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mﬂozr qf Dr Caleb Aslzwortiz
. by flev. S. Palmer.
Hadk‘n‘ey“ Oct. 4, 1818.°
Sik ,'
145 a Héparfméilt“ in your Re-
sitery - is devoted ito Bio raphy,
g:sﬂ‘dd‘ﬁ'x‘rté‘% riéf @necdotes’ of re.
’ T “péfsoné of "“Wwhose histo-
[y bt ] ttlé ng’férma.‘tmn can, froi
diséance’ of tinve; be procured, 1
s éﬁc?f&éf& to send - m:}v 4 few
p‘ﬁ‘t@ﬁl ri‘l‘bnt:efﬂmg o&‘t‘hy
thto 3 'Tﬁ' Ksﬁv\fpr’fﬁ lq conse-
qyéixeéaf the” notice which I find
taken of hlm inthe Memoir of M.
*"iﬁr youy' last Néam-
bé“gH p B wléeré a feféreince ii,
¢ . to" the ermon which
?Nkch@& ‘&h otcasion of his death.
t"&bﬂﬁ@ﬁ’ T ieonfess iy, as thé
!ﬁm@;ﬁd émoit obServeg’ to
efective in regard to
E&*Qbétm"s‘ l‘nstbr ofg which
coiﬁéﬂni‘:@ "thipit' - hav’e been 1fi-
U V2B Hhsi Eé"ﬁtly With the ré-
G T s utxd’er with' res‘péﬁt
b Il chiaffthel, © With your per-
msssmw Meﬁ& T il hbWw'at- g
o stipply that Rpained
g, an SOYT
;az*l’q:i:r*{%« 6 1it0e to confmtzhxﬁ;
aathy . doicd of 'y
“-“@ vfbnth? vﬁ&’s
%ﬁ‘ dntq"vx[ta ¢in Ldi-
cuskife; where Hiy father was'g lny-

Preaehien; of - the-pacticular Bapust
v.‘u VIix, 4 x

e,

denoiﬁiha’ti‘oh s of-'whom T can re-
l¥te’ only this single anecdété
which | had from the Dr., which
shéws him' té have possessed somg
talent ; the apphcation of which
is not very ¢ommon; .nor mdeed
very en‘xviab}e His congre gahon’
carrying the mgttéf of extémpora=

nequs: devotibn to such a leng{h

"as not to allow of singing pre-com-

posed bymns, required him €0
deliver externpdre onés, line by
Yind, with whith ‘réc‘]u'isi ion he
co‘ntl‘nued to’ cbm 1~ for son;e
years : in’ what mannér, ahd’ wxfh‘
what sitcess, I presamé not'to’sd ay,
abﬂ ledve y’odr readers’ to Judgq.‘
He had three sons brmwbt
t6 thé hinistry aifiéng the Dis"‘-w
senters, who" all ‘hid dcaaemlca‘t
édataftiofi, Mr. rf'héma,s Ks}).
‘wor'h," the cldest, \onm I weflz
kidw by his vicits at “Dé\zentr
wis & man of ﬂhfé‘t 1ety ai dh'
an‘nable téimper.’ ﬁ onimu
a- Béptist, hd W¥s' maby’
ﬂxé paé!di“ of & Cilvinistical ¢
tion, at éék’mond\uclh
‘"YO s‘hl‘ré' Thdh h' ha' possesged
nb eht’lj e’ o lear{'s ng, and
'Was remar Addy ‘pihtk in’ his man..
‘et gntd’ 5}) vHrd Eé’k ﬁe‘v&és a;%%‘g::y
“wseful preadﬁ&i!‘ ang’ pra,y;gr:

‘Werd. é urﬁﬂi-)" m
ymingé’r‘ bfoihe ‘ﬁl £

worth, also dohtinbied’ a Ua tist,
but Jomed vmh thoap of tlw.r Gent.
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694 Memoir of Dr.

ral denomination, and was settled
in Lgondon, where he was a col-
league with the celebrated Dr.
Foster, and consequently may be
supposed a man of considerable
talents. But he died young, and
Dr. Foster preached and printed
his funeral sermon. |

Caleb, the subject of this me-
moir, was early placed for edu-
cation, under Dr. Doddrige, at
Northampton, where, it is presum-
ed, he became a convert to Pado-
baptism: and I have in my pos.
session several letters of his rela-
ting to that controversy, which he
wrote to me on my application to
him, when, in the early part of my
ministry, I had some difficulties
on that subject; and they were of
considerable use in determining
my judgment and practice.

On finishing his studies at Nor-
thampton, be was fixed with the
congregation at Daventry, where
ke spent the rest of his life, though
ke had an invitation to remove,
from a cougregation in London,
which, if I mistake not, was that
at Crosby.square. He was at first

chosen as assistant to Mr. James °

Floyd, who not possessed of very
acceptable talents as a preacher,
(though very eminent in prayer)
upon marrying a lady of consider-
able fortune, gave up the pastoral
charge, to which Mr. Ashworth
was then chosen, and he had a
flourishing congregation, which
- after some years required a new
gallery to be erected. |
He married a lady of North-
ampton, to whom he was attached
during his studies (I think of the
‘mame of Hemmings), with whom
he had but a slender fortune; so
that having a growing family, he
soon found himself in-those straits
"which many of his brethren have

Caleb Ashwc;rtk.

experienced ; acircamstance which
occasioned him to give his pupils
some prudential hints with respect
to matrimonial connexions. Qpg
of the disadvantages which he,
among many otliers, felt from a
slender income, was his inability
to purchase such books and con-
mentaries, as a studious minister
most needs and wishes to possess,
Ia this difficulty, however, he had
the happiness to find great relief,
through the kindness of Dr. Watts,
to whom he had been recommend.
ed by his tutor, Dr. Doddridge,
who had always expressed the
warmest friendship for him. Of
the truth of this anecdote I have
the pleasing proof in .a manu.
script letter, (among many in my
possession, of that: excellent man,
to Dr. Doddridge)-dated Oct. 18,
1746. In the P. S. the Dr. says,
‘ T rejoice to hearso well of Mr.
Ashworth. I hope my lady and
I have set him up with commen-
taries, for which he has givenws
both thanks.”

This circumstance leads me to
mention a remarkable testimony
of his respect to the memory of his
kind benefactor, for whose wr.
tings both he and his people had
a very high esteem. Happening,
after the Lord’s Day afternoon
service, to see, in a newspaper,. a8
account of the death of Dr. Watls,
he determined that very evening
to give his people a discourse fof
the improvement of the event, 3
a lecture which he had been 8¢
customed to hold at an ancient
building in the town, called the
Abbey. Accordingly, shortas the
interval was, which admitted only
of his writing some brief hints, he
delivered a very interesung dis.
course, of which a friend of r;_
Watts in London who heard ¢



I\ -

.~ * . Memoir of Dr. Caled Ashworth.

£ T
" N

i’requgsted a copyy,: gnd,—. on the
perusal, earnestly desired him to
publish. it He accordingly yield-
ed, though.not without reluctance
and 2. modest apology in the ad-
vertisement. It is entitled Rea
fiections on the fall of a great man,
on 2 Sam. iii. 38. It attords proof
of wonderful . facility in composi-
tion, and is at least equal to any
other discourse published on the
same . occasion, although at that
time he could. be but about 28
years of age: it soon came to a
secong edition. -

. When,, upon; the death of Dr.
Doddridge -the . academy was re-
woith erected a new house for the
reception _of . the. students, conti-
guous-to the meeting-house, and
a.new parsopage-house was built
by, the..congregation at the same
time. . . Though the situation was
hy no .means .cligible, being.in a
narrow street, close to a very pub-
dic.xqad,; and , apposite to a large
inn ;. both. the erections, which
yere upder. his. superintendance,
were - extremely well contrived,
sonsidering the narrow extent of
.!he.prﬂmises; and the 1nstitution
retained its respectability. By the
sirict, discipling which he main.
taiped, and his unwearied applica.
any stogether with his prudence
and. friendship, the house was
Mspally filled with pupils. Be-
tides those who had entered on
academical studies, there were a
few educated in grammar learning,
s%ho could not be accommodated
In the house. These bad lodgings
0 the town and were instructed
hy a“clergyman, bat were required
‘0 attend - the gdomestic worship of
dhe academy, and Mr. Ashworth
devoted no small portion of his
Ume to their improvement,

095

‘The academical building which
he himself erected, with the assis=
tance of friends and of the trustees,
became his own property, and by
means of great prudence and eco-
nomy (which however were ac-
companied with great liberality)
he was enabled to acquire some
pecuniary remuneration for his la.
bour, and in a course of years his
circumstances were s0 much im-
proved that he not only brought
up his family with reputation, bus
left those who survived him a de
cent competency. -

In the year 1759, Mr. Ash.
worth received a Doctor’s diploma;
a distinction unsought by him,
but not undeserved, for not only
the office he sustained as a teacher
of theology, as well as other sci-
ences, but his general respectabia=
lity and influence in the station
he was called to fill, gave him a
much better claim to such a title
than many who have obtained it.
And bad it not been for his great
difidence and his backwardness
to appear as an author, he might
have acquired much literary fame,
He had a particular taste for Jew-
ish antiquities, and he so much
improved Dr. Doddridge’s Lec-
tures on that subject, tbat the
publication of his manuscript
would supersede any thing  yet
extant upon that branch of science.

He was once urged by some
persons in London to publish. a
Course of Sermons on a Particular
Subject, and he so far complied
as to transcribe them for the press,
but afterwards hearing nothing
from those who made the request
(probably because he refused the-
invitation to remove to the metro.-
polis), he very willingly desisted
from the publication’; and these
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M.SS. itis supposed he destruyed,
as he did many others a little~ be-
fore his death.- L ‘
There 1s great reason to believe
that his intense application to stu-
dv, gnd the want of exercise suf.
ficient for a manofhis corpulence,
injured his constitution, naturally
strong. He had for many mnonths
been afflicted with a dropsy in the
ChtS[, which the last time he was
in London greatly affected his
breath, and at length put a period
to his life at a time when he might
have been expectrd to enjoy many
years of health and usefulness.
Instead of enlarging on his cha-
racter and talents (which it would
pleasant for me to do, were 1t
not through fear of trespassing too
much on your pages) I will only
refer your readers 1o your extract
from Mr. Worthington’s Memoir
of Mr. Crabb, and ta the highly
honourable testimony of Mr. Bel-
sham, in his farewell sermon at
Hackney; a copy of which, with
A few other partculars, are given
in the notes subjoined to the Let-
tersfrom Myr, Job @rton to Dis-
senting  Mtinisters, &c. among
wblch i one of some length to
Dr. Ashworth, for whom in seve_
ral others of those letters he ex-
presses the highest resPect.

are now hvmg

Account of the Pope and Court of Rome.

' Dr. Ashvorth had three sons
and three danghters, none of whop
lt IS a very af-
fecting circumstance that the
whole family, though very robus,
were cut off in the space of a few
years. His eldest son, Mr. Johy
Ashworth, at first designed for the
mlms;ry, preferred the busineg
of a grazier, and was placed un.
der the famous Mr. Bakewell, ip
Leicestershire. He afterwards
became the landlord of the Wheat.
Sheaf Inn, opposite to the acade.
my, and married the daughter of
his predecessor, by whom he had
one child, a very accomplished
young lady, who still survives.

f in. any of the above parti.
culars I have committied a mis.
take, I shall readily submit to the
correction of any surviving pupil
of the Dr., by whom also I shall
be glad to see any material defi.
ciency supplied. 1 am not inset-
sible to his failings ; butsuch were
his excellencies, that to this day,
after the lapse of above hzalf a
century, I often reflect with plea-
sure on the years I' spent under
his tuition as some of the hap-
prest of my life,

I am, Sir, o
Respectfully yours,
S. PALMER.

RS-y
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Accowzt of tbc Pope and Coyirt
of Rome.

-fFrom  Kustace’s Classical Tour
through I:aly, i o Vols 4to. 181‘3-—-
Appendix to Vol. 1. 1

Thouogh tli€ Pope is both Bxshop
and Prmce, yet, l‘ns l‘itlesz dres:,,t

)

equipage, and the whole cer¢mg-
nza 5 ?lzls cc(}uxt are adapledéz
the ﬂr§t of these gh@raﬁlﬁl‘&

19 Styled Holrgnewa the. HOIX Fa-
ther 'and,_ somgeuimes in history
tfw éqvemxgn Poptiff, byt the fo5r
mer aﬂpella,hong, a3, mQW JRRFY”



Account of the Court and Pope of Rome.

priate to his duties and functions,
are exclusively used In his own
court. His robes are the same as
those of ‘@ bishop in pontificals
(ex,cepting th.e stole and the co)oux;,
which is white, net purple). His
vestments, when he officiates 1n
church, as well as his mitre, do
not differ from those of other pre-
lates. ‘l'he tzara seems originally
to have been an ordinary mitre,
such as is still worn by the Greek
Patriarchs.  The three circlets,
which have raised it into a triple
crown, were added at different
periods, and it is satd, for differ.
ent mystic reasons. ‘Fhe first or
lowest seems to have been origli-
pally -a mere border, gradually
enriched with gold and diamonds.
The second was the invention of
Boniface V1II. about the year
1800 ; and to complete the mysa
terious decoration, the third was
superadded about the middle of
the fourteenth century. - The use
of the tiara is confined to eertain
extraqrdinary accasions, as 1In
mest great ceremonies the Pope
uses the eommon episcopal mitre.

Whenever he appears in publc,
oris approached even in private,
his person is encircled with rever.
ence and with majesty. In public,
a large silver’'cross raised on high
is carried before htm, as a sacred
banncr, the church bells ring as
*{e passes, and all kncel in his
sight.  When he officiates at the
Patriarchal Basilicze he is carried
ff9lp his apartments in the ad-’
Joiming palace to the church in a
Chalr- of state, though in the chan-
ce! bis throne is merely an ancient.
‘Piscopal chair, raised onlya few
Sleps above the seats of the -cardi-
ks or clergy. In private, as
the pontifical palaces aré vast and

Magnificent, there are perhaps

697

more apartments to be traversed,
and greater appearances of splen.
dour in the approach to his per-
son, than 1n an introeduction to
any other sovereign. In his anti-’
chamber, a prelate in full robes
i1s always 1n waiting, and when
the bell rings, the door of the
pontifical apartment opens, and
the Pope is seen in a chair of state
with a httle table before him.
The person presented kneels once
at the threshold, againin the mid-
dle of the room, and lastly, at
the feet of the Pontiff, who, aca
cording to circumstances, allows
him to kiss the cross embroidered
on his shoes, or presents his hand"
to raise him. The Pantiffthen con.
verses with him a short time, and
dismisses him with some slight
present of beads, or medals, as a
memerial. The ceremony of ge
nu-flection is again repeated, and
the doors close.* o

sttty

* Some Protestants have objected to
this ceremony, whick, after all, is onl
a mark of respect formerly p’ai& to cve~
ry hishop,} and still kept up in a courgt
tengcious of its ancient observances. [t
is said, that Florace Walpole, when
presented to Benedict XIV. stood for,
some time in a posture of hesitation,
when the Pope, whaq was remarkable
for cheerfulngss and humoyr, exclaimed,
¢ Kneet down, my son, recgive the Zilesqiztf‘
of an old man ; it will do you no harmI”
Upon which the ‘young traveller in-
stantly fell on his knees, and was so.
much pleased with the’cenversation agy
liveliness of Benedict, that he togk céverx
oc;%sion of waiting upon him, and tes-
tifying his respect during his stay at
Rome. In truth, Ex,lg}i.ﬁ! cotlemen,.
have  always bcﬁ:* received’ by thg
Fopes with™ peculiir kindness and cengp,
descension, and exery indylgenss - i,
shewn to their opinions, e, 35 the
Romans must {term them, tRgix prey
judices, and eyen t0 theix <apriags.

t Freury, Mueuss dgs Chectiens, xxaii:
ad Ta 8 df SAICNS, X,
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- The pomp which euvirons the
Pontiff in public, and attracts the
attention so forcibly, may perhaps
appear to many, a glorious and
enviable distinction ;; but there
are few, I believe, who would
not, if accompanied by it in all
the details of ordinary life, feel it
an intolerable burden. Other
sovereigns have their hours of re~
Jaxation ; they act their part in
public, and then throw off their
robes, and mix in the domestic
circle with their family or their
confidants. The Pope has no
hours of relaxation; always en-
cumbered with the same robes,
surrounded by the same attend.-
ants, and confined within the
magic circle of etiquette, he la-
bours for ever under the weight
of his dignity, and may, if in-
fluenced by ordinary feelings, of-
ten sigh in vain, for the leisure and

‘The custom of being carried in achair
of state has also given offence, and is
sextainly not very conformable to the
modern practice even of courts; how-
ever it is another remnant of ancient
manners, a mode of conveyance, (less
Inxurious indeed) copied from the Zec—
#ica, so much in use among the Ro-
mans. In the earlier ages, the custom
of ‘the Popes as of other Bishops was to
pass from the sacristy through ' the

‘church on foot,* 1¢aning on two priests,.

and thus advance_to thealtar; a custom
more conformable to Christian humility
and to the simplicity not only of anci-
ent but even of modern times. In fact,
in all the ceremonial of the Roman
Church and Court, the only parts lia-
ble to misrepresentation or censure, are
certaip additions Qf ldter times, when,
in religious pomps and court pageants,
in 'dress and in style, "all was inflated
and cumbersome. The rule of reform
is easy and obvious ; to prunc off the
cxcrescences of barbaréus agés, and to
restore the majestic forms of antiquity.

®* Ordo Rom. Primus c¢t Secund.
Murators.
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the insignificance of the CO"GgQ
or the cloister. A morning of by,
siness and application closes wijgj
a solitary meal; a walk in (he
gardens of the Quairinal or the Vgq.
tican, a visit to a church or ap
hospital, are his only exercises,
Devotion and business, the duties
of the Pontiff and of the Prince,
successively occupy his hours,
and leave no vacant interval o
the indulgence of the taste, or the
arrangement of the affairs of the
individual. 'What honours caa
compensate for a life of such re.
straint and confinement! (P,
620—623) |

On the whole, the person and
conduct of the Pope, whether ia
public or in private, are under
perpetual restraint and constant
inspection. ‘The least deviation
from strict propriety or even from
customary forms, would be. ime
mediately noticed, published, and
censured in pasquinades.. ILeo
X. loved shooting, and by the
change of dress necessary for thét
amusement, gave scandal. Cle
ment XI1V. (Ganganelli) was ad»
vised by his physicians to rides
he rode in the neighbourhood o
his Alban Villa, and, it is said,
offended the people of the coun-
try not a little by that supposed
levity. Benedict XIV. wished
to see the interior arrangement
of a new theatre, and visited ¥
before it was opened to the. public;
the next morning an inscriptioh
appeared over the door by which
he had entered, Porta sania;
plenary indulgence. to allwho en-
ter. These anecdates suffice ¥
shew the juyless. uniformity:.9
the papal courty; as well as the
strict decosutn thatperyades O¥er
department immediately connect-
ed with the person of the Ponif.
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&€ome centuries ago the Popes
considered themselves authorized,
by their temporal sovereignty, to
give the same exhibitions and
tournaments, and to display the

same scenes of festivity and mag- .

pificence in the Vatican, as were
beheld at the courts and in the
palaces of other princes ; nor did
such ill-placed pageants seem at
that period to have excited sur-
prise or censure. But the influ-
ence of the Council of Trent,
though its direct interference was
strongly repelled, reached the re-
cesses of the pontifical palace,
and the general rigour of disci-
pline established by 1it, ascended
from the members to the head,
and at length pervaded the whole
body. Hence the austere features
of the papal court, and the mo-
nastic silence that reigns through
the vast apartments of the Vatican
and of the Quirinal palaces ; and
hence also the solitary repasts and
the perpetual abstemiousness of
the Pontifi’s table. (P. 624—-626.)

We proceed to the College of
Cardinals, the real scnate of mo-
dern Rome, and the council of
the Pontitf. The title of Cardinal
was originally given to the parochi.
8l clergy of Rome: it seems to
have been taken from the imperial
court, where, inthe time of The-
odosius, the principal officers of
the state had that appellation ad-
ded as a distinction to their re-
spective dignities. The number
of titles, or churches which give
a title to this dignity, is seventy-
two, including the six suburban
bishoprics ; their principal and
Most honourable privilege is that
of electing’ the Pope, and it is
a3y to conceive that their dignity
‘hd"-“lmmmance increased with

ﬁ_‘:'(“?ﬁm‘flloman See itself, and
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that they shared alike its tempo-
ral and its spiritual pre-eminence.
As they are the counsellors, so they
are the officers of the Pontiff, and
are thus entrusted with the ma.
nagement of the church at large
and of the Roman State in pare
ticular. |

In the middle ages, when the
Roman Bishop seemed to engross
to himself the government, both
spiritual and temporal, of Chris-
tendom, and acted at once with
all the power and authority of
Emperor and of Pontiff, the car=
dinalate became the next most
conspicuous dignity, and rivalled,
sometimes eclipsed, the splendor
of royalty itself.

Even after the plenitude of pa-
pal power had been retrenched,
and the Reformation had withe
drawn so many provinces from its
dominion, the purple retained its
lustre, and a cardinal still con-
tinued to rank with princes. of the
blood royal. This honour they
possess even in our times, and in
spite of the Revolution itself, they
enjoy it in such courts as are not
immediately under French con-
troul. Thus the College of Car.
dinals has made a conspicuous
figure in Europe for the space of
at least one thousand years. 'The
Roman Senate itself can scarce be
said to have supported its fame

-and grandeur for so long a period;

in fact, in dignity, rank, talents,
and majesty, the sacred College
1s worthy to succeed and torepre-
sent that august assembly. One
of the advantages or rather the
peculiar glory of this body is, that
it admits men of eminence in vir-
tue, talents, or rank, without any
regard to country or natiéon, thus
paying a tribute to meris in op-
position to local prejudices, and
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. inyiting genius,(rom every guarter
of  the universe, .10, Teceive . the
honours,  and: at the. same time
to idgrease 1 '%estge, of the Ro-
man purple.  The classic writers
of the age q_f ch;o,‘ ,w?n,lé they be.
held so many distinguished cha-
racters collected in this assembly,
and while they received so much
encouragement from its learned
members, looked up to it with
reverence and  affection, and joy-
fully applied o it the titles and
appellations of the ancient senate.
It was. with them gmplissimus cee-
tus, imperii et rationis arr—
partus ommjum , gentium—Orbis
terrarum  concilium, &c. lts
members were the purpuratt pa-
tres — gentium patroni — Urbis
principes, &c. .
fore be a matter of surprise that
this  dignity should at all times
}_):;j.ve been the object of ecclesias-
gfcg.-f ambition, and been accepted
with joy by, the sons even of the
first mongrchs in Europe.
The cardinals are named by the
Pope, though all the Catholic
powers are allowed to recommend
a certain number.,  Some hats are
generally kept in reserve, infcase
of any emezgency, so that the
number . is seldom full,, The no-
mination. is not often abused, and
(ge.ﬁopou rso rarely misplaced, that
the public bas not been known to
complain for a long lapse of years.
The grand assembly of the car-
dinals is called the. consistory,
where the Pontiff presides in per-
son.. Here they appear in all the
splendour of the purple and form
a_most majestic senale,. such as
might almost. justify the.empha-

. .

tical expression of the Greek ora-

tor. Butthis #s§¢arbly i not re-
‘cisely. .a coungil, as’it seldom dis.

eusses, but withesses the ratifica=

It cannot there-

" degount of the.Courd-and Pope of Rome.

tion of measurespreviously weigh.
ed and adopted in. the cabinet of
the Pontiff. Here therefore p};b-
lic communicatiens are announc.
ed, foreign ambassadors received,
cardinals created, formal com.
pliments made and answered, .in
short, the exterior splendour  of
sovereignty displayed to the pub.
lic eye. = But the principal prero.
gative of a cardinal is exercised in
the Conclave, so called because
the members of the sacred College
are then confined - within the pre,
cincts of the great halls. of the
Vatican palace, where they re.
main immured ‘till they agreein
the election. of & Pontif. .The
halls are divided .into. temsporary
apartiments; each cardinal has
four smal rooms, and two  aften.
dants called conclavists. - ‘The Se.
nator of Rome, the conservators
and tha patriarehs, archbishops,
and bishops, then in the ciy,
guard the different entrances into
the Conalave; .and prevent =l
communication. These, precau.
tions to .exclude all undue infles
ence and intrigue, from such an
assembly, . on such an' occasiony
though not always effectual, de-
serve applause. - However, . the
clashing interests of. the different
courts are so well-poised, . that
even intrigue can do- hut little
mischief 3 for if the cardinals ate
tached to any sovereign make par.
ticular efforts in favour .ef any
individual of the same interest,
they only awaken the, jealousy and
rouse ' the opposition of all.the
other courts and. parties. . in
fact, tha choice generally falls on
a. cardinal . totally- ungonnected
with party, -amd :thérefore ex-
ceptionable to noae, .exempt from

glaring.defects,. and. ordinrily.re-

- (. . R
marskable for some virtue “or.Qaste
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ful accomplishment, such as learn.
ing, dignity, moderation, firm.
ness. )
It is not my intention to specify
all the forms of efiguette observed,
or the ceremonies practised dur-
ing the precess, or at the con.
clusior of. the election; two or
tbree, however, I must notice for
reasons ~which will appear suffici-
ently obvious; one is the custom
of putiing the tickets containing
the votes of the cardinals on the
petina (or communion plate), and
then into the chalice: now, how-
ewer important these votes may
be;, and however .intimate their
connection. with the welfare of
the church, yet to apply to them
the vases devoted in a peculiar
manner.to the most awful institu.
tions of religiony; seems to pass be.
yoRd disrespect, and almost to
berder on profanation. The next
ceremony to which I bave allud-
ed, is-that called the adoration
5 it takes place almost

efthe Fope
after his election,

ipmediately

when he is placed in a chair on
the altar of the Sixtine chapel,
apd there receives the homage of the
cazdinels : this ceremony is again
repeated on the high altar of St.
Peter’s. Now in this piece of
pageantry. I object not to the
werd adoration; mno one who
knpws. Latin, or reflects upon the
sense which it bears on this and on
athousand other occasions, will
cavil at it, though he may wish
t.otherwise applied. Nor do 1
find fault with the throne, he who
13 at the ‘same .time both Ponuff
and Prinee; - bas,:from -time and
¢hstom,  perhaps, :a double ‘tile
to such - & distinction. But why
thould .the altar be made his foot-
“eal? . The altar, the beauty of
- ORI NIXX L. B 1

sides the difliculty

701

holiness, the throne of the victim*
lamb, the mercy-seat' of the tem-
ple of Christianity; why should
the altar be converted into the
footstool of a mortal? |

I mean not, however, while I
condemn this ceremony, to ex-
tend the censure to those who
practise or who tolerate 1t. DBe-
of ‘altering an
ancient rite (if this piece of pa-
geantry, however, deserve that
epithet) the world is too well ac-
quainted with the virtues of the
late Pontiffs to suspect them of
want of humility. To conform to
an established custom, and refer
the honour to him whom they
represent, the Prince of Pastors,
and the Master of Apostles, ap-
pears perbaps to them a greater
act of humility than to excite
surprise, and perhaps to give of.
fence, by an untimely and unex.
pected resistance. Be the mo-
tives of toleration however what
they may, the practice is not edi-
fying to any, it is offensive to
most, and of consequence, as pro-
ducing some evil and no good,
it ought to be suppressed.

