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To the Editor of the Monthly Repository .
Birmingham) Dec. 199 1809.

sir ,
It isj I presu me^ well -known ,

in the literary world, that the
learned Dr. Middl eton , though
he had expressly and repeatedly
declared himself a sincere Chris -
tiaj *, yet, on account of the free-
<^oiti »f hiB inquiries, and the at~ ,
tack he made on some higli poin ts
of orthodoxy and churchism, was
changed with infidelity and deism.
That very respectable writer* Dr.
William Harris , the author of
several historical works, whose
regards and friendship I enjoyed
/or some years in the early part
of'my -public life, had in his pos-
session a MS. of Extracts from
Letters of Dr. Middleton to his
friend and jpatron, Lord Harvey 3
which were handed about to sup-
port the invidious charge. Dr.
Harris once referred to them , and
quoted a passage from them in
his Life of Charles II. and he
obliged me with, a permission ,
without any restrictions, to take

a copy of them. As the paper
appears to me to be a curi ous li-
terary morceau from *the pen of
one of the greatest scholars of his
day5 it seems worthy of being
preserved , and of having a place
in a Miscellany devoted to free
inquiry . Far , be it from me to

K hand it to the public as a proof
of the invidious calumny, to which
the extracts it contains were origi-
nally meant to give credit. The
weakness of the proof , the incon-
clusiveness of the construction put
on them, is obvious. But they
do show the perplexities and dif-
ficulties created to.an i nvestigator
of truth , when he is hampered
and restrained in his pursuits by
human creeds and a rel igious
establishment. It raises our pity
and excites our ind ignation to see
great learning and fine talents
cramped and restrained , in a 1U
beral tlirfectioti of them ; the
mind pf tq aj iL to t hink , and still
more fearful to avQw what it
thinks . When, when will it once
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Extracts of Letters f rom Dr. Middlet on to Lord Harvey, communi-
cated by kit? Lordship 's Brother to the Rev. Mr.- Talbot y of Kyne-
ton, in Warwickshire.

Jul y i, 1733 .
It is my misfortune to have had so

ear ly a taste of Pa gan sense, as to mak£
me very squeamish in my Christian
studies *

Aug. 35, 1733 .
I had pleased myself with the thou ghts

of spending one day philosophically with
Chubb.

Sept . 15, 1733.
The Orthodox think to tame me, as

they do wild beasts , by sufferin g- me to
take no rest : but I shall have the grace
still to follow my own reason , in spite of
all their nonsen se ; and am more than k-
ful to God for what / do not believe thaii
for what I do : in the one , I may possi-
bly be biassed by custom 3 authority, in-
terest ; but the other is the trium ph of
reaso n over preju dices that involve the
rest of mankin d. If I am so happy as
to please by my performances , &c. 1 can
only say, ' ecce opus manuum tuarum ; an
inviolable attachment to her majesty and
her family, is the only merit and virtue
that I preten d to.

Oct . %i , 1 733-
Dr , Berriman 's Preface is void of all

candou r and good sense. Dr. Wate r-
lan d's ts . Importance of the Doctrine of the
Trin ity," is a surpr ising piece of non-
tense and irre ligion,

Augt. 10, 1734.
Sund ay is my only day of rest , but not

of liberty ; for I am bound to a double
atten dance at church to wipe off the
stain of infidel ity; when I have reco-
vered my credit , in which I make daily
progres s, I may use more freedom ; but
at pres ent the subj ection I am under of
keep ing all form s, obliges me to put an
end to your lordshi p 's trouble.

J uly 37, 1735.
I like (speaking of Hoadl y's " Plain

Account"), both the design and the doc-
tr ine, as I do ever y design ̂  of ( reconcil-
ing religion with reason , or where tha t
may not be done , of briifri 'rig them as
near together as possible. His enemies
will insu lt J iU» with tfcc charge of le*-

2 Extracts of Letters of Dr. M iddlet on's.

sen ing Christian piety ; but the candid
will see that he onl y seeks to destroy a
superstitious devotion , by establishing
a rational one in its place* But , as by
throwin g down the shrines and altars of
the chureh , he will raise no small stir
amon g the men ef •raft , I rejoice much
with your lordshi p that he hath secured
the good castle of Farnham for a retreat *

Feb. x i , I735-6'You would advise him {the Bishop of
Winchester ) to waste no more of his
time in controve rsy, which , generall y
speaking, means no more at the best ,
than to make p lausible to iveak men,
¦what is contemptib le to men of sense.

• March 30, 1736 .
[On Mr , Fox'sy now Lor d llchester 's

wedding. ]
This happy event will convince him>

that what ever else may be found there ,
matche s at least are made in heaven .

Sept. 13, 1736,
The slumberers in stalls suspect me

very unjustl y of designs against their
peace ; for tho' there are many thin gs
in the church which I wholl y dislike,
yet while I am content to accquiesce in
the ill9 I should be glad to taste a littl e
of the good, and to have some amend s
for that ugly  Assent and consent * which no
man of sense can appr ove. We read 6£
some of the earlies t of Christ 's disciples,
-who followed him not for his works ,
"but for his loaves and fishes. These were
certainl y blameable , because they saw his
miracles ; but to us, who had not the
happiness to see the one, it may be al-
lowed to have some inclination for the
other. Your lordshi p knows a certa in
prelate , who with a yery low notion of
the church and most sacred bread , hat h
a very high relish 3 and a very lar ge
share , of the temporal. My appetite to
each is equally moderate , and would be
satisfied with any thing alm ost but mere
emptiness. 1 have no pret ensions to riot
in the feast with the elect, but with the
9inner only in the gospel, to gather up_
the crumbs that fafl from the cable.

be, that dunces will not derive
authori ty to thei r censures, nor
bigots a sanction to thei r calum-
nies, from the terror and injunc-

tions of civil establishments of
religion ?

. ¦ I am, Sir,
Your constant reader,

JOSHUA TOULMIN.



Letter VI I I.
Limes f reet , ^uly  29, 173 2.

To Mr * Say.
My dear frien d and bro.

*Tis so long since I heard from you ,
that a lette r was very welcome. 1 live
so little in London , that I have nearl y
forgot ye place where I lue to send little
packets for you to your sisters ; will you
tell me again where to send for you , and
whether you have the 3 last that I have
published , (viz.) Revivall of Religion,
and Scr iptur e Histor y, or Miss Abney 's
Funerall Sermon . Mr.Ham by shall be
considere d when we come to receive ye
appointed legacy of Mr. Hop kins , and I
hope also, Mr. Robinson 3 Cha plin , Ras-
trick : but the will havin g been sent
throu gh the land in newspapers , mul-
tiplies our petitioners ; and ye long delay
of paym*. will still encrease ym so far ,
that I fear ye divisionall shares will be
small. You were desire d to direct to Dr.
Scott , because your letter is an enforce -
ment of his bro r s . at Norwich , and I
suppose, to save my charg e, w°h was
not worth their noti ce. Since this was
wr itten I received your Jetter by Dr.
Hunt , wch stands recorded in nly list.

Now let me speak a word abou t your
own affairs , since I suppose you may be
returned from Yarmouth. I mu ch ap-
prove of your reas oning : TV* has
ye God tf y e Deists done J ib: man ? And
again , An eternal I 'world universally mise-
rable is inconsistent, &c. But ye God of
ye Chr istians has done something ; yetye ex-
tent of  it is narrow. Well : hut I lately
read in a book entitled the Strength ^nd
Weakness of Human Reason, some at-
tempts toward s ye solution of this diffi-
culty, I own 't is ye best I have seen ; but
I wish 1 had a better. If you have not
seen it I will send it you , ifit be not
quite out of print and not to be bought.
But as you remark , the Deistical i writ-
ers give a stubborn and obstinate misre-
presentation of ffacts. ' -

I own with you , that ye whole connexi-
on of ye O. and N. T. make s up such a
harmon y as greatl y confirms both ancien t
and later re velation . Mr. fForster (Fos-
ter ) has shock 't some about his opinions ;
I am glad you stand unmoved. Go od,
dear ffriend , with me to practice the du-
ties of natu ralL and reveale d relign. but
to fix your hope on revelation. Blessed
be God for " the hope of eternal life by
faith in a Savior for guilty creatures who
have deserved death ! This ffoundatio n
-will stand if reason be our guide , ffor I
think reason honestl y pursuing " truth will
find sufficient evidences for ye L hristian
and J ewish re velati on. May ye ru les of
ye gospe l be observe d by us, (viz.)
fFaith , hope, diligence in duty, humi lity
under a sense of sin, and trust in par -*
donin g mercy, thro ' ye Son of God ye
mediator , and we may ventur e our eter "
nali inter ests upon ye gospell ; nor shall
we be disappointed of our best hope if
we found nothin g at last but ye God of
ye Deists to depend upon and his favour *
This is y* happ iness of y^ Christian sidet
of the controvers y. flfarewell , dear
fFriend , and believe that I ta ke nothing
afn iss, resent nothi ng at your hands , and
that I shall be glad to receive a line now
and then from you , if it be but to tell
me that you are in peace. Grace be ever
-with you and your s. &/l y  salutations
attend Mrs. Say and y our dau ghter.
My health I than k God is much as it
has been these 7 year s past. Seldom
ill , but always weak ; but Prov idence
te lls me I am mortall and must dye—
for it has pleased God Jast Lr u * day
morning to remove her that ' bare me
awa y from this world. 82 years she bad
endured ye fati gues of life . JM y fFather
of the same age is left behind. God give
us all a happy meeting in a better state .

1 am , dear b ro.
Yours affectionat ely,

J. WATT S.

* Mr. Say was now at Ipswich, where he first receive d ordina tion. It is ob-
served by Mr. S. S. Toms , that Dr. Watts 's letters to him before he was an or-
daine d minist er , were directed to him as a plain minister of the gosp el, but aftor
that perio d, he denominated him Revtrend. 3£»,
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LETTE R IX,
To Mr . Say.

Sept. 7, 1732.
Dear Sir,

I have been very speedy you see in
sending what I promised , and a few
others for your ivi£e and daug hter. I
suppose the Scripture History must be-
long to Miss also. What you find amiss
in it be so free as to let me know, Mr.
Corbet 's Self Enq uirys , distribute them
&s you think good.

I'me much of your mind y * ye want
cf success in preaching ye gospell to br ing
ye souls of men to holiness , is one great
reaso n or occasion of ye infidelity of ye
age. Never since ye apostles days
were equal l argum 18. for Christ ianity
produ ced as this age has produ ced. All
y« ffathers of ye 10 first centuries n ever
•nawer 'd ye objections of infidells so hap-
pily, nor indeed did they find such acute
objectors ; and yet these sons of wit and
unbel ief have 'been solidly refuted by

JL ETTE R X.
To Mr. Say.

Lime Street, Nov. %o. 1732*
Dear Sir ,

I think 'tis at least ten weeks ago y*
I sent a packett of books to you accord-
ing to your directions , by ye hand of
your sister Port er ; whether they came
safe to you I shou ld be glad to hear. I
have nothin g else particul ar to write ,
because (if I mistake not) I answer *d your
las£ to me in a letter enclosed in ye pack,
ett. I ackn owledge with you that ye
want of vitall religion among the Chris -
tian prof essors of it is certai nly one great
cause of infidelity. And 'tis incredible
to th ink how fast y * cursed weed grows
among st us, and taints the famil ys y*
have been educated in ye str ictest pro-
fession. 'Tis a most dan gerous age for
youth. I rejoice that ye house J live in,
and many others y* I know, ar e untaint-
ed: but 7tis a spreadin g poison. And
yet from all ye histories of mankind ,
and all ye facts in ye world , 'tis plainl y

LETT ER XI.
To Mr . Say.

, Aug. 23, 1733.
Dear Sir ,

I 've read over ye two sheets of verses
you sent me, I 'm amaz 'd how a man
of so low an education , and so poor and
scanty advantages for knowled ge, should
ever write so well. This tempted me to

dint of reasoning. And w ' is ye effect
of all this ? Few are convinced. Deism
pr evails still. I am read y to say, that
faith , tho ' a rationall thin ^ in itself, is
yet the gift of God. Not by might of
arm , nor by: power of argument , but by
my Spirit , saith the Lord . Souls con-
verte d in multitudes by ye blessed gos-
pell would be ye most effectual proofs
of its divinity, and subdue Deism But
we want to believe th is, and preach arid
pray and live agreeable to such a belief
and dependance. N

Whe n you have time and leisure per-
form wl you prom ise, and send riie ye let-
ter which you wrote to a certain person
to make clear the affair of Scri pture His-
tory and- fFarewell. May grace and
peace be with you. and your s, and ye
church under your care .

Your affectionate bro .
and humble serv *.

I. W ATTS.
v".

evident y l wliere no revelation has come,
mankin d is almost brutif y'd, especially
in the affai . s of religion. May y^ great
God give u< \ more of an inward taste of
ye divine religion of ye gospell, wch I 'me
persuaded will assist . us in our ministra -
tion s to preven t and to cure infidelity,
more than the most strenuou s rea soning,
tho * that also is necessary, and must act
its part.

I thoug ht to have delayed writin g
till I could give you an acco 1 of ye lega-
cy of Mr. Hop kins , and asked receits
from those you recommended ; but last
wfcek I waited the %a time on Sir Rich ard
Hopkins , and he excuses himself from
pay ing it till some little affairs are far-
the r settled in Chancery > which he tells
me will be done in a very few weeks.
With all due salutations to your spouse
and dau ghter with your self,

I am, dear bro.
Yours affectionatel y,

I. WATT S,

make a few correct ions m two copys
(viz.) ye ffirst of one sheet , or , Agur's
Wish , and the last of ye other sheet (viz,)
An Evening Th ought. But the other s
want much more correction , than I can
possibly spend upon them. It is not to
be expected yr such a rn^an should under-
stand gram mar and language, and con-
nexion of sense and perapicu ity of thought

4 The Say Pap ers.—Original Letters of Dr. Watts's*



LETTER XII.
To Mr * Say .

2\f etvingtony I *eh. 28, 1733-4.
Dear Sir ,

Two days ago I was addrest by Dr\
Cal amyV peop le with enquiries about
your character . I said every thin g I
thou ght was due to tru th and friendsh ip.
Perha ps you may hear more of this in

LETTE R XIIT.

To 2lf r * Say *
'¦ Londen, Ma rch 7,6, 1734*

Dear Sir ,
I have delay ed an answer to your let-

ter , till l ean give a better account of
every thin g.

The deputies of ye dissentin g congre-
gations in and near London j are wretch -
edly divided into two par ties ; one ac-
knowled ging ye subsistence of ye Com-
mittee of gentlem en which wore chosen
16 month s ago upon ye talk of repealing
ye Test , who mett at Salters Hall , and
hav e almost all the Inde pend ents with
them. The othe r part renounce the
Committee , disclaimin g their power to
act or to call ye depu ties together , and
some Pr esby ter ians and some Bapt ists
join w ith them .

As far as I can find, ye body which
own* ye Committee axe almost two
thirds of ye whole, if not quite , some
say more . Yet the oth ers have chosen
one Capt. Winter their chairman , and
thus they act in separate bodies, mutail y
ruinous. The busine ss of chusin g depu-
ties ail over England , recommended hy
th is lesser bod y in London , will , I sup-
pose, have ver y small effect. Their cry
ag* ye Committee is, y i  they are too
much influenced be the court : but I
think we are by no means in a case to
sett up against ye court , even if the ma-
jority shou'd incline to it , which is far
from ye truth . Your remarks in your

a little time. May ye God of light and
grac e be with your spirit and dir ect all
your affairs. My salutations atten d your
spouse and dau ghte r.

Yours affectiona tely,
I. WATTS.

We are entir ely removed to Newing-
ton , and 1 seldom spend a whole day in
London.

own letter are perfectl y just. My salu-
tatio ns to Mr. Baxt er and tell him so.

This morning 5 or 6 of Dr. Calamy's
peop le have been with me, and talk *t
over your fitness for their pu lpit again.
I told ym you had heard y* Mr. Savifl
was in thei r eye. They assure me tha t,
tho * he cUd preach with them once or
twice , they have no such view or design,
nor ever had as a body, how ever one or
two persons might have such a thought.
But even tha t is entirel y dr ppt now.
They have , I believe , a. full commis^ioa
given them to give you a call tcL jondon.
But they wcnTd a little know , whether
they are likel y to succeed. Upon which
I told y m I had hin ted it to you 5 and I
read the words of your letter to y1*?, (viz.)
y * if they p roceeded any f urther it would
p erp lex your thoughts very much , and you
ivould willingly  be led by  p rovidence, &c.
They seem'd much pleas'd wt b w* I
rea d to them , and will prob ably tell you
their mind themselves.

We are now remov ed and dwell so
enti rel y at Newington , that if I were
capable any way of serving your nephew
by influence , (which I am not) yet my
distance of habita tion cutts me off
from it.

May ye great pastor of ye church di-
rect your cottrse in feeding any par t of
his flock. With all due salut ations t«
you and yours ,

I am,
Your afFe*e frien d and bro.

I. WATTS*

per for him ; not to make him a poet ,
but a more intelligent and usefu l! Chri s-
tian , W» I shall be so happy as to see
you , I will return thes e poems, or send
them to your order , if you canno t tul ifill
my hopes of seeing you.

With all due salutations to your wife
and daughter ,

l ain,
Your affect ffriend and bro»

1. WAT TS.

The Sap P apers .—Original Letters of H r Watts *s 5
or speech sufficient to make publication s
to the world. If he were one half year ,
or perha ps a month or two , under good
instruct ions , he migj it be tau ght where
his defects are ; but . I question whether
what he hats wri tten before such instruc -
tions can be-corre cted ior the press : Yet
sucjh a genius *nd uuch piety methinks
should be encoura ged. I' ll willingly
send him a guinea for a present , and
any good book or two y* might be pro-



jLETTER XIV.
To Mr. Say,

j Zp r'i li , 1734.
Dear Bro .

We are desired by sever all members
of ye congregation of ye late Rev d Dr
Cal'amy, to inform you . y < that congre-
gation have very unanimously given you
a cail to ye pastoiall office among them,
and one or two of them intend the begin-
ning of next week to wait on you at
Ipswich, to lay it before you, unless
you think it proper to receive it in a

LETTER XV,
To Mr.  Say ,

Nezuington, f on. 2% 9 *73(>-7*
Dear Sir, *

Tf you desire me to do any thing for
you , which you could not do your self,
you know I am ever ready : but when
you ask me to correct a copy of verses,
you ask me to teach Quintilian to cor-
rect an oration of one of his Roman pu-
pils, or to instruct Horace to write
lyricks.

Alas , my friend , I am grown into
years, and tho' part of the critick lives,
yet the poet is almost exp ired. Old age
can find fault where it cannot mend.

'Yet friendshi p prevails and overrules
my reasonings, and constrains me to try
a little to attempt what you desire ; tho
I must confess,- in these cases I usually
send back poems to my common friends
without coVrecting them.

And first, I presume, there is to be
as little as possible alter'd in these lines,
which indeed carry in them a good sense
of piety and happy poetick turns,, especi-

To the Editor of the Month ly Rep ository .

SIR,
I heard a gen tleman say, who

is one of you r readers , What a
fu ss do those Baptists make about

more private way. Your notice of this
matter is desired to be given to Dr. Har-
ris , in Ayloff Street , in Goodman 's
Fields, next post , if you utterl y forbid
it: otherwise you may expect their at-
tendan ce on you. That our common Ld
w d dirtct your heart in to ye way of
usefullness and peace , is ye hearty de-
sire of

Your affect . bren . ;
I. WATTS,
W. HARRIS

ally considering 'tis the first essay of a
young genius.

