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RS. SHEPPARD’s father was
a merchant in London, of
considerable pr operty, who lost his
all by shipwreck. She was brought
up in the tenderest manner till she
was 14 vears old, when she was
obliged to go out in the capacity
of a wcutmcr maid to a DMrs.
Hughes, wh() insisted on her going
down stairs backward, when hﬂht-
ing ler from her room, bcmg a
very proud woman. About the
year 1708, an amiable young
man, without fortune, conceived
A great regard for her, but though
mutual, a matrimonial connectlon
was dleOlllclO'("J as there was not
asufficiency on elther side to sup-
porta family. Fe went abroad’;
but at length Providence sent hun
by the death of ane uncle, a good
tortune, which he wroté her word
of; and expressed his joy in it on
DO other account than as it pro-
mised to remove cvery difficulty
out of the way of their mutual
hrlppmess On his return, he fell
W ota fever, which proved mortal
On this soxrowtul occasion, she

wrote an dtf'ectmﬂ lctter to the
VoL, 1V, 2

Jast failure of success fully

Editor of the SpEcTATOR, IDSErt~
ed Vol. Il. No. 163, Thursday,
Scpt. 6, 1711 ; and induced the
moving story of Constanua and
Theodosius, No. 164.

Mrs. S. was some time gover-
ness in the family of an anrhsh
Merchant in Sweden, but not be-
ing well used by his wife, she re-
turned to 1..1)0ldnd and became a
waiting-woman to Lady " Vane.
She afrerwards kept a day school
at Ipswich, was sometime private
teacher to thc Miss Burward’s of
Woodbridge, (Mrs. Harmer, of
Wattesfield, was one of them,) and
lastly, I\’Iatmu to the Ioundling
Hospital in London ; in which si-
tuation she remained but one
week, owing to the machinations
of some interested person. This
con-
vinced her {riends that the cause
of her not continuing long in place
was notin herself alone, and there-
fore they allowed her twenty or
twenty-tive pounds a-year. for life,
and she took lodgings in London,

‘where she died.

R
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No. 1.
- To M. Say.

Stockholm, May y° 181b, Whit NMonday.

Reverd. Sr.

1 hope 'ong before this yed have had
the satisfaction to hear by my sister, that
Y arriv’d safe at Stockholm on the 28th
of 'April, after a tedious passage of a
month, lacking one day; tho’the Cap=®.
reckoned it a fine one; but I am sure I
found it bad enough in every respect. I
dditbt not but sister gave you a particular
aecount, as I desired her, of my voyage,
for which reason, I shall not repeat it.
I flatter myself that you and dear Mrs.
Say were joy’d to hear I was safe land-
ed ; it is needless to tell you' how much 1
was so ; and indeed my pleasure and glee
waz so great the first step I set on Terra-

#firma that it was not to be expressed,
but only felt. My poor carcase had been
used so much to tumbling and tossing
about in the ship, that I could not stand,
nor walk steady for a week after. But
thanks be to the Almichty that I am got
safe here: and I am thankful tomy cap-
tain, whose skill,and prudence, and wise
management was the second means of
my safety. I little thought, when I was
at the launching of the ship, at Ipswich,
about 2, yéars since, that I should venture
my all in her. ’Tis a fine large ship,
which afforded me some comiort j for I
thought my danger was not so great
.as in a smaller. We were seven days in
that dangerous Cattegat (the wind being
contrary,) which a fair wind wou’d have
carried us thro’ in one day ; but we had
no storms, which might have proved fa-
tal] for want of sea-room ; for there is an

“Innumerable company of rocks that are
inwvisible, which mukes the place more
formidable to the sailors; for many a
noble ship has been lost there, and many
thousands of lives. The captain shew’d
imme there, and in divers other places, as
we sailed, where he saw many ships lost
before his eyes, and he escaped. The
wonders I sawin the great waters fill’dnie
with vast admiration and meditation, and
mauy pleasing (and I hope profitable) so-
liloquies 1 had : " this entertainment last-
¢d the best part of the way ; but at times
my thoughts were so much ruflied and
discompos’d as even to distract me with
my present fears and sufferings. 1 was
fearful that I shou’d never get to the
‘port 1 was designing ; (and if I shou’d,
what a strange land it was to be settled
in !) and anxious as to the success [ might
have in it, and groaning umwardly that I

was oblig’d to forsake every thing tha;
1s dear to me: but every thing and crea-
ture scem’d to agree that go I must; apd
I hoped, and seemed firmly persuaded,
that it wou’d be for my good and advan.
taze in the main: there is no strivip

against the stream ; I believe the Al-
mighty has ordered miy station here, and
on that consideration desire, and will en-
deavour, to make myself as easy in
my exile as I can. D’ve left a land of

.plenty, and come to seek my bread

where the natives hardly find supplies
for themselves; but perhaps for my own
particular part, I may find more than I
have done for some time, and eat it with
less bitterness of spirit. 'The success of
all things belongs to God, and I trust
and hope I shall have more ease and sa-
tisfaction of, mind in some things than [
have had of late. As I hope to bawe
content in my business here, 1 shall make
it my study to grve it ; for without we
are mutually pleased, we can never go
smoothly-on in our way. o
I have been ever since I came on shore,
at an English merchant’s house, Mr.
Campbell being about removing to 2
new one as soon as it’s aired, and his
goods set up. His lady has kept her bed
almost ever since I’ve been here, she
having lately lain in, and buried her
child, and had a fever since ; but she is
pretty well recover’d now. I’ve-been
once to wait on her; the scene was odd
between us, she talking no English, and
I no Swedish or French: we both di
rected our discourse to each other, but
the lady I am with, who is a very pretty,
well bred, English young lady, inter-
preted for us both. They have 4 daugh-
ters, one but 5 years old, so 1 suppose she
is not te be immediately under my care
the eldest is about 13, as tall as myself ;
they are all fine, beautiful children,and
hear very apt to learn, which will be
pleasure to themselves, and a great casc
to me, for ’tis natural to desire to reap as
well as sow. Iam very apprehensive of
a great difficulty in my way, for the cld-
est only understands and speaks a little
English; I am to teach them English s
well as other things, and how I Shazl
make them understand me, when I cant
direct them in the languages they do une
derstand, is a weight on my mind atpre- -
sent, but perhaps [ may get over it better
than I think for. As to Mr. Campbell
he even at present charms me, he ap-
pears to have so many god-like qualifi-
cations ; there is so much goodness an
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cweetness in all bis words. and bcha-
viour, as makes him exceedingly agree-
able: 1 hope I shall find him as he re-
resents himself to me; he is a fine gen-
tleman, as well as hz}ndsome. [ bu_lld
my chief hopes on him, qxxderstandmg
none of the family else, which makes the
strange place appear the worse to me.
If I ask a servant for any thing, she gives
me a contrary thing. I asked once for
4 little water in a glass, and when 1
went into my chamber, I found to my

v

great surprise a boiling-pot full of hot.

waters and in this manner I'm served
often, which often brings to my mind the
Babcl-Builders; our language is so much
confounded.

The houses here are very large, re-
sembiing palaces, and the rooms very
spacious and well furnished; and the
costly ornaments of the ceiling, whxc.h
are done ia plaister of Paris, make it
shew exceeding grand. There are usual-
ly 2- or 3 families ip a house, nonec in-
terfering with one another. Each of
the apartments lets for threescore pounds
a year, some more, of these large houses.
We go up above tweuty stone steps to
this family’s apartment, where I am
and many of their outward rooms have
fine stone floors, but their chanibers and
dinin» room, are covered with deal over
the stone : fires have like to have demo-
lished this city divers times, both f om
Heaven and Earth; so they reckon the
stone some*security. How [ shall stand
before the co d 1 know not! Inundations,
fire, plague, and edrthquakes I’ve heard
much talked of since 1 came, some ex-
pressing their fears of all, and others
fearing nothing at all of efther. 1 can’t
say which of the elements I wou’d chuse
for my mastér, but leave it to my pre-
server and keeper to order the manner,
the time, and the means. I confess I de-
sire to die in muy own land. °Tis an in-
stinct implanted in the brute creation to
seck the place to die in, where they were
born and bred; and I find ’tis as much
in the rational species, for all nations de-
sire to go home and die. Here are not
many English in this place,—6 married
women, and about 30 men, the most of
which are married to Swedes. 1 am the
only :ingle one here of the English wo-
men, and, so, am firmly persuaded, shall
remain, for many reasons I have and they
may have as many. Here are very fine,
clever men here to look at, both English
and Swedes.

The Swedes are famous for making

great shews of religion, but having no
real regard to practise any. = Here is -an
English church; they have the service
of the Church of England in it every .
Sunday m:orning, at the English Envoy’s
chapel; the minister preaches French in
the afternoon, and has an unhappy
French accent. He always prays for
the Enzlish who are in a strange coun-
try, and far from their king and home.
He has about 2col. p. an. from our go-
vernment and what the Englsh give; I
think he has but threescore from his king.
Here is no other here that preaches Eng-
li- h. TIreceived his compliments the last
Sunday, on my coming here, as 1 did-
those of divers others: I am treated
very civilly and friendly by all

Here is a vast resort of all the Enzlish
and Swedes of fashion to this house : the
women are not comparable to_our Eng-
lish in leoks, dress, or behaviour: there
1s no differcnce in the men of fashion
between the English and the swedes,
for they dress the same, and seem very
compiai;ant ; but the women want neat-
ness in their behaviour 3 for I was sittin
bya young Countess, (as they called her;)
she not regarding where she spat made
me watch her the mare, and by good .
luck I catch'd up my coat just in time,
or I should have had what 1 had much
rather she would have kept to hersclf.
‘Their children, I perceive, do very rarc-
ly sit before their parents till th®y are 13
or 14 years old; and the children al-
ways salute the lady of a house, or
stranger, by taking up her Ppetticoat to
kiss it, and kneeling on one knee the
wﬁile, and the lady at the same time
keeps brushing her coat, and looks un-

easy at the respect that is.shew’d her.

Soon after I came here, a little Swede
came to me in the same way; I con-
cluded some hideous thing was on my
coat, and eagerly endeavoured to help
her off with it, but I soon saw my mis-
take, and kissed her face in return.

. All the provision here is very, indif-
ferent to what is in iingland; their mut-
ton as big as our small lamb, and their
lamb just as big as your cat, Blacky;
and a great deal of Cow beef they kill :
here is a standard for beef, but the kneg-
lish have better beef, and give more in
private. They eat a vast deal of salt
meat of all sorts; and have good fish,
only make it all so sal¢, and have such
filthy butter, that I've never tasted bit
nor. drop since here I came. They have
a great many dishes both at dinner and
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supper so there is something that I like
better than the rest, and shall not starve.
The merchants abound in French wine,
*tis as plenty as water, but that I don’t
much care for, liking it the least of any;
however, there is not one drop to be got
in the city; the captain wou’d have
brought some for England, but told me
he could not get any worth drinking,

and must give twenty pence a bottle.-

‘'he way 1s to drink a dozen folks’
healths, if there are so many at table, in
one glass of wine, sipping at each health,
and bowing. But the English always,
in love to their country and friends
there, drink up their glass when they re-
member their friends in England, as they
always do twice a day. - T could even
wish, at times, I could not remember
>em so much, because I am torn by all
that is dear to me: none can form a true
- notion of my sufferings in that way but
those that have left all and cross’d the
seas as I have done, which God keep
’em from! When I take the glass in
my hand, I wish it was some liquor to
make me forget ’em, because I love ém
rco much for my ease or tolerable being ;
and 1 am sure dear Mrs. Say has a gcod
share of my love, or rather bad, because
it torments me; for I long to see her
2und hear her, but I can’t, for there are
many waters between us; but they have
not, nor will not quench the love and re-
gard and sincere affection 1 have for her.
I often take a flicht to your fire-side, and
make you a long visit; sometimes I
‘breakfast, and somectimes I dine with
you. when I eat as you do, see ail, and
hear all, and am perceived by none.
Sometimes I hear you say, “ 1 wonder
hew poor Mirs. S. does, and where she
is now ;*’ then away I go for fear of sur-
prising you by sayinyg, ¢ Dear Mrs. Say,
¥ am here.” 1 often quit the body to
entertain myself with my friends in Eng-
land. C

I huve brought my musick here; 1t
has hung long on the willows, and I

?

have taken it down to sing a song in 4
strange land, which you may think odq:
I was persuaded to take it, it being vcr;‘
acceptable where I am to be. -

They have no grace said aloud here
and none at all after meat; but befofe’
they all stand round a table, the Swedes
with their eyes and hands lifted up for
the space of 3 minutes ; when they have
done, they bow and curtsey to EVEry per-
son ; it seems very odd. '

A gentleman told me yesterday yt he

“was lately at an iron-mine, where he

saw a man turned into petrified stone,
who had been kill’d by some accident ;
he was sitting, and his hand half way
lifted to his forehead, with a handker-
chief in his hand. His sweetheart dis-
covered who he was, by telling what he
hadofhers in his pocket. If it was in Eng-
land, a person might get an estate by it.
1 have not room to enlarge, or say
much more ; 1 only wish my paper was
six times as big again, having so many
things crowding my mind to get vent;
but you, good Sir, may be glad it is no
bigger ; but I know you will be so good
as to excuse my broken sentences, and
every thing else you see amiss in me, for
my brains are far from being composed
or settled. 1 have written 9 letters to
I.ondon, by Cap: Major, as long as this,
all different, that my friends when they
see one another, may have some fresh
thing to give an account of concerning
me, and what I’ve observ’d in this place.
But 1 must have done, wishing you and
yours health and happiness, and to be
always under the protection of God.
My tender love to Mrs Say and young
one, and ten thousand thanks to you for
all favours, and in particular for your
last goodness and. favour to me. [ shall
take it as a great favour to hear from
you ; nay you must write and must not
refuse to contribute to the tolerable
being of your sincere friend and humble
servant - MARG:. SHEPPARD.
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QUERIES RELATING 70 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND CHURCH
ESTABLISHMENTS, SUBMITTED TO THE CANDOR OF ROBERT.

ROBINSON, THE LEARN ED AND INGENIOUS TRANSLATOR OF

-

SAURIN’S SERMONS$*.—BY REAN TUCKER.—(NEVER BEFORE

PUBLISHED).

I. Religiovts Liberty.

1. Have not all reasonable beings and
moral agentsaright to chuse theirownre-
ligion, according to the bestof their judg-
ments, and the clearest lights they can
procure > And can any men, whether
Christians, Jews, or Gentiles, Heretics, or
Infidels, Mahomedans, or Gentoos, be
justly debarred the exercise of this right,
aslong as they ramain guiet and peaceable
members of the State, and use no violence
to those who differ from them?

2. If each individual hdth a right to
chuse for himself, as above described,
hath he not a right also to assoczate with
such others whose opinions he shall ap-
prove of, as being similar, or nearly si-
milar, to his"own.? Or can he possibly
be deprived of the exercise of this right,
consistently with granting him the for-
mer !

3. If several conscientious individuals
should form a religious Society, (alias a
Church,) on such a plan, have they not a
right to declare their public approbation of
this union and comprehension by words
at full length, or by certain propositions
agreed upon between them, and express-
.ed in writing ? And has any man or any
" set of men a right to complain of, much
less a right to prevent or impede the
peaceable exercise of their private judg-
ments in these respects ? R

4. If thus far should be admitted and
allowed, doth it not inevitably follow,
that creeds, articles, and subscriptions in
some shape, by some denominations, or
under some forz or other, are so far
from being usurpations on liberty bf
conscience, that the rights of conscience
and the practical use of private judgment
in society cannot be carried on without
them ? *And is the abuse of a thing a just
irgument against the rightuse of 1t ? es-
pecially when it shall appear that it is
impossible to do without it, or without
something that is equivalent to it. |

5. Were the present toleration to Dis-
centers of a certain class to be so far ex-
tended as to comprehend all peaccable
Ptsscmcrs, all sects and sectariés whatso-

ever, Papists as well as Protestants,
Heathens as well as Christians ? What
further religious extension would be
wanting ! Nay indeed, what further

‘could be practised, consistently with the

rights and properties, and the religious
liberty of other men?

1I. Religrous, alias Church, Es
tuableshments.

1. Hath not each individual in civi!
society a right to dispose of his own pro-
perty according to the best of his judg=-
ment, and 1n the manner he shall think
fit—provided he deoth no injury to ano-
ther, or to the state under which he
lives, in the disposal of it. ? ,

2. If this be allowed, hath he not a
right to dispose of the whole, or of some
part of it, whether in his life-tiie, or
after his decease, towards the promotion
or propagation of what shall appecar to
him to be true religion and sound ma-
rality ? Or are true religion and sound
morality the only things, towards the en-
couragement of which a man ought not
to be suffered to give any part of his
substance.

3. Ifan individual should be permitted
to dedicate a part of his substance for
such (supposed and intended) pious uses;
ought the public, or the magistrate, who
represents the public, to be restrained
from doing the like ? And why have not
the prince, the magistrate, the legi-la-
ture, or the public, the right and privi-
lege of judging for themsclves, and of
following the dictates of their con-
sciences in matters of religion, as well as
private persons. .

4. If donations of money, houses, lands
or tithes, or of any ather profits and
emoluments, should be given for such
uses by those who have a just right to
give them, are not these things in deed
and in truth so many settlements or esta-
blishizents tormed and erected according
to the will of the donor, in favour of some
one particular religious system, and in
preference to others ? Andif the true idea
of a Church Establishment, Le it great

* Sce his Preface to vol. 3. pp. 11, X2,
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or little, doth consist in this, ‘can the
majus aut minus, OY the mere sum or
quantity of money, lands, houses, tithes,
&c. &c. so given, change the nature
of 1t?

5. After such Establishments have
been legally formed and quietly settled,
has any private person a right to alter or
divert them from their original appoint-
ment ? Nay more, if in process of time
it should be discovered, that these dona-
tions were either execessively great, or
even given to superstitious or idolatrous
uses, has any private individuala right
to seize on these funds and convert them
to other purposes ? Has he such a right
independently of the will and approba-
tion of the legislature ? And who, but
the legislature, ought to be intrusted
with such a power ? |
- 6. When Establischments have been
formed, as above, for the support and
maintenance of the ministers of any reli-
gious system whatever, ought not the
tenants on such -estates to be compelled
by law to pay their rents for these as
well as for other holdings ? Or can the
laws which oblige such tenants to pay
their rents legally, be justly branded

with the odious, unpopular name of p,-
_nal laws, more than any other law com.

Fe]ling the tenant to pay his rent to hig

andlord. o : |

7. 1 any man should voluntarily hire
himself and expressly engage to perform
certain duties or functions, as a minister,
required in, or by any of these establish.
ments, and if afterwards he should refuse
or neglect to perform his part in'this co-
venant, ought he not to be compelled ei-
ther to do the wo2£, or renounce the pay ?
And can such a compulsion as this be
cousidered, with any appearance of rea-
son, truth, ur justice, as an act of cruelty,
tyranny, or persecution ?

8. Is it possible for any man to object
to this mode of proceeding without open-
irg a door for some other mode, which
under the mask of gregter freedom and
of l:berty uncontfouled, wiil nevertheless
usher in almost every species of intole«
rance and persecution ? And can any
plan whatever be traced out on any other
principles without a manifest usurpation
on the rights of the private judgment of
other men, and their liberty of cone
science ?

. ORIGINAL LETTER OF MR. ROBINSON’S ON DEAN TUCKER’S
QUERIES.—ADDRESSED TQ ——m— ——,

Rev. Sir, ,

Give me leave to say I never thought
these Queries deserved an answer from
me ; and nothing but an extreme desire
to o iige you incuced me to design to
an.wer them. T am not able, however,
to bring myself to a periormance, and 1

“hope, for the following reasons, you will
agree with me.

ist. T think the cause has been so well
and so thoroughly pleaded by a succes-
sion of writers from the Reformation till
now, that any one who seriously desires
information may easily obtain it.

2dly. 1 think it a reflection on our
prudence to waste time and arguments
on men, who are actually pre.engaged
and retained to silver over, not to secarch
out, a cause W hat a weakness to think
to convince a man by our arguments
who is te have a thousand a-year for not
believing them. ‘

3dly. The members of the Established
Church do not deserve answers to all
their troublesomie enquirics—have they,
with all their pretended cocolness and

candour, altered one pin in their taber-

o

-

nacle for our case? Are they inclined to
do so now ? Dare they act against their
secular interest ! Is not their very Bible
subservient to their sordid views ? Why
should we argue with such men ? Let
them alone—they are blind leaders of
the blind.

