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g MEMOIR OF THE REV. HUBERT STOGDON.,

T

A R. HUBERT STOGDON,
whom we have mentioned

as the friend of Dr. Foster, in his
retreat under-Mendip Hills*, was
born in a village called Boddicot,

eter became, for twenty years of
his life, the place of his residence,
and 1n that city, under their care
and patronage, he reccived a rea
gular and pious education. For,

ncar Banbury, in Oxfordshire, on ~having becn first placed under the

January 9, 1692, He was the
son of Mr. Robert Stogdon, a
pious and faithful minister among
the Protestant Dissenters, by .his
wife Elizabeth, the daughter of
the Rev. Francis Hubert, called,
through an easy mistake, by Dr.
Calamy, Hubbard+; who was
ejected, by the Act of Uniformity
from the living of Barwick and
Monkton, in Wiltshire. His
mother was a lady of-biight in-
tellectual powers, united with a
most virtuous and pious disposi-
tion., . When he was between five
and six years of age, on occasion
of his father’s death, in 1697,
some relations came from Devon-
shire, the native county of Mr.
Stogdon, Sen. to visit the afflicted
widow and family; and on their
return took with them the cldest
son Hubert. From that time Fxa-

"% Mon. Rep.

minister of the parish of Wither
comb-Rawleigh, he was soon reJ
moved to the free.school in Exea
ter. Ilis proficiency in the knowz
ledge of the tongues attracted no-
tice. Hisacademical studies were
pursued under the Rev. Joseph
Hallet, Senior. In this seminary
he drew respect from all; and
when he had finished his course of
academical learning, he rececived
from his tutor an ample testimo-
nial to his assiduity -and progress,
to his great acuteness and solid
judgment, to his uncommon ge-
nius for poetry and familiar ac-
quaintance with the Roman poets,

‘and especially to his eager thirst

after scriptural knowledge. “ One
thing I observed of him from his
first' coming to_me,”” says Mr.
Halk®t, ¢ viz. IHe would not: en-
tertain opinions from the judg-

Vol. i. p. 3.

t Abridgment, Vol ii. p. 762. or Palmer’s Nonconformist’s IMemorial, Vol. ii.
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ment of others. . He always eall-
ed for proof. He had no no-
tion of taking up his sentiments
from human authority. Nothing
would move but reason and ar-
gument.”’

In the 23d year of his age, he
entered upon the ministry; and
was for a short time, chaplain to
Sir John Davy, Bart. at Credy,
near Crediton. He then returned
to Exeter and resided two years
in that city; preaching in the
former part of that time occasion-
ally, and in the latter part of it
at Thorverton.

In this carly stage of his public
character, he not only held the
rcceived sentiments concerning the
doctrine of the Trinity, as they
were stated by the assembly of
divines at Westminster, but affix-
ed to the profession of them the
greatest importance, and regarded.
a deviation {from them as extreme-
'y dangerous. Ie declared him-
self to his friends and hearers,
with freedom and warimth, against
the opinions of Mr. Whiston and
Dr. Clarke. But his zeal appear-
ed to be the expression of fer-
vent love, and was softcned by
compassion for those, whom he
supposed to be out of the way.
He never despised or hated those
who were in his opinion, erronc-
ous,—would use no methods, in-
consistentwith integrity, toreclaim
them,—nor ever betrayed the in-
nocent freedoins of conversation.

fle afterwards, by a long and
deliberate rcading, a diligent and
candid examination of both sides
of the question, with many pray-
ers and tears, with much’ feag, and
trembling, :cttled into a persua-
stom and a view of the subject

Memozir of the Reve Hubert Stogdon.

contrary to that in which he had
been educated. Me left behind
him a full and judicious account
of the progress of his enquiries
and of the grounds of his change
of sentiments, in a narrative ad-
dressed to Dr. Watts: a copy of
this manuscript was put into the

hands of the writer of this, some

years since, and was unfortunate-
Iy lost by a friend to whose in-
spection it was submitted. A
conversation -into which Mr.
Stogdon fell with alay gentleman,
who had been looking into the
Trinitarian controversy, agitated
at that time, first suggested diffi-
culties, which puzzied him, and
determined him to study the point
and to read Dr. Clarke and those
whe had written against him. He
endeavoured - at first, to conceal
from the public the change of opi«
nion, which this course of study
produced ; but a private conver=
sation with an intimate fiend, 1n
bis own study, having been over-
heard, was reported and spread
through the city. On this ground
a clamour was raised against him;
and, in the spirit and language
of the day, he was stigmatized as
an Arian, Decist and Atheist.
As to himself, he gloried and re-
juiced in the change of his opinia
ons, and declared, that he could
afterwards read. his bible with
more rational satisfaction and un-
derstanding than he could before*.

‘The power of judging concern-
ing the qualifications of candi=
dates for the Christian mipistry
was then assumed by the assambly
of the united ministers of Devon
and Cornwall. It originated with
the Presbyterian Hierarchy, that
had becn.established in this king-

* Peirce’s Western Inquisition, p. 13, 43.



Memoir of the Rev. Hubert Stogdon. -

dom under the Commonwealth ;
and was still retained and exercis-

‘ed with a parade of authority and.

a spirit of persecution disgraceful
to any ecclesiastical body. Mr.
Stogdon had intended to propose
himself for ordination at the as-
scmbly to be held in September,
1717. But the odium that, in
the mean time, fell upon him,
created an apprehicnsion, that the
matter would produce a division
among the ministers. DMr. Ni-
cholas Billingsley, whose hber-
ality of temper afforded an asy-
lum at Ashwick, in Somersetshire,
to sevcral ingenuous and candid
young ministers, enquiring after
the truth, was engaged as cxpe-
dient to prevent dissentions in the
case of Mr. Stogdon, to attempt
his removal. It was not long be-
fore this, that Mr. Billingsley had
heard of him; nor did he then
know hirn, but by the ill report
of some, and the good report of
the gentleman who recommend-
ed this young divine to his friend-
ship. 'lhe conduct of Mr. Bil-
lingsley on this occasion was
marked with a liberality that re-
flects true honour on his name.
It will, probably, be bcst stated
in his own words.

1 was persuaded,” says he, *that if
Mr. Stogdon came, he would have with
me a peaceable retreat, though in an ob-
scure corner of the world; and that by
a successful attempt to draw him hither,
I might be beneficial to myself and
neighbours, by getting of such an one
amongst us. I knew that I should here-
by incur the censures of many, and of
some, who had given me real and fre-
quent proofs of their friendship, and
very much expose myself. But being
fully persuaded, that whatever Mr.
Stogdon’s particular sentiments were,

whether right or wrong, the same with
mine, or different from them, one of

-en 1‘.”(

5¢

such a character could not fail of divine
acceptance; and that if I were ashamed
or afraid to own him, I sheuld not know
how to answer it another day; I soon
determined what to do. And therefore
having first proposed him to a <mall con-
gregation, every other Lord’s-day as-
sembling at Wokey, near Wells; and
given them a prospect of their having,
for the future, the benefit of :constant
worship, and being encouraged by them
in my design, I sent him an invitation
from them abouf Midsummer, 1717 *.

Mr. Stogdon acceded to the
proposal, and preached to the peo-
ple with so great acceptance, that
on the first Lord’s day, they rais-
ed their contributions to the ut.
most, and wrote to Mr. Billings.
ley a letter of thanks for intro-
ducing to them a minister so
agrecable to them, and requesting
some attempts for the augmenta-
tfion of their small income; which
were mnade with snccess. He con-
tinwed in this connexion about
seven years: residing for the first
four, till he married, with Mr.
Billingsley; and preaching the
other three alternately with ano-
ther minister, at Wokey and Cole-
ford. In August 1718, he was
ordained at Shipton Mallet; “¢ by
which I only unean,”® says Mr.
Billingsley, ¢¢ that he solemnly
devoted himself tq the sacred of-
fice, in the presence of many mi-
nisters and a great number of peo-
ple ; some of the former assisting
and leading the public devotion;
whilst all joined in recommending
the labours of the person thus de-
voted to the divine direction’ and
blessing : a sermon being preach-
ed at the same time, and an exhor-
tation given to the faithful dis.

. charge of the minstry, then ex-

pressly and solemnly undertak-
Mr. Stogdon’s air and de-
portment on .this occasion were

. " vy
% Funeral Sermon for Mr. Stogdon, p. 2Y, 22. 1 Ibid. 22, 23.
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solemn and rational, affectionate
and graceful ' . ,

It is not natural for the sincere -
lover of truth to coufine his en-
quiries to onc point. Soon_after
his scttlement in Somersetshire,
Mr. Stocdon read Dr. Gale’s
¢¢ Reflections on Mr. Wall’'s Hisa
tory of Infant DBaptusmj;”® and
pursued his examunation into the
staté of the controversy. ‘he
result of this investigation was a
conviciion, 1n the first place,
that he had been under a mistake,
as to the mode; while he some
tilne remained 1n suspence as to
the right of infants to that ordi-
nance, and scrupulously refrained
from preaching Infant Baptism.
But he did not decline being pre-
sent at the service, when perform-
ed by his friend- Mr. Billingsley :
and, on one occasmn, was pre-
vaxkd on, to assist 1n prayer; in-
to which hecarried a great variety
of suitable sentiments.of common
concern, consistent with his own
vicws, without clashing with the
opinion of those around him,
Though he was impressed with
the force of the doctor’s argu-

ments on the baptismal controver-

sy, yct he differed from® him in
his notion of church communi-
on; for which he thought prac-
tical Christianity a sufficiecnt qua-
lification, while every one was
left to Judcc of the sense of scrip-
turc for himself, and to act uwpon
1it.  Persuaded that immersion
was the true scriptural mode
making the profession of Christi-
anity, “he thou;_,htlnmself obliged
to submit to it; but as he was
always open to conviction, he
was for two ycars, diverted from
this comphance, by ibe rcason-
ings of Mir. Billingsley @ his pur-
posc then revived, and he cairied

terest there.

of
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it into execution at London,

in
public, which he preferred to a
-private solemnity; though some
thought it might prejudice his in-
But such considera~
tions did not move him, when he
perceived himsclf under any ob-
ligation of conscience. And
through the increasing ¢¢ preva-
lence of a catholic spirit, he did
not now sufter,” says Mr. Billings-
ley, ¢ as he had in other cases, by
a steady and inviolable conformi-
ty to the rules he had settled in
his mind.”

Having declared his principle
about baptism, he declined an in-
vitation, though an advantageous
offer, to a congregation in the
country; judging that his accept-
ance would prove inexpedient, as
his practice in that respect must
have been contrary to their’s. An
overture was also made to him to
accept the office of assistant mi-
nister, in another respectable con-
gregation : but, as it was propos=
ed to him by one of them to keep
to himself his judgment on some
controverted points, he replied,
that “¢ he would not be obliged,
but speak the truth as it came in
his way,”” and therefore advised
them to think no more of him.
He was likewise, invited to a set-
tlement 1n London, with a society
of his own mind on the matter
of baptism. But as he was re-
solved that none.should have him
upon a blind choice, and suppos-
cd that they were not aware of
some of his particular sentiments,
even on that question, he wrote a
letter to them, which, as he sus-
pected it uould turncd their
thoughts quite from him. At that
time his income from the people,
with whom he was connccted,
low as 1t was at first, had fuchq
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much lower. In 1724, _he..was

chosen by a congregationof Pado-

Baptists, at Trowbridge, in Wilt-
shire ; who never made the differ-
ence of sentiment the ground of
an objection torhim.

In the year 1721, Mr. Stogdon
formed a matrimonial connection,
with a lady of great discretion
and an amiable disposition, who
gave him the preference, notwith-
standing the disadvantages of his
personal appearance, to a rival
possessed of a considerable estate.
‘I'his union was a source of great
and mutual felicity, under great
trials,, which they shared with
each other, with affectionate sym-
pathy, and bore not decently on-
ly but gracefully. Soon after
their marriage, Mr.
bought an estate at a price, whxch
their joint fortunes were just suf-
ficient to answer; but before the
purchase money was paid, a per-
son, in whose hands a very con-
siderable part of it had been lodg-
ed with confidence, failed, and
the money was lost. This afflic-
tion, as-the first shock subsided,
was sustained with fortitude and
chearfulness ; and the loss was,
at length In some degree, com-
pensated by legacies from friends.
The exccllence of Mrs. Stogdon’s
principles and the strength of her
mind were particularly shewn,
by encouraging him always to act
according to every dictate of con-
science, as the result of his reli-
gious enquiries, to what difficul-
ties socver it might expose them ;
which .dxsposmon heralways con-
sidered as a peculiar blessing,

In his settlement at Trowbndgo,
Mr. Stogdon met with universal
esteem. His ministry was highly
valued by'those who attended on
1t; and great respect was paid to

Stogdon

Q1

him by other dissenters and by the
members of the - establishment,

Itis period of scrvxcc here was but -

short. His last sermons, (except
a funcral one,) were designed to
prepare the way for private and
personal admonitions to those in
whom he observed any thing
which was amiss, and turned up-
on the duties of giving and taking
reproofs and the obhgatlons upon
ministers, from Ezek. xxxii. 7,
8, 9. Though dcath was'wdrking
apace 1n him, he was resolved
to deliver these discourses; which
he did as a dying man, who must
soon give account of himself and
his ministrations to God.

It was Mr. Stogdon’s custom to
keep a diary, in which he -entered,
for his private use, the »anous
instances of the conduct of provi-
dence which he had experienced,
and reflexions on the review of his
own tempcer and behaviour, or his
moral and religious decays, neg-
lects or 1improvements. Ie used
to fill one book in a year. A few
days before his death, he called
for all these books and committed
them to the flaunes, with these
words; ¢ By these I shall be
judged ; they are gone betore, and
I am following after to judgment.”

A month before his death, in a
funcral $ermon for a friend, he
declared his own comtortable exa
p( ctation of a state of happiness,

saying ¢¢when my own funeral
scrmon  1s preachcd it will be
much better with me, than it is
now.””  But notwithstanding the
consolatory sentiment of hope he
thus expressed, as his dissolution
drew ncarcr, he was not frec from
doubts and fears as to the conse-
quences. Inoa sickness with which
he was visited, during his resie

dence with Mr. Billingsley, he
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felt nothing of this ndture, but
his hupe rose to joy in the glori-
ous prospect before him, and he
appeared all the hero in the ago-
nies of pain; and longing to be
dissolved and to be with Chl‘lbt

he thought it needful ¢¢ to check
the trlumpha of his soul, least he
should be transported abbve meca-
sure.”’ In his last sickness, there
was a difference, very much pro-
bably, owing to the influence of
bodily disordeyrs on the mind.
He himself, in a discourse which
Mr. Billingsley had with him,
two or three days before his end,
ascribed his fears to the sense he
had of the vast importance of dy-
ing safely,—and the terrible ap-
prehensions. he conceived at the
thought of a bare possibility of
a miscarriage. He, afterwards,
owned that his fears were imagi-
nary, and compared them to the
fears of « man on the top of a
great precipice, though he was,
by a chain or some othcr way,
effectually secured, and knew him-
self to be so. At the same time,
Mr. Stogdon expressed a rational
evidence and satisfaction as to his
safety : ¢ He hoped and believed
that in a few days it would be
better with him than ever;” and,
¢¢ that at the resurrection he
should walk o his high places.”’
He was far from falling into the
superstition of those who receive
the sacrament on a death-bed, to
supply the deficiencies of a good
life ; yet he desired that it might
be administered to him, ¢ willing
thus to commend his soul to the

sermon, from
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dear Lord that bought him.”
““The mixture of pmn and pleasure
which attended it,” says DMIr.
Billingsley, I think, ¥ shall not
in haste forget.” 1shall only ob-
serve, that his behaviour on that
occasion, was most decent and
solemn. The first thing he said
before it, and as he took the bread,
was in these words; “¢1 diein the
sentiment, in which I lived : :?? the
last thmo he said when he had
taken the cup- was this, ““ 1 ex-
pcct to drink ‘no more of this
fruit of the vine, till I drink ‘it
new with thee in thy kingdom.”

He made the happy exchange
on Tucsday, Jan. 2, 1728, in the
36th yecar ot his age, which he
would have completed, if he had
lived a week longer. On the Frie
day following, he was interred in
the parish church His burial
there was disputed, on the pretext
that the remains of such a person
were unworthy to be deposited in
consecrated ground. Butthe mi-
nister of the parish freely consent-
ed to it, as did the church.war-
dens, who had heen always very
friendly to him.- ‘FThe funeral
Isa. xlin. 3. was
preached, at the request of Mr.
Stogdon, both as to the preacher
and the text, by his friend, Mr.
Billingsley; first from the pulpit
of the dececased, and in the evena
ing of the same day, from that
of the Rev. Thomas Lucas, Pas-
tor of the Baptist congregation,
in Trowbridge, to a larger audi.
tory.

[To be concluded in our next.]
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THIE SAY

PAPERS,

[In publishing these papers and
furnishing out a monthly miscel-
lany for our readers, we shall be
constrained to disregard chrono-
logical order. As they are not
otherwise connected than as Mr.
Say 1s the principal personage in
most of them, this will be no
great disadvantage. The letters
are printed verbatim et literatim
from the autographs. or attested
copies ; omissions are signified by
asterisks; injuries done to the
papers by time and accident are
stated. | EbpiToRr.]

A Y

Ne. IV. Letter from Mr. Say to Mr. N.
Carter of Varmouth. .

V. Letter from Dr. fobn ZEwvans to
MMr. Say. ' -

VI. Letter from Dr. Doddridge to
Mr. Say. : '

VIL. Lester from Rev. R. Urgubars
to Mr. Say. - -

VII. Extempore by Dr. Earle.

IX. Succession of Ministers at Yar-
#720tth. -

e

|

——
Y
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M. Say to I\/IIr. N. Carter *,_ Yarmouth.
Bednal Greeny Ap. 7:b, 1709.
Sir, S

We sett out on our Journey on the day
we had purpos’d, and coming the follow-
ing noon to Portsme, we wiewed the
Grandeur of the Royal Ships, the Docks,
the Stores and Fortifications of that im-
portant place ; and after a short visit by
the way to my friends at Southampton,
we past on to. Sarum: and, contenting
ourselves with a slight run thro’ the
City, we took a stricter survey of its
Cathedral, the neatest and mwost regular
Structure of that kind in our nation,
We ventur’d to climb near the utmost
height of its Spire, which is more than
twice so high as the Monument. Near
to this City is the noeble seat of the be-

loved E. of Pémbroke; famous for the
beauty of the Building, the fincness of
the Paintings, and the Curiosity of the
Water-works.—From hence, fetching a

little Compass, we left the direct road

to Frome, to observe the Stonchenges
that odd and unaccquntable work of
Men, or Goblins, as Superstition be-
leves; which appears to be the rude
Monument of some signal Victory gain~
ed on that place, by the vast number of
little Hills thrown up all over the Plains
for two miles together, where the dead

- bodys were probably buried. AL
. Frome we saw the manner of drawing

Iron Wire to the utmost fineness for the
making of Cards; a secret till of late
unkrrown in our Natien, and now al«

most peculiar to this Town: Saw the

Women and the very least of Children
gainfully impley’d in making the Cards
themselves: Saw the use of those Cardsy

for dressing and mixing the Wool, the

Wool wrought into Cloath, the Cloath
sheer’d of its coarser nap, and the Hott-
presses, to give it a graceful Gloss and
fitt it for the Merchant.

From hence, over craggy rocks and

deep Sloughs we ascended Mendip,

whose Bowels are rich w» veins of
Lead.—We were let down thre a nar-
row bore or well, by a rope that claspt
round our Thighs, 15 fathom under
ground, among Rocks and in darkness,
to view by the weak light of a Candle
which each held in his hand, the manner
how the ore ran between the Quarrys of
stone: how they follow’d those Quar-
rys; blew the Rocks asunder by Gun-
powder, and digg’d out the embryo of
that useful metal. ‘This prepared us to
enter wth more courage the formidable
mouth of Ochy Hole, a wondrous Ca-
vera of 310 yards length, formed by the
course of time, and a River under ground
which rises at once out of the earth i
the innermo-t recess. We view’d-with=
out much horror the extravagant Shapes
and various figures in the Kiichin, the
Hall and the Cellar (so they call the se-
veral partitions of that prodigious Cave,)
to web the old woman that led us im

* Mr. N. Carter appears to have been a gentleman of great respectability. He

‘was born July 10, 1635.
Charles Fleetwood, anc;
1697. He died without issue 1722.
Mx. Say married,

He married,

Feb. 21, 1677, Mary the danghter of

grand-daughter of Oliver Cromwecll, who died in October
‘He was uncle to Miss Sarah Hamby, whore

Eo.
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gave astonishing names.—With more
pleasure we traverst the streets of Bris-
tol; saw its raritys of Nature ; its works
of art and of Charity; and admired that
little emblem of Loondon. We return’d
by Bath, whosec waters are too well
known to be mentioned here, and came
two days after, unseasonably, to Oxford
en Good-fryday, and were forbidd the
keys of its noblest Libiary, the Schools,
and the Muszum Ashmoleanum.

With regrett we left the place, and
entred the castle of Windsor on the day
following, and were charm’d with the
beauty and magnificence of its noble
Rooms as rebuilt by King Char. II. and
adorned by the noble hand of Verrio.
And here it was'that we were fully con-
vinc’d of the miserable performance of
the Architect that undertakes Blenheim
Castle, the rising seat of the D.of M.
wecb may appear indeed with something
of an air of greatness without, but will
strangely disappeint us as soon as we
come to view it within. This we saw
in our way to Oxf.

- We have particular reason to be thank-
Fullthat in solong a Journey andchiefly of
Pleasure or Curiosity, and amidst so ma-
ny dangers in a difficult road, we re-
turned well to this City, both Men and
Beasts.—It was late on Saturday night,
before T gott to B. Green, and long af-
ter the penny post was gone for the City,
or I had writ then. I hope to see you
the beginning of ncxt week, and de-
sign to begin my Journey for Lowestoft
to morrow or Thursday. My thanks
and service to my friends at Yarme (for
I suppose Mr. Daliel is now mostly there
also.) I saw Mr. Manning, Mrs. Mary

and Mr. Caswell to day, the former of

weh send their duty to you and all to
Mrs. Hamby.— My service to her.

I am Sir,
Your obliged Servt and Friend,
S. S.
No. V.

Letter from Dr. John Evans* to Mr. Say,
at [pswich.

London, ‘ful.27,1727.
Revrd, Sr, |

1 presume upon old acquaintance and
your known character to apply to you
with some others, im obedience to the
commands of my L9 Townshend and

the Duke. of Grafton, in reference to
the ensuing election. It is intended to
make a vigorous oppesition on the Whig .
side. for knights of the Shire in your
County. Mr. Holt is already agreed on
for one Candidate, the other will spee-
dily be fixed. Great dependance is had
on the unanimous concurrence of the
Dissenters, which I thought 1 was safe
in assuring my Ld¢ Townshernd there was
little reason to fear. ‘The temper of ye
next Parlt we cannot but be sensible is
of the utmost consequence; and after
the many expressions of favour we have
received from our gracious Sovereign,
certainly no Dissenters will be indiffer-
ent about promoting the electing of such
who are firm in his interest and zealous
for those measures which his late Ma-
jesty of blessed memory, and his present
Majesty have engaged in. It 1s earnest-
ly desired that you will use your best
interest for Mr. Holt, and that our
Friends will reserve their other Vote till
they sec who stands with him. Mr.
Baxter, to whom you will please to make
my service acceptable, will 1 doubt not
concur in his endeavours. '
I am, dear Sr,
Your affectionate bror. & servt.
JOEHN EVANS.,

No. VI.
Letter from Dr. Doddridge to Mr. Say,
at Westminster.

- Northampton, Oct. 21, X735.
Revd, and dear Sir,

A. Letter from you would have been
acknowledged as a favour, had it been
only to tell me that he (ycz ) yet retained
some remembrance of me, especially
when you have the goodness'to add that
you thought with pleasure of the Hours
we spent together. T am sure to me
they were hours of great delight and
great improvement, and I return you
my hearty thanks for so fiiendly and so
condescending a visit. HFow much am |
then obliged to you for the kind and cha-
ritable occasion of vyours, that (thas)
which nothing could in present Circuin-
stances have been more scasonable.—~

Mr. Steffe’s youngest Son is a lad of
as promising a Gentus as any one I have
under my care. He made a progress in
Greek while at a neighbouring School,
beyond what I have commonly known,

* Dr. Evans, author ‘of the ¢ Christian Temper” and other useful publications.
He was pastor of a Society of Protestant Dissenters in New Broad Sereet, behind

the Royal Exchange.

Ep.
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and before he had spent one year in the
study of it, master’d it so far as to read
over the whole 24 books of the tliad in
the original in less tham a month, at his
leisure fime examining most of the words
with a critical exactness by the assists
ance of the Clavis Homerica. He writes
very elegant Latin, and is on the whole
a fine Scholar, and which s yet more
important, [ hope a serious Christian.
His good Father writes on all occasions
ke a Gentleman, a. Minister and a
Friend, but I plainly perceive he is much
straitned with his great Family, especi-
ally as the oldest Son with me had last
Winter a very long expensive iliness.
I hope the abilities of this youngest (Mr.
John Steffe) join’d :to his Father’s cha-
racter and- circumstances would secure
® * % % ¥ * from the Fund, but
have not yet been able to obtain * *
» * % * * thepresent I give him
his education, which I only mention as
an argument that I am thoroughly con-
vinced that he deserves encouragement,
and I * * say I have not amongst
24 at present under my care one whom
I should sooner mention on this occasion
than he. He has been with me about a
Quarter of a Year, and behaves and im-
proves very well.

Since .1 had the pleasure of seeing you
here, T have found the blessings of Life
multiplied upon me in a very agreeable
manner. God has given me an excell-
ent Family of Children; I weuld thank-
fully own his goodness in that respect,
and on the flourishigg and peaceable
state of the Society under my care. I
should rejoice in a second visit from you
and I am sure my People would be ve-
ry glad to see you in the Pulpit. When
1 come to London again, if you can find
me before I am otherwise engaged I wil,
willingly give yau a Sermon, tho 1 fear
it will be pro Aureis Hrea —1 heartily
wish you abundant service in yr present
settlement, and pray that many years of
cxtensive service may be added to your
most valuable Life. 1 am, e

Dear and Reverend Sir,
Your most affectionate Brother

and obliged humble Servant,

P. DOLDDRIDGE.

I was at Lady Russells on I.ord’s Day

night, she has had a severe return of her

illncss, but is thro mercy better, <he in~

quired after you very kindly of Miss Ca-

lamy * * " * apreed to dine at Niaid-
well with us,

* Here the
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Neo. VII.

