he returned, his mother
‘and another woman accompani¢d him.
Contrary to the better advice of her
neighbour, the latter insisted upon
putting a basket of grocery upon the top
of the sacks of corn. One of the horses
which drew the cart, was young and
unmanageable, and in going down the
hill which leads into the village of Pax-
ton, by his plunging and restiveness,
overturned it. By this unfortunate ac-
cident, the shopkeeper’s grocery was
materially damaged ; and because Ann
Izzard had repeéatedly adviséd her not
to put the basket upon the sacks, she
‘charged her with overturning the cart
by means of her infernal art, on pur-
pose to spoil her goods. It will scarce-
ly be credited, that in an hour after,
the whole parish was in an uproar :
« She has just overturned a loaded cart,
with as much ease as if it had been a
spinning wheel,”” was echoed from one
end of it to the other. Vlen, women, and
children raised their voices, and exciaim-
ed, “ we-have now proof positive of her
guilt—this last "act in open day speaks
for itself—she 1s the person that does all
the mischief, and if something 1s not
done to put a stop to her baseness, there
will be no living in the place.”—Nor,
did this extraordinary fit of phrenzy
terminate till they had made two attacks
upon her, which attrocious as they ap-

pear to me, are considered by themselves

as not only justifiable, but highly meri-
torious, The dark and uninstructed
Caffiarian, would look upen such ac-
tions as a perpetual scandal to himself,
and an everlasting disgrace to his coun-
try.

A considerable number of people as-
sembled together, as it grew dark on
Sunday evening the eighth of May, and

taking with them thé young women ri-

diculously supposed to be bewitched,

friends of Ann lzzard ‘in’ her affliction.
keeping her from the horrors of despair.
they have been abused and

* John Bidwell, the person here allude
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about ten o’clock .procceded.‘ to the cott-
age of Wright Izzard, which stands

“alone, at some distance from the body

of the village. When they arrived_at
this solitary spot, so favourable for the
execution of their villainous designs,
they breke inte the poor man’s heuse,
dragged his wife out of bed, and threw
her naked into the yard; where, her
arms were torn with pins, her head was
dashed against the large stones of .the
causeway—and her face, stomach, and
breast were severely bruised with a
thick stick that served as a bar to the’
door. Having thus satiated themselves,
the mob dispersed. The woman then
crawled into her house, put her clothes
on, and went to the constable, who
said, ¢ he could not protect her, be-
cause he was not sworn.” The huma-
nity, protection, and assistance, which -
she could not find at the constable’s,
very happily for herself, she found under
the roof of a poor widow. The coni-
passionate and honest Alice Russel un-
locked her door at the first call, wrapp-
ed up her neighbour’s bleeding arms
with the nicest linen rags she had, af-
fectionately sympathized with and com-
forted her, and gave het a bed. But,
with the dcepest grief 1 relate it, the
compassion and kindness of this poor
womnan, were the mecans of shortening
her days. < The protectors of a witch,
are just as bad as the witch, and deserve
thesame treatment,”’ cried theinfatuated
populace the' next morning. The en-
venomed shaft flew direct to its mark,—
and the widow Russel, neither eat, nor
slept again +. |

In the evening of Monday the ninth
of May, Ann fzzard was a second time
dragged out of her house, and a second
time were her arms torn with pins till
they streamed afresh with blood.  Alive
the next morning, and apparently likely
to survive this attack also, her cne.
mies resolved to have her ducked, aa
soon as the labour of the day was over.

\

d to, and his wife, have been the steady
They have been very instrumental in’
Instead of being comnrended, however,

pointed at for their humanity.—Be it so now—this

will prove no ‘bar to their . good actions being recarded, to their everlasting honour,

at the tribunial of God.

t The \'K(itc'l_qw Russel .l’i'ﬁred ﬁcarly twelve years in my- house; “during that time |
I experienced- many proofs of her punctuality, fidelity, and hopesty: she died, a .
martyr to fear and apprehension, on ¥riday the twenticth of May.
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On hearing this, she hastily quitted her and malevolence could not reach her.

home, and took refuge in a neighbour-
ing village*, where their inhumanity

- =

| ISAAC NICHOLSON,
Litile Paxton, Fuly 25¢h, 1808.

—

P —

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

MR. BELSHAM ON THE CONSISTENCY AND TRUTH OFNDIVI'NE
REVELATION. '

T the Editor of the DMonthly Repository.

Hackney,
SIR, October 10, 1808.
Though I do not set myselt up
Qs a cunning man to answer hard
questions, yet as  your COrres-

_pondent Veritas in your last Re-

pository

requests to -know my
sentiments ‘upon the subjects,
which he has proposed, I am
willing to statc as briefly as possi-
ble what appear to me to be the

‘best solutions of his questions,
without knowing, or indeed ex-

pecting, that they will give equal

‘satisfaction to others, and without

meaning to enter into any contro-

versy upon the subject.

In the first place, I would pre-
mise that the torin of your corres-

pondent’s questions 1s extremely

/

{

20 2a fellow creature in distress.
$or their cursing *.”

objectionable, and that no well
informed person who has a just
sense of the narrow limits of the hu-
man intcllect would pretend to give
a complete reply to them. Veritas
asks waYsuchand such thingsare ?
The proper question is, are such
things facis? If this point can be

character and attributes.

established, we may perhaps be »
permitted to spcculate upon thes
reasons and final causes of them, .
and it will be a great satisfaction
if we can discover reasons which

appear to be worthy of the divine .‘
But if

in any case we cannet assign salis-

_factory reasonms for the divine con- _

duct, or discover valuable and
important ends of his dispensa.-
tions, we arc not for that reason_
to reject rational and. convincing

.evidence, but while we admit the,

fact, it behoves us to acknowledge
our ignorance, to acquiesce in the.
divine government, and ¢ Where
we can’t unravel learn to trust.’™\ 1
The first question is, “ Why
th.e manifestation of the supreme
Being to mankind under the Old

'Tesrament, should be of a nature
‘so different to that under the New,

as in the former case to command
the Jews to destroy the surround-
ing nations, and in the latter to
command us to love our enemics "
To this I reply that the fact is

* I have been repeatedly told, that eleven people out of twelve in this neigh-
bourhood, condemi me for taking Ann Izzard into my house; or in their language,

for ¢ harbouring suchk a wretch.”.

I must acknowledge it is a matter of perfect

indifference to me; whether they appreve or condemn me for shewing compassion

‘It may be that the Lard will requite me

good

# 2 Sam, ¢ 16. V. I
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inaccurately stated. The nature,
that is, the gemius and spirit of the
two religions is not different but
one and the same. ¢ Thou shalt
Jove the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy un-
derstanding, and with all thy
strength 277 This is the first precept
of both dispensations: aad *“ thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self ;7 is the grand rule of social
virtue 1in both. Also, who our
neighbour i3, has becn sufficiently
explaincd by our Lord in the pa-
rable of the good Samaritan. The
only difficulty therefore remaining
is, that which has often been
stated, and in my apprehension
as oftcn most satisfactorily au-
swered, How can the precept to
exterminate the Canaanites be re-
conciled to the law of universal
benevolence? |

The facts as they are exhibited
in the Jewish history stand thus.
The inhabitants of Canaan by the
practice of those odious crimes
to which they had been instigated
by their abominable - idolatrics,
were become fit objects for exem-
plary punishment. Had they been
exterminated from the earth by
pestilence or famine, no one would
bhave thought of impeaching the
wisdom or the justice of divine
providence. But the Sovercign
of the universe had an cqual right
to employ the sword of the Isra-
elites to cxccute his awful man.
date. And in the present instance
there was this great advantage,
that it made it a fact of public
notoriety, that the sufferings of
the guilty inhabitants of Canaan
were inflicted upon them as a
Just punishment of their crimes,
and as an awful warning to
the surrounding nations. But
that the Istaclites were not de-

ceived in regarding themselves as
the authorized ministers of divine

justice, is evident from the mira-

cles which attended their progress’
through the wilderness, and parti-
cularly those by which their con-
quests were introduced, the di-
viding of the waters of the river
Jordan, and the falling down of
the wall of Jericho. In the ex

termination of the Canaanites
therefore, the Israelites can incur__

no blamc as they acted under a
divine commission,

Many howevery think 1t is
highly improbable that the com-
mon Father of mankind should
employ one nation {o exterminate
apother. But in fact this, is no
more than what occurs every day.
The Spaniards were employed to
exterminate the Americans; the
LEbglish to spill the blood, and to
enslave the persons of the Africans;
and the present raler of France,
to destroy hundreds of thousands

of lives to gratify his own enor-

mous and unprincipled ambition,

"All this it is indeed alledged is

by permission, not by express ap-
pointment.—But in my mind,
with rcgard to the supreme Being, -
who is the causce of all causes,,
and who foresecs the end from the
beginning, permission and ap-’
pointment coalesce into one and -
the samc idea, the difference bea.
tween them is less than any given,
difference. They cannot be se-
parated even in thought. All

creatures. fulfil the purposes of”
the great Supreme, only, that in®
common cases he makes use of the
bad passions of mankind to ac-,
complish his designs: 1n the case
of the Israeclites he cnjoins it as
an act of duty, Cyrus and Jos
shua were equally the ministers of
the divine plecasurc: but the for-
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mer was prompted solely by am-
bitton and the lust of conquest
The latter acted
as the ¢ Captain of the Lord’s
mctive of
under an

and domination.

host,”” without any
avarice or ambition,
immediate commission from - -God
himsclf. It may not perhaps be
cusy to cxplain why war should
be admitted ‘under the divine go-
vernment. This 1s a particular

casc under the general question

But

of the introduction of evil.

as it cannot be denied that the

existence of this evil is consistent
with the justice and benevolence
of the divine chavacter, it is most
evident that of all wars recorded

m history, the extermination of

the Canaanites by the Israelites is
the most justifiable. It was not
tounded in ambition or injustice.
Ft was the exccution of a just
sentence by those who exhibited
a clear indisputable warrant for
that purpose.

- These considerations completcly
satisty me that there Is nothing in
the history of the extermination
of the Canaanites supposing it to
be literally true, if taken in its
whole connexion, which militates
against the character of the su-
preme Buving, or which can form
any just objection against the di-
vine authority of the Jewish lawa
giver. If however a contrary hy-
pothesis be assumed, whether the
narrative is to be considered ‘as a
dramatic rcpresentation of a com-
mon event, as Nebuchadnezzar
is sald to have been commissioned
by God tosubdue Tyre and IEgypt,
or whether the Israelites invaded
the country, either with or witha
out a fanatical impression that
they were instigated to it hy a

divine impulse, the conquest of

Canaan in those circumstances,

however unjust, would no more
affcct my faith in the divine lega.
tion of Moses, than the invasigy
of the same countty, almost thirty
centurics afterwards, by a lhLorde
ot Christian enthusiasts and fana.
tics, staggers my confidence in the
mission of Jesus Christ. For as [
do not hold it essential to the faith
of a Christian, to receive every
fact contained in the New Testa-
ment, so neither is it essential to
a firm belief in the Jewish dispens
sation, to assent to every fact
containcd 1n the pentateuch:
though I fecel no difficulty to ac-
knowledge, that in the present
instance the balance of probabi.
lity is in my estimation In favour

‘of the history.

The second question 1s, *“ Why
under the Old Testament the re-
wards and punishments were of a
tcmporal nature, whilst under the
New they are asserted to be fu-
ture and eternal 2”7 -

The direct answer to this ques=
tion is, that such was the appoint-
ment of divine wisdom, for rca-
sons no doubt in themsclves per.
fectly just and good, though the
limited intellect of man may not
be able to comprchend or to dis-
cover them« ‘I'hough your cor-
respondent has not stated where
his difficulty lies, I. presumec that
he means to ask how it can be rc-
conciled to divine wisdom, that
the Mosaic dispensation should be
enforced by temporal sanctions
only, to the almost entire exclu-
sion of those of a future life.

'The principal reason for the -
troduction of temporal sanctions
seems to have been that as the Jew=

“ish nation was selected by Giod to

bear testimony to the importz;l}'t

Erine Vi ni tnis
doc.tnm, of the divine Umtzz‘. i’
testimony would be more marked,
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and -more effectual, when it was
observed that the Israelite natjon
prqépere’d_ or declined 1N propor-
tion as they adhered to, or swerv-
ed from this grand and fundamen.
tal principle. . It may be addcd,
that this constitution of things
was peculiarly well adapted to the
infant state of the world, when the
human intellect being little exer-
cised in abstract speculation, the
minds of men would be more
forcibly impressed by motives 1n-
mediately addressed to their senses,
than by such as derived their effi-
cacy from a certain degrece of
comprehension of mind which the
faculties of man had not then at-
tained. \\ -

Though T do not accede to the
opinions of those learned men who
think that the books of the Old
Testament contain no allusion to
the doctrine of a futurc life, yet
I'must admit that itis a difficulty
not easily explained, that a doc-
trine of such importance, in which
all men of all ages and countrics
are so deeply interested should be
so.obscurcly hinted at in a pro-
fessed divine revelation. But there
Is nothing in this contrary to the
analogy of the divine government,
or which should constitute an ob-
jection to the diyine authority of
the Hebrew prophets. If it is
asked why were not the Israélites
better instructed upon this sub-
Ject; it may with equal reason be
inquired why were not the hea-
then nations alsu better informed
upon it.  And this again resolves
itself into the general question,
why are not the creatures of God
made more perfect than they arc;
and why are intellectual and mo-
ral advantages uncqually distri-
buted. These are facts, which
o one can deny, and difficulties

| 5

which few sober and judicious:
reasoners will undertake fully to
explain. 4

'The third question is, ¢ Why
the writings of the Old and New
Testaments should ke so ambigu-
ous as to produce among mankind
such a variety of opinions respecta

ing the twrue interpretation of
them.””” -
This question resolves itself into

two cascs: first, why are the
scriptures ambiguous upon the
suhject of revealed truths? And
secondly, why are thcy ambigu~
ous upon other subjects ?

To the first I reply with a di-
rect denial ¢f the fact assumed.
That cannot be a revelation from
God which requires another reve-
lation to explain 1t. And 1n my

judgment the catholic criterion of

reveaicd truth is the only correct
one: Quod semper,. quod ubique,
quod ab omnibus. INo Jew ever
disputed the Unity of God. No
christian ever called 1 question
the doctrine of a Future Lifc.
These doctrines cannot be rejected
without at thce same tine rejecta
ing the divine misston of Doses
and of Jesus. These therefore
are the only fundamental truths
of the Jewish -and the Christian
revcelation.  And in my cstima-
tion to allirm of any docirine that
it is controverted 1s the same
as to affirm that 1t 1s not a re-
vealed trutn. . For on these points
the scriptures are not ambigua
ous. :

As to the second question, why
arc the scriptures ambiguous 1n
things not revealed : 1t 1s of litde
conscquence—it is the same as to
ask why 'has not God revealed
a greater  number of truths;
which indecd would be equivalent
to the inquiry, why he bas not
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imparted to mankind a higher de-

. ' ' ' .3
gree of sagacity and mrelhigence:
The proper aunswer is, that more

Wwas notl necessary nor expedient.
That -the forin in which rea
vealed truth bhas been communi-
cated, has given rise to-diversity
of opmion, and has produeed
éhiscussron and controversy has
been a benefit rather than a dis-
advautage ; 1t has roused the dor-
mant energtes of mankind, and
prevented that smooth and o:ily
state of things to which some are
so partial, but which would in
fact prove fatal to intellectual and
moral tmprovement, and to every
thing great and good in the

Of Richt comsidered as founded on Potwer.

human character.

The . violent'.

controversics, which, in all ages ,

since the books were written; have
“taken their rise from- the Jewi} -

and Christian scriptares, have

been productive of two most im-

portant consequcences,
far as we can judge could not
have becn so well accomplished by

which as '

any other means, they have esta.

blished the antiguity, and in a
great measure, and to all practi.
cal purposes have preserved the
purity of these inestimable records.
| I am, Sir,
Your humble servant,

T. BELSHAM,

V4
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OF R1GIT COXSIDERED AS FOUNDED ONX POWER.

D —

AN

To the Editor of ¢he Dlonthly Repository.

Chichester,
SIR, Aug. 28, 1808.
Rlany of your readers, as well
as myseclf, have doubtless perused,
with great interest and pleasure,
the able and manly vindication of
aeparted coxcellence, with which
your correspondent, Nr. Higgin.
sen, has enriched your Jast num-
ber: but I am somewhat con-
cerned to perceive, that, on one
occasion, this very respectable
writer Is betrayed into an inordi-
nate, aud, in my opinion, avery
unnaecessary movement of indig-

nation. '
"Speaking of the opinion which
some have entertained, that the
pawer of the magistrate to gevern
gives hon the 2/g4f to do so, My
L. culls it the’ “ modern nnpious
opinion.” To what extent it pre-
vails at present I am unable to
judge, but I flatter mysclf I shall,

m a few words, be able to say
cnough to moderate the objegtor’s
animosity, and to rescue the opi-
nion 1n question fyom the charge
of Impicty.

Wishing to conciliate not onl_g
this gentlemar, but as many of
your rcaders as possible, [ avail
mysclf of the assistance of two
writers of very opposite deserip-
tious, namely, the late Mr. Hume
and the apostle Paul. The for-
mer, near the beginning of his
admirable essay ¢ On the original
Contract,”” has stated, with his
usual perspicuity. and happiness
of cxpression, these "momentous
truths ;—shat the Deéity is the
ultimate author of all government
—that thc end of government 1s
the good of his rativnal creaturcs
—that, like every other power oF
force derived from him, sovereigns
may he said to act by Lis coma=

o



- “0f Right considered as founded on Power,

mission, every thing that happens
heing comprehended 1n the gene-
- ral plan or intention of Provi-
“.dence. St. Paul thus writes_ to
the Christians at Rome, then
groaning under the tyranny of an
imperial monster—*¢ there 1s no
power but of God: the powers
that ‘be are ordained of God.”
We-have, from an authority still
~higher thanthat of -Paul, the dec-
claration, that the power exercis-
ed by a Roman governor was giv-
en him ¢ from above.” No lan-
guage can be more explicit.
MWhen, therefore, it is said, that
power gives right, a figurative
.expression is uscd :to signify that
the possession of power indicates
the right of the- possessor, and
that both are derived from the
will and appointment of Almmghty
God.
"~ So much for the impiety of the
-opinion in.question. JLet us now
see whether it may not be defend-
ed in a more general way.

Politics arc.only a part of mo- -

rals. If, therefore, any proposi-

tions may be justly assumed, as.

the foundation of morals, similar
.ones, allowing for the differcnce
‘between the whole and a part, and
between terms. and subjects, some
more and others less géneral, may
be employed as the basis ot politi-
cal speculations.  Now, if the
propositions I am about to state,
are not capable of a strict demon-
stration, they at least arc recom-
mended by a degree of probabi.
lity as near to proof as can rca-
sonably be expected in topics ot
this nature, and fully sufcient
tor all the purposes of the argu.
ment. I assume then,

1. That the Almighty Crcator
of the world exercises over it a
morsl government; that the gene-

YOL. 1II, 4

Joy moentse.
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~ral and ultimate objuct of his ad-

ministration is the happiness (tak-

-ing. in ‘the whole of their, exist-

ence) of rational and sensitive be-
ings, and that he bestowed the
powers of scnse, instinct, anpd rea-
son, as .the means of conducting

the individuals, belonging to the

different classes of these beings, to
the kind and degree of happiness
for which the anature of each is

Jitted.

©2. That man, created princi-
pally and above the rest for social
life, has been gifted with superior
endowments, or with the mecans of
acquiring them ; that by these he
is enabled to discover and obey
the will of his maker, Iin multia
plying and securing h¥ own en-
To this end, social
compact, laws, magistrates, tri-
bunals, the means of public and
vrivate defence, &c. are indispen-
sably requisite,

-¢¢ Nam genus humanum, defessum vi
g

colere zvam,

Ex inimicitiis languebat : quo magis 1p~
sum

Sponte sui cecidit sub leges, arctaque

jura.”
Lucrer. V. 1144.

Accordinglv, these have bcen cs-
tablished with various skill, encra
gy, and cffect, in proportion to
the talents, dispositions, and cira
cuinstances, of the people con-
cerncd. |

I must kere press into my ser-
vice the etymologies of Mr. Horne
Tooke, on whose authority I as-
sume,

2. “¢ That R1GHT 1s no other

" than r¥cT-um (regitum), the past

participle of the Latin verb rege-

re.’e e+« in the same manner,

cur English word JusT 1s the past

participle of the verb jubere.” -«

*¢ I.aw, in our ancient books,

was writlen laugh, lagh, lage, and
I
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ley,?+ s+ +%¢ it is merely the past
tense and past participle of a
Gothic and Anglo-Saxon. verb,
which signifies ponere, and 1t
meaus (something or any thing,
chose, cosa, d@liquid) laid down—
as a rule of conduct. Thus, when
a man demands his rRicur, he
asks only that which 1t is ordered
he shall have?eec...¢ to hLave
RIGHT or LAW on onc¢’s side, 1s
to have in one’s favour that which

1s ordered, or laid down. A RIGHT

and JusT action is such a one as
1s ordered and commanded. A
JusT man is such as he is com-
manded to be—qul leges juradue
servat—who observes and obceys
the things luid down and com-
manded.”’ - - - - ** Before there can
beany thing REcT-um, there must
be reg-ens, reg’s, rex, 1.e. qui
or quod reg- zt [ admire, more
than ever, your favourite maxim
of—rex, lea lojuens 5 lex, rex mu-
tus. I acknowicdge the senses he

has given us—the experience of

‘those  senscs and reason (the
“efiect and result of those scenses
and of that cxperience)—to be
the assured festimoeny of Ged g
against which no buwman testimo-
ny ever can prevail.  And 1 think

1 can discover, by the help of

this etymology, a shorter method
of determining disputes betwecen
well-meaning  men, concerning
questions of r1sur: tor,if R1GUT
and JusT moan ordered and com -
manded, we must at once refer to
the order and command ; and to
the wuthority which ordered and
commanded.”—Divers. of Puricy,
Part 1I. p. 7, 8,9, 15, 10.

4. But commands and laws are
uscless without sanctions to on
force them, and sanctions vain
without the power to reward angd
Pupx;sh, Human laws have the

support only of temporal sanc,
tions. Obedience to the divine
will, so far as that ig declared by
the cource aof nature or by revela-
tion, 1s eptforced by the awfy]
sanctions of futarity. Divine and
human laws have this in common,
that they deter from evil b_) thc
fcar_of punishment: toincjte to
good by the hope of reward is,
for the most part, peculiar to the
divine administration.

5. The term right, on one side,
and its veciprocal olligation, on
the other, derive all their signifi.
cance and force from the previous
cstabhshmcm of laws, divine or
human, and from the power of
the ]Cglbldt()l' to compel obedi-
ence, by making the delinquent
suffer for his offences. Rught,
without a r(‘mvdy s obligation,
without a pondl y for the breach
of 1t; and accmmwb/elmss, withe-
out a superior to whom the ac.
count 1s to be given; are words
altogether without -meaning. |t
tollows, therefore, that, let the
station and condition ot a man he
what it may, he has a rght to do
any thing for which he is not ha.
ble to be called to account and
punished. Accordingly, that s
said to be rggdé which is simply
not prohbibited = but here the
plirascology is a lhittle difierent.
We do not say, ¢f is reghe to walk
on cither side of -he street, but |
have a right to do so; nobody
has @ righit to hinder me: on the
Cm;tuuy, it ts not right to drive
my carriage on (lthtl side of a
crowded 10‘1d the law of custom
torbidding 1t.

G. It is obvious that what 18
°ifr//f accoxdlnu (O one code “f
Laws and one sct of legislators,
may be wrong [sce Divers. of Purs
ley, Part U. p- 9.}, according i
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anothér. The laws of fashion,

the laws of honour, the laws of

the realm, differ in their origin,
cnactments, sanctions,
subjects on which they attach ;
but of each of these the force and
binding cfhcacy depends on the
declared will and power of the
legislator to punish their viola-
tion. In like manner, morals and
politics, although from their re-
lation, as a whole to 1ts part,
much more ncarly allied than
whut have been just mentioned,
differ considerably.
of the moral code arc ndividual
men, and chicfly those 1n a pri-
vate station. . The subjects of the
political arc indepcn( ent nations
and communities, acting b} their
proper organs, sovereign princes,
&c. ILuach ot these lel, person-
ally and individually, may, if he
pleases, suffer his political cha-
ractcr and rights to be absorbed
and lcst in what he judges to ke
his moral duties; but he must
take the temporal consequences.
On the other hand, (and it i1s
beyond all comparison of num-
bers the more common case,) he
may sacrificc moral duty to po-
itical rights : of this, too, he
must take the consequences, which
arc not temporal. In morals, the
legislator and the judge 15 Ala
mighty God. In ‘politics,- the
legislation and jurisdiction are,
indced, appointed by him, but,
for purposes, no doubt, infinitely
wise and bencvolent, although to
us inscrutable, entrusted to hu-
man beings, dnd on that account,
liable to the error, imperfection,
and dcplawty of the deposxmnes.
What is right in politics is often
in° morals tlxe reverse.  I'rom his
office, as governor of Judea, Pi-
late had unquestionably*the right

andd the.