4thly. 'The writer of these Queries cans
not seriously wish for an answer, for he
must know he talks of endowwments in his
premises, and shrewdly thrusts establish-
ments into his conclusion. 'This may keep
the cart on wheels, and this answers the
end.

Finally—What possible right has an
anonymous querist to an answer ; would
he enter the lists with a mask ? Or what
would he think of my prudence, lfl
should submit to reply to every voice
that squeaks from behind a curtain.—
Perhaps, (for 1 do not know my man,)
perhaps he will not condescend to read
what I write—perhaps he may priot it
in a newspaper, er a Magazine, oOF |
know nat how. No, no, I have been
served some scurvy tricks, and no an-
onymous writer shall have manuscripts
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of mine to juggle with again. At pre-
sen: vou will allow me to say once for
all, T will not answer these Queries.

309
My respects await your whole house.
I am, Revd. Sir, -

Yours most respectfully,
ROBINSON.

e,

ORIGINAL LETTER OF MR. ROBINSON’S TO DR, TOULMIN.

Chesterton, Sat. Dec. 2o0th, 1783.

Rev’d. Sir,

A few days ago I received a copy of
a letter of yours to Mr. Lepard from
him, by which I find, and am extremely
sorry to find, that you have not had the
ath volume, which has been published
this year and half. T supposed you had
been supplied from Bristol, otherwise
they would have been sent. I have no
connections with Lepard now, and I
shall send you ten volumes, eitlier by a
neighbour, who will be at Taunton in a
few days in a single horse chaise, or by
the Taunton waggon. Whenever you
receive the money
wish it to be paid to Mr. Staley, at Mr.
Kcene’s, S. Mary Overies stairs, South-
wark. [ am busy in translating a fifth
volume of Saurin, which is sold to Le-
pard, and which he will print with a se-
cond edition of the four, the copy-right
of which is also sold him, only T am to
take 100 setts of this new edition, which
1 hope te dispose of among my friends.
I have had all but a law suit with Le-
pard. The matter was referred to arbi-
tration, and I was obliged to attend in
London almost a fortnight about it, but
the arbitrators have awarded me all my
money, which was a hundred pound, an
opportunity of getting 25l. more by t?m
sale of a hundred setts, and what was
better than all, they acquitted me of alt
blame, and approved my integrity in the

for them, I should

whole dispute. It is not worth troubling
you about.

I had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Job
David in London, and by him that of
hearing of you. May God shower every
blessing on you. )

" I have lately lost 2 most intimate and
worthy friend of your religious senti-
ments, a clergyman, and a Feilow of
Queern’s Coilege, who with a virtue that
does honour to humanity has left all, and
is retired for conscience sake to a Unita- _
rian Society at Montrose.  Another
Fellow of the same College, an intimate
friend too of us both, brought me a sweet
letter from him two days ago. 1 donot
know whether Mr. Hammond, that is
the name of the last-mentioned gentle-
man, will not be obliged to follow his
colleague Palmer. For any part, I go
for a heretick because such as these do
me the honour of an intimacy, and at-
tend at our place of worship. May my
church, like heaven, hold all- nations,
tongues, and kindred! Do you think,
my dear Mr. Toulmin, that we shall do
much good to truth and virtue;, while
we preach inscrutabilia? Says a grave
brother, friend, I never heard you preach
on the Trinjty. I replied O, I intend to
do so as soon zs ever I understand it. |

My wife sits by and will have her
compliments put in. Be it so.

I am, dear Sir,

Your obliged R.ROBINSON,

ORIGINAL LETTER OF MR. ROBINSON TO DR. TOULMIN.

o

Chesterton, near Cambridge,

Revwd. Sir, May, 29, £787.

A long while ago, you may recollect,
we have had thoughts about a history of
the Baptists,and nothing would give me
greater pleasure, were it possible to ob-
tamn it, than to converse with you one
day on the subject, because 1 know you

ave turned your attention very much
that way, and because your mind 1s free
from systematical shackles, which cripple
and disable so many for writing a gene-
ralhistory on liberal principles. Ithink
‘t my duty, however, to lay before you
what little I have been doing in that way.

The Calvinist Baptists in London ap~
pointed a commrittee, and intreated me
to go to town in order to acquiré mate-
rials for an History of the Baptists. I
complied, and spent above a year in this
chace, and the further 1 went, the more
fuliy I perceived they had no materials,

"and nothing to say on the great fovnda-

tion p:inciples of all -ecclesiastical rites,

Convinced, however, that what are
called Anabaptistical errours, such as the
right of states to equal and universal cie
vil and religious liberty : the sufficiency
of scripture: the campetency of every
individual to judge of its meaning: the
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right of all to associate for religious
#vorship as they themselves thought pro-
per, and so on, ran throtigh all ages and
all countries among pedple who practis-
ed baptism as we do, [ determined to
pursue this subject independently of aht
our churchrecords. The Calvinist Bap~
tists are the youngest children of our fa-
mily, and nothing shocks me so much as
to sce them sing psalms round the
tomb of-that bloody Calvin, who burnt
Yervetus, the learned, the benevolent, the
pious, the generous Servetus. I cannot
forgive the rascal for this barbarous deed.
Yorgive my warmth. I have made an
cxcursion, and I return to my tale.
‘Through favour, I have had fre€ access
to.the noble library of this University,
furnished with whatever the most luxu-
rious heart can wish on all branches of
literature. I have been often asked by
gentlemen of this University, who are
you Baptsts? where is your history?
Youmayguesshow Ilooked andfelt,when
Y was forcedsoftly to mutter, it is contain-
ed in Crosly. I see we want a standard
Yibrary bock, which might contain, if
not a deposit of our history, yet an index
to point out where it may be studied. 1
thought, no man of our denomination
except myself could come at a
}ibrary of authentic books, ancient and
modern, in the best editions. [ resolved
to try whether I could not extract some
materials that might hercafter in the
hands of mere capable judges be arrang-
ed and serve the common cause. [ say
the common cause, for the primitive pos-
pel vwus nothing but the doctrine and
precepts of Jesus, the bond of union was
virtue and not fairrth; piety and wirtue
were esseiitial, the understanding was
icfe open and unawed by any human
standards, and improvement went on at
a grear rate; cvery thing was tried in
the fire of criticism, the Mani. hean gos-
pel was reasoned against the Greck gos-
pel, the nature of Jesus was investigated,
and no harm was done till the Alexan-
drian school personificd the Logos, and
cdreamt John the fisherman used the
word in their sense, which sense they set
up as a standard, and sent itrolling down
to po-terity in the tears and the blood of
pious and virtuous bLelievers i Christ.
Church history seems to me one lorg lie,
and no branch of history needs so much
a reform. I was not aware that baptism
connccted it<elf with all church history :
tut 1 find 1t does by connecting itself
with buptismul ereeds, and of course with

publick.
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all the concomitants of these instrumentd
of mental oppression. Having bl'll‘ié\d.
riyself dlive two years in this puruit;’
for I have.done niothing: elsé, except the
services of our own church, I have a¢
length digested my materials into a sor¢
of form. This then is what 1 have done,
My plan comprises about four thin
quarto volumes, of which I have written
about three. 'The first is an history. of
Baptism, divided into essays, and they
again into sections. 'The whole is in-
tended to exonerate the other volumes of
Baptism, which otherwise would often
perplex the history of the people, for the
other three volumes contain an history
of Baptists, beginning with the Apostoli-
cal churches, proceeding through the
four eastern Patriarchates, then going on
to Greece, Africa, Rome, and the Go<
thick kingdoms of Spain, Italy, and so
on, and ending with America. |
Abingdon, Bristol, and some of the
general baptists have offered me more

‘money than is necessary to print the first

volume, for on the one hand, 1 neither
can nor will do any thing more than com-
pile the work, which in my conscience
I think enough for one man. Nor will
I, on the otler, print on tobacco paper,
nor lead the friends of the work into any
secrets blindfold. I want nothing from
it, except to do good. At the same time
I ought not to torment myself with sub-
scription, and, 1 never will. In brief, it
remains only for me to resolve to print
and for them to hit on a mode, which 1
presume they have dome. In orderto
make up my own answer concerning

printing or not printing, I have dipped

my hand promiscuously into the middle

of the copy of the first volume, and struck

off twenty or thirty copies to send to 2
few wise and good men, by whose ad-
vice I shall regulate my determination.
One of these I presume to lay at your
feet, humbly hoping you will tell me
whether such a kind of work, as far as
can be judged by this specimen, be like-
ly to serve the cause of frcedom, truth,
and virtue. ) .
According to my notions the various
parties of Baptists are capable of being
placed in various lights of general utl-
lity. For example: Ronemberg the
druggist went once along with a sm%}“
company from Cracow to Moravid
when the Poles were at the lowest ebb,
in order to form a union with the Mo
ravian Baptists. ‘They were mutually
delighted with edch other, till the Mo-
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ravians found the Poles did not believe
the Trinity. Then one party was
chocked at the other for doubtin% it,
and the other again at them for believ-
ing it. So they parted. 1Itis, however,
certain, that each party had many excel-
lencies, and both held some general prin-
ciples, which might have formed an ec-
clesiastical union; but neither of them
then understood what Philipowski after-
ward taught the Poles, that virtue and
not faith was the bond of union, which,
by the way, they seem to have soon for-
gotten.. There was, at the same time,
another party of Baptists in Moravia,
who lived on the lands of L.ichtenstein,
formerly of the Boscowickz family, the
heiress of which married a German
prince Liclhitenstein. Among these peo-
ple there were no regularly ordained
ministers, and women taught. The first
lady Boscowickz herself did so, and the
. Jesuit, who reports this, assigus that as
one reason why these Anabaptists did
not believe the . Trinity. These there-
fore were not the Baptists to whom the
Poles addressed themselves. But these
were an honour to rtligion. ‘They were
about as many, as the inhabitants of
Manchester may be—industrious, frugal,
modest, and much resembling the mo-
dern Quakers in their public worship.
Such as these have been lost, because
they were never. inspired with a passion
for making praselytes, nor ever took
art in the disputes of eeclesiasticks.
They were banished by the Emperor,
and the contrivance of the Jesuit Caraffa,
whose letters,- while they breathe no-
thing but blood and slaughter, speak in
high terms of the people,” to whom, he
says, the lay gentry were very much dt-
tached, because the dirty rascals were
profitable to the state. What signifies
profiting the state, if you do not believe
as the church believes? And what
signifies the favour of the nobility, when

VOL. IV‘. ’

_criticism ?

the nobility are slaves to an emperer,
and when the emperor himself consults
a beggarly priest, his conféstor, as an
oracle of Almighty God ! For my part,
I consider nothing when I meet with
such people, except that they are men
who do honour to their species by resist-
ing tyranny, and prove- their profound
respect for the Deity by fearing him
more than what all the empire fears, the
frown of a prince, and the fury of a
priest. Strictly speaking, these latter
Baptists were Bohemians, but on  the
borders of Moravia. So 1 learn from
Bohuslai Balbini Hist. Regn. Bohemiz.
Pragz. 1679. & an. seqq. 1 believethese
people went into Moldavia, Wallachia,
and the territories of the Turks, where
they found a toleration which the
bloody Catholicks denied. Now, may
not, in a History of Baptists, each of
these parties be placed at proper stdtions
to speak with the enemy in the gate?
Cannot the Poles speak on learning and
May not the Bohemians
speak on the subject of trade and manu-
factories ? Canneot the Moravians afford
also a lesson? And may not all plead
the common cause of liberty, the neces-
sity of personal conviction in religion,
and the safety and advantage of follow-
iig its dictates? May not all these be
contrasted with: states depopulated by
penal sanctions, and churches converted

_iato slaughter houses by human creeds,

and by the everlasting trammels of
priests and enthusiasts? I think they may.

Perhaps you will be so good as consi-
der the above tale of my burrowing un-
der ground as a reason for suspending
a correspondence with my friends till ¥
came up again. However that may be,
1 amx sure you will consider the few
Jeaves 1 have sent as a MS. not publish-
ed, and treat them accordingly.

I am, dear Sir, yourls ever,
ROB:«, ROBINSON. -
Rev’d. Mr. Toulmin.’

2s
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

PUNITARIANISM PROVED, AND

TRINITARIANISM REFUTED, BY

"WHAT TRINITARIANS THEMSELVES AD-MIT.*—-LETT.'E--R 1%,

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

' Ouse&ﬁ.’dnd,
April 8, 1809. .

Y

Ry RC,

o 1] know of no method of decida-

ing ‘on controverted points in re-
ligion, so well adapted to the
common scnse and common lei-
sure of mankindy as an immedi-
ate reference to the great leading
facts, and simple doctrines of Di-
vine ‘Revelation, which all Chris-
tians believe and protess. To
this test I would bring every point
in the Trinitarian controversy.
Having already moticed the unity
of God, I will next consider the
person of Jesus Chrnst. |

- Trinitarians admit that Jcsus
was the Christ, the son of God;
that he was really a.man, and the

son of man ; that'he actually died,

was buried, and raised from the
dead ; that there was a sense in
which he did not know every
thing that God knew, could of his
own self do nothing, and in which
he declared bhimself to be inferior
to the Father; that he worshipped
and obeyed God, as his God and
Father. All these things Trinita-
rians admit: indced they are
so plainly recorded in the New
Testament, that no man can be-
lieve the gospels to contain a lite-
ral history without admitting them.
These facts, which compel the
universal assent of Christians, are
sufficient to support the vicws en.
tertained of the person of Christ
by Unitarians ; and to retute their
opponents, they have only to shew

that what Trinitarians admit, ag
indubitable, is fatal to the notiop
ot his proper Deity. As the word
Christ means one anointed, the
person of Clrist, or the persun
anointed, cannot be God, for who
could anoint God, either literally
or figuratively ; or®givé a divine
mission to him, and qualify him
to execute 1t ; or appoint his work
or high destination? A son must
be an individual being, distinct
from his father. Personal iden.
tity destroys the idea of fraternity
and filiation, 1n Dcaity ; and a
plurality of divine persons sub-
verts the doctrine of one undivid.
ed God. Either Christis a being
distinct from the Father, and con-

‘sequently not God, or he is the

same being ‘who 1s called the Fa-
ther, and consequently not the
Son of God ;- or the absurdity
must be admitted that he is a son
to himself, and a father to himself;
for on all sides it is acknowledged
that there is but one God. To
say that a being who died, ‘was
huried, and raised from the dead,
is properly God is, in fact, the
same . thing as to say, God died,
was buricd, and raised from the
dead. As Trinitarians are com=
pelied to admit, that Christ actu-
ally died, was buried, and declar-
ed to be the son of God by his re-
surrection from the dead, to act
consistently they ought cither at
once to say that the immortal God
died, that thec immutable Jeho-

* For Letter 1. see M';Rc%ms. for March, p. 125.
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vah experiericed the great changes
of death and resurrection, or at
once admit that Christ who died
could not be the eternal God.
Indced some 'Trinitarians admit
that God did not, could not die;
which is tacitly giving up their
own hypothesis ; for if God could
not suffer and die, if i1t- was the
man only that died, and at the
same time it be admitted, as
plainly stated by all the apostles,
that he who died was the Christ
the Son of God, 1t unavoidably
follows, that Christ the Son of God
is not God, but simply a man,
and Trinitartanism stands refuted,
and Unitarianism establiched, by
the admissions of ‘T'rimtarians.
While the advocates for the Deity
of Christ fully admit that Christ
was truly a man, how can they,
without inconsistency, blame Uni-
tarians for preaching him as the
man Jesus ? Can it be a fauit to
declare what on all hands is ad-
mitted to be a fact? A man is a
human person; God is a divine

‘a .creature and his Creator,
" finite and infinite # After admita-
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‘pérson or being; how then can

Christ; who is on all sides acknow-

ledged to be a man, be God,

without his being two distinct per-
sons or beings, and these as oppo-.
site to each other, in nature, as
as

ting that Christ is truly man, to
contend that he is the selfiexist
ent God; is to make his, person the
greatest enigina, the most inexpli-
cable mystery ever concelved; yea
more, to suppose in his person the

grossest contradiciions ; that heis

a creature, yet not a creature,-but
the creator of all things; that he
is finite, yet not finite, but infi-
nite ; that heis immortal. and in<
capable of dying, yet that he ac-
tually died. I might go on to
enumerate the contradictions in-
volved .in the Trinitarian hypo-
thesis  respecting the person of
Christ ;- but for the present'I"de-~
sist, and remain, Sir, yours; &c.
- - CRYTO.

POLYTHEISM NOT KNOWN TO CRHRRISTIANITY.—IN ANSWE,R.T()

CHARICLO.

A}

To the Editor of the Mcmtblj Repbsitory. "

SIR, May 5, 1809.

~Your correspondent Chariclo,
either from an exuberance of the
devotional feeling, or from some
other pRinciple, seems to be desi-
rous of extending his homage, not
only to that order of beings, who
10 scripture language are called

Angels, but also to the spirits of

wise and pious men ; such for in-
tance as Larduer, Priestley, Sew.
¢to, Socinus, and the Bishop
Samosata, whowm he classes with
Jesus Christ. A belicf, however,
of the ¢ personality of angelic

of

natures” does not necessarily in<.
clude a faith that they have had,.
or can have, the power to hcar,
and grant our petitions, or that it
is our duty to offer prayers to
them. Chariclo admits the doc-
trine of the unity ot God, but in-
sists that this doctrine 1s com-
patible with a subordinate worship
of heroic and holy persons ; it is
with bad taste that he strives to
support this argument by an ap-
peal to the practise of the hea-
thens, whose idolatrous worship
the Jewish and Christian dispensu-



314

tions were intended Lo extirpate ;
or to that of the Papists who cor-
rupted and deformed the purity of
the apostolicage. The holy serip-
tures uniformly represcnt the su-
preme Being as proclaiming by
the mouths of his patriarchs and
prophets, that he was, in this re-
spect, a jealvus God, and that the
worship of his creatures, due
alone to him, he would not give,
nor allow to be given to another.
To adduce therefore the practice
of Pagans or of Papists, is only to
bring forward so many instances
of human ignorance and folly, but
can never reconcile the Unitarian
Church to angel-worship. In
Chariclo’s plea for polytheism,
thiere appears to be a confusion of
ideas respecting image-worship
and the adoration of angels; in
the same manner as he has classed
together the invocation of saints
and the worship of Christ, against
which he doubts whether the Pro-
testant- champions have cver ar-
gued well. ‘The fact appears to
be, that there is no want of Pro-
testant writers who have most ably
argued against both saint and
image worship ; but they have at

the same time given their sanciion

to the worship of Jesus Christ as
the sccond .person in the godhead.
Chariclo assumes it for a tuct that
the * primitive Christians founded

saint-worship upon scriptural in.

timations 3 but where does this
writer find these intimations? If
he will turn to Dr. Priestley’s Hist,
of Opinions relating to Samts and
Angels, (Vol. 1. of the Courruption
of Christianity,) he will find a very
different origin given to this supera
stition. *¢ At length,” says the

* Images were rarely seen in churches till the sth century.
Constantine, 707, pictures of Christ were fir:t ordered to it

of men,

~Polyt1¢ci&m not known to Christianity.

doctor, ‘¢ not only were those
persons whom they termed saints,
the objects of their worship, but
also their relics and 1images : "and
neither with respect to the exter-
nal forins, nor, as far as we can
perceive) their 1internal sentiments;
were Christians to be at all distin-
guishedfrom those who bowed down
to wood and stone in the times of
paganism.”’— e continues, *¢ that
this is a most horrid corruption of
genuine Christianity I shall take
for granted, there being no trace
of any such practice, or of any
principle that could lead to it in
the scriptures.”” Chariclo is of
a contrary opiimon, and in support
of it he first cartics us to the scene
of Christ’s transfiguration, and
expounds Peter’s proposal to make
three tabernacles, to mean the
erection of so many temples, (of
whieh he favours us with the plan
and elevation,) in which Jesus and
his two 1llustrious visitants might
be worshipped ; but such an opi-.
nion cannot find support in the
text. Pricestley says, ¢ the idea
of making three tents would natu-
rally o€cur to Peter after passing
the whole night on the top of a
mountain ;> but nothing conclu-
sive can be inferred from Peter’s
words, since the scriptures tell us,
that ‘¢ be knew not what he said,
being much afraid ;»’ overpowered
by the divine spectacle. - A voice
from IHeaven indeed, proclaimed
Jesus to be ¢ the beloved son of
God,” and the same honourable dis-
tinction was conferred on Chiist at
his bap:ism ; but the charge which
tollowed it was not worship yehim,
but keur ye him; this therefore
cannot be considered as ¢ a scrip-

