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To the Editor of the Mrmt/zly Repository.

Bzrmznglzam Dec. 19, 1809.

~ SIR,
+ Itis, I presume, well known,
in the literary world, that the
learned Dr. Middleton, though
‘he had expressly and repeatedly
declared himself a sincere Chris-
tiap, yet, on account of the free-
dom eof his inquiries, and the at-,
tack he made on some high pomts
of orthodoxy and churchism, was
charged with infidelity and delsm.
That very respectable writer, Dr,
Wirtriam Harris, theauthor of
several historical works, whose
regards and friendship I enjoyed
for some years in the early part
of my public life, had in his pos-
session a MS. of Extracits from
Letters of Dr. Middleton to his
~ friend and patron, Lord Harvey,
which were handed about to sup-
port: the invidious charge. Dr.
Hamxis once referred to them, and
quoted a passage #om them in
his Life of Charles Il. and he
obliged me with a permission,
without any restrictions, to take

YOL. V. . .

a' copy of them. As the paper_
appears to me to be a curious li-
‘terary morceau from “the pen of-
one of the greatest scholars of his
day, it seems worthy of being
preserved, and of having a place
in a Miscellany devoted to free
inquiry. Far be it from me to
hand it to the public as a proof
“of the invidious calumny, to which
the extracts it contains were origi-
nally meant to give credit. The
weakness of the proof, the incon-
clusiveness of the construction put
on them, is obvious. But they
do show the perplexities and dif-
ficulties created to an investigator
of truth, when he is hampered
and restrained in his pursuits by
human creeds and a religious
establishment. It raises our pity
and excites our indignation to see
great learning and _ fine talents
cramped and restrainec_l, in a li~
beral direction of them; the
mind affaid to think, and still

more fearful to avow what it
thinks. When, when will it once
o ‘
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be, that dunces will not derive tions of civil establishments of -
authority to their censures, nor religion? S
bigots a sanction to their calum- I am, Sir, -
nies, from the terror and injunc. Your .constant reader,

JOSHUA TOULMIN.

- Eatracts of Letters from Dr. ;Mz'zldleto_n'_tu Lurd Harvey, communi-
cated by les Lordship’s Brother to the Rev. Mr. Talbot, of Kyne-
ton, n Warwickshire. , | |

| July 1, 1733.

It is my misfortune to have had so

early a taste of Pagan sense, asto maké

me very squeamish in my. Christian
studies. |

sening Christian piety 3 but the candid
will see that he only seeks to destroy a
superstitious devotion, by establishing
a rational one in its place. But, as by

- throwing down the shrines and altars of -
the chureh, he will raise no small stir
among the men of eraft, I rejoice much
with your lordship that he hath secured
the good castle of Farnham for a retreat. ™

- - Aug.z23, 1733.
I had pleased myself with the thoughts
of spending one day philosophically with
Crvuss. | |

- Sept. 15, 1733.
- The Orthodox think to tame me, as
- they do wild beasts, by suffering me to
take no rest: but I shall have the grace
- still to follow my own reason, in spite of
all their nonsense ; and am more thank-
ful to God for what [ do not beliewe than
for what I do - in the one, I may possi-
~ bly be biassgd by custom, authority, in-
terest 3 but the other is the triumph of

reason over prejudices that involve the

rest of mankind. If 1 am so happy as
to please by my performances, &c. 1can
 only say, ecce opus manuwm tuarum ; an
inviolable attachment to her majesty and
her family, is the only merit and virtue
that I pretend to.

Oct. 21, 1733. .

Dr. Berriman’s Preface is void of all

candour and good sense. Dr., Water-
land’s ¢¢ Importance of the Doctrine of the
Trinity,”’ 1s a surprising piece of non-
sense and irreligion, .

Augt. 10, 1734.

Sunday is my only day of resz, but not
of liberty; for I am bound to a double
attendance at church to wipe off the
stain of infidelity; when I have reco-
véred my credit, i which I make daily
progress, 1 may use more freedom ; but
at present the subjection [ am under of
keeping all forms, obliges me to put an
end to your lordship’s trouble.

- July 27, 1735.

I like (speaking of Hoadly’s « Plain
Account”) both the design and the doc-
trine, as [ do every design,.of: reconcil-
ing religion with reason, or where that
may not be done, of bridging them as
near together as'possible. - His enemies
will insult hun with the chasge of les-

‘Dbut for his loaves and fi

} ‘Feb. 12, 1735-6.
You would advise him (the Bishop of

‘Winchester) to waste no more of his

time in controversy, which, generally
speaking, means no more at the best,
than to make plausible to wweat men,
what is contemptible to men of sense.
| o » March 30, 1736.
- [On Mr. Fox’s;-now Lord llchester’s
wedding. ] | _ I

This happy event will convinte hinm,
that whatever else may be found there,
matches at least are rhade in heaven,

| Sept. 13, 17364

The slumberers in stalls suspect me
very unjustly of designs against their
peace; for tho’ there are many things
in the church which I wholly dislike,
yet while I am content to accquiesce in
the 2//, 1 should be glad to taste a little -
of the good, and to have some amends
for that ugly Zssent and consent; which no
man of sense can approve. We read of

some of the earliest of Christ’s disciples,

who followed him not for his works,
shes. ‘These were
certainly blameable, because they saw his
miracles ;3 but to us, who had not the
happiness to see the one, it may be al-
Jowed to have some inclination for the
other. Your lordship knows a certain
prelate, who with a wery low notion of
the church and most sacred bread, hath
a very. high relish, and a very large
share, of the temporal. My appetite to
each is equally moderate, and would be
satisfied with any thing almost but mere
emptiness. 1 have no pretensions to riot
in the feast with the elect, but with the
sinner only in the gospel, to gather up
the crumbg that fall from the table. .
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Letter VIIL -
- Lime-street, Fuly 29, 14732.

\ To Mr.* Say, " .
| ‘My dear friend and bro. |
- ’Tis so long since I heard from you,
that a letter was very welcome. 1 live
so little in London, that I have nearl
forgot ye place where I use to send little
packets for you to your sisters; will you
tell me again where to send for you,and
. whether you have the 3 last that I have

published, (viz.) Revivall of Religion,

‘and Scripture History, or Miss Abney’s
Funerall Sermon. Mr. Hamby shall be
- considered when we come to receive ye
appointed legacy of Mr. Hopkins, and I
hope also, Mr. Robinson, Chaplin, Ras-

trick : but the will having been sent-

through the land in newspapers, mul-
tiplies our petitioners ; and ye long delay
of paymt. will still encrease y™ so far,
that I fear ye divisionall shares will be
small. You were desired to direct to Dr.
Scott, because your letter is an enforce-
ment of his bror:. at Norwich, and I
suppose, to save my charge, w<k was
not worth their notice.  Since this was
written I received your letter by Dr.
Hunt, web stands recorded in miy list.

Now let me speak a word about your
own affairs, since I suppose you may be
returned from Yarmouth. I much ap-
prove of your reasoning: Wt bas
ye God of ye Deists done fox man? And
again, An cternall world universally mise-
rable is inconsistent, Sc.  But y¢ God of
y¢ Christians bas done something : yet y¢ ex-
ieat of 1t ts narrow. Well: but I i);tely
read in a book entitled the Strength .nd
WWeakness of Humarn Reuson, some at-
tempts towards ye solution of this diffi-
culty, I own ’tis ye best I have seen ; but
I wish T had a better. If you have not
seen it [ will send it you, ifit be not
quite out of print.and not to be bought.
But as you remark, the Deisticall writ-
ers give a stubborn and obstinate misre-~
presentation of ffacts. -

we found nothing at last but

Iown with you, that y¢ whole éonn-exi-
cn of y¢ O. and N. T. makes up such a

~ harmony as greatly confirms both ancient
‘and later revelation. Mr. fforster (Fos-

ter) has shock’t some about his opinions 3 -
I am glad you stand unmoved. Go on,

Yy dear ffriend, with me to practice the du-

ties of naturall and revealed relign. but
to fix your hope on revelation. Blessed
be God for the hope of eternal life by
faith ina Savior for guilty creatures who
have deserved death! This floundation

will stand if reason be our guide, ffor I

think reason honestly pursuin& truth will
find sufficient evidences for ye _ hristian
and Jewish revelation. May ye rules of
y€ gospel be observed by us, (viz.)
ffaith, hope, diligence in duty, humility

- under a sense of sin, and trust in pare

doning mercy, thro’ y¢ Son of God ye
mediator, and we may venture our eter™

- nall interests upon ye gospell; nor shall

we be disappointed of our best hope if
ye God of
ye Deists to depend upon and his favour,
This is ye happiness of ye Christian side
of the controversy. flarewell, dear
ffriend, and believe that I take nothing
amiss, resent nothing at your hands, and
that I shall be glad to receive a line now
and then from you, if it be but to tell
me that you are in peace. Grace be ever
with you and yours. My salutations
attend Mrs. Say and your daughter.
My health I thank God is much as it
has been these 7 years past. Scldom
ill, but always weak ; but Providence
tells me I am mortall and must dye— |
for it has pleased God Jast Lres. day

morning to remove her that' bare me
away from this world. 82 yearsshe had
endured ye fatigues of life. My ffather
of the same age 1s left behind. " God give
us all a happy meeting in a better state.

' [ am, dear bro.
Yours affectionately,
I. WATTS.

o ;
* Mr. Say was now at Ipswich, where he first received ordination. It is ob-
served by Mr. 8. 5. Toms, that Dr. Watts’s letters to him before he was an or-

dained minister, were directed to him as a plain minister of the
that period, he denominated him Reverend.

gospely but after
Ex. :
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LETTER IX, -
- Do Mr. Say. .
- Sept. 7, 1732,
‘Dear Sir, o
I have been very speedy you see in
sending what 1 promised, and a few
~ others for your wife and daughter. [
~ suppose the Scripture History must be-
long to Miss also. 'What you find amiss
in it be so free as to let me know. Mr.
Corbet’s Self Enquirys, distribute them
as you think good. -

I'me much of your mind yt ye want

of success in preaching ye gospell to bring
ye souls of men to holiness, is one great
yeason or occasion of ye infidelity of y®
age. Never since ye¢ apostles days

were equall argumets. for Christianity

produced as this age has produced. All
ye ffathers of ye 1o first centuries never

snswer’'d ye objections of infidells so hap-

_pily, nor indeed did they find such acute
objectors ; and yet these sons of witand
unbelief have ‘been solidly refuted by

The Say Papers.—Original Lettcrs of Dr. ¥ atts’s.

dint of reasoning. And wtis ye effect
of all this? Few are convinced. Deism
prevails still. I am rcady to say, that
faith, thco’a rationall thing iu itself, 1is
yet the gift of God. Not by might of
arm, nor by power of argument, but by
my Spirit, saith the Llord.  Souls con-
verted in multitudes by ye blessed gos-
pell would be ye most effectual proofs
of its divinity, and subdue Deism But
we want to believe this, and preach and
pray and live agreeable to such a belief
and dependance. \ E
“When you have time and: leisure per- -
form w* you promise, and send me ye let-
ter which you wrote to a certain person
to make clear the affair of Scripture His-
tory and——ffarewcll. May grace and
peace be with you and yours, and ye
church under your care. |
Your affectionate bro.
and humble serv:.
I. WATTS.

-t

e

- LETTER X,

- To Mr.Say.
Lime Street, Nov. 20, X732,
Dear Sir, .
I think ’tis at least ten weeks ago y*
I sent a packett of books to you accord-
ing to your directions, by ye hand of
your sister Porter ; whether they came
safe to you I should be glad to hear. 1
have nothing else particular to write,
because (if I mistake not) ¥ answer’d your
last to me in a letter enclesed in ye pack.
ett. Iacknowledge with you that ye
want of vitall religion among the Chris-
tian professors of it is certainly one great
cause of infidelity.  And ’tis incredible
to think how fast y* cursed weed grows
amongst us, and taints the familys y*
have been educated in ye strictest pro-
fession. Tis a most dangerous age for
youth. 1 rejoice that ye house I live in,
and many others y* I know,are untaint-
ed: but tis a spreading poison. And
et from all ye histories of mankind,
and all y¢ facts in ye world, °tis plainly

evident yt where no revelation has come,
mankind is almost brutify’d, especially
in the affai.s of religion. May ye great
God give us more of an inward taste of
ye divine religion of y¢ gospell, web I’'me
peisuaded will assist us in our ministra-
tions to prevent and to cure infidelity,
more than the most strenuou, reasoning,
tho' that also is necessary, and must act
its part. | .

1 thought to have delayed writing
till I could give you an acco* of y¢ lega~
cy of Mr. Haopkins, and asked receits
from those you recommended : but last
wtek | waited the 29 time on Sir Richard

'Hopkins, and he excuses himself from

paying it till some little affairs are far-
ther cettled in Chancery, which he tells
me will be done in a very few weeks.
With all due salutations to your spouseé
and daughter with your self,
| I am, dear bro.
Yours affectionately,
I. WATTS.

LETTER XI.
To My, Say.
- Aug. 22,1 .
Dear Sir, | e A3 TT3S
I've read over ye two shects of verses
you sent me, 'm amaz’d how a man
of so low an education, and so poorand
scanty advantagesfor knowledge, should
ever write so well.  This tempted me to

make a few corrections in two copys
(viz.) ye flirst of ane sheet, or, Agur’s
Wish, and the last of ye other sheet (viz,)
An Evening Thoughbt. But the others
want much more correction, than I can
possibly spend upon them. It is not to
be expected y* such a man should under-
stand grammar and language, and con-
nexion of sense and perspicuity of thought



K
o

~or speech sufficient to make publications
to the world. If he were one half year,
or perhaps a month or.two, under good
instructions, he migat be taught where
his defects are; but I question whecher
what he has written before such instruc-

such a genius «nd such piety methinks
should be encouraged. TI'll willingly
send him a guinea for a present, and
~any good book or two y* might be pro-

{
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per for him; ‘not to make him a poet,

‘bat a more inteiligent and usefall Chris-

tian, ‘W= I shall be so happy as to see
you, I wili retura these peems, or send
them to your order, if you cannot tullfill

‘ ~my hepes of seeing you.
tions can be corrected for the press Yet

With all due salutations to
and daugliter,
T'am, e -
Your affecte, firiend and bre,
1. WATTS,

your wife

LETTER XIL
 To iy. Say.

WNewington, Feb. 28, 1733-4.
Dear Sir, '
- Two duys ago I
Calamy’s people with enquiries about
- your chara¢ter. I said every thing I
thought was dué to truth and firiendship.
Perhaps- you may hear more of this in

~ LETTER XIII.
" To Mr. Say. :
o Londen, Marck 26, 1734.
Dear Sir, -

I bave delay’d ananswer to your let-
ter, till T can give a better account of
- every thing. )

‘The deputies of ye dissenting congre-
gations in and near London, are wretch-
edly divided into two parties; one ac-
knowledging ye subsistence of ye Com-
mittee of gentlemen which were chosen
16 months ago upon ye talk of repealing

€ Test, who mett at Salters Hall, and

iave almost all the Independents with
‘them. ‘The other part renounce the
Committee, disciaiming their power to
act or to call ye deputies together, and
some Presbyterians and some Baptists
join with thcem., -

As far as [ can find, y¢ body which
owns ye Committee are almost two
thirds of ye whole, if not quite, some

'say more. Yet the others have chosen
one Capt. Winter their chairman, and
thus they act in separate bodies, mutally
ruinous. The business of chusing depu-
ties ail over England, recommended by
this lesser body in London, will, Isup-
pose, have very small effect. ‘Their cry.
agt ye Committee is, yt they are too
much influenced be the court; but I
think we are by no means in a case to
sett.up against y€ court, even if the ma-
jority shou’d incline to it, which is far
from ye truth. Your remarks in your

was addrest by Dr.

a little time, May y¢ God of light and
grace be with your spirit and direct all
your affairs. My salutations attend your
spouse and daughter. S
- . - Yours affectionately,
. I. WATTS.
We are entirely removed to Newing-
ton, and 1seldom spend a whole day in
London, | SR |

own letter are perfectly just. My salu-
tations to Mr. Baxter and tell him so.

‘This moming 5 or 6 of Dr. Calamy’s -
people have been with me, and talk’
over your fitness for their pulpit again.
Itold y™ you had heard yt Mr. Savill
was in theireye. They assure me that,
tho’ he did preach with them once or
twice, they have no such view or design,
nor ever had as a body, however one or
two persons might have such a thought.
But even that is entirely dropt now.
They have, I believe, a full commission
given them to give you a cali re London.
But they woud a hittie know, whether
they are likely to succeed. - Upon which
1 told y™ I had hinted it to you, and I
read the words of your letter to y=, (viz. )
Yt tf they proceeded cny further it would
perp/ex your 'tbougbts very much, and you
would willingly be led by providence, (e,
They seem’d much pleas’d wtk wt [
read to them, and will probably tell you
their mind themselves.

We are now removed and dwell so
entirely at Newington, that if I were
capable any way of serving your nephew
by influence, (which I am not) yet my
distance of habitation cutts me off
from it.

May ye great pastor of y¢ church di-
rect your cohrse in feeding any part of

hisflock. With all due salutatiens te
you and yours,
| I am, , |
Your affete friend and bro.

I » WA T'I.SI':
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LETTER XIV.
To Mr. Say.
- April 2, 1734,
- Dear Bro. , |
We are desired by severall members
of ye congregation of ye late Revd Dr.
Calamy, to inform you. y* that congre-
gation have very unanimously given you
a call to ye pastoiall office among them,
and one or two of them intend the begin-
‘ning - of next week to wait on you at
Ipswich, to lay it before you, unless

you think it proper to receive it in a -

more private way. Your noticeof this
matter is desired to be given to Dr. Har-
ris, in Ayloff Street, in Goodman’s
Fields, next post, if you utterly forbid
it : otherwise you may expect their at-
tendance on you. That our common L4
wd direct your heart into .ye way of

usefullness and peace, is y© hearty de-

sire of »
' Your affecte. brer. .

I. WATTS,

W. HARRIS.

LETTER XV,
To Mr.Say. | |
Newington, Fan. 28, 17306-7.
Dear Sir, | |

¥f you desire me to do any thing for
you, which you could not do your self,
you know [ am ever ready : but when
you ask me to correct a copy of verses,
you ask me to teach Quintilian to cor-
rect an oration of one of his Roman pu-
pils, or to instruct Horace to write
lyricks. | |

‘Alas, my friend, I am grown into
years, and tho’ part of the critick lives,
yet the poet is almost expired. Old age
can find fault where it cannot mend.