I presume also that the first line should
all the way be kept rhyming with the
3d. 4th . and 5th . as it is in the first stan-
za ; and indeed it ought to be every
where or no where. But this makes it
more difficult to make four good lines
rhyme in every stanza. However, I
have sen t you a short sketch of what
may be much improved by your review.

I take pleasure to hear that there is
any thing near the court which keeps up
a reall sense of piety. May it ever in-
crease , and that in all nations, till the
kingdoms of this world become the
kingdoms of the blessed Jesus. Amen.

With due salutations to your family,
I am, Sir,

Your affectionate humble servant*
I. WATTS.

P. S. I find sever all pretty turns and
addresses to young and old in your Ser-
mon , which please me. * Lady Abney
sends you her thanks.

a littl e water ! I could not hel p
observi ng, t hat they were very
right , as long as they considered
it as a subject of the greatest im-

Reasons f or  Bap tis ing In f an ts.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

R E A S O NS  FOR BA P T I S I N G  I N F A N T S .



portance. But , I wished them to
he Jess positive than they generally
are, and more caudid to their op-
ponents, and particularly that
they would not introduce a sneer,
instea d of a serious argument,
when they are speaking of the bap*
t ism of infants.
, You will suffe r me also to give

my opinion upon this controversy.
I remark , in the firs t place, that
the baptism which our Lord com-
manded to be practised, was not
that of the Spiri t only. This is
evident from the direction of Peter,
Acts x. 47, to bapti ze with water
those Gen tiles who had already
recei ved the Holy Spirit . It is
al together probable, then , that
thiswas that kind of baptism which
our Lord commissioned his disci-
pies to administer to all nations ;
and that , as this wab a rite initia-
tory to his religion, water was
purposely used on the occasion as
an emblem of moral puri ty , em-
phatically to represent the singular
holiness of all his followers.
Though this seems, then , to have
been fi rst practised upon adults
only, and not upon children until
(heir believing parents or guardi-
ans required it , yet as ci rcum-
cision , the initiatory ri te under a
former dispensation , extended to
infants as well as to proselytes of
riper years, it may hence be
strongly argued , that baptism , as
an ini tiatory ri te into a more per-
fect religion , was designed also to
extend to our infant offspring,
and that we, by this rite , oug ht
to dedicate, our children to God ,
as the Jews did thei rs, by the ob-
servance ot a more paintul rue ;
and hence it appears probable,
though ikith was the foundation
of baptism in adults, that  their
children , who could j not believe

Reasons f or  Baptising Infants. 7
were the subjects of it , as it isalso
probable, when Pau l baptised
Lydia and her household , and the
jai lor and his whole house, Acts
xvi . 15, 33. and the house ofSte-
phanus, 1 Cor. i. 16\ that child*
ren made a part of some of those
families. It is also evident fro m
the history of Christianity , that
infant baptism was practised from
the very beginning : for, if it had
been a new th ing at any particu -
lar period , that period wotild have
been singu lar ly distinguished by
historians, and the authors of the
heresy .> as it would then have beeu
called , like those of all other he-
resies , would have been mentioned
by name.

As (his rite , the n, marks out
the pious dispositions of those pa-
rents, who th us present thei r
children to . - the 'Lord , expressing
a desire that they may be trained
up in his service, and as water is
an emblem .of that purity, , which
all parents must be anxious to
characterize thei r children , as
such it canao t be objecte d to;
and , though childre n cannot be
supposed to enter into any vows
upon the occasioly yet the solem-
ni ty -of  thus presenting them to
God , must have a goocl effect up-
on the minds of the parents, and
the children themselves must af-
terward s be gratefu l to th ose who
discovered such an early solici -
tude for their welfare, and must
hence derive an animating motive
to rej oice in that  system of faith
into which they have beeninitiated .
How those, however , who have
long professed the Christian relu
gion , and from k the fullest con-
viction of their minds, can rea-
sonably submit to this as a merely
initiatory rite, it becomes them
to exp lain.



But here, it may be obj ected ,
Of what use is the washing, or the
sprinkling with water ? What im-
pression can it make upon the
mi mi ? What benefit can it con-
vey in one place more than in an-
other, or upon any particular oc-
casion more than in the general
usage ? Thus argued Naaman
the Syrian , when directed by the
prophet to wash in the river Jor-
dan, without considering that as
toe applied to a prop het , who
acted un der the divine direction ,
he should not dispute his com-
mand j merely because it could
be easily complied with * He,
might be ri ght in declaring that
the wate rs of Damascus were as
good or better than all the waters
of Israel, and that his washing in
the one could no more heal him
than his washing in the other, if
he acted onl y fro m the impulse of
his own mind. But, his servants
wisely observed to him 5 u If the
prophet had bid thee to do some
great thing, wouldest thou not
have done it?  How much more
then when he saith unto tliee,
wash and be clean ?" They pro-
perly considered , that there was
a great difference between the same
th ing, when done only at our own
pleasure, and when done under
the divine direction ; that the sim-
plici ty of a thing, is no objection
to the utility of it , and that we
should not reject a benefit because
we may attai n it by the easiest
means. Indeed, he himself should
have seen the difference between
washing hi Jordan, at tjbe appoint*
mfent of a prophet, and as the con-
dition of his recovery from a loath-
some disease, and his washing in
*ny other riv^r without any au-
thoritative assu ra nce of help. We

also should remember, that there
may be an use in washing child-
ren in the name of Christ , when
we consider him as directing us to
this act in obedience to the divine
authori ty, and that , under these
circumstances, there is a wide
difference between this and any
other washings for which we have
no divino command. It is usefu l
to submit to a divine law, to re-
cognise the authority ot the Liord
Jesus, and devoutl y to contem-
plate all our obligations as his
disc i ples. It must be satisfactory
also to devote our offspring to the
service of him who gave them, and
to know that we yield a cheerfu l
subjection to the divi ne pleasure,
and it must have a practical influ-
ence upon us, if we be ail seriously
disposed to consider the holy na-
ture of our profession, what puri -
ty it requires, what advantages it
proposes, And through what an
uni formly even path it advances
tis to the crown of life. It must
be also a benefi t to children to
have their parents thus piously
impressed , so as to wish to train
them up in the fear of the Lord,
and to prepare them, when they
themselves attain to years of dis-
cretion^ for embracing wi th gra*
titude that heavenly religion to
which they are called.

I wish your ingenious corre-
spondents to pursue this subject in a
temperate manner, allowing every
one to be fully persuaded in hi«
own mind , and remembering that
meats, or drinks, or the vrashrng
away the filth of tfee flesh , do not
com pose the grand constituents of
our religion. I wish those of them
who can, to answer Mr. Emly«'$
previous question, on whicfe a
gre^t d«J$*l depend ; and I wisk

f5 Reasons for  Bapt ising Inf ants



all of them to consider that when
tbey attemp t to ridi cule infant -
bapt ism as such , they lead the
way to treat with the like contempt

To the- Editor of the Monthly Repository.
Sept. 30, 1809,

SIR >I presu me it will be admit ted ,
even by repute d orth odox Chris -
tians , that Christ 's coming into
the worl dr his coming forth from
God , his v being sent of God , and
his coming down fro m hea ven , all
inten d one and the same event ,
thoug h that event is expressed in
different ways. If, the n, we can
ascertain to wj iat time and event
in the gospel histo ry Jus coming
into the worl d is referred , this will
hel p to explai n a number of other -
wise difficult passage s in the New
Testament. I am aware that
Christ 's coming into the world is
generall y supposed, at least by the
rep uted orthodox , to mean his
being born ; but 1 think the New
Testament proves it intends his
enterin g on his office and ministry *

Joh nx. 36. Jesus spoke of the
Father's having sanctified and sent
him into the wor ld. His being
san ctified must mean bis being
separated and set apart to the
office an d work oi the Messiah ,
or messenger of God to man , by
being divinely commissi oned, and
qualified for tha t office by the de-
scent of the miraculous gifts of the
Spiri t upon him * which was not
pr ior to his bapti sm ; and accord-
ing to his own words , his being
sanctified preceded his being sent
into the world. Praying for his
Apostles , John xvii. 18. Jesus
said, " As tho u [th e litther] hast
sent me into the wor ld, even so

have I also sent them int o tha,
worl d :V as it must be admitted
by all parties of Christians that
the sending of the Apostles did not
relate to thei r being born , but to
their being sent forth as public
teachers , it follows, from our
Lord 's words , that the Father '3
sendin g him into the worl d relates
not to his birth , but to his being
sent forth in his public mini-
str y, as a divinel y commissioned
teache r. In the good confession
which he witnessed before Pilate ,
Jesus spoke of his birth and his
coming into the worl d as distinct
events. John xviii. 37. " To this
end was I born , and for this cause
came I into the World, that I
should bear witness to the truth. **
In the former of these events h^spoke of himself as passive, " I
was born ;" in the latter as active ,
" I came into the world/ ' The
wor ds of the Apostle, Acts xiii.
24. " When John had firs t preach-
ed , before his coining, &c/ ' I
regard as decisive. He assert s
that Joh n preac hed before the
coming of Christ , but no one will
say that he p reached before the
bir t h p f  Ch rist ; there fore, the
coming of Christ must relate to
his ente rin g on his public wore
and ministr y.

That bis coming fort h from the
Father , and being sent fro m God
may be understo od of his being
sent forth divinel y commissioned ,
is clear from it s being said of the
Bapt ist , John i. 6. € i There wa*

On Chr ist** Coming into the IFdrld. 8
circumcision , which was cert ainly
a divine institution *

PHILAL ^ETH ES.

our Christ 's coming into the would.
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a man sent from God, whose name
was John.'' If John's corning
frora God be allowed by all to
mean no more than that he was a
teacher divinel y au thorised, wiy
should Christ's coming from God
be construed in a different light . ?
When the baptism of John is said
to be from heaven^ all Christians
admit no more is ra^ant than that
it was of divine authority ; con-
sequently, when Christ is said to
come From heaven, it is most na-
tural to un derstand the precise
meaning to be, that he was sent
of God, that his mission and doc-
trine were of divine authori ty.
The understanding all such forms

of expression as referri ng to th^
time when Christ entered on his
ministry, and as applicable to
that ministry , will harmonise t,ht
phraseology of the New Testa-
ment with the plain facts record-
ed, and render the whole intelli gi-
ble to men of common sense.
Nothing is more common than to
say a person comes into the world
when first publicly introduced,
and that he comes forth when he
enters on a publi c character. If
these remarks be thought worthy
of a place in your useful Miscel*
lany* they are at your service.

I remain, very respectfully,
Your'sj  &c.

It. M 'INTYR E.

A t the decease of a min ister , his
books are seldom productive of a
sum proportioned to the moriey
spent in the accumulation, or to
the intri nsic value of the collec-
tion'; and his successor, probably
a young man just entering into
life, finds it necessary to spend no
small share of his income before
he can obtain such publications
as the duti es of his office, his pe-
culiar taste in literature, and the
desi re of general knowledge, ren-
der objects of his acquisition.
Were such a plan proposed , the
col lection would be gradually
increased, and regulations easily
adopted according to circum-
stances, • . • *

Many old and some new jworks
would probably be presented ;
and wWilst a judicious assortment
of books, calculated to amuse and
instruct, woultl excite a taste far
read i ng, and habituate the minds
of the younger member* of the so-

to On Congregational ^Libraries.

CONGREGATION AX LIBRA RI E S.

To the Editor of
y 
the Monthly  Repository.

I p szvich, Nov. 1809.
SIR ,

Presuming that it is unnecessa-
ry to preface the following propo-
sition with any remarks on the im-
portance of information, I beg
leave to observe, that there are a
few societies amongst us, who
possess libraries belonging to their
respective congregations ; and I
wish to suggest to your readers
the probable advantage to be se-
cured to posteri ty i f each associa-
tion were induce d to provide a
library for the general use of its
members.

Th ere are many theological and
historical works, wh ich ^ if pre-
served from generation to genera-
tion, would relieve succeeding
ministers from much expense in
the purchase of books, and con-
stitute a perpetual fund of intelli-
gence to the childrcm and child-
ren's children of professing Chris-
tians.



<*iely to serious rejection , man y
valu able works , part icularl y use.
fill as books of referen ce-, would
prove of great utili ty to persons of
all ages *

As c< lome books are to be
tasted, others to be swallowed, and
SMne few %o be chewed and di-
gested ; that is, spme books are
to be read only in part s,
others to be read, but not cur i-
ously, and some few to be read
wholl y, and with dili gence and
attention : *—so5 whilst the mi-
niste r and each famil y con tinue d
to select a private li brar y for their
private use, it would be ad vanta -
geous for the m to have an easy
access to rwany publicat ions which
might not otherw ise fall iato their
hands.

It is much to be appr ehended ,
that from a, wan t of information ,
sentiments may be adopted with -
out any pr inci ples for their foun-
dation , and opinions maintaine d,
without any abilit y to adduce in
their suppor t the full forte of
sound ar gument.

To liberal minds, truth is the

To tk * Editor of the Monthly  Repository .
SIR ,

One of your correspondent s,
un der the signature of Philo ,f
after noticing a former paper in
your excellent Miscellany con -
cernin g " the peculiarl y distin - i
guishing doctrines of the Quakers ," i
says, u he does not expect that any s
©i*e of that resp ectabl e frate rnit y <
will feel himself called upon to ]
defend that doctr i ne- 5 ' Fr om such <
an att ack , upon his own admis~

• Bacon* ,
\ Monthl y Repository, Vol. iv, p. 559,

only object: and , consequentl y, a
liberal society will admit into thei r
literary ar mour y the weapons of
their opponent s, that from an ac-
quaintanc e with the probable mode
of at ta ck , the most effectual means
of defence may be acquired *

Disputation , however , is not
the main object ; but since it n>ay
be necessar y on some occasions
to enter the lists of contro versy,
solid ar guments are formidabl e
weapons. -

The charit y towards people of
all denomi nat ions, which igno-
ran ce often boasts , commonly
ori ginates in a conscious incapa-
city for any decision respecting
truth or errer ; and the liberalit y
of many better informed minds ,
is often but a speci ous titl e for
indifference ; but k nowled ge it
fruitful in liberalitv , and never
appears to more advanta ge than
when accompanied by peaceful*candid , and benevolent senti*
ments.

Your 's,
An Advocate for the Dif-

fusion of Information *

sion tha t it was u onl y sneerin gly
glanced at 3 with out ar gument /*
no defence can be necessar y.
u But there are ," he alleges,
u such incopsistences amon gst
th e modern Quaker s, of depa rt ure
from some of t heir ancient maxims ,
and of adherence to others , as
would furmish a much better to*,
pic to expatiate upon , than the
one above-mentioned /'

This may b<> very true . Arid

On tie Consistency of tie Quakers, J?
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yet, if there are, as Philo asserts,44 fanatics in every profession,
whether civil, political, or religi-
ous, for whose extravagancies
their sober and reasonable bre-
thren , can never pretend to be
accountable/' it will only prove,
that their members partake of the
common weaknesse&of human na-
tu re/ Unless be/ can show, that
such failings arc more prevalent
among them, than among others,
or that their peculiar tenets have a
natural tendency to produce^ or
En courage such infi rmities. . .

Neither of these posi tions has
Philo attempted to establish , and
his twO-fold accusation, on the
very face of it, if well-founded,
:exonerates the Quakers from one
error of no smal l magnitude in
many other churches, viz. a per-
tinacious ad herence to all their
ancient maxims and . dogmas,
which have been sanctioned by
law, and splendid establishments
secured to their defenders. But
the Quakers having no such in-
ducements to defend all thei r .an-
cient maxims, seem equal ly to
have displeased Philo* by relax-
ing fro m them (as ho imagines)
in some instances, and by ad her-
ing to them in others .
, He should have inquired of the
worthy family of that denomina..
tion of Christians, in w h ose ac-
quaintance he is so happy, whe,-
ther there was any j ust reason to
impute any sinister or unworthy
motive to the society, for this ex-
ercise of its discretion, in the re-
tention or modification of its anci-
ent maxims ; or whether it might
not be rat her attri bu ted to an un-
biassed love of truth , and a desire
to promote the reli gious welfare
of thev society .

Had Philo consulted Barclay^
well-known Apology, he might
have seen the error of his stated
ment, that the Quakers w origi.
nally carried the maxim of not
returning evil for evil to sucot a
length , as not only to abstaiu
fro m resenting inju ries personally,
but even from applying to our
courts of law for protection froni
them, much less for the p unish*
ment of those who liad been either
gui l ty of abuse of their persons,
or plunder of thei r property."
From the first establishment of the
society, its members have been
always at liberty, unshackled by
any rule to the contrary, to exer*
cise each individual for himself,
the discretionary power of appeal*,
ing to the law of the land for pro*tection against injuries committed
on their persons or p roperty, by
any who were not members of the
society. And against those that
were, on shewing suffi cient cause,
and obtaining the permission of
the meetings to which the parties
belonged.

Even George Fox, the founder
of the society, as appears by his
Journal, frequently remonstrated
in strong terms , with such magi-
strates as he conceived had been
neglectful of tfreir duty, in re-
pressing and punishing evil doers.
On one occasion of this kind , he
says, p. 294* u And ye magis-
trates who are to do jus tice, think
ye not that the hand of the Lord
is against you—who do not look
af ter these things, and stop them
with the law.—\$> not the law to
preserve men's lives and estates,c doing unto all men as they
would men should dp unto them ?*
For all men would hav <3 (heir lives
and estates preserved, therefore

1ft On tie Consistency of the Quaktrs.



should iibt ye preserve others
^and not suffer them to be devoured

and destroyed ?"
In Barclay's 14th 'Proposition,

concerning the power of the civil
magistrate, be shows that it ought
not to extend to any interference
'f in matters of conscience, or di f-
ference in worship or opinion r
provided alvrays, that no man un-
der the pretence of conscience
prejudice his neighbour in his life
or estate, or do any thing destruc-
tive to, or inconsistent with hu-
man society ; in which case5*'
adds he, ** the law is for the
transgressor, and j ustice is to be
administered upon all without re-
spect of persons."

And if considerations of the ac-
knowledged disproportion between
certain cri mes, and the punish-
ment to which those who commit
them are liable by our laws? have
frequently induced members of
this society,in common with other
persons of reflexion and humani ty ,
to sh rink from the supposed re-
sponsibility of being concerned in
prosecutions which may on con-
viction affect the life of the cul-
prit ; such cond uct is I conceive
neither deserving of reprehension ,
j ior in its general tendency inju-
rious to the best interests of civi-
lized society. It may at length,
by exciting the attention of the
public and of the Legislature to
the subject, lead to an ameliora -
tion of our criminal code, and
perhaps to the aboliti on of all ca-
pi tal punishment.

I t is probable, I allow, that
persons so declining the prosecu-
tion of offenders, may not have
dul y considered the full extent of
their obligations to the commu-
nity in bringing offenders to jus -
dee. If so doing be a civil duty

of great importance, as I iniagine
will be readily granted,- they
ought to consider seriously how
far they are justifiable in neglect-
ing to discharge it, fro m an appre-
hension of the consequences of
conviction to the offender : or of
their own responsibility as prose-
cutors, seeing the apportioning
and infliction of the punishment
is not thei r act and deecJ, but that
of the law. A wealthy Quaker
may, as Philo remarks. ev6n ad-
vertise a reward for the discovery
and conviction of the spoiler;
But he has not proved this to be
any u dereliction of ancient Qua-
kerism/' as he erroneously con-
siders it. '*¦.-. r

The next subject oh which Phi^
lo undertakes to convict the mo-*
dern Quakers of inconsistency^
is, for their uniform refusal to be
personally concerned in even de-
fensive war, as being unlawfu l to
such Christians as are full y satis-
fied it was absolutely forbidden by
their great Master, and in all
matters of conscience, under Gody
their sole'Legislator. '

" It is tru e,'' says Philo , « if
all mankind, both in their indi-
vidual and collective capacities
acted upon this principle, there
could be no such thing as opptres*.
sion , no such a requisite as resist-
ance ; but as such is not the state
of thin gs at present, their maxims
seem highly detrimental, not to
say monstrous."

