
Memoir of the late Rev. Joseph
Prie stley, LL. D. F. R. S. $rc.

[With the Portrait, we think it
may be useful and agreeable to many
of our readers to give a Memoir, of
Dr. Priestley. We have taken the
liberty, to copy the life published in
the Eighth Volume of the General
Biography, 4to., and drawn up, as
appears from the signature, by the
able and elegant pen of Dr. Aikin,
and to adapt it more particularly to
this work by the addition of notes,
for which we are indebted to a friend ,
to whom the commencement and the
continuance of the Monthly Reposi-
tory are chiefl y owing, whose com-
munications form a rich portion of the
past volumes, and to whom the read-
ers may still, it is hoped, look for
entertainment and instruction. The
whole of the notes are original and
by the same friendl y hand.

Editor.]
JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, LL.D.

F. R. S., &c. a very eminent phi-
losopher and divin e, was born in
March, 17^3, at Field-head, near
Leeds. Ins father was engaged in
the clothing manufacture, and was a
dissenter of the C alvinistic persuasion .l

1 " Jonas Priestley, the youngest son
of Joseph Priestley, a make r and dresser
of woollen cloth ." His son describes him
as discovering* u a strong- sense of reli gion ,
pray ing* with his family niorning and even-
ing-, and carefull y teaching* his children
and servants the Assembl y's Catechism,
which was all the system of which he had
any knowledge," never ci giving- much at-
tention to matters of speculation , and en-
tertaining no bi goted aversion to those
who differed from him ." Dr . Priestley 's
mother, who died in 1740, when her son
was in his seventh year, " was the onl y
child of Joseph Swift, a farmer of Sliafton ,
a village about six miles south-east of
Wakefield ." She was gra tefully recollected
my «er son as " a w oman of exemplary

Joseph was in his youth adopted by
an aunt, a woman of exemplary piety
and benevolence,9 who sent him for
education to several schools in the
neighbourhood, -where he acquired a
respectable degree of knowledge of
the learned languages, including He-
brew.3 He was originally destined
for the ministry ; but weak health
causing his views to be turned towards
trade, he learned some of the modern

piety, careful to teach" him religion ac-
cording" to her own convictions, and taking
a particular occasion to inculcate moral
princi ple by impressing- his mind " with a
clear idea of the distinction of property,
and the importance of attending to it .'*
Priestley's Mem . pp. 2, 3, 5.

2 She was his fathers sister, " married
to a Mr . Keighley, a man who had dis-
tinguished himself for his zeal for religion ,
and for his pnhlic spirit/' She died in
1764, having survived her husband many
years. Her nephew, from whom she de-
served and received the grateful remem-
brance of a son , characterizes this u tru ly
pious and excellent woman as one u who
knew no other use of wealth, or of talents
of any kind , than to do good, and who
never spared herself for this purpose j-—»
trul y Calvinistic in princi ple, hut far from
confining- salvation to those who thought
as she did on religious subjects ." He adds,
that u being* left in good circumstances,
her home was the resort of all the dissent-
ing- ministers in the neighbourhood without
distinction , and those who were the most
obnox ious on account of their heresy were
almost as welcome to her, if she thought
them honest and good men (which she was
not unwil l ing to do) as any other." Id .
pp. 3 and (> .

3 Jn this language he made himself " a
considerable proficient ," during u the in-
terval between leaving* the gram mar-school,
and going to the academy," by instructing^
a minister in his neighbou rhood u who had
had no learned education ." He also
" learned Chald ee and Syriac, s^nd j ust
began to read Arabic/5 Id , p. 10,
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languages 4 with , tha t intention . At
length , however , his constitut ion
stren gthened ; and resuming his first
purpose, he went in 1752 to the dis-
senting academy at Daventry , kept
by Dr. Ashworth. 5 He had al read y
imbibed such an attachment to 

^tud y,
and had employed his researches upon
so many important topics, that he was
regarded on ad mission as considerably
advanced in the academical course .
He had also, from his family connex -
ions among the strictest sect of dis-
senters , acquired those religious ha-
bits, and that vital spirit of piety,
which ever in some degree assimila-
ted him to that class of Christian s,
when in doctrin e no one more widely
deviated from them. At Daventry
he spent thre e years, during which
his acute and vigorou s mind was ex-
panding in free inquiry and diversi -
fied purs uit,6 The change of his

4 Those which he acquired , and with -
out a master , were u French , Italian , and
High Dutch ." He " translated and wrote
letters in the first and last for an uncle , a
merchant , who intend ed" him for 66 a
countin ff-house in Lisbon. " Id . p. 5.

5 He was fi rst destined by his relations
to the Caivmisti c-Inde pendent " Academy
at Mile-end, then under the care of Dr .
Conder . But being* at that time an Ar -
minian , he resolutel y opposed it ," espe-
cially declining to " subscribe an assent
to tea pri nted arti cles of Calvinisti c fa ith ,
and repeat it every six months ." A neigh-
bourin g minister , Mr. Kirkb y, who had
been one of his instructors in the classicstc inter posed and stron gly recommend ed
the academ y of Dr. Doddrid ge." Theu Aunt , not bei ng a bigoted Calvini st,
ente red into hi* views, and Dr. Doddrid ge
being dead he was sent to Daventr y and
was the fi rst pupil that ente red the re ." Id .
p. 16, 17.

6 u Three years , viz . from Sept. 1752
to 1755, I spent at Daventr y with that pe-
culiar satisfaction with which young per -
sons of generous minds usuall y go throu gh
a course of liberal stud y, in the society of
others engaged in the same pursui ts, and
f ree from tlie cares and anxieties which
seldom fail to lay hold on them when they
come out into the world. In my time, the
academy was in a state peculiarl y fa vour -
able to the serious pursuit of truth , as the
students were about equall y divided upon
every questiou of much importance , such
as Liberty and Necessity, the Sleep of the
Soul, and all the articles of theological
ortho doxy and heresy ; in consequence of
which all these topics were the subject of
contin ual discussion . Our tutors also were
of different opinions ; Dr. Ashworth ta t ing-

opinions from the orthodox system in
which he had been brought uj>, to-
wards the doctrine usually term ed
heretical , which had alread y com-
menced ,7 here made a further pro -
gress , thoug h it still rested within the
limits of Ar ianistn .8 Here he was

the orthodox side of every question , and
Mr . Clark , the sub-tutor , that of heresy ,
thou gh always wi th the greatest modesty.
We were perm itted to ask whatever ques-
tions , and to make whate ver remarks we
pleased •, and we did it with the greatest ,
but without any offensive , fre edom.—We
were re ferred to authors on both sides of
every question , and were even required to
give an account of them ." Id. p. 17.
For an account of Mr. Clark see M. Repos.
Vol. i. p. 617. ii. 68 and for an account
of Dr. Ashworth , Vol . viii. 562 (note}
and 693. andix. 10, 78 and 242.

7 In the famil y of his excellent aunt he
became confirmed " in the princip les of
Cal vinism , all the books he met with " hav-
ing that ten dency." Yet two ministers ,
" the most heretical in the neighbourhood ,
were frequently his aunt 's guests ." With
one of these , " Mr. Graham , of Halifax ,'*
to whom he afterwards dedicated his Dis-
quisitions on Matt er and Sp irit , he now
became intimate . In paying an earl y and
serious attention to reli gion, as he then
unde rstood it , he had waite d with painful
anxiety for the experience " of a new-birth
produced by the immediate agency of the
spiri t o>f God," and had been a much dis-
tressed " because he " could not . feel a
proper repentance for the sin of Adam ."
Yet he had so far altered his views when
he offered himsel f u to be admitted a com-
municant ," where he and his jmut attended ,
that the examinin g Ci elders or the church "
rejecte d him as not " qui te orthodox on
the subj ect of the sin of Adam ," becau se
he could not believe u that all the human
race (supposing them not to have any sin
of their own) were liable to the wrath of
God and the pains of hell for ever on ac-
count of that sin only." A bout this time
he came into the society of two preachers
who quali fied Calvinism and were called
JBaxterian. u Thinkin g farther on these
subj ects," he had become, when he en-
tered the academy u an Arminian , but
had by no means rej ected the doctrine of the
Tri nity or that of Atonement. " Id . p. 7— 12.8 u Notw ithstandin g the great freedo m
of our speculati ons and debates , the ex-
tre me of heresy amon g \t s was A nanism ;
and all of us, I believe, left the acad emy
with a belief, more or less qu alified of the
doctri ne of A tonement. " Id. p. 20. The fel-
low-stude nt with whom Priestley had the
most frequent commun ications and f ormed
the most intimate frie ndship was " Mr , Alex-

& Memoir of the late Rev. Josep h Priestley, LL.D. F. R. S. fyc.



also intro duced to an acquaintance
with the wri tings of Dr. Har tley,
which exert ed a powerful and lasting -
influence over ' his whole train of
thin king.9 On quitting the academy ,
he accepte d an invitation to officiate
as minister to a small congregation at
Needham- market iu Sutiblk. Not
having the talen ts of a popular preach-
er, and becoming suspected of here-
tical opinions, he passed his time
at this place in discountenance and
obscurity ; but he was assidu ously
employed in theo logical and scri ptu-
ral studie s, of which the resu lt was a
farth er departure from the received
systems, and particularl y a total re-

ander , of Birmin gham/' abou t three years
younger than himself, who died suddenl y
in 1765, before he had completed his 30th
year. He is mentioned in the Jffemoir with
great regard . Of Mr. Alexander there is
an interesting ' account , by Dr , Ki pp is, in
a note to the life of his uncle , Dr . Benson
(B. Biog. ii. 206) . He is also known by a
posthumous publi cation , entitled , " A
Parap hrase upon the 15th Chapter of the
1st Epistle to the Corinthians ; with Cri -
tical Notes, &c. &c . ta which is added a
Sermon on Eccles. ix. 10, composed by
the auth or the day preceding ' his death .
By John Alexander ." 4to. 1766.

9 Priest ley (Mem . p. 15) ascribes his
first acquaintance with u Hartley 's Obser -
rations on Man ," to a refer ence made by
the lecturer to that work , " which ," he
adds , " immediate ly engaged my closest
attent ion, and produced the greatest and ,
in my opinion, the most favourable effect
on my genera l turn of thinkin g throug h
life .--Inde ed I do not know whethe r the
considerati on of Dr . Hartley 's Theory con-
tr ibutes more to enli ghten the mind , or
improve the heart ; it effects both in so
super -eminent a degree. " The name of
Hart ley is in Pri estley's Chart of Biograp hy,
first publishe d in 1765, and there can he
no doubt that he is designed in the follow-
ing passa ge of the Description :

" I recollect only one instance (in the
class of divines , moralists and metaphysi-
cians) in which I have departed from my
gener al rule of giving place to present fame
in favour of extr aord inary meri t, and what
I presum e will be great futu re reputati on .If I be mistak en in my presumption I hope
I shall be indul ged a little partiality for one
favourite name ." Descrip tion , 1785, p. 17.

The subjects , on which reference is made
to Hart ley in the Lecture s of Boddri dge,ere ihe interm ediate state, the final resto ,
rat ion, hnd the renov ation of the earth . See
****. 4to. 1763. pp. 501 > «, 574, 5. 581.

"jection of the doctrine of atone ment. 10

After a resid ence of three years at
Needham , he undertoo k the charge
of a congregation at Namptwich , in
Cheshire , to which he jo ined a school.
In the business of education he was
indefat igable ; and he added to the
common objects of instruction , expe-
riment s in natura l phil osoph y, which
were the means of fostering in him-
self a tast e for pursuits of tha t kind. 11
His first public ation was an English
Grammar on a new plan , for the use
of his scholars , printed in 1791. His
reputa tion as a man of various know-
ledge and active inquiry now began
to extend itself, and in 1761 he was
invited by the trustees of the dissent -
ing academy at Warrin gton to occupy
the post of tutor in the languages. 1*
Not long after his acceptance of this
office, he mar ried the daug hter of
Mr. Wilkinson , an iron-master , near
Wrex ham , a lad y of an excellent un-
derst anding, and great strength of
mind , who proved his faithfu l partner
in all the vicissitudes of life.

At Warrington Dr. Priestl ey began
to distinguish himself as a write r in
va rious branche s v of science and lite-
rature. Several of these had a rela -
tion to his department in the academ y,
which , besides philology, included

»° In M . Repos . Vol. ii. p. 638, &c.
see an interestin g- communication respect-
ing" Dr . Pr iestley's explicit conduct at thin
period , occas ioned by some misre presenta -
tion s in a sermon preached by bis brother
on the occasion of his death .

11 Here he assiduousl y pursued his theo-
logical inquiries and adopted some of those
opinions respecting* the apost le Paul' s rea -
sonin gs, which he afterwards published ,
to the alarm of not a few serious Christians ,
who had hastil y supposed that divine truth
could be impaired by any logical inaccu -
racy of those who wer e appointed to de-
clare it. Dr. Priestley (Mem . p. 34) re-
late s how at this time he had committe d to
the press a book which contained his free
thoug hts on this subj ect. The Work when
partly pri nted he suppr essed, at the in-
stance of his friend , Dr. Ki pp is, till he
u should be more known , and his charac -
ter better established ." The write r of these
notes had the same account many years ag-o,
from Dr. Kippis, who mention ed the readi -
ness with which Priestley attended tq his
suggestion and that of Dr. Furneaux , from
which they j ustl y argue d his future emi-
nence .

12 See M. Repos. Vol. viii . pp.. 1ZC>—
231.
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lectures on history and general policy.
His ideas of governmen t were founde d
on those principles of the fun damental
rights of men which are the only ba-
sis of political freedom , an d th ese he
supported in an " Essay on Govern-
ment/' He also published an " Essay
on a Course of liberal Educa tion ," to
which he added some remarks on a
treatise on ed ucation, by Dr. Brown,
of Newcastle, the sentiments of which
he regarded as hostile to liberty.13 His
" Chart of Biography," first published
at Warr ington, was formed upon an
ingenious idea , and was well receiv-
ed.14 A visit to London having in-

13 The last mentioned Essay first ap-
peare d in 1765, and except the Grammar
was his earliest publication. Many of the
hints in that smal l volume were afterwards
enlar ged into the " Lectures on History
and General Policy," published in 1788.
Dr. JBrown is now chiefl y know n by his
u Essay on the Characteristics ," his u Es-
timate ," of wh ich the Muse of Cowper
has preserved the remembrance , his devo-
tion to War burton , his disappointments ,
and their unha ppy result in a premature
death , in 1766, in his 51st year. (See Biog\
Brit. ii. 653 —674) . In 1765, Dr. B. pub-
lished a pam phlet , entitled , u Thou ghts
on Civil Libe rty , Licentiousnes s and Fac-
tion ," at the close of which he recommend -
ed a a pr escribed Code of Education ."
This opinion Priestley controverts in four
sections of remarks. The u Essay on
Government " appeared in 1768, an d a
second enlar ged edition in 1772. In this
were included the remarks on Dr. Brow n,
and on Dr. Bal gaiy's u Positions on Chur ch
Authorit y," with a section on " the ne-
cessity or utility of Ecclesiastical Esta-
blishments. " In the section on u Politi cal
Liberty ,7 ' the aut hor considers the case of
Charle s I., whose execution , unlike the
Pres byterians of a forme r age, he justifi es,
regrettin g" , howeveiy u that the sente nce
could not be passed by the whole natio n ,
or their representatives solemnl y assem-
bled for that purpose—a transaction which
would have been an immortal honour to
this countr y, wheneve r that superstiti ous
notion of Hie sacredn ess of king ly power
shall be abolished ." Thjese sentiments , as
may be supposed , did not pass without
censure , an d to tire auth or has been at-
tri fyuteid, unjustl y, the proud day for  En g-
land  ̂ used , we think , by the late Lord
Keppel , to describe the thirtieth of Ja -
nuar y. The lute Duke of Richmond (See
M. Repos. Vol . ii . p. 42.) sa nctions Priest -
ley*s opinion , as does indeed ihe late Lor d
Orford in his Roya l a.«d Noble Autho rs,
Art . Falkland.

*4 ¦" This Chart was firs t dravrn out to

troduced him to the acquaintance of
Dr. Franklin,15 Dr. Watson, Dr.
Price, and Mr. Canton, he was en-
couraged by them to pur sue a plan
he had formed of writin g a " History
of Electricity," which work appeared
in 1767. Besides a very clear and
well arranged accou nt of the rise and
progress of that br anch of science, it
relate d man y new an d in geniousl y
devised experiments of his own, which
were fi rst-fruits of that inventive and
sagacious spirit by which he after-
wards rendered himself so celebrated
in the walk of natural philosophy.
This publication made his name ex-
tensivel y known among those who
might have re maine d stran gers to it
as connected with his other pursuits.
It was several times reprin ted, was
transla ted into forei gn lan gua ges, and
procured for him an admission into
the Royal Society. He had previously
obtained the title of Doctor of JLaw«
from the University of Edinburgh.
His connexion with the academ y at
Warrington, which, from the advan-
tages it gave him of cultivating a
much more extensive acquai ntance
with books and men, may be consi-
dered as an important era in his life.

be made use of in an acade mical lectu re
upon the stud y of History as one of the
mechanical metho ds of facilit atin g th«
stu dy of that science.'' Descriptio n, p. 5.
Note. The " Chart of Histor y," inscribed
to Dr . Franklin , cam e out a few year *
after at Leeds, and was an improvement
on a French Char t , which had been re-
published in London. Pr iestley's Chart
of Histo ry , with improvement s and a cont i-
nuat ion has, webelieve, very latel y appeared .15 Of this emineiij : man and hi ghly va-
luable membe r of society Dr . Priestle y re-
grette d the inf idelity, which he endeavour -
ed to rem ove by recommendin g- to him th«
evidences of Christianit y to which u he ac-
know ledged he had not given so much at-
tent ion as he oug ht to have done ." Sec
Mem . p, 90, or M . Repos. Vol . i . p. 486.
Dr. F. sati sfied himself to the last with th *
expectation of a futu re life grounded on a
pleasing but unaut horized analogy . " I
look upon death to be as necessar y to our
const itu tions as sleep. We shall r ise re-
freshed in the morn ing-." Thus be writ e*
at eighty years of age to an old friend and
corres pondent. See a lette r of his to Mr .
Wh atley , which firs t appeared, M . Repos .
Vol. i . pp. 137, 138, and which , witk
two other original letters of his, was co-
pied fro m thi s wor k iuto th« U«t #dititf» of
liis Works.
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c«as€d in 1767, when he settled at
Leeds, as minister to a large and re-
spectable congregation of dissenters.
The liberality of the persons compos-
ing it, and his own predilection for
the ministerial office , rendered this a
very agreeable situation to him ; and
in conformity with the duties of his
function , lie resumed, with his cha-
racteristic ardour, his theological stu-
dies. One of the first results of these
renewed inquiries was his conversion
to the system called Socinian , which he
hasattribufed to a perusal of Dr. Lard-
ner s Letter on the Logos. A number of
publications on different topics con-
nected with religion announced the
zeal by which he was inspired. Nor
was he one who confined his labours
to the closet ; on the contrary, he was
extremely assiduous in his pastoral
instructions to the younger part of his
flock.16 Some of his writings dis-
played an attachment to church-dis-
cipline, which he had probably im-
bibed from his early connexions with
Calvinistic dissenters, since they had
become obsolete among those with
whoai he was now associated. He
likewise began to enter into contro-
versy respecting the right and ground
of dissenting in general , and to take
his station as one of the most decided
opposers of the authority of the es-
tablishment. It was at Leeds that
his attention was first excited, in
consequence of his vicinity to a pub-
lic brewery, to the properties of that
gaseous fluid then termed fixed air,
and his experiments led him so far
as to contrive a simple apparatus for
impre gnating water with it, which
he afterwards made public. At this
time, he says, he had very little
knowledge of chemistry ; and to this
circumstance he attributes in some
measure the originality of those ex-

16 On this occasion he publis hed , in
1772, his " Institutes of Natural and Re-
vealed Religion ." His instructions to the
joun g he resumed with ar dour on every
change of situation , and had the meri t of
giving a new direction , among - the dis-
sentin g ministers , called Presbyterian , to
their theolog ical labour s, which , since
they had outgrown a belie f in the Assem-
bly's Catechism, had been almost enti rel y
confined to />M/p ^-instrnct ion . The pup ils
of Pri estley revere his memor y, and th rou g h
not a few of them , thou gh himself dead ,he yot spoaks the word * of trutl * and so-
•ernes*.

periinents which produced the sub-
sequent discov eries, that have ren-
dered him so celebrated , since other-
wise he might probably have followed
some beaten track. The success of his
History of Electricity induced him to
adopt the design of treating on other
sciences, in the same historical man-
ner ; and at Leeds he dilig-ently occu-
pied himself in preparing his second
work on this plan, " The History and
present State of Discoveries relating
to Vision, Light, and Colours." The
expences necessary in composing such
a work obliged him to issue proposals
for publishing it by subscription, and
it appeared in 1772, in one volume
4to. Though a performance of much
merit, its reception was not such as to
encourage him to proceed in his de-
sign > and, fortunately for science, he
afterwards confined himself to original
researches of the experimental kind.

After a happy residence of six years
in this situation, Dr. Priestley quitted
it for one as different as could easily
be imagined. The Earl of She! burne
(afterwards Marquis of Lansdowne)
was one of the few English noblemen
to whom it was an object of gratifica-
tion to enj oy at leisure hours the do-
mestic society of a man of science and
literature ; and he made a proposal to
Dr. Priestley to reside with him in
the nominal capacity of his librarian ,
but rather as his literary companion,
upon terms which regard to the fu-
ture provision of an increasing family
would not permit him to decline. He
therefore fixed his family in a house
at Calne, in Wiltshire, near his lord -
ship's seat ; and during seven years
attended upon the Earl in his win-
ter's residences at London, and oc-
casionally in his exc u rsions, one of
which, in 1774, was a tour to the
continent.17 This situation had doubt *

l ? Afte r visitin g " Flanders , Hol land ,
an d Germany as far as Strasburg *," he
spent u a month at Paris ." Of the state «
of reli gion among - the French literati , he
gi ves the following- accou nt :—a As I wa«
sufficientl y apprized of the fac t, I did not
won der as I should otherwise have done ,
to find all the philosophical persons to
whom I was introduced at Pari s unbeliev -
ers in Christianity, an d even pro fessed
Atheis ts.—I was told by some o f them that
I was the only person they had ever met
with , of whose unde rstandin g* they had
any op inion , who professed to believe
Christ ianity . But on interrogating - them
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less its use, by affording Dr. Priest-
ley advanta ges in improving his know-
ledge of the worl d, and in pursuing
his scientific research es, which he
could not have enjo yed as minister to
a dissenting congregation. The man -
ners and sor.iet v of a noblema n's house
were not , however , perfectl y conge-
nial to one whose tastes were simple,
and whose address , though by no
means coarse or offensive, was plain
and unceremonious. The treatm ent.
he met with was polite and respect-
ful , both from his noble patron , and
the distinguished characte rs who often
composed part of the company. He
-was entirel y free from restraint with
respect to his pursuits , and this was
the period of some of those exerti ons
which raised his reputati on as a phi-
losopher to the highest point. Im
1773 there had appeared in the Phi-
losophic al Transactions a paper of his
on different kinds of air , which ob-
tained the prize of Copley's medal .
This, with many add itions, was re-
pr inted in 1774, dedicated to Lord
Shelburn e, and was followed by three
more volumes. The abundance of
new an d important matter in th ese
public ations , which form an era in
that knowled ge of aeri -form fluids
which is the basis of modern chemical
science, made the name of Priestle y
familiar in all the enlightened coun-
tries of Europe, and produced for
him an accumulation of literary ho-
nours.

It was his consta nt pr actice to em-
ploy himself in various pursuits at th e
same time, whereb y he avoided th e
lan gour consequent upon prot racted
attention to a single object , and came
to each in turn as fresh as if he had
spent an interval of entire relaxation .
This effect he pleaded as his apology
to those who appr ehended that the
great diversity of his studies would
pr event him from exerting all the
force of his mind upon anv one of
them ; an d ia fact, he procee ded to
such a length in every pursu it that
intereste d him, as fully to justif y in
his own case the rule which he fol-
lowed. It was during a course of ori-
ginal experiments which fully exer-
ciied his faculties of invention ari d ob-

©n the subject I soon found tha t tliey had
given no proper attention to it , and did
not really know what Chri stianity was/ ?
Mem . jp . 74, and M. Repos . Vol . i. p. 485.

servation , that be was also employ-
ing his reasoning powers in those deep
metaphysical inquiries by which lie
acquired high distincti on as a philo-
sopher of another class. In 1775,
while still resident with Lord Shel-
burn e, he published his Examination
of the Doctrin e of Conimon-seuse as
hel d by the th ree Scotch write rs, Drs .
Reid, Beattie, and Oswald.18 This
wor k was prep aratory to his purpose
of introdu cing to public notice the
Ha rtleian theory of the huma n mind,
which he soon after published in a
more popular and intell igible form
than th at given to it by the author
himself.19 He had alread y declared
himself a believer in the doctrine of
philosophical necessity -y and in a dis-
sertation prefixed to his edition of
Hartley , he expressed some doub ts of
the immateriality of the sentient prin-
ciple in man . Notwithstan ding the
obloquy thus brou ght upon him as a
favourer of infidelity , or even of
atheism , he was not deterre d from
pu rsuing the subject ,—for it was ever
his prin ciple to follow what he was
convinced-teHbe trut h whithersoever
it would lead him, regardless of con-
sequences—and becoming , upon clos-
er inquiry , an intire convert to the
material hypothesis , or that of the
homogeneity of man 's natur e, he pub *
lished , in 1777, " Disquisitions on
Matter and Spirit ,1 ' in which he gave
a histor y of the doct rines concerning
the soul, and openl y supported the
system he had adopted. It was fol-
lowed by a defence of Socinianism ,
and of the doctrine of necessity.20 It is

18 These writers , as was remarked in
M. Rep. Vol. ii. p. 61, are arra igned in the
E xaminat ion for their meta physical de-
linquency with a solemnity almost ludi-
crous . They had indeed disgrac ed their
pens and injured their cause , by affectin g*
to slight Locke and to treat Hartley as be-
low criticism. Dr . Priestley (Mem . 78.)
describes this work as u written in a man -
ner he did not entirel y appro ve ." A man-
ner so unusual with Dr. Priestley and so
un wort hy of him deserved his severe r cen-
su re .

19 Dr. Hartl ey's work " On Man '' was
firs t published in 1749, in 2 vols . To at-
tract atten t ion to his " Theory of Associ-
ation , Dr . Priestle y separated it from the
Evidences of Chr istianit y, and the prac -
tical part which formed the second volum e,
arid from the theory of rib rations inte r-
spersed throu gh the first.20 The first volume of the Disquisition

6 Memoir of the late Rev. Josep h Priestley, LL. D. F * U. & fy c *



not impr obable th at the odium which
these works bro ught upon him was
the cause of a coolness in the beha-
viour of his noble patron , which
about this time he began to remar k,
and which terminated in a separation
after a conne xion of seven years, but
upon amicable terms , and without
any alleged cause of complaint. By
the articles of agreeme nt Dr , Priest-
ley retained an annuity for life of

was dedicated to his before-mentioned earl y
assoc iate , Mr. Graham , whom he describes
as having - lojag* been " a distinguished cham -
pion for freedom of thinking in very try ing
situations ." The second volume, illus-
trating " the Doctrine of Philoso phical
Necessity-1' was dedicated to his friend ,
Dr. John Je bb. Considerin g the wrong's
which Priestley afte rwards experienced but
could then little expect , the following*
passage is striking : " You and I , Sir , re-
joice in the belief that the whole human
race are under the same wholesome disci-
pline 9 and that they will all certainl y de-
rive the most valuable advantages from it,
thou gh in differ ent degrees, in different
ways, and at different periods 5 that even
the persecutors are only g-iving" the p rece-
dence to the persecuted , and advancing
them to a higher degre e of perfection and
happiness ; *and that they must themselves ,
for the same benevolent purpose , undergo
a more severe discipline than that which
they are the means of administering to
others ."

The publication of these Disquisitions
occasioned a " free ," yet a trul y amicable
u disc ussion" between the aut hor and his
friend . Dr . Price , which was published in
1778, dedicated to their common fr iend ,
Mr . ¦ John Lee, and appears lo have left
both the parties in opinion just where it
found them . Mr. Joh n Pa lmer , a dissent-
ing ministe r, who had been the intimate
fri end of Dr . Pri estley 's fellow-student ,
Mr. Alexander , also appeared in favour
of philosophical libert y,  of which he was
cons idered an able advocate . On the same
side the learned J acob Bryant addressed
Dr . Priestl ey, to whom and to Mr. Palmer
he publish ed a rep ly, and to. the latter a
rej oinder .

21 Lord Shelburn e was at this time a
candi date for mi nisterial power , a situati on
m which opulence can do little to secure
a manl y independence , such as directed
the conduct of Dr . Priestle y. It is no
wonder that an aspiring statesman de-
clined the fu rther patrona ge of a fearless
^form er. Yet the manner in which his
lordship first pro posed tp close the con-
nexion doe* no cred it to his memory . Heintimate d to Dr. Price , that he wished to

His next removal was to Birming-
ham, a situation which he preferre d
on account of the advanta ge it afford -
ed of able workmen in every bra nch
req uisite in his experiment al inq ui-
ries , an d of some men distingu ished
for thei r chemical and mecha nical
knowledge. Several genero us friends
to science, sensible th at the defalca-
tion of his income woul d render the
expences of his pu rsuits too burth en -
some for him to support , jo ned in
raisin g an annual subsc ri ption for de-
fraying them. This assistance he
willingl y accepted , as more tr uly ho-
nourable to him than a pension from
the crown, whi ch might have been
obtained for him , if he had desired it,
in the administration of the Marq uis
of Rocking ham , and the earl y part of
that of Mr. Pitt. He had not been
long settled in this place, before a va-
can cy happening in the principal dis-
senting congregati on in consequence
of the resignation of one of the pastors,
he wafs unanimousl y chosen to supp ly
it. Without inte rrupting his philo-
sophical and literar y pursuits , he en-
tered with great zeal into the dutie s
of his office , especially that importan t
part of it which consists m catechis ing;
and instructing the younge r members
of the society. Theology again oc-
cupied a principal share of his att en-
tion (indeed , it was always his fa-
vourite study, ) and some of his most
elaborate works in this departme nt,
as his •* History of the Corruptions of
Christianity, " and " H istory of Early
Opinions concern ing Jesus Christ /*
mad e their appearance from the Bir -
mingham press.22 They were a fer-

g-ive his friend an establishment in Irelan d,
where he had large property ." To this
banish?nent Dr. Priestley preferre d the
sti pulated annuity which was regularly
paid , but though Lord S. had wished u the
separation to be amicable ," he declined
the visits of Dr . Priestle y when he should
be occasional ly in London. Vet when hi
" had been some years settled at Bi rming-
ham Lord S— , removed from the adminis-
t rat ion , by the rising* fortunes of Pitt , gent
a common friend to engage Dr. Pri estley
again in his service "—-a proposal wt|ick
was immediately declined.

** The firs t part of the general conclq-
s ion to the " History of the Corruption * of
Christianity ," was addressed to the con-
sideration of ** unbelie vers , and especially
of Mr. Gibbon ,'1 from whose Miscellaneous
Work t , and aa appeu dix to a vj&lujne of

Memoir of the late Rev. Joseph Priestley, LL. J >. JF. M.S. fyc.



tile .source of controversy, in which
he engaged without reluctance, and
also without those uneasy feelings of
irritation which so commonly accom-
pany warfare of this kind. The re-
newed applications of the dissenters
for relief from the penalties and dis-
abilities of the corporation and test
acts afforded another topic; of discus-
sion, in which Dr. Priestley, with
his sentiments on civil and religious
liberty, could not fai l to take a part ;
and convinced as he was that all ec-
clesiastical establishments were hos-
tile to the rights of private judgment,
and the propagation of truth, he did
not hesitate to represent them as all
anti-Christian, and predict their down-
fall.23 Thus he came to be regarded

Discourses by Dr . Priestley, it appears
that this address occasioned a correspond-
ence somewhat uncourteous, between them,
and perhaps not quite unobtrusive on the
part of Dr . Pries tley. Nor has the Histo-
ria n failed to vent his rancour in his chap-
ter where, referring' to some position by
Dr. Priestley, he invites the priest and the
magi strate to tremble—a broad hint for
persecution—differing only in sty le from
the vul gar watch-word the Church is in
da nger. Mr. Gibbon was indeed not
very suitably addressed on the evidences of
Christianity , to the practical influence of
which a man so impure in heart as some
of his notes discover him , could be little
disposed . Dr . Priestley should hare re-
collected the maxiai of his predecessor
JBiddle, to discuss serious subjects only with
serio us persons. The occasional impuri-
ties of Gibbon 's History are "well exposed
by a distinguished scholar who was him-
self no p recisian. See Porson's Preface to
his Letters to Travis.

Tlie second part of the u History of the
Corruptions" was addressed to the consi-
deration of Bishop Hurd , who seems not
to have forgotten the circumstance, in his
Life of Warburton . See our 3d Vol. p. 530.

Tlie opposition- from various quarters,
to this u History 1' produced , in 1786, the
CL Hi story of early Opinions concerning*
Jesus Christ ,*' in four volumes, dedicated to
his munificent friend , Mrs . Rayner, a work
still more fruitfu l of controversy, and
which engaged the author in its defence
through several succeeding years.

23 In Itej lections to bis Sermon on Free
Inquiry, preached Nov. 5, 1785, Dr .
Priestley thus expressed himself : u The
present silent propagation of truth may
even foe compared to those causes of na-
ture which lie dormant for a time, but
which in proper* circumstances act with
the greatest violence. We arc, as it were,
laying gunpowder, grain by grain, under

not only as the chief, heresiarch in
matters of doctrine, but as the most
dangerous and inveterate enemy of
the established cliurch in its connec-
tion with the state. Some of the cler-
gy of Birmingham having warmly op-
posed the dissenters' claims, Dr*
Priestley published a series of " Fa-
miliar Letters to the Inhabitants, of
Birmingham," on this and other to-
pics connected with religion, which
were probabl y not less provoking to
the adverse party from the style of
ironical pleasantry in which they were
written.24 In this state of irritation.