"Yet friendship prevails and overrules
my reasonings, and constrains me to try
a little to attempt what you desire; tho’
I must confess, - in these cases I usually
send back poems to my common friends
without correcting them. ]

And first, I presume, there is to be
as little as possible alter’d in these lines,
which indeed carry in them a good sense
of piety and happy poetick turns, especi=

rhyme in every stanza,

ally considering ’tis the first essay of a
young genius. E S
I presume also that the first line should
all the way be kept rhyming with the
34, 4tk, and gth. as itis in the first stan-
za; and indeed it ought to be every
where or no where. But this makes it
more difficuit to make four good lines’
However, I
have sent you a. short sketch of what
may be much improved by yourreview.
I take pleasure to hear that there is
any thing near the court which keepsup
a reall sense of piety. May it ever in-
crease, and that in all nations, till the
kingdoms of this world become the
kingdoms of the blessed Jesus. Amen.
With due salutations to your family,
I am, Sir, . |
Your affectionate humble servant,
| I. WATTS.
P.S. I find severall pretty turns and
addresses to young and old 'in your Ser-
mon, which please me. ~ Lady Abney
sends you her thanks. -

< -
L4

g,

i

-

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

- REASONS YOR BAPTISING INFANTS.

~ SIR,
I heard a gentleman say, who

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

a little water! 1 could not help

observing, that they were very
right, as long as they considered
1t as a subject of the greatest im-

is one of your readers, What a
fuss do those Baptists make about
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portance; But, I wished them to
be less positive than they generally
arc, and more caundid to their op-

were the subjects Cfit, as it isalso
probable, when Paul baptised
Lydia and her houschold, and the

 poneats, and particularly that jailor and his whole house, Acts

they would not introduce a sneer,
instcad of a serious argument,
when they are speaking of the bap.
tism of infants.
You will suffer me also to give
my opinion upon this controversy.
I remark, in the first place, that
the baptism which our Lord com-
manded to be practised, was not
‘that of the Spirit only. This is
‘evident from the direction of Peter,
Acts x. 47, to baptize with water
those Gentiles who had already
recetved the Holy Spirit. It is
altogether probable, then, that
- thisewas that kind of baptism which
our Lord commissioned his disci-

ples to administer to all nations 3
and that, as this was &4 rite initia. .

tory to his religion, water was
purposcly used on the'occasion as
~an emblem of moral purity, em-
phatically to represent the singular
holiness of all his followcrs.
Though thisseems, then, to have
been first practised upon adults
only, and not upon children until
their believing parents or guardi-
ans required it, yet as circum-
cision, the initiatory rite under a
former dispensation, ecxtended to
mfants as well as to proselytes of
riper years; -1t may hence be
strongly argued, that baptism, as
an 1nitiatory rite into a more per-
fect religion, was designed also to
extend to our infant offspring,
and that we, by this rite, ought
to dedicate our children to God,
as the Jews did theirs, by the ob-
éervance of .a more painful rite;
and hence it appears probable,
though faith. was the foundation
of baptism in adults, that their
children, who could not belicye

- families.

by name.

‘to explain.

xvi. 15, 33. and the house of Ste-
phanus, 1 Cor. i. 16. that child-
ren- made a part of some of those
- It 1s also evident from
the history of Christianity, that

‘infant baptism was practised from

the very beginning : {or, if it had
been a new thing at any particu.

Iar periad, that period would have
‘been singularly distinguished by

historians, and the authors of the
heresy, as it would then have been
called, like those of all other he-
resies, would have been mentioned

As this rite, then, marks out
the pious dispositions of those pa-
reats, who thus present their
children to the Lord, expressing
a desire that they may be trained
up in bis service, and as water is
an emblem of that purity,. which
all parents must be anxious to
characterize their children, as
such it cannot be objected tog
and, though children cannot be
supposed - to enter into any vows .
upon the occasioxz‘et the solem-
nity of thus presénting them to
God, must have a good effect up-
on the minds of the parents, and
the children themselves must af.
terwards be grateful to those who
discovered such an early solici-
tude for their welfare, and must
hence derive an animating motive
to rejoice in that system of fajth
into which they have becninitiated.
How those, however, who have
long professed the Christian reli
gion, and from the fullest cona
viction of their minds, can rea.
sonably submit to this as a mcrely
1vitiatory rite, it becomes them

3
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But here, it may be objected,
Of what use is the washing, or the
‘sprinkling with water 2 What in-
pression can it make upon the
mind ? What benefit can it con«
vey in one place more than in ana
other, or upon any pasticular oc-
casion more than in the gencral
‘usage ? Thus argucd Nzaman
the Syrian, when directed by the
prophet to wash in the river Jor-
dan, without considering that as
he applied to a prophet,
acted. under the divine direction,
he should not dispute his com-
mand, merely because it could
be easily complied with. He
might be right in declaring that
the waters of Damascus were as
good or better than all the waters
of Isracl, and thai his washing 1n

the one could no more heal him

‘than his washing in the other, "if
he acted only from the impulse of
his own mind. But, his servgnts
wisely observed to him, ¢ If the
prophct had bid thee to do some
great thing, wouldest thou not
have done 1t? How much more
then when he saith unto thee,
wash and be clean?” They pro-
perly considered, that there was
a great difference between the same
thing, when done only at our own
pleasure, and when done under
the divine direction ; that the sim-
plicity of a thing, is no objection
to the utility of it, and that we
should not reject a benefit because
we may attain it by the casiest
means. Indeed, hehimselfshould
have seen the difference between
washing in Jordan, at the appoint.
ment of a prophet, and as the con-
dition of hisrecovery from a loath-
some disease, and his washing .in
any other river without any au-
-thoritative assuraunce of help.- We

“no divine command.

who

Reasons for .’Baptising Infants.

also should remember, that there

‘may be an use in washing child-

ren in the name of Christ, when
we consider him as directing us to
this act in obedience to the divine
authority, and that, under these
circumstances, there is a wide
difference between this and any
other washings for which wec have
. It is useful
to submit to a divine law, to re.
cognise the authority of the Lord
Jesus, and devoutly to contemsa
plate all our obligations as his
disciples. It must be satisfactory
also to devote our offspring to the

service of him who gave them, and

to know that we yield a cheerful
subjection to the divine pleasure, !
and it must have a practical influ.
ence upon us, if we be allseriously

disposed to consider the holy na-

turc of our profession, what puri~
ty it requires, what advantages it

proposes, and through what an

uniformly even path it  advances

as to the crown of life, It must

be also a benefit to children to

have their parents thus pilously

impressed, so as to wish to train

them up in the fear of the Lord,

and to prepare them, when they

themselves attain to years of dis.

cretion, for embracing with gra-

titude that heavenly religion to

which they are called.

1 wish. your ingenious corre-
spondents to pursue thissabjectina
temperate manner, allowing every
one to be fully persuaded in his
own mind, and remembering that
meats, or drinks, or the washing
away the filth of the flesh, do not’
compose the grand constituents of
our religion. I wish these of them .
who can, te answer Mr. Emlyn’s
previous cuestion, on which a
great deal depends ; and 1 wish
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all of tbem to consxder that when
- they attempt to ridicule infant-
baptism as such,

they lead the

G

circumcision, which was certamly
a divine institution.

PHIL AL}ETHES.

~ way to treat withthe like contempt

ON CHRIST'S COMING

INTO THE WORLD.

et

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

- Sept. 30, 1809,
. SIR, o o
I presume it will be admitted,

even by reputed orthodox Chris-

tians, that Christ’s coming into
the world his coming forth from

God, his’ bemg sent of God, and

his (:ommor down from heaven, all

intend one and the same event,

- though that event is expressed in

different ways. If then, we can

ascertain to what ume and event
in the gospel history his coming
~into the world is referred, this will
help to explain a number of other-
wise difficult passages in the New

Testament. 1 am aware that

Christ’s coming into the world is

generally supposed, at least by the

reputed orthodox, ‘to mean his
being born ; but l think the New

Testament proves it intends his

entering on his office and ministry.

John x. 36. Jesus spoke of the

Father’s having sanctified and sent

him into the world. His being

sanctified must mean bhis bemg
separated and set apart to the
office and work of the Messiah,

or messenger of God to man, by
being divinely commissioned, and
qualified for that office by the de-
scent of the miraculous gifts of the

Spirit upon him, which was not

prior to his baptism; and accord-

ing to his own words, his being
sanctified preceded hxs being sent
into the world. Praying for his

Apostles, John xvii. 18. Jesus

said, ¢ Asthou [the Father] hast

sent me into the world, even 0

"VOL. ¥,

have I also sent them into the
world :” as it must be admitted
by all parties of Christians that
the sending of the Apostles did not
relate to their being torn, but te
their being sent forth as pubhc
teachers, -it follows, from our
Lord’s words, that the Father’s
sendmg him into the world relates

]

not to his birth, but to his being
sent forth in hns public mini-

stry, as a divinely commissioned

teacher. In the good confession

which he witnessed before Pilate,

Jesus spoke of his birth and his

coming into the world as distinct

even.ts. - John xviil, 37. ¢“ To this

end was I born, and for this cause

came [ into the world, that I
should bear witness to the truth.”

In the former of these events he

spoke of himself as passive, ¢¢ I

was born 3°? in the latter as active,
¢¢ ] came into the world.” 'The

words of the Apostle, Acts xiii.

24. ¢ When John had first preach-

ed, before his coming, &c.” 1

regard as decisive. ‘He assertsg

that John preached before the

coming of Christ, but no one will -
say that he preached before the
birth of Christ ; therefore, the
coming of Christ must relate to
his entering on his public ‘work
and ministry.

That bis coming forth from the
Father, and being sent frcm God
may be understood of his being
sent forth divinely commissioned,
is clear from its being said of the

‘Baptist, John i. 6. ‘ Thexc wae

€ .
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& mau sent from God, whose name
- was John.” . If John’s coming
from-God be allowed by all to
mean no more than that he was a

teacher divinely authorised, why
should Christ’s coming from God

. be construed in a differcnt light ?
When thebaptism of John 1s said

. to be from heaven, all Christians
‘admit no more is meant than that

it wus. of divine authority ; con-

sequcntly, when Christ is said to
“come from heaven, it is most na-
tural to understand the precise

meaning to be, that he was sent
. of God, that his mission and doc-

trine were of divine authority.
The understanding all such forms

-enters on a public character.

On Congregational Lzbrarm.

of expression as refei'rmo to the
time when Christ entered on his
ministry, and as applicable to -
that ministry, will harmonize the
phraseology of ‘the New Testa«
ment with the plain facts record-
ed, and render the whole intelligi-

'ble to men eof common sense.

Nothing is more common than to
say a person comes into the world
when first publicly introduced,
and that he comes forth when he
If

these  remarks be thought worthy

ofa pla.ce in your useful Miscel

lany, they are at your service,
I remain, very respe(:tfully, N

Your’s, &c.
R. M‘INTYRE

B

CONGREGATIONAL ‘I.I,BRARIES.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

- Ipswick, Nov. 1809.
SIR, -

Presuming that it is unnecessa-
1y ‘to preface the following propo-
sition with any remarks on theim-
portance of information,

}eave to observe, that there are a
fcw societics amongst us, who
possess libraries belonging to their
respective congregations; and I
~ wish to suggest to your readers
the probable advantage to be se-
cured to posterity if each associa-
tion were induced to provide a
library for the general use of its
mecimbers. | |

There are many theologicaland
historical' works, which, if pre-
served from generation to genera-
tion, would reliecve succeeding
ministers from much expense in
the purchase of books, and con-
stitute a perpetual fund of intelli-

gence to the children and child-

ren’s children of professing Chris-
tlans. ~ =

I beg

At the decease of a minister, his
books arc seldom productive of L)
sum proportioned to the ‘morey
spent in the accumulation, or to
the intrinstc value of the collec-
tion-; and his successor, probably
a young man just entering into
life, finds it necessary to spend no
small share of his income before
he can obtain such publications
as the duties of his office, his pe-
culiar tastein literature, and the
desire of general knowledge, ren-
der objects of his acquisition.
Were such a plan proposed, the
collection would * be gradually
increased, and regulations easily
adopted accordmg to cxrcum-
stances. -

Many old and some new ‘works
would probably be presented ;
and whilst a judicious assortment
of books, calculated to amuse and
mstruct, would excite a taste for
reading, and habituate the minds
of the younger members of the so«
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‘cmty to serious reflection, many only object and, censequenﬂy,

valuable works, particnlarly use. liberal society will admit into their
ful-as books of reference, would literary armoury the weapons of
prove of great utlht) to pexsons of their opponents, that from an ac-

'all ages. -
- As “.gome books are to. be
tasted others to be swallowed, and’
somerfew to be chewed and di-
gested 3 that is,- spme books are
to be read only in parts,
others to be read, but not curi-_
~ously, and some few to be read

wholly, and  with diligence. and
attentxon.’?’——-so, whilst the mi.

nister and each family continued
to select a private library for their
‘private use, it would be advantaw
gaous .for them to have an easy
‘access to many publications which
might not otherwise fall iato their
‘hands, |

It is much to be apprehended
that from a want of information,
sentiments may be adopted thh.-
out.any principles for their foun-
~'dation, and opinions maintained,
without any ability to adduce i m

their support the full force of

-sound argument. .
Ko liberal minds, truth is the

 guaintange with the probablemode
of attack, the.most effectual means
of defence may be acquired.
stputatmn, however, is not
the main object; butsinceit may
be necessary on some occasions
.to enter the lists of controversy,
"solid arguments are fomudable
weapons. - |
‘The charity towards pe0ple of
all denominations, which igno-
rance . often boasts, - commonly
omgma.tes D @ CONsSClous mcapa-
city for any decision respecting
truth or errer; and the liberality
of many better informed minds,
is often but a specious title for
indifference : but knowledge is
fruitful in liberality, and never
appears: to more advantage than
when accompanied by peaceful,

candid, and benevolent senti.
Your’s,

AN ADVOCATE FOR THE DiF-
FUSION OF INFORMATION,

——— THE CONSISTENCY

OF THE QUAKERS,

To the Edztor of the Monthly Repository.

SIR,
- One of your correspondents,
under the signature of Philo,+
after noticing a former paper in
your excellent Miscellany con-
~cerning ¢ the peculiarly distin.
gmshmo doctrines of the Quakers,”
says, ¢ he does not expect that any
one of that. respectable fraternity
will feel himself called upon to
~defend that doctrine.”” From such
an attack, upon his own admis-

- Bacom

sion that it was ‘¢ only sneeringly
glanced at, without argument,”
no defence can be necessary.
¢« But there dre,” he alleges,
“¢ such 1nconsistecnces amongst
the modern Quakers, of departure
from some of their ancient maxims,
and of adherence fo others, as
would furmish a muach better to-
pic to expatiate upon, than the
one above-mentioned.” ‘.
This may be very true. And

} Monthly Repository, Vol. iv, P- 559-
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_yet, if there are, as Philo asserts,

¢ fanatics in every profession,
whether civil, political, or religi
ous, for whose extxavaganC1es
their sober and reasonable bre-
thren, can never pretend: to be
accountable,” it will only prove,
‘that their members partake of the
‘common weaknesses.of human na-
ture. Unless he can show,
such failings arc more prevalent
among them than among others,
or that their pecullar tenets havea

natural tendency to produce,. or

encourage such infirmities. . .
Neither of these positions has

Philo attempted to establish, and

his two-fold accusation, on the
very face of it, it well-founded,
- :exonerates the Quakers from one
error of no small magnitude in
‘many other churches, viz. a per-
tinacious adherence to all their
ancient maxims and . dogmas,
which have been sanctioned by
law, and splendid establishments
secured to their defenders. But
the Quakers having no such in-
ducements to defend af/ their an-
cicnt maxims; .

ing from them (as he imagines)
in somec instances, and by adher=
ing to them m others.

He should have inquired of the
wonthy family of that denomina.
tion of Christians, in whose ac-
quaintance he is so happy, whe.
ther there was any just reasqn to
'Jmputc any sinister or unworthy
mative to the society, for this ex-
ercise of its discretion, in the re-
“tention or modification of 1ts anci-
~ent maxims ; or whether it might
not be rather attributed to an un-
biassed love of truth, and a desire
to promote the religious welfare
of the, society.

length,

that

seem equally to
have displeased Philo, by . relax.

On the Cohiislgnpy qf the Quakers.

Had Philo consulted Barclay"s«

‘well-known Apology, he might
‘have seen the error of his state=

ment, that the Quakers ¢ origi-

'nally carried the maxim of not

returning evil for evil to such a
‘as not only to abstain
from resenting injuries personally,
but even from applying to our

courts of law for protection from

them, much less for the punishke

-ment of those who had been either

guilty of abuse of their persons,
or plunder of their property.’’

“From the first establishment of the

society, its members have been
always at liberty, unshackled. by:
any rule to the contrary, toexers
cise each individual for himself; .
the discretionary power of appeal-

ing to the law of the land for pro.

tection against injuries committed
on their persons or property, by
any who were not members of the
society.  And against those that
were, on shewingsufficient cause;
and obtaining the perinission of

‘the meetings to Wthh the partles
belonged.

‘Even George Fox, the. founder
of the society, as appears by his
Journal, frequently remonstrated
mn strong terms, with such magi-
strates as he conceived had been
neglectful of their duty, in rea
pressing and punishing evil doers.
On one occasion of this kind, he
says, p. 294. ¢ And’ ye. magls..
trates who are to do justice, think
y ye not that the hand of the Lord
is against you—who do not look
ajfer these things, and stop them
with the law.—Is not the law te
preservc men’s lives and cstates,

¢ doing unto all men as they
would men should do unto them ??
For all men would have theirlives
and estates preserved, thercfore
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shou]d not ye preserve. others,
and pot suffer them to be devoured
- and destroyed 2
1In Barclay’s 14th PrOposmon
- concerning the power of the civil
mAagistr ate, he shows that it ought
not to extend to any interference
- ¢¢ in matters of conscience, or dif-
ference in worship or opinicn:
provided always, thatno man un-
der the pretence of conscience
prejudice his neighbour in his life
or estate, or do any thingdestruc-
tive to, or inconsistent vuth hu-
“man society ;- in which case,”
adds he, ¢¢ the law is for the
transgressor, and justice is to be
admlmstered upon all without re-
speet of persons.’”
- And if considerations of the ac-
Luowledged disproportion between
~certain crimes, and the pumsh-
ment to which thoae ‘who commit
them are liable by our laws, have

frequent]y induced memhers of -

this society,in common: with other
persons of reflexion and humanity,
te shrink from the supposed re-
- sponsibility of being concerned in
prosecutions which may on cona-
viction affect the life of the cul.
prit; such conduct is I conceive
neither deserving of reprehension,
" por in its general tendency inju-
rious to the best interests of civi-
lized society. - It may at length,
by exciting the attention of the
public and of the Legislature to
the subject, lead to an ameliora-
tion of our crlmmal code, and
perhaps to. the abolmun of all ca-
pital punishment. .

It is probable, T allow, that
persons so declining the prosecu-
tion of offendcrs, may not have
duly considered the full extent of
their obligations to the commu-
pity in bringing offenders to jus-
tice, If so doing be a civil duty

18"

of great importance; ‘as I inagine
will be readily granted, they
ought to consider seriously how

far they are justifiable in neglects

ing to discharge it, from an appre-
hension of the ‘consequences of
conviction to the offender; or of
their own respomrbﬁlty as prose=
cutors, seeing -the apportioning

‘and infliction of the punishment

is not their act and deed, but that
of the law. A wealth Quaker
may, as Philo remarks, even ad-
vertise a reward for the discovery
and conviction of the spoiler.
But he has not- proved . this to be
any ‘¢ dereliction of ancient Qua«
kerismy” as. he erroneously cons<
siders it..