At the council of
¢ drawn in the form
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qural intimation’ upon which to
found the practice of saint-wor-
ship. W ith regard to the story of
Mary of Bethaqy, all that can be
Jearnt from it is, that she was a
conscious and repentant sinner, or
‘dolator, and that filled with the
idea of ‘the wondrous power of
Christ, manifested in the miracles
which he wrought, she approach-
ed him with reverential fear, and
sought to bespcak his attention by
such acts of self-abasement and
high regard. as the custom of the
country -authorised. St. Matt.

and St. Mark simply relate, that’

Mary came into the house where
Jesus sat at table, and poured the
ointment or balsam upon his head.
John twice alludes to the transac.
tion, but Luke is more particular
in his narrative :—¢¢ She brought
an alabaster box of ointment, and
stood behind, at his feet weeping,
und began to wet his feet with her
tears, and she wiped them with
the,hair of her head, and kissed
his feet, and anointed them with
the ointment.”> In tracing thcse
different relations I see nothing of
bursting into the room, nor of
prostration, nor of kissing the
ground on which the feet of Jesus
had stood: these are ornaments
which Chariclo, by way of height-
ning the effect, has drawn from
the storehiouse of his own poetic
imagination. . He nceds not to he
informed in what attitude the
casterns usually sat, or rather re-
clined at meat ; in this posture the
tect were naturally thrown behind
the body, and the weeping Mary,
bowed down with contrition and
shame, ¢ and standing behind at
his feet weeping,”” would let fall
upon them those drops more preci-
0us than her spikenard ; these she
Plously wiped away with the hair

L ]
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of her head, (an eastern custom
denoting respect,) and still further
to express the warm emotions of
her soul she anointed him with the
choicest perfumes. That Christ.
who knew the sincerity and gratie
tude of Mary’s heart, should ex-
press an approval of these pious
acts is by no means to be wonder-
ed at, though he does not ordain
them to be repeated, in memorial
of her, as Chariclo’s words scem to
1mply. When the thing to be proved
1s the existence of “¢ scriptural inti-
mation” concerning saint-worship,
itissurcly unfair to draw this infer-
ence from the natural and respect-
ful conduct of the apostles:on the
solemn and affecting occasion of
their being separated from their
beloved Master ; they had accom-
paried him throughout his divine

‘mission, witnessed the miraculouys.

powers communicated to.him by
his father, heard him speak ¢ us
no man ever yet spake,’’ and-now
at the concluding scene beheld
him triumphing over death and the
grave, and sarrounded with the glo-
ry of heaven, preparing to leave to
themthe mighty task of promulgat-
ing his gospel, whilst he himself as-
cended to his Father and his God.
Meeting him by his special ap- -
pointmenton the Gallilcan moun-
tain, as the scripture says, ‘¢ they
worshipped him, or they did him
obeisance, though somg doubted.”
In Kenrick’s Exposition it is thus
explained : ¢¢ They prostrated
themselves upon the ground before
him, in foken of great reverence,
as it was usual to.do to prophets
and other great personages.” Is
there any thing in this most natu.

ral tribute of respect that gives

countenance to the opinion that
the disciples intended hereby tq
make him the object of tleir di-
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vine worship, and to offer to him
praycrs and praises in the same
manner as Christ had instructed
them to pray, not to lhimself, but
to the Father: ‘¢ in that day ye
shall request nothing of me?”
¢ whatever ye shall ask the Fa-
ther in my name he shall give it

you.”” John xvi. 23. Chariclo .

in quoting irom Luke xxiv. 52,
makes it out that the disciples re-
ceived Christ’s benediction in con-
sequence of their ¢ worshipful
prostration.”>  Of the faithtulness
of this quotation lct the reader
judge :—* And hc led them out
to Bethany; and lifted up his
hands and blessed them ; and it
came to pass that while he blessed
them, he was parted from them
and carried up Imto heaven ;—
and they worshipped him ;” or as
the Improved Version renders it,
¢ they did him obeisance.” 'The
other texts, quoted by Chariclo in
support of his opinions, are warp-
ed trom their fair sense and mean-

ing, since it cannot be inferred.

from them that Christ considered
himselt as a proper object of di-
vine worship, however exalted his
1deas might be of his own charac-
ter. Priestley 1in bis Notes on

John, cap. xvil. says, ¢¢ in the .

course of Christ’s prayer we shall

sce many instances, not only of

Jesus regarding the Father as the
only true Guoud, and of eourse the
only proper object of worship, but
of his cousidering his disctples as
standing 1n the same relation to
God with himself. As he was the
son of God, so all Christians are
likewise called sons of God,” Vol.
I11. p. 475. It by the ¢¢ pursuit
of divine honours,”” he meant
that he sought that glory -which
he knew God had pre-ordained for
.bim from .the foundation of -the

world, and which Lhe had in view
when he said—*¢ All things are
givea’ me by the Father,”” and

which was to be the reward of hig

sufferings and death, there can be
no objection to the phrase. Our
Saviour says, (John xvi. 9)
‘¢ Glorify thy son, that thy son
also may glority thee.” Now if
this 1mplied the commaunication
of an attribute of divinity, as Cha-
riclo suggests, then Christ pretend-
ed to communicate this 1o God,
as well as to receive it from him
and further, he declares that he
has given this attribute of divinity
to his apostles, in order, as he says
(v. 22.) ¢ that they may be one,.
as we (the father and himself) are
one.”

The celebration of what is us.
wally called the Lord’s Supper,
can no more be ecstcemed an act
of worship of Jesus Christ than
the celebration of any great states.
man, hero, or philosopher, on any
particular day, and in commemo.
ratioh of any splendid occurrence,
can be affirmed to be an act of
worship oftered to sueh a charac-
ter. It is one thing to express
our gratitude, by such cclebration,
to a benetactor, and another to
bow down to . him and to worship
him. Had the ‘¢ worship of the
spirits of just moen made perfect,”
been a necessary part of Christia-
nity, Paul and Barnabas would
scarcely have neglected so fair an
occasion of teaching the people of
Lystra, that the worship which

‘they refused whilst living would be

due to them after their decease:
to the Jews, on account of then
repugnance to idolatry, this would
have been particularly necdful.,

" Noutwithstanding Chariclo ¢¢dis-
dains a reply to any argument
drawn from the Reyclations,’
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which he positively condemns as
" the forgery of Cerinthus, Sir Isaac
Newton considered its genuineness
as well attested as that of any
other of the Christian writings.
Dr. Priestley, holding the same
opinion, says ‘“ there can be no
doubt of its having bcecen written
by John in Patmos ; and that
none but a person divinely in-
spired could have written it;” and
though Dr. Lardner hesitates to
allow it the same degree of autho-
rity which belongs to most of the
epistles, yet he thinks it may be
fairly quoted 1n corroboration of
doctrines laid down by other sa-
cred writers, | |
That Christ like .the rest of the
human race ‘¢ was made a little
lower than the angels,” no Unita-
rians will dispute 3 but the scale
of divine worship-attempted to be
cxhibited from the quotations from
the IHebrews, 15 a mere fanicy
piece. The lcarned  would be
thankful to Chariclo to shew by

the Christians.
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what proofs he puts it beyond ail.
doubt that apollos wrote the Epis-
tle to the llebrews. The editosrs
of the Improved Version, with
more difidence, make this obser-
vation:—*¢ It Origen, the most
learned and i1nquisitive writer in
the third century, could not dis-
cover the author, it is in vain fur
us to attempt it, and we must be
content to remain in ignorance,’™
Many learned commentators have
given it to St. Paul; and besides
other proofs, when 1 compare the
11th chap. of this book with the
3d and 4th chaptees of the 2d of
Galatians, I am strongly induced
to be of the same opinion.

After the above remarks, Cha-
riclo will not be surprised that 1
should consider bhim as baving
miscmployed his time and talents
in endeavouring to invade the just
prerogative of the supreme God of

SILVANUS.

ANTI-BAPTISTS JUSTIFIED IN BAPTISING INFANTS.

L

To the Editor of the
Nottingham,

SIR, - dNov. 10, 1808.

‘““ Be always ready to make a
defence, with meekness and reve-
fence, to every man -that asketh
you a reason of the hope which is
in you,” is a precept not less
powerfully recommended by 1ts
evident importance and utility,
than'by the authority of the per.-
son who delivered it. Bearing
this in mind, [ expected to see in
~the last number of your Reposi-
tory, an answer to the charge
made in a former numbér {Vol.
HI. p. 484.] by “ A Consistent

Monthly Repos:tory.

Christian,” against some % Amnti.
baptists in principle,”” for being
¢ Pado-baptistsin practice.”” But
no redoubtable champion having
entered the lists, I ¢¢ with mecka -
ness and reverence,’”’ venture o
step forth and take up the gaunt-
let which the ¢ Consistent Chris-

"tian” has thrown down. ’Tis 'a

sore point, 'Mr. Editor, to be
touched upon the score of consist-
crcy —¢“ Who steals my purse
stoads trash,”’ &3:.-; but I think
your correspondent, who mpkis
the charge in this case will az
least agree with me, in Mﬂ,qu
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that he has no exclusive claim to
the title of ¢ A Consistent Chris-
tian.”” | .
Before T proceed to notice the
Consistent Christian’s arguments,
allow me to premise, that I am
not going to plead ¢¢ the antiquity
of the practice,””—*¢ the authority
of the fathers,”—¢¢ that it can do
no harm,” and that to ¢ discard it
all at once might too violently
shock people’s prejudices.” T hate
all time-serving.  And if the scer-
vice cannot be defended per. sé
stand upon its own ground, let
¢ people’s prejudices be shocked,”™

Anti-baptists justified in Baptizing Infants.

grand duty and difficulty of a
Christian, the discovery of the
medium in which virtue lies?
The best things aré the most liable
to abuse. Upon this principle
your correspondent to be ¢ con
sistent’’ ought to cease to be g
Chrnistian.”  What has been more
abuscd than the Lord’s Supper?
‘« 'The doctrine of the atonement,
and the reception of the Lord’s
Supper are (to yse nearly the au.
thor’s own words,) so associated in
the minds of the multitude, that
the good effects of the former, it is
conceived, can only be experienc-

let ¢ the authority of the fathers’%ed by a participation of the latter.”

dwindle into its native nothing-

ness,” let an ‘¢ ancient practice”
which may ¢¢ do no harm” yield
to a modern one which may do
some good. ’

The Consistent Christian makes
his charge upon the two following
grounds ; that ¢ the practice is

not enjoined 1n the Christian scrip- .

tures,”> and that ¢¢ 1t has done
much towards the corruption of
Christianity.”” Let us attend to
the 'last charge first : ¢¢ It has

donc more towards . corrupting.

Christianity, and continuing those
corruptions, than many other
causes which arec assigned.”” Sure-
ly .your correspondent does not
mean to maintain that we are in-
variably to lay aside the use of
every thing which has been abus-
®d. Is not this an error into which
Unitarian Christians are too liable
to fall ? Are they notin danger of
running into the opposite cxtreme
from the rest of their fellow Chris-
tians ¢ Because others have con-
~verted the sueans of virtue into the
end, is there not rcason to fear
that we neglect the means, and
look for the end without them ?
Is not the great art of living, the

Can I not therefore administer,
or partake of the Lord’s Supper,
without inculeating the doctrine
of* atonement 2 Or am 1 to give
up -the cclebration of the Lord’s
Supper because it has been a
means of corrupting the Christian
religion? Upon this argument
alone I am sure the ¢ Consisteat
Christian”> will not rely for his
discontihuance of the practice
which he condemns. But there
is another argument connected
with this: ¢¢ The practice 1s not
enjoined by the Christian scrip-
tures.”” Is public worship enjoin-
ed in the Christian scriptures ? Is
the cultivation of friendships en-
joined in the Christian seriptures?
Is family devotion enjoined in the
Christian scriptures 2 And yet [
doubt not the ¢ Consistent Chris-
tian’? practices these as helps to
virtue. But there is one cast
which appears to me in every re-
spect parallel, I mean that of
praycr with the sick and dymng
It must certainly be allowed that
this practice originated in the-op!-
nien of the efficacy of a death-bed
repentance, and of the power of
the priest to grant absolution.
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Yet -Where 1is the consistent

Clmstlan Minister that wouid rea.

fuse to join with afellow-greatuve
vhus circumstanced, in solemn ad-
dresses to the Derty lest this act
should be construed into a claim
of the power of granting absolu-
tion!

If then any good reasons can
be assigned for joining in a religis
ous service, soon alter the birth of
a child, the objections of your
comcpondent do not seem sut-
ficiently important to justify its
discontinuance. Allow me then
to detain your readcrs a moment
longer, whiie I mention one or
two of these reasons. Let the
feelings then of the parents be con-
sidered! 'They have given birth to
a being destined to live for ever.
The mother experiences strong
cmotions of gratltude for reliet
from those pains to which on these
occasions the 'God of nature has
subjected her. The father expe-
riences similar emotions for the re-
storation to health of her upon
whom most of his comforts in life
depend. Both are impressed with
the i1dea of the importance of the
trust committed to them, and of
the responsibility of their situa-
tions. In such circumstances,
what is more natural than that
they should call in the aid of onc
of whose piety they have a high
opinion, and of whose union and
sympathy with them they enter-
tain not a doubt (and such a per-
son ought every Christian minister
to be to his congwc‘ttlon,) to ex-

press the sentiments of gratitude,

they feel, to acknowledge thetr re-
>ponslb1hty, solcmnly to avow their

TOoL. 1V,
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resolution to endeavout faithfully
to discharge their trust, and to
supplicate the assistance of their
Almighty Parent to c¢nable them
so to do. Consider now the situa-
tion of the minister. When urged
by such considerations, in the sight
of Almighty God w ould he be jus-
tified in saying I will ¢ngage in no
such service ¢ Would he bejusti-
fied in refusing to avail himself of
the only opportunity which may
perhaps ever be aftorded him of
giving the most important admoni-~
tions to parents, when their feel-
ings are alive, dnd their minds pe-
cul.arly open to religious mnpres-
sions, lest, in truth, he should be
giving countenance to the doctrine
of original sin !

Lay aside the word Baptism,
and you surmount every objeca
tion. It then ceases to be consia
dered as a positive institution ; and
the corruption of it may be prea
vented - by the plain statement

-which the minister will give of the

nature and object of the service.
Call it then a dedication ; call it
the tender of a child to God, and

I feel assured that no ¢ Consistent

Christan” can consider 1t ¢* as de-
trimental to personal religion, and
to the rational exercise of the
mind.”” On the contrary, it must -
be considered as the most rational
exercise 1 which the mind can
be engaged, and a most powerful
promoter of real, vital, personal
religion.
I am, Sir, your’s,

ANTI-BAPTISTES.
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T ALIESIN'’S CREED—ADOPTED BY SWEDENBORG.

T'o the Editor of the

STR, Feb. 7, 18009.

During the last autumn I was
passing a few days with a friend
in the country, when we visited
one of his neighbours, a lady of
great musical accomplishments,
which she very agreeably devotes
to the entertainment of her guests.
Looking over her music.books, I
found one entitled ¢¢ the Bardic
Museum,’’
ber of admired Welsh airs, con-
tained a variety of curious infor-
mation respecting bards,- and the
¢« Bardic Triads.” 1 soon fixed
my ecye on a morceau, which,
having rather a virtuoso’s taste for
such rarities, 1 sccured In my
pocket-book, not without a hope
that you would favour me by pre-
serving it In the Repository.—
Here it is verbatim et literatim, as
any one may Dbe satisficd, by re-
ferring to p. 32 of the Bardie Mu-
seum, fol. 1802.

Taliesin’s Creed, (a literal Translation.)

«« Christ Jesus of Heaven, in thee I be-
lieve, that thou artthree in one ;3 and am
certainly in the right. Worthily art
thou called 2 most gracious and bounti-
ful Father :—Truly art thou called a
son, the chief bishop of Adam’s poste-
rity:—Really art thou called a spirit, and
my righteous Lord :—Justly art thou
denominated a creator, and highest em-
peror :—Deservedly art theu called a
judge, and a most liberal benefactor :—
And verily a true man and true God su-
preme.”

Of Taliesin I had before known
nothing, ¢xcept as the Bard of
Gray thus subfimely invokes him
ro histen to the poets who, with

¢« Truth severe in fairy fiction drest”
1 vy .
have adorned the age of Elizabeth.

v Hear from the grave great Taliesin,

hear ;

¢t 'They breathe a soul to animate thy
clay.”’

which, besides a num-

Monthly Repository.

1 now began to consider thijs
prince of the bards as also one of
the deepest divines of the 6th cen-
tury in which he flodrished, and
worthy to be named with doctors
seraphec, angelic, or irrefragable,
though he i1s not mentioned in any
ecclesiastical history which I have
seen.

I dare say, Mr. Editor, that you
have gone before me in observing
how Taliesin bears away the palm~
of originality from a celebrated
modern theologian as to one im-
portant branch of his system. 1
refer to Emanuel Swedenborg, who
appears to have been as respect.
able for scientific attainments as
for a blameless life ; but of whom
perhaps that may not be unjustly
sald which was so falsely affirmed
respecting the great Apostle of the
Gentiles, ¢ that much learning
had made him mad.”” Sweden-
borg, among eother marvellous
freaks of fancy, imagined that he
had been taught by iminediate re-
velation the astonishing doctrine
that ¢¢ the man Christ Jesus” was
God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. 'Thus, in defiance of St
Athanasius, ‘¢ confounding the
persons,’’ though not ¢ dividing
the substance.”> But it will be
most satisfactory to quote from
the Creed of *“ The New Jerusalem
Church,” the following article :—

¢« § believe that Jehovah God, the
Creator of heaven and earth, is.onc in
essence and in person, in whom is a Di-
vine Trinity, consisting of Father, Sob,
and Holy Spirit; and that the Lo'r,d and
Saviour Jcsus Christ is that God.

You percecive how Swedenborg.
the apostle of this Church, .ha.s
fixed himsclf, no doubt unwitting:

ly, on the ground pru-ocsupicd'
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for so many ages by 'l'alicsin,
whose ¢ works,”” according to a
note.of Gray, ¢ are still preserved,
and his memory held in high vene-
ration among his countrymen.”
1 wish some of your intelligent
readers, who are connected with
the Principality, would inform
us whether there are now any
Christians in Wales who venerate
Taliesin as a divine, and adopt his
theological opinions ; or if the sy-
stem of Swedenborg has made
any progress among them. In
thc mean time accept this addi-
tional proof that ¢¢ there 1s nothmg
new under the sun.”
Your constant rcader,

OTIQSUS.

P.S. I might have mentioned
on this subject those Christians in
the second century, whom their
oppouents called Patripassians,
upon the supposition that they
‘“ believed the l'ather to have been
born, crucified, and died.” But
Lardper has well shewn, that this
was a false inference, \\thh Ter-
tullian drew from the manner 1n
which Praxecas, their chief, de-
scribed the I'ather as dwelling in
¢ the man Jesus,”” and that they
werc proper Unitarians.  Sce
Lardner’s Heretics, Art. Praxeas,

Works, ix. 496.
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To the Editor of the ._]Hon-tbly Repository.

SIR, ' Shrewsbury.

Permit me, Sir, ﬂ':muuh the me-
dium of your valuable I\Ilscdlany,
to address myself to those among
the Unitarian ministers, (and [
believe they are mdny,) who have
the spread of what they conceive
to be gospel doctrines, and true
Christian * practice, among the
poorer classes, warmly at heart.

I think it w111 be generally al-
lowed, that the sermons usually
given in Unitarian chapels, are in
language far too refined for the
comprehensmn of this part of the
congregation : nor are the vices to
which their condition in life ren-
ders them most liable, such as
drunkenness, dlshoncsty, and ly-
1ug, often even touched upon ; or
if Lhey are, 1t can be baut shghth ,
in thesc Llcgant discourses. What
hope then can there be, that their
attention to religious doctrines will

|

be awakened, or their practice of
Christian morality amended, by
attendance upon public worship !
Yet the benefit of the unlearned 1s
surely one great object of its in-
stitution. The higher ranks have
various sources of information and
improvement at all times open be-
fore them, but the poor have few.
opportunities of instruction besides
what they gain on a Sunday from
their pastor ; but this might do
much if it were well adapted to
the purposec.

