THE

,MONTHLY REPOSITORY

»

: T heology and General Literature.

- o

No. LXXV.

MARC H.

——

ol

- v m— . .

fve VI

sthuny

™ « ——— — o ———

'EXTRACTS FROM NEW PUBLICATIOXS.

ot &

Ceor responde)zCe bsfweeri’” ne
J. Berington and the Rev. J.
Evans, with Remarks by the

‘ latter.

{Extracted from thc Appendzx to a Ser-
mon, by Mr. Evans, at King’s Lynn,
Norfolk, Jan. 5, 1812, just published. |

LR LETTER L
To the Rev. J. Evans.
*°  Rev. SIR,

F¥a vinG often heard your Sketck
of the Denominations of the Chris-

t2an World much spoken of, I

lately purchased a copy of the la:,t

edition, and immediately—as was

natural—turned to the article
Papist. The word was repulsive ;
but I proceeded, and having read
it through, I exclanned : sic
omni@ ;—one edition surely mlght
have satisfied the public curiosity,
for'a more loose, unsatisfactory,
and, in many points, a more un.
fair statement of our opinions was
néver given! And yet, can it be
thought that the religion of Fene-
lon, “and of so many great and
good men, in-all ages and all
nations, did not claim a candid
afid cofrect exposition ? .
\Ve oQ;ect to the word Papzs'

O

dressing 'a Cath»lic, would not
use. Then why—as you profess
moderation- —write it 2 The le

laiure, in 1's late acts, has re?jn-
quished the term, adopting that
of Roman Cathohc. This last is
our tamily name, come down from
the carliest ages.~ We do not oba-
jectto the ad_) anct Roman, becanse
it shews the conneétion w: noid
with our ecclesiasticaihea i ; o her-
wise the singic word Cathal:c ever
has fullv dlstmgmshed u.-rom all
other Christinn societies. Cn- 25«
tianus ménr nomen est, Cathilicus
Vero COZHONPIL, AVAS satd by a
Spamish bi.bop, arguing against
the Novatians, as far buck as the

fourth centuary. '
‘“ You straagy ly confound m-.

/

Sfalhibility and supre:n. dcys cailiag
them a ¢ leadinz wen:c” ih:-u s,
Nnever vas &

as applied to the Pope. .
tenet of our charch. S ti@'}ws
have maintarLed it, W theigpiatons
but do optuions, or d-ivn‘i"ﬁff (kK
you, form the church? I'his
‘church aloue. the assembiy ot ail
the faithful, we belheve, trom e
- promises of Chiuist, to be. secur-d
fruoin 1 ror, on dil esseatjal poings

Yau ‘mnw it to be a terg. of + of dustrine, to the R nan, blahup,

ret ro h, not used in good aocu:t)
and Wwhich- yon urself, in ad-
YOL. VIIX,

{

T

the st pd.st'u', OF uedt, of (IS
church, we aacnhe .su.‘ur.musy
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or, perbaps more pmper!y, prima-
ey 5 -his governivent being limited
Py . and controuled by, the cundns
~of established dl%éoplme. To re-
present this primacy. as extendifig
to prince: —because such has been
its abuse -~ argues utter ighorance.
Some divines have said it: the
church never. Your third division
of Cathclics on this head, is a
mere fdn(‘é( Ever‘y Cathnllc ade
mits the pimacy of the Roman
bishop. Our opinions are variolis &
our belicfy, or fajth, ondg bhuw

whereas, - the plam fact is—the
Jansemsts who were l:dn?empmﬂ
exceptd d———they mamtgmed dl?fer.
ent opinions, as they might, ad<
hering all to the same faith.—As
you me ntion the council of TrPnt
and the creed of Pius, let me re-
qu:st you to sketch your next
Papist from tho«* repositories of
hts doctrines. * And thence you
should have drawn your account
of zndulgenues, and wnot from
Robertson, whose statement -

bounds with error. As to the

me from the council ‘of Frent, 67 form, you sub_,o]n, if Tetzel, in

the cyeed of- Pope Pius; or any
public acknowle.iged rule of Cath.

olic belief, ‘that wé ~peak your
language, and you wiil have done
something.. And this you should
do, would you sketch a true por-
trait, and not a carcature. Gllray
would h(’at noie of ynu in thh
art.—We do no' pay *divine wor-
ship “to .he hKost or consecrated
wafor > The worship we pay is
to Jesas Christ ~whom we believe
to be reually present, under the
mystic signs or forms of bread
and winc.—~As to your works of
. supererogation, I know little abeut
them, only that they serve your
purpuse.  Some schoolmen may
have talked about i1; and I be.
" lieve, if a. man sells what he has,
and gives it to the poor, he does
more than is required from bim,
a5 a dlsmplc of Christ; but if in
this,seor in any other good work,

there be any merity; which can be

applied -to, himself or others, all

its value must' arise from the
superabundant merits of Ch:ist ;
by which alone the actions of
man become goed, and find ac-

the exlrd‘vagance of his own fancy,
pwc]mmcd it—which 1 doubt—
you may be dssured it is not Carha
olit.- There is no remission of
sin, nor: of the, consequences of
sin, \\lthnut sincere repemancc.z
The ¢ prcsem state’ of -our res
ligion, is to be collected—as it
always was—-mfrom our catechlqms
and books of ubllc instruction,
and not from the opmlons;g
any individual, suc¢h as Dr. ﬁ@\i -
ricr. We value his mlracle as lltde
as v‘ou ("0. )
On the Greek chiarch _you are
o more correct tbant on ours,
What can you mean in saying,.
that” the Greeks or Russians € rea
ject images in the woreh:p of the
Deuy, ‘when' you cannot be iga
norant that on the subjcct of
imaces, they are particularly cena
surable ; and this yourselt shew
in the fbllawm paoe.-(‘onsubg
stajitiation, wni the Lutheran
they ‘do not admit; but a real
change of the element« as we do:
-and thlb your Greek’ )u il, if ‘He
knew any thing, could haveiauoht'
you.—It alwavs has beenil apj,

cepiuance with God.w—-You then is notorious, to fmen that W

proceed to contound po‘m!s of dis-

cipline and belief ; and "speak’ of of . faith,’

different schools as 56 many secta 3

4 - ', L
c \' “ ~ -~

that both ¢hurchies,’ on al Qlﬁ!&
3 have thou n{ght ap
thl?kall ﬁ';r ””Erim cy J“ ox}g
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and "the procession of the third
‘person fromn the Son’ e‘;ceptcd
JIn discipline we dlffer. |
Both these articles dre compiled e
in the tnost ~lovenly manner: in.
deed, [ must say, without the
smallebt knoﬂvlvdge on the subject,
as if, in your opmion, the Jump( rs
in Wales, and the Shakers ‘in
America, had a cl.am to more
attention. ' The minds of you aLL
overflow with prejudices; you
copy from one Tanother: dejgn
not to look into Catholic wriwess,
in whom' truth’ mlght be ‘found,
and nwdestly insist, that we-"do
Rot know ‘whatour own. belief is.
¥ can, therefore, with truth say,
that from the time of your boasted
Reformatwn to the present day,
no writer, as far as | have read,
-bas been, or is fiee from the charge
'Qf the grossest misreptresentalicn; .
gvmo completed your Skeich
2 gOplmuna, you say: ¢ To .a
ougbtfyl: mind they  exbibit a
mel*a.ncbul_) picture uf the human
undcmfandmg, risguided ihrgugh
ssion, and-way ped by prejuuice ’
%\deed it 15 sy bnit _what th.n
must the same thoughtful wmind
think of that. leading principle ol
your Reformation—frow which
all the evil has lpwed Sswhich -,
wites the most ignorant man 1o in.
terpret the seriptures as be plenses;,
thence to form his own rohigion;
and to. becomie the twachcer of
ethers? To this priheiple we appase
the commisgsion of . Chyist o his
apostles, Matt. xxviu, 19, 20;
Maik xvi. 15, I(L, while mas(m‘
and common sense el wps hat
no rale can be so. Sufe and. s0
Philosophical as that efamhmuy‘
resting on the promises of, oue
master, anth. the uninterrupied
ti’adiSwu of 8. 'This principle
athorityy’ ‘;ingévur, is not meant

1imperiously to controul, but to
direct the conscience, in the choice
of what tnay tmost conduce to
eternal happiness.

That through the long progress
of agcs, there have been amon
us absurd cpisions 3 and n our
practices. superstifion; and in our
conduct, bigotry and mtoli rance,
no Catholic. will deny: but eur
tdnh throug vhout, has been one
and uac hianged; such as the apuss
thes, thugbt, and their «nccessors
in the mnitry have broyght down
w:th them, Acgain, we allow ihat
i our dwcipline are many things
—such as the -use of the Latin
tongue, the dress of the ministers,
and many ritual_ccremonies——not
agrecable to modern ‘raste and
manners ; but we- received  them
from vencrable antiquity ;5 and,
therefore, we preserve them. Hud

ourreligicn boen wgdorn, moderty

would- have been all its oatward
garb and expressien,

make no_apology for these
strictures on--your Sketck, nor for
thiir occasional asperity, - It 1s
bardly possible 1o rapnobale too

afr ugly. the cepductict.unen, wikdy

when trnth lies open betore:them,
turn-asigde to . the sous ces wvf-crror,
thereby: to.perpetuate their own

prejudicesy: and : the  piejpudices of

their readers. . And by * what
casulsity, vt me. ask| ean such
copduct,be here justificd, whiehy
on other accasiom, the plain dic2
tates of. bupour and. bonesty imust
condemp @ Lliad. { undertaken to
comptrle such a work as yours, ¥
should have procured, from cvery
sngiely. that statement of opidions
which was 4}m~mml by them. most
correct ; ahd thembave submited.
each, article 1o the inepection of
the amost intelligent. man in eachd
society 1 could have'tound, with
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a determination to .abide by his
correccons.  But had you done
this, in regird to the two articles,
at least vetfere me, I can confi-
dently tell you that not many
lincs would have remained une
cancelled. |
I am, Rev. Sir,
Your obcdient
and bumble servant,

| JosEph BERINGTON.

Buckland. near Farringdon, Berks, -
Dec. 11, 1811.

Let nie add.—We ask you not
to approve vur doctrines.  Reject
them, refute them, as you can:
state them only fairly. Do as
- you would be done by. 1 often
suspect that you feel your Refor-
mation cannot be supported, but
by misrepresenting the tenets of
the church from which you with.
@rew : otherwise, ~why will you
thus persevere ? —I will send you
2 sumemary of our pringiples.”

LETTER ]I
o the Rev. J. Evans.

" Rev. S1Rr,

Inclosed is the Sumimary T men-
tioned, which I recommend to
your perusal. | |

I have now gone through your
Sketch, for which on one account,
you have my sincere thanks.
Surely no work was ever better
calculated to strengthen the Cath-

olec in his belief of the necessitye

of a guide in religion. In this
view, , T shall recommend it’ to
their peruysal. But how any Pro-
testant, when he seriously con-
templates this melancholy series
of discordant opinions can approve
the principle of private judgment,
and not. rather adopt universal
scepticism, is to me, I own, in.
comprehensible. Were ¥ not a
Catholic, nothing short of this, or

even of Deism, could afford me
any resting-place. Must the
thoughtful man, left to himself,
go on from Luther to Calvin, from
Calvin to Muncer or Arminius,
from these to George Fox, or
Swedenborg, or Ann Lee, or
Joanna Southcott, &c¢ &c.

¢ And find no rest—in wandering °

mazes lost’—

and still be told that Christ came
into the world to be to him the
way, the truth and the lifes and
that he who follows him walketh
not in darkness? = . ‘

‘ We deprive the laity,” you
say. p. 289, ¢ of theé scripture, by
restraining its use.” For use read
abuse, and the word will be cor-
rect. On points of* faith, we
would have the scriptures to be
explained, as tke church, from the
beginning,: .has explained them.
Had this rule been followed, your
Sketch of Christian Denomingbdions
would have been comprised within
a few pages. On points, not of

faith, each one is left.to hisliberty.

This. has given, :and - does. givey
rise to that variety of -opinions,
which you are anxious to con.
found with variation in. essential
belief. This latter . wvariation, I
admit, has at all times too much
¢ disturbed the tranquillity of the
Catholic church.” _%ut here  lies
the difference. With .us, it has
ever atisen from the violation of
our principle of authority: -with
you, it is.the direct and invited
consequence of your principle of
private judgment. But we ¢ deny,’
youadd, ¢ the sufficiency of scrip-
ture.” Let me ask you: What
was the rule of belief followed by
the early Christian churches,. be-
fore the written word was sufficie
ently established and extended, to
become a guide 2 Was it not the
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authority ..of their teacheis, the
apostles and. their, successors, to
aid and confirm which authonty,
the written word or scripture, in
due time came forward? Such,
we. think was the order established
by Christ ; and the sameever has
been, and is our  rule of belef.
Had tke scriptures never bceen
written, our faith would have been
equally secure: where would yours
have been? Did Christ leave
any directions for the writing of
his doctrines ? | |
I am, Rev. Sir,
Yours, &c. |
J. BERINGTON.
Bec. 12, 1S11.

-

‘ REPLY.
To the Rev. J. Berington.
REev. SIR,

I acknowledge the reccipt of

both your letters, and the hittle

pamphlet, entitled Roman Cathol:
lic 'Principles in Keference to God

and the Country—written in the
reign of Charles ~ the . Second.
Many observations occurred 10 me
upon the asperity with which you
address me3; but 1 wish not o
recriminate. However | must say,

that the correspondence which

you had, many years ago, with,

Dr. Priestley, respecting your
preaching a charity sermon at his
place of worship, in Birmingham,
had impressed me with an 1dea of
your good scnse and liberality ;
you may judge, therefore, how
I am disappointed on the present
occasion, Notwithstanding your
remarks, I am still of opinion that
1 have in substance, given a cor-
rect account of your sect, in iy
Sketch qf the Denominations of the
Christian World ; and your glosses

do not affect it. With your writa

1ngs, a: well as with those of Dr.
M:iner, I am not unacqu#inted ;
and it is, indeed, wonderful to me
that men of such talents and learn-
Ing can profess, and even advocate
a religion, whence the eacrcise of
reason is excluded. As you have
sent me your creed in the listle
pamphlet—I have transmiited you
mine 1n the inclosed address 5 and
as you recommmend your creed to
my perusal, so I hope you wiil
read mine with equai attention.*

For .any controversy with you I

have peither time nor inclination,
occupied as [ am in my prefessinn.
al labours of educating youin, and
Leing naturully disposed to prace
—but subscribe myself your weijl.
wisher, and, asa friend to Catho-
lic émancipation, a welléwisher to
your whole body.
| Joun Evans,
Islington, Dec. 10, 1811.

P. 8. To shew you, however,
that I am under po fear, as to the
issue of your animadversicnson my
SKETCH, on the REFORMATION
and on PROTESTANTISM at large,
I mcan to send your two lctters
and the above reply, for insértion,,
to the Monthly [Theological] Re.

pository, sold by Sherwood and Co.’

Paternoster Row. Thisisa l'ib'e:-AI
publication, where the merits of
the case may

be discussed—and"

thus, indeed, the purchasers, bpth’

Catholics and Protestants, of the
last edition of the Skerch, may
benefit by your'correctiuns—--my

account of your sect being (accord~
ing to your representatios) SO €re "

roneous and detective ! My sole

object in drawing up the Skefch

# My Twenticth Anniversary SCrmon,.
reached at Worship Sucet, Novem-
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~was to extend the empire of Truth

and diffuse the benign influence of

Christian charity-— Tros Tyriusque
M1H 1 nullo discrimine agetur.

REMARKS.

As the writer ot the Letters
has given me ¢* full pe:mrssion to
publish.them in any form 1 please,”
they are placed 1o this dppeandiz
to a Sermon, 1n which a single
extract is madc the subject of
animadversion ‘'T'he Fditor of the
Monthly Repository is welcome to
transter them, with my reply, uito
his work—where no doubt, an
ample vindication will. be made of
Protestantism and of the Refora
mation in generalk,  The introdue-
tory rcinarks” are merely by way
of self-defence—and I shall add a
few words respecting the. Greek
church, which I am also accused
of having grassly misrepresented.
The followipg respectable autho-
rities will shew that my account,
in the Sketch of that Church, is
pretty correct : —

Dr. Charles Coote, in his His-
tory of th- Eighteenth Contary—
subjoined to the last cdition of

Moshelm——sptdkmg of the Greek

church. says—"¢ Transubstant.
ation is not @ decided. docinne in
this church. It is apparemly

maintained in. one. of the public

compsums of faith, but the words
used in the service itself seem
mere}y to’imply, that the supposed
change is an act of the mind, not
apbyszcal ¢anversion of the sacra.
mentul elements into the. body
and blood of  Christ,
absurrhty of aupposmg it to-be an
actual change of substance does

not appear 1o have formed a part

of the eatly creed, of the Greeks,

but was'in all probability borroWéd’

* Not inscrted here, for want of room, Ep

'alleged but
The gross

from the wild fancies, or artful ina
ventions, of Romish- priests, “the
notorious Corrup[vl’s of prnmn’ve
Christianity.”

The Rev. Mr. Co.z'e, in his Rm.
sian- Thiavels, tells us.that ¢ the
Greek religion prohibits the.useof
carved images ; but the pillars of
their churech,the walls and ¢eilings,
are painted. with representatlons
of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary,
and different saints.”> -And Mr.
Bruce, speaking: of the -Abyssinian
churches, says-—** Their walls
were almost covered with pictures
of saints or other representations ;
but no _figures, iembossed or in rea
lievo, were exhibited,  for ‘they
considered the use of these as a
species of idolatry-1”?

In a coatroversial pamph]et,
written some years ago, Mr.
Berington thusreluctantly acknow.
luloes-——-—tha.t Proetestanism allows
a greater rangs of intellectunf
freedom than Pop.ry—-a strking
proof of liberality struggling’ with’
the prejudice of education. ¢ Many
thinus, 1 confess, in &he Cat/lolzc
belief, weigh rather heavy on my
mind, and 1 should* be glad to’
hdve.ajrcei field to range int "Can
you wish for a rveader with bet-
ter dispositions than these @ I read
with'a ray oid but cluse attention,- -
pvcry mument ¢ xpecting th'&t some

happy discovery will Sef me at lin
berty. AYa- Y sir, i¢'has never gset

: ha,ppened 1 meet with aés&rtlmi"

thrown out sometfmes Wllh an ah‘
of P!aus‘iblhty——-—lé\fs of s(’Tlptdre
proving nothiiig—fa.
thers drdgged torwards to' contras’
dict their own words—and redson’
decoyed from: Ns proper pursiits,

to “diséuss’ m%‘}ers W lch bglong
not to it. ith mdlgnatian |
throw thé book aside, for instedd
of- gaxﬁ:ﬁg-l‘i‘béﬂy I drsco‘ve(' ﬁwt "

of
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1 have been reading only to con-
vince myself still more that | am
obliged to believe what my churck
proposes to me ! ’” The grant Pre-
Judicé rules the human mind with
a more than iren sway. Such
cases are .entitled to our pity and
compassion®.

I shall conclude \nth remind-
ing the young reader of the differ-
ence between the Romish church
and the Reformed church, an the
subjects of scripture and of tredi-
ticn. 'The council of Trent says,
concerning tradition, that <* The
truth and discipline of the Catholic
church are comprehended. both in
the sacred books and in the ¢radz-
ttons, which have been -received
from the mouth of Jesus Christ
himself,” or of hLis apostles, and
which have been pieserved and
transmitted to us by an aninterrapt.
ed chain and succession !’ The
ductrine of the Reformed church
is — That the Holy Scrpture
-containcth: all  things necessary
‘to salvation ; so that whatsoever

y—

#* It" is but jus'ice however to de-
clare that the above extrRAacCT, as also
the extfact, in the Preface. are taken
from Reﬂertznns addressed to the Rev.
J. "Hawkins, published in the year
1485~ aud that the Rev J. Berington
has swce made the amente hono' alle,
in a printed paper. dated Feb. 13, 1801,
now in the hands of the Carholic clergy
-—from which it appeats, fo use its own
words, that he has ‘¢ submiited all his
religious orlmons and writings to the
Judginent ot the apd:tolical See ot Rome;
revoking and condenning cvery senteuce
and passag: in them contraiy to, 1 de
rogatery- frons, the definnious and de-
cisions of the general councils, Roman
pontiffs and orthodox fathers pro-
fessing' htmsclf sorry for the offen e
and “scanidal which these have caused,
and ' promiding to avoid the sanic In
future ! !”e—wSee the-Rev. Dr. Milner’s
Lcttm;a toa Prcbqndazy Fourth edition,
prifited at Curk, * by the permission of

¢ Aushior,” 18é7 » e 448,

"builder 18 Gop—its beauty

i1s not read therein, nor may be
proved thaeby, i1s not to be re-
quired of anv man that it should
be belteved as an article of faith
or be thought rcquisite or necessary
to salvation.”” ‘I'his hine of de-
marcation, drawn between the
two churches, 1s too palpable for
misrepresentation to disguise, or

sophistry to annibilate. Let no
Protestant lose sight ot the disa
tinction. And upun the 1rsng

generation, in the rdligious worid,
it ought to be deeply 1mpressed,
for it is of high nnportance that
their tender minds should be ima
bued with a lwe of the Holy
Scriptures, which make wise unto
salvatiop. By the exercire of the
understanding in the 1nterpreta=
tion of the pure word of God—

the truth, as 1t is in Jesus, must

- be attained—and the trut) as it is

in Jesus, will always be the doca
treane according to guedliess. Free
inquiry 1s in strnict alhiance with
gentine Chitstiamty. ¢ Some, I
know, affcet to belicve (says the
venerable Bishop of Llandaft) that
as the restoration of letters was
rainous to the Romish religion,
s0 the further cultivation of them
will be sutversive of Christianity

itsclf—of this there 1§ no dan-
ger. It may be subversive of

of the church

of

the reliques

‘Reme, by which other churches

arc still polluted, of persecutions,
of avathemas, of ccelesiasticad
domination over God’s heritage,
of .all the sitiy ourworks wiich
the pride, the superstition, the
knavery of mankind bave erccted
around the cradel of ouar faith;
vut the citaded itself i> founded
on a reck—the gates of hell cane
not prevail aga:nst it—its master.
will
be found incflable, and its stiength, .

impregiable, when it shall be freed
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from the frippery of human orna- onc at Skalholt, the other at Heol.
“ments, and cleared from the rub- um in the northern province ; and a
b'sh of human bulwarks. It isno landed property was attached to
small part of the province of a to these insututions, sufficient for
teacker vf’ Christianity to distin- the support of between twenty and
guish between the word of God and  thiny scholars at each place. To-
the additrons which men have made wards the close of the last century,
toit.>” , the two schools were united into

At this particular crisis I should one, and transferred to Reikiavik g
deem myself wanting in duty, as while in lieu of the school-lands,
an advocate of P;oz‘esmntesm, not which were appropriated by the
to cepgratulate the religious pub- crown, an annual sum from the
lic upon the recent multiplication public money was allotted to the
of Charity Schools and of Bille support of the establishment. A
Socielies throughout the land. The few years ago, the school was
truly Ckristian union of Church. again transferred to its present
men and Dissenters, in this blessed situation at Bessestad ; the build-
werk, is a cheerful and invigorat- ing being vacant which was for-
mz ray of light which shoots ‘merly the abode of the governors
athwart the portentous darkness of Iceland. This edifice, though
of the tiimes. It shews that Ckris- by no means in good repair, is
franity, with its divisions and sub- from its size better adapted than
divisions, hath stll left energy any other in the country for the
enough to lift up its professors purposes to which it is now ap-
above tl.e wretched narrowness of plied ; and, but for the interven-
party-views; rendering them in< tion of the war betwcen England
tent on advancing the glory of and Denmark, would have been
the SuprrME BeTNG, by cordi- further improved by the comple~
aliy uniting to promote the present tion of some additional buildings,
ard everlasting interests of man- which are yet in an unﬁmahed

+

kind— ' state. | |

o Ho'd fast the golden chain The cstablishment at Bessestad

Let down t:om Heav'n—’twill bear thee consists, at present, of three mas-.
upward : ters, and twenty.three or twentya.

"Twas Wispom’'s noblest work—and

every link is love ! four scholars; the funds of the

WatTts. school not allowing the reception
Islington, Fel, 8, 1812. ot a greater number. The head
mas!cr, or Lector Theologice, has-
Present State of Educatien in an annual salary of 600 rix-dol-

Iceland . s lars. It is his office to superintend
[From Sir G. S M ckenzie’s Travels the general concerns of the school,
in Iceland. ato. pp. < .o—.y.] and to conduct more especially

At the prescnt time, the school the theological department, and
of Bessestad 1s actually the only the study of the Hebr:w language.
establistiient for «ducation 1a Icec At the tunce of our arrival in Icg-.
Jand. About the middle of the land. the persen who held this
16th century, when the retorma- situation, was Mr. Stezngrzm Jon-
tiou of refigion took place in the svm ; a wman apparently not more
island, two schools were founded ; than thirty-five years of age, but
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pbssessed of talents and learn-
ng which well fitted him for the
discharge of its important duties.
For several years, he was the
pupil and secretary of the late
Bishop Finsson at Skalholt, after
whose death he studied some time
at Copenhagen ; where as a clas.
sical scholar, he acquired very
‘great credit. His knowledge of
the Greek and Hebrew languages
is said to be accurate and exten.
sive; and to theological studies
he has givén a very minute atten-
tion, being intimately acquainted
with the writings of the most emi-
nent of the German theologians.
This gentleman, during our stay
in Iceland, was removed from
Bessestad to the church of Odde,
in Rangaavallé Syssel; one of the
‘most valuable livings in the island.
He was succeeded by another
pérson, of the same name, who
i1s likewise reputed to be a man
of learning and acquirements.
The two inferior masters of the
school have salaries of 300 rix=
dollars each. The office of the
second master comprehends the
instruction of the scholars in Latin,
history, geography, and arithme-
tic ; while the third is occupied
in teaching the Greek, Danish,
and Icelandic languages. Itis a
singular circumstance in the re-
gulations of the schiool, that each
scholar, whether intended for the
pastoral office or not, is obliged
to study the elements of Hebrew,
and to undergo some examination
i this language. By far the
greater number, however, of those
who attend the school, are pre-
paring themselves for this future
sitaation in life; and 'in the ad-
mission of scholars, a preference
18 always given to the children of
priests. A youth is not allowed
‘¥OL. VIT, »

.though officially required,
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to ehter until he has been cone

firmed ; and a “certificate of his

talents and dispositions is required
from the minister of the parish in
which he has resided. The period
of annual study extends from the
beginning of October to the end
of May ; the summer being made
the season of vacation to accoma
modate the rural occupations, in
which all ranks among the Ice-
landers are obliged to partake. It
is a part of the office of the Bishop
to visit the school at the coma
mencement and close of each ses-
sion; and at the latier time to
superintend the examinations of
the scholars which then take place.
These examinations continue dur-
1ng several days, with a prescribed
form of proceeding, of which a
sketch has already been given in
the narrative. o

‘After a certain degree of pro-
gress in the studies allotted to him,
each scholar becomes what- is
termed a demissus ; leaving the
school and pursuing his future
studies at home. No particular
period is fixed for a demzisszon. This
is determined solely by the pro-
ficiency of the student, as ascer-
tained by an examination; for
which it is required that he should
be able to read and write Latin
with accuracy, that he should
have some knowledge of Greek
and Hebrew, and of the rules for
interpreting the Old and New
Testaments ; and that he should
be acquainted with the Danish
language, with history, arrthme-
tic and geography. The knowa-
ledge of Greek and Hebrew,
isy
however, in the practice of these
examinations, by no means very
rigorously exacted. - Where the
students are -preparing for . the

\
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priesthood, as is generally the case,
they are farther uestioned upon
the Bible and ecclesiastical his-
tory, upon the doctrines of the
Lutheran church, &c. If a youth
has continued seven yecars with-
out attaining the qualifications
which entitle him to become a
demissus, the Lector writes to his
family, Trepresenting the matter
to them, and he is not allowed to
remain longer wt the school.

A library is attached to the
establishment at Bessestad, con-

taining probably twelve or four-

teen hundred volumes; among
which are a few good editions of
the classics. The greater part of
the library consists of Icelandic
and Danish works; beside which
there are a considerable number
of- volutnes in the German lan.
guage, and a few in the English
and French. The number of
~ manuscripts is very inconsiderable,
and they appear to be of little
value. The private library of
the Lector Theologie, though
smaller, 1s more selecty and con.
* tains the works of Mosheim, Hein-

Comments en Paine’s ¢‘ Age of Reason.”

zius, Reinhard, Lowth, Gries-
bach, Michaelis, and numerous

‘'other authors of minor note, on

ecclesiastical history and doctrine.
It is the best theological collec-
tion in the island.