The subjects®
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to condemn to death the innocent
Jesus : that he was morally
wrong, and felt himself to be so,
1s evident from all that he did and

sauld.  In every state the magis-
trate, supposing him both to
make and to execute the laws, has

a political right to take cogniza

-ance of religious practices and

when known ard pro-,
mulgated.  Private opinion  he
has no right to controul, and for
this obvious reason, that he has
no power to do so. Whether he
be morally justifiable, in thus inc
terfering with the religion of his
subjects, is a very different ques-
tion with which this discussion
tias, no concern.

7. On the whole it is evident,
that in socicty man has difterent
kinds of rights; personal, domes-
tic, civil, municipal, a,nd politi-
cal ; ll relative to the several
institutions in which they origi-
natc, "and all dependent tor their
cffcct and utility on the power of
those 1nstitutions to enforce them.,
When the power ceases, the right
1s at an end. A famihar c_\(unple
will 1llustrate this. Jura silent
inter arma. In cases where the
civil authority 1is iusufficicnt to
compel obedicnce, military force
takes away civil rights, and suba
stitutes 1ts own in their place.

8. 1If, after the manner of the
Amphictyons of ancient Gre(‘co,
or according to the later project
of the be Lvolent.Abbe de St.
Picrre, the civilized nations of
Furope, or of the world, were to
establish a central diet or cham-
ber of* deputies, to whom all dis-
putes between sovereigns and ig-
dependent states, as well as bea
tween rulers and their subjects,
might be referred, and were to
arm this cliamber with the united

opinions,
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force of the whole confederacy,
its duthority would be paramount.
No question could arise, in which
~kings and states would have long
te sevk for the »ght of the casc.
The reg-ttumy, or recitum, or
rght; would be supplicd by the
central .chamber: just claims
would be supported ¢ the refrac-
tory would be put down : the
strong would not be permitted to
oppress the weak, nor the weak
to comnbine against the strong. It
1s manifest, that this happy state
of things must be ascribed solely
to the power of the central cham-
bery, as to that every thing subor-
dinate would be accountable.

9. Now as there exists-no such
provision as thiis central chamber,

sovereigns and independent states.

arc amcnable to no human tribu-
nal for their conduct. If there
be such a thing as the luw of na-
10718, 1t 18 uscless and lifeless.
The mwonarch, who has at his
command the most numecrous and
best disciplined army, or the most
powerful fleet, laughs at it; nor,
in so doing, 1s he guilty of con-
tempt of any court. 1t, as is al-
most always the case, he can dis-
regard the odium and reclama-
tions excited, hce is at liberty to
commit the most atrocious out-
rages with impunity. In this ca-
lamiteus state of affairs, where are
the rgghts of the oppressed, and
where the wrangs of the oppressor?
—both arce swallowed up by over-
whelming and irresistible power.
10. But it may happen, that
opposing mcans may be miscalcu-
lated. ‘The domestic tyrant may
not be awarc of the spirit and re-
sources of the subjects whom he
purposes to enslave :  the foreign
mvader may be ignorant of the
people he means to subdue. In

Of Right considered as founded on Powen..

cither case, defeat .and disgrace
arc the portion of the aggressor,

T'he right, together, with the pow.

cry 1s transferred to the victorio
ous party, which, becoming in itg.-
turn above all huwan controul,
1s liable to no human responsi..
bility. Fence an obvious infer-
ence may be drawn, that the ob.
ligation to submission, or the right
of. resistance, is to be collected
from comparing their respective
conscquences.  In some cases of
this kind, great wisdoem, and in
others very little, is requisite to
form a just comparison; but, i
all cases, such a comparison is-
the only foundation .of the prac-
tical rule. ¢ There is no point,”
says Mr. Fox, [Hist. of James 11.]
““in human concerns, wherein the
dictates of wvirtue and of worldly
prudence, are so identified, as i
this creat question of resistance
by force tg established govern.
ment.””  Here, perhaps, the rcad-
cr will exclaim,

'11. Is this system to be en.
dured ?—1Is it for a moment to be
tolerated, that all regard to jus-
tice and equal rights shall be cx-
cluded from political transactions
and decisions ? 1 answer, that
this could not happen, unless
those possessed of power were des-
titute of a scnse of moral obliga-
tion and of accountableness to
God: but such, in fact, has hi-
therto been, and such, in all pro-
bability, for ages to come, wil
be the state of the world ;

® Nec magis id nunc est, neec erib

mox, quam fuit ante.’”

I'rom this meclancholy and hu-
miliating spectacle, from.the base-

less, fluctuating, and immoral
poiicy of man, from the rcs

Robnane perituraque regna, the
Christian. philosopher. withdraws
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his regards, and fixes them on
the divine government. He knows
¢hat at the awful tribunal of lLea-
ven, kings and their subjects, the
oppressors and the oppressed, the
victors and the vanquished, must
finally appear. From that tribu-
nal, a .righteous award will be
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made, and the claims of eternak
justice, or, to speak more cor-
rectly, the purposes of infinite bea
nevolence, will be carried intoe-
effect by the operations of un-
limited power. |

I am, &c.

YL AS.

THE ABOLITION OF WAR.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

SIR, |
By inserting the following ani-

mated letter lately received, you

will oblige your constant reader
and humble servant,

Ww. R.

Dear Sir,

Agreeably to my promise I will ex-
tract for you the passage from one of my
sermons, preached at N y
which it seem-, accofded so well with
your feelings and notions on the subject
of peace. N

“ Happily the stain of continuing the
slave trade is wiped from the national
character of Britain. Were the same
unabated perseveramce, losing no sight
of its objcct, and neglecting no lawful
means for its purpose, to be used for the
extirpation of a still feller demon, War,
in every state, in every country, and in
every clime, were its causes and its con-
sequences, its appearances, and its effects,
is Injustice and its impolicy, its evils
and its horrars, continually and  unre-
mittingly presented to mankind by the
friends of peace, by the children of hu-
Mmanity, and by the disciples of Jesus
Christ, forgetting all their differences,
and forming one firm indissoluble band,
in this glorious cause, though the sel-
fhness of individuals may frown upen
the attemipt, and induce them to brand
it with reproaches; who will dare to
%2y that the end might not finally be
#ccomplished, or that by the adoption of
these methods, peace might not .sooner
reign triumphaunt in every region of the
globe ?»

Yet here my dear Sir, is the difficulty,

who will tje the bell about the lion’s
o

- neck; so as to advertise the world that

this indeed is Satan going about, seeking
whom he may devour? The idea was
suggested by perusing. Clarkson’s book
on the abolition of the slave trade. So
mnpressed was I at first by it, that L
scarcely wrote a letter to any corres-
pondent without intreducing it. If an
epistle to —. —. be preserved by him,
you niay find a fuller detail. [have en-
deavoured to fire him with the ambition
of being the Clarkson of a future age
I have introduced the consideration of
the subject into onc of our conversation
societics by a kind of Catholic epistle.
I know not the precise effect, nor am I
very solicitous to knmow it. 1 am satisficd
at present with sowing the acorn, and §
would have a.l others who can, do the
same. The tree of peace must be like
the Britirh oak, strike its roots deep, be
long in rising to maturity before it carm
spread wide, make a goodly shadow,
and shelter families and nations. under
its leaves and branches. There must
therefore be no slackening, no despond-
ing, no abandonment. We must goright
onward though we march but an inch
a day. Nothing else, useful or good
nced to be forsaken even for this glori-
ous purpose. On it let the eye be fixed
as on a distant vista, at the terminatiom
of a noble and delightful prospect, and
then as we approach it, its root wilf
seem rivetted to the centre and it will
appear to tower to the sky. Some may
exclaim, what idle and extravagant and
fruitless enthusiasm, but such exclama--
tions niust be minded no more than so
much vain babbling, the mere whis ling
of the wind. No good cffort can ¢ er
be lost. Centuries may first revoly ,
but the deed may yet be dene. How ¢
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By circulating the best dehortations
sxgainst war, Law’s Reflections, the
"I'reatise of Era:inus translated by Knox,
Warner's Sermwon, &c. &c. hy -hort ex-
tracts disperiecd in every public place,
by :ong- and hymns, by piciures of bat-
tles and warlike instraments with their
effect;, by l:tiers fiom the Friends to
every powcttate and to every statesman
i the wo:ld, &¢. &, Now let them
laugh. Werc but the French emperor
and all his royal competitors and their
ministers Quuaker., pray how far should
we be from the end of eur journey?
Hlow romantic and ridicu:ous, may soine
urge, is theidea! Ee it so. It is not
impossible; and what is not done now,
may be effected in some future time,
and sooner than cold blooded and apa-
thetic selfishness may imagine. I only
say, go on, and the period will come,
when in the noblest and best sense, as
applied to’ universal reformation, peace,
" righteousness, benevolence and religien,
men may sing, Glory to God in the Lighest,
an earth peace, good will among the (hildren

af men. Believe meto be, &c. J. H.

.

Alr. Threlleld and Bishop Sanderson comparcd..

P.S. I wish that Clarksorf’s thoughts
on this subject at the beginning of his
third volume of his Portraituie 6f Qua-

‘kerism might be printed again and againy

in every honest newspaper and maga-~
zine, in every part of the world. Then
a place mizht be found for the lover of
peace. — But though I would have
us all be cnthusiastic at heart in this
nokble canse, any peculiar or sinrular ens
thusiasm of manuner may defer the de-
signed effect.  Innocent honest conform-
ity to the worid's modes, gives strength
and spring, ond influence to any good
cause. They who are too saneuine in
their expectations often too soon despair.
Sensibility toe i1s a lovely and graceful
affection, but it should not be entirely
and always cherished lilze the sensitive
plant: it should be fitted for common
Iife, and the ways of the world, and be
capable of cnduring the open air. It
should be foundctd on reason, graced
with virtue, regulated by prudcnce, and
counfirmed by religion.

et

MR. THRELKELD AND BISHOP SANDLRSON

COMPARED.

o

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

London, Oct. 2, 1SO8.

1 was much centertained with
your ¢ Memoirs of the Rev. T
Threlkeld,””  (from Dr. Barnes’s
funcral discourse,) 1n the Monthly
Repository, volo . p. 1695 and
am fully persuaded that you can-
not take a surer method to make
youl work interesting and popular
than by continuing to Insert in it
frequently, authentic biographi-
cdl accounts.

Mr. Threlkeld’s character re-
minded me of that of Dr. San
Bishop* of Lincoln, as

SIR,

derson,

porttayed by the lively peacil of

Iaac Walton, wno in the eighty
FiEth year of his age, drew up the

and

memoir of his departed  friend,
Between the Bishop and Mr. T
there were several singular coin-
cidences; both possessed a great
wonderful memory ;3 both
disused their memory in preach-
ing; both were extremely fond of
heraldry; and both were bashtul
to a fault. 'I'he memoirs of Mr.
I'hrelkeld are tresh in your readers’
recollection, or may be readily
referred to; the life of the Bishop
is less known; I shall thervefore
make a few extracts irom 1it,
which to some of them probably
may be new, ~

« At theg taking of his degree of
Batchelor of Aits, his Tutor * told the

% Dr. Kirbie, Professor of Hebrew in the University of Oxford, and one of
the tramslators {by James’s appointment) of the common version of the Bible.
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Rector, ¢that his pupil Sanderson had a
metaphysical brain and a matchless memo-
ry; and that he thought he had im-
proved, or made the last so by an as# of
his own invention.” And all the future
employments of his life, proved that his
['utor was not mistaken *,

« 'Thus he went on in an obscure and
quiet privacy, doing good daily both by
word and by deed, as often as any oc-
casion offered itself; yet not so obscure-
ly, but that his very great lecarning,
prudence and piety were much noted
and valued by the Bizhop of his diccese,
and by most of.the nobility and gentry
of that county. (Lincolnshire) By the
first of which, he was often summoned
to preach many visitation sermons, and
by the latter at miany assizes. Which
sermons, though they were much es-
teemed by them that procured and were
fit to judge them, yet they were the
less valued, because be read them, which
he was forced to do; for though he had
an extraordinary memory, (even the art of
it,) yet he had such an inna:e, invinci-
ble fear and baskfulness, that h.s memo-
ry wus ewholly useless, as to the repetition
of bis sermons as he had writ them;
which gave occasion to say, when they
were first printed and exposed to cen-
sure, (which was in the year 1632,)
That the best sermons that wwere ever re
were never pieaibed.’”’

“ About this time his dear and most
intimate f iend, the learned Dr. Ham-
pond, came to enjoy a conversation aund
rest with bim for some days, and did so.
And having forme:ly persuaded him to
trust his exceilent memory, and not read,
bat try to speak a sermou as he had writ
1t; Dr. S.ndersun became so complyant
as to promi-e he would. .Aund ro that
end they two went early the Sunday
following to a neighbourinz minister,
and requested to exchunge a serinon ;5 and
they did so.  And at 2. Sunderson’s go-
g into the pulpit, he gave his sermon
{(which was "a very short one) into the
hand of Dr. Hewmond, intending to
ﬁrcach it as it was writ; but before he
had preached a third pare, Dr. Hummerd
(looking on his sermon as written) ob-
served him to be out, and so lost as to
the matter, that he almost becanze afraid
for him, for it was discernible to man
of the plain auditory : Buc when he had
ended this short rermon, as they two
wilked homeward, Dr. Sanderson said

4 actness.

-
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with muach earnestness, Good Doctor, pive
me my sermon, and krow, that neither y.u,
nor ary man living, shall ever persuade ms
to preach again witbont my book. To whic

“the replj' was, Good Doctor, be not angry ;
jbr if 1 ever persuade you to preach again

without bovk, I will groe you-leave to bura
all thoce 1that I am muster of.”” + ‘

¢ Liis memory was »0 matchless and firm,
as it was only overcome by his bashful-
ness ; fer he alone, or to a friend, could

‘repeat ail the Odes of Horace, all Tully’s

Offices, and much of Fuvenal and Persins
without book; and would say, #he repeti-
tion of one of the Odes of Horace to bimrself,
was to Jim steh music, as a lesson on the
wviol wwas to others. when they pluyed it te
themselves or _frfcna'.x‘ >

“These tiring and perplexing thoughts
begot in him an averscness to enter inte
the toil of considcring and determining
all casuistical points; because duriug
that time, they aeither gave rest to s
body or mind. But though he would
not be always loden with these knorcy
points and distinctions; yet the studv
of old rccords, gene:logies and beraldry,
were a recreation and so pleasing, that he
would 'say they gave rest to' his mind.
Of the la:t of which I have seen twe
remarkable voiumes; and the reader
needs neither to doubt their truth or ex-
) . ' A

¢« There was in his dioccse a minister
of almost his age, that huod been of
Lincol \College, when he left it, who vi-
sited him often, and always welcome,
because he was a man of innocence and
open-heartedness: 'his minister askeil
the Bishop what booxs he studied most,
when he laid the foundaition of his great
and clear learpimz? T'o which his an-
swer wag, that he doclined reading ma-
ny; but what he did read were well
chosen, and recad so often, that he be-
came very famihar with them; and said
they were chiedy three, Aric.t/’s Rb.-
toric, squinas’s Se wuinds Se.nnde, and
Tw'ly, but chiefly his Offices, which he
had not rcad over less than twenty times,
and could at this age (735,) say- without
book. And told him also, the lcarned
civilian Dr. Zoxch, {aho dicd lately) had
writ Lilementa *furt prudentie, which was
a book that he could ulso say without
book ; and that no wise man could rcad
it too often, or love, or commend tog
much; and told him the:e had been his
toil.  But for humsclf, hc always had a

* The copy of Bishop ganderson’s life in my posscssion, (the first edition) is

hot paged,
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natural love to genealogi:'s and heraldry ;
3nd that when his thoughts were har-
rassed with any perplext studies, he left
off, and turned to them as a recrecation;
and that his very recreation had made
him so perfect in them, that he could
in a very short time give an account of
the descent, arms, and antiquity of any
family of the nobility er gentry of this
" mation.’

The memory of the Bishop was

_ mot it is probable so comprchen-

sive as Mr. Threlkeld’s; but it
appears to have been wonderful,
In taste the Bishop excelled Mr.’
T'. as much as he fell short of him
in memory; and in sound judg-
sment he was reckoned in his day
to be without an equal. He was
sonsulted as an able and profound
casuistfar and near. Theunhappy
Charles I. made him, by the adviece
of -Archbishop Laud, one of his
chaplains. and advised with him
in his ditficulties, and always

carricd his comnscience, as he said.
to hear him preach ;—and (whm’;
1s more decisive of his emingg
wisdom) the celebrated Alr. B()yle
offered him a pension of 50/ 4
year (before his elevation to hig
bishoprick) if he would write
cases of consctence for the gnod of

posterity. The study of casuistry

(notwithstanding Dr. Johnson’s
gibe at it*) produced no ill effect
obh him; for he was charitable and
generous, upright and conscien.
tious, and diffident and humble
1n as great a degree at least, as
Dr. Barnes represents Mr. Threl.
keld to have been. |
Wishing these parallel charac.
ters may be often paralleled by
Bishops and Dissenting tninisters,
I am, Sir, |

EPISCOPLUS,

S —ag——

GENERAL ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF THE DOCTRINE OF
MATERIALISM.

e I y——

1st. Tt must be admitted that
there 1s no known impossibility 1n
matter being rendered perecptible;
such a being as man may be sim-
ply constituted of the dust of the
earth: and if #t be poscible to
form such a being cut ot the dust

than that the ¢.dust of the ground’
should be copverted into flesh and
blood, or that the same materials
should constitute the beautiful
system of vegetation.

3rd. The exquisite structure
of the human frame is so wonder-

of the ground, it is highly proba- f#/ that we cannot hesitate n as-

ble that be is so constituted: as
we cannot conceive of any motive
by which the Dcity would be ac.
Fuated to supceradd any unncces-
sary principle in the system of
human intelligence.

2nd. An organized system of
matter bewing rendered capable ¢
percepiion, is nol more surprising

cribing perception to it; nor can
we assign any good reason why
the Dcity should have constituted
our frames so wonderfully if mat-
ter cauld not ‘be rendercu percep-
tible.

4th, A1l the organs of sense

" are constituted of matter: every

PQY-qution of the mind 1s cithc;

# The Doctor with oracular emphasis, somewhere I think pronounces, th#
geo man studies casuistry till he wishes te evade his.duty.
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immediately or ultimately acquir-
ed through these scnses:—:f man
were: destitute. of these material
senses, he would be little superior
to a plant or a trec.

5th. The different states of
man from the cradle to the grave,
contnibutc much to increase the
evidence in favour of simple ma-.
teriality :—we  perceive that the
mind and the body gradually
stiengthen and dechine together:
at the middle period of life, when
the body 1s the most (’btabllbhcd, the
intellectual powers are the most
invicorated, the memory is the
most rctentive, the reasoning pow-
ers are capable of greater rescarch,
so that a clear perception and an
unimpairca brain, whetherin the
lower or the higher walks of life,
are found to go together. '

6th. Bodlly deblluy occasi-
ons mental debility : persons who

give themselves up to voluptuous- -

ness, and thereby destroy the
powers of their bodies, equal-
ly impair the facultics of their

minds; from this we sce that the

nervous system 1s intimately cone
nected with the seat of sensation,
and in shornt, that the whole of
the pereeptive system is material :
anmmortal spirir, possessing no
one common property with mat-
ter, could not degenerate in its
fd(.ulm:, in conscquence of  the
Injurics sustained by matter.

7th.  Suspended  animation,
swoons, sound sleep, and indceed
every st.lte which resembles death,
is proved from fact and cexperi-
tnce to be an unconscious one,
and of course dceath itself, which
is a complete dissolution of the
Powers, inust be so: and if the
soul be unconscious dunnn the
slcep of death, its nmnoruhty is
ot wortlr “contending . tor, the
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grounds for a future life being ‘al-
together independent of this hy-
pothosls. ,

8th. Is it not strange! and at
least paradoxical! to represent
beings, whose foundation s wn the:
dust, and who are crushed becfore:
the moth, as being nawrally im<
mortal »» the scriptures always
speak of man-as being corruptible
and subject to death !

9th. . He who created us, and
who Anoweth whercof we are made,
has declared in the most positive
manner what man is, and what he
1s destined to be—*¢ 1Just thou art,
and unto dust shalt thou retura!”,

10th. The testimony of pood
men, of patriarchs and prophets
concerning themselves, shews the
antiquity and mcre‘ms the ovi.
dence in favour of this' simple -
philosophy. — ¢ Behold 1 have
taken upon me to speak to the
Lord,” says the patriarch  Abra<
ham, ¢ who am but dust and
ashes.” “Thou knowest whereof
we are made: thou rememberest
that we are but dust,”” said the
pious psalmist.  Elibu in his cona
versation with Job respecting the
divine dispensations, which he
was attempting to justify ; with a
view to divest hinsclf of self-im-
portance, and to conciliate “the
attention of his friend, declares,
¢ 1 also am formed out of the
clay.”” And in like manner Job
himsclf expresses_the same thing;
¢ Remember I bescech thee thit
thou hast made me as the clay,
and wilt thou bring e into dust
againi’?

11th. The scripture reprea
sentation of death is 1in favour of
the material hypothesis, as may
be collected from very many pas-
sages.  To nstange a few :-—The
afflicted Joby 1p the moment ot
A
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itmpatience, expresses a wish that
death had stepped in.at the very
dawn of life, and put a period to
his rising existence,—* For’’ then
says he, ¢¢ should I now have laid
still and been quiet, I should have
slept: then had I been at rest,
with kings and counsellors of the
earth,”’ &c.—\With this agree the
words of the psalmist; - ¢¢ Put not
your trust in princes, nor in the
son of man, in whom there 1s no
help. His breath gocth forth, he
returncth to his earth: in that
very day his thoughts perish.”
'To the same purpose it is express-
ed 1in the book of Ecclesiastes that
¢¢ the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any
thing :—Their love, and their
envy, and their hatred is now pe-
rished ; theretfore, — whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do 1t with
all thy might: for there 1s no
work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom in the grave, whither
thou goest.”” Inthe book of Job
it 1s declared ¢ that man dieth
and wasteth away; yea, man giv-
cth up the lite, and where is he?
As the waters fuil from the sea,
and the flood decayeth and drieth
up; so man lieth down and riseth
not, till the heavens be no more;
they shall not awake, nor be rais-
cd out of their sleep.” To the
same purpose 1s the language of
king MHezekiah, when restored
from the depth of affliction; <€ ]
said, I shall not see the Lord,
cven the Lord in the land of the
Iiving: 1 shall behold man no
more with the, inhabitants of the
world. — For the grave cannot
praise thee, - death cannot celebrate
thee: theythat go down into the pit
cannot hope for thy truth:—the
living, the living, he shall praise
thce as 1 do this day.”” The
death -of a man and the death

of a beast are represented by So-
lomon as differing in nothing, ex-
cept that the former may in_dulg'c
a hope which the latter has not
intellect to realize. Beasts are
unable to anticipate death @ theiy
present happiness is not in the
least interrupted by the dread of
it: as they have nothing to fear,
_so they have nothing to hope for.—
'They arc incapable of moral dis
cernment and improvement; their
highest gratifications are sensual,
and to render these complete, the
author of nature has made every
provision In their favour. 1n the
New Testament, death 1s repre.
sented as a sleep, a rest, &c,
The terms mortality, corruption,
&c. frequently occur: without
the resurrection,. death is repre.’
sented as an hopeless state!

12th. From the great stress
that the scriptures of the New
Testament lay upon a future re.
surrection, it may rairly be inferr-
ed, that it is in conscquence of
this event, that we can hope here-
after to ecxist. Consciousness
without existence is what a child
knows to be impossible: and that
the existence of the body should
be essential to consciousness, 1s a
manifest proof, that perception
inheres in a material organization.

‘The resurrection is a doctrine
of such great importance to man-
kind, that the Divine Being thought
proper to exemplify it in the per-
son of Jesus Christ, and indeed’
the whole Christian dispensation
clearly ascertains this doctrine.
It was the publication of this
great truth, that tended so greatly
to moralize the world; by this,
the carly Christians were comfort-
cd and cstablished ;- they endured
cvery hardship and privation, to
which their profession exposed
them with patience and serenity,
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boping to ¢‘obtain a better resur-
rection.” . . L
- 13th. The New Testament
plainly declarcs, that we are all to
be judged 1n ¢ the day of- the
Lord,”? according to the deeds
done in our body, whether they
have been good or bad: but a
state -of consclousness . between
death and the resurrection must
make some alteration in our moral
state 3 unless we suppose it -to be
entirely an 1nactive one, which
would bc a very arbitrary suppo-
sition : but that the future judg-
ment ‘should not recognize this
state in any degrce, is one argu-
ment amongst many, in favour of
its unconsciousness:—A state in
which we know nothing, and do
nothing, can involve nothing!