The nextsubject on whlch P}n-
lo undertakes to convict the'mo-
dern Quakers of inconsistencyy
is, for their uniform refusal to be
personally concerned in even de-
fensive war, as being unlawful to
such Christians as are fully satis<
fied 1t was absolutely forbidden by
their great Master, and in all
matters of conscience, under God,
their sole Legxslator.

¢ It is true,” says Phllo, ¢ 1f
all mankind, both in their indi<
vidual and collective -capacities.
acted upon this principle, there
could be nosuch thing as oppres~
sion, no such a requisite as resist~
ance ; but as such'is not the state
of things at present, their maxims
seem highly “detrimental, not to
say monstrous.””

Such a state of things, as Philo
admits to be the na.turdl result of
the gencral adoption of these
maxims, is precisely ‘that which
one of the most:clear and definite
prophecics in the sacred writings,
assures us shallat some future pe-
riod take place among mankind
universally ; when ¢¢ nation shall
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not lift up sword against nation ;
netther shall they learn war any
more;’” But the destructive im-
plements of war shall be destroyed
~as useless. ¢¢ Their swords shall
they beat into ploughshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks.”

The greatest and most beneficial
xeferms which have hitherto been
eflected among, mankind, hlthI’y

informs. us; have arisen from ap-

parent]y small beginnings, were
but slowly embraced, and their
frst advocates for the noest part
‘violently ‘opposcd, persecuted, and
traduced.
the ordering of Providence, ‘the
~usual course of such uents, we
may reasonably expect the pro-
gress of real reformation will yet
be slow, and that future reforme-
ers will not wholly escape siniilar
treatment, however unexception-
able their efforts in its favour may
be. And surely none ¢an be more
s0, at least in the eyes .of an op-
ponent, than those which have
been uniformly employed by this
~ respectablefraternity. Yet a want
of energy and ical in asserting and
- vecommending so glorious a cause,
the very essence of which consists-in
the promotion of peace on earth,
and good-will among .men, may
perbaps be jusily imputed to them.
But with Philo’s view of the
conscquences of  the wuniversal
adoption of sach maxims, I was
not a little surprised at his repre-
senting their presenteffect *“ highly
detrimental, not to say mon.
strous.””  '['he experiment of op-
posiag force to foree, as a means
of securing nations frem the vio-
lence and oppression of their more
warlike-and powerful neighbours,
bas been long tried ina great va-
ncly of iorms, and on u very €x-
tensive scale from the earliest re-

‘Such having been, in.

;and dispesition of mind,

On the 'Coaiséétency of. 'h’ze Quikers.

cords we have "of the history ot
mankind ; and that, without any
sensible approxmnation to the end
professedly aimed at, by the'ad-
vocates of merely defensive war,

by all the sacrifices of blood and
treasure which have been devoted
to the  attainment. ot thts great
ob)ect

With such a view of the sub_}ect

mdgpendemly of any considera-
tion of the positive injunctions of
the Christian Lawgiver, or any re=

‘gard to the Ianouace of prophecy

respecting the peaceful character

of all-nations, when "the religion

he came te establish shall. have
produced the full extent of its ge=
nuine infuence upon all the inha~

 bitants of the eajth I confess it

appears to me high mne that some
other means should be tried, that
inay - be better adapted to prow
mote the end aimed at, and be
more in unison with that temper
which
the advocates for merely defensive
war are professedly anxiousto en.
force. . And although, as Barclay
observes, - Seetng of all things
the  defence of onc’s- sclf seems
most tolerable,” we shall not say
of those who in this respect ¢ have
not coine to the pure dispensation
of the gospel, that war under-
taken upon a just occasion is al-
together unlawful to them. DBut
for such whom Christ has brought
hither it is not lawful to defend
themselves by arsrs, but they
oughtoverall to trust to the Lord.”

Plausible as the argutnents in
favour” of résisting evil by the
swore!, may appear, the ill suc-
cess attending it, as a means of
correcting the pgssions of avarice,
injustice, and ambition, and of
diminishing their influence over
mankind, tor so many ages, should
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induce its advocates calmly to re-
flect whether equal sacrifices and
equal heroism and maonannmty,
without such resistance as might
occasion bloodshed, might not
be likely to do mere to disarm
. the violent. oppressor, and to cor-
rect his bad passions, than the
usual method of opposmo force to
force?
' To take up arms, as the means
of settling a dxspute of whatever
~ nature it may- be, is to abandon
the discussion of what is due to
each party on the principles of m
Justice and equity, and to substi-
tutein its room, _thelaw of the
strongest, or of the greatest adept
in the united arts of fra.ud vio-
lence and slauomer. By such
contests in most instances the pase.
sions of each party are more in-

flamed in the progress of hostili=~ nal change,, and the bload of

ties, than they were by the origi-
nal cause of the dispute. And
one war 15 seldom terminated
without having previously sown.
the seeds of future, and frequently
of more extcnsive and bloody con-
tests. o
How different would be the ef-
fect of a contrary system! In
acting upon which, Philois much’
mistaken in supposmo there

~and glorious church of peaceable

1

would be notbma but ¢ peaceable
acquiescence in the greatest atro-
cities.”” -The peaccable Christian:
might lawfully remonstrate with
all the powerful energy of consci=
ous innocence, and,in the empha<3/
tical langucwe of Scripture, - pout o/
coals of fire"upon the head of his»eli
oppressor, who might perhaps, S
in consequence of such an 1nters
view, be almost persuaded to be-
come a. Christian, not onrly in
words but in deeds. -

In such a warfare as this, there

might, horrid as the idea is, be
some slaughter, but I imagine it
would be much less in the course
of a whole year, perhaps in a cen.
tury, than frequently occurs even
in modern wars in one day. . The
victims would also be, in general,
much better prepared fortheir .

these martyrs to the cause of
Churistian. truth, instead of gene.:
rating future wars, would proba~
bly become the seed of a futare’

Chﬁstians, who would consider
and treat all their fellow.creatures
as brethren, the children of cne
cormmon Parent, the friend d.nd
benefactor of mankind. '
"PACIFIC US

REMARKS ON THE PROPOSITION OF A LEARNED PROFESSOR. -~

To the Editor qf the Monthly Reposztory

SIR, .

When I sent to you thé propo-
sition, uttered by a very excellent
.and lea,n ned professor, in one of the
universities of this island, which
you have done me the favour of’
inserting in your number for No.:
vember, (Vol. iv. page 621,) it
was my intentfon in the remarks
upon it,

¥ O

partiality, -and by sifting it to the

to mention the seat of
learning whence it originated, On

maturée deliberation, however, [
bave thought 1t morc adviseable,
that” the proposition should stand
as 1t does at present; that your
readers may exercise their judge
ment upon it without prejudice or

bottom on 1ts own merits examine -
fairly, how far the member of an. b
established church may be justi-

fied 1m holding the language in:
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question, At présent we will

consider only one part of the pa-

which the learned pro-
public.

~ ragraph,
fessor has given to the
¢ To dissent therefore in
country, he says, from the doc-
trines of the Established Church,
is to dissent without a real cause.”’
Now, we may observe here, that

these words might be used as lo-
gically in a mosque at Constanti-

npaple, as in the Church or Kirk
of an English ¢r Scotch university.
The ar o'ument ‘of the professor runs
thus : the doctrines of the Esta-
- blished Church are in all respects
conformable with the sacred writ-

ngs ; therefore, to dissent from
them is to dissent without a real
cause. The mutfti in the mosque

at Constantinople, using the same
language, means by the sacred
writings, the Koran ; and he as-
suredly has as great a right, as we
shall see in the sequel, to assert,
that the doctrines of his establlsh_
ed church agree with the Koran,
as the Scotch or English professor
to ascribe a conformity between
each of their-doctrines and their
holy scriptures.

But may we not suppose a Ma-
hometan dissenter to address the
mufti in these words? You have
the advantage of a learned educa-
tion, and arec bere in authority.
I was educated in Persia, by a
mufti, in as great repute for learn-
Ing as yourself and in that king-
dom he was of equal authority.
Now, mgy Persian instructor as-
sured me, that the doctrines of
the estabhshed church in Persia,
are in all respects: conformable
with the divine Koran. 1 have
therefore a real cause for dissent.
ing from the established church of
Constantinople, because 1 am not
learncd enough to judge between

‘this

Remarks on the Proposition of a leurned Professofs

you learned gentlemen, who can
maintain with equal_pertinacity
youy respective. opinions. - The
argument between you, “whose
doctrine is really in all respects
conformable to the divine Koran,
who isto decide 2. Both of you
were educated in the Oplmons you
now profess to believe s it is the
interest of each of you to mains

‘tain them : your rank, your CONe
sequence, your wealtb "depends

on your respective opxmons I€w
maining established in each of
your kingdoms, Now there are
upwards of seventy-two different

sects professing Islamism ; and, as

1t 1s seventy-one to one against
your being right, surely it does
not argue much in favour of your
dlSClLthIl to use an argument,
which each of these seventy-one
sects may retort against you ; and
when probably no one will decide |
in your favour, except those of '
your own sect, and who will be
considered by ’the others to have
imbibed similar prejudices.

If the case of the two muftls,
the Turkish and the Persian, were
laid before our learned professor,
I have not the least doubt that he
would dismiss the pretensions of
both with strictimpartiality, Neia
ther of you, he would say, can be
allowed to be a judge in his own
cause. What each of you asserts
in his own mosque beforc men of
his own persuasion, whose a
plause Be will obtain for the
warmth of his sentiments in unison
with theirs, cannot pass with the
impartial and unbiassed. Since,
each of you ascribes the want of
reason to the other, the probabi
lity 1sy that both of you have sa-
crificed that faculty of your mind
to your prejudices. “You canpot.
both be right: and, as so O MIRRY -

b

o



Objections to Mr. -Farhaer.’.i‘j H ypot}z.esis. “

~ millions of persons bowing to the
authority of Mahomet equally
with yourselves, interpret his
words in a manner, which both
of you explode, I, who know lit-
tle of. the Koran, cannot judge
between you ; hut, whatever ray
be "the value of your respective
opinions, I shall recommend  to

you, to have some regard for

~others, who may have as good or
better grounds than you have for
maintaining their doctrines.
- But we may place the subject
in a still stronger light. There
were formerly two dissenters from
the established church at Jerusa-
lem, named Peter and John. They
taught in the temple certain
things, which were not agreeable
to.the divines of those times, who,
judging their dissent to he without
~ a real cause, exercised a rigour,
which has since that time been
frequently adopted by Christians
against ¢ach other. The two dis.

senters were thrown into prison,

arud well scourged for their opini.
ons. The council was not how.

sity of his brethren.
~nions of these dissenters, he said,
arise merely from the vain-fancies

1?7

ever unanimous. They did not
all say, that to dissent from the
doctrines of the established church.
was to dissent- without a cause. .
One. of them, named Gamaliely .

.a man of very great learning,

would have calmed the impetuo.
If the opi-

of men, they will come to noa..
thing ; but, if they are founded
on truth, if they proceed from.

God,  ye cannot destroy them;
and 1n fighting against God ye are

doing yourselves an irrcparable
injury. We would recommend

“then to.the learned professor, the

#moyy o¥ pause of Gamaliel, and
beg of him to ]Jeave to time to de-
termine the question of dissept,
lest, by prematurely taking upon
himself the decision of so solemn
a question, . he may be found
amongst the 8zomayoi * |
' I remain, Sir, |
Your constant reader, -
| THEOPHILUS.

»

o

OBJECTIONS TO MR. FARMER’S HYPOTHESIS OF THE TEMFTATIOX

“OF

CHRIST,

" To the E,nditor of the Monthly chosit&ry.

 Oct. 20, 1809.

§IRy |
The late learned Mr. Hugh
Farmer makes the following in-
troductory observation in the
third and, I believe, last edition
of his Inquiry into the Nature and

L 4

Christ’s temptation, to consides
what objections lye (lie) againss,
the scveral explications,- which
have hitbherto been given of thid*
part of the gospel history, Should
those objections appear to be just,
we shall, at least, see the neces-

Design of Christ’s Temptation in “sity of looking out for some ncw

the Wilderness. ¢¢ The detection
of error being a great help towards
- the discovery of truth, it will be
proper, before we attempt to set-
tle the frue nature and design of-

. \ ‘ )
* Fighters against God.
VOL. V, |

interpretation,” To. the justncss
of this observation I give my full
assent, conceiving that nothing
can be moye obvious than that, if
all the suppositions but ons, which

\
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can be thought of to account for
and illustrate an acknowledged
fact, can be proved erroneous,
that one must be true. Now, it
so happens, that I am among
those, . who think that, if Mr.
Earmer made a complete enume-
‘ration of all the hypotheses, . (his
own being included,) which can
be devised for explaining the fact
of €hrist’s temptation, the true
one 1s among those which he
exploded, and that his ought to
be placed among ¢kem in its stead.
I, therefore, beg leave to state the
grounds, on which I have been
dissatisfied with his hypothesis
for a long series of years. The
hypothems, in which my mind
has acquiesced during that period,
18- very similar to Mr. Thomas
Dixen’s, of Bolton, or Mr. New-
come Cappe’s, of York, and is one
which occurred to: my thoughts
long before I had heard ofthe ex-
“istence of the former gentleman’s
})iece on ‘the subject, and much

~Jordan,

Jrom him for e season.

Objections to M., ng'rmeifs H jpot’hesis.'

of my own dissatisfaction with
that hypothesis.. And, ‘

_ 1. Because the inventor himself
seems to have been at a loss what

time and place to.fix on for the

commencement of the vision.

In p. 55. note f. having quoted
the words, Jesus returned from
Jordan, and wasled by the Spirit
nto tke wilderness, Luke iv. 1.
he remarks on them, ¢¢ This lana

guage necessarily implies, that Je-

sus was nof upon the banks of
‘but was returning to Ga.
lilee, before he was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness.,” Noa
thing is said there about Galilee,
to which place we are expressly
told (verses 13, 14.) Jesus did not

return till the devzl kad ended alt

the temptation, and had departed:
Then,
indeed, %e returned in the power
of the S irit into Galilee, but not
before. If it be said, that, though
Jesus might not have reached Ga.
lilee, yet he might have set ou#

onger still. before I enjoyed the for zt before- he was led by ihe

pleasure of seeing anv of the lat-
ter gentleman’s valuable works.
Had Mr..N. C. favoured the world
with his reasons for rejecting Mu.

F.’s hypothesis, with which I pre-
sume he must have been well ac-
~quainted, and with answers to ob-
Jections to which he might possi-
bly foresee his own to be exposed,

my trouble in writing, and that
of your readers inreading, would
probably have been saved; and,

perhaps, . Mr.- I'Js bypothesis

would 'not have continued to en-

joy so decided a preference as it
scems-still to do in the judgment
of some very learned and judici-
ous critics. Without farther pre-
fuce, I will, by your leave, pro-
ceed to state some of the grounds

Spmt into the wilderness, 'and it
be granted, that when he quitted

‘the banks of Jurdan, which ace

cording to the accounts of the
evangelists he evidently did, he
went towards Galilee, this quesw
tion naturally occurs to be as ed,
To what does the language of the
evargelists ascribe his removal
from the side of Jordan ?—The
narrative, as faras 1 can see, fur.
nishes but one answer, which is,
that his removal was owing to an
impulse of the Spirit. And ‘as
Mr. F. acknowledges in the ahove .

passage, that Jesus did actually

tn person return from Jordan, and
as that return, if it took place at
the time bupposed by Mr. F. is
attributed to nothing but an ope
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ta.tionj of the Spirit on themmd

of sesus, then the words 2z or by

the Spirit cannot in this instance
imply a vision, and if not, when
manifestly used to denote the
cause of our Lord’s departure
from Jordan, (and they are not
employed afterwards in the narra-
rative,) there can be no just rea-
son for assigning to them at the
same time another import, ‘and
making them denote also a vision,
unless the context force us to un.
derstand them in a double seuse,

which it clearly does not. Before
I conclude this paragraph, I shall
“avail myself of some passages in
‘Mr. F.’s piece, from which the
fame fact of Christ’s remgving in
gierson from the side of Jordan
under an impulse of the Spirit,

(which, however, according to my
apprehension has been satisfacto-
rily established already,) may be
farther proved. In p. 62. we
read, ¢ Though it could not with
any propriety be said, that Christ
‘was at this time carried into the

wildernessin a corporeal manner,

in which sense he was there alrea-
dy } yet there is nothing improper
in saying, he was now conveyed
into a wilderness in a spirttual
manner.” The time here referred
to was when he was led by the
‘Spirit. In page 82. note p. Mr.
F. says, ¢«¢ It appears from the
bistory, that Christ was in. the
wilderness bordermo on . Jordan
when the temptauon ended, as

~well as when it began, pursuing

his journey into Galilee.”” From
note f. p. 55. quoted above, 1t ap-
pears, that Mr. F. thought Jesus

was not upon the banks of Jor-
dan, when he was led by the Spi-

rit into the wilderness. Now, if
Christ was cmpmcall_y in the w:l..
derness which bordered on J ordan,

I shall only

trance or vision,

‘beasts.”

ili. 16,
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but not on its banks, when the™
vision came upon him, he must.
have gone in person frOm the side
of dean, before he fell into the
vision or trance ; and (as before

observed) it Was, agreeably to the

concurring-testimouy of the evan-

gelists, some operation ofthe Spirit

on his mind, which madé him go
thence. The effect of this operan-

tion, then, as already noticed,

cannot be fairly concluded to have
been also the exciting of a vision.

add here;, that the
words which speak of the opera-~
tion, whatever it was, are those,

on which Mr. F. lays great stress
in attempting to_prove the tempta-
tion a vision.

In direct opposmon as ltshould
seem, to this statement, Mr, F.
in his explanation of Mark i. 10—
13. p. 71, 72. observes, ‘¢ No
sooner did the Spirit descend upon
Jesus at his baptzsm\, than by his
inspiration he was carried into a
frightful desert in a .prophetic
In this situation
and in this state he remained for
forty days, during all. which space
he was, according to his own ap-
prehension, assaulted by the
temptations of Satan, and exposa
td to da.nger from the fury of wild
—Where and when it was
that the Spirit descended upon Je-
sus, the evangelists leave us no
roomto doubt. It was upon the
banks of Jordan, to which he went
up straightway from the water af-
ter he had been baptised, Matt.
Mark i, 10. Luke iii, 21,
2. If, then, the Spirit de-
scended upon him, while he was
on the side of Jordan, and-cer-
tainly in the sight of John' the
baptist,” who saw the Spirit de.
scend upon bim, and if, assoon
as the Spirif descended upon him,
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it carried him into a wll»derness
an vision, he could not be set out
tor Gahlee befure that descent
took place. F.p. 71,72.

accounts of the time when, and
- the place where, our Lord was
thrown into a trance.