Among the young men educated
at this school, thcre are some
who afterwards go to Copenhagen,
with the view of prosecuting their
studies at the University there s
this advantage being occasionally
afforded to the children of those
who hold civil offices, or possess
landed property, ard to the sons
of some of the wealthier among
the clergy of the:country. The
number of students, however, who
enjoy such opportunites is very
limited ; and the remainder, op-
pressed by poverty and the nccesa
sitics of their situation, are gene-
rally compelled to take up their
abode for life 1n solitary spots,
where their intercourse even with
each other, is almost wholly StiS=
pended, mxd where any future pro-
gress in knowledge can only be
effected by their mdependent and
unaided exertions.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

L ]

L d

Comments on Paine’s ““ Age of your pages as the historian of the

Reason,” Part. iii.
London, Feb. 21, 1812.
SIR,

I had lately put into my hands,
'Thomas Paine’s ¢ Age of Reason,”
Pt. n1i.—a wretched compilation
of falsehood and calumny, the
dregs of a genius always coarse.
For the publication of it, a book-
seller “[ Daniel Isaac Ea;on, of
Ave-Maria Lane 5 not I presume
the D. Eaton, who is known on

* York Baptists:] is under prosecu-

tion by the Attorney.General ;
miserablc way of defending Chris-
tianity. The copy which'I have

1s valuable, on account of some

manuscript’ commemts, by a pen,
dipped as I conceive, in.the very
spirit of the New Testament;
these I now send you for your use,
if you shall judge them serviceable
to your great object of promoting
rational religion.
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'Cbhzm'ents on Paine’s < Age of Reason.”

“On a blank paoe opposite to
the title, are the following  re-
marks :—

“ Whatever may be thouoht of
the ¢ Reason’’ of Mr. Pame or
of the prudence of his publisher,
highly we cannot deem of the
Chrlsnamty of the Attorney Gen-
eral, quasi Attorney General. In.
fidelity is not more anti-christian,
than i1s the coercion of conscience
by the civil power. It would be
curious to see what sort of an in.
dictment, Sir'V. G. with all his
acuteness and dexterity; would be
able to draw from the New Tes-
tament, against D. I. Eaton!”

Paine concludes his work with
the definition of infidelity, thus—
¢¢ He that believes in the story/of
Christ is, an infidel to God:”
upon which the annotator re-
marks,—

¢ He that comes to Mr. Paine’s
conclusion upon his ‘premises,
must -be an infidel to common
sense. He attacks tlie corruptions
of Christianity, rather than Chris-
tianity itself. Unable
guish between spurious and ay.
thentic scripture, he confounds
and opposcs both: one might
give him almostall his arguments,
(his scurrilities: are out. of - the
question,) and lcave Christianity,
as really contained in the New
Testament, untouched.

‘¢ Did I\Ir. Paine know that
Christians d» not ail believe in the
miraculous concepuon, or, in the
infallibility- of the Evangehsts
This he must have known, [for he
was formerly usher in the school
of Mr. Noble, who was a Chris-
tian and a divine of the class of
Dr. Foster ;] as also that the doc-
trines ' of election, ~&c. are as
much reprobated by some believers
as by any unbelievers. Where

to distin-.
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then the justness of representmg
these as undisputed Christian doc-
trines 2’

In some blank leaves at the
end of the work, the commentator
has thus wrltt:»n —

““ What is the great gain of in-
fidelity ?—It relieves the mind
from superstition! But Voltaire
was eminently superstitious ; and
the Parisians, in the heat of the
French Revolution, bowed down
before a naked harlot, as the god-
dess of reason.—It explodes priest-
craft! But priests may Be infidels;
there have Dbeen infidel bishops
and infidel popes ; of one of the
latter it is told that he once ree
marked, ¢ What a profitable fable
is this of Jesus "Christ ’—and if
men become infidels, there is no
longer any reason in morals, why
they should not be priests or bish-"
ops or popes, or impostors, usurp-
ers and tyrants of any oth€r dea
scription : to such, there is no
rule of right but their own intera
ests ; and what a rule is that for.
human conduct! What citizen
would wish his magistrate govern-
ed by it! what master his servant!
what parent his child I-—Infidelity.
was, for a time, accidentally as<
sociated with frce principles in
government ;3 but nothing can be
more fallacious than' the associa-
tion. Robespierre was an infidel,
and a bold, zealous and consistent
one ; so, I dare say, was H.—
D.—- and possibly Thomas Paine
and Bp. H. might, in secret, have
understood each. other, on the
subject of religion. Hume (teo
whom every other infidel is a pig-
my,) was the advocate of the
despotic, wretched house of the
Stuarts ; and Bolingbroke '(next
in ability perhaps to Hume, in
the ranks of infidelity,) was one
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of the framers and promoters of
the Schism Bill, (prondentlally

smothered by the seasonable death
of Queen Anne), by which no
man was to bave been allowed
to educate his children, without
subscribing the 39 articles. Giba
bon, too, hated equally Christi-
anity and civil and religious liberty.
—Away, then, the plea that in.
fidelity would abolish priestcratft,
—it tends directly to favour it,
by providing a license for deceit
and uickedncss,-——and that it 1is
not more prevalent, is owing, not
to infidels but, to Christians, un-
derstdndinoCbristianity The New
Testament is the Magna Charta of
the * Rights of Man >—in every
age, it has inspired and embol-
dened our Hampdens and Hollises,
our Russels and Sydneys, our
Washuw,gtons, our Palmers and our
Priestleys, to expose and resist
hypocrmca,l churchmen and in.
fidel wministers of state. The
Christian has a reason, a motive
for patriotism; k4e is called to
Zlory. : - _
¢’ It is not meant to be insinu-
ated by the foregoing remarks,
that unbelievers are necessarily
bad men; their habits are, Bappllv,
formed before their principles ;
and to that religion which they
despisé the) owe it, perhaps, that
they aré not pilferers or ruffians,
voluptnaries or sots. But the hls-
tory of munkind warrants me in
saying that, there is no instance
on record, of heroic virtue at-
chieved by an infidel. Men can-
not become heroncally virtuous
by habit; or because their judg-
ment coolly approves of heroism :
they can attain this' morak height
only by the .force of some great
principle, some sense of dauty,

Comménts on Paine’s < Age of Reason.

some expectation of reward acte
ing constantly upon their mmds. -

¢¢ If a man has a vicious habit,
what motive to- gorrect it, will
he find in infidelity ? say that he
1s inchined to intemperance ; and
what will be his motto, but that
of the Epicureans, rebuked by the
Apostle Paul—¢ Let us eat and
drink, for to-morrow we die’—-
we perish. It is not contended
that infidel principles impel a man
at once into vice ; but that if he
fall into vice, they have no power
to raise him from it: Who can
say that Mr. Paine would not have
been a temperate man, if he had
lived under the influence of the
powers of the world to come ! and
who but must lament that intem.
perate indulgence should  have
brought on, in his case, such well-
known, premature dotage,—that
dotage in which this book was
written, and of which i1t exhibits
so many melancholy tokens.

““ What then is the great gain
of infidelity 2—This : that it takes
off all moral excitements and re.
straints in life, and extinguishes
all hope in death ; in other words,
that it enables @ man to sin with-
out fear, and rewards him with
the assurance that he shall perish
like a beast ! N

‘“ The greatest prostitution of
terms —next to the foul calum-
nies cast upon religion—is the

calling of such a-wretched, debas.

ing, corrupting system, as mﬁdeh.
ty, a fruit of REason.” -

So far, Sir, the annotator:
some of bis remarks may be deem-
ed too strong, same of his allusions
too particular ; but it will be re-
membered that he wrote for the
private reader of Paine’s -book and
not for the public:. I judged his
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reflections too valuable to be con-
fined to the shelf of a library,
and . I could not allow myself to
prune or correct them.

EI’ISCOPUS

]

-Question relating to the Holy
Sparit.
Mgr. EpiTOR,

Will you favour me with a cor-
ner in your excellent miscellany
for = question which I wish to
propose to your trinitarian reae
ders and correspondents, hoping
that some one of them will esteem
it worthy of serious consideration.

If the Holy Spirit is indeed an
individual person distinct from the
Father ; if he is according to the
orthodox creed, his equal; or in
other words, if he is the One
Jehovah ! ¢¢.in whom we live
and move, and have our being!”’
¢ IFor whom, and to whom, and
through whom, are all things!”
If he is the ¢ High and Lofty One,
who inhabiteth etermty !”” to whom
all created bemgs owe their exist-
ence, and look jfor their future
preservation !—and to be equal
with the Father he must be all
this; why did Jesus Christ, who
spent whole mnight jn prayers to
Ee Father, and devoutly addressed
Izzm, on a variety of recorded oc-
casions, never offer up a single
Ppetition, to this equal in Omazpo-
tence, oOf give the slightest hint
to kg disciples to do so?, Why,
by his own uniform and most im-
pressive example, and by that
most striking and comprehensive
form of woumds -which he delivered
to us, dees he exclusiyely geach
M5 i pray to the Father, if there
are jndeed three persons equally

entitled to our worship and adora-
tion ?
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"An auswer to this question is
earnestly requested by, Sir,
Your constant reader,

M H.

Want of Candour towards Unbe.
lievers.
SIR,

The exercise of reason and li.
berality, are, I think amongst the
more conspicuous cxcellencnes by
which that sect of Christians, cal]-
ed Unitarians, would be. thouohl to
distinguish themselves: and there
certainly can be no quality more
calculated than these, to win the
aflections, and to make a prose-
lyte of the honest and amiable en-
quirer, who may be led to doubt
the correctness of the doctrines
and principles, he has elsewhere:
acquired. Reason leads us to an
acquaintance with the unlimited
liberality and benevolence of the
Deity towards all his creatures,
This benevolence, or liberality, is
not jless a celestinl quality, than
is the infinite wisdom, or the
boundless power of the Almlghty,
and being more attractive and
lovely in the eyes of his creatures
and dependents, it will ever be
sought for by ingenuous minds, as
the first feature in every system
which claims the Father of all for
its author, .

I have witnessed and bave felt
1he,power of this supposed liber-
ality, in a community which [
have been induced to join, chicfiy
from a belhief that i1t was more
largely endowed with this heavenly
astribute than others ; I confess 1
think so still; orl would instantly
abandon its meetings, tor the one

most congenial to my sentiments

in this respect. Yet I have found

Jimits to this virtue, not before

observed by me, and it is on a
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circumstance, which I conceive
to be a lamentable departure from
_ this most estinlable quality, that I
am now induced to address you.
I regret the occasion for this: and
I particularly regret that the want
of liberality, which is but another
name for charity, for justice!
should haye been evinced by one,
who, in most respects, 1s an orna.
ment to the church to which he
belongs, and a conspicuous ex-
ample of talent combined with un-
remitting zeal in the discharge of
- _every apprehended duty.
. 'The instance of which I have
to complain, occurred in a sermon
I am just returned from hearing,
and, as I cannnot suppose that the
worthy minister, of whom, in this
case, I am induced to disapprove,
stands alone in the fault, I am de-
sirous through your publication
of submitting to the consderation
of others, as well as to that of the
perfen more immediately concern.
ed, the propriety of av01d1ng the
defect in future, and of revising
and eradicating the erroneoys opi-
nions, froin which it springs. -
The discourse alludeéd to, was
designed chiefly to shew the worth.
lessness of the applause and honour
of men, inasmuch as such honour
is not paid to piety and Christian
holiness, but rather to the disqui-
sitiens of philosophy, the display

of talents, and the successful arti.

fices of the ambitious conqueror.
dn contemning the praises bestow-
cd.on the latter I freely partici.
pate, but I can by no means ac-
cord with the preacher' in, what 1
understood to be, his sentiments
with respect to the futility and
‘even pernicious tendency of the
former. Such praise is certainly
futile, and of injurious conse-
quences, 'when bestowed on vicious

Want of Candour towards Unbelievers.

arts, and in opposition to piety
and virtue ; and this must doubt-
less have becn the meaning of this
respectable minister. But while
[ am sensiblethat talents are too
‘hequently thus misapplied, Fthink
thoy seldom or never lead to Athe-
ism, as he appeared to intimate ;
much less, is this unhappy state of
mind to be ascubed to the enquiries
of philosophy, the parent, rather,
I conceive, of genuine and elevated
plety

This, however, Whl(.‘h I regard
as an unfair and injurious dlspa-
ragement of philosophy and talénts,
1s not ‘the material object of my
present appeal to you. - I lament
that I have to complain of impu-
tations of the very worst  kind,
against MEN, who, though they
may be ¢ faithful friends, good
citizens, lovers of truth and attach-
ed to what is good,’” yet without
Christian pr1nc1ples, would not be
found to stand in the moment of
temptation. Give them but an
opportunity of promoting their

~own advantage, ‘¢ of supplantmg

a rival,” or of overcoming - ah
enemy, and ‘¢ they will not be
scrupulous about the means ;*’
‘whilst ¢¢ he who is under thein-
fluence of Christian prmmples”’
will persevere in the discharge of
his duty, even unto death. Now
what ingenuous mind, I may be
permn‘ted to ask, what unsuspect-
ing mind,- would not infer’ from
this, that the influence of Chris-
tian principles ¢ould;'alone, enable
a man to thhstand the tempta-
tions and the .sufferings of the
world, and to brave the terrors of
death? But is this true’ in fact?
I believe noty and I think it would
be Qifficult fOr this gentlemen to
shew; whky that man is not to be
trusted, who does not believe and
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‘acknowledge Jesus Christ, because
he conscientiously deems himself
in want of sufficient evidence;
but who, notwithstanding, is im.
moveably convinced of the su-
perintendence . of an cmnipotent
and all-wise Creator, . who has
everlastingly ordained, that virtue
shall never fail to meet its appro-
priate reward — happiness; and
that vice and disregard of principle
shall as invariably be followed by
misery.

I know the estimable aythor of
the imputation I have complained
of, I know him to be incapable
of making such injurious 1eflec.
tions on any of his Chrtstzan breth-
eren, to whatever sect they may
belong. But is this sufficient? 1
would entreat of him. Has his
Christian charity, his liberality no
wider a range : or does he really
conceive that the most absurd dog-
matist of the Christian denomina-
tion, is more entitled to his affec-
tion and forbearance, than the
man whose principles may be such
as I have described ?.1I am satisfied
that it is unnecessary to point out
the serious cpn’:equences 'of such
imputations, ‘were they implicitly
received, and acted upon. Nor
would any one be more averse, I
hope, than the author of them,
to the deliberate proscription of
men from the confidence of their
fellows, merely Because they dif-
fered in an affair of moment, on
which they" had not learned to
agree.

It requires, 1 conceive, No very
extensive knowledge of mankind to
convince any one, that, what.-
ever superiority Christianity may
possessin other respects, it 1s ih no
wise peculiar to its votaries to resist
tcmptauon, or to’ encounter mar.
tyrdom, in the mainténance of its

-~
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principles. Every vice, and every
absurdity have had their zealdus
devotees, who have met death ra-
ther than abandon them. The
honest and conscientious disciple
of moral rectitude, may be as in-
corruptible as other men, and is
faithful and true so long as he
adheres to his principles, 'Thowever
inferior those principles may be
deemed. No more can be justly
sald i favour of the\Chnbuan.
Both are men subject to weaka.
nesses and passions, and it is not
the adoption of this principle, or
of that, that will secure us against
the danger of falling.

Had the reflections, on which I
have taken the liberty thus to ani.
madvert, been confined strictly to
a dlsplay of the superiority of
CHRISTIANITY over every other
system of religion or morality, it -
would have been worthy and be.
coming of the minister; but when
a distrust of MEN was inculcated,
because they were impressed with
other principles, he certainly in.
curred the reproof of the Apostle
Paul :—¢¢ WHO ART THOU THAT
JUDGEST ANOTHER MAN’S SER.
VANT ; TO HIS OWN MASTER HE

STANDETH OR FALLETH.”
T, S.*

Early 'English Antipadobaptists.

. SI1R, Feb. 28, 1812.
The followi ng paper I copy from
a volume in 18mo. entitled Mer-
curius  Rusticus, eor the Coun-:
tries Complaint of the barbarous
Outragescommsitted bythe Sectaries
of this late ﬂourisiu'ng Kingdome.

i

!

% Qur Correspondent has favoured us
with his name at length, and the place
of his residence, which we suppress,
from their not being neccessary to the.
clugidation of his argument; Kn.
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Printed in the yeere 1646." This
was a weekly paper, publzshed by
the royalists. It contains horrible
details, though large allowance

Early Englisk Antapzdobaptz:ts.

Brownists and Anabaptists, that
a third part of the people refuse
to eommunicate in the church-
liturgie, and halfe refuse to re-

must be made for a virulence of ceive the blessed sacrament, un-

party spirit, apparentin every page. less

receive 1t 1in

they. ‘may

Having narrated the sufferings of what posturc they please to take

some I‘O)dl'StS in other parts of
Essex, the journalist proceeds with
an account of the demolition of a
window of painted glass, in the

church of Chdmsford by the Sec-.

taries of that town, who, though
the churchwardens toaoke . downe
the pictures of the blessed Virgin,
and of Christ on-the crosse, and
supplied the places with white
glasse, yet did rest very il satis-
fyed with this partiall imperfect
Reformation. P. 23. The storyof
this oatrage is prefaced in the fol-
lowing manner :—

4 Chelmesford is the Shire-towne,
a,nd hath in it twe thousand com.
municants. . All these are parish-
ionérs of one and the same church,
far there is but one church in this
great towne, whereof at this time
Doctor Mzchglson. is parson, an
able and godly man. Before this
Parliament. was called, of this
numerous congregation there was
not one to be named, man or wo-
man, that boggled at the Com.

mon-Prayers, or refused " to re-
receive the sacrament eeling,
the, posture to whxch the hurch of

Eng.aud (walking in the footsteps
of venerable Anthmgy) )?th )i
Act of Parliament injoyned al
those which. account it their hap-
- piness to be called ber chll&ren.

it. They have amongst them
two sorts of Anabaptists. The
one they call the old men or 4s-
persz, because they were but
sprinkled. The other the new
men or the Immersz, because they
were overwhelmed in . their re-
baptization.” P. 22.. '

The former part of this quota-
tion, shews the rapid progress of
the anti-episcopalian party,. dur-
ing six years, after the meeting of
the Long-Parliament at the end
of 1640. PBut my principal design
in sending you the extract, wasto
enquire of your readers, acquamted
with the history of the Anii-
Pa:dobaptists, whether there were
really, any description of them in
those times, who practised sprink-
ling in opposition to immersion.
I have read, though I cannot re-
collect wbere, of- a scheme attri-
buted to Dr. Watts, that the P=-
dobaptists should give up their
unconscrous subject and the Anti.
pzdobaplists sacrifice their mode,
certainly a most unequal barter.
If Dr. Watts proposed such a com-
promise, it is evident that he had
found very little, if any, scriptural
au,&hon,t for mfant baptism. 1
have heard, though I know not
how to credlt the story, that there
are Protestant dissenting ministers,

But.singe this magmﬁed Reforma. whq have arrived at that,conclu.-
tion was set on foot, this towne (as ¢(gion, -and yet practise infant.
indeed most cérporations, gg we sprinkling. How such ritesmuakers,
finde by experience, are nurse- . Af .ysunh there be, can answer fto
ries .of faction and rebclhon,) is so- their | m@dfactmn, the quesuon,
filled with sectaries, especially ‘¢ whatmean you by this service?”
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or, .** who hath required this at
~your hands ”” ]l am ata loss to

discover -
BEREUS.

s .

Questions to Mr. Wright, on
Church Discipline.
Sig, |
I observe in the extracts from
Mr. Wright’s journal of his tour
in Scotland (p: 52) that in the
Unitarian church at -Glasgow,
*¢ the Lord’s table was declared
free:? again, in the afternoon,
¢ the declaration of the freedom
of the Lord’s table was publicly
made,” and ,*¢ about 150 united
in observing it.>> Mr. W. de-
scribes this as ““a great triumph
of Christian liberality over bigot-
ry, and narrow plans of disci.
pline.”’
- Now 1 am not sure that I
quite understand thisaccount; but
I suppose it fneans, that every per-
son who happens to be present
when the Unitarians ia Glasgow
are going to eat the Lord’s supper,

is at liberty, if he chuses, to join

with them; without any questions
being asked, about what he be-
lieves, or what are his motives for
so doing. If this be the case, I
must say, that I do not consider
such an arrangement as any tri=
umph of Christianity. I should
wish to ask Mr. W. a few plain
questions, which, if he would an.
swer through the medium of your
Repository, he may perhaps. pro-
duce some enlargement of my hi.
therto narrow ideas on this. sub-
Ject. Were there not some per-
sons fermerly called brethren,

with whom, the apostle Paul would

not allow-the churches he planted

to edt?. Does not the general

straip of the New Testament re-
Cw T Tom oy ECE

k>

x

<
!

.YOL. VI

_153

present Christian churchés some-
thing in the light.of families, where
mutual understanding and good
will, and constant reciprocal du-
ties, are maintained? Were not
all who believed the apostle’s doc-
trine in primitive times baptised,
and then added to the society of
‘those who had believed before
them? Have we any evidence
that any persons but those who
were thus initiated, were invited
or permitted. to join the first
churches in any of the ordinances?
What reasons will the Unitarian
church at Glasgow allege, for de.
viating from the plans pursued by
the apostles and primitive Chrisa
‘tians in regard to communion ?

I highly esteem Mr. W. for
much that hca has written, and forx
his zealous labours as a missiona-
ry: but I am afraid he is not
aware, that even our party may
have a cant about liberality and
bigotry, which is much calculated
to keep us from a serious dnd can-
did examination of the question—
did Jesus or his apostles, lay down
a plan for the conduct of Christi-
ans in society as brethren, or did
they not? I am, Sir,
| Yours, &c.
AN UNITARIAN.

P. S. 1 take this opportunity of
saying, that consistency requires
of Unitarians, now they are ex-
cited to a becoming zeal for the
propagation of apostolic doctrine,
that they should candidly examine
the important questions proposed
in your last number l;y your cor-
respondent P. dated from Mazd-
stone. Let me request the atten.
tion of Mr. Wright, and his coad-
jutors to this subject. .

5
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SR, Feb. 1, 1812,
As you have lately . presentod to
your readers, ¢ Extracts from
New Publications,” will you ac-
cept, occasionally, from a rambler
agnong old huoks, some account of
his dhcmenes? ‘The contrast
may be not unamusing, and by
the liceace allowed in your mis-
cellaneous department | shall pass,
without scruple,
From grave to gay, from 'sportivc to
severe.
The articles in these papera shall

be strictly confincd to works w hich
preceded the Ar a of Reviews, and
of thuse to such only as I have an
opportunity of consulting for my-
self. I begin with, that work of_ge-
nerally acknowledged merit,

“Re/ uie Wottoniane or a Collec-

Ttion of Lives, Letters,. Poems ; with -

Characters of Sundry Pcrsonages,
and other incomparable pieces of
language ahd art.. By the.curious
pencil of the ever-memorable Sir
Henry Woiton, Kant. late Provost
of Eaton College. 4th ed. '1685.”

- Sir ' H. Wotton is to be consider-
ed rather as a siatesman and an ac-
complished. scholar than a divine,

though in his latter years he took-

deacoh’s orders, to comply with
the statutes on becoming Provost
of Eton Colle 2, where he had for
an associate ¢ the ever-memora-
ble John Hales,”” whom he ¢¢ used
to call sz!zot)zeca Ambulans,”’
‘Wotton, like his friend and re-
latjon, Lord Bacown, ventured to’
explore the, recesses of scholastic
tbeolq The great philosopher,
.25 you
535,) had’ a taste, for Trmztarmn
Paradrixés. Wotton has ¢ a me.
ditation ﬂ‘Pon Chustmas day : of
the birth ‘and pllgpma\ge of our
Saviour Christ, <an earth,” to
whom the whole is a direct addtess.

.thy b:easr

nve she\m (M. Repos. .. O

. And $aid. by

The Book-Waorm. No. I.

Speaking of our Lord?s birth, of
M»any, he adds ** ofall women the
most blessed ; and yet more ‘bless.
cd by being thy daughter and thy
servant than thy mother.”” (p. 270.)
In the same address, ‘he thus de-
scribes the* evidence on which he
received the Deity of Chirist.

¢¢ How shouyld we have 'known,
how should we have apprehe'nded
thy eternal generation,,’ if* thou
hadst not becn pleased -to vouch-
safe a silly jz“s]zefrman to lean on
aud to inspire fiim to
tell us from his boat that ins the
beginning was the word, ‘and the
word was with God, and tﬁg ward

was God.”
Wotton has the merit, wbat-
ever it be, of e\hlbntmg that idea

which Watts afterwards ‘expand-
ed so poctically into a throng of
God burning with vengeance, only’
to be appeased by the rich drops
of the blood of Jesus. T find the
thought in a hymn which he com.
municated to his friend and bio-
grapher Isaac Walton. Being a
short and no unfair specimen of
the transitions which abound in

orthodox poetry, it is here quoted
from p. 362.

A Hymn to my God in a night of
~ my late sickness.
Oh thou great Power; in whom |
move,
For whom I live, to whom I die, -
Behold me through thy beams of leve
Whilst on this couch of tears I lie;

And cleanse my sordid soul within
By thy Christ’s blood, the Bath of Sin.

No hallow'd oyls, no grajns I need,

No rags of Saints, no puiging fire ;

One rosie drop from David's seed

W as world.s qf‘ seas tq quench thina ire.
O ‘preciqus ransom ! which once. paid,

“FHat cﬁmummamm e:t ‘was said®

&m that said no more

But sexl’d it with his dying bregth. :
thon, thathast. 'diopong'd séoreé,

An dying' wast the death of Death,,

Be to me now, on Thee I call,

My life, my strength, my joy, my all.
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T this hymn, the worsh:p of the searchingit: backwards, because in-
Father: qf ercies, the God and deed the first times were the young-
Father.of " our Lord Jesus Christ est, especially in points of na,tural
is presently discarded for the wor- discoveryaud experience > p. 290.
ship of another Being’ who could He adds, ¢ 1 owe your lord”f’hxp
quench the ire of the former ‘and even by promise (which you' are
disponge the sinner’s score, and pleascd to - remember, thereby
thus acquired the- first claim to. doublybinding me,) the commerce
~ his grateful adoratlon I may be ofphnlosophxcdlexper.ment\,\\ hich
gravely ‘told by some soi-disant surely of all others is the most ine
evangelical Christian that the wor- genuous traffic. Ther fore, for a
ship of the. Gadid-Man, of the As. beginning, let me- tell your: lord-
sembly’s Catechism; does not pre- ship of'a pretty thing which T'saw
clude the -worship of the Onre God, coming down the Danube, though
codn-the- Fathér, of the New Tes- “more remarkable for the applica-
taments let the scriptures direct- tion than for the theory. [ lay
me t6° one being alonc on whum’ a night at Lintz, the ~megropolis
to depend*as my lje, my' strengtiz of the higher Austria.—There I
my_]oy, niy all. found K'epler, a man famousin the

I will now invlte your readers, scicnces, as your lordship knows,
M¢. Editér, to qmt the rough 'and’ to whom'I purpose to'conve from
thornyroadof polemlctheo.ogyand hrence oné’'of yBur béoks. —1In this!

te accompany this author, who was man’s stady, I was: much taken’

no partial scholar, into oiie'of the with-the dréug‘htvf a landsklp on
paths of 'science ‘and even to wan- a picce’of paper,’ methought mas-
der iinto a Hehghtful reglon of " terly doné. Wﬁcreof i'nquirmtr{
taste. = ~ the authofy, he" béwrayed with 2
Sir ‘H. Wotton has probab]y smile, it-was himself; addmdr he!
given thE first” descnptxon in‘our hed done it non’t‘anquam pic dr,,
language ‘of that entertaining; and sed tanquam mai‘b’émat‘zcus. his*
now comdiorf‘ ‘dpparatus, the Ca- sct me on fire,

found this circumstance mntionéd tent (of whal stu’ﬂ’ x:n?ot much’i im-
in any dictionary of scieace. The ,pmrmg) which'iHe ¢an’ suadengy
inventionis ascribed to B’dptzsﬁz‘ set up. where he - wm, ina fiél
Porta, who died in"1519," but ‘and it’is convertiblé” (lnke a bxnd~
whoseMag ia Naturalis, where it 'nfill) ‘to all quarters at pleasure, .
18 descnbéd was « not publishétf capable of not mucf) ‘hhore than
till ‘abeut 1590. Wotton is": vrit. one man, ‘as I c}mceive, anq p -
ing to Lord Bacon,. probabfy frohi ‘haps at ‘no gt‘eat eaae, exactly
Vemce, whére he irms emHassaddr close add dark)'save at one ﬁole
The letter'Bas nd date’ btit is’ ¥ ‘abbiit 4n inch’ "and b, “hENf in the‘
auswer to oné from the C;haﬁéel‘lbi*‘ ‘deter, to which l?e ap(ﬂi 5 é
dated Oct. 20; 1620, whicl’ wp-’ long ers?ectr‘ve truhk, wnha'to

%

pears to have'dccor¥panied a pret’ vex']
sent of -his Nigvum 'OVgapum’t - Of and ﬁe cOﬁdd'}?S“faken out at thé

that work ‘Wotton sayzs;, "‘”l "haﬁzé other ‘&nd,’ Cwhidh® extendeth to

learned ‘thus' much by jt already, about the‘imdiﬂe ‘of this’ e:‘ected"

that ‘we are ‘extremely mistaken’ tent, throigls which the visible ral’
in the computation of antiquity, by diations of all the objects without,

f "UA't ‘Tast he told’
mera Obs(,urd, though T'have not me how. hath & Iittle biack |

fitied*+5" the" sald hale,

b
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are intromitted,  falling upon a

paper. which is accomodated to
receive them, and so he traeeth

The Book.Worm. No. 1.

vation of both the essayist and his
critic. It is in the ‘“ Elements of
Architecture,” where speaking of

them with hlq pen in their natural < Ornaements without, as gardens,
appeardnco, turnmg his lLittle tent fountams, groves, conservatories

round by degrees, till he hath de-
sighed the whole aspect of the
field.
your lordship, because I think there
might be good use made of it for
chorography : for otherwise
make landskips by them were illi-
beral; though surely no painter
can do them so precisely.” . (p.
300.)