I do not mean to propose that
the style of preaching shall be com-
pletcly changed, and all the ex-
cellent compositions from which
the well-intormed and worthy re-
ceive instruction and delight, laid
aside as uscless in the pulpit; but
I do propose, and that most car-
nestly, that one animated, ardent
and plain address should be made
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to the untaught and ignoraut every
Sunday, (and perhaps if one other
evening in the week were also de-
voted to the same laudable pur-
pose it would be still better :) they
stand more in need of this than
any one who is not in the habit of
conversing with them on l(hglous
subjects can easily imagine ; bat
from a discourse calculdted for a
polite audience, they gain abso-
~lutely nothing. '

The instances are numerous of
servants® begging to be excused
from attending their masters and
mistresses to Unitarian places of
worship, not in the least -because
they objocted to the doctrines
taught there, but because they
were unable to understand what
those doctrines were.

The time that 1 would particu-
larly recommend for these lec-
tures, is berween the hours of six
and eight in the evening; “the
lower classes are at that time com-
plctely disengaged, and perhaps
more dvzpo&ed to attend rthan at
any other; scrvants too may he
spared with little inconvenience ;
and were this plan adopted gene-
rally in Unitarian chapels, I have
no doubt but very many sincere
converts would be made to true
Christianity ; but the pcople must
be addressed in a language that
they can understand—in a simple
and encrgetic manncr. If the
‘pre'xch(,r is in carnest, and will
give up the quiet repose’ of his
Sunday evcnings, whiciy <[ own to
be a sacrifice, but one that I think
few can hesitate to make,’ when s
they consider the thrice: POpcated
command of our Lord to a zcatous
and affectionate disciple ; ¢ Feed
my sheep;” and
test which Jesus proposes as de-
psm: of his loye to him: 1if he

that this 1s the
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will do this for the benefit of that
large class of his fellow-creatures
who want 1nstruction, and have
scarcely any other chance of ob-
taining it, he will not find it diffi-
cult to compose discourses which
will reach the hearts, and rouse
the hopes and fears of the unlet
tered, and at the same time instil
into their minds the pure and ra-
tional doctrines of bim who came
to seck and to’save that which was
lost.

They are not the mysterious doc-

‘trines of the Methodists which at-

tract such crowds of hearers, but
their earnest and affectionate man-
ner, and the familiar language in
which they speak. Why should
not Unitaran ministers avail them-
selves of the same means ? Indeed
it is their duty so to do, if it ap-
pears to them, as it obviously does
to me, the most probable method
of spreading the pure doctrines of
Christ, and turning the people
from the ¢rror of their ways.

- Nothing but this difference of
language and nianner can account
for what 1s to be seen in almost
cvery town and wvillage of South
Britain-—an empty church and a
full meeting-house near it, though
in both places precisely the same
doctrines are taught. Ask the ata
tendants at the meetmu why they
lcave the church, and they w1ll
generally tell you, because they
can understand the new preachera
better.

Nothing low or vulgar need or

ought to be introduced ; but the
state in which numbers of the poor
actually are, should be plainly
pointed out to them : we know too
well the idleness, the insolence,
the profligacy of too many among
them 3 peint then your lectures
homc to these vlces in all thext
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ramifications ; warn them of the
precipice on which they totter;
and on the other hand, awaken
the love of God in . their hearts;
paint his infinite goodness 1n send-
ing his beloved son to be their
guide and pattern, and the glorious
destiny which awaits the meanest
of them, who will deny thema
selves, take up the cross, and fol-
jow him.

328

If Unitarian ministers would
adopt the plan I have be¢h recoma

mending, I feel confident that

themselves and many others will
have reason to rejoice in its suc-
cess : and to know that any one
had by this address been induced
to make the experiment, would
be a high gratification to, Sir,

Your constant reader, |

DI. I.I.

- ON THE DECLINE OF PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATIOXS.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

Liverpool,
S1It, Jan. 9, 1800.

I have always been of opinion,
that a considerable portion of that
spirit of free inquiry, both on sub-
jects of a religious and political
nature, which has happily charac-
terized the English nation, has
been derived from that sect of dis-
senters who are commonly, al-
though 1mproperly, called Pres-
byterians. Great lumiuaries have
immdeed occasionally appeared
among other descriptions of men,
even among dignified prelates ; but
these ar¢ only rare instances, and
would probably have had little in-
flucnce on the current of public opi-
nion, had it not been that the prin-
ciples which were just brought
into view by these persons, were
uniformly and systematically en-
forced by the Presbyteyian dissen-
ters.  DBeing myself a zealous as-
sertor of the right of private judg-
ment, and of free inquiry on mat-
ters of religion, it bas been with
me a subject of serious concern,
to behold the sect so rapidly de-
clining.  That the sect of Presby-
terians is rapidly declining will
scarcely, I presume, be question-
ed.  Many of the smaller congre-

root,

gations are entirely deserted, and
even 1n large and populous towns,
the meeting-houses are becoming
every week less and less frequent.
ed. In this place, where every
exterior circumstance contributes
to keep up the interest; a pastor
of grcat respectability, private
worth, and talents, and what is
perhaps more important, of consi.
derable affluence, an elegant build-
ing furnished with every accom-
modation that can minister to the
ease of the luxurious; exquisite
music, vocal and instruimnental ; the
sanction of many individuals of
wealth and conscquence ; yet not-
withstanding the combination of
so many favourable circumstances,
even here the seeds of decay may
be observed, and if I mistake not,
will be found to have taken deep
As 1 consider the peculiar
sentiments of the Presbyterian dis-
senters to be intimately conncected
with the permancende of their relia
gious associations, I cannot wita
ness this state of things without
much regret, and however unequal
I may prove'to the task, 1 wish to
contribute what lics in my power
to the correction of this evil. [
propose then to cnter upon the
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.successful 1n our
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consideration of two pomts : first,
what ar&€ the causes to which we
are to impute this decline? and
secondly, are there any means by
To
the first of these questions every
one will be ready to reply, that
the cause exists in the luxurious

which it may be prevented ?

and depraved manners of the age,

in the unbounded cagerness for
the acquisition of riches, and in

the unsatiable love of pleasure

which so strongly charactcrize the

period in which we live. These
assertions, it must be admitted,
are to a certain extent true, but
they do not appear to me exactly

to meet the difficulty ; for al-
though I cannot but be sensible to
the encreasing luxury of the times,
and to the unbounded eagerness
for the acquisition of wealth,

which operate upon the minds of
too many individuals, yet I do not

think that cither the virtuous prin.
ciples or moral qualities of the
dissenters have declined in an

equal ratio with the decrease of

their scctarian spirit.  Even if we

should suppose that what have’

been nientioned are the general or
primary causcs of the phenomenon,
it may strll be useful to cxamine
1r what way they operate, and to

1nquire whether there may not,be

other morce immediate causes for
the effect. Itis only by this more
minute kind of 1nvestigation that
we can have any prospect of being
endeavours to
obviate the evil. In the first place
I shall assign as a very principal
cause, the unlimited and excessive
fondness for free inquiry, which
leads persons to question the pro-
pricty of all ancient- useges, and
to undervalue all custoirs and
forms, the 1mmediate good effects
of wbich are not apparent. This

manners,
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method of scrutinizing into the
use and advantage of every thing
that we do, Is a remarkable trait
in the mannels of the present age,
and has given rise to the most im.
portant chanoes 1n dress, external
polmcs and ‘religion,
It has led to the opinion, which
must be admitted to be corrccté
that attendance upon public wor.
ship is not in itself a moral act,
and that it only becomes so when
1t proceeds from proper motives,
or when it produces a moral effect
upon the mind; 1t is'not a virtue,
but only a means of virtue. In
too many instances 1t 1s true, that
the manner in which religious ser.
vices are performed is not such as
to excite much interest in the au.
ditor, or to give him any informa-
tion that is new or important. If
we then, in each individual case,
ask ourselves, whether our time
might not be more pleasantly, or
even more usefully employed than
in visiting the meeting-house, we
may be strongly inclined to answer
in the affirmative, and nothing but
a steady attention to the effects of
habit can induce us to forego the
feelings of the moment, and to
prcfex our duty to ourinclination.

A sccond cause for the neglect of
public worship may, 1 thmk be
found in the alteration thdt has
taken place 1n our ideas respects
ing the nature of Sunday, and the
method in which it caght to be
cmployed. Our ancestors regard-
ced what they called the Sdbbath
to be a day similar to the Sabbath
of the Jews, in which no manner
of work was to be done, and no
pleasure to be enjoyed. No books
were to be read, and no conversa-
tion was to be hvard -except such
as were strictly theolog,lcdl and
walkmg or riding, except to and
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¢rom the church, was to be prohi-
bited. Now it must be admitted,
that with the very ‘best intentions,
and with the most pure feetings of
piety, to a great part of mankind,
cs})epially to young people, such
a Sunday must have been 1intole-
rably tedious, so that the attend-
ance upoun public worship would
be a great relief from the mono-
tony of the day, and indced a con-
siderable source of amusement.
At present, however, when the
- Sunday i1s regarded as a day of
grateful and innocent leisure,
when we are allowed to contem-
plate the beauties of nature, and
to listen to the conversation of
friends, when in short all occupa-
tions are admitted that tend to im-
prove the feelings or character,
Sunday is no longer a weight upon
our hands. The effcet that this
change will have on our attend-
ance upon public worship is too
obvious to be pointed out. '

A third cause which I shall
mention, is the alteration which
has taken place in our domestic
habits, which makes the attenda-
ance upon public worship more
inconvenient than it was formerly,
I principally allude to the hours
ot rising, meals, &c. The inhabi-
tants of towns are obliged to sit
up late in the evening, and of
course to rise later in the morning
than was the custom with their
ancestors, so that if a family live
at any distance from the place of
ppblic worship, it requires a total
vhange in the economy of the
whole household to attend upon
service while it is performed so
carly in the forenoon, and a com-
plete alteration of the hours of
meals, to attend public worship
i the afternoon. Now it must
e admiitted, that this revolu-
Hon of Lours is a considerable

325

evil, no doubt a much less evil
than a neglect of the ordinances
of religion, but still it is an incon«
venience, and one which i1t must
require no small effort to over<
come. Another circumstance
somewhat analogous to this, but
as far as I am qualified to judge,
one of more importance; was
pointed out to me by a profess
sional triend, with whom 1 was
talking over the subject. He re-
marked, that the modern dress of
females was so little adapted to
the English climate, that there was
considerable danger incurred by
their walking along wet roads, and
afterwards sitting in a cold and
probably damp building during
the time of public service. Qur
grandmothers,who enveloped their
persons in stuffs and woollens, were
proof against a degree of cold and
moisture, which would be certain
death to the half-clad females of
the present generation. This it
may be said applies entirely to the
females, but I shall reply to this,
that where females are prevented
from attending public worship, we
scldom observe much regularity in
the other parts of the family. I
might justly be charged with ig-
norance of a subject which I bave
undertaken to 1llustrate, were 1 to
omit mentioning as a cause of the
decline of public worship, a con-
viction that the practice i1s impro-
per. Such an opinion has becn
cupported by a man highly respec-
table for his learning and virtues ;
but I apprehend that I am correct
in saying, fhat the opinion bas
gained very few real converts. To
those who are pre-disposed to ne-
glect public worship, any argu-
ments against it will be accept-
able, but 1 have never yet inct
with a2 man who could say, thag
they bad nroduced conviction jj
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his mind independent of inclina-
tion. In making this assertion, I
hope that I shall not be charged

with a want of candor; such per-

sons may exist, I only assert that
I am unacquainted with any.

I am far from supposing that
these are all the causes that might
be adduced for the decline
public worship among the presby.
terian dissenters 3 other causes,
perhaps even more weighty, may
suggest themsclves to your read-
ers. Those that I have mentioned
are, it appears to me, real, and [
think 1 have seen instances of the

ce of the Devil.

*individual operation of edch of
them. Although I fear the evil is
not altogether to be remedicd, yet
I believe that it may be checked,
and 1 should now proceed to pro.
pose the means by which this is to
be accomplished. But the re.
marks on the first part of my sub.

of ject have extended to so great a

length, that your readers will pro=
bably not be displeased if I defer
my farther observations to your
next number.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

B.

~

ON THE EXISTENCE OF THE DEVIL,
[Continued from p. 140.]

o

For the Monthly Repository,

Having examined the few pas-
sages in which the word AixSopos
occurs in the writings of the Evan-
gelists, we must now advance to
the history of the Acts of the
Apostles. Ch. x. 38. 1s part of
Peter’s discourse to Cornelius and
his household. He 1is speaking
of Jesus, of his miraculous power,
and of his bencvolent works : his
words are these; ‘¢ How God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the holy spirit and with power,
who went about doing good, and
healing all that werce oppressed of
the devil,” evidently referring to
the disorders which were cured by
Jesus. It has never been contend-
ed by Christians, that the diseases
of the human frame, ecven the most
malignant, as madness and epi-
lepsey, arc to be ascribed to the
agency of the.devil ; and this use
of the phrase plainly shews, how
it is to be understood in other pasa
sages, It is mercly the language

of the Jews, borrowed from those
who adopted this absurd notion,
and by no means ascribes any real
existence or agency to the devil
One Greek MS. (see Griesbach
in loco) has the word. (carava)
Satan, which makes the passage
correspond with Luke =xiii. 16.
where the woman ¢ who had a spi-
rit of infirmity “eighteen years,
and was bowed together, and
could in no wise lift herself up,’
1s said to have been bound of Sa-
tan. )

Acts xiii. 10. are the words of
Paul to Lllymas, the sorcerer: it
is said, that ¢¢ Paul, filled with
the holy spirit, fixed his cyes on
him and said, ¢ O full of subtilty,
and all mischief, thou child of the
devil, thou enemy of all righteous-
ness ! wilt thou not'cease to per-
vert the right ways of the Lord ?’
Paul was a man of strong feelings
and strong passions, and no doubt
was greatly irritated and provoke
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by the conduct of Llymas.. It
seems there was just occasion for
his resentment, for it is recorded,
that Elymas was struck blind by
the instrumentality of Paul; but
no argument for the existence and
agency of the devil.can be found-
ed on the indignant language of
the apostle. "We must now lcave
the history of the Acts, for these
two are the only places where the
word is to be found. Overlook-
ing the Epistles to- the Romans,
the first and second to the Corin-
thians, and the Epistle to the Ga-
latians, in which the word does not
occur, we come to LIphes. iv. 27.
The chapter concludes with ex.
hortations to moral duties, and to
the exercise of a Christian spirit,
which cannot be too frequently

impressed upon the minds of those

who profess to be followers of Je-
sus. 'The connection of the verse
to which I have referred 1s as fol-
lows: ¢ Wherefore, putting away
lying, speak every man truth with
his ncighbour, for we arc members
onc of another.  Be ye angry and
sin not. Let not the sun go down
upon your wrath, neither give
place to the devil ;> more properly
rendered by Mr. Wakeficld, ¢ nor
give any room to the accuser;’that
15, to those who were ready tospeak
evil of them as of evil doers. This
passage then affords no support to
the popular notion of the ageuncy
of the devil,

The next place to be consider-
ed is Ephes. vi. 11, ¢ Put on the
whole armour of God, that yec may
be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil;® or asit is translated
by Mr. Wakefield, *‘'That ye may
be able to stand against the de-
vices of the accuser.” The object
of the apostle was to encourage
the early Christians to support the
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persecutions to which they were
exposed, particularly under Nero,
who was emperor of Rome about
the time this epistle was written ;
and there can be little doubt that
Paul refers to those persons, who
accused the Christians when they
were brought before the tribunals
of the Roman governors. This
passage therefore-must be classed
with the preceding one. We have
now again to pass over a consider-
able portion of Paul’s writings;
his Epistle to the Philippians, to
the Colossians, and the two Episa
tles to the Thessalonians ; for the
word does not occur till we meet
with it in 1 Tim, iii. where 1t is
used three times, ver. 6. 7. 11.
Paul 1s describing the character of

- a bishop or overseer in the church.

After enumerating several particu-
lars,. which shew the excellence of
Christian morality, he adds, ¢ Not
a novice, lest being puffed up
with pride, he fall into the con-
demnation of the devil.” 1t is not
casy to affix any rational meaning
to thesc words ; but the transla.
tion of Mr. Wakefield makes them
clear and intelligible. ¢ No now
vice,” that is, not one little ac-
quainted with the nature of his
office, or unqualified for it, ¢ lest
he be puffed up, and so fall into
blame from the accuser.” Soin
the following verse; ¢ He must
have a good report from them who

1¢ without ;> that is, who do not
belong to the church, “ lest he fall
into reproach and the snares of
the devil;’> rather, ¢ of the ac-
cuser.” Ver. 11. The wordis not
used in the received English ver-
sion, and the reason is obvious;
it would have been absurd, and
therefore the primary scnse is ex-
pressed, and this instance supports
the justness of the corrected transe

2 U | \
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lation 1n the former passages.
¢ Even so must their wives be
grave, not slanderers,’
cusers;) in the original, py diaZo-
X8¢, ¢ not devils,? .
We come now to 2 I'im” ii. 26.
Paul is instructing Timothy in
~what manuer he ought to conduct
bhimself; ¢ The servant of the Lord
raust not strive, but be gentle unto

all men, apt to teach, patient, in’

meekness 1nstructing those who
oppose themselves, if God, per-
adventure, will give them repent-
ance to the acknowledgment of
the truth, that they may recover
themsclves out of the snares of the
devil, who are taken captive by
him at his will.”  In this connee-
tion it-must be admitted, that the
word 1s used in allusion to the
popular notion, that an evil being,
at the head eof others, opposed
himself to the promulgation of the
truth, and to the profession of it,

and that the enemies of Christia~

nity are represented as his agents
and 1nstruments; but it admits a
question, whether the apostle
adopted this opinion or only used
the language of those who received
it. In the next ch. iii. 3. the
word dizEoXxos is used in its proper
sensc; and does not appear in the
received translation. Paul de-
scribes the enemies of truth as
persons ¢ without natural affec-
tion, irreconcileable, false accus-
ers,” dialoAos.

The last passage in Paul’s Epis-
tles in which the word is used,
occurs Titus il. 3. ¢ Aged women
are exhorted to be in behaviour as
becometh holiness, uy diaBorss,
not false accusers.” In both these
instances it is evident that the
apostle does not even allude to

the existenceor agency of any evil

(false ac-

On the Esistence of the Devil.

being influencing and perverting
the human mind.

Whether the Epistle to the He.
brews werg written by Paul or not
is immaterial in the present ina
quiry : the word Sialoios is used
only once 3 ch, 1. 14. The writer
1s speaking of the nature of Christ.
His object was to shew that it was
that of the human race. The pas.
sage to which we have referred is
the following: ¢ Forasmuch then
as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same, that
through death he might destroy
him who hath the power of death,
that is, the devil.” It will not for
a moment be conceived, that the
pertod of humnian life is, or ever
wids determined by the appoint.
ment of an invisible though power.
ful being, the enemy of God and
man, and the supposed author of
all the evil, both natural and mo.
ral, which is imagined to exist in
the universe. The writer evident-
ly refers to something which is not
expressed, and it will not be diffi.
cult to suggest the*idea to which
he alludes. Sim, which, by a
common figure of speech, is often
represented as a person, is describ-
ed as introducing Deai’ into the
world, whaich by the same con-
struction of language is also spoken
of as a person; hut according to
the philosophy of those times, the
devil was the author of sin, and
therefore might be said to have
the power of death, which was the
consequence of sin., Such metds
phors must not be supposed to
teach any thing positively, as to
the real existence and agency of
such beings. They were natural
to persons .acquainted with the
prevailing opinions of these times)
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and would not be misunderstood
by those to whom this epistle was
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exercise of a Christian temper.
In the passage to which 1 refer

addressed. A very slight ac- (ch. v. 8.) his words, according to

quaintance with the -forms ef
speech which are common to all
languages, will be sufficient to sa-
tisfy a candid mind as to the rcal
mcaning and import of such
phrases. The most that can Le
said of this passage is, that it al-
iudes to an opinion that an evil
being existed, and had some influ-
ence over mankind. We come
next to the General Epistle of
James, where also the word &z8p.
Aoz . occurs only- once, chap. iv.
7. ¢ Resist the devil and he will
flee from you.” This was proba-
bly a proverbial expression, found-
ed on the general belief of the ex.
istengg. gand agency of an invisible
being, ‘'who tempted men to sin.
1t proves that such an opinion was
common, but the truth of it must
be established by some other evi-
dence, or the agency of such a
being will rest on a very slender
foundation. "
The next passage deserves par.
ticular attention, as it shews how
apt those persons are to de vio-
lence to the sentiments of the
writers of the N. T. though per-
haps undesignedly, who have a
system to support. There 1s no
text of scripture which is so fre-
quently quoted as containing an
express and unequivocal assertion
of the existence and agency of the
devil. The context clearly proves
that it has b such reference. The
apostle evidently had in view ‘the
Persecutions to which the carly
Qhristians were exposed, and the
Ul designs .of their enemies, who
were watching for ()pportunities of
accusing them of heing Christians.
He recommends the uniform prac-
tice of Christian duties and the

the received translation, are these :
‘¢ Be sober, be vigilant, because
your adversary,the devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, sceking
whom he wmay devour.” They
are gemerally supposed to mean,
that the devil, as the author of sin,
and the great agent i1n seducing
men to wickedness, is watching
for opportunities ef betraying
them into vice, of confirming
them in it, and thus, eventually, of
leading them to destruction.” No-
thing was further from the apos-
tle’s design. His object as al-
ready stated, was to fortify the
minds of those to whom he wrote
against the persecutions to which
they were exposed, and to form
them to those habits of virtue and
universal goodness, by which they
would most effectually refute the
charges of their = calumniators.