Perhaps what occasioned Mr.
- FJs falling into this inconsistency
- was, that hu at first thought the
side of Jordan,
descended on Jesus immediately
after he went up from the water,

unlikely to be the place where

the vision commenced, being on
some accounts ohviously unfa-
vourable to that steady and undi-
vided attention of mind, whxch

the scenes and business of the vi-
sion required;—such as its being’

the spot, where Jesus had been
pointed out to the partitular no-
tice of John, and probably of
~ others, who could bardly avoid
being struck with wonder and awe
by the ‘extraordinary phenomena
the) had thncssed-——where there
is no ground for supposing, that
people yimmediately ceased. to as-
scmble before they underwent or
after they bad undergone the rite
of baptism—and, also, where
other circumstances would pro-
bably consptre to distract- our
Lord’s attention. ~ Ouar author
might therefore judge it nccessary
to suppose, that Jesus withdrew
to some distance from Jordan be-
fore he was thrown into the trance.
But afterwards recollecting, that
the effect of the descent of the
Spirit, whatever 1t was, followed
egmmediately, and having dcter-
mined that ecffect to be a vision,
he might slide unawares }DtO the

* The words prmcnpally referred to
Tryme, Matk; orre FYRUpMaTS Luke.

‘Thus
inconsistent appear to be the two

where the spirit

O(y eciions to Mr. Farmer's o _ypotlzcszs. :

~other opinion, that no sooner had

the Spirit descended than the vi-
sion beganr—-—My next reason for

being dissatisfied with Mr. F.s

hypothesls is,

IL.- Because he makes the tempo
tation to have been a viston. Ac-
cordingly, by your leave, I will
go on to examine the force of his
reasoning, from some expresions
in the gospel history of the temp-
tation being the samec or of
the' same import with language
employed elsewhere in the sacred

writings in describing indubitable

visions, to prove tbat the evangé..,
lists, by using such language -in
their accounts of the transactions
in the wilderness, intended to be
understood as speakmg of a vxswn.»
also.
Now, thouoh it be allowed

that seveml passages quoted by
Mr. F. particularly from the Sep-
tuagint translation. of Ezckiel, in
which the same Greck words or
words of the same meaning occur
as are found in the evangelical nar-
ratives of the temptation, are ace-
counts of visions, yet it camnot
be affirmed, (nor does Mr. F..
affirm, see p. 75, 76.) that wher-
ever those words aré met with in
the Scriptures, they wunsformly
denote a vision.* And it may not
be unworthy of notice, that in
some of thc passages quoted by
Mr. F. from Ezekicl in confirmaa.
tion of the position, that in the
evangelists those words imply @
vision, the words in wision or an
the wvistons of God are added,.
which latter words would have
been superfluous, if the writer
had thought that the former witha
out them necessarily denoted a

above are - Fre gy aTefy Matt.,
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vision, In the followmo quota-
tions such addition occurs : Ezek.
xi. 24. ¢¢ The Spirit took me
and brought me in wision,” (ev
caaet) 3 viii. 3.
lifted me up and brought me n
the 'vzswns of God,” (sv 0oRTE
®:sov) ;3 xl. 2.
God (é/ opao'et ®¢ov) brought he
me.”” A similar remark is made
by Mr. Newcome Cappe on Ezek.
-~ xi. 24. just before quoted—¢¢ In
vision is here added to, tke Spirit
of God, and by the Spirit of God ;
these phrases therefoxe alone (says
he) do not signify in vision.”” Cri-
tical Remarks, vol. ii. p. 58. I
am not prepared, howevers to
contend, that the words in ques-
‘tion, when used alone, never im-
ply that a vision took place on the
occasion to which they refer.
But upon an attentive perusal of
the passages adduced by Mr. F.
to establish * his interpretation of
the words, in or by the Spirit used
by the evangelists, it appeared to
me that in several of them the
prophet represcnts himself as being
at the place, to which he was car-
ried in imagination before he is
directed to behold, to listen to, or
to say, what he was carried thither
to take notice of or to say. And
though this direction is not ex-
pressly mentioned jin all the pas.
sages, yet it seems obviously to
be implied ; since it does not ap-
pear, that he had a consciousness
of having seen, heard, or done
any thing, till he arrwed at the
place to which e conceived him.
sclf transported. | From this re.
mark I do not at present perceive
that it is a forced or unnatural in.
fercnce to suppose, that v lft up
or carry away- a prophet, and to
Present wvisionary scenes .to Ais
wnagination were not one and tha

¢ The Spirit

€e In the. vzszons of
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same simullaneous act of the spi-
rit, but successive acts, and that,

up. as the former of them, where 1t is

undoubtedly a vision that is spo-
ken of immediately after, is ex-_
pressed in the same terms as are’
used on various occasions to de-
note no more than a divine ima
pulse to do or to refrain from do-
ing some action, such language
does not uniformly and in all cases
imply the existence of a vision.
Accordingly Iinfer that, asin the

evangelical narratives of Christ's

tcmptatlon in the desert, there is
no intimation of any thing like a
vision havmg been presented to his

imagination for forty days toge.

ther, at the end of which time the
tempter or devil is said to have
come to him, (Matt. iv. 2, 3. Luke
iv. 2, 3.) though Mark (ch. i. 13.)
and Luke (ch.iv. 2.) represeat
him as having been subjeccted in
some way or other to the tempta-
tions of Satan during that tine,
that the forementioned languaoe
denoted in his case only an ima
pression made upon his mind ime«
pelling him to remove from Jor-
dan into the neighbouring wilder
ness. A few quotatlons may be
suﬁicipnt to show, that the same
language is eclsewhere employed
in the New Testament to denote
such an 1impulse and nothing more,

‘Symcon came by the Spirit (ev 7w

wyzvpars) into the temple, Luke ii,
27 ;—Barnabas and Saul were
sent out by the Holy Spirit (vre
TOU TWYEUMXTOS ToU a&yiou) ACts Xl
4 ;—Paul and Timothy were for-
bldden by the Holy Spirit (vre v
aryioy myeupasos) to preach the
word in Asia, Acts xvi. 0;—the
Spirit (to wvevpo) suﬁlrad them

‘not to go into Bithynia, Acts xvi.
7 5—the Spirit of the Lord caught

away Philip (mrvevpa Kugiou sjpma-
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£5) Acts viil. 39
instances of persons, acting under
an impulse of the Spirit, not i
wiszon, but corporeally and sn
persorn. . .
Mr, F. however, still farther to

defend the ~conclusion.he draws
from the language of the evange-

lists, that Christ was led or dri lven

from Jordan by the Spirit zn visi.
~on, and not in person, asks

¢ With what propriety could it

be said, that Jesus went into the
wilder ncss in person, when he was
there already 2’? p. 52. And again,

“¢ Does 1t not sound very harsh
to speak of any one as going or

‘being led to a place, where he 15
| already P’ p. 85,

" Here we have

Db]ectwns to BIr. Farmer's H ypotlzeszsa

the land of Judea, (ch. iii. v. 2‘2)
though he was in that land while
he was at Jerusalem. But it
scems needless to produce more
passages, since from what have
been quoted it is suﬁic:ently evie
dent, that persons are sometimes
said to go into the very place
where they are residing at .the
time, in consequence of theirgo-
ing to some other part of it more

‘thinly or thickly inhabited, or

distinguished from it by some other |
cu‘cumstancc. -

Mr. F. aware, that the ob_]ec--?
tion, started by himself against
the supposltlon of Jesus’s . bemg
led or driven iz person into the
place where he was a,lready in

- This harshness is not felt or no~ person, might be urged against his
ticed in our language, when a being led or duven thither n via

person, who lives in a town or
‘city at some distance from the
middle of it, says, 1 am going up
or down or out :nfe the town.or
€ity, by which no one acquainted
with the situation of his house un-
derstands him to mean that he is
going from without into some part
within its limits, but only from a
less into a more central or fre-
quented part of it. But passages
occur in the New Testament,
where persons are said to have
gone tu the place where they were,
before they set out. ¢¢ Then went
out to him (John the baptist) Je-
rusalem and all Judea, and all
the region round about Jordan,”
Matt. iii. 5. Now this region,
out of which the inhabitants went
to John In the wilderness, lay in
that very wilderness according to
Mr. F)s own confession, p. 54,
note. Jesus was at Jerusalem,
when he held a, conversation with
"Nicodemus, (John n. 23—25.
1ii. 1-—21) after which 1t is said
that he came apd his disciples into

sion, and in order to support his
hypothesis of a visionary removal
of Jesus from Jordan, translates
v eppuoy in Matf. iv. 1. @ wila
derncss, quoting (p. 58. note m)
an observation of Schmidius on
Matt. iii. 1. in defence of that
translation. 3

But were Schmidius allowed to

_have shown, that the prepositive

article is sometimes used indefi-
néitely, and even that it may pos-
sibly be so used in Matt. iv. 1.
yet it is evident from the observa-
tion itself, thathe did not suppose
the evangelist to speak of an ideal
or vistonary wilderness any more
than of ideal or visionary fire or
water in ch. xvii. v. 15, which he
adduces to prove the article to be

sometimes used in an indefinite

sense. Mr. F.’s hypothesis, there.
fore, derives no support from this
remark of Schmidius. But, though
I have no more doubt than had

apparently that author, that Mat-
thew referred to some reel wilder-
ness, yet I humbly conceive from
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the connection in which the pas-
sage stands, that the article was
designed to point out wkat parti.
cular wilderness was spoken of;

namely, the wilderness of Judea
where John preached, and by part
of which ran the Jordan in which
Jesus had been baptised. And
what confirms me in this opinion,
is, the great improbability that a
writer should s
really existing, by a name de
scriptive of its particular nature,

and, presently after, and in close

connection with what immediately
precedes, repeat the same name to
denote, not as before some such
place actually in existence, but
merely animage of a place of the
kind painted on a person’s imagi.
nation, which might have no ex-
ternal archetype at all 3  without
giving any clear intimation of his
affixing to the same term, repeated
within a veéry short compass,
ideas as truly opposite to each
other as those of substance and
shadow.
ready, that the phrases in or by
the szrzt do not necessarily im-
ply a vision, and therefore do not
clearly intimate, that the word,
which when first used meant a
rcal wilderness, meant when used
next a visiondry one, |

The two questions put by Mr.

F. p- 52. and 55. and before tran.

scribed, I shall not repeat, but

proceed to extract an observation
founded -on them, which occurs
I p. 62. < Though it could not
with any propriety be said (ob-
serves Mr. F.) that Christ was at
this time (when the Spirit descend-
¢d on htm) carried into the wilder-
ness in a corporeal manner, in
which sense he was there already ;
yet there is nt)thuaor improper m

God.”

peak of a place,

It has been shewn al-

28

saying, he was now. conveyed into
a wilderness in a spiritual manner,
in vision or mental répresentation,
by the inspiration of the Spitit of
With respect to this obe
servation I have to remark, that

‘though there may be no impro.

priety in saym a person was
conveyed into a mlﬂerness in vie
sion, I am at a loks to discover
how there would be less i 1mpropn-
ety in saym he was carried n
0ESEON.  1NtO ti:e wilderness, in .
which he ‘was when he fell into

th(, trance or vision, than in’ say.

s he was carried in person in>
to the wilderness, in whith he was
before he was carried thither, the
1mpropriety (which,’ hoWevei', I
have already endeavoured to

prove to be no more than a seem.
ing one,) arising in each casealike

from the circumstance of his being
carried -from one part of a place
to another part of the seme place
considered in the whole of its exs
tent.  Mr. F. appears to betray
some suspicion of a defect in his

~reasonm0 to show, that Jesus was

nop led i person mtn the wildera
ness in what he observes (p. 70.)
on -Mark i. 12, 13. There .he
says, ¢ It is without doubt of one
and the same wilderness, that -St.
Mark speaks in both these verses.
And were we to grant that this
wilderness was a real ane, and
that Mark and the other evange.
lists speak of Christ’s being led or

driven into it personally and COfe
porcally, it may nevertheless be
true, that his temptation was a
mere vision ; if these phrases, Mc
Spirst, in and by the Sperit, ims
port in this history, as they cerq
tainly do clsewhere, a miraculous
impulse and zllurnmatwn of the
Spirit, discovering new truths tp
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& prophet, revealing future e-
wents, and erhibiting scenes and
appearances before his imagina-
tson.”” If Christ was led or driven
personally and corporeally into a
real wilderness, then the conclu-
sion drawn with great confidence
from the
and by the Spirit, that the evan-
gelists designed to represent the

temptation as a mere vision, is not.

legitimate for the following rea-
sons : First, because it appears,
that the evangelists intended, by
introducing those phrases in the
connections in which we find
“them, to point out only -what

agent it was that Jed or drove

Christ into the wilderness at first,
and not what agent presented
there supposed visions to his ima.
gination 40 days afterwards ; and,
secondly, because from passages
before adduced it has beenshown,
that those phrases not unfrequently
unply no more than a divine tma

Extracts on Benevolence.

pulse prompting persons to'do or
to refrain from doing what other-
wise they might have omitted or
done. - |

I now conclude this longletter,
the object of which is to lay before

your rcaders some reasons for my
phrases, the Spiret, in

having been long dissatisfied with
Mr. Fg'.’s mode of explaining the
gospel narratives of Christ’s temp-
tation in the wilderness, Another
ground (and in my apprehension
an important one) for my dissa-
tisfaction may be communicated
at no very distant time. Perhaps
after [ have written my next letter,

I may find it proper to proceed

no farther for a .time 1n my pro-

jected plan, that I may have an

opportunity of seeing whether any
of your learned correspondents be
disposed to notice what shall have
been advanced by, L
' Sir, |
Yours, &c.
GERON,

.

EXTRACTS ON BEN EVOLE&CE.

m

To the Editors of the

GENTLENEN,

Yourinsertion in the M. Repos.
of the following IExtracts, put in-
to my bands by a most benevo-
lent, as well as opulent Friend,*
who lives what he cxpresses of

“cordial concurrence with these
sentiments, will oblige your re-
spectful reader,

- R.J.
BENLEVOLENCE.

« Benevolence 13 to be judged of by
proportion, by income, by seclf-denial.
Hence the most liberal are often those
who give away least. Our Saviour him-

Monthly Repository. '

given more than the rich. A period i3
approaching that will develope charé
ter, and weigh motives. We myssol
separate principle from practice.” 1t may

‘be charitable to give what we do not

want, and cannot use; but surely this
is not the criterion of charity. It is not
the charity of him, who, though he was
rich, yet “ for our sakes bécame poor,
that we through his poverty might be
rich.” Weread of the almsdeeds Dor-
cas did; one is specified: her making
garmernts for the poor.” .
Memoirs of Cornelius Winter,
' 8vo. 1308.

.-—-’-ﬁ-n

« [t matters not how large a charita-

‘self declared, that the poor widow had ble donation may seem, if we view it

* <t 'The Friends,” ps a Peculiarly.appropriatcd appellation, calls loudly, ix} or-
der to justify such appropriation, for a deep, uniform reciprocity of sympathising:

friendship, and a community of benefits.

| 4
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as a2 check upon the money-getting spi-
rit, (or desire of accumulation,) but how
large it is when compared with the bulk
of the savings that are left. A hundred
- pounds given away annually in benevo-
lence, may appear something, and sound
handsomely in the ears of the public;
but if this sum be taken from the savings
of one or two thousand, it will be little
less than a reproach to the donor as a
Christian. In short, no other way than
the estimation of the gift by the surplus
saving will do in the case in question.

| 25

But this would certainly be effectunal ta
the end proposed. It would entirely
keep down the money-getting spirit. [t
would also do away the imputation of it
in the public mind. Forit is impossible
in this case, that the word Quakerism
should not become synonymous with
charity ; as it ought to be if Quakérism
be amore than ordinary profession of the
Christian religion.” Clarkson's Por-
traiture of Quakerism. 2d edit. wvol. iii.
P- 266 and 267. See also p. 264, 265.

‘ |

GLEANINGS, OR SELECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS MADE IN A
COURSE OF GENERAL READING. i |

AR ———

. - No. XLIX.
Jubilee Sermon.’

Whiston remarks in his Memoirs
[Vol. i. 301.] upon the inac-

v

tivity orignorance of the general-

ity of those that have of late been
- preferred by the court to be bishops
and deans ; nay, or by the bishops
themselves to be archdeaconsalso,
that they know one clergyman
 (meaning himself) of no prefer-
ment at all, that hath written
more books of learning, and most
of them for the propagation of
truth and the truc Christian reli-
gion, and for the confutation of
_sceptics and infidels, than all of
them, above an hundred in num.
ber, have done. To so little ad.
" vantage, he adds, does the pre.

sent disposal of prefermentsturn ;

and so little benefit does either
church or state receive from the
possessors of them. I conclude,
he says, with a very remarkable
passage, which I have lately met
with in a Sermon preached at a
lord archbishop’s triennial and
ordinary visitation; I suppose in
the days of Queen Elizabeth, up-
on Eccles. xii. 10. The preacher
‘did seek out pleasant words. The
account is in these words.
VOL, Vo |

“ There is a story how a learned friér

| in Italy, famous for his learning.and
f'greaching, was commanded to preach

efore the Pope at a year of - Jubilee:
and to be the better furnished, he repair~
ed thither a good while before to Reme,

‘to see the fashion of the conclave, to ac-
commodate his sermonthe better. When

the day came he was to preach, having
ended ‘his prayer, he: looking- a long
time about, at last he. cried ‘ with a loud

~yoice three times, St. Peter was a food,

St. Peater was a fool, St. Peter was e fool,
which words ended he came out of the
pulpit. Being after convened before'the
Pope, and asked why he so carried hime
self, he answered, Surely, holy father,
if a priest may go to heaven abounding
in weaith, honour, and preferment, and
live at ease, seldom or never to preach,
then surely Sz, Peter was a fool, who
took such a2 hard way in travelling, in
fasting, in preaching, to go thither."

No. L.
| Living and Dying.

When the Act of Uniformity
was passed at the Restoration, a
fellow of Emanuel College, Cam-
bridge, was representing, in con-
versation with a triend, a fellow
of the same college, the great. dif-
ficulties of confermity, in point
of conscience, but concluded how-
ever with these words: Buf we
must lzve ! 'To whieh the ather
answered only, with the like num-
ber of words, But we must die !
B
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" No: LI. _
The. Press a villuinous Engine.
<¢ The press, (that villainous en-
gine,) invented much about the
same time with the Reformation,
hath done more mischief to the
discipline of our church, than all
the doctrine can mdke amends
for. ’Twas an happy time when

all learning was in ‘manuscript,

~and some little officer did keep the
keys of the library.

than to read the liturgy, and the
laity no more clerkship than to
save them from hanging. But
now, since printing came into the
world, such is the mischief, that
- a2 man cannot write a book, but
~ presently he is answered.
hawe been ways found out to ba-
nish ministers, to fine, not only
the people, but even the grounds
and fields where they dssembled in
conventicles.  But no art yet
could prevent these seditious meet-
ings of letters. Two or three
brawny fellows in a corner, with
mere ink and clbow-grease, do
more harm than an hundred
schismatical divines with their
sweaty preaching.  Their ugly
printing-letters, that look but like
so many rotten teeth, how oft have
they been pulled out by B.and L.
 the public tooth-drawers! and
yet these rascally operators of the
press have got a trick .to fasten
them again in a few minutes, that
they grow as firm a set, and as
biting and talkative as ever. O
Prinung ! how hast thou disturha
ed the peace of mankind! That

lead, when moulded into bullets, -

is not so mortal, as when founded
into letters ! There was a mistake
sure in the story of Cadmus ;

and the serpent’s teeth which

When the
clergy needed no more knowledge

There |

Gleamngs.

were nothlng else but
he iavented.”

he sowed
the letters which

Marvell’s Rehearsal Transposed.