*he old building* of error and superstition,
which a sing le spark may hereafter in-
flame, so as to produce an instantaneous
explosion , in consequence of which that
edifice , tlie erection of which has been the
work of ages, may be overturned in a mo-
ment, and so effectuall y, as that the same
foundation can never be built upon again."
The latter of these sentences was very pub-
licly quoted on a memorable occasion,
March 2nd , 1790. Mr. Fox moved in the
House of Common s for the repeal of the
Corporation and Test Acts. Among; other
opponents, appealed the respectable Sir
W. Dolben, then member for Oxford Uni-
versity, who read from some controversial
pamphlet the latter alarming sentence,
and appalled the house by dealing* out the
gunpowder ̂ r«iw by gr ain. Mr. Courte-
nay, whose pleasantry had often relieved
the tedium of parliamentary debate, at-
tempted to calm, the pertu rbed sp iri ts of the
worthy baronet by reminding him that his
true Church, the best constituted Church
in the world , could be in no danger , a*
the gunpowder was designed only to de-
stroy an old building of error and sup er-
stition.

The present wri ter witnessed this seen*
from the gallery of the House, where among
the crowd collected on the occasion was
Dr . Priestley himself He has mentioned
the fears of Sir W. Dolben, wh ich he at-
tributes to some of the bishops, in his Pre-
face to Fiim. Letters, p. 9. The circum-
stance was also ludicrously introduced in
Epistola Wacaronica ^ attributed to Dr.
Gedcles.

24 These letters chiefly respect the ac-
cusations brought against Dissenters, and
especially Unitarians, by two clergymen ,
Messrs. Madan and Burn . The g round-
less calumny there stated respecting Dr.
Priestley's interview with Silas Deane, on
his death-bed, as circulated by the clergy,
but fully exposed by a Baptist minister
" who was with Mr , Deane when he died,"
shews what a .height the odium theologicutn
agai ust Dr. Priestley had attained.
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anot her cause of an imosity was added
by the diffe ren t feelings concerning
that grea t event, the Fr ench Revo-
lution. It is scarc ely necessar y here
to observe, tha f. in its earl y peri ods,
whilst it was hailed by the warm
friends of liberty and refor m in Eng-
land , as a noble asser tion of the na-
tural rights of man , it was viewed
with appr ehension and dislike by
those attached to the existing order
of things. In every considerable
town divisions took place on this sub-
ject , which became the more ra nco-
rous, as the events attending the re-
Tolution were more awfu l and inte-
resting. The an niversary of the cap-
ture of the Bas tille, July 14, had been
kept as a festival by the frien ds of the
cause, and its celebra tion was pre -
pared at Birming ham in 1791* Dr.
Priestle y declined being present ; but
in the popular tumu lt which ensued ,
he was particu larl y the mark of par ty
fury. His house, with his libra ry,
manuscripts , and apparatus , wer e
made a pre y to the flames ; he was
obliged to fly for his life, and with
some difficulty made his escape to a
place of safety, whil e he was hunted
like a pr oclaimed criminal. That this
scene of outrage , attended with the
conflagra tion of many other houses
and places of worshi p, was rather fa-
voured than controuled by some
whose duty ought to have led them
to active interference for the preser-
vat ion of the public peace * is undoubt-
ed ; at the same time it is not sur-
prisin g that the rage of party was es-
pecial ly directed against one who had
so much distinguished himself as a
champion on the advers e side, and
who had made his attac ks with out
any regard to caut ion or policy. The
legal compensation which he obtained
for th is cruel injur y was far short of
the amount of his losses. There were ,
however , man y admi rers of his vir tues
and talents , who, regarding him as a
sufferer for his princ iples, and a man
deeply inj ured , exerted themselves to
suppo rt him under this calamity. 25 He

25 In his Appea ls, published soon afte r
the Riots, Dr. Pr iestley has described the
alarms and injuries which he sufFered,an da c~
know ledged the respectful attentions which
he received from societies of various de-scription s. His lette r on receiving an ad-
dre ss from a society which was n«*t formedfoil the following year will be fouu<l in M.
Kopos. ii. 6, 7.

was not long after chosen to succeed
his deceased friend , Dr. Price, as mi-
nister to a congregation at Hackne y ;
and he joined to it a connexion with
the new dissentin g college established
in that place. Resumin g his usua l
occupations of every kind , he passed
some time in comfort and tranqu illity,
for no man was ever blessed with a
mind more disposed to view every
event in ]ife on the favourable side,
or less clouded by care and anxiet y.
But pa rty dissension stil l retainin g all
its mal ignity, he found himself and
his family so much molested by its
assau lts, th at he resolved final ly to
quit a country so hostile to his person
and princi ples.

He chose for his retreat the United
State s of America , induced par tl y by
famil y reasons , and partl y by the civil
and reli gious libert y which so emi-
nentl y prevails under their constit u-
tion. He embarked for that countr y
in 1794,26 and took up his residenc e

26 The friends of Dr . Pr iestley we re by
no mean s equall y convinced of the necessity
of his emigrat ion, and he .might , perha ps,
have abandoned the design had he remained
in England a few months longer , till the
admini stration of Pitt , foiled in their at-
tem pt to destroy Mr. Hard y and his asso-
ciates , by the form s of law. had lost much
of its imposing influence on popular opi-
nion . That Dr. Priestley for some time
after he resided at Clapto n was una ppre -
hensive as to himself, we can state from
the most intimate knowled ge of the fact .
He was prevented only by the very natural
fears of Mrs . Priestley , and the opinion of
some of his more timid friends fro m attend -
ing1 the Anniversary of the Revolution So-
ciety, in 1792, and moving the address
then voted to the Nat ional Convention of
Fra nce. Durin g the next year, Mr. Burk e
appeared forem ost in the attempt to excite
a popular odium against his quondam ac-
qua i nta nce, emp loy ing most illiberall y for
that purpo se Dr. Priestley 's election to the
National Convention from several depart -
ments , while the same compliment was pai d
to M r. "Wilberforce. Fam ily reasons , at
length , such as Dr. Priestley has exp lained
in the Preface to his Fast Sermon for 1794,
and his Memoirs , p. 125, determined his
resolution. It happ ened that at the same
period his f r iend Mr . Palme r , with Mr.
Muir , &c. were exiled to New South Wa les.
The presen t writer , who has never ceased
to re gret the late commencement of his
personal acquaintance with Dr . Priestley ,
was taking Leave of him at the house of his
friend , Mr. W. Vaug-han , the day before
his depart ure from London , when the Doc-
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at the town of Nort humbe rland in
Pennsy lvania, which he was fi rst in-
duced to visit on account of a settle *
ment in that part of the stat e pro-
jected by hi s son an d some ot her
gentlemen, but which did not take
place. It was a considerable labour
in this remote situation to get about
him a well-furnished library and a
chemical laboratory , but this he at
lengt h effected.27 Having declined
a chemical professorship in Philadel r
phia , an d being engaged in no pub-
lic dut y, he was ab le to devote his
whole time to h is accustome d pur-
suits ; an d the world was soon in-
formed of his proceedin gs as an ex-
perimental philosopher , an d as a
writer. Theology continu ed to be
the subject nearest to liis heart , and
his sense of its importance incre ased
With his years , Political an imosit y
pursued him in some decree to the
Western wor Id , an d d urin g the ad-
ministration of Mr. Adams he was
regarded by the American govern-
ment wit h suspicion an d dislike. That
of Mr. Jefferson , how ever , was fr ien d-
ly to him , and he outlived all dis-
quiet on this head. The death of

tor received a pious and affectionate letter
from W. Skirling, one of the exiles from
Scotland, then a prisoner awaiting his de-
portation ^ to whom lie was a personal
stranger, and who probably held a differ-
ent creed , but who appeared from pas-
sages in the letter, to have attached him-
self to the study of prophecy, and to have
been strongly attracted to some of Dr .
Priestley's speculations on that subject. *"

W. Skirving- was not a young man when
exiled, and died soon after his arrival in
New South Wales. One of his letters, in-
terspersed with scriptural allusion , was
read by the prosecutors of Mr. Hardy, and
came under the observation of Lord Chief
Justice Eyre, who exclaims, u What does
this mysterious man mean ? What is this
tabernacl e of righteousness to be erected
at on.ee without anarchy and confusion ?"
Trial , iv. 426. Gallio cared f o r  none of
these things .

27 In M. Kcpos. (v i . 72,) are two letters
from Dr. Pri estj ev , dated June, 1794,
soon after his arri val in America . They
serve to shew the difficulties and delay s he
encountered in resuming his experiments .
These leters were addressed to Mr. Parker,
whose father, one of the few survivors
among Dr. Priestley's early benefactors , is
mentioned by him (Mem . p. 93,) as a ge-
nerous contributo r to his philosophical pur-
suits.

his younge st son, and afterw ards of
his excellent wife, together with other
domestic calamities , were severe
trial s of his fortitude ; but his tempe r
and princi ples carried him throug h
wit hout an y diminution of his habi-
tua l seren ity an d pious resi gnation. **
A severe illness which he suffered in
Phila delphia laid the foundation of a
debility of his digestive organs, which
grad ually broug ht on a state of bo-
dily weakness whilst his mind con-
tinued in full possession of all its fa-
culties. In January, 1804, it becatae
manifest to himself and others that he
had not long to live, and this warn -
ing operated upon him to lose no time
in finishing the literary tasks in which
he was engaged , and particu lar ly in
putting into a state fit for the press a
work in which he was greatl y inter -
ested. He had long been preparing
two consider able publications , which
were , a Church-history, and notes
on all the books of Scripture , and had
learned with great satisfaction that
his friends in England had raised a
subscription to enable him to pr int
them without risk . Like a man set-
ting his aifairs in order previousl y to
a journe y, he continued , to the last
hou r of his life, with the utmost
calmness and self-collection , giving1
directions relative to his posthu mous
publication , intermixed with dis-
courses expressive of the fullest con-
fidence in those cheerin g views of
future existence that his theo logical
system opened to him y and on Feb.
6, 1&04, in the 71st year of his age,
he expired so quietl y, that they who
sat beside him did not perce ive the
last str uggle.

Dr. Priest ley was a man of per -
fect simplicity of charact er, laying
open his whole mind and purpose on

28 His youngest son, Henry, died in
1795. There is an edif ying account of the
father 's deportment at the grave of this
promising- child , by a witness of the scene.
in M. Rep . i. 396. Mrs. Priestley su r-
vived her son not many months, leaving-
behind her another son, who describes her
in the continuation of his father 's Memoirs,
]> . 193, as " supporting him under all his
trials and sufferings with a constancy and
perseverance1' well deserving her hus-
band's culogium , as expressed in his diary,
that she " was of a noble and generous
inind and cared much for others, and Httlc
lor hersel f through life.1*
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all occasion  ̂ and always pursuin g
avowed ends by direct means. In
integ rity and disinterestedness , in the
strict perform ance of every social
duty, no one could surpass him. His
temper was easy and cheerfu j , his af-
fections were kind , his disposition s
friei*dly. Such was the gentleness
and sweetness of his manner in social
intercour se, that some who had en-
ter taine d the strongest prejudices
against him on account of his opi-
niops, were converted into friends on
3. person al acqu aintance. Of the
warm and lasting attachment of his
more intimat e friends a most honou r-
able proof was given , which he did
not live to know. It being under-
stood in England th at he was likel y
to suffe r a loss of 200Z. in his annual
income, about fort y person s joined in
maltin g up a sum of 450/., which was
meant to be contin ued annu al ly dur-
ing life. No man who engaged so
much in controver sy, and suffered so
much from mal ignity , was ever more
void of ill-will towar ds his opponents.
If he was an eager controve rsial ist, it
was because he was very much in
ear nest on all the subj ects into which
he entered , not because he had any
personalit ies to grati fy. If now and
then he betrayed a littl e contempt
for adversaries whom he thought
equall y arrogan t and incapable , he
never used the language of animosity.
Indeed , his necessarian pr incip les
coincided with his tempe r in pro-
ducin g a kind of apa th y to the ran -
cour apd abu se of antagonists . In
his intel lectual frame were combined
quickness, activi ty, acuteness , and
that inventive faculty which is the
characte ristic of genius . These qua-
lities were less suited to the laborious
investigation s of what is termed eru-
dition , than to the arg umentative
deducti ons of meta physics, and the
experiment al resea rches of natural
philosophy. Assiduous stud y had ,
|however , given him a familiarit y with
the learned lan guages sufficient in
genera! to render the sense of auth ors
clear to him ; and he aimed at no-
thing more. In his own language he
was contented with facility and per-
spicuity of expres sion, in which he
remark ably excelled.

The writi ngs of Dr. Pri estley were
so numerou s, Jth#t they form a aum-
tyejr pf *jrtic tep j n eacji of # flow-

ing classes : Ger^ral Philosoph y ;
Pneu matic Chemistry ; M etaph ysics;
Civil Libert y;  Reli gious Libert y ;
Ecclesiastical Histor y ; Eviden ces of
the Chri stian Eevelati on ; Defences
of Unitari anism ; Miscellan eous Theo-
logy ; Miscellaneous Literature. A
particular enumeration of them can -
not here be expected -y and in addi -
tion to what has al read y been not iced,
it will onl y be attempt ed to give a.
concise view of what he effected in
the th ree branches of science for
which he was most distingiiish ecL

It is as a chemical philosopher that
he stands hi ghest in the capacit y of
an inventor or discover er, and it is
in th is character that his nam e will
probabl y be chiefl y know n to poste-
rity. 5  ̂ The manner in which his
inquiri es into the natu re of ae riform
fluids commenced has al read y been
mentioned. They had conducted him
before 177£ to the knowled ge of the
nitrous and muria tic airs , the app li-
cation of the former as a test of the
purity of common air , and many facts
respecting the processes by which
air is diminished or deteriorated. In
1774 he made his fundamental dis-
covery (which was also mad e about
the same time by Scheele) of pure ,
or what he termed dephlogisticated
air. In 1776 he communicated to
the Royal Society some curious re-
marks on resp iration , and the mode
in which the bl ood acquire s its co-
lour fro m the air ; and in 1778 he
discovered the propert y of vegeta -
bles growing in the light to correct
impure air. By his subsequent ex-
periments , a variet y of other aeriform
bodies, and new modes of the pro-
duction of those alread y know n, the
revivification of meta llic calces in in-

29 If Dr. Priestley, approved himself,
as we believe, an eminent instrument of
the Divine Goodness, in displaying the
simplicity that is in Christ, so long1 ob-
scured by the forms of man 's invent ion,
we trust there is a character, far above
that of a philosopher, by which he will be
know n to late posterity, and with increas-
in g- veneration. Dr. Priestley, as our
friend , whose interesting biography we
have attempted to illustrate in these notes,
will readily admit, appears always to have
esteemed a Christian the highest style of
many and to have valued his scientific re-
putation chiefly as it might attra ct atten-
tion to his theologica l pursuits .
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flamm able air , iSMPth e gener a tion of
air from wa ter , were added to the
stock of facts iu this branch of che-
mistry * On the whole, it may be af-
fi rmed that to no single inquirer has
pneumatic chemistry been indeb ted
so much a$ to Dr. Pries tley, whose
discoveries gave it a new form , and
chiefl y contributed to make it the
basis of a system which has super -
seded all prio r ones, and opens a
boundless fi eld for impro vement in
the knowledge of nature and the
processes of art. It is remarkable
however that he himsel f remained to
the end of his life attached to th at
phlogistic theo ry which he had im-
bibed , and which the Fren ch che-
mists had been supposed entirel y to
have overth rown * Some of his latest
writings of this class were at tacks
upon the anti phlog istic theory, of
which he lived to be the sole emi-
nent opposer. It is proper to observe,
that no experimen talist was ever
more free from jealousy, or the petty
vani ty of prio r discove ry . The pr o-
gress of know led ge was his sole ob-
jec t, regard less whether it was pro-
moted by himself or another ; and
he made pub lic the results of his ex-
periments while they w ere yet crude
and unsystematic , for the purpos e of
engag ing others in the same track of
inquiry.

In the science of metap hysics, Dr.
Priestley distingui shed himself as the
strenuou s advocate of Dr. Hartle y's
theory of association , upon which he
founded the systems of materialis m
and of necessity, as legitimate infer-
ences. No writer has treated these
a bstruse subje cts with more acut eness
and pers picuity ; and notwithsta nd-
ing the load of obloquy heaped upon
him on account of the supposed ten -
dencies of his doctrines (obloquy
which he disregarded , and ten den-
cies which he denied), he establishe d
a high reputation in this branc h of
philosophy, and effected a grea t
change in the mass of public opinion .
Indiffe rence may hereafter prevai l
respecting these top ics ; but as lon g
as they rema in subjects of discussion ,
liis writi ngs will proba bl y be consi-
dere d as the ab lest elucidations and
defences of the th eories proposed in
them.

In theolo gy, Dr. Pries tley, if not
absolutel y the founde r of a sect, is
yet to be regarded as a great leader

among a particular class of Ch ristians.
Pas sing th rough all the changes from
Calvini sm to Arianism , Socinianism ,
and fina ll y to an Unitari an system in
some measure his own , he remained
throug h the whole progress a firm
believer in the Jewish and Christian
revelati ons, and thei r zealous de-
fender against all att acks. As it was
not in his temper to be either dubious
or indifferent , he entered with great -
er earnes tness than most of those
called rationa l dissenters into dispu-
tation s upon doctrinal points j30 and ,

30 Dr. Priestley , in 1772, when be
quitted the congregation at Leeds, appears
to have regarded the pul pit as u almost en-
tire ly sacred to the importan t business of
inculcating - jus t maxims of conduct , and
recommen ding a life and conver sation be-
coming the pu rity of the gospel ."" Pref.
Farewe ll Serm . p. 7. This inoffens ive,
though as experience has shewn, inade-
quate metho d of Christian teaching" , has
heen highly appro ved and is probabl y still
adopted by some who have not Dr. Pri est-
ley 's opportunities of fully declarin g* them-
selves on other occasions. Dr. Pr iestley
himself must have gradual ly made his pul-
pit-instruct ions more declarato ry of his
opinions, while he so generall y preferred
the primitive custom of an exposit ion to
the comparative innovation of a sermon .

The Biogra pher has well remar ked that
Dr. Priestl ey u entered more than rational
dissenters * 7 in general " into doctrinal
poi nts." He had indeed rea son to complain
of those dissenters who, confining their
publis hed sentiments to Chr istian genera -
lities, left him to be regarded as almost
singular in his heret ical aberrations , a
ver y monste r in theology. An excellent
man , whom we had the happ iness to know,
the earl y and constant fri end of Dr . Priest -
ley, fell , we thi nk , under this char ge,
probabl y from his mildn ess of disposit ion,
certa inl y from no sord id moti ve. I)r. Kip-
pis, in his Life of Lard ner , 1788 (p. 61),
proposes, "" when certain pressin g engage-
ments are dischar ged, to impart to the
publ ic a few candid reflect ions on some
late , and indeed still subsisting theological
disputes ." Yet it was left to his friend
who pre ached the sermon on his justl y la-
mente d death to infor m the congregation
whose Chr istian instruct ion and * devotion
Dr.K .  had promoted for many years , that
he was an Unitarian. The present writer
well knew a lady, who had been long of
his congregation , and his intimate friend ,
who expressed surprise and disapproba -
tion when once Dr . Priest ley prea ched for
him . It must , we th ink, be admitted ,
tha t neithe r this excellent man , nor Lard -
ner, not to mention Locke and Newioi>f

12 Memoir of the late Rev. Josep h Priestl ey, LL.D. F. R.S. |r#.



toi haa been alread y observed , car-
ried furth er than they did , his no-
tion s of religious discipline. In short ,
reli gion was to him the most impor-
tant of all concer ns, and that which
chiefl y excited the ardou r of his
mind. The essentials of the syste m
in which he fina lly settled were,
the proper humanity of Christ , in-
cluding - the rejection of his miracu -
lous conception , and oi the doctrine
of atonement ; an d a future stat e, in
which punishment is to be only emen-
datory, and all rational beings are to
be final ly happy : this was an infe-
rence from the doctrine of necessity
combined with that of the benevo-
lence of the Deity. He rej ected an
intermediat e state of existence , and
founded all his expectations of a future
life upon revelation alone. Of the
very numerous publications in which
he pro posed and defended his theo-
logical opinions, a great part were
tem porary and occasional . Those
which may be deemed most durable
and important are , his " Institutes of
Natural and Revealed Rel igion," his
" Letter s to a philosophical XJnbe-
liever," his explanations of Scri ptu re,
and his inquiries into the faith of the
earl y Christian s, which he endea-
vour ed to prove to have been con-
form able to the Unitarian system .
To the stud y of scri pture he was ex-
tre mely attached , and he paid a re-
ver ent respect to its historical and
prop hetic authori ty. He published
several works in practical divinity,
of which , two ser mons, on Habitual
Devotion , an d on the Dut y of not
living to ourselves , are of singular
excellence.̂ 31

did justice to their opinions or their cha-
ra cters in their faint and tard y declara -
tions against general ly receive d and esta-
blished errors. It is painfu l to those who
revere the memory of the latter , to find
them praised as enlightened bel ieve rs , by
a Wilberforce or a More , in the same
work whe re they cens u re Unitarians as,
according to Bax ter , scarce Christians .

3 1  These Discourses have been Jar g-ely
ci rculate d amon g- the tracts of the Unit a-
rian Society. For a complete enumer ation ,
of Pr iestley 's wor ks we must refer to a
catal ogue ann exed to his Mem . Vol . ii.—
Their numbe r (108) and their variety serve
to shew how constantl y the author bore in
^ind the sentiment which he adopted from
">ppocrates 3 as a motto to his seal, Ars

Of his othe r writin gs, the most
important hav e been ment ioned in
the narrative of his life. Among
these, his Histories of Elect ricit y,
and of Vision , are perha ps the only
ones by which his name would have
been perpetuated , had it been de-
void of so man y other passport s to
immortality. 33

Memoir of the Rev. Robert Edward Garnham. is

A Short Memoir of the Rev. Robert
Edward Garnham ,

[Pri y ited but not published. ]
MR .  GARNHAM was born at

Bury St. Edmunds , May 1st,
17^3, and was the onl y survivin g
child of the Rev. Robert Gar nham ,
many years master of the t ree Gram -
mar School at Bur y, and rect or of
Nowton and Hargrave , in Suffolk.*
His mother was Mary, dau ghter of
Mr * Benton , and sister of the late
Edward Benton , Esq. secondar y in
the Court of King ?s Bench. Mr.
Garnham received his school-educa -
tion under the tuition of his father ,
whojustl y supported a considera ble
reputation for classical learnin g. He
was removed from Bury school, and
admitted of Trinity College, Cam-
brid ge, in 1770, and the following

longa , vita brev is. We trust that a plan
now in contem plation , for publishing* by
subscri ption , the "whole of Pr iestley's works ,
except the scientif ic , will ver y soon be
communicated to the public .

3t Besides various particulars respecting*
the charac ter and opinions of Pr iestley,
inte rsper sed th rou gh successive volumes of
the M. Repos., we may refe r especially to
his u Historical Eulogy," by Cuvier , Se-
creta ry to the National Institute of Fr anc*,
i . 216, 328, to an account of him in his
residence at Northumberland , America , by
Mr. Wm. Bakewell , of Melbourn , i. 393,
505, 564, 622, to his eulog iuin by thy
venerable Christian Patriot , and Ph i Ian -
throp ist, Wyvill, ii. 464, to the char acter
of Priestley by hi s successor at Leeds, the
late Mr. Wood , iii. 401, and to V. F's.
interesting sketch of that part of his life,
in which he was connected with the War -
rin g-ton Academy , viii . 226—231. R.

* He was formerl y Fellow of Tr inity
College, Cambrid ge, and took the degree
of 3. A. 1737, and M. A . 1747. Afte r
having - retired some years from his school,
he died at Bu ry, Nov . 8tb, 1798, aged
82. His widow survived hrm little more
tha n twel ve month s, dying" at Bury , Dee.
6th , 1799, aged 79. They were burie d in
the chancel of the par ish church of Nowton .



year was elected scholar. In 1774,
he was admitted to his degree of
B, A. which he obtained with credit
to his College and himself, an d was
elected Fellow in 1775, and procee d-
ed M. A.  in 1777. In 1793 ? be was
elected college-preacher , and , in No-
vember. 1797, was advance d into the
Seniority. He was ordain ed deacon ,
March 3d , 1776, in Park-s treet Cha-
pel , Westminster , by Dr Phili p
Young, then Bishop of Norwich ;
and afterwards entered on the cura-
cies of Nowto n and G reat Welna-
tham , in the neighbourhood of Bu-
ry. On June 15th , \J 77» he was
ordained priest in Trinity College
Chapel , by Dr. Hinc hlifFe, then
Bishop of Pete rborou gh and Master
of the College. But in the cours e of
his stud ying the scr iptures , he was
led to distinguish between th e re-
vealed word of God , an d the accu-
mulated and heter ogeneous doctrines
an d commandment s of men. fie se-
riousl y consi dere d an d wei ghed the
respect which was severa l ly due to
divine and human auth ority ; and the
unqualified assent which every offi -
cial repetition of the public service
of the church not onl y imp lied , but
was underst ood to express . It was
not, however , ti ll after the coolest
deliberation , an d most entire con-
v iction , that he dete rmine d never to
re peat h is subscri ption to the thi rt y-
nine articles for any prefe rment which
he might become ent itle d to from the
college patrona ge, or which might
be offered to him from anv other
quarter . A greea bly to and consis-
tent ly with this state of mind , he re-
signed , at Midsummer , 1789> the

^c/iracies in which he was then en-
Imaged, and resolved thencefor war d

to decline officiating in the ministry.
M r. Garn ham 's health was never ro-
bust , and durin g the last five or six
years of his life lie suffere d much
from sickness , which prevente d his
residing at Cam br id ge, after the death
of his father , in 1798 , and indisposed
an d disqualified him from $ pursuin g
his former application to his studies.
His indisposition and infi rmities con-
tinue d to increase , and , in the sum-
mer of 1801 , he evident ly appeared
to be" much broken. He was long
sensible of his generall y declining
health ; and so lately as the 4th of
May, a few weeks before his death,
he expressed this sentime nt, in a pr i-

vate lette r , to the writer of th is short
memoir .—" I shall never again (raid
he) be able to read through an octavo
volume > and I hav e several times the
lust winter seriousl y thoug ht my
death was not far distant. Perhaps ,
if the ensuing summer be a favoura-
ble one, 1 may rall y a little ; if not,
1 shall despair , and expect to depart ,
without either feeling jor occasionin g
a prodi gious quantit y of regret. " For
some short time he had complained
of an asthma , and on the Saturday
preceding his death , was at tack -
ed with an inflammation on the
lungs and breast. He continued till
the mornin g of the following Thurs -
day, June 24th , 1802, when he de-
parte d this life, in the 50th year of
his age ; and was buried in the chan-
cel of Nowton Church , on Tuesday
the 29th, with all the priva cy con-
sisten t with customa ry decejicy,
"w hich he enjoined his executors to
obser ye-

Mr , Garnhani was well qualified ,
from his sto re of general learning,
and from his excellent jud gment, to
iiave shone in the most distinguished
society ; but his natural temper dis-
posed him to reti rement from the bu-
sy hum of men ; He was, ther efore*genera lly reserved in mixed and nu-
merous companies j but he greatl y
enj oyed the social interc our se of ra-
tional ari d liberal minds. With his
select and confidential friends , he was
unrestra ined in his commuui cations ;
nor was he less confidential in any
trust reposed in hi m, than he was
devoted to support every profession
of friendshi p. His attainments , taste,
an d success in biblical criticism , and
generall y in classica l literature , as
also his acume n in th eological con-
trovers y, may be sat isfactoril y ascer-
taine d by a reference to his writings.
These were , indeed, anon ymous j
but the means of access to then ) will
be made easy by the subjoined ca-
ta logue : and , if an ar dour for truth ,
acut euess of discern men t, soundness
of jud gment, an d clearness of reason -
ing,—if freedom of inquiry, conducted
with a happy mixture of wit and
arg ument , where the subject or oc-
casion admitted , can recomme nd
theological literature , his writ ings
will be read and respected Wjher«ryer
they are known . His pr ivate ^ojrjr -̂
pQ.n(j [ence was peculiarl y marked f iy
accurat e observatio ns ou the signs of

14 Memoir of the Rev* Robert Edward Garnha w.



the time*, and hap py delineations of
char acters which have var iously fi-
gured in his day , and whose move-
ments came withi n his own know-
ledge, or were of unquestioned pub-
lic notorie ty.

His benevolence was begt known
to his more intimate friends ; and
nothing but his death releases the
han d which writes th is short memoir
from the restriction of p rivate confi-
dence on this partic ular subj ect. It
was in the course of our unreserved
corresponde nce, immediatel y .after
the failure of a ban k , at Bury, in
1797* which involved his father and
himself in no inconsiderable loss, that
he wr ote, in reply to what I had
proposed to him on that occasion. . .
• - . m . "But it will not be in my
pdwer to accept the very friendl y
invitation , till afte r the next dividend.
Upon the ban krup tcy taking place,
I dete rmi ned, if possible  ̂ not to fail
in any one of the Httle douceurs I
was in the habit of bestowin g in the
eleemosynary way, to a few persons
with whose necessities I sun acquaint-
ed ; and as it is impossible to lose
the best part of a year 's income, with -
out making retrenchm ents someudiere,
I was prompt in deciding that the
abridgment should be in personal
gratifications ; of which the greate st
I certainl y esteem that of presentin g
myself before my London friends. 7 '
—See Monthl y Magazi ne , Vol . xiv.
pp. 89, 193.

CATALOGUE OF HIS  "WHITINGS.
No. 1. Examination of Mr. Har-

rison's Sermon, preached in the ca-
thedral church of St. Paul, London,
before the Lord Mayor, on May 2.5th,
1788—1789.

2. Letter to the Right l?ev. the
Bishop of Norwich, (13r. Biigot) re-
questing him to name the Prelate to
whom he referred as " ecu it <:ndi sir:? ;
strenuousl y for the genera l excel-
lence of our present authorised tr ;i il-
lation of the Bible," 178Q.

3. Letter to the Right Prv. the
Bishop of Chester, (DY. Cie.-?ver ) on
the subject of two Sermons :v\ >.uV ~w<\

by him to the Clergy of Ins diocese ;
comprehending1 also z vindication of
the late Bishop Hoad ly> 1790,

4. Review of Dr. Hay 's Sermon,
in tilled " Thoughts cu the Athana-
sian Cree d,*' preached April 12th,
1790, at the visitat ion of the Arch-
deacon of Bucks, 17 90.

5. Outlin e of a Commentary on
Revelations xi. 1 — 14. 1794.

6. A Sermon preached in the cha-
pel of Trinit y College, Cambridge,
on Thursday, Dec. 19th, 1793, the
day appointed for the commemoration
of the benefactors to that society, 1794.

PAPERS IN " " COMMENTARI ES AND
ESSAYS " SIGNED SYNE R.GUS.
1. Vol. I. 1786- Art. V, p. 94—

111. A Paraphrase and Notes on
Romans v. 8—18* 2. Art* XI. p*
467—509- Observations 011 part of
the 8th, 11th, and 12th chapters of
Daniel.

3. Vol. 11. 1801. Art. XIlL p. 1--*
8. An Illustration of 1 Cor. x. 14™
24. 4, Art- XIX. p. 123—252. A Sum-
mary View of the Prophecies relating
to Antichrist, contained in the wri-
tings of Daniel, Paul, Peter, Jude,
and John. 5. Art . XX. p. 253 -267.
On the Forensic Metaphors adopted
in the New Testament, 6. Art. XXI.
p. 268—278. On the terms Redemp-
tion , Ransom, Purchase, &c. adopted
in thg,New Testament. 7- Art. XXII .
p. .279—311. On the Sacrificial
Phrases adopted in the New Testa-
ment.
PAPERS IN THE " THEOLOGICAL RE-

POSITORY. "

1. Vol. V. 178& p. 38—56, signed
Ereunetes, Obser vations 011 Isaiah
vii. 10—23. viii. 5—19. 2, p. Q73 —
288* Observations on various Texts
of Scripture, signed Krci iictrs.

3. Vol. VI. 17SS , p. 00—78. signed
RreuneU 'S* I >n th f * Ob2c«-tion of Isaac,
ms fj guraii . vf of the j Death- of Christ.
-1. -p . i 3">~- 1 7* * signed hliola- On
the" El ijah fV *n^okl by Maluehi. 5.
p. QA-'l—^v V y s^,;'iH.:d Idiola. An In-
qui ry  i nto the  Time at wtiieii the
Km.^dom of Homvoi ) wi l l  commence.

J. D.

The Fathers. 1 s

EXTRACTS V HX) NI "n k "\V
~(Hi 12 LICATIO.NS.

- ——wM^i

The Fathers ,
[From Edinburgh Review,, Nov . 18M,

No. 47. Vol. xxiv. pp. 58—08. Review
<>T Boydy$ T'ransla tions.']

W
E had thought that the merits
of the fathers were beginning to

|K.:I*«- 

bcpnrU y thirl y i-istiinntod ; thai:, what-
ever reverence mi giit stiU hct due to
those emincut men , for ihe sanctity
of t hei r Sivcs , their 'laborious lueu-
hrations , their  zeal tuitl int repidity in
the can :> e of t\w <:ln.i rch ? aj i dall  thone



solemn and imposin g lights, in which
their nearness to the rising sun of
Christianity places them ; yet, that
the time of their authority over con-
science and opinion was gone by 5
that they were no longer to be re-
garded as guides either in faith or in
morals ; and that we should be quite
within the pale of orthodox y in say-
ing that ,, th ough admirable martyrs
and saints, they were , after all, but
indi fferent Chri stians. In point of
style, too, we had suppose d that cri-
ticism was no longer dazzled by their
sanctity ; that few would now agree
with the learn ed J esuit, Garasse ,that
a chapt er of St. Augustine on the Tri-
nity is worth all the Odes of Pindar ;
that , in short, the y had taken their
due rank among those affected and
rhetorical wri ters, who flou rished in
the decline of ancient literatu re, and
were now, like man y worth y authors
we could mention , very much re-
spected and never read.

We had supposed all this ; but we
find we were mistaken. An eminent
dignitar y of the Church of England
has latel y shewn that in his opinion
at least , these vetera ns are by uo
means invalided in the warfa re of
theology ; for he has broug ht more
than seventy volumes of them into
the field against the Calvinists. Aud
here is Mr. Boyd, a gentleman of
much Greek , who assures us that the
Homilies of St. Chrysostom , the Ora -
tious of St. Gregory Nazianzen , and
—proh pudo r !—the Amours of Daph -
nis and Chloe are models of elo-
quence , attic ism, ana fine writin g.