The last ceremony which Lshall
notice is the folowing. As the new
Pontiff advances towards the high
altar of St. Peter’s, the master of
the ceremonies kneeling before
him, sets fire to a small quantity
of tow placed on the top of a gilt
staff, and as it blazes and vanishes
in smoke, thus addresses the Pope,
Sancte Pater ! sic transit gloria
mundt ! This ceremdny 1s repeat-
ed thrice. Such attusions to the

® Hic sud paseit populos fideles
Carne, qui mundi scelus omne tollic
Agnus, ct fusi pretium cruorns

- Jpee propinat.
PP P-"' Hywm, PEL.
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nothingness of sublunary grandeut
have, .we all know, been intro-
duced into the ceremonials of
royal pageantry, both in ancient
and modern times ; nor is it men-
tioned here as a novelty, but as a
proof of the transcendent glory
which once encompassed the pa-
pal throne.— Nemo est irn mundo
sine aligua tribulatione vel angus-
tid, quamwvis Rer sit vel Papa.—
De [mit. Christi. 1.22. The
pontifical dignity was then, it
seems, supposed to be the com.
plement and perfection of regal
and even imperial power.

Yet there is no sovereign who
seems to stand in so little need of
this lesson as the’ Roman Pontiff.
9'he robes which encumber his
motions, the attendants that watch
his steps, and the severe magnifi-
cence. that surrounds him on all
sides, gre so. many mementos of
his duties and of his responsibility ;
while the chutches which he daily
frequents, lined with monuments,
that announce the existence and
the short reigns of his predecessors;
nay, the very city which he in-
habits, the. sepulchre of ages and
of empires, the sad monument of
all that is great and glori‘ogs be-
neath the sun, remind bhim at
every step of fallen grandeur and
of buman mortality. One lesson
more the Pontiff is now destined to
receive daily, and that is of all
others the most impressive and
“most mortifying ; power escaping
from his grasp, and influence
evaporating in the shadow of a
name.—S¢c transit gloria mundi.

Of- the, retinye -and procession
of the Panuff at the inauguration,
we shall say no more; but of the
ceremonigl ¢f the Romap-caurt in

general give the apinion of the’

most intelligent of French travel«

‘heard or read ,
S0l the  ckdiainieion, . " - 8.
s
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lers, in"hisown wordy, ‘after hav.
ing observed, ‘that to” the eye of
an Englishman, though as partial
to' pomp and stateliness‘as the na.
tive of a northern region can be,
the effect would be increased if
the quantum of ceremony were
considerably diminished. La
pompe qui environne le Pape, et les
ceremanies deé I’Eglise Romaine
sont les plus majestueuses, les plus
augustes, et les plus imposantes
qu’on puisse voiyr.* -

From the state and the exterior
of the Popes in general, we will
now pass to the person and the
character of the " present Pontiff,
Pius VII. is of a noble family,
Chiaramonte by pnamé; and be.
came early in life a Benedictin
monk of the Abbey of 8. Georgiv,
at Venice. His ledrning, virtue,
and mildness, raised him shortly
above the level of’ hi¢ ‘Brethren,
attracted the attentiofi of the Su-
periors first, and ‘aftétwards of
the late Pope, Ptas V1. ‘who had
an opportuynity 6?’n’6tiéih’§ the Fa.
t‘her’%ﬁz’aidi’fz’om‘é; on his” way to
Vienna, dind who shortly after
promoted him to the sée of Fmols,
and afterwards raised’ him to the
P 9r9‘1é . His career'in thissplen-
did lipe, seems to ‘hiave been
marked rather by the mild and
conciliating virtues than by the
display of extraordinary abilities;
we accordingly find him esteemed
and béleved by all. parties, and
respected even by the French ge-
nerals, and by Bubndparte in par-
ticplar. T

i

L -
g atirirtivion ot

- % La Lande~~The ‘zeader will pd‘;
b AL B e g
vagigus;, abservanegs, of which he
e ssqr‘rcad mgf:il’, stich' as the o f::
sufprist . Win'. apaseo, or:.perhaps in-
crease, when he is agsured that ne sk
ceremonics cxist.
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. Whes ; the: late  Pape was torn
from_his., capital. by the brﬁsets,.of
the Frengh Diregtory, and dragged
prisoner into Krance, the cardi
nals were banished, or deported
with . cireninstances of peculiar
cruelty, and the cardinal Chiara-
mbnte of course shared in com-
mon with his brethren, the hard.
ships and the. dangers of this per.
SQCUUOIh Tl . ‘ .
. -On the death of Pius VI. the
cardinals assembled in conclave
at Venice, and in.a short time
unanjimously proclaimed cardinal
Chiaramonte Pope, This election
took place in the month of March
1800, The French were obliged
to evacuate Rome about the same
period, and. the Pope cmbarked
for Ancona,.and made his public
entry into Roine in the following
*APNL* TS g g :
We may  easily . gonceive the
1oy, both of the Pontiff and of the
people..on this happy occasion.
The scene was ypysually splendid,
bat it owed its splendor not to the
apulence of the sovereign, but to
the zeal  of the subject. The
guard that lined the streets and
escarted - the, Pontiff, consisted of
& numergus body of young patri-
¢ians ;. the triumphal arches and
decorations were supplied by the
-‘Roman people, and the equipage
of the Pontiff himself was the vo-
luntary homage of the generous
Colonwa, a prince truly worthy of
the name of a Roman, In fact,
the Pope was personally as poor
as the Apostle whom he succeeds,
and like him brought to bis flock
hothing but the piety of the pastor
and the affection of -the father.

:As the procession moved towards
the Putican, tears were observed
Jnore than once streaming down
kis cheeks, and the details which
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he afterwards received of the dis-
tress oceasioned by the rapacity
of the late invaders, could only
increase his-anguish. | |

To relieve the sufferings of his
people, and to restore the finances
of the country, was his first ob.

ject, and to attain it he began by

establishing a system of the strict.
est economy in his own house.
hold and around his own persone
He next suppressed all immuni-
ties or exemptions, and subjected
the nobility and the clergy to the
same or to greater burthens than
the lower orders; this regulation,
so simple in itseH, and so just, 1s
yet little practised on the conti-
nent, where in general the weight
of taxation falls upon those who
are least capable of bearing it.
The French republic affects indeed
to adopt it, but in fact uses it
only as a convenient method of
plundering the rich without re.
lieving the poor. Such are the
beneficial effeécts of this regulation,
that though some oppressive and
unpopular duties have, I believe,
been removed, and the sum ima
posed on  each individual dimi
nished, yet the general amount of
the taxesis considerably inereased.
Other salutary afrangements are, -
it is said, in contemplation, and
the good intentions, the sense,
and the virtuoas feelings of Pius
VII. encourage the¢ hope that his
reign, if he be not thwarted in his
designs, will be the commence-
ment of an efa of reform and of
prosperity. | |

The Popeis of a middle stature;
his eyes are dark, and his hair is
black and curly; his countenance
is mild and benevolent, express-
ing rather the tranquil virtues of
his first prdfessioni, than the sen-
timents congenial to his latter ele~
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vation.
by those who are moi‘e ‘fntitnately

acquainted with his cbaracter that
he can’on occasions display great
firmness and decision; that he is
influenced much more by his own
judgment than by the opinions of
his ministers, and that he adheres
irrevocably to his determination.
At the present crisis, when the

However itis wluspered-.

Original Letter of _ﬂw late R, Robinsan.

ed to preserve their integrity -and
even in ‘the spiritual concerns of
theé Apostolic See, the interests of
religion may doubtless be best
consulted by such concessions
and changes in discipline, as the
reason or even the prejudices of
the age may seem to demand. In
both these respects, and particu.
larly in the latter, the lenient and

temporal possessions of the Ro. judicious Pontiff 1s hkely to em.

man church are at the mercy of
the strongést, a spirit of concilia-
tion is perhaps the best calculat-

ploy ‘his authority in a manner
highly conducive to public utili-
ty. (p. 626—637.) ‘

ORIGINAL LETTERS.
From the late Robert Robinson to C/zesterton, "
the Rev.Mr. Gentleman of Kid- Tuesday May 25 17 00.
derminster. ’ M .
SiR, Rev. SIR,

In loeking over some papers

the other day, I.met with the fol-

lowing letter, which you may
perbaps think ‘worth y of inserting
in your Repository, as it must
have been one of the last letters
which Mr. Robinson ever wrote,
and atands in need of no external
proof of its a.uthenuc;ty. |

The followipg week an adver-
tlsqment appedred to this effect.
On such a.day a Sermon will be

preached.at Kidderminster, and by.

the Rev. R Robinson, but before
that peuod he. was a lifeless
corpse. From that time 1 deter-
mined never to make use of the
word will, as applied to future
events, especially to religious ser-
vices ; as being incansistent both
with the uncertaipty of future
events, and, wuh an cgpress apos-
tolic i 1wpnctmnf £ (o to now,.ye
that 58y, .'W§ w}]\ gp mt,q such a
cit y, &g. qre%shag‘qfug}x 19 say,s
if the gﬁwﬁ { we shall hve .angd.
do thls or that.”

Yours,&c. B. C.

horse-chaise,

This morning your favour came
to hand. It.is, like yourself,a
pleasing compound of:; piety and
politeness. -J. own, ik -grves mda
great deal of pain-to feel - my io-
competence, and foresee my io-
equality to the.good swerk-wbich
your complalsance hath. assigned
me. Tndeed my. g;oldﬁ;,hmh lain
harder upon me than any .other
of my life, and 1o _go~ se, far to
bray like an ass sinks my courage.
I have but one hope, ‘and that 155
that change of ajr will do me
good, at least every body tella mé
5O.

I feel myself extremely obllged
to you for formjng such an avree-
able plan of journeying. I intend
to have “in thjs instance, but 10
resign myself wholly to the dis~
posal of my, fri udsm ‘and,; ] trost
they will rescribe mﬂnﬂ,omﬁbmg
rates, If lhey be happys L gshall‘
be so, here," there, any: wheye.

1 intend to travel in. wwl@‘%i
for the bepefit ©
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'Orzgzn'al Letter qf the late W.

secommodating the journéy to my
own feeﬁngb, to go, to stay, to
stop, to ‘eat, to fast, jast as my
feeble stomach will give me leave.
J¢ is also as cheap “1f not cheaper,
thkan the road- machmes. My
youngest son, a sailor just return.
ed from the Levant, and at pre-
sent on a visit here, intends to
pilot- mé out and home, and I in-
dulge myself in mdulgmg him,
for he 'is neither a booby nora
knave, but he s deeply infected
with heresy, of which to be sure

De. Priestley - is like to cure
him.

Most. certamly unless all men
be liars, the J.easowes, Hagley,
Hales-Owen, -Enville, &c. are
fine scenes, and tend to enrapture
the beholdér ; but set to music by
Mr. - Gentleman’s wise conversa.
.tmn, Tshall’ lay aside- the stare,
and.'dispose myself to listen and
learn. ;¥ ou'live in- bappy scenes,
and »I mupmar. bécause I am te-
thared - ~-t€i~«wﬂlows, prxests, and
bogs ayrd fehsi -

1 think the prmted sheet is ﬁne,
tecause #it” is ‘tender, and goes to
sooth and: suppfe the heart.

“T'mean’ to set out on Wednes-
day, June 2nd, to spend that day
with a. quOﬂdaln clergyman about
ten miles off, a. Mr. Hammond,
who fled for freedom from esta-
blished creeds and rituals to our
land of liberty, and now shines
with peculiar lustre. Thence I
proceed by easy stages to Birm-
ingham by Saturday night. 1
shall be free from all engagements
by Thursday, and intend. to get
home 'the "I‘uwesduy or Wednesday
night followiny,
ndt: be miferripted by illngss.
am, dedrSir, with' truest esteem,
Moy uﬂemmnate‘ly ours,

R. RoBiivsoN, miserably hoarse.

Pray God Im‘;{
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Huntington,
" Bristol, Nov. 16, -—86

Rev’d Fatherin the Lord,—grace,

_mercy & peace be with thee,
If God permit and you approve
I will onour your pulpit next
Thursday evening—onour it I say
—with the person of the vilest sine
ner that everhv’d——and In posses
sion of a Hope that can never die.
If you want to know my peddi.
gree—1 am by Birth a Beggar, by
practice a devil, by trade a coal-
hever, by professmn———-and posses-
sion a sinner saved, by principul

a stiff decenter, and one of God’s
own making, for it was he alone
that call’d, ordained:me, & sent
me out———and he has bin my -bish-
op, my tuter, iny provider and my
defence e¢ver since—else 1 had
bin kill'd or starv’d long ago—If
you or your people are fond of the
origginal languages—of eloquince
—orratory—or grammer, I am the
man that can disapoint them all.
But if apostolick ignorance will
sute them—they ‘will go mnigh 'to
gleen a few sctaps of that sort—
but my degrees will promis nothing
further than that. Butto’ inform
my Rev’d Father a little about my
iregularities—I am in my’ prayers
very short—in my sermons’short
also—unless the master attends
the feast. If so and the cruse gets a
spring ofoylin it~—then I generally
drop all thoughts of working by
the day—nor can I give 1t up
until I have emtied the whole con-
tent—tho’ I know I shall getno
more without much knocking and
a deal of calling at miercies door.
This T call liberality—and am
vain enough to-think that it'ig fur.
vant - charity—and, thdt Cliarity
which if apl§éd é¢oversa multitude
of sins—and no wonder when we
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bold forth freely the blood and

righteousness of him that cleansit

from all the guilt of sin—and the
robe that covers all the remains
of sin. . Rev’d father, God bless
you—abundant happyness, com.

fort and sucksess attend bouth you

Essay on Protestant Nonconforinity.

and Pyo:\_u famjly and your flock,
while. I remain, tho unknown,
affectionately yl()urs, - '

Wu. HUNTINGTON.,

The Rev’d Mr. Parsons,
Claverton Street, Bath.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

L )

Essay on the Relation betwéen
Protestant Nonrconformity and
nonconformity to the Weorld.

o w-aSept.EH), 1813.
Ex 78 noeug 8x ciot.

The attempt to produce unity
of faith and worship by means of
comrpulsion, would seem to. be
one of the wildest measures which
ever originated in the mind of
man. Itis easy to perceive that
such a scheme, ¢ven when most
successful, can reach no further
than the language and the con-
duct; and - cannot fetter the
thoughts. The result of it may

be temporary concoerd in igne- -

rance or hypocrisy 3 but s final
mnflience - cannot be auspicious
even to the cause which- it is de-
signed to serve. It can only pro-
mote some presenty some momen-
tary benefit. In no age, except
in. one in which it would be need-
less, an age of total darkness and
barbarism, could it answer its in-

tended purpose. - '
- We may well: be astonished
that any efforts-of this kind should

have been made since the revival
of learning in Europe. But His.
tory ‘records the fact. Dauring
the reign of perhaps the most pro-
fligate monarch who has filled the
English throne, a pretended zeal
for the honour and welfare of the
ecclesiastical establishment, dice

~of Mr. Locke, tdtbé,cb‘m‘.éh and

tated the famous Act of Uniform.
ity, which took effect on August
24, 1662. T
By the provisions of it the cler-
gy were obliged, in the words of
an historian who had no partiality
for the seceders,® ‘¢ either to re.
linquish their divings or to _sign the
articles required of them:” and
this writer confesses™ that ©¢the
terms of subscription "had  been
made strict and rigid, on purpose
to disgust all the zealous and scru-
pulous among the‘Prng{g‘terians,”
(so he incorrectly styles them
““ and deprive them of ;hei_r]iyin{g§.
What was the issue? 'I'will state
it in my author’s language, thst
there may be no suspicion of ex-
aggeration. ‘° About two thov-
sand of the clergy, in one day,
relinquished their curesy and, to
the astonishment of the court,
sacrificed their interest to their
religious tenets.”? That day was
what he calls tke fatal St. Bar-
tholomew, already signalized In
the annals of persecution, already
stained by the treacherous massa-
cre of the Protestants at Paris
ninety years before.
Fatal it might- justly be deno-
minated: it was so, inthe opiniol

ad

£

'* Hume's Hist. &c. Vol, VIL. (1799)
384. -
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to religion., Theejected ministers
were not only the most popular;
but the holiest and most useful of
the clergy. For the body of the

people to be deprived of their la-_

pours and examples, was a na-
tional affiction and disgrace. It
js the prerogative, however, of
the Supreme Ruler that he can, in
the most effectual: manner, bring
good from events which human
beings are inclined to regard as
unmixed evils. By the Act of
Uniformity the interests of religi-
ous freedom and virtue have been
ultimatelyadvanced : the excellent
men to whom T have alluded were
the fathers of Protestant dissent.
There is no ‘quality by which
these venerable confessors appear
to have been so much distinguished
as superiority ‘to the world.  In
quitting their benefices they bad
shewn that-they could resist its

stites, when -'conscience chal-

lenged their allegiance': after they
bad quitted thém, tkey were call-
ed’to encounter the frowns of men,
and terors and sufferings for the
sake of truth. Very few: out of
this large number returned to the
bosom' of the Establishment: very
few were content to remain long
or altogether in silence and inac:
tivity. < They esteemed, and right-
ly ~esteenred, it their duty to
préacliy as they were able, even
though* fimes and imprisonments,
and bdnds and cruel mockings
awgited’' them in c€onséquence.
Theirgoverning maxim was, “ We
ought to ‘obey God rather than
men.” © Accordingly, though their
temporal situation was commonly
meati, and often indigent; though,
&y be sapposed, they were
ftequently incapsble of providing
threir fanities— with - bread for the
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passing day, and still less for the
morrow, though, in not a ‘few
cases, they wére pursued, Tike
criminal outcasts and’ fugitives,
from town to town and village to
village, and were compelled to
leave their homes, not knowing
whither they were to go, yet with
the faith of the patriarch, whom
in situation they resembled, they
‘““endured as seeing him who 18
invisible.”> Thus, they kindled a
refulgent light, which is far from
having been obscured through suc-
cessive years. Had they possessed
those superior advantages for the
study of the scriptures with which
their descendants have been fa-
voured, it is probable that they
would have abandoned some of
their sentiments on articles of dis-
cipline and doctrine. Inrespect,
however, of moral, of devotional,
of Christian excellence, they are
among the foremost of those ttus-
trious spirits of whom the ‘world
was not worthy. | S
~ The bond then: which unites
Protestant dissent and &4 dissent
from the maxims snd manners
that charadcterize the generality ‘of
men, is reltZious prineiple, - I'am
far from even intimating thdt this
principle may not be foumd: in
numbers of the conformists to an
established church. But I mean
to say that 1t must inflaence the
minds- and the lives of comsistent
dissenters, because, as their pro-
fession of religion is at least unmat.
tended by temporal advantages, it
were difficalt, perhaps impossi-
ble, to discover’ any inferior rea-
son for their separation.. Now'it
is precisely  énraccount of their
devout and censcientious attache
ment té what they regaurded  as
the suggestivns of ‘duty, that out
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nonconformist forefathers are en-
titled. to our véneration.
. "But although the relation be-
tween Protestant dissent and dis-
sent from whatever is criminal,
frivolous, and of hurtful tendency
in the customs of the world, con-
sists in religious principle, it ought
to be shewn in what manner reli-
gious principle opecrates to pro-
duce and aid both.

Nonconformity to an ecclesi-
astical establishment is, or should
be, a religious act. Itisa case
in which we render unto God the
things that we owe to God.
Nothing political, nothing civil,
invites us to dissent. Such con-
siderations cannot govern those
who voluntarily support their own
forms of worship, while they also
contribute to the support of modes
of faith and prayer which have the
exclusive patronage of the state.
Protestant  dissenters  separate
themselves from the mass of the
people, that they may offer what
they look upon as a purer homage,
that they may attend with greater
effect to subjects which concern
their everlasting peace: they sepa-
rate themselves through a rational
fear that rellgnon will be corrupted
and deeply injured by the interfer-
ence of human authority with its
solemn requisitions. If their non.
conformity then do not engage
them to be strictly religious, that
is, if it do not render them in a
just sense nonconformists to the
world, they are chargeable with
gross inconsistency ; and the sine
cerity of their avowed principles
will be suspected, even 1if the
falsehood of them cannot be de.
monstrated.

. Here it may be asked, Are there
no instances of what we might
call hereditary dissent? None

Essay an Prolestant Nonconformity.

of families and individuals : ¢on.
tining to secede. from a church
established by law, becanse their
fathers thus seceded befare them}
I shall not deny: that there may be
some examples of the kind : habit
has always & mighty and_often an
unfelt dominion . over men. But
where every temporal. motjve s
thrown into one scale, and whare
nothing but the .force of custom
welohs in the ,ch,er, the former,
as facts may teach us, will usually
prevail..

Protestant duss.en& caxmo; be
maintained where it is. -enfirely or
in a high degree. unaccompanied
by the splnt of yital,, fervent, and
active religion. If i{ be. only no.
minal, it will qu;ckly sink either
in an lndLﬂ'erepce to all religious
principles, . or_jn. an unreflecting,

perhaps a bigoted confprmity.fo

establlsbed prastices, and, teusts.
Devotion, bgnﬁwfenm. and. haly
zéal must uphqld; the gause of
nonconformity, . principles
on which it res,(s, abgwgygr tige
and importent, must pat be. che-
rished as merely spgqulame pre-
positions.

A life of strict rp.hg;gn,g the
happiest which a _man. can Jead,
was the life of our nqncpnfmmm
forefathers ; this, the  agquisitien
which they sought pnd ganped-
If we follow their example, we
shall not simply advance our
dearest personal Merest#, blﬂ
shall secure and .extend, tbﬁ.cl;ﬁd“
of the dissent which thaey testnﬁqd
and of which their. posterity, ¥
may be presumed, asg desirous of
being considered, s, the enlighten-
ed patrons. Let thoge %56@»4‘
ants rank ‘ameng the ang}mab
band of nenconformists ,to
world, by theix puncsuﬂhwm“@"
cret prayer, in famlly wotship, 1R
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atteridance on Christian ordinances
and on-the duties of social piet

-§ add a few words on the f;st
mst#mte of obedience to the claims
at‘onte of réligion and of Protes.-

-taft dissent. Punctuality on the
- part of congregations as well as of
ministers in public worship, tends
to cemént their mutual relation,
to render it ‘useful and happy, -and
js'indeed ati“act of justice on the
sidée of tacb” To tbe character of
- the partrcu!ar societies who exem-
“plify iit, and’ to that of the deno-
mmatlon under which they rank,
it is not a little honourable ; whx]e
the want of it lessens their respect.
ability and, with this, their capa-
city of doing good. All men, more-
over, need the dedication of no in-
eﬁmx,,dérable ‘portion of their time
‘to-"atts which are immediately
-Feligiods ;- in order that, by these
in&ahﬁ”“t%h cdres and vanities of
hifg- ‘may “be” reveWted ‘from  en-
gféssiﬂg - atte
"out péace. But I'am the advo-
date of {his regularity chiefly that
our ’ﬁbi’lédnfarmxty from the esta-
bﬁsbea ‘thurel’, may serve the
‘Pirpose of "refndermrv us superior
to tbe world, and that the enemies
‘of dissetit may not reproach us
with relaxation of principle and
‘#pronenéss to follow the thbught-
Res ‘moltitude, at the voice of
éﬁse“‘m luxury’ or pleasure,

'8¢ ifar as nonconformity draws
the eyes of men upon the separa-
‘tists, :i¢ i ' favourable to the ad.
vincement 6f ‘personal religion.
K84 niotive: to the more exem-
ﬁlaty&ﬂchhr
and ‘ﬁl’é zedilous ‘cultivation of the
Vi#ttds'of the Christian character.
Tﬁbughw enedver todo any thing
mbm “fot the sake. of our-beiilg

of diel, yet, when, for othier p

; “ﬂmh* attention is directed
VUL. viir. 4 z

.