1072. p. 5.

e

No. L.1L
A Dilemma.
¢« The body of the nation were
under one hardship at the time
of the Revolutlon, which was a
sensible conviction to many, of
the great incenvenience of being

-

- under a confinement to particular

forms of divine worship. While
they privately prayed for the
Prince of Orange’s prosperity, they
were forced in pubhc to pray, ac-
cording: to the liturgy, that God
would be the defender and keeper
of King James, and give him vic.
tory over all his enemies.” Cala-~
my, 1. 387 I *’”fg#.

~ No. LIIL.
Parliainent Faith.

"Robert Robinson somewhere
recommends to pay parliamentary
taxes, and to obey parliamentary
civil std,tutes but to ‘¢ have no-
thing to do w1th a parliamentary-
religion, or a parliamentary God.”
Robinson might have in his recol-
lection an expression used by
Osborn, a political and miscella<
neous writer, who died in 1658.
In ¢¢ Some Traditional Memorials
of the reign of Qucen LElizabeth,”
he says that in that period ¢ the
doctrine professed most generally
in England bore in foreign nations
the name of parliament-faith.”

et

No. LIV.
Dr. Paley’s Story of the Pigeons,
-~ and &is Divine Rught q/ Con-
stables.
The late exccllent life of l’dley
by Mr. Meadley, [sce M. Rep.vol.
iv. p. 163. ] wnll it is to be hoptd
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make the character of that learned,
judicious, and liberal divine ge.
nerally knowa. The biographer
has brought forward and very hap-
pily illustrated Paley’s virtues.
Perhaps, there may not be-enough
shade in the picture. The foibles
of Paley were not few_nor small

His not affording to keep a consci-

ence, and his - celebrated chapter
on subscription ought not to be
passed over lightly. |

Paley was long neglected but
preferments came upon him thick
enough at last. It is surely a
waste of grief to lament thata man
who posseased from . 20001. to
'3000]l. per ann. in the church,
was not raised.by ministerial pa-
. tronage to a condition of saymg,
Nolo episcoparzt.

Mr. Meadley conjectures that
the promotion of Paley was. re.
.tdrdcd by the freedom of some of
his political remarks-in his Mo-
ral Philosophy. Two of the pas.
sages pointed out in this conncc.
tion by the biographer, are wor-
thy of transcription, for the sake
of such as are not acquainted with
the admirable wegk in which they
are contained. |

‘The Story of the Pigeons con-
stitutes the whole of the first chap-

ter on PROPERTY,

« If you should sece a flock of pigeons
in a ﬁcld of corn ; andif (instead of each
picking where and what it liked, takin
- just as much as it wanted, andno more)
you should se¢ ninety- -nine of them gath-
ering all they got into 2 heap ; reserving
nothing for themselves but the chaft and
refusc; keeping this heap for one, and
that the weakest perhaps and worst pi-
geon of the flock; sitting round, and
~ looking on all the winter, whilst this
one was devouring, throwing about,
and wasting 1t; and, if a pigeon morc
hardy and hungry than the rest, touched
a grain of the hoard, all the others in-
stantly flying upon it, and tearing it to
picces 5 if you should see this, you would

ticle of 1it,

of its excdlence
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see nothing more than is every day prac-

tised and established among men. Among -
men you ste the ninety and nine, toiling
and scraping together a heap of superflu="
ities for one ; getting nothing for them- -
selves all the while, but a little of the
coarsest of the provision,which their own

labour produces ; and this one too, often-

times the feeblest and worst of the whole
set, a child,a woman,a madman,or a foo';
looking quletly on, while they see the
fruits of all their labour spent or spoiled
and if one of them take or touch a par-
the others join against him
and hang him for the theft.”

The other passage occurs B.
vi. ch. 4. on ¢ th¢ Duty of Civil

‘Obedience as stated in the Scrip-

»

tures.” It deserves to be quoted
at length, not merely on-account
but also of its
being (accnrdmu to Mr. Meadley)
gferentl_y worded in the later edie-

tions. It is here copied from the

ninth edit._ 8vo. 1793. vol. ii. p.

162, 3.

¢¢ St. Paul has said, ¢ Whosoever re-
sisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance
of God.” This phrase, ¢ the ordinance
of God,’ is by many so interpreted asto
authonse the most exalted and supersti- .
tious ideas of the regal character. But,

- surely, such interpreters have sacrificed

truth to aduiation. For, in the first
place, the expression, as used by St.
Paul, 1s just as applicable to one kind
of government, and to one kind of suc-
cession, as to another—to the elective
magistrates of a pure republic, as to an
absolute hereditary monarch. In the
next place, it is not affirmed of the su-
preme magistrate cxcluswely, that 2e
is the ordinance of God ; the title, what-

g ever it imports, belonga to every inferior

ofhicer of the state as much asto the high-
est. The divine right of 4ingsis like thc
divine right of constaéles~ the law of the
land, or even actual and quiet possessicn
of their office ; a right ratz(ncd we hum-
bly presume, by the divine approbat:on

so long as obedience to their authority
appears to be necessary or conducive to
the common welfare. Princes are or-
dained of God by virtue anly of that ge-
neral 'decree, by which he assents, and
adds the sanction of his will, to every
law of society, which promotes his own
purpose, the communication of buman
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happmcss 3 accordmg to which idea of

their origin and constitution, and with-"

out any repugnancy to the words of St.

Paul, they are by St. Peter denominated
thirty years longer.

the ordirance of man.

e —

. ‘No. LV.

Jokn Wesley’s Commentary.
- In John Wesley’s New Testa-
- ment, edition of 1755, there are
- the following harmonious notes
 on two different passages. John
- 1i. 13. and Rev. xix. 20.

‘ Enoch and Elijah are not in
heaven, but oxly in paradise.”
- Enoch and Elijah entered at
ence into the lzzglzest degree of
glory, without first waztzng w
paradwe f 9 | |

e ——

| No. LVI.
Buonaparte to live Thirty Y ears,
The emperor Napoleon has
formed many projects for the good

- of his lovmg subjects 3 amongst

Remarks upon 2 Kings viii. 15. &e.

‘which are the notable ones of di-"

vorcing an old wife in order to
marry a young one, and of living

The period here ass1gned by
the emperor as the bounds of his
wishes with regard to life, was the
exact term of years which one of
Oliver Cromwell’s subjects and
admirers pitched upon for thelife

~of the Protector, lying on his

death.bed! -Is not this ominous ’w\,

A noted mdepcndent divine, when
0?2, Cromwell was sick, of which sickness
he died, declared that God had revealed
to him, "that he should recover and live -
30 years longer, for that God had raised .
-him up for a work which could not be :
done in less time. But Oliver’s death
being published two days after, the said
dwxne publicly in prayer cxpoetulatcd -
with God for the deE:at of his;prpphecy,
in these words ; Lord, thou bast lied unte
s 3 _-yea, thou bast lted unto us,

BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

\

-

.

2 Kings vii. 15. is thus trans.
lated by Dr. Geddes, ¢ But, on
the next day, havmg tuken a fly-
net dipped 1n water, and put it
upon his face, he died: and Ha-
zael reigned i n his stead » '
¢ In rendering this verse,” says
Dr.G. * T have departed from
all the ancient versions and most
maodern interpreters. They ascribe
this action to Hazael, and make
him smother the king. 1am con-
vinced that the text admits of no
such mcanming. llen-Adad, en-
couraged by the reported answer
o1 Elijab, makes use of a violent

* Aatiq. Jud. L. ix. c. iv. § 6, (Ed. Hudson.)

remedy to allay the heat of his
fever: and claps on his face a wet

net. This stops the perspiration,
and he dies in consequence.
See C. R.” |

It is to be lamented that the
writer did not live to favour the
public with his critical remarks in
Justification’ of ‘ths rendering.
That lHazael was the murderer of
h1s master, will, 1 think, appear
highly Drobdblc from the follow-
ing (‘()IlbldL xauons :

(1st.) Josephus” exprebsly re—
presents him as such.

(2d.)" The conduct of Elisha

Ty

M



 Inguiry concerning Gen, .26,

and of Hazae] recorded in verses . Gospels

‘the eleventh and twelfth, cannot
be well explained but on ’this sup-
position,* with whieh

(3d.) Nothing that we are ac-
quainted with in the character of
Hazael is mconsnstent but the
reverse.

Job xiii. 8. The verb which
our translaters here render by
contend, Heath renders by eze-
cute Judgment Jjor. Ihave exam-
ined the several passages where
~ the word occurs in the Old Tes-
tament, and find that its general
signification is8 contend, and that
sometimes it denotes a judicial
process, but that it never has, un-
equivocally, the sense, as Heath
states,
This leamned author seems to be
- occasionally misled by the facility
‘with which he perceives Jewish

which he assigns a later date than

s, in my opinion, probable.
Mark i. 16.—&c. Townson, in

his valuable Discourses on the Four

of. ervecuting judgment.

‘sense,” he adds,
allusions in the book’ of Job, to

accounts for Mark’s
calling the lake of Galilee the sea
of Galilee 3 : |
¢ The title of sea, Wthh had
been familiar to them in their own
language, was naturally transfers
red to the Greek by those who
were bred on the borders of this
lake, at a distance from the
ocean ; and seemed justified by the

.maomtude of such a body of wa.
\ters, |

the idea of which had
been early impressed upon their
minds.”’+

‘It confirms thissobservationthat, .
‘according to Heath,

in his note
on Job xiv. i2. the Hebrew word,
(commonly - translated seq,) ¢ is

used in a large sense, to express

not only the sea, but., any large
collection of waters, whether pool,
lake, pond, or spring-head. This
¢ it hath also in
the Syriac language, as well as the
Arabic, as the learned Scbultens
hath shown.” N.
Dec. 11, 1809.

Sept. 16, 1809.
SIR, | I

As an inquirer after truth, and
- observing the candid manner leax n-

ed men of the present day of va~

rious sentiments now discuss the
fundamentals of religion, I submit
to you the consideration of Genesis
the 1st and 20th, hoping some of
your correspondents will give,
through the medium of your well-
conducted Repository, such an
explanatnun as will heal the stab,

the mortal wound, which the
eloquent Chrysostom says 1s given

to Arianism by that text, which
if ‘his rendcring (or the late lcarn-

ed Bishop Horne’s) be the true
one, the Jews have beenin er-
ror from the beginuing, Moses
and the prophets have been grossly
ignorant, or very negligent in not
tt‘dChlllO" them what was so very
clear, and the Unitarians of these
times must take shame to them
selves, for their assertions that the
doctrine of the Trinmty was un-
known to the Jews and tirst Chris-
tians, and not authorised by either
the Old or New Testament,
I am, Sir,
Y our obedient servant,.
A Non-Con. oF THE OLD
SCHOOL.

* Lettres de quelques ]mfs, &c. vol. ii. pp 327—329. (cing. ed.)

T P.ax (8vo ¢d.)
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ON

SIR,

As the reflection which the
friends of Jesus appear (according
to our translatlon) to have made
upon him, Mark iii. 20, 21, ‘“ He
is beside himself,”” scems exceed-
ingly barsh ; give me leave to ask
whether Dr. Priestley”s version of

Review.— New Testament ; on the Plan of Mr.. Evanson.

MARK iii

bled,

. 20, 21.

ezes, refer, not to Jesus, but to
tie multitude ; and that the mean-
1ng is, that, ‘when some of the
friends of Jesus heard that so great
a concourse of people was assema-
as that he had not time to
take necessary refreshment, they
went out to restrain the multitude,

- the passage may not be thought saying, “ They are quite furious.”®

preferable? He supposes, that J T.
the pronoun av7ov, and the verb -

: r 4 . .
=== - - : —— : —;ﬂ[. ' -~ 4

REVIEW.
€ 3TILL PLEAS'D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.”
| | Pore.

Art.I. 4 New Testament; or, the New Covenant according to

Luke, Paul, and John.

London, 1807.

A considerable period has e-
lapsed since the publication of this
velume; but our apparent neg-
lect of 1t has not arisen from any
deficiency of respect to the me-
mory of Mr. Evanson, nor from
~any diminutivn of our conviction,
"that his principles respecting the
canon of the N. T. as advanced
in the Dissonance, are without
adequate foundation, With this
conviction, we cannot but hope,
that they will never be extensively

adopted ; and we fcel unfeigned
yegret whcn we hear that any
whose opinions are likely to influ-
ence those of others, have been led.

jections urged by Mr. L.

Published in conformity to the Plan: of
the late Rev. Edward E'vanson, d. M.

Large 12mos pp. 372.

by Mr. E.’s rép‘i'csentations to re-

ject what we deem the invaluable

records of Matthew and John ¢
but we are not among those who
thmk that truth should SOINCa
times shrink from discussion, or
that its interests can be perma.
ncutly scrved by silence, as to
the objections urged against it;
and we should therefoxe, long
cre this time, have brought for-
wards the Evansonian Ncw Testa-
ment,* to the notice of our read-
ers, it 1t had not appeared to call
for some consideration of the ob-
aonmt
those portions of the N, T. vxhuh

* We wish to be understood as employing this appellation merely for the szke
of convenience. 'We are aware that there is no argument in a pame.
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he re)ects as spurlous.‘ "This un-

 dertaking, various circumstances’
 have prevented ;- and we shall now.
principally confine ourselves to

the consideration of the volume
before us, because one of our cora
respondents has glven us. reason to
expect, that he wi.! furnish us
with a series of strictures on the
Dissonance. < |

The Evan onian N T. consists,

as would be expected from the

title, of those portions only of the
commonly received canon, which
Mr. E! regards as genuine. -We

accordingly do not find in it, the
gospels of Matthew, Mark, and.

John, (which Mr. rejected

F.

‘“ as spurious fictions of the se-
cond century, unnecessary, and

even prejudicial, to the cause of

true Christianity,””) nor certain
gospel of  Luke,

portions of the
nor the Epistles to the Romans,
to the Ephesians,
ans, to the Hebrews, of James,
of Péter, of John, and of Jude,
and,
tles to the seven churches of Asia.
The partsdf Liuke’s writings which
Mr. E. regarded as spurious, are
in the. Gospel, ch. 1. 5.—i1. 52.
containing the narrative of the
birth of John and of Jesus; ch.
1i. 21 —28. the baptism and ge-
nealogy of Jesus; ch.iv. 1-—13,
respccting the temptatlon ch. viii.
20—39. the cure of the demoni-
acs; ch. ix. 29—36. the transfi-
guration; ch. xxi. 42, 43. the
request of the malefactor and our
Lord’s promise ; and in the Acts,
ch. xix. 11, 12. The Evansonian
N. T. contains, therefore, the
chief part of the gospel of Luke,
nearly the whole of the Acts, ten
Epistles of- Paul, and the book
of Revclatlon, exceptmg ch. 1.

iii. 22. T'hose of our readers who

on the Plan of Mr. Evanson.

to the Colossi-

in the Revelations, the epise
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view Mr. Evanson’s prmcxples of
criticism 'in the same light with:
ourselves, “must have experienced
some surprise that he leftso much.:

If we had adopted them, we must .

own that we should have thereby.
been led to reject many passages
in- which we now feel little or no
difficulty; and we hope it is not
uncandid to conjecture, (though
we should be pleased to find oura:
selves mistaken in so doing,) that
feav Evansonians think all to be

genuine, which Mr. Evanson him-:

self recewed as such. His grand
test of completed prophecy,' 1S
applicable to a very small part of
those books which he admits into -
his canon ; and whether the other
parts be reJected or received, 1is
left to depend upon the sagacity
of the reader in discovering absur
dities or contradictions. We our-
selves see none 1n many of those
portions which Mr.. E. rejects,
and for which he rejects whole
books ; but if before we had stu-
died the nature of evidence in ge-
neral, and of that for the genuine-
ness and authenticity of the N.T.
in particular, we had been his dis-
ciples, our present apprehension:

1s, that we should have used the

pruning knife with a less sparing
hand than he has himself.

After all, we most willingly
adm‘it, that ‘the writings of Luke
containall that i1s essentially ne-
cessary to Christian faith and
practice; and it 1s clear that he
himself thought so.  But while
we are thankful for the light which
he was enabled to communicate

to Theophilus, we cannot bat —

prefer, as far as respects our Lord’s ®
ministry, the narratives of Mat
thew and John, as.more import-,
ant in their practical tendency, »
and better calculated to give a
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lively conviction in reality of his
actions and character : and were
we to rest our own beliet in the
divinity of -our Lord’s mission on
internal evidence alone, we should
depend upon the gospel of John
for the main support of 1it. When
studying that narrative we have
~ been struck with indications of au-
thenticity which have powerfully
correoborated our conviction of
the truth of the gospel hlstory de-
rived from other sources: and it
appears to us to be a fact, which
should a little stagger the confi-
dence of the Evansonian in the de~
cisions of his instructor, that one
‘who had many qualities of mind
in common with him, equal inde-
pendence and sincerity, and pro-
bably greater learning and critical
skill, so far from thinking as Mr.
E. does, that the gospel of John
¢¢ does not deserve the least credit
‘or attention,”” declares it to be
his decided opinion,* that it con-
tains'more and clearer marks of
authenticity, that it wears a com-
plexion eminently characreristic
of its original, and comprises an
intrinsic usefulness and excellence
above the rest. |
- We did hope to have found in
tbe Preface of this volume, some
corroboration, or at least some
attempt at the corroboration, of
Mr. Evanson’s principles ; but the
Editor appears to receive them
without hesitation, as he expresses
no dissatisfaction with them, or
with Mr. E.’s application of them.
Theonly statement which appears
designed for this purpose, is in
p- vii.
« Yeteven in these histories, Mr.

