
Memoir of the late Rev. Joshua Tonl-
min9 D.D.

(Extrac ted hy permission from his Funeral
Sermon by his colleague, the Rev. John
Kentish .)

DR. JOSHUA TOULMIN was
born at London, on the eleventh

of May, 1740. How much he owed
to the care bestowed on him by his
parents, his own testimony will best
express. Amidst a thousand bless-
ings, for which, in future life, he ac-
knowledged his obligation to bow
with gratitude before the Father of
mercies, he deemed this, in a manner
the first and greatest, that in youth-
f ul years he felt the power and, by
the gracious disposals of heaven, was
led to obey the sacred dictates of re-
ligion.* He was sent for his classical
education to St. Paul's School, t Af-
ter he had enjoyed , during seven
years, the instructions of its able mas-
ters, lie removed to the Dissenting
Academy then under the charge of
Dr. David Jennings and Dr. Samuel
Morton Savage.;J the latter of whom
was his relation. In tliis seminary he
passed the usual term of a probationer
for the ministry among Protestant
Nonconformists, It ia much to his
honour that, from the commencement
of his theological studies, he combined
a love of inquiry and a desire of cou-
rageously professing what he jud ged
to be the t ruth with genuine modesty,
candour and devotion ; though, m
exercising the unalienable privilege of
a Christian, he had to encounter se-
vere remonstrances fro m his father and
mother as well as the displeasure of
Dr. Jennings.

* Sermons to Youth, (2nd ed .) Adver-
tisement, vii.

+ Historical View of the Protestant Dis-
inters, &e. 342.

X Life of Dr. Savage, prefixed to his
Sermons. (Pp. 6, 7*)

Mr. Toulmin's first settlement, &
a minister, was at Colyton, in De-
von shire. To this situation he carried
with him the warmest good wishes of
Dr. Savage, his invariable friend, who
considered his qualifications for pub-
lic service as very promising, and fa-
voured him with welcome and sea*
sonable advice.^f And here he formed
some highly desirable an d permanent
friendships. Of his intercourse at that
time with Bridport,tl an d with Exe-
ter,^ in particular, he was accustom-
ed ever afterwards to speak in term*
of more than common satisfaction.

In the year 1764 lie entered into
the matrimonial connexion with Jane,
youngest daughter - of Mr. Samuel
Smith* of Taunton ; the offspring of
which marriage were twelve children,
of whom only five survive.

While he was at Coly ton, he be-
came a decided advocate for adult
baptism, as opposed to that of infants,
and for the administration of the rite
by immersion . This change in his
opinion and practice, was produced
by reading and reflection : nor, at
any subsequent period of his life, did
lie see cause to be dissatisfied with it ;
though his sentiments on points of
doctrine and discipline were professed
with exemplary moderation towards
those from whom he differed . His
avowal, however, of the princi ples of
the A ntipoedobaptisls, rendered it ne-
cessary for him to leave CoJyton.

Accordingly, in March, 1705, he
removed to Taunton, where he suc-
ceeded Mr. Harrison ** in the pastor-

<ff Life of Dr. Savage, 13, 14.
|| Introduction to Sermon at Briduorl .
§ Dedication of the Letters to Sturges.
** The Rev. Richard Harrison was a

native of York, whither lie retired a f ew
years before his death, which took place
in December, 1781. To this gentleman
Mr .Touhnin dedicated the Memoirs ofth*
Life of Socinu« . For an account of Mr^
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ship of a society of Baptists , whose
worsh ip is addressed to the one God
and Father of all , in the name of Je-
sus Christ , and whose communion is
open to Christian s with whom they
do not agree on the question s con-,
cerning the mode and the subj ects of
bap tism.* In this relation , to which
he was introduced in the kinde st and
most disinter ested manner by his pre-
decessor, and unanimousl y invited by
the congregation , he passed n earl y
thi rt y-nine years. Here also he en-
gaged , for some time, in the honour-
able office of a teacher of youth. A
gentleman of great respect ability, who,
at the age of from eight to ten years,
was one of his scholars , retains , after
the lapse of almost half a century , a
lively impression of his char acteristic
mildness , and of his reputation for ac-
tive benevolence not only amon g the
several classes of Dissente rs at Taun -
tou but in the town at lar gest This
gentleman , too, has often heard a re-
lation with whom he himself then
lived, and who was a very benev olent
man , say that though he abhorred the
opinions of Mr , Toulmin (meaning s it
may be presumed , those which ar e
generall y denominated Uiiitarian), yet
there was no one whom he would
sooner accompan y to solicit the inha-
bitants on any schema of charity.