- 14th. The miracles which our
Saviour and his apostles wrought
1n raising the dead to life, are in
favour of this doctrine; to in-
stance but one of thesey viz. the
resurrection uf Lazarus, the friend
of Jesus and his disciples.. Can
we suppose that our Sayiour
would have recalled the virtuous
Lazarus from the mansionsof bliss
and immortality, to replace him
Ina situation which would expose
him to all the difficulties which
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he had happily escaped? Can we
suppose that Lazarus would have
left this state without expressing
some regret at his being recalled,
or at least' making some instanta-
ncous report of what he had
heard and seen; to all of which,
the history affords not the slightest

allusion? Can we suppose that

our Saviour, would have comfort-

ed Martha, the sister of Lazarus,

with the mere assurance ¢¢that

her brother should rise again,”

and that therefore she need ¢¢ not

sorrow as one without hope” when

he could have relieved her distress

more effectually by informing her
that the loss -of her brether had
led to his immediate gainj;—that

he was not really dead; but that

his spirit had escaped from -his
body, and taken its flight to the

realms of immortality? Or lastly,

can we suppose that Martia

would have consoled herself with
the simple persuasion that her

¢¢ brother’’ should ¢ rise again’ at

the last day?’..if she had  possesss

ed the common belief of .a cdna

scious intermediate State? ‘We are

at a loss to account for every cir-

cumstance which this miracle in-

volves, if the commmon hypothesis
be -true! -

[T'0 be concluded in our next.]

LETTERS TO MR.(NOW.BISHOP) BURGESS, ON THE TESTIMONY OF
THE JEWS TO THE PERSON OF CHRIST. LETTER VIII,

—

SIR,

You have heard, that Galileo
was confined in'the Inquisition for
asserting, that “the earth moved
Jound its axis; and the variety
of observations, which proved the

truth of his assertions, as well as’

the ease with which he solved the
appearances in the heavens, failed
S

of satisfying both the priests and
the philosophers of his time. His
theory is now adopted in every
part of Europe, and taught pub-
licly in Rome by professors, who
declare their unfeigned assent and
consent to the decrees of the
popes, which condemi such sen.
timents as unscriptural and blas.

4
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phemous. ‘This instance of hu-
man folly prevents me from: ex-
pecting that the progress of truth
should at. any time be rapid,
though it will overcome at ithe
last, ‘The belief of the divinity
of Christ is as absard as any fable
in -the heathen mythology. 1
have proved to you, that ncither
Jesus nor his cotemporaries bes
hieved it: but when I have done
this, and proceed to shew you,
‘that our Saviour himself in_ the
most explicit terms contradicts
such a nouon, I amn far from exa
peaclmg you readily to submit to
him. "The. hand of power has
compcllcd and the faseination of
intercst induced the many in eve.
ry age and country, to acquicsce
in the most striking absurdities:
add to this the natural indolence
of man, much more ready to take
upon trust than to examine his
opinions, and we neced not be
surprized at the prevalence of a
belief, which contradicts the first
principles of natural and 1evea.lcd
religion.

I might ﬁll this letter, and
twenty more, with passages of
scripture, in which our Saviour
acknowledges in the plainest terms
bhis inferwority to God. e testia
fied, that there was oanly onc
God his father, fromm whom he
received every thing—who had
sent him to the Jews—to whom
he taught his disciples to pray,
and to whom he prayed most
tervently himsclf.  To conccive,
that o being should pray to ano-
ther for blcssums, 1s absurd, un-
less the one was inferior to the
other.  Our Saviour taught, that
therc is no one good but. th:: one
God, who bhad uuﬂht him many
‘thm«rs, but had kcpt SOINC .CON-
cealed from bhim; that he coulid

O the Testimony of the Jews to the Person }gf Christ.

do nothing of himself; that he
came not in his own name, nor
to do his own - will—but to cxc.
cute the commands of God. Now

“how can these things be reconcil.

ed to truth; 1f* 3eaus was at the
same ‘time God? how could hLe
be 1gnorant of any thing, if he
had lived from all eternity? You
invent.a fiction, that he was both
God and man.. But where does
Christ speak this language? and
what - dependence can. we have
upon a persori, who puts on twe
characters, and leaves us to find
out what suits the one, and what
the other, just as lt may auswer
his purpose.

Besides how could you make
so absurd a division? Could God
lic in the womb of a woman, be
born, grow like other children,
and at last die on a cross? At
the moment of his decath could
he say, Father, into thy hands I
commend my spirit? Was his
spirit, thatfancied immaterial sub.
stance, you suppose resident in
man, divided into two sorts, the
on¢ human and the other God?
Pray what became of the God
spirit, at that moment? Was he
playing the fool with mankind,
in so awful an hour, commeudmg
one spirit to the othm? How
shocknm}y absurd and impious 1
this notion of the divinity of
Christ? To what strange vagaries
docs it not lead its advocates?
Christ, like a pious man, resigned
his breath to his father’s will,
and in the same hopes, which
every Christian now has, of &
restoration to life.

When he was restored to life
did the God, spirit again come in-
1o his body? If it did, how could
he mock his d:scnples, by saying,
1 go to my fathicr and to your fa-
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ther, to my God and to your God?
Before his death he spoke of his
going 1o God: after his resurreca
tion, ‘his language is the same.
He disappeared from the sight of
his discigles,. the same Jesus, with
whom they had conversed, and
whoimn they had seen expiring, and
now resides in some remote regi-
on, waiting the time appointed
by his father, when he shall again
return to .the ecarth, and converse
with his fellow creatures.

Let me intreat you Sir, to con-
sider attentively these circum-
stances, and to examine without
prejudice, what the scriptures say,
instead of paying regard to the
reveries of any eccentrical divines.
If it is an honour to restore a
mutilated phrase n an ancient
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author, how much greater 1s it,
to eradicate pernicious errors, and
‘to promote the cause of truth and
virtue! Your abilities qualify you
for .an accurate perusal of the
scriptures in the original lan.
guages: but your sermon cona
vinces me, that you have never
made the subject of the divinity
of Christ a principal object in
your rescarches.  IExamine them
again and by themselves. [t will
be no disgrace to you to confess
your mistakes; and let it not be
said, that a pen, - which might
have been serviceable to mankind,
should be prostituted in sapport
of a metaphysical system, the
ofispring of dark ages, and of a
wicked and interested church. .
1 remain, Sir.

i4

un

PR. WATTS'’S TRINITARIAN PARADOXES ; COLLECTED FROM HIS
‘ / PSALMS AND ILHYMNS.

L

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

Digberwort, Wilts,
SIR, April 6, 1808.

No books, 1 believe, have more
generally found their way into the
habitations of the poor, than
““ Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress,”
* Hervey’s Meditations,” ¢ The
Assembly’s Catechism,” and ¢ Dr.
Watts’s Psalms and Hymns;”’
these last, in particular, are 1n
almost every poor person’s hands,
and I know it to be a fact, that
their authority is by some ac-
counted nearly equal to that of
the Bible. Impressed with this
idea, I had the curiosity lately to
make a certain cxperilnent : 1. e.
to try what sort of a creed should
1 form, if I grounded it on these

* ‘M. Reépas.

popular compositions, instead of
the word of God. llaving col-
lected together the most particu-
lar expressions of the doctor, on
the . Trinety, the satisfaction of
Christ, &c. I found, upon exa-
mination, that the substance of
my crecd would be contained in
the following articles, and they
may, I think, like your friend
Laicus’s late communication®, be
justly denominated ¢ Trinitarian
Paradoxes.”

Before, however, I give you
these paradoxical articles, it is
proper to premise, that it is fur
from being my intention to deroe
gatce from the merits of Dr. Watts,
as a divine or scholar: I am as

vol. it. p. 533.
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rcady as any one to allow him the
« character of a learned, pious, and
usctul man,
 beauty of the greater part of his
« poctical compositions ;3 but, like
other great mcn, he had his ble-
mishes, which, though but few,
in comparison with his excellen-
cies, were nevertheless of such a
magnitude that it is much to be
regretted, by every friend ' to ra-
tional religion, that he should
have retained them so long; and
that, dfter he became convinced
of better things, he did not live
long enough to accomplish what
be so much wished s V1Z. & com-
plete . revisal of his Psalms and
Hymns : what a proof it would
have becen of the strength of his
mind; what service to the cause
of pure Christianity; and what a
prevention of those absurd notions
which his Psalms and Hymns, in
their present state, have contri-
buted so much to perpetuate a-
mong the lower classes of society !
But here 1s the proposed creed.

N.B. To prevent confusion by
a multiplicity of figures, I have
only referred to the pages in Bur-

der’s edition, by which any psalm-

or hymn may casily be found.

I. Our Maker 1s our God
alone; ¢ No other God beside
him 1s to be owned or adored”’
(page 104), yet there are two
other persons or beings to be
owned, viz. the Son and Spirit,
each of whom is God and a pro-
per object of adoratl()n !

¢ Thus God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, we adore ”
(P.436.)
Sce, the Doxologics at
large.
- II. God 1s a ¢ Holy One,’
and yet a * Sacred Three,” i. e.

he is indivisible, but yet dxwdcd 1!

also,

and to admire the

(p. 385),

- Maker’’ of the

- Dr. Watts*’s Trirttarian Paradoxes.

Compare ' page 241 with' 257,
&c. &c.

ITII. The Lord our Maker is
¢ the highest €od”? (p. -350), or
‘¢ God most high”’ (p. 196). He
1s far above all his creatures (p.
360), *¢ yet there 1is one of hu.

man race,” i. €. a creature, ‘that

claims *¢ a full equality with hiin.”
(P. 350.) '

IV. Christ 1s not only equal
with the Father, but in some re.
spects vastly superior :to him,
>T'was Christ that “¢ quenched his
Father’s flaming sword”” (p. 357),
«“ Calm’d his frowning face” (p.
385), brought him to ¢ smile
again” (p. 390), and prevailed
on: him to ¢¢ lay his fury by.”
The Father’s name 1s VEXGEANCE
but - Christ 1s ¢ the
dearcst of all the names above”
(p. 405).

V. God, who is an immutable
spirit, ¢ condesccnded to be born,”
and ¢ came to be suckled” (p.
339 and 238). ¢ The Mighty
worlds, and the
ever-diving Jechovah, not only suf-
fered stripes and wounds, but
was actually crucified, uttered his
¢¢ last groans,”’ and dled 1Y- The
helper of the distressed was once
In ¢ deep distress” himself (p 95
and 300).

* When God, the mxghty Maker, died
For man, the creature’s sin.”

(P. 326.)

¢ The eternal God cemes down and
bleeds,

‘To nourish dying worms,” (P. 430.)

See also pages 238, 306, 323,
333, 338, 339, 384, 432, &c.

\’I He who is God over all,
and an underived Being, has, ne-
vertheless, a God over him, and a
I'ather to whom he prays! (P.
62, 125, 266, 371.)

VII Jehovah is a ¢ forgiving
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God” (p.23). He forgives pure-
ly on confession, and for ‘“ his own,
agodness” sake” (p. 37 and 43);
and he has ¢ erected a throne of
erace freely to dispense his par-
doris”’ (p. 190). Yet all these
pardons are bought of him at an
immense - price (p. 189), and he
reeeives a tull payment for our
salvation (p. 425). ¢ All our
hopes begin from the mercy of
God,” yet we should have bcen
utterly hopeless without the ¢ pur-
chase of Christ’'s death !”  (P.
297-) _ |
VIII. The Great God himself
was at one and the same time, the
sucrifice -that was offered, the
priest that did offer it, and the
Being to whom it was offered!!
In other words, God Aimself, of.
fcred up himself, to himself ! )/

« Aaron must lay his robes away,
His mitre and his vest,

When God himself comes down to be
The off’ring and the priest.”

(P. 328.)

IX. The same Being that Aears
prayer, is engaged Zn praying
“ for us above.”” (P. 183, 328.)

X. God greatly loved and
highly exalted bhis son; regarded
him as his ¢¢ eternal darling”
(p. 378) ; yet he put him to great
pam (p. 369), picrced him with
the €¢ sharpest smart” (p. 426),
and  was exceedingly delighted
with the sound of ¢¢ his dying
groans’’ on the cross !!

‘“ His dying groans, his living songs,
Shall better please my God

Than harp or trumpet’s solemn sound,
‘Than goats’ or bullocks’ blood.”

(P. 96.)

XI. No manner of comfort
could be found in God till he ap-
Peared in human flesh, about
tighteen centuries ago; yet David
and all the patriarchs and pro-
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phets found every comfort in him-
long before that period !!
¢« Till God in human flesh T see,
My thoughts no comfort find
‘The holy, just, and sacred Three

Are terror to my mind.”
(P. 406, compared with 97 and 86.)

- XII. God is three persons i
one nature, and Christ i1s fwo na-
tures in one person!! (P. 239,
437.) |
XIII. There were two divinities
pertaining to Christ; one of thein
left him when in the agonies of
death, but the other remained be-
hind to support him,
¢¢ His soul, what agonies it felt,
When his own God withdrew !
(P. 430.)
¢ But the divinity within
Supported him to bear.”
(Same page.)
Such is the creed, Sir, which I
think may be fairly deduced from
Dr. Watts’s far-famed Psalms and
Hymns : it embraces, as you seé,
no other subjects than the Triuity,
and the deity and satisfaction of
Christ; other topics are omitted
for the sake of brevity; but I
guess that, short as it is, 1t is pa-
radoxieal and perplering cnough
to induce you to exclaim ¢ Cire-,
dat insanus non ego!—Lct me
tell you, Sir, that after I had
skerched out its articles, and had
seen what they amounted to, I
was glad enough to shift my
ground again, and recur for relief
to the Holy Scriptures; the words
of Mr. Lindscy, at the same time,
very forcibly struck my mind :
¢¢ How thankful ought we to
be for the good sense and simpli-
city of the gospel of Jesus, which
leads us by no such dark and in-
tricate roads to heaven !’ |
A few observations shall now
close my letter. |
1. Though Dr. Watts’s book
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embraces a great variety of sub-.

jects, it 1s somewhat surprizing
that i1t does not contain so much
as one Psalm or Hymn ecxpressly
on the subject of The One God 7 !
but there are several on the sub.
ject of the Trinity 5 yea, the doc-
tor tells us that he could not
¢ persuade himself to put a full
period to his hymns” without ad-
dressing songs of praise, in various
metres, to God, the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. s conscience,
it scems, would have stung him
had he been guilty of such an
omission ; but how his conscience
permitted him so much to negleet
the important doctrine of the di-
vine Unity, I am at a loss to con-
ceive.  Certain it is, however,
that on that subject he 1s so very
sparing, that I have not becen able
to find such words as ¢ Ioly
One” or “¢ Lofty One” maore
than twice in all the ‘book ;3 but
such ¢xpressions as the ¢ Sacred”
or ‘“ Blessed Three” met my eye
m almost cvery page!  Ah!
thought I, how different is this
from the Bible, where the words
*“ Holy One”” occur in scores of
places, but the terms ¢¢ Sacred
"Three,”” not once, from Genesis
to the Revelation !

2. It has often struck me that
Trinitartans arc in the habit of
over-stepping their own belief ;
3. ¢. of using words which express
much_ wmore than they @n reality
do believe. It we ask any of them
m their cool dispassionate mo-
mcents, Do they believe that the
Godhead  actually sutiered and
died 2 they would answer—No;
and yet nothing is more common
than to hear them speak of a suf-
fering, o erucified, or a dying
God. Such expressions abound
in Dr. Watts’s Hymn Book ; if]

L
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then, it 1s their belief that the
sufferings and death of Christ were

~merely human; we may fairly ask,

Why do you use words which
convey a contrary mecaning ?

I have also observed, that they
are much 1 the habit of violat.
1ng most, if not all, of the highe
sounding pretensions which they
are so fond of making. One of
these pretensions is, *¢ that as the
two natmres in Christ are quite
distinct, great care should be tak-
en not to confound them in our
meditations or discourses :” but
do they themselves obscrve the
rule? no: for nothing is more
common than to sec many of
them put man for God and God
for man: thus, in Dr. Watts’s
Ilymns, the divine nature takes
the place of the human, and
suckles a virgin—

¢ This Infant is the Mighty Ged,

Come to be sucki’d and adoer’d;”
(P. 238,)
And, on the other hand, the hu.
man nature occupics the place ot
the divine and-reccives adoration!

“ This is the man, the exalted man,

Whom we unseen adore.”

(P. 375.)
Another of their pretensions 1s
““ to be very scrupulous in main-
taining a strict equality between
the Father and the Son ;>° bat 15
1t not well known, that their ge-
neral practice quite destroys this
supposcd equality 2 Do they not
uniformly raise the Son much
higher than the Father in point of
complacency, pity, or goodness?
What then becomes of the equa-
hty? ‘The truth is, it 1s lost : for,
from the generality of Trinitaran
prayers and sermons, it would
appear, as if the Son was. cvery
thing and the Father nothing.
3. How obscure and uvuintcl-
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ligible is the general language of
Trinitarians, how difficul: to af-
fix any meaning toit! A remark-
able instance of this obscurity is
to be seen in their statement of
the doctrine of satisfaction : Dr.
Watts, like many others, brings
forward the idea that the Son
quenched the flame of divine
wrath ; but if we ask, when did he
guench it? we meet with the
most contradictory answers that
can possibly be conceived of. One
hymn tells us, that it was when
Christ came down from heaven :

« But all was mercy, all was mild,

And wrath forsook the throne,

When Christ on the kind errand came,
And brought salvatien down.”’

(P. 382.)
Another hymn says, that it was
when Christ died on the cross:
«“ Appeas'd stern justice on the tree,
And then arose to God.” (P. 342.)
But a third hymn contradicts
both these opinions, and shews us
that the flame was not extinguish-
ed (at least not completely) till
Christ ascended !
« Well, the Redeemer’s gone
T’appear before our God,

To sprinkle o’er the flaming throne
With his atoning blood.” (P. 341.)

Now, Mr. Editory what can
we make of all this? Isit not
a most barefaced contradiction ?
For if ¢¢ all was mild,”” and
“ wrath had forsaken the throne,”
when Christ descended, how could
it be a ¢ flaming throne” again,
when he ascended? 1In fact, 1
consider this contradiction as suf-
ficiecnt to Iinvalidate the whole
argument ;- for were any witness,
In giving cvidence before a court

concerning any particular trans--

action, to vary so much in staling
the ¢ime of it as to mention three
different days, at a considerable

Vor. III. 4

“wrath as the other !
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distance from each other, no per-
son, I believe, would consider his
evidence as cntitled to the least
credit. ‘

Again, there is an instance of
great obscurity in their description
of the three persons. 1 have
been always led to understand,
from the general language of Tri-
nitarians, that the Son, indepen-
dent of the veil of human flesh,
1s Rot so terrific a person as the
Father; or, in other words, that
the I'ather is the most tremendous
of all the three persons : but there
iIs omne -‘stanza in Dr. Watts’s
Hymns that quite overturns that
notion, and shews us that when
unqualified by poor humanity, alf
the three persons are equally tre-
mendous ! 1. e. one s as full of
I'hat stanza,
though cited already, shall be re-
peated : '

¢« Till God in human flesh I sce,

My thoughts no comfort find;

The holy, just, and sacred Three

Are terror to my mind.”

4. It is rather curious that Dr.
Watts, after exhibiting such ab-
surdities, should presume, in so
exulting a manner, to cast re-
proachces upon the poor deluded
heathens, in such lines as these :

¢ JI.ct the old heathens tune their songs
Of great Diana and of Jove.’” |

(P.333.)
When I first read them, I was
naturally led to expect some fine
lincs on the superiority of Christi-
anity to cvery other system of
religion, similar to what the doc-
tor actually bhas in the 119th
Psalin; but judge how great was
my disappointment when I found
the very next stanza beginning in
this manner: |
¢¢ Behold, a God descends and dies ! 1"

In truth, I could not repress
L.
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the following indignant effusion:
*“ Ah! doctor, if this be your
Christianity, you really -have no
roproaches to cast on the hea-
-thens 3 their stories concerning
their fighting, wounded, and bleed.-
g gods, arc not a whit more
absurd than yvour’s, concerning
the mighty Creator dying for the
sin of the creaturc! nor will an
impariral mind discover any thing
more gross in ihceir description of
the Intant Hercules at the breast
ot Juno, than in the tollewing
couplct of your’s:

Mr. Dilluyn on the Cévilezation of the Indians.

« This Infant is the Mighty God;
Come to be suckled and ador’d.”
- Your’s, &c.
ANTITRINITARIAN.

P.S. 1In case of your inserting
the above, I may at a future op.
portunity transmit to yoa another
lot of T'rinitarian Paradoxes, col.
leeted from Hervey’s Descant up.
on Creation; but I fear that some
of your readers witl be disposed
to comparc me to the spider that
15 sald to colleet poison from the
very samre flewers from which the
industrious bee sucks his honey.

MR. DILLWYN ON THE CIVILIZATION OF THE INDIANS IN

. INORTH

AMERICA.

S,

To the Editor of the Moenthly Re'po:sit‘o;-'_y.~

Tpswach, 11 Mo, 8, 1808.
Observing in a late number of
the Repository, some strictures
on the conduct of the people call-
ed Quakers, in relation to their
recent endeavours for the civili-

s

tempt,. I request room for the
following observations, founded
on a more Intimatc acquaintance
than the author (J. Brookes) scems
to possess, with the history of the
transactions alluded to.

zatton of the Indians in North
America®; imputing to them an
arrogant pretension to the exclu-
sive merit of the benevolent at-

In offering them 1 should have
been much assisted, had J. B-
spectfied the particular passdiges t
on which he grounds the charge,

* These endeavours are the subject of two Pamphlets; one entitled <« A Brief
Account of the Proceedings of the Committee, appointed in the year 1795, by the
Yeariy meeting of Friends of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, &c. for promoting the-
improvement and gradual civilization of the Indian natives.”’—Philadelpbia,
printed; London, re-printed by Phillips and Fardon, George Yard, Lombard
Street, 1806:—the other, “ A Brief Account of the Proceedings of the Com-
mittee, appointed by the Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in Baltimore, for
promoting the improvement and civilization of the Indian Natives.,”” Baltimore,
printed; L.ondon reprinted, as the former.

4 This he has wholly neglected to do, and I am unable to discover any such
pasiages. Onsthe other hand, [ find that the Report of the Pennsylvania Com-
mittce opens thus: ¢« The committee after freely conferring on the objects of
their appointinent, and carefully considering the means most likely to promote
them, believed it proper to learn the disposition of the various tribes in the
vicinity of this State, and prepare their minds for the reception of the intended
aid. With this view, circular letters from the Committee were, in 1796, ad-
dressed to various tribes; accompanied with one from the Secretary of State,
expressive of the appiobation of the executive government of the United States.
As this passage shews that the undertaking was not without the early countenance
of the rovernment, so another gives due credit to the views of the President. It
vipart of an Address from the Deputation of the Baltimore Committee to a Courn-
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that “¢ the Quakers in their pub-
lications on the subject, claim
the credit of the rational mode of
civilization, which is now carry-
ing on among the Indians in the
United States of America, with-
out any reference to its govern-
ment;” and that by thus with-
holding , honour from those to
whom honour is due, they have
incurred the guit of ¢ injustice
and piracy in the moral world.”
A superficial perusal of the pub-
lications quoted in the foregoing
note, might have sufficed to pro-
tect the pcople called Quakers
from so heavy and groundless an
imputation.

With respect to the supposed
fuct which J. B. understood from
a “* Commititee of three Quakers”
on a mission to the Miami and
Delaware Indians, in 1802, it is
clear, ¢f" he ¢s correct, that they
must indeed have cpmmitted them-
selves in the assertion, that the
Quakers had had a legacy left
them of the sum of 5000!. to be
applicd towards Qivilizing the In-
dians, (whether by onc of their
own cominunity i1s not mentioned.)
Of the falschood of this, the least
mquiry in Philadclqhia or Balti-
mdre would have enabled J. B. to
judge. I am confident that no
legacy or gift of such an amount,
or any thing mnear it, was ever
contributed by any individual to
the purpese in ‘question. The
much larger sum expended 1n it
was turnished in America by the
bounty of individuals, and mostly

-~
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in small sums. And about 70C04.
sterling, since committed to thew
disposal by the Socicty of the
Fricnds in this nation, including
some small donations from others
who voluntarily requested 1o sub-
mit them to the samne appropria=
tionn, was raised in the same man-
ner:; none of the contributions
exceeding one hundred guineas,
and very few being of half that
value. J. B. is also under a
great mistake, 1if he supposes that
the first proccedings in this im-
portant undertaking were not
much anterior to the year 1802.
Papers in my possesston, were
I now at home to refer to them,
would furnish  abundant facts
which yet more clearly refute
J. B.’s charges; but I am willing
to hope, the perusal of the few'l
have oftered, will saticty him they
have been too hastily advanca{
To appreciate strictly the merit
which any body of men, civil or
rchigious, may exclusively assume
for the late benevolent exerticns
i favour of the aboriginal inha-

Dbitants ot the forests ot America,

would be a tusk as mvidious as
uscless. Much is certainly due
to the government of the United
States, whose humane system for
ameliorating the condition of the
natives within their Iimits, and of
which the Friends in America,
have publicly declared  their
thankful sense, in a late Address
to the President, reflects on ivthe
highest honcur, and as its wise
institutions have essentially facihi-

g

cil of Indians, in 1804: “ We believe, Brothers,” say the persons deputed, ¢ that
it is in the heart of your Father, the President of the United States, to assist his
Red Children in the cultivation of the earth, and to render'them services which

will be g'reatly for their benefit and welfare.