Mr. Boyd has certai n ly chosen the
safer, as well as plea.sa.nt er path ,
throug h the neglected field of learn -
ing ; for , tasteless as th <* metap hors
of the fathers are in general , they are
much more innocent and digestible
than thei r arguments ; as the learned
bishop we have just alluded to may,
perhaps, by this time acknowled ge ,
having found , we suspect , that his
seventy folios ar e, like elephants in
batt le, not only ponderous , but dan -
gerous aux iliaries , which , when once
let loose, may be at least as formida -
ble to friends as to foes. This , indeed p
has always been a charact eristic of
the writi ngs of the fathers . This am-
bidextrou s faculty—this sort of Swiss
versati lity in fighting equal ly well on
frotlt tides of the question, has dis-

tinguished them throu gh the whole
history of theological controversy :•—-
the same authors , the same passa ge*
have been quoted with equal confi-
dence, by Arians and Athanasian s,
Jesuits and Jansenists , Transubstan -
tiators and Typifiers. Nor is it only
the dull and bigoted who have had
recourse to these self-refuted authori -
ties for their purpose ; we often ftnd
the same anxiet y for their support ,
the same disposition to account them,
as Chillingworth says, * Fathers when
f or, and children when ayainst , in
quarters where a greater degree of
good sense and fairness might be ex*
pected. Even Middleton himself,
who makes so light of the opinions of
the fathers , in his learned and rixanly
inquiry into miracles , yet courts th &ir
sanction with much assiduity for his
favourit e system of allegorizing the
Mosaic history of the creation ; a.
point on which, of all others, their
alliance is most dan gerous , as there Is
no subject upon which their Pagai*
imagin ation s have rioted more ungo-
verna bly.

a he error s of the primiti ve doctors
of the church ; their Chri stian hea-
thenism an4 heath en Chri stianity,
which led them to look for the Tri -
nity among those shadow y forms
that peopled the twilight groves of the
academy, and to array the meek,
self-humblin g Christian in the proud
and iron armour of the Portic o; thei r
bigoted rejection of the most obvious
trut hs in uatural science ; the bewil-
derin g vibration of their moral doc-
tri nes, never resting between the ex-
tremes of laxity and rigour ; their
credulit y, their inconsistencies of
conduct and opinion, and wors t of
all, their forgeries and falsehoods,
have alread y been so often and so
abl y exposed by divines of all coun-
tr ies, religions and sects ; the Du-
piiis, Mosheims, Middl etons,Clark e6,
J ortins , &c. that it seems superfluous
to add another line upon the subj ect :
thou gh we are not quit e sure that , in
the present state of Euro pe, a dis-
cussion of the meri ts of the fath ers is
not as seasonab le and even fashiona ble
a topic as we could select. At a
time w hen the Inqu isition is re-esta-
blished by our beloved Ferdin and ;
when the Pope again br andish es the
keys of St- Peter with an air worth y
of a successor of the Hildebrands and

i 6 The Fathers.



Per ettis > when canonizatio n is about
tx> be inflicted on anothe r Louis , and
little silver models of embryo princes
are gravely vowed at the shrine of
the virgin : in times.like these it is not
too much to expect that such enligh-
tened author s 9s St. Jerome and Ter-
tuil ian may soon become the classics
of most of the contine nta l courts. We
shal l therefor e mak e no further apa-
Jogy , for prefa cing our remarks upon
Mrl Boyd\s translation with a few
brief and desultory notices of some of
the most distinguished fathers aad
their works.

St. J ustin , the martyr , is usually
considered as the* well -sprin g of most
of those stra nge errors which flow ed
go- abundantl y th rou gh the ea rly ages
of the Chur ch, and spread arouztd
them in their cours e such luxuriance
of absurdity. The most amiable , and
th erefore the least conta gious of bis
heterodo xies,* was that which led
him to patronize the souls - of Socrates
and other Pagans , in consideration of
those glimmerin gs of the divine Lo-
gos which his fancy discovered throu gh
the dark , night of heathenism. The
absurd part of this opin ion remained ,
whi le its tolerant spirit evaporat ed.
And while these Pagans were still al-
lowed to have known somethin g of
the Tri n ity, *they were yet damn ed
for not knowing more, with most un-
relenting orthodoxy.

The belief of an intercourse be-
tween angels and women, founded
upon a false version of a text in Ge-
nesis, and of an abundant progen y of
demons in consequence , is one of
those monstrous notions of St. Justin ,
and other fathers , which show how
litt le they had yet purge d off the
grossness of heathen mytholo gy, and
in how many respects their heaven wa *
but Olympus with other name s : —
Vet we can hardl y be angry with
them for th is erro r, when we recol-
lect,/ that possibl y to their enamoured
angela we owe the beautifu l world of

* Still more benevolent was O\i g*en\
never- to-be-forgfi veto dissent from the doc-
trin e of eternal damnation. To thj s amia -
ble iveftkfiess , more than any tiling- else,
tbis fattier seems to hav e owed the forfeiture
g/fcis rank in the Calendar ; and in re-
tur n for hie anxiety to rescue the human
rac e from hell, he ha# beetk sent thifhe r
himself by more than one Cath olic Iheolo-
ff ian.

Sylphs and Gnomes, and that , per-
haps , at this moment , we might have
want ed Pope's most excellent Poem*
if the Septuagint Version had tra ns-
lated the book of Genesis correct ly.
This doctrine , as far as it concerned
angelic natures , was at length indig-
nantly disavowed by St. Chrysosto m.
But daemons were much too usefu l a
race to be so easily surrendered to
reasoning or ridicule j there was no
getting up a decent miracle without
them , exorcists would have been out
of employ, and saints at a loss for
temptation -.—-According ly, the wri -
tings of these holy doctors a bound
with such stor ies of demoniaca l pos-
session, as make us alternatel y smile
at their weakness , and blush for th eir
dishonest y. Nor are they chargeable
only with the impostu res of the ir own
tim es ; the sanction they gave to this
petty diabolism has made them re-
sponsible for whole centuri es of jug-
gling. Indeed , whoever is anxious to
contemplate a picture of human folly
and human knave ry, at the same
time ludicrous and melanchol y, may
find it iu a history of the exploits
of daemons , from the days of the
Fathers down to modern times ;
from about the date of that theatrical
little devil of Tertu Hian , (so trium -
phantl y referred to by Jerem y Col-
lier), Who claimed a rig ht to take
possession of a woman in the theatre
(* because he there found her on his
own ground *}, to the gallant daemons
commemorated bv Eodin and Remi-
gius, and such trag ical far ces as the
possession of the Nuns of Loudo n.
The same feature s of craft and du-
pery are discove rable throug h the
whole from beginn ing to end ; an d
when we have read of th at mirac u-
lous -pers on, Gregory Thaumaturgus ,
w riting a familiar epist le to Satan ,
and then tu rn to the stor y of the
youn g1 Nun , in fiodin , in whose box
was found a love-letter * a son ch*r
dee rnoiV we need not ask more per-
fect specimens of the two w retc hed
extrem es of imposture and credulity,
than these two very different letter -
w riters a fiord .

The only class of daemons whose los*
we regret , and whose v isitations we
would gladly have restored to us, are
those * seducing sprites , who,* as
Theop hilus of Anlioch tells us, ' con-
fessed themselves to be the same that
had inspired the heat hen poets/ T**t

Tte> Father *. VSf

Y*t . x* m



learned Father has not favou red us
with any parti culars of these interest -
ing spirits ; has said nothing of the
ample wings of fire, which, we doubt
not, the daemon s of Homer and Pindar
spread out , nor described the laugh-
ing eyes of Horace 's Fam iliar , nor even
the pointed tail of the short devil of
Martial ; but we own we should like
to see such cases of possession in our
days $ and thoug h we Reviewers are
a kind of exorcists , employed to cast
out the eivil daemon of scribbling , and;even pride ourselves upon having per-
formed some notable cures ; from such
dfemoniacs we would refrain with re-
verence 'y nay , so anxiousl y dread the
escape of the spirit , that , for fear of
accidents , we would not suffer a saint
to come near them .

The belief of a miilenium or temporal
rei gn of Christ , during which the
faithful were to be indul ged in all sorts
of sensual gratif ications , may be
recko ned among those gross erro rs,
for which neither the parch nor the
academ y are accountable , but which
grew up in the ran k soil of oriental fa-
naticism , and were nursed into doc-
trines of Christianit y bv the Fathers .
Thou gh the world 's best religion
comes from the East , its very worst
superstitio ns hav e sprung thence also ;
as in the same quarter of the heavens
arises the sun-beam that gives life to
the flower, and the withering gale that
blasts it* There is scarcel y one of these
fantastic opinions of the Fathers tha t
jniay not be traced among the fables
of the antient Persians and Arabians.
The voluptuous Jerusalem of St. Jus -
tin and I renaeus may be found in
those glor ious gardens of 1 ram , which
were afterwards con verted into the
Paradise of the "Fai thful by Mahomet ;
and the ir enamoure d '- Sons of God'
may be paralleled in the an gels Harut
and Marut of Eastern story, who ,
bewildered by the infl uence of wine
and beauty , forfeited their high ce-
lestial rank , and were degra ded into
teachers of magic upon earth. The
mischievous absurdity of some of the
moral doctrines of the Fathers ; the
state of apathy to which they would
reduce their Gnostic or perfect Chris -
tian y their condemnation of marria ge
and their M onkish fancies about ce-
libacy ; the extreme to which they
carried their notions of patie nce, even
to the prohi bition of all resistance to
asmressio a, though th<? aggresso r

aimed at life itself ; the stran ge doc-
trine of St. Augustine , that the Saint *
are the only lawful proprietors of the
things of this world , and that the
wicked have no right whatever to
their possessions, however human
laws may decree to the contrary -,
the indecencies in which too many of
them have indulge 4 in their wri tings ;
the profan e frivolity of Tertullian , in
making God himself prescribe the
length and measure of women's veils,
in a special revel ation ' to some ecstatic
spinster ; and the moral indignation
with which Clemens Alexandrin u*
inveighs against wjiite bread , peri-
wigs, coloured stuffs and lap-dogs !
all these, and many more such puerile
and pernicious absurdities open a wide
field of weedy fan cies, for ridi cule to
skim, and good sense to tram ple upon:
-•-But we must content ourselves with
referrin g to the wor ks that have been
written upon this subject j particu -
lar ly to the tre atise * de la Morale des
Per es* of Barbeyrac ; which , thoug h
as dull and tiresome as could reasona -
bly be expected from the joint effort *
of the Fathers of the Church and a
Law professor of Groningen , abu n-
dantl y proves that the moral tenets of
these holy men are for the most part
unnatural , fanatical and dan gerous ;
founded upon false interpretations of
holy writ , and the most gross and
anil e ignor ance of human natu re ; and
tha t a community of Christians , form-
ed upon their plan , is the very Uto-
pia of monkery, idleness and fanati -
cism.

Luckil y, the impracticab ility of
these wretched doctrines was in gene-
ral a sufficien t antidote to their mis-
chief: But there were two maxims,
adop ted and enforced by many of the
Fathers , which deserve to be branded
wit h particular reprobation , not onl y
because they acted upon them conti -
nuall y themselves, to the disgrace of
the holy cause in which they were
engaged, but becaus e they have trans -
mitted their contam inat ion to poste-
r ity, and left the features of Christian -
ity to this day disfi gured by their
taint . The fi rst of these maxims—we
give it in the words of Mosheim—was,
* that it is an act of virt ue to deceive
and lie, when by such means the liV-
teres ts of the church may be promote
ed.f To this profli gate pri nciple the
wor ld owes, not only the fables and
forge ries of these pri mitive times, butt
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many of those evasions, those com-
promises between conscience and ex-
pediency, which are still thought ne-
cessary and justi fiable for the support
of religious establishments. So in-
dustrious were the churchmen of the
early ages in the inculcation of this
monstrous doctrine, that we find the
Bishop Heliodorus insinuating it, as
a general principle of conduct, through
the seductive medium of his Romance
Theagenes and Char idea. The se-
cond maxim, * equally horrible/ says
Mosheim, * though in a different point
of view, was, that errors in religion,
when maintained and adhered to after
proper admonition, are punishable
with civil penalties and corporeal tor-
tu res/ St. A ugustine has the credit
of originating this detestable doctrine;
to him, it seems, we are indebted for
first conjuring up that penal spirit,
which has now, for so many hundred
years, walked the earth , and wrhose
votaries, from the highest to the
meanest, from St. Augustine down to
Doctor Duigenan, from the perse-
cutors of the African Donatists to the
calumniators and oppressors of the
Irish Catholics, are all equally dis-
gracefu l to that mild religion,in whose
name they have dared to torment and
subjugate mankind.

With respect to the literary merits
of the Fathers, it will hardly be de-
nied, that to the sanctity of their sub-
jects they owe much of that imposing
effect which they hav e produced upon
the minds of their admirers* We have
no doubt that the incoherent rhapso-
dies of the Pythia (whom, Strabo tells
us, the ministers of the temple now
and then helped to a verse) found many
an orthodox critic among their hearers
who preferred them to the sublimest
strains of Homer or Pindar. I ndeed,
the very last of the Fathers, St. Cxre-
gory the Great, has at once settled
the point for all crit ics of t heologica l
writings, by dec laring that the words
of Divine Wisdom are not amenable
to the laws of the vulgar grammar of
this world ;—* non deben t verba cce-
lestis ori ginis subesse regulis Donati.'
It must surely be acc ording to some
such code of criticism that Lactantius
has been ranked above Cicero, and
that Erasmus himself has ventured to
prefer St. Basil to Demosthenes. Fven
the harsh, muddy and unintelligible
Tertullfen, whom Salmasius §JSivc *up
in despair, has found a warm admirer

in Balzac, who professes himself en-
chanted with the * black lustre* of his
style, and compares his obsurity to
the rich and glossy darkness of ebony.
The three Greek Fathers, whom the
writer before us lias selected, are in
general considered the most able and
eloquent of any ; and of their merits
our readers shall presently have an
opportunity of judging, as far as a
few specimens from Mr. Byod's trans-
lations can enable them :—But , for
our own parts, we confess, instead of
wondering wit h this gentleman that
his massy favourites should be * doomed
to a temporary oblivion,1 we are only
surprised that such affected deelaimers
should ever have enjoyed a better fate;
or that even the gas of holiness with
which they are i nflated, could ever
have enabled its coarse and gaudy ve-
hicles to soar so high into the upper
regions of reputation. It is South,
we believe, who has said that * in or-
der to be pious, it is not necessary to
be dull j' but, even dullness itse lf is
far more decorous tha n the puerile
conceits, the Haunting metaphors, and
all that false finery of rhetorical de-
clamation , in which these w riters have
tricked out their most solemn and im-
portant subj ects. At the time, indeed,
when thev studied and wrote, the
glories of ancient literature had faded ;
sophists and rhetoricians had taken
the place of philosophers and orators ;
nor is it wonderful that from such in-
structors as I^ibanius they should
learn to reason ill and write affectedly.
But the same florid effeminacies of
sty le, which in a love-letter of Phi-
lostratus, or an ecphrasis of JLibanius,
are harmless at least, if not .amusing,
become altog ether disgust ing, when
applied to sac red topics y and are little
less offensive to piety and good taste,
than those rude exhibitions of the old
moralities, in which Christ and his
apostles appeared dressed out in
t rinkets, tinsel, and embroidery. The
chief advantage that a scholar can now
derive from a perusal of these volumi-
nous doctors, is the I?;:lit they th row
upon the rites and tenets of the Pa-
gans ; in the exposure and refutation
of which they sue, as is usually Jhe
case, much more successfu l thai , in the
defence and illustration of th< ii own .
In this respect Clemens Ale^uulnnus
is one of the ino>.t valuable;; being"
chiefly a compiler of the dogmas of
ancient learning, and abounding witir
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canons notices of the religion and li-
terature of the Gentiles. Indeed the
manner in which some of the Fathe rs
have been edited, sufficient ly proves
that they were considered by their
commentators as merel y a sort of
inferior classics, upon which to hang
notes about heathen gods and philo-
sophers. Ludov icus Vives, upon the
• City of God* of St. Augustine , is an
example of this class of theolog ical
annotato rs, whom a hint abou t the
th ree Grac es, or the god of Lampsa -
cus, awaken s into more acti vity than
whole pages about the Trinity and the
resurrecti on.

The best specimen of eloquence we
have met among the Fathers , at least
that which we remember to have
read with most pleasure , is the Ch a-
risteria , or Oration of Thanks, de-
livered by Gregory Thaumaturgus ,
to his instru ctor Ori gen. Thoug h
rh etorical like the rest, it is of a more
manly and simple chara cter , and does
credit alike to the maste r and the dis-
ciple. But upon the whole, perha ps
St. Augustine is the author whom-- -
if ever we should be doomed, in pe-
nance for our sins, to select "a Fath er
for our private reading—we should
choose, as, in our opinion , the least
tiresom e of the brotherhood. It is
impossible not to feel interested in
those stru ggles between passion and
pr inciple, out of which his matu rer
age rose so tr iumphant ; and there is
a conscious frailty mingling with his
precepts , an d at times throwin g its
shade over the light of his piety,
which gives his writings an air pecu-
lia rly refreshin g, af ter the pompous
rigidity of Chrysostom , the Stoic af-
fectati on of Clemens Alexandrinus ,
and the ant ith etical trifling of Gregory
Najzianzen. If it were not too for the
inde lible stain which his conduct to
the Donat ists has left upon his me-
mory, the philosophic mildn ess of his
Tract against the M anichseans , and
the candour with which he praises his
heretica l antagonist Pela gius, as ' sanc-
tum , bonum et praedieandum virum ,*
would have Jed us to select him as nil
example of that tolerating spirit ,
which— we grieve to say—is so very
rare a virtue antioug the saints.—
Thou gh Augustine, after the season
of his follies was over , very sedulousl y
avoided the society of females, yet he
correspond ed vi ith most of the hol y
womeu of his time ; and ther e is a
ttnmx of tenderness thro ugh many of

his letters to them, in -which hig
weakness for the sex rather interest-
ingly betr ays itself. It is in the con-
solatory epistles, particularl y, that we
discover these embers of his youthfu l
temperament ;—as in the 93rd to Ita -
lica, on the death of her husband , and
the 263rd, to Sapida, in return for a
gar ment she bad sent him, iu the
thoughts of w hich there is a consi-
derable degree of fancy as well as
ten derne ss.

We cann ot allude to these fair cor -
respondents of Augustine , without
remarking , that the warmest and best
allies of the Fath ers , in adopting their
fancies and spre adin g their miracles ,
appear to have been those enth usias-
tic female pupils by grou ps of whom
they were all constantl y encircled ;—
whose imaginations required but little
fuel of fact, and whose tongues would
not suffer a wonder to cool iu cir-
culating . The same peculi arities of
temperament , which recommended
females in the Pagan world, as the
fi ttest sex to rece ive the inspiration s
of the tri pod, made them valuabl e
agents also in the imposing machinery
of miracles. At the same time it must
be confessed that they performed ser-
vices of a much higher nature ; and
that to no cause whatever is Chris-
tian ity mor e signally indebted for the
impression it produ ced in those pri-
mitive ages, than to the pure piety,
the fervid zeal, and heroi c devoted-
ness of the female converts. In the
lives of these holv virsr ins and ma-
trons , in the humility of their be-
lief and the courage of their suffer-
ings, the gospel found a far better il-
lustration than in all -th e voluminous
wr itings of the Fathers :—there are
some of them, indeed , whose adven -
tures are sufficientl y romant ic, to sug-
gest materi als to the poet and the no-
velist j  and Ariosto himself has con-
descended to borro w from the le-
gends his curious story of Isabella and
the Moor ,—to the no small horror of
the pious Cardinal Baronius, who
remsr ks w ith much asperi ty on the
sacrilege of which * thr*t vulgar poet*
has been guilty , in daring to intro-
duce this sacred story among his fi<^-
tions. To the littl e acquaintance these,
women could have formed with the
various dogmas of ancient piiilosophy,
and to the unincumbered state of their
minds in consequence, may be attri-
buted much ' of that warmth and clear-
ness, with which the light of Chr is-
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tian ity shone throu gh them ; where-
as, in the learne d heads of the Fa-
thers, this illumination found a more
dense and coloured medium, which
tur ned its celestial beam astray, and
tinged it with ail sort s of gaudy ima-
ginations . Even where these women
indulged in theological reveries , as
they did not embody their fancies in-
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Original Letter of Georg e Fox s.
Sir , JSrom ley, J an. $th, 1815.

THE following is a copy of a let-
ter from G eorge Fox, some va-

ri ations in spelling excepted. It was
add ressed to his wife, who was the
widow of Ju dge F elh The or iginal
letter is in my possession, indorsed by
my father , as ** George Fox 's own
writing " It app ears to have been
written in 1674, when a prosecution
-was pending against him for worshi p-
ping God as his conscience dicta ted ,
and for obeyiug the command of
Christ , " Swear not at all ,71 by refus-
ing to tak e the oath of allegiance and
suprem acy. The details of this pro-
secution are given in his Journal , pp.
462—480.

The lette r is curious in several re-
spects : 1st. As to what it says " con-
cernin g—-blac k cloth ," the use of
which does not seem to have been
proscribed in George Fox 's family^
2d. Brief as this unquestionably au-
thentic epistle is, the writer of it
twice uses the pronoun " you" in
add ressin g his wife, althoug h he says
ia his Journal , p. 22, " When the
Lord sent me into the world ," mean-
ing about the 24th year of his age,
•* I was requ ired to thee and thou all
men and women, withou t any respect
to rich or poor , great or small." 3d.
This letter is said to have been sent
by a person *' th at had his nick broke
out of the jent9" I suppose from
Kingston upon Thames to Swarth-
rrt ore Ha ll , in Lancash ire, where he
resided afte r his marria ge. I subjoi n
th e nar rative of this singula r accident
and recov ery fro m liis Journal p. 446,
and rema in, very respect full v,

THOMAS FOST ER.
44 Dear Love, to whom is my love

in the Seed tha t is over all , an d to
Thomas* and all the childre n. And

* Thomas Lower ; his wife*? eou-iii-law*.

to fblios, posterity, a.t least, has been
nothin g the worse for them ; nor
should we hav e known the stran ge
notions of Saint Ma-crina abou t the
soul and the resurrection , if her bro -
ther , Gregory of Nyssa, had not ra-
ther offi ciously informed us of them ,
in the dialogue he pr ofesses to have had
with her on these important subjects.

Friends live in the pea ceable life and
truth th at the Lord may be glorified
in you all , that hath purcha sed and
boug ht you. I did write from Ban -
bury and E. Man from London, and
concerning the black cloth Edward
Ren aid to tak e care abou t it. And
tha t you might return tli at money
you speak of to E. Man for me. And
1 have been at London about a week ,
and have a copy of my indictm ent,
and nothing is done as yet , but they
would be willing to get it off, and we
shall see this term .

" The people of the sessionst was
like fr iends and the Lord 's power was
oyer aJJ , and they are very fair. Ger-
rard Rob erts was with some of
Worcestershire officers since they
came to London , and [they] do pre -
tend much , some of them that moved
formerl y for my going to Worcester .
E. Fell was well latel y and Mar garet,
but her boy is ver y weak , the Lord
strengthen it ; poor woman , she is
exercised, but I w ould have her get
a place of rest , and to settle her mind
in. This is John Ja y, tha t had hid
neck broke out of the j oint, that I do
send this by . So in hast e my love in
the life. G. ff "

" Kingston, Month 3d, Day \7th ."
" While we were at Shr ewsbu ry

in East J ersey, " [in 1672] says George
Fox, p. 446, " an accident befel,
which for the time was a great exercise
tO US! J Oil II JaV - n.fHf > 11H nf Rnrhn H sio*to us; John Ja y, a friend ofBarbadoe s
who came with us from Rh ode Island ,
and intended to accompany us th rou gh
the woods to Mar yland , being to tr y
a horse , got upon his bac k , and the
hors e tell a runnin g, cast him down
upon his head , and broke his neck , as
the people said . Those that wer e
with him took him up as dead , carrie d
him a good way, and hud him on a
tre e. 1 got to him as soon as I could ;

+ At Worce ster.
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and feeling hirn , concluded he was
dead. As I stood by him pit yiug him
and his famil y, I took hold of his hair ,
and his head turned any way, his
neck was so litnber. Whereupon I
took his head in bot h my hands , and
settin g my knees against the tree , I
raised his head , and perceiving there
was nothin g out or broke n that way.
Then I put one hand under his chin ,
and the other behind his head , and
raised his head two or three times
with all my stren gth , and bro ught it
in. I soon perceived his neck begin
to grow stiff again , and then he began
to rattl e in his throat , and quickl y
after to breathe. The peop le were
amazed ; but I bade tht m have a
good heart , be of good faith , and carr y
him into the house. They did so,
and set him by the fire. I bid them
get him something warm to drink ,
and put him to bed . After he had
been in the house a wThile he began
to speak ; but did not know where
he had been. The next day we pass-
ed away (and he with us, pr etty well)
about sixteen miles, to a Meeting at
Middle tow u, throug h woods and
bogs, and over a river ; w here we
swam our horses , and got over our -
selves upon a hollow tree. Man y
hundred miles did he tr avel wit h us
after this".

Si Reasons for rej ecting the Calt inistic Theology. No. I .
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, Reasons for  rej ecting the Calvinistic
Theology. No, /.
JBlackheath f Jan , % 1815 .

"W TT TTJEN a child I was tau ght to
T V  conside r that system of doc-

trines which is contai ned in the As-
sembl y's Catechism , and which is
a good exhibition of the Calvinistic
cree d, as the genu ine doctr ine of
Christianity. In youth I saw reason
to question the identity of Christianity
and Calvinism , and came at length to
believe that tliev arc as far removed
as truth and falsehood. But retaining
as I do a respect almost to deference
for the talents and virtues of maiiy,
between whose reli gious tenets and
those of the W estminster divines
there is little or no difference , I have
thoug ht it both decent and safe, to
re-cons ider in mature r yea rs the
reasons , which have convinced me,
(hat the Calvinis tic system is not
Christiani ty, hi th is review it seemed
best to examine , fi rst of all, the dir ect
ev idence on bot h sides by a critica l
reading* of the books of theiNevv Testa-

ment . The result was an increas e of
conv iction, that the orthodox Theo-
logy has ori ginated princi pally in
misconception of the meaning of the
Apostle Paul in his letters to the
different Churches ; and that this
misconception has arisen from inatten -
tion to the circumstances both of the
writer and the Churches , and to the
occasion and object of the letters .
After the critica l question it seemed
lawful and just to examine the system
itself, and see if its features are such
as indicate probability of truth . It
was not too much to require , that it
he free from contradiction , that pro - '.
fessing to illustrate it shall not de-
stroy the moral attributes of deity,
that it maintai n the paternal as well
as the judicial char acter of God, since
Christianity asserts bot h, tha t it tend
not to confuse all moral percept ion by
requiring that we admire the display
of justice where the human under-
standing discerns only the want of
it, and that it shal l not forb id the
appeal to human reas on while the
system is founded on the suppo sition
of analogy between the divine govern-
ment , and human juris prudence ,
the collected reason of man. It may
be objected in 1 inline, that to pr o*
nounc e a divine proce eding unjust
becau se the justi ce is not apparent to
11 :e partial view of a finite under *
si Endin g, is both arr ogant and im-
pious. The proposition is true j but
as an objection to the examinat ion of
any doctrine which pr ofesses to be
Christian , it is inapplicable * Christi-
an ity proclaim s itself to be a display
of divine wisdom and goodness to the
mind of man , a revel ation of as much
of the divine government as it is ne-
cessa ry t hat he should know , in order
to contem plate the moral charac ter of
his Creator with adoration , gratitude
and confidenc e. It declares , that
God is just and tru e and merciful ,
that as jud ge of all he cannot do
wro ng, that as father of all he is in-
fi nitel y good to all , and that his
government is without partiality , re-
jectin g all distinct ions but of moral
qualit y. Glory, honor and peace to
ever y man who does good, to the
Jew first and also to the G entile , for
there is no respect of persons with
God. It is also cert ain, that the
Apostl es of Christ regard ed the
Christian dispensa tion asan emanation
of those ntora l attrrb itfts which they



ascri bed to God, and tliat they in-
vited and exhorted all men to ex-
amine and receive their doctrine as
being not only the truth , but such
truth as gave evidence and display of
the divine perfec tions. This was an
appeal to the moral par t of our nat ure,
call it rea son, the moral sense, or with
the Apostle the law of God written in
our hear ts, whatever phraseology be
chosen, the fact is the same : and their
app eal was either without meaning
or it meant , that takin g the words
justice , goodness and mercy to denote
such moral qualities as they are gen-
erall y used to denote amon g men, it
appears, and appears to the human
underst anding in the Christian revela-
tion , that God is infini tely just , good,
and merciful. It is then , irrelevant
and fri volous to object , that human
reason is out of its limits when it
pres umes to inquire if any proce eding
ascribed to the moral governor of the
world be merciful or cruel , just or
unjust. In this inquiry such a use
is made of reason , or of the moral
faculty, as was challenged and de-
manded by the first preachers of the
gospel , and th erefore it must be ac-
knowled ged by every Christian to be
a lawful use of the faculty. Indeed it
ivould. be absurd to attribute to Chris -
tian doct rine any instrumentality in
formin g the moral character , if the
yioral perfections of the divine Nature ,
though exerted in the Christian E-
conomy, were not also displayed to
human apprehen sion. On any other
supposition the exhortati on to be
followers of God , or to imitat e his
mora l character , would be trifling at
best, and in connexion with some
religious tenets might be pern icious in
the extreme. Believing then , that it
is not only lawful, but incumbent on
me, to examin e whatever pr ofesses to
be the scheme of the moral govern-
ment of God disclosed in Christianity
by the light of m^ moral faculties ,
which is also " light from heaven ,' * 1
have jud ged it ri ght to make the
Calvinistic creed the subject of such
examination 3 and I shal l now add
some reasons w hich appear to me
conclusive agai nst its pretensions to
be considered the true form of Christ-
ian doctr ine.

1. In that system we contemp late the
Supreme Being, in his relation to the
whole race of man, solely in a judici al
char acter. It presents to u& -a legal

pr oceeding, and could not be explain-
ed in any other term s than such as
are taken from the proceedi ngs in
courts of jud gment. Nothin g is built
upon the parental relati on to all and
each of mankind. It stands as it
might hav e stood , had the relation be-
tween God and man , universall y,
never been described in the Chri stian
Scri ptures to be that of a father and
his children ; and for this reason it
wants that amiable and attractive
chara cter which meets us in every
page of the New Testament , that
beni gn radiance which , falling upon
the ordinary charities of our nat ure,
kindles them into devotion . If in any
part of the scheme the paterna l mind is
displayed, it is in the institution of an
atonem ent for sin, that the mercifu l
father may pardon those whom the
righteous jud ge must condemn ; but
since it was also predetermi ned (for
this makes a link in the system,) tha t
a part only of the offendin g family
shall receive the benefit of this institu -
tion , with respect to the rest of man-
kind , that is, the vast multitude of the
non-elect , the judicial chara cter alone
has been displayed. If offers of peace
have been made to them , the grac e
which was necessary to accep tance of
them , though granted to the chosen,
has been withh eld from them -y and
they perish beneath the sentence of
the law, having received none of the
benefi t of a filial relation. Had the
Roman father spared one of his
equall y guilty sons and ordered the
other to execution , the survivo r might
recognize the father , but the victim
of public j ustice only the jud ge : who
could applaud either the father or the
jud ge ? Yet he who was tau ght of
God has commanded us to imitate our
father who is in heaven ; * be ye per-
fect, as your Father who is in heavea
is perfect. '

2dl y. The system which I reject
makes moral resp onsib ility to exceed
the measure of ab ilit y. If any pr o*
position may be regarded as an axiom
in morals , this is one, that there can-
not exist an obligation to perform
what is natur ally impossible. No
mnn is obliged to perform miracles.
It is said , that every , man inherits a
corrupt nature , which is incapable of
perfect obedience to the divine law.
Perfect obedience , theref ore, would
be contrar y to his nat ure ; and whether
the deviation from a law of nature be
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in malted or in mind, it is still a
miracle. Yet man, inheriting such a
nature , by the first act of disobedi -
ence, incurs infinite guilt , and falls
under the sentence of condemnation
to infinite misery. It may be re-
plied, that, because the inabili ty is
a mora l inability , the sentence is not
unjust ; and if the moral impotence
"were acquired there would be reason
in the reply ; but it is heredit ar y and
not acquir ed , and we must subvert
our notions of justice altogether be-
fore we can acknowled ge responsi-
bilit y to be the samd in both cases.
Still 1 am told th at the sentence is
just, because I have lost the pure
nature which I received frum my
Maker : but this is an assertion con-
trar y to fact ; I cannot have lost what
I never possessed, Adam may have
possessed a different nature before
his fall : but becaus e it was his natur e
it is not therefo re mine, unless we ar e
identi cal, especiall y as it ceased to be
his before he became my progenitor.
My nature is that constitution of
mind and body which 1 received
from my Maker , and which gives the
sole measure of my responsibility.