> of re*hgnous duties p

us from this evil.
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towards us, we shall, surely, make

it our care that our deportment be

such as to endure the test of even
the most hostile and envious obser-
vation! Sects (as the several
classes of Dissenters are often
lightly and invidiously termed)
are not surveyed with indifference
by the persons in the midst of
whom they live. In the present
day many circumstances concur
to render them objects of thought ¢
and they will be considered “and
spoken of with increasing honour
by reflecting men in proportion
as 1t is found that their noncon
formity to the establishment, is
accompanied with an equally
scrupulous nonconformity to the
vanities of the age.

Nor has dissent any formidable
enemy except in the smiles, the
treacherous arts and the magic
influences of the world. In vain
has that world assailed it by argu-
mént or the appearance of argu-
ment: the principles of noncon-
formity are learnt in the school
of Christ and from the lessons of
his apostles. In vain have men
attempted to crush Dissenters by
persecution and by terrors : no ex=
ternal force can subdue. con.
science and religious principle.
But prosperity is more to be
dreaded by the separatist than the
blackest frowns or severest buffet.
ings of adversity.—Prosperity may
lull him into those dangerous
slumbers which- precede death:
it may inspire him with a sense of
safety which portends the near ap-
roach of ruin.

Rational, Cbristian noncon-
formity to the world, will preaerva
No fear of sin-
gularity, no loveof power, g jainand
leasure, will drdw aside™t ¢ truly

religious’ man from. .‘thie . strait
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path of truth and duty. Over
him religion will' have more coh-
troul than  Zonour has over men
who are of the world., |

N.

Improved Version.

SIR,

I find by a letter written lately
by Mr. Madge, in defence of what
Mr. Walpole calls the Unitarian,
and what is generally known by
the title of an Improved Versicn
of the New Testament, that in
consequence of the demand for this
publication a new edition willsoon
go to the press. I do not know
whether Mr. Madge was one of
the editors of this work, though I
am a subscriber to it and bhighly
approved of the plan on which [
understood it was to be executed.
But previously to a new edition
something seems due both to the
subscribers and to the public.
Of the persons who had the su.
perintendence of the publication
some ma¥ be dead, others removed
to an inconvenient distance, or
there may have been valuable ad-
ditions ‘- to ' the original number.
Now, Sir, I know no publication
in which the information I am
desiring can be so well commau-
nicated as in your’s, and I should
be much obliged to Mr. Madge,
who seems by his letters to be well
acquainted with the editors, or to
any other gemleman who “has the
mmeans of doing it, to inform the
numerous individuals interested
in this work as subscribers, and
the public at large, what is the
present state of the committee
which undertook the Improved
Version. A list of the original
committee would be acceptabls,

as from the two lists we may Sce

Book. lVorm.

learning in the *Colle-g

No. IX.

what changes have heen made by
time or othcr causes m it.
I rematn, Sir, |
~ Your’s respectfutly,
A SUBSCRIBER.

Book.-Woerm. No. IX.

SIR, Oct. 23, 1813.
There was printed - in 1793,

among the tracts of the Umt&nan
Book Society, ¢ A Désigned End
to the Socinian Controversy; or a
rational and plain Diseourse; to
prove that no other person but the
Father of Christ is God most
High,*? first printed in'1698. In
the preface to the édition ‘of 1793
it is justly regretted that thie  per
sonal history of the writer” is un.
known. It isadded, indéed, onthe
authority of Dr. Hickes, in 1695,
that among ¢ many heretical and
Socinian -bc‘)?oks seized and “stopt”
this was ¢ taken’ with its ‘aathor.”
I very ]a(elygamea ‘sotne addition.
al information on 'thissubject by
finding on a book:stalk the¥olow.
ing publication : i—A " Divine An-
tidote agatnst-a Deviltsh Poywn
or a scriptural-answer ‘o ‘an unti.
scriptural and ‘heretical pamphlet,
entituled, A Designed End ‘tb the
Socinian Controversie, wyitten by
John Smith. Answered by Fron-
cis Gregorys D. D. and Rector of
Hambleden in the County of Bucks.

London. 8vo. pp. 369.—1696.
Of Dr. Gregory Wood has given
the following account.- (Athen,

Oxon. Fastrir. 146.)

‘¢ Francis Gregory ‘of St. Mar 's
Hall was created . D.-Sept.
1661. This person ‘was ‘born at
Woodstock; édacited i gremimm'
eSchool ‘8t
Westminster, ‘in -atadehichl at
Cambridge, "whence “heé* rétarned
‘to Westminster, and wis e s
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under. Mr. Richard Busby. Af-

terwards he became master of the
free schogl in the town of his nati-
vity, and at Jength the first master
of the free school founded at Wit-
ney, after his majesty’s restoration.
At both which places, continuing
severp). years, he did much good
by his sedulous instruction. In
1@7_2,,91' thereabouts, he became
sector. of ilambleton, near Great
Wycomb. in  Bucks, and about
that . lgmp one of hls majesty’s
chaplains in ordinary., He hath
written (1) Etymologicum parvum,
&c. 1n usum, Schol. pub. Westmin.
Lond 1654. 8vo. (2) Instructions
concerning the Art of Oratory,
165_9, (3) Namenclgtura drevis
A@glp-Latmq-Gra’ca. (4) Ex-
es pf the Five Declensions of
u}lps. ., K5) Votirum Carolo :
ora welcome tQ his sacred majes-
ty th: es.. I}. 1660. This boak
consists. o£§qve:al €ppies of verses
mostly . made .by Mr. Gregory,
agdm ky his scholars at Wood-
Eﬂ) Tryal of Religi-
oqg, gv qaquons to the members
of the . Reformed Church against
%@,cugu to the Roman. 1674.
The Grand Presumptlon of
Roman Church in equalling
eJr traditions to the written
Word, pnd their jealoysies of
ﬁmﬁ es .ip refusing to admit
he Scriptures as the rule
fm‘ thﬁ ryal of their religion.
10735. i l;)lscourse upon the
Mamfestatlon o,f Chrlst to the
‘?“NpS. ;678. He hath also
extant [awong other sermons]
)The Gregorign dccount, or the
iritual Watch, preached to the
Spciety of the (:rejgorzes, d yvehmg
inand about the city of London,
.88 emted in_the church of

by M; I’s, Cornhill, lgth of
m;e, %.b%%, on Mark xiii. 37.
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(5) The Religioys Villain, preach-
ed before er Robert Clayton,
Lord Mayor of London, and the
Court of Aldermen, 5th Nov.
1679, on 2 Samuel xix. 3. 1680.
This Dr. Gregory is now (1695)
lxvmg at Hambleton, free from the
noise of a school.”

In Lycons’ Magna Brittannia
(1. 569) there is noticed as ¢ in
the parish church of Hambleden
a tablet for Dr. Francis Gregory,
rector, who died in 1707.”

As mottos ‘to the title-page of
the Divine Antidote are 2 Pet.
ii. 1. Epbes. iv. 14, and a Latin
sentence from Auoustme, express-

ng that the falthful believe not
heretics, but are curious to know
what may be replied to them. Al-
so a sentence in Greek, of Epipha-
nius, ascribing every heresy to an
cvil disposition and blindness, in-
flicted by the devil.

From these ornaments of his
title-page- and the profusion _of
Greek and Latin quotation from
the fathers, in his preface and
throughout the work, I am ready
to suspect Dr. Gregory of a design
to overwhelm John Smith with
learned lore, since be had disco-
verd him to be only an ““illiterate
mechanic.”” Butlet us hear the
learned doctor himself, in his ad«
dress

To the Christian Reader.

*“To shake the faith, angd stag-
ger the minds of orthodox Chris.
tians, touchingthe doctrine of the
glorious Trinity, there came out
a little book, which by mere acci-
dent I met w1th A book stuffed
with blasphemous falsehoods, too
much magnifying humane reason,
abusing the sacred word of God
denying the divinity of Lhrnst
and the personality of the Hol’y
Ghost. What censure its author
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deserves let authonty Judge ; ‘but
I will verture to say that ;be book
“itself doth both deserve and need
the tlames ; for ’tis so abominably
foul, that nothing can purge it,
. save only that Wthh consumes it
too. - This book was first ptt into

my hand by an eminent citizen of

London, who informed me, ¢ that
its author 1s by tradea clockmaker.’

This being so, it may be thought

a matter of no great credit for a

divine of the Church of England
to. dispute a point of faith against
an ' ilhterate mechanic.”  The
doctor reverts to the occupation
of John Smith in the Introduction
p-5. After mentioning ¢ Ebion,
and besides him that villian Cerin.
thus, who held and endeavoured
to propagate the same cursed opi-
nion,’” be asks who is ¢¢ this very
assuming Socinian champion?—
he calls himself, if his printer do
not nickname him, John Smith,
and trauly, as the poet obscrves,
contenicnt rebus nomena sgpe suis,
this person’s name 1is apposite
enough, and somewhat of kin to
his oecupation ; for lam informed
this_great undertaker and recon-
ciler 1s by trade a clockmaker,
and- therefore a man, in all proba.-
bilityy, who never had any thing
of a liberal and learned education ;
perhaps indced some little skill
in the mathematicks may be useful
to him in framing a clock, but in
his managing this great contro-
verted pointof divinity, as we do not
expect any mathematical ; so pei-
ther can we find any logical de-
monstration.”” Our learned doc-
- tor presently admires the ¢ un-
parallelld. presumption of
illiterate megbp,mck, who shou}d

rather bandle the smith’s hammer
He

than
adds,

the scholar’s pen.”
‘“ since in this unhappy age

Book. lVorm.

an
,book » -

N6 IX.

of ours, we ‘have ~ good ‘store” of
]ay-preachefs—-—who ‘withdut - any
steps and University degrees " pey
saltum leap from’ the sﬂopb&a‘rd
into the minister's pulpit—whe.
ther our clockmaker be 4 preaeher
or not, I cannot tell:>” - °

Dr. Gregory is'a’ polemtc of
the school ol Souﬁl rather than
of Tillotson. " During more than
a century, elapsed since his pub-
lication, he has scar’cely been ‘ex.
celled 1f even equaﬂed 48 A coiner
of opprobrious epithets. ~bserv-
ing his talent for caﬂmg ‘namés, [
have taken the' trouble’to coHect
them, and find thdt if“the course
of this volume, Fofinr Smiith i$ in-
vested with the following “titkes, -

<« Heretical tlocl&i‘nai@r——great
pretendér—snbtle’ s8phidta=illite.
rate mechanic—=foolish © Socinian
author — Socinian~ scribshler —
blind" beetlé“ “apron-’'schotlman
—-—mechamc (ﬁ*fﬂjé——é-ﬁ‘iﬁmg sCrib-
bler-—rank * Sociiida<—bokE" e
Lhamc——micrfﬁy Sophisterismigh.
ty dnspuian"f-—-cdxi‘ﬁdeﬁt“herét
our clockmaker—doting setibbler
—double hereticiibi¥d author—
Socinian babbler-Soeinidan pam-
phleteer—presuming the¢hamnid.”

Besides these: 'Edr‘ﬁpréhemivc
appellations John ‘Smith is - de-
scribed as ¢¢ unexpéctedly stared
up; though not dropt dowtiz4rom
the clouds :—a sofry artist if’ the
works of his #dnd,' in his own
craft, be not far-bétter' thafi- this
of his Izead if *he d¢ not use: his
comman too[s muth better than bis
pen; and’if’ the' ‘étions “of his
Springs, whee‘ls Wiid ¢locks, ‘benot
more regdla “4f@" tedé vhdn the
aroumeuts ‘ahd  aséevtioib wof his
Hig "bdokis" called 3
blasphemons” el | GhicH? & does
highly désérve ?'the!fitinesy ~what
censure soever tlis aithor may
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deserve.as to his person.” He s
charged svith™ ¢ barefaced impu-
dence.”. Of < learned men,”
whom. Dr. Gregory has quoted
against John Smith, the doctor
says, «¢ if we shall put them and
him into an -equal ballance, their
judgment will-as much outweigh
hisy, as Baw bell, or Great Tom
of meuln, or Christ church 1n
Oxford, would outwexgh the least
bell in any of this 'man’s clocks.”

-On this “sorry pamphlet” are
charged ¢ impertinent cavils—
assertions. false and impudent—

such-an. high _degree of blasphemy
guilty
This ¢ So.

-as po -good. map would be
of forall the world.”
cnman author, proceedmg without

y method’? is ¢ a man who
scarce brmas one probable argu-

mem—s-—au Antmomlan as well as a

Soeinian’—a. ¢ warthy gentle-

MgBe - and a ¢ seraphical divine,”
iyet, -bysunavoidable inference, a

46 squcy wretch,”” and one who
-“Frwants and. desexves a room in

- Bethlehem, or in some other mada-

~-ﬁause,’? o

- The k‘z}rned Dr.' Gregory,
'thtmgh, he :has so often referred to

‘the. reputed occupatnon of John

Smith, . cannot quit that favoarite
subject. .
-elpgks:'as Charles V. in bis mo-
“-nhsteryy.though unhappily the Dr.
1«does: not.appear, like the emperor,
wto have learned from them the
f?foHy tof. intolerance, for’
‘preface. he quotes wnth approba-
~tiod the - ¢¢ imperial laws”” agiinst
‘hbﬁetles, gd especaally the follow-
'*mg sepsidfany I\Ia,mchee be seen
"t withiin Lb&&nman cmpire let him
t 1pge bis; h,e;;d,.' He howeéver af-
Setits, tQLPﬁEF fugndly with John
M‘fﬁmnh.mgﬁ texad v;amﬂ him ¢ not
o the jprivate opinions of a
- few :particuilar men above the

‘being

.He 1s indeed as fond of

in his.
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oeneral Judgment of the Catholxc
church » he thus addresses him,
at the close of ks postcript.

¢ And now for a farewell, let
me recommend to you that coun=
sl of the Roman orator—artem,
quam qQuisque novit, eam exer-
ceat, and those vulgar proverbial

-speeches, ne sutor ultra crepidam,

and tractent fabritia fabri; since
the wisdom of nations is said to
lie much in their proverbs, it will

‘be your prudence to goverri your-

self by these ; the meaning where-
of is this : that every man should
exercise that art only which he
well understands; that a shoe-
maker should not presume to go
beyond his last; that‘a smith
should deal with those materials
and tools only, which are proper
for his vocation. -And since your
name is Smith, and as T am cre-
dibly informed, your employment,
that of a clockmaker, is
somewhat suitable thereunto ;- you
may do well to lay aside’ the use
of pen, ink, and paper, in order
to the writing of books ;  and to
take up the hammer, or use- the
anvil ; to mind the springs; wheels
and movements’ of your: clocks,
to leave the lnterpretatflon of scrip-
tures, and the decision:: of icontro-
versies, to learned men who are
able to manage them’ a’great deal
better.”

Wheéther Dr. Gregory proved
himself, on this océasion, one of
those leamed men,  or whether:
John Smith does not appear in
the comparison to have been a
scribe well instructed, and if he
really were a mechanic and illi-
terate, yet' ‘scripturally learn’d
withoul the schools, I shatl enqmre

',m my next’ namber,

VERM IC ULUS
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Myr. Palmer on the Appellation
| ¢¢ Socinsan.”’

Hackney, Neov. 10, 1813,
SiIR, |

The reviewer of my pamphlet
in your last number does not, in
my apprehension, give a fair or
correct view of my argument;
and many of my readers, both
orthodox and heterodox, differ
from him in their opinion of the
publication, thinking that I have
fully proved my point, that ¢¢ Dr.
Watts was not a Socinizan,’’ nor,
in your sense of the term, a Uni-
torian. 1 mean not, however, to
occupy any of your pages with a
«controversy on the subject, but
shall content myself with referring
the maitter to the impartial judg-
ament-of such of your readers as
Jhave seen or may yet see my per-
formance. If any onc of them
should think fit to answer it, with

his name, I may poassibly attempt

A defence, .with the addition eof
something that 1 have in recserve,
.or .confess myself mistaken.

All that I at present intend is,
to offer a few words to vindicate
the application of the term Soc:-
ntem to your *“sect.” 1Itis never
weed by me as ““a term of re-
pxoach,’’ nor do I think it often
.is by -others.
be ¢ offensive’’ to any of you I
-cannot conceive.  Though you
differ in ‘'some particulars from
Secinus, his character is still in
high estimation among you. See
Jhis Life by Dr. Toulmin. What
thongh he believed more than you
de, ‘it cannot for .that reason be
.reproachful to you to be called by
his name. Indeed your difference
from him is only in some of the
least considerable points: as to
the capital articles in which he

done.

And why it shouyld

Mr. Palmer an the Appellation ¢ Socinian.”

differed from the generality of
Christigos in his day, you agree
with him. | |

Upon the principle of your re.
viewer, and some of your corres.
pondents, scarcely any denoming.
tion of professing Christians cap
with propriety be called after their
leaders. Very few, for instance,
of those called Adrians (a term
which your writers often use) will
allow, I presume, that they
entirely agree with Arius. Nor
will the modern Calvinists suyb.
scribe to every thing maintained
by Joka Calvin, though they are
far from thinking his pame ¢,
reproach.” - Mhy thenp. should
your ¢ sect” (I .mean no offence
adopt) be so much. offended at
being called Socinians? Be as-

sured, there js uo danger of it

being misunderstood, 9 your dis.
advantage, sipge it is. geperally
known that you do not ¢ idolize
Christ,” .as Spcinys is said to have
~ And.the objection that the
term is ‘¢ ambiguous’’ is altoge.
ther groundless, sipce every one
knows what is meant by it.

Your friends chuse. rather to be
called Unitarians. But this ap-
pellation cannot be .yielded up to
them, because this certainly is
ambiguous.  Accordingly Mr.
Merrival noticed it in his corres-

pondence .with Dr. Lardper, who

did not vouchsafe to satisfy him

in what sepse he used it with re-

spect to Dr. Watts. (See the
quotation at the clgse of your
review of Mr. Lindsey’s Life.)
Though it is true all Socinians
are Unitarians, the term cannot
be appropriated to them  exclu-
sively, since there are other sects
who claim it, and haye .gn.equsl
right to it. Yours’ therefore
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must be content to be called So-
cinians till they conirive some
other nanre which shall be expresa
sive of their distinguishing opinis
ons, and then the former shall no
jonger be used by your respectful
correspondent.

S. PALMER.

A

Strictures on a recent publication
of Mr. Palmer’s. No. I.

SIR, Nov. 2d, 1813.

I cannot be astonished that dif-
ferent religious societies are eager
for the honour of enrolling under
their séveral banners the name of
Dr. Watts. $¢ Such he was,”
said Johnson, ¢ as every Chris-
tian church would rejoice to have
adopted.” Yet while I give full
credit to Mr. Palmer* for the
sincérity and-zeal with which he
enters on the -task of vindieating
the suspected orthedoxy of a fa-
vourite divine, I camnot compli+
mént him on the success of -his
unlertaking. -te stumbles at the
very -thresholds His title-page is
at ence needlessly offensive and
glaringly incorrect. Who has
affirmed that Dr. Watts was . a
Socinian® Lardner attests that
‘“the last sentiments’” of this
very éxcellent man, ‘° were com-
pletely Unitarian:” and what
Lﬂtﬂner meant by Unétarian—
how earefully and precisely he
disériminated between the opini-
ons- 80 dernonfinated "and those
which - characterized -Socinus and
the “Polish - brethren-—is evident
to--every ireader of his works.t
Nf’l‘ !s Watts classed by Mr.

Rt 4» S“,I
recent pamphlet entitled

“Ibf % b‘ﬁ no ‘Socinian.”
1’ 8@& ¢éisccml§ vol. x. 619, &c.

e

theological and literary
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Belsham,] among Socinians.
The catch-words therefore which
stand at the head of Mr. Palmer’s
pamphlet, have no just relation
to the matter in dispute. I this
gentleman plead (27) that the
term Socinian is less ambiguous
than Unitarian, I must deny the
fact. Mr. Palmer is accurauwely
acquainted (few men more so0)
with the appellations. by which
the respective bodies of professing
Christians are distinguished : ‘he
is aware (no man more perfectlyi)
that the attempt to fix wpon awmy
one of those bodies a denomina-
tion which they disavow, which
they maintain to be altogether
inappropriate, and which in maost
instances has an invidious object
and application, is a species of
persecution. Granting that he
has proved Dr. Watts to have
been no Socinian, he has not, of
course proved, in contradiction
to Lardner, that he was mo ,Unita-
rign. Undoubtedly, there .is a

description of persons who will

take a livelier inserest in this series
of letters, when they glance on
the sentence in the very front.of
it; wupon this set of men, -the
slaves of ignorance and prejudice,
wonders are wrought by the wwa-
gic energy of mames; hence - the

antipath¥es of some and . the pre.

possessions of others are awakened
in a moment. Bot these, 1 pre-
sume, are maot the readers .on
whose favour Mr. Palmer calow-
lates, and to whom he addresses his
labours.

On consulting a former pabli-
catlon of this gentleman ’s§ I learn

P DD Wy .
St e Y

1+ Memoirs of Lindsey, 217.
Postcript, 44, 45.
Life of Watts by Dr. J ohnian.

With NO‘CS’ &ac, 96, &co



716 Strictures on a recent Publication of Mr. Palmer’s.—~No. T..

that a writer in the Monthly Re-
view, Feb. 1782, had spoken of
Dr. Watts’s change of opinion,
¢¢ with respect to some points of
what is called orthodory, as un-
deniable,” as “ well known? to
Lardner, and by him communi-
cated to the late excellent My,
Merivale of Exeter, from whose
mouth ¢ the reviewer immed:ately
received i1t.”” This identical com-
munication to Mr. M. it would
seem, has recently been printed,
for the first time, in Belsham?’s
Memoirs of Mr. Lindsey. Asit
was extracted thence 1n a late
number of the Repository, there
is no necessity for my transcrib-
ing it: though the date of it does
not appear, and though I am nei-
ther able nor concerned to say
why Dr. Priestley (8) withheld
from the world the letter of Mr.
Merivale’s in which it is contain-
ed, I nevertheless, without hesi-
tetion, admit its genuineness. My
present inquiry will be, whether
Mr. Palmer has invalidated the
testimony of Lardner: and I shall
hope to shew hereafter that it is
confirmed by strong presumptive
evidence arising from passagesand
documents in the worthy author’s
pamphlets on this subject. ’

He has presented ¢ The Rev.
Joseph Smith, of Manchester,”’
and the public with five letters.
The first is introductory. Ia the
second and third an attempt is
made to repel Dr. Lardner’s testi-
mony as insufficient : and positive
evidence of the orthodoxy
Watts is professedly adduced in
the fourth and fifth.

All the objections, Mr. Editor,
which  the Letter-writer urges
against the testimony of Lardner,
meay be resolved into the follow-
mng: that this witness had not

of

read the whole of Dr. Watts’s 1na.

nuscripts; that his communica.

tion to Mr. Merivale is destityte
of accuracy and precision; that
the substance of it is little more
than positive assertion made angd
repeated ; that 1t is far from being
decisive of Watts having renoune-
ed the doctrine of Christ’s pre.
existence ; that 1t leads to some
conclusions which the character
of this celebrated man refutes;
that it is not consistent with twy
books which he printed withip
that number of years of his de-
cease, with informration sent by
Dr. Jennings to Dr. Doddridge,
and with other facts and dates;
that the worthy family with whom
Dr. Watts resided, did not under-
stand that he was become an
Unitarian; and that Mr. Neal
(partial to his own opinion, as he
was in the sentiments of his uncle
Lardner) would mnatuarally make
the most of what dropped from
the lips of Dr. Watts.

(1.) It is alleged (14) that
Lardner ¢¢had not read ALy Dr.
Watts’s M.SS. for he says that bis
nephew only shewed him soME of
them, consequently he can scarce-
ly be admitted as a thoroughly
competent judge.” |

Now, Sir, the decision of the
author of the Credibilety, &c. on
this matter, was formed not merely
from those of the M.SS. which he
had read, but, moreover, from
his conversations with his near
relation Mr. Neal, who was oné
of the executors, who had pos-
session of the papers, who, do“!’“
less, was well acquainted with
their contents, and who, though
he did not ¢ chuse to meddle with
them”* just upon the death of

* Palmers Appendix te Johnson®
Life of Watts, | ‘




Strictyres on a recent Publication of Mr. Palmer's.—No. I. 717

Watts, a.fterwatds submxttedthem
to .the inspection and dis-
osal of the Drs. Jenmngs and
%oddndg_e,, Mr. Palmer himself
has not seen ALL the M.SS. of
this popular divine. Yet from
soMe which have subsequently
been laid before the world, he in-
fers, in his Lettersr(31,32) and in
another work+, that the Doctor’s
unpublished papers afford much
“the same cxplanations of the
Deity of Christ and the Spirit>’
with those given iIn the pieces
which he hunself‘ last printed.
“ The sum of which is that Christ
is a divine person in consequence
of the in~dwelling of the Father,
and that the Holy Spirit is God
as being the power or active ener-
gy of the Deity.””f But had not
Lardner an equal right with his
censor to ded’uce an mference colla
cerning the tenor of ail the M.SS.
from his pernsal of some of them,
—such, for example, as the So-
lemn Addre.;s, &c.? 'Thus far at
least, is ke not as ¢ thoroughly

compeient a judge

(2) hese letters of Dr. Lard.-
ner,” adds Mr. P. (14) ¢ are not
witten in a ‘mapner very credit-
abl¢ to him, but discover some.
thing, like that zmbeczlzty which he
reports of .Dr. Watts. They are
certain]y destitute of that accuracy

dpremsxon by which his writ-
Ings in general are distinguished,
o that it is not easy to gather
iy clear consistent ideas from
them.” .