Letter fmml Rev. Rob. Urquhart to
Mr. Say, Westminster. :

Sokham, near Newvmarkef,
Cambridgeshire,
Febr'y. 21, £742—3.
Reverend Sir, ’

Before I left London, you was pleased
to desire me to let you hear from me
afterl had been some time in this coun-
try, wb 1 look upon to be no less my
duty than honour to comply with. Hi-
therto thro’ y* Divine goodness, 1 am
acceprable. The people, tho’ poor, ap-
pears to be sincere and well meaning;
some of the meaner sort followed the
Lay Anptinomian preachers, ‘while they
had no minister of their own, but have
not been to hear them since 1 came.
"This corner of the country is terribly in-
fested with Antinomianism, the bane of
Christianity, and most zealously sup-
ported by leather-apron preachers, who
have turned their stalls into pulpits.
They are declared enemies to a regular
and ordain’d ministry, and a Presbyte-
rian with them'sounds as ill as a Papist.
I have been importuned by the people
who invited me thither to scttle among
them, but have declin’d declaring my
sentiments ’till 1 have the pleasure of
seeing you, which I think will be, God
willing, some time in April, when 1
must advise with you, if { do settle here,
about my ordination, whether it te pro-
per to be performed here, or at Lon-
don.

I forbear making mention of the ma-
ny obligations 1 lye under to you, wh.
tho® 1 can’t requite, yet hope never to
forget. 1 can’t be suspected of Battery
in this; I wish there wére more of your
character, that did as little need and as
much despise it as you do. My sincere
respects to Mrs. Say and to Miss. May
God prolong your life for a blessing to
them and usefulness to mankind, wh
none more ardently wishes than

Revd, bir,
Your mo:t obedient and most
obliged humble <ervant,
ROB. URQUHART.

No. VIII.

Extempore, by the Rev. Dr. Earle,
on Diplomas being sent’to him, and his
friend the Rev. Dr. W. Harris, from
Glasgow, in 1765. (Added to the col-
lection by the present proprictor.)

MS. is torn,
X
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Since Dunces now are Doctors made,
As well as men of skill,
‘What does the title sxgmf
I’ll tell thee, honest lel
"The same as trappings to a horse,
Which, be he fleet or jade,
Not for hl:a own but rxder s sake,
So wond’rous fine is made.
So when our universities
Doctorial honours give,
*T'is not ozr merit to declare,
But their prerogdtxve.

X

< No. IX.-
Succeqsmn of Ministers at the Old
Meeting, Yarmouth, Norfolk.
[Commumcated to the Rev. S. S. Toms,
by a Friend. ]}

I. Rew. Wm. Bridge, called to the pas-
toral office, Sept. 10th, 1643, died May
IZth 1670 —The ﬁrst Minister.

Thoughts on the Unity of Gud.

2. Wm Sheldrake, was ordain’d Pastor,
Jan. 2, 162, remov*d or died, in 168%.

3. Fames Harriott, chosen Jan. 1688
died June 7th, 1704. '

4. Eleazer Birch, chosen May 8, 1797,
dlscharged Aug. 31, 1710. -

. ¥obrn Brooke, chosen Oct. 3oth,
1711, removed to Norwich 1719,

6. Peter Goodwwin, chosen 1719, re-
moved in 1730. ’

7. Ralph Milner, settled at Yarrnouth
1731, died 176r.

8. Fobn Whiteside, chosen upon thc
death of Mr. Milner.

9. George Walker, chosen assistant
Minister early in 1762, removed to Wzr-
ringtonin 1772.

10. Mr. Beynon, chosen in 1772, st111
Monister, 1795%.

- . - —— e
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

. : THOUGHTS ON THE UNITY OF GOD,

\
! SIR, Jan. 2, ]809
The existence of God appears
ﬁfom his wvisible works; for as
there can be no effect without a
cause, and the material universe
presents no objects to our senses
but what are cftects, the whole
being a vast combination of effects,
which must have hud some cause
distinct from whai visibly appears,
no sufficient visible cause being
discoverable, we ure ncccs-arily
led to the conclusion, that an in-
visibie Being oxists who 1s the
first causc of all things. 'This
Beingz must be mtvlhocnt capa-
ble of acsign ; for in ecvery part
of creation evident marks ot de-
sign appcar, and in the constitu-
tion and arrangement of the whole,
th~ Imust pmiect intelligence, the

* Mr.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

verne«l ”

Feynon is still minister at Yarmouth, 1809.
app.ar that M. Say, who is stated in our Brief Memoir of him, (p. 6.)

\

most comprchensive design, is
manifested. This Being must be
powerful ; for the most astonisha
ing power is displayed in the mag-

nitude, diversified forms and
wonderful organization of his
works; 1in the regular and effici-

ent laws by which they are go-
the wvivifying principle
which animates nis creatures,” and
the intelligence communicated to
them. This DBeing is manifestly
good; for the cymmunication of
life and so many gifts are uncqui-
vocal proofs of goodness: benea
volence of design, and benefi-
cence of conduct, appear throuﬁh-
out the creation.

One divine Being,. possessed of
infinite wisdom, power and good-

ness, must be capable of produc-

‘From this list, it should
on the

avthewity of the Poor. Diss Diag. (vol I. p.298.) to have been settled at Tarn:out/:

T2.8 never considered ws minister in that place.

Ep1T,



- Thoughts on the Unity of God.

ihg every thing thatappearsin the
visible universe : ouly one such
being need be supposed to exist,
to enable us to account for the

whole phenomina‘of nature, and

it is irrational to suppose more
causes than are necessary to ena.
ble us to account for every thing
we perceive.  The supposition: of
more than one such infinite person
is not unly unnecessary, it s usc-
less and irrational. I¢ is useless;
for a multitude of such persons
could cffect no more than one,
as every thing that is possible can
be done by oune that is infinite,
It is absurd 10 suppose the exist-
ence of more than one absolute
infinite person ; for infinity must
comprehend every divine attribute
in the utmost perfection; conse-
quently, a plurality of such per-
sons could possess no more per-
fections than what are possessed
by one such individual person,

nor be capable of any operation, or’

of producing any eftect, or in any
higher degree, than tht one such
person 1s capable “of erforming
and producing. A plurality of
such persons can be no greater
nor any thing more, than onesuch
person is ;. for as there cart be no
degrees in that which is infinite,
it can admit of no addition by an
increase of persons. Ie is diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to form
dlstmct ideas of three infinite per-

sons in one divine essence, with.
‘truly excellent Repository, will

out supposing three gods, for
what is a distinct person but a
distinct intelligent being ?

When we survey the creatlon,
we discover a unity of design in
its various parts; they arc cona
nected together and fitted to each
other, as parts of one stupendous
whole, This unity of design

67

shows them to be the production
of one individual Being, of one
will, of one hand. lf in the

}vame essence there are three dis-

tinct persons, they must cither
be independent of cach other, or
two of them at lcast must be de-
pendent on the other. If inde-
pendent of each other, are they
not three Gods? and is it not un-
accountabie that a unity of design
should appear throughout the
universe? If each of them be the
Creator, how can creation be the
work of one being? If each be
not the Creator, how can each be
properly God” If two of the
divine persons be dependent, how
can cach of the threce be really
God? for dependence is incompa-
tible with proper Deity. If all
the three be self-existent, and co-
eternal, how cah onc of them be
a father, and another a son? Who
can solve these difficulties? Yet
sclved they ought to be, before the
doctrine of the trinity is admitted.
How can that doctrine ever be re.
conciled with the light of nature
and the diqtates of reason? Surea
ly, the wovks of God will never
lead us to conceive of more than
oune first cause, one infinite sub-
sist¢nce; the supposition of more .
secms to me irrational, and it is
absurd to suppose divinc revela
tion to contain any. thing irra-
tionyl, ) |
If any of the readers of your
attempt to solve thé above difficul-
ties, without crying out against
rcasop, and throwing dust in my
eyes, by talking about mystery
and doctrines of gevelatién which
cannot be understood they shall
have the thanks of ,
" A CowstaANT READER.
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LUDLOW’S CHARACTER OF IRETON TIIE
| "ON

EPITAPH

ORIGIN OF POPE’S
GA X?‘

To the Lditor of the Mounthly Repository.

SIR, Sep. 18, 1808.

I was lately locking into the
Memoirs of General Ludlow, that
consistent and cnlightened repub-
lican, who could discover and
re,ect a despot 1n a Protector, as
readily as in a King. I mention
his work however at present with
reference, not to politics, but to
poctry. In a passage which you
may dcem worthy of quotation
for its own sake, I have, I think,
discovered a source of imitation
by Pope, who is now well known
to have been indebted for phrases
and :entiments to writers of all
descriptions, while he has gene-
rally the merit of having improv.
ed what he borrowed. I am not
aware that the following probable

instance of such :imitation has
cver yet been mentioned.
Ludlow, having noticed the

death of Ireton, the son in law of
Cromwell, and Lord Deputy of
Ireland for the commonwealth,
which happened in 1651, has the
following passage:

« Some of General Cromwell’s rela-
tions, who were not ignorant of his vast
designs now on foot, caused the body
of the Lord Deputy Ireton to be trans-
ported into England, and solemnly in-
terred at Westminster, in a magnificent
monument, at the public charge: who,
tf he could have foreseen what was done
by them, would certainly hawe made it
his desire that his body might have found
a grave where his soul left it, so much
did he despise those pompous and expen-
sive vanities; bawing crected for himself a
more glorious monument in the bearts of good
wien, gb his affection to his countx:y, his
.abxlmeb of niind, his impartial justice,
his diligence in ‘the public service and
his other virtues; which were z far
yreater hemour ¥o bis memory, tham a dormi-

tory amning tbe ambes 0)“ éiﬂg(,' who for she

most part, as they had governed othemn
by their passions, so were they them-
selves as much governed by them.’—
Ludlow’s Mem. 8vo. 1. 384.

The words in this passage which
I have marked as lwalics, may, I
think, be fairly supposed to have
suggested to Pope the following
concluding lines in his Epitaph on

Gay:

« These are thy honours! not that here
thy bust

Is mix’d with heroes, or with kings thy
dust;

.But that the worthy and the good shall
say

Striking  their pensive bosomis—Here
%ies GAY.”

I quote these lines from the
first volume, (p. 363.) of the pro-
Jjecied edition of Pope, by Wakea
ficld, who subjoins the followmg
note, on the last line, which he
has imarked ag a quotation.

« Here: in this hosom. Others may
be reposited in tombs and sepulchres, as
their proper memorials: but Gay is en-
shrined in the fosams of the virtuous.”

It 1s well known, and has been
justly regretted, by the Jovers of.
English literature, that Wakefield,
for reasons which he deemed sa-
tisfactory, abandoned his design
after the appearance of the: first
volume; publishing the further
materials he had collected under
the title of ¢¢ Obscrvations on
Pope.”” In that volume, (p. 127.)
is the following additional note,
on the concludmg lines 01 (de s

Epitaph:

¢ This thought is originally in Cra-
sbaw's epitaph on Mr. Herrys:
¢ Enqugh : now, if thou canst, pass ont
¢ For now alass! not in this stone,
¢ Passenger ! whoe’er thou art,
¢ 25 be cavomd'd, but in thy beart




Ludlow’s Character of Treton the origin of Pope’s Epitaph on Gay. €9

—< Hackett in his Epitaphs, i. 193, re-.

smarks however, that he found, ip an old
collection of Latin and Greck verses on
the death of Henry Prince of Wales,
two lines which it is not impossible Poge
had seen. - :
Angle! tuum tumulus sit cer, titulus
_siet iste: o
Henricus princeps mortuus—IHic situs
S est’. : '

Ludlow and Pope might both
have seen Craskaw and the verses
or Prince flenry; but I am per-

suaded that had Wakefield ob-

served the passage on Ircton, he
would have given that as the most
probable origin of the concluding
hines of the Epitaph on Gay.
Nor would he have been scanda-
lized, as Johnson or
might have been, to trace the ex-
cursions of his favodrite poct
even into the Memoirs of Ludlow,
[ caunot forbear to remark,
how the story of Ircton strikingly
displays “¢ the chissel’s slender
help to fame,” in the ease of a
public mran, when compared with
the pen of the historian which
can, as was clegantly attributed to
the lyre of the poet,
“ To long posterity his praise consign,
‘¢ And pay a hfcof hardships by aline.”
fudlow’s praise of Ireton will
probably be rcad while the Iin-
slish history is an objcct of atten-
tion, though the monumeat raised
to him by the pride or affection of
Cromwell was soou overthrown,
the sanctuary of his grave violated,
and his body exposed at Tyburn,
with those of Bradshaw and the

Warton -

Protecrtor himself. So little did
the men who returned to power at
the Restoration partake of the ad-
mired sentiment,

¢ 'That British vengeance wars not with
the dead.”

Eveu Blake, the naval champion
of Epglund, was no longer al-
lowed the truly. enviable chance
of mixing his dust with the sacred

~ashes of kings.,

- By the order of the Protector,
be had been deservedly honoured
with a public funeral and interred
in a vault, built on purpose, in
Henry the VIldh’s, Chapel. o
1661, there was a royal mandate
to cleanse the Abbey-Church from
the pollution which it sustained
by giving a2 burial to those who
had acted or died for the Cominon-
wealth, According to Wood, no
repablican historian, the body of
Blake was now cast into a pit,
which had been dug in the ad-
joining church-yard as a common
receptacle on that horrible OCCilm
ston ¥. |

'The republicans,  whatever
might be their defects, appear
to advantage on this point.  ''hey
offered no indignities to the body
of Charles, nor, I bclieve, ex-
cepting the oecasional licences of
the common soldiery, did they

carry their hostilities into the
graves of their opponents.  That

magnanimous triwinph over the
dead they left for the royalists, to
grace the return of ¢ regular go-
vernment.”? Your’s,

ADJUTOR.

_ ¥ ¢ His body was then (Sep. 12, 1661,) taken up, and with others buried in 2
pit in St. Margaret’s Church-yard adjoining, near to the back-door of one of ‘the

Prebendaries

Westminster; in which place it now remaineth, enjoying no other.
monument, but what is reared by his valour, which time itself can

ardly deface.”

A Wood, Art. Blake, Fast,Qzxon, ad. Ed. i 205.
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) | o WORKS OF SOCINUS,

e

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

-

London,
SIR, January 1, 1809
Your correspondent S. P. in
the Mon. Repos. for March last,
having in his account of the Po-
lish life of Socinus, oftfered to

favour your readers with a list of

the works of that eminent reforme-
ery 1 shall be much obliged if you

- will, through the same channel

inform S. P. that some of the
‘constant*purchasers of the Menth-

1y Repository request him to have

the goodness to redeem his pledge
as soon as convenient.
I am Sir,

Q. R

MODE OF DETERMINING THE CONTROVERSY CONCERNING THE
MIRACUIOUS CONCEPTIUN.

-

s

To the Editor qf tne Idoithly R.eposito}'y..

SIR,

The manner in which a very,
important question has latcly becn
taken up, hasexcited me to requést
the favour of 'you to inscrt these
tew lines in your valuable pubhi.
cation: and, as the question has
long dwelt upon my mind, 1 feed
some satisfaction in the hopes,
that an opportunity is offered of
its mecting with a gandid and im-
partial discussion. Your publi-
cation secems to me to be admira«
bly adapted for this purpose: for
you admit of the insertion of sen-
timents contrary to your own,
and thus enable your readers to
judge in the best manner of the
truth of any posmon, which 1s laid
before them. Happy would it
have been for-the Christian world,
if a similar disposition had pre<
vailed some centuries ago among
the disciples of Christ! They

would not then have. exhibited.
those shocking scenes of Christians |

persecuting Christians for a differ-
ence of opinion.
a spirit prevails, there is.the worst
of heresies. A persecuting Chris-

‘must know,

tian is a herciic, who can have no
apology for his conduct; for he
that “the Christian
reiigion 1s the rellglon of love;
and if he turns it in any way
whatcvcr into the religion of ha-
tred, he is guilty ,ofj_rebelhon
against his lord and master.

I desire then, Sir, to -have no-
thing to do .with persecuting
Christians, to whatever sect they
may  bclong. Whether they use
fire and faggot like the papists; or
fines and nnpnsonmems like some
protestants ; or imjure a man in
his trade or calling like other pro-
testants, whethel the  Christian
persecutes an individual with the
laws on his side or without ‘the
laws on his side, I enter not into
discussion with him. I wish to
agitate the question with one only,
who i 1s a real lover of the_truth,
as it 15 in Jesus, who, embracus
it upon conviction; and:is ready
to lay aside any crror, the mo-
ment it is pointed out to him, .

Wherever sucha and he feels that he had embraced

an improper opinion.
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- 1 must observe to you, " Sir,
that I was born and- bred m the
church of England
did net renounce: its communion
on any other ground,. "but because
in my opinion it8 Wworship -1s un-
scriptural, inasmuch as in that
church prayersiare offered up to
other beings, besides the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Believing that there is only one
God, the God of Jesus Christ,
I could not frequent & place,
where a very different worship is
offered up: and if I accidentally
enter into a church by law esia-
blished, it is only from the same
motive of curiosity, which may
occasionally lead me into a popish
chapel or a Jew’s synagogue.
In the church of England is a
creed, vulgaily called the apos-
tle’s creed, though 1t is well
known, that it is not the work,
and I firmly bclieve it not. ‘to be
the creed of any apostle. - In this

creed, which 1 was- early . laubht'

to repeat, it is said, that Jesus
was born of the Virgin Mary ;
and when I renounced the coma
munion of the church of England,
I retained the belief, that Jesus
was born of a.virgin; but, with-
out giving up the opinion myself,
I am clearly of opinion, that a
man may be a very good Chris-
tian, whether he believes Jesus to

Believérs njbafz rp'r"ogﬁ "
From the birth of Christ

GR— C ——

.and that I

‘in the

Supposed to be 601:'@;:‘:.. ';

be the son of a. virgin or the son
of Joseph and Mary. In short, I
now believe, that the qu\,stxon of
the birth of Jesus is, like that on
many facts in nature, one in which
is ample room for difference of
sentitnent ; and they are not to
be praiscd or blamed, whichever

“side they take, provxdcd that they

have taken due pains to make
themselves masters of the suba
ject, and speak upon conviction.

‘Among your correspondents it is

not improbable, that some will be
foupd who entertain apposite opi=-
nions on this point; and I should
wish to see it fairiy and candidly
discussed. If you, will give me
leave, I would point out the way,

and shdll readily take my share

in the discussion, not grudging
any labour that will be requ%red-
in the parts, as I now lay them
before you.

The conception of Jesus, was
either natural ‘or miraculous.

‘The affirmers of the miraculous
»conceptlon are called upon for

their proots; and I would saggest
first instance, _that the
proofs should be pwceded by a
simple declaration of the names
of the persons, who believed or
were supposed to believe in this
miraculous conception in the fol-
lowing periods.

- Unbelievers.

to A.D. 30.

From a. p. 30, to- the
destruction of Jcrusa- .

lem. - -
Fromh the destruction of
Jcrubalem to a. b.

100'-—-* ' | s

From Ao Do IQO tO An Di ] B .
X70. . | ol

2300 —— o Aoy -—n




72 Mr. Dillwyw’s further Remarks or the Civilization of the Indians.

It is unnccessary to go beyond
the year 230, as we know what
strange prejudices were entertaine.
ed in the third centary on the
subject of wlmmn ‘We know
for eertain that the doctrine of
thc miraculous conception was

in the first century : when it is
ascertained who were the persons

| bbl)evmo in ‘this doctrine for 230

years, we shall have some grounds
to go upon’ as to the credibility of
the fact. I remain, Sir,

- Your constant reader,

not belicved by many Christians - INDAGATOR.
REV. P. WATSON AND REV. R. BARBAULD.
London, . Jan. 23, 1809, ing the Welfare of the Rising Ge-

. The Rev. Damel \’VatsonrM A.
Rector of Middleton Tyas, York-
shire, of whom there are particu-
Iars, M. Repos. vol. iii. p. 11.
375. published an Historical Ca-
techism, (on scripture history 1
sappose,) 1. which he is said to
bave followed Bishop Law, pretty
closcly.

The Rev. Rochemont: Barbauld, '

whese life and character are so
elegantly portrayed in the Supp.
to M. Rcépos. vol. m, p. 706.
published a scrmon n

neration :

Jan. 2,

. 1792, as.
follows: ¢¢ The Duty of promot-

represented 1n a Ser-
preached at St. Thomas’s,
1792, for the Benefit of
the Charity School, in Gravel
Lane, Seuthwark. 8vo. pp. 23.
6d. -Goldney, Paternoster Row.”’
Did he publish nothing more?
Three or four yearsago, he preach-
ed the Annual Sermon of the
Southern Unitarian Book Society
at Lewes, Sussex, which he was

mon

«1mportuned to plﬂ)llbh, though
:his modcesty prevented his com-

phance with the request.

— ———

MR. DILLWYN’S PURTHER REMARKS ON THE CIVILIZATION OF
THE INDIANS IN NORTH AMERICA.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.”

‘ l.f'altbm'n.sfow, Very soon after -the treaty of
STR,  Yst. Mo. Oth, 1809. Greenville, in 1795, had termi-
Observing (M. Repos. vol. iii.” nated ‘the Indian wars on the

p- 669.) that Joshua Brookes is North Westérn Frontier, and es-
not-satisficd with my observations™ tablished the, beundary between
(p. 602.) on his ebjections to the the Indians of those pasts, and
conduct of the people called the adjacent territory of the Unit-
Quakers, in their pubhcatwns cd States; two of our American
relating to the civilization of ‘the ycarly meetings (namely those
Endmns, I beg lcave to occupv held in- Philadelphia and” Balti-
another column or two in a brief More, ) appomted cach a commii-
recapitulation of the fucts alluded tee to pursue such measures as
to by ‘us. should appear most llkc}y ‘ to
— e 5
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pmmote the’ eivilization and’ wells
being  of Hthe! Tnﬁah riztives.”?
Both of ibt'“m“ eécded ’fmrﬁ'e.
diatcly’; - a’nd in' 1805 tfnéy
parately r ported to their! réspeb-
tive constituénts the progichs’ ‘they
had madc: 1 'Fhe' Socie oty Lb"b‘)
land being infbithed; in’ the dyaal
course of céﬁespdndé‘név, of - the
benevolent "désign which had' en-
gaﬂed the attcnt‘lon of their Aine-
rican breéthren,” bad from time Yo
time- encouraged thein’to perseéx
vere, with an ‘aséurance that whér)-
cver pt‘cumary aid sheuld'appear
necessaty,’ ’rt ‘would be cheerfuﬂy
farnished.! "Theé: exh‘tus%é’ﬂ ‘stiite
of the Afn*en(“in F’unds ’a*pf) p‘n-

ated to this purpo§e requtnng the.

aid of ﬁirther ‘contributichs ) each
of thése: eﬁriy moeimdsum 1805,
on recewino the: above-mentiéned
reports of thézr respective” €orm-

mittées, dn-ected théih to be- im-,

med:ately published for the mofe
general informatiori’of ‘theli‘ mem
beré deemmg it not only daé 1o
the Body at large, "éut also'd %’k’é—
ly mbans of exc‘xt" g Fiboradity
funishing the hdditional plet i
ry  assibtandie reqmr‘cd P*mtﬂe’a‘f
copies of thes¢’ i'opmis 3600 rodi¢hy
ing-England; and’ ‘bemg mim’ca‘i-
ate]y c"}‘nm‘féﬂ and ‘spread;! thié
year']y miéeting held in Piondon }lty
1806;° fécommended 4 {g ferdil
cohtnﬁuﬂon' it thiv'’ ¢éi #{) ‘i)
cohséqmmée of'* ‘which}”
7000 wis reimitted th &iﬂ&ribh'
as I formerly thenubh&?i” Rt
Sueh, and-‘such’only’, weke' ﬂig
pubhcatxons whergon J. B. c8iil
with the least shadow of propriety
ground the charge stated in his first |

Letter (M. Repos. vol. iii." p.491.)

of a disposition in the Socmty, to

assume the exclusive merit ot the

rational mode of civilization allud«

ed to, without any reference to the

VOLQ Iv. ‘

cant d‘isinct &

goveménent of Awmerica. My ford
mer Letter was ' intendéd 20 ' show
that the approbation of that’gdé2
vernment wés ‘as strongly” and Ca
spectfully’ referred #b in ‘the re2
ports abovesmentioned, 23 N any
dbéuﬁlénts of ‘théir ﬁ*«i’m"(’ esuId
be’ cénsufe’reé proper; ‘nor ¢kl
yét’coneeive) that in thé ‘reporis
of Yransactions, ‘declared to- havé
the national sanctioh, though éns
tirely insulated s to: tbe yarticus
ar object; as well as its’ a tendant
exXpence; - and merely published
for’ tf;‘é‘*“*’-informanon of uur ‘o wil
16t the: ncc‘asmn énll%ﬁ’ ToF
any ‘thihg mbrt‘ g Py
“OF -~ the “uififorinty fAveurable
Gispﬁsmoﬁ ‘of the’ go‘veﬂﬁﬁen& or
the United Stafes ever §ince thai¥
establishmiént)’ 10 “the: amelivba2
tion “of ' the”’ éondﬂron ‘of the-Ind
dians, and of thé fnoré r?cenf*an-
nual appro’;i """
able ‘S 16" tbe pm‘pose, on'd
frohtier vch ‘ex@eeding a ‘thoul
sand ‘fnifes, ‘the: Bociéty hete, id
ebﬁéﬂmecémspmdence With me%f
tr‘maaﬁﬁntxé’ brethivn’ were.' folly
""" dnd: the rﬁpv’l‘!tidﬂ of
suéh“iﬁﬁ)rma‘tmh iy transimidting
iitelligerice 'of*: pmwédrﬁﬁ“n-i#a
tive to éomp‘arativ@}y ;mé’Fgmf}’I
st Bave ‘beel’ieé
Barded ay’ Sn*p‘er'ﬁuo’us, i répotid
pw;s%a #Ath the' evident bheenl
tionof exciting the libiev#l CoEtbY

| t’ibhe of zﬁ&»n Wi bx‘ethmh ‘1t ‘\as

c”ﬂ 1 %, wnneé ry to Stat oW
rfiéh Had' béc E be the fo'z
vbh)ﬁn‘nf”‘thh srmihﬁr views, ‘and

the"’hmo‘\’rﬁ'tlof ‘the - nﬁtloﬁhl‘ﬁ
propridtidh ds-“tertdinly’  did o

prdclidde tic Hecdsdity of recotirié
to the bounty of individuals.

