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MEMOIR OF THE REV. WILLIAM PALEY, D. D,

E have in our last humber
given some account of the
life of Dr. Paley by Mr. G. W,
Mecadley, which, notwithstanding
the discouragement that he had to
encounter, by persons who ought to
have -becn forward in aiding him
in so good a design, we have pro-
nounced an excellent work. We
shall now, according to our pro-
mis¢, lay before the reader, a
brief account of the principal in-
cidents which occurred in the life
of this great man; for this we
shall be chiefly indebted to Mr.
Mecadley’s volume, hoping that
the sclection that will be given in
this publication, may induce a
more general attention to the vo-
Tume itself:

WiLriaMm PaALEY was born at
Peterborough, probably in July
1743, as his baptism is registered in
the cathedral of that city, August
36th of the same year. His fa-
ther being a schoolmasier he grew
up and was educated under his
eye, and obtained the esteem and
aftection of his school-fellows by
the liveliness of his disposition
and the goodness. of his heart,

He frequently amused his young

friepds by mimicking quack-doc-
tors in vending their medicines;
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and having been at the assizes at
Lancaster, he was so much taken
with the proceedings in the crimi-
nal court, that on. his return to
school, he used to delight in pre-
siding over other boys brought up
before him as prisaners for trial;
and from this period he paid a
marked attention to the practice
of courts of justice and to cri-
minal law. When he had com-
pleted his fiftcenth year he was
admitted a sizar of Christ’s col-
lege, Cambridge, but did not be-
come a resident there till the
latter end of the year 1759, when
being already very conversant
with mathematical subjccts, he
was excused from attending the
lectures on algebra and geo-
metry ; but he applied himself
most assiduously to the other stu-
dies required by the university.
On his first arrival from the coun-
try, the uncouthness of his dress
and manncrs excited the merri-
ment of his fellow collegians, but
the superiority of his genius and
the solidity of his attainments
challenged thcir admiration and
esteem. |

In the year 1762, he was called
on te fix upon two questions to
discuss and defend publicly: he
A
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chose ope agamst ‘¢ capifal pu-.
nishments,” ‘thé ° other [against.

»

¢¢ the eternity of hell torments.
'The superiority of his talents gave

instant alarm among .the heads of

the university, who supposed that
the youthful wrangler would not
fail in the dispute to shake the
pillars of orthodoxy: . they en-
joined him instantly to rehnqmsh

at least, the last qllLSUOlii Mr.
Faley acquamtcd Mr. Watson the
moderator, with the order, who
felt mdlgnant at this unjust inter-
ference, In a matter that he con-
ceived belonged to him only:
¢¢ Are you sir,”” said he, “¢ inde-
pendent of your college? if you
are, these Shdﬂ be the questions
for your act.” Mr. Paley
not to give offence. ¢ Veéry well,”
replied the moderator, ¢ the best
way then to satisfy the scruples of
these gentlemen, will be for you to
‘defend. ¢ the eternity of hell tor-
ments:*> ?> which, changing his
thesis to the aﬁ‘hmmtwe, he actu-
ally did. ‘This might be prudent e
advice, and might conciliate those
whose good will it was desirable
he should possess; yet on a mind
less firm than that of Mr. Paley,
the justification of sentiments
which are dcemed false cannot
but have an injurious tendency.

He kept this act with upcommon
credit, and in this, and every suc-
ceeding instance, he more than
answered the expectations formed.
of him, and carried away gcne-
rally the highest prizes. When
he had taken his batchelors de-
gree, *he engaged as second assist-
"ant at a large school at Green-
wich, and his department was
1eachmg the Latin language.
- Here he scems tothave been chear-
ful and happy, declaring he had
but one object of ambition, which

wished
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would- be completely .gratified
could he be the principal, instead
of the subordinate, assistant. His
leisure hours wcre frequently oc.

cuapied in rambling about the me-

tropelis, where a variety of new
and 1nteresting objects engaged
his notice, and gave full scope to
his active mind. He was also
much attached to theatrical ex-
hibitions; but his chief amuse-
ment while in the ncighbourhood
of London scemed to arise from
attending the different courts of
justice, and the Old Bailey in
particular, where from his frez
quent attendance and great sa-
gacity, he acquired a clear and
accurate knowledge of the crimi-
nal law. In 1765, he beccame
candidate for one of the prizes
given annually by the represcnta-
tives of the University to senior
batchelors: the subject proposed
was “a comparison between the
stoic and epicurean philosophy,
with respect to the influence of
each on the morals of the people.”
Mr. Paley took the epicurcan side,
and in his favour the first prize
was adjudged.

At a proper age, he was ordain.
ed deacon, and cngaocd himself
as curate to Dr. Hinchcliffe, who
was afterwards bishop of Peter.
borough, but who was at that
time vicar of Grecénwich. In
1766, he was elected fellow on
the foundation of Christ’s college,
took his degree of ‘master of arts,
and engaged in the business of
private “tuition. He afterwards
undertook a part of the public
tuition of bis college, and on the
21st of December 1767, was or-
dained a priest by bishop Terrick.
~ As a public lecturer, Mr. Pa-
ley was associated with his parti-
_cular friend Mr,' Law, now bishop
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of Elphin. Mr. Paley gave lec-
turess on metaphysics, morals
and the Greek Testament, and,

after he had been tutor some years, -

on divinity : Mr, Law on mathe-
matics and natural philosophy.
Mr. Paley was an able and very
popular lecturer, adapting himscly
to the understanding of his pupils,
and elucidating the most abstruse
points by a frequent and happy
refcrence to the images of com-
“mon life. His delivery was fla.
ent; his language strong and per-
spicuous; his similitudes and 1l-
lustrations were apt and familiar,
and his general manner was also
strikingly impressive. He endea-
voured always to excite the doubts
and solicitude of his pupils, well
knowing that it was more difhcult
to make young minds perceive the
difficulty than mnderstand the sa-
lution, and that unless some c¢u.
riosity were raised before he at.
tempted to satisfy it, his labour
would be lost. -He-usuvally ¢com-
menced: his lecture by questioning
one of his pupals-on some point in
that of the preceding day, thag
he migbht have an opportunity of
remaving - any - misapprehension
of what he had already incutcat-
ed, and to fix the whole more
firmiy on their minds. His-lec<
tures on Locke were delivered to
his pupils in' their first year;
those on morals in their second
and third years; and his lectures
on the Greek Testament were
¢n cvery Sunday and Wednesday
cveming, which were attended by
all the under graduates, who in
turn read and translated as many
verses as the lecturer thought fit.
He thén gave the géneral semse of
the whole, pointed out those pas-
sages which deserved peculiar at-
tention, and explaining scripture

Ziva .
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by scriptute, | accompanied: the
whole with suitablé moral exhora
tations. He aveided disputed
points, treated - the " thirty-nine
articles, as mere articles of peace,
and. frequéntly urged his pupils to
listen to the dictates of God, and
not to those of men, and to call
no one master in religion, but
Jesus Christ. e
In the controversy on the pro-
priety .of ‘requiring a subscription
to articles of . faith, Mr. Paley,
thoaugh attached te the réforming
party, did mnot sign the  clerieal
petition. for relief . whi¢h was ‘pre.-
sented to the House:of . Conmimors
in 1772, alledging, itsis said jo.
cularly, as an apology, that ¢ he
could not afford to keep a cona
science.’> " No one can ‘suppese
Mr. Paley meant by this:phrase,
that he acted comtrary to:his cans
science, hut that he did not feek
sufficiently. the tmportance of the
meéasure tomake. any sacrifice for
it. He had been in the habit. of
explaining . the; articles -in . & lax
seuse, he felt no aineasiness at hav.
ing subscribed, -and did net think
himself called idn for a more -exs
plitit-line: of cornduct. : We may
deplorg the circymstance and la-
ment. that such a'man as Mr. Pa.
ley had not' felt differently, yet
we . cannot attach to him any
blame; ‘he is not: to be accused
of any: dereliction-:of pyinciple
or want of .integrity. Mr. Paley
was not however a silent spectas
tor-in .the controversy: dmomng
others who asserted their'claims
to relief was the lateivenerable

and exccllent. bishop .ofi)Carlisley, #

who: published without :his - ndma
a pamphlet, ' ‘entitled . “¢ Conside-
rations on the prdfriety of requit-
ing a subscriptios: to articles of
faith.”>”  ‘Fhis - was ‘answered by
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.Dr. Randolph, and Mr. Paley is

understood to have been -the au.
thor of a ¢ Defence of the Con-
siderations,”” which was. the first
argumentative essay which he
gave to the public, and 1s thought
to be worthy ot his great talents.
Mr. Meadley has given it.at length
in an appendix to the memoirs.
Mr. Paley was a decided friend
to the several improvements in
academical discipline, which were
proposed from time to time by
Mr. Jebb, but which though ably
supported by the bishop of. Car-
lisle, Dr. Plumptre, Dr. Waring,
Dr. Watson and Mr. Law, were
‘ultimately rejected. Inthe spring
of 1775, the bishop of Carlisle

presented him with the small live

ing of Musgrove, in Westmore-

land ; ‘and in the following year,

Mr. Paley .subjoined to a new
edition .of Dr. Law’s ‘¢ Reflections
on. the Life and Character of
€Chnst,” ¢ Observations ‘on ' the
Character :- and - Example of
Christ,”. and an.appendix- “ On
the Madrality of the Geospel.” On
the sixth of June in, the same year
he married - Miss Hewity .and in a
few days after, retired to.the: dio-
cese . of Carhsle, leaving ‘behind
him among his friends and pupils,
the wellaearned sentiments of cs.
tecm and regret.. In December,
his excellent friend and patron
presented him with another living,

worth about ninety pounds a year ;
and in a few months after he re-
signed the livingof M uggrove, and

was inducted to  the more valuable

vicarage of Appleby, estimated at
«  about 2001l. per annum. While
- at this place he published a small
volume, selected from the hook
of Cominon Prdyer, and the writ-
ings of some eminent divines, ena

titled “ The Clergyman’s Compa.
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nion in visiting the Sick.” Thig
work has been much used by the
clerg gy and has passed thrOUgh
nine or ten editions, and, when
considered as ongm‘ttmc in Mr.,
Palcy’s personal attention to the
wants of his own congregation,
it afferds striking evidence of his

. great assiduity as a parochial mi-

nister. In the year 1780, he was
made prebend ofthe cathedral of
Carlisle, worth 400l. per annum.
and thus became the coadjutor of
his friend Mr. Law in the chap.
ter; and being afterwards ap.
pointed archdeacon of Carlisle,
he resigned his living at A pleby,
and went " with hlS frxend now
promoted to an Irish bxsbopnc,
to Dublin, wherec he predched the
scrmon at his  consecration.
About this period he began to
prepare, at the desire of his friend,
bishop Law, his work cntitled
““ The Prmcxples of Moral -and
Political Philesophy,” which he
had long been impartuned to un-
dertake, but which till now he
declmed on account of the risk of
publishing a work that might not
sell. When the manuscript was
ready, he: offered it to the pub-
lisher foi 300l.. who refused a
higher price than 2501, :but upon
the offer of 1000l. from another
bookseller, Mr. Iaulder, the
first person applied .to,. acceded
to the new proposal, of 1000L.
instead of 300l. which he had a
few days before thought an extra-
vagant price.

In this work, our author’s theo.
ry is founded on ecxpediency.
‘¢ Yirtue is the doing good. to
mankind, in obedience to the w ill
of God, and for the sake of ever-
lasting ha.ppmess." The good of
mapkind is the subjyect; the will
of God the rule; and everlasting
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happiness the motive of human
virtue.  The tendency of any - ac-
tion to promote or diminigsh the
general bappiness, is the fairest
criterion for ascertaining the will
of God by the light of nature,
because he wills the happiness of
his creatures: -and those actions
are acreeable to him, or the con-
trary, which promote or frustrate
that effect. Attions” in the ab-
stract then, are right or wrong
according to their tendency.
Whatever is expedient 1s right.
It is the utility of any moral rule
alone that constitutes the obliga-
tion of it. The expediency of
any action must be estimated by
general rules, and .In reference to
all its remote and collateral con-

sequences, as well as those which

are immediate and direct. ' Ri:ght
and obligatton arc reciprocal; for,
whenever there is a right in one
person ‘there must be a corres-
ponding obligation. upon others.
Now because moral _obligation
depends on the will of God, right,
which is coarrelative to it, must
depend upon the same. Right
therefore sighifies consistency with
the will of God.: '
.:Such.is the outline of the theo-
ry maintained: hy Paley as-a moral
philosopher,; which is objected to
by many whe have written upon
the subject. expressly in answer
to him. - It is not our business to
decidé between the disputants;
but to give a simple relation of
facts. I'o his. reasoning on the
subject of smbscription to articles
of faith, there are .decided ob-
Jections: his intentions might be
honorable, and he might hope to
¢nlarge the pale of conformity to
~liberal and conscientious men, but
the conduct of his argument can-
net but be highly detrimental to

l/‘
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ingenuous. and 'enquiring young
meny who at no time should be
taught to scek subteirfuges to pre-

vent -them following the convic-
tions of their own minds.

In 1785, Mr. Paley succeeded
Dr. Burn, the author of the
¢¢ Justice of Peace” and ¢¢ Ec-
clestastical Law,”’ as chancellor
of the diocese of Carlisle. On the
dcath of his friend and generous
patron, the venerable bishop, in
1787, Mr. Paley drew up a short
account of his life, which was
published in Hutchinson’s history
of Cumberland, and in the Ency-
clopedia Brittanica, and has since
been reprinted with notes, by a
gentleman - distinguished by his
great integrity in resigning valua-
ble preferment, rather than con-
tinue in a church to the princi-
ples of which  he could not con-
form.. Mr. Paley was an avowed
advocate for the: abolition of the
slave trade; took corsiderable
interest in the discussions which
were cdrried on at ' this period;
and wrote a shert treatise -entitled
‘¢ Arguments against -the unjust
pretensions of Slave-dealers and
holders, &c.’’ of which the sub-
stance 'was circulated by the com-
mittee. ' In the year 1789, he was
offered the mastership. of - Jesus
college, which from. motives not
now known he declined, . though
no man perhaps, was better fitted
to fill'so important an office,”"
*Mr. Paley published in the year
1790, his work entitled *¢ Horze
Paulina, or the truth of the scrip+
ture history.of St. Paul evinced,
by a comparisnn of the epistlé'é’i’"
which bear '-his name, with the
Acts of the Apostles and  with
onec another.” "In this excellent
volume he shews, by a comparison
of several indirect allusions and
5



references in the
Epistles, that independently of

all collateral testimony, their un. p

designed coincidence affords the
strongest proof of their genuine-
ness, and of the reality of the
transactions to which they relate.

In the year 1794, he publish-
ed ‘¢ A view of the Evidences of
Christianity,’”> in three volumes
12mo. which he republished in a
few months in two voulumes, 8vo.
and which is unquestionably one
~ of the ablest defences of Christi-
anity that has ever appeared ; and
it has been as popular as it is
really excellent. This work, it is
supposed, obtained for him the
prebend of Pancras, in the cathe-
dral of St. Pauls, presented by
Dr. Porteus, bishop of London;
and the sub-deanery of Linceln,

worth about 700l. per annum,

conferred on him by Dr. Prettya
‘man, bishop of that diocese. As
soon as he was installed in the
-cathedral church of Lincoln, he
went to Cambridge to take his
degree of D.D. and before he
left the University, he was suvr-
priged by a letter from Dr. Bar-
rington, bishop of Durham, offer-
ing bim, in the handsomest man-
ner, the valuable rectory.of Bishop
Wearmouth, estimated at 1200].
a year. )
1796, and from that time Dr.
Paley resided alternately at Bish.
op Wearmouth and Lincoln,; but
he did not live many years in the
enjoyment of affluence. He was
in ;1800 attacked. by a violent
wephralgic. complaint, which ob-
liged him to forego the active dis-
charge of bhis professional duties,
and he employed himsclf in his
last admirable work, entitled
“ Natural Theology ;" but the
. completion of thate great under-

This was in the year
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taking was frequently interrupted
by severe accessions of a very
ainful disorder, which in the end
proved fatal.. ¢ When it is. con.
sidered,?’ says a person who wit.
nessed his patience and fortitude
on these trying occasions, *¢ that
the twenty.sixth chapter of his
work was written under these cir-
cumstances, what he has said of
the alleviations. of paln acquires
additional weight. 1t1s not a phi-
losopher in the full enjoyment of
health, who talks lightly of an
evil which he may suppose at a
distance. When Dr. Paley speaks
of the power which pain has of
“shedding a satisfaction eover -
tervals of ease, which few enjoy-
ment cxceed,” and assures us
¢ that a man resting from severe
pain, is, for the. time, 1n posses.
sien of feelings which undisturbed
bealth cannot impart,” the senti.
ments flowed frem his own feel.
ings. He was himself that man,
and it is. consolatory, - amidst the
numerous discases to which the
human frame is liable, to find how
compatible they afe with a certain
degree of enjeymernt.” . . .
In the year 1802, this: work
was published, the object of which
was to. point out the evidences
of the existence and attributes of
the Deity from the appearances of
nature. It was dedicated to his
last patron the. bishop of Dur-
ham, at whose suggestion it was
undertaken, and in order that he
might repair in his study, his
unavoidable deficiencies -in the
church, and make up his works
into a comprehensive system of
religion and morality. Analyses
of this work and of that on the
Evidences of Christianity - were
published by the Rev. J. Joyce;
and an analysis of the Moral and
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Political Phllosophy by Mr. Le
Grice. ¢¢ As far as these,”’ says
Mr. Meadley, ¢¢ which are faith-
fully executed, contribute to the
information of those persons only,
who have not leisure to peruse the
originals, or who having perused
them, wish to refer ocdasmnally
to their substance,
connccted illustrations, they are
‘of unquestionable wutility. The

only fear is, lest they should ever

lead to a neglect of the originals,
or encourage habits of superficial
reading.”

Dr. Paley’s end was now ra-
pidly approaching, but he had
the satisfaction of witnessing the

cxtensive circulation and popu- .

larity of his writings among his
contemporaries. He kept his an-
nual residence at Lincoln in 1805,
and rcturned to Bishop Wear-
mouth about the beginning of
May ; soon after his arrival he
experienced a most violent attack,
in which the usual remedies were
found to be incffectual, and he
soon sunk under the accumulated
inﬂuence of debility and disease.
¢ Perhaps no man’’ says his bio-
grapher, ‘“ever preserved greater
sclf-possession and composure,
during the concluding scene. The
evening of his life was clouded
with no unpleasmg recollections,
no vain anxxeues no fond regrets:
he had enjoy ed the blessings of
this world w1th satisfaction; and
he relied for future happiness on
the promises of that divine reve-
lation, the-truth of which he had
so strenuously laboured to evince.
He consequently met the ap-
proach."of death with firmness,
-comforted his afflicted family with

-May .

without the

others.

‘virtues which dazzle only
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the consolations of religion, and
late on the evening of Saturday,
25th, 1805, " he tranquilly
breathed his last. s

We have thus given an outline
of the life and labours of Dr.
Paley, without going into minu.
ti®; nor have we thought it ne.
cessary to particularize all his
smaller works, chusing rather to
refer our readers to Mr. Meadley’s
Memoirs: from that work we shall
take the character drawn by the
author, 1n preference to what he
has recorded of the opinions of
others, from whom, in the course
of his enquirics, he recexved h-
beral communications.

¢ The character of” Dr. Paley
can never be justly estimated from
his public exertions alone; for
he "appeared at all times, with
still greater advantage in the in-
tercourse of pnvate life. He
was a good husband, an af.
fectionate father, an indulgent
master and a faithful friend.
He was ready on all occasions to
promote the general interests of
socicty, or to accommodate his
more immediate neighbours with
any civilities or kind “offices in his
power. Though economical from
principle as well as habit, he was
liberal and even generous. in all
his pecuniary transactions with
He was invariably more
highly esteemcd and beloved, in
proportion as he was better known,
for he had none of those ¢ seeming
at s
distance, but which shrink from
more accurate examination; he
acted on no false pretences, and
assumcd no disguise.”
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Wr. Say to Mrs. Say. -Letter I.

[Mr. Say married Miss Sarah Hamby
en- condition that she should not leave
her uncle Nat. Carter of Yarmouth,
(whose house she kept) as long as he
lived. Mr. Say being minister of Low-
cstoft, used generally to walk from Yar-
mouth thither every Thursday and stay
till the Monday following. T'o this cir-
cumstance, the following letter written
by Mr. Say, at Lowestoft, to Mrs. Say,
at Yarmouth, refers; it was indited
about a year after marriage. S.S.T.]

L—m——ft, Tbursday Evening.
My Dearest,

My walk had been very pleasant this
evening if 1.had not left y°. with a re-
grett which hung about me a good part
of the way ; and happening after I came
home upon the account wek, Qvid giyes
of the last parting of his wife and him-
self when he was suddenly forced away
from her inte perpetual Exile, the
manner in weh, ye, took y*. lcave of me,
a few hours before, made me so sensible
of the tenderness and anxicty of a faith-
ful and affectionate wife upon so sad an
occasian, that 1 could not forhear min-
gling my tears with those of my author.

But shall I beg my dearest not to in-
dulge so immoderate an affection, and

such a profusion of grief upon occasions

web, do not deserve it. - Send me home
rather to my studies and peculiar charge,
shall 1 say, as a Heathen Andromache
arm'd and inspired her Hector to the
battle? or as a wife instructed by nobler
and diviner principles should animate her
husband to tread the path to true victue
and glory; und as onc that is willing to
enjoy himi long with her on’earth, by
giving him up at the proper seasons, to
his God and his duties, and yect more to en-
joy him for ever in heaven, and to share
with him the fruit of those labours and
that fidelity in the discharge of the ser-
viceallottedto him, to weh. she has been
rcadie to encourage and dismiss him, at
the cxpence of her own private and great-
est satisfactions ¢ ‘The time I mean may
come, when we'shall be eontinued the
longer together in a more uninterrupted
and endearing society in this world, a
society ¢ndcared the more by the present
frequent but short separations. "But if

effects of all

Ato.'

' not, we are sure we cannot exercise the

least act of self-denyal for any good and
valuable purposesin the view of pleas.
ing amd serving God and his Christ,
without a compensation worthy of Gad
and of Christ to give us.- Cease there.
forc my dearest to hang about me, te
melt down my best and firmest resolu-
tions, to soften me into woman, and fill
me with uneasie and painful reflections
upon the manner in we® my dearest bears
the hour of parting or the days of ab.-
sence. i
Thine sincerely and affection!y.
S, SAY.

The same to the same.- Letter II.
L ft, Fuly 2518 1720,
. My Dearest,
¥#x¥* About one [this morning,] |
was waked by some noises wek threw me
into a philosophical speculation about the
reat revolutions in the
state of the weather, into which I ima-

“gined I might resolve many accounts of

haunted houses and diabolical neises.
Every one obscrves the sounds wek pro-
cecd from several houshold- utensils of
brass and iron as they pass from the ex-
treams of heat and cold, the ‘crackling
of grates and the ringing of warming
pans. I have lately heard so great a
bounce from a coal cradle heated to ex-
tremity after many yecars -of disuse, as
surprized the whole circle round it. The
toad web bursted w» such a noise in the
story of witchcraft relating to the same
hour, could net have broke with a loud-
er explosion. This would have been im-
puted to extrdordinary bursts of some
chesnuts, w<h not long hefore they had
been roasiing under the fire, had it not
béen repeated several times upon the
like extremity of heat, but wt you will
say isallthis to the effects of the change
of weather; this is what I am coming
1 say that the violent and cxtream
contraction or distention of plank or
timber, and especially any large com-
pages of plank, or contignation of tim-
ber by extremity of heat or/drought,
succeeding extremity of cold and mpis-
turc, after it has overcome the resistance
it met with in the beginmng of its con-
tractions and distentions is sufficient to
produce sounds in wainscot and shakes
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in Buildings, and loud bounces in joysts,
and sudden heavings or liftings in floors,
such as have so lately astonished our
next neighbours, and disturbed the Fa-

mily that sent to me to exorcise the evil

spirit y' knocked against y* partition of
tgcir xyoomcs, and gr:xis’c,l their beds and
their chairs under them, and threatened
to throw down the table before them;
especially considering that both those
are old and comsequently well-timbered
houses. For the rest, it is not to be
wondered at if when once the imagina-
tion is prepared by effects that appear
snper-natural, fear and surprize will be
seadie not only to aggravate what is real
but to create a great many other additi-
onal circumstances, and especially when
it is hightened by the .circomstances of
preceeding wickedness, solemn impre-
cations and wishes and invitation of the
presence of evil spirits, or where the
observation of the géod effects, of such
unusuzl appearances upon the mind of
one wicked peérson may tempt the rest
to help forward the delusion, if at least

1t can be supposed that persons.equally

terrified and cqually full of the appre-
hension of a super-natural agency can
be impious enough to jain as they wma-
gine with the devil in carrying on a
pious fraud.—Heowever no wise man will
loock into another world for effects web
may be produced by mnatural causes,
tho’ he 1s not able to assign the true
and particular cause of every effect.—In
such amusements as these, 1 1
4. and then falling into a little slumber,
Y was seized by the usnal consgquence of
longwatching and indigestion, the night-
mare, thercsult of weak and exhausted
spirits.~After a difficnlt recovery from
wek 1 got up and resolved to write this
history of my quight to the only persen
in the world to whom it will not appear
impertinent, and . who will be pleased
to converse with the man she loves,
upon what sulijject soever the conversa<
tion turns. This ig a secret only known
to lovers, that it is not the matter of the
conference but: the -society webk gives
them delight. 'While I write to you, 1
am presént with you; and when y° read
this, yo will séem td enjoy me as present
and talking to you. Thus ye see I give
y° as mpch of my company as 1 can,
and when absent, am as little absent
as the distance of place will allow.
Farewell, and sometimes beclicve we

. may be nearest when most asunder.
) 5. SAY.

VOL‘ X V.
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No. XI.

M. Say’s Call to the Chursch at Norwick.
. - - X7x2. -
Reverd, Sr, . ' .
You are not unacquainted w'* that
variety of trials we of this church have
been exercis’d with for some years to-
gether, nor ignorant of the springs and
occasions of them; and how graciously
and remarkably our God appear’d for
us at last is obvious to almost every bo-
dy and much more to you who so well
know the worth and valune of that minis-
try we now sit under.

"To compleat and establish our present
happy settlem®. it is necessary y! an
agreeable assistant to our revert pastor
be immedjately ided, and after seck-
ing God to direct us in our choice, we
have unanimously fix’d upon you s* for
that service, and heartily pray you to
accept our call, and since yor gifts and
abilitys . are so suited as to please and
edific us, we must press yo' compliance
w'bk an uneseal importunity. |
Surely anargum'. drawn from 2 great-
y® interest of our
Lord Jesus here than where you are,
should effectually incline you to it 3 how-
cver you may assure yo* sclf, by fervent
and frequent addresses to y* God and
Father of our Lord Jesns Christ. We
shall endeavour to procure the irresisti-
ble influences of eternal spirit to

ey . persuade you to that which to us doth so
ay till about

manifestly appeartobeconducing teGod’s
glory, and yo'. and our comfort. We
beg yor. answeras soon as the naturcand
importance of the thing will allow; and
shall only add y* you will find it very
difficult to make us take a denial, and
we hope for you to give one.
Signed in the name and by the a‘p‘-
pointmt of the whole Church.
TIM+* COPPING
JOHN DAWSON
WNorwich, WILLIAM IRELAND,
August 29, 17X3. ’

ey

No. XI1I. \

Leteer from the Rev. T. Scott to Myr. Say.

