MONTHLY REPOSI& ORY

& -

wxw.

-

T /zeolog y and Genmal therature.

@,, .
No. LXIV.] “PRIL N
'BIOGRAPHY. *
L s ey SR
Aocount of Mr. William Christie, ed, the editor will do. meahe jus-
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delpbza : Written by Himself.

[Extxacted frcnn the Preface of “Dis-
sertations on the Unity of God, &c.”
lately published by him at Phxladdphla
Concluded from p. 138.]

HE sale of the second and

largereditionofthe Disconrses

o the Divine Unity, published at
Montrose in 1790, was still more
1apid than the former edition :

in 1792 there was not a copy 'tc
‘be'had ‘in London or. Edinburgh.
TheUnitarian Society of L.ondon,
‘who had taken off a conmsiderable
part of this edmon,
‘adopted the work: into the num-
“ber of their  pooks, proposed to
me in 1794, through the medium
‘of their secretary, the Rev. Tho-
mas Morgan, to have ‘a third

‘edition printed at their own ex-

pense ;, but for a, particular rea-
son 1 declined the proposal;
though 1 now repent that I did
decline it, as the object I had
then in view did not succeed. In
Auture, if that society. shall in-
cline to reprint that work, they
have my full consent to do so;
for I do not consider
seded- by the presenit Treatise,
Which is composed on quite a dif-
ferent plan. “All T have to say
isy that if it ever shall be reprint- .

VoL, vi. 2c

it

to -
:body of fathers, commentators,

and had
the Enghsh Polyglott, Dr.,..

subscriber,

it as super-

‘tice to say in an advertisement
prefixed to the work, that’ I ‘ad-
here to the roper Urzfarza'rz tHEEP=
premfzom of. Scripture. contained
and that I consider the
Arian comments  as’ ‘no further
useful than as a nrattés of mform-
ation or curiosity.

'When I composed, first printed,
and reprmted these Dlscourses,
I was in posséssion’of a far more
numerous collection of theologi-
cal books than T'have immediate-
consisting . of -a - formidable

biblical ¢ritics, .&¢. amang»whreh
books were more than-fwen
editions of the Gree‘k*‘l‘es’t"mx

nicott’s Hebrew Bible, Woxde S
Fac. Simile of the Alexandrian
Manuscript, to which I was a
Lex1cons4~‘ A Ob&tbr-
dances, &c. R O

I was at great pamsup. Jan:
sulting and comparing the, vy

readmgs of that all-lmp
book,

%%

the Greek Testamerﬁ,

Mill, Kauster, Wetsteint; Giiet
‘bach, and sometimes the POV m

glott. and therefore in this pre-
sent work I refer occasnonally to
these Discourses. with respect to
the various readings. \

In 1791, having been greatly
moved by the accounts of thc
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bhorrid riot' at Birmingham, I
wrote and published An Essay
on Ecclesiastical Establishments
in Religion: showing their hurt-
ful Tendency ; and that they can-
not be defended, either on Prin-
ciples of Reason or Scripture.
"T'o which are annexed, Two Dis-
courses on Rev. xiv. In the fol-
lowing year 1 took my farewell
of the Society of Unitarian Chris-
tians at Montrose, in a Discourse
delivered November 18, 1792,
but not published till Spring 1794
~when I removed from the neigh-
bourhood of Montrose to Glas-
- 8—°W’_ ,

At this period, having carried
on my inquiries as far as I
thought it possible I could do,
“and being then in the forty-fourth
year of my age and arrived at
falliimaturity of judgement, I
. a positive decision on the
¢t of the Pre-exittence of
£ 3—Tejecting it as'a notion
siconsistent with the general
st .of Scripture or the nature
pgs, unwarranted by the
es’ creed, and the purest

of ecclesiastical antiquity.
hes not follow, though I
dong in coming to a con-
SO this subject, that others
e so too; or that there
¥eat dubiety or difficulty
jéstion. 1 have some-
:blameable timidity and
hesitation- in my temper, and 1
believe. that - having received the
first impressions ot Unitarianism
when very young, from Dr. Clark
.and other eminent Semi-Arian
- or Arian ‘writers, these early im-
pressions stuck long upon my mind
- dnd made the decision a more
difficult task to me than other-
~ wise it would have been. I passed

in a course of years through ail

"\A

is' and most authentic ac--

Account of Mr. William Christie.

the different stages of high Ariap.

ism, proper Arianism, low Ariap.

ism, and a state of Suspens, il

at last I found rest for my souliny
the scheme of the proper humanj.

ty of our Lord; in which lag

system I can truly say, that I,
have had more peace of mind, ,
joys and comfort in religion thap

I ever had before I adopted it;'
and therefore I have no reasop!
to repent of my determination,—,
But leaving all these past events

and considerations, I come now

to speak upon the subject of the

present Dissertations,

My previous studies having
qualified me for executing a work
of this kind, I composed these
Dissertations at leisure hours in
Spring, Summer, and Autumn,
1794,. in the city of Glasgow,
and delivered each of them when
composed, the same year, to the
members of the Society of Unita-
rian Christians in that city, and
others who attended at their place
of worship. I had been pre-
viously invited to Glasgow with
the unanimous consent of the
Unitarian congregation there,
and the approbation of their for-
mer preacher, the Rev. Bartho-
lemew* Spencer, who wrote me
a very kind letter- on the subject,
and removed soon.after my art-
val to attend the medical college
in Edinburgh, and from thence
to Birmingham, where he pro-
posed to practise as a physiciant.

* Mr. Christie mistakes the name of
this gentleman, now residing and pur-
suing the medical profession at B]'ISt?"
which is not Bartholomew, but Begyamin:
E».

+ Mr. Spencer had formerly been 3
Baptist mini&er in England, and had
given up hiscongregation in consequenct
of having embraced Unitarian principles
Hé came to Edinburgh and comment
the study of medicine, I first saw big
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These Dissertations, composed
and first dehivered as before-men-
tioned, are in general the result
of an impartial and critrcal inves-
tigation of the sense of Scripture,
of much study, research, and ap-
plication, joined with extensive

reading of the best Umtarian
writers in Latin and English.
Some advantages I have no doubt
derived from the perusal of every
author of merit and reputation,
but not so as to render a particu-
lar acknowledgment necessary.
Socinus and the Polish Unita-
rians, with Hugo Grotius, and
the English Unitarian writers of
the seventeenth century, have
been useful assistants in some
places. I have profited by the
Paraphrase of Le Clerc and the
Comments of Abouzait, in com-
posing my improved translation
and paraphrase on the Introduc-
tion to John’s Gospel. Both these
I published at full length in my
- Discourses on the Divine Unity *;
but I thought it would have a
better effect in the present work
to publish an entire new para-
phrase of my own; in the com-
position of which I laboured
much to express with fidelity the
true sense of the Evangelist, and

to set his sublime conceptions in

-~
—

in that city in the yvear 1791, by means
of the Jate worthy Mr.James Purves, and
wis much pleased with his conversation.
He afterwards went to Glaszow, and in
connexiod with Mr. Palmer was useful
In fqrwarding the progress of Unttarian-
M in that city. He was an edifying and
agreeable preacher, amd possessed ta-
lf{ﬂ_ts for argumentation and debate. I
visited his congregation at Glasgow in
December 1792, and delivered some dis-
courses to them; which visit, with other
Prévious circumstances, laid the foun-

datjon of my removal to that city- after-
wards, ~

* 24 Edit. p. 206 to 211.
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a brilliant and conspicuous point-
of view. e

I have adopted some valuable
thoughts from different writers in
the Theological Repository, and
some from my late dear friend
Mr. Palmer, before mentioned.
I have derived some precious
hints from the great Lardner,
delivered with much simplicity
in his artless but touching man.
ner, which I have endeavoured
to enlarge upon and improve to
advantage. I acknowledge my-
self indebted to the venerable
Mr. Lindsey. (whose numerous
and valuable writings on the sub-
ject of these Dissertations I have
often read with pleasure and ime
provement) for some sentiments,
expressions, and brief quotations.
To the late Rev. Dr. Priestley 1
am indebted for some occasional

‘thoughts of great moment.

ith respect to the Scriptural
quotations in these Dissertations,
which I have collected and ar.
ranged with great care, on which
I rest their credit and authority,
and which are in themselves of
inestimable value, I may truly
say with strict propriety, in the
elevated language of the Latin
poet, that,

I have erected @ monument more
lasting than brass, and bigher than
the regal elevation of the Egypiian
pyramids, wbhich nesther consuming
rain, nor wiolent awind, nor ar in:
numerable series of years and lzpse
of ages can destroy : but which will
continue to exist in vigour, and exhi-
bit an uniform and undecayed front,

for ever*.

* Exegi monumenlum cere perennius,
Regalique situ pyramidum altius : '
Quod non tmber edax, non Aquilo impoterns
Possit diruere, aut innumerabilis
Annorum sertes, et fuga temporum.

2¢c 2
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After the delivery of these
Dissertations in Glasgow, I was
diverted from the thought of pub-
lishing them there by engaging
in a Sunday evening lecture, in
which I gave an exposition on
the Revelation. This exposition
was far more popular and better
attended than the delivery of my
Dissertations had been; and I
was advised by a friend to pub-
lish an advertisement on the sub-
ject, whichI did in the following
terms. .

~ ¢¢ It is proposed to publish by
subscription, a treatise entitled,
An Illustration of the Propheti-
cal Part of the Revelation of
John, in the Form of Discourses
or Lectures; in which the ob-
vious  or probable sense of the
text will be succinctly explained,
and the events alluded to by the
sacred prophet, veiled for the
most part under sublime figures
and metaphors, will be elucidated
by-an abstract of historical facts.
T'o this publication will be.pre-
fixed a preliminary Dissertation
containing ‘a vindication of the
authenticity of this book, a dis~
play of its utility, with:remarks

on some of the most celebrated.

expositors and their schemes.”’
T'o this advertisement was an-
nexed, An Address to the Public

Non oemnis moriar, multique pars mei
Patabit Lititinam. Usque ego posterd
Crescam laude recens, dum Capiiolium .
Scandet cum tacitd virgine Pantifex.

o | Hor. Lib. ILI. Ode 30.

- Y am mot an original in the application
of this passage of Horace to a serious
purpose, On casting my eye on a note
in the Panphin edition, 1 find that Jerom
made a similar application of it many
centuries ago, in his epitaph on Paula.
I am pleased. to think, that I have the
authority of a learned’and respectable
Father to countenance ‘me in my' me-
thod of applying this passage. |

‘by this time,

- Aecount of Mr. William Cbristie.

on the subject of the Revelatiop,
of , three pages.length, bearip
date, Glasgow, 27th Marcﬁ
1795. Several subscribers were
procured for this proposed pub.
lication in England and Scotland;
but not so many as to render it
safe for me, in'my then depressed
situation, with a numerous fanily
of eight children all on my hands,
to undertake a work of this diff..
culty and magnitude. Besides,
(towards the end of
July 1795,) having been impress.
ed with the threatening aspect of
public affairs in my mnative coun-
try, as well as affected with some
private incomnveniences in my own
situation, I had come to the re.
solution of emigrating to the
United States of America. I
therefore laid aside this design,
and published a short paper sig-
nifying my intention in this re-
spect.

With a sigh, T bade farewell
to Glasgow, to Edina’s lofty
towers and fair Scotia’s realm*;

* Whiie I lived at Glasgow, I was
happy in the acquainiance of several
worthy and respectable citizens.of that
place ; and particularly in that of Mr.
P. Houghton, a young man of a pious
and amiable disposition who came from
Eongland, and then attended the Divinity
class in the University, and preached
occasionally for me; mow a dissenting
minister in England. .

The reader who feels himself in any
degree interested in the parrative, will
naturally inquire, how the societies of
Unitarian Christians .in Scatland pro-
ceeded af.cr the removal of Mr. Palmer
and the departure of Mr, Spencer and
the Author? I shall endeavour to stat
what I know of the matter as briefly 3‘51
possible. The.Society of Montrose ha
no public meetings after I left then)
Forfar fell into a state of derangement it
a short time after its institution. Gla&-
gow subsisted for some years under W0
or three successive preachers. The Uni-
tarian Spcieties, properly $Q cajled, 0
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and embarked with the greatest
art of my family at Greenock,
Augustﬁth, 1795, in a vessel

bound for New York, where 1
arrived in the beginning of Octo-
ber. In the latter part of the
voyage, 1 was seized with a slow
fever, as I suppose of the nervous
kind, and when I landed at New
York was in a state of great de-

o*==

Edinburgh and Arbroath, are I believe
nomore. [My friend, Mr. Robert Millar,
a respectable merchant, formerly a
member of the Society at Montrose, and
who afterwards attended Mr. Palmer’s
meeting in Dundee, has, in conjunction
with Mr. Matthews, kept up the society
at Dundee éver since Mr. Palmer’s re-
moval.] ’ ‘

In England I am happy to announce
a far more glorious and triumphantstate
of things with respect to Unitarianism.
There were Unitarians in_England atthe
time of the Reformation, and several
persons suffered death or imprisonment
for the profession of the truth. For 150
years the cause has been supported, less
or more, by learned writers, able
preachers, and distingnished private
Christians, o

The Unitarian Society formed at Lon-
don in 1791, in a manner connects and
combines all the noted men of that pro-
fession, throughout Great Britain, in
one general body. A similar society on
a farge plan of that kind, was afterwards
formed in the West of England. And
by a letter, accémpanied with a paraph-
let, which I received near three months
ago, from a respectable Unitarian mini-
ster in the vicinity of London, 1 find

there is a third generzl society formed,

called The Unitarian Fund, the object
of which is to afford encouragement and
Support to popularand itineraut preach-
ers in different parts of the country, in
order more fully to extend and diffuse
the knowledge of the truth. - An account
15 given of the ptogress and exertions of
Mr. Wright aud other Unitarian preach-
€s m different places of England and
Wales. . Mention is also made in this
Pamphlet of the Unitarians in Scotland,
and particylarly at Paisley. ‘

N A very useful periodical publication
“',1? beer; set on foot at Loundon, entitled,

*he Monthly Repasitory,” &c.

)
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) -
bility both of body.and. mind,
The yellow fever was then in that
city, and a great part of my, fa-
mily were either affected with it
or other disorders. I had to en-
counter many difficulties, em-
barrassments and unfortunate.in-
cidents in that city; but experi-
enced at the same time the kind
attentions of some pious and
worthy persons, which aHeviated
these distressing eventsnot a little.
I removed to Philadelphia to-
wards the end of December,
where I remained till the 9th of
February 1796, when I set out
for Winchester in Virginia, and
my family followed me there in
Aprilfollowing. | |

After some attempts, by con-
versation, letter-writing, and
lending books, to propagate the
Unitarian doctrine in a private,
familiar way, with little or no
success, 1 recited these Digserta-
tions a4 second time in the Court-
house at Winchester, in Autumn
1799, to crowded. audiences at
first, but in the sequel to very
thin ones. I wished much then
to have published these Disserta-
tions ; but as the subject. was un-
popular and the publication would
have been expensive, 1 did not
attempt it ; but contented myself
with writing and printing 4 small
pamphlet-entitled; - |

“ A Serious Address tg the In.
habitants of Winchester, on the
Unity of God and Humanity of
Christ: with a List of Theologi-
cal Treatises, ta be afforded to
the Perusal ofthose who may in-
cline 10 make an Inquiry into
these important Subjects.”” Win-
chester, 1800. T

‘This Address, I advertised for
eleven months in the Winchester
Gazétte, and concluded the ad-
vertisement by a solemn protest
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against the Trinitarian doctrine
and worship, published  the 31st
of December 1800, the last day
of the late century. I confirméd
this protest in a farewell address
to the people of Winchester, pub-
lished also in the Winchester
Gazette of the 20th of May 1801.
- My next settlement was at
Northumberland Town in this
state, where after having resided
near seven months, I began to
preach, and continued to do so,
generally once a fortnight, for
the space of more than four years,
viz. from Christmas-day 1801
to February 1806, without - con-
cealing or dissembling my senti-
ments; though I did not there re-
cite these Dissertations. I hereby
express my grateful acknowledg-
ments to the good people of Nor-
thumberland and that neighbour-
hood, for the candour and atter-
tion with which they heard me,
from first to last. My good
wishes will ever attend them, and
my prayers be offered up in their
behalf to the heavenly Father in
the name of Christ, I am in-
debted to that place for several
subscriptions to these Disserta-
tions, for which I return thanks.
While I resided at Nortliumber-
Jand I composed the following
pleces. |

1. « The Doctrine of the Scrip-
tures, concerning (Gobo, JEsus

CurisT, and the HoLy SreiriT,

briefly stated ; and accompanied
with Remarks on Observations
on. the Divimty of Christ, ascribed
to Judge Rush ; which appeared
in the Sunbury and Northumber-
land Gazette of September 20th
last.”> "T'his piece was published
“in a small type, in Mr: Kennedy’s
" paper before mentioned, of the
25th October 1804,
near seven columus.

and filled .

Secount of Mr. IV illiam Christie.

2. « A Speech delivered at the
Grave of the Rev. Joskry
Prigstrey, LL. D. TF.R. §.»
&c. Northumberland : .1804.

3.« A Review of Dr. Priestley’s
Theological Works, with. occa-
sional Extracts, expressive of hig
Sentiments and Opinions, and
Observations on -his - Character
and Conduct as a Christian Mi.
nister.””  When I removed from
Northumberland in February
1806, I left this Review, pre-
pared for the press, with Joseph
Priestley, Esq. who published it
the same year, in Dr. Priestley’s
Memoirs, Vol. 2. Appeadis,
No. 6. " r

At Pottsgrove, where I resided
from February 1806 till near the
end of that month 13807, I had
no opportunity afforded me of
public speaking, and I must add
no desire for it; though I lived
agreeably with some worthy peo-
ple in that place. \_

Since my coming to residein
this city¥, I have engaged m
public worship, and other reli-
gious services, with two different
classes of men of the Unitarian
denomination ; and neither of
those societies have answered my
expectations 1n all respects;
though I had the satisfaction of
parting with a majority of the
members of the Independent so-
ciety in ari agreeable manner.

I doubt not but that 1 Irnght
resume my labours in this way,
if I were so disposed ; but I think
I have already employed, and
may in future employ, my 0me
on the l.ord’s day to more spirl-
tual improvement and advantage
to myself and others, by private
devotion and the study of the

B

* [ arrived in Philadelphia with 0¥
family, February 26, 1807.
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Scriptures, than I could do in
preaching to a very small con-
gregatiof, most of whom, as they
are pious and moral people,
stand in little need of my instruc-
tion or admonition.

William C /.rristiqg

November 15, 1807, and ended
February 28, 1808, when the last
Dissertation _
though the evening service itself
was still continued on the subject
Besides, I of the Prophecies of Daniel till
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was  delivered ;

am now come to the eveming of May 8th. A considerable num-

life; and wearied nature craves
some respite from continual toil.

ber of hearers attended the recital
of the Dissertaticns at first 3 but

A period of twenty-seven years the audience gradually declined

has elapsed, since the commence-
ment of the Society of Unitarian

till near the close, when it was
almost reduced

to the proper

Christians ‘at Montrose in Scot- members of the socjety.

land, in August 178I. During

all which time (with little inter-
val) I have been more or less ac-
tively engaged as a preacher in
different places; either in my
ewn country, or in Virginia and
Pennsylvania. It may now be
becoming, at least not inglorious,
to leave the nseful and necessary
duty of public speaking on the
Lord’s day to others, greener in
years and _firmer in strength. than 1
am, and to wish them success in
the name of the LORD*.

Ia the place of worship of the
Independent Society. of Unitarian
Christians of this city before men-
tioned, were these Dissertations
rehearsed for the third and last
time, as a Lord’s day evening
service, which began on Sunday,

* The Rev. Mr. Lindsey, of Essex
Street Chapel, Strand, London, gave
over preaching at seventy vears of age,
though he was then in tolerable health,
and Jiving on the most agreeable footing
wntp his congregation, who regretted his
resitnation. My increasing infiFmities,
with the various trials, reverses, and dis-
asters,"that I have experienced in human
life, have probably made me as old (if 1
May so speak) at uear sixty, as that
®ood man was at seventy. Add to this,
that I am under the constant necessity
*f labouring for a worldly subsistence for
myself and family. It is high time,
therefore, as Horace says, that ¥ should

be d.Onatum rude, ‘¢ released from active
Rrvice,? -

The Author considers the pub-

lication of these Dissertations, as
the most useful labour he was ca-
‘pable of performing for the glory
of God or the benefit' of man-
kind; and as far exceeding any
service he could render to reﬁgion
or piety by his ordinary preach-
ing to- such small audiences as
generally attended him.
be regretted that the effect of
preaching is but too "often mo-
mentary, and that good impres-
sions wear off very soon; but a
printed work on an interestin
and all-important subject, is cal-
culated to have a permanent ef-
fect, and is always at hand to
renew its first impressions.

Itis to

"T"he Author humbly ‘trusts

that these Dissertations will con-
- tinue to do good, and to promote
the knowledge of the one Geod, -
and the ore mediator betaveen God
and ‘men, the man Christ Je.us, when
he shall sleep awish bis fathers, and
be numbered among ad.
But though the work should not
have any considerable ipfluence
or effect, though it should even
be neglected and despised ; yet
none can deprive him of the ac-
complishment of one main object
which he had m view by its pub-
lication. It bas been a work long
projected, of ardent wishes, and
of many prayers; and the author, -

the dead.
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by_executing his purpose at last
by means of painful exertion, has
relieved dnd discharged his con-
science, and removed a burden
from his mind.

Inhis former treatise
a full

11s fa he bore

full and complete testimony to
the supreme and unrivalled - ma-
jesty of the Father as ibe only true
Gsd, but came to no positive con-
clusion ' concerning Jesus Christ
awhoms be batb sent, further, than
that he was € a being inferior to
‘God, dependent upon him, and
acting by. his command and au-
thority ; or in other words, his
Son, Servant, and Mrssenger ; and
by, the Father’s appointment, the
Messiab, or only Mediator be-
tween God and man.” © "This last
point, though clearly established
and proved, still left the mindin
astate of suspense and uneasiness,
respecting .thenature and charac-
ter.of our Lord, viz. whether he
was to be ranked ampng angelic
or superangelic beings; or consi-
dered as one of the human spe-
" cies, perfect amd complete in
piety and all moral virtue ; and
thereby as the captain of our salva-

tion, the author and finlsher of our

faithy affording an inimitable and
salutary example to all his fol-
‘lowers. The present Daisserta-
tions, after exhibiting a full proof
of the Unity of God in the per-
son of the Father, decide this
important question explicitly, and
establish. the Messiahship and
Proper Humanity of Jesus, by
strong and cogent arguments.

. The Anuthor, therefore,. has
now borne his full and complete
testimony to the truth asit is in
Jesus,  to the pure and sincere
milk of the word, calculated to
nourish the human mind, and
make it grow in grace and good-
ness, and ju a meetness for ever-.

. 'dc@o’zml qur W, i[)iani Christic.

lasting life. Lf, therefore L
work shall be well received, L¢
will rejoice and be thankful; by
though -it should be otherwig,
he cannot be deprived of the
sweet consolation of having dope
his duty, by serting the cause of
God-and truth, according to the
best of his knowledge and ahility,
This is a reward -that will be
his, both here and hereafter.
" Above all things, it becomes
the Author, with unfeigned hu-
mility and self-annihilation to
express his gratitude to the Fa.
ther of mercies, and the God of
all comfort, for making his un-
worthy servant an instrament in
promoting the knowledge of his
truth, and the gospel of his Son;
and for granting him strength
and ability to begin, carry on,
and finish this work. Ir any
thing good or wuseful has been
performed in it, if any important
truth' has been set in-a clearer
light and established by more
powerful arguments than by
formmer writers, to him alone,
to his great, glorious, and ador-
able name be all the praise as-
cribed! -
" The satisfaction I have derived
from the accomplishment of this
work, and other useful un-
dertakings that I have been en
abled to perform, I consider as
a balance to many seemung
evils that have befallen me
and a means of support under
them. ,

I have scen so many sad
changes and vicissitudes take
place in the world; 1 have €X
perienced so many trials, d}ﬂic‘ll'
ties, and disappointments in ht-
man life; that I have been som¢
times ready to say in a despond-
ing moment, with the chfe‘”
philosopher, All is vanity
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vexation of spirit®, or with Addi-
son’s Cato,

~—

O Lucius, I am sick of this bad world.”

But I correct myself. Though
such melancholy apprehensions
may sometimes arise in a man’s
mind, and cast a gloom over it,
yet it 1s extremely wrong to give
way to them, or to suffer one’s
self to be influenced by them ; as
thev must necessarily have a ten-
dency to check that spirit of ge-
neral and ardent benevolence,
that a Christian ought to cherish.
\ Such thoughts when indulged
imply ingratitude to God, whois
infinitely wise and good ; and are
injurious to mankind, as they
hinder a man from taking a sufhi-
ciently strong interest in their
concerns, so as to act his part in
society with vigour and alacrity.
The earth 1s full of the goodness
ofthe LORD; he does not grieve
willingly nor afllict the children
of men. The means of happi-
ness, at least of' content and re-
signation, are in every man’s
power. Life accompanied with
an ordmary share of health, and
any tolerable means of subsistence,
1sa great and singular blessing,
particularly to those who do not
thmk it probable that there is any
state of conscious existence be-
tween death and the resurrection.
Life is the accepted timé and the
day of salvationt ;—the time for
securing the divine favour, being
ll_se.ful to mankind, overcoming
Vicious propensities, and laying
N a stock of virtue and piety,
which may stand us in stead here-
after. Psal. cxv. 17, 18. « The
dead praise not the L.O RD, nei-
ther any  that go down into si-

' afmtg

* Fecles. i, 14.
VOL. vy,

lence. But we will bless the
ILLORD, from this time forth and
for evermore. Praise the LORD.”?
Ps, cv. 8. ¢ Glory yein his holy
name : let the heart of them rea

joice that seek the LORD.”” Phil.

iv. 4. “ Rejoice in the LORD al-
way : and again I say, rejoice.”’