Mr. Wakefield therefore justly

‘renders the passage: ¢ Be sober,

be watchful, for your slanderous
adversary, like a roaring lion, is
going about and seeking whom he
may devour, whom resist, by
standing firm in the faith, knowing -
that the same sufferings are ac-

complished by your brethren in

the world.? ‘These last words suf-

ficiently prove the justness of the

interpretation attached to the
preceding ones. The * standing

firm in the faith’ plainly indicates,

that the cnemy thus to be resisted,
was the accuser, who in arraigna
ing the genuine and consistent
professors of Christianity at the
tribunal of the persecuting tyrants

of the age, presented no trifling

temptation to make shipwreck of
faith and a good conscience.
Proceeding to the Tirst Epistle
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of John, our attention is arrested
by a passage which appears decid-
edly to support the agency of the
deyxl and which, therefore, must
be particularly examined ; ch. 1ii.
S.
the devil, ior the devil sinneth
from the beginning, tor this pur-
pcse the son of God was manifest.
ed, that he might destroy the
works of the devil.” Unquestion-
ably the devil is here spoken of as
the author of sin, and as a being
who himself sinned, in reference
to which the apostle again says,
ver. 10. ¢ In this the children ¢!
God are manifest, and the child-
ren of the devil ; whosoever doth
not righteousness is not of God,
neither he thatloveth not his bro-
ther.” It may however be ques-
tioned, whether the apostle means
to support the truth of this opi.
ilon, or only adopts 1t as the
cornmon and prevailing  one,
There is also an allusion to this
doctrine, ver. 1¢<. though the word
o1aloncs 18 not uscd : ¢ For this is
the message taat ye heard from
the beginning,’ that j is, the begin-

¢ He that committeth sin is of

On Infinile Satisfaction for Sin.

ning of the gospel dlspensatxon,
¢ that ye should love one another,
not as Cain, who was of thag
wicked one, (the devil,) and slew
his brother.” It is admitted that
the apostle is pointing out the di-
ferent classes of men, and their re~
lation to two different beings ; the
virtuous he describes as children
ot God, the source of all good-
ness ; and he speaks of the vicious
as the offspring of a very different
being, that is, the devil ; but this
may be only in allusion to the
philosophy of that dark age when

f the Jews incorporated the mytho.

logy of the heathens with the pure
doctrines of revelation. They, sn
whom the sun of righteousness
has arisen, have learnt that God
is the creator and maker of all,

that all men are his offspring, and,
that it is only in a figurative sense,

that the vicious are the childre’n’
of the wicked one, 1. e. of the de-
vil, or the being who is supposed
to sustain that character, the au<

| thor of ev ely thing w h1cb 1s evil.

T. W,

(7o be continued.)

ON INFINITE SATISFACTION FOR SIN,

For the ]"L’)M/ﬂj Repository.

Dece. 1, 1808.

Scme Christians contend that
sin 1s infinite, that an infinite sa-
tisfaction must be made to divine
,Juastice in order to its being for-
given, and that conscquem]y none
but an infinite person could make
satisfaction for sin; that thercfore
Christ must be God, or he could
not procure our aalvatlon.

- To
say nothing either of the absurdity
of saying that sin is infinite, or of

talking of forgivencss on the
ground ef satisfaction, it 1s evident
that if sin be an infinite evil, one
infinite person could make satis-
faction for ounly one sin; for as
the number of sinful acts com-
mltted 1s not infinite, sin, if infi-
nite at all, must be.infinite in its
nature, and unless each sinful
act bb infinite, sin in the aggre-
gate cannot be so; for if ﬁmte
quantltub b(, addcd tooethm cver,
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so far, they never will make an
infinite total ; but if every sinful
act be infinite, it follows that even
an infinite person could make sa-
tisfaction for hut one sin ; a thou-
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sand such persons would be ne-
cessary to. satisfy justice for a
thousand sins. |

HETERODOXUS.

MR. ALLCHIN ON THE NECESSITY OF PAIN AND EVIL,

Zo the Editor of the Monthly Repostiory.

NMardstone,

SIR, April 12, 1809.

- In reply to a writer in your last,

npumber, who asks, ¢ if pain and
evil could not have been gvoided,
what becaomes of the Almighty
power of God ?” it may be ob-
served (though the observation is
trite), that even infinite power
cannot perform contradictions,
Butit may be again asked, ¢ what
contradiction is there in suppos-
ing that pain and evil might have
been excluded from the creation 2
I would reply to this question hy
proposing others. Are there not
evident marks’ of goodness in the
provision which is made for the
enjoyment of sensifive creatures ;
and in the benevolent dispositians
of many of our own species? And
with respect to the power of God,
can he to whom the whole course
of Nature is subject; who rea
volves innumerable worlds i1n rea
gular orbits, be less than omnipo-
tent? Yect though proofs arc not
wanting either of the benevolence
ar of the power of the Deity, we
know, from experience, that much
evil exists: and can a more satis.
factory solution of this difficulty
be given than that ‘¢ the supposi.
tion of creating sensitive creatures

capable of epjoymept', but not

liable to pain, does somebow in-
volve a contradiction,” though we
faunot tell how.

~unlcess

But though this is a point which
perhazs may never be so fully and
clearly elucidated as we could
wish, at least in the present life,
1s there not some reason, inde-
pendently of the divine perfec-
tions, to conclude that we could
not have been made capable of
enjoyment without' at the same
time being liable to suffer 2 Can
we conceive, for instance, that we
might have enjoyed the pleasures
of -eating and drinking, without
being liable to hunger and thirst 2
Or would we have every thing ne-
cessary for the gratification of our.
wishes recady prepared for our use
without any labour or contrivance
of our own? Then what exercise
could there be for our mental or
bodily powers? How could we
ever arrive at any considcrable de-
gree either of wisdom or strength,
we were very different-
ly constituted, and i1n a mana
ner of which we ¢an scarcely form
any conception? And should we
be happier than we are, had we
ncither understanding nor indusw.
try, nor o¢casion to employ them ?
Would we wish to remain for cver
in a state of infancy, with guara.
dian angels to guide and direct
us ? Or how could we ever emerge.
from such a state without the fre-
quent and salutary recurrence of"
difficulties and hardships to im-
prove our minds and invigorate,:
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our constitutions? It seems to
have been the design of Providence
to make our happiness or misery
chiefly depend upon ourselves,
that we should learn by experi-
ence what was conducive to the
one, and what was productive of
the other. And are not all ad-
vantages prized the more, in pro-
portion to the pains which must
be taken to obtain them? Could

Mr. Alchin on the Neeessity of Pain and Evil.

nite perfections. But is it not |
highly probable that the supposi.
tion of happiness umallayed, with.
out being gradually trained up for
its enjoyment, were our faculties
equal to a perfect comprehension
of the subject, would be found to
involve a contradiction 2 Can any
other solution of this difficulty be
given which appears more satis.
factory # Would it be more ra.

4

LY

-

"

A

tional to infer from the existence
of evil that the Creator is imper.
fect? or that there is no Creator?
Yet one of these hypotheses must

» we have every thing that we wish
. for without any effort of our own,
- would not all blessings be under-
» valued ? Had we no evil to dread

how could we become sufficiently
sensible of the value of the good
_which we enjoy ? How could vir-
" tue exist if there were no tempta-
" tions to vice ? Is there any virtue
* in performing good actions if there
be no inducement to commit bad
ones ? And if there be incitecments
to evil, what can restrain us but a
fear of the conscquences? And
how shall we learn the conse-
quznces but from our own or
others’ experience?! And how can
experience be gained at the com-
mencement of existence? ls not
then an imaginary paradise an ac-
tual chimera ? Is it not probably
a state which cannot be produccd,
even by infinite wisdom and
power, till rational beings, gradu-
ally improved, arc quallﬁcd to en-
joy | it,
| l\ly argument is briefly this,
There are in the universe evident
displays of power and wisdom far
beyond our conception; nor are
there wanting innumerable tokens
of goodncss in the provision whicl
is made for the enjoyment of ani-
mal and rational creatures. Yet
notwithstanding these rcasons for
ascribing such_ attributes to the
Deity, evil exists ! and we are at
2 loss to reconcile it with his infi-

be admitted, or the inquiry must
be rclmqmshed as too profound
for the human understanding.

Much might be said on the
evils which appear to result ne-
cessarily from the government of
the universe by general laws ; and
on the other hand much might be
argued m favour of dhm'ng
strictly to general laws, 1n prea
ference to freguent interpositions,
1 must decline entering on this
subject, and beg to refer the reader
to Priestley’s Institutes of Natural
and Revealed Religion.

But to those who expect come
plete satisfaction on this perplexs
ing theme, probably nothing that
ever has, or can be written, will
be thought sufficient. I readily
admit the difficulties with which
it is attended, and embrace that
solution which appears to be en-
compasscd with the fewest. 1
cannot demonstrate its truth ; and
if it. be objected to, can only re-
quest that something more satis~
factory may be proposed in 1ts,
stead. ‘

An inquirer who declares that
he * has no other motive in this
application than an ardent wich to.
hecome a believer in the dnuw
origin of the Christian religion,””



s certainly entitled to every pos
sible attention ; and were it in my

- power to remove his difficulties

entirely, no pains for that purpose
should be spared.

" But such an expectation would
be as unreasonable as to require
that all evil should be instantane-
ously banished from the creation.
The proper question is, are the
difficulties which embarrass the

Mr. Wyuvitl’s Petition.
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schemes of natural and revealed
religion sufficient to overbalance
the evidence of their truth ? Or
can any system be erected on the
ruins of natural and revealed relia
gion, which shall contain, on the
whole, greater marks of truth or
probability 2 .
I remain, Sir,
Your’s, respectfully,

R. ALLCHIN.

———

MR. WYVILL’S PETITION.

e

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. .

SIR, | o
- The good intention and the li-
beral wishes expressed by your
correspondent G. in your last
number, justify me in supposing
that he will pardon any freedom
that may be employed in com.-
bating the arguments he has used.
I most fully grant to him the jus-
tice of the claim of Dissenters to
the repeal of the Corporation and
Test Acts ; but I question the pro-

priety of their taking any steps at.

present to agitate the subject ; and
deem it peculiarly improper in
Unitarians, in their religious cha-
racter, to shew any zeal for poli-
tical systems. 'Their duties as
Unitarians, are different from their
obligations as citizens; and if
they mix what they owe to Caesar
with what belongs to God, they
will defeat the good they are soli-
crtous to effect, and expose thema
sclves to the same reproof they ad-
vanced against the advocates for
an_establishment.  Our politics
should as much as possible be de-
tached from our sectarian creeds,
If we would invite investigation,
and lessen the prgjudices of our
Opponents. . To Mr. Wyvill’s ap-
Peal every praise is due,

I¢ bee

~ came the candid, the liberal, the

cnlightened. clergyman to endea
vour - to remove a source of anxia
ety from the mind of a conscien-
tious brother. It was consistent
with the leng tried, pegsevering,
and indefatigable advocate for re
form, to endeavour to free the
church to which he belongs from
the charge of illiberality and into=
lerance. But Mr. Wyvill wishe
ed that his petition should be
signed only by members of the
church of England. Respect
therefore to the intention of the
friend of frecedom would fully jus«
tify dissenters in not interfering at
present in any application for the
removal of obnoxious statutes.
But more cogent reasons may be
assigned for forbearance. The
claims of dissenters are already
before the public. They have
been discussed in the senatec and
defended by the press. 'Their
cause has been supported by seme
of the most celebrated writers,
and some of the most distinguisha
ed advocates for civil and religi
ous liberty. What was the effect
of the arguments advanced ?—
Abuse ! What the result of the
generul sentiment of the several:
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denominations bemg publicly de-
clared, mn consequence "of the as-
sertion of their opponents in Par-
liament, that tlie application for
the 'repeal of the Corporation and
Test Acts, was only solicited by
the London dissenters, and not by
the great body of separatists —.
Calumny was employed—hireling
writers engaged, and the ncws-
papers filled with the cry, the
_ church was in danger ! It is true
the cause of dissent suffered 110 in.
jury from the unjust, illiberal at-

tacks which were heaped upon its
defenders. Their principles were
thore known, their truth better
understood, and their adoption
more ardent.

upon the rulers and elders. Not
upon those who could soothe the
interested, and who supposed their
Fights would be endangered, if the
dissenters were freed from one re.
straint to which they are now ex-
posed. Not upon the alarmist
who believes that lf one sto;,;_i¢'”' |

will be dxseolved
innovation 1s_
among those who superitig
ther our civil or ecclesm,

faivs. It is among the m
and lower orders ofsocnety thiat 't
principles of dissenters hav,e"*”':been
qpre&d
fapidity and efficacy thiat evi
their real worth, b taklng dcep
root in minds not

polluted by a
conformity to the fashion#of this
That a just sensé&: oﬂﬁ,»'l'i‘be-

world.
rality is not entertained b“%wthpse
in power, the tredatment of ‘theiCa-

tholics, is alone sufﬁcmnt“lﬂ;,‘,
termine. If the dissenters 'S-;\»,'f'llld
notv resume their dpphcatf'f"’ff e
additional argument will beigimes
ployed against granting the claims

But upon whom

were these effects produced ? Not' from g

have becen Spread_&\»ﬁth a

Mr. Wyvill's: Petition.,

of their Catholic brethren. [f
we cannot promote, let @ts hotrel
tard the interest of others. 1 have
no doubt that G. sincerely desires
to benefit the cause for which he
pleads ; but the circumstance P
strongly resembles the situation of
dissenters, when the conducting
of the application was taken from
Mr. Beaufoy and put ‘into the
hands of Mr. Fox, that the ‘writer
of this paper feels himself autho.
rised to extract a passage from a
letter received at that time from
Mr. Beaufoy.~—* Be notsurprised
at the 1ssue, nor reckon on oppo-
sition to our application being di.
minished, it will be very, very
much strengthened. = This I know
ood authority. ‘Though
Mr. Pitt has not said so to me,
yet one of his confidential friends
told me, the question is not now
respecting the repeal or non-re.
peal of the Corporation and Test
Acts, but between the leader of
opposition and the minister. The

e latter will thercfore exert his force
7 {:‘*'ﬂtb’" shew your real situation.”

How fully this was confirmed

ﬁ% :,
tof- by the speech of Mr. Pitt, as well
shed’ as by the vote of the llouse of Com-
fdieii mons, is unneccessary now to exe

plain. Many recent facts might
be adduced to prove, that the spi-

1it of the times is not encouraging

to those who have only the argu+
ments of reason, justice, and Ge-
nevolence for their support. These
are not sufficiently cogent to 1u-
duce those who have the sanction
of authonty, the dread of change,
the pride of office, to- 1elmquxsh
the power they possess.  Let disa
senters then recollect what they
owe to themselves, and not cast
pearls before those who would
only tlample them under . feety
er tuin again and rend them.
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 @LEANINGS,

OR $SELECTIONY AND REFLECTIONS MADE'IN 4
COURSE OF GENERAL READING. . . ° .

| No. XXXIIL. |
Ore way of getting to Heaven

S - enough.

The following aneécdote, well
known to be true, occurs in Duns-
ford’s * History of Tiverton. The
Gleaner has some recollection of
ity being quoted by Southey, in
his ‘ Spaniard in England,”” with-
out any acknowledgmerit of the
source whence it is derived ;

“ In the year 1752, the mayor of Ti-
verton, in company, asked a gentleman
who sat ne4ar him, and who gave me this
informatidn, what he thought of the

Methodees and: their religion, and whe-.

ther he did not think it right.that they
should be driven out of the town, or be
obliged to shut up preachiny their non-
scnsical staff heire ?<—¢¢ I think’ Mr. May-

.or you -had better follow the counsel -of .

Gamaliel to the Jews, and leave ghem
and their religion to themselves.”

“ What? do you think so Sir? Do’ you
consider Sir what little reason there is
for any new religion in Tiverton ? Ane-
ther way of going ta heaven when there
are now so many ? Yot know Sir there
is thie old' church and ‘thé new church,
that’s one religion; then there is parson
Kiddell’s, af the' Pitt meeting, parson
Westcott’s in Reter-street, and old "par-
son Terry’s in  Newpbort-street. Four
ways of going to heaven already; and if
they won't go By one or othier of thése
ways, by G— they sha’n’t go to heaven
atall herefrom, whilst I am mayor of Ti-
verton,”

D —

o, XXXIV.
, A Whig.
¢ What is a Whig? is a ques-
tion not unfreguently put, some-
times for the¢ sake of ihstvdction,
but oftener to convey'a satcasm.
The question may be answered,
und & teue: Whig defined, in the

* My. Dbndford's death was merdly

words of Mr. Curwen’s Address fo
the Electors of Carlisle, in the year
1806 :—*<¢ He entertains a cona

stitutional jealousy of the exécu=

tive government ; his eye is steadi-
ly fixed upon ministers, and his
ear turned to the people.”” ‘

N

‘ ~ No. XXXV.
Lord Bacon®s’ Christian ' Para~
| - doxes. ,,
Was lord Bacon in earnest in

‘delivering his’ well known Chrisa
‘tian' Paradoxes as certain truths ;
‘Bolingbroke, who appears to have

studied him deeply,. says that he
was not. (Works, Vol. V. p. 365.)

"Yet why not? "The wisest of men

have' been. sincere believers in
'Transubstantiation, which is not
less absurd and ridiculous than

‘the Ttinity. Calvin was an able
reasoner  Swedenborg was a phi-

losopher ; Bishop Horseley de-
fended the actual descent of
Christ into hell ; and some emi-
nent mathematicians of the pre-
sent day are said to be Methodists.

No. XXX VL.

The worst kind of Blgsfplz‘emy.

- When Molicre’s, Tartuffe was
acted, he was generally supposed
ta have taken measure of the arch-
hishop of Paris for one of his prin-
cipal characters. The prelate be-

"ing apprised of this, had interest

enough with the King to procure
the prohibition of the play, though
at that very time the Italian co-
medians were every day uttering
the most gross bla.phemics and

poticed in the M. Repository for May

¥voy, 'Qa%e 279. A/memoir of him could not fail of being interesting ; pechaps
Do one is better able to supply it than the Rev. T. D, of Kampshire.

‘TQL. 1v.

X
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lipicties upon the stage. For
this reason the prohibition of Mo-
liere’s play appearcd totally unac-
countable ; particularly as the
guthor had ever been esteemed
the most moral, as well as the
most celebrated of all theatrical
writers. The prince of Conti
being asked why DNlolierc’s play
should be forbidden when it con-
tained nothing offensive to genu-
ine religion and morality, and
only exposed hypocrisy. The
prince answered with great spirit
‘and judgment, ““ I am not at all
surprised at this, for Harlequin
only
whereas Tartuffe hias ventured to
expose ts first mintster.’

No. XXXVIH.

Carnal Reason.