Sr,— Norwich, Sep. 17, 1712,

I, and y< brethren who have received

your letter are troubled to find your spi-

rit at so great a distance from com-

plyance with y® churches call. At first

reading it we were ready to look wupon

it to be a lost and desperate case ; but

afterward observed your resolution was
B
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not, y' you wou'd not yield to our call,
but that you wou’d not remove from
Lowestoff, till Providence should ap-
pear to call you from thence. I take this
opportunity by Mr. Allen, of expressing
my sentiments in this matter. I think
there is a plain appearance of ye con-
duct of Providence in this call from
Norwich, and that more attention, and
more deliberation than you have allow-
ed ought to be given to it. What do
we commonly take for a call of Provi-
dence, but a call from a church, evident-
ly attended with a prospect of greater
usefullness among them who give ye call.
This sv. ye. certainly have. It so seems
at least to me. Ovur people need such a
gift as your’s, and Lowestoff might be
“easily provided with a meaner. This I
entreat you well to consider. Your
personall character and ministerial qua-
lifications rais€ you above a post so infe-
rior as yt you now fill. Indeed you are
too big for it. There ought to bea
greater proportion between ministers
and people than there is there: and
such, if you come, there will be here.” In
my opinion, it is a shame to let such a
man as you abide at Lowestoff while
congregations more rich, more numer-
ous, more under-tanding and of greater
‘consequence to the publick and more
adapted to yr. gift, are in want of you.
And w» your people are not in gospel
ordcr, or a church state, nor the mind to
place yr. self in the pastoral relation, ye
call from one that is in y' order wants
the more consideration; consider, yt the
latter deserve to be serv’d better than
the former, and that you are under the
less obligation to the former: for they
cannot be suppos’d to long for those
ordinances weh. cannot be administered
~among them. The duty of your doing
this frequently in compliance =vith the
command of your Lord, and your own
pious inclinztions should be weighty
arguments wth, you in yr~ deliberations
to accept the call. These are my senti-
ments. of those matters, and possibly
wd, have been your own, had you had
more time for thinking. " And that you
may, the pcople, wt. ever inconveniences
they may suffer by i, are willing to
wait. For they cannot rclingnish a per-
son whose value they are so thoroughly
convinced . of,  And I, who know my
“own infirmities, shall have no greater
<atisfaction than to have you for my
volleague in the ministry, with wm, the

® So written by

people will be so comfortable wa, U ang
dead. I intended you a visit this week,
but occurrences interposed to render my
journey- impracticable; but may pursue
my inclinations for ought [ know next

week. Sh’d be glad of an answer to
this in the mean time.
I am Sr. °
Y r. affectionate friend and bro. in X¢,
T. SCOTT.
No. XIII.
Original Lettersof Dr. Watts’s. Letters

Iv. v. VI. VIL

Letter IV.
To Mr. Say, at Ipswich.
Dear Bro.

Mr. Ashurst informed me some weeks
since he saw you at lpswich, and you
gave him reason to expect your compa-
ny a day or two at Hedingham* Castle
when 1, 'was there. I am arrived here
this day, and hope to spend all next
weck therej if your affairs permit you
to fulfill your promise, I know it will
not be disagreeable to Mr. Ashurst,
and T’'me persuaded your company will
be acceptable to the Lady Abney, &c.
And if you will share a bed with me for
a night or two, you will bea very agree-
able companion to your old friend and
brother, and humble servant -

| ' I. WATTS.

Heddingam* Castle, Augt. 10th, 1727,

Letter V.
To Mr. Say.
Dear Bro. Say,

1 repeat my sincere thanks for your
kind visit at Hedingam* Castle. f wish
your sitvation of affairs had not forbid
your longer stay. Distance and ab-
secnce of bodys in this incarpate state
forbids the pleasures of cenversation to
intellectuall minds that dwell in them.
Writing is a relief, but still a slow way
of communication. WNMay God keep our
hearts still pointing heaven-ward, where
the sweetest society shall never be in-
terrupted by such avocations as distuib
us here. ' | -

1'his only tells you that I have sent

‘last week a small packet for you to

Mrs. Porters. When you receive it you
will please to inform |
Your most affectionate brother
‘ And humble Ser'.

Sep'. 12'h, 1727, I. WATTS,
* My salutations attend Mrys. Say,
the Dr. Ep.
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Letter VI
To Mr. Say.

Dear Sir, Ap'l. 17tk 1928,
vour letter dated from Feb. 10tE. to
March ,afforded meagreeableentertain-
raent,and particularly your notes on the
and Psalm, in which I think, I concurr
in sentiment with you in every line, and
thank you. The Epiphonema to the
16tk, Psalm is also very acceptable: and

in my opinion the Psalms ought to be
translated in such a manner. for Chris-’

tian worship, in order to shew the hid-
den glories of that divine poesy.

I beg leave only to query about the
Sheol in Ps. 16, whether that phrase of
not seeing corruption ought to be apply’d
o David at all, since Peter, Acts 2. 31.
and Paul, Acts 13. 36, seem to ex-
clude him. And tho’ I will not say but
your sense of the s:z/, i.e. the /ife, may
answer the Hebrew manner of redupli-
cation of the same thing in other words,
yet as David sometimes speaks of the
sol as a thing distinct frem the body,
why may not the sox/ be taken so in
this place, and S&eol signify Hades, the
state of the dead.

1 am glad my little prayer-book is ac-
ceptable to you and your daughter. 1
perceive you have been also (among
many others) uneasy to have no easier
and plainer catechism for children than
that of the Assembly. 1 had a letter
from Leicestershire the very same day
when 1 received yours, an the same sub-
ject: and long before this a multitude
of requests have 1 had to set my
thoughts at work for this purpose. I
have design’d it these many years. 1
have lay’d out some schemes for this
purpose: and I would have 3 or 4 se-
ries’s of catechisms as I have of prayers.
I believe 1 shall do it “ere long if God
afford health. But dear friend, forgive
me if 1 cannot.come into your scheme
of bringing in the creed ; for ’tis in my
epinion a most imperfect and immetho-
dicall composition, and deserves no great
regard, unless it be to putt it at the end
of the catechism for forms-sake toge-

ther with the L¢t prayer and 10 com-
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mandments, as is done in the Assembly’s
catechism. ‘The history of the life and -
death of Christ 1s excessive long in so
short a system: and the design of the
death of Christ (which is the glory of
Christianity,) is utterly omitted. Besides,
the operations of the spirit are not
named. The practicall articles are all
excluded. In short, ’tis a very mean
composure, and has nothing valuable
preter mille annes. My ideas of these
matters run in another track, which if
ever I have the happiness to see youn
may be matter of free communication
between us. |
I am sorry I forgot to ptitt up the
coronation ode in my packett. I will
count myself in debt, till 1 have an occa~
sionto send you something more valuable -
together with it. Two days[ ] Ipub-
lished a little essay on charity schoeols, m
treatise of education growing so mucg
longer in my hangds then I design’d. " If
it were worth while to send suich a tri-
fle you shorld haveit. In the mean time
I take leave, and with all due salutations
to yourself and your’s,
I am,
Your affectionate brother and serv:.
‘ I. WATTS.

i

I.etter V1L
To .Mr. Say.

Dear Bro. | :

I hoped to have heard some word
from you e’re 1 sent this book, which I
think I promised you in my last. Itis
no charge to youl presume to receive

“what I send this way, otherwise 1 fear

lest the gift be not woith the carriage.
If you think one of these manualls may
be usefull-for your daughter, I send it to
her. The other is at your disposall. I

‘would become all to all, and even as a

child to children, that by any meauns I
might save somec. Farewell dear bro.
and continue to love
Your Affectionate friend and serve.
- I. WATTS,
My salutations attend Mcis. Say,
Lime-street, in London,
Feb, 2d. 1727.
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS,

UNPUBLISHED PARTICULARS RELATIVE TO CHATTERTON, COL.
LECTED BY MR. SEWARD; COMMUNICATED BY MR. RUTT.

T'o the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

Clapton,
SIR, Marck 8, 1809.
A passage 1n your Obituary of
Dr. Gregory, (vol.iii. p. 219.)
respecting his ¢¢ Life of Chatter-
ton,” reminds me of a few scraps
of information yet in manuscript,
concerning that extraordinary ge
nius. °
At the sale of Dr. Kippis’s li-

brary, soon after his justly la-

mented decease, in 1795, I pur-
chased a copy of the ¢ Life of
Chatterton,”®> on a blank page of
which™i1s written ¢¢ Wm. Seward,
1789, from the author.”” Mr. S.
who died in 1799, was well known
to the literary world by his
¢¢ Anecdotes of Distinguished
Persons,” ¢¢ Biographiana,” and
occasional periodical papers. His

authotity respecting Chatterton
is frequently referred to by Dr.
Gregory. ‘

In this copy of the life, are a
few MS. additions in the same
hand-writing as the signature, and
which Mr. Seward, by what he
has written on the blue cover,
evidently designed for the infor-
mation of Dr. Kippis. The fourth
volume of the Biographia- Brnit-
tannica, for which as you observe,
Dr. Gregory composed the Life
of Chatterton, and in which it
was reprinted entire, came out
during the same year (1789,) so
that Dr. Kippis had no opportu-
nity of using Mr. Seward’s. coma
munications.

thus
ently from the printed note, ‘“on

If you give them a place in the
Repository, they may yet gratify
some possessor of the Biog. Brit,
or of the separate Life. The in.
formation of Mr. Seward, was
obtained at Bristoly, from Mis.
Newton, the sister of Chatterton,
and from Mr. Catcott and Mr.
Barrett, two inhabitants of that
city, who are often mentioned by
Dr. Gregory, and to whom the
public appears to have been chief-
ly indebted for the preservation
of what remains under the name
of Rowlie.

Life p. 8. Biog. iv. 574. An
anecdote introduced to shew that
Chatterton ¢ very early discover-
ed a thirst for pre-eminence” is
related, somewhat differ-

the authority of his sister Mis.
Newton.”’

“ A relation gave Chatterton a Delft
dish with the figure of a lion, he replicd,
make me one with an aagel and a trum-
pet, to blow my name about. The mo-
ther has the dish in her possession.”

Life p. 81. Biog. iv. 586. Mr.
Catcott’s declaration ¢ that when
he first knew Chatterton, he was
ignorant even of Grammar” 15
strengthened by the fact |

«That himself had corrected several of
Chatterton’s writings."

Life p. 112. Biog. iv.591. On
the remark “ that the inequality
of his spirits affected greatly his
behaviour in company” is the fol-
lowing MS. note.



Puarticulars relative to Chatterton.

« Mr. Catcott says that Chatterton

'~ y<ed occasionally to have such fits of de-
pression of spirits that he used to walk
out with him into the country in hopes
of amusing his mind by the scenery of
the landscapes in the neighbourhood of
Bristol, and of refreshing his exhausted
spirits by the freshness of the air and
the agrecable motion of gentle ex-
ercise. At those times he never could
prevail on Chatterton to taste any thing
strong. He used occasionally to tell
Catcott that he should some day or other

destroy himself.”

On the blank pages of the vo-
fuwme Mr. Seward has written the
following miscellaneous observa-
tions.

« Chattertan was very stout n his per-
son, but short. ¥lis eyes were grey, of
2 lustre that made them appear almost

transparent. Mr. Catcott says, that
when you looked full in the boy’s face his

eyes always withdrew from inspectien,

and he hung down his head. Mrs.
Newtan, who has a countenance strong-
y tndicative of sense, says she resembled
her brother very much in her face. Her
second son, who died a few years ago,
'w.;as szid to have been wery like his un-
cle.

« Chatterton, when detected in any
falsehood, used te stammer excessivély
and stamp wirh his feet. When Mr.
Barrett was putting together: his mate-
tials for the Histery of Bristol, the boy
came te him and ¢old him he had found

a list of the Abbots of St. Austin’s Con- -

vent in that city, and presented him with
it in 2 paper apparently as old, and 2
writing apparently of the same hand
with that of the poems. On examining
however this list by theregister of the ca-
vhedral of Wells (in which diocese Bristol
thes was) the names were found to be
entirely of the boy’s making. He had
made too for Mr. B. an ideal drawing of
“ the Castle of Bristow with its keep,
donjon, &cc.”

_ “Chatterton’s pocket-beok, once (I be-
licve) in the possession of Mr. Barrett,
would lead very much to the detection
of the imposture. He had there givea
some words a very particular significa-
tion, and had, I believe, coined many
more. This book, when he quitted
Bristol he left behind him and wrote to
his mother with great carnestness to
have it restored to him,
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«<Of the controversy, Dr. Johnson nsed
to say “ It cut both ways hke a two-
edged sword.” The language is cer-
tainly that of no time, yet the stores of
imagery, the knowledge of human na-
ture, and the general power of compe-
sition that prevail universally in these
poems seem to be far beyond the facul-
ties of a boy of Chatterton’s age and of
Chatterton’s opportunities of improving
himself. , v

« By his sister’s acconnt his ardour for
study was unremitting, he would hardly
give himself time to drink his tea and
eat the few wegetables upon which he
supported himself, ,

“Thereisat Bristol alarge bock on the
subject of general antiquitics with many
annotations in the margin in Chatterton’s
hand.

<« Thisiad in his fateand in his talents
seems vety much to resemble you

Servin, who is mentioned im Sully’s

Memoirs, previous to his setting out for
England. . '

“ When Chatterton had osrice brought
te Mr. Barrett a book of the pdem of the
Battle of Hastings, which Mr. Basrest
praised very mut%., theé boycried out, thas

-1 wrote myseclf. { will heweverin a few

days, bring you 2m original book ef
Rowlic’s. He pretended to have kept
his word by bringing My, Barrett ane-
ther written in the same style with
that he had owned he wrote”’®
As Sully’s character of young
Servin, who accompanied him to
I'ngland has been much admired,
it may be worth while to quote it
from Mrs. Lenox’s Translation of
ghe ¢ Mcanours.”? ,
L& a man of genius so lively,
and an understanding so extensive, as
rendered him scarce igroranc of any
thing that could be known; of so wast
and ready a comprehension, that he
immediately made himsclf master of
what he attempted ; and of so prodigious
a memory that he never forgot what
he bad once iecarned; he possessed all
parts of philosophy and the mathema-
tics, particularly fortification and draw-
ing; even in theology he was so: well
skilled, that he was an excellent preach-
er whenever he had a mind te exert that
talent, and an able disputant for and
against the reformed religion indiffer-
ently; he not only understood Greek,
Hebrew, and all the languages which
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we call learned, but also all the differ-
' ent jargons, or modern dialects; he ac-
cented and pronounced them so natu-
rally, and so perfectly imitated the ges-
tures and manners both of the several
nations of Europe, and the particular
ﬁrovinces of France, that he might

ave heen taken for a mnative of all or
any of these countries; and this quality
he applied to counterfeit all sorts of per-
gons, wherein he succeeded wonderfully;
he was moreover, the best comedian and
greatest droll that perhaps ever appear-
ed: he had a genius for poetry, and had
wrote many verses; he played upon al-
most all instruments, was a perfect
master of music, and sung most agree-
ably and justly ; he likewise could say
mass; for he was of a disposition to do,
~as well as to know all things: bis body

was perfectly well suited to his mind,
he was light, nimble, dexterous, and fit
for all exercises; he could ride well, and
in dancing, wrestling, and leaping he
was admired : there are not any recrea-
tive games that he did not know, and
he was skilled in almost all mechanic
arts. But now for the reverse of the
medal: here it appeared that he was

treacherous, cruel, cowardly, deceitful;
a liar, a cheat, a drunkard and glutten;
a sharper in play, immersed in every
species of vice, a blasphemer, an athe-
ist: in a word, in him might be found
all the vices contrary to nature, honour,
religion and society; the truth of which
he himself evinced with his latest breath,
for he died in the flower of his age, in
a common brothel, perfectly corrupted
by his debaucheries, and expired with

the glass in his hand cursing and deny-
ing God.” Mem. of Sully, 4th ed.
1i. 216. |

By a comparison with young
Scervin ‘“a wonder and a mon.
ster” as Sully styles him, Mr.
Seward was hardly just to Chat.
terton, who while he had no op-
portunity of making such variety
of attainments, does not appear
with all his faults to have attained
to such a horrid prematurity of
vice, |

Your’s,

J. T. RUTT.

o’ -

SN THE DISCIPLINE OF A CIIRISTIAN COMMUNITY. ’LETTER ITX.

e

T() the Editor of the Dlonthly Repository.

SIR,

The influence of names in the
world has been recorded in too
many bloody pages of the history
of mankind; and it is needless
to observe, that among the per-
sons to whom I write, a bigotted
attachment to a scund is not to
be expected.  Whether a bishop
is necessary to the well being of a
Christian society 1s a question,
which will be differently argued,
according to the ideas, which this
term conveys to the speakers: and
for the absolute necessity of such
an- officer, no one will contend,
who recollects that, if there had
been such a necessity, 1t wouid
not be left for us to entertain a
| H

question upon the subjcct, but
a specific comrmoand would bave
been given by the great-bishop of
the church, our Lord Jesus Christ,
A positive command has not been
left either by him or by any of his
apostles; though ‘one of the latter
did direct the appointment of cl-
ders in the congregations of Crete;
and this reccommendation would
certainly have great weight in
thatisland, and the precedent may
be useful to all other churches.
But the term bishop, as is used
in our language, 15 by no mecans
necessary. It is derived from a
Greek word, episcopos: which
by striking out the first vowel and
the two last letters o s, the ter-
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mination of many nouns in the
Greek language, becomes Pzscop,
and’it was gradually changed by
our forefathers into Bishop. The
original word means simply an
overseer; the Greek word being a
compound like this in the English
ept, mcaning over, and scopos
secer. And it may be translated
by the words overscer, president,
chairman, or any term, by which

the regulator of any meeting, or
any persons acting the part of

overseers are denominated. 'The
bishop or overseer of an early
Christian church was always an
elder, and his powers were con-
fined to the kecping of order and
regularity in the community.
‘The utility of such an officer
cantiot be doubted. In every so-
cicty that meets for transactions,
whether civil or religious, an offi-
cer of this kind is found. We
are not however accustomed to
say the Bishop of the House of
(Commons, since usage has given

to the presiding officer the name.

of the Speaker; and, if any per-
son officiates besides him, he is
called the chairman. In either
case, the office 1s performed by
what 1in Greck would be called
an episcopos or bishop or over-
seer. 1 should be far therefore
from contending for a name,
though 1 should wish it to be
fairly understood : and the great
evil of the men, who in early
times bore this name, was that from
being the first only among equals,
thcy assumed to themse lves anti-
christian power and lorded it
over Christ’s heritage. 'This abo-
minably wicked conduct cannot
be too much reprobated; and it
is the’spirit of such men, not their
name, which should excite in us
the strongest feelings of dxsappro-
pation,

.brmo
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Let us then suppose, that the
term bishop is alldwed to be used
in a society, of which I have
been speaking; that it means only
the chairman, the president, or
the overseer: the question is, how
is he to be appointed. Here the
scriptures give us admirable rules
on the object of the choice; but
the mode of election is left en-
tirely to the discretion of the com-
munity. They say not one word
on the mode of election, nor oa
the time that he should fill the
ofice.  The Christian will not
however be at a. loss on these.
points, and there are certain land-
marks, . by which we may steer
our vessel into harbour.

‘Throughout this discussion we
must keep  steadfastly in mind,
that Christ’s kingdom is not of
this° world, and that all efforts to
it undc the bondage of
worldly principles will tend only
to shew the incongruity of Chris-
tian and worldly forms of govern-
ment. In worldly societies there
1s a constarnt contention between
the governors and the governed,
the former being never contented
with the powers thcy have, but
grasping at more; the latter la-

bouring with )ealousy at every

alteration or supposed encroach.
ment. This must not be in a
Christian community. A Dio-
trephes, who loves the pre-emi-
nence, may elide 1m, but the
community will be on its guard
against such a contemptible cha-
racter. 'The means .by which
such characters obtain their ends,
arc by perpetuity in office and an
improper mode of election. On
these heads some plain rules may
be Lud down.

‘With respect ‘to the first, it is
evident that, if the bishop has his
office for litl‘,. and his successor
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3 elected by men, who have ther
ofices for hife, a community s
formed, which will have separate
tevests from the great body of
Christians; and as in the cburch
of Rome will introduce that spirit
of domination, which s com-
pletely opposite to the spirit of
“the Chryissiun rehigion. Incapaci-
ty from age, itness, deprivation
of senses, are suthcient objections
of themselves to the 1dea of per.
petuity ; -and we may add too a
degree of misconduct, which
smxht be such as io prevent the
re-clection of a person into the
oilice, though 1t would not be
sutficicnt to procure a resignation
without considerable confusion
and wneasiness m  the sockty.
Perpetuity we therefore lay aside,
as highly inconsistent with the
state of Christ’'s kingdom, and
turn our attention to the proper
time for the office to be intrusted
witheut danger into a brother’s
hands. -

- On this subject, various opini-
ons will be entertained, and there
3s not the least nccessity for uni-
formity. One society may adopt
onc, and another anether mode.

Voo long a period will subject a
bordering on.

sogicty to  ¢vHs,
those, which per petmty prodnces ;

too short a tme¢ manifests too.
To.

much of a spirit of jcalousy.
- me it appears, that three ycars is
ah ample time: and if that were
adopted, } should recommend,
that the person should mnot be re-

eligible, till the expiration of two.

years: but I should prefer the of-
fice being annual, the same
sen . bomg capable of holding the
office for two years wﬂvthcn 5
after which he should pass a year
without any offiec, and then be
re-eligible again to offices. On

per=-
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this however, as I said before,
different communities will decide
dififerently.

Supposing then thzt we have
fixcd on the office to be annual,
under the preceding enlargement,
the mext questien is by whom the
bishop or president should be. ap.
pointed. Iere is room also for
a difference of opinion. ' It may
be left with the- community at
large, or with the committee of
elders. If left with the body at
large, there is the danger of »a
Drotrephes introducing confubwn
and for this reason I am decidedly
of opinion, that the choice is bet.

tey left with the committee of el,

ders, subject however to the 2p-
probation of the body. The nu.

mate connexion between the ela

ders and the body will prevent
such a trust fromm bemng abused;
2ud in fact when we consider the
nature of the office, and the mnan-
ner in which the elders are to be
chosen, it is not likely that any
danger will arise to the socicty
from this mode of appointment.

We. have supposed for our com-
mittee a body of ten elders, and
they will have to elect according
to this plan the bishop or presi.
dent at the annual day of election
of officers, or at some other day.
I should prcfer another day, that
the newly eleeted may be for
some time uwnder an experienced
bishop or president 5 and for this
rcason it appears to me, that the
second quarterly day aﬂex the
election day might be appointed
Tor this purpose.

At the .mceting of the .com-
mittee of elders the bishop might
be elected out of their own. body
or out of the general body. If
out of their own body he would
have a vote In evm_y.gucstxpn AL
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an. elders and then the. casting
vote, if the€ votes were cqual.

If out of the general body, he
would vote only when the votes
were equal: .and for this reason I
should prefer always the taking of
the bishop from the general body;
but 1t scems better not to confine
the elders in their choice. In my
next, I shall consider the mode of
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choosing elders -and the durat‘:on |
of their office, in which of course
my readers will have anticipated
me that in this, as in the office of
a bishop, ‘the canvassing for the
place is an obvious disqualifica-
tion. I remain ever,

© . Yours, &c.

F.

. ) . '

- MR+ BROOKES, ON THE METHOD OF FATHER CYPRIA\I AND
OTHHERSy 1N CONVERTING THE IVDIANS.

o

To the Editor of the Monthly Reposz'tory.

SIR,

The plan which the government
of the United States of America
is now so judiciously adopting ‘to
effect the civilization of the Indi-
ans, I find was pursucd: in some
measure by an individual of that
zealous missionary society, the Je-
suits, with considerable success,
more than a century ago, among
the Indians in South America.
These Indians resided 1n Moxos; a
people of Péeru. The Moxos ter-
ritory is an immense tract, which
appears when, departing from
Sancta Cruz de la Sierra, we keep
along a grecat chain of steep
mountains that run from North to
South : the country is in the tor.
rid ‘zone, and extends from 10 to
15 degrees of ‘South latitude; its
utmost bounds are yet unknown.
Father Cyprian Baraza had long
courted his superiors to send him
to some laborious mission, and at
length the mission of the Moxos
was allotted him : he was 12 days
going from Sancta Cruz de la Si-
erra oh the river Guapay, before
he arrived in the country of the
Moxos. The Father’s modesty
and courteous behaviour, together

‘WOL. 1V, 2

with some small presenis of fish-
hooks; 'needles, glass-beads’ “and
other trifles of that mature, -«by
degrees made them familiar with
him. During the first four years
he resided among them, he en.
dured very much’as well by the
change of air, as the fréquent
inundations with’ almost continual
rains, nipping colds and the diffi-
'culty of learning the language;
for besides that he had neither
master nor interpreter, he had
to do with a people so rude, that
they could not name t6 him that
~vhich he endeavoured to make
them understand by signs. Thése
and many other Jatxguw weaken-
ing him, he was most of the time
afflicted with aquartan-ague which’
obliged him to return to Sancta
Cruz de la Sierra, where he soon
recovered his health. |

~ Being scnsible he must first
make the Indians men, before he
could pretend to make them
Christians, he learnt to weave
cotton cloth, that he might after-
wards teach some of themt, in or.
der to clothe sach as received

baptism, for they went almost

While at Sancta Crugz
Q€ :
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for thc recovery of his health, his
superjors_sent him to attempt the
converston of the Chiriguanes,
but the ill reception he met with,
ebliged him to forsake so vicious
a nation, and he obtained leave
to return to the Moxos. Upon

his return, he found them more

docile than they had becn at first,
and by degrees grew entirely fa-
miliar with them. They gathered,
to the number of 600, to live
under his direction, who had the
satisfaction, after having labour-
ed 8§ years and 6 months, to see
a nunber of zealous Christians
made by bis care. He spent five
years more in improving and in-
creasing that new Christian con-
gregatiop, and it consisted of
a.bovc 2,000 converts when a new

supply of missionaries arrived to
whom he lefr the care of his flock.
He now went to some other na-
tions of Indians, who lived scat-
tered over the country and remote
from each other; and their little
communication produced almost
an . implacable hatred to cach
other. His charity and zeal made
him surmount all these difficul-
tics. Having taken -up his lodg-
ing with one of those Indians,
from thence he went about to all
the neighbouring cottages; he by
degrees insinuated lnmself into
the affections of those pcople by
his courtesy and sweet behaviour,
at the same time instilling into
them the maxims’ of 1ehmon, not
so much by dint of reasoning
whereof they were incapable, as
by the air ot goodness which ap-
peared in his discourses. He sat
down with them on the ground,
imitated the least motiouns and
most ridiculous gestures, they used
to express their affections; he lay
among them exposed to the wea-

Father ijr{z’dn’s method of Converting the Indians.

ther, without any defence against
the tormenting gnats. As dxz._a-
grecable as their provisions were,
he never ate his meals but with
them. His carein learning some-
thing of physic and surgery was
another method he made use of
to gain their estecin and affection.
When they were diseased, hie pre-
pared their . medicines, dnessed
their wounds, clecaned their cot.
tages; and did it so affectionately
that they were charmed with him.
Respect and gratitudesoon brought
them into his mecasures, and in
less than a year, above 2,000 of
them came fogcther-and formed a
sort of town, which was called
‘I'rinity town. |
Father Cyprian w holly applied
himself to instruct them in the
faith, and having the talent of
makmg himself intelligible to the
dullest qpprehensxons, his clear
way of expounding to them all
points of religion soon put them
into a condition to receive bap-
tism. By being converted, they
became another sort of men, they
learnt other customs and manners,
and voluntarily submitted them,
selves to the severest rules of
Christianity. His next aim was
to settle some form of government
among them, lest the independent
state they had been born and bred
in, should mmake them relapse in-
to the disorders they were guilty
of before conversion. To effect
this he made choice among them
of such as were in highest reputa-
tion for wisdom or valour, whom
he appointed captains, heads of
familics, consuls and magistrates
to govern the rest of the peopk‘
T hen did those men whe would
before submit to no superiors,
voluntarily obey their unew go-
vernors, and without Qpp«)smoil
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endure the severest punishments
inflicted for offences committed.
 Father Cyprian did net stop
there, but in regard that arts
might considerably contribute
towards his design of civilizing
them, he found means to make
them learn such as were most ne-
cessary. They soon had among
them husbandmeny  carpenters,
weavers, and other workmen of
several sorts.  But his chief care
was to provide for the sustenance
of those people, whose numbers
daily increased. lfe apprehended
lest the barrenness of the country,
abliging the converts from time to
time to leave the town, to go seck
for food on the distant mountains,
they should by degrees forget the
notions of religion hc had with
so much pains ineculcated; - and
that missionaries who might suc-
ceed him, might not have strength
equal to their zcal and sipk under
so much toil, if they had nothing
to subsist on but insipid roots.
For this reason ke thought of
stocking their country with kine,
which-are the only cattle which
can live and muliply there.
They were to be brought from
very far, and along bad ways.
Those difficultics did not daunt
him; he went to Sancta Cruz de
la Sierra, gathered together about
200 of those beasts, and desired
some Indians to help drive them.
He climbed the mountains and
crossed the rivers, still driving
betore him that numecrous herd
which was bent upon returning to
the place from whence it came.
Blost of the Indians soon forsook
him; either their strength or reso-
lutions failed ; but he was not to be
daunted, continuing todrive on his
cattle, sometimes up to his knees
In mire, and cxposed to be murder-

195
ed by the barbarians or killed by
wild beasts. At .length, after a
toilsome march of 54 -days, he
arrived at his beloved muission,
with part of the herd he had
brought from Sancta Cruz. God
gave a blessing to his charitable
design, for that small herd mul-
tiplied to such a degree in a few
years that there were many more
than were requisite to maintain
the inhabitants. °

After having made provision for
their wants, it only remained to
build a church; to erect this it
was requisite he-should put his
hand to the work, and - teach’ the
Indians to crect such a structure
as he bad contrived. He’sum-.
moned a number of them, order-
ed trees to be cut down, taught
others to make bricks, caused
others to make lime, and after
some months’ toil had the satisfac-
tion of seeing his work finishcde
Some years after, the church be«
ing too small, he built another,
mwuch larger and handsomer; and
what was most wonderful, this new
church was built, as well as the
first, without any of the tools re-
quisite for such structures, and
without any other architect to
give directions but himsclf.