These are noble and cheerful
sentiments. T'hey check the
risings of chagrin and discontent,
and spread a sacred serenity over
the mind. The true Christian
medium is,—not to be worldly-
minded, nor over fond of life;
nor yet wantonly and ungrate-
fully to despise its proper busi-
ness,—nor even its sober satisfac-
tions and innocent enjoyments.
Intellectual and moral pleasures
afford still higher sources of de-
light; and devotional feeling
completes the pitch of human fe-
licity. Phili 1. 21. ¢ Ior to meto
live is Christ, and to die is gain,’”
says Paul, with exact propriety.
A good man ought always to be
ready to depart, and yet willing
to wait the divine call. |

Father of Christ! to thy sure hand,
My health, my breath, I trust;
Apnd iny flesh waits but thy cominan
To drop into the dust, !

Psal. xxiii.  Ixxiil.
1 Pet.i. 3 to 5.

25 to 26.°

PHILAD;LPHIA, 25th Oct. 1808,

Historical Account of the Dissenting
Congregation, Barastaple, by Mr.
Badcock ; with Pearticuiars of
Mr. Badeock, by Mr, Manning.

Exetery, March 27, 1811,
SIR,

In the Supplement to the last
Vol. of the Repository, (p. 621-—
632,) Dr. T'oulmin obliged your
readers with an amusing extract

"+ 2Cor, vi.2:~ -from the Historical Account of

2D
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theProtestantDissentingChurches
n:Cambridgeshire, drawn up by
Mr:i: Robinson.. Dr. Toulmin
mentions it as -communicated to
bim. by Mr. Thompson, without
being apparently aware of Mr.
"Thempson having collected simi-
lar accounts-from nearly all the
- ¢counties in the kingdom. About
80 years since, Mr. : Thompson
showed me a large folio volume,
contaming these little histories,
very fairly transcribed ; and if 1
am not much mistaken it was de-
posited in Dr. Williams’s library,
in Red Cross Street. About the
time Mr. Robinson sent his His-
torical Sketches, Mr. Towgood
and-Mr. Badcock sent similar ac-
¢ounts of different congregations
in . Devonshire.  Mr, Badcock
gave.-me a copy of what he com-
municated ;- and his history. of
Barnstaple, where he was settled
for many-years, is drawn up in
such, :a .vein.of pleasantry and
pointed ‘appositeness of expression
as will-amuse your general read-
ers,: and 'will forcibly recall to the
recollection of those who were
personally: acquainted with him,
that brilthancy ‘of style, and live-
linéss df -disposition, which have
oftén delighted them. - \
: .©Mr. Badcock ~was.a native of
this’ ecounty; and was born ac
South:Moulton in 1747. He re-
eeived his grammatical education
ander Mr. Palk, the minister of
the:tongregation. On the death
of Mr. Palk, he was placed under
the care .of Mr. Coleridge, at Ot-
tery. - At.16 he beeame a pupil
in Mr. Lavingron’s academy at
Otrery, and-on the death of Mr.
Joavmgten remoied. to -Bridport,
where he:tinished his studies. He
begamwto ,preach :in .1./65, when
hewwas w190 and, firsbsettled
at Winbourne 1in Dersetslure.

Here he continued till the yey
1770, at which time he removeq
to Barnstaple. The congregatioy
at Barnstaple were much p%eased
with his public services ; but hj
private character became at lag
so very exceptionable, that it was
judged prudent of him to retire,
He accordingly left Barnstaple
in 1778, and was chosen at South
Moulton. Not finding, however,
his situation among the dissenters,
through his own conduct, so el
gible as he could wish, he quitted
the congregation in 1786, and
soon agér conformed to the
Church, and had a curacy within
four miles of Exeter.  His health
soon obliged him to relinquish
this situation, and he after-
wards engaged himself as an
assistant to Dr. Gabriel, at the
Octagon chapel at Bath, andhad
a very considerable share in writ-
ing the Bampton Lectures, pub-
lished by Mr. White. He died
May 19, 1788, He was a man
of very extraordinary talents,
His edugation was confined, but
his own attainments were won-
derful and various. There was
scarcely a subject-he was not in
some measure acquainted with,
nor any branch of literature that
he had entirely neglected.
The reader b'e'f"ng acquainted
with these cirqumstances, which
were published, I believe, in some
periodical paper about the tme
of his death, will read with more
interest the following short nar-

rative. | .
| JAMIES MANNING.
“BARNSTAPLE.

“ The dissenting congregation
in this place ‘was originally ga-
thered by Mr. Jonathan Hanmet
(grandfather- of  Gay the, po?t.,)
and Mr. Oliyes. Peard. = Mo

lanmer was a man of very con-
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siderable abilities and great appli-
cation.~ He: wrote a treatise on
_Christian . Confirmation, recom-
mended by Mr. Baxter. When
Charles I1. granted an indul-
géme in 1672, the congregation
built a meeting-house near the
Castle, and .formed themselves
inté a regular church on the con-
.gge"‘fz;ti‘dh‘;l}_ plan, under the pas-
tpt‘s%ﬁ_pﬁpff Mr. Peard, who, by
the approbation of the people,
chose for his -assistant Mr. John
Hapmer,, the son of his former
colleague. In 1692 Mr. Han-
mer was chosen co-pastor; and
after the death of Mr. Peard,
Mr. Hanmer was desired to take
upén hitnself the whole of the
pastoral ‘office, which hs com-
plied with. As the congregation
was very large, Mr. Hanmer was
prevailed on to choose an assist-
ant. The person fixed on was
Mr. William Peard, son of the
former pastor. Some disputes
which took place when Mr. Han-
mer was incapable of ministerial

duty, which disgusted his frieads,

occasioned their separation from
the rheeting at the Castle, and
they built a very commodious
chapel in the Cross Street.

“The first candiddate for the
séparaté congregation was a Mr.
Birne. = A blander he made in
the pulpit was the only cause of
his being" rejected. He was to
preach a funeral sermon for an
old gentleman well-known, which
drew a large auditory. The poor
man hag, forgotten to note down
where his text was to be found,
He told them (with a disconcert-

ed air) that he¢ believed the text

was in the Proverbs, but he was
ot certain; but the words were
89),2’1,nd so. Thisunlacky blunder
Was the parent of a' thousand
thirrs,,  His sermon was a very

Y I R R | .
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‘chaos of crude divinity. Some

were chagrined,; others disgusted;
and a third sort went away. gras
tified with something to maked
jest of, "The —preae%er wWas. oD
much mortified to risk a second
attempt, and the people that s
vited him ro0o much mortified:to
desire him.: This Mr. Birne af-
terwards ' settled - at Hammer-
smith, and in his latter days
made a worse blunder than at
first. He conformed to the establish-
ment, and became so enamoured
of his canonicals that he wore
them all day long. But, poor
man! he was near seventy. When
the Cross Street chapel was com-
pleted, the congregation invited
Mr. George Boucher in the year
1706 to settle among them . and
Mr. Peard, of the Castle. meeting,
dying, he was saucceeded by Mr,
John Powel, who before that had
been settled at Blandford.. MFf.
Powel’s orthodoxy as to- the
Trinity was unquestionable, ‘but
in other matters suspected, as will
appear from the following anecs
dote. An old lady of Dorset-
shire, who was then near 90,
boasted of her early attachment
to Calvinism ; and to give an-ins
stance of her zeal, - said, : that
though Blandford, where Ms
Powel was then settled, : $was
within a very short distance from
her house, yet every Sunday: foi
ten years she rode to Wareham
to, hear one Mr. Clark; though
it was at least twelve miles from
where - she lived. - Upon béing
asked by a gentlemman - what was
her fancy for putting herself to so
much inconvenience, she replied
very heartily, that she preferred
riding through-dirty roads, a long
and tedious way, 'in quest of- Mr.
Clark’s gospel, to going over the
threshold © of . her door to hear

b aral@ e Ao L) "_:\.
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Mr. Powel’s la;w. The people at
Barnstaple had nét so. much zeal,
and Mr. Powel’s laiv went down
for- géspel which was eyident by
their unammous choice .of him,
About a yéar before his death he

became incapacitated for minis-

terial 'werk, and Mr, Thomas
Bishop was invited to be their
pastor. FHe settled at Barnstaple
-Fan. 1720." Mr. Bishop was
succeeded by Mr.. John VValmnd
in the year 1738. Mr. Boucher
at the Cross Street meeting grow-
ojg exceedingly infirm, a union

the, two congregations under
‘Myr. Walrond took place. Mr.
Walrond dying in 1769, the
nmtec{ congregations invited Mr.
:ﬁadcock to settle amongst them.”’

.Lm.’ qf Mr £ ran,élmzd 5 Pujﬁzl.s
C'aftzzm/m’jramp 10.
May 26,

NaTrLanp.,
1*6 Jnhn Héywood
]7 Eliezer Heywood } 1674,
T hese were both sons of Mr.
Ohver Heyu ood, who .was born
at Leaver, near Bolton,: Lan-
;ashxte, and _ejected 1662 from
Cbie 1n Yorkshire. The former
- of Lhem was first settled at Ro-
{hgrham, from whence he ‘re-
moved to. Pontefract. 'The other
was munister at D‘onﬁeld n Der-
byshxre’, where he died in 1730,
a, ed 73.. He had a son named
Ilezer, who for many
preachedz at Mdnsﬁeld where he
died in 1783, '

Mz, Heywood, ]ate of Potters-
pury in Northamptonshne, was
f the same family ; whom Mr.

Wnlson, in his History of the
Churches in London, has stran ge-
ly. confounded . with Mr. Hey-
~ tvard Qf SMver Street, who ded
| above 50, years ago, at an carly
age. -

1»%{ Tf;gmas. Colton. e

- Ltst of Mr. Frankland’s Pupils. -

19. Chsistopher Richardson.:.
20. Godsgift Kirby.

‘These three were admitted gt
the same time with t‘je two for,
mer.

21. John Bowles, June 20, }674
22. John Nesbitt, =28, ,
" He was many years p’lStOl‘ of
the Independent church at Hare
Court, Aldersgate Street, Lon.
don. There is a good engraving
of his portraitin 4to.. .He had 3
son a physician in the city,
23. Joseph Boyce, April 16,

He was born at Leeds, and
was settled as a minister in Dub,
lin, in the same .congregation
with the famous Mr. Emlyn.
He was the author of a consider:
able number .of writings, which
are collected m a larrre folio vo-
lume.

‘74 Shadrach Sherburn, Apnl‘Z‘)
David Lister, May 12, 1675

He died young, to the oreat
grief of his worthy parents, who
lived near Bradford Y orkshire,:-:
26. Deliverance Larkham, June

- 10, 1676. '
27. Eliezer erch
28. John Downs, }F b. 9,

29 Timothy Halliday, Mdr.

. Richard Sykes,

. John Ray.
32. Joseph thtworth Aug
33. Robe"t Langstaff, ——-——-Z?

'94. John Byram, March 17
years

He was first at Stockport and
afterwards at Saddlesworth,
35. Edmund Butler, 24. ‘
86. Saumuel Angier, A pr. 24, 16"7

Most probably he wa : the son
of Mr. John Angier, who had
episcopal - ordination, and Wwas
ejected from Denton:in Lanca-
5hlre. . He had a brother szmuef
Angier in the ministry.

87. Robhert Meck, April 24.°
J8 Nathaniel l*kywood Apr. 2D,
. He 'was undoubtedly the som
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(ggnrskirk, who died aged 44,

the-year this his sorr went to the
2 e} .'* LoneT o

ggdkogert Shaw, May 3.

40. ~Robert Carr, June 20.

41. Henry-Latham, Oct. 5, 1677.

. He:was the father of Dr. l.a-

tham, a physician- at Newcastle,

L
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who was oné of the hearers of
Mr. Benjamin Pennett,. and. pub-
lished some of his posthumots
discourses. * U O
42. Joseph (or Joshua) Eatom,
- ~Apnl4, 1678. T
Qu. Whether he-ias not the
father of Dr. Eaton of Notting-

~
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- MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

On the Advantages arising from
- Sects and Parties.

.. March 6, 1811.
Nothing .is° mere common
among almost all classes of seri-

ous Christians, than to lament

and.cotnplain of the great variety
of sects and parties . irito which
the religious world 1s -divided,
and to express the most ardent
wishes that these differences of
opinion could be done away, and
that all mankind could by some
means or other be made to think
alike, This sentiment is become
so general as to be assumed by
many as a sort of .axiom or first
principle which admits of no dis-
pute, and in fact seems to be al-
'most the sole point on which the
contending parties are all agreed.
“Since truth,”” they say,  is one,
and the means of attaining it
¢qually open to all, why should
not 2l be: led- to the same con-
clusion ?. T'o. say nothing of the
bitter fagtjons and contentions

vhich religious. disputes have oc-

casioned m the church, the wvio-
1‘:‘n,t passions.which they have ex-
tted, the crimes and persecutions
1o which these passions have led,
Mmay they not -afford a plausible
foundation  to . the objections af
th.e unbeliever, who! may perhaps
with some appearance . of  ‘justice
QFJW.Q@; that - we: should ' first

agree among ourselves what
Christianity, before wé recom:
mend it to the acceptanceé of
others ? Besides, may not the dis-
putes and controversies amomnj

the various parties who all agré
in professing to beliéve the Go-
spel, have a very uithappy effect
not only -on the minds of * those
immediately éhgaged, ' whom
the good seed may be choked u

by the thorns and weeds 'of  idle
debate, or ‘the sprouting Ylani:
blasted by the storms’of violence
and acrimony ; but *also ' on " the

4 ro

more unlettered but well-disposed
disciple, awho is either’ induced
by this example 'to"distegard, the
fundamental and “practical "prin-
ciples of his teligion, in oPdér Yo'
direct his whole atténtion’to thoss
which afford room for strife” ahd
debate, or-else, disgusted’ with
endless disputes, whére no ceft: ?i%
footing can be obtidiped, 1S temprs
ed, to - give up 'the ‘wl olé- fhna
abandon himself to-a' hopegless.
scept‘ic'isri}?”' : o -” l I_‘h‘. ‘
All this, and more,” is”saiajﬁ(f
: < TR Ly el le T
those who are accustoméd tb,in-
sist upon. the evils "arising fiom
this diversity of ‘sentihient, >’
cannot help thinking, ' hdwetvet,
that theit comiplaints dre A ltfgi
misplaced; thdt tlie ' evils which.
they ascribe to this dis psiﬁi n'gf
things are eithét gtégﬂj‘ xapd
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gerated, or are justly referable
to a different original; and that
the many advantages which at
the same time result from it are
not sufficiently regarded. My
reasons for thinking so, I shall
now beg leave briefly to state. 1
am the more induced to do this,
because many advocates for a re-
higious. establishment have en-

deavoured to found upon this

supposed undeniable general prin-
ciple a strong argument against
all dissenters. They first make

a great display of the importance

of unionand harmony, and expa-
tiate in strong language upon the
1mpany evils attending a public and
avowed dissent from the autho-
rized doctrines; from which they
conclude that in order to avoid
these evils we should be justified
in preserving a complete silence
with regard to our peculiar opi-
nions ; nay, that it is even our
duty to do so, though we should
consider them as essential parts
of our Christian faith, if we would
escape the charge of a separating
sectarian spirit. If we grant
them the principle upon which
this argument proceeds, it must
I think be admitted to possess
considerable weight, and I con-
fess I do not much wonder that
- many persons chould have consi-
dered it as perfectly unaunswer-
able. But itseems to me that we
are not at all required to conce/de
to them this principle; but may
oun the contrary maintain that a
perfect uniformity, either of reli-
gious faith or religious profession,
would not be attended by the be-
nefits-which they expect from it ;
and, so far from being an object
which it is worth while to make
constderable sacrifices :to attain,
1tin itself by no means desirable,

This-is_the' point which.I wish to

On ihe Advantages arising from Sects and Parties.

establish by the following obser.
vations. -

In the first place, we seem tg
be led very forcibly to .this con.
clusion by observing the univer.
sal prevalence of -t'hat -diversity
which is so much complained of,
In no period of the history of hu.
man knowledge have mankind
entirely agreed in their opinions
upen any subject of mquuy. In
the present age, when our know.
ledge 1s in many respects so much
extended, we do not seem at all
less remarkable for this disagree.
ment; and therefore, judging of
the future from tlre past, we have
no reason to conclude that the
sentiments of mankind are ever
likely to be exactly adjusted to
cne common standard. It would
be visionary to suppose that a
time will ever come when men’s
opinions upon every speculative
point which now divides them,
and excites controversy and dis-
cussion, shall be fin.lly settled and
agreed ; that those knotty ques-
tions which have in all ages occu-
pied the thoughts of the learned
and reflecting part of mankind
will ever be finally determined;
or that one universal comprehen-
sive creed is ever intended either
here or hereafter to receive un-
versal approbation and consent,
though deciding questions on
which men never consented be-
fore, Such an idea would bfi mn
the highest degree absurd, since
the thing is in 1ts own nature im-
possible, Such an universal agree-
ment in all points never can take
place while human nature ré-
mains the same. Dafferent per-
sons must always be placed 1
different situations; they must
alwavs be exposed to the mfluence
of different circumstances: ther
connexipns, their mode ,Qf Life,
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théir fortune, their state of health,
the climate nnder which .they_ hv_e,
and 2 thousand other things, will
aﬁi}a’ﬂys' ha_yf: sqc.h«.f an effec‘t upon
their habits, "associations, and’
general modes of thinking, as
pot merely to preclude all idea
of such an universal agreement
on all ‘subjects, but, perhaps,
even to render it impossible for
any two to think exactly alike.
This insuperable bar to a com-
plete uniformity of sentiment
upon speculative pomts, there are
those who will deplore ; but, as it
seems to me, with very little ap-
pearance of reason. If such be
the case, . would it not be wiser
to set ourselves to examine whe-
ther the advantages attending this
constitution of things mray not be
more than sufficient to compen-
sate for all its inconveniences ;
and to endeavour to trace here
the marks of the same kind pro-
vidence, by which the constitution
of the human mind has been, in
other respects, so admirably
adapted to the situation in which
it is placed? We may depend
upon it, that a sort of union and
barmony, as it is termed, which
the Author of our being has
rendered utterly inconsistent with
the constitution he has given us,
Isnot in any respect essential to
our happiness or improvement.
He is much too wise to make
the welfare of his creatures de-
pend upon impossibilities. I would
go further still, and maintain

that this harmony is so far from

being necessary, that it is in no
degree desirable; that it would
bea very lamentable circumstance,
and” would “deprive this life of
many of its enjoyments. This
(il{fgi:ence of opinion, for which a
Provision is thus made in the very
tonstitution of our natures, call
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it heresy, schism, or any other of
the bluck names that have been
invented for it, is nevertheless one
of the most effectual means em«
ployed by Providence for securing
a constant attention to the most
important subjects of human in-
quiry. Though curiosity or the
desire of knowledge be in itself a
very powerful principle, it is not
always sufficient to incite te those
exertions in its pursuit which are
necessary for its attainment. For
this purpose it is often requisite
that the attention should be
forcibly drawn to the inquiry,
and a strong sense of its import-
ance impressed upon the mind by
incidental circumstances. Hence
it follows that a difference of
opinion which necessarily excites
discussion, awakens an interest
in 'the subject, which stimulates
attention and inquiry, and thus
leads the minds of men to a minute
examination of many subjects of
the highest importance, which

otherwise perhaps would have

been altogether overlooked or
neglected. The history of every
branch of human knowledge may
furnish us with numberless ex-

amplesofthis efficacy of discussion

i promoting the discovery of
truth. The disputes which have

so much occupied philosophers

during the last fifty years respect.
ing the comparative merits of the
theories of chemistry which have
been brought forward, have very
much contributed to the improve-
ment of that science, by directing

the attention of able and ingen:-

ous inquirers to the subject, and
by inciting them, in order to the

Mlustration of obscure, or the es-

tablishment of disputed positions,
to prosecute experiments and in-
vestigations, often expensive, dif~
ficult, or laborious. Thé contro-
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“wersies which have at different
times been -agitated concerning

-the foundation and standard of

morals, - have attracted a much
_greater number of thinking men
to devote their time to the im-
‘provement of ethical science ; and
the consequence has proved high-
Iy beneficial. For though their
views of the subject have been
various, they have seldom been
found mcompatible ; so that by
unitiog the labours of all, we are

eniabled to erect the edifice of

morality on a more extensive and
stable foundation, than we could
otherwise have hoped for. In
short, I believe it is a truth
which cannot be disputed, that in
zlmost all the inquiries which
have éver attracted the attention
and curiosity of mankind, they
have been chiefly spurred on to
mvestigate and to acquire a com-
petent acquaintance with the'sub-
ject; not so much by a mere dis-
- mterested thirst after knowledge,
as by some dispute, some contro-
wérsy i which they desire to di-
‘stinguish themselves. Itis to re-
flections, to industry, and to inqui-
ries saggested by such motives,
thit we owe many of the most
importantand valuable discoveries
‘m all the arts and sciences ; and,
‘¥ may add, it is by the additional
motive thus thrown into the scale,
‘that many have been led to attend
more to subjects of still greater
mmportance than they otherwise
‘mighthave done; that their minds
bave been forcibly drawn to con-
sider the thingsthat relate to their
everlasting peace ; that they have
been induced to examine the
grounds 'upon which they are
athorized to take up the glorious
‘name by which they are called.
X5 it ot destrable that we should
“kr.ow and thoroughly understand

a{i;i
bring against 1t, but by t
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the evidences of religion, b
natural and revealed ; the tyy
strength of the testimony upon
which we found our most elevateg
hopes and transporting expecta:
tions ; that we should be able
give a reason for the faith thyt i
immus? Why then should we ],
ment the influence of those differ.
erices in opinion,. those dispute;
and controversies, which haye
led so many to attend to these
subjects, who would otherwise
have altogether neglected them?

Another important advantage
of those controversies which the
opposing sentiments and opinions
of mankind have a tendericy to
excite, is the minute and rigid
scrutiny to which every doctrine
or theory is subjected before it can
be generaliyreceived as true. The
mfluence of this scrupulous ex-
amination, both in preventing the
easy admission of error and in
promoting the cause of trath, is

-too ‘obvicus to require more par-

ticular illustration.  Simce the
htiman understanding is neces-
sarily lable to mistake, itis im-
possible for any degree of cautton
10 lead us in all cases to the truth;
but we have thus the fairest pos-
sible chance of success. When
subjected to this ordeal error wil
most commonly be detected;
while those doctrines which are
founded in fact will only be still
further confirmed and established.
The attempts of its opponents 0
overthrow the truth, can onlycon
tribute more fully to display the
immoveable rock on which
stands. The Copernican systemn
of the heavens, for example, 01
its first appearance was immedr
ately assailed not merely by all
the arguments which a compar
tively unenlightened age cold
‘umtfd
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farce; of - prejudice, :bigotry and tions but like: gald: tried: by, the
superstition. - With these it was furnace must - emerge :from . the
destinﬁd"t'oﬁ‘”age a,long and appa. s;rﬂvggle bl‘_ight@,ﬂ@dv and puri ﬁied-
sently dubious . contest; but- over Accordingly, I #@m not one of
these it _has’ triumphed ; and it those who regret the opposition
owes to their pertinacious and db. which now prevails against the
stinate opposition, the accumula- Unitarian doctrine. If it be, as
tdon of a mass of evidence which 1 firmly believe; the faith deliver.
places its truth beyond the possi. ed to the saints, I ought rather to
bility of a’cavil. .The Newtonian rejoice at it, for then all the art
theory of gravitation was publish. and industry of its opponents can
ed at a time when the suffrages of only serve im:the end to set its
nearly all the philosophers of Eu. truth in a more conspicuous point

i

rope weie engaged by an hypothe- of view. |

ss of a widely different nature, That the disputes and contro.
It had to make its way therefore versies to which these djfferences
in opposition to rooted prejudice ; of opinion give rise, frequently
it was subjected to.the severest excite violent contentien and af.
examination ;3 every objection was ford food for the angry passions,
brought forward in all its force, I am willing to admit; but sach
and the ground disputed ipch by food is never wanting where there
inch. But the consequence was is the dispositian tp seek for it
that at lemgth it'was wuiversally and at any rate, we-ought to.cone
admitted, and shown to be suffici. sider that.a world which is confess.
ent.te account. for all the pheno. edly a state of trial and probation,
mena, and @stablished. on a kind wneither can ror ought to.be want.
and degree of evidence which can ing in those circumstances .which
never. be overthrown. Nor has -are fitted: to. .call mto exercise the
this . severe scrutiny. been of less virtues of forbearance, self-com.
Important service to'-the interests mand and self-denial; and which
of religious truth. The christian may at the same time. afford :us
system itgelf was for a- long period abundant scope for the cultivation
the theme of bitter contention. The of those dispositions-of charity.-and
powers of thip world - rose :up in candour which are so nécessary to
array against the Gospel, the phi- the perfection of the christian-chaa
fosopher opposed -it by argument, racter, and are most likely to fit
and the wit by ridicule, so that us for a place where dis¢ord -and
every thing was minutely sifted contention.shall for ever ¢ease.
and cauvassed. Their unbelief Forthe improvement and perfecs *
may. have been a misfortune o tion of such heavenly dispositions -
them, but it has been a great bless- this is the best of all possible
Mg to us who have in consequence schools ; "and -when we consider
Ieceived the grounds and reasons the heat and violence which too
of our faith in their full force. often prevails in the management
From, the disputes and divisions of of cantroversics, particularly when
Whsaquent ages, the same benefi- thé name of religion can in’ any
Gial effect: bas resulted. . No doe- way.be.introduced into the. diss
e thay. comes from God can,’pute, there is;surely. no spectacle

Il to stand the test of examin@« more pleasing and heavenly, thap

YOL. vi, I Q2 E ’

!
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to see men 'of learning and integ.
nty though warmed with- a zeal.