We hope that your exertioms.to

change your present mode of living, will be so plain to him that he will see them.
'*'his will encourage him to continue to aid you in your endeavours. "—DRaltimaje

HCrount, p. 31,

e



604

tated the exertions of the bene-
volent, (which had certainly ex-
isted for more than a century,)
the really benevolent of every
name or party will “¢ thank God,
and take courage’ in continuing
them.

1 not only concur with J. B.
in thinking that a preceding cor-
respondent of the Repository is
under a mistake with respect to

Remarks upon 1 Cor, v. 1.

the pecuniary aid of the Ameri.
can government, but I assert that
its liberal provisions were never
‘committed to the disposal of the
Society of the Friends; and [
apprehend the mistake has arisen
from the President’s having ap.
pointed one or more of the mem.
bers of that Society as his agents
on that occasion. |

WiIiLLIAM DILLWYN.

—— ey o ¥ —_—
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‘BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

——

REMARKS UPON 1 CcoRr. v. -1.

o

To the Lditor of the Monthly Repository.

1. Cor. v. 1. I¢ is reported
commonly that there is fornication
among you, and suck fornication
as is not even named evenw among
the Gentiles, that one should have
(i. e. marry) lhis father's wife.
The persons guilty of the gross
immorality here noticed, posscss-
ed, 1t scems probable, some con-
sequence. ‘Their wealth and in-
fluence afford a sufficiem reason
why the converts at Corinth, who
in general were poor and unpro-
tected, and consequently the more
glad of rcceiving and retaining
among them men of rank and
distinction, should rejoice in hav-
ing such for their brethren, while
their conduct was a disgrace tp
their profession. A young man
it appears, became enamoured of
his tather’s wife, (which, in llc-
brew and Arabic, is a circumlo-
cution for a step-mother) and
married her,
either divorced her, or he being
now dead. =~

| 4

the father having -

- Festivity and joy are the natu-
ral concomitants of marriage ; and
the (vent 1eccived on the part.of
the Christians the usual tokens of
joy. and congratulation. Butin the
estiination of the apostle a union
sp unnatural bétween persons that
professcd the gospel, was rather a
subjcct of funeral sorrow than of
nuptial gladness: and ‘this is the
figure, which our author, with
his usual boldness seized, to ex-
press his disapprobation and re-
gret 3 And ye are puffed up, and
nave not rather mourned that he
who hath done this deed, might be
carried away from among You.
As though he had said, ¢¢ You
rejoice in these persons as 1n a
newly married couple, while you
ought to mourn over them as mno-
rally dead, and should according-
ly remove them from the church
as those who arc actually so.”
A corpse going to be interred was
preceded by mourners, whose la-
mentationy commenced as a sig-
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nal for its Temoval. The term
gkapby, used by the apostle, is never
more properly employed than in
expressing the action of carrying
out a corpse for interment,

It was an opinion generally
adopted by Pagan philosophers,
that. the human soul derived her
corruptions from the body; and
would then only recover her pris-
tine 1nnocence and happiness,
when the flesk, which occasioned
her base passions would be destroy-
cd 1n death. 'To this opinion
our author by the train of his
1eas was naturally led to allude:
and we cannot fully perceive his
meaning, unless we perceive also
the object whence he borrows
his illustration.  For I truly, as
absent n body, but present in
spirit, hkave already judged, as
though I were present, him who
hath so done this, that in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when we are gathered torret/zer,
and my spirit with the power
of our Lord Jesus Christ, ye
delvver suck « one to .Sat‘an for
the destruction of the flesh, that
the spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus.

The passage interpreted con-
formably to the object whence the
description is borrowed, is to this
cffcct; €¢I pronounce the sen-
tence of death and interment up-
on these flagrant offenders: and
do you in a full asscmbly carry
the sentence into execution. * In

gathering for this purpose, you
will have my hearty concurrence
and the sanction of the Lord Je-
sus, whose power, as sole head
of his church, is sufficient to war-
rant your proceedings against such
delinquents, however great and
powertul they may be.  Their
bodies by being delivered to de-
struction, will leave their souls to
be purified from thie taint of evil
passions, and in consequence to
be saved when the Lord Jesus
comes, .as he i1s soon expected to
come, to raise the dead aud re-
ward the righteous.”?

But divested of the metaphorg
the passage has this simple mean-
ing, ¢¢ Let these immoral persons
be expelled.  While they conti-
nue in your church, they sub-
serve the purposes of Satan, the-
great adversary‘of our faith, by
tarnishingits fair name, and spread-
ing among the pure the contagion
ot nle\'m]p!e. Let them, there-
fore, be delivered up to that evil
px'inciple, whose agents they
really are.  'Their expulsion may
bring them to repentance, and
pullty their vices, as the soul is
supposed 1o be purnhcd by its se-
paration from the body. Such
repentance if sincere, will qualify
them again to become honourable
members of the church, and o
share in the glory of our Lord’s
sccond appearance, which all of
us hope to be at hand.”

THEOLOGUS,

MR. lJOWE

E’S ADDITIONAL REMARKS ON THE JUDGMENT OF TIIE

 WORLD, BY JESUS CHRIST.

To the Editor of the ﬂIontle Repository .

I’rzdport
SIR, November 5, 1808.
I beg leave to point out two i<

rata of the printer, in my ob.
scrvations on *‘ the Judgment of
:ne World bv Jesys \Christ,” 1n-
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serted in the last number of your clearly taught by the Christiap
Repository. The sccond mistake revelation, and to that alone they
1s material, as conveying a scnse make their appeal.
quite opposite to my meaning. P. K. secems to me to confound
Page 563, instead of, ‘‘ we are two points, which are distinct
now 1n the infancy of the first from each other. Whether God
stage of our cxistence,”” read, will hereafter judge the world in
¢ we are now in the infancy, the rightcousness, is one question,
first stage of our ecxistence.’” and whether he has ordained Je.
Page 504, instecad of, ¢ this ob- sus Christ to administer judgment,
Jection would be answerable on 1sanother.  In discussing the lat-
the supposition,” rcad, ‘ this ob- ter, we necessarily go on the sup.
jection would be unanswerable on position of the ¢rutk of the former.
the supposition.”’ And on this point, it is admitted,
- I have sent you the following that we can trace a moral govern-
additional remarks on P. K.’s ment exercised over mankind, in
s2tter for insertion, as soon as the different effects of virtue and
convenient, in your liberal Repo- vice in the present state. The
sitory. | tendency of the one is to produce
~ “One of the principal argu- the happiness of those who prac.
ments, this writer says, for a de- tise it, and of the other, the mi-
Jerred and futurc judgment of scry of its slaves. But can it Le
the world by .Jesus Christ, seems denicd, that this tendency is oc-
to impeach the justice and im- casionally counteracted in its
partiality of Almighty God’s pre- opcration, by other causes? Is
sent government of the world; integrity always attended with its
for the delay of justice is Injus- duereward, and guilt with its mc.
tice, and that which dcmands rited punishment, in this sceae of
amendiment or correction, must probation? ‘
be wrong.”” Monthly Repository Solomon speaks of ¢¢sentence
for January, 1808. against an evil work, not being
What the argument is which exccuted speedily, and a greater
P. K. combats, be docs not state, man than Solomaon represents it
but leaves it to his readers to de- to have been’’ after a long time,
termine from the nature of his ¢ that the master of the servants”
reply. I suppose he means the to whom he had comymitted ta.-
uncqual distributions of provi- lents for improvement in his ab-
dence 1n the present state, which sence, ““ came and reckoned with
considered in connection with the them,””  In this state of trial, it
perfections of the Deity, are of- appears both from bistory sacred
ten alledged as a proof of a future and prophane, ancient and me-
day of impartial account. I ne- dern, and indeed from our own
ver heard however any onc draw occasional obscrvation, that the
the conclusion from this argu. vicious arc frequently permitted to
ment, that Jesus Christ must there- triummph over and cruelly oppress
fore be necgessarily the judge. the virtuous persons ¢ of whom
That he is appointed to this im- the world is not worthy.” If then
portant office, the advocates for the Lord of the whole earth can
this doctrine, conceive to bhe do nothing but what is right,
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tion in’stating, that he looks fors
ward to another scemne of grcater
perfection than the present. - His

Review.—Nicholson’s Sermon against Witchcraft.

might it not be rationally cona
cluded, that the due rewards of
virtue, and adequate punishments

of vice, are reserved to a future
day of retribution?

P. K. will T think find it diffi-
cult to prove his assertion, ¢ that
this delay of justice i1s injustice.”?
But though he sees no weight in
the argument I have been: illus-

words are, * the scripture saith;’
that Almlghty God, the father of
Jesus Christ, will Judoe the world
in the last day, when-all things
on this earthly theatre shall re-
ceive their final consummation.”

I am, Sir, &c,

trating, in favour of a future T. HOWE.
judgment, I feel much satisfac-
e e e e~ e 2 = = ry—_—
REVIEW.
e —
¢ STILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.”
- Porr.

"‘\.RT. Io
Church of Great Paztorz
1808.

A Sermon against Witcheraft, p)'eackerl in the Parisk
in the County of Huntingdon, July 17,
IVith a bricf Account of the Circumstances whicl led to

fwo atrocious Attacks on the Person of Ann lzzard, as a reputed

Hitch.
don. Nawman, Poultry
The history of the various im-
postures, by which men of strong,
have deluded those of weak minds,
and thus raised to themselves con-
siderable proﬁt and nnpoltdnce
would be very instructive to man-
kind. Every age is full of them;
and, when once an error has bvcn
established, i1t is so much the 1n-
terest of numbers to perpetuate it,
that with the greatest diffic Llly.
can it be rooted out. Of these
impositions some arc of a very
extensive nature; such as the be-
lief in witches, m the popish tri-
pity, in transubstantiation, and
lhat, which is against the strong-
st feclings of humdn nature thv
bellcf tha.t an- infant at the breast
¥ an object of God’s wrath and
damnation, ' instead of his love
and benevolence. When these

By the Reverend Isaac Nicholson, M. A. Cur ale.

Lon-

\

impostures arc traced to their
source, we find no difficulty in
conceiving, that the deluded par-
ty must retain them with great
tenacity ; and that they who have
better means of information,
should combine together to keep
their brethren in i1gnorance and
superstition.  Forexample; what
expression can be more shocking
and 1mipious, than to speak of a
woman as the mother of God!
yet when we Jook at the rise of
that superstition, and consider
the persons by whom it was in-
troduced, we arc no longer sur-
prised at its fatal introduction in-
to the world, and that in spite
of reason and revelation it should
stiill retain jts ground. That the
Gods had intercourse with mora
tal women was a common persu-
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sion 1n the heathen world; and
heroes afterwards raised to the
rank of Gods, were gencrally
supposed to be the fruits of such
an intercourse. When Jesus was
preached to these hcathens, and
his wonderful works had been
made known to them, and his
disciples had used in speaking of
him the appropriate term son of
God, some of them might inno-
cently and by association have
-carrted their minds from a spi-
ritual to a material connexion.
To be born of a mortal mother
had been no disparagement to
some of their gods; and, as by
an unfortunate association, de-
pending upon heathenish princi-

ples, they had raised the humble

-Jesus to an equality with the su-
preme God, his mother would na-
turally participate in these false
and dcgrading honours.  She
would he cntitled the Mother of
God, and altars would be conse-
crated to her iinages; the priests
would get great gains by the im-
posture, and to speak against
their frauds would excite their
malice and revenge. As the fool-
1ish people once cried out, Great
1s Diana of the Ephesians; so now
they would be as voiciferous in
their shouts, Holy, blessed and
glorious is the virgin, the mother
of God. |

The history of former times
proves to us, that nothing 15 too
absurd to be propagated and re-
veived @ but, -as wicked and bad
men are anxious to continuc dea
lusion and imposture, so ought it
to be the aiin of every benevolent
mind, and particularly one, who
devotes himself to the teaching of
holy truths, to take the utmost
pains to undeceive the prejudiced
wnd the ignorant.  An instance

Rezrew.—Nicholson’s Scrmon against [Vitcheraft.

‘has occurred, which couldiha—rd]y

in these times have been expected;
and the author of this discourse
has been called forth by it to ex-
amine an opinion, maintained by
too many persons in this country,
It was very current in ancient
times, and the rise of it is to be
carried back to very remote an-
tiquity. - :

A belief, that extraordinary
powers were possessed by certain
persons, by which they could
toretel events -by the inspiration
of their gods or spirite; that they
CO}lld raise the dead, and do ma-
ny wonderful works, was current
in the east, cven bcefore the time
of the departure of the Israelites
from Egypt; and the punishment
of death was inflicted by the Mo-
salcal law on these impostqrs.
Notwithstanding this punishment
the Israelites were not entircly
frced from the declusion, and even
their kings, who at one time had
strenuously enforced the law, gave
way in the hdur of danger to idle
fancies, and had recourse to a
mistress of the art. The history
of Saul and the Witch of Endor,
forms the basis of this discourse,
from which the author is led to
the explanation of the terms in
king James’s bible of witch and
wizard, familiar spirit, and of the
naturc of witchcraft. He repro-
bates with great justice the words
¢ familiar spirit,”” of which he
truly says, that there is nothing
in the original to justity this
translation; and he accounts
for its introduction 1n the English
bible in a very natural and casy

manncer. '

“ How did this happen, ?”* he says.
““ Was it by accident or design—through
real or affected ignorance? Ye all know
how agreeable it is to your employers,
to sec the work they put_into your
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Poetry.

hands, well executed, and according to to this day misled by expressions un-
their taste: whenever ye do this, ye warranted by the Hebrew,: and ca)cu-
are sure  of their approbation, and fu- lated only to keep alive-the'embers of
ture encouragement. = The translation - that consuming fire, which was lighted
which we use, was made in the di-tant by the torch of superstition, and raged
reign of James the first. James was most furiously during the jong night of
deeply tinctured with the superstition of catholic darkness,—or to feed the casily
the age; and in the former part of his vitiated fancies of those, who delight_in

A

life a great believer in the absurd and th= mvsterious, the marvellous, and the

groundiess doctrine of witcheraft The
translators could not be ignorant of this,
and, it is much to be feared, it had an
undue influerce upon their minds; for
they must either have entertained simi-
lar ridiculous opinions, and so have dis-
ingenuously given a sense in harmony
wich their mistaken ideas upon the sub-
ject, rather than with tht Hebrew; or
they
¢ familiar spirit, witch and wizzard,
with a view to flatter the idle notions of
royalty. The king, it 1s said, lived
jong enough to see his error, and to re-
tract those opinions, which he found on
farther examination to be without foun-
dation either in scripture or cemmon
sense. But unfortunately the transla-
tion was finished, and a copy of it read
in every church in England; and thus
the poor and uninfermed were and are

must have introduced the terms.

incomprehensible.”

The true meaningof the Hebrew
words is then ascertained in a clear
and decisive manner. “The whole
art of witcheraft is shewn to be an
imposture. The devil is not pera
mitted to have any share in trang=
actions, which arise out of “wicka
edness and the love of gain.  The
sermon merits attention. It does
the preacher great credit, ‘and we
must lament, that his parish gave
him such just grounds for the
very proper reprimands he has
bestowed on their ignorance and
SUPCIstition. F.

e,

POLTR.DY. | |

— e - —

A Tribute to the Memory of the late venerable
THEOPHILUS LINDSEY.
i.indsey, of manners mild, of soul serene,
And pure-t virtue, leaves this earthly
scenc; .
And pious friegdship claims the parting
tear ’
From 3all who lov’d and honour’d him
whilst “here.

With firm integrity and ardent zeal,

In gen’roug labours for man’s highest
weal,

tiis day was spent, and when hisvig'rous
pow’rs \

Declin’d, how tranquil were his ex’ning
hours™ '

While sweet reflection cheered his guile-
less breast, | ’

Night came,
to rese? -

Well done, good servant of a Masterkind!

Slefi.*pdnow in peace, and in the mocning

n .

From Him who plac'd thee here and
call’d thee hence,

¥or all thy toils, a glorieus recompenco.

YOL. XIl. 4

he clas’d his eyes and sunk

FASIHIONM.

(O Deca' namqae wihi nec que sis dicere promp.-

tum ety '
Etliquet esse Deam. OVID.

Gnddess ! for skch we can no other call
That .si';vercign powes which domineers o’er
all. .
From fairy mansions when to smiling
earth,
Came fickle
- chilg,
Vainly she boasted a celestial birth,
In syren song, bewitching as ’twas
wild. | ‘
By his drest iu various purfled robe,
Bespangl’d o’er with gems like morn-
ing dew,
She wing’d her way around the pensile
zlohe,
And, like a mecteor, the phantom
flew. |

Magic his sceptre to her hand convey’d,
Than Mata’s son’s Caduceus of more
powcr; ,

Fasunrow, fancy’s darling

N
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With potent spell he thron’d the simp’r-
ing maid,
- And bid her rcign the empress of an
" > hour. |

Disdaining law, uncircumscrib’d by rule,
She vaunted sov’reign empire o’cer the
fair : -
And while she play’d the antics of a fool,
~ Boasted that grace and taste ware all
her care.

Lest nature, simple goddess, should ap-
pear,
In all her native dignity and ease,
Her sacrilegious hands the tresses tear,
Which crown the female hecad with
powers to please.

And then, -with surreptitious art, she
weaves
A coif fantastic, tho’ of foreizn guise,
Rival of manly ernament, and leaves
Beauty bercft of what she most should
prize.

With ideot ignorance of every power
That captivates the heart with soft
controul,
Fashion bereaves of all her rights and
dower, .
Imagination, empress of the soul!

Whose mirror magnifies the smallest
grace,
And casts a lustre, by reflected ray,
On charms which ambush in the breast
and face,
Or screen’d from view, bencath the
robe that play.

But Fashion pert, with meretricious hand,
From off concealment plucks the ves-
tal veil;
And while she feigns the robe with zone
to bend, .
The light robe shews the form it
should conceal.

Oh'! modesty! where 1s thy virgin blush ?
Shame! whe-e thy downcast look of
nameless grace?
Roses of Eden now refuse to flush,
The lgiimpl’d cheek and cherubize the
' ace. :

Far other tints supply the want of these,
Which beggar'd beauty craves kind
art to give: |
What tho’ by art, the painted canvas
please! -
The charms which captivate must
glow and live.

Daughters of Albion! who unrivall’d
shine,
Equal aimost to Greece, in charms
and grace, ~
Display not these, altho’ they are divine,
~RBut veil” your form as well as veil
your face. :

Shade, shade your beauties from each
rovigg eye;
Leave us to guess the charms your
dress conceals:
Imagination will her power apply,
And heighten beauties, fashion now
reveals.

—

Believe the bard, who bows at Beauty’s
) throne; ,
Nor let the muse her votive tribute
. waste:
True taste there is by mnature’s stamp
made known,
And, spite of art, simplicity is taste.

AN ODE TO FANCY.

Hail T hail! thou magic nymph, su-
preme ! :

Sole patroness of genius” beam 3

Fairy elves (when light is least)

Celebrate thy mystic feast.

Mother of the loves and joys!

No care thy witching hours alloys ;

Happily they ghde away,

And bring fresh pleasures ev’ry day.
CuarroTTE MaRrR1A MOURGUE,

Hemerton,

yué\', I 8080
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS;

OR,

Zhe Christian’s Survey of tpe Political World.

Tue fire still rages in the great city.
Is there not muck remaining to be con-
sumed? Gold, silver, wood, stubble have
been heaped upon the foundation, laid
by the apostles, and the fire will try them.
France has been in some degree puri-
fied. Its monasteries and nunneries and
many of its outrages have been destroy-
ed. . Will they be suffered to continue
much longer in Spain, and above all will
that insult on human nature and-com-
mon sense, the Inquisition, be suffired to
exist! The crisis 1s awful. The great
hero, who has overthrown thrones and
dominations, is now in Spain, and the
world is in suspenceé to hear the result
of his actions. Activity and energy are
his great characteristics. When we
wrote cur last he was in the heart of
Germany, planning with his brother of
Russia new schemes, new designs.
Quick as lightning, he returned to Pa-
ris, and after spending a short time in
his capital, and receiving the homage of
his people for manifold exertions in their
favour, in the internal concerns of his.
empire, he flew to Spain, and is now at
the head of his armies.

Something decisive has probably by
this time been atchieved. We know not
the strength of his armies. We know
not what reinforcements have passed the
Pyrenees; but this we know, that the
French emperor is as skilful in the form-
ation of his plans, as he js prompt in the
execution. We heard of him one week,
haranguing his troops in Boulogne, and
a few weeks after they were marching
triumphantly before him in Vienna.
His late journey into Germany did not
retard any of his measures. His troops
were during that time marching into
Spain, and we may be sure, that he was
at their head, as seon a< the determined
bumber were prepared to act under
Lim. .

His plan for the last few months,
since his brother left Madrid, is fow
apparent. It was impossible to act with
effcct with the, French troops then in
Spain. ~They were ordered to retreat,
and to keep themselves on the defensive
in the north of Spain, by all means

taking care to secure the passes of the
Pyrenees. These orders they seem to
have obcyed, and the wonder is, that
scarcely any effort has been made to
dislodge them. ‘The French king of
Spain seems to have lived with suflicient
security in the district, occupied by his
troops, and to have waited patiently
for those succours, by which he expects
to be reinstated in his dominions.

We hear of Spanish armies on the
right and left and front of the enemy.
Yet there is too much reason to believe
that Buonaparte will haye been the as-
sailant, and choosing his "own ground
may without great skill on the part of
the Spaniards cut them off in detail.

"What blood wiil flow in this horrid con-

flict! If he is wvictorious; the people
will not readily submit, and dreadful
scenes must be exhibited before they aie
brought 1nto subjection. To providence
we must leave the issue of these dread-
ful battles. TI'cr wise purposes he has
suffered the great ;men of the earth to
traverse vast regions, and to change the
state of society. Dreadful was the ven-
geance exercised upon the gods of Egypt
by Cambyses: the lady of the pillar
and the other abominations of Spain
will be but a sorry bulwark in the day
of trial. ) |

Buonaparte has threatened to give
law to the Penin:ula, in Madrid and
Lisbon. He has hitherto been success-
ful in all his threats, yet to this time he .,
has fought only with armies, not with
a people. If the Spanjards are true to
each other, and avoid pitched battles,
the haughty conqueror may krow, that
the battle is not always to the strong,
nor the race to the swift. Yet he can-
not be-expected to be easily diverted
from his purpose, and torrents of blood
will flow to satisfy his ambition. Poor
human glory, what fools it makes of
mankind !

But, in spegking thus of human glo-
ry, we should be caieful to remember,
that these glorious actions of murder
and conquest wotuld not take place in
the world, if man had governed hime
self by true principles of wisdom and
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re:lis'ion. Spﬁn has been most misera-
bly governed ever since it has been
rrder the Bourbon family; every thing
mmgm to good government has been
Lft undone; the court was profligate
above mecasure; the people superstitlus
and ignorant. So base a country might
want this scourge to rouse it from its

lcthargy and: the ‘example is good for
all nation<. It will teach them that, if
they grow remiss, inactive, and sloth-

ful, permit wicked and bad laws to oo-
vern them, have no care of the common
good, but each onec regardless of it is
thinking only of his own personal in-
terest, nothmg can be expected from
them, but the necessary effects of de-
pravity, under which they must either
sink, or be roused by some great and
urgent calamity. Whether Spain is con-
quered or not by Buonapaite, its go-
vernment wiil be improved, and its
condition meliorated . but it may have
many dreadful scenes to go through be-
fore either event takes n]ace. Such are
thc effects of sin and foll yet as 1n
private so in public life, the door is al-
ways open for repentance.

