
H istorical Account of the War*
ring ton Academy.

Newcastle, Dec. 20, 1812.
Sir ,

I now at length enter on the ful-
filment of my pr omise (M. Rep os*
vol . v. p. 4290 to furni sh you
with some account df the Warring
ton Academ y, from its first estab -
lishment in 1757> to its dissolu-
tion in 1783. I f 1 had been aw are
of the difficu l ties which I should
have had to encounter in cleari ng
up various circumstances connect-
ed with its earl y histor y , I might
not , perha ps, have been so forwar d
in offerin g my services , to pay the
best tri bute in my power to the me-
mory of my alma mater. But when
it is consid ered that more than half
q. centur y has elapsed , since many
importan t particulars connect ed
with its history occurred , that all
the persons engaged in its direction
hav e, for severa l years , been dead ,
and that Very few re mai n of those
who were students duri ng its mor ^
ea rly periods ,* your readers , I
trust , will excuse any imperfec -
tions which may app ear in the fol-
lowing hi stor ical sketch.

The period between the years
1750 and 17^4, was experienced
by the Protest ant Dissenters , in the
North of England , rooxe especi -

all y, as particularl y criti cal in
respect to thei r interests as a reli -
gious bod y, which had , fro m the
firs t separation of the Noncon -
formis ts fro m the Chur ch of Eng-
land , been served by ministe rs
res pectable both for cha ract er and
lear ning. The race of ministe rs
who had been bred in the semi-
naries of Frankland , Sh effi eld ,
Benyon , Coning ham * Dixon , J ol-
lie, Owen , were fas t retirin g from
the stage, while the failure , one
afte r another , of the academi cal
institutions which had succeeded
those above -enumerated , and on
which the nor thern congregations
had rested their dependance for
the supp ly of vacancies as they
occurred , created a general and
reasonable al arm. Dr. Doddrid ge's
death , in 1750, had caused a re-
moval of the Northam pto n acade-
my to Daventr y, where the talents
of the new tutor , Dr. Ashworth ,
were not , as yet at least , appr eci-
ated as they probabl y deserve d :
the death of Dr. Rotheram , in
1751 , had been followed (as has
been seen , vol. v. p. 218) by the
entire dissolution of the academ y
at Kendal , and that of Dr. Latha m,
at Fin dern , near Derby, in 1 7^4,
brou ght to a close an institution to
which tke Protestau t Dissente rs

THE

MONT HLY REPOS ITORY
OF

Theology and General Literature .
No. LXXXV . J ANUARY. [Vol. VIII .

- - - M _, . . .  - _^J__ .. 1— ¦ - 1,,  mi m ^^_^^^^^
M^^̂ ^̂ ^  ̂̂ a^—^mm——^——^^—^~^—^^ -^—^^——^^—^—^—"^—

HISTORY AND BIOG RAPHY.

TOfc. YIIJU B



had been indebt ed for a consider -
able proportion of th eir most re-
spectab le ministers .

In this alarming sta te of the
dissentin g inte rest in the North of
England , the public *sp iri ted ac-
tivity of Mr. John Seddon , then a
young and hi ghly pop ular minister
at Warrin gton (see M. R. vol. v #
p. 428 .) succeeded in stimu lating
the princi pal mercha nts and others
in Mancheste r , Liver pool , Bir -
mingham , Warringto n an<J other
places , to att e mpt the establish -
ment of an acad emical institution ,
which should " unite as far as was
possible , the advant ages of the pub-
Hcand mor e pri vate method of edu -
cation ;" should be calculated at
once, for the educat ion of minis-
ters, on the princip le of their
bein g " free to follow the dictates
of theirown j ud gments , in their en-
qu iries after tr uth , without any
undue bias imposed on their un -
derstandings ;** and , at the same
time , " to give some knowled ge
to those wh o were to be engaged
in commerc ial life, as we ll as in
the learne d pr o fessions, in the
more usefu l bra nches of li terature .
and to lead them to an earl y ac-
qu aintance with , an d just con-
cern for the true princi ples of re-
li gion and liberty , of wh ich prin -
cip les the y must , in futu re life,
be the supporters ."—Accor dingly,
the annual sum ot 217/. haying
been engaged for , throug h Mr.
Seddon 's insti gat ion chiefl y, at the
above-mentioned four places , pr o-
posal s were circulated from Man-
chester , by nine of the princi pal
Dissenters there , ** for establish -
ing a public academy, in or near
Warri ngton  ̂

to be un der the ma-
nagement of a Pre sident , Vice*
Pr esident , Treas u re r, Secretary ,
AQd Comm ittee of twelve, who

shoul d elect tutors , of known abf~
lity and good charac ter , in the -
ology, moral philosop hy, includ -
ing logic and metap hysics, nat u-
ral philosop hy, including the ma-
t hematics , and in the languages
and polite lite rature ; form a pro-
per system of rules and orders for
the government an d disci pline of
the students ; and to conduct the
institution , thoug h intended to be
open to all per sons , with a parti -
cular view to the encouragement
of youn g persons desi gned for the
ministry, especial ly to such as may
want assistance to defra y the ex-
pense , of their education. "

On the 30th of June , 1757, the
fi rst General Meeting of Sub-
scribers (the subscri pt ions amount -
ing to 469£« annuall y) was held at
Warrington ; when the Right Hon.
Hug h Lord Willoug hby of Far-
ham , was elected President , John
Lees , Esq. of Manchester , Vice-
pr esident , Arthur Heyw ood , Esq.
of Liver pool , Treas ure r , and the
Rev. Jo hn Seddon , of Warrin gton ,
Secretar y ; and the Rev. Jo hn
Taylor , D. D. of Norwich , was
elected Tuto r in Divin ity , the Rev.
John Holt , of Kirk dale, near Liv-
erpool , Tutor , in the Mathematics
and Natural Philosop hy, and Mr.
Samue l Dyer , of London , Tutor in
the Langua ges and Belles Lettr es ;
at a salar y of 1Q01. to each , be-
sides a fee of 2/. 2«s . fro m the
several students who should at -
tend their respective Lectures 5 ex-
cept the divinit y studen ts on the
found ation , who were exempted
from pay ing any fees.

Dr. Taylor , whose great merits
as a scri ptural theolo gian are
known and acknowled ged, even by
his keenest adve rsaries , accept ed
the invitation ; and , impresse d with
an ear nest desire to serve the cause

2 Historical Account of the Warring ton Academy.



Historical Account of the Warrington Academy . 3
t>f rel igious truth , quitted one of
the most resp ectable situations as
a minister among the Dissenters ,
amidst whom , besides , he had es-
tabl ished the mos t elegible family
conn ections  ̂ to commence , at so
ad vanced , a period of his life, so
laborious an office as that of a tutor
in theology. And the society
assembling in the Octa gon , at
Nor wich , with great generosi ty
and pu blic-sp iri t , not on ly con-
curred in this mutual sacri fice *but , many of them , ver y liber ally
cont ribute d to the funds of the in-
stitution.

Ot Dr. Taylor , a tolerabl y cor -
rect life is published in the Uni-
versal Theolog ical M agazine , for
Jul y, 1804, (vol. ii. p. 1.) whi ch
being a publica tion in the hands
of many readers of the Repositor y ,
I have the less need to enlarge in
this p lace. It appears that he
was born at Lancaster , in 1694,
that he studied under Dr. Dixon ,
at W hitehaven , and settl ed in 1715,
at Kirkstead , in Lincolnsh ire*;
the salary enj oyed at which
nlace. ('which , in a letter publishedplace, (which , in a letter published
in th e same vol . p. 131 , he repre-
sents as a little countr y villa ge , out
of th e sight or hearing of any thin g
that is vicious ,) being smal l he
kept a boardin g-school. Here he
probabl y laid in that fund of solid
learn ing, from whic h hca fte r wards
dre w so liberall y, for the pr omo-
tion of scri ptural knowl ed ge. His
views of particular disputed points
were , as yet , pro babl y, diffe rent

* Some curious ci rcums tan ces are
said to have latel y occurred here , re -
spect ing the ri ght of I he Dissenters to
occupy the chur ch , which perhaps some
of your Lincolnshire corres pondents could
lay before your readers. [See vol. vij #
P- 7570

from what they afterwards were ,
thou gh this is by no means certain ,
fro m his recommending Pool 's
Annotation s, and expressing his
purpose of ab r id giwg Ma tthew
Henr y ; a work wh ich would have
been , and would still be, ver y
usefu K His fi rs t actual publ ica-
tion was his masterl y Defence of
the Common Ri ghts of Christians ,
pre fixed to the case of a M r .
Ra wson, who was excluded from
communion by Mr. Sloss, of Not .
tin gham , for assertin g the Unity
of God. In 1733, he removed to
Norwich , and in 1740 published
his Scri pture - Doctrine of Ori ginal
Sin , which soon was warml y at-
tacked by Dr. Watts , Dr. Jen .
nings and Mr. Wesley , and abl y
defended by th e author , in his
Supp lement published in 1741.
In 1745, appeared his Parap hrase
on the Romans , with a Key to
the Apostolic Writings , in which
are man y valuable remarks , thoug h
it also contai ns some the ories which
have been considered as fancifu l ,
pa rticularl y his idea of a two. fold
sense of the word Justi fication ;
which probabl y led Dr. Priestley
to find so little satisfaction in its
perusal ; besides many smaller
pieces, amon g which his Scri pture
Doctrine of A tonement , is an in-
genious attem pt to construct a
scheme which shal l be consist ent
with the moral perfections of the
Father of Mercies , and at the
same time , enable a man to use
the language of reput e d orthodox y
Like all such half measures , how-
ever , it is genera l ly allowed to
have failed of its object . In 1754 ,
came out his great work , a He-
brew Concordanc e , in two large
folio volumes , for which the Uni-
versi ty of Glasgow conferred upon



him the honorary degree of D. D.
His subsequent publications will
be noticed in the next communi -
cation , in which an at tempt  will
be made to describe his mode of
conducting the theological studies
of his pup ils , so far as it can now
be discovered.

Of Mr. Holt the present wri ter
has been able to discover very little.
He is said to have been , for some
ti me, a minister at or near Lan-
caster ; but  for a considerable
period previous to his settlement ,
he had kept a large mathematical
and commercialschool atKirkdale ,
near Liverpool . A number of the
merchants of the last age both in
Liverpool and Manchester , were
educated by him. He continued
to hold the place of Mathematical
Tutor til l  bis death , in 1772 , and
during the earlier periods of the
academy, had a considerable num-
ber , and always some of the stu-
dents , boarded with him. He is
represented by his pup ils , as hav-
ing been very much master of his
subject, but that , from a hesitating
and embarrassed manner , he failed
of making ft inte resting to his pu-
pils. He was very exact in hear-
ing them demonstrate their  propo-
sitions , and in examining their  al-
gebraic calculations ,- but  if any
diff iculty occurred , he was not
ready at i l lu s t ra t ion.  On these
accounts , his department does not
appear to have been popular , and
several instances occur in the mi-
nutes of the Trustees meetings, of
i nterfe rences, sometimes rather
impertinent ones, with regard to
his management of his classes. In
his exp eriments in natural philo-
sop hy, he is said to have been ac-
curate and successfu l , clear in his
illustration of the principles to be

deduced from them , and read y to
answer questions that were pro*,
posed, and to solve difficulties that
were started.

Mr. Dyer, who had been pro-
posed by Mr. Hol land , his fellow-
student at Northampton , and
warmly recommended by Drs.
Avery , Ward , Benson and Chand-
ler, declined the invitation to be-
come the Tutor in the Classics and
Polite Literature. And if the ac-
count given of him in the Li fe of
Johnson , by Sir John Hawkins , is
not a very exaggera ted picture,
(it is evidentl y a li t t le t inctured
both with political and reli gious
bi gotry,) it was happy for the in-
stitution that he did not accept it.
If there had not been too gooct
grounds for many of Sir John 's
representations, it is probable that
some of his more inti mate friends
would have vindicated hischarac~
ter : but if it is onl y a tolerabl y
correct statement , it holds out a
ve ry instructive lesson to young
men of talents and learning of the
great importance of decidedly
choosing, and then resolutely and
activel y pursuing , some one usefu l
course of life, and the fatal effects
of suffe ring the sp iri t of indecision
to grow into a habit. This dan-
ger is particularl y incident to
young men who , like Mr. Dyer,
possess some ori ginal independent
property , which they are apt to
imag ine sets them above the ne-
cessity of active exertion , which
they wil l  soon find is the onl y road
to usefulness and respectability .

To supp ly Mr. Dyer's place,
Mr. Scott, of Ip swich , (well known
by his translation of Jrofo and his
Lyric Poem s,) was recommended
by the friends of the insti tution
at Norwich, Mr. Joseph FriesU,

At Historical Accoun t of the Warrington Academy.



ley* by Dr. Benson, and Mr. Ai-
kin ,+of  Kibworth , by Messrs. Or-
ton, Clarke and others. Though
each of these gentlemen was emi-
nently qualified , the choice hap-
pil y fell upon Mr. (afterward s Dr.)
Aikin , whose great and important
services to the inst i tut ion , both in
the classical and mathematical de-
partments, in the dignified excel-
lence of his all-accomp lished cha-
racter , and particularly in his
whole demeanour to his pup ils ,
whom he uniformly t rea ted (as
Dr. Priestley has well observed)
•* with the ease of a^ friend , and
the affection of a father," demand

Sketch of  the P ractice of  the
Royal Touch in Eng land , or a
historical Essay on the memor-
able Emp iricism of our Eng lish
Sovereigns^ 

from Edward the
Conf essor to Georg e the First.
[From <c The Histor y ©f Lynn,*' in

a vols. Sva. By William Richards , M, A.
1812. ll. l i s. 6d.—Sect ion IX.—It falls
not within our provinc e to review topo-
gra phical works , but these volumes
contai n so much intere sting miscellane -
ous and theological matter , that we
cannot forbear recommending them to
our readers ; which , perha ps, we shall
do most effectuall y by presentin g them
with the following extract of a curious
morsel of history. — Ed.]

It is general ly agreed that (his

* The following passage in Mr. Scd-
don *s Letter to Dr. Benson , declining his
recommendation of Mr. Pries tley, is illu s-
trative of the idea which his friends had
formed ofthi s extraordinar y man ,—"The
Tr ustees are sensible how desirable it is
that the ir intended tutor should have a
stead y attachmen t to the princ i ples of
civil and religious libert y, of an active
lively disposition , equal to so labor ious

a more extended tri bute of grate-
ful respect , which it  will  be the
houourand happ iness of ihe writer ,
in a future  number , according to
his best abi l i ty  to pay .

In the mean time , the Trustees
proceeded to engage houses for the
Tutors , and rooms for a common-
hal l and library , and the academy
opened , on the 20th of October ,
1757 y under the direction of Dr.
Tay lor and Mr. Holt ; the hi ghly
respectable name of Thomas Per-
cival standing first on the list of
students.

[To be continued.]

notable practice, which appears
to have been long deemed as a

an em ploymen t , and of app licatio n tha t
would promise a futur e improvemen t ;
at the same time , th ey are not withou t
some apprehe nsion of his being thoug ht
too young to sustain the character of a
tutor , tha t the subscribe rs , an general ,
might expect a person rather more ad-
avanced in years , and , if not more per-
fectl y acquain ted in the several par ts of
learnin g, yet more known in the worl d,
and longer experienced in life and man-
ners. They are informed , too, that he
has some hesita tion and interruption in his
manner of sp eaking : whether ii be so
consider able as to be worth y of any re-
gard , or how for it might be likely to
have an unfo rtunate effect in, forming
the voice and manne r of the stud ents,
they are not able to judge. 1'

t The foil©wi^ng passage in Mr. &ed-
don 's letter to Mr. Aikin is curious , as
shewing w hat an alteratio n in the stat e
of the county of Lancaster , must have
taken p lace in so short a time. Giving
direc tions for his j ourn ey, (Marcn u t
1758, ; he says , "Yo u will do w* II tQ
come prep ared for riding, for you will
nof meet with any carria ges at ^te efc-
port , nor are the roads to Wai rjngton
from th ence pr oper for them. "
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branch of the royal pr erogative ,
began in this king dom with , or in
th e person of Edward the Confes-
sor.* Some however see m to think
it to have existed in France at an
earlier period : if so, Edwa rd ,
who had long lived in that coun-
tr y, and appear ed ver y par tial to
it , and fond of Fre nch fashions ,
mi ght take the hint from thence ,
and int roduc e it here upon his
accession to the throne , which he
mi ght eas ily manag e by the hel p
of th e monks , w ith whom he was
so great n favour ite.

CloviS ) and Robert of sainted
memor y , are name d among the
ear ly Fr ench soverei gns who suc-
cessfully practiced th e royal touch ,
and were greatl y admired and
vene rated by their subjects on that
account. In the Feign of Ph ilip
the fi rst , the v irtue is supposed to
have been somehow lost , but hap-
pily revived again with und imin-
ished splendour in that of Lewis
the Fat , after which it seems to
have long and regularl y continued.
Francis I.f and Henr y IV. are re-
present ed as eminent practitioners ;
how it was with the succeeding
monarc hs, descended from the
latte r , we are not informed. No
particular atten tion appears to
have been paid to it yet by the
emperor Napoleon. What he

* " Ailred as well as Malms lury ob-
serves, that the Confessor cured a
youn g married •woman , reduced by
the evil t© a deplorable condition , by
stroking the place affected -with his
hand ; upon which she grew sensibly
better , the humou r dispersed , the scar
wore off , and in a week's time the cure
was perfected ! !!"—Carte ], 357,

•f That Francis touched for the evil is
said to be averred by Servet us, in his
1st edition of Ptolemy's Geogra phy. Of
its success, indeed, we are told that he
appeared far from being a believer.

may think proper to do hereafter ,
no tongue can tell. Whether he
possesses this power or not , it is
certain that he possesses some
other powers in as great a degre e,
at least , as any of his royal or im-
perial predecessors .
& m.

But this miraculous gift of heal -
ing did not , it seems, belong excl u-
sively to the kings of France and
England *. The earl s , or princes
of the house of Ha psburg also,
are reported to have had it in no
scan ty measure. Th ey cured the
strumous j or scrofulous , it is said ,
by giving them drink , and the
sta mmerers by kissin g them . But
the kings of Hun gary seem to have
exceeded all ; for we are tol d that
they could cure , not only the
kin g's evil , but all disorders occa-
sioned by poison , the bite of a
viper , or any other venem ous
animal . " Mr . Bel , who tells us
this , observes (what is as remark -
able as the account itself) that he
cannot find in histor y , that these
Hungarian kings ever exercised
this wonder ful power/ '-f" Mo re
shame for them , the unfeeling
wretches ! if the y possessed it.

" The case was otherwise with
the royal doctors of France and
Eng land , who have not been so
shy of exertin g this power , or

* Nor does it appear that it belonged
exclusively to certa in Chris tian poten-
tat es ; for long before there wer e any
such , it had been ascribed to the pagan
emperors , Vespasian and Hadrian , who
are said by the ir touch , to have restored
sight to the blind ; and the fact seems
as well established as any of the ac-
counts of cures effected by the tou ch of
our Christian and English monarchs.

-f* See Occasional Thoug hts on the Power
of curing the king's evil, ascribed to the
kings of England——super added to We-
ren fel's Disertation upon superstition in
natu ral th ings. Load. 174s.

6 Richards * s Histo ry of the Royal Touch.



rather , of practi sing this quac ker y .
Some French writers (says Carte)
ascribe this gift of healing to
the king 's devotion towards th e
relics of St. Marculf , in the Chur ch
of Corbi gny, in Champag ne , to
which the kings of Franc e, im-
mediatel y after thei r coronation
at Rheims , used to go in solemn
pr ocession : and it must be owned
there was form erly a great vene-
ration paid to this saint in Eng-
land. It was in memory of him
that a room in the pal ace of West -
minster , frequentl y mentioned in
the rolls of Parliament , was call-
ed the cham ber of St. Marculf :
being probabl y the place where our
kings touched for the eviL It is
now (our historian add s) called
the painted chamber : an d thou gh
the name of that saint hat h been
long forgot in this nation , yet the
sanative virtue of our kings still
continues. "*

Of the most noted among our
sovere igns , as practiti one rs in this
healin g art , the following is thoug ht
a pre tty comp lete list. Nothing
seems to Be known in this way of
Harold II. or yet of the four
succeedin g princes ; but that
Hen ry II. pr actised very success-
fully, is said to be attest ed by
Petr us Blesensis , who had been his
chaplain. f It seems highly pro-
bable tha t Henr y III. likewise
was often app lied to, an d suc-
cessful ly pr actised in th e same
way, as John of Geddes den , a

• Carte, i. 357.
f  Carte adds, that Archbishop JBrad -

4bardiney Lord Chancellor F ortescue, and
•ther grave authors, give the like testi-
mony in behalf of the cure, as well as
the practice, by that prince's successors ;
—[Richard I. John , Henry I II. and the
three Edwards, we may suppo se] Carte,
as before .

physician , who is said to live
about that time , advises a scrofu -
lous patient , after his remedies had
proved ineffectual , to app ly to the
king for a cure : for which he has
been much blamed , and seemingly
not wit hout reason , as, in case J be
deemed the royal touch a certain
cure or reme dy, he oug ht to have
sent the patient to the king at
firs t , witho ut troublin g him with
operation and medicine. *

flenry 's great son , Ed ward I.
also app ears to have been no mean
master of this same art ; and so,
probabl y, might be his son , Ed-
ward II. thoug h ot herwise no
great conjurer ; bu t as to his son ,
Edward III .  few, if any seem to
have gone beyond him in this sana -
t ive employment. Bradw ardine ,
who att ended him in his wars , and
whose counsel is sai d to have con-
tribute d to his success , gives a
pom pous advert isement , in his
book De Causa Dei, of the won-
derfu l cure s wro ug ht by tha t
prince . F. le Brun  ̂ however ,
pays no regard to this . Me looks
upon it as a crafty stratage m, and
says, he does not doubt but that
Edward 's pretensions to the crown
of France , excited his zeal to
touch those who were diseased ;
which is not un likel y, princes often ,
when nothin g but po liti cs lie at
the bottom , chusin g to make re-
ligion to swim on the the top. f
Edward' s grandson , Richard II.
cannot be supposed to dro p or
lay aside a practice for whi ch his
grandfather and immediate pre -
decessor on the th rone had been
so celebrated. Nor is it at all
like ly that his successors , of the
riva l house of Lan caster , should

* Occasional Thoug hts, as before , 58.
flbid .
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discontinue this practice , as that
might have bee n construed to im.
ply a consciousnes s of inferior ity
to the princes of the other house ,
or something like a defect in their
own t itle to the crown.

X.eas t of all is it to be supp osed
that this pr actice should be dro pt
or neglected after wards , on the res-
toration of the York line , in the
person of Edward IV * who would
naturall y take care to exercise
every pr ero gative or power sup-
posed to have belonged to his an-
cestors , and which had any way
contributed to their populari ty,
consequence , or celebrity . This
monarch , tho ugh of a far less r eli-
gious or devout cast than his im.
mediate predec essor Henr y VI.
might not on that account be the
less qual i fied to work these mir a-
cles, any more than Charles II .
afterwards ; who , thoug h by his
clerical subjects denominate d most
religious } was yet certainl y, in
fact , one of the most irreligious
and pro fligate wretches that ever
wore a J crown ; nevertheless , he
unquestionabl y practised the royal
toueA j as extensively, effectuall y
and successfull y as any one what -
ever , in the whole list of our
crowned , or kin g ly practitioners.
And wh y not ?—as the extraor -
dinar y gift , supernatura l vi rtue ,
or miracul ous power , belonged en-
t irely, it seems , to his regal qualit y
of di gnity ;* and had nothin g at
? Though some, perhaps , would choose

to ascrib e that gift , virtue , or power , ra-
ther to the thr one, as the infallibility of
the pope has , by one of our old satirists ,
been ascrib ed to the papal chair , in some
tuch lines as the following :—

If the devil himself should get there,
Althoug h he be full of all evil,
Yet such is the virtue in Peter s old

chair ,
Ho would be an infallible dcriL

all , apparentl y, to dfo with his
personal or moral character.

Richard III. also , after he as-
cended the th rone , may be sup-
posed to possess as much of this
supernatu r al and sanative virtue
(whatever may be said of the othe r
virtue s) as any one of his prede -
cessors or successors ; and as it
was evidentl y h is int erest to omit
no popular observance , and to avail
himself of whatever had a tendenc y
to excite or gain the admiration
of the people, and reconcile them
to his government , we may be sufe
he would-aib t fail to follow , with
spirit , the prac tice in question ;
and so, by a copious display of
its sanative virtue , compensate , in
some sort , or degre e, for the ab-
sence of virtue s of anot her descri p-
tion. There is therefore abundant
reason for setting him down amon g
our royal miracle-workers.

None of all these princes ap.
pear to have made a greater figu re,
or to have proceeded with more
parade , solemni ty and success,
in this royal business or occupa-
tion than Henr y VII. —This politi c
prince , whateve r righ t he might
hav e to the crown , had probabl y
as good a ri ght as any one to tr y
his hand at this notable and won-
der-wo rking operation , the effect
or fa me of which he knew full
well how to mana ge pro fi tabl y
and turn to the best account . Hfc
accord ingly set abou t it in good
earnest ; and in order , as may b£
supposed , to give the process the
most striking , sacred , and solemn
appearance , and increase its effect ,
he had a new form , 6r office ,
composed and introduced for the
purpose.f The pr oject answered ;

# Occasional Thoughts, as before , p.
60.—-Also, New Ann. Reg. 13, [TO©.}1
-—It docs not app ear who, among Henry 's

S Richa rds 's History of the Royal Touch.



and his success in this practice
is said to have been very consider-

bishops oV ecclesiastics , drew up thi s
new office for his use : but we find tha t
it went in the manne r and form follow*
ing :—Fi rst , the King kneeling^ shall say,
" In the name of the Father , and of th e
Son , and of the Hol y Ghost . Amen,
And as soon as he hath said that * he shall
say ,  Give the blessing. The chaplain
kneeling before the king, and having a
stole about his necky shall answer and say 9
•* The Lord be in your heart and in your
lips, to confess all your sins. In the
name of the Fa ther , and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. Or etee he
shall say , *« Christ hear us In th e name
of the Father , and of the Son , and of the
Holy Ghost. Amen . Then by  and by
the king shall say , c< I confess to God , to
the bles&ed vir gin Mary, to all the saints ,
and to you, that I have sinned in thou ght ,
word and deed, th rou gh my fault : I
pray holy Mary and all the saints of God
to pray for me.'7 The chaplain shall an-
swer and say , Ci Almighty God have mer-
cy on you, and pardon you all your sins,
deliver you from all evil, and confirm
you m good, and brin g you to everlast-
ing life. Atnen . " The almighty and
merci ful Lord grant you absolu tion and
remission of all your sins, time for repent-
ance and amendm ent of life, with the
grace and comfort of his holy spir it;
Amen." This done the chap lain shall say,
The Lord be with you . The king shal l
mnswer 9 And with thy spirit. The chap-
lain, Part of the Gospel according to St.
Mark. The king shall answer, Glory to
thee O Lord. The chap lain reads the
Gosp el , u Last he appeared to those ele-
ven as they sat at the table : and he ex-
prob ated their increduli ty and hardness
of hear t, because t hey did not believe
them that had seen him risen again.
And he said them : going into the whole
worl d , preach the gospel to all creatures .
He that belicvcth and is bapt ised , shal l
be saved : but he that believeth not shall
be condemne d. And them th at believe
these signs shall follow : in my name
shal l th ey cast out devils , they shall
apeak with new tongues. Serpents shall
they take up, and if they drink any
deadl y thing it shall not hurt the m •
they shall impose hands upon the sick
and th ey shall be whole. *' Which last
•lause , (They shall impose, 8cc .) the chap-
§0in repeats as long m tht king i* handl ing

able* This pri n ce would also
sometimes take upon him to con-

— - - -  - ¦ ¦ - 
¦
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the sick p erson. And in the time of re-
p eating the af oresaid words, (they shall
impose, &c.) the clerk of the closet shall
kneel befo re the king, having the sick p er-
son on the right hand '; and the sick pe rson
shall also kneel before the king : and the
king shall lay his hand upon the sore of  the
sick perso n. This done the chap lain shall
make an end of the gosp el. " And 30 our
Loid J esus, after he spake unto them ,
was assumpted into heaven and sate on
the ri ght han d of God . But they going
fori h, preached every where ; our Lord
workin g withal , and con firmi ng the
word witb signs which followed . Whilst
this is read ing, the chiiwgeon shall lead
away the sick p erson from the king. And
after the gospel the chapl ain shall say 9
The Lord be witn you. The king shal l
answer* And with thy sp irit. The chap -
lain , The beginnin g of the Gospel accord -
ing to St John. The king , Glory to thee
O -Lord . The chap lain then shall say the
Gosp el following, [ i* e, the first words of
Johrts Gosp el, ending at verse ^>th \ ft
was the tru e light wh en lighte neth
every man that cometh into this worl d*
Which last clause (It was the true light ,
&c.) shalt be rep eated so long as the icing
shall be crossing the sore of the sick perso n ,
with an angel of gold noble, and the sick
p erson to have the same an%el hang 9 d about
his neck, and to wear it untii he be fu l l
whole. This done the chirurgeon shall lead
away the sick p erson as he did before , and
then the chap lain shall make an end of the
gosp el f i .  e. read on from verse 9th ,
wher e he left off before , to the end of
verse 14]% Then the chap lain shall say %The Lord' s name be praise d- The king
shall answer, Now and for ever. Ther\
shall the chapl ain say this collect f ollow-
ing, p raying f or  the sick p erson o, p ersons;
O Lord hear my pr ayer . The King shal l
answer, And let my cry come unto th ee.
f he  chapl ain, Let us pray . < « Almi ghty
and everlastin g God , the eternal hea lth
of them tha t believe ; graci ousl y hear
us for th y servants for whom we imp lore
th e aid of thy mercy, that th eir heal th
being resto red to thcm ,nt:he y may give
thee thanks in> th y church , thr ough
Ch 11st our Lord- Amen."

This p ray er f olloiixing is to be said se-
cretly ,  after the sick pe rsons be departed
fr om the King, at his p leasure *—" Al-
inighty **Q<L, Ru ler and Lovd, by vrhQ§q
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vert her etics ; and he would
even give them money to facil itate
their conversion ;* which was cer-
ta inl y n<> ill-adapted device , or
un promising expedient : and it is
t he mor e re markable , as his ma*

goodness the blind see* the deaf hear ,
the dumb speak , the la me walk , the
lepers are cleansed , and all sick persons
are healed of their infirmities : by w hom
also alone the gift of healin g is given to
mankind , and so great a grace , throug h
thine unspeakabl e goodness towards
this realm , is granted unt o the king s
thereo f, that by the sole imposition of
their hands , a most grievous and filth y
disease should be cured : mercifull y
grant that we may give thee thanks
therefo re , and for this thy singular bene-
fit con fer red on us_, not to ourselves , but
to thy name let us daily give glor y ;
and let us always so exercise ourselves in
piety, that we may labour not only dili-
gentl y to conserve , but every day more
and more to encrease thy grace bestowed
upon us: and grant that on whose bodies
soever we have imposed hands in thy
name-, t hroug h this thy virtu e working
in them, and throug h our ministry * may
be restored to their former health , and
bein g confirmed therein , may perpet u-
all y with us give thanks to thee the
chief physician and healer of all diseases ;
and that henceforth they may so lead
their lives, as not their bodies only from
sickness , but their souls also from sin
may be perfectl y purged and cured :
t hro ugh our Lord Jesus Christ th y son,
who liveth and rei gneth with thee in
the unity of the Hol y Ghost , God world
without end. Amen."

The reader will readil y perceive that
the above office, or formulary was en-
tirel y of popish manu facture ; the king
and whole nation being then Papists 3
but it pro babl y differed not much , if at
all, from those used afterwards by our
Protestant princes , except in the article
pf invoking the f i r gin Mary and the
saints ; in which also consists, seemingly,
the chief difference between the Romish
and English Liturgies : in other respects
the resemblance is great and str iking ;
which is not much to be wonde red at , aa
the model of the latt er is pretty well
known to have been taken from the for-
mer

* * Scward ** Anecdotes, i. 38.

jesty was himsel f so great a lover
of money, and appears to have
been so exceedin gly close-fisted
on other occasions. We may
there fore be very sure that the
conversion of heretics was of the
hi ghest importance in Henry 's
estimation , and what lay ver y
near to his royal heart. This mo-
narch also, with his queen and
eldest son , visited the town of
Lynn , where he very probabl y ex-
ercised the roya l touc h , as scro.
fulous patients may be supposed
to have been then , as they are now,
ver y numerous here , all of whom ,
as well as the res t of the inhabi -
ta nts , would not fail to give ful l
credit to his majesty 's abilit y to
remove the mal ady and res tore the
partien ts to perfect health ; and ,
of course , would be anxious to
app ly to him , which he would
not be likely to discourage. As
to heretics  ̂ there mi ght be then
none of the m here for him to tr y
his royal hand at their conver sion.

His son and high spirite d suc-
cessor , Henr y V I If ,  would doubt -
less be care ful Xo continue thfc
practice of all the rites and cere-
monies apper tainin g to the roya l
function , which had been handed
down to him from his father : and
there is every reason to believe
that the operat ion in question
would not be forgotten or omit-
ted , were it only to be even with
his neighbour and rival , Fra ncis J.
who cer tainl y performed it , and
would not be likely to be suffere d
or allowed to go beyond him on
such an occasion. Henr y there -
fore may be safely set down among
our said royal practition ers * and
even amon g the most able and
powerful of them all. But the
Kingfs evil was not the only evil
ia wkoflQ cur e or femoval h« w«*

10 Richards '* History of the Royal Touch *



particularl y concerned :—h e was
no less concerned in the cure or
remova l of the Pop e's evil, ano-
ther dread fu l malad y, wkich had
J ong and gr ievousl y afflicted most
of the good people of this countr y,
and which was generall y deemed
incurable , till he took it in hand .
All the worl d know how power-
fully and effectuall y his royal touch
operated on that occasion. —It

Es say on the Inf inity of Creation .
Nov. 27th , 1812.

Thoug h the unbounded extent of
the Divin e works be rather a phi-
losophical than a theolog ical sub-
jec t , it is not , however , an unin -
teresting and useless speculation :
and , thou gh it rest upon pro bable
evidence , without admitting of
str ict demonstration 9 we may give
ho irrational assent to the ar gu-
ments for this doctrine.