- vus ‘tegard for what they conceive:
*to be -the truth, proceeding with
“e#ndour ‘and’ modxerat)on to the y
discuassicn of impertant questions,
. and '€oncluding the coutroversy

without i the least i injuring those

- seritiments - of esteem and respect.
‘which at its eommencement they
'mutually entertained.
- advantage which- &tgh‘t to be dc¢-
“rived, and which is intended to be
derWed from-the disputes attend.

'This is the

~ ing the unavoidable differences in
* opinion among men; and the spe-

¢

- cimens ‘of - thig temper and spirit
~which: Occasmnally offer ‘them-

selves to ‘our’ notice, may perhaps
ii'some degrte tend to compen-
sate for the too frequent display
of a violence and acrimony which

-cannot ;be. contemplated without

pain, and which sometimes leads
to still more fatal consequences.
The warmest admirer of the

talents ‘and ‘character of Dr.
Pmest]ey cannot,
. avaid regrettmg the vehemence

I should think,

and asperity which too often ap-

__quite a sufficicnt one.
.. of controversy should not merely
- adapt his language to the charac-
.., ter of his oppenent, but to his own
.” character and that of his readers:

Wr in his controversial writings.

- That his -adversaries deserved it,
- which in some instances was per-

is an excuse, but not

haps true, |
A writer

. ‘That Dr. Priestley however could

'adopt a very different style when he

. had a respectand esteem for his op-
. _ponent, we have several illustrious

examples to prove.
.. pondence with Dr. Price on Ma-

His corres-

terialism and Necessity ; and his
dispute with Archbishop

@ospels, are conducted with a

New-
'ticome won- the Harmony. of the

. On.the .,ddvantages arzsc’ng from Sects and' Paﬂze!.

spirit of moderatlon a.nd goocf &y»

‘per which may furnish perhaps ¢
sufficient atonement for the bitter.

ness and acrimony of his attacks

upon Horsley aund Reid.. Other
examples of the samre p]eaemg de.
scription might be adduced. from
the annals of controversy, which
prove that it s perfect]y poss1ble,

~ for sincere and conscnentlous per-

sons to agree to differ on the most
important sub_)ec'ts, and to be zea.
lous and active in the support.of
opposite tenets without .affecting
their mutual good epinion  and
friendship. A spectacle hke this
is in truth the triumph -and per.
fection of the christian character;
it is a glorious . tnumph of the
christian. temper and spirit oyer

the unruly passions .of human na

ture.

But how is this tri umph to. be
atchieved? By continually la-
bOuring after a complete uniform-

ity of sentiment, or, more proper-
ly, of profession? By avowing
our complete assent to a set of
propositions which we do not be-
lieve, under the specious phrase of
articles of peace? Surely a much
more llkely way' ‘'would be to en-
deavour ' 'to set ‘an example of
christian charity and forbeararnce;

‘openly to avow our opinions what- -

ever they ‘may be, but to defend:

‘them if we are cal]ed upon to do.

so, with meekness and good tem-
per, showing the centending fac.
tions how sincerity and zeal might '
be united with candour and liberal-
ity ; to substitute, for the unity of |
profession inr the bond of hypocrn- y
sy, the unity of the spirit im the
bond of peace, and to prove: to all
the world that an avowsl of.our’
sentiments where we differ is e
obstacle to. the mest:cordial uniok
where we a.gree.
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go‘nIy mmdeﬂtall tbe ‘¢auses of ev:‘l
but ‘are essen'tzallg productive of
-much benefit.” They urge men on
“to imestigate the truth, they pre-

‘vent ‘them from too read:]y em-
‘bracing specious innovations, and.

‘fhey tend to dxsc1p]1ne and im-

rove the mind in many of the
Tost important parts of the chris.
tian character. On. the other
hand, a complete uniformity of
sentlment, ‘'while 1t introduced a
- heavy sameness into human life,
‘would remove one -of the most
po&rerful'mcuements to ‘the pur-
suit - of knowledge, and would de-
prive this life of one of the mcans

" whereby 1t is fitted to prepare us.

for a better.” On these accounts
" I'camot join in the prayer against
~ heresy and schism: 1 would ra-
~ ther rejoice in the conviction that
they are not evils in’ themselves,

but are eminently instrumental in

| procurmg for us the greatest and
- Inost 1mportant benefits.
' H}ERE'I ICUS

Errar iz Dr. Przesﬂcy s Waorks.
Sir, | “March QOtlw 1811.

~I;f an u_mform edition of Dr.
* Priestley’s works be published,

agreeably to the recommendationp

of your correspondent, R. S. T.*

I beg to suggest the propriety of

~correcting an error which appear-
ed (inadvertently, T am persnad-
ed,) firstin the Institutes &c. and
afterwards in the History of the
- Christian Church.
In the Institutes &c. Part ii.
at the conclusion of chap vi. Dr.
Priestley, speaking of a pretended

'*mtracle among the Camnsards, ,‘

L

eror in Dr Prtestley s Works.

"mermons ¢¢ one Serres, as ngg,«

' ducted.”

21y

¢ when near his death, a. cucum-
stantial account.of the manner in
which the artifice -had been con.
And, in -vol vi. of the
History of thke Christian -Chuych,
p. 248, he repeats the statement,
saying, ° this was declared by
Mr. Serres when he was. near his
death.” Now the truth is, Sir, as
we learn from the -author 4 .to
whom Dr. P. refers, that the dis-
closure was Mmade to Mg. Serres,
by a person of the name of Dun-
nadieu. Serres, a most Tespec-
table man, was not, as the Dr.s.
language and manner intimate, a
party in the fraud: and Iwuh
by the means of yeur- Repos:m;?y,
to vindicate his- memory.

I am, Enr, yous’s, &c

..-;

TS

Paris Edition of Prince Eugene &
L Memo'u's. . -

Sir, March 12, 1811.

I dare say that mos‘ of your
readers, amorng the proofs of the
enslaved condition of the French
press, have heard of the mutila-
tion of the ¢¢ Memonrs of Prince

Eugene,” charged upon the third

edition of that work pubhshed at

Paris. 1 lately looked very éura
sorily into the Lpndon Frehch
edmon At the end ‘is. ngen ‘an

account. of the varlatlons in the
Paris edition. ‘The ‘passages ‘dmit-
ted there are seventéen, Two or
three which 1 exammed did “pot
appear to me to have any pohncal
reference. For the omisamn of
one I could guess a 1eason and it
was the only passage whlcb ] had

time to copy..
Under the year 1700, Pfgncc
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Eugene relates that the Marshal

Villars was appointed the French
chbgssador at Vienna. The two
generals were intimate associates ;
opeof Yhewr conversatigosis related,
at the cloge of which: the Prince
thus addresses the Marshal ; the
words in italics are omitted 1n the
Pans edition ;— S

. 44 On n’a jamais conspiré contre.
nos empereurs ; ils n'not jamais
¢t€ assassinés. Nous p’avons point

de Jagues Glément, nide Ravaillac.
Le peuple nlest pas enthousiaste.
comme chezvous; mais il ne passe.
pasy . menugnt gcela, d’un sentie

ment g lautre. [l ne se commet
méme presque jomais de c¢rime en
Autriche. On voulut persuader,
Pannée passée, & Leopold, qu’on
avait voulu le tuer;puisqu’une balle,
3 1a chaée, avait perc sonchapeau,
Qu’on cherche I’homme, dit il avec
son air espagnol, c’est un mala-
droit d ’une fagon on de Dautre :
1l meurt de feur, ou il meurt de
faim; qu'on lui donne mille

a

p. 35. |

t. . :
¢ No conspiracy has ever been

formed against our emperors ; not
one. of them has been assassinated.
We hgve no Jaques Clément or
Ravaillac amongst us. Qur peo-
ple are not epthusiastic like yours,
therefore they are not liable 1o
such transstions of feeling. I'n
short, crimes are scurcely ever

it was attempted to convince Leo.

pold that somebody had sought

to niurde¢ ‘him, because a ball
had 'been shot through bis hat
whilst he' was hunting. He replicd,
with his' Spanish™ dir, ¢ let the
man be found ; cither way, he’s a
clumisy fellow : heis dying of fear,
©or dying of hunger; give him a
thousand ducats.>.” ~ 70T )

ducats.” Mem. a Londres, 1811,

o § I S -
~dents, p. 9.) was not his

Paris Edtion of Pritca Eugene’s Mepoirs.

The 2nterpolgrions charged -on
the Paris pdition are fouy. Tk
first is a coptinuasiop of Prince
Eugene’s gadvice. to the smperory
copfessor, in 1724, and: closes
with this recommendation of paci.
fic counsgls :— . . L,

‘‘ Parlez conscicnce 4 vos.maf.
tres, si un ministre ignorant e
les intrigants en faveur conseillent
la guerre 4 moins, que le grand
nombre de gens en place ou géné.
raux ne la jugent indispensable,
Qu’on parle, qu’on s’explique,
point de bassesse ni d’aigreur;
conduite ferme, excellente défen.
slye préparge : on sauvera bien des
cent mille hommes et des millions.”

‘¢ Awaken the conscience of
your masters, if an ignorant minis.
ter and a’ party of intriguing fa.
veurites 1ecommend war,  when
the majority of men jn office and
of the generals do not copsider it
indigspensable.  Let explicitness
be used, let artifice and rancour
be avoided ; let firmness be pre-
served, and excellent preparations
be made for defence: thushundreds
of thousands of lives, and millions
of money may be spared.’’

I know nut what are the proofs
of the authenticity of the London,

“orrather the: Weymar, edition, in
- opposition to that of Paris

| but 1
suppose they are satisfactory.
o ADJUTOR.

Mr. William W hitaker, Leeds.
N Silv, " | | .' : 4' : ’
T believe you vill find that
young Mr. William Whitaker, (s¢¢
the List of DMr. Fi‘gthklall'(}fs §(11'—
as not his father’s
spccessor.” He assisted ‘him, but
the young ‘man’ died first, ff??’?»’
J€cture ?hat‘ Mr. "Bowden, "the
present minister, succeeded the
young manon hid'déath’
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Mr. ’Vxlham Whitaker died of monly

. consumption, and left two ser-
mons, with a preface, about con-
sumptions, which Mr. S. Palmer
pub])ShEd

I am credibly informed that the
old gentleman was wider in his
opinions than the young one,

QUERCUS..

Writers on ]!Iatel eadeswn . — Dy,

Cuward —-——Letter 11I.

SU’, &42)?21 4, 1811.

Inow progeed, as I offered in a

former letter, (p. 10.) to give you
some account of twa {Christian
Materialists, Dr. Coward and Mr.
Layton. As Dr. C. was the ear-
liest writer and by far the most-
publicly known on the questions
they discussed, I shall state in this
letter what I have been able to

learn of that author’s life, previ-

ous to the appearance, in 1702,
of his ¢ Secand lhoughts con-
crning Human Souls.”

Dr. Coward has been unac-
countably  overlooked by the
larned purveyors of biographical
mfmmatmn Anthony Wood, in
s Athen. Oxon. “gave him a
‘hott  article brought down to
1095, where that work: closed with
s author’s death. In the first
“ition of the Biog. Brittan. pub-
lshed in 1/50, L oward had no
Place. "This is more remarkable
% Mr. Broughton,

d him mc:dumtally as I shall
have occasion to shew. Mr. B.
| had alsp considered the questions
dscussed by our author, as, hke
Cowardry opponent of the same
ame, he maintained the opinion
2‘aseparate state, and published
wga‘"bt Bxshop Law, and the
Mers of his schoal, among other
‘W'BCS “a Deftncc of the come

a principal.
witer in that wnrk has mention..

213

received Doctrine of the
Human Soul.” For all I know
of Mr. B’s theology or metaphy-
sics I am indebted to Archdeacon
Blackburne’s Hist. View, (ch.29.)
and Biog. Brit. 2d. ed. (11. Pref.

x.)

Dr. Kippis, whose accuracy of
research nceds not my commenda-
tion, brought Dr. Coward into his
edition of the Biog. Brit. (iv. 358)
apparently ynder the disadvantage
of not having immediate access to
the publications of his author.
On referring to the ‘¢ General Bi.
ography,” for my present design, -
I am disappointed, not to find an
article of Coward. Conbldermg
the extent of Lterary information”

and the liberality of sentiment

justly attributed to the conductors
of that work, I can refer to acci<--
dent alone an omission which F
regret for my own sake and-that
of your readers. I trust, however,
that even the imperfect account:
of this author and his wrmngs |
which 1 shall be able to ‘offer you,

will secure him a place in theu‘;

Appendix. |
As Dr. Iﬁlppls discovered no
authority, except Woed, for his
biggraphical notices of Dr. Cow.
d;d, previous to tbe pubhcatlon
of hjs ¢¢ Secqnd rIhoughts,” T have
verified. my  highly - respected
friend’s correctness, of which "in. -
deed 1 had no doubt, by applymg

to lhc saine source.

WirLiam Cowarb, accmdmg o
to Athen. Oxon. (1. 947 8.) the
‘¢ son of a father of both'hls
names,”’ was “ born in 1656,
the city of Winchester.”* His mo~
ther was daughter of an apotheca
ry in that city, where, Dr. Kippis
conjectures, that Coward might
be educated at Wykeham?s school,.

In 1674, at the age of eighteen,
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he became a commoner of Hart
Hall, Oxford, of which his mater-
~ nal uncle, Dr. Johu Lamphire, an
eminent physician and Camden’s
Professor of History, was then
Principal.  In the following year,
he was admitted a scholar of Wad.
ham College, and in 1677 pro-
ceeded Batchelor of Arts. Cow.
ard appears, at this time, to have
¢ ohtained some reputatlon for
his literary improvements,” as he
‘was elected, in 1680, Probati oner
Fellow of Merton College.

This advancement in academic
honours served afterwards the pur-
pose of invective to one of hls op-
ponents, Dr. Nichols, whom he
designates in his ‘¢ Just Scrutiny”
(p-26.) as <¢ the Reverend Bom-
bomachides, author of the 5th
Conference thh a Theist.”” * The
. first charge,” says Coward,
e mthout argument or reason, to
excite an odium against me a-

- mong many lcarned and judicious

persons, is drawn from the place of

- my education. That Bradwardin,

- Occam, Wickliffe, were the glories
of Merton College, which is now
tlemished by the heterodoxy of
one son, (Pref. p. 7.) who by a
terrible dereliction of the divine
grace has fallen into the most
dangerous of errors, the denial of
the 1mmortallty of our precious
spuls. (P.4.) Now into whata
ereliction,” he adds, ¢ of
‘scnse and reason is thls gentleman
fallen as.to make Occam, Wick-
hﬂ'e 8. orthodox men, contrary
to all the historical account of
‘those times, insomuch that John.
‘a-Gaunt was forced to be the pro-
‘tector of the latter against the

sp mtua\ sword of the church for

has s gposed heterodoxy, though
octrines. most and ‘owned

" afterwatds, though 1 am so-un.

IWriters on Materielism.— Dr. Coward.— Letter 1I..

happy as, in these our time;, te
have no such kind protector. and
defender, for being gullty of
truth.”

Soon after Coward’s advauce,
ment in academic hanours e hag
an opportunity -of contending for

classical reputation. The Absa,
lom and Ahltophel was published
in 1681, being almost contempo.
rary w:th the famous decree at
Oxford, in favour of ¢ passive abe,
dience and non-resistance.” Dry,
den’s poem, distinct from its lite.
rary merit, could not fail to be
admired for its political tenden.
cies. Satires on Monmouth and
Shaftesbury, as -Dr. Kippis has
remarked, must have been highly
acceptable to that loyal Univer.
sity. A latin version ‘of - Absalom
and Ahitophel became an' object
of emulation for which Coward
contended. He had a formidable
competitor in young Atterbury,
afterwards the celebrated prelate,
who was assisted by Mr. Franci
Hickman, both students of Chst:
Church. Coward, who stood 2-
lone, was. reputed to have failed
in the unequal contest. His ver-
sion was deemed inferior to that
by Atterbury, and,.in Wood’s
quaint phrase, . he was schooled
forit in the University.”” 1t wa5
however, published by a friend,
and advern zed as written by “W al.
ter Curle, of Hertford, Gentlé
man,?”?

Should any of your readers be
disposed to induige a taste for such
literary comparisons, they .m&
judge for themselves by referring
to Dryden’s Life, note H 10 el-
ther edition of BIO g. Brittan. The
ten intreductory lines of thermgl-
nal poems are there accomP“m;
by both translations. They ¥
I think,. justify me..in segrettRs
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¢hat -the writer of Dryden’s life,
s pious clergyman such as Mr.
Braughton ‘was,; should have se-
Jected without any censure, or
rather bave quoted careclessty, as
the first that offered, ten lines the
most exceptionable, in point of
moral decorum, through the whole
goem. ' Fhey are, indeed, nothing
less than a profane apology for, or
-1ather a panegyric upon the adul-
terous life of Charles the Second.
‘Addison, in the Spectator, (No.
345) referring to Dryden’s ¢¢ Fall
~of -man,” a drama formed on
. Paradise Lost,”> bhas pointed
- out:.the very different attention of
: the two authors to avord ¢¢ all
thoughts offensive to religion and
good mannefs,” a just censure of
Dryden, repeated by Mr. Walter
Scott, in his late edition of that
- poety though he has not referred
~to Addison. Iknow not whether
it has ever been conjectured that
the introductory lines of 4bsalom
and Ahitophel might be intended
for & sort of ¢travesty of the Apos-
trophe to < Wedded Love >’ (P. L.
¥. 750.) Such a purpose would
have been uncensured, if not ap-
plauded by the wits of Charles’s
eourt, while the ¢¢ hallowed Mil-
fon,” and ¢¢ unhappy Dryden”
would have appeared in character;
one employing his mighty genius
%0 elevate, and the other feigning
ﬁ}e vices he wanted, to prepare
bis muse for degrading still lower,
lhe low moral taste of their con-
Yemporaries.—But 1 am wandering
far. feom the life of Coward.

In 1883, he became Master of
Arts, and now, at the age of
twenty.seven, first determined on .
‘tb? profession of Medicine. Pur-
Sing his studies in that line he

f‘o‘-l’kf;the degree of Batchelor of
"’Bh”“rﬂiﬂ“&58,,6.,‘;andp£ Dogtor, .

first

218

in 1687. He first ¢ practised’
physic at Northampton, and after.
wards in 1694, in Lombard Street,
London.”” In 1695, appeared his
publication, which, accord-
ing to Blackburne, obtained ‘¢ an
honourable approbation from the
President and Censors of the Col-
lege of Physicians.” It was a
Tract entitled De Fermento vola
tii nutritio conjectura rationts,
qua ostenditur sprritum volatilem
oleosum, & sangutne suffusum, esse
verum ac genummum concoctionis
ac nutrition:s inséirumentum.
Such are the few paruculars [
have been able to collect, and pro~
bably all that cannow be recovered
respecting the circumstances of
Dr. Coward’s life, previous to his
becoming known as a metaphysical
and theological writer. Before I

introduce him under that charac-

tery, I hope it will not be deemed
an unwarrantable digression to
quote a few passages from his
‘¢ Second Thoughts,”> in which
he has strongly marked, and, I
think, designed to record, his
opinions on some important .ques~
tions respecting government and
political .ceconomy. = _

Lord Orford, (R. and N.
Authors, ii. 69.) speaking of the
execution of Charles (which ace-
cording to your vol. ii. (p.42.)
his descendant the late Duke
of Richmond justified) has these
remarks. - ¢¢ The putting to death
that sovereign could by no means
be the guilty part of their opposi-
tion. If aking deserves to be op-
posed by force of arms, he deserves
death ; if he reduces his subjects
to that extremity, the blood spilt
in that gquaxrel lies on him. The
executing him afterwards iz a
mere formality,” = Those who

agree with this noblg: weiter, willy
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I hope, be amused, rather than.

offended, by the following decla-
mation, in which my author has
been solicitous to bear his testi.
mony against sectaries and amti-
royalists. The passage is intro-
duced as a sort of palmary argu-
ment, ‘¢ one single instance” io
shew ¢¢ the fatal consequence of a
prejudice grounded on religion.””

¢¢ Did not our grand recbellion
against king Charles the First, take

its rise from the pretence of con-

science and religion ? When the
zeal of the fanaticks grew so potent,
that it devoured the house of the
Lord, insteald of eating up him
that professed a reverence due to
his name, and adoration to his
person. They threw down our
altars and destroyed our churches,
at least by sacrilegious hands, so
despoiled them, that in the lan.
guage of the scripture, the houses
of God became an habitation of
owls and bitterns, and too notori-
ously a den of thieves.

- ¢ Now all this was done under

the colour and pretext of religion,

which to this very day, we may
observe has been the real ground
and foundation: of most different
parties:in Englahd, and by many
justified too, although that pre-

tended purity. of religion centered

‘in the most unparalleled, barba-
rous'murder of their lawful prince,
‘by a prosperous villainy. This
jinstance 1 have mentioned, not
only to shew the sad effects a
-pretence of conscience, and a
wrongz zeal for religion bring on &
nation, but also to give the world
‘this intimation or remrark, to show
how strong the. prejudice of that
phtty, (slthough it can be called
only a successful villainy, thouch
some styled it tke cause of the Lord
of hostsy) does evews vo' this day

Writers on Materialistn.— Do . Cawéréi.—-LcMéf IX.

appear, inmsomuch that, notwi),
standing the heinousness of tje
crime, and barbarity thereof, f},
son, nay, grandson, (persons oft
wholly unconcerned in that faty
tragedy, thorough seasoned with
Puritanic education,) abets the
villainy and justifies the murder
with as great confidence and effron.
tery as another would the killing
of a wild beast. - Nay, never wil|
be convinced that those who acte(
1 it were 1n the wrong. This ob.
servation isa confirmed truth, and
I can testify "tis so by my own ex.
perience, and I doubt not but many
others have observed it besides my.
self. Which scems to me sucha
monstrous riddle as admits of no
other solution than that of a strong
prejudice grounded on education,
Hence they conceive a perfec
odium against the church of
England and its members, because
by their pious doctrine and preach-
ing they remind them of that horrid
barbarity, forewarn them not to
tread in the steps their forefathers
went in, and join in fasting and
rcpentance to make-an atoficment
for the nation, for the murder that
day committed by the power of
these sons of Belial, and -unréa-
sonable men.”’ (Second Thoughts,
pPp. 20—22.) o |
And now, lest Coward should
appear a royalist, singularly ro-
mantic, I cannot refrain to add,
from a lawyer of the scventeenth
century, this truly delectable pas-
sage :— | |
¢ The Sevérn, Thames, Trent,
and Humber, four of thé greates!
rivers of the kingdomy withwﬁn
their lésser running streams of the
island in their continual course

-and those huge -hdaps of waterin

the ocean dnd girdle of 1ty in thetr
restldss .agitations will! never be
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lee SO_scour and wash aw:
;ullt and stain oflt [Cha: les’s ex-
‘ecutlon] tho uoh a.ll t,he rains

which theé clouds shall ‘éver bring
forth ad’ lmiart to this natlon,

and the teats of those {hat bewall‘

the loss of -a klhg of so emment
graces “and” perfectlon shall
added to it (Fabian Plnlhps
Veritas Inconcussa in Zouch’s
Walton’s Lives, 4to. P. 2g1.)

As Coward contemplated with
so much horror the catastrophe
of 1648, he could not be expected
to look back’ upon the Revolution
with a friendly eye. He has, I

think, designed in the followin'o-

passage of the Second Thoughts to
record, though indirectly, his
disapprdba‘tionof the transaction,
whichled to'that event. Speaking
of the different manner in which
the learned and the vulgal con-
sider ¢ the obhgatxons ansmg from
natural and moral scxenccs, " he
thus proceeds :
- The vulgar are apt 1o belu;w,
all principles of nature, without
any limitation or restriction, -es-
peually such as are good self-inte-
rest prmmples, and very advanta.
geously serve a turn in a present
Juncture of affairs.
conservatio est primin principtum
nebure, says the learned Grotius,
the preservation of a man’s self is
the firsg prmcnple of natare, and
one would think uncontroulably
true, and pastall doubt or question.
But upon exaimtnation, we find
there is no such mathcematical de
moristration as to removeal]l doubts
uid scruples. For which we have
the testimony of the learned Uni.
vesity of Oxford that unless it be
teceived with hmn(a.non, which 1s
2;) more than rightly eZrcumstanti.
ed, it'cannot . possibly be true.

The
V’I" VE. o -

Sut 2psius.

¥» in_their address to tho latc.
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Kuw Charle s the becond

the year 1681, ranked it amongs’t
those commonwmhh principles
which have been the ruin  of

Monarchy, and condemned it as
highly pernicious.” Though I must
our wise nation, of late
years, . havc, thought no principle
of divinity half so convincing as
this, or swallowed down the behef
of a Deity, with. less -cmp1e and
difficulty, than that of self-preser-
vation, not thinking it necessary
to examine the lunitations of such
an advantageous prmcxple.” 1d.

(p- 39.)