These 'two great towns being
formed, he bent his thoughts to~

‘wards other '‘nations: he went a

journey of 7 days to the Easta
ward, when he came to some
morce Indians, and employced the
same method for converting them,
which proved successful, and the
town of St. Xaverius was forimed.
After this he ranged the moun-
tains in S. A for three years,

searching out a new way across

the mountains in Peru, and was
finally successful in discovering
it. }Me alsp went on many mise
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sionary journies among different
nations. of Indians, and when up-
un one to the Baure Indians, was
killed by someof.them on the 16th
Sep. 1702, having baptized above
40,000 idolaters, and reduced a
brutal people to civility and the
greatest sense of religion ™.

FFor a more full account of
Father Cyprian, from which the
above is taken, sce the Mission-
ers’ ‘I'ravels, translated from the
French, printed for R. Gosling,
1714. . 8vo. pp 230 to 254.

Mr. Kalm, in his travels in
North America, states that the
tollowing conversation took place
between a governor-of New York
and an Indian on their conversion
to the Christian religion, that re-
dounds very much to the good
sense of ‘the Indian, but which
her majesty’s governor was not
enlightened enough to sec the wis-
dom and propriety of:

Even in these days, the best
mode 1s perhaps not pursued by
the missionaries of the enlightened
pation of Great Britain. An
acute and sensible writer4 observes
in his Flistory of Monmouthshire,
that iron, gunpowder and mili
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tary discipline have been the
legislators of nations, and' the
rights of man have depended more’
on his mechanic than on his
speculative faculties. Professor
Pallas, in his travels through Rus.
sia, traces with difficulty the an-
cient Tshudes, rich in the possesa
sion of copper and gold, while the
Tartavs, 1nferior in civilization and
general knowledge, but . having
the use of 1ron, subdued and.
nearly extirpated them.

At a conference governor Hun-
ter had with the five nations of
Indiaus, residing in the state of
New York, at ' Albany, after he
had presented these Indians by
order of queen Anne, with many
clothes and other presents, of
which they were fond, he intended
to convince them still more of
her majesty’s pgood will and-care
of them, by adding, that their
good mother, the queen, had not
only gencrously provided them
with fine clothes for their bodies,
but hkewise intended . to adom

their souls, by the preaching of

the gospel; and that to this pur-
pose some ministers should be
sent  to them to instruct themn.

* The following account shows that the Moravians understand the trne princi-
ples for converting men, as they have transformed the inhabitants of Labrador.

into useful citizens as well as

ood Christians.

When the Moravian misstonaries

first Janded in Labrador, they found it the practice of the natives to put to death
widows and orphans, for as they were improvident of their own families, they
could not furnish the means of support to those of othérs. The Moravians, instead of
encouraging the natives in their rambling disposition fram place to place, labour-
«d to fix them to one spot, and instead of preaching to them the mysterious parts
of the gospel, they instructed them in’useful and industrious habits, and instead:
of building a church they erected a storehouse. They caused this common store
to be diviged into as many comipartments as there were families, leaving one at
each end larger than the rest, to be appropriated solely to the use of the widows
and orphans : and having tapght them the process.of salting and drying fish, caught
in vast multitades in the summer months: they were placed in this general de-
pository of their industry, to serve as a provision for the long and dismal winser
which reigns in that climate; deducting however from the compartment of every
family a tenth of the proeduce, to bi deposited in those of the widows and orphans. .
‘Their labours were crowned with complete success ; for from that time a division
was made for the preservation of these desolate and helpleesd® creatures. - Edin-
burgh Rev. vol i, p. 436. o

- + Mr. Dovid Williams. o

LI T
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The governor had scarce ended,
when one of the eldest ‘\achems
got up and answeredy;  that. in
the nazme of all the Indians,
he - thanked their gracious good
queen and mother, for the fine
clothes she had sent them; but
that in regard to the ministers,
they had already had some among
them,” (whom he likewise ndmed)
« who instead of preaching the
holy gospel to them, had taught
themn to drink to excess, to cheat,
and to quarrel among themselves.”
He then entreated the goverior

““to take from them these preach- -

exs, and a number of Luropeans
who resided among them; for be-
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fore they were come among them,
the Indians had been an hon(st,
sober and innocent people, but
most of them became rogues now.
That they had formerly had the
fear of God, buot that they hardly-
believed his existence at present.
That if he” (the governor) * would
do them any ‘favour, he should
send  two or three blacksmiths
among - them, to teach them to
torge iron, in which thoy were
uncxperwnced. The governox
could not forbear laughing at this
extraordinary speech.

! remmain, your’s, &c.

. JOSHUA BROOKES.

HR. WILSON’S INQUIRY AFTER

PHY OF DISSENTING

THE PORTRAITS AND 2IOGRA-

MINISTERS.
&

To the Editor of the

\ SIR, -~ March 8, 1809,
As your periodical work cir-
culates principally among Protest-
ant Dissenters, who, from the
nature of their principles, are the
only rational advocates for free
mquiry, I take the liberty of
soliciting from your rcaders in-
Simon Browne, .
Moses Lowman,
Francis Sp:lsbury,
John Brine,
John Milner, D, D.
Obadiah Hughes, D. D,
Hugh Farmer,
Danicl Noble,
Samuel Lawrence, D.D.
William King, D.D.
Charles Bulkle
Henry Miles, {) D.

%ohn Barker,

Joseph

The portlalts of Dr. Laldner, .

Dr. Savage and Dr. Fordyce,
though engravod are so badly
done, that it would be expedient
to engrave them again, could the
Orwmal pamtm% be procured.

Jabez Earle, D.D.

ichard Rawlin,
Thomas Towle,
William May,
Daniel Mayo,
Samuel Burford,

Jeffries, L.L.D.

Stephen Lobb, -
John. Hurrmn,
‘Thomas Rowe,
Mordecal Andrews,

Monthly Repository.

formation concelnmcr some  origi-
nal poertraits to illustrate a work

in which I am engaged. 7The
following Dissenting  ininisters
have never been crigraved: it is

possible ithere may be pamtmos iR
existence of at  least some -of
themn.
Philip Furneaux, D.D.
Samuel Pike, -
John Hubbard;
Martin Tomkins,
Daniel Wilcox,
John Hill,
Thomas Toller,
Robé.rt Tramk,
ephaniah Marryat, D.D.
illiam Prior, D.D.
_]ohn Sladen,
&ec. &c. &e.

I also take the liberty of soli-
citing from your readers any ar-
ticles of lnonraphy, or commupi-
cations that may 1llust1ate my
worl\, (the History and Anhqm-
ties of Dissenting Churches, &c.)
5 - r
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Lives of the following mlmsters
would be acceptable:

William Prior, Mr. Samuel Ba-
ker, John Allen, VMr. Joseph
Denham, Mr. Willlam Cudworth,
Mr. John Potts, Mr. Peter Good-
win, Mr. Edmund Townsend,
Mr. Richard Rawlin, Dr. Abra-
ham Taylor, Mr. Jenkin Lewis,
Mr. Joseph Pitts, Mr. Timothy

Dr. Henry
Mayo, ‘Mr. Thomas Porter, Dr.

Statement of 'lze Doctrine of Atonement.

Lamb Dr. James Watson, Mr,
Samuel Fry, Dr. Jobhn Walker,
Mr. Henry Read, Mr. Meredith
Townshend, Dr. Benjamin Daw-
son, &c. &c. Any intormation
relating to the above, addressed to-
the author, atf No. 17, Skinner.
strect, Snow-hill, will be thank.
fully acknowledged.

W, WILSON.

¥
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& BRIEF STATEMENT CF THE DOCTRINE OF ATONVEM&:\'T, AS IT

APPEARS TO A PLAIN UNDERSTANDING.

4
’

~ ven

Norwech.

When the beautiful structure
of Christianity, is cxhibited un-
der the disguise of the Calvinistic
system, who can wonder that the
profane infidel 1s apt to exclaim,
¢« that he himself,- could have
framed a better !’ just as the
Spanish monarch, having a smat-
tering of astronomy, 1s said to
have cxclaimed, with respect to
the Tychonic system of the Uni-
verse. Had the misshapen mass
however, merely presented an
awkward, unsiglitly appearance,
one might be content to let it fall
to picces of 1tself, and ioulder
silently away: but there are some
parts of it, which not only throw
a gloomy shade over human life,
but afford a.direct shelter for im-
morality, and thercfore oughf to
be taken down for the safety and
well-being of society.— ¢ That
Jesus Christ did, by hxs merito-

rious death, mal\c a full, perfect,
and sufficicnt sacrifice, oblation

and satistaction for the sins of the
whole w orld, ‘the benefit of which
is-to be reccived on the sole con-
dition of faith in his blood,”” is a
doctrine, which it is to be feared,
has often Jed men into the com-

mission of sin, from a notjon that
the price is already paid, that the
punishment has been previously
enduréd, and that, considering
the greatness and sutﬁcxency of
the ransom, it would be as super-
fluous to restrain their evil desires
and propensitics, as presumptu-
ous to make any excrtion for their
own salvation. Nor is it difficult-
to comprehend how this blind, en< -
thusiastic persuasion of possessing -
an exclusive interest, (independ-
cntly of any good dispositions or
good works) in the ¢‘all-atoning
blood?’ of the Redeemer, not on-
ly tends to give a loose to vicious
inclinations, as well as to relax
the sinews of active virtue, but
morcover, to engender a sort of
spiritual pride, that resembles
that pride of hercditary wealth,,
which, while it 1s destitute of
other merits and careless of ac-
quiring them, as believing them
superfluous, looks down with su-
percilious  and indignant scorn
upon all who disown these exor.
bitant and imaginary claims.

We know by daily observation
that, in pmcuce, a good under-
standing and a good. heart will
make a wonderful resistance to
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the poison of tenets, at which the
understanding and the heart na-
turally revolt ;—but, -if their ten-
dency is bad, theix: aspect lower-
ing, and the spirit which they
breathe more resembling his, who
was capable of burning alive an
innocent inquirer, who differed
from him in his conclusions, than
the spirit of that compassionate
saviour, who lived and died, not
to destroy, but to save and to
bless; surely we ought not to
admnit such doctrines, merely in
consequence of allusive and figu-
rative expressions, perfectly in-
telligible and natural to the ima-
gination of a Jew, who was in
the daily habit of beholding al-
tars blazing, priests attending and
victims sacrificed ;—nay, evcn
among ourselves, who are hap-
pily freed from those burthensome
ritcs, in speaking of some great
pairiot who, in the discharge of
his high duty, had met a volun-
tary death,—might we not say
without danger of being misuna-
derstood, ¢¢ He died the victim of
public safety,—he was sacrificed
upon the altar of his country,
he gave up his life a ransom for
the civil and religious liberties of
mankind!” Why then strain the
glowing oriental language, the
local, Jewish imagery of the
scriptures, from a sensc perfectly
rational, natural and conforma-
ble to their general tenor, into a
sense utterly discordant and ano-
malous? at which, to adopt the
expressions of that elegant writer,
the late Bishop of Litchfield,
** Reason stands aghast, aud faith
itself is half confounded.””— Per-
haps he might have subjoined,—
morality trembles to her base,—
and r¢al Christianity retires indig-
nant. It is astonishing how such
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a hideous doctrine as the com-
mon Calvinistic ¢¢ satisfaction or
atonement” could find admission
into the minds of thinking men,
but when rcason and faith are set
in opposition, the very strange-
ness and absurdity of any tenet
becomes the strongest argumecent
in 1ts favour; and the plainest,
strongest passages which compose
the body of scripture, are set
aside, when they oppose the in.
coherent reveries, which rest yp-
en arbitrary interpretations of ob-
scure figurative passages, and al-
lusions to objects loug out of
date. |

- How little respect socver the
Calvinist may shew for reason,
is It not strange that he should
maintain so little reverence for
the scriptures, which he exalts
above reason, as to involve them,
by his comments, in the most
deplorable inconsistency? The
‘¢ atonement” is founded in the
inexorability of Divine justice,
which justice is emblazoned by
the pardon of the guilty, and the
sacrifice of the innocent ;—In the
confusion, mercy is forgotten,
or excluded from amongst the at-
tributes of God, and we are rea-
dy to exclaim, that in this most
divine of qualitics, the Supreme
Being has been infinitely exeeed-
ed, till we arc told, that both the
victim and the offerer were no
other than the Supreme Being
himself!-—And the bencfit result-
ing ‘from this self.immolation of
infipitc mercy to infinite justice
belongs to those, and those only,
who can bring their minds into
such a state, as to ¢redit the
transaction,—thus the designs of
unbounded goodness are confined
within the narrow ‘pale of an in.
tolerant superstitiony—the wise,
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and holy and benign administra-
tion of Almghty Justice, 1s con-
verted. 1nto a self-devouring vora
tex, of unquenchable vengeance,
and that revelation, which was to
ttlumine the darkness cf our na-
ture, i1s employed 1n extinguish-
~ing the lutle ight we enjoved bea
fore! But the time we may trust

¢¢ The Old Whig.”

1s hastening, when the dark Sys-
tem of Calvin will be accounted
unworthy to die by the hand of
that reason which it renounces,
and in consequence of its unpa.
ralled sclf-incousistency will at
length fall -Felo de se!

ANTI.C. XI VIVIST
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OLD WIIG.”?

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

Sin, Bathy Jan. 5, 1809.
Having observed in your last
Number, two fresh communica-
tions relative to that interest-
ing work, the ¢ Old Fiig,” I
was tnduced to examine my Copy
of it, purchased many years ago
at an old book-shop, to sece if
any traces could be found mn it
tespecting the supposed authors.
—In addition to those men-
tioned by your correspondent
A. B. I have discovered ¢wo
others, as may appcar from a
transcript of what I find written
on the first leaf, apparently by
the first purchaser of my copy,
in a strong and schelar-like style
of writing.

“'T'hese Papers were written by seve.
ral Persons: the two principal were
Samuel Chand]cr, and James Foster,
both Doctors in Divinity and Dissenting
ministers in London.——Another writer
was Taylor White,” Esq. a barrister at
-Jaw, and one of the judges of the prin-
cipality of Wales. T. BAKER.”

My copy of the work appears
to be the first edition, printed
for Wilkins and others in 17393
whether there was ever any other
edition of thosc papers, 1 know
pot. I differ a little in opinton,
with your correspondent ‘I'. 11.
who says, ‘It is well known they

were chiefly the productions of
young Dissenting ministers:’’—

for the date of the first paper is
iIn 1735, at which time Dr.
Chandinr'was 42 years old, and
Dr. Foster 38, so that it appears
these two able men were not
young, but in the vigour of their
faculties; and as Dr. Cnandler is
suld to have written about 5Q
papers, out of the whole 103,
and Dr. James Foster was a3
man of much active energy, it is
fairly’ presumable that he also
wrote largely in the work: to
that presumption may be added,
that whocver is acquainted wmh
the Doctor’s style and manner,
will not fail to find much énternal
evidence of his genius and spirit.
Of the proportion attributable to
Taylor White, Esq. I have no
means of judging; but as he was
deemed an able lawyer, those
papers which appear to involve
most of legal statement, are per-
haps most likely to have becn of
his writing.-—~The writers now so
far ascertained, are in number
Jive, viz. Dr. Chandler, Dr. James
Foster, Taylor White, Iisq. Dr. .
Caleb Fleming, and Mr. Jackson.

‘T'hose writers are suflicicntly nu
merous and respectabde to share
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the merit of the woyk in question
among them: They are dead,
but yet speak! 1 most hearn]y
concur with your last correspond-
ent, in considering the high value
of the work as of more 1miportance
to posterity than the names of the
authors. But should a new edi-
tion soon take place, the insertion
of the names may be-very propcr.
A new edition, I really think, 1s
called for, both on account of
the scarcity of the work, and its
admirable tendency to strengthen
the causé of British liberty, civil
and religious. The style is clear,
manly, vigorous and clegant,

~Bishop Horseley’s Letter.

-an edition of the Old Whig
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and if some few corrections weze

‘made relative to the abbrevciations

of words, now considered as ble«
mishes in composition, I cannot
but think it would furnish a most
useful addition to the best books
in our language.  The old edition
is openly printed on a full type,
and therefore I am of opinion the
whole may be easily comprized in
two 12mo. volumes for cheapness,
and that so offered to the public,
they would mcet a most extensive
sale.——Let us hope to.see such
soon
announced to the pubhc. .

MARCUS.

“—

€c OLD WHI16G.”

BISHOP HORSELEY'S LETTER.

The contributors to the peri-
odical publication called the
€€ Old-Whig> have been enquir-
cd after in the Monthly Reposito-

, and some of them have been
named'; (vol. 1ii. p. 559, 651,
652.) - It may not be generally
known that Mr. Manning, in his
Life of Towgood, attributes three
papers of that work to this gentlea
man, viz.. Nos. 83, 90 and 91 ;
vol. 1. The subjects of the pa-
pers are the order for' reading the
Apocryphal Romances of Tobit,
Bel and the Dragon and the
Scrvices of Conﬁrmdnon-and Ab-
solution.

[Sketeh of the Life and Writ-
ings of the Rev. Micaiah Tow-

good.  p. 19.]

YOL, IV,

The Pastoral Letter of Bls'hép'
Horseley’s inserted from  the o¥ri-
ginal into the last number of
M. Repos. p. 131. is not new 16
the public, whether quoted of
alluded tor by Priestley or not. T
find it copied into a Postscript to
a pamphlet, published by Gadell,

in 1799, which s intituled ¢ A

"Letter to a Nobleman, containing

Considerations. on the Laws rela.
tive to Dissénters, and on the in<
tended Application to Parliament
for the Repeal of the Corporation
and Test Acts. By a Layman.”?
On the copy of this pamphlet in
my possession, is written, in the
hand of the late Mr. Lindscy,
““ By the Rev. Dr. Mayo, one¢ of
the Tutors at Homerton.”” A.B.

2 B
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WEFENCE OF MR. BELSHAM’S INTERPRETATION OF 2 COR. ViiI. §.

IN REPLY TO

MR. MARSOM.

e

To the Editor of the Monthly Répository.»

New Brentford,
SIR, March 8, 1809.

ft is now a long time since 1
have inter-meddled with religious
controversies. Possessing howe-
ver a mind ardent in the love of
truth, and in endeavours to find
1t out, I cannot but exceedingly
admire the liberal principles upon
which your Repository is founded
and conducted, and I contemplate
great gaood to be done by it to
the cause of truth. I may at the
same time, take some shame to
myself, that 1 have not till very
lately been acquainted with your
most excellent publication.—Mr.
Marsom, a man I have long known
and esteemed, has (I observe,)
published several letters on the
pre-existence of Jesus Christ.—
I have many years been made ac-
quainted with the peculiar notions
of my old friend on that subject,
and as I think some further light
may be thrown upon the passages
of scripture adduced in that con-
troversy, I shall take the liberty
to trouble you with some remarks
on Mr. Marsom’s letters, and his
construction of those passages.

I have now before me his 5th
Letter, in which he, with much
surprize, animadverts upon Mr.
Belsham’s  position ¢ that the
words of the apostle Paul, 2 Cor.
viii. 9. express two states, not
successive but stmultareous, not
that Christ was first rich and after
‘became poor, but that his riches
were contemporary with his po-
verty.””>  This declaration Mr. M,
calls ‘¢ a natural absurdity, an
absolute contradictron,” and 1

hope I shall be excused if T ex.
press my equal surprise, that Mr.
M. should have made so extrava.
gant a decclarations; for after all
the wonder he has expressed, and

"however inexplicable or contra.

dictory Mr. B.’s position may
appear to him, it is pretty cer-
tain, that the above declaration
of Mr. B. is strictly the true con.
struction of the passage. If indeed
the apostle meant that Jesus Christ
was 7ick, in the ordinary sense of
the word, then indeed he could
not be said to be at the same time
poor, in the same scnse of the
word: i. e. he could not possess
revenue, and at the same time
not possess it. As it scems best
to answer Mr. M.)s purpose to
put the ordinary construction on
the words poor and rick, he has
reasoned upon them in that way.
I am sure he will excuse me it I
observe upon this part of the sub-
ject, that he has acted most in-
cautiously in his mode of argu-
mentation. He says a man cane
not be rich and poor at the same
time, ‘¢ a rick man (he says) may,
at the same time be a miserable
man, but he cannot while he is
rsch be poor,’> and yet in only
ten lines further, he flatly cona
tradicts this his own position, by
observing, that ‘¢ if a man’s riches
consist in the enjoyment of his
property, then when he denies
himself common nccessaries, /Ae
2s ot rich,”’ or in other words,
ke ts poor, and so Myp. M.s ar-
gument stands as follows: a rich
man, (1. e. a man possessed of
property) cannot while he is rick
5 .
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be poor; but a rich man, (or a
man possessed of property) may,
while he 1is rick, be poor; and
thus, strange as 1t may appear,
while he is In the act of endea-
vouring to prove that Mr. B.s
declaration involves a contradic-
tion, he falls into a palpable con-
sradiction himself. -
The detection and exposure of

this little e¢rror, 1s only by the

way, and would probably not
kave been noticed, if it had not
been judged cxpedicnt to do so,
in order to shew a new instance,
in which one who has been al-
ways esteemed an acute reasoner,
may, in support of a favourite
hypothesis, be betrayed into an
inconsistency; and to shew my
old friend, how possible 1t 1s for

a man in the excess of his zeal,

to fall into a ditch which he had
dug for another. '

Now sir, as to the merits of the
case, I must beg leave to observe,
that it s possible for one to be

rich and at the same time to be

poor, and I must contend, - that
the apostle Paul in the words in
question, meant to say so much
ot Jesus Christ, that is, that he
was at the same time both rich
and poor, and I must beg fur-
ther to contend, that to say so is
no contradiction. = For it is only
necessary in order to shew the
truth of this last position, to say,
that it is possible for a person to
possess the most ample means of
gratifying his wants and his pas-
stous, and yet to forego the ad-
vantages he possesses, and. to as-
Sume a state.of voluntary pover.
ty, by denying himself all the
ad'va.ntages his riches would fur-

nish.—\Vill any man deny that

DrANIEL Dancer of lHarrow
Weald, was not poor in the
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midst of a great superabundance
of means? I knew him well and

“his house establishment, and I do

say, that although he possessed
large property, he assumed a vo-:
luntary poverty, and was there-
fore both rich and poor at the
same time. Or, if it will suit my
fricnd’s taste bettery, I will say
with bim, that although he pos-
sessed great riches, yet while he
“denied himself comimnen necessa-
ries, he wasjnot rich.” We need
go no further. We have Mr. M.’s
own positive declaration to cona
tradict bis contradiction.

If Dr. Hammond’s idea of the
true rendering of the text in quesa
tion be a just one, (and whether
it is or not I shall leave to the
learned), it goes rather farther
than the common rendering, to
prove the truth of Mr. B.’s con.
struction—he translates it, ‘“ who
being rich was for you a beggar;”’
and in this rendering, he Is sup.
ported in part by Dr. Barrow,
formerly of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, and one of the chaplains
to Charles the second, who. in
one of his sermons on patience,
page 219. has these words,
“Ji vmag Emlwyceuae, he was (as
the Apostle saith 2 Cor. 8, 9.) «
beggar for us’> Now if Dr,
Hammound’s is the truc rendering
of the words, then they expresse
ly declare, that he ‘¢ being (not,
having been) rich was poor for us,”
and in this way the words express-
ly state, that he was at the time
both rich and poor, ¢ being rich:
he was poor.”> And in what
sense this declaration was to be
understoad is evident, if we cona
sult the context. The aposile
was evidently endeavouring to sti- .
mulate the Corinthians to deeds
of charity, by the example o.
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the churches of ‘Macedoma. It
1s most worthy of observation,

These and. manyvther passageg
go to shew, that Jesus Christ was

and most clearly illustrative of ricn i good works, in divine

the. point in hand, that he de-
scribes them (the Macedoniuns,
V. 2.) as at the same time, both
rich and poor, poor in the means
~of giving, but rich in their liber-
ality; and it is the more remark-
able, that'in this 2nd v. the very
same Greek words are used, where
the apostle speaks of their riches
and poverty, as he does in the
8th v. when speaking of the riches
and . poverty of Jesus Christ.—
And he goes on in the 9th v. to
shew the example of Jesus Christ,
as a further excitement, ¢¢ Tor
you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ that be being rich, for
¥ou was poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich.”

~ And that this is not a strained
or forced construction, 1is the

more evident, if we consider the

actual situation of Jesus Christ,
We shall then see, that he was at
the same time both rich and poor,
in the sense Mr. B. contended for.
We will advert to a few circum-
stances. In the second chapter of
John, v. 11, Christ is represent-
ed as having worked a miracle at
Cana 1n Gahlee, and the evange-
list after having given the history
of i1t, makes this observation,
¢ This beginning of miracles did
Jesus 1n Cana of Galilee, and
manifested  forth Iis glory.”
Again, he says of himself, ¢ All
things are. delivered unto me of
" my Father.” Again, John, xiii.
3. ¢ Jesus knowing that the
Father had given all things into
his hands—"” and again, v. 13.
““ Ye.call me Mastor and . Lord,
and ye say well, for so I am.”

communications and in meracylous

powers; and yet we.are expressly

told by this same Jesus Christ
himself, that ¢¢ the foxes  had
holes, and the birds of the air
had nests, but he had not where
to lay his head”—¢* Extreme pe-

nury, (says the same Dr. Barrow)

was appointed to him: he had no
revenue, no estale, nNo certain
livelihood, not so much as a
house where to lay his head, or
a piece of money to discharge
the tax for it;. he owed his ordi-
nary support to alms or volunta
ry bencficence; he was. to seek
his food from a fig-tree on the
way; and sometimes was behold-

- en for it to the courtesy of puhli-

cans;  0i UMag Eflﬂwyeua'e, he
was ¢ (saith St. Paul,) a beggar
for us.””—See the same excellent
work of Dr. Barrow, the 7th
sermon of (the. resignativn to the

- Dwine Will.  p. 949

After this, Mr. M. wili not I
think be induced to controvert,
whether - Jesus Christ might not
be rich and poor at. the same
time: he will I hope be convinced,
that 1t i1s possible for. a man to
‘ have nothing, and yot to possess
all things.”> 2 Cor. vi. 10.