As earl y as the year 1769, he re-
ceived the degree of M aster of Arts
from the Baptist College of. Rhode
Island and Pro vidence in New Eng-
land: and , in 1794, on the represen -
tation of Dr. Price , Dr. Priestley and
Mr. Linds ey, he was honoured with
a diploma of Doctor in Divinity by
Harvard College in Cambrid ge, with -
in, the same state.

Near ly the last twelve years of his
life were spent at Birming ham , whi-
ther he removed in January, 1804, as
one of the pastors of the congregation
of the New Meeting-ho use. Though
he had previously declined to accept
invitati ons from Glouceste r and Great
Yarmouth ; thoug h, on one at least
of these occasions , he had yielded to

Har rison , an d for a list of his publi cations ,
qee the Appendix to the History of Taun-
ton, 30, &c.

*¦ H istory of Taunton , &e. p. 32.
•f See Lines addressed to Dr. Toulmin

(Mon . Rep , Vol . i. 670, 671), on heari ng-
his discourse to the supporters of the Uni-
tarian Fund , tfovettber 26ft 1806.

the importunity of the inhabit ants ofTaunton , who entrea ted him to con-
tin ue his various benevolent serv ices
among them , yet the hope of extended
usefulness and increasin g comfort now
overcame every other consider ation
In his new situat ion his spher e of ac-
tion was much enlarged and his hap-
piness au gmented . At Bir mingha m,
as in the scenes of his forme r residence
and ministry, he secured the cordial
love of those who were blessed with
his instructions and society, and the
esteem and good-wil l of men of differ -
ent denomination s in religion. In this
town , moreover , he exercised his ac-
customed diligence in advan cing, both
by his 'public discourses and his pen ,
what he regarded as the cause of
Christian truth , libert y and virtue.
At length , in the fulness of years ,
and with a larger share of solid repu-
tation than is the lot of most men in
the same profession , while they are
yet living, he pai d the debt of natur e,
Jul y 3Srd , 1815.

Having begun to experience some
of the infirmities of age, he had sig-
nified his intention of resigning his
pastoral charge at the termination of
the year. But, though the dissolu-
tion of the happ y relations which it
in volved was unexp ectedl y and pain-
fu lly hastened , he had been assured ,
in a manner exceedingly gratif y ing to
his feelings, of the very high place he
held in the esteem and affection of
his friends.

At the beginning of June , he re-
turned from a long visit in London :
and his health , apparentl y, was more
v igorous than usual . His journey to
the metro polis had been underta ken ,
partl y with * the view of his making
further preparations for an histor ical
work in \vhi«h he was employed. At
the same ti me* he felt a strong desire
to attend the annual meeting of the
British and Fore ign Bible Society, the
object and regulations of which he
heartil y approved , and in the success
of which he uniforml y expressed 9
lively inte rest. J In consequence also
of his being in London at that season
of the year , he embra ced the oppor-
tunit y of witnessing and grati fying the
anniv ersar y meetin gs of some other
reli gious bodies of which he was a
member.ll From his several iater -

J Mod . Uepos. Vol , vii. 583r &c
|| Mon. Kepos. Vol. tl. pp. 310, 320>
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views with his friends, in public and
in private, he had derived the exqui-
site satisfaction which a mind parti-
cularly susceptible of kind and social
affections never fails, on such occa-
sions, to receive. It is probable, how-
ever, that his exertions in wal king to
widely distant parts of the capital
were dispr oportioned to his years and
frame, and contributed to impair his
strength.