The testunonx of this respect-
able man, I a.dimt, is concise;
fOl‘ itis a SImPfestatementnf what
he bei‘;eved to be a fact. Even

Pglmer acknowledges (p- 19>,

that :t 1y ¢ accomyamed thh CiT=

T Hn‘&- . 4‘*%

t Appendix, &c. 1 Ib.
VYOL, VIII. 5a

cumstantlal ewdence, ” and where
is the difficulty of gaining * clear,
consistent ideas’’ from the declar-
ation that ¢¢ Dr. Watts’s last
thoughts were completely Unita-
rian?>  Who can doubt that
Lardoner affixed an accurate and
precise sense to the word, and
never confounded it with the term
Sucinian 2

(3) But we are told (ib.) that
¢“ the prooF of what he asserts is
very defective.  Here is little
more than positive assertion made
and repeated that Dr. Watts was
an Unitarian, without defining the
sense, in which (as Mr. Merivale
justly observed) there is some am-
biguity.”

¢¢ Mr. Merivale was very well
aware in how strict a sense the
Doctor* gencrally used it.”> Why
then should he have suspected
that his correspondent deviated
from this strictness in the present
instance? Or why should Mr,
Palmer, who can be no stranger
to Lardner’s writings, consider the
word Unitarian as ambiguous?
At any rate, it is equivalent, in
this connection, with Antitrinita=
rian; though the very valuable
person upon whom the ambiguity
is charged, was accustomed to
employ the name 1n a less general
signification.

(4) In the letter wrxtersjudg--_
ment, Dr. Lardner’s testimony is
far from being decisive of Walts
havmg given up the tenet of

‘Christ’s pre-existence (15). Sure-

ly, even the former of the two
communications should have ob-
viated all doubts upon this point.
Mr. Merivale having mentioned,
in his correspondence with La;;i__
ner, the dlﬂiqugty of fixing Bis-
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own sentiments with regard to the
person of Christ, though he had
before. thought the doctrine of his
pre-éxistence sufficiently proved
by Dr. Clarke, Dr. Watts, and
others, his venerable friend replies,
6% 1 think Dr. Watts never was an
Arian, to his honour be it spoken.”
(9). This answer, Sir, taken in
connection with the sentences pre.
ceding it, appears to mme abun.
dantly explicit and satisfactory.
However, as Mr. M. was desirous
of still further information, and a
yet stronger assurance, Lardner
opens to him the sources whence
the intelligence had flowed, name.-
ly, Mr. Neal’s conversation and
"hi own perusal of some of the
M.SS. Supported by this evi-
dence, he hesitates not to affirm,
Di. WATTS’S LAST THOUGHTS
WERECOMPLETELY UNITARIAN,

It is not a little remarkable,
Mr. Editor, that the Solema Ad-
dress, &c. maintains a profound
silence concerning the pre-exist-
ence of Jesus Christ (12). This
most interesting comgosition Mr.
Palmer reprinted in his edition of
Johnson's Life of Watts: and 11
may well afford occasion for seve-
ral ‘observations, and awaken

many a tender sentiment in the

feéling mind. At a future time,
I shall assign reasons for believing
that this paper and one¢ or two of
a similar complexion, which Lave
not seen the ligﬁt_, were sume of
the 'mangScriP,ts perused by Dr.
Lardner, and that to these he
p’/rin,cipa.(ly referred. For the pre-
sent, I content myself with quot-
ing from the Solemn dddress, &c.
the following sentences om the
person of our Lord,
- ¢ Lbeligve .
Christ to be all.sufficient for the

o v

these Letters (19, 20),

thy only Son' Jeius

God and man, to which thou hast
appointed him. I believe he is g
man, in whom dwells all the full.
ness of the Godhead bodily. 1
believe he is one with God ; he is
God manifested in the flesh; and
that the man Jesus is so closely
and inseparately united with the
true and eternal Godhead, as to
become one person, even as the
soul and body make one man.”}
] invite the readers of Mr,
Palmer’s pamphlet te compare
this extract with Dr. Lardner’s
testimony. “Although the lan-
guage of Watts may not be tech.
nically correct, it is clear enough
that he was in truth no 'Frinita.
rian. - Noris this theology Arian-
z2sm 1n any of its modifications.
(6) Was Dr. Watts then an
Unitarian (in Mr. Palmer’s less
accurate phraseology a Sacinian)
without his knowledge? ¢ Can
a severer reflection,’” asks this
author, ‘‘ be cast upon his under-
standing?” (20) There would be
some pertinency in the question,
if the world had never heard of
men -of acknowledged talents, of
freedom of inquiry, and of exem-
plary diligence, who, neverthe-
less, inconsciously embraced sen:
timents which they fondly endea-
voured to reconcileto the prejudices
and feelings of their earlier years,
and to the popular namesindicating
which they exptessed a great dis-
like ¢ and even horror,” Thisis
no uncommon gase : and it has
been well stated and applied by
Mr! Belsham in a passage the
greater part of which is cited in

3 43 a“lp‘\ved
aversion te. Socinignism, i 30
¢¢ I shauld think it most natural,

But Watts bad an

+ Lsﬂ; qf”Watts,’ ch.”g.a‘.zqs)* 103
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‘réasons his vindicator (20), ¢ to
tnfei that he was far from embrac.
ing it.”” Parcior esto: the words
Socinianism ‘and Socinian, Mr.
Palmer khows, have long been
"e‘mpio ed as theological scare-
crows : and that man has no very
intimate acquaintance with his
ownh'mind and with human nature,
who is ignorant that our antipa-
thie$ to naimes, are among the
last which we overcome. To proper
Socinianism—the thing no less
than the denommatlon—-—Dr. Watts
imght, not lmprobably, be averse :
nor have we evidence that he
adopted the characteristic opinions
of Socinus and his followers.
Now, ¢ the Unitarian system,”’
S‘ir, does not. comprehend those
opinions; it was taught and re-
ceived centuries before tﬁe had
an'existence. And, were it not 1l-
logical and invidious to ,compare
w:th Deism (21) any system in-
cluding a belief in Ttevelation, I
might add that the professor of
Unitatianism has not more senti-
ménts than the Calvinist* in“com.
mon with a Deist. |

1f Dr. Watts, argues Mr. P.
(16), ¢ had becomée a complete
Uhu,a.naﬁ and had he been very
désirous to promote that opinion,
he would have been very explicit
in tenouncing his former senti-
ments on these points, and very
fall in statin, hxs objections against
ther ; mdeé% as an honest man,
he should have given positive or-
ers to his executors to publish
whiat he had written on these his
new sentiments, which it is plain
ftom his will he did not.”

We .fendunce eriror, Mr. Edi-
tor, whén we state and defend
.fr'u‘th. The contents of the So-

® Mon. Rep. viii. 300.

‘in the same number of

lemn Address, &c. are a sufficrent
proof of the honesty of Waltts's
mind. It is a ¢‘very explicit”
and “‘very full”” disclosure of
those objections by which-he was
affected. But to oppose the di-
rect testimony of Lardner by spe-
culations upon what Dr. Watts.
might or should have done, is not
to ‘reason legitimately and con-
clusively.

(6) This testlmony is further
pronounced inconsistent wlth two
books which Dr. W. prmted w1tb-
years of
his_decease (10,. 21). And it is
readily conceded, Sir, that, ac-
cording to the analysm of these
works which Mr. Palmer has given
in his notes on Johunson’s Life of
‘Watts,* the pre.existence of Christ’s
humman soul is there asser(ed
But the inquiry before us, we
should always remember, is, what
‘were the last thoughts of this ce-
lebrated nonconformist divine?
Now I am as much at liberty to
assume that the Solemn Address,
&c. was drawn up after the pubh—
¢ation of the Important Questions,
&c. and the Glory of Christ, &e.
as the author of the Letters is to
take for granted that it had a priory
date. The truth is that the Ad-
dress was framed by Dr. Watts on
a review of what he had written
in the Controversy In this there-
-fore we are far more likely to dis-
cover his last thoughts than jn any
former piece, not to insist on the
more than possibility of his chang.
ing his sentiments within even two
years.  If these threq doguments
be carefully examined and mu-
tually compared, the co arison
will corroborate inste unp ugn-
ing the testnmony of ia rdner.

. 57--91.
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(8) ¢ But it so happens,” sub.
joins Mr. P. (22) *‘ that we have
decisive proof that ‘what Dr.
Watts wrote and left in manuscript,
on the points about which he had
given up his early opinions, was
written some years before kis de-
cease. For theproof of this I refer
to a letter of Dr. Jennings to Dr.
Doddridge, in which hesays, ¢< I
believe we shall not have near so
much trouble in publishing the
Doctor's M.SS. as 1 expected,
when he acquainted me with his
design of committing them in part
to my care, which was three or
four years ago.” He adds, ¢for
since then he has published most
of the M.SS. he designed for the
press.’” These were doubtless the
two volumes mentioned above,
both of which are dated 1740 %
(23).

This argument 1s urged by the
letter.writer with apparent tri
umph, To convertit into decistve
proof, he should have shewn,
first, that by most of the M.SS.
Dr. Jennings meantAEEL OF THEM;
next, that ** the two volumes men-
tioned above,” included most of
those M.SS. and lastly, that it
was utterly improbable Watts
should have written any thing on
the subjeot of the Trinity at a yet
more advanced period of his life,
As long as the Solemn Address,
&c. is in existenee, the proba-
bility will be on the other side.

(8) Still Mr. Palmer cannot
reconcile Lardner’s testimony with
other facts and dates: I will quote
his own words (10):. .

¢ Dr. Lardner says that Dr.
Watts was & Unitarianh several
years before his death. Thisdoes
not agree with the most prevalent
report, which is that he changed
his sentiments but a few years be«

it

fore he dled and this, if he be.
came a Uni tarnan at ally rsby far
the most probable.”

On this step of the reasoning I
shall only observe thatthe express
testimony of such a man as Lard.
ner, is, in my eyes, highly de-
serving of regard, even though it
contradict ‘¢ the most prevalent
report.”” Are there not numerous
cases in which ™r. Palmer de.
clines giving to report the name
of evidence? |

He goes on (ib.)——*¢it is an
undeniable fact that Dr. Watts
himself published several thmgs
upon this very subject, viz, the
Trinity and the person of Christ,
within the two last years of hxs
life, and it is incredible that in
these his Unitarianism should not
have appeared, especxally if he
was so very desn'ous as 1s said,
to promote that opinion.”

For several years, as is admitted
on both hands, Watts had thought
and written and prmted’ much on
the Trinitarian controversy. Itis
further agreed that his opinions
respecting this doctrine, had varied
for some time from the popular
ideas. Now, in perfect consist-
ence with this representatlon and
with a strict examination of the
books which he - composed and
published, Lardner states that for
several years Dr. Watts had been
an Umtdnan, but that his last
thoughts were completc?y Umta.
rian.

But wby Mr. Palmer should
ask (11) did Dr. Lardner approve
the suppression of the posthumous
papers? Why does he exculpate
the executors, who did not think
them “¢ fit for pubhcatmn ” |

My answer is in Lardner’s own
language: ¢¢I was of opinion,”’
e remarks to his nephew (13),
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¢ tbat Dr. Watts was unable to
recommend his new sentiments to
‘the public, because he had never
been used to a proper way of rea-
soning on such a subject. So it
proved.”

'The meaning of this last sen=
tence Mr. Palmer does not com.-
rehend. But I am astonished
that he should feel any difficulty
in understanding it, Mr. Meri.
vale’s correspondent declares that
the fact was agreeable to his cone
jectures ; he believed that Watts
‘“ had never been used to a proper
way of reasoning on such a sub-
ject:>* and the sight of the papers
confirmed his judgment.

Very eminent as were the learn-
ing and " assiduity, the genius and
talents of Dr. Watts, it is certain
that in closeness of scriptural T€w
search and reasoning on the per-
son of Christ, he is extreme]y in-
ferior to Lardner. A comparison
of the celebrated Letter on the
Logos with any one of Watts’s
publications in this controversy,
will decide the point. Lardner,
free from the fetters of human
schemes and systems, interprets
scripture by scripture ; while the
great and good man with whom I
am contrasting him, is principally
employed in an attempt to recon-
cile offensive sentiments to popular
thaseology The one writes with
the ralional confidence . of a-man
who has discovered truth in all its
beautiful simplicity; in the other
Iperceive a  devout and virtuous,
40 inquisitive and candid mind
Strugehing with the prejudices of
"‘"ly youth. Though I heartily

Wish that all his M.SS. had been
Printed, I cannot wonder at so
accOmphshed a divine as Lardner
‘ﬂlrmmg that Dr. Watts bad
"ever been used to a proper way

of reasoning on such a subject,
and was therefore unable to re-
¢ommend his sentiments to the
world : his powers were various
and -superior ; but it was not in
controversial theology that he disa
played his strength.

(@) That the worthy family
with whom he resided did not sup-
pose that he was become an Uni-
tarian (25), may be allowed.
They might not have read all orx
most of " his M.SS. and even if
they had, they were not *¢ so tho-
roughly competent judges’’ of
their contents as Lardner. |

(10) Nor can I discover any
good cause of -arraigning Mr.
Neal’s judgment or impartiality in
this affair (25, 26). Does aman’s
partiality to his own opinion, ina
capacitate him for being a witness
te a fact? The common rules of
evidence, Mr. Editor, must be
set asxde before this prmc:ple can
be established. Neal’s testimony
to the Unitarianism of Watts and
Hopton Haynes’s to thas of Sir
Isaac Newton, are in vain ate-
tempted to be overthrown by the
consideration of their own. reli-
gious sentiments ; for it willsurely
be granted, that motwithstanding
they were Unitarians, they were
honest men. The intellectual and
moral qualities of Mr. Neal, ap-
pear indeed to kave been of no
vulgar order; and his letters to
Dr. Doddndge, are perhaps the
best in the Collection published
by Mr. Stedman.

Mr. P. opposes to Lardner’s
testimeony that of Mr. Joseph
Parker, of the late Mrs. Abney,
of Dr. Gibbons and of Dr. Sten-
nett. He further places stress on
the epitaph which Dr. Watts or-
dered to be inscribed upon his
tombstone, on the funeral dis-
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cowrse for hith deélivered by Dr.
Jehnings, ou the Soléwin Addiess
and on a tract of which a smill
edition, said to have béen pub-
lished during Watt’s life, was soon
séppressed, bwt which was re-
printed in 1802 (27, &¢.).

The testimony of MNr, Parker
and of Mrs. Abrey, both of them
very excellent pefsons, is niot “yet
distinctly ‘before us: I ¢onclude
~therefore that it wasnegative : (25)
mor can it Weigh against the posi-
tive and répeated declarations of
a man so eminent as Lardner not
“only for the com'pass and accuré.
¢y of his theological knewledge,
but for the strictness of his regard
to trath. Dr. Gibbons’s rélation
is partly original, partly hearsay
evideirce. So: far as it contains
kis otvn observations, it is vague,
general ahd ‘ansatisfactory: and
Mr. Palmer, who seems fully
sensible of  it's ihsufficiency *¢ to
Furnish a decisive argument in the
present case” (28, note), endea.
vouars to coimpénsate for its im-
perfection by adding to it what he
¢¢ received from the person him.
self alltded to” by Gibbons,
“ theé tate Dr. BStennet, who in
convesing with the 1dtter_wiiter
on Dr. Watts™s last sentiménts,
said they had been miuch infsre:
presenited ; ‘for so far Fromh hiaving
ethbraced th¢ Socihfan systém, b
eéxpressed his firlh belef of the
doctine of ‘Chiist’s atonement, and
Iamented, even with tears that so
many should have given it up?
with nrore ‘to thé saine purpose.”’

There ate 80, iiany theories,
Bir, of whiat Mr. Palmer styles
the doctiing ‘of 'Christ’s atdonetrent,
that, i every idstance where the
word is Undéfined, we hi’% leéft to
¢onjecture What 4 firm' befief in it
comprehends. Yhis authorknows

that the phraseclogy itself is des.
titute of countehante from the
Christian scriptures, and that the
origihal term ought to have beep
translated veconiciliation : nor iy
there any class of professors of the
gospel who embrace with greater
cordiality ¢han Unitarians the as-
surafice that God s in Christ rg-
CONCILING the world to himself,
2 Cor. v. 19.

The epitaph that Dr. Wats
ordered to be inscribed on his
tomb, was, In Uno Jesu omnia,

Thes“éﬁwm"‘dgﬁp‘p'éar to have been
sugggested by Rom. wviii. 3¢: and
an Unitarian could employ them
with as muth justness and interest
as'a Trinifarian’; though not in
exactly ‘the same signification.

Zealous as was Dr. Jennings in
his attachment to the orthodox
faith, he could not however be
insensible to the great and ‘ania-
ble qualities of Watts. FEven on
the supposition that bis friend had
depaited ‘totally, ot in a high de.
gree from the popular creed, what
should prevent him from sl ber
ing his warm and eloquent pae
gyrist? Unless it can be proved
that it was impossible for Jennings
Yo unite orthodoxy and ‘charity,
the sfrain of his funeral serraon
for Dr. W. c¢annot counterbalance
direct tesimony, = =000

It ‘may be true, Sir, that 1o
taitks of the Socinianisin of Wal
Wfe coiifained in the Solemn 40-
dress, &c. Butthen if is equaly
trte that no persons, whose judg:
ment is of any estimation, call

im a *Socinian. The evidenc
alleged to arise from his two pub
lications, in 1746, 1 have alread)
nOﬁéC‘dp .. “ | . . 09

The tract reprinted in 180 v
was, on Mr. Palmer’s own Sbe“o’,
ing (34), prior to thesc: there!
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.therefore no pretence for saying
or insinuating that it records the
las¢ thoughts of Dr. Watts. But
to this document, and to some
other pieces analyzed or quoted
by the letter-writer, I shall give
particular attention in the follow.
ing Number, and shall thus, I
flatter myself, unquestionably
prove, that his glorying s not
good. .
I am, Sir,
Your’s, &c.
N.

- - -

Mr, Belsbdm’a Reply to the Rev.
H, Horsley.

Lerrer VII.
Essex-Street, Nov. 4, 1813,

SIR,
~ I flatter myself that enoygh has
been advanced in the pr.eceding
If%itgré_ to evince the justice an
impartiality of the Review of the
celebrated controversy between
Dr. Horsley and Dr. Priestley,
which is Iamie,xed to the first part
of the Calm Inquiry into the Scrip-
ture Doctrine concerning the per-
son of Christ, And I am persuyad-
ed, that notwithstanding all the
ingentia wverba of the reverend
prebendary it has been made evi-
dept to your attentive and impar-
tial readers, that the learned pre-
late did upon the authority of
Mosheim impeach the chagacter
of Qrigen, and that when called
upen for his proofs he failed te
substantiate his charge—that, pat~
Wwithstanding the reverend pxeben-
GAry’s gssertion to the coamtrgry,
the bishop did, by his awn can-
' fession, boroy gvery¢ircwmsiance
Which, he has related soncerning
3“ orthadox chuysch of Hebrew,
bristiaps at Zlig, -~ from Mon
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sheim, excepting some necessary
circumstances which he himself
added to lzél@ out the broken stow
ry—that being wurged to produce
his authorities from antiquity, he
found that those appealed to by
Mosheim would by no meaans bear
him out in his narrative, that the
testimony of Sulpicius Severus
proved nothing, that Orosius was
a feather in the scale, and that
the passsage from Epiphanius was
so truly absurd and irrelevant that
he did not think proper even to
translate it into. English. It bhas

been further made evident, beyond

contradiction, that the bishop, dis-
carding all these authorities, pro-
duces original evidence of his
own to establish the existegce of
an orthodox church at Alia, cone
sisting of Hebrew Christians, whe
had abandoned the rites of the
law to participate in the privileges
of the /Elian colony—that this
proof consists of six gratwitous pro-
pasitions which, by the right reve~
rend author’s own confession, ogly
prove the" possibility of the sug'
posed fact : that, to complete the
proof therefore, he adds a seventh
proposition, in which, from the
mention which Jerome makes of
‘“ Hebrews believing in Christ,” in
his time, he argues that a body
of orthodox Hebiew Christians
existed at Jilia in the time of
Adrian. (Tracts, p. 419.) And
finally, that being duly sgasible
thet this assumption was rather
a large siride to so important a,
conclysion, the l¢arped . prelate
frankly owns im his sixth disquis,
sition, that ‘¢ 8§. Jgrome’s, gvi»
dence proves nething more thap,
that a.body of erthadex Christians,
of the Hehrews agtually existed in,
the werld in his day, thatit is
braught for thia pasition,singly -
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and that the existence of the
church at Alia in the reign of
Adrian, depends’ upon the six first
propositions.”” Those very propo-
sitions concerning which he had
before expressly said, “ they a-
mount not to a proof that a church
of Hebrew Christians, not adher-
ing to the rites of Judaism, ac-
tually existed at Alia.”” p. 417,

The attentive reader will easily
conceive, that to such an argu-
ment it was not very difficult for
the bishop’s active and learned
opponent to make a triumphant
reply, which he concludes by

loudly challenging his right reve-

rend antagonist to meet him again
in the field of controversy. But
the case was now altered ; 1lle
abit quo wis qui zonmam perdidit.
The bishop observed a discreet
silence. And both the comba-
tants retired from the hard fought
action well, if not equally well,
content with the result of the con-
flict : Dr. Priestley with his vic.
ToRY, and Dr, Horsley with his
MITRE.

Thus far the reverend preben-
dary attends the statement of the
Calm Inquirer with  something
which he dignifies with the name
of argument ; with what success,
the attentive reader may judge.
Either from confidence or despair
he now withdraws from the pur-
suit. And indeed he acknowledg.
es with great frankness and nai-
veté, p. 591, £¢Of the remain-

der of Mr. B’s. arguments against

Mosheim and the bishop, I con.
fess ‘that I can make nothing.” A
confession to which the intelli-
gent reader will give easy credit,
considering how little the reverend
gentlemnan has made of those ar-
guments" ' which he has already
examied. But let not the good«=
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natured reader imagine that ke
gives up the cause though ke
abandons the argument. He has
another weapon at hand in the
management of which - his great
strength lies: and in which his
adversary is no match for him -
it is that of sarcasm, abuse and
calumny. In which he resembles
the great Napoleon, who, if he
cannot beat the Crown Prince,
can at least hire his scribblers to
rail at him. It may not be amiss
to conclude this correspondence,
by exhibiting a few specimens of

“this mode of attack, by which the

reader may judge of the gentle
spirit with ~which this pious ec.
clesiastic conducts the controversy,
- The worthy prebendary admits,
p- 591, that the Calm Inquirer,
‘¢ occasionally differs from Dr,
Priestley.”” This is a testimony
to the impartiality of the reviewer,
the more to be valued as it is
extorted from an enemy. It proves
at least that the Inquirer is not the
blind admirer of his acote and
learned friend. The worthy gen-
tleman gravely adds, that ¢ these
differences certainly add nothing
to the force of the Doctor’s ori-
ginal reasoning.”” Indeed, Sir, it
was not expected that they would.
The design of the Reviewer was
not to act the part of an advocate,
but of a candid and impartial
judge.

‘¢ He contrives however,’’ con-
tinues the reverend prebendary,
¢“ to weaken the bishop’s reason-
ing by making him occasionally
say what ke has not said, and
quoting partially what he has
said.” To the latter part of the
charge, the Reviewer must plead
guilty, as it was by no means his
intention to transcribe the whole
of the bishop’s work. - To the for-
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mer he can only oppose an un-
qualified denial, challenging the
reverend gentleman to produce his

proof, or to sabmit to the disgrace

of having advanced an accusation
which. he was unable to substan.
tiate. But the venerable ecclesi-
astic is not backward to produce
proof how shamefully the review.
er has misrepresented the senti-
ments of the learned prelate. In
page 599 he mentions an ancient
tract, soi:-disant the epistle of
Barnabas, which the bishop does
not attribute to the apostle, but
appeals to it as the production of
some orthodox Hebrew Chiistian
of the apostolic age. And the re-
verend prebendary grievously com-
plains that though ¢ Mr. B. does
not directly charge the bishop
with having attributed it to any
undue authority, yet the manner
in which he labours to set aside
its evidence, must lead the un-
thinking multitude, who have ne-
ver looked into the bishop’s tracts,
to 2magine that he considers it as
the work of an inspired apostle.”

