
Account of Mr. iVilliam Christie^late of Montrose, no<w of Phila *
• delphia : Written by Himself

[Extra cted from the Preface of "Dis-
sertations on the Unity of God , &c >J
lately published by him at Philadel phia.
Concluded from . p. 138.]

rr\HE sale of the second and
X largeredilion of the Discourses

vnthe Divine' Unity , published at
Montrme in 17903 was still more
rapid than the former edition :
in 1792 there was not a copy to
be had in London or Edinburgh.
iTheUnitarian Society of London,
who had taken off a considerable
part of this edition, and had
adopted tfre work into the - iraifr-
ber of their ]z>ooks, proposed to
me in 1794*, through the medium
of their secretary, the Rev. Tho-
mas Morgan; to have a third
edition printed at their oWn ex-
pense ; but for a, par ticular Rea-
son 1 declined the proposal ;
though, I now repent that I did
decline it, as the obj ect I had
then in view 4'id not succeed• In
future, if that society shall in-
cline to reprint that work, they
have my full consent to do so;
for I do not corisideiyit as super-
se<ted by the present Treatise,
which is composed on quite a dif-
ferent plan. All I have to say
**, thatif it ever shall be reprint-

mi

ed, the editor will dome^the ĵ us-
tice to say in an advertisemen t
prefixed to the work^ J$|t^- %)&-
here to the p rop er Unitdria^ thtdr- '
p retations' of Scripture contained
in it; and that I consider the
Arian comments as-fiio further
useful than as a ittattSi- of inform-
ation or curiosity.

When I composed, first printed,
and reprinted these Discourses,
I was in possession rof a far more
numerous collection of theologi-
cal books than I have immediate-
ly; consi sting of a f ormidgjp le
body of fathers, . cpiHWe t̂ptQjs,
biblical critics, c&ip. amon^which
books were more tj ian' tW^Jfir
editions of the GTei&k^estkhiSf^:
the English Polyglott, X)jc^J^%-
nicott's Hebrew Bible, Woid^s
Fac Simile of the Alex andrian
Manuscript, to which I was a
subscriber, Lexiconsî  Cfejj |pt>r-
dances , &c. _ __ ., ' . <% :̂ 

¦
*&&-,

1 was at great #z\$ss r̂fjjpf e
suiting and

^
xnparing

^
?%^readings ot that alwn*P! t̂aaX

book, the Greeie Testamen1 ,̂̂ aMill, Kuster, Wemeuif Griifp
bach, and sometimes tMe Poif^
glott : and therefore in this pre-
sent work I refer occasionally to
these Discourses with respect to
the various readings.

In 179 1, having been greatly
moved by the accounts of the
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horrid riot at Birm ingham, I
wr<3te and publ ished An Essay
oh Ecclesiast ical Establishments
in Religion : showing their hurt -
ful Tendency ; and that they can -
not be defended , ei ther on Prin -
ciples of Reason or Scri pt ure.
To which are annexed , Tv/o Dis-
course s on Rev. xiv. In the fol-
lowing year I took my farewe ll
of the Society of Unitarian Chris -
tian s at Montro se, in a Discour se
delivered November 18, 1792,
but not publis hed till Sprin g 179£;
when I rem oved from the neigh-
bourhood of Montrose to Glas-
gow* ,

At this per iod , having carried
on my inquir ies as far as I
thou ght it possible I could 4q,
and being then in the forty-fourth
year of my age and arrived at
^IJpinaturity 

of 
judgement , I

roa 4e a posit ive decision on the
.8i|$||ct of the Pj re-exittence of
€&#$&$—rejecting it as a notiqm
iai|i^pdnsistent with the gener al
te^M ôf Scripture or the natu re
offiflHigs, unwarranted by the
Aj p«|es' creed , and the purest
rei&nfes and most authentic ac-
corijDiar of ecclesiastical antiquity .
jHpe s nqt follow, thou gh I

j&a^Bong in coming to a con-
^ftifl^fcon this subject, that others
shoufS le so too ; or th at there
*s MpHj iHSiJSP it dubiety or difficu lty
in t^jH&ftstion. I hav e some-
times^^pfcaameable timidity and
hesitati on in my tamper , and I
believ^ijiat having received the
first impression s ot Unit ar ianism
when vfcry young , frojn Dr. Clark
and other eminent SemlrArian
or Arian writers , these ear ly im-
pressions stuc k long upon myj&ind
and made the decision a itiore
difficult task to me th^n other -
wise it» would have been . I passed
in a course of year s thro ugh all

the different stages of high Arian-ism, proper Arian ism, low Arian-ism, and a state of Susp ense  ̂ till
at last I found rest f or  my soul inv
the scheme of the proper humani-
ty of our Lord ; in which last
system I can trul y say, that It
have had more peace of mind Mjoy, and comfort in religion than
I ever had before I adopted it; '
and therefore I hav e no reason '
to repent of my determi nati on.—
J3tl t leaving all these past events
and considerations , I come now
to speak upon the subject of the
present Dissertation s.

My previous studies having
qualified me for executin g a work
of this kind, I composed these
Dissertations at leisure hours in
Sprin g, Summer , and Aut umn ,
1794-,. in the city of Glasgow,
and del ivere d each of them when
composed , the same year , to the
members of the Society of Unita -
rian Christians in that city, and
others who attended at their place
of worsh ip. I had been pre-
viously invited to Glasgow with
the unan imous consent of the
Unitari an congregation there ,
and the approbation of their for-
iper preacher , the Rev, Barth o-
lpmew* Spencer , who wrot e me
a ver y kind letter on the subject,
and removed soon after my ar ri-
val to attend the medical college
in Edinbur gh, and from thence
to Bir mingham , where he pro-
posed to prac ti se as a physician f.

" * Mr. Christi e mistakes the name of
this genttemaii , now residing and pur-
suing the medica l profession at Bristol,
which is not Bartholomew, but Benjamin *
Ei*.

f Mr. Speocer had fpnnerly been a
Baptist minSRer in England , and had
given up his congr egation in consequence
of having embraced Unitaria n pr inciples
H£ came to Edinburgh and commenced
the stud y of medicine. I first saw bm
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These Dissertat ions, composed
and first-deliver ed as before -men-
tioned, are in general the resul t
of an impar t ial and crit fcal inves-
tigat ion of the sense of Scriptur e,
of much stud y, research , and ap-
plicat ion, joined with extensive
reading of the best Unitarian
writers in Latin and English .
Some advantages I have no.dou bt
derived from the perusal of ever y
author of meri t and reputat ion ,
but not so as to rende r a part icu-
lar acknowledgment necessary.
Socinus and the Polish Unita-
rians, with Hugo Grot ius, and
the English Unitarian writer s of
the seventeenth century, hav e
been useful assistants in some
places, I have profited by the
Parap hrase of Le Clerc and the
Comments of Abouzai t, in com-
posing my improved translat ion
and parap hrase on the Intr oduc-
tion to John's Gospel. Both these
I publi shed at full length in my
Discourses on the Divine Unity*;
but I thou ght it would have a
better effect in the present work
to pub lish an entire new para *
phrase " Qf my own 5 in the ' com-
position of which I laboured
much to express with fidelity the
tr ue sense of the Evangelist, and
to set his sublime conception s in

»n tliat city in the year 1791 , by mea ns
of tlie late worth y Mr. James Pi 'irves, and
was much pleased wit h his conversation.
He aft erwards went to Glasgo w , and in
contiexioii with Mr. Palmor was usefu l
in forwardi ng the prog ress of Unit arian -
is*n itt that citjr . He was an .edifying and
agreeable preacher , and possessed ta-
lents for argumentat ion and debate. I
vmted his congr egation at Glasgow in
December 1792, and delivere d some dis-
courses to them; which visit , with other
Previous circumstances , laid the foun-
dation of my removal to that city after -w*r<k

# Sd JEdiC ' p: 206 to 211.

a brilliant and conspicuous point
of view.

I have adopted some valuable
thou ghts from different wri ters in
th e Theological Repository , and
some from my late dear friend
Mr. Palmer , before mention ed.
I have derived some prec ious
hints from the gfeat Lardne r,
deliver ed with much simplicity
in his artless but touchin g man.
ner , which I have endeavoured
to enlar ge upon and improve to
advanta ge. I acknowledge my*
self indebted to the venerab le
Mr. Liridse y (whose numerou s
and valu able wri tings on the sub-
ject of these Dissertation s I hav e
often read with pleasure and im«
provement ) for some sentiments ^
expressions , and brief quotations.
To the lat e Rev. Dr. Priestley I
atn indebted for some occasional
thou ghts of great moment.

With respect to the Scri ptural
quotations in these Dissertations ,
which I have collected and ar *
ran ged with great care , on which
I rest their cred it and authori ty,
and which are in themselves of
inestimable value , I may trul y
say with stric t propriety, in the
elevated language of the .Latin
poet, that ,

I have erected a monument tnord
lasting tha n brass, and higher than
the regal elevation of the Egyp tian
pyr amids, which neither consuming
ra in* nor violent <windt nor an iti*
numer able series of years and lapse"
of  ages can destroy : but which <will
continue to exist in vigour ', and exhi-
bit an unif orm and undecayed frontf

fo r  e*ver*.

* Exeg i monumenlurn cere p erenniu sf
Regaltque situ py ramidu m altius :
Quod non imber tdax % nonAquilo imp otews
Possit diruert% ant innumerabilis
Annorum. series, et f itg a tempoYum*

-, _- T.
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After the delivery of these
Dissertations in Glasgow, I was
diverted from the thought of pub-
lishing them there by engaging
in a Sunday evening lecture, in
which I gave an exposition on
the Revelation. This exposition
was far more popular and better
attended than the delivery of my
Dissertations had been ; and. I
was advised by a friend to pub-
lish an advertisement on the sub-
j ect* which I did in the foll owing
terms.

**It is proposed to publish by
subscription, a treatise entitled,
An Illustration of the Propheti-
cal Part of the Revelation of
John, in the Form of Discourses
or Lectures ; in which the ob-
vious or probable sense of the
text will be succinctly explained,
and the events alluded to by the
sacred prophet, veiled for the
most ,part under sublime figures
and metaphors, will be elucidated
by an abstract of historical facts.
To this publication will be .pre-
fixed a preliminary Dissertation
containing a vindication of the
authenticity of this book, a dis-
play of its ut ility , with * remarks
on some of the most celebrated
expositors and their schemes.*'

To this advertisement was an-
nexed, An Address to the Public

Non ornnis moriar , multa quep ars rnei
Vllabit Libitinam * Usque ego p oster a
Crescarn laude recetis  ̂ dum Cap Uoliu m
Scandet cum tacitd virgine Pontifex.

Hor. Lib. III. Ode 30.
lam not an original m the app licatio n

of this passage of Hor ace to a serious
purpose . On casting my eye on a note
in the Dauphin edition , 1 find that Jerorn
made a. similar app lication of it many
centuries ago, in his epitap h on Paula .
l am pleased , to think , that I have th e
authority of a lear ned 1 ana* respectable
Fa th er to countenance me in my me-
thod of applying this passa ge.

on the subject of the Revelation
of , three pages , length , bearing
date, Glasgow, 27th March
1795. Several subscribers were
procured for this proposed pub.
lication in England and Scotland ;
but not so many as to render it
safe for me, in my then depressed
situation, with a numerous fatally
of eight children all on my hands,
to undertake a work of this diffi.
culty and magnitude. Besides,
by this time, ( towards the end of
July 1795,) hav ing been impress*
ed with the threatening aspect of
public affairs in my native coun-
try, as well as affected with some
private inconveniences in my own
situ ation, I had come to the re-
solution of emigrating to the
United States of America. I
therefore laid aside this design,
and published a short paper sig-
nify ing my intention in. this re-
spect.

With a sigh, I bade farewell
to Glasgow, to E dinars lofty
towers and fair Scotia's realm*;

*. While I lived at Glasgow , I was
happy in the acquainrance of severa l
wo rt hy and respectable citizens -of tha t
place ; and part icularl y in tha t of Mr .
P. Houg hton , a young man of a pious
and amiable disposition who came from
Eng land , and then attended the Divin ity
class in. the University, and pre ached
occasionall y for me; now a dissentin g
minister in England ,

The reader who feels himself in any
degree intereste d in the nar rati ve, wiil
natu rall y inquire , how the societies of
Unit ari an Chr istians .in Scotlan d pro-
ceeded af.er the removal of Mr. Palmer ,
and the departure .of Mr. Spencer and
th e Author ? 1 shall endea vour to state
what I know ^f the matte r as br iefly *•*
possible. The. ^ociety 

of Montr ose had
no public meetings afte r I left they-
For far full i nto a stat e of der angement in.
a shorr. time afte r its instit utio n. Glas-
gow subsisted for some years under t**
or three successive preachers. The W*
tan an Spciet ies, pro pejly SQ cajl edj °
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^d embarked with the greatest
part of my family at Greenock,
August 6th, 1795, in a vessel
bound for New York, where I
arrived in the beginning of Octo-
ber. In the latter part of the
voyage, 1 was seized with a slow
fever, as I suppose of the nervou s
kind , and when I landed at New
York was in a state of great de-

Edinb urg h and Arb roath , are I believ e
no more. [My friend , Mr. Robe rt Millar ,
a respectabl e merchant , formerl y a
member of the Soci ety at Mon t rose , and
who after ward s attended Mr. Palmer 's
meeting in Dunde e, has , in conjunction
with Mr . Matthews , kept up the Society
at Dundee ever since Mr , Palmer 's re-
moval.]

In England I arn happy to announce
a lar more glorious and triump hant state
of things with respect to Unitarianism.
Ther e were Unitarians in Eng land at the
time of the Reformatio n* and severa l
persons suffered death or imprisonmen t
for the profession of the truth . For 150
year s the cause has been supported , less
or more , by learned writers , able
preac hers , and distinguished pri vate
Christians .

The Unitarian Society formed at Lon -
don in 1791, in a mann er connects and
combines all the noted men of that pro-
fession, throug hout G reat Br itain , in
one genera l bod y. A similar society on
a large plan of that kind , was after ward s
formed in the West of England , And
by a letter , accompanied with a pamp h-
let , wh ich I received near thre e months
a*ro, from a respectable Unitar i an mini-
ster in the vicinity of London , I find
tliere is a third genera l eociety f ormed,
call ed The Unitarian Fund , the object
of whi c h is to afford encouragement an<*
support to popular and itinerant preach -
ers in different parts of the country ^ in
order more full y to extend an d diffus e
th e knowledge of the truth. An account
is given of the pr ogress and exerti ons of
Mr. Wright arid other Unitarian preach-
ers in. different places of Kng land and
W ales. - Menti on is also made in this
Pamph let of the Unitarians in Scotland ,
and par ticularl y at Paisle y.

A ve?y usefu l peri odical publication
,««? beeri set on foot at London , entit led ,

'he Month ly Reposi tory, " &c

bility both of body and mind,.
The yellow fever was thep in that
city, and a great part of my fa-
mily were eitner affe cted with it
or other disorders. I had to en-
counter many difficulties, em-
barrassments and unfortunate in*
cidents in that city; but experi*
enced at the same .time the kind
attentions of some pious and
worth y persons, wpich alleviated
these distressing events not a little.
I removed to Philadelphia to-
wards the end of Jpecember,
where I remained till the 9th of
February 1796, when I set out
for Winchester in Virginia, and
my family followed me there in
April following*

After some attempts, by con-
versation, letter-writing, and
lending- books, to propagate the
Unitari an doctrine in ,a private*,
familiar way, with little or no
success* I recited these Disserta-
tions a second tim e in the Court-
house at Winchester, in Autumn
1799, to crowded audiences at
first , but in the sequel to very
thin ones. I wished niuch then
to have published tj iese Disserta-
tions ; but as the subject was un-
popular and the publication would
have been expensive, I did not
attem pt i t ;  but contented myself
with writing and printing a small
pamphlet entitled ; ., *

" A Serious Address tg the In-
habitants of Winchester, oh the
Unity of God and H^umJahity of
Christ : with a List of Theologi-
cal Treatises, to be afforded to
the Perusal of thpse who may in-
cline U> make an Inquiry into
these important Subj ects.'* Win-
chester, 1800.

This Address, I advertised for
eleven inonths in the Winchester
Gazette, arid concluded the a<l-
vertisemeht by a solemn protest
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against the Trinitarian doctrine
and worsh ip, published thfc 31st
of December 1800, the last day
of the late century . I confirmed
this protes t in a farewell address
to the people of Winchester , pub-
lished also in the Winchester
Gazette of the 20th of May 1801.

My next settlement was at
Northu mberl and Town in this
state , \Nfhere after having resided
near seven month s, I began to
pj-each , and continued to do so,
generall y once a fortn ight , for
the space of more than four years ,
viz. from Ghri stmas -day J 801
to Febru ary 1806, without conT
cealing or dissemblin g my senti -
ments ; thou gh I did not there re-
cite these Dissertations. I hereb y
express my gratefu l acknowled g-
ments to the good people of Noi>
thumberla nd and that neighbour -
hood, for the candour and atter -
tion with which they heard me,
frfcm first to last. My good
wishes will ever attend them , and
xily prayers be offered up in their
behalf to the heavenl y Father in
the name of Ch rist. I am in-
debted to that place for several
subscri ption s to these Disserta -
tions, for which I return t̂h anks.
While I resided at Northumb er-
land I composed the fbllovving
pieces.

1#- " The Doctrine of the Scri p-
tures , concernin g' God, Jesus
Ch rist , and the Holy Spirit ,
briefl y stated ; and accompanied
with Remarks on Observations
on the Divini ty of Christ , ascribed
to Jud ge Rush ; which appeared
in the Sunbur y and Northumber -
land Gazette of September 20th
last." This piece was published
in a small type, in Mr.- Kenned y's
£aper before mentione d, of the
25th Occpber 1804, and filled
near seven columns.

2. " A Speech delive red at the
Grave of the Rev. Jo s.eph
Priestle y , LL. D. F. R, s,»
&c. Northumberland : 1804.

3. U A Review of Dr. Pries tley's
Theological Works , with occa-
sional ^Extracts , express ive of his
Sentiments and Opinions , and
Observati ons on his Char acte r
and Conduct as a Christian Mi-
nister. " When I remov ed from
Northumberland in Febru ary
1806, I left this Review , pre -
par ed for the pr ess, with Jos eph
Pr iestley, Esq . who publishe d it
the same year , in Dr. Pries tley 's
Memoirs , Vol. 2, Appendix ,
No. 6.

At Pottsgrove , where I resided
from Febru ary 1806 till near the
end of that month 1807, I had
no opportun ity afforded me of
public speaking, and I must add
no desire for it; though I lived
agreeabl y with soine worth y peo-
ple in that place-

Since my coming to resid e in
this city *, I have engaged in
public worshi p, and other reli-
gious services , with two differ ent
classes of men of the Unita ria n
denominat ion ; and neith er of
those societies hav e answered my
expectation s m all respects ;
though I had the satisfa ction of
partin g with a majority of the
members of the Inde pendent so-
ciety in an agreeable manner.

I doubt not but th at I might
resume my labours in th is way,
if I were so disposed ; but I think
I have alread y employed, and
may in future employ, my tixne
on the Lord* s day to more spir i-
tual impro vement and advan tage
to myself and others , by private
devotion and the study of the

* I arrived in Philade l phia with WS
famil y, February 26, 1807.
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Scriptures, than I could do in
preaching to a very small con-
gregatiop, most of whom, as they
are pious and moral people,
ci-or» rl in little need of mv instruc -jl ^ liv t »~- — 

-»• - j  

tion or admonition. Besides, I
arn now ccrne to the evening of
life ; and wearied nature craves
some respite from continual toil.
A period of twenty-seven years
has elapsed, since the commence-
ment of the Society of Unitarian
Christians * at Montrose in Scot-
land, iu Augu st 1781. During
all which time (with little inter-
val) I have been more or less ac-
tively engaged as a preacher in
different places ; either in my
own country, or in Virginia and
Pennsylvania. It may now be
becoming, at least not ingloriou s,
to leave the useful and necessary
duty.of public speaking on the
Lord's day to others, greener in
years ?LTid J irmer in strength than I
am, and to wish them success in
the nam* of the LORD*.

In the place of worship of the
Independent Society-of Unitarian
Christians of this city before men-
tioned, were these Dissertations
rehearsed for the third and last
tinte, as a Lord's day evening
serv ice, which began on Sunday,

* The Rev. Mr. Lindsey, of Essex
Street Chapel , Strand , London , gave
over preaching at seventy yea rs of age,
though be was then in tolerable health ,
a»d living an the most agreeable footing
wt h his congregat ion 3 who regre tted his
resignat ion. M y inc reasing infirmities ,
wit h the various trials , reverses , and dis-
asters, tha t I have experienced in human
"fe, have probably made me as old (if 1toay so sp^ak) at wear sixty, as that
£<x>d tnan was at seventy. Add to thi s,
™t I am unde r the constant necessityot lalour ing for a worldl y subsistence for
Jjysel f and family. It is hi gh time ,
{nerefore, as Horace says, that I should
j* tonatum rude, « released from act ive

November \59 1807> and ended
February 28,1808, when the last
Dissertation was delivered ;
though the evening service it self
Was still continued bn the subject
of the Prophecies of Daniel till
May 8th. A considerabl e num-
ber of hearers attended the recital
of the Dissertations at first ; but
the audience gradually declined
till near the close, when it was
almost reduced to the proper
members of the society.

The Author considers the pub-
lication of these Dissertations, as
the most useful labour he was ca-
pable of performing for the glt>ry
of God or the benefit of man-
kind ; and as far exceeding any
service he could render to religion
or piety by his ordinary preach-
ing to such small audiences as
generally attended him. It is to
be regretted that the effect of
preaching is but tQO * often mo-
mentary, and that good impres-
sions wear off very soon ; but a
printed work on an interesting
and all-important subject, is cal-
culated to have a permanent ef-
fect, and is always at hand to
renew its first impressions*.

i he Author humbly trusts
that these Dissertations' will con-
tinue to do good, and to promote
the knowledge of the one God,
and the one mediator between God
an d men , the man Chris t Jesus, when
he shall sleep with his f ather s^ and
be numbered among the dead.
Bat though the work should not
have any considerable influence
or effect , though it should even
be neglected and "despised ; yet
none can deprive him of the ac-
complishment of one main obj ect
which he had in view by its pub-
lication. It has been a work lofig
proj ected, of ardent wishes, and
of many prayers ; and the author,
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hj : executing his purppse at last
Hy Jnieans or painful exertion * has
relieved, dad discharged his con-
science, and removed a burden
f rpm his rriirid.

In his foriner tfeatise hd bore
a fill} aivi complete testirnony "to
the supreme and unrivalled ma-
j esty of the Father as the only true
Gedy Hut came to no positive cp.n-
elusion concerning J esus Christ
tv/j om he hath sent, further* than
th^t he was Ci a being inferior to
'God, dependent upon him> and
acting by his command and au-
thority y or in other words, his
Son> 8er*>anf 7 and Messenger y and
by, the Father 's appointment, the
Messiah, or only Mediat or be-
tween God and man.*' This last
point, thougj i clearly established
and proved still left the mincfin
a^state^ of "suspense and uneasiness,
resecting .the nature and charac-
ter of our L.ord, viz. whether he
Was to be ranked among angelic
or superangelic beings; of consi*
dered as.one of the human spe*-
cies, perfect arrd complete in
piety and all moral virt ue ; and
thereby as the cap tain of our salva-
tion* the author and f i nisher of our
f aith) affording an inimitable and
salutary example to all his fol-
lowers. The present Disserta-
tions, afte r exhibiting a full proof
of the Unity of God in the per-
son of the Father, decide this
important question explicitly, and
establish the Messiahship and
Proper Humanity of Jesos, by
Strong and cogent arguments.
v The Author, therefore, has

np^y borne his ful l and complete
testimony to the truth as it is in
Jesus, to the pure and sincere
milk of the word, calculated to
nourish the htiman mind, and
make it grow in grace and goad-
ness, .a,n<j f j o'a, meetness/or (^vef-

lasting life. If, therefore, his
work shall be well received, hd
will rej oice and be thankful ; but
though it should be other^se,
he cannot be deprived of the
sweet consolation of having done
his duty, by serving the cause of
God and truth , according to the
best of his knowledge and ability.
This is a reward that will be
hlsy both here and hereafter.

Above all things, it becomes
the Author, with unfeigned hu-
mility arid self-annihilatio|i to
express his gratitude to thb Fa-
ther of mercies, and the God of
all comfort, for m&king his un-
worthy servant an instrument in
promoting the knowledge of his
truth, and the gospel of his Son ?
and f or  granting him strength
and ability to begin, carry on,
and finish this work. If any
thing good or useful has been
performed in it , if any important
tru th has been set in a clearer
light and established hy more
powerful arguments than by
former writers, to him alone,
to his great, gloriou s, and ador-
able name be all the praise as-
cribed !

The sa tisfaction I hav e derived
from the accomplishment of this
work, and other useful un-
dertakings that I have been en-
abled to perform, I consider as
a balance to many seeming
evils that have befallen me,
and a means of support under
them.

I have seen so many sad
changes and vicissitudes take
place in the world ; I have ex-
perienced so many trials, difficul-
ties, and disappointments in hu-
man life, that I have been some-
times ready to say in a despond-
ing moment, with the Hebrew
philosopher, All is vanity #*

%0D . : , Recount of Mr. William Christie .
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vexation of spirit*, or with Addi-
son's Cato,

k q Lucius , I am sick of th is bad world ."

But I correct myself. Though
such melancholy apprehensions
may sometimes arise in a man's
mind* and cast a gloom over it,
yet it is extremel y wrong1 to give
way to them, or to suf fer one's
self to be influenced by them ; as
they must necessarily have a ten-
dency to check that spirit of ge-
neral and ardent benevolence,
that a Christian ought to cherish.
Such thoughts when indulged
imply ingratitude to God, who is
infinitel y wise and good ; and are
injurious to mankind, as they
hinder a man from taking a suffi-
ciently strong interest in their
concerns, so as to act fyis part in
society with vigour and alacrity .
The earth is full of the goodness
of the LORD ; he does not grieve
willingly nor afflict the children
of men. The means of happi-
ness, at least of con tent and re-
signation , are in every man s
power. Life accompanied with
an ordinary share of heal th , and
any tolerable means of subsistence,
is a great and singular blessing,
particularl y to those who do not
think it probable that there is any-
state of conscious existence be-
tween death and the resurrection.
Life is the accepted tirn d arj il the
day of salvationj- ;—th e time for
securing the divine favour, being
usefu l to mankind , overcoming-
vicious propensities, and lay ing-
m a stock of virtue and piety,,
which may stand us in stead here-
after. p$al. cxv. 17, 18, "The
dead praise not the LORD, .nei-
ther any that go down into si-

• » ccles. i. 14. f  2 Cor . vL £,
VO L. VI.

lence. But we will bless the
LORD, fro m this time forth and
for evermore. Praise the LORD.**
Ps. cv. 3. u Glory ye in his holy
name: let the heart of them re-
j oice that seek the LORD/' Phil.
iv. 4?. " Rej oice in the LORD al-
way : and again I say, rej oice/ '

These are noble ar,d cheerful
sentiments. They chec k the
risings of chagrin and discontent,
and spread a sacred serenity over
the mind. The true Christian
mediurr a is,—n'ot to be worldly-
minded, nor over fond of life ;
rior yet wantonl y and ungrate-
fully to despise its proper busi-
ness,—nor even its sober satisfac-
tions and innocent enj oyments.
Intellectual and moral pleasures
afford still Tiigher sources of de-
light ;  and devotional feeling
completes the pitch of human fe-
licity* Phil. i. 21. " For to me to
live is Christ , and to die is gam/*
says Paul, with exact propri ety.
A *rood man ou gh t always to be
ready to depart , and yet willing
to wait the divine call .