Similar exertions he thought him-
self called to make, yet more recently,
for the purpose of aiding and soothing
some of his near relations in their af-
fliction. Nevertheless, he filled his
pulpit on the Lord's Day before his
death : and one of the last acts of his
life was that of writing letters of con-
dolence and of friendshi p. After a
confinement of scarcely two days, he
sunk, rather rapidly and suddenly,
under his complaint, an affection of
the lungs. When the power of speech
had fled , he was observed, by a mem-
ber of his family, who incessantly
watched and tenderly loved him, to
be engaged in mental prayer : and his
looks and manner clearly signified the
lioly gratitude, peace and hope which
reigned within his breast. " Blessed
are those servants, whom the Lord,
when he cometh, shall find watching:
And if he shall come in the second
watch, or come in the third watch*and fin d them so, blessed are those
servants."*

A s a  writer, Dr. Toulmin has long
been known to the public. His works
ar e numerous , and may be classed un-
der the heads of biograp hy, history,
controversy, practica l relig ion and de-
votion. They bear the marks of his
char acter ist ic industr y and good sense,
as well as ©f th at methodica l arrange-
ment of his time an d thoughts which
enabled him to carry on a very ex-
tensive correspondence, in add ition to
h\s stated labours : and , while th ey
fur ther exhibit the compass of his
rea ding in his favourite departments
of study,t and the ardour of his mind
in the noblest of all designs, they
present, in the eminentl y pious an d
benevolent spirit that they breat he, a
distinct ion before which every other
excellence fades away. It wer e diffi-
°ult to mention the author in whose

* Luke xii . 37, 38.
"t Ecclesiastical biogr aphy an d history ,

devotiona l wr itings and practical divinity .

pag es we so completely see the man .•
the sweet and amiable teaiper which
delighted his friends in the conversa-
tions of the parlou r and the addresses
of the pul pit , never forsaJces him. His
candour, ingenuou sness and courtes y
are not to be exceeded. He says no-
thing to depreciat e, nothin g to pro-
voke an opponent : he doe* not write
for v ictory, but is always read y to re-
tract statem ents, rea sonin gs and opin-
ions which he discove rs , to be err o-
neous ; and the effect of this concili-
atory disposition frequentl y was, that
his theolo gical adversary becam e hia
personal friend.

A very pleasing instance of the en-
ergy of his goodness, occurred in the
year 1782 , when he published Let-
ters to the Rev. Joh n Sturges ,J in
answer to his Considera tions on the
pre sent state of the church estab lish-
ment. In these letters, the argument
of which is well unfolded and app lied
and constitutes an able defence of the
Protestant princi ple, the author , as
usual , is the gentleman and the Chris -
tian : and so highly charmed was Mr ,
Sturge s with their urb anit y that he
invited his friendl y antagonist to visit
him in Hampshire ; and thus was
laid the found ation of a mutual ac-
quaintance and esteem which both
parties cemented by an interchang e,
in future , of their respective public a-
tions. Nor was this a solitary exam-
ple. " Charity never faileth : but
whether there be prop hecies, they
shall fail ; whet her there be tongues ,
they shall cease ; whether there be
know ledge, it shall vanish away—but
Charit y never faileth ." fT

Dr. Toulmin entered on his minis -
terial office with th ose views of the
unity and supremacy of God the Fa-
ther , and of tiie derivation from him
of the powers , the , character and the
aut horit y of J esus our Saviour which
the continued inquiries of fi fty-four
years serve d to con firm \\ His hab its
there fore were . formed under the in-
fluence of these sentiments : and by
his examp le, even more than by his
wr itings, their p ractica l efficacy was
demonstrated. In their prog ress he

J Then M. A. afterwar ds D. D. Preben -
dary of Win chester and Chancellor of
that diocese. Nton. Repos. ii . 622. iii.
234—237.

^[ i Cor. xiii. 8.
|| Moa. Repos . Vol. x. 228.
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rejoiced : in all proper efforts for
diffusing them he actively concurred ;
and reflection on his piety, benevo-
lence and holiness should at least give
pause to th ose who would represent
belief in the undisguised proposition
*' there is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus," as hostile to the virtue,
consolations and hopes of human be-
ings.