The national Junta 1s actively em-
ployed, but we have not seen any deci-
sive proof as yet of great cnergy or
great ability. It scems to feel for the
want of action in 1its generals; but
harm may now be done by urging them
on too much. 'The summer has bcen
lost, and the time cannot be recalled by
incautious measures. We lamented to
seg, that a grand Inquivition had been
appointed, and that nothing has been
done towards the call ef & general Cor-
tez. It 1s In these times of conflict,
that reform shouid 1ake place. Whilst
the feclings arc most alive to abuses, the
weeds should be cut down and thrown
into the fire. If they are wuffered to
grow, so many wiil be intere-ted 1in the
continuance of then:, that the necessury
work will” be put off from day te day,
when there is more ldisure to perform
it.  The influence of the piizsthood al-
so continues to be great in Spain.  This
(*oun(gry was a mein stay of popery.
‘We dread to think of its approaching

fate, for assuredly the trumpery of that.

rchg:on, and its flagrant’ abuses must
come te an end. If Buonaparte is the
appointed instriment, it is better that it
should be done by him than not done at
all: for crimes agiiust nature are aot to
he tolerated, and the abominable wick-
adness of constraining every man to pro-

Glic Affairs.>

fess a false rehgxon is so great, ‘that, if
there is no disposition from within to
reform, the reform must come from
without. . - )
The position of the various armies is
not easily to be ascertained. A general
idea of the avnproaching campaign may
be taken, by drawing a line from Bilboa
to Barcelena; the no-th of this line is
chzcﬂy Frenc‘l and the grand French
aimy is near the middle of it, but near-
est to Eilboa. A luarge body of English
troops has been landed in Bx .cLy, aiter
a very considerable delay, occasioned by
the negligence of the persons, who sent
out the expedttxon, in not having pre-
viously obtained the license from the su-
preme Junta for their landing. After
their landing, they wer: marched to Bur-
gos, and a junction will be formed, it
not prevented by Buonaparte, between
them and the troops from Lisbon under
general Mocre, who are marched
through Salamanca. A considerable ar-
my of Spaniards under general Blake-

" watches the French near Bilboa. There

is another army to the left, and a very
conblderable body to the front of them,
but their stations are not well defined.
By this time Buonapartc has shewn his
intentions, for the attack will begim
with him.

In Portugal, difliculties have arisen
about the govcrnmcnt, and no small
dissatisfaction has beecn excited by the
convention of Cmtrd, and the conduct
of the English armies. ‘The English
in fact seein to have considercd thcm-’
selves as principals not as auxiliaries, in
their intercourse with both civil and
military officers. ‘"T'he commandcrs ei-
ther civil or military of Portugal, were
not consulted in the Convention, and the
m: masze'ncnt of every thing sc.cmcd to
huve been taken as a right on our part,
and_ a regency was dppomted against
which cxceptions might be taken. The
CONSEQUENCE Was as nnght be cxpectcd
protests from Portuguese generals and
civil magistratcs. The regency is not
acknowledged in some parts of the king-
domn, and we shall learn by experience,
that it would have been by far the wiser
part to have gone hand in hand with the
Portuguese from the beginning to” the.
end of the business.

The result of the meeting of the two
emperors is not known. ‘f'hey seem to
have parted with the utmost cordiality.
The strongest mind without doubt pre-
valled, and one certain eflcce has beew
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oduced, whatever may have been in- civil géVernment. The gfand signior

tended n otHer quarters. We have
heard much of the dissatisfaction of the
Austrian court, and it was rumoured,
that hostilities would comnience between’
that country and France. An Austrian
amnbassador was howevyer scen at the
conference, and no active measures have
taken place in Austria. It was pfoba-
bly the policy of Buonaparte by this
conference to intinyidate Austi'ia, so that
she would be unable to talke up arms
for fear of Russia. ‘Thus the French
are fully at liberty to carry on their
designs against Spain; and, if they
succeed, they will pursue at their own
discretion any measures against Austria.
The kingdom of Hungary has had a
meeting of its states, in which every
thing passed agreeably to the wishes of
the sovereign.

The fate_of Finland seems to have
been at last determined. “1he successes
of the Swedes have been continually an-
nounced, but those of the Russians till
lately in general suppressed. [t appears
at last, that the Swedes have bee=n se-
verely defeated, and there is no expecta-
tion of reinforcements to make up for
their losses. It is probable thercfore,
that before Christmas, all Finland to the
east of the gulf of Bothnia, will be in
subjection to the arms of Russia. In
this exchange of sovereigns it is not
easy to say, how far the natives may or
may not be injured.- Despotic as is the
government of Russia, religious liberty
1s allowed ip its vast dominions, and 1n
them are to be found Christians and
Mahometans: of the Christians the
Greek sect' is the prewailing, but the
Romish and the Protestants have their
places of worship. Finland is Protest-
ant, but what degree of religious liber-
ty it allowed, we do not know: we hope
that it has not ‘been on¢ of the- intole-
rant Protestant countries’; but if it has,
this subjection to Russia will in one re-
spect teach it better manners.

One of the plans of the two great

emperors in their conference, in Germa-
ny, respected most probably the Otto-
man empire: but in that a new species
of vigour secems to have arisen. The
vizier scems to be a man of great for-
titude and enlarged views. He sees the
danger of the empise, and. is resolved
to put it iuto a proper state of defence.
To do this the army must be placed on
a different footing, and he is agsimilat-
ing it to those of Christian Europe.
Great severity has been exercised in the

»

has merely a noininal authority ;y the vi= .
zier exercises in reality all the fuhctiohs
of .the extcutive government. '[The ap=
proaching dariger of the empire will en-
able him to carry through with greater
ease many necessary recforms; but we
cannot expect him to with<tand the
French tactics, whenever they are fully
displayed against him. Report says,
that the disciples of Wechab in the south
have met with some severe checks, but
very little credit can be given to intel- .
ligence from these quarters, and we
know so little of Arabia, that no one
can ascertain, what is the strength of
this sect. .As Mahomet made force the
instrument of propagating his doctrines,
force may be made the instrument to
overthrow them. :

In France, a grand display has been
made, at the opening of their legisla~
tive assembly, of the rcsources of the
empiré, and the grand things done in
it by the wisdom and exertions of the
emperor. Allowing for a great deal of
high colouring, enough remains to shew;,
that>every cxertion is making to recover
it from the wounds, inflicted upon it by
the revolution; and, whether Buona-
parte is to be counsidered as a good or a
bad man, a lawful king or an usurper,
he assuredly is entitled to the gratitude
of his subjects, for hisattempts in their
favour, which far exceed any thing ever
proposed by any of the house of Bour-
bon. The custom of thus giving annu-
ally 2 memoir on the circumstances of
‘a kingdom is a novelty in the annals of
France; but will be productive of fu-
ture good consequences. The martiaf
spirit will not it is to be hoped be always
prevalent. Men will one day cease to be
children, and despise the rattles of war.

At home, the eyes of the nation have
been fixed on the convention of Cintra.
'The answer to the city of London on
this subject has given universal disgust,
and this disgust has been expresssd n
strong language in addresses to the
thrope. 'The city of London could not
be expected to pass over the affront in
sitence. On the dayshat the King’s
answer was rcad to the common coun-.
cil, several strong resolutions, asserting
the right of the subject to petition, were
unanimously passed, and the speeches
of the membery of the court expressed
strong abhorrence of the conmduct of
those persons, who had advised the king
to return such an answer. In Middlesex,
a inceting of the county was holden, in
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which the convention of Cintra was re-
probated, and resolutions were passed
for an address to the king to call his par-
Jiament on this occasion. The address
was couched in very strong language;
and the right of petitioning asserted
with due weight. A resalution was
also.passed, that the correspondence be-
tween the sheriff and the secretary of
state on the presentation of the address,
should he published ; in consequence of
which appeared the letter in the papers
from the latter to the former, asserting
that the address had been presented to
the king.

‘This latter resolution was occasioned "

by a circumstance, which was asserted
with great confidence, namely, that se-
veral addresses had been put into the
hands of the secretary of state, for the
time being, which had never reached
the king. ‘This fact is of great import-
ance, and deserves as rigid an enquiry as
the convention of Cintra: for, if a secreta-
ry of state can withhold petitions and ad-
dresses, how is the sovereign to become
acquainted, in a legal manner, with the
wishes and sentiments of the people. Itis

Ob:ituary.
- Lady Dacre.

DMr. William Moace.

agreatexcellence of the constitution of this.
country, and it was particularly insisted
upon, in the Revolution of 1688, and on
which depends the right of the sovereign
to allegiance in this country, that the
subjects have aright, in a legal manner,
to address the throne. This right is eof
equal importance to the sovereign and
the people. It ought to be equally re-
garded by bhoth. It is the ouly mean
to prevent the sovereign from beipg kept
in ignorance. by wicked and depraved
courtiers, of his true interests. Im all
despotic countries the access to the
throne is strictly guarded In free
countries there should be a free com-
munication between sovereign and sub-
ject. If any petitions have ever been
kept back in the office of the secretary
of state, it i1s incumbent on the crimi=
nal or ¢riminals, who have been guilty
of so flagrant a misdemeanor, to give
an account of their conduct in a2 national
court of justice. If this is not dore,
continual jealousies will prevail, and the
secretary of state becomes the lord over
both king and-people...

OBITUARY.

CORRECTIONS OF OBITUARY 1N THE LAST NUMBER.

To the Editor.
SIR, -

" In your Obituary, (P. 570 ) Douglas
is described as Mr. Home’s only publi-
cation. T@'havea 12mo volume, printed
by Millar 1760 and entituled «“’The dra-
matic works of Jobn Home.” The
Traigedics of «“ Agis” and ¢¢ The Scige
of Aquileia” follow Douglas, as *“acted
at Drury l.ane.”
- Garrick spoke the prologue, and bore a
principal part.——In the same Obituary
(. 571.) you have, with all the perni-
odical prints, been led into an error re-
specting Lady Dacre, to whom s¢ many
singularitics are attributed. 1apprehend
she was the widow of a Baronet of that
name. She certainly was not Baropess
Dacre, the mother of Mr. Brand, whose
friends, especially those among the free-
holders of Herts, are by no means de-
stous of his removal from an active
stution in the House of Comimons to a

\ R

~had attained somewhat beyond”

In kboth the latter, .

place of rest, as I.ord Chesterficld some-

- where calls the House of Peers.

| CORRECTOR.
In the Obituary of Mrs. Cath. Alli-
bone, (p. 572. col. 2.) instead of ¢ she
read
she was approaching unto that period ;—
for ¢¢ Catherine” read Catharine: and
in the Obituary of Professor Porson, (p.
574. col. 2.) for * doubtful precedence,”
read coubtful prudence.

On the 12th of August, di¢d at T'en-
terden in Kent, much lamented by the
bcloved partner of his bosom, by his
relations, and by all who had the plea-
sure of being acquainted with him,
Mr. WILLIAM MACE, who had
practised as a surgeon in that place and
its neighbouthood, with increasing repu-
tation andsuccess, fornearly twenty years.

Upon the ground of free and full. en-
quiry, he was a firm and rational beligv-

4
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Mr.Foseph Eedes,

er both in natural and revealed religion.
His opinion-, particularly as applying to
the great and sole ohject of religious
worship, were decidedly -in agreement
with that part of the Christian world
which is distinguished by the name of
Unitarian.

From circum tances, into which it is
not necessary here to enter, he was in-
duced, contrary to the convi tions of
his own mind, to -onform to the eccie-
siastical establishment of his country :
but -omez years before his decease, re-
turned to a society of Unitarian Chris-
tians. who meect for worship and in-
struction, in the place where he practis-
ed. This was an event wholly unex-
pected by his friends, to whom he had
not previously communicated his inten-
tion; and equally <o to the person who
conducts the public services of that so-
ciety..—It took place in the following
manner.

He attended the morning service; and
was observed by the writer of this me-
moir, to have a countenance full of
anxiety, expre-sive of a mind which had-
Leen long burthened and unhappy. Af-
ter the service was fini-hed, to the wri-

ter’s great surprise, he eatered the ves-.

try of the place of worship, and after
the usual salutition, addressing him by
his name, made to him the following
declaration. |

« A though I have been induced to
withdraw from you, the sentiments of
my understanding, and the affections of

my he:rt have been ever with you. I

have indeed thus, for some years, con-
formed to the church against the convic-
tion of my mind; but [ can do this no
longer. It 15 my desire and resolution
to re-unite myself to thissociety; and if
agrecable to you and to them, to sit
down with you this afternoon at the
Lord’s table.”

The reception he met with from the
wrtiter, it 1s unnécessary to describe.
Such a testimony of personal attach-
4ent, and of the power of coenscience,
¢ould not but be unspeakably gratifying.
As the just effect of a resolution so
commendable, in the afternoon service,
the before this anxious countenance,
‘was all serenity and peace; and the
¢hange in his whole appearance, so
strongly marked, as to make an indcli-
ble impression on the mind of him,
who had the best opportunity and the

strongest -reason to observe it. ~After

this, he continued with us till his death.
*He passed through a very painful ill-
ness with great- fortitude of mind; and
we may be assured, so far as the power
of recollection and reflection was conti-
nued, closed his éyes upon the world,
with that composure, peace and hope,
which are the fruits of bowing to the
sacred voice of coi®cience, and the pure
and perfect will of a God of truth,
that all discerning Being, who<e we all
are, and to whom we are bound, by
the highest and most commanding mo-
tives, to offer the sincere and pure ho-
mage of our understandings, hearts and
lives. - L. H..
Died of a consumption, on the 9th of
September, at Saffron-Walden in Essex,
in the twenty-first year of his age,—Mr.
JOSEPH EEDES, only son of wir.
Eedes of that place, a young man of ex-
amplary piety, attended with an amiable
disposition, that rendered him réspected,
and beloved by all his friends and ac-
quaintance. ‘e early applied his mind
to the study of the Scriptures, to find
out truth, .and to direct him aright
through this world, that he might be fit
for the happiness and employment of
another. He embraced the Unitarian
doctrine, as he believed it to be the relie
gion of Jesus of Nazareth, and such was
its happy cffeccts on his mind, that he
found 1t"pro-lu ctive of christian virtues
in life, and it afforded him comfprt in
death. "Though he hzd the fairest pros-
pects before him in  life, possessed an
ample fortune, and was on the point of
marriage with a most amiable and ene
dearing young lady, of a respectable fa-
mily; vyet, during an illness of some
months he was never heard in the least
te murmur, or repine at the painful dis-
pensation of divine providence, in his
early drsmission from this world, but
c.lmly acquiesced both in this, and the
pain: he long uffered by the disorder that
terminated hi- end His remains were
deposited in the ground belonging to the
General Baptist Mectiny at Walden,
and by his own desire, (after a funeral
oration at the grave,) a sermon was
preached by his Minister, Mr. Stephen
Philpot, to a numerous and affected au-~
dience, from Psalm xc. ax2.—~So teach us
to number our days, that me may apply our
bearts unto wisdom.  Lhe memory of the
Just is blessed.  Wherewithal sball a' young
man cleanse bis avay, but by taking beed
thexeto according to thy wvord ? S. P,
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October 2, died at Tenterden in Kent,
at the early age of sixteen, MISS ANN

COVENLY, the daughter of Mr. Jos.

Coveney, grazier of that place. 1In the

auntumn of last year, in consequence of

a cald, the symptoms of a decline began
to appear; and continued to undermijne
an apparently strong constitution, until
they terminated ‘s« death. With the
most  promising appearances of being
long a blessing to her parents, and of
maintaining  an amiable and respectable
character in the world, she was thus
early called out of a state of trial.

Her course of rcading had been di-
rected to those subjects, which tend to
inform the understanding, and to mend
‘the heart: she had particulariy read the
Unitarian tracts; and from those senti-
ments of God and religion which are
there to be met with, and these as
grounded on divine revelation,she direct-

‘ed her hopes to the great and universal

parent, expressed her entire resighation
to his will, and with a fortitude, un-
common at her age, met an event,
which for the last fortnight she had
fully expected.

- Let her early removal be considered
as.one more compassionate call to the
young, from thke gracious and tender
father of mankind, to give themselves
up to the counsels of his holy wili; that
by. a practical remembrance of him as
their Creator, their Benefactor, their
Ruyler and their Judge, they may pre-
pare for death; or if life :hall be con-
tinued to them, lay a fourdation for fu-
ture respectability and true personal en-
Joyment, for beirsa ble sing to seciety,
‘and for living eternally, to what must
ever constitute their highest happiness—
even to the praise of Xim~"who made
them. L. H.

October 16, 1808. in his 68th year,

the Rev. JTAMES NASMITH, D. D.
rector of J.cverington, in the Isle of
Ely. He was formerly of Bene't Col-
lege, Cambridge, where he proceeded
B.A. 1764, M. A. 1767, D.D. 1797%.
His early application to literature was
rewarded by repeated academic honors;
and his jmany valuable publications will
endear his memory to the learned. In
1777, he published his ¢ Catalogus L.i-
brorum quos Collegio Carporis Christi
¢t B. Mariz Virginis in Academia Can-
tabrigicnsi legavit Reverendissimus in

Christo Pater Mathaus Parker, Achie-’

ijscopus Cantuariensis;” in 1778, “ The
ftincrarics of Symeon, Son of Simcon,
H / )

and William of Worcesters” and a'Tracy
on the Leonine verses, from the above
mgnuscripts ;3 in.x787, a new edition of
Bishop Tanner’s ¢ Notitia Monastica.”
To these he has added several Sermons,
and Charges as a Magistrate. In this
latter situation,. he was eminently con-
spicuous for his correct knowledge of
the laws; and he filled the office of
chairman zt the sessions of Cambridze
and Ely with moderation, justice, and
impartiahty, at once distinguishing him-
self as the gentleman, the lawyer and
the divine. A G. M.,
October 19th, MISS ANN EDNEY,
aced three years and four months, only
davghter of Mr. and Mrs. Edney, and
grand-daughter of Mr. John Marsom of

‘Holborn.

Sceldom has the vanity of earthly ex-
pectations becn more strikingly exem-
plified, than in the death of this amiable
and interesting child, whose appearance
a few weeks previous to her dissolution,
exhibited the bloomx and stability of
confirmed heallh; and in whose ani-
mated countenance, and various intelli»
gent and engaging words_and actions,
her friends read the flattering assprance
of future years distinguished by mental,
as well as corporeal growth and im.
provement. It was the awful and ador-
able will of Divine Providence to disap-~
point these hopes.

“_Fair was the promise of the flower,

But short, alas! its destin’d hour.

Theblightosdeathitsbloom withstood,

And nipt at once the bursting bud.”

‘The mournful impression left by her
sufferings and death on the mjnds of her
relatives, can only be counteracted by the
persuasion thus expressed in a letter
written on the occasion, by ttheV-
John Simpson of Hackney, who delivered
the address at her interment in Wor-
ship-strect burying-ground. How cheer-
ing the thought, ¢ Of such is the king-
«“ dom of Heaven! Our little ones are
¢ not lost ¢ nor shall we be eternally se-
¢« parated.”” ‘They are also deeply sen-
sible of the wisdom and goodness of the
diyine administration, and desirous of
co-operating with its gracious designs m
this afflictive dispensation. |

’ A funeral Sermon waspreached on.the
occasion in the: Meeting-house at l.ca-
ther-lane, Holborn, Sunday 3oth ylt. by
the Rev. John Evans, of Worship-strect;
from 2 Kings iv, 26. . Zs it avell with the
child ?—and she answerady It is well. 1
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Rev, Théophilus Lindsey.

Onh the 3d of November, died at his
house, in Essex Street, between the
hours of six and seven in the evening,
in the 86th year of his age, the Rev.
THEOPHILUS LINDSEY, formerly
wvicar of Cattérick, mm Yorkshire. This-
living he resigned in the year x773,
from a conviction that the service of the
church of England, as far as it involves
the doctrines of the Trinity, is repug-
nant to the precepts of our Saviour and
his apostles, and particularly to the great

command of God solemnly promulgated

to the Jews, and urged with the strong-
est emphasis by our Saviour—Thoy shalt
have no other Gods but me.—In "conse-
quence of this  conviction, and the in-
effectual attempts to obtain redress for
the clergy in the subscription of: the
thirty-nine articlesy having resigned his.
living, and quitted Yorkshire, he came
to London; and in the yecar 1774,
encouraged by the application. of scveral
persons of high respectability, who were
earnest in the same cause, he opened a
room in Essex-homse for the worship of
the onlytrue God, in whichhe performed
divine service, according to the liturgy of
the church of England, reformed by the
celebrated Dr. Clarkec, with some varia-
tions adapted ‘to his own improved
views of the subject. Four years af-
terwards he preached a sermon on the
opening of the chapel th Essex-house,
Wwhich has since that time been dedicat-
ed to Unitarian worship. Here his ser-
vices as a minister were most acceptable
to a numerous congregation; and what-
ever disapprobation his opinions might
excite among the uninforméd of different
denominations, even they could not but
esteem a character of such benevolence,
honesty and integrity. The attachment
of those who were intimately acquainted
with his wvirtues was unbounded, for
seldom is to be found a man, who has
fixed so deeply in his heart the grand
characteristics of the Christian religion—
love to God and love to man. He la-
mented the divisions arbeng Christians,
owing to the unreasonable adherence
of many to tradition, merely of human
or political authority, in opposition to
the language of revelation.  The whole
tenor of his preaching was benevolence,
and the easy yoke of Christ, ardour in
the study of the scriptures, humility in.
the sight of God, and the rejection of
that false piety, which lays undue stress
on external circumnstances. JIn these
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useful labours he was/engaged to the
7oth year of his age, when he resigned

‘his pastoral office, - dedicating the re-

mainder of his life to the great objects
of promoting scriptural truth, ip which
service he continued occasionally to em-
No man was a more sin-
cere friend to civiland religions liberty,
no one more dtached to those principles
which placed the Brunswick family up-
on the throne. * To these principles he
never failed, when a proper opportunity
offered, of bearing his testimony with
consistent firmness and characteristic
mildness; for mildness, benevolence and

“humility, founded on piety, and entire

resignation to the will of God, and
combined with habitual cheerfulness,
were the striking features in his cha-
racter. During the latter part of his
life, the infirmities of his age gradually
pressed upon him, but he bore them all
without a murmur, and his favourite
maxim, o8 which he dwelt emphatically
almost in his last moments, and when
utterance became difficult, was—What
God wills is best. -
On the Friday in the followingweek,
the remains of this venerable pastor
were deposited in his own wvault in
Bunbhill-fields. The funeial was, accord-
ing to his directions, private. A hearse
carried the body and ohe mournin
coach followed it, but at the burial

ground several of his friends had’ mét,

to pay their last tribute of affection and
respect to him who had béen their much
loved friend or pastor, or the chief in-
strument in. their conversion from a false
worship to that which is ordained by
the scriptures. On the Sunday follow-
ing, the pulpit and reading desk in Essex
Street chapel were covered with black,
and a funeral sermon was preached by
Mr. Belsham to a very numerous con-
gregation, a very great majority of
whom attended in mourning upon the
occasion. Perhaps never was a sermoni,
in which reigned so great a sympathy
between the preacher and his heurers.
The great cause for which the deceased
was so powerful a champion, was most
ably set forth, and the cffects of his pi-
ous zeal were manifest in the solemn
and impressive attention of the audi-
ence. At Hackney, ‘also, the pulpit

of the Unitarian church was arrayed

hkewise in black, and a funeral sere
mon was preached on the following
Sunday by Mr. Aslexd, who paid
N "
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a most cloquent tribute to. the me-
‘mory of this great confessor. Both
these sermons we arg happy to say will
be printed, and as they will find their
way to many of our Trinitarian brethren,
it is to be hoped that they will not be
read without effect. Funeral scrmons
were also preached in yarious other
churches; at Birmin:ham by Mr. Kent-
ish and Dr. Toulman, at York by Mr.
Wellbeloved, at Chester by Mr. Lyons.
"The occasion indeed justified this and
every other token of respect, for Mr.
Lindsey was not a common man. He was
agreatteacher of the truescriptural religi-
on,aud he hasgivento England a decisive
proof that its worship may be carried on

volume.
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~without insulting reason or common

sense.  He has shewn that true Chyisti.
15€. o vn U
anity 1s an easy yoke. Alas! for thoge
churches which would not listen to him,
but preferred vain and idle traditions to
the solemin call he made to them. He
is gone to his reward: happy are they
who follow his example, and trust in the
scriptures. AMICUS.
~{Of this most excellent man, of whom
it may be necessary to state thata friend
favoured us with the foregoing account,
which did not come under our notice
till it had passed through the printer’s
hands, we hope to give an extended me-
moir, in the first number of the next
L " EpiTor.]
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The Rev. Dr. Rees's Address on laying the first stone ‘of the Olg
Jewry Chapel, in Jewin Street: delivered September 5, 1808;

Being St. Bartholsmew’s Day.