Father of Christ ! to thy sure hand ,
My health , my -breat h, I- t rust ;

An d my iiesh wails but th y command
To dro p into the dust . '

Psal. xxili. 1'xxiiL 23 to 26. '
1 Pet . l. 3 to 5.

Phil adelphia , 25th Oct. 1808.

Historical Account of ths ^ Dissenting
Congregation> Barnstap le, by Mr.
Badcock ; iv'ub Pcti-ticulfirs of
Mr. Badcocky by Mr . Manning.

Exeter, March 27, 1811,
Sir ,

In the Supp lement to the last
Vol. of the Repository, (p, 621—-
6^2,) Dr. Touknin obliged your
readers with an amusing extract
from the Historical Account ctf
O rv
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fhe^ProteStantDissentingChurches
in Cambridgeshire, drawn up bjr
Mr*^ Robinson. Dr. Toulmin
mentions it- as communicated to
biin by Mr# Thompson, without
being- apparently aware of Mr.
^Thompson having collected simi-
lair accounts from nearly all ihe
counties in the kingdom* About
80 years since, Mr. Thompson
showed me a l&rge folio volume,
containing these little histories,
very fairly transcribed ; and if I
am not much mistaken it was de-
posited ifi Dr. Williams's library,
in Red Cross Street. About the
time Mr* Robinson sent his His-
torical Sketches, Mr. Towgood
anAMn Bad cock sent similar ac-
counts of different congregations
in Devonshire. Mr. Badcock
gave-me. a copy of what he com-
municated ; an d his history of
Barnstaple, \^here he was settled
fot many years, is drawn up in
such a vein of pleasantry and
pointed appositeness of expression
as^will amnse your general read-
&&,' and will forcibly recall tq the
recollection of those who were
personally acquainted with him,
tfeat fcriWiancy of style, and live-
liness df ^disposition* which have
o&4n sdelightqd them,
i Mn Badcock -was <a native pf
this county, and was born at
ScmthiMoilltorj in , 1747. He re-
ceiVedJiis grar&matical education
aiuder Mtv Palk, the minister of
<foei£ottg£regatmn* On the death
4G$3Mr. FaiK:-,lie was placed under
the cSurc of My. Coleridge* at ©t-
teryu ^ yJkt.16 he became a pupil
4«i Mr* JJavi»gtoiii3s academy at
t©tt€«yf and; on .the death of Mr.
JaaVaigtea removed to Brid port,
-ttSfere nc Hniiiheii his studies. He
4^egan?to ipre^ch ) in l$65f when
:faetw&s oaiyal 9^^nc^ fit^o^^
at Winbourne in Dorsetshire.

Here he continued till the year
1770, at which time he removed
to Barnstaple. The congregation
at Barnstaple were much pleased
with his public services ; but hig
private character became at last
so very exceptionable, that it was
judged prudent of him to retire.
He accordingly left Barnstaple
in 1̂ 7^, and was chosen at South
Moulton. Not findi ng, however,
his situation among tbe dissenters,
through his own conduct, so eli-
gible as he could wish, he quitted
the congregation in 1786^ and
soon ai\er conformed to the
Church, and had a curacy within
four miles of Exeter, His health
soon obliged him to relinquish
this situation, and he after-
wards engaged himself as an
assistant to Dr. Gabriel, at the
Octagon chapel at Bath, and had
a very considerable share in writ-
ing the Bampton Lectures, pub-
lished by Mr. White. He died
-May 19) 1788. He was a man
of very extraordinary talents.
His education 'was confined , but
his own attainments were won-
derfu l and various. There was
scarcely a subj ect he was not in
some measure acquainted with ,
nor any branch of literature that
he had entirely neglected.

The reader being acquainted
with these circumstances, which
were publibhed , I believe, in some
periodical paper about the time
of1 

his death, will read with more
interest the following short nar-
rative. v

JAMES MANNING.
"BA RNSTAPLE.

€t Tile dissenting congregation
in this pl^ce was originally ga-
thered by Mr. Jonathan Jianiner
(grandfather\ of Qay th^, pog)
*n4 M^ ' Ph^t^^-^Hanmer was a man of very con-
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siderable abilities and great appli-
cation. " He wrote a treatise on
Gh ristiisiii . Confirmation , recom-
mended by Mr. Baxter. When
Ch arles II. granted an indul-
p uce in 1672, the congregation
built a "meeting-house near the
Castle, and formed themselves
intd a regular church on the con-
gre^timial plan, under the pas-
torship i>f Mr. Peard, who, by
the approbation of the people,
chose for his -assistant Mr. John
Hammer,, the son of his former
colleague- In 1692 Mr. Han-
mer was chosen co-pastor ; and
after the death of Mr. Peard,
Mr. Hatiirier was desired to take
up6n hifriself the whole of the
pastoral office, which he com-
plied with. As the congregation
wa^ very large, Mr. Hannner was
prevailed on to choose an assist-
ant. The person fixed on was
Mr. William Peard, son of the
former pastor. Some disputes
which took place when Mr. Han-
mer was incapable of ministerial
duty, which disgusted his frieuds ,
occasioned th eir separation from
the rfieeting at the Castle, and
they built a very commodious
chapel in the Cross Street*
"The first candidate for the

&para,t£. congregation was,a Mr.
Birne. A blunder he made in
the pulpit was the onl y cause of
his being rejecte d. He was to
preach a funeral sermon for an
old gentleman well-known, which
drew a large auditory. The poor
man ha^ forgotten to note down
where Ji is text was to he found.
He told tfofcm (wi]th a disconcert-
ed air) that hfe believed the text
was in the Proverbs, but he was
not certain ; but the worJ^ were
*o and m. This unluck y bluiider
^ai the parent of a thousand
others, Hi$ serixiori was a very

¦' ' '¦ « • ' ¦ . -
• ¦¦ : 

• 
.
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'
. X . , • . 

'
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chaos of crude divinity. Som*
were chagrined, others disgusted;
and a third sort Werit avray j^ra*
tified with something to rnalce 4
j est of̂  The preacher was too
much mortified to risk a second
attempt, and the people that i*i*
vited him too rmich mortified-tb
desire him. This Mr. Birne a£*
terwards settled at Hammer*
smith, and in his latter days
made a worse blunder than at
first. He conf ormed to the establish*
ment, and became so enamoured
of his canonical s that he wore
them all day long. But, poor
man ! he was near seventy. When
the Cross Street chapel was com-
pleted, the congregation invited
Mr. Ge&rge Boucher in the year
1706 to settle among them ; and
Mr. Peard, of the Castle meetings
dying, he was succeeded by Mr>
John Powel, who before that had
been settled at Blaftdford .., M&
Powel's orthodoxy as to the
Trinity was unquestionable, l>ut
in other matters suspected^ as will
appear from the following aiiec*
dote. An old lady of Dorset*
shire, who was then near 90^
boasted of her early attachment
to Calvinism ; and to give an 4&+
stance of her zeul, said, that
though Blaridford, where Mr.
Powel was then settled, %as
within a very short distance from
her house, yet frvery Sunday fot
ten years she rode to Wareham
to. hear one Mr, Chirk* though
it was at least twelve miles from
where srhe lived. Upon being
asked by a c^entleriian what was
her fancy for putting herself to so
much inconvenience, she replied
very heartil y, that she preferred
ridij ig through dirt y roads^ a km|j
and tedious way> in quest of Mr.
Clbr k9 s gospel* to going over thll
threshold u( her door to hear
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;Mt\-Towel's laf w. The people at
j&atiistaple bad not sqjnnucb zeal,
^d J&r. PowePs law went down
jbf gdspel, which was eyident by
their unanimous choice of him,
About a year before his death he
becariie incapacitated fiqr minis-
feriat work, and Mr, Thomas
Kshop was invited to be their
pastor* He settled at Barnstaple
f t i Nf c i iu 1*120*' "Mr - Bishop was
succeeded by Mr. John Walrond
in the year 1738. Mr. Boucher
at the Cross Street meeting grow-
ing exceedingly infirm, a union
taf the. two congregations under
Mr- Walrond took place. Mr.
^Talrond dying in 1769, the
United congregations ipyited Mr*
Badcoc^ to settl e amon gst them."

j ĵist of Mr. Frankland/s Pup ils.
t • Cont inued from p . 10.

. Natland.
|& Jorm Hefywood, \ May 26,
i*?> Eliezer Hey wood, J J 674.

These were both sons of Mr.
(pliv r̂ H^ywood, who was 

bom
 ̂ J^e^yer, near Bolton, JLan-

^shire, and-ej ected 1662 from
jpoley:in Yorksh i re. The former
ofj thern was firs t settled at Ro-
J^rftain, frpm whence he re-
moved to, Pontefract. The other
was ipinister ^it pronfi^ld in DerT
ty^hir^ lwhere 

he. died in 1730,
ag^fi . %&*:+: He liad a son named
Elie?ier? who for many years
preached; s*t Mansfield, where he
#ed in J733- ' ' / '

Mr- Hey wood, late of Potters^
pt^ry- jn Northam ptonsh ire, was
pf thf 5finie fa mily ; whorn Mr.
^Anisorjt, ijx his History of the
ChuFcJie$ in London , has strange-
ly corifbyndecl with Mr, Hey -
tv#rd qf Silver Street, who died
afeoye 5Q, years ago, at an early
Age, , , , .

¦
- . , , . . . : . - ..

¦
. .

¦ 
. '

19. Christopher Ricliardsbn.
%Q. Godsgift Kirby,

These three were admitted at
the same time with the two fbr«
men
21. John Bowles, June 20, 1674*
22. John Nasbitt, **r-*-̂  28* i
. He was mvtny years pastor , of

the Independent church at Hare
Court , Ald^rsfgate Street, Lou*don. There is a good engraving
of his portrait in ^to*t -He had ^son a physician in the city,
23. Joseph Boyce, April 16̂

He was born at Leeds, and
was settled as a minister in Drib*
lin, in the same congregation
with the famous Mr. Emlpv.
He was the author of a consider
able number of writings, which
are collected in a large folio vo-
lume*
24\ Snadrach Sherburn, Aprils
25. David Lisrer, May 12, 1675,

He died young, to the great
grief of his worthy parents, whd
lived near Bradford, Yorkshire;
26. Deliverance Larkham, Jun6

- 10, 1676.
2*7. Eliezer Birch, :> p t 

^28. John Downs, J • ¦ ¦ • ;
29. Timothy Hallidajr, Mar,m
30. Richard Sy lcesr ^
31. John Ray.
32. Joseph Whitworth, Aug.- 17-.
33. Robert - JLangstaflF, -r—r- 2^
34^ John By ram, March 17.

He was first at Stock port atid
afterwards at Saddlesworth ,
35. Edmund Butler^ 24.
36. Samuel Angier* A pr. 24,1677-

Most probably he wa the sori
pf Mr- John Angier, who had
episcopal ordination, an(^ was
ej ected from .Den ton in Lanca-
shire*.. - He had a brother Sarn uet
Angier m the ministry *
37- Robert Meek, April -24/
38. Nathaniel Jbleywopd, Apr. 2.5;
' ( He was undo u btedly the sou

mp , * . r^X ^,.(^^ r̂anl2uniFsBt ^p ^ ^.  
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of Mr* $fr T&eY&oo&j ejected frofti
Ormskirk, who 4ied aged 44,
the^ear this his?*n Wfcht to 

the
ncariemy^ f
39. Robert Shaw, May 3.
40. '-Hobert Carr, June 20.
41. Henry-Latham, Oct. 5, 1677.

Hevwas the father of Dr, La-
thain, a physician at Newcastle,

Qn the Adpantages arising from
Sects and Parties*

March 6, 1811,
Nothing' 5s more common

among almost all classes of seri-
ous Christians , than to lament
and cotnpkiin of the great variety
of sects and parties into "which
the religious world is divided,
and to express the most ardent
wishes that these differences of
opinion could be done away, and
that all mankind could by some
means or other be made to think
alike. This sentiment is become
50 genial as to be assumed by
many as a sort of axiom or first
principle which admits of no dis-
pute* and in fact seems to be al-
most the sole point qn which the
contending parties are all agreed .
" Since £rufch >" they say, ¦<* is one,
and the means of attaining it
equally open to all, why should
Dot allv be-? led to the same con-
clusion ? To say nothing of the
bitter factions and contentions
which religious disputes h^ve oc-
casioned in the church* the vio-
lent passions-y^hich they have ex-
ited, the crimes and persecutions
to wilier these passions have led,
Way they not .-afford a plausible
foun dat ion to the obj ections df

.e unfcel ievetf, who; may perhaps
?lth ̂ P&ejappear^ince... of 1 j ustice
&®ar$, t tfostt vte. shqff l4' first

who w^s ohe of file Jiea^s^^FMr. Beniamm Rennett, an|fVpuD--
lished same of liis pasthumou*

iscourses*
42, Joseph (or 5pslixia) Eato^," ^ ^A pril4,\i67«r " /. V^VVf/jQu; Whetlier he wais riot ̂ kfather of I>r* Eaton of J^ottiii&»
ham ?

agree among ourselves what it
Christianity, before we feioril-
rnend it to the acceptance ^Fothers ? Besides, may not die de-
putes and cbnttoversies aiil6^g
the various parties who all aWge
in- professing to believe the Gk^
spel, have a very unhappy effect
not only on tbe minds/̂ ot^t&kfe
immediately e \̂gaged> M whoxa
the good seed may be choked xu *
by the thorns and weetfs bj ^vidj te
debate, or the sprouting p^nfc
blasted b y the storms^ &£ vloleb.qe
and acrimony ; but Msb̂ ra;the
more unlettered but weIf-Mspose5
disciple, Avho is either iridiit^
by this example to disregf&rfcl ffo&
Tunda rnental sind practical "'p tibf a
ciples of his religion, in toj?4tf 'W
direct his whole ̂ tten uori id:j th8&
which afFotd rooto for ^triFe' kfj S£
debate, or else, di^lrited ^ J^itit
endless disputes, virh^re nd ^eraM
footing can be 'bhtiXl p&j d, is WriiptS
ed , to give tip tHe oriole fkri5
abandon himself t o a  hopejiesi
scepticistii?" ;:i l 'L

All this, and more, is sai^a^
those who are accustomed tB|ini
sist upon the evils ? ari)Sn3iT ^£^6m.
th is diversity of ^tilrie^ ' ;|
cannot help thipkin^* l . ho^eVeK
that theif coitlplairit!s dire ..W liHffe-
rri isphic«d ; that tlie ' ev^ih wKi^E,
they ascribe to t^is disposition 'ot
tilings are either ' gt Âf ex&g*
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gerated, or are justly referable
to a different original 5 and th at
the many advantages which at
the same time result frqm it are
not sufficientl y regarded. My
reasons for thinking1 so, I shall
bow beg leave briefly to state. I
api the more induced to do this,
because many advocates for a re-
ligious establishment have en-
deavoured to found upon this
supposed undeniable general prin-
ciple a strong argument against
all dissenters. They first make
a great disp lay of the importance
©f vmion and harmony, and expa-
tiate in strong language upon the
Kj atriy evils attending a public and
avowed dissent from the autho-
rized doctrines ; from which they
conclude tfrat in order to avoid
these evils we should be j ustified
fe preserving a complete silence
Vttxh regard to our peculiar opi-
nions : nay, that it is even our
duty to do so, though we should
consider them as essential parts
of our Christian faith , if we would
escape trie charge of a separating
sectarian spirit. If we gra nt
them the princi ple upon which
this argument proceeds, it must
I thin k be admitted to possess
considerable weight, an d I con-
fess I do not much wonder that
marry persons should have consi-
dered it as perfectly unan swer-
able. But it seems to me that we
are not at all required to concede
to them this princi ple; but may
oiijtj hp contrary maintai n th&t a
perfect uniformity, either of reli-
gious f^ith or religious profession,
ivould not be attended by the be-
nefits which they expect from it ;
and, so far fro m being an obj ect
which it is worth while to make
considerable sacrifices to attai n,
fenn itself hy no inean> desirable.
This-H,the point wfeicJU I .wislh %q

establish by the following obsen
vations*

In the first place, we seem to
be led very forcibl y to this con,
elusion by observing the univer-
sal p revalence of that diversity
which is so much complained of.
In no period of the history of hu-
man knowled ge have mankind
entirely agreed in their opinions
upon any subject of irxquiiy . In
the present age, when our know-
ledge is in many respects so much
extended, we do not seem at a!]
less remarkable for this disagree-
ment; and therefore, j udgin g of
the future from tlte past, we have
no reason to conclude that the
sentiments of mankind are ever
likely to be exactly adj usted to
one common standard. It would
be visionar y to suppose that a
time will ever come when men's
opinions upon ev_ery speculative
point which now divides them,
and excites controversy and dis-
cu ssion, shall be finall y settled and
agreed ; that those knotty ques-
tions which have in all ages occu-
pied the thoughts of the learned
and reflecting part of mankind
will eVer be finall y determined ;
or that one universal comprehen*
sive creed is ever intended either
here or hereafter to receive uni-
versal approbation and consent,
though deciding questions on
which men never consented be*
fore. Such an idea would be in
the highest degree absurd , since
the thing is in its own nature im-
possiWe. Such an universal agree-
ment in all points never can take
place while human nature re-
mains the same. Different per-
sons m ust always be placed in
different situations ; they must
alwavs be exposed to the influence
of different circumstances: titfir
connexions, their rriode of life
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their fortune, their state of health,
the climate jmder which they live,
aiid a thousand other things, will
always have such an effect upon
their habits, associations, apd
general ipodes of thinking, as
not merely; to preclude all idea
of such ail universal agreement
on all subje cts, but, perhaps,
even to render it impossible for
any two to think exactly alike.
This insuperable bar to a com-
plete uniformity of sentiment
upon speculative points, ther e are
those who will deplore ; but, as it
seems to me, with very little ap-
pearance of reason. If such be
the case, would it not be wiser
to s$t ourselves to examine whe-
ther tlie advantages attending this
constitution of things may not be
more than sufficient to compen-
sate for all its inconveniences ;
and to endeavour to trace here
the iharks of the same kind pro-
vidence, by which the constitution
of the hmman mind has been, in
other respects, so admirabl y
adapted to the situation in which
it is placed I We may depend
upon it , that a sort of union and
harmony, as it is termed, which
the Author of our being has
rendered utterly inconsistent with
the constitution he has given us,
is not in any respect essenti al to
our happ iness or improvement-
He is much too wise to make
the w elfare of his creatures de-
pend upon impossibilities* I would
go further still , and maintain
that this harmony is so far' from
being necessary, that it is in no
degree desirable ; that it would
bea very lamentabl e circumstance,
and wotild deprive this life of
roany of its enj oyments. This
difference of opinion, fqr which a
provision is thus made in the very
constitution df our natures, call

it heresy, schism, or any other of
the black names that have been
invented for it, is nevertheless one
of the most effectual means em*
ployed by Providence for securing
a constant atten tion to the mosf:
important subj ects of humaii ia*
quiry. Though curiosity or the
desire of knowledge be in itself a
very powerful principle, it is not
always sufficient to incite t© those
exertions in its pursuit which are
necessary for its attainment. Far
this purpose it is often requisite
that the attention sliould he
forcibly drawn to the inquiry,
and a strong sense of its import-
ance impressed upon the mind By
incidental circumstances,. Hence
it follows tha t a difference of
opinion which necessarily excites
discussion, awakens an interest
in the subj ect, which stimulates
attention and inquiry, and thu*
leads die minds of men to a rainute
examination of man y subjects of
the highest import ance, which
otherwise perhaps would have
been altogether overlooked or
neglected. The history of every
branch of human knowledge may
furnish us with numberless ex>
amplesof this efficacy of discussion
in promoting the discovery of
truth. The disputes which have
so much occupied philosophers
during the last fifty years respect-
ing the comparative merits of the
theories of chemistry which have
been brought forward, have very
much contributed to the improve-
ment of that science, by directing"
the attention of able and ingeni-
ous inquirers to the subject, and
by inciting the m, in order to the
illustration of obscure, or the es*
tablishment of disputed positions,
to proseciite experiments and iii*
vestigations, often expensive, dif-
ficult* or laborious. ' The contro
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WEsies - 'vfrfaidi have at different
tbries been agitated concerning
ifee foundati on and standard of
taorals, - have Attracted a much
greater number of th inking men
to cfevote their time to the im-
provement of ethical science ; and
tfie consequence has proved high-
ly beneficial* For though their
views cf the subject have been
various, they have seldom been
found mcompalil>le ; so that by
TOtfcinrg the labours, of all, we are
eitabled to erect the edifice of
j&oralitj on a more extensive and
stable foun ĵatioa, than we could
"otherwise have hoped For- In
sSidr't* I believe it is a tru th
VKcfo cannot be disputed , that in
almost a3I the inquiries which
liave ever attracted the attention
&nd ctirioSity of mankind, they
h&sre been chiefly spurred on to
investigate and to acquire a cotn-
^pfetent acquaintance with the'sub-
|ect̂  not So much by a mere dis-
interested thirst after knowledge,
its %y sirtne dispute, some contro-
versy in whteh they desire to di-
stinguish 'themselves* It is to re-
itecfctons* to industry, and to inqui-
ries suggested by such motives,
te we ovre many of the most
iiifcp r̂tantan d valuable discoveries
in all the arts and sciences ; and ,
I tti&y add, it is by the addition al
motive thus thrown into the scale,
that many have been led to attend
more to subjects of still greater
importance than they otherwise
might have done^ that their minds
bave been forcibly drawn to con-
sider the things that relate to their
Everlasting peate ; that they have
1>een induced to examine the
growpds upon which they are
authorized to tafae tip the glorious
*lkine by which they are called.
"Is it tapt desirable that we should
Itiiow and thoroughly understand

the evidences of religion, both
natural and revealed ; the true
strength of the testimony upon
which we found our most elevated
hopes and transporting expecta-
tions ; that we should be able to
give a reason for the faith that is
in us ? Why then should we la-
ment the influence of those differ.
ences m opinion, those disputes
and controversies* which have
led so many to attend to these
subj ects, who would otherwise
have altogether neglected them !

Another importan t advantage
of those controversies which the
opposing sentiments and opinions
of mankind have a tendency to
excite, is the minute and rigid
scrutiny to which every doctrine
or thebry is subjected before it can
be generally received as true- The
infl uence of this scrupulous ex-
animation^ both in preventing the
easy admission of error and in
promoting the caitse of troth, is
too obviate to require more par-
ti cular illustration . Since the
hiirnan understanding is neces-
sarily liable to mistake, it is im-
possible fox- any degree of caution
to lead us in all cases to the truth ;
but we have thus the fairest pos-
sible chance of success. When
subjected to this ordeal error will
most commonly be detected ;
while those doctrines which are
founded in fact will only be still
further confirmed and established.
The attempts of its opponents to
overthrow the truth, can only con-
tribute mor£ fully to display the
immoveable rock on which it
stands. The Copernican system
of the heavens, for ex-ample, on
its first appearance was immedi-
ately assailed not merely by »«
tfie arguments which a compan1"
ti vely unenlightened age ccww
bring against it,1>tt t by the united

1SQ8 f f n  f hf r  j &tva t tf f ig es  arhingfrom Serfs and Par tie f .



f^ce- 
of ,f>rejuclie% ^bigotry And

superstition^ With these it was
destined to wage a long and appa-
j ent\y?4utyous contest ; ^ut over
^h e^e it 

Jms
* triumphed ; and it

qvp£S ta rfieij r pei tinacious and db-
stinate opposition ? the accumula-
tion of fr mass of evidence which
places its truth beyond the possi-
bility of a 'catfil . /The Newtonian
theory of gravitation was publish-
ed at a time when the suffrages of
nearly all the philosophers of Eu«
rppe were eagaged by an h ypothe-
sis of a widely different nature.
It ia4 to make its way therefore
in opposition to rooted prejudice ;
it was subjected^ to the severest
examination ; ^very objection was
^roug^t forward in 

$11 its 
force,

$nd the ground disputed iftch by
inch . But the consequence was
that at length it was universal ly
admittedj ^nd shQwn to be suffici-
ent ; to account for all the p-heijto-
meaa,̂  and established on a kind
and degree of evidence which can
never he overthrown* Nor has
this severe aprutiny beett of less
important service to the interests
of religious truth . The Christian
systemitself was for a long period
the theme of bitter contention. The
powers of ifeij * world rose- ;up in
arraiy against the Gospel, the phi-
losopher opposed it by argument,
aftd the wit by ridicule , so that
every thing was minutely sifted
^d canvassed. Thei r unbelief
nm.y: hftve been a misfortune to
themt \)M£ \t has been u &reat bless-
*»g lo ,^w ho have in consequence
deceived the groumds an4 reasons
°/ PUr faith in their full forqe.
%>m, the disputes and (j iyioion^ of
^te0qut»t ^g^s, the s^inl^ benej i-
^

1 eff^Qlihas .̂ sul^> JNTq dpc-»
^^ ̂ ft t^ 

QP^8 
Irorxi ^od ^rati!

^l to stand the test of examinft-

tio%|but lifas; gold triedr by »the
.ftirfta-ce must «f»erge i fr oni the
struggle brightened 0,n& pvuri fied.
Accordingly, I Hm not one? orf
those Avho regret the opposition
which now prevails against the
Unitaria n doctrine. If it be^ as
I firml y believe^ the faith deliver.
ed to the saints, I ought rather to
rejoice at it. for then all the art
^nd industry of its opponents can
only serve in^he end to set its
truth in a more conspicuous point
of view.

That the disputes and contro-
versies to which these differences
of op inion give rise., frequently
excite violent contention and af-
ford food for the angry passions*I.. .sm willing tp Mmit ; but s#ch
food is nf v^er wan t ing where, there
is the disposi ti on: to §e,ek for it;
ft^d at any ra t^ , \ve ough* ta«con»
sider that a world which is ¦couless-
edly # state of trial; and probation,
neither can nor ought to be Want-
ing in those circumstaoces which
are fitted: to cal l , into exercise ibe
virtues of focbear^noej self-corn-*
mand and belf-denial : and which
may at tfa# same ti nae afford us
abundan t scopti for the cultivation
of those dispositions of charity and
candqur which stre so necessary to
the perfection of the Christian cha-
racter, and are most likely to fit
us for a place where discord and
contention shall for ever cease-
For the improvemen t and perfec-
tion of such heaven ly disposirfbtx a
tbj s is the best of all possible
schools s and when we consider
the heat find viol ence which loo
often prevails m the management
of c0ntroveiSi<?s> particularly when
thq m^niv of religion, can iii 1 aby
M/ ?ty,be introfl uicecj i a.tQ the dw*
^u^e, ther^ j Qjaui^ly W> $pec*acî
more pleasing* 4ml heavenly, tbab
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to see men of learnin g and integ-
ri ty though W artaed "with- a zeal-
ous regar d for tvhat they conceive:
i3o be th* truth , proceedin g Whh
:£&raeu? <' and triod *rat ion to the
micti^ibn of important questions ,
and fcorieiudifcg the controversy
witficmt in the least injurin g those
setitin&en ts of esteem and respect
vrhicfh at its commencemen t they
frt ut dal ly '-entertai ned. This is the
ad y^nt&ge which flight to be dc-
ri vedV atf d which is intended to bem m w /̂ ^m s %« « m *-• v v mm « ^-' ••« a »«x -* «a v^-' a4 •¦« ^̂  «¦«• % *-̂  "̂  ^̂

derived fro m the disp u tes attend •
ifrg the unavoidable diffe rences in
opinion asrion g men ; and the spe-
cimens 'of thi£ temper and spirit
Whitiii dccasipnally offe r them .
Selves to tra r notice, may perha ps
itihsom e degree t^nd to compen-
sate for the too frequent display
of a violence and acrimony which
cannot J ^e contem plated without
pain , and which sometimes lead s
to still more fatal consequences.