The proposition of which I shall
attempt the illustration , and , as
far as possi ble the proof , is, th at
creation has no limits conceivable
by the human understanding and
imag ination . Wh at orders of
beings inhabit other planets and
systems , what are their structure ,
powers and employ men ts , I pr etend
not to ex plain.

There are four considerations
on which I shall insist ,—th e infi-
nity of the Divine a ttri butes — the
extreme d ifficult y, not to say th e
impossib ility of suppo sing that
sp ace is either bounded or unoccu -
pied — the construction and ap-
pearances of the heavens —a n d eer-
tain analogies discoverable in na-
ture .

Power , wisdom and benevolence

are the grand attributes of God ,
and we justl y ascri be them to him
witho ut meas ure and imperfection .
Fro m reason and revelation we
further derive a persuasion of the
supreme excellence of his mora l
character : hence we gai n the be*
lief that he is good in the hi ghest
sense of the exp ress ion , that he is
disposed to produce the gr eat est
sum of happ iness, and to pr oduce
it in the best and most effectual
manner .

Shall we assert then that the at *
tributes of the Dei ty are inf inite^but that the effects of them are ,
nevertheless f inite} Can we place
limits to the one , I mean when
they are regarded collectivel y, not
individual ly, while we maint ain
that none are assi gnab le to the
other ? Let us suppose that an
inferior bein g has both the incli-
nation and the capacity to cre ate
a given quantit y of happ iness "w ith -
in his sp here : what can restrai n
him from creating it ? By the
coiidsci ons of the statement he has
no defect of either will or powi *r.
-^-But if this reaso ning be of any
wei ght , how farinore forcibl y may

* Occasional Thoughts , as before , p. 6l.
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seems he had also the repu tation
of being endowed with extraord i-
nary gifts for the cure or pre ven-
tion of the cra mp j and we find
tha t he disti nguished himself by
the consecration of cram p r ings,
which Stephen Gardiner says were
much esteemed every where , and
ofte n sought for** So ver y eminent
was Henry among our royal doc-
tors an d miracle -mongers.

( To le continued.)



we apply it to him who is abso-
lut ely perfec t ! Is he omni potent?
Nothin g can obstruct the bound -
less extent of his operatio ns. Is
he unerrin gly wise ? He know s
how to attain every obj ect which
he has in view. Is he infinitel y
good ? He cannot meditate the
production of a limited sum of
happ iness, wiiile the great est is
equ all y within his power and , as
the ver y word s inf inite goodness
imp ly, equal ly his desire.

However naturall y and com-
monl y we err in entertainin g low
tho ughts of the Supreme Being,
we cannot , on the other hand , form
too elevated ideas of his perfec-
tions and operations ; thou gh when
Ave conceive of the universe as
bounded , even while we extend
it in fancy, to a considerable degree ,
it stiil bears no adequate propor -
tion to its Divine Cause.

If a man direct his eyes from
any spot upon the earth to a given
object , and remark that betw een
himself and th is object there is a.
portion of air or land or water ,
he acquires hence the idea of
space ; nor can he easil y regard
space as boun ded ,. Now , for a
mocoteji r , let him imag ine that the
universe is limite d , and let him
place himself on its confines. In
this case , I believe , the thoug h t
would instantl y occur to him ,
that all beyond is a dark , indeed ,
but a real void , unoccu p i ed by
bodies , yet capable of cont ainin g
bodies. And can a devout and
benevolent mind be satisfied with
the conclusion , that such an im-
mense vacuit y has been left by th e
great Creator , that there is so vas t
and untenant ed a waste in the
possession of the Soverei gn pro-
prietor ? How far more ratio nal
acd elevating is the conviction

that the boundless regions of spac*
ar e peop led by an innum erable .
multitud e and variet y of beings, ,
perci pient , i ntelle ctual and mora l , ,
each fitted to sha re in the bounty, t
each fulf i l l in g the sublim e pur -
poses, and exhibitin g, in differe nt
wa y s, th e glory of Us Maker !

Let us next i nqu ire , what are
the planets which resolve arou nd
the sun as their common centre ?
What those stars and clysters oi
stars , which the eye discerns in
the heavens , on a cloudless night ?
Sound philosop hy rejects the no-
tion that they shine and glitter ,
merel y for the entertainment or
the accommodation of mankind.

Compared with some of the
planets belonging to our system ,
what are the bulk and circumfe r-
ence of this globe ? What ,. indeed ,
is the system itsel f, wh en contrast -
ed with that number (" a num -
ber ," perhaps , " which no man
can reckon ,") of stars which are
justl y thoug ht to be other suns ,
and to make pa rts of other sys-
tems ? Reasonin g from what falls
wi thin the sp here of our discove-
ries and observ ation , together wit h
what is known of the Divi ne
omni potence and goodness , is
the re no probabilit y , that most of
thes e glorious lumi naries are the
mansi ons of diffe rent classes of
creatures , whose structure and
constitu tio n are several l y ada pted
to their res pective situations ?

Lar ge as is the catalo gue of
stars and constellations , which are
perce ptible by the nake d eye, our
sight , when it ha s not the assist*.
ance of art , reaches onl y to a small
proportion of the number . But
when we lea rn that one hundre d
and sixteen thousand pass throu gh
the view of a telescope of mode,
ra te dimen sions, in a quar ter of an

14 Essay on the Infinity of Creation ,



hour , when we further know that
eve r y impro vement in glasses en-
ables us to discover stars not
seen before , when it is found that
the t ract in the firmamen t , which
bears the name of the Milky  JVay9
is. in truth , a most extensi ve bed
of many millions of stars , of vari -
ous sizes, amon g whi ch our sun ,
it would seem, ought to be ra nked ,
and when it appears th at th ere
are ot her milky  ways scatte red
th roug h the expanse of the hea-
vens, together with collections of
stars , beyond the capacity of any
man to count , var iously disposed
and formed , an d sepa rat ed from
eac h other by considerable inter -
vals? we must , assure dly, deem it
improbable that these globes are
uninhabited , and must entenain
nobler and juste r sentiments of the
extent and magnificence of the
universe .

We perceive numerous classes
of cr eatures , in regular descent ,
below us : Nature , so abou nd s
with life as to render it difficult
of belief that a single part icle of
matter , wherever it is found , con.
tains not sentient bei ngs ; and
though it be fair to conclude that
the like gradation ta kes place up-
ward , an d from the human race
.even to the Supreme Intelli gence ,
yet mankind eviden tl y stand at the
head of the globe that we inhabit.

Now , since the distan ce must
ever be infinite between the Crea -
tor and the creature , we may in-
fer th at , for the disp lay of this in*
finite ly ri sing superi ori ty, an im-
mense num ber and vari ety of
wor lds were to be produced. Nor
is th e difficult y greater of conceiv-
ing that the works of God are un-
limite d , than of conceivin g thu s
of his perfections : nor is it less
*asy for such a Being to Torm in-

numerable wor lds , tha n to form
numb erl ess varieties or plants an d
flowers .
\ I may add that the idea of an
un iverse i nfinit e ly extend ed indeed
but all the parts of whi ch have a
mutual connection , are su bservi -
ent to one sublime end and are
governed with perfe ct fac ility and
rect itude , by one ruli ng mind , is
far sublimer and more ratio nal
than that of a vast yet limited
universe , of which the parts arc
few and unrelated.

In Mr. Addiso n's opinion upon
th is subject , there is an appar ent ,
if not a real inconsisten cy : " There
is n& question " says he , " but \tht
univers e has certain bounds set to
it 5 but when we consider that it
is the work of infinite power ,
prom pt ed by infinite goodness ,
with an infinite space to exert iU
self in , how can our imaginatio n
set any bounds to it ?"* He seem*
to have felt the stre ngth of the
evidence , and yet to have been
afrai d of the conclusion.

A deservedl y ad mired write r of
our own times , has represented
the v ast extent of creation in some
of the most majestic strains and
har monious nu mbers of poet ry.
My readers will rind the followin g
lines in Mrs . Barbauld 's S ummer
E vening ^s Meditation ••

What han d unseen
Impels me onward thro ' the glowing

orbs
Of habitable nature , far remote,
To the dread confines of eter nal night ,
Xo solitudes of vast unp eop led sp ace^The desarts of creation, wide and toild ;
Where embryo systems and unkindl ed

suns
Sleep in the womb of chaos P

This is true bublunit y : our
concepti ons an- elevat ed , our ima-
gination is afft ' Ct t *<f , our lanc y and

* Spectator * No* 5b5.
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our expectation are still kept on
the stretch by the descr iption.
The genius of this lady, always
conspicuous , is never eo pre-emi-
nent as when she paints scenes of
waste, ruin and desolation. The
hymn where she draws a picture
of the wreck of
* This fair world, the creature of a day,*1
and her poem, inti t led 44 The year
Eighteen Hundred and Eleven*'*
are inim itable in their kind.
Whether all her views be strictly
just, is another consideration . If
the reasoning of the present essay
is in any tolerable degree correct,
her idea of *' solitudes of vast un-
peopled space, &c." must be
looked upon as rather poetical
than philosophical . N.

Socinian Tracts.
Sir ,

I know not to who m I can ap-
ply with so much pr opriet y , as to
your reader s, for information ,
which I very much want , con-
cerning the old Socinian Tracts .

Three volumes of these , pub-
lished in 169 1, 1692 and 1694, in
smal l 4to. are in my possession.
M y inquirie s relate to the printer ,
editor and supposed con t ributors ,
and to the immediate effect pro -
duced on the public mind.

I hav e heard that a f ourth, and
even afjf th volume wer e publ ished .
Has any one of your read ers seen
either of these volumes ? Or , is
any account of them on record ?

Should any of your learned
corresp ondents , condescend to sa-

? Tune etiam latis apcrit Cassandr a
futu ris

Ora , Dei jussu non unqu am credits
Tcucris.

tisfy me ia these part iculars , he
will find , in due time , that his la-
bour its not thrown away .

FIL1US POLONORUM.

Account of a P ublication of the
Rev. Josep h Milner 's, by Mr.
Rut t *

Bromley , Ja n. 3, 181 3.
Sir ,

Since I sent you the Memoir of
the Rev. J. B. Dewhurst , [vol. vn.
pp. 729—749.] it occur red to me
that I had in my possession a book
wr itten by Mr. Milner. On re-
ferring to it , I found that the au-
thor was Mr. D's. tutor , a circum -
stance whi ch I reg ret not to have
discovered sooner . The book has
th is title , Gibbon 's Account of
Chris tianity considered : together
with some Stri ctures on Hume 's
Dialogues concernin g Natural Re.
lig ion. By  Josep h Milner , A. M.
Master of the Grammar School of
Kingston upon Hu lL York * 1781.

On the merit of th is work , as a
defence of Christi an i ty again st the
insidious att acks of Hume and
Gibbon , I have no desi gn , and
indeed am incom petent , to offer
any opinion , never, so far as I re-
collect , havin g read the volume ,
and havin g now onl y looked
throug h it to ascertain the pious
aut hor s turn of mind , on points
of doctrine , st ill controv erted
among Christians. Man y of your
readers, especial ly the friends of
the late Mr. Dewhurs t, will , I am
persuaded , share with me in the
ver ynatural curiosi ty , to havemore
information respecting his earli -
est instructor , than the Memoi r
could supp ly. The following pas*,
sages will discover the high tone of
Mr. Milner 's orthodox y.
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In his 8th Section , (p, 154) en-
ti tled Rationa lity , while he pra ises
the " admira ble Treatise on the
Human Understandin g,'' he thus
severely animad verts on the au-
thor 's theological writings . " Mr.
Locke led the fashion in introdue -
ing> pompous parade of reaso n-
ing into rel igion ', from that time
a ra tional reli gion has been th e
cant term , with all who profess
to be wiser than others . The pro -
per humble subservienc y of Rea -
son to Chri stianit y, as a ver y use-
ful but very submissive hand ,
maid , has been discard ed.—He
appears to know littl e or nothin g
of that divine faith , which the
scri ptur e describes ; from Locke
down to Hu me, that is to say,
from a cold historical assent down
to atheism itself, or to what is
much the same , there has been
si gradual melanch oly declension
from evangelical simp licity . Rea -
son has impertinentl y meddl ed
with the gospel , and thai with
such overbearin g sedulity , as to
darken it more and more ; and
rivers of tears would not suffice to
bewail the increase of moral misery,
which , since Mr. Locke's time ,
has pervaded these kingdoms*"
After undertaking what he calls
an easy task , " in a summary way,
to answer Mr. Locke 's account of
the provinces of faith , and reason ,
and of enthusias m," in which
•'¦ Lis account of the distinct pro-
vinces of faith and reas on is" de-
scribe d as 4 * insidious and weak "
and •* his whole account of enthu -
siasm is obviate d in a word ." Mr«
Milner , towards the close of the
lection , complains that " the con.
cessions of Locke to infidels , have
given them ad vanta ges which they
prosec ute with merciless ri gour :"
—hi* another place , (pU 199.) he

descri bes Hume " as following the
rational scent of Mr . Locke , who
first , unhapp il y, gave Reaso n leave
to intrude hersel f into the secre t*
of Christianit y ."

Mr. Milner thus ventured to
describe as a cold historica l assent
the Christiani ty of a man , who
had solaced the decline of a long
and exemp lar y life by stud ying the
scri ptures , and indul ging, even to
his last moments , the hop e of the
gospel. But Mr. Locke recover s
re puta tion , when compare d with
modern Socinians * Socinianism,
indeed , appears to have been the
monstrum et horren dum, the raw-
hea d and bloody bones* which
alarmed this good man 's i magina *
tion , obscur ed his jud gment  ̂ and
even exposed to suspicion his in~
tegrity , as a wr iter. Speaking of
" Mr. Gibb on , in the case of
Paul of Samosata ," and his sup -
pos ed vices, Mr. Milner adds :
" H is views seem, on the whole ,
to have much resembled those of
the moder n Socinians. No won.
der that his life was wicked . Men
may tal k of virtue , but pr ovision
for the effectual pra ctice of it is
only attained in the school of
Christ , from which , in realit y,
Socinianism is as abhorrent as any
Deism whatev er. The atonement
and interces sion of God the Son,
and the influe nce of God the Holy
Ghost , bein g excluded or explain ,
ed away, nothin g remai ns of the
gospel , in effect , but what it has
in common with the reli gion of
nature .'' (p. 247*)

H ere , afte r in terpolati ng the
gospel with a God the Son, and a
God the Holy Ghost , this wri ter,
no doubt unconsci ous of th e wron g,
proceeds to spoil Socinianism of her
fai th in a resurrectio n both of the

J ust and the unjust y and the ob-
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li batio ns of righteousness and tern -
pcrance  ̂ under the sanctions of a
jud gmen t to come by the man Chris t
Jes us. Thus forlorn , she is turned
out to associate with the religion
of Nature . M r. Milne r 's ac-
count of Sociniani sm reminds me
of Wa rburton 's charge against
Ma lleit , fcC th at he ha d written th e
Li fe of Lord Bacon , and forgotten
that Bacon was a p hilosop her ,"
Mr. Mi lner has indeed incurre d
the censure of his own motto ,—

~~—maleverum eocanwna t omnis
Corrup tus jiidex * Hor.

Yet he must be allowed to have
been corrupted in his ju dgment ,
not by any criminal pur pose. His
excuse may be given in his own
languag e respectin g Gibbon , (Pr ef.
v.) of whose misre presentations he
says, th at u it is ver y uncandid to
impute th at to design , which arises
from pr ej udices * and adds u wha t
object will not this last discolour V
Mr. Milner could live in the
count ry of Biddle, Ft rmin and
Lardner , and be insensible to the
virtues which mi ght consist with
Sociniani sm. Yet he would nei-
ther persecute for the supposed
crim e of opinio n, nor apologize
for rea l criminality. He thus
wr ites , (p. SI), * 4 Detested be the
spiri t of persecution , thou gh found
in Cal vin : detested be murder
and adult ery , thoug h found in the
man after God's own hea rt /*

It is worth y of remark tha t
Socinia nism has been variousl y
treated by divines of the same
Establish ed Church , from who m
might have been expected a unu
foimity of censure , as they p rof ess
a uniformi ty of faith. Mr. Mil-
ner resolved Socinianism into the
mere reli gion of natu re . On the
other hand , the learned and phi-
losophizing Dr. fj enry More , ex*

pressl y censured Sociaianism , or
rather Socinus, for referring evea
the firs t princi ples of relig ion to
divine revelation , and so deny ing
a reli gion of nature in any proper
sense of the term. I refe r to one
of the letters of Dr. H. More , an-
nexed to his Li fe, (8vo. p. 358,)
and dated from Christ 's College,
Cambrid ge, Oct. 25, 1677- His
word s are rema rkable ," 'Tis most
certa in , that the Socinian s ar e a
dr y, strai t-laced people; and for
wan t of p hilosophy ,  and of that
better sp irit which inclines men
to relig ion , even from their natu -
ral genius , are most-what mere le-
gulious interp reters of the scri p-
ture ; th ough th ey think none
compa rable to themselves . How
meanl y they are appoi nted for
these pretensi ons, the fa t her of
them may witness against them ;
who was of so mean and sunk a
genius ) that he denied the exist-
ence of God could be proved , or
discovered by the light of natural
reason. "

My resp ected friend Dr. Toul-
irti n, in the Memoirs of Socin us t
has quoted (p. 216.) some passa ge*
fro m his work s, upon thi s subject .
To t hese Dr. H . More probabl y
referred . Thu opinion of Socinus
has been ably maintained by a di-
vin e of the Church of Ireland , Dr ,
Joh n Ellis, Vicar of St.Catharine 's,
Dublin. His work was published
in 1771 , after the aut hor 's death .
in 1 vol. 8vo. entitled , The know-
ledge of Divine t hings f ront Reve *
I at ion , not f rom Reason or Na ture.
A lar ge account of this then ver y
scarce , but latel y, I think , re-,
printed , work was given by M r,
Tho mas Christi e, in his Miscella -
n ies, ment ioned in your 6th vol^
p. 582.—Bu t I have been led
away from Mr. Miliier , withr
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whose views ft was indeed bene-
volent to warn his pup il agai nst
the erro rs of the Socinians .

Since the Memoi r was con-
cluded , I have been kind ly in-
form ed, by a corres pondent at
Hu ll , that Mr. Jose ph Milner
** was in high repu tation in the
town and nei ghbourhood , as an
evang elical preacher , and was a
very hi gh ch u rchm an ;" also , that
" his classical literature was gene-
rall y esteemed far to exceed the
ord inary standard . Mr. Milner
was , at the time of his death ,
(Nov. 15, 1797.) Vicar of the
pr inci pal church in the town ,
called the Holy Trini ty. Hi s age
was fifty -th ree."

I remai n, Sir ,
Yours ,
J. T. RUTT.

Scottish Blasphemy Act.
Sir ,

The English Blasphemy Act is
well known , and th rou gh the ex-
ertions of Mr. William Smith , in
the House of Commons , will , it is
hoped , be soon known as it de-
serves, and banished to its own
place : but I appreh end the Scot*
tish Blasp hemy Act is matte r of
less notoriet y. I beg, therefore ,
to extract an account of it , exhi-
bitin g also an instance of its fata l
operation , from " Collections and
Observations, concernin g the Wor-
ship ,  Discip line and Government
of the Church of Scotland . In
f our Books* By  Walter Stewart ,
of P ardovam Edinbu rgh, 1773."
8vo.
. Book iiu Title 1. "Of Apos-
taCy and atheistical Op inions of
Deists," § 3, is as follows ' :—'

4i By the 11th Act of King
William, Par! . l6*)5 > it is ord ained
tftia t whoever ibal L in their writ -

ing or discourse , deny, impugn
or quarrel , argue or reason agai nst
the being of God , or any of the
Persons of the blessed Tr inity, or
the authorit y of the Hol y Scri p-
tures , or the providence of God ,
in the government of the worl d ,
shal l , for the firs t fault be pun-
ished with imprisonmen t , ay and
whil e th ey find bail , to give sati s-
faction , in sackcloth  ̂ to the con-
gregat ion w ithin which the scandal
was committed : and for the se-
cond fault , the delinquent shal l
be fined in one year 's valued rent ,
and the twen tie th part of his fre e
personal estate , besides his bei ng
impri soned , ay and while he give
satisfaction agai n, ut sup ra ; and
for the third fault , he shall be
pun ished with death , as an ob-
stinat e blasphemer . Accor dingly
one Aikenhead was hange d for that
crim e, betwixt Leith and Edin -
burg h, about the year 1697- " pp-
142, 143.

As this instrument nea rl y affect s
the Scotti sh Unit arians , perha ps
some one of them , competent to
the ta sk , will infor m your readers
whether it be still in force, and
also, whether there be any record
of the chara cte r , offence and suf-
fering s of the above -mentioned
Aikenh ead. Was he a proper
Unitar ian mart y r , or did he die
for professed i rreli gion and open
pro phaneness ?

An an swer to these inquiries
will part icularl y obl ige

BIDELL I ANUS.

Mr. Ftotver 's Strictures on Mr .
Belshani's Account of Huber t Ro-
bins on , in his Memoir s of Thto~
p hilu s hind&ey.

Ha rlow, Dec. 5, 1812.
Sir ,

Being latel y on a visit to a muck
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esteemed frien d , of whom such
honourable mention is mad e in
Mr. Belsham 's recent work , Mr.
Reynolds , of Paxton , he presented
me with a copy. The volume
contains such a mass of valuable
infor mation , respecting one of the
excellen t of the earth , that I am
sorr y it should hav e been mixed
with materials which , I fear , will
somewhat diminish its valu e. Stric -
ture s on certain parts , have alread y
appeared in ypur Reposito ry ; but
if there be one part which , in my
opinion , calls for animadversion
more than another , it is that which
relate s to the late Robert Rob -
inson of Cambrid ge ; a man ,
in whose writ ings, and for whose
character , you , Sir , and some of
your readers , are sensi bl e I have
taken a lively interes t , but who has ,
a second time , been wounde d in
the house of a professed friend.
The impression which Mr * Bel-
sham's statement is calculated to
make , may be learned by the fol-
lowing extract of a letter I have
just received from a minister well
known , and much respe cted in the
Christian world :— cc Pray h&ve
you/ ' says my fri end , u rea d Bel-
sham 's Memoirs of Lindsey ? The
author gives a different view of
Rob inson's sentim ents fro m what
you had done*: his view is not
very creditable to Mr.  Robinson9a
hon esty ." Now, Sir , as I have , I
trust , not without success, alrea dy
defended the character of the man
I admire , from an attac k somewhat
similar , I shal l venture on a se-
cond defence. I rel y, theref ore ,
on your wonted impartiality , in

• Memoirs of the Life and Wri tings
of Robinson , pr efixed to vol. i. of his
Miscellaneous Works.

allot tin g me a few pages of your
Repository on this occasion.

The biographer of Mr. Lindsey,
commences his 7th Cha pter with
an account of one of Mr. Robin -
son's most popular works , c * A
f lea  f or  the Divinity of our Lord
Jesus Christ /* in which account
there is, however , such inconsis-
tency, that it is scarcel y possible
for a man of plain , unsophisticat -
ed sense, to form a prope r jud g-
ment of the character or th e
merits of the work . The " Plea"
is in one part described as a Trini-
tarian * and in another as a Sabel -
lian performance : in some pages
as a treatise " writt en with grea t
ingenuit y, combined with wit
and eloquence ;—^-containin g forc-
ible and unansw er able ar guments
against the Ari an hypothesis ;—ac-
companie d with great liberal ity
towards those who hold a differen t
opinion , and breathin g throug hout
a most amiable spirit of candour: "
in the same chap ter ,—" as egre-
giously trifling , so far as ar gu-
ment is concerned ;—containi ng a
sort of defence of the Deity of the
Son of God , which learned Trini -
tari ans, the Bulls and Waterla nds
of a former age, would hav e
blushed to avow ; — consisting
chiefl y of a collection of texts , ar -
ranged as suited the auth or 's pur -
pose, without any at tention to the
connection , and even without any
attemp t to ascertai n the correc t-
ness of the translation ; and com-
mente d upon , and exp lain ed agree-
ably to his own preconc eived opin.
ions, in a dogmatical style, with
all the confiden ce of insp irat ion
itself ! — Censuring Jesus Ch rist
and his apostles, if they did not
mean to teach the doctri ne which
he imputes to them , not a suspi-
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don of which ever en tered in to
their imaginations; not a single
trace of ' which is to be discovered
in their discourses 'and writings ;
and fr om the very idea of which
they would have recoiled with hor -
ror *" —Leavin g the dashing asser -
tions in the lat ter part of these
quotat ions, to be reprobated as
they deserve , by every reader of
the New Testame nt , whose mind
is not deep ly tainted with preju-
dice , I pr oceed with the biogra -
pher 's account o£ the ** Plea. "

Of this curious Trinitaria n and
Sabellia n perfor mance , so ar gu-
mentativ e and so void of ar gu-
Kteivt , so libera l, candid , dogmati -
cal and self-sufficient , we are fu r-
ther informed , th at , al though , as
we have seen, C i  the learned Trini -
tarians of a form er age would have
blushed to avow it ," the learned
Tri nitarians of the present age,
both in the establ ished church and
out of it , honoure d it with the ir
most marked approbation , and
" court ed the acquaintance of the
author ,'* and that " i t  was pre t ty
general ly ag reed that the Plea was
the best defence of the Divini ty of
Ch ris t which had been published. "
If the reader can compre hend th is
u mixtu re of jarri ng and incon -
sistent opinions/' (to borrow the
langua ge of the biogra pher) or fro m
such a statement , form any just

* It ought to be care fully noted , th at
the grand doctrine of the 4< Plea'* is that
of the " Deity unitin g hi mself to the
man Jesus Christ ; and in whom dwells
all the fu lness of the Godhead ," and
from which, -whatever alteration might
take place in some of the author 's expla-
nation s respecting it, there is no evi-
dencc he ever departed - See the f x  Pica;*
4th Ed* p. 173, and Mr. Robinson 's let-
ter to Mr Lucas , written in the last
year of his life,—MwccJ l. Works, vol.iv.
p. *89.

Vf

idea of the " Plea ," he must pos-
sess a facultv of which 1 have no
conception .

It must , indeed , appear sur -
pr ising to Mr. Belsham , that a
perform ance *fc in point of ar gu-
ment , so egregiousl y t riflin g,"
should have drawn fort h *4 a pro -
fusion of complimen ts/' fro m so
many learned men ; and th at one
in particular , the intimate friend
of Mr . Lind sey, tc the learned
Archdeacon Blackburn e," should
rank amon gst its warmest admirers .
That admiration was too con.
spicuous to escape the notice of
the biograp her : but , that his
readers might be guar ded , in due
time , fro m paying too much at-
tention to the Archdeacon 's jud g-
ment , we are told in the outset ,—»
<c This learned and emin ent di-
vi ne, tt is p lain , had paid mor e
attention to the subject of Chris -
tian libert y tha n of theolo gical
controvers y ." I must , however,
confess, that on a perusal of his
wri tings, and after atte nding to
the evidence produced by Mr. B« to
me cc it is plain ," th at the learned
Archdeaco n had paid almos t as
much attention to " theolo gical
controver sy," in genera l, and to
the controvers y more immediatel y
alluded to , in particula r , as the
learne d biogra pher. The high
paneg yrics passed on the 4C Plea/'
the serious examination of its ar -
guments , the number of text s con-
sulted , the eager and industrious
resea rches respect ing any answer
which might have escaped him ,—
all these circ umstances , detailed by
Mr . Belsham , afford demonstra -
tive evidence of the Archdeacon 's
close and long«continued attention
to this important subject.

Our author add *,—" It doe*
not appea r whether tfee Archdea -
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con was ever convinced of the fu-
tility of the ar guments of the
* Plea J by the Exa mina tion of
Mr. Lindse y. " The re is, ho w-
ever , some evidence on this point ,
presum ptive and positi ve. Had
the Archdeacon been convince d of
the futilit y oi the main ar guments
contained in the " Flea/ ' surel y
the circumstance could not have
escaped the attention of his friend
Liuds ey, with who m he so fre-
quentl y corres ponded , who must
have possessed some curiosi ty , if
not anxiet y, on the subject , and
and whose satisfaction at the con-
versio n of so eminent a man , must
have been so great , that it is high-
ly impro babl e it should have re-
main ed a secret : but what follows
affords direc t and positive eviden ce,
that the opinion ef the Arch dea-
con, respecting the general meri ts
of the *' Plea," remained the same
to the close of his life ; for in the
quotation fro m the Archdeaco n's
biograpker , his son , the present
worth y rector of Bri gnal, he thus
expresses himself: — c * We have
not been able to discover that the
Archdeacon 's sentim ents ," [re -
specting the " Plea ,"] u underwen t
any chan ge  ̂ as he recommended
the serious perusal of it , to some
young cler gymen, a very few
"w eeks before his death. " That
the A rchdeacon had attentivel y
examined the answer of his friend
Lindse y, which had bee n pre sented
to him when first published , cannot
be doubted ; and it is as free from
doubt , that he would not , at the
dosrc of his life, have recommend -
ed the Li serious perusal" of the
" Plea" to the young clergymen of
his acquai ntance, had not his opi-
nion of its general excellence re-
main ed unaltered .

Fr om the popularit y of the
" Plea /* and the deep impression it
mad *? on the public , we ar e in-
formed that a rep ly was at length
thou ght advi sable ; Mr. Lindse y,
therefore , in 17-85, about nine
years afte r its fi rst appea rance ,
pu blished , ano nymousl y, his " Ex-
amination -" A second edition ?
vvith the name of the auth or was
pu blisher! in 1789 '. of this per for -
m ance Mr. Belsham presents us
with a brief anal ysis, which he
concludes as follows :—

*' The success of this Ex amin a-
tion was complete : from the time
it was pu blished , no perso n, who
had the least p retension to biblical
learn ing , was heard to open his
lips in defence of this famou s
u Plea :" not a syllable was wri t-
ten in confu tation of the reply.
Those who would not retrac t were,
at least , compelled to be silent ;
and it seemed to be un iversal ly
conee ded i that if the Divinity of
Chris t was to be def ended at all,
it must be upon a very different
ground from that which was oc-
cup ied by this much-vau nted per-
formance. "

To this statement , I beg leave
to reply that , confide nt as is the
language of the wri ter , there is no
evidence to support i t ;  on the
contrar y , there is much to confute
it. The 44 Examin ati on ," what -
ever are its merits , appears to have
excited but littl e attentio n , com-
pared with the " Plea ;" four edi-
tions of the latter sold in less time
than one of the former . In flat
contradiction to Mr. B.'s assertion ,
" that it seemed to be universally
conceded  ̂ that if the Divinity of
Chris t was to be defen ded at aU9
it must be on ver y diffe rent gr oun d^&c«" I affijrp , without fear of
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refu tation , that many person * of
und oubted tolents, learning, piety
and liberal ity, after read ing both
the " Plea" and the " Exami qa.
tion. *' were of opinion that , al-
though there might be occasional in-
accuracies in th e former , (and , per -
haps , in the latte r) whi ch on such a
subject of controversy, need not ex-
cite surprise , the main arguments
of the •* Pl ea" remained unshaken .
Will Mr. B. argue , that because
no answer was written to th e
4 i  Examination / ' it was unanswer -
able ? I have never heard of any
answer which the learned biogra -
pher has written to the strictures
which have appeare d on his fa-
mous adulator y Jubilee Sermon ,
or on his still more famous Lette r
of high-flown pane gyric , addresse d
to his favouri testatesm an , the ma-
ker and the bre aker of the treat y of
Amiens , the author of an inglo-
rious peace and an unjust war ,
,one of the champ ions of corrup -
t ion, sinecures , slave-tra ffickin g
« and intoleran ce,—Lord Sidmouth ;

or on some of his other writin gs.
Are we, there fore to conclude it
to be cc unive rsal ly conceded /' that
neither the learne d divine and
politician , nor his friends ventur e
*^ to utter a syllable in their de-
fence V* Controversi alists shoul d
be cautious of using weapons
which cut both ways, and whi ch
may be so effectual ly turne d a-
gainst themsel ves.

But , althoug h there may be
many who thoug ht , and who still
think , the " P lea" possesses some
degree of superiori ty, even in point
of ar gument , and a high degree of
superiori ty of style a«ud manner
of writin g over the c ' Examina -
tion,5 * it mat ter s little , as they
arc 4ll pro nounced iguorant , and ,

of course , not competent to give
an opinion on the subject. If
they venture to " open their li psr
in defence of the * Plea ,* '* they are
modestl y told— ** they have not
the least preten sions to biblical
learning V y Poor Archdeaco n
Blackburne ! you were before p ro-
nounced a superficial ju d ge ot th e-
ological controversy , an d now it
appears , on the same autho ri ty,
that you had not *4 the leasi pr e-
tension s to bibl ical leaFpiag.,'*
The au thor of the " Plea /' ju dg-
ing from the notes accomp any-
ing that per formance , to say no-
thin g of his other works , was
thoug ht , by some, not ent irely
desti tute of " bibli cal learning /1
but now we find, that he and his
admi rers * all those who* pr esum e
to Ci open the ir lips in defence of
the Plea/'must be pronounced des»
titute " of the least pre tensions " to
this importan t branch of science.
AH most lie prostrate under this
sweeping sentence. - Let Chris -*
tiaps, therefore , pf all classes, the
learned as well as others , who stud y
the sacred writi ngs, henceforth be-
ware how they diffe r from the
oracle of c< biblical lear ning, '' of
Essex Street chapel .