Such a state of things, as Philo
admits to be the natural result of
the general adoption of these
maxims, is precisely that which
one of the most clear and definite
prophecies in the sacred wri tings>assures us shall at sortie futu re pe-
riod take pl ace among mankind
universally ;  when 4* nation shall

On the Consistency of the Quaker? * IS1



14 On the Consistency (if *the Quakers *
cords we have of the hist&fy of
mankind ; and -that, without afty
sensible approximation to the end
professedl y aimed at, by the ad-
vocates of merely defensive vvsuy
by all the sacrifices of blood and
treasure which have been devoted
to the attainment of this great
object .

With such a view of the stibject ,
independently of any eonsidera^
tion of the positive injunctions of
the Christian Lawgiver,-or any re-
gard to the language of prophecy
respecting the peaceful character
of all nations, when the religioi*
he came to establish shal l have
produced the full extent of its ge-
nuine infl uence upon all the inha*
bitants of the eajth , I confess it
appears to me high time th at some
other means should be tried, that
fnay be better adapted to pro-
mote the eftd aimed at, and be
more in unison with that temper
and d isposition of mind, which
the advocates for merely defensive
war are professedly anxious to en*
force. • A nd although , sis Barcla yforce. • And although , *is Barclay
observes, " Seeing of all things
the defence of one's- self &eems
mos t tolerable/* we shall not^ay
of those who in this respect u have
not come to the pure dispensation
of the gospel, that war under-
taken upon a just occasion is al-
together unlawfu l to them. But
for such whom Christ has brought
hither it is not lawfu l to defend
them selves by atms^ but they
ought over all to trust to the Lord.'*

Plausible as the arguments in
favour of resisti ng evil by the
swon!, may appear^ the ill suc-
cess attending it , as a means of
corroding the passions of avarice,
injustice , and ambition , and of
diminishin g the ir influence over
mankind , tot so mai>y ages* should

not lift up sword against nation ;
neither, shall tliey learn war any
more." But the destructive im-
plements of wax shal l be destroyed
as useless. 6C Thei r swords shall
they beat into ploughsh ares, and
their spears into pruning hooks/*
- Tbe greatest and most benefic ial
yeforms whic h have hitherto been
effected among mankind , history
informs us* have arisen from ap-
parently small beginnings , were
but slowly embraced^ and ttieir
f irst advocates for the most part
Yj olently opposed ,persecuted ,and
traduced. Such having been, in
tke - ordering ' of Providence, the

"Visual course of such events, we
way reasonabl y expect the pro-
gress of real reformation will yet
he siojWj  and that future reform-
frs will not wholl y escape similar
treatment* however unexception-
able their eifoTts in its favour may
be. And surely none can be more
so, al least in the eyes ©f an op-
ponent9 than those which have
been u niformly employed by this
ye spec table fraternity. Yet a want
of energy and zeal in asserting and
^commending so glori ous n cause,
tbe very essence of which consists in
the promotion of peace on oatth ,
and ^ood^will among men , may
perhaps be jus tly imputtxi to them.

Bat with Pbilo 's view of the
consequences of the universal
adoption of sweh maxims, I was
not a little surpri sed at his repre-
senting their present effect " hi ghl y
detrimental , not to say mon-
strous ." .The experiment of op-
posiog force to force , > as a means
of securin g nations from the vio-
lence and oppression of their more
warl ike'and powerfu l neighbou rs ,
has been long tried in a great va-
riely of lorms, and on u very ex-
tensive scale fro m the earliest re-



i&d iice its advocates calmiy to re-
flee t whether equal sacrifices and
equal heroism and magnani nntity,
without such resistance as might
occasion bloodshed, might not
be likely to do "more to disarm
the violent oppressor, and to cor-
rect his bad passions, than the-
usual method of opposing force to
force ?

V To taks up arms, as the means
of settling a dispute of whatever
nature it may be, is to abandon
the discussion of what is due to
each party on the principles of
justice and equity, and to substi-
tute in its room, the law of the
strongest, or of the greatest adept
in the united arts of frau d, vio-
lence and slaughter. By such
contests in most instances the pas-
sions of each party are more in-
flamed in the progress of hostili-
ties, than they were by the origi-
nal cause of the dispute* And
one war is- seldom terminated
ivitliOut having previously sown
the seeds' of future, and frequentl y
of more extensive and bloody con-
tests. *v

tfow different would be the ef-
fect of a contrary system ! In
acting upon which, Philo is much
mistaken in supposing, there

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.
SIR ,

When T sent to you the propo-
sition , uttered by a very excellent
and learned professor, in one of the
universities of this island , which
you have done me the favour of
inserting in your number for No*
\ember, (VoL iv, page 621A) it
was my intention in the remarks
upon it, to mention the seat of
learning whence it originated, Oa

would be nothing but Qi peaceable
acquiescence in the greatest atro*
ci ties. •' ' The peaceable Ch ri stiau
might lawfully remonstrate with
all the powerful energy of consci- /Z ¦ . .
ous inno cence, and, in the enipha*̂ ^^^^-ti cal language of Scripture, pour L^^/^f^^coals of fire'upon the head of his>^^fe >*  ̂-v
oppressor, who might perhaps, A*-A^*̂
in consequence of such an inter-
view, be almost persuaded to be-
come a Chri stian, not oaly in
words but in deeds.

In such a warfare as this, there
might , horri d as the idea is, be
some slaughter, but I imagine it
would be much less in the course
of a whole year, perhaps in a cen -
tury, than frequently occurs even
in modern wars in one day* ¦ The
victims would also be, iri general,
much better prepared for their fi-
nal change, ,/  and the blood of
these martj ^rs to the cause of
Christian truth, instead of gene-;
rating future wars, would proba-
bly become the seed of a future
and glorious church of peaceable
Christ ians, who wou ld consider
and treat all their fellow-creatiif̂ ai
as brethren , the children of one
common Paren t, the friend and
benefactor of mankind,

PACIFIC US-

mature deliberation , however, J
have thought it more adviseable,
t{j at r the proposition should stand
as it does at present ; that you?
readers may exercise thei r jud g*
ment upon it without prejudice or
partiality, an d by silting it to the
bottom on its own meri ts examine
fai rly, how far tfrtf member of an
establ ished ch urch raay be j usti-
fied in holding the langu age iia

ttemarhs on the Proposition of a learned Prof essor. IS
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questi on. At present , we . .will
Consider only one, pa rt of the pa-
ragra ph , which the learned pro-
fessor has given to the public.
" To dissent there fore in this
country, he says, from the doc-
tr ines of the Established Church ,
is to dissentwithout a real cause. "
Now, we may obser ve here , that
th ese words mi ght be used as lo-
gicall y in a mosque at Consta nti -
nople, as in the Chu rch or Kirk
of an English or Scotch universit y .
The ar gument of the pr ofessor runs
th us : the doctrine s of the Esta-
blished Church are in all respects
confo rmable with the sacred wr it-
ings ; therefore , to dissent from
the m, is to dissent without a real
cau se* The muft i in the mosque
at Constantin ople, using th e same
language , means by the sac red
wri ti ngs, the Koran ; and he as-
suredl y has as great a ri ght , as we
shal l see in the sequel , to assert ,
that the doctrines of his establish -
ed church agree with the Koran ,
as the Scotch or Eng lish professor
to ascrib e a conformit y between
each of th eir doc trines and thei r
holy scri ptures .

But may we not suppose a Ma-
homet an dissenter to address the
mufti in these words ? You have
the advanta ge of a learned educa -
tion , and are here in au thori ty.
I was educate d in Persia , by a
mufti , in as great repute for learn -
ing as yourself , and in that kin g-
dom he was of equal authori ty.
Now, my Persian instructor as-
sured me, that the doctrin es of
the establis hed church in Persia ,
are in all respec ts conformable
with the div ine Koran . 1 have
therefor e a real cause for dissent-
ing from the establ ished church of
Constant inople, because 1 am not
learned enough to j ud ge betw een

you learned gentlem en , who tkf k
maintain with equal pert inacit y
your respectiv e opinions. The
ar gument betw een you , whose
doctrine is reall y in all respects
conformable to the divine Kora n,
who is to decide ? Both of you
were educated in the opinions you
now profess to believe : it is the
interest of each of you to main ,-,
tai n the m : you r rank , your coh-
sequerice, your weal th , "depends
on your respective opinions re-
mainin g established in each of
your kingdoms. Now there are
upwards of seventy- two different
sects professin g Islamism ; and , as
it is seventy-one to one against
your being ri ght , surel y it does
not ar gue much in favour of your
discretion to use an ar gument ,
which each of these seventy-one
sects may retort against you ; and
when probabl y no one will decide
in your favour , except those of
your own sect , and who will be
considered by the others to have
imbibed similar prejudi ces*

I f the case of the two mufti s,
the Turkish and the Persian , wcj re
laid before our learned professor ,
I have not the least dou bt that he
would dismiss the pretensions of
both with strictim partialit y. Nei-
ther of you , he would say, can be
allowed to be a jud ge in his own
cause. What each of you asserts
in his own mosque before men of
his own persu asion, whose ap-
plause fie will obtain for the
warmth of his sentiments in uniso n
with the irs , cannot pass with the
impar tial and unbiassed. Sincel
each of you ascribe s the want of
reason to the other , the probabi -
lity is, that both of you have sa-
crificed that facult y of your mind
to your prejudices . You cannot
bot h be ri ght : and , as so irt %fty

6
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millioas of persons bowing to the
au thori ty of Mahome t equal ly
ivilh . yourselves , interpre t his
word s in a manner , which both
of you explode, I, who know lit-
tle of the Kora n, cannot ju dge
between you ; but , whatever may
be the value of your respect ive
opinions , I shall recom mend to
ypu, to have some regar d for
others , who may have as good or
better grounds than you have for
maintaining thei r doc tri nes .

But we may place the subject
in a still stronge r light. The re
tvere formerl y two dissenters fro m
the established churc h at Jerusa -
lem  ̂named Peter and John. They
taught in the temple certain
thin gs, which were not agreeable
to the divines of those times, >vho,
jud ging-their dissent to be without
a real cau se, exercised a ri gour ,
which has since that time been
frequentl y adopted by Chri stian s
against feac h other. The two dis-
senters were th rown into prison ,
and well scourged for thei r opini-
ons. The council was not how-

OBJ ECTIO NS TO MR. FA RMRa's HYPOTHESIS OF THE TEMPTAT IO N
OF CH 11IST.

To the Editor of the Monthly  Rep ository *
Oct. 20, 1809.

SIR ,
The late learned Mr. Hu gh

Farmer makes the following in-
trodu ctory observatio n in the
third and , I believe, last edition
of his Inqui ry in to the Nature and
Design of Christ 's Temptation in
the Wilderness. iC  The detection
of error being a great help towar ds
the discovery of tr uth , it will be
proper , before we atte mpt to set-
tle the true n&ture and design of

: * Fighters against God.

ever unani mous. They did not
all say5 that to dissen t from the
doctri nes of the established churck
was to dissent without a cause.
Ori e of t hem , name d Gamaliel
a man of very great learning ,
would have calmed the irnp etXio-
sity of his breth ren. If the opi-
nions of these dissen ters , he said ,
arise merel y from the vain fancies
of men, they will come to no-
thing ; but , if they are founded
on truth , if they proceed from
God , ye cannot destro y them ;
and in fightin g against 0Od ye ar *
doing yoursel ves an irrepa rable
inj ury. We would recom mend
then to the learned prof essor , th#
ttoyy) of pause of Gamal iel , and
beg of him to J cjave to time to de-
iermine the question of dissen t,
lest:, by pr ematurel y ta king upon
himsel f the decision , of so solemn
a question , . he may be found
amongst the feoaa ^&i,*

I remai n, Sir ,
Your constan t reader ,

THEOPHILUS ,
/*

Chri st's temptation , to consider
what objections lye (lie) agains*
the several explications , ^ which
have hitherto been given of thidT"
part of the gospel histor y. Should
those objections appear to be just.
we shall , at least , see the neces-

sity of looking out for some new
in terpr eta tion/' To the just ness
of this observation I give my full
assent , conceiving that nothing
can be more obvious than that , if
all the supposition * but one, whick
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can be thou ght of to account for
and illustrat e an acknow led ged
fact , can be prove d er roneous ,
that one must be tr ue. Now, it
so happens, that I am amon g
those , . who think that , if M r.
Farm er mad e a complete enume -
ra tion of all the hypotheses , (his
own being included ,) which can
be devised for explainin g the fact
erf* Christ 's temptation , the true
otie is among th ose which he
exploded*, and that his ought to
be placed amon g them in its stea d.
Iy therefore , beg leave to state the
grounds , on which I have been
dissatisfi ed with his hypothesis
for a long series of year s. The
hypoth esis, in which my mind
lias acquiesced during that period,
is- ver y similar to Mr ,. Thomas
Dixon's, of Bolton , or Mr. . New-
come Cappe's, of York y and is one
which occurred to* my thoughts
long before I had heard of the ex-
istence of th e forme r gentleman 's
piece on the subject , and much
longer still , before I enjoyed the
pleasure of seeing any of the lat -
ter gentleman 's valuable works .
Had JVTivN. -C. favoured the worl d
wit h his reaso ns for rej ecting Mr.
F/s hypothesis , with whi ch I pre -
sume he must have been wel l ac-
quainted , and with answers to ob-
jections to which he might possi-
bly foresee his own to be exposed ,
tny trouble in writi ng, and that
6f your reader s in readin g, would
pr obably .Ija ve been saved ; and ,
perhaps , Mr. F/s hypothes is
would iK)t have continued to en-
joy so decide^ a preference as it
seems-still to do in the ju dgment
of some very lea rned and judici -
ous critics. Wi thout ,farther pr e-
face, I will , by your leave , pro-
ceed to stat e some pi the grounds

of my t>wn dissat isfaction with
th at hypot hesis. And ,

I. Because the invento r himself
seems to have been at a loss wha t
time and p lace to fix on for the
commencement of the vision .

In p. 55. note f. havi ng quoted
the wor ds, Je sus returne d from
Jo rdan  ̂ and was led by the Sp irit
into the wildern ess, Luke iv . 1.
he remarks on them , Ci Thi s Ian *
guage necessaril y implies, th at Je-
sus was not upon the banks of
Jo rdan , but was returning to Ga»
lilee, bef ore he was led by the
Spiri t into the wilderne ss/' No*
thin g is said there about Galilee ,
to which place we are expressly
tol d (verses 13, 14.) J esus did not
return till the devil had ended all
the temptation , and had dep arte d
f rom him f or  a season . Then ,
indeed , he returned in the power
of the Sp irit in to Galilee , but hot
before . If it be said, that , thou gh
J esus might not hav e reached Ga*
]ilee, yet he might have set out
f or  it ) before he was led by \h%
Spiri t into the wilderness , and it
be granted , that whe n he qu itte d
the ban ks of J ordan , which ac*
cording to the accounts of the
evan gelists he evidentl y did , he
went tow ar ds Gali lee, thi s ernes*
tion natura lly occur s to be asKed ,
To wha t does the langua ge of the
evangelists ascri be his remQv al
from the side of Jord an ?—The
narr ati ve, as far as 1 can see, fur*
Bishes but one answer , which is*,
that his removal was owing to aa
impulse -of the Spirit. And as
,Mr. F. acknowled ges in the above
passage, that J esus did actu al ly
in person retu rn from J ord an , and
as that return , if it took place at
the time supposed by M r. F. i*
attri buted to nothing but an ope*
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ration of the Spirit on the mind
of Je sus, then the word s in or by
the Sp irit cannot in this instance
imply a vision* and if not , when
manifestl y used to denote the
cause of our Lord 's departure
fro m J ord an , (and they are not
employed aft erward s in the narra -
xative.,) there can be no j ust rea-
son for assigning to them at the
same time another import , 'and
ipaking them denote also a vision,
Unless the context force us to un-
ders tand them in a double sense,
which it clearl y does not. Before
X conclude this para gra ph, I shall
avail myself of some passages in
Mr. F.Vpiece, from which the
same fact of Christ 's removing in
ger&on from the side of Jord an
under an impulse of the Spir it,
^which , however , according to my
apprehe nsion has been satisfa cto-
rily established alread y,) may be
farther prov ed . In p. 62. we
rea4, " Though it could not with
any propriety be said , tha t Christ
was at this time carried into the
wilderness in a corporeal manne r,
in which sense he was there alrea -
dy ; yet there is noth ing improper
in saying, he was now conveyed
into a wilderness in a spiritua l
manner." The time here refe r red
to was when he was led by the
Spir it. J n page 82. note p. Mr.
F. says, u It appea rs from the
history, th at Chris t was in the
wildernes s borderin g on - J orda n
when the temptation ended , as
well as when it btf gan, pursuing
J iis journe y into Galilee ." From
note f. p. 55. quoted above , it ap-
pears, that Mr. F. though t Je sus
was not upon the banks of Jor -
dan , when he was led by the Spi-
rit into the wilderness. Now, if
Chri st was corp oreally  in the wil-
der ness which bordere d on Jordan ,

but not on its bank s, when the
vision came upon him , he ipust
have gone in person from the side
of J ordan , before he fell iatd th g
vision or trance ; and (sts before ^
observed) it was, agreeabl y to the?
concurring testimony of the Qvan -
gelists, some Operation of the Spiri t
on his mind , which made him go
thence. The effect of thi s opera-
tion , then, 'as alrea dy not iced,
can not be fairly conclud ed to have
been also the exciting of a vision *
I shall only add here * that the
wor ds which speak of the opera-
tion , whatever it was, are tho& e,
6n which Mr . F. lays great stress
in attem pti ng to prove the tempta *
tion a vision.

In direct opposition , as it should *
seem, to this statement , Mr. F»
in his explanati on of Mark i. 10—?
13k p. 71 j " 74. . observes , <c No
Sooner did the Spirit descend upon
Jesus of his bap tism, than by his
inspirati on fye was carried into sk
frightfu l desert in a prophet ic
trance or vision. In this situatioa
and in this state he remained for
for ty days, during all which space
he was, accordi ng to his own ap-
prehension , assaulte d by the
temptations of Satan , and expos-
fed to dange r fro m the fury of wild
beasts /'—-Where and when it was
th at the Spiri t descended upon Je-
sus, the evangelists leave us no
room to doubt. It was upon the
banks of J ordan ,*to which he went
up straig htway from the water af-
ter he had been baptised , Matt ,
iii. l£, Mark i, 10. Luke iii. »1,
2$. If, t hen , the Spiri t de-
scended upon him , while he was
on the side of Jordan - and cer-
tainl y in the sight of John the
baptist , ' who saw the Spir i t de-
scend upon him , and if, as soou
as the Spirit descended upon h im.
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*t carried him into a wilderness
in vision , he coul d not be set out
for Galilee bef ore th at descent
took place. " F. p. 7l r 72. Thus
inconsist ent appear to be the two
accoun ts of the time when, and
the place where , our Lord \va9
th rown into a tran ce.