T£he warm est admirer of the
talents ^nd character of Dr.
Prie stley Cannot , I should th i nk ,
avoid regrettin g the vehemence
and asperity which too often ap-
pear in his controver sial writi ngs.
Th ĵ: hi* aLd yeiiarie s deserved it ?
which ip some instance s was per-
h^tps tru e  ̂ fs ah excuse, but not
qui te a sufficient one. A wri ter
of controv ersy should not mere ly
$.dapt his language to the chara c-
teif of his opponent , but to his own
^character and that of his readers :
T^at t)r . Prie stley however could
adopt a very different style when he
had ^ respect and esteem for his op-
pon^nt , we have several illustrious
examples to prove. His corres -
pondence with Dr. Price oft Ma-
teri alism and Necessity ; and his
dispute with Archbisho p New-
cotft fc ooii the H ar mony ojf the
©ospeUf 9lt% conducted with a

spiri t of moderatio n and good teti*per which may furnish perhaps g
'Sufficient atonemen t far the bitter,
ness and acri mony of his att acks
upon Hors ley and -Reid ,, Other
examples of the same pleas-ing f a .
scri ption .might be adduced , from
the annals of cont roversy , whick
prove that it is perfectl y possible
for sincere and conscientio us per -
sons to agree to diffe r on the most
important subjects, and to be zqsu
lous and active in the support of
opposite tenets vvitho ^it affecting
their mutual good opinion ^nd
friendshi p, A spectacl e Hfc^ thw
is in truth the triumph and per -
fection of the Chris tian cfmr ^cier:
it is a glorious ; ? triu mph of the
Christi an temper and spiri t oyer
the un rul y passions of human na-
ture .

But how is this tri amph to be
atchieved i By coirthni ally la^
bourin g after a complete uni form-
ity of sentiment, or, more prop er-
ly i of profession ? By avowing
our complete ; assent tto a set of
propo sitions which we do not be-
lieve * uiider the specious phra se of
articles qf p eace ^ Sure ly a much
more likely way 'would be to en-
deavour ! tb set an exam ple of
ehrifetian chari ty and forbeara nce ;
openly to avow our opinions what - -
ever they may be, but to defend 1
them if we are called upon to do <
so, with meekness and good tern - (
per , showing the contend ing fac-
tions how sincerit y and zeal'might'
be united with candour an* libera l-
ity ; to substitu te, for the unity of
profession it* the bond of hypocri -

^sy, the uni ty of the spiri t in the
bond of peace, and to prove to all
the worl d that an avowal ©f our '
sent iments where we differ ja »# j

obstac le^ovt  ̂iWQsfccord ial uoio* ,
where we agree.

2£J p!v On (Ac Advantages arising f ront Sects and taff i es.
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' ^DWerepces of opinion then on
fj&iiits lot; %Sre -speculation ar e
only  incidentally  tbe tianses bf evil,
Bit a& essentially ' productive of
tyiidi benefit. Ttoey urge men on'
to iiwestijgBtte the truth , th^y pre-
Veiit tHei ti from too readil y em-
bricinjg specioixs irino vat ions, and
flicjr tend to discipline and im-
prove the mihd in many of the
most important parts of the chris -
tjkn character. On the other
band , a complete uniformit v ofband , a complete uniformit y of
sentiment , while it introduced a
heaVy sattieness into human life,
would remove one -of the most
pofrerful incitemfcn ts to the pur -
suit df knowledge, and woul d de-
prive this life of 6rre of tHe mean s
wtie reby it is ̂ fi tted to prepare us
for a better. On these Accounts
I cannot join in tlie prayer against
heresy and schism : I would ra -
ther rejoice in the conviction that
they are hot evils in themselves ,
but are eminently inst rumental in
procuring for us th<* greatest and
most importan t benefits *

HiE RE TICUS.

Error in Dr. Priestley 's Works.
Sir , March 2tO^5 1811.

If an umfo mi edition of Dr ^Pr iestley^s works be publ ished ,
agreea bly to the recommendatio n
of your corres pondent , R. S. T.*
I beg to suggest the propri ety of
correc ting an erro r which appear -
ed (inad vertentl y, I am persu ad-
e«l,) first in the In stitutes fyc. and
aft erwards in the H istory of the
Chr istimn Church *In the Inst itutes Sp c. Part ii.
at the conclusion pf chap vi. Dr.
Priestley, speak ing of a pre tended
miracle among the Camisard s,

mentions c< one Serrefc ,** as giVitig,
u when near his deat h , a circum -
stantial account of the manner in
uhic h the artifie e had been con*
ducted *** And, Hi vol vi. of the
History of tke Christian Church,
p. 248, he repeats the stat ^in^nt ,
sayingy Q th is was declare d by
M r . Serres when he was m®* h is
death .' Now the tru th i$9 Si jyas
we learn from the auth or |- to
whom Dr. P> refers , thut the di$~
closure was inade to 3\ m̂ Serre$9
by a person of the name of Dun-
nameu . Serres , a most respec-
tabl e man , was not , as the iDr/fi
language and manner iaitiinat ^ a
party in the fraud : and I , wish ,
by the means of yow ReppsitQry,
to vind icate his memory .

I am, $Sir , year 's, &c.

Paris E dition of Prin ce Eu gene's
M em oirs*

Sir , March l£ , 1811.
I dare say that most of your

readers , amon g the proofs of the
enslaved condition of the French
press, have heard of the nijuti la-
t ion of the i C  Memoi rs of ^rihce
Euge ne," charged upon the thir d
edit ion of that work pubUshed at
Pa ri s. I lately look ed very cur -
soril y into th e Lpn^bh Frehch
edit ion. At the encT is given an
account of the Variations in the
Pari s edition. The passages Emit -
ted there ^.re seventeen. Two or
th ree wh ich 1 exapained did not
appear to me to have any politi cal
reference . For the otnissidlf of
one I could guess a reasori , aiiid it
was the only passage which I had
time to copy.

Under the year 1^0O? Prince

f  Lcmoinc on M im^lc«t pp. 43i-^W#
' , '- i t-  .-- .. .  ,. . .;. . ¦- a ;, .v .-/o^CiO
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E¥g?ne refutes tbat the Marshal
Yill&rs W$^ appoi nted ifae French-
eip^^'Mqr #t. Vienna . The two
generate \> ere intimate associates ;
OWfc of Ahj eir con versations is related *at t^e, cio$e of vyfaich v the Prince
thus n4clress.es t he Marshal ; the
vvoi ds in italics are quitted in the
P'ftiit? edition :—

" On j i'a jamaus conspire can t re
nos enjppTtJins; ils n'no.t japiais
£te as*assij ies. Nous n'avons p oint
4f i jg qxe$ Qlement, ni4eJ lavaillac.
Le pjguple nU&t pas enthousiaste
comrne f hezvou&; ,f nais il ne passe
pa *>. wnmnt cela, d'un senti-
ment & Xautre * II ne se commet
ntim&pre squcjamais de Crime en
Aytricht. Oa voulut persuader^Pa'nn&e passee, a Leopold , qu'on
avait voulu le tuer^puisqu'une balle,
&Iachaee 9 avait perc son chapeau .
Qu?ou cherche Yhomrne. dil il avec
son air espagnol , e'est un mala-
droit d > une fapon ou de Pautre :
il meurt de feur 9 ou i l me urt de
faim ¦;

¦ 
qu'on lui donne mille

ducats." Mem. a Londres, 1 8 1 1 ,
p# 35.

* No conspiracy h as ever been
formed against our emperors ; not
one. of them has been assassinated.
tVe hqve no Jagues Clement or
Ravaillac amongst us* Our peo -
p le are not enthusiastic like yours ^theref ore they are not liable to
such transitions of f eeling. in
short y crimes are scarcely ever
perp etrated in Austria. Last year ,
it was attempted to convince Leb~
ppld that somebod y had sought
to murder faun , because a ball
had been sbot (hroii gh his hat.
whilst he was hun t  ing. tjie replied ,
with his Spanish &k> Met the
man b

^ 
lounpf • either wayj he's a

clumsy felfow : he is dying qf fear,
or dying of h unger ; give him £
thousand duc t̂i^*^ : * ^ ? ¦•

The interp Ql#ti9fi sc fih ^rgje^ r oa
the P$rU ^4itiQn 9  ̂ ib^r. 

^first j s a ^tinu^i  ̂  ̂VAw
EP§P«P^ ^4 y^c? fy  

&-£ 
^mg^ror'3cpp fe$spr, in J724, :ar»d : cJq^

w ith this recopamendatio ri ĵ f p<aqi,
fie counsels :—

" Parl ey conscience 4 yos n)q $m
tres, si un mimstre ignorant et
les intri gants en fayeui,' con^seil lent
la guerre a mqins, qii^ 1̂  gr^od
nombre de gens en pl9.ee 011 gen^.
rau^ ne la jugent indispensab le.
Qu'dri parle, fiu 'on s'e^p lique,
point 4^ bassesse ni d?aigreur j
condu ite ferme> excellent^ defen.
siye prepare : on sauvera bien des
centmilie hommes et des rpil|ions."

<c Awajkea the conscience of
your rnasters, if ap igripr^nt rninisJ
ter and a party of intriguing fa.
vouxi tes recommend w^r, , when
the majori ty of men in ,oj ffice and
of the generals do not confer it
indispensable* ^et e?f pli<:hness
be used , let artifice and rancour
be avoided ; let firmness be pre-
served , and excellent pj rep^r^tious
be madeibr defence : thus hundreds
of tho usand s of lives5 and millionti
of money may be spared-'*'

I know npt what are the p roof s1 know npt what are the p roof s
of the authen tici ty of the London,
or rather the Weymar , edition , in
opposition to that of Paris, but 1
suppose they are satisfactory ,

ADJ UTOR.

Mr. Willia m WAitaker} Leeds.
Sir 5

I £>eHeve ypu ^vill find that
young Mr. Wiliiain Whi tater , j ^sep
the List of Mr. ^ranklkiH^s stii-
deqts , p. 9.) was not Iris ' "fatHer>
successor. He assisted him. but
the younff man died first. I con-
j ecture that Mr. "Bowden , the
present minister, succeeded the
young man <m hii dferifh l

%i% Taris $f ctiw o fJf aj w ; $lfygeQtf *



Mr- William Whitaker died of
a consumption , and left two ser-
ipons9 with a preface, about con-
sumptions , which Mr. S- Palmer
published. ^ 

,
I am credibly informed that the

old geptlenva n was wider in his
opinions than the young one.

QUERCUS.

raonly received Doctrine of the
Human Soul/' For all I know
of Mr. B's theology oi> metaphy-
sics I am indeb ted to Archdeacon
Blackburne's Hist. Viewy (cfc .29<)
and Biog* Brit. 2d. ed. (iu Pref*
ix.)

Dr. Kippis, whose accuracy of
research need* not my commenda-
tion, brought Dr. Coward into hi*
edition of the Biog. Brit. (iv. 3.58)
apparently under the disadvantage
of not having immediate access to
the publications of his author,.
On referring to the u General Bi.
ograp hy/' far my present design.
I am disappointed, not to find $xx
article of GovyarcL - Considering
the extent of literary information
and the liberality of seuitiment
justl y attributed to the conductors
of that work , I can refer to acciJ
^Jent alone an omission which I
regret for my own sake and that
of your readers. I trusty however,
th ^t even the imperfect account
of this author and his wri ti ngs
which 1 shall be able to offer you^will secure him a place in their
A ppendix.

As Dr. Kippis discovered no
authori ty, except Wood, for J)i$
biographical notice^ of Dr. Cow.
aj\J , previous to the .publication
of hj s u Secqnd Thoughts/' I have
veri fie d my highl y, - respected
frien d's correctness , of which in*
dee d 1 had no doubt ,-by applying
to t he same source .

William Cowaed , according
to A then. Oxon. (ii. 947, 8.) the
" son of a father of both hi*
names," was " born in l 6&6r in
th« citv of Winchester.^ His mo.
the r was daughter of an apothj eca-*
ry in that ci ty, where, Dr. Kippis
conjectures^ that Coward might
be educated at Wykeham^ school *
In 1674, at the age of eighteen *

Writ ers on Materialism.—Dr.
Coward*—Letter II.

Sir, * Ap ril 4, 1811-
I now proceed* as I offered in a

former letter, (p. 10.) to give you
soiij e account of two Christian
Mj Uj eriali sj tei Dr. Coward and Mr.
Laytoru As Dr* C. was the ear-
liest writer and by far the most
public ly known ob the questions
they discussed * I shal l state in this
lette r what I h^ve been able to
learn of that au thor 's life, previ .~
ous to the appearance, in 1702,
of his " Second Thoug hts con~
ccraing Huna an Souls/*

Dr. Coward has been unac-
comuabl y overlooked by the
brrj ed pu rveyors ,of biographical
informat ion. Anthony Wood, in
his i\then. Oxon . gave him a
*hon article brougb-t down to
'l fi9§, where that work? closed with
to nutbor 9 s d^^th. In tKe first
editi on of t he Biog. Brittan . pub-
'ishvd in l750,,CQward had no
place. This is more rej uarkable
15 Mr. Brougbton , a pr inci pal
wri ter in that work , has mention-
^ Wm incidental ly^ as I shall
have occasion to shew.. Mr. B.
"ad alsp considered the questions
^cusst d by our author, as, like
towards opponent of the same
^ame, he maintai ned the opinion01 a. separate state , and publisheda8a»nst Bishop Law, and the

^
riters of his sjchopl, among otherf^ti8e», « a Defence of the cam.

f f Z tyters on Ma$e TiQ\%*™>+-~-'Dr. Coward.—Letter //• 233



he became a commoner of Hart
tlaii} Oxford , of which his mater -
nal uncle , T) r\ Jo h ri Lam p hire , an
'eminent [tfr ysifcian and Camden 's
Professor of History, was the n
Prin cipal. In 'th e following year ,
he was admitte d a scholar of Wad -
ha m College , and in 1677 p ro -
ceeded Batch elor of Arts . Cow-
ard appears, at this time , to have
u obtaine d some reputation for
his literar y improvements ," as he
was elected, in 1*80, P robati oner
Fellow of Melto n College.

This adrancernent in acade mic
honours serve d afterwards the pur-
pose of invective to one of his op-
ponents , f ) i. Nichol s, who m he
designates in his '* Just Scrut iny'*
(p. 26.) as ci the Reverend Bom-
botnachides , au thor of the 5th
Conference with a Theist " " The
first char ge^" says Coward ,
u without ar gumen t or reason , to
excite an odium against me a-
raoiig many learned and judicious
persons, is dr awn from the place of
my education. That Bradwar din ,
Occam, Wickliffe, were the glories
of Merto n College, wfeich is now
blemished by the heter odoxy of
one son  ̂

(Plref, p. 70 who by a
terribl e dereliction of the divine
grac e has fallen into the most
dan gerous of erro rs, the denial of
tfce immort ality of our precious
souls. (P. 4-) Now into what a
terribl e dereliction ," he adds , " of
sense atfd reason is this gentleman
fallen, as to make Occa m, Wick -
liffe, &C ort hodox men , contr ar y
to all the historical account of
those times ? insomuch that J ohn.
a-Gaunt wks forced to be the pro-
tector of the latte r again*t the
spiritual fcword 6f the churc h for
his supposed heterodoxy , thou gh
true doctrines most and owned
afur vvaids, th ough I am so un.

happy as, in th ese our titna^ tt
have no such kind prot ector. an d
defender , for bei ng guilty of
truth. "

Soon after Coward' s advance,
ment in academic honours he had
an oppo rtunit y of contending for
classical reput ation . The Absa.
lorn and Ahi to phel was publi shed
in 1.681 , being al most content po.
rary w ith th e famoi>s decree at
Oxford , in favour of " passive obe,
dience and non-res istance. " Dry,
den 's poem, distinct from its lite.
rar y meri t , could not fail to be
admired for its pol itical tehden.
cies. Satires <m Monmouth and
Shaft esbur y, as Dr. Ki pp is has
remar ked , must Have been highly
acceptable to tli at loyal Univer .
sity . A latin vers ion of Absalom
and Ahito p hel beca me an object
of emulation for which Coward
contende d. He had a formidable
competito r in young Atterbur y,
afterw ards the celebrated pr elate,
who was assisted^by M r. Fran cii
Hickman , both students of Cim6t*
Church * Coward , w ho stood a.
lone , was repute d to have failed
in the unequal contest. His ver-
sion was deemed inferior to that
by Atterbur y, and , in Wood' s
quaint phrase , " he was schooled
for it in the University ." It ws,
howeve r , published by a fri end ,
and adverti zed as wri tten by "Wal-
ter Curie , of Hert ford , Gentle
man ."

Should any of your readers be
disposed to indul ge a tas te for such
litera ry compariso ns, they waj
jud ge for them selves by refer ring
to Dryden 's Life, not eH ^ '
ther editi on of Biog. Brit ta rw Tw
ten int roductor y lines of the origi-
nal poems are there accomp^
by both translations . -They¦ **
I thittk J justify 4ne in s^m

^14 Writers on Mate rialism.—Dr . CotDmrdv—Letter N.



that the wr iter of Dry den 's life,
t pious clergyman such as Mr .
J irqughto n wasy should have se-
lected without any censure , or
lather have quoted ca rekss ty, as
the first that offered , ten lines the
most exceptiona ble, in point pt
moral decorum , th ro ugh the whole
poem. They are , ind eed , nothi ng
less than a pro fane apology for , or
lather a panegy ri c upon the adul-
Je rous life of Cha rl es the Second .
Addiso n , in the Spectator , (No.
545) referri ng to Dry den 's * c Fal l
ef man, a drama formed on
''•Paradise Lost ," has pointed
out the very differe nt attention of
the two authors to avoid " all
thoughts offensive to reli gion and
good rnannef -s," a ju st censure of
Dryden , repeated by M r- Wal ter
Scott , in his late edition of that
poet, though he has not refe rred
to Addi son. I know not whet her
it has ever been conjecture d that
the in tr oductory lines of Absalom
und Ahitophel might be intended
for a sort of travesty of the Apos-
tro phe to " Wedded Love " (P.  L.
*• 750.) Such a pur pose would
fcave been uncensu red , if not ap-
plauded by the wi ts of Charles 's
«our t, whil e the " hal lowed Mil .
*°n," and *c . unha ppy Dryden"
Would have appeared in character;
one employing his mighty geni us
to elevat e, and the other fei gning
the vices he want ed , to pr epare
bis muse for d-egra ding st ill lower ,
the low moral taste of thei r con*
tempor arie s.—But I am wanderi ng
»r from the life of Coward .

In 1883 , he became Master of
^rte> and now, at the age of
twenty-seven, firs t determined on
the profession of Medicine. Pur -
lu*ag his studies in tha t line he

 ̂
the degree of JJatch elor of

*****€? i* I 6*5t ;aod af Dostox,

in 168r. He fi rst " prac tised
physic at Northam pt on, and after -
wards in 1694, in Lombard Street ,
London . 9 * In 1 695, appeared hi*
firs t publication , which , accord-
ing to Blackburne , obtained <c an
honoura ble approba tion f rom the
President and Censor s of the Col-
lege of Ph ysicians/ ' It was a
Tract enti tled De Fermento vola*
tilt nutritio conj ectura rat ionis,
qua ostenditur sp iritum volatilem
oleosuniy a sanguine suffu sum  ̂ essc
terum ac gtnuinum concoctioni$
ac nutri tionis instru ?nentum*

Such ar e the few particulars I
have been abl e to collect , and pro*»
babl y all th at can now be recovered
respectin g the circumstances of
Dr, Cowa rd' s life, previou s to his
becomin g know n as a metap hysical
and theo logical writer. Before I
introdu ce him under that charac-
ter 5 I hope it will not be deemed
an unwarrantable digression to
quote a few passages from his
•* Second Thou ghts,** in. which
he has stro ngly marked , and , I
thi nk , designed to record , his
opinions on some impor tan t ques-
tions respecting government and
political oeconomy.

Lord Orford , (R. and N*
Auth ors, ii. 69*) speaking of the
execution of Char les (which ac-
cord ing to your vol. ii. (p. 42.)
his descendant the late Duke
of Richmond ju stified) has these
remarks. " The putti ng to death
that soverei gn could by no me$u&§
be the guilty part of the ir opposi-
t ion. If a king deserves to be op-
posed by force of arms , he deserves
deat h ; if he reduce s his subjec ts
to that extrem ity , the blood wilt
in that quarre l lies on him . The
executing him afterward s is a
mere formality/' Thbse y tthv
agree with th is nobte^ w£fcp£ M&\
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I hope, be amused, rather than
offend ed, by the following decla-
mation, in which my author has
been solicitous to bear his testi«
mony against sectaries and airti-
royalists. The passage is intro-
duced as a sort of pa lmary argu-
ment, iC one single instance" /to
shew cC the fatal consequence of a
prejudice grounded on religion ."

4C Did not our grand rebellion
against king Charles the First , take
its rise from the pretence of con-
sciertce and religion ? When the
zeal of the fanaticksgrew so potent ,
that it devoured the house of the
Lord, instead of eating up him
that professed a reverence due to
his name3 and adoration to his
person. They th rew down our
altars and destroyed our churches,
at least by sacrilegious hands, so
despoiled them, that in the lan-
guage of the scripture, the houses
of God became an habitation of
owls and bitterns j  and too notori -
ously a den of thieves.

" Now all this was don6 under
the colour and pretext of religion,
which to this very day, we may
observe has been the real ground
and foundation : of most different
parties in Englahd , atad by many
justified too, although that pre-
tended purity of religion centered
ila the most unparalleled, barba-
rous murder of their lawful prince ,
by a prosperous villainy. This
instance I have fnen tioned, not
only to shew the sad effects a
jKetence of conscience, aji d a
wron£ zeal for religion bring on a
nation, but also to give the world
this intimation or remark , to show
how .strong the prejud ice of that
pfaitty,. (although it can be called
only a successf ul villainy ,' though
sdme styled it tTie cause of % tAe Lord
df hosts?) does e%ttt1 to this day

appear, insomuch that, MotwriL
standing the hei noushess of the
crime, and barbari ty thereof, tfc e
son , nay, grandson, (persons oft
wholly unconcerned in that fatal
tragedy, thorough seasoned with a
Puritani c education ,) abe ts the
villainy and jus tifies the mur der
with as great confidence and effron-
tery as another would the killi ng
of a wild beast. Nay, never \u\l
be conv inced that those who acted
m it were in the wrong . This ob-
serva tion is a confirmed tru th , and
I can testify 't is so by my own e_\.
petienee, and I doubt not but man y
others have observed it besides nw.
self. Which seems to me such a
monstrous riddle as admits of no
other solution than that of a strong
prejudice grounded en education.
Hence they conceive a per fect
odium against the church of
England and its members, because
by their pious doctrine and preach-
ing they remind them of that horrid
bar bari ty, forewarn them not to
tread in the steps thei r forefathers
went in 5 arid j oin in fasting and
repentance to make &n atotteniem
for the nationy for the murder that
day committed ty the power ot
these sons of Belial , and unrta-
sonablb men ,'' (Second Th oughts,
pp. 20—22.)

And now, lest Coward should
appear a royalist, singu l arly ro-
mantic, I cannot refrai n to add,
fro m a lawyer of the seventeenth
century, thi s tru ly delectable pas-
sage >—

« The Severn, Thames , - Trent ,
and Humber, four of th& greatest
rivers of the kingd-oniy with ¦ ¦ ftl'
thei r lesser running streams of tht
island in their continual tfoursefe,
and those huge -hd»p&> of water in
the ocean ind .girdle of it j i n t heir
*mW*s agitoatiodi « *M mur e* b«
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ible so scaur and wash away the
ttiitt and stain or it , [Charles s ex-
ecution] M^oiigh all1 the rains
tohicl} the clouds shal l eve r bring
forth and itiipart to this nation ,
and the tears of those that bewail
the loss of a kihg of so eiiinient
graces and perfection shal l be
added to it:" (Fabian PliiliW
Veritas Inconcussa in Zouch's
Walton 's Lives, 4to. P. 291.)

As Coward contemplated with
10 much horror the catastrophe
«f l648, he could not be expected
to look back upon the Revolution
with a friendly eye. He has, I
think , designed in the following
passage of the Second Thoug hts to
lecord j though indirectl y, his
disapprobation of the transaction ,
which led to that event. Speaking
t)f the different manner in which
the learned and the vul gar con-
sider " the obligations arising from
natural and moral sciences," he
thus proceeds :

u The vulgar are apt 10 believe
ill principles of natu re, without
*ny limitation or restriction ^ * es-
pecial ly such as are good self -inte-
nd principles, and very advanta-
geously serve & turn in a present
junc ture of affa irs. Sui tps iua
conservatio est p rimi&n pr incip ium
naturce, says the learned Grotius ,
the preservation of a man 's self is
the firs t princi ple of nature , and
one would think uncontroulabl y
true, and past all doubt or question.
But u pon examination , We find
there is no such mathematical de-
monstration as tp remove all doubts
*nd scru ples. For which we have
*he testimony of the learned Uni.
*ersi ty Of Oxford , that unless it be
^ceived with limitation , which isno m<>re than rightly circumstdntu
•fed , 

^ 
cannot .possibly be true.

Ateyi in their addres* to th» Ute

King Charles the Second , about
t he yean 1681 , ranked it amongst
t h ose com fnonwealth princ i ples
w hich have been th'6 ru in o(
Mo narch y, and condemned it jts
hi ghly pernicious. Thoug h I must
confess5 our wise nation y of lau*
years, have thoug ht no princi ple
of divinity half so convincing as
this , or swallowed down the belief
of a Doity, with less scruple and
difficulty ^ t han that of self-preser-
vat ion , not thinkin g it necessary
to examine the limitations of such
an advantageous principle. ' 14.
(p. 39.)