Extraordi nary as some of the
opinions and langua ge I have
qu oted must appea r to the impar -
tia l reader , he must prepare him *
self for what are still more extra-
ordinar y  ̂ The biogra pher adds ,
" The impression naa .de by the
E xa mmcUtonj on th e ingenuous
mind of the author of the £le<au.
was very cpnsiderabi e. Mr. TX o-
biij san was *t*mg to the quicks by
the grave, &n4 a* his consmsne *
must have testif ie d , the not un-
merited Rebuke of his unk aowr *
oppaae *tf • H i* friej&4& urg ^cfc tijjô
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his opponents challenged him to
stand upon his defence ;* or to
fulfil his promise , that if ever he
discovered his deceptio n he would
retract his error. He resolved
however to keep a p ruden t silen ce s"
To th is uneandiri , unjust and cru el
attack on Mr . Robinso n's integri ty,
I could , in complete refu tation ,
produce amp le evidence ; but I
have no occason to refer to any
other evidence than that , extra -
ordinar y as it may seem, present -
ed by the biograp her himself , in
the very page last quoted . u I do
not intend /' says Mr. Robins on in
a lette r to a friend , *c to answer
the anon ymous examiner. He
I ATH NOT TOUCHED M Y AR-
cwm ents : his faith stan ds on
critic isms ; and my argument is,
that if the doctri ne require crit i-
cal proof , it is not popula r , and
there fore not divine. Yes, the y
will have the last word * and let
them have it. —Is this , I seriou sly
demand , the language of a man
*c stup g to the quick," suffering
under the severe 4C re bukes of con-
science ?" of a man , according to
the inj urious statement of Mr. B.,
possessing neith er sufficient cou-
rage to defend his widely circ ulat -
ed opinions , nor sufficient honest y
to fulfil his promise to the publi c
" to retr act his eiro rs whenever he
should be convinc ed of them ;"
and , therefo re , with sneaking cow-
ardice " prudentl y resolvin g to
be silent ?" No! such language is,
on the contrar y, that of th e man
^M  M ¦ I . . 

I . i . . . .- ¦ - .  m. i .1  ̂ , „„ ,, i, I, 
m ummmmmmmmp———¦

* Who wer# these <* challenging op-
ponent s?" If th eir challeng es were in
print , they are , by this time, hur ried
down the stream of oblivion. As Mr.
Beltham does not mention them, some
may be inclined to think they were ,
with the exception of Mr. Lindtcy,
Falittrf pt« mep u» buckram /"

unstun g even at the sur face, and
whose conscience was with out re-
buke , I appeal , therefoi e, with
confidence to every reader of com-
mon sense and common cand our ,
whether I have not a ri ght to pro -
nounce Mr. Belsham 's assum p-
t ions, so deeply affecting Mr. Ro-
binson 's moral character , entire ly
ground less, contrad ictor y to the
ver y plainest evidenc e, and , of
course , most unwarranta bl e and
inexcusable ! They are , indeed ,
utterl y inconsistent with the terms
of respect , 4C ingenuous , worth y,
excell ent , &c/' app lied by the
biogra pher to Mr. Robi nson , and
which are scarcel y to be regarded ,
as he is at the ver y moment en-
deavourin g to rob him of that
character which ought ever to be
deemed the most important , by the
Christ ian more especiall y ; a cha-
racter of divine ori gin ,—l i  the no-
blest work of G&V, AN HONEST
M A N ."

There are other parts of the
chapter I have noticed , in which I
conceive there are mistakes re-
specting Mr. Robins on and his ad-
mirers , too material to pass un-
connected ; but I fear I have al«
rea dy intruded on your limit s , if
not on the patience of your read -
ers . I must , theref ore , defer the
remainder of my strict ures to ano-
ther letter.

I conclude by observin g, that
whatev er may be thou ght of my
conduct in th e pr esent instanc e, I
am conscious of havin g no other
motives tban the love of truth , and
respect for the memory of a great
and good man ; of one whose cha-
racter was thus br iefly summed up
by the fri end of Mr. Lindsey, so
often re ferred to by his biograp her :
— " Robert Rob inson , pne of
the ablest and hon estest
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writ ers in the kingdom.*0 I have ,
therefore , no apology to make for
what I have written * If, whilst
endea vouring to correct the errors
of others , I should , inadvertentl y,
have committed errors myself, no
one, I hope , will , on their bein g
pointed out , be more read y to ac-
knowledge them.

I remai n, Sir ,
Your constant Reader ,

B. FLOWER.
P, S. The following extracts

from M r. Belsham 's work ,(p . 34 8c
492) may serve to shew Mr * Black -
burne rs close attention to theology
in general , and what is of the
greates t importan ce, to practi cal
theology in particular :—" Earl y
in the summer of the year 176$,
these gentlemen [the Rev. W.
Turner and Dr. Priestley ] met
Mr. and Mrs . Lindsey , bv ap-
pointment , at the house of Arc h-
deacon Blackburne , at Richmond ,
where th ey passed some day s to-
gether , in that unreser ved and de-
lightful interchan ge of sentiments ,
and in those free and amicable
discussions , which would natu -
ra lly take place among persons of
high intellectual attainments , in
whose estimatio n the discover ies
of divine revelat ion held the most
* on our able place, and who were
all equa lly an imated with the same
ard en t love of truth , and with the
same generous zeal for civil and
reli gious liberty ."

• «' The pamp hlet mentioned above
[the Plea ] is the work of Mr. Robinson ,
pastor of a Baptist church and congre -
gation at Cambrid ge; one of the ablest
and hones test writers in the kingdom ,
and author of that excellent tract , en-
titled ArcanaS* — Btacjcbjirnc 's Works ,
T©1. i. Life, p. iq6.

Extract of a Letter from Mr.
Blackburne to Mr * Lindsey*

March 1, 1753.li When one sees what different
opinions ar e founded upon th e
scr iptures , by differe nt head s, an d
none of th em void of plausi bility ,
I am str ongly tempted to paro dy
a strikin g passage in the gospels
thus :—Except you r chari ty ex-
ceed the Athanasians , Methodis ts ,
mystics and zealots of ever y sect ,
ye shall in no wise enter into the
kin gdom of heaven. O, my frien d ,
what shall we do to unlade our
hearts of the worl d , and to fill them
with God , so as to do, think and
say all to his glory ? I arti so far a
mystic as to thin k this attainable ,
and am misera ble, wret chedl y
miserable , in finding myself so far
behind those who have al read y at-
tained hithe rto . Pray for me,
dear Mr. Lindse y, as I do dail y for
you , that we may be reall y in-
strumental in doing some of th at
good which is well pleasing to God ;
and at least that this evSokioc. may
receive no let , either fro m oar in-
dolence , or the incongruit y of our
doctrine or manners. O, what a
glory to carr y with us one soul
to heaven for sera phs to rejoi co
over , an d to raise the exultatio ns
of the heavenl y host ! What are
all the care s, r iches , pleas u res or
anx ieties in the worl d compared
to this ! Teach me, for I know
you can , how that frame of mind
is to be put on , which must carry
us to our utmos t perfection in
Chr ist. I am , with unabated love
for you , the unwo r th iest of all
your fellow-servants .

F. B."
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hitherto escaped notice, and may
be worth attending to» He ap-
pears to have a full conviction <$f
the difficulty of his undertaking,
and resolves to proceed with catu
tion in it."

Now, Sir, permit me to ask,
whether this singular man be liv«
ing ? or when he died ? how far
he proceeded in his philosophical
project ? what was the precis© re-
ligious system laid down in " The
Gospel Recovered ?" whether he
retained his religious sentiments
to the last ? and whether they
made any impression upon his
townsmen and neighbours ?

I hope your northern readers
will not think my questions idle,
but believe me to be,

PHILO-SCOTUS*

On a Genera l Association of Uni~
tartans *.

War ring torn, 14th Nov. 1812,
Sin,

I read with pleasure the re.
marks of Koinonos in your Repo-
sitory for September, (Vol. VII.
p. 570) on the Plan of an Unita-
rian Association*

I agree with him that the union
should ^commence between the
members of each society , and
from thence should be extended
to district, provincial and nation-
al meetings. No other object ion
could possibly be made to the in*
eluding of Scotland in the nation-
al meeting than the very , great
length of the j ourney fro m the
remotest situations in that part of
the island* It was a fr iend of
mine who aertt yoj* the paper on
which Koinonos has favoured t*he
public with his remarks. My
friend lias for some time iK)t, pnty
entertained the views which Koi-
nonos embrace*, but has put them

24 On a Genera l Association of Unita rians.
John Goldie, of Kilmarnock.

Sir,
As your volume circulates in

Scotland , I should wish to sub.
mit an inquiry or two, to your
readers there, arising out of Maty 's
Review* vol. viii. for the year
1785.

In p. 282,is the following article
of literary ' intelligence^ said to be
c * extracted from a tour through
Scotland , lately taken by an inge-
nious friend."

** K ilmarnock.—In this place
is an ex traordinary man, one John
Goi/die, a peasant's son, who
firs t shewed his genius, by making
a mill to grind corn , with a knife,
and then a wooden clock. He
published, some time ago, Essays
8vo. and ju st now hath brought
forth a work^ entitled The Gos*
pe l Recovered, in 5 vols. 8vo. in
which he shews that Christiani ty
is totally corrupted ; and labours
with extreme ardour and zeal,
to overthro w the doctrines of pre-
destination, original sin, the Trini-
ty, &c. &c. &c« I take him to
be a man of great natural powers.
In many th ings he strongly resem-
bles Thomas Chubb. The gentry
in the neighbourhood who pa-
tronise him have very imprudentl y
put into his hands the works of
Morgan and other deisti cal wri-
ters, which hat confused his idea$,
and made him adopt some erro-
neous notions about the Mosaic
system, &c At present, indeed ,
he is a little out of the th^ologic
line, and is preparing a great
work to confute Sir Isaac New-
lion's philosophy, and restore the
vortices of Descartes. You do
not suppose that I think he will
succeed in his attempt ; yet I
apprehend his plodding brain will
bring forth several things that have



into prac tic e, so that he cannot
be considered as cling ing co the
pre jud ices of an earl y educat ion.

Koinonos allows the advan ta ge
of havin g persons to conduct the
devotional exercises , and to take
the lead in the instruction of
Christian societies, whose previ-
ous ed ucation and presen t leisure
enable them to make deeper and
more accurate researches into
Chri stian truth , and consequentl y
bet ter qualif y them for the instruc -
tion of their fellow-christians.
Whilst this is the case, the dis-
tinc tion between minister and
people will be kept up, withou t
supposing that there is any othe r
superiori ty in the ministerial cha-
rac te r than what arises from the
superior qua lifications of the mi-
niste r , and from the superior in-
format ion and improvement which
his people derive from his fait hfu l
and usefu l ministe ria l services.
But wher e, in consequence of the
want *>f funds and the povert y of
the members , provision cannot
be made for a minister , let per-
sons so circumstanced meet toge-
the r , however few their numbe r ,
and availin g them selves of every as-
sistance which they stand in need
of, either for the devotional or
the instructive part of the service,
let them worshi p their Heavenl y
Fat her in sp iri t and in tru th , and
teach the pur e , unadul tera te d doc-
tri nes of the gospel. Fro m socie-
ties of th is descri pt ion , let such
delegates be sent as the members
may th ink most eligibl e. But I
agree with my friend in th inking
tha t where there is a minister to
conduct th e reli gjous services of
the congregation he shoul d be one
of the delegates, and that he
should not be tte only delegate .
Some of the congregation , 1

think , should be deputed to act
with him. One materi al object
of the association , but in my opi-
nion not the most impo rtant , is to
provide the requisi te funds for
carr ying on every obj ect which
may be favourable to the propa-
gation of reli gious know led ge,
and to the promot ion of Christi an
impro vement. The most usefu l
part of the institution , I appre -
hend , will be to promote a spiri t
of reli gious inquir y , to generate a
thi rst for Ch ris tian knowl ed ge in
the minds of ministers and peop le,
and to excite' both to be ac.ive
and zealous in the dissemin ation
of every impor tant rel igious trut h
among their friends and neigh-
bours . I think all parties , both
ministers and people, should put
thei r hand to the plough , and I
there fore wish that both should be
included in the delegation . I
should be sorr y to see any classes
excluded. I should theref ore wish
to see the bachelor , as well as the
married man , th us ac tivel y em-
ployed in promotin g the great
cause of the gospel. I should
wish to see the generous ent husi -
asm and activit y of youth , as wel l
as the sedater jud gment of ri per
years , called into exercise in thi s
great and glorious work .

The most usefu l part of the
plan , I app rehen d , wil l be foun d
tha t of the congregations associ-
ated in classes for reli gious and
th eological Conver sation , and ^of
neighbourin g societies m district
meeting s* This , I app rehend , in
many cir cuits , might be com-
menced ifDmedia tel y, and with
very great ad vanta ge, with out
waitin g for the ar ran gement of the
more extensive associations which
could not well take place till a
considerable numb er of the smal-

toj c. viu ; *
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ler ones were established . With
respect to the regulations for the ir
internal government , exper ience
trould soon correct any thing
\Vhich at the outse t might not have
i>e£n sufficientl y consi dered. At
the same time , the observations of
the friends of ffee inquir y must be
of considerabl e advanta ge , and I
there fore hope th at the Unitaria n
public will , throug h the medium
of your valuable Repository , be
favoured with the ftirthcr senti-
ments of the advocates of Chris -
tian truth on this subject.

A FRIEND TO CHR ISTIAN
U N I O N .

tJ >« the Letters of the i C Daven-
try P up il " and Mr. Belskam.
\VoL VII. p. 609 & 6&4.]

December , 21 , 1812.
Sir ,

Little as I am in the habit of
wondering , be ing now in the v^le
of years , I must acknowled ge my-
self astonish ed at readin g the ani -
madversio ns of your reverend cor-
responden t , Mr. Belsham , in the
last number of your Repositor y,
[Vol . VII. p. 684.] on a letter ad-
dres sed to you by a I >aventry pu -
p it, [ib. p. 609.] I could'have
bad no idea that there was any
thin g so exceedingly wron g and
offensive in can didl y pointing out
** mistake in the Memoirs of Mr *
JLin dsey , as to hurt the feelings of
tbe author , and give a more than
usual asperity to his langu age,
little becoming the gentleman , and
still less a professed disciple and
ministe r of the meek and lowly
Jesus.

Mr. B« is one of the last per-
sons tha t should tdke offence at
an attem pt to Correc t a mistake of
bis own , "Who speak s of himself as
havi ng been egregiouslj r mistake n

throug h the greater pfcrfc of Iffa
life, notwithstanding the distin -
guished advanta ges he enjoyed Tot
the investi gation of truth , in an
instituti on conducted on a trul y
liberal ground , and whose tl rhe
and talents are so zealou sly em-
ployed in corr ecting the dreadful
mistakes of ninety -nine in a hun -
dred of the Christian world.

Havi tig had the pleasure of hfa
acquaintance from the commence ,
ment of his academical course ,
and well knowing the amiable
character he supported , fcnd the
general attachment he secured to
himsel f in different situations by
the urbanity and politeness bf his
man ners , nothing but bis own sig-
nature woul d have led me to sup-
pose that the above letter cattfe
fro m his pen . What reflectio n
was it upon Mr. B* that he should
not have known the whol e reasoti
wh y TMr. Ashwor th was not ac-
tually  chosen by the Northam pton
tongregatioti , though his^ senti-
ments were in unisbn wifh those
of their late venerate d and beldv-
ed pasto r , Dr . Doddrid ge, \fy
whom he had been recommended to
that situation ? The reason ^which
the Davenlry Pup il assigns, (to
which I could add another proba -
ble one) I doubt ftot was just , and
it was much <c to the purpose ;.**
But , supposing it to be a mistake,
it does ti6t follow that what Mr.
B. assigns was the true one ; which
implies a gross reflectio n upon tho
Dr. and his congrega tion, as nvel l
as upon Mr. Ashworth.

As to the other supposed mis-
take of the learne d author of the
Memoirs , concerning the compa-
rative ort hodoxy of Mr. Gilbert
and Dr. D. I beg leave to remafk,
that Mr. Bfs objection to the
testimony of his opponent, What.

#5 On the Lttterw of the " H *tdritry Pup iP anB J^r. Belsham.



ev*r it may* have of wit , contains
no solid argum ent. Supposing
th is Daventry Pup il to be up-
wards of seventy years of age, he
was twenty * 4 above fifty years
ago," and sure ly a stud ent of
tha t age might be a competent
iudge of a ministe r 's strain cJf
preaching. But he rests his asser -
tion not mer ely upon his jud gment
tJi &iy but upon printed sermons
stil l extant. To his testimon y,
however , " I must add ," notw ith -
standing Mr . B's ingenious com-
ment on that phr ase, my own. I
was a student at I>aventr y during
the lifetime of Mr. Gilbert , and
I occasionall y officiated at North -
am pton afte r his death. Now,
Sir , thoug h I never heard him
preac h , yet from what I could not
but hear from the peop le there
concerning him , I am persuaded
that , notwithstandin g the respec -
tabilit y of his character , his pub -
lic services were not popu lar , ei-
ther in regard to matter or man.
lier , nor such as to corr espond
with th e taste of that party of
Christian s to which Mr. B. sup-
poses him to have belonged.

As to what concerns Mr. Hex-
tnl r tHoqgh it is tru e , Mr. B.
4C has not mentioned his n^ni c,"
every dissenter in or near North -
ampton , of sufficient age, would
at once know what " independent
chu r-cti," was allude d to. I t was
right theref ore , in my opinion ,
that a cor rect account of tha t af-
fai r should be given , and particu -
larl y to pr eve^U the censure 's being
misfipp lie4 by strangers.
After ^U, Mr. Editor, (not to in-

quire what these things had to do in
ml4f * of JVf r-!Lindseyt) I should not
fer ret thought the matters at issue
of sufficient importance io have
written to you upon them, had it
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not been for the check given by
the spiri t which Mr. B's letter
discovers , to that free , good.hu-
moure d corres ponde nce which is
to be wished for , and in which
you , Sir , as edi tor , are concern -
ed. I cannot see any necessar y
tendenc y in Umt ar ianism to inte r-
ru pt the wonte d cours e of friendl y
and gentle feelings, to raise the
tone , in speakin g or writi ng, and
to give its advocat es a fan cied
place above the common stan dard
of human intell ect. Could I sup.
pose these to be its legitimate off-
spr ing, I should have a ver y pow*
erfu l additional argument aga inst
it . - That there m*y be no d rea d
of a chall enge for every little d if L
ference as to fac ts or opinions ,
an d that one loss may not be fol-
lowed by another and a greater ,
the loss of ar gument by the loss
of temper , is th e wish of your
obedient servant ,

ANOT HER DAVE1TTRY Pu blic.
P. S. A friend of the late I>r-.

Price would ask Mr. Bel sham,
whether the choice of Dr. Pries t-
ley to succeed that gentleman at
Hackne y was owing to his not
havin g been exp licit in acquain t*
ing tha t congregation with his sea.
timemg ?

JOHN MILT O N.
Vhus Patronu s Lotus c mis or satis est.

EPI8COPIUS .

This wond erfu l genius towere d
above his contemporaries , a^
much in point of unders tanding as
of imaginati on. His prose , no
less than his poetical , work s bear
the stam p of true greatness. In
going throu gh them latel y, we
have take n extrac ts, which we shal l
lay before jour readers in successive
numbers : out end wil l be an*



ewered if We so far impre gnate them
with the sp irit of this divine wri -
ter as to quicken them to t he de-
sire of conversin g with him in his
immortal works.

EDITOR.

a life beyond life. "Tis true , n«
age can rest ore a life, whereof
perhaps th ere is no great loss ; and
revolut ions of ages do not oft re-
cover the loss of a rejected trut h ,
for the want of which whol e nation s
fare the worse . We should be
war y there fore what persecution
we raise against the livin g labours
of public men , how we spill that
seasoned life of man , preserv ed
and stored up in books ; since we
see a kind of homicide may be
thus committe d , sometimes a mar -
tyrdom ; and if it extend to the
whole impr ession , a kind of mas-
sacre , whereof the execution ends
not in the slay ing of an elemental
life, but strikes at that ethereal
and sift essence, the b reath of
reason itself , slays an immortalit y
rather than a life.

No. III.
Ca lvin.

We have lookt so long upon the
blaze that Zuing lius and Calvin
hath beaconM up to us, th at wg
are stark blind .

No. IV.
Cath olic Fai th.

Nothin g can be to us cath olic
or universal in rel igion , but wha t
the Scri pture teaches : whatsoeve r
without scri pture plead s to be uni.
ver9al in the church , in being
unive rsal is but the more schis-
matical . '

No. V.
Roman Catholic.

Whereas the Pap ist boasts him-
self to be a Roman Catholic , it
is a mere contra diction , one of
the Pope's Bulls , as if he should
say, universal particular , a Ca-
tholi c schismatic.

?S John Milton.

No. I.
Acts of Grace.

He [Cha rles I.] twits th em [the
Parliam ent) with his " Acts of
Grace , ' * proud and unself-kaowing
word s in the mouth of any king who
affects not to be a God , and such as
ough t to be as odious in th e ear s
of a free nation. For if they were
unjust acts , wh y did he gran t them
as of grace? If jus t , it was not of
his grace , but of his duty and his
oath to grant them.

No. II .
Books *

Books are not absolutel y dead
things , but do conta in a potencie
of life in th em , to be as active as
th at soul was whose pr ogeny they
are : nay , th ey do preserve as in a
viol the pur est efficacy and ex-
tractio n of tha t living intell ect
that bred them. 1 know th ey are
as livel y a-nd as vigorously pro-
ductive as those fabulous d ragons
teeth ; and being sown up and
down , may chance to spring up
armed men. And yet, on the
other hand , unless wariness be
used , as good almost kill a man
as kill a good book : who kills a
man , kills a rea sonable creature ,
God' s image ; but he who de-
stro ys a good book , k ills reas on
itsel f, kills th e image 6f God , as
it were in the eye. Man y a man
J ives a bu rden to the earth ; but
a good book is the precious life-
blood of a ma6ter - spirit , imbalm -
#d and trea sure d up on purpose to



No, VI.
Chap lains.

The Scripture owns no such
order, no such function in the
church ; and the church not own-
ing them^ they are left , for aught
I know, to such a fu rther exam-
ining as the sons of Sceva, the
Jew*, met witb . Bishops and
presbyters we know, and deacons
we know , but what are chaplains ?
In state, perhaps, they may be
listed among the upper serving
men of some great houshold , and
be admitted to some such place,
as may stile them the servers, or
th« yeomen-ushers of devotion,
where the master is too resty, or
loo rich to say his own prayers,
or to bless his own table.

No. VII.
Charity .

As without chari ty, God hatTi
given no commandment to men,
so without it neither can Jnen
Tightly believe any commandment
given. For every act of true
faith, as well that where by we be-
lieve the law, as th at whereby we
endeavour the law, is wrought in
us by charity, according to that
in the divine hymn of St. Paul 9
1 Cor. 13 , Charity believeth all
things ; not as if she were so cre-
dulous ; which is the exposi tion
hitherto current, for that were a

j r

trivial praise, but to teach us that
Charity is the high governess of
our beliefs and that we cannot
safely as&tnt to any precept wri t-
ten in the Bible, but as chanty
commends it to us. Which agrees
with that of the same apostle to
the Rp kcs. iv. 14, i& where he
tells us that fcbe way to get a sure
undoubted knowledge of things.

is to hold that f or  tru th+ which Htm
cords most with char ity .

Last of all* to t trese whose mind
is to maintain textual restri ction,
whereof the bare sound cannot con-
sist sometimes with humanity ,
muc h less with charity  ̂ I would
ever answer, by putti ng them in
remembrance of a command above
all commands, which they seem to
have forgot, and who spake it .*;
in comparison whereof, this which,
they so exalt, is a petty and sub-
ordinate prece pt. Let them go>
therefore, with whom I am loth
to couple them, yet they will
needs run into the same blindness
with the Phari sees ; let them go
theref ore, and consi der well what
this lesson means ,'J will have mercy
and not sacrif ice ; for on that
saying all the law and p rophets
depend , much mote the gospel,'
w hose «nd and excellence is mercy
and peace : or if they cannot learn
that, how will they hear this ? which
yet I shal l not doubt to leave with
them as a conclusion ;—That God
the Son hath put all other things
under his own feet ? but his com-
mandments he hath lef t all under
the f eet of char ity .

No. VJIL
National Church.

It is a ruie and principle, wor-
thy to be known by Christians,
that no scripture, no, nor so
mu ch as any ancient creed , binds
our faith or our obedience to any
church whatsoever, denominated
by a particular name ; far less,
if it be distinguished by a several
government fro m that which is
iudeed catho lic* No man was
ever bid be- subject to the Church
of Corinth , Rome or Asia, but
to the Church wi ihout  addition ,
as it held faithfu l to the rules of

John Milion. 4$



scriptu re ami Ae government es-
tablish ed i« all places by the
apott les ; which at fi rst was uni -
versal ly the same in all chu rches
etud congregations ; not differin g
or distingu ished by the divers i ty
of countri es,^ territory or civil
bounds. That church , that from
the name of a distioac l place ,, takes
authority to set up a distinc t faith
or govern ment , i« a schism and
faction , nut a chu rch. It were
an injury to condemn the pap ist
of absur di ty and contradi ction
for adher ing to his cathol ic Ro-
mish religion , if we, for the plea-
sure of a king and his polit ic
consideratio ns, shall adhere to a
cath olic English*

No. IX.
The Clergy .

Heret ofore iu the firs t evangelic
times, (&ad it were hap py for
Chr istendom if it were sa again,)
laifiisters of the gospel were by no-
thi ng else distinguished from other
Chris tians , but by their spiritual
knowledge and sanctity of life for
which the church elected them to
be her teachers and overseers,
thoug h not thereb y to separate
them from whatever calling she
then found them following be-
frtdee , as the example of St. Paul
declares* and the first times of
Chri stianity . When once they af-
fected to be called a clergy and be-
came, as it were * a peculiar tribe
of Levit es, a party > a distinct
ord er in the common wealth, bred
up for divines in babling schools,
and fed at the public cost, good
for nothing else but what was
good for nothing, th ey soon grew
idle : that idleness with ful ness of
brea d, begat pride and perpetua l
contention with their feeders* the

despised laity, through all ages
ever since, to the pervert ing of re-
li gion and the disturbance of all
Chr istendom . And we may coa*
fidentl y conclude , h never will to
ot herwis e, w hile they ti re thus lap*
held undepending oo the church ,
on which atone they atKie ntly de-
pended, and are by the magistrate
publicly maintained a num efotw
faction of indigent per sons, crept
for the most part out of extre me
want and bad nur ture , ctaun ing
by divine right and freehold , tfe«
tenth of our estates , to monopolise
the ministr y as their peculia r
which is free and open to all atol a
Christians , elected by any churek *
Under thi s pretence , exempt from
all other employ meat * »nd en*
richin g thems elves on the public,
they last of all prove common
incendiaries , and exal t their
horns against the magistrate him*
self th at maintains them , as the
Priest of Rome did soon alter ,
against his benefactor , the emperor ,
and the Presbyt ers of late if t Scot*
lan d , of which hireling cre w, to-
gether with all the mischiefs , dis-
sensions, troubles, wars merel y of
their kind ling, Christendom migbt
soon rid herself and be happy , if
Christians would but know vheir
own di gnity, their liberty, their
adopti on-, and let it not be won-
dered if I say, their spiritu al pri rat-
hood, where by th ey b$.ve all eqnalm
ly access to stay mu\isteriat ftW4$»
tion , wheneve r called by V beir qw»i
abiliti es and th$ church , though
they never came near commence-
ment or University * But while
P rotestants , to avoid the due lar-
bouv of understandi ng their awii
rel igio.0, are conteiH to lodge it in
the brea st, or ra ther in Ufc© books
of a clergyro*a, mnd to take it
thence by scrap* and m*mm&ek *»

5& Joh n Milton.



W9 he fiifcpfettses it in his Sunday 's
dole , they will be always leaning
mnd never knowing, always infants ,
always either liis vassel s, as lay pa-
pists are to their priests , or at odd s
with him, as reformed princi ples
give them some light to be not
wholly conformable ; whence infi -
nite disturbances in the state , as
they do, must needs follow.

Ho. XI.
Conscience

Aqy law against conscience is
•ilike in force agaiust any con-
science.

No. XII .
Heyal Conscience.

The more our evil hap that
three kingdoms should be thus pes-
tered with one conscience.

The parl iament , without any
usur pation, bath had it alway s in
ther power to limit and confine the
exorbi tancy of kings, wheth er
thfcy cal l it thei r -wil l, the ir reaso n
or their tonscitnee.

No. XIII.
Cdnttantine.

'What bar iiv.tbe excess of hire
brought to the Churc h, perha ps
^ras aot found by experience till
*h© days of • Cems tan tine ; who
^^M4mt9m\f thin king 4*e couW

be never too liberall y a TVOTsing
father of the churc h, might be aot
unfitl y said to have either overla id
ft or choaked it in the nurs ing.
Wh ich was foretold , as is recorde d
in ecclesiastical traditions , by a
voice heard from heaven on tfca
very day that those grea t donati ons
and church .revenues were given,
cry ing aloud , This day is poison
pou re d in to the church. Whi ch
the event soon after verified , s»
appears by another no less ami en t
observati on , Thdt Religion brought

fo rth Wealth , and the daughter
devoured the mother.

No. XIV.
Cr eeds?

They object , that if we must
forsak e all that is Rome 's, we must
bid ad ieu to our creed ; and I
batl thought our cree d had been of
the apostles , for so it bears title *
But , if it be hers , let her take it.
We can want no cree d, so long as
Ave want not th e scri ptures.

Mr. Strep hon to Mr. Wright.
Dublin , Nov . 16 , 1812*

Sir ,
I have read as many of your

excellent pu blicati ons , these last
four months , as time and oppor -
tunities permitted. I hav e long
been in the same sentiments , am
agreed with your Essay on open
Commun ion, admire vou r labourCommun ion , admire your labour
of love in the supreme cause , ami
would rej oice to imitate it if
stren gth admitted. I observ e in
the Mon thl y Repositor y of last
May , your rep lies to some queries
on open communion , by whom I
know not. H ave the goodness to
permit me to tres pass on your
valuable time, to obi^rve that

To Mr. Wright. Si

No. X.
Common Prayer Book.

"For the matter contained in that
book , we need no better witness
than King Edward the "Sixth , who
to the Cornish rebels confesses it
was no other than the old mass-
book done into English , ail but
some few words that were ex-
pun ged.



many of yotir readers would glad-
ly see your reply to the following
question ; viz, If some members
of a congregation have heard other
members of it deny the divine
mission, miracles and resurrection
of the Lord Jesus Christ ; would
the former, on seeing the latter
come to his table, be guilty of a
breach of Christian chari ty, in de-
clining communion with them, as
he who doubts is condemned if he
eat, because he eats not in faith,
for whatsoever is not of fai th is sin.
Paul , Rom. xiv . 23. Religious
hypocrisy i* of all other sins most
abhorrt d in the sight of God , and
most polluting to the conscience.
An old Unitarian Minister,

or , J. Strephon.

Death.beds of Unbelievers.
Birmingham, Nov. 17, 1812*

Sir,
I chanced the other day to meet

with a Sermon, preached and pub-
lished some time ago by the Rev.
John Evans, of Islington , upon
the death of Mr. Step hen Low-
dell (one of his congregation), in
the preface to which is the follow-
ing passage: " A celebrated atheist ,
distinguished for his parts and
learning, was known th rough life
to be afraid of being lef t alon e.
and when his ph ysician assured
him (at the age of ninety~two) that
his disease was mortal, his only
remark was, c I shall be glad to
find a hole to creep out of the
world at.' " In order to apply
this anecdote as a proof of the
greater stre n gth of mind , and con-
sequent increase of happiness, to
be derived fro m a belief of the
existence of a Deity and of a
divine revelation (for which pur-
pose it is here introd uced), I con-

ceive it would be necessary to
shew that it was in consequence of
his . disbelief upon these points,
that the Atheist here alluded to,
was affected with this weakness,
and that the fea r of being left
alone could not be attributed to
the silly tales of nurses, or the
errors of early education ; at all
events , it would be necessary to
prove that all who happily have
no doubts of the existence of a
Deity , or the truths of Christian-
ity, are never affected by such
fears as that of being left alone*
Now I much doubt whether there
are not many instances upon re-
cord , and within the knowledge
of most persons, of the fi rmest
believers being subject to foolish
fears of the same kind , attributa-
ble to disease or the defects of
education. If I am not much
mistaken, the late Dr. Priestley
alway s fel t some degree of fear
fro m being alone in the dark. The
Rev. Gentleman has therefore I
think been rat her unhappy in the
application of this part of his anec-
dote.

With regard to the second pa rt
of the story, which relates the
manner in which he received the
report of his physician that " his
disease was morta l," so far from its
being a p roof that he would have
looked upon death with greater
firm ness, or that his mind would
have been in a happ ier frame bad
he been a believer, 1 really think
that had this part of the story
been related of a Christian, it
might have been brought as a
proof of the excellence of a belief
which would enable a man to con*
template death so firmly—4< I
shall be glad to find « hole to
creep out of the wo^ld at." I
would therefore wish to injures*
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upon fhe mind of the Rev. Gentle -
ifian by whora th fe v is relat ed to
seek for other proofs of the excel-
lent eff ec ts of-a belief in Christian -
ity, t rfan in t he weakness or un*
happiness of those whose minds
are unfor tunatel y closed to its
evidences ; unless he is pr epared
to prove that this weak or unhapp y
frame of mind is solely attribu t able
to their disbeli ef. But it is too
much the fashio n of many zealots
of the present day to hold forth
wit h a degree of appa rent satisfac -
tion (not betra y ing much Christian
chari ly) the misery of that part of
the ir fellow erenfur vs who die un.
benevers / A celebrated female
wri ter in a recent work , has la-
boured all in her power to convince
us that Hume 's was a miserable
deathu bed. Her best friends * I
am of opinion , could not wish her
a greater happ iness than that her
mind at that solemn period may
be as free from torment , and her
Ite&rt fro m self-reproac h, as
Hum e's wa*.

By insertin g the above in your
valuable publicatio n , you will
•bl ige

A CONSTA NT READER.

R̂ eligious Pen al Laws*.
B^ , Dec. 3, 181*.

Sir ,
An idea I am informed prevai ls

amon g «ome of the Protestan t
I>issettters in-the country, th at
the 'late act in favour of rel igious
libe rty has completely done away
aril the penaL statute s which affect
their rights as a bodjr, except the
Test and Corporation Acts. - A*
th is - mistaken notiort may abat e
thei r zeal in promotin g the object
which the friends of civil and re-
ligious liberty propose to bnng
before Parlia ment in tb« course of

this winter , it might prove service -
able to the caus ^, if one of your
correspondents would have the
good-ness to point out distin ctl y the
def iciencies of that act , and the
penal laws affectin g th e ri ghts of
conscience , which still remain to
disgrace the Statute Book.