Perha ps what occasioned Mr.
F/s fallin g into this inconsisten cy
was , tha t he at fi rst thou ght the
side of Jordan , where the soi ri tside of Jo rdan , where the spi ri t
descended on Jesu s immediatel y
afte r he went up from the water ,
unlikel y to be the place where
the vision commenced , beinjj on
some accounts obviousl y unfa,
irou rablc to that stead y and undi -
vided attention of mind , whi ch
the scenes and business of the vi-
sion requ ire d }—such as its being
the spot , where Jesus had been
pointe d out to the partic ular no-
ti ce of J ohn , and probabl y of
others , who could hard ly avoid
being st ruck with wonder and awe
by the extraor dinar y phenomena
th ey had witnessed—whe re there
is no ground for supposing, that
people immediatel y ceased to as-
semble before they underwent or
after they had underg one the ri te
of ba ptism—and , also, who re
other circumstances would pr o-
babl y consp ire to distract our
Lord 's atte nt ion * Our author
might theref ore jud ge it necessar y
to suppose, that Jesus withdre w
to some distance from Jordan be-
fore he Was thrown into the tran ce.
But afterwa rds recollectin g, that
the effect of the descent of the
Spiri t , wha teve r it was , followed
immediately ,  and having deter-
mined that effect to be a, vision ,
he mi ght slide unawar es into the

* The word» pr incipally referred to above arc **• r#t ?m&/ «Tt/ , Matt , ; <rt
4Ty4yM«, Mark : tr rm Triv/ uar t j  J -ukc.

other opinion , that no sooner had
the Spiri t descended th an the vi-
sion began. —M y next reason for
being dissatisfied with Mr. F/s
hypothesis is,

II. Because he makes the temp -
tation to have been a vision . Ac-
cording ly, by your leave, I will
go on to examin e the force of his
reasonin g, fro m some expresions
in the gospel histor y of the temp-
tation bei ng the same or of
the same import with language
employed elsewhere in the sacre d
writin gs in descri bing indu bitab le
visions, to prove that the evange-
l ists , by using such language in
their accounts of the tra nsactions
in the wilderness , intended to be
und erstood as speakin g of a vision
also.

Now, tho ugh it be allowqd ^th at sevei^il passages quoted by
Mr. F. pa rticularl y from the Sep-
tua gint t ranslation. -* of Ezckiel , in
whi ch the same Greek wor ds or
words of the same meanin g occur
as are found in the evan gelical nar-
rat ives of the temptation , are ac-
counts of vi sions , yet it cannot
be affirmed , (nor does Mr. F*
affirm , see p. 75 , 76.) that wher -
ever those words are met with in
the Scriptures , they un if ormly
denote a vision. * And it may not
be unwo rth y of noti ce, tha t in
some of the passages quoted by
Mr , F. fro m Ezekiul in confirma *
tion of the position , that in th«
eva ngelists those words imply *,
vision , the words in 'vision or in
the visions of God are added ,
whi ch latte r words would havj t
been super (luous t if the wri ter
had thou ght t hat the former with -
out them necessaril y  denoted a

i
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vision. In the following quota -
tions such addition occurs : Ezek.
*i. 24. u The Spiri t took me up
and broug ht me in vision," \ev
ipoccei) ; viii. 3. " The Spiri t
lifted me up and broug ht me in
the visions of God ," {sv of Xf s i
Osov) ; xl. 2. u In the visions oj
God (pv op carei ®sov) broug ht he
me/' A similar remark is made
byMn Newcome Gappe on Ezek.
xi. 24. ju st before quoted—~ u In
vision is here added to. the S p irit
of God , and by  the Sp irit of God ;
these ph rases^ therefore alone (says
lie) do not signify in vision/' Cri -
tical Remarks, voL ii. p. 5S. I
am not prepared, however^ to
contend , that the word s in ques-
tion, when used alone, never im-
ply that a vision took place on the
occasion to which they refer.
But upon an atten tive perusal of
the passages adduced by Mr. F.
to establish k his interp retation of
the words, in or by the Sp irit used
by the evangelists, it appeared to
me that in several of them the
prophet represents himsel f as being
at the place, to which he was car-
ried in imagination before he is
direc ted - 'to behold , to listen to, or
to say , what he was carr ied thither
to take notice of or to say. And
thou gh this direc tion is not ex-
pre ssly mentio ned in all the pas-
sages, yet it seems obviously to
be implied ; since it does not ap-
pear, that he had a consciousne ss
of having seen, heard , or done
any thin g, till he arri ved at th e
place to which "hfe conceived him-
self trans port ed. From this re-
mark I do not at present percei ve
that it is a forced or unnatural in-
ference to suppose, that to lif t up
or ca rry aztay a prop het , and to
p resent visionary scenes to his
imaginati on were not one and the

same simultane ous act of the spi-
rit , but successive acts , and that ,
as the former of them , where it U
undoubted ly a vision that is spo-
ken of immediatel y afte r , is ex-
pressed in the same terms as are
used on various occasions to de-»
note no more than v a divine im-
pulse to do or to re frai n from do-
ing some action , such language
does not uniforml y and . in all cases
imp ly the existence of a vision.
According ly I infer that , as in the
evan gelical narratives of Christ 's
temptation in the desert , the re is
no intimation of any thing like a
vision having been presented to his
imaginati on for fort y days toge-
ther , at the end of which time th e
tempt er or devil is sai d to have
come to him , (Matt. iv. 2, 3. Luk e
iv. 2, 3.) thoug h Mark (ch. i. 13.)
and Luke (ch . iv. 2.) re presen t
him as havin g been subj ected ia
some way or other to the tempta *
tion s of Sata n durin g that time,
that the forementiohe d language
denoted in his case only an inv*
pression made upon his mind im-
pelling him to remove fro m J or-
dan into the neighbourin g wilder -
ness , A"" few quotations may be
sufficient to show , that the same
langua ge is elsewhere employed
in the New Testament to denote
such an impulse and nothin g more.
Symeon came by the Spiri t (sv re*
ityav ĵ Lari )  into the temple, Luke ii.
27 ; —Barnabas and Sau l wer e
sent out by the Hol y Spir i t (pit*
tou Ttvaup otros rou aryiou) Acts xiiii
4 ;—Paul and Timor hy were for-
bidden by the Hol y Spiri t (vrf a ru
ayi oy nvav^cirro ^ to 

pre
ach the

wor d in Asia, Acts xvi. 6%
;—the

Spirit (to irvsvf &a) suffe re d the m
not to go into Bith ynia, Acts xvi.
7 ;—th e Spiri t of the Lord caught
away Phil ip (j rvzutj ix.}£.vp iou ij^Tra-
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$e) Acts viiu 39- Here we have
instanc es of persons, acting under
an impulse of the Spirit. * not in
vision , but corp ore ally  and in
p erson.
* - Mr , F. however , still farther to
defend the -conclusion ,he d raws
from the language of the evange-
lists, that Christ was led or driven
from Jorda n by the Spirit in visim
on, and not in person , asks
U With , what propriety could it
be said , that Jesus went into the
wilderness in person , when he was
there alread y ?" p. 52. And again,
*' Does it not sound very harsh
to speak of any one as going or
being led to a place , where he is
alread y ?" p. 55.

This hars hness is not felt or no-
ticed in our language, when a
person , who lives in a town or
city at some dista nce from the
middle of it , says, I am going up
or down or out into the town.o r
city, by which no one acqu ainted
ivith the situation of his house un-
derstands him to mean that he is
going fro m without into some part
within its limits , but only from a
less into a more centra l or fre-
quented part of it. But passages
occur in the New Testamen t,
wher e persons are said to have
gone to the place where they were ,
before they set out. u Then went
out to him (J ohn the baptist) Je -
rusalem and all Judca , and all
the region round about Jordan /'
Matt . iii. 5. Now this region ,
jottt of which the inhabitants wen t
to Jo hn in the wilderness , lay in
that very wilderness accord ing to
Mr. F/s own confession, p. 54,
note. J esus was at Jeru salem,
when he held a, conversatio n w^t h
Kicod emus, (Joh n H. 23—25.
iii , i—21) after which it is said
tha t he came apd hi& disciples into

the land of Ju Sea , (ch. iii. v. 2?.)
though he was in that land while
he was at Jeru salem. But it
seems needless to produ ce more
passages, since from what have
been quoted it is sufficient ly evi*.
dent , that persons are someti mes
sai d to go into tlie VQjy place
where they are residi ng at the
time , in consequence of th eir go-
ing to some other part of it more
thinl y or thickl y inhabited , or
distinguished from it by some other
circumstance.

Mr. F. aware , tliat the objec-
tion , starte d by himself agai nst
the supposi tion of Je3u s*s being
led or driven in person into the
place where he . was alrea dy in
person , might be urged against his
J oeing led or d riven thither in rim
sion, and in order to support his
hypoth esis of a vision ary removal
of Jesus from J ord an , translates
rij v fp7jju.ov in Matt * iv. 1. a wil-
derne ss, quoting (p. 58. note ip)
an observatio n of Schmidius on
Matt. iii. 1. in defence of thai
translation . \

But were Schmidius allowed to
have shown , that the pre positive
art icle is sometimes used indef im
nitety, and even tha t it may pos-
sibly be so used in Matt. iv. 1.
yet it is evident from the observ a^
tio n itsel f, that he did not suppose
the evan gelist to speak of an ideal
or visionary wilderness any more
than of ideal or visiona ry fire or
water in ch. xvi i. v» 15. which he
adduces to prove the article to be
sometimes used in an indefinite
sense. Mr * F/s hypothesis , there ,
fore, deri ves no support from thin
remark of Schmidiu s. But , though
I have no move doubt tha n had
appa rentl y that author , that Mat -
thew re ferred to some rea l wilder -
ness, yet I hum bly conceive froifc
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die cbn nection in which the pas-
sage stands , that the article was
designed to point out 'what parti -
cular wilderness was spoken oF ;
name ly, the : wilcf erness of Judea
^vhe re J ohn preached , and by part
of which ran the J ordan in which
Jesus had been baptised. And
what confirms me in this opinion,
is, the great impr obabili ty that a
wr iter should speak of a place,
really  exist ing y by a name de-
scri pt ive of its particular nat u re ,
and , presentl y afte r, and in close
connection with wha t immediatel y
precedes, repeat the same name to
denote, not as before some such
place actual ly in existence, but
merel y nn image of a place of the
kind painte d on a person 's imagi-
nati on , which might have no ex.
ternal archet ype at all ; withou t
giving any clear intimat ion of his
affixing to the same term , repeated
within a very .short compass,
ideas as trul y opposi te to each
other as those of substance and
shad ow. It has been shewn al-
read y, that the phrases in or by
the Sp irit do not necessari ly im-
ply a vision , and there fore do not
clearl y intimate , that the word ,
which when first used meant a
teal wilderness , meant when used
next a visiondry one.

The two questions put by Mr.
F. p. 5% and 55. and be fore tra n-
scri bed , I shal l not repeat , but
pro ceed to extra ct an observatio n
iounde d on them , which occurs
in p. 62. c< Thou gh it could not
with any propri ety be salid (ob-
serves Mr. F.) that Christ was at
this time (when tht Sp irit descend-
ed on him ) carr ied into the wilder -
ness in a corporeal manner , in
which sense he was there alr eady ;
^et there is nothing improper in

saying* he was now conveyed into
a w ilderness in a spiritual manner ,
in vision or mental representatio n,
by the inspiration of the Spirit of
God/' With respect to this ob*
servati on I have to remark , that
thou gh there may be no impro-
pr iety in saying, a person was
conveyed into a wilderness in vi*
si oil, I am at a lc&s to discover
how there would be less iibpropri-
ety in saying, he was carried in
vision into the wilderness , in
which he was when he felHhto
the tran ce or vision , ttfan iti Say*
ing, he was carried in p erson in*
to the wilderness , in whifcfi he xvas
before he was carried thither , the
Impropriety (whic h," however , I
have alre ady endeavoured to
pro ve to be no morfc than a J rewi-
ing one,) ari sing in each case alike
from the circumstance of his bein«r
carried from one part of a place
to another part of the sam e p lace
considered in the whole of its ex±
ten t. Mr. F. appears to betra y
some suspicion of a defect in his
reasonin g to show 5 th at Jesus was
no£ led in p erson into the wilder-
ness in what he observes (p. 70.)
on Mar k i. 12, 13. There he
say s, <c It is without doubt of one
and the same wilderness , th at Stl
Mark speaks in both these ver ses.
And wer e we to grant that this
wilderness was a real one, am|
that Ma rk and the other " evange-
lists speak of Christ ' s being led ojjr
driven into it pe rsonall y and Cot?
pore ally, it may nevertheles s be
true , that his temptation wag a
mere vision ; if these phr ases, tf t p
Spirit , in and by  the Sp irit , iu}£
port in thi s history, as they cer-j
tainl y do elsewhere , a miraculo us
imp u lse and illumination of th$
Sp irit * discovering new truths to
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& prop het, revealing f u ture e~
*vent$  ̂ and exhibitin g scenes and
appearances bef ore his imag ina-
tion J* If Christ was led or driven
pe rsonally  and corpo really into a
real wilderness, then the conclu-
sion drawn with great confidence
from , tire ph rases, the Spirit \ in
and by the Spirit, that the evan-
gelists designed to represent the
temptation as a mere vision , is not
legit imate for the following rea-
sons : First s because it appears^that the evangelists intended , by
int roducing those ph rases in the
connections in which we find
them, to point out only what
agent it was that led or drove
Christ into the wilderness at firs t9
and not w hat agent presented
there supposed visions to his ima-
gina tion 40 days afterward s ; and,
secondl y, because from passages
before adduced it has been shown ^that those phrases not unfrequently
imply no more than a divine im*

To the Editor s of the Monthl y Reposit ory.
G ^ NTL Ei tf EW,

Ypur insertion in the M« Repos.
of the following Extracts, put in*
to my hands by a most benevo-
lent , as well as opulent Friend ,*
who lives" what he expresses of
Cordial concurrence with these
sent iments , wil l oblige your re
spectfu l reader,

R. J.
BENEVOLENCE.

w Benevolence ft to be jud ged of 1>y
p roportion , by income , by self-denial .
Hence the most liberal are often those
¦who give awa y least. Our Saviour him-
self declared  ̂ that the poor widow had

pulse prompting persons to do or
to refrai n fro m doing what other-
wise they might have omitted ov
done.

I now conclude this long letter,
the object of which is to lay before
your readers some reasons for my
having been long dissatisfied with
Mr. F.'s mode of explaining the
gospel narratives of Christ's temp-
tation in the wilderness. Another
ground (and in my apprehension
an important one) for my dissa-
tisfaction may be communi cated
at no very distant time. Perhaps
after I have written my next letter,
I rnaj' find it proper to proceed
no farther for a time in my pro-
jected plan , that I may have an
opportunity of seeing whether any
of your learned correspondents be
disposed to notice what shall have
been advanced by,

Sir,
Your's, &c.

GEllON*

given more tlian the rich. A period is
approachin g tha t will develope chaijrffc*
ter , and weigh motives. We mg&j bdl
separa te princi ple from pr actice*. It may
be charitable to give what we do not
want , and cannot use ; but sur ely this
is not the criterion of charity. It is not
the charity of him, who, th ough he wa*
rich , yet " for our sakes becam e poor ,
that we th rou gh hi* poverty might be
rich ." We read of the almsdeeds Dor-
cas did ; one fs specified : her makin g
garme nts for the poor."

Memoir s of Cor nelius Winter ,
8vo. 1808.

*' It matte rs not hoW larg e a char ita-
ble donation may seeni, if we view it

? «« The Fri ends ," as a peculiarl y appropr iated appellation , calls J oudl jr , m or*
eict to just ify such appropr iation , for a deep, uniform reciprocity of sympathisin g
fr iendshi p, and a cojiununity of benefits.

44 Ext racts 0* Benevolence*
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as a check upon the money-gett ing spi-
rit , (or desire of accumulat ion ,) but how
larg e it ia.when compared 'with, the bulk
of the savings that are left, A hun dred
pounds given away annuall y in benevo-
lence, may appear somethin g, and sound
han dsomely in the ears of the public ;
but if this sum be taken , from the savings
pf one or two thousand , it will be littl e
less than a reproach to the donor as a
Chr istian. In short , no other way than
the estimation of the gift by the sur plus
taring will do in the case in question .

But this would cert ainly be effectual to
the end proposed. It would entirel y
keep down the money-getting ; spirit It
would also do away the imputation of it
in the publ ic mind . For it is impossible
in this case, that the word Quakerism
should not become synon ymous with
chari ty ; as it ought to be if Quake rism
be a more than ordinary profession of the
Christian religion." Clarkso n 's Por -
traiture of Quakerism . ad edit . vol. in *
p. 266 and 267. See also p. 264, 265.

- - ¦¦ 
1 .

••¦There is a story how a learned friar
in Italy, famous for his learni ng an4
preachin g, was commanded to prea ch
before the Pope at a year of Jubilee ;
and to be the better furnished , he repair-
ed thither a good while before to Rome,
to see the fashion of the conclave , to ac-
commodate his sermonthe better . Whent
the day came he was to preach , having
ended his pr ayer , he looking a long
time abou t, at last he cried with a loud
ypice three times, St. Peter was a fmZ9
St. Peter tua s a f ool, St. Pete r ivas a fe vl%
which words ended he came out of the
pulpit. Being after convened before the
Pope, and asked why he so carried him*
self, he answered , Surel y, holy father,
if a pr iest may go to heaven abounding
in wealth , honour , and preferment , and
live at ease, seldom or never to preach ,
then surel y Sim Peter <was a fo ol, who
took such a hard way in travelling, in
fastittg9 in preachin g, to go thither ,"

Gleanings , . . ' . . . ' gg

©JLIANINGS , OR SELECTI ONS AND REFLECTION S MADE IN A
COURS E OF GE NERAL READING.

No- XLIX.
Jubilee Sermon .

Whiston rema rks in his Memoi rs
[Vol. i. 301.] upon the inac -
ti vity or ignora nce of the general -
ity of those that have of late been
preferre d By the court to be bishops
and deans ; nay, or by the bishops
thems elves to be arc hdeacons also ,
that they know one clergyman
(meaning himself) of no pre fer-
ment at all, that hath wri tten
more books of learjung, and most
of them for the propag ati on of
tr uth and the true Chri sti an reli-
gion, and for the con futation of
sceptics and infidels , thfl.ii all of
the m3 above an hundred in num.
ber , have done. To so little ad-
van tage, he add s, does the pre-
sent disp osal of preferment s turn ;
and so littl e benefit does either
churc h or state receive fro m the
possessors of them . I concl ude,
lie says, with a very remarkab le
passage, which I have lately met
with in a Serm on pr eached at a
lord arch bishop's tri ennial and
ordi nary visitation ; I suppose in
the days of Queen Elizabeth , up-
on Eccles. xii. 10. The preach er
did seek out p leasant words. The
accoun t is in these words *

vol. v. B

No. L.
Living and Dying *

Wh en the Act of Uniformit y
was passed at the Restorati on, a
fellow of Emanu el College, Cam-
bri dge, Was represen ting, in con-
versation with a friend , a fellow
of the same college, the great , dif-
ficulties of conformity , in point
of conscience , but concluded how-
ever with these word s : Bu t we
must live I To which the other
answered only, with the like num-
ber of words ., But ivc must 4ie !