Coward , however , docs not ap*.
pear to inculcate u plassive obei:
diencef> or—
«c The right divine of kings to gcrvcni

wrong ;"
but on that principle of eiidiiranc*
adopted by the Society of Friends,
and for which he supposes 4C wt
have the greatest and best au«
thority —our Saviour,3'^ quoting
Mat. xvi. 26. as to his purpose.
Yet having no fondness for the red
volution-govertiment he regarded
its conduct with a censor's rathet
than a " lover's eye.'

y He thus en*
larges on the act for imposing a
duty on stamp-paper, which passed
in 1693, and was then considered
as a grievous oppression.

ct It being my fortune not long
ago to happen into promiscuous
company, I found a courtier highly
commending the invention of th©
St—p Act as admirably good for
the support of the nation , the ad-
vantage of the crown, and an easy
tax for the subject to pay, drai ning
his pockets, by gentle and little
disbursements, and insensibly at
fecting his estate, if it be his mis*
fortune, to be in law. Now this
opinion I conceive he stiffly main-
tained from the -p rinciple! of
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courUed ucation , which excites
the courti e r zealously to admire ,
appro ve, and commend all ways
and means that are found out to
contribut e to the grandeu r- and
support the magnificence of a
court , as u ndo ubte dl y money doth
always* For the more plent ifull y
a princ e is supp lied by his subjects ,
the better able will he be to re-
wa rd his servants , and gratif y his
favourite s, wh ich every cou rtie r
•trenu ously ai ms at , and in time
expects , at least hopes, to be.
Whil st the couut ry -politician ,
thoug h he thi nks it absolutel y
fiecessar y .for the advanta ge, sup-
port and honour of a, prince , that
the heart s and purses of the sub-
jects should be freely open, yet
can not appro ve of that way to do
ify by that ingenious invention the
court ier so much admires , tut
ra th er esteems it a great grievance ,
*ud a bur den almost insupportabl e
to those who aye forced to , prose-
§ute or defend their right f by  law*
The lew it self, as; it is now man-
aged, iind become a trade of craft
in for m, being a sufficien t burden
withvut the addition al dut y of
Si,—$ r^per , because  ̂ it is an
affliction to them , Wh'o ar e all al-
read y grieved ; for althou gh a
man cann ot ofttimes obtai n or de-
fend his right , with out the assist-
ance of law, yet the rtietho ds of
obta ining j ustice, in Englan d  ̂ (to
our shame be it spoken) are be-
came so very inju rious , chargeable,
and opp ressive, by rea son bf the
il^iny processe s, th ro ugh so many
offices , that t he good honest sub-
ject is become "a mere Issath ar^an ass crouching under his bur -
dew, as it were , lade n with wool,
aofi forced to pass chr ongh deep
waters , to add more weight to his
afllictioti. For j althou gh jn$ti ce

in the courts runs down like «mighty streamy yet too tr ue is the
similitude , by reason of the numer-
ous delays and charges, besides
the bigotr y, * sometime s , of a pre.
judiced jud ge, it ver y often over-
w helms the subject , who m at fir st
it was desi gned to refre sh." (Id

Dr. Ki pp is, who appea rs never
to have seen the " Second

I t\ #  ̂l i r ^ *-»f ro  * ^-» *"» »-* r\ I 11 r\ r » •:» t*»/\ «-w» «-» .̂Thoughts , ' r concludes , from a po.
litical essay attached to a dida ctic
poem, published by Coward in
1709 , th at the autho r >' was a
very zealous whi g-*' I think , uppi
his ow n au th orities , just quoted ,
he was in 1702, a genuine high
church son of Oxford , a tory, if
not a jacobite . Nor did he ex-
pr ess himsel f differ entl y in 1704,
when he published the second
edition of " Second Thoughts/'
which , by the favour of a friend
f have had an opportu nity of ex-
amj ning. The free sentiments in
the last passa ge quoted from Cow-
ard , mi ght seem unsuitable from
a royalist. It has , h oweve r , beei
found that such politicians , espe-
cial ly when unprejudiced by cour t
favour , hav e expressed senti ments
on the pract ice of governm ent,
wo rth y of the 'mostpo pular theo ry.
The writings of Swift and Boling-
broke , who were disaffected tones,
conta in , I apprehend , more manly
censures of kings and cour ts , thai
those of the loyal whigs, SteeU
and Addis on.

I have quoted Dr. Coward &
lar gely, considering it as not besidi
my pur pose to shew, in his own
wor ds, the vast differenc e on soffl*
great political questions between
our author and those who in later
times hav e ably advocated hJ I

favourite theologicai sentiment.
Two wri ters will moi ' &tif f >



found , more eealous for one opin-
ion, or whose early associations
and general habi ts of thinking were
more contrasted than Dr. Priestley
and the author of the *« Second
Thoughts. "O f  the plan and exe-
cution of that work, I shall take
an early opportunity to send you
lome account. N. L« T.

Homerton Articles of Faith .
Sir , F eb. JL 1811-

You have frequentl y admi tted
into your Rep©si tory stricture s
upon the subscription to articles
©f feith required of the candidates
for the ministry in the Church of
England ; but your correspondents
do not seem to be aware5 or are
reluctant to acknowledge- that the
same practice prevails amongst
some Dissenters. A friend has
just put into my hands, a para,
phlet entitled "A Declaration as
to some controverted points of Qoc-
trine/' printed " London 1805/>
which he tells me, contains the
creed to which the young men are
constrained to declare thei r assent
and consent on entering the Inde-
pen dent Academy ? Howerton ^ and
to wh ich artso all the subscri bers
(of money) to that institution are
obliged, by thei r signature or spjn e
other means, to express thei r fidtuv
fence. My informer, on who$e
cprrectness I pan rely, add s
t^t this creed was drawn up by &
company of the London Indepen -dent ministers, who, from the
tavern where they hold their
^etings, ̂ re denominated " Tb?
King's Head Society ." You will
P^hfcps agree with me in 

thinking
tM thet Ci Declaration" is no very
^peotable speci men of creed*^kiflg ; b#t we must unite in
J fiPtyuding the moderat iou of its
**̂  ̂^q contente d themselves

with Ten A rticles of Fai th , when
they had so good a precedent for ex-
tending their Tyranny to nearly four
times the number. CLERICUS.
"Advertisement.—Some ministers

and gentlemen , being sensible of
the great opposi tion which has
been made of lat e, to the Christian
Religion , agreed to use their ut-
most endeavours, to support the
ancient and true protestant doc-
tri nes ; and as there are some points
which are not controverted at
present, they j udged it proper to
give a wry brief summary of those
doctrinal truths, which are now
attacked with the greatest vehe-;
mence, and which they had a
special regard to in the following
Articles.

"A Declaration, &c—L Thf
li ght of natu re affo rd s men so much
knowl edge, 'as to the beirtg and
perfections of God , that they art
without excuse, when they glorify
Him not as God ; but it is not
sufficient to give a saving know-
ledge of the Most High ; therefor*
God was pleased to give a cle&r
and full manifestation of his mind
and will , in the scriptures of th«
Old and New Testament : which
are the oply ' and the perfect rul«
of fa i th  and practice ; and no
doctrines are to dq regarded which
are not there ex p ressed , or ded uced
from thence, by necessary conse-
quence. In the scri ptures nothing
is revealed contra ry to right rea-
son ; but many mysteries &te there
revealed, which transcend/nnite
reason ; and they are to be 're-
ceived on the authority of th«
revealcr, withou t enqu i ring into
the mode of them .

"TL The light of nature iriform*
Us, that there is 4>ut one God,
ari4 t bat he is cloathed with nil
possible jperfectipusj  and that bt-
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Rides the one God, there can be
no other. This doctrine of the
uni ty  of God is abundantly con.
fi rmed in the scripture ; but there
it is revealed , that in the unity
of the Godhead , there are three
persons > t he Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spiri t, who are the same
in natu re, and all divine perfec-
tio ns; so that these three are the
pne supreme God , die one object
of our faith and worshi p

'* III. God, fro m etern ity, un-
changeabl y ordained whatsoever
comes to pass, yet so, as that he
is not the author of sin , nor is
violence offered to the will of the
Creature ; though he unchangeabl y
knows whatsoever "w ill come to
pass, yet he has not dec peed any
thing, because he foresaw it would
come to pass, on certain conditi-
ons. By his decree some of
mankind are predestinated to ever*
lasting life. These, God, accords
ing tf t the good pleasure of his
will , has chosen in Christ , out of
his mere sovereignty5 wit hout any
fo resight of faith or good works,
as caus r&, or conditions , moving
him thereto. Such whom he
chose in Christ , he chose that they
might , in time, be holy and
blameless beiore him ; the rest of
mankind , he, in his sovereign
pleasure , has left to feel the con-
sequences of their transgressions.

" IV* God created our fi rst pa-
rents in hopour and innocence,
and entered into a covenant of
works with Adam, and all his
posteri ty ; but he broke this cove-
nan t by sinni ng against God . By
this apostacy, he% and we in him ,
fell from original righteousness,
lost communion with Qod ^ and so
became dead in sin. The guilt
pf j £da?n'6 firs t shi is iinputed to
.his posterity, and a corrupt nature

is derived to the m, where by they
are averse to al l good, and prone
to all evil.
" V. Gad the father was pleased ,

before the foundation of the world
to en ter into a covenant with
Christ the second Adam, and wit h
all the elect , in him as his sp ir itual
seed ; in wh ich agreement Christ
undertook to do the work of a
surety, in ful filling the law, and
suffe ring death , that he might
bring his sons and dau ghters ~ tt
glory.. In this covenant , the
most am ple provision is made for
tbe chosen people; so that all the
blessings, pertaining to salvation.
are bestowed freel y, and do not
depend on any conditions, to be
performed by the creatu re. In
th is God the Father shewed the
greatness of his wisdom', in con-
triving a way, wherein, securing
the rights of fiis jus tice, by punish-
ing sin. in the person of the surety.
he mi ght yet shew forth the ricbei
of his grace, in saving sinners.

"¦VI. When the fulneks of time
was come, God the Sou, the
surety for his people, and the
Mediator between God and them ,
took upon him the human nature,
consisting of a thie body and a
reasonable soul, riot a superan -
gelick spiri t ;  which human na-
ture he took into union with his
divine person : so that Christ ii
truly God , and truly iliaii, in one
person ; he 'bei ng madfe of a woman
was made under the law? and
perfectly ful filled it , ; by7 obeying
its precepts, arid suffering the
ptjjush meri t due to Us ; he endure d
grievous torteefrts 'in his soul , a*
well as ps iin in his body, and
offeri ng himself iip,i in his hum&t
nauife, which had &ft uinfin it e va-
lue put upon it, aiding from the
"tttiiotfbf that nature with hi* diviw

2f# Home rton Article s of Fa ith *



person, he yielded to the justice
of God , a full and proper satisfac-
tion for the sins of his people ; by
which he delivers from condemna-
tion , and gives a r i ght to all spi-
ritual blessings, and to t he glory
of heaven ; the saving benefi ts of
of his death are ex tended no far-
ther than to the elec t , for w hom
he undertook:, and in w hose place
he died : for as all are saved, for
whom Christ died, otherwise he
mast be supposed to have died in
vain ; and as all men are not actu-
ally saved, it follows, that he did
not die for all men, or merely to put
into a salvabl e st^te, all who wil l
attempt to work out their own
salvation , by improving upon the
common helps which are afforded
them.

u VII. All that are saved, are
justified by the righteousness of
Christ , imputed to them. God
pardons their sins, and accepts
them as righteous, not on the ac-
count of any thing in them, or
done by them, but for Christ 's sake
alone ; not by imputing faith itself,
the act of believing, or sincere
obedience, as thei r righ teousness ;
but by imp u ti ng Christ's active
and passive obedience, as their sole
justi fying lighteousiiess. Thou gh
they receive Christ and rest on him
and his, merits, by faith 5 yet that
faith is riot fro m themselves, but
is the Holy Spirit' s work; and
though by- that we receive the
righteousness* of Christ , yet . it
is not the condition for the sake of
^hich sinners are justified.

f<VHL By the fal l men have ' lost
aj l ability of will  for what is good ,
and ca nn ot by tht ir own strength ,
convert - themselves; or prepare
*hemselVes for conversi on ; w hen
they are effec tually called, it is by
£ta irresisti ble poorer and efficacy

of the Holy Spirit , in which- they
are altogether passive, and are
quickened and enabled by h irn ^ to
answer the call , to repent of the ir
sins, to abound in good works ,
and to make a progress in holines s,
whichf* though it is not the cause ,
or con dition of salvation , yet it is
a necessary- part of it , and must be
found in ail who hope to see thts
Lord wit h comfort. -

c* IX. They who are sanctified ,
though they frequentl y sin , and so
provoke God , as an offended Fa-
ther to chastise them , yet being
k ejpt by the power of the Holy Spi-
rit , they will be recovered from
thei r backslidings, and shall neither
total ly, nor finall y fall from grace,
but shall certainl y persevere to
the end.

"X. Afte r death the souls of
believers shall be perfectly holy?
and shall immedia tely pass into
glory , and shal l not sleep with
their bod ies, which are to *be com-
mitted to the grav e, 'till the last
day ; at which ti me, the same
bodies shal l be raised from the dust
of death in glory and honour, and
shall be re-united to thei r souls,
that in soul and body the saints
may be for ever present with the
LorH, and may keep up uhinter*
rupted fellowship with the Father,
Son5 and Hol y Spirit , in the happy
regions of rest and peace.

u To the Father, to t he Son , and
to the Holy Spirit, three divine
persons, and the one supreme God,
be all honour and glory ascribed,
now, henceforth , and for evermore.
Amen *"

Society f or- Widows and * Orphans
oj  Unitarian Ministers . ,

Patern oster Row; f r iar. %%, 1811.
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ter 's lette r in your last , (p. 79.)
is very well. When- 1 have hear d
and seen col lections mad e annu -
all y in the London Congregations of
dissen ters for the different funds , I
have ofte n thoug ht that Unita rians
were sufficientl y numerous , re.
spectabl e and not less willing than
other sects to promote the happi-
ness and comfort of thei r minis*
te rs and their families .

In the chur ch of Scotlaud the
ministers are compelled , by an
act of pa rliamen t 5 to pay annual ly
ia the following proport ions for
the benefi t of their widows :

%\. I as. 6d« For an -Annuity of iol.
% 18 9 ditto x $
5 s ° ditto ao
6 II $ ditto %$
They have an option of either

#f the above sums. Unitarian
ministers might adopt the plan in
smaller sums , and it of course
would be volunta ry * The claims
of subscribers * widows to have a
preferen ce.

By the above communication
I may be accused of wishing to
multiply divisions amon gst non-
conformis ts, but this 1 quite dis-
avow. To love all men is the
Christian precept , but especially
those of the househol d of fai th .

A NON . CO3ST . OF TtfE OLD
SCHOOL.

542 On Dt.athy as tht punish ment of Adam's Sin.

On Death, considered as the P un -
ishment of Adam's Sin .
Sir ,

The majority of Christians re*
<g&rd death as a punishment in-
flicted on all mankind for the sin
of the firs t man. Thinkin g this
ti&t ion erroneous , that it fixes a
* tai n on the justice of God , and
places the present condition of
man in a false light , 1 beg leave ,
•kroi4gh tlu* medium of you r va-

luable Reposi tory, to communi.
cate my thoug hts to the pub lic oi
the subject .

The light of natu re does not
suggest, nor can reason ever jus-
tify, the idea , that mankin d arc
bor n in the state of crimi nal s,
condemned to die for the sin of
thei r firs t prog enitor ; nor can I
find such an opinion sanctione d
by divine reve lation. The anci.
ent pr ophets . threatened men
with death as the punish ment of
thei r own crimes ; but never inti .
mated tha t death was .a punish ,
ment inflicted on all meii for the
sin of Adam ; nor that it was a
punishmen t , in any case, but
when inflicted (or personal offen-
ces. One oftbe^ (Ezek. ch. 18)
re presents J ehovah as reprovi ng
the house of Israe l for using the
prove rb , " The fathers have eaten
sour grapes * and the children 's
teet h are set on edge;" by which
they meant th at the childre n were
punished wit h death for the crimes
of the i r fath ers. The pr ophet
add s, u As I live, sai th the Lord
God , ye shal l not have occasion
any more to use this proverb in
Israel . Behold, all souls are
mine ; as the soul of the father ,
so also the soul of the son is mine :
the sou l that sinneth , it shal l die.
The son shall not bear the ini quity
of the father /* &c. Souls , in
fchis passage, a$ well as many
othe rs in scri pture , evidentl y mean
persons ; and the obvious sense j s,
that Jeho vah hath said, yea,
sworn by himself , that one man
shal l not be punis hed With death
for the crimes -of . anothe r ; but if
the notion were well founded , that
death , as «a pun ishment, is in*
flicted on all Adam's posteri ty for
his sin, .there would etill be occ**
Mi *m to wmXke prohibite d pr pv«r l>;



0n Death , as the p unishmen t of Adam's Sin * % t̂%

hut shall such a notion be main -
ta ined in dir ect oppositi on to the
positive declarati on and solemn
*ath of J ehovah ?

The Mosa ic accou nt of the fal l
contai ns no intima tion that all the
descendant s of the first man would
be punished with death on account
of iis trans gression : it does not
necessari ly imp ly that even Adam
becam e mortal and liable to death
in consequence of his sihnin g ; only
that his mortalit y was then full y
made known ; and th e cert aint y
of his dying declared . This is all
that the account necessaril y im-
port s ; it contains not one word
about either the physical or mo-
ral condit ion of his poster ity,
much less that cap ital piinishnien t
was then pronoun ced on them all ;
•nly it must be inferred that they
would be similar in nature to
their parents , The earthl y parti-
cles of which man was composed,
must , from the fi rst, have been
capabl e of separation , and his
frame of consequent dissolution ;
the br eat h of life which animate d
him of becomin g exti nct ; nor
could any thin g but divin e power ,
hy whatever mean s it might ope-
ra te, have prevented the decay
and dissolution of a bein g so con-
stituted . Whether the divine
power would have so operated ,
ind by what means , had not man
sinned , we are not informed . We
have no intimation of any change
taki ng plq.ce in man 's physical na-
ture when the sentence of death
was passed upon him ; but had he
been before immort al , a grea t
change must have taken plaice,
tad it could 'hardl y have been left
unnoticed by the wri ter. The
threatening of death , in case he
took of the forbidden fru it, im-
plied that ke was then capable of

dying. If it cannot be proved
that human nature firs t becam e
mortal afte r Adam had sinned ,
and I believe it cannot , it must be
impossible to pro ve th at the mor -
talit y and death of all his posterit y
is the punish men t of his sin.

If . it be admitted that human
nature firs t became mortal afte r
Adam tran sgressed , and that in
consequence of his offence mortal -
ity and death ' are enta i led on his
posterit y , it will not follow tha t
death is entailed upon them eithe r
as a curse or punishment ; it may,
even in that case be allotte d to
them , throug h hi s instrumentali ty ,
as a blessing, as wise, benevolent ,
and necessar y to be inter posed be-
tween thei r present and futu re ex-
istence. There is a clear d istinc-
tion between mere sufferin g and
punishment ; the former may, for
wise pur poses, be the lot of the
innocent , without involving the
least idea of culpabil ity, but the
lat ter belongs only to the guilty ;
and sufferi ng rs punish ment only
when associated with guilt. To
inflict death as a punish ment on
the innocent , for the crim e of t*
person whom they never knew ,
would be a gross violation of ju s-
tice : such a violati on of jus tice
does the notio n I am opposing
impute to the holy aud ri ghteous
Lord God*

Human nature is what God
hath mad e i t :  it is at presen t
mortal : he hath seen it wisest and
bes t that it should be so: nor
ought we to be dissatisfied wi th
our conditi on  ̂ nor to regard man*»
kind as criminals condemned to
the punishmen t of death ; but to
consider mortali ty as an Essential
par t of that Uirtiolesoitie disci pline
under ' Which our heavenly 'Ffetli e'jr
hath placed as, to t rain up and



prepare uv ior a more glorious
state of existence. God hath ap-
poi n ted to men once to die,
not in re sentment ami wrath , but
in wisdom and goodness, because
t his appointment is better calcu-
l ated , than a total exemption from
mortality, ^o promote our moral
and intellectual improvement , and
the progressive good of society.
This cannot be doubted , if it be
admitted that God always does
what is wisest and best , that he
lias constituted man so as best to
lit him to act his part , an d receive
i mprovementj in the present scene
of things , and t hat , constitute d as
man is , death is unavoidable :
and who can hel p admitting these
things ?

In the New Testament , death is
not spoken of as a punishment in-
flicted on all mankind for Adam's
transgression. Neither Jesus,
nor any of his apostles, but Paul ,
nor any of the writers of the New
Testament, excepting him , have
taken the least notice of Adam's
sin and its effec ts. Pau l mentions
it merely i ncidental ly, to illus-
trate another subject, without
pretending to place it in any new
light , or give it any new construc-
tion : consequentl y his word s
ought not to be made the founda-
tion of a new doctrine, unheard of
before, nor be supposed to impart
any thing more than can be ful ly
gathered fro m other parts of scri p-
ture to which ]ie alludes, and on
which his reasoning is founded ^unless he merely introduced . a
popular notion, without making
himself accountable for its cor-
rectness, in order to illustrate by
the contrast an import ant doctrine.
All that can be justly concluded
on this point from his reasoning,
in Rom. y. is, tha t the annunci -

ation of . death fol lowed upon ihi
fi rst commission of sin , (v . 12.) for
Adam was not the firs t man that
actual ly d ied , and ihat morta lity
has passed fro m him to all his pos.
ter ity : that what the sentence
passed on him expressed , attac hes
to all his descendants, tRou gh noi
laid on them as a punish ment ,
which it was in Ms~ case, be in< *j&
associated w ith gu i l t ,  (v 15—18.)
From Paul's words, 1 Cor. 15,
21, 22, no more than this can ht
concluded ,.that death passed from
Adam to his posteri ty, and that
all die in-consequence of th ei r con-
nection with him , a mortal pro -
genitor : even as the resurrectiou
which commenced in Christ will
extend to all mankind , from whom
life will pass to all who die in
connection with Adam *

It is p resumed the view I have
given of this subject , is more con.
sistent with the character and per.
fections of God , especi ally his jus -
tice , and better calculated to re-
concile us to the right eous ap-
pointment of .dea th, and to cheer
us ii the prospect of it , than the
more popular notion : as such I
wish to submit it to the considera-
tj on of your readers, and re
mai n,

Yours, &c.
R. Me. I NTYRE

Regium Donum.
Sir , Feb. 24, lSU.

I have fou nd at the end of «
pamphlet entitled <c Genuine Pro.
testan tisin ,'' &c, by John Fel l,
1773, the following advertise-
ment :

" Soon will be published ,—
Acharis Golden Wedg e; or Royal
Bounty Inf luence  ̂ traced and dis-
played from March , 1723, to the
present Time : with season able Ai~

254 ' Reg ium JDonutrt .



bice to Lord North  ̂ and the body
tfProtestant Dissenting Ministers."

I shal l thank any one of your
correspondents to say whether a
piece, with the above titley was
actually published , and if in his
possession to give some account
of it. I apprehend that the Royal
Bounty designs the Reginm Donum,
or royal gift. Of this I see a short
accoun t, u nder that title, in the
"Protestan t Dissenter's Almanac/*
for this year, p. 47. It is there
sakt that Ci the sum amounts at
present to 2000/. per annum , and
is now at the disposal of the Rev;
Dr. Rees, who is assis ted in this
labour" by seven ministers from
ike diffe rent denominations .

Mr. Fell, dates his u Genuine
Protestantism." from 4C Thaxted,
in Essex,"' He was, I believe,
the same who opposed Mr. Farmer
on the Demoniacs, and during
the latter years of his life * became
tutor to the Caivinistic Academy
at Horaerton . This author car-
ried his notions of rel igious liberty
very far . He argued against the
interference of the magistrate , even
though requiring only a declara-
tion that a dissenting minister was
"a. Christian and a protestant ;" and
that he received < 6 the revelation
of the will of God , contained in
the scriptures." On this ground
•f refusing any declaration , as it
sanctioned the Magist rate's inter-
ference, he somewhat sharp ly
opposed the late Drs. Stennett and
Kippis9 atid that respectable di-
*ine, to whom your readers are
touch ihHetited, the Rev. Mr.
*ow Dr. TmihMn , QUERO.

: i > l  "March 23, 1811.
P. S;-*kI liave j  ust observed, in

yesterday's proceedings of the
House of Commons^ a grant to
*he crown of 9280/. in which sum

I apprehend the Reg iurn Donvm is
included. It occurs in the Com-
rnitte of Supp ly, under the head
of M iscellaneous Estimates. The
design of the vote is variously ex-
pressed by the repor ters , as if they
were engaged to preserve this roy al,
or rather parliamentary , benevo-
lence, an impenetrable mystery. I
cop ied the following fro m the
papers mentioned. Ci For the
dissenti ng clergymen in England ^Scotland and I reland , for the
year* 1811."—Chronic le. " For
the support of dissenting minis-,
ters."— Times. u For dissenting
ministers and French refu gee minis*
ters."—P ost* " For the relief
of dissenting clergy men in Ireland
and Scotland. ''— Herald. " For
protestant dissenting ministers m
England and Ireland."— Press *u For the French refu gees.'3—-
Ledger. There must be among
the correspondents of the M.
Repos. some who coul d state
more accura tely the obj ects of
this annual bounty.

Mrs. /f. More, Dr. Pries t ley and
Mr. Gibbon.

Ap ril 5, 1811.
Mrs, H. More, in her recent

publication , ent itled Cf t  Practi cal
Piety/' &c* observes that u the
author of The Decline and Fa ll
of the Roman Emp ire ^ with an in-
consistency not uncommon to un-
belief , treats the stout orthodoxy
of the vehement Athanay ius with
more respect than he shews to
4 the scanty creed9 of a contem-
porary philosop her and theoio-
gian , whose cold and comfortless
doctr ines were much less removed
from his own."

Now , the fact for which th is

* Vol. ii. 74» 75. f t s t  cd.^

Mrs. H annah More , Dr. Priestley and Mr. Gibbon. 2S5

?ol. vi, 2 *



w riter is so perp lexed to account ,
may easil y be exp lained .by those
who look back on Mr. Gibbon 's
character and life : nor is there
any necessity far regarding it as a
mark of u inconsistency not un-
common to unbelief."

1st* Mr. Gibbon 's censure of
Dr. Priestley is contained , pr inci-
pall y, in t*o notes* in that part
of the Histo ry of The Decl ine^&c. which was pub lished in 1J &8.

2d. In the yt ar 1782, M r .  G.
had been invited by Dr. P. to
discuss the subj ect of the evidences
of revelation. The invitation was
declined : and the correspondence
relating to it ? has been give n to
the world+.

3d. This correspondence suffL
ciently indicates Mr. G's. irritation
and rancour towards Dr. P ; while
it as clearl y expresses the simp li-
city and ingenuousness of the
temper of the historian of The Cor-
rup tions, Sf C .

4th. Mr. G. althoug h an un-
believer > was an avowed friend ,
nevertheless^ of church and state :
nor was he by any means an enemy
to the frantic politics of the ad-
miitistrat ion of that day . He was
desirous , moreover, of ranking
amoiic? men of fashion : and there
is a passage in his " Miscellaneous
Works/' &c. which affords addi-
tional proof that he was read y
enough to join the great and
little vulgar in proscribing Di\
P. as a seditious author ;}..

5th. It is plain from several
notes in cc The Decline/' &c.
that  Mr. Gibbo n's views of moral
pur i ty  and decoruin^ were essenti-
ally d ifferent fro m Dr. Priestley's,

? Ed. 8vo. vol. viii. 263. x. 193. chap
xlvii. not e 4. liv. note 4% ,

$ A ppen dix to Dr. Prie stley's Dis<jour
on £v d. of Rev / No. iv f

J Vol. i. 154.

who, living with constan t re fer-
ence to the Christian hope of inu
mortality, had also a higher sense
of the obligations of sincerity.

6th. Fro m a com parison there-
fore o/daU s and circumstances , I
conclude that the pe rsonal offenct
taken by Mr.  G. at the animadver-
sions vf Dr. P. up on his fam ous
xv th chap ter , was the sour ce of
his hostility to that eminent man •
against whom it does not appea r
that  he had prev iously expressed
himself with bitterness. v

M rs. II. More was sure ly iana-
ran t of the abGve facts, or inatten-
t ive  to them ; and had she arL
verted , for a moment, to the in.
fluence of Dr. P's reli gious senti.
ments upon his own life- and to
the support and consola ti on which ,
in common with many excellent
men , of early and la ter tim es, he
derived fro m them in death , she
would not , I presume, have pro-
nounced those sentimen ts u cold
and comfortless," even though they
were not fra med in the schools oi
im agined and modern orthodoxy !

i _ _ XI

226 % u Adoration "* not oJxiat/ s  Divine Worship .

•—•—-¦ j. -*.  .