Many of the lrvarned Turks,
says Thornton (Pres. St. of Turk.)
refuse an implicit belief to all the

~miracles recorded in the Koran;
but none of them so tar contradict
the national prcjudices. as public-
Iy to withhold their assent. An
effendi, skilled in mathematres,
was asked howvhe could belicve
- that Mahoinet broke the star of
the moon, and caught half of it
falling from heaven, in his sleeve ;
he replied, that indeed in the
course of nature 1t could not be
done, nay was contrary to it ; but
as the miracle is 1n the Koran af-
firmed to be wrought, he resigned
his rcason and embraced the mi-
racle, for, added he, God can do
whatever he pleases.

XXXVIIL.
Mischiefs of an Equivocal Expres-
‘ . ston.
It will be recollected, that after
-the battle of [Friedland, so fatal
- 30 the Russian arms, and the

ridicules religion in general,

Gleanings.

treaty of Tilsit, so advantageouy
to France in its results,  Rusig
offered her mediation to effect a
peace between Great Britain and
Franec and her allies, The reply
to this ofler was, that there were
secret articles in the treat y of 'fil_-
sit which militated against British
interests. General Budberg, the
Russian minister, said in answer,
that there were some secret articles
in the treaty which in no waey con.
cerned the nterests of England.
This expression it will be perceiv.
cd is equivocal, and may mean,
either that there were secret ar.
ticles, some of which 1n no way
concerned the interests of Eng.
land ; or that there some secret
articles, none of whichin any way
concerned the interests of Eng.
land. ‘The Russian minister
meant, there can be no doubt, to
be understoed 1n the latter sense.
It was convenient to the ministry
in the House of Commions to in-
pret him in the former, and then

‘to add onec more to the many false
.and wicked

pretewts which have
been alledged for the rejection of
all overtures to negoeiation, and
for the continuance of war.

XXXIX, N

Recantation of William Barreli.

A Fellow of Gonville and Catus
collcge, Cambridge, (William Bar-
rett) ventured April 29, 1599, to
preach an Armmniam sermon 12
the face of the university.at St.
Mary’s 3 a bold and dangerous
attempt at that time, when the
church of England was in Calvin-
istic glory. So Barrett found.1t.
The university were so highly of-
fended, both at his presumptiop,
in daring to avow his novel, hete-
rodox opinions, and for mentioning

some great divine$ in t_\qumsgﬁ the.



- @leanings.

fighest ranéour and disrespect,
that he was enjoined to make a
public recantation, in that very
pulpit from whence he hadso lately
vented his supposed errors. This he
did the 5th” of May following:-
Part of his recantation (preserved
by Strype, in the original Latin,
in his life of Whitgift) ran thus:
« Lastly, T rashly uttered these words
against’ John Calvin, (a person than
whom noae has deserved better of the
church,) namely, 2bat be bad presumed to
,e,xa‘b_!‘ himself above the Son of God; in
saying which, I acknowledge that I
greatly ‘injured that most learned and
traly pious man; and I do most humbly
streat that ye will all forgive this my
rashness. I also threw out,.in a most
rancorous. manner, some reflections
against P. Martyr? Theodore Beza, Je-
rem Zanchy, Francis Junius, and others
of the same religion, who were the
hights and ornaments of our church

calling them by the malicious name of
Calvinists, and branding them with othar

reproachful terms. [ did wrong in as--

sailing the reputation of these persons,
and in endeavouring to lessen the esti-
‘mation in which they are held, and in
uading any from reading their most
learned. works ;- seeing our church holds
these divines in.deserved reverence.”
~ Happily for the Anti-calvinis-
tic, the Arminian barrister, the
chureh of England is either dege-
nerate or reformed, or he might
be compelled to retract his reflec-
tons upon Dr.  Hawker and
~others, at the bar of the King’s
Bench !

-

. XL.
N4 Grievous Temptation.

- 'When the Rev, Job Orton lived
‘at Northampton} as tutor in the
academy of Dr. Doddridge, [he
became acquainted with john™ B,
a poor man who resided at Kings«
thorpe a little distance - from
. Northdmpton, and a-member of
' Dr. Doddridge’s church.’l{"-
'fEMr.f Qrton had-a very.

igh es~-
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teem for this villager, whém'he
considered as possessing a 'great
degree of sincere and fervent piety,.
and of undeviating integrity. | In
his walks he frequently calléd gt
his house, conversed with him on
religious subjccts, solved ~ his
doubts, corrected his mistakes,
and animated him to proceed with
vigour and perscverance in the
path of Christian virtue.

ix()ne day John came with-a ruc-
ful countenance to the academy,
and inquired whether Mr. Orton
was at home. [Being informed
that he was, and shewn to his
roo‘m_] he instantly observed in his
appearance tiie marks of decep
concern and perturbation, and
asked him respecting the object of
his visit. ‘I am come, Sir (says
John), to have some conversation
with you respecting the state of
my soul.””—¢ I am at leisure,
(says Mr. Orton,) and shall be
happy to give you the best advice
in my power.”” A dead silence’
ensued. John was oppressed by his
feelings and could not give them
utterance, he- only stammered,
‘¢ I have for several weeks been
harassed night and day by a most
grievous and horrible temptation,
which I hardly know how-to men-
tion -even to you.” His friend
was alarmed—he strongly sus-
pected, that if John had too muceh
goodness of heart to feel any 1m-
pulse to murder his wife or child-
ren, his-manner indicdated that he
might not be without some- pro-
pensity to murder himself. - 'He
became therefore very importu.

nate to get out of him his secret.

At last he succeeded. #¢ [ hdave
been most viotently tempted (says
John witla faultering aecent) *¢ 1
have been most violéntly. tempted
to think that- Jesus -Christis rnt
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equal with God_ the Father.”—
Mr. Orton was by this account)

~ relicved{from his anxiety} and ob-
served to himy, that the 6nly me-
thod he could advise him to take
to get every thing set straight in
his mind on this subject, was to
rcad the scriptures with care and
diligence, and especially those of
the New Testamont—to compare
one passage with another, and to
endeavour to discever that which
was the gceneral sense and main
- object ; explaining difficult places

Review.—Mrs. Lee’s Essay on Government.

by those that are the most plain ;-
and to be frequent and importy.
ndte in prayer to God for light
and direction. John instantly re.
plied, “ Ah, my good Sir, I have
alrcady done all that, and it only
increases my temptation, and
makes me worse.”—Mr. Orton
pleasantly subjoined, ¢ if read.
ing your Bible and prayer to God
docs not deliver you tfrom your
temptation, but strengthens it, for
ought 1 can sce you must e’en
keep it 37 and closed the interview. Ny

S
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¢ STILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BrLaMz.” |
Porp.

e e

ART. 1. 4n Essay on Government, by Mrs. R. F. 4. Lee. 8vo. pp.
| + 333. Price 7s.6d.

This is the work of a lady, who
some five or six years since
excited - considerable attention at
the west end . of the metropolis.

‘We have no disuinct recollection

of the facts, nor should we have
even alluded to them, but for the
purpose of saying how completely
she has, by this publication, re-
decmed her character from the
charges of frivolity, to say the
Jeast of them, which seemed at
that period to attach to it. A
person who can reason and write
as the author of the work before
us, must possess a strong judg-
ment, and a cultivated mind : she
might for a moment be led into
errors that will not easily be for-
gotten, but itis evident that she
had within her those principles
that once put into action would
operate to bring her back to her-
self, to assert the dignity of ber

nature, and to prove how incapa.
ble she 1s of persevering in a
course as detrimental to her own
pcace as to the public interests of
virtue. .
‘The essay consists of nearly
fifty chapters, in each of which
some topic of importance is: dis-
cusscd. The first 1s ¢ On the
Nature of Governmeat:” the se.
cond is ‘¢ Qn the Freedom of the
Press, with respect to political
inquirers ;> the third is ¢ On
Universal Principles :* the fourth
¢“ On Civil Distractions:> the
fifth is ¢ On Sovereignty ;>’ and
the sixth ¢ On the Representa-
tives of the People.”” From the
titles now transcribed, the reader
will form some.judgment of the
pature of the several discussiolls
contained in the volume. «hey
are nét all of the same imporly
ance, but they all contain senti-
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ments that will lead the young
and inexperienced to reflection,
on those topics 1n which, as mem-
bers of society, and subjects of a
Government, they are closcly in-
terested.

Mrs. Lee’s Essay is not written
in the close and abstract style of
metaphysical reascning, but is in-
tended rather as a popular illus-
tration of the principles on which
government is focunded. Th-se
who wish for an able and at the
same time a concise account of
this subject manraged on the for.
mer mode will do well to turn to
a small work entitled ¢ Proposi-
tions respecting the Foundation of
Civil Governm-nt, by Thomas
Cooper, Esq,’? which was publish-
ed, we belicve about 20 vears ago.

In trcating of the liberty of the
press, Mrs. Lee combats the idea
of those who objeet to the encou-
ragement and dispersion of know-
ledge among the lower classes of
soclety, as militating against that
entire submission to the will of the
Supreme Being which has been
considercd as the chief constituent
of religion.—* A desire t . be free,
(say thesc reasoners,) accastoned
the fall of man from happiness and

the favour of heaven.”” T'o which

our author replies:

“ Disobedience to a-divine command
expressly given, and the establishmenc of
rights which human beings pos-ess in
common, and which cre constdered only
with reference to one aunother, appear to
be founded on principles who!ly distinct.
The state of man before and after the tall
may be presunied by all who give credit
to the testimony of Moses to have been
very different; at the former period a
theocracy of the purest kind may be - up-
posed to have existed. At che latter pe-

riod .a mingled form of governmurit ng-

cessarily arose, supported by the gon.ent
of the people, and depending on human
will. 8tiil, however, the wisdom of le-
&islators sacured 'privileges to mankind,

_nhabitants.
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of which they could not, without vio-
lence and injustice, be deprived ; the in=
crea-e of numbers on the earth, added to
the imperfections of mankind, gave rise
to laws, but those laws were at first evi~
dently framed for murtual security and
happiness; were they founded on any
other principles, they must necessarily be
unjust and tyrannical; tut if founded
on those principles, the deeper they are
investigated the more firmly will they be
established.”

In treating, chap. xvii. ¢ Of
the Dicnity of the Plebelan Cha-
racter,” and shewing the necessity
of respecting the men to whom a
state owes 1ts formation and supa-
port, and of affurding themm the
means of instruction as well as of
subsistence, Nrs. Lie observes,
that little confidence can in genes
ral be placed in those who exist in
a state of extreme ignorance and
poverty, tor therr submission being
the result of nccessity, ceases
when that solc and powertul prin=
ciple ‘no langer operates on their
minds.

¢¢ The impolicy, (adds our author,) as
well as inju-tice of urging the lower
classcs, by mismanagement or ill usage,
to commit. crimes, and then punishing
them severely for the very excesses into
which they have been driven, must be
obviou ... Is it not more rational to make
them responsible members of the com-
monwecaitn, by affording meuns of .im-
provement, distributing  blessings, and
promoting emulation among them ? It is
d_sirabic that each indivicual in a free
state should feel hiniself interested in the
honour and prosperity of his country—
he choula be ready to oppose its enemies
on a principle of self-defence, as wéll as
on a princaple of duty. Numerous in-
stunces might be adduced of .great and
poputous nations among the ancients,
which feéll into the hands of enemies,
m-rely from want of attachmient in the
"I he success of the Roihans
a;.awst the combined forces of their eng-
nugs may, in several instapces, be almeost
wholy attributed to the attachment pf
the soldiers ; and that attachment was
the dffspring of a governnient which,
.generally speapking,'tended 'to nurse’ the
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seeds of virtue, and to strengthen every
inherent propensity to great and good
actions.

It appears to be a false principle that
2ny thing will do.to fill up theranks: a
small number of men have sometimes
conquered thousands, from their superi-
ority as men; and experience justifies
the supposition, thats the strength of a
mation depends more on the nature than
on the number of its inhabitants.””

We shall only give one other
short cxtract from the fortieth
chapter—*¢ On War.”

<« It is, I belicve, generzlly allowed,
that frequent wars impoverish a coun-
try and vitiate its inhabitants. This
principle is scarcely liable to any excep-
tion; for though it may sometimes hap-
pen that a nation, after a succession of
vvars, will, by a fortunate concurrence of
circumstances, enjoy a great degree of
opulence, increase rapidly in population,
and even be characterized by qualities
which appear novel to it, yet the evils
attached to warfare must,in a greater or

less degree, have been previously incur-
red. The loss of soldiers in the British

armies in some campaigns, appears from
high authority to have amounted to
about one out of seventeen, besides those
who died in battle and of their wounds ;
but the proportion of deaths among sea~
men is far greater. ‘The loss of lives,
however, is not alone te be considered ;
the distress and even ruin of many fami.
lies, who are deprived of their chief sup-
ports, enormeus taxes, popular discon-

ArT. II.
8d.

Like the rest of Mr. Wright’s
smaller publications, the 'present
tract 1s divided and subdivided
into chapters and sections.  T'his
method 1s certainly well adapted
to convey clear and distinct ideas
of the ditferent parts ot a subject.

“In the first chapter, Mr. W,
argues from the divine perfections,
the immutable nature of good and
evil, and the present tendencies of
things, as well as from the positive
declarations of scripture, that

An Essay on Future Punishment.
aton.

Review.—Wright's Essay on Future Punishment.

tent, and consequent crimes, are ahién&
the heavy evils which, in every country,
attend frequent wars. It therefore he.
hoves every wise politician to consideg,
first, whether the objects of foreign cog,
quést be in themselves worthy of so
many important sacrifices? Secondly,
whether the benefits expected fromthem
be not precarious? and.third, whether
if :secured they would make amends for
the vast expenditure of blood and tiea-
sure which might attend the acquisi.
tion! The wars in which Britain has
been engaged during .the last century,
are well known to the public, and from
the general disapprobation to wHhich
many of them have'given rise, it'1s evi:
dent that the objects for which they
were commenced, cannot bear a retro-

spect.” )

In concluding this article we
obseive, that the author . through
her whole work goes upon the just
principle that all prwer is derived
Jrom the people, and that all go-
vernment should be directed for
their good. She describes with
spirit and just indignation many of
the abuses of gouvernments, and
points out with perspicuity and
talent the evil consequences that
must result from practices which
she enumerates, and which are
unquestionably a disgrace to libe-
ral and enlightened natious,

By R. I¥right. 12mo,

wickedness cannot finally go un-
punished, that nothing but sincere
repentance and real reformation
ot heart and life can possibly avert
the threatened consequences of
present misconduct. He then
goes on to shew that the. punish.
ment of the wicked will not come
mence till the resurrection; are,
gues against a local hell, and
maintains that the .wicked will be
punished upon earth, . In the lata
ter part he gives a judicious suin-



mary of the arguments both in fa-
vour of eternal misery, and of an-
pihilation or destruction; replies
to them distinctly, contends that
the onus probandz lies with his op-
ponents, and that as they cannot
clearly prove from the scriptures
either of those doctrnes, the re-
storation of the wicked to a state
of purity and happiness follows of
course.
For ourselves, we regard the
doctrine of endless punishment as
so utterly incompatible both with

the goodness and the justice of

God, that we think it ought not
to be recelved upon any evidence
whatever. To affirm that the
Almighty will render any of his
creatures miserable to all eternity,
and especially when those crea-
tures, like mankind, are frail and
ignorant, and exposed to nume-
rous temptations, 1s but saying in
other words, that he is ncither
merciful nor just ; and to such a
doctrine what evidence ought to
obtain our assent ? It can scarce-
ly be reprobated in terms suffi-
ciently strong. ~

The final destruction of the
wicked, though not so absurd and
impious a doctrine ‘as the other,

ArT. II1.

Tke Ckristian Name.

The Christtan Name :
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does by no means reflect -equal
lustre on the divine attributes with
that of their ultimate recovery
from sin .and misery. For what
purpose, may we ask the destruc-
tionists, are the wicked to be rais-

‘ed from the dead ? to graufy the

righteous, the compdssxonate, and
the forgiving, with a view of their
mented buﬁumos? or to satiate
the -vengeance ot 'him who is infi-
mtely more merciful and compas-
sionate than any other being ?
The doctrine of a limited, and
corrective punishment issufficient
if properly considered, to deter
men from the commission of sin,
and to i1nduce them to rcoula.te
their lives and conversations by
the precepts of the gospel. In
confirmation of this assertion, we
quote the following passage from
the conclusion of NMr. \Vrlohts

Essay :—

‘“ If you continue to disobey the gos-
pel, and go on in the paths of iniquity,
nothing remains but a fearful looking
for of judgment and fiery indignation ;
the only prospect before you is that of a
most awful punishment, the nature and.
duration of which are involved in such
terrifying obscurity as should even now
make your hearts tremble, and ﬁll your.
souls with angui:h.”

“l .

a Discourse, addressed to the

Congregation assembling in BMill-Hill Chapel, 1.eceds, on Sunday
Oct. 30, 1808, on accepting the Pmtural Ofiice wn- that Place.

By .l/zomas Jervis.

Mr. Jcrvxs, for many years the
respectable iminister of Prince’s-
street, YWestminster, has succeded
his frmnd Mr, \Vood at Leeds, as
the title of this discourse mfoxmb
the public. The congregation at
Mill-hill, Lecds, has been fa.
vomred. with a succession of learn-
ed and able ministers, and we
bave no ' doubt that Mr. Jervis

8vo. pp. 36.

Johnson. 1809.

will maintain the respectability of
this religious society, raised to so
high a pm.h by the labours and.
virtues of ¢¢ a Cappe, a Walker,
a White, a Priestley, and a
Wood.”’ [
~In this discourse the preacher,,
after dcescribing the origin and,
progress of the Chrzsuau name,.
iguiras—

. 8 :
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¢« What is it to be a Christian ?’ nions of mankind, and which
And o ' ~ has excited as much ill blood a3
¢¢ Why are you a Christian ?” the most obnoxious expression in
We do not agree with Mr. J. the vocabulary of schisin. There
that-—¢¢ It were to be wished, that s little ground for the opinion that
by unanimous consent we could the name of Christian was adoptéd
at once forget the names of Calvi- in the first instance by the believ.
nist and Arminian, of Athanasian ers of the gospel, much less by
and Unitarian.” ‘apostolic direction ; the probabi.
If there be different modes of lity 1s, that it was given to the
faith, they surely reguire to be members of the church at Anti-
designated by different  terms. och, by the Romans in that city,
The difference may (though we as a wnick-name, or term of re.
see not why it should) be disa- proach, and that, like the modern
greeable, but do we get rid of a denominations ‘Quaker and Me.
disagreeable thing by forbearing thodist, it soon grew into such ge.
to name 1t? And why proscribe neral use as to become purely de.
ouly the appellations Calvinist and scriptive, and not at all reproach-
Arminian, Athanaszan and Unita- ful, and in this mamer crept into
rizn 2 Why not expunge the de- the chuxch itself. Had 1t been
nominations Prolestant and Pa- imposed by the sanc¢tion of Paul,
pist ? Nay, why not abolish the at the early period commonly
use of the term Chriestian, which -1magined, it would, we think, have
is a scctarian term, which marks becn used by him in his epistles.
a division 1n the religious opi-

POETRY.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

Silver-strect, Bdmonton, To describe either in Prose or Perse, the
SIR, " AMay 15, 1809. most remarkable Phenomena of Nature,

Should you think the verses ‘I here- which aécompany the Return of Spring.
with send you worthy a place in your
respectable Repository, they are much Sterh winter’s vanish’d, and now clearly
at your service. | gone, .

It is necessary to mention, that the And with it all its horrid train of frosts,
aunthor, Master Jobn Weller, has read And storms tremendous, and of Scythian
but very little English Poetry. He has SNOWS ;
not read Thomson’s Seasons, and it isa And boreas raging blasts—O happy
full twelvemonth ago since he looked change ! '
into Milton’s Paradise L.ost, and then The spring, the glorious spring appears,
he only perused a very few pages of it. array’d ‘

I can vouch for his veracity in these In ev'ry beauty, that or tongiie can tell,
particulars, as well as upon every other Or heart conceive! O charming heav'nly

iy -

———

L

—— o

S

occasion, for he is a youth of uncom- scene! ' .
monly good principles. - 'What joy ineffable, what pure delight,

It 1s his first attempt at English verse, Pervades th’ enraptur’d soui, and spark-
and when I requested him to try the ling beams ' .
subject in verse, he objected to it ; how- In each admiring eye! Kind phobus
ever I at last prevailed, lends 4

Sir, your most obedient servant, His renovating rays, and smiles benigm
- THOMAS SIMONS. | '



Poeiry.