If any of our Iiterary reviewers
have been too lavish in their en-
comiums on the conduct of our
religious society, in the pursuit of
L .
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the objects in question, I hope
they only are answer—able.. fOr the
excess.. -

On the. grounds I have prcrms,
ed, and on no other that I can
conceive, J. B. in his first letter

expressed his sorrow that our so-
cxety ¢¢ do not appear to give ho-
pour to whom honour is due, and
therefore are guilty of injustice
and piracy in the moral world,”
and in his reply.to the few obser-
vations 1 offered in such an accu.
sation, 1 find him yet mdlsposed
to acknowledge . that )it was ad-
vanced, on a too superficialier
of the documents whercon™I sup-
pose. it to have. ‘been . founded.
‘And however the judges to whom
We now mutually appeal may de-
cide, this letter as far.as concerns
myself, must close the subject.

"Of the epithets: he _ebjects to,
I am sure I intended. the applica-
tion of neither to him’ pezsonally.
The term arrogant could .indecd
only apply to. a_pretension,. awhich
if proved, I' doubt not.we shall
readily unite in reprobating; and
I did not even suspecta, difference
in oyr sentimepts of the invidiouss
ness of an attempt o appreciate
the comparatlve merit, of - those
engaged in any benevolent under-
;akmg, without a knowledge of
the czrcumstances apd sacuﬁces
attendant on it. .

If I expressed myself in qny
degree constructive of persana]
disrespect, I wish to assure him,

pothing was farther from my in.
tention. I behc\'e I am person-
ally acquainted with the deputa-
tion he met on their way to .the

v'lze'w, Elfjot,

‘fully, recollected..

Miamis in 1802, and that lic may
be equally confident that he,miss
understood them, as. to.the amount
of any legacy -left to the. socxcty
for the purpose.stated. .

As to the progress of Indian
c1v1hz'1tlon in other parts of the
United States, and. particularly
in the extension. of its benefits to
the front:cr of the Somhem States,
I am sure our society both here
and in America sincerely rcjoice
in the success of their nativnal
endeavours. And. we. should as
gladly anticipate the extent .indi.
cated by some late intimations 1n
the.. American ncwspapere that
‘. the Cherokees are anxious; to

forth an addltlonal stgte in i the

24

federal wnion.” Nor, I, ATust, have

‘we ever been backward 1n, bestow-

ing commendat:pn on. the forme

labourersin the same tield. In that

class; the names of Mather, May-
the Brawerd.s, and
many. others of various religious
denaminations as-well as tbc SCr=

vices of the Moravian brethreng

who. have also strongly cvinged. g
bcnevolont atfachment  to  ghe
abopgmal inhabitants  of .. “my
native country, are yet grate-
And if: J. B.
will favour. .the public’ with . any
;ntt;lh{,;,cnqref of farther sa.cnﬁces,
by whomsoeyer madg, .op the al-
tar of humamt_y in their favour,
I shall consider it gs amply com.
penaatmg me fm the httle -colli-
sion of op:mmn which has intro.
duced 3 corresPondenCc of th:s

kgnd
W m. DILLWYN
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CHARICLO, ON THE'ASCENSION  OF CHRIST.

t oA

i Do the Editor of the Monthly, Repository.

‘sip, Diss, Oct. 14, 1808.
~ .As you have at length announg-
ed. .for publication, a letter ad-
dressed to you abolt five months
ago, under the signature Chariclo,
you will perhaps, 1n the course
ot the next five months, find ane-
ther nich tor'the curiosities of the
same enquirer, - T

]

~ His present solicitudes  respect
the date of. the ascension. "It s
u}‘ll'kx_l'os:\{,p,‘: from the copcqmng"
testimony of the cvangelic wrjters,

that Jesus Chuist took feave of his
disciples in Galilee, and there
scparated from them. on. a. misty
mountginatap, | But, although
the agcount, - at the beginning of
Acts, (ghei. v, 9.) whichyas com.
ing from Peter, is probably.:the
origingl : one, :relates that - ¢ a
cloud, geceived him out of their
sight;?’. there, is nothing in the

narrative, to preclude the suspici.

9on, that Jesus .rgﬁdesc’c"mlgd'”t’h‘j ,
mountain on . the ather side, ane

continued his progress in the di-
rection towasds Damascus, At

least, therg is- strong scriptural

ground for suspecting, that, “for*
nearly five years.after his_scces.
sion from_ Galilcey, he, must have

resided in the neighbonrhiood of

-

S

\(hﬂt Cltyﬂ,, Yo e e (e
Lo s . . . YIS
Saint Paul’s testimony is -pusi.

tive (1, Corinthigns, xy, 8.) to his

‘having seen Christ, at a lager.p,é?

riod than ‘trgc other . disci,ﬂlgs and

apostles. This later, period .can-
not well “have preceded the con-’
version of $t.. Paul, whieh is-ac-
knowledged to have been at Jeast.
five years posterior ta the cruci.
%xion, 'The conversion s relats

..F—hi‘lst",s

‘h‘iui, .5“’66(1(3

ed in -Acts, (c. ix. v. 3—6.) wag
preceded by-an actual interview
with Christ in the nejghbourhood
of Damascus. It seems natural
toinfer that Jesus had there chose
cn his abode. . It may be added,
that a second coming to Jerusalem
is repeatedly alluded to as an.ohs
ject ofighis inteptions., . Now the
idea of" this second, coming which
Johui (c. xXi.. v, 28.) and. others
announce, could hardly have oc~
curred, unless to persons, who
knew that Jesus Christ was resje
dent actually within a passable
distance from Jerusalem. This
sojourn might be kept a secret,
except among particular friends ;
least. the, police should again for-
ret out. 'hi's; | }p]ersox)} and h;texgj;pb ;
repetition of that atrocity, which
failed-to ‘terinjnate his existence,
There is an, account, in Eusebius,
which tends to fayoupthe surmise,
that from Damascus, Jesus fes
maved toEdessa; and .that lhe

preferred . the i uvitation of. king
-Abgar to thc mere protection .o

king Arctas. The correspondence,
which motived thjs final establish-
ment; does not enable us to guess
how long the urrangement endur-
ed; yetsurely the gospel of John
cgnnot_have” been finished much
before: the year sixty of the Chrise
tian' @rp; and would not have
becn finished as it is, if the ngs
cengion .of the, spifitual part of
's pature, whether preceded
or jmi.‘b{f a dissolntion of his body
intoits elemental *mmid at!d;'g'azz'eg,
been, knipwn to. the
., CHARICLO.

evangelist.
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5. FRLPIT.ASPERSLONS,

To téé Editor of -the Monthly Iepositury.

" Bath,

~ sir,  Jaenuary 10, 1809,
- The late season of religious fes-
tival has doubtless been attended
in many places, with much pub.
lic distdssion of orthodorv, kete-
rodogy and infidelity. This cane
tiot hive eseaped the observation
of those, who_from motives of fair
énddiry, occasionally. attend the
religious assemiblies” of  different
societies. ‘I am vhe of that num-
ber; not fromt any difficulty I find
in embracing, in 4 shertér way,
those “truths of ‘the ¢oipel which
appear to me chicfly necessary for
the faith of a christiah, but with 4
hope of witnessing ab increase of
rational ‘and scriptural faith, ac-
companied by growing charity.

' The scason ‘of the’ nativity of
Christ, and alsé that of his death
and resurrection, may niturally,
and ‘from pious mdtives, often
excité peculiar teverende respect-
ing ‘his nam'e and offices among
incn.  But whoever TS, a9
e oughit, the real'¢haracter of thé
Son of 'God, what he ‘said of hima
sclf, and what hé tadght for the

cordidcrs, as -

to their rights of pravate judgment,
and condemn, in. terms nearly
alike, the cxertion of f aﬂy CONe
trouling power against’ ﬂi"‘e’hi, re-
spectively.  But in the e ofthat
independence whicli they so justly
claim, there secms to be indulged
a most incounsistent- Ticence  of
abuse and disparagement. ' 'This
practiceismost remarkable among
those sects which lay claim to the
gréatést ‘share of evangelical reli-
gion. ‘Indeced no small propor-
tion both of the writtén’ and ex.
temporaneous sermouns, at'this sea-
son ofthe ycar, arc rematkable for
abotinding more in the  censure
and ‘abuse of differetit socicties and
teiicts, than ‘in the enfoFéémoent of
useful christian faith™'4all * that
personal holincss, without which
no man is warranted in é¥pecting
the acceptance of his tnakert”

*.That in the ‘¢hurch’ of England
this spirit of censurc ‘should "Be
fotind, respecting ‘all’ dissenters
from her articles and communion,
is ot wondérful. She is a chirch
of national émoluments, or rather
a ‘church holding foftli- a kind of

- . .. Ty 4 Wt Co, . 4,' . . -‘_..,",. - , L, ;.' .
instyuction and “govérnment of Jottery of emoluments; dnd her
. . 0. . ! R ' - ¢ q- o ) » P . V. ty P
others, will see abundant caus¢ jealousy may be éver éxpcktcd in

for the cultivatidn of an wrcalum-
wrating and charitable disposition,
 ‘Sorry I'am to say, thatin thesd
days. of the 'ificrease of '(l‘jsgcxntiiﬂé
cohgréggtiO‘ﬁs"in; this "c'_oj';ufnt.'ry', a
censorious, rather'than’ a charits
able “constructiot of the exercise
of the rights of lpriv: te judgiheht,
scems to be'gzm 'ing" fouh . Ali
@eseriptions Y ‘protéstart disseh.

TRRE

proportion as hc_’.l‘“t‘g-abh’éfjs,. who,
Are, iw‘a{c{h_mg_ for the prizes, sce
themselVes rivalled'in the public
esymation. -Vulnerable as she
féels herself in*different articles of
Her professed faith and practice,
sheé cdnnot be expected to be casy
under ‘€xposure and dissent, while
the fears of g professtd reforma-
ton’ dié éxcited, a reformation,

ters; inclusive’ of “tlié "chufch of which) if once contiienced, may

Eaghuond; (whicl’is Bat 2 ~partial
disscnter ,from the mothier ‘chUT¢h
of “Rone) &ill verbully agree as

Esp'r{‘aii too far, and endavger her
preseht 'degree of seéurity. Her

Yréquent 'c¢ites of ‘the church in
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danger, her anathemas = against
error, her complaints of atheism
and infidelity, and: her. solermn
warnings- against heresies, are
quite in character, although n
cannot be denied that many oi her
teachers are too well informed to
be real believers.in trinitarian mys-
teries and Athanasian absurdities.

- But some of the boldest and
bitterest invectives against simple
scriptural bebievers are to beheard,

as [ have heardthem, trom popular
teachers, in the different Calvipis-
tic and anti-Calvinistie sects,
among the former especially. Their
jealousies of each-other, pespecting
modes vt baptasme, and the degrees
and - dispensations of Jeith and
grace, and ‘means of-salc atiun, are

ever kecping themiin an -uncasy

ferment, andengendering apparem
il-will, whlle tho (hﬁ"mem, degrees

ofarr ogrmca, tou often ar 1s1ng tro m
ignorance in teaechers, influence
the members of theircongregations
accordingly. Many are. thereby
led, as the really blind, “"b_y ways
which they know not.” . Dcluded
women, without the means of bet-
ter knowledge, are often
made tmplicit believers of what
the scriptures do not teach ; they
become smatterers.in dwxmt) over
their snuff-boxes ‘and tea-tables ; ;
their children are confused with
opposite catechisms, and hymns
which none can be. supposed ever
to understand ; all, however, pro-

tessedly uroundcd\hn ¢ the word of

God,” which is their common de-
ecnptlon of the whole .bible. ‘The
word. of God, as. thus defined, is
made to baacuon, alike all notions
of faith, - however, wild or contra-
dictory. These thmgs, in the pre-
sent: rmpentectnon of human so-
eioty, in which religious frailty is
involved, we must. not hope 10 see

but

oceurrencoes

thus-

-

wholly corrected ; and wherever
sincerity, even in error, is accom-
pamed by common bencevolunce,
-we must.endeavour to be content ;
there 1s abundant reason for this,
sccing the Almighty himself bears
w 1th umumem,l;}{, linperfections in

and in all his accountable
créaturcs. S
-But when in the pwlpit, the

pla,ce commonly held the most
sacred on carth, nwe s¢e the pro-
fcssed  ministers cof the gospet
giving way to vaguce and visionary,
envious and reproachful dociringes,
1t becoines soine of :us observers te
notice their improprietics, by way
of caution to the  incousiderate,

;amonyg their hearers, and hy way

of reproof to them who grossly
oftend. Ity may be at leasc
worthily attempted, from time 1o
time, through the channel of such
a publication as #kes.  For the
present Towill state a few public
ot pecubar com-
plexion, which have lately fallear
undcr my notice.

A certain popular * evangeli-
cal’? preacherof the establishment,
in -Bristel, was. lately speaking to
his audience on the deatlr and re. .
surrection of Christ, fromm thix
passage; ““ Whosoever. loveth not
our Lord Jesus Christ, let hum be
Anathema  Maranatha.”  After
dwelling variously. on the different
obligations of love to..Christ, he
Lhoucrht proper to illustrate his
subk]oct by ¢ the love which would
be excited in the minds otl hix
dearly beloved brethren, by the
appearance of their belouvcd Nelson,
returning, covered with wounds,
and the glory of - conqliest, from
1he battle of Trafalgar!” Alhis
was undoubtedly sublime:evange-
dism-!  For the final salvatiod of-his
audience, they were 40 pray
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to God ‘the oly Ghost,  that
through the blood and atonement
of God the Son, they might be
made acceptable to God the Fa-
ther.”” Should any rcader of this
Reposttory notdiscover an essential

agreemunt between the style of:

prayer here prescribed, and the
practice of prophets, and- apostles,
and of Jesus Christ himsclf, who
taught the language of prayer,

it may be because his evangelzcal -

‘eye i1s not opened ! These senti-
ments of the preacher were accom-
panied by a suflicient quantity of
invective against Arzans and Socz-
nians, as absolute infidels, who
must of coure be ¢ anathema
maranatha.”

A clapel teacher of this city,
of the drminian persuasion, lately
introduccd the hackneyed subject
of-infidelity, ¢ alarmipg infide-
hty »» by warning his people
against swarms of Alzam, Socz-
ntans, and other Uiitarians, who
werc to be found i the Country
men who neverread their bible, bul
who talk theirinfidelity by rote, like

parrots, understanding nothmo of

what they talk, and whereof thby
affirm, &ec. " Another popular
chapel oracle here, with equal assu.
‘rance, and the better to give a ne-
gative explanation of his text,
( Immanuel—God with us,”) as-
serted that it was ¢ a text of which
Arians and Socinians can make
nothing—they have: no Immanuel
~—they know not what it means—
they. ‘have no lively, or any sense
of ‘the subject—wherever their

assemblics are found, nothing but

darkness and death are: found
among them—Christianity  has
been destroyed by Arears in the
west, and by Socinians in the
east,” &c. Thus 1t is become
fashionable to cram the illiterate
of modern, songregations, under

Pulpit Aspersions.

‘the guize of orthodoxry and evarne
gelism, with arrant falsehood and
abuse, the tendency whereof is to.
obstrugt and destroy that essential
part of Christianity, brotherly
kindness and charity of sentiment ;
but t4ese, it should seem, are of
small account, in- comparison of
the evangelical benefit that is to
be conferred on mixed congrega-
tions by slander and untruth.
Some persons, of almost any
assembly, who- hear such senti-
ments, may know better than to
beheve them, and inay silently
disapprove ; but, unwilling to
oppose thelr teacher, 27 contend-
ing for .the true faith, they say
little about his 2ndiscretions ;
while the generality of such con-
gregations, being ignorant of theo-'
logical facts, take for truth what is
thus shamefully conveyed to them !
The cffect, undoubtedly, is to ex«
cite the most odious sentiments of
brother Christians—of men who
not only do recad their bibles, but
read them with particular atten-
tion; men who take their prin.
LI])l(“b of Christianity from the real
teachings of Christ himself; and
who, because they find his teach..
ings correspondent with the ancient
divinity of good and holy men,
with the commands of the Al.
mighty, who changeth not, aud
with the full conviction . uf’ their
own minds, refuse to receive trini-
tarian illusions, the inventions of
priests, and the impositions of
councils, which have carrupted the
doctrines of .genuine Christianity.
Such Bible-recading menare always
ready -to vmdxcate themselves on
Bible principles, and to appeal to
the authority of Christ . himsclf
for the soundness of their Chris-
tianity. They contend, on the
Jullest and fairest ev»dence, far
the simple, eternal unity of God,
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for the divine character of Jesus
Christ, and for the importance
and effects of his mission. On
.scrzpture foundatxon, they strict-
ly profess to:stand in their ac-
knowledgment of the benefits of
the birth of Chuist, the promised
Messiah—his life, ductrzues, death,
resurrection and ascenston; his
heavenly offices—a general resur-
rection from the dead—and, fi-
nally, a future judgment of the
righteous and the wicked, in which

Jesus Christ shall bear his cssen-

tial dignity, ¢ to the glory of God
the Father !’ So contrary to truth,
and so. tull of calumny and abuse,
arc modern representations !

Let us hope that obscrvations
and avowals like these, by be'mg
frequently made, may have some
tendency to check the cvil so
justly to be complained- of, and
that if any dental of them should
be attempted in this impartial Rea
pository, by stating wherein Uni-
tarians arce wnscriptural, a further
oppertunity may be afforded for
sober and serviceable explana-
tion.

~ JULIUS.

N. B. The writer, who gives his
real name to the editor, will be
answerable for any ]’acts, which
he states as such., :

EXAMINATION OF A PASSAGE 1IN HERODOTUS,

e

IN REPLY T@®

CHARICLO.

e e

Te the Editor of the

SIR, Feb. 4, 1809.
Chanc]os refercnce, (p. 27.)
to the passage in Herodotus(Lib. ii.
§ 141.) is no more satisfactory to
me than was his former loose asser-
tion. When I haveassigned the rea-
sons of my dissatisfaction, it will be
for you and your readers to judge
whether 1 ¢¢ agffect a doubt, in
order to preserve the appearance
of having raised a Fdifficulty.””
The whole section iff® the Euterpe
I shall- give in English, as your
learned rcaders can readily turn
to the original. The hlstorxan 15
narrating ‘the successien of the
Egyptian kings.
¢ After him, the priest of Vul-
can, whose name was Sethon,
came to the throne. - He' treated
the .army with contemptuous dis-
regard, supposing that he should
never need. its support. -Besides
other marks of ' dishonowr, he

Monthly Repository.

deprived the soldiers of their es-
tatés; for, under the former so-
vereigns, a sclect allotment of
twelve arvure [an Egyptian aroura
was a square of a little more than
60 English yards] had been ase
signed to each man. Some time
alterwards, Sanacharib, king of
the Arabiansand Assyrians, led a
large army against Egypt: and
the Egyptian troops, - on account
of their own. injuries, refused to
act. Reduced to this extremnity,
the priest betook himsclf to the
temple, and before the statude of
the god deplored his perilous con-
dition. In the midst of his la.
mentations, he fell asleep; and,
in a dream, the god appeared to
him and assured him that he should
suffer no calamity in opposing the
army of the Arabians, for that he
himself would send hlm avengers,

Confiding in these- visions, the
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king collected such of the Egyp-
trans 4% were willing to accompa-
ny bim, and encamped at Pelu-
siem, whoere the pass isinto the
country.  His attendants consiste
ecd not of any soldiers, but were
a merc rabble of pedlars, artisans,
and the lowcest ot the people.
When they airived  there,  they
tound that a multitude of fickd-
mice had by night over-run the
enemy, and bad gnawed  their
auwivers, . their bowastrings, and
the straps of their shiclds, so that
on the next day, they fled, desti-
tute of arms,- and many of them
fell. A stonestatue of this king
is stil} standing in the temple ot
Vulcan, holding a mouse in his
hand ; and with this 1DSCTIptIon,
WHOSO REIIOLDPS ME, LEF HIM

REVERE THE GOBS.”
This i1s the passage in which,
aecording to Chariclo’s hardy as-
scrtion, *¢ Herodotus minutely
describes enc of the statues in the
temple of Jerusdlem.!'VP”  DBut as
he considers Hezekiah and Scthon
to be ¢¢the same person,”’ he
makes no difficulty 1 presuine, in
transforming  the temple of Vul-
can at Memphis, into the temple
of Jenmovan at Jerusalem.-——
Eet 1t be obscrved however, that
this story . of Sethon was among
the traditions related to the father
of history by the priests of this
very semple
this t‘emplv describes 1t from: bis
own . accurate observapions, and
adduces the authority of jis priests,
maupy times in the kuterpe; (vide
$3, 99, 101, 110, 136, &c. and
m the lhaha, §. 37 ) and that in
this temple he saw the pumerous
statyes of priests and kings, ‘1o
which thq priests appealed as evis
gm_m;p&_ pf theiy pretended anti-
ety and exaggenated nagratives.

tb.nt be mentions -

(Eut. §. 143, 144.) Indeed to
one who eompares the passages
referred to, there ean remain, 1
conceive, no doubt that Herodo-
tus sew the statue of Scthon
which he describes, It cannot be
proved that he kuew even of the
existence of Jerusalem ; though it
may be deemed probable that he
slightly mentions it in two places
(Eut. 159,. 'Fhal. .5.) uinder the
name of Cadytis.

I still therefore, maintain that
the text of Herodotus furnishes
no just ground’ for the construc.
tion put upon it by Chariclo; a
copstruction which owutrages all
rational probability, and violates
all historical ¢vidence.

That the story of the deliver-
ance of Serthon, was derived: from
the facts related in the Jewish his-
tory, and was moulded by the
Egyptian priests, as was their
manner, into a shape convenient
for Lhem, cannot be thought an
unreasonable conjecturc. Ib i1s
fully .discussed. hy. Larcher, who
was no friend to the scriptural
history, in his notes on.the pass.
age in. Herodotus, .and by Rosen~
muller, jun. on Is. xxxvi. 36.
Withowut c¢ntering into the detail
and examination of contending
opinions, 1 shall briefly siate what
appears to me ‘to have been the
orger of the facts. .
¥. Hezcekiah ‘'was supposed to
be in alliance with the king of
Egypt. Is. xxxvi. 6. Sennache.
nh, therefore makes war upon
hoth.

2 The Assyrian. monarch 'hys

e to Lachish, :a city, -the po.
smou of which scams to manitest
it to have been bis  intention: firkt
1o invade Egypt, and afterwards

to reduce Jerusalem. From Lache

ish he sends. Rabshakeh : with:a
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iarge detachment, to kcep Heze-
'kiah in check, and offer him in-
| 5uhinvg terms. Is. xxxvi. 2—10.

3. Sennacherib, having ecither
taken Lachish or thinking proper
to raise the siege, marches to Liba
nah; from which place he dis-
patches other officers with propo-
sitions to Hezekiah, Rabshakeh
having returned re rfecta, ch.
Nxxvii. 8, 9. _ -

There are objections to admit-
ting that this 11375 was Libnah in
Judea, about 20 miles south-west
from Jerusalem. It 1s read Lobna
in the Chaldee Targum, LXX.
and Vulg. Extrcme difficalties
often attend the determination of
proper names in ancient history,
especially from the custom of
translating  their  signification
which unhappily prevailed. Pe-
lustum is a Greek name, and we
know not what was the ligyptian.
Upon the whole, I think Larcher’s
conjecture very probable, that this
Libnah was no other than Pelusi-
um 1itself,

4. Sennacherib was engaged in
the siege ot Pelustum when he
heard that ''irhakah, the Cushite
king, was preparing to  attack
him.  'This is positively atfirmed
by Joscphus, (Ant. Jud, Lb. x.
c. 1. § 4)) and 1t strongly sup-
poits the  preceding supposition
about Libnab,

S1

5. In this situation he was when
¢¢ a messenger of Jehovah,”” (pro-
bably a pestilential disease, cor a
burning wind, the Simoom) deca
stroyed 180,000 of his men; and
thus delivered Egypt from the im-
mediate, and Jerusalem from the
more remote danger.  Is. xxxvii.
36. 'The Egypuans, or Tirhakah,
might complete the discomfiture,
by attacking the miserable rem-
nant of diseased and dying Assy-
rians and Arabs.

As I have the misfortune not to
understand German, I cannot
avail myself of Chariclo’s refer-
cnce to Michaclis’s Version and
Commentary. 1t will be csteem-
ed a favour if he will communi-
cate to the Monthly Repasitory a
translation of the passage. Ia
the mean tiime, 1 will present him
with the- following from Rosen-
ntuller. ¢ 3%ichaelzs 1s of opinion
that some Ifgyptian, wishing to
express in hieroglyphics the catas-
trophe of the Assyrian army, em-
pioyed the figure of a mouse,
which, according to Horapolle,
was the symbol of destruction.
Hence came the fabulous narra-
ton in Herodotus.””

I am Sir, &c.
S.
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. No. 1X.
Bishop Jewel’s Momory,

Instances of extraordinary me-

mory have becn given in  the
Monthly Repository, in Mr.

Threlkeld (vol. ii. p. 169,) and
bishop Sanderson (yol. iii. p. 590.)
VOL, IV,

Another instance equally remark-
able is bishop Jewel, whois chief-
ly known as the champion of the
Retormation, and whose works in
an immense folio, the writers of
this remembers seeing and perus.
ing when a child in the chancel
M
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of his parish church, in an obscure
part of the country, but who
was a prodigy of memory. This
faculty he too 1s said to have ac-
quired 1n a great degree by art.
He seldom forgot any remarkable
thing that he heurd ; and general-

ly entered it in his common-place

book. He could vepeat exactly
whatever he had written after a
single perusal. During the ring-
ing of the bell he got a sermon by
heart, and delivered it at church
without the least hesitation. His
custom was to write only the heads
of his discourses, the other part
being so strongly imprinted on his
mind that he frequently said,
¢ If ten thousand people were
quarrclling or fighting all the
while he was preaching, they
could not put him out.” To try
his ability, his old tutor, Dr.
Parkhurst, proposed some of the
most difficult and barbarous words
in a calendar; and John Hooper,
bishop of Gloucester, forty Welsh,
Irish and foreign words; but af-
ter reading them only once and a
short recollection, he repeated
them all by hcart, backward and
forward. And in the year, 1563,
Sir Nicholas Bacon, Lord Keeper,
having rcad to him the latter part

only af cach of ten lines out of

Krasmus's paraphrase, in a con-
fused and imperfect manner, he
«at stlent a hittle while, and cover-
tng his face with his hand, imme-
diately rehearsed all those broken
parcels of sentences, in the di-
rect and contrary way, without
any hesitation. What 1s  still
more surprising, ne professed to
teach this art to others, and he
raught it his tutor, Dr. Parklurst,
at Zurich, who, in the space of
twenty-eight days, applying him-

sclf only ome hour each day,
| /
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learned all the twenty-cight chap.
ters of Matthew’s gospol, SO per-
fectly, that he could repeat any
verse in it, if he knew what went
betore and what followed 1t.