'c Adoration" not a lways Divin$
Worship *

Sir, Feb. 25, 1811.
In The Commonwealth of Eng-

g land, by Sir Thomas Smith , is
a passage which I send you as ca.
pabte of a very useful theological
app lication. That ju stly celebra-
ted scholar and politician, who
filled with reputatiou the very dis-
t inct offices of Greek Professor
and Secreta ry of State, finished
the work I have nientiorn <1, ac-
cording to Stryp*9 in 1565. He
was tiien in Francti on a special
embassy from Queen Elizabeth , to
invest Charles the Ninth with the
order of the garter. This author
at the close of b. i. ch. 4. entitled,
"' Of the Monarctu King <*r



Queen of England/7 has the fol-
lowing passage :•—

*< No man speaketh to the
pri nce, nor serveth at the table
hut in adoration and kneeling . A II
persons of the realm be bare-head-
ed before h im.  Insomuch ~ t hat
in the chamber of presence, where
the cloth of estate is set , no man
dare walk , yea, thoug h the p rince
be not there , no man dare tarry
there but ba re-headed ."

I will not stay to enqub e
whether "any people ^ even t'or ^ the
usefu l purposes of '  government
have a right to place a frai l fellow*
creatu re in circumstances so un-
favourabl e to his moral and inte l *
lectual culture. l am sure no re*
fleeting mind can envy such a
condit ion of ostentatious solitude
and self-sufficiency, as my author
has descri bed. The passage was,
however , quote d by me for another
purpose. It serves to slre w the
reader of the scri ptures in the com-
mon version what.. I fea r, his
more learned guides are not alway s
eager to, teach him. No anii-
trinitarian can have argued much
with such Christians without being
tri ump hantl y opposed , at eve ry
turn , with passage3 of scri pture
describing homage and worshi p
paid to Jesus Christ , which the y
'all blasphemous-if ascribed to a
creatu re, even the most exal ted .
Yet Sir Thomas Smith who , in
conjunction wi th  his friend Sir
John Choke, u taug ht ail Cam-
bridge'Greek ,'* was certainl y one
°f the most learned philologists of
"is tun e, and his language must
h ave formed a standard of propri -
ety m the age of king James's
translators. Now , if this author
could emp loy the ph raseology I
have quoted , to describe merely
the reverence paid to exal ted civi l
rank and office in the case of a

Mr. Carpenter 9s Valedictory Ep istle. 227
king, one wham the Christian ,
thoug h not uncou rtl y, poet de-
scribes us a ivorm raised above his
meaner f ellow-worms, sure l y th e
learned translat ors of the coin -
moVi version , had they bee n
as fpee fro m , as we know they
we re possessed by, tr ini tar ian pre-
j udices, mi ght yet have used the
expressi ons so undu ej y app reciated
by thei r readers , concerning him
whom th ey describe , according to
t he apostle Peter , as a man ap -
p roved of God , by -wonders and
signs which God did b y hirnm

PH1LO LOGUS,

Mr. Carp en ter 's Valedictory
Ep istle.

Sir,
As I am now biddin g fa rewell

to controve rsy, I wish to insert in
your imp artial  Repository , a few
remarks and observations of a va-
ledictory nat u re. The diversity
of sentiments which prevails among
Christians gi ves me very little con-
cern , as I know tha i  it must be the
result of free enquiry . And I am
of op inion that even storms and
tempests are loss injur ious than a
dead cal m and stagnation. Yet I
am not fond of storms and wish
onl y tor a gentle breeze. A posi-
t ive and unchrist ian sp iri t, whether
found in Trinita rians or Unitarians ,
excite s my griff and sometimes my
indi gnation. When I call to mind
the strong expressions which my
friend Belsham has made use of,
in his letters to me and in con ve r-
sation with me, in defence of the
pre-existence and atonement of
Christ , I. am rather su rprized at
the supercilious manner in which
he t reaty those who still maintain
these doctrines . I do not blame
him for changing h is sentiments,
but  for his wan t of candour to-
wards those who do not change



theirs. Mr. Pitt had certainly a
right to al ter his op inion respecting
parliamentary reform. He might
think, and ttiere might be reasons
for his thinking, that the measu re
which was wise at one ti me would
he imprudent at another. I never
therefore could see the fo rce of
those charges of inconsistency and
apostacy which were brought
against him. But I blame him
for th inking ill and speaking ill and
acting ill respecting those who had
once been his coadjutors , and who
did not see reason to change their
opinions and conduct* App hcat
cui app liedur.

Those who maintain the pre-
existed glory and atonement of
Christ need not, I think , indul ge
any anxiety respecting thei r cause.
as long as the gospel of St. John is
allowed to be genuine and the
Epistles of St. Paul are retained in
the canon of scripture . Whilst we
find such passages as these, "I came
forth from the Father and came
into the world , and again I leave
the world and go to the Father ; "
and the expression of Paul , u Who
being in the form of God &c. }* I
ex press my own hrm conviction ,
that neither the surg ical knife in
lopp ing off some passages, nor the
inquisitorial rack in torturing
others will  be of much avail.

If these doctrines appeared to
me so inconsistent with reason
and the general tenom;of scri pture
as they do to some of my brethren ,
I would certainly adopt a diffe rent
method of getting rid of them . I
would allow t lu t t t hey  were thesen-
t iments of the apostles, but that they
were not insp ired on these subjects ,
and that it did not constitut e a part
of their commission to pub lish such
doc trines 1 do acknowledge that
there would be some diff iculty in
taking this "round ; as it nu^ hfc

Account of a Colony of Karait e
Jews.

From. Dr. Clarke's Travels, p-*476—48$,
'u The morning after our arrival

(at Baktcheserai , the Capital of the
Crimea,) Colonel Richard Dunant ,
a native of Smyrna , and an officer
in the Russian service, residing in
Baktcheserai ^ accompanied us on
horseback to climb the steep defile
which leads from the city to the
Jewish colony of Dschouf ontkal^
situated on a mountain , and dis-
tant about five versts. These Jews
are . of the sect called Ka rai ; they
inhabit an ancient fortress origin.
ally constructed by the Genoese
upon a very lofty preci pice.

u We now came to the lower
verge of some steep cliffs^ and be
held on 11 the summit the walls of
Dsc houfoutkale. In a recess upoi
our ri ght hand appeared the ceme.
te ry, or " f ield of dead^ 9 belong-
ing to the Karaite Jews. Nothing
could be imag ined more calculated
to insp ire holy meditat i on.  It
was a beautifu l grove, filling *
chasm of the mountai ns, rendered
dark by the shad e of loft y trees and
overhanging rocks. A winding
path conducted through this so-
lemn scene. Several tombs of
white  marble presented a fine con-
trast to t he deep green of the foli-
age, and some female fi gures in
whi t e  veils were offering pious la-
mentations over the graves. A*
evening or a morning visit to tn«
sepulchres of their departed friend*
is7 perhaps the onl y airing )R

¦H

US Account of a Colony of Kar aite Jews.
weaken the testimony of the apostles
in other respects ; but this difficulty
appears to me less then that which
the modern unitanans have now
to overcome. Hie cestus artern quc
rep ono. Yours &c.

B. CARPENTER.



which the Jewish women indul ge
themselves, as they seldom leave
their houses ; and in this respect
their customs are similar to th ose
of Tar tars and Turks* If the
belief these nations entertai n, t hat
the souls of the dead hover about
their earthly tabernacles and hold
communion with the living, could
be ad mitted by the followers of
Christ , it would not be possible to
(j ixect the human mind to any
exercise more consolatory, or more
sublimely affecting. I never saw
Mahometans or Jews so circum-
stanced , Without feeling something
very like a wisli to share at least
with them this article of their
faith .

u The accent from the cemetery
to the fortress, although short, was
$o steep, that we were forced to
alight fro m our horses and actually
climb to the gUteway. Several
slaves, however, busied in convey ,
ing water upon the backs of asses,
passed us. in th eir way up. The
spring which supp lies them is be-
low in the defile ; and a very co-
pious reservoir , cut in the rocks
above, is prepared for the use of
tKe colony. As we passed the
gateway and entered the town ,
we were met by several of thr in-
habitants. Colonel Dunant inquir -
ed for a Jew, of his acq uain t ance,
one of the princi pal people in the
place. We were conducted to his
house, and found him at noon
sleeping on his divan. He rose
t6 receive us, and presently re-
galed us with various sorts or con-
fectionary , among which were
Conserved leaves of* roses and pre-
served wa lnuts ; also ' eggs, cheese,
cold pies and brandy. A mes-
senger was dispatched for the Rab-
bi, whotti he ihvited to mjeet us,
*ftd who stfon otter made his ap-
JM?*waflc(> * This nran wasi held

in very high consideration by them
all5 and with good reason ; for he
was exceedingly well informed , and
had passed a public examination
with distinguished honour in Pe-
tersburg, afte r being sent for ex-
pressly by the Empress Catharine.
We were h ighly interested by thei r
conversation , as well as by the
singularity of having found one
Jewish settlement , perhaps the
only one upon earth , vif ftere that
people exist secluded from the
rest of mankind , in the free exer-
cise of their ancient Customs and
peculiarities* The town contain*
about 1200 persons of both sexes ,
and not more than 200 houses.
The Tartars left here a stately
mausoleum, erected for the
daughter of one of their Khans,
now a ruin . The principal part
of each dwelling belongs to the
women ; but every master of a fa-
mily has his own private apartment,
where he sleeps, smokes, and re>
ceive^ his friends. The room in
which we were entertained was of
this description : it Was filled with
manuscripts, many in the b'aridSvru
ing -of our Host ; others' by those*
of his children ; arid all in very
beautif ul Hebrew charaicterb . Th«
Karaites deem it an apt of piety to
copy the Bible , or '&6f ti6tis Com-
menta ries updn its text, otifc^ in
th eir 'liVes. All th&ir manuscript
copies of the Old Te stament began
with the book of Joshua ; and even
t&e most ancient di<f not contain
the Pentateuch. That part of the
Bible was kept apart, but only in
a printed version, fbr the use of
schools*. In the synagogues , with

• The reaso n given by th,c Rabb i fpr
the omissiori of the bo6ks of Mo$es u|
their manuscript ' ci>^>es: was that th#
Penta teuch be ing ,n consraiut u»c fo«
the instruction of their clxildrcn, it wag
reserved ap ajt, Uiat the JHrholc volume
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the exception of the books of
Moses, every th ing was in manu-
script . The Rabbi asked if we
had any of the Karaite sect in
England ; a question we could not
answer. He said the re were few
in Holland : and I believe, as a
sect, it is very rare. These Jews
call themselves KARAh The
etymology of the name is uncer-
tain. The difference between thei r
creed and that of Jews in general,
according to the information re-
ceived from the Rabbj , consists in
a rejection of the Talmud ; a disre-
gard to every kind of tradition ; to
all Rabbinical writings or opinions;
all marginal interpolations of the
text of scriptu re ; and ? in a mea-
sure of their rule of faith by the
pure letter of the law. They p re-
tend to have the tex t of the Old
Testamen t in its most genuine state.
Being desirous to possess one of
their Bibles, the Rabbi , who
seemed gratified by the inteiest we
betrayed, permitted me to purchase
a beautifu l manuscript copy wri t-
ten upon vellum , about 400 years
old , but having left this volume in
the Crimea, to be forwarded by
way of Petersburg, it was never af-
terwards recovered . It began, like
the others which were shown to us,
with the book of Joshua.

Ci The character of the Karaite
Jews is directly opposite to that
which is generally attributed to
thei r brethren in other countries ,
being altogether without reproach.
Their honesty is proverbial in the
Crimea ; and the word of a Karai te
is considered equal to a bond . Al-
most all of them are engaged in
trade or manufacture. We were
surprised to see vine leaves sold in
the streets, particularly as they
are abundant in the country ; but
this article is in very great demand ,
might not be liable to the injuries it
would thus sustain.

to use in cookery * Thei|- minctd
meat is rolled up in vine leaves
and sent to table in the form of
sausages- They observe their
fasts with the most scrupulous
rigour

^ 
abstaining even fro m snu ff

and smok ing, for twenty-four
hours together. In the very
earliest periods of Jewish history,
this sect separated fro m the mai n
stem : this at h?ast is their own
account v and nothing concern i ng
them ought to be received fro m
Rabbin ists, who hold them in de.
tcstation. For this reason , the re.
lations of Leo of Modena 5 a Rab-
bi , of Venice^ are not to be ad.
mitted . Their schism is said to
be as old as the reliirn from the
Babylonish capti vi ty. They use
very extraordinary care in the
education of their childre n, who
are taught public l y in the syna-
gogues : and in this respect the
Tartars are not defi cient. I rarely
entered a Tartar village in the
day-time, without seeing the child-
ren assembled in some public
place, receiving their instruction
from persons appointed to super-
intend the care of their education ;
reciting with audible voices passages
from the Koran ; or busied in
copying manuscript lessons placed
before them. The dress of the
Karaites differs little fro m that
worn by the Tartars. All of them
of whatsoever age, su ffer their
beards to grow ; but among Tar-
tars the beard is a distinction of
age, the young men wearing only
whiskers. The Karaites wear
also a very lofty thick felt cap,
faced wit h wool , which is heavy,
and keeps the head very hot. The
Turks and A rmenians often do
the same; and in warm climates
this precau tion seems a preserva-
tive against the dangerous conse-
quences which result from ob-
itructed perspiration."

iiO Account of a Colony of Karait e J ews*
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM ,
AND

INQU I R I E S  A N D  DISQU ISITIONS ON E CCLESIAS-
T I C A L  HI S T O R Y ^

Jo sep hus^s Testimony to the Di-
vine Mission of J ohn the Bap ~
tut.

March 21, 1811.
Josephus not only speaks of the

heathen converts to Christian ity,
as converts to Judaism , but he is
the historian and apologist of the
Jewish believers , under the name
©f Essenes. By this name he
chose to designate the followers of
Jesus, as less obnoxious than that
of Razarenes, or Gali leans , or
Christians ^ and better calculated
to protect them fro m the charge of
innovation , so often alleged by
thei r enemies. This subj ect ,
though perfectly unders tood by the
ancient fathers, has been concealed
by the thickest veil of p rejudice
and error from the eyes of all mo-
dern critics. The history of the
firs t Jewish believers has been long
a melancholy desideratum in the
records of Christianity, and Philo
and Josephus are the h onoured
names who will supply it. The
developement of this interesting
question I will, however, defer at
present, and proceed to what Jo-
sephus says of Joh n the Baptist,
of James, the brother of Jesus, and
of Jesus himself, as more inti-
mately connected with the object
I have in view. In his Jewish
Antiquities, b. 17, ch. v. 2, he
thus speaks of the Baptist :—« To
sonae of the Jews it appeared that
J
he army of Herod was destroyed

by God in j ust vengeance for the
njurder of John , named Baptist.
*or Herod slew him, though he
W|3 a ju st man, and encouraged

the Jews to come to his baptism
in the practice of virtu e, in the
exercise of just ice to one another,
and piety towards God ; assuring
them that thus baptism is accept
table in his sight, and not by using
it as the means of averting sins,
but of cleansing the body, as X he
mind is purified by righteousness.
Herod , seeing hi s communication
with others , and all his hearers
much elatecj with his discourses,
feared lest his power of persuasion
should induce the people to rebel ;
for they seemed eager to act in
conformity to his advice. He
therefore thought it better to anti-
cipate a revoVution by killing him,
than repent after a change should
involve hi m in difficulties.?'

At the time in which Josephus
wrote his history, the great facts
contained in the evangelical re-
cord s were known in every part of
the Roman empire, and the object
of the Jewish historian was* with.
out mentionin g them , to enforce
their truth by well -attested facts
founded upon them. Thus it was
known that John pointed to Je-
sus as the Messiah, and announced
the kingdom of heaven to be at
hand , which^ as then understood
to be of a temporal nature, would
soon set aside the power of Herod,
The apprehension of this necessa-
rily awakened his j ealousy. And
Josephus unequivocally declares,
that a jealousy of this kind waft
his real motive in putting the Bap-
tist to death . This base motive
Herod must have been desirous to
conceal from the public, and



sought some less obnoxious pr e-
sence for destroy ing the object o£
his fears , The J ewish historian
by saying that fear and jealous y
ind uced Herod to murder the
Baptist , intended his readers to
conclude that * the story of the
daug hter pleasing him 7 and of the
promise into which he was seem-
ingly betrayed , was a mere con-
trivance betwee n He rod and his
.lanu ly. Some incidents , menti -
oned in the evangelical records ^ju stify this conclusion ; and they
are . pointed out by Mr. Jones * inhis IHtistrations of the Four Gos-
pels, .
; . > Far ther , Jo sephus does not
(mention tjhe repro of given Herod
;by the Baptist ; but he menti ons
a fac t which proves the tru th of
ib "« And it was the opinion of
-the Jews , th at to avenge his death ,
cthere came upon the army of H^r-
©d> the destro yer from God9 iri -
censed' at Ms baseness. " The army
ofc which Jtoac^phus here speak s had
mar.ched against Areta s  ̂ fathe r of
the divor ced wife, who made war
©n H^rod for tb e insult offere d his
family in the pet-sgi* of his daug h-
ter. Iw t?he beginning of the firs t
battle, Hero d and his arm y were
completely- routed ; and the vic-
tory* termina ted in favour of the
inju red father. No\v as it was a
Fact notorious * to the J ewish peo-
ple,* that the Bap tist had the firm,
ness to advise Herod not to repu-
diate his wifely aud thus endea -
voure d to prevent the war between
him and A ret as, the language na-
tural for th£ Jews to use on such
an event was, '* The destruction
of his army is a jud gment upon
him from Oed for violating bis
law, and killing his prophet^ who
bad the magnanimity to kdmonish
luiiu of his <rime." :

This language therefore points

to the repr ofctf which the Baptis t
gave Hero d as its cause > and pro.
ceeds frornjt ^ilone as its con§e.
qu ence. And it h remark able,
th at while Josep h us appears to
diffe r from the evan gelists , he con.
fi rms , and. what is more , be in-
tended to confir rei j their narrat ives.

The evan gelists represent Jesu s
and his disciples - as having one
solemn cona imnvication with the
-Baptist ; and the attest at ions tbe n
given to the former - w e  re ealcu.
Jated j in a remark able mann er ,
to alarm the men in power , as
leadin g - then* to suspect our Lord
and his forerunner gwitty of a eon.
spira cy against- the state. The
evangelists evidently labou r t#
preclude this susp icion: by repre-
sentirt g Joh n &« haying no inter -
course with Jesus eithe r before or
aftejt his baptism f • For the last
of these historia ns hold up the
Baptist as deela*riog$ (and » again,
as repeatin g his decl arat ion) that
he had no knowledge of Jes us till
he was pointed out to him by th e
descent of the Hol y Spiri t ; and the
second <rf t faenk u&es the word im*
mediately  t ivice  ̂ to s}ie\v  ̂ th at J ohn
had no time to conspire with J esus
after his bapt ism , the lat ter having
instantl y departe d at the pressing
insti gation of the Hah ' Spiri t. Luke
moreover ^ represents the people of
every class as coming to ask his
advice , thus ackno wledging his
auth ority to command them . This
communica tion wkh Jes us,- " aim
his admonition s to th« peojp le. at©
thus alluded to by J osep nus :
" H'erod  ̂seeing bis communicati ons
with others , and a 11 his hearers
elate d with his discour ses, fear ed
test his pdwer of pers uasion dhoiiM
iwdiace them to rehe l ; ft  ̂ ^5^
seemed eager to aet in conform ity
Wi th km advice." '

Among those whp came for ad-

S52 Jc sep hus on the Mission of J ohn the Bap tist.



nee, were the soldiers, some of
whom must, .have been agen ts of
Herod, and of ihose partiz^ins who
are called by Mark , Herodians.
Tbeirbbject was to fentrap the Bap-
tist, hoping to find- him guilty of
treason by interfering with the
powers of government in directing
tbc army* But- Joh n was aware
of their sinister views, and he \Je ~
turns this pointed answer,:— * Do
violence to no man , neither accuse
any falsely, and be content with
your wages." As though he had
said , " Preserve proper disci pline,
and do not excite tumul t in the
c6ufttry. I know your intention
to accuse rae* The advice, there-
fore, which you mostly need , is,
not to bear false testimony against
me nor any other person* I have
no wish lo withdraw your allegi-
ance from Caesar ; and so far from
offering you any prospects of plun-
deror preferment, I advise you to be
content with the washes you receive
from your present commanders.1'

Lastly , Joseph us represents the
Baptist as' a p r ophe t ; because h is
language implies that Joh n fo re-
told the Messiah : a fact which
made him a prophet in thp esti-
mation of the people and our Lord
himself* and because ^ moreover,
he represen ts the same Bnpt ist as
warning the people not merelj r to
conae to his baptism , bqt to prac-tice piety tow a rd*> God and right.
eousness :towards man ; or, in the
language of the evangelists, to re-
t**t>and bring forth fhlit meet for
repetuance, as the means of avert-
mgsins, etf i ' f ouv oLfj uOf raSoov irat e*<zi-r1fl'«, htcrally,J or the deprecation
y tons. Now; in the language of a

^
w> to avert or deprecate si n , is

"fc s-ame thing as to avert or depre.

 ̂
some natural evil or temporal

Action, which is the supposed
^sequence of that sin. The

Baptist then , according to Jose -
phus, apprized 'tte^J^wtsh ?peopl*£
of some calamity that awai ted
them on account of their guilt , and
i nculcafed repentance atid refofl s
rriation as the means of avoiding
it. This is precisely t he repre-
sc&tetion: we have in the gos*pe}s*Jt)hn -declared that "the i rih pcmteft t
wou ld be cut off from the ste m <*f
Abra lvani , be dispersed like chaff,
and consumed as wit h fi r<^ . This *
was fulfilled inwthe destruction of j
Jerusal em, and in the sufferings *'
which the inhabitants underwent -
during the siege and their subse-
quent ca ptivi ty. In speakitig of
this accomplishment , Josephu*
uses the very metaphor before used
by the Baptist:— ** I am of op i*
nion ,*' says he, Q* tha t , on this
account , God , who hates imp iety ,
has demolished our city ; and , re.
garding ihe temple as ho longer a
pure habitation for himself , brought
upon us the Romans, and exposed
it and t he city to p urify ing f i r e%
and ou rsel ves, with our children ,
to slavery J wishing that we should
learn virtue fro m our calamities."
Ant i q. Jucblib. 20. C. 8. 5.

The ancient fathers understood
this passage of J osephus in the
lig ht \ have here exp la iner! it.
TJ iCy says Jerome in his book of
Illustriou s Men , conf itctur J < i~
hanncrn Bap tist am vt're pr ophe-
tamj uis .se. This La rdnej calls an
inaccurate reference ; but Jerome
full y compre h ended the op inions
and language-of Josi-p hu g , and
Lard ner assuredly did neither.
1 shall conclude that Josep hus in
this , fts well as in ot her passages,
is, in the strictest sense, a Chris -
t ian writer, and that his objec t
was to "' enforce the truth of the
Christian Scriptures.

THEO LOGUS.

J osephus on the Divine Mission of Jo hn the Baptist. 23&
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R E V I EW .
HILL PXJ&A S'B Tfr r ^ AlSB , Y£T Not A F R A I D  TO BLiK:̂ ^PO ?ti .

Ar t. L Sermof t s by  Sawpucl H qr&-^ lej i > LLD.  F. li. &, F. ^,£ .
Late Lord Bishop of St. A&aph.
2 Vols. Dundee ^ Printed * Lori*
-don, Hatchard , &c. Vol. I. pp.
358, Vol. II. pp. 447-
The prelate whose ppsthump us

sermons are before us> -was no or-
dinary man * Strong powers of
mind , various learni ng and great
£nergy of sty le, are among his dis-
tinctions a* a writer : and with these
be seems io have united a love of
paradox, which betrays an almost
entire absence of jud gment, and
occasionally tempts us to believe
that he was the sport, in a consi-
derable degree* of his feelings and
imagination, in his intellectual,
literary and theological character,
not to speak of him under any o-
ther, there were inconsistencies
^hich are scarcely exp licable but
on this supposition.

We find in these pages many in-
stances both of his excellencies and
faults as a preacher and author .

The purpose of the t hree first
discourses (James, v. 8. Matt .
xxiv. 3), is to shew tbtat c the com.
ing^of the Lord* usual ly means, in
the New Testament , the season of
the general jud gment. Tl^at such
is its signification in many pas-
sages5 we have no doubt : bqt vve
^ar^ bf opinion that Bishop U. has
-contended for rather more than he
ha? prove L̂ The ph rase is often
equivalent to thut uf ' the, son ot
man coaling ii> his kingdom', <tnd
is to ,be ¦explained by it ": and this
represents the deSitriic,U<)n of J< j tu-
^aleiru A' t better iut^cprietai^op
lUiaii our authorVof L«k>e xxi. fk$*

occurs in Mwtf atwns of ?P rdpk t*cy* a work of considerable ioforma*
lion , accuracy and value, which
ought po be ii) the possession of
every man who studies the pro-
pheti c Scriptures,

In sermons iv. v* vi, vii« we
have such an exposition of Ps. xlv.
as wi ll  hi ghl y deli ght two classe$
of readers ; ttose who are foh4 of
m ystical interpretations of the sa-
cred vol ume, and those who think,
with the deceased Bishop, that
Christian princes are, j ustified in
defending thei r religion , by arms,
and that . to . allege the precepts en,
j oining mutua l forgiveness^ &c a$
an obj ectipn to this practice*^the
cant of puri taiibm ! Fp.f a coirr^ct
translation of the PsaHn, we ir^st
refer to the version of it by Div Ged'
dcs. There is muc h probability in
the younger Rosenmiillvr'4> sUppo*
sitipn that this nupj ti^l ode wa§ ad-
d ressed by .a Jewish bard toaj cing
of Persia.rl'he eighth is a comment upon
1 John , v % 6, It is eloquentl y wri tr
ten: but the bishop, we conceive* fail*!
of shewing that the epistle teachei
the doctrines of the^ incarnation and
atone ment, and tha^the water spo*
ken of in the text was miraculous
and typ i cal. Not much to his cxz*
dit as a critic , he sturdily retaint
the clause of tho thr^e heayenl/
w i tnesse s, of which , hawser, he
attempts an exposition rather dif*
feren t from what, is .udU9li.y, Pro"
pose d by the orthodox chan*pi<?A«*
of the. passage* ,

Sermon i x,. pi'CftChed before fbt
Society fox promoting; ChrisU^

:* R^^ i»f *7S^



Knowledge (Luke iv. 18, iff) , \s r
in th e mai n, the best in these vo-
Jiim es. We shal l have occasion
to recur to it with pleasure as e-
qually cre di table tp the feeliogs
anct the tal ents of the departed
prelate */ ,

In the tenth (Mark vii. 37),
preached for the Deaf and Dumb
Asylum , we perceive li ttle to ap-
prove except the statement ^and
(exhortatio n at the conclusion *
This discour se^ indeed , we have
lately seejn characterized as con-
taining a very admirable disc us-
sion on miracles. We hope to make
it appear , Before we close the
oresent art icle  ̂ that what thas thus
1>een pronounce d ;an admirable
dl^cus îo© is, in trut h, an exhibit *.
'tin pf the inost unworth y sophistr y*

Tfte eleventh is, on the
Wiojej anr excellent practical dis-
course. Bishop H t here pojnj ts

.put t^e senses in .vvhicW Christ 's
coipman dmenL J ohn xiii. 34.
of bro therly love, may be sty kd
i «rw commandme nt.

ih the twelfth he explain s Matt.
Xvi. 28. as allusi ve to Ju das Isca-
iiot and to ete rnal puni shment .
Possibly, liis attachmen t to the

Jb^othesis stated in the three fi^st
^iscours es, may have the rather
disposed him to thi s inter pretation.
His ie^dnin gs da jiot satisf y us:
bu t we wist our leaders to con-

sult the sermon i tself.
The th ir teenth  ̂ preached before

the Society f o r  the propaga tion of
fee Gospel in Foreign Parts * h an
•xpfonatipn of Matt xvi . 18, 19,
*̂ 4 an application of the truth
¦Wich Bishop H. understands to
De conveyed by the word ^. He
*?Wf wi^h plausijbilitjr ,. if hot ¦ cpm-
P^te, ^qcce  ̂thgi

t of 
the. pro

mises
S^^iucci in them the 

form er was
^dr essed to Peter per *ottally and

exclusivel y, the latter , to the
church at Ja rge. The discourse
concludes witb app ropriate advic e
to the established clergy.