Sfo; LI . .
The Press a villainous Engine.
" The press, (that villainous en-

gine ,) invented much about the
same time with the Reformation,
hath done more mischief to the
discipline of our church, than all
the doctrine can make amends
for. 'Twas an happy ti me when
all learning was in manuscri pt ,
and some little officer did keep the
key s of the library . When the
clergy needed no more knowledge
than to read the liturgy , and the
laity no more clerkship than to
save them fro m hanging. But
now, since printing came into the
world , such is the mischief, that
a man cannot wri te a book , but
presently he is answered. There
h&^e been ways found out to ba-
nish ministers, to fine, not only
the people, but even the grounds
and fields where they assembled in
conventicles. But no art yet
could prevent these seditious meet-
ings of letters. Two or three
brawny fello ws in a corner, with
mere ink and elbow-grease, do
more harm than an hundred
schismatical divines with their
sweaty preaching. Their ugly
pri n ting-letters, th at look but like
so many rotten teeth , how oft have
th<*y been pulled out by B. and L.
the public tooth-drawers ! and
yet these rascal ly operators of the
press have got a trick to fasten
them again in a few minutes, that
they gro*v as firm a set , and as
biting and talkative as ever. O
Printing ! how hast thou disturb-
ed the peace of mankind 1 That
lea d , when moulded into bullets,
is not so mortal , as when founded
Into letters ! There was a mistake
sure in the story of Cadmus ;
and the serpent's teeth which

No. L1I.
A Dilemma.

c< The body of the nation were
under one hardshi p at the time
of the Revolution, which was a
sensible conviction to many, of
the great inconvenience of being
under a confi nement to particular
forms of divine worshi p. Whil e
they pri vately prayed for the
Prince of Orange's prosperity, they
were forced in public to pray, ac-
cordrng to the liturgy, that God
would be the defender and keeper
of King James, and give him vic-
tory over all his enemies.'' Cala-
my, i. 387. &

No. LIII.
Parliament Faith.% Robert Robinson somewhere

recommends to pay parliamentary
taxes, and to obey parliamentary
civil statu tes, but to u have no.
thing to do with a parliamentary
religion , or a parliamentary God/*
Robinson might have in his recol-
lection an expression used by
Osborn , a political and miscella-
neous writer, who died in 1658.
In <c Some Traditional Memorials
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth/*
he says that in that period cc the
doctrine professed most general ly
in England bore in forei gn nations
the name of parliament-faith."

No, LTV.
Dr. Pdhy y s Story of the Pigeons,

and kis Divine Right of Con-
stables^.
The late excellent life of Paley

by Mr* Mea dJey^ [see M. Rep.\oi.
iv. p. 1(>3»] will it is to be hojrfcd

26 Gleanings.

he sowed , were nothing else but
the letters which he invented.!'
Marvell's Rehearsal Transposed .
1672. p. 5.-



make the character of that learned >
jud icious, and liberal divine ge-
nerally known. The biographer
has brought forward and very hap-
pily illustrated Paley 's virtues.
Perhaps, there may not be enoug h
shade in the picture. TheJbibk*s
of Paley were not few nor small
His not affording to keep a consci-
ence y and his celebrated chapter
on subscrip tion ought not to be
passed over lightl y.

Paley was long neglected , but
preferments came upon him thick
enough at last. It is sui'eiy a
Avaste of grief to lamen t that a man
who possessed fro m • SO0O1. to
30001. per ann* in the church ,
was not raised by ministeri al pa-
tronage to a condi tion of say ing,
Nolo epvscop ari.

' Mr. Meadley conj ectures th at
the promotion of Paley was re-
tarded by the freedom of same of
his political remarks 'in li is Mo-
ral Phi losop hy. Two of the pas.
sages pointed out in this connec-
tion by the biographer , are wor-
thy of transcri ption , for the sake
of such as are not acquainted with
the admirable wojk in which they
are contained.

The Story of the Pigeons con-
stitutes the whole of the firs t chap-
ter on Property .

" If you should see a flock of pigeons
in a field of corn ; and if (instead of each
picking where and what it liked, takin g
ju st as much as it wante d , and no more )
you should see" ninety -nine of them gath -
ering all they got into a heap ; rese rvin g
nothing for themselves but the chaff and
refuse; keep ing this heap for one, and
tha t the weak est perha ps and worst pi-
geon of the flock ; sittin g round , and
looldr g on all the winter , whilst thi s
qne was devouring, throwing about ,
an d wasting it ;  an d, if a pigeon more
hard y and hun gry than the rest , touc hed
a grain of the hoard , all the others in-
stantl y flying upon it , and tearin g it to
pieces ; if you should iee th is, you would

see nothin g more,tTian is every day prac -
tised and established among men. Among
men you ste the ninety and jiine, toiling
and scrap ing together a heap of superflu-
ities for one ; getting nothing for them -
selves all the whil e, but a little of the
coarsest of the provision ,which their own
labour pr oduces ;_ and this one too, often-
times the feeblest and worst of the whole
set , a child , a woman ,a madman ,or a foo1 ;
looking qu ietl y on , while they see th fc
fruits of all their labour spent or spoiled ;
and if one of them take or touch a par-
ticle of it , the others jo in again st him
and han g him for the theft .*'

The other passage occurs B<
vi. ch. 4.. on c4 ' th6 Duty of Civil
Obedience as stated in the Scrip-
tures/' It deserves to be quoted
at length , not merely on^account
of its excellence, but also of its
bei ng (according to Mr. Meadley)
differentl y worded in tne la ter edi.
t ions. It is here copied from the
ninth edit. Svo. 1793. vol. ii. p.
162, 3.

<c St. Paul has said , « Whosoever re-»
sistcth the power , resiste th the ordinanc e
of God.' This phrase , ' the ordinan ce
of God ,' is by many so inter preted as to
authorise the most exalted and supersti-
tious ideas of the regal charact er. But ,
surel y, such inter preters have sacrificed
truth to adu lation . For, in the first
place, the expression , as used by St.
Paul , is just as applicab le to one kind
of government , and to one kind of suc-
cession, as to another —to the elective
magistrates of a pure republ ic, as to an
absolute hereditary monar ch. In th e
next place, it is not affir med of the su-
pre me magistrate exclusively, that be
is the ordinance of God ; the t itle , what -
ever it imports , belongs to every inferio r
officer of the state as much as to the high-
est . The divine right of Jt In gs'is like the
divine ri ght of constable s — the lav/ of the
land , or even actual and qu ier posne^irn
of thei r office ; a ri ght rati fied , we hum-
bly presume , by the divine app robation ,
so long as obedience to their author ity
appears to be necessar y or conducive to
the common welfare. Pr inces afe or-
dained of God by virtue onl y of tha t ge-
nera l decree , by, which he assent s, and
adds the sancti on of his will , to every
law of society, which prom otes his own
purpose, tji e communica tion of human
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happiness ; according to which idea of
their origin and constitution , and with-
out any repugn ancy to the words of St.
Pau l% they are by St. Peter denominated
the ordinance of man .

. No.- i.VI.
Buonapa rte to live Thir ty Tears.

The empero r Napoleo n has
formed many projects for the good
of his loving subjects ; amongst

2 Kings viii. 15. is thus trans -
late d by Dr . Geddes 5 *' But , on
the next day, havin g taken a j iy -
het dipped iii waier , and put it
upon his face  ̂ he died : and Ha-
zael rei gned in his stead. '*

*' In renderin g this verse ,' says
Dr. G. *' I hav e departed from
all the ancien t versions and most
modern interpreters . They ascri be
this action to Hazae l, ap d make
him smother the king. 1 am con-
vinced that the text adm its of no
such meaning - Ben-Adad , en-
coura ged by the reported answer
b* Elijah , makes use of a violen t

* Attt iq. J ud , 1. ix, c. iy« § 6, (Ed . Hudso n.)

-s.

which are the notable ones of di-
vorcin g an old wife in order to
marr y a young one, and of living
thirty y ears longer .

The period herfc assigned by
the emperor as the bounds of his
wishes with regar d to life, was the
exact term of years which one of
Oliver Cr omwell 's subj ects and
admi rers pitched upon for the life
of the Protector , lying on hfe
death -bed ! Is not th is ominou s ?

A noted independent divine, when
01, Cromwell was sick, of which sickness
he died , declared that God had repealed
to him, that he should recover and live
3& years longer, for that. God had raised
him up for a work which could not be
done in less time. But Oliver 's death
being published two days after , the said
drvine publicly in prayer expostulated
with God for the defeat of his?p^pphecy,
in these words ; Lord, thou hast lied unt *
us ; yea, thou bast lied unto us, J .

remedy to allay the heat of his
feyer : and claps on his face a wet
net. This stops the perspiration ,
and he dies in consequence.
See C. ' R "

It is to be lamented that the
wri ter did not live to favour the
public vuth his crit ical remark * in
justification of this rendering.
That Ha zael was the murderer of
his raabte r, wj II 5 1 think ', appear
hi ghl y pr obable , from the follow-
ing considerations :

(1st.) J o$ephus * expressl y re*
presents him as such.

(3d.) The conduct of Elisha

No. LV.
Jo hn Wesley 's Commentary *
In John Wesley's New Testa-

men t , edition of 1755 , there are
the following harmonious notes
on two different passages. John
iii. 13. and Rev. xix. 20.

i€ Enoch and Elijah are not in
heaven  ̂ but only  in p aradise "

" Enoch and Elijah entered at
mnce into the highest deg ree of
glory y without f ir st waiting tn
par adise/ V\

* * ¦ i

28 Remarks up on 2 Kings viii. 15. SfC ,
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and of Haza el, recorded in verses
the eleventh and . twelfth , cannot
be well explained but on this sap-
position ,* with which

(3d.) Nothin g that we are ac-
quainted with in the charac ter of
Haz ael is inconsistent , but the
reverse .

Job xiii. &. The verb wh ich
our tr anslators here render by
contend . Heat h renders by e#e-
cute judgment f or.  I have exam-
ined the several passages whe re
the word occurs in the Old Tes-
tamen t, and find that its general
signification h conten d, and that
sometimes it denotes a judicial
process, but that it never has, un-
equivocal ly, the sense, as Heath
sta tes, of execut ing J udgment *
This learned author seems to be
occasionally misled by the facility
with which he perceives Jewish
allusions in the book of Job , to
which he assigns a later date than
is, in my opinion , probable.

Mark i. l6.—&c. Townson , in
his valuable Discourses on the Four

Sep t. 16, 1809.
SIR ,

As an inquir er after trut h , and
observing the candid manner learn -
ed men of the present day of va-
rious sentiments now discuss the
fundamentals of reli gion , I submit
to you the conside ra tion of Genesis
the 1st and 2(>th , hoping some of
your corre sponden ts will give ,
thro ugh the medium of your well-
conducte d Repository , such an
explanatio n as will heal the sta b ,
the mortal wound , wh ich the
eloquen t Chr y sostom says is given
to A nanism by that text , which
if his re ndering (or the late learn -

Gospels, accounts for Mark 's
calli ng the lake of Galilee the sea
of Galilee ;

u The title of sea , which had
been famil iar to them in thei r own
language , was natu ral ly transfer *
red to the Greek by those who
were bre d oh the borders of this
lake, at a dista nce fro m the
ocean ; and seemed justified by the
magnitude of such a body of wa-
ters , the idea of which had
been earl y impressed upon their
minds /'+

It confirm s this ^observa tion tha t,
according to Heath , in his note
on Job xiv. 12. the Hebre w word ^(commonly trans lated sea )̂ u is
used in a large sense , to expres s
not only the sea, hut , any large
collection of waters, whethe r pool ,
lake, pond, or spri ng-head. This
sense," he adds , u it hath also in
the Syriac language, as well as the
Arabic, as the learned Schultens
hath shown/' N*Dec. 11 , 1809*

ed Bishop Home's) be the true
one. the Jews have been in er-
ror fro m the beginning, Moses
and the pro phets have been grossly
ignoran t, or very negli gent in not
teaching them what was so very
clear, and th? Unita rians of these
times must take shame to them.
se lves, for the ;r assertions that the
doctrine of the Trinity was un-
known to t he Jews and fi rst Chris*
tians, and not authorised by either
the Old or New Testament.

I am. Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A Non-Con, of the Old
School.

* Lettres de cjuelques Juifs, &c. vol. ii, pp» 3*7—329. (cinq, ed.)
+ t\ ix, (8vo. ed.)

In quiry concerning Gen. \. 20. 29



REVIEW.

Art. I. A New Testament ; 6r ^ the New Covenant according to
Ltike9 Paul , and Joh n. Publish ed in conf ormity to the Plan of
the lat e Rev. Edward Evamon, A. M. Large 12mor pp. 372.
London, 1807.

A considerabl e period has « e.
lapsed since the publication of this
volume ; but our apparent neg-
lect of it has not ari sen from any
deficiency of respect to the me-
mory of Mr. Evaiison 5 nor from
any diminution of our conviction ,
that his principles respecting the
canon of the N. T. as advanced
in the Dissonance, are without
adequate foundation. W i t h  thi s
conviction , we cannot but liope5
that they will never be extensively
adopted ; and we feel unfe igned
regret when we hear that any
whose opinions are likel y to influ-
ence those of others, have been led.

30 Review.—New Testament ; on the Plan of Mr.. Eva/i son.

, on mark iii . 20, 21. . . '

SIR ,
As the reflection which the

friends of Jesus appear (according
to our translation) to have made
upon him , Mark iii. 20, 21, u He
is beside himself,'' seems exceed-
ingly harsh ; give me leave to ask
whether Dr. Priestley's version of
the passage may not be thought
preferable ? He supposes, that
the pronoun avro v, and the verb

^sry)^ refer, not to Jesus, but to
tlie multitude ; and that the mean-
ing is, that , when some of the
friends of Jesus heard that so great
a concourse of people was assem-
bled , sl& that he had not time to
take necessary refreshment , they
went out to restrain the multitude
say ing, u They are quite furious. '*

J . T.

by Mr. E.'s representations to re-
ject what we deem the invaluable
records of Matthew and John :
but we are not among those who
think , that truth should some-
times shrink from discussion, or
that its inte rests can be perma-
nently served by silence, as to
the obj ections urged against i t ;
and we should therefore, long
ere this time, have brou ght for-
wards the Evansonian New Testa-
ment ,* to the notice of our read-
ers, if it had not appeared to call
for some consideration of the ob-
j ections u rged by Mr. E. against
those portions of the N , T. which

? We wish to be understood as employ ing this , appellation merely for the sak$
•f conven ience. We are aware that there is no argu ment in a name.

•' still fleas 'd to prai se, yet not afraid to blame. "
Pope*



he rejects as spurious. Thhs un-
dertaking, various circumstances
have prevented ; arid we shall now
principally confine ourselves to
the consideration of the volume
before us, because one of our cor-
respondents has given us reason to
expect, thsat he - wul furnish us
with a series afVstrictures ont the
Dissonance. _3 .

mi ¦> t . • -v -r m • *The Evai^onian N.T. consists*as would be expected from the
title, of those portions only of the
commonly received canon 5 which
Mr. ET regards as genuine. We
accordingly do not find in it, the
gospels of Matthew ? ' Mark, and
John, (which Mr. E. rejected
" as sp urious f ictions of the se-
cond century , unnecessary, and
even p rej udicial̂  to the cause of
true Christianity, ") nor certain
portions of the gospel of Luke,
nor the Epistles to the Romans,
to the Ephesians, to the Colossi-
ans, to the Hebrews, of James,
of Piter, of John , and of Jude,
and, in the Revelations, the epis-
tles to the seven churches of Asia.
The parts^f Luke's writings which
Mr. E. regarded as Spurious , are
in the Gospel , ch. L 5.—ii. 52.
containing the narrative of the
birth of John and of Jestis ; ch.
hi. 21 -—28. the baptism and ge-
nealogy of Jesus ; ch. iv. 1—13
respecting the temptation ; ch. viii
26—39. the cure of the demoni-
acs ; ch. ix. 29—36. the transfi-
guration ; ch. xxiii. 42, 43. the
request of the malefactor and our
Lord's promise ; and in the Acts,
ch. xix ,  11, 12. The Evansonian
N. T. contains, therefore, the
chief part of the gospel of Luke,
nearly the whole of the Acts, ten
Epistles of Paul, and the book
of Revelation , excepting ch. i. 4.
iii. 22. 'l^hose of our readers who

view Mr. Evanson's principles of
criticism in the s^xne light with
ourselves, must h ave experienced
some surprise that he left so much.
If we had adopted them , we must
own that we should have thereby
been led to rej ect many passages
in which we now feel little or no
difficulty ; and we h^ope it is not
uncandid to conj ecture, (though
we should be pleased to find our-
selves mistaken in so doing,) that
few Evansonians think all to be
genuine, which Mr. Evanson him-
self received as such. His gran d
test of completed proph ecy, is
app licable to a very small part of
those books which he admits into
his canon ; and whether the other
parts be rej ected or received, is
left to depend upon the sagacity
of the reader in discovering absur-
dities or contradictions. We our*
selves see none in many of those
portions which Mr. E. rej ects^and for which he rej ects whole
books ; but if before we had stu-
died the nature of evidence in ge-
nera l, and of that for the genuine-
ness -and authenticity of the N.T.
in particular, we had been his dis-
ci ples, our present apprehension
is, that we should have used the
pruning knife with a less sparing
hand tnan he haa. himself.

A fter all , we most willingly
admit, th at the writings of Luke
contain ail that is essentially ne-
cessary to Christian faith and
practice ; and it is clear that he
himself thought so. But while
we are thank fu l for the light whic h
he was enabled to communicate
to Theophilus , we cannot bat
prefer, as far as respects our Lord'*
ministry , the narratives of Mat*.
thew and Joh n , as-more import-
ant in thei r prac tical tendency ,
and better calculated to give a

Review.—New* Testament ; on the Pla n of Mr. Evanson . SI



lively convict ion in real ity of his
actions and character : and were
we to rest our own belief in the
divini ty of our Lord 's mission on
internal evidence alone, we should
depend upon the gospel of John
for the mai n support of it. When
stud ying that narrati ve we have
been struck with indications of au-
thenticity which have powerfull y
corroborated our convict ion of
the truth of the gospel-histor y de-
rived from other source s : and it
appears to us to be a fact , which
should a littl e stagge r the con fi-
dence of the Evansonian in the de-
cisions of his instru ctor , th at one
who had many qualities of mind
in common with him , equal inde-
pendence and sinceri ty 5 and pro-
bably greater learnin g and critical
skill , so far from think ing as Mr.
E.- does, that the gospel of Joha
€5 does not deser ve the least credit
or atten tion ," declares it to be
his decided opinion ,* that it con-
tains ' raofe and clearer mark s of
authentici ty, that it wear s a com-
plexion eminentl y characteristic
of its ori ginal , and comprises an
intrinsic usefulness and excellence
above the rest.

We did hope to have found in
the Preface of this volume, - some
corrobor ation , or at leas t some
attempt at the corroboration , of
Mr. Evanson 's princi ples ; but the
Editor appears to receive them ,
withou t hesitation , as he expresse s
no dissatisfacti on with them , or
with Mr. E/s app lication of them .
The only stat ement which appears
designed for this pu rpose, is in
p. vii.