Sdly. It is essential to punitive
justice that the measure of punish-
ment be in proportion to the degree
of guilt. No considerations whether
of philosophy or policy can sophisti-
cate our moral feelings into a per-
suasion, th at it is just to punish all of-
fences equally by making the punish-
ment of ever y offence extreme . The
law s of Draco were wr itten in blood ,
but they hav e never been cited as a
in6>del of justice. It is ri ght that
there be a grad ation in punishment
as well as in guilt * The only mode
in which a creature can be made to
suffe r infinitel y is by protracting his
suffering without end ; and the onl y
case in which this can be just is that
in which in fi nite guilt has been con-
tracte d y and if this can be shewn to
be an impossib le case, it will follow
that infinite punish ment can never be
just. It is admitte d, that there is a
degree of mental imbecility, which
sin ks below mora l responsibi lity ; thjat
the same criminal action incurs dif-
ferent degrees of guilt before and after
the maturity of mental powers; and
that suppose two men, accomplices
in a crime, with an iodent ity of all
circumstances , the difference of men-
tal power forming the Only difter ^ime
between them, one having a feeble

indnd of confined view's, the other
posset ing a powerful intellect which
comman ds a wide extent of prospe ct
into the past and future , it would
be universall y felt and acknowled ged,
that the guilt of the one as much ex-
ceeds that of the other , as his mind
is more powerful , and his view
more comprehensive than his com-
panion 1 s. This feeling put in the
terms of a genera l proposition , may
be thus expressed ; the action bein g
the same the degrees of guilt in the
agents are in the direct ratio of thei r
powers of mind ; if greater , greater j
and if less, less ; if finite , finite ; and
if infinite , infinite . But since there
exists but one infui ite mind , and ever y
created mind is finite , the highest
degree of guilt which can be incu rred
by the highest intellect must fall
short , and infinitel y short , of infinit e
guilt. Infinite punishment * therefore ,
or punishment infinitel y prolonged ,
cannot be just , unles s it be no in-
justice to make the measure of punish-
ment to exceed infinitel y that of the
guilt- The Calvinistic system of
doctrines is bui lt upon the supposition
of infinite guilt , whence it infers the
justice of eternal punishment , and the
necessity of an infinite satisfaction.
To me therefore it appears , that the
foundation is sand , and that the system
which stands upon it, th ough it has
stood for centuries, must fall at last ;
a ruin which shall be contemp lated
in distant ages with fear and wonder.

m~- J . M-

£4 P artin tfton Chapel.

Partingto n, near Warringtont t 14 Dec.
Sir , 1814.

1 
UNDERSTAND you are in the

habit of inserting in your Repository
every increas e to the cause of Unitari -
anism. I think you should be an
particular in relating every loss which
tl*e Unitarians experience. But from
your know n impa rtiality I conceive
the fault is not in you, but in your
over zealous Unita rian Correspond -
ents who wishing to make their cause
appear more flourihing than it real ly
is, send you an account of the gains
only and not of the losses of their
part y.

In your last month 's Repository [ix.
7 19-720.] you mention a new Unitari an
chapel, being opened at Altring faam ,
ok Thursday, September 8. It appe ars
that soon afte r this* event a great and
blessed change must - have been
wroug ht in the minds of some of the
principal persons concerned in the



erection of the chapel at Altringham.
For on the 6th• of November follow-
ing, the persons above alluded to, being-
trustees to the chapel in this place
lately occupied by an Unitarian
minister, and having a legal right to
appoint to the situation, chose an
evangelical minister, of the Calvinistic
persuasion, in opposition to a young
man proposed by the Unitarian trus-
tees of Warriagton, and therefore
suspected of being tinctured with the
Unitarian heresy. But this, Sir, is
not the only triumph which the
friends of orthodoxy expect from the
happy and glorious change prod uced
on the persons above alluded to. They
are some of the leading persons in the
Altringham and Hale congregations,
and the leading trustees at Cross
Street Chapel in this neighbourhood,
and we may therefore anticipate that
when these places become vacant,
gospel ministers will be introduced
into all the three situations. I trust
to your impartiality for the insertion
of this letter, and am,

Sir, Your obedient servant,
A Friend to the real Gosp el of Jesus

Christ.

Natural Arguments f or a Future State * 25

Sir , Bristol, Dec. 1814.
PERHAPS you have heard the

story of the English sailor, who
finding an unarmed enemy, present-
ed him with one of his pistols, saying,
" Now let us fight fair'1!

Nor can you be ignorant, if you
would, nor insensible of the contrary
nature of the Christian's address to
his supposed enemy, the infidel ; he
first binds his hands behind his back,
threatens him with fine, tortures,
imprisonment and perhaps death if
he utters a syllable, thrusts a great gag
in his mouth, and then exclaims
** now let us hear what you have to
say "!

And don't tell us that this conduct
is contrary to the precepts and spirit
of Christianity : what! my Lord
Ellenborough, Lord Erskine, Sir
Vicary Gibbs, and Sir William Gar-
row, are undoubtedly Christians ! you
cannot deny it, or if you should, you
will not be believed, for we know
them by their fruits.

CH lftON.

Y

&iR, Trowbridge, Dec.Q, 1814.
OU must have seen in the pape rs
wwch an account a« tfa -foUtow-

VOLr. JU E

Natura l Argnmmits f or  a Futur e;
Slate.

IF we admit the belief of an infinitely
wise, powerful and good Being

presiding over the universe and super-
intending the affairs of his creatures,
we must, 1 think, see reason to sup-
pose that this life is not intended as the
termination of our existence. Inde-
Eendently of the revelation which God

a* been f*Jteaaed to bestow on man

ing ; on such a day Mr. Such-a-one
was condemned to pay to the King
a fine of two hundred pounds and to
be imprisoned in Newgate for the
space of two years for writing a
book called " Ecce Homo".

You must hnve seen too, I suppose,
the speeches of Mr. Whitbreatl and
others about the Spanish Inquisition,

• and have noticed the universal silence
about the English one.

1 can hardl y tell which of these
circumstances appears to me most
shocking, nor ani l going to express to
you my deep detestation and horror
at such proceedings, for that is im-
possible. . Also, I do not wish to give
occasion for refusing the insertion of
this.

But what 1 wish you to notice is,
the cruelty and baseness, the detest-
able cowardice, while things are in
this situation, of writing defences of
the Christian Religion, of challenging
its adversaries^ provoking them to the
combat, when it is know n the more
strong and unanswerable their argu-
ments may be, the more certain will
be th eir personal ruin.

The only reply that I can think of,
and I hope and believe that Unitarians
general ly are able to make it, is, that
they are not more approvers than
parties in such transactions ; but even
this will not be sufficient , since, (not
to mention that thev make no exer-
tions to remedy this case, nor to
notice Mr, Smith's declaration, that
as Christians, they have no further
toleration to wish for,) the charge of
cowardice cannot be got over whilst
they continue to provoke their fetter'd
antagonists-

I am sure that any man of a free
and generous spirit must scorn such
conduct when seen in this light,
which I 'till better informed, shall
continue to think the true one. I am,

Sir, Your obedient servant,
THOMAS.



kind, in which we are assured in the
most express terms of the resurrection
of the dead, and of a future state of
retribution 5 independently I say of
this revelation, there are many ap-
pearances in the present system which
seem strongly to countenance the hope
of futurity .

If we consider the powers of the hu-
man mind, and the situation and cir-
cumstances of man, we must clearly
perceive that his present limited sphere
of existence can never afford sufficient
exercise for th^se noble fa cullies of
mind which give him such a distin-
guished superiorit y over the lower or-
ders of creatures. Is it not then highly
reasonable to suppose that those pow ers
have been conferred on him in order
to qualify him for a much higher
sphere of action than is at present al-
lotted to him ? Of all the various
tribes of beings which inhabit this
lower world , man alone seems capa-
ble of becoming a subject of moral
discipline, and of being made ac-
quainted with the attributes, will
and perfections of his Creator ; and
does not this peculiar trait, this cha-
racteristic feature of the human mind,
strongly indicate some striking peculia-
rity in our ultimate destination ? All
other beings appear to answer the end
for which they were created; they attain
their utmost perfection in a short space
oftime. Man alone is in a state of
continual prog ression, without ever
being able to arrive at the summit.
Is it not then highly reasonable to
suppose that in some future period of
his existence, his faculties also shall
have room to expand themselves, and
that a degree of light and knowledge
shall be poured in upon him, suitable
to his exalted capacity ?

This argument will acquire a much
greater degree of force, if we consider
the case of those exalted characters
who, from a piiuciple of love to their
Creator, and of the purest benevo-
lence and goodwill to their fellow-
creaturt s, have devoted thei r time,
their talents and their property to
the promotion cf those objects which
they conceiv ed to be the most emi-
nently subserv ient to the welfare and
improvement of the whole human
race : and this, not only without the
least prospect of any remuneration in
the present state, but of ten at the ha-
zard of every thing dear to them in
i fe j  and have even encountered deat h

itself in its most horrid forms, rathe r
than commit the smallest deviation
from what they beliered to be the
will of their creator. In the case of
J esus Christ, of the Apostles and
primitive Christians, as well as of in-
numerable others of the best and wis-
est of men in all ages since, we see
such examples of disinterested piety,
virtue and benevolence, and -such
fearless sacrifices in the cause of truth
and integrity, as it seems impossible
to suppose can be intended to go with-
out an appropriate and distinguished
reward. And as we have seen in fact
that their portion here consisted of
little more than a life of suffering, ter-
minated in a violent and a painful death,
it seems perfectly agreeable to all our
ideas of the wisdom, justice and good-
ness of the Creator to suppose that at
some future period, they will not only
be restored to existence, but will be
placed in circumstances suited to their
distinguished excellence and merit.
For can we for a moment suppose
that the worthiest, the most amiable,
and the most truly valuable of human
characters were formed, only that they
might pass through this life, in a state
of the most extreme suffering, and
then to be for ever buried in ob-
livion , and no further noti ce taken of
those hi ghest instances of virtue
which would have reflected honour
011 superior beings ? The desire of
immortality has been evidently im-
planted in the human breast by the
Creator of all things ; is it not then
the highest refl ection both on his
wisdom and goodness to imagine that
he should have afforded such hopes
to the wisest and best of men only
in order to deceive them into acts of
virtue so exceedingly painful to them-
selves, and which in this case do not
appear to be of the least utility to the
world ?

That Almighty Being who at fi rst
called us into existence, who has
given us bodies fearfully and wonder*
fully made ; and who has adapted
every part of our frame with the most
consummate wisdom and the most
exquisite skill to the purposes for
which they were designed ; who has
bestowed on us powers of mind vr here-
by we are made capable of admiring
arid imitating his divine perfections;
this same almi ghty power, we cannot
doubt to be equally competent to re-
store the ejristej |€$? he at fuc»t be-
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stowed, at any time, and in any way,
which, to his infin ite wisdom shal l
seem fittes t and best ; and surel y it
is much more agree able to all our
natu ral ideas of the divine beni gnit y,
as well as wisdom , to suppose that
he will do so, than to imag ine that
after having traine d up his rational
offspr ing in habits of piety and vir-
tue , by the hopes of immortalit y
which he has imp lanted in them , he
should after ward s leave them to pe-
rish in the grave , and thei r memor y
to be blotted out from the creation.
The high er we advance in intellec-
tu al and moral attainments , the
stro nger in general is our desire of a
futu re existence beyond the grave ;
and this alone seems a very consider -
able argumen t in favou r of its realit y.
All the other pr opensities of our na-
ture have objects suited to their gra-
tifica tion ; we cannot then suppose
that " the noblest want which na-
ture knows to raise ," the most ex-
alted and anima ting hope that can
enter into the mind of man , that hope
which is the main spring of every
thin g great , good and amiable in
the human cha racter , and without
which we should be but ltttle supe-
rior to the bru te creation } we can -
not , I say, form the supposition that
this hope alone shoul d hav e been
destined by the Creato r of all thin gs
to perish in eternal oblivion*

The man y pleasing analog ies of a
future state which are furnished by
the contem plation of nat ure cannot
but be highl y grati fying to the serious
and contemp lati ve mind. The won-
derfu l chan ges which man y of the
insect tribe are destined to undergo :
from the stat e of a craw ling, grove-
ling reptile , intent upon nothing but
grati fying the sensua l appetite s, it
gradu al ly decays, sickens, and spins
itself a tomb , in which it wraps itself
up, and remains without the least ap-
pearan ce of motion or animation ; but
after a while it bursts the enclosure ,
and breaks forth with new life and
beaut y, with powers of action and
enjoyme nt unknown before ; andfrom
a crawlin g- reptile on the earth be-
come s a winged inhabitant of the air.
What a beautiful and strikin g emblem
does this afford of our own revival at
some futur e period ! The revivifyin g ef-
fect of spring both on the animal and
vegetable creation , afte r the tor por and
<U*th~like inactiv ity occasioned by the

winter 's cold, if not a direct argument ',
is sur el y calculated to suggest a hope
that such may be the case with respect
to ourselves. The warmth of the
spring no sooner ret urns , than we
beh old myria ds of livin g creatures
sta rt ing into acti vit y and enjoymen t,
which before lay motionless without
any appeara nce of life or sensation.
The tr ees which of late had the ap-
pearance of dry sticks of wood , now
put forth their leaves , are adorned
with blossoms a-nd loaded with fruit.
Plants and vegetables are every where
sprin ging up, of which perhaps a
short time before we could har dl y
have discovered the least traces. Can
we then behol d these glorious in-
stanc es of the divine wisdom and be-
nignity so striking ly disp layed in the
renovation of the lower orders of na-
ture , and not be tempted to exclaim
in the beautifu l and emphatic lan-
guage of an elegant poet ,
Shall I be left aban doned in the dust ,

When fate relentin g* lets the flowers re-
vive .?

Shall nature 's voice to man alone unj ust ,
Bid bim , tboug -h doomed to perish , hope

to live ?
Is it for this fair virtue oft must stri ve

With disappointment , penury and pai n ?—
No 3 Heaven 's immortal spr ing* shall yet

arr ive,
And man 's majest ic beaut y bloom attain ,

Bright thro * uV eternal year of love's tr i-
umphant re ign.

^ _

Mr. Ho llis on the Qualif ications of a Clergym an. 27

—¦̂ ^PB^—-

Sir , Newport, I sle of Wight,
In the memoirs of the generous

and independent Mr. Hollis, it is re-
lated that during his visit to Na-
ples in 1751 , having received infor-
mation from his steward , that one of
the livings in his gift was likel y to
become vacant , he took occasion to ex-
press his opinion respecting the qua -
lifications which every clergyman of
the Establishment should possess, in
ord er properl y to discharge the du-
ties required of him in the pastoral
office. These qualifi cations appearing
to me no less reasonable than neces-
sar y, I am induced to submit to you
an extract from one of Mr - Hollis 's
1 tters.

" Firs t, that his moral s be i rre-
proachable j secondl y, that he be oi
a mild and tractable disposition ;
third ly, that he be moderatel y learned ;
fourthl y, that he be undoubtedl y ;i
Whig in its most extensive sens«>that is,



an advocate for the civil and rel i gious
rights of mankind , without being ac-
tuated by the narrow views of a party ;
fifthly, that he should consider his
parish not only as a place that is to
procure such avr annual  income, but
asho as a place to which he owes a duty,
and that of the highest nature ; and
consequentl y, that he wil l do his ut-
most of himself, and not by any sub-
stitute, to introduce, maintain and
cherish in it, whatever is virtuous and
good ; sixthly, that as to his age, he
be neither old nor young ; as to his
person, that he be rather of an agree-
able aspect ; and that he has a clea r
an d sweet voice.

*' You know the living of 
is a year; this income, to
my idea, is a; sufficien t, nay, a hand-
some and ample provision for a cler-
gyman, and may, if I may so say,
command a good one.

This bein g;- the case, 1 shal l expect
of the person, whom I shall present ,
the following things : First, that he
resigns all other livings th at he may
have, and content himself with this
alone ; secondl y, that he shall reside
upon the living, and constantly serve
it himself, except in case of sickness ;
thirdly, that he shall promise before
his being presented, verbally upon
his honour, in the presence of some
people of character, and in writing
bv a letter to me, that if at any time
hereafter he shall choose to accept
any other living, sinecure, or church
preferment, in that case he will di-
rectly resign back the living of \

I will ventu re to give you one other
extract fro tn a letter written to Mr.
Hollis by one offering himself as a
candidate for the living before men -
tioned ; the sentiments it contains are
alike honourable to the patron and the
writer, and deserve a more general
diffusion.

July 31st, 1754.
" As I am sensible, Sir, it would he

the highest presumption in any one
to offer himself to you on such an oc-
casion, whose principles and notions
w ere such as you could not approve
of, I would beg leave, therefore, here
to decl are, that as to my political sen-
timents, I am an entire friend to the
liberties of my country, upon the
principles of the last happy Revolu-
tion j and do believe, that the exer-
cise of arbitrary and tyrannical power
in a state is an infringement of the

natural rights of mankind, and pro-
ductive of intolerable mischiefs and
inconveniences. And as to points of
rel igion, it is niy firm and settled
opinion , that every man has an un-
doubted right to thin k and judge for
himself, and ought to be tolerated in
that way*of worship which in his own
conscience he believes to be right ;
and 1 look upon a spirit of persecu-
tion on account of differences of opi-
nion in matters of religion, as odious,
inhuman and unchristian, and as ut-
terly unjustifiable upon any terms
whatever.

And whereas, Sir, I am informed
that the living of is of con-
siderable value, and may be deemed
a very fair and ample provision for
any one clergyman, without any ad-
ditional preferment ; and also that
the parish there, being of large ex-
tent, may well demand all the care
and application of any one man ; upon
these considerations I do think it my
d uty, and it is my sincere resolution^that if you shall vouchsafe to present
me thereto, immediately to quit the
living of , . . « . •  "which I now en-
joy, and that part of the cure of .
. . . . in which I am now engaged;
and to apply myself wholly and solely
to the care of the parish of . . . . . *,
and if at any time hereafter I should
think fit to accept of any other pre-
ferment that may offer, then upon the
same considerations immediately to
resign the living of , so that
another person may be presented to it.

It is, Sir, my fu rther resolution,
and I think it my duty, upon the mo-
tives aforesaid, if ever it shall happen
that I am settled in so large and ex-
tensive a cure as that of . . . • » „  #, to
keep a constant residence upon it,
and personally to attend the service
of the church therein as long as it
shall please God to enable me so to
do. And that I might be more ful ly
at liberty to attend so great a charge,
I would engage m yself in no other
offices or employments whatever,
whether ecclesiastical or civil ; nor in
any school whether in rny house or
elsewhere; nor in receiving any sort
of persons into my family as boarders,
or in any other way which might foe
thought in the least inconsistent with,
or an hinderance to the duties of my
function to which I should think it
my duty entirely to devote myself*"

I will only a<UL that on the deaUi
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Sir,
Dr. Chauncey, after some others

who went before him, has given us
hn inviting description of the new
heavens and the new earth, in which
the righteous will dwell , when they
shall have obtained the applauses of
their Judge, supposing- this habitation
to mean a renovated state of the
earth, assimilated to paradise. But,
why may we not here, look forward
to a new and more glorious world ?
We must presume that this present
world existed thousands of ages be-
fore it became a Chaos, from which
it was restored and fitted up as a re-
ceptacle for the posterity of Adam ,
and that in its former state, it was
the habitation of rational beings, who,
after having approved themselves the
devoted servants of God, and finished
their probationary course, were not
Annihilated, but translated to some
other world, more congenial to their
exalted characters, where they might
be advancing- in perfection and di g-
nity for ever. Wh y may not this be
the case, then, with all the upri g ht
children of men ? And , as each must
he exercised in contemp lating the
wonders of creation, arid he always
increasing in divine knowledge, who
can say, that the comets are not the
habitat ions of all such, which are so
admirabl y calculated, for animating
them with th is most sublime know-
edge, whilst: they are convey ing them
through millions of worlds ? These
thoughts rtiay possibly amuse your

more ingenious correspondents, and
produce from them some profound
disquisitions. I am,

Yours, &c.
W. H.

P. S. All your readers must have been
sensibly affected with the account of the
premature death of Mr. Buckniirister.
This account, though I do not by an y
means com pare tl i em together, brou ght
the great Crichton to my recollection,
who, when he sat for his decree and
the question was put to him, Quern
lib-ru nt p rof i teretur ? answered Quern
7ion ? And , after the professors had
tired him with every book which
they thou ght puzzling, to no sort of
purpose, at last put into his hands an
illegible book, on which he said, Tu
legito dotnine, et ego expona?n . But, the
sermons which I reported to you in one
of your former numbers, (ix. 401.) as
published at Boston almost three years
ago, were not written by Mr. B, but
were published by Mr. Freeman : some
of th em, I am persuaded, are his own,
though I am not authorized to say
that they all or the greatest part of
them are really his.

I have . been lately reading Dr.
Chauncey 's book on Universal Salva-
tion. I must confess his arguments to
be very ingenious, though 1 cannot
yet say, that I think he has altogether
proved his doctrine. His introduction ,
howev er, of the pre-existence and in-
carnat ion of Jesus Christ, have in-
volved him in g reat obscurit y.

I have also been reading an excel-
lent pamphlet on repe ntaneey by the
late Mr. Mole, and think that he has
proved his point, as far as he goes.
But, there are some difficulties , to
which he has not adverted. A rrnnu
for instance, may be influenced In
certain predominant passions, nutis!
that period of his life, when these
passions cease, and may suffe r so much
from refl ecting on what lie has done,
as to be trul y sorry that he had ever
transgressed. But, how can such a
one be accounted a true penitent, on
the .supposition that if his passions had
not forsaken him he would have pro-
ceeded in still indul ging them ? And,
hence the young should be tsiuglit to
practice all puri ty and goodness in
the prime of life, lest what they may
at last be led to consider as true peni-
tence , should be found to be no re-
pentance, but onl y a bodil y infirmit y
or decrepitude.

Dr. Chauncey on Universa l Salvation. qq

0f the incumbent, Mr. Hoilis pre
tented this gentleman to the living in
a most handsome manner.

Perhaps the following epitaph (ex-
tracted from Memoirs of Hollis, p.
784,) in honour of Al gernon Sidney,
may please some of the readers of
your Repository :•
<( Algernon Sidney fill s this tomb,
An atheist, for disclaiming Rome -y
A rebel bold, for striving- still
To keep the law above the will.
Crimes ! damned by Church government
Oh ! whither must his ghost be sent?
Of heaven it cannot but despair .
If holy Pope be turnkey there :
And hell will ne'er it entertain.
For there is all tyrannic rei gn.
Where goes it then ? Where 't ought to

go—
Where Pope nor Devil have to do.'r

Your's,
J. C.

_ -^^^M^b—



Fisher Street Red Lion Square,
Sir , Nov. 23, 1814.

HAVING appeared in your Re-
pository as a defender of the

doctrine of the pre-existence of Jesus
Christ, and having upon a furth er
in vestigation of the subj ect been in-
duced to change my mind , I think it
right , as a friend to truth and free
inquiry, to acknowledge thut 1 am
now convinced that 1 was mistaken
in my ideas on that subject, and as
to the meaning of those passages of
scripture by which I endeavoured to
support that doctrine.

There is no passage of scripture,
I believe, on which the advocates
for the Arian hypothesis lay more
stress than John xvii# 5. " And now
O Father glorify thou me with thine
ownself, with the glory which I had
-with thee before the world was."
On that passage, I myself have made
the following remarks, * " It is almost
impossible to conceive of any terms
by which the fact of his (Christ's)
pre-existence could be more full y as-
certained, than by those here used,
and it will surely require great critical
skill to explain the words so as to
set aside that idea.1' So I then
thought , but further reflection has
led me to think otherwise. It is true
our Lord prays to be glorified with
a glory which , he says, he had with
the Father befo re the world was ; but
the inquiry is whether Jesus Christ
by this expression meant to say that
he was then in the actual possession
of this glory ? That the glory for
¦wh ich our JLord here prays, was
actually bestowed upon him after his
resurrection , the scriptures expressl y
affirm . Peter tells the Jews that God
had glorified his son Jesus whom
they slew and hanged on a tree.
This glorification therefore, whether
we refer it to his person , which was
raised to a life of inco i ruption and in-
vested with glory, or to the honour
and dignity which was conferred
upon him , vvJicn he had a name
given him above every name, in
heaven and eart h , and all things sub-
jec ted to him, was the glorification of
a human being, of that man who
suffered the death of a malefactor 3
and it is also represented as the
reward of his obedience unto death ;

* Mon . llcpos. iii . 653.

as such he here prays for it, I
have glorifi ed thee on earth, and
now O Father, glorify me with thine
ownsel f. Because " he humbled him-
self and became obedient unto death!VJ X_s 4 M. I l l i  V^C +-* V- V^W, *A« ^—' V  ̂ *-' V-* ¦*-¦«-AX^ M *. V *-+ » -» «-V^ ^-» ^. •»• «s-B.Jt «

even the death of the cross, there-
fore God hath highly exalted
him." " Thou hast loved righte-
ousness and hated iniquity, therefore
God, even th y God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above
th y fellow-.11 Now a glory which
was the consequence of his resur-
rection and the reward of his obedi-
ence, could not be a glory which he
actually possessed before he entered
upon the performance of the work
which his father gave him to do, and
which he had before the world was.

If Jesus Christ, according to the
Trinitarian hypothesis pre-existed as
prope rly God, a divine person, ne-
cessarily possessing all the perfections
of deity, his glory as such must be
essential to his bein g, that glory
therefore he could neither be divest-
ed of nor pray for, nor can that be the
glory here intended .

If Jesus pre-existed as a super-
huma n being in a state of glory, the
glory which he here prays for and
which was conferred upon him in
answer to his prayer, could not be hi*
glory as such , because, as we have
seen, he was glorified not as a super-
human, hut as a human being, pro-
perly a man, who had suffered death,
a man raised up of the seed of David,
and made in all things like unto his
brethren of mankind , nor could his
glory as such be the reward of his
obedience and consequently not the
glory intended in this passage.

Agai n, if J esus Christ was properly
a man , as the scriptures always re-
present him to be, deriving his being,
as all other men derive their's, by a
natural descent from his parents, being
made of the seed of David, then he
coul d not have existed before he was
born into the world , and consequent-
ly could not have been in possession of
glovy before the foundation of the
world.

What then did our Lord mean
when he said of the glory for which
he prayed that he had it with his f ather
before the world was ? The expression
" with thee," may, it is true, mean
in the enjoyment of thy presence and
in a participation of thy glory: so our
Lord says, ch..xiii. 31, 32, anticipa-

30 Mr. Marsom on the Pre-existence of Jesus Christ.



ing his futu re glory, "Now is the
son of man glorified , and God is
glorified in him ; if God be glorified
in him, God shall also glorify him
in or with himself* and shall straight-
way glorify him.17 So the words,
" glorify thou me with thine ownself "
in the former clause of this passage,
must be understood \ but the latter
clause, " the glory which I had with
thee," does not necessarily carr y in
it that meaning, nor can it be so under-
stood if the glory he prays for was
that which was to be bestowed upon
him, as properl y one of the human
race, on account of his eminent piety
and obedience to the wiJl of God.
We may desire and pray to share
with others in their possessions, but
we do not usually say that we have
that with another which we have in
our own actual possession, and we
may have that with another of which.
we hare not, and cannot have the
present actual enjoyment. Thus an
heir may have the honours and pos-
sessions he is heir to with his f ather9
while at the same time he has not
the actual possession of either. So
the Apostle reasons. " The heir,
says he, though he be Lord of all9
while he is a child diifereth nothing*
from a servant, but is under tutors
and governors until the time ap-
pointed of the father." The -writer
to ths Hebrews encourages those
Christians to take joy full y the spoil -
ing of their goods, " knowing, says
he, that ye have, (not in p ossession,
but) in heaven, a better and enduring
substance." And the elder son in the
parable of the prodigal, had, as the
father tells him, all that he possessed.
"All that I have is thine,V yet, at
the same time, he had not in actual
possession, or at his own disposal so
much as a kid to make merry with
his friends. But he had the whole
of the inheritance, (though not in
his actual possession,) with his father.
Thus the unborn children of a man
possessed of riches and honou rs, whil e
they have no existence, may be said
to have with their f ather those riches
and honours, and when born and
grown up to maturit y may claim the
possession of them as what they had
long before with him. This is no
uncommon case, for inheritances lire
frequentl y settled upon persons and
their future heirs for ever.

Now apply this . reasoning to (h <

case before us. It is said of Jesus
Christ that ct He was verily fore-or-
dained before the foundation of the
world, but was man ifested," say s
Peter, " in these last times for you,
who by him do believe in God , who
raised him from the dead and gave
him glory." Now to what was he
fore-ordained but to that glory which
God conferred upon him when he
had raised him from the dead ? An-
other writer tells us that God ap-
pointed his son heir of all things,
and Paul speaking of him as the heir
of God, eminently so, says that w«
are heirs of God and joint-heirs with
him. To this glory was Jesus to be
advanced by a course of obedience
and sufferings, and therefore having
finished the work which his father
had given him to do, and being just
about entering on his last sufferings,
he prays to be glorified with his
father, that , is to be put into the
actual possession of that glory of
which he was the ap pointed heir, to
which he was fore- ordained and which,
as such, he had with the f ather before
the world was ; and therefore he say s
to two of his disciples after his resur-
rection, " Ou ht not Christ to have
suffered these things, and to enter
into his glory ?"

These observations, Sir, I submit
to you as a more natural and rational
interpretion of these words of our
Lord , in his address to his father,
than that which is generall y given
of them on the Arian scheme.

Yours, &c.
JOHN MARSOM.

Ancient Versions of the Scrip tures f rom the Pro legomena of Walt ori & Polyglot t. 31

Sir , Dec. 15 , 1814.
The following account of ancient

versions of the scriptures is extracted
f rom the Prolegomena of Walton s Po-
ly glott, and if you think it wil l  be of
use to your readers, is very much at
your service.

PHILO-B1BL1CUS.
VERSIONS.

I. The first, arid most ancient of all ,
is that noble one of the Seventy-two
ciders, which was translated from the
Hebrew into the (II reek language,
under Ptolemy Philadel phia, two hun-
dred and seventv-seven years before
Chri st. Some say there was another
made before this, and that, either the
whole scripture was not translated
(but the IVntatouch onl y) by the Se-
venty, or that that version perished.



II. The second is the Samaritan.
This version appears to have been
made, at least, before the time of our
Lord. John Morinus makes it more
ancient than the Greek, viz. the time
of Esdras.

III. The third is the Chaldee Pa-
raphrase, which was made by various
4tuthors, and at different times. Onkelos
translated the law about the time of
Christ. Jonath an-Ben-Uzziel, a dis-
ciple of the celebrated Hillell, (con-
cerning whom the Talmudists have
some wonderful traditions,) translated
the former and latter prophets. He
lived about thirty years before Christ.
Another para phrase is ascribed to him
of the Pentateuch, but this may be
proved to be the work of a much later
author.

IV. There is a tradition in the East,
that the Syriac of the Old Testament
as wel l as the New, was made not
long after the times of the apostles,
and arguments are not wanting to
prove this. It is publicl y read in the
churches through the East. It fol-
lows principally the Hebrew text,
from which the version of the Old
Testament was made.

V. The fi fth is the Ethiopic of- the
whole scripture, which is much more
ancient than Joseph Scaliger thinks.
It is mentioned by Chrysostom. It
follows, for the most part, the Greek
in the Old Testament, and agrees
pretty much with the Vul gate in the
New.

VI. An Armenian Version of the
whole scriptu re is extant, as I hav e
been informed by eye-witnesses. I
have the A rmenian four gospels, but
so obliterated in man y places that,
without the assistance of another copy,
they could not be engraven on types.
Most affirm that it was made by Chry-
sostom

VII. Origen arranged the Creek
Versions of A quila, Theodotion and
Symmachus in his Tctrapla and Hex-
apla, and to them added a fi fth and
sixth with the Hebrew text, whence
he called these volumes Octapla.
Aquila, who revolted to the Jews,
made his about Anno Christi, 130.
Theodotion , a proselyte, becoming an
apostate, fi rst a Marcionitc, afterwards
a Jew, made his about Anno Christ i ,
18O- Symmachus, a proselyt e also,
edited his in the reign of S events,
about Anno Christi 200.

VIJI. The Coptic or Egyptian, as

Sir,

I 
WAS glad to see announced in
your last number, that the con-

troversy on future punishments was
closed, and that the popular doctrine
of atonement was to be brought under
discussion. I could have wished in-
deed, that it had been simply the doc-
t rine of atonement, and that the ques-
tion had been confined solely to our-
selves, who are Unita rians- For, if
we enter into the popular doctrine* a
vast field of controversy is open on a
variety of unimportant points, which
are all set aside by the conviction in
our own minds, that there is only one
God, the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Of course, as we deny
1hat Jesus is other than a man , in
the highest degree favoured by
God and raised to a name above every
name, we cannot enter into the me-
taph ysical arguments on sin , of the
necessity of an infinite Mediator, and
similar points, by which the mind is
led away from scripture to vain and
frivolous disputes on the idle traditions
of men. But the question of atone-
ment itself is of a far more important
nature, and according to the opinions
entertained of it, will be the respect
and reverence paid to our Saviour.
I have found in the writings of several
Unitarians, and the conversations of
others, that I differ very materially
fro m them in my view of our Saviour's
character. Whilst they consider him
merely as a teacher sent from God,
mighty in word and deed, I look upon
him as my Saviour, as one through
whom the Creator bestows the great-
est of gifts to the human race- He is
not to me therefore merely the pointer
out of immortal life to his followers,
but the indispensable medium, by
which we enter into eternity. I need
not say with wFiat terms of gra-
titude such a benefactor must be hail-
ed by every one who looks up to the
head of our com in unity, the first-born
from the dead, the Saviour and Re-
deemer of mankind , in the light 1 do.
The language of St. Paul wil l not ap-
pear to us too glowing, nor are any
metaphors too strong to us, who be-

52 Mr. Freu d on the 'Atonement.

Athanasius conjectures, was made
about the time of the council of Nice.

P. S. There is an error , Mon. Rep.
Vol. ix. p, 597. in the minute of
Astley Meanley 's death . He died in
June and not in March -



Iteve, that the garm ents of the holy
ones will be made whit e in the blood
of the Lam b. We can enter into the
spirit of all these figur ative allusion s,
without in the least trenching - on the
distin ction between him, who was
made unto us sanctific ation , and the
great Fat her of him and of us, who
thus condescen ded to make him the
instrum ent of our atonement. I here
use the word atone ment , since it is the
English term in the vul gar tr anslation
f or y to i lxX XoL yf }  ; the more appropriate
ter m being reconciliation , which is in
fact the term used in other places .
Whe n I pro fess then my sincere belief
in the atonement , let it be understood ,
that I do not involve any thin g in that
term , which is not comprehen ded by
St. Paul in the term xo tf ocWcty r), or
reconci liation ; and on this I shall be
glad to see a better union among Uni-
tarian Christians. I need not say ,
that the inquiry into this interesting -
top ic may be conducted in the spirit
of brotherl y love ; and if I might be
permitted to advise , I would recom-
mend , that no appeal should be mad e
to any other authority than that of the
scriptures. The opinion of writers ,
living or dead, may be adopted ; but
if it is introduced , there is dan ger of
it sleadin g- into endless controver sy :
whereas , if wa kaep closely to the
scripture s, our minds will be enlar ged,
and whatever mistaken views any of
us may have entertained , they are most
likely to be recti fied when they are
weighed in the balanc e of the sanc-
tuar y. I remain , Sir,

Vour constant Reader ,
W. FR END.