O’cr Natore’s various works below. The

, earth, A -

Reviv'd, her fruitful bosem quick ex-
pands, | \

Angd lo! her mighty treasures long con-
ceal’d, o

with force redoubled burst on ev'ry
side.~—

The vau'ted sky assumes its native blue,

By <louds no more obscar’d—The fur-
rows tecni

With ricing blades of corn abundant,

while

The plentecous sap pervading evry
branch, '

flows npward, downward, liv’ning as it
gOCS. ) :

The swelling buds unfold their leafy
store »

Yet immature, but soon the genial
warmth, , )

Wirth grateful dew combin’d, restores
to all, .

Their former vigour, and their youth
renews.—

All pow’rful Nature now her aid bestows,
Her pencil exquisite now best employs,

To give each verdant leaf of variouskind,

Its form peculiar, its proper tint.
Stupendous art! though evry tree and
plant’ . o,
That e’er the eye inquisitive beheld,
From th’ Hyperborean o the Antarctic
pole,. ' '
From others differs in gradation just ;
Still each some beaury to itself confin’d
Possesses : all in one unbounded chain,
Shine forth resplendent, perfect in their
kind. X
The gardens deck’d with various colour’d
flow’rs, .\ '
Exhaling fragrant perfumes, now invite
From home, th® industrious social train
of bees,
Which now with zeal assiduous extract
The liquid nectar ; and for future time,
In waxen cells, store” up their well
earn’d gains,
Now too the painted blossoms please the
view,
‘The smiling earnests of th® autumnal
fruit .
Fulloft indeed the sport of sudden blasts,
«Which seem to deal destruction round,
’ and stri
The fairest tree relentless ; but which are
4B truth’s ne’er erring mirror, rightly
 wview'd’ - ,
a4 he ministers of mighty good. Thus oft
In life’s uncertain chequer’d read, by
some
VOL. &V, 2
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Great seeming evil suddenly beset,

We sink despondent, and with tears de-
- plore,

What soon we
- port;

The solid basis of otir truest joy.

"The feather'd choristers proclaim aleuwd,

In notes melodious, their joy unfeign'd;

While man’s ingenious art excelling far,

"They build for future young their mossy
nests; | |

In some sequester’d hedge secure from
harm,

Or lofty tree that mocks 21l rude atrack.

find our only firm sup-

Perhaps bheside :the gently murm’ring
brook,
On those delightful banks where early
| blows '
The modest primrose striving to conceal
Its simple colours from th’> ebserver’s
view;
Or the blue violet filling all the air,
With odours still more sweet, more frag-
- rant far, | .
Than all that boasted Ind’ profuse be--
stows, ,
On all that Per<ia’s abundant soil,
Exports to foreign climes less fertile.—

Now .
The meads luxuriant all their charms
display, .

Attracting as it were by magic art,

The flacks exulting in their happy state;

A happy state indeed, could they but
know

The source omnipotent of all their joy.

'To man this knowledge is confin’d; his
mind

Alone can soar aloft, and reach the skies.

The wary cuckoo and the wand’ring
train

Of birds that migrate, haste to join again

‘'heir happy fellows, and enjoy the s¢ene,

By wond’rous instinct led, their only
guide,

They pass the boundless dcep,and never
fail,

In proper time to reach the destin’d
shore. ‘

No compass e’er directs their airy flight,

No star refulgent points to them their
course. |

Where aged Ocean, and the vast expanse

Of heav’ns blue arch enclose on c¢cv'ry
side .

1h’ astonish’d sight; by what superior
pow’r L .

Impell’d, choose they the only track chat
leads

‘l
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To climes more tempcrate, to recalms

' more blest ?

*T'is that great God supreme who reigns

- above, '

Enthron’d in glory which no mortal
man '

Yet has, or can, or ever will conceive,

Who myriads and myriads of worlds,

By his almighty fiat quick produced

Who keeps them still in their cternal
course,

At first prescribed ; inviolate : ’tis He,

*Tis He, who shews these birds their
only road. —

VWhat father’s care, oh God, can equal

. - thine

O’er all thy wond’rous works! What
tender love

Shines forth conspicuous through ¢he
whole machine! '

Ye glittering spheres that roll above the
sk
lnnumera){)le, thou radiant orb
Of light that rul'st the day, and thou
pale moon
That gigr the silent night as chief pre-
“*81d’st, ‘
To God omnipotent sing forth your
 praise.—
Thou earth, and sea, and all that ye
*  contain, .
In hymns of praise to your Creator join.
Let all created beings swell the sound!

Answver, addressed to the Querist, page 141,
of the Rcpository for March, avho re-
uests a solution of the Questions concern-
ing the Origin of Earl, the compatibility
of Omniscience, with free Agency, .

"To learned Athens, led by fame,

As once the man of Tarsus came,
With pity and surprise,

*Midst idol altars, as he stood,

O’er sculptur’d marble, brass and wood,
He roll’d his awful eyes.

But one, apart, his notice caught,
That scemed with - higher meaning
. fraught,
Graven on the wounded stone:
Nor form, nor name was there express’d;
Deep reverence filled the musing breast,
Perusing-—** To the God un-
known.”

Age after age has rolled away,

* Altars and thrones have felt decay,
- Sages and saints have riscn;
And, like a giant roused from sleep

- Poetry.

Man has explnréd the path!éss deep,
And lightnings snatched from
heaven.

- And many a shrine in dust is laid,

Where kneeling nations homage paid,
| By rock, or fount, or grove.
Ephesian Dian sees n6 more
Her workmen fu<e the silver ore,
Nor capitolian Jove.

Fven Salem’s hallowed courts have ceas’d
With solenin pomps her tribes to feast
No more the victim bleeds :
To censers, filled with rare perfumes,
And vestments from Egyptian looms,
A purer rite succeeds.
Yet still, where’er presumptuous man
His Make:’s e-sence strives to scan,
And lifts his fecble hands
Tho’ saint and saze their powers: unite,
To fathom that abyss of light, =
Ah! still that altar stands.

* LINES
O~ THeE Hore ¢r A RESURRECTION,
OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF
W. BRITCHER.

Hail! glorious Hope, rich treasureof
the soul! .

Thou best of blessings from a hand di-
vine ;

O may ecach passion yield ta thy con-
trou!,

And Nature’s tears

give place to smiles
of thine! '

Yes, tho’ no more his ‘mortal tongue
shall charm,

Or sweet instruciion
flow ;

Though Friend. hip’s flam¢ no more his
breast shall wa'm; -

No more his presence grace these scengs
below.

Though the fond bosom heaves the
- mgurnful «igh; . '
Though Friendship's falling tear laments
its loss,

Still ¢ Hope stands pointing™ to the
realms on high,

Prepared by bim who triumph’d o’er the
cross!

On wings of Faith to those bright courts
we soar, _

And view that future land of life and
peace;

Where we shall meet bim whom we

' now deplo.e,

Where Friendship’s sacred joys shall ne-
ver cease. |

from his lips shall
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Tlope, and take sweet Comfort in

thy hand;

Thy lovely sister, of Religion born; -

In every breast thy checring power ex-

and, ‘

And biIZl each soul prepare to hail the

glorious morn.
Cranbrook.

Come

S. D.

LINES—Bvy Mrs. OpPIE.

ON THE OPENING OF A SPRING
CAMPAIGN.

Spring thy impatient bloom restrain !
Nor wake so soon thy genial power;
For deeds of death must hail thy reign,
And clouds of fate around thee lowet.

In vain thy balmy breath to me

Scents with its sweets the evening gale ;
In vain the violet’s charms 1 see,

Or fondly mark thy primrose pale.

To me thy softest zephyr: breathe

Of sorrow, soul disparting tone;

To me thy most attractive wreath
Seems tinged with human blood alone.

Arrest thy steps, thou source of love,
Thou genial friend of joy and life!
Let not thy smile propitious prove
To works of carnage, scenes of strife.

Bid winter all his frowns recal, -

And back his icy footsteps trace 3

Again the soll in frost enthral;

Ard check the war-fiend’s murderous
Ch&:@.

Fond fruitless prayer ! Thy hand divine
The smiling season on must lead;

And still at War's ensanguin’d shrine
Must bid unnumber’d victims bleed.

CiuaracTer ofF DE Foe.~—By M-r.
C. lL.amsB.

{The following lines were written, as
our readers may remember, for a Pro-
logue to Mr., Godwin’s tragedy of
Laultener, which not pleasing the pub-
lic taste, was no sooner brought for-
ward than withdrawn. The charac-~
ter of De Foe is so well described 'in
Mr. Lamb’s poetry, that we deem it
worthy of preservation in our Reposi-
tory.-—-—ED.S)

An apt‘hor who has giv'n you all delight,
I urnish’d the tale eur Stage presents to-
night ;
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Some of our earliest tears he taught te
steal . | :

Down our young cheeks, and forced us
first to feel. :

To solitary shores whole years confin’d

Who bhas not read how pensive Crusoe
pin’d ?

Who,now grown old, that did not once
admire ‘

His goat, his parrot, his uncouth attire;

The stick, due notch’d, that told each
tedious day,

That in the lonely island, wore away ?

Who has not shudder’d, where aghast he
stands

At sight of human foot-steps in the
sands ?

Or joy’d not, when his trembling hands
unbind

Thee, Friday, gentlest of the
kind ?

'The Genius who conceiv’d that magic

tale, |

Was skill'd by native pathosto prevail. °

His stories, though rough-drawn and
fram’d in haste, |

Have that which chasms a manly Eng-
lish taste. | "

What, though in-some capricious sport-

3

savage

ive mood.

He term’d our countrymen a mosngrel
broo.!

The spleen-born satire from our minds
we chase :

‘The men he libell’d are a gen’rous race,
Can take (though injured) their tradue-
cer’s part, '
And own he had a true-born English
heart! |
His was a various pen, that freely rov’d
Into all subjects—was in most approv’d.
Whate’er the theme, his ready Muse
obey’d— ’
Courtship, Politics, Religion,
T'rade ; a
Gifted alike to shinein ev’ry sphere,
Nov’list, Historian, Poet, Pamphleteer |
In some blest interval of party strife,
He dreﬁ a striking ske¢tch from private
ife; _ ‘
Whose well-wrought scenes of intricate
. distress
We try, to-night, in a dramatic dress.
A real story of domestic woe,
Which asks no aid from musig, verse,
or shew
But trusts to Truth, té Nature, and
De Foe. ‘

Love,
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS;
L | | | OR, |

The Christiai’s Surcey of the Political 1}orld.

An eventful month has passed over
our heads. Whether we look to events
abroad, or to deliberations at home, the
Christian must be shocked at the differ-
en¢e between things as they now are,
and as they will be, when men sha.l ac-
knowledge the power, and practise the
rules of the gospel. Extraordinary dcii-
berations have taken place in the renare.
It is no longer a surnii~¢, but an ackuow-
fedged fact, that the representation of the
Commomns 1 not what it ought to be;
that most scandalous trznsactions take
place in it and in these transactions his
majesty’s ministers are accused of bemg
partzes. . This has been often said. It
was ot doubted without drors, but the
dtrocious crime had never been unblush-
ingiy owned before in the House of
Commons. It is curious to perceive in
what manner a worldly mind will gloss
over the wickedest transactions,and with
what difficuley an evil once established
can be subcdned. “There cannot be a
doubt that according to the principles of
our constitution, the man xwho barters
his voete for money is guilty of a great
crime ; and for this plain rcacon, that
tad men may thus be entrusted with the
power of legislation, and enter the House
of Commons for snister purposes. But
how snuch greater is the crine, if the
the minister of the crown enteis into the
traffic—introduces mien into the House
decidedly to support hi: mcasures, and
thus poisons deliberation at bis cource.

Whether the lHowse o' Commons is
an advantage or disadvantage to the
fountry,curious men may speculate, but
it must be allowed by all, thar to be of
advantage it must answer the purpose for
which it was designed; namely, to give
the people its due share of the legisla-
tion, and to be a due check on the ac-
tions of the executive government.
When it loses this character, thie advan-
tages of a mixed government are lost,
and it would be better for despotism to
appear in its pure form, than that the
forms of liberty should be preierved
when its essence is lost. ‘l'his truth
seeins to have been generally felt, and
the facts that have comic out called for

speedy inquiry, and a proper remedy.
‘i’he sale of seats in Parliamicot is so ob.
vious and so gross an abuse, that nothing
cenld be said openly by any party in its
defence. 1t wa. sufficient to mention it
for cave to bring in a bill to prevent it,
aud to make tle penalties high for every
tran-gression.  Debates were very fre-
quent, and much was found to be said
on this subject— so much so that the ori-
gina!l mover of the bill scarcely knew it
agam, after 1t: passage through ths
House. Penalties werce {ixed upon, and
oaths enjotned, by which the future wruf-
fick will be rendered very diflicult, but
still it remains a doubt, whether the
subject wili be a gainer, and whether
the mart may not be transferred to a
quarter which will render the trafhc e«
more detrimental to the public thaa
ever, | '

But it might be asked, since this trar
fic is by no one denied to bhe improper.
why were not steps taken to render the
bargain and sale for a scat in parliamen:
impossible ? That seats are sold as stalls
in a market can no longer be doubted:
the reason 1s, that by the tenure of cer-
tain seats they may be so in possession ¢f
certain irdividuals, that they may be
considered as private property. This
arisés from the number of woters being
very small, or from the votes being at-
tached to dead property, to which an 1n-
dividual may at wiil assign a living voter.
‘I'he cause of the evil being known, the
remedy one might think would not be
difficult; and as the louse of Commons
is intended to represent the commions of
the land, there can be no propriety in
members being sentfrom a placein which
no commoners reside But to correct
the innovations which time has produc-
ed is now considered to bean innovation.
Nothing is to be 2ltered in the present
mode of representation : this part 1s not
to be investigated, and of course the evils
attending the present state of the repre-
sentation will m a great measure remail.
As long as private individuals are in pos-
scssion of seats of parliament, it is to be
expected that they will turn their pos-
sessions to their own private emolumenty
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and not to the public good. To expect
a different result is to reason agsainst na-
¢ure. The House of Commons. will al-
ways speak the sense of the people by
whom it is constituted. lfit is constitut-
ed-by private individuals; it will speak
the sense of those Individuals: if by the
patton at large, it svill speak the s2nse of
-she pation: 1f it is coastituted partly by
private individuals and partly by large
masses of people, its sentiments will be
of a-more mixed nature, and the prepon-
derance will always be in the favour of
those by a2 majority of whom it is ap-
pointed. : ’

But let not people deceive themselves
with the idea of a pure representation
correcting the evils ot a bad government.
If no improper btas acts on the electors,
they can only ¢hoose those men swho ap-
vear to them the best suited for the pur-

pases of legislation, and in carrying with

them the whele sense ‘of the country,
¢hey will probably carry with them also
no inconsiderable part of it¥ nenrense.
Hence very bud laws have been madein
popular governments, and the true =»irit
of liberty cannot exist but in an enlight-
ened people.—+ If ye take my yoke upon
vou {says our Saviour) ye shall be free
mnriced, and all other yokes will be found
0 be exceedingly burdemsome.”” This
yoke isat present refused by the nations of
Europe, and they are consequently che
prey of all the malignant passions. They
profess Christianity, but one proof is
wanting which our Savicur requires:
‘“ By this shall it be known, that ye are
my disciple, if ye love one another.”
I.ove is the essence of Christianity, and
where a commuuity gives up this prin-
ciple, and intrenches itself within barri-
crs to exclude all its neighbours svio do
not maintain the same sentitnents, with
what justice does it claim the name of

.

Christian ? - |

fn our last 1t was mentioned, that a
noble adulterer had refused to add-mur-
der to his other crimes, and due credi¢
was given to him for his conduct. But
this it seems did not satisfy the brether
of the adulteress——he thirsted for blood,
and his soul panted for revenge. Fill
of the baseness of malignant passion, he
persisted in the demand, that he should
hajvc a shot at his brother-in-law, and
this wretched and contemptible passion
was gratified, The adulterer gave him
the desired meeting, and according to
the laws of the spurious honour 'which
actuated the challengery he had the first
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‘fire. He almed a ball at the adulhéi'ﬂfs

heart, but did nor vucceed in his wicked
attempt. The adulterer Teurned dhe
fire, but ir a direction which could neot
commit murder, nor hurt the challenger,
It was'evident that he would rather lose
his life than tuke a2way that of the ha’-
lenger, whose second now stepped i
and would not permit his principal tu
tuke a second aim. He was reluctamd
compelled to quit the field: This un-~
fortunete man’s passion had taken such
possession of him, that he declared thar
he came prepared that one or other
should fall. * Happily for him he oissed
his aim; for kowever great the crime of
the adulterer, still it was not his busmess
to be the executioner. The hangmun is
held to be not a very honourable charac-
ter, yet it Is necessary, and the challesiger
in thir case has put himself on a lewel
with one whom ge probably affects oo
despise.  Yet duelling may be neces

to keep the adulterers in high life in or—
der; and if they cannot be restramod
within due bounds by the Taws of Ged
or of the land, their own {follies mey lead
them to chastise each other, and to bea
punishment to themselves.

But what interest can such a contest
excite when the murders of thousands of
our fellow-creatures, the burning <f ci~
ties, the devastation of counties, cali
our attention to another quarter. The
destroying angel still holds out his
scourge over Europe. The sangutnary
battles which preceded the entry of the
great couqueror into Vienna seemecd to
have put an end to the campaign, bue
new exploits were in reserve, and 2 vew
scene was opened to wondering Eunrope.
The great conqueror has received a
check. ‘The fugitive Archduke having
rallied his troops that followed him m
confusion into Bohemia, marched diswer-
ly towards Vienna. He did not doukbt
that Buonaparte would take the earliciz
opportunity of crossing the Danube, acd
he was not disappointed in his expecta-
tions. “The French army was cohweyexd
in purt over the Danube,. and effected a
Landing without the appearance of am
enémy on its northern bank, but it wis
soon after attacked by the Archduke
with an immense train of the artillery,
and at the same time boats were semt
down the Danube filled with combusti-
bles, which destroyed the bridge and
boats of the French, and ‘prevented the
passage of the remainder of the ammy,
as well as of supplies. About two-thirds
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only of the French were supposed to
have pasued over, and for two days there
was a niost desperate battle, sanguinary
in the extreme on both sides, but in the
result tending evidently to the discomfi-
ture-of the French, who instead of ad-
vancing were compelled to recross to an
1sland in the Danube. ‘Thist:land Buo-
naparte fortified immediateiy to the ut-
most of his power, and the Archduke
probably had not the means of attacking
it to advantage. - A check of the French
was an important point gained, and ex-
pectations of preater advantages were

\

held out, but the Archduke remained so

lone on the northern bank, that still
bloodier battles are to be expected.

‘T’he loss to either side cannot be
known, but i1t must have been immense:
that of Buonaparte was however soon
made up, for the army of [taly had
Binished the task assigned to it, and was
marching down towards Vienna.
junction with his army Euonaparte an-
nounced by sound of cannon, and in his
bulletins, with a view probably to inti-
‘midate Europe, and to shew that he had
.made up for the disasters of the last con-
flict. . Without doubt the losses of that
day are made up, and he is now at the
head of a very potent army, but what is
the state of the Archduke will be known
by his future motions. The Danube 1s
now between the two contending parties.
If the Archduke does not .cross over,
Buonaparte doubtless’ will, when his
preparations are ready, and the next bat-
tles wiil put an end to the war. They
must be bloody. Peace between the
parties without fighting is hardly to be
expected, and he for whom the domi-
nion is designed, will obtain it.

In the other parts of Germany no small
confusion prevails. It was rumoured
that Prussia had declared war against the
French, and the advei:ture of Schill ren-
dered the report not improbable. The
career, however of this captain was soon
stopped. After creating considerable
alarm in the north of Germany, he made
way to Stralsund, and was there slain in
the middle of the town, and his troops
dispersed. It does not appear that he
was joined by many in his march, and it
isnot improbable that the scheme form«
ed for a rising in many places was broken
by the defcat of the Archduke so early
in the war. That a scheme of this kind
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was on foot there can be no doubt, and

on the death of Schill a new adventurer

took the lcad, a son of the late Duke of

State of Public Affairs.