.The other passage to which I
referred is quite as distant from
the road of theclogy as that just
quoted, unless as it may be con-
nected . with the poeuc theology
of Paradise Lost., Iiord Orford,
in an essay. * on modern garden-
ing,” (Works. ii. 527) celebrates
¢ one man, one.great man, on
whem nor education nor. custom
could impose their prejudices.
Who seems ‘with the prophetic eye
of taste to have conceived, to have
foreseen,. modern . oardenmg, as
Lord Bacon anncunced the dis-
coveries since made by experimen-
tal philosophy.”” Lord O. pro-
ceeds -to quote, -as instances, the
well.known descnpnons, in Mil-

ton’s fourth bogk, of the garden

of Eden and the bounds of Para-
dise. Dr. Aikin, in his ¢ Letters
from a Father to his Son,” 'has a
criticism (v. ii. 1. 6) on this pas-
sage of Lord Orford’s essay, dis-
puting Mx}tons claim to or:gfha];-
ty, by quoting Claadian, and Ifaix-
an poems which preceded Para-
dise Lost." 1 am suprised that
the following passage, written pro-
bably before Milton Was born, pub-
fished in 1624, and scarely unseen

This 1 have described to

to.

“than thé receipt

‘cote
‘Well

of rare beasts, birds and fishes,”’
Sir H. W. thus proceeds
¢< T must note a certain contra-

'nety between buzlding and garden-

sng.  For as fabricks should be
rcgula), so gardens should 'be 2r-
regular, or at least cast 1nto a
very wild regularity. To exeln.
pliie my conceit, I have seen a
garden, for the manner perchance
mcomparable, into which the first
access was a high walk like a
terrace, from whence might be
taken a general view of the whole

plot below, but rather in a de«
hghtful ¢onfusion, than with any
plain, distinction of the pieces.
From this the beholder descending
many steps, was afterwards cone
veyed again by several mountmgs
and valings, 10 various eptertain.
ments of his scent and sight :
which 1 shall not need to descnbe,
fo;‘ that were poetlcal Let me
only note this that every one of
these ‘diversities was as if he had
been magically transported into
a new garden.”? g 64.

Nothing can shew the superior-
ity of taste in Sir H. 'Wotton,or be
a fairer illustration by contrast,
to make a squgre

given by his ﬁ’iend and
orary, Lord Bacon, m his
own Essays. No. 46.

‘And now, Mr. Editor, lest
yon should judge ;he pics in this
pﬁper to be rather glarin ‘Iyﬁun-
conuected, let me remmdg you of
two examples ‘whiell tiay excuse

garﬂen

‘me. Dr. Youagwrote ht Lo Ls;say

‘oh Original Composition,” to ‘in-

by the poet, before the formation of tmduce the death.bed of Addlson,
his poemn, has escaped the vbser- .and Bishop Berkeley defended the
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“Trinity against the Arians in his
Siris, or a Treatise on Tar Water.
The latter occasioned an epigram,
the words of which I forget, but
itturned on this conceit, that those
“heretics should be enjoined to take
large potations of that salutary, if
not pleasant, beverage

Being fond, in search of mental
provender of m'fkmcr my way
through old books, 1 beg leave to
name my paper the Book-W orm,

and am,, , Ynms |
| VERMICULUS

“>

Calvm in England.
'Sit, May 7, 1811.

In our 5th vol. p. 170, you
have’ ‘brought Lelius Socinus into
England. I was suprised to find .
by a passage in one of Bayle’s
notes, that Calvin had also vxsxted
this counfr y.' 'The passage uccurs
in the life of Louis De Dicu. Of
his grandfather, of the same pame, .
a domestic of Charles 5gh and a .
sécret’ ‘favourei of the. Reformau-
on, the followu%g account 1s given. ,

e 11 paésoxt en Angleterrg avec

d* autres Jeunds gens: Calvin fai-
soxt lé h’djbé sur le meme b@tlmq;t
et ré resenta a"cette &]elgqgesse qu’il
ne fuloit pas juier en’ jouant aux .
cartes.’ 11} ny ikut quge  bouis de
Uleu qm a uleggﬂt, & ceue, £en-

nrre *tous les autresg en moque-
rent. Céla fit qu . vu; ¢ tsqn-
vant ‘d g (,”surj%& Vadssgap., lui
patin de D{}gu,, et‘{l m; g;qtad e
tellé’ﬁbf'fe _,Que, ¢ '{e om,mc
écrivit” 2 s pa,ﬂeps g;u;: r1¢ pe le
sei)at*éi'dl?‘gmgls }fg; Jgan
g%’?%: ,fbay}?q & 1740, 4,288, _
H"éw m b}g’;'t(q “”fq,nd‘
soire i ; Calxip,
takidyhis s.ﬁme Vo
sel, ex 6&\1 :‘"5 A f;
party for *Wf ri% axum

J‘M‘ ¥yi
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at cards. Only Louis de Dieu sub-
mitted to his reproof ‘The rest
derided him. Calvin, finding De
Dieu alone, was inclined to talk
with him on religion, and so gona
verted him, that the young man
wrote to his relations, that nothing
should ever separate Lhim from the
faith of John Calvin.

Ba)le quotes . this as a fact ex-~
traordinary and unknown te all
those who had written the life of
Calvin, ro one having remarked
that he had made a voyage to
England. The authority which
Bayle. gives is. Leydecker,' pro-
fessor of divinity at Utrecht in his
Latin preface to  the theotogical
aphorisms of Louis de- Dieu, who
died at Leyden in 1642. Le -
decker appears to . bave taken thc
_account from a funeral sermon for
Louis de Dieu (the elder) preach.
ed in Dutch, by Abraham Heidan.
It must have been when Calvin
was a young'man, probably before
‘his first settlement at Geneva ‘in
1536, and towards the latter part
of Henry the Eighth’s rc¢ ign, that
he visited England. - It is sur-

prising that this-fact-should have
escaped Burnett in his researches
for the history of the Reforination.
If-gnown to him, he could scarcely
ha\w Ommed the c:rcumsmaﬁnees.
;.i. e iT '."'- JiO.
s T oat b se——— L
Ep;gramnand‘ Epitaph b’c/ Samuel
, '%‘E .r“ 3. Wquy..» begv o
§m., ‘b, v@ct. 9,3 i) T S

Bﬂ@dwg thed $4 Epista wmeg
P de:l‘e,a \V‘(RM 54'2"1) it mwrmd
to methat the hintisf thedast line
mtggh;,hqotgkem from theMollowing
admirsd, »epighamy ! written
Qx(ﬁé}mwluwieakymmmmnbd in

nYVy iijn Pe 87 ) tom oCcubinm of
\l ﬂsm.msmvmm homge estcted
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ty years after the poet’s death, in the savage state; who suffer am
extreme penury, if not in absolute almost entire privation of évery.

want. (See Biog. Brit, 2d ed. iii.

91.7) .

‘While .Butler, necedy wrctch was yet
alive

No gencr;ous patron would a dinner give:

Sec him, when starv’d to death, and
- tuined to dust,

Presented with a monumental Bust.

'The_ Poet’s fate is here, in emblem,

) shown
He’ ask’d ‘for brcad and he, recelv.’d a

v stone.

I am_  tempted to add
memory, an Epitaph.on an I nfant,
b/y Samuél Wesley, in which the
poet . appears to have prevailed
over the priesi, and done violence

to the article. of his church, of rest,

orzgmal or bzrt/q (SR,

Beneath, a slcepmg infant hcs,

To, earth whose.ashes.lent -~
Mmqg orious shall, hereafes, nm,

THoéugh not more innocent.,

thn the archangel’s ‘trump sYlall
- blow, -

Agd souls and bodies join,

Whalt crowds shall wish their lives be-.

ow \
‘Had been as short as thine.

SELECTO R.

Parw/z Przests of Icéland.
Sin, ' Marck 3, 1812.

I have. lalely;perused with .great .

pleasure:ithe ¢ Travelsin Iceland,”
performed during the summer of
183104 by \S)l' Q\. Mackenzie, and
his companions, and.. coadjutors,
Dr. Helland .and Mr. Bright.

With the disextations of the fornier
e history and litera--

of these on
turg, of . the.inatives,. and on their

pnasannsta.t@m respect.otihterature
and religiony: I?we been particu.
lagly,, intereste They: . exhibit
the sing
pls,. “ wl;ose habitations bespeak
a _condition:. littlé.. zemoved : from

ular phenomenon-of a peo-

comfort or refinement of life ; and

who, amid the storms of the sur-
rounding sea, seek, in their little
boats, the provision on which alone.
their families can scarcely depend :

among whom however, the traveller
often finds an intimate knowledge
of the classical writings of antiquity,

'~ a taste formed : uponh the purest

models of Greece and:Rome, and

- a suseeptibility to all the beauties
from.

which thosemodels disclose. While
traversing the country, he is often
attended by guides, who can com.
municate with him in Latin ; and,

arriving at his place of nigbﬂy'

he not unfrequently draws,
fertb
little smxtby a man who addresses
him in‘that langua,e with fuency.
and elegance.”—

Among’
eral diffusion of hterature, (next

from the labours of 51:;

the causes of this gen- ‘_

to the great name of théir ancesa

tors) Dr. H. assigns ¢ the Jong‘

> period ‘of ldisure they enjoy, dur-

ing the protracled winter of thexrg?

northern® région. > This lelsum,

. those who have- vaulred in tﬁe}t‘;

youth thé habits of 1iterary puréqlt

will naturally devote to a contia

nuance 1n occupations so well
adapted to relieve thé weariness of
the piissibg time.’—¢¢ Among the
class of ‘priests, ‘another motive is,
the Hesiré ‘of ma,ag\taimng an influ.’
ence,- wh ch) canniot be denved
from -‘any ' différence of externql,
cnrcumshﬁnceéi Thé' Pastor mpgt,
undergo'* the "  sgIe labours a

‘hardships: as' the meanest ofl

'which it is so péc‘eqsary e s”hotﬂd
retain. ‘It forms, too, ap impors
tant part of his duty to superin.

>

Mflock ; and, hut for ghe s lqritsx |
.of his mtellectual ixtt ni % ts hg .
‘would ldse the sltemon n égﬂyz
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tend the business of domestic edu-
cation, Tn ‘the Tamilies placed
under his pastoral cure. This
dffice is founded upon a sense of
the necebsity for such a superin-
tendance, in a country where the
meahs of education are so greatly
limited by the poverty of the peo-
ple, and the dispersion of their
numters.”” — An interesting in.
stance of the attention with which
this duty is exercised.in Jccland,
is given by Sir G. M. in the jour-
nal, p. 143, in the case of Mr.
Hialtalin, pastor of the parish of
Saurbar, adjoining to one of the
Fiords, or Friths, near the west-
ern extremity of theisland; and I
wish to solicit for the whole ac-
count a place in your useful mis-
céllany, not only that your pages
may have the honour of recording
the name and merits of a most ex-
emplary character, but that | may
have the opportunity of exhibiting
to your readers a specimen of a
more complete register of a minis-
ter’s congregation, than I had an
1dea. ofy, when I wrote' the Letter
to a. young Minister, Wwhich you
inddlged tith a place in your last
volume, p. 472. 4

‘¢ At a short distance from the
shore of Hval Fiord: (Whale Frith)
1s the residence of the parish priest
of Saurbar, Mr. Hialtalin. He has
been settled at this place twenty.
four years, with a stipend- of
thirty dollars, and as much:iand
as maintains a small stetk of cows
and sheep. ..Upon this :skender
proyision he has contrived.to sup-
port a very numerous family. His
habitation, entirely resembles - the
common farm<houses of Iceland,

except that it is somewhat cledney lenf e

and more: comfortable in'the intes

|

, . T
| o e cor v ]
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rior. The sitting.room, which is

small and ill-lighted, is furnished

with a stove, an article not coma
fhon in the houses of the Iceland.
ers, and possesses ' a considerable

‘collection of books.—1In the course

of the evening, we had much ¢on.
versation with our worthy host,
who spoke Latin exceedingly well,
We obtained from him, some in-
teresting particulars relative to his
parish, and had much reason to
admire his paternal care of the
flock committed to his charge. In
a population, varying, in different
years, from two hundred to two
hundred and ten, there are fifteen
married couples. The average
annual number of births is seven,
and of deaths, six or seven ; of
marriages, below one. The ex-
tent of the parish is sixteen miles
in length and ten in breadth, so
that the population does not ex-
ceed 1 £ to a square mile.

‘“ We were gratified Wwith a
sight of Mr. Hialtalin’s "parish
register ; a very interesting book,
in which, for his own satisfaction,
he makes an annual record of thé
statec of each family within the
district of which he has the pas-
toral charge. He permitted us to
eopy part of this ‘book ; and the
following is'a translatiéon made by
his asséistance, of the first page of
the register' for 1805.”> (I have
only éapied one example.) ¢ This
example of the attention and pious
care with ‘which the dities of a
country' priedt ate pérformed, in
so remote & 'cornér of the Chris-
tian world; may e%cité'a blush in
many of his brethren of thore for-
tunate countifes ‘dnd inore opu-

stablishiiénts. "

et

. G



The bt;oks in this house are, The Old Psalm Book and the New ; Vidalin’s Ser-

mons; Vidalin’s Doctrines of Religion 3

Meditations, translated into Icelandic ; Bible Extracts; Bastholm’s Religious Dac-
trine ; a Prayer Book; and a New Testament belonging to the Church.
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o~ .& | bi e
Habilas (518 'g% Cond Abilities.
tion. Names of Persons. Situation. [Agé i Qs s‘ | uct. !
Thﬁ-ﬂl Jorundr Girlasson Elder or |41 |Yes|YesYes|Well disposcd|Moderate
Constable and clean
Margaret Thersten- |His Wife 52 |do.|do. |do. {Good charac- |Piously
dottir | ter: disposed
Gudrun Eiriksdottir [Daughter|1g |do./do.{do.|A hopeful {Well-in-
by a for- girl formed
mer hus-
4 band Has neg-
Gudrun Grimson  |[Servant g5 ldo.|do. |do. |A faithful la- gf;;i:(}“
" L -
; man bourer ment and
is therefore |
admonished
ThorsdysSzmnsdottir|Maid ser-'42 [do.|do. |do. [Neat and Well-in-
{ vant | faithful formed
Jarfruder Stefansdottir(Her child| .3 —
| { - {Finished
e . 1 Femal g | =]~ | = [Tractable |her Cate-
Hristin Jonsdottir ore;l::: " Tehild chism: to
be con-
firmed
Waldi Sterinderson |Maleor- | 6 Tractable and|Learning
phan obedient [the Cate-
chism.
‘ r

Fast Sermens ; Seven Sermons ; Sturm’s

¢¢ This table is extremely inter-
esting in many points of view. Be.
sides shewing the great attention
of Mr. Hialtalin to the duties of
his office, it cxhibits also, in
some degree, the chaiacter of
the people, the impertance they
attach to moral dispositions, and
the attentien which is paid to edu-
cation, even among the lower
classes. p. 144. | :
¢ By this superintendence of
the priests (for the instance of Mr.
H.is by no means singular,) and the
long: established habits of the peo.
ple, a regular system of domestic

R AR I ey

education is maintained. With
the exception of these who inhabit
the coast, in the vicinity of the
great fishing stations, 1t is a rare
thing to meet with an lcelander
who is unable to read and write;
and who does not possess consider-
able intelligence on all subjects to
which his situation allows him ac-
cess. . The instruction of his chil.
dren forms one of his stated ac-
cupations ; and, while the little
earthen hut which he inhabits is
almost buried by the snows of
winter, and darkness and desola-
tion are spread universally around,
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the light of an oil-lamp illumines
the page, from which héieads to
his, family. the .lessonsof sknow-
ledge, religion and virtue.~—The
books in the posséssion "of “"the
lower classes are chiefly of a reli-
gious nature, a great number of
these works having been printed
in Iceland during the last two or
three centuries, and very general.
ly Tirculated through the country.
In many parishes there is a small
collection of books belonging to
the clvurch, from which, under the
supérintendance of the priest, each
family in the district may* derive

some little addition to its means of

instruction and improvement.”

- By. giving. these* extracts g
place in your valuable miscellany,
I persuade myself, you will grati~
fy you?’gnumeréus readers; you
will at least oblige your friend and
constant reader, V. F.

. P.8. I have just seen the Ex-
fracts on the Present State of Re<
ligionin Iceland which you have in-
serted in your No, just published,
p-73.—But those, you Will readj-
ly perceive, though highly interest.
ing, will mot interfere with that
which i1s now transmitted : but will
rather be confirmed and illustrat.

od by it.

o ot

- dAn Epitaph. N
Sir, = Feb. 9, 18120
Among some old MSS. I have
found, on a scrap of very dingy
_papery ‘and in. an anfique ‘hhnd,
the following stanzas, which &p<
pear to have been dé&igned’ as an
epitaph, in no panegyrical strain.
Here liv’d and died a gseless thing, =~
The'dry rgmains of stypid life, -
‘A droné to country, church and king,--
Withoutall judgment, wit, or wife. ..
A slave to forms from 'morn to bed,
Gmwn"-‘rjch:\md‘)‘ -proud, " with: college
pelf. -
VOL. VII,
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A’monk, scarceworth his beer and bread,

-And good for nothing, but himself.

With parts extinct presum’d to read,
Improv’d his head-piece not a jot,
Quite Orthodox in famous Creed,
Poring to knew, he knew not what. =
Soured by age, by sloth made dull,
Rusty in temper, ‘as 1in gown,

With pride, and narrow nations full,

A peevish, stiff, pedantic clown.

If these lines have been in print,
perhaps one of your readers can
oblige me with the name of their
author or a reference to the puba

lication. QUAERENS.

A Collection of Facts re/&tz’ng to
Crimynal Law.
" [Continued from p. 87.}

¢ It is-a kind of quackery in govern-
ment, and argues a want of solid skill,
to apply the same universal remedy, the
wltimum supplicitum, to every case of dif-
ficulty. 1t is, it must be owned, much
easter to extirpate than to amend man-
kind : yet that magistrate .maust .be es="
teemed both a wedk and acruel surgeon,
who cuts eff every limb, which through
ignorance or imdolence he will not at-
tempt to cure.” ’

Blackstone, Comm. B.iv. ch. x,

« The raling princiiile of government

in thfs\kiggdom is allowed:to be liberty s -

but our criminal laws seem rather calcu=
lated.to keep slaves inawe than to govern.
free men. They seem to contradict all
notions of justice, and copfound all dis«
tinctions of morality. By the ignomi-
ny they impose in many cases they bend
the mind to the lowest state of servitude:
by the rigour' they indiscriminately in-

" flict they ad(')i)t the principles of despe-

tism and make fear the motive of obe-
dience.”” - ‘ ' -
Dagge’s €onstd. Crim. Law, 1. ch. vii.

. % Jf a-reflecting and- beneveolent fo-
rcigner were to examine our Statute
Book} where death is gommissioned ¢ to
keep the fatal kéy’ of se. many cellg, and

© ¢ to shake a dreadful dart?* in so.many

directions, his soulwould be wrung with

- anguiish: andy unless he were'told that

common Scmsg¢ Wages a..perpetual war
with positive inslitutiopns, and that the
. . . Y .- A {,

« Milton.*
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malefactors annually executed fall very

short of the nun.ber annually condemn-

ed, he would suspect that every accuser
is a Ly urgus,* every ;udge, a Cassius,
and every legislator, a Draco.”

Philopat. Varvzcen. Char. C. J. Fox, 1.

333.

Proposition V1.

The Punishment of Death, con.
sitdered as the affair of a mo-
ment, 18 nut so poue;:/ul are-
straint from crzmes, as other
punishments of a visibly longer
duration.
¢ A recent instance of this de.

plorable state of mind has fallen

within my notice. © A youth of 22

had deserted more than once—he

betook himself to roebbery. He
anticipated death as the probable
punishment of his thievery or his
desertion. . He neither cared, nor
professed to care at what time or
in what mauner it might overtake

hlm. He dtspcur(‘dr He plun-
dered. He defied the wrath of
man.  He frowned at the miention
of God. ¢ He laughed at a vio-

lent death as the aflair of a mo-
ment.’f ~ And without shewing
the smallest sign of shawe, or
compunction, er terror, he under-
welit the sentence of the law,”
Philopat. Varvicen. ii. 394.
Proposition VII. /
If the other lawful ends of punish.

ment may be answered along
with the Reformation of the
Criminal, then that mode of

punisimnent ought to be adopted
by which the criminal will be
re ormcd this mode embraces
the greatest sum of ultzmale
good ; and experignce, &ass ewn
at to be practicable.
“ The comparative tables, drawn
up sipce the last aﬁterauons made

*Th

Athenian Orater.
Roeman Pr:tor.

1 qucarm, cap. XX viii,

A Collection of Facts relating to Criminal Lazv.

in the penal code [at Phxlado]phu},

prove that crimes have diminished

nearly half in number and that
very few criminals have been con-
demned for a relapse.

¢¢ A criminal of the most har-
dened nature, who had infested
the environs of Philadelphia seve-
ral years before the change in the
penal code took place, being dis-
missed, thus addressed one of the
inspectors: ¢ [ thank you for the
care you have taken of me ever
since I have been here, and for
having enabled me to fulfil a duty

I owe to suciety. You knew what

my conduct has been, and whe-

ther it bas atoned for my past ofe
fences : but I am now at liberty,
and consequently all I could say,
would be of little service to me.

Pursue your plans and you will

neither have thieves nor pick-

pockets: with respect to myself,
be assured you will never see me
here again.> The man kept his
word.> | . |

Dr. Louis Valentine’s Repors
to the Academy of Marseilles, and

Mr. Turnbull ; quoted in the Phi.

lanthropist. No. 4, p. 350.

Proposition V1IIEL.

‘““ When wery severe punishments
are denounced against numerous
offences, they cannot be in all
cases inflicted without cruelty ;
and yet if they may be remitied
in sume cases, it is necessary that
much should bc left to the Dis-
cretion of the Judges, which

- will be wvariously exercised ip

szmzlm cases, thus having ¢he

appearance of caprice, of par-

tiality, and of injustice.

¢. An unfortunate woman was
tried. for stealing above the value
of five shillings, I was, gresgm at
the tnal. F oM, MAR) ancqm-
stances it was ohvxgm at it wes
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a first offence, -and every person

in court wished her acquittal,
The jury watched the te:stimony
very narrowly, to see if any thing
could be laid hold ofin her favour.
Lord Kenyon told the jury, that
they were not to take any of the
alleviating circumstances into con-
sideration in their verdict, what-
ever palliation they might. be;
and the woman was found guilty.
Lord Kenyon proceeded to pass
the sentence of the law. When
the woman heard the sentence of
death, she shrieked and fell lifea
less to the ground. Lord Kene-
yon, who was endowed with
sensibility, instantly called out
— My good woman, I do not
mean to hang you.—Will nobody
persuade the poor woman that she
2s not to be hanged ! |

€¢ This case made a great ima.
pression upon myself, as well as
on every one present. I have
frequently heard the same noble
Lord. pass sentence, nof on the pri-
soner before him, but on the law.”

Myr. Morris’s Speech in the
House of Commons on Sir Samuel
Romilly’s Bill. Reported in
Flower’s Pol. Review. v. ix. p.
76.
¢ Not many years ago, upon
the Norfolk circuit, a larceny was
committed by two men in a poul.
try yard, but only one of them
was apprehended : the other hav.
ing, escaped into a distant part of
the country, had eluded all pur-
suit. At the next assizes, the
apprehended thief. was tried and
convicted, but Lord Loughborough,
before whom he was tried, think-
ing. the offence a vety slight one,
sedtenced htm only to a few
months’ jmprisonment. The news
of this* sentence hiving reached
}hg accomplice, in his retreat, he
unmediately returned, and sur
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rendered himself to take his trial
at the next assizes. The next asa
sizes came; but, unfortunately
i.. the priconer, it was a different
Judge who presided; and stil}
more unfortunately, Mr. Justice
Gould, who happened to be the
judge, though of a very mild and
indulgent disposition, had obzerva
ed, or.thought he had observed,
that men who set out with steala
ing fowls generally end by com-
mitting the most atrocious crimes
and building a sort of system upon
this observation, had madec it a
rule to punish this offence with

.great severily; and he accordingly,

to the greatr astonishment of this
unhappy man, sentenced him to
be transported. While one was
taking his departure for Botany
Bay, the termr of the other’s ims
prisonment had expired : and
what must have been the notions
which that little public who wit.
nessed and compared these two
examples, formed of our system
of criminal jurisprudence

Sir Samuel Romilly’s Speech in
the House of Commons, Feb: 9,
1810.

On the Extract Sfrom the Eclectic

Review.

SIR, |

Your extract from the Eclectic
Review (pp, 92—94) brought to
my mind several circumstances,
which made a decp impression on
it some years back, when I was
at the University of Cambridge,
and when thc proccedings against
¢ a noted academic’ excited at that
place a great deal of attention. I
was thenagquainted with the writ-
er of the article, who from his.
mode of writing may easily be
detected as not being a member
of the University, though, if he
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had been one, I will not answer
for his giving a correct account
of the proceedings of those times.
His bitterness against the ¢ noted
academic,? is easily accounted for
by those who are acquainted with
the two parties: and [ am very
sorry that a Dissenting minister
should use s6 coarse and vulgar a
sttle, and after the lapse of so
many years, should have retained
so much of an unchristian spirit,
as the extract and many other
writings of his, too plainly exhi-
bit. It would be wrong to dwell
much upon the ravings of a dis
tempered mind: though I ap-
prove highly of your inserting
the extract,- both that the Uni-
tarians may see what is said of
them by their adversaries, and
that the editors of the Iclectic
R¢view may be ashamed of ad.-
Initting such trash into their pub-
lication. |

d'o the writer of the extract I
havescason to believe theacademic

referred, and the question was not
plurality of persons in

about the
the Godhead, but on a peculiar
opinion of that writer’s, who
amongst other vagaries of his, had
that of believing in two Gods.
" Whether he retains that faith at
present or not, I cannot tell, as
~ several years have, elapsed, since I
heard any thing of him, and it is
probable that the academic re-
ferred to, is as little acquainted
with him as myself.
- Onthe appellation of Unitarian,
I am not surprised that the Eclec-
tics feel sore. It is a term which
brings to their mind, a djscrimi-
nating truth, and does not allow
~ them to enter into those person.
alities, i which they would de-
¥ight to indulge, if we had been so

imprudent as to enlist under the:

by the free gift of God, they whe

banners of a party, or to desig-

maan.

On the. Extract from tle Eclectic Review.’ .

nate ourselves by the name of any
We acknowledge no other
name, and have no leader but
Christ. Lardner and Priestley, or
the gentleman whom the writer
designates by his asterisks **#####
niay have written well or ill : we
are not bound by their tenets, nor
will we be called by their names.
We leave to others to say, ¢ 1 am
of Paul,” ¢ I am of Apollos,” ‘I
am of Cephas,” ¢ I am of Calvin,?’
I am of Arminius.” Let us say,

¢ We are of Christ:> we look up

to him as the author and finisher
of our faith, and if we must take
any other name besides that of
Christian, let it be one which
marks our opinion, without refer-
ence to any '‘human authority.
On this account, the term Uni=
tarian i1s properly assumed by us,
and very properly given to us by
the best writers among the secta-
rians, whether established by law,
or going under the name of, Dis.
senters.