I have sent you for insertion in
your usefu l Reposito ry, an extrac t
fro m a lette r latel y rece ived by
me fro m a liberal cler gyman of
the established chur c h , containin g
intell igence which must be hig hl y
grati fying to every advocate ibr the
just ri ghts of ali classes ot re li gious
pro fessors - In doing thi *, as it is
entirel y of a p ublic nature , was
sent to me to be communica ted to
my frie nds, and as I do not men-
tion the name of my respectable
corres pondent , he wnl not deem it
a br each of confiden ce and deli-
cacy ; and my wish to benef it
here by t he caus e whi ch we have
both near ly at heart , will I trust
effectuall y plead my excuse, .

A Frien d to Universal
Libert y.

Oct. 26, 1812.
My Dear Sir ,

The Newspapers informed us
some time ago, that the aggregate
meetin g of Roman Catholi cs in
Ireland , had resolved to jo in -in
our trul y Christian union , for ob-
tainin g the repeal of all our into -
lerant statutes , thus provin g to
the United King dom , t hat the y
are as read y to allo w to others
com plete libert y of conse'ence , as
to claim it fur themselves , 1 can
w ith pleasu re now add , that t he
Irish Pro testants are at least equal
to their Roman Catholic br eth ren
in candour and liberalit y , and
will concur with the m next win tex
in addressi ng petitions to Pgrl ift-
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$4 On the Methodist Excommunication at F lushing
metit, that justice may be dona
impart ially to all the suffering
sects. On his retur n from Ice-
land a short time ago, the tr uly
venerable - called on i»e>
&hd from him 1 had the sat isfac-
tory inform ation that in tra velling
from the sooth of I reland , th rough
Dublin to the north , he met Pro *
testants of all denominations y but.
numerous as they wert % he found
scarcel y any who did not app ro ve
the gospel princi ple of reli gious
libert y, and with success to that
cause which is soon to be pleaded
by the Roman Catholics of Ire.
land *

In England much has been
alread y done, and with good effect
far exceeding our expectations *
The Dissenters in London have
jo ined the ir breth ren in the coun-
try ; and even the Methodists I
hope are sensible, that to pre serve
the ad vanta ge late ly gained by
them , still more to gairi that per-
fect libert y of conscience , to wh ich
they with others are entitled , it
behoves them to support to the
utmost of flrtrf r power the attem pt
which will be repeated in the new
Parliament , to ext irpat e intole -
rance to its lowest root. In this
atte mpt t see no reason to doubt
the universal concurre nce of our
Eng lish Catholics , and *ven new
reinforcements may be expected
fro m the increasing liberalit y of
our churchmen . To th is effec t I
urn inclined to dra w a favourable
ofrien from the late vigorous and
tru ly conscientio us reaol utidn of

to sign the Christians '
peti tion next winte r, and , as I
understand him , to assist to the
utmost of hrs power , by his acti ve
co-operation in the south . Fro m
his hign character as aril , au thor
and » man , km union with us

m

cannot fail to pr oduce conaide?*-
ble effects. Upon th e whole* I
trust you will feel as I &>> fnesb
encouragement , fresh hopes of
success ; it may be ra pid ; it majr
be gradual , and even slow ; mi£
now, whether immediatel y, or
after a prolonge d str uggle, com-
plete success seems sure to be
obtained .

Y^urS) &c*

On the Methodist Excommu vtu!*'-
tion at Flushing *

Sir , Jan . % 1819.
The account given m a IMA

numbe r (VqU VI I. p, 65Q^vf the
excommunication #t Flushing ^excited in me no small emotion:
I felt for the honour of Method *
ism and of Christian ity.

What , i« there some lament prin -
ci ple in all ecclesiastical orders'
and constitutions , from the con-
clave of cardinal s at Rome, to the
conference of Methodist prea cher?
at Leeds, that irresistibl y irfclinc fc
them, whenever t here is a fair c^p-
portunit y to restric t , to suspend*to excommunicate and per secute}
Trul y, so one would think from an
attenti ve survey of what has been
done , and rs still doing, in every
department of the vast hifer archia l
scale.

Will you permit me» Sir ,
th rough the medium of your pub*
li cat ion to add ress a few interro -
g^tiona and considfcr&ti<*ntj to thd
manag ers of thk antichristiah
business? The pr oper mediuda, I
allow, is the Melhodiat Maga^in^̂
but I know well that it$ piages apfii
closed to any remonstrances with*
the rUl i i^g powers in the kiogdow
of saints .

They adhere tdosely to. tke p©w
liiical madmm} Tlmt ilothi ^g



which is £t r^t should be 
di^r

^rb^d^an^ .' tttt ^jtheite is to &e
nothing r<e1iting to disput es or
eontr ove|*sies admitted , except it
be their own oracular decision on
f ee opinion s of those *4 who €tre
not in the conn exion. "

Let me reason with th ese great
men of ' 4SW, or , as the Venetians
are said to sty le thei r priests ,
Goi*s gentlemen , on thei r own
pr inc iples and pr ofessed plan of
conduct. I would submissively
enqu ire wheth er an exclusion
from the Methodist Society , under
the circum stances stated at Flush *
ing* he not unprecedented and
repugnant to th e fundamental
regula ti ons on which the Society
taken m the aggregat e was origin-
ally formed ?

Do not what are called Ct The
Rules of the Society ," published
usually in a small pamphlet , and
which were dra wn up by Messrs.
J . and C. Wesley seventy years
ago, and supp osed to be consent -
ed to by ever y member on admisr
Sion, contain the stand ing orders ?
Where is t^iere a law in thi s on-
gitae) code, tha t without the gross-
est chicanery cap bear on th e case
of the people at Flus hing ? There
is no belief in any speculative ar -
ticle of fqtoh required , nor expul-
slon tlgre^Ltened to a man in tbe*e
matters thi nking for himsel f.

Tbe only condition, as it is po-
sitively expressed , of admission
into the society is, '* having n
desire tp flee frQin the wr&t j i to
come,'1 ao4 the only condit ion
of contint^ng in the society is,
 ̂ mani fesaing successively tb^t

desire by Refrai ning from the im-
j ^or ^lities tjbs^t are specifieid in
^e^e ru \e$f ^nd being found in
c^rt^iia devot ional exercises ther e-
in eiyain^d/' J 

$p t\ot w nd«r ^t»nd
tU#  ̂ i*#¥^ing heretics were

discarded for any alleged immo-
ralities , but solely on account of
thei r having embrac ed t|be tenets
of Unitarianisr n. It \t wei"P ,so>and this I must presunj ê they
were excluded withou t any groundaf
existing in the ori ginal insti -
tute of Methodism. I know not
what can be said to rebut this
conclusion by the ad vocates of in-
tolerance , except it be that these
luckless wights of Unitari ans do
not come under the predicament
on wh ich persons are adm itted
and continued in the society, since
they manifest by the errors which
they have embraced that they no
longer ** have a des ire to flee fro ro
the wrath to come."

They, however, who avow thi$
sent iment never derived it fro m
the luminari es of Metho dism , and
mus t have very latel y recei ved it
from some other sourc es. The
Rev. J # Wesley, himself, has as-
serted in his wri tings , not only
that an ant i-t rini tarian may ma-
nifest a desire of escap ing future
misery, but that he may be a tru -
ly good man . In one of the num-
bers of the Armim an Magazine ,
pub lished a few years before his
death , he inserted an extract of
the memoir of the life of that emi*
n.ent Uni tarian , Thomas Fi rm in.
In  intro ducing this extra ct he ob-
served that he h&d forme rly been
inclined to think that a person
who was unsound with respect to
the doctrine of the Trini ty could
not be a converted or good man .
But that now he th ought differ ,
enily, - since the subject of the.
memoir vt as undoubtedl y a pious
man , thoug h erroneous in tbe
doct rine of the Trinit y , and tha t
ther e was no arguing agains t facts.
I will answer for th is being the sen-
timent contained in the magazine,
if I hove aot given the identica l
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&6 On the I teithodzst Excomm unicatio n at Flu shing .
word s. Thes e I should have quo .
ted could I have had easy -access
to the document.

That man of superlative piety
and devotion , the Rev, J. Flet -
cher , gi ves a decid ed testimon y to
the possibility of an Unitarian
being in a state of grace. In his
€i Portraiture of St. Paul /' thou gh
he laments the Unitarians , on ac-
count of the faint li ght in the pe-
culiari ties of the gospel system
the y possess ; yet allows that they
may be in one of what he calls
66 the saving dispensations ," and
th ere fore ought not to be t reated
with contem pt and ri gour , but
borne with and gentl y led on to
that state of light and puri ty
which he denomin ates the dispen -
sation of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. So the fathers of M etho-
dism thoug ht ; a re their sons dege-
nerated , or are the y wiser than they !

Will it be sai d that the discard -
ed Unita ri an s fell under the eccle-
siastical Jaws , not so much because
the y held erroneous opinions , as
becaus e they did not keep them
to themselves , but endeavo ure d
to propagate th em amon gst th ei r
brethre n ?

On this grou nd of defence, I
would inquire of Mr. A.  Seeker -
son , the legate apostolical , and
of those by who m he was com-
missioned  ̂ whether it be an in-
dispensible term of holding com-
munion w ith the Methodists , that
the members of society should re-
fra i n fro m instructing each other ,
and by remov ing what the y ap-
preh end to he false or imperfe c t
views of sacre d facts and doctrines ,
to build eac h other up in divine
and scr i ptur al knowled ge ? Or ,
whether th ey are requir ed not to
move the sixteenth of an inch out
of the mag ic circle which Mr.
Wesley's eight volumes of serm ons

and his notes on the New Testd *
ment , and Mr. Fletc r h'ei 's wor k*
have drawn around them ? If such
terms of fellowshi p exist , ?* ill not
a defence of Chribf ian libert y come
ver y awk w ardl y from our metho-
distica l leaders , and wil l it not
be with an ill gra ce that any of
t hern

^ 
condemn the pretensions to

infallibilit v of the Churc h of
Rome ? Should it be said , as a
dern ier resort , that those members
of the Metho dist society, who do
not app rove of its re straint s on this
head are not~ depri ved of Christian
libert y, because they have th e
power of qu ittin g it when eve r they
p lease,—1 would ask whether the
same plea mi ght not be made use
of to j ustif y the mos t despotic
st ates on earth ? The subjects of
these mi ght possibly have it in
thei r power to escape fro m the ir
bonda ge by fli ght , but does th at
circumsian ce extin guish the char ge
of despotism ; or do they who live
in such states enjoy the ad van-
ta gesofone whi ch is politicall y free ?

If any of the advocates of me-
thod istical disownmen t or excom-
municati on , will condescend to
take notice of these remarks , I
pres ume , Sir , tha t you will not
refuse them the privile ge of con-
veying thei r senti ments in your
miscellan y . If they should bri ng
forwa rd any thin g tha t has the
shew of reason and ar gument I
shall not be backwar d in paying
it all due respect*

In the mean time , I exhort
the expelled brethren contented ly
to leave their qu ondam associates
to 4t eat their own supper ," whilst
they themselves th ankfull y and
joyfull y partake of the rich and
wholesome pr ovision furnishe d
them by ihe feast of reaso n and
pure reli gion. lam , Sir , yours , &c.

SABRINUS.



Mrs. Capp e on the la te Mr *
Capp e's Op in ion of the Mira -
culous Bir th of Chr ist.

Sir ,
In a note annexed by Mr. Bel-

sham in his interesting Memoir of
my late excellent friend in Essex
Str eet , to h is account of the con-
tro ver s^ in the Theological Rep o-
sitor y, on the miraculous bi rth of
Christ , (p. 235 / he deduces an
inference of which it is necessar y
th at I should tak e some notice ,
and as I know of no medium
th ro ugh which I can do it with
so much effect an d pro priet y as
that of your valuable publication ,
I request you will do me the fa-
vour to insert the following exp la-
nation.

The worth y author of this able
and most valua ble memoir , giving
me full credit for not willingly
concealing any thi ng which might
tend to develope or establish im-
portant truth , concludes from my
not*havin g given any intimatio n to
the contrary in " The Li fe of
Ch rist /* that Mr. Cappe never
chan ged his op inion on that sub-
j ect. This inference proceed s on
the assump tion , that " the nar -
rative of the miracul ous bi rth of
Christ is placed (by the notes)
<€ upon a par with the rest of the
evang elical histo ry ." Now, Sir ,
in t his assu mption , I must beg
leave to point out a mistake ; —
the notes, as far as I can under -
stand them , do not enter at al l
into ' the controversy , or incline
ei ther to one side or the other.
They do indeed demonstrate thai
the auth or never relin quished his
belief in the authentici t y of the

( 37 )

controvert ed chapters , but this was
far from involving in it as a con-
sequenc e , that he neve r changed
his opinion respecting rhe dectri ne
supp osed to be contained in them.
Not being aware that any such de-
duction could be made , I was far
from feeling the necessity of gu ard -
ing against it ; but now , findin g
that in this I was mistaken , I con-
sider it as a dut y , incumbe nt up-
on myself, as the publisher of these
notes , to stat e briefl y, as fa r .as
I am acquaint ed with it , what was
actuall y tbe pr ogress of the au -
thor 's mind on this intricate sub-
j ect.

When the controvers y of the
miraculous birth was begun by
Dr. Priestle y, in the Theo logical
Reposito ry , Mr. Cap pe most care -
full y studied the ar guments on
both sides , in connection with
the question how far the chapters
were genuine in which the doctr ine
was supp osed to be contained ?
The ' first result was a still  more
decided belief in the truth of the
doctri ne itself , as wel l as in the
authenticit y of the dispute d cha p-
te rs , and he accordin gly wro te a
treat ise, statin g the argu ments at
considerable length whic h had led
to th is convict ion . This treatis e
he laid aside for some n cru . ac-
cording to his usual habit , th at he
mi ght return to tj i^ subject again
ai a fut ure period , as free as pos-
sible fro m prejudice , or th » in flu-
ence of preconceived op inion*
An d here may 1 be al low* <1 to
pause for a moment , in order to
remark respecting the ch#»ao fler
of all th r scri ptura l investi gation*
of my late honoured husban d,

BIBLIC AL CRI TICISM .



ifea t however new, or even im-
pjobable , at fir si sight , many of
thp res ults may have ap]3feared 5 and
llttlef at tent ion as some of them
iJl&y Wt herto have excited , even

ff tf &ong thq most enlightened and
libera l, partl y from the retire d life
of the wri ter , who mixed lit t le
with the worl d, and w h ose talents
aqd character could not therefo re
be dul y appreciated , that they
were always the result of the most
diligent and caref ul examination ,
juhJ that of a pious, calm, unpre-
ju diced mind , whose sole aim
was to elicit tr uth , and not to thro w
out at random any crude and un-
dyj^stpd opinion * I know indeed
t^t the re are chara cters of the
v§ry first order for tal ents , for
moral excel lence, and for every
Christian vir tue, who regard it as
their duty to publish immedia tely,
unmindfu l of consequences , what-
ever may at any tirne occur to their
mindsa s^subjec t of useful inquiry,
and tha t such was the late very
eminent P<r. Priestley. The great
object was in both the same, al-
though the mode of pursuing it
diflaerecj so widely ; which of the
two methods will eventu al ly be
most effectual in overcoming the
reign of prejudice and long esta-
blished err or , let otJbs re judge ;
both no doubt wil l have their di&~
tinguished use in the counsels and
final resu lts of that infinite wis-
dom , which, in one immense pur -
vey, sees the end from the begin-
ning, and which , for reasons to
us inscrutabl e, has permitted the
corruption of divine tr uth , and
suffe red darkne ss for a season to
overshadow the nations .

But to retu rn from this digres-
sion* On a second and ]a&t, and
perhaps & more careful examine*.
lionf tfwugb be always retai ned

his conviction of the authenticity
of this* cba ^ess, Mr , Cappe
chang ed his opinion respecting
the doctr ine. He thought that
taking int o our accouht , ̂ and al-
lowing th ei r due weight , to the
pecu liar ideas , customs and
phras eology of the Je ws, the
narra tive would allow of being so
explained , as to admit of a solu-
tion in which not hing miraculous
appeared , except tbe meai>s em#
ployed to cal m the mi nd of Joseph,;
to re move the susp icions of hi«
supposed wife's fidelity, and to
assure him that the child about
to be born was his own $on f
Upon wha t princi ples he was led
to this concl usion, as they ar e
groun ded upon a cri tical investi -
gatio n pf the original terms em-
ployed by the historian , I do not
feel myself competent ful ly to
explain ; yet it may not be pselesg
or unacceptable to transcr ibe his
remarks ypon the scrip ture meap-
ing of tb e term " Holy S^^rit /'
the misunderst anding of which,
in Mr. Capp ers appreh ension^,
has beten the princ ipal foundation
of the opinion usual ly mainta ined
respe cting this passage*

" The ter ms Ho ly  Sp irit , and
other similar terms* are pfteii
used in scri pture to signify^4< 1. Something mote tfean
conamon , even though it be not
supernatura l, e. g. Gen. xii. 38»
Exod . xxxn 3. xxxv. 31 -9 &£.
Numbers x.% vii. 18. 1 Sam. x,
6m compar e with it vers e 7 at the
end ; x. 10. xi. 6, xix. 20, %&.
1 Chr oDr xii. 18* Dan . iv. 8, 18*
v, 11—14^ vi. 3. perhaps al^o
Ju dges iii , 10. vi. 34. xiii. 35.
xiv^ per haps «,lso Micab iii, 8.
Six this use of the term |here h
#Qtbin# fpreign tp tji  ̂g^niu^ of th.e
Hebrew iai^U^ge, &k wWpfcf V̂^

1 - 
* -¦

38 Jkfr. Cappe on the Mirac ulous Birth of Chris t*



signifies power , and st rength, &rrd
stab ility* in opposition to frailt y,
and feebleness, and impotence ;
in wfaieh Ho ly  Spirit and other
like phrases, signify God j and
ia which the name of God annexed
te^ any object or quality , signifies
that there is in it something great
or extraordinary .

4* The Spi rit m said in Holy
Scripture as J udges vi. 34. xiv#
& to eotoe \*pcm a person when
he does goaae noble , tare , ami
worth y action | in like manner as
the wicked spirit is said tft enter
into Juda * wfe&n h« wag gnilty of
so*tfe great and tioforiotffc wk^k ed-
iurss, Joivn xtii. S7, in tvbic h
however there wrts nothing super -
nater&b ( Witeoh'i Christian Die *
tionary, by  Simpson, p. 611.)

" %. The gracious pr esence and
bfa&f&g Of God , though in the
ordinar y cortrse of his P ro ^vid^nce;
e. g» Pfenlm exxkix* 7* 1 8am,
xvi. 13, 14, &c, conrpa re part i*
cuter Jy verse 14 at the end .
Hero agddn pfcrba ps might be
m«tirion«d fe tsitp. *> 6. cainp ^t^
vefse7. Psalm Ik ll« And it is
obs r̂r«ble that wbat in Luke xi.
13  ̂ i^ £fo/jf BpiP ity in M^tt. vi i.
11̂ ^i gwrf M%*. Id might be
added, tha t whal in Lu ke i. 85, is
tkv Jf o ly  &&&$*> Sit * in ver se ^3 ,
is highly fav&ut ed, 4kc Lord is
wtf h thee% &nd in *titte 3O9 rs
than hmt f ound f avour wick Gody
of which , the promise of a Son>
and* the futui ^e gr^tttnes s of k t hat
son, were the^ proo fs To receive
tfote spi rit -fe to receive power f
whether nat ura l or si»perniatti rai.
GonipHre in the ongiiidl, Act6 r.
8> with Iteb . xi. ai 9 WkI with
AbUK iv 90, tttt he ewAi ver.^e tl
•fc lite %tegi«taitt g, und mth Lukre
i,^U^ vie,>s^t> ©^Hi^vlik 14k

<k S* fextmotditta ^y divine ̂ mn-

muni cation , suggestion , ittove-
men t , impulse, prop hecy ; e, g^'
Neben\iah ix. 30. Isaiah xKiif.
16. E zek. xi. 5. 24. Comp. xiiiv'
3. Zech. vii . 12* perha ps I Tiftt ^
iv. !• x Now the Spiri t speaketh
expressl y,* &c. may re fer to the
pr ophetic spirit in Jesus Ch ri st.
See Matt , xxiv. 4, 5, 23, 24, %S+
Mark xiii. 5, 6, 21—23. Luke
xxi. »•<( 4. Scripture ,-—Scri pture * o£
the Old Testament .—a ccomirto *
dab te pro phecy,—prefi gumti oh ;
e. g. In spirit , Matt. xxii. 4S t
By the Ho ly  Sp irit, Mark xii/
J §: perhaps signify, accorah ^
to the conception of M att , aira
Mark , under divine influence, by
divine suggestion in p rdpkety irig /
that is, tittering wofd s capabl e of
being app lied , and which are ac-
tuall y app lied, by apostl es and
evangelists, to evetf ls and their cir-
cumstance s of Othet tittle ^. For
ttifc jtews seetn to ha^d Cbn ceived
the contents of ail ' their saCred
book s to &ave come from divine
inflaence and suggestion; and par -
ticularl y to have ascri bed th^r
Hagiograp ha to the inspirat ion of
the Holy Spirit . (See Mdimonidw
in Mvr. N&v. or chap. xfv. &t
Lewis's Antiq. V. iv. 213 :) and
it is not improbable that it waf
throug h this medium , and not
dire ctly, that these terms were
used (if indeed they were so used
by them) to denote divine com.
mufticatio rt ; For Luke xx. 42,
instead of in spirit\, has , in the
B&ok of Psalms ? i fe. ' in ' t he*
scriptures of the OM TeStameift ,
Wh ich yt>u acknowled ge for the
Word H yf Gp d ; in th« H agidgrap ha ,
which you say were written by
the 4nsfii*l*tion of the Ht3*y Spirit ;*J
Actiti * i6  ̂ it is, tke lt ^ Wf tart
spaf te ty the mouth of I ><f oid\ in

Mr. Cappc on the Miracul ous &irth of Cittist. . $9



vers e 20, it is written in the Book
of Psntws ; chap, xxviii .  25.
the Hol y  Ghost spake by  Isaiah
the prop het ; i . e. it was foretold
by D«tvid the prop het  ; there are
in the prophecies of Isaiah , words
applicable to th is  matter ; it was
of 'he Holy Spiri t :hat some did ,
and some did not believe , agree-
ing to his suggestions, to the pre-
munition , or the prefiguration of
Isaiah.—There was nothing in this
unbelief to overturn the faith of
those who had believed the gospel,
beca u se il bad been foretold , (as
Paul believed ,) th at it should be
so :—there was found in that pro-
phet what  was applicable to this
circumstance ; what prefigured it.
In Heb. iii. 7, ix. 8, 1 Cor. xi.
13 1 words taught by  the Holy
Ghost , probably is 4 language of
the Old Testament* (See Grothis
in loc). In Luke xxiv. 25, " that
the Pr op hets^'

9 &c. might have
been expressed by Spirit of God ,
Ho ly  Sp irit * &c.

" It is true that the Sp irit , my
Sp irit ^ &c. does signify sometimes
God , or some attri bute of God ;
and , indeed , so it might be
exp lained here ; and any of
the four preceding interpretations
might have been put upon either
phrase « 4 of the spirit/' or 4i of
God."
" Now all such interpretations

of i holy spirit ,' as carry in them
the idea of miraculous birth being
set aside, which of the four above
enumerated shall we adop t f or this
passage ? Any of them would be
true ; and perhaps one might be
taken, which would carry along
with it the rest ; and to such a
sense the evangelist, as it appears
to me, directs us. The pregnancy
of Mary was " of the Holy Spiri t/'
being accor ding to the scriptur e,

—an event so modified and* cir-
cumstanced , that it might, appear
to have been descri bed bv an an-
cient prophet. For this implies in
it, that it was something more thari
common ; and proba bly, alsoy
that it was in consequence of di.
vine care and blessing. "

Having thus collected the dif-
ferent senses which this phrase
bears in scri pture, Mr. Cappe
draws some general reflections,
which appear to my mind so im-
portant , that I shall t ranscribe
them for the Monthly Repository,
sending you the firs t, along with
this letter. In reference to the
interpretation briefly stated above,
which he gave to this passage, Mr,
Cappe observes " 1st, that if the
truth of the interpretation be ad-
mitted , it must be allowed as a
reasonable inference in tbis, as if*
innumerable other instances, that
the most obvious is not always the
real sense of scripture. With re-
spect to any book in a foreign and
ancient language, there are many
causes which may put distance be-
tween our ideas and the concep-
tions of the wri ter. The most ob-
vious import of ancient terms and
phrases, is that which approaches
nearest to the import of like terms
and phrases in the language of the
reader. This is the sense which
they will first suggest to his mind ;
but if difference of climate or lapse
of time or any civi l revol ution has
introduced a difference into modes
of thinking or of living, it is
by no means certain that by this
road we shall be led to the true
meaning of the wri ter. To an in-
terpretation of a passage in any
foreign or ancient author, it is not
an objection to be sustained; that
it is not the most obvipus meaning :
nevertheless, it may ha whftt bis
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terms would have fi rst suggested
to his countrymen and contempo-
raries , thou gh not to us. In re-
spect to us , the true i nterpretation
may be remote and latent , and ap-
parentl y unnatural .  Such in scri p-
ture, I apprehend it ofte n is : and
so it wil l  remai n , unless the time
should ever come when we shall
have arri ved at a perfect know-
ledge of the opinions and habits of
the Jews, and of the idioms and
princi ples of thei r  language , and
when theological follies, instilled
into us by our nurses and our
preachers, shal l have ceased to
warp and pervert our minds. Till
then, if we would not delude our-
selves, we must be content, by a
patient consideration of the occa-
sion and the context , as well as
of the terms in question , and on
dili gent and accurate observation
and inquiry concerning the usage
of the language in respect of those
term s, to ascertain , as we are able ,
the sense of such passages as have
appeared obscure,and should learn
to acquiesce in a reasonable,
though it should not be thought
an obvious and natural one*

46 Much of the language of
scri pture is formed upon concep-
tions derived from the law and his-
tory of the Jews ; on ideas of crea-
tion and destruction ; of life and
death and resurrection ; of simi-
litude and analogy between God
and men ; betwee n sp iritual and
worldly powers ; between entrance
into life and entrance into a re-
ligious communion ; between the
operation of divine laws in the
system of the universe and the
decision of human j udicatures,
ice."

I shall he happy if this commu-
nication Should be acceptable or
useful tO any of your readers ; and

am, with sincere wishes for the
continued respectability of the
Month ly Repository ,

Sir ,
Your obli ged Servant ,

CATH. CAPPE.
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vo*# tin. *

On the Use of Vocal and Instru-
mental Music, in Public Wor~
ship.

Sir ,
I have lately been led to recon-

sider the question , Whether the
use of instrumental  music is al-
lowable , in aid of the sing ing, in
public  worshi p ?  and my exami-
nation for my own pr ivate satis-
faction , has led me to the know-
ledge of some facts, respecting
the history and grounds of the
emp loyment of vocal and instru-
mental music in public worshi p,
with which I was not previously
acquainted . It may not be use-
less to insert some remarks on this
subject, in your very usefu l work ,
and I shall feel obliged by your
doing so.

To those who look upon our
Lord Jesus Christ , as (under Him
who appointed him)  the sole law-
giver of the Christian Church , it
will be quite sufficient to determine
the above question , if he h ave
gi ven any instruction respecting it;
but  it must be obvious to every one
who reads the New Testament ,
that he has said nothing which at
all directly affects the inquiry ,
since he has given no directions
whatever respecting the mode in
which public worshi p - is to be
performed. All he requires is,
that we should worsh i p the Father
in sp iri t  and in t r u t h .  If the use
of music (vocal or instrumental)
in public worship, is inconsistent
with this most important direction.,



he virtuall y forbid s it; if not , he
has sa id nothin g which beats upon
the subject one way or other.

If, however , the apostles of
J esus have given us any specific
directions , respecting the mode of
performing publ ic worshi p, and
the parts of which it was to be
composed , considering them as in
such cases actin g und er the autho -
rity of Jesus himself, I should
rega rd those directions as equall y
bin din g with the immediate dir ec-
tions of their Lord . But so far
fro m having done this , I believe it
is impossi ble to derive directl y
from their writings , any thing be-
yond those genera l princi ples,
which ought , in all cases , to guid e
us in our services , but which can-
not fu rnis h us with specific regu-
lations. There are , it is tr ue, in
1 Cor. xiv. some specific regula -
tions for the church at Corinth ,
respecting the employment of their
spiritual gi fts in th eir public as-
semblies ; they, it app ears , hav-
ing greatl y perverted tho se gifts ;
but these can scarcel y be strain -
ed into direction s for Christian
churches in genera l , thoug h the
sp irit of some of them may be
most advantageousl y employed.
It is clear , from that chapte r,
th at at th e public meetings of the
Christians , individuals , und er the
direction of the spirit , prayed and
gave thanks , and prophes ied,
taug ht , or exhorted ; but we have
no ground to believe, that this
was done in such a manner as to
afford direct apostolical sanction
to our regu lar routine of pray ers
and sermons. I do not mean to
intimate , that this is contra ry to
apostolical directions ; but simply
that we are without any such di-
rection s, to auth orize us in our
modes of conducting public wor -

ship : and also withou t any clear
apostolical examples to san cti on
the m. Whether we shall , at
state d times , begin to pra y to
God in our public services , or
wait till the spiri t of devotion
directs the act of p ray er ; whether
-we shal l emp loy unpr e meditated
praye r or pre - com posed forms ;
wheth er the ministe r alone shal l
offer up pra yers as the organ of
the congregation , or all share in
tha t part of the devotio nal ex-
ercise ; whether the sermon shal l
be extempore or written , &c*
thes e, and as far as I can seef
every thin g else respecting th#
order and conduct of public
worshi p," are all left to be de*
termined by the views and ex-
perience of the worshi ppers . Th at
all should be done decentl y and
in order , that all should be done
for edifying, and that the expres-
sions of devotion should arise
from the heart , and be guided by
the understandi ng, a re all ver y
valuable general princi ples, but
afford us ver y litt le specific direc -
tion on the subject : we appear
to be absolutel y left to be guided
by the dictates of experience , and
by the known laws of the mmd^whether scientifical ly or practicall y
ascertained. The reli gion of Je$u $
is a reli gion of freedom . If forms
of any kind had been enjoined,
they would of course have con-
stituted a part of our duty ; but
as the gospel was designed for
all ages and nations , our great
head has most wisel y left these ,
in almost every insta nce, to h«
regulated by the spiritua l neeessi,.
ties or mental progress of his fol «
lowers. All they have to do, it
to take care that thei r means of
piety be guided by the sp irit of
his rel igion.
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With respect to singing, (whe-
ther alone or accompanied with
instrumental music), I see no rea-
son in the New Testament to con-
clude , that it was designed by
Jesus or his apostles to be intro-
duced into public worship as a
part of public devotion. This
position may at firs t sight appea r
to some of your readers as altoge-
ther unfounded ; and so it would
have done to myself before I ex-
amined the New Testament and
the practice of the early Chris,
tians, with a specific view to this
obj ect ; but the result is what I
have stated . The grounds of the
ppinion , and of some other con-
clusions respecting devotional mu-
sic, I shal l proceed to shew, only
premising, that I do in no degree
mean to say , that the emp loyment
of chorus.sing ing in public wor-
ship is contrary to apostolical pre-
cepts &nd practice, but simp ly
that it is altogether without any
direct support from them.

To clea r, the way a little, I
shall fi rst consider the import of
those words in the New Testament
which are .connected with my ob-
j ect ; and next examine in their
order the different passages in the
histo ry and epistles of the apostles
which have any reference to the
use of music , in connexion with
devotion ; and then the other pas-
sages of the New Testament which
bear upon the inquiry .

Adou (ado) is the verb which is
most clearly appropriated to the
act of singing * It is continual ly
emp loyed in the Septuag int as the
representative of shur , the generic
force of which a ppears to be, * to
regulate, and thence to regulate
the voice in singing, to sing,
to utter musically *" (See Park -
hurst.) It is employed in Eph.
V- 1£. Col. Hi. 16. Rev. v.

9. xiv. 3. xv. 3, Schleusner gives
aJiw a second meaning, viz. to
pra ise, to celebrate , and refers to
the two above-mentioned passages
in Paul's Epistles, and to Hos*
vii. 2. Jer. xxx. 19** but  it is
greatly to be doubted , whether
there is any sufficient authority to
suppose that it means praising in
any other way than by singing.
£18r) (ode) is the correspondent
substanti ve, and is well ex pressed
in English by song or ode. It de»
notes a verse or system of verses
designed to be employed in sing»
ing.

l < Yp veoo (humn eo) accord ing to
Schleusner, signifies to rep eat a
hymn (h ymnutn dicere) to sing a
song, to celebrate , to p raise  ̂ to
give thanks either by a song or
hymn , or in any other way*
Parkhurst says the verb is used in-
transitively, to sing or recite a
hymn, and tra nsitively, to cele-
brate or pra ise with a hym n or
hymns, to hy mn. In the Septua-
gint it is three times used f o r  eude,
(to confess, to praise, to -g ive
thanks,) twice for elel , (to praise,)
twice for eshir , (10 sing,) twice
for zsmsr, (to sing with music, to
hymn ,) and twice for rsnen (to
sing or utter joyful ty). The sub-
stantive cv^vo$t a hy mn, fro m
which the verb comes, has its ori -
gin in 6 vdou to ce lebrate , to sing ;

? In the passage in Hosea there is
nothing in the Hebr ew cor responding
to the word : in Jeremiah , the word is
used for thude , praise or thanksgi ving,
"With two except ions , which do not
respect the inqu iry, it is in all other in-
stances used as the renderin g of shur ;
and it is, I should suppos e, most likel y',
either that the LXX found in their
Hebrew copies of Jcr .  xxx. 19. a v ord
denoting praise by sing ing, or thnt they
considered , fro m the connexion , that
the impor t of our present reading it
praise by singing.
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and it was appropriated by the
Oreeks to signi fy a composition in
measure, to celebrate the praises
of their gods , and designed , as
all sueh verses were, to be sung.
But as to the verb , it is clear from
the circurnstances here stated ,
that  the leading force of it  in the
Septuag int  is, to prais e or cele-
brate ; and that  the maf incr  in
which this was done , (whether by
sing ing or repeati ng a hymn , or
in any other way.) is not express-
ed by it .  Among tne Greek prose
writers it appears to have been
very seidon* used with any specific
reference to sing ing, but most
commonly in the sense of prai sing
or celebrating .