Brunswick. He has issued a proclama.
tion calling upon Germany to join him
and to seck for liberty under his ags.
pices. What returns he has met with
time must discover, but we cannot anti.
cipate any great events from that quar-.
ter. The Germans are not likely to rise
unless some chance of success appears,
and then they will scarcely place then
selves under the guidgnce of a petty
prince of the empire , S

The operations of the Swedish diet are
not known. The king has abdicated the’
throne. A new king is not appeinted ;
in the mean time the kingdom 1s govern-
cd by the Duke of Sudermania. Rus-ia
has her eye fixed upon this kingdom,
and this probably. ’{)revcnts any great ac-
tivity towards Tutrkey and Austria.
"The Swedes are thus in a most distressing
situation. Its internal affairs are in greas
confusion, and it is deliberating on =z
constitution which may be set aside as
soon as scttled by Russia acting ex-
actly the same part there as it did in the
affairs of Pcland. 'We hope that it will
not send another Suwarrow to execute its
purpose.

In Spain and Portugal the affairs of
France seem to be doubtful From the
latter kingdom the French have been -
driven out by the English forces, and
such reinforcements have been sent to
that country, that we may expect to hold
it for a considerable time. Of Spain
ouraccounts are so imperfect that the real
state of the war cannot be well ascertain-
ed. The French do not appear ta have
made any progress towards the south,
which obeys the Junta, but all the mid-
dle of Spain is dbedient to the possessor
of Madrid. From letters published by
the Junta it 1s known that an attempt
has been made by the king to bring over
its generals and chief men to his party,
but they have treated his offers with
contempt, and the Junta itself has taken
the step at last with which it ought to
have commenced its operations. It has
issued a proclamation for the calling of
the cortez, and for the melioration of
the government. It has promised a re-
dress of many grievances, and the remo-
val of those bars to improvenient which
degraded Spain in the eyes of Europe.
Its statesmen are called upon to send
their ideas of improvement, and the old
constitution is to be restored and improv-
ed. Thus it is certain, that in any case
Spain can no longer be governed in the
shameful manner under which it hae
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groaned for the two last centuries.
Their abominable Inquisition must be
destroyed, its nonsense about the incar-
nation will not degrade the people, its
ridiculous idols will be overturned, its
monks and priests will be turned into ho-
nest and industrious subjects, and its
allegiance to the holy see will vanish.
Whether this is done by a cortez or by a
Buonaparte the result will be happy for
Spain; and a nation that will not improve
itself deserves to be placed into the
hands of others who will not permit
such abominations. |

Every thing i1s at rest between the
governor and assembly of Jamaica, the
military general having been properly
made to bend before theassembly. There
could be no doubt of this being the end
of the affairs, as we are not yet under
a military government. Gur hopes re-
respecting North America are baffled,
for it is now ascertained that the treaty
i not to be ratified, as the ambas.ador
on our-side went contrary to his instruc-
tions. It i1s expected, however, that
means will be found to reconcile the dif-
ferences, and a state of outward amity
at least will be restored.

The parliament, by its mutilation of
Mr. Curwen’s bil}l, shewed its ideas of
the nature of reform, andin the House
of Commons it gave occasion for
snany debates: but a chief feature in it
was the occasion it gave for many se-
vere reflections on Sir F. Burdett and
his party, which, though a very small
party, may be called the third party,
and produce hereafter many importent
changes in favour of the people. Sir F.
Burdett wished to pledge the House to
take the subject of the representation
into consideration next session, and he
itroduced a motion for this purpose;
and in the course of his speech, after
having shewn, in a clear manner, the
evils of the present berough-mongering
system, and the tyranny it exercised
over both king and people, he Jaid down
the plan which he proposed to rcmedy
them. ‘T'his plan he did not present as
absolutely perfect, but as holding out suf-
ficient objects for future discus-ion,
from which might be extracted what-
ever the occasion required. His plan
was this; that all frecholders, copy-
hOlde_rs, and houscholders, paying direct
taxation to the support of the state, the
¢hurch, and the poor, should have a
vote, a division of the country into dis-
tricts, of which each should have its

349

member ; all the elections to take place
in one day,and the votes to be collected

in the parishes, and the shortening of

the duration of parliaments. No per-
son to be excluded from veting, not
even the exciseman. ‘These steps ap-
peared to the worthy baronet quite suf-
ficient, and calculated to satisfy the
people, to preserve the crown, and to
restore the balance of the constitution.
—'The motion was opposed by the
Chancellor of the Exchequer,who treated
it with great levity, sceing no need for
reform, and denying that the people
wished for it. Mr. Maddocks sup-
ported the motion, and wished for a
real and efficient representation, ap-
proving very highly the extending of the
right of voting to heuseholders, as they
were for the most part fathers of fa-
milies. He ridiculed, with just scwve-
rity, the giving to an old wall, or a few
stones, the privilege of sending mem-
bers to pauiament, and asserted his
readiness to prove that five thousand
pounds had been paid to the Treasury
for a seat, by Mr. Dick, who was in-
duced to resign, on account of the dif-
ference of opinion between him and the
‘Treasury on the subject of the Duke of
York. Sir B. Williamis opposed the
motion, and Sir J. Hall thought that it
would tend to a complete revolution,
and that the rotten boroughs might do™
good. Mr [Ilutchinson applauded Sir
F. for his noble and manly speech, and
declared his conviction that there was
a crying nece-sity for reform, after the
avowal in thé House that seats were
bought and sold. Mr. Western had
always been for reform, and was for the
pledge.  Mr. Barham was averse to
the pledge, but approved the spcech of
the mover. Sir ‘I'. "T'urton did not con-
cur in every part of the proposed plan,
and was not fond of pledges, yet he
thought that the representation ought
to be taken inte consideration, aad should
vote for the question, if it cume to a di-
vision. The enemies to reform put him
in mind of squire Western, in Tom
Jones, who swore that he would be
d—d if he went to church if one point
in the Liturgy was amended. Mr.
Tracey asserted that the people, froin
one end of the kingdom to the other,
wished tor reform; that it hud ‘been
kept down only by the arts of its adver.
sarics, in linking 1t with the French re-
volution and the «ry of no popery.
Without pled_ing himself to the plan,
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be should certainly vote for the meotion.
On the question being called for, there

appear¢d—~For it = - 15
Against it 74
Majrrity agamst it’ i

But though the question was thus lost,
we cannot doubt that it will be taken up
13 the next sessions ; and itis not impro-
b-ble that some points may be gained,
though 1t i1s obv'ous, that aii the
strength of the borough-hoiders will be
put forth to preventrcform, and to retain
their unjust usurpation.

Mr. Wardie’s motion was for papers,

which were all granted to him, and in

his speech for them he stated his opinion,
that if the House were the faithful
guardians of the publie purse, the
amount of the Ilucome Tax might be
greatly dimini hed, if not entirely saved.
He denied that he attacked the charac-
ter of public men; it wa: pernicious
systemis that he attempted to overthrow.
He then went into a detail of savings in
the Blues 1n the cavalry, in the Royal
Staff corps, the Militia, the Voluntcers,
the Loyal Waggon Train, the Recrait-
ing Staff, Army Agents,the War. Office,
the Ordnance department, the Barracks,
the Post Office, the Bank, and several
ether departments, which according to
his calculauons (and we are not in the
least inclined to doubt them) would pro-
du-e the savings he had stated. Mr.
Huskisson, of the treasury, insinuated,
that the shew of saving 11,000,00¢l. a-
year was calculated to excite discontent
an the country ; that it was easy to talk
of savings, and that a dmminished army
might be kept at a dimini.hed expence,

Obituary.

vindicated the use of foreign corps in
our service, and t’honght that an incon-’
sideraté: pledge had been given whick

could not be justified. After contro.

verting several statements, he passed se-
vere censures on the mover for making
rash assertions, unfounded in fact. Mr,
Farneil vindicated Mr. Wardle for
bringing forward his motion, and was
for a retrenchment in the expenditure.
M. Thornton observed, that a saviag
had already taken place in the Bank,
doubted thatr much could be saved from
plzces and pensious, but admitted that
many points in Mr. Wardle’s speech de-
served attention, and parcticularly these
respecting the auditing of the public ac-
counts. Mr, Rose, Mr. Marryatt, and
some others, controverted some of the
statements, and it was at last agreed
that ministers should produce the papers
in the best manner they could, according
to the scope of the motions, leaving the
dcfects to be supplied in the next cessions.
A great point is thus gained, for one
member has taken upon himself the ar-
duous ta:k of enquiry into varrous ar-
ticles of expenditure, and we have not
the least doubt that in the course of his
investigation he will find many objects
to be examined, which in the result will
produce to the nation a saving of many
millions. The effect also of this m .tion
will be not only an absolute saving to
the public, but also a stricter attention to
the expenditure 3 for it will be dreaded
hercafter that similar motions will be
made, and the agents of administratl.on
will be hable to much greater enquiry
than has been hitherto adopted in the
management of public affairs.

. e g
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OBITUARY.

4fh of April, aged 62, d'ed suddenly,
at Lewes, but after a long se.son of con-
finemont in affliction, borne with deep
aud exemplary resigration, Mrs. SA-
RAH(NEAVE)RICKMAN, daughter
of the late Jeremiah Neave, Surgeeon,
of Staius, and wife ot Joreph Rickman,
Surgeon, Lewes:—S8he was one of the
people called Quakers; but remote from
every degree of the sectafist; a woman

of unblemished character and most con-
cilinting manners. In her Wwere eminenty
verified Solomon’s observations, Proverbs
xxxi. 28. 29, &c. - _
April 9, MISS ‘\COVENEY, only six
months have completed their fleeting
periods, and we have to announce the
death of the remaining daughter of Mr.
J. Coveney, of Tenterden, Kent", her
state of health was not good when bt

* See M. Repos. Vol 111, p. 616.
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aister died. The seeds of déaline were
sown. Disease gradually gained upon
the constitution, until it terminated in an
event, which she met, with the same for-
titude and piety, of which her sister had
set her so eacouraging an example. This
took place an the gth of April in her
twentieth year. In that tranquil and
happy state of mind, which _i.s the gene-
ral attendant on religious virtue. Her
course of reading had been simiilar to
that of her sister ;3 and her leading sen-
timents and views the same. After the
scriptures, the Unitarian tracts ‘had been
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useful to her ; as also Zolikoffer's Exer-

cises df Piety, a book, in which she:
much delighted; and a part of which

she had been reading only a few hours

before her death.—leét the young be war-

ned by these repeated instances of early

mortality; and from such examples re-

ceive instruction ; that thus they may be

equally prepared for future reéspectability
and usefulness -in the world ; or to bow
with submissive piety to the will of that
Being, who hath appeinted death to be a

law of our nature, and ordained it to be

the gate to endless life.

e« ‘“
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JOANNA SOUTHCOTT.

Tae following curious advertisement
is copied from the ZLeeds Mercury. The
~<onclusion of it is borrowed, with some
alterations and errors, from a Fast Ser-
mon published some few years ago, the
author of which is not, we believe, a
follower of Joanna. This passage seems
to be very popular awith the sect. We
have received, through another corres-
pondent, an advertisement from the
‘same Paper, dated Oct. 29, 1807, and
signed George Turner, in which it is
also ¢ontained.

TO THE PUBLIC.

Nothing is fairer;or more desirable than
TRUTHe==and it is from this principle
alone that 1 am induced to put the fol-
lowing advertisement into this Paper,
to vindicate and clear a Character that
has been most wantonly and wickedly
traduced in the Public Prints, I mean
the Character of JOANNA SOUTH-
COTT. She hasbeen accusedof TuREE
Heavy Cumarces, and which if they
could be substantiated against her, she
ought to suffer every severity which
the law of this land could inflict upon
her; but happily, there is not® the least
shadow of truth in any one of the Acs
<usations.

‘I'he first Charge made against her, is,
that Mary Bateman’s wicked and in-
famous conduct (and who has lately
Suffered the just sentence of the law at
York) is to be ascribed to Joanna South-
cott, because she happenead to have one
of her Seals. -

The second Charge brought against
her is, her hawing predicted the destruc-
vion of BatM on Good:Friday last.
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The third Charge brought against
her, is, her having sold Seals at Half-a+
crown each.

Zo the First. —It is true Mary Bate-
man had a Seal, but her wicked and
tiabolical conduct can no-more, 18 jysa
TICE, be ascribed to Joanna Southa-
cott, than the wicked and diabolical
conduct of Judas could, i~ jusTice, be
ascribed to our blessed Lord, befause he
was one of his Disciples—and this the
wise will undefstand, <hough the wicked
and unbelieving will not understand.

To the Secand—This 1s a direct false-
hood, and can be proved by many Wit~
nesses; for when it was told to Joanna
Southcott that some woman had pre<
dicted the destruction of Bath on Goed-
Friday last, she immediately answered,
she would be found A rFaLse Pro-
PHETESS ; and so many of the people
of the place discovered, when they ex-
perienced upon their return to the city,
the mockery and ridicule of their neigh-
bours. . ‘

To the Third—=This i3 as unfounded
as the second Charge, viz. « that Joanna

‘Bouthcott has sold her Seals for Half-a~

crown each.”” Now it happens, there
are more than Fifteen Thousand People
who can prove she never sold a Seal in
her Life, or ever suffered one to be sold 3
for her Seals were given ¢¢ without mos
ney and avithout Price.”—=A Tree Gift to
All that had Faith to be'ieve i1 her Jn=
spired Writirigs, as well to the Rich, as
to the Poor, )
Having thus cleared up the Charges
against Joauna Boytheott, 1 shall giye
a short sketch of her Divine Mission,

L
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which is, to Warr the ‘World of .the
SECOND COVING of “the MRORD
JESUS CHRIST, to Destroy &atan’s
Kingdom of Misery, Evil, and Woe,—
and to Establish His. own Glorious
Kingdom of Love and Peace upon the
Earth for a Thousand ¥ears, as is pro-
mised in the 20th chap. of the Revela-
tions, when HE will reign 1N SpiriT
among the children of men during that
period.before the General Judgment.

. Her Writings only lead those who
will follow their directions to the Scrip-
tures of Truth, and point out HOW the
Promises and Prophecies of that Golden
Beok, the Bible, will be {fulfilled and
accompli-hed—and demonstrate irresist-
ibly that the Kingdoms of this World
will SOON become THE KINGDCM
ofthe LIVING GOD, and I E will reign
for ever and ever! Illustrious Era!
Thine it is to close the long Yeries of
Preparation which Providence has been

-~ diitelligence.—Toleration Act.

. carrying-

'

n from- the first of time !l
Thine to fulfil the wishes of the Worthy

and Devout ‘of every age, and évery
clime !'—Thine to gecover Man from
depredations. and dishonour ]-—Thine to.
consummate THE MissioN, and to adern
with its brightest Honours THE Crown
of the Saviour of the World!—Thine to
vindicate the Government, Glorify the

 Perfections and illustrate the all-boun-

tcous, Character of the God of Love!
Thy approach, glad Period, will be
hailed by myriads of intelligent beings,
who, animated by thee with a celestia]
glow of devotion, will give expression
to their raptures in the long-suspended
Song of Angels— Glory to God in the
Highest—on earth Peace—and Good-
will towards men.”
‘THOS. PHILIP FOLEY,
- Rector of Oldswinford,
Cldswzrford, Worcgstershive, |
. Aprily 1809.

TOLERATION ACT.

)

[Every“thing relating to this great bul-
- wark of relizious liberty is so impor-
tant, that we think it rightto lay be-
fore our readers the following conver-
sation which took place in the House
of Lords on Fiday, June 2, as re-
ported in the™ T7mes” newspaper of

June 3. LpiToRr.]

Y.ord Viscount Sidimouth rose to move
for an account of the licences granted
yearly under the Toleration Act since
the year 1780. He would be one of the
Jast to irfrinze upon the “provisions of
that wisec -and benevo'ent act. He
thought that the fur greater proportion
‘of those who dissented from the church
establishment, did so from conscientious
and worthy rotives, or from reasons
that he had no doubt were laudable, and
he believed that they would not think
that his view of this subject was unjust
or uncharitable. But he did believe
that theé Toleration Act-had been much
abuced. Previous to the ballot for the
militia, and previous to other occasions,
which called upon every man to do his
duty to his couritry, many persons took
-out licences to preach for 1s. who never
intended to teach and preach, and who
were 'not qualified to perfoim those im-
portant duties. He thought that such

ersons swelled improperly the list of
Ficcnsed preachers and teachers. Such
persons ought to state the particular

points of their dissent, and give attes~
tations of their character and qualifica-
tions. fie highly commended the prin-
ciple of the measure announced on the
preceding night, for augmenting the
bounty of Queen Anne, and was sure
that it was only by such means as were
proposed, namely, those of giving res
spectability - to the ministers of the
church, that the great object which he
trusted all their lofdships had in view on
such a subject as this could be effected.
He should on a future occasion have
something further to submit, but at pre~
sent confined himself to his motion, as
he had already stated. ' :
Lord Hariowby entered at rome
length on the question. He thought
that it was not by any restrictive niea-
sure that any great and desirable object
could be accomplished. He particularly
recommended to their lordships® consis
deration the small number of churches
of the established worship compared
to what was required. The people
were desirous of procuring religious 1=’
struction; and if they could not find it
in the establishment they were obliged
to scek it clsewhere in very many cases,
while they would more readily receive
it from the church of England. With
this fact he was certain many of thew
lordships must be well acquainted. Give
the chburch its fair and just opportuni-
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ties, 2nd he had not the slightest reason
to imagine any dariger -to. the establish-
ment. The general-Superiority of edu-
cation, the iu‘s;_:lg_ggquimd influence, and
the moral habits. of the established
clergy would, he was convinced, in that
case, ensure thos¢ moral and religious
advantages that were so much desired
by all who had at heart the welfare artd
happiness of the community at large.
His lordship would propose an amend-
ment, which would shew the progres~
sive increase of dissenters, or persons
preaching and teaching, not being of
the established church, more fully by
goi_ngl back towards the commencement
of his Majesty’s reigh. He therefore
moved the yearly returns shounld com-
mence from the year 1760 instead of
1730. | |
- The Archbishop of Canterbury said,
that the fact of the great increase of sec-
taries and dissenters from the establish-
ed church of England, was one which
was so clear that no man could doubt it.
His grace supported the motion and the
, amendment, and expressed his appro-
bation of the measuye proposed on the
preceding evening. = The fact was, said
his grace, that our population had, par-
ticularly in some large towns, far ex-
ceeded the machinery by which the be-
neficial effects of our church establish-
ment could be universally comimuni-
cated. He did not wish to interfere in
the smallest degree with the wise and
just system of toleration, and though he
lamented the present deficiency of means
on the part of theestablishment, he was
not friendly to measures of restriction:
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so far from that, under thg present ¢irw
cumstances, ‘he should be sorry to see
any such 'measures resorted to. “"But he
trusted their lor.dships would consider
thé real state and 'numbe,t;'qf"the paro-
chial places of worship in the country
under the establishment. His grave
begged, hawever, to state, that with re=-
spect to the licences -alluded to, the
bishops had no power whatever. '{

FEarl Grosvenor concurred in most of
what had fallen from the preceding
speakers. His lordship thought the
matter of the highest consequence. He
held in his hand a printed letter to the
late archbishop of Canterbury, callin
upan his grace’s interference; and stat-
ing, out of not a large number of per-
sons receilving licences, that seven or
eight of them spelt the word ¢ gospel,”
differently : and as many others made
theirmark,instead of signing their names,
on paying their shilling for a licence un«
der the Toleration Act. . '

"The Lord Chancellor expressed his
desire to see every thing done that could
be done in favour of the established
churc¢h,and hoped that something might
b= done to prevent those abuses that
were practised on the Toleration Act,
by which men who never intended to
preach or teach took advantaze of that
liberal enactment, to avoid that civil
or military service which no conscien=
tious or relizious person would tdke such
means to avoid. S "

After some observations from Lord
Viscount Sidmouth, his lordship’s mo-
tion was put ana carried, nrem. dis,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Owing to the Editot’s absence from town, the various communications, received
S#is month will be acknowledged in the ensuing number. .

Lo

ERRATA IN THE LAST NUMBER.
Page 275, col. 1, line 4 from hottom, for guduxnde read cwdoxmae: .
Page 275, col, 2, ling x4 from bottem, for and cven L0 descrve, x4ad, and almast ._.ﬁ"

deserve,