This construction of the. pas-
sage 2 Cor. 8, 9. exactly accords
with the next pd:SﬂOL Mr. M.
produces, Phil. ii. 6. and he docs
not appear to have been more
happy in producing this as a proot
of the pre-existence of Jesus Christ
than in the former. On. some
future occasion, I intend .to troy-
ble you with. 0b5(‘IV<L(10115 on this

passage. ' (.
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@LEANINGS, QR SELECTIONS ANB REFLECTIONS MADE IN &
' ‘ ' COURSE OF GENERAL READING. |

Rty

‘No. XXV.

National Ingratitude, in the case
of Captain {arver.

A more affecting instance of

national ingratitude cannot be
produced than the life of Carver,
the traveller, drawn up by Dr.
Lettsomm, and prefixed to  the
third edition of his travels, exhi-
bits. Carver had spent his Irfe in
the difficult service of government
in North Ameriea, and had tra-
velled many thousand miles to try
whethér a communication might
not be opened by land between
‘the Atlantic and Pacific oceans,
which should serve the purposein
some measure of the long projec-
ted NortTH WEeEsT Passaege. He
came over ‘to England to lay his
maps, charts and plans hefore the
government, and to make his
knowledge beneficial to the pub-
lic, as well as to acquire some
little remuneration. He present-
ed a petition to his° Majesty in
council, which was referred to the
lords commissioners of trade and
plantations; by~ whom he was
examined, apparently to their
satisfaction. e requested to
know what he should do with his
papers,—they replicd that he
might publish them whenever he
pleased. Ile in ¢onsequence dis-
posed of them to a bookseller,
but when they were nearly ready
for the press an order was issued
from the council board, requir-
ing him to dcliver them into the
plantation office. He was obliged
to re.purchase them of the book-
seller at a very great expehce,
and deliver them -up. This loss
governnment refused to make good,

‘The papers were lecked up and
probably have never been used to
this day: and had not Carver
taken copies of them, the world
would never have seen the most
instructive and pleasant book of
travels in existence. 4

- He solicited and expected some
appointment in the public service,
but was utterly negleeted and his
affairs went soon to ruin.

« Captain Carver,”” says his biogra-
pher, < after having exhausted his for-
tune, had now a family to support,
without knowing how to turn his abili-
ties to any means of succouring them.
Distress of mind begets debility of body,
which is still aggravated by penury, and
a want of the common necessaries of life,
His constitution,naturally irm, gradually
grew weaker and weaker; but his regard
to his family animated his spirit to ex-
ertions beyond the strength of his body,
which enabled him to preserve existence
through the winter of 1779, by acting
as a clerk in a lottery office; bhut the
vital powers succoured as they were by
this casual support, diminished by cer~
tain, though imperceptible degrees, till
at length a putrid fever supervening a
long continued dysentery broaght on by
want, put an end to-the life of a man,
who, after rendering at the expence of
fortune and healch, and at theé risk of
life, many important services to his coun-
try, perished through want in the first
city of the world.”

. No. XXVI. -

Undestgned Compliment to the
| - Dlethodists.

Paley, describing the great

change which was wrought in
the first converts to Christianity,
SAYS : |

<6 After men became Christians, much
of their time was spent in prayer.and
devotion, in religious meetings, in cele-
brating the Eucharist, in comferences,
in exhortations, in preaching, in an afféc~
tionate intercourse with one another,
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and correspondence with other societies.
Perhaps their mode of life in its form
and habit was not very unlike the Unitas
Fratrum, or of maedern Metbodists.”” Evid,
vel. i. 38. 2nd Ed. x794.

The conclusion of the quota-
tion is incorrectly expressed. Pa-
ley is commonly distinguished by
perspicuity and accuracy. By
¢¢ mmodern methodists” he intend-
ed not all the Evangelical religi-
onists that bear the name, but the
followers of ¢ Father” Wesley.
This appellation of Father is sanc-
tioned by the minutes of con.
terence of every year.

No. XXVII.
Non-elecs,

¢ But what becomes of the
non-elect?’” 1s a question which
Mr. Toplady imagines a person
not well confirmed in the doca
trines of grace to put; and he

answers 1t as follows : —

¢ You have nothing to do with such
a question, if you find yourself embar-
rassed and distressed with the consi-
deration of it. Bless God for bis electing
lowe : and leave bim to act as be pleases by
them that are without.” Doct. of Absol.
Predest. stat.—Pref.

No. XXVIII.

¢ Adccount of the European Set-
~ tlements tn America.”’ ~

"This work has been commonly
attnibuted to Edmund Burke: and
Stockdale, the bookscller, lately
published a new cdition of 1t as
one of the volumes of Burke’s
works. Upon this, a contest of
advertisements c¢nsued between
Burke’s executors and the book-
scller, which 1t may be worth
while to record in a more perma-
nent work than a newspaper.

‘ ¢ I.ondon, Jan. x7, x809.

* An advertisement having been issu-
ed by John Joseph Stockdale, book-

scller, of Pall-mall, announcing, as a
ff:h volume of Mr. Burke’s Works, a

A

Glcanings.

/
re-publication of “An Aecount of the
European Settlements in America,” the
executors of Mr. Burke think it neces-
sary to inform the public, that the above
mentioned ¢ Acéount” is not the compo-
sition of Mr. Burke. 1t was written by
two of his friends, and only received
from his hand some corrections and
finishing touches. Had it proceeded
from his pen, the office of incorporating
it with an edition of his works would
have been performed by his executors
themselves.>’

¢ I.ondon, Jan. 18, 1809.

« Burke’s Settlements 11 America,——
John Joseph Stockdale, bookseller, of
Pall-mall, having seen an advertisement
from the executors of Mr. Burke, in-
forming the public that Mr. Burke did
not write the elegamt ¢¢ Account of Eu-
ropean Secttlements in America,'” begs
leave to assure the public, that Mr.

- Burke received 50 guineas from Robert

Dodsley for the copy-right, as author of
that work. As Mr. Burke’s receipt
still remains among the documents of
Mr. Dadsley, this is better evidence of
the fact of Mr. Burke’s authorship than
the loose assertion of Mr. Burke’s exe-
cutors. The mneglect, not to say the
want of judgment, of Mr. Burke’s exe-
cutors, in not incorporating one of the
best books that Mr. Burke ever wrote
into their edition of his writings, only
evinces how unqualified they are, as wit-
nesses, with regard to a fact, which is
proved by Mr. Burke’s receipt, under
his ewn hand, remaining as on record.”

No. XXIX.
Lourteen Senses in which Thirty-
nine Articles may be subscribed.

The thirty-nine articles of the
church of England, were wisely
and graciously cstablished by
royal authority ¢ for avoiding of
diversities of opinioms and for
the establishing of consent touch-
ing true religion.”” These arti-
cles every clergyman is bound to
subscribe ;—the more fortunate
cleigy subscribe them more’ than
once, or at every new turn of
good fortunc; adding to sub-
scription, - on induction into 2
living, a verbal declaration of
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assent and consent to all and eve- XIV. In no serse, or as non-
ry one of the articles. Edifying sense; in which sense the major-
picture of peace and unityl A ity perhaps subscribey alledging
multitude of Christians, all of that it is well known to those who
the same mind, and speaking the rececive their subseriptions, that
same thing! Not so exactly. they know nothing about the ar-
The clergy have not been content ticles or do not believe them, and
with subscribing, but have vindi- that therefore they deceive mo.
cated their subscription; and body. | \/
~from themselves it appears that  The subject i1s two serious for
the articles are subscribed by them raillery. Let us drop it, express-
in no less than fourteen different ingabhorrence of political church-
SENses. - ' men, and sincere pity for such of

I. In the sense of the impos. the clergy as are enquiring, ho-
ers. - | ~ norable and conscientious.

II. In the sensc of the com-

lers, ©

IIT. In their strict, obvious
and literal meaning.

IV. In any sense which the
words will bear, consistently
with the subscribers® interpreta-
tion of scripture.

V. As articles of peace.

No. XXX.
Countries compared.

Germany, says M. Montes-
quieu, who was a great traveller
as well as a multifarious writer,
is only fit to travel 1n, Italy to
reside 4n, England to think in,

and Francc to live 1n.

VI. As true in general, and No. XXX1.
sufficiently so for their intention, Profitable Patients.
though not true in every particue Boerhaave ‘always called the
lar propostition. poor his best partients, for God,

VII. Asfar as they are agree- said he, is their pay-master.
able to the word of God.
VIII. As far as they are fun- No. XXXII.
damental articles of faith, neccs- ¢¢ Strange’Providences,’> or Pu-
sary to salvation. ritan Meracles.
IX. On the authority of ITow easily we believe what we
ethers. wish, what accredits our opinions
X. In any sense which ap- and strengthens our party! Rich-
proved doctors of the church ard Baxter was an honest man

have aflixed to them. ~and yet he believed as well as re-
. hL As mere forms of admis- corded the folowing stories, The
sion into an office. family name of the parties to the

~XII. In Paley’s sepse, as ori- Jatter story would suggest a sus-

ginally intended to exclude only picion that Baxter was gulled and

three classes of men from the imposed upon, by what in modern

Chlll'Ch, viz. Pdpi&'té’, Puritans daYs would be called a Aoax.

and Anradbaptists. <« When prince Rupert put the inha-
XIII. In the sense of the bitants of Boltom, in Lancashire, to the

e sword, (men, women and children
members of the church, though an infant escaped alive, and was foun’c)l

different from that expressed i lying by her father and mother, who
¢ articles, were slain in the streets; am-old womap

.
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*tock up the child and carried it home
and put it to her breast for warmth,
{h:ving not had a child herself of about
' 80 years);. the child drew milk, and so
much, - that the woman nursed it up
with her breast-milk a good: while.
The commirttee desired some women to
try her, and they found it true, and that
she had a considerable proportion of milk
for the child: If any one doubt of this,
they may yet be resolved by Mrs. Hunt,
wife to Mr. Rowland Hunt, of Harrow
on the Hill, who hLving then in Man-
chester, was onc of them that by the
comunittee was desired to try the wo-
man, and who baib oft tuld 1t me, and is
a credible, gedly, discreet gentlewo-
man. The maid herself thus nursed up,

lived afterwards in London.” Baxter’s
Life and Times. Fol. p. 46.

« That worthy servant of Christ, Dr,

‘Teart, who being put to fly suddenly

with his wife and children from the fury
of the Irish rebels, in the night without
provision; wandered in the snow out
of all ways upon the mwountains, till
Mrs. Teat, having no suck for the child
in her arms and he being ready to die
with hunger, she went to the brow of a
rock to lay him down, and leave him
that she might not see him die; and there
in the snow out of all ways where no
footsteps appeared, she found a suck-
bottle, full of new, sweet milk, which
preserved the child’s life.”” Ib. 46.

-

POSTSCRIPT TO CHRISTIAN POGLYTHEISM FU‘R,THER DEFENDEB®B,
BY Ci1ARICLO.

et

If the opinion of your corres-
pondent S. that Scthoa and He-
zekiah ave different persons, were
ever so well founded, this would
not atfect the main proposition of
Chariclo, that hero-worship s
authorized by scripture, and was
practiced in the temple of Jerusa-
lem: it would only aficet the
date of its introduction, and re-
duce the evidence for its antiqui-
ty to the proofs contained 1n the
book of Ecclesiasticus.

The question however, whether
Scthon and Hezekiah be identical,
may deserve a few more words.
¢¢The Egyptians, says Michaelis,
had among their many divinities,
one, to whom they ascribed the
creation of the world, who in
their own language was called
Plithas, and Knuf, and by the
Greeks Iefaistos, Now as the
Jews ascribed to their God the
creation of the world, the Egyp-
tians mistook the god of the Jews
for iheir own demiurgos, and call-
ed him Phthas, i. e. Hefaistos,

or Vulean.”” With this sanction

from Michaelis, Chariclo makes
no diﬂicult\y at all (as S. amusing-
ly expresses it) of transforming
Vulcan into Jehovah. -
Chariclo relies still moré on
some arguments which have been
advanced in the Critical Reyiew,
(vol. xxxix. p. .366.) in behalf

of the propositions, that the fire-

worship of the Medes and Persians
was cmblematic, and really ad-
dressed to the God of the umverse;
that the descendants of Abraham
always continued -a worship,
which their fathers had brought
from Chaldea; and that the Jews
were at every period of their his-
tory, as-far as respects the supreme
God, of the same religion with
Cyrus and Darius Hystaspis.
‘The Greeks always speak of the
Persians as fire-worshippers ; and
sceing in the temples of the Jews,
the shekinah cmployed as the
cmblem of divinity, they in like
manner attributed a fire-worship
to the Jews; and thercfore sup-
posed their own god of fire, or Vul-
can, to be identical with Jehovah.
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XVith respect to the destruction
of the Assyrian army by mece,
that is the inference of Herodotus
from the symbol held by the sta-
tue. Now it appears from 1 Sa-
muel, (v1. 4.) that a mouse was
the ecmblem of dysentery; Hora-
pollo says (§ 50.) of disappear-
ance; in either of which senses
this hieroglyph was applicable.

Iere is then in the bible, He-
zekiah attacked by Sennacherib,
and delivered by the god Phthas,
who overwhelms the army with
sudden destruction,—here is also
in Herndotus, Sethon attacked
by Sennacherib,”and delivered by
the god Phthas, who overwhelms
the army with sudden destruction
—is it not obvious that the same
prince must be designated ?

CRITICAL REVIEW.

For the Monthly Repository.

The Anti-jacobin Magazine of
last month calls on the orthodox
clergy to hunt down the Critical
Review, as the most efficacious of

Having been favoured with a
pecp at a proof-sheet of the en-
suing Appeundix to the Critical
Yeview, I wish to refer those of

your correspondents, who are
about to discuss the miraculous
conception, to ‘the propositions
concerning it, advanced in a cri-
tique of Paulus’s Commentary on
the New Testament. ‘

the Unitarian literary journals:
surcly a little counter-protection
should ‘be given by your readers

and correspondents.
A Friend to Free Discussion.

MR. yVYVILL’s INTENDPED. PETITION. -

—

[The subject of the following communication is of so much importance, at the
present moment, that we deem it right to insert our correspondent’s letter, though
with someinconvenience to ourselves, and at the risk of excluding matter that has
been promised to the reader. Whether it be right or wrong that the Dissenters
should again petition the Legislature for the relief of their consciences in
any mode, it is clear that they ought not to petition without due consideration .
and such discussion as shall diselose the sentiments of the body at large. For this
reason a certain nymber of pages shall be set apart, in the next number of the
Montury REPOsITORY, for this subject. Papers on general topics must give
way to those which relate to the immediate interests of mankind. Before the
first day of June, ‘Mr. Wyvill’s petition may have been presented to the Honse of
Commons, but prabably the debate; to which it will give rise may not have ceased,
and certainly the interest which it cannot fail to excite in the public mind will not
have wholly subsided. It is only necessary to add that no communications on this
subject will be certain of insertion after the 10th of May. |

April 22, x18oqg. :

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

EDITOR.]

- London,

SIR, April 20, 1809.
~ That the present age has made
altainments in knowledge une-
qualled by any that has preceded
', 15 a fact, which those proba-

VoL, 1v,

bly who are most able to judge,
will be, most disposed to admit.
That every such advance must
be favourable to the best interests.
of every community, and be the
means of introducing liberal and

| 2 E
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equal laws, with integrity in the
administration of themy, will I
trust be exhibited in the history
of our country. | | |

I bhave been much gratified by
hearing of the petition about to
be presented to the House of Com-
mons, prepared by the Rev. Mr.
Wyvill, praying a repeal of all
those penal and disqualifying laws,
which operate against those who,
‘1n the exercise of private judg-
ment in matters of religion, disa
sent from the established religion,
and which are a disgrace to ocur
statute book.

That the present times arc most
auspicious to agitate the claims
of those who are suffering under
the unjust influence of .these
laws, the revival of a spirit of en-
quiry and resistance to long-prac-_
~ tised abuses, occasiened by late
public discussions and discoveries,
renders highly probable. The
total indifference te the public
interest, which has characterized
the past ten years, whether as it
regarded the civil or religious
rights of men, begins now to be
shaken off, and if the great body of
Dissenters now appear as claim-
ants of those just rights and pri-
vileges, from which they have
been so long excluded, I trust
their appeal will not bLe quite in
vain, though it should not be at-
tended with all the success we
wish. '

It has been asserted, that as
these are rights of which we ought
never to have been deprived, so it
is lessening the dignity of our
cause, to make application for
their restoration, and that the
~ petition of Mr. Wyvill and others,

as the petition of members of the-
established church, will have
better ghance of bemg attended

Mr. W:y.m'll’s Intended Petition.

to, they having no personal in.
terest in the application, but what
i1s common to every member of
the community; while the inter-
vention of the Dissenters would
be stigmatized as founded in seclf-
interéft. '

But surely the argument the
opposers of the petition will de.
rive from the silence of the Dis-
senters, will be much more plau.
sible, when they urge, and :they
will hardly fail so to do, in'reply
to Mr. W., that under the influ-
ence of these laws the empire has
attained to great prosperity, una.
nimity every where existing; and
that it is wise to let that alone,
which experience has not proved
to be incompatible with the exist.
ence of so much good, as those
most interested are quite silent
upon the subject, and from theig
silence it may be inferred they are
not very "dissatisfied. - This con-
sideration, combined with what |
decm the favourable temper of the
public mind, induces me to look
upon the design of the Committee
of Deputies of the Protestant
Dissenters, to agitate the expe-.
dicncy of a petition to t.he House
of Commons, to repeal these ob-
noxious laws, with great satis-
faction, and to anticipate from
their intelligent counsels the mbst
favourable result; and, as faras
I am able, I wish to arouse the
attention of our Unitarian bre-
thren, who I hope will always
prove themselves the zealousadvo-
cates of everyfmeasure, that tends
to the increase of a liberal Chris-
tian spirit, that would extend to
all the charity and good-will
which our great “founder has
taught us most anxiously to cul-
tivate: and in this undertaking
I trust that not only cvery Disseb-
3
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ter, but that many enlightened
members of the established church
will cordially co-operate; - that
while we are making pretensions
to greater knowledge than our
fore-fathers, it may not be found
to be knowledge of that spurious
kind, whose beneficial influence
is to be sought any where, rather
than in the useful and philanthro-
pic endeavours of its possessors.
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- That this opportunity will not
pass without another appeal to
the legislature, for the restitution
of these riglits and privileges,
which a numerous and respecta-
ble part of the community have
so long been deprived of, or that
this appeal will not be-heard ii
vain, is the sincere wish of, Sir,
Your’s, &ec.
G.

-

= —,

ap— -

BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

STRICTURES QN THE

IMPROVED VERSION.

—

One of the principal causes
why Archbishop Newcome and

his editors have so little succceded

in translating the N. T., especi-
ally the epistolary part of it; was
their seeming inattention to the
peculiav circumstances on -which
the cpistles are founded. They
appear to have thcught that those
“who were illumined by the wis-
dom of God, were the only
authors of antiquity who wrote
without the ordinary intelligence
of men, or without that proprie-
ty and pertincncg which subsist
between other compositions and
the occasions that had called them
forth., A great portion of the
cpistles might be cited in illustra-
tion of this remark. At present
I subjoin the following from 1 Ti.
mothy, 5. 20-—25. ¢¢ 'T'hose that
sin- rebuke before all, that others
also may fear. I charge thee in
the presence of God and of the
Lord Jesus Chuist, and of the
chosen messengers, that thou ob-
serve these things without preju-
dice, doing nothing by partiality.
Put thine hands hastily on no
Mman: and partake not in the sins

judgment,

of others. XKeep thyself pure.
Drink no longer water: but use
a liftle wine, becausc of thy sto-
mach and thy frequent infirmities.
The sins of some men are mani-
fest before hand, going before to
but some men they
follow after.”? N

How inadequately this repre.
sents the original, your rcaders
may judge from the following
observations. ‘The men who first
corrupted the gospel were exceed-
ingly depraved, being guilty of
the grossest enormities in celew
brating zke love feast. ‘The base
practices of those men were the
origin of the calumny indiscrimia
natcly urged against its faithful
votaries, that they put out the
Lights, in their festivals, and ina
duiged in fornication, adultery
and even incest. It was to repel
this caluinny that Luke, on say.
ing Paul continued his discourse
until midnight, states the followa-
ing apparently insigniticant fact,
And there were many lamps, where
we wert assembled. Acts xx, 8.
The crimes of which the imposa
tors were thus guil'y, the apostle
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calls upon. Timothy to shun.
¢ Partake not in the sins of others.
Keep thyself pure. Drink no
longer water, but use a little
wine,’> &c. To avoid all grounds
~of being accused of intemper-
ance in their feasts, the faithful
converts either used water alone
~or with a small mixture of wine:
and to this custom Paul here al-
ludes. His words are to this ef-
fect, ¢¢ Avoid by all means the
impurities of the dececivers: but
run not into the opposite extreme
of declining the moderate use of
wine, as It is necessary for thy
weak constitution.”’ o
Moreover, the impostors being
Pharisees and Sadducees of the
“higher classes were men of some
‘rank and education; and their
influence ‘operated powerfully to-
~wards screening them from the

infamy and reprehension which-

they so justly merited.  Paul
therefore enjoins on Timothy to
reprovc themi-—and to reprove
~them in public as an example to
_ deter others, without any bias
from fear or partiality. 1In order
to animate him to the impartial
~ discharge of this painful duty,
"~ Paul carries him in imagination
to the solemn -place where God
holds his court in administering
human affairs; and where, aided

as it were by his Son and those

superior angels who are honoured
with his more immediate presence
and confidence, be is preparing
for the great day of judgment,
when he shall punish the sins
and reward the virtues of men.
“¢ I charge thee in the presence of

God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

and’of the ministefing angels, that
thou observe these things without
prejudice, doing nothing by par.
flality.” - ,
‘The deccivers taught that they

Strictures on the Improved Version.

were to be saved &y grace, "and
not by good works. They there.
fore, as the apostle clsewlierc
expresses  himself, consistently
enouzh gloried in their shame.
All however were not equally
indecent and profane.. Some
among them, if not at least less
criminal, wished to conceal their
crimes from ~the world. The
apostle represcnts . the former as
already 1n the custody of Al.
mighty justice, and led away, as
it were, by their crimes to that
awful tribunal where God presides
and where the Lord Jesus and the
superior angels are cmployed in
administering his decrecs:  the
offences of the latter, however

concealed from the world, he in-

sinuates will then be made public:
““ The sins of some nmren being bee-
fore known lead them on- to
judgmeént: others of them their
sins follow ;” which 1s to this ef-
fect. ¢¢ The sins of some mén
being already known, and previ-
ously to the day when all the
transactions of men shall be dis-
closed, cousign them to public
reprobation and to that' punish-
ment which awaits them' at the
hands of God : the sins of others
unknown to men, are yet seen
by God and rccorded by liis ang
gels, and however concealed at
present from the world, they will
be revealed in the day of judg-
ment: they will then be sum-
moncd, as it were, from their ¢4
cret places and made to follow
their base authors before the
dread tribunal of Almighty jus-
tice.”?

The apostle emboldens Timothy
to condemn and excommunicate
those wicked men by representing
them as alrcady under the sep-
tence of God, and marked out.
for signal punishment,
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‘The ministering angels, or as
it is in the oniginal, Zke closen
angels, i. e. chosen to be the mi-
pisters and confidents of God are
the same with those, to whom
our Lord alludes in Mat. xviii,

. On this last passage, Mr.
Jones, in his Illustrutions, has the
following observation. ““ The Jews
chtertained the notion, derived
from their Pagan ncighbours, that
the care of every man from his
birth was consigned to one of
those superior beings, which they
called angels, but which the
Hcathens called demons. Of this
mythological opinion, our Lord
here avails himsclf, without
meaning to countenance it as
true, and inculcates by it the
duty of respecting the meanest,
if well disposed, among his fol-
lowers,  ¢¢ Take heed that ye de-
spise not onc of these little ones;
for I say unto you, that in hea-
ven their angels do always be-
hold the face of my Father, who
1s in heaven.”>  As if he had said:
““ For angels ¢f the highest or-
der, who - enjoy - the peculiar
honour of living in the presence of
God, are their guardians.” The
Oﬂice of these angels or demons,
according to some Cof the Heathen
phllOSOphers consisted in bringing
down from heaven the gifts of
the gods to men, and conveying
In return the thanksgivings and
requests of men to the gods. Di-
vested  of  their mythological
vell, the words are to this efiect,
‘“ Be
any of these little ones; for they
stand high in the estlmdtlon, and
enjoy the peculhar protection of
Almighty God.?” p. 370, 371, The
editors of the I. V. have render-
ed the phrase choscn 'messengers,
sUpposing it to mean the aposties.

ye careful not to dcespise-

105_
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By this the passage is robbed pot
only of its original beauty but of
its meaning: .
Grz(’cbac/z deserves great respect
for his candour and patient inves-
tigation. But the Editors, regard-
ing him as an oracle, from whose
dictate therc is.no appeal, have
on his authority not scrupled to

mangle some of - the soundest
parts of the N. T. This being a
fact of great moment 1 purpose,

Mr. Ldltor, to prove to you and
the public that Griesbach has by
altering, on many occasions,
corrupted the Greek text; and that
the authors of the Improved Ver-
sion, by following him, while they
claim superior light, have impli.
citly followed a guxde. who though
not blind, was often in the dark.

"One instance of this corruption

we have alrcady seen in Tim. i.
4.; and I procced again to state
another, in which: he has been
still more glaringly unsuccesstul.
I allude-to 1 Tim. iii, 16. where
‘o¢ 1s introduced for Ssos. That
the former is not the true reading
is demonstrable from  the follow-
ing reasons. ‘Og violates the usage
of the language,—it oblitcrates
every vestige of the apostle’s
meaning,—it contradicts the au-
thority of the ancient manuscnpcq
The lclatxve 05, when it stands
for ‘o515 or ‘oooc, that 1s, when it
points out only an unknown in..
dividual, may 1mply the ante-
cedent in itself, and thus be a
nominative case to two or morve
succeeding verbs; but this1s nca
ver the case when the subject s
intended to be quite definite.  If
were the genuine readimyg,
the nominative case would be an,
ly so far determinced as to mean
some unkrown individual, whilc
the verbs in the succeeding clausces
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all suppose-that individual to be

Christ. - This is an incongruity

~that would betray in the apostle

a gross ignorance of the’Janguage
he used, and a strange ¢éonfusion
in his ideas. Literally rendered his
words would be these, ¥ Without
controversy great is the mystery
of godhiness, who was manitested
in the flesh.”? Is it credible that
the inspired penman could have
written in this manner?

The reading of Griesbach per-
verts the meaning of the apostle,
which here, as in all other ob.
scure places 1s, founded on the
-adverse tencts of the 1mpostors.
Those men concealed their doc-
“trines in mystery, and thus im-
parted them for large sums to
their followers. They maintained
that Christ being really a god,
and in appearance only a man,
was exempt irom the corrupt na-
ture of matter; that he was not
really crucified; that he did not
rise from the dead, and that if he
rose, he ought to have trium-

phantly shewn himself to his ene-

miecs, and be received by the
wholc nation. In allusion to the
notion of the deceivers that
Christianity was a mystery, the
apostle says to this effect: ““The
gospel which inculeates a. virtu-
ous and godly life, and is there-
fore by way of eminence called
godliness, may I allow with the
deccivers who corrupt it, and
who make it but a cloak of wx-
godliness, be regarded as a great
mystery.””  He then proceeds to
!