Give me leave, Sir, to present
you with an extract from a publi-
cation which secms to me to con-
firm the propriety of the title in
question. It is 1n p. 25, 2ad
edition, of Mr. Frend’s Thoughts
on Subscription to religious Tests.
In the text, he says, . ~

¢¢ IFrom my view of the scrip.
tures, it appears to me, that there
1s one God, the Creater and Go-.
vernor of the Universe, the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ ; that the hypothesis of
two natures in Christ, has no foun-
dation in scripture, but arises
solely from the endeavours of man
to solve some apparent difficulties,

which they could not do on any:

other supposition : that’ Jesus
Christ was a man.like ourselves,"
sin only -excepted, through whom,

. &



)

Gogmagog an the * curious® Extract from the ¢ Eclectic Review.” 168

are obedient to his precepts shall
obtain everlasting life.” |

To this is subjoined the follow.
ing note:— .

¢¢ As persons are frequently
led away by names, to which
they affix very opprobrious ideas,
and this abuse prevails no where
more than in the University, I
shall for the szke of the junior
stydents, just delineate the lcading
features of some sects now pre-
vailing in the nation. By Unita-
rians I mean those, who believe
God to be one person, and all
other persons and things to be bis
creatures : in opposition to Trini-
tarians, who believe God to cona
sist of ‘three persons in one sub-
stance, and all creatures, persons
and things to be their joint produc-
tion. 'The different opinions con-
cerning the nature of Christ, may
be briefly stated in the following
manner. Either Christ pre-existed,
or he did not. [f he pre-existed,
it must have been either as God,
or as a creature of God ; 'the for-
mer is the Athanasian, -the latter
the -Arian opinion. If he did not
pre-exist, his existence must have
commenced" either naturally or
supernaturally ; that is, he must
have been conceived by his mother
in the ordinary manner, or in some’
extraordinary way, ~must have
bgen the son of Joseph and Mary,
or of Mary alone : the former as
it was the opinion of some early
Christians, so it is also of some
sensible and learned persons of our
times ; the latter is the general

opinion prevailing among the So-.

cinians. The author professes
himself to be a Unitarian, distin-
guished from the Armans, by de-
nying the pre-existence of Christ ;
and from‘the Socinians, by deny-
ing - the propriety of addressing
prayers to any but the one true

God. The time, it is" hoped, is
not far distant, when men ‘will
cease to be called by the names of
Athanasius, Arius or Socinus.”

If this should fall in the way of
the writer 1n the Eclectic Review,
I should be glad, if he would in
as clear a manner state his own
opinions ; I am sure you would
give them a place in your Repo-
sitory, which I trust will continue
to present to your readers both
sides of ghe question, for our cause
delights in investigation, and nei-
ther requires nor will ever ¢ma
ploy abuse in its support.

I remain, Sir,
Your very obedient

PHILO.XENOS.

Gogmagog on the ‘¢ curious’ Eza-
tract from the ¢ Eclectic Re-
view.’

SIR,

Impotent rage is always ridicu-
lous: you have, indeed, amused
your readers by bringing' forward
a redoubtable Eclectic to play his
frantic part on the arena of your
Repository. (pp. 92—94.) Wheth-
er he or his brethren have been
equally satisfied with his being ex-~
hibited on such a stage, may per-
haps be doubted. You have given
him rope enough, according to the
condition of the proverb, and he
has exemplified the consequence of
it (which I need not put down in
words,) most notably.

Your ¢ curious’ extract enableg
me to answer a question which I
have sometimes heard concerning
this company of Eclectics. 'The
true Eclectic in religion, is one
who picks up one’ graim of truth
out of this party, and another out
of that, and so fills up his mea=
sure of wheat without chaff’; buy
thig is eyidently not the just defi-
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nition of such Eclectics as he who
has teen figuring away upon your
pages, who has no_ taste but for
seed of the growth of Geneva, and
who would empty his bushel, ra-
ther than suffer it to contain a
single kernel of Polish corn. Your
Eclectics are not necessarily phi-
losophers ; Shakespeare has sketch-
ed out in his wonderful manner a
company of female Eclectics, who
reviewed all nature, in order to
choose and pick whatever 1s nau-
seous and venomous ; I allude to
the ¢ Waird Sisters”’ in Macbeth,
who elected and collected the fol.
lowing ¢ingredients’ for their ¢ cal-
dron :’—

¢ Toad, that under coldest stone,
Days and nights hast thirty-one
Sweliter'd venom sleeping got,

Boil thou first ’the charmed pot !
Fillet of a fenny snake,

In the caldron boil and bake:

Eye of newt and toe of frog,

‘Wool of bat and tongue of dog, |
Adder’s fork and blind-worm’s sting,
For a charm of powerful trouble,
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble,
Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf,
‘Witches’ mummy ; maw and gulf
Of the ravin'd salt sea-shark;

Root of hemlock; digg’d 1’the dark,
Liver of blaspheming Jew ;

Gall of goat, and slips of yew,
Sliver'd in the moon’s eclipse.

Double, double toil and trouble;

Fire burn ; and caldron, bubble.”

By a like eclectic process, di-
‘vines gather together all that is
rank in prejudice, all that is bitter
in calumny, all that is malignant
in passiony and after proper distil-
lation acquire the odium theologi-
cum, the essence of bigotry, a
spiriti more intoxicating and bru.
tifying, than - o
- - the insane root

‘That takes the reason prisoner.

"The ‘meaning therefore of the
term Eélectic cannot be any longer
doubtful. It was assumed, we

are told, by a certain set of physi-
cians among the antients, who
eulled simples to cure disease ; and
from them itis borrowed, doubtless,
by our modern reviewers, who cal-
lect and ‘decompase new publica-
tions in order to get an extract
that shall poison heresy.

Thus, Sir, you have an idea,
in the language of the'above-mena
tioned antient doctors, of the medi-
ctna eclectica. )

But to follow our own Eclectic,
instead of wandering after Eclec-
tics, in general,—he complains
that ¢ Socinians’ have received
from ¢ the Christian world, a fore
bearance and complaisance to
which they were ill-entitled,”” and

- heinstancesin those two ¢ Socinian®

ring-leaders, Lardnerand Priestley.
The opposite of complaisance—
is rudeness, of forbearance——ina
tolerance ; and certainly Lardner,
though a ¢ Socinian,” was not in-

‘sulted, much less imprisoned or

expatriated, by his orthodox con-
temporaries 3 perhaps, they could
not well spare his learning, or
conveniently forget his services to
the cause of Christianity, and
hence agreed to cover his naked-
ness, to veil his abominable here-
sy®. In this our Eclectic- thinks
them wrong and laments their

w—— 4

# It is amusing to observe how ea-
gerly Lardner is held up \to praisc as 3.
Christian, by the very men, that think.
no abuse too much for him as a ¢Socini-
an.” We have the same farce played off
with the names of Lorke and Nerwtony
who, whengver Christianity is to be de«
fended against uvnbelievers, are Blazoned
forth as illustrieus ornaments of the faith,
(as in this very article of the Eclectic Re-
view, in the next paragraph but one,. to

those %uotcd in the M. Repos.) but
who, there is every rcason to believe,.
were ¢ 8ocinians,’ that is, in the Eclectic

‘vcrs'ion,' ¢ Aunsi-scripturalists; Scmi-do~
1sts.
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error. But, surely, he has little
occasion to regret thelavish ‘¢ com.-
plaisance and forbearance,” in-
dulged to Dr. Priestley! That
heresiarch might not, indeed, de-
serve respect or kmdness-——but he
certainly found little of either from
our Eclectic’s ¢ Caristian world.’
He was, it is true, only driven
from his peaceful home; his li-
brary and phllOSOphlcal apparatus
only were burnt ; the copies of his
works, dlspersed throughout the
country, were not committed to
the flames by the hands of the
hangman ; his approvers were not
every where threatened and har-
rassed by an orthodox mob; and
war was not made upon America
for receiving into her bosom, a
man with the ¢ viper’ of herectical
pravity ¢ fastened on his hand,’
and ¢ vengeance’ marked out on
his person and family. Yet he
suffered enough, one would think,
to satisfy any ordinary malice ;
and his sufferings would, I verily

believe, have satisfied our Eclec-

tic himself, but for the recollec-
tion of certain eulogics passed
upon the celebrated exile, by some
writers, whose talents and elo-
quence might have been expected

to be’devoted wholly to the ortho-

dox faith, but whose phxlanthro-
Py trmmphed for a moment, over
their .creed. 1 am persuaded,
Sir, that our Eclectic had in h]S
cye, a beautiful wreath of praise,
wound about the head of Dr.
Priestley, by ¢ Robert Hall, M.A.”
of Cambridge, in his pamphlet
entitled ¢ Christianity censistent
with a Love of Freedom : being
an Answer to a Sermon, lately
published, by the Rev. John Clay-
ton.” meted for Johnson, 1791.
Permit 'me to place the passage I
allude to in your work ; it is in
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that lofty stile of eloquence, to
which a vigorous writer is some=
times lifted, unconsciously, by
his subject.

¢ The reader can be at no loss
to determine, whom the author
intends by a busy active man inre-
generating the civil constitutions
of mnations. 'The occasion of the
Sermon, and the complexion of
1ts sentiments, concur in direct-
ing us to Dr. Priestley; a person
whom the author seems to regard
with a more than odium t/zeologz.
cum, with a rancour exceeding the
measure, even of his profession*.
The religious tenets of Dr. Priest.
ley appear to me erroneous in the
extreme, but I should be sorry
to suffer any difference of senti-
ment to diminish my sensibility to
virtue, or my admiration of genius.
From him the poisoned arrow
will fall pointless. His enlightened
and active mind, his unwearied
assiduity, the extent of his re
searches, the light that he has
poured into almost every depart.
ment of science, will be the adw
miration of that period, when the
greater part of those who have
favoured, or those- who have op-
posed him, will be alike fargotten.
Distinguished merit will ever rise
superior to oppression, and wilk
draw lustre from reproach. The

whey P

* ‘T'he Eclectic Review was not in-
stituted, till many years after Mr. Hall
wrote his pamphlet, or we might have
interpreted him to; insinuate here thag
¢ the Rcv John Clayton’ was an. Eg-
lectic.” It is, howaver, the divine facult
of genius to see future cvents, when the
are as yet in embryo; and: M. Hh{
might fromhisgreat perspicacity, be.able
to foretel that bigotry, after ¢ slecping’
many ¢ days and nights,” would get se
much ¢ sweltered vcnom, of such potent
malignity, as to require an Eclectic ch
view far its.discharge.
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vapours which gather round the
rising sun, and follow it in its
course, seldom fail at the close of
it, to form a magnificent theatre
for its reception, and to invest
with variegated tints and with a sof.
tened effulgencethe luminarywhich
they cannot hide.” (pp- 34. 35.)
This was worthy of the successor
of Robert Robinson; this merits,
too, the anger of our Ecléctlc,
who can never, I dare say, forget
the length to which Mr. Hall here
carri_ed,“ forbcarance and com.
plaisance’’ towards such an arch-
heretic, or'forgive the ¢ So¢tinans’
the honour of having had such an
eulogy prononnced upon their
leader. B |
There is" another reason why T
feel a strong conviction that our
Ee¢lectic meantito smite Mr. Hall
through'the sides of the ¢ Socini-
ans 3 which ' is,  that ‘Mr. -Hall,
in the ‘valuable pamphlet before
quoted, gives a-definition of an
Unitarian totally different from
that of our Reviewer,
which allows the -appellation of
Usitarian to the ¢ Socinian’ and
conveys nothing reproachful. He
says, (p. 56) <’ An Unitarian is a
rson who believes Jesus Christ
g:d no existence till he appeared
on our earth, whilst a Trinitarian
maintains that he existed with the
Father from all eternity.”” Now
this is the very
Unitarian for which Dr. Priest-
ley ‘himself contended against
both the Arians and the Trinitari-
ans ; but with thlS our FEclectic
ua.rrels because it is a matter.of-
act statement of a theologlcal opi-
nion, and cannot like ‘the bugbear
term ° Socinian,’” (appropriate to
) Enghsh sect,) be pressed into
the service of calummy ; and, oba
jecting to the loss of such a ‘con-

and one

definition of an

venient insttument of teproach "he
very naturally reflects (as appears
to me,) npon Mr. Hall, who has,
In various parts of his reply ‘to
““ the Rev. John Clayton,” mag-
nanimously 'profested against the
use of poisoned weapons in the
controversy with the Unitarians.

My opinion that our Eclectic
intended his article to be a disina
genuous attack upon beth Mr.
HMall and the- ¢ Socinians,’ is fura
ther strengthened by the recollec-
tion of many passages glancing at-
and reprobatmg cowardly theoloa
gical assaults, ¥n the admirable
pamphlet " which seems to have
made an ‘equally deep 1mpressron
%pon the reviewer and me. * Feel-
ing himself condemned in the con-
demnation ‘passed by Mr. Hall
upon such as resort to base pole-
mical artlﬁces, how much in chae
racter was it that, whilst he was
fuamlng with rage against ¢ Soci-
nians,” he shouldhave sprinkled a
Iittle of his’ venom upon that libe.
ral writer! 'The following is one
passage out of many at which our
Eclectic must have maddened :

“ He (Mr. Clayton,) gives us
a pompous enumeration of the
piety, learning and talents .of a
large - body of his brethren who
concur with him in a disapproba-
tion of the-theological and politi.
cal tenets of the Unitarians. The
weakness of mingling them toge-
ther has been shown a]rea&y ; but
if these great and eminent men,
whom the world never heard of
before, possess that zeal for their
religion, they pretend, let them
meet their opponents on the open

field of controversy, where they

may ’display - their talents and
prowess to somewhat more advap.
tage than 'in’ skullking behind =«
consecrated altar.” (p.74.) =



Gogmagog on the ¢ curious® Extract from the

Our Eclectic has indeed benc-
fited the public by the exercise
and display of his peculiar talent;
but he felt it more safe to cast
abuse from behind a hedge than to
take open ground, ~where the
abuse and the abuser would have
been seen together. He feared,
perbaps, that if he grappled per-
sonally with the expiring Unitari-
ans, some one -of this once formi-
dable tribe might summon up the
last remains of strength and throt-
tle him in a convulsive, dymo
struogle. "However this may be,
it 15 to the hongur of Mr. Hall
that he should be looked upon as
an adversary, in virtue of his cha.
racter as an author, by a disciple
of the Old Man of the Mountain.*

One morereason may be assign-
ed why I consider our Eclectic as
bhaving Mr. Hall in his mind ;
namely, a certain awkward imita-
tion of that writer’s style, which
Dr. Parr, (Spital Sermon, p. 63,
Note) pronounces ¢ most beautiful
and animated.” Nor isit uncom-

mou for good writers to be imitat.

ed by such as are least disposed
to borrow their spirit or principles.

Hume bas copyists who .are not’

stoeics or sceptics 3 Johnson’s pon.
derous sentences are repesated by
many who.are not Jacobites’; Parr
may be taken for a model b_y some
that do not think it uscful for the
cause either of learning or truth
to heap together a mass of names,
great and little, good and bad,
aund to crown them all with super-
lative praises ; and Hall, in point
of eloquence, may have his hum-
ble admirers, who wouid yet gladly
consign to oblivion his eulogy on
Dr. Prlestley, his phlhpplcs agamst

» Prmce of the' Assassins, whose ‘moun..
tain’ was in Syria, not in Switzectland.,
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Dr. Horsley and Mr. Pm his
sarcastic ridicule of < the. Rcv.
John Claytoun,” his vindication of
the hberty of the Press, his argu-
nments fora Reform of Pd.llld!‘n(?llt
and his rapturous exultations o
the IFrench Revolution. Such an
admirer of Mr. Hall, I counceive
our Eclectic to be, who neverihe-
less caricaturcs all the features of
his style ; who exhibits his coarse-
ness without his’ vigour, and his
passion without his genius, —who
gives us Lis painful periods which
yet as to seuse are perfectly abor-
tive, and who designs his, bold
figures but is ulteﬂy unable to
mould them into shape, to give
them expression or to keep tbem
from confusion; who attempts
fine writing but violates grammar,
who affects to be mervous upon
and who seeks to be
brilliant by the aid of the printer,
and with an inverted sacredness,
an anti-apocalyptic sublimity,
couches slander under ¢ the mys-
tery of the seven stars.’

In answer to all these reasons
for my supposition, it may be
pleaded that so safe a polemic as
our Eclectic would not have aimed
a kick at a living lion: but he
might reckon upon impunity from
his couscious insignificance and
contelnpubleness- or he might,
more probably, consider the once
formidable champion of frecedom,
peace and charity, as a defunct
author ; as, at least, unharnessed
for - ¢¢ hberty’s defence,” twent
years azo his ¢ noble task;” in
short, as an emerilus profeasor of
the rights of man and the preroga-
tives of conscience,

I am Sir,
Yours,"in all honest gervice,

'GOGMAGOG.




Original Letter of NMrs. Linds
- sey’s 3 commwzu:atcd by Mr.

B. Flo'wcr.

Harlow,~
Sir, Mar. 8, 1812.

I cannot but deem it one of the
principal advantages and felicities
of my life that Providence has
favoured me with the friendship of
some of the worthy, the sincere,
and the pious, ‘¢ the excellent of
the earth,” amongst the different
denominations of Christians : and
as I have the honour and the
pleasure of ranking amongst my
most  esteemed friends the late
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsey, there were
few if any of your readers who felt
maore: interest in the brief but ad-
njirable memoir writien by a most
worthy and intimate friend of both
the departed saints. 1 cannot but
express my ardent hope that the
same pen will favoyr the world
with an enlarged account of a life
which afforded sucha bright exam-
ple to ber sex. Persuaded that
it will render this communication
additionully acceptable to yourself
and your readers, I enclose for
your insertion, a copy of a letter
which 1 received from Mrs. Lind-
sey, when under the immediate
pressure of the most heavy afflicti-
on I ever endured, and which. [
think can never be exceeded, if
equalled ; for when - reflecting on
what | sutfered on the death
of one who so entirely possess-
ed my heart, I at times in the
contemplanon of my own death
exclaim—¢ Sure)y the bitterness
of déath is past.”—Those who are

acquainted with Mr. Lindsey’s

‘writings, will percejve how admi-
rably his worthy partner in life,
bas epitomised  his -most favourite
system in one paragraph. Short

cordial drop in the bitter cup
which my heavenly father gave
me to drink ; and it.is not impro-
bable but it may produce effects
somewhat similar on some of your
readers under the various troubles
of life.
Your constant reader,

i o ’ B- I;;Q
Essex Street, April 13,
DEAR SiIR, 1810.

Nothing but the afflicting eveut
which has befallen you by the loss
of a most e:sccllent amiable and

*good wife, could have induced

me 'to set pen to paper. A severe
debilitating disease, from which

it seems to be the will 'of God 1

am not to recover, has disabled me
from doing any thing. Your let-
ter,* I felt grateful for, and this
is my only return for it, 'to dssure
you how sincerely I condole with
you, hong and praying that you
may be supported under so severe
a trial, more and more sanctified
by it, and spared to support your
very dear children, and bring themm
up in the fear and love of God.
‘All human consolations I know
are useless: we must be left to
our Ma.ker for comfort ; belzeving,
that as in his hands alone are Lhe
several ingredients of the cup of
martal life, 1T CAN NEVER BE
MIXED MORE BITTER THAN TO
MAKE IT, IN THE HIGHEST
POSSIBLE BDEGREE, SALUTARY!
Adieu!I can only repeat my wishes
and prayers for you and youss,
being always

Your very sincere fnend
H. LINDS.EY

> Mr. B. Flower,
Harlow. -

* Written to ng,l.. m xhc dcuh of

as is the letter, it proved to me a her husband.



Mr. OWRPSON, O G Luotation from fum,

Mr. Simpson, on a Quotatzon

Srom kim.
Batk, March 7, 1812.
‘SIr, -

In your number for February,
page 99, your correspondent,
whose sxgnature is D. has accurate.
ly quoted from page 537, note
2. of my Internal and Presumptlve
Evidences of Christianity, the fol-
lowing passage : ¢ syt is ‘used to
express fulure lime in Jokn viii.
58. as Jesus al.so uses it, John
xvii. 24.> But in page 15 of
Emendanda et Addenda to that
book, ‘which I printed some time
ago, .and which was given with
ity he will find the followmg cor-
rectlon.

Page 537, notc 2, lines 3, 4
and 5 dele the whole of the last
scntence in this note. In thls sena
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tence el is said to express future
time in John viii. 58.. .

. The subject of my Niath Essay
on the Language of Scripture, in
the second volume, is also u pare
ticular examination of John viii,
58. in which I have endeavoured
to shew that equd, ¥ this text, dea
notes a previous divine purpose
and appointment of Jesus to be
the Messiah.,

Your Correspaondent having i ine
genuously avowed his own change
of sentiment respecting the signi-
fication of this. text, I attribute
his supposition, that I now retain
the opinion concerning .it. which
was first expressed in the note
above-mentioned, to his not having
seen my correction of it, or my
Nioth Essay. -

JOHN SIMPSON. .

R .,

pr- e

BIBLICAL CRITICISM

" AND B

INQUIRIES

on Psalm Ixxxii. 8, with

Remarks. =

" Ps. Ixxxii. 8, Arise, O God,
judge the earth : or t/zou shqll
mherzt afl naquzzs.

¢ Here Jerom, or whoever is
the author of the Bl:ewary ypon
the Psalter; in a s% yle and ma,n.
ner, somewhat xesemb)ng erom’s,
extols the sunccess of h?etex an{i
Paul in preachi the spe
¢ God sen{) l\?f)sels?,g Isalab,g pJe,l'¢...
mmh agd other prqphgts, Auﬂ
en Judak was God known, his
name was great in [srael, a small
tract of land only. He seqt Pe.
ter, no 1logopher nor ' Qrator,
but an &;erate fisherman, .who

went from Jerusale ome
and converted Romg? ‘\gfllﬁl th:s

Jerom,

AND DISQUISITIONS ON EGJC’LESIAS'I‘I*«\r
CAL HISTORY.

most eloquent men were not able
to da. Again, he sent out the apos.
tle Pau}, and he preached the gos~
f)el from Jerusalem round about .to

llyricum. [Rom. xv. 19.]  Alex.
ander the Great, King of the Ma-
cedoniaus, with a powerful army,
did not. conquer s0 many natiogs
as they did. This Paul, who ence
was a persecutor, who says of him.
self, that he waa rudein specch,
tlzoug/z not 4n knowledge,- who
made solacisms in his-speech, sub-
dued-the whole world. Some one
may say, all this was doune for the
sake of gain; se says Porphyry.
Igporant apd indigept meun, be:

L €ANSK: thex ad nothipg, performed

_sompe signs Ry. magcal art: wbwb
is no great matter; for the mag-
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cians in Egypt. and many others,
have wroughl signs. Let 1t be
granted :  and as you say, the
apoetle% wrought signs that they
might ¢nrich themselves with the
treasures, of I‘lCh women whom

they perverted. . But then, why
did they die?  Why- were they
crucified? QOthers- have wrought

signs_ by magical arts, -but they
did not dic for a dead man ; ‘they
were not. crucificd for a_man.that
had been crucified.  They knew
“him to be dead : and did they die
‘wnhout any reason { Our victory
is completed in the blood of the
dpo»t‘cs: our faith is ratified in
their bleed.  Let us therefore
yralsc God, to whcm be 0]ory for
ever ard ever.” o
! This_tracslation is by Eardner.
(Works, vii. 223—35.) The pas.
sage 1s a p!easmg specimen of ra-
tional theology in the 4.th century.
It might have come from the pen- of
Lardner himself, a decided Unita-
rian. Two or three remarks may
- be. made upon it, S
1. The two apostles mgntloned
_in it are not designated by, the su-
pcrstmous appellation of ¢¢ Saint,”
which 1s pow the usual prefix to
“their names.  Peter is dehomi.
nated srmply aﬁslzermcm ; or asit
_is in the original, which is not lite-
‘raliy trapslated by Lardner, a rude
Jisherman, whose hand was har-
“dened by labour. ¢ Petrum pis-
t'atOrexn, qui dlmlserat rete, quil
ab opere callosain hab(bat ma-
num:-s hominem . rusticanum.”
Paul is styléd merely an apostle,
‘once a persecuter, * Paulus Apos.-
tolus—quondam persecutor ” And
both Peter and Paul are called
pour men, ¢ pauperes.’’
2. The master to whom Peter
and, Paul stood ‘in the relations of
disciples and messengers, that is

Jeromy on Psalm 1xxxii. 8. with Remarks.

Jesus, is pointed out as a @ dead
man-—a man that had been cruci-
fied-.a man whom they knew to have
been dead. ¢“Homine mortuo—
hcemine crucifixo :—sciunt isti ho-
minem esse mortuum.” So steadily
had the simple language of the first
Christians fixed itself in the church;
though their simple doctrines wete
bcgmnmg at this period to be eX«
ploded |
3. Hete ard somie phrases which
if found in the New Testament,
applied to Christ, would be reck-
oned decisive proofs of his blood
being shed to satxsfy Divine Justice
for the sifs of ‘mankind. Peter
and Paul (mar‘tyrs) died and were
ciud ﬁea’ for a dead, a crucified
man ; ¢ pro homme, &c.’* How
‘readzly would an orthodox divine
shew that to "die for arSo-ther,
is to d e us his substitute or ran-
som.  'He would refer us to Ains.
worth,’ who’says; - ¢« Pro. (1) For,
on account of, as a price, or re-
¢ompense, (3) Instead of.”” To
modern Christians, it would seem
little less than impiety to say that
Christ died for men-in the same
sense that Peter and Paul by théir
martyrdoin died’ ‘for Christ.~—
Again, great’ ivoﬂb and e(ﬁcacy is
attributed to the blood of the mar-
tyred apostles.  Our 'vzctury (says
the Christian whter) is completed
in the blvod of tle apostles: our
Jaith is ratified in their blood.
The original is much stronger :
¢ Felix ei‘go ‘nostra victoria, quee
in sa.ngume aposmlorum dicata
‘est Fldes nostra non probatur,
‘nisi per * illorum” sangumem.”
Happy then is our victory, consum-
mated in the blood of the apostles.
Our faith is not cmgﬁrmed but
throngh their blood. = Phrases of
much less force in reférence to
Christ .are believed to convey the



On JObnl..Yii. 310 > .

idea that his iblocd wag of inﬁ?ﬁte

pdCdf]GdtOIyuaﬂd ,atammg -power.;

SO, sumably cxpressed in.the follow-
ing popular stanzas of Watts =

«: Once "twas a seat of 'dreadful wrath;’
And shot devouring flame: = -

Our God appear’d consuming fire, : ,
And vengeance was his name.

6 Rxeh were the dreps of Jesus’ blood,
‘That calm’d hls‘* frowning face, .
That sprinkled o’er the buming throne,

.And turn’d the wrath to grace.