Now, Sir, what is it that Mr.
B. has said, which can possibly
lead the upthinking multitude to
conclude thatthe bishop consider-
ed that notable epistle as the
work of an inspired apostle ¢ The
following are his very words, ex-
tracted, you will hardly believe it,
from the prebendary’s own book,
p- 600, the page immediately fol.
!Owi_ng;that in which the charge
15 brought.. ¢¢The epistle of Bar-
nabas,”’ says Mr. B. which, though
it is admitted not fo -have been
Written by the companion of St.
Paul, | the _]ea.rqeg . WiIjiter comn-
tends to . have heen a production
of the apostoljc.age, and addressed

by & Hebrew Christian to his Jew.
1sh. brethren,” ' These are Mr, Brs
A . .
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words. And yet he is charged
with insinuating that the bishop
attributed thisepistle to an inspira
ed apostle. Surely, this cannot
be the allegation of a sober cri
tic.

The reverend prebendary con=
descends to carp at words. The
reviewer states that Dr, Priestley’s
reply sufficiently  impeaches the
testimony of the pseudo-Barnabas.

The expression is inadvertentand

inaccurate. It would have been
better to bave said, that the reply
affords sufficient ground for im-
peaching, or thatit sufficiently in-
validates the testimony of Barna-
bas. A candid critic would have
so ynderstood it. But our literary
champion triumphs mightily in
the discovery of this verbal incor-
rectness. Nor is he indeed to be
too severely censured. Since he
finds that he can make nothing of
arguments, who can blame him
for making the most he can of
words ? |

Our reverend prebendary 1s not
however always equally success-
ful in bis verbal distinctions, and
is himself occasionally chargeable
with inaccurate phraseology. He
accuses the calm inquirer of ap-
plying to Bishop Hérsley such
epithets as ignorant and pitiful.
Tracts, p. 612. Most certain.
ly had the reviewer of the contro-
versy applied such epithets to the
learned prelate generally, he
would have richly deserved the
rebuke which the reverend pre-
bendary ‘so justly applies to those
who call Origen a liar, viz. that
‘¢ he would excite against him.
self the indignation of every man
of letters,”” ‘But of this offence
against thé ‘reputation' of an gbla
and a learned t!')'}a.W,"’iﬁ,é' ‘reviéwér's
conscience entirély atqyits hita.

2
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The first of the reverend pre-
béndary’s accusations is founded
upon nothing more than the hope,
which the reviewer ‘expressed,
“thatat the beginning of the con.
troversy, when the bishop had not
studied the subject, and relied
wholly upon Mosheim, be had
ignorantly adopted the calumny
upon Origen’s character from that
learned, but partial writer, 'This

the venerable prebendary works"

up into a charge against the bish-
op asan ignorant man. ‘¢ Bishop

Horsley ignorant, and Mr. B.
learned !”

- The second charge, viz. that
the Reviewer applies the epithet
pitiful to Bishop Horsley 1s total.
Iy destitute of foundation. It is
indeed true, that the calm in-
quirer, in his review of the con-
troversy, p. 436, represents his
Iordship as piteously complaining
of the uncivil attempt of his mer-
ciless adversary to embarrass the
question with chronological diffi-
culties, no’twithstanding the ear-
nest caveat which he had prudént-
ly entered against it. ~ But the re-
verend prebendary ought to' have
understood the difference between
a piteous complaint and a pitiful
writer. It is possible however,
that beiween his professional en-
engagements in the mountains of
Wales, and his present residence
in the Highlands of the North,
the pious ecclesiastic may have
become more familiar with the
Welsh and the Gaelic, than with
his native t'oxig,tie2 some of the nicer
distinctions of which may haye
escaped his recollection. In'the
present case, as the reverend gen-
tleman has an objection to logical
?éﬁmﬁipn&,.gfan‘)ili%r example may
perhapssufiice to refresh hisjnieifio-
ry. An Englishman, Who speaks
the language correctly, would say,
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for instance, it is a pzfeotts cause

which requires misrepresentation
to support it, and he is a pitiful
advocate who can stoop to make
use of such a mode of defence.
The reverend prebendary’s holy
indignation at the reviewer’s blas-
phemious assumption of those di-
vine attributes which he denies to
liis Saviour, has been noticed ina
former letter. The delicacy of
his religious feelings seems to have
béen almost equally lhurt at the
profane allusion which the review.
er makes to a text in John. For
the last bypothesis, upon which the
bishop builds his church, being
that the holy brethren resident at
Jerusalem, without tiking the
trouble of a ‘journey to Pella, en.
tered as colonists at Alia, only

‘abandoning the rites of Moses, that

they might not be knownas Jews,
the reviewer asks how -they could
hope to escape detection, and par-
ticularly, whether the eyes of the
Roman magistrates were Aolden so
as not to know them. This allu.
sion to the words of scripture, the
reverend prebendary is pleased- to
stigmatize, p. 593, as ‘*a pro-
fane artifice,”’ and ‘¢ 4 ludicrous
application of one of the proofs of
our Lord’s resurrection.” By the
use of scripture language the wri-
ter'intended no offence. But per-
haps it is the first time that the
circumstance of the disciples not
knowing our Lord when they sa®
him has been alleged as a proof
of his’ resurrection. This disco.
very was reserved for thé ingenu-
ity of the prebendary of St. Asapb.

The teverend gentleman having

‘charged the reviewer of the cone

troversy with representing bt
learsied prelate asan ignorant and
pitiful writer; with équal truth m-
sihuates that the reviéwer arro-
gaves Lo himself the priis¢ of supe
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rior learning. ¢¢ Bishop Horsley

ignorant,. Mr. Belsham learned.””

While, at the same time, he insi-
nuates that the reviewer is so
wretchedly ignorant that he can-
not understand a Greek or Latin
author without havingrecourse to
an English or a French transla.
tion, which, says-this polite writer,
(p- 571.). is ¢ the common prac-
tice of the most arrogant polemics
of the Unitarian school.”” And
who can doubt whether the accu.
racy of Mr. Prebendary Horsley’s
information keeps pace with the
intrepidity of his assertions? KEs.
pecially as. throughout his vaunt-
ing Appendix, he takes frequent
occasion to throw out sneers and
sarcasms of similar tendency.

If, however,: the
the reviewer, of this famous.coutro-

versy enables him to shew, beyond .

contradiction, that the right rever-
end prelate,  who perfectly under-
Atood the question, retirgd from
the field comnscious of a tatal de-
feat, and if .it is competent to
prove ‘that the well-meaning ef-
forts of the piaus prebendary, who
undertook, with more zeal than
prudence, to .vindicate his father's
theological fame, have only served
to notify -his own lamentable igno-
rance, and- to render. the Jlearned
-prelate’s failure still more conspi-
cuous, the public can have ne furs
ther concern in the-literary agtain-
ments of so obscure an individual
‘as the reviewer of this coatrover-
'8y. Nor can it be of the least

moment to any one to ascertain

the comparative learning of the

contending parties. ‘To depreciate

-classical literature is very far from
‘the wish,. or the intention, .of the
reviewer. Let it not however be
-forgotten, that a man may be a
‘profound: scholar but a shallow

learning of

theologian; and that the learning
even of a Parr or a Porson can
never convert nonsense into sense,
nor prove a contradiction to be
true. . _ , ‘

Yet, after all, let it not be said,
that the reverend prebendary aca
cumulates charges without proof.
He has caught his luckless adver-
sary upon the horns of a terrible
dilemma, from which it appears
impossible for him to escape un-
wounded. Wilful falsehood “or
gross ignorance are the only alter-
natives, out of which he is left to
make his choice, and the Chris-
tian tenderness which so eminent-
ly distinguishes the pious ecclesi-
astic is willing to screen even a
Joemanr from the imputation of de-
liberate untruth. Let him speak
for himself. See Tracts, p. 597.
¢ ‘Though I am as far from
suspecting him of a disregard .to
truth in general, as my father
was of suspecting Origen of such
disregard, it is Lmpossible to deubt
that in the heat of controversy he
has, through inattention,nodoubt,
asserted at least one falsehood as
notorious as that.of which the bi.
shop accused Origen. In his zeal
to degrade the Son of God from
-the dignity of ‘the Creator to that
of a mere man in the creation, he
finds the epithet wovoyevys, whieh

‘1s applied to him by St. John, so

much in his way, thatto getrid of
ity he supposes it to be employed
by that apostle in no other sense
than®as equivalent to ayamyles,
which he boldly affirms does not oc-
cur in St. John. -As heis one ¢f
the authors of the Improved Ver-
sion, [who told the reverend pne-
bendary that ] we cannot suspget
him of having never read tha.ori-
ginal, or of having read it with
so little attention, as to have te-
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tally overlooked any thing of im-*
portance which it contains. We
can only suppose ‘that his mind
was so completely occupied by
the object of the controversy in
which he was engaged with: the
celebrated Dr. Clarke,

‘the reverend prebendary mean?]

“as to make him- lose ‘§ight of at.
Jeast ‘six

ditferent sentences in
which St. John employs the word
‘aryamylos in the sense in which it
is commonly used by other Greek
‘writers.” And that the reverend
‘genitleman’s ingenuousness may be -
as conspicuous as his learning and -
his- charity, he frankly confesses
that this grand discovery of Mr.

‘B.”s ignorance and falsehocd was

not his own, but that he retailed

-t from that oracle of -truth and

-wisdom, the British Critic for
-Fanuvary 1812, ¢ to which,” says
‘he; "I am mdebted for pomtmg
"out'to me this blunder.””

' “'Haw unfortunate is, it that so

‘jutors, the British ‘Critics, should

silly

much learmng, so imach critical
‘acumen, so much profound re-
sebréh, and whatis mofe. than all,
‘so'much Christian charity as that
‘which 'is displayed in the above
-paragraph and.-which :reflects: so
‘much credit upon “the ‘reverend
“prebendary and this: worthy coad-

be -all - “lost; and' wasted - upofi-'a
‘mere shadow. It ‘is ‘grievous to -
say, but the truth must be told,
that Mr, B. never made any such
unqualified assertion as that
‘Wwhigh'(is here imputed to -him.
"Nor any thing like'it: - And if
-the ‘worthy gentleman’ wishes to
‘know what Mr. B. really did say,
what can he do better than follow
"bis ‘right reverend. father’s advice,
“af e be so pléased he may go
and seck,”’ taking

‘mo'n"ition with hifo, that §t is better

[what can

this further ad~
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to trust to his own enquiries thap
to the lying reports: of mercenary
revnewers, and that ' when a per-
son means to rebuké it is common-
ly advisable that he should Sfarst
understand.

The learned prelate in discuss.
ing the testimony of Jeremiah
-Jones which had been appealed
to by Dr. Priestley, has fallen
into the common error of con.
founding him with his relation
and tutor the respectable Samuel
Jones of Tewkesbury, who kept
an academy there, 2t which bish.
-ops Maddox and Butler, arch-
bishhop Secker and Dr. Chandler
received their education 1n clase
si¢s and theology. ‘The reviewer,
en passant, rvectified this error of
the bishop’s: but though the er-
ror 1s not denied, yet the correc-
tion of it cannot escape the repre-
hension of the picus prebendary.
¢‘ What this has to- do,”” says he
p. 608, “ with the question at
issue about the deference due to
the testimony of St. Barnabas, or
of the'author assumingthat name,
J' -confess myself unable’ to i1ma.
gine.”” What then are the errors
of a hishop toosacred to be touch-
‘ed? But it seems that to notice
this error was a digression from
the subject.: And' to shew, no
doubt, what it 1s to write connect-
“edly, the reverend prebendary
hooks in a long story of good Dr.
'Buchanan and the [ndia missiona-
ries. p; 596, A common reader
‘would - be puzzled to discover the
connexion between this modern
tale. and the orthodox church of
AElia.. But Mr. Prebendary
Horsley is no common writer,
nor does he write for commoll
readers. ISR

The reverend prebendary intro-
ducesin p. 595, a quotation from
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PDr. Cave’s Lives of the Fathers,
in which that learned writer ap-
ears to think that in a case to
which he alludes, Origen’s zeal in
controversy carried him beyond
the strict limits of truth. Had
this citation occurred to the bishop
he would, no aoubt, have made
the most of it. As iL now stands
this article can have no place in a
review of the controversy between
Bishop Horsley and Dr. Priest-
ley. .
yTo eke out the remainder of hls
Appendix, for probably it was
thought that a dissertation . of
less than fifty good octavo pages
would not be of sufficiest conse-
quence to offer to the Prince Re.
gent, the reverend prebendary
introduces a long dissertation from
Cotelerius and . Jeremiah Jones,
upon the date and autheuticity  of
that miserable fragment of Chris-
tian antiquity which assumes the
title of an Epistle of Barnabas.
And the worthy ecclesiastic proves,
from Jeremlah Jones’s own shew=-
mg, that no less than elgbteen

writers give their verdgct against .
Perhaps it mlght not occur
to-.the reverend writer that one

him.

sound  argument is better than
twenty authorities, But after all,

why does the reverend. prebendary
gwe himself all this trouble of co-
pying from and refuting Mr.
Jones2 We have already, sald

‘““we give him this Barnabas,”’

return for the bishop’s great hbe— |

rality in giving Origen to Dr.
Priestley.
But enquOb, ,and rpore than

enough, of comments uvpon these‘

miserable eawls., They slnqwa
lowever, the spirit with .which
theological discussion is conducigd

by the reverend prebendary and .

by men. like him, He trusts for-

.abhorrences
mighty effort of closing his own
eyes against her beautiful ray,
‘must be his eagerness to obstruct

.but it did not answer his p
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sooth that all these illiberal sar-
casms.. and gross -misrepresenta-
tions, *® are not unworthy of a gen-

tleman or a Christian 3’ but at
any rate, they are ,utter]y unwore-
thy of a calm, a serious, and im-

partial inquirer after truth.

Of this distinction indeed the
reverend prebendary is not ambi-
tious. . How is it possible that
he should? Tied down, in an
enlightened and inquisitive era,
to a system of theology, the
wretched relick of a dark and bar-
barous 'age, upon the jprofession
and defence of which all his hopes
are built, TRUTH must ne¢essari-
ly be the object of his terror and
. And, next to  the

her progress, by .raising a cloud

.of sophisms to.bewilder the minds

of others, and by attempting . to
bear down the advocates of truth
by ibsolence. and dogmatism.
The father tried the .experiment,
ur-
pose : por will it succeed- better
in the hands of the son., Truth
is omnipatent and will maintain
her course. "When one instrument
is laid aside another will. supply
its place. ; All will acgomplish
the, purpose.for which they were
desngned Even the efforts of
the  adversaries of truth to oppose
her progress shall eventually. con-
tribute to accelerate her march.
~ Aware of the difficult situation
of the established clergy, the pre-
sent writer, who .in the. pursuit
of truth nenher dpsues nor envies
the honours, and emolumgn;s of
an estabhshment, has end€avour-
ed as far as possible to ayeid
coming jpto contact wuh 1t . and
where  he bas. had occ,qslon to
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smention the established religion
of hi§" country, he has treated it
-with all the respeet which was

.consistent ‘with ‘a paramount re~

gard to truth; and if he has gdif.
fered- frem any of her eminent
theologwal writers, he is not con-
'scious -that he has upon - such
occations departed from the forms
of civiliged 'society. In the in-
:tercourses of life 1t has been his
fortune to be occasionally con-
nected with and even nearly
related to some persons of no
‘mean station in the church. . And
‘it has been his happmess to be
acquaimted with many whose mo.
rals: have been an ornament to
their profession. Nor do his sen.
‘timents, either concerning the ex-
‘pedierrce of an established religi.
“on, or the advantage of an epis-
coga’l ‘hierarechy, or the propriety
of public liturgies, differ so far
from thoseof ‘the best writers of the
established church, as those of ma.
ry of his nonconformist brethren.
-But upolr( the subject of Christian
dodtrine, and -especially the fun.
damemal truth- of the Unity of -
God and the object of worbhip,
‘he feels it his duty to be firm.
He can - make no compremise
with' antichristian erfor.: ‘But
wikileé e’ bears his: publie testimo -
'y’ to what ‘he ‘¢oriceives,: after
Jorrg and patierit inquiry, to- be
‘the pure 'doctrinie of Christ; he is
‘solicitous to abstain from aIl 1l
Tibeéra]l reflections upon the talents,
’leammg ‘and character of those
"who tonscientiously: ‘hold epinions
Which were once his own:
" 'With these views he" has caua
tiously' refrained - from entering
“ifito - controversy with the esta.
‘btished clergy, and has remained

“sitent’ under an enormous “mrasy of

‘'obloquy, df misrepresentation and
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contemptuous abuse, Nor would
he have deviated from his generg|
rule upon the present occasiop
had he not flattered himself thy,
by the attention which this cor.
troversy may excite, the complete,
indisputable victory of his ho.
noured and departed friend over his

Jearned and able antagonist might

become more generaﬁy known';

and that from henceforth no up.
hallowed arm might presume ¢

tear from the brow of Dr. Priest.
ley his wel.earned laurels.
The reverend gentleman con.

-cJudes his animadversions with

expressing ‘an assurance that if
‘the public receive his work with
-candour, *¢-the sentiments of My,
Belsham will give him no con.
cern.?”> No doubt he speaks the
trath. And with equal sincerity
Mr. B. can return the compli-

‘ment that if Ais works are ap.

proved by the lovers of .truth, and

the serious ‘enquirers after it —the
-sentiments  of the whole body of
‘preferment-hunters will give him

‘no. molestation whatever.

- The -A ndlx cloges with a
‘Greek'sén enha.ps intended
for the ‘Prmte‘h eye; who, though
he may be no théologian, is saidto

‘be an’ elegant scholar, and though

‘he may be very indifferent -to the

fate of ‘the ¢hurch :at Alia, may
feel interested in-the fortunes of a

clergyman whom he has gracious-
ly permitted to dedicate to him 2

“defence of that crazy edifice. In
-these 'lines the reverend preben-

dary expresses his earnest wish, a
wish in which the writer of tblS
letter, and no doubt many others,

'heartxly concur, that e was com-

pletely out of debt. ¢st)\oqu
(M;b‘ew pndey, x. 7. A, And if the
Prince’ Regent should take the
hint, and 'graciously relieve the
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reverend prebendary from all his
difficulties by rewarding his exer-
tions with a golden prebend, or a
richer deanery, it would occasion
no surprise- if, in that event, the
worthy ecclesiastic should,_ like
his father before him, leave the
orthodox Hebrew church at Alia,
together with our koly brethren
the primitive saints of Jerusalem,
who so nobly bartered the rights
of their ancestors for the privia
Jeges of the Roman colony, to
shift for themselves, till some
other champion, from motives
either of generosity . or prudence,
shall again undertake the cause.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
T. BELSHAM.

Sketck of English Protestant Per-
secution.— Letter VIII.

~ SIR, Oct. 18, 1813. -
My last letter was concluded
(p. 313) with Hollingshead’s de-
scription of Queen Elizabeth . as
‘“ a governor that promoted liberty
of conscience,” I .then expected
much sooner to have inquiredinto
the exactness of the old historian’s
character of the queen.
- This phrase liberty of conscience,
has had, at different times, .vari-
ous significations, not unlike the
hiberty of the press, which at some
periods comprehended. a right to
censure, and at others was limited
strictly -to the expression of pane-
gyric. Thus liberty of conscience
tov often designed only the liberty
to worship a¢cording to the con-
Scierice, real or pretended, of the
prince- or power in possession.
That such was the case in the
reigh of Elizabeth we know on
the authority of her secretary
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Walsinghdm, in his letter to Mone
sieur Crotoy, & Frenchman. ~He
indeed describes it asa principle
of the queen’s government that
“¢ consciences are not to be forced,
but to be won and reduced, by
the force of truth, with the aid
of time, and use of all good means
of instruction,” and represents
‘“ her majesty ” as *‘utterly diss
liking the tyranny of Reme, which
had used by terror and rigour to
settle. commandments of men’s
faith and consciences.” Yet he
applauds the queen, because ¢ as
a princess of great wisdom and
magnanimity she suffered. but the
exercise of one religion.”’ |

I quote these passages from
Walsingham?’s letter, given at
length by Burnet (ii. 388) as trans-
lated from the French. The
bishap did not perceive or perhags
declined to expose the absurdity
into which this ¢ great and wise
secretary > had fallen, by prais.
ing the queen’s tenderness for the
consciences of Lier subjects, which
ended in permitting but the cvers
cise of one religion.

Burnet was a free and manily
historian of his own times, yet too
often appeared as a parfizan in
his ‘¢ History of the Reformation
of the Church of England.”” Al
most, f not altogether, silent re.
specting the severities by which
that reformation was established
under Elizabethy he describes
‘“ the queen”’ as *‘ of her own na~
ture merciful,” because Benher
was permitted to live, and the rest
of the deprived bishops wefre only
spoiled of their revenues, debarred
the free exercise of their religiow,
¢ put in prison for a little while,’”
and then subjected for the remaitie
der of their . lives ¢0 q more. casy
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restraint. -Such was ¢ thegueen’s
gentleness,??. .as Burnet expresses
it (iis.367).
might have been -expected from
such a: queen, and such bisheps *’
as- ‘‘.the reformed divines,”’ who
€¢ had learned in the gospel not Zo
render evil for evil.”? - =

Yet in this age of inquiry into
those facts which historians have
either blazoned or disguised, as
suited the purpose or party for
which they wrote, the character
of even such a queen has been free-
ly ‘discussed. Nor are there
wanting many who agree with a
modern female ‘historian, respect-
ing Llizabeth, that ¢ her good
fortune is :in nothing more con-
spicuous than in the unmerited
fame it bas to this day preserved
to her,”’ (Macaulay, i. 2).. Asto
the subject in question, it will no
longer be denied that many suffer-
ed under the government of Eliza-
beth, as the victims of religious
intolerance. The degree and ex-
tent of such sufferings are still dis-
puted, nor probably can their
amount be now determined with
any exactness. -

Among those who were united
by pains' and penalties, inflicted
under the joint authority of law
and prerogative, there were great
disagreements. The Papist re-
volted at the first step of that Re-
formation which the Puritan con.
—sidered, as to rites and ceremo.
nies, as resting far short of gos-
pel simplicity. Yet both would
have cordially assisted the Esta-
blished Church to exterminate
that small number of Christians
who bad discovered, or at least
suspected, that the Creeds of bgth
Papists' and Proétestants contained
gross cerruptions of tke faith once
delivered to the saints.

He adds, “¢all -this

Sketck of: English-Protestant Persecution.~Letter VIITJ.

- I proceed to the case. of the
Papists now persecuted for the
profession of their "religion. The
bistory of this religious persecy.
tion, undoubtedly severe, is so
blended with. well-supported ac-
cusations of crimes against the
state, committed by individuals of
the Romish communion, that it jg
not easy to make the separation,
Papal bhistorians have too often
ranked among martyrs to their
religion those who suffered for at.
tempts against' the civil govern.
ment, which, however excited by
religious geal, made them justly
liable to the penal consequences
of political delinquency. Protes.
tant writers, on the other hand,
with an obvious design, have en-
larged on the papal persecution
under Mary, while they have left
their readers almost i1gnorant of
any thing like a persecution of
Papists by her Protestant succes.
sor. So just is the remark of
Camden, that *‘persons whose,
minds differ in religion, do too
much obscure thelight of honesty
and truth on both sides.”

- According to thatannalist, An.
15659, (where he professes to.fol-
low Roman Catholic writers) the
clergy, at the accession of Eliza-
beth, including the various digni-
taries, were .about 9400. Of
these all, .except 189, conformed
to the new religion established by
the queen and parliameat. There
maust still have been great numbers
among the people attached to the
Romish ritual. = Yet of these, ac-
cording to Rapin, there were not
wanting those who. witnegsed the
accession of Elizabeth with-good-
will, - though thiey expected '.-the
reformed church to be immediate-
ly re-established.. 'The hisiona®
having remarked that among tb¢
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Cath&‘l‘xcs, some regarded the de.
¢éase of Mary and the accéssion
of ﬁ[zzabeth as a death-blow fo

théir rclxgion, adds that others did

not regret to see an end of those
barbarous punishments by which
it had been dlshonoured, n’étozent
pas fcickez dé voir cesser cessup-
plices barbares qui la deshono-
roient.
tappears that during the twelve
first years of Elizabeth’s relgn the
Cathohcs enjoyed the private ex-
ercise of their religion, by conni-
vance, while on the part of the
queen there was an evident desire
td assimilate the Church of Eng-
land, in doctrineand ceremonial,
as nedarly as possible to the Church
of Rome, During this perich too
his holiness the Pope held with
Elizabeth a correspondence con-
ciliating and even ¢omplimentary.
It appears however, from Cam-
den, An. 1568, that the patience
of Pius Quintus being now ex-
hausted, he employed a Floren.
tine who had lived long as a factor
in London, to excite the Papists in
England secretl y againstthe qucen,
Two years after having, as Fuller
says, (C.H. 92) ¢ long patiently
expected the amendment of Eliza.
beth,: and weary with waiting in
vam," the pope “‘ resolved at last
(ifnot wisely, valiantly)that seeing
desperate diseases must have des-
perate cures, he would thunder his
excommunication against her.” In
this bull he absqlved her subjects
from" their ‘allegiance, and even
commanded them to disobey her,
wnder the penalty of being ex-
commynicated themselves. Yet
Dr. Malner, of Winchester, in his
ttery, "to. a Prebendary (4-Ed.
?’g N.), woyld bave it be)xeved
.‘ that . -Pius V. did oot require the

Epglish; - Catholics to receive' or
VO7J., V1II. % cC

- with then S.
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obseive his bull,” because “m’
fact he never publxabed ity of sxg‘
nified it to them.” It will be
more to my purpose to observe
what sentiments and conduct Cam-
den attributes to the Catholics on
this occasion, and how far he
agrees on that point with their
jast-mentioned acute and zealous
advocate. |

The learned Annalist of El:za~
beth had recorded, An. 1569,
during ‘¢ the rebellion in thé
North,” that thé insurgents “ sent
letters to the Papists round about
throughout the whole kingdom,
exhorting them to join their forces
But so far were they
from associating themselves with
them, that most of them sent the
letters which they received, toge=
ther with the bearers, to the
Queen, and every one strived who
should be forwardest, from all
parts of the land, to offer his per-
son and his purse against them.”
Haviag mentioned the daring act
of Jokn Felton, who hung the
Pope’s bul/l on the Bishop of
London's palace gates. An. 1570,
Camden adds, The most part of
the moderate ,sort of Papists se-
cretly misliked this bull, because
there had no admonition preceded
according to law, and foresccmg
also that hereby a great heap of
mischief hung over their heads,
who before bad private exercise
of their religion within their own
houses qmet]y enough, or else
refused not-to go to the service of
God' recéived in the English
church, without sdruple of con.-
scnem;e. And froxp tbatht'l'me
many of theuf cqnunued‘ drm in
.thelt obedlgngze.” . |

amdcis thus a gar3 couny
ténance the genera reprelentatxon

of this subject made by - DF. Mil:

JU :,aLuJ
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ner. in his Letters.
partizan of the Catholigs goes ins
deéd the Tength of asserhng, re-
S) ectmg this buZi Cp. 212) that
€ only one person in thelr whole
number, John Felton, is known
to have approved of it.” 'This is
marvellous considering the defe-
rence 1o the pexsonal authority
of the Pope then entertained, at
least, among the vulgar. It isto
be regretted that such a fair en-
quirer as Dr. Geddes had not ex-
amined this question in his Mo-
dest Apology.