This is a memorable day in the histo-
ry of Protestant Dissenters in general;
and no less worthy ef notice in the his-

" tory of our congregation in particular.
It has béen therefore selected with pecu-
liar propriety for the business which we
are now perfcrming.  According to the
old stile in our calendar it is distinguish-
ed by the name of St. Bartholomew's
~day—and it was the day on which, in
the year, 1662, two thousand ministers
of excellent talents, learming, and cha-
racter, were excluded from the church
by theact of Uniformity, ' °

Dissenters indecd, had begn known
in this country under various appellati-
ons, and particularly that of pyritans
and nonconformists, from, and even be-
fore the~xra of the reformatior., Ado%:

" ing the general principles upon whic
the reformation was founded, and car-
rying them to their proper extent, they
mainiained the right of jud:inyg for
themscives in mutters of religton, and
thought themselves warranted by rea on
and :cripture, and more ¢ pecially by
the Chiistian directory of their fuith and
practice, to iecede faither {rom the
doctrines and cercmonies of the church
of Iome than the national reformiers
had done. -

" Through the successive reigns of Ed-
ward VI., veen Mury, Queen Eliza-
beth, James L, Charles I, und during
the interval of a (;_liﬂ'l*rcnt kind of go-
vernment that commenced towards the
close sf the last mentioned reigu, they

0. S.

objected partly to the doctrines, byt
principally to the ceremonies of the es-
tablished church, and above all, to the
imposition of them; and many of them
on various occasioris, maintained the un-
alienable right of private judgmens, the
sufficiency of scripture as a rule of faith
and practice, and the gole legis’lqﬁiv,c au-
thority of Christ, their only divinely
commissioned teacher, and the only su-
pernaturally appointed i_ord of con-
science. He was their sole master, and
they were unwilling to acknowledge any
other in a province, that belongs only
to God. o

- Their principles just and reasonable
as they are, and notwithstanding the
irreproachableness of their conduct, ex-
posed them, on various occasions, to
the disgrace and distiess of persecution;.
their property was always insecure; and
their lives were often in danger.

With 2 laudable resolution, and con-
fiding in’ the providence of God, they
ratzined their integricy ;3 and when thewr
cfferts to extend the principles and be-
nefits of the reformation failed, they
contented themsaelves with the exercisé
of their profession and ministry, at the
ri. k and with the loss in many instances,
of their property aud their lives. .

But the grang period of trial and dis-
crimination was that. which tuvok. place
after the restoration of Charles 11 in the
yeur 1662, when the act of Uniformity
wes pasied. . King Charles indeed, was
busely ungrateful in perntitting such 2
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statute to be enactéd; for many of the
most eminent nonconformists of that
age concurred in_his restoration, and
were aciive instruments in pronreting it.
Severaj of their ministers waited upon
him when he was abroad, in order to
te~tify their loyalty, and to exp.e:s their
wishes for hi. return to the throne of
his ancestors. It wa¢ not long however,
beforc he recompensed their respectful
and loyat! attachment, anfl the services
they 1endered him by this act; an act
no less unwise and unjust in its principle
tha: derimental to the church itself,
and inmjuri-us to the nonconformists, in
it. ~on- equences.

"I'wo thousand conscientious ministers
were deprived by this severe statute of
the means of their sub. istence and of
their opportunities of usefulness; and
the church lost some of its most learned,
pious, upright, acceptable, and zealous
preachers: so that for a considerable pe-
riod, there was a lamentable deficiency
of persons under the éstablishment, who
were capable of conducting and aiding
the devotions of their fellow Christians.
The consequence, and such as might
naturally be expected, was, that igno-
rance and depravity of morals, sanction-
éd alas! by a licentious court, prevailed
to a very deplorable degree; and many
of the pious laity, who did not desert
the church, made grievous complaints
of their want of suitable instructors.
Others however, cast their lot with
their ministers, whom they loved and
honoured; determined to succour them
as far as they were able, and to share
with them in many deprivations and
sufferings.

It would be painful for me to recite
and for you to hear the various di<tresses
they endured: cast on the wide world
without bread for chemselves and their
families, and withodt the means of pro-
curing it.

But from evil, under the government
of a wise, righreous, and benevolent
Providence, good proceeds. The Dis-
senters of that period, trained in the
<chool of indigence and distress, were
léed to examine diligently the principles
on which they acted ; and the moré they
¢xamined them, the more they approved
and valded them, and the more deter-
thinéd and zealous they were in retain-
ing them. : :

For many years, and under one and
ahother priévous measure ‘of'\ govern-
thent, a cloud of oppression oversha-

dowed their ¢ause; but the duwn of-
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deliveranc: brightened upon them with
its chearing beams; and at the glorious
period of the Revolution, they obtained
a toleration, or as it should be rathe
called in the language of a late gele
brated judge, an establishment;
such it was to all who cou!d comply
with the condiiions, on which ‘it was
granted. These conditions. though se-
veral legal disabilities still remain, have
been relaxed.and modified under the
present reign. | '
It was coon after the period to whit
we riow refer, that our congregation hd
its rise. MNr. Edmund Calamy,_th
worthy son of Dr. Calamy, who was
ejected from the church in Aldermanbu-
ry, and who was himself one of the
ejected ministers under the act of uni-
formity, laid the foundation of our so-
ciety, by preaching, as often as the spies
and mynnidons of power would allow,
and frequently at the ri k of his own
personal safety, in his own house, not
far distant from ‘his father’s residence.
Many of the pious’and couscientious
laity attended on such occasions; and
by degrees their number was so greatly
augmented, that their minister’s house
was too small for their accommodaticn.
‘When the declaration of indulgence,
intended more for the relief of others
than for the advantage of protestant
dissenters, took place in the year 1672,
which however, was soon recalled, Mr.
Calamy opened a place of worship in
Currier’s Hall, near Cripplegate. THere
he was assiduous in his labours; and
though he was eminentiy peaceful and
candid in his own temiper, and frequent-
ly declared his desire of 2 comprehen-.
sion rather than a separation, he shared
with his brethren-in the trouble and
expence of those persecuting times.
Mr. Calamy died in 1685, and was suc~
ceeded by Mr. Samuel Borfet, who was
also one of the cjected ministers, |
The congregation which had been
gradually increasing, removed about this
period, but [ have not been able to as-
certain the precise year, to a meeting-
house in this street, not far from the
spot on which we are now assembled.
The place sunk into deccay, and the con-
grezation increased under the eminent
Mr. John Shower, well known by his
gopular sermons and tracts; so that it
ecame Necessary to remove to a more
spacious and commodious meeting-house
in the Old Jewry. .
Ourpredecessors were at a great ex-
petice in erccting that buildingy and-
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sheltering it from public netice and con-
sequent danger, by dwelling-houses
fronting the street: they removed thi-
ther in thc year 1701 ; and it has been
occupied ever since by a congregation, to
say the least of it, asrespectable forthe
number, character, rank, and opuleuce
of its members, as any one in the city
of L.ondon. Of its ministers I shall
only mention Mr. Sinion Brown, whose
singular case 1s well kpown, and Dr.

Samuel Chandler, one of the most

learned men of the period in which he

lived, whose services in the cause of

Christianity and of Christian liberty

commanded great attention and respect,

and cawn never be forgotten.

At length it ' became necessary, on ac-

- count of occurrences, unsought for and
unavoidable, and well known to those

who hear me, to relinquish that situa-

tion, much as it was wished to retain it,

and notwithstanding renewed efforts for

this purpose; and to seck for another,
in which we might erect an edifice, un-
der the direction of a skilful architect,
without fear of further dizpossession.

It greatly redounds to the honour of
the present congregation, and it will be
recorded in future times with gratitude
and respect, that it did not shrink from
the expence which must wunavoidably
attend a removal. Wihing to continue
united, and determined to subsist, and
under the favour of Providence to sub-
sist with reputation, even in a period of
lamented indifference and declension,
they have, by an exercise of laudable
liberality, prepared for the charges
which must attend their removal to this
place~—a place, all circuinstances con-
sidered, not much less central and con-
venient than that which they have been
under a necessity of abandoning. |

I trust they will never have occasion
to repent of the resolution they have
adopted. At all events they deserve
and they will rece.ve the plaudits of
their contemporaries and of posterity;
and they will have the sutisfaction in
their own minds of having made a ge-
nerous and laudable effort for preserv ng
and perpetuating the cause of truth, re-
ligion, and liberty, to which they are
zcalously devoted. They have the en-
couragement to think, that this cause,
thougiﬁ
languid others may be ip the support of
it, can never fail. It 1s under the pro-
tecrion of the God of nature and Provi-
dence: it is subservient to the honour of

the Redeemer of mankind, and to the

some may desert it, and however -
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influence of the gospcl of our salvation :
it i1s connected with the best interests of
mankind, personal and social, temporal
and cternal:; and we are assured by the .
word of divine truth, that the gates of
Hades or the unséen state shall not pre-
vail against it. -
. The history of our cengregation, and
of other similar socicties, presents to
our recollection and view a number of
revolutions and changes. ¢ QOur fathers,
where are they? and the prophets, do
they live for ever?” Individuals how-
ever, may rest from their labours, and
their works shall accompany them, in
grateful remembrance blended with
great humilityand di{ﬁdcnce, to a period
of retribution ; nor then I am persuaded,
will this gopd work be forgotten. In
the mean while, Providence will raise in
this place, and in other places of a simi-
lar kind, a succession of those, wha
will retain and avouch their principles;
and by their example and influence contri-
bute tq disseminate and extend them,and
to renderthem permanent and illustrious.
When the building that is now about
to be erected, and which we are assur-
ed, will last during the age on which we
have entered, yields to decay; another
I am confident, will not be wanting to

-answer theimportant and useful purpose

to which this is devoted.

Having taken a retrospect of times
that were unfavourable to the principles
which we couscieutiously maintain and
profess, we ought to reflect with grati-
tude that we live in a happier periodf:
under a government, that protects our
rcligion and liberty, and that guards
our persons and property, in the exer-
cise of our religious profession, from the
assaults and depredations of misguided
zcal and unrestrained violence.

We live at a period, when the spirit of
thctimes, and when the general illumina-
tion that prevails; and when a strict re-
gard to the respective rightsof those who
livetogetherin socicty, however they may
d:ffer  their articles of faith and modes

of worship, will not urge to acts of

wanton violence, as was-the case in for-
mer times when a different, spirit was
predominant; when they will not per-
mit such deeds as history records to be
perpetrated; when they will inflict due
chastisement on those who would.incuc,
the ignomy and guilt of being congern-~
ed i them ;3 and when they will induce
persons, who adopt different sentiments
and different modes of expressing them,
to live together in peace and love.
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Irstcad therefore, of crecting our
aces of worship in holes and coruners,
anconvedient and difficult of access, as
our fore-fathers were obliged te do,
and of sheltering them from public
view, we may now presént a modest

and ostensible front to the passing stran-

ger: nor will it be thought a disgrace to
frequent those assemblies, formerly de-
nominated conventicles, which are now
legally established, and sanctioned by
the approbation and countenance of the
enlightened public. None but the un-
informed and wulgar, whether their
rank be high or low; whether theic
fortune be asmple or limited; can
now annex, to our places of worship,
appellations® so degrading and so =e-
proachful.

. Here therefore, we hope to assemble
under the public eye, with that wvisible
respect, which is due to the laws and
govenment that protect us; and with that
decent, but unostentatious and uner-
namented appearance, which shall cor-
respond to the liberality of the founders
of this building.

The stone which 1s now to be fixed
in its proper place, will 1 trust, be an
cmblem ngt only of the durabiiity of
this edifice, but of the permanence of
the soclety to which it belongs. It will
in this respect 1 hope, rescmble that
rock on which the founder of our Chris-
tian faith hath built his church; and on
which we, as Christians and Christian
worshippers, admitting the truth 'and
grace of the gospel, and endeavouring to

conform to its instructions and precepts,.

Ig5e.4]

rest our dependence for pardon, zssist«
ance, and a future immortality. |

As the stonc before us, and others
similar to it, serve to cemen? and stren-
then other parts of this building, it
should remind us of that bond of union,
that Christian charity, the anly “ hond
af perfectness,” by which we are alfied
and united to one another: and I trast,
chat many in this place, will commeance"
an intercourse and umon, which will be
indissoluble and everlasting. o

Such are the reflections that hawe oc-
curred to my mind in cthe prospect of the
business of this day: ner will any ima-
gine that swe hawe met together for the
purposes of dedicating and consecrating
the place of worshkip which is here be--.
gun. All ideas of this kind are super-
stitious and delusive. No holinéss can
be transferred to brick and stone and
wood and earth. A time I hope will
come, when we shall apprepriate it to
its proper use; and theugh no peculiar
sanctity belongs to thé building, the
services in which we shall engage when
we assemble 1n it, will be the mieans of
promoting these religious principles, and
that sanctity of conduct, which wiil re-
deund most to our honour and happiness -
in this life, and which are essential to
our acceptance and felicity i a fature
world. ‘Thither may we all aspireg
and there may we be for ever unsted,
through the mercy of God, asszred zo
the believing and obedi¢nt of every
church, party, and profession, by the
grace of the gospel, and the mediatien
of the Redecemer! Amen.

BICOND REPORT OF THE COAMITTEE OAF THE AFRICAN IXNSTle
TUTION.

In a former number. of this volume
{p. 286) we gave an abstract of the Fir-t

Report of the Commiittee of this landa-

ble institution. We then took an occa-
sion to express our joy at the abolition
of the slave.trade, by an Act of the
British Parliament, and to remind cur
readers, that we owe this signal triumph

of justice and huomanity te that immeor-

tal patriot and philanthropist, Cirarres
JaMmes Fox. 'We cannot rewert to the
measure of the abalition, without again
paying our fechle tribute of praise to the
memory of this great man, whom we are
proud to pronpounce our Countrymat.
His exertions in this neble cause raised

a host of enemies, and we hawe mno
doubt, that one of the causes of the un-
popularity of his ministry, and of thg
speedy retirement of his friends frome
othce, was his standing forward as the
patron of Africa against British avarice,
treachery, and cruelty. For this ¢ la-
bour of love,” howewer, let his name be
ever dear to such as love mankind, and
revere the great patern of Christian be-
nevolence.

Were we to judge of the probable
success of the Arrican InsTiTUTION
from the excellence of its object or the
alents of its supporters, our hopes would
z)c’. truly sanguine. The object is im
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every respect unexceptionable ; it is not
tainted with the admixturé of political
design or of religious fanaticism 3 1t is
simply the improvement of Af:i¢a by the
encouragement of the peacefil and use-
ful arts of life. When we speak of the
talents of its supporters, we refer not to
the truly respectable list of ifs subs.rib-
ers, but to the publications which have
issued from the gociety; which are fi<

mshed specimens of sound ar;ument and:

good writing*. 'We pretend not to any
gecret information, but we are persuaded
we trace the hand ot Mr WiLBExRFOREE
in the Reports, who, as a writer or
speaker, is always eloquent, and, except
on religion and practical politics, always
reasonable and convincing.

This Second Report, which was read
at the Annual General Meeting on the
25th of March, 1808, is not so much a
detail of what has been done by the
Institution, as a more ample exposition
of its designs. It has, as yet, only be-
gun to feel its way ; and from the state
and situation of Africa it 1s probable
that much time will elapse before we
shall have to undertake the pleasing of-
fice of sctting before our readers, for
their entertainment and repast, the fruits
of British beneficence in that country,
at once distinguished by the gifts of
nature and the injuries of Euiopean
States.

% The first care of the committee has
been to open a correspondcence with such
persons in Africa as were likely to be
useful in promoting the Society’s views.
‘The persons to whom they have avritten
are Mr, Ludlam, the governor of Sierra
Leonec, and Mr. Yorane, the governor
of Cape Ccast Castle.” This corre-
spondence has been directed’ principally
to the following subjects :—The state
and capacities of the African continent,
and the condition of its inhabitants:
the degree in which the abolition laws of
Great Britain, and of other nations, are
effectual 3 and, if incffectual, by what
means, and under what pretences, they
are evaded ; and also what steps may be
advantagcously taken to prevent such
evasions : what can be done to counter-
act those pernicious habits which the
slave-trade has nourished, and particu-
Jarly to convince the native Chiefs how
esscntial it is to the prosperity of their
country, that measures should be imme-
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diately adopted for ensuring to thiiy
subjects the safe enjoyment of persoiy
and property: the best means of setting
on foot journies of discovery, of pro-
mioting agticulture, of cultivating the
fricndship and confidence of the native
powers, and of preducing among them
a spirit of urtion and harmony: the
system of policy best suited to the colo-
ny of Sierra Leone, in regard to its in-
te/ior management and its relations with
the African Chiefs,- and m regard al-o
to the promotion of civilization, hoth
within the colony. and, by nr¥eans of the
colony, arffong the surroanding natives.

- ¢ The Commiitee, at the same time,
empowered Mr. Ludiant :» erect z
school at Sierra l.cone, under the pa-
tronage and at the expence of the Iusti-
tution, the object of which should be
not merely to tedch reading and writing,y
but t6 combine with these elementary
b:anches of knewledge, instruction iry
agriculture, and other useful arts. It
was suggested, that te the school -heuld:
be annexed a small farm, which might
be cuitivated, either wholly or in pare;
by the labour of the scholars ; and where
they might be taught te raise, and pre-
pare for market, articles of exportable
produce, as well as to rear cattle and
cultivate provisions. The state of the
Socicty’s funds obliged the Committee
to duect, that this Seminary should be
begun on a small scale, (though they
wished it to be formed on a plan which
should admit of its indcfinite extension);
and that, until their finds would allow
of its enlargement, care shovld be taken
that the youths, selected for education,
should be of such a rank as would give
them influence over their countrymen
in after life. ‘The Committee having
learnt that there are now in this country
two African youths, about the age of
mneteen or twenty, who have been en-
joying, by means of the Sierra Leone
Company, the benefits of education for
the last six or seven years, and that it
was intended they should return in no
long time to Africa; resolved to take
upon themselves the expence of having
them fully initiated in Dr. Bell’s System
of Education. Measures are now tak-
ing with this view, and the Committee
trust that they shail be able, in no long
time, to transplant to Africa this cheap
and expeditious method of instruction, a

* We cannot forbear remarking, that the Report is primted with & degree of’
#nca:vectness which seldom attaches to the London Preos. |
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boon which may be productive of incal-
culable benefits to the inhabitants of that
continent.” -

It is of inferior consequence whether
the cheap and popular mode of educa-
tion be Bell’s or Lancaster’s ; but surely
the African Institution were not called
on to decide this point. Was Dr. Bell’s
name thrown.in as a sop to the arch-
bishop and the four bishops who stand
in the front of the Report as Vice-Presi-
dents 2 ~
- In the body of the Report is an enu-
meration of the articles which Africa
‘may be expected to furnish as a return
to the British merchant {for the goods he
may send thither; which appears to, be
taken, in substance at least, from the
¢ Report delivered by the Court of Di-
rectors of the Sierra Le¢one Company,
to the General Court of Proprietors,
March 27, 1794’ p. 166—175. The
attention of the Committee has been
chiefly drawn to the article of cotton.
With the mode of raising -the cotton-
tree, the natives of the western coast of

Africa are almost universaily acquainted, -

and from the cotton grown there, is ma-
mufactured cloth of an -excellent fabric,
though it i3 unsuitable to the English
market. Some packages of cotton-seed
have been sent out to Sierra Leonc;
others are promised from Georgia and
the Brazils.- And it is proposed to take
measures for engaging in America or
the West Indies, persons of good cha-

racter, natives of Africa or the descend- ,

ants of Africans, who shall instruct the
colonists and natives in the cultivation
and manufacture of indigo; in the best
mode of raising and cleaning cotton,
rice, and other articles of tropical cul-
ture.

~ ‘The following premiums of a piece of
plate of the value of fifty guineas, or the
same sum in money, at the option of the
elaimant, arc proposed by the Directors,
with a view to encourage in Africa the
cultivation of exportable produce: viz.
x. To the person who shall first import
into this country the largest quantity,
not less than a ton, of cotton wool, the
roduction of the Western coast of Afri-
fa, which shall be pronounced, by com«
petent judges, to be fit for the English
market. 2. To the person who shall
first import:into this country the greatest
qguantity -of muanufactured indigo, not
}ess than one hundred weight, the pro-
duce of the western coast of Africa, in
# marketable state. 3. Toe the person

_the contiment.
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who shall first import into this country
the ‘largest quantity, not less . than tea
tons, of white rice, the produce of the
western coast of Africa, in a clean and
marketable state. 4. To the rson
who before the first of January, 1310,
shall plant within the colony of Sierra
Lcone, the greatest number of acres,
not less than ten, with coffee-plants.
The Directors have also resolved te
promote the study of the native lan-
guages of Africa, by the Europeans and
other-, resident in Sierra L.eone : and to
engage, with that view, proper persons
to teach the Arabic and Susoo langyuages
in that celony. The following note con-
tains some interesting information con-
cerning these languages. , i -
¢ The Arabic language has been ex--
tended, by means of the Mahommedans,
over a large part of the western coast of
Africa. The knowledge of this lan-
guage by . British subjects resident on

the coast, would greatly tend to facili-

tate our intercourse with the_interior,
while it would afford a ready means of
spreading useful knowledge throughout
Alrica. Tracts printed in Arabic would
be eagerly read there, ‘and might- be
dispersed to the farthest extremity of
i It is therefore highly
important that the Institution should
encourage the cultivation of Arabic lite-
rature at Sierra Leone. The salary of
a teacher of Arabic will not be a great
burden upon the funds of the Society, as
a native, competently qualified for thar
officc, may be obtained at a moderate
rate. The business of the teacher will
be to instruct such Europedns and others,
in the Arabic tongue, ‘as may he placed
under his tuition by persons receivin
authority for that purpose from the Dis
rectors; and the diligence of the scholars
may be quickened by periodical exami-
nations, at which extraordinary pro»
ficiency may be distinguished by hono.
rary rewards. '

** The Susoo language is spoken very
generally on the coast for about one
hundred and fifty miles to the northward
of Sierra Leone. It is also understood
by a great part of the Foulah and Man-
dingo nations, and is the verpacular
tongue of the country of Jalonkadoo, a
large kingdom in the mountains of
which the Nigeris represented as taking
its rise. lc¢ would not therefore be too
large a calculation to suppose, that it i3

spoken over a space of eight hundred or

a thousand miles square; a space con- |
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»iferably larger-than Great Britain. This
kmguage, which is remarkably simple
and easy of acquisition, has been re-
duced to writing by the zeal of Mr.
‘Brunton, who resided for some tune as
a2 missionary among the Susoos, and
who was assisted in his task by some
Smsoo youths who had been breought
ever to England for education, and have
since returned to Africa. The fruit of
BIr. Branton’s labours 1s a2 Snsoo Grani-
¥nar and Vocabulary, and several Susoo
"Eracts, all of which have been priuted.”
‘The present widely-exterded war is
favourable to the abolitionr of the slave-
srade. With the retura of peace, and
of the freedom of the seas, there is dan-
ger lest the abominable traffic should
be fenewed by the centinemtal pewers.
Bt may, therefore, scem desirable that
that the whole ceoast of Africa should be
in the possession of Britain; but we
‘gremable at the anticipation of such an
event. Britons are philantbtopists, but
the British Geveramrent = ROt accus-
tomed to scrupulous justice or excessive
humamity. God forbid that:the enor-
mrs committed iz Asia should be
practised in Africal! The whole of the
western: coast is at present in our hande,
excepting the French fort of Senegal,
zhe small Portuguese colony ef Bissao,
and twe or three Duich forts. 'The
writer of a paper in the Appendix to the
Report, suggests that < the Dutch forts
are now wholly at omr mercy’’ (a very
significans hint) ; and that the island of
Bissae maay pos:ibly be ceded to us by the
Portuguese. We deprecate these po-
Jitacal speculations. ILet the African In-
stiztution be on its guard. Wietched
will it be if the bencvolence of this so~
ciety should only pander to the appetite
of over-gorged ambition. The sole
bope of civihizing Africa rests on our
ebtaining a good cheracter in the eyes
of her injured sons. It we respect pro-
perty, display a pacific spirit, and be-
gome fnéll{))
we shall be respected, confidence will
be placed in us, and the slave-trade will
gradu_'af] ' 3ilc JQ.‘W’QY',‘ for want of §ub_’;ccta

to P‘.~Qy;3;"§°n‘_. A T I
't he Report, ¢pncludes” with a detail

o oo mls . . -+ “~ . .
of thc‘,mf:fuxq'r:%whm}x ave heen adopt-

ecd, er age’now.takj Y. Governmen,
; 3T which is in the

with §yigciabd iiyy
highes ? €8 satytactbry, as a proof
that the - At rabolishun’ thé siave-
trade Will not be (as we honestly confess
we once feared) wvirtually repealed by

.solved to a
‘muralty at Siterva Leéone, for the purpose

encfactors to the Negrotribes, |
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the inactivity or the partial
of the present ministry.