"EPISCOPUS..

g

_ On Jolm xii.‘ 31.
[An Extract froma Letter to a ?ri\c.nd ]

1 have this week been led to
consider John xii. 31, with the
context. Neither the common in-
terpretatlon of that verse, nor tbat
in the L V. gives satlsfactlon to
my mmd as the true gne, and
no commentator at hand{#helps me
out of the great diffi culty, in which
the passage involves me. Priest.
ley mentions that Wakefield under-
stands Jesus as intending himself
by ¢¢ the prince or. ruler of this
world,” here and ch. xiv. 30, but
how the latter can be understoqd
of Jesus himself, I am yet to
learn. I much wished [ had had bis
Testament to consult. That not
being the case, all I could do
was to weigh the, matter as’ well
as I was able, and the result is
a strong conviction that the cir-
cumstances of .that part of the
history of Jesus, and the connected
import of his discourse (John X1i;
23, &é)re uire that v. 31. shoupld
be thus taken. ‘ Now are the una
believing Jews, (in concert with
the Gentiles;) aboutto pass an un-
just judgment upon me, and con-
demn me to death. Now sball I,

e tPunen 4 L . ..
1

*» God, theFathér's,
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-the -prinee.: of the: world,  be de-
nied, rejected and- cast out by
them with scorn. 4dnd coptempt, |
as a wretch a!mvether too unwor-
thy to live.” S "

To avoid the plo*s of' tbo J"ws
against his life, Jeésus left Judea
for a time.: (John xi. 54.) On his
return to attend the Passover he
informed  the twelve of his-ap.
proaching sufferings and - death.
(Luke xviily 31—34.:) On the 5th
day before th¢ Passover, he went
from. Bethany in humble triumph
to. Jerusalem, and into the very
temple, and was greeted all along
as he went, as “ the king of Israel,
a prince of the house of ‘David.”’
(Jobn xi1.-12, &c.) While there,
certain Greeks (v. 20 —22.) desired
an interview with him, probably
in hopes of ‘being advanced in
hi1s kingdom, expecting it would
be a temporsl ope.  Their desire
being communicated to Jesus, he
said aloud, (v. 23.) ¢“The" hour
is come that the Son of man should
be glorified,” by exaltatiéniin hea-
ven, and the extension of his king-
dom, but heintimated, (v.24—26:)
that- bis death must: first intexrvéne,
and that -all who would - obtain
honoi in his kingdom -must be
ready, after-his ¢xamiple, to sacri-
fice their lives in support of hxs
cause, - ;

(V. 27.) Pausmg to reflect on
his near approaching suﬂ'enngs,
he  was deeply - affected, but ‘In
prayer expressed full resignation
to his Father’s disposing will, and
wish. to be suhservient to his glory.
(7, 28.) Upou this a voice from
heaven testitied his' Father’s ap-
probation of him, which must
have cheered his afflictéd . mind,
though it was uttered chiefly for
the conviction and encouragemem
of others. (28, 30.)
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- Resigned to his lot, and favoared
wnth a divine attestation, his noble
soul soars far above all suﬁfen
death—he even exults,’ looking to
the glorious issue of them. (v. 31,
38.) * Soon is the unjust judgment
of this woild to be passed on me !
Soon shall™ I, ‘the prince of this
world, and who have
hailed by the public plaudit, under
the character of a prince or king,
be cast out with odium, denied,
judged, condemned and put . to
anignominious death, butalthough

1 be lifted from the earth, cruci-

fied, in consequence of the unjust
Judgmem of the world against me,
yet 1 shall come off victorious,
and by my crass draw all men to
me as’ my disciples.” “This sense
appears to me to receive confir-
mation from considering,: %. that
Jesus was actually condemned
end put to death, under the chaw
racter and appelln,non of a prince
or uuler,  The Kingofthe Jews,”
8s John parhcula.rly relates, eh.
xvilis '33. &c. and was in three
languages declared. such - by -the
title on' his cross, (ch. xix. 1. &c.)
2. Jesus said, (John xvi. 8-—11.)
““ When the-comforter is eome (the
promised spirit) he shall.convince
the world of judgment, - because
thé Prince of this world is judged. »
The two precedmg articles evi-
dently refer to Jesus,.and I con-
clude this is to be understood, in
relation to him. ¢, d. * The - Spirit
in ‘my Apostles shall - eonvict the
Jews and Jewish rulers of partial
and tnjust judgment in condemn-
ing me, an innocent person, .and
erdamed of. God to be a Prince
and Saviour, to a cruel death.”
And 3. this the Apostles laboured
at, in their preac¢hing, from the
very day they received the pro-
mised Spirit, (Aets . 22—36. iii.

rand -

just been

On Heb. xiii. 7.

13 &e. iv. 10, v. 28, &c.) and
actual}y effected upén great fums:
bers,  to the therough eonversion
of some to Christianity (Aéts i1.-3F
and 41.) and to the cutting mor-
tification of othersi (Acts v, 33.)

Through early ‘and kmd con-
tinued association, many wxﬂ
doubtless find a great difficdlty in
admitting that Jesus’ meant” him-
self by ¢ the Prince of this world,”
one so.opposite having been usu.-
ally so termed, but to me it seems
to make the phainest and best
sense, to be most égreeable to the
drift-of his diseourse, both in-John
Xil. xvi. chs.and the strict propriety
of the appellation to him, will
unquestlonably be ownéd by' all,
“ When the kingdoms of this w'(')‘ﬂd‘
are become the kingdoms of ‘the
of the Lord, and of his Chnst
and he .shall reign for ever andh
ever.’’ Rev. x;. 15

On He6 xm e

(; rom the Introduction to « A Funew
ral $efmon, for the Rev. Mr. Seddon, of
Warrington,” fram ¢ Sermohs by the
Rev.. P, Holtand, in two Voluxn:s, 1799."
Vol. ii. pp.’ 197, 198.]

Heb. xiii. 7. Rcmmbﬁr those
who Izqmc the ryle oger you, 30(10
kave spoken unto you the war
God wkose faztlz%o Lo, conszdgr.
ing the end of their conversation.

These words evidently refer to
the pastors ahd tcachers of the
Christian church ; but the senti.
ments canveyed by our translation,
are not the same wuh those of the
origingl. For in the first place,
we should conclude from the fore
mer part of the verse, in the En-
glish, that the persons tpckfn of
were still living, in oppositipn tu
the Jlatter part, which supposes
them to be dead. Besides, the
words, ¢ them ‘which have the
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rule over yeu » will give an- En-
gish reader an idea of- certain
powers in the pastors, . either to

determine the faith and duty of

others, or to inflict cer{ain penalties
on their disobedience 3 neither of
these notions is consistent with
that authority in the church, which
our Saviour has réserved to hima
self, or with the obligation which
lie [Zzes] upon every “Christian to
search the scriptures, and to make
the best use in his power, of the
understandmg which. God has
given him, in order to determine
what he is to believe and practise,
But the words of the original
convey no such sentiment. The
primary sense of the word which
we translate ¢ rule,” is to ¢ lead ;”
and though it may sometimes be
«applied to governors, yet it refets
to them only as persons chosen to
lead or precede in any particular
affair. "And thus the words may
be rendered: ¢ Remember your
pastor’s or guides, who have Spoken
the words of God unto you, and
considering the end of their con.
versation, follow their faith?® -

Tllustrations of Scripture
[From ah intetleaved Bible]
Job. xxxi. 26, 27.

¢ On the first ap earance of
the new moon, which they look
‘upon to be newl créated the
Pagan hatives, us Well as IVi'aﬁo-
medans, say a short prayer; and

this seems to be the only visible .

outermost bank,

‘ders,
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adoration, which the Kafirs, [the
infidels, Pagans,] offer up to the
Supreme Being, This prayer is
pronounced in a whisper: the
party holding up his hands before
his face: its purport, (as I have
‘been assured by many different
people,) is to return thanks teo God

for his kindness throijgh the exist.

ence of the past moon, and to so-

-lieit a continaance of his favoeur,

during that of the new one. At
the conclusion, they spit upon. their
bands apd rub them over their
faces : this seems to be pearly the
same ceremony whxch prevaﬁed
among the heaéxens in the days
of Job S'—Mungo Parlt’ Tzavel:
in dfrica, 8vo. 1810. p. 406,