The strain of his preaching was
practical, devotion al, scriptural and,
in the just sense of the word, evan-
gelical.* But though he overlooked
not the doctrines, evidences, motives,
promises and th reatening of the gos-
pel, he delighted to dwell on its pre-
cepts, spirit, history, triumphs and
final supremacy, and, most of all , on
the character of its founder. The
method of public inst ruction which
he recommended to his brethren , he
"Was in the habit of observing: he was
no friend to merely moral disquisi-
tions or to scholastic reasonings or to
speculation s on points which confes-
sedly are no parts of revelation (how -
ever some have attempted to deduce
them from its records), but thought
that a Christian preacher should dis-
course on passages of the Bible by
illustrating their connexion and im-
port, and then drawing from them
natural and pertinent reflections, f  Nor
-was any tnan more general ly accep-
table in our pulpits. His subj ects
^vere so appropriate, his manner of
delivery so affectionate and solemn,
his voice, for much the greater por-
tion of his life, so pleasing and so
deeply toned , that he was frequentl y
invited to officiate on public occa-
sions : and as none ever took warmer
pleasure in the duties of his profession,
so scarcely any one has printed an
equall y large number of single ser-
mons at the request of the persons be-
fore whom they were delivered.

To the virtues of Dr, Toulnain, as
a man and a Christian, it were diffi -

# " though he does not app ly the
l;erm Evangelical ^ in the sense in which
it is excl usivel y cla imed by a large num-
ber in the present day, yet he thinks it
truly belongs to those discourses the lead-
ing* design of which is to unfold and im-
prove the cliarajcte i of Jesus of Nazareth
as a messenger of mercy, &c. Sec." Pre-
face to Sermons, (1810) vi , vii .

f  Sermon ^t Dudley , June , 1813, 7—9.

cult to render justice. In the scale of
moral and religious worth he stood
exceedingly high, by the suffrages of
all who had opportuniti es of estima-
ting a character that would bear the
strictest investigation. He was one
of the last persons who would have
suffered it to be said of him that he
had few or no defects : without doubt
however, they were more visible to
his own humilit y and modesty than
to the eye of man. His integrity and
honour, his independence of princi .
pie, his steadfastness as a friend , his
fidelity in the execution of various and
important trusts, his meekness and
gentleness so greatly resembling those
of Christ, his Master, his gra t itude
for benefits conferred , his unwearied
zeal in doing good to others, in ren-
dering even the most triflin g services
to persons of low estate, his uniformly
quick sense of compassion for human
woes, his sympathy with the d istres-
sed, his care to avoid even the ap-
pearance of evil and to give no mj iie-
cessary offence, his admirable govern-
ment of his passions, his freedom from
every thing like envy, jealousy and
detraction , the simp licity of his man-
ners, the candour of his soul,—all
these solid and attractive qualities
arose from his piety and Christian
faith. That piety, never ostentatious,
yet habitual ly energet ic, was n&aui-
fested not only in the fervour with
which he conducted social worship
and in his administration of religious
ordinances, but in the whole course
of his life, in the activity of his youth
and manhood, in the serenity of his
age, and especiall y in his resign ation
to the Divine will , in his cheerfu l,
thankful spirit , under heavy trials.
Thoug h, more than most persons, he
had a good report of all men as well
as of the truth , yet there were occa-
sions, forgotten perhaps by none so
soon as by himself, on which he had
been unju stl y and unhandsomely treat-
ed ; and though the current of his do-
mestic bliss was generally pure, it was
sometimes disturbed and embittered.
On such a heart as his no common
wound was inflicted by the loss of
promising and amiable children. Still ,
whatever were the feelings of the man
and the father, the principles and
hopes of the Chri stian were unspeak-
ably stronger ; his eye was fixed on
immortality.

$6$ Memoir of the late Rev. Josh ua Toulmin , D. D.



The followin g is as correct a list as
1 have been able to form of Dr. Toul -
min's works, classed under the seve-
ral h eads of Biograp hy, History , Con-
troversy' y Prac tica l Hel ig ion and De-
votion.

BIOGRAPHY.

1. Memoirs of the Life, Character,
Senti ments and Writin gs of Faustus
Socinus. London 1777* 8vo. pp. 471.

Of this work, published by sub-
scription , a copy is rarely to be pur-
chased. The author's " design (pref.
ii. iii.) was not to compose a critical
history of Socinianism, but to draw
the character of Socinus in that famil-
iar and popular manner in which lie
would represent the life of any great
and good man." It may be added
that he has been strictly impartial ;
not having concealed the failings of
the subject of these memoirs.