"YotWcu (p sallo )  is, 1 believe,
the only other verb emp loyed in
the New Testament in the present
connexion. According to Schleus-
ner, it signi fies, 1. to touch , to
strike with a gentle motion : 2. to
sing with  lutes or other instru-
ments of music, to strike the harp
or lyre ; in this si gnification it an-
swers in the Septuag int  to the He-
brew n£g en , to p lay upon a musi-
cal ins t rument , or to sing with in-
s t rumenta l  music , and to zsmer^to sinii with or w i t h o u t  instrument-
al music : 3. to sing with the voice
alone, and particularl y to sing
hymns/  to praise and celebrate
God.* Parkhurst , after quoting
the same meaning as the first of

* For this last meanin g Schleusner re-
fers to Hor n . xv . 9.. 1 C or. xiv. 15.
Eph. v. 19. James v. 13. which
are the onl y p laces in which it is
used in the New Testament. I know
of no authoiity for sup posing that be-
fore or in the time or the apostles ,
¦vJ /aAAa? f p sallo] ever was us^d to sig-
nify sing ing exclusivel y of instrumental
accompaniment s. There may be in-
stances in wh ;ch the praise is the chief
featu re to which the reader is directed ;
but th at it signifies pra ise in genera l,
withou t any reference to tbe ma n ner

Schleusner, says , 2. " to touch
the strings of a musical ins t rument
with  the finder or plectrum ;"
44 and because stringed instru-
ments were commonl y used both
by believers and heathens in ring-
ing praises to their respective
gods ; hence, 3, to sing, sing
praises or psalms to God , whet her
with or wi thout  instruments ;" and
he refers to passages referred to in
the note on Schleusner. It ap-
pears to me clear , that these
learned lexicograp hers have ra-
ther too much acted the part of
commentators . 1 believe that

of it , or even in reference to pra ise to
the direct excl usion of instru ment al
music , is, 1 believe , utter l y incapable
of pro of. In Rom. xv. 9. we have a
quctation from the P-alms , where the
ori gina l i> zsmSr , which Buvtorf , ( Lex.
Chald. Talm. & Rab .) explains , p sal-
lere , p sallendo laud are et p redicarey carter e%
(to play or sing with instrumen ts, to
praise and make public by such mean s,
to sing:) and in that passa ge, the object
clearl y is, not the manner of publickly
praising , but the public praise itself.
Nevertheless , thoug h th e mauner may
he oi no conseque nce as to the spiri t of
the d* claration , yet the declaratio n it-
se f implies the manner. Buxtor f in-
furms us that zsmsr is rendered in. the
Ta rgu m by sh ebEch to praise , except in
some places in the Psa lms, wh ere it it
retained ; but sh ^bech is used in the
Ta rgums for all the Hebrew word s de-
noting praise , whatever manner of it
they express , unless thi s was particu -
larl y the wri te r 's intenti ons , and as to
the Psalms , the auihori ty of the Tar-
gutnist is in this cas e of no value , since
his commentary was writte n severa l
centuries after Chri st , and is " in the
corru ptest Chaldee of the Jerusa lem dia-
lect. " Where the mann er of praise is
not the object , but the praise itself , I
will  not say that we should do "wron g
in translatin g p sallo by some general
word denoting praise , since we have
no word of corre s ponding forc e in the
langua ge ; but I think 1 am full y jus-
tified in maintain ing, th at if the man-
ner of praise be iu any way broug ht
into view ,*we cannot exclude the accorn -
p a tu merit of instrumental music , which
at least ps allo always does include .
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there is no authority for suppos-
ing that tljbXotaj among the Greeks,
(or psallo among the Latins,) was
ever em ployed in reference to sing-
ing, exclusi vely of i nstrumental
music, befo re or during the apos-
tolic age*$ an d , on the other hand ,
we have thoroughly good reason to
believe, that this word as used by
heathen writers , is exclusivel y ap-
propriated to the emp loyment of
instrument al  music. Eus .achius
[in II . p£. p. 137 8, 52,) as quoted
by Wet stein , (on Eph. v. 19.) is
very express. " In th ese things/ '
he says, 4t we ii re to remember ,
that there does not appear to be
any difference between gcSeiv and
f ^eXirsiv ;  bur ^ocXXsiv diffe rs from

* Hesychius ^see Schleusner ,) in ex-
plainin g - ^olWsw only gives gcSeiv
acf ch CLTOL, to sing songs, Ti X X e i y  and
y t ivsiy .  He has there fore no reference
wha tever , to wha t indisputabl y was the
mean ing of th e word , in and before the
aposto lic age , when used in connexion
"with music. This is rather a remark-
able circumstan ce, but I think it is to be
account ed for , by the per iod in which
rlesychius lived . He is placed by some
in the 6th centur y, and not earlie r than
the end of the 4th, By the use of ^cxWuj
in connexion vrith sing ing psalms, even
if unacco mpanie-d with instru mental mu-
sic, it appears graduall y to have lost ,
among the earl y Christian s, the ori ginal
appro priatio n of it to playing or singing
wi th instruments : and t his was greatl y
aided by the dislike which v as com-
monl y entertained to the use ot instru -
mental music , during the th ird and sx>me
following cent uries , owing, in part , to
its having been employed in the temp le
serv ice amon g the J ews, and to other
circumstances which will be. hereaft er
not i ced . Hence it is not imp obabie
tha t i n the time of Hesychius ? ^ctAAa ;,
as commonl y used , had ceased to have
any reference >o instru mental mua.c ;
and as his authorit ies are lost , ve  arc -
left to suppose that he rr ust , in this cane
at least , hav e emp loyed onl y such as
would not a d  us in our prege nt inqu ir y,
which docs not respect the use of the
word in the later w riters , but at the
time of the apostles .

both , as he manifests, by say ing,
* at su pper the harlots ccSovcri koli
4/aAAoixr**, ami one of them leads
off , an d the rest sing together, '
The ode is a composition arranged
for sing ing. But •fy aKXeiv is by
means of musical inst ruments ,
and p art icularl y what is peculiar-
ly termed the psalte ry /' Anlus
Gelliusf (Att. Nocu xix .  9,) says,
qu i canerent voce, et <| ui p sulle-
ren t, those who sing wi th  the voice
and those who play . C> ri i l{ (sec
Schleusnor) speaks of ^M^ » as
a musica l comp osit ion , when it is
played melodiousl y upon a m usi-
cal instrument , sui tabl y to harmo-
nious words. Psa llerc, says Cre-L
lius , (Eth.  Christ ,  lib. iii . c. 9.)
C i is to sing with the voice, and
at t he same time to strike some
musical instrument.!" H. Ste-
phens (Thesaurus L. Gr. torn. iv.
p« 694 (|) exp lains the word , a*

• It should be noticed , that t his is the
very combination of wordsemp loyed by
the apostle in Eph v. JO.  The circum-
stance is important The opinion of Eu-
stath ius, in reference to a case in which
theological opinion was out of the ques-
t ion , must app ear to most , absolutel y
decisive. He flourish ed at the end of
the 12th century . The earl y par t ot his
life, he spent at Cons tantinople , the
place of his bi» th ; and he was after -
wards Archbishop of Thessalonica. His
commentaries on H omer •¦< are very vol-
uminous , and frequ ently illust ra te the
text ; but 1 hey are principa lly valued
}» y gra . marians , for the grea t assista nce
they a ffor d in understanding the Cree k
langua ge "

+ A learned grammarian who flou-
rished in the middle of the second cen-
tur y.

I Bishop of Alexandria at the begin-
ning of the fifth c e n t i i y .

tj I shall h.t v t- occasion , her eafter , to
rite the v\boie of the e- .cell nt passage
from which t best w ords are tbken : ex-
ce)l^ut , th ough , in some re pects , deci-
deciiy again st those views whj ch theso
papei.s are designed to state

|| Stephens intro duces his rem arks
thus ,—" Met aphor. Paul in Epist. ad
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emp loyed in Eph. v. 19, to signify,
tc strik ing the har p or ly»e , sing-
ing to the stri nged instruments ;
for (he conti nues ,) it is properl y
spoken resp ecting the touching of
str inge d inst ruments , as psa llere
also among the Latin s. Thus
H orace says Psallimus et luctamur
Achivis doctius unctis ; and again ,
doctoe psal lere Ch ire " Step hens also
re fers to Aulus Gellius as above
quoted . NA fter mentioning some
more general meaning s of ^ctXkuo
(such as to move, to shake ,) he
sta tes that not only the chord is
said iLaAXs trdat when it is touched
and moved , but any one qta Werau
to whom we sing with instruments ,
to whom we play on the harp, who
hear s any one playing or singing
with instrum ents. If the learned
reader will consult H. Step hens on
the derivatives of this verb , he can
scarcel y fai l I thi nk , to come to
the eoeeltiskm , t-ba-t- ai»ong the
Gre ek writers hi getierai, (exclud-
ing onl y those who lived long af-
ter the aposto lic age9) the constan t
force of the word , when app lied to
rriusi e, was play ing upon i nstru -
ments , or (at most) singing with in-
str uments * And ' I believe the same
may be sai d with confide nce as t<5
the use of the wor d ift the LXX.
The y have , it is true , fr equentl y
emp loyed it as the t ranslation of
xemsr (to sing, with or without
musical instriiiaents ) as well as of
ff £g£tz, (to play on instrument s , or
sing wit h them ,) but as they must
unders tand the force of the ir own
language, I can see lit tle room to
doubt , but that they deployed
_*_ ~—¦ - . j—. . 
Eph. c. 5. KoCKovvtss—iw xvp ity ,
canentes ct psallent es Domift ti itt dorde
vestro : id eat , citharam seu lyra m pul-
saptes ; fidibus canentcs : prop *ie ctimV1
*c.

•\s<zW(jj as the translation of the
former of th ese verbs , only where
they considered it as denoti ng sing*
ing with instru ment s. And I am
inclined to think , that if the learn -
ed reader will consult Trommiu *
for the use of this word and its de-
rivatives in the Septu agint , and
will tak e into account , w hat a*
clearl y appear s from H. Step hen?
was the invariable use of it amon g
the heathen Greeks , he must
come to the conclu sion th at thfc
Alexandrian transla tors emp loyed
it , with little , if any, except ion ,
to denote play ing on ins t rum ental
music , or singing with it . —Yctki&Of
(psalm os))  a psalm , properl y signi-
fies, say s Schleusn er , J , a touchin g,
a strik ing,- ihe strik ing of a strin ged
ifistf umerit , the sound of the same :
2, the tti usic&l instrument which
is struck , the harp : 3, a regu lar
sorig, cortfposed afti fictatly in num-
bers , and with ffryt frrti , fitted both
for the human voice and for mu-
sical instruments , a song^ a hymti .rtfh is word is especial ly emp loyed
itt tfie New Testament * in refer-
ence to the collection of Psalm s in
the Old Testament. Park burs t
gives, 1, a touching or playing
npott a musical inst ru ment : 2,
a psal m, or sacred song or poem ,
properl y su ch a one as is sun g to
stringed instrume nts .

N. B. I have just seen, in Mr.
Yates 's sermon at the opening of
the Unitarian Cha pel in Glasgow ,
a reference made (in a note) '' to
the rema rks of an ancHi yftio tis
wri ter ort the meani ng of th e word
¦vJ/aAAu;, in the New Testament /*
Before the close of my communi -
cations on the subject , I hope to
avai l myself of the informatio n
which is prbbabl y contained in th e
late publications respecting it in
Glasgow.* If the conclusions of
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the anonymous write r,' as to the
force of ^aAAaj , should be similar
to my own , our independent agree -
ment , will be satisfactor y, proba -
bly, to both of us.—Of Mr. Y.'s
sermon , ray cursory perusal will
only allow me to say, what is very
obvious , that it is manl y, appro-
priate and impressive : and I trust
that it will not only lead the minds
of many in North Britain , to con-
sider the gran d poi n ts of the Uni-
tarian contr overs y, but that it will
call the at tention of some of our
opulent Unitarians * to the pecun i-
ary difficulties of the Glasgow
congregation , wjjich they may
*flfec tua }ly ranjovg witho ut risk or
injur y to themselves, and th us con^
tribute in (I am persuaded) no

Art . J . Memoirs of the late Rev-
. trend Thf &phi lus Lindscy 9 M -A.

inclu ding a Brief Analysis of
his Works  ̂ together with Anec-
dotes and Letter ? of eminent
Person s} his Frien ds and Cor-
resp ondents • Qls o a General
View <}f the Pro gress of the
Unitarian Doctrine in Eng land
and America . By Thomas BeU
f kam 9 Minister of the Chape l
in Essex Street . 8vo. pp. 568.
14s. Jo hnson and Co. 1812.
JV tl*- kiNi>$EY must be allowed

% dis1,uigi4isfrt d p^qe amongst the
English Reformers, whether we
consider the import ance of the doc*
trine which he embraced , avowe d,
defended and promoted ,—th e abili-
ty, zea.1 and perseverance with
which he? maintaine d the princi *
pies which his judgm ent and piety

unimportant way, to
^
diffuse the

knowled ge of the Father , the
only trit e Goi>, and of J esui
Chri st whom he has sent.

L. C.
Jan . 4, 1813.

[The writer next proceeds to
consider the passages in the N.
T. in which the foregoing wor ds
are employed , and at the close of
the letter he d raws several infer -,
ences from the examin ation , re-
specting the authori ty which those
passages afford for the use of mu-
sic (vocal and instrumen tal) in de-
votional exercises. But the great
length of his paper pre vents the
comp letion of it in this Number. }

led him to ad opt,—the memora ble
sacrifice , by which he proved his
sinceri ty, and his conviction of
the suprem e va lue of the Unit ar ian
doctrine ,—or the various vir tues
which adorne d his lengthened life.
His persona l histor y is, besides, in«
sepa rabl y connecte d with the late
extra ord inary reviv al of Unitari.
an ism in England , which in some
cq,ses may be trace d, and in most
m&y be just ly att r ibute d, in no
small degre e, to his example,
wr itings and gener ous effor ts  ̂ pub *
lie or private. Few individual s,
therefore are fitter subjec ts of b 'u
ography than Mr. Lindsay ; and
fortun ate is it for his reputation ,
that he h&s obta ined a bi ographer
who thoroug hly unders tands his
charac ter , whose long and close
friendsh ip with him qualifies him
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to describe the qual it ies of hi s head
and heart , whose ow n personal
history is in some poi n ts similar to
th at of the revered confi ssor , and
whose talents can ensur e lastin g
attention and respect to the por-
tra iture of excellence , which his
feelings have pr ompt ed him to
place before the public. In thus
expressin g our selves , we mean to
besto w no comp limentar y lan -
guage on the dead or the living.
Mr . Lindsey is beyond the reac h
of flatter y , and unmerite d enco-
miums on his successor would
onl y redound to the discredit of
our pages, wh ich , we tr ust , the
experience of several years has
convinced our readers that we
would not knowin gly devote to
any pur poses besides those of truth
and justice.

In takin g up this cop ious vol-
ume for review , we are not a litt le
puzzled in determinin g how we can
best p resent the reader with a spe-
cimen of its rich cont en ts : we be-
lieve, upon the whole , t hat we shal l
discharge pur d uty most faithfull y
and comp lete ly, by following the
biograp her chapter by cha pter ,
and making su ch extracts as com-
port with our limits ; introducin g
here and there an observation , but
reser ving our more general re marks
for the conclusion of the ar ticle.
Ha vin g given , in our former vol-
umes, biograp hical sketches of Mr .
Lindsey and of his excellent part -
ner , in his active and usefu l life,
[See vols. iii. 6l7, 637.—iv. 1,
$4.— vii . 109.] we do not think
it necessary to follow our author
in the enti re and regular succession
of his facts and dates.

Mr. Lindsey 's mother, whose
maiden name was Spencer , was
distantly related to the Marl bo-
rough family, and previously to

her marriage had lived upwar ds c*f
twent y years in the famil y of Fran »
ces, Count ess of Hunting don , he
himself was named after his god-
fath er , Theo philus , Earl of Hunt -
ingdon , the son of tLe above -
mentioned lad y? and thehusba nrfof
Selina , Countess of Huntin gdon , so
well known as the zealou s and
liberal pat roness of Mr. Whit -
field and the Calvinistic Metho-
dists .

" With this very respectable lady
Mr. Lindsey lived many years in ha-
bits e>f friendshi p. And thoug h, after
his secession from the established
church and the public avowal of
his theolog ical princip les, all per-
sona l intercourse was for man y
years suspended, yet when Mr.
and Mrs. Lindsey, in the summer
of 1786, called upon Lad y Hun-
ting don at Tal garth , in Wal es, they
were received , as he expresses it
in a letter to a frien d, " most graci-
ously, as usua l.'* Not only did she
direct that ever y possible attent ion
should be shewn them in their visit
to her academical institution in the
neighbourhood , but she earn estly
pres sed them to prolong their stay.
With her old and much respected
friend she had much serious conver -
sat ion ; an d seemed particular ly im-
pr essed with a hint which Mr. Lind-
sey threw out , in refe rence to a dear
and only surviv ing son, of the safe-
ty of whose final state lier lad yship
ent ertained the most painfu l appre-
hensions, that possibly the state of
future punishment might be only a
process of severe r discipline, and
that the greatest sinner s might ul-
timatel y find mer cy. And when
they parte d she took an affectionat e
leav e of them, and gave them her
kind , materna l benediction , express -
ing, at the same time, her hope of
meeting them in a better worl d*" Some good I hope, is dope," say*
Mr . L. to his corre spond ent above re-
ferred to, wher e much is intende d by
thi* pra iseworth y lady, who iwu, for
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full forty years , devoted her fpr-
turi es, time and labours to promote
"What she believes to be the tru th :
thou gh I cannot but hope it will be
a place for more rational inquirers
after she drops into ^ her grave. "
This venerable lad y was at th at
time " turn ed eighty, but hale and
sensible for that age." And though
she might for a moment be soothed
by a glimpse of hope of the ultimate
restora tion of a darlin g child , it
was not to be expected that Mr.
Lindsay 's conver sation would make
any ;perman ent impression upon her
mind. He after ward s speaks of his
aged friend as " still in the depth s of
mysticism and methodism , thoug h
she was become more moderate to-
wards those who held differ ent opi-
nions." Nor does it appear that
any material change ever took place
in Lad y Huntin gdon's reli gious
views, thou gh the abus e of her ge-
nerosity by some persons in whom
she had placed a confidence which
they did not deserve , made it ne-
cessary for her , in some measure ,
to restrai n her mun ificence, and
gave rise to a report that she had
deserted the methodist connexion."
Pp. 2, 3. Note.

Under the pat rona ge of Lad y
Betty and Lad y Ann Hastings ,
of the above- mentioned nob le fa.
mily, young Lindse y was placed
at the gramma r school at Leeds ,
then unde r the care of the Rev.
Mr. Barn ard ; a gentleman of
great eminence both for learnin g
and piety, who devoted himself to
the honourable and ard uous du-
ties of his profession , and to whus e
supe rior ta lents and exemp lary
assiduity his gratef ul p up il was
wont to ascr ibey unde r Divine
Providence, not only  ail his lUe-
rary atta inments  ̂ but almost all
tha i wqs honourable and right in
&ie p ersona l character. (<P. 34.)
Thin pleasing fact , so creditab le to
Mr. Ltn d&ey, deserve s also tp be
»cc<wr<ted in honour of hi* tutor,

and as an encou ra gement to th,e
tea chers of youth to reckon con-
fid entl y upon the success , in many
instances , of their faithfu l labour s,
and particularl y of their v irtuo us
examp les.

Pre pare d by the instructions of
such a master , Mr. Linds cy , \n
th e 18th year of his a^e, was ad-
mitt < q! at St. Jo hn 's Collegp , in
Camb r idge, Ma y 21 , 1741. Here
he soon attracte d such noti ce and
respect , that he was recommended
to Dr. Reynolds, Bi shop of Lin.
coin , as a tuto r to his grand son ,
whom , at an earl y age , he sent to
the univer sity. Of the pup il ,
still livin g, we have the following
interestin g sketch :

" Mr. Reyn olds, after havin g fi-
nished his education at the univer -
sity, was taken by the late Lord
Sandwich as his private secretar y
to Aix la Chapel le, "where he re-
mained durin g the negociation of
the celebrated treat y, "which takes
its name from that city. After his
return to England , declinin g the
engagements of public life, he re-
tired to his estat e at Littl e Paxto n,
in Huntin gdonshire. There he still
resides , and amidst the hi gh estima-
tion in which he is universal ly and
deservedl y held , both for his public
and his private virtues , he justl y re-
gards it as not the least of his ho-
nours to be know n as one of the
earliest fri ends and warmest admir-
ers of the venerable Theophilus
Lkidsey.

** ' I recollect ,* says this gentle-
man in a letter with which he fa-
voure d the writer of this memoir ,
* that Mr. Linds ey excelled in Col-
lege exercises ; that he was singu-
larl y pious ; that he att ended the
chape l prayers , and monthl y receiv-
ed the sacrame nt. His manners
were mild and gent le, and his con-
versation was of a serious turn , but
agreeable , and sought by his fellow-
students. 1 have reason to believe
tlrat he' obtai ned the highest ho*
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nours on takin g his degree , I mean
Wrang lershi p, but this 1 cannot
positivel y assert. ' " Pp. 5, 6 and
Note.

In A pril , 1747, Mr. Lindse y
havin g ta ken his degrees with hi gh
reputation , was elected a fellow of
St. John 's College ; and having
been ordained by Dr. Gibson , the
Bishop cf London , was , in the
23rd yea r of his age, presented
to a chapel in Spital Square , Lon-
don , by Sir George Wheele r , at
the recommendation of Lad y Ann
Has tin gs, sister -in-law to the Ba-
ron et. Throu gh the same interest
he was , in a short time , invite d ,
as cha p la in , into the house of the
Duke of Somerset , by whom and
his accomp lished lad y, bette r
known as the Countess of H ert-
ford , he was treated with the libe-
ral i ty and affection of friends hi p.
Afte r the decease of the Duke ,
be continu ed some time in the fa-
mil y of the Dutchess , and at her
particular and earnest request ,
accompanie d her gran dson , Lord
Warkworth , the p resent Duk e of
Northumbe rl and, to ihe continen t ,
w here he spent two years wi th his
noble pup il. In rewar d of this
ser vice , the Ea rl of Nort humber -
lan d present ed him , on his return ,
to the valuabl e recto ry of Kirkb y
Whiske , in the Nor th Ridin g of
Yorkshi re ; whither he hastened ,
declining a proposal of his patrons
to atten d Lor d Wark worth to Eton
as his privat e tuto r , and com.
menced paris h minist er . In this
situa tion he continued about three
year s, du ring wh ich time he form -
ed the acquaint anc e with the fa-
mil y of the celebra ted Archdeacon
Blackbu rne , which had so consi-
derab le and happy an effect upon
his fut ure life. He married in
1760, Miss Hanna h EUworth ,

the step.dau ghte r of the ar chdea ~
con , after havin g, at the request
of the Huntin gdon family, resi gn-*
ed the living of Kirk by Whisk *
for th at of Pidd letow n, in Dorset*
sh ire . The character of Mrs . Lind-
sey has been sketched in this work
wit h a glowing pencil by her long
and close friend , Mrs . Cappe. [See
Vol. VII . pp. 109—118.1 She had
peculiarities which were sometimes
unpleasant to stran gers , but they
arose wholl y fro m tkat arden j
temperamen t and decision of cha-
ra cter whi ch fitted her to be the
hel p-meet of a confessor and re-
former . Mr. Lindse y hi mself
described her as one " qua*
quoque currentem incitat. " P.
12 , & Month. Mag . for Dec
1 808.

While he reside d at Piddletow n ,
M r. Lindse y's firs t doubts a rose
concernin g the doctrine of the Tri -
nity , and here he began to meditate
his retirement fro m the chur ch ; but
his des ign was overruled for the pr e-
sent by the plausible considera tion *
which he Las so ingenuousl y sta ted
in his Apology . In the year
1762 , the pros pect was opened
before him of hi gh ecclesiastical
preferment : the Earl of Nort hum -
berland was sent over , as Lor d
Lieutenant to I reland , an d the place
of chap lain to his lordshi p was of-
fered by his consort to Mr. Lindse y,
accompani ed with a request that
he and Mrs . L. would reside with
them in th e vice- regal palace till
some valuable prefe rment should
be obtainabl e. The acceptance
of this offer woul d no doubt have
led to an exal ted station in tho
church of Ireland : " Dr. Dodo-
son , who accepted the appoint-
ment which M r . Lindse y declin-
ed , was soon ad vanced to the
bishopri c of O*sory , from w hicU
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he was afterwards translated to
that of El phin , where he died a
few years ago/' P. 15.

T6 the minds of Mr. and M rs.
Lindsey , the attraction s of friend-
chi p were stron ge r tha n those of
fashion , wealth and power ; and
soon after their refusal of the
above tem ptin g proposal , the y ef-
fected the exchan ge of the livin g
of P iddletown for that of Cat -
terick , in Yorkshire ; in ever y rc-
Bpect inferior , except in the op-
portunities which it afforded of
cultivating the society of man y
valuable fr iends , and pa rticularl y
of the venerable Archdeacon
Blackburne. [See Mrs. Capp e 's
Memoir , Vol. VII. p. 110.] In the
bosom of select society and in the
mid *>t of affectionate parishio ners ,
Mr. Lindse y seemed to have at -
tained the summit of philoso p hic
ha pp iness. He was a finished
pattern of a good parish .prie st ;
And Mrs . L. was the guar dian , in-
stru ctor and benefa ctress of  her
neighbours. But both the retire -
ment and the converse which Mr.
JLi ndsey had courted served to
pave the way for the great and , at
fi r st , pai n fu l change which distin-
guished his life : his scru p les con-
cern i ng the worshi p of the church
increased , t ill at length he reliev -
ed his conscience by a vol untar y
and magnanimous secession from
his living, with all its benefits .

He had satisfied himself after
his irs t doublin gs, with consider-
ing the Trin itarian forms in the lu
tur gy as " a three - fold representa -
tion of the One God , the Father ,
governin g all things by himself
and by his son and sp iri t," and
under this view had broug ht
himself to subscribe the Th irty -
nine Articles , on his removal to
Catte ri ck. Of thi s prevalent and
specious schemet Mr tBelsham says,

" This, which is usuall y called
the Sabellian h y pothesis , and which
diffe rs onl y in words fro m the pro -
per Unitarian doctrine , was ad-
vance d by the learned Dr. Wallis ,
Savilian pro fessor of mathematics at
Oxford ; and well received by the
Universi ty, in opposition to the
hypothesis of three infinite minds ,
maintained by the celebra ted Dr.
Sherlock , which underwent a pub -
lic censure . The professor states
his opinion in the following term s,
in rep ly to the objection of th e
Unitari ans, that three persons wers
three Gods.

" 'This reasoning, ' says Dr. Wal-
lis, * is gro unded on this silly mis-
take, that a divine person is as much
as to say a divinity or a God , when
in deed a divine person is onl y a
mode or respect, or re lation of G od
to his creatures. He beareth to his
cr eatu res these th ree relations ,
modes or respects , that he is thei r
Creato r, their Redeemer , thei r
Sanctifier ; this is what we mean,
an d ali, that we mean , when we
say God is th ree persons. He hat h
those three relations to his creatur es,
an d is there by no more thr ee God»
than he was three Gods to the Jew s,
because he calleth himself the God
of Abrah am , the God of I saac and
the God of Jacob/ See Consid era -
tions on the Explications of the
Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 7, 1693,
apu d Lindse y's Apology, p. 227.
The learned profe ssor might have
spare d his supe rcilious reflection
upon the understa ndings of his Uni-
tar ian bret hren , whose onl y error
consiste d in taking common words
in their common acceptat ion. Is
Dr. WalhVs doctrine that which still
pre vails in the learned Universit y ?
If so, the pure Unitaria n doctrine it
much more extensively diffused
than man y of its most zealous advo-
cates imagine. Happy would it be
for the cause of truth , if, when er-
ror is detected and discarded , tht
lan guage of error were discarded
with it/ ' P. 23. Note.

(To be euntin ucd.)
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only two ministers for upwards of
a centu ry -f .

Dur ing  a life and a ministry
protracted beyond the accustomed
period , it was the lot of Mr.
Hirons to witness painfu l changes
in his neighbourhood and connec-
tions. But  bis pr iva t e  and his
public labours were rendered use-<
ful to several—to many who , like
him , are now gathered to their
fathers, and to some w h o  yet sur-
vive. Had his characteristic
modesty permitted, he might have
said, wi th  Mr. Orton, who was
one of his tutors at Northampton ,
and whom he, in some views, re-
sembled , " I hope many aged
persons have been edified by my
services, and not a few young
people trained up in sentiments of
wisdom and piety /' His desire of
doing good was particularly gra-
tified with  reference to a large and
very interesting class of the rising
generation—the children of the
poor. A val u able charity-school
which he visited with parental
vi gilance and unwearied zeal , is
among the best monuments to his
memory : it was instituted by Dr»
Clark ; and of the young persons
whom it  has educated there are
those on whom lasting impressions

•f Dr. Clark's immediate predecessor
•w as the Rev. Jonathan Grew, a native
of Atherstone, in Warwickshire. (The
Nonconformists'Memorial , ad Ed. VoL
iii. 34 1, 343.) Whether Mr. Grew wu
the first minister of the congregation at
St. Alban's is somewhat doubtful.
Whom he succeeded the writer cannot
at this momen t ascertai n.

The Rev. Jabe z Hirons.
Died at St. Al ban 's, Herts,

Dec. 21 , 1812, t he Rev., J abez
Hirons .  He was born there,
Jul y J 1, 1728, and had his gram-
mar learning partl y under a re-
spectable clergyman in Leicester-
shire , partly under Dr. Aikin , at
Kibvvortl ), in the same county .
For his academical education he
was placed with the excellent Dr.
Doddri dge, at Northampto n ,
where he spent five years. In
I75O he assisted, and in 1751 suc-
ceeded , Dr. TI!lark , in the charge
of a dissenting congregation in his
native town. He was invi ted in
17? 0, to be the minister of a re-
spectable society at Dudley , in
Worcestershire, but declined the
invitation , and continued at St.
Alban 's to the day of his death ,
when he had sustained the pasto-
ral relation in o.ne place for nearly
sixty-two years*. It is a memo-
rable and almost unparalleled cir-
cumstance, tha t  this congregation
was under the successive care of

* The following sentences are ex-
tracted from a pathetic and interesting
sermon , entitled , " The Old Mart s
Calendar : a Discourse on Joshua x iv.
10. Delivered in the first Parish of
Hingham, in America, on the Lord's
Day, August 26, 1781 , the birth-day
of the Author, EevNEzt m. Gay. 2d
JEd. London , printed 1733."
" Lo, now, my brethren, I am this

day fourscore and five years old ¦ ¦a
wonder of God's sparing mercy I Sixty-
three of these years 1 have spent in the
work of the ministry among you——I
am the third in the pastorate of this
church ."—~p. 34.
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of religion hav e been made by the
instr umental ity of Mr. Hirons .

His ministerial services were
serious and devout. In his dis-
cour ses he aimed to be intelli gi-
ble and practical . When his life
dre w to its close, he was fond of
preaching on two texts which
shewed what were his general
views of Christian doctrine , and
what ihe subjects most congenial
to his mind ; the former had
much affected him in his earl y
days, in consequence of his hear -
ing it repeated by a pious , but
afflicte d person in humble cir cum-
stan ces ; it is th e last verse of the
eleventh chapte r of the Epistle to
the Roma ns : " For of him , ^,nd
throu gh him , and to him are all
things , to whom be glory for ever .
Amen ." The other is the eight -
eenth verse of the fift h chap te r of
the second Epistl e to the Corinth -
ians : " All t thin gs are of God ,
who hath reconciled us to himself
by Jesus Chri st, and hath given to
us the ministr y of reconciliation. "
His pra yers , both in the family
and in public , were solemn , ap-
propr iate, pat hetic!, and have
been noticed for thei r excellence ,
not only by his brethren in the
dissentin g ministry , but by cler -
gymen of the established chu rch .

In his literary and intellectual
cha racter he was super ior to many
persons of more showy parts and
of less self-diffidenc e. There is
reason to believe , that for a lar ge
portion of his life he was in the
hab it of contributi ng to one of the
oldest and most respecta ble of the
peri odical publications - Ot ge-
nera l and especiall y of theol ogical
jtnd historical knowl ed ge, he pos-
sessed no incon siderable stock.

An habitual regard to God , and
& str ong sense of his own depen-

dance and obligation s, were visi.
ble in his conversation and beha -
viour; and he cordiall y accepted
for himself , and ear nestl y r ecom-
mended to others , the great salva-
tion of the gospel . The scri pf ure s
he inter preted , as became a Pro -
testa nt , by the scri pture s ; neither
admitting inf a llibility to exist in
any human unins p ired bein g (not
even in his revered tutor) nor
assumin g it for himself . His
op inions on some disputed points
were perha ps at nearl y an equal
distance from those whic h , justl y
or unjus tl y, are regarded as -the
extremes of theo logical seutiment
among pro fessing Christians , But
he honoure d persons of ever y de-
nomination , provided he had rea -
son to consider them as sincerel y
benevolent and pious ; and , in
return , he was hi ghl y esteemed by
all who were themsel v es estimable.
Never was a man more generall y
or more deservedl y respected , in
his sp here , for his unaffected
cand our and Catholicism , for his
upr ight , peacefu l , blameless and
consistent depor tment , and for
his read iness to do good to all
men , as he had opp ortunit y.

His benevolence was self-deny -
ing as well as extensive ; his dis-
position extremel y generous and
grateful. In the duti es of domes-
tie life he was a patt ern to believers .
To young pers ons his manners
were particularl y conciliating ;
and he had much pleasure and
some felicity in excitin g and sa-
tisfying thei r thirs t for knowled ge*
There were instances in whi ch he
was honoured with the guardian -
shi p of orp hans , to w hom he
manifested all the tendernes s and
wisdom of a father.

His compassionate heart felt
deep ly for his friends under their
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afflict ions : nor , amidst his own ,
did he r emit his endeavo urs to
serve them in their most val uabl e
concerns. Thoug h " faint ," he
stil l " pursued :" thou gh th e
sh adows of his evenin g lengthened ,
he still labou red till he was ove r-
taken by the night of death :
thoug h the infirmit ies of a feeble
fram e tended to depress his spiri ts ,
his confid ence in God never for-
sook him ; and his end was peace
and hope.