Improved Version.
4

give an example of this concessi.
on; . and taking mystery to mean
a _figure of speech, he places it
in those very points which his op.
ponents denied.  Adopting . the
ideas of the objectors as a basis
in his mind, he constructs upon
it the metaphorical language to
which he has bere given the name
of mystery. Thus, ¢¢1f Chnst,
by having a real flesh and blood,
inherited, as the false brethren say,
a corrupt and perishable nature,
yet by his triumph over death,
he proved himself divine; 1if his
judges condemued him as a ma-
lefactor, the spirit of God ac.
quitted him, justifying his claims
by raising him from the grave;
it he was not uiumphantly scen
by the men who killed him, bhe
was seen by angcls*; 1f he was
not embraced by the Jews at large
as a saviour, he was proclaimed
and Lelieved as such by the Gen.-
tile world; and finally, if in dis-
grace he ascended the cross, he
ascended to heaven in glory.”
Here it is to be admitted that
the apostle gives to Christ the
title of Szos Geod, but by this he
marks him in opposition to gag§
Slesh (the principle of corruption
and decay,) as triumphant over
dcath and immortal : and this 18
a meaning which the ~term 10
Greek often bears. It is further
to be remarked that the apostle
prefixes to this application of
Seos the word mystery, and thus
leads his readers to consider the
language as metaphorical, and

* Meaning the apostles and others who having embraced and become minis-

ters of the gospel, are here called angcls.

The sensc of the apostle is, « Though

Christ did not shew himself after’his resurrection to all his enemies, he shewed
himself to all those whom he had chosen and commissioned to preach the gospel.
And these were sufficiently numerous and competent to verify the fact.” The
writer chose angels to aggrandize his subject, and to give it that mysterious aif,

which he wished to illustrata.
asinthe 1.V, -

His design is reversed by rendering it moessergerd
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therefore not true in the strictest
sense. ) '

~ Finally, ‘o5 contradicts the au-
thority of the ancient MSS. Most
of these read Jzos. - It 1s not tfrue
that the Alexandrian supports
the other reading. All that- can
be said is that, from the si-
militude of writing the old form
‘ec to the abbreviated form of Secs,

it 1s uncertain which 1s the true

reading of that MS. The as-
sertion tha.t ¢¢ all the old versions
bhave who or whick,”’ 1s equally
incorrect. ‘T'he Arabic reads Jeos 3
and 1if the Syriac and Athiopic
rccommend ‘s or ‘o, it is because
they might consider 1t as the rela-

tive of the Living God in the pre-
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ceding verse, which would be a
false constructxon. Equally erro-
neous 1s the inferenceinsisted upon
that the early fathers did not read
Seos. Their comments and their
quotations, which were generally
made from memory, and therew
fore not to be depended upon,
contain or imply the true read.

ing; and all to be concluded is,
that they understood the passage
better than modern critics. In-
deed this note of the Editors’ is a
surprising instance of the want of
correctness and candour in repre-
senting the state of the ancient
copies.

THEOLOGUS.

- BIBLICAL QUERILES.

~

Ist. Is it not probable
that St. Paul, for some time after
his con\mslon and appointment
‘to the apostolic office, regretted
to find that his labours wcre so
much restricted to the Gentiles?
or 11 other words, that he wished
himself to be a Jewzs/e rather than
a Gentile apostle?

Qu. 2nd. Allowing the affirm-
ative of this question, might not
Romauns ix. 3. be translatcd
ty correctly, and literally in all
Its terms, in the following para-
phrastic Version? viz. < por I
sontinued,’” a long while after my
ordination to the apostleship,
‘“ to wish> that Christ had ap-
pointed
apostle [more literally—* to wish
myself to be an off-set by
Christ] ¢ for’’ the sake of “my
brethrem, mry kinsmen, according
to the flesh.” P. K.

pret-

[separated] me to be an’

N. B. This Version was made
beforec P. K. had seen the Hvo.
meric rescarches of Dr. Bandinel
and Mr. Wakeficid; and the
principles of it are these, viz.—
(1st.) The verb "Huxyounv seems
to express a continued wish: (2nd.)
The word Avafenz ‘denotes a per-
son or thing, and that he, she or
¢t is *‘ separated,’-—*¢¢ set asnde,”

—¢¢ set apart,”’ ¢ ordained” or
‘“ appointed,”’”> &c. ecither for a
good or bad use, oflice or employ-
ment: and (3rdly.) the phrase
Awo T8 ocpisle is supposed to be
the -proper Greek expression of
the agent or doer in licu of an
ablative preposition, and an aba
lative case, the latfer of which
doth not occur in the Greek, as
it doth in the Latin language.
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CHARICLO’S TRANSLATION OF 2 COLOSS. 18. REPLY TO a

Pl

QUESTION AT PAGE 134.

For the Monthly Repository. |

Chariclo is for rendcring the
first clausc of the 18th verse of
the 2d chapter of the Epistle to
the Colossians, thus: Lef no one,

who 2s humbly disposed to angel-
worship, find you wanting in re-
ciprocity. .

oS T e e S — v ——
REVIEW,
€ STILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.”
| Pore.
e A ———
ArT. I. The New Testament, in an Improved Version, upon the

Basis (y‘ " Archbishop Newcvme’s New T'ranslation : with a corrected

Zext, ard Notes Critical and Explaatory.

Royal 8vo. pp. 640.

Two DMaps. 16s. 1808. J. Johnson amd Longman and.Co.

London.

In our last number we had in
view to lay before our readers,

what appeared to us the most

important considcrations respect-
ing the tert of the Improved
Version®*. We omitted however
to state, that the second chapter
of the second Epistle of Peter is
inscerted 1o italics, without any

external evidence whatever agalnst

the genuinencss of the passage,
scparatec from that against the
genuineness of the epistle itself.
We should bhave mentioned the
circumstance, as a farther con-
firmation of our opinton, that
more explanation should bave
been afforded respecting the i1ta-
lics; in particular, that the read.
cr should have been 1nformed,
that they are not mcant to indi-

ate the degree or the ground of

doubt respecting the genuineness
of a passage.

We now: proceed to make some
remarks respecting the transietion
itself. In this part of our object,
though we may occasionally no-
tice the rendering of the primate,

our attention will be particularly

directed to the alterations made
upon his Version. We . find from
the Introduction § .1. that the come
mittee assumed as - a principle,
““ that no alteration ‘should be

made 1n the Primate’s Transiation,

but where it appearcd to be ne-
cessary to the correction of error,
or inaccuracy in the text, the
language, the counstruction, or
the scuse.,”  We do not know
whether our readers will fecl any
surprize - when we¢ inform them
that the number of the alterations

% We must beg our readers’ excuse for our deferring to a future number the state-
ment of the iastances in which the I. V. leaves Griesbach’s ‘T'ext, as exhibited 1n
‘his second edition. It requires mere time to prepare it than we have yet been able

to give to the object.
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actually made amounts to about
750. Many of these are in cases
of frequent occurrence, such as
teacher for master, N.— Hosanna
for Save now, N. &c. A large
proportion of the alterations arise
from employing Newcome’s mar-
ginal rendering, or omne proposed
in his notes, instead of that in his
text; and several from the changes
nmade in Griesbach’s second edi-
tion. Ata random calculation,
these may reduce the number, to
about 400 independent alrerati-
ons. Our readers will not expect
that we should examine the whole
of these separately. In our esti-
mation the Editors have in gene-
ral been very successful in i1m-
proving upon their basis; and we
cannot therefore hesitate in say-
ing, that the Improved: Version
1s, by far, the most faithful and
intelligible version of the Chris-
tian scriptures, in at least the
English language. In some very
important points the Editors have
made improvements which will
remove the difficulties unnecessa-
rily felt by the unlearned recader;
and in numerous other instances,
by apparently small, but in reali-

ty valuable, altcrations, they
have decidedly improved their
basis in “'the language, con-
struction, or sense.” In exam.

ining the alterations individually,

the reader will perhaps not unfre-

quently meet with cases, in which
they do mot correspond with his
own ideas; and he will also
S¢¢ many other passages left unal-
tred, where he may think that
Sreat and decided improvements
might have been made. And if
Persons dwell upon these things,
they may bring themselves into a
belief; that no improvement has
¢“n made upon Newcome's trans-
VoL, 1v, 2
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lation; but we persuade our-
selves, that if candid judges will
form their opinion, not upon a
few indevidual cases, but upon
the general character of the al-
terations, it will accord with the

judgment which we have already

expressed. After the remarks in
our preceding numbers, we shall
not be suspected of advocating
the cause of the Editors when we
say, that, in justice to them and
their labours, the friends of the
cause ought not to indulge them-
selves'in ¢¢ sweeping eensures’’ of
the I. V. but should content
themselves with stating the parti-
culars in which they are dissatis-
fied. The present benefit of the
reader, and the future improve.
ment of the Version, would alike.
be consulted by this plan; and the
examination to which it would
give rise, would in other respects

§. i)

‘be advantageous.

The Editors (Introd.

express their intention of noticing

in every instance the rendering of
Newcome where they leave it. In

almost all cases they bave done
so; but in some few places they

have left it uncertain what is
Newcome’s rendering, or even
have altogether omitted to state
it. Upon a very careful collation
of the two Versions made for us
by a young f{riend, we helieve
that the following are the only
passages in which such doubtful

or unnoticed departures occur:

Matt. vi. 7. x. 23, 24. xi. 27.

xiii. 39, 40, 49. (where N. has
world,) xviii.
(where N. retains the reading of

3, 17. xix. 17.
the R. T. and P. V.) xxiii. 10.
xxiv. 23. xxvi. 4. xxvii. 53.
Mark i. 4. vi. 13. v1i1. 37. x. 35.
xv. 6. Luke i. 32. 35. 1iv. 38.
v. 32. x11, 50. xix. 3Y. xx. 21,
F

!
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28- xxd, 7. x31i. 11. (ip thelast
five.passages N. has Master,).Jolkn
1, 12. (power tobecomes N..) 1, 17,
(N, has came, and rgtaips the
common order of the Verses,) 1.
25 . 1. 13. (who ways, in heaven,
N.). v. 35. (He was a burning,
N x- 29. xii. 37. xwv. 22.
(Rzse, N.). xviii. 8, 20, 2. xix.
1. xx, 19. dcts, ive 16, viil.
32. Xxiv. 17. xvi. 31. Rom. iv.
-28. 1%. 8. (as.capcernipg the flesh,
N.) 1.Cor. iv, 9. ix. 20. xv. 37.
2.Con. viil, 9. (though—r~—mr~he
became poor, N.) Gal.1. 10, v.
21. Epk.vi. 21. Hebrn. vi. 10,
viie 6. x._34. xii. 3. xii. 26. (ham
that utiered the oracles of Goadon
egnthy, muchmore we shall not esy
cape,. if we reject -him. who, was
Jfram heaven, N.). 1 John 1. 2.
Rev. xiv. 7. xxio 10,———In most
of,. these. instances, the; variation is
" gompletely unimpostanat;- but 1
some as will be ohvions tothereads
er, the change should-haye been ve-
ry: carefully noticed :. we particu.
larly refer to Matt. xail. John, iii.
18. Rom, ix. 5. 2Cor, viii. 9. and
Hebr. xi1. 25,. No oge can sup-~
pose that the omission arose from
any, want, of fidelity -or of respect
to Newcome’s opinion, who, ch-
serves the minuteness with which
viariations, are noticed, and the
numerous, ingtances; in. which a
preference is, given to his. own
renderings, where yet an. altera-
tion i1s made in, the texf.

We arc not. aware that, atten-
tion has begen paid by the Editors
te. Newcome’s. Emendanda. These
should syrely have lbeen used. as
his. text; and departures. from
them noticed. In Matt. 1. 1. we

should then probably have had,

_ % In this and several other caggs, a similar_departure had been noticed a short
time before; however the omission makes N.

renderings.

Revzes.~~Improved Kensignof \the New Teslamant.

a.4able of “the genealogy s eh. i,
27, and struck qgainst that houge;
1 Pet. iv. 19. the kegping of their
lives to- him by well duing. A few
ather small  alterations. ate stated
in the emendanda, -

In our farther examinafiqn of
the L. V. we. shall first notice
those, passages. which are of mst
impostance with respect to dac-
trine; and DExt point: out the
chief of those rendetings which at
present appear to..us exgceptiona.
ble. We.shall then make a few
observations, respecting. the divi.
sions, the. punctuation, and the
grammafical correctngsy of the
Version, o
- The introduction to  John’
Gospel, -is the first, instance we
meet withy, ip which the Improved
Version takes a decidedly.different
direction, from Newcome’s, with
respect . to the chief controverted
poing: between, the Unitapians and
their. gpponents., In. the general
rendecing of this, passage n. the
I. V. weg. cardially, agreg. . It 1
well known to. mest. of quy, read-
ers, that some emincni and ex-
cellent. men have. sypppses: that
the. Logos of John mgaps, the
wisdom, of God. Sepayately,from
the interhal evidence against, this
rendering, the. extgraal s quite
sufficient to averthrow it. We
helieve that, there 1§ 2o sqm:iptul"fll
autherity far it ; and, gre certan
that. there is a,great deal aganst
it,  Against the common, repder

‘ing the verbal evidence is, almast

equally, strong ; and the ggneml
tenor of the, scriptuyal evidence -
decides. the point, Faor the. ren
dering in- the I. V.. there is abub-
dant justification, bath, as to als

appcar SDYnsjvhat; capx"iciouel in his
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most every sépiarate part  of it,
and-as-to the spirit of the whole.
‘To us it has Yoig appeared, that
this passage, so far from being a
proef of the divinity of our ‘Sa.

viour, 1s perfectly accortfen®t with®

the doctrime-of his simple buman-
ity: and T one part beést suits
that dodttine (vs. 14.) We do
not dehly that, if the doc¢trine of
his divinity be proved from scrip-
ture, this passage will admit of
an interpretation acécordant with
it ; but maintain that of itself it
proves nothing. The chief diffi-
culty rests in the first verse;
“ The word was in the beginning.”
On this rendering the apostle
seems to #dsert that the word cr-
wsted at the beginnimg of the gos-
pel dispensation. - Of this diffi-
culty, we regret that the Editors
have taken no notice. 'To us it
appears probable, that the evah-
gelist, full of his subject, began
somewhat abruptly, and mréant as
follows, ¢¢Jn the beginhing' he
was the word.”—¢¢ A god™ souhds
te us very awkward, and we sup-
pose 1t does to most redders; but
it is assuredly ¢orrect. We do not
aflirm that it is necéssary so toren.
der the original; but it is as faith-
ful as any other rendering, and itis

required by the idiom of our own

language, which appropriatées the
word ‘God, when used without dan
article or dependent noun, to the
Supreme Being.—In vs. 10. we
should have preferred ¢ the world
became  enlighfened by him'y
agreceably to a frequent use of
yvoeas by this evangelist, to de-
note change of state. Perhaps it
may be said that the same fen-
dering best syits vs. 14. % and
thef word became fleshy” “if it
coultt™be proved that the I.dgus

Wis 8 pre.existent.or divite being, - an . inteétpretati
translates the ‘passtige; *¢ before

whicke becdme (hot wak whtted twith

or diwelt i7) may, this fendering
would undoubtedly 'be the best.i
But we nndst ilot forget our office;
and we shull onty observe ‘tlrat
M. Stmrpson (in his Essays on'the
Larttguage of ‘Scriptire,) pointsont
three tstances (not one héwevér
in thie writings of ‘this apostle)
in which he'intimates thativsa
is used in the sense of propér
creation, viz. James iii. 9. Hebi.
xi. 3. iv. 8. 'Fhe first and third
of thiese appear to be in ‘points
the secohd 8 not: ‘howéver,
(though they in o way afftct the
arpument in this case, i ‘which
Mr. S. and the 1. V. agtee,) these
instantesd render it necessary to
qualify a little the asbertions i
the notes on vs. 3. respecting the
™. T. use of the wdird yivopat.—
On the whole, the tex't and hotes
of this passape, we consider a5
very just afid importaht., -
~In Johm i. 15, 30. we fikd
¢ for he is %y iy piiteipal.”
We have little 16 object to ‘th¥s
rendering, éxcept that it hégleéts
the “timte of the vexb: * for he
was iny principal ot chief,”” 'would
have been Mmore literal. Weé e%e
pected to have seén i the hote &
justification of - this depaftufe
from th¢é ofiginal. -

In the noted- passage ih John,
vili. 58. we ate fully satisfred
that the pronoun ke is to be supe
plied. We only wonder that
doubt has ever existed on this
point. As to the time of the
verb yevesSe, the case is less
clear; and we should have beeh
glad to have scén in the hoteat
lcast, a feferehce to the Theolo-
gical Repositofy, vol. iv. p. 848,

‘Where a Wwriter Whb $ighs hissel{

Discipulus, offtrs scliie stfong
a‘rsumeﬁts‘ in favour of the
old Sotiniaw . intérpretation, anhd
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Abram shall be Abraham 1
am the Christ,” referring to the
signification of the word dbrakam,
the father of many nations.

The translation of John xuvii.
3. we deem exceptionable ;  that
they may know thee to be the
only true God, and Jesus thy
messenger o be the Christ.”
the general plan of rendering be
justifiable, we decidedly prefer,
¢¢ Jesus whom thou hast sent.”
Newcome says ‘¢ these words (Je-
sus Christ) seem.to be a gloss;’’
and though we have expressed
our hostility against critical con-
jecture, we must-~confess that we
should be well pleased to see evia
dence that they were added by
some transcriber as an explana-
tion. However there is no such
evidence that we know of; and
we must take things as we find
them. Now, though the sense
of the rendering in the 1.V, is
very distinct and satisfactory, we
want authority for the separation
of Iyoouy ocoisov. If the article
had been inserted between, as in
Acts v.- 42. (notwithstanding the
strong assertions of Mr. Middle-

‘ton on John xvii. 3.) we should

have considered it as justifiable;
as it at present stands, we think

the Primate’s version preferable.
~—Perhaps it is desirable to inform

the reader, that the words to be
in the first clause, should have

‘been in italics as well as those 1n

the second. |

In Acts iii. 13, 26. 1v. 27, 30.
we find the word servant intro-
duced from Newcome’s margin,
instead of som. In this change
there is scarcely room for doubt
that the Editors ate correct. The
original wais is indeed ambiguous;
and in several cases must be
(ranslated ckizld ; but no reason
appcars for the use of this word

If
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in reference to Jesus,.if it werg
to mean, the same with ‘vios s
continually employed. In Matt,
xil. 18. it is translated servant
in reference to Jesus in the Com.
mon Version; and in Acts iv. 25,
in reference to David. The other
passages in which the word occurs
in Luke’s writings are the follow-
ing: Luke 1. 54, 69: 1ii. 43.
vii, 7. viii. 51, 54. ix. 42. xii.
45. xv. 26. Acts xx. 12, in
all of which the word signifies
either servant or young per-
son. Some of our rcaders may
be glad to see the rest of the pas.
sages enumerated, in which the
word is employed ; and if they will
examine them, they will be satis.
fied that it has no necessary cone
nexion with the filial relation,
but refers to the age or condition
of _the individual: they are. as
follows, Matt. ii. 16. vii. 6, §,
13, xii. 18. xiv. 2. Xxvii. 18.
xxi. 15. Johniv. 51.

The rendering of Acts ix. ¥.
¢ who are called by thy name”
is we think justifiable as far as
the words are concerned, and
necessary in reference to the mat,
ter of fact. We should however
have been glad to see some farther
examination of this point in the
note on the passage.

The proper rendering of Rom.
ix. 5. will be regarded as doubt-
ful, so long as it is believed that
Paul would apply the appellation
€. God over all blessed for ever’
to the “ Mediator between God
and man, the man Christ Jesus,”
(1 Tim. ii. 5.) As there is no
unambiguous case in which this
apostle applies the epithet God to
Jesus; and as in two passages at
least, he speaksof him in.a man-
ner which precludes the idea/that
he regarded him as God, in the
strict semase of the teum, (ViZ
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¥ Tim. ii. 6. 1 Cor. viii. 5.)
still more that he regarded him
as God over all blessed for ever,
we ought, if his words will justly
admit of 1t, to interpret them
accordingly. Attempts have been
made, amd particularly by Mr.
Middleton, to show that the pas-
sage agreeably to the Greek idiom,
admits no other meaning than that
of the Common Vervrsion. Were
it so, it ought to be seriously
considered, which 1s the more pro-
bable, that the apostle contra-
dicted himself in a point of the
first magnitude, or that he erred
in a grammatical nicety. If we
allow that the invaluable writings
of Paul are best interpreted by
each other, no difficulty can ex-
ist: and we have no doubt, that
the first Christians felt no difficul-
ty, and that the now common in-
terpretation of the passage was
not known in the earliest ages of
the church. The matter of fact
is, that though the rendering of
the I.' V. supposes (what actually
is the case,) that there 1s consi-
derable abruptness in the apostle’s
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style of 'writing, yet it is perfect-~
ly accerdant with the gramma-
tical construction of the original.;
and as to the position of svioyyros,
on which some stress is laid, it is
to be observed that the doxology
1s at the close, and not at the
commencement of a sentence,
with clauses depending upon Q@cog,
as in other instances. S
- Here we find it requisite to
suspend our cxamination till the
next month. We are aware of
the length of our article; and to
some of our readers it must ap-
pear excessive; but there appears
to us no medium between a genea
ral judgment, and a minute exa-
mination. We shall endeavour
to finish what seems to us most
material respecting the transla--
tion itself in our next number;
and if room and time permit, -
shall add a few remarks on the
notes. QOur task 1s we find a
laborious one; but it seems hikely
to answer some valuable ends, ana
if these should be answered, we
shall ourselves besatisfied,and shall
hope for the excuse of our readers.

ArT. II.  Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the late Rev. W.

Wood, F. L. S. and Minister of
To which are subjoined an Address de-

at Mill Hiil, in Leeds.

the Protestant Dissenting Chapel,

livered at his Interment, on Tuesdey, April 5, and a Sermon,
on occasion of hkis Death, preached on Sunday, April 10, 1808.

Ry Charles Wellbeloved.

Frinted -at Leeds,
Longman and Co., 8vo. pp. 197.

for J. Johnson,

[Concluded from p. 163.]

‘There is no part of the volume
before us that we have read with
$0 much pleasure as the outline
of a course of lectures which, in
the year 1785, Mr. Wood began
to deliver to the younger part of his
g¢ongregation, and which occupied
several years. We lament that
we have not room even for an

?

abridgement of the full account
of them with which Mr. Wellbea
loved has here favoured the pub.
lic: it is an account, by which
we are persuaded, he will lay evea
ry student for the Christian minis.
try, evcry pastor of a congrega-
tion, every aflcctionate and ¢n-
lightened parent, inte whose hands
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these memoirs fall, under no
common. ob]wsmon. Mr. Wood

~was- vadomly, an impartial and
dilhgent ‘enquircr on~ theological
subjects: his plan, and occasion-
ally his sentiments, have an air
of . originality. However, with
the freedom which we trust, will
always characterize our review,
yet at the same time, with a con-
sciousness of our falhibility, we
shall assign reasons for dissenting,
1 one or two Iinstances, from his
conclusions.

¢« Of the common distribution of the
attributes of the

natural and moral, he disapproved.
This appeared to, him an inaccurate
division, founded on an improper pursuit
of the analocry of human nature, and
he therefore represented all the divine
perfections as alike natural to the divine
essence.””  p. 28.

It is true, the common divi-
sion is not merely inaccurate but
dangerous, if by the use of 1it,
we intend to convey an opinion
that goodness, 1n 1ts various mos-
difications, is not as nafurael to
the Decity as self-existence and
almighty power. But surely,
most persons who speak of the
divine attributes under the heads
of natural and moral attributes,
only mean by these terms, to
mark a distinction- between thosc
properties of his character which
have a moral quality, and- those
which are cither absuract or in-
rcllectual, between those which
“simply command awe and Trever-
ence and those which awaken
mingled reverence, love and gra-
titude. For this purpose, the
commmon distribution’ is casy and
convenient.  Absolutely correct
it may not be: neither is any
language that we can apply  to
sucly a subject, upon which we
are constrained, after all, to avail

great first cause into
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ourselves to a 'cohsiderable extént,
of the analogy of human nature,
Thre difference between Mr. Wood
and these who -employ the com.
mon division, seems on the whole
to be a verbal and .not a solid
difference. .

Still less are we satisfied with the
result of his attempts to improve
upon Mr. Farnrer’s definition of a
miracle. He speaks to his class of
the-writers -of this topic having
erred from pursuing the e prior:
method of investigation; ¢ first
setthng the character of a mira.
cle from what they supposed to
be the established naturé of things,
and then applying the facts to
this pre-conceived idea.” (p. 30.)
Now really, we are not aware
that the best writers on miracles,
at the head of whom stands the
learned name which we have just
mentioned, fall under this accu« °
sation, Mr. Farmer carefully
attended to the history of genuiné
and alledged miracles; and
thence he settled his definition of
a miracle, which definition is as
much the issue of observation
upon recorded facts as Sir Isaac
Newton’s definition of gravitation
was the issue of obscrvation upon

fucts that came within the notice

of his senses.  What Mr. Farmer
sapposes and requires, s that the
common course of nature be, 1n
some degree, understood 3 and-he,
with great. judgment, remarks
that a miracle, like every other
cvent, must have a specific na
ture, must possess some property
or othier which constitutes it a
miracle, and that till believers
and ‘unbelievers .agree what
miracles are, they wzll in vain
join- ‘issue  upén  the. quv:tmn
whether mitacles have been
wrought,  Tere = cevtalnly; s
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nothing like, the a ariorz me-
thod of investigation: we have
only ta. consult the pages of ‘his-
tory. and the boaok. of nature; and
these are spread before our eyes.
Not approving however of what
had been already done, Mr. Waod
« determined. to try. the better
methqd of mductmn, the method
so umiversally, and succe:.afull_y
adopted. by all natural philoso-
phers.»-—l“k: accordingly collcctul
and arranged, in four classe:x, all
the miracles recorded in the New
Testament. The firs¢ class con-
sisted of thaose in which Christ 1s
represented as the agent,—the se-
cond, of thase which had a clear-
]y express reference to him, but
in which he did not appear in
any respect as the agent—ihe
third, of those mnaculous cvents
in which the apostles appearcd in
some degree as agents, and the
Jfourth of thosc in which they
were not the agents, Lut the sub-
Jeets.”?  As. the sgquel to this
classification, we cxpected a pre-
‘cise and co.mprehenmve defrnitiomn.
In the absence of it, we have lit-
tle more than further division and
description.  Miracles are. first
divided" into two kinds, perfect
and.imperfect; and a perfeet mi-
ragle is stated ta be a propheey
instantaneously fulfilled: (pp. 31,
3?) Now this view of the. case
19 exposed to many objections:
We.cantent quﬁsclyq\a with taking
two. First, it-is totally irrecon-
cileable W1th the. texts which
speak. of Christ as, pgssessing apnd
cxercising power- ne less than
knowledge, with that, for example,
In which he says that ¢¢power is
gone out’’ of him,, and with the
- Very numerous. PBesages an. which
he describes himsclf as doing su-
-pernatural werks.. And, secandly,

3
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it leaves the term prophecy entire-
ly unexplained; whereas a pro-
phecy is itself a miracle, a mira.
¢le of knowledge, of knowledge,
as contra-distinguished from thn
generality of recorded miracles,
which are miracles of power.
We suspect that, in this instance,
Mri. Woad was led astray by his
habits of classification as a patu-
ralist, - |
Some communications upon tow

pics of theology he appears to

have made to his celebrated pre-
decessor. Ile bad requasted Dr.
Priestley to ¢ procure for him the
lean of Stephens’s folio edition of
the New Testament;’’ and his
correspondgnt observes to him iu
answer, “1 am %lad to find that
you have a turn for works of this
kind, There are too few of us
that have it. ‘T'he clcwy are tak-
ing the lead of us in. biblical
le;unmor But then th(y hdve
the means for it which we have
not, and. their subscriptious, &c.
tie up thcir hands from. other ine-
quiries,” We cannot forbeay to
notice_this very singular, not to
call it p;axado\lcal, manncr of
accounting tor the assumed fact.
Be it admltted that the cleror are
superior to the dissenting ministers
in. blblnca,l lcdrn\inu' and that
““ they have the means for it which
we have not.” All this we fully

understand, and inthe main can-

not controvert. But their sub-
scriptions, - &c. without doubt,
have a tendency and effect the
very oppasite of what is ascribed
to them by Dr. Priestley, Ior
the most part, they tie up their
hands from theological and bibli-
cal inquiries, and compel the sty-
dious class of them to seck a re-
fuge 1n htemry and scientific pur-
amts, in_ short, in almest any
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other occupations than researches
into scriptural divinity. Certain-
ly, those of the English clergy
to whom biblical learning is most
indcbted are the very men among
them who are least of all devoted
to subscripuons, &c. as such;
and what has been done for this
branch-ef criticism by those mi-
nisters of the church, who not
merely approve of subscription
to articles, but who subscribe
with the greatest cordiality, and
we believe, with perfect sincerity
to the specific articles of that
communton? We even go further,
and are not ashamed of adding
that the description of the clergy
to whom we have just adverted,
we mean the selfonamed evange-
l:cal class, hold biblical learning
in no high. repute; not perhaps
without rcason, so far as thcir
tenets and their own credit with
the intelligent public are con-
cerned.