No* . xiv. (1 Car. ii. 2.) wa^r
preached in G loucester cathed ral ,
at an ordin ation ; and  ̂ thoug h we
do not assent to every interpreta -
tion , eve ry assertion , or every rea -
soning which is found in it , we
consider it , nevertheless , as a
masterl y and decisive argum ent to
evince that sound learning is essen-
tial for sup plying to the Christ ian
teacher of the present day the
want of inspiration **

Ttte four following sermons are
on prophecy (2 Pet. i. 20, 21,) and
notwithstandin g some fanci fu l ex-
positions which occur in the m th^y
deserve, and will repay, an atten *
tive - peru sal.

lh the nineteenth (Ma tt , xyu
21,) preached on Good Frida y,
and separate ly pri nted, many
years sincer the doctrines of the
Provide nce of God and the fee
agency of man , are discussed with
no common tal ent. This sermon ,
if we mis talc e not , was animad -
verted on by Di\ Priestley : and it
is remarkab le th at Bishop EL here
speaks of tha t celebra ted man in
much handspttner and juster terms
than he afterwards emp loyed.

The twentieth  ̂ too, has al ready
appeared before the public : it is
upon the difficult text , I Pet. ii 'u
18, J 9> 20, and attem pts to shew
th at Christ' s disem bodied spirit
descended , in the interv al between

* Some passage s in th it discourse ^which was nrst published sobh after the
delivery ol it , called ifortiv the severe but
nieVited strictu res of the late Gilbert
Wakefield. Se? his Life (vol. i. pp. %&%
~a88,) which contains his opinion oC
cine specimen of the Bishop's critica l
learnin g m thfe oontro rrci% witk Mr.
Pricfitlcr *

Z)r, Ho rs ley 's Sermons. 259
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his crucifixion and resurrection,
into hell, not the plaGe of torment ,
Ixut the residence of the separate
souls of the . righteous !

In N os. xxi . xxii. xxiii .  the
doctri ne of the sabbath (Mark ii.
27), is explai ned and enforced .
Our auth or maintains ^ in opposi-
tion.- t o-Paley and others , that ihe
sabbath is a primaeval , an d not a
Jewish institution . This set of
discourses has a strong clai m upon
the attention of the theological in-
quirer.

The twenty- fourth , twenty .fift h ,
juid twenty -sixth trea t very i nge-
niously on the fa<;t (John iv. 42,)
of the .early disposition of the Sa-
maritans to believe in the Messiah ,
and to receive Jesus in that charac-
ter ; and in the twenty-seventh and
twenty-eighth we meet with many
excellent remarks on Christian
perfection, (Philipp. iii. J55) in-
termixed, however, with obser-
vations which denote that this
preacher's views of theology and
metaphysics were not alway s clear,
his statements not uniform ly con-
sistent.

He composed and delivered No.
S9, on Occasion of the victory off
Cape Trafalgar, (Dan . iv. 17.) In
refuting the notion that the go-
vernment of the world is com.
niitted to angels and archangels,
hp is not unsuccessfu l * But ,he
seems to have forgotten that the
language of the vision , whence
bis text is taken, would naturally
tie borrowed from the ideas, cor-
rector incorrect, whi«h prevailed
at the time and in the country to
w hich it refers. Nor has he es-
tablished his curious supposition ,
t bat by the hoty ones and the watch-
ers j  are meant the three persons of
the mniry, or shewn the propriety
*f hi$invective against ihe u des*

picable cant of the Puritans," *K
the unlaw fulness of war.

The manner in which Dr. H.
speaks of disti nguished authors
whose sentiments he has occasion
to controvert is extremely arro-
gant an^i unbecoming. - That cer-
tai n Unitarian writers should 1 &s
called by hi"rn , ".the doctors of
that impious school/ 7 (vol . i. p.
19%) vvj i l  possibly exci te ho •sar-
prize ; but  that  he should refer to
Or. Samuel Clarke as aroonj i¦ • *5ci t hose who , with much ostenta-
tion of philological learning
which they possessed, and of me-
taphysical which they possessed
not, have Composed labo ured rfc-
mon&tration s * (as they presume to
call theft) A of- nat u ral ' and revealed
religion,"--(Vol i. pp. 178, 179,)
and that be should rank the learn-
ed and judici ous Farmer among
'* the philosophizing divines of la-
ter times, who, under the mask of
zeal f or  ^reli gion , have done it
more disservice than its open ene.
imes,-"- (Vol i. p, 233.) dm,
surely, is a» insolence of d ogmd-
tism 3 which cannot be excused
even in the late Bishop of St.
Asap h. His sty le too is sometimes
coarse and vulgar, almost to ludi-
crousness." We could not sup-
press a simile at the following sen-
tence ; especial ly as it appeared t»
us descrip tive of the Prelate's man-
ner as a controversialist :

44 Of such hardened enemies
there is no h ope5 till they ha?«
been hacked and hetved [hetvn] ,
belaboure d, and all but slaiit (i»
the st rong language of one of the
ancient prophets) by/ t he heavy
sword of the word of terror/1
Vol. i. p. in

Bishop H's audiences and rea-
ders might also have been spared
the picture of u the craflU»«^

536 Review.— *JDr. HorsUy'& Sermons.
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MRS..coach/* and the noises of
otfier vehicles, such as u the sharp
r*ule of the Whirlin g phaeton , and
the graver rum ble of the loaded
waggon, mixed with the oaths and
imprecations of the brawling dri -
re rs.  ̂ (Vol ii. pp. 266, 268.)

There iire those who ha ve prais -
ed th e acut eriess of this autho r as
a metaphysician and logician .
Wi th the view of ascer tainin g his
me ri ts io these cha racters , let us
atten d to his strictures on Mr.
Fa rm er. Tha t adm irable writer ,
our reaclers will recol lect , endea -
vours to shew from analog y, that
beings superior to man have not
the power of ' workin g miracles ,*
Wh at then is the rep ly of Dr. H ?

w It is matter ,** says he, *' of
feet and dai ly experience , that
nigre man , in addition to the na-
tur al dominion ' of the mind of
every individual over the body
which he animates , has acquire d
an emp ire o{ no smal l extent over
the maiter of the exte rnal worl d "
Vol.X »»4—£?£, , . ' . . ,

This is perfectl y true \ b>ut it is
faath iife to tte purpo se^ The ques-
tions ta be revived , are , Does
man act* of can he a,ct # out of
ntsp roper sp here ? L\an the p ro-
f ac e changes in the stin, tj^c iTfi op

n,
tbepjanets, ami still more in ,the
fixed stars, and the most distan t
bodies in creation ? All this must
be demonstrated , before the case*
put by our author , etui be regar d-
ed as analogous to that which is
heated on by Mr. Farmer ^ The
P-'oofs given by this preach er of
what , he terms man's empire over
^be matt er of the external worl d,
*re no more th an familiar but
pleasing examples o( Lord Bacon's
ipkorism, «« knowled ge is pbWer/ '
In the two quotations with which

D^Hrt.on Mir^cI«fcf «b. u, UmL *, •>

our review of these able stud une-
qual volumes will be concluded ^Bishop H. speaks the language of
a consistent Pro testant , and of a
warm , enli ghtened adv ocate for the
lower orders of tfae people. Ene-
mies to ecclesiast ical dominat ion^whether in a convo cation or in
a general assembly, friends of the
beau tifu l and well-tried plan of
elementary instruction which we
owe, upder Provi dence , to-Jose ph.
Lancast er * we hail such senti -
ments from such a man , and ex*
claim with delight , if not with as-
tonishment , " Is Saul also amon g
the pro phets ?' Vol. ii. 8, fi.

Quit novus hie nostris successit tedi-
bus hotpes ?

Gtueat «csc ore fereiis !
i4 The claim of infallib ility, or

even of authori ty, to pr escribe
magisteriall y to the opinions and
the consciences of men , whether in
an individua l or in assemblies and
collections o£ men, is never to be
admitted . Admitted , said I !—
it is not to be heard with patience ,
unless it be supported by a mi.
racle z9' -  "(vol . i.  *12, &€.>—QC the most effectual means of
pr eaching the gospel to the po6r,
is by charitabl e provisions for the
reli gious education of thei f chiU
d-ren*"—" Blessed be God, instil
tuttons for this piotfs purpose a-
bound in most parts of the king*
dom. The authorit y of our Lord 's
exampl e, of preaching to the poor ,
will , with every serious believer ^
outwei gh the objection which hatk
been raised against these charitabl e
institutio ns , by a mean and dastard -
ly policy imbi bed in forei gn climes,
not less • ¦unchri stian than it is in~
consistent with tbe genuin e feel-
ings of the home-bred Britoii—*
policy which pr etends to * foresee^
tha t by the advantages of a reli-
giout eduefction  ̂ the poor may bt

&eview^—&r.JH orsley9i Sermons t99



rai sed above the laborious duties
0f l bis station , and bis use in Civil
fife -be lost/ '—¦'* Despotism—«sin •
*eere, unalloyed, ri gid BeSpot istfi,
is the only form <*f ^governme nt
-wfeieh may, with safety to itself,
diegfeetffae ' education of its infant
<poor. ^Vf here it is the pri nd -
|ile erf govern ment ibat the com-
<mon- people are to be rulett as
mete ani mals, it migh t indeed be
impolitic to suffer them to acquire
**he moral discernment and the
spontaneit y df man • •* * ft is con-
trary to the order of nature , i. e. it
ts Tepugna tit to the decrees tffPro-
\idenjpe5 and there fore the thing
shall never be , that civil libert y
should maint ain its g£o**ad «ao>ng
any pe^pte ^disqualified by igno-
f^

rc  ̂ and profli gacy for ihe use
gad ^y^yment of iu"

Art. 1L Thoug hts 4>n S ubscr ip-
tion to Articles f ^  Faith 9 in Six
Metiers, addr essed J o a Member
vf iht Svcitty jf or educating
JTo ĝ Men f o r  the Ministry * at
ff otqertou j icadeny/ * By Robert
Wiri kerp iX JD , Svo. pp.  35.
Congee. Ijtwodon . 1811*

On i^adi % the articles of the
Homcrt on Academy ^ f urn ished by
a corr ^ondent  ̂

pv 219—234 *most of our readers ro ust havo
entert ained a persUHsiow th at the
imposition of the m could not be
agfse&fo lfc tp the principles and fe^l.
ii^p, of many of the Cal viaistic Ois*
s«Bters. l>r, Wijat^r ha*, with maul y
ii^ikuess, declared his disHpp *ot>H«.
tion of tbe Hooa<irtoai«*t ; ai^l we
he^r tiitjut several other Inde pen*
d ej ptj t nunuters *vre i»tept upnn i%±
arboli t iou : shaul4 th«iy eftwts k&
inej ffectwl, they will %% l«iii»t ̂ >t^«€.
rat# th^m^lv^a iw^i Uieu1 J ea^iiw^
ftftttftiit if o#t&t$ Jt omAb * wu*f**h

df 'ad opti ng the most oppr ess}̂
<^tr ^totti of xmtion&l churches.

*k The HoAtertd a Afticlea," ssyi
Dn fWhi ter r p. 8.  ̂ are of ancien t
dttte . I l*ttve & copy of them
which *I su ppose to be the first edi!
tion, pri nted in the year 1734,
From that time to the present,
the only alteration vvhirfi fia» taken
plac e, consists in the omission of
cme word in the last arti cle. They
^Te general ly uh dei^tood to have
been framed tfnder the direc tion
of Dr * Abraham Taylor , and in«
deed bear stron g internal evidence
of havi ng proceeded fro m the pen
of that learned polemic divine ; Tot
they appear to be literall y abrid ged
fro m a lar ge and elaborat e confes-
sion of fai th , which he delivered
at his Ordinati on at De?ptfb rd , on
new Yea:rte Day, 17$ 1.- that
the adoptio n of this abrid getheht
ivas a high compliment to the
nearly  orHtAntd past&r of the
Chtr rch at Deptford , and very
flattertn g to a van ity, whicl
needed no additional Incense to
perfu ine it , cannot be doubted .
Wb&i there Was x>{ cvange lfcal de-
votion , of Christian meekness, oT
emitteht and exemplary  holinesi
in Dr. Tay lor to sta fti p so pecu-
liar am honou r oh his confessioo,
as- to make it a tes t for others to
subscribe , we, who live &t -tb^
drstahce of nea rly four-score yeari
from that ti ttle are not , perh aps, al-
together c6lri |>eeent to determ ine.

The author considers i i sub-
scription ?> as it respects the »tu-
den fs and the pecun iar y support-
ers of ttfe Home rtoh Academy,. ana
shews it to be useless, inex pedient

^opp resiiV^ djid injurious. M e
are sttfjp rta^a, however, " t&'at Vi*
W. ^tioUid nUt once tfeiiouncc it*
the aijsamp tidn of dominion over
conscience, the mtmuw qIAum **

**l Mt9iew.*̂ ti*tnter twe *9tiB*crtpitek.



i&hvrife i */*0t&ers of, f $tiJ i>
aacl the p^fceticajo den ial of„ the
$uffif itwcy °f tie sQrip twesJ

But aUowiofc the author his own-
ground? : he has itiaintai ned his
cause witk much abilityT atrd-w^
hope the ev ent will prove \tfinh sig-
nal success*

On the1 subject of the necessity
©f the article vD**' W. saya , p. 21^very liberal ly, and , we are sure,
tcr> j ustly,

" Let the friend s of evangelical
truth steadily and zealously sup-
port the cause and ,th£y ,need not
fear the intrusion of those who
oppose it. It is a suspicion too
dishonourable to beanduiged^ res-
pecting those persons whose theolo-
gical opinions we most strongly
reprobate thkt if the door of our
instituti on Were th rown operi^ they
would enter it , for the sak^ of art-
ful ly chan ging its nature and its
objects. An Arian, a Socinian,
a modern Unitarian , would , never
think- of becoming a member wilh
any such view. Nor wfc>uld a
Calvinist deem it fair or .honou r,
able to give his support to institu-
tions, of Wh ich the avowed princi-
ple are foreign to his own, w ith
the\hope of forming , a party to
overturn thj e original design/'

On the effect o£ th<e requirement
°f subscri ption upon by-senders,
^e author relates , that when t he
Renting mipisters formerly ap-
plied to parliament-for relief fro m
subscri ption to the articles of the
yNrch of England , it was .urgedin one of the debases, > that the
Renters had a test among tli^m-se'ves for the admission of btudqn ts:in^o tfxeir academies/ p. 32.

H
^5 fu rther, a*ks, f' whi\t imrpressjot*? tb e existence of this law

p produced wh^re it has> beeji
^ f̂ ^ j jmmmt^

^

is lik^ ly.7 to prod uce among * tho&e *
whose theological views*arc moat
widely  difff ewn t f rom ours f  Your
reply $ I know , will be5 far it is
th^ fact, that the articles , so faf
aŝ . th^ey 

ape 
known, excite th^ir

diftgust atK) derbion 4 The Uni»-
tarian Society ' can support it*
princi ples without any such test,
and the member of-iti with ^t>nWi
appearance of evidence, consider
this fcn^e set about our limî  a«
a tacit and involuntary confession
of the weakness of the cause,
Hence, as well as from other
cause**, their young- people ate ac-
customed,, with all theit avowed
love of free- inquiry , to consider
what is called Calvinism- which
they unwarrantably identif y with
the rules of a particuiar society,
as xinworth y their attention and
in vestigation." P. 31.

By w6 The Unitarian Society/*
we suppose the author intends the.,
Lond on Unitari an Book Society\;
he is hot , probabl y, aw*are th at this *
institution embraces but a small
proportion of th£ Unitari ans , even *in tike metro polis ; we wish it in-
cluded a greater numb er . And hi a
may sat isfy himself that the youthi
anqongst . the Unitariar >s% whetk ef
th ey inqu ire into Catvitlism or
not, never confound ft with the Ho~,
mert on Articles, of which we will ̂
ventu re to say, t^at npt one m as
h un dred ever heard .

It is bu ^jus tice 4o the Homer - r
ton A cademy to state , tha t all ' thfe
stude n ts are not req uired to sufti
scribe to artic le  ̂but onl^f such m*
are on the foundation of the KingV
H ead Society. W hat pr ppottipn
these bear to the whole nutt iber.
we ar e not inftn rmed* .

For the honoux of the dissented*
in gepem\r ,yv *s hcp^ that the piecp
of Tac9W^ttnoy;Li><?Ju ^d,out *ni"

Rt%) ieWir—Wini*r on $L*h*orip tion. t<t#^



reprobated by Dr. W. will be
speed ily removed. The Inde pen-
dents cannot , upon reflection , wish
their youths to commence their
ministry by an initiator y act of
slavery , or reconcile it to their
Chri stian feelings to degrade thei r

The birth of the Kin g of
Rom e has naturally produc ed
those congratulations whi ch are
customary in all courts , on the
births of princes. Adulat ion fol-
lows greatness , however acquired ;
and in this case, to world ly poli-
cy it may seem advanta geous
that the th rone should be estab -
lished , rather than that the de-
mise of the sovere ign should open
the door to future convulsions.
To those , howeve r , who consider
what Rome has been , the bir th of
this child and the title given to
it present many very serious re-
flections. Rome has been the
great seat of spiritual apostacy.
For a long time, t his city lord ed
over the soverei gns of the earth ,
and was drunk with the blood of
mart yrs. The greater part of the
Christ ian world was carried away
by its dissimulations and delu-
sions. We have lived to see a fa-
tal blow struck on this sea t of
abominations. To speak in the
language of scri pture , the kings
©f the earth , u begin to hate the
whore /'—to take off her luxuri -
ous garments , to cast her to the
ground , devoted to shame and
disgra ce.

The Pope , who boasted , a few
year s ago, of being the sovereign
•f Rome, and whose prede cessors
w«fo looked up to with the utm ost

future teach ers to the condition of
th e subjects of Peru ? who, vyken
admitted into the presence ot th eir
Jncas9 entered with a burde n up on
their shoulders ^ as an eniblem of
their servitude.*

awe and venera tion , is now con.
fined a pr isoner in some castle of
It aly, ta which his adhere n ts find
it difficult to obtai n access. This
is not an entire novel ty in the Ins.
tor y of the \\ orld. Popes h ave
been prisoners before , but h ave
recovered thei r libert y, and rei giu
ed in splendor. The imprison -
men t of this Pope did not secure
the worl d fro m a retu rn to his
wonted power. Buonap arte an-
nexed his dominions to France ,
and made Rome' the second city
of the empire ; st ill we felt appre-
hensions, lest by some political
plan the Pope might agai n return
to Rome, and be enthr oned in
glory. The title of the new-born
child seems to drive away every
idea of the Pope regaini ng his
temporal au th ori ty ; and if he i*
ever restore d to Rome , still he
cannot be permitte d to enjoy
the honours which exceeded
those of royal ty. He cannot
rise above the di gnity of a pri est ,
and must bend to rega l aut ho-
rit y. This seems the probable
course of things ; but we should
hope that his return to Rome ii
for eve r cut off , that no mori
meetin gs shal l be in the conclave,
and that wi th the old , ' man who
now holds the ti tle it sha ll ex-

? Keb*n^t&mmc*,9vo.v.'m. V ***'
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ttlre* * Papery will be destroyed,
lencr before true religion is restor-
ed ; a*i<i evefy blow on the papa-
cv must excite joy in the protes-
tant, and confidence in the words
of prophecy, th at however de-
pressed the witnesses to the truth
may be in any age, yet still their
cause shall be at last triump hant *

The influence of names is great ,
and in managing the prejudice in
favour of them, Buonaparte has
shewn his usual dexteri ty . The
French were violently attached
to the name of king : he has
drowned it in the superior splendor
ofrimperial di gnity, and to restore
% 'Bourbon to bis antient rights
would now be a degradation of the
sovereignty* With Rome was as-
sociated the dignity of Pop£, and
to this latter title, an idea of some-
thing sacred, something su perior
to human greatness. The name
of Rome will occur as before, rand
perhaps more frequently ; but then
it will be associated with that of
King instead of Pope, This fami-r
Karity of appellation will uecessa,
rily lov^er the idea of the Pope in
the minds of his followers ; aod
*aen notice that impression is sha-
tan, it will fall rapidl y .into eoru
terhbt. We must not however be
too sanguipe ; we know, not what
farther delusions . are prepared for
thosevAo have joined to the wor-
ship of God that of other persons*and who* have forsaken the wordsof
<wc Savi.o\iT for the va\n traditions
of men. * ' <;

Amidst the rejoicings of the
French court, uneasiness will mix
Hself^ an4 the Empqror is said to
£*VS ordered his im perial guard
*% S^aik. We should rather
tave th^ight that lie would order
iftG*fc ttbops into that unhappy
*tottttj ft as he« must bw x murti fied

in fiading himsel f so far from 'the
termination of his wish e s.  He
does nut however relax in his an-
ti-cotn niercial p l ans ; but , on the
contrary, seems prepared to fore-
go all fo reign luxur i  s, rat her thnn
give up his proj ects. Su^ar is an
artic le of grea t request in his coun-
try. He is determined that his
subjects should possess it without
having recourse to a t ransatlantic
region. It is to be extracted from
the grape, and the nmmi iaciure
is going on with great rapidity.
In the same manner, he-is making
substitutes for other commodities ;
and if the folly and the evils of
this war have been great, they
will at least set men upon new in-
ventions9 which may be of use ill
more peaceable times. A great
error prevails in Eng land with re«
spect ta fruiK ^r ^s » t it were ruiu*.
ed , becuse it has not the kind o£
trad e which we enjoy : but if
Buonaparte succeeds In his endea-
vo ur ui cj i i t ikig us oft' irom the con-*
ti nent of Europe, he will  still pos.
sess that t rade* w inch arise* fr om.
the intern:il exchan ge of the com*
modities of his own pio\ince s> 5 as
well as the export of theav to a very
great portion of 'Europe , by ri y.er^
can als and laud carriage;.

G e r m a ny  seems to be very
tra nquil. Austria is m.kuig .- sicps
fof its recovery , and holds out
promises for its depreciated gaper-
inoney . The promise may swm
a vwy extraordinary, one to tho^c
who made siicb au outcry agiw ust
the French ^ for thei r de^vedatioii^
on the church . The Eiupero r asT
•ta res the public, that the churchy
property, of which he has sei#j tj ^ > r.
no small quantity, ^ha1l go to ttif
payment *M}d, securi ty qt] tl^e :«^tional debt, Thua the c\*ujf cf e j £'*
losing '. its iQflw^o<:ei iii ^U*̂ «^|l«k».
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tr y, w here was its last hope of
support ; and , whicfi-evet way we
turn our eye, those dom ai ns, which
for ages hav e supporte d an indo-
lent rac e of men , are sacrificed to
ver y different obj ects, and such
men can no longer exist. We
hope and trust th at , hi t h-h case,
due allowance has been made for
th ose men , who entere d into these
order s, perha ps, more from advice
of fri ends and parents , than the ir
own inclinations ; find the rever -
sion of the monastic lands , in the
Austr ian dominions , was a suffi-
cient gain for the state. We hove
seen the evil effects of the gran t of
lands to pernicious institution s. It
was a very earl y mischief in the
Chr istian church , and when men
forgot our ' Saviour 's words , and
endeavoured to regulate his king-
dom by the maxims of worl dly
policy, nothin g could follow but
the tyran ny of priestcraft , and
the depression of the commu-
nity.

The war between the Russians
and Turks goes on with languor ,
thou gh there has been , if we can
depend upon the intelli gence from
those quarte rs; some shar p fi ghtin g
between those powers . But their
quarrel excites little inte rest ei ther
here , or elsewhere , except in the
neigh bourhood of the scenes of
action , or the territories of the
eofri batants .

Spain and Portu gal cont i-
nue to pr esent such hor rors a9
cotild not exist ill3 ft christia nised
world . Vast districts have been
laid waste s and fire and the sword
have destro yed populous ci ties and
villages, with thei r inhabita nts .
Such is the fate of < war , that is,
of the folly and the wickedn ess of
man . When the passions are on
ftsat, no one knows to wha t ex.

tent they may be carrie d ; and
they are the inst ruments of wra th
to correct what r probab ly, could
not , by other means , be amended*
The Peninsula is in such a state*
that a new order must tak e place!
The old system cannot b,e restor ed
but d readfu l has been the proc ess
of it s overth row. The boasts of
the French have vani shed into
smoke. Massena , with his im-
mense arm y, could stay no longer
in his positions ; nor was there any
possibilit y of draw ing the allies
from th eir intren chments , where
they were plent ifully supp lied with
every necessar y . Compelled , by
want of provision s, to break up
his quarters , he has made a most
masterl y retrea t , but carrie d with
him havock and desolati on ; and
the land , th rou gh which he passed ,
mus t long mourn his progress.
The English followed , but had
skir mishes only with his rear -
guard , in which they were always
successfu l ; and th ey have the sa-
ti sfaction of being the deliverers of
Portuo ai,, and of having given
to Spain a full opportunity of
asser t ing its independence.

M assena was compelled to re-
treat ; and Spain is before him to
recruit his famished arm y. Un-
happy countr y ! To be defeated,
he must be pursued by another
arm y ; and how are they both to
be pro vided for I In either case?
that count ry is doomed to suffer.
If he is not pursued , th e Spaniard*
must bend under his yoke ;. if he is
pursued , thei r, country will be ra -
vaged . Great part however enjoys
some repose, and the re is , st ill
st ren gth hi the country , if Pr0~
perl y organised , to resist th«
power of France. Lor d Welling-
ton has shewn what may be done-
The mighty conqu eror s way *f
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starved out, if they are too nume-
rous to cope withal in the field :
and the advice, at the beginnin g
of the war5 never to attack the
enemy * hut to wear him out with
skirmishes and the division of
his forces , appears now to have
been founded on the wisest plans
of policy. The Spaniards have
lost Badajoz sioce our last : but
part of the allied army which was,
after the retreat of Massena, de-
tached by Lord Wellington into
those quarte rs, has app roached
near to its walls, and defeated the
French in thei r way to it. The
city, it is very probable, will soon
be retaken. Their entrenchments
before Cadiz remain unhurt , and
no small dissati sfaction prevails in
the town, on tj ie conduct of Las
Penas, in the last attempt to at-
tack them . Of the Cort ez, we
hear nothing. It continues its
fissions, but we hear little of its
resolves. The deliverance of Spai n
must depend on the energy of the
peasantry in its provinces, and
little can be expected from dele-
gates collected together under
such very difficult circumstances.
Their deliberations on the liberty
of the press restrained every san-
guine hope that was formed previ-
ously to their meeting.