A few years afte r his settle ment
at St* Aiban 's, the hap p iness of
Mr. Hirons was essentia l ly pro -
mote d by his union in marria ge
with Ann , second daug hter of Dr.
Clark. In her indeed he found a
most affectionate companion , and
a most prudent adviser. He bore
the loss of her in the autumn of
1804, with exemp lar y submission
to his God and Father; but the
event left a strong impressio n on
his heart ; and it became evident
that one of his dea rest ear th ly ties
was rent asunder. On Dec. 29,
1812, his remains were interred ,
amidst man y marks of esteem and
sorr ow, in the same grave with
hers , in St. Pe te r 's Church -yard :
and the gratefu l respect enter tai n-
ed for his memor y , was fu rther
shewn in the lar ge concourse of
people who attended to hea r his
funeral sermon , which was preach .

£4 Obituary .—Je rem iah Wrigley.
ed , Jan. 10, 1813 , by Mr, Ken-
t ish , on the honours and consola -
tions of oge, from Philemon ,
verse 9 : " Bein g such a one at
Paul the aged/'

Jeremiah IVrig ley .
A pril 27, 1812 , died in the

73d year of his age, at Barnby .
don , in Yorkshire , Jeremi ah
Wri gley , late of Thorne. Hm
was man y years a Meth odist ,
durin g which time he becam e an
Un ivcrsali st. He was one of the
firs t who embraced the Unitarian
doct rine when introduced at
Thorne. On becoming an Uni-
taria n , he left the Meth odists and
associated with a few other persons

— _ -. —. mm

who entertained rationa l views or
Christianit y , whom he greatl y as-
siste d in carr y ing on meetin gs for
mutual instructio n and th e wor -
shi p of the one God . Thoug h
placed in humble circu mstance s,
h is ardent love of truth , amia ble
spiri t and consistent conduct
did honour to the Christia n pro *
fession. He bore his last sick-
ness , wh ich was severe , with
much patience and calmness ; be
felt the animatin g hope of the
gospel : his onl y fear was lest he
should discover any feeling in-
consistent with resi gnati on to th«
will of God.

R. W.
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An Account of M r.  Wright '*
Missionary Tour in the North-
west, extra cted f rom his Jour-
na l.

To the Secretary of the Unitaria n
Fund.

Wisbedck , Dec. 3, 1812.
Dear Sir ,

Havi ng finished ray mission in
*he North -west , I send you the
following account of it. This
journe y emp loyed me 82 days, in
which I travelled about 1000 miles
and preached 74 times. I will
first give a brief account of the
places where I preached , an d then
make some general remarks , and
noti ce particu lar matters to which
I am anxious to engage atte ntion.

In passi ng 'throug h the country
•¦ to t he intended scene of my mission ,

I preached at the following places,
viz. at

l 9 Peterborou gh, to a smal l,
attent i ve audience.

2, Leicester. Here I had a
ver y good congregation , for a week,
day evening. I was requ ested to
*pend a Sunday in Leiceste r , when
I go that way aga in.

3, Melbourne , in Derb yshire ,
in a large room , pre t ty well filled
with serious hearers.

4, Hinckley . I pr eached here
thr ee times ; the larg est congrega -
t ion was estimated at 500 persons.

5, Birmin gham . Having but
one evenin g I could spare for
preac hing in this town , at the re-
quest of Mr , Little *s congr egation ,
it was agreed I should preach in
Mr.  Little9$ place. We had a
ver y good - congregat ion*

Staffordshire ,
I was tw ice in this count y im

the course of my journe y, and
preached at the following places.
viz.

1, Wolverampton . Here we
had a large r congre gation than
had been expected , as a num ber
of persons of other reli gious de-
nominations attended . Our frien d*
in this town want a minister ,

2, Coseley. The congre gation
here is pre t ty large. We had some
friends from Dudle y . Thou gh I
called at Dud ley, and spent a fevr
hours with my worth y friend Mr .
Bransby ,  I could not be th ere in
an even ing.

3. Da lliston. I preached in a
Calvi nistic meeting-house , which.
is at present unoc cupied . About
150 persons attended , amon g who m
were sever al Methodist preachers.
This was the fi rst time Unitarian -
ism had been heard from a pul pit
in this place. Th ere are a fevr
persons favourable to it , and it
would be well if an occasional lee.
ture could be establishe d in Dal.
liston , by the nei ghbouri ng Uni-
tarian ministers .

As I was going down, I could
hear of no opening for my pre ach-
ing at Newcast le-under -Line , or
in its vicinity ; but whilst in Che -
shire , I obtained such informa -
t ion as induce d me to visit Staf-
fordshire agai n , when I pr eached
at

4, Newcastle  ̂ in a meetin g-
house belong ing to the New Con-
nect ion of Methodists , to abou t
200 peop le , amon g whom was a
Methodist preach er and a Catholic

INTELLIGENC E,



priest. The congregation was very
atten tive. The Methodists , who
were so libera l as to lend us the
place, were pre viousl y informed
that I was an Unitarian missiona ry ,
that t hey might not be sur prised
at heari ng me preach a plain Uni-
tan an sorm on.

5, Ha rt ley . This town is situ -
ated in the midst of the potteries ,
a ver y populous district ; there are
severa l Unitar ians in Hanl ey ; and
a peop le I heard of at La ne-end,
wh o arc likely to become such. I
pre ached in a Baptist meeting -
house, w hich is at pr esent unoccu-
pied , an d had about 160 ver y
atte ntive hearers ; amon g whom
was a Metho dist preach er and two
Calviaist ic preache rs .

Chesh ire.
This county was one of the prin -

cipal objects of my mission ; of
course I devoted as much time as
I could consistent ly spare to it.
The following are the places where
I pr eached , viz*1, Chester. Here I pr eached
twice , and had the pleasure of en-
joying the edifying society of my
esteemed friend and bro ther mis-
sionary, Mr . Lyons, and sever/al
of his people*

2, K ingsley . The congregation
here consists , chiefl y, of poor peo-
ple ; they heard me with deep at -
tention. They fu rn ish one amoBg
many modern proofs , that Unita -
rianis m is capable of becoming th e
religion of the lower classes in so-
ciety .

4, KehalL In a farm bouse,
on a Tuesd ay in the afternoon , I
delivere d a discourse to a smal l
assembly of atten tive heare rs .

4, Tar vin. On the evening of
the same day * in a detached par t
of th is parish , consisting of hum ble
aottages , situa ted on the edge of

Delemere forest , I preached to a
Cr owded assembl y of poof people,
who seemed to drink in the word
as the thirsty earth d oes the rain
t hat descendeth upon it.

5, Stockton - heath. Here I
preached in a bam, fitted up as a
meeting -house , by a people called
Quake r Methodists. Th ere was a
person pre sent , a wild enth usiast,
called a Revi valist , who stood be-
fore me to resist me. Just after
I had commenced my sermon , he
bega n to speak , but was stopped
and I went on. As soon as I had
concluded the discourse , he began ,
but was desired to be silent til l I
had finished the service . When I
had finished it he began in prayer ^but one of the leading Meth odists
who belong to the place, rose and
said , that man belonged not to
them, and had no aiithoritv there ithem , and had no authori ty there ;
made a liberal remark , respecting
the sermo n they had heard , and de-
sired that there might be nothi ng
disorderl y, and th at the congre ga-
tion would immed iate ly depart. The
peop le in general , I su ppose we
had 150 hearers , departed ; a few,
h owever , remai ned behind , and I
was informed he, the Revivalist ,
endeavoure d to pray down my str -
mon , intrea ting th e Almight y the
peop le might believe nothin g I had
said.

6, Partin gton. The congre -
gation here was small; 1 had some
Calvinists to hear me*

7, Knut sf ord. The preachi ng
here was on a Th ursday mornin g.
I had the pleasure of meeti ng at
Knu tsford {several of our brethr en
in the ministry ^ from differen t
places, and severa l gentlemen ,
zealous friend s of the Unitariai >
cause , from Warri ngton , M an-
chester , 3rc. After the service w#
dined together , and spent the at-
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ternoon in a very edifying manner ,
8, Cong le ton. As great pains

bad been ta ken to make my pre ach-
ing kno wn , we had the meeting-
house pr etty wel l filled ; many of
my hearers were persons of other
reli gious denominat ions.

9, Dean -Row. I preached here
on a Wednesday , in the middle
of the day ; the peop le who form
this congregation , live so distant
fro m the place , and are so much
engaged in business , that it is diffi-
cult to collect them , excepting on
a Sunda y : however , we had a re-
spectabl e company of attentive
hearers .

10, Cross.Street. This is a
small village , I preached on a
Tuesday mornin g, to a smal l, re-
spectable audience.

11, Hale . I preached in the
afternoon of the same day at this
place, and thoug h the peop le had
to come, most of them , a con«i .
derabl e distance , in an incessant
^nd heavy rai n, we had the meet-
ing-house about half filled ,

12, Stuckport. Here I had a
pretty lar ge congregat ion ; and af-
terw ar ds spent th e evening wit h a
Company of friends , in wh ich much
ar dour in the cause of t r uth ,
Ch rist ian zeal " and affectio n were
discovered.

13, Hy de. In this place, I
spent a most happy day . Several
persons accompani ed me from
Stock p ort , and as 1 had hot ano -
ther day to spare for Duck ingji eld%
w here there is an Unitari aa con*
gre gation , the mini st er of that
p lace and a number of his frien ds
met us at Hy de. We had preach-
ing in the morning (it was ou a
Thursda y);after the service , a laTge
pdrt y diried togethe r. It was some-
thin g like a publ ic associat ion,
^"he afternoon was spent in a way

highly calculated to cherish Chris-
tian affection , incre ase zeal in the
glorious cause in which we ar©
engage d, an d to pr omote every
liberal and pious feeling. I pr each-
ed agai n in the evening, the place
was crow ded , I suppose there were
five or six hundred hearers , many
of them pers ons of differen t religi-
ous sentiments , and all deep ly at~
tentive. After the evening service
we had a lar ge part y together , for
two or three hours , and the time
was spent in edif ying conversation .

I was under the necessi ty of de-
clining an invi tation to Platt ,
wh£re there is an Unitarian con-
gregation , not havin g a day bu£
what was engaged by previous ap*
pointments ^

Lancashire *
Deeming this a county hi ghly

important to th e Unitarian ca.\ise,
I* determined to devote to it all
the time and attention in my power *'
I preache d at the following places,
VJZ.

1, Paradis e Street , Liverpool,
to , I suppose, about 700 peop le. I
should have pr eached there agai n ,
but a week-day service was nofc
thoug ht eli gib le.

2 , Li en s haw Street , Liverpool.
The congr egat ion here seemed
tbih , fur the sixe of the chapel ;
but it was in an afternoon , and
congregations are usuall y thin at
th at time in large towns. There
misht be 250 Deoole.

3, IVa rringlom I pr eached
here five tim es ; was alwa ys well
attended ; even the week evenin g
con gregati ons were lar ge , I had
much p l easin g an d edify ing inter -
co u rse with the respectable minis **
ter of the congregation ( Mr.
Broad bent) and many of his
friends ; both he and they did all
they could to accommodate jtn*
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and ^promot e the objects of my
mission,

4, .  Risley. Here I ^rea died
on a Tuesday , in the middle of
the d.ay*» -and thou gh it was in the
h-irv£st-tiinej an d tlie people
eit her farmeVs, or perso ns engaged
in lab our , t he meet ing- house was
nearly filled with a deeply att en-
tive audien ce,

5u, Ormskirk * The •meeting *
house here was near ly filled ; the
hearers 'consisted of 'people who
maintain very different -rel igious
systems*

<L Preston. A minister 'is
wa nted in this place. TUe Tneet -
ing-house had been shut up -for
near ly six months. I preached
tvvice. The la rgest Congregation
consiste d of about 150 persons ,

f7, rQhp rley. I preached twice
in th j f^plftce : the meefing-house
was well'filled 4x>tb evenings- I
was told maoy stra ngeFs attended .

8, Bolt on. I .preacfeed here
three times ; had very good con-
gregations *; the largest I estimated
at 500 .persons. This coogrQga-
tion is and has lor>g Ibeeh ?very
completely Unita rian. The grea t
atte ntion paid to the child ren and
youth in this place cannot fai l to
be pr oducti ve of much , good . The
firs t eveniog I spent here was to
Hie xe ny interesti ng. I met several
of our bFeth r en in the ministry
whom I had not seen before , and
was edified by thei r conversa tion.
The las t was very animating ; I
$pent it with the minister and a
company of genHemen beloogwg
to the congr egation.

9» \Wato ***by * /f-hc meetiug-
houseb^re was, not lo^g^go, saved
from v falling into the band s -of
Calvi a&te, by iheju ^icious«idvioe
which -a neighbouri ng mwaistcr
^ave tbe ^oi^rogatiou  ̂ juicl tbe

laudab le exertions of a priva te
gentlema n, Mr. P. Baron, who
vyenc over and rea d seraiona, and
conducted the religious service
whic h <pr eserved ^the place and
congregation till the^ .procured a
min ister . 1^preached twice ; the
place "was filled ; it «holds ̂ about
400 j>eopie.

l (Xy JS ^apj old. Th is is a ham-
let about a mile and -a half from
Ikrrv . Mr. Allard , the minister
at JB ttry, delivers y m occasional
lecture here.; ^,t >his 'request T.
preached it for him,; *it was well
attendee }. At this lecture ^a gen-
t leman was present who has late ly
left the tGalvinis ts* and k now a
zealous tJnitarian. Afte r the4eo-
t ur e, he requested I -would .preach
in his house the next eVeniq^
whic h is-situated in a place callea

11 , Catshole,* in Middletoti
parish. This *I agreed to do, and
hail a,pr ettyfgootl audie nce, ^fter
the service Mr. Baron rgave > no~
tice that I should preach at hm
house , a few miles from Boltoru
on the Saturday fortn ight follow-
ing. As soon as he bad done tii i$r
a gentleman , a Cal vinist, rose
and said , " Will <M r. Wri ght theu
preac h fro m any text that is^given
him ?" 1 answere d, M I will; what
is the text ?" He said , " The, pas-
sage, in lsaiaU, His nam e ^hail - be
called the AltgHy God, ~&c." 1
saicj j "_ I wil l then prea ch front
t he whole of tha t passage." Tie-
fore the time came, hand -bills were
circulated thro ughout the neigh-
bourh ood , and it was found ne.
cessapy to remove the( preac&iQ gt
for the accommodation of the
company , to the

19) School rp odhi on Co<k$if
Moor> which is aixty feet loug aad
thirt y wide, Tbia ropm w«» WU
4llc4 .s rna oy Catvinit>U besides ̂
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i!fce proposer , I was told , att ended .
Some murm ure d, but the people
seemed general ly satisfied. I
preach ed anoth er evening in this
l&rge room, and tho ugh the notice
was short , it was nearly filled.

13, Cockey  Moo r Chapel - I
preached here for Mr, Beatey , by
iiis request and th at of the leading
people of his congregation. JVI r.
Bealey was the most intimat e
friend of the late Dr. Barnes.
He had contem plated strict Uni-
tariarrism as a fri gid , dr y , philo-
sophical system , which would
diminish devotiona l feeling and
love to Chri st ; but , after the
deepest examination , he has gi ven
up his forme r views and is latel y
become avowedl y an Unitarian ,
pn the true eyangelical ground ;
he now views .Unitarianism as the
#ery doc t r fne of the gospel , and
greatl y rejoices in it. He de-
clares his former fears to have
been totall y unnecessar y, and that
st rict Uni tarian ism , so far fro m
diminish ing, increases lov;e to
Ch rist and devotional feeling. He
is considered by all our Ir ieiul s,
and ver y pro peil y, as an impor -
tant accession. His long stand -
ing, considera ble learn i ng, and
high worth of charact e r , with
the delibera te man ner in which he
has pursu ed his inqui ries , must
reader him hi ghl y valua ble to us.
1 pr eached in his place to, I su p.
pose, 500 people. With Mr.
Beaiey's conve rsation , the piety ,
*eal , and affecti on with which he
talks on th eological subjects , 1
was both ed i fied and deli ghted.

Rochda le. To this p lace I
tvas invite d by A>oth parties of
Unitarians ; for a great part of the
people who -formed the congr ega-
tion of the late Mr. Cooke are
bow Uni tar ians, and have been

recently dispossessed of the cha pel
erected far him , called Provid e nce
Chapel. I pr eached on the Sun*>
day mqrning in the

14, Pre sbyterian Ch apel , Roch-
dale , wh ich was well filled. As
it had been antici pated that it
would be too small for the rest of
the day, the loan of

15 , Providence Chapel , Roch -
da le , had been obtain ed. I
preached in it in the aft ern oon , to9
it was estimated  ̂ 1000 people,
and in the evening, tho ugh it was
dark , rain y and ver y dirt y , to
seve n or eight hundred. J had
rnuch pjeasin g conversation with
our frien ds of bofh parties , ap d I
hope an union wilj be eff ected be-
twee n them , Mr . Lyons has beeri
with them the last two Sunda ys.
Th ey want a minister , and if they
can obtai n a suita ble one. a rno^t
res pectable congregation will be
establi shed . Rochdale pr esents
an imp ortant and extensi ve sp here
of usefulness ; a ministe r placed
there would find openin gs for
preachi ng in the count ry below if ,
in Roz end ale , a district which I
regrette d J had not time to ex-
p l ore , but wh4ere I un derstan d
t here are many persons * favourablp
to Unita r ianism.

l6, Manc hester. I had to re-
grct 1 could spend so little time
in  Ma nche ster , an d that it was not
possible for me to be a Sunda y
t her e. I preac hed two evening?
iri the meetin g-house in Cross
Str eet;  the congr egation was esti-
mated th e first evenin g at 700
peop le, the other at a th ousand ;
some est imated them hi gher , som e
lower. I liad pr oposed preaching
the last evening at MrVHa wk es '*
p lace ; but this was given up
merel y because it was supposed it
Would not Con tain the people wh o*
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would attend. I shall never for-
get three evenings I spent in Man-
chester ; the fi rst we spent at an
inn , for the sake t)f accommodating
n large party . The other two
evenings , Mr. Johns, (a gentleman
to whom the friends of the Uni-
tarian cause are under great ob.
linations for his various exertions
to promote it ,) had the goodness
to accommodate us with  a large
school-room. At these social
meet ings , a large disp lay of intel-
ligence, of Christian affection , and
ardent zeal in the cause of Unita-
Tj anism , of genuine Christianity,
which has the illumination , virtue ,
peace and happ iness of the whole
^tvorld fur its object, gladdened
our hearts , and the growing pros-
pect of its success caused us to re-
j oice together.

17> Dob Lane. Here I preach-
ed four t imes ; the place was ge-
neral ly filled wi th  very attentive
licavers. . The congregation is in
n very good state. They have a
library for the use of children and
youth ,and have been in thehabi t  of
holding conferences, and there are
several young men in the congre -
gation of considerable promise.

18, Oldham. There are severa l
Uni tar ians  in this t own ; but  there
had been no Un i tar ian  n reach in ^ .
The firs t t ime  I preached at Old-
ham , I had a room croudcu J w i t h
a t t ent ive  hearers . The second
t ime , my friends had hired the
theatre for me to preach in ; but
some persons had threatened the
proprietor with I know not wha t
pa infu l consequences if he suf-
fere d me to occupy i t ;  so he begged
to be freed from his bargain , and
he was freed . I preached in a
room, as before, which was fi l led .
The Methodists were so ahrmed
that they sen t to a distance fur

one of thei r more popular minis-
ers, to preach the same evening
I should be there. I advised our
friends to hold a meeting regular-
ly among themsel ves, and do what
they can ; this 1 hope they will
do. The Unitarians at Oldham
left the Methodists a few yearp
ago and became Universalists.
They then corresponded with our
friend , Mr. Vidler. He sent them
some Unitarian books, which were
imprisoned for a season , no one
daring to read them ; they were,
however , at length liberated, and
have produced important effects.

19» Blackley . Here I preached
one evening ; the meeting-house
was well filled with very attenti ve
hearers.

20, Mont on. On the fi fth of
Novem ber, in the morning, I
preachetl here ; we had a very
good congregation. Being a day
of leisure , friends from Manches-
ter and other p laces met us ; we
had a public dinner  and a large
company ; the afternoon was spent
with  Christian affection , in an edit
f) ing manner.

2 1, Stand * At this place, as
well as in the other villa ges where
I p reached , I was gratified w i t h
the  number  and close attention of
the hearers*

22 , C/iowbc*it * This congrega-
tion , like that at Bolton, was one
of the first th at  openl y avowed
strict Un i tar ianism in Lancashire.
I preached here four times ; all
the congregations were numerous :
the largest was estimated at 1O0O
persons. We had very pleasant
p ar t ies  of friends together at the
house of our worth y friend , Mr*
Sanderson , and the evenings were
spent in a manner hi ghl y satisfac*
lory to me.
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WESTMORELAN D.
In this county I could spend

hut a few days* I preached in
-two places in Kendal,

lf The Presbyterian meeting-
house, th ree times ; the congrei
gations respectable and very at-
tentive : and

2, In the Unitarian Baptist
place of worshi p twice^ which
which was well filled both times.
I was much gratified with the
Christian intercou rse I had with
friends of both parties. I learned
from Mr. Kay, an elder of the
Unitarian Baptists , that rel igious
inquiry and knowledge are mak«
ing progress in various places
Jiorth of Kendal ; he verv orooer-
ly keeps up a correspondence with
persons in different parts, who
were his religious friends before he
became an Unitarian*

3, Kirkby Lonsdale. There is
one Unitarian here ; but there had
been no Unitarian preaching. I
preached in a room, which was
very wel l filled , and the people
were attentive. Havi ng begun
the business for them , I expect
our Unitarian Baptist friends at
Kendal will keep up an occasion,
al lecture here.

I intended , in the outset, to
have extended this journey into
Yorksh ire, but found so much em-
ploy ment in Cheshire and Lanca-
shire as made it quite impractica-
ble.

The preceding narrative is
merely an outline , a very com-
pressed account ; I have inten-
tionally made it as short as I
could , consistently with my de-
sign of giving a general view of
where I have been, and what I
J |ave been doing, I must beg

leave to add a few general remarks
and observations. *

{To be concluded in our next.}

Intelligence.— Manchester Qua rter ly  Meeting. <5i

Manchester Quarterl y  Meet ing ?
Manchester, Jan. 20, 1813.

The Christmas Quarterly Meet-
ing of Ministers, generall y deno-
minated Presbyterian , in Manches-
ter and its vicinity, was held at the
chapel in Cross Strc et in MancheSv,
ter , on De£. 30, 1812. Twenty-
one ministers were present, whose
number was increased at the din-
ner, which was provided at the
Bri dgewater Arms, by a consider-
able accession of lay gentlemen*
The service in the morning was in-
troduced by the Rev. Mr. Dean f
and Mr.  Johns p reached from 2
Pet. iii. 15th and l6th verses *
Platt was added to the list of
places where the Quarterly Meet-
ing is to be held in succession. In
the evening, there was a service in
the Unitarian chapel in Mosley
Street , which was introduced by
the Rev. Will iam Allnrd . The
Rev. Joseph Bealey p reached an
excellent sermon , rendered hi ghl y
interesting by an unreserved avow-
al of a change of sentiments , re-
specting the Unitarian system. The
next m orning, theCommi tree of the
Unitarian Book and Tract Society ,
in the counties of L;uicas>ter and
Chester, had th e i r  a n n u a l  meeting.
By this Committee the publ icat ion
ot the two sermons preached tue
day before, was unanimousl y re-
quested . Mr. Bealey , in conse-

* I hav e not mentioned p">&ce s in
the or der ia which I v isited t licai , but
accor ding to their relative situations :
severa l places I visited more fchan once.
For want of prev ious knowled ge of
the ir re lati ve situations , J ha»l it?ach
travelli ng which might otherwis e have
been avoided.



«ft*ef*ce, will publ ish the sermon
in quest ion , as welt as another ,
pteacheci at Mancheste r the fol-
lowing Sunday, both of which are
eminentl y entitled to the dispas-
sionate attenti on of candid Chri s-
tiara of all denominations. Mr .
J ohns intends to reduce the mate -
rials of which his sermon chiefl y
Consists , into the form of a tract.
The riext Quarterly Meeting wil l
be held at Cokey-moor , on Good-
fr iday. W* J.

qu ite unnecessar y to inqu ire into
the motive : but then , why do
they disturb (he common people
of the interior ? Appoi ntin g ~un< -
auth orised ly priests and other
function aries , who spread this
throu gh all the provinces , in ou*.
vious infraction of the law : and
the common peop le,- dec eived by
the m, they succeed each othe r
from generation to generation ,
un willing to depa rt from their de-
lusion . This may appr oach very
near to being a rebellion. Re*
fleeting that the said reli gion nei*
ther hold s spiri ts in venerat ipn
nor ancestors in reveren ce.—clear *
]y this is to wal k contrar y to sound
doctrine ; and the common peo-
ple, who follow and familiari se
themsel ves with such delusion s,
in what respect do they differ
fro m a rebel mob ? If the re is not
decreed some pun ishment , how
shal l the evil be eradicated ?—**
and bow shal l the human heart be
rectified ?

Fro m this ti me forward , such
Eur opeans as shall privatel y print
books and estab lish preachers , in
order to pervert the multitu de ,—<•*
an d the Tart a rs and Chinese *
who , deputed by Euro peans , shal l
pr opagate their rel igion, bestoav-
ing names , and disqui eti ng num *
bers , sha ll have this to look to *—-
The chief or pri ncipal one shaM
be execute d ;—whoever shall
spread their reli gion , not making
much disturbance , nor to many
men, and withou t giving names,
shall be imprisoned , waiting the
ti me of execut ion:— mx.d those
who shal l conten t themselves with
following such reli gion, w ith our
wishin g to reform themselves, <tbey
shal l be ex i ted to He-lau -keang ,
Sec. As for Tartar s, they fcha lj

&2 In telligence—Chinese Edict againtl Christianity.

Spanish into English. I hav e not
seen the or iginal Chinese paper ,
I hav e seen several papers in the
Pekin Gazette , of which the fol-
lowing is indeed the substance .

Ch inese Ed ict against Christian ity.
Canton , Apri l s, 181 2.

The followin g Edict was tran *
s  ̂ ted from the Chinese into Span-
ixh , by a Romish M issionar y at
Macao: and translated out of

In those papers , however , the
magistr ates also are thr eatened
with degrad a tion , dismissal fro m
the service of government , &c. if
the y conn ive at the promul gation
of what th ( y denominateTEENCif u
Keaou {/h e relig ion of the -Lord
of  Heaven) * t he nnm»» whi ch the
Romish M issionari es have adopt-
ed  ̂ R. M.

The Cr iminal Tr ibunal , by order
of the Empero r , con formab ly
to a Representation made
by Han , the Im perial Secre -
ta ry (in which he desired that
t he P.ro*n i*lga;tw!>n of the Chris -
tian Relig ion mi ght be obviated)
decre es as follows :—
Thre Eu rcprans worshi p God ,

hetariso , m the ir own country
they ai e used to do sorj a,nd it is



be depr ived of their pay. With
respect to Eur opeans , at ptresent
in Peki n, if th ey are Mathema -
ticians, without havi ng other of-
fice err ocetrp atitm , this suffices
to their being k§pt in their e,n>-
ployments ; but those who do not
Uft deratan tJ mathemat ics, ughat
mtfti ve 4s nhere 'for -acquiescing
in *therr idleness, Whilst they me
excitiT  ̂ irregularities ? Let the
J\fe*ndaEins  ̂ in > charge cof the
Europeans  ̂ inquire and act.
BflraejJtm g ifae niathemat rcrans j
Who are -to he retained in their <em-
plo^imtjnt, 'ibe othfir LEiuropeans
*]saM*fae«entno the Vixjeroy of Gan-
ton ,*to*wah «the re ,*that ^hen there
come .ships Xtom tha .respective
cjouintsies, they may be sent back*
'She^Europeens rn actiml service at
tfee capital , are forbidden lo mteT-
mcdd le with the Tar tars ^nd ChL-
nese, in order ,to -striite at i the tqqI
of ithe ; absurdities -which have - been
pr opagated. In "Pekin , >irhere
there ,are no mjore Eu rjQpeansAhaii
those. employed in ^ the mathe ma-
ties, f ti*ey^will not 'be able cVan -
<Jestmel y to spread false rel igion.
The ^Vicer oys ;and other inagia-
trat es.af.the othe r provinc esv shal l
bfetcar ^fulaami diligent , ilf they
find Europeans" within - therr terri -
torie s, th§y  ̂shall .seize them, .and
*^t^C9rduig4 o justice, hi.voter,

by such means to exterminate root
jk t id trur ^.—You shall conform to
this decision of the Crimi nal Tri~
bunaL

[f ^Evan ^ii^al IMtr ga zinef or
Jj inuary X3Z &.X

Intelligenc e.— Fas t Day .~-D issenting M in ister. 6*

Fast ©tfj f

It will scar cely be intelligence
to the majority of oyt r reader s th#t
a Gxn^b^ajl Fa$x is Appomteii
for England pn ^h. S4, anfhfG?
Scotland , Feb. ^5 : ? may we in«
d iilge the hope of tbose ©h5S.e»t-»
ecs tb^jfe obj Sierxj e the M<m% .th at J q
the .Lord they mill pf mrp e *t$*
devoting k'to 4he sacred interests
df Peace #nd Glmrit y.

Dissenting f y lirt if ttrs.

The body of Dissenting Minfe-
ters , of'th e Thf«e ^DenoRtinatia ns
in and about :X.ondon , ar e sum*
moned to meet at the Jtlbcary, in
Red Cross Street , on Tjjtasd ĵr
nex t , Februar y ^nd  ̂ to consid'er
of a petiti on to Rarliament for
Umvcraal Rel igious Lib Qr ^y. VV^e
aa t icipsUti .& ^pteftSMi g .r^p^rt pf
their pj^oeedi i^gs an 

our 
»t t̂ .

number.
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[tTndcr th is held, wt mezn to insert accounts of the proceedin gs of «uf countr y,
men, to put a stop to the crimes , miseries and horrors of Wa r.—Communication *
en thi s subject are requ ested from our Readers. Ei>.]

Proceedin gs of the Meeting to Pe-
tition f o r  Peace , held at the
Bowling - Green , St.  Peter 's
JLan e  ̂ Leicester ', on Wednesday ,
the \S th of November  ̂ 1812.
Precisel y at eleven o'clock, on the

jnot ion of Mr , R obert Br ewin , seconded
by the Rev. C. Berry, Mr. J ohn Colt-
man took the chair .

Mr. John Ry ley spoke to the fellow-
Ing effec t :—(t Sir , I am deputed by the Commit-
tee to state the measur es wh ich have
been adopted, and which have final ly led
to the present meetin g. I am also to
propose various resolutions , all of which,
though I hav e had no shar e in their se-
lectien or composition , I. do most cord i-
ally approve. Sir , I am entirel y unac-
customed to speakin g in publ ic, but
were I sure to falter at every word , I
would sti ll say all I could , and leave the
rest to the candour of my countrymen.
A cause like ours needs no specious ora-
tory to set it for th , it touches us all too
closely, and it is probable that there is
riot one among us who is not by the w ar,
against which we are assembled to pr o-
test , galled most k eenly. Various meet-
ings had been held , at most of which
you, Sir , most ably pr esided , before it
was resolved to hand a requisition to the
mayor ; signed by thirt y  one respectabl e
pames , desiring him to convene a meet-
ing of the inhabitants of th is town , for
the very impoitant object which will
form th e business of this day . To thi s
requ isition an answer wa« returned , al-
togethe r declinin g to call the meetin g,
and assigning as a princi pal reason for
th is negative , the riotous disposition of
some of the inhabitants of this town ,
man i fested durin g th e late election , and
recommending tha t we should conduct
the business of petit ioning in a snug and
private way. Reall y, Sir , this is the
Jn ost brilliant specimen of a noa scquitwr
I ever recollect to have heard of:—bc-
qause there happens to be a disposition to
rij&t *t a contested election, w£ are there-

fore to be debarred from the legal ex-
ercise of our constituti onal right of pe—*
titioning the legislature ; it is like the
Irishman 's echo* which when any one
asked 'How do you do? * answered « Pret -
ty well , I thank you. * But , after all,
what vras this formidable riot ? Sir , I
am not disposed to jest with riots , thej
are at all times serious thin gs, ana
should be treated seriousl y; but tf this
'was so fearful a commotion , why was it
treate d so lightl y ? In its earlier stages,
at least it consisted princi pall y of girls
and boys, and half a dozen stout corv-
stablea -would hav e rou ted the ir main
battallion in an instant , and compelled
the drum and fife either to surrender at
discretion , or to evacuate the field . I
may now fee permitted , Sir , to adver t
briefly to some objections which have
been urge d against our proceedin gs :—
The . firs t was pressed upon me by a man
of stron g head and English heart ; he
expressed his anxiet y for peace, but hi»
conviction that the system of petition -
ing was wrong, as tendin g to encoura ge
the enemy, and to w eaken the hands o
government. As * gener al position the
argu mem is a good one, but iu force en-
tirel y depends upon the pre sumption
that the government is pacifica l l y in-
clined. This disposition on the par t
of the presen t ministers has ^ I am awa re,
been very recen tly ̂ nd very str enuousl y
asserted by men of high respectability ;
but unfortunate ly the reverse is capabl e
of direct proo f. Wh y, in answer to ' th*
late overt ure on the par t of the Frenc h
emperor , did Lor d Castle r«agh shut him*
self Dp in the feeble rigidity of di plo-
matic forma , and refuse him his legiti-
mate title ? a title , his claim to vrhic b,
it is for Frenchmen , cot for us to ques-
tion . The overture itse lf might be in-
sidious , but the rep ly was most insult-
ing and indica tive of every th ing but a
wish for peace. But another , and a very
different descri ption of opponents , loud-
ly and in a public room , made much
•hortcr work of the whole mat ter , by
calling u» J acobin  ̂

and affirming th*>
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* none but Ja cobins would mak e peace
tr ith such a fellow as Buona pa rte ^ ' Sir ,
so long as I am conscious of a loyal at-
tach men t to my kin g, and to the con-
stitutiona l- government of my countr y
I care ver y little what I am cail d, by
men who are themselves the true J aco-
bin s, and who labour to keer> ?:live a
party spiri t, w h ich the conductors of
the present tra nsaction have sought
wholly to dismiss. But wh y are we not
to mak e peace WiUa Buonaparte ?—bt -
cause he is a tyr ant ,—Granted , he is a
tyran t—but what is th at to us ? Hav e
we never shaken hand s with tyrants ?
"What th en was Catherine of Russia ,
who in her palace of Tsarsko -selo al-
way s dined with two pictures full in her
view representi ng the bu tche ryof Ismail ,
and the murderous storm of Atchakof ?
Did we nut court the friendsh ip of her
grands on Pa ul ? and are we not , at this mo-
men t , the all ies of the most hol y In quisi-
tion of Madr id ? But it avails nothin g to
reas on with men like these, and I will not
wast e another argument upon their
pitifu l abu se. I say to them— Go on.
your censure is our best reward i—I
pro pose the 1st resolution for the con-
sider ation of the meeting, "

The 2d resol ution was seconded by
the ftev. Mr . Mitchell , in the following
terms :—

 ̂ " Sir , and Gentl emen—Permi t me
to expr ess my appr obati on of the ,object
of this meetin g, and of  the resol ution
which has ju st been moved : and to
observe, that it gives me unspeakable
satisfaction to see so numerous and re-
spectable an assembl y con vened in this
touf l  for the pur pose of petition ing the
legislature for the speedy restoratio n of
peace .

y
r €i  In it s mildest form war is an evil
ever to be deplored . The prin ciples
fr om which it ori ginate s, and the max -
ims by which it is usuall y conducted ,
are as rep ugnant to the dictates of hu-
man i ty as to the mild spirit of the
Chri sti an reli gion ; an <t what ever tem-
porary advanta ges it may in some instan -
ces afford , it is ever found to be ulti-
mat ely as inimi cal to the welfare of
sta tes as to the ha pp ine ss of indiv iduals.