- The mfluence of this ill-advised
measure on the condition of the
Catholics, through the remainder
of Ellzabeth*s Teign, with a short
view of the suﬁ'ermgs endured by
Puritans and Unitarians, during
the same period must be reserved
to anot’her ietter.

R. G. S

Drﬁicultus in the Doctrine qf a
" Resurrection.
Maidstcme, Oct 8, 1813.

Su',

Itis necessanly by a slow pro-
gess that the human mmd ad-
vances ' in the discovery of ' the
one infinite Cause of the universe.
Of 'this truth T cannot but think,
that the extreme difficulty which
is still fett by the student in Cbris~
tian theology, concernmg the pos-
sibility of a resurrection, by the
sole energy of the Deity, affords

a somewhat striking atteslatlon.~

“ If I die wholly,” says your
correspondent Cantabrigiénsis, “ a
resurrection appears scarcely with-
m the bounds of possibility.*>’
‘Now if there be, pmperly speak.

uSg, one, ahd but: one, absolute

etemal Cause ; if the cteatire be
the 'simple entire result of the

-.

* Vol. VIIL. P. 448, 44 °

Difficulties in the Doctrine of a Resurrection.
‘That* zealous® ‘infinite

power and intelligence
of the Creagtm', Af e,ve;ry bgmg
w]hlch begms to _exist, xlsts '61}
as the pure effect of a artl

mode of operation of t mﬁulte'
Cause, as the stream . proceeds
wholly from its foumam, then
surely it must be equally possible
to restore any partlcular bemg,
or modification of bemg, after it
has been absolutely withdrawn,
or suspended for any period, as
it was absolutely to produce it in
the first instance, ‘and to continue
its existence umforuﬁy for any
term. An. absolute‘ly .dependant
bemg, owes 1ts preservg,non to
the constant contmuance of that

particular operatir g. Anene‘rgy by
which it was Pro 1ced’; if its
mode of ogeraii e changed
the creatqre w 1c'h 13‘ the pure
result ‘of tT)at operatnon,” gni;“s; SUs-
tain’ a corxesg?nd‘égt apge; if
the o erann capge ‘be” holly
suspen ed, ’i? g\}re “}E’acﬁxs
the eifé t?Mmus Y. cease,
and “if it be renewe " in, preqxfely

the’ sah‘ne magnérQ pr‘ec;sel ‘the
same 'created effect muit result
from the operauon ;.’and no rea-
son appears’ wh t’he same exact
operation cannqt be ‘r‘enewed as
well as originally ° exdited, con-
linued and suspended by the in-
finite Operator.

This general reasoiiing is Te.
markably confirmeéd'jby the ace
tual history of the ‘human mind
in this state. If by the immortality
of thé soul be meant the contmued
uninterrupted existence ~ of the
mind, or of the o&perations of
thought and itsaffections, in which
sense alonie any distinct “idess
can be annexéd to the pbraseu
nothing can be more cohtrer%w
our constant expériérice. = The
mind, or faculty of

geréeptnon,
nmforml y suspende

eithes to-
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wﬂ}v, or SO far-at’ léast” as ‘it re-
$pects’
dnfing the night season. In pro-
émnd sléep, all perception, or
‘consciousness, which is but a re.
flex act of perception, ceases ;
mind hath rio real existence. Yet
so far is this suspension of the
‘mental ‘process from destroying
its identity, or operating as any
real obstaéle to its existence, or
successful Operations, that there
1sreas¢n to believe it is essential
to. these-‘purposes. The same
“mind is restored - with the return
of morhing, in a state of renewed
“vigor and fithess for future action.
‘Showld;, however, any doubts be
entért,mﬁed‘ respecting the reality
“of'this’ sﬂspeﬁsxoh in sleep, which
s né%erthel $8''a matter of plain
e’xPehénée, as far as a negation
can”%“‘i said to be so, they will
dul‘ely hot be‘extended to the state
- of Hbrmancy, to which the human
5p€d1€§ Have in some instances
- been shb]ected, _and from which
they ‘have’ sometimes recovered
" the full possession of their minds
| and of théir conscious identity, as
‘in the c¢ase of the ordinary returns
" of vngﬁance. In this state it is
often lmposslble by any natural
leans-to impart sensation, which

s the first principle of perception,

to tbe yatlent' and it can scarcely
be’ distinguished from death, in
.. ¥hich "it frequently terminates,
. by any other circumstance than
the absence of putrefaction. . . .
Now if io* the usual course of
natue the mind can be thus
W‘ﬂl rawn and restored, not only
- withiout, impediment, but with real
3dvﬁntage to  its existence and
. .fonscious sameness ; if the func-
90‘15 Of the system can be abso-
y ute’ly suspended for a season, and
“affetwards recalled to the produc-

‘any "~ practical purposes,,
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tién of préc:sefy the same mental
effect as before, why may not the
like be effected, with correspond-
ent advantages, by the more im-

‘mediate intervention -of the Deity?

Why may he not for any term,
whlch his infinite wisdom 'may
dictate, suspend the eristence, as
well as the operations of that cu-
rious mechanism by which mind
is produced, and again re-orga-
nize it, with such alterations in its
structure and external circum-
stances as may be more imme-
diately adapted to the future pur=
poses of 1ts existence? The organ
though renewed will, if adapted
to the production of the same
mental effects as before, be essen-
tially the same, and a renewed
vigor and enlargement of capacity
may surely be imparted to it, not
only without endangering, but
with the greatest advantages to its
former and future aftainnients.
““ The power of uniting the past
and future with the present” will
be promoted both by the improv.
ed powers of the organ, and by its
advantageous circumstance, on
its entrance on the world. now fu-
turc ; while the scenes with which
we are now immediately converse
ant, being contemplated with a
strong but distant and comprehen-
sive view, will be seen more ac-
cording to the true character and
just relation to the general scheme
of things. The same mind being
thus restored, with vast advan-
tages, with regard both to its for-
mer and future acquisitions, will
obtain a more cemplete self-pos-
session than it had ever before
experienced, and may feel a pe-
culiar degree of self.complacency,
both in its conscious identity and
the glorious changes which it has
undergone.
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With regard to the suppaesition:
of Can;abngxensns, that wpon tlie
prmc;ple of. an abso]ute restora~
ton
nates it, ¢ a new creation, any
pumber of beings might be him.
self?? it 18 not only inconsistent
‘with the idea of renovation, which
<can apply only to the same npym-
ber, as well as to the same beipgs
in every other respect,. as these
which had previously existed ; but
it jnvolves the contradiction of
supposing that many can be one;
and he gnight with equal propriety
suppose, tha; any number of be-
ings in the present state might be
constituted exactly alike; and
that their minds and conscious
identities might be so similar, or so
blended " together, that neither
themselves nor others could dis-
linguish between them, except
from their oumerical difference
and that of their external circuin-
stances; and might urge it as an
argument -against the present ex-
istence, that any number of per.
sons being created precisely like
himsglf, might actually be him-
sglfl But the fact is, that as we
are all” necessarily - nwumerically
different, and different with regard
to our exzternal circumstances, so
are these circumstances upiformly

and necessarily accompanied w:th'

correspondent differences, in the
structure of our minds and their
respeciive  acquisitions.  These
differences,- which commence in
some degree from our birth, and
are promoted by the several pecu.
liarities which attend the experi-
ence and mewtal operstion of cach

individual ; and if a difference t

18 disccrnable betweén us. on our
first éntrance intobeing; there is
‘renson 1o believe & mueh more
marked difference will attend our

Difficylties in the Dostvineof Resurrestions

of peing or as he dentmi..

-ordinary act of his

second entrance,  with all oup
réspective formgr  acquisitions,
accbmpamed with- a renovated
vigor adapted to review them with
peculiar advantages. . .- Unity of
person .is 8 circumstance essen-
tially connected with conscious
identity. The mind is an image
or representation of external
thmgs ; and if the person to which
it beiongs, together with surround.
ing objects, preserve their same.
ness, with only such alterations,
as might reasonably be expe::ted
the mmd which 15 the transcript
will likewise preserve ily sameness
and its reflex consciousness of it,
But if so material an alteration is
introduced as that of the multi-
plication of persons exactly simi-
lar, the utmost disorder ' must - be
introduced into its eonceptions,
and conscious diversity and cone
fusion musttake place of conscious
untformity and sameness. -

Much of the difficulty that bas
been felt upon this ‘subject, seems
to bave arisén - from - the idea that
matter, atid" perhaps mind alss,
have a'kind of independént cxis-
tenee, and conseguéntly:that cer.
tain particular partions of gne or
both are’ pecessary to constitute
the sampe being.  Bug in fact the
supposition of more t}mn vRe ife
finite independent Beinigis a ma-
mifest absurdity ;- -al¥ existence
cither is the Delty”hnmself er
the resnlt of h:s operations. - And
that oot futdre éxisténce ‘shounld
depend vather on sueh ain extra-
power, a¥ 15
usually considered as’ the effect of
his more ‘ininediate- jntcrvention,
han on ahy of those: ordinary
opetations ‘ta whitlé the hame of

secondary -causes ”is ‘agually-ap”
plied, magy -have @& Jpegubiag ten-

dercy to ‘promote in ous minde
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o just: semse s of . pur-absolule de~

pendangRa A5 well as be produc.

tive of spveuliar. adyantages, with

yegay d 10 . the future - cohstifution
of our frame. .. - . :

" The analogy on which 1 have
‘nsisted between sleep and death,
resurrection: and returning vigia

lance, is frequently alluded to in

the sceiptures ; -and the phrase
sleeping -with their fathers, is a
common expression to denote the
state of dissojution. When Christ
swakened JEazarus aut of sigep,
aftes be bad been dead four days,
and_his .body. .had become putrid,
there can be: po doubtthat his for.
mer mind wag restored, with there-
newed vigor of his corporeal sys-
tem,. after a manper perfecily
anplagops. to what is experienced
on the .grdingry returns of wvigi-
lanee, .0k an recovery . from-a state
of dusmanoy» It must howewer

have been sfiected. by what is ds.

romimted the immediate interpa-
sitign, of :the, Prity, thatinterposi-
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from. dts.plage. of sepulckre, and
exbiabited . alive - precisely in the
same state.inwhich he was forms,
erly known, the evideace to his
disciples,..and men.in general, of
the reality of .bis resurrection
would not bhare been equally sa-
tisfactory. 'The ¢xistence of the
dead hody, or its remains, would
have been regarded as a proof
that he was not really risen. But
although the same body was ia
this case occasionally exhibited,
by .the most indubitable proofs,
yet proofs no. less indubitable
were presepted, that its usual, and
what may therefore be denominated
its natural state, was not that of
an .ammal er earthly, but of a
spirityal, 1nvisible and feavenly
body. His usual siate, subsequent
to his resurrection, was that of
yavisibility, though, often at least,
if natynformly,. previous to his
Aaseension, of intimate mental pre.
sence. The same mind now . in-
habited . . hody of much - more

tion which firss fermed man out ¢f subtle composition, or. rather beth

the dusg of khe groynd, which fed

Jive thousqmd men, hesidés women .

and, children, From five loavgs gnd
¢ faw smali fishesy which yendered
the.widow’s oruse of e, an ex~
haustless souree .of sustenance, and
whigh cayld.surely have.produced
the.same effecis,:although ne dust,
no -fishes, . and, ne oil bad hecn
Present for their productien, ,
Notwithstanding the objsctions
of Camtpbrigiensia (o the resurres-
Uan,af Chyisty: a6 being ¢ scarcely
the .cage in .paint, ;that Unitggian
divines gepresens-it,’! 1 panpot but
thinkthat it is. admirakly adapte
to testify and ilusirate the groat
oalrine of a resurrection from
mortality to a state of immortality.
Had not the body of Jesus, hefore
it was dissolved, bcen removed

had aundergone 8 glorious trans.
formation, while yet the essentjal
characteristics of identity were
preserved ; .and baving borne this
image, which appestained ¢q their
sarthly estate, thoy now assumed
that suhich helonged tQ thein hea.
venly. destination. . His. . mode of
wmengfesting Aumeslf to his disciples,
from. a state of - invisihility, in . his
owa original jorm, . and with pre-
cisely bis former habiiudes, . and
his again vanisfing aut. of thesr
sighé, aflorded probably the most
salisfaotory evidemge. shat could
he givep.of a gransfosmation from
morality o immortality, while
yet the cssentials. of the same being
wepe effectually presenved. The
.apastles could entevtain no doubts,
after these repsated axhibitions,
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of bhis person eating, drinking,
conversing, and. even:being han-
dled and examined by them, and
after repeatedly witnessing bhis
transformations from -and to a
state of invisibility, terminating
in his visible ascent into heawven,
either of. the reality of his resur-
rection in his own proper person,
or of the glorious change wbich
the had undergone. It would
operate on their minds-as a com-
plete pledge and pattern of their
own resurrection and glorious
transfermation. Nor was it ne-
cessary to this object that any
part. of the old body should be
retained. .'The power who could
thus preserve the same person
‘under such different forms, ren-
dering him alternately what, in
modern language, may be denomi.
nated matter and spirity or visibly
existent, and again apparently
unexistent, though . mentally pre-
sent, - could surely have produced
precisely the same effect, although
the. old body.  had been suffered to
moulder in. its sepulchre. - It was
most manifest in this case, that
_both body and spirit are but the
pure effects of the creative, and
transforming  efficacy of God—
And we have substantial grounds
for relying on the assurance .of
Christ, that all tkat are in their
graves, or who have passed
through this vale of mortality,
shall hear his voice and come forth,
each appearing in his own proper
-person and character, and 7e-
ceive the reward of the deeds done
#n this life ; they whose conduct
has been generally .upright and
virtuous, and who have, thus at-
tained to a .meetness for heavenly

« enjoyment, entering immediately
~on. the fruition of immortality ;

while those’ whose conduct has

Vindication of the Didl‘ogueor: the Scriptures.

marked the prevalent influence of
this world in' their minds, wij
even on their entrance onithis re-
novated being, find the sentence
of sin and of death still reigning
in their members. o
T. B.

’

o

Vindication of the Dialogue on
the Scriptures.in Reply to Mr,
Sturck. .. .,

. [Continued from. p. 653.]
In the course of histanimadver.
sions, Mr. S. objeets to-the strength
of my expressions, such as * eter-
.nal misery,”’ and so- forth. « If

-Mr. S. had been half-as familiar

with the scriptures,:-as 1 give him

credit for being. with-the pages of
phiilosophy, bhe would, perbaps,
not have raised this. objection.

Bearing in miad such: passages ‘as

. the following—~—4% These shall go
away - ilnto - everlasting = punish.
~-ment :V*—*“-Inte. helly: mtothe

_fire that shall néver he ~quenched,

where their 'worm disth Dot aad

the. fire is not quenched <?’+=-hav.
ing in his recollection, I ;say,
these, and similar passages; Mr.

S.. would: at least -have- allowed,

that I had not gone farthep-than

the gospel: authorised sme toge.

He will not; 1.am:awarey veceive

the sacred ‘records as: an authuty

from which there-is no appesl;
this his- general language mniakes

very evident; but: I have:yel 0

learn what degree  of .importance

he is disposed to attach to them.
One of -three- things - he". must
allow 3 either that they.are alt-
gether of divine origin’ that they
are partially so ; or that they are

l: N'
ot | SN

~p Lt

..;( £‘4‘(-‘

-

., . > B st . j:4
*. Matt..xxvv. 40, b
+ Mark ix. 43. 44
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merely - 2 human composition,
The first supposition is obvieusly
pet:that of Mr. 8., and if he have
adopted the second, I have. only
to ‘beg of him, that he will tell
me what parts I may venture to
believe, and what to reject, of a
book, the whole of which (I am
speaking more particularly of the
New Testament) rests upon the
same evidence. I imagine, how.
ever, that Mr. S. never thinks of
the scriptures in any other light
than as a book of. mere human
origin, - Now if this be the case,
[ affiem that Mr. S. cannot ho.
nestly (though he says that he
would do so) recommend them to
any living being. For if that
beok which: says, ¢¢all scriptures
were - Written . by inspiration of
God,’?: be'not written by inspira.
tion: of -God, then 1is it false?
And carrying in the face of it one
falsehood: 50 egregious as that
whiok I have just supposed, what
eredit:can: we possibly -give to sto-
ries. so:improbable as the feeding
‘of 5000 human beings with: five
loaves and two fishes ; the raising
of a dead:man’; the conversion of
water-<into wine, and- so on?
Now:thongh we might as good
fathers: take ‘a world of pains to
prevent our children from regard-
ing. these: narrations in any other
light than, that of amusing fables,
yet such silly prejudices have-the
bulk of people ‘about us; that it
will-be mext to impossible for our
young ones not tg hear the scrip-
tures spoken of by the majority
of ‘those - thiey mix with, as uni-
fQ{‘miyr and’ ‘miinutely true. It is
tvident, therefore, how great dan-
gex they. run: of adopting a belief
‘which must pervert their imagi-
hations, and miserably impede
em in their search after truth.

thank Mr.

4

'As a book of amusement Mr. S.

would' do much-better to put the
Arabian Nightsinto his children’s
hands, and for their moral in.
struction I would- recommend - to
bim in preference to ¢ the collec-
tion called the Scriptures,’” the
collection called Miss Edgeworth’s
Moral Tales, because this latter bea
ing received as a book confessedly
of mere invention,. ¢ if ¢ did na
good, could do mo harm.” 1
S; for making me
aware how improperly I used
those words before; 1 now pera
ceive that in his estimation the
scriptures must be capable of doing
the greatest harm. So great bea
ing the probable danger of reading
them, and so certain the possibi-
lity of obtaining all that is goed
in them through other chanmels,

(for the same morality is now

transfused into very many other
books), ‘1 hope, for the credit of
his wunderstanding, consistenoy,
and independence of character,
that Mr. S. had for a moment
forgotten himself, when he talked
of recommending ¢ the collec~
tion called the scriptures.” - -
In the -next place, Sir, I- have
to defend my assertion that a reli-
gious motive alone can :sdnctify
any, our best actions.. Either the
scriptures do or they do not insist
on a certain definite mode of con-
duct; and they do or do not pre-
scribe to that conduct a certain
definite motive. That they do
so, is evident from the following
texts. Paul says, [1 Cor. x. 31]
¢ Whether thereforé¢ ye eat or
drink,” (as if he had said in the
most unimportant- things) *¢.or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glo-

ry of God.”  And ‘aguin, 'he says,

[Coloss. iii. 17] ¢ And whatsoever
ye doin word,. or deed, do all in
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the ndfme of the ord Jesus, givi
thanks to God atd the Fathér by
hiny.,”* 'The nsotive then, if thé
scriptures:. may: be depended .on,
is fulll as necessary as the act, “or
rather it . is for the motive's sa}ke
alone’ that the act can be accepted
by Ged. A4 .priorz; all oor de.
tions must be egually indifferent
to him, for they are all equally
unable to sffect either bis happis
riess, gremtnessy glory, or power.
To' believe this is necessary
notions of an allsperfeet being.
None of our actions therefore can
be acceptable: to God: for their
own sdkes none of them c¢an be
acceptable to biny. but as they

are done, becquse he wills to have

them: done, and: as he wills to
Have thein done. _Now we . have
no, even: pretended; declaration of
God’s-will but tlvat. which appetry
1re the scriptures, unless it bes thait
which' it is: affirmed” may b gav
thered from the. suggestions of
reason 6f couscience, and'l have
shewry how .entirely unable these
are to enlighten . us. on: this mox
m’eﬁ!aﬁs subject. On the whole
then, we ¢an have mo reasonabte
ex?écaabmns that our actions
shiatl bé atcepted by God; bu a4
they
of: th‘e’ scriptares, and the: scripu

turas as; I’ have shewn, msist ont

the miotive 1o less than the aet.

I mast! beg leave to mtrude on

your patienee yet & little’ loniger.
MEr.'S¢ says that I haver mrs’nepi‘eh
aeted  ficts ‘ag it velakes to the
‘gpfinion:of thie .ancicms .with' res
spedtto <vevenges: I what 1 said
on this/swbjéey implisdethat, theve

S,

’fudm bmgmm. i

qtl

Ay

texts
it &ye.si.

to our.

agree with the injunations

tmt&gs i that thesp twa que-
e, %ﬁ i ,ffiffacwr.

Vindicition of the Diglogne o% the Scriptures.

ng never; were amongst .the andienty

any individuals wha thou ght pe.
venge wrong,. L. wﬁhﬁgly .confesy
that I spoké téo. much ad large,
Mr. S. ha's' made .evident by his
quotations, (what: was readily al.
lowed befose) that! i the long
coursk of tithe a féw such ] “men,
at least,. have_.existed;. men who
téwught that: we

| ought not
to: be ¢¢ greutlj offended even
with ouir enmemi¢s,” and that

‘“ placabdlity,!” .and ¢ clemency,”
were graceful. Bat so small hag
beem thieir nuimber, that. they
should rather be adduced: as ex-
ceptians to prove: this general rule,
viz, that reason: amd cimscience do
not point out or dstower revenge
to be a crime, than. for: any other
purpose.* 1 wauld g mere say,
that- the - ancients  accowhtéd: re-
vengd a cnme,tbemusa ¥ few indi.
viduals amougst ttgzm,,gﬁd suy than
I would aflirgy.,. that: pmfessmg
Chrnistians. makzes thsa Src:é;pt dres 8
liey or wd;ard« Jettey,. or.a:-mhssof
contradiction: and: dbsg rdity, be-
canse’ a few:, iridividr Larhengst
them do.so.; .. et e e

. 'To cenclude.. Si)r Iathuald%xs reb-
ty?obvmué;;mx t.hrevwhole that Mr
S< wouwkd willingly-e -otlea K subsf-
Mte.baakemf phndrosopbyfonheéol-

% I thmk it would be easy but cer-
tanﬂ not wort‘ﬁ the tr uble, to shew
thafﬂfeve‘i&"gn‘eﬁsé‘ﬁtfﬁl ifference be-
twsmarChiristim®d forgivetiess and: bea-
then  placabilitey: which js a sorb: of

q,\‘.k}hﬁ,ﬁd conditignal forgiveness, pre-

posing somethinyg coﬁcgded on the
PR O the offrat Shrely, plaubr
Mmy misericotdia; . awd -ebenientia, e

eAnNgs very d;ﬁ’em&hw foouni that
Whlch we attach to. grgforswenesﬁ o

culcnt,ed by tbe goapg

cofiies ‘nedrest’ to 1h ’af It’rgsﬂ-
W Bht i~ fliet fram  Aitly et
irgein ﬁmmmmm mwa srelebn-
siow of t MMM iskjan

(‘? ¥ agcicnts, must. have firt
K shan humd‘uy.'
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don called the SCNptures, for he
seems t think it a matter of great
indtfferenrce; whether people even
read thie'litter or not ; he is even
somewbat digry wit: ne for re-
eommendmg them so very ecar-
gestly to my friemd”s perusal,
ﬁhﬁ;t’ He himself advoeates the
cause of the Heathens with little
less zeal. Now, if for 2 moment
we aliow Mr. S. to be one of those
favoured mortils, whose superior
p€uef’rat10n might have discovered
these important truths in relpgmn
and movality, which revelation has
made known' to us, (and which,
by the way, initiated as he has
been irito them from his infancy,
hé can never know that he should
kave discovered) yet what would
thie Balk of men, less intellectual
or less ihquiring, have done? If
¥one but philosophers might dis-
¢oter, of receive these trdths so
fetessary to be known, alas! how
litle may we hope that that im-
mensebodyof meft, who forin at
nt'the unchiistianized part of -
& world! sKall ever, continuing
snch kxmw the truth as itis in Je-
Haﬁv hme may wée hope,

that peace and good.will shall
ever be aniversally established
amongst men ; that those blessed
times foretold in the gospel shall
ever arrive, when every man shall
be safe under bis own vine and un<
der his own fig.tree! Christians,
all men, the most unlettered, the
most ignorant, may be; but when
shall we see a world of philoso-
phers ? What inconceivable com-
dination of circumstances shall
produce this unheard of effect?
And supposing even that all men
should, at some future period,
acqune by dint of philosophy, a
perfeet knowledge of moral and
religious good and evil, what,
short of the doetrine of futare re
wards and punishments, could en<
sure the observance of one, and
forbearance from the other # What
engine powerful enough to effect
these great ends, in any degree
worth our consideration, when
even scripture threats and promises
are unable wholly to effect them ?
-~ I am, Sir,
Your most obedxent Servant,
A. L. B.