The assertion therefore, of Mr.
Wood’s illustrious friend, is the
reverse of probability and fact,
and seems to argue some want of
observation upon real life :
“—quandoq ; bonus dormitat Homerus.”

As a votary of naturgl science,
Mr. Wood attained no inconsi-
derable - distinction,
his scttlement in Leeds, he form-
ed a strong attachment to the
studyv of natural history:
all its branches, botany (the pe-
culiar attractions of which his
biographer has .well described,)
was that which he most zealously
pursucd. Nor. was he unknown

to the world, in the character of

« practical botanist. pp. 50—58,
59—103. «

IHe also fulfilled, with great
Lononr and uscfulness, the duties
vf a private teacher of the young.

Soon afterg

but of
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From motives worthy of himself,
he resolved that ¢ to at least g
small circle of female youth he
would endcavour to open some
sources of rational and refined
enjoyment:*” the course of in.
struction through which they
passed, occupicd three ycars, and
comprehended lectures upon his.
tory, geography, natural philo.
sophy, grammar, the belles.lete
tres, natural history, the human
mind, moral philosophy and the
evidences of natural and revealed
religion.

We shall transcribe here some
remarks of NMr. Wellbeloved’s,
both for the good sense by which
they arc dictated and for the ac-
curacy with which they represent
on the one hand, the wants of
schools, and on the other, the
practices of certain mercenary
bookscllers and authors:

¢« —Mr. Weood found it very difficult
to make a proper selection of class books
for the use of his pupils. Of the num-
berless volumes which issue from the
press, ostensibly indeed for the use of
young persons, but in reality it is to be
teared, for the sake of profit to the au-
thor or bookseller, few can serve the
purposes of an enlightened instructor.
Persons engaged in teaching are 1n gee
neral, the only persons qualified to com-
pose for the use of teachers: but the
daily labour of instructing seldom affords
them leisure sufficient for the task; this
falls therefore frequently-into the hands
of those who are incompetent to the
business; and works are obtruded upon
the public, read by instructors, and put
into the hands of youth, containing ma-
terials arranged and collected without
judgment, as injurious to the cultivation
of a gaod taste as they are ill adapted
to convey clear and accurate knowledge,
and to assist the memory.”> pp. 70, 7%

The publications which Mr.
Wood selected for his pupils, 1n
the scveral departments of his
leetures, are then enumeratcd’:
under that of history, Beckfurd’s
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kistory of Rome occurs, to which .
succeeds Gibbon’s decline and fall
abridged, by the author of the
preccding. Buat this a{))'i(lg§~
ment, which, 1n every view, 1Is
truly excellent, was made, if
our rccollection be accurate, by
Mr. Hereford. The justness of
the biographer’s encomium on.
Alehegan’s history of modern Eu-
rope, and of his censure of the
trenslation of it by Fox, we can
attest frem our perusal of beth.
p. 72. ' o

We further concur with him
in opinion that Mr. Wood?s me.
thod of teaching geography was
peculiarly excellent; mnor can we
suppress the wish of seeingan
elementary work, formed upon
his principle:

¢¢ Geography—signifies a description
of the earth, including its general form,
and the divisions which have been made.
upon its surface, either by the hand of
nature or by the institutions of men.
His first object theréfore, agreeably to
this definition, was to make his pupils
accurately acquainted with the part
which nature had performed. With a,
map of the world before him, he point-
ed out to them the four great recepta-
cles of all the waters which diversify and
fertilize the surface of the earth¢ he
then traced every smaller receptacle or
basin formed by the confluence of many
streams, and falling generally through
one mouth into the ocean; and from the
character and situnation of these, he
taught his pupils how to judge of the
other natural features of the globe, such
as the elevation of the land, and the
course which that elevation follows.”
Pp. 75—79.

As a member of society, Mr,
Wood brought no discredit on the
other important characters which
he was called to sustain. He had
carly imbibed the love, of civil
and religions liberty, and was
ﬁrml‘y attached by subscquent
Conviction, to the genuine princi=
Ples of the British constitution.

VoL, Iv, 2
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Proofs of this attachment his bioa
grapher has recorded in pp. 83—
129—1381. Feclitg t alo
ourselves, from expericnce of the.
practical advantages of tle form-
of government under which it is.
our happiness to live; we rejoica:
thatsuch.a man was an enhightena,
cd and zealous and steady patriot 3
and we should do some injus'ice:
to the state of our minds it we-
did not embrace this occasion of"
declaring it to be. our hope, -as.
it was his, that the Proiestant:
Dissenters. will never again repeat.
their request for -a repeal of the
test laws, ¢ nor quarrel with the:
great and substanrial good which:
their native land offers to them,:
in common with all her other
children, because she adds. to it
a trifling inconvenience and has:
given them a slight affront.”
Sufticient has been said to prova-
that Mr. Wood was a well informe-
ed believer in divine revelation ;:
and in several parts of the me-
moirs, we meet with facts which
illastrate the influence of his
Christian faith upon bis tenper,
manners and character. In the-
bosom of his family, and among’

“his pupils, i1n the intercourses of

personal friendship, and in. his

connexion with the religious soa

cicty of which he was pastor, in

his patronage of every laudable

undertaking which it was in his

power to asaist, but esprcially of'
institutions for the education of
ministers among that clyss of the
non-conformists to which he bea -
longed, 1n his checerful enjoy.

ment of the blessings of life, and

in his excinplary resignation under

very heavy domestic afflictions, we

find him at once highly estimablo

andamiable. Testimonies to s dis-

tinguished excellence we ourselves

G
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have heard from men who-widely
differed from him in their views
of Chnsttamty With the dissent-
ing mimsters at Leeds, he lived
on terms not merely of good
neighbourhood but of kind regard.
Nor wasit only from his brethren
in the dissenting ministry that he
experienced affection and respect.
No common instance of genero-
sity and catholicism, of delicacy
and attention, in the behaviour of
a clergyman to him, is recorded
in pp. 111, 112, of this volumec;
and Mr. Wellbeloved informs his
rcaders that “ this clergyman was
the Rev. James Scott, rector of
Simonburn, in Northumberland,
and a very frequent resident in
Leeds.”

- In the main, these “ Memoirs”
~are most honourable to the re-
gretted subject of them, and to
his affectionate biographer. Some
effects of haste excepted, they are
drawn up with much correctness
of taste and judgment, are per-
vaded by a spirit of serious devo-
tion and zealous friendship, and,
we trust, will be eminently. u%eful
1n animating theological students
to steady diligence, dissenting

Art. III.

Joseph Nightingale. 8vo.

These sermons are on the fol-
lowing subjects—The effects of
Time on thke Condition of Man,
and grateful Recollections of Di-

Two Sermons, preached .fanuar_y
Street Chupel, and January 8, at Worship

pp. 47.
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ministers (the recommendations
of whose ofiice are weli stated by
Mr. W. in pp 184—185.} to ac.
tivity, and dissenting congrega.
tions to judicious and warm con-
currence with the efforts of their
pastors.

Mr. Wellbeloved speaks of 7
dination as an apostolical service;

. 24. With those modiﬁcations
which the difference of times re-
quires, we are decided friends to
the thing itself. Considering how-
ever, that it is not now accompa-
nied by the communication of
those extraordinary gifts which
were confined to the first age of
the church, we at least -hesitate
about the propriety of prefixing
to it the epithet apostolical.

We can barely refer to our au.
thor’s judicious- observations on
the inexpediency of liturgies in
dissenting congregations, p. 92.
But we cannot conclude this ar-
ticle without bestowing our hum-
ble meed of praise upon the soci-
ety at Mill-hill Chapel, who seem
to have bcen fully sensﬂ)le of
their honour and happiness in a
relation to such a pastor as DMr.
Wood.

1809, at Hanover
Street Chapel. By
Longman and Co.

1,

vine Mercy and Goodness ; topics
well suited to the commencement
of the year, and ably handled, and
forcibly urged by the author.
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS:;
- OR, / . .

The Christiarn’s Survey o

f

the Political TV orld.

CuzisTIANITY is the religion of
lové, and it is the religion now profess-
ed by the sovereigns of Europe. Whence
then, may we say with the apostle, come
wars and fightings among you ¢ Isit not,
that while Christ is in our mouiths,
his spirit is far from our hearts? To suf
fer,1s a difficult trial in individuals, and
much more so in crowned heads. Pride,
ambition, a sentiment of degraded great-
ness, will hurry men into the greatest
dangers. It has been our fate to witness
the departure of the last of the Casars.
I'he dominion, bezun by that bad citi-
zen Julius, and continued through so
long a line at Rome and Constantinople,
and then transferred with the title of
Holy Roman Empire to Germany. has,
in our days, in a very wonderful manner,
ceased to exist. The last of the Casars
put 3n end to his own political existence.
He resigned his sovereighty in the holy
Roman empire, absolved the kings and
{arinces under him from their oath of al-
egiance, and retired to the government
of his own paternal estates. He could
not however brook the less of title, and
ceasing to be an emperor, as the head
of the German empire, he assumed the
title as sovereign of the Austrian estates.
The title is not a commendable one, for
it conveys to us the idea of a general at
the head of his troops, not of a king, the
head of a well-reguiated state. This ti-
tle might in some degree soothe fallen
greatness ; but title alone will not satisfy
ambition ; and the Austrian emperor,
comparing his present territories with
the vast domain of his ancestors, required
.nosmall degrée of Christian forbeaiance
to reconcile himself to his condition, and
to enable him to consult the welfare of
his remaining subjects.

The house of Hapsburgh boasted of
the pre-eminence among the families of
Europe. As head of ‘the holy Roman
empire, h's political supremacy was al-
lowed, not only by those under him, but
by the independent nations. The Low
Countries and the Milanese, those jewels
in his crown, have been wrested from

him, and the people of those regions
bless the day which caused she revalu-

tion. Vienna, which gave command te
regions and cities to the west of it, now’
sees itself almost at the western frontiegs
of 1its -master’s territories. Austria,
Bohemia, and Hungary, are his chief
supports: as you go further to the east,
his subjects lose in civilization, and con-
sequently in usefulness. With the other
great resources, the house of Hapsburgh
could not resist the attacks of that king
of kings, who, like Nebuchadnezzar, has
created to himself this title, and imitates
him in the rapidity of his motions, and
the greatness of his conquests. If Haps-
burgh was'inefficient before the power of
Buonaparte was consolidated, what can
he do against his numerous and disci-
plined armies, against that energy which
it is impossible almost for an Austrian
cabinet to excite at home, or to resist
from abroad ¢ | |
The trial is however to be made.
Rumours have long been in circulation of
a dissention between the Austrian and
French cabinets. A proclamation has
arrived in this country from the Arch-
duke Charles, which may be considered
as a declaration of war; and it is report-
ed, that his troops have entered Bavaria.
Of the German kings, no one has as yet:
publicly stepped forward, to our know-
ledge, but the king of Wirtemburgh,
whose queen is the princess royal of Eng-
land ; and this king has stated to tgc
ambassadors of foreign courts, that the
imperial conduct towards him is a mani-
fest indication of hostile intentions, a
complete rupture of all diplomatic - rela-
tions and a formal declaration of war.
'This readiness cannot but be highly flat-
tering to'Buonaparte, who has left Paris,
and. will probably, with the empress,
receive soon the highest honours ag
Stutgard. |
hat arethe ostensible and what the
real grounds of war between France and
Austria, the proclamation of the Arch-
duke does not sufficiently state. The deli~
verance of Europe by the soldiers under -
his banners is but a stale topic. If it ig
wished by this expression, that the house
of Hapsburgh should regain its wonted
influemce in Kurope, what man, at all a¢-
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quainted with the politics of that family,
could wish for such an event ? Will the
Milanese, will the Brabanters, will any
Germans flock to an Austrian standard?
The two former countries are rejeased
from a yoke which they bore with the
utmost impatience, and which was
pressed upon them by barbarian seldiers.
/Germany has got rid of a variety of
feudal tenures, and would dread the re-
storation of its former system. We see
nothing in the moral world, that can
-give the least encouragement to Austria;
and what its physical resources may be,
to judge fromthe past, they must be lit-
.tle able to copewith its adversaries. As
the die is however cast, we cannot sup-
pose that the archduke could enter into
this conflict without having made a cal-
culation on the probability of success.
The archduke is gencralissimo of the
forces. If by this is meant, that he is
réleased from the trammels of the Aulic
council, he will have a better opportu-
nity of shewing his skill in the artof war.
But, when we contemplate the power of
his antagonist, the discipline of his ar-
mies, the superiority of his tactics, the
skill of his generals, the briliancy of his
fortune ‘and the improvement in the
- condition of every country which has
submitted to his arms, we can place but
little confidence ejther in the skill of the
generalissimo, or in his vague promises
of liberty. What, indeed, 1s the liberty
contended for? To change the influence
of one family for that of another, a
. Buonaparte for a Hapsburgh, a rising
for a falling dynasty. ~We shall not be
in the least surprised, if Buonaparte is
in Vienna before our next report, and
this city should cease to be the capital of
the Austrian dominions. If the house
of Hapsburgh does not follow the fate
of that of Bourbon, m wiil be reduced to
a level with thatof the kings of Germany.
Supplications are said to have been made
to England for money, which can arrive
at Viecnua only about the time to reple-
nish the coffers of the French emperor.
The banks of the Danube will be the
scenc of warlike exploits. Sweden was
in danger of being overrun by the troops
of its castern neighbour. The meditated
blow has been stopgcd, and there are
some hopes of its being rescued from
ruin. ‘This country has afforded another
lesson tq the sovereigns of the earth, and
teaches them, what Wisdom some thous-
and years ago proclaimed from rdyal lips:
By me, kinge reigr and princes exccute
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justice. The king of $weden is nows
close prisoner. The duke of Sudermania.
his uncle, has assumed the reins of go:
vernment, and has convoked a diet,;
Whether we shall see another trial of 2
crowned head, a formal deposition, ag
execution ; or whether the king's actions
will be ascribed to insanity, and the usu-
al confinement of such unhappy persons
be his lot, time must determine. The
diet will nacturally inquire into the causes
of the calamities that have befallen their
kingdom ; the lgss of their German ter-
ritcries and of Finland ; to whose perni-
cious councils-are they to be ascribed, or
are they to be attributed to the unfore-
seen and irremediable events of war? If
greater events did not press upon us,
Sweden wounld occupy a great deal of
public attention, There is much of free-
dom in the constitution of this country,
but the inroads upon it have been severely
felt. Russia has consented to an armis-
tice, which will probably be followed
with peace, and Sweden will return to
its ancient line of politics. 'The great
“point for this unhappy country to obtain,
i1s a good government ; and it may then
recover from the wounds inflicted upon
it either by the indiscretion or the want
of intellect of its sovereign. He has
shewn the flighty disposition of a Charles
the x2th, without any of his martial
virtues ; and his politics were of little
weight in the great disputes of Europe,
though theyredounded to his own injury.
Russia retains its usual position,
though reports have arrived, that its
.emperor has been assassinated, and that.
“its nobles are anxious for a re-union withi
England. This mode of redressing real
or pretended grievances is too commonr
in despotic countries, and receives there-
fore a ready belief; but we cannot sece
sufficient grounds for it in the state of
the country; and the emperor, with
the example of his father and grandfather
before his eyes, both of whom came to
an untimely end, will surely be upon his
guard against a similar catastrophe. The
part he is to takein the Austrian quarrel
might excite more attention: for it is
not, probable, that the French have en-
tered into it without having sounded his
disposition upon this subject. .
Spain presents to us a melancholy pic-
ture. The horrors of war are likely to
reign for a long time triumphant. Re-
ports are on float of resistance te the
I'rench in the Gallicias, but the extent
of it is not casily ascertaiped ;. and to the
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gouth of Madrid, 1t is certain that they
have met with considerable success.
Their whole force will soon be directed
against the strength of the junta at Se-
ville, and from the expeirience of the
pasty, little can be expected from its exer-
tions. The question must come home
continually to the Spaniards, what are
we fighting for? Is the contest merely
between a Buonaparte and a Bourbon?
am I then greatly interested init? Is
it between the rectification and the main-
tenance of abuses, by which my country
has been evidently depressed; from
whom is the one to be expected, the
other to be dreaded? Buonaparte has
already diminished the grievous burden
of the church, and removed altogether
the horrors of the accursed Inquisition.
What on the other side has been per-
formed ? what has been promised?
Thesearguments must have their weight,
and all the information communicated by
vur unfortunate army, tends to shew,
that the Spaniards feel their effect. Had
their leaders called a Cortez at the bes
g@nning,, and when the spirit of the peo-
ple was roused ; had they set themselves
imn good earnest to produce a reform;
had they animated instead of damping
the ardour of the people; had they pro-
moted instead of discouraging the liberty
of the press, every thing was in their
favour; they might have maintained their
ground - every thing now seems against
them, and they will probably be govern-
cd in a better manner by a Buonaparte
thun a Ferdinand. At any rate, the
cause of religious liberty will be a gainer.
Popery will reccive farther depression ;
and this is of far more consequence to
mankind, than the rise and fall of fa-
milies, ~

If Spain presents but faint hopes to the
politician of resistance to French influ-
cnce, we cannot fatter him that Portu-
gal will in the end be more successful.
- dtrong proclamations have been issued in
that country, and armies have been
formed. If we believed all the reports,
the Portuguese would be a match for the
French ; but with all this prowess, Por-
to, the second city in the kingdom, is in
Possecssion of the French, and it was ta-
ken by a very small force, and without
scarcely any resistance. It is difficult to

ascertain at a distance the strength of a

country. We know only, that the old
kovernment of Portugal was a very bad

®hc, and that the country was overrun by .

Pricets and monke, Effects mnaturally

“lonies, or commerce.
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flow from causes; and what must a
bad governmient and church influence
produce ? . , :

In this perturbation of states, France,
which was lately so forlorn and desolate,
as to have been excluded by the wild
Irish orator from the map of Europe,
preserves the utmost tranquiility within,
raises troops by conscription without
alarm, and its sovereign lcaves his capi-
tal for remote expeditions without the
least dread of insurrection. His subjects
are full of activity; the arts, sciences
and manufactures, flourish; and the ut-
most encouragement is given by govern-
ment to every exertion that can promote
the prosperity of the country. The em-

-peror has however received some¢ mor-

tifying checks from ourarms. The Bri-
tish navy has shewn its superiority on
his shores, and destroyed his vessels in
the sight of his subjects. Four ships of
the linc have been burned on his coasts,
and seven others compelled to take re-
fuge up the river, oppo-ite to the isle of
Aix. In the conflagration of the ships,
the newly-invented rockets of Mr. Con-
greve were usced ; and they aresaid to he
of very great efficacy. How far this in-
vention is deserving of encouragement
from a marine power, is asubject deserv-
ing of enquiry. Its effects may in a fu-
ture age be recorded, as an exemplifica-
tion of that power, by which the arro-
gant designs of man are kept within due
bounds. Thus the casual mixture of a
few simple ingredients,in the cell of a
friar, destroyed the combinations of
knights in armour ; and in consequence
of these rockets, the scas may be delivered
from: the burdens of floating batterics,
vomiting forth death and destruction.
But, the exertions of talent in the arts of
destruction, are not ‘without some at-
tendant good. In consequence cf his re-
searches into the pyrotechnic art, WMr.
Congreve is said to have discovered a
rocket, by which he can i luminate a
space three miles in extent, in eighe
minutes; so that a ship may in the nighe
be made sensible of impending danger.
Another blow will be f¢lt by the
French emperor, which hasbeen struck
in the West-Indies, and has taken from
him the island of Martinique. The other
islands will probably follow, and thua
France will see it.elt without ships, co-
Bur, if foreign
commerce 1s gone, its internal commerce
must be great, apd irs influence in Eu-
rope will predominate. How far the
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gain of the island may be of advantage
to us is a doubtful question. QurWest-
India planters will not be very desirous
of the influx of sugar and coffee into our
orts frem so large an island. In ]Ja-
maica, the disputes between the governor
and assembly are likely to be arranged
amicably; and the very strange law with
respect to places of worship, in which
slaves make their appearance, has by
this-time died a natural death. The
Birtory of this law and its effects de-
scrves investigation. |
- In the United States, the new Presi-
dent has taken his seat, and addressed
the senate in an inaugural speech. In
it he expresses his gratitude for the con-
fidence reposed in him by the deliberate
and tranqguil suffrage of a free nation ;
justifies the policy pursued in the difhi-
cuit circumstances in which the nation
lhad been placed; declares his resolution
to cherish peace and friendly intercourse
with ail nations ; of corresponding 1mtcn-
tions to muazintain sincere neutrality to-
"wards belligerent nations ; to prefer am-
cable discus:ion to the appeal to arms; to
support the constitution ; fo aveid the slight-
&st interfcrence with the rights of conscience
er the functions of religion, so avisely ex-
smpted from civil jurisdiction ;. to keep
wvithin the requisite limits a standing mili-
tary force, always remembering, that an
armed and itroined militia is the jirmest
bulivcrk of republican governments; that
‘without standing armies their liberty can
negver be in dinger, nor with large nnes safe;
to favour the advancement of science
and the diffusicn of information ; and to
promote as much as possible the civi.iza-~
tion of their western neighbours. He
cencluded his speech with a well-turned
compliment to his predecessor v ofhce,
. and with due submissionto that Almighty
Power which could alone ensure pros-
' perity to a country.

It i1s with great pleasure, that we per-
ceive the spirit which pervades rthe
spceches of thie American presidents. It
is such as ought to inspire a freeman
speaking to freemen.,  Itis the dawn of
tho-e glorious times, when, througliout
the who'!e world. man shall be treated as
a reasunable being, and force and fraud
whull give way to the nobler motives of

“obedience, the pro-perity of the whole,
and love to each other. ‘I'he corruption
of a few cannor for ever predominate
over the happincss of the many ; and, if
America shall coutinue.to exhibit simi-
lar examples, her influence will be great
m che future government of the world.

It is with concern we find, that the dif-
ferences hetween this coyntry and the
United States are nor completely recon-
ciled. The two nations are formed for
cach other’s welfare; and mutual com.
merce would increase their comforts, and
that friendship, which arises from' same-
ness of language and similarity of man-
ners. [f, however, war should break
out, the United States will have their
compensation in our northern colonies,
and we in the ruin of their commerce :
a miserable compensation this on both
sides; as far from true politics, as it is
from the principles of our common Chris«
tianity.

At home, the feelings of the people,
excited by the late dispiays of corrup-
tion, have manifested themselves in very
strong terms, but not in stronger terms

‘than the occasion required. Counties,

cities and boroughs, have had their
meetings, to vote their thanks to
Mr. Wardle for his truly patriotic exer-
tions, and to express their sentiments
on the necessity of a parliamentary
reform. In some places, the mayors
have refused the use of the common
hall, as at Northampton, of which
piace the chancellor of the exchequer is
representative ; but this did not prevent
the meeting from taking place, and the
people voted their abhorrence of the mi-
nisterial conduct, and the {lagrant cor-
ruption that had been manifested Pro-
bably, every corporate body and county
in the united kingdom will come forward
on this occasion, and never was an oc-
casion which more justly required it.
Indeed, it the late transactions did not
open the eyes of the people to the ne-
cessity of u reform in the House of Com-
mons, it 1is impossibie that the evil
should do otherwise than increase, and
increase to such an extent, as to be the

~absolute ruin of both king and people.

1 he dreadful blow struck at the vitals of
the constitution, by the establishment
of septennial parliaments, and the admis-
sion of the dependents of the executive
inta the House of Commons, have pro-
duced all the evils the nation now so
justly complains of; nor can they be
removed, unle.s it returns to the true
principles of the constitution.  Jobbing
for scats in parliament,  trafficking for’
places, unlimited confidence in ministers,
wastcful expenditure, there are the ne-
tural fruits of the violation of the con-
stitution..” And to make a House of
Commons of that use for which it was
designed, i dependence o the people
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must be kept up by short parliaments,
and by preventing any of its members
* from looking to the rewards of a mainister
for his vote, instead of the horour to be
derived by a faithful discharge of his
duty to his constituents. .

in the House of Commons, Sir F.
Burdett brought forward an enquiry into
a very curious purchase and disposition
of land near Chelsea hospital, which
wears all the appearance of a job. He
stated, that government had purchased
a piece of land for the use of the hospital,
of which when they had given a small
piece to the hospital, they made over a
lease of the remainder for a great number
of years to Colonel Gordon, at a price
totally inadequate to its value. On this
account, he moved for the copy of the
treasury warrant under which the grant
alluded to had been made. Mr. Long,
a comniissioner of the hospital, declared
that every thiter had been done which
the act required respecting the grant of
lands, and he believed that if the ground
had been put up to auction, better terms
could not have been obtained, and he
moved for papers to confirm his opinion.
Sir Oswald Mosely having been at the
place, reprobated the -grant as' a great
injury to the infirmary of the hospital.
Mr. Huskisson supported the grant.
The chancellor of the exchequer accused
Sir F. Burdett of being always jealous of
people in office, and of viewing the pro-
ceedings of administration with a very
prejudiced and jaundiced eye; he in-
sinuated, that Sir Francis, instead of
surveyors, should be consulted, and was
confident that all his aspersions would be
refuted by the papers to be produced.
General Tarleton thanked the baronet
for his motion, and declared that nothing
could reconcile him to a grant that
interfered with the comforts of the meri-
torious inhabitants of . the hospital. Sir
F. Burdett noticed the irregularity of the
Ministex in  imputing improper motives
to a representative, which required the
speaker’s interference. Arrogance, he
said, might be imputed to him for dif-
fering from surveyors, but he still re-
tamed his opinion, and requested the
members of the house to form their own
J!“?gment by ocular demonstration. Phy-
Sicians might say that a wall, eight feet
high, built so as ‘to interrupt the free
Crculation of the air, was not an injury
10 an infirmary, but no man of common
Sthte would believe them. The rent
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too of 521. a year, was a paltry sum tobe
put in competition with the elegancé of
a building, and the comfort of old sol-
diers. He had rather pay the money
out of his own pocket, than suffer such
an injury to be committed. As to the
jaundiced eye, he should continue to look
with jealousy on the conduct of mini-
sters, from a conviction that, for many
years, the public interest had not been
consulted as it ought,iand as long as he
sat in that house he must perform the
duty of an honest representative. Com-
pliance with forms was consistent with
the grossest mal-practices. The chan-
cellor, in reply, apologised for his expres-
sions, at the same time stating, that the
stigma of a job might be some excuse for
irritation. The motion of Sir Francia
was carried, as was that of Mr Hueskis-
son for more papers; and the debate
sent multitudes to see the ground, who
were studiously excluded from the view
of it. It is said, however, that the mo-
tion has made a great alteracion in the
plan of the ground.