Coward, however, does not ap.
pear to mculcate “ passwe obex
dience’” or—
¢« The nght dxvmc of kings to govcrl

wrongs”

but on that principle of endurance
adopted by the Society of Friends,
and for which he supposes ‘¢ 'we
have the greatest and best aue
thority-—our Saviour,”” quoting
Mat. xvi. 20. as to his purpose.
Yet hdaving no fondness for the res
volution-government he regarded
its conduct with a censor’s rather
than a ¢¢ lover’s eye.”” He thus ens
larges on the act for imposing a
duty on stamp-paper, which passed
in 1693, and was then considered’ .
as a grievous oppression.

¢ It being my fortune not long
ago to hdppon into promiscuous
company, I found a courtier bighly
commending the invention of the
St—p Act as admirably good for
the support of the nation, the ad<
vantage of the crown, and an easy
tax for the subject to pay,draining
his pockets, by gentle and little
disbursements, and insensibly af..
fecting his estate, ifit be his mis~
fortune.to be in law. Now this
opinion I‘conceive he stifly main-
tained ﬁom the prmmples of
2y . ‘
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court.education, which excites
the courtier zealously to admire,
"approve, and commend all ways
and means that are found out to
contribute 1o the grandeur, and
support the’ magmﬁcence of a
court, as undoubtedly money doth
alwa)s. For the more plentifully
a prince issupplied by his subjects,
the better able will he be to re-
ward his servants, and gratify his
favourites, which every courtier
strenuously aims at, and in time
expects, at least hopes, to be.
Whilst  the country-politician,
though he thinks it absolutely
necessary for the advantaoe, sup-
port and honour of a prince, that
the hearts and purses of the sub-
jects should be freely open, yet
cannot approve of that way to do
ity by that 2ngenious invention the
gourtier so much admnes, but
rather esteerns it a great grievance,
aiid a burden almost insupportable
to those who aye forced to prose-
gute ‘or defend their rzglzt by law.
The law iwself, as it is now man-
q,ged and, become a trade of craft
in form, beinga sufficient burden
wnthuut the additional duty of
,St,-—-—p Paper, because, it is an
_aflliction to them who are all al-
ready grieved; for although a
man cannot ofttimes obtain or de-
fend his right, without the assist-
ance of law, yet the methods of
obtaining Justice, in England, (to
our shame be it Spoken) are be-
come sovery. furious, char geablc
and appressive, by rcason of the
many processes, through $O Inany
offices, that the good "honest sub.
ject is become a mere Issachar,
an ass crouching under his bur.
deu, as it were, laden with wogl,
and forced to pass chrough deep
waters, to add more weight to his
ﬁhctmn. -For, although Justice

in the courts runs “down hke s
mighty stream, yct 100 true is the
similitude, by reason of the Numer,
ous delays and charoeb, besides
the blgntny, someum(s, of a pre.
judiced judge, it very often over.

whelms the subject, whom at firg

it was designed to refresh.” (1d,

P-7.)

Dr. Kippis, who appears Bever

to have scen  the ¢¢ Seco
Thoughts,”” corcludes, from a
litical essay attached to a didac
poem, published by Coward
1109 that the author *¢ was

nd

po.

tic
in
a

very zealous whig.”” I think, upp
his own authonitics, Just quuted

he was in 1702, a genuinc hi
church son of Oxford atory,

gh
if

‘not a jacobite. Nor did he ex.
press himself differently in 1704,
when he published the second
edition of ¢¢ Second Thoughts,”
which, by the favour of a friend
I have had an opportunity of ex-

amining. The free sentiments

in

the last. passage quoted from Cow-
ard, might seem unsuitable from
a roydhst. It has, however, bees
found that such pohtlcnans, espe-
cially when unprcjudiced, by court
favour, have expressed sentiments
on the practice of government
worthy of the'most popular theory.
'The writings of Swift and Bolmg-
kroke, who were disaffected tories,
contain, I apprehend, more manly
censures of kings and courts, than
those of the loyal whigs, Stecls

and Addison.
I have quoted Dr. Coward

$O

largely, considering it as not besid®
my purpose to shew, in his owt
words, the vast difference on soIne
great pohtlcal questnons between
our author and those who in Jater

times have ably advocat(‘d has

favourite theological | sent)me
Two writers will mot eusi

nt.

ily bs
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found, more gealous for one opm-
ion, or whose early associations
and general habits of thinkiug were
more contrasted than Dr. Prlestley
and the atrthor of the ¢¢ Second
Thoughts ~Of the plan and exe-
eution of that work, I shall take
an early opportumty to send you
some accoum N. L. T.

Homerton Articles of Faith.

Sir, Feb. 1. 1811.
You have frequently admitted
into your Repesitory strictures
upon the subscription to articles
of faith required of the candidates
for the ministry in the Church of
England ; but your correspondents
do not seem to be aware, or are
reluctant to dcknowledce, that the
same Ppractice prevails amongst
some Dissenters. A friend has
just put into my hands, a pam-
phlet entitled “* A Declaration as
tosome contraverted points of Doca
trine,”” printed ¢¢ London 1804,
which he tells me, contains the
creed to which the young men are
constrained to declare their assent
and consent on entering the Inde-
peedent Academy, Homerton, and
to which also all the subscribers
(of money) to that institution are
obliged, by their signature or some
other means, to express their adhc.
rence. My informer, on whose
Cprrectness I can rely, adds
that this creed was drawn up by a
company of the London Indepen.
dent ministers, who, from the
tavern where they hold their
m"etlllgS, are denominated *“'The
King’s. Head Bociety.” You will
Perhaps agree with me in thinking
t the ¢ Declamtlon is no very
Fespectable. specimen of creed.
Making ; . byt we must unite in
’PPlaudmg the moderation of its
ners, who contented themselves

of faith and
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with Ten Articles of Faith, when
they had so good a precedent for ex.
tending their Tyranny to nearly four
times the rumber.  CLERICUS,
¢ Advertisement.—Some ministers
and gentiemen, being sensible of
the great opposition which has
been made of late, to the Christian
Religion, agreed to use their ut-
most endeavours, to support the
ancient and true protestant doc-
trines ; and as there are some points
which are not controverted at
present, they judged it proper to
give a very brief summary of those
doctrinal truths, which are now
attacked with the greatest vehed
mence, and which they had a
special regard to in ‘the followmo
Articles.

CCA Dec]axatmn, &c —1. 'lhc
light of nature affords men so much
knowledge, ‘as to the being and
perfections of God, that they are
withott exXcuse, when they glorify
Him not as God; but it is not
sufficient to give a sdving krnow-
ledge of the Mc)st High ; therefore
God was pleascd to give a clear
and full manifestation bf his mind
and will, in the scriptures of the
Old and New Testament : which
are the only and the perfect rule
practice; and no
doctrines are to be regarded which
are not there expressed, or deduced
from thence, by necessary consca
quence. In the scriptures nothing
Is revealed contrary to right resa
son ; but many mysteries are there
revealed which transcend/ firtite
reason ; and they are to be ‘rec
ceived on the authority - ‘of the
revealer, without _enquiring into
the mode of thein.

““II. The light of nature informs
us, that there is -but one God,
and that he .is cloathed with hll.
possxble perfectnpns, and thﬁt bq-
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sides the one God, there can be
no other, This doctrine of the
unity of God is abundantly con.
firmed in the scripture ; but there
it is revealed, that in the unity
of the Godhead, there are three
pérsons, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, who. are the same
in nature, and all divine perfec-
tions; so that these three are the
one supreme God, the one object
of our faith and worship

‘““ 1I1I. God, from eternity, un.
changeably ordained whatscever
comes to pass, yet so, as that he
is not the author of sin, nor 1s
violence offered to the will of the
Creature ; though he unchangeably
kniows whatsoever will come to
pass, yet he has not decreed any’
thing, because he foresaw it would
come to pass, on certain conditi-
ons. By his decree some of
mankind are pred,estma,ted to ever.
lasting life. These, (God, accord-
ing td the good pleasure of his
will, has chosen in Christ, out of
his mere sovereignty, without any
foresight of faith or good works,
as caus:s, or conditions, movin
him thexe,to. Such whom he
chose in Christ, he chose that they

might, in time, be holy and
blameless betore him : the rest of
mankind, he, in his sovereign

plcasure, hdS left to feel the con-
sequences of their transgressions,
““ V. God created our first pa-
‘fents 1n honour and innocence,
and entered into a covenant of
works with Adam, and all his
posterity 3 but he bmke this cave-
nant by sinning against God. By
this apostacy, he, and we in him,
fell from orlgmal nl_;hteousnebs,
lost communion with God, and so
became dead in sin. The ngt
of Adam’s_first sin 1s 1mputed to
his post«mty, and a corrupt nature -

Homerton Articles ef Faith.

is derived to them, whereby they
are averse to all geod, and prone
to all ewil.

“¢V. God the father was pleaseq,
before the foundation of the world,
to enter into a covepant wnth'
Christ the second Adam, and with
all the clect, in him ashis spiritual
seed ; 1n which agreement Christ
undertook to do the work of 3
surety, in fulfilling the law, ang
suffering death, that he mwht
bring his sons and (la,uohters to
glory.. In this covenant, the
most ample provision is made for
the chosen people; so that all the
blessings, pertaining to sa]vatmn.
are bestowed freely, and do not
depend on any conditions, to be
performed by the creature. In

* this God the Father shewed the

greatness of his wisdomj in cor-
triviﬂ‘o a way, wherein, securing
the rmhls of bis justice, by punish-
ing sin, in the person of the surety,
he might yet shew forth the riches
of his . grace, 1n saving sinners,

¢« VI, When the fulness of time
was come, God the Son, the

g surety for his people, and the

Mediator between God ‘and them,
took upon him the human nature,
consisting of a tftue body and 2
reasonable soul, not a superan.
gelick spirit ; “hxch human na-
ture he took into “union with his
divine person: so that Christis
truly God; ‘znd’ truly ‘tan, in one
person ; he being madt of a womai
was made under the' law, and
perf(ctly fulfilléd it; - by’ Obc‘ymg
its ' precepts, “and suffering the
pmnshment due to'us;: he ‘endured
gnevous tormehits in’ ' his soul, as
well ‘gs” pain ‘in’ his body, zmd
offering himself up,! in his bumat
‘natre,” which had anvinfinite va-

Tue put upon‘it, apiding from the.

-dhionof that nature with his diving
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erson, he yielded to the justice
of God, a full and proper satisfac-
tion for the sins of his people; by
which he delivers from condemna-
tion, and gives a right to all spi-
ritual blessings, and to the glory
of heaven ; the saving benefits of
of his death are extended no far-
ther than to the elect, for whom
he undertook, and in whose place
he died : for as all are saved, for
whom Christ died, otherwise he
must be supposed to have died in
vain; and as all menare not actua-
zﬂ]y saved, it follows, that he did
not die for all 1nen, or merely to put
into a salvable state, all who will
atte_m'pt to work out their own
selvation, by improving upon the
cornmon helps which are afforded
them.
¢ VII. All that are saved are
justified by “the righteousness of
Christ, 1mputed to them. God
pardons their sins, and accepts
them as righteous, not on the ac-
- count -of ‘any thing in them, or
done by them, but for Christ’s sake
alone ; not by imputing faith itself,
the act of believing, or sincere
obedience, as-their righteousness;
but by unpun ng Christ’s active
and passive obedience, as their sole
Jusufymg nghteoumess Though
they receive Christand rest on him
and his merits, ‘'by faith, yet that
faith is not from themselves, but
is ‘the Holy "Spirit’s work; and
though by- that we receive the
righteousness of - Christ, yet. it
is not the condition for the sake of
whlch sinners are justified. =
V1. By the fall men haveilost
all-ability of will for what is pood,
and cannot by- their own strength,
convert - themselvea, ‘or prepare
themselves ' for conversion ; when
theyare effectually called, it:is- by

the.irregistible power and efficacy .

of the Holy Spirit, in which they
are altogether ' passive,.
quickened and enabled by him, to
answer the call, to repent of their
sins, to abound 1M good works,
and to make a progress in holiness,
which™ though ‘it 15 not the cause,
or condition of salvation, yet it is
a necessary- part of it, and must be
found in all who hopc to see the
Lord with comfort.

< IX. They who are sanctified,
though they frequently sin, and so
provoke God, as an oflended Ia.
ther to chastise them, yct being
kept by the power of the Holy Spi-
rit, they will be recovered from
their backslidings, and shall neither
totally, nor finally tall from grace,

but shall certainly persevere to
the end.

¢¢X. After death the sou]s of

believers shall be perfectly holy,
and shall immediately pass into
glory, and shall not sleep with
their bodies, which are to be com-
mitted to the grave,
day ; at which time, the same
bodies shall be raised from the dust
of death in glory and honour, and
shall be re-united to their souls,
that in soul and body the saints
may be for ever present with the
Lord, and may keep up uninter.
rupted fellowship ‘with the Father,
Son’and Holy Spirit, in the happy
regions of rest and peace.

“¢To the Father, to the Son, and
to the Holy- bplnt, thrree divine
persons, and the one supreme God,
be all honour and. glory ascrbed,

now, henceforth, and forevermore.
Amen. Coy il '

Sociely fur W zdows and Orplzans
of Unmitarian Ministers.,

Paternosrer Row; Mar. 22 1811.
- Sigr, - |
"A'“"Northern Umtanan ,Mmu-
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and  are

‘till the last.
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ter’s letter in your last, (p. 79.)
i1s very well. When I have heard
and seen collections made aunu-
allyin the London Congregations of’
dissenters for the different funds, 1
have often thought that Unitarians
were sufficiently numerous, re.
spectable and not less willing than
other sects to promote the happi-
ness and comfort of their minis<
ters and their families.

In the church of Scotland the
ministers are compelled, by an
act of parliament, to pay annually
in the following proportions for
the benefit of their widows:

2l. 128. 6d. For an Annuity of 10l.

8 I8 9 ditto 9 {3
5 5§ © ditto 20
6 xx 3 ditto 25

They have an option of either
of the above sums. Unitarian
ministers might adopt the plan in
smaller sums, and it of course
would be voluntary. The claims
of subscribers’ widows to have a
preference. |

By the above communication
I may bhe accused of wishing to
multiply divisions amongst non-
conformists, but this 1 quite dis.
avow. To love all men is the
christian precept, but especially
shose of the household of faith.

A NON.CON. OF THE OLD

SCHOOL.

On Death, considered as the Pun.
-ishment of Addam’s Sin.
Sir, | |
The majority of Christians re-
gard death as a punishmeut in.
flicted on all mankind for the sin
of the first man. 'Thinking this
notion erroneous, that it fixes a
stain on - the justice of God, and
places the  present condition of
man in a false ight, I beg leave,

punishment,

On Death, as the punishment of Adam’s &in;

luable Repository, to communp;.
cate my thoughts to the public oy
the subiect,

The light of nature does not
suggest, Nor Can reason ever jus.
tify, the idea, that mankind are
born in the state of criminals,
condemned to die for the sin of
their first progenitor ; nor can |
find such an opioion sanctioned
by divine revelation.
ent prophets  threatened men
with death as the punishment of
their own crimes ; but never inti.
mated that death was a punish.

‘ment inflicted on all men for the

sin of Adam ; nor that it was a
1In any case, but
when inflicted for personal offen.
ces. Oue ofthem (Ezek. ch. 18)
represents Jehovah as reproving
the house of Israel for using the
proverb, ¢ The fathers have eaten
sour grapes; “and the children’s
teeth are set on edge;’” by which
they meant that the children were
punished with death for the crimes
of ' their fathers, The prophet
adds, ¢¢ As I live, saith the Lord
God, ye shall not have occasion
any more to use this proverb in
Isracl. Behold, all souls are
mine ;. as the soul of the father,

The anci.

so also the soul of the son is mine:

the soul that sinneth, it shall die..

The son shall not bear the iniquity
of the father,”” &c. Souls, in
this passage, as well as many
others in scripture, evidently mean
persons ; and the obvious sense is,
that Jehovah hath said, yea,
sworn by himself, that one man
shall not be punished with death
for the crimes -of another; but if

the notion were well founded, tl}at
death, as a punishment, 1s 1ne

flicted on all Adam’s posterity for

his sin, there would still be occas

through the medium of your va. sian to: m;thc.»pmpibited,provétb;
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put shall such a notion be main-
tained in direct opposition to the
positive declaration and solemn
eath of Jehovah ?

The Mosaic account of the fall
eontains no intimation that all the
descendants of the first man would
be punished with death on account
of his transgression: 1t does not
necessarily imply that even Adam
became mortal and /liable to death
in consequence of his sinning ; only
that his mortality was then fully
made known ; and the certainty
of his dying declared. This is all
that the account necessarily im-
ports 3 1t contains not one word
about either the physical or mo.
ral” condition of his posterity,
much less that capital punishment
was then pronounced on them all ;
enly it must be inferred that they-
would be similar in nature to
their parents, 'The earthly parti-
eles of which man was composed,
must, from the first, have been
capable of separatnon, and his
frame of consequent dissolution;
the breath of life which animated
him of becoming extinct; nor
could any thing but divine powel,
by whatever means it might ope-
rate, have prevented the decay
and dxssolutlon of a being so con.
stituted.  Whether the divine
power would have so operated,
and by what means, had not man
sinned, we are notinformed. We
bave no intimation of any change
taking place in man’s physical na-
ture when the sentence of death
¥as passed upon him ; but had he
been before  immortal,
Chang(, must have taken .place,
and it could ‘hardly have been left
Unnoticed the writer. The
threatening of death, in case he
Wok of the forbidden fruit, im-
Plied that he was tfhen capable of

a4 great
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dying. If it cannot be proved
that human nature first became
mortal after Adam had sioned,
and I believe it cannot, it must be
impossible to prove that the mor.
tality and death of all his posterity
is the punishment of his sin.

If it be admitted that human
nature first became mortal after
Adam transgressed, and that in
consequence of his offence mortal.
ity and death arc entailed on his
posterity, 1t will not follow that
death is entailed upon them either
as a curse or punishment ; it may,
even in that case be allotted to
them, through his instrumentality,
as a blessing, as wise, benevolent,
and necessary to'be interposed be-
tween their presentand future ex-
istence. Thereis a clear distinc.
tion between mere suffering and
punishment ; the former may, for
wise purposes, be the lot of the
innocent, without involving the
least 1dea of culpability, but the
latter belongs only to the guilty ;
and suﬂ“e*rmg is punishment only
when associated with guilt. To
inflict death as a punishment on
the innocent, for the crime of a
person whom they never knew,
would be a gross violation of j jus-
tice: such a wviolation of justice
does the notion I am opposing
impute to the holy and righteous
Lord God.

Human nature is what God -
hath made 1t: it 1s at present
mortal : he hath seen it wisest and
best that it should be so: nor
ought we to be dissatisfied with
our condition, nor to regard man-
kind as criminals condemned to
the punistiment of death ; but to
consider mortality as an essential
part of that wholesome discipline
under which our heavenly Father
hath placed us, to train up‘and
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prepare us for a more glorious
state of cxistence.  God hath ap-
pointed to men .once die,
not i resenttaent and wrath, but
in wisdom and goodness, because
this appointment is better calcu-
lated, than a total exemption from
mortality, to promote our moral
and intellectual improvement, and
the progressive good of society.
This cannot be doubted, #f it be
admitted that God always does
what is wisest and besty, that he
has constituted man so as best to
fithim to act his part, and receive
ymprovement, in the present scene

to

of things, and that, constituted as

man 1s, dcath 1s unavoidable ;
and who can help admitting these
things ?

In the New Testament, death is
not spoken of as a pumshment in-
flicted on all mankind for Adam’s
transgression, Neither Jesus,
~ nor any of his apostles, but Paul,
nor any of the writers of the New
T'estament, excepting him, have
taken the least notice of Adam’s
sin and its effects. Paul mentions
it mercly 1ncidentally, to illus-
trate another subject,
pretending to place it in any new
light, or give it any new construc-
tion : consequently his words
ought not to be made the founda-
tion of a new doctrine, unheard of
before, nor be supposed to impart
any thing more than can be fully
gathered from other parts of scrip-
ture to which he alludes, and on
which his reasoning is foundtd;
unless he merely introduced . a
popular notion, without making
himself accountable  for its cor-
rectness, in order to illustrate by
the contrast an important doctrine.
All that can be justly concluded
on this point from his reasoning,
in Rom. v. is, that the annunci-

pointment of death,

without.

Regium Donumi. R

ation of death followed upon thy
first commission of sin, (v. 12,) fo;
Adam was not the first man thyy
actually died, and .that mortality

-has passed from him to all his pes.

terity : that what the sentence

passed on him expresscd, attacheg

to all his descendants, though ny
laid on them as a pumshment,
which it was in his case, being
associated with guilt. (v 15—18.)
From Paul’s words, 1 Cor. 13,
21, 22, no more than this can be
concluded, that death passed from
Adam to his posterity, and that
all die in consequence of their con-
nection with him, a mortal pro-
genitoy : even ‘as the resurrection
which commenced in Christ will
extend to all mankind, from whom
life will pass to -all who die in

connection with Adam.

It 1s presumed the view I have
given of this subject, is more con.
sistent ‘with the character and per.
fections of God, especially his jus-

tice, and better calculated to re.

concile us to the. righteous ap-
and to cheer
us ii. the prospect of it, than the
more popular notion: as such I
wish to submit it to the considera-
tion of your readers, and re
main,
Yours, &c.
R. Mc. INTYRE.

*  Regtum Donum.
SIR, Feb. 24, 1811.

I have found at the end of &
pamphlet entitled ¢¢ Genuine Pro-
testantism,” &c. by John Fell,
1773, the f(')],lowingj advertise-
ment : - . -

“ Soon will be published,—
Achan’s Golden Wedge; or Royal
Bounty Influence, traced and dis-
played from March, 1723, to the
present Time : with seasonable 44-
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gite to Lord North, and the body
of Protestant Dissenting Ministers.”

I shall thank any ome of your
correspondents to say whether a
piece, with the above titley was
actually published, and if in his
possession to give some account
of it. I apprehend thatthe Royal
Bounty designs the Regiam Donum,
orroyal gift. Of this I see a short
account, under that titte, in the
¢ Protestant Dissenter’s Almanac,”
for this year, p.47. It is there
said that ¢ the sum amounts at
present to 2000/. per annum, and
is now at the disposal of the Rev.
Dr. Rees, who 1s assisted in this
labour’? by seven ministers from
the different denominations.

Mr. Fell, dates his ¢¢ Genuine
Protestantism’’ from ¢¢ Thaxted,
in Essex.”” He was, I believe,
the same who opposed Mr. Farmer
on the Demoniacs, and during
the latter years of his life, became
tutor to the Calvinistic Academy
at Homerton. This author car.
ried his notions of religious liberty
very far. He argued against the
interference of the magistrate, even’
though requiring only a declara.
tion' that a-dissenting minister was
“a christianand a protestant ;” and
that he received ¢ the revelation
of the will of God, contained in
the seripgures.”” On this ground
of refusing any declaration, as it
sanctioned the Magistrate’s inter-
ference, ‘he somewhat sharply
opposed: the'late Drs. Stennett and
Kippis, and that respectable di-
'ine, to:whom your readers are
much ' intebted, the Rev. Mr.
20ow Dr, Toubmin. ' QUERO.

- Wi nMarch 23, 1811.

P. ST have just-observed, In

Yesterday’s proceedings of the

House of .Commons, a grant to

the crown of 92801, in which sum

YOL., ¥7, ‘

Priestley and Mr. Gibbon.
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I apprehend the Regium Donum is
included. It occurs in the Com-
mitte of Supply, under the head
of Miscellaneous Estimates. The
design of the vote is variously ex.
pressed by the reporters, as if they
were engaged to preserve this royal,
or rather parliamentary, benevoe
lence, an impenetrable mystery. I
copied the following from the
papers mentioned. ¢ For the
dissenting clergymen in England,
Scotland and Ireland, for the
year, 1811.”—Chronicle. ¢ For
the support of dissenting minisa
ters.”’—Tzmes. ¢¢ For dissenting
ministers and French refugee minise
ters.” —Post. ¢ For the relief
of dissenting clergymen in Ireland
and Scotland.”—Herald. ¢¢ For
protestant dissenting ministers In
England and Ireland.’’— Press.
‘¢ For the French refugees.”’—
Ledger. 'There must be among
the correspondents of the M.
Repos. some who could state
more accurately the objects of
this annual bounty.

Myrs. H. More, Dr. Priestley and
Mr. Gibbon. |

Apréil 5, 1811.

Mrs, H. More, in her recent
publication, entitled ¢¢ Practical
Piety,” &e.* observes that ¢ the
author of The Decline and I'all
of the Roman Empire, with an in-

‘consistency not uncommon 10 un-

belief, treats the stout orthodoxy
of the vehement Athanasius with
more respect than he shews to
¢ the scanty creed® of a contem.-
porary philosopher and theoio-
gian, whose ccld and comfortless
doctrines were much less removed
from his own.”

Now, the fact for which this

| ¥ Vol ii. 74, 75. (fllst ed.)‘
2 '
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wi‘it\t:( 15 s0 perplexed to account,
may easily be explained by those
who look back on Mr. Gibbon’'s
character and life: nor is there
any necessity for regarding it as a
mark of ‘¢ inconsistency not un-
common to unbelief.”

1st. Mr. Gibbon’s censure of
Dr. Pricstley is coutained, princi-
pally, in two notes®™ in that part
of the History of The Decline,
&c. which was published 1117 88.

2d. In the year 1782, Mr. G.
had been invited by Dr. P. to

discuss the subject of the evidences .

of revelation.  The invitation was
declined ¢ and the correspondence
relating to it, has bcen given to
the world+. ,

3d. This correspondence suffi-
¢lently indicates Mr. G’s.irritation
and rancour towards Dr. P 5 while
it as clearly expresses the simpli-
eity and 1iIngenuousness of the
temper of the historian of The Cor-
ruplions, &c. |

4th. Mr. G. although an un-
believer, was an avowed friend,
nevertheless, of church and state:
nor was he by any means an cnemy
to the frantic politics of thé ad-
mimistration of that day. He was
desirous, moreover,
among men of fashion: and there
is a passage in his ¢ Miscellaneous
Works,”” &c. which affords addi-
tional proof that he was ready
enough to join the great and
little vulgar in proscribing Dr.
P. as a sediteous author?.