OBITUARY.

—

aﬁm A. Smith.

E)W» suddenly, on the 2nd of
teriiber last, l%fyd'e 63rd year" omr
@ Bgraer, -near Lewes, in Sus-

ad» been for a short

z?,; Mns. ANN SMITH,

‘ﬁuﬁb tﬁe“h&e Mr. Richard Smith,

sa resident of Brnghton,
e county,

P in.dopformity tothe estab-

' he_coptinued .in union
ody. til} shewas ab«;uxm;.t
‘ hgmin some. of the
e dliey gMn‘Da Courcey,
%mw fr4m pringiple.

of Protestant stscnters in
v °L. 1295 & 5o

those days, and especially in that part
of the country (Sussex) was by mno
means a fashionable thing ; to follow
the path of duty was then a matter of”
serious and weighty importance, and
those who did so, had daily to ¢ take
up their cross,” to subdue the passions,
apd to sacrifice some of the miost gndéary
ing ties of natuge at the shupe of tryth.
Thm shg found by ezperience; for, in
thus publicly declaring her chapge of
ser;m«:gt, she had so;ombat, the rid- .
cule an &smtcma&ﬁf er quam

ap well aa.the prejudices; - th mm,
and the bitter threats: of hir gez?
relatives. But she had miade her
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tion, and her resolution was.not tebe .
shaken; she freely gdve  up > dlly being
assured ‘ that whoso #forsaketh: not fa-
ther or mother, for the great cause-
Christis unworthy of him.*” : In order
to shew the serious nature of ber un-
dertaking, it may be observed, that to
worship God agreeably to the dictates
of her conscience, was not only gene-
rally at the risk of personal assaule, but
more than once at the immment ,hazard
of her life.

In, or about the year 1780, she, toge-
ther with her husband, was baptized at
Battle, and joined the Calvinist Baptist
church in that place, under the then
pastoral care of I‘Ar W. Vidler, (now of
Pariiament Court, London.) In this
communion she lived for some years, in
sentiment a Calvinist, and nothing par-
ticular arising to agitate the question of
orthodoxy, a quiet acqui€scgnce in the
received dogmas of Calvinism preclud-
ed the deadly crime of heresy.

‘This calm wasnot always to continue.
A circumstance in the course of Divine
Providence oceurred, which, while it
roused in her breast, all the tender feel-
ings of a fond {mother, shewed her the
fallacy of~her religious sentiments, as a
refuge in the hour of distress. This was
the loss of ‘a beloved and onl danghter,

snatched off in her chxldheﬁd : Her af«
fliction was deep : and while her habit-
ual piety induced submission, it also
nataraliy solicited her atteition to the
Divinie - character for suppoart - under
this . severe. stroke of his hand. But
here, instead of consolation, she
found - herself plunged * in tenfold
doubt- ind - misery.. She dared not
Jook to heaven, lest her child should be
missing from that seat of bliss.' The
grave was dark : futurity was dreadful.
‘¢ Who,'” she would exclaim, ¢ can as-
surc me, in the small gumber of the
clect, my child ‘is included ¢~ Ah, me!
miscrable! can ‘1 bear the thoughe?
‘There is a doubt ! ‘nay, a high probabi-
lity she is not!=—What! is this dear
infant, for whom 1 have suffered all a
mother’s pains; for whose existence my
willing kiees have often bowed in grate~
ful homage to the Father of Spirits,
whose sick couch 1 have nightly watched,
and from the overflowings of an aching
heart bedewed with unavailing tears,—
and - whose untimely -death I now so
deeply monrn,s—is shc formed for- no
other purpose tharn/-endicss 'damnation ?
Yes yeo; atmy be a9} my cledddaclares

~hear.and
Judge! must laugh at her.- tr&bulatmn;

Obi»tuai‘y.wM re.: Ann _Swmath.

it, and,oh, -dreadfol: theughtl I-mus
apprové- the .sentence ‘of - the

: and.anguish ! the mother must exult in.
the unending torments of her child !*?.

Such reflections, (thenatural conflict bc»
tween her better feelings and the horrid
doctrines of Calvinism) reduced her mind
to a situation little short of distraction,
and insanity or infidelity must haw: been
the consequence, had not some friendly
voice whispered in her ear,<~~*¢ The all-
bountiful God will some way_find a
means to exempt those from punishment

“whe have not actually sinped.” -

Although she ‘had ne. clear oncep:.
tion, according to her preconceived.ideas
how the Deity could be so bountiful,
yet the sentiment afforded a: buoyance
to her mind; and. in.this state -of donbt
and hope (the family baving removed to.
Brighton) she joined the Calvinist Bap-
tist church there in 17905 under the then
pastoral chargeof Mr. THomas Viue, (the
present respected member and. supportes
of the Unitarian cause-in:that. plage),
It tnay be weorthy of ‘remask,that ber
husband was stxll sozmdly onthodox:; -50
that she stood quite unsnypmted; Al
about the year 179=.01:3, the, pmaomof
heresy began to insinuate itaclf into this.
orthodox church; the. SYMPLATRE, W
of noddaubtfulna;tlil{m and ‘the - W
spreading wnh,gap disys-ampatation ¥
deemed abselutelynecessapy and, shagk-
ing to rclate, the pastorsmame stﬁndat)ﬁ
first of eighteen who were, dismemlk bered
incurable andjwhomno. ihrmm intreate
ies couldprcvanl on to-sign this .faveyre
ite article in their creed, * That Christ
died for the elect; and the ekct only.””

Amaopg this number is to be found
the name of the subject of this memoin
The doctrine of God’s universal love
was congenial to her mild and benevs-
ent temper ; her heart had lang been in
a stgte of preparation to receive ic; and
hope, and j joy, and peace. were the hap-
Py consequences.

The opposition of the orthodox pal"h
as before gbserved, wa ery violent;
their arguments indeed ?egv bﬂt o=
clusive ; their zeal makihg ampl ° “
mends for such trifling deficiencics ;
with one voice declarmg “ the doctrmC.
(viz. umvcz-sal x;cscora n) to be a dam-
nable error, spru xlg hel,* and one,
to give the ﬁnnahnng stroke and get .the
question for ever at_rest; mesgrt “ That
it it should please Godrto acng M‘“ “‘
hell, he.womtd. M&WW



Obituary.Rev. John Mills.

3¢ tha§ tiot bea nmatter incwious: to

+1¢ ‘reader to learn; - thacthis dircum;
stafice; "was’thre first cause of the subse_

qﬂ’eﬂ

devéased “was-one>of  the first who had
awﬁonouf Fof professing and: supportmg
iri-that plade the ‘more extended views
of Gad's 1ove ‘to his creatures,—though

it ﬁ‘ﬁs&at the sgmie time be acknow - -

e&gt tﬂm’nevcr carried hersentiments
faither’ bri “this. subject than as taught
by the late M Wmchestcr ;—this may
Wﬁmmq for;: .
1st. By &h’z‘“relief *Wknch hcr mind had
fkﬁi afsd > anxiously sought, being
aﬂ’eﬁd’e “$vthe: glnctrme of . umversal
rcseofhti&}f oot B
is ductrite was founded on'
é&dy ‘pre-conceived notions of di-
vme ‘vengeance and: Christ as a * vi-
caﬁoﬂs sacmﬂcc c. &c. and

g Connected with this, her being
thén ardived at thit tdmié of life, when
the: mind - seldom disengapes itself from
evéiy ‘arly ‘opinion. = In“the universal
db&nnéﬁthmfore from that-period she

beth Jived dnd rejmeed and maxntamed
1§tb Ker'deathi .

‘oA’ ?ﬁmﬁér of u%rcotnm:m hatural
sWedrhieds@ntd benevolence,: she united
ameavm qHpnadés - of - eharicter:in

‘foHowink the convictions

JPHer iy cseshibiting - tﬁrough ‘the
white edttse Wi tree bife; an‘exdmple ' of
idtpfiey; s of @hriitian meekiiess; “and
uifefe e pedry y%“J-i-Generous and faithful

i A Hei fﬁémﬁj)su—she was “alse mild
an¥plaéablé t& her enemibs 5 conducting
Heisele thwbigh 5N ¢he: relations of life
with gaels e‘ét ogad: attention” to its
W—m{mat‘hcﬁe who best knew her,
esteeried diid Wonoured her the most.
‘THe witedwRo offers this imperfect
tributitolitre departed worth of the ten-
d¥rest; thie vrlobg afFectionate of mothers,

daﬂﬁot "coftéiude’ without expressing a

h6peE, *tHat*Her example may have its
due effect ; and her memory, and her
iElEs 1irdy b "s6. cherished by those
wa“"ﬂm"viv@, that it may be said of a
treithy, v bexng ‘déﬂd she yet speaketh.”
RO R S R o , (34 W. T

Ew quq Ipim DMills.

””Dl&l the: Rev, Jomun MILLs, late
Piistor’ &P thies Getiera Baptist Church,
ffiebﬂﬂg HH"8t 2 *Thorhas"s Street, Ports-
Mouth,""Fife:dectised was a' native of

¢ introduction of -the glorious doc_
trine of - Unitariahism in Bnghtan. The

- the occasion.
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amrdbhscuce village. in: Northamptonshire,

" but/frdm hiseighth- till his twentieth
' yeat appears:to- bave resided with his

father, who - was many years pastor of
the ‘General Baptist Church at March,

in Cambridgeshire, when he went to
London, and acted as an assistant in a
school of respectability, ¢onducted by -
the Rev. Mr. Noble, predecessor of the
Rev. J. Evans,.quafhfymg himself at the
same time for the ministry, till he
accepted, an invitation from the Church
of Portsmouth to become their pastor,

to which office he was ordained on the
3o0th July, 1771 ; his father, the Rev.
Thomas Mills, the Revs.—~Evershed,
Sparshott, and J. Sturch officiating on
"T'his situation he filled-
till the month of April, 1812, a period"
of upwards of forty years, when from
the debility of age, and'an increasing’
weight of -infirmities he felt obliged to
resign. The latter years of his life
were much afflicted, but as'might have’
been expected, they served only to per-
fect his patience; and display his resig.
nation. His decease happened on the
gth Sept. last, being then in his 75th
year, and his remains were interred a
few days afterwards in the General
Baptxst Meeting-house, on which occa-
sion an appropriate address was deljv-
ered by the Rev. Jos. Brent, of Godal-.
min; who further nmprovcd the event
of his death, in an impressive discourse,

toa respcctable and nomerous audience
on the Sunday evening follosing, from’
the words of Paul o “Titus,- Chap. iv.

verses 7 and 8..

As a man Mr. ‘M. Wwas exern-plary-

the discharge of ‘every duty ; affectm-
ate as a husband, kind and ‘benevolent
as a relative, steady and firm as a friend ;

he was attached to the cause of hbcrty,
civil and religious, an advocate for
learning, and a promeoter of free inquiry.

— As a minister he did not stand high
in the scale of popularsty, though much
close reasoning and sound argument
were to be found in his discourses,
which were ever addressed to the un-
derstanding of his hearers, and though
sensible of the imporcance of just views
of religion, his aim was_generally to
improve the morals " and.correct the
heart. As a Baptist he was ever stren-
uous for that urdinance being adminis-
tered by immersion, as he ‘was tho-
roughly satisfied that such was the mode
adopted by Jesus, followed by his apos-
tles, and left for his "example. As a
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General tist heen ertained enlarged
views bf B‘th? ; % tlie nIJ)anc
Being$ and he’ taug 5:; he beltevegl,
that the operatiqus oftfle dnvmq: govern-
ment would result in the qltlmate well-
being of all . God’s rationgl creation.
‘With respect to the Deity he held the
seriptural doctrine of his unity in its
strictest scnse, and though he ascribed
a_pre-cxistept dignity to Jesus Christ,

One God wwas_the sole pbject of his
adoration and worship. That holding
such sentiments, he should have expe-
rienced much of the contumely aftend-
ant on an open avowal of them will pot
be thought strange ; but though he met
. with his-full share of this trial, like his
heaven-commissioned Mastcr, when
reviled he reviled not again, and if he
met with curses his blessing was ever

ready in return: Not long before his

death, during an interval ig whnch he.

.aﬂ his faxthful rmmstcts, and

appeared _to.. passess.the, f
h?spfacu t BS,P igfand o)t gcl%y:xtg :E of

that oP In, ho d they sl;xqu,l;l meet ;3;;

better world,” he’ rcPTg.e d, < I believe
sO 3> anothcr said to j‘u I‘hgpf;, Sir
that as through a fqng, e ygu,si;d noz

find- Chrxsnamty to. é)c a ni -
vised fable, you find it a @gl;fﬁ 5) ;:n

in your gfﬂlctlon,.mf “ Ido find d it,* he
anNsSwWere “® a n an
than that, 1shotl feel its Spomact b e
article “of d;atfx. : ,XE; was. thus
x"lauon:;} sChnstxamty could’ soothe"é'}ic
eath bed of its vatary aadmth rhids
d douby but that eltf;ls daid up o’; him
that crown of Lighteonsness, whxc‘),a the

Lord the Righiegus Judge,.shall give to
" those

s, P°

who love his appearing.
Newport, Isle of Wigkt.
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fapmzng of the Unitarian C/mpcl
~ Rcadmg.

Jt is now about }wo years smcc;
Vidler first went down from the Unsat,w
Yign Fund io R'ead}pg lS reach;
.%; ) lmpwn to our r crs, | xﬁw
& 2 ;c pe{tahle ng‘q} e; pcrspng to

¢ Um rian ddc‘é % cong.c-
quence, to Unitar s ip 'ﬂms
Eavp nut, §ven 1{;1@9:' upfavoux‘afb}c cir-
c tance yces,, <¢ 10x {5% ken the assembling
| :ggé ﬁe?’tsog t {x %hey baye'bqen

fome 3. mest, ofwn. w ithout a
pre ch r*r IQ’ comn’;o Fpacxo S
inmrkshop MI Qg 1, 4 ‘ﬁ hgve 0
tained a P‘“’P ¢ place of Weorshi a
smzt qhage‘f oi"mqu 9CeR Pigs
céng;cgatgon 9( éh;plsgs, fell into the
Jand; " of’ on¢ of the mcmby:rs of the th
Umtdrxan Socxcty A bwlder- and, he
has cnlary cd and" qnbroved, apd, 1t m,ay
I‘ve truly saxd f)qautmed i, .and, it Was
occupied fo{ the 'Qr§t txmc as a mta-
rian Chnpc » of Tyesday, ay,

(f pxi/x y, the ¢ d! 4t h, 5t
mstant. ‘defer coxxducte
services in the tcmporary cht;n b usc,

for the last txmc, the preceding Supday.

oxdiy e A %ﬁzﬁ%@g

rayer

ya.

)‘? oﬁ%mb

d
%‘SHP&J%%B% m@é
e magmq.' e in mattges; of
g. 1}5 EE; ggtancc of
gL, Wals aﬁfm} jes, of
of 2. -ri,e anx L7519 ) SRS EE AT
| se v; 05; th @équﬂnom'
ing Yms «% B sty Mth
g[n? ,vdu;w iy W!B usssmf
o *éfié:m e
thig u).y ;t; ?
X W}{é@

whq §¢l,xyc .
§—34Q,, € 18 taPF% of -1

dPos/upc,o 4] ; Divipe Unity, -, .
| cwﬁcn the' m?rmoﬁ ag
5#‘;’? !6 ﬁy@ the acn&

N%' _t;lf tr ’i‘o‘
geghcr, g, ft in ;h,e a»,r,( ath

pleasapt, ‘an 9‘% sqnusiation th
3

touk glac:, w ppg e remembe eiby
The company cansisi¢d of

_about fty persons,
In the cvcnmg Mra. Boes
ducgd the service, ap
Gl
'The

ag reached ; dw tex
the Sl._;; ject, thc dcath ot! :
preacher co e arst 1ptura
account gg %s iy ﬁpc’gmr&gly, the
'ag:connt of it gméﬁ in the' pievailing sys-

0 Ct
o & e:»;? 3:3%@
Chut J?f-

rehglpn ’
Hoitazien
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ﬁqfi

_’wg

eqapmg
ccs of

galn intro-
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\u 14y
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{ém¢ of Christianity ; and then. oom?a
eil- the two-accounts, and concludc,d

-with remarks and exhortations, bearing -

upon the Unitarian faith and the moral
duties of Unitdrians.

There 'was a collection at thc ddots
aftereach service. Yearly. gvyency pounds
were collected.,

" The 1ast ‘sesvice. was on Thursday
c\remng whEti Mi’ Aspla.nd preached
once more!by appdintment: the suh-

745"
he, n.qml!aa‘ w

.xfmmp ya ,wcf but thc,,ﬂc mmm
[LN onee waﬂ fillad. | .-~

M. Vidler's mdnqusi lion. threw a-
damp upodn the minds of the congrege.-:
tion and their friends:; but before the.
services closcd they had the. satxsfactwa
of witnessing an amendment in his
health, and have the pleasing prospect
of his ministerial labous (with the
blessing of Divine Providence) tHe two

jeet, Paul befére Fchx, from Acts xxiv. following Supdays; after which they

04, 5. ' expect (with the same rchance upen
--The pl e%santhcss of the services was the Disposer of our times) 40 be visited.

mdich eshatided’ by the very agreeable by Messrs. Bennett, Gdcbnst, and

iode in " whichf’ *lhe congregation. con- others. |

duct their singitle ; tli# choir is assisted  Nov. 27, 1813.

by several ‘appropriate instruments, _

played with judgment and taste.
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TRINITY BILL.

Unitarian Fund.

At 3 Special General Meetmg of the
Subscribers to the Unitarign Fund,
holden at the Kin §’s Head Tayern, in

',;t:éc Foultry, ao
3 ‘Mr. Aldcrman GOOMHERE in. the

Resq'[ved jin 'ixsl
l ‘That Wwe coff gxitqtggzhg gxght
’bﬁ*ém ‘fnan—a’ tight denv

diately from the Alm
to “fornt “Kis” own reli

oug opimions,
*Huy Mi’esé them amongst his neighbonrs
g “fctlow- cregtutes, and tg .a¢s upon
em in the exefeises of dwme waorship;
—that in preligiaus: opinjan,, professien,
| ﬁ'brship, as held, avowed and ob-
d ‘in Great Britain, thgre is no ln-
"tétrruption of the peace of civi) socict
,and no call for the interference gf t
F e, wha carinot afféct to ’ ole-
tate - without aasummg authority to Per-
seduta s and that all penal stagutes, whe-
t!t‘1hcr emact fine of impriseument,
positive bodily suffering, or whether
he declare civil disabilities, exclusion
| prim:orr, o the gmund selely of
such’ opnnlon, profcssmn and worship,
, .ﬁdﬁ?sr irivasion® of natnral right,
| Zm’p ugnapt §0 the Christian
g,ch on, and to, thc spixit of the Brisish
' onsﬁ * gs}y
! Ehat i ﬂng?ulaﬂi Chistians, dis-

)'l\' 3 s

riday, "Augnst 2,

rgatw-—- 1 of

tinguished ﬁ'otn our fellow Christians
only by the faith and worship which we
have learned from the Holy Scriptuses,
—thgt the God and Father of the Ugj-
veérse is one Bei ig Mmd and Persqn,
the sole object o gious Worshxp,
apd that Jesx;s Cbns;, xq & ghq 1)y, ho-
noured, and c‘hvmcly en; weci esscp-

ger of God —w- ha n§ fb }hg m

justice of b:an %

statyte frotp eyen | th: X zg}?ns

J)erty w. xp was g tC ,t;hg, rggss
;oteqtgp}'. rs s Dﬂ Y

619 wc hy ‘ﬁa gonggive do rcél#on

was to be found

o our, charagiser
c uct as sy qs cl ¢

ugn J:. have gg%eery cldqd, %ﬁz 6
yie

the squmy to any de
tion or class of opx foyn m, L
Resglved unagimaus

1. That’ we ! Q 9 # Uni-
tau:m brethgen g t& E 1q p.iy ppesed
into a2 Law for the yeli thoig whe
impugn the dpgtring of the Trimity:
British Legislature haying thus readily
performed an acy gf Justice denigd by
the House of Comumens, twepty years
ago, to the” earpest and ek gygng a pli-

c3tion of that ahle ap and
cvﬂ-mcmmab}csmeﬁmaa, %e Iate Mr.
Foax. N
Rcsolved
1V. That in nh aﬂ ‘the
friends of religy ?ﬁ ‘gﬂ and just go-
VHIRnaEnt, m xq_yom galscmmpg
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laws, emadted at. the 2ra. of the;Rewvolu-
tion, iy .direct > givlation of; the princi-
ples ther asserted, and swhieh; though
too cruel and impolitic to be often en-
forced, have yet remained far a century
the disgrace of the 'statute book, are at
length expunged, amidst a general ac-
quiescence in the justice and even ne-
cessity of their repeal.’ o
-v: Resolved unanjmously,
- V. That our best .acknowledgments

are due to William Smith, Esq. M P.-

for his compliance with the request,

originating in our Committee, to brm%
the subject of the legal insecurity of

Unitarians before Parliament, and for
his unremitted attention to the Parlia-
mentary progress of the Bills, which he
accordingly brought into the House of
Commans, . for the repeal of those penal
statutes which had so long rendered
Unitarians liable to be deprived of civil
protection merely on the ground of their
religious profession. -
Resolved unanimously,

VI That we trust the period is ad<'
van(i:]g, .and would willingly hasten its
arrival,’ when not only Christians of
every description, but also cur country-
men at large, shall be alike free to pro-
fess and defend their opinions, and alf
equally partake the civil rights of Bri-
tons. ‘ | -

_ Resolved unapimously, =~

.-VIL That as Unpitarian Christians
feared net to professand inculcate what
they esteem the doctrines of the Gospel,
though liable to the infliction of severe
pgga;‘t,igs, it is thdir incumbent duty,
ngw that they are placed within the pro-
tection  of the, law, not to relax their
efforts, but rather to extend those éx-
ertiols glqigl; _well consist with' thé
peace and order of civil society and- the
purest principles of Christian charity.

_ Resolyed upanimously,

VIIL. That the Thanks of this Meet:

ing be given to the Committee of the
Unitarian ' Fund, for their zealous dis-
charge of the trust committed to them,
and for "their watchfulness over-the in-
terests of the Unitarian bodp

Resolved unanimously,

IX. That the above Resolutions be
printed, and that a copy besent to every
member of the Society within the reach
of the twopenny post. -

Resolved unapimously,
X. That the Resohationrs now passed
be advertised in the MoNTHLY RE-
POSITORY,—a publication which, for

Trinity Bill.

the support it gives t6 the cause of - free-
inquiry and religious liberty, is entitled
to .the countenance of -the Unitarian
Body, and particularly of this Séciety.
Resolved unanimously, = -

- XI. That the above Resolutions be
advertised also in the principal periodical
publications and the newspapers, - at-
the discretion of the Committee.

SAMUEL GOODBEHERE,
- Chairman.

John Christie, Esq. having tiken the
Chair, it was Resolved unanimously,

That the thanks of the Meeting be
given to Mr. Alderman Goodbehere for
his conduct in the Chair, and for his

‘general support of the rights and liber-

ties of his fellow-citiZens "and fellow-
countrymen of all denéminations.

Unitarian Sociely.

At a Special General Meeting of the
Unitarian Society for promotipg Chris-
tian Knowledge and the Practice of
Virtue, by the Distribution of Books,
convened for the purpose of taking into
consideration the Act lately passed-for
the “ Relief of Pérsons who inipugn the-
Doctrine of the Trinity,”’ holdén-at the -

- - > s

Chapel in Essex Street, July 30,1813,
The Rev. THoMAs BELSHAM,; in-
the Chair, .~ ~-'- < - i
" The followibg Résslutions moved by
Isaac Solly, Esq. and seconded hySir’
Charles Colville, were adopteds =
- Resolved,” = . - 7 oo- ‘
- 1. That the Membeis pf ‘this Society
view with great satisfaction the recent
success of a measure, which more than
twenty years ago they solicited iii vain,
though supported by the transcendent
abilities of the late Mr. Fox ; "and-“th?
congratulate each other and the friends
of civil and religious liberty in general,
that by the Bill which has lately passed
for the ¢¢ relief of those who impugn
the doctrine of the Tridity,” persons
who profess their dissént from that ar-
ticle of the Established Creed are-no
longer exposed to severe and ruinous
penalties, but are’ placed under ' the
protection of the law. = = -
1I. That the Membeérs of this Sucticty
are truly grateful to the Legidlature for
the liberality and usaitimity ‘with which
this important measurg was rch;vcd 5.
and for the readingss and AHT&C‘I“IE‘Y _“{“h
which, when the 'dri""g"infﬁl" Qiil "Was lost,
through a technical informality, a new

PR
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agne ded
“’?,h uged;
negEss

Bill was_ allowed to_be in-
s, and was
! nges in
Royai'Assent prcv:ously to the proro-
gation_of Parhament.