Lord Folkstone was not so successful
in his attempt to obtain a committee to
enquire into corrupt practices, and to
report the same to the house. He was
opposed by both sides, ahd the chancel-
lor of the exchequer brought forward a
curiows argument, that the house ought

only to look prospectively, and sece what

remedy was necessary. ILord H. Petty,
Mr. Tiemey, Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. Sec-
retary Canning, were all indignant at
the motion,thinking the power too great,
too much like an inquisition, as injuring
government in the public mind, as tend-
ing to represent all parties as roguce
alike, as affecting the characters of per-
sons néw in the grave, Mr. Pitt and the
Marquis Cornwallis. On the other
hand, it was defended by Mr. Whitbread
as necessary, to shew by what ‘means
they obtained théir stations in the army,
navy and church; by Mr. Hutchinson,
that abuses might be corrected, under
whatever government they might exist,
or have existed. Mr. Parnell would give
his vote to this or to a mation of a much
greater extent ;5 and Mr. Foley heartily
approved of it, as the people had good
reasons to suspect the government of the
country. On a division there appeared,

For the motion - ~ =~ 30
- Againstit -~ - - - 178
Majority against it =« =~ 348
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Myr. PV illian Rathbone.

\ { The following account of Mr. Rathbone, commonly-attributed to Mr. Roscoe,

is taken from the Athenzum for March, vol. v.
of a much-respected Frieas, who has zdded to it a few notes.

The commemoration of departed
worth is a debt due no less to the living
than to the dead, and it would be unjust
to the present age to suffcr the virtues
and talents of one of its brightest orna-
ments, recently withdrawn from it, to
pass away without particular notice.

WILLIAM RATHBONE, who died
on the 11th day of February, at his
house at Green Bank, near Liverpool,
was the son of Williamm Rathbone, a re-
spectable merchant, of Liverpool, and
one of the religious society of Quakers,
from whom he inherited that uprights
ness of heart and benevolence of charac-
ter by which he was himself so eminently
distinguished. Although engaged at an
carly period in active business, which he.
pursued with strict regularity, and for
many years of his life with unremitting
industry, he yet found leisure for the
cultivation of his mind in many of the
‘most important branches of human
knowledge. Endowed by nature with
kind dispesitions and an e¢xcellent un-
derstanding, his great view throughout
life was.to promote, as far as his situation
would permit, the true honour, inte-
rests and happiness of his fellow-crea-
tures ; .an object which he endeavoured
to accomplish not merely by unt:zasing
works of charity and benevolence within
the sphere of his personal influence, but
by a stcady, uniform and unshaken at-
tention to all those great principles of
right and justice upor which are founded
the security, respectability and prospe-
rity of the human race.

Throughout the political, moral and
religious storms and commotiqns which
have now for so long a period agitated
the civilized warld, ﬁe was a rock that
felt no change. Whenever the rights
and welfare of others were in question,
wheunever oppression was to he with-
stood," or intolerance oppased, it was
unnecessary to ask for his assistance, or
to enquire what was his opinion. His
Rand and his heart, every faculty of his

p- 260. . We-copy it by dcsire
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body, and every energy of his mind were
ready in the cause. In the year 1792,
when the fate of Europe depended upont
the turn of the balance, when a wise,
temperate and enlightened decision
might have preserved the world fromi
unspeakable calamities, and given to this
nation the honour of having patronized
the cause of rational freedom and of
Iimited monarchy, he was among the
first who in his native tewn of Liver-~
pool endeavoured to impress upon the
public mind the expediency of avoiding
a war with France, At a general meet-
ing of the imhabitants, called by the
Mayor in the month of December in
that year, his exertions, with those of
other friends of liberty and peace, ine
duced the meeting to vote an address to.
his Majesty, cxpressive of their grati-
tude to him for having so long preserved
to them the blessings of public tranquil-
lity ; and their earnest hope, that no
circumstances would induce him to im-
plicate his people in affairs foreign to
their interests, and fatal to their repose.
The question was three times put, and
as often carried in favour of the address.
‘The populous tewn of Manchestgr fol-
lowed; a simijar address was there pro-
posed and carried, and the example thus
begun might have extended still fur-
ther ; but althopgh such was the sense
of the majority, yet the sum¢ circum-
stance which has occurred in other
places, of a riot in favour of thg existing
administration, took place on this gcca-
sion in Liverpool, and the address, al-
though voted by the mecting, and left
for. the signature of the inhabitants at the
town-hall, was torn in pieces by a law-
Jess mob and scattered through the
streets.  How fully the apprehensions
which were then expressed of the con-
sequences that must ensue from invelv-
ing the country in a war have heen since,
realized, the present situation of the ma-
nufacturing and commegrcial part of this
county, aad the thousands of industrioss
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Mr. Rczibban;.

labourers who are thus deprived of the
means of subsistence for themselves and:
families, But too fatally shew. Anot.her
meeting of the inhabitants was sumetime
afterwards called by the Mayor, in one
of the squares of the town, in order to
consider of the propriety of addressing
his Majesty to dismiss Mr. Pitt.and his
colleagues from his confidence and coun-
cils; when, upon a motion made to that
effect by a very respectable and inde-
endent individual, Mr. R. endeavoured
to address the meeting in its support;
but such was the dread which the parti-
zans of administration entertained of his
talents and his eloquence, that they ém-
ployed a great number of persons to
revent, by noise and clamour, his being
Eeard; After repeated attempts he was
obliged to desist; and the Mayor de-
clared that he could not determine whe-
ther the motion was carried or not, and
dismissed the meeting without a decision.
The monopoly granted to the East
India Company, and the exclusion of
British subjects from a lucrative trade,
to which even foreign nations were ad-
mitted, were subjects which had long
engaged his particular attention. 1In the
year 1792 he had taken an active part
at a meeting of the inhabitants of Liver-
yool, when certain resolutions were en-

rered into, expressive of their sense of the .

injuries which the country sufféred by
such monopoly. These resolutions, drawn
up by one of his intimate friends who is
mow no more, but whose character is
well known to the public by his literary
and scientific acquirements, are deserv-
ing of notice for their assertion of gene-
ral principles, and the enlightened max-
ims of commercial policy which they
inculcate., ‘The ineflicacy of this effort
did not prevent Mr. Rathbone from
making another attempt to call the pub-
lic attention to this momentous subject.

In the course of the year 1807 a meet-

ing of the inhabitants of Liverpool
was held in the town-hall, at which
he presided, when he laid before them a
full exposition of the affairs of the East
India Company, and proposed that ad-
deesses agoinst the mew loans required
by them should be presented to both
houses of parliament, which were ac-
cordingly carried at a mast numerous
meeting ; one person only holding up
his, hand against it; a circumstance
3fuch drew” upon him the notice and

Sapprobation of the assembly ; buc.
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which Mr. Rathbone no sooner per-
ceived, than with that kindness and
promiptitude which were habitual to him,
he exclaimed, ¢ You are right, Sir, in
thus avowing your opinion; minorities
are often virtuous.”

One of the latest efforts of this Chama
pion of peace and good-will on earth,
was to remove the obstacles which have
unfortunately prevented the usual inter=
course between this country and Ame=
rica,® subject in which, from the nature
of his commercial concerns, -as being ex=~
tensively engaged in that trade, he was
most peculiarly interested ; but which
he considerced in a public view, as it re-
garded the happiness of two countries
formed to be of the greatest service to
each other in their comrercial relationss
no man living being more free than he
was from the narrow views of selfish ads
vantage and piivate interest. In a de-
clining state of health he offered himself

‘to an examination on this subject, and

accordingly delivered his evidence at the
bar of both houses of parliament; but
although the information there given by
himself and others proved, to the satis~
faction of all impartial persons, the in=-
efficacy of the measures adopted by the
Orders in Council, either to ceunteract
the effects of the embargo, or to promote
the interests of this country; and al-
though the facts there proved were ens
forced by the cloquence of many mem-
bers of the greatest respectability and
talents, yet no beneficial effect whatever
was produced, and the'Orders in Coun-
cil yet remain, to second the views of
our e¢nemics and to starve our own couil=
trymen. |

To such a mind as that of Mr. Rath~
bone, it was impossible that the great
question of the slave-trade, which so
long agitated the kingdom, could be a
subject of indifference.—On this ques=
tion his excellent father had raken an
active part, as may be seen by Mr.
Clarkson’s history of the abolitien ; but
the efforts of the late Mr. Rathbone
were not less decisive or less effectunals
and it is to be attributed in no small
degree to his bold and persevering oppo-
sitton to it, and -to the strong and im-
pressive manner in which his opinions
were avowed, that even in the town of
Liverpool, the very place which was
the centre of that trade, 4 powerful body
was raised against it, and proper sentie
ments of natural right and justice ine.
b§ §
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stilled intc the public mind.* That he
lived to see the success of this measure
was the greatest triumph which he ever
enjoyed, as, independently of the im-
mediate benefits to which it gave rise, it
afforded him reason to hope that there
was in this country 2 fund of integrity,
humanity aad good sense, which, under
all emergencies would be found adequate
te its preservation.

Nor did he view with indifference the
maunicipal concerns of the town in which
he resided. For a long series of years a se-
fect body of the corporators have taken the
administration of the affzirs of the town
inte their own hands, excluding there-
from the burgesses at large, and under
the name of a common council have
elected their own members, and claimed
the right of making bye-laws for the go-
vernment of the town. These preten-
sions were opposed, as iuconsistent with
the existing charters, by a great number

of the freemen, and even by some re-.

spectable members of the select body,
and Mr. Rathbone took a conspicuous

art in the assertion of the rights of his
?éi}ow burgesses. A voluntary subscrip-
tion was entered into ; the questions
were put into a course of judicial proceed-
ing, and that respecting the right of
making bye-lavws was tried at Lancaster,
and a verdict given in favour of the
burgesses at large. On a mwotion in the

Court of King’s Bench, a new trial wap
directed, and the cause went again be-
fore a jury, who returned a similar ver-
dict to their predecessors. ‘The Court
of King’s Bench was again moved, and
a third trial was ordered, but the strong
indications cthus given thag the claims of
the burgesses would not ultimately pre-
vail, induced them to relinquish the con~
test, and the select body still continues
to exercise the complete direction of the
concerns and finagces of the town.
These local contests occurred at a period
when Mr. Rathbone was in the full vi-
gour of his powers. At the numerous
assemblies held on these occasions he
frequently addressed the freemen of the
town, and the torrent of his eloquence
was irresistible. The force of his .argu=
ments, the clearness of his demonstra=
tion, and the wurbanity of his manner,
overpowered all resistance, and enthral-
led all hearts; and the applauses he re-
ceived whenever he spoke were as in-
voluntary as they were sincere.

Mr. Rathbone had been strictly edu-
cated in the religious profession of which
his parents were members, to which he
had himself invariably adhered, notwith-
standing an extensive and intimate inter
course of friendship with many persons
of different religious persuasions, and
had evinced himself an active and useful
member of their society; + but of late

* Vet were the late Mr. Rathbone’s zealous and successful efforts in favour of

this great cause of justice and humanity, wholly unnoticed by Mr. Clarkson in
his history of the abolition, in which other instances of a similar want of impartial-
lity are observable, and particularly his inadequate and disproportionate estimate
of the services of that illustrious philanthropist, patriot and statesman, Charles
James Fox, when compared with the praises he has bestowed on the less earnest,
and less efficient exertions of his political rival. A minister, who, during the
long and eventful period of his administration, evinced by the most unéquivocal
proofs, the uniform efficacy of his influence over the legislative body, on every
question respecting which he professed a warm interest, excepting that of the
abolition of the stawe-trade ! T

I cannot close this note without recording the lively interest Mr. Rathbone
manifested, in consonance with his uniform sentiments and conduct, in endeavour-
ing to rescue his native town from the opprobrium under which it had long
lahoured for carrying on the African slave-trade, by earnestly and successfully
supporting the election of Mr. Roscoe, the cloguent and avowed enemy of that
detescable traffic, as one of their representatives in parliament at the gencrab
clectionin 1806. V. | . | :

4 The correctness of this statement cannot justly be questioned. At the same
time, to prevent misconception, it may be proper to state, that Mr. Rathbone
never took any wery active part in the administration of the discipline of the soctety.
His feclings would rather have prompted him to endeavour to: moderate, as he
occaxionally did, than to encourage the temper and spirit in which it was sonic»
stgs enforced, in violatiom of the rights of conscicuce, and ¢ven to the exclugos
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years some transactions took place in
their proceedings in Ireland, which he
conceived to be inconsistent with that
degree of religious toleration, and that
right of private judgment in religious
matters, on which alone any dissent from
re-existing establishments can be ra-
tionally defended. In the course of these
proceedings it appeared that some differ-
ence of opinion had arisen amongst the
members of the society as well on points
of doctrine as of discipiine: in conse-
quence of which a considerable number
of them had been excluded, and others
bad voluntarily withdrawn themselves
from the association. Under these cir-
cumstances, which tended not only to
diminish the numbers of the society, but
to bring it into disrepute, &-pecially as
those separating from it were persons of
respectable character and religions dis-
pesitions, Mr. Rathbone thought that
by a clear statement of the transactions
which had taken place, and 2a calm,
gemperate, and impartial comment upon
them, it might be possible to heal the
breach. But in taking upon himself this
task, he had yet higher views; and whilst
he endeavoured to shew forth by argu-
nient and authority, #be real v2lue of ce-
remontial firms and cbserwances, he deter-
mined to assert to the utmost of his
power the saecred ripht of every indivi-
dnal to judge for himself in religious
matters, and the important duty of exer-
cising this right without fear of temporal
consequences. His strong judgment and
enlightened mind had indeed convinced
him of the great and most important
truth, that until there be a perfect and
*acknowledged freedom of opinion on
. religious subjects, until every one can
allow his neighbour to judge and to act
i his spiritual concerns by the dictates
~of his own understanding, without any
diminution of kindness and good-will
towards him on account of his dissent,
the causes of alienation and enmity can
never be removed, nor the true principles
~of Christianity ever be established. Un-

der these impressions he published in the
year 1804, A narrative of events that have

lately taken place in Ireland ameong the sociery

called Qurkers. {8vo. Fobnson, pr. 4s. 6.
boards.) In the compilation of this werk
he paid the most scrupulous attention to
the authenticity of the facts which he
recorded, accompanying them with ob-
servations which sufficiently display the
Liberality of his sentiments and the bene-
volence of his heart. To revive this
subject is as foreign to the purpose of the
author of these remarks, as it would be
unsuitable to that of the present publi.
cationj; but it would be unjust to the cha-
racter of Mr. Rathbone to pass it over,
without presenting to the reader, in his
own words, his general view of the na-
ture of true religious wnity, which may
be sufficiently collected from the follow-
ing passage 1n that work.

¢ Instances of cordial and long ce-
mented friendship, between liberal and
virtuous minds, who neither hold similar
opinions,nor practice similar forms in mat-
ters of religion, are suificiently frequent
to shew, that «»izy in forms and opinions,
is by no means essential to that bond of -
union.—The nature of wwisdom and folly,
truth and falsbood, virtue and «wice, are
indeed irreconcileably opposed to each
other ; and the necessary result is, that
among their respective votaries, whether
of the same or of different societies, unrry
must be unknown.—But ameng those,
who are happily habituated to regard
the gLorY oF Gopb, and the coop oF
MANKIND, as the predominant objects
of their pursuit, is it not obvious, that
there can be no differences about forms
and opini-ns, respecting which they are
likely to fecl, ar avould be justified in _foél=
ing, great anxiety, -on behaif of cach
other? There is indeed one point, beyond
all others, pre-emincent in importance,
concerning which their labours and their
prayers, for each other, can never be
unnecessary or unseasonable; and this ts
unN1TY inthat sextimentwhichrepresents
the favour of our merciful Creater, and an

of virtuous members from the benefits of religious communion for supposed
crrors of judgmenr ; and especially for a voluntary compliance with the law of the
Jand in the payment of tithes, with regard to which the leading disciplinarians in
the socicty are recently become more active, rigid and intolerant, than formerly 3
tQ the great dissatisfaction of many of their cooler brethren, to whom it is obvious
‘uch nacasures may produce unsound conformists, but can never enlighten the

miud, purify
religion of the gospel. V.

the affections, or increase the real influence of true rehgiop, the
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increasing participation of bis divine nature,
through all the successive periods of ete-nal
existence, by means of a progres:ive improve-
ment in intellect and wirtue, as objects in-
finitely more momentous than any which
this world can present.”’—

- This publication was not however at-
tended with the beneficial consequences
which its benevolent author wished.
Instead of adopting the ideus which he
had endeavoured to inculcate, the society
considered the work as derogatory to the
character and injurious to the interests
of their body, and proceedings were had
upon it, which terminated in his dis-
union from them as a religious commu-
nity. These proceedings were after-
wards published by Mr. Rathbone,
under the title of < 4 Ademoir of the
Frocecdings of the Socicty called Duakers,
t5°c.” (8vo. febason, pr. as. 6d. boards.)
In this work is contained his defence,
as transmitted to the society prior to
his expulsion, in which he has ably
vindicated his own opinions and con-
duct; but rather with a view to justify
himself in the judgment of the candid
and impartial _o} all sects, than with that
of averung the disunion with which he
was threatened. In fact, thc separation
was become as necessary to him as to
the society; and as he could not prevail
upon its members to approve of his sen-

timents and adopt his recommendations,
he felt no regret, except what arose
from his unalterable regard and friend-
ship for the individuals of that body, at
being deprived of all further connection
with them.* -

It will pcthaps be supposed that in
times like the present, the political dis.
cussions in which Mr. Rathbone had
been engaged would excite no small
share of rerentment in those whose opi-
nions and conduct he opposed. But
whatever might be -the animosity thus
produced in the minds of others, it is
certain that they occasioned no feelings
of personal hostility and resentment m
his own. On the contrary, the philan-
thropy of his character induced him to
feel a general affection for all mankind,
and the generosity of his dispgsition léd
himi to compensate those with whom he
differed in opinion, for the oppositian
shewn to them, by an additional share
of kindness and respect. In asserting
his own sentiments he always did justice
to the motives of those from whom he
differed, and as he was not conscious of,
so he never expressed those angry feel-
ings and that vindictive spirit which
characterize the contests of the present
day, whether literary, political, or re-
ligious. The same indulgence and to-
leration which were habitual to him, ke

* The expulsion of Mr. Rathbone in the year 1805, was not the act of the So-
ciety ir a collective capacity, but of the particular meeting for discipline of which
he was a member ; whose decision would most probably have been reversed, had
Nir. Rathbone inclined to avail himself of the right of appeal, which 1salways

o

allowed in cases which affect the civil or religious rights of individuals.’
But'if the publication of so temperate, jndicious and candid a work as his

Naurrative could not be tolerated by them, he had no motive foer wishing to restrain
their disposition to expel him, excepting the desire he felt and expressed, that they
might not, by such an unwarranted act, wouund their own reputation, and mn
some measure that of the Society. ‘

Notwithstanding this decision and some others which militate pgainst the

excrcise of the rights  of private judgment, that Churistian liberty s, with some
singular exceftions, as frecly allowed to it members, in this, as 1n most other re-
ligrous societics. Not that 1 attribute to this cause the continuance of Mr. Bath.-
bone as an atknowledged member of the Socicty for the long period of thirteen
years after his public profession of the Unitarian faith 5 having been, eversiice fhc
year 1792, a member of the ¢ London Unitarian Society for promoting Christian
knowledge and the practice of virtue by distributing books,” and his name are-
nually published as one of their members. '
" Andalthough he justly deemed it of little importance whether the early Quakers
and their approved authors, clearly and explicitly steted and tangbt thar great
and fundar.ental tenet of the primitive Christian faith; it is well known he consi-
dered their works as generally in unison with that infinitely important doctrine
and opposed to every rcecived hypothesis of a distinction of persons 1 the
Peity. V. | B -
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wished also to sce dlsplayed in the con-
duct of his friends; and an ungenerous
remark or an 1111beral cemsure, even on
an avowed adversary, never passed with-
out his animadversion and reprcof. He
well knew that virtue and benevolence
are not cenfined to any one class of po-
litical oplmons, or to the precincts of
any one religious sect; and when the
indications of these appeared, he was
ever eager to do them justice. That
this temper and conduct smoothed many
of the asperities to which the inflexible
assertion of his own prmcxples gave rise,
" cannot be dpubted; and he will long
continue to be held in affectionate re-
membrance by many, who whilst they
differed with him on essential points of
belief and conduct, yet loved and vene-
rated the man If, amongst those harsher
spir its, who, convinced “of their own in-
fallibility, can make no allowance for the
dissent of others, there were some who
considered his principles with abhorrence
and his talents with dread, their violence
or injustice produced upon his calm and
dignified mind no reaction of a similar
nature ; insomuch that few persons have
so uniformly practlsed throughout life
that great christian maxim, whxch if ad-
hered to by others in an equal degree
would lay the basis of human happi-
ness, ¢ To la've your enemics —— tp bless
those that ecurse you—and to pray for those
wbho  despitefully wuse you and persecute
oo, b cfully 3 ?

‘The character and conduct of this
distinguished friend of liberty, humanity
and peace, and the direction which he
gave to his talents, were such as to have
Jeft, on his own account, no cause of
regret amongst hissurviving friends. is
missionis performedy and from a life of
care and anxiety, attended with no com-
mon share of suﬁ'ermg from bodily in-
disposition, he is gone to receive the
reward of his labours. But -those to
whom he was more intimately knpvn
will find it difficult to suppress a senti-
ment of sorrow and disappointment,
that the great endowments ot his mind,
and the benevolent dictates of his hear;,
had not an opportunity of exerting them-
selves on a still wider scale. Had he,
whilst in the vigour of his powers, been
called to take an active part in general
and national concerns, it is impossible to
suy what might not have been effected
by his fervid eloquence, his undaunted
fiminoss and his carnest desire to pro-

mote the general happmess. But- thes
regrets are vain and fruitless. A cold,
a narrow, and a short-sighted pohcy,
has infused itself throughout the country.
A spirit of hatred, of retaliation, and of
revenge, has superaedcd the common
feelings of "humanity, and too often
broken down the boundaries of right
and justice; and the efect of these,
under the wise constitution of the moral
world, have already been severely wvi-
sited upon ourselves. These evils were
beyond his power to remedy; and. an
apprehensxou of that decline of public
virtue, and that progress of carruption,
which must finally end in disgrace and
ruin, occasioned him many moments of
solicitude and regret. N

True excellence is always the more
highly esteemed as it 1s the more nearly
approached and the more intimately
known, and notwithstanding the respect
paid to his acknowledged merits in pub-
11c life, it was in the social circle, and
in the society of his family and frlcnds,

‘that his character appeared in it’s most

favourable aspect. On these ocgasions
it was 1impossible not to be struck wih
that soul of benevolence which disclosed
itseif in every word and look, and witn
that simplicity of maunner thch indica-
ted that he had not a thonght to conceal.
As his views were extensive, and his
experience considerable, so the tenor of
his conversation was always mstrucuvc
and it may most truly be said of him,
thata WOI‘!SC&I‘CC[Y ever escaped his lips
that was not directed to some bencvolent
purpose,to impart pleasure, to commu-
nicate knowledge or to do good. Hix

erson- and appcarancc were  strik-
ingly impressive, and conciliated attach-
ment, whilst thcy mspired respect. His
manner was peculiarly natural and en-
gaging ; and throughout his discouise,
the aptitude of his illustrations, and the
playfulnees of his fancy, always confined
within the strictest bounds of propriety
and decorum, never failed to delight his .
hearers.

For a lpng time the declining state of
Mr. Rathbone’s hcalth had caused tha
most serious apprehensions to his friends;
but a few months since, his complamr,
assumegd a more ul.lrmm«r form, and h4
had to struggle with suﬁ'e"mgs bcyond
what genera!ly fall to the lot of humas=
nity, If there be a spectacle on earth
more peculiarly dmc.rvmg of a ...dmlratmr;
than any other, it is the contcmp!.\tmn
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»of a firm and virtuous mind, rising su-
 perior to corporcal sufferings, and shin-
« img forth in all its lustre amidst the
¢ ywens of its earthly frame. In the last

- William Britcher.

fined continually to her bed or her chair 3
izor counld she even feed herself. In this
state of affliction she would frequently
say, ¢ What God wills 1s best.”” She

period of the life of Mr. Rathbone, this
spectacle was most eminently displayed.
The moments that could be spared from
actual suffering, were assiduously devoted
to the consolation of his affectionate fa-
mily, and the soctety of his friends, with
whom he conversed on his approaching
death, not only with fortitude, but with
cheerfulness. ‘The faculties of his mind
were umimpaired to the last moment,
when without a struggle he resigned his
spirit into the hands of his Creator.

¢ ‘Thrice happy! whe the biameless road

along
Of honest praise, hath reach’d the vale
of death! .
Around him, like ministrant cherubs,
throng
His better actions; to the parting
breath
Singing their blessed requiems; he the
while, | |
Gently reposing on some friendly
breast,
Breathes out his henisons; then with a
smile
Of soft complacence lays him down
to rest, |

Calm as the slumbering infant.” \

His remains were attended to the
grave in the burial ground of the
Quakers’ socicty, in Liverpool, by a very
Jarge concourse of his friends, of all
ranks, and of wvarious religious denomi-
nations, who wvoluntarily assembled to
pay the last tribute to his virtues, and by
whom he will long be held in affec-
tionate remembrance.

Mr. Rathbone muarried, 1n the year
x786, the only daughter of NMr. Kichard
Reynolds, late of Cole-brook Dale, but
now of Bristol, who has survived him,
and by whem he has left four sons and
a daughter to profit by his example, and
to rcvere his memory.

"~ 1809, March 13, died at Ditchling,
Mrs. SARAH BRQWNE, aged 63
years. From her youth she had been
a2 mcmber of the General Baptist con-
pexion, and while living, set an c¢xam-
ple of resignation and patience scldom
é¢qualled, and perhaps never excelled.
Far more than forty years she had solost
the use of her limbs that che was con-

was of a cheerful disposition and fond of
conversation, though her speech was
much affected, so that it was with difh-
culty she could be understood. Though
her body was impaired, her mind did
not appear to be affected ; and she very
much improved it by reading. Tlistory
and divinity were her chief subjects.
She was acquainted with some of the
late venerable Mr. Lindsey’s wrtings,
and she was one of the many who re-
vered his memory. In her sentiment
she was strictly an Unitarian, and wa
much rejoiced in having the opportunity
of reading the New Testament in an
improved wversion. It was a very great
difficulty for her to turm over the leaves
of a book, yet, as T am informed, she
read, im the course of last summer, the
whole bible throngh. Being zealous for
the public worship of God, she was ge-
nerally at meeting on a Sunday, con-
stantly paying a person for drawing her
thither. She was of a liberal generous
disposition, and would cheerfully con-
tribute towards the expences of religion.
She was interred in a family buryng-
ground at Ditchling on the x7th, and a
funeral sermon was preached according
to her desire, fiom Psalm xciv. 19. “In
the multitude of my thoughts thhm’
me, thy comforts delight my coul.
Many were present to pay a tribute of
respect to her memory: and her body
was committed to the'ground in a mo-
dest confidence that in the last day she
will rise to stand in the congregation of
the just.
” A. B.