5th. Tt is plain from several
notes in ¢ The Deccline,” &c.
that Mr. Gibbon’s views of moral
purity and decorum, were essenti-
ally different {from Dr. Priestley’s,

* Ed. 8vo. vol. viii- 263. x.193. chap.
xlvii. note 4. liv. note 42.

+ Appendix to Dr. Priestley’s Disgour.
on Ev-d. of Rev. No. iv,

t Vol.i. x54.

of ranking

‘¢ Adoration’ not aduways Divine Worship.

who, living with constant rcfer,
ence to the Christian hope of i,
mortality, had also a higher senge.
of the obligations of sincerity,

6th. From a comparison there-
fore of datcs and circumstances, |
conclude that the personal offence
taken by Mr.G. at the animadyer.
swons vf Dr. P. upon Jos fumoys
xvth chapter, was the source of
his hostility to that eminent man
against whom it does not appear
that bhe had previously cxpressed
himself with bitterness.

Mrs. L. More was surely igno-
rant of the above facts, or inatten-
tive to them ; and had she ad.
verted, for a moment, to the in.
fluence of Dr. P’s religious senti.
ments upon his own life, and ta
the supportand consolation which,
in coinmon with many excellent
men, of carly and later times, he
derived from them in death, she
would not, I presume, have pro-
nounced those sentiments ‘¢ cold
and comfortless,” even though they
were not framed in the schools of
imagined and modern orthodoxy!

' N.
Drzvine

‘¢ Adoratéon’® not always
Worship.
SIR, Feb. 25, 1811.

In The Commonwealth of Eng.-
gland, by Sir Thomas Smith, is
a passage which I send you as ca-
pable of a very useful theological
application. That justly celebra-
ted scholar and politician, who
filled with reputation the very dis
tinct offices of Greek Praféssor

and Secretary of State, finished

the work I have mentioncd, ac-
cording to Strype, in 1565. He
was then in Franee on a special
embassy from Quecn Elizabeth, to
invest Charles the Ninth with the
order of the garter. This author.

“at the close of b. i. ch. 4. entitled,

¢“ Of the Monarch,

King er
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Queen of England,” has the fol-
Jowing passage :—

« No .man specaketh to the
prince, nor _serveth at tbc table
hut in adoration and knecling. All

ersons of the realm be bare-head.
ed before him. Insomuch ~that
in the chamber of presence, where
the cloth of estate 1s set, no man
dare walk, yea, though the prince
be not there, no man dare tarry
there but bare-headed.”

I will not stay to enquire
whether any people, even for the
useful purposes of  government
have a right to placea frail tetlows
creature in clircumstances so une
favourable to his moral and intel-
lectual culture. Iam sure no re-
flecting mind can. envy such a
condition of ostentatious sclitude
and self-sufficiency, as my auathor
has described. The passage was,
however, quated by me for another
purpose. It serves to shew the
reader of the scripturesin the come.
mon version what, 1 fear, his
more learned guides are not always
cager to, teach him. No anu-
trinitarian can have argued much
with such Christians without being
tiumphantly opposed, at every
turn, with passages of scripture
describing homage and worship
paid to Jesus Christ, which they
call blasphcmous if ascribed to a
creature, even the most exalted.
Yet Sir Thomas Smith who, in
conjunction with his friend Sir
John Chcke, *¢ taught all Cam-
bridge Greck,” was certainly one
Uf the most learned philologists of
his time, and his language 1nust
bave formed u standard of propri-
tty mn the age of king James’s
translators.  Now, if this author
could employ the phrascology [
hay{e quoted, to describe merely
the reverence paid to exalted civil
rank and office in the case of a

king, one whom the Christian,
though not uncourtly, poet de-
scribes as a worm raised above his
meaner fellow-worms, surely the
learned translators of the com-
mon version, had they been
as free from, as we know they
were possessed by, trinitarian pre.
judices, might yet have used the
expressions so unduely appreciated
by their readers, concerning him
whom they describe, according to
the apustle Peter, as a man ap-

proved of God, by wonders and

signs which God did by him.
PHILOLOGUS.

Mr. Carpenter’s Valedictory
Epistle.
Sity

As I am now bidding farewell-
to controversy, | wish to insert in
your impartial Repository, a few
remarks and obscrvations of a va-
ledictory nature. The diversity
of sentiments which prevalls among
christians gives me very little con-
cerny as I know that it must be the
result of free enquiry. And I am
of opinton that even storms and

tempests are less injurious than a —

dead calin and stagnation.  Yet [
am not fond of storms and wish
only for a gentle breeze. A posi-
tive and unchristian spirit, whether
foundin Trinitarians or Unitarians, .
excites my grief and sometimes my
indignation. When I call to mind
the strong expressions which my
friend Belsham has made use of,
in his letters to me and in conver-
sation with me, in defence of the
pre-existence - and atonement  of
Christ, 1. am rather surprized at
the supercilious manner-in which
he treats those who still maintain
these doctrines. T do not blame
him for changing his sentiments,
but for Ins want of candour to.
wards those who do nrot change

[ 3
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theirs. Mr. Pitt 'had certainly a
right to alter his opinion respecting
parliamentary reform. He might
think, and there might be reasons
" for his thinking, that the measure
which was wise at one time would
be imprudent at another. I never
therefore could see the force of
those charges of inconsistency and
apostacy  which were brought
against him. Bbut [ blame him
for thinking i1l and speakingill and
acting ill respecting those who had
once been his coadjutors, and who
did not see reason to change ther
opinions and conduct. dpplicat
cui applicetur.

Those who maintain the pre-

existent glory and atonemcent of
 Christ need not, I think, indulge
any anxicty respecting their cause,
as long as the gospel of St. John is
allowed to be genuine and the
Epistles of St. Paul are retained in
‘the canon of scripture. Whilst we
find such pagsages as these, ¢‘I came
forth from the Father and came
into the world, and again 1 leave
the world and go to the Father ; »
and the expression of Paul, ¢ Who
being in the form of God &c.”” 1
express my own firm conviction,
that neither the surgical knife in
lopping off some passages, nor the
inquisitorial rack in torturing
others will be of much avail.

If these doctrines appeared to
me so Iinconsistent with reason
and the general tenourg of scripture
as they do to some of my brethren,
I would certainly adopt a different
method of getting rid of them, 1

would allow that they were the sen.

timents of the apostles, butthat they
were totinspived on thesesubjects,
and that it d:d not constitute a part
of their commission to publish such
doctrines. I do acknowledge that
there would be some difficulty in
taking this ground, as it might

Account of a Colonv of Karaite Jews.

weaken the testimony of the apostlag
in other respects ; but this difﬁculty
appears to me less then that which
the modera unitarians have now
to overcome. Hzec cestus artemque
repono. Yours &c..

- B. CARPENTER,

Account of a Colony of Karaite

Jews.

From Dr. Clarke’s Travels, p."476—48s,

¢ The morning after our arrival
(at Baktcheserai, the Capital of the
Crimea,) Colonel Richard Dunant,
a native of Smyrna, and an officer
in the Russian service, residingin
Baktcheserai, accompanied us on
horseback tu climb the steep defile
which leads from the city to the
Jewish colony of Dschoufoutkalé,
situated on a mountain, and dis.
tant about five versts. These Jews
are of the sect called Karaz ; they
inhabit an ancient fortress origin.
ally constructed by the Genoese
upon a very lofty precipice.

N k¥ ok # &

‘““We now came to the lowcr
verge of some steep cliffs, and be.
held on"the summit- the walls of
Dschoufoutkalé. In a recess upon
our right hand appeared the ceme.
tery, or ¢ field of dead,’” belong-
ing to the Karaite Jews. Nothing
could be imagined more calculated
to inspire holy meditation. It
was a beautiful grove, flling a
chasm of the mountains, rendered
dark by the shade of lofty trees and
overhanging rocks. A winding
path conducted through this s0-
lemn scene., Several tombs of
white marble presented a fine con-
trast to the decp green of the foli-
age, and some female figures 10
white veils were oflering pious ‘la-
mentations over the graves.  A#
eveuing or a morning visit to the
sepulchres of their departed frxcnd‘
1s, perhaps, the only ainng P

)



Account of a Colony of Karaite Jews.

+hich the Jewish women indulge

themselves, as they seldom leave

their houses ; and 1n this rebpect
their customs are similar to those
of Tartars and Turks, If the
belief these nations entertain, that
the souls of the dead hover about
their earthly tabernacles and hold
communion with the living, could
be admitted by the followers of
Christ, it would not be possible to
dire¢t the human mind to any
exercise more consolatory, or more
sublimely affecting. I’ never saw
Mahometans or Jews so -circum-
stanced, without feeling something
very hke a wisH to 'share at least
with them " this article of their
faith.

¢ The ascent from the ceraetery
{o the fortress, althoughshort, was

30 steep, that we were forced to’

alight from our herses and actually
climb to the gateway. Several
slaves, however, busied in convey.
ing water upon the backs of asses,
passed us in their way up., The
spring which supplies them  is be-
low in the defile ; and a very co-
pious'reservoir, cut In the rocks
above, is prepared for the use of 1
the colony._ As we passed the
gateway and entered the town,

we were et by several of the in-
habitants. Colonel Dunant inquir-
ed for a Jew. of his acquainiance,

one of the principal people in the
place. We were conducted to his
house, and found him at noon
sléeping on his divan. He rose
10 receive us, and presently re-

galed us with various sorts of con-

fe_cmonary, among which were
conserved leaves of roses and pre-
erved walnuts; also eggs, cheese,
cold pies and brandy. A mes-
senger was dispatched for the Rab-
b1, whot tHe ihvited: to’ Theet us,
and who soon aftter made his ap-
pearance. This man was held

X
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in very high consideration by them
all, and with good reason; for he
was exceedingly well informed, and

“had passed a public examination

with distinguished honour in Pe.
tersburg, after being sent for ex-
pressly by the Empress Catharine.
We were bighlyinterested by their
conversation, as well as by the
singularity of having found one
Jewish settlement, perhaps the
only one upon éarth, where that
people exist secluded’ from the.
rest of mankind; in theé free exeér-
cise of their ancient ¢ustoms and
peculiaritiess The town contains
about 1200 persons of both sexes,

‘and not more than 200 houses.

The Tartars left here a stately
mausoleum, erected for the
daughter of one of their Khans,
now a ruin. The principal part
of each dwelling belongs to the
women 3 but every master of a fa.
mily has his own private apartment,
where he sleeps, smokes, and re=
ceives-his friends. The ro6m 1n
which we were entértained was of
this description :" it was fitled with
manuscrlpts many in the bandwri.
ng -of ‘'our Host; others by ‘those
of his children; and all"in very
beautiful Hebrew chardcters. Thae
Karaites deem it an act'of piety to
copy the Bible, ‘or ¢dffious com-
mentaries upon its text, oncéd''in
their lives.  AIl their manuscnpt
coptes of the Old Testament began
with the book' of Joshua; and éven
thre mhost ancient did not contain
the Pentateuch. That part of the
Bible was kept apart, bur omnly in
a pritited version, for the use of
schools*, ln the synagqgues, with

* The reason given b ‘the Rabb; for-
the omission of the booka of Moses in
theis” manuscript: ¢opies. was that the
Pentatcuch being «n constant . use fos
the instruction of iheir children, it wag
reserved’ apaxt, that thnnholc vﬂlumc

YR



230

the exception of the_ books of
Moses, every thing wa¥ in manu-
script.  The Rabbi asked if we
had any of the Karaite sect in
England ; a question we could not
apswer. He said there were few
in Holland: and I believe, as a
scct, it is very rare. These Jews
call . themselves KARAI. The
ctymology of the name is uuncer-
tain. The difference between their
creed and that of Jews in general,
according to the information re-
ceived from the Rabbi, consists in
a rejection of the Talmud ; a disre-
gard to every kind of tradition ; to
all Rabbinical writings or opinions;
all marginal interpolations of the
text of scripture ; and, in a mea-
sure of their rule of faith by the
pure letter of the law. They pre-
tend to have the text of the Old
Testament in its most genuinestate.
Being desirous to possess one of
their Bibles, the - Rabbi, who
scemed gratified by the interest we
betrayed, permitted me to purchase
a beautiful manuscript copy writ-
ten upon vellum, about 400 years
old, but having left this volume in
the Crimea, to be forwarded by
way of Petersburg, it was never af-
terwards recovered. It began, like
the others which were shown to us,
with the book of Joshua. |
¢¢ The character of the Karaite
Jews is directly opposite to that
which is generally attributed to
their brethren in other countries,
being altogether without reproach.
Their honesty is proverbial in the
Crimea; and the word of a Karaite
is considered equal to a bond. Al-
most all of them are engaged 1n
trade or manufacture. We were
surprised to see vine leaves sold in
the streets, particularly as they
are abundant in the country ; tut
this article is in very great demand,

——

might not be liable to the injuries it
would thus sustain, :

Account of a Colony of Karazite Jews.

to use in cookery. - Theiy minced
meat is rolled up in vine leaves,
and sent to table 1n the form of
sausagcs. They observe their
fasts with the most scrupulous
rigour, abstainmg even from snuff
and smoking, for twenty-four
hours together. In the very
earliest periods of Jewish history,
this sect separated from the main
stem: this at lvast is their own
account, and nothing concerning
them ought to be received from
Rabbinists, who hold them in de.
testation. For this reason, the re.
lations of Leo of Modena, a Rab.
bi, of Venice, are not to be ad.
mitted. ‘Theirschism is said to
be as old as the return from the
Babylonish captivity. They use
very extraordinary care in the
education of their children, who
are taught publicly in the syna.
gogues : and in this respect the
Tartars are not deficient. I rarely
entered a Tartar village in the
day-time, withoutseeing the child-
ren assembled in some public
place, receiving their instruction
from persons appointed to super-

1ntend the care of their education;

reciting withaudiblevoices passages
from the Koranj; or busied in
copying manuscript lessons placed
before them. The dress of the
Karaites differs little from that
worn by the Tartars. All of them
of whatsoever age, suffer their
beards to grow ; but among Tar-
tars the beard is a distinction of
age, the young men wearing only
whiskers.  The Xaraites wear
also a very lofty thick felt cap,
faced with wool, which is heavy,
and keeps the head very hot. The
Turks and Armenians often do
the same; and in warm climates
this precaution seems a preserva-
tive against .the dangerous conse-
‘quences which result from ob-
structed perspiration.”
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BIBLICAL CRITICM,

AND

INQUIRIES AND DISQUISITIONS ON ECCLESIAS-
| TICAL HISTORY,

Josephus’s Testimony to the Di-
vine Mission of John the Bap-
fest.

March 21, 1811.
Josephus not only speaks of the
heathen converts to Christianity,
as converts to Judaism, but he is
the historian and apologist of the

Jewish believers, under the name

of Essenes. By this name he

chose to designate the followers of’

Jesus, as less obnoxious than that
of Nazarenes, or Galileans, or
Christians, and better calculated
to protect them from the charge of
ionovation, so often alleged by
their ememies.  This subject,
though perfectly understood by the
ancient fathers, has been concealed
by the thickest veil of prejudice
and error from the eyes of all mo-
dern critics. The history of the
first Jewish believers has been long
a melancholy desideratum in the

records of Christianity, and Philo

and Josephus are the honoured
names who will supply it.- The
developement of this interesting
question I will, however, defer at
present, and proceed to what Jo-
sephus says of John the Baptist,
of James, the brother of Jesus, and
of Jesus bimself, as more inti-
mately connected with the object
I have in view. In his Jewish
Antiguities, b. 17, ch. v. 2, he
thus speaks of the Baptist :—*< To
30me of the Jews it appeared that
the army of Herod was destroyed
by God in just vengeance for the
Murder of John, named Baptist.
For Herod slew him, .though he
W3 a just man, and encouraged

the Jews to come to his baptism
in the practice of virtue, in the
cxercise of justice to one another,
and piety towards God; assuring
them that ¢Aus baptism 1s accep-
table in his sight, and not by using
it as the means of averting sins,
but of cleansing the body, as the
mind is purified by righteousness.
Herod, seeing his communication
with others, and all his hearers
much elated with his discourses,
feared lest his power of persuasion
should induce the people to rebel;
for they seemed eager to act im
conformity to his advice. He .
therefore thought it better to anti-
cipate a revolution by killing him,
than repent after a change should
involve him in difficulties.?’

"At the time in which Josephus
wrote his history, the great facts
contained in the evangelical re.
cords were known inevery part of
the Roman empire, and the object
of the Jewish historian was, with-
out mentioning them, to enforce
their truth by well.attested facts
founded upon them. Thus it was
known that John pointed to Je-

sus as the Messiah, and announced

the kingdom of heaven to be at
hand, which, as then understood

to be of a temporal nature, would

soon set aside the power of Herod.

‘The apprehension of this necessa-

rily awakened his jealousy. And
Josephus unequivocally declares,
that a jealousy of this kind was
his real motive in puatting the Bap-
tist to death.  This base motive
Herod must have been desirous to
conceal from the public, and
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sought some less. obnoxious pre-
tence for destroying the object of
his fears. ‘I'he Jewish historian
by saying that fear and jealousy
induced Herod to murder the
Baptist, intended bis readers to
conclude . that, the story. of the
daughter pleasing him, and of the
promise into which he was seem-
ingly betrayed, was a mere con-
trivance between Herod and his
samily. ‘Some :incidents, menti«
oned in. the evangelical records,
justify this conelusion; and they
are.pointed out by Mr. Jones, in
‘his IHustrations of the Four Gos-
PG]‘S‘.-’ . K « : o
.. Farther, Josephus does not
mention the reproof given Herod
:by. the Baptist ; but he mentions
& fact which proves the truth of
it: . And:it-was the opinion of
the.Jews, that to avenge his death,
there came upon the army of Her-
od, the destroyer- from God, 1n.
censed’ at his baseness.”” The army

of-which Josephus here speaks bad

macched against Aretas, father of
the divorced ‘wife, who made war
on. Herod. for the insult offered his

family 1n the ' pefson: of his daugh-

ter.: - In the beginning of the first
‘battle, Herod and .his army were
completely routed; and the vic-
toryi terminated in favour of the
injured :father. Now as it wasa
fact motorious: to the Jewish peo-
ple, that the Baptist had the firm.
ness:to advise Herod notto repu-
diate his wife, and thus endea-
voured to prevent the war between
him and Avretas, the language na-
tural for the Jews to use on such
an event was, “ The ‘destruction
of his. army:is- a judgment upon
him: from: Ged for violating his
1aw, and killing -his prophet,  who
had the magnanimity to-admonish
him of his crime.” i

This language therefore points

| Josephus on the Mission of Jokn the Baptist,

to the reproof ‘which the Baptist

gave Herod as its cause, and pr,.

ceeds from 1t alone as its conge.
quence. ‘And it is remarkable,
that while Josephus appears to
differ from the evangelists, he con.
firms, and, what is more, he in.
tended to confirmy theirnarratives,

The evangelists represent Jesus
and his disciples. as having one
solemn communication with the
Baptist; and the attestations then
given to the former were calcu.
lated, in a :remarkable manner,
to alarm the men in power, u
leading them to suspeet our Lord
and his forerunner guilty of a con.
spiracy -against- the state. The
evangelists. -evidently - labour te
preclude this suspicion by repre.
senting John as having no- intes.
course -with- Jesus either, before or
after -his baptism 2. ‘For the last
of these histortans hold up the
Baptist as declaring, (and, again,
as repeating his declaration) that
he had no knewledge of Jesus- till
he was pointed out to*him by the
descent of the Holy Spirit; and the
second of them uses-thé word -
mediately twice, to shew: that John
had no time to conspire with Jesus

after his baptism; the latter having
nstantly departed at the pressing

instigation of the Holy Spirit. Luke
moreover; represents the people of
every class as coming to ask his
advice, thus acknowledging his
authority to command them. -This
communication with Jesus, and
his admenitions to the peo‘plei" ate
thus alluded to by Josephus:
¢ Herod, seeing his comm unicatiofi?
with others, and all his hearerm
elated with his discourses, feared
lest his power of persuasion shou d
indwee them :to- rebel; for they
seemed eager to dct in conformity
with his advice.”” - =

~ Among those who came for ad-
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yice, were the soldiers, some of Baptist then, according to Jose-

whom must .have . been agents of phus, apprized’ the:Jewish people
Herod, and of those partizans who of some calamity that awaited

are called by Mark, Herodians.

them on accouunt of their guilt, and

Theirobject was to entrap the Bap. inculcated. repentance -and fefc‘)ﬁ B
tist, hoping to find him guilty of - mation as the means of avoiding

treason by interfering with the
powers of government in dirccting
the army. But- John was awarc
of their sinister views, and he re
tarns this pointed answer,:—*: Do
violence to no man, neither accuse
any falsely, and be content with
your wages.”” ' ‘As though he had
said, ¢ Prescrve proper discipline,
and do not excite tumault in the
country. I know your intention
to accuse me. The advice, there.
fore, which you mostly need, is,
net to bear falsc testimony against
me nor any other person. 1 have
no wish to withdraw
ance from Caesar j.and so far from
offering you any prospects of plun.
deror preferment, L advise youto be
content with the wages you receive
from your present commanders.”

Lastly, Joscphus represents the

Baptist as’' @ prophet ; because his
language implies that John forc-
told the Messiah; a fact which
made him a prophet in the costi-
ation of the people and our Lord
himself; and because, moreever,
he represents the same Buptist as
%arning the people not ‘merety to
Come to his baptism, but to prac-
lice piety towards (God and right-
tousness'towards man ; or, in the
language of the cvangelists, to re-
pent.and bring furth fruit meet for
'®pentance, as the. means of avert-
NESINS, ems Twy quapradwy mopas-
- ™e, literally, for the deprecation

¥ #ns. Now, in the language of a

| -t'ew, to avert or deprecate sin, is
' ®Same thing as to avert or.depre-

izﬂlction, whieh' is the: suppbsed
Bequence of that sin. The
YOL. v3.

<

your allegi-

% some natural evil or temporal-

1t. - This s precisely the repre-
-segtation’ we have in“the gospels.
"Johu deelared that the impenitent
.would be cut off from the stem of
Abraham, be dispersed like chaff,
and consumed as with fire. This
~was fulfilled in'the destruction of

Jetusalem, and in ‘the sufferings *

‘'which the inhabitants llxiderwem;’
during the siege and their subses

quent captivity. ~ In ‘speakitig‘ of-

this accomplishment, Josephus
uses the very metaphor before used

L4

s
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by the Baptist:—*¢] am of opi- *
nion,* says he, ¢* that, on this -

account, God, who hates impiety,
has'demolicshed our city 5 and, re.

garding the temple as no longera -

upon us the Romans, and exposed

it and the ¢ity to. purifying fire,

and ourselves, with our children,
toslavery; wishing that ‘we should

learn virtue from our calamities.”

Antiqg. Jud.lib. 20. C. 8. 5.

The ancient fathers understood
this passage of Josephus. in the
Light
Ilic, says Jerome in his book of
Hlastrious Meny,  confitetur Jo-
lhanncm  Baptistam vére prophe-
tam fuisse. This Lardner calls an
inaccurate reference 3 but Jeromd
fully comprehended® the opinions
and language -of Joscphus, and
Lardner assuredly - did  neither.
1 shall conclude that Josephus 1n
this, as well as in other passages,
is, 'in the strictest sense, a Chras-
tian writer, and that his object
was to enforce the truth of the
Christian Scriptures. - - '

THEOLOGUS.

[ |

2 »

- pure habitation for himself, brought -

I have here explammed . -
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u'u.r.. PLYAS'D TO PRAISE, YET NOT A¥RAID TO nLAM:z.?’-'-ron.

ARt 1. Sermons by. Samuct Hors-
ley,LLD F.R.S F. A4.8.
Late Lord Bishop of St. Asaph.
2 Vols. Dundee, Printed. Lon-
don, Hatchard, &c Voi. 1. pp.

- 358, Vol. I1. pp. 447. |
The prelate whose posthumous
sermons are before us, was no or.
dmar3 man. Strong powers of
mind, various lecarning apd great

energy of 5tyle, are among his dis."

tinctions as a writer : and with these
he secmns io have united a love of
parddox which betrays an almost
1 entire absence of judgment, and
occasionally tempts us to believe
that he was the sport, in a consi-
derable degree, of his {feelings and
lmagmatlon.
literary and theological character,
not to speak of him under any o-
ther, there were inconsistencies
which are scarcel) ex plicable but
on this mpposmon. |

We find in these pages many in-
stances both of his excellencies and
faults as a preacher and author.

The purpose of the ‘three first
discourses (Jdmes v. 8. Matt.
xxiv. 3), is to shew that ¢ the com-
nng,oﬁ the Lord’ usuall_y means, n
the New Testament, the season of
the oxncra\ judgment,
is }ts slgmﬁcatmn in many pas-
safes, we have no doubt: but we
are of opinion that thop 11. has
contended for rather more than he
bas proved. The phrase is often
equivalent to . that of < the son -of

man coming in his kingdom’, and
is to’ be txp]amed by it: and thlb

vvvvv

salem. A, better mt.%lmm"son

ghan our author'’s.of Luke xxi, fcg.

wjth

In his mtel.ectua,l ’

'That such

occur,s in Tilustratians of. Py oplees
cy® awork of considerable inforna.