No. X.
Truth a Contraband.

Father Jwlgcentio preaching at
Venice on Pilate’s question, I laé
s {ruth ? told his hearers, that at
length, after many scarches, he
had found it out, and held out a
New Testament, and said that
there it was in his hand; bat then
he put itin his pocket, and coldly
said, Bu¢ the book ¢s prohibited.

No. XI.
A Bigot.

This word is formed from the
German, bey and Got, aor the
English by God. Camden relates
that the Normans were first called
Btgots, on occasion of their duke
Rollo, who receiving Gissa, daugh.
ter of king Charles, 1n marriage,
and with her the investiture of the
dukedom, refused to kiss the king’s
foot) in token of subjection, unless
he would hold it out for that pura
posc; and being urged to it by
those prescnt, answcrcd hastily.
‘¢ No, by God;” whercupdn the
king, tmmno* ﬁbout, called him
Bigot 5 which name has passed
from him to his people.

It should secm, then, viewing
the subject etymologically, that a
brgot 1s one who, 1n the strength
of his pride, curses and swears in
the name of God. There is a
great deal of this spiritual pro-
fancness, or, In other words, bi-
gotry, inthe world.

No. X 11
Buriat Sercice,

Many of the appcals to the

Committce of Deputiesin London,
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for protecting the civil rights of the
Dissenters, havefor their Ubj(’(t the
areat privileges of burial in con.
secrated or und and with the use
of the ritual of the church of Ing-

fand. Ought the d¢puties to take
up such cases? But if dissenters
in common be charged with ndi-
culous inconsistency in ths mors
fuary conformity, Unitarian dis-
senters, in the same clrcuinstan-
ces, have to answer for a violation
of principle as well as of decorum,
The office of burial is strictly
Athanasian ; and shall he who
has boldly refused, in spite of
temporal penalties, to worship
more than one God while living,
go to his grave, when decad,
der the patronage of a plurality of
Gods? Were the gleaner a priest
of the established church, and as

such called upon to perform trini- .

tarian rites over the body of an
avowed Unitarian, he would be
prompted at the conclusion of the
strange service to take up the
aunt of the funereal poet,

“ Men may live fools, but fools they
cannot die.”’

The burial service of the church
of England is one of the mostobjec-
tionable of her forms. DMany other
own ministers have felt the griev-
ance of performing, and acknow-
ledged theimmorality of pretending
to approve it. 1t is a well known
fact, that Arch bishop Sancroft (a
ronscnc ntious nou-juror, and high
enough inreason in points of fuith,)
was so dissatistied with this ofiice
of burial, that he declared to
Archbishop Tillotson, that his
scruples on this score had-been the
cause of his never taking on him a
cure of souls,

MNle
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No. XIiL

Glory of Ged reficcted from Hell.

Pres. Edwards published a ser-
mon on the justice of God in the
damnation of sinners. Thiswasa
bold subject, but the following
passage outdoes it.  Ilere, not
God’s goodness, but his mercilessa
ness, is his glory. It 1s taken
from Reynolds’s faquiry concerna
g the State and Economy of the
(ma"ehcal World, guer. xxxix. p.
303. If any reader wishes not to
be made to shudder, let him pass

over this article.
« So high and great, so incompre-
hensibly supreme is he (God), that ten

‘thousand times ten thousand most miser-

ably tormented spirits shall not in the
least be pitied or regarded by him to all
eternity. Ten thousand times ten theu-
sand most doleful sighs, and shricks, and
groans, and yellings, and roarings, and
howlings, under the most exquisite tor-
tures and anguish of spirit, shall not
meet with the least pity or compassion to
all eternity ! O the dignity of that being,

~who has an everlasting hell to be the re-~

resentation or triumph of his grandeur !
xl)‘herc he rides in magnificent, though
gloomy state, and marches over a world
of damined heads, with most uncommx-
scrating disregard and disdain.”

No. XIV.
Pitt pancgyrized by Mr.
Clarkson.

Mr. Pitt was a speech maker,
and could declaimas well upon the
cnormities of the slave trade asup-
on the horrors of Jacobinism. His
eloguence 1n behalf of the Afri-
cahs, in the years 1790 and 1792,
captivated both his friends and.
cncmies.  But why, it may be
asked, did he not wse his almaost
irresistible influence to abolish the
cvil he so pathetically deplored?
Was he strong only on the side os
tyranny anl acron‘bslonP It must
be a sulject of melancho]y reflec-
tion to his admirers to think, that

Alr.

5
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after all his declarations and pro-
testations, he permitted the British
slave trade to increase trom an im-
portation of 25,000 to an impor-
-tation of 57,000 negroes in two
years, ending 1798, by the cap-
ture of the Dutch and other settle.
ments, If be had issued in 1797
the order of council 1805, above
/ 30.000 negroes per annum would
have béen saved ! What Mr.
JPitt, who was prime minister of
.this country, with
. power, for twenty years, could not,
.or would not, efiect, was accom-
'p}ism"f 1¢ 'ox and Grenville
“ministry, which existed not so
_many months.” But with them
the matter was taken up on prin.
ciple, and they staked their very
being upon it.  One of their first
measures was to restrict the trade;s
they went on impairing it by de-
grees, and pledging the house, and
preparing the couttry for its an-
mh:lation ; and their very last act
was the glorious bill which wipeéd
away this disiraccful traffic. And
have they 1o divide the honour of
this benevoient werk with their
predecessors,  who,  while  they
talked about it, did nothing to
toraard 11?2 Let Mr, Clarkson an-
swer tlhs question, who, with an
mnpropricty most glaring and in.
justice most shamdful, dedicates
his admirable *¢ il story of the
Abcliiion” cqunlly to the manes
of Pitt and Fox. Alr. [Fox’s friends
dizdain the compiiment, and the
dedicatiou wili ever bean eye-sore
ina work, which, inotherrespects,
benevoience would  contemplate
with wialloyed pleasure.

. No., XV,
Dr. Chandler’s cneice of Friends.
Din Dr. Chandler und osignedly
describe his own faulry ambition
of great connexions, in the fol-

boundless
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lowing passage, in his sermon on
““ Christ the friend. of his obedient
disciples?” |

““ What are the qualifications of the
persons one would wish to be esteemed
and beloved by ? 7 can speak for myself,
and 1 believe, for you also; persons of su-
perior rank and dignity, purity of heart,
sanctity of character, di-tinguished wis-
dom and knowledge, amiableness of tem-
per,extensive usefuiness, and liberal seur=
ces to gratify the friendly, generous disposi-
tion.” Sermons, vol.1il. 327.

No XVI.
Theological Dilemmma.

Lord Bolingbroke’s philesophi.
cal works, which were once
esteemed so formidable, that every
divine of any eminence answered
them, but which have been so
long and so much decried in point
both oi'composition and of matter,
that nobody scarcely reads them,
afford many examples of- the oc-
casion which a corrupt scheme of
Christian theology gives to infi-
delity to justify itself and to trie
umph. The following passage
(from Works, vol. v. p. 175.)
points vut a strange dilemma into
which the orthodox c¢hristian
brings himself, by his doctrine of
Jesus Christ being in his death an
atoning sacrifice for the sins of
mankind.

“« The Messiah came; and God did for
fallen man what he would not do for
fallen angels according to a remark of
Archbishop Tiilotron. He sent his on-
.y son, who is onc and the rame God
with himself, into the world, to suffer an
igyominious death, and by that sacrifice,
to redecm all the sons of Adam from the
conscquence: of his wrath, which the sin
ot Adam had entailed on the whole race
of mankind., Christian theology disco-
vers in this mysteriou: proceeding, the
love of God to man, his infinite justice
aund goodness.© But reason will discover:
the fantastical, confused, and inconsist -
ent notions of Jewi-h theology latent in
it, and applied to another system of reli-
gion. Thi.love will appear partiaiity as
great as that which the Jews assumed,

-
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that he had shewn, in preferring their
nation to all the nations of the earth.
This justice will appear injustice ‘in
all the circumstances of the fall, and
in the redemption of man, by the pro-
pitiatory sacrifice of an inpocent per-
son. This goodness will appear cruelty
when it is considered that the propitia-
tion was made by tormenting and spil-

Jying bive.

.1
ling the blood of the victim; and, i

- short, injustice and cruelty will appear

inconsistently wnited 1in this circum-
stance,  that mankind could not hawve been
redeemcd if the Tews bad received, instead o
crucifying the Messiah ; and yetthat 25
were rcje(tcd then. and bave been [)um:be

ever since, fbr not receiving, and for cruci=
3

ON TIHE DISCIPLINE OF A CHIRISTIAN CO]\I}\_IUNI-TY.

A}

LETTER Ifi;

.

T'o the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

SIR,

In my last I supposed, that
several persons born and educated
in those sccts in England, which
worship three persons as God, had
been converted to the faith, as
taught by Jesus Christ and his

apostles, and had determined to

worship only one God, the God
and Father of our Saviour. They

had also determined to follow the ‘

scriptures only as their guide;
and no longer to be bound by

those traditions, which had been
scet up by fallible men, and which
arc appealed to by the tcachers
of the different sects, as of equal
iIf not paramount authonty with
the words of revelation.  In con-
sequence of this determination the
bible 1s before them, not as a sub-
ject of endless discussion, but as
containing simple plain rules, evi-
dent to the well-intentioned mind,
and to be implicitly obeyed with.
out deviation, in cvery instance to
which the rule is applicable.
a rule is not plainly applicable,
I mcan, if the application is not
obvious te a man of a very ordi-
nary capacity, it cannot be press-
ed into the service; for our Savi-
our’s yoke is easy ‘and his burden
1s light: his religion is made not
for plnlosophers and learned men,
Lut for the great bulk of mankind :

It

and perhaps it will be found that
all the evils by which Christianity
has been oppressed, are owing to
philosophers and the learned. Ta
get rid of their sophisms and thcir
frauds is now a very difficult task :
the mind, entangled in the net of
controversy, strugghes to be free;
but its very struggles frequently
render its escape 1mpossible.

‘Our Christians then in forming
their society, will naturally look
first tc the words of thelr master,
to sce whether he has given any
directiofis upon this head. 'They
do not find any positive rule laid
down by him, but they find a
direction to keep them from -error
in a very material point. “Be ye
not called Rabbi, for one is your
master even Christ.”” “The gen-
tiles exercise dominion over one
another; but i1t shall not be so
among you: but he that would
be the greatest, let him- do the
part of the least.,””  And that his
disciples might undersvand his pre-
cepts, he, their master, did the
most menial office for them, and
thus taught them with what dis-
positions they ought to be affected
one towards another. Hence in
this Christian society, it is evia
dent, that no individual can ar-
rogate to himself any dominion,
pre-cminence, authority, or ju-
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risdiction. Whatever may be his
rank, his learning, his riches,

his power in the world, they give
no claims of pre-cminence in this
body. Humility is the leading
fearure, and no Christian is likely
to abase bimself wore than his
Savionr did, who had, if he had
thoucht fit te claim 1t, the great-
est 13zt 10 every species of conde-
scensionon the parvt ot hisfollowers,

Being left free by their Savi-
our, they look to the actions of
his apostles, and the writings they
have left behind them. No ge-
neral rule is here to be found on
the formation of societies, but
they find general directions, which
canunot but be of use: such as
these; “‘let every thing bedone with
“decorum and in order:”’ “‘do not
make vain distinctions bctween
rich gnd poor;’’ a precept admira-
tly enlarged upon by the apostle
James, but unhappily too much
neglected by Christians.  Hence
our brethren will conclude, that
they are at liberty to form their
socicty in  the manner which
they shall think best adapted to
attam the ends of a Christian
uniony provided that they kcep
constantly in mind, that Christ
is their head, and do not allow to
any mdividual to arrogate to him-
sclf any pre-eminence or autho-
rity over his brethren.

But, though no rules arc laid
down, as they arein the Mosaical
luw for the service of the temple,
and 1o fact 1t would have been in-
consistent with Christian liberty
to lay down such laws, yet there
15 1n tHe writings of the apostles,
and in the history of their actions,
sutficicnt knowledge imparted to
us of the form of their societics.
Directions are given also on the
description of persons suited for
the various oflices in their comn-

munities. We may collect fronx
these, that for the conduct of the
aftairs of some of their societies,
were the following offices ; those
of bishop, elder, deacon, dea-
conecss, angel or messenger: and
it scems to me, that the mode of
conducting a socicty by these of-
ficers is better than any other that
has been since adopted. The con-
stitutionn of a Christian congrega-
tion, wherc the number admatted
1t, was as follows.

't he whole was under the ma-
nagement of a‘committee of el-
ders, of whom one was called the
bishop or overseer, he being the:
president of the committece, and
also president of the general
meeting, whenever one was ne-
cessary. 'The establishment of
such a body of men is" well cal-
culated for the order and deco-
rum that become a Christian so-
cicty. A large number of men,
however well disposed, cannot at-
tend to their concerns. If all di-
rect in every concern, the confu-
ston must be infinite. Without
infringement of Christian-liberty,
a certain number may be selected
and they will of course be vested
with the power of directing the
concerns of the society, in the
manpner that is generally agrecd
upon. When a committee. has
been formed, it is cqually pru-
dent, that a head should be ap-
pointed, that regularity may be
obscrved in its meetings, and loss
of time may be avoided, by
one person being appointed to
take the chair, who will thus be
better qualified to superintend the

-mecting, than he who is scldom

or by accident called to it.

On the number of elders to form
a committec, the scriptures are
perfectly silent.  They could nat
have determined this point, with-
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eout entering into such minutiz, as

are inconsistent with the whole te-

‘nor of the gospel; and hence it
is evident, that in following the
scripture plan, the number must
be left to the discretion of the
socicty. Wherever the society is
numerous enough (for the society
may be too small to require a
committee, as when only two or
three can be found to mect toge-
ther) the number will be casily

fixed upon. I should 1magine,
that a bishop and ten elders

would be quite enough for any
community : for it 1s to be deep-
ly fixed in mind, that this is not
2 worldly society, where men are
ambitious of posts, either for the
honour or emoluments annexed to
them ; the persons elected into
our committee mean to discharge
its duties, and there will bhe no

fear of absence but from some
unavoidable cause. Supposing

then that cleven 1s the number
fixed upon by the community,
we are to consider in what man-
ner, and for how long a tzm(, they
are to be appointed. -

But icre I am aware, that some
persons will be apt to cry out,
What! shall weadmit bishopsagain
among us, after having scen the
mischicfs and crucltics exercised
i the world by the tyranny of the
church of Rome? [ reply, be
not deccived by a name. I am
not thinking now of an individual
puffed up unh popish pride, de-
corated bv popish titles,
to be approached but with servili-
ty or mecanness. The bishops I
propose arc¢ men, who have the
Prototype of their character in
the great bishop ‘of the congrega-
tion and shepherd of the flock,
our Lord Jesus Christ. The abusc
of the name and character of a
bishop is no argument against its

and not:
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scriptural use. With popish bish-
ops we have nothing to do. They
inmay be cssential to popery. We
are to look for bishops suited to
the Christian community, and
such may be found, though the
character has been for so many
years grossly abused by popery,
and made subservient to the basest
purposes of worldly policy.
Again it will be said, what a
number of bishops shall we not
have, and we may sce a mecha-
nic ora tradesman supporting this
character. To be suve we shall,
and why should we not? DMany
thousands would be 1n England;
but they would very few ot then
be known out of the limits of
their respective communities: and
as to their occupation in lile, 1 do
not observe that this is once ad-
verted to in the qualifications laid
down by the apostle for this office.
They have learned Christianity
butill, who have the vulgar world-
ly pre-possessions respecting the
employments of life, and, if our

‘Saviour and his apostles were not

taken from the rich, the power-
ful, or the learned classes of life,
it little becomes their disciples to
despist any man on account of
his employment.  Let me recom-
mend again the perusal of the
General Lipistle of St. James on
this suhject: and, 1f any pecu-
liar caution in the clection of a
bishop 1s nccessary, it migh;t he.
to take great care, not to elect a
man particularly distinguished for
either bis riches, his rank, or hs
kearning, unless some very stukmg
circumstance madce 1t necessary.
I may hercafter give my reasons
for this rcsmctwn, and in the
mean time remain, Sir,

Your constant reader,
r.
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE USE OF THE wWoRD IINEUMA, 1~
CHRISI'S CONVERSATION WITH NICODEMUS,

For the Alounthly Repusitory.

As often as I peruse the brief,
but Interesting  conversation be-
tween our Lord/and Nicodemus,
related by St. John tn his 3d chap-
tcr, I am surprised at our trans-
lators having rendered, in the 8th
verse, the original word wvevuz
by #ind. And I am cqually sur-
prised to find so many able and
lecarned critics, and among them
Arch-bishop Newcome, Dr. Ilar-
wood and Mr. Cappe, adopting
this translation: as they could
not, one should imagine, be ig-
norant how the word wvslua was
understood and renderved by the
learned critics and fathers of the
Christian church; as well as at
what pertod, and on what purée-
cular occaston, the word, which
had always Dbecn properly and
gencrally translated spirafus, was
translated ventus.

Some time ago 1 had a MS,
put into my hands by a friend,
supposed on good grounds, to
have been written by the learned
Dr. Waterland 3 which is o dis-
sertation expressly on tlifis cub.
ject; which 1s taken ab wmo; dor
the learned critic shews, how the
¢ text has been interprcted an the
mast early times, and so on down-
wards to théis very day.””

I shall venture to make a very
free and liberal use of this valuae
ble MS. especially by referring to

those ancient authors whom the
Dr. quotes at large, and in their
own words; the nccessary limits
ot this paper, allowing me only
to rejer, not to recite. _

But although I shall, in point
of authorities, make wunreserved
use of the DMS., ‘I shall not do
this 1n other respects; as 1 differ
extremely from Dr. W, as to ma-
ny doctrinal explications and ap-
plications, not only of the text
in question, but also of others
with which itis connected.—Here
follow the text in question, and
the two different translations.

John, ch. iii. v. 8. To mrvevua
o  SEres myel, K THY Qwyny
aUTE Ar2elc, AN 8% 0idxs TeJey
E:OZETQI? 2% m}: ivv'z?oi'yei. é’r;w;, g5}
TLs 6y eyevyr ey En T8 mysvualos.
—Translations. The wind [spirit]
blowcth [breathes] where it [he]
hsteth fwills or pleases] and thou
hearest the sound [voice] thereof,
[his] but canst not tell whence it
(he] cometh, and whither it [he]
voucth: so i1s every one that is
born of the spirit *.

'T'he tirst author cited by Dr. W,
is Clemcens Alexand. of the 2d
Cent. in his Excerpta Theodoti.
who thus expresses himself, ¢ God,
whose spirtt breathes where he
well: for the power pervades not
e regurd to substance ; but ac-
cording to power and virtue, &c .

# This rectified reading is that of our Anglo-Saxon, above 800 years.agé. |

Such also is Wicklif’s about 350 years since.
. Tindal, who translated the N. T, into English

tered into what it is now. by

about 1526, and died a martyr abroad in 1536.

And it seems to have been first al-

MS.

1 Excerpta Theod. Sect. 18, p. 79. Edit. Oxon.
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Origen of the 3d cent. says,"‘fro_-m Thee by him, <. e. the Son,
¢ The holy spirit or ghost, who I understand in my own mind,

alone searcheth the deep things of
God, revealeth God to whom he
pleases: for the spirit breathes
where he wills.” 'The same 1n-
terpretation of the text may be
found in fragments of bis Greek
works *. |

The anonymous author of a
Discourse against Re-baptizing,
referred by good.critics to the 3d
cent. twice cites the text.—In the
first he pleads, ¢¢ fhat since the
spirit breathes where he will, he
may sometimes come on the un-
worthy, as he did upon Saul.’
In the second, he cites the text
again, undcrstanding the first
words of it as before, of the
holy sperit +.

Cyril the elder, is supposed to
have written his Catechetical Lec-
turcs about the year 348, le
quotcs the text as tollows, speak-
ing of regenecration in bapiism:
¢¢ Bodies’> says he, ¢ ere gcne-
rated by the visible parents ;5 but
souls are regenerated by faitl;
Jor ‘the spirit breathes where he
wll.”> And in another lecture,
he produces this text in pait.
¢¢ Nicodemus understood not the
coming of the spurit, and it wus
said unto hwm: the spirit breatlhes
where he will, &c. 1”

- We go on to Hilary of Poic-
tiers, who in 856 began a work,
i which he addressed himsclf to
God. ¢ That thy holy spirit s

* Orig. de Princip. L. 1 ch. 3. p. 61. tém. xst.

Cat. in John. p. go & 91.

though I congeive it not in iy
tmagination. For in thy spirituad
things I am dull according to the
sayinyg of thy only begottcn : HMar-
vel not that 1 sawd unto thee, ye
must be born again. The spurit
breathes where e will,”” &c .
Athanasius, who wrote soon
after the Macedonian controversy,
about the year 364, barely cites
the text in proof of the divinity of
the holy spirit, as Hilary had
done. e, in other places, lays
great stress on the article 7o pre-
fixed to mvevpua, as a good gene-
ral rule whercby, to know when
the word denotes the Hofy Ghost§.
Didymus, who flourished about
the year 370, is by Maldonate,
Calmet and others, reckoned
among those who understood the
text, not of wwnd but of the spirit .
About the same time lived Op-
tatus, who cites this text, and

‘takes in John iv. 24. and says,

God is spirit, or the spirit s God,
and breathes where he will—Also
Apollinarvis  Junior, who flou-
rished about 373, speaks to' the
same purpose, saying, ‘‘the spirit
ts unsearchable in his operation,
doing all things as he well **.
Nazianzcn, about the year 379,
speaks thus: ¢ IVhat? will you
not reverence even the power Of
the spirit, breathing upon whom,
and when, and in what measvre he
will t1 2 -

Ed. Bened. 1Ib. in Corder.

+ Auctor de RRebabtiz. int. Op. Cyp. p. 364. Ed. Bened.

{ 1bid. p. 366. Cyril Cat.
I Hil. de Thuinit. §. xii. Ed. Bened.
§ Athan. p. 651—655. Ed. Bened.

¥ Did. de sp. sancto, p. 495, to 504. inter Op. Hieronym.

Benedict.
"* Opt. 1 i} p. 42. Ed. Paris.

p. 17. Ed. Bened.

Ibid. p. 7. & Cat. xvii. p. 273.

.

Tom. tv. Ed.

Apollin, in Cord. Catn: -in Johani. P 9@,

11 Naz. Orat, xxiv. p. 430~43%. and Orat, xxxvii. p, 610.

vov, Lv.

N
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The case is the same with Am.
brose, who wrote about the year

381 % ~Gregory Nyssen, who
wrote about the same time, twice

cites the text, and is of like count
with Athanusiusand Nazianzen.—
Jerom very briefly discovers his
construction of the text, about
397 ; where he says, ¢ the spurit
breathes where he will ; the carth
is the Lord’s, and the fullness
thereof>>  Austin, about 397,
quotcs the text, understanding it
likewise of spirit in the proper
sense ; as he docs constantly in all
his works +. |

Thus have we brought down
the old construction nearly to the
end of the 4th century: and not
a single instance, or authority is
to be _found to courtenance the
new. But about this time, the
matter took a turn: and the oc-
casion of it is rather curiocus,
though by no means unusual
among countending ‘polemics.
Chrysostom, who favoured the
new, and Austin who rejected 1t,
both agree as to the ground of
the Change There had been
a scruple of long standing, arising
trom the 12th verse of this 3d ch.
of St. John, where cur Lord
says; If 1 /zaw told you earthly
things, &c. The doubt was, what
our Lord could mean by these
carthly things. Surcly (thought
some) not baptism, which must
be a Aeavenly mystery,. taken in
the whole. Origenhad veryacute-
ly solved the difficulty, by ob-
serving, that earthly mcant neo
more than things done on earth;
and thdt the Greek word svz‘rye:a,
not ymm (as the ohJectxon sup-
posed) in strict propucty, could
bear no other meaning; and cer-

* Amb. de Sp. Sancte, 1. m ch. x. p.677. Tom. ii.

+ Agust. ad Simp.
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tainly baptisin *‘was a thing  done
on earth. This just and clear
solution was either not remem-
bered, or did not sansfy some,
whose high veneration for bap-
tism would not permit them to
call, or to think it an eartily
tlmrg, under any, the most fa-
vourable softenings. Thelefore
they thought of the ambiguity of
the word sperit, in verse the 8thy
and construed it wind; in order
to make out some eartkly thing,
and save baptism harmless.‘-——The
Arians and Macedonians on one
side, and the Catholics »u the
other, warmly. contested the mat~
ter; and as Polemics are too apt
to do,ﬂsought in the old and N. T.
for texts, which by -any stretch,
warping, or contraction, would
best bupport their respective cause
and system.—Yet, notwithstand-
ing a few interpreted the text of
wmd ‘the generality interpreted
1t of sperit. And certain it is,
that this old construction prevail
cd as generally almost before the
15th cent. as the new one has
done since.—Thus far, respecting
authorities ; which though many,
respectable and of the highest esa
timation, yet we must in this, as
in other cases of like nature, 1ea
sort to scripture, reason and fair
criticism, to determine the true
meaning and import of any 'pa'rt,
or of any particular text.