2. A Review of the Life, Charac-
ter and W ritings of the Rev. John
Biddle, M. A. who was banished to
the Isle of Scilly, in the Protectorate of
Oliver Cromw ell, London, 1789.
12mo. pp. 186.

This, instructive biographical nar-
rative was reprinted by the London
Unitarian Book Society, in 179 1, and
has been extensively circulated.

S. The Life of Dr. Samuel Mor-
ton Savage ( Prefixed to a posthumous
volume of his Sermons, of which Dr.
Toulmin was editor) : 8vo. pp. 23.

A very pleasing memorial of the
gratitude, affection and candour of the
biographer as well as of the attain-
ments, talents and virtues of the ven -
erable person whose history and cha-
racter are here sketched.

4. Memoi rs of the Life of Daniel
Neal, M.A. (Prefixed to a new edi-
tion of that author's History of the
Puritans, &c.) : Bath and London,
1793. 8vo. pp. 42.

The Rev. Edward Parsons, of Leeds,
much to liis hon our, has reprinted
these Memoirs* as an introduction to
his abrid gment of the above History,
&c.

5. Biographical Preface to a Post-
humous Volume of Sermons, by the
Rev. Thomas Twining. London, 1801.
&vo. pp. 16.

6. Memoirs of the Rev. Charles
Bulkeley. (Prefixed to three posthu-
mous volumes of that gentleman's
Rotes on the Bihle) 1802. 8vo. pp. 48.

7. Memoirs of the Rev. Samuel
Bourn , &c. with an Appendix, con*
sisting of various Papers and Letters,
and Biographical Notices of some of
his Contemporaries, and a Supp lement,
containing Specimens of his Histori-
cal and Catechetical Exercises. Bir-
mingham and London. 1808. &vo.
pp. 373.

Dr. Toulmin's settlement with the
congregation of the New Meeting-
house, in Birmingham (of which Mr.
Bourn was, for many years, one of
the ministers), " forcibly suggested
the design of d rawing up a biographi-
cal work which might revive the
memory and extend the name of a
man, peculiarly eminent and useful
in his day and circle ; and which
might hold up to young ministers a
pattern of exemplary ardour and zeal
in the duties of the pastoral office and
in the cause of religious liberty I"

To the same class may be referred
the sermons published by Dr. Toul-
niin, on occasion of the deaths of
friends, many biographical sketches*
which he inserted in different period-
ical publications, and one or two that
he printed in the form of small tracts,
among which is a Memoir of Mr. Ed-
ward ElwaU, Bilston, 1808, pp. 11.

(II. )
HISTO RY.

1. The History of the Town of
Taunton, in the County of Somerset
(embellished with plates). Taunton
and London, 1791- 4to. pp. 191.

2. Appendix to History of Taun-
ton.

This History was published by sub-
scription ; and copies of it have long
since ceased to be on sale. It is a
pleasing and intelligent performance,
written in a manly yet candid spirit.
In the preface the auth or expresses
his hope.that he has not " directed
his thoughts to subjects totally foreign
from the nature of liie profession in
which he appears. He has brought
forward," as he adds, " some curiou*
particulars, which, in a few years
more, for want of being recorded,
would be irrecoverabl y lost. His
work will hold up many instances of
exertion, directed to the benefit of

* Of these a delinea t ion of the charac -
ter of the late Rev. John Ward y of Taun-
tori) merits particu lar notice. Protestant
JHssewters' Magazine, Vol. iv. 241—-251.

»
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the tow n, as domestic examples , to
awaken a spirit of emulati on . And
it wiJl display, before the reader , a
scene, which must instruct and affect
every one, who has any idea what
liberty y civil or reli gious, mean s : li-
bert y, that best birth-ri ght of Eng-
lishmen ; and , nex t to Christian ity,
the most precious gift of heaven ."