** Yet even in these histories . Mr .

Evans on has discovere d what he deettip
to be manifest interpolations : such are
the two first chapters of Luke's gospel
which follow the short introd uctory
preface or dedication to Theophilus ;
the account of the baptism , temptation ,
and tra nsfigurati on of Jesus ; the story
of the herd of swine, the conversati on
respectin g parad ise, with the thief on
the cross, besides some passages in the
Lord' s prayer ; and in this latter suppo-
sition he is fortified by the opinion of the
late excellent and very laborious critic
Archb ishop Newcome, who has in his
version omitted what he conceives to her
the inter polation s in that form, of devo-
tion.**

We quote the foregoin g passage
princi pally for the purpose of re-
marki ng, th at though we doubt
not the Editor had no intention
to deceive, it certainl y is calcu*
lated to mislead the reader - Taken
in connexion with thfe precedin g
para gra ph, (in which Mr. E.'s
opinion had been stated , that it is
best to rest the evidence of Chris ,
tianit y on the wri tings of Luke ,
&c.) it appears to implv, th at
Archbisho p Newcome's omission
of the inte rp olated clauses of the
Lord 's prayer, fortifies Mr. Evan *
son's opinion, as to the spurious -
ness of the whole of the passages
refer red to. But passing by the
mere ambi guity in language , it
must leaH the unlearned reader to
suppose , that Nevvcome's rejec-
tion of inter polations , and Evan -
son's, proceed upon! the same pr in-
ciples ; wherea s Arch. Newcome,
following Griesbac h , rejec ts cer-
tai n clauses in the Lord 's piayer ,
upon the preponderatin g evidence
of manusc ri pts, versions , and an-
cient quotations , and Mr , Evan *
son, without neglecting this evi-
dence , where it is in his favour ,

/
* Sefc Wakefield' s Evidences , p. 1J 6 * We observed this passage after the preced e

ing part of the paragra ph was written , -while turnin g over the leaves with a some-
what different Object.
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rejects by the evidence of intu-
ition.

" The translation here given of
the authentic Scriptures, is, with
some few exceptions, taken from
the venerable Archbishop New-
come's version, frdm which also
the notes are almost wholly se-
lected." There can be no doubt
of the propriety of this part of the
plan, except that justice to the
Archbishop renders it at least de-
sirable, that all departures from
his version , and all additions to
his notes, should have been care-
fully specified. It cannot be ex-
pected th at we should have mi-
nutely exam ined the general con-
tents of the volume before us,
since they have been long before
the public : but the notes appear
to be in general well selected ,
and must be very usefu l to those
who, partaking in Mr. Evarrson's
disgust towards the rej ected books,
wish even to avoid the sight of
the-m, and consequently confine
their attention to this volume.
We perceive that in 1 Tim. "iii.16.
the translation is founded upon
the reading which ; but in 2 Cor.
viii v 9. the primate's version is re-
tained, and j  what is a. little ex-
traordinary, the primate's notes,
*' Rick in the glories of his divine
nature, poor by taking on him
human nature, and appeari ng even
in an humble state of life."
Th rough a similar inadvertency ,
we here and there perceive that
notes are left , imp lying the genu-
ine ness of the other gospels, which
we should have expected would
scarcely have escaped the keen
examinatio n of a thorough Evan-
fioniu n .

We have heard assigned as one
motive for the publication of the
Evansonian N. T. that no version

of the N . T. was generally access-
ible, conveying j ust ideas as to the
reading and translation of some
very important passages, which
have material ly contributed to
strengt hen, and are even the ge-
neral support of, widely prevalent
errors respecting the person of
Christ , and the Unity of God.
This, however, we are led to
suppose, must be a mistake ; for
the plan of the I. V. was brought
forwards to the Unitarian Society ,
in the spring of 1806, (see M.
Rep. vol . i. p. 383,) and that
work was actual ly in circulation
by the middle ot 1808. The rea-
sons assigned in the Preface are as
follow :

tc The reader is now in full possession
of the plan upon which this volume of
the New Covenant is submitted to the
public. Had Mr. Evanson lived he
would certainl y hav e done that himself ,
which is here performed by hi«^ friend ,
as a memorial to his great talents , ar -
dent assiduit y, and inflexible integri ty,
in the pursuit and pr omulgation of the
trut h.

" The cause a£ pure Christianity has
never yet been injured by fair inquir y
and cand id discussion ; and it i- confi-
dentl y expected that the presen t publi-
cat ion, so far from increasin g the num -
ber of unbelievers , will be the mean s of
leading some per sons to atten d to the
evidences of revelation , who have be-
fore discarded it as a cunnin gly devised
fable , on accoun t of certain thin gs at-
tac hing to it , wh ich to them may seem
to have been obviated by Mr. Evanson 's
inquiries. "

We are not informed that Mr.
E. had actuall y projected a work
similar to the one before us, and
committed the execution of it to
the gentleman who has undertaken
it ; we presume, therefore, that
we are to consider the preceding
statement, as containing a com-
plete view of the grounds u pon
which the publication rests for its
vindication. Now3 whether the
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Editor really adopted Mr E.'s opi-
nions exactly as he has stated
them, or was principally influ-
enced by personal attachment to
him , it appears to us, that these
grounds are inadequate. When
we fi rst saw the Work announced ,
we inferred from the title, and we
still think j ustly, that Mr. E. had
given direc tions for the prepara-
tion of. it; and we could easily
suppose, that the ardour and
strength of conviction manifested
in the Dissonance, would have
prompted to a work which , even
more than that on which it is
founded, would have proved the
confidence which he felt in the
truth of his opinions, and indicat-
ed the decision of his belief, th at
he had succeeded in separating the
wheat from the chaff ,, wi th  which
it had been for age s blended , and
xvith which it had heen very fi rmly
united by the researches of Jones,
Lard ner, MichaeJis, Lqss, and
others, who, with intentions as
honest, and understandings as vi-
gorous as his own, had ri sen fro m
a full and patient examination of
the evidences, external and inter-
nal, with a conviction that the
narratives ascribed to Matthew.
Mark , and John , are assuredly
genuine, as firm as lie himself
fel t that they are assuredly spu~
rious. But when we found th at
the work did not ori ginate in Mr.
E/s natural attachment to his own
system, we could not avoid scru-
tinizing its object more minutely ;
and we still retain the opinion
which we then formed , that no
valuable . purpose could be ex-
tensively answered by it , and that
it will only serve to confirm the
Evanson ian in his hypothesis, th at
this volume contains at least all
the genuine records of the New

Covenant—unless indeed it should
strengthen the attachment of
other Christians to the rest of the
historical books, by leading them
to perceive how much of that
which now fi binds the gospel to
the heart ," they must give up?
if Mr. Evanson's opini ons could
be proved , That this Testament
can be considered as iurn^hing
any new grounds in the argument,
we cannot suppose ; and if not*
it can onl y be considered as a re-
gister of Mr . E/s decisions, which
would h ave been full y as well an-
swered by a 1 able exhibiti ng all
the passages which he rega rded as
spurious ; and this  would have
enabled any Lvansonian to cross
them off in a common N. T. as
unworth y of attent ion , and any
other cri tic to mark them , as ob~
j ected to by an honest and excel-
lent believer in Chri stianity .

Many respect the character of
Mr. E. and estimat e as hi ghly
perhaps as the Editor , iW his great
talents , ardent a^iduity , and in-
flexible integrity in the pursuit5*
of truth and in the promulgation
of what he regarded as such , who
are decidedly of op inion , that he
wandered widely from the truth
on this subj ect, and who think ;
that hib Dissonance has a direct
tendency to annihilate some of the
chief supports of ^Chris t ian fai th,
and to produce a general scepti-
cism as to the truth of Christian-
i ty, by resting the belief oj fit aU
most entirely on evidence which
is generally found to be too ob-
scure and too much involved in
difficulty to produce of itself a
lively and strong cor^viction, so
important as the ground of a prac-
tical faith.

But whatever opinion be form-
ed as to the value of Mr. Evan-
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son's critical princi ples, we must
pronounce the pre sent work to be
premature . We appeal to thei r
warmes t admirers , and beg leave
to ask if it be in any degree pro -
bable , th at Mr. E.

% 
should have

completely succeeded in establish-
ing and app lying a set of canons ,
by which all the spuri ous parts of
the received canon are to be se-
par ated from the genuine , and
these all left. In fact , the Pre -
face contains a j ustific ati on of our
censure ,—a letter from Mr. Evan-
son's brother , in which two other
passages of Luke are speci fied as
probabl y spuri ous, (viz, ch. xxii.
24—38. * and vs. 49—51.) and
reasons are assigned which appear
to us as satisfactory as most of
th ose advanced in the Dissonance.

We admire the vi gour and pe-
netration of Mr. E/s understa nd-
ings the ard our of his zeal in the
Cause of truth , and the disinter -
ested integrity of his conduct ;
but fro m his wri tings, and we
have had no other means of know-
ledge, we have never been led to
think hi ghly of the extent or
sound ness of his critical skill , of
the clearness of his conceptions,
or of the comprehension and ac-
curacy of his ju dgment. It has
never appe are d to us* that he suf-
ficientl y possessed the cast of mind
requisite for his undertaking .
With a sincere veneration ior
truth , an eager desire to obtai n
it , and an undau nted firmn ess in
the avowal of what he regar d ed as
such , he did not unite the pati -
ence and correctness of research

and exam ination , the discrimi na-
tion in the balancin g of probabi -
lit ies, the skill in the anal yzing of
evidence, and th e humi lity and
caution in the formati on of his
conclusions , which are necessar y
on a subj ect of such great import -
ance . It appears to usr both
from what we observe in his wr it-
ings, and fro m the impressions
which we have derived fro m them
as to the charac ter of his mind ,
that he was capable of dwellin g
upon difficulties on the one side,
till he total ly lost sight of difficul -
ties on the other ; that he gene-
ralized with uncommon ra pidity ;
and thai when he had once form-
ed a conclusion , slight presump -
tions in its favour were magnified
into pro ofs, and the stro nges t op.
opposing pr esumpt ions deemed
scarcel y deservin g of notice. He
would have been a powerfu l aux-
iliar y to the re formers from po-
pery : its obvious and injurious
absurd ities he would have seen
and made others see at a glance ,
and would have exposed them with ,
all the enthusi asm of feeling, the
rap id ener gy of reasoning , and the
severi ty of language which mark
his Dissonance ; but the object
of that work was of a differen t de-
scri ption , and required different
qualifications ; and we are much
mistaken if the reasonings of the
author ever did more tha n perplex
those wh om they did not convince
at f irst sight. In fine, the Dis-
sonance appears to us to afford a
melanchol y instanc e how much
even an ardent love of truth may

* The writer says, " Would it not be proper , therefore , to go from the end
of ?. 34. c. xxii. immediate ly to v. 37."'' but this is probabl y a mistak e of the
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be misguided, when united with
that independence which disdains
the shackles of authori ty , unless
the imagination have/been brought

Wider subj ection to the under^
standing, and the j udgment dis-
ci plined to habits of sound and
cautious reasoning.

Art. 11. The Obligation and Ut ility of Public Worship  z a Dis-
course delivered at the op ening of the Old Jewry Chapel ^ in J ervin
Street) Dec. 10, 1809, and publishe d at the Request of the Soci-
ety. By Abraham Reesy D. D. F.R.S. 8vo. pp. 27. Longman
and Co.

i

From Nehemiah x. 32T. We will
not f orsake the house of our God,
the preacher to his ustial manner,
perspicuous and j udicious, sets
forth the reasons of adherence to
public worshi p. The adoption of
the resolution of the text, he ar-
gues, 1, Expresses a becoming
deference to the jud gment and
practice of wise and good men
who have lived before us ; 2. May
be considered as the dictate of a
sense of duty ; 3. or, as dictated
by a desire of personal improve-
ment ; 4. Is the resul t, with such
as are actuated by principles of
piety, or by a conviction of the
truth and excellence of Christi-
ani ty, of a regard to the honour

of God, and a solicitude to main-
tai n the credit and promote the
influence of religion ; 5, May
proceed from principles of bene-
nevolence.

We are pleased to see in ihe
Sermon references to Mrs. Bar-
bauld's " admirable pamphlet on
the expediency and propriety of
public or social worship/' We
should be glad if the demand oc->
casioned by this and similar means
for the pamphlets of this elegant
and nervous writer seould occa*
sion their collection and re-publi-
cation. They would form as ac-
ceptable a present to the public
as ever issued from the press.

Art. I I I .  A Series of Questions adapt ed principal ly to the Histo-
rical Scrip tures of the Old and New Testament , with Ref erences
to the Bible. By J ohn Holland. 12mo* pp .. 64.

Art. IV. A P ra ctica l Catec hism, referring to the Bible f or  Answersy
to be given f rom Memory or in Writ ing. By the same. J2mo.
pp. 54. Pri ce 2s. or ll. per dozen , (together.) Longman and Co.
1809.

Of these catechisms the ques-
tions only are given at length ;
the answers are referred to in the
Bible. The questions are con-
nected, perspicuous, rational and
jud icious : the answers are de-

signed to be either committed to
memory or wri tten out upon a
slate or paper, by the pup il. We
approve entirel y oi the plan, as
being well calculated to make
youiiis familiar with the Scriptures.
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SONNET
TO A N EW-BORN INFANT.

3y her Grandmother\
Welcome, sweet stranger , to thy new

abode !
All is prepar 'd that ease an<J health re-

quire : ,.
What nature asks is stored in little space ;
Thy new abode is no abiding place.
Splendour to him who travel s is a load
The wise would shun , the vain alone

desire.
"Welcome , sweet traveller , to thy br ief

abode ,
Not idly lofty, "nor yet meanl y low.
Not such as binds to earth th* immor tal

mind
In selfish luxury , nor yet confin 'd,
As not to furnish , on life's crowded

road , . " . 
¦

Subsistence meet, and something to be-
stow.

Whether thy path be rough, or soft and
even,

O may it upward lead, and terminate in
heav'n! A. H.

THE HUSBAND TO HtS WIFE.
The circling years bring round again,
Life of my life ! our wedd ing-day ;
While mem'ry leads a misty train
Of fears and pains long_pass 'd away.
With eyes which fond reflections fill ,
Those half-for gotten pains I see, Q
And almost wish I felt them still,
Since it was sweet to weep for thee.
But if—(O stran ge capricious heart J ^If to recall the past once more,
'Twe re doom'd that we again must part
I'd spurn the boon I now implore :
For thou gh life's bloomy, vivid hours
Be fading fast ; thou gh sudden joys
ISlo longer throu gh desp onden t show'rs
Tumul tu ous fire my ardent • yeu ;
Though I no longer see from far ,
Thy figu re (lighter than xh< ; air j
Boundin g beneath the mornin g-star .
To meet me oil the mountai n there ;
Yet do I find a softer grace
The seat of th at gay charm assum e ;
And milder , tenderer tints displace
The rich ness oi thy summer 's bloom;

( 37 )

VThen, oft thy conscious beauty shot
Triumphant shafts, to quell the free ;
iSTow, those dear eyes have quite forgot
To shine for any one but me.
And though they now no lightnings

dart.
Yet ev'ry beam is full of love ;
And love is beauty's deathless party
Its source, its soul, in realms above.
I know that all thy wishes, thoughts,
Affections, hopes,, are each mine own ;
Devoted even to my faults,
And prizing life for me alone.
Then wherefore should I e'er regret
Those times when thou wast cold to this;
When as our youthful glances met,
I trembling snatch 9d th* unwilling kiss ?
Ah! now, within my faithful arms
I press thee with a fonder thrill ;
I see thy soul in fuller charms,
And think thy face unrivalTd still.

M

BENEVOLENCE AN» GRAT ITUDE.
O say what virtue of the great
Gives highest polish to their state!
*Tis that which gladness can dispense
To sorrow, sweet Benevolence. t
O say what virtue cheers the bed,
And throws a lustre round- the shed
Of Poverty, so low and rude ?
'Tis the mild beam of Gratitude. P.

™^- —^^ ^^mmmmmm ^^mm * • * if

A P A R A P H R A S E  ON I COR. XllL
A sweetly modulated song can charm
But with a ceasing momentary note,
That steals upon the fancy as a beam
Emitted from the sun, by passing clouds
Soon overshadowed; darting fast away ;
As ether fading ; dying ere it warms.
*Tis as the tremulous ocean's surging

wave ;—
Fleet as the sound which swells and

leaves the mind
With nothing to leflect upon,—no fond
Endearing thoughtsyr-compared with

Charity,
Whose open hand has never known the

bane
Of fraud ; whose lip has uniformly worn
A simple, unassuming smile ; whose

eyes

P O E T R Y .



Are ever sparkling with a ray of joy .
As Argus boasted of a hundred eyes,
Had I to boast a hundred fluent tongues ,
"With wisdom's power and oratory 's

charms
To aid them all , I have not any thing,
Unless I am po^sess^d of Charity.
And thoug h I unde rstan d all mysteries
And arts ; enjoy the gift of prophecy ;
And have all faith , so that I could re-

move
The lofty mountain from its base ; and

have
The wisdom of an angel , without thee ,
O Charit y 1 I have not any thing.
And if the hungry every day I feed ,
The naked clothe , the stranger welcome

home,
And throw my body to the flames , and

have
Not Chari ty, it nought availeth me.
O Charity ! thou first Ipest gift of heav 'n;
Thou soother of the mind oppres ^'d with

care ;
Thou balm for ev*ry woe ; whose man-

tle shrouds
The aching heart from fresh assaults ,

and cures
Affliction 's piercing pang ; who long

canst bear
The storm of malice,-—suffer envy 's

fro wn ;
Art ever kind , not vaunting with the

sound
Of pompou s pta fee, nor yet indul ging

thoughts
Of self-congr atulation ; carest not;
For evil, but rejo icest in tl^e ways
Of honesty and truth , and bear est all ;
Not world ly disappo intment s, sicknesses,
Nor all the many failings of the min d,
Can move the heart that rests itself on

thee ;
For thou endurest all ; thy timely aid
Befriendeth all. Thou art the child
Of b6unteous heaven, born to rende r

man
A step above the brute ; to make him help
t& needy neighbour ; pity the distress 'd ;
Relieve th* affli cted ; tp forgive all those
liVlio erst have inju r'd him. Thy aid

can bear

The sinking mind above the languid
¦wave ;

Bind up the aching or the br oken heart ,
And soothe it to a fond forgetfu lness .
The power of pr ophecy shall be with -

held.,
The fluent tongue be mute and cease to

charm , -
And knowled ge useless as the transient

gleam
Which twinkles to the nighted traveller ,
And soon, anoti , is spent ;—but Charit y
Abides secure, and plentifull y yields
Her stores abundant ; not repaying deeds
Of low deceit by fraudin g in return .
And now abideth Faith ., Hope, Charit y :
But Charity, the greatest , can redress
All wordl y ills, and give us what we

seek
And ever wish—the sweets 'of happ iness.

iVW3, r8oQ . N. E. Y.

SONNET.
ON LEAVING TH E P L A . E  OF MY NATI-

VITY.
As here upon this mountain 's western

side,
I sadly linger , with a farewe l-look
On the expanse below, fair natu re's

book ¦ 
• 

¦

Of hill and valley far outstret ched and
wide;

How many a sweet-remembered spot I
tr ace,

Scenes of my playful, or my musing
hours ,

Where nature on the vir gin fancy
pours

Feelings and forms that time can ne'er
efface.

And though ^hen in the city's crowd I
mix,

Dear native vale ! thy simple moun-
tain stream,

Green meads, woods, rocks , across my
mind will gleam

At eventide ;—yet ah ! no sj>ot will fix
Within my heart like yon secluded

shade ,
That from the world conceals Matin ,

beauteo us maid !
Manckcj ttr * W. P»
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If thirt y years ago a. conversation had
been overh eard , between two inconsider-
able person ;, u man and his "w ife, in a
miserab le town of Corsica , fixing the
destinies of their children ;- and giving an
empire to one , and king dom s to others ,
and representin g the grandeur of their
future meetin gs, with what contem pt
would it not have been receive d ! especi-
ally 

^ 
when they at last spoke in humb ler

strains , and one child was sent app ren-
tice to a la wyer , another to a butcher ,
and , so on, boys and girls were dismissed
to honest occupations . Yet what would
have excited laughter a few years back ,
has within the month excited the atten-
tion and astonishmen t of all Euro pe, A
meeting was held of the family of the
honest couple, to discuss a question , or
rather to hear the sett lement of a ques-
tion , in which its august interests were
concerned. It was a meetin g of sove-
reigns, ar emperor , an empress, kings,
princes , princesses. They , who by tie
common events of life would have filled
only inferior situations , now held the
state and titles of those, wh o thought
themselves entitled to them by a long
trai n of ancestry. Such was the decree
of P roviden ce, and such is the lesson,

properly taug ht to vain man , who is too
apt to f orget his origin in the dust of the
ground , and the mutual relation of all
men to each other through a common
ancestor.