The lcarned author of the MS.
has given a pretty diffuse com-
mentary on the whole of this in<
teresting dialogue between our
Lord and Nicodcmus; in arder
to show, by its subject, nature
and connexion, how necessary it
was to afhx thc same meaning to
the leading word, in-every part of

Ed; Benedict,

Tom, ii,» Q: 2. p. 104. Tom, vi.
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4t. Butit seems quite unnecessary
to recite this commentiary, or to
offer any other. For I must con-
fess, that after the few following
observations, were 1 to attempt
further illustration of the subject,
I should feel as if 1 was endea-
vouring to demonstrate a self-evi-
dent: proposition. ——Yet 11
may be proper just tc remark,
that avwhey both in v. 3. and 7.
should be rendered, from above.
Dr. Harwood says, it never signi-
fics again. Vid. his G.'F. and
his Lib. TFranslat. note in loc.
And also; that ¢ Wy &v 7w gparw
should be rendered, who was, not
s, in heaven. ¢ wv is thus pro-
perly translated ch. 1x, 25. v.
also in ch. 12. v. 17. 1Ib. in loc.
- It may be questioned, whether
this interesting conversation did
notend with the 15th verse; and
that what follows to the end of the
ch. 1s the evangelists's own. Sece
Cappe’s Crit. Rem. vol i. p.
212, &ec.- . '
Now when we eonsider all these
learned authori:ies on the side of
the primitive, appropriate and li-
teral mcaning of the word 1n ques-
tion; and also the particularly
singular and notable vccaston, on
which this leading word was ren-
dered by a ‘term which changed
the literal into a figuTrative signi-
fication, and that by no means
illustrative of our Lord’s dis.
course'; we cannot suppress our
surprise at the continued adop-
tion of it by the most learned and
acute modern commentators and
divines; more especially those
before-mentioned. Strange, that
these enlightened and sagacious
men did not clearly perceive, that
wyeupa is the subfect matécr, of

* Sec.alse, Mats ch: vii. v. 25, 27. and ch. ii. v. 2, 24,
v. 27.—Jl.uke, ch. vii. v. 24. and Mat..
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our Lord’ whole discourse. - And
that, as if to guasd it from all
ambiguity and mistake, .the word
13 used before and after the text
in question; and properly trans-
lated spirit / And that changing,
and -couverting the term from a
literal into a figurative sense in the
intermediate and connected verse,
was repugnant te all the esta-
blishcd rules of universal gram-
mar, as wel as to al the principles
of logic and legitimate criticism;
and’ not te be paralleled by ahy
instance whatever, drawn ' from
the writings of any author ancicent
or modern, profane or sacred.
But further—how can we iIn
oral discourse make any one sen-
sible that we use the same word
in two distinct, nay opposite senses, -
if we do not by other words, no<
tify it? In written discourse, this
is altogether impossible. By what
rule therefore can it ever be de-
termined, that the sacred histo-
rian used wysupe for spirit in two
other parts of this discourse, and
for wénd, in the text in question ?
Besides, let it be remembercd,
that the evangelists when speaking
of wnd, ncver use wyeiua, but .
dyimos. Nor is the remaining
part of this text applicable to the
wind in any just sense whatever.
And it fails most miserably, when
considered as anillustration of the
doctrine which Jesus meant to ena
force. In short, there is not an -
example in the whole N.T. of
the word wvsupa, much less ¢
aveuma being used for wind. And
had the sacrcd historian meant
sound, he wonld not have used
pwwyy'y, but 7xos as in* Acts,

ch. i1. v. 2.

3x.~~Mark, ch. xiii.. -

‘ch. viii. v. 26.~=ch; xiv. 24, 30, and 33' _

Mark, ch.iv. v. 37, 41. and ch, vi. v, 48, 5x.—Luke, ch. 8. v. 23, 25.—]John,

sh. vi, v. 18.
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When we. consider these parti-
culars., and reflect on the occasion
that gave rise to this forced, un-
natural and inapplicable term of
wind ; wh')t a lamentable instance
do we contemplate of men’s tor-
turing and wrosting scripture, 1n
order to serve a present turn, or
to support any hypoihetical or
preconceived copinion?

Although it is of great import-
ance to ascertain and settle the
just and precise meaning of any
particular text or portionof scrip-
ture, it is so more especial.y re-
specting such as have frequently
been introduced insupport of par-
ticular doctrines, which  may
have no very good foundation,
either in any one text or part of
scripture, when fairly and impar-
tially considered.—Such 1 hum-
bly apprchend to be the case, re-
specting the particular portion of
the sacred writings now under
consideration | and the doctrines
which some -serious and even
learned Chuistians have built on
them. We find nothing in this
whole discourse of our Saviour,
to countenance the doctrine, which
somec have contended 1t contains,
of sudden, divine and irresistible
impulsos, and instantancous illu-
mination and conversion.  No
preter-natural, inward, undefinca-
ble scnsations, and those violent
emotions, described so pathetical-
ly by some, as the pangs and
throes_attendant on regeneration
or the new birth.  The - calm
emanations, the mild and por-ua-
sive intluences of the spirit of
God, are never represented  as
dtscendmﬂr or operating like a
tempestuous torrent of wind. All
1s calm and orderly, though great

and- sublime; easily

by the spiritual,

Lord’s

QObservalions on the use of the Word ITvsuunc.

to be coms
prehended (as our Lord remarks)
though not. bv
the carnal mind. |

Nor does the mystenous and
mexplicable, not to say incom-
prehensible doctrine of the pera
sonality of the holy spirit, derive
any proof or support from -the
whole, or from any part of our
discourse. He 1s here
speaking of the spiritual nature
of the kingdom of Goi, or king-
dom of heaven*, which he, as
the promised Messiah, was to ese
tablish.  And the spirit here
mentioned, must, as in other
places, mean the spirit of God;
by whose assistance alone our
Lord declares most expressly, he
was enabled to work the miracles
he performed: saying, ‘“‘that of fam-
self’ ke could do nothing.” ‘That
spirit which spake to and by tae
mouths of, Moses, the patriarchs
and proph'ets of old; and, in the
latter ages, by the great Messiah,
That spirit which, with rcspe(‘t
to the universe, is the creating,
all sustaining; in Providence the
great supvrmtendm_‘, controuling
and directing spirit; and, 1n the.
glorious and extensive plan of re-
demption and salvation, 1s, by
way of eminence, justly denomi.
rmted the %holy spurit, and spiret

God ; which is of him alone;
a.nd the ways of which, Ile alone
knowcth, and directeth; but
which, by a common ﬁome of
specch, is said to bleathe on
whomsoever he will. -

Thus 15 all in nature, provie
dence and grace properly resolved
into the divine energy of God
alone ; that mighty, pure, undi-
vided, incommunicable essence,

% On this important subject, consult Cappc s learried and ‘satisfactory discoursg

in his Crit. Remarks;, vol. 1, p. 131, &c.
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essential, eternal, unchangeable ;
who sitteth on the throne of su-
preme dominion without a rival,
participant, compehitor or equal,
God vver al¥, blessed for evermore.
And viry cbservable is it, in the
present view ‘of this subject, that
our Lord claims no other union
with God, than that which he
prays might subsist between his
disciples and himself*. _And the
great apostie assures us, that the

eqe

111, 16. o3

Son of God; when he has dis.
charged the last solemn office of
his- mediatorial kingdem, that of
Judging all mankind, shall deliver
up his government into the hands
of him who is the beginning ard
the end; of whom . and through
whom are ALL THINGS; and
who, in the most eminent and em«

‘pbatical sense in nature, provi-

dence and grace, is ALET IN ALL.

SECUNDUS.

VINDICATION OF THE IMPROVED VERSION.,.—1 TIM. 311. 1D,

To the Editor of the DMonthly Repos:tory.

SIR, ' Feb. 6, 1809.

It were to be wished that The-
clogus had not hazarded the cri-
ticism in your Repository for
January, p. 38 and 39, on 1 Tim.
11r. 16.  DMost assuredly os
zPavecwy gy capns sdixaiwiy v
mvevpuass must be translated, He
whowas munifested in the flesh wds
Justified by the sparit, unless the
want of the article before oo
and mveupwars may suggest some
variation. The antecedent is in-
cluded in the relative in Greck as
well as Latin, as a thousand in-
stances would shcw, or, which
i1s the same thing, the antecedent
1s omitted without creating any
obscurity. Even our old authors
employ who in the same manner,
though with less propricty, "as the
English language scarcely admirs
such an e¢Hipsis. The reuding
adopted for the N, V. is unques-
tonably good Greek also, while
the translation is perfectly correct,
This cannot be said of the words
which Theologus. has given. as
those which the N. V. expresses,
‘Os pavepwleio gv oapns edinaiwdy

gy wveunats cither is not Greek,
or 1s the very sort of phrase to
which his observations would ap-
ply. Herc the verb to which the
relative should be the subject is
lost, or, an antecedent cannot be
found,- the very thing complained
of. ‘O pavswleis ev ocapns edinaiwhn
ev wvevars would be good Greek,
but 1s neither more nor less than
o5 epavsowly, &c. asevery school-
boy, who has rcad four pages of
any. Greck author, must know.
The proof would be humiliating
to your coricspondent and to
me.

The other remarks of Theolo-
gus may be ingenious and are left
to thejr own wceight. Without
feceling any personal interest inthe
N. V. as one of the editors, like
another correspondent in the Re-
pository, 1 thought it right to
rescue an admirable attempt from
an anfounded ceusure, which rea
coils with tenfold weight on its
author.

Y am, Sir,
_Your copstant reader,
PRIMITIVUS.

e

K. John, ch. 17, moré cspccially the 2 1st, v. .
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Bzrzncn OF “*STRICTURES

ON THE IMPROYED YERBION,” WITH

FURTHER STRICTURES.'

For the Donthly Repository.-

The explanation of the design
of thlse Improved Versiocn, given
by one of the editors in your last
ﬂl’lmber—,
cient apology, 1f 1t did not mili-
tate against the title page, ‘which
holds forth that work as an -
provement on the received trans-
lation. If that version abounds
with instances of false taste and
critical infidelity; 1if, instead of
more adcquately representing; 1t
in many places unhappily perverts
the original, 1t is of little ‘conse-
gquence to the public and to the
interests of true religion, whether
the original translator or his edi-
tors be the author. The work
does not sufficiently answer to the
title 1t assumes ; the editors: have
sanctioned the errors they bad
liberty to change ; and they stand
responsible to the tribunal of cri-
t1Cism.

In his remarks on “ Theologus,”
your correspondent says, that in

1" Tim. 1. 4.
t‘zrm, and not eixcdopiav edifica-
tton, is the true reading. Ior
this -assertion he should surcly
give his reasons; for it is not sup-
ported by the undivided authority
of manuscripts and versions. The
Clermont MSS. reads omodowiay ;
the Syriac version, and the Latin
vulgate support it; Wetstein has
received it into his text ;3  Mr.
Wakeficld, and cven the pnmdte,
have xcndued it in their respective
versions, as the genuine reading,

What does the cdlto,r then mean

by saying positively that entovopiay
1s the true one? Is it recom.

might be deemed a suffi-

‘cerning the fabulous

oiovopiay dispensa-.

+*

the comrtext, or by 3
better sense? I think the con.
trary 13 the case. ¢ The mean.
g 1s,”> write the editors m &
note, ¢ that idle (uestions con-
gencalogies
of the Oriental philosophy would
rather lead to trifling and endless
disputes, than to a practical
knowledge of the Christian dis-
pensatlon.” But could Timothy
be so absurd as to suppose, that
the knowledge of fables or genea-
logies in the Oriental philosophy,
contributed to a knowledge of
Christianity, especially as those
fables were directly opposed by
their base authors to the new
faith, and expressly: designed to
lead men away from embracing
172 Or could St. Paul be so aba.
surd as to admonish his young
friend on a point wherein he knew
no admonition was necessary ?
The danger which demanded the
advice and authority of the apos-
tle was this: the Gnostics prided
in their superior knowledge, and
impudently claimed all exemp-
tion from moral. obligations,
maintaining that the design of the
new dispensation, did not consist
in purity, piety, aund benevolence.
It is in regard to their arrogance
in this respect that the writer else
where says, 1 Cor. viii. 1.
¢« Knowledge puffeth wup, but
love edifieth 3> and in the verse
succeeding that in question he
writes, . ¢“ The c¢nd of the coms
mandment is ckarity.” 'This was
a matter of the greatest moment,
and the early Christians were in

mended by
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{;ecuhar danger of losing sight of
it. The apostle brmos it home
to the views and bosem of Ti.
mothy, by referring to the well-
known end of the 0Osp(*] which
was reformation and improve-
ment in all the branches of god-
liness.  He cautions him against
the spectous dactrines of the 1m-
postors, because they produced
guestions, 1. e. angry dxsputeb and
violent animosities, and not that
divine edification or godly 1m-
provement, which the faith in its
purity was ealculated to produce.
The writer repeats the same ad-
monition in two other places of
this very epistle, see 1 Tim. 1v. 7.
vi. 4. and his meaning in those
passages 1s surely the best guide
to ascertain -his meaning in this.
It 1s worthy of observation, that
the editors by adopting osxovopiay,
oppose it as meaning the gospcl to
jables and geneaiomes' whereas
the word used . by the apostle
evidently stands in opposition to
guestions, their unhappy effects.
‘{'he term expressive of the gospel,
in contradistinction ‘to the false
doctrines, . 1s failh. And .the
apostie dissuades his pupil from
the former by .their bad consc-
quences, and recomimends the
iatter by 1ts divine effects.

The epistles were all of them
letters, which the authors ad-
dressed to the respective churches;
and they contain net abstract or
speculative matters, but turn on
matters of vpractical. ymportance
and actual eccutrence, and these
were the. false tenets and vices
which were introduced into and
propagated with too'much success
by the Grostics. The develape-
ment of these tencts from. the
fathers, and a comparative viey
of thcm with the apostolic writ<

»

o5

ings, must consequently be the

only rational and effectual way of
elucidating what is obscure and
ascertaining what i1s doubtful n

them. . Yet the editor holds forth
to ridicule an attempt of this
kind, as the effort of an imagina-
tion which 1s disturbed and haung
ed by silly dreams. IHad he and
his coadjutors pursued this course
they would have given much bet-
ter proofs of sound critical ta-
lents than are to be met with .in
the Improved Version. Ignorant
of, or inatteative to, the peculiar
circumstances in which the apos-
tles wrote their letters, theéey have
in various places mistaken the
original, or if they are right, they
are right only by accident. . The

following verse (2 Tim. . 16.}

[ doubt not, faithfully ren.
‘dered, ¢ All scripture -given . by
inspiration of Goed, is profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for cove
rection, for instruction in righte-
ousness.’> Yet.on the first view,
it is liable to a very spccious: ob«

lS

jection 5 for needed the apostle te

say, that all scripture given by
inspiration of God is profitable
for teaching! &c. Were there any
so ignorant or illiterate as nat to
know this? But-this objection«vas
nishes, if it be considered that
the ‘mosﬂe is here laying: -down- a
criterion between -the impostures
of .certain false teachers, and the
real writings of ‘inspiration. -+The
former were subscrvient only to
the purpoeses of their vile authors;
and therefore unworthy of’ credit.

‘On the contrary such as had ne

sinister ends 1n -view, but were
calculated to reform vice and en
force virtue, come recommended
by -an unequwecal mark. of ins
spiration.

The editors have thus wndered,
4



Phil. §i. 9, 10. ¢ Wherefore God
on his part hath very highly ex.
alted bim, and of ks favour, re-

warded him with that name which-

s above every name; that in the
mame of Jesus every knee should
‘bow, of beings in heaven and on
earth and under the earth; and
that every tonguc should- (‘ODfebS

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.””>  The
writers, It appears to me, have

been very unsuccessful in this
passage ; and their want of suc-
cess arose from a want of ac-
quaintance with the object of the
apostle. The Gnostics, by main-
taining the Christ to be God, con-
sistently cnough held him forth as
an object of worship.  Against
this doctrine the apustolic writer
guards the Christians at Philippi,
by representing God as the only
proper ohject of divine homage,
and the name of Jesus as the only
medium through which it was to
be offercd. Verse 10, therefore,
should be thus rendered, ¢ That
in the name of Jesus every knee
of beings In heaven, and on
earth, and under the earth, should
bend, and every tongue .confess
Jesus Christ to be Lord, to the
glory of God the Father,” i.c.
every knee should bend to the
glory of God the Father. Here
the proper object of religious glo-
ry is God, and Jesus himself but
the name in which this glory is to
be offered to the Supreme Being.
The c¢ditors very properly changed
at the name of Jesus, tor zz the
name of Jesus. But they leftthe
passage still more absurd than
they found it, having separated
the first; by their pxepmterous
punctuauon, from the concluding,
clausc.
Jesus and in -the .name of Jesus,

'To bow at the name: of*

o
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must necessarily mean the sam®
-thing, -unless another object 1is
spcmﬁed in the context.
The apostie guards in, more di-
rect terins b:s friend Timothy
against the homage, of which Jea
sus Christ, as supposed to be a
God, was dcemed worthy. In
I Tim. 1. 15, 16. he represents
the object of Jesus in coming into
the world as beirg to save sinners,
and conferring cverlasting life on
those who believe inand obey him.
The conclusion was then natural,
that he was to be worshipped by
alt those who received this bless-
ing at his hands. But the apostle
prevents the inference by subjoina
ing this prohibitory clausc: ¢ But
to the king ectetnal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, be
honour and glory for ever and
ever.””  He then insinuates that
the existence of one Divine Be-
ing, and the worship of him alone,
were * the fundamental principles
of the Jewish prophectes ; and he
recommends it -to Timothy, who
had been previously instructed in
them, to arm himsclf with these,
that by means of such divine ar-
mour he might be able to main-
tain a successful combat against
those whe pretended to. be. the
fricnds, but were i reality the
enemies, of the farth., This fine
and dccisive passage is thus un-
happily rendered in the Improved
Version, ‘¢ These are true words,
and worthy to be received by all,
that Christ Jesus came  into the
world to save sinners, of whom I
am a chief sioner. However,
for this cause 1 obtained mercy,
that in me, a chicf sinner, Jesus
Chmnist might shew forth all long
suifering, for an example to those
should hereafter believe on
to everlasuing life,. Now ta
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the king eternal, immortal, in-
visible, the only God, be honoar-
‘and glory for ever and ever.
Amen. _ This charge I commit

unto «thee, son Timothy, accord- .

.97
ing to the prophecies which weat
before, concerning thee, that by
them thou mightest war a good

warfare.” &c. |
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€€ gTILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.”

Porx,
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Art. 1.

The New Testament, in an Improved Version, zipon the

Basis of Archbishgp Newcomc’s New Translation: with a corrected

Text,
640, Two Maps. 10s. 1 808.
Co. l.ondon. |

‘Whatever opinionis entertained
respecting the execution of this
‘work, every one must admit the
dmportance of the object; and we
‘presume thatfew of .the friends of
what is called rational Christian-
ity {which we believe to be scrip-
tural Christianity,) have bcen
without considerable interest’ in
the undertaking.

- The Christian scriptures, how-
ever faithfully translated, and
however faithful the texit of the
orviginal, cannot from the nature
and perxod of their composition,
be free from difficultics. ‘That
such difficultics do exist, we are
not disposed- to regret. The com-
mon order of providence is not
without them ; and-some of these
are more overpowering to the hu.
man understanding than those
which concern the Christian reve-
lation; but it fequires no exten
ﬂlv'é\acqummance with the human
mind to perceive, that some of
the most exalted affections -could
beve mo place in the heart, if all

VOoL. 1V, . O

and Notes Critical and. Explanatory.

Royal 8vo. pp.
J. Johnson and Longman and

were clear and were obviously just
and good,—that, as man 2s con-

.stituted, the culture of moral ex.

cellence requires the existence of
difficulties<in what we know of the
dispensations of God. And why
should we expect the more pecu-
liar occurrences in the grand or-
der of Providence to be free from
them? or that the records of re.
velation should have been miraca-
lously preserved from all those
causes of obscurity and perplexi-
ty which must ever accompany all
human methods of communicas
tion? or that every intelect when
employed upon those records,
should be miraculously preserved
from the darkness and error to
which every one is more or less
subject, when examining the
works and ways of -him whom we
cannot search out unto perfection?
It is not perhaps stoo. much to
‘maintain, that if there had been
no such. causes of obsgurity and.
perplexity, the records of th€
Christian revelation - would bave
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‘been less attentivelv studied, and
less  cordially and extensively
adopted as the rule of life, than
tney darc at present,

The difficulties wlnch necessa-
rily resule from the nature of the
records, from the peculiar circum-
stances under which they wcere
composed, from the ihtellectual
biases of the authors, and the
character and situation of those
for whose use they wetre 1ntended,
have been greatly increased by the
gnorance and Prepossessions of
‘the readers, and by their inat-
tention to seme of the most plain
and obvious principlesof criticism.

Ignorant or uumindful of the
g:hadceoiogy of the times, the pe-
culiarites of the particular com-
position, the prevalent opinions
and practices, and above all, the
religious opinions and phraseolo.
gy of the Jews, persons have sup.-
posed that the N. T'. writers used

words and expressions in the same
sense, with the sume latitude and
force of expression; with which
they themselves employ them 5 and
have accordingly interpreted the
scriptures in a way inconsistent,
not only with the allowed princi-
ples of reasoning on other subjects,
and with the most obvious deduc-
tions from what we know of the
nature and attributes of God,
but also with the express 1ep1c—
sentations of other parts of scrip-

ture. What ts obscure must be
interpreted, 1f it can, by what
is clear; but the pldn which

theologians have too frequently
adopted, is to interpret the pas-
sages which are obscure by their
own pre-formed opinions, (without
first examining whether they were
or could be the opinions of the
writer,) and then to transform the

almosten tirely from
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most simple truths into mysteriés,
in order to make these also suit
their system.

It may with strict truth be af-.
firmed, that a correct translation
of the N. T. is fundamentally re-

uisite for a correct and general-
ly diffused understanding of that
important volume. Even those
whose attention 1s considerably
directed to the original, necessari-
ly have their interpretation of 1t
much warped by the ideas which
¢ forced upon them by a trans-
lation, the words of which are fa-
miliar to them trom their infancy,
and which they continually hear
i public worship, and probably
use 1n their families and in private.
But the unlearned reader will de.
rive his knowledge of the N.T.
translation;
and in so far as that translation is
incorrect, (whether from the want
of the I‘unn:ltL information, or
from the theological biases of the
translators,) will his. notions on

the subject be defective or erro-

neous. We have no doubt that
some of the most glaring depar-
tures from Christian truth, are
principally supperted by the words
of the ‘authorized version, where
the plraseology of the omguml
would justify no such interpreta-
tion. And scparate entirely from
errors as to Christian faith, there
is a no small number of ‘ca,scs in
which theilliterate must form false
ideas of the import of words and

phrases, in consequence of the

changes which haveswithin the last
two centuries taken place in our
own language, or of the transla-
tors having becn ignorant of, or
inattentive to, th pecuharugﬁ's
in the phraseelogy of the original.
If to these considerationsbe add-
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ed a fact, which is indisputable
by any comgpetent judge, that the
text on which.the common version
is founded is capable of much im-
provemcnt, and that we possess a
text whose claims to correctness

e almost indefinitely superior to
-ihose of the received text,
would c¢xpect that no one could
doubt the expediency of endea-
vouring to furnish
reader with a translation, found-
ed on that more corregct text, and
uniting .the simplicity of the Old
Version with greater fidelity to
“the original. |

. We can easily understand, for
we have felt, the reluctance w1th
wvhxch modes of expression are
given up, which long use, and ca-
sual but deeply interesting asso-
ciations, have endeared to the
mind; but we will not insult our
x‘ca,ders by supposxn that in or-
der .to retain them, they would
sacrifice fidelity to the original
writings of the apostles and evan.
r'dxsts, by adhering cither to a
talse reading,. or to an erroneous
tmnslatlou of a truc one.

It is an op;mon which bas for
some time been gaining ground
ampng persons whose mmds are
open 1o conviction, and w‘ho make
& cogrect. dcquamtance wuh the
acriptures their aim, however

widely they may riiffcr in the re-
that the

sult of ‘their inquirics,
authorized version admits of ma-
ny important corrections, and that
it is much to be desired that a
correct translation of a corrget
text should be within the reach 'of
all who duuc to found their opina
ions of faith and practice upon
the scriptures..  Such considera-
tions, strongly supportud by the

convxctmn, that in several import-

ant xmtances the common yversion

~

one-

the English

tion;

29

authorizes gpinions which have
no sufficient foundation in the ori-
ginal scriptures, and sometimes
where the original gives no couna.
tenance whatever to them, inducs
cd the London Unitarian bocxety
to place the object among those to,
which 1its exertions should be
principally directed. Their first.
aim, as we are informed in the

Introduction to the JImproved.
Version, was to re-publish Mr.
Wakefield’s . translation. The .

causcs of their relinquishing this,
design, are giver in the Introduc-
and as it its. probable that.
the work is accessible te all our
readers, we refer them toit. We-
should hd.w., been pleased to have,
found there a detailed account of |
the progress of the work which was
finally resolved upon. Pel‘h‘lpb all
is said which was absolutely neces-
sary ; but a large proportion of the
subscribers, never saw the reports
of thle comnittee, and they would .
have bcen glad to possess the
means of inforination respecting
the degree of exertion cmployed,
upon the important undertaking,
and the means which were actue
ally taken in order to render it as |
correét and beneficial as possible. |
We may be told that the work it
self shows what has been doue;
and we admit it, but we never-
theless beg- leave 1o suggest the .
deslmbleness of printing in a cheap ,
form the several reports of the
committee, for the mformatzun |
of those to whom they have becn,
or are mdccessxble

But to return: in 1806 the
saciety, dxsappmntcd in thair ﬁrst
hopes, yet retaining the opinion ,

-that 1t was prctemble to employ ,
‘somé version already published as |

a basis, than to dttunpt f version |
entirely new, fixed upon that of

N\
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Archbishop Newcome; partiy

frém a ¢onviction of its srmphcxtye

and general fidelity, but princi-

pally from- its being founded on-
- meaning of the original more faith-
With truth only-as-

the valuable text of Griesbach’s
first edition.
our aim, and the importance of
theé object as our motive, we feel
ourselves obliged to dissent from
the plan adopted. We wish the
common version had been adopted
as the basis, and Newcome’s as
the general guide in correcting it;

care being at the same time taken,

scrup‘ulous]y to reduce the ver-
ston to a correspondence with
Griesbach’s second edition.
this plan as we apprchend, every
valuable end that could be effect-
ed by that now adopted, would
have been equally answered ; and
oné of great moment would have
been obtained in addition to them,
—the Improved Version would
have met with-a more cordial re-
ception among that very respect-
able class of readers, who from
l6ng habit have formed a decided
and generally judicious taste for

the phrasevlogy of the Common.

Version, and with a view to whose
benefit it would have been highly
desirable to change only when a
change was a real 1mprovement in
ptrsplcmty or in fidelity to the
original. It is reasonable to sup-
pose, that the primate had in view

to forward his long wished for ob-
ject, the revisal of the common
tianslation by public authority.
Whenvver that is done, it will
be highly expedient, that every
change should be made which is
called for by minute attention to
the strictest rules of translation,
and to the structure and chuha-
rities of our own language: but in
all private efforts of this kind to
fom ard the great work of diffusing

On
- projected work; and it mrust have
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scxiptural khowledoe, mote we
are persuaded is to bé done, by

charngimg -only where change is

necessary, in order to gwe the

fully and clearly.