** The contes t in which we are at pre -
sent engaged, gent lemen , is awfully
4istinguishcd > not onl y by the mighty
energies which it has called into action ,
but also by the unp arallel ed miseries
which it has occasioned . Excepting
•nly a shor t in terval of repose, it has

con tinued to rage now near ly twenty
years , dur ing wh ich melanchol y period
millions of -he human species have been
cut off—the whole European continent
ag itated and convulsed—a nd miser y eit-
ten ded into almost every qiiar ' er of the
giooe. Were it possible , gentleme n , to
give an y thing l ik e  a perfect rep ress.ita-
ti on of the multi p lied horrors and cala-
mtt. es wiih whic Li the p resen . w i r  has
afflicted th s nations of the earth , 1 qu es-
tion, whtther any of us would h ive for-
t itude enou g h onl y to contemp late (.he
hideous spectacle !

* * We reiil .-xt wit h pleasure and grati-
tud e, that in no stage of this lung- p ro—
trao ed and disastrous stru gg le . - h as this
count ry been the seat of vai —Encir-
cled by water y bulw arks—guarded by an
invisible Pro vidence , oar shores hav e
been preserve d in peace , and the sword
has never been drawn for the purp oses
of shedding imm3n biood amon.^ our-
selves : but , hav ing token a decided and
a pri nci pal part " n sup porting and pr o-
longing the content -..e deepl y par tici-
pate , as mi ght t i A v c  beci expected in
its ruinou s consequences . Gentle men ,
I will not torture your feelings « -y re-
calling to your recollec tion the suffer-
ings of tho usands of our bra ve country-
men abroa d, who have eith er fallen in
the field of battle , or are at this moment
endu rin g all the ri gours of war —n or
will I enlar ge on (he affecti ng s^rnes of
domestic woe, which the wa r has oc-
casioned at home— how manjr peaceful
dw ellings it has onvcrttd into houses of
mournin g 1 — how many pare nt *, wi-
dows , and orp hans , it has bereaved of
those who were dearer to th em than
the ir own lives ! —But , I ask , to what
cause are we to ascribe those almost in-
supp ortable priva t ions and bur dens
which now opp ress every (lass in tKc cvm-
j nun ity—MPeci a l ly i- i i y .  pooh. /> ;\ »
m i d d l e  f L A S S K S  ?— ( .'ont rastm >i the
in terna l conditi on of th.s coun t ry  at
pre sent , wkh what some of ui lec^ llcct
it to have been twenty year s ago , do vve
not perceive a most melan chol y altera -
t ion *¦ What has produced this .uter ation ?
— It  is not necessar y to inform you ,
gentle men , that our nationa l debt Is
now au gmen te d to the enormous »um
of 8ou mill ion s—that our taxes are
multi plied till financial ingenuit y can
scarcel y invent a new impost— that our
commerce , on which our individual
supp ort as well as our national super i-
ority depen ds, has long been cri pp led,.
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and is now almos t annihilated : you
know these thin gs only too well.
Nor need I rem ind you , gentlemen , of
the presen t exorb itant price— I do not
say of luxuries-— but of necessari es—-of
brea d ! of which the numerous fami-
lies which have been reduced , in spite of
all that prudence or industry could do
to prevent , fro m easy , if not affluent
circums tances , to beggar y ! Of the
long, long lists of bankrupts which ap-
pear in every week's Gazette } of the
thousands of artiza ns and manufacturers
who are urilling to work, desirous of
workings but who , throu gh the failure
in trade , are either without employ-
ment altogether , or can only obtain
half w ork , and that at red uced wages ;
and of the thousands more who are
compelled to accept , and even solicit ,
the boon of charity ; while an equal
number , reluctant to submit to this humi-
liation , are literall y pining and perishin g
from want ! I say, Gentlemen , it is not
necessary to remind you of these facts
because it is impossible that you should
forget th em—they exist among ours elves
—you see them every week, every day,
and some, if not all , do more than see
the m— you feel them. But , Gen -
tlemen3 I ask , what is the cause of these
calam ities ? And I ask , not because it
is difficult to trace them to th eir tru e
origin: that we all know. It is the
¦war— the portentous war in which we
have unha ppily been so long engaged,
that has broug ht upon us th is long cata-
logue of ills, and thousands more not
mention ed : nor can any thing afford us
effectual and permanent rel ief but p eace

S P K E D Y PE ACE !
" That the restora tion of peace will

completel y, and at once , remov e all the
calamities under which we groa n, 1 do
not assert : but there can be no doubt ,
I thin k , that it will completely remove
the pr incipal of them and considerabl y
dimin ish the rest Let peace be restored ,
and I anticipate as the immediate con-
seque r ce, the revival of commerce, the
R E D U C T I O N  OF P R O V I S I O N S , AND
PLE NTY O F EMP LO YMENT FOR
THE INDUSTRIOUS POOR : and
possessing these primar y and cardinal
blessings, the rem ainin g ill effects of
war will be cheerfully borne. With
the poten t energ ies which this nat ion
still possesses, her remainin g weah h,
her natural and political advanta ges,
the intelligence, industr y, ente rprise ,
and public spir it of her gong , I cm* have

no doub t but tha t, on the return of
peace , she will instantl y rise from her
present depr ession , and soon attain her
former elevation. But if? on the con-
trary, peace is denied us , and the presen t
system of warfare be continued , what
have we to look for , Gen tlemen—t he
continu ance of our presen t burdens , the
augmentati on of these burdens ! I am
unwillin g, Gent l emen , to excite unne -
cessary fear s in the mind of any one ?
but I cannot forbear saying, th at if the
pre sent war system be continued much
longer, I forebode a catastro phe too pain-
ful to be expressed ! Are we not imp e-
riously called up on to put a stop to the
horr ors of war as soon as possible ? And
is- not neutrality or supineness a dispo-
sition which, in a case of such immense
magnitu de and importance , we cannot
jus tify, and dare not indul ge ?€ ' It seemed pro per, Gentlemen , to
notice some of the natural effects of war ,
because they furnish a stron g reason in
favour of peace ; but let it not be ima-
gined that these are the only, or the
wor st , effects of war. Extended and
protr acted warfare is productive of ano -
ther class of evils, perfectl y differ ent in
their natur e, and which , though not so
much tho ught of y perha ps, as the forme r,
are still more to be deprecated , since
they are more directl y opposed to our
national safety and happiness—I re fer
to the moral , oj rat her immora l, tendency
of war . Not only all those who put on
the militar y habit , and consider war as
their profession , (and the number of
these at present is not small) but thou-"
sands besides who have nothin g directl y
to do with the War , are in a mora l re-
spect materi all y aff ected by it . It is
obvious then, Gentlemen , th at a system
of war , conduct ed on an extended scale,
and protra cted thiou gh a long successio n
of years, must very materiall y affect the
moral charact er of the nation 3 and it re-
quires no ar gument or reasoni ng at all
Iq prove that its tende ncy in this view
must be extr emtly pernicious , originat-
ing, as it does, from the wor st passions
in human nature—ambition , avarice , and
love of power 1 its only tendenc y on so-
ciety must be to diminish the sum of
publi c virt ue, and increase and propa gate
vice. In many and var ious ways the
immoral tendenc y of the war is but to©
app are nt ; it exalts expediency into tha
place of equity, and leads men to prefejf
that which is convenien t or advan tageous
to that which i* just. Patriotis m, «r •
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regard to the interests of our own coun -
ty> which is virtuous only when pro -
perl y restrained and limited , is cheri ; li-
ed, not merel y to the neglect of un iver-
sal benevolence, or a proper regard for
our species at larg e, but in opposition to
it. Among our selves, its tendency to
generate and foster a narrow , selfish
spiri t , to divide the inhabitants of the
same distri ct or town into parties , to en-
gender polit ical ant ipathies , than which
no feeling takes deeper root , and is with
greater difficulty eradicated , is notorious ,
WJ iat is, if possible , still more to be de-
plored , is its tendency to harden the
heart . By fil ling our newspapers , and
other perio dica l works , w hich are ac-
cessible to all , and read with the great-
est avidity by all , with minute detail s
of the most horrid battles , it ren der s
carnage and bloodshed familiar to our
minds ; and , from the force of habit ,
whate ver becomes familia r will , at least ,
if great care be not taken to p revent ,
cease to produce its proper impression
on our heart s . Reading, hearin g, and
conversing frequentl y about slaug htere d
thousands and tens of thousands , tends
insensibly to diminish that horror which
we ought ever to entertain at the shed-
ding of human blood , to lower our esti-
mate of the value of human life, to
blunt the fines t sympathies of our nature ,
and %i\z to the heart a character of ob-
duracy and ferocity. This, G entlemen ,
is the natural tendency of war How
far it has actual ly produ ced th is banefu l
effect on the minds of our countrymen ,
is difficult to ascert ain ; but it is the opi-
nion of some, that the , numero us in-
stances of shockin g murder of which
we hear , and the recenj atro cious assas-
sinati on which , for a season at leas t,
diffused alarm thro ugh the country , are
melanc holy proofs that the war has, in
this respe ct , graduall y effected an unhap-
py change in the minds of our country-
men. But , Gentlemen , whether this
be a jus t inference or not , the tendency
of war to pr omote licenti ousness and
dissi pati on is too appa ren t in its effects
to have escaped your observa tion̂  Large
military establishment s, tj ie necessary
consequence of the war system, operate
in the neighbourhoo ds wh^rc they are
pj a,nted like a mora l pestilence - the
very atm osphere of such establishments
is. contagious ; few can breath e it w ith
per fect safety 5 but it is most fatal to
out youth ; unsu specting, unexperi enc-

ed, unestablish edj how many youn g*
persons, of both sexes, ar e, by this
means, seduced , corru pted , ruin ed ; lost
to virtue , to shame , to their fritnds , to
society , who, but for the contagio us
example thus presented , might have
been sober , virt uous , usefu l, happy ;the stay of their pa rents , the honour of
thei r connections , t he pillars and orn a-
ment of society. Gentlemen , the pesti-
lential influence of the war -syste m is as
certa in, to virtuo us minds at least , as
it must be painful. But to see the full
force of this ar gument upon the ques-
t ion at issue, you must consider its
beari ng on our safety and happ iness as anati on. The security and happine ss of
nation s, Gentlemen , depends , under
Provi dence , on nothing so much as on
the virtue of , the peop le. The wisest
prin ce of anti quity, perha ps the wisest
that ever wor e a diadem , has said tha t
* ri ghteous ness exaketh a nation , while
sin is a repr oach to any people. ' The
observation is founded on the nature of
thin gs : for ri ghteous ness or virtue is
the health of the political bod y, while vice
is its disease; and the truth of it is con-
firmed by th e histor y of all nati ons.
Admit ting, as we all do ad mit , tha t
there is a Divine Pr ovidenc e, which
superi ntends the affair s of natio ns, take s
cognizanc e of their mora l actions , and
punishes or reward s them in the pres ent
life, we canno t for a moment doubt ,
that "while aboundin g iniquity tends to
misery and ruin , vir tue , especia lly Chris -
tia n virtu e, is thei r firmest , surest bul-
wark. And since it is manifest that
protracte d war tends , in many ways, to
corrupt and vitiat e the public mind ,
are we not requ ire d to do all in our
power to hasten its ter mination ? To
say nothin g of religion , thou gh we are
now verg ing on s-icrcd ground , and t
might without impropriet y press the
arg ument on this ground ; yet to say-
nothing on this head , I appea l to that
regar d for the interests of our countr y ,
which , I am persuaded , an imates every
heart. And I ask , since vice leads to
nat ional ruin , and war prom otes v icje,
can we. give a better proof of our love to
our country , than by petitio ning our
ru lers to embrace the earlies t opport u-
nity to terminate tbe war ->

•* With the strongest motives that can
^e im igined to petitio n for peace , I
know ot no rri ighty objection th.it can
be ailcdgcd against ; sucli a measure. Nor
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can I hastil y admk 9 that to petition the
legi^Uiture for the restoration of peace
wiii  ' -eo t ' no avai l

Ou r rulers are cither disposed to adopt
pacific measures or not. Suppos ' ng
that they are , is not this ra-her an argu -
ment in favou r of petitio ning than
against it ? For will it not be gratif y ing ,
rather than disp leasing to them , to find
th at the sen u merits and disposition of
the people coincide with their own >
But in the suppos ition they a > e inclined
to prot ract the war , and ; he objection
res f s on this supposition , will the wishes
of tiie peop le , e pressed with becoming
deference and firmnes s produ ce no im-
pres . ion ? Gentlemen , until the event
has proved that our legislators can and
will treat the op inions and wishes of the
people with total disre gard , I will not
admit the idea.

*' Much I am aware , will depend on
unanimity in this business A single
petition— a few petitions u ill avail no-
thi ng. But let all the friends of peace ,
who I am confident are a very great
majori ty in the king dom , come forward ,
and with one heart and voice, add.ess
the legislat ure as they are entitled to do,
and as they ought to do; and it requires
not the sp irit of pro phecy to furete l the
resul t . The only thin g to be drea ded ,
Gentl emen , is the want of this prom pt-
ness and unanimity. But even this
ground of fear is beginning to subside ;
our countrymen are beginning to shake
off the spirit of slumber and awak e to a
just sense of their dut y, their interest.
O ur examp le this day may have some in-
fluence. But should they remain supine >
and our efforts , th rou gh their sup ine-
ness , fail of accomplishin g the desir ed
ef f e c t ,  still w e shall have the satisfaction
to reflect , that we have done what we
could to check the horr ors of war , and
restore peace to a distr acted , bleedin g
world !

" Gentlemen , before I sit down per
mit me to offer one thoug ht more which
just occur s. War c «nnot be eternal.
It contain s w ithin itsel f* its own antidote.
A fter having swep t the earth with th e
besom of destructio n, it will destro y it-
self. The < live of peace sha ll be planted
and shall flourish in every clime. The
din of war , the clan gor of arms , the
shouts of the victorious , the groans of
the dying, shall for ever cease,^

and every
object that meets the eye, every sound
that accosts the , ear , shall indicate the
most per fect security, peace and happi-

ness. Our eyes may not see this golded
era , this millenial year , this desir e of all
nati ons , but come it will ; and as \% will
be introduced by human agency, m part
at leart , uho can tell but our efforts this
day , inconsiderable as they are , may
contribut e , in. some degree , to accele-
rate its arrival. "

The Rev. C- Berry seconded t fye 4th
resolut ion , aud proceeded as follows \—

* 4 Tvlr. Chairman * and Gentlemen , I
rise to have the pleasure of secondin g
the resolu tion which you have ju tt
heard , and of publ icly declarin g my en-
tire appiobation of the object and pro-
ceedings or this Meeting . There ar e
few occasions which could have induced
me to address such a numerous and re-
spect able assembl y, as that to which I
h-ve now the honor of speaking ; but
this is one of tho ^e occasions, upon
which a sense of du-y is ir resistible . It
appears to me that we art: acting , this
day, as men and as Chr istians ought to
act : as becomes the lovers Of their^% ^̂  ^̂  A Â <̂  ̂ ^̂  ^̂  ̂ l^& ^k̂  «b A ̂  ̂  ̂̂  ̂ ^v w  ̂̂  ̂ * ^̂  V »̂~  ̂ -̂̂  ^ĥ  »  ̂  ̂̂  ^̂  ̂  ̂Ĵ

country and ©f mankind ; mor e especi-
ally (as this resolution signifies ) in ha r -
mony with that reli gion which we all
profess ; and , I will add , with respect
to myself, consistentl y with the sp irit
and duties of that profession of which I
am a member , which is peculiarl y called
u pon to promote , in every way, the
peace and happ iness of mankind.

" Gentle men, th e evils and calamitie s
of war are an inexhaustible subject : we
all know the privations aiid affliction s
whi ch it produces : I 6hal l not dwell
upon the m ; they are pai nfu l and dis-
tressin g to contem p late ; they have been
alread y strikin gly illustrated by my pro -
fessional colleague, who has j ust ad-
dressed you . Besides which , I hope we
are animated with higher and more
generous motives , than to wish and pe-
tition for peace , merel y th at we may
have an opportu nity of becomin g a
richer and more luxurious nation ! It
is not mere ly that our trade may be re-
lieved from its present burdens , and that
our condition alone may be more easy
and pr osperous :—our views are more
benevolent " and extensive—we look to
promote the comfort and contentment
of the }• oar er classes of society—we de-
sire to promote the spreatl of re ligion
and virtue amon g mankind , which are
opp osed by nothing more than th-e spi-
rit , and the evils of war—we wish , by a
faith fu l delineation of these burd ens
and calamities , to induce our rulers to
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listen to our petition , that the mout hs of
th e poor may be filled with bread , and
that their hearts may sing for joy.

c< Gentlemen , there is another point
of view in "which the effects of war are
not often considered , either by*princes
or people *, I mean its moral , or rather
its immoral consequences—its tenden cy
to vitiate the feelings and character of a
nation. Habits of war hard en the heart ,
afid blunt the finest and pur est feelings
of humanit y ; make us cold and cruel
calculato rs , where the misery of millions
of our fellow creature s is involved.
Besides which , the pressure ©f i hose
burdens which war create s, un avoidably
tends to subvert the honou r , and even
the honesty , of the na t ion : it taxes , if
I may so speak , th e nat ional inte grit y.
In order to satisfy the imperativ e de-
mands of the gover mnen r, we are obliged
to press hard upon each other ; and , I
am afraid I might add , in too many
inst ances persons are inducte d to defr aud
and overreach their neighbours : the land -
lord presses upon, the tenant and the
far mer ; they again upon the buyer and
consumer ; and thus upon all classes and
individu als in society : and the free and
independent sp irit of genuine commerce ,
which enriched our foref ather s , and has
so much exal fcd this nat ion , is exchan ged
for the arts of fraud s and often the baseness
of f alsehood and p erj ury f I need not add
T H A T  T H I S  LOSS OF CHARA CTER , IS
T H E  G R E A T E S T  LOS S TH AT A N A-
T I O N  C A N  S US T A I N.

** Gentleme n , I cannot omit here to
rem ind you aga in of the truth of the
resoluti on wh ich I have nsen to support ,
* th at it is the especial duty of a u ation ,
professing Chr istian ity, to emp loy every
effort in its power to prevent the mul-
ti plied horr ors and calamities 01 war ."
We certainl y have not made these
efforts so sincerel y, so earn estl y as we
oug ht to have done. W e have been
distingui shed by a love of win—we have
excited and supp orted much of th e war-
fare with which Euro pe has been deso-
late d these las t twenty years . While
we have been favoured , in an eminent
degree , vvith the advantag es of rel igious
truth , this does not seem to have pro-
duced in us that moderat e and peacefu l
spir i t ,  wh ich is the peculia r orname nt
and the, solemn inj unc t ion of the relig ion
we pro fess : I say, there fore , t hat it pecu-
liarl y becomes us to use every effort to put
a period to these calam ities ; ar »ci , m all
pro babilit y , / shoul d sp eak the truth, if

I said , thai the cause of Christianit y  hag
been more iiyurcd by  the crimes and ths
toats of Europ ean nations , than it has been
benef ited by  any of their benevolent labours
and institutio7is /—t he voice of trit th
A N D  T H E  B L E S S I N G S  OF L I B E R T Y
ARE N O T  L I S T E N E D  TO A N O  N O T
CO N Sin ERE D, A M I  13 T H E  D I X  A N 3 I
R A V A G E S  OF TTAR.

" Gentlemen , before I conclude I
shall take the liberty briefl y to notice ,
a r. d to rep ly to , some objection s which
I have heard al leged against th e pre -
sent meetin g, in convers ation or other -
wise . In the first pia^e, it has been
said , that our petition will be uselcas,"because the ministr y are sincerel y de-
sirous o£ peace , and will omit no oppor-
tunity of obtaining it* I most sincerel y
hope this is the case ; but I must be
allowed to t^ay, th at i think differentl y
—from their politica l connections and
habits , I imagine they are not so ear -
nestl y desirous of peace as they oug ht to
be , and as the state of the countr y re-
quires that they should be. They en-
tered upon their ofHces by the dir ec t
and formal exclusion of thos e polit ical
characters who are known , throu gh the
country, to lie most friendl y to libera l
and pacifi c measures ; they wer e some
of them in the late ^.dministraii on, and ,
I suppose I may say, they were all of
them its friends and su^porter s : and
the former ministry undoubtedly con-
ducted the affairs of the nation wk h the
same views of pulicy, and upon th e
same general pri nciples which have in-
fluenced our national op rations these
las t twent y years y and whether these
have bee n princi p les of peace or not ,
let the European hi^ory of this period
dere rmine. But , Geniiemen , e^en sup-
posing us to be mi firaVcn , ' whi ch I hope
is the case, thi s * ' oes not render our
presen t conduct inexpedient. No minis-
ters of the crow n in this countr y, can
conduct the affairs of governmen t , unless
they are supported b y a powerfu l bod y of
friends , boui 271 pa*.>ia ;aent an- ^ ou t <i \ it.
There are mul' .« i udes o A p f uif. in thi s
kingdotu who are fVie ^ cij y war—
who support it: by thej r w? air h *md in-
flut -iice ; there arc not a, '*, 'v to whom
it is a source 01 honour ¦ 

.u emolument .
I say, t:«ese , ir  the ministr y are  ̂ . , < -. '/
con verted to he thr friend ? jf
tliere is reason to fcur , th at r • • •- ¦ . .leac
to whom 1 b ^ ve  referrc c v^ f m> .
Now let us suf >.ort the ; "uus i ry  • heir
pacih e ipienuon *,—-lex. us sustain them
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against the influence of the war -party ,—
let us put it into their power to say,
when they become the advocates of
peace , that they speak the sentiment s of
a large proportion of th ê  peop le. I
most heartil y wish that our petition
may be rend ered nugatory and useless
by no other circumstance than that
which the objection supposes. Gentle-
men , I must apologize for these political
remarks ; they  are insepara ble f rom the
subject. I could not give a satisf actory
repl y to the objection without them : and I
wish to stand just ified before my friends
and fellow townsmen up on this occasion .

€* Gentle men , I have heard it said ,
that such meetings as these tend to pro-
mote popu lar violence and disord er .
You will give me credi t when I say,
that if I had supposed that such in any
degree would be the resul t of th is day, I
should not now have had the pleasure
of addressing ^ you : I think quite other -
wise ; our proceedings upon this subject
nave been most temperate and peaceful ,
and I hope and believe, will be useful.
We-are doing w hat the constitution of
our countr y encourage s us to do. Our
resolutions are not violent and imflam-
mator y. Quite the contrary. Those
who are offended with these , expressions
"would be so, I fear , with any language
in which unp leasing truth might be
spoken to them. In these eases the evi l
is not in the th ing itself , but in the
manner in which it is accomp lished ,
which , in th is instance , I apprehend , is
unobjectionable . Gentlemen , I cann ot
forb ear saying, that the allusion to popu-
lar tumult in the ^ Mayors lette r to us
upon this subject , was not pertinent or
"well founded *: To compar e the pro -
ceedings at an election, which cont inues
three or four days, and Whic h is prover-
biall y att ended with some agitat ion and
disor der , to compare such proceedings ,
with our present meeting, held in the
face of day, and for a de fi nite and speci-
fic object , was not fair , or handso me—
was not wort hy of that wisdom and libe-
ralit y whiett ought , at all times , to dis-
tinguish the firs t magistrate of this bo-
rough .

" Gentleme n, I have heard it further
alleged , that the parlia ment which we
are abo ut to petit ion, is a new parli a-
ment , and that on this account our
endeavours are inappropria te and unbe-
coming. It is said tha t we should wait
to see what measures will be proposed ,
and what course will be taken . Now I

humbl y suppose you will agree with me,
Mr. Chairman , in th inking that there is no
force in this objection ; it rather stre ngth -
ens the ar guments in our favour. A
parliament tha t has sat for some years ,
may be supposed to be pledged to the
suppor t of a particular system ; they
may be , if I may so speak , entan gled
by their own measures. There is an
appearance of consistency and steadiness ,
wnich must be pr eserve d—there is a
a feeling qf shame, which may, perha ps,
oper ate in. preven ting any alteration in
their political decisions—I do not refer
to any particula r person s or parl iament—*
I apeak of the universal and unchangea -
ble princi ples of hu man nature. Now
these remarks do not apply to a new
parlia ment : they arc , in some respe cts,
more free to deliber ate and choose -y
they have a re novate d political being ;
they are to enter afresh upon the consi-
derati on of the affairs of the empire ',
they are to lay aside ail former fends,
animos ities, and pre judices. Their
peculiar situation permits them more
freel y, and , I might almost say, encou-
rages them to distingu ish themselves
by new measures * Unde r these circum -
stan ces* then, there 19 a peculiar pro -
priety in our petition. They shouid
be prov ided with every means of ascer -
taini ng the real stale and wishes of the
country , before they have committe d
the msel ves, so as to re ider it difficult
to rece de. As far as our petition ex-
ten ds, it serves to fur nish the m with
th is information. We tell them that
we look to them for  new measures. We
hope that they will inherit the bless-
ings of th eir countr y and of posterity ,
by a more liberal and enlightened po-
licy, than former par liaments have
approv ed . We do not prescribe to
their wisdom , the especia l time and
term s of peace ; but we do declare to
them, t hat their petitioners look to
P eace r as tbe only effectua l terminat ion
of those privations and calami ties which
afflict our native country .

<c Gentlemen , I nave but one more ob-
jec tion to reply to j it ia, that our pro -
ceedings upontbis subject will promote
a par ty spirit , an d tend to, produce
disunion and unhapp iness among us.
I hope not so; J should sincere ly la-
ment it. A p a cific sp irit is not a party
spirit . We pass no ccjo&ure on thos e
who th inj k different ly tVom ourselv es ;
-v-thera> . may b  ̂ a diflfe.re»nce of senti-
ment without host ility of fecline. We

70 Peace. — Proceedin gs at Leicester



may all lor e our country , and seek to
promote its happiness and prosperity,
thon gb in different w ays ; the spirit
of party is not in those who declare
the ir opinions , but in th ose who are
offended and irr itated by that declara -
tion . I have the pleasure of a personal
acquaint ance with , and respect for,
many persons in this town , whose opi-
nions are diametricall y opposite to
mine, on many important points of
reli gion and policy , but my feelings
of friendshi p and respect for them , are
not the weaker on this account : and I
thus publicl y dec lare , that if any bit -
tern ess of party spirit be the conse-
quence of what we are now doing, it
will be in than towa rds me and not in
me towards them *<( Mr. Chairman , I h ave thoug ht it
ri ght to mention these objection s,
which I had heard , and I have endea -
voured to rep ly to them. If we are yet
a free nat ion , we ought to think f r eely
and to speak fre ely, And , Gen-
tlemen, it is my entire persuasion , that
if we, if our country be restrained by
these , or any other considerations ,
from declaring th eir sentiments and
wishes to the legislature ; and if these
opinions and wishes are not serious ly
considered , then are we, indeed , a
LOST NATION ,—and the rulers of
eur country and of the world will only
be awakened , and roused from their infa -
tua tion , by some general and awful ex-
plosion of the popular feeling—by some
extensive calamity, in which all part ies
and distinctions will be involved in one
common ruin ! ! ! To use a plain , but
appropriate simile—if the waters be
permitted to flow in their nat ural and
appointed channel , they will adorn and
fer tilize the fi elds ; but if they be ob-
structed and stopped , they wil l accu-
mulate , break down their bor ders , and
rava ge and desolate the land.

** Gentlemen , I thank you for the
patience with which you have listened
to me. 1 have onl y to add , that if our
presen t endeavours should excite the
same throu ghout the count ry ; aud if
these should contribute to the attain -
ment of  the object we seek , we may
num ber this among the happ ie&t and
proude st days of ouv- lives : but if we
should fail , we cannot be deprived of
the pleasure of hav ing done our duty.
If we cannot give peace to our country 9
we shall give it to our amsdences ; we
ahaH have delivered ourselves front all
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Resolutions and Petition.
Resolved 1st. That it is the opinion

of this Meeting that P eace is a bless-
ing most earnes tl y to be desired for our
native countr y and for the worl d at
large .

2. That the continu ance of the war
in which we are at present engaged ,
threatens \m with an alarm in g incre ase
of those burden s and calamities whic h
it baa alre ad y pro duced , a«d seems in
no way likel y to conduce to the solid
glory or true interests of our country .

3. That th e extraordinar y success
which has recen tl y attcudeu the British
arms , ren ders the present a time pecu-
liarl y favourable for endea vourin g to
negoc ia te a p eace, because such offers
of peace could not be attr ibute d to
pu sillanimi ty or despair *

4« Tha t it is the especial duty of a

criminal partici pat ion in the fu ture
crimes and distresses of our countr y 5
and this is the pures t satis faction we
are capable of receivin g on this side
the grav e." ^Mr. Ry ley introduced the pet ition
with a few observations to the follow.
ing purport .:—" That war , famine, and
pestilence , were the three severe st
scour ges of an-offended God ; but that
war was the direst of the thre e, for it
led the others in its train. It gives to
the mincis of men a sav age and san-
guinary cast ; it has actual ly done this ,
it has marred the moral beaut y of th e
British character aud degraded the
brave and hi gh-minded Englishma n
into a dark and dastardl y assassin*
With respect to America , it may be
tha t the intentional injuries of Fra nce
and England have been the same ; but
the actual injuries of England have
been unquestionab ly the greater , and
thou g h I will not v indicate the conduc t
of the United States in waging war
against us exclus ively, yet I will con-
tend , that we have forfeited even the
privile ge of complaint. Mr Canning,
in his election speeches , has been
pleased to trium ph in the failur e of .our
conciliatory overture s, and to ask what
we had gained by concession ? Wh y,
we have gained much ; we hav e ac-
quired a larger part y in America , and,
even if we have derived no positive
benefit from concession , we have at
least gained this——that we are some-
thin g less in the wrong than we were
before ."



nat ion professing Christianit y, to em-
ploy ever y effort in its power to p ie-
vent th e multi plied horrors and cfilst -
niitj es of war.

5. That und er these circumstances ,
a Pet ition he pr esented to the honour -
able the House of Common s, pray ing"
that no opportunity may be omitted
that appears favourable for obtainin g'
an equitable and perman ent Peace.

6. That the following form of Peti -
tio n be adopted :—

To the Honourable the Commons
of the United Kin gdom of Grea t
Britain and Ire land , in Parlia ment
assembled : the humble Petitio n of
the undersi gned Fr iends to Chr isti-
anit y and Huma nity , in the Town
and Neighbourhood of Leices ter.
Sheweth.—That your petitioner s

beg1 leave, in the constitutional exer-
cise of their ri ght as Eng lishmen , with
feelings of dee p anx iet y, to repres en t
to your honourable House , the pain
with which they have contemp late d
the numerous an d comp licated horrors
occasioned by the present long* pro-
tracted war 5 the severe priv ations and
intolerable burthens , which its conti-
nuance has imposed on the lower and
middlin g* classes of society $ and th e
general despondenc y which pr evails,
fro m the Apprehension that no effort
is made for the restoration of peace .

Tha t your petitioners , therefor e,
humbl y request permission to call the
attention of your honourable house to
a consideration of the miseries which
this continued and wide-sprea d war
has inflicted on mankind ; a considera-
tion whic h cannot but afflict every
heart not dead to hu man ity and Chris -
tia n charity.

That your petitioners reflec t with
horr or , on the fac t, that of the last
twent y years , nineteen have bee n spent
in actual warfare ; (a circurostauce , as
your petitioners believ e, unparalleled
in the history of Britain , since the re-
vival of civilization in Euroj »e) $ tha t
dur ing this melanch oly period , the
lives actua lly sacrific ed by war , may,
witho ut exaggeration , be computed to
have exceeded the number of all the
male adu lts now in Great Britai n ; and
that , in the same space of time , almost
every know n part of the world has been
visited by its dreadfu l calamities .

That your peti tione rs cannot reflect ,
withou t agony , on the miseries en-
dured by the thousand s of our val iant

comi tr yuaen , ily iug on the fields &f
battle , immured for lingering years in
the prisons of the enemy , languishing ^ '
in hosp itals , or slowly wastin g by dis-
ease in pestilential climates , or un-
whoi r scmc* camps.

That , at home , the feelings of you r
peti tioners are constant l y agitated by
rhe miseri es ever at tendant on a state
of warfare -y the desolated houses, the
mourning widows , and the fat herless
children of  their slau ghtered country.
men ; nfiseries , the continued increase
of which can he prevente d onl y by
peace .