The pride of the Bourbon famil y has
been overthrown by a Corsican , and
the ceremonies of a palace are ju st as
well performed by the new dynasty as
by the old. The common thea tre in-
deed shows us, how easy it is to act
thepagean try of royality ; but these events
calf on us to reflect , wkh wha t ease God
rai seth up one family, and setteth down
another , that all flesh may fear before
him* What the ancest ors <?f the Naporleon dynast y were fort y years ago, the
ancestors of the Bourbons were at a

more distant period ; f or the king-, who
now sitfeth on the thro ne, and the beg-
gar who lies prostrate on the dun ghill,
trace equally amon g their common an-
cestors both kings and beggars . The
pride of wealth and power canno t bear
this reflection ; yet it belongs to all, and
shou ld teach us all to look upon, every
man a* a broth er ; and of ail xn$n, the
Chri stian is least entitled to indulge in-
family pride , since he confesses obedience
to a master , bor n in the humble st walks
of life, and who had not wher e to lay
his head.

The Napoleon family met upon a very
important question , the dissolution of
the marr iage of its he*d lio offspring
had resulted from the union , and the
emperor declared it to be necessary for
the welfare of his empire that he should,
leave an he:t to the imperia l throne. T<fc
this proposal , the empress gave her full
assent , in expression s of the greatest gra -
titude to her husb and, who had so highly
exalted her , and to whose welfare she
was willing to sacri fice every comf ort of
life. The declaratio ns rjbus ma4e of the
married coup le were noted dawn , and
carried on the following Jay to> the se-
nate , where a decree was passed, tha t
the marriage should be dissolved , and a
liber al allowance, together with the title
of empress queen , should be conferred on,
the lady. Thus the senate has perform ed
the office of dissolving the bands of majr-
riage, has taken upon itself the task,
which forrneri y was th ought to belong
only to the court of Rome ; and ihm
France has given another proof of ifc*freedom from Popery. In this point of
view, the event becomes of import ance,
and will be followed by material conse-
quences. Every thing that weakens the
prejudices in favour of Popery, tends to
the destructi on of that system, and the
world has too of ten seen, fcfcat moral tiea
bend before (he politica l inter ests of
pr inces. Our parlia ment was just as
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complaisant to Hen ry the Eighth , as the
senate of Fran ce to Buonaparte ; and ,
where there is great power , ther e will be
abject compliance .

The Fre nch , however , look upon the
di ssolution of the marriage tie in the
imperial house with grea t indifference :
they ar e more affected by the account
given of their internal and external rela-
tion s under the name of the Expose laid
before the senate by order of governm ent.
In this , the victories of Fr an ce over its
enemies > and the more important victo-
ries over the fac e of the country , by the
digging of canals , levelling hills , pierc-
ing throug h mountains ,build ing brid ges,
por ts and quays, are displayed with
great ostentation , but scarcel y exceeding
the truth. Improvements in agriculture ,
man ufactures * arts , sciences, literature ,
form a part of the relation ; and throug h-
out it appear s, that no soverei gn in Eu-
rope can vie with Buona parte in atten-
tion, to the splendour and comfort of his
subje cts. But we were struck particu-
larl y with two points , which affected re-
ligion in general , and Popery in parti-
cular.

A ver y short article is dedicated to the
former subject , but it is completely sa-
tisfactory . Government has not devi-
ated in its respect for conscience from the
line, which it liad traced out for itself,
namel y, universal toleration. What a
satire does not this convey upon the Pro-
testa nt governments of the world , which
embarrass themselves with the foolish
disputes of a pack of priests, about
thing s they do not understand ! On the
subject of the Pope, the Expose dilates
very much. It dwells upon his pro tec-
tion of the English in his cap ital , on his
acrimonious briefs , on the hatred of the
court of Rprn e to that of France , on Iris
complaints of the princi ples of toleration
consecrat ed in the Napoleon Code, on
his endeavour to sow divisions in the em-
pire^ in which he would have been suc-
cessful , had any impoitant battle been
lost. From thes e facts , it was evidentl y
impossib le to overcom e the Pope's ha-
tred , and there r etnainedx >nly one of two
modes of condu ct ; either to create a pa-
triarch for France , or to desti oy the
Popc*s soverei gn temporalit y . The first
might have excited re ligious disputes ,
the second was a right belon ging to the
imperial power. Neither the Pope, says
the Expose very justl y, nor any other
priest ought to enjoy any tempora l sov$-

¦

reignty. Never shall the emperor ac-
knowled ge the right of the tri ple crown *

The emperor of France is thus ar poli-
tical Protestant , and as a religious Pro-
testa nt , he does not fall much short of
the soverei gns , who go unde r that name ,
thou gh he acknowle dges the spiritual
mission given to the pastors of the church
by J esus Christ , and which St. Peter and
his pious successors have so holily filled
to the great advan tage of reli gion . We
do not know , whether the latter sentence
is inten ded for what the French call
a persima ge, or a jeer upon the Pope
and his adheren ts ; but , if it is so, do
not let the Prote stants trium ph; for , if
the successors of Peter have been guilty
of cruelties , disgracefu l to the Christian
name , what Protestant church is there ,
which has not sullied itself in the sam e
manner , and exercised whenever it could ,
an abominable tyranny c^ver those not
within its. pale ?

The Pope's temporal power being thus
cut off, and the threat of a patr iarch
having been thrown out , we cann ot
doubt , that the spiritual influence of the
Pope will be much abrid ged. His con-
sequence will be very little more during
the i;ergn tha n that of an archbis hop of
Canterbury ; but , whether it may not
revive , posterity must determine. The
serpent is scotched not killed * The ve-
nom still remains. Whether he will have
even power again to spit it forth , as in
former ages, must be developed by fu-
ture histor y ; but let us hope, that the
fruits of religious toler ation may grow
up in Franc e, that our catholic br ethren
may see the mer its of Christians out of
their pale, and be inclined from thence
to make the Scriptures , not the articles
of fallible men , the rule of their con-
duct.

Besides the princes of the imperial
house, other dependent kings and princes
had t ravelle d to Paris , to pay their ho-
mage to their great patro n . Most are
returned. The king of Holland remains ,
and the destiny of his kingdom is not
settled. It is generall y thought , that it
will be annexe d to France ,and the Dutch
being converted into Frenchmen , are to
diffuse a spirit of commerce over the
grand empire . A report has been mad e
to Buonaparte from that country , of the
damage sustained at Flushin g, by pur
attempts to demolish the port: and bat-
sin ; and it appears , that the materials
we have left behind , will nearl y pay for
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placing the whole in the same situation ,
in which it was before we took possessien
of the place. It is easy to sink vessels,
where we please ; but the art of man is
so impro ved, that it is not difficult to
raise them after they have been sunk.

One of the vassal kings, by whose de-
pendence the princess royal of England
is become a queen , does not seem to
have derived all the benefit that might
have been, expected from -his visit to
France. If we may credit the- papers ,
he has issued a nrohib itioii of all foreigtihe has issued a prohib ition of all foreign
books in his domin ions , which have not .
receive d the royal appro bation . Such a
step, taken by a protestant prince , might
be looked upon almost as an omen, of
what is to be expected throug hout Eu-
rope at a pr oper opportunity. In the
north , a question , of great importance
as agitating ; for the diet of Sweden are
considerin g, whether ther e is any ne-
cessity for an order of bishops. The
question is df course taken up very
warml y by the clergy , who see in the
abolition of this order , a diminution of
their interests. It as proposed, that the
duties , now discharged by the bishops,
shall be performed by the dean s of chap-
ters. This will probabl y be of grea t ad-
vanta ge to the country, and the exam-
ple may be of use to this kingdom ; for ,
as the king has recomme nded the state of
the inferior clergy to the consideration
of the pres ent parliament , how can_ it
be better improved , than by appropriat -
ing the reven ues of every see, as it be-
comes vacant , to their support , and di-
viding among the deans of the cathedral s
and collegiate churches , the duties, small
as they are now> performed by the bi-
shops.

The late king of Sweden has quitted
the country , and an ampl e allowance
will enable him to spend his days in
peace and comfort in Switzerland , which
is supposed to be the appoin ted place of
his residence. Sweden itself is busy in
the regulat ion of its" government , and
receiving thehei r appointed to the crown ,
and renewing its connection with the
countries , with which it was latel y at
war . Russi a has not been so successful
in the south as was expected. The
grand vizier has gained a decisive vic-
tor y over her tro ops, and compelled
them to retire beyond the Danube . Still
we do not look upon Constantinop le as
safe. The Frenc h are pressin g on them ,
on their western limits ; and whenever

Buonaparte it prepare d for the contest ,
a pre text will easily be found for cater-
ing their territories. At presen t, his
views are bent on Spain , and all the in-
telligence from that country proclaim !
the defeat of their troo ps and the distrac-
tion of their councils . The English have
quitted their country, and are tak ing up
their temporary residence in Portugal *
All Euro pe is expecting the moment of
Buona parte 's departure from Par is, the
consequent annihila tion of the J unta , and
the arran gement of the peninsula .

The American state s have met. in
congress , and tjbe message of the , presi-
dent complains of the conduct of our
ambassador , and the brea ch of all com-
munication with him ; at the same time
declarin g, that an opening is left for a
fresh communi cation between the two
countries. The injuri es to commer ce
from the war ar e a great theme, and un-
der the apprehension of being compelled
to take pa t in it, the Congress is called
on for prudence in deliberati on , and the
country for spirit in execution . In
every other respect , the states are floii^
rishing beyond the most sanguine expec*
tat ion , and the neighbourin g Indians ar e
improvin g in civilization . The Ame-
ricans are howeve r sufferin g themselves
to sink into contempt , by falling into
the low and despicable vice of duelling;
against which, however , a good law it
pr eparin g, namely, that a duellist and
his second shall be incapable of enjoying
any post whatever under the govern -
ment. If a man cannot so far command
his passions , as to put up with a little
bad language , without becoming jud ge,
jury, and executioner , he is surel y un-
fit to be trus ted with any power , which
may affect the life, libert y, and chara c-
ter of his neighbouis.

Another quarter of the world has af-
forded some melanchol y reflect ions to
England. The discontents of the mili -
tary in India have broken out into open
insurrection . From the relation s given
by the go vernal-genera I , there ar e points
which , the military cannot justif y; and
it remains for them to make out some
palliation for their coriduct. This is
supp osed to be found in some ar range-
ments , which deprived the officers of
their accustomed perquisites ; but it is
difficult at this distance to form a judg-
ment on differences , which led to such
alarm ing consequences. The insurreo-
tion ig however at an end, but not till
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after an engagement , in which some lives
were lost ; but the result of the court-
martial on this occasion have not pub -
licly transpired . The governor-general
left Bengal for Madras, but every thing
was settled before his arrival , and he be-
stows great praise on the head of the lat-
ter department, for his conduct. This
affair will lead to an investigation of the
military system in India , where are two
species of troops, the king's troops and
the forces of the East-India Company.
How far the claims of each can be made
to agree with the general welfare of the
whole, must be ascertained by those,
who have a full knowledge of our East-
Indian concerns,

The differences between the Common
Hall of -London and the ministry are not
settled. A refusal having been given to
the receipt of the petition , the Common
Hall entered into very strong resolutions,
and ordered them to be presented to the
king by the sheriffs. Access was now-
denied to the king's person. The sheriffs
made their report to the Common Hall,
•which entered into stronger resolutions,
and very severe censures on the conduct
of ministers. The question is not easily
to be set at rest. The constitution , by
which the king is seated on the throne,
guarantees to the subject the ri^ht of pe-
titioning, but the mode is not clearly
laid down. It is obviously ridiculous to
think, th at the subjects' right is allowed,
by an officer of state receiving the peti-
tion, unless it is ascertained , that the
petition is afterwards laid before the king.
In the most despotic governments on
earth , the sovereign receives petitions
from his subjects $ but in a good go-
vernmen t , it is the interest of both king
and people, that a clear mode should be
laid down , by which the petitions of the
people should reach the ears of their so-
vereign. There is always a danger that ,
if these petitions contain any thing un
pleasing to the ministers of the day,
they wil l guard against unwelcome
truths being carried to the throne. In
our country we have a privy council ,
and, if a minute were made of the read-
ing of the petition before the king, all
paitiv S perhaps might have reason to be
satisfied.

The parliament has met ; but the
king's speech was read by commissioners.
The Austrian peace, the expedition to
Walcheren , the situation of Sweden, the
check at Talavera, the necessity of as-

sisting the Spaniards, and the interrup-
tion of the intercourse with America,
formed the topics for the general ad-
dress to the two houses. The commons
.were called upon for fr esh supplies, with
regrets for this continued pressure on the
subjects. Both houses were desired to
take into their consideration the state of
the inferior clergy , encouraged with
flattering accounts of trade andT revenue,
and exhorted to call out all their strength
end prudence against the common
enemy.

These subjects n aturall y excited very
warm debates in both houses. Lord
St, Vincent spoke blunt , but very un-
welcome truths, an d instead of praising
the expedition to Walcheren ,as the mini-
sters had done in the speech , declared,
that it had made 113 the laughing stock
of Europe. Lord Grenvilte enquired ,
whether in fact th ere was at present a
government capable of authority, and of
inspiring confidence. Noble ;ords would
he said do their duty ill, if they sepa-
rated without marking their sense of the
conduct of ministers, nut only at Wal-
cheren, and in Spain , but in every part
of the campai gn that called for inquiry ;
they should pledge themselves to a ri-
gorous inquiry, To just isy his position,
he entered into a long detail of the his-
tory of the war, which he concluded,
by moving an amendment to the pro-
posed address. Lord Sidmouth could
vote for an address to remove ministers,
but felt difficulties in voting for an
amendment, as it prejudged a question
to be hereafter brought before them.
Lord Harrowby justified ministers.
Earl Grey made a most severe phillipic
against them . The address was merely
an echo to the speech , and the amend-
ment was similar to that in the House of
Commons : for the former were 154
votes, for the latter 92, a very great
number for that house, and portending
a strong opposition to administration.

In the commons, the address was
moved by Lord Bernard , and seconded
by Mr. Peele. Lord Gower moved, as
an amendment, that the house sees with
sorrow and indignation expeditions un-
dertaken, in ^which our resources were
lost, and our troops sacrificed in enter-
prises, the consequences of which were
most injurious, producing no other effect
than the exposure of our councils to the
derision of our enemies ; that now the
house demands, as the only atonement
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to an injured and insulted people, that
the most rigorous inquiry into such dis-
gracefu l expeditions should be instituted.
This amendment was seconded by Mr ,
Ward , "who wondered , that after such a
scries of unexam pled calamities , the mi-
nisters , over the greater part of whom
the terrors of impeachment were im-
pending, should dare to remain in office.
Against the enemy every operation of
thei r 's proved abortiv e v it vas only in
their attacks upon friends , as at Copen-
hagen, that their measures were not
characterized by failure. But how could
it be otherwise , when the time which
ought to have been employed in the
public service, was devoted to dark
Machiavelian intri gues, and in devising
schemes for parcellin g out the public
departments . Mr. Ward then went
into a detail of the different expeditions ,
but he attributed all the calamities and
disasters he complained of to the hous e :
they were the consequence of the mea -
sures of men after its own heart , men
that would fill up the peerage in reward
of useless victorie s, and send out forces
to treacherous or unwilling allies, whilst
they exhausted the means of our own de-
fence at home. Lord Kensington could
not concur vr ith either address or amend -
ment , the latter pledging the house with -
out sufficient inquiry. Mr. Lushin gton
imputed the failures in Spain not to mi-
nisters , but to the Spaniards themselves ,
and reprobated the refusal of the person s
invited to accede to J iis majesty's coun-
cils . Mr . B. Bathurst could not support
either the address or amendment. Mr.
Ponsonb y vindicated the amendment ,
stating, that the situation of the countr y
was perilous in the extr eme, and these
facts not only warranted , but compelled
the house to institute an inquiry into the
causes of its calamities.

Lord Castlerea gh profess ed to court
inquiry, vindica ted JLord Wellin gton/
statin g that the Dutch expedition was
intended as a coup de main against the
Fre nch naval force at Antwerp , but of
its failure his peculia r situ ation preve nted
him from speakin g, but his own concern
in it he wished to be submitted to the most

1809. May ao. At Rochester , wher e
he had been the minister of the Presb y-
teri an congregation for 35 years, the
Rev. J OHN ALEXANDER , aged 68.

rigorous examination . Mr. Cannin g was
anxious for inquiry, where it would not
be prejudicial to the interests of the
country ; and he should suspend his opi-
nion on the pro priety of it , till proper
documen ts had been laid before parlia -
ment. As to a partic ular affair , (namel y
his own base conduc t , and the conse-
quent duel ,) he thought , that the dignity
and the decency of the house , and the
respect due to the feelings of individual
members , should preven t the discussion
of such a subject , in to which no provo -
cation whateve r should induce him to
enter. Mr , Whitbread properl y replied
to the last speaker , that he had to an-
swer to the country, why he suffered
his antagonist to remain in office , when
he Was so convinced of his defects , and
he trusted that this would on a future
day be made the subject of substanti al
inquiry * and answe rs should be extort ed
from him on his conduct . He then en-
tere d into the conduct of the war , and
spoke with the utmost contempt of the
ministr y , than whom , considerin g their
ignorance , imb ecility, bigotry, or the
fate with which pr ovidence visits their *
measures , our enemy, had he the nomi-
nation , could not select men more suit-
able to his ends j or more perniciou s to
our interests. Mr. Perce val defended
his measures ; lamented that his offers
to the opposition were not accepted , and
stated that his present situa tion was not
his own choice , but he thou ght himself
bound in duty not to desert his soverei gn
in times of extraordinar y emer gency.
The house divided , when there^appeared
for the amendment a hundred and sixty
seven , against it two hundred and sixty
three.

-The violent language on the con duct
of ministers was naturall y to be expected.
The division did not surprise any one.
The appearance and conduct of the two
duellists , Lor d Castlerea gh and Mr.
Canning , formed a marked feature in
the present session . No symptoms ap-
peared in either of contritionfo r the ir
dishonourable conduct , for their dere-
liction of duty to their God, their king,
and their country .