But if some other version were
to b¢ adopted as the basis, no one
could be more proper than Arch-
bishop Newcome’s: it retains a
large portion of the simplicity of
the common version; it 1s indis=

‘putablymore faithful and perspicu=

ous; and it is founded on a much
more correct text. The adoption
of this'by the society, determined-
the general complexion of the

given great satisfaction to all whao
were acquainted “with the value
of Newcome’s Version. That sa.
tisfaction would havé been greatly

“1ncreased in the minds of many,

if the society, while determining
the plan- of their important un-
dertaking, had laid down as a re.
gulating principle in the altera-
tions to be made upon their basis,
that wherever the departures of
Newcome from the Common Vers:
sion were not réndered nccessary
by a regard te fidelity and pet-

_spicuity,. the translation adopted

in the €Cé6mmon Version should be

restored. The grounds of sueh
satistaction, as far as respects
ourselves, we have alrgady suffi-

cieritly stated

All this however was prelimi.
nary to the actual commencement
of the undertaking ; and with our
ongctlon:., the committee whq
were appointed to put the plan of
the soclety into execution, have
as such,. no concern. The princi-:"
ple by which they were 10. be
guided in their labours, was to
make no-other alterations on New-
come’s Version, than what upon
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the whole appeared to be necessa-
ry.  We: are not mformed whg
the original committee were;:
we perceive from the report .in-
serted in the Repeository, vol. i.

. 383. that it was afterwards in-

crcased by the addition of all the

ministers who were members of -
from those which they have fol- -

the society. ‘Their assistance,

and it is belicved that of some.

other gentlemen, was requested
by a cireular letter, and those
members of the committee who
resided in Londen and taok an
active concern in the work, seem
from the reports, as well as from
the result of their labours, to have
devoted themselves to the "due
discharge of the trust. In their
last report they say, ¢ the com-
mittee make no apology for the

length of tune, being upwards of

two years, which has been occu«
pied in the preparation of this’
work. 'They are consciouns of
their own unremitted attention to
it, and that they have advanced
with as much rapidity as was eon--
sistent with the puature of the un.
dertaking, and with the respect:
due to the prumerous and respect-
able subscribers-to 1t.??

The readers of the Improved-
Version certainly have no - wight
to expect from the editors of it,
more than they have all along
professed as their principle, which
indeed wus determinéd by their
constiteents. Some few may rea
gret that an entirely new version
was not ettempted; and we are:
convinced that a more prevallmg
source of regret 1s, that the Im-
proved Version 15 not mere hike
the Common Version: but the
editors have a full right to reply
to both parties, ‘allomng the
gencral desirableness of the plan
actually adopted, ascertain how
we have executed it.?

vat
-were limited by it.
. one lmportant pomt, where we

181

. In cur fazther remarks we shal} -
keep this principle in view, so far
as the exerstions of the comimittee -
On at least:

presuine they wesge at full liberty
to pursues their own views, we
shall express our decided dissent

lowed ; and .we shall take notice
of cases, 1 which they do not:
appear to us to have succeeded
i improving upon their basis, and
perhaps. may be led to pomt out
others in which it maght have -
been improved where it is lefg
unaltered: but we do feel the’
general value of their labours;
and believe that an important ser-
vice is rendered to the cause of
truth by what is doné.- There is°
nothing hotwever, in the undeftak-
ing which preclades farther imo
provement. ‘The editors them.
selves never-hold it up as a perfece,
but enly 4s’an improved version;
and though - prevision. is made for-
preventing useless” itanovations in-
this publication of- ‘the society,
yet -by the very provision uscful:
changes are encourageds (see the.
Fifth Report of the Committee.)
We have seldom assmined the
critical office with a more impres.

sive teeling of the dcelicacy of our -

task ; and we shall rejoice if we
succeed in the estimation’ of the
truly candid, in - following the
pointings of a love of truth and
trdelity, and the gencral duty
which a critic owes te his reader,’
without violating that whtch hé
owes to his auther. .

- Our plan in the prosecution of
our 'tatk wall be to consider, first,
the text employed; next, the va-
riations” from the basis of the
whole ; and lastly, the notes. In
the consideratian of these.objects,
we may possibly trespass a little
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upon the panence of our readers ;
but. the great importance of the’
work 1tself and the increasing .

spread of our Repository, render

it desirable to make our examina-
tion of the Improved Version as
cormplete as our circumstances
will allow.

Respecting the Introducuon,
we have little to say. It i1s evi-
dently drawn up by the hand of a
master;

which it treats, that we have ever
seen. It is concise, but compre-

Art. II.
Co.

¢ This pubhcatwn ’? says, the
edltm in his preface, ¢ is designad
supply . Unitarian.- Chrlsuans
with same scrious impressive dis-
courscs, unexceptionable to them
an point of religious doctrine, and
calculated to assist in forming and
strengthening habits of enlightened
devotion and active virtue.”

The utility of such an un-
dertaking will scarcely be dis-
puted.  There are undoubtedly
many volumes of excellent
tical discourses in the world, and
many selections have been made
for the use of families; but few
or none of these hazve been per--
fectly consistent with rational
views of Christianity.
have unavoidably been much oc-
cupied in defending their prin-
ciples.
therto been comparatively small.
On these accounts, the sermons
and practical treatises published
immediately by them, could not
be numerous ;
mination of Christians could at-
tach to the practical part of re-
ligion greater importance. In

and exhibits the clearest -
general view of the subjects of

Sermons for- the Use of Families.
Hews Bransby ‘2 vols. 121110 pp. 912, 1808..

prac-.

‘Their numbers have hi-
~fession, cannot perhaps do better

though no deno-.

Raview.-——-B ransby’s Sermons for the Use of Familiesa

hensive and cofrect; and’ it has'
given, and will give, .to many to
whom: the discussion of those sube
jects was before inaccessible, dis«"
tinct and highly useful ideas res
specting them. If the work were
not accessible to every one, we
should be tempted to make coa.
pious extracts from the Introduc-
tion ; as it is, what we have said
must suﬁice; and I our next
number we hope to continue our
critique. according to the plan
which we have laid down.

Selected by James
Longman and

this state, they were obliged to.re-
sort to the sermons and treatises
of other dlvm&, pxoht by what
they could approve of, and reject,
what appeared to be erroneous.
But of late many serious and ju-
dicious discourses have been pub.-
lished on principles strictly Unie
tarian. Still there was wanting
for the use of families a set of
-discourses on the most important
practical subjects, adapted fto
every understanding and calcuw-
Jated to make an impression on
the conscience of every hearer.
This defect we think well supplied
by the present sclection. We,
therefore heartily wish that the

Unitarians undertaking may be duly encou.

raged. Unitarians who are de-
sirous to prowmote a temper and
conduct consistent with, their pro-

for that c¢nd, than to patromse
this valuable selection of practical
sermons.  They are thirty in
nummber, and come recommended.
by ‘the revered names of Drs,
Priestley, Jebb - and Clark of
America; of the late Mr. Kenrick,
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and Mr. T{]rner of-Wakefield; and
of ‘other distinguished, pious and

sensible writers, from whose works .

The

they have been sclected.

Review.— Hazlitf's Sermons for the Use of Famailzes.
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discourses . by . -living preachess,
whose names are concealed, are
every way worthy of the'collection

in which they appear.

Art. III. Sermons for t.kc Useof Fabzi_lz'es. By VV. Hazhitt, A. M.

In two Volumes, Svo. pp.729.

These volumes contain thirty-
eight sermons on important sub-
jects of practical religion. Thcy
are well adapted to inculcate just
sentiments and a truly Christian
practice. Thcere are perhaps few
by whom they will not be under-
stood, nor any of whose attention
they will be found unworlhy.
Whoever wishes to rcad with a
view to his moral nnprovement,
will not regret. the purchase of
these volumes, or the time spent
in their perusal. They will 1m-
part to him ¢¢ that wisdom which
3s better than gold,” the know-
ledge of pure, génuine and ra-
tional religion.” In conjunction
with the preceding article, they
furnish a valuable stock of prac-
tical sermons to parents and mas-
ters of tamilies, by means of which
they may at all times be cnabled
tp instruct their dependants, in
the most neccessary and funda-
mental truths of the Christian re~

ligion. They are plain, scrious,
judicious, and of a moderate
length. By way of specimen, we

shall give an extract trom the
sermon “¢ On Prudence,® Vol. 1.
p. 258.

Jarity:

Johnson. 1809.

¢ The truly prudent man will be more
anxious to commend him:self to God
than to the world, and will be more
intent upon those riches that never fail,
than upon those that are transitory and
perishing. He will not: therefore deny
or abandon the truth to obtain wealth ¢y
benours, nor to escape poverty, re-
proaches _and distresses. Nor will he
conceal she truth, whenever there is 3
convenient opportunity for making it
known, and the prospect of bringing
over a single advocate to it, to please
men, or to acquire a fashionable popu-~
For prudence is consistent with
honesty and uprightness of heart, and
a noble zeal to diffuse light in the world.
Indeed those men who are applauded
for their trimming, their studied eva-
sions, and their mean compliancés with
the humours of the ignorant, the pre-
judiced, the proud and designing, are
not properly speaking applauded for
their prudence, but for their timidity,
duplicity and indifference to truth. In

short, true prudence has no relation to

a dastardly, grovelling spirit of any
kind. It is net penurious, but watch-
ful and cautjous; it is not covetous, but
sober and .thoughtful; 1t is not mean
and hypocritical, but unwilling to give
needless offence, or wantonly to rush
into the snares which are spread for the
unwary. Itavoidsevery evil which can
be avoided, and neither inflicts pain on
ourselves or others, but where this is
necessary to attain some useful and wor-
thy end. It fixes our chief affections
on the future joys of the righteous, and
the blessing and favour of God through-
©out cternity.”

ArT. IV. An Essay on the Nature and D:scipline of a Christian

- Churck. By R. Wright.

An excellent plea for peace and
Wwnity, drawn up at the request

12mo. pp. 12. 3d.

D. Eaton. 1808,

of the Cqm mittee of the Unitarian
Fund. |
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS;
o OR; a

The Christian's Szb*wey of ‘ the Political World.

A FasT pAaY hasintervened since our
tast, and we had the satisfactron of hear-
ang, that the appropriated prayers for
the day, were not written in the stram,
which ‘was so peculiarly offensive in
some publications of this kind, some
Years back.” 1f at any time the human
anind should be kept from the agitation
of bad passions, it is at the moment
when mrent present them-elves before the
majesty .of heaven. ‘T'héy are gddress.
sng prayers to the god of lowe: how
shocking must it be then te apply terms
fit onlyfaor.a Moloch, a Mars or a Bel-
Jona! How far fast-days are -suitab'e in
@ Christian country mt:y admit of a
doubt ; but there can be no doubt, that
if they produce dispositions unsuitable
to the Christian religion, they ought to
be-exploded. We aretaught to pray fer,
our cnemies. Of course, to go into a
church with a desire of revenge against
the French, with a spiirt of implacable
yesentment, is to turn our pPraycrs into
curses against onrsclves. We may add
also that, if the fast-day does not pro-
duce a disposition towards ‘peace; nay,
af it 15 ordered, when there 1s a deter-
minatton -not to listen ito any terms of
peace, the proper use of. the fast-day
svould be to pray to God to soften our
-stony hearts, and to create in us disposi-
tions worthy of the religion which we
-profess. How far fast-days have been,
or not, a mockery of God’s justice, in
this and other countries, is a question
well worthy the attention of kings and
princes. It is a wvery awful ‘thing to
appear in the presence of the 'living
‘Geod: and if the appointment of a fast-
day is an outward acknowledgment of
his authority, still if there is nothing but
an.outward acknowledgment, the day
is worse. than useless: the true test of a
fast-day is the disposition, that it has
«created in us towards our enemies.

In this kingdom, however, an employ-
snent-was given for the fast-day, which
to judge by l.ondon, must have wery
much operated against the solemnity.
‘The newspapers have been filled of late
with some very extraordinary transac-
sions, and an interesting examination

4

took place in the House of Commons,
themnight before the fast, relative to the
Duke of York, and one of his late
mistrésses, which excited the greatest
attention. This business has occupied
.completely the thoughts of the country;
so that all the jmportant transactions,

‘that have lately taken place, have sunk

before #. The question is, whether
the Duke of York has‘been privy to the
negociations that have taken place with
his mistre:s, relative to places in the
army; for as to those relative to ciwl
appointmernts, they do not seem to be of
so much weight. ~ Yet many of our
readers may perhaps feel a degree -of
astoni:hment, that it has been Emuzght
adviseable by persons of high raonk,
officers of the army, dignitaries of the
church, to make application to Mirs.
-Clarke, the mistress of the Commander
in Chief, to obtain preferment.-

Whatever their astonishment may be,
very extraordinary facts have come out;
namely, that Mrs. Clarke ‘has re ceived
solicitations for her interest, and has re-
ceived money for her interest ;3 that ace
.cording to her account the Duke of
York was acquainted with these circum-
stances ;3 and that her establishment wds
of such a nature, and her receipts'from
-the Duke of York so inadequate to it,
that she could not have carried it on
witnout these helps. These things hawe
led to very extraordinary examinations,
and to the production of letters, which
have by no means tended. to .raise the
character of the Duke of York in the
estimation of the public. Grass abuscs
have certainly existed; the detection of
them has been difficult; the remedy in
future is not easily to be discovered, nor
if discovered can it casily be applied.
If it tends to a general inquiry into the
mode of giving away civil, military and
ecclesiastical promotions, sherc may be
some chance that merit will take the
precedence of connexions. of money.
But the arguments. against such an im-
provement in our system are too obe
vious for us to expect that this re-
form will be speedily announced to the
world. -
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*fhizs and other circumstances of the
sameskind has however led many per-
sous tothe formerly much agitated ques-

tion, the reform in the House of Com-

monss and it is proposed, we under-
stand, to e¢ndeavour to procure a sub-
stantial representation of the people,
and the shortening the duration of par-
liamients. The aim is certainly good,
and we cannot but applaud the intenti-
ons of those, who propose such a mea-
sure. But, let the representation be
changed in any manner, to make the
electors more numerous, and the duration
of parliaments bt - hortened, still, if the
members of the House of Commons
may hold place or pension, or be the
means of obtaining places or pensions
for others, or’ for themselves within a
limited . time after a dissolution, the
I{ouse of Commons cannot possibly per-
form that duty completely, for which it
is instituted. It is contrary to the nature
of marn, to suppose him to be’capable
of givinz an unbiassed judgment on a
variety of questions, when thepinterfere
with the views of those, with whom his
intercst is combined. .

The petition is not before the house,
which has been expected, respecting free
toleration. 'I'he excellent pamphlet,enti-
tled, ¢ Intolerance the dizgrace of Chris-
tians, not the reproach of Christianity:”
has led many we believe-to entertain
Letter views of this sabject, than they
had been usced to from the prejudices of
their education and manner of life. But
it will be difficnlt to create that interest,
which the merit of the question de-
mands. With a worldly politician, who
cares nothing at all about religion, Chris-
tian arguments are of no avail.  DBut in
a Christian country, one would hope,
that theve ts o suflisiert number of per-
sons, whling to accede to the conunands
of their Saviour, and no argument of
politics can weigh against them.  As
the abomination ot the slave trade was
remov.ed by repeatedd efforts, so we doubt
not, thut by perseverance, the nation
~will be brought to a due s¢nse of the un-
chri-tian spirit of those starutes, which
were passed in former times in favour of
mtolerance. . ‘ -

Abroad, affairs are in great uncertain-
ty. On one side it is supposed, that the
Spaniards will be able to make a strong
resistance in the south of Spain: but on
the other'it secms decided, that almost
all the north and middle are reduced to
complete sabjection to the French arms,
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What may be esteemed worse is, that
the march of the English has by no
means tended to increase the friendly
disposition towards the Spaniards, and
from all we can collect, the mass of the
Spaniards are far from being zealous in
the cau:e of their late king. This 1is
not to be wondered at, as they have
had so little redson to rejoice in the go-
vernment of ‘the Bourbons, and the
French held out to them deliverance
from many evils, under which they at
present groan. [In this -ituation of af-
fairs, Buonaparte has left Spain, and
returned to Puris, a circumstance which
implies that in his opinion the great
conflict is over, and pothing now re-
mains, bat a trifling war, which may
easity be carried on by his general-.

How far the French have got into
Portugal, we do not know, but proba-
bly by this time the whole of the coun-
try is reduced. A grand exhortation to
resistance has been published at Lisbon,
but the English both there and 2t Oporto,
have cither fled, or are on the point of
quitting the country. The restoration
of the ancicnt Portuguese family s scems
nowr to be 1mpossible, and the extreme
imbecility of their former governnient
by no means repders their return desira-
ble. - To whom the French emperor
will give this kingdom is yet uncer-
tain; and, whether he will leave the
Pemnsula under cne head, or divide 1t
into scparate principalitics must depend
entirely on his own judgment of the ex-
pediency of either measure.

Buonaparte returns to his own king-
dom m triumph, and he may now re-
volve the future de-tiny of Europe in
his nmind. Turkey pre:ents to him a
scene «f action. “2’he empire is torn to
picees by faction, and what is the real
state of parwves cannot he ascertained.
As yet they have been left to themselves,
but every thing scems to portend, that
farcign powecrs wiil take the advantage
of their dis<entions, and tear from them
their Europeuan provinces. [lappy will
it be for chis country, it Buonapa:te car-
rizs his mitentions into that quurter; bat
his views =e:m to be cxrepdéd farcher,
and the French interest is strorg in
Persia. By late accounts it should seem,
that the ' ambassador sent by the East
India company into Persia has not been
permitted to advance towards the capi- .
tal; that a very great number of French
officers are in the country ; that they are
very assiduous. in casting cannon, pre-
IJ
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parin® arunmiunition, and exercising the
troops. If the Persians are to make an’
irruption isto India, the conflict will be
.’:_very dilfzreiir trom that, which we have
Fecn accustonied to with the weak troops
of India.  TFhe injury to India by such
an invasion will be very great; us the
natives will be stbject to all the horrors
cf war, wiciout any prospect of advan-
tage; for by the mildness of the compa

ny’'s wovermmuent, they are now in a hap-
piec siate than any -f their neighbours.

The accounts fromr Sweden are little
to be depended upon. The king has
not as yet made war against us, but in
what state he is with respect to Rus 14
and France is uncertain. It is said, that
his subjects feel some disquiet at the
losses their country has sustained, and
there seemis to be no probabilty, that
Finland should throw eoff the Russian
voke.. Among the conjectures that the
north affords us, one is that the king of
F'russis, who is on a visit to Petersburgh,
may receive a compensation for his losses,
by an exchange of his present ili-fated
dominions for Sweden. This may be in
the secret councils of the two great em--
perors: but neither kingdom will be a
gainer by the exchange of monarchs.
Of Finland we know little, or hew
far its inhabitants are satisfied under
their new master. Their lot however
is probably fixed, and there seems to be
no chance of their re-union to Sweden.
Little has occurred with respcct to the
re:t of Europe. Sicily is, still under its
old king, but preparations are making
by the king of Naples to bring it te an
union with his government.

If we cross the Atlantic, we find the
Americans firm in their attachment to
the embargo, though this is not pleasing
to the inhabitants of the sca-coast. 1 hey
have elected a new president and vice-
president, but this does not seem likely
to jproduce any change in their political
relutions, with respect to Furope. Of
Spunish Ametica we know little, and
the disputes between the governor ol
Jjumaaicg and the island are not yet sct-
tled.

1n the houses of parliament have boen
-ome cdebates, but of no very great con-
soquence: the time and attention of the
Touse of Commons Rave beco com-
pleteiy absorbed in the question of Murs.
Clarke and  her royal, paramour. Ny
Wardle int:oduced the subject in a2 very
zble spcech, in which he represenced
the danger ta the country from corrujp-
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tion, his decided enmity to it,- and his
firm resclution to combat it in every
quarter, whether high or low. He dis-
claimed ail enmity to the Duke of York,
and maintained, that it was ‘not a party
quc:tion, but what required the.concur-
rence of all sides, that justice might
be done to the comntry: le then laid
down five cuses, as thc basis of /his
charges against the Duke of Yo:k, and
moved thut a committee shhu'd be ap-
pointed to take them into coustderation,
Great yoy was ex pressed by several mi-
nisters, that the charges were brougls
into a tangible shape, and that the Duke
would now be relieved from the load of

oblequy, that had been cir.ulated against

him in various libels. They - courted
pablicity, which they said, was also the
wish of the Dulke. and paid him very
high compliments for his conduct as the
head of the army. ‘fhey could not be-
lieve, that upon enquiry, any thing
would attach to hisroyal highness. One
member talked in a very hizh strain,
declaring it to be his opinion, that a
canspiracy cxisted to ruin the royal fa-
mily in the public estimation, and by
rupinng them down, to destroy the con-
stitution, That it was carried on by
jacobins, and that they abused the liber-
ty of the pre:s, a liberty which might
be usctul. but whose licentiousness was
extremely dangerouss Another . talked
of the great re ponsibility, that the
mover of this question had incurred,
that infamiy must attach ‘somewhere,
and disgruce must fall to the share of
either the accuser or the accused. This
latter daoctrine, as well as the insinua.
tions against' the liberty of the press,
was properly combated by the indepen-
dent members of the house, who de-
clated it to bLe the duty of 2 member,
who had just grounds to believe, that
corrupuion existed in any department of
the state, to bring it before the house
that tire member, who brought torward
such a question required and deserved
the support of the hou:e; that impar-
tinlity was to rcign in the discussion,
and every precaution should bde wuvsed,
chat the cnds of justice might be obrain-
ed; and that a servanc of the state,
however high s dignity, was not to
Le soreenedfrom enquiry. After a con-
sideralde Jicusron, it was unanimously
agrreed, that the question should be re-
forred to a commiattee, and afterwards
it was dstermined, that it should be a
cotnittee of the whole house.



Obituary.

107

Miss Price.

In consequence of this resolution,
witncsses were summoned to appear at
the bar of the house, and many have
been examined; officers of the army,
members of the House of Commons,
Mrs.®* Clarke and several ladies, and
persons who had been coucerned in nio-
ney transactions with Mrs. Clarke, or
tiad been her servants and tradesmen.
¥rom them it appeared that Mrs. Clarke
had lived in a very sumptuous manner
~with the Duke of York, to whith her
allowance fiom him was by no means
adequate, that she had been engaged in
the sale and exchange of commuissions in
the army, which she was supposed to
obtain, and which she affirmed she did
obtain from the duke, that considerable
sunis were advanced to her for these
purposes, and besides, that she procur-
¢d for meney employments in other de-
partments. With these things accord-
mng. to the statement of Mrs. Clarke,
the Duke was perfectly well acquainted,
and app?ic-ations ‘were made to her on
the ground of her influence with hun

A

by persons of distinguished eminence,
both in church and state. It appeared
that a foot-boy who used to wait on her -
and the Duke of York, was rewarded
by a commi::sion in the army, he was
now on the staff’; and a member of par-
liament high in the coufidence in the
Duke, had a son who was/ made licute-
mmant colopel by the time he was of age.
Such a scene of things in short was faid
opcn, that perfectly yustihed Mr. War-
die in the enqguiry rhat he had moved,
and the pub:ic curiosity i1s excited to
the utmost, to know i what manner
these very extraordinary things will ter-
minate. Much time was employed on
the character of Mrs. Clarke, who
seems to be & woman of very great ta-
lents, bt all the circunmistances concur
to give a great degree of credit to her
testimony. It is evident that corruption
has prevaiied to a very great extent, and
that the interference of the house is ne-
ces.ary to prevent similar abuses in
future,

!
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Further Particulars respecting Ddiss Price. -

Of this very excellent person, an obi-
tuary was insertéd 'in our last number,
but it may be acceptable to the friend:
of gentine picty and rational - religion,
to know some further pa:ticulars of her.
Her piety was without austerity or os-
tentation, her ¢¢zeal without bigatry,
and her candour without indifference.”
None more truly deserved to be styled
“ an Israelite indeed without guile;” as
such, her character cannot be. too well
known, or her memory too carcfully
preserved. :

Miss Price, like her mother beflore
her, hcld for several ycars the office of a
zoverness over an etidowed school, the
arduous duties of which she discharged
with such punctuality and faichfulness.
as to command the universal esteem of
her pupils; this situation though less lu-
crative than  some others which she
might have filled, and which her great
talents well merited. she chose to re-
tain, because it enmabled her with per-
fect freedom to afford an asylum to a
venerahle father, who is now in the 82d
vear of his age, and who most deeply

\

-

deplores the loss of so va'uable a daughs
ter. It was stated in our last that she
had not been long in connexion with the
particu‘far‘ Baptists before she became
di-<atisfied with some of their leading
doctrines as well as pract’ces; and it
should be ob:-erved thut she became so,
not in consequence of debating with
per ons of different scntunents, but by a
clore and impartial examination of the
scriptures. -Jn this state of mind she
eagerly sought for Christians after her
own heart, bur none could be fowund
among the religionists of her own
ncighbourhood, whom she decribed in
a letter to the writer of this miemoir, as
“ posse~sing zeal wuhout Lknowledge,
and enthusiasm bordering on madness.”
v« How dJifferent,” said she, ¢ from the
beautiful simplicity of 1tie apostolic age.”
At length however she heard of a snfall
congregation of wery tnquisitive peeple, at
a place called the Mngine, near Swansea ;
she paid thema visit in’ the year 1796,
and was readily admitted a member,
Herc she found a people determined to
call no man an earth master in religion,
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but resolved to scarch the Bible -for
themselves, and to study its contents
wwith minds unshackled by human
creceds or formulavies.  They Leld
meetings purposely for searching the
scriptures, and for debating on religlous
topics, and by this procedure they
passed through almo-t as many revolu-
tions as the celebrated York Baptists, to
whom indeed they have ail along borne
a striking resemblance.  Their first
leaders were Independents, but they
soon became Baptists, which they stili
continue to be: they afterward: ex-
changed Trinitarianism for Sabellianism,
and Calvinism for Arminiani-m; and
at one time they were strongly inclined
to Sandemanianism, for they adcpterd
the Sandemanian definition of faith,
broke bread every Lord’s day evening,
and deemed wvashing of fect, ancinting the
sick, &c. to be gospel ordinances. It is
but justice to them to say, that thiough-
out all their changes they manifested the
humble disposition of sincereiuquirers af-
ter truth,and that their debating ~oc.eties
were never turbulent, but in the highest
degrce decorous and edifying.  “1'he few
that now remain of them are sctiled in
Ussiversalism and Unitartanisin, and
their society is classed with the General
Buptist churches thiat have lately so
much incrcared in Wales. As Miss
Prrce’s habitation wasbetween forty and
fifty miies from the Engine church, it
was but seldom that she could join her
friend$, yet she wisited them as often as
she could, and some cf thair preachers
(for they had two or three) occacionally
visited her; butr as this haprened but
.very seldous, she laboured under great

inconvenience as to an acceptuble miuis-

try. ‘The introduction of Waesleyan
preaching lately into her neiglbrurhoed,
gave her some 1elief, and with several of
the preachers in that connexicn she was
on very friendly terms; one of them, a
Mr. Wooda:i, visited her in her illpess,
~and also detvered
coute on her death, at Cacrphilly, on
the Sunday after her interment: the
audicnce was numerous. and so affected
+hut there were but few dry eyes in the
pi~ce. Such was ‘he excellence of Miss
Price’s character that the commanded
unive sil esteem; her company was al-
ways bighly enterraining and instiuctivg,
and it was eagerly sought for by rich
and pepr, churchmen agd dissenters;
Y

an impressive dis- -

her advice was piudent and seasonable,

and her admonitions gentle but yet con-

viecing. '

Thourh she was well known to favour
Unitarianism, and blamed by mane for
being ¢ too nice and particular” 1in her
opinions, vet some of those that were
the most remote from her in sentiments
were constrained to admire her sense
and piety, and several Calvinistic mi-
nisters in their travels that way, were
unable to resist the temptation of calling
to see so 1utelligent a person; many of
them will readily testify that some of
the best hours of their lives were spent
under her roof. The disorder which so
suddenly terminated her existence was
an inflammmatory sore throat, but neither
she nor her friends apprehended any .
danger in it, for two medical gentlemen’
had declared to her there was none, yea
on the very day in which she died she
had been down stairs, and eaten a better
dinner than in the whole preceding fart-
night! Alas! how uncertzin is life ! and
how imperfect is man’s judgment ! She
was mnterred with respect and decency,
though without any pomp, o which
sbe always bad great aver-don. Upon fur-
ther inquiry we find that she had attained
the 46th year of herae, being one year
more than what was stated in our last.

| D. J.