Messrs * Frend and Je vaits on Af onem enf .  §3

{Chap ter Caff ee-hoii&e , Jan. 7, 1815.
Sir ,

IN y our Repositor y for September
last , (ix. 55&. ) a Corr espondent

who calls himself " A Friend to Jus -
tice, Truth and Can dour ," extra cts a
note from Storcr 's " Gra phical and
H istorical Descri ption of the Cathe-
drals of Gr eat Britain ,'* which either
he or you cite as an instance of *c blun -
dering bigotry ." A s a  liberal Chris-
tian I was inclined to acquiesce in the
propriet y of this chara cter , especiall y
as you, Sir , expressed your approvi ng
wish for more of this ingenious cor-
respondent' s communicati ons. But
one of the most decided Trinita rian s
eagerl y seized this, to him pro pitious,
opportunit y of shewing what he call ^
ed the " bigotry and intolera nt il-
liberal ity of the professors of reform ed
Christianit y." ilis arguments were
so clear and unans werable , that I was
induced to read Stor er's work alluded
to, and consequentl y to address to you
this note, that your corres pondent
might not again fall into the vul gar
error of decidin g on men's motives
mere ly from their opinions. This
champ ion of the established faith in-
vestigated your correspond ent 's letter
paragrap h by paragrap h, and obser-
ved , ¦ " Now-, Sir , it so happens that
(althou gh the abl e writer is himself an
Unitarian) the main obj ect of J ones's
Ecclesiastical Re searches (published m
1812) is not to demolish that Gothic and
barbarous system of Christianit y mis-
called orthodox y,1 'but to pro ve,as justl y
stat ed in the note cited in your Reposi to-
ry, that J oscphus and Philo were apolo-
gists of Christianit y. It is true ,however ,
that the " Sequel to the Ecclesiasti cal
Resear ches,"publ ished nearl y two years
later , and either since or about the
same per iod th at the (5th numbe r of

Sir , JBanbur y, Jan . 2d , 1815.

1 
PERCE IVE that your thou ghts
have been , and will , for a time, be

much turned to the scripture doctrine
of aton ement. It appears to me very
desirable -that some person should give
us a simple view of that subject , de-
void of all rnanner of controversy.

All persons who read thei r Bible
dust see that much is said about it
both in the Old Testament and the
New. The question then is, What
is it y '' .

If we att empt to explain it all away,
or make what is said of our Lord 's
death, in relation to it, a mere shadow ,
and the shadow of a shade ; and do
*<*t give the public something deter-
^"ate ^substantia l, that tkey can fix

and rest thei r thoughts upon, 1 aitf
very much inclined -to thin k that they
will continue to \ iew th e subject in
the manner they now do and have
long done.

N othi n g, not a word of a cont ro-
versial natur e should be said in it ,
concernin g the person of our Lord ,
&c. that the reader 's mind may
not , on that account , be prejudiced
against it. Some writers , by attempt -
ing too much , effect little or nothing .
They forget , hast en slowly.

I am, <kc. *
J. JEVAN S.

vol, x. r



Storer's Cathedrals appeared, has this
objeet. Now, Sir, this «« Friend of Jus-
tice, Truth and Candour" himself actu-
ally commits the very blunder which he
erroneously and very uncandidly attri-
butes to the orthodox writer ; for he
confounds the object of two works pub-
lished at very d ifferent periods, which
are very dissimilar, and support dis-
tinct paradoxes, although the inquiries
in the one may have facilitated those
in the other. A gain, your " Friend of
Truth ," &c. roundly asserts "it is im-
possible that the writer of the note
should have read Mr, Jones's book."
This is an assertion certainly as bold, as
dogmatical, egotistical and gratuitous,
as any ever made by the most fana-
tical Methodist, or the most ferocious
champion of election and reprobation.
Had your correspondent, Sir, shewn
only half as much candour and Christian
toleration as he has done blind zeal
and vulgar dogmatism, he would have
logicall y concluded , that the writer of
the note was liberally willing to avail
himself of every effo rt to support Chris-
tianity, whilst he with no less caution
took care to guard against the adop-
tion or implied reception of any sen-
timent which according to his mode
of thiirking was of a heterodox na-
ture. If the Unitarians thus seek to
stigmatize every writer who presumes
to tliink for himself, and to follow his
own opinions, however contrary to
thei rs, then what are they better 01*
more tolerant in this respect than the
Papists ? If the dogmas of Unitarian-
ism be as infallible as those of Popery,
if the one must be obeyed or received
as well as the other, and if all Trini-
tarians are to be deemed knaves or
fools, as all disbelievers in Popecraft
are considered heretics, then what has
•ociety gained ? what have liberality
and toleration to boast of by the Uni-
tarian reform > Alas ! poor Candour,
how hardly art thou dealt with by
both professed friends and enemies ?
Truly, ^ir , I feel ashamed of such a
professed friend , but real enemy, to
" Justice, Truth and Candour/' He
adds, " had the writer read only the
preface with as much sound judgment
;is orthodoxy, he would have known
his man better," Where is the proof
that he did not " know Ilia man/' as it
is vulgarly expressed ? He candidly
admits the talents and learning of
Mr. Jones, at the same iinte he ex-
presses his gerterous> liber al, and I

must say, truly Christian hope, that his
fancy may not prevail ovei* hi* judge-
ment, that he may not be misled «* by
every wind of false doctrine," and
that he may not persist in what the
orthodox note-writer supposes ttf be
heterodox notions. Surely, Sir, the
laconic expression of such sentiments
and feelings can neither be " blunder-
ing bigotry,7* uncandid, illiberal not
unworthy selfishness. Mr. Jones hafc
repeatedly in the Ecclesiastical Re-
searches exposed the errors of Dr.
Priestley, who wished to be considered
the apostle of modern Unitariamfem w
As to the epithet, ** puerilities of Uiii-
tarianism," I leave it where I found
it. I wish mankind had no errors but
those merely puerile. Yet 1 must ofr*
serve, and l do it with regret, for poor
human weakness, that tfcrisr writer's
sneer at bells, &c. is an example, even
in the pages of the Mon. Repos. In th«
present state of society all poor men
and women can not-have watches; pub-
lic worship also is a little older than
this invention for measuring time; and
as there are to be nochurchesei? houses
of worship with bells, andrcensequefttly
with clocks, how are the poo? to krtow
the hour of public meetk*g? Is it
enmity to the arts that would exclude
bells and clocks ? or is it to imitate
more closely the Mohammedans* in
order to have a person sit on a high
tower to ea& the time ? The Unitar-
ians are, I hope, as attentive to public
worship as other Christians; they
have also f ixed hours for it* ami a* to
" forms of prayed ' the chiefs of them
read all their prayer* as fotf nally as if
they were printed. The scoff there-
fore at the very convenient use of
bells is 'puerile and unphilosophical -9
the professed rejection of all forms
being inconsistent and impr acticab le*But the most flagrant instance of
vulgar bigotry is your " candid cor-
respondent's'* assigning causes and
ascribing motives to others merely from
his own feelings. From time imme-
morial, merciless bigots, intolerant and
unchristian dogmatists, men of fire and
faggot, who would burn their neigh-
bour for the glory of God* have uni-
formly attributed their owninotives to
all other persona who differed from
them in opinions This hafcr be£» the
grand besetting sin of all professing
Christians, and infidele htiw6 too troly
observed, that <* all deefa and denomi-
nation© p ersecute whenever it is in

34 Passag e in Stover's Cathedrals on Unitarians.



their pow$r j" " ***d so a^
so do the

philQSophipal,a«i4 rational Un itar ians,''
triu mphantly exclaimed my orthodox
antagonist. Because the ortho dox
note-wr iter pare nthetically mentioned
Unitaria nism in the same paragrap h
with the name of Gibbo n, it is candidly
concluded that " this can ari se only
frqm one of three causes—want of cha-
r#y.«_or of Juiowledge~or of hones -
ty/ Of which will the writer of
the note make his choice ?'* [ix.]
554. Here, Sir, is an example of
the most intolerant , unoandid and il-
liber al bigotry that ^ver existed ; it is
the more odious that it is found in an
arow«d friend to liberal sentiment and
Chr istian charity, and cannot be sur -
passqd by any thing in the Evan-
gelical, Oirth^dQjc, Catholic or Anti -
jacqbift Mag azmes* To declare that a
writer must be a bigot, an ignoramu s
or & fenavje, on no other grounds than
the frank and man ly expr ession of his
real sentiments , or a simple allusion to
a pa rticular hypothesise might per haps
be tolerable in the dar k ages or in the
tribunals of the Inquisition; but in
the present , it is trul y deplorabl e. * * If
this be the practi ce,"rhe continued," of
modern Unitari ans, they may have
chapged names, but certa inly not prin-
ciples ; ti$ tf od g iSoe <p vyoL$ wvy via)
iailov &pvys9 or as Seneca observed ,
Sequitur seipsum et urget gravissimus
conies; and whateve r they may call
themselves, they ar e still practica lly Pa-
pists, Calvinists or dogmatists , and inas-
much as they profess but do not practice
liberality, hypocri tes." It is indeed
stra nge that any man possessing the
least knowledge of the human mind
should ever consider mere opinions as
virt ues or vices, and found a general
chara cter on what may be as trans itory
as the morning dreams. A man may
be a Unitarian - to-day and a Trinitaria n
to-morro w, ov vice versa, without any
change in his moral character , provi-
ded that merel y his motive is the love
of tr uth to the best of his knowled ge.

Finally, Sir ,*' Your correspondent ,"
remark s my orthodox critic , " evin-
ces a very imperfect acquai nta nce
with the Scriptures ;" he gravel y says,
*' We Unitarians are , in one respect,
in the situation of Esau . The hand of
•ver y man is against us, and our hand
*« against every man :*1 Perhaps this
" Fri end of Truth" meant Lshmael,
whose " hand will be aratnrt e,very

man , and every man 's hand against
him." Gen. xvi. 12* " Biit," he
punning ly concluded , " the Unitar ians
are veril y like Esau, they have sold
thei r birthri ght f or a mess of pot -
tage I"

Such, Sir, are the remarks which
have been repeatedl y made to me, a
pr ofessed and decided friend to liberal
sentim ent, candour and Christian
charit y in speaking of our neighbours ,
respecting the communi cation in ques -
tion ; and I hav e no doubt that you
will prove your superior liberalit y by
giving them a place in the M od. Rep.
as a cautio n to others , an d as a p roof
that you are not so bigoted and in-
tolerant as to refuse insertion to a»y
temperate observations which persons
of differ ent sentiments may make on
the contents of your pages.

Another " Friend of Justice , Trut h
and Candour ," and

A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN.

Na tura l Theology, No. 7. S5

Natura l Theo logy. No . J .
Sir ,

AS I presume it was never the in-
tention of the projector of the

Month ly Repository , nor the wish of
the general ity of its readers , that all its
pages should be devoted to theolog ical
controver sy and Scri ptural crit icism,
however importa nt thes e subjects may
be in themselves, an d n ecessar y to the
elucidation of a ra tional system of re-
ligion , I shall , if consistent wit h th#
plan of your work , commence a series
of papers on a topic that is alway s in-
teresting to youn g pers ons, and which
may afford matter for useful and se-
rious reflection to those rurther ad-
vanced in lif e, who, perha ps, may,
from circumstances not necessary to
be enumerate d, have hitherto paid
little or almost no attent ion to t he
wisdom an d contr ivance displayed in
the works of the Almi ghty. '

Those who a re acquainted with the
subject of N atural Theology will not
expect original ity , much lens will
they look for discovery . For person s
of this class these pape rs nre not in-
tended : they hope to claim the atten -
tion ari d excite the inte rest of those
readers on ly who would be glad to
in vestigate the wonders of creation ,
without possessing the means of do-
ing so.

It has been observed , that tfye great
d isadvantage tfTthe subject m its ex-



treme simplicity, and the vast multi-
plicifj ^ of obvious and decisive evi-
dences that may every where be found
for its illustration. "The great book
of the universe lies open to all mankind,
and he who cannot read in it the name
and the titles of its Author, will pro-
bably derive but little benefit from
the labours of any commentator :
their instructions may elucidate a few
dark passages, and exalt our admira-
tion of many that we already perceive
to be beautifu l ; but the bulk of the
volume is legible without assistance :
and much as we may find out by
study and meditation , it will still be as
nothing in comparison with what is
forced upon our apprehen sion."

No person accustomed to reason, or
even but slightly reflect upon what he
is ever\7 dav the witness of, can pos-
sibly doubt that there are abundant
marks of design in the universe : and
any enumeration of the instances in
which this design is manifest, appears
at first sight unnecessary. It is how-
ever a fact that cannot be disputed ,
that all persons do not reason fro m
nor reflect upon even the plainest
marks of wisdom and benevolence
exhibited in the creation. It is true
that a single example might be as con-
clusive with regard to the contrivance
manifested in the world as a thousand ;
and he who could not di scover the
most evident marks of wise design in
the formation of an eye or an ear, did
he perfectly understand the structure
of these organs, would be deaf to any
arguments offered to his mind to prove
the existen ce of a wise, a benevolent
and designing fi rst cause.

The ancient sceptics had nothing to
set up against a designing Deity, but
the doctrine of Chance and the com-
bination of a chaos of atoms in endless
motion. The task of their opponents
therefore was not at all difficult : they
appealed at once to the order and sym-
metry that pervaded the whole of
nature, and to the regularit y and inagr
nificence of the structure of the uni-
verse. The phenomena of the heavens,
in particular, appear to have arrested
their attention, and the magnitude and
uniformity of the planetary motions
afforded in their estimation , a suffici-
ent p roof not only of Divine power,
but intelligence also.

To modern sceptics the exclamation
of Dr. Beattie, from his Elements of
Moral Science, may be fitly addressed :

" The man who should suppose a
large city consisting of a thousand pa-
laces, all finished in the minutest parts
and furn ished with the greatest eJe-
gance and variety of ornament, and
with all sorts of books, pictures and
statues executed in the most ingenious
manner, to have been produced by
the accidental blowing of winds and
rolling of sands would justly be ac-
counted irrational, but to suppose the
universe, or our solar system, or this
earth/' or even the human fram e, " to
be a work of undesigning chance, is
an absurdity incomparably greater."

Astronomy and anatomy are indeed
the studies which present us with the
most striking- view of the two greatest
attributes of the Supreme Being. The
first of these fills the mind with the
idea of his immensity, m the largeness,
distances and number of the heavenly
bodies, the last, which we mean to
form the first part of our arrangement
astonishes with the intelligence ancj .
art in the variety and delicacy of ani-
mal mechanism.

The human body has been repre-
sented under the name of " M icrocos-
mus," as if it did . not differ so much
fro m the universal system of mature,
in the symmetry and number of its
parts, as in their size. Galen's ex-
cellent treatise on the use of those
parts> entitled " De usu Partium Cor-
poris humani ;" and which was writ-
ten in ihe second century of the
Christian era, was composed as a
sort of prose hymn to the Creator,
and it abounds with the most irresis-
tible proofs of a supreme cause and
overruling providence : and Cieero,
who flourished two centuries and a
half prior to Galen dwells more on
the structure and economy of animals,
than on all the other productions of
nature, when he wishes to demonstrate
the existence of the Gods from the
order and beauty of the universe. It
is not, however, my intention to car-
ry the reader back to the works of
the ancients : amon g the moderns we
have the subject amply and feelingly
discussed, by persons who have con-
sidered (he structure and functions of
animals with direct reference to the
disp lay of the perfections of the Crea-
tor ; such, in man y instances has bee n
the object of a Ray, a ]>erhaui, ari d
a Paley, to whose volumes we shall
have frequeat occasion to recur, ancj
of whose labou r  ̂ we shall , without
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scruple, avail ourselves whenever the
nature of our subject requires such
aid.

No one, it might be readily ima-
gined , if facts rlid not exist to con-
tradict the theorv, could understand
and reflect u pon the thousand evi-
dent proofs of the astonishing- wisdom
and d esign of the Creator in forming
and sustaining an animal body such
as ours, without feeling a pious and
almost ^nthusiaslic glow of gratitude
toward its nuthor Miid supporter.

" It has been said ,1' says Dr. Paley,
" that a man cannot lift his hand
to his head without finding enough
to convince him of the existence of a
God : and it is well said, for he has
onl y to refl ect, familiar as the action
is, and simple as it seems to be, how
many things are requisite for the per-
forming of it : howraany things which
we understand, to say nothing of ma-
ny more, probably, which we do riot;
Tiz. fi rst, a long, hard , strong cy lin-
der to give to the arm its fi rmness
and tension, but which being rigid ,
and in its substance inflexi ble, can
only turn upon joints. Secondly,
there are joints for this purpose, one
at the shoulder to raise the arm, ano-
ther at the elbow to bend it: th ese
are continually fed with a soft muci-
lage, to make the parts slide easily
upon one an other, and they are hold-
en together by strong braces, to keep
them in thei r position ; then thi rdly,
strings and wires, i. e. muscles and
tendons artificiall y inserted for the
purpose of drawing the bones in the
directions in which the joints allow
them to move. H itherto, we seem
to understand the mechanism pretty
well, and understanding this, we pos-
sess enough for our conclusion : ne-
vertheless we have hitherto only a
machine standing still : a dead orga-
nization—an apparatus. To put the
system in a state of activity : to set
it at work, a further provision is ne-
cessary , viz. a communication with
the brain by means of nerves. We
know the ex istence of this conimtmi-
cation, becau se wre can sec the com-
wmnicating thread s, and can t race
tiiem to the brain : its necessit y we
all know, because if the thread be
cut , if the communication bo inter -
cepted, tile muscle becomes paralytic :
but beyond this we know little ; the
organization being- too minute and
subtle for our inspection.

" To what has been enumerated, »
officiating* in the single act of a[-man 9$
raising his hand to his head, must be
added likewise all that is necessary,
and all that contributes to the growth,
nourishment and sustentation of the
limb ; the repair of its waste, the pre-
servation of its health : such as the
circulation of the blood through every
part of it: its lymphatics? exhalants,
absorbents : its excretions and inte-
guments. All these share in the re-
sult ; j oin in the effect ; and how all
these, or any of them come together
without a designing, disposing intelli-
gence, it is impossible to conceive.'1

But our more immediate abject is
with the fi ve senses which are com-
mon to all animals, viz. seeing, hear -
ing9 smelli ng, tasting and f eeling ', and
the organs which minister to these
senses, together with the exact ac-
commodation of those senses, and
their organs, to the state and make of
the different genera of animals. The
consideration of these particulars, if
there were no oth er demonstrations
of the existence of a Supreme Being",
would be abundantly sufficient to
evince the wisdom, power and good-
ness of the Creator. For suppose the
existence of an animal endowed with
the powers of moving from place ta
place ; to what purpose would those
powers be applied without the advan-
tage of sight. He could not stir at
step, nor move a single limb without
the apprehension and risk of dan^
ger. As without sight he could not
tell where to find, or how to ob-
tain the food necessary for his suste-
nance ; so without the senses of smell
and taste , he could not distinguish
the substances that are, and are not
adapted for his nourishment, and dis-
cern between the wholesome and un-
wholesome. How, without the sense
of hearing could he discern man y dan-
gers that are at a distance, understand
the inind of others and perceive tke
harmonious sounds of music. Finally*
without the sen.se of feeling how could
man or other animals distinguish plen*
sure from pain, health from sickness,
and of course be able to preserve the
bod y sound and healthful. In the
senses, therefore, which are common
to all ani mals, we have such a dis-
play of the wisdom and benevol^npe
of a Creator, as may challenge oar
admiration , which will be rendered
much more striking when we cotne
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Book-Worm. No. X VII.
Sir , Ja n. ], 1815-

A 
WORK upon whatever subject
could scarcel y fail to attract cu-

riosity , if written in our language by
a foreigner who had become a classic
in his own. Such is the following
publication :

"An Essay upon the Civil Wars of
France , extracted from curious manu-
scripts, and also upon the Epic Poe-
try of the European Nations from Ho-
mer down to Milton . By M. de Vol-
tai re, Author of the Henriade. The
Second Edition, corrected by himself.
London : printed for N. Prevost and
Comp . at the Ship, over against
Southamp ton -Street , in the Strand.
17£8. Price,stitched , Is. 6d." Pp. 130.

It is well known from the biogra-
phies of Voltai re that he came into
this count ry in 1726, at the age of
thirty-two , for the pur pose of pub-
lishing in its finished form, his cele-
brated Epic, parts of which had been
printed at London in 1723, und er the
tit le of The League ; and it cannot
fail to be related in future histories of
poetry as a cur ious coincidence th at
the Henriade and Charl emagne both
made thei r fi rst appearance from the
"Englis h press. According to memoirs
attributed to Voltaire , an d trans lated
in the Annual Register for 1777,
(p. 34) " George the Fir st* and more
particularl y the Pri ncess of Wales, af-
terwar ds Queen of Eng land , r aised
an immense subscri ption ibr him."
The king died at Osnaburg, in 1727,
during Volta ire 1 s stay in England. To
the young Queen he presented the
Henriade, with an English dedica*
cation which is prefixe d to the Poem
in his wor k s (x, 19). The author also
testified his gratitude for English par
tron age by intro ducing in hk$ first
<?anto a panegyr ic on our threefold
form ofirovernme nt, conclud ing with

these lines, to which I subjoin a literal
translation .
Heu reux lorsque le peup le, instruit duns

' son devoir.
H espec te 7 autant qu il doit ) le souvera in

pouvoir !
J*lus heureuoc lorsqu? un roi  ̂ doux  ̂ juste

et politi que 9
Respecte , auta nt qif il doit , la libert t

picblique.
Happy the peop le, to their dut ies true ,
That pay the soverei gn power alleg iance

due 5
Ha ppier if just , wise, good, a Kin g de~

clare
The public liberty, his duteous care .

It is not very creditabl e to the lite-
rar y research of Voltaire 's French or
English Biogra phers , that none of
them mention this Essay, thoug h
it is incidentall y noticed by Ruffhead ,
in his JLife of Pope, 1769, on intro -
ducin g a short English letter from
Voltaire to the Bard of Twickenham ,
whom he compliments for havin g^dres -
sed Homer so becomingly in aa Eng-
lish coat." Mr. Hay ley also quote s
the Essay in his Milton, 2d E«J * p. 248,
as " a work which, though written
under such disadvanta ge, possesses
the peculiar vivacity of thi s extraor -
dinary writer, an,d is indeed so cur ious
a specimen of his versatile talents , that
it ought to have found a place in that
signal monument to the name of Vol-
taire , the edition of his workp in
ninety-tw o volumes. 11 The following
is the author 's own account :

" Advertisem ent to the Reader.
" It has the appeara nce of too great

a presu mption in a trav eller, who hath
been but eighteen months in Eng land ,
to attem pt to write in a language ,
which he cannot pronounce at all,
and which he hardl y understands in
conversation. But 1 have done what
we do every day at school , where we
write Lat in and Greek , tho ugh surel y
we pronounce them both very pitifully,
and should understand neither ofthena
if they were uttered to us with the
ri ght Roman or Greek pronun ciation.
1 look upon the Eng lish langu age -a*
a learne d one, which deserves to be
t he object of our applicatio n in F rance ,
as the Fre nch tongue is thought a kind
of accomplishment in Engl an d.

** As to this pre sent Essay* it is in-
tended as a kind of Preface or Intro-
duction to the Henriade * which jw *|J-
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to partic ulars , and point out in a clear
and distinct manne r the provisions
which hav e been made for the due
exercise of each of them.

If , Sir , you jud ge the foregoing
observations worth y a place in the
Monthl y Repository, I will in the fol-
lowing num ber give some account of
the eye as the organ of vision, and am.

Your sincere well-wisher ,
Y.



motft entire ly pr inted , nothing being
wanting but the printing of the cuts,
which I must recommend here as par-
ticular master-p ieces of art in their
kind : 'tis the only beaut y in the book
that I can answer for."

It is worth y of remar k, that Voltaire
valued and ret ained till his deat h, a rea-
dy use of the English language, thou gh
the accomplished Mrs. Mont ague , in
her Essay, 1769 (p. 214) charged him,
not very correct ly, with having " de-
pended enti rely on the assistance of
a Dictionary ,7' to trans late Sha kes-
pe are. Voltaire 's inclination to the
English language , and read y use of it,
he discovered on being int roduced to
Frankl in, who in 1778, was ambassa-
dor at Paris, from the Unite d States,
The anecd ote is thus related in An.
Reg. 1778. p. &.

" Having a great desire to be ac-
quainted with Dr . Fra nklin , this ce-
lebrated Ameri can was intro duced to
him- Voltaire accosted and conversed
with him some time in English, till
Madam Denis [his niece] interrupted
him by saying, that Dr. Fran klin un-
derstood French , and the rest of the
company wished to know the subject
of their discourse. * Excuse me, my
dfcar ,' rep lied Voltaire , * I have the
vanit y to shew, that I am not unac-
quainte d with the language of a Frank -
lin.'

In the fi rst part of this publication ,
u The History of the Civil Wars of
Fran ce ;" there are mare passages
worth y of being quote d than I can
crowd into this paper. I will select
a few as the y occur. Of Henry 's
childhood , Voltaire remarks , " He
was not broug ht up like a prince in
tha t effeminate pride which enervates
the body, weakens the understanding
and hard ens the heart. His food was
coarse, his clothes plain ; he went al-
ways bar e-headed , was sent to school
with the young companions of his
age, climbed up with them among
rocks and woods to the tops of the
neighbouring mountains , accor ding to
the custom of that countr y and of
those times. He was thus bre d up
with his subjects in a sort of equality ,
without which a prince is too apt to
forget he is born a man," Pp. 3, 4*c* Mary Stuatf y Queen of Scotl and / '
is describ ed as one " whom her beau-
ty and Weakness led into great faults ,
greater miseries , and at last to a dread-
fid death .1' She is said to have go-

verne d entire ly her young husband
Fra ncis, a boy of eighteen , without
vice and without virtu e, born with an
infirm body and a weak mind .11 P. 5,

Of the French Protestants Voltaire
says, " Ihe superstition , the dull,
ignorant knaver y of the Monks, the
over- grown power of Rome, men 's
passion for novelty, the ambition of
Luther and Calvin , the policy of ma-
ny princes ; all these had given rise1
and countenance to this sect, free in-
deed from superst ition, but running
as headlong towar ds anarc hy as the
Church of Rome towards tyranny. "
He add s, that *' the Protestants h^ul
been unmercifull y persecuted in
France jn yet as " the ordinar y effect
of persecu tion,1' that " their sect in-
crease d ever y day, amidst the scaffolds
and tortures. Conde, Coligny, all their
adhe rents , all who were oppressed by
the Guises turned Protestants at once;
they unite d thei r griefs , thei r ven-
geanco aiid their interests. " P. 7.

Amidst the horrid details of the
massac re " on the eve of St. Bartho -
lomew, in the month of August ,
1572»" we are told that iC some priests
holdin g up a crucifix in one han d and
a sword in the other , ran at the head
of the murderers and encourage d
them in the name of God to spare
neither relations nor friends ," while
Tavannes, Mareshall of France , an ig-
norant and superstitious soldier , who
joined the fury of rel igion to the rage
of party, rid a-horseback through
Pari s, cry ing to his soldiers , Let bloody
let blood, bleeding is wholesome in the
month of August as well as in May.,'1'
Charles IXth " fi red with a carbine
upon those miserable victims who
fled to the river ,'* while his mother
" Catherine de Medicis* undis turb ed
and serene in the midst of the slaugh-
ter , looked down from a balcony si-
tuated towards the city, encoura ged
the assassin s and laughed at the dying
groans of the mur dered." Pp. 15, 16.

Voltaire asserts , that ** in a week's
time, more than a hundr ed thousand
Protestant s were massacred all over
the kingdom,1' as " two or three go-
vernors only refu sed to comply with
the k ing's orders. " One of these he
just ly applauds , Montmvriny Governo r
of Auver gne," who <c wrote to the
king the following letter :

" Sir ,
u I have recei ved an ord er, und eV

your majesty 's .seal, to put to death all
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tlie Protestants in my province. I
t&v e too much respect for your Ma-
jest y not to believe the letter is coun -
terfeited ; but if (what God forbid ) the
4>rde r is truh vours , I hav e too much
respect for our Majestv to obe^ it/'

The ¦ tales-(*eneral of France have
been often mentioned during the late
eventfu l years. On their being con-
vened by t.enry III. Voltaire thus
describes them. " These States re-
sern hie the Parliament of Great Britain,
in their convocation, but are very
different from it in their operations.
As they are very seldom called, they
have no rules to guide them ; they are
generally made up of men who never
having been in any regula r meeting,
know not how to behave themselves,
and 'tis rather a confusion than an
assembly." P. 23.

Speaking of the assassinations of the
Guises, he says that " such a venge-
ance" should have " been perpetrated
with the formalities of the law, % which
are the natural instruments of the jus-
tice of kings, or the natural veil to their
iniquity/' P. 25.

On H enry 's besieging Paris in 1500,
we are presented with the folio wing^ms-
sages, blending the ludicrous with the
horrible. " The fria rs and the monks
made a show, which, as ridiculous as
it was in itself, was yet of great use to
animate the people. They made a
kind of military muster, marching in
tank ana tiles, wearing rusty armour
over thejr coats, having at their head
tke figure of the virgin Mary, wielding
swords in their hands, and cry ing they
were all ready to fi ght and to die in
the defence of the Faith So that the
citizens, who saw t heir Confessors in
arms, thought really that, they fought
the cause of God .
. " However, scarcit y occasioned soon

an universal famine. That prodigious
tfwaltitude of citizens had no other sup-
part but the sermons of their priests,
and the fictitious miracles of friars ,
who, by the way, had all things in
plenty in their Convents, wh ile all the
town was red uced to starve. The
miserable Parisi n$, lulled at fi rst by
the hopes of being soon relieved, were
singing ballads in the streets, and lam-
peons against Henry, a fact not to be
related with probability of any other
Ration, but suitable enough to the
genius of the Fre nch, even in so deso-
late a condition. That short-lived
wretched mirth was stopped quickly

by the most serious and the most ire*
expressible misery. Thirty thousand
men died of hunger in a month s time.
The poor starved citizens tried to make
a sort of bread with the bones of the
dead, which being bruised and boiled
were reduced to a kind of jel ly. But
such an unnatural food afford ed them
no other kind of benefi t than to kill
them the sooner* It is recorded and
confirmed by all the testimonies that
can be credible, that a woman killed
and fed on her own child,1' P, 38.

Sully passes " slightl y over the hor-
rors of this siege/' declining to " en-
large on so dreadful a subject." P ere
f ixe, writing in 1662, is very short,
yet, he says ." the famine was so
great that the people eat even the herbs
that grew in the ditches ; dogs, cats,
and hides of leather were food ; and
some have reported , that the Lans-
quenets, or foot-soldiers, fed upon such
children as they could entrap." 2d. Ed.
1692, p. 124.

Voltaire records how " Henry 's
good nature prevailed over his inte-
rest," so " that the besiegers fed the
besieged," for " he suffered his sol-
diers to sell privately all sorts of pro-
visions to fclj e town," Thus time was
afforded ft> the Prince of Parma, with
an army of Spaniards from the Low
Countries, to raise the siege. At
length Henry resolved to turn Roman-
Catholic—P aris open ed its gates to
him, and what his valour and magna-
nimity could never bring about, was
easily obtained by going to Mass, and
by receiving absolution from the Pope."
P. 35.

In the works of Voltaire this Histo-
ry is condensed, with the omission oi
most of the passages I have quoted ,
into a few pages, entitled, Histoire
Ahref/ ee des Evenemevis, fye . The Es-
say on Ep ic Poetry .shall employ th€
next number.

VERMICULUS.

40 Gleanings.—Shakespeare 's Maebctf u

gleanings;  ok , selections anc*
ref lect ions  made in a couust
of general reading.

No. CCIII.
Shakespeare 's Macbeth.

Act 1. Scene v. JLad y Macbeth ,
after reading her Lord's letter, in
Conning her of his interview wit h the
Weird Sisters, who had salutecL,htni
with ,, Hail, King that ^shalt 4« /—
says,



Gleanings. —Ketigious Ha bits.—J Jimne Ambassadors. 41

_ Hie thee hither ,
Tha t I may pour my spirits in thine ear ;
And chastise with the valour of my tongue
ATI that impede s thee from the golden round
Which fate and metap hysical aid doth seem
To have thee erown 'd withal .—

Here metap hysical is used in the
sense of supernatu i*al> infernal. Some
good folks seem inclined to keep up
the latter sense of the word.

Act III. Sc. i. Macbeth edging on
the murde rers to execute his design
upon Banquo's life, representing
That it was he, in the times past , which

[held you
So un der fortune , 
asks ,

¦ Do you find
Your patienc e so predominant in your na-

ture ,
That you can let this g*o ? Are you so

gospelVdj
To pray for this good man and for his issue,
Whose heavy hand hath bow'd you to the

[£*rave
And beggar ed your "** for ever ?

On the phras e, A re you so gos-
pelVd ? Johnson has the following
comment ; " Are you of that degree
of precise virtue ? Gospeller was a
name of contempt given by the Papists
to the Lollards , the Puritans of earl y
times, and the precurso rs of Protes-
tantism ."

The question then , in modern
phrase , would be* " Are you such
Methodists?"

Act IV. Sc. i. One of the ingre -
dients in the Witches' Caldr on is
liver of blaspheming 1 Jew .

This shews the brutal bigotry of the
poet's times, with regard to the un-
happ y nation of the Jews . But ought
a modern audience to suffer this out-
rage against Christianity, against hu-
man nat ure , to be repeated ?

No. CCIV.
Religious H abits.

Before the Refor matio n many of
the learned and great who could not
put on re ligious hab its during their
lives, ord ered by will tha t they shouldbe interred in the habits of the reli-
gious. Amongst others, Francis II.
Mar quis of Mant ua, who died in
1519, Petrar ch in 1374, and the Dukeof Par ma in 1592, tur ned monks after
'key were dead*

The wl^ole tribe of these super -
stitious religionists , Milton (P. L. III.
474, &c.) has placed in his Limbo of
Vanity .
Embryos and idiots , eremites and friars
White , black and grey, with all thei r

[trum pery .
Here pilgr ims roa m, that stray 'd so far to

[seek
In Gol goth a him dead , who lives in heaven ;
An d they who to be sure of Paradise
Dying* put on the weeds of Dominic,
Or in Franciscan think to. pass disg*uis >d.