He was "born an Londo n* in the year
1741. At a very earl y age, hs wa»
sent into Scotland for educat ion , where

he reside d seven years. Upon bi« return t*
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England , he was entered at the academy
in London, tinder Dr . J ennin gs. He
often spoke with peculiar satisfaction of
his fellow-pupils, at this period ; among
whom , if the writer 's memor y do not
fail him , he used to recko n Dr. Savage
and Dr. Kipp is, besides Dr. Toulmin, of
Birming ham , Mr , Pickhourn , of Hack-
ney, and other eminent men now living.
On leaving the academy, he went to
reside with a Mr. Hopkins, as his chap-
lain , in which situation he continued
about eight year s, when Mr. Hopkins's
death broke up the connection. He was
now invited to Rochester , where , after
being ordai ned at Crutched Friars , Lon-
don , Sept. 28, 1774, he finall y settled.
For several years after his settlement ,
he was very much followed by the po-
liter part of the citizens ; thou gh latterl y,
from deaths and other causes, his audi-
tory was by no means such as was to
have been expected from his taterits and
mer its.—He was an affectionate husband
and a sincere friend. His cheerfu lness
was proverbial ; it was this feature of
his charac ter that made him so much
esteemed by the young. His vivacit y
might sometimes appear to strangers to
be extra yagant; but such as knew him
intimatel y were pleased with it , as being
the effect of a happy temperament of
body, and being always united with pu-
rit y of heart. His literar y acquisitions
were very considerable. During some
part of his life, he turned these to ac-
count by the tuition of youth. As a
minister , he was punctual and diligent.
He very seldom omitted preaching twice
on the Lord' s day , even when at last
his eongregation was reduced fco a very
few per sons. In sentiment he was pro -
bably an Arian ; but his sp irit was trul y
Catholic. He showed an ext rem e aver -
sion to bigotry in all parties ; but main-
tained a friendl y intercourse with the
clergy, his neighbours , and with sensible

and good men of vario us persuasions ;
A widow surviv es him, to whom belong*
the happiness of reflectin g that her assi-
duities made his last days easy and com-
for tab le. He has Left no issue. He was
interre d in the burial -ground belonging
to the Unitarian Baptists , at Cha tham.

October zy.  Mr. RICHARD
THOMAS , at Hafod , South ' Wales*
He was 'born in the year 1739. His pa-
rents were honourable members of the
Particular Baptist church , then meeting
at Newcastle , but since removed to Pon-
teg. He made a profession of religion
whilst young, and was for a long time
a sincere and zealou s Calvinist. About
nine years ago, however , a change took
place in his rel igious views, which led
him eventuall y into the Upitaria n doc-
tr ine, of which he became an orn ament
and an advocate. Last autumn he fell
into a decline , which brought on his
death. In his illness, he felt and ex-
pressed the most cordial satisfaction and
delight in his opinion of the divine cha-
racter. On his dying bed, he was al-
ways exhorting his fellow Christi ans to
be zealous and faithfu l in the cause of
ratio nal Chr istianity ; saying, it would
be a great comfort to them in the hour
of death , as it was to him, throug h the
infinite goodness of the God of love.
Thoug h reduced at length to a mere
skeleton , his religious ardo ur and joy
never abated. He would sometimes
raise his head and sav. " What iovful
news is the gospel ! life and immortality 1
are brou ght to light by the gospel. %
shall yet put on immor tality ; thanks be
to God." Thus he continu ed happy and
cheerful till he fell asleep in Jesus, in a
full assurance of a glorious resurrect ion
at his coming. He was buried at Pori-»
teg meetin g-house , Oct. 30, where Mr.
B. Philips prea ched a funeral sermon, on
the occasion , to a lar ge and mournful
audienc e.

[EXTRACT OF A LETTER P H O M VERMONT , NORTH AMERICA. ]
CIVIL AND RELIGIOU S STATS OF AMERICA .

On the 8th of May, I set off with my
wife in my one-horse chaise for Connec -
ticut. In two day9 we reached Hart -
ford , which is S5 miles from hence .
On the nth the election took place,

when it is publ icly declared who is cho-
sen governor , lieutenant -governo r, and
who arc the twelve counsellors. They
are chosen by the State * at lar ge The
rotes are given for all in the lame 4*J *
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and in the parishes where the voters
live. Bribery is not known there , nor
does any one offer himself as a cand i-
date for any office. Should any one
presume to do that , for that reaso n he
would not be chosen . All that serve in
public offices are called to them by the
suffr ages of the people. The votes thus
taken in the several parish es, a copy of
them is sent to Hartford to be all count-
ed over again , that it may be known in
whose favour the majority of the whole
lies. The governo r , the lieutenant-go-
vernor , and the twelve counsellors , are
called the upper house. .The rep resent-
atives are all chosen at the same time,
in the several parishes , separatel y. The
smallest parishes send one, some of the
larger two members. Their numbe r is
abou t two hundred ; they are called the
lower house. They are chosen every
half year , and meet alternatel y at New-
Haven and Hartf ord. The salaries of
all their pub lic offices ar e very small.

The gover nor came to Hartford the
day before the election in the common
stage , without any attendant s (not even
a servant) exceptin g that a few gentle-
men went about 10 miles to meet him.

A small party of the militar y, with a
mult itude of the people, met him at the
river , to conduct him to townV On
the election day, the votes being count-
ed, and publicly declared in the sta,te~
house , the pro cession [to the meeting-
house] began . It extended more than a,
quarte r of a mile. A ban d of music
went before , then two companies of the,
governor 's guards , (called the militia)
all in uniform ; the governor , the lieu-
tenan t-governor , the counsellors , the
representat ives, above "one hundred cler-
gymen, a long train of citizen s, with
another band of music. There was a
party of horse parading on each side of
the procession. The meeting doors
were kept shut till the procession began
to enter , and as they took their seats ,
the congregat ion in general followed
and took theirs. The place seat s 1500
people; there must have been aooo, as
great numbers stood all the time. One
clergyman took the whole service , which
was serious , but nothing extia prdinary.
The music, vocal and instrumental , was
excellent ; there wftr q one. .hundred per^
forme r -

After the service wav over , th> com-
paoy separated , for dinner. The cjeigy

on election day have a dinner provid ed
for them at tjhe expense of the state . I
was of course invited to dine, with thera ,
but I rath er chose to dine with Dr«
Strong, the- minister of the parish ; one
of the ablest , most pious, laboriouŝ  and
successful ministers that I know.

There was the largest collection " of
people a£ Hartford that I have sec©
since I came into this country- . Noth ing
of the kind could be conducted with
grea ter order and regularity . I did not
see one man intoxicated , nor hear one
oath , nor do I think one was uttered. I
heard of one man being in liquor, but
he was clapt into prison , and ther e kept
till the effect of his excess was gone off. .
At ten o'clock at night the streets were
perfectl y quiet . Governor Trumbull is
a polite, convertible , and sensible man ,
about sixty years of age.* J was often
in hi6 company, and went with l\im tqi
a country box belong ing to his son-in-
law, Mr. Wadswort jh, with whom I
have been well acquainted from my first
coming- into the country . It stands on
a high mountain about 9 miles west of
Har ,tford , and commands a most exten-
sive prospect. It is fitted up in imita -
tion of the gothic style.

I preached on the sabbath at Hartford
and as the governor and assembly were !
ther e, the congregati on wap lar ge.
The steeple of the new meeting is much
admired by connoisseu rs* Hartf ord con-
t ains from 3 to 4,000 people. Thjerc
are two congregational meetipgs ; an
episcopal church , and at small Bapt ist
society. Dr. Str ong's fe by far the**larg-
est . The governor , and many q{. their
leading characters , are not only men of
sobriety an4 integrity, but at$o of exem-
plar y piety. The whole st^tc contain s
about ^oo^oco people, and is like q^
well-regulated and reli gious famil y.

Th& lieutenant-go vemor Tread well ,1^
I am to id , a singular chara cter. Ha
was originally-a tin pedlar. H appen ing
to be out disposing of his wares in a place
where a court was sitting, he went in.
to satis fy his curio sity, in seeing an4
hearing what was going forward . He
listened with great atte ntion to the evi-
dence of the witne ^es, and tftc plead-
ings of the tewye s, till the cause was
dcte ^ mined , when he exclaimed hat one
of the lawyers di& not knQW ivha t f a
was ̂ about , and tha t he hamjscif conJ d
have set the cause in* a ckar *£ aftdi iwtog

* He 1$ since, dead,
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light * Being then very young, he -was
determined to stud y the Jaw , and has
been many years an attorne y of di tinc -
tion , always maintainin g: the character
of a man of good talents and unble-
mished integr ity, fearin g the face and
being swayed by the opinion of no man .

There are eight colleges in N. E in
consequence , ail the profes sions are fu ?l.
There is now a flood of youne preachers ,
who are ridin g about in all directions to
get employment. —Four of these colleges

I. Select List.
The Virtuous Claims of Humanit y.—-

>A Sermon , preached in the Cha pe) , at
Mill-Hill , on Sunday, Nov. 19, 1809,
for the Benefit of the General Infirm ar y,
Leeds* By Thomas J ervis. is. 6d

A Sermo n delivered at the Old Meet-
mg-House , Wal thamstow , Dec . 10,
1809, on occasion of the Death of Mrs.
Hannah Cooke . To which , is annexed ,
an Address delivered on her Tntermen t ,
in Bunhill Fields , Dec. 5, i8oj . By E.
Cogan . 8vo,

Chr ist's Demand of Attention and Un-
derstandin g, illustrated in a Sermon ,
preached Nov. a6 , 1809, t0 a congrega-
tion of Protestant Dissenters , in St. Sa-
viour-Gate , York , By William Tur-
ner. 8vo,

Discourses and Dissertation s on the
5cri ptura J L Doctrines of Atonemen t and
Sacrifice ; and on the princi pal Ar gu-
ments advanced , and the mQde of Rea-
soning employed, by the Opponents of
those doctrines , as held by the Esta-
blished Churc h : with an Appendix ,
containing some Stric tures on Mr. Bel-
sham's Account of the Unita rian Scheme ,
in his Review of Mr. Wilberforce 's Trea -
tise . A new edition , enlarged. By
William Ma gee,D.D. Senior Fellow of
Trinity Colloge, and Pro fessor of Ma-
them atics in the Universit y of Dublin .
2 vols. 8vo, il.
a. Pu blications rela ting to the J ubilee, Oct.

%S> 1809.
• [Continued from Voi, iv. p. 703 , 4.]

J u bilee Sermons ,
Religion and Loy a lty unit ed ; a Dis-

course addressed to the Congregation
assembling in Queen Stree t , Sheflield.
By James Boden . is.

Devout Loy alty ; a Sermon delivere d
at the Dissenter s' Meetin g-House, An-

have been established within the last 16
years. Vhey have all the power of con-
ferrin g doctorates , and of course we have
doctors of divinity in great numb ers . If
a minister ir ; nearl y superannuated , he is
almost sure to be made a doctor , as if it
was thoug ht a necessar y passport to the
grave . Some have been so honoured to
their great mortification. But there is
no re dress , as the first hint a minister
has of it , is from the public papers.

gel Street , Worcester . By the Rev.
G. Osbom , Past or of the Society , is.

The Duty of Britons to God and their
King; a Sermon delivered at Ponder 's
End. By J ohn Kni ght , is.

3, Sermo ns in P ôlumes ,
Sermons altere d and ada pted to the

English Pul p it , from the French Writ -
ers ; to which are added , Forms of, and
Observation s upon, Parish Registers.
By Samuel Partri dge, M. A F. S. A,
Vicar of Boston . Vol. ii. 8vo. 8s,

Lectures on our Lord 's Sermon on the
Mount. By Jam es Brewster , Minist er
at Crai g. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Sermons on v arious Subjects , selected
and improved from Archbisho p Tillot-
son's Works , address ed to the Younger
Clergy, and earnestl y recommended to
their atten tion , as affording some of the
best specimens of Pul pit Eloquence in
this, or perha ps, any other language .
By the Re v. R , R. Balderston e, Curate
of Wenc le. Cheshire. 8vo. 8s.

4- Single Sermons.
A Serm on, preached before his Grace

the Archbisho p of York and the Cler gyy
at Malton , at the Visitation , August
1809, by the Rev, Sydney Smith , A.M .
Rector of Foston , Yorkshire , as.

Pre paration for the Hp ly Order of
Pries ts ; or , Words of Ordination and
Absolution explained ; in a Charge , der
livered previousl y to an Ordination .
By G. I. Huntin gford , E>. D. F. R. S,
Bishop of Gloucester and Warden of
Winchester College, as 6d.

A Serm on on Baptism, occasioned
by the Administration of that Ord i-
nance to a num ber of Infants in Provi-
dence Cha pel, Coventr y, Sunday , Oct.
1, 1809. By the Rev. J ohn Eag leton . is.

Evan gelical and Pharisaic Righteou s-
ness ; being a Sermon preac hed befor e
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the University of Cambridge , on Nov,
26, 1809 . By the Rev. Charles Simeon ,
M. A. Fellow of King's College, is.

5- Controversy .
An Inquiry into the Moral Tendenc y

of Methodism and Evange lical Preach -
ing ; including some Remarks on the
Hints of a Barris ter . By William
Bur ns. 4s.

An Appeal to the Public ; or , a Vin-
dication of the Characte r of IV3 r. William
Hale , from the Calumniou s Aspersions
of the Reviewer in the Evangelical Ma -
gazine : w ith a Candid Statement of
Obj ections against the London Female
Penitent ary. By J ohn Thomas , \ astor
of the Independent Church at Founder 's
Hall , Lot . hburr . 8vo . . . £s. 6d.

The Validi ty of Baptism by Sprink -
ling, and the Rights of Infants to that
Ordinance , supported and defended ;
in Two Discours es. By D. Osgood ,
D. D. To which is adde d, A Church
of God described , & • . in Two Dis-
courses . . By J oseph Lathrop , D. D.
Charlestown printed ; London reprinted.
321110.- $s. 6d. boards

6. Education/
An Inquiry into the Best System of

Female Education ; or , Boardin g Schoo l
and Home Education attentivel y consi-
dered. By J . L. Chirol , one of his Ma-
j esty's Cha plains at the Fr ench Royal
Chape v St. J ames s Pala ce. Svo. 9s.

The New School ; under the Society
for bettc ing the Condition of the Poor :
being an attem pt to illustrate its pr in-
ciples, detail and advanta ges. By Thos,
Bernard , Esq. as. 6d.

7. Poetry.
Philemon ; or , The Progress of Vir -

tue , a Poern . By William Lawrence
Brown , D- D. Princi pal of Marischal
College and Universit y, Aber deen, &c.

J ohn the Baptist , a Prize Poem, re-
cited in the Theatre , Oxford , in the year
1809. 8vo. is. /

NOTICES
A Proclamation has been issued by

the Kin g, fora  General Fast , to be
observed in England , od Wednesday the
38th of Februa ry, and in Scotland , on
Thurs day the 1st of March.

Dr. Aikin has in the pres s, in two
8vo , volumes, Memoirs of the Life of

Pete r Darnel Huet> Bishop of Avranches ,
translated from th e original of Huet
himself , with the addition of copious
notes , critical and biograp hical.

B, - Booth Rpr .D has in the press an
Heb pew Bible , with the chief vario us
readin gs of Ken nicott and De Rossi and
the antient ver sions, inten ded to com-
prise wh atever is usefu l and inter est ing:
to the biblical scholar and critic , in the
above work s. The text followed is that
of Kennicot t , and the poetica l parts will
be divided into distichs in like mann er.
English notes accompany the text , se-
lecred from the best anti en t or modern
Eng lish or fore ign biblical critics , de-
signed to obviat e the difficulties , throw
light on the obscurities , and harm onize
the discordances , which occur in the He-
bre w Scri ptures.

A Collection of the late Bp. Por-
TEus ' s Works is preparing by his rela -
tion , Mr. Hod gson , Rector of St.
George 's, Hanove r Square ; to which
will be prefixed the Life of the Author ,
founded on the most auth entic materials.

Mr. Mudford has completed his
Transla t ion of Bousset 's Life of
Fen elon.—A biogra phy of that great
man has long bten a desideratum in
English literat ure. There is no life of
him in our own language, and ther e
had been only brief and superfi cial ones
in the .French , until M. Boiisset prepared
the pre sent one, in three volumes 8vo«
from ori ginal manuscri pts of Fenelon
and others. It contains an interesting
account of the contro versy .abo ut Quiet-
ism, which was carried on with such ve-
hemence between Fen elon and Bossuet ;
and l ikewise much information that will
be acceptable to the scholar , and to
every admirer of the Archbisho p of
Cambra y .

In the Press , The Scriptur e Atxas,
or a Series of Maps , intended to illus-
trate the Holy Scriptures of the Old
and New Testament , to be neatl y co-
lour ed and half boun d.
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Mr. Cumberl and 's poem on the
Death of Christ , has not been to be pro-
cured for some time ; but we understand
that a new edition (being the seventh)
is now nearl y finished printing.



CORRESPONDENCE.
( *8 )

Several Loiters hav e been received by the Editor , relat ive to Mr. AsplandPs
propo sed Collection of Hymns for  Unitarian Worihi p, for which the
write rs are requested to accept of that gentleman 's thanks. Any further commu-
nicati ons on the same subject will be acceptable.

The Treasurer of the Unitaria n Fund has received , on behalf of Mr. Gis-
burn e's New Meetin g-House , at Soham , Cambrid geshire ,

From the congre gation of Protestant Dissenters , at Chowbe nt , hear
Manchester , [Mr . Davies, Minister ,] - - - - £iz ioi,

The building is in considerable forwardness , and will be opened in the spring.

The Committee of the Christian Trac t Society desire to return their
thank s to the anonymous writer of the Tract , entitled , <c The Returning Pro -
digal ," which they have adopted . They submit to the ingenious author , whom
they have no means of addressing, , but throu gh th e Monthl y Repository, whether
a Second Part of the Tale might not be drawn up, displaying to advantage the
pleasures of a return to the paths of virtue.

The following communications are intended for publicat ion :——Queries to Mr.
Mars om, on the pre-existence of Christ. — Question to Mr. Allchin , on Philoso-
phical Necessity.—Democritus ' Doubts on the subject of Philosop hical Free -Will.
—An Unitarian on the Decline of Presb yter ian Congregations. —W. W. on the
same,—V. F. 's I ntroductory Address on the Administration of the Lord 's Supper
to a sick person. —A New Subscriber , on passages in Dr. Priestley 's Letters to a
Philosophical Unbel iever. —Mr . Higman 's Apology for Natural Religion.—A
Disciple of the Old School , on Christian Idolatry, Letter z.

The writer of the Defence of the Quakers will find the ground -pre-occupied in
the present number , by Pac if eus , whose second letter -will appear in the next.

I €t A Dissenter " will, we trust , agree with us, that the " Chur chma n's Reason s*'
were sufficientl y examined in the S upp le ment.

Bv D.'s " Letter to the Editor of the Methodist Magazine ," .would not, we
fear , be per fectl y intell igible ta our readers , with out the re-publication of the ar-
ticle on which it is founded. « 

X). S. on i John v. 7. is referred to the Firs t Volume of our work , p. 297.
¦where he will find demon strative evidence that she passage in question is an inter -
polation -v

" The Fr iendly Adieu/' a poem, want s nothi ng but poetr y to recommen d it.

Wa nt of room obliges us to postpone the Review of Jubilee Sermons , and: the
insert ion of var ious articles of Obituar y and Intelli gence.

We have received a pa cket of Unitarian Tr acts from America ,, of which an ac-
ceunt will be given in the ensuing number , in which also will appear * A Memoir
of Cr eliius, Or iginal Letters of Dr. Hartley 's, fy c. &c.

Our corres pondents are apprised , that we cannot promise to insert any ar ticles
of Obituar y , or Intelli gence , or any Literar y Notices, which are not sent to th e
Editor at the J rinter *s, on or before the 20th of the month. Advertisement s and
bills for the Wra pper , mu .tbe delivered to the printer on or before the 25th . A
new arran gement having been made with the publ ishers , by which adve rti sements
will be, in future , for the benefi t of the work , the public are informed, that the
Edito r will herea fter exercise his discretion as to the propriet y of insertin g any
which may be presen ted. Lottery advertisem ents are abscHute ly excluded.

%* ̂ The Supp l ement to Vol. IV, concludin g that volume, was published in
the course of the month .