Jeremialk xlhix. 19, and 1. 44,

¢ After having descended the
you go about a
furlong on a leve! stranid, before
you ¢ome to the immedlate bank
of the river. 'This sécond bank
is 80 beset with bushes and trees,
such as tamarisk, wﬂldws, olean-
&c. that you
water till yot have made your wa.
through_them. In this thick
antieritly, (and the same’ of it is
reporte at this’ day,) several sorts
of wild-beasts wére woht to har.
bour themselves ; Wbose bémg_

~~~~~

washed out of the covéft by the
overflowings of the rivér, gave oc-
casion to that aflusfon, Jer. xlix.

19, & —Maundréll's fmmky
8vo. p- 110. Lotidon ed, 1310.



. (.76 ).
REVIEW

s Still p}eased to pralse, ‘yet not afraid to blame.”’

/
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Anvt. 1.—4 Dlain Statement of
some of the most important Prin-
ciples of Religion, as a Preser-
vativeagainst] nfidelity, Enihu-
siasm-and Immoralzty By ke
“Rev. Thomas Watson. 8vo. pp.
176. Longmarn and Co, 1811.

This treatise is the productiol
‘of a Dissenting minister at Whitby
in Yorkshire, who, bcfore the
commenceinent of gur Repository,
rendeéred essential service to the
interests of ‘rational religion and
sound morals, by two very excel.
lent pubhcauons. The first of
fhese, which is entitled, Intima-
‘tions and Evidences qf a Future
Statc, de1ails the proofs, of that im-
Portant doctnne,derlved from rea-
son and natural religion, and from
reveldtion, with that orce, per-
spicuity and, simplicity, . which
rende.r it admlrablywalculated to

sroduce’ lmPress’ion on ‘ingepuous
and unprqudlced minds. The
other pubhqatlpn, entltled "Popy-
lar Em&cnées qf 1\7 atural t}alzgzon
anil ﬁ'hrzstzamty, possesses similar-
rpcommgndau pr pomt. of « Com-
Ros;{uon w1t'h e formqr, and
“merits the encommm which it has

recelbed i, tbe most respectable ¢ of

our monthly eritical works, Where
it is observed that the aithor
¢¢ hag in this treatise so collected
and displayed the variousevidences
in favour of religion, thatit is im«

possible to weigh them without:

feeling the dignity of man, and
‘the importance as well as truth of
Christianity.”” In his Introduc-
tion the author, while apologizing

for bringing forwards such a work
after the appearance of Dr. Paley’s
Elements of Natural Thkeology,
and Viewof the Evidences of Chris-
tianity, justly observes, that though
his performance and those of the
Doctor are nearly allied in title,
and accord altdgcghe‘r in design ;
the plans are totally d:ﬁérent,
the materials are no where the
same, and thepe is no interference
in the management of the argu-
ment. . To this statement we can-
not but add, that while we :are
duly senslble of the excellence of
the Doctor’s labours, we consider

‘those of Mr. Watson better adapted

to the use of readers in genperal,

‘apd particularly of the young and

uninformed. The design of the

author in the work wl;u:h maore

1mmedaately clanms our notice,
¢¢is. to give a plaln statement of
some of thé most important prin.
ciples of religion, and particu-
larly. those. principles which " may
have the mgost powerful  influence
upon our conduct; and: to shew

that Christianity is a system found-
‘ed upon the best’ evidence, that it
.is,a rational

8&§£__e:m that it is

sxmple and plain adapted to the

‘capacity, of all those who are. €ni-
,dowed with’ common . Imderstand-

ings ;. and that its great aim is to
bring in .and support universal
rightcousness.”” This design the

author has executed in a manner

very creditable to his abilities as
a writer, intending to inculcate im-
portant and valuable truths, in
language likely to produce effect,
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from its being plain. familiar and
~ intelligible. Throughout the whole
work he also appears animated by
a spirit of warm and genuine piety,
and by an ardent zeal for vindicat.
ing religion from those corruptions,
abuses and ‘inconsistencies, which
have too long been substitated for
- the plain principles and excellent
morals -taught by Jesus Christ.
"Thus much we can say, without
subscribing to all the opinions ad-
“vanced by the author, (though
-we have seldom feund reason to
differ from him;) and we recom-
mend his weork as deserving the
perusal and encouragement of the
well.wishers to the interests -of
‘truth and virtue ; particularly,
as an useful manual to be placed
in the hands of young persons,
" “before they have recourse to more
‘extended treatises on the impor-
. tant subjects which it embraces.
- The contents of this volume are
distrrtbuted into scven chapters,
which are subdivided into a varicty
‘of sections. ‘The 1st' chapter
treats of the Existerce and Attri-
butes of God ; the 2d, of the Doc.
trine of Providence; the 3d, of
the Importance of forming worthy
‘Conceptions of God, and of the
Worship of God and-Prayer. The
4th chapter discusses the subject of
‘Revealed Religion ; the 5th, that
of Rehigious Daties, and particu-
‘larly, Christian Morality ; the 6th,
is on Internal Feelings; and the
7th, on the Sanctions of the Gospel.
That our readers may be able to
form for themselves some idea of
the author’s manner of writing, and
of the sentiments which he enforces,
we shall lay before them the whole
of chap. vi; on the Internal Feel-
ings required by Religion. |
€< 18t. In the ’éltimite_ of the religious
Nife, great reliance is sometimes placed
YOL. VII. | 2 A

‘on the inward feelings.

-be miore interesting
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‘ Without the
operation of these, it is asserted. there
can be no vital religion : and therefore
great pains are taken. and every means
eniployed, to excite in the couverts a
proper degree of sensib.lity It is cers
tainly of the hizhest importance, that
the heart should be right befare God;
and. Christ’s reiigion addresses irself to
our hearts, and furnishes us, at the same
time, with the best subjects fér our seri-
ous thoughts and meditations We have
for the exercise of our theughts, the per-
fections and providence of Ged, partici-
lurly his holiness, h's goo!: ess, his love
and hs mercy - we hive a future state
of rewards and punishments we have
the admirable life and character of Jesus
Christ, his esxcellent docirines, and
his perfect e~ample Nu subjects can
‘ than these; and
nothing so well calculated fo purify and
rmprove our natares. It will be a proper
and insiructive subject of private medi=
tation, also, to take a review, frequently,
of our own life and condict, how f.r we
have performed our duties. and in what
cases we have been negligent. And the
practical use of reflections of this nature
will be to correct wherever we haveerred ;
and to supply where we huve beéen des
fective. ere is a pla:n path traced out
to us, but too plin, I am afraid, to be
followed. ' ‘ T
¢ But this is not what is generally meant
by inward feelings' and vital rel-gion ;
it implies something dark and mysteri-
ous, Leyond the réach of cdmmon sense,
and the general experiencé of m fkind.
Christ,accordingtothem, must béforied
within; and their labour must be to
work themselves up to some fervour and
holy enthusiasm. : . .
“ ondly, Without attempting td give
a formal definition of enthusiasm, [
weould observe, that it may be generally
understood by referring to cxamples.
There is an enthusiasm which discovers
itself in a wvast variety of things, and
which we look upon with approbation.
A man becomes dn enthusiase, in parti-
cular pursuits, when he become: passion-
ately fond of them, and devotes the
whole of his tipe and Taboun .gq ‘their
acquisition, and his enthusiasm’i¥ most
remarkable, when there is a little ec-
‘cetricity and extravagance of character
aceompanying the pursuit, . ’;‘hq patriot
is pfien an cnthusigst, in the'love of his
country, whén he '1s' 40 inflamed with
the object, as to sacrifice every thing forr
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its preservation; and this is seen more
particularly, when he embarks in un-
dertakings, sometimes wild and almost
impracticable, forits honour and deli-
verance. ‘I here is a religious enthusiasm
also, pure, sublin.e, and animating,
which good men may frequently feel,

someétimes in the acts of devotion, and:

sometimes 1n their meditation on the
Supréme Being, and his infinite good-
ness and love; and on the disintcrested
love, and admirable character of Jesus
Christ. :

¢ But, then, there ic another species
of religious enthusiasm, of a baser origin,
that runs counter to common sense ; that
is not authorised by scripture; to which
‘men of weak minds are liable, which
crafty men feign, and which interested
men foment and encourage. It is this,
which produces those wild feelings or
expressions of feelings, which outrage
all recason and experience. Men; under

the influence of this spirit, pretend to
feel, -'sometimes horrors most dreadfui,
and at other times joys unutterable. But
théy carry this still farther. - They be-
lieve, or aflect to believe, that they re-
ceive, also, commmunications from heaven
and illum nations from above; and pro-
ceeding to the utmost height of extrava-
‘gance, they feel assured, that their sins
.are pardoned, and that their ecternal
‘happiness is secure. Now these are not
‘harmless delusions ; they ought to be
comabated, on account of the mischief
which they create, and the disgrace
which they inflict on religion.
¢¢ 3, There is no principle, which can be
¢o little depended upon, as a man’s in-
ward feelings; and in nothing does he
expose himself so much to every kind of
delusion. - The feelings are greatly in-
fluenced by ‘the animal spirits, by the
powers of the imagination, and by a
state of health and of sickness. When
we trust, then, to such uncertain guides,
we Jay ourselves open to the arts of every
impostor. Flow difficultis it, with péople
of weak minds to dist.nguish between
the suggestions of a heated imagination,
worked up by the enthysiast to the high-
est pitch of ardour, and the suggestion
of the spirit of God. Weak men are
casily wropght upon and deluded; and
they are soon misled by the beld and
tonfldésit assertions of the hypocrite or
impostor. Various means arc employed
to accomplish their purpoec semetisnes
they are to be agitated by terrors,
at ‘other times seduced by hopes. 'With
such things ‘they are plied imcessantly,
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from the moment they are caught, till
they be complerely secured. he ima-
gination, when once heated, by exercises
of this nature, is never permitted to cool.
Any suggestions, by such means and at
such times, may be prodiced and sup-
ported, whilst all these inward feelings
are nothing more than the delusions of
an over-heated brain. It is melancholy
to have to combat such principles, inan
age, which boasts to be an age of reason ;
and in a country where’ we have the
freest exercise of this blessing.

‘“ From the generzl principles of
Christ’s religion, - e can find no authori-
ty for such delusions; and in the gene-
ral mass of those, who maintain such
principles, we see no improven:ent in
their morals, to justify such exrravagant
pretensions. ‘The allowing 2lso of such
principles is opening a wide door for
every thing that is wild and extravagant,
and is cxposing the religion of Christ to
tte scorn of the unbeliever, by divest-
ing it of every thing that is rat:onal.

¢ Upon this system, we can find no
principle, either to judge of ourselves, or
of cthers. Thesimplicity and plainness
of the Christian system, are some of its
distinguishing excellencies; by our fruits,
according to the declaration of «ur Lord,
are we to be knowa; whilst the extra-
vagancies produced by such feelings,
should be a sufficient warning to man-
kind, '‘not to rcly u;son themm By these
the enthusiast supports all his preten-
sions. Swedenborgh, a man of educa-
tion and rank, under the influence of
such feélings, relates with the greatest
gravity, his journey to the highest hea-,
ven; and so infectious is such influence,
that he has been followed, in his religi-
ous principles by some men of ingenuity
and learming ; and his wriiings, full
absurdiiies, have been translated. and
have had a very extensive circulation.
'The ingen:ous and learned Mr. Wesley,
in his Journals, gives many relations of
his own feeli~gs, and of the feelings of
others, sometimes manifested in trifles,
and sometimes in matters of some im-
portance, but generally containing mat-
ter and circumstances so absurd, as
should be sufficient to discountenance all
confidence in principles so wild and ex-
travagant. -.

¢¢ 4. The following reflections must
naturally suggest themselyes to every
man of “reason, \ hé seriously considers

and the whole of this process.

“ In thefirst place, what must be tl.lg
spirityal pride and presumptioti of those
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- who believe themselves to have obtained
the highest hcpes that can be ¢btained
by mottals? And from the top of that
pinnacle to which they have raised them-
selves, they look down with piry, mingled
with contempt, on all tho:re they have
left below : but in this new character
there is neither charity nor humility,
the most certa n marks of the disciples
of the meek and lowly Jesus. .

¢¢ But, in the second place, what
must be the condition of those, who after
embracing this faith, and after the most
serious a¢:plication and diligence, have
not been able o raisc themselves to this
high distinction : and are too honest to
put in their pretensions? 1s not this
tempting many of them to feign feelings
which they never felt, and to put on the
appearance of joys, which they never
experienced ? And thus they surrender
their integrity to preserve their consis-
tency. But, if in the general tenor of
their lives, we do not see more honesty,
more disinterestedness, &c. than in

other men, we may infer, that the gifts, -

which they have received, are not very
powerful, and come from a source not
_Vvery pure.

“¢ It is certainly, not easy to believe,
that some of the most abandoncd of

mankind (for the more abominable they

are, the fitter subjects for this experiment)
after passing, for a few days, through
these operations, should come out per-
fectly transformed in heart and life, and
become angels of light. We bave no-
thing in nature that we can compare
with this. [t resembles most the trans-
formatiun which the heathen poet has
féighéd ; and it has more the appearance
of magic, than an operation. of rational
teligion. Protestanis ridicule the par-
dons, sold and purchased in the Romish
church, and the casy admission that they
thus gain into the gates of heaven : but
this pew mode surpasses e¢very. thing
which that church ever invented, for
eheapness and e.. pedition. ‘
"¢« Dr. Middléton, in his celebrated Let-
ter from Rome, demonstrates the exact
conformity between Popery and Pagan-
1sm, estal-lishing it, that modern Rome
has borrowed a great number of its re-
ligious ceremonies from that ancient
istress of. the world, .. But .will it not
surpris¢ the Protestant world to learn,
that these wonderful irapsformations are
ficarly a copy of the ancient Pagan myse
teries, ‘practised in Greece, and in other
Parts of the heathen world 2 I will not

\
say they are borrowed; the resemblance
may be purely accidental ; for the s :per~
stiiions of all countriés are nearly related.
The historian in giving an account of
the terrible ceremonies by which the
initiated were received inte their sacred
mysteries, ¢ A mechanical operation,’
says he, ¢ was played off at proper inter-

vals, during the course of the celebra-
tion. Towards the &nd, the whole
scene is terrible; all is trembling, shud-
dering, sweatand aston:shment. Strange
cries and hewlings are uttered. Light

succeeds darkness, various holy phantasies
enchant the sight.. Melodious notes wre
heard from. afar, with all the sublime
symphony of the sacred hymns. The
gupil now becomes free, is admitted to

ear a part in the sacred rites; and then
declared a perfect mdn.’ -

€ It requires a firm miud to

through such scenes with the perfect
use of the faculties. The mind is re-
quired to be in continual exertion, by
night and by day, and upon subjects
often the most horrible. < The deluded
convcrts are labouring to believe and
adopt, what they are tald they must
feel. They are forbidden to enjoy any
of -the common innocent amusements of
society, as a relief to the distressed soal.
They -are Lept constantly on the rack,
and fixed on such exercises only, as are
too powesful for weak minds. It is not
to ‘be wondered, then, that the spirits,
from . this unnatural agiration, should
sink down iu confirmed .melancholy, or
burst out in outrageous madness.. Those
have the best chance of escaping, who
are the least in earfiest in these ope-
rations. An eminent physician, in a late
Treatise upon lospnity. i enumerating

the causes of this nnhappy malady, foun-
ded upon principles taken from the re-
gister of Bedlam, from 1772 to 1787,
assigns QO cases, in that period, to the
effects of false religion : and i1t is 19 be
observed, that this is a larger number,
than from any other cause, excepting
to fever he givés 110, and 115 to heredi-
tary tendency.” (pp- 145<—153.)

ARrt. H.—Z'wo Discourses, preach-
‘edbefore the Unsversity of Cam-
bridge, - on the Doctrine of

. a Particular Pxovidence, and
- oyr Modern Unitartamsm : with
'Nctes, referring to some recent
. Opinions and Publications on
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these Subjects. Bemg the Chiis-
tian 4advocate’s Publication for
"1811. By George D’Qyly.

B. D. Fellvw of Corpus Christe

Caoilege, Cambridge. and Chris-

tean Advocate in Mat Univers:-

ty. Cambridee.” Printed : Sold
by Rivington, & Co. in London.

8vo. pp 86

c By thL will of the late Rev.
Jorw Huwusg, the CHri1sTiAN
ADVOCaTE 15 required to produce
every ycar a pachication; which
mry be an answer to cavils and
objcctins brought against natural
or reveuled religion, or which may
tend to confute ¢ any new or dan-
gerous crror, either of superstition
Or enthusiasm : ??

Hence we may fairly suppose
that the Christian Advocate will
often be among divines,
Laureat usually 1s among poets,
and will illustrate, in hjs own ex-
ample, the disadvantagesof a man
constrained ¢o produce a publica-
tion every year, and to wrltc uitl-
der prescribed restrictions. Kither
Mr. 1b’Oyly has been thus affected
by a scnse of his situation, or the
Unliversity of Cambridge is singu-
larly unhappy in his acceptance
of . the office, which has now ¢¢ dipt
bimin ink.”

In the discourse on a particular
providence, we meet somectimes
with a confusion of ideas, and al-
most uniformly with a want of
clearness and precision, which,
from such a guarter, we should
hardly bave expected, and which
on a subject so delicate and im-
portant, are greatly to be lamented.
It would Have been well if Mr.
D’Oyly had defined what he

nreans by a particular promde'nce '

Much of hls argument is employed
in vindicating the doetrine of pro-
vidence in general: and though he

what the

professes to throw out of consi-
deration (p. 7.) *¢ the cases in
which ‘a miraculous power is ex-
erted,”’ he tells us, nevertheless,
10 the very same sentence, that,
according 1o the plan of the di-
vine government, which is unfolded
in holy wnt, ¢ the Deity com-
passes his particular purposes by
controuling the established - laws
of nature.””> \hat then does the
Christian Advocate undnb[and by
a_miracle ?

By the particular provldcnce of
the Supreme Being, we mean his
application of hxs own general
laws to his various purposes, be
they what they may, in respect of
individuals, to their several ages,
conaitions, tempers, distinctions,
&c. and to the other unseen cnds
of his intelligence and goodness.
This statement of the case, both
explains and enforces thse duty
of ackuow]edgmg him in all our
ways 3 and it shews that, in strict
propriety of language, ‘there.is no
such thing as cizance’* in the crea-
tion.

Mr. D’Oyly remarks wuh truth

that

¢¢ ——the effect on human fcelmgs and
practice, caused by pressing with extreme
closeness the doctrine of a particular pro-
vidence, is nearly allied to that whmh
flows from the chilling principle of fa-
talism.” (22.)

In his first note he produces
passages from the writings of Whit-
field and Wesley, and of their re-
spective followers, which indicsdte
a sad abuse of the doctrine. This
part of his undertaking, however,
was equally needless with the ser-
mon itself; more’ numerous’ ,and

o Lo et 1-aa V'Y

.* Paley's reasoning in his Natural
Theology, (549—.—572) is to be examined,
we conceive, in reference to these ob-
scrvations.
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more pertinent citations havmg
been made by former writers*.
Ot modern Unitarianism Mr.
D’Oyly is, In every view, deplor-
ably ignorant. It is not true
that the- advocates of the belief
which he so denominates, regard
the controversy between their
opponents and themsclves as in-
volving merely speculative tenets.
It is not true that they employ

unjustifiable weapons in the cone

flict ; eager as our auther is to
bring the accusation, his own
note is a proot of his inability to
substantiate it. (c) Further, it is
mot true that the Unitarians invite
any (46) to a “‘hasty, ill-grounded
and premature exercise of their
Jjudgment ;”’ though, on the other
hand, they do not, like the Chris-
tian Advocate, recommend that
men should, ¢ for a time receive
truth on the authority of others,”
and suspend the process of pur-
suing investigation for themselves.
(47). Stll we agree with him that
the question between‘the Un:tarian
and the orthodox writers, is very
far from being néw: it has even
subsisted much - -longer than this
gentleman seems to be aware. (48,
49)., Nor, again, do we object to
the prmczp[c (52) that ¢ it is by
catching the spirit of the sacred
writings, by viewing the texts in
their several bearings, by disco-
vering their geperal scope; .that
scriptural trutk is to be placed s
on its frue basis.”

The Christian. Advoca,te, after
the example of apthors of greater
reputation than himself, has en-
deavoured to throw his strength
of talents and leakning into his
notes, in the last and most tedious

A T

* Thc ‘Barrister, and Dr. Odtram in
kis Extracts, &c.
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of which, he bestows a few ani-

- madversions on the Improved Ver-

szon and on Mr. Belsham’s Calm
Inquiry, &c. For a particular re-
ply, however, to these publica-
tions, hesends his readers to Leslie’s
Dralogues with a Soctnian, which,
if they are indeed ¢ a full, detailed
and specific answer to every main
and important argument on which
the Unitarians are resting with so
much confidemce at the present
day” (72), might reasonably have
saved Mr. D’Oyly the trouble of
this Discourse. Possibly, too, he
might have been more sparing of
his censures on Mr. Belsham and
others, had he known that J. D.
Michaélis, a believer in the divie
nity. of Jesus Christ, had strong
doubts of the authenticity of the
introductory chapters to Matthew s
Gospel*, of the Epistle to the Hea
brewst and of the book of the
Apocalypset.

He observes (82, 83) tbat ¢« whlle-
some texts of scripture angounce
that God will hereafter judge the.
world by that man whom he hath
ordained, (Acts xvii. 31,) all
Christxans have hence derived a.
capital confirmation of the truth
that Christ really possessed in ad-
dition te his human natyre, some
nature of a very superiaor cast.”
And what conclusion, we ask,
can be more unwa.rranted 4 What
more notorious irreverence can you
shew to scripture, than to draw-
from the very passage where Jesus.
is spoken of as a man ordamed by
God, a proof of his Deity,~—and.
this m opposition to anather, (John
v. 27), which declares that he
has ¢¢ authonty to execute judge
ment becauae he is the son of man

e

* mntrod. to N, T. (Marsh’s Trans,)
1 Ib. 544

Vol. 1. .g10.’

4 Vel. IV, 26s.
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While the greatest writersin the
Christian Advocate’s own commu-
nion, differ considerably among
thiemselves in the explanation: of
disprted texts, it ill becomes him
to accase Unitarians of that mu-
tual diversity of interpretation and
opinton which not-even an infalli-
ble church can entirely prevent,
Tt is equally indecorous in Aim to
hazard a sneer (69) at Mr. Bel-
sham’s ¢ rate of intellect and ac-
qtiirement,”” and to connect with
the Imprdved Fersion the name
of that gentlemau, of whose con-
cern in 1t he can know nothing but
in common with the public. As
to this translation itself, we chal.
lenge Mr. D’Oyly to disprove the
assertion ‘that it is an Improved
Versinn: it has at léast the praise
of exhibiling a correcter text of
the Christian Scriptures than pre-
viously existed in our language.

The deficiency of information,
the weuknéss of reasoning and the
abseneéé’ of good manners which
charaeterize ‘this pamphlet, are
not redectiied by any excelléncics
ofstylel - Oh the tontrary, inipro-
priéti¢s and obscurities of expres.
sfof oceur in almost every page :
and we discover examples of in-
cofigtuous’ imagery which would
bardly be tolerable in a fresh man.
. What, for instance, shall we
think of ¢ two opposite extremes
~isboth pregnant with mischrevous
results™ (1), of ¢ a pregrant
source,’’ " being opened (3), of
< tht #nsight into the rhetbods of
the divitie government which is
wnfobdéd ih Holy Writ’” {(7), of
wicertuin ignorance (18), of know-
ledge . l'éuchz'ng with the sweetést
hope e bosom of afflictien (26),
of views §(rking  us with- admira-
ﬁ'oxi;_ 'ivmning us to gratitnde.and
obliging: us to.obediefice’(3T), of
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"an engine of assatlment (33), of
that' imposing «ézn of confidence
which is well calculated to entrap
the unwary (35), and more than
all, of sifting the gencral tore of
Scripture (51), and of a man’s
sole and main intention (68).

It were easyto enlarge this list
of examples of Mr. D’ Oyly’s
bad taste in composition. But
we are called to more agreeable
employments.  ‘Intelligent and
impartial readers, ‘whutever be
their religious opinions, will be
disgusted with his work. His own
University, in particiilar, will blush
and sigh when she contrasts ¢¢ thé
Christian Advocate’s publicdtion
for 1811” with the vigorous and
durable prodactions of her Medes
and her Lightfoots, her Cudworths
and her Spencers, her Beéntleys
and her Clarkes, her Jortins and
‘her Laws, her Jébbs, hér Watsons
and her Paleys! ° 7

| S = .
ARrrt. 111, 4 Defence of the. Antia
. ent Faith; er-Five Sermons in
. Proof of the Christian Religion.
- By the Rewn. Peter Gandolplzy.
8vo. pp. 160. Keating and Co.
Duke Street, Grusvenor Square.
1811. s o
Mr. Gandolphy:“is' & Roman
Catholic Priest—and it was with
us a rhatter of somié Curiosity on
receiving this volume to see how
a preachet of his persvasion would
conduct the ¢ Defente of the An-
tient Faith.? ‘The perusal of the
work has we confess much morti-
fied us; it has forced updh us the
unpleasant a .‘Eﬁéh’en‘sion’ that the
Etiglish AR'O.H{I; ' Cathibli¢d are yet
on 'the lowdst steps of th'e ladder
of society; uninformed, credulous,
bigoted.> : 'Wishing well to' the
Catholic body in ‘thefr strugigle for
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religious liberty, we should be
glad to be convmced that Mr..
Gandolphy is’ below the level of
the priests of. his communion, or
that the priests are less enlightened
and liberal than the laity. >
The ¢ Preface’ is upon the whole
modest, and more Catholic and
less Romzs/z, than the rest of the
publication ; exceptingindeed the
use of the word conventicles, in
connection with an allusion to mo-
dernfanatzczsm, p. 7. In the evil
sense of this word, a Roman
Catholic Priest should know that
it has never so much venom as

when applied to a popish meeting-

house. We suspect, however, that
Mr. Gandolphy, whose name
would secm to import that he is a
foreigner, does not enter into the
nicer shades of meaning of Lnghsh
words; and hence our surprise 1s
somewhat abated at many inaccu-
racies-in his style and many exa
pressions which might otherwise
be thought to indicate an intolerant
spirit.

The sermons are on the follow-
ing subjects,—¢ The Necessity of
Revelation :—The Evidence of a
New Dispensation : — The Evi-
denge of the Prophets :—The Ewvi-
dence which Events offer for Chris-
tiamity :—The Dwmlty of Jesus
Christ,>

It is 1mposs;b]e to analyze these
discourses ; for Mr. Gandolphy
does not argue, nor even declaim
specxously thread-bare maxims
1n vulgar language, quotations from
a narrow set of writers, without
felicity of sclection or pertinence
of apphcgtlon, appeals ' o, the
.scmpmres with an utter 1gnorance
of their connection and import,
the boldest ﬁgures of rhetoric with
an obvious beggary, of thought and
lapguag,e,*mgi age the materials
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with which the volume is con-
structed. ‘The preacher aspires
to the honour of combating philo-
sophers without understanding phi-
losophy,; and addresses the passi.

~ons of the multitude without =a

single qualificztion for populariry.
The following is a favourable
specimen of the discourses :

. $Malachias is the last of the prophets
in fhe order of time; and with him, at
the distance of about 400 years before
Christ, closes that lung tra:n of inspired
characters, who for nearly 3000 years
successively enlightened 1srael. From
that period reigns an unbroken s ‘lence.
No prophet rises in Juda’ (Judah) ¢ te
address the chosen people of God. An
important mement is approaching—all
is hushed into a mysterious calm, a calm
which even for an interval pervades the
universe. At length the angel men-
tioned by the prophet, the Baptist com-

‘ing-forth as the precursor of Christ,

proclaims his arrival to'the Jews, when
be immed:ately appears, announcing
himself the Son of Gaod, the Me-siah,
and accomplishes in his own person all
the predictions of the prophets. He is
borr amongst that peoplea kmg, he lives
amongst them a prophet, and he di¢s
amongst them a vietim, a saviour a,nd a
God. Agonizing, he exclaims with. a loud
voice, Allis consummated, and gives up
the ghost.*  Like Sampsbn, he ‘again
bursts the bonds of death, issues forth
a God from his tomb, and commands
twelve poor friendless and dejected men
to go and establish the Christian religi-
orr throughout the world: - Go, he says,
persecutions shall be your bread. prisons
your palaces, racks your thrones and
martyrdoms your crowns. Scarcely are
the commands received than the whole
world resounds with the n*me of Jesus
Christ who was ¢rucified ; their rapidity
is like ro the rapidity of the torrent, and
their conquests like to the congpests of
a mighty conqueror.’ Pp. 82—sa.

Mr. Gandolphy loads unbeliev.
ers with a variety of epithets of
vualgar reprob.‘ch and he warns his
hearers a amst ‘'social mtercdurse
with ¢ these demons incarnate.”
(p. 95) He is somewhat sally,

“x
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deplorably ‘ignorant, and nct a
little ridiculous in his selection of
objects of abuse; he attributes,
for instance, every folly, vice and
crime to the following ¢¢ heroes of
former ages,”—¢ Solon— Nero—
Plato—Stilpo—Vespasian— Zeno
— Faustus— Cicero—Cnto—Sene-
ca— Lucien® (Lucian); and to
the names ¢ for more modern
times,” of ¢ Shaftesbury, Hume,

&c. (pp 91, 92.) Does this Cath.
olic Priest really believe Shaftes.
bury and Hume to have been the
most immoral of mankind 2 Does
he credit the monkish fables about
Dr. Faustus 2 Outdoing the
monks of the dark ages in igno-
rance, doés he consider Faustus as
a Greek or Roman hero? Whom
docs he mean by °the impious
Boyle ?” p. 18. 'Is it our English
phllosopber and Christian, of that

name, or ‘is it Mr. Gandolphy’s

way of writing the name of Bayle,
the author of the Historical Dic-
tiondry? -

We might ﬁll a sheet with the
blunders, we would hope not wil-
ful and malignant, of this redoubt-~
able Defender of the Faith; but
we are tired with the dlsgusu:)g
employment, and shall only point
out one more piece of ignorance
or notable artifice which disgraces
his volume. ' In his sermon on the
Divinity of Christ, he confounds
that tenet with the Divinity of the
Christian Religion, and. considers
¢ Socinians’ and Infidels as identi-
cal ; he confidently aseribes the
disbelief of Christ’s personal divi-
nity to ¢ pride,” ¢ impiety’ and
¢ unchasmy (pp- 123 and 135) ;
and asseciating Socinus and Vol-
taire, Bolingbroke and Hume, he
asks, ¢ Have they not been in-
famous in their lives, and the apo.
logists for vice?” p. 123. Does

Mr. Belsham’s Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Lindsey.

this hardy calummator know any
thing of the doctrine or history of
the Polish Reformer? We ac.
quit him ef all such knowledge,
and are disposed to believe that
he threw out his slander in the
dark, trusting to the kindred igno-
rance and credulity of his auditors
and readers.

In England, happily, Mr. Gan.
dolphy’s sermons are out of their
proper meridian ¢ to produce the
effect contemplated by the preach-
er, they should be backed by the
Inquisition. The Catholics are,
we think, peculiarly unfortunate
in such a champion at such a mo.
ment ; if indeed, we do not err in
imagining that they will own him
in that character, They ought
to know that the bigotry of well-
meaning Protestants is the obstacle
in their way to liberty, and that
by their own bigotry they -will
dispirit their friends and encourage
their enemies, and fix this impedi.
ment, lmmoveably which would
soon melt away of itself.

ART. 1V. The Christian Clzm ‘ac-
ter Exemplified, in a Dziscourse

~ occasioned by the Death of Mrs.
Hannah Lindsey, and delivered
at Essex Street Chapel, Jan,
26, 1812. By Thomas Belsham.

. 8vo. pp. 35. Johnson and Co.

After some spirited remarks up-
on the character of Dorcas, de.
scribed in the text, Acts ix. 36,
Mr. Belsham proceeds to delineate
the varied excellencies of Mrs.
Lindsey ; which he does with the
pencil of one who knew her inti-
mately and respected her highly.
Had we not already been favoured
with a full account of this distin.
guished friend of truth from the pen
of another confidential acquaint-



" Review.~—Ewvans's Retrospect, &c.

ance, we should take the liberty to
make large use of this funeral
eulogy. | |

- It will not we trust, be attri-
buted to captiousness, if we ven-
ture to remark that we cannot
fully admit Mr. Belsham’s apolo-
gy for such Unitarians as conform
to divine worship which they deem
:dolatrous. (pp. 16, 17.) With
the preacher’s well-known opinions
afd history, nothing, we are fully
awareé, but Christian candour,
could have led him to exculpate
such as act so differently from
bimself; but we are not convinced
that it is expedient in the present
times to censure those who main-
‘tain a high.toned morality in rela-
tion to a religious profession.. Nay,

At appéars to us that in. the same

proportion that we justify such as

bend their conscience to their in- |

tercst, we disparage the high
merits of our Evansons, "Lindseys

and Wakefields, who -sacrificed

everyinterest to conscience.

ArT, V., The Christian Minister’s
Retrospect. Aun Address deli-
. wergd. at Worship Street, Fins-
- bury Square, Sunday Morning,
Nov.. 8, 1811, upon the Twen-
breth _dpniversqary of s Settle-

- ment. gt that  Place.
o 'JE{‘??’”% A"M':
. woed and Co.,
Mr. Evans converts Jacob’s ex-
postulation ‘with Laban, [Gen.
xxxi. 38.] into a memento to hijs

congregation of their long-subsist. -

ing religious connection. The
¢ Address>’ consists of a Review
of the Preacher’s pulpit instruc.
tions ;

-l’yﬁhwpmgza ¢¢ Christian minister,”
namely, the abisolute Unity of God
and Universal Redempticn.

VOL. VY. ‘25

A the principal - topics of -
which have béen such as eminent. .

18J
ARrT. VI. The Fidelity of Paul as
an Apostle and Minister of the
Word, and the subjects of lus
preaching and Doctrine ; A4 Ser-
mon, delivered at Nourth-Gate
Chapel, Halifax, April 28,
1811, By John Williams.
8vo. pp. 20. 1s. Crosby and
Co. |
This 1s a bold review of a
course of faithful Christian preach.
ing ;3 in which Mr. Williams ap-
pears to have declared, according
to hisown belief, the whole coun-
sel of God,—consisting of the¢ doc-
trines of the Unityand placability
of God, of the humanity of Jesus
Christ, and of the availableness
and necessity of a virtuous life to
eternal salvation.

ARt. VII. Pratestantism and
Popery illustrated. Two Let-
- Zers froma Catholic Priest, §c.
$c. By Jokhrn Evans, A. M.
2nd -edition. 8vo. ls. Crosby
and Co. ,
This is a republication, in a se-
parate form, of the ¢ Correspon~
dence between the Rev. J. Bering-
ton and the Rev. J. Evans,” ap-
pended to Mr. Evans’s sexmon
preached at Lynn, and given in qur
present number. (pp. 137—144.)
We notice the pamphlet only to
state that the author bas carrected
and enlarged his own ¢ Remarks,’

- ARTP- VII_I,- A Dialogﬁc between

a Dutch Protestant and a Fran-
ciscan Friar of Dort, with Il-
lustrations and Notes, and an
Address te the Reader. By
Joshua Toulmin, D D. 2n4d ed.
24mo. pp. 34. Eaton., .,

We. reconumend ths small pam.
phlet, for the sake of the monk’s
speeches, to our good brother, the
Eclectic Reviewer. (pp. 92—94.)
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- OBITUARY. -

SIR,

As you have in your last and
former numbers, given an account
of Dr. Percy, 1 have thought it
not unlikely that your readers
might be gratified with the fol-
lowing sk<tch of the character of
his amiable but short.lived suc-
cessor, drawn up by his intimate
friend Dr. Stock, and communi.-
cated 'to 1ne by a near relation
of the d« ceas-d.
| I am, Sir,

very respectfully,
V.F.

Some Account of the Life and
JCharacter of the Rev. Georg
Ha[l, D. D. late Bishop qf

Dromore in [reland.

To pay a just tribute of praise
to departed virtue, is ot only an
amiable prmcxple of our nature,
but a duty which - we owé 1o the
living, in sctting before them ex-
amples worthy of imitation, parti-
cularly when such examples may
be considered as having a direct
and immediate influence upon the
liberal youth of the rising age,
who are justly esteemed among
the fairest hopes and most solid
lsﬁpports of a nation. Of this de-
scription was the late excellent
Bishop of Dromore, whose cha-
“racter”well deserves a more lasting
memorial than the following short
account can bestow, yet even
here will be found some qualities
and virtues that may excite an
ingenuous mind to laudable exer-
tion. He was born in Northum-
‘berland, of a respectable family,
of Whom some were men of learn-
ing and ability. His father was

many years rector of the parisk
of Earsden, one of his brothers was
a fellow of Cambridge, and the
celebrated Brown, who answered
Shafte sbury, was near]y related to
him. = Having received the first
rudiments of ClaSSICd,l education
under an able master, he gave so
early a promise of capacity, that
his friends directed his views to
the University of Dublin, whoss
fellowships are an honourable and
mdependent provision for life; ac-

cordingly, in the year 1770, he
was adinitted a student, with very
flattering prospects of success. In
the undergraduate course, he ob-
tained the highest acadcmlc ho-
nours, to 'which was added a cha-
racter of diligence, sobriety and
good conduct so exemplary, that
he was held in very general esteem;