If the affai rs of Spain afford but
melancholy prospects, those of
their Colonies in America are
m scarcely a better situation.
In Mexico, the civil war has be-
gun , and it will be fought out ,
probabty, without foreign inter-
ference. At present,, the adherents
to the old government have the
superiority ,: they have defeated
the insurgents in a pitched batt le,
and cut them down in several de-
tachments : but there is great rea-
*°a to believe that the population

is in favour of the latter, and con-
seq uently, after a few trials , will
be enabled to stand thei r ground
against the disci plined troops.
Every thing portends an indepen-
dent government, of which Mexi-
co will be the cap ital ; and , whe-
ther republic or emp ire , it will ,
probably, when the fame of Eng-
land shines only in the page of his-
tory, be the sea t of great atchieve-
ments. Buenos Ayres is far more
forward . There, a regular govern-
ment prevails, and the Cortes has
no authori ty! To understand the
real state ' of these Transatl antic
dominions of Spain , it is necessa ry
to be well acquainted with its po-
pulation , of which we have only
imperfect accounts. Whore the
nat ive .Spaniards have arrogated
to themselves so great a supe riori -
ty, §and are so few in comparison
with those bom in the Colonies
and the native Indians,, t here is
room for a great conflict of the
passions, and we tremble for the
faie of many thousands, who will
fal l the victims of this contest.
We cannot , however, doubt that ,
when once the different provinces
have established themsel ves .i n to
separate states, they will be better
governed than they h ave been , and
a great fiel d will be open to them
for i mprovements in civilizat ion ,
religion and science.

The United States have not
declared war againsc us ; and we
trust that they never will . Much
time is consumed in deliberation ,
and the more the better. Any
thin g is^better than war, of wh ich
one year will consume more than
all the advantages of two years'
peace.

But war is extending itself to
Africa, where the Algerines and
the Tunisians are going to logger-
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hekds The cause we do not
kn ow , but p resume, that the Ma-
hometans will find just as good
arguments for their manifestos, as
if they were Christians ; and wil l
prosecute thei r purposes with as
much ferocity , as th^y who pro-
fess to li ve under the government
of him , \vh > has commanded them
to love -thei r enemies.

At Home, we hav e an object
of great consolation. A very nu-
merous meeting has taken place
in Ireland , of Protestants and
Cathol i cs,, at which ' resolutions
were unanimously agree d to, and
an Adtlrebs directed to be present.
ecl to the Prince Regent , and a
Petition , to Parl iament in favour of
the Catholi c claims and the  annihi -
lation of the bar or se paration be-
tween oii ivfellow-ciiizens. General
Marhe-w, a member of parlia-
ment, was the chit i sueaker on
the side of the Protestants, and
the measure does him great credit.
Afte r the business « > f  the day was
OWX ) . the Protestants withdre w,
and the -Catholics, with hearts
full of gratitude , entered into an
anutiat * d resolution of thanks to
their Protestant brethren , for the
z«al manifested in thei r cause.
Majj this holy flame spread itself
th rough the whole emp i 'e  ; and ,
by w hatever denomi nat ion of
Christians a man is known , maj
others remembe r , that  our corn -
pion Saviour has given no one the
right to lord it over another man 's
conscience ; and that his reli gion
is free from the imputat ion ot do-
i ng any man the leas t inj ury , or
of drp.ivrng him oi thr has t  l i ght ,
in consequence ot his reli gious
opinions .! Wherever Christians'lave j erpetrated ac ts or made
laws t t  this kind , it is not as
CLjrisij&lis- that they have done
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it: for they cannot do it as Chris,
tians : their acts have been acts of
worldl y policy, but Christ's kin«y*dom is not of this world ̂  

-nor can
it be mai ntained by penal statute s
or; disqualif ying rites. Tfie pun.
isment of the Israelite, who pro-
ianel y endeavoured to support the
ark of God , is a great lesson to all
nations atrd individual s, who en-
tertai n the shadow of a doubt
upon this subj ect.

'I "he King 's illness will naturall y
press itsel f upon our though to , and
it is with satisfaction we remark
that the bulletin is confined to one
day in the -week * and thai all ac-
counts tend to con fi rm the opinion
of a great improvement in the u;i.
happy condition oi our soverei gn*
The report of the Council stated
this ,, but could not assign the time
when the rei ns of government
might be safely given back into his
hands. T:he great age oi the King)
the number of attacks under which
he has laboured , ihe danger and
difficulties of a relapse^ mu st make
it a very arduous task to determine
the great question ; for persons
may 5 for some time,'be apparently
w» ll , an I yet break out -the very in-
stant they are left to themselves. It
is said , that by way of gradual ly
brin g ing back his ideas to tie
business of his office , the, boxes of
the  ministers are opened beiore
him , and he forms his own ju dg*
inent on many subj ects in the dis-
patches, Ihe great point will be,
when all his attendants leave hun,
and he acts entirely for himseJf :
and we presume, that till this ha»
been done, for some time, tti«
Council will not venture to declare
him restored to his I ormer powers.

In PAULiAMENT ^arious^'
tions have been agitated- *¦"•
inform* tiora ex offlciv gave opp°T*



tctiiittes <to ij otd Fork &lcne and Sir
p.^Bu cctefct to place ¦ ibe subje ct in
the cU are s! point of view ; and thu
speech of die lat ter was estee med
to be one of the most mast er ly ever
^liv^red in 

th e 
house. 

Sir 
Vic^ ry

Gibbs mad e a very weak defence
of h i * cond uct , and , thou gh a
maj ority preven ted the enquiry
spu^iH 

al ter, it was eviden t that
b ur <ihe opinion pr evailed on th e
Bi&rme r in which he had exer-
cised his powers . To us th ere ap
pe&rs no ground cf argument lor
intrusting an officer of the crown
vrit b the , power s latel y assumed .;
for the stronge r . the accuser the
more car e sboul * be taken of the
defendant , and we have not seen ,
in any one cause tak en up by th e
pivseat attorne y, a shadow of a
fnason why ¦ the defendan t should
not have had the benefit of a
Gr and Jur y . The general , sent i*.
ment s deliver ed in "Parl iament , in
Ihe publi c papers , and hy a ba rris -
ter , in the prrs e©ce of Sir V*cary ,
ffili, we -dare say, prevent , m fai-
lure, the needless and vexatiou s
pru&eciui-ons which have called up
«o mu ch the -Qttenlion of the pub-
ttc Si r Samuel R omill y is niak-
3ng gi^at pr ogrt>s in the un prove-
Haent of rbe cru ninai law , an4, by
jpttrsev er ifcnce, wil l ca r ry his £awt ,
iord 8tanh <M)r did not succeed
4B carr ying ins bill for libert y of
^Gonscienoe, throug h the huii sc, but
a generaL sentime nt prcvailc 'd in

M& iavou r ; und , in fu tu re* ^»lcJ.i er s
will not be conipelUd to j >o to

OB1 TUAUY .

Wtl , March 14, at Euston*
WAll , Suffolk , ag^l 75, t he Dt'KE
w- GftA FTON. Tliu nobleman ,
wrifig t!*e bcttto* y^ars af aa -ex -
^ded life maintained si char ac

places of worshi p, ti ifferant from
their own. Lord Viscount Si*U
fiaouth gave notice of a motion of a
v:ery formidable natur e ; namely, &a
amendment ot the acts, the 1st of
WUhani ami M ary and -the I Oth of
Geor ge the Thi rd We hope thai
he will stee r clear of impa irin g the
libert y of conscience , ,iuiperfe ctly
as it is enjoyed in th is countr y ;
an ^l we dcu bt . not that the eyes of
man y will  be open to the tei\d«n-,
cy ot this motion . Muc h differ -
ence of op inion ha s prevailed be*
tiv een the growc k.r» M barl ey and
the growers < * 1 so^ar ; b^r rhe d-is*
tihati on of tht * latt er will pro bably
coaunue ; an ^l 5 sur eJ y^ it we &tt
obliged to import c < r  a £ru m fo-
rei gn nations , ou.i land ^ ought not
to be emp loyed ior the bti ^ l , wlisn
the cai omes can fill it to so mucii
greate r advanta ge . A committee
has been app ointed for considerin g
the mode of tran sferrin g paart *tf
<Ai r eastern populatio n, for the
pur pose of free labour i« the West
In dies . We trust that it wiiil tie
upon its gmard against anoth er ap©-
ciet* of slavery. Mr. Hoi>«<er ga»e
notice of a motion on ttae Budiion
report , which will oceasioiiia veiy
great and . interesti ng derbate * Tbe
message for the re lief of the- di&m
tre sses in Port ugal , was cordiall y
roceiv-ed, and the iegislatuv a co«-
cur n d in a vote for a hundwad
thousan d pounds , a vote vrhitih
u ^ il  receive the approbat ion *0f
every frn hd of humanit y^

ter so exemplary thai lie j t t o d  f t *
occasion to look hack for repute*
won to the origin of his femiJv.
The wealth and nobility of thm
firs t Duke was, indfeed , not thm
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reward of merit y havin g been be-
stowed on him when a child. He
was one of the sons of Charl es the
Second. His mother was Mrs *
Palmer , whom Charles is sai d to
have seduced immediately on his
arri val in London , while the out -
witted Presb yterians were blessing
themselves for havin g restored a
p raying king y whom the Episco-
palians were preparing , in their
liturg y, to cal l most religious.

This profli gate monarch solaced
the dishonour of the husban d by
the grant of an earldom , - and
created the wife Duchess of Cleve-
land * She was, accord ing to
Burnett , " a woman of great beau -
ty y but most enormousl y vicious
and ravenous ; foolish, but impe-
rious ; very uneasy to the king,
and always car ry ing on intri gues
with other men , while yet she
preten ded to be jealous of him. "
O. T. FoK i. 94.

The first Duke of Grafto n, how-
ever , appears to have acted . in
political life, in a better manner
than might have been expected
from such an ori gin. The histo -
nan, just quoted , who was no
flattere r, describes him as u a
gallant but rough man ," and
add s, that the desertion of " Lord
Church ill and the Duke of Gra f.
ton" w^s *' the last and most con-
foundin g stroke 9f to. James . " The
Kia g took notice of somewhat in
the Duk e's behaviour that looked
factious : and he said he was sure
he could not pre tend to act upon
principles of conscience ; for he
had been so ill-bre d , that as he
knew little of religion so he re-
gar ded it less- But he answere d
the King that , thou gh he had little
Conscience yet he was of a part y
that had conscience" (Id . i. 791,).
fkiB AObkrmaa was killed in 1690,

at the age of 27, while fighting for
the Revol ution Governme nt , at
the siege of Cork .

The second Duke of Grafton is
repr esented to have suppor ted
Whi g princi ples, but makes no an.
pearance in the political history
of his time , except that he was
one of the Viceroys of Irel and ,

Augu stus Henr y Fi tzro y, the
third Duke , was born in 1735.
He was first educated at Clapton
School , then under the care of the
Rev . Dr. Newcomhe . Fro m thenc e
he re moved to St. Peter 's College
Cambrid ge, where he completed
u very liberal education , though
he does not appear to have taken
any degree. In 1756, he was
appointed Lord of the Bedch amber
to the presen t King/ then Prince
of Wales. The same year , he
married his first Duchess, who
thus became a sacrifice to an am-
bition not singular in hi gh life, if
the story be true that she was pie*
viously attached to the noblein an
whom she married immediate ly
after the Duke 's divorce. In
1757, the subject of th is Obitua ry
succeeded to the Dukedo m on the
deat h of Ij is grandfather. In 1765,
he becam e princi pal Secretary of
State , and fro m 1766 to 1770
Fi rst Lord of the Tre asury and
Prime Minister , in which charac -
ter he incurre d the severe animad-
versions of the able , but still un-
known , J unius.

Durin g the Duke 's Pr emiership,
in 1768 , he was chosen Cha ncel,
lor of the Universit y of Cambri dge,
and took an earl y opport unity of
paying a tribute to Genius, without
a state nian 's usual regard to P0*1"
tical considerations. 4i The Duk«
of Graf ton," says Mr. Wakefield ,
(Gray , p. 165,) " wi th a disin-
ter estedness aud roagna niflHty* ^
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#ftcn found in courts , conferre d on
Mr. Gray , without any soli ci tation ,
the professorsh ip of Modern His -
tovy." The Poet ado rned the In -
stal lat ion with an Ode , too wel l
known to requir e any quotation s.
Nor did the new Chancel lor dis-
honour the choice of his Alma
Mater . He filled the station with
dignity, and communicated to his
University much of his own liber -
ality of sentiment * It must , how-
ever , be ad mitted that the choice
of the DukeofGrafto n ,in 1768 , dis-
played the preponde rance of p oliti-
calwer moral considera tions in such
elections. The Duke had indeed ,
alread y, performed what a moral -
ist calls one of the greates t acts of
tirtue ; he had cc stopped short
in the down- hill path of perdition/*
His wander ings in that pat h amidst
the snare s of rank and fortune ,
it would be equall y foolish and
malignant to detail * He had the
magnanimity, as we shal l soon find ,
to become on this subject his own
censor.

J n 176$, the Duke of Grafton
was dignified with the order of the
Garte r. The same year 9 being
divorced from his firs t Duchess ,
he married the Lad y who has sur -
ged him, and by whom he had a
lar ge family. He resigned the post
of first Lord of the Treasury to Lord
Nort h in 1770, but returned jto of.
fice, the nex t year , as Leid Pri vy
Seaynfluenced , as Rtr .Belsham re-
% * 7 lates,(Fun. Sernu) on good auth ori-
ty* u by the hope that he might
prevent the quarrel with America
from being carried to extr emities.
**ut when he discovered that in
•Pposition to his earne st remon .
Fr ances, government resiste d all
^°nciliati on, were dete rmined upon
^rcive measures , ari d would pay
H regard to the peti tion bro ught

over by Mr. Pen n, in 1775> whic
was emp haticall y called the Oli v
Branch , he fin al ly withdre w fro m
that adm inistration , and havi ng, in
a private aud ience, explained to
the monarch his views of the state
and dang ers of the countr y , if tlic
present measures were pur sued , lie
became a temperate , but firm op-
ponent of the ministr y which lost
America . In the year 1782 , the
Duke of Grafton accepted the of.
fice of Privy Seal , under the ad-
ministration of Lord Rock ingharn ,
and retaine d his situation after tLe
death of that trul y patriotic nobLe -
man , and the resi gnation of Mn
Fox . Upon the accession of the co-
alition minist ry in 1783, he resi gn-
ed his office , and never afterwards
resu med his seat in the cabinet/*

Mr. Belsham considers this pe-
riod of retir ement from public life
as probab ly the time when u this
venerable nobleman began to con-
secrate his leisure hour s to the
stu dy of the scri ptures. " An ear-
lier period may perhaps be assign*
ed. It is sai d , on the autho ri ty
of anothe r of the late Duke 's
frie nds, that he declined the degrte
of Doctor of Laws , customaril y
offered to a Chancell or , bnh is elec-
tion , because he even then scru pled
the required subscript ion. How-
ever that may be, his inquir ies,
prompted by wha t he had observed
in the nominally  Christian worl d,
led him u to the solemn and deli-
berate conclusion, that the Fat her
only is God ; and that he alone fs
the proper object of reli gious wor -
ship/' Mr. Beldam , to whom
we have been , and shal l be furthe r
indebt ed on this subject  ̂

goes on
to describe the consistency witfc
which the Duke now followed! lii*
convict ions. He corre sponded
with the v^wrable Lindiey, an*
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becam e a Tegular attend ant on
piltjlic Worshi p in his " cba pei ," a
{n rcotristatnce strange l y over looks
by â J ournalis t , - (Mo n. Ma i;. 31
2'4^,) Wh o at tribute s to t he lau
Duke 2b pamph lw,, fro m *vhich he
makes lar ge iiiapp liO ib lH quota-
tions , fiver y one who has r ead
j fp eleutherus , must k now that it
depreciates , public worshi p, and
recommends soli tar y . rather than
social religion. To M r. b%> ser-
tnoti we also owe th e/ following
interestin g extract* from *4 a small
Col lection of papers , printed for
the Duke^s family, and a few
friends /* to which we have al read y
alluded .

K Let not , any of ray fri ends*, tny ac-
qu&intanee , oar, if I may be allowed , the
utorid m general , . imagine that I could
raesumfe to embrace a form of public
worship, differin g essentially from that
<#¦' the cftna rcb m which I v*a$ bred *without 'motives considered to be suffi-
cient to jjAfttif y my conduct . I am
aware of all the responsibilit y which falls
updn me,ta .my own account ,as v/elI as
©n- that -ef others , An4; if I had done
thi s hastily, throug h levity, or witho ut
Uiat consideratio n and ample tnvesiiga-
ttbn vrhicii so awful a decision requir es,
^withou t a full per suasion tha t mar ry
titt &tfp tura l doctrrnefe *atid err ors were
mamUMR& ajud maintain ed, in the ar -
ticles, &c- of that church , I should, in-
fleod st^nd chargeable with a very high'
oflfeoce. " • '  u ¦ .¦ • - • 

¦ .1 / .
*<l&ttt , a& I can solemnly aver, that

lAoyfc acted, horei<%h.e sincere convicti on,
of my owni mind, 1 "flatter myself that I
shall stancl ' -acquitted , at least , in the
^trmui oh of those to -whom I am best
lttittWn * Tlftlt thcres porisibilty I have
tiOMJ? i qi> jp ysc\£ weighs often oa my
m^rul̂  and is mixed wich no small de«
gree" of alarrh , f will not riretend to deny.
siSSî ; Wfateh I (iofttp ate what \ do feel,
tPWh tWh at I, sbiMlML have Bufte rctl , had
I VBftfxjt ^gairifll t)^e cor iviction of my
tod ao4 hcart? ^a a point, so essential
or; my OTtJ r to Cod ariti man , tf ind a
&ftjrfort atand rcHrf, v/hkh the whole
iM^tttt&ldftbt , ia tbet^tlicr caje^ 

b^ve
tt&b&AA&im& . , t A  <% '*€ Howcyex,; I bom daily to lament.
akd J ik> xcgr  ̂vtmtitt* most 'Saitte *

soi*r ^v, t har -T tu rned not my -tlsofmk|§
more seriou sly to relig on , and par^ct!*larl y to all ' th a r related t- tha t of Chri stunt 1 I h d k»st bo many of the bSd;-,ys of y ife in the pu rsu it s ot evJr fsenscle*s diss . patron of th e t imes. O r ijan ndv igence of-the fashionable vicesof the a, e.

" Hap pv sha ll I be, rf by any th n?which has fallen from , oi may fall fro^me, I should be instr ;imental in loos-
ing othe rs to an earlier Htta chrne nt tothe pure religion of the g ^sptl and to'
rememb er tiieir Creat or in the days oftheir youth , while the evil days come
not , nor the years dra w nigh , when-
they shall say they ba e . no pleasure ia
them. Althou gh a thorough change of
disposition and of conduc t has brought
an inexpressible comfort to my
mind , yet let no one imagine that 1
possess the same confelence which I
know I should hav e felt , could 1 ha\e
viewed the days of my you th , even
with as little reproach as I trust I hare
passed my latef years . -Of this one
truth , however , let all young person *
rest assiired , tha t f  they are reas onably
satisfied with them selves as they are,
they woul<f becom e infinitely mrnre tr uly
tappy, by drawin g from the precept *
of the gospel the rul e for their conduct -
throu gh Lt e » And I may declare that
i'h an advanced age, I an i now en'joyirig
so much more sojid comfort , by trtrst **
i»g to the mercy 6i God throug h the
gospel of his Son, than I ever did iij
the days of my follies v Nor would 1
exchange if for any cdn ditidn of yout li^
wealt h, or worldl y joys, aicora ftattted
by a vicious conr»e , * .

ci My , interc ourse vcith the worl d rai$7
ed in me a suspicion , which the ohsefr
vati on of every f a y  cotifirrfie d, that man/
pers ons, in the more elevated i*anl * of4iftf
especially^ had littte or rj6̂ fafclifif lia $&
tru t^hs of the Christian religion. Thi*
suspicion in creased ray desire to exanyflC
wi th anprejudice :d ^ttentil oti the ' pftvnci-
ples on which tfts tmstn b£ GhrfetJ a*ri*f
wi$ said to be fdun ded. Brom'tBet^r
niinat ioti I ^avf a 1> and ant reaso ^ 

tQ. 
cop*

cludejtt aVthe/Cbr isVi^uifiligi^
mulgated to mankind b'y a p^r ofi seat
by, ar id actin g cifidter , the  ̂a«< hor hy <*
the Supreme Creato r and Pr server:,W
the nniyerse. it w^« »1^> apparent ^
me* 

jtJb ^t tbfo religion Jhad t>eea corr u^^
ed fiorn very j ear ly time*; by v

^
1
?^

ni^tttis i and that t%cf e cotf txptioni WiW
u t e & t e nfor&mripl a*to>i>f #t^ ^»m
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21y opiiii6» been the cause of rendering
the whole religion incredib le to many
men of sense, Who , on due examinati on,
would sooq have discovered that Chris -
tianity stood on solid groun d, and tha t
the corrupti ons of it alon e formed the
weak par t which was exposed to the
mockery and assault of every rash and
daring unb eliever.*'

It appears from the remarks of
Mr , Belsham , whi ch follow this
extrac t , that th e Duke 's secession
from the nationa l chur ch , was
entir ely u pon the Unitari an ques-
tion, as it is underst ood to com-
prehend the doctrine of the Divine
placab ility . He had no ** dis ap-
probat ion of religious establish -
ments as such , for of those unde r a
liberal constitu tion he appro ved /'
M He was well sat isfied" with u the
episcopal form of church -govern -
ment,'* and to " the form of
worsh ip pr escri bed by the litur gy
firml y attached. '9 Tin* secession
he maintaine d wi th perfec t good-
will towards those fro m whom he
separated . gi Havi ng himself ex-
perien ced the benefit of free in.
qui ry, he was desirous that the
same privi lege shoul d be extended
to others without any res triction. "

*. The conduct of this respec-
tab le nobleman , uniforml y cor-
respond ed with bis profession , and
teflected lustre upon his princi p les.
Cheerful , instr uctive , and unas -
suming m con versation , he never
obtruded the subj ect of rel igion.
"" -But where hecould use freedom ,
and knew that the subject would
K(>t be unwelcome, especially of
late years , his favo ri te theme was
^"gion ; and of rel igious topics,
that upon which he most del igh ted
to insist, was the infinite mercy
°'J»od as revealed in the gospel /'
liW?C cheerfully concurre d in, and
"PĴ lhr contrib uted to every temperate
J°« judicious plan for promotin g what
r*f onceivcd to be the inter ests of trut h
"ujirt ue ; and ik munificence upon

extraordinar y occasion s, and especiall y
to some distinguished per sons whom -he
regard ed as the victims of fr igotry and
intolerance , was worth y of the sp t cii-
dour of his rank and fortune. His
charity to the poor was extensive and
unostentatious , and he was pleased t©
employ those at almoners of his bounty,
who were best qual ified to select pro per
and deservin g objects , and to app ly it in
the most judicious manner. In eve ry
rela tion of life, he was j ust , kind and
exemplary. The sum and substamt: of
his religion, was love to God , and bene-
volence to man. "

It was wor thy of the Duke of
G ration 's atta chmeut to religiou s
inquir y, that he shou ld emp loy a
part of his amp le fortune in tkcili -
•tati ng the - study of the scri ptures *
With thi s view, he pr oposed to
print in Eng land , at his own ex-
pen se, an edition of Gr iesbach 's
Gree k Testament . He afterwards ,
in corr espondence with the learned
professor , determined to have an
edition printed under foV inspec-
tion , on pape r sen t by the Duke
from Eng land. Many of the
copies he distributed gratis , and
Sold the remainder , at a low price ,
to ministers of any denomin au
tion who app lied for them. Th is
servi ce to biblical students , has
been j ustly appr eciated by th eo-
logians of different sentim ents .

Thou gh the Duke of Gra fton
ha d scarcel y appeared in political
life, since 1783 , yet his sense of
the impolicy of the war with
France , and of its probab le evil
consequences , det ermined him ,
in 1797, to support an Add ress to
the Kin g on the State of the nati on ,
proposed by the late Duke of
Bed ford . In the Duke of Grafton 's
speech on that occasi on, (which is
preserved in Debr ett 's Debates ,
iii. 199,) he declares his opinion ,
that u a temperate parliam entar y
reform/' is a measure , u withou t
which the constitut ion will slip
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fro m under us;" and maintains,
afte r I^ord ¦ Bacon, u that every
human fabric, or establishmen t ,
Was subj ect to that decay arid cor-
rupt ion , which lapse of time
would necessari ly produce,''

In the following sbk-frm and
aWocling manner , the Duke closed
his ' p arliamentary life ,Tor' he does
Jiot appear afterwards-to have at-
tended the House of Peers : —

u As to myself, 1 solemnly pro test ,
that no consideration that the *fcfofi&
can offer wouJ d stand in com petition
with the comfort L feel, that , so far from
havin g abetted the pern icious counsels
'tvhich have brou ght on the downfal l of
the einpirc , I haye, to the Best of my
little abilit y, endeavoured by every cob-
3titut l©nal mean^ to prevent them .

•' Thus , hate I discharge d my duty to
the king, to my count ry , aud to my-
self ; for I Was early persua ded * that a
persevera nce in these pern icious mea-
sures would endan ger the crown itielf,
injure or-overthrow the constitut ion, I
would leave every man without excuse,
who, foreseein g the gathering storm,
did not exert himself to avert toe dread-
ful consequenc es*iv Before 1 reti re, to fortif y niy mind
against the calamities which are iast
*p$rc>achin g, and tojsrepare my family
f or that 'Whic h they Vill pr6b£¥ ry; have
to under go, I shall think it to be a duty
incumben t 6n me to lay, - before my sov-
ereign , the rea sons of my conduct ; flat-
tenin g myself that t shal l be ailo 'werf that
gracib u's hearing, vfrhieh his majesty has
so often /given, fortnerl y, to one, from
whose tongue, he never hearxl but the
dicta tes of the heart , as sincerely as
they are now delivered to your lord-
ships,"

Thv TJiike survived this address
near ly fdtirU'eh years. Dining
the Wb 'last yt-atajj Xi his health
had been dec lifting,'' and iie died j
after &n illrYess of some weeks.