March 14, 1809, died at Rolvenden,
Kent, WILLIAM BRITCHER, 1o
the 20th year of his age. He began
to 2dd.ess 2 public audience during his
16th year, in an engaging manner, and
di.covered considerable abilities for the
ministry. At this curly period he was
baptized, and became a member of the
General Baptist Church at Rolvenden.
His mother, a widow, taught a few chil~
dren to read, and her son among the rest;
this was the only instruction he had en-
joyed, for he was soon obliged to earnt
his livelihaod. His appearance and #c-
ceptance as a public speaker, marked bim
out as u propeg persop to he placed of
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thar very useful Institution, the Gemeral

Baptist Lducatian Sacid:y—-_-_; and beiﬁg
recommended by Samuel Brent, Esq. of
Greenland Dock, he was, in' January,
1807, put under the tuition of the Rev.
John Evans, Isington. Here he pur-
sued his studies with diligence and atten-
tion,—giving proof that he would soon
attain a considerable knowledge of the
Greek a2nd Latin languages—making
himself, at the same time, acquainted
with other branches of learming, neces-
sary for the Christian ministry. But
alas! the termination of the year proved
the termination of his literary career—
an accident with his kaee, previous to
his coming te Islington, had' occasioned
a painful swelling in the part :—on his
return to the country, it grew worse<—
and ended in amputation. But it was teo
Jate—the complaint induced a consump-
tive habit—and a premature decay of the
vital powers, brought him to his grave.
He bore the operation, and endured his
fast illness with amazing fortitude and
resignation. MHe was interred, March
s0th, at his own desire, in frout of the
Mecting-house at Rolvenden, and was
carried thither by four ministers. An
appropriate Address was delivered at the
grave, by Mr. 8. Blundell, of Rolvenden,
and a suitable Discourse from the pul-
pit, by Mr. T. Payne, of Burwash,
trom Luke, xx1ii. 28. Daughters of Feru-
salem, weep not for me, {Se. A great
compary of the friends of the deceased
were present, and marks of respectful
and affectionate regret were visible in
their countenances. His religious senti~
ments werc rational as well as scriptural
~—and his delivery remarkably placid and
easy—he was a warm advocate of the
glorious doctrine of Universal Restora-
tion.

Short was Ais journey to the silent tomb,
A path o’ershaded by Afiliction’s gloom,
With sweet content the darksome vale

he trod, .
In meek submission to the will of Gop !
Cranbrovk, March j30. S. D.

- March 24, died at Norwich, Mr. B.
ROE. FHe was ong of those unostenta-
tious and unassuming men, whese virtues
and ecxcellencies, though mot calculated
to dazzle or attract the eyes of the world,
deserve to be recerded, and held in long
remembrance and deserved vstimation,
Few men bave sustained the important
¢haracter of Christian, bushand and fa«
ther with a mare spotless fame.  He was
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educated in, and long attached to . the
opinions . of Calvinism, and, for m

years, he was a member of the sociéty of
Independent Dissenters; assembli aL
the Old Meeting, Norwich. He left that
society, with several other of its mem-
bers, about 20 years ago, on the formae-
tion of another Church, founded on the
same principles, which was first .under
the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Hart,
and of which the Rev. Mr. Severn, (now
of Hull) and the Rev. Mr. Parker, {(new
of I.ewes) were successively  Pastors.
This society afterwards divided, and Mr.
Roe, with several other of its members,
who had, for some time, doubted the
truth of the Calvinistic system, joined
the Unitarian Congregation, of which
the Rev. P. Houghton, (now of Prince’s
Street, L.ondon) was then minister. Mr.
Roe became an Unitarian from a long
and attentive examination of the Scrip-
tures, and from the sincerest conviction.
Often has the writer of this article heard
him express his happiness at the change
which had taken place in his religious

views ; often has he dwelt on the com- -

fort which they inspired, and the ani-

calculated to awaken and preserve. They
were his support while living, and the

source of his consolation and hope in the -

hour of dissolution.

As a husband and father, he was uni-
formly kind and affectionate. He was
tenderly beloved by his children, and sin-
cerely respected by all who knew him.
His friends were not numerous, but they
were most sincerely attached to him: he
endeared them te him by the svavity of
his manners, the unaffected goodness of
his heart, the candour, opénness and li-
berality of his disposition. He was a sin-
cere and warm friend to civil as well as
religious frecdom, and, although he was:
not a noisy or clamorous partisan, yet,.
the causc of liberty, and the interests of
any of its true votaries, always found i
him a sure and steady advocate. He was,

- attacked about ten days before his death,

by a severe typhus fever, which put a
period to his mortal life, in the 64th year
of his age. Long will his memory be
revered, and long may his example be
imitated by his surviving children and
friends. | | A E, T.

- March 25th, 1809, died, in, the 29th
year of her age, Mrs. SARAH NAISH
of Romsey. Her death was occasianed
by apoplexy. she had been a wife for

WwWere .



240
My, Thomas Triph.

the short period only bf seven monthsg,

her husband has sustained an irreparable
lass. Her conduct proved that her breast
was the seat of real picty. It may be
said, that the wedding garment was
sgarcely taken off, when the shroud was
put op. When health, youth. and vi-
gour are called to quit this mortal state,
it naturally excites sympathy : but seldem
has there been such a general sensation
as on the present occasion; both in the
town where she lived, and among a nu-
merous circle of friends amd acquaint-
ance. |

Ramsey, April 17, 1809. -

Lately died, Mr. THOMAS TRIPP,
of Lowestoff.. The manner in which
he was attended to his grave, 1s one
testimony of the Ligh esteem in which
he was held. More than three fourths
of the population of the town accomp-
panied him, not influenced by idle
curiosity, but by a sincere attachment to
the virtues he had for Sixty-five years
displayed amongst them. The rich and
the poor, the advocate for an established
creed, and the Sectarian of each class,
mnited to express their regret for one,
whose piety, integrity and benevolence
had proved him to be the friend of every
sincere Christian, and the helper of every
brother in distress, whether jew or gen-
tile, bond or free. Mr. Tripp was edu-
cated as a member of the Church of En-
gland. When young, the Methodists
were beginning to spread their tenets,
and were every where spoken against.
T his did not discourage Mr. Tripp from
hearing and judging for himself. 'The
consequence was a full conviction ef his
~ duty to promote the Wesleyan system.
His change of opinton exposed him to
great insult, and his desire to give to
others the reason of his own*hope, sub-
jected him to persecution; and more
than once ta the hazard of his life. The
gentleness of his manners, and the genu-
ine philanthropy he possessed, induced
others to join his cause, and, though be-
ginning with himself, he has lived to see
a very large and respectable society of
methodists formed in his native town,
and himself a generous contributor to
the rebuilding and enlarging of their
place, within these few years. His cir-
cumstancesin early life werce limited—his
own labour was his only support. By in-
tegrity he gained friends, and was a strike~
ing proof, that 'godliness has gain in
band as well as in store, As wealth in~
creased, his benevelence enlarged, and
shere has not for years been a charitable

Obzituary.

Ars. Ansilla Bartin,
Institution formed, or.-a subject of dis<

-tress presented to Mr. Tripp, to which

he has not been a ready and liberal con-
tributor. ‘The manner of his gift greata
Iy heightened the favour. He seemed.
himself, to be the person obliged.’
Though frequently imposed upon by
characters unworthy of his bounty, his
reply to those who recommended cau-
tion in his beneficence was striking :« |
thought I was doing my duty, but, if 1
have been mistaken omnce, I must not
suspect others who may deserve relief;
perhaps the very imposition that has
been practised, may some time do good.™
Mr. Tripp had not enjoyed the benefits .
of education, but he was peculiarly anx-
jous to communicate them to others.
He proved by his conduct, that morals
are not difficult to be understood, and
that the practice of purity of life, and
forbearance to enemies, are the best
means to- conciliate the regard of the
thoughtless, and obtain the reverence of
the good of all classes in society. An
appropriate Funeral Sermon was preach-
ed for him on the evening of interment,
by one of the methodist ministers belong-
ing to thac district, to an auditory the
most crowded, the most attentive, and
most indicative of the general esteen. in
which their departed brother was held.
On the Sunday following, in conse-
quence of his own place being unable to
contain the auditory disposed to attend
on the occasion, the Committee of the
Methodist Chapel in Lowestoff, request- .
ed the Rev. M. Maurice to use they
place, when he delivered a Sermon to
one of the largest Congregations ever
witnessed in the town, on the private,
social and public excellencies of Mr.
Tripp. -

April sth, 1809, Mrs. ANSILLA
BARTON, wife of Mr. Samuel Bar-
ton, of Bishopsgate-street. She had
been long and seyverely tried by bodily
affliction, which she bore as became a
Christian. Her virtues were many and
great, but never ostentatioys. She was
beloved most by those that knew her
best. Her family deplore her loss with
a degree of sorrow, which nothing but
the consolations of Christianity can al-
leviate. May her children, who cannot
fail to cherish her memory, copy . her
excellence! Public notice was taken
of the death of this useful and valuahle
lady, on Sunday morning, the 6th inst.
at, the Gravel-Pit Mecting, Hackney,
where she had been a¢cusionicd to wor=
ship the One God, | |
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UNITARIAN BOOK SOCIETY.

The anniversary of this Socisty was
held on Thursday, the 2oth instant, at
the City of I.ondsn Tavern, Bishopsgate

sirect.  'he company was numerous;
shout 70 persons sat down to dinner.
The chair was ably filled by Ebenezer
Johnston, esq, the treasurer. Besides
the vsual sentiments, there were ziven
from the chair the following, which drew
forth some conversation and friendly dis-
cussion 3 Viz. the inteaded cheap Tract
Seciety, and Mr. Wywill’s proposed petition
to Parliament jor the abolition of all penad
statutes, relative to religious opinions. The

Rev. fere. Joyce, the secretary, informed

the company, that the society was in
a more flourishing condition than in any

period since its institution, and that se-

venteen members had been added in the

last year ; though it created not an un-

pleasant surprise in the meeting to hear

from him, that the number of members

in this society is less than that in the

Western.  The portrait of Mr. Belsham,
painted and eazraved by order of the

society at the last anniversary, was, we

observed, exhibited in the room.

VISIT OF THE PRINCES TO THE SYNAGOGUE.

. t

Beneath, the reader will find, ex-
rracted from the public papers, an ac-
count of aroyal visit to the synagogue,
en Friday the 14th instant, on occasion,
we believe, of some grand ceremonies
perfarmed at the commencement of one
of the Jewish feasts. The account is
not always intelligible 3 in some particu-
lars it may be incorrect. It is worth
p:eserving, however, as a proof at once
of the extended toleration of the times,
and of the readiness of the people.of the
Jewstoemploy themost nauseous fattery,
when it suits their purpose. Let not the
English Jews any more revile their
French brethren for their extravagant
culogiums on Napoleon, and their ap-
piication of the scriptures to him. His
brilliant actions and his splendid muni-
ficence may dazzle the eyes of his sub-
jects, especially of those who are but
lately recovered from the house of bond-
age, and prevent their perceiving the
dark parts of his churacter; but what
¢xcuse can be offered for parodying scrip-
ture and shouting narLervyaus in ho
hour of ¢ the Mukes of Cambridge,
Sussex, and Cumberland ! 1 ———-1t is
worthy of notice, that the newspapers
anuounced that the Duke oF York was
nvited to this religious comedy. He had
suflicient good scise to stay away, and
ot to raise public indignation against
the Jews, by suffering them to appear
publicly, at such a time, as his friends,
But there can be no doubt that the pa-
rody of scripture and the Hallelvjabs
were composed under an expectation of
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the Duke of York’s being present, to
hear them and to be cheered by them.

The parody we allude to i on the con-
clusion of the 24th Psalm. Pity that tha
Psalm itself had not been sung on the
entrance of the princes. We should
have liked to have heard them, with the
Duke of York at their head, greeted as
they made their appearance. with the
3d and 4th werses: HWho sh:dl ascend inte
the bhill of the Lord ? anl avho shal' stand
in his boly place? He THAT HATH
CLEAN HANDS AND A PURE HEART
WHO HATH NOT LIFT UP HIS SOUL
UNTO VANITY, NUOUR SWGRN DECEIT=-
FULLY. : _

'We make not these remarks from dis-
respect of the Jews. We venerate that
people a; the oldest body of Unitarians
in the nation and in the world; and
we are grieved when they do not reve-
rence themscives.  The nmore serious’
part of them must be offcnded at the
prostitution of th ir worship to tempbial
ohjuets.  To them, wnd to their br:thren
in gencral, we would recommend the
resolution of Elihu, in the book of job,
ch. xxxii. vs 21, 22. Zet meace, 7 pray
you, aCoept any ma’s porson , ueicher lak
me grve fotieriog tithes unto muan. Lor
I knowe not to prae flatecig litlesy foran
50 doing my Muker wvonld toke me «cay.

“ On Iriday, at ha'f past si» o’clock,
the Dukes of Cambridge, pu sex, and
Cuomberland, attended the Great Syna-
gogue, in Duke’s Place, to witness the
Yiebrew form of worship.  The prepa-
ration made to rcceive the princes,

I
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evinced the loyalty of the Jewish people,
and the spectacle presented dpon the oc-
casion was magnificent and solemn.
Duke’s-place was crowded by persons of
every description, and the interference
of the city. marshal, with his attendants,
was necessary to prescrve order. At five
o’c.ock, the commitee, composed of ten
gentlemen, and the elders of the syna-
gogue, took their seats. They were at-
tended by their functionaries, bearing
white wands,
red sash over their shoulder. The daors
were then opened, and the congregation
walked orderly in. "T'he interior of the
synagogue displayed a wvery superb ap-
pearance. The seats on each side were
raised, and the pulpit in the centre was
adorned by crimson and gold. A space
between the pulpit and the ark was ap-
propriated to the royal dukes and the
nobility, who stood upon a. rich plat-
form, with four beautiful Egyptian
ehaiss and stands, for the books, flowers,
&c. The ark was also superbly orna-
mented. A crimson curtain, embroi-
dered with gold, hung before it, and the
light of an Egyptian lamp added to the
+olemnity of the scene. 'The synagogue
was brilliantly illuminated by chande-
liers. The high priest rabbi (Hirschel)
in his sacerdotal habit, displayed unusual
magnificence ; he was dressed in a robe
of white satin of conziderable value, or-
dered for him expressly by Abraham
Goldsmid, Esq. ‘'T'he royal dukes ar-
rived in the carriage of Mr. Goldsmid,
and their own carriages followed with se-
veral ladies of distinction.  They were
conducted to the synagogue by Messrs.
Goldsmid, Ellison, Cohen, &c. During
their entrance, the following introduc-
tion commenced with a grand chorus :

Open wide the gates for the princely
train,

The heav’n-blest offspring of our king !

The following Iecbrew hymn was then
SUnNg :
o

i proper habits, and a
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ODE.

. Thou world’s great rcgent,' Lord of all f

‘Thy strength unto our king be giv'n;

- His days prolong; his foes appal;

His throné fix firmly under heav’n.
Ever may he his foes subdue, ’
And clothe with shame his enemies ;
Flis days shall virtue, blooming view,
- His faith, the world shall tranquillise.

CHORU=.
Awake! O Israel's house, arise!

Our princes’ presence your delight;
Thus honour’d here, all shall unite
In praise resounding to the skies.— Hal-

lelujah ! ‘
Rarse, rai-e the voice; let congregations
sing,
With elevated
king.

shout, Long live the

Hallelujah | Amen.

After the royal party had taken their
seats with Admiral Colpoys, Walde-
degrave, and several aldermen, the He-
brew prayer for the royal family com-
menced, asit is usvally read on sabbaths
and festivals.

The singing was excellent, and the
royal dukes appeared much gratified by
the choruses. When the ark was opened
to take out the five books of Moses, the
princes were conducted by Mr. Gold-
smid to view the interior, at which they
expressed great satisfaction, the struct-
ture being grand and beautiful. The
high priest, in honour of the royal
dukes, made an offcring to the charity
of fifty guineas, and the ceremony
throughout was extremely interesting.
"T'he galleries were crowded with bean-
tiful Jewesses, who attracted muchof the
attention of the royal pmity.  After the
scrvice, the princes went to the mansion
of Mr. A. Goldsmid, where a grand
entertainment was prepared, Wwhich was
followed by a coucert.

——y
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A COMPLETLE LISTY OF XNIEW
T LOG Y

Y. Seleci Lise.

General Redemption the only Proper
Basis of General Beuncvolence; a l.etter
addressed to Robert Hawker, D. D.
Vicar of Charles, Plymouth. Svggested
by his Defence of the london IFemale
P.nitentiary, recently established in the

e e ®
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PUBLICATIONS OYN DMQRALS AND
IN APRIL, J&09,
vicinity of 1t<lnt)gt(>11. By John Evans

A. M. 8vo. 1s. 6d.

Mortality Improved with regard to
its Consequences. A Funeral Sermion,
on Occarion of the deaths of Mrs..Ehza-
beth Maullin, and her daughtc’r-xr}-!aw,
Mrs. Elizabeth Whitchouse, delivercd
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at Cosely, in Staffordshire, December
g1, 1208. By Richard Fry. 8vo.

Exercises in Religious Knowledge
for the Imstruction of Young Persons.
By Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton. 2s.

2. Publications relating te the Fast Day.

Consideration Enforced: in a Sermon
delivered at Stoke Newington, in the
Forenoon, and at St. Bennett Grace-
church, in the Evening, of Wednesday,
February 8, 1809. DBy George Gaskin,
D. D. Rector of both places.  8vo.

A Discourse preached in the Episcopal
Chapel, Cowgate, Edinburgh, February
9, 1809. By Archibald Allison, L. L. B.
Prebendary of Sarum, and Senior Mi-
nister of that Chapel. 1xs.

A Sermon on the Prevailing Corrup-
tions of the Age; preached in the Pa-
rish Church of Fulham. By W. Potch-
ett, Domestic Chaplain to the Lord
Bishop of I.ondon. 1s. |

Christian Patriotism ;3 a Fast Sermon.
- By Johnson Grant, ‘A. M. Curate of St.

Pancras. 1s O6d.
- Sermons tn Volumes.

A Series of Discourses on the Princi-
pies of Religious Belicf, as connected
with Human Happiness and Improve-
ment. By the Rev. R. Meorehead, A. M.
3vo. 9s. —

Paganism and Christianity compared,
in a Course of Lectures to the King’s
Schelars at’” Westminster, in " the years
1806-7-8. By John Ireland, D. D. Pre-
bendary and Sub-Dean of Westminster.
8vo. 10s. 6d. ‘

4. Siugle Sermons.

The Star in the East; a Sermon deli-
vered in the Parish Church of St. James,
Bristol, on Sunday, February 26, 1809,
for the Benefit of ¢¢ The Society for Mis-
sions to Africa and the East.” By the
Rev. Claudius Buchanan, L. L.D. from
India. 1s. 6d. or 2s. stitched.

Youth Admonished to Submit to the
Guidance of God; a Sermon preached at
Hull, January 8, 1809.
Payne, A. M.

Christ Exalted and Gentiles Saved ; a
Sermon at Salem Chapel, Reading. By
T, Wood. 1s. 6d. ’

’ Gontrowersy.

The Constancy of Israel. An Un-
prejudiced Illustration of some of the
most Important Texts of the Bible; or
@ Polemical, Critical, and T heological
I.{-“PIY to a Public Letter by Lord Craw-
turq, addressed to the Hebrew Nation.
Written, without Prejudice, by Solo-
on  Bennett, native of Poland, and
»P’f‘)fes."llng the Arts in London. .8vo.

By George .
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Reflections on the Appointment of
Dr. Milner as the Political Agent of the
Roman Catholic Clergy of Ireland. By
the Rev. T. Elrington, D. D. as,

The Clergy of the Church of England
Truly Ordained. By the Same. gs. |
A. Letter from a Country Clergyman
to his Parishioners ; in which are con-
sidered a few of the Arguments and
Practices of some of the Modern Dissen-
ters. By John Nance, M. A. Fellow of

Worcester College, Oxford. 1s. 6d.

Memoirs of the King’s Supremacy,
and of the Rise, Progress, and Results
of the Supremacy of the Pope in differ-
ent Ages and Nations, so far as Relates
to Civil Affairs. By Thomas Brooke
Clarke, D. D. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Letters to the Rev. G. S. Faber, on his
Interpretation of the Language of St.
Paul, as to the Man of Sin. By the
Rev. N. Nisbet. 1s. ‘

The Grounds on which the Church
of England separated from the Church
of Rome re-considered, in a View of the
Romuish Doctrine of the Eucharist 3 with
an Explanation of the Ante-penultimate
Answer in the Church Catechism. By
Shute, Bishop of Durham. 1is.

| 6. Miscellanecous.

Commutation of Tithes im Ircland
Injurious to the Church and also to the
Poor. 1s.6d. - :

An Essay on Humanity to Animals.
By Thomas Young, A. M. abridged.
1s. 6d. _ | :

The Indagator; or the I.awfulness and
Unlawfulness of Defensive and Offensive
War considered: by which the True
Wharriors are contradistinguished from
the Pagan Heroes, adapted to the pre-
sent Times. By Sparkes Molitor. 8vo.

A short Account of the Rise, and
Progress of Religion, in the Village of
Woburn, Bucks; with a Poecm, enti-
tled ¢ The Blessings of Woburn.” By
T. English.  8vo. 1s. 6d. |
Thoughts and Remarks on Estabiish-
ing an Institution for the Suppert and
Education of Unportioned respectable
Females. By the Author of the . Step-
mother. Crown 8vo.

Considerations addressed to a Young
Gentleman, on some T'rials of Principle
and Character, which may arise in the
Course of his Ministry. By Stevenson
Macgill, D. D. Minister of the Trone
Church of Glasgow. 12mo. 4s.

The Alexandrian Schaol; or a Nar-
rative of the First Christian Profcssion
in Alexandria, with Ohservations on the
influence they still maintain over -the
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Established Church. By Mr. Jerning-
ham. 2s.

TrEATISES on the SEVENTY YEARS’
CartiviTy of the Jews, foretold by
Jercmiah 3 and particularly on the Se-
venty Wecks Prophecy of DWapiel, the
Truth of which i1s at last Demonsirated,
With somne Remarks on a different Sub-
ject of Scripture. By the Rev. S. Suo-
roLp, Rector of Kencot, Oxon. 2s.

7. WNewv LEdittons.

A Discourse preached before the Rev.
Dr. William» Gretton, Archdeaconof Es-
scx, at his Visitation at Danbury, on
T'uesday, July 8, 1206. By Francis
Stcne, M. A. F.S. A. Rector of Cold
Norten. 4th Edition, 1s. 6d. '

_ Theologzical Dissertations, by John
Erskine, D. D. late one of the Ministers
of Edinburgh, Second Edition, corrected,
T'o which 1s prefixed an Account of the

Author, by Thomas Davidson, D. D.
Portrait, 12mo. 3s. 6d. ,

- Reflections on the Books of the Holy
Scripture, to Establish the Truth of the
Christian Relizion. By Peter Allix,
D. D. Printed from the Corrected Copy
of the Bishop of Llandaff. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

An Inquiry into the Secondary Causes
which Mr. Gibbon has assigned for the
Rapid Growth of Christianity. By the
Honourable Sir David Dalrymple, Eart.
- One of the Judges of the Courts of Ses-
sion and Justiciary. To which is now
prefixed, a Brief Memoir of the Life and
Writings of the Author. 12mo. 4s.
extra boards.

Sentimental Beauties from the Writ-
ings of the late Dr. Blair ; alphabetically
arranged. With a Copious Account of
the Life and Writings of the Author. A
New YEdition, with Additions. By W.
H., Reid.  gs.

NOTICES.
UNITARIAN FUND,

The AnNvarL MEeeTinNg of this So-
ciety will be holden, according to cus-
tom, on the Wednesday in the Whitsun-
week ; viz. May 24th, 1809, The reli-
giocus service will be cariied on at Par-
}tament Court Chapel, (Mr. Vidler’s)
Artillery Lane, Bishopsgate Street; to
begin at cleven o’clock. ‘The Sermon
to the Socicty will be preached by the
Rev. 'T'homas Rees, minister of New-
ington Green. A public collection will
be made on behalf of the Fund.

After service, the Society will pro-
veed to their yearly business, receiving
the Fifsh Roport of the Committee, choos-
ing officers tor the ensuing year, &c.

At half-past three e’clock the mem-

New Publications.— Notices.

bers and friends of the Society will dine
together at the LoNpoN TAVERN, Bish.
opsgate Street. It is found necessary to
remove from the former place of meet-
ing, it not being spacious enough to ac-
commodate the company which assem-
bled last year, and it being hoped that
the company on this occasion will in-
crease rather than diminish every year,
Notices and tickets will be sent to all
the subscribers, within reach of the
two-penny and thrée-penny post; other
persons meaning to favour the Society
with their presence, are requested to
apply for tickets to the treasurer; or se-
cretary ; or the stewards Mr. William
Titford, Union Street, Spitalfields; Mr.
Thomas Freeman, Dyer’s Court, Alder~
manbury ; and Mr. David Eaton, 187,
High Holborn. The price of the
tickets i1s sIX SHILLINGS.- Subscrib .
ers and friends from the country whe
mean to be present, are requested to sig-
nify the same to some one of the gen.
tlemen above-mentioned, that the din.
nermay be ordered accordingly.

CHEAP TRACT SOCIETY.
More than fifty persons having sent in
their names to the Editor as subscribers
to the Society proposed above, he an-
nounces with pleasure that a publie
meeting will be held on Monday, ¢he
eigKtb of May, at the King’s Head Tavern,
in the Poultry, at six & clock in the evening,
to consider of some resolutions to serve
as the basis of the Institution. To this
meeting all those that have given thear
names, residing in and near the metro-
polis, will be suvmmoned by letter;
and all other persons are hereby invited
who wish to forward the object. The

-gencral design is to furnish moral and

religious T'racts, practical in their ten-
dency, yet rational in their principles,
for the instruction of the poor ; by their
plainness suited to the understandings,
and by their cheapness to the means, of
mechanics and husbandmen. It is
thought that much good may be done in
an economical way; that by the distri-
bution, especially by the sale of small
publications, many converts may be

.madc¢ to Christian morality, and many

Christians may be buiit up in.their vir-
tuous habits. At least, the experiment
is 'worth trying, and those that are leust
sanguine as to the result must wish suc-
cess to the object.

N. B. The Editoris happy to acknow-
ledge the receipt of thz‘Packet from M.
H. coutaining a bank of England ZFids

"
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Pounds Note,and a delightful story,to be female correspondent will, we trust, pre-
enrolled amongst the 'Tracts, entitled vail upon other ladies to employ their
« William's Return; or, Good News talents and their pensin a similar man-

for Cottagers.” The example of our ner.

CORRESPONDENCE.

J ot Y
e o = A <

Although we have given 12 pages more in the present number than our
usual quantity of letter-press, we are again obliged to apologize for the ron-ap-
pearance of several articles that were promised: we trust that our Correspondents
will indulge us with their patience, and that our readers will, on perusing the
number, feel no dissatisfaction on account of what is omitted.

A friend has favoured us with the copy of a long letter of Dr. Watts’s, hitherto
unpublished, to Mr. Stogdon (whose memoirs we have lately laid before our
readers), on the subject of the Trinity. This interesting and valuable document
shall be inserted in our next, as an accompaniment to the ¢ Supplement to the
Memoirs of Mr. Stogdon,” by the author of the Memoirs, which will also appear
in the same number. :

From another friend and correspendent, the Rev. Dr. Toulmin, we have received
a copy of ¢ Queries relative to Religious Liberty and Church Establishments,’”
submitted to the candour of Robert Robinson of Cambridge, by Dean Tucker,
with a letter of Mr. Robinson’s on the occasion, and two other letters on different
occasions, all originals. As some of our readers will be naturally impatient for
these communications, it is designed to give them, if possible, in th: M. Repos.
for Faune.

The following communications are intended for publication:—Verses addressed -
to the Querist, M. Repos. for March, p. 141; Lines occasioned by the death of
W. Britcher; Poetical Tribute to the memory of Miss Finch; Continuation of
the Dissertation on the Existence of the Devil; Mr. Alichin, on the compatibility
of the necessity of pain and evil with the Almighty Power of God; Unitarianism
proved, and Trinitarianism refuted, &c. a second lette_r b_y Qrito.; W’s argument
against praying to Christ; Anecdote to shew that Unitarianism is adapted to the

unlearned. ] . o .
The query of « Q. in a Corner” is under consideration ; the Editor is obliged by

his ¢¢ Private Confidential Hint.”” Juvenis’s Allegory is pretty, but he must prune
the luxuriance of his style before he appears in public. The anecdote related by
J- N. is certainly more striking in his way of relating it than in ours, but it is of
too little importance to be again submitted to our readers.
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