how much he was esteemed by the
Board, consisting of the Provost
and senior Fellows of the college,
we bave a striking instance, in
their dispensing with a general re-
gulation in his favour, and in con.
ferring upon him emoluments in-
tended exclusively for the natives
of lreland. And he proved him-
self worthy of this unusual grace ;
for some time after, he became a
candidate for a fellowship, and
succeeded; by excellent answering,
on his first trial. This station he
filled above twenty-three years,
the greatest part of the time, as
tutor, in which capacity there.
certainly never was one at any pea
riod, superior to him, for fidelity,
care and judgment, m managing
his pupils. He possessed a clear-
ness and precision, in his manner
of mstructmg, which always sa-
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tistfied the rational studcnt and
conveyed some knowledge to the
most unthinking. As their friend
and adviser he was vigilant and
careful, yet his admonitions were
tempercd with the kindest concern
for their welfare, and his sincere at.
tachment to them gained him their
confidence.in difficulty or distress.
The remaining years of this period
were occupied by his duties as a
senior fellow ; these he discharged
as an actlve, intelligent and up-
right member of the Board, uni-
formly studying the interest of
the University, and the advance-
ment of learning. It should be
recorded. to his honour, that he
was always the confidential friend,

and in many cases the adviser, of
that most highly venerable and
truly Christian character Doctor
Murray, who was Provost at that
time, and also of the present much
esteemed Bishop of Ossory, Doc-
tor John Kearney, and of the in.
genueus and much beloved Doctor
Young, late Bishop of Clonfert
(then senior fellow). Such friend-
ships are the best testimonies to his

merit. We are next to attend him

in a different situation—as an
incumbent of a parish. In the
year 1800 he resigned his fellow.
ship and ‘accepted the living of
Ardstran, in the diocese of DPerry.
Of this extensive and populous
parish, he soon acquired the love
and respect, by an assiduous per-
formance of his varicus duties,
by the propriety of his religious
and moral conduct, by the marked
altention to the wants of his pa-
rishioners, by his general benevo.-
lence and judicious charities, and

all this sweetened by aﬂ‘abxlnty and.

kmdness to every rank and de.
scription of persons;so that it may
be safely affirmed, that never was
pastor in so short a time, so dear

to his flock. Their regret on his
removal when called to 'the Pro-
vostship, was decep and sincere,
yet blended with joy for his pro-
motion. But alas! a late event
has left them no such cousolation;
they cannot, however, terget him,
and though his connection with
them had becn dissolved for seve-
ral years, and like most others
of the kind, would have passed
away unnoticed, -had there not
been in it something peculiarly
endearing ; they mecan to record
their veneration for his memory,
by setting up a marble tablet in
their church, with a suitable in-
scription.  Upon his resignation
of Ardstran, he was raised to the
Provostship of ‘Irinity College,
Dublin, an office for which he was
eminently qualified by talent,
learning, judgment, experience,
temper, manners, and every other
quality requisite for. this arduous
and important station. As a man
both of science and classical eru=
dition he ranked in the first order,
neither did he suffer these gifts to
lie idle ; from the moment of his
elevation he set himself with all
diligence to look into the state
of every department, within his
government or influence, and he
introduced such regulations as
were thought necesary to sup.
ply some defects in the former
system of academic education.
He declined no task to promote
the advantage and honour of the
University. When a scnior fellow,
he for the most part examined
mathematics or history for fellow.
ships, and had he studied his own
ease 'and satisfaction, he might,
as Provost, have confined himself
to the same branches, instead of
whxch, he undertook different and
more important courses, logic and
ethics, and was in all 50 perfect
>
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‘that it is diflicult to say in which
he most excelled. No man in
‘that college it 1s supposed ever
‘examined so many difficult and
weighty subjects aus he did, and
few even in their limited courses
maintained an equal reputation 3

nor were his views exclusively oc-
cupied with these higher concerns,
but extended to the minutest point
of discipline. It was his custom
to attend early prayers at six
o’clock in winter and summer,
that he might set an example of
devotion, industry and self-denial
to the students ; sloth he consider-
ed as the bane ofyouth and nurse
of idleness, and therefore he omit-
ted nothing that could induce
them to become active and diligent.
He was equally ih the maintenance
of good order and good govern-
ment, yet the strictness of his dis-
cipline he admirably tempered with
the courteousness of his manners,
and ‘was popular even with those
whom he was obliged to censure.
Yhus he proceeded in his govern-

ment of the college to the univer-

sal satisfaction of the public, till
hits Grace the Duke of RiChmond,
lord lieutenant of Ireland, in his
accustomed noble spirit of p#tron-
izing men of wirtue and talents,
thought fit to reward his services by
conferring on him the bishopric of
PDromore, vacant by the death of the
late Dr.Percy,and had it pleased the
Almighty to have spared him some
years longer we cannot entertair
& doubt, but that he would have
adorned this high station with the
graces-becoming a Christian bish-
op. Even during the short time
he lived after his appointment, he
tarhed his mind to.the care of his
diocese, enquiring into the state of
his clergy, providing for their con-
stant residence, and forming de-

their several dutres.

Obituary.—Rev. G. Hall, D.D. late Bishop of Dromore.

signs for the faithful discharge of
But he was
destined to view his earthly reward
only at a distance and for a mo-
menty the'day of his consecration,
we may say, closed the scene of
his valuable life; on the next, a
mortal complamt seized his throat,
and, baftling all the efforts of me-
dical skill, hurried him off in a
few days ; he expired in the bo-
som of the present Provost, Dr.
Elrington, who had through his
iliness, watched with the anxious
tenderness of a friend and brother.

The foregoing historical suma
mary has accidentally exhibited
some traits of his lordship’s cha-
racter ; a few more may not be
unpleasing to the reader. He had
early imbibed a principle -of reli-
gion, the only sure and safe guide
of life, and had made it the foun-
dationof his moral condvict; hence,
that sobriety and modesty so re-
markable in his youth; hence,
that regular attendance on -divine
offices and his devout humility in
attending them. His piety was
warm without enthusiasm, sedate
without austerity § he worshipped
in the beauty of holiness, in spirit
and in truth; he was well versed
in theo]ogy, to the study of which
much of his time was deveoted, not
so much from curiosity as con-
science, for he deemed it the duty
of every minister of the gospel, ‘to
be ready always to give an auswer
as to the reason of his hope- such
were his religious impressions. In
his transactions with the ‘wérld be
was stri¢tly just, candid and ho-
nourable, 'hospitable without pa-
rade, and charitable without odten-
tation, a generous relative, a c¢on-
antand sincere friend, espédially
tothose under'the: pressm‘c of sick-
ness or ‘sorrow, when there ap-
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peared in him a most amiable sym-
pathy aud concern joined to his
best efforts to'relieve and-console.
Under this part of his character we
must notomit a feature which might
seem to belong rather to his man-
ners, but we give it a place here
as expressive of fine feelings and
a good heart,—he was one of the
few that prosperity and elevation
improved. His talents were vari-
ous and excellent, a clear percep-
tion, nice discrimination, accu-
rate judgment, quick in discover-
ing, yet cautious _in admitting
proofs. He was seldom deceived
in his Conc&usions; his habits of
thinking were close, yet sufficient-
ly enlarged for the purposes of
method and arrangement, in which
fow excelled him. Itis therefore

to be lamented that he could ne-.

ver be prevailed on to undertake
any literary work for the public;
had he done so, it would have
been a much better eulogium on
him than the present inadequate
attempt, but although those friends
who were best acquainted with
his talents and resources are con-
vinced he would have satisfied his
readers, yet he was either too mo-
dest or too fastidious ever to please
himself. For his manners they
were naturally polite and engaging;
e was fond of society, and fre-
quently enlivened conversation
with'delicate touches of pleasantry
and wit.- His company was
¢ourted by persops of the highest
dig"ni;y and .statiit;)'gé_, whose good
opinion ‘he never failed to concili
ate, élx\{vays_ pjayixig a, prqper defer.

ence to their rank, yet without

ever forgetting what became him.

as a_gentleman, 4 clergyman and
a scholar—in truth, his society was
sought after by every class. There

wds a ,gentleness  and. playfulness

Vanderkemp. Lo 189

in his manner, which won on those
who ‘had net talents or taste for
his higher acquirements, and with-
out laying a restraint on his natu.
ral manners, he equally distina
guished himself, entertaining his
humble parishioners at Ardstran,
or the Viceregal Court at the
Provost’s house. Among his in-
timate friends he used to unbend
with the swecetest familiarity, for-
getting all reserve and yielding to
the overflowings of an affectionate
heart. "Whoever had the happi-
ness. of knowing him well, can ne-
ver forget those delightful scenes
while life and memory hold their
seat. But let us console ourselwes
with the sublime hope that he is
gone to join-an infinitely happier
soclety of just men made perfect,
and to become partaker of the
highest and most lasting pleasure.

1811, Dec. 15, at the Cape of
Good Hope, after an illness of
eight days, Dr. VANDERKEMP,
a distinguished missionary to the
Hottentots, and other nations of
South Africa, under the patronage
of the Missionary Society of L.on.
don. Dr. Vanderkemp was a
graduate of the University of
Edinburgh, had practised' some
years as a physician in Holand,
and had attained . comsiderable
eminence in his. profession, -~ At
that period of life, when the desire
of reqpose induces most -men to re.
tire from scenes of activity and
labour, this- wvenerable man was
impelled. by feelings of the purest
benevolence and most exalied phie
lanthropy, to undertake a mission
to some of the most ignorant, unw
cultivated: and wunpromising of
mankind, :and cheerfully to gxe

‘pose. himself to all the fatigues

and- privations which such st ats
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duous enterprize involved. His
labours were unremitted—his

and his success in promoting civil-
ization and Christianity, in a place
where he found both literally and
morally a wretched wilderness, was
such as to aflford to his benevolent
mind, no mean recompence for
his disinterested and persevering
exertions.

M. Chron.

—

1812, Feb. 17, at Trowbridge,
Wilts, the REv. WirLL1iaM JoNEsS,
minister of the General Baptist
cbarch in that town. He was a
native of Wales and educated for
the ministry, under the Rev. J.
Evans, of Islington. He was very
recently settled at Trowbridge,—
having commenced his labours at
Chichester, where he continued
only a few months—preferring the
situation in which he died, as be-
Ing nearer to his native Principality.
He was ill for a considerable time,
but bore his affliction with exem-
plary resignation. Cut off in the
prime of life, he affords an addi-
tional proof of the precarious
tenurc on which we hold every
earthly blessing. We are born,—
we live a longer or shorter period,
and are buried ! Melancholy would
be this history of the human race,
were it not.for the kope of a blessed
emmortality. - E. >

Islington.

1812, Marchk 5, the day on
which he compleated his 54th year,
MRr- Joun BurTox, of Birming.
ham.  Descended from highly re-
spectable parents, he did not dis.
grace his lineage, for though de-
prived in youth of his father, (Mr,
&. Burton, of Mancetter, War-

pru-
dence was not inferior to his zeal,

Olituary.—The Rev. W. Jones.—Mr. J. Burton.

wickshire,) and early placed  ia
the world, he never suffered temp-
tation to lead him astray from
the path of conscious rectitude.
Though only in the middle walk

~of life, the public and private acts

of charity and beneﬁce’ngc, mn
which he was €ither a principal or
participator, would not have dis-
graced persons in a much more
elevated situation. One leading

~ feature of his character, was the

pleasure he took in training up
young men to habits of industry
and virtue; but his cencern for
their welfare, ceased not when they
quitted his house, for he continued
as long as he lived, a kind and
considerate adviser to them in all
their troubles, and a true and wise
friend to them in their prosperity.
In a word, his life might be taken
as a pattern for imitation by young
tradesmen. Themagranimity which
he displayed, and the danger to
which his person was exposed 1n
the disgraceful riots at Birming-
ham, of 1791, will long be
remembered by many persons still
living. Educated in the princi-
ples of religious dissent, he never
deserted them, and at the time of
Iris death,” had been thirty-nine
yeéars a member of the Olq Meet-
ing congregation: his remains were
interred in the burial ground ad-
joining, on the {4th instant, at-
tended to the grave by his eight
nephews, and several young men,
who deeply felt their loss, con-
sidering him as possessing all the
feelings of a wise and affectionate
parent. He has also left five sis-
ters and two nieces, who féel all
that human nature can on so
mournful an occasien; yet, blessed
be God, they mourn not as those
who have no hope, trusting in the
revelation of their Lord and Savi-
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our Jesus Christ, that at the last
ay he shall again stand on the

earth and that the just and righ-

teous man shall receive the re-
compence of the reward.
Birmingham,
| Marck 12, 1812.

1812, March 11, at Norwich,
Mr. Jou~n WiceerT ROE, aged
30. His death was occasioned by
the bursting of a tumour, which
had formed on one of the principal
arteries A man of more spotless
character will scarcely be found.
Benevolent, cheerful, unassuming
in his manners, he was respected
by all who knew him ; and by his
family and friends he was sincerely
and tenderly beloved. His death
has made a void in their circle,
which must. be long and deeply
deplored, and which cannot easily
be replaced. It is one of those
dispensations of Providénce, which
teaches us the uncertain tenure by
which we hold all our earthly
blessings, and which a firm reljance
on the infinite wisdom and goodness
of our Creator can alone enable
ug to support. -He was early edu-
‘cated in Calvinistic principles, but
he afterwards embraced the great
doctrines of the Unity and supre-
macy of God, and of his 1unfinite

goodness and placability. These

important doctrines ‘he adopted
from sincere conviction, and he
constantly defended them with
firmness. . He exemplified their
effects in bis life. - The meekness,
the unaffected piety, the zeal and
the resignation of a true Christian,
adorned and dignified his charac-
ter ; - they were conspiouous in
every action of his life, they
formed the charm, which endeared
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him to his friends, and to all who
knew him. Nor will the graces
of his mind alone be embalmed in
their remembrance. Mr. Roe
was gifted by nature with a voice
of almost unexampled power,
sweetness and extent. 'To this he
had added an uncommon facility
in reading music. It was his most
favQurite amusement. His taste
was formed on the best models;
his perception was remarkably
nice, and his judgment accurate.
He was a bigot to no school in
music, but his two favourite com-
posers were Handel and Webbe.

- His remains were interred on
the Sunday after his death, and
he was followed to the grave hy
the tears of his relatives and friends,
and by the blessings of the POOT,
If a stranger had witnessed his
funeral, he would have supposed
some great public. character was

‘deceased, so large was the number

of persons present ; but the tribute
was paid, not to exalted rank, to
title, to splendid talents, but to
modest worth, to active benevoe
lence—in a word, to the virtues
which adorned and graced.the life
and character of a true Christian,
Norwichk, . - E °T.
March, 18, 1812.

1812. Marckh 18, at his house
at Wuimbledon, JouN Hoxne
ToexE.—This extraordinary man
has flourished so long, and acted a
part in the world “so remarkable
and diversified, thatit is not within
our limits to attempt any outline
of his life.  Neither, indeed, is it
necessary, to those who are atal
acquainted with literature or our
domestic history for the last forty
years, to delineate & man,who has

t
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‘been so conspicuous in both. We

~ consider his literary character to

" be already immoveably fixed, and
that there is'no man of ingenuity,
who does not lamentto seetheclose
of his philological labours. As a
"marm of wit and general talents, he
will be likewise allowed on all
hands to stand in the highest rank ;
‘as a companion, well. bred aﬁable,
‘cheerful, entertaining, instructive,
anddin raillery tc have been perhaps
without an equal.—But when we
proceed to his polmcs, we find
ourselves on contentious ground,

and feel the embers hot under our’

feet. Gay and lively in his general
‘habits, here only he was inflexible
and severe. Whether it was the
‘love of mankind or impatience of
power, let men dlspute according
to their fancies. lt 1s a sufficient
~ motive for our praise that he was
COnstantly on the side of freedom.

—We, ourselves, who have always’
Ppreferred, from love as well as.

‘principle, to, tread in the footsteps
of "anotheér’ leader, -may have
thought Nr. Tooke culpably fas-
tlchous ‘and intractable. But, to
say nothmg of his just conﬁdence
in himself, he must be allowed to
have had some ground for caution
and distrust in forming connections
. with public men : for he had sup-
ported Wilkes, and was betrayed ;
and had united with Pitt, dand was
persecuted.—By those who - are
ready to approve every.encroach-
Jnent of power, his Mntmgs may
still. be termed libels,,and his con-
duct turbulence. Yet the mation
l)as long siace come to agree with
respecting the American war,

and the ‘‘ murders of Lexington ;”’
and if.the judgment of a jury shall
be confirmed by posterity, the in-
famy that was prepared for, Tooke
‘may fall on his prosecutors. At
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any rate, the snpporters of future
administratiens will probably be
satisfied with classing him among
the Hampdens, the Miltons, and
similar disturbers of quiet govern.
ment and order.—In his public
character, ie may fairly beallowed
the praise of being disinterested,
for he expoeod himself to suﬂ'eungs
and loss when he failed, without
personal advauntage from success,
Nor let it be thought that his ex< .

-ertions in the cause of liberty were

vain, because they were so gener-
ally repelled The abuse of | power
has no greater. restraint than ‘the
dread of some stubborn mind,
which fines and prisons cannot
subdiue; and we are persuaded.
that ministers and even judges,
have sometimes .been awed into
moderation, by a man who not
only sacrificed to liberty, but was
willing to yield himself up as the
offering.—'I'he marked and invete.
rate hostility which he so long in-
dulged against the purestand most

‘disinterested .patriet of eur-times,
‘took its rise:in the memorable pe-

riod of 1782, when on .the demise
of the Marquis .of Rockingham,
‘Mr. Fox felt himself compelled
‘te resign, . in consequence of the
appointment of thg Earl of Shel-

.burne te:be First Lord of the Trea-
* Sl‘ll'y..

Mr. Tooke closely . allied
himself with, and became the ac-
tive . partizan . of that minstry ;
and though in the end he detected

the inordinate lust of power, at the

shrine of which Mr.. Pittsacrificed
every principle of his youth, Mr.
Toake never scemed to forgive the
keenetr> penetratien of - Mr. Fox,
in discovering at once, the real
chiracter.and views of that youth-
ful statesman. . Added to which,
Mr. Tooke had .in his nature 2
jealous and unrelenting enmity to
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all intellectual endowments supe- his eyes, and seeing who offered
rior to his own, He would be the the draught, took the glass and
master of his circle. He did not drank the contents with eagerness.
envy Mr. Fox his political superi- He had previously observed, that
“ority more than he did Mr. Porson he shouid not be like the man at
his literary attainments-—and this Strasburgh, who, when doomed
humour was not of a character to to death, requested time to pray,
be corrected by age. We fear it till the patience of the magistrates
went with him to his'death-bed.—_ was exbausted, and then, as a last
Mr. Tooke was in the 77th year of expedient, begged to be permittcd
his age. He had been for several to close his life with his favourite
weeks in a declining state, and amusement of nine-pins, but who
had lost the use of his:lower ex.- kept bowling on, with an evident
tremities. A few days ago, mor-. determination néver to finish the
tification appeared and rapidly ad. game.—He desired that no funeral
vanced. Dr. Pearson, Mr. Cline, ceremony should be said over his
Mr. Tooke’s two daughters, and remains, and that six ot the poorest
Sir Francis Burdett, attended on men in the parish should bave a
him, and he was informed that guinea each for bearing him to the
his dissolution was approaching. vault which had been prepared in
He signified, with a placid look, his garden. '

that he ‘was fully prepared, and
had reason to be grateful for hav.
ing passed so long and so happy a
life, which- he would willingly

M. Chron. EIarclz 21.

~1812. Jan. 16. At Upminster,
Essex, JAMES EsDAILE, Esq.—

have had extended if -it had been a man, endeared to his neigh.
possible, He ex sed much bourhood by that active benevo-
satisfaction that he should be sur. lence, which rendered him at once
rounded in_ his last moments by an example and a blessing; to
those who were most dear to him. his family, by the habitual extrcise
He professed his perfect confidence of all the gentler affections, which
in the ecxistence of a- Supreme constitute the charm of domestic
Being, whose final purpnse was life; to his personal friends, by
the happiness of his eréatures. -the cordial interest, which he took
‘The eccentric facetiousness -for .in all their concerns; and to the
which he was so remarkable, did friends of rational Christianity, by
hot forsake him ‘till ke became thesteadiness of his religious prin-
speechless, and even then his looks ciples, and the corresponding fruits
wore an ‘aspect of cheerful resig- of'a good life.——For the early im.
nation. A short time before his pressions of that.piety, Whl_Cb.'COl!-
death, when ‘he was supposed to stituted -a prominent feature in his
_be in'a'state of entire insemsibility, charscter, he was indebted to the
Sir - Francis Bundett ‘mixed up a care of his excellent mother, Lady
~-dordial for:him, which his medical Esdaile; ahd the seed thus sown,
frietids  told: the ‘Baronet it would with: maternal solicitude, was che-
‘be -to’ mo :purpose ‘to-administer, rished in its growth, under the
- buit + Sir.: Franecis persevered in ministry of Dr. Jas..Fordyce, than
-offering it, - #nd' raised' Mr. Tooke. whom no :preacher knew better
~with thatview,—helatter opened the happy -art - ¢f ‘applying the
V@i VII, 2 ¢ ) ’ -



104

truths of religion with effect, to
the conviction and improvement of
youth., But ¢ though Paul may
plant, and Apollos water, it 1s
God that giveth the ircrease;”
and he gives it, not by any super-
natural mterference, but by bless-
ing the diligent use of our own
powers, when sincerely exerted in
the search of truth. In religion,
as well as in science, those who
would be educated well, must edu-
cate themselves. ‘
the elements of knowledge, they
must combine, arrange, and im-
prove them, till they are formed
into consistent notions, and become
leading principles in the mind,
impelling and regulating 1ts move-
ments, and producing that harmo-
ny ofaction, which principle alune
can ensure: This can be accom-
phshed only by personal medita-
tion and research ; by taking our
creed, not from the authority of
man,'but from the word of God.
Such was the course pursued by
Mr. Esdaile, who devoted a large
portion of his leisure to the exami.
nation of the sacred volume, and
has left ample proof, in his manu-
script notes, of the diligence and
impartiality, which he employed
to discover and apply its genuine
‘doctrines. The consequence was,
that the devotional - spirit, ‘which

he had so happily imbibed in- his -

tender age, was ‘enlightened and
guided, as he advanced in years,
by the most liberal views of the
Christian dispensation, and settled
into a habit of piety, uniformly
cheerful ; equally remote from
the coldness.of formality,

but well regulated, and always.
conngcted in his mind with the:
formation of a virtuous character.
This devotional spirit wassaccom -

Having received:

and the:
intemperance of fanaticisin ; warm, .
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panied ifi ' Mr. Esdaile, as it gene.
rally is in minds.of much sensibi-
lity, by a congenial taste for those

“beauties of nature,; . which elevate

the soul so pleasingly to the foun-
tain - of beauty, and-of all "that
exalts and delights the rational
man. Whilst his body and his
mind were in health, he al-
ways expressed the highest satis-
faetion, In surveying that sublime
and romantic scenery, which ac-
cords so well with pious feeling,
and disposes su much to a cordia
acquiescence in all the ways of
divine wisdom. This acquiescence
was secverely tried on difierent
occasions, by domestic losses, pe-
culiarly distressing ;3 and few men
havé ever discovered more than he
did,- of that genuine resignation,
tounded upon Christian principles,
which, without outraging the
feelings of nature,  checks her
murmurs, and enforces submission,
even when she is deeply wounded
in' the tenderest part.—Mr.. Es-
daile was educated a dissenter ;
and the habit of thinking for him-
self confirmed him in dissenting
principles. He was fully alive to
‘the importance of fixing the right
of private judgment upon a wide
and solid base: and when the in-
terests of truth and freedom were
at stake, no man was better dis-
posed to come to their aid, Loth
with his substance and his person.
al exertions. In the support and
‘management of onr charitable in.

‘stitutions, his advice and his exer-
tions were prompt and disinterest.

ed ; and no support was ever less

‘ostentatious, or less actuated - by

vainy’ glory. - ¥For. a simplicity,
‘bordering upon.diffidence, was the
basis of his. mental cbnstitutien ;
and, though hewas active in-en-
couraging and:conducting public
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trusts, as well as private charities,
he was never heard cither to boast
of his own exertions, or to depre-
ciate the labours of those who co-
operated with “him. ~ Not only
these trusts, but the dissenting in-
terest at large, have sustained,: by
his death, an irreparable loss. In
truth, the loss is not confined to
dissenters, any more than were
his expressions of kindness, and
labours of love. He was not the
furious advocate of a sect. Though
firin to the principles, which he
had deliberately embraced, he en-
tertained the most perfect good-
will to men of every denomination,
who conscmntlously adopted opi-
nions the most contrary to his own.
His nature and his crced were
equally remote fromn that bigotry,
which converts speculative discus-
sions into a ground of enmity, and
dignifies bitterness of spirit, with
the name of holy zeal. He readi-
ly allowed to others the same pri-
vilege of judging which he claimed
for himself, and thought the Cath-
olic equully entitled with the
Presbyterian to thuse civil immu-
nities, which are the nght of all or

&>

- Mrs. LGdsey. )
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of none. Hla opm‘ihn was, that dif-
ferences in religious belief, are no

_just cause either of private enmity

or public exclusions, and that the
most essential part of Chnstlamty
1s to hold the unity of the spirit
in the band of peace. To the lis
berality of Mr. Esdaile in this re.
spect, all his fiiends can bear an
ample testimony—and none more:
than the writer of this humble tri-
.bute to his memory.

Mrs. Lindsey. |
We are informed by a respected
friend, that there is a trifling error
in I\Irs. Cappe’s Memoir of Mrs.
Lindsey. “¢ So far from becom-
ing speechless, the day after she
was taken ill;y (see p. 117) she re-
taincd her speech and her faculties,
till Friday atternoon. On Friday
morning, she inquired particularly
and by name after the sick and
poor in her neighbourhood whom
she was accustomed to relieve.
About one in the afternoon, she
was seized with a fit, and after
that the spoke but 'little, and very
inarticulate]y and rambling.”

== ——
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INTELLIGENCE

Letter to the Rev. Dr. Marsh,
Margaret Professor of Divinity
in tlzc University of Cambridge;
. occastoned, by his Address to
t/le Senate of that Um'vgnszty

. DEAR .SIR,,

I beg to return my hest ac.
knowle&gments far . the conmuni-

cation of your Address tao the
Senate of Cambridge ; w,h1¢h I the.
more’ strongly feel as a, mark of
your kind attention, as I have not

'the honour of" belongmg to that‘
Umversnty and as itis a.consider- .
able time since I bave been so for.

tunate as to have bad an oppor..
tunity,of meeting you. You were
perhaps not aware’ that'you were
sending your Address to a mema-
ber  of the British and Foreign
Bible Society; but I accept, as
a proof of kindness, your can-
did and friendly admomtxon, which
affords me an opportupity of jus-

tifying myself to you; as a-Church

of Kngland man, for contnbytmg
my assistance to that mstltuuqn.

I never indeed before tholght
it necessary to offer any apology
for so doing; . for though [ was
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aware,: betore I engaged in the
Soctety, that it had been repre-
sented as dangerous to the Church,
it appeared te me that this charge
had been so completely refuted,
that it is with no less surprise than
regret that I now learn that 7you
siill think it well founded.

The sole and exclusive object of
the Bible Society, so far as it re-
spects the United Kingdom, -is
THE CIRCULATION OF THE AU-
THORIZED TRANSLATION OF THE
SCRIPTURES, WITHO¥T NOTE
OR CoMMENT. I should as a
member of the Church, be very
~sorry to think that the devout
study of the ScriPTURES could
lead to the disregard of. our LiI-
TURGY ; onthe contrary, I'should
hope that it would produce a
more general acknowledgment of
its excellence, as it originally, at
~ the period of the Reformation,
- led, through the blessing of Divine
Providence, to its estabhshment..
TrE BIBLE, says Chillingworth,
and -THE BIBLE ONLY, 1S THE
RELIGION OF THE PROTES-
TANT; it is the sole basis of the
CuayrcH of ExcrLAND, and the
only one on which you, I am sure,
would wish te place it. But you
observe, that you can have no
guiarantee, that as the power of
the Bible Soctety increases, other
objects, inimical to the Church,
will not'in time be associated wrth
the main ObJECt. Fo this I an-
swer, thit so long as the members

of the Church take part in the

Bible Socmty its very cotistitution
wilt afford such a guarantee as you
desire. ,

are qpnktant members of - the na.-
ing . commnttee,\ in which they
aI ays preside ; and of the other

large

“The PresipENT, and ali
the- VICE—PRESIDEN’TS without -
excépﬁon, are (}hurchmen and-
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members of this committee,- the
Churchmen are equal in number
to'all the Dissenters of different
sects ; so that in every question tke
Church must have a constant majo-
rity ; and in the general meetings,
in which alene all points affecting
the ceonstitution of the bocnety
must be decided, the members of
the Church must havea weight in
proportion to their numbers and
consequence. In proportion, there-
fore, as Churchmen of talents,
rank, and influence join the socie-
ty, this- preponderance must in-
crease. . Among the ViCcE.PRE-
SIPENTS are already numbered
ofic of the ARCHBISHOPS OF IRE~
LAND and rive ENGLISH AND
Two Irrsu Bismors. I doubt
whether the SociETy FOR PRO.
MoTING Carrstian. Kyow.
LEBGE, Which now, as you observe,
enjoys the countenance of the whole
episcopal bench, was,- at so short
a period from its formation, hox
noured with the support of so
a body of the prelates; and
I should hope the time might not
be far distant when the two socie-
ties may equally flourish under the
general -patronage of them alk
This would appear to me the most
effectual remedy for any supposed
danger from the dissentinginfluence
tn the BisLe Sociery. Bat
what is the remédy you propose 2
—That all Churchmen should
withdraw-themselves from the So-
ciety, and leave it wholly -in’ the
hands ‘of theé DissenvERS. If

‘any-vhing can'make the Sotiety

dangerous, this ‘must -do ity be.
cause there¢ would’ then -be ' neo
check to. any séctarian gpirit which
might intrdduce - itself, and which
must be unaveoidably irritated by
so harsh; and I think so unjust an
indication of jealousy. But even
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if na: sénfiment of resentiment
shotild:be exeitefly one of two con.
sequences must ¥nevitablyrfollow @
either the Society, being deprived
of the hope of further support,
and crlppled by the loss of its pe-
Cunitary means, and of many of
its most valuable members, would
wholly expire, or sink into insig-
nificance: or else the dzssentmg
interest, making up for these losses
by more extensive sacrifices, and
an mcrease of zeal and actvity,
and availing itself of the assistance
of the foreign societies already
formed, would carry on tke Insti.
tution in nearly the same manner
as before.

In the first case you would have
crushed an  establishment whic¢h
‘has done myore for the diffusion of
CarisTianiTY than has been ef-

feeted in the same space of time:
' scientzously ocowoperate,

in any age since the APOSTOLIC;
whichh has in SEVEN YEARS been

the means of preaching the Gos.

pel in FIFTY-FOUR LANGUAGES.
This would indeed be putting out
one. of the eyes-of Britain, |

to transfér to the body of DiissEN.
TZRS all: the horour and influence
of whatever: has been : done, and
whatever may be done, by an In-
stitution, of which the' dawn has

been saglonous, but which is visi+-

bl y rising into-brighter day.~Shall
it 'besaid that' the DiIsSENTERS
ALOY'® have ¢artied the Worp
or Gon TO EVERY WATION 'UN.
DER - ‘HEAVEN {1’
Omtfnczn oF ENGuARD cofatinue’
to'thaim the leadin part in ‘this
important work ? E

Cliurch of England stand so secure
upon '& narrow and -exclusive pos
licy, - 'BY ' DESERVING THE

~ov shull ' the' té coincide.
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‘The evils of either alternative
seem to me equally fatal and ine-
vitable. I am far from undervalu.
ing the efforts of the SocrLery
FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN
K~nowLEDGE. I am an old mem-
ber of that Society, and am hearti-
ly disposed to lend any assistapce:
in my power to.its useful plans,
But how little, either that, or.any
other society now existing, would -
be competent to supply the place
of the Bible Society, the experi.
ence of above a century has shewn.
Even supposing (what I think im-
possible) that it might be made, -
in some considerable degvee, to
answer the same purposes, I.see
superior advantages in the present
constitution of the BIBLE SocLEa
TY. Theca-operation of CHURCH-
MEN and Di1ssENTERS iz religlous
matters, so far as they can con-
seems to.
me - one of the most efficacious
means of lessening both the poliliy.
cal and réligious evils of dessent.
It dispels prejudices,  promotes

. candour and good will, and mug¢
The other altérnative would . be-
. of that truth which every onec per-

prepare the mind for the reception

ceives t6 be no less the object of
those who differ from him than
his own. From such .a commu-~

.nication, the Church of England

has nothing to fea.r and eyery
thing to hope : as holding (#n our

Judgmgnts ‘@t beast): that middle

line of truth in which atl oppodite’
opinions have a naturél tendency:
And ‘is  that. truthk
more likély to' be acknowledged
and embraced by’ minds embittered:

nd :can  the' by mutual jedlousy and ‘aversion,

or by!sach us hdve been previous-
ly softened by cbnciliation ? -
“The: existefice of dissent will per.‘

nnp:wmds, AND UNITING TEE haps he inseparable from religsous

PRAYERS OF ALL PEOPLE, NA-
TIONS, AND LANGUAGES !

Jreedom,

so long as the mind of
man is liable to error; but it is
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not - ﬂﬁreasonable to hope that
hostility may cease where perfect
agrecment cinnot be establisked.
If. we cannot RECONCILE ALL
OPIN]IONS
UNITF ALL HEARTS.

for troubling you with arguments,
which must probably have becn
'ﬂrvady brought before vou, as 1
know Your opinicns are not taken
up hdstlly and lightly.
have thought it necessary to state
such as have chiefly induced me

to consider my taking a part m-.

the concerns of the! Blble Society
not orﬂy as consistent with, but as
a’ proof of the smceuty and
warmth of my
Church of England ;
still, -on reflection, seem to me to
have so_ much weight, that,
from repentmg of what 1 have
done,. I ‘fecel convinoed -1 shall
ledast “0f all repent ¢f it as 1 ap-
proach TMAT STATE IN WHICH
THE DISTINCTION OF ‘CHUREH-
MAN AND DISSENTER SHALL
BE NO MORE.’ |
I am, &c.
(Slgned) N. VANSITTART

“Gireat George Street,
1+ 4th Dec. 1811.

P—

.. Unitarianism in America.

‘Jﬂ"our article of ‘intelligence,

under this head, we alluded (p. 57,)
to a-pote in. Mr. Grundy’
mon,* at Liverpool, (reviewed in
our ' last number, pp. 107, 108,).
as.corrohorating the statement of
our correspondent. -We have since
received from a friend,  a  letter
addressed to-Mr. Grundy, on the

subjeet of the note referred to, by
a respectable: young clergyman,

‘England. .

Tet us endeavour tu’?
7 We shall first insert as much ofithe
I 'ought. perhaps, to apolomze‘

But 1

attachment  to the
and which -

far
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lately on a visit from America to .
Asthis letter is.on the

subjdet of our own statement, as

‘much as Mr. Grundy’s, candour

induces us to give it to our readers.

note as is animadverted on by-the .
letter-writer. It may be proper
to premise that we are well-assured
of our correspondent’s correctness
in describing his own impressions; -
and 1t 1s but justice to Mr. Grundy
to state, that he received his in-.