Evanson has discovered what he deems
to be manifest interpolations : such are

the two first chapters of Luke’s gospel -

which follow the short introductory
preface or dedication to ‘Theophilus;
the account of the baptism, temptation,
and transfiguration of Jesus; the story
of the herd of swing, the conversation

respecting paradise, with the thzef on

the cross, besides some passages in the

‘Lord’s prayer; and in this latter suppo-

sition he is fortified by the opinion of the
late excellent and very laborious critic
Archbxshop Newcome, who has in his
version omitted what he conceives to be
the mtcrpolatxons in that form of dcvo-
tlon » |

We quote the foregomg passage
principally for the purpose of re
marking, that thoygh we doubt
not the Editor had no intention
to deceive, it certainly is calcu=~

‘lated to mislead the reader. Taken
In connexion with the preceding

paragraph, (in which Mr. E.’s

opinion had been stated, that it ig
best to rest the evidence of Chris-
tianity on the writings of Luke,
&c.) it appears to imply, that
Archbishop Newcome’s omission
of the interpolated clauses of the
Lord’s prayer, fortifies Mr. Evan.
son’s opinion, as to the spurious-
ness of the whole of the passages
referred to. But passing by the
mere ambiguity in language, it
must lead the unlearned reader teo
suppose, that Newcome’s rejec-
tion of interpolations, and Evan-
son’s, proceed. upon the same prin.
ciples ; whereas Arch. Newcome,
following Griesbach, rejects cer-
tain clauses in the Lord’s prayer,
upon the preponderating evidence
of manuscripts, versions, and an-
cient quotations, and Mr. Evan-
son, without neglecting this evi.
dence, where it 1s in his faveur,

/

* See Wakcﬁeld's Evidences, P-176. We observed this passage after the prcccd..
part of the paragraph was wrxttcn, while turning over the lcaves thh a somc-

in
gat different dbhjece.
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rejects by the evidence of intu-
ition. ; | |

¢ The translation here given of
the authentic Scriptures, is, with
some few exceptions, taken from
the venerable Archbishop New.-
‘come’s version, from which also
‘the notes are almost wholly se-
lected.”> There can be no doubt
of the propriety of this part of the
~ plan, except that justice to the
Archbishop renders it at least de-
sirable, that all departures from,
his version, and all additions to
his notes, should have been care-
fully specified. It cannot be ex-
pected that we should have mi-
nutely examined the general con-
tents of the volume before us,
since they have been long before
“the public : but the notes appear
to be in general well selected,
and must be very useful to those
who, partaking in Mr. Evanson’s
-disgust towards the rejected books,
wish even to avoid the sight of
them, and consequently confine
théir attention to this volume,
'We perceive thatin 1 Tim. 1ii.16.
the translation is founded upon
the reading whick ; but in 2 Cor.
viii: 9. the primate’s version is re-
tained, and, what is a little ex-
traordinary, the primate’s notes,
¢ Rich in the glories of his divine
natare, poor by taking on him
human nature, and appearing even
in an humble state of life.”
Through a similar inadvertency,
we here and there perceive that
notes are left, implying the genu-
inencss of the other gospels, which
we should bave expected would
scarcely have escaped the keen
cxamination of a thorough Evan-
soniun.

We have heard assigned as one
inotive for the publication of the

Evansonian N. T. that no version
VYoL. V.

follow :

of the N. T. was generally access.
ible, conveying just ideas as to the
reading and translation of some
very important passages, which
have materially contributed to
strengthen, and are even the ge-

neral support of, widely prevalent

errors respecting the person of
Christ, and the Unity of God. -
This,- however, we are led to
suppose, must be a mistake ; for

the plan of'the I. V. was brought

forwards to the Unitarian Society,
in the spring of 1806, (see M.

Rep. vol. i. p. 383,) and that

work was actually in circulation
by the middleof 1808. Therea.
sons assigned in the Preface are as

“ The reader is now in full possession
of the plan upon which this volume of
the New Covenant is submitted to the
public. Had Mr. Evanson lived he ~
would certainly have done that himself,
which is here performed by his friend,
as a memarial to his great talents, ar-
dent assiduity, and inflexible integrity,
in the pursuit and promulgation of the
truth. . L

« 'The cause.of pure Christianity has
never yet been injured by fair inquiry
and candid discussion; and it i~ confi-
dently expected that the present publi-
cation, so far from increasing the num-
ber of unbelievers, will be the means of
leading some persons to attend to the

‘evidences of revelation, who have be-

fore discarded it as a cunningly devised
fable, on account of certain things at-
taching to it, which to them may seem
to have bfen obviated by Mr. Evanson’s
anquiries.

We aré not informed that Mr.
E. had actually projected a work
similar to the.one before us, and
committed the execution of it to
the gentleman who has undertaken
it ; we presume, -therefore, that
we are to consider the preceding
statement, 4as containing a com-
pletc view of the grounds upon
which the publication rests for its
vindication.  Now, whether the

T
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Editor really adopted Mr. E.’s opi-
nions anctly as he has stated
them, or was principally influ-
enced by personal attachment to
him, it appears tc us, that these
grounds arc inadequate.
we first saw the work announced,
we inferred from the title, and we
still think justly, that Mr E. had
given directions for the prepara-
tion of it; and we could easily
suppose, that the ardour and
strength of conviction manifested
in the Disscnance,
‘prompted to a work which, even
more than that on uhlch 1t 1s
founded, would have proved the
~ confidence which he felt in the
truth of his wpnmons and indicat-
ed the decision of his belief, that
~ he had succeeded in separating the
wheat from the chaff,. with Wthh
it had been for ages blended and
with which it had heen very ﬁ_rmly
united by the rescarches of Jones,
Lardner, Michaclis, Less,  and
others, who, with intentions as
. honest, and understandings as vi-
gorous as his own, had risen from
a full and patient examination of
the evidences, extcrnal and inter-
nal, with a conviction that the
narratives ascribed to Matthew,
Mark, and John, are assuredly
genuine, as firm as he himself
felt that they are assuredly spu-
rious. But when we found that
the work did not originate in Mr.
E.’s natural attachment to his own
system, we could not avoid scru-
tinizing its object more minutely ;
and we still retain the opinion
which we then formed, that no
valuable . purpose cou],d be ex-
tensively answered by 1t, and that
it will only serve to confirm the
Evansonian in his hypotlesis, that

this volume contains at least all

the genuine records of the New

When

would have

swered by

- Review.— New Testament, on the Plan of Mr. Evanson.

Covenant—unless indeed it should
strengthen the attachment of
other Christians to the rest of the
historical books, by leading them
to perceive how much of that
which now ¢ binds the gospel to
the heart,” they must give up,
if Mr. Lvanson s opinions could ;
be proved. 'T'hat this Testdment |
can be considered as {urnizhing
any new grounds in the argument,
we cannot suppuse ; and if not,
itcan only be considered as a rea
gister of Mr. E.’s decisions, which
would have been fully as well ana
a Table exhibiting all
the passages which he regarded as
spurious; and this wouid have
epabled any l.vansonian to cross
them off in a common N. T. as
unworthy of attention, and any
other critic to mark them, as ob-
jected to by aun honest and excel-
lent believer in Christianity.
- Many respect the character of
Mr. E. and cstimate as highly
perhaps as the kditor, ¢¢ his great
talents, ardent assiduity, and ine
flexible integrity 1n the pursuit”
of truth aud in the promulgation
of what he regarded as such, who
are decidedly of opinion, that he
wandered widely from the truth
on this subject, and who think
that his Dissonance has a direct
tendency to annibilate some of the
chief supports of Christian faith,
and to produce a general scepti-
cism as to the truth of Christian-
ity, by resting the beliel of it al-
most entirely on evidence which
1s generally found to be too ob-
scure and too much involved in
difficulty to produce of itself a
lwely and strong conviction, so
important as the ground of a praca
tical faith.

But whatever opinion be form-
ed as to the value of Mr. Evan-
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“son’s critical principles, we must
- pronounce the present work to be
premature. = We appeal to their

warmest admirers, and beg leave

to ask if it be in any degree pro-

bable, that Mr. E. should have
completely succeeded in establish-

ing and epplying a set of canons,

by which all the spurious parts of
the received canon are to be se-
parated from the genuine, and
these all left. In fact, the Pre-
face contains a justification of our
censure,—a letter from Mr. Evan-
son’s brother, in which two other
passages of Luke are specified as
probably spurious, (viz. ch. xxii.
24—38.* and vs. 49—51.) and
reasons are assigned which appear

to us as satisfactory as most of-

~ those advanced in the Dissonance.
- We admire the vigour and pe-
‘netration of Mr. E.’s understand-

ing, the ardour of his zeal in the

cause of truth, -and the disinter-
ested integrity of his conduct ;

but from his writings, and we"

have had no other means of know-
ledge, we have never been led to
think highly of the extent or
soundness of his critical skill, of
the clearness of his conceptions,
or of the comprehension and ac-
.curacy of his judgment. It has
never appeared to us, that he suf-
ficiently possessed the cast of mind
requisite for his undertaking.
With & sincere veneration for
truth, an eager desire to obtain
it, and an undaunted firmness in
the avowal of what he regarded as
such, he-did not unite the pati-
ence and correctness of research

ance,

and examination, the discrimina-~
tion in the balancing of probabi-
lities, the skill in the analyzing of
evidence, and the humility and

.caution 1n the formation of his

conclusions, whichk are necessary
on a subject of such great import-
It appears to us, both
from what we observe in his writ-
ings, and from the impressions
which we have derived from them
as to the character of his mind,
that he was capable of dwelling
upon difficulties on the one side,
till he totally lost sight of difficul-
ties on the other ; that he gene-
ralized with uncommon rapidity ;
and that when he had once forma

ed a conclusion, slight presumpa

tions in its favour were magnified
into proofs, and the strongest op-
opposing presumptions deemed
scarcely deserving of notice. He
would have been a powerful aux.
illary to the reformers from po-
pery : its obvious and injurious
absurdities he would have seen
and made others see at a glance,
and would have exposed them with
all the enthusiasm of feeling, the
rapid energy of reasoning, and the
severity of language which mark
his Dissonance ; but the object
of that work was of a different de-
scription, and required different
qualifications ;3 and we are much
mistaken if the reasonings of the
author ever did more than perplex
those whom they did not convince
at _first stght. In fine, the Disa
sonance appears to us to afford a
melancholy instance how much
even an ardent love of truth may

* The writer says, “ Would it not be pfopér, therefore, to go from the end
of v. 24, ¢. xxii. immediately to v. 37.°> but this is probably a mistake of the

Press.



36 Review.— Rees’s Sermon- on Public Worship.

~ be misguided, when united with under subjection to the under~
that independence which disdains standing, and the judgment dis-

the shackles of authority, unless ciplined to habits of sound and

the imagination have been brought cautious reasoning.

Art. 11, The Obligation and Utility of Public Worship: a Dis-

course delivered at the opening of the Old Jewry Chapel, in Jewin
Street, Dec. 10, 1809, and published at the Request of the Soci-

ety.
and Co. -

-

From Nchemiah x. 32. We will

ot forsake the house of our God,
the preacher his usual manner,
perspicuous and judicious, sets
forth the reasons of adherence to

public worship. The adoption of |

the resolution of the text, he ar-
gues, 1. Expresses a becoming
deference to the jundgment and
~ practice of wise and good men
- who have lived before us; 2. May
- be considered as the dictate of a
sense of duty ; 3. or, as dictated
by a desire of personal improve.
ment ; 4. Is the result, with such
as are actuated by principles of
piety, or by a conviction of the
truth and cxcellence of Christi-
anity, of a regard to the honour

By Abrakam Rees, D. D.

F.R.S§. 8vo.pp. 27. ._Long‘man

-

of 'G@d,. and a solicitude to main-

tain the credit and promote the
influence of religion; 5. May

proceed from principles of bene-

nevolence. | L
- We are pleased to see in the
Sermon references to Mrs. Bara

‘bauld’s ¢¢ admirable pamphlet on

the expediency and propriety of
public or social wership.” We

should be glad if the demand oc-
‘casioned by this and similar means

for the pamphlets of this elegant
and nervous writer should occa-.
sion their collection and re-publi-
cation. They would form as aca
ceptable a present to the public
as ever 1ssued from the press.

ARrT. IIl. A4 Sertes of Questions adapted prz’ncz;pally to the Histo
rical Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, with Referenges

to the Bible. By John Holland.

12mo. pp. 64.

ART. 1V. 4 Practical Catechism, referring to the Bible for Answers,

to be given from Memory or in Writing.
pp- 54. Priee 2s. or 1], per dozen.

1809.

!

Of these catechisms the ques-
tions only are given at length;
the answers are referred to in the
Bible. The questions are con-
nected, perspicuous, rational and
judicious: the answers are de-

By the same. 12mo.
(together) Longman and Co.

signed to be either committed to
memory or written out upon a
slate or paper, by the pupil. We
approve entirely of the plan, as
being well calculated to make
youths familiar with the Scriptures.



( )

‘,,.L

-

SONNET
10 A NEW-BORN INFANT.
By ber Grandmeother.
Welcome, sweet stranger, to thy new
abode ! - .
All is prepar’d that ease and health re-
| quire : | o
‘What nature asks is stored in little space ;
"Thy new abode is no abiding place.
Splendour to him who travels is a load
‘The wise would shun, the vain alone
desire. ' |

Welconte, sweet travcller, to thy brief

abode, N ,
Not idly lofty, mor yet meanly low.
- Not such as binds to earth th’ immortal
’ mind o
In selfish luxury, nor yet confin’d,
As not to furnish,

road, - | |
Subsistence meet, and something to be-

stow. | o
‘Whether thy path be rough, orsoft and
. ' cven, , '
O may it upward lead, and terminate in

heav’n ! A.H.

THE HUSBAND TO HIS WIFE.
The circling years bring round again,
Life of my life! our wedding-day;
While mem’ry leads a misty train
Of fears and pains long pass’d away.

With eyes which fond reflections fill,
‘Those half-forgotten pains I see, ,
And almost wish I felt them still,
Since it was sweet to weep for thee.

But if—( O strange capricious heart !)

1f to recall the past once more,

"Twere doom’d that we again must part,
I'd spurn the boon I now implore :

For though life’s bloomy, vivid hours
Be fading fast ; though sudden joys
No longer through despondent show’rs
Tumultuous fire my ardent ~yes 3

‘Though I no longer see from far,
Thy figure (lighter than the air)
Bounding beneath the morping-star,
To meet me on the mountain there;

Yet dol find a softer grace

‘The seat of that gay charm assume
And milder, tenderer tints displace
‘The richness of thy summer’s blooms

~ POETRY.

on life’s crowded
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Then, oft thy conscious beauty shot
"Triumphant shafts, to quell the free;
Now, those dear eyes have quite forgot
To shine for any one but me. -

And though they now no lightnings
| dart o | |

Yet ev’ry beam is full of love : |

And love is beauty’s deathless part,

[ts source, its soul, in realms above.

I know that all thy wishes, thoughts,

Affections, ‘hopes, are each mine own ;
Devoted even to my faults,
And prizing life for me alone.

Then wherefore should I e’er regret

Those times when thou wast cold to this;

When as our youthful glances met, .

I trembling snatch’d th’ unwilling kiss ?

Ah! now, within my faithful arms .

[ press thee with a fonder thrill ;

I see thy soul in fuller charms,

And think thy face unrivall’d still.
BENEVOLENCE ANB GRATITUDE.

O say what virtue of the great

Gives highest polish to their state!

Tis that which gladness can dispense

To sorrow, sweet Benevelence. P

O say what virtue cheers the bed,

And throws a lustre round the shed

Of Poverty, so low and rude ?

*Tis the mild bcam of Gratitude.

A PARAPHRASE ON I COR. xiil.

A sweetly modulated song can charm

But with a ceasing momentary note,

That steals upon the fancy as a beam

Emitted from thesun, by passing clouds

Soon overshadow’d ; darting fast away ;

As ether fading ; dying ere it warms.

"Tis as the tremulous ocean’s surging
wave ;—

Fleet as the sound which swells and
leaves the mind

With nothing to 1eflect upon,~no fond

Endearing thoughts,—~compared with
Charity,

Whose lc;pcn hand has never known the

iane - :

Of fraud ; whose lip hasuniformly worn

A simple, unassuming smile; whose
eyes

P’
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~ Are ever sparkling with a ray of joy.
- As Argus bhoasted of a hundred eyes,
Had I to boast a hundred fluent tongues,
With wisdom’s power and oratory’s
- charms | .
‘T'o aid them all, I have not any thing,
Unless I am possess™d of Charity. |
And though I understand all mysteries

And arts ; enjoy the gift of prophecy;
~ And haveall faith, so that I could re-

move |
The lofty mountain from its base; and
- have I o
The wisdom of an angel, without thee,
O Charity! I have not any thing.
And if the hungry every day 1 feed,
‘The naked clothe, the stranger welcome
| home, :
And throw my body to the flames, and
have o | |
Not Charity, it nought availeth me.

O Charity ! thou first best gift of heav’nj

Thou soother of the mind oppress’d with
care;
Thou balm for ev’ry woe; whose man-
A tle shrouds -
The aching heart from fresh assaults,
‘- and cures |
Affliction’s piercing pang; who long
o canst bear .
The storm of malice,—suffer envy’s
frown ; |
Art ever kind, rot vaunting with the
- .sound ' | -
Of pompous praige, nor yet indulging
. thoughts
Of self-congratulation ; carest not
For evil, but rejoicest in the ways
Of honesty andtruth, and bearest all;
Not worldiy disappointments, sicknesses,
Nor all the many failings of the mind,
Can move the heart that rests itself on
thee; - .
For thou endurest all; thy timely aid
Befriendeth all. Thou art the child
Of bounteous heaven, born to render
| man
KX step above the brute; to make him help
His needy neighbour ; pity the distress’d ;
Relieve th’ a'éictcd ; to forgive all those
Who erst have injur’d him. Thy aid
¢an bear

Poetry.

The sinking mind above the languid
wave; - -
Bind up th= achiny or the broken heart,
And soothe it to a fond forgetfulness.
The power of prophecy shail be with-
held, | ~
The fluent tongue be mute and cease to
-charm, . | ’
And knowledge useless as the transient
gleam . S
Which twinkles to the nighted traveller,
And soon, anon, is spent ;—but Charity
Abides secure, and pientifully yields
Her stores abundaat ; not repaying deeds

Of low deceit by frauding in return.

And now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity:
But Charity, the greatest, can redress
All woidly ills, and givé us what we
. seek o |
And ever wish—the sweets of happiness.
" Nov. 3, 1809. ~ N.E.Y.

. | 'SONNET. .
ON LEAVING THE PLA.E OF MY NATI~-
| . VITY. |
As here upon this mountain’s western
- side, o N |
I sadly linger, with a farewel-look
On the expanse below, fair nature’s

book ,

Of hill and valley far outstretched and
. ~wides | |
How many a sweet-remembered spot 1

trace,
Scenes of my playful, or my musing
‘ hours, | |
Where nature on the virgin fancy
pours . . L
Feelings and forms that time can ne’er
- efface.
And though when in the city’s crowd X
mix,

Dcar native vale! thy simple moun-
tain stream,
Green meads, woods, rocks, across my
“mingd will gleam
At eventide 3—yet ah ! no spot will fix
Within my heart like yon secluded
shade,
'That from the world conceals Maria,
beauteous mdid! |
Maan‘Jtﬂro Wo PD
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' MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS;

OR,

The Christian’s Survey of the Political World.

If thirty years ago a conversation had

been overheard, between two inconsider-
able persons,-a man and his wife, in a
miserable town of Corsica, fixing the
destinies of their chilaren, and giving an
empire to one, and kingdoms to others,
and representing the grandeur of their
future mweetings, with what contempt
would it not heve been received ! esp-ci-
ally when they at last spoke in humbler
strains, and one child was sent appren-
tice to a lawyer, another to a butcher,
and, so on, boys and girls were dismissed
to honest occupations, Yet what would
have excited laughter a few years back,
‘has within the.month excited the atten-
tion and astonishment of all Europe. A
meeting was held of the family of the
honest couple, to discuss a question, or
rather to hear the settlement of a ques-
tion, in which its august interests were
concerned. It was.a meeting of sove-
reigns, ar emperor, an empress, kings,
princes, princesses. They, who by the
common events of life would have filled
only inferior situations, now held the
state and titles of those, who thought
themselves entitled to them by a long
train of ancestry. Such was the decree
of Frovidence, and such is the lesson,
properly taught to vain man, who is too
apt to forget his origin in the dust of the
ground, and the mutual relation of all
men to cach other through a common
ancestor.