That your pet itioners stil l further
dep lore th e dreadfu l tendency of war ,
to blunt the feel ings of humanity, and
to deprave the habit s and institutions
of social life ; they regard it as a sub-
ject of deep concern , that our youth,
at an age , and in pr oportions unknown
to form er times , are ba llotted for mi-
litary services , that our youth , of
both sexes, in numbers which huma-
nity mourns to behold * are exposed to
the per nicious influence of that dissi-
pation and debauchery, which lar ge
militar y establishments never fail to
pr oduce.

That , in addi tion to these appalling
effects of war , your pet itioner s have
to lament the decay of tr ade . They
observe , with fearfu l appr ehension , the
rui n of our once opulent merchants ,
th e languishing state of our once flou-
r ishing- manufactures , and the condi-
tion of our artizans , now degraded to
povert y and dependence . Your peti-
tioners are further compelled to st ate ,
that these evils , combined with the
burd en of taxes, occas ioned by the war ,
and the price of provisions exorbitant -
ly augmented by the same cause , have
filled the Gazettes with bank rupts , and
the gaols with debtors j and that the
lar ge and numerous workhouses are
become insufficient to conta in the
th ousand s of paupers , who weekl y seek
an asylum there .

Tha t your petitio ners view , with the
stron gest feeling's of distr ess, an ex-
tens ion of the war to our brethren and
former fellow subjec ts of America ,
whose friendshi p has at all times been
of the hi ghest import ance to the em-
pire at large, but mor e particularl y so
to the sufferi ng and industrious artizun *
of this populous town and distric t.

Tha t ; above, all, your petitioners
&«1 ike indelible veproack wkicb a
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system of perpetu al warfare cas ts on
nations pro fessing our pure and holy
faith , and its u tte r inconsistency with
the whole spirit of the gospel.

That as those to whom life and im-
mortality acere vealed , your petition ers
are taug ht to connect this world with
that whic h ;s to come, and hence ar e
filled with serious apprehen sions that ,
while the licentious influence of war
on public and on priva te morals has
rendered multitudes less nt to meet
the eternal jud ge, the sword has hur -
ried the m to his awful tri bunal.

Your petitioners  ̂ theref ore , earnes t-
ly invoke your honourable house to
regard the multi p lied scenes of public
distress and silent suffer ing" , which are
e,ver occasioned by war , and w ^ ich , at
the present hour , the voice of misery 5
ari sing" from the habitations of millions ,
more forcibl y describes than any re-
presentation which your petiti oncts
can give . They therefore respectfull y
intrea t you to employ every means
which the wisdom of your honourab le
house can devise, and which Christi-
anit y and humanity alike imperi ously
deman d, for the speed y restoration ot
Peace. And that your petit ioners bear
leave to assure your house , that the
peace which they contemp late is not
such as shall surrender any of the just
rights of Britain. Her liberties and
independence are the objects neares t
to the hearts of your petitioners ; and
it is in the spirit of a pure  ̂ disinterest -
ed, and generous patriotism alone , that
they prefer to your honourable house
their ferven t pra yer for the restoration
of those blessings , which only peace
can confer, and which your petiti oners
can never cease to urge on the consi-
der at ion of your honour able house , by
every mode which the constitution of
their count ry has made the birthri ght
of free-born Britons.

7. That the Petition lie for signa-
tures at Mr. SUenton*s counting-house ,
opposite the Exchange.

8. That Samuel Smith , Esquire , and
Thomas Babington , Esquire , the re-
present atives of this boroug h, be re-
queste d to prese nt this Pet ition , and
that they, and the membe rs for the
cou nty, he solicited to give their sup-
port and influence to the same.

9. That the conveyan ce of the pub-
lic opinion to the legislature , in a re-
spectfu l and temper ate manner , is
constitutional and highly expedien t ,

and , so far from endangering 1 the pub -
lic tran quillity, obviousl y and unques *
tionably tend s to p revent the evils of
sedition and disorder .

JO. That th e thanks of this Meeti ng
are due to the thirty-o ne gentlem en
who signed fheunsuccessfu l requisition
to the Mayor , and to those gentlem en
who have called the present Meeting .

11. That the pr oceedings of this
Meeting be advertised in the two Lei-
cester papers , the Morning Chroni cle
and Courier London pa pers , the Not-
tiu gham , Stamford , Northam pton and
Birming ham papers.

12. That a committee be forme d to
carr y the resolutions of this M eeting
into immediate execution , consisting
of the thirt y-one gentl emen whj  signed
the requisition to the Mayor , any fi ve
of whom sha.il be competent to act.

13. That a subscri ption be opened
to defra y the expencti s of this Petiti on,
which sub scri ption will be received by
Mr. Jose p h Nmmeley, r *t the Hi gh
Cross ; where also a copy of the Peti-
tion wili lie for si gnatu res.

14. That the thanks of t hi s M ^etinor
be presented to the Rev. Thomas Mit -
chell , the Rev . C harles Berr y, and to
J ohn ft y ley, Esq . for their appropria te
and animated speeches upon the occa-
sion.

15. Thai the thank s of this Meetin g
be presented to Wa lter Exudi ng- , Esq.
and to J , E. Carter , Esq. for thei r
handsome letters and the suppor t they
have given to this Meeting.

(Signe d) JOHN CO LTMAN ,
Chair man.

Mr . Nunnel y having taken the chair ,
the thanks of this Meetin g were una -
nimousl y voted to Mr. John Coltman ,
for his imparti al and upri ght conduct
in the chair.

(Signed) JOSEPH NUNNELY.
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VOIi . VI I I. I.

P etition f rom Warwick,
To the Honourable the Commons of

the United King dom of Great Br i-
tain and I reland , in Parli ament as-
sembled , the humble Petition of the
Burgesses and Inhabitants of the
Boroug h of Warwick :-—
Shewethy—That your petitioner s beg

leave to represent to your honourabl e
House the pain with which they have
contem plated *he numerous and com-
plicated evils ar ising from the present
widespread and long-protracted war ,



and the growing despondency which
pervades all classes of the community ,
from the remembrance , that no effort
has been made hitherto for the resto-
rati on of Peace , and from the appre-
hension th at none is likel y to be made ,
without tl e direct and salutary influ-
ence of public op inion upon public
measures .

That your petit ioner s, at a juncture
which appears to them highl y favour -
able to their wishes, address your ho-
nourable house with the greater con-
fidence , because they conceive tha t
the members of a new parlia ment , by
looking abroad upon the peculiar cha-
racter of these eventfu l times, and by
adaptin g their counsels to the real and
imper ious exigencies of the common
weal , may obtain for themselves the
gratitude of a free and enli ghtene d
peop le, and may stan d distinguishe d
to the latest posterity, as the restorer s
of tranquillity and securit y to the
whole civilized world.

That your pet itioners cannot , with -
out feelings of un feigned anxiet y, ob-
serve the rap idity with w hich the cala-
mities" of war have recent ly extend ed
themselves from the impoveris hed and
depopulated nations of Euro pe to the
distan t shores of South America * where
civil discord subjects tho usands and
tens of thousands to th e destroy ing
sword ,, and of Nort h America , where
a race of men, united to us by the ties
of a commo n descent , a common lan-
guage and a common reli gion, are now
opposed to us, under circumst ances
the most distressing , and most alarmin g
to them and to ours elves.

That your petitioner * believe it to
be a fact quite unparall eled in the his-
tory - of civilized nations throu ghout
Europe , that of the las t twenty years ,
eighteen have been spent in ac tual
warfare , and that the lives ab ^ady sa-
crificed in the course of it , in ay, wit h-
out exaggeration , be said • to exceed
the number of male adults now existing
in Gr eat Britain.

That , refl ecting upon what has pass-
ed and is passing, in foreign lands ,
your pet itioners have to mouru f or  the
miser ies endured by multitudes of va-
lian t men, perishing on the field of
battle , lingering months ami years in
the gloomy prison s of the enemy, lan-
guishing in hospitals , or slowly wasting
by diseas e in crow ded camps and pes-
tilen tial climates.

That your petitio ners ,looking around
them at home , are affl icted every wh ere
by those spectacles of calami ty which
necessari ly accompa ny a state of conti -
nued war , and which ar e to he found in
the deserted cottages of ̂ peasants and
manufacturers , in the tears of aged
pare nts, tc weeping for thei r offspr ing,
because they are not ," and amidst the
forlorn widows and hel pless orp han s
of their slaug htered countrymen.

That while our you th , at an age
and in numbers hit herto unexamp led,
are ballot ted for military service , and
seduced or forced away from the usefu l
and meritorious employments of hus-
band ry and trad e, your pet itioners hav e
to lament the past and approaching
rui n of our once onulen t merchants ,
the sudden interruptions giren to our
once flourishing manufactures ., and the
melanchol y condi t ion of our ar t izans ,
formerl y, as your petitioners remem-
ber , a contented , ind ustrio us and honest
ra ce, but now disheartened by dr ear r
povert y, degra ded by galling depend-
ance, and exposed in many quarte rs to
temptations , by which they may be
preci pitat ed into such acts of violence ̂
as would render the forfeitur e of th eir
lives a necessary, but most deplorable
measur e of public justice , f or the pre -
servati on of the public safety.

That , in additi on to these drea dful
effects of war , the burden of taxes
accum ulated and accumulatin g for the
pur pose of carry ing it on , in countri es
so remote from each othe r and with
expences so enormous , have rai sed
most exorbitant ly the price of prov i-
sions, have diverted from circ ulati on
the current coin of this realm , have
introduced in its stead a fictitiou s,
precarious and fluctua ting kiud of pro-
perty in paper , and have filled our Ga-
zettes .with bankru ptcies , our gaols
with debtors , and our numerous work -
house s with paupers , who are com-
pelled to flee thith er as to a place of
refu ge, from hun ger and thirst , from
cold and nakedness , and all the other
baleful conseq uences of unexpected
and involuntary exclusion from the
dail y labours which had supp lied their
dail y bread .

Tha t your petititioners , t heref ore,
upon every princi ple dear to you and
themselves, as Englishmen and as
Christia ns, most earnestl y beseech you
to direc t your att ention to the multi -
plied scenes of private distr ess and
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piablic danger , which characterise the
present war , and to employ every mean
which the discern ment of your honour -
able house can devise, or its authorit y
can recommend , for the speedy re-es-
ta blishmen t of Peace.

At the same time , your petitioners
beg* leave to assure this honourable
house , that the peace which they are
solicitous to obta in, is not such an
one as should en dan ger the solid in-
ter ests or deb ase the real dignity of
their country. The prosperity , liberty,
and independence of that country are ,
in the opinion of your petitioners , in-

MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFA IRS ;
OR ,

The Christian s Survey of the Po litical World.

In the space of the last four-and -
twenty years , such convulsions have
taken place in Europe , such murders ,
massacres , conflagrations , that the vials
of God 's wrath might seem to have
been poured out on the throne of the
beas t : yet , in this period , the last six
months have exceeded in horror and
anxiety any of the other equal spaces
of lime. The speculations of the
worldl y politician have fluctu ated from
the depth of despair to th e sum mit of
exultation . At one time , Europe was
laid prostrate , in his imag ination , at
the foot of the mighty conqueror 5 at
anoth er , he saw him confined in an
iron cage, the sport of the semi barba -
rians of the North , or gaining" a scant y
subsistence in the wilds of Siberia , or
pining away, without compassion , in
the dunge ons of Petersbu rg h. With
the overthr ow of th e French conqueror
was connected the restoration of every
prejudice that had subsist ed previous
to the Revolution : their nob les , thei r
pri ests , their lawyers , were to be restored
to their ancient pride , superstition and
chicanery . Germany was to be divided
again into its miserable princi palities ,
Hie imposture of Popery was to be re-
stored to the Vatican , new monasteries
and nunneries were to ar ise. In short ,
every thing , good , bad or indifferent ,
that the Fre nch Revolut ion had swept

separable from its glory ; and theref ore
it is in a spirit of stead y, considera te^and genuine patriotism alone , that th ey
now prefe r to you r honourable house
their prayer for the restoration of tho se
blessings which peace on ly can pro -
cure , and the importance of which
they will think it th eir duty to urge
repeatedl y, in those respectfu l, but
firm and serious appea ls, whic h the
const itution has authorised them to
make , as free -born Br itons , to the ju s-
tice, wisdom and humanit y of thei r
represe ntative s in Parliament.

away, was to be restored on its ancient
footin g, and mank ind were to lamen t the
existence of so much misery to pro duce
no one good whatsoever. But God 's way*
are not like our ways , nor bis th oug hts
like our thoug hts . What will be pro-
duced from the mighty earth qu ake and
the following rise of the monster out of
the sea, will be dul y appreciate d by
succeeding ages . . We who live in these
tre mendous times look up with confi-
dence in Him , who directs the stor m
and assuages the ra ging of the sea,
that , misera ble as is th e departur e of
C hristians in general from the laws of
him whom they profess to call their
Saviour , his kingdom, the king dom of
peace , shall finall y be established , and
glory will be acqu ired , not by acts of
desolation , but by services benef icial
to society .

A few months ago, the Emper or of
France was at tbe head of an arm y of
between t nree fCnd four hundred thou-
san d men , of various nations , under
his rule or controul , all prepared , in
different districts , itear the bank s of
the Nieraen , to comme nce their stu -
pendous operations. The opj>osihg par *
ty was not slack in brin g ing" his hordes
into the field , and ba ttle fdiiowed bat -
tle, each vy ing with the other in horror
and carnage ; and polluting the ear th
with more blOod than was ever proba-
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bly shed be fore in the same space of
time and countr y* The great hero went
proud l y on from conquest to conqu est ,
tili  he ru shed into the Kremlin , the
sanc tuar y of (he Russian emp ire. A
scene of horro r was now presented to
his view , which mi ght even appal tha t
hea rt , accustomed , as it had bf en , to
sights of woe and shr ieks of despair.
The metropo lis of a mighty emp ir e
was in a blaze around him. I t s  own
inhabitants set fire to the city and con-
sumed the treasures which he va inl y
called his own. Lord ovej dust and
ashes , the pre y had escape* him , and
he was now placed in the heart of an
empire , where every thin g threatened
his stay with ruin . The season of th e
year and the fati gues of the arm y did
not permit an advance to Petersbur g]!,
and nothing but immediate retreat - by
the road he came , seemed likel y to
preserv e his army from famine , or a
worse enemy, the inclemency of th e
season.

The causes of the stay in Moscow
are not known , nor is it easy to enve-
lope them . But w hatever they may
have been , they had the effect of re-
tardin g the retreat to the worst t ime
in which it could be made j for thou gh
the fine weather was at first boasted
of, the pinching cold and snow at -
ta cked them on th eir inarch , and the
Russians and Cossack s harra ssed the m
at ever y step. The loss by the wea the r
must hav e been much greater than by
any other cause ; yet the Russia ns
boast of having made between twenty
and thirt y thousan d prisoners in three
atta cks , besides the numbers that wer e
dail y broug ht in of those , who could
not kee p up wil h the ar my, or were
taken in vario us skirmish es , or who
aband oned their rank s, preferrin g the
chance of nr -ercy from the enem y to the
inevita ble horrors * of the march. Buo-
naparte was often reported to be taken
or slai n ; for he was so beset by the
armies of Russian s in every direc tion ,
that it seemed impossible for him to
escape. The Russian court issued
proclam ations of congratulations to
xheir country and gratitu de to Provi -
dence , on this gre at deliverance \ and
when we contemp late the mighty pre-
parations aga inst th eir countr y, the
skill of the general , the disci p line and
courage of the soldiers , the whole
str ikes us #s one of those miraculous
events , prepar ed to hum ble the pr ide
of man . It was not the Russian ar my

that beat Buon apart e *, he was con*
quered by a superior power.

Of  three hundred thousand men and
upwar ds , that entered into Russia , not
thirty thousand wil l revisit their coun-
try. A hundred and thirty thousand
pris oners have been taken , besides
arms , ammunition and ba ggage with-
out end. The plunder gained by the
French has ail been lost , and thei r
stores accumulated in Polan d serve
now for food and clothing to the Rus-
sian arm y, which has ent ered East
Prussia and is threatening the whole of
German y. Austri a has got back its
troo ps into its own territor y, and Alex-
ander has issued a proc lamation , call-
ing upon the governme nts of Euro pe
to with draw fi om

^
the influence of

France , and to labour with him to es-
tablish the balance of power in Europe.
He promises to make Prussia again an
inde pendent king dom , but he says no-
thin g of Pol and , whose overthrow by
the tlm e jacobin powers of Prussia ,
Russia and Austria , was the forerunner
and eticoura ge r of all the ana rch y that
has since prevailed in Euro pe. It is a
gr eat point however th at Alexander
professes such moderation ; for should
he enter with his hordes into Euro pe,
should he establish himself at Paris
as Buona parte did at Moscow , many a
fair city will be levelled with the
g round , barbarism w il l  be re-establish -
ed , cud the stray ers from America will
visit t i i is  quarter of the earth , as we
do the p lains of Lesser Asia and Greece ,
to exp lore their ruins , and to witnes s
the degra dation of the human mind
under tyranny and superstition .

The mi ghty Emp eror of Fra ntic, tha t
went proudl y from court to court , wit-
nessing ' the  homa ge of his dependa nt
soverei gns , till he took the comman d
of the most gallant army th at the sun
perhaps ever shone upon , retraced his
steps with the rap idity of the pos t
out-stri pped the news of his disgrace s
and , accompanied by a single indiv i-
dual , entered his palac e at Paris , un-
known and unexpe cted. Like the arch
betra yer of mankind , as describe d by
our great poet , he in disguise mounte d
his throne .  The cannoa announced
his arrival 5 c < loud was the acclaim,

Forth rusird in haste the great con-
sultin g peer s,

Rais 'd fr om their dark divan , and
with , like joy,

Congrat ulant app roach ed him. "
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Btti the miserable sovereign had no
"victorious news to communica te ; to
thei r slavish effusions he could answer
only in bro ken hints , dark allusions ,
forced langua ge. His twenty -ninth
bulletin painted , in sufficientl y strong
colours the losses of France. It was
necessary for him to appear in pub-
lic; but the silence that accompanied
his steps , proclaime d that Buonapa rte
was no longer the invincible sovereign ,
and that the staff of his power was bro .
ken .

France has been declar ed to be blotte d
out of the map of Eur ope. The wild
declaimer , whose ravin gs had such an
effect on this countr y , little thoug ht
that in a few years she would exalt her
head , and bring all Europe under her
controuL She has suffered anothe r re-
verse ; the flower of her tro ops is de-
str oyed, her mighty arm y an nihilated ,
Still let us beware of say ing that she
is blotted out of the map of Eu rope.
She possesses within herself great re-
sources, and an energy which may still
make her formida ble, or at any rate pr e-
vent her from being an object of con-
tempt. Buonapa rte has alread y asto -
nished Europe by the conception s of his
great mind. At th is moment they have
not forsaken him. Cast down he is not
in despair : he prepare s himself for ano -
ther conflict : he calls boldly on his em-
pir e for support : and if his people
stand by him , his affairs are far fro m
being irretrievable . His legislat ive body
has been assembled , and hi9 plan , as
soon as developed, was adop ted . It is
great , and if capable of being carried into
execution , will effectuall y pr eserve France
from any irru ption by the Russian s.
A new arra y is to be raised by means of
conscriptions from forme r years , and
this is to amount to three hundred and
thirt y thousan d men. These are to be
immediatel y embodie d, and to be pr e-
pare d for action by the spr ing . What
a call is this upon an emp ire in which
every family has to deplore the loss of a
father , a hus ban d , a brother or a son !
If it obeys the call, if the men thus
summoned mar ch to their depots , Buo-
napa rle may defy the combined arm s of
Europe against him , and preserve , invi-
olate the boundaries of his vast domi-
nions.

An army thus formed in an instant
must be a subj ect of great astonishment
in this kingdom , w here , if a quart er of
the number were ra ised, they could not

be organised and disciplin ed in tea
times the time. But in Franc e commis-
sions are not boug ht and sold : and
there is no pa rliamen tar y influence to
secure preferment. If the men will go,
the arm y is made : for so skilfully 19
every thin g- milita ry arran ged in Fra nce,
th at every man will be in his right post
in a very short time afte r his arrival in
the depot. It is to be observed also,
that of the men now to be raised , a
very great proportion hav e been em-
ployed in the nation al guard , and are
inured to military exercises. When they
appear at i?he depots 9 corpora ls, Serj eant s,
and officers will soon be found to a cer-
tain degree , and the hi gher officers
will be sent to them from those who
hav e escaped the cata strop he in Russi a.
An arm y will be estab lished, if the peo-
ple have not lose their spirits , and the
conflict between the con tending em-
perors may still be terrible .

This is now the time for peace ; and
per haps at this moment thou gh ts of it
are entertained. As the emper or or"
Russia has advanced into Prussi a, he
will there meet an agent from our court,
and if Austria could be persuaded to join
them , terms might be laid dowiX, in
which Buon aparte might acqui esce* A
str iking thing in his reverse is, tbat he
has uot called his troops fro m Spain^an d he seems to depend upon the coun-
try for sufficient supp lies. If his people
stand by him he will not be bro wbeaten ,
and much pruden ce is required on the
opposit e side to take advan tage of the
pr esent circumstances , and not by car -
ry ing things with too high a hand , to
involve Europe in a still bloodier war.
Sure ly the kings of the earth have
learned wisdom by late experience , and
peaceable arrangements might be naade
by very small concessions on either
side ; but time must prove their spiri ts ,
and if the sword cont inues unshea thed *mankind must rue the folly and wicked-
ness of an age, -which boast s of being
enlightened .

The affairs of the rest of JEurope ar c
swallowed up in the magnitud e of the
conflict between Russia and Fr ance.
The king of Prussia is in a stran ge situ-
atio n. H is troo ps have qu itted the
post assi gned to them * and have declare d
themselves neutral , their general being
thus guilty of treason , and declared so
by his soverei gn, -who is at heajt , most
probab ly, pleased with the acu Austria
and the dependan t sovereigns of Ger-
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many arc in perp lexity. Whom shall
they adhe re to? If th «-.-y quit Buona-
parte , their crowns, which they owe to
him, may fall from their heads : if they
adhere to him , can he protect them ,
and will they not be crushed by Russia ?
Sweden wil l be benefitted , and Denmark
will be permitted , perhaps , to remain as
it is. Of the new king dom of Ital y we
know noth ing-. The conscri pti on is to
be levied in it , an d its devotion to the
emperor will be tried : and if Naples
now resists , there is no one to inforce
obedience , and she may , like Sicily,
establish a constitution and* indepen -
dance .

Spain is in a very extr aordinary posi-
tion The Fre nch have full controul
over the northern and middle parts.
The English have retired into Portugal.
The M arquis of Wellington has sen t
home a drea dfu l account of his army,
which in its retr eat from Madrid and
Burg os perpetrated horrid outrages , and
according to his lordshi p's account , be-
haved 'worse , with less reason , tha n
any army he had ever been with , or
ever read of. After detai ling such an
account his lordshi p went to Cadiz to
solicit greater powers. He has been
there very splendidl y received , but his
requests are listened to with no small
jeal ousy. The conduct of the British
ar my has assuredl y no tendency to in-
gratiate us with the Spanish nation , nor
do we appear in other respec ts to be en-
titled to very great deferenc e from them.
Yet , perhaps , Lord Wellington 's mea-
sure is the best devised for the expul -
sion of the French fro m the peninsula ,
who w ill evidently retain the ir ground ,
as long as part ial at lacks only are made
upon them , and till the whole sti ength
of the nation is broug ht against them
under the guidance of a skilful com -
man der. If the Cortez can bring them -
selves to make their duke of Ciuda d Ro-
dri go generalissimo , with civil as well as
milita ry powers , we hav e no doubt of
beneficial results from such an arra nge-
ment : but the jealousy of the Spanish
character forbids us to entertain sanguine
expectations of such an event , and the
war will go on at a monstrous expense
to this nation wi th succe ssive irru ptions
and retreats of our army.

Of the Spanish colonies we still con-
tinue to remain in grea t ignorance.
Buenos Ay res is stron g enough to sup-
port itself, and the neighbou ring king-
dom ef the Brasils does not ventu re to

The successes of their privateer s have a
great influence in this respect , to which
may be added the expected assistan ce
from Buona parte ; bu t , when they hear
of his d istresses , it is not improbable ,
that a greater spirit of moderation will
prevail. Canada is in a stale of securi ty,
thoug h it is peopled with Roma n Cath -
olics * for they fight just as zealousl y, as
if they professe d the religion of the
Church of England . The Americans
th i eaten it with anot her attack. Every
day, however , shews more and more
and more the fol ly of this unnecessary
war. from whichever side of the water
it originated .

The Bible Society continues its tri -
ump hs. We have already recorded a
great one in the city of London , when,
in the Egypt ian hall , the Lord Mayor
presid ed ; and in an assembly of twelve
hundred perso ns, resoluti ons , propos ed
by the Chancellor of the Excheque r,
were passed unanimousl y in favour of
the diffusion of bible s, without note or
comment. A similar meeting has been
holden for the city of West minster , un-
der the patro nage of the dukes of York ,
Ken t, Cumberland , Sussex and Cam-
bridg e. Lord Teignmouth was in the
chair. Lord Castlere agh, a secretary of
stat e, proposed , and Mr. Whitbread se-
conded the resolutions. Severa l excel-
len t speeches wer ^j made, and scri ptural
exhor tations used upon the occasion.
The chief fact of import ance divu lged
was, that an edict of the emperor of
China had been broug ht to this countr y
and translated , which make s it death for
any man to introduc e a bible into hi»
domin ions : but the meeting was ex-
hor ted not to despair, as the next em-
peror , it was hoped , would revbke it.
Edicts against Christianity are not un-
common in China , and the emperor
probably ar gues from the Lves of Chr is-
tian s, on the tendency of their laws and
their hooks. What , indeed, ra iwt be
his sentime nts , should our newspap er*
be transla ted for the use of hi8 cabinet ?

interfere in its concern s ; but ihe real
state of Lima and Peru is enveloped in
grea t obscurity . Mexico is still united
to the old governmen t, that is, the city
and a small part of the surroun ding ter -
ritory, but the country at lar ge presen ts
a picture of confusion , which is little in-
ferior to that of Spain . The United
States , encouraged by their small naval
captur es, and forgetting the losses of
armies , are more firmly un ited for war.



What will he think , when he finds that
in the nation most zealous for the diffu -
sion of scriptural knowled ge, adultery
has been t ermed , in the seat of just ce, a
misfort une, and in the court of legisla-
tion corruption is connived at , because
it is noto rious as the sun at noon day,
and all parties concur in covering , in-
stead of sett ing-themselves in earnest to
correct , the evil ? How will he estimate
the value of our sacred books and our
rega rd for them , if they are real ly good,
when he reads of the atr ocious murder s
committed amon gst us, and above all,
when he understa nd s, that the disciples
of the Prince of Peace hav e been living
in a state of warfare with each other ,
upwards of twenty years , and ar c guilty
«f as great outrag es in warfare as the
most unenlig htened nations ? The edict
will, we hope, have a place, in due time,
in this Reposito ry** «ftd. we shall have a
hetter opinion of the zeal of the mem-
bers of the Bible Society, if they should
be as solicitou s to diffuse a correct trans-
lation of our sacred books, in the Eng-
lish language , at home , as they are to
circula te translat ions in fore ign lan-
guages abroad. They know as wel l as
we do, that the bibl e, wretch they circu-
late , is very incorrect \ -that we possess
advanta ges, which were not known in
the time of king James : and it is not to
their honour to pay less attention to the
best of books , tha n is paid to the least
¦worth y of the classical writers * We
shall not cease to bring this home to the
feelings of the members of the Bible So-
ciety, whose funds are sufficien t , and
who possess talents within themselves
to give a correct tran slatio n from the
Hcbre w and Gree k scri ptures , from
Ken nicott 's Bible and Griesbach' s Tes-
tament , with the helps and improve-
ments, that have been made, or their
learning and talents cari suggest.

The Catholic question begins to be
more noticed in this country than mignt
have been expected. From Irelan d
petition s on both sides of the question
nave been frequent , but little has been
done on this side of the water . The
clergy of the sect established by law,
have put themselves in motion , and are
uniting in petiti ons against their breth-
ren , who are less entan gled by obedience
to th e pope than the Established Sect
by its thirty nine articles . The clergy
of the diocese of Exeter are setting a
bet ter example, for they reques t parlia -^^^___

* Sec p. 6*. J 2o.

ment not to be misled by prejudices
but to take the whole subject into con-
sideration , and to give such relief as is
consistent with the welfare of the state .
A petiti on against the Catholics has
been vamped up in Lon don by a few
people in a tav ern , and in one or two
vestry meetings ; but the general sense
of the town has not been taken , eithe r
in the counc il or common hal l, or by a
meeting in Westminst er , nor do we
imagine that the Anti-catholics would
succeed in any such measure. The ge-
neral bias seems to be boh in and out
of parliament , that someth ing should
be done , that a committee , at least ,
should be formed to enquire how far
the toleration may be extended , and
wha t real danger is to be apprehende d
by the admission of men of all religions
to the service of the stat e. This the
Esta blished Sect is very much afraid of,
for it will the n be seen how few they
ar e in number, and how preposterous it
is for th e sake of a small part of a body
consisting of not two-sevenths of the
people , the other five-seventh s should
be deprived of their rights .

The Cathol ic bishops of Ireland have
published an address to their adheren ts,
in which they declare , that they will not
grant faculties of any kind to any clergy-
man , who has asserted that their afflicted
hol y father (meaning thereb y his pre -
tended holiness , the pope ) is a here tic*
or a sch ismatic , or the auth or , or the
abettor of heresy or schism .̂ Also that,
as they are at present excluded from any
intercours e with their su preme pastor ,
they feel themselve s utterl y incapable to
propose or agree to any chang e in the
long-established mode of appointing
Irish Roman Catholic bishops. In ano-
ther resolution they state, and with
frcat prop riety, that the reverence paid

y Roman Catholic s to th eir oaths , is,
eviden t , from their not taking those
which are appointed by governmen t j
and they exhort their flock to continue
steadfast in the opinion s, held by their
forefa thers ; forgetting to make their
app eal to Jesus, the author and com-
pleter of our faith. The difficulties in
which the papists are placed by the
conduct of his presen t pretended holi-r
ness are great : for he is actuall y stig-
mat ised, by some good Catholics , as a
heretic and a schismatic ; and his tran s*
actions with Buonapart e have been such
as to give a stro ng colour to the charge*
Poper y has, however , in former timefu
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seen heretical and schismatical pope?,
and 4ts tfce/a€hereitt s to that Anti-chria -
tian system did not t hen , so neither ar e
they likel y now, to free themselves from
the grossne.ss of its errors.

Governmen t has shewn its mercif u l
dispos ition by the offer of pardon to al l
the deluded men under the name of
Luddites , who have committed surh
outra ges in the north , and who will
avail themselves of it by breakin g off
from the society. Of those who have
been taken , manv have been freed with -
out trial , whilst of a few an examp le
has been made , that will , we trus t , de-
ter others from a perpetration of similar
crimes. Tranquillity is thus , apparentl y
at least, restored to the manufacturing
countie s.

The mercan tile interest is fully occu-
pied with the consideration of the East
Indian Charter , and the compan y is set
completely in arra y against the adminis -
tration . The wisdom of this conduct is
not apparent , for the countr y at large
cannot be in favour of monopoly . How-
can a nat ion consent to be deprived of

CORRESPON DENCE.
We have* as our reade rs will perc eive, extended the present number far beyond

our usual limits ; we have still , however , a volume of communic atio ns lying by
us, and must again entre at the patience of our correspondents. Some of them
may complain that we have admitted papers posterior in date to their 's; but they
win recollect tha t for the making up of our month ly collection , it is necessary not
only th&t we have the given quantity of letter- press , but also tha t we ensure a
variet y suited to the taste of a thousand subscribers . At the beginning of a new
year it is custom ar y to make good resolution s, and it is one of ours , which we hope
we shall be able to keep, not to be so far behind , as we have been for some mont hs,
in our Review department : th e pres en t number will not , it is true _, refle ct great
credit upon our constancy, but , we trust , the perusal of the foregoing paged will
have suggested to the candid reader a sufficient excuse for us.

In the pr esent fever ish crisis , when the people in so many places are maddened
with bigotr y, we lament exceeding ly that we are constrained to delay for a moment
the insertion of some communications fro m Bristol on the No Pope ry cry : w#
shal l, however , gratif y our readers , by informing them that the next Number will
contain the Rev . J. Rowc 's ener getic and eloquent speech , delivered at the Anti -
Catholic meeting at the before-mentione d ci<y, which is consistent , at lease, in
ltavincr r*»fn«erl tc\ he. renresente.d. in narliame.rtf. bv the erreatest Dhilanthro ni&t o£
the age, and in sett ing up afterwa rds a fierce opposition to justice, charit y an<fc
freedom : we shall also insert in the same Number an admirable speech of the
Rev. Dr. Estlin 's in tended to have been sboken on the same occasion.

On the subject of Peace, as well as No Pop ery, we mean to make the pr esent
Tolume a register of publ ic pr oceeding s. The No ttingham and Hinckley Kesolu *
tion s and Pet itions are therefore designed for speedy use.

The Candid Unitarian , who date s from Sytf enham , is' inform ed, that the Prize
Querie s, on which he animadverts , were actually put up in one of the soirdisccnt
national schools. Does he persist in offerin g us goldm guin eas, if we will point
Wt the words religion and virtue in the Bible ?

all intercourse with the eastern coast of
Afric a, thjfc vvhele^of^r^m ^d|Persia^
the great empires of ^CoSiir *r Chlnaf and
China , an immense sea coast , in short
of many thousand miles, because a com-
pany in England has territorial posses-
sions in Hindo ostan. Ac arty rate , an
Englishman ought to have the liberty
of sailing to those kingdoms with which
the company carries on little or no trade.
Freedom of commerce will benefit the
whole empire.

Severa l meetings have been holden
for peace, and peti tions prepared for par ~
liament , which breathe a spirit which
ought much earl ier to have been excited.
God's jud gments against the wickedness
of Europe have been poured out , but do
its wretched inhabitants repent of the ir
idolatries , of their abominations ? May
the advocates for peace continue their
efforts , and offer up prayers to the tiirone
of grace , that the effusion of blood may
be stop ped , th at kings may be tau ght
moderation , senators learn wisdom , and
the people peace and goodwill towards
each other.

S 0 Correspondence.

ERRATUM.
In the last number , Vol. VII . pp. 773, 774, passim, for *« Cave/* read Kay*