This calls to mind a story of Jor -
tin 's. A certain Prince who had led a
very wicked life, was carried to hi*
grave in the humble disguise of a
monk. A woman whose husband h*
had murdered , seeing the masquerade
go by, cried to him, Ah I you dog !
you think th at you are finely conceal-
ed under that habit : but Jesu s Chris t
wi ll find you out.

'

¦;¦
•

¦ 
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• 

• 
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ccv.
Clergy.—Divine Embassad ors.

A certai n Indian of the trai n of the
Embassador -Princes sent to us lately
from some of those Pagan nations ,
being engaged, one Sunday, in visitin g
our churches , and happenin g to ask
his interpreter " who the eminent per-
sons were whom he observed ha-
ranguing so long with such authority,
from a high place ?" was answered ,
" they are Embassadors from the Ah
mighty, " or (accordin g to the Indian
language ) from the Sun ! Whether
the Indian took this seriousl y or in
raillery , did not appear . But hav ing
afterwards called in, as he went along-,
at the chapels of some of his brother *
embassador s of the Romish religion,
and at some other Christi an Dissent*
ing congregati ons, where matters, as
he perceived, were t ransacted with
grea ter privacy and inferior state ; he
asked , " whether these also were em-
bassadors from the same place ? *' He
was answered, " that they had indeed
been heret ofore of the embassy, and
had possession of the same chief places
he had seen : but that they were now
succeeded there by others. '' " If thdse,
therefore (replied the India n) were
embassad ors from the Sun ; these. I
take for granted, are from the Moony

Characteris tics, VoK III * pp. 338, 89<f f



( ±% )

A- Dissertation upon the Number of trie
Hebre w People at diff erent Periods ;
f rom the unpublished Manusc ript s
-of the Rev. Samuel Bourn , of Sir-
iriingkam*

THE number of Hebrews who
emigrated frpm E^gypt ' 

is said
(Exodus xru 879) to be " about six
hundred thou sand men on foot beside
children. " In the book ;of.- numbers
(ch* ii.52.) we find a second and more
particula r accouuttaken in the wildsr-
npss of Sinai, in, the second month of
the second year after their ,departure :
w^h^re the, 4< males twenty , years old,
a^JLfi upAyar  ̂

all w^ip
were nable to go

oiij ; to war,," ar e said to amout to " si^c
hjmdr ed and three , thousan d»five
hundred and fifty," exclusive of the
tribe of Levi, which consisted of
*' seven thousan d and five hundre d
males from a month old and upward. "
In a third numeration (chap. xxvi.
51. of the same book) we find them
to be f'six Jiundr ed and one th ousand ,
seven , hundred ; and thirty ," and the
tribe oflbevi {o be increased to " twenty
thre e thousand  ̂ all males of a month
old and upward *" Taking the number
of the males then of twent y years old
and upward at six. hundred thousand ,
and adding all the males under twent y
years , together with ' all the females
of every - age, in the proportion of
three to on«, the whole nation must
consist of two million four hund red
thousan d souls? according to the first
and lowest accoun t, without includ-
ing the mixed multitude , most ly
Egyptians, as we may reasonabl y
suppose, wh ich is said *to have ac-
companie d them. We may • compute
the . number then upon an average of
the accounts above, including the
stra ngers, at two millions and a half.

Now iet it not give offence or alarm
to any pious reader , if he shall find
it clearl y prove d, that the precedi ag
numerat ions, and many other con-
tained in the historical parts of k the
Old . Testamen t, are exceedingly mag-
nified, For those are errors which
may be most natu rall y imputed to the
negligence or vanit y of the transc ribe r
of copies* - Numbers are denoted in
Eddbor ei^ cbji J the  ̂ fetteita, ami it might
easily happen that the transc riber
mistook one letter for another ; or
if he was doubtful , that he would
be inclined to prefer that numbe r

which seemed , to do honour to his
nation* by displaying its ancient great -
ness. The following ar guments may
probably , suffice to satisfy the in-
quisitiv e Reader ,

I. There is a passage in Exodus
(xii. 40,) whichJ ias been mistaken , as
if it assert ed the residence of the
Hebrews ifi Egypt , to have lasted
" four hundred and . thirt y years *'
whera s it includes the whole time
from Abrah am's remov al from Chaldea
into Canaan , till the depar tur e of th&
Israelites from Egypt ; during which
long perio d neither he, nor his. de*
scendants by his Grandson Jacob ,wei*e
ever settled in a country or land ,
which the y might call their own ;
and ther efore the whole is stiled the
sojournin g of that people. This
period of time is proper ly divided
into two equal pa rts, the first pre-
ceding, and the latter following, the
descent of Jacob aiid his family into
Egypt. This construction is support -
ed by the auth ority of St. Paul , Gal,
iii. 17. At his descent his whole
family, it is said, consisted of" seventy
souls ;" and it is added * "-that they were
fruitful , and increased abundantl y and
mult iplied, and waxed exceedfri g
mighty ; and the land was filled with
them." Let us examine what the
number might prob ably be at th eir
departu re, according to the natural
increa se of mankind. The greatest
mult iplication w^ are informed of,
from, proper evidence, hat h been in
the temperate climates of. North
America ; in some, parts of , which ,
according to accounts received from
thence, the number ; of inhabit ant s
hath been doub led J u ,the* shwt space
of twenty-five year st by births only-
This increase hath bepi> thought sur -
prizingl y grjeiat, , an,d imput able to
their rural .. situa^ipn  ̂ anicjl eiuplpy-
ments^ ; or. their freed om , from large
cities , anq unhealthy , occupat ions ;
both which , are kapwu to be,great
checks to the , nxultipliciitiom. . . of, the
human species, . Allowing then,-the ,
Hebre w* to multiply ii  ̂ th  ̂ same
proport ioni during , the whole turn
ot tbeic. dweHiiig in v Egypt ,, which
was two hundred and fift^e  ̂ year ti#
the account will be this : the whole
number of souls at the descen t of
Jacob and his family into Egypt,
we are informed by the text, was
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seventy. At the end of Hie fi rst
per iod of twenty-fire years it Would
be One hundred and forty y of the
second, two hun dred and eighty ; of
the third , five hundred and sixty ;
of the fourth , one thousand one

•hun dred and twenty ; of the fifth,
two thousa nd two hundred and fort y;
of the sixth , -foiir thousand four
hun dred and eighty ; of the seventh,
eight thousand nine hundred and
sixty \ of the -'eighth , seventeen thous-
and nine hundred and twent y;  and
if we add the ninth , which reaches to
tea years after their departure , thirt y

sfive thous and eight hundred and fort y.
No deduction is made in this coiii-jputaticm for the slavery to which
they were^subject, and the destruction
of their iriale children durin g almost
half the time ; beside the evil diseases
of Egypt , *which are mentioned by
Moses.* BM to this number. the indlti-
plication of Josephs famil y whidh are
not included in the seventy, ought to
•be added , which wotff d raise the
Tiumber by fhe saitle ^>roportioh a
tw elth part ; that is. to thirt y eight
thousand nine hundred and fifty-five :
"4tnd the mixed multitude ," Which is
said to accompany them might pro-
bably make the wliole minoflber m the
Wiiaerfless of Sinai, to Amount to up-
wards of forty thousand. If then we
allow this number to be dotibt ed
durin g the last thirt y years before the
invasion and conquest of Canaan , the
numb er will not much -exceed at that
period eight y thousan d : among them
there might be twenty thousand men,
fit to bear arms : a number sufficient ,
under the command of Joshua , an
able and experien ced general , to con-
quer in five years , the small sl ates or
pr incipali t ies with whic h he had to
contend singly, and evfcn the con-
federa cies formed against him 5 but
too weak after his decease, when
the trib es wer 6 disunited , to extend
thei r conquests much farther ; as ap-
pears from the histor y. For they
soon became so weak as to suffer
extremely by the incu rsion s of their
neighbours , some of whom they had
before defeated.

II. However favourable and liberal
the King, who then reigned in Egypt ,
might be to J acob arid his family,
when by Joseph  ̂ influen ce they
catin* to settle in the country 5 it is

* Dihit. vii . 15.

rfcyy iiliJ>robaHe , that he would as-
sign to them a tra ct of Country , so
vast ly exceeding thdr immediate use
£nd occupation , as woujd be sufficient
to maintain afterw ard such an in-
credi ble number of peop le. Goshen
which they inhabited , was a province
probab ly very small compared to all
Egypt- . 

¦
'III. It is not easy to conceiv e how

the Egyptians could oppress the Israel -
ites, to such a degr ee of rigour anU
cruelty, or how the latter would sub-
mit to it without making any resist-
ance , Unless their respective numbers
and strength had been exceedingly
unetjual . It appear s frdm the History,
ihdt after Egypt had been almost
ru ined , by various plagues and devas-
tat ions, and above all by the destruc-
tion off all the first-born of man and
beast, throug hout the kingdom, yet
the king was able to pursue ihehi
with such an army as struck them
with extreme tei-ror. The saying

'therefore of Pharaoh to His court iers*,4i Behold , they iare tti ore and mightier
than we," must 'be understoo d as an
extravagant expres sion of his fears ,
or rather , as a mere pretence for re-
ducing them to slavery , and practis-
ing1 such severities upon them .

IV. There are severa l circumst ances
related duri ng their journey ing aim
residiti g in the Arabian Deserts ,
^hicli indicate their number to have
bee*n comparativel y small ; such as
tTheae. They journe yed three days
in a hot climate without a fresh sup-
ply of water. Twelve wells atEliin , one
stream fr om the rock at Horeb, and
one at Meribah were sufficient
for them and their cattl e No other
miraculous supp ly is ever mentio ned,
lior any murm urin g for want of it.
They are described (Num. xxxiii.)
as pitching upon a single mountain ,
named Shap heiy and other particular
places, of too smal l extent to be
capable of containing a number of
people much above the preceding
computation. Moses was abJe to
ju dge aiid determine in person all
fciiits and contests among them , till
by his father -in-law J ethro 's -advice,
he instituted inferior mag istrate s.
The first engagement they had , was
with the Amalckites, a petty tribe or
hord e, yet fche victory remai ned dubi -
ous for a considera ble time. To say
nothing of the impossi bility of sustain -
ing so prodi gious a multit ude for for ty
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years, in a country for the most part
barren ; these circumstances seem not
to> admit a number much greater, if
at all, than that, which is specified in
the preceding calculation . To all
these circumstances we .may add the
words of Moses himself, as attesting
the comparative smaHness of their
number, Deut. vii. 7. "The . Lord
did not set his love upon you, nor
chuse you, because you w ere more in
number than any people; for ye were
the fewest of all people." And
though he reckons them, (Chap, x*
22.) '« as the stars of heaven for multi-
tude", compared to the original num-
ber " seventy, when their fathers went
down into Egypt j" yet he describes
the nations whom they "were prepar-
ing to attack (Chap. ix. 1.) as "greater
and mightier than they," and exhorts
them, (Chap. vii. 17, 180 not to be
terrified on account of their number
and power.

V. Their passing the Red Sea with
their flocks, herds and carriages, in
one night, as is represented, or in
a day and night, seems impossible,
supposing them to be so very numer-
ous. But if we reduce the number,
according to the calculation above-
mentioned, a probable solution may be
given of any great difficulty which
may seem to remain. For some
inodern travellers, who have investi-
gated those parts, report that there is
a bay lying northward of the Red
Sea, which hath a communication
with it ; that there is notwithstand-
ing a passage, commonly fordable,
and sometimes quite dry ; and that
now people frequentl y pass that way
to and fro, between Egypt and Arabia.
This they suppose to have been the
very place where the Israelites made
their passage. It is said in the scripture
that " a strong wind blew" previous
to thei r passage, which would neces-
sari ly cause an extraordinary recess
of the tide. If then, Moses took
the earliest opportunity, as he un-
doubtedly would, of sending the
carriages and cattle before him, on
the day, or some day s preceding",
forty thousand people might pass
afte rward on dry ground in less than
one night, the passage being scarcely
one mile : and when the wind
ceased, a high tide might return with
such force, as to overthrow the pur-
suing army so effectually, that in the
morning the Hebrews on the other

side could discover nothing of them*but dead bodies thrown upon the
shore. This account is adopted by
a very able and learned critic, Le
Clerc- The expressions used in
scripture are not to be thought vio-
lent fi gures of speech, at least in
poetry ; though it is said "the people
passed th rough the midst of the sea,"
and that " the waters were as a wall
unto them on the right hand and on
the left," For as they certainly made
their passage with great expedition,
so the sea on one hand, and the bay
on the other, would check the pur-
suit of the enemy and guard them
from being surrounded, as effectu-
ally as walls. This explanation does
not contradict, as some may hastily
imagine* a particular or miracu-
lous protection of heaven over that
people in that event, but serves to
shew, what is most credible, that a
power from heaven always operates
so far and no farther than the neces-
sity or reason of the case requires*
To what purpose is there any men-
tion of " a strong wind blowing all
day and night which caused the sea
to go back," implying as plain as words
can express, a recess of the tide ; but
which means nothing, if an immense
gap was made in the middle of the
sea, by a stroke of divine power.
Was not that very wind, blowing so
strong at that juncture, a sufficient
and therefore more reasonable and
credible interposition of providence
in their favour, than the other case
supposed ? Or is the poetical lan-
guage used in describing that won-
derfu l and truly miraculous event,
more liable to censu re according to
this explanation, than the phrases
used when nothings miraculous ap-
pears necessary or credible ; such as
the " sun and moon standing still in
the heaven," to denote a long day of
pursuit ; or the "stars fighting in
their courses" against the enemy, to
express a signal and surprising defeat
of them ? It seems not improbable,
that as soon as the Hebrews had pass-
ed and the Egyptians were advanced
into the midst of the channel, the
wind changed its course and brought
back the tide with a redoubled swell
and violence ; while the heavy cha-
riots and horses of which the Egyp-
tian army consisted, were obstructed
and almost set fast, by sinking into a
soft bottom 5 though travellers on
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foot might pass safely over it* This
conjecture is founde d an the expres-
sions in Exodus xiv. 24, 25, " In the
morn ing" -watc h, the Lord looked into
the host of the Egyptians , and trou -
bled it, and took off the chariot
wheels* and made them to go heavi-
ly ;" and ,Ch. xv. 10, " Thou didst
blow with thy wind } the sea covered
them. They sunk as lead in the
mighty waters/ 7 This latter wind
which broug ht the sea upon the E-
gyptians must be different from that
which drove the sea back from the
Hebrews ; and as the first is said to
rise at the motion of the " arm and rod
of Moses," on one side of the passage ;
the other followed from the like mo-
tion , when Moses was on the other
side. The Egyptians might be well
acquainted with the passage , and with
the usual ebbing and flowing of the
$ea at that place, yet have no con-
ception of so unusual , and indeed mi-
raculous , conspiration of the winds
at that juncture , to favour the pas-
sage of the Israelites , and obstruct
their own pursuit , in a manner so
singular and destructive. It is readil y
acknowled ged that the expres sions
in scripture describin g tha t wonderfu l
event , may appear to many readers

*as implying something greater and
more astonishin g than is consistent
with the preceding account. But if
this be ad mitte d , we are still under
a necessity, either of allowing at the
same time a very great reduction of
the number mentioned , or of sup-
posing a second miracl e wroug ht , to
Ena ble so vast a mul titude with their
flocks, herds , &c\ to pass in so short
a time. But this would be weakening
instead of supporting the credit of
one miracle, by adding another to it,
unne cessary, unwarranted by the
scr iptu re nar ration , and therefore not
credibl e. If the reader will errant
only tha t the expression of the " wa-
ter being a wall unto them , on the
ri ght hand and on the left ,1 ' is poeti-
cal or figurati ve, and means wo more
than the protection , whic h the sea
on one hand and th e bay on the oth er
afforded them , the above repre senta -
tion correspon ds exactl y with the ori-
ginal narration .

VJ. All the territories which they
conquered and got possession of, dur-
ing the lives of Moses and Joshua * on
both sidles of the river Jordan , were
very f ur from being of an extent suffi -

cient for the habitation and mainte -
nance of so prodig ious a number of
people. Af ter the death of Joshua ,
thou gh some of the tribes made some
little conquest s, the rest made none,
and all lived intermixed with the ver y
people or nati ons, whom they had in
part subdued 5 and whose territori es
they had possessed ; viz. the Canaa n-
ites, Hittites , Amorites , Perrizites ,
Hivites and Jebusites , w ith whom
they intermarried and by whom they
were seduced to idolatry. They were
also surrounded and hemmed in by
the Hivites on the nort h, by the Si-
donians , Tyrians and Philistine s on
the w est, and by theAmorites , Moa -
bites , Ammonites , Mid ianites and
Edomites 011 the south-east and
south ; who mad e frequent and suc-
cessful incursions upon them . Even
the Canaanites , with whom they were
partl y intermixed , became so power -
ful as to subdue them , and hold the
whole nation in a state of great op-
pression for twent y years. They could
possess therefore , or inhabit at that
time, but a small part of all the ter-
ritories comprehe nded afterw ard in
the kingdom of David and of Solo-
mon, who not onl y completed their
conquest over the nations with whom
the Israelites were partl y intermixed ,
but extended thei r dominion largel y
on every side. In the reigns of those
kings there still remained a great num-
ber of str angers scattered among them;
for th e laws frequent ly and expressl y
referred to the strange rs within their
gates. These were common l y domes-
tic servants or field-la bourers , or like
the " Cibeonites , hewers of wood and
drawers of water 3" thou gh some are
mentioned as promo ted by David,
and serv ing him wit h honour and fi-
delity ; as for instance , Uriah the
Kittite . Solomon , in his book of
P roverbs , warn s the young men of
the nation against havin g any com-
merce w ith the women stran ger. %
whom he describes as subtle , treach-
erous and rap acious , as well us lew *?,
w hich might be the ir true general
character , as the descendants of tho se
who had , in forme r times, corru pted
the Israelites and seduced them to
idolatr y . W hat number of strang ers
might remain intermixed with the
Hebrews in Solomon's time is uncer -
tain ; but probabl y it was very con-
siderable. We find it said , 1 Kin gs
ix. 20, " All the people that wer e left
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of the A mo rites , Perr jzites, H ittit es,
H ivites, >t &nd Jebusites « which werê
»©t of the children of Israel -y thei r chil-
dren whi$h were left after them in the
la&d whom the childr en of Israel also

, w^re* not ahle utterl y to destroy; upon
those did Solomon levy a tri bute of
bond service unto this day."

Now if we examine the maps of
that rpart of the earth , we shal l f ind
that j {the whole country inhabited
wholly or chiefl y by the H ebrew s, is
not more tha n two hundred miles in
length y and scarc ely one hundre d in
breadth , measuring to the utmost ex-
tent from north to south, and east to
west, including the parts which were
oi- had been in the possession of the
Sidonians , Tynans , Philistines : And
if we consider that the Hebrews were
not a commercial people, but subsisted
wholly or chiefly by agriculture , we
cannot suppose the country was ever
very populous. Compar ing- it then
to ,any 4raot of country in Kurope of
equal extents in which there are few
manufactures , an d j ittle or no com-
jnejrce ; we cannot reasona bly suppose
that it ever contai ned more than two
jpuiions of inhabitants. *

If we may depend upon the num-
bers of years , specified in the book
of J udges (which may also be .magni-
fied), the fi rst of which commences
many years after the death of Josh ua,
there was a period of above -four hun-
dred years between his death and the
tixn e of Samuel the prop het ; of which
more than one hundred was spent at
different times in a state of oppression
and serv itu de, in consequence of se-
vera l great defeat s ; the rem ainder in
rest an d peac e, consequent to victo-
ries -, during the former parts of the
time we can not reasona bl y allow any
increase or mu ltiplicat ion, but should
ra ther suppose a diminution , by the
num bers slain in battle , and the se-
ver ity of oppressio n, from the wars of
Josh ua and those after his decease ,

* Swisserland , is the country in Euro pe
which seems to bear the greatest resem-
blance to that of the ancient Hebrews , as
it is an inland mountain ous country , in
which the people subsist almost wholl y by
agriculture , as it is almos t equal in extent
an d numbe r of inhabit ants 3 and as it is
divided into severa l canto ns which have
each a separate jurisdiction . - But along
with libert y, it is blessed with a policy,
union and stre ngth of national governm ent,
such as tlie Hebre ws unhapp ily wanted .

especiall y the intestine wars, land
above all, that in which the whole
tribe of Benjamin was utterl y de-
stroyed exceptin g six hun dred men ;
we may infer , almost with certainty,
^a great diminution of the nation at
large, Supposing then the > whole
number at the conclusion of the war
against Benjami a, to he sixty thousand ,
and that number to be continuall y
doubled in a period of fift y year s spent
in peace* it would amount in two
hundre d and ;fift y years <to one mil-
lion nine hundre d and twenty ' thou-
sand. Allowing also a second dimi-
nution hy the wars , the bloody de-
feats , and severe oppressions , in the
time of Samuel and Saul, the civil
war for seven years between * the
hou se of Saul and ©avid , and the
many wars, though they were $uc-
cessful, carried on by David : the
whole number, at the commencement
of Solomon's reign , cannot be rea-
sonabl y estimated at much more than
two millions, if at so much ; espe-
cially if we consider that the more
numerous any nation becomes, the
multiplication proceedsiihe slowerfr om
variou s causes, which might easHy be
assigned ; and that the increase here
admitted , exceeds that of any nation
now existing in Euro pe, even in the
most peaceable and healthful times,
none of which are ever supposed to
become double the number , in a pe-
riod of fift y yea rs.

It is by no means pre tended that
the preceding calculations have any
certa inty or exactness in them , as fy>
the rea l multi plication of man kind,
in an y instance , but they may an-
swer the purpose which the .author
inten ded, nam ely, to pr ove beyond
all reasona ble cont radiction , that the
num bers specifi ed in the Old Testa-
ment of nations , tribes , armies and
men slain in battle are generall y mag-
nified , to a surpri sing excess. In
what proportion they are magni fied,,
it may be impossibl e to determine
with precision -y but by proba ble con-
jecture , not much less than ten to
one in most instances , and in some
vastl y mor e. The num ber which mi-
grated from Egypt is reduced by the
prece ding calculatio n more than forty
to one. Jf the number of the Benja-
mite forces be reduced from ten to
one there will remain two thou sand
th ree hundred arid seventy ; out of
which number , if no more than six
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hund red escaped in - the battle , it was
cert ainly a Woody engageme nt : and
it shocks imagination , as. well as rea *
ton , to conceive that no more should
escape out of twen ty^six thousand
and seven, hund red . If we divide in
the same proportion the four hundred
thou sand men of the other tribes , there
will remain fort y thousand which may
still be thought a number exceeding
pr obab ility ; and thou gj ittwelve thou -
sand are said : to be-, detached to sur -
pr ise and destro y the small defence-
less town of Jabesh Gilead , twelve
hundred would- certain ly * have been
sufficient for  ̂the pu rpose* When
Rehoboanv is said to raise an armyrof
one hundre d and eighty -* thousand
chosen men, out of the two trib es -of
Judahia nd Benjamin 9 (Kings xii. 21),
if we reduce them by ten* the remain-
ing eighteen thousan d seems to be
a^nuch more . probable n umber. In
the second book of Chro nicles, ch* xvi«
there i&« .far ^more extravagant ac-
count s which i^, that , Abijah  ̂ son
and successor to Rehoboam  ̂ raided an
ar my consisting ¦ of < four - hundred
thousand chosen men, out of the same
two tri bes; and Jeroboam  ̂ King of
Israel  ̂aa < < ar my of: eig^ht hundred
thousan d ehoseu men, out of therother
ten t ribes $ and- i that . fivrecJmndred
tho.ttsan d;o£the<latter army swere slain
i n the engagement** This* account is

* The. following. note was»faund in, the
MS. by anoth er haniL Ed. •

The proportion of men from each tribe ,
"who, accordin g - to the same author , at-
te rtde d David at Hebron , to support his
election to the whole king dom, and were
with him th ree days^ating* and drinkin g-,
is as follow* ? 1 Chron . xii .
Mkn of Jutiah 6800

"Siteeon 7I0O
Levi , 4600
Benjamin 3000

Mft rfb * J 
Eph^iai. . .20800

I ManasseH 18000
Issachar , ,200 chiefs,

the rest unnumb ered.
Zebulon , perfectl y aim -

ed and trained . . . .  50000
Napthali 37000
Ban 2860O
Asher 40000

On the r Reub en "}
other side ? Gad % 120000
of Jo rda n (  ̂Manaseeh repea ted j

335900

added cmly to convince the reader
that the transcribe rs of copies set no
bounds to thei r vanit y ia magnifying1
the number , and consequentl y power
and grandeur , of their nation .

To add ai* instan ce or two more in
which the numbers appear to he ex*-
ceed4ngly magai fiei* It is saidv iw our
Version, 1 Sana vi. ig. that " Fiffey
thousand awd threescor e and ten men"
wer e punished with deathtfo r the crime
of" looking into the ark of the Lord *"
But beside the impro bability of the
countr y supp ly ing so great a multitude
to visit the ark , or of a tenth ' part of
such a number getting near enough to
look into itr the authors of the Ara^
bic and Syrtee Version seem to have^
read in their Hebrew manuscripts no
more than five thousand. Josephu© ^
reduc es them to seventy only; and 1
the learned Dr. Kennicott h^s lately *
infor med thie public that he fdund th^
numb er to be no more than seventy, in<
two ancient manuscri pts which he
collated- In Ex. xxxii  ̂2^. it is re-
lated that the armed Levkes by th ^
command of Moses *' slew <about thre«
thousand men" of those who worship -
ped the golden calf, and who were
celebrati ng a religiousi festival on the
occasion. The number here cited
frb m our English Version fis-agreeabl e •
to Hebrew ^ manuscriptsy i and serem l^
ant ient versions ; yet in some copises *
of the Septuagint and the Vulgate, w« *
fihd twenty-three thousand , and ' in *
some tMrty+thweeth&usand. These ar ^ '
instances of an aptnes * in translators <
or transcribers to make ^arithmetical
mistakes , which are always foiiwd to
be of a magnif ying kind. It is a very <
probable conjectu re, thottg h^«ver s<*<
destitute of supp ort either from ntt ^
nuscr ipts or versions, that tthe nambe f
also, of •* thirty-two thou sand < youiig- ̂
female captives, of six hwndred seven-
ty-five thousand sheep,- seventy-tr tvo
thousand heads of cattle , and sixty-oi^ *
thousand asses," said to be taken from? ;
the Midi anites , (Num. xxxi.)are greftt -

Lel the reader compare thi$ list of hum -
hers , and the sum total , with those men-
tioaed above . Let him also consider tha t
these th re e hundred thousand men in aims ,
(not to mention the odd thousands) are all
said to hii- v^e feasted with David at Hebron
for th reee days successivel y, and then let
him jud ge what credi t i$ due to the ac-
counts of numbers which we meet in se-
rer al passages of the Heb rew history .
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ly magnified. This may be inferred ,
with some appeara nce of reason, from
the mount ainous nature, barren soil,
and narrow extent of the countr y of
Mi&ian ; thou gh the ingenious and
learned authors of the Jewish Letters
to Voltaire , have laboure d to remove
this objection with much streng th ,
exceptin g the weakness of comparing
that poor rock y country , to the rich
and level soil of the Campania of
Rome. But the chief ar gument is to
be drawn from the 48th and 40tli
verses of the same chapter , in which
it is said that the Hebrew forces con-
sisted  ̂ of twelve thousand men (sup '
posing then this number not magni-
fied) returnin g from the conquest and
plunde r of Midian without the loss of
one man. Yet the country is de-
scribed as contai ning some towns, and
even castles, which were taken and
destroyed. The Midianites must
therefore have been able to make but
a very weak resistance , or rat her none
at a]]; consequentl y must be inferior
in number and substance to the pre-
ceding magnified account.

spect. When the devils fell dowtt
before him with a like sal utation , he
charged them only not to make him
known. To Marth a's memora ble
confession of her faith (would it had
beon universa lly deemed as exem-
plary !) his silence gives implied as-
sent. And Peter 's received from him
a similar testi mony of approbation.
But mark now the difference , when
the Jews with that propensit y to
misunderstand * his meani ng, so fa-
miliar on all occasions to those advo-
cates for another kind of Messiah than
he seemed likely to prove , charged
him also ill so many words , with
" making himself equal with GOD,"
by assuming the apellation of his Son :
—" Is it not written in your Jaw , I
said , Ye are GOD (Elohim ). If he
ca lled them GOD , unto whom the
word of GOD came," &c. Conscious
of being GOD the Son, could he at
such a moment have made such a
rep ly ? Is there any point, any ap-
plicableness in the retor t, but upon
the admission , the open avowal that
he considered himself man, man only,
man as they were men, to whom the
word of GOD came ? If this be not
to disclai m divinity in point of na-
ture , what could have been ? Can
more unequivocal ' interpre tation be
given to the impor t of the title, Son
of GOD, on the ground on which he
pre sumed to adopt it ? Against such
unambi guous evidence, would the hy-
pothesis of an apostl e* if such could
be found, weigh one feather in the
scale? Yours ,

TE TACE .

48 Title " Son of God: '—Il lustration of He l. ii. 17.

Sir ,
That the authorit y or power exer-

cised by our Saviour was a given, a
received power from his Father and
our Father , his God and our God, is,
lam firml y persua ded, a tr uth which
can be discred ited only by impeach -
ing the credibilit y of his own repeated
and unvary ing asseverat ions, and can
therefore scarcel y be perm itted to
ran k, with scriptural Christians , a-
niongst the topics of theological con-
troversy . But, with regar d to his
own constru ction of  the particular title
which he was p leased to assume , hthe
following cont rast may not per aps
have so forcibly struck some of them
as it always does your correspon dent.
When the chief priests challenged
him, " Art thou then the Son of God?"
he rep lied, as categoricall y, " Ye say
that 1 am." When they that were in
the ship worshipped him, i. e, did him
homage under tha t appellation , lie
does not appear to have evaded or re-
buked so proper a mark of their re-

Illustrat ions of Scrip ture.
[From an interleaved Bible.]

Heb. ii, 17, . " It behoved him to be
made like unto his brethren ," i. e. it
was fit and ri ght, the obligation not
press ing on Christ , but being spoken
of absolute ly. In exactl y the same
way, Ca?sar in his Commentaries , § 3.
Damnatum pcenam sequi op orte baU ut
igri i crema retur , viz. It behoved him,
being condemned, to be punished , by
being burned *
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A rt, I.— The Book of Job* literally
trans lated f rom the orig inal Hebrew,
and restored to its natural Arrange-
ment : with Notes critical and Illus-
trative j and an introductory Dis-
sertation on its Scene, Scope, Lan-
guage, Author and Object. By
John Mason Good, F. R. S. Mem.
Am. Phil. Soc. and F. L. S. of
Philadelphia. London : Black,Par-
ry and Co. 1819, 8vo. pp. 491-

THE qualifications requisite to a
translator of the book of Job,

are of no ordinary standard . How far
they belong to Mr. Good, must be
determined by a diligent and candid
review* of his performance. Various
literary productions have made this
gentleman known to the public : and
even they who are least partial to
him as a writer, must admit that in
industry he surpasses most of his con-
temporaries.

In the present number we shall
examine his introductory Dissertation,
To his eulogium on this noble poem—
to his general estimate of its character
and importance—we feel little hesi-
tation in subscribi ng:. And we shall
now accompany him in his inquiry into
" the scene" of the book, " its scope,
object and arrangement ; its language,
and the difficulties attending a trans-
lation of it ; its author and sera ; and
the doctrines which it incidentally
developes."

I. " Nothing,1* says Mr. Good, " is
clearer than that all the persons in-
troduced into the ensuing Poem were
Idumseans, dwelling in Idumaea, or, in
other words, Edomite Arabs." Bo-
chart, Spanheim, and the writers of
the Univ ersal History , place the land
of Uz in Sandy Arabia, which Rosen-
mullcr, whose Pro legomena, fy c. in
Job um have now reached this coun-
try, considers as likely to be its po-
sition.* Indeed , on looking into Jer.
xxv. 20, 21, we find that Uz and
ZL'dom are spoken of as dist inct from
each other. Of the spot upon which
Job dwelt , Blayney t remarks, " It

* Prolegom. 26.
t I* Jus M«tc on J«i\ xxv . 20.

H

was most probably on the confines of
Id urn sea, if not a part of it:'1 and in
this opinion we are disposed to ac-
quiesce. We do not differ greatly
from Mr. G's., which is well sup-
ported by the authority and reason-
ing of Bishop Lowth.* But we sub-
mit, whether the Dissertator has not
expressed hi on self with somewhat too
much of confidence ? He j ustly com-
mends the *' modesty'1 of Ewsebius: and
in the event of his printing a second
edition of his Translation, he will per-
haps at once imitate and praise this
learned ecclesiastical historian, and
enable us to verify the quotat ion
made (ix.) from his works ; of the
substantial correctness of which, how-
ever, we do not doubt, though it has
the appearance of being inaccurately
printed. The manners of the Poem
are, beyj ond controversy , Arabian ;
a fact of far more importan ce than
our answer to the question , lu what
district are Job and his friends de-
scribed as li ving ? jSiot th at even
this investigation is without its use j
nor that we jud ge it unworth y of the
notice of studious men. Still, we
thin k it the least momentous of the
matters which occup y our Transla-
tor's preliminary discourse, and not
among the clearest.

II. He states the subject proposed by
the writer of the Poem to be " the
trial and triumph of the integrity of
Job/' Such, i?o dou bt , is the general
argument of the book. Its scope,
nevertheless—the object of its author
—seems to have been higher j to vin-
dica te the way s of God to man, by
shewing that severity of affliction is no
proof of the sufferer's guilt. The
individual case of Job is subservient to
this moral. Whether he really exist-
ed, has been a topic of dispute among
scholars and divines. But we believe
that historical truth is the Lmsis of
this work. The nature of the refer
ences in Scripture to its princ ipal cha-
racter, f afford a stron g presumption
that he is not the offspring ofthe poet's

* Praeloctionos , &c. x xxii. not , sub . init
•i- Ezek . xiv . 14- 20. James v. 1JL .