1 he judicial and military cruelties
that were practised at Taunton , soon
after the defeat of the Duke of Mon-
taouth , are related by Dr. Toulmin
with great animation arid pathos. In
pp. 166, 16? , a note occurs in which
one part of the conduct of Colonel
Kirk is admirabl y discussed . On the
account in this His tor y, of the circui t
of Jud ge Jeffries , pp. 146, &e. the
author was honoured with a lette r,
May 3rd , 1802, from the late Ri ght
Honourable Charles James Fox. See
Historical V iew of the Dissenters , pp
513 and 514 (note).

8* The H istor y of the Puritans , &c
By Daniel Neal , M. A. a new edi
tion , revised , cor rected and enlarged
Bath and London , 1793, , 1797. 5 vols
8vo.

A republication of Mr. Neal's highly
valuable wor fc: was much rteeded. The
edito r of it " has reviewed the ani-
madversion s of Bishops Maddox and
Warburton * and Dr. Gre y ; and giv-
en the result of his scrutin y in notes ;
by which the credit of the author is
eventuall y established ," In the sup-
plement , Dr. Toulmin has present ed
his readers , with a full abstract of the
history of the English Quakers , or
society of Friends : and the liberal
and impartial spir it in which he writes
concernin g them was greatl y approv-
ed by that respectable bod y of Chris -
tians. So far indeed was he from
wishing to make his edition of Neal
a vehicle for convey ing particula r
opinions in Theology, that , althou gh
he had sentiments of his own , he was
eager to commend goodness and worth
whereever they are found : and he
rej oiced in the consciousness of a dis-
position to grant to oth ers perfec t li-
bert y to avow, defend and disseminate
their sentiments , thoug h opposite to
his, and could give them the praise

* Wa rburton , as appears from Hurd 's
Life of him , dre w up his animadvers ions
©ja Neal in a very careless manner : and
they are genexall y considered a» jmwortfiy
of his ©w» reputatio n.

due to thei r abilit ies and char acter sVol. iv. Edito r 's Advertisement.
4. An Historical View of the Stat eof the Prot estan t Dissenter s in Eng-land , and of the Progress of Fr ee In-quiry and Reli gious Liber ty, from theRevolution to the Accession of Queen

Anne. Bath and Lond on, 1814. 8vopp. 592.
To this volum e a ver y numerous

list of subscribers is prefixed . It was
the au thor 's intention , had his life
been continued , to have publish ed a
second volume, in which he would
hav e brou ght dow n the history of
the Dissenters to the accession of his
present Majesty. 'Some pre parat ions
he had been makin g for this purpos e
during many past months ,f and al-
most to the day of his death : but the
state of his papers for bids the hope of
any further result of his litera ry la-
bours being given to the world.

The Historical View, &c. was a fa-
vourite undertakin g of Dr. Toulmin's.
He had announced the design so long
since as the year 1793 m,% and he
deeply lamented the obstructions that
impeded the accomplishment and pro-
gress of his work. The direction of
his studies and the leading qualities of
his mind , fitted him for executing it
advanta geously to his reader s, and
honourabl y both to himsel f and to
the bod y of Protestant Nonconform-
ists.

an.)
CONTROVERSY.

1. Baptism.
I. A Letter to the Society of Pro-

testant Dissenters at the Octago n in
Liver pool. London : 1766. 8vo. pp.
44.

This tra ct is a very cand id illus-
tration and defence of the pr inciples
of Anti paedobaptists. In pp. 24, Q5f
the author , with his characte ristic in-
genuousness , recommends to be pe-
rused , on the side of infant bapt ism.
Mr. (after war ds Dr. ) Fleming 's Tra cts
on Baptism , Bap tism of Inf ants a rea-
sonable service, and Dipping not the
only  mode of Bap tism—«and, on the
other side, Burrong Jis on P ositive In-
stitutions , with the Def ence, Letters
on Bapt ism^ to the author 

of the

**t Mon , Repos . x. 390. *
J Advertisement to the firs t vol . of Neal ,

&c. .
§ The writ er of these letter s was «•
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plain account of the Sacrament (Bish-
op Hoadly), Wiltorts Manual, and
Mr. Bulkley's Chapter on the subject
in his CEconomy of the Gospel.

2. A short Essay on Baptism, in-
tended to elucidate the question con-
cerning the extent and perpetuity of
its obligation, London, 1786. 8vo.
pp. 38.