1308, April 1o,at Sandon, near Royston,
Heits, i the forty-second year of her
age, MRS. FORDHAM, wife of Mr.
Elias Fordham, of thait place. )

Of this lady we have reccived the
following instructive and interesting ac-
count, communicated by her nearest re-
lation to a friend, with liberty to insert
it in cur Repoesitory,

DMrs. Fordbam’s parents were meni-
bers of the Church of England, but
she was early placed under the care
of a worthy female :elation, a Dis-
stnter of the Calvinistic persna-ion,
of whose well-incant endeavours to
impress her mind with serious religioh,
she was accustomed to speak in the.
language of gratitude. She was now
however, frequently both wearied and *
disgusted with the tedious length, par-
ticilarly on the sabbath, of rel'gious
services, the greatest part of which she
could not understand. . T

As she advanced to years of reflection
her objections to the creed in which
she had been educated continualty 'in-
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creased.  She could no longer reconcile
herself to the opinion of our utter in-
ability to perform any duty acceptable
to God, without supernatiiral a:sistance
first bestowed, while the doctrine of the
absolute unconditional election of a few
only to happiness, and the consequent
reprobatien of the far greater proportion
of th¢ human race to certain and ever-~
lasting misery, filled her with a chilling
horror every time the idea of God was
presented to her mind. Such indeed was
her experience of the injuwilous effects of
those popu'ar doctrines, that she always
spcke of them as fraught with the most
serious 11l consequences, and ranking
among the gro:sest corruptions of Chris-
tianity. I am aware, however, from
my own experience, and candour com-
mands the observation, that there have
been orthodox professors who have es-
caped these feelings of horror on the
contemplation of their systeny, having
probably looked at its milder, rather
than its terrific parts.

Mrs F. had fallen into the too com-

mon error that Calvini-ma and Christi-
anity were synonimous. Thus when
she began to exercise her own reflec-
tions on religious subjects, many oljec-
tions arose in her mind against the
Revela:ion itself. She was afterwards
grieved at the recoliection that for years
she had neglected to examine the vali-
dity of the Christian Scriptures, and to
read any of those excellent defences of
Revelation with which this age abounds.
Yet, as she always firmly bclieved in
the existence and government of God,
and the absolute necessity of virtue to
present and future happiness, she en-
deavoured to persuade herself that it
was of small consequence whether she
believed the'e impartant doctrines on
the principles of reason or the authoricy
of Revelation.” Persuaded also, that
the New Testament contained the most
admirable system "of morals,” and the
most powerful gnotives to a holy life, she
never mentioned her suspicions to her
acquaintance, better pleased that they
should believe in Revelation, than
participate in her painful scepticiem ;
for during this period of her life the
human condition wore a gloomy as-
pect. She would sometimesi conclude
with Johnson, that sin and misery
greatly ‘preponderated, the world ap-
t};::arin’g as though forsaken by its au-
or.
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She acknowledged with devout gra-
titude, her deiiverance from this mose
uncomfortable “state of mind, by being
disposed to read with attention thyg
scriotures, particularly the four zospels,
which she always regurded as the most
interesting parts of the New Testameitt,
She had been accustommed to read, dur-
g several hours in a day, frequently
works which. required . cousiderabie at-
tention.  Thus she had the advantage
of bringing to the study of the scripe
tures a mind not unfurnished nor unex-
ercised.  She was fearful, at the com-
mencement of her enquirie:, that her
objections would not be easily removed,
but happily found, asshe advanced, that
the evidence of the divine origin of the
scriptures constantly gained upon her
mind, till at length she attained a com-
pleat conviction that no man could have
spcken or acted as lesus did, unless he
had been taught of God. To suppose a
person long imprisoned in some dreary
habitation, possessing, at the same time,
a taste for the beautics of nature, then
suddenly placed upon a point command-
g the most enchanténg scenes, may
serve to give some 1dea of her enjoy-
ments. From this time the scripture
beeame the great % man of her council,™
and she meditated thercin day and nizhe.
It not only became light to her own
faith, but illuminated the whole crea-
tion around her. . |

While the subject of this memoir
formed her notions of Christianity from
the popular creed. the Redecmer ap-
peared in awful mdjesty the minister of
wrath, at least ta the many, cxhibiting
the Mather of the creasjon as an austere
muaster reaping where he had not sown.
But when she examined for hevself the
Revelation by Jesus Christ, the Apostle
of our préfession appeared cloathed with
salvation, proclaim:ng the great Eternal
equally the father of a/// not sclecting
a few and abandoning the many, but
loving an erring, offending world, and
sending his Sou to redeem 1t. She saw,
however, ne foundation for the modern
opinion of Christ's having satisfied lamw
or justice to maké way for the commu-
nication of mercy, or the more mdde-
rated represcntation of his sufferings
being a medium-through which mercy
is destined to .flow. Conversing upon
this subject she would remark, that in
the original commission of Christ to his:
apostles, the directian was, to teach the
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ance, cither witn or without a pamb g,
the pardon of sin 15 invariably repre-
sented as the free unpurchased grace of
Cod, and rhat even characrers of ordi-
rnary woral attuinments, were ready to
forgive those who had treated them I~
riously, when they percerved their re-
yentance, and a desive to ryepair the
stjuries they had  committed.  She
would often repcat the word® of our
Lord, If Fathers, being evil {imiperfect),
know how to give good giits to their
chidren, how much more the Father of
pur spiritet :
While Mrs. ¥F. thus rejected the po-
pular doctrine of the interference of the
Son of God to re-cue maen {ram his
Father’s wrath, let no onc suppose rhat
she thought ligh:ly of Chnst in the
plan of our saulvation. "There were few
passages of scriptore which she repeated
oftener, or with more emphasts thanp
{Johniii. 26.) God so loved the werld as
to give his only begoiten Son, &ec.
Some injudicious Christians boast of
éxalting Christ; her desire was neithor
to exalt nor to dcebase him, but humbly
to receive him as he 1s exhibited in the
grospel. She pratetully meditated on

his wo:k and sufferings, while the re-’

vealed fact that God had promised to
forgive sins when repented of and forsa-
ken, fully vausficd her, and was the
sraund of her rejolcing. -7

Ofthe extent of divine fergivene:s<he
had the most enlarged idvas.  The doc-
trine of endle-s miisery to the greater
art, or evenr to an judividual, of the
guman race, appeared in her view so
uncongenial to the character of CGod,
that she often expressed her astonish-
ment that it should bave ever been so
generally received. A perfectly bene-
volent being, she -would reason, could
have no motive in creating the human
race but the ultinnate communication of
his heppiness.  Perfeet wisdom must
Rave forcseen 2ll th.t wonld result froma
his creating power. Kncewing the di.e
gonscquences;, would his benevolence

uncarrupt religion,

have peritted M to create a race of
beings, whose future eternal condition
must be so trexzendons. That sin was a
maliznant disorder from which human
beings must be purified. here or here-
after, was her fSrm conviction. Yt
that, however #&emendous future misery
nay be (and {rom the ianguage of scrip-
ture there is every reason to believe 1t
will be #remendsis indeed) from the na-
ture,of man, and the perfections of Hinz
that made hiny, 1t must be remedial.
Her benevolent nature would frequently
exultin the transporting thought that sin
an:d misery would be anunihilated, and
all the errmyg race of man, at some dis-
tanc period (a veriod awfully long when
compared with our present eXxistence,
but short when compared with eternity)
be restored to 1ts benevolent parent, and
all rejoice in his futherly love. Had the
apostles a. comimission te teach the po-
pular doctrine, could they, she weuld
argue, with this truth, the endless mi-
sery of thc great masrs of intelligent
bewngs, i their view, have exuited in the
height, depth, leugth, and breadth, of
the love of God, or have described him
as the Saviour cf all men, especially of
them thae beacve.

-While the mind of Mrs. F. wasthus
inwigorated by the just views ef reli-
giou- truth which she bad acquired, her
health had been gradually declining.
During a trying stage of her illness
she made a wvisit to Bath. Here a shart
acquaintance took place with Mrs,
H » a lady highly connected, and
who had hcen educated in the principles
of hi li-church orthodoxy. From se-
rious conviction and a sense of the im-
portatice  of religinus truth, “she had
now lcft the Fstaplishment and joined
the Unitarian Dissepters, Such a step,
m some instances, would evince but
little virtue. In. her case it was far
otherwise. She was under the necessitv
of making great and painful sacrifices s
nor did this determination take place
till after the laborious inyestigation of
several years.  Could this excellent ra-
tional Christian be induced to leave be-
hind her an account of her life, such g
statement of the force of truth would do
great service to the cause of pure and
. 'T'he subject of this
memoir frequently spoke of the pleasure
she derived from the socicty of this
lady, and regretted the necessity of its
short duration, It wasin her hands she
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Fst saw the life of thar fruly great and
gooed maa Dr: Briestley, and through her
means became acquamred with  the
writings. of his upight fetlow-labourer
in the gospel, Theophilus L.indzey.
1'he benelit which Mrs. F. received
from her visit to Bath was such as 2ave
us, at least for a short period, somie
hopes that the unmivelcome opinion of
medical gentlemen was i{!{-fnunded. It
was too soon perceived tnat their judg-
ment was correct. They had however,
as wsual, purposely misled their patient
respecting tl.¢ nature and danger of her
disorder. After much consideration {
thought 1t my duty to undeceive her.
T'he only effect was andncrease of cheer-
fulness. She thauvked me for the ntor.
mation, and said she was at tnnes frar-
ful that her life might be suffered to
finger out for yvears in a burden-
some to Bersclf and others, §for wihen
she ceased to be of service to hev fumily
whe ceazed to wish Tor the continnance
of hife. B -
From leng indisposition Mrs. F. was
much abstracted from the wo'ld. With
the exception cf her children’s improve-
ment, she fele lirtle 1nterest zbout it,
habitually contemplating moral and re-
ligious principles.  ltler resignation and
contentinent weve strongly matked 1n
her countenance and noticed by her ac-
quaintance. So pawerfully was her mind
1 npressed with the tdea thit all events
were ordered by mfinite wisdem and
kind design, that she often expressed
herselt willing to lve 1o pain while it
pleased the author of her being,  vet
fally content te have life rermiinated, as
she expected to receive it again to great
advantage. Upon on: occasion regr: f-
ting she could be of no u:e, I 1epeated a
senument of Milton’s, that—
* They al.o scrve who only stand and
“ wait;”’
=he replied, 1 hope my protracted
tion and death will bé of moreservice
than my life. She laboured, indeed, to
make them so by her conversation and
advice to all who surrounded her, pur-
ticulurly her servants and children.  As
she was frequently in expectation of
death, she more than once ook leave of
her elder children. On one occajon she
said, My child, do not you think the
puins of a sick bed suffncient ‘withoue
adding to them the dread of {uturity?
Great as my sufferings are, they ure
sipportable, av I have no dread of death.

‘.1' b \7
rd
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Live to God! live to your oivn con-
science! and then you will have nothing
to fear. ‘ »

When favoured by intervals of bodily
case, Mrs. F. thouglit it her duty to re~
lieve the gloom of asick dpartment b
relating any emtertaining anecdote wh‘ici

occursed to her recollccti;‘en. At such
times she was as ' much disposed to gaiety

as during any period of her life. Though
long incapable of active engagements,
her mind, ever intent upon doing good,
was continually forming plans for the
benelit of her children. Her directions
frequently referred to regulations after
her d ceace. OF this event she spake
wih pleasare; often saymg that she
ehoudd gain a stage of us, as somre of her
1near an.?f:ar riends had done of hes
Lnentiolling -particularly her niece, Miss
Martha F. te whom she was much ar-
tached), #ut adding, we chall patiently
await yoaur arrivat, 1aeeting to purt ne
more. As her strength dimiatshed, she
was able anly to read the scriptures, and
now and then a licde in her favouriie
avther, Cappe, but received increasing
pleasure from the conversation of her
frievds; and was much gratified by their
kind atientions, eften inquiring when
they were gone, if she had acknow-
fedged their kindness.  For those of her
family who so afivctionately and unwea-
riedly waited upon her, she prayed thag
God would give them friends so to at-
teud them in their illness. Thus, in 28
she said and did, wonld she exemplify
the grear {Christian iaw of love. ‘

T'owards the conclusion of Mrs. Fy
ninegs, her sufferings were great indeed,
yet § have heurd her say, that such had
been her uniform good spirits, the plea-
sure of pur.uing her reliygious inguiries,
and, she hoped, the improvement she
had made of her affliction, that the last
two years she reckoned the most valu-
able and happy of her cuistence. At
anothor time, when she was speakingin
the Jan . uage of great conwition, | re-
murked to her, what was precisely the
fact, that whatever had -bet:x} the defects
ot her character, they lay upon the sur-
face, thut few through life had mani-
fested such: thorough integrity. She
rephced, afflictions are ke a furnace, te
which they are compared. They shew
us much alloy where we least cxpected
it. [ hope I am thunxful that the lateer
end of iy journey has been thus rug-
ged.
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Mrs, Fordbam.

When from increasing debility <he
could no longer read, she wished that
the P:alms might be read to her.. Their
descriptions of the divine character as
merciful to the penitent and upright,
exactly comported with her ideas, but
the denunciation- in some of them she
counld not reconciie- either with the
Jewish or Christian dispensation, and
wished not to hear them. ‘Fhe last
week of her life was wruty afflietive; not
that her patience failed her, Gur her
sufferings increased.  She would some-
rimes say, Thoueh death ha:no terrovs,
vet the bye-wavs and cvenues to death
puzz.e me; besides the newne-s of the
scene muay perhrups confuse me.  After
great pain, she would say, T am thankful
palus are-not immortal.  Upgp one oc-
cuesion she exglaimed with meréthan or-
dinary energy, O my hcuvenly Father,
trample me net to atoms! already all
my bones are broken! Am I net thine
by creation, thine by the choice T have
made of thee? As if fearful of impa-
ticnce, she immediately added, i1n the
sanre tone of enerey, Bleéss the Lord, O
my soul. During the last few days of
her life she frequently beckoned mie, and
in a low veice satd, I feel my pawns
come on so quick and so strong, and my
feculties so feeble, 1 wish to have suii-
able petitions and portions of scripture
often repeated to me leust my patience
fail. O may I descend into the grave
without ingratitude and without a mur-
mur. -'1huswas she diligeat to the last
to ‘¢ be found of God, in peace, without
spot and Dblameless ” She was heuard
frequently to repeat suitable texts of
scripture and detached verses of hymmns,
particularly those of \Wutts, and recom-
mended the continuance of the custom
>f requiring proper portions of scripture
to be committed to mcmory by the

o

caildren, observing that she felt in her’

present circumstances the benefic of that
carly part of ber educatian.  ‘Thus she
continued, ultcrnately praying and prais-
ing till she slept die ddeep of death.
bicr yemains were cohveyed to Kelsha!l
¢hcrch-yard, where the following in-
seriprion, as expressive of her character
and sentiments, 1s designed to be placed
over her grave:—

“ A Christian upon ratiomnal convic-
tion i Equaily averse to bigotry und en-
thusiasm: A lover of the good of all
persua<tons: In conduct truly exemplary,
though humbled under a recollection

Obiluary.

NTr. Fobn ba'v_ys Browne.

of much defect and error, she cheerfully
confidéd in that abounding mercy which
eraciously accepts of sincere repentance
and improving holiness.  Her long and
scvere afflictions she endured without =
murmur as the kind and salutary dis-
cipline of her heavenly father. Awmidst
the paiuful di-solution of all mortal at-
tachments, she anticipated she eternal’
happines: of heaven, wmdulging the be-
nevolent hope that in the dispensations
of perfect goodners, the future suffer-
ings of the wicked would become re-
medial, and the whole wntelligrnt crea-
tion be constituted virtuous and happy.”’

Should the foregoing narrative be the
means of leading any of our Christian
brethzen to thittk more charitably of”
those whose relicious creed dilfers from
their own, or dispdse any individual of
any creed to value more highly our com-
mon Chui-tianity, as affording principles
able to sustain the mind under affliction,
and m the nearest prospect of death,, it
will greatly gratify the narrator. Should
any of his old religious connections
deign to read this imperfect sketch, he
can assurc them it contains a faithful ac-
count of the religious principles of the
deceased, and that the uniform comfort
those principles afforded her are not
overstated, as many besides himsell can
testify. | .

E.T.

S »nion, e . 11, 1803. _ :

1309, January the 3d. Dicd -at his
housc in Fetter-lane, after a long and
gradual decline of strength and health,
which he endured with exemplary for-
titude and patience, Mr. JOHN DA«
VYS BROWNE, attorney ut law. lle
was a gentleman of great ~kill and
knowledze in his profes-ion, and attend-
cd to the duties of 1t with unwearied as-
siduity. He did not confine himself how-
ever to the ordinary routine of official
busivess, but studied the great principles
of Jaw in respeét to their tendency and
des1:2n, and accurately investigated the
nicans by which laws are calculated to
answer the purpose of their enactinent,
and the causes which oceasion their in-
sufliciency and failure. HHe was a stre-
nuous admirer of the British constitu-
tion in its genuine form, unincumbered
by the additions wlich have in the course
of time stripped it of its excellencies and
tarnished its lustre.  kEqually averse to
anarchy and despotism, he wasthe warm
advocate of the just rights of munkind,
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and wished the prerogatives of the sove- opinion, that the middle 2nd lower
reign and the privileges of the people to classes of society are capable not only of

/

be preserved with vigilant jealousy in-
vinlate. In his religious inquiries, he
was unable to resist the forcible argu-
ments of that celebrated illuminator of
the human mind, Dr. Priestley; and
though brought up in the faith of the
established church, he became convinc-
ed that its creed was erroncous and its
doctrines unscriptural, and its mode of
public worship unworthy of a well-in-
formed Christian. Accordingly, for the
last eleven years of his life, he disconti-
nued his attendance upon .its ordinances,
and united himself - to, the congregation
assembling in Essex Chapel, at that time
under the care of Dr. Disney, whose
conscientious resignation of his prefer-
ment he ardently admired, and with
whose ‘ministerial services as well as
those of his successor Mr. Belsham, he

felt himself enlightened and edified. He

was 2 friend to innovation accompanied
with real improvement in every instance,
and was highly gratified with the la-
bours of that society, which favoured
the public with an Improved Version of
the New Testament; as he had been
before with the pains which his brother
took in publishing Selections of the
most useful and valuable parts of the
Old and New Testament, in the lan-
guage of the most improved versions
then extant. The more his knowledge
of theology increased, the more satisfied
he became with the opinions entertained
by that description of Christians now
usually denominated Unitarians, and his
faith remained firm and unmaved in the
pure, personal uhity of the diviné Being,
and his original inherent placability to
penitent and rcformed offenders to the
last moment of his life.

Japuary 30, at Wedmore, Somerset,
Mr. SIMON TINCKNEILL, aged 69
years. His death has occasioned a se-
vere loss to the General Baprtist church
assembling * in that place, of which' he
had been a leading member for many
years. His manners were those of a
plain farmer, and his religious opinions
were strictly Unitarjans- he bhad adopted
them chiefly in consequence of examin-
ing the scriptures, and reading authors
on both sides of the question, and was
never backward in . avowing and de-

fending them. - This coafirms us in the

VOL. 1V. .

understanding but even of defending the
Unitarian doctrine.—Mr. Tincknell has
we understand bequeathed a certain sum
for the support of the cause at Wed-
more. : D. J.
1809, February 9. Died at hgr
dauzhter’s, - Goswell-House, Gosweli-
street. Mrs. .CATHERINE JMA-
THER, in the 85th year of her age.
Nature gradually declined, and atlength.
sunk exhausted into the grave. Her
remains were interred at Worship-street,
by .the Rev. J. Evans, who improved
her decease the succeeding Sabbath, at
Leather-lane, from Psalm xc. 10.
‘Threughout a Jong life she was active
in discharging the duties of the Christian
religion, and felt its consolations at the
close of it. Resigned to the swill of her
Maker, she- with her characteristic
calmness and placidity yielded up her
sprrit to God who gave it. She hasleft
behind her five soms and #wwo daughters,
and it was her happiness to live to see'
them comfortably and réspeetably set-
tled in the world. They were al pre-
sent at the delivery of the funeral dis-
course, though some came from distant
parts of the kingdom. They will not
fail to cherish her virtues and revere her
memory. The memory of the just is

blessed.
E,

Islington.

February 1o. Died at Aulcester,
in  Warwickshire, Mrs. GREAVES,
late of Kingscoughton. She had been
lingering for these last twelve months
with an "incurable and painful -diseasz,
which she sumstained with exemplary
Christian fertitude; frequently intinat-
ing it was only a link of that mysterious
chain cof e¢vents which is held in the
hands of an. all~wise and bensvolont Godd.
She was a tender mother, and her greas-
est solicitude was the rromoétion of ail
her children’s happincss. Benevolenee
and sympathy towurds all in distress wa-
the most conspicuous trrig tn her mind.,
She.ever made it an habitual pidetice of
bestowing some rmall donation o every
object that -sclicited“at her door, and
when chided for this promiscuous rclict,
‘she would reply rhae if ¢ they do im-
pose upon me, it does not atter my mo-
tive and intention in the opinfon o444,
who Jlrwgecth the' imagination of the
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She was well canvinced she was rapid-
ly advancing to that state which the
hving
resigned all to- Hizm, who cannot but do
right. ~A few hours before her de-
parture, she felt the king of terrord near
at hand, and expressed herself ¢ she did
not think of leaving them guitc so soon™
but commanded them all in an energetic

know nothing of, but chearfully .

Intellicence.—Unitarian Fund.— Cheap Tract Sociely.

thoughts and searcheth the hearts of all. ™
tone, to “love and assist one another
through this preobationary and ever fluc-
tuating scene of things;’’ and immedi-
ately expired without a struggle.—May
her last injunction make a lasting im-
pression on all, and especially them
to whom it was given. ' T.G.
20, Quebec-street, Oxford-strect.
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UNITARIAN FUND.—It is our
intention to review in our next number
the several publications relating to the
Uxirarian Funp, aud to give a con-
cise view of the objects and proceedings
of this institution, with an answer to
objections. Meantime we take pleasure
in informing the numerous inquirers con-
cerning 1it, that its operations are by no
means languid, and that its funds are in
the highest degree prosperous. New
and interesting cases have come before
the Committee, wherein the assistance
of the Fund promuses the most signal
benefit to the cause of truth. A second
mission into Scotland is in contemplation.
Severdl] recent instances have occurred of
remarkable and edifying pecuniary liber-
ality towards this society  In the month
of October last, Mr. Aspland, the Se-
eyctary, went by invitation to Tenter-
den, in Kent, under the promise of an
effort being made to premote the
interests of the Fund, and the result was,
that the friends of truth in that place
collected no less a sum than jforty-five
guineas, in donations, angl life and an-
nual subscriptions, to the, society. In
the month of January alsa, In the present
year, the commitiee for managing the
concerns of the New Meeting, Birming-
ham, in which the Rev. Dr. Toulmin,
and the Rev. John Kentish, are joint
pastors, very, liberally resolved, that one
of those gentlemen should be requested
to preach a sermon, and make a public
collection in behalf of the Fund. This
service was performed by Dr. Toulmin,
and necarly #wventy pounds were raised,
and _have béen transmicted to the trea-
surer. Some life-subscribers have this
year presented donations, sqme of them
considerable; and one gentleman in the
country, who hasjust become acquainted
with the Institution, by means of this
Magazine, has commenced an amual

subscription of five guineds. We mention
these facts partiy to gratify our feelings,
partly to confer the fesble reward of our
Erai'sc upon such exemplary liherality,
ut principally to shew the frienidsof the
Unitarian doctrine, and particularly the
supporters of the society in question,
that the zeal manifested in the caunse of
Popular Preaching, on truly Christian
principles, has not been a’ mocmentary
ebullition of fervour, but is a steady
attachment founded on principle, which
is increasing, and will increase more and
more unto the perfect day. As the
subs.riptions for the currert year are
now due, the subscribers are requested to
forward them, as may be convenient, to
the Treasurer; subscribers in town waill
be waited on by Mr. Marsom, who at
the instance of the Treasurer, has kindly
undertaken the office of Collector. Sub-
scriptions and  commmunications are re-
ceived by John. Christie, Esq. ‘f'reasurer,
Mark Lune; the Rev. Robert Aspland,
Secretary, Hackney ; and by the mem-
bers of the Committee.—N.B. An in-
quuy sent to the M. Repository makes
it necessary to add, that the Second,
Third, and Fourth Reports of the Com-
mittee, are still on sale, and may be had
of Messrs. Longman and Co. Paternoster
Row,. and of Mr. B. Eaton, 187, High
Holborn; the two first at 6d. each, the
last at rs. o
PROPOSED CHEAP TRACT
SOCIETY ON PRINCIPLES OF
PURE MORALITY AND GENU-
INE CHRISTIANITY.—Since our last,
a considerable number of names of sub-
scribers, and of subscriptions, has been
transmitted to tl.@ Editor, to forward the
establishment of the above society. The
outline of the plan has been already
given; the plan itself must be matured
by the judgment of the subscribers. It
is not intended that this_ proposed insti-
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rution shall interfere. with the Unitarian
Book Societies 3 and therefore, it' will
probably be a part .of the plan, that
tracts, directly controversial, shall not
be adopted for distribution ; and that all
the tracts shall be sold at prices which
will suit the usual venders and purchasers
of the humblest articles of literature. It
remains to be determined by the sub-
scribers, at a general meeting, whether
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will probably be held in the course of
the ensuing month, all persons who have

iven in their names, being resident in

ondon or its vicinity, will be invited.
Rersons wishing to be summoned to this
meeting, who have not already notified
their wish, are requested to send in their
names and addresses without delay.
Communications are also invited from
persons friendly to the measure, who

subscriptions shall be considered as gra- may be unable from distance, or other -

tuities to enable the society to sell its

tracts at a low rate, or as purchase-
money intended to procure tracts equi-
valent to the amount of such subscrip-
tions. To the general meeting, which

causes, to attend the proposed meeting.
Address as before, the Editor of this
work, at the Printer’s; or the Rev.
Robert Aspland, Hackney.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE "('RI‘ISTEEAS OF THE MANCHESTER NEW
COLLEGE, REMOUVED TO YORK.