REVIEW.
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fancy. As to the structure of the
poem, we are of opinion that it is, for
the most part, fabulous. The intro-
duction, the concludin g chapters, the
preciseness and the care with which
the leading speakers are brought be-
fore us, three several times, m rota-
tion , have a ver y artificial appearance.
Surely, Mr. Good contends for too
much w hen he attempts to evince that
in these ci rcumstances there is nothing
inconsistent w ith a narrative of facts.
Will not sound criticism be satisfied
with the admission that facts are the
ground-work of the book ? Rosen-
muller's arguments to this effect ,*
are at once concise and forcible.

Mr. Good assumes a doctrine to
which we cannot accede respecting the
Satan of the book of-Job 5 and, for the
better support of his theory, offers a
construction of Chap, i. 8. ii. 3. upon
which we shall animadve rt in the pro-
per place. He considers this poem as
" a regular Hebrew Epic,'' an d adds,
" were it necessary to enter so mi-
nutely into the question , it might easily
be proved to possess a 11 the more pro-
minent features of an epic, as collected
and laid down by Aristotle himself."
This criticism, formerly maintainedI Ins criticism, formerly maintained
by a foreign auth or, has found an
opponent in Eicliliornf, and is in-
capable of being supported. The
book consists almost entirel y of di a-
logue. There is so little action
throughout that we cannot with rea-
son sty le the poetry eith er ep ic or
drama tic. And, t hough the compo-
sition is eminentl y sublime, beautifu l
and pathetic, yet , as Rosenmuller j ust-
ly remarks, its merits are vindicated,
an d not lessened, by our forbearing
to give it a technical classifi cation :
*' Quod auteni hui c poemati et le-
gitimi dramatis et epici carminis ti
tulum abjiiciicamus, nihil de ej us
pretio derogatum inius, quod ii potius
facere censeudi sunt , qui ad alienam
iiormam id ini que exigere vo luu t,
unde necesse est vitiosuni et man cum
vidcri , quod sane in slo gtinere est
pulcherriinuni et perfectissimum."];

The present translator offers a va-
luable anal ysis of thi s composition,
winch lie divides into six parrs, in-

* Prol cf> (> Hi.  3—-8.
f Einl citung* in das A . T. li . iii. 555, &c

(Ed. 3.)
t Preleg- . 22.

eluding the opening or exordium.
These are as follow : 1.) Ch. i.—iii.
2.) iii.— -xv. 3.) xv.—xxii. 40 xxii .
—xxxii. 5-) xxxii.—xxxviii. 6.)
xxxviii. H ereafter, we shall point
out a few mistakes (such we conceive
th em to be), both of sentiment and
language, in this part of the Disser-
tation.

III. We have the pleasure of agree-
in g with Mr. Good in his general
statement of the difficulties attending
a translation of the book of Job, and
of the necessity of a knowledge of
Arabic to the translator. If in modern
times the sense of the poem has beea
more ful ly developed than heretofore,
we owe the Benefi t chiefl y to the
nicer care with which the study of
the Oriental tongues and dialects has
been pursued. Sacred criticism has
received great assistance from the cul-
tivation of this branch of learning ;
though, in the volumes of a few and
even celebrated auth ors, it has often
degenerated into puerile refinements.

Kven the mere English reader of
the poem before us, must be aware of
the arduousness of making a vernacu-
lar translation of it j as he cannot fail
to perceive that our public version of
Job , though executed by men of
abili ty and erudition, is frequently
obscure. Perhaps no book in the
Old Testament has so much engaged
the attent ion of critics an d theologians
widely vary ing from each other in
their degrees of kn owledge, taste and
judgment. Yet most of them have
th rown ligh t upon this fine vestige
of ancient genius; whi le room is still
left for the efforts of fu ture commenta-
tors and translators.

IV. It is no easy task to ascertain
the author and the aera of the book of
Job. That is was composed before
the deliver y of the Jewish Jaw, cannot ,
we imagine, be reasonabl y questioned.
We are unable to discover in this
poem any traces of persons and trans-
actions subsequent to the period we
have j ust mentioned : and , indeed , it
remains to be seen whet her allu-
sions are here made even to much
earlier incidents recorded in the sa-
cred history ? By whom the hook
was written, can be a matter onl y oi
conjecture. They who assign it to
M oses, advance an opinion far more
plausible than any other which has
been hazarded on the subject : yt't
t he examples adduced by Mr. G. as
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« exhibiting a very singular proof of
parallelism," seem insufficient for his
purpose. Had we in this case in-
dependent evidence of what our trans-
lator denominates, somewhat quain tly,
" an unity of authorsh ip/ 1 these spe-
cimens of a likeness between parts of
the acknowled ged writings of the He-
brew Lawgiver and detached portions
of the Poem under our consideration,
would not be devoid of weight. In
the absence of external testimony,
Mr. G. must excuse us if we say that
he decides rather more peremptori ly
than the state of the argument will
justify. Rosenmiiller ascribes the w ork
to some writer who flourished lonsr
afterwards.—" Vel ipsa Salomonis
aetate, vel proximis, quae illam inse-
cuta sint, temporibus }"* but he does
not venture even to guess who the
author was. The hypothesis of War-
burton, we presume, is almost ex-
ploded ; though we learn from the
Leipz ig er Liter at ur—Zeitung, of Au-
gust 16th. 1815, that Professor Bern-
stein, of Berlin, honours it with his
countenance. It is a memorable in-
stance of one theory being formed to
prop, if possible, another. Thus a
weak and ill-planned structure re-
quires to be sustained by butt resses,
which frequently add little to the
strength of the building, while they
are sure to heighten its deformity.

V. " The chief doctrines of the pa-
triarchal religion, as collected from
different parts of the poem," Mr. Good
thus enumerates :

" 1. The creation of the world by
one supreme and eternal Intelligence.

" 2. Its regulation, by his perpe-
tual and superintending providence.

" S. The intentions of his provi-
dence carried into effect by the minis-
tration of a heavenly hierarch y.

" 4. The heaven ly hierarchy, com-
posed of various ranks and orders, pos-
sessing different names, dignities and
offices.

" 5. An apostacy, or defection, in
some rank or order of these powers ;
of which Satan seems to have been
one, and perhaps chief.

" 6. The good and evil powers or
principles, equally formed by the
Creator, and hence equally den omi-
nated « Sons of God -; both of tflem
employed by him in the administra-

* Proleg. 35, 36.

tion of his providence ; and both
amenable to him at stated courts,
held for the purpose of receiving an
account of their respective missions.

" 7- A day of future resurrection,
jud gment, and retribution , to all man-
kind.

" 8. The propitiation of the Crea-
tor, in the case of human transgress-
ions, by sacrifices, and the. mediation
and intercession of a righteous per-
son."

Having finished this enumeration,
the translator says, " Several of these
doctrines are more clearly developed
than others : yet I think there are
sufficient grounds for deducing the
whole of them." The practice of
deduction, alas ! is much too frequent
among reputed theologians, and has
mainly contributed to the support of
unscriptura l and antichristian tenets.-"

As to " the creation of the world
by one supreme and eternal Intel-
ligence, and its regulation by his per-
petual and superintending provi-
dence,7 ' these truths are more than
developed in the book of Job—more
than deducible from this ancient Poem :
for it teach es them in p lain and unam-
biguous language * We will advert,,
at the foot of the page, to some pas-
sages which are the vouchers of our
assertion.* Can as much be main-
tain ed concerning the remainder of
the opinion s stated by Mr. Good ?
Are not his Dissertation and his notes
a proof th at these have lon g been
controverted, so far as regards the
poem before us ?

For the deduction that the designs
of divine providence are ** carried into
p f C w t  Iw tlipi ministration of a hoavpn-
ly hierarch y,1' he refers to Ch. i. 6, 7-
iv. 18, 19. v. 1. xxxiii. 22, £3.

No vv in the fi rst of these texts mention
is mad e indeed of the sons of Gcd t yet
respecting their nature and abode the
writer has been profoundly silent ;
and from his silence, it were,-surely,
unbecoming to deduce a proposition so
comprehensive and important. The
title sons of God, is bestowed, in the
New Testament, upon Christians ;t
so th at it does not necessaril y desig-
nate beings superior to the human
race. in the 18th verse of Chan, iv.

* Ch. xxxviii. —xlii .  Ch . 1. 9, 21
ii. l6. v. 8—27 . ix . 4---13.

+ 1 John iii. 1.
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the* word angels is equivalent with
messengers. It receives illustration
from the term servan ts in the preced-
in g- clause *, and, though the.«?e arr% in
the 19th verse, contrasted with man-
kind, the poet, however, does not de-
clare that all or most of the intentions
of Providence are executed ** by the
ministration of a heavenly hierarch y."
A hiera rchy implies a gradation of
rank, of which (whether it exist or
not) we read nothing in these verses.
The propriety of the appeal to ch.
v. 1, must be determined by a few
observations, to be m ade hereafter
on the rendering of it. Our public
translation has saints, for which Mr-
G. substitutes heavenly hosts. The
case of ch. xxxiii. 22, 23, is the same.

Thus it appears that of this gentle-
man's four references the two fi rst
do not reach the extent of his deduc-
tion ; while the othe rs admit, and may
even be found to require, a tran sla-
tion differing from his own.

It is not from Arabian writers, from
" the Mahotnmedans in general,"
from Christian and still less from
Pagan poets, that such tenets should
be taken by believers in revelation .
We confine ourselves to the question,
whether the existence of a heavenly
hierarch y be taught by Moses and the
prophets, bv Jesus and the apostles ?
It is the province of scriptural criti-
cism to ascertain the ordinary import
of a word at the time of its being em-
ployed by the sacred writers ; instead
of giving it a sense derived from com-
paratively modern hypotheses, and,
as the effect of a false association of
ideas, imagined to be ancient. As-
sumin g the truth of some popular
speculations in theology, it will not
be difficult for us to conceive of a
process of the mind by means of which
traces of them shafl seem to occur in
scripture. But the inquiry still re-
mains, whether they are r o propound-
ed there that " he who runs may
read11 them ? What believer in the
authority of the New Testament ever
spoke of the doctrines of die pardon
of sin upon repentance, the resurrec-
tion of the dead , and the future judg-
ment of the world by Jesus Christ as
being dimply develop ed in its books,
being deducible, truly [ from its con-
tents ?

These observations are applicable
not onl y to the notion of a heavenly
hierarchy> but to that of *' an apostacy "

among the celestial orders ; which
tenet according to Mr. G., " is derived
from two or three passages that may,
perhaps, admit of a different expla-
nation." Whether Satan be intro-
duced, in Ch. i. and ii. as an evil and
apostate spirit , is at least questionable.
Upon this subject the t ranslator com-
municates to us more information
than the author of the poem* The
Satan of the book of Job, is not the
Satan of the Chaldees,* but is repre-
sented as a judicial officer in the court
of God. After the seventh verse of
the second chapter this being entirely
disappears, Mr. Good indeed says,
that the opponents of the patriarch
" were excited" by " the archdaemon:"
on what evidence he builds his asser-
tion, we have yet to learn. If the
writer's silence is to be thus supplied
by "the coinage" of our Dissertator's
" brain," any fancy >vhatever may be
deduced from scripture. Had the
poet conceived of Satan as Mr. G-.
does, he would have employed lan-
guage more nearly resembling Mr.
G1s. When, in the natural order of
our review, we proceed to the re-
mainder of this gentleman's volume,
we shall with strict impartiality in-
quire, whether his version of ch* iv.
18. xv. 15, betray or not any fond-
ness for " systematizing ?" The truth
or the falsehood of this doctrine of a
defection among the celestial orders,
is not now the matter of our investi-
gation. Our sole purpose is to warn
our readers against imagining that it
is clearly developed in this poem.

In favour of" the doctrine of an
universal resurrection and retribution"
Mr. Good adduces ch. xiv. 10— 15.
xix. 23—29. xxi. 28, 30. xxxi. 15,
14. Of these texts the fi rst is, in our
eyes, declaratory of the contrary te-
net : nor can the Dissertator enlist
it into his service without prev iously
emp loying the word renovation in-
stead of change. This passage and
the rest of the supposed authorities
we will discuss when we advance to
his version and his notes. For the
present, we only ask, whether the
hypothesis of a future life's being:
even developed in the book of Job, be
not at variance with the scope of the
poem, and with its interesting moral >
It is curious to notice the mixture of

* Einleitu ng- in das A. T\ von J. G.
Eichhorn, 3rd B<1. (3. Ac.) 592, 595.
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decision and of doubt with which
Mr. Good expresses himself in this
part of his Dissertation-- v. g " it
seems clear—it seems evident— itp roves
obviousl y" !

He quotes ch. xv. 18—22. xvi. 22.
xvii. ' l -  xvii. 11. xxx. 24, 25, as the
principal passages " against the exis-
tence ̂of a future life," But then he
adds/ immediately, " all these pas-
sages rather refer to an insensibilit y or
dissipation of the soul upon death ,
than to the question of a re-existence
at some futu re period : and hence
they cannot strictl y be said to anni-
hilate this latter doctrine." Now, af-
ter reading again and again the above-
mentioned texts, we can discern in
them no traces whatever of the dis-
tinction which Mr. G. finds it so
convenient to suggest. The holy
sufferer speaks of the hope of man as
destroyed : and though he wishes to
retain it, yet he knows that thus much
is beyond his power,
" Yea, my hopes !—»who shall point theni

out ?
To the grasp of the grave must they fall a

prey."
We are next referred to ch. i. 5.

xlii. 8, 9, as texts in which are de-
veloped " the propitiation of the Crea
tor, in the case of human transgres-
sions, by sacrifices, and the media-
tion and intercession of a righteous
person ," These passages we have,
accordingly, examined with great at-
tention : and in the former we meet
with a record of the fact that Job's
parental affection and habitual piety
induced him to offe r sacrifices every
day for his children ; while from the
oth er we learn that, at God's command,
he presented intercessory prayers for
his three friends, who, however, were
special l y directed to bring with their
own hands a prescribed sacrifice. In
these instances there was nothing of
'p rop itia tion and mediation, in the sense
ih which the words are commonl y
understood. We may as well con-
jectu re that sacrifices were symbolical
of Divine mercy as that they were
either p rop itiator?/ or vicarious.

On reading B^ r. Good's introduc-
tory Dissertation, we have frequently
wished that the provinces of the trans-
lator of the scriptures and of the doc-
trinal expositor of them, Were con-
sidered as distinct ; the correctness
attd fidelity of & ver&oti ot these

writings being unavoidably affected
in some degree by the preconceived
idea of thei r containing passages from
which certain doctrines may be learn-
ed in the way of inference "and deduc-
tion.

We shall weigh the intrinsic me-
rits of the translation before us with
its pretensions. Mr. Good assures
his readers that he has not been " a
niggard in labour ;" and we believe
him. We admire his industry and
ardour, his attachment to scriptural
criticism and oriental learning. Hi«
views of the manner in which th«
book of Job should be rendered from
the original, are enlightened and cor-
rect ; and, if he has not uniformly
succeeded in exemplifying them, It
must be remembered that he could
command only a few hours in every
week (actively engaged as he is in
the duties of his profession) for the
exec ution of his task. Upon our can*
dour and forbearance he possesses a
yet stronger claim ; inasmuch as he
never treats preceding or his contem-
porary labourers in the fiel d of sacred
literature with arrogance and illiber-
ality. If we think him sometimes
unduly confident in his positions, and
sometimes inaccurate in his reasonings,
we have, nevertheless, the pleasure
of observin g that he uniformly avoid*
offensive and personal strictures upon
those who dissent from his conclusions.

The style of his Dissertation might
be improved. But we content our-
selves w ith pointing out one mark of
haste. In page xxiii , Mr. G. speak *of the goad as passing into the soul of
Job, yet not poisoni ng it. The me-
taphor is incongruous. We would at-
tempt to give it consistency, were not
our translator an enemy to the conj ec-
tura l perhaps in matters of verbal
cr iticism !

Some of the Hebrew words which
he takes occasion to cite in his in-
t roductory Discourse, are wrongly
printed. Are these errors attributa-
ble to the distance of Broxboitm* from
the metropolis ? Reviewers and their
readers will be somewhat defi cient in
experience and in charity, if t hey
cannot allow for typographical mis-
takes flowing from this source.

* This work issues from the Brotboum
pre $97 in Hertfordshire.

Revieio*— Good'i Translation of the Book of Job. 53



Art. I I .  Di scourses an UniversalRc-
stitntion, delivered to the Society of
Protestant Dissenters in Lewins
Mead, Bristol. By John Prior Est-
lin, LLu D. 8vo. pp .211. Long-
man and Co. 1813.
Whilst the subject and the argu-

ments of this work were under dis-
cussion in our last volume, we thought
it scarcely decorous to bring the
Discourses under our. own review :
they are too important however to
be passed over, though after the in-
vestigation which they have under-
gone, we may content ourselves with
a cursory notice.

The Discourses are the familiar ad-
dresses of an aged pastor to his flock,
on a topic of supreme importance,
to which his attention and zeal have
been lately directed ; hence they
discover a confidence and urgency of
manner which viewed in any other light
would be scarcel y pleasing, but to the
same circumstance must be attributed
the simplicity, pathos and eloquence
with which so man y passages in them
abound. Dr. Estlin was brought over
to the doctrine of Universal Restitu-
tion by his friend the late much-la-
mented and reverend Rochemont Bar-
bauld*, whose almost unceasing re-
monstrances forced him to re-con-
sider the subject and to contemplate it
in all its bearings and connexions.
(p. 71.) His zeal, indeed, points him
out as a new convert : but, at the same
time, the h ypothesis which he asserts
is so beautifu l and cheering, reflects
so much glory on the universal
Father and sheds such beams of com-
fort and joy upon the condit ion of the
children of men , that it seems im-
possible that any one should hold it
with indifference.
4 Passion is reason, transport temper here .'
There may be enthusiasm, but it is
surely an amiable, nay more, a noble
enth usiasm in the prea cher 's estimate
of his favourite doctrine (p. 203).

" Jt appears to me be a part of the plan
of divine providencc ,the whole of which
is founded in infinite wisdom, that the
doctrine of f ina l  salvatio n should at this
perio d of the Christia n Church be revived)
«.T particularl y adapted to the cure of
those moral disorders which p revuil in the
world y

* For ah account of Mr. Barbauld from
a pen capable of doing" ju stice to the sub-
j ect, see M. Renos. Vol . lii. pp, 706—709.

Universal happiness mu st be al-
lowed to lie the best proof of infinite
love, and what sentiment is so power-
ful in the excitement of practical
benevolence as the persu asion th at
the author of ail things is the Father
and the Friend of his reasonable
creatu res ? Were this convicti on ge-
nerally and deeply felt, there \yould be
little bigotry, persecution or war.

It is a consolatory fact that the
doctrine at least of eternal torment*
has been losing ground since the Re-
formation. The Reformers inherited
it from the Church of Rome, and
might assert it with the more vehe-
mence and apply it the more largely
in order to shew their opposition to
purgatory, a state of remedial pain :
but Dr. Estlin suggests (p. 50.
note) that the most convincing evi-
dence we have of even Calvin 's habi-
tual belief of it is his burning Ser-
vetus ! The tremendous doctrine is
certainl y not contained in the Articles
of the Church of England : it was
asserted in the Forty-two Articles,
settled in the reign of Edward the
Sixth, but was happily rejected when
the number of Articles was reduced
to Thirty-nine (p. 16, .17). In the
Athanasian Creed it may indeed be
implied, but it would be unjust to
determine the faith of the National
Church from a formulary, of which
all its enlightened and liberal mem-
bers have long been ashamed. The
most zealous advocates of the doctrine
are to be found amongst the Metho-
dists ; but the zeal of most of them
has of late cooled upon this point,
and not a few of them embrace the
opinion of final happiness to all. On
what other supposition , can they main-
tain the ultimate triumphs of divine
grace, the efficacy of the cross of
Christ, and the fulfilment of the pro-
phecy, that in the Messiah shal l * all
the families of the earth be blessed' !

Dr. Estlin wonders and grieves
that the advocates of destruction or
annihilation (th e words di ffer, but
the thin g is the same,) should have
been chiefl y Unitarians : but surely
this doctrine is infinitely preferable
to that of eternal pains and penalties.
We remember the time when our
escape from the scheme of the As-
sembly's Catechism to this moderate
system, filled us with inexpressible
joy: we had landed upon solid ground,
after being lozig vexed upon a sea
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^f doubt and disquietud e, and it was
some time before we felt any anxiety
to explore the goodly land which
we had reached, and to gather all
the pleasant and exhilarating fruits
which we now know by expe-
rience that it yields. He that,
educated amidst the ri gours of Cal-
vinism, embraces the destruction
schenrerWias obtained a shelter ; the
storm is over -y the Supreme Power
no longer does evil : but still, it may
be u rged, is this enough?  Is any
doctrine worthy of God that does
not represent him as effecting all
possible good to his own offsp ring ?
If he does not will good to all , where
is his goodness ? If he wills, and
cannot effect, where is his w isdom or
power ? It is no reply to this argu-
ment that there is evil in the present
world : should it be granted that
there is real unmixed evil , this would
indeed be a presumption in favour of
the eternity of evil ; but £3 it for the
honour of the highest, the onl y Good,
to allow that under his reign, evil
will be eternal ? This however is not
granted ; for it is contended that all
the evil of life is temporary arid also
remedial, and that the futu re and final
happiness of intelligent bein gs will be
increased by this arrangement of the
Divine Providence. We have an il-
lustration of this supposition in sleep,
which is a defect, but which promotes
greatl y the comfort of all animals ; and
also, in corporea l pain, which in the
wise and benevolent scheme of things
is compen sated by pleasure, and with-
out which, perhaps, pleasure were
not.

It may be granted that the letter
of scripture is favourable to the doc-
trine of destruction, as it is to that of
transubstantiation : a second d eath,
however, does not any more than a
fi rst preclude a revival, and as Dr.
Estlin justly insinuates (p. I-I  I )  a. f irst
resurrection imp lies a second. Mr.
Locke has long ago proved that the
human mind has no proper idea of
eternity, and can have none ; divine
revelation, therefore, cannot possibly
teach any doctrine with regard to
eternity ; the utmost that it undertakes
to reveal is concerning ages of ages,
beyond which, in fact, eternity lies :
and therefore it might be admitted
that the wicked will be punished
(but punishment may consist in the
mere privation of a certain kind or
degree of good ) to the utmost length
that men's faculties can reach, and

et be reasonably and successfully

conten ded that the end of all God's
creatures will be happy. In the Jew-
ish idiom , ages of ages are onl y defi-
nite periods ; of these the longest may
be the Messiah's reign ; but when he
has accomplished his work by the
destruction of all enemies to man,
arid especial l y death (now death can
be destroyed only by those that have
fal len captive to death being set free
by life), it is the doctrine of the apos-
tle that he will resign the kingdom to
God, who will be all and in all,
** And where he vital breathes, th ere must

[be joy.53

Even the decided advocates of de-
stiuction must, one should think,
wish to be able to renounce their sys-
tem 1 they must certainly wish this,
if they desire the happiness of all man-
kind. But to desire this end is the
characteristic of a good man ; and is
it not the attribute of the infinitely
good God, whose all men are, and
whose perfection consists in his bei ng,
not specuiatively but practically, th eir
father, and whose perfections, wisdom
and power, as well as benevolence,
are all infinitel y equal ?

According to present appearances
and also to scriptural representations,
the majority of mankind must su ffer
punishment in the world to come
(p. 83) y let that punishment be final
and endless, and what a prospect is
here for the philanthropist ! Without
a resurrection, the destruction scheme
would be p lausible enough:  but the
testimony of scripture is decisive as
to the revivification of the wicked ;
wh y then on this hypothesis are they
to be dragged forth from their slum-
bers ?— only to be tormented—that
their torments may end them. And
this is the amount of the divine
promise, sealed by martyrdoms and
miracles, that " as in Adam f ill die7
so in Christ shall //// he made alive /"

In proportion to the improvement
of human society, capital punish-
ments hav e been exploded , and the
avowed ends of penal justice have
been the security of society and the
reformation of offenders (p. 11/3, <kc).
This is the natura l marc h of benevo-
lence. Where there is more, where
there is all wisdom and power,—- in
the other world—will there be ]ess
benevolence nnd less happiness ? / \nd
wil l our Howard s and lioniillys go
into the future state, incapacitated by
their goodness in the present, for ad-
miring the mea su res of the divine
government ?
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Mr. Thomas Mullett.
TpHB following is the conclusion af the

. Funeral Address delivered at the inter-
ment of Mr. Thomas Mullett , by .the Rev.
John .Evans, in Bunliill Fields, Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 1814. The Address has
been printed merely for circulation among"
the relatives and friends of the deceased .

This doctrine of the Resurrection of
JesiL * Christ from the dead , forms a most
consojatory topic under the depri vation af
relatives and friends . The transition.,
therefore, is natural and easy to the enu-
meration of a few particulars relative to
our much respected deceased brother ,whose
removal has brought us together on this
mou rnful occasion.

Mr. Thomas Muixett vras born at
Taunton in the year 1745—an era me-
morable in the annals of British history,
for an ineffectual attem pt to restore arbi-
trary power and spiritual tyranny th rough-
out these kingdoms. His parents belonged
to the community of Fr iends, among1 whom
he was brought up, but on his marriage he
relinquished his connexion with that So-
ciety, Agreeably to the education which
he tad received, he soon entered the com-
mercial world. Humanly speaking-—he
was the arbiter of his own fortune. Provi -
dence, indeed, smiled upon his continued
and persevering efforts, so that, at length ,
he attained to an honourable independency.
He visited the United States of America
three times, and formed connexions in
that distant part of the globe upon a large
scale and of hig-h respectability. There ,
as well as in this country, he was esteemed
by a numerous circle of friends—who knew
his worth, and will hold in honour his me-
mory.

In the political world also he, at one
period, took a distinguished part—for he
had not adopte d the absurd opinion , that
when men become Christians they are to
relinquish all concern for the rights and
privileges of the civil community. At
Bristol, where he began his career, and
where he resided for many years, lie took
the lead in what included the welfare of
that ancient and populous city. There it
was, that through good and evil report , he
opposed that unfortunate war which se-
vered the American colonies from the pa-
rent stock , and in every stage of its pro-
gress he lifted up his voice against its im-
policy and wickedness . It was dep lored
by every friend to humanity.*

* Among' th/R many anecdotes with which
the deceased amused and interested his
friends, there is oue, respecting £r&N«RA j ,

It is a circumstance worthy of mention,
that he was the lastof the twelve persons who
were engaged in inviting- the celebrated
Edmund Burke to be the representati ve of
the city of Bristol , than whom no one, both
without and within the walls of the senate,
reprobated more eloquently the deleterious
consequences with which that contest v/as
attended. Few-understood better than did
the Deceased the ri ghts of the subject-—
none advocated with more manly firm ness
the principles of civil and of religious
liberty , which he knew included in all
their rain in cations, the prosperity, of man-
kind .

His intellectual powers were of a superi-
or cast—and he had an intimate knowledge
of mankind. There was a clearness in his
perceptions, and a calmness in his deliber-
ations, favourable to accuracy of judg-
ment. He was aware of the perturbed
emotions by which the human breast is
swayed , and he guarded against those in-
veterate prej udices by which obliquity of
ju dgment is generated. His infonnatioa
on most subjects was correct, and he ex-
ercised the utmost caution in making up
his mind. His sentiments, once formed,
were seldom altered, and his measures,
determined upon, were invariably carried
into execution . Indeed, his leading- cha-
racteristics were fi rmness of opinion and
consistency of conduct. Having taken a
comprehensive view of what was offered to
his consideration—his mind was not haras-
sed by any puerile vacillations—but, con-

Washij vgton, that he told me, which
ought not to he lost . When Mr. M ullett
firs t visited the United States of America
it was at the close of the war, when he was
introduced to General Washington . With
this great and good man he passed some
time at his seat, Mount Vernon . Beside
other fl attering marks of attention, Gene ral
Washington , when alone with him in hitf
library, asked him if he had seen any in-
dividual in that country who was compe-
tent to the task of writ ing* a history of that
unhappy contest ? Mr. Mullett, with hi*
usual presence of mind , replied—" I know
of one and one only ,  competent to the
task ."—The General eagerly asked—
" Who can that individual be ?" Mr
Mullett remarked—"C/esar wrote his own
Commenta ries !" The General bowed and
replied— u Caesar could write Jus Commen-
tai ies ; but, Sir, / know the atrocities
committed on both sides hav e been ho grea t
and many, that they cannot be faithfull y
recorded, and had better be buried ia ob-
livioa !n
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sci#tt» of the finnnes a of the ground on
which he stood—he prosec uted his ohject
till it was accomplished.

Hence it is that he was looked up to by
a number of respectable characters , and
not unfreque ntly occupied in matters of
ar bitr ation between his fellow-citizens in
the commercial world . He had , for some
time past, withdra wn himself fro m the
bustle of political life, yet he has been
more than once consulte d on transatlantic
affairs, especial ly by an enlightened mem-
ber of the legislatu re of the present day .
This patriot and philanthrop ist he visited,
and used to pass a few days with him at his
hGnse in the country . No individual was
more stre nuous in his exertions to persuade
the governmen t, that the Jate obnoxious
Orders in Council would be the cause of
a war eventual ly, to be deplored by Bri-
tons. Ever the advocate of peace , he in
these latter , as well as former hostilities ,
viewed alike the measures adopte d towards
America as destructive of public tranquil -
lity. How far he was correct in pr edictin g1
the evil consequences of the present con-
test , time alone can determine. But I am
warranted in declaring* , that had be sur -
vived its issue, he would have arde ntl y
hailed the return oi the blessingff of peace
with a country , to which by origi n, con-
nexions and langutage , we are so closely
allied. He rejoiced that the ravage s of war
had , in a measure , ceased—and he fondly
hoped, that ere long-, human beings would
discer n the folly and wickedness of an ap-
peal to arms , instead of having* recours e to
a wise adj ustment of the opposite and jar -
ring - interests of mankind.

With respe ct to his reli gion, havin g been
educated in the princi ples of the Friends ,
he retain ed a partiality for their views, es-
pecial ly as they are detailed in the writi ngs
of Barcl ay and Penn —wh o held them in
their purity. I have , more than once, not
only heard him declare how inconte stable
were the great leadin g facts of the Chris -
tian religion, but also expr ess his adm ira-
tion of the unparalleled moral excellence ,
whicb beams forth with a pure and efful-
gent glory in the characte r of Jesu s Christ .
Often , however , did he lament , with other
pious and liberal individuals of different
denominat ions, that the mild and pacif ic
spirit of the Saviour was not more con-
spicuous amongst the professors of Chr is-
tian ity.

The deceased married , Mar y, the dau gh-
ter of the Rev. and venerable Hu gh Evans ,
and sister to thejRev. Dr.CalebEv arts , presi -
dent of the Baptist Acade my at Bristol . I
scar cely need add , that his father-i n-law
^̂ 

^̂ f —  ̂ ^̂ V̂ -~~ r̂ ^H ^̂ r ^  ̂ ^̂ Q̂̂ ^̂ r ^v ^ .̂ t̂W W ™" ^̂ ^̂ V̂ F ^V ^^V P̂V ^̂ ^̂  ^̂* V̂ ^̂ ^̂  ̂ ^̂ — ĥ~̂ v 
 ̂ ^¦ad an unfeigned regard for him, and his

brother-in-law was, to the day of his death
*ost sincerely attach ed to him. He had a
Jj iffh opinion of his good sense, consultin g¦»m on every importan t occasion, and r£-y|ng upon Kb judgment with no incoasi-
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dei-able satisfaction . Hit excellent part-
ner proved, in the best sense of the wor d,
a help -mate—partici pating of his joys,
and dividing his sorrows throu ghout his
varie gated career of life. Her piety—her
benevolence, and her invariable kindnes s
endeared her to all who knew her . Sh«i
bore her husband eleven children —f our of
whom only, a son and three dau ghters , sur -
vive—on whose minds her tru ly maternal
affection has left an indelible impre sssion.
Beloved and regrette d, she died, 1800, in
the 56th year of her age. The survivin g-
progeny of both these estimable parent s
knew thei r worth , and rendere d their lives
comfortable and happy. They now revere
and bless their memory .

Our deceased frien d enjoyed, for a long1
series of years, a considerable portion of
health and stren gth— which , indeed , car -
ried him th rou gh the very many avocations
in which he was engag-ed. Latterl y, a
complaint in the head seized him, which
was relieved by the advice of the faculty,
thou gh by no means altogether removed .
But within these last twelvemonth s, the
ener gies of nature declined , and the pow-
ers of life were seen hastenin g to a termi -
natio n. Excursions to the sea-side, whieh
had generally been found efficacious , yield-
ed him no effectual rel ief. He returned
home from Hastin gs, as well as from a
previous visit to his favourite Isle of Wight ,
with alarming symptom s of the dropsy.
These indications of extreme debility in-
creased , and medical aid (the best that hu-
man jud gment could suggest) became as it
will , alas ! soon become to us all—una -
vailable . His severe and accumulate d suf-
ferin gs he bore with the fortitude of a man ,
and with the resignation of the Christian.
He expired , at length , without a stru ggle
or a groa n, in the sixty-n inth yea r of his
age.

Our excellent friend , indeed , never
feared the approach of dea th . Latterl y, he
conve rsed freel y and even cheerfull y,
about his approachin g dissolution . He
possessed a calmn ess and a firmness , when
speaki ng of his expected decease , that
whilst it gratified those around him , em-
boldened them to converse with him con-
cernin g* it . Such a conduct imparted con-
solation to this relati ves and friends —his
character , indeed , throu gh life and in
death is thus endeared to them by a thou -
sand different recollections. Even deliber -
ate orders for his fu neral were given by
him , and amongst other requests he ex-
pressed a particu lar wish , that 1 should
pay this last sad tribute of respect to his
memory. It is not quite two years ago
since I 'was called to the painfu l task of
interrin g my highly res pected relati ve,
and his beloved son-in-law, Mr. Joseph
Jefferies Evans, in this cemetry . And
little did I then imagine, that I should h*
so toon called to enra ge on a similar i$<v
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This confidence, if real  ̂soon abat ed̂ aisd
the positive oJpiirion of the sur geon grad: a-
all y opened her eyes to' hef real situa tion
and she seemed to be sensible tfe a* death
was dra wing1 near. On' the 7th of Jfc&v em-
ber she pretende d to hare received from
the Hol y Spirit the following* commnm rcsu
tion j  u Before the end is over every one's
faith will fail them, for her sufferin gs will
be so great , that she will appeal* as one
dead :" it was also s&M, i6 heis no (me be
ala rme d if tfomi appear ass dead before
the m for a while  ̂ I shall raise* thee up
again. " If Jo anna rea lly believed that
this catnmuni cation was made , it iiray
serve to shew the great anxiety and distr ess
of mind she experienced *

In order to reliev e thi s anxiet y and sup-
port her dro ning spirits , some of her fol-
lowers , whose faith was greater than her
own , produce d one of her prophecies pub -
lished so lon g" ago as 1792  ̂ in which it waa
said , that the moth er of Sbiloh previous to
his birt h would be aj s dead for fo ur days ;
hut woul d then revive and be delivered 1
Such was their fanatici sm, that although
they expected her death , yet they per -
suaded themselves it would he temporary
and they confidentl y looked for her revival
at the pred icted time !