. 1101, ACCUTACY. and value, which

ought ro be in the possession of,
¢cvery man who studies tbe pro-
phelic Scriptures. |
In sermons iv. v. vi, vii. we
bave such an.exposition of Ps. xlv,
as will highly delight two classes
of readers ; those wha are fond of
m ystical interpretations of the sa.
¢red volume, and those who think,
the dcceased Bishop, that,
christian princes are. Justified in.

“defending their religion, by arms, .

and that to .allege the preceptsen.

joining mutual forgiveness, &c. as,

an objectian to this practice, isthe.
cant of puritanism! For a. coirect
translation of the Psalfn, we must
refer to the version of it by Dr. Ged-

‘des. There is much robablht) in,

the younger Rosenmulh '1’$ SUppO-
sition that this nuptial ode was ad-
dressed by a Jewish bard to.a king.
of . Persia. '

The eighth . is a commcm upon..
1 John, v. 6.1tis eloqu( ntly writ-
ten: but the bishop, we conceive, fail.
of shewing.that the epistle teaches.
the doctrmes of the incarnation and
atonement, and that, the water spo-

ken of n the text \\as ‘miraculous.

and typxcal Not much to his cre»
dit as a critic, he stardily retains.
the clause of the three heavenly.
witnesses, of which, hewever, he.

D attempts an exposition rather dife

ferent from what._.is usually, pro-
posed by the orthodox champ‘lQmo
of the passage. .

“Sermon ix, preached. befom the
Socmty for promouncr Christian.

A_M"

vmapny N
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Dr. ifl'or.iley s Sermons.

'Kndwledde (Luke iv. 18, 19), Is,
in the main, the best in these vo-
Jumes. We shall have occasion
{o recur to it with pleasure as e.
qually creditable to the feelings
and the talents of the departed
prelate.

In the tenth (Mark vii.  37),

eached for the Deaf and Dumb
Asylum, we perceive little to ap-
prove except the statement .and
exhortatlon at the conclusion.
’Tbls dlscourSe, indeed, we have
Tately seen chmacterlzed as cona
wining a very admirable discus-
‘sion- on miracles. We hope to make
it appear, before we close the
| ’ﬁresent article, that what has thus
“een pronouncod .an admirable
discussion is, in truth an exhibiti.
‘on of ‘the | most unworthy sophistry.
" "The eleventh is, on the
whole, an excellent practical dis-
lcours ' Blsho H.; here puints
out S)e senses in wblch Christ’s
c}omm‘andment John xiii. 34.
‘of brotherly love, may be styled
‘anew commandment.

In the twelfth he explains Matt.
xvi, 28, as allusive to Judas Isca-
riot and. to eternal pumshment
Possnb‘ly, his attachment to the
Bygotfums stated in the three first
discourses, may have the rather
lspOSed hun to this interpretation.

His. reasonings do not satisfy us:

but we wish our readers tu con.
‘sult the sermon itself.

.. The thlrteenth, preached before
.d)e Socrety for the propagation of
the Gospel in Fmelgn Parts, 1s an
wplanation of Matt. xvi. 18, 19,
and an application of the truth
Wh)ch Bishop H. understands to
be - conveyed by the words. He
shews with pla.usxbﬂiLy, if not.com.
Pl?“a SUC(;.‘GSS, th@t of the plomwes
Contdined in them the former was
2dressed %o Peter personally and

‘which was
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exclusively, the latter, to the
church at Jarge. The discourse
concludes with appropriate advice
to the established clergy.

No. .xiv. (1 Cor. i1. 2.) wag
preached in Gloucester cathedral,
at an ordination: and, though we
do not assent to every interpretas
tion, every assertion, or every rcds
soning which 1s found in it, we
consider ity nevertheless, as a
masterly and decisive argument to
evince that sound learning is essen.
tial for supplying to the Ch¥istian
teacher of the present day the
want of inspiration.*. |

The four foliowing sermons are
on prophecy.(2 Pet. i..20, 21,) and
notwithstanding some fanciful ex<

positions which occur in them they

deserve, and will repay, an atten.
tive- perusal.
. In the nineteenth (Matt xgx.
21,) preached on Good Friday,
and separately printed, many
years since, the doctrines of the
Provxdence of God and the free
agency of man, are discussed with
no common talent. 'This sermon,
if we mistake not, was animada
verted on by Dr, Pnestley and 1¢
is remarkable that Bishop H. hére
speaks of that cclebrated man in
much handsgmer and juster terms
than he afterwards employed.

The twentieth, too, has alr(ad)
appeared before. the public: 1t.1s
upon the difficult text, ¥ Pet. i,

'18, 19, 20, and attempts to shew

that . Christ’s disembodied spirit
descendced, in the interval between

assages in thu dmcoufﬁc,
rst published soon after the
delivery ot it, called forth the severe but
mevited strictures of the late Gilbert
Wakefield. See his Life (vol. i. pp. 28%
—288,) which contains his opinion of
dné’ spccnmcn of the Bishop’s critical
Jedrning - M. the ocontraversy ~withh B,
Pricstley.

® Some

¢
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* “his crucifixion and resurrecnon, picable cant of the Puritans,” ¢,
into kell; not the. plac:e of torment, the unlawfulness of war. ~
but the TCSidt nce of the separate 'The manner in which Dr. H,
"« souls of the righteous! - speaks of distinguished authom
In Nos. xxi. xxil. xxiil. the whose sentiments he has occasion
- doctrine of the sabbath (Mlark 1i. to controvert is extlcmely arro.‘
. 27), is explained and entorced. gant.and unbecoming.- That cer.
QOur author maintains, in vppusi- tain Unitarian writers should e
- tion. to- Pd]ey and others, that the called by him, *_the doctors of
. sabbath is a primeeval, and not a that unpious school,” (vol. 1. p,
- Jewish institation.  This® sct of 198} wiil possibly excite ho sur.
- discourses has a strong claim upon prize : but that he should refer to
. the attention of the theological in- Dr. Samuel Clarke as among
- quirer. . ¢¢ those who, with much ostenta.
The twenty-fom th, twenty-ﬁﬂh tion of phlloloolca} lcdrnmg
..and. twenty-sixth - treat very inge- which they possessed, and of ine.
niously on the fact (John iv. 42,) taphysical which they possessed
- of the .early disposition of the Sa- not, have composed laboured de-
. maritans to beliéveinthe Messiah, m~bnstrations, (as they presume to
. and to receive Jesusin that charac. call them,) of natural and revealed
- ter ; and in the twenty-seventh and - religion,”—(Vol i. pp. 178, 179,
twenty-ewhth we meet with many and that he should rank the learn.
excellent remarks on Christian ed and judicious Farmer among
. perfection; (Philipp. ni. 15,) in- <¢the philosophizing divines of la-
. termixed, however, with obser- ter times, who, under the mask of
. vations whlch denote that . this zeal for religion,” have done it
- preacher’s views of theology amd ‘more disservice than its open ene.
- metaphysics were notalways clear,  mics,”” (Vol i. "p. 233.) this,
- his statements not uniformly con- surely, is an insaleice of dogma-
. sistent. usm, which cannot be excused
He composed and delivered No. even in the late Bishop of St
29, on’occasion of the victory off Asaph. His style too is sometimes
Cape Trafalgar, (Dan. . 17.) In coarse and vulgar, almost to ludi.
-refuting the notion that the go- crousness..  We could not sup-
vernment ‘of the world is com- press a sinileat the following sen-
mitted to angels and archangels, tence ; especially as it appeared to
he is not unsuccessful. But he usdescriptive of the Prelate’s mau-
. seems._to have forgotten that the -ner as a controversialist s ’
* language of the vision, whence  ¢¢ Of such hardened enemies
‘his text is taken, would naturally there is no hope, till they have
be borrowed from the ideas, cor- been. hacked and hewed [hewn),
rect. or incorrect, whi¢h prevailed belaboured, and all but slain (m
at the time and in the country to the strong ]anguaorc of one of the
~which it refers.  Nor has he es- ancient prophets) by the heaVY
.tablished his curious supposition, sword ‘of the word of terror. .
thathy the Loly ones and the wdtch- Vo] 1. p. 111. |
- ersy ave ancant the three persons of - Bishop H’s audiences and res-
“ the irtiity, or shewn the propriety dus mlght also have been spared
pf hmnvccnve against the ¢ dcs- the pxcture of ¢¢ the cramm“

i h
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Review,—Dr. Horsley's Sermons,

_stage. coach and the noises of
* other vebicles, such as ¢ the sharp

ratle of the whirling phaeton, and |

'the graver ‘ramble of the loaded
‘waggon, mixed with the oaths and
mprecanons of the brawhno dri-
vers.’ (Vol ii. pp. 206, ‘268 )
There are those who have prazs-
ed the acuteness of this author as
a metaphysician and logician.
With theview of ascertaining his

‘mcrits 'in these characters, let us

attend to his- strictures on Mu.
Farmer.. That admirable writer,
our readers will recollect, endea-
‘'vours to shew from analogy, that
bemga superior .to man have not
the power of ‘working miracles.®
What then is the reply of Dr. H ¢
- % It.is matter,” says he, ¢ of
“fact and daily experience, that
mere man, in addition to the na-
tural  dominion, of the mind of
every - mdw;dual over the body
which he animates, has acquired
an empire of no small extent over
the’ matter of the external woxld ”
Vol. i. 233-——-—238

‘This 3 is perfectly true ; but 1t is
nothmg to the purpose, The ques-
fions - to be rcgqlved, axe, Does
wan act, or can he act, out of
his proper. sp/zere 2 Can e pro-
duée changes in the stun, tbe moon,
theplanetb and sl more_in the
fixed ‘stars, and the most distant
bodies in Creation 2 " All this pmst
be demonstrated, - before the casé,
put by our author, can be regard-
ed as wnalogous to that which is
reated. on by Mr. Farmer. The
P-oofs given by this preacher of
What he terms man’s’ empire over
the matter of the external world,
e no’inore than familiar but
Pleasing examples of Lord Bacon’s
dpliorism, ¢ knowledge s poWer.”.
Inthe two quotatlons WIth whlch
S W N

.
Dlum. on era.clcs. «b. u, M %, n.

. dren,”’?

T 4

our review of these able and une-
qual volumes will be eoncluded,

Bishop H. speaks. the language of
a consistent Protestant, and of a

‘warm, enlightened advecate for the

lower orders of the people. Enea
mies to ecclesiastical dommatlon,
whether in a convocation or in
a general assembly, friends of the

‘beautiful and. well-tried plan of

clementary instraction which we
owe, upder Provndence to-Joseph
Lancaster, “we hail such aenu-
ments from such a man, and ex-
claim with delight, if not with as-
tonishment, “¢ [s Saul also among
the prophets P’ Vol. 1. 8, 9.

Quis novus hi¢ nostris successu sedi-

‘bus hospes ? \

Quem sese ore ferens |

“¢ " The claim of mfalhbnhty, or
even of authority, to prescribé
magisterially to. the opinions and
the consciences of men, whether in
an individual or in assemblies and
collections of men, is never to be
admitted. Admxtted said I!'—
itis not to be heard wsth patience,
unless’ 1t be supported by a mi.
racle 7 *(vol. i. 212, &c.)—
¢¢ the most ' effectual means’ of
preaching ‘the gospel tothe poor, .
1s by charitable provisions for the
religious education- of their cth,
—~¢¢ Blessed be Gody  instis’
tutions for this pious purpose a.’
bound in most parts of the king.

- dom. The authority of our Lord"
- example, of preaching to the poor,
- will, with every serious: believer;

outweigh the objection which'hath
been raised against these charitable
institutions, by a meananddastard-

-1y policy imbibedin foreign climes,
" not less unchristian than it is m. |
-consistent with the genuine feel- =

ings of the home-bred Briton—=a
policy which pretends to’ forésee, -
that by the advantages of & ‘relie

> gious education; ‘the poor may be -
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‘raised above the ‘laborious duties
.of his'station, and his use in ¢ivil
Jlife:be lost.”—¢¢ 'Despotism—sin.
s¢cere, ‘unalloyed, rigid despotism,
is the orly form of ;government
-which may, with safety to itself,
veglect'the education of'its iufant
wpoor. ‘Where it is ‘the 'princi-
ple -of government that the com-
anon- people are to be ruled as
mere snimals, it might indeed be
impolitic to suffer them toacquire
+he moral discernment and the
spontaneity of man * * * It is con-
trary ‘to the order df nature, i.e. it
s repugnant ‘tothe decrees 6fPro-
vidence, and therefore the thing
shall never be, that civil liberty
should maintsin its gronnd ameng
any pegple disqualified by igno-
ragce and profligacy for the use
and ehjeyment of iw.”

Arr, M. Thoughts on Subscrip-
tiont to drticles of Farth, in Six
 Letlexs, addressed to a Member
fi[  tle Suciety for educating
- Xoung Men for the Ministry, at
Hosmerton dcademy. By Robert
Winter, D.D, 8vo. pp. 35.
Conder. Leondon. = 1811,

On x‘;eadi:? the articles of the
Homerton dcademy, furnished by

a corrgspondent, ps - 219—221,
most of .our readers must have
entertained a persuasion that the
impositipn of them could not be
agreeshle. to the principles nnd fecl-
ings of many of the Calvinistic Dis-~
senters. Dr. Winter has, with manly
flﬂnkﬂes%,dedared his .disappnabag.
tion of the- Homerion Test ; and we
hegr that ‘sevaral other ladepen.

dept. ministers are. intept upan its

gholition: should .their effosts he

rate themielvus and theiw dendnie

‘ot “Wubscription.

- of ‘altopting the “most oppressive
¢ustotn of ationil churches.
| "‘{”T@)e’:ﬁoﬁtertqn Articles,” say
‘Dr.*"Winter, p. 8. %% are of ancient
ddte. ‘I dave -a copy of them,
‘which ‘I supipose to ‘be the firstedi.
tion, printed in ‘the year 1733,
From that time to the present,
the only alteration which has taken
place, censists in the omission of
one word 1n the last article, They
are generally understood to have
been framed under tlie direction
¢f Dr. Abraham Taylor, and in.
‘deed bear strong internal evidence
of having proceeded from the pen
of that learned polemic divine ; for
they appear to be literally abridged
from'a large and elaborate confes.
sion of faithy which he delivered
at his Ordination at Deptford, on
New Yearss Day, 1731. That
the adoption of this abridgement
was a high compliment to the
newly orddined pastor of the
Church at Deptford, and ve;.z
flatiering to a vanity, which
needed- no additional inceénse to
perfuine it, cannot be doubted.
_Whit there was ‘of evangelical de-
votiony 'of Christian meekness, of
eminént and exemplary  holiness
in Dr. Taylor to staimp so pecu-
liar an honour on 4is confession,
as- to make it a test for others to
subsciibe, we, who live at -1hf
distance of nearly four.score yeas
. from that time are not, perhﬂbsa al-
together competent to determne.
The author considers * sub-
scription ” as it réspects the stu-
dents and the pecuniary support-
- ers of the Homerton Academy, fl“d
shews it to be useless, inexpedient,
oppressive’ and -i’x')jul‘i(‘)us.“: ' “f
“are.stirprized, however, “that Dr.

.

W. stiotild net once Jenounce it

-the. assumiption of -dominion 0ver

ity fXom Law EppRosels - conivignce, the intrusivn of Aumes
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aythorily. & matiers . of. faith. is.likely, to produce among® those-
gud the practical: denial of. the: whese theological views.are maost.
sufficiency.of the scriptures. widely different from ours ® Your
But allowing the author his own. - reply, I know, will bey for it is
ground, he ‘has ma:ntained his the fact, that the artieles, so far-
cause with much ability, and.we as.they. are known, exeite their
hope the event will prove with sig- disgust and derision.. ' ¢ The -Uani~
nal success: | tartan Society’ can support it
On the subject of the aecesstty principles without any such test,
of the articltes, Dr« W. says, p. 21, and the members. of-itj with’ some
very liberally, and, we are sure, appearance of evidence, consider
very justly,, - o - this-fence set -about: our limits, as
¢ Let the friends of evangelical a tacit and .involuntary confession
truth steadily and zealously sup. of the weakness of the cause,-
port the cause€ and .they nced not Hence, as well as from other.
fear the intruston of those who causes, their young. people-are ac.
oppose 1t. - It 1s a suspicion too customed,  with all their -avowed-’
dishonourable to berindulged, res. love of free- ingquiry, t6 consider’
pecting those persons whose theolo- what is called Calvinism, which
gical - opiniohs we ' most strongly they unwarrantably identfy with-
reprobate that if the door of our the rules of a particutar society,’,
institution were thrown open, they as unworthy their attention and
would enter it, for the sake of art. investigation.” P. 31. |
fully changing its' nature and its - By ¢¢ The Unitarian Society,””
objects. . At Arian, a.Socinian, we suppose the author intends the..
a modern Unitarian, would. never  London Unitarian  Book Soczety ;
think of beeoming a member with., heis not, probably, aware that this .
any such. view. ‘Nor would a institution embraces but a small
Calvinist ‘deem it fair or honour. proportion of the Unitasians, even
able to give his support to institu- in tlie metropolis ; we wish it in.
tions, of which the avowed princi- cluded a greater number. 'And'hm;:z,
Ples ‘are foreign to his own, with .may satisfy himself that the youths
the -hope ~of -forming , a party to-amongst .the  Unitarians, whether
overturn the original design,” they inquire ‘into Calvinism or
On the efféct of the requirement not, never confound it with the How.
of subscription upon by-standers, merton drticles, of which we will =
lhef,agthor reldtes .that when. the ventyre to say, that not one in as
d'?Senting ‘minpisters formerly ap- hupdred ever heard..
plied to parliament-for relief from It is but.justice.to the Homer..
Subscription to -the articles of the ton Academ y to state, that all'the ~
Church of Eugland, it was, urged students are not required to- subje:
N one of the debates, ¢ that the scribe to articles, but, onlj such as-_
iﬁi”sﬁl‘lters had a "'u.fst;_ among them. are on th’e.fo undation of the K,ilfg'!f |
ing:h’fqr the ad,m.nssjwn of students Head 80c101ty,' What proportion )
U thelr academies.”, p. 32, these bear to the whole number,-;
¢, further, asksy ¢ what im, we are not informed._
Pression; the existence of this Jaw ©~ For the honour of the dissentets
1o Produced: where it _has: been in general, we hope that thie piecs. -

1R 0% thawscmiiauampad it of Tuconsistency: pointed.out. and™
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réprobated by Dr.
speedily removed. The Indepen-
dents cannot, upon reflection, wish
their youths to commence their
ministry by an initiatory act of
stavery, or reconcile it to their
Christian feelings to degrade their

 State of Public Afairs.
W. will be

future teachers to the condition of
the subjects of Peru, who, whey
admitted into the presence oftheir -
Incas, entered with a burden epon
their shoulders, as an emblem of -
their servitude * ‘

—
Ap—

MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS,
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 The Christian’s Survey

Tre birth of the Kinc oF
RoME has naturally producecd

those congratulations which are

customary in all courts, on the
births of princes. Adulation fol-
lows greatness, however acquired ;
and in this case, to worldly poli-
cy 1t may seem advantageous
~ that the throne should be estab.
lished, rather than that the de.
‘mise of the sovereign should open
the door to future convulsions.
To those, however, who consider
what Rome has been, the birth of
this' child and the title given to
it present many very serious re-
flections. Rome has been the
great seat of spiritual apostacy.
For a long time, this city lorded
over ' 'the sovereigns of the earth,
and was drunk with the blood of
martyrs. The greater part of the
Christian world was carried away
by its dissimulations and delu-
sions.” We have lived to see a fa-
tal blow struck on this seat of
abominations. To speak 'in the
language of scripture, the kings
of the earth, ¢ begin to hate the
whore,””—to take off her luxuri-
ous garments, to cast her to the
ground, devoted to shame and
disgrace.

The Pope, who boasted, a few
years ago, of being the sovereign
of Rome, and whose predecessors
weré Jooked up to with the utmost

of the Political World.

awe and veneration, is now con.
fined a prisoner in some castle of
Italy, to which his adberents find
it difficult to obtain access. This
1s not an entire novelty in the his.
tory of the world. Popes have
been prisoners before, but lave
recovered their liberty, and reig.
ed in splendor. 'The imprison.
ment of this Pope did not sccure
the world from a rcturn to his
wonted power. = Buonaparte an.
nexed his dominions to France,
and made Rome the second city
of the empire ; still we felt appre-
hensions, lest by some political
plan the Pope might again return
to Rome, and be enthroned in
glory. The title of the new-born
child seems to drive away every
idea of the Pope regaining his
temporal authority; and if he 18
ever restored to Rome, still he

cannot be permitted to ‘enjoy
the honours which exceeded
those of royalty. He cannot

rise above the dignity of a priest,
and must bend to regal autho-
rity. ~ This seems the probable
course of things; but we S]lOQl.d
hope that his return to Rome 1
for ever cut off, that no more
meetings shall be in the conclavey
and that with the old man who
now holds the title 1t shall ex-

S,
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pire, - Popery Wwill be destroyed,
léng before:true religion is restor-
ed; and every blow on the papa-
cy must excite joy in the protes-
tant; and confidence in the words
of prophecy, that however de.
pressed the witnesses to the truth
may be in any age, yet still their
cause shall be at last triumphant.
"~ The influence of namesis great,
and in managing the prejudice in
favour of them, Buonaparte has

shewn his usual dexterity. The:

Freneli. were wiolently attached
to the .name of king: he has
drowned itin the superior splendor
ofiimperial. dignity, and to restore
s Bourbon to his antient rights
would now be a degradation of the
sovereignty. - With Rome was asz
soclated the dignity of Pope, and
to this latter title, an idea of some-
thing sacred, something superior
to human. greatness. The name
of Rome will oecur as before, and
peehaps more fréquently, but then
it will be- associated with that of
King instead of Pope. This fami-
harity of appellation will necessa-
nly lower the idéa of the Pope in
the minds. of his followers ; and
vhen‘onee that impression is sha-
ken, it will fall rapidly.into con
lempt. - We must not hewever be
100 samguiné ;- we know: not what
farther: delusions _are preparedfor
thosewho have joined to. the: wor-
ship of God that of other persons,
ind who have forsaken the wordsof
our Saviour for the vain traditions
of men,, R ’

Amidst the 'rejo'mi‘fﬁligs of the

Flﬁhch court, . uneasiness -will mix
;}lsel'f,. and the Emperor 1s said.to
8¢ ordered his mmperial guard

\ h SPaaN. We. should rather
av¢ thought that he would order

noxe m‘bopsv ‘1nto.- that - unhayp PY

ountry; as-hemmast be: martifed

voL. V!. ' “

in finding bimself so far from the
termination of his wishes.  He
does not however relax 1n his ana
ti-commercial plans; buty on the
coutrary, scems prépared to fore-
go all toreign luxuri s, rather than
give up his projects. Sugar is an-
article of great request in his.couna
try. - He is determined that his
subjects should possess 1t without
having recourse to a transatiantic
region. It is to be extracteéd from
the grape, and the manuiacture
iIs going on with great rapiditye.
In the sawe manner, heis making
substitutes for other commaodities 3
and if the folly and the evils of
this war have been great, they
will at least set men.upon new in-
ventions, which may be of use in
more peaceable Umes.. A greag
error prevails in kngland with rew
spect to France, as f 1L were ruifla
ed, becuse it has not the kind of
trade which ~we enjoy: but if
Buonaparte succeeds in lis endea-
vour of cuiting us oft from the con=-
tinent of Kurope, he will still pos-
sess that trade, which arises from
the internal exchange of the comye
modities of his own provihces, as
well as the export of them to avery-
great portion of liurope, by nvers,
canals and land carviage. .

GERMANY scems to be very
tranquil. Austria 1s taking steps.
fot its recovery, and holds out
promiscs for its depreciated papera:
money. The promise may seem
a very extraordinary. one o those
who made sgchy an outcry against
the French, for their-depredations,:
on the church,. The Emperor ase
sures the public, that the church
property, of which he has seised
no small quantity, shatl go to the
payment . and, security: of, the, nae
tional debt, . Thus the church. iy »
losing - it influence in (H3L-CoMNns -
| i
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try, where was its last hope of
support ; and, which.ever way we
turn our eye, those domains, which
for ages have supported an indo=
lent race of men, are sacrificed to
very different ‘objects, and such
men- can po longer exist.. We
hope and trust that, in this case,
due allowance -has been made for
those men, who entered into these
orders, perhaps, more from advice
of friends and parents, than their
own Inclinations ; and the rever-
sion of the monastic lands, in the
Austrian dominions, was a suffi-
cient gain for the state. We have
seen the evil effects of the grant of
lands to pernicious institutions. It
was a very early mischiefin the
Christian church, and when men
forgot our - Saviour’s words, and
endeavoured to regulate his king-
dom by the maxims of worldly
policy, nothing could follow but
the tyranny of priestcraft, and
‘the depression of the commu-
nity. , |
Phe war between the RussiAns
and TuRrKs goes on with languor,
though there has been, if we can
depend upon the intelligence from
those quarters, some sharp fighting
between those powers.  But their
quarrel excites little interest either
here, or elsewhere, except in the
neighbourhood of the scenes of
action, or the territories of the
combatants. | :
'Spain and PORTUGAL conti-
riue to present such horrors as
could not exist. me# christianised
world.
taid waste, and fire and the sword
‘have destroyed populous cities and
villages, with their inhabitants.
Such is the fate of (war, that is,
of the folly and the wickedness of
man. When the passions are on:
fleat, no one knows to what ex.

Vast districts have been
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tent they may be carried ; apg
they are the instruments of wrath,
to correct what, probably, could
not, by other means, be amendeq_
The Peninsula is in such a state,
that a new order must take place.
The old system cannot be restored,
but dreadful has been the process
of its overthrow. The boasts of
the French have vanished intg
smoke. Massena, with his im.