DNanchester, Dec 1, 1808.
In presenting their Annual Report to
the Public, the Trustees are persuaded
that the Subscribersat large will sympa-
thize with them in sentiments of the
deepest regret for the death of their late
excellent Visitor, the Rev. W. Wood ;
whose cheerful piety, amiable virtue,ex-
tensive learning, and unweariéd concerp
for the interests of this Institution, ren-
dered him peculiarly well qualified for
the office’ which he held in it, and gave
to the advice which he was at any time
called to offer, to the Trustees as to its
management, or to the Students with re-
gard to their conduct and 'behaviour, a
peculiar energy and weight. Those who
recollect the glow of animated benevo-
lence which lhighted up his countenance,
whenever he appeared as the advocite
of pure and undefiled Religion, and par-
t:cularly, when he addressed his admoni-
tions to the younf, or even simply ex-
presscd his solicitude for theirdmprove-
ment and welfare, will be best able to
appreciate the loss which ‘the Institution
has sustained. | B
~ The warmth of his attachment to its
intcrests further appears in a bequest of

boolks to the Library of the Institution ;.

which referring to a Schedunle no where
to be found, the Trustees have the satis-
faction of ackmowledging their ohliga-
tions to his Sons and Daughter for the
great liberality with which they have

expressed their readiness to fulfil the in-

tention of theit venerable Father, by pre-

senting to the Library whatever Books in

.Theology &c. may:
he

e thought likely to
uscful to the Institution., - |

The Friends of the Institution willhave
great satisfaction in observing the fa-
vourable state of its Funds. But lest the
large balance which appears in the Trea-
surer’s hand, should have the effect of
relaxing the exertions of its Frjends, it
will be proper that it should be attended
to, that many of the Subscriptions and
Benefactions which are found in the an-
nexed Statenient, belong in strictness to
the accounts of the former year, but did
not arrivé in time ¢to be included in the .
last Report; and thatof those a coanside-
rable number were given with a parti-
cular view to providing for a third Tu-
tor; that of the remaipnder, several were
contributéd with a view to the Establish-
ment of a Permanent Fund ; the interest
only of which shall be applied to the ob-
jects of the Institution, and that until
such Fund becomes capable of sustaining
this increased expense, the Trustees will
not think themselves authorised to en-
gage any Gentleman in that capacity.
To show, however, their earnest desire
to accomplish this desirable object as
speedily as possible, they have resolved
to appropriate towards the establishment
of such a Fund, all the Benefaciions
which have been received during the las:
two years, to which they have the satis-
faction to add the very liberal Benefac-
tion of 100l. from Samuecl Jones, Esq. of
Greenhill, near Manchester., An exams-

le which, they hope, will have many fol-

owers, - .
* ‘The Trustees have all along heen in

osscssion of a fixed property in Build-
ings and Land, part of which produces
the apgual sum of 141l, 155, and at the
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last Annual -Meeting of the Trustees, a
Committee was appointed for converting
the remaining part into two additional
Dwelling Houses, by which they had
hoped considerably to increase their in-
come. ‘The Committee, however, foun
that the object could not be accomplished
for the sum to which they were restric-
ted ; they therefore thought it advisable
to enter into a negociation for the sale of
the whole property, which i1s now on the
point of being completed. | |
The additions to the Funds of the In-
stitution, which have been made by Con-
gregational Collections, have also been
considerable, and this mode of providing
for its exigencies appears to the Trustees
particularly desirable; for though the
more opulent Members of our Body will
very probably choose to give the Institu-
tion the sanction of their names, and en-
title themselves by their personal sub- -
scriptions to take an active partin the
management of its concerns; yet the
state “of personal subscriptions must al-
ways be fluctuating, and without repeat= -
ed special applications will inevitably de-
cline. Congregations,on the other hand,.
have a continual existence; annual Set-
mons, delivered with an express view to
the support of our interest, have the ad-
vantage of directing the attention of all,
and especially of the young, to the prin-~
ciples of a Protestant Dissent; and an
opportunity is afforded to those who may
find it inconvenient to give a sum which
they would choose to appear in a“sub-
scription List, to make such smaller con-
tributions as may suit their respective
circumstances. On this account, the
Trustees are desirous to return their
thanks to those Ministers whe have
preached sermons. for- the bencfit of
this Institution, and earmestly to re-
quest that they will persevere imr their
exertions to procurca continuance of this
important aid. And they beg leave to
recommend a similar measure to the at-
tention of other Ministers aud Congrega-
tions throughout the Kingdon.
" The Trustees have the satisfaction to
‘state that they Rave been successful in
-rocuring the services of the Rev. Theo-
prilus Brown, M. A. late Fellow and
‘{ ..tor .of Perer Fouse, Cambridge, as
< acsical and Machematical Tutor in

¢i:” I~gtitution in the room of Mr. Kerr,
.. “t.+» number ¢f Divinity Studentsdu-
Fim s o Session was seven, Mr, William
‘3.0 . w1, whose course is now con-
PR IAR S +vo Hunter' and Mr. Madge,

oo o oY the Epeter fouudation,‘fin
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the fourth year; Mr. Astley, Mr. Smets.
hurst, and Mr. Robberds in the third;
and Mr. Dean in the second.

The number is the same during the
present Session, Mr. James Yates, (son
of the Rev. John Yates of Liverpool,)
from the University of Glasgow, having
entered (but not on the foundation) on
the fourth year of the course pursued’in
this Institution. Another young person
was expected, but his friends made a
change in their determination respecting
him: too- late to make arrangements for
S{lc admission of any one #in his room.,

"he number of Lay Students is six.
'The Trustees have the satisfaction to
annournce, that they expect to be able to

-admit eight Divinity Students on the

Foundation, during the eusuing Session.
But the expenses hereby incurred, toge-
ther with the salaries of the Tutors, and
the mnecessary incidental expenses, will
require a stated Income of at least 7ool.
It 1s therefore of great importance that

the exertions of the friends of the Ipsti-~

tution: should be continued in its favour.

‘The Trusteces have great pleasure in
reporting the high satisfaction expressed
by all those who have attended the An-
nual Examinations of the Students at
the ,close of each Session; and being

. convinced that it is of great importance

to afford every encouragement.to atten-
tior and diligence, they have resolved,
as a testimony of their approbation, and
an excitement to- further exertion,to give
annually three honorary prizes to the
three Students of the-first, second, and
third years, who shall be reported by the
'Tutors to have been most distinguished
for.diligence, proficiency, and propriety
of conduct. The first prize to be « medal
of the value of three guineas; the sc-
cond, books of the value of two guineas ;
the . third,- books.or. a. mathematical in-
strument of the value of one guinea. The
Students in the fourth and fifth years
will, it is presumed, need no other stimu-
lus to advancement in knowledge, reli-
gion and virtue, than what will be con-
tinually before them, in the contempla-
tion of the duties of the honourable and
important office to which they have de-
voted themselves.

The Trustees beg leawe to conclude
this Report hy announcing that the Rev.
William Turner of Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, 1s appointed Visitor; and chat Ot-
tiwell Wooed, Esq. having resigned the
Office of Lreasurer, the Trustees, (under
the” highest sense of obligation to, Mr.
W oed, for the services he hasrendered te
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thre Institution) have appointed Mr,
George William Wood to succeed him
in thatofhce. . .
Letters respecting the admission of
Students .may be addressed to George

William Wood, Esq. Manchester; to the .

Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, ¥ork; or to

- Statement of the Funds of the

|9 v4
the Rev. W. Turngr, _Ne,,wcasde«u. 11~
Tyne; by whom and by Me:srs. Jones,

- I.oyd & Co. Bankers, Lothbury, and Mr-

Kinder, ' No. r, Cheapside I.ondon, Sub- -
scriptions and Dopations are received.

: GEG. WM., WOOD,
. Treasuter.
College, Fune 30, 1808.

Loe 5. do
" Estimated value of the late Academical premises ~
-~ .in Manchester - . .. . . . 4070 o0 O
Amount of the Permanent Fund . « 24I I O
Balance in the Treasurer’s hands . . 530 9 9%
Subscriptions in A:rear . . . . . 46 4 o
_ Total . . L4817 14 9%
Benefaction from Rew. T. Lind:cy omitted by ‘
accident . . . . .

e

. 20 O ©O

£.4837 11 93

-~

ACCOUXT OF GLASGUW TIHEOLUEICAL LIBRARY.

Qn the I4th.. oféeptember, 1808, there

was instituted in the city of Glasgow, a

TUHEOLUGICAL LIBRAXY; the design of
whiclh will be seen in. the following
abstract of the regulations.

The preamble states, that < Religion
is.one of the most important and sublime
subjects which can occupy the- mind® of
man, and there is nome on which our
gudgment ought to be formed with
greater attention ; hence there is none
that should be more open to: liberal dis~
tussion. The wast variety of religious
opinions which prevail m the world,.and
the artful manper in which the subject
has in all ages been laid hold. of by de-
'signing men, are at once preofs eof.the
unportance, of the subject, and of the
necessity that every man should think
and judge on it for hiraself. To answer
this great end it is proposed to provide

a fund of rational religious inforyation,

by establishing A4 Theslogical Library in
the city

of it, and subject themselves to the fol-
lowing regulations.” .

Article rst. fizxes the. entry at 2s 6d.
and declares that it pever can oc raised
above 10s. and ghat no futurc subscribers

may have the power of making a mono-

- poly of the . institution, to the exclu-ion
of their poarer brethren, this article is

made unalterable, L

- Article 2nd.- provides for the perma-

nent. support of: the library by a quarterly

:onttibution..oﬁ xs. 6d. from cach mem-
er, :

of Glasgow, to be open to all
who may be inclived 1o take the benefit

Article 3+d. determines the application
of the funds, declaring that they shail
be priacipally applied in the purchase of
books calculated to disteminate rational

-religrous knowledge; but that part of

them may be applied.in the purchase of

‘books, of approved merit, on any other

subject. o

Articles g4th. and sth. vest the ma-
nagement in .a committee, consisting of
a president, six directors, treasurer, sce
cretary; and librarian ; and defines their
offices. - o

By Article 6th. there is to be four
general meetings - held annually: and
Article 8th. states the object of these
meetings, which is principally to receive
the report of the committee, and to vote
in* baoks agrecably to the state of the
funds. - -

Article 7th. states, that committee
meetings shall be held monthly; and
that ¢ a special meeting shall be held on
the Thursday previous to each general
mecting, when the treasurer shall lay a
state of his transactions before them for
the purpose of being audited and settled,
apd that the ballunce in his hands may be
ascertained. . Report thereon. to be laid
before the general meeting.. They wilk
also prepare, to be laid before the general
meeting, 3 Jlist. of such books as thy
would recommend for the use of the
library, &ec."” o

Article gthy ‘relates to the admission
of members, which is by paying tlLa
eptry-monay-to the treasurer, and pr~
gucing his receipt. at she. dibrary; tle
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erson so doing signs the r latmns,
gnd becomes a mcmggf a ordff;ly ‘

“Article roth. allows a transfer of right,
and the person to whom the transfer is
miade must sign the rcgulanous, and pay
Is,-in namte of entry."

By Article x1th. “ no member who is
in arrears is entitled to receive any books
from the library until all the arrears are

aid.”’
¥ Article 12th. provides for the perma-
nence of the society by an unilterable
law, declaring that « the society shail
never be dissolved, except with the
unanimous consent of the wholc mcm-

bers 7
Then follow seven rules for the hbra-

rian, the substancc of which is, that he

New Publzcatzozzs en I "ebruary.

fixed for keeping books

shall be responsible for thc books. That
cach subscnber shall. be entitled to -have
at oné time, one volun®e of folio, or .of

' quarto, or two volumes.of any one book

in octavo and under. "That books " in

' folio may be kept six weeks- at-a timeg

in quario, four weeks; in octavo  and
under, two weeks 3 and a smgle number
of a book, review, or magazine, four
days. A penalty of a halfpenny a day is
geyond the time

specxﬁed and. if any be lost or

mjured, provjsion .is made for' a.compen-
sation. A regular list is to he made of

‘every book lent out to the subscribers: -

and they are cnuﬂed to receive them in

‘the order of apphcanon

s

A COMPLETE LIST QOF

"x. Sebect List.

the late Rev. W, Wood, F. L. S. and
minister of the -Protestant Dissentin
Chapel, at Mill-hill, in Leeds. To
which are subjoined, an Address deliv-
cred at his interment, on Tuesday,
April 5, and a Sermon on occasion ‘of
his death, preached on Sunday, April

NEW PUBLICA
TIEOLOGY IN FEEBRUARY, | -
Daniel Veysie, B. D. . Rector of Plym- |

Memoirs of the Life and 'Writings of * tree, Devan \

TIONS ON ~IVI()IR.AI.S AND.
11809 ~

Izmo. Is. .
= . Sermons in Volumes.

Sermons on Interesting Subjects. . By e

the late Robert Cautts, Minister of Bre= -
hxn.v 83 ' Ty
- 3. Smgle S’er@on.r.

A Sermon preached in the Scetdt@ s

EpistopalLhapel; Dundee, on Sunday,

10, ° 1808 By ‘Charles Wellbeloved. Feb. 21, 1208.
8vo. 6s. ley, A. M 1s. 6d.

The. Christian Name. A Discourse
addressed to the Congregation assem- a Sermon preached in.Bishop Skinner’s
bling in Mill-hill €Chapel, Leeds, on Chapel, Aberdeen, October.. 30, 1308.
Sunﬁay, Octoﬁer 30, 1808 ; on accepr- at the
ing the Pastoral’.Office in that place. George Gleig;

By Thomas Jervis.” 1s. 6d. a' Bishoy
Two Discourses on theé Origin of Evil. Scotland. - By the same. xs. 6d. .
Founded on the History of Cain and A Sermon prcachcd at Lambeth Cha-
Abel, and on-the Reply ¢ of Jesus Christ, pel, at the Consecration of the Rt. Rev.
relative to the Man born- blmd By T. William Lqrt Mansell, D. D. Bishep of

DPrummond. 1s. 6d. - Bristol.

Two Sermonsy preached Jan. 1, 1809, A Sermon preached
at Hanover, Street Chapel, London. By Church of Stillorgan, on Supday, Oct.

Joseph Nightingale: Iq 6d.
Discourses'on the Genuinéness, Inte- of the btxllorgan Charitable Institution,

grity and Piublic Version of the New for promoting the Comforts of the Poor.

Testament: containing® the: prmcxpal"fo the
instances in which, in t )udgment of P:cbendary of Wrcklow, &e. xs. 6d.

Griesbach, - the: received” text, ;j $*ingof-
rect. By’ Lant Carpehtcr, *; L. ‘D 3 p{.o Bm rapb |
? ' of St. Neot, thc /oldcst bro-

3s. 6d. -
A Preservatlvc ag amst Uﬁ,i:an By the Rev. John
. D, Wl'ntak,er, D 8vo. x0s. 6d.

in a Letter ro Lant (% rpenter; L.

occasioned by his stcmxt%’é dehvcreé*at ano; s pf  William, Paley, D. D.
Bristol, before the*SbI:iét)Wof ‘Wman 9? Vieaciley:, Bzi}mpwcarmouth
Christians, astablished in the "West of To w}uchus el

England, entitled' “Errors 'respccung t*mmng some of his minor. Tracts, Lc&-
Unitarianism.. considered;”™ - &c. ™ By tef's, &c. " 8veo. gs. :

I L.D.-to the office.of

Thﬂ I.atfﬁ
m‘h ‘ther of - K.mg Alfrcgi.s

ied zanmAppcndlx, CON.

The Duties of the. prscopal Ofﬁcc?

By John Barlow Seale, - D:. D.
in the Parish -

Rev. Robert BPealtry, L.L.D..

By*‘ the Itth Hr HO!’S- ;

Censecratxon of ‘the. Right Rew. -

of’i the .. Episcopal Church of

' 30, 3808, and.published at the Request: -



New Publications.— Notices.

. 8. Controversy.
Hints to the Public and the Legisla-
¢ure, on the Nature and Effects of Evan-
gelical Préaching. By A. Barnster.
Part IM. 8vo. T
The Crkdibility of the Jewjsh Exodus
defended agmnst some Remarks of Edw.

bebon, Es - and the Edinburgh Re-
wiewers, ' the Rev W. Cockburn,
A. M. 8s.

Six Letteis, on the subject &f Dr.
Milner’s prlanatmn relatmg ta the Pro-
posal made in the last Sesexon Parlia-
ment for admitting the King’s V ¢to, in
the Election of Roman Cathohc Bishops.
Addressed to the Editor of the Morn-
ing Post, and first published in that
Paper. By A.B. ‘With an Appendix. 3s.

Strictuies on Dr. Milner’s Tour, and
on Mr. Clinch’s Inquiry ; with a new
Plan for obtaining Emancipation for the
Catholics of Ireland. . Humbly syb-
mitted to their Friends in Parliament.
A conciliatory ‘Tract. © By the Rev.
Edward Ryan, D.D. 2s. 6d.

A Rejomder to thé Rev. T, Hxll’
Brief Strictures on Mr. "
marks relative to ‘the Ofigin of Moral
Evil;>’ exhibiting the Passive-power
hyp othesm, in its” Application to the
Natfure ef Sin in Geheral and to the

Doctrine of Original Sm in particular.

By W. Bennet. 18 64"

"An Essay on the Equity of Divine
Government, and the Sovereignty of
Divine Grace;
tBe Latitudinarian Hypothesis of Inde-
tex‘mmate Redemption, and the Anti-
pomian Notion of the Diviti¢ Decreés
being the Rule of Ministerial’ bonduct,
are carcfully examinéd. By Edward
Wailliams, D. D. x0s. '

Londan Female Pemtent:dry.

A Defence of the L. F.P. in chl to

the Chirge of ‘“ Dangérous “T'éndency,”

brought against it by Mr W. Hale. By

W. Shrubsole. 1s. .
Proqututes :reclaimeéd ‘and Penitents
protected; in answer to spme upreason-

le objections made against the Ten~

dency and Principletof .he L. F. P. By
W. Blair, Esq.

The Remonstrant;
Mr. W. Hale, in re
to the Public, u on* the mjp
denay of the L. ¥ .

gg a L.etter to
ly to ‘his Address

Hoc}soxiz

o

" tural Phllosophy

Bennet’s * Re-

Rector of Langley, Kent.

“wherein  particularly

" ? tfde for the learnm

ious Tefi=
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lication, entitled * An: Address to the-
Public on the Dangerous Tendency of
the L. F, P." By Juvenis. Is. . |

The L. F.P. Defended; or a Reply
to Mr. Hale’s Pamphlet upon that Sub-
ject. By James Clarke. 1s. '

6. Miscellancous.

Famjliar  Discourses upon the Apos-

tles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the

Litany. By a Dignitary of the Church.
cr. 8vo. 6s.
An Address to the Parliament of

Great Brxtam,« on enlarging the Ac-
‘commodations in Parish thurchea. - By
the Rew. Luke Booker, L. L D. 8vo.

xs, 6d.
7. Ne'w Editions.

The Hol Bible, with various Read-
ings and Explanatory Notes. By the
Rev. John Hewlett. Pt.1.R. P. Platcs
9s. Demy, Plates 7s. and, without
Plates’ 55. '

A Survey of the. Wisdom of Gad ia
the Creation; or a €ompendium of Na-
By the late Rev.
John Wesiey. § vols. xamo.. 1L - -
. An Introduetmn to the Study of Mo-
ral Evidence; or of that species of Rea-
soninig, which relates to Matters of Fact
and Practice. Wu:h an Appendix, on
debating for Victory and not for T ruth
By James Edward Gambier, M. A.
Second Edi-
12ma. 4s. od. -

RoTICES,

A portrait of the Rev. THOMAS
BELSHAM has been taken, (by Mr.
Howard, a respectable aitist) under the
dxrcct'mn of the Socjety for publishing
the « Improved Version off the New

tamgent,” as at stimpn . Of their gra-

i angi labour gdxs-
\played by him in cdxtmg thig impertant
work. . From the above portrait. it has
been! dctcrrqmcd to have ap engraving
by Schiavonetti, 15 inches by 2. The
price to subscribers will be, proofs 1l xs.
and common im oressions, 10s. 6d. The
ravmg willbe finished and ready for
delivery, - m thc“'f kpurse of the. ensu-
ing. $pring.” The first applicants will
have the q,arl}cst;&amgrcsuons. Subscrip-
tions are received by the Rev. Jere.
J“‘ﬁ% .Highgate.
b i &,Kx \

tion cn}al ged.

ition, of W,gn'rom s
21381 PorTRY isina

Letter to W alq‘, - ypon, hi g;p.tc, 8t. A9 :W@mncgﬁc The . edi-
Remarks -on the ge.t;(;‘s‘ 8 ‘Tén{gn;&' t,or 8.p ap %not only to revise both text
of the L.F.P. vier, D,D. . and notes, and free the.extxacts from the

Clsory Reihchd 8on-a rccsntubs

charge of inaccuracy, to which they
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have hitherto been subjected, but also
to supply 2 continuatién in furthéfance
of Mr. Warton’s -plan. The very
pilous annotations on Warton’s History,
by the late learned antiquary, the Rev.

CO--

Correspondence. -

rious -MS. observations left by -that
acufe critic Mr. Ritson, are in the hands
of the present editor, and so far as the
purposes of cerrection and illustration
can be served, will be

_ appended to notes
George Ashby, together with the va- of Mr. Warton. *
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CORRESPONDENCE.

e

Wecanmot help congratulating cur readers upon the increasing sale of .our
magazine. A very considerable addition to -the monthly sale was made the last
month. It iIs matter of regret that some of the numbers of the first and second
volumes, are out of print, or nearly so; but it is our intention to rep.int them, as
we find it convenient, when the price of paper shall have sunk to its ordinary
level. | | | _ | .

"The foHowing communications are intended for insertion:—Chariclo’s ¢¢ Chris-
tian DPolytheism further defended, in reply to J. H.”—E. T.'® 'To Chariclo,” =
«« New Publications recommended,” by Marcus.—* A Constant Reader,” on the
Spirit of Theological Controversy.——B. on the Causes of 'the Decay of Presbyterian
Congregations.—M. W. on the Improved Version. L .

.The following are under consideration:—Mr. Marshall on the Pursuit of
Truth.—Defence of Dr. Watts’s Psalms and Hymns, by Antidote.—*“ A Noucon.
ofthe O!d School,”* on the Numerousness of Congregations.—Ietter to a Student
for the Ministry.—A Constant Reader’s question to Mr. Allchin.—Juvenis’s In-
quiry cencerning the Arian Hypothesis.—* The Christian” on Mr. Belsham’s and
‘Mr. Marsom’s Interpretation of 2 Cor. viii 9g.—Absalom Philips’s comparisen, of
the Christian with the Jewish Religion in point of Ceremonies. j o

The following are inadmissible .—U. X. on *the 'Churchman’s Contro-
versy.—Zetetes in Reply ta Stevesus— ¢ A plain Man’s” verses, his poetry
not being so good as his divinity.— On the Observance of Fast Days by Dis-
senters,” which came top late to be inserted before the Fast-Day, and is too lgug
to be inteyesting after it. ,' o e T

«“ A Recent Discoverer,” is informed that the Second, Third, and Fourth Re_pé%rts
of the Unitarian Fund are not out of print, but may be had at Messrs. Longman's,
or Mr. David Eaton’s, 187, High Holborn. The First Report was never pub-
lished.” ‘The editor is not able to answer his inquiry, In what other places of
worship in England, besides Essex-street,"London, an Unitarian Liturgy is uséd?
But hé hfre stutes.it, that corrbipendents may if they please give the required
information. - S L ' ' 2

We canpot sce the incansistency whitch Mr. 1.awn endeavours to poinat out, in
Mr. Belshani’s”Letters to Mr. (now Dr.) Smith. i |

In our next will appetar a Review of the following articles i—Publications of the
Unitaridn Fund.~—Improved Version——Life of Paley.—Wellbeloved’s Memoirs of
Wood. o A L

/.
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ERRATA IN THE LAST NUMBER.

1%, 1. 13 from thgi')bottdm; for Srutter, read Hutter.
43, 1. 2 from the botvem, for Bil'es, read Bicl’s. |
44, ). 20 from thé€tpp,. for Ps. xvii. read Py gevit.. -7 o
do. 1. & fidin-thehéttot, for alike wignify < baving & Wilne tmmission ;» read
| apedBkPYo b intlpprited bydfubn i. 9. Vi X4, . o,

51, 1. o from thie bottom, For in|fbe Praisy, Yead n e prafse.

52, 1. x¢ from the top, for il[z:e‘.f;'. “Thaugh, read ilhizss, thauyh. ‘
§2,. 1. 23 Tibin the bottomi, for aitline offcharacter, read okfline of Ler character
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