The pride of the Bourbon family has
been overthrown by a Corsican, and
the ceremonies of a palace are just as
well performed by the mew dynasty as
by the old. The common theatre in-
deed shows us, how easy it is to act
thilpageantry of royality ; but theseevents
call on us to reflect, with what ease God
raiseth up one family, and setteth down
another, that all flesh may fear before
him. What the ancestors of the Napo-
leon dynasty were forty years ago, the
ancestors of the Bourbons were at a.

more distant period ; for the king, who
now sitteth on the throne, and the beg-
gar who lies prostrate on the dunghill,
trace equally among their common an-.
cestors both kings and beggars. The
pride of wealth and power cannot bear
this reflection; yet it belongs toall, and
should teach-us all to look upon every
man a. a brother; and of ail mén, the
Christian _is least entitled to indulge in:

famiiy pride, since he confesses abedience

to a mastér, born in the humblest walks
of life, and who had not where to lay
his head. o " o

The Napoleon family met upon a very
important question, -the dissolution of
the marriage of its head 'No offspring
had resulted from the union, and the
emperor declared it to be necessary for
the welfare of his emvire thathe should
léave an he:r to the imperial throne. To
this proposal, the empress gave her full
assent, in expres:ions of the greatest gra-
titude to her hugband, who had so highly
exalted her, and to whose welfare she.
was willing to sacrifice every comfort of
life. ‘T'he detlarations thus made of the
married couple were noted down, and
carried on the following day to the se~
nate, where a decree was passed, thag
the marriage sHould be dissolved, and a
liberal allowance, together with the title,
of empress queen, should be confesred on,
the lady. Thus the senate has performed

‘the office of dissolving the bands of mag-

riage, has taken upon itself the task,
which forimerly was thought to belongs
only to the court of Rome; and thus
France has given another proof of ita
freedom from Popery. In this point of

view, the event becomes of importance,

and will be followed by material conse-
quences. Lvery thing that weakens the
prejudices in favour of Popery, tends to
the destruction of that system, and the
world has too often seen, that moral ties.
bend before the political interests of
princes.  Our parliament was just as
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complaisant to ch:lry the Eighth, as the
senate of France to Buonaparte; and,

where thereis great power, there will be

abject compliance.

" The French, however, look upon the

dissolution of the marriage tiein the
imperial house with great indifference :
they are more affected by the account
given of their internal and external rela-
tions under the name of the Exposé laid
" before the senate by qrder of government.
In this, the victories of France over its
enemies, and the more important victo-
ries over the face of the country, by the
- digging of canals, levelling hills, pierc-
ing through mountains,building bridges,
- ports and quays, are displayed with

~ great ostentation, but scarcely exceeding
the truth. Improvements in agriculture,
manufactures, arts, sciences, literature,
form a part of the relation ; and through-

out it appears, that no sovereignin Eu-

rope can vie with Buonaparte in atten-
tion to the splendour and comfort of his
- subjects.  But we were struck particu-

larly with two points, which affected re-

ligion in general,

‘and Popery in parti-
cular. D R

A very short article is dedicated to the

former subject, but it is complétely sa-
~ tisfactory. Government has not devi-
ated in itsrespect for conscience frem the
line,. which it had traced out for itself,
namely, universal toleration. What a
satire does not this convey upon the Pro-
testant governments of the world, which
émbarrass themselves with the foolish
disputes of a pack of priests, about
things they do not understand! On the
subject of the Pope, the Exposé dilates
very much. It dwells upon his protec-
tion of the English in his capital, on his
. acrimonious priefs, on the hatred of the
couri of Rome to that of France, on his

complaints of the principles of toleration

concsecrated in the Napoleon Code, on
his endeavour to sow divisions in thé em-
pir¢, in which he would have been suc-
cessful, had any impoitant battle been
Jost. From these facts, it was evidently
impossible to overcome the Pope’s ha-
tred, and there remained-only one of two
modes of conduct; either to create a pa-
triarch for France, or to destioy the
Pope’s sovereign temporality. The first
might have excited religious disputes,
the second was a right belonzing to the
imperial power. Neither the Pope, says
the Exposé very justly, nor apy other
pricst ought to enjoy any temporal sovg-

State of Public Affairs.

. we have left

s

reignty. Never shall the emperor ace
knowledye the right of the triple crown.

The emperor of France is thus a poli~
tical Protestant, and as a religious Pro-
testant, he does not fall much short of
the sovereigns, who go under that name,

though he acknowledges the spiritual’
mission given to the pastors of the church

by Jesus Christ, and which St. Peter and
his pious successors have so holily filled

to the great advantage of religion. We

do not know, whether the latter sentence
is intended for what the French call

‘a persifflage, or a jeer upon the Pope

and his adherents; but, if it is so, do

not let the Protestants triumph; for, if

the successors of Peter have been guilty
of cruelties, disgraceful to the Christian.
name, what Protestant church is there,
which has not sullied itself in the same

‘manner, and exercised whenever it could,

an abominable tyranny over those not
within its pale? o
The Pope’s temporal power being thus

cut off, and the threat of a patriarch

having been thrown out, we cannot
doubt, that the spiritual influence of the
Pope will be much abridged. His con-

sequence will be very little more during
the reign than that of an archbishop of

Canterbury ; but, whether it may not
revive, posterity must determine. The
serpent is scotched not killed. The ve-
nom stillremains. Whether he will have
even power again to spit it forth, as in
former ages, must be developed by fu-
ture history; but let us hope, that the
fruits of religious toleration may grow

up in France, that our catholic brethren -

may see the merits of Christians out of
their pale, and be inclined from thence
to make the Scriptures, not the articles
of fallible men, the rule of their con-
duct. :

Besides the princes of the im
house, other dependent kings and princes
had travelled to Paris, to pay their ho-
mage to their great patron. Most are
returned. The king of Holland remaigs,
and the destiny of his kingdom is not
settled. 1t is generally thought, that it
will be annexed to France,and the Dutch
being converted into Frenchmen, are to
diffuse a spirit of commerce over the
grand empire. A report has been made
to Buonaparte from that country, of the
damage sustained at Flushing, by our
attempts to demolish the port and ba~
sin; and it appears, that the materials

Echind , will nearly pay for

perial.
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- placing the whole inthe same situatios,
in which it was before we took possessien
ofthe place. It is easy to sink vessels,
where we please; but the art of man is
so improved, that it is not difficult to
- raise them after they have been sunk.
One of the vassal kings, by whose de-
endence the princess royal of England
13 become a queen, does not seem to
~have derived all the benefit that might
have been éxpected from -his visit to
France. If we may credit the papers,
he has issued a prohibition of all foreign
books in his dominions, which have not
received the royal approbation. Sucha
| stc¥,taken by a protestant prince, might
be looked upon almiost as an omen, of

what is to be expected throughout Eu-
In the

~ rope at a proper opportunity.
north, a question, of great importance

s agitating ; for the diet of Sweden are

considering, whether there is any ne-
cessity for an order of bishops. The
‘question is of course taken up very
warmly by the clergy, who see in the
abolition of this order, a diminution of
their interests. It is proposed, that the
duties, now discharged by the bjshops,
shall be performed by the deans of chap-
ters. This will probably be of great ad-
vantage to the country, and the¢ exam-
ple may be of use to this kingdom ; for,
as the king has recommended the state of
the inferior clergy to the consideration
of the present parliament, how can it
be better improved, than by appropriat-
ing the revenues of every see, as it be-
comes vacant, to their support, and di-
viding among the deans of the cathedrals
and collegiate churches, the duties, small
a}: they are now, performed by the bi-
shops. |
'lghe late king of Sweden has quitted
the country, and an ample allowance
will enable him to spend his days in
peace and comfort in Switzerland, which
1s supposed to be the appointed place of
his residence. Sweden itself 15 busy in
the regulation of its® government, and
recaiving theheir appointed to the crown,
and renewinyg its connection with the
countries, with which it was lately at
war. Russia has not been so successful
in the south as was expected. The
grand vizier has gained a decisive vic-
tory over her troops, and compelled
them to retire beyond the Danube. Still
we do not look upon €onstantinople as
safe.  ‘The French are pressing. on them
on their western limits ; and whenever
VOL. V,

Al

Buonaparte is prepared for the contest,
a pretext will casily be found for enter- -
ing their territories. At present, his
views are bent on Spain, and all the in-

‘telligence from that country proclaims

the defeat of their troopsind the distrac-
tion of their councils. The English have
quitted their country, and are taking u
their temporary residence in Portugal.
All Europe is expecting the moment of
Buonaparte’s departure from Paris, the,
consequent annihilation of the Junta, and
the arrangement of the peninsula. |
The American states have met in
congress, and the message of the presi-
dent complains of the conduct of our
ambassador, and the breach of all come -
munication with him ; at the same time
declaring, that an opening is left for &
fresh communication between the two
countries. The injuries to commerce

from the war are a great theme, and un«

der the apprehension of being compelled
to take pa-t in it, the Congress is called
on for prudence in deliberation, and thé
country for spirit in execution. In
every other respect, the states are flou~
rishing beyond the most sanguine expece
tation, and the neighbouring Indiins are -
improving in_civilization. The Ame-

~zicans are however suffering themselves

to sink into contempt, by falling into
the low and despicable. vice of duelling;
agaiost which, however, a good law is,
preparing, namely, that a duellist and
his second shall be incapable of e¢njoying
any post whatever under the govern-
ment. If a man cannot so far command
his passions, as to put up with a little
bad Janguage, without becoming judge,”
jury, and executioner, he is surely un-
fit to be trusted with any power, which
may atfect the life, liberty, and charac-
ter of his neighbouis. |
. Another quarter of the world has af-
forded some melancholy reflections to
England. The discontents of the mili-
tary in India have broken out into open
insurrection. From the relations given
by the governal-general; there are points
which the military cannot justify ; and
it remains for them to make out some
palliation for their corduct. ‘This is
supposed to be found in some arrange-
ments, which deprived the officers of
their accustomed pérquisites; but it is
difficult at this distance Zo form a judg~
ment on differences, which led to such
alarming consequences. _The insurrec~
tion i3 however at anend, but not til}

@
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after an engagement, in which some lives
were lost; butthe result of the court-
- martial on this occasion have not pub-
licly transpired. The governor-general
left Bengal for Madras, but every thing

was settled before his arrival, and he be-

stows great praise on the head of the lat-
ter department, for his conduct. This
affair will lead to an investigation of the
military system in India, whereare two
species of troops, the king’s troops and
- the forces of the East-India Company.
How far the claims of each can be made
to agree with the general welfare of the
whole, must be ascertained by those,
who have a full knowledge of our East-
Indian concerns, '

‘The diffcrences between the Common -

~Hall of London and the ministry are not
settled.

Hall entered into very strong resolutions,
- and ordered them to be presented to the

king by the sheriffs. Access was now
.denied to the king’s person. Thesheriffs
- made their report to the Common Hall,

which entered into stronger resolutions,

and very severe censures on the conduct
of ministers. The question is not easily
to be set at rest. The constitution, by
which the king is seated on the throne,
guarantees to the subject the right of pe-
titioning, but the mode is mot clearly
laid down. It is obviously ridiculous to

think, that the subjects’ right is allowed,

by an officer of state receiving the peti-
tion, unless it is ascertained, that the
petitionis afterwards laid befove theking,
In the most despotic governments on
carth, the sovereign rececives petitions

from his subjects ; but in a good ge--

vernment, it is the interest of both king
and people, that a clear mode should be
laid down, by which the pctitions of the
people should reach the ears of their so-
vereign, Thereis always a danger that,
if these petitions contain any thing un.-
pleasing to the ministers of the day,
they will guard against unwelcome
truths being carried tothe throne. 1In

our country we have a privy council,

and, if a minute were made of the read-
ing of the petition before the king, all
partics perhaps might have reason to be
satisned, ' \

'The parliament has metsy but the
king’s speech was read by commissioners.
‘The Austrian peace, the expedition to
Walcheren, the situation of Sweden, the
check ap Talavera, the necessity of as-

ett] A refusal having been given to”
‘the receipt of the petition, the Common

gorous inquiry.

State of Public Affairs.

sisting the Spaniards, and the interrup-
tion of the intercourse with America,
formed the topics for the general ad-
dress to the two houses.  'The.commons
were called upon for fresh supplies, with
regrets for this continued pressure on the
subjects.  Both houses were desired to
take'into their consideration the state of
the inferior clergy, encouraged with

flattering accounts of trade and revenue,

and exhorted to call out all theirstrength
end prudence  against the common
enemy. E .
"These subjects naturally excited very
warm debates in both houses. Lord
St. Vinecent spoke blunt, but very un-
welcome truths, and instead of praising
the expedition to Walcheren, as the mini-
sters had done in the speech, deciared,
that it had made us the laughing stock
of Europe, Lord Grenville enquired,
whether in fact there was at present a
government capable of authority, and of
inspiring confidence. Noble .ords would
he said do their duty ill, if they sepa-
rated without marking their sense of the
conduct ‘of ministers, not only at Wal-
cheren, and in Spain, but in every part
of the campaign that called for inquiry 2
they should pledge themselves to a ri-
' To justisy his position,
he entered into a long detail of the his-
tory of the war, which he concluded,
by moving an amendment to the pro-
posed address. Lord Sidmouth could.
vote for an address to remove ministers,
but “felt difficuities in voting for an
amendment, as it prejudged a question
to be hercatter ‘brought before them.
Liord Harrowby justified ministers.
Earl Grey made a most severe phillipic
against them. “The address was merely
an echo to the speech, and the amend-

ment was similar to that in the House of *

Commons: for the former were 154
votes, tor the latter 92, a very great
number for that house, and portending
a strong opposition to-administration,
In the commons, the address was
moved by Lord Bernard, and scconded
by Mr. Peele. Lord Gower moved, as
an amendment, that the house sees with
sorrow and indignation expeditions un-
dertaken, in”which our resources were
lost, and our troops sacrificed in enter-
piises, the consequences of which were
most injurious, producing no other effect
than the exposure of our councils to the
derision of our enemies ; that now-the
house demands, as the only atonement
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to an injured_and insulted people, that
the most rigorous inquiry into such dis-

graceful expeditionsshould be instituted.

‘This amendment was seconded by Mr;

Ward, who wondered, that after such a

series of unexampled calamities, the mi-

nisters, over the greater part of whom

the terrors of impeachment were im-

pending, should dare to remain in office,

Against the enemy every operation of

their’s proved abortive ; it was only in

their attacks upon friends, as at Copen-

hagen, that their measures were not

characterized by failure. But how could

it be otherwise, when the time which

ought to have been employed in the

public service, was devoted to dark

Machiavelian intrigues, and in devising

schemes for parceiling out the public

departments.  Mr. Ward then went’
into a detail of the different expeditions,
but he attributed all the calamities and
disasters he complained of to the house :
they were the consequence of the mea.-
sures of men after its own heart, men
that would fill up the pecrage in reward
of useless victories, and send out forces
to treacherous or unwilling allies, whilst
they exhausted the means of our own de-
fence at home. Lord Kensington could
not concur with either address or amend*
ment, the latter pledging the house with-
out sufficient inquiry.  Mr. Lushington
“imputed the. failuresin Spain not to mi-
nisters, but to the Spaniards themselves,
and reprobated the refusal of the persons
invited to accede to his majesty’s coun-
cils, Mr. B. Bathurst could not support
cither the address or amendment. M.
Ponsonby vindicated the amendment,
stating, that the situation of the country
was perilous in the extreme, and these
facts not only warranted, but compelled
the house to institute an inquiry into the
causes of its calamities.

Lord Castlereagh professed to court
inquiry, vindicated Lord Wellington,
stating that the Dutch expedition was
intended as a coup de main against the
French naval force at Antwerp, but of
itsfailure his peculiar situation prevented
him from speaking, but his own concern
" init he wished to be submittedto the most

LY
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rigorous examination, Mr. Canning was
anxious for inquiry, where it would not
be prejudicial to the interests of the
country; and he should suspend his opi-
nion on the propriety of it, till proper

documents had been laid before parlia-

ment. As to a particular affair, (namely
his own base conduct, and the conse=
quent duel,) he thought, that the dignity
aud the decency of the house, and the
respect due to the feelings of individual

members, should prevent the discussion
of such a subject, into which no provo-
cation whatever should induce him to
enter. Mr. Whitbread properly replied
to the last speaker, that he had to an-
swer to the country, why le suffered

his antagonist to remain in office, when

he was so convinced of his defects, and B
he trusted that this would on a future

day be made the subject of substantial
inquiry, and answers should be extorted
from him en his conduct. He then en-
tered into the conduct of the war, and

‘spoke with the utmost contempt of the

ministry, than whom, considering their
ignorance, imbecility, bigotry, or the
fate with which providence visits their
measures, our enemy, had he the nomi-
nation, could not select men more suit-
able to his ends, or more pernicious to
our interests. Mr. Perceval defended
his measures ; lamented that his offers
to the opposition were not accepted, and
stated that his present situation was not
his own choice, but he thought himself
‘bound in duty not to desert his sovereign
in times of extraordinary emergency.
‘The house divided, when thergappeared
for the amendment a hundred and sixty
seven, against it two hundred and sixty
three. .

“The violent language on the conduct
of ministers was naturally to be expected.
The division did not surprise any one.
The appearance and conduct of the two
duellists, Lord Castlereagh and Mr.
Canning, fermed a marked feature in
the present session. No symptoms ap-
peared in either of contritionfor their
dishonourable conduct, for their dere-
liction of duty to their God, their king,
and their country,

OBITUARY.

1809. May 20. At Rochester, where He was bora in London, in the year
he had been the minister of the Presby- 1741. At a very early age, hc wae
terian congregation for 35 years, the sent into Scotland for education, where
Rev. JOHN ALEXANDER, aged 68. he resided seven years. Upon bis return te
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~ England, he was entered at the académy
in London, under Dr. Jennings. He

often spoke with peculiar satisfaction of

his fellow-pupils, at this pericd; among
whom, if the writer’s memory do not
fail him, he used to reckon Dr. Savage

and Dr. Kippis, besides Dr. Toulmin, of
Birmingham, Mr. Pickhourn, of Hack-

ney, and other eminent men now living.
On leaving the academy, he went to
reside with'a Mr. Hopkins, as his chap-
lain, in which situation he continued
“about eight years, when Mr. Hopkins’s
death broke up the connection. He was
now invited to Rochester, where, after

being' ordained at Crutched Friars, Lon-

~ don, Sept. 28, 1774, he finally settled.