(11.. That this Society haxl the pre-
sent mcasure as an auspicious prelude
to t hat happ{

political. restrictions on religious
grounds shall. be for ever abolished;
when an mvxd;ous and limited Tolera-
tion shall give way to UNIVERSAL
RELIGIOUS L1BERTY; and when all,
without distinction, shall be entitled
by law.to the possession of those civil
and ]goht,xcal ivileges which are the
buthnght of Britons. --

IV. That the thanks of this Society
be given to that able and enlightened
Member of Parliament, leham Smith,
Esq. for the generous zeal with which
he has stood forward, upon this and
many other ocgasions, to vindicate the
rngxts and h\bert‘xes o£ his fellow-sub-
jegts 5. .for Lomptxtude and cheer-
fulp.gag with Wth he undertook to in-
troduce. this important measure  into
Pra(:éauiept, and for the attention and
persevc;an,qg w&tfl which he watched

ng the measure in every

‘ stasgr 1'99 ¢ss, tﬂl the Bgn ‘which
lf§, T é?r 1q a conspicuous rank

in thé honourable recoirds of civil and

Ac%lgg@ diberty, -zeegived the Royal

en
%‘hat iChau‘man be desired to
commumcate hese Résolutions of tbe

L&?gré'%%rqs AM Chalrman.

Tﬁ¢ Chairman. having left the Chair,
lt waﬁ,xgov Lbby Sir , arlcs Colvxllc,

gi:\gi Y. Jsaac So Esq.
anks. of this Mectmg be
¢V ‘T. Belsham for his
t x t e Chair, and for the great
ig» 1¢ _has an this and every
ernced both by his ex-

Ay COof pct and hxs masterly writ-
1{%,@ p[ the mtﬂ‘csts of the Christian

s r‘glﬂ?-v i

¢t was thén movq:d b; James Young
Eﬁ; aqd Sc,condca by Sir Charlcs Col.

th anks of this Soc,lcty be
84%'?!1 to ﬂhi v?;)y thy Secrejary, the Rev,

Joil, jggﬁﬁ@ q;rg romptntude that he

momng the Meetin

9 is i artant occasion, and for
hl&ﬂ% !:5{;1 zealous dtscharge of the
dytics o gituation.

)‘ JOYCE, Sccrctary

‘was_expedited thraugh' the
passed by
ume to 1ece1ve ‘the

day, when all penal lasws

74T

RESOLUTIONS adopted. at a Meetmg
of the 'Ken i atid SussEx s UnrTa-
R¥AN CARISPIAN ASSCOCLATIONS. |
hald at Nortlﬁam, goch Occ. 1818.

" Resolved, ’
I. That we thus publicly cxprcss ‘our ™

- gratitude to the great Parent of al

good, congratulate each other, and re.-
joice with the liberal-minded ofall de-
nominations, that a bill has been brought
into Parliamentand passed, so essential
to the right of private judgment in re-
ligion, and the open avowal of what
may result from it; freeing ‘those who
deny the doctrine of the Trinity from
pams and penaltxes, and putting them-

=

 under the protection of the law,

II. That we are highly gratified by
the unanimity with which the above
Bill passed the two Houses, and receiv-
ed the Royal Assent, flatterihg our-
selves that it will be a rrelude to the
abolition of all political restrictions and
distinctions on the ground of religion.”

111. That receiving this fresh act of
justice from the Legislature, whilst we
relax not our exertions in ‘the deéfence
of the Divine Unity, and of supreme
Worship as directed to the One only
living and true God, we will be; as ever,
equally excmplary for a respectto the
peice, the good order, the prospeﬁty
and happiness: of our country.

- 1V. That the thanks of this Associ~
atxon are due to, ‘and that they be’tring-
mitted by the Chairman, w:th tHese Ré-
solutlons, to W. Smith, Ecq M. Ppfor
his activity, zeal, and® persevcl'alﬁé in
promoting the abdve great’ ob?ec’t. d

V. That the thanks' of ‘th M&ﬁﬁg
are due to the Chiirman; fpr*hi! "Ridd
assistance, ‘'and ' able, and nnpsmiht
conduct in the Chair: -

LAWRENCE HODDEN.
Tenterden, Oct. 21, 18183. a

N. B. Transmitted to the EdltOl' of
the Repository by ‘the request of thc
Assocnauon

At a Mcctmg of the Southern Unl-
tarian Socxctygf r promoting the genuine
knowledge the Scriptures and the
practice of virtue by the dxsmbutxoﬁ of
books), holden at the Unitarian Chapel,
Newport, Isle of Wight, the 1 3th of
October, 1813, v

THOMAS CooKE Esq, in thc Chait,

E The following Rcsolubons, in reférénhe

1o the Act passed in the last session of
Parliament, for the ¢ Relief of Persons
who im the Doctrire of the Trinity,”
werge carricd unanimiously :
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RESOLVED) S
-x. That it is the right'of every man
to worship God agreeibly to the didtates
of his conscienice, and'by all peaceable
means to publish and defend his religi-
ous- opiniens, witheout being subject to
any pains, penalties, or privations what-
ever. .
. 2, That the principles of Religious
Liberty, by which this right is recog-
nized, were asserted at the Revolution 3
and have long been the glory of Eng-
lishmen.

3. That revertheless, in opgosition;

1o -these principles, persons denying the
doctrine of the Trinity were first exclud-

ed from the benefits of the Toleration

Act, by a clauvse in that Aect itself; and
afterwards by the statute of the <th- and
soth of William the Third, it was enact-
ed, ‘¢ That if any person or persens,
havine been'educated in, or «t aty time

having nrade profession of the Christian

religion wythin this realm, chall, by
writing, printing, teaching. or advised
eaking, deny any one of the P:rsons

in-the- Holy Trinity to be Geod, or shall

assert ur maintain there are- more Gods
than owme, or shall’ deny the Christian
religion to be true, or. the Holy Scrip-
tures of the Old and New Testarrent
to: be of Divine- authiority; and shail,
upon indictmest or information in any
of- his Dajesty’s Courts of Westminster
or:at the assizes; be-therenf lawfully
convicted by. the oath of tWo-or more
credible witmesses, such "person  or per-
gons:for the first offence shall be adjudg-
ed incapable and disabled in law to all
inténtsrand purposesawhatsocver, to have
or enjoy-any ofliee or offives,-employ-
mént - or employments, - ecclesiastical,
civil, or military, or any part:in them,
or any' préfit or advartage' appertaining
to them, or any. of them. .And-if any
persen: or petsons so cenvicted  asafore-
said, shall at the time of his er their
conviction, enjoy or Ppossess -any. office,
place, or employment, such office, place,
or oyment, shall be-void; and 1s
hercby declared vaid. And if sueh, per-
son or’ persons -shall be a'second time
Iawfully.convicted as aforesaid, of all or
any of-the aforesaid. crime or- crimes,
that-then he, or they shall from thence-
forth be disabled to sue, prosccute, plead;
or use any actiom or information in gny
court of law or'equity, or to be guardian:

Triviity Bill.

- of any: child, or exectitor or administra.

tor of any person, or capable of any.
legacy or deed of gift, or to bear any
office civil or military, or benefice ec.
clesiastical, for ever within this realm
and shall also suffer imprisonment fu;'
the space of three years, without bajl
or mainprize from the time of such
conviction.”

4. 'That we sincerely’ rejoice in the
repeal of these acts as far as they thys
aftect ourselves, and of others still more
severe, as affecting our Unitarian Bre-
thren in Scotland ; feeling that poth
they and we nio lenger owe our safety
to a precarious connivance, but may
publicly worship our Maker, and defend
our opinions, under thé full protection
of the laws. |

5. That our satisfaction in this legal
recoghition of our just rights is further
encreaséd, when we reflect on the suf-
ferings of persons who in past ages
professed sentiments smiilar to those
which we feel it our duty to avow.

6. That we are anxious, in the first
place; to express our gratitude to the
Almighty Disposer’ of Events for this
signal instance of his' protection and fa-
vour, S

7. That “our thanksare likewise due
to all those  Membets of Patliament
who were instrimhentalin obtaining this
Act of’ the legisjature in" our behalf;
patticulafly te‘that-able andenlightened
sentator, WILL1AM SMI1TH, Esq. for
kis zealows” and- perseverihg efforts not
only ‘on thid' eceasion; bt during a lon
political life devoted ‘to the' cause of civi%
and réligicusliberdy. - |

8. Thit, ad  disciples of - the same
Master, wo earnestly wish to hail the
time when duir'Catholic’ brethren shidlt
be ekt d Frome -religious restrictions
and disabthties ;- and when all those pe-
nal:laws, WHHA :tend’ to' shackle'the
mind-and" enslvecthe - conscience, shall,
betxg}x&eam%pe statute book.

9. thésé Resotutions be sent for
insertionr to-‘thé’ Monthly Repository,
and advertised in the Times, the Couricr
antd-Salisbary Journal. ' .

Promas Covk¥, Chairman,

10. That the thanks of this meeting
bé gfwr to Thomas Gooké, Exq. for bis
abje‘aonduét’in' the Chdir.

- JorN FUrLrLAGATR, Secrctary.
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS;

- , _ OR '
The Christian’s Survey of the Political World.

L

/

‘Events since our last have crowded
on us in such a manner as strike with
awe and astonishment both the world-
ly politician and the sincere Christian.
The glory of the mighty counqueror is
cast down to the ground. His armies
bave been defeated, and he is returned
to his capital a second time to appal
his oppressed subjects with the heart-
rending intelligence, that the armies
of the enemy are approaching their
territories, and that they, in their turn,
will have to fight for their country and
their independence. All Europe bow-
ed aot long ago 1o the nod of this
mighty sovereign. He himself at last
proclaims from his throne—All Eu-
rope is now against us :—and the bold
language is held that France and him-
self would rise superior to every at-
tack. Fraunce is likely indeed to see
again upon ber own seil the troops of
a great confederacy, and it has no
longer to resist them the mighty ener-
gy of sounl, which arose from the
feelings of  liberty and independence
breathed into her by the revolution.

- Buonaparte. was fixed in Dresden,
making this place the peint d’appu:
of his'armies. The main force of the
confederates was in Bohemia, and in
the North the. Crown Prince was at
the head of a large army protecting
Prussia, and threatening the country
oy the banks of the Elhe from Leipsic
to Hamburgh. Instrncted by former
disasters the confederates moved with
a decided plan to-bear down with all
their force upon the Frengh in such a
manpner, as to surrgund them, and
to compel them to fight under every
disadvantage. The French K Emperor
saw through their plangand was con-
scious, at the same time, of his own
Incapacity to render it ineffectual. To
Femain at Dresdem was imposgible,
and he bhad already staid too long to

lve him a chance of extricating

imself without immense loss, If be
moved . forward into Bohemija, the
Crown Prince would gain the com.-
mand of the Elbe, und cut off his
retreat. If he marched against the
own Prince, the confederate empe-
Perors would press upon him. To

YOL, VIII, 4

' between seventy and eighty

evacuate Dresden, and forsake the
line of the Elbe, and march back into
France without a battle, did not suit
his lofty spirit, or the difficulties in
executing such a plan might appear
insuperable. On reviewing the whole
there seems to have been vacillations
in his mind, and to them probably he
may now attribute the extent of his
losses. He staid too long at Dresden,
either to ensure victory or to make a
safe retreat. If he could not fight
the battle in Bohemia, it was in vain
to expect success, when be was com-
pelled to fight one in Germany against
the united armies of his opponents.

Oun leaving Dresden, Buonaparte
took the direction of Leipsic, €arrying
with him the King of Saxony and his
family. The confederate emperors
immediately marched their troops af.
ter him, and it was soon seen, that the
neighbourhood of Leipsic would be
signalised by a bloody field, to deter-
mine the fate of Europe in this mighty
conflict. It is now. said, thuat the
arrangement of his troops was net
such as might' be expected from so
experienced a commander: but this
question must remain undecided even
among military men, till a clearer
account is giventof the-relative posi-
tion of the armies before the horrible
days of combat. Napoleon quitted
Dresden on the s5th of October, and
after various marches and counter~
marches, the armies om both sides
found themselves in the neighbourhood:
of Leipsic on the 16th, when the
sanguinary battle began, which was
completed on the 18th, with the total
overthrow of Buonaparte’s army, and
the loss of an immense number of men,
with nearly all his ammunition, guns
and baggage. He is supposed to have
lost sixty thovsand men in these fatal
days, and with the wreck of his army,
thousand
men, he made the best of his way back
towards France.

So complete a defeat excited an
expectation, that the retreating army
mig bt receive considerable molestation
in its retreat, and hopes were enter-
tained of the capture of the general
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Bnt, the victory was not obtained on
the part of the confederates without
great loss, and they required time for
repose aftey their. fatigunes. Hence
Buonaparte, by the’ rapidity  of his

Siate of Public Affwirs.

The . triumph of the confederates
‘was not owing entirely either to their
bravery, numbers, or to the skill of
their arrangements. -'Fhe conflict
might have terminated very differently,

movements, escaped from the main if treacheryhad not palsied the arm of
body of the confederates, and he pal- their potent enemy. The German
liated, in some degree, the disgrace of auxiliaries quitted him in the hottest
bhis defeat, by the victory he claimed of the conflict, and not only quitted
over the Austro-Bavarian army, at himm but turned the edge of their
Hauau. This army, by rapid marches, swords against him. It was impossible
had followed the course of the Mainon for him thus situated to pursue any
its right bank, with a view of inter- effective plan, and all the skill he was
cepting Buonaparte in_his flight, and master of, and the bravery of the
had they been more numerous this troops of his owu nation, were unable
battle wounld have put an end to the to extricate bim on this trying occa-
conflict. But Buopnaparte was still sion. The complaint. of - treachery
powerful, aind his cavalry far exceeded served to diminish: his failure in the
thdt of  his opponents, They were eyesof his country, but the nations
driven from the' plains’ of Hanau to- of Europe, wearied with the tyranny
wards Aschaffenbouryg with great loss, under which they have so long groaned,
and Buonaparie boasted  of the tro- will not view with severity an action,
phies which he had gained on that to which they are so much: indebted
day, and which were sent to Paristobe for the prospect of returning liberty.
laid at the feet of the Empress. But The intentions of-the conquerors
the’ French. Emperor did not place with respect to Europe are not yet
much reliance on this success: for he known. They must have complete
continued his hasty route to Mentz, possession of the countries, before
19td which fortress he 'marched his they determine on their foture govern-
troops, leaving ouly on the right bank ment; and it remains to be seen, what
of the Rhine 4’ sufficient .number of efforts will. be made by the French to
troops to guard his camp and fortifi- regain their late uabounded influence
<ations at Cassel. """ oun the continent. The military plans
On the day after the great victory of the confederates are not as yet
mear. Leipsic, the confederate empe-- completely developed: The emperor
rors. with the’ Crown Prince entered of Amstria has advanced.as far as
that town. The king of ‘Saxony was Hanau, and his advanced guard has
there left. to make ‘what terms he had-some affairs with the French at
could with tlie conquerors, and what' Cassel. An invasion of -the French
will_be His fate time must determiné.' empire in that quarter may be expect-
He is now a prisoner to them, and his, ed, dnd as the inhabitants of the left:
dbminjons are under the government bank of the Rhine are GGermans, they
of the confederate powers. A striking “may participate in the sentiments of
conirast to his sitwation about twenty' their brethren on the right, and sepa-
ytars' ago, when bhe received the em. rate from the government, to which
peror of’ Augtria and the king of they have been for some time s0
Prussia, and with tHem.' farmed ™ at intimately connected. Here then will
Pilhitz the ‘celebrated plan for eon- be an opening into the territories of
téouling the power, of France! What what was formerly called France, and-
changés has lre not experienced since the Prassians and Austrians may again
that time! To France'he. owed his try their fortunes on the plains of
elevation to the rank of  .king—to ChAmpagne.” The Crown Prince, who
France he owed a great aceession of had so 'gréat a share in the glory of
tevritory, * With. the ' huwilidtion of the battle of Leipsic, marches with
that coudtry, which.he was one of the his forces through ~ Westphalia into
fi¥st .to, attempt to depreéss;, bhis own 'Holland,; where the inhabitants have
~degradation is connectedi:” Whether “anticipatéd his wishes, by taking upon.
the confederates will: pesmdit him fo themselves the recovery of :their }i-
relgn or not, tithe must shew, yet bérty and indcpendence: b
probuably he wahted opportunity only, y bétag sitaated -in an -tsland we .
not inclination, to desert hi§ Benéfag: are dépendént on the  winds for our
tor. . - Y newe frém the continent, and -at ths
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interesting perjod they were singularly.

anfavourable to us. In fact we received

tbrough Franece tlie account of Buage.
naparte’s return to his capital;, and the.

victory he had obtained at Hanau,

. French tyranny, and in this the
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sent. the greati poipt- is;to get.rid of:
. the people-
seem to be. generally  united. - The-
. chief towns. have drivea. away the:
French gairisons, and selected: from:

After a long delay a delegation arrived, themselves committees for-the admin.

in-Eugland - from ‘Holland, communin. istration of.the government.

cating the welcome” news of & great.

change that had tsken place in that

country. Holland hus been very une.

A déle-
gation hag. also arrived in-.this country -
to.communieate with ounr, government-
aund with the Prince of Orapge:.on .the

happily circumstanced not only daring, subject of the change, and measures:

the revolution, but for some time pre-
vieus to it. Emngland and Prussia
took part in the domestic concerns of
that country, by which the party,
called the Patriots, were driven. out,
and the Orange party, gaining the
aseendaucy, exercised in a very wanton
manner the superiority it had cbiained
through: foreign influence. The Pa.
triots couwrted the interference of

Yrange, whose cabinet was too much,

occupied by its own concerns.to grant
them the relief they requested: but it

gave them an asylum, and all the as~y
sistance that could be expected withqut .

to a rupture.with the powers. themselves, and it is to be hoped that

ceming
that had patronised the Stadtholder.
When the French' Revolution burst

ont, the Patriots availed themselves

ofir for a retarn into their own coun-,

trys and then the Stadtholder himself,,

were taken te render Hollandiall: the.
assistance possible. A;large. force was.
to be. sent thither with: the Prince-
himself at their head, and as in.the.
appointment of committees they look-
ed to those, who were in the govern.
mwent in the year 1793, it is probable.
that the Prince will be invested in his
office with all the powers belonging
to it at-that time. Already theybegin

. ta talk big, acd think of the advantage-

of annexing the Netherlands to the

- United Provinces, to make a compact

goverument: but. .they have much to
do in forming a good gevernment for

time has cooled. their animosities, and -
- that both parties, having smarted so
long under a maost oppressive tyranny,

- will leagn to.forget and forgive, and to
_umite 'in liberal. concessions to each

and:a vast body af his adherents,. other for the. good. of the commona

shared a similar fate.

t0 find-an agylum in Great Britain and
Prugsia,  ~ ° ;

Since that time various changes
bave taken place 4mong them. From

A republic, they have been couverted-

iato a kingdom, the, kinggom,has.,becn

prévinice of F rance. Uidex French,
tyranny, the most adverse possibie to
alb their

ly to .commercial industry, they have
long groaped, angd it is to be hoped

'

femoved, and. they have become a.

former habits, and paxticular. .

_ They were in, wealth..
their turn- driven ont, and. compelled.

The. arrival of Buonaparte  in - his:
-capifal. spread..cousternation.:over ‘his .
kingdom, but nothing has openly.
appeared . to -indicate a . decline in his.
authority. He has met his Conser-
vative Senate, and has received -ad-
dresses' of. -a signilar nature--to. those

that are offered. to crowned headson:

the eve of their descemt fromx: the -
throne. He did. not disgmise the:
extent of the calamity that bhad befallem
him,. and hijs nation, in very . plain~
langnage, peointed oyt the appreben-:.

thet  both Pn't’ui-idts" and Orange-men, siops . they . were, under of an invaw,
have forgotten their ancient animasities: sion of their country,and the necessity

and can unite, cordially in suppaert of

there was.fox every Frepchman-arming

their common couptry.  The. grounds, in defence of;its ind¢pendence, andihis. -

of ‘their variance are not g?ﬁm@u)f-

known in this country, but they chiefly
'ést on this,—that one party was
Continually adding to the influence of
thie Orange famnily, whilst the other

Were for confining thie, hgad  of 4ty to,
the offices of Stadtholder and high _

fldmiral, within the limits of the law,
‘"fd»'tgg:réeably--to-the republican con-
Stitution of the government. At pre-

own propextyy; The example of, Poland o
(that wicked act of .original jacobinism)
was held out to them, as a presage of
what they might expeet.. The powers
which  partitioned Poland, were ad.
vancgiwg.intg , France, and without thfe
utmost energy in defence of their
common country, the horrors of War.

"saw might, under another Suwwarrow, .

be exhibited in its capital. A con-
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tress to which the Emperor was

brought, and it is evident, that what

ever may be the success of the confe.
derate powers, it will be impossible, for
some time for him to rise from his ab.
Ject situation, much less to attain to
that height, from whichit is to be hoped
he is irrecoverably fallen. When on the
banks of the Niemen he surveyed his
gallant army, he proudly anticipated
glorious triumphs, and additions to
bhis coffers. All that he had accumu-
lated has been lost in the last effort,
and the countries whence he derived
his resources, are falling from him.
“To proper France he must now look
for support, and even in that couutry
there may still be a feeling for liberty,
which it will be impeossible to keep
under. - There are forms sufficient
by which the French may make known
their sentiments, and this change
may be as beneficial to them as to the
rest of Europe. It is an awful time,
and we shall see whether the late
judgments have made the proper im-
pression on the bearts of sovereigns
and people. Beth had much to learn,
and the severe chastisement inflicted
on them will; it is* to be hoped, bring
‘both to a proper sense of their daty,
‘and teach them eqnally true loyalty,
and a due sense of their situation in that
dispensation of God, which authorita-
tively commands kings and people to
become obedient to their common Sa-
~Wur, the Prince of Peace. o '

The news -of this wonderful change
in the affairs of Europe was brought to
England on fhe ¢ve of the opening of

the sesstonis ‘Uf parliatnent, and afforded-

noble scope’ for the speech of the Prince
Regent. . The sentimeénts contained in

it could mot ‘but be 'satisfactory to the -

whole nation: There was rio presump-
tuous’ etevation, no degrading expres-
sions on: the fallen: ¢ 'no disposition to

require from : France sacrifices of any

description inconsistent with her honour
or just pretensions ‘as a mnation 3”® and

,I" ¢
)

“the alli

¥as dnacfcld, adhdsévkral‘financial *
gzls pasied, ?h:%: “provéd the dis- “gheat b

State of Public Affairs.—Correspondence.
scriptiop of three hundred thousand this se

yment w %& gualiyascribed to
.gaeage wag log ed&;_t@gg the
essing to be derived, but thae
could not be attained without farther
exertions, and great pecuniary supplies
were necessary for the subsidies to the
allies.. The war with America was 1a.
mented, and a readiness expressed to en.
ter into discussion with that government
for a conciliatory adjustment of all the
differences between the two powers, on
principles of- perfect reciprocity, not in-
consistent with the established maxims
of public law, and with the maritime
rights of the British empire.

Addresses were voted in both houses
with great cordiality, which were fol-
lowed by the grant'of a large loan, and
by aiew regulations respecting the mili-
tia, to render them more efficient in the
great contest. Party seemed to be quite
asleep, and joyful as such an event must

e X
e

- be, it rendered the sittings of the houses

less interesting, less occupied by debates.
One subject engaged their. attention,
which materially affects the clergy, who
have lately been harassed by qui tan
actions, brought agaimst, them by an in-
former, who, from his late situation of
bishop’s secretary, enjoyed particula

opportunities for his purpoges, ‘The plan
was toderive an imimense sum in fines
from the clergy, who had mot complied

‘strictly to the letter, of an g¢t;of, parkia-

ment respecting residence.; bnt,, the jn-
former sgeﬁisqﬁ ely to 2 foiled ;.,i'qr .
a bill has been brought isito parliament
to stop all proceedings under that . act,
till the'month of April, within. which
tinte, it is to be prespmed, shat some
better regulations will’ he made to en-
force the views of the legislature, with-
‘out subjecting’ the .clergy to the mercy
of a common informer, . L would seem
'stfange, that the army apd, pavy -§hPNd
'bé kept to their duty by quz tam actiopss
and it is e"quél';y “absurd ‘thdt ‘tbe clergy
should be exposed to them. They dre
all equally officers under the civil:pow-
er, and may all-be, equally gg@g.ul.ated
by their superiors ‘in their respective de-
partments. T |
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The Memoir of Mr. Bealey in our next Number.
We have the melancholy task of announcing to our readers the death of the

Rev. SAMUEL PaLmER, of Hackney, whose Memoir of Dr. Ashworth, an
whose name, in another communication, appears in the present number.

e

died Sunday morning, the 28th inst, after a very short illncss.