formation from ¢ a friend who has
been a considerable. time resident
in the. United States”’ Ebp.

Extract Jrom a Note n .M'r
. Grundy’s Sermon. ~

RIB T may be nuerestmg, ? [Mr.
Grundy 1s here quoting from' his
friend’s Letter] “¢ to the friends of
Unitarianism, to be informed, that
the doctrines*which they consider
as consonant to the genuine prin- .
ciples of Christianity, have already

~made very considerable progress

in the northern and eastern pa.rts\
of the United States. For several
years, these doctrines. have been

-spreading rapidly in the town of

Boston ; and at present, an open.
professnon_ of them is made, by the
most popular and influential a-
mong the clergy there.—Nor is
this change by any means .con-

fined to the teachers of religion,

inasmuch as a gentleman of much

. talent and: very high celebrity in
s Ser..

America,.in speaking on this suba

. Ject to- the writer of; this artigley,

said "that he ;did not -think. there :
were two persons .in Boston who
believed - in the doectrine of -the
Trinity. - This assertion, though
it. certainly cannot be intended to
bse literally understood, may serve
to shew the great prevalence of
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Unitarianism ;. in farther proof of
which, it may be well to mention,
that ‘a very large and expensive
place of worship, which has. been

recently erected to enforce Calvin-
istic doctrines, has completely
failed, and it was expected would
be sold to 1ts opponents. An in-
telligent bookseller in Bostony” has
republished Griesbach’s Greek Tes.
tament, (the first work in that
charactex which has been printed
in America,) and the Improved
Version of the New Testament.

One thousand copies of the former.

work were subscribed for by Har.
vard College—-—-dn academic insti-
tution, which is de‘ervedl_) consi-
dered as the first in the United
States. 'The office of President of
that college hd.VlI](" lately become
vacant, Dr. Knrkland, a professed .
'Umtarnn, ‘was elected by a great
majority . of votes.— Until very
recently Unitarianism has been
confined to the town, of Boston,
but at the last annual meeting
of the congregational clergy of the
states of Massachusets and Con-.
necticut, it appeared that upwards
of 100 ministers, declared them- .

selves converts. to ;the new. doc-.. ,

trines. The town of Boston con- .
o
tains (according to, the last census) -
upwards. of 33,000 inhabitants.
£¢
ministers in this town,” says ang-.
ther friend, ¢ cight are either Ari- _
ans or Humamtanans. Nothing.
like Calvinisin is to be heard.”—
pp-. 26, 27. ,

Letter to the Rc'v. Mr. Grindy,
| Manchester. N

| Loudun, Feb. 20, 1812..

, REV & Dear an.

Mr. ——— was knpd egough
to lend . )¢ 4 sermon, which, you,
delivered a short time since, at the

Out of nine. COngregauonal ?
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opening of a chupel in Liverpool.. It
contamq, towards the close, a note,
respecting the suppos.d proores\ of
Unitarianism in the norxhurn and
castern parts of ‘the U. btates,
and partlcu)drly in Boston. As I
am a native of that pldce2 and

excepting a short visit ‘in’ this
country, have constantly resided
there, and, from my acquaintance

as a student of divinity, with most
of its ministers, and attendance
upon . their preaching, have had

the best opportunity of knowing
their sentiments, as well as the
general state of religious opinions
among us, I hope you will pardon,
dear Sir, the liberty 1 am taking,
of mentioning some misstatements
in your note. Tht accouunt it gives
of the general prooress of Unitaria
anism in America, 1s certamly in-
correct. I will first mention a
few facts, for which I can answer,
with reSpect to Boston ; and I
think you will see, that the gentle-
man, who gave you the mforma.
txon, on, which you relied, in his
zeal for Umtarlamsm hasimagined
occasions for triumph, Wthh do
not exist.

We have, in Boston, twenty-one
placesfor public worship. Of these,
ten are'Congregational or Indepen-
dant Bun;here arealso two Epitsco-
alian, in which the service of the
Church of England is read, with no
other alterations, than those, which
are adapted to the differént state of
the country. Of course, all the
Trinitariandexologies, the address-
s of the Litany, &c. are used.

of One of the clergymen is an high
.Churchmd,n,, and I believe I am-

. correct in saying, that both are dea
cgded Trinitarians. There are also
three Baptis¢ churches, the minis-
ters of whith, d.qgi their leading
hearers are Calvmlsts and Cal-
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take to say, whether they are
Arminian or Calvinistic, for I
scarcely ever attended them, and
indeed, 1 believe, the distinction,
s0 common in this country, be.
tween the Wesleian and thie Whit-
Heldian Methodists ig very litile
known in ours. At least, in com.
mon with the Baptists they are
decided Trinitarians, and both
pray, and preach as if this were a
doctrine abaolutely essential to
~Christianity.:  "THi$ “rertainly

1ot consistent with your fmend S .
very wide declaratlon, that “¢ he
did not think there were two per-

sons in Boston, who believed %)

the Trinity.” Yrm see, that of
our twenty-one churches, there’
are seven, at least, that are Cal.
'Wmstlc or Trimitarian., Indeed,
you wo"uid h’éi'dly look for Umv
t’afiﬁmsﬁ: athong our’ Methodtsts
Or Igé‘“ﬁseSQ ,
| But it 98, 1 resiixﬂc to ‘the
cong{egational churches, that your
friend’s account must chiefly fefer.
With the ministers of thése I am
well acqnamted I have aHvays
heard their prédching, ' dtid} 45
student of divinity, [ conﬁtﬁdtl‘y
‘attenided for two or three Yyeais
their monthly ieetirigs, When they
frequently conveise ‘upon their re. -
ligious opinions. This Assoti. i

mamthlned

I wil not tma’e’r-

g .
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I ‘was in Boston,
s Wiariafisin Syl
Heter hedrd HimEspres
of the person of Christ, and it was
rather from inference, that I could
siy he held them. Many of his
people are widely dlﬁ'rarent from
him ; and, with the exceptian of
“tWo m ﬂﬁ'ée or, at most, four or
five “heads of SJamalies, 1 may
safely say, ‘that there is scadrcely
a parishionerin Boston,who would
1ot be shocked at heartng his
minister préach the p(,cuharltles
of Unitarianism.
- -'There is ohe chureh in Boston,
“which ¥y ‘perkiaps Bedaid to be
founded on Unitarian principles.-
Dr. Freeman, of King’s Chapel
'with his church, about thirty years
.ago, adopted an amcnded Liturgy.
But if you will admit, what Mr.
Belsham lﬁ‘ﬁiself very fairly stated,
€€ that no’nian ‘can-justly be called
by tlfé harie 6 4 plirty, untess e
wiltingly, ah8  Gf he'be ' nisiseer)
to a ‘certiini ‘degtte, ' opeitly ‘%-
’khowledge hitniself of tHat
Dr. Fréeman can hardly be &on-
“ sidetéd as an exception to the great
majority of ‘his bréthren. For
though on other subjécts he 1is as
-explitit- atid ‘ufireserved, as he is
dble and inteélligent, I never heard
hith ex'press an ‘Unitarian senti-
mient ; dnd I believe, he carefull
“‘Wmi}s it in ‘the pulplt, because 1t
ht unnecesdarily disturb some

dxd not preach

atien” 1is compOSed not only' Ofﬂﬁw iighearers.—'There 1s now, one

‘But ' of
Howns.
t‘Wenty

'the ministers of Boston,
$everal of the newhbounn%
Of ‘these gentlemen abo

m number, ‘there is only

Tnore: -gentleman in Bosmn, ‘who
with his intimate friends ‘méy, per-
haps, be considered an Unitarian;
s bat he maintajps the same cautious

whom, from a’n thing 1 evéfhe’at‘d‘ reserve ; and from neither his ser-
Wi Gter cier i Frdale Ubdn mobk, b prlydr, Tof b privai
’his pul ’ft 1, or "‘body conversatl bﬁt;hl 'niﬂm that
' wou’lthﬁveaﬂ tto YI%W A “HENs din - ni“t’érxa.n. oW'even

“{ariin. Even vhi

is gen¥lethaty, wheén - ddriigwdse, Whit 1 hardly thidk I
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have a right to do, that these three
gentlemen are Unitarians, to what
can all this prudent reserve be as.

cribed, but to their cgnviction, -

that the preaching of Unitarian
doctrines, would be offensive to
their hearers, and injurious to
their usefulness? In truth, the
congregational societies of Bos-
ton, as are most of those in
the country, are composed of
hearers of various opinions. ‘Some
of them are Calvinists, some of
them, Arminians 3 perbhaps the
greater part, without having mia
nutely investigated, or having any
very distinct views of the shades of
difference among them, entertain
a general liberality of sentiment.
But as I personally know, from
instances too of those, who attend
the three gentlemen, 1 have just
mentioned, they regard the doc-
trines of Unitarianism as unscrip-
tural, and incoasistent with the
great object and spirit of Christi-
anity. - -

Of oeur other seven congregati-
onal ministers, two are very deci-
ded Calvinists. One of these is
the minister of the .new church
you mention. I know not how
this church flourishes at present,
but it was opposed, not because
it was founded upon Calviifism,
for this would be altogether in-
consistent with our love of religious
freedom, but on account of the
intolerant spirit, some of its first
patrons displayed. Our other
five ministers, if I must use so
many names, which I do not like,
are very far from Unitarians. You
say they are all Arians or Unita.

rians ; as if these were very nearly

the same. But'I assure you, they
would contend for a very great
distinction, and kolding, as I be-
licve they do, high and cxalted
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views of the persvn and mediation
of Jesus Christ, resting on the
merits of his atonement his cross
and passion, and zcalous to pay
the honoury which they believe due
to his name, they would, I think,
be very unwilling to be confounded
with the followers of Dr. Priestley:
Some of them, I know, are utterly
opposed to the sentiments and spirit
of Unitarianism.

You say, that Dr. Kirkland is a
professed Unitarian, and ‘mention
him, as if his election to the pre-
sidency of Cambridge University,
were a decisive proof of the preva
alence of your sentiments among,
us. Dr. K, was formerly one of
the ministers of Boston, and whata-
ever his particular friends may
think of his opinions, he never
preached these sentiments. Nay,
1 may venture to say, that had Dr.
Kirkland been-an acknowledged
defender of Unitarianism, he would
not have been elected to that place.
Unitarianism is tod unpopulay’ in
the country, and his friends, who
are at the same time, the: friendd
and governors of the University,
with all the respect they most just.
ly entertain for his exalted talents
and -character, and particularly
for his candid and liberal mind,
would, I believe, have deemecd it
necessary to sacrifice their private
wishes, and consulted the interests
of the University in electing a
President, whose sentiments were
more agreeable to the great body
of the Massachusett’s clergy, of
which ex-officio, he is generally
considered the head, and to the
sentiments of the community at
large. Had a decided Unitarian
been elected, I really believe,
that the number of the students
would have been diminished.

e find oumelves obliged to dividethis lettex <«
Ev‘gho remainder in our next. hgv.]
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POETRY.

SiR, :
You must know I am a literary projector, and in common with

most who have borne that character, have made many fruitless pro-
posals to the public, and have sustained many bitter disappointments.
There is one scheme, however, which I have yet to try ; and on which
I beg leave to take the sense of your readers : 1t is a Poetical Review,
in which the sentences of criticism shall be set off with all the attrac~
tions of verse. As the project is novel, I have chosen to make my first
attempt in a version, and have selected for translation the ¢ curious
extract, which you have given (pp. 92—94) from the Eclectic Review ;
moved to this by my sympathy with the writer of that critique, (fa-
 cit indignatio versum,) and also by the ease with which I thought I
might versify periods, which though not poetry are certainly not
prose. How far I have succeeded, I must leave to your readers :—
should the judgment of any of them be favourable to my pubhcatlon,
they will oblige me by sending in their names as subscribers, to the
office of the United Theologico.Eclectic Booksellers, at the sign of
Calvm s Head, in Tabernacle Walk.
I am, Your Humble Servant,
POETICUS ECLECTICUS..
‘N. B. Evangelical preachers shall be supplied with the work gra-
tis, on applying at the Office ; but to prevent imposition, none need
to apply who have not got the dssembly’s Catechism so well by heart,
as to bear dodging in it.
Spcczmen of a Poetic Eclectic Review.
This bogk of friend Gregory’s every where shows
The spirit of Calvin towards Calvin’s base foes.
¢ Abcttors of mmple humanity,” wretches!
He detects your ¢ chicane’ and exposes your fetches.
Mathematies? Professor, Professor E.clectic,
In school cool as ice, in the ¢ Church’ in.a hectic,
His calculz, now, all deep problems determme, -
Now, put in his sling, stone heretical vermin.
Hypocritical birds! he rifles your pinions,
And, stript of false feathers, you’re naked ¢ Socinians.’
There’s that Academic, too-well known to Fame,
No friend to the Faithful, a Friend hut in name, }
Who lighted a fire might-have dried up old Cam;
Who clamour’d fer Peace, and rais’d a fierce war,
Who pleaded for Union, and got driven afar,—
That- Fellow I mean, deem’d for Jesus unholy,
Who scar’d 4lma Mater with’s creed melancholy :
Now did not he Dualzst ‘call some believer 2
A charge on the ¢ church’ from which 1’1l relieve her,
For sure this bold Cantab, ‘by logical rules,
When he says I’m not wise, calls all mankind fools,
When he says he knew one man Zwo altars adore, |

Taxes all men” but him with just oné less than four,
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For what calculator that knows worship’s profit,
Would take but one slice, when he might have more of it?
But as for myself, Friend ! no Duellist 1, |
Such bold savage fighting we Eclectics n€’er try,

In the mists of our mystery-loving Review,

Unseen, we hurl fire-brands at #¥%**** and you,

- The mob we provoke all to orthodox passion,

'That ¢ forbearabce’ to doubters may cease to be fashion.
It can’t be denied that Nat. Lardner was learn’d,

But it’s high time to know he’d more praise than he earn’d,
‘The public he cheated with base ¢ moderation,’.

And the Eclectic Review shall soon lower his station;
We'll neither be moderate, like him, nor unsound,

For fury and faith none like us shall be found.

If Priestley had ¢ science,’ and thereupon ¢ fame,’

His heresy foul will still stick to his name. ’

But in Aém, pray, what now have ¢ Socinians’ to boast ?
Of what use are books, when the author is lost 2

And here it quite grieves me, to think of the crime

Of some orthodox men, too grave for light rhime,
Who alas! by the glare of false ¢ science’ betray’d,

To the heretic leader such compliments paid.
Repentant, atonement Oh ! swift let them make,

And curse all ¢ Priestleians’ for Priestley’s own sake.
The ¢ Socinians’ are dead—-altho’ they don’t know it,
Guillotin’d by 4. Fuller, and I think I can show it ;
For is not their creed the life’s-blood of ¢ Socinians ?’
Which blood streams abroad, in the British dominions :
And if it be true, as some country dames say,

That a chicken beheaded will run a great way,

Nay, faster will travel, unburdened of head,

And with ¢ frightful convulsions’ will plunge “mong the dcad 3
So sure the strong efforts of ¢ Socinians’ vile, .
Which move all our churches, and e’en shake our isle,
Denote nothing less thar?the death of théir ism,

Of soul-killing candour, carnal reason and schism.

* The poets,” O shame ! ¢ were once painted like dogs,’
At trough of old Homer, all swilling as hogs ;—

But the simile further the Muse wo'n’t pursue,

(The obstinate jade, she’s turn’d quite a shrew !)

And scolding she says, with her fingers on nose,

If I mean to be nasty, I must be so 1n prose.

My meaning then, plainly and shortly, is this,

In words which the squeamish wo'n’t sure take amiss, -
That Priestley’s opinions, like somé matters gaseous,
Have by agitation become much more ¢ nauseous.”
Why should the ¢ Socinians® hate name of the Pole?
Eclectics so shrink not from Calvin, meek soul !

Do they truly differ from that noted Frater?

Yes, yes, they say backwards the old Noster Paler,



204

State of Public Affairs

And raise a worse devil than Poland e’er saw, |
With foot far more cloven and more rav’nous maw;
They’re farther from ¢ church,” apd they’re nearer to Hell}

In rapid descent, to the

place where they’ll dwell.

Then what if reproach mark the old Polish name !
¢ Socinians’ shonid take it, to hide their worse shame.

‘¢ They differ from him !’ yes,

as Despard from Cobbett ;

He dirtied ¢ Church’ holy—but they dare to rob it.
To be candid, these men are in Priestley belicvers,
Then dub them ¢ Priestleians’ ; the hateful deceivers!
But, to put aside candour and give my opinion,

You have a Half.Deist in every ¢ Socinian.’

No more then let’s Christians call Newton and Locke,
And Lardner and Lindsey, and such sort of folk;

Their places we’ll instantly, properly

fill

With Romaine and Whitfield, Mc' Gowan and Gill.

MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ;

OR,

The Christian’s Survey

of the Political World.

The horrors of war are not likely to
gease. The time does not appear to be
approaching when the sword shall be
turned into a ploughshare,and the spear
into a pruning hook; when nations shall
cease to learn war, that savage and de-
basing employmeni of man, and engage
themselves in the noble occupation for
which they were created, in subduing
the earth to useful purposes, and mak-
ing it a fitabode for reasonable and reli-
giqus creatures.—So far from ceasing to
" learn war, this detested occupation is to
become the primary object of a great
and populous nation, which will thus
compel its neighbours to attepd to the
same pursuit. The age of Cyrus, of
Alexander, of Cesar, of Charlemagne,

is revived, and Buonaparte, no longer.

rivalled by them, scems determined to
surpass all his predecessors. -
Melancholy has been for some time

, the state of Europe. In every direction
the bayonet and the cannen are seen,

and fields of battle have been . drenched

with blood in cvery quarter. A respite

, from such calamities has been the pray-
er of every sincere Christian 5 for who

can utter the daily ejaculation, < May

thy kingdom come ! without feeling for

the disgrace thrown upon christianity

by the bloodshed and strife among its

prefessors: Yt all the gvils of this state

seem likely to be increased rather than
diminished. The number of m. nin arms
is not sufficient for the designsof the great
Hero of Fracce, and he has conceived
a plan, which increases his power and
means of aggression in a macuner that
strikes with awe and horror every one
who contemplates it. France is to be-
come really an armed nation, since no
one, between the ages of twenty and
sixty, is to be exempted from taking his
share in the burden. )
For some years past cvery young man
in France has been subject to the con-
scription, and a certain portion of all
between the ages of twenty and twenty-
one was drafted off¢o supply the wants
of the army. The remainder were free
to pursue the ordinary occupations of
life. But a new system is now laid
down. All those young men of the
last six years, or thosc from the age of
twenty to that of twenty-six, are subject
to a new call, and they are to form an
army of a hundred thousand men, to be
incamped in various parts of the empire,
te be ready to marc{: to any part of it,
where theiy services are requjred. The
remainder of the men between twen-
ty and sixty are to be regularly disci-
plined in regiments at home, s as te
take uporr themselves the entire defence
of the country. Thus France will he



State of Public Affgirs.

-gdefended by an armed and disciplined
population, and the sovereign is at liberty
to emiploy what was before called the
regular army in any way he pleases:
since not a part of it will be required for
garrison service or for the interior of the
country. )

The sword may thus be sent through
the earth. To what part it will be first
directed, time must discover. Rumour
says Russia will be the object or Sweden,
and it is not likely that an ardent mind
will be long idle, when he has such an
instrument to wield at his discretion.
He can now double his armies in Spain,
and the only check upon his designs will
be the dithculty of providing for his
troops. Wherever there is mon+y and
Provision, thither will they direct their
their steps : where the carcase is, the
cagles will be gathered together.

The phan is gramgd in conception, and
is highly extolled by the French orators.
Future orators, poets, and hisiorians
will emblazon it, and the unthinking
multitude will dignify with heroical titles
him whose object is univerca! dominion,
and whose means ot attaining it are force
and warlike skill. How different are
the kingdoms of this world from that of
the lamb! What a contrast between
‘the outward splendour ofa warlike sove-
" reign at the head of immense armies, and
the humble Jesus with his twelve asso-
ciates, destined to proclaim good tidings
to all nations and languages ! He, who
admires the one cannot love the other:
and they who aim at the honours of the
two different kingdems, must pursue
opposite lines of conduct, and expect dif-
ferent rewards. i

France has seized upon Swedish Po-
merania ; and Sweden has been content-
ed hitherto with simply protesting
against the vielence of the action. No-
where has the sword been drawn to op-
pose the French. The pretext of France,
is to support its measures with respect
to commerce; the result might be thought
to be the junction of Great Britain and
Sweden, to prevent farther aggressions
en the latter. ~ By such a conduct,
Sweden itself will besafe from attack,
since the French will Baye no means of
entering the country but by a tedious
march round the Gulph of ‘Bothnia, in
which the'reduction of Russia must be
a previous‘object.. This is 'said to be

within the view of the enterprizing mo-

narch, who seems to have no” just com-
-plaint_against the’® Autocraf ;’ yet what
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will not ambitior do, and who is to set
bounds to a conqueror ? '

The armistice between the Turks and
Russians is at an end. More bloody
battles may be expected on the Danube,
and the two powers at »ar do not seem
to be aware of the dangers that threaten

them from their mighty neizhbour.

Constantinople is as easily to be attacked
as Petersburg, and the march to the one
18 not more difficult thin to the other
place. The pride of Buonaparte may be
flattered by erecting his eagles, where
the crescent now predominates : and his
s¢cavans will flatter him on the ti‘le of
the Restorer of Greece. To speculate
on such a man’s conduct seems to be
idle ; it is sufficient only to say that
wherever he orders his troops to march,
devastation accompanies  their career:
but the Greeks cannot be worse under
a French than the Turkish- yoke. The
time is approaching for the overthrow
of the Mahometan superstition, and
Buonaparte may be a great instrument
in the hand of Providence to effect its
destruction. >

We hear nothing of his pretended
Holiness the Pope, and the future state
of his church remains to be developed.
At any rate, he is not gone back to
Rome, nor is he likely to see again that
seatof fraud and delusion, which, cleared
of its 1nonks and priests, begins to wear
the aspect of usefilindustry. = In »i. ily,
the old sup rstition.rcmains, and the
revolution in its politics does pot affect
it : but we trust, that it will be uttend-
ed with the frce exercise of ti.e Protest=
ant religion in that country - One in-
stance of our intercourse with that island
has transpired in .the conversion of the
eldest son of an English peer to the po-

pish religion; but whether the same

spirit has infected our army, we do not
know. We hope, that the Bible Society
will not however lose the opportunity of
conveying the treasures of sacred know-
ledge to that benighted co ntry and,
if some missionaries were also sent to it,
we should think them much better em-
ployed than in the cast How far +he yo-
vernment of the country 18 improved by
our interference cannot yet be ascertain-
ed : bur a sound policy might make the
intercourse bet.een Britain and Sicily
very advantageous to both countries.
From Spain nothing encouraging to"
the views of the adherents w0 the old
system has appeared The French con-
tinue to consolidate and to imorease their
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power ; the English confine themselves
to the preservation of Portugal or a slight
hovering over the frontiers of Spain:
and the Regency at Cadiz regulates with
its little senate the district of the Isla,
and receives occasional dispatches from
the distant colonies which are willing,
or from governors who are able, to com-
municate with it. "There is every reason
to believe that Mexico is lost to the
mother country. As to the Caraccas,
their independence is not likely te be
shaken, and Buenos Ayres is se far from
coming back to its allegiance to the
mother country, that we are more likely
to hear of £ war between this settlement
and the Portuguese Brasilians. ‘This
latter power had the imprudence to in-
terfere in the dispute between the Spa-
niards on the opposite banks ofjLLa Plata,
which will end probably in a rooted hos-
tility between the two governments;
and future historians will talk of the in-
habitants of Buenos Ayres and the Bra-
sils qemg formed by nature to cut each
others throats, as in these days it is pre-
tended by absurd writers, that such is
the situation of the French and English.

At holme, the great topic of conversa-
tion, and subject of some debates in Par-
liament, has arisen from the Letter of
the Prince and the refusal of the opposi-
tion to come into power. Public writ-
ers have descended into personalities upon
this occasion which cannot be too much
reprobated, The character of the So-
vereign is not to be brought into con-
tempt, and the calamity that has befal-
len the nation, might have been a lesson
of awe to those, who take such lib erties
with his representative. In beth houses,
however, the minister has been triumph-
ant, and the strength of the parties' will
be seen in the approaching debate on
the Catholic question.
votes will not however be an absolute
criterion, as many who support the mi-
nisterial side in general, may on this oc-
casion exercise their own judgment and
discretion, and favour the cause of a more
enlarged tolcratien.  Ircland seems to
be unanimous mearly in its petition, and,
as the people of Great Britain do not ex-
press their disapprobation of it, we can-
not conceive that any danger, considered
merely in a politic and still less in a re-
ligious point of view, could arise from
Catholic emancipation. -

In the house have bech several debates,
and it is with
military floggings to the extent of a
thousand lashes, gro less and less inm

L4
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plecasure we perceive that
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estimation, even with the favourers of
that species of punishment. The vicwa
of the parties haive been unfolded in
speeches-referring to the Urince s Letter,
but the silence of the Marquis of Wel-
lesley has disappointed the public. Ire-
land has, as usual, afforded a topic of
debate, but great preparations are mak-
ing for the grand question of Catholic
emancipation, to come on the 1ijth.
The favourers of it are supposed to a-
mount to upwards of two hundred and
fifty members, in the House of Com-
mons, but how many will be brought
into the field is uncertain : at the same
time, it is imagined that the minister
will find great reluctance in his troops,
for many will vote against him, and
many will stay away. The issue of the
debate is thus made more interesting,
and it is far from being absolutely cer-
tain on which side it will be carried.

A tria] has taken place in the Courts
of law on a subject, which cannot easily
be made a matter of argument in such a
place. We have the account of it from
the public papers, and if it is properly re-
ported we stand in the peculiar situation,
of differing from prosecutor, defendant,
judge and jury upon this occasion. The
Attorney General filed his information
against the defendant for publishing a
blasphemous and prophane libel on the
holy scriptures, in other words, for de-
nying the Christian religion-—asserting
that the holy scriptures were from begina
ning to end a fable and an imposture——
the apostles liars and deceivers—placing
the history of Christ on a level with the
legends of the heathen mythology. The
Attorney General is said to haveobserved,
that the object of the book was to lay
the axe to the very root of religion, and
this mistake scems to have pervaded

both his mind and that of the judge,

for the author did not intend to roet out
rcligion, but a peculiar modec eof it,
which he apprehended to be false. In
consequence of this mistake, his speech
appealed to the passions aﬁd’!’cclinga, not
to the reason of mankind. His quota-
tion from Judge Hale, that Christianity
is parcel of the laws of England, led also
to mistake: for Christianity cannot
mak ¢ part of any worldly laws; it is
founded upon love, and not one of its
precepts can be sanctioned by temporal
authority or temporal punishment. ‘A
civil magistrate may be member of 2
Christian community, but in that com-
munity 'his authority ceases: all are
brethren, held together by the law of

-
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love, and no one can exercise lordship
over the other. The Attorpey General
however allowed, that the disputes of
learned ‘men on controversial points
were not to be included in his listiof pu-
nishablejcriraes, and the interpretations
of the orthodox might be called in ques-
tion, witheut danger of being an imputed
iibeller on scripture. The -defendant
read his defence, in which he treated
the scripiures with such little reverence,
that the judge gave him repeated ad-
monitions, saying he did not sit there to
hear the Christian religion reviled—that
the defendant was not to defame religi-
on-——but at last, upon mature delibera-
tion, gave up the point, and left the de-
fendant to read what he pleased, who
concluded his paper with a hope, that
he-had satisfied both judge and jury of
the  falschood of the scripture. 'The
judge stated the defence to be from be-
ginning to end a tissue of opprobium and
defamatory reviling en the Holy Scrip-
tures, and it could not be endured, that
whatever might be the practice in Ame-
rica, religion should be calumniated and
abused. - The defendant was found
guilty, and on the inotion of the Attor-
ney General, was committed to prison.

Differing in opinion, as we do, from
the defendant, it cannot be imagined,
that we would take hfs part as favourers
of his argument. ‘These we hold much
cheaper than his prosecutor, or his
Judge, or his jury : and if the Christian
religion could make its way against the
efforts of power, and the skill of the
most learned, we cannot see, that it
was likely to suffer in the least from
so trifling a publication. But we are
sorry for the prosecution, because it
gives occasion to the enemies of our
faith to blaspheme. They will say,
that we use the arm of flesh, ‘which is
positively excluded by Christ, because
we cannotdefend ourselves by argument,
Let us put the case,that the question were
reversed, and that an imfidel Atterncy
General had brought an action agairist a
Christian for writing,in defence of the
acriptures, before an infidel judge and an
infidel jury. The defence of his opinions
weuld be considered by them as an ag-
gravation of the offence; and the attempt
to convert them, as an insult upon their
undergtandings. The atguments of the
book, and of the defendant, require, if
they are answered at all, the coolness,
the patience, and the integrity of a true
Christian : and nothing is gained by an
appeal to the passions. The high pricsts
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stirred up the multitude against Christ
for blaspheming religion, and reviling
the temple; and in what manner did
he treat his opponents ? Not by reviling
again ; but by patiently suffering what-
ever they chose to inflict. And if our
Saviour could endure such contumely
thrown upon ghim, his disciples must
vindicate his religien by patience, by
forbearance, by love, by the best argu-
ments urged in the gentlest manner. If
the infidel reviles us, let us not revile
again. The judgment belongs to Ged,
and the ark of the covenant canpot be
sustained by the powers of this world.
Another circumstance ought to be
taken into consideration. Missionaries
are now sent from this country into
heathen lands, to convert the natives
from idolatry, their established religion,
to Christianity. The conduct of the $o-
cieties, that subscribe for the support of
these missionaries, and the patience and
.courage, and magnanimity, of the per-
sons sent, are matter of general appro-
bation. The imprisonment of these
missionaries is deprecated; yet with
what justice could it be complained of?
The heathens may retort upon us:
‘¢ You imprison those who revile the es-
tablished religion of your country ; how
then can you expect, that we should
treat with respect the men who revile:
the established religion of onr own coun-
try? Either permit your religion to be
freely ‘canvassed at home, or do not at-
tempt to send your people to disturb our
Faith. You assert that your religion is
from heaven, we assert the same of ours.
If yours is from heaven, surely it can
not stand in need of chains and impri-
senment to support is.’” .
The Lancasterians have had another
triumph in the metropolis. A meetin
was held for the wards of Aldersgate,
Bassishaw, Colenfan Street, and Crip-
plegate, and for the parish of St. Luke?s,
in which it was agreed to establish a
school, for a thousand children, orn Mr,
Lancaster’s plan, without regard to the
sect to which they may belong: the
ctommittee for conducting it to be se-
lected in equal numbers from the mem-
bers of the established sect, and the dis-
senters from it ; and the clergymen and
dissenting ministers in ‘the district are tq
be honorary members of the inStitution.
The children to attend that place of
worship “which their parents or guar-
dians assign to them. ‘This union of.
the sects cannot fail of pr.omoting. chris-
tian knowledge and christian charity, and
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it is a great satisfaction to learn, from all
uarters, that aliberal spiritis nowperva-
gmg the comn_unity in general, that men
begin to bemoreattached to the scriptures
than to the factions raised upon them,
and ‘that thre name of Christian begins to
be more honourable than that of Cal-
wvinist, Lutheran, Methodist, Church of
England, or any other denomination of
party, which has too long torn in pieces
the Chr:stian Church.
'The pseudo-national society for the
education of the poor in the principles
of the established sect, has published
another Address to the public, framed
at a rheeting, at which were present two
archbishops, eleven bishops, four lords,
five esquires, and six clergymen. The
chief object is to shew its friends that the
. scheme is coming into action, that several!
schools are forming, and schoolmasters
are wanted, who are evhorted to become
candidates, upon the following qualifi-
cations. ¢S No onc will be treated with,
who does not bring full and satisfactory
testinionials, from the minister, church-
'wardens, and principal inhabitants of
their respective parishes, that they are
memblers’ of thesect established by law,
¢ and profess its doctrines and princi-
ples; that they have been in the habit
cof aitending their parish church, and
are of irreproachable moral conduct.”
The subsciipt.ons, we have observed,
are very numerou: and great, but trifling,
compared with the object aimed at, and
the soci: ty seems to be of the same opi-
nion with us. For the Address states,

Correspondence.

that ¢ the sums which have been se
liberally ‘subscribed by the original
friends of the institution are mot likely
to do much more than to establish and
maintain those schools, which the so-
ciety itself has resolved to open in the
metropolis.”” A more general and ex-
tended support is therefore culled fer,
in which they say, ¢ the best interests
of the established religion and constitu-
tion of this country ‘are so deeply in-
volved,” and they recommend to the
paroch:al clergy in the metropolis and
its neighbourhood to exert themselves.
We are not surprised, that the established
religion and constitution are hooked to-
gether in this address ; but the cry will
no longer do. It might serve very well,
when the members of the established
sect bore a greater proportion to the po-
pulation of the united kingdom, or when,
speaking of England and Wales, they very
much outnumbered those of a diffcrent
persuasion. But that time is gone by.
The members of the established sect
have more landed, but less monied and
commercial, interest than those” of the
other sects : anc, if we were to weighits
influence by the ¢lass to vwhom the gos-
pel was first preached, thus is very slight
and rapidly diminishing. 1t is a matter
of ne consequence 10 the constitutien

‘whether a singie man attends or not the

mectings of the established sect. The
only difference is that, if the secession
should be genmeral, and each sect provide
for itself, the ccuntry would not be em-
barrassed by their rivalships.

~ CORRESPONDENCLE.
Being frequently unable to bring into our pages even a very narrow list of
books, we shall endeavour in future to supply the place of that article, by an

early Review of all

publications, which fall within the scope of our work. We

request that books, of which a notice is desirod, may -bhe sent to us, on their

first appearance.

/

Our Coseley and Bridport cerrespondents, will see that the subject of their
valuable commuuications is taken up in the present No.; and perhaps they
will agree with the Editor, that this is one of the very few cases, in which se-

rious argument would be misapplied.

A respectable correspondent from Chesterfield, solicits ¢ some account of

Le Clerc, the friend of Mr. Locke.” We are disposed to enforce his request :
and should,.indeed, be glad to receive well-written, concise Memoirs, not only
of Le Clerc, but alse of those eminent contributors to Biblical learning, Eras-
mus and Grotius. There are, iikewise, some English divines and scholars of
whom we wish to give an account; Dr. Conyers Middleton, Dr: Caleb Flem-
ing, Dr. Richard Price, Dr. Harwood, Mr. Moore, author of a pamphlet on
our Savieur’s Agouny in the Garden, &c. &c. Memoirs, or hints for Memoirs,
will be peculiarly acceptable. - |

All Communications for this work are requested to be addressed [pest paid)]
‘to the Editor at the Publishers’, Messrs. Sherwood and Co. Paternoster Row 3
where :;lso Advertisements, Bills for the Wrapper and Books for Revigw are
received,

/
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