For several years after his settlement,

“he was very much followed by the po-
liter part of the citizens; though latterly,
from deaths and other causes, his audi-

- tory was by no means such as was to

have been expected from his talents arid
merits.—He was an affectionate husband
~and a sincere friend. His cheerfulness

was proverbial; it was this feature of

his character that made him so much

esteemed by the young. His vivacity

might sometimes appear to strangers to
be extrayagant; but such as knew him

intimately were pleased with it, as being
the effect of a happy temperament of

body, and being always united with pu-
rity of heart. His literary acquisitions
were very considerable.  During some
part of his life, he turned these to ac-
count by the tuition of youth., As a
minister, he was punctual and diligent.
He very seldom omitted preaching twice
on the Lord's day, even when at last
his eongregation was reduced to a very
few persons. In sentiment he was pro-
bably an Arian; but his spirit was truly
Catholic. Be showed an extreme aver-
sion to bigotry in all parties ; but main-
tained a friendly intercourse with the
clergy, his neighbours, and with sensible

Intelligence.—~Civil and Religious State of America.

and good men of various persuasions.

A widow surviveshim, to whombelongs-

the happiness of reflecting that her assi-
duities made his last days easy and com-
fortable. He has left no issue. He was
interred in the burial-ground belonging
to the Dnitarian Baptists, at Chatham. -
"October 29. Mr. RICHARD
THOMAS, at Hafod, South Wales.
He was'born in the year 1739. His pa-
rents were honourable members of the
Particular Baptist church, then meetin;
at Newcastle, but since removed to Pon=
teg. ¥e made a profession of religion
whilst young, and was for a long time .
a sineere and zealous Calvinist. About
nine years ago, however, a change took
place in his religious views, which led

‘him eventually into the Upitarian doc-

trine, of which he became an ornament
and an advocate. Last autumn he fell
into a decline, which brought on his
death. In his illness, he felt and ex-
pressed the most cordial satisfaction and
delight in his opinion of the divine cha-
racter.. On his dying bed, he wasal-
ways exhorting his fellow christians to
be zealous and faithful in the cause of
rational christianity; saying, it would
be a great comfort to them in the hour

-of death, as it was to him, through the

infinite goodness of the God of love.
‘Though reduced at length to a mere .
skeleton, his religious ardour and joy
never abated. He would sometimes
raise his head and say, “ What joyful
news is the gospel ! life and immortality!
are brought to light by the gospel.
shall yet put on immortality; thanks be
to God.” Thushe continued happy and
cheerful till he fell asleep in Jesus, in a
full assurance of a glorious resurrection
at his coming.” He was buried at Pon=
teg meeting-house, Oct. 30, where Mr.
B. Philips preached a funeral sermon, on
the occasion, to a large and mournful
audience.
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[EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM VERMONT, NORTH AMERICA.]
Ci1VIL J_\ND RELIGIQUS STATE OF AMXRICA.

On the 8th of May, I set off with my
wife in my one-horse chaise for Connec-
ticut. In two days we reached Hart-
ford, which is 85 miles from bhence.
On the x1th the clection took place,

when it is publicly declared who is cho-
sen governor, licutenant~-governor, and
who are the twelve counsellors. They
are chosen by the States at large. The

votcs arc given for all in the same day,
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and in the parishes where the voters
live. Bribery is not known'there, nor
does any one offer himself as a candi-
date for any office. Should any one
presume to do that, for that reason he
would not be chosen. All that serve in
public offices are called to them by the

suffrages of the people. The votes thus

taken in the several parishes, a copy of
them is sent to Hartford to be all count-
ed over again, that it may be known. in
whose favour the majority of the whole
lies. . The governor, the lieutenant-go-
vernor, and the twelve counsellors, are
called the upper house. . . The represent-
atives are all chosen at the same time,
in the several parishes, separately. The
smallest. parishes send one, some of the
larger two members. - Their number is
about two hundred ; they are called the
lower house. They are chosen every
half year, and meet alternately at New-
Haven and Hartford. The salaries of
all their public offices are very small.

The governor came to Hartford the
‘day. before the election in the common
stage, without any attendants (not even
a servant) excepting that a few gentle-
men went about 10 miles to meet him.

A small party of the military, with a
multitude of the people, met him at the
" river, to conduct him to town. On
the election day, the votes being count-
ed, and publicly declared in the state-
house, the procession [to the meeting-
house] began. It extended more than a
quarter of a mile. A band of music
went before, then two companies of the
governor’s guards, (called the militia)
all in uniform ; the governor, the lieu-
tenant-governor, the counselors, the
representatives, above one hundred cler-
gymen, a long train of citizens, with
another band of music. ‘There was a
party of horse parading on each side of
the procession. The meeting doors
were kept shut till the procession began
to enter, and as they took their seats,
the congregation in general followed
and took theirs.  The place seats 1500
people ; there must have been 2000, as
great numbers stood all the time. One
clergyman toaok the whole service, which
was serious, but nothing extiapordinary.
The music, vocal and instrumental, was
excellent 3 there were one hundred per-
former . |

‘After the service was over, the com-
pany. scpasated, for dinner. The cleigy
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on election day have a dinner provided
for them at the expense of the state. %
was of course invited to dine with them,
but I rather chose to dinme with Dr.
Strong, the minister of the parish; one
of the ablest, mcst pious, laborious, and
successful ministers that I know.

There was the largest collection ‘of
people at Hartford that I have seem
since I came into this country. Nothing
of the kind could be conducted with
greater order and regularity. [did not
see one man -intoxicated, nor hear one
oath, nor do I think one was uttered. I
heard of one man being in liquor, but
he was clapt into prison, and there kept
till the effect of his excess was gone off,
At ten o’clock at night the streets were
perfectiy quiet. Governor Trumbull is
a polite, conversible, and sensible man,
about sixty years of age.®* 1 was often
in his company, and went with him to

‘a country box belonging to his son-in-

law, Nr. Wadsworth, with whom [
have been well acquainted from my firse
coming. intg the country. It standson
a high mountain about 9 miles. west of

‘Hartford, and commmands 3 most exten-

sive prospect. It is fitted up in imita-
tion of the gothic style.

- I preached on the sabbath at Hartford
and as the governor and assembly were’
there, the congregation was large, !
The steeple of the new meeting is much
admired by connoisseurs. Hartford con-
tains from 3 to 4,000 people. There
are two. congregational meetipgs; an
episcopal church, and a, small. Baptisg
society. Dr. Strong’s is by far thalarg-
est. The governor, and many of. their

- leading: characters, are not only. men of

sobricty and.integrity, but also of exeme
plary. piety. The whole state containg
about ;00,0c0 peoble, and is. like aone
well-regulated and religiousfamily.
The lieutenant-governor Treadwellis,
I am toid, a singular character. Hgq
was originally a tin pedlar. Happening |
to be out disposing of his wares in a place
where¢ a court was sitting, he went in
to satisfy bhis curiosity, in seeing and
hcaring what was going forward. He
listened with great attention to the evie
dence of the witnesses, and the plead.
ings of the lawye's, till the cause wag
detes mined, when he exclaimed -hat gne
of the lawycrs did not know wha¢ he
was .about, and that he bimseif copld
have sct the cause in a clearsy and justop

*. He is since dead,
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~light. Being then very young, he was
determined to study the law, and has
been many years an attorney of di tinc-
tion, always maintaining the character
of a man of good talents and unble-
mished integrity, fearing the face and
being swayed by the opinion of no man.
- There are eight coilegesin N. E  [n
consequence, allthe professi.ns are fu'l.
‘There is now aflood of young preachers,
who are riding about in all directions to

get employment.—Four ofthese colleges

New Publications.

have been established within thelast 16
years. ‘they have all the power of con-
ferring doctorates, and of course we have
doctors of divinity in great numbers. If
a minister i= nearly superannuated, he is
almost sure to be made a doctor, as if it

~was thou; ht a necessary ‘passport to the
‘grave.

Some have been so honoured to
their great mortification.  But there is
no redress, as the first hint a minister
has of it, is from the public papers.

P

Moatian - el = Ak P S - Lo

—————

A COMPLETE LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS ON MORALS AND

THEOLOGY, IN JANUARY, 1810.

x. Select List. B
The Virtuous Claims of Humanity.—.
<A Sermon, preached in the Chapel, at
Mill-Hill, on Sunday, Neév. 19, 1809,
for the Benefit of the General Infirmary,
Leedsc By Thomas Jervis. 1s. 6d.

- A Sermon delivered at the Old Mcet- |

ing-House, Walthamsstow, Dec. 10,
1809, on occasion of the Death of Mrs.
- Hannah Cooke. To which is annexed,

an Address delivered on her Interment,
“in Bunhill Fields, Dec. 5, 1809. By E.

Cogan. 8vo. : -

Christ’sDemand of Attention and UUn-
derstanding, illustrated in a Sermon,

preached Nov. 26, 1809, to a congrega--

tion of Protestant Dissenters, in St. Sa-

viour-Gate, York. By William Tur-

~ ner. 8vo. -

- Discourses and Dissertations on the
Scriptura) Doctrines of Atonement and
Sacrifice; and on the principal Argu-
ments advanced, and the mqode of Rea-
soning employed, by the Opponents of
those Doctrines, as held by the Esta-
blished Church: with an Appendix,
containing some Strictures on Mr. Bel-
sham’s Account of the Unitarian Scheme,
in his Review of Mr. Wilberforce’s Trea-
tise. A mnew edition, enlarged. By

- William Magee, D. D. Senior Fellow of
Trinity Colloge, and Professor of Ma-
thematics in the University of Dublin.
2 vols. 8vo, 1l. -
2. Publications relating to the Fubilee, Oct.

25> 1809. .

-[Continued from Voi.iv. p. 903, 4.]

Fubilee Sermons.

Religion and Loyalty united; a Dis-
course addressed to the Congregation
assembling in Queen Street, Sheflield.
By James Boden. 1s.

Devout Loyalty; a Sermon delivered
at the Dissenters’ Meeting-EHoause, An-

Observations upon,

gel Street, Worcester. By the Rev,

G. Oslorn, Pastor of the Society. 1s.
‘The Duty of Britons to God and their

King; a Sermorn delivered at Ponder’s

End. By John Knight. 1s.

3. Sermons in Volumes.

Sermons altered and adapted to the
English Pulpit, from the French Writ-
ers; to waoich areadded, Forms of, and
Parish Registers,
By Samuel Partridge, M. A F. S. A,
Vicar of Boston. Vol. 1i. 8veé. 8s. |

Lectures on our Lord’s Sermon on the
Mount. By James Brewster, Minister
at Craig. 8vo. 10s. 6d. ‘ |

Sermons on various Subjects, selected
and improved from Archbishop Tillot-
sen’s Works, addressed to the Younger
Clergy, and earnestly recommended to
their attention, as affording some of the
best specimens of Pulpit Kloquence in
this, or perhaps, any other language.
By the Rev. R. R. Balderstone, Curate
of Wencle, Cheshire, 8vo. 8s. -

. 4. Single Sermons.

A. Sermon, preached before his Grace
the Archbishop of Yosk and the Clergy,
at Malton, at the Visitation, August
1809, by the Rev. Sydney Smith, A.M.
Rector of Foston, Yorkshire. 2s.

Preparation for the Hely Order of-
Priests; or, Words of Ordiration and
Absolution explained; in a Charge, de~
livered previously to an Ordination.
By G. I Huntingford, D.D. F.R. S,
Bishop of Gloucester and Warden of
Winchester College. 23 6d.

A Sermon on Baptism, occasioned

by the Administration of that Ordi-

nance to 2 number of Infants in Provi-
dence Chapel, Coventry, Sunday, Oct.
1,X309. By the Rev. John Eagleton. 1.

Evangelical and Pharisaic Righteous~
ness 3 being a Sermon preached before
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the University of Cambridge, on- Nov.
2,6, 18c9. By the Rev. Charles Simeon,
M. A. Fellow of King’s Coliege. 1s.

5. Controversy. |
- An Inquiry into the Moral Tendency
of Methodism and Evangelical Preach-
ing ;3 including some Remarks on the

 Hints of a Barrister. By William
Burns.  gs. | o
An Appeal to the Public; or, a Vin- P

dication of the Character of Mr. William
Hale, from the Calummniou; Aspersions
of the Reviewer in: the Evangelical Ma-
gazine : with a Candid Statement of
Objections against the London Female
Penitent:ary. By John Thomas, '‘astor
of the Independent Church at Founder’s
- Hall, Lothbury., 8vo. 2s.6d =
The Validity of Baptiom by Sprink-
ling, and the Rights of Infants to that
Ordinance, supported and defended ;
in Two Discourses. . By D. Osgood,
D. D. To which is added, A Church
of God déscribed, &::. in Two Dis-
courses. By Joseph Lathrop, D. D.
Charlestown printed ; London reprinted.
32mo. 3s. 6d. boards. | . -
6. Education. |
An Inquiry into the Best System o
Female Education; or, Boarding School
and Home Education attentively consi-
dered. By ]J. L. Chirol, one of his Ma-
jesty’s Chaplains at the French Royal
Chape:, St. James’s Palace. 8vo. gs.
The New School ; under the Society
for bettering the Condition of the Poor :
being an attempt to illustrate its prin-
ciples, detail and advantages. By Thos.
Bernard, Esq. 2s.6d. ‘

N,

. 7.  Poetry.

Philemon : or, The Progress of Vir-
tue, a Poem. By William Lawrence
Brown, D.D. Principal of Marischal
College and U niversity, Aberdeen, &c.

John the Baptist , a Prize Poem, re-

cited in the Theatre, Oxford, in the year
1309. 8vo. 1s. ¢
NOTICES

A Proclamatien has been issued by
the King, for a GENERAL FasT, to be
observed in England, op Wednesday the
28th of February, and in Scotland, on
Thursday the st of March.

Dr. Aixkin has in the press, in two
8vo, volumes, Memoirs of the Life of
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Peter Danmiel Huet, Bishop of Avranches,
translated from the original of Huet
himself, with the addition of copious
notes, critical and biographical. '

B. Boorarovp has in the press an
Heerew BisLe, with the chief various
readings of Kennicott and De Rossi and
the antient versions, intended to com-
rise whatever is useful and interesting
to the biblical scholar and critic, in the
above works. The text followed is that
of Kennicott, and the poetical parts will
be divided into distichs in like manner.

‘English notes accompany the text, se-

lected from the best antient or modern

English or forcizn bibiical eritics, de-

signed to obviate the difficulties, throw

light on the obscurities, and harmonize

the discordances, which occur in the He-
brew Scriptures. | |

- A Collection of the late Bp. Por-
TEUS’s Works is preparing by his rela-
tion, Mgr. Hopcson, Rector of St.
George’s, Hanover Square; to which
will be. prefixed the Life of the Author,
founded on the miost authentic materials,

Mr. Mudford has comp]eféd his

‘TransLATiON of BousseT’s Life of

Fenclon.— A biography of that great.
man has long been a desideratum in
English literature. There is no life of
him in our own language, and there
bad been only brief and superficial ones
in the French, until M. Bousset prepared
the present one, in three volumes 8vo.
from . original manuscripts of Fenelon
and others. It contains an interesting
account of the controversy about Quiet--
ism, which was carried on with such ve-
hemence betwéen Fenelon and Bossuet 3
and likewise much information that will
be acceptable to the scholar, and to
every admirer of the Archbishop of
Cambray. -

Mr. CuMBERLAND’s poem on the.
Death of Christ, has not been to be pro-.
cured for some time ;3 but we understand
that a new edition (being the seventh)
1s now nearly finished printing.

In the Press, The SCRIPTURE ATLAs,
or a Series of Maps, intended to illus=~
trate the Holy Scriptures of the Old
and New Testament, to be neatly co~
loured and half baund.
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Several Letters have been received b the ]tdxtor, relative to Mr. Aspland’s
proposed COLLECTION OF HyMNs ForR UNITARIAN Worsaip, for which the
writers are requested to accept of that gentleman’s thanks. Any further commu-
nications on the same subject W111 be acceptable, »

The Treasurer of the UNiTaRiAN FuNnD has received, on behalf of Mr. Gla-
burne’s New Meeting-House, at Sobam, Cambridgeshire, _
From the congregation of Protestant Dissenters, at Chowbent, near |
. Manchester, [ Mr. Davies, Minister, ] - - - - L12 10s
‘The building is in considerable forwardness, and will be opened in the spring.

The Comrmttee of the CurisTIAN TrAcT SocieTy desire to return their
thanks to the anonymous writer of the Tract, entitled, ¢¢ The Returning Pro-
digal,” which they have adopted. They submit to the ingenious author, whom
they have no means of addressing, but through the Monthly Repository, whether
a Seumd Purt of the Tale might not be drawn up, dstIaymg to advantdge the
pleasures of a return to the paths of virtue. |
o~ — - P ——

The following communications are intended for publication: ueries to Mr.
Marsom, on the pre-existence of Christ.— Q_lestlon to Mr. Al]chln, on Philoso-
phical Necessity..——Democritus’ Doubts on the subject of Philosophical Free-Will.
~—An Unitarian on the Decline of Presbyterian Congregations.—W. W. on the
same~—V. F.’s Introductory Address on the Administration of the Lord’s Supper
to a sick person.—A New Subscriber, on passages in Dr. Priestley’s Letters to a
Philosophical Unbeliever.—Mr. Higmai’s Apology for Natural Rehgxon.--A- |
Disciple of the Old School, on Chr1stlan Idolatry, Letter 2. ) |

oo

'The writer of the Defence of the Quakers will find the ground ‘pre- occupred in
the ‘present number, by Pacificus, whose second letter will appear in the next.

t « A Dissenter” will, we trust, agree with us, that the« Churchman sRcasons
were suﬂicmntly exammed in the Suj)j)lement |

-~

B. D.’s « Letter to the Editor of the MCthOdlSt Magazme, .would not, we
fear, be perfectly intelligible to our teaders, without the rc-publxcatxon of the ar-
ticle on which it 1s founded.

D.S. on 1 John v. 7. isreferred to the First Volume of our- work, p. 297.
where he will find demonstrative evidence that the passage in questlon is an inter-

lation - | -
<« The Friendly Adzeu,” a poem, wants nothmg but poetry to recommend it.

Whant of room obliges us to postpone the Review of Jubikee Sermons, and the
insertion of various articles of Obituary and Intelligence, : |

We have received a packet of Unitarian Tracts from America,. of which an ac-

ceunt will be given in the ensuing number, in which also will appear; A Memoir
of Creliius, Original Letters of Dr. Hartley s« &cC. &c.

Our corrcspnndcnts are apprised, that we cannot pronuse to insert any articles
of Obituary, or [ntelhgence, or any Literary Noticas, which are not sent .to the
Editor at the I rinter’s, on or before the 20th of the month. Advertisements and
bills for the Wrapper, mu-.tbe delivered to the printer on or before the 25th. A
new arrangement having been made with the ughshcrs, by which advertisements
will be, in future, for the benefit of the Work the publxc are informed, that the
Editor will hereafter exercise his discretion as to the propricty of inserting any
which may be presented. Lottery advertisements are absolutely excluded.

* % The SurpLEMENT to Vol. 1V, concluding that volumé, was pubhshed in
the course of the month,