‘mense army, could stay no longer

in his positions ; nor was there any
possibility of drawing the allies
from their intrenchments, where
they were plentifully supplied with
every necessary. Compelled, by
want of provisions, to break up
his quarters, he has made a most
masterly retreat, but carried with
him havock and desolation; and
the land, through which he passed,
must long mourn his progress.
The English followed, but had
skirmishes only with his rear
guard, in which they were always
successful ; and they have the sa-
tistaction of being the deliverers of
PorTUGAL, and of having given
to Seaixn a full opportunity of
asserting 1ts 1ndependence.
Massena was compelled to re-
treat ; and Spain is before him to
recruit his famished army. Un-
happy country! To be defeated,
he must be pursued by another
army ; and how are they both to
be provided for! In either case,
that country is doomed to suffer
If he is not pursued, the Spaniards
must bend under his yoke ;.if hels
pursued, their country will be r2-
vaged. Great part however en)oys

-some repose, and there i, stil

strength 10 the country, it pro-
perly organised, to resist 'th'
power of France. Lord Welling-
ton has shewn what may be don¢
The mighty conquerors may be
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starved out, if they are too nume-
rous to cope withal in the field :
and the advice, at the beginning
of the war, never to attack the
enemy, but to wear him out with
skirmishes and the division of
his forces, appears now to have
been founded on the wisest plans
of policy. The Spaniards have
lost Badajoz stnce our last : but
part of the allied army which was,
after the retreat of Massena, de-
tached by Lord Wellington into
those quarters, has approached
near to its walls, and defeated the
French in their way to it. The
city, it is very probable, will soon
beretaken. Their entrenchments
before Cadiz remain unhurt, and
no small dissatisfaction prevailsin
the town, on the conduct of Las
Penas, in the last attempt to at-
tack them. Of the Cortez, we
hear nothing. It continues its
cessions, but we hear little of its
resolves. T'he deliverance of Spain
must depend on the energy of the
peasantry .1n 1ts provinces, and
little can be expected from dele-
gates collected together under
such very difficult circumstances.
Their deliberations on the liberty
of the press restrained évery san-
guine hope that was forined previ-
ously to their meeting.

If the affairs of Spain afford but
melancholy prospects, those of
their CoLoN 1ES in AMERICA are
Il scarcely a better situation.
In Mexico, the civil war has be-
&un, and it will be fought out,
Probably, without foreign inter-
ference. At present, the adherents
o the old government have the
Superiority : they have defeated
the insurgents in a pitched battle,
and cut them down in several de-
tachments : but there is great rea-
WA to believe that the population

248

is in favour of the latter, and con-
sequently, after a few trials, will
be enabled to stand their ground
against the disciplined troops.

'Every thing portends an indepen-

dent government, of which Mexi-
co will be the capital ; and, whe-
ther republic or empire, it will,
probably, when the fame of Eng-
land shines only in the page of his-
tory, be the scat of great atchieve-
ments. Buenos Ayres is far more
forward. There, a regular govern-
ment prevails, and the Cortez has
no authority. To understand the
real state of these Transatlantic
dominions of Spain, it is necessary
to be well acquainted with its po-
pulation, of which we have oniy
imperfect accounts. . Where the
native .Spaniards have arrogated
to themselves so great a superioria
ty, fand are so few in comparison
with these born in the Colonies
and the native Indians, there is
room for a great conflict of the
passions, and we tremble for the
fate of many thousands, who will
fall the victims of this contest.
We cannot, however, doubt that,
when once the different provinces
have established themselves into
separate states, they will be better
governed than they have been, and
a great field will be open to them
for improvements in civilization,
religion and scicnce,

The UNITED STATES have not
dceclared war against us; and we
trust that they never will. Much
time i1s consumed 1n deliberation,
and the more the better. Any
thing is,better than war, of which
one year will consume more than
all the advantages of two years’
peace. o

But war is extending itself to
AFrrica, where the Algerines and
the Tunisians are going to logger-
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heads The cause we do not
know, but presume, that the Ma-
hoinetans will find just as good
arcmnents for thelr manifestos, as
if “they wore Christians; and will
prosecute tihelr purposes with as
much ferocity, as they who pro-
fess to hve under the governiment
of him, wh)» has commanded them
to love 1heir encmies.

At Home, we have an object
of great consolation. A very nu-
merous meeting has taken place
in  Ireland, of Protestants and
Catholics, at which resolutions
were ubanimously agreed to, and
an Address directed to be present.
ed to the Prince Regent, and a
Petition to Parliament in favour of
the Catholic claims and the anmhi-
lation of the bar of separation be-
tween our fellow-ciiizens, General
Ma:hew, a member of parhas
ment, was the chief speaker on
the side of the Protestants, and
the measure does him great credit,
Aficr the business of the day was
overy. the Protestants withdrew,
and the Catholics, with hearts
full of graitude, ¢ntered into an
anunatcd resolution of thanks to
their Protestant brethren, for the
zeal manitested in their cause.
May tisls holy Bame spread itsclf
through the whole empire; and,
by whatever denomination of
Christians a man 1s known, may
others' remeber, that our com-

pron Saviour has given o one the

right to lord it over another man’s
conscience ; and that his religion
15 free from the imputation ot do-
1ng any man the least injury, or
of dep.iving him ot the least 1ight,
in consequence of his religious
opiniors!  Wherever Christians
have jerpetrated acts or made
faws «t this kind, it is not as
Cizmsuans that they have done
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it : for they cannot do it asChris,
tians: the:r acts have been acts of
worldly policy, but Christ’s king,
dom is not of this world, -nor cap
it be maintained by penal statutes
or disqualifying rites. . The pul.
isment ot the Israelite, who Prow
fancly endeavoured to support the
ark of God, 1s a great lesson to gl
mations awud individaals, who en.
tertain the shadow of a doubt
upon this subject. A

The K1v6?s illness will naturally
press itself upon our thoughts, and
1t is with satisfaction we remark
that the butletin 1s confined 1o one
day in thc week, and that all ac.
counts tend to confirm the opinion
of a greatimprovement in the u.
happy condiuon of our sovereign,
The report of the Council staied
this,. but could not assign the tine
when the reins of  government

“might be salely given back into his

hands. The great age of the Kung,
the number of attacks under which
he has laboured, the danger -and
difficulties of a relapse, must make
1t a very arduous task to determine
the great question; for -persons
may, for some lime, be apparently
weil, and yet break out the verylie
stant they are left to themselves. 1t
is said, that by way of gradually
bringing back his ideas to the
business ot his office, the boxes of
tive inisters are opened  before
himn, and he forms his own judge
ment on many subjects in the dis-
paiches.  The great point will bey
when all his attendants leave him,
and he acts entirety for himself:
and we presume, that till this bhas
been done, for some time, the
Council wili not ventare to declar
him restored to his former powers.

In PARLIAMENT, various qu
tions have bren ugitated. Lhe
informations ex officiv gave oppor
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canities to Lord Folkstene and Sir
F. Burdett to place the subjectin
the cl: arest poni of view ; and the
sprech of the latter was esteemed
to be one of the wmost masterly ever
detivered in the houses Sir Vicary
Gibbs wacdic & very weak - defence
of his conduct, and, though a
majority  prevented  the enquiry
spught alter, 1t was evident that
put uhe opmmivn prevalled on the
manner in which he had exer-
cised his powers. To us there ap

pears no ground of argument for
intrusting an officer of the crown
with the powers lately assumeii;
for the stronger the accuser the
mote €are shoul' be taken ot the
defendant, and we have not . seen,
in any one cause taken up by the
present attorney, a shadow of a
reason why the defendant should
not have had' the benefit of a
Grand Jury. The gencral senti-
ments delivered in Parliament, 1n
the public papers, and by a barris-
ter, 10 the presence of S Vacary,
will, we dare say, prevent, in fu-
#ure, the needless and vexarious
prosecunions which have called up
$0 much the-attention of the pub-
die. Sir Samuel Romilly 1s mak-
ing great progross in the lnprovea
meat of the cruminal law, and, by
perseverance, will carry his pownt,
dord Stanhope did not succerd
4 carrying his bill for liberty of
Lanscience. through the house, but
2 general sentiment -prevailea  in
s favour 3 and, in future, soldicrs
JW]“ noL b‘(" '('\()ﬂlpl‘“t"d 10 ‘Q_{U to

places of worship, eifferent from
their own. Lord Viscount BSide
mouth gave not.ce of a motion of a
very formidable nature ; nawely, aa
amendment of the acts, the 1st of
William and Mary and the 19th of
George the Third We hope that
he wili steer clear of impairing the
hiberty of .counscience, lmiperfectly
as it 15 enjcyed in this country.;
and we doubt not that the eyes of
many will be open to the tenden.
cy ot tais motion. Muoch differ.
ence of opinion has prevailed bes
tween the growers ot bavley and
the growers i sucar; bur rhe diss
tillation of the latter will probably
conitnue; and, surely, 1 we ate
oblized to import.ccrn from foe.
reign nations, our lands ought not
to be employed ior the still, when
the colomies can fill it to so anuch
greater advantage. A committee
has been appointed for considering
the mode of transferring part ‘of
our castern population, for the
purpose of free Jabour in the West
Indies.  We trust that it wall e
upoun its guard against anotber spe-
cies of slavery.,  Mr. Hovner gawse
notice of a moton on the Builion
report, which will accasiona very
great and interesting debate. The
message for the relief of the dis.
tresses :n Portugal, was cordially
received, and the legislaiure cone
currcd in a.vote for a hundred
thousand pounds, a vote Wil
vl receive the approbation of
every tricnd of humanity.
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_IB13, March 14, at Euston-
‘Hall, Suffolk, aged 75, the DUKE
QF;GR‘A‘FTON. “Chis asbleman,
during the better years of an ex-

ded life, maintained a charac-

ter so exemplary that ‘he had e
occasion to'look back for reputd.
tion to the origin of his family.
The wecalth and -nobility of the
first Duke was, indted, not tke
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- reward of merit,chaving been be-
stowed on him when a child.
was one of the sons of Charles the
Second. His mother was Mrs.
Palmer, whom Charles is said to
have seduced immediately on his
arrival in London, while the out-
witted Presbyterians were blessing
themselves for having restored a
praying kirng, whom the Episco-
palians were preparing, in their
Liturgy, to call most religious.
. 'This profligate monarch solaced
the dishonour of the husband by
the grant of an earldom, -and
created the wife Duchess of Cleve-
land: She was, according to
Burnett, ¢ 2 woman of great beau-
ty, but most enormously vicious
“and ravenous ; foolish, but impe-
rious ; very uneasy to the king,
and always carrying on intrigues
with other men, while yet she
pretended to be jealous of him.”
O. T. Fol. i. 94.

The first Duke of Grafton, how.

ever, appears to have acted .in

political life, in a better manner
than might have been expected
from such an origin. The histo-
rian, just quoted, who was. no
flatterer, describes him as ¢¢ a
gallant but rough man,”” and
adds, that the desertion of ‘¢ Lord
Churchill and the Duke of Graf.
ton”’ was ¢¢ the last and most con-
founding stroke "’ to.James. ¢¢ The
Kimg took notice of somewhat in
the Duke’s behavieur that looked
factlous : and he said he was sure
he could not pretend to act upon
rinciples of conscience; for he
ad been so ill-bred, that as he
knew little of religion so he re-
garded it less. But he answered
the King that, though he had little
conscicnce yet he was of a party
that had conscience” (Id. i. 791,).
Fhis pobleman was killed in 1690,

He.
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at the age of 27, while fighting fo;-
the Revolution Government, "at
the siege of Cork.

The second Duke of Grafton i
represented to have supported
Whig principles, but makes no ap.
pearance in 'the political history
of his time, except that he was.
one of the Viceroys of Ireland,

Augustus Henry Fitzroy, the
third Duke, was born in 1735,
He was first educated at Clapton
School, then under the care of the
Rev. Dr. Newcombe. From thence
he removed to St. Peter’s College
Cambridge, where he completed
a  very liberal education, theugh
he does not- appear to have taken
any degree. In 1756, he was
appointed Lord of the Bedchamber
to the present King, then Prince
of Wales. 'The same year, he
married his first Duchess, who
thus became a sacrifice to an am.
bition not singular in high life, if
the story be true that she was pre.
viously attached to the nobleman
whom she married immediately
afler the Duke’s divorce. In
1757, the subject of this Obituary
succeeded to the Dukedom on the
death of his grandfather. In 1765,
he became principal Secretary of
State, and from 1766 to 1770
First Lord of the Treasury and
Prime Minister, in which charac-
ter he incurred the severe animad-
versions of the able, but still un-
known, Junius. _

During the Duke’s Premiership,
in 1768, he was chosen Chancel-
lor of the University of Cambridge,
and took an early opportunity of
paying a tribute to Genius, without
a stateman’s usual regard to Soll-
tical considerations. ¢ The Duke
of Grafton,”” says Mr. Wakeﬁe!d,
(Gray, p. 165,) ¢ with a dmz;
terestedness and magnanimity, o
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efien found in courts, conferred on
Mr. Gray, withoutany solicitation,
the professorship of Modern His-
tovy.” The Poet aderned the In-
stallation with an Ode, too well
known to require any quotations.
Nor did the new Chancellor dis-
honour the choice of his Alma
Mater. He filled the station with
dignity, and communicated to his
University much of his own liber-
ality of sentitnent, It must, how
ever, be admitted that the choice
of the Dukeof Grafton,in 1768, dis-
played the preponderance of politi-
calover moral considerationsinsuch
elections. The Duke had indeed,
already, performed what a moral.
ist calls one of the greatest acts of
virtue ; he had ¢¢ stopped short
in the down- hill path of perdition.”
His wanderings in that path amidst
the snares of rank and fortune,
it would be equally fool
malignant to detail. He had the
magnanimity, as we shall soon find,
to become on this subject his own
censor. o

In 1769, the Duke of Grafton
was dighified with the order of the
Garter. ' The same year, being
divorced from his first 'Duchess,
he married the Lady who has sur.
Wed him, and by whom he had a
large family. He resigned the post
offirst Lord of the Treasury to Lord
North in 1770, but returned to of-
fice, the next year, as Lexrd Privy
Seal,inﬂiiencéd, as Mr.Belsham re-
lates, (Fun. Serm.)on good authori-
ty, by the hope that he might
prevent the quarrel with America

from"being carried to extremities.

But when he discovered that in
*Pposition to his earnest remon-
Strance"s, government resisted all
Gonci!i,ation, were determined upon
foercive measures, and would pay
"® regard ..to the petition brought

foolish and"

"y

over by Mr. Penn, in 1775, whic
was emphatically called the Oliv
Branch, he fially withdrew from
that administration, and having, in
a private audience, explained to
the monarch his views of the state
and dangers of the country, if the
present measures were pursued, he
became a temperate, but firm op-
ponent of the ministry which lost
America. In the year 1782, the
Duke of Grafton accepted the of-
fice of Privy Seal, under the ad-
ministration of Lord Rockingham,
and retained his situation after the
death of that truly patriotic noble-
man, and the resignation of Mr:
Fox. Upon the accession of the co-
alition ministry in 1783, he resign-
ed his office, and never afterwards
resumed his seat in the cabinet.”
Mr. Belsham considers this pe-
riod of retirement from public life
as probably the time when <¢ this
venerable nobleman began to con.
secrate his leisure hours to the
study of the scriptures.”> An ear-
lier period may perhaps be assign.
ed. It is said, on the authorrty
of another of the late Duke’s
friends, that he declined the degree
of Doctor of Laws, customarily
offered to a Chancellor, onhis elec-
tion, becausehe even then scrupled
the required subscription.  Howa-
ever that may be, his inquires,
prompted by what he had observed
in the nominally Christian world,
led him ¢ to the solemn and deli-
berate conclusion, shat the Father
only is God; and thathe alone is
the proper object of religious wor=
ship.”” Mr. Belsham, to whom
we have been, and shall be further
indebted on' this subject, goes on
to describe the consistency with
which the Duke now followed his
convictions. He corresponded
with the v¢nerable Lindsey, and
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became a re_gular attendant - on sorr-w, ?flar‘]’ tuarned ﬁotf my‘t‘gougw
p‘lib_’lic” worship 1 his chapely a f??’lr“ seriously to relig-on, and partiey.
gircamstan ce sirangely overiooked oo W 3l ghar related o that of Chrig
ar N . . untl I h d lust so mauny ot the b
_by;a Juuxlnahst,,_ (Mon. Mac., 31 diys of y :ife in thé paisuits ot e-m’
243-?) whi attributcs to the laic senscless disspation of thé ti'mes‘.‘»greiu,
Duke & pamphlet, from which be % ind‘-'lgence of-the fashionable vice
SO T . : SR ‘ . . O} tlie a-
Iﬁakes 1'dfrge lIli':pPllCH Ulf‘. (}ﬂ(}tad T e ]I'C‘lz.p‘?)"f shall I be ifbv h
2 A e Aoy boace i . . Ky | Y any th
trons. ‘Every one who has 'Gd.d which has fallen from. or may fa{I fr'orzg'
Apeleutherusy must know that 1 me, I should be instrumental in 10ps.
depreciatés public worship, ang g vthersto an earher wttachment

) ‘ BT the pure religion of the gospel ‘
T . . ) : A1 Spect  an
szi?ﬁt::;ldf SQI”‘%I"‘Y : u:"d“hel; tl'.um remember their Creator 'ign fhe da;,s :;
gion, o Mr. b's ser- their youth, while'the evil days come
plo‘n we also owe the following - not, nor the years driw nigh, when
mteresting extract, from *“a small :g?,; Shaxlsgy thkfy hg‘ e .no pleasurein
g o _ . though'a thorouch chas
fgllecm‘tml? ’ot fP“PG_'?S’ prxjxfed for disposition and %feoridiict has bf;f;g{
h Juke’s ::lmlly,_ and ‘a few an inexpressible comfort to ?ny
friends,” to which we have already mind, yet let no one imagine thatl
alluded. - . % possess the same confidence which [
" Let not, any of my friends; my ac- know { should havefelt, could I have
quiintance, or, -if I may he allowed, the v;::vkv’qd the days of my youth, even
‘world in general, imagine that I could “Tl-t_ as little reprpa_ch as'I trust I have
resume to embrace a form of public passed my later years. -Of this one
Worship, differing esséntially from that Ut however, let all young persons
of the church in which I was bred, o assured, that .f they are reasonably
without/motives: considered to besuffi. aushed with themselves as they ar,
Cient to jmstify my conduct. I am t‘hey would becox_ne_: nfinitely more truly
aware of all the responsibility which falls Lappy, by drawing from the precepts
q p‘dn . on my own ac ¢ount, as well as of the gosPel the rule for their conduct
or that of others. . And; if I had done oushlfe. Andl may declare that
this hastily, through levity, or without in an advanced age, T am now enjoying
that consideration and ample investiga- so much more solid comfort, by trusts
thon which so awful a decision réquires, & 0 the mercy of God through the
orwithout a full persuasion that many’ gospel of his Som, than I ever did |
@soriptaral - dootrines and errors were o< d3ys of my follies. Nor would
eomtained: and maintained, in the ar~ Ciorange it for any condition of youth,
ticles, 853&9: that church;, 1 should, in- f;’t‘“?”‘.m‘ worldly- joys, accompanied
leed harreable with a verv: hioh vicious conrse, . s
en(':;%n C ‘arg(?able Wlth a Veq :h,;lgh ) c‘c_ My.i!}tﬁl?cqu,l‘se Wllh tl}c WOF_IQ rait
~ +¢Bat, a6 I can solemnly aver,.that CU . M€ 2 suspicior, which the obsct:
1:have acted from the sincere conyiction, « 00D of every day confirmed, that mafy
of .my own mind, . I'flatter myself that | PETSons,n the thore elevated ranks of ite
shall stand -acquittéd, at least, in the S'Pecially, had litcks or no, heliefin the
eStinmatioh 'of ‘thos¢ to whom Fam best TUths of the Christian religion. [t
Ismiown ;. That the responsibility I have suspicion il}(:rc‘ascd my desire ro examie
takdm: on- myself weighs: often on my, “ith unprejudiced ateentionthe p
myjnd, and is.mixed with no small de- Pleson ‘which-the truth of Christiaiity
grec ot alamn, T will not preteird to deny. Was said to be founded. Erom e exa
{ wWiten .1 cofnpare what, I de feel, Mination 1 saw abandant reasoy ta cOf-
Wik 1 what 1. should have suffered,  had: clude, that the Christiaut eligion “faS.P-’;q‘. "
L acend: agoingt: the conviction of my Mulgated to mankind by a por of ¢
l‘?d a?y% heart, in @ peint so ¢ssential DY and acting uider,’ the ancnority of
of ‘my duty to 'God and min, Ffind a the Supreme: Creator and Priserver, af
dbttﬂgn Aird‘ relef, which' thie whole the. umiverse, It was also apparcit 19
. vl dondd wbt; initheothercase, haye Me, that this rehigion had been corsupte.
obgd o mer. . .  ed'from very. early times by varioud
o Howeres, X put daly o imenty mcius, abd et (hete corvirptions being
aid] ‘do repret with the mose ‘heartfelf - athsslien for cdoumip] pasts; of ity bad #

-
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my opinion 'begq “the cause of rendering
the whole religion incredible to many
men of sense, who, on due examination,
would spon have discovered that Chris-
tianity stood on solid -ground, and that
the corruptions of it alone formed the
weak part which was exposed to the
mockery and assault of every rash and
daring unbeliever.”

It appears from the remarks of
Mr. Belsham, which follow this
extract, that the Duke’s sccession
from the national church, was
entirely upon the Unitarian ques.
tiom, as it is understood to com-
prehend the doctrine of the Divine
placability. He bad no ¢ disap-
probation of religious establish-
ments as such, for of those under a
liberal constitution he approved.”
‘“He was well satisfied” with ¢ the
episcopal form of church-govern.
ment,” and to ¢ the form of
worship prescribed by the liturgy
firmly attached.” This secession
he maintained with perfect good.-
will towards those from whom he
separated. “¢ Having himself ex-
perienced the benefit of frece in.

quiry, he was desirous that the
same privilege should be extended
to others without any restriction.”’

““ The conduct of this respec.
table nobleman, uniformly cor-
responded with his profession, and
reflected Tustre upon his principles.
Che?rful', instructive, and
Aiming in conversation, he never
*truded the subject of religion.
~But where hecould usc freedom,
and knew that the subject would
ot be unwelcome, especially of

]atF‘years, his favorite theme was

f‘?hglo_n; and of religious topics,

.thaf upon which he most delighted

1o insist, was the infinite mercy
| Of“GQd as revealed in the gospel.”
| libm}ﬁc cheerfully concurred in, and
ang o3 contributed to every temperate
he Cl‘lllce?m&s plan for promoting what
and ﬁrtu?- to bcl the interests of truth
; and his maunificence upon

.LQ VI. 2 ‘
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extraordinary eccasions, and especially
to some distinguished persons whom -he
regarded as the wictims of bigotry and
intolerance, was worthy of thc spiens
dour of his rank and fortune.  His
charity to the poor was exiensive and .
unostentatious, and he was pleased to
employ those as almoners of his bounty,
who were best qualificd to select proper
and deserving ebjects, and to apply it in
the most judicious manner. In every
relation of life, he was just, kind and
exemplary. The sum and substance of
his religion, waslove to God, and bene-

wvolence to man.”

It was worthy of the Duke of
Grafton’s attachmeut to religious
inquiry, that he should employ a
part of his ample fortune in facili-
tating the study of the seriptures,
With this view, he proposed to
print in- England, at his own ex-
pense, an edition of GGriesbach’s
Greek Testament. He afterwards,
in correspondence with the learned
professor, determined to have an
edition printed under Ais’ inspec-
tion, on paper sent by the Duke
from England. Many of the
copies he distributed gratis, and
sold the remainder, at alow price,
to ministers of any denomina.
tion who applied for them. 'This
service to biblical students, has
been justly appreciated by theo-
logians of different sentiments.

Though the Duke of Grafton
had scarcely appeared in political
life, since 1783, yet his sense of
the impolicy of the war with

"France, and of its probable evil

consequences, determined him,
in 1797, to support an Address to |
the King on the State of the nation,
proposed by the late Duke of
Bedford. In the Dukeof Grafton’s

. speech on that occasion, (which 18

pr.eserved in Debrett’s Debates,

1ii. 199,) he declares his opinion,

that ¢¢ a temperate parhhamentary
reform,”” is a measure, ‘¢ without
which the constitution will slip
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from under us ;! and maintains,
after Lord Bacon, ¢ ‘that every
human fabric, or establishmeiit,
was subject to that decay and cur-
ruption, which lapse .of time
would necessarily produce.”’

In the following solemn and
aficcting matiner, the Duke ¢losed
his parliamcntary life, for ic does
Not appear dfterwarcds-to have-at.
tended the ‘House of Peers:—

“¢-As to ‘myself, ‘1 solemnly < protest,
that no consideration that the ofld
‘ean offer would stand ‘in competition

- with the comfori I feel, that, so far from

having abetted the pernicious counsels
Which have brought on the downfall of

~the empire, I have, to the best of ray

littleability, endeavoured by every com-
stitutienal meangs to prevent thém.
. ¢ Thus, have I discharged my duty to
the king, to my country, aud to my-
self; for 1 was eatly persudded that a
perseverance in these pernicious mea-
sures would endanger the crown itself,
Injure or-overthrow the constitution. I
would leave every man without excuse,
who, fores¢eing the gathering storm,
did not exert himself to avert the dread-
ful consequences. - | |
¢ Before I retire, to fortify my mind
against the calamities which are fast
approaching, and to_prepare my family
for that-which they will probdbly have
to-undergo, ‘I'shall think it to'bea duty
incumbent 6n me to lay, before my sov-
creign, the reasons of m{ conduct ; flat-
feting myself that I shall be allowed that
gracioiis hearing, whiéh his majesty has
30 often igiven, formerly, to'one, from
whese tengue, he never heard but the
dictates of -the heart, as sincerely as
they are now delivered to your lord-
ships.” o

The ‘Dike survived this address
n'éaifly folirteen years.  During
the ‘two ‘last ycdrs, ¢ his health
had ‘been declitiing,” "and he died,
after 4n illness of some weeks.