This hobteftian does hot appear
to ^dve ptiblished any thing vvifh
his iianie, but a pamphllet has
been geher^lly ascribed to him ,
etttltteil u 'Mints , Submitted to
the SeHous Attention of the Cler-
|y/ &c. 'byatayniaii. 1780/'

Since receiving from » friend the
above Obituary of *he Duse of Gr. af-
ton , ^e have /been favoured with the
following letter , fro m a gentleman, in
his Grace 's confidence , to anoth er gen-
tleman , who had the happ iness of en-
joying the friendship of th is illustri ous
man * "After expressin g h*s satisfa ction
on hearing that so«ie puolic not ice
would be taken of the unju stifia ble
asc r iption of a pamp hlet of a deiStical
tendency, (A peleutheru s) by an anony-
mous pen , in the Monthl y Ma gazine,
t*> the Diikr , the writer proceeds —̂-u I wish that my pen were able to
do just ice tc the "worth and excellence
of the Duke of Grafton 's char acte r.
The point of \iew in %hich I thin k it
is to be seen to the most advantage is.
when he exercised his manl y resolution
in shakin g o& those habits of life,
which , in hisr intercourse with thegreaf
and fashionable world , he hail earl j
contracted , and too much indulged in.
He was a rare instance of a pers on in
high life, who had entered into the dis-
sipated scenes of it , and shared in inanj
of those follies and vices, which are too
common in that ^station , and at that
period ; who Had nothing to reclaim
him from this bourse, Bfit? hfe 6%n good
schae and serious -reflections ; Which
brought him to the exercise of h» rea-
son, a sense of duty , and the direc tion*
of his bette r judgrrient/ Wkh these
helps he apjp lied himself to the study
bf the scri ptures ,'wit hodt any bias upon
his mind , which might lead him to put
a forced construction upon their mean-
ing ; but. takirig the plain' sense which
the words 'Would bear /he became con-
vinced of the truth , impor tanc e, "and
reasona bleness bf the doctri nes which
they taught , and of the divine auth o-
rity ^hich urged tliehi upon ' the atten-
tion of manMhd. ^he fruU W 'tb fc
convictio n prodii«e d a new era in 'his
life. He had acted the .part of a tr u«
protestant , by  interpreting the scrip'
rures according to his o^h best judg-
ment ; he mtnecf oimtod tietf ern itdihtt
of a good Ghmtian , by^comrnu iiic^tioig;
to his childre n and family, those " JJ ^TibuVteeEectiibhs% > whicKhad led to this
*tinchAiion, Md f t&d ' jirciduced such *
change in hia life'and C6nd uet. " Hop-
ing, as he §ays, that «? these J ir>^y 

rc*
mind th em of the true -and honcft 'sen-
iilncn'ts of their fatliei , at ditferem
iimes, in* Ms tette r days.; and that. tb#
niay ^ccustoixi th«naselves ther eby

^j rnproyc their five9 more and v*>»
4if4>y day ^ y a iWdy of tkc Scriptuic
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1P&8 *TftfcCt* entitled <c Serious Reflec-
tions* by a Rational Christian ," was
printed, tout not publishe d . Six copies
of it were given to each of his childre n,
and a few to some par ticu lar fr iends,
"They will be a bequest to Ms children
of more \altie , and a greater blessing
tha n any thing he could leave behind
him. Ajid if ever t hey be permi tted to
be made publ ic, they wil l be of as^grea t
advant age to the worl d, as they are to
life own famil y;. As he claimed the
ri ght of private ju dgment for himself,
he was ready to grant it to others . In
order to disseminat e these liber al and
Chris tian princip les,, he published ,
(without his name to it) a sfnall edition
of' Mr. - ." Locke's Lette r on Toler ation /'
by which that invaluable tr eatise is be-
come accessible to those who ye not in
possession of the large r works of that
author , in which it is inclu ded. His
firm belief in the , tmth& of Christianit y
produced a practice suita ble to such a
persuasion . A sincere and rati onal
sense"of religion, and its dutie s, bad
an. influence on all his actions , and
shewed itseif in his: publi c examp le and
pnvate conduct. He had such a regard
for social wors hip as never to neg*
1&ct the publ ic exercise , of it 3 when his
health perm itted him. He was a con-
slant observer of. family-prayer , and on
every ^nday: evening, whatev er com-
I$ny was,, in, the house , they were ex-
HC^tcd to at tend to his rea ding some
«#a$on, or rel igious discour se, which he¦toad prev iously selected for that pur-
BP$e y of these 1 w,as a witne ss to, these
%t twenty year s He . suffere d much
frc rn, tli£ rheumatism for the las t two
3^3rs of his life> Jk^iit ho pain , however
great, could make,, him utte r an impa-
tient complaint , or a murmur against
tj ie. . dispensatio ns, of Provi dence. It
served a fetter pur -pose, by preparing
tys.mind , as a warn ing to him , of the
W&i l event which he saw approac hing.
H
^: bodily powers decline^ graduall y,

put ,his strength of mind remained in
fall vigour .; fjs , iatellccts and memory
^cre ^njur apa iired tp the lastf H e was
cpltiposed ̂ n4 r cojlcct^ci > al ways sensi bl c
of his f^iling^nd aciuiowledging th em ;
c^y^ssiri  ̂hi3rown luiworth jiness of the
icast- of Cod 's favqur s, but ' never relin-
J ĵM^

the fr ojpc 
pi immortalit y wh

ich
Mo^b^Ogiven. hir n.though J esus Chris u
¦MlSis, hope., he humbly and eain cstljr
Sĝ rac^d, a.n<i,ĥel4 f  ̂

to the end-
**c joined frequently in prayer with
¦°me onc of the family, arid as often
jjcSged their united pra yers to God for¦ln*. He took a most affectionat e leavs

of the Duches s, and of %his crhi ldi en , and
of those who were in the hoiite ; and a
few days after , when nature was quite
spent , he expired withou t a gToan , dying
in peace with theworUI , his family, an-d
wit h God ."

Further par tic ul ar s of the REV. B.
DAVIS.— [Vid . p. 18$, ]

This trul y amiable man , thoug h quali -
fied by his respectable talents and literar y
acquirements for some n^ore publi c and
hpnournbl e station , spent the greatest
part of his life in humble and obscure
situa tions , which are not always very
favourable to. intellectual and mora l im-
pro vement , bein g in general unconn ected ^
with stron g incitements to industr y and
applicat ion, and wantin g ,in iinmediate -
checks on indolence and Joeglcct., la
classical attainments ^ Mr. Davis was ac-
knowled ged to excel : he read the Greek s
and Roman Classics with critical exact-
ness, as appears from his notes in manu -
script . His compositions were marked :
for stren gth of thought , per specuity of
arran gement, vigour and often elegance
of expression . As a man , he, was all be-
nignity and love ; possessing^ cultivate d
mind , an d a most benevolen t heart , he
considered all mank ind as his brethren ,
withou t distinction of country, colour ,
sect , or pnr ty. To say that he had no im-
perfec tions would be, what cannot be
said of any human characte r s and that
the fail ings of a man of his pro fession and
sentiments should be misrepresented and
exaggerated is what might be naturall y
expected . Of him it may be said with
the most exact corre ctness , that he lived
contented and died resigned.

It is but proper to observe that he
wag deeply affected , by the uncommon .
kindness and attention , shewn him du-
ring the whole of his illness by the prin -
cipal members of his congrega tion.

In the following extrac t from an excel-
lent sermon , delivered at Evesham on
occasion of his death on 13th of January ,
1811, by the Rev . Dr. Toulrn in, will be

found a shor t account of his life and deat h.
" The occasion on which I address

you, niy Christian friends , bring * these
reflections and exhortations ,* home to

*- The subject of the Discourse addres -
sed to the congregati on was the •' Per f
man ence of Christianity," ftora Rcv»
xiv» 6* ** And 1, saw another ange l fl y
in the midst - of heaven , haying the
everlasting g9Sp elf to prea ch unto- them
that dwell on the ear th. *' The intro -
ducti on was a review of the existence of
ChVistian ity, throug h past ages, from \M
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your own case and bosoms. These re-
flections administer consolation on the
removal of an able and faithf ul advocate
for Christian truth and virtue. TJicse
exhortations point out * your duty on the
mourn fu l event. It is to sup ply the
want of his examp le and instru ctions by
such measu res as a libera l activity and
zeal may dictate .

c * It is not pro per to refe r to the death
of the Rev. Mr. Davis , without paying
a tribu te of respect and affection to his
virtues and memory. Exam ple speaks
t© our recollection and our feelings , it
instruct and and animat es , Vhen they
-who displayed it before our eyes^ are no
snore. Our worth y frieri d was born
at Go yt!e ,near Lampeter , Cardi ganshire ,
of pion« air * reputable paren ts on the
12>(\ o Oct ober , 1756^ He received his
c!a»*»ical lea rni ng* partl y under an Uncle ,
the Re v . J oshuaThomas , a baptist minis-
ter , at Leominste r , and part ly under
Mr. Esqu ire * at Here ford , hut princi pall y
under his brother the Rev. David Davis ,
of Ca .tle-Howel , Card iganshire , a gen-
tleman who?e name as a mieister and an
instructor of youth is well known in the
princi palit y and in different parts of Eng-
land. He went throug h a course of
academ ical iiucties , at Daventry , in the
seminary under the direction of the late
Rev. Mr. Robins and the Rev. Mr.
Belsham , successi vely: for both of whom
he always ret ained the highest venera tion.
He often spoke with admira tion of the
impartial ity with which the latte r was

first promu lgation to the prese nt day.
This it was observed , affords ground for
the character ascribe d to it in the text ,
as the u everlastin g gospel :" a charac ter 3
i£ was shewn fully just ified by the con-
tinuance of its existence, by the perma -
nence of its authorit y and efficacy, and
by the perpetuity of its effects, extend -
ing into another and eternal world .
The illustration of these points led to
the folio wing reflections -— Whit a pleas-
ing and sublime pros pect have we .to set
against the uncertainty and instabili ty of
al I human thin gs 1 That the consola-
tions of this truth ar e partic ularl y cheer-
ing under th<: circumstances tha t appear
unfavour able to the interests of truth and
piety. N.B. At the end of this head of
application , was introduced the memoir
#nd the address connected with it. An
Exhortation co adhere %o the faith and
^practice of the £WjpeJ ; concluded the
4U6COUT&G.

accustomed to state the ar guments prt
and con, in his lectures on contr o*
versi al subjects . It was a proof of the
opinion entertained by his tutor s of his
abili ties apd acquirements , that at the
expiration of his academ ical course , they
stron gly recommended him to be chosen
classical and mathematical tutor for the
Presb yterian academy at Caermar dien ,
then under the di r ection of the Rev.
Rob. Gentkman. Mr. Davis, from that
natura l modesty and diffidence for which
he .was alw ays remarkable , hesitated for
some time on accepting a situat ion which
he consider ed as of great importanc e.
When , at the importunit yof Mr.Bel sham
and other intelligent friends, he entere d
upon it , he discharged the duties of it
with credit to himself and advantage to
the student s, who always spoke of him
in the highest terms of respect and affec-
tion .

<c He con tinued in this post , till the
seminary was remove d to Swansea.
After this he resided some short time
at Carnarvo n ; from whence he went
to Liver pool , to fill the post of private
tutor , in the family of the ftev. Mr. Yates.
Hi9 nea t settlemen t was in the capacit y
of the minister at Walsall . After 1
short stay there he- was invite d to be the
pastor of this congregation , about the
year 1790, or 1791. This character he
sustained here about twent y year s,

c< I had but a slight acquaintance with
the good man , in whose place I now
stand , but it is with great pleasure , that
on a testim ony, the candour ana verac ity
of which is not to be doubted , I am au-
thorised to describe him, as a man whose
understandin g was stron g ; whose taste
was tru ly correct ; whose disposit ions
were most amiable , and whose conduct
toward s all men was upri ght and benevs-
lent. The prin cipal traits of his chara c-
ter were extensive and warm benevd-
Jeii ce, an inoifensivencss of conduct , a
readiness at all times, and to the best of
his power, to befriend tke afflicted ; can-
dour , mildness of temper , and a meekness
seldom sur passed . He waa diffiden t, al-
most to an extreme , contented in every
situation , never complaining, alway i
hap pily disposed under every adverse
circumsta nce, to give a favoura ble turn ,
under a firm and lively convict ion of the
benevolence and wisdom of God : the
benevolence and mercy ©f God were
often the subjec ts , of his convers ation,
and the great source ? of hi* hope, during
his last illness .

25f Obituary * -Uett . B. Davis.



** Trom the commencemen t of it , he
looked forward with great cbmpos ure
«od cheerfulness to his dissolu tion , as the
inevi tab le termina tion ; solicitous only
|br the supp ly of his pu lpit , and th at the
vacancy, which his <1 eath w«uld occasion ,
might be filled up '•/ a successor in the
str ictest xttus e of the word , an Unitarian *
and a scuouS y acfjve , and z ealous man
in the dutie> uf his ministry . He sup-
pdr teri hi>rap id decl ine wit h perfect equa-
Dimuy, in i , whils t his »t r cn *th admi tted ,
with .chceriii iae^s, of ten expressin g him-
sell widi dcvaticn ' cjf language and emo-
tipns of -i &y to those si ound him , on the
goodness of God. Death had 3)0 terrors
to hita ? he dail y expe cted it with a*
peculiar calmne ss and ^r enity of mind ,
and looked forward to it , without any
dismay , as introdu ctory to a ha ppy rest
and gfib'r irj u s resurrection : with a joyful
expectat io n , thou gh under a humble con-
sciou sne?* or many impencotions , at
being adm itted to the habitati ons of the
just.

/ •In the prospect of this end , a worth y
rela tive; who knew him from his earliest
years - wrote th us , ' w hen he goes he may
be said to Jiave J ived the most innocent ,
conten ted and happy life of aqy in his
age. Like the tree and independent
te air s of the air , he, with out murmur ,
recei ved the gifts of his fath er and sang
his praise in one contin ued an them of
grati tude , contentmen t, . benevolence,
and love."

ft YVmy Christia n friends , for a num-ber of years , knew and observ ed his vir -
tues , ye will remem ber them with affec-
tionate respect, Yc will recall to your
recollection his judicio us and ins truc tive
discourses . May the remembran ce ofboth rekindle the sentiments of faith ,vutue, and ; piety in your hearts J maytt c remembr ance of both , like the voiceot one speaking from the . 'grave , awaken7<mr cnoeavb ^rs and zeal j and invigo-Mt e, under a stron g convict ion of the im-portance of divine trufcL yoiir effort s topromote- kv

The objec t , Which chiefly interested
 ̂

mm
d, in hU ' last stage of life, was

1 } e cause fo  ̂ which h  ̂ had been« advocate might be ser ved with greaterect and Success by some one after his
JOjease.¦¦; May it not be hoped, that ye
A\ b5rt th ls coiiiidcrat ion be stron gly*£***¦*>"**& ir& hh views, and to
th- e yo<1  ̂V^st ĉnidjeayburs to ^hew that
£»***** ^de^r'to >ou, an d that
Cj£i n** tibopr in vain. With the
Cyu?m f *vtes8or, a§ well as with the

*«*& minister, i« dejpout ti , m SQtuc

respects , the treasure of the ever lasting
gospel, to be guarded , impr oved, and per-
petuat ed. It demands from you , permit
me to say, as you wou ld answer for the
use of so invaluable a deposit , your united
effort s to preserve and advance the cau se
of scriptural Christiani ty. But need /
say this ? your own p ious reflecti ons, your .
pwn judicious discernment admonish you
that the gospel , that important gift of
truth and grace fr4om heaven  ̂ demands
from you all the virtues of the Christian
character to display its excellence by y«ur
examp les. It demands your testimony
to it , by your regular and devout wor -
ship of God in the house of prayer , on
pure Chri stian princi ples. It demands
your cando ur , your frien dshi p, your
gener osity to him whom ye shall choose
to preach to you the words of everla sting
tru th. It demands from you by your in-
struct ions and examp les to inspire the
minds of you r children with a conviction
of its inestimable worth and importance ;
ana with a holy zeal to maintain the
profession of pure Chri stiani ty, when
your works of faith and labours of love
shall cease in the grave.

*' Fulfi l these sacred obligations , and
we may antici pate the happy effect* in
the revival of this congregation , in* the
future increase of its numbers , in the
establ ishment of* your faith, vi rt ue , and
hope ; in the Christian character , in th#
future immortal felicity of one and ano-
ther , who shall here after be born here
to trut h, God , and heaven/' D.

Coventry , April I $tl>, l 8l l .
1811 , Feb. l, J OHN H UR.

FORD , Esq. of Ha gley, Worces -
ters hire ; late ly, of Foleshill vnear
Coventr y , on a visit to his son, in
Birming ham, " He wen t from
home, apparent ly as wel l as usual :
he went from home to return
thither no more ! He knew not ,
nor w ere his friends apprehensive*that the day of his death was so
near. '** 'He , was a gentleman of
an enligh tened mind , well-in-
formed on silbjects of: religious
inquir y ; a Chris tian on convic*
tion ; a prot estant dissenter on
libera l princip les ; a warm frien d

* See Carpenter 's impressive Scrm# a
on •* Ignorance of the Day of out*
Death /' at Stftur bridge, Feb. I*, i8**»
p. «•
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to civil ^fid religious liber ty : of
ft ver y benevolent heart , a n^nof
strictint egrij ^y ; the ^cordiai fr iend .;
in. domestic life, affectionate and
val uab le, as ths husband and father ,
taking on kimsej f thelit q ra ryx Qdu-
cqjtioii - of hj« so$s ; an • Qxei&plapy/
professor of Christianity ; and ,
under the impressions of genuine
piety, an honourabl y member to
the religious societies, to which,
In different periods ^of his life, Ke
belonged : uniform and regular in
his att endance on public; worshi p^
an<i act ively zealous in thei ^ - conr
crans. He was the young er- son
of Mr. Murford , a native of Tiver-
ton, in Devon ,, but many ye^trs a
respectable coal-rae rchan t, in Lqji-
don? well known for his vigorou s
and patriotic exertions ,, for the in-
terests of the city and the liberties
of his country. The genteman , to
whose memory the esteem, and
grati tude of friends hip dictate this
tribute of; respect, resided, some
yestfs, ago a£ XJ ©tpi>rQnT.Styer)Q fr
and iu> thevcity of Gloucester * In
the former place, bi& name must
be recorded f;qr liis.pbirapth ropic
service s in favour of the Severn
Hum ake Society, which ori-
ginate d with tim and owed its
formation to his active efforts *
During his residence in th ^t city,
happened the Ri ots at Birmin g-
ham ; a disgrace to thq aera and
to the natio n. Mr. Hurfo rd,
though he did not «tgiee iti jud g-
ment on some doctr inal points
tyith the illustrious suffere r 14 the
outr ages of the day, was one of
the most read y to express his sense
of the great loSs sustai ned by him,
and of the distinguished merits of
Elr . Pr iestley : a tiam e  ̂on the.
mention of which , the Abbe ttaynal
ft#&9* ^ f̂eaw ĵ 9̂  M§N̂  f°r-
*î »e^re^act l̂y pulled 0$'thei r

heit^v Mr. Hu ffpr 4 dr« ^, ^p ^addr ess ; of condolence to him
from .the congregation of prote ^tat it
dissenters with which ha was con,
necte d , on that ocpasion . It hap-
pened , how^ver y not to J be sent ;
but is subjoine d to thi s memoir as
a proof of the libe ral ity of Mr .
Hu 'rford 's spir it ai*d sentiments *

*¦•

*•* A; Letter of Condolence fro m the
Society^of Protestant Dissenters who As*
sembl^for the Pur ppses of Public Wor-
ship, at the Gha pei in Barton Street ,
Gloucester, to the Rev. Dr. Pries tley.

" ¦Rev. Sir ,
*? Neither indifference to the cause of

religious and civil liberty ., or the interest
of the dissenten , nor .the want of sen-
sibility to you . as a man , a pnilobo phcr,
and a Chri stian , occasioned our not ad-
dressin g you before ; it bas been delay-
ed to the present time, on account of the
absence of several persons of our society,

"We sincerel y sympathise with you
in all your afflictions , your pers onal
danger , the distress of your famil y, the
loss of "your property, and your separa tion
from, your fr iends. I^ut our concern is
not confined to you ; We sensibly feel
the late shocking outra ges at Birming-
ham , as an alarming blow given by a
lawl ess banditti to the libert y and pro-
per ty Qf Englishmen at large ; and we
pity from ourliearU the feelings of all the
candid and liberal in the establ ishment ,
vrht * intist blush tb think th^t these out-
rages were per petrat ed under a prete nce
oflenri tig tne cause of thc .churc n* whose
members , we think , should, as a body,
have publicly, 4isow,ncd the ir approbati on
of them. We are sensible that not only
religion, and civil and religious liberty
have suffered m your person, Lut that
philosoph y and litera tjij -e have, by *»e
temporar y cessation of your labou rs, an**
the loss of your books and v^lu^ble aP*
paratu s, received an ioju ry which *?•¦
vhole world ofe science must concur &
long feeling and deeply regre tt ing. I(l
short , we consider the insult offered t^
the cause of libqrt ^, the di^P11011* ̂ °
to Christiani ty in general and protestantf
ism in part icular: ,̂  an$ the s^aqw ^
whifth' w<, as a tia tioa, are sunk bf a*
sarajge ignorance , bigotry, 9^d pfc**^
tib^̂ Mg an; inlje^feaViip, **M

iSm~ f m t i m ry**s~J<t>h* Bnrf ord 3 Esq.



these melancholy and tryin g scenes , we
cannot , sir , but greatl y admire the very
iiffere»t spirit which you have discover -
ed The calmness with which you have
tgk.cn the spoiling of your goods ; the ob-
loquy cast upon your character; and what
t wise and gdod man conside rs as ^the
greatest itiisfdrtu ne of all , the injur y done
to, what appears to you , the cause of
tru th : thi s, reli gion alone could have
inspired, while the fort itude with which
it is accompanied , proves that it did not
tri se from pusilaniniit y on the oile han d,
nor insensibilit y on the other , but from
integrity of heart , and the firmest per-
suasion of the truth of the princi ple9you
maintain . And, thou gh some in this so-
ciety do not embrac e all your religious
tenets , yet all sincere ly un ite in admirin g
the zeal , cahnne ssi fortitude , piety, and
charit y to your enemies, which are so
eminentl y conspicuous in your character ,
and which clearl y evince how powcr-
fclly the influences of Chri stianit y are
felt in your brea st.

w Sensible then, as we are, of our obli-
gation s to you , for your past unwearied
and. unremi ttin g exe rtio ns to enlar ge our
notions of civil and religious liber ty, and
lo promote a spirit of free enquiry, we

m yncorru pted Christianit y Unpatron-
Ued by ' the Great. —A Discourse deliver-
ed at Essex Street Cha pel, March 24,
lilt ; on the Decease of Augustus
Henry, Duke of Grafton . By Thomas
Bclaham, 8vo,

Cr itical Reflections upon some Impdr -
fcat Misre presentations containe d in the
Unitaria n Version of the New Testa *
nent. By Richar d Laurence , lX .£>.
Rector of Mershani , Kert t , $v6. jfs.

A Seteciidh from the Books 6( Job,
Pr overb s, Ecclesiastes , Daniel, and the
Afatf fpka. Intchd <sd for the Ute of
Schools and Famili es- By the Rev. B.
Carpenter. 13010. 28. or aos. per doizen.

Ignoran ce of the Day of our Death .
A Sermon preac hed at Stourbridge. on
jjjc»sion of the suddfen Removal oFMrs,
™«be iS^kin , tvho died Feb. 14, 1811,

*£ ****** Vear- Bv the same. 8vd. *s.¦ . Thoughts on Subscri ption to Articles
J ^Pjith ; in six Letters, addressed to
* Member oif the Society for Educating
Jo^nfe Ntetffor the Mimstry ,at Horiier -

^
Academy. By Robert Winter, V.r>.

A better Concern ing tfx* two first

cannot but ardentl y wish that you may-
be enabled to persevere in your useful la-
bours ; and in thi s wish the younge r pact
of our society desir e more particularl y
to unite.

tc And we heartil y pray thar/yourhealt h
and strength , your spirits and fortitude
may be preserve d ; that the Almighty
may gran t you support and consolation *equal to your trials , and that you may
long continue to instr uct and enlighten
mankind .*'

Died, in the prime of life, on TVIar ch
zj , 181 j, after a few days' illness, Mr.
SAMUJEE BROMFFfe LD, farmer , of
Friskney, leaving a disconsolate widow
and an only daughter to lament his' loss.
He was a member of the Unitaria n so-
ciety at Boston , ^Lincolnshire , and was
a very worth y, respectable , and pious
character. The doctrines of One God,
the Father of all , and of his love? to thfe
•whole human race, was his soul's de-
light; he bad been instrumental in in-
troducing these doctrines into his .neigh-
bourhood . He has finished hid course
and is gone, we trust , to his heavenl y
Father , to rec eive a never -fadin g crown .

J ' P-

Chap ter s^rLuke, a&iressctd to an Editor
of the improv ed Version . 8vo. pp. *%%.

A Defence of the Preserva tive against
Unitaria nism ; incjudin g a Vindication
Of the Genuineness of the Epistle to the
Hebrew s, in a second Better to Lant
Car penter, IX. D. occasioned by hia
Letter s, ad^ssed to the Autho r, intitled t
U^lt ĵ riaXiism 

the 
^Doctrine of' the GdB-

y tu  By ̂ Daniel V^te, B. D. Rector
OfPlynitr ttc, Devon, dnd &te Fellt rVrof
<Jrid CJallege^Oxfdrd. -tty ihit i if em

An App*£l "ttf the Bri tish Nation , on
the-Fblly £nd ^CSciMnWity of War. -Bj
Irenaeus. 8vo. • . .

Unitarianis m the Doctrine of the Goa«
pel : a View of the Scriptur al ground *
of Unitariani sm-; with an Examin ation
of all the Expressions in the New Tes-
tament , which arc g^6nera!ly £6iisidtt6&
'as supporting opposite Docttittfcfc By
X»ant Gar penter , JLJL. D. The «ccon4
Edition, with alterations , Pri c©6s. extra
boards. * ¦ ¦ . . . . . . .

' OT3kcrvAt i«ns rdktlh £ tb HclS^ioat
Edacation ; selected from MigcelkWWWfti
Observation s relating to Eflucation * Bjr
Joseph Pri^tlcy, JUL. ». F» R. «. 4<^

Select List of Books * §§$

^EX^ECT XIST OF BOOK S TOB 
A&TGf ls, ISI1.



*£he Edito r (jias received the pac ket , containing, —
For the Widov r of the Late Rev. J. Br cttell , . . il. o »
For the Unita r.an Fun d zl. • o

Also, the name of M. H. a subf crif >er to the Rev. W. Christie 's pro posed Dis*sertations on the Prophec y of Dan iel.
As it would , doubtless , be .hi ghlv gratif ying to Mr Christie to receive , in hii

declining age, assura nces of the respec t and esteem of the Friends of Tr uth iathis country, the Editor begs leave again to inform his readers that he shall be
happ y to receive the nam es of such as w ish to patronise the labours of this learne d,
conscientious and pious advocate of rati onal Christia nity.

The Secretary of the Unitarian Fu nd has received for this Institution the
following bene faction :—•

The Unitari an society, under the pastoral care of the R*v. T. How E,Bnp-
*•***, . . 45*. o o

We are permit ted to add that Mr. Wri ght hat alread y p roceeded a» Jar ai
Plymouth , on his Wester n Missionar y Tou r and is about to enter on Corn wall.
The repo rt of his extende d Jour ney will be laid before the subscrib ers tfr tht
Unitarian Fund , after the annual Sermon , (b y the Rev. J . Grundt , ©f Man -
chester ,) on Wednesda y, the 5th of J une : the substance of it will be afterwante
given in an ear ly No, of this work .

The inform ation for Mr . Lyons's Welsh missionary tou r, from Mr. Walla ce,
"was received ; and shall be communicate d, as desire d.

</
ERR ATA in the last No.

*- 153 for " CtAtuc *" read C*A«slia.
— 171, first col* 1. 19, from the top, for « w»> read Y#
—17*. second coL i. 9, from the bottom , for ~ their ," read tbit.
— *74« fi«t coL .L %$, from the bott om, after " Aloses," place a period instead of*

colon ; and for « lastly," read Lastly .
— \*l$m second coL at die end of the first para gra ph, from the top, place a note of

interro gation. ,
» 

¦

*** Our readers are inf ormed that on the \$i of J un e next the
p ast volumes of the Monthly  Repository will be raised to the pr ice oj
the present volume, i. e. to Lj . 6d. p er Number . Tliis measure vMl
tioty we trust, le comp la int d of by  our Subscribers , as this early  *o*
tice itill enable them to procure the Supplemen t to the last volume, and
to compete their seU, before the advance on the old p rice will k
mmi *.

C O RR E S P O N D EN C E .

( 9S§ )
s

Several Communica tions arrived too late for inser tion. We cannot undertake
to give place to any general arti cles, the same month that they ar e sent ; oc
to articles of Obitu ary and Intelli gence after the ooth of the mont h in which
tbey are intend ed to appear ; or to ajjp &tisernents after the a$th . ,