“ Two ships of war were sent out to
the coast in the imonth of November,

?rocccamg,

‘with instructions to their Comyntanders

to prevent the infraction of thé law for
abolishing the slavestrade, and te toke
every epportaaity vwhich might eccur of

reconciling the African chiefs (Wwho, i¢

nrust be remembered, have very gene-

rally been traders in slaves) to this mea-

sure, and of explamning to them its bene-

ficial tendency. A comngission, cofisist-

ing of threc gentlemen, two of whom
possess considerable local knowledge,
has also. been appeinted, and will pro-
cced m a few months to the codst of
Africa, for the purpose of minutely in-

‘vestigating the state of the different

British séttlemients, and pointmg out iy
what manner they may be made sub.
servient to the great object of African
civilization. Much impdrtant informa-
tion may also be expected from thern
respecting the capabalities 6f Africa in
general and the condition of her inha-
bitants, and the best mearnis of improving
both, to the muthal advantage of that
continent and of Great Britain. .His
Majesty’s Government has ftirther re-
oint a Court of Vice-Ad-

of giving more completer effect to the
Act for aboli;hing theslave-trade. The
appointment of snch a judicature is par-
ticularly de:irable at .the present mo-
ment, as otherwise all the wessels which
may be seized wnder the Abolition At
must be cartied to the West Indies for
adjudication ; " a ceurse which would be
attended with a cruel protraction of the
confinement <n ship-board of the cap-
tured slaves. At Sierra Leone 1t would
also be much easier tham it would be in
the West Indies, to dispose of these per-
sons, agreeably to the humane pro-
visions of the Act of Parliament. The
system of frece labour being already esta-
blished at Sierra Leone, the introductioh
of any number of Negroes into that
colony, whether on the footing of free
Jabourers or as apprentices for'a limited
period, could be attended with none of
those inconveniences which, it is als
leged, would flow from it in our West
India islands, and which, as the Com-
mitece understand, are deemed to be se
cousiderable, as to make it a questipn
whether many of the persons already
hiberated in the West Indies under thé

‘operation of the Abolition Act shall nor
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be sent back to Sierra Leone. A better
chance will also be thus afforded for
restoring some of the captured slaves to

their former connexions; and some of

them, after having enjoyed the advan-
tace of instruction in agriculture, and in
other useful arts, at the colony, may
pos -ibly be beneficially employed in dis-
serninating, in other parts of Africa, the
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knowledge which they may have thus
acquired.” :
The following is a statement of the
funds of the Ins:itution. - A
| | L. s 4.

Subscriptions and donations 2976 2 7
Expeunses of printing, &c. 494 2 9

£2481 19 10

REPORT OF THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

This Society was instituted in the
" year 1799, and is distinct from ¢ The
Society for premoting Religious Know-
ledge among the Poor,” instituted anno
1750. The latter is supported by church-
men and dissenters of all denominations
the former, of which we shall now give
a brief account, is in the hands of the
miscalled Ewangelical party.

The Report before us is described as
the Ninth Annual one, and was read on
the 12th of May. It was drawn up we
apprehend, by some very young person.
The first four pages are mere eloquence,
such as appears in 2 school-boy’s first
theme. Wehave a good deal about the
genial influences of the month of May,
of its being ¢ consecrated weeks,
during which the citizens of Zion enjoy
fnany holy convocations;"—and after
this descant upon the natural and spirit-
gal creation, comes a catalogue of va-
luable societies, as the British and Fo-
reign Bible Society *, the Missionary
Societies of London and Edinburgh,
and those supported by the Methodists,
Baptists and Moravians, the-Hibernian
Society, the London Egmale Penitentia-
ry, and finally a recommendation of
the Eclectic Review, the genius and abi-
lities of whose writers are praised in as
glowing terms asif the compiler of the
Report were one of the contributors to
that publication. _

The sewenth page brings us, thorough-
ly fatigued; to the Relipious Tract Society,
and here we must acknowledge we are
refreshed with a detail (for matter of
fact is better in these caces than eclo-
quence) of real and extended benefi-
cence. Within the year, ending the
31st of March, 1808, upwards of a
MiLLioN of Tracts of one series, and
FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY THOU-

“to the Society.

SAND, THREE - HUNDRED of another
have been dispersed, making rive MiL=
LIONS, SIX HUNDRED AND SEVEN
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED: of the
first series, and TWELVE HUNDRED
THoUSAND of the second series, which
have been sold and circulated since the
commencement of the Society. The
Seciety has engaged a great number of
hawkers in the distriburion of its: publi-
cations, and it is calculated that by this
meang, since the 1st of July 1806, about
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND tracte of
a profane and immoral tendency 'bive
been kept out of circulation.

‘Zealous persons of each sex and of
varieus stations have lent their influence
We are much edified b
a letter from a lady giving an-account
the mode of her distributing some
thousand of their little publications in
various paits of the kingdomh. Why
couid not our Unitarian ladies imitate
this example, and devote somne of their
elegant leisure to the dispersion of the
tracts of our several societies? Heat and
light are usually connected in the natu-
ral world, and in the religious world,
knowledge ought to enkindle zeal. En-
couraged and apimatéd by the institu-
tion of this society, benevolent persons
have formed minor socicties for the pur-
chase and di:tribution of religious tracts
in Birmingham, Cambridg‘c, Chelsea,
Liverpool, Plymouth-dock and South-
wark. '

The Society has, in the true spirit of
philanthropy, stretched out the hand of
kindness to Foreign Countries. Five
thousand copies of a tract, entitled
¢¢ Scripture Extra¢ts” have been printe
in the lcelandic langnge, and sea §§

to Iceland, the most
r ) L’

Danish dominionas. *

* The same gentleman, the Rev. J. Hughes, pf Battersea, is écctﬂary tQ the
Tract Society, and one of the secretaries te the Bihle Society.
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best way of making atonement for the
outrages Britons have committed on the
Danes, and of averiing the Divine dis-
plea-ure. | _ :

In Sweden, a society has been esta-
blished. by some of -the leading ‘clergy
of Stockholm, to co-operate with the
¢¢ Religious Tract Society.”” And we
learn from a lctter of the Rev. M
Patcr-on, the Society’s coirespondent in
Stockholm, that ¢ there are not a few
faithful preachers of the cross there,
that religion is warmly supported by
the Cox £, and many of the first pcople
among the nobility, that one of the
tracts entitled “ James Covey’ found its
way to the Prince Royal, who was ra-
ther diverted with the first part of it,
but when he came to Covey’s conver-
sion, he grew very serious and at last
burst into tears, and that the King,
who has been miade acquainted with the
plan,  has been pleased to express his
thankfulness that persons were found,
who would in this way diffuse the know-
ledge of the Redeemer among his peo-
ple, - and that his assistance may be
hoped. for.” Fifty pounds have been
transmitted to Sweden, to assist the
good - work, and 20,000 copies of one
tract, and 15,000 of a second and g,coo
of a third were printed so long ago as
May *. ‘, S

Religious Tract Societies have been
established in Noith America; two (one
by females) in Massachusett’s, and ano-
ther in Connecticut.

Tracts in the :Spanish language have
been distributed at Monte Video, and a

Intelligence.— Baptist Mission tn Ind.a.
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depot\has been formed at 'Gibraltar, for
both Spdani:h and Italian publications.
Ircland has not been neglected by the

_Soaciety; publications are gone out for

Botany Bay; and means have been tak-
en for supplying with these useful works
the army and the navy, ‘the convicts atf
Woolwich, &c. and the prisoners of
war in this country. .

The above is the substance of the
Report, stripped of its oratorical em-
belli hments. We have often wished
that a society on ‘a similar plan were
formed amongst the Unitarians, for the
printing and circulating of tracts of a
few pages each, and of the price of a
halfpenny or penny, contaimng short
moral stories, reflections on practical
religion abstracts of the Christian his-
tory, and devotional poems: and we
should rejoiceif the present article should
be the means of originating such a de-
sirable institution.” The editor will be
glad to receive communications on the
subject, and to unite in any measures for
setting on foot a society for distributing
amongst the lower orders of the people
cheap moral nnd religious tracts, writ-
ten not so much in defence of, as in
agreement with Unitarian principles.
As a specimen of such tracts, the read-
er may consult Mrs. Cappe’s story of
Sit Fraucis and Henry, in our second
volume, p. §75, 579,—and ¢ The Mur-
derous tendency of Bigotry exemplificd
in Calvin’s persecution of Servetus,’” sold
by Mr. Eaton, price one penny.

BAPTIST

fr will have been seen by our former
volumes (i. 493. 11. §59.) that we take
a lively interest in this mission. We
have watched with considerable interest
the Jate controversy on the subject,
which however we shall only refer to
in this place, as having increased the
congcern with which we have taken up
No. xvii. of the ¢ Periodical Accounts
relative to the Baptist Missionary Soci-
cty.”’ ﬂ S

Xl‘hc first object of our enquiry in
looking -ingo ,;ja.' . periodical pamphlet
wady, the staie”of the public mind in
- Indy , 44 connected with' the baptist
missiofi. = Prom. a letter from Mr.

MISSION

IN INDIA,

Moore, (one of the missionaries) to
Mr. Fuller, dated Dinagepore, August
5, 1806, we learn that “brether and sis-
ter Biss,” and the writer went from
Serampore (the seat of the mission,) te
Dinagepore, with an intention of pro-
ceeding up the country to Patna and
Benares. ‘¢ On our arrival at Dinagepore
isays Mr. Moore,) a servant from the
magistrate came to our boar, demand-
ing our names, occupation, and place of
residence. We immediately replied to
these enquiries, and stated the object of
our jouiney. Other enquiries were then
propesed by the magistrate, to .which we
also replied in the most unequivocal

* This letter though-now printed, could not of course ‘have been read along

with the Report. /

-
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manner, adding, that if any further in-
formation were necessary, we would
wait upon him’ in person. 'We accord-
ingly went; and were informed by the
magistrate that if we proceeded up the
country, we might possibly be sent on
board a ship, and that his duty required
him to send us back again. He inform-
ed us that if Mr. Fernandez (whom he
judged to be an acquaintance) would
give his word for our speedy and direct
return to Serampore, we might remain
here for a few days. He also very ob-
ligingly informed us that he would en-
deavour to obtain permission for us to
pursue our intended journey, stating
that he saw no evil which could arise
from it: bur as we-doubted the expedi-
ency of such an application, we thanked_
him, and declined the offcr. We there= .
fore obeyed the erder, and returned to
Serampore.”’

The two missionaries whom we stat-
ed (vol. 1. p. 493.) to be on their voyage
to India, viz. Messrs. Chater and Ro-
binson, arrived thecre August 23, 1806.
“ On presenting themselves at-the police
office,.some demur was made as to their
being permitted to proceed to Serampore.
Next day, on Mr. Carey’sgoing tothe of-
fice, he wastold byoneof the magistrates,
that they had a message to him from the
governor-general, and which was, ¢ that
as government did not interfere with the
prejudiecs of the natives, it was hiS re-
quest that Mr. Carey and his colleagues
would pot.” This request, as explained
by the magistrates, amounted to this—
‘ they were not to preach to the natives,
nor suffer the native converts to preach;
they were not to distribute religious
tracts, nor suffer the people to distribute
them ; they were not to send forth con-
verted natives, nor to take any step, by
conver-ation or otherwi-e, for persuad-
ing the natives to embrace Christianity.’
Mr. Carey inquired whether they had
any awritten communication from the
governor-gcneral : and was answered 1n
the negative. He then took leave of
them, assuring them that ncither he nor
his brethren, wished to do any thing
disagreeable to government, from which
they could conscientiously abstain. Some
of the foregoing particulars, however,
were softencd in a subsequent conversa-
tion between the magistrates and a friend
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to the missionaries. *It was not-meant,’
they then said; to prohibit-Mr. Carey
or his b.ethren from preaching at Se-

rampore, or in their own house at Cal-

cutta, only they must not preach at the
Loll Bazar. It was not inténded to'®
prevent their circulating the scriptures,:
but merely the tract: abusing the Hindoo"
religion; and that there was no design
to forbid the native Christians converss’
ing with their countrymen on Christi=
anity, only they must not go out under-
the sanction of the missionaries.”™ :
Notwithstanding this, an order of
council was passed, commanding Messrs.
Chater. and Robinson to return to Eu--
rope, and refusing Captain Wickes ‘a
clearance unless he took them  back
with him.” After proper explanation,
« Captain Wickes was furnished with
the necessary papers for his “depare
ture. As government however appeare
ed_to be dissatisfied with the centinu-
ance of the two missionaries, to remove
every ‘'subject of complaint as far_ as’
they could, a new mission to the king-
dom of Burmah was contemplated; and’
Mr. Chater with-another brother, agreed-
to go to that country, to make observae
tions on its practicability *.”’ o
"The following extracts will serve'to,
shew that the people of India are in a’
feverish state of mind with regard to the
attempts of the missionaries to convert
them. ¢ August 2r, 18c6. |[Ward’s
Journal.] ‘This day tle mother of a
young enquirer, named Ghorachund,
came weeping and almost distracted,
claiming her son. I told him to go aside,
and comfort his mother. He did. so;
and another native brother explained to
her the reason why he was here, and
that he was happy, and was learning the
way to heaven. After thus attempting
to reconcile her, they came again; but
she¥appeared quite irreconrcileable. I
then told her that no force should be
used on either side. If he wished to
stay, he should do so: if he wished to
oo, he should. I then asked him whether
he wished to go to with his mother. He
said he wou!d not go. He told her that
he would stay and be baptized, and
would then return to her. 1 tried then
to comfort her, and invited her to eome
and see her son whenever -he had op-.
portunity. She was going away, ‘and

* The other missionary, Robinson, appears to have been taken to ‘Serampare.
Hi: name stands among:t the signatures to the ¢ General Letters to the Society.™
This affair secmis to be but partiully undurstood by the managers of the mission

at home,
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brother Marshman met her and talked
with her. . However she was far from
being appeased, and said that he was
her only son, &c. Before she left us,
she threatened to drown herself in Gon-
ga. After leaving our house she went
to the Danish magistrate, and to some
of the principal Bengalese.”
_{Marshman’s Journal.] ¢ The magis-
trate scnt for the lad, and questioned
him whether it was of choice that he
became a Christian. On the lad’s as-

suring him that it was, he told his mo-:

ther that he should be left wholly to his
own will. In the course of the exami-
nation the magistrate asked them what
they intended to do with the lad in case
they should carry him heme ? They an-
swered, ¢ they should pat him in irons,
and confine him in the house.” This
determined the magistrate to rescue him
from their hands.” : .

. % August 22. [ Ward’s Journal ] About
eleven o’clock this forenoon, while sit-
ting in the printing-office, the Hincar-
rah comes to tell me that some people
aré carrying off Ghorachund by force.
I went out, and saw the boat passing by
opr honse with this lad upon it, held
down by several persons, who seemed
to be pinching him by the neck. The
boy was crying out bitterly. [ awaken-
ed brother Marshman from his Chinese
reverie, and in a minute the whole
house, school and servants, were on the
banks of the river. William Carey
jumped on our boat, which was floating
by the side opposite our house: the
Boatman and other servants put it off,
and began to pursue the other in which
they were carrying off Gorachund; we
all following by the side, watching the
chase. William and the rest rowed as
though life and death were depending,
and the man-stealers were not less ac-
tive. Qur- boat being much heavier
than the other, the chase seemed very
doubtful. Brother Marsham ran and
brought Mr. B.’s boat, and Mr. B. and
his family all took a lively terest in
the rescue of this poor creature from
the hands of the idolaters. We follow-
ed the boats as far as the eye could
reach; but our friends gained very lit-
tle djstauce on them. I obtained a glass,
and after looking sonie time, perceived
William come up with the enemy, and
rescue the young man. A scuffle en-
sued; but the idolaters were very much
frightened, and especially the poor brah-
man. Gorachund was full of joy at his
deliverance, and he was brought back

Intelligence.— Baptist Mzission in India.

on our boat in triumph. His mother
was in the boat: and when she saw her
son carrying back, she struck her head
against the floor and was almost dise
tracted.! But we’'must now return to
Serampore, where two of the native
brethren had been put in prison and
beaten, for a charge of beating a brah-
man in the struggle, when Gorachund
was carried off. It secems that this
youth was going to the Bangalee school
from our house, in company with a bap-
tized native, named Kassenaut, the apos-
tate Bhyrub, and an enquirer named
Bhyrub. As they were passing a flight
of steps adjoining the guard-house, some
persons from a boat came up; and seiz-
ing Gorachund, a struggle ensued, and
a large mob collected. 'I'he soldiers on
guard and the mob assisted the idolaters,
and at last the youth was carried on
board the boat. A mian brought a charge
then against our peopléfor beatingabrah-
man., The niagistrate committed them
to prison, and the people beat them on
their way thither. Returning home from
the chase, I wrote to Mr. Otta Bie, the
late Colonel Bie’s nephew, and entreat-
ed him to liberate our people, and that
we would be answerable for their ap.

earance whenever he should call fgr‘
them. In the evching they were libera<
ted.”” | * |

The brahmans evince the greatest
hostility to the missionaries, whom they
sometimes overpower with noise. some-
time astound with their metaphysics.
«¢ Jan. 8, 1807. [Chamberlain’s Jour-
nal.] Went to the city of Jemma-Kon-
dee, and preached in the bazar. A
brahman came and made a great noise.
He said that God is in every thing, and
does every thing; that man is nothing;
that every thing is as man thinks, and
not as -he does; that imagination 1S
every thing, and that there is reality in
nothing! If any one consider thieving
to be righteousness, it is righteonsness;
and if he account the riches of another
to be his, they are so, and vice versa.
In this impious manner he held forth
with great volubility, but met with lit-
tle applause.” , '

Of the work of conversion, one of
the missionaries frankly owns that he
can communicate but little, and that his
hopes are small. (p. 250.) « The idola-
trous hcathen,” says he, “often accost
nie, saying, ¢ Where is now your God?
Let Jesus Christ come among us and we
will believe. Behold, our debtah is be-
fore our eyes,” pointing to the river, &



Intelligence.— Baptist Mission in India.

brahman, or an image! ¢who (whor)
have you been able to convert? You

have been here, how many years; what

have you done? Behold (says a brah-
man) nobody minds what you say: the
whole country regards us and are at
our beck.”” S

During the year 1806, twenty-two
persons were baptized, making in all of
baptized persons (by immersion) 104,
ten of whom are Europeans. In the
course of the last six years the niission-
aries have been under the necessity of
sxcluding thirteen church members, and
six have been removed by death. The
total number of native members who' re-
main in the two churckes of Serampore
and Dinagepore (see M. Repos. vol. ii.
p- 561.) is 75.% .

One of the missionaries (Biss) died
of a liver, complaint,-on a voyage for
the benefit of his health from India to
America. ‘He was afflicted it seems,
with sore temptations and trials in his
sickness, .not however without frequent
intervals of hope and peace. His wife
and four children who a¢companied him
in, the ship were sent back to India to
the mission family, her heart being set
on the service of Christ and the mission.

Meinoirs of a tedious length are in-
serted in the ¢¢accounts’® of two de-
ceased mative preachers, and also the
journals of two others still living who
are sent out to itinerate. ‘These natives
are, as might be supposed, ignorant and
fanatical; and if any thing could pre-
judice the mission in our eyes it would
be the employment of such unenlight-
ened, semi-barbarous instructors. They
seem to have no other idea of Christi-
anity than as ¢ new cast, or of the New
"Testament than as the history of another
zncarnati-n. But alas! this is not very'
different from the Ewvasgelical Christian-
ity prevailing at home; for the electian
and reprobation of the Calvinists divide
men into nothing less than casts, and
their Christ bears too near a resem-
blance to Freshnoo. _

The missionaries call loudly for more
fellow labeurcrs, and it is creditable to
them that they request such young men
to be sent out as are already qualified
by the knowledge of Hebrew, Greek
and Latin.

.sea-port of Burmah is Rangoon.
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In the present number we are pleased
with several copimunications from Mr.
Carey, the want of which in the last
number,  we lamented. (M. Repos.
vol. ii. p. 5§61.) His character is well de-
scribed in a speech of the head-pundit
at the mission-house: ¢ I do not know
what kind of a body Carey Sahib’s is!
He is never sensible of fatigue or hun-
ger, and never leaves a thing till it is

‘finished!” - Mr. Carey loses his temper

in one of his letters. ¢ India,” says he,
¢ swarms with Deists! and Deists are
in my opinion the most intoletant. of
mankidd. Their great desire isto ex-
terminate true religion from the earth,
I consider the alarms which have been
spread throygh India as the fabrications
bf these men.” : * \

Mr. Fernandez, of whom we gave
some account in. the last volume, has
dedicated 10,000 rupees to the mission,
together with the profits arising froni
that sum in trade, to commencein 1807.

Somie interesting particulars of ' thé
Burman Empire, have been communi-
cated by the two missionaries, .who
were sent thither. The Burman Em-
pire is about 8co miles long, lying con-
tiguous to Bengal on the east; but is in-
accessible by land on account of thé
mountains covered with thick forests,
which run between the two' countries.

‘The east side of this empire bordérs
upon China, Cochin-China and Ton-
quin; the Chinese languagé is under-
stood by the Burmans. The principal
a-~-
ny Burman traders find théir way 'to
Calcutta through the créeks and rivérs
which communicate with that country
by way of the Sunderbunds. The Bur-
mans are Hindoos, as well as the Ben=
galese, but of a different sect, and theéir
superstitions appear to be widely differ-
ent. To change their religion is no dis-
grace. The government never meddles wwith
any thing that bears the name of religion,
but grants privileges to all alike. Apd
persons sustaining the chatacter of
teachers of religion, whether Christian,
Mahommedan, or Pagan, have more
privileges than other foreigners. Thé
Catholics have three separate places of
worship at Rangoon ; their congrega-
tions are not very large; nor are they

* It is very difficult to make out a connected history of the mission from-the
numberless journals, letters, and parts of letters which make up the “ Accounts,”
It would save the reader much trouble if a succinct statement of the affuirs of the

mission were given by the Editor in every number.

From a letter of Carey’s
Y s,

dated June 2, 1807, we learn that there are four churches in Bengal, once at Jes-
sure, and another at Cutwa, besides those mentioned above.
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very zealous about prosclyting the na-
tives The Brahmans in this country
have no clasim to the }riesthood, nor

decs it appear that they concern them-

selves. much about religion. In gene
ral, they are men of learning, and pio-
fess medicine, astronomy, divination,
&c. Ly which they procure a livelihood.
They have a cast, and highly value. ity
but except iIn this case, no such thing
exists in the ceuntry. As to civiliza-
tion, the Burmans appear in some re-
spects rather superior to thc Bengualcese.
There are but few of the men who can-
not read and write, though - the women
in general are not so well educated.
The children are taught by the p:iests
gratis, who keep <chools at their own
houses. The priesthood is composed of
a set of men quite disiinct from the
brahmans, and not under their control.
The office is not hereditary like the brak-
inan cast, but is entercd upon by an ini-
tiatory ceremony. They live in socie-
ties, 1n places called Kyoums, a kind of
monasteries, continue in a state of celi-
bacy, never cook, and are not allowed
to touch silver or gold. Early evey
morning, they perambulate the streets,
with a small vessel 1n their hands, to
gather rice. Waomen or girls stand at
almost every house, with some of the
best that can be procured, and serve it
out to them. Their influence on cer-
tain occasions is such, that they will
sometimes rescue a criminal who is about
to be executed. The Burmans have
four sabbaths in a month, which are
reculated by the changes of the moon.
They are not very strictly observed-by
the common people; but no public bu-
siness is allowed to be transaeted. They
have a great festival in Fcbiuary and
October, when the people flock to-
gether from all parts to worship at the
golden tunple near Rangoon.  The cli-
mate of the country is one of the best
in, the world; and upon the whole the
prospect of forming a missionary sta-
tion at Rungoon is promising.

"The missionaries are proceeding in
the study of languages and in transla-
tions. Mr. Murshman thus states the
rclation which the different languages
of the East bear to c¢ach other. ¢ The
Sangskrit is the immediate parent of the
Bengalee, the Mahratta, the Orissa,
the Telinga, the Kurnata, ithe Guju-
ratte, and also the Malabar or '1’aniul
lJanguage; hence a knowledge of the
Sangskrit puts all these in your power,
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rendering the acquisition of them cem.
paratively casy, e pecially after one or
two of them have been acquired. The
Sangskiit will generally furnish a person
with the meaning of four words in five of
the languages derived from it; and the
grammmar and idiom of one gives him a
general idea of the othersy; owing to
the great simiTarity which exists between
them. The pecyliar grammar of one
of these may be- acquired in a couple of
mounths; and then the language lies
open to him. The knowledge of four
words out of five enables him to read
with pleasure ; and renders the acquisi-
tion of the few new words, as well ag
of the idiomatic expressions, a matter of
delight rather than of labour. Thus
the Orissa, though posses.ing a separate
grammar and character, is so much like
the Bengalee in the very expression,
that a Bengalee Pundit is almost ‘equal
to the correction of an Orissa proof-
sheet; and the first time that I read a
page of Gujuratte, the meaning appear-
ed so obvious as to render it unnecessary
to ask the Pundit qucstions.. Brother
De Granges has con:ulted us respecting
the meaning of several Telinga words,
which were perfectly familiar with us,
either as Bengalee or Sangskrit.—The
Hindoostanee, in addition to the Sang-
skrit, borrows largely from-the Persian ;
the Mussulmans adopting a greater num-
"ber of Persian words, and the Hindoos
a smaller. With Persian, two or three
persons in our family are acquainted,
and it 1s constantly raught in our school.
I suspect that next to the Sang:krit, as
a parent language, we are to reckon the
Chinesc; but 1 shall venture no remarks
on this till I understand it better.”