This hobléthan does not appéar
to ‘trave published dany thing with
his name, but a p’z’lmp’b']ég has
been “genertilly “ascribed ‘fo ‘him,
cittitted ¢ Hints, Submitted 10
the Setious “Attention of thie Clex-
gy, &e. byaTlayman., 1789.”

-

Obituary.— Duke of Graftoit.

Since . receiving from = friend the
above Obituary of the Duxk of ‘Ggay.
ToN, we have been favoured with the

following letter, from a gentleman, jp

his Grace’s confidence, to another gen-

‘tleman, who had the happiness of ¢y-

joying the friendship -of ‘this illustrious
man. After expressing his satisfactiop
on hearing that some public notice
would be taken of the unjustifiable
ascription of a pamphlet of a deistical
tendency, (Apeleutherus) by an anony-
mous pen, in the Monthly Magazine,
w the Dukr, the writer proceeds,—

¢ I ‘wish that my pen were able to
do justice tc the worth and excellerce
of the Duke of Grdfton’s eharacteér,
The point of view in which I think it
is to be seen. to the most advantage is,
when he exercised his manly resolution
in shaking off those habits of life,
which, in his‘intercourse with thegteat
and fashionable world, he had eatly
contracted, and too much indulged in,
He was a rare instance of a persen in
high life, who had entered into the dis-
sipated scenes of it, and shared in many
of those follies and vi¢es, which are too
common in that station, and at that
period ; who had nothing to reclaim

"him from this ¢ourse, Bt his ¢Wwn good

sense and ‘serious -teflections; which
brought him to the ‘exercise of his rea
son, a sense of duty, and the directions
of his Better judgment.. Wih these
helps he applied RHimself to -the study
of the-scripturés, withoutany biasupon
his mind, which might lead him to put
a forced construction upon their mean-
ing 3 but, taking thee pliin'serse which
the words ‘would bear, 'He bécdmecon-
vineed of the -truth, importance, and
reasonableness of the doctrines which
they taught, and of the divine autho-
rity which urged them upon 'the atten-
tion "of mankind. The fruit of this
convictien produced -a néw'erain’'hs
life. He had acted the .part of a tru¢
protestant, by intérpreting the scrp”
turés‘according to ‘his'ovwh "'best_ | Ji}dg"
‘ment; he tlienceforward performedahit
of a good Christian, by’ communicatizg
to hi§ children-and family, those “ be-
‘rious Reflections” which had led to this
cdnclision, “a%d hidd ‘preduced such ?
.change in his life'and conduet. *'HOp
ing, as he says, that “ thesc'may I
amind them of the trye and honegt s
‘timenls of their -fathes, at differe
‘tindes, in his better days ; and that the)
1Ay “accustoi - themselves thereby

inmprove ‘their lives more and m‘;:
‘é¥éy “dily 'Yy a'study of thc Scrpt?
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of the Duchess, and of his childien, and
of those who were in the house ; and a

Obituary.—Rev. B. Duvis.

frhis 'Tract; entitled < Serious Reflec-
tions, by a Rational Christian,” was

printed, -‘but not published. Six copies
of it were given to eaeh of his children,
and a few to some particular friends.
They will be a bequest to his children
of more value, and a greater blessing
than any thing he could leave behind
him. Aad if ever they be permitted to
be made public, they will be of as.great
advantage to the world, as they are to
his own. family. As he. claimed the
right of private judgment for himself,
he was ready to grant it to others. In
order. to disseminate- these liberal and

few days after, when nature was quite
spent, he expired without a groan, dying

-in peace with the world, his family, and.

with God,”

Further particulars of the. REV., B.
DRAVIS.— [Vid. p.188.]

"This truly amiable man, though quali-
fied by his respectable talents and literary.
acquirements for some more ppblic and
honoureble station, . spent the greatest.

part of his life in humble and obscure.

situations, which are not always very
favourable to intellectual and moral im-

.Christian. principles,. “he published,
(without his name to it) a stnall edition
of Mr. ¢« Locke’s Letter on Toleration,”
by which that invaluable. treatise is be-
come accessible to those-who gre not in
possession - of the larger works of - that.
author, in which it is included. His.

provement, being in general unconnected.
with strong incitements to industry and
application, and wanting .in immediate
checks on indolence and neglect.. In.
classical attainmients. Mr. Davis was ac-
knowledged to excel: he read the Greck.

firm belief in the. truths of Christianity
produced a practice suitable to' such a
persgasion. A sincere and rational
“sense of religion, and its  duoties, had
an. influence -on- all his. actions, and
shewed itseif in his public example and
prvate .conduct. He had such a.regard
for social worship as never to neg-

lect the public exercise. of it, when his.

health permitted him. He was a con-
stant observer of family-prayer, and. on
every Sunddy. evening, whatever com-
Pany was. in the house, they were ex-
Rected: to attend to his reading some
&rmon, or religious discourse, which he
'h@.d__. previously. selected for that pur-
Pase ;. of these I was a wWitness to, these.
5t twenty years. He. suffered much
- frem, the rheumatism for the last two
years of his life, but no pain, however
great, could make. him utter an impa-
ugnt complaint, or a murmur against
the. dispensations. of Providence. It
-Scrved a better purpese, by preparing
bis mipd, as a warning to him, of the
awful event which he.saw approaching.
~His. bodily. powers declined gradually,
bllt:,lgis; strength of mind remained in
ful] vigour: his intellects and memory
Were unimpajred to the last. He was.
Composed and,collected, always sensible
of his failings.and acknowledging them ;

€Xpressing his,own unworthjness of the.

Ieast.of God’s favouss, but'mever, relin-
&“}Sm the, hape of immaortality which,
T??}, wdgiven him_throygh Jésus Christ.
,,fl,;,s,, hope  he hymbly and earnestly
~ ;ﬁbtaged,,.,andthgld,fgk; to the end.
jomned frequently in
begged their

o2 united prayers to God for

He took a most affectionate Jeave

7 in prayer with
some ome of the family, and as often:

and Roman Classics with critical exact-
ness, as appears from his notes in. manu-

script. His compositions were marked.

for strength of thought, perspecuity of
arrangement, vigour and. often elegance.
of expression. As a man, he was all be~
nignity and love ; possessing,a cultivated
mind, and a most benevolent heart, he
considered all mankind as his brethren,
without distinction of country, colour,
sect, or party. To say that he had no im-
perfections would be, what cannot be
said of any human character, and that
the failingsof a man of his profession and
sentiments should be misrepresented and
exaggerated is what might be naturally
expected. Of him it may be said. with
the most exact correctness, that he lived
contented and died resigned.

It is. but proper to observe that he
was .deeply affected by the uncormmon
kindness.-and attention shewn him du-
ring the whole of his illness by the prin-
cipal members of his congregation.

~ In the following extract from an excel-
Jent sermon, delivered at Evesham on
occasion of his death on 13th of January,
1811, by the Rev. Dr. Toulmin, will be
found a short account of his life and death. - .

«“ The occasion on which 1 address
you, my Christian fricnds, brings these
reflections and exhortations* home to

-

- % Thesubjectof the Discourse addres-
sed to the congregation .was the ¢ Per~
manecnce of Chmistianity,” from Rew,
xiv. 6. -¢¢ And 1;saw another angel fly
in the midst: of heaven, having the
everlasting gespel, to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth.”” 'The intro-
duction was a review of the existence of
Christianity, through past ages, from ivs
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your own case and bosoms. These re-
flections administer consolation on the
removal of an abtle and faithful advocate
for Chfistian truth and virtue. These
exhortations point out your duty on the
mournful event. It is to supply the
want of his example and instructions by
such measures as a liberal activity and
zeal may dictate. |

¢ It is not proper to refer to the death
of the Rev. Mr. Davis, without paying
a tribute of respect and affection to his
virtues and memory. Example spcaks
te our recollection and our feelings, it
instrucrs and and animates, When they
who di:played it before our eyes are no
more. Our worthy friend was born
at Goytie,near Lampeter, Cardiganshire,
of pious and reputable parents on the
23¢ 0" Octeb:r, 1756. He received his
c'assical feurming partly under an Uncle,
the Rev. Joshua Thomas, a baprist minis-
ter,’ at’ L.eominster, and partly under
Mr. Esquire, at Hereford, butprincipally
under his brother the Rev. David Davis,

of Ca.tie-Howel, Cardigaunshire, a gen-

tieman whose name as a minrister and an
instructor of youth is well known in the
E‘incipality and in différent parts of Eng-

nd. He went through a course of
academical sguaies, at Daventry, in the
semipary under the direction of the late
Rev. Mr. Robins and the Rev. Mr.
Belsham, successively: for both of whom
he always retained thehichest veneration.
He often spoke with admiration of the
impartiaiity with which the latter was

———

first promulgation to the present day.
‘Ihis it was observed, affords ground for
the character ascribed to it in the text,
as the*“cverlasting gospel :” a character,
it was shewn fully justified by the con-
tinuance of its existence, by the perma-
 nence of its authority and efficacy, and
by the perpetuity of its effects, extend-
ing into another and etermal world.
The illustration of these- points led ta
the follo wing reflections.— Whdt a pleas-
ing and sublimie prospect have we to set
against the uncertainty and isstability of
all human things! ‘That the consola-
tions of this trufi are patticularly cheer-
ing under the circumstances that appear
anfavourable to the interests of truth and
picey. N.B. At the end of this head of
application, was introduced the memoir
and the address connected with it. An
¢xhortation to adhere to the faith and

Obituary. -Rev. B, Davis.

accustomed to state the arguments pyo
and con, in his lectures on contrg.
versial subjects. It was a proof of the
oginién.entertained by his tutors of his
abilities and acquirements, that at the
expiration of his academical course, they -
strongly recommended him to be chosen
classical and mathematical tutor for the
Presbyterian academy at Caermarthen,
then under the direction of the Rev.
Rob. Gentleman. Mr. Davis, from that
natural mode:sty and diffidence for which
he was always remarkable, hesitated for
some time on accepting .a situation which
he considered as of great importance.
When, at the importunityof Mr.Belsham
and other intelligent friends, he entered
upon it, he disc%arged the duties of it
with credit to himself and advantage to
the students, who always spoke of him
in the highest terms of respect and affec-
tion. | ' \

“¢ He continued in this post, till the
seminary was removed to Swansea.
After this he resided some short time
at Carparvon; from whence he went
to Liverpool, to fill the post of private
tuter, in the family of the Rev. Mr. Yates.
His next settlement was in the capacity
of the minister at Walsall. - After a
short stay thete he was invited to be the
pastor of this congregation about the
year 1790, or ¥791. This character he
sustained here about twenty years.

¢ I had but a slight acquaintance with
the good man, in whose place I now
stand, but it is with great pleasure, that
on a testimony, the candour and veracity
of which is not to be doubted, [ am au-
thorised to describe him, as a man whose
understanding was strong ; whose taste
was truly correct ; whose dispositions
were most amiable, and whose conduct
towards all men was upright and beneve-
lent. ‘The principal traits of his charac-
ter ‘were extensive and warm benevo-
lence, an inoffensiveness of conduct, 3
readiness at all times, and to the best of
hispower, to befriend the afflicted ; can~
dour, mildness of temper, and a meekness
seldom surpassed. He was diffident, al-
most to an extreme, contented in every
situation, mnever complaining, always
happily disposed under every adverse
circumstance, to give a favourable turn,
under a firm and lively conviction of the

‘benevolente and wisdom of God: the

benevolence and mercy of God were
often the subjects, of his conversation,

and the great sources of his hope, during

Practice of the gospel, concluded the
_ -~ his Jast iliness.

ALSCOUrse.

N
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¢t From the commencement of it, he
tooked forward with great composure
and cheerfulness to his dissolution, as the
inevitable termination; solicitous only
for the supply of his pulpit, and thac the
vacancy, which his death weuld occasion,
might be filled up *y a successor in the
strictest sense of the word, an Unitarian,
and a serious, active, and zealous man
in the duties of his ministry. He sup-
porzed hisrapid decline with perfect equa-
pimity,:nd, whilst hisstrength admacted,
with cheerfilness, often expres.ing hime
self with clevatien'of lunguage and emo-
tions of joy to'those ayound him, on the
goodnness of God.  Death had a0 terrors
to him'; he daily expected it .with z
peculiar caimness and -erenity of mind,:
and looked forward to ity without any.
disra»y, -as introductory to a happy rest
and gidrious resurrection: with a joyiul
expectatios, though under a humble con-
sciousnes§ Of ‘Mmany ‘imperiections,. of
being admitted to the habitatious of the
just.
“lnthe prospect of this end, a worthy
relative, who knew him from his gariiest
{earswrot‘e thus, “ when he goes he may
¢~aid to have lived the most innocent,
contented “and happy life of any in his
age. 'Like ‘the frec ‘and independent
#¢ an-s of the ajr, he, without murmur,
recaved the gifts of his father and sang
his praisc in one continued anthem of
gratitude, contentment, .benevolence,
and love.” o L
“Ye, my Christian friends, for a num-

ber of years, knew ‘and observed his vir-

tucs, ye. will remember them with affec-
tonate respect, Ye will recall to your
recollection his judicions and inswructive
discourses.” May the remembrance of
both rekindle 'tl%c",ﬁé;itimcnts of faith,
vrtue, and’ piety in your - hearts! may
¢ remembrance of both, like the.voice
of une speaking from the grave, awaken
Jour endeavburs and zeal; and invigo-
1te, under a strong conviction of the 1m-
Partance of divine truth, your efforts to
Promate it, = \
“ The object, which chiefly interested
b mimd, in his last stage of life, was
anat the cause for which he had been
ddvocate might be served with greater
c:;g; and Sutcess by some one after his
il ls,c-_'i May it not be hoped, that ye
.1 by “this consideration be strongly
"Fosed to entér into his views, and to
eXerg our besi”, .‘;d‘)‘ LT ’
the sai¥1 a4 "Stffn c a 'v ours t‘q\gbcw th:at
iy g@ﬁw*xadqar to_you, and .that
.4 not Jabopr in vain. With the
CE hrhlhuanm‘mn professor, -as well as with the
, Munstery 15 deposiied , i some

respects, the treasure of the everlasting
gospel, to be guarded, improved,and per-
pétuated. It demands from you, permit
.me to say, as you would answer for the
use of so invaluable a deposit, your united
efforts to preserve and advance the cause
of scriptural Christianity. But need J
say this? your own pious reflections, your..
own judicious discernment admonish you
that the gospel, that important gift of
truth and grace from heaven, demands
from you all the virtues of the Christian
character to display its excellence by yeur
examples. It demands your testimony
‘to it, by your regular and devout wor-
ship of God in the house of prayer, on
pure Christian principles. It demands
your candour, your friendship, your
generosity to him whom ye shall choose
to preach to you rhe words of everlasting
truth. It demands from you by your in-
structions and examples to inspire the
minds of your children with a conviction
of its inestisnable worth and importance ;
and with a holy zeal to maintain the
profession of pure Christianity, when
our works of faith and labours of love
shall cease in the grave.
¢ Fulfii these sacred obligations, and
we may anticipate the happy effects in
“the revival of this congregation, in" the
future increase of its numbers, in the
establishment of your faith, virtue, and
hope ; in the Christian character, in the
future immortal felicity of one and ano-
“ther, who shall hereafter be born here
to truth, God, and heaven.” D.
Coventry, April 15th, 1811.

1811, Feb. 1, JOHN HUR.
FORD, Esq. of Hagley, Worces-
tershire ; lately, of Foleshill, near
Coventry, on a visit to his son, in
Birmingham. ¢ He went from
home, apparently as well as usual:
‘he went from bhome to return
thither no more! He knew not,
nor were his friends apprehensive,
that the day of his death was so
ncar.””® He was a gentleman of
an enlightened mind, well-in-
formed on subjects of religious
inquiry ; a Christian on .convic.-
tion; a protestant dissenter on
liberal pringiples; a warm friend

'}

* See Carpenter’s impressive Sermen
on *1] gnorance of the Day. of our
Decath,™ at Steurbridge, Feb. x4, 381X,
| 1'. ) ’ -
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to civil' and religioys liberty : of*
a very benevolent heart, amanof
strict) Qtegrig ;- the.cordial friend.;

in domestic life, affectionate. and:
" waluable, asthe husband and father,
taking on himself the literary edu.
cation of hjs sons ; an exemplary.
professor of Christianity ; and
under the impressions of genuine
piety, an honourable member to
the religious. socigties, to which,
in- different periods:of his. life, he
belonged : uniform and regular in
his attendance. on public worship,
and actively zealous in-theizs con-
cerns. He was the younger son
of Mr. Hurford, a native of Tiver-
ton, in Devon, but many years a
respectable coal-merchant,in Lon-
don, well known for- his vigorous
and patriotic exertions, for thein.
terests of the city and tlie liberties,
of his country. The genteman, to
whose memory the: esteem: and.
gratitude of friendship dictate this
tribute of respect, resided some
years, ago. at. Uptoneon.Sewern,,
ang, im the. city -of Giloucester. In.
the former place, his name must:
be recorded for his,philanthropic
services in favour of the SEvErw
HuMaxe Sociery, which ori.
gmated with him and owed:- its

formation to his active cfforts,

During his residencein that city,
happened the Riots at Birming.
~bham ; a disgrace to the sera and
to the nation, Mr. Hurford,
though he did not agiee in judg-
ment on some doctrinal points

with the illustrious sufferer in the

outrages of the day, was one of
the most ready to express his sense
of'the-great loss sustained by him,
and of the distinguished merits of
Dr. Priestley: a name, on the

mentionof which, the Abbe Raynal

t0ld. . merchant: of, Bristol, for.
signem regpactinl

ljg‘MDﬁ%hﬁlt;

‘ Qﬁitudry;e-.lqim Hurford, Esq.

hats.. Mr. Hurford, drew. up «q
address. of condolence: to htm,
from.the congregation of protestant
dissenters with which he was con.
nected, on that occasion, It hap-
pened, however, not to fbe sent ;
but is subjoined to this memoir as

1, a proof of the liberality of Mr,

Hurford’s spirit and sentiments,
"‘l\
¢ A Letter of Condolence from the
Society. of Pratestant Dissenters who Age
semble- for the Purposes of Public Wor.
ship, at the Chapel in Barton Street,
Gloucester, to the Rev. Dr. Priestley,

¢¢ Rev. Sir, A

¢ Neither indifférence to the cause of
religious and civil liberty, or the interest,
of the dissenters, nor.the want of sen-
sibility to you as a man, a_philosopher,
and a Christian, occasioned our not ade
dressing you before ; it bas been delay-
ed to the present time, on account of the
absence of several persons of our-society.

¢« We sincerely sympathise with you
in all your afflictions, your personal
danger, the distress of your family, the
lossof your property, and your separation
from your ffiends. ut_our concern is
not confined to youj; We sensibly feel
the late shocking. outrages at Birming-
ham, as an alarming blow given bya
lawless banditti to the liberty and pro-
perty of Eng{:i’shmen at large; and we
pity from our hearts the feelings of all the
candid and liberal in the establishment,
who must blush to think that these out-
rages were Egrpe,tra_tﬁd under a pretence
of Serving the cause of the church, whost
members, we think, should, as a body,
have publicly, disowned their approbation
of them. We are sensible that not only
religion, and civil and religious liberty
have suffered in. your person, Lut that
philosophy and literagure haye, by ‘hf‘
temporary cessation of your labours, 30
the loss of your books and valuable 3F
paratus, received an injury which t%
whole world of science must concur D

‘long feeling and deeply regretting.

short, we consider the insult offered ¥
the cause of liberty, the didaonour don‘.
to Christianigy in. general and protestant
ism. in particular ," and the shame. 1@

hich' we, as a mation, are suok by >

savage ignorance, bigotry, apd. persech
cion’ a;%az an_inelifleein ond%
angalg of 'ony cewptry.  Ithe widd
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shese melancholy and trying scenes, we
cannot, sir, but greatly admire the very
different spirit which youhave discover-
ed. The calmnesswith which you have
taken the spoiling of your goods ; the ob-
loquy cast upon your character; and what
2 wise and géod man considers as ‘the
greatest misfortune of all, the injury done
to, what appears to “you, the cause of
truth : chis, religion alone could have
inspired, while the fortitude with which
it 18 accompanied, proves that it did not
srise from pusildnimity on the one hand,
‘por "insensibility
integrity of heart, and the firmest per-
suasion of the truth of the principlesyou
maintain. And, though some in this so-
ciety do not embrace all ‘your religious
tenets, yet all sincerely unite in admiring
the zeal, calmness, fortitude, piety, and

¢harity to your enemies, which are so’

eminently conspicuous in yeur character,
and which clearly evince how power-
flly the influences of Christianicy are
felt in your breast.

“ Sensible then, as we are, of our obli-
gations to you, for your past unwearied
and unremitting exertions to enlarge our
notions of civiland religious liberty, and
10 promote a spirit of free enquiry, we

-~

on the other, but from
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cannot but ardently wish that you may
be enabled to persevere in your useful la-
bours; and in this wish the younger part
of our society desire more particularly
to unite. ‘

‘“ And we heartily pray that‘your health
and stréngth, your spirits and fortitude
may be preserved; ‘that the Almighty
may grant you support and consolation ¢
equal to’your trials, and that you may
long continue to instruct and enlighten

‘mankind."” -

Died, in the prime of life, on March
25, 1817, after a few days’ illness, Mr.
SAMUEL BROMFIELD, farmer, of
Friskney, leaving a disconsolate widoww
and an only daughter .to lament his‘loss.
He was a member of the Unitarian so-
ciety at Boston, Lincaloshire, and was
a very worthy, respectable, and .pious
character. The ddctrines of One God,
the Father of all, and of his love'to the
whole-human race, was ‘his soul’s de-
light ; he had been instruimental inin-
troducing these doctrines into his ineigh-
bourhood. He has-finished his course
and is gone, we trust, to his heavenly
Father, to receive a never-fading gjrqwn.

’ J.P.

o

[

e 4

SELECT 'LIST ‘OF BOOKS FOR APRIL, -I81l1,

.. Uncorrupted Christianity Unpatren-
12¢d by the Great.—A Discourse deliver-
¢l at Essex Street Chapel, March 24,
1811; on the Decease of Augustus
Henry, Duke of Grafton. By Thomas
Belsham, 8vo,

Critical Reflections upon some Impér-
bt Misrepresentations contained in the
Unitarian Version of the New Testa~
ment, By Richard Laurence, -LL.'D.
Rector of Mersham, Keit, - 8vo. s8.
A -S¢lection frem ' the Books'of Job,

P{'?VcrbS, Ecclesiastes, Daniel, and the

‘Bpoerfpha, ‘Intended for.'the ‘Use'of
chools and Families. By the Rev. B.
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CORRESPONDEN CE.

¥he Editor has received ‘the packet, containing,—

For the Widow of the Late Rev. J. Brettell, . . 1l o o
For. the Unitaran Fund .. . . . . . . . 1. ® o

Also, the name of M. H. a s_ubscribe"r to the Rev. W, Christie’s proposed Dis.,
sertations on the Prophecy of Daniel.

As it would, doubtless, be highly gratifying to Mr. Christie to receive, in hig
declining age, assurances of the respect and esteem of the Friends of Truth in

is country, the Editor begs leave again to inform his readers that he shall be
happy to receive the names of such as wish to patronise the labours of this learned,
conscientious and pious advocate of rational Christianity.

The Secretary of the UNiTarian Funbp has received for this Institution the
following henefaction :— | -

The Unitarian society, under the pastoral care of the Rxv. T.Howe,Bgyp-
PORT, - e -~ e o .. . .. asl. oo

We are permitted to add that Mr. Wright has already proceeded as faras
PrymovuTa, on his Western Missionary Tour and is about to enter on Comnwall,
The report of his extended Journey will be laid before the subscribers to the
Unitarian Fund, after the annual Sermon, (by the Rev. J. GRUNDY, .of Man-

chester,) on Wednesday, the sth of June: the substance of it will be afterwards
given in an early No. of this work. |

The information for Mr. Lyons’s Welsh ‘missionary tour, from Mr. Wallace,
was received ; and shall be communicated, as dcsired. ‘

Several Communications arrived too late for insertion. We cannot undertake
to give place to any general articles, the same month that they are sent; of
to articles of Obituary and 'Intelligence after the 20th of the month in which
they are intended to appear 3 or to advertisements after the 24th,

.-

ERRATA in the last No..

». 253 for “ Crasuse’” tead :blagsua._ o L

~— x71, first col. 1. 19, from the top; for «« W’ read ¥V,

— 17%. second col. 1. 9, from the bottom, for « their,” read thir. :

- 174. first col. . 23, from the bottom, after « Moses,” place a period instead ofe
| colon ; amd for « lastly,” read Zastly. | "

— 175 sccond col. at the end of the first paragraph, from the top, place a note of

inferrogation. |

.

2% Our readers are informed that on the 1st of Jume next the
past volumes of the Monthly Repository will be razsed to the price ‘J
_she present volume, 1.e.. to ls. 6d, per Number. - Tlis measure witl
not, we trust, be complained of by owr Subscribers, as this early 1o
t1ce will enable them to procure the Supplement to the last volume, and

%o complete their sets, before the advance on the old price-will ¥
‘ e, . ' ' | |