Joanna seems to have calmed hers elf in
some ineasn re by this persuasion , bat her
calm was of short dur ation , and as she
found death approachin g her agitation of
mind rapidly increas ed. On the h9th of
Novembe r she sent for Dr. Reec«r a medi-
cal atte ndant in whom she most confided ,
and a scene ensued which shews* how great
were her mental ermfli etS ; *< Findin g
hersdf (she said) gradual ly dyings she
could not but consider her inspiratio n and
pro phecies as a delusion " Shfe further
saro , addressin g* herself to her sur round-
ing- friends , u Whe n you have - heard me
speak of nay pro phecies, you har e some-
times heard me say that I doubt ed my in-
spiration ; hat at the- same tirtie you Would
never let me despair. When I have been
alone, it has often appea red delusive 5 but
when the communi cations wero ttidde to
me / did not doubt them- "

" Feeling as I now do, that ttiy dissolu-
tion is drawin g n«*»r, and tha t a day or two
may terminate * my life, it all appea rs delu-
sion ." One of her disci ples said to her ,
" Mother , your feeling's ar e hu man. We
know that you are a favoured woman of
God , and that you will produce the pro-
mised child, and ' whatever you may say to
the contr ary will not diminish our fait h. 7'
This assxiraftC G gave her comfort . The
scene concluded with Joann a's giving' di-
rect ions to tfho Doctor u to open her body
in case sihe should dfe y and ascertai n the
cause of her feeringa fat the last nin«
months ." Af ter unme farther rnatruflt icHrt
respecting- her delivery if that should ttk d
t>ln«c, die i\iMcm& h *t him*** &**> " in

5 $ Death of Jo anna Southcott.

lanchfoi y oecasr<m . The Bspecrrber s of this
oncfe . l^rg-e and numerou s fanaiL y hare ,
with in these few years by death been great-
ly redu ced ^ in numbers—but when the
links of a chai n are lost and disapp ear
—the circle is lessene d, and the re main ing"
few ought to be drawn the closer together
in ties of affectio n and sympath y. We are
born to die  ̂ and we die to live for ever.
Under the pre sent gracious dispen sation of
our Lord Jesus Chris ty who by his resur-
rection hath broug ht life and immortality
to light —the good man is empowered to
exclaim, amidst the ever -shifting scenes
of life, and under tbe severest paroxysms
of dissolution —It is well for time, and it
shall be well for eternit y !

Death of Joanna Soutlicott.
18l4j Bec.27tb.—Precisel y at 4 o'clock

in the morni ng" , died the pr etended pro-
phete ss Joanna Southcott. In ^>ne of the
ear ly number s of our last volume we re-
corded a prediction of thi s extraordinary
woman , that towards the end of the year
she should usher SMloh into the world ,
whom she had miracul ousl y conceived in
her 66th year . Stran ge and fanati cal as
this prediction was, it met with more be-
lievers than could have been expected , in
what is termed this enligh tened age . We
ha.ve now to register the circumstances of
an event , which has blaste d the hopes of
those who were anxiousl y waitin g* for its
fu lfilment . Du ring the last ten weeks of her
life, Joanna was confined to her bed by
sickness and was able to take little or no
solid sustenance ; soon after her confine-
ment she was pre vailed upon to cal l in the
assistanc e of a Mr. Want  ̂ an experienced
surgeon , who> appears to have been the
firs t who raise d serious doub ts in her mind
concernin g the reality of her pregnancy ,
by stati ng it as his decided opinion that
there was no foundation for its belief, and
that her disease must eventuall y terminate
in death. He afte rwards explained more
full y the grounds of his opinion in a letter
to- her constant attendant and secretar y,
Ann Underwood , at the same time re com-
mending" such medicines as might alleviate
the violence of her disorder th ough they
could not effect a cure . The answ er , which
by the direction of Joanna he rece ived,
shews what a great degre e of infatuatio n
still possessed her ; she expressed a " de-
termination not to take medicine un less es-
pecially directed so to do by the Lord."
Mr . Want , anxious to discharge his pro -
fessional duty , proposed that she should
tt uder g-o an examination , that the precise
natu re and state of her disease might b«
ascertained 5 but to. this pr udent pro posal
neither she nor her fr iends would accede ;
nfcr refusal was accompan ied by a declar a-
tion, that u if she was not pregnant with a
liuntan being, she was datid fied th«re tyfttf
ft ettt e* bving crea ture witliib ifcr ."

nfcr refusal was accompan ied by a declar a-
tion, that u if she was not pregnant with a
liuntan being, she was datid fied th«re tyfttf
ftet tte * living creature witliib ifcr ."



case *a« #h0t$d appear as dead for thre e or
fo4ir *iay«5 no- -ferae should be used to ex-
tric ate tha ^̂ ld, but *o leave her accord -
ing-4o tbe <iireetfons given by the Spirit ,
to be Itep t as -warm as possible till there is
a visible change taken place either in life,
or that actual deatfh has take n place to the
-f ilii -satisfaction of he r friends . *'

In this state of mind , waverin g betwee n
hope and despair , she appea rs to have lin-
gered till the day of her death . For a few
hours before this awfu l event she was in-
sensible though with some lucid intervals .
During these she appeare d consci ous of
her appr oaching 1 dissolution , which her
disciples regarded as a prelude to that
birth which they so -eagerl y and so blindly
expected. She now dictated a Will, in
which she expressed her conviction that
$he had ibeen visi ted by some good or evil
spirit. Hop ing- that she should soon re-
vive, *vbich she was satisfied would be the
case if- she J iad been visited foy the Lord ,
she .desired she might be preserved with
every tender care for ^owr days after disso-
lution , the fourth being that on which,
under Prov idence , she expected she should
be /restored to life and delivered . If. that
period expired without any symptoms of
re-animation , she directe d that her ] bod y
might be submitted to skilful operators .
Soon afte r she had thus made known her
pleasure she expired -

No painfu l feelings were excited by this
event in the minds .of Joanna 's prosel ytes .
One <of them said that u her soul would
return , .having only gone to heaven to le-
gitima te the child wjiich would be born .'*
They proceeded to wra p the corpse in wa rm
blankets, to app ly bottles of hot wate r to
the fet , and to keep the room warm in
which she lay, hop ing1 by th ese means to
prepare the body for the retur n of the spir it ,
which they considered a* merely " gone
for a while ." The news of peace with
Americ a arrived on. the day of bar death ,
a circu mstance which insp ired her follow-
ers with fresh confidence . ;U If you do not
<see tha t God is about to do- a great work ,
you must be blind indeed ,'' exclaimed one of
them . Two days after her death, alth ough
putr efact ion had evidentl y b«gun to take
place, still their confidence was unabated .
Of the reviv al of Joanna .they had no
doubts, and all their anxiety was, that the
world might be convinced she was reall y
dead . Nine medical gentlemen were called
*n to have ocular demonstr ation of this
fact , and a declaration was published in the
dail y Papers, from which we extract the
following remar kab le passage. 4i Her
friend* know her to be dead , but the arm of
the Lord .is not shortened , and if he is
about to do a gceat work upon the earth ,as tliey 4rmly believe he is, they know that
ne.caa as easily mine the dead to jiife^as
owakea person out of a trance . Mrs . South -eotVt wor ilo always have been. Sthat death

or life would end the stri fe ;' and om that
groun d her believers rest the question. "
This infatuation continued the third and
even the fourth day , and the medical gen-
tlemen who were appointed to open the
body, wer e not permitted to touch it til l
the exp irat ion of the last minute of the ap-
pointed time : crowds assembled before the
door , and the inqu iries respectin g her re-
an imatio n were made with the most anx-
ious hope, an d the most eager expecta -
tion. The expiration of four days and
ni ghts brou ght not with it Ihe destruction
of the^e hopes, and when her followers
were forced to relinquish all expectation
that the li fe of the mother would be re-
stored, they still expected the birth of the
promised child . " Their disappointmen t
(says Dr . Reece) on the opening of the
body, may be better conceived than de-
scrib ed . It was stro ng-ly dep icted in every
countena nce. They had all pictured to
them selves many happy days , the enjoy-
ment of heaven on earth . This unexpected
chan ge, so suddenl y coming upon them,
was too much to bear. None howeve r
condemn ed her as an impostor. One de-
clare d that he would ever revere her me-
mory , and once a month visit the spot
where she was laid with pious and reve -
renti al awe !"

On Monda y, Jan . 1st, her remains were
interred with the g rea test pri vacy . The
cor pse was accompan ied by th ree or fou r
friends in disguise ; and the few specta-
tors whom curiosity attracte d around
the grave , had not the slightest suspicion
that the coffin befo re them contained the
body of Joanna Southcott.

Thus ended a delusion which has at
once sur prised and disgraced our age and
count ry . In going over the particulars
above stated, we hav e doubted whethe r
Joa nna herself was not in some measure
one of its dupes . Two of her physicians
have published accoun ts of her illness and
death , and they both agre e that " she was
more infatuating than infatuated? "* But
for the honour o»f human nature , we hop e
that to persist in imposture when in the
prospec t of app roachin g death , an d even
to . die with it falling from the lips, is a
height of wickedness impossible to be at-
tained . On this question op inions will
vary , and we must leave her in the hands
of the mercifu l J ud ge of all the earth , who
in the day when the secrets of all hearts
shall be disclosed , will do right . Whether7 c5
Joanna was deluded or not , it is plain from
the published accounts that she was ex-
ceeding ly ignorant : and it is sur pri sing
that without any attractions of body or
mind , she should have made such an im-
pre ssion on the reli gious world. Sur-
pri sing as this appears , it may be accoun t-
ed1 for , and we do not blaipe bat pity the-
credulity. of her followers. The blame must
attach to the popula r system t>f religion
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, Christian Tract Society .
'T'HE sixth anniversar y of this Society

was holden on Wednesd ay the 16th of
November last , at the old London Tavern
Bishopsgate Steet . At the meeting for
business Willian Frend Esq. was called
to the chair. The Report of the Com-
mittee was read by the Secretary. It
commenced by stating' the continued
prospe rity of the Society during - the last
year ; thou gh owing* to some circum stances
which were explained , nei ther the num-
ber of New tracts published , nor the
tota l number circulated dur ing that in-
terv al had been so great as in the former
year. Onl y one New tract had been pri nted
and two of the former tracts reprinted ,mak-
iugr altogether 9000 csopies. The Com-
mitt ee state d however , that they had left two
Ma nuscri pt Tracts to be published by thei r
successors, and intimated tha t it was likely
a new volume would be completed against
the annual distribution of the Tracts to
the subscri bers . It appear ed that up to
this time the Society had pri nted in all
about 200,000 Tracts , of which about
140,000, have alread y been circulated .
Tie Society 's pr operty was state d as fol-
lows :
Estimated value of the stock in £. s. d

hand .,  245 0 0
JDife to the Society from the pub -

l isher*, &c 140 0 0

385 0 0
Due from the Society )«j  g  ̂

-%
for print ing-, &e. i ( ,0 n2 nBala nce due to the ?  ̂ n a 4 5* 12 °
Treasur er J

2 7 9 6j

Amount of the Society's pre - > -£ «*<>fi ft nsent pr operty i . . , . 5

The Committee havin g state d their
opinion that considerable inconvenience
had been experienced from the Anniver -
sary of the Society bein g* held in Novem-
ber , it was resolved , that in futur e the
ann ual meetings shall be held on the first
Thursday in the month of Feb rua ry, and
tha t the next Anni versar y be postponed to
the firs t Thursday in February , 1816.

Thanks were voted to the severa l officers
of the Society, for their services during the
llkat year.

The following* gentlem en were elected
into office for the year ensuin g.

in vain would preten ded prophets and pr o-
phetesses attempt to deceive . mankind
Let the name of Joanna Southcott be re-
mem be red by the reli gions world , and lei
it be a lasting warnin g that Reason, Un-
derstandin g*, Evidence and Faith , ought
ever to go hand in hand.

James Esda ize Esq. Treasurer.
Rev. Thomas Rees Secre tary.

Committee . Rev. R . Aspland , Mr. Foster ,
Mr. Silver , Mr . Spy ring, Mr. Parker , Mr .
Hart , Mr. Gibson, Mr. Titford , Mr. Roberts ,
Mr . Parkes , Mr. Hall.

Auditors. Mr. £.L. Mackmurdo , Mr ,
W. Fiend. Mi\ John Tay lor.

The subscri bers and other friends to the
Society afterwards dined together to th %
numbe r of Eighty. Joh n Chri stie Eeq,
in the Chair. The evening was spent
in a manner highly to the satisfa ction of
all present. Among the gentlemen who
addr essed the meetin g* were the Treasurer ,
(James Esdai le Esq.) Mr. Alderman Wood,
Mr. Alderm an Goodbehere , Mr. Frend ,
Mr. Rutt and Mr. Gibson. We rejoice
to be able to add that a considerable ad-
dition was made to the list of subscriber *.

CO Intelligence.—~Christia,7i Tract Society.
which has long laboure d to destroy the
natural connexion between reason and
faith , and has hence led to the idea , that
the more wonderfu l a doctrine is, the more
worth y it is of belief. If the Minister s of
the gospel would teach their hearers to
expect evidence before they gave assent ,

INTEL LIGENCE.

Manc hester  ̂ Dec. 31, 1814.
T^H E Quarterl y  Meeting of Ministers,

generally denominated Presb yterian ,
in Manche ster and its vicinity , was held
on Dec. 28. 1814. Twent y-one ministers
present. The Rev. Mr. Parker performe d
the devotiona l services, and the Rev, D.
Jones pre ached from Ecdes. viL 10. Two
new members were added to the associa-
tion . The next meetin g will be at Roch-
dale on Good Friday , Mr. Parker will bt
the prea cher, and Mr. Whitelcg g his sup-
porter . The dinner , at which forty- twp
Gentle men were present , wag at the Bridge-
water Arms. Among other topics of less
importan ce, the circumstances of our Uni -
tari an breth ren at Oldham were pressed
upon the attention of the meeting , and
about fi fty pounds was immediatel y sub-
scribed for the purpose of erecting *n
Unitarian , Cha pel in Oldham . It may not
be improper here, perha ps, to inform om
Unitarian breth ren in general , that con-
tributions for the -above pur pose are to
be transmitted to the Rev. Wm. Harri son,
Manchester. In the course of the after-
noon, the Treasurer of the Manc hester
New College, York , (to whom our grea t
obligation can never be forgotten) gar e
information respecting that valuabl e In-
stitutio n highly inte resting to the meeting" .
Our Dissentin g breth ren throug hou t tb«
United Kingdom cannot be too much im-
pressed with the value and ad vantages of
such an Institution , and they doubtlefli
will never suffer it to languish for want of



-adequate support and countenance ; on
the contrary, they will exert themselves to
improve its pr esent flourishing state . It
is an Institution eminentl y well calculated
lor the educa tion of the gentleman and
the divine . The business of the Lanca-
shire and Chesh ire Book und Trac t Socity

When Greece had obtained that supe-
riority over her neighbours , which has
been so much celebrate d in the literar y
world , all the nations arou nd her were
held in soverei gn contem pt. It was for-
gotten in what abject state th is countr y lay
a f ew centuries before ; and it was not anti-
cipated that the descendants of these giants
in literatu re, science and politics, would
become the most abjec t and desp icable
slaves, unmindfu l of the fame of their an-
destors , and incapable of man ly exertion.
This is no uncommon erro r, each nation in
its turn embraces a similar feeiinsr of con-
tempt for those who are less distin guished,
or less favoured by circums tances , calcu-
lated to improve our speeies . In our days
it has been gravel y discussed , whether the
Blacks are not of an inferior race to our -
selves*, and it has been ar gued, that na-
ture designed them to be slaves to the

v Wjbite*; that is, that the God of Natur e had
distinguished the sons of Adam into two
•lasses, and tha t one part of the famil y
should inherentl y possess the right of mal-
tre atin g the other part at its pleasure .
Wihere, it was contended , are to be found
*»y proofs of manl y intellect under a blac k
skin ? Their minds are low and grove lling,
And thei r bodies to be inured to labour onlylf und er the lash of the task -master ? How
could it be otherwise , when all the avenues
to knowledge were shut up to them $ all
the rewards of individual exertion were de-
nied to them ? The experience of the last
ten years is worth more than folios of con-
tr oversy. We have geei* the Blacks in a
different situatio n. They have broken their
jbain g. They have asserte d their rights.
They have indeed committed murders and
massacres ; but in these acts of cruelt y
*nd bar barity , they have only followed
*t a humble distance the example of
their White and more civilized breth ren .
The splendour of a court , the gorgeous
par ade of the pri nce ; the magnificent
add ress, the pride of rank , the diss
play of shews, distin guish the mansions?f whit e royalty : how easily this is to
*« done, and how fit the sable soverei gns
*r* to vie with their breth ren, ban been»e«n in the cpurt of the sovere ign of Ifayti.
*here remains anothe r kind of comparison ,*¦«* U this the? sable cou rt does not appear

was tran sacted the following mornia g. -The
state of its finances is flourshing , and there
is a prospect of its pro ving very usefu l it*.
promoting- its object—Th e k nowledge . of
Ch ristia n truth and the practice of virtu e.

W J.

to be at all inferior to any of those which
are now disp lay ing their talents at the Con-
g ress of Vienna. Hayti is expecting an
attac k from France . In these cases it is
usual for courts to issue a manifesto , ex-
plaining the justice of their cause ; and the
last month has exhibited to Europe a spe-
cimen of political views, as they are enter -
tained by our brethren , whose skin is dif-
feren tly coloured from our own. * These
are the men , who a few year s back ,
groaned under the lash . They are new sen-
sible of the benefi ts of freedom , and with
thei r libert y they have acquired just no-
tions of their rights . Amidst the numerous
proclamations that have issued from the
Wh ite courts , not one is supen oT to the
manifesto of the Empero r of Hayti $ and ,
if we may jud ge of the probability of ex-
cellence in other bran ches of knowled ge,
from this specimen of diplomatic talent , we
may antici pate researches in science, and
productions of literatu re from our hitherto
degraded bre thren  ̂ that shall vie with the
finest of those who have hith erto vainl y
conceived , that they were entit led to as ma-
nifest superiority over the African s as the
Greeks claimed over the Barbarian s. Who
kno ws, indeed , whethe r England herself
may not sink to a state as base as that ot
Greece , when in future blac k universities
the tab les may be tu rned , and the Whit*
become the degrad ed colour.

This reflection may be of use in the pre -
sent times, when writers are so fond of
feeding the pride and vanit y of this nation ,
by displays of the greatne ss of its do-
minion , the strength of its navy , the num-
ber of its towns , the splendour of its
wealth , the super iori ty of its skill in art *
and manufactures . A volume has been
latel y pub lished , in which all these thin g*
are brou ght under the nicest rules of cal -
cu lat ion, and in reading the details of our
greatness , we cannot but reflect on the
message of the prop het to Hezekiah , after
he had entertained the embassado rs from
Bab ylon. The true question on the situa-
tion of states is the use they have made of
the advantages they have enjoyed -y and
here we shall , perhaps , find more cause
for hum ility than pride . Great Brtiai n, by
the reformation , was placed in a more fa-
vou rable situation than the Catholic coua-
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trie *. 8 lie bas in a imncli greaier degree
enjoyed -the liberty of the press and per-
sooai independence . Has she availed her-
self in a suitable maa ner of these ad v an-
ta ges ? Has she improved her laws , cor-
rected erroneous notions of reli gion , at-
tain ed to the tr ue standard of morality,
which such ad vantages , for upwards of
tvr o centur ies, ought to have produced ?
Is there less o£ murder , forgery, de-
bauchery , immorality of ever y kind tha n
in other States less favoured : and if less,
in what degree ? We have possessed, it is
certain , greate r advanta ges than other na-
tions, but hare we turned these ad van -
tages to the best account ?

The Congress ut Vienna continues its
labours , and we are told , with irrdefati-
tagable industry . There is bustle enough
<with Emperors , Kin g-s, Embassadors and
Princes ; :aud the newspaper s of different
<jcninti?ies continue to amuse the public
iwikh surmises on the proj ected changes in
the state of Europe. We cannot find
f ault with the obscunitv that han ^s over
the deliberations of the Congress . The
strbj ectts under tliscu ssion are-doubtless of
the highest importance , and we are con-
tent to wait r in patience for the final resul t ,
which <is Ho shew us what improv ement has

^been made in political *wisdoin , and whe-
feber the Princ es, of the Earth have been
tau ght, by past experience , to entertai n
p<n>per notions of justic e and the :true me-
thod of governin g nations , >not by arbi-
trar y caprice , but by rel igion 4 aod equity .
In .the mean time , we cannot but observe,
that DBe princi ple alone seems to gujde fhe
political Tvj iters : namely, that mankin d
were made ^br sovere igns—?not sovere igns
for mankind . Hence their thou ghts are
turned onl y to paper schemes ; to plans ,
ivhieh may be formed (easily by a set of men
with maps before them , and scissors to cut
out portions as suits their fancy . The
good of the people is the last thin g that en-
ters the mind of these sagacious politicians .
They sit down with the notion - that the
congre gated Soverei gns ar e little bette r
than a set of banditti met together to di-
vide Ihe ir plu nders , ^vhere each man is
ready to quarrel with his neighbour on th e
size of his por tion , and the whole are kept
together only on sordid views of self-inte-
rest , without the least regard to honour ,
morality or reli gion. But let us hope
better th ings of the Soverei gns themselves ;
*»d if we ar e disappointed , at least let us
repose confidentl y in -the -great truth , that
ther e is a God, who judgeth th e earth , and
wi li make ovsry measure conducive to an
end far diffe rent from that of the worldl y
politician .

Fran ce is graduall y recovering* tf voin its
distresses , and is much indebted to -'t he So-
vereign <for the improvement in its situa -
tion . Tl*e great question relativ e to the
emigrants is .-sot at re st , Uy -which »th e pre-

sent possessors are secur ed in the posses-
sion of their proper ty, and meaa s tar e tak-
ing to ind emnify the emigrant s for the
losses they have susta ined . The rumou«
of conspiracy have subsided , and the king
is received , when he goes to public places
with increasing .marks of attach ment. 2>if.
ficult ies will of cojirse asiaê  wJiere heJia s
such claims of gratitude for att achm ent
from «me party, wMle tit the same time,
the state of thin gs requires tha t a great de-
gree of confidence should be placed iu
those who have had the mana gement of af-
fairs durin g1 his absence . In all this he
seems to have been guided by a -spirit ' of
wisdom and pru dence ; and among hi»
virtues he possesses one which cannot be
too stron gly recommended to a prince, and
by which a state is soon recovered—eco-
nomy.

Spain , on the other hand , exhibits a
most disgrace ful picture . Arre sts conti-
nue to take place every day. The laqui -
sitioij and the prisons are filled. Past ser-
vices are forgotten. All are indiscr i^iirt *
nately seized. The affri ghted Spaniard
looks on, and no man knows , -whether the
next ni»*fit will find him in his bed or a
dun geon. In this stat e of confusion an
armame nt is prepared , of ten ihonsand
men, to bring back the inhabitants ^of
Buenos A yres to -their allegiance . We are
too little acquainted with.th e state af South
Amer ica to antici pate the resu lt of this
contest : but as the arm s of Brit ain were so
disgracefu lly foiled when the 'South Ame^j
ricans were less pre pare d, we cannot doubt"
that they are capab le of resistin g this >forc«,
or any other that the mrtther count ry can
brin g* against them. Perha ps they may
deta ch no smal l number of the troops ^sent
against them by similar grants of terri tory
to that which the United States has of-
fered to all who deserte d the standar d of
the invade r. '^

Afte r much anxiety on tbe subj ect of
America , the pleasing news was suddenly
an nounc ed, that the Commissioner s at
Ghent had come to an agreement . Ar-
ticles of peace were entered into , were soon
signed by the Regent here , and sent for-
ward to Americ a for the ratificatio n of the
Pres ident. We have only to w ish that it
will l>e lastin g, and that btoth partie s will
be impressed with the foll y of settl ing
their differences by the destructi on of thei r
fellow-creat ures . The United State s hwe
enou gh to do in conquering the vast extent
vof waste land that lies behind them, and
the nobles t tro ph ies they can rea r are those
which arise fro m converti ng a desert into «
fruitfu l field , instead of that miserab le an'l
wrenched tri umph which arises from the
destruction .of human life, lay ing waste the
lands of the industrious , an d destr oying the
mansions «rf c\ vilised life. Whilst they »if
enga ged in those real «triii mpliSj Grea
Britai n will be no lees usefully emyloyM *"
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iup^l#p£ tliem wit
*? 'her raanu^ure5 5

and thufr both countries will be acti ng the
true part, which seems to be allotted to
them by providence. Different sentiments
have been expressed by some of our poli-
ticians, who, notwithstanding the vi gour
s.hewn by France after the ruiu of her
finances, conceived that America was from
the same cause incapable of prolonged re-
sistance. But what could war do but in-
jure both countries, which by peace are ca-
pable of rendering" each other incalculable
tood services . We trust that the return of
peace will give to the lovers of peace many
advantages in their future arguments with
the advocates for war.

The employment of the faculties of man
in making* the elements subservient to his
use and for public convenience, is in agree-
ment with the roag*na eharta granted to
him at his creation . When lie abu ses
these powers in the destruction oi his t el-
low-creatures, whatever glory may be
thrown over military exp loits, he only
pj&ves what a degraded being he is, and
hew unworthy of the high character with
which he was invested by the God of na-
ture. Steam is now applied to passage-
boats and to the draft of wag-g-ons, but
little Was it thought that it would become
serviceable to literature . With great satis-
faction we record it, and we esteem the au-
thor of the invention hig-her than all the ge-
nerals of the age, that a printi ng1 press has
been put in acti on by steam, which enti rely
sffperscdes the labour of the press-men, and
brings the whole of their work within the
compass of children . A steam-eng ine of
two-horse power, puts in motion certain
cylinders and the form on which the types
are placed, so that the whole work of dis-
tributing the ink and pressing the paper,
is performed by machinery. Man has no-
tliiag else to do but to put the paper on
tilQ1 cylinder, and to take it off ag ain when
il is printed. The benefits of this disco-
very are incalculable, and relieve the
win d , depressed by the scenes of bloodshed
and slaughter, which it will be the busi-
ness of the historian to record of this
winked age.

Happy should we be, if England af-
forded continually these proofs of glorious
conques t, but the last month exhibits an
instance which is a sad proof of deprava-
tion of manners . A wretched man con-
ceived a criminal attachment for the yister
of his departed wife, and this sister was the
w»fe of a nobleman of hi g h rank , and a
mother . In spite of such obstacles he se-
duced her, to whom he oug ht to have been
a protector : carried her f rom a noble
Mansion, and the miserable female wais as»ort time afte r taken half dead fr<tan the
^einej into, which remors? had driven her.
J-ar^e damages have been obtained by thehusband, and a divorce will take place atth« next meeting of Parliament , Could

the seits and daughters of dissipation see
into what misery they plunge themselves,
would they thus madly violate the laws of
man and of God ! We feel unfeigned grkf
in recording" that thi s example has been s«t
where we should have hoped for better
things, for . the dep raved seducer is the
grandson of the amiable author of Search's
Light of Human Nature. u Let him who
tbinketh he standeth take heed lest he fail.1*

The property tax and the price of com
have excited a g reat deal of ttae pnWie at-
tention , and meetings have been held oa
these subjects :, and on the former very ge-
neral ly. The tax itself is assuredly liable to
great objections, and the mode of raising*
it, to many more } aad it may deserve re-
mark, that in tbe account of Poor Richard's
aphorisms on economy, he enters upon
them, by compari ng- the folly of people's
taxing* themselves by their own extrava-
gance, with the cruelty of a government,
if it could be supposed to exist, that
should exact a tenth of every man's in-
dustry . The tax made no difference be-
tween a man whose five hundred a-year
was deri ved without ex ertion, and was per-
manent, and that which was precarious,
and arose f rom labour. It is true, that the
best mode of taxing* a people is to do it
according to the means which each man
possesses of paying* the tax, or in othe r
words, that all men should pay in propor-
tion to the advantages which they derive
from the community for whose support the
taxes are rai sed ; and to reg*ulate taxation
in this manner is not so difficult as is gene-
rally imagined . But th en society must be
on a different plan from its present state,
and a princi ple of honour must exist,
which would, instead of each man 's endea-
vouring* to throw the burthen from his own
shoulder on that of his neighbours^ urg«
him not only to bear his own but to en-
deavour to alleviate that of those around
him. The contrary principle is, howev er,
the prevailing one, and marches forward
with unblusing face in most companies,
where the idle laug h to scorn the indus-
trious . In such a state, however, the ag-
gravations of the property tax. will be felt ,
and the inquisitorial scheme has a natural
tendency to break down the sp irit  of a
people. This has been verjrg-eneraJJy felt ,
and is plainly expressed in the petitions t©
Parliament; so that most probabl y the tax
will expire at the appointed time, and the
fu nding system affo rds sufficient means of
compensating for its loss.

The diminut ion in the price of eorn hai
excited fin alarm among the-farmers- anil
landholders far beyond what such an ad-
van tttg-e to the community at large cotritl
be ex pected to p rod uce among' the most
self-interested. It is said, that the farmer
cannot exist, if the corn con tinues at the
present price ; or in other words that the
landlord must diminish his vents. But is
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there a rea son why tfee landlord should not
diminish his rents , and is not the interest of
tne consumer to be considered ai well as
that of the grower ? The question was tried
in a part of Wiltshire in an extraordinary
manner , when 'a meeting - was holden to pe-
titi on the legislature on the subject , and
the landhold ers who called it , very injudi -
ciously introduced into their petition the in-
terest of the tradesman , the manufa cture r
and the laboure r, which very earl y in the
debate appeared to be unt enab le ground ,
and the interests of the growers was onl y
retained . But even with this emendation
the landholders ' point was not carried , for
•ne , who seemed to have entered more
deeply into the question than the others ,
put some close questions oil the increase of

AIPESEX1 N ANA2TA2I2 :
or , a new way of decidin g1 Old Controver -
sies. By Basanistes . 3rd Edition. Enlar g-
ed. 8vo. 7s.

A Plain View of the Unitari an Christian
Doctrine , in a Series of Essays on the One
God, the Father , and the Mediat or between
God and Men , the Man Christ Jes us. By
Richard Wri ght , Unitarian Missionar y.
12mo. 8s.

An Examination of the supposed Scri p-
ture Proof of the Doctrines of the Tr inity ,
and of the Deity of J esus Christ : With an
Answer to the princi pal Objections of Tii-
juitarians to the Unit arian Doctrine and its
Professors . By the same. 12mo. 2s. [This
Pam phlet is a separate public ation of the
Appendix to the Plain View .1

A Vin dication of the General Baptists,
from some Aspersion s cast upon them in
the Lett ers published by the Rev. Jose ph
Irimey , respecting the Catholic Claims :
An Address at the General Baptist Meetin g--
House , Portsm outh . By A Member (Not
a Minister ) . 12mo.

A Practical Illustration of the Christian
System , shewing " its Reason ableness and
Moral Excellence ; chiefl y designed for
the Consideration of Youn g People, and

ERRATA AND ADDENDA IN VOL. IX .

rents relati vely to the price of labtour,
which pioved clearly that more th ing?
were to be taken into consideratio n tha»
the landholders imag ined , and several of
great propert y declaring themselves ad-
verse to the petiti on , the meeting brcke up
to the enti re confusion of those who had
called it. In fact, the real interest of no
one class in the community is to be sacri-
ficed to the emolument of another. The
growers of corn have possessed great ad-
vantages , but it does not follow that they
are to remai n for ever the same. They must
expect in common with the others good and
bad years , and it will be for the interest of
the prop rietors of lan d to let the whole
community partici pate in the advanta ges to
be expected from peace .

intended as a Preservative from Scepticism ,
Indifference and Cred ulity . By the R^f.
T. Finch , Minister of Salem Chapel , Lynn.
8vo.

The Scri pture Account of the Attributes
and Worshi p of God, and of the Characte r
and Offices of Jesus Christ. By Hopton
Hayn es, with a Biogra phical Sketch of the
Auth or , 4th edition 12mo. 5s .

A Sermon , on the Use of Reason in
Religion, Preached at George's Meeting ,
Exeter , Dec. 18th 1814. By James
Mannin g, 8vo. Is. l *

A Lette r to the Bishop of St. David 's,
on some extraordinary Passa ges in a charge
delivered to the Cler gy of his Dioces«,
in Sept. 1813. By A Lay Seceder.
8vo. Is.

The Progress of Intellectual , Moral and
Reli gions Improvement —a Discourse be-
fore the Unitarian Society , at Essex Stt&J &
Cha pel , March 31. 1814 : with an Ap-
pendix containing - a Summar y Review of
the Bishop of St. David 's Memorial , By
Thomas Belsham . 8vo. 5s.

Jesus of Nazareth , a Man app roved of
God . A Discourse before the Southe rn
Unitarian Society. By Ja mes Gilchri st.
12mo.

64 New Theolog ical Publications.
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P. 771. col. ii. line 2, for " Petminste r" read Pitm inster.
776, Note. At the end , add—Geddes was afterwards so dissatisfied with the term

skip-offering that he wished another to "be substitute d for it. Memoi rs of him by Good.
344, 356 (NoteJ .

778. col . i. line 20, from the top , afte r the word " modest " place a note of ad-
miration .

780. col . ii. line 2, from the top, for " Zenophon " read Xenophon .
784. col . ii. line 165 from the bottom , for u pr eeiaion" read precision .
787. col. i. line 21, from the top, place the inverted comjnas befor e the word s, tf e

Christia n Hebrewsf i$c.