Mr. Carey gives the following ac-
count of the progress of the translations
of the scriptures. ¢ Brethren Marsh-
man, Ward, myself, ai:d my son Felix,
are as fully emnployed as we can be in
translating and printing the scriptures.
Felix overlooks the printing; he exa-
mines the Sangskrit proofs, having stu-
died that language. The scripturces are
translating into eleven languages, six of
which are in the press—namely, the
Bengalee, (o!d testament) the Sangskrit,
the OQoreea, the Ilindosthanee, the
Mahratta, and the Persian.  In Benga-
lee, we are printing the seventeenth
chapter of Ezekiel: in Sangskrit, the
fifth chapter of Luke; in Ooreea, Mat-
thew 1s nearly finished; in Persian,
aboui six chapters in Matthew.- 1o
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Mahratta, one edition of Matthew has
been printed off, and a second is in the
press. I translate the Sangskiit; but
an amahuenis writes it. The others are
written by Pundits, but examined and
corrected by us.” .

'The missionaries have transmitted
home 56 copies of the Sangskrit gram-
mar, and 250 of the Ramaywuna, vol. i.
The government of Calcutta, kindly
permitted these beoks to come free of
freightage. - '

‘I'he government have permitted the
missionaries to build a chapel for Ben-
galee worship in Calcutta. Mr. Carey’s
salary as professor of the College has
been doubled. And the diploma of (we
suppose,) L.L D. has been conferred
upon him, which however we_under-
stand him not to make use of.

V.arious interesting chiaracters are de-
scribed in the ¢ accounts.” We are
pieased with the reply ¢f a native con-
vert, an elderly woman, who was in-

structed when-applying for admission

into the church, i the importance of
waiking worthy of the gospel, and par-
ticulaily of avoiding quarrels: ¢ I am
now in the last stage of life, and shall
die as 1t were to morrow ; with whom
then have I to quarrel 7> |

The following accounts of the visit
of a Jew at Serampore will interest the
reader; one is by Carey, the other by
Mardon. ¢ About three weeks since-a
school-boy came to me on Lords-day
mornirg, and said that an Israelite was
in the school. I went and found a Jew
reading the Hebrew bible with great
fluency. His name is Isaac Ben Mor-
decai. He was born in Hebron, has
since lived in Persia, and is going to
Jerusalem. He confirms Sir Willham
Jones’s account of the Affgans, having
himself lived among them at Cabul.”

“ Oct. 26. Lord’s-day. A Jew who
was born in Hebron, of the tribe of Ju-
dah, came to Serampore. He left his
own country fourteen years ago,and has
since travelled to different places as
a merchant. In pawsimg through the
Sheek’s country, he was raobbed of all
his property, and involved in distress.
On coming into the British dominiffis,
a gentleman took notice of him, gave
him a written pass, and procured him a
sub,cription. He reads Hebrew very
fluently, and seems to have a good un-
derstanding of Moses and the prophets.
He speaks the Persian, Arabic, Hin-
doostanee, and Turkish languages. OQur
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brethren converse with him in Hindoo-
stanee.- He says there are about ten’
thousand Jews in Judea, and that they-
are treated well by the Turks, who em-:
ploy them to colleet the revenue. ' In°
Persia they are treated with much less
civility. Thi: Jew manifests a strorg
aversion to every species of idolatry,
and to the ceremonies of popery which
he has witnessed among the Portuzuese
in India.© He frankly acknowledges
Christ as the true Messiah, and that 1t
was through irnorance that the Jews
put him to death; for which cause the
wrath of God remains upon their na-
tion.” He expects however that Christ
will come again, and ‘restore the king-
dom to Israel.” He attends our wwor-
ship, and thinks it is the way in which

" God should be worshipped. On bear-.

ing some of our native brethren give an
account of their faith, he said, < This is.
the triumph of the Messiah over Sa-
tan.” ”’ - -
" Mr. Carey thus describes an Arabian
Christian, who also vi.ited ‘Serampore.

<« J.ast week an Arabian came hither
from Madras recommended from a re-
spectable ‘quarter. He has embraced

the Christian religion, and { hope, may

have felt its power. He was some time

with the brethren, Cran and Des Gran-

ges, at Vizagapatam, and since that.
with brother Loveless at Madras. He

is of the family of Mahomed. He

has a pedigree regularly written out,
after the manner of the Arabians, up

through Mahomed, to Ishmael and

Abraham. He was born on the banks

of the Euphrates, near Babylon, where

his father then resided; huad his educa-

tion in Arabia; and fled from thence,

to avoid the sword and doctrine of

Wababeey whom he personally knows,

Since then he has been in a high office,

in the court of Zeman Shaw, king of

Kabool. ‘There he saw one of his com-

panions, who had embraced Christianity,

Abdallah by name. This man, whose

family name i1s Sabot, was first brought

to think by reading the Koran, i which,
he found something that appeared to,
him contradictory. He wrote to a gen-

tleman at Madras on the subject, who

sent him .an Arabic New "1estament,.
which he carefully read; and the moxe

h¢ read the more light sprung up, in his

mind. He has resided several years in

Pcrsia, and is a very accomplished scho-

lar, in Persian and Arabic.- _¥e is now

asoisting us in the Persian translation.”
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The vices and superstition of the Hin-
doos are painted by the missionaries in
broad but we believe true colours. Qur
readers would feel disgust at the recital
of murders committed with impunity,
of devotees keeping their arms erect
from youth to old age till they are im-
hoveably stiff, and their nails become
like birds’ claws, of the worshippers at
Saugur Island, exposing themselves a
prey to tigers, of women drowning
their children in the holy water of the
Ganges, and of widows burning them-

Intelligence.—Transactions

of the Parisian Sanhedrim.

selves on the funeral pile of their hus-

bands. ¢ The iniquities of this people”

says one of the missionaries, truly,
« are indeed of such a pature as tend to
harden one’s heart against them.” No-
body can dispute surely that it is desir-
able that they should be christianized,
and thereby humanized. And when
the end is so important, we cannot stop
to cavil at the means. It would be bet-
ter that they should not be ‘Calvinists;
but it is first of all necessary that they
should be Christians.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE PARISIAN SANHEDRIM,
(Continued from Page 170.) '

The next sitting of the Jewish depu-
ties, was holden August 7, 1806. The
president took the chair at three quar-
ters of an hour past 12 o’clock at noon,
and quitted it at §. At this meecting,
answers werc agreed on to the 4th, sth,
6th, and 7th questions proposed by the
commissioners. (See M. Repos. vol. i,
p- 496.) . , ,

- August 12, the deputies met again,
when, after the answers to the.8th,
9th, and 1oth questions, had been dis-
posed of, one of the secretaries read the
draft of the answer to the eleventh
question. M, Lyon Marx translated it
into German, and M. Avigdor into Ita-
lian. A member requested leave to
speak, and said, that as this answer ex-
plained the text of the 24th chapter of
Deuteronomy, it ought to be especially
recommended to the attention of Rab-
bies, who have the care of preaching
morality, in order that those among the
Jews who are ignorant of their duty in
their money transactions with other
Frenchmen, should be made acquainted
with them, to be on their guard against
the temptation of cupidity. . The piopo-
sition was seconded. Ancther member,
observed, that Rabbies, in preaching
morality certainly would not forget this
essential exhortation, A member as-
cended the tribune, and expressed his

astonishment that the expression law of

Moses should always be used in speak-
ing of the written law. ¢ God,” said
he, ¢‘is our legislator, and we must
consequently say the law of God, and
not the Jaw of Mosgs’” He, demanded
that the expression should be altered
accordingly. Another member appear-
ed in the tribune after him. He began
by praising the scrupulous zeal of the

last speaker, but he did not think that
his amendment ought to be adopted.
¢ I can safely maintain™ said he, ¢ with-
out a wish to offend the last speaker,
that my parents were, to the full, as or-
thodox as he can pessibly be. Yet I
well remember to have heard them say
always Torat Mosse, the law of Moses,
mm speaking of the written law.” He
demanded that the wording of the com-
mission should he maintained. Some
Rabbies delivered their sentiments in
favour of the first speaker. A member
observed, that whenever the expression,
the law of Adoses, occurred, it was al-
ways understood to mean the lzw of
G:d transmitted to the Jews by Moses.
He thought that the best way to reeon-
cile the different opinions would be, to
insert this explanation in the minutes.
This proposition was adopted. Another
memgcr ascended the tribune and spoke
on the word abiba, in the 19th and 20th
verses of the 23d chapter of Deutero-~
nomy, which means Brother; he thought
that the word brcther could be applied
only to a feHow Jew. A member ob-
seryed that this word was not exclusive-
ly applicable to men of the same religi-
on; he quoted the 4th verse of the 49th
chapter of Genesis, where it is used 1
the more general acceptation of friend.
He quoted also the 1zth verse of the
15th chapter of Deuteronomy, in which
the word Hebreww is joined with the
word ahiba. Hence he concluded that,
since the law joined the word Hebrew
with that of brotber, where it meant a
man of the same religion; it clearly fol-
lowed that, whenever these two ex-
pressions were not joined, the word
brother had a more general acceptation.
He quoted several other passages in sup-
5
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port of this opinion. Another member
examined critically the 2oth verse of the
23d chapter of Deuteronomy, already
afluded to. He obhserved that the word
nochri which means a stranger, had no
reference-to religious belief, but only to
the country or state; that the verb fas-
sich, which means to make profit,: was
applicable to the foreigner, not to the
fellsqv-countryman. And that the sub-
stantive abiabh, which means brcther,
was to be taken in the acceptation of
fellonv-countryman and not of fellotv Feww.
He observed, that the law was purely
political; and that what preceded and
what followed proved sufficiently, that
profit 2nd not usury, was meant. He
concluded by demanding that the an-
swer proposed by the Commission,
which contained nearly the same prin-
ciples, should be put to the vote. A
member observed that this answer bein

very long, it was fit it should be read a
second time. The president ordered the
answer to be read a second time. A
rabbi observed, that the answer admitt-
ed that interest was lawful; he declared
that interest of any kind was forbidden
by the law. Another member observed,
that in fact, the law allowed of no in-
terest, but that, since the Jews have
ceased to be a nation, and are become
merchants, they have been allowed to
take a small profit; that the answer
meant a moderate gain arising from a
commercial speculation, and not usuri-
ous interest, .A member observed that,
by explaining this idea to the Rabbies,
they would perceive that the answer
was agreeable to the principles of the
law, Another demanded a third read-
g of the draft of the answer. A se-
cretary read it for the third time. A
membeér moved that it should be put to
the vote. The president put it to the
vote, by shew of hands, and it was
adopted almost unanimously. A sccre-
tary read the draft of the answer to the
twelfth question. M Lyon Marx trans-
lated it into German, and M. Avigdor
into Italian. No objections being made
against it, the president put it 1o the
vote, and it passed unanimously. 'I'he
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President read the draft of an address to
His Majesty the emperor and king, on
the anniversary of his birth-day, couch-
ed in the following terms. |
To His Majesty tbe Emperor of the French
and King of Italy.
«“ Sire,

Your French and Italian subjects,
whatever religion they profess, cele-
brate this day the anniversary of your
Majesty's birth-day; all implore the
King of kings in their respective tem-
ples that he may be pleased to pour his
most signal favours on your sacred per-
son, and on the august imperial family.
We too, animated with the same senti-
ments, and impressed with a gratitude
still livelier, if possible, put up our
fervent prayers to heaven in the same
frame of mind. Providence, Sire, has
given you this vast empire, to rescue it
trom the abyss into which it was appa-
rently hurried by the seclfish views of
jarring factions. After rendering France
illustrieus by your victories, you have
given it peace, the first blessing on earth;
you astonish the universe, you exhaust
admiration by holding up to wondering
mortals the model of the wisest, the
most benevolent of lawgivers, and of
the greatest of hecroes. Deign, Sire,
graciously to accept, on this day, the
expressions of those sentiments of pro-
found respect, love and gratitude, to-
wards yoursacred person, which fill the
hearts of your French and Italian sub-
jects professing the religion of Moses.’’

The assembly received this address
with lcud acclimations of Long live the
Emperor, long live the Impcrial jfamily.
The president was directed to transmit
it to his excellency the minister for the
interior, and to request at the same
time, that his excellency would have the
goodness to lay it before his Majesty.

M. Rodrigues, of La Gironde, as-
cended the tribune, and gave in the re-
port of the commission of five, who had
been directed to prepare the ceremonies
of the festival, to be celebrated on the
15th, in the Jewish temple of Rue Sainte
Awuie, in honour of his Majesty’s birth
day.

[‘Ta be continurd.]

CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST WEW CONNEXION.

It is perhaps net unknown to our
renders that about cleven years ago there
was a schism in the Wesleyan methodist
church, on the ground of discipline, and

VoL. 111,

4 P

that Mr. Kilham led off a considerable
number of persons from the old connex-
ion, and formed a new connexion with
them, from hir1 sometimes called Kilba~
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mites. 'The ‘separation on. the part of
the seceders, was occasioned by a denial
of the other party, the majority, of the
right of sitting in conference (the Wes-~
leyan methodist legislative Assemibly,)
to laymen. 7The Conference established
by Wesley, consists solely of preachers;
that by Kilham, of preachers and repre-
sentatives. In the leading features of
their discipline, the methodists of the
new connexion, recemble *he new con-
nexion of Genceral Baprtists. They abound
chiefly in the Ncrth ot England; they
have but cne congregaticn in l.ondon;
and noné South of the Thames. Their
chapel in the metropolis .is situated in
Church-street, Bethnal Green-road: the
preacher for the ensuing year, is Mr.
W. Brown. Their minuteslying before
us, breathe more of the spirit of liberty,
than we have been accustomed to find
in the followers of Wesley. They re-

quire no subscription of their ministers

to articles of faith, but simply a public
declaration of the doctrines which they
believe and teach. -

New Publications in INovember.

The Twelfth Annual Conference of this
Methodist Connexion, was held in Hud-
dersfield, on the 6th, &c. of June, 1808.

About 40 persons, preachers and repre-

sentatives, composed it. Three preach.
ers are admitted into full connexion;
ten are on trial; two, wviz. Charles
Donald, aged 34, James Parry, also a
young man, have died the last year.
The state of the Connexiou is as follows s
chapels, 84; societies, 199; circuit
preachers, 38; local preachers, 174;
members, 7202. There are two chariy
societies in the Connexion, for the bene-
fit of the preachers, viz. Tbe Paternal
Fund, and the DBeneficent Fund, which
seem tc be well supported.

T'he old Connexion and the new are
at variance. A law-suit is carrying on
between them for Brighouse chapel.
"The Conference have resolved on a pri-
vate subscription, throughout the Con-
nexion, to meet the expences.

The circular Address to the Connexion
is well drawn up, and displays much
manly and generous piety.

A LIST OF PREACHERS AT SALTERS’ HALL.

‘The order of the preachers and sub-
jects at a Wednpesday evening lecture,
at Salters’-Hall, to be held every fort-
night, commencing the 16th day, of
November, 1808, and ending the x9th
day of April, 1809, inclusive,

Nov. 16, 1808. Mr. Evans—The ex-
istence of God, and the hope of accept-
ance with Him, the foundation of all
religion. Nov. 30, Mr. Worthington—
Comp:rative view of the offices of Christ.
Dec. 14, Mr. Evans—The descent of
the spirit on the day of pentecost. Dec.
28, Mr. Worthington—Rules for stu-
dying the epistles of the New Testa-

ment. Jan. rxx, 18c9. Mr. Ewvans-—
"The reasonableness and utility of prayer.
Jan. 25, Mr. Worthington—Christian
compassion.. Feb. 8, Mr. Evans—Man
the offspring of God. Feb. 22, Mr.
Worthington-—Our absolute dependance
upon God. March 8, Mr. Evans—A
conversation becoming the gospel of
Christ. March 22, Mr. Worthington—
On religious prejudices. April 5, Mr.
Evans—Stephen’s dying prayer. April
19, Mr. Worthington—The wisdom of
considering our latter end. =Service
to commence precisely a quarter before
seven o’clock.

o o
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A COMPLETE LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS ON
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MORALS AND

TIIEOLOGY IN NOVEMBER, 1308.

"'The Object and Conclusion of the
Christian M nister’s Mortal Life:” a
Sermon preached at the New Meeting
house in Birmingham, Sept. 25, 1808,
on occasion of the death of the Rev.
John Edwards. By John Kentish. 8vo.

Two Sermons, en Christian Zeal, and
on the Progress of the Gospel. By
Charles Lloyd. 8vo.

The Consolations of Orthodoxy.
y2mo. 6d.

The Penevolence of God displayed
in the Revelation of a Future State of
Perfect IHappiness: a Farewell Sermon,
delivered at the Baptist Church, Taun-
ton, October 16, 1808. By Thomas
Southwood Smith. 8vo.

Lines Sacred to the Memory of the
Rev. Theophilus Lindsey, Founder of
Essex-street Chapel, for the Worship
of One God. By David Eaton, 8vo. 6d.



New Publications.—Correspondence.

'A Father’s Advice to his Son, con-
taining Pirections for the Improvement
of his Mind, &c, &c. A poem. By
the Author of the Widower.. 24mo. 1s

Scripture Versions, Hymns, and Re-
flections, on Seclect Passages. By ]J.

Waring. 3s.6d.
Improvement of

On the Religicus
Prisons : a Sermon preached in the

Cathedral Church of Durhkam,. at the
Assizes, Aug. 10, 1803. With an
Appendix. DBy John Brewster, A. M.
Rector of Redmarshall, &c. &c 1s 6d.

Scriptural Illustrations of the Thirty-
nine Articles of the Church of England;
with a Practical Commmentary upon each
Article By Samuel Wix, A.M. Rec-
tor of Inworth, Essex, and Vicar of St.
Bartholomew the Less, London. 8vo 8s.

Lectures on the Nature and End of
the Sacred Ofhlice, and on the Dignity,
Duty, &c. of the Sacred Order. By
John Smith, D. D. of Campbleton. 8vo.
bs.

Natural Theology, or a Demonstra-

tion of the Being and Attributes of
God, froma his Works of Creation,
arranged in a popular way for Youth.
By W. Enfield, M. A. 18mo. 2s. 6d.
- Lancaster and Learning ; being Ani-
madversions on Letters in the Kentish
Courier, March 15, and April 5, 1808.
In an Address to the Author. By an
Advocate for Education., 12mo. 2d.

A Reply to the Strictures of the Edin-
burgh Review on the subject of Me-
thodism and Missions; in three Let-
ters to a Friend. By John Styles. 3s. 6d.

A Second Letter to the Barrister, in
Answer to the Second Part of His Hints
to the Public and Legislature. By K.
Hawker, D.D. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

The Legislature Alarmed, and the
Barrister Unmasked. Purt the Second.
By Vigil. 1s.

Puritanism Revived, or Methodism
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ries of Letters from a Curate to his Reg-
tor. 2s. éd. | . |
- The Gospel best promoted by Na«

‘tional Schools; a Seimon preached. in

the Cathedral of St. Peter, York. By
"T. Wrangham. 3s. 6d. :

The Nature and Extent of Christian
Liberty; a Letter to the Members of
Religious Societies. By J. Fawcett,
A. M. 12mo. 4d.

The Attention and Compassion due
to the Children of the Poor; a Discourse
delivered for the Benefit .of a Sunday
School. By Jchn Fawcets, A. M. 8vo.
&d.

The Holiness which becometh the
House of the Lord considered, in 2
Discourse delivered at the Opening of
the new place of Worship in New York
sireet, Manchester. By John Fawecett,
A. M. 64d.

A Sermon occasioned by the Death of
the Rev. W. Humphreys, preached at
Hammersmith, on Lord’s Day, Octo-
ber 9, 18083 including a Biographical
Sketch of the Deceased. By Robert
Winter. To which is subjoined an Ad-
dress at the Interment in Bunhill-fields.
By W. Jay. |

An Essay towards Unfolding the
Glory of Christ, in his Person, Love,
and Salvation; in Twenty-three Ser=
mons. By S. E. Pierce. With a Ré-
commendatory Preface by the Rev. R,
Hawker, D. D. Vicar of Charles, Piy-
mouth. #s.

A Letter te the Right Rev. the Lord
Bishop of I.ondon on the Prostitutes in
the Tublic Streets. With an Address
to Magistrates. By a Citizen. 8vo. 1s.

"T'he Prophetess’s Complaint Answera
ed; a Sermon by W. M. Smith, M. G,
of Beersheba Chapel, Prospect Place,
Southwark ; to which is added an Ap-
pendix, in Reply to Joanna Southcott’s

Answer to his last publication. 6d.
2s Old as the Great Rebellion. In a Se- ‘

CORRESPONDENCE.
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Few periodical works can boast of such a valuable and extensive gratuitins
Correspondence as the MoNTHLY REPository. Flattering as this circumstance
15, the Editor has had frequently to lament, that the narrow limits in which heis
confined has prevented him, in many ca.es, from giving such a prompt insertion
to respectable communications as was desirable. Thus situated, he has been
compelled to solicit the candour .and indulgence of his correspondents; nor has
he solicited in vain. At the same time he states with reluctance, that some
amonymous contributors have displayed a degree of impatience with regard to the
appearance of their papers which is very unreasonable. More than one instance
has lately eccurred of a comim:unication, possessing no temporary interesf, and
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suited to all times alike, being sent one. month, of a letter being dispatched the
next to enquire after its fate and to rebuke the Editor’s negligence and tardi-
ness, and of a demand being made the month after to have it returned according
to a particular direction. The Editor’s labour, sufficient of itself, is thus doubled
and trebled ; and made, moreover, extremely perplexing. He is therefore
obliged to repeat, for the instruction of the writers for the Monthly Repositary,
that he wishes to receive no communications which cannot be confided to his
judgment as to the #ime of their publication. It is his duty, and his wish to be
an impartial mediator between his correspondents and his readers,. and to make
such a monthly-sclection of articles as shall keep up the respectability, the variety,
nd the solid"value of his miscellany. He has .no partialities in his character of
“ditor; and for the truth of this assertion could appeal, if necessary, to commus-
nications furniched by intimate friends, which have been lying by him for many
months. He is perfectly sensible of the propriety of making every successive vo-
lume of the MonTHLY REerosiTory as much as possible complete within itself,
and with a view to accomplish this object in the present volume, intends tao pub-
lish in the middle of January, a
" SUPPLUEMENTARY NUMBER,

of the same size and price as the ordinary numbers, containing the Title page,
Preface, and Index, and such communications as require to be inserted in the
magazine of the present year. By this means, the J»dex, a very important part
of every volume, will be more full and more correct than it could be if it ac-
companied the twelfth number, and the work will be bctter finished as a whole.
The readers will be apprized next month of the exact time when the SurrrLk-
MENT will appear. .

" “We have bezn taxed with the postage of aletter from a distance, containing an
unimportant query of half a'dozen lines ; and our correspondent,,** Inquisitor,” as
if to make us feel the value of his corununication, enclosed the precious morselin
an envelope, making a double letter. ‘This is very thoughtless at least. Should
the same imposition be repeated we must seek redress at the Post Office.

The following communications have béen lately received, and are under con-
sideration.— Mr. Hume’s Objection to Miracles considered.”” * Hugo Twist.”
‘¢ An Attempt to Defend the Character of Milton,” &ec. ¢ A Sonnet,” &c. by W.
P. <« Veritas” on John Lacy's Prophecy. ¢ Objections to the Doctrine of Ne-
cessity,” by E. N.  ¢“\W. J.” on the Churchman’s Reply. ¢ Id.”” on the Same.

The following are intended for insertion.—<¢ Mr. Brookes’s Account of Father
Cyprian, the Missionary of the Indians.” ¢¢ Chariclo” on Christ’s Ascension.
“ A Question to Chariclo.”” « Monolatreutes’ Reply to Chariclo.”” ¢ A Berean
Chrisuan™ on the Pro-ecution of M. Stone. ¢ Fair Play.” < T.C.A’s Lines,”
&c. ¢ P.K's Biblical Inquiries.”. ¢ Primitivus on an Unitarian ULiturgy,” and
his ¢¢ Biblical Obscrvations.” ¢« A.B.’s Answers to the Inquirer.”” “W. H. on
the Improved Version.” ¢ P. I1.” on the Same. ¢ An Occasional Reader on
the Existence of the Devil.” ¢ Mary’s Sonnet to Poesy.” ¢ Secundus on Christ’s
Conversation with Nicodemus.” /

The following will appear in the next number.—« Memoir of the late Rev.
Yohn Edwards.”” ¢ Mr. Morrtimer on the death of the Rev. J. Edwards, in Re-
ply to Mr. Kentish.”?  (T'oo late for the present month.) ¢ Mr. Marsom’s 4th
I.etter, in Reply to Mr. delshum.” < Mr. Eddowes, of Philadelphia, on Unita-
rianism in America.” ¢ Mr. Allchin’s Answer to the Churchman’s Reply.,” «“ An
Unitarian’s Answer” to the Same. '

Various baoks are under Review ; and several articles of Intelligence ars
Walliny 10, Tounl.