3. Four Discourses on the Nature,
Design, Uses and History of the Or-
dinance of Baptism, with a Preface
containing some Strictures on Dr.
Priestley's Letters to an Antipaedo-
baptist* and on some passages in Mr.
Dyer's " Nature of Subscription" and
Mr. FrendV" Letters to the Bishop
of Lincoln." London, 1811. 12mo.
pp. 9*.

4. A Practical Discourse on the
Moral Uses and Obligations of the In-
stitution of Baptism, designed to as-
sist a serious and judicious obedienee
to it. London and Bristol, 1773.
12mo. pp. 84.

This Discourse, though, conforma-
bly with its title, it be practica l, is
written however on the assumption
of Antipaedobaptism being a scriptu-
ral practice and command. The ex-
cellent author acted consistently with
his own views of the case in making
the assumption the basis of his re-
marks : and the pr actical Discourse is
placed under this class of his works,
for the purpose of the reader's seeing
a complete enumeration of the tracts
published by Dr. Touhnin on the
subject of Baptism.

2. Nonconformity.
1. Two Letters on the late appli-

cation to Parl iament by the Protes-
tant Dissenting Ministers : one, an
Address to the Dissenting Laity on
the subject of those applications: the
other, an Inquiry into the Lawfulness
of the Declaration proposed to be
substituted in the room of Subcrip-
tion to the Articles of the Church
of England. London, 1774. 8vo.
PP. 85.

fete Uev. Willia m Foot, of Br istol : and a
flew impression of them was edited, in
1787. hy Dr . Tou lmiii, who added a Pre -
face, To the above list, Towgood' s Bap -
*i$m of Infant s  ̂ a reasonable service, and
a Tra ct of the late Rev. Joh n Palmer 's, of
London, on the same subj ect , may be
*dd«d.

* That Anti paedoba ptist was Dr , Toul-
*i&. Pref ace to Four Discourses, &c , vii.

In the former of these letters (49)
the author asks, « What is the Bible
itself but an history of Nonconform-
ity throug h the different ages of the
world, an history of the extraordi-
nary measures and appearances of di-
vine Providence to countenance and
support it ?

The second letter maintains the law-
fulness of the declaration adverted to
in the title-page : it was the subject
of some anim adversions from the pen
of the late Rev. Joh n Fell 3 anil Mr.
Toulmin afterward s renounced the
sentiment of whi ch he had been the
ad vocate.

2. Letters to the Rev. John Stur-
ges, M. A. in Answer to his Conside-
rations on the present state of the
Church Establishment. London, 1782.
12mo. pp. 87-

3, A Letter to the Bishops, on the
Application of the Protestant Dissen-
ters to Parliament, for a Repeal of
the Corporation and Test Acts, in-
cluding Strictures on some Passages
in the Bish op of Gloucester's (Dr.
Halifax's) Sermon, on January SOth,
1788-t London , J789. 8vo. pp. 45.

4. The Observation of Festivals arrd
Holy-days considered, in a Sermon,
preached at Taunton, on Christmas-
day, 1770. Bri stol. l£mo. pp- 23.
S. Christian Doctrines* a?id, in part i-

cj dar y the Obj ect of Worship  and
the Rank of Christ.
1. " The Manner of contending for

the Faith considered,'' in a Sermon*preached at Taunton, to which i&
subjoined, A Letter to the Reverend
Mr. Rooker, occasioned by his Ser-
mon, on the sarnie subject, lately pub-
lished. London and Taunton , 1771.
Svo. pp. 52-

&. A Free arid Serious Address to
the Christian Laity, especially such
as embracing Unitarian Sentiments
conform to Trinitarian Worship. To
which is prefixed an Introduction j
wherein the worship of the Holy Scri p-
tures is contrasted with the worship
of the Church of England , and of
Dissenters. London , 1781. 8ro.
pp, 114.

This Address, of which more than

* This tract is indeed anonymous : and
so are a few other pamp hlets which have
a place in the pr esent Catalogue . How-,
ever ? I have the best authority for say ing*
that Dr. Toulmin was the writer of then .

Memoir of the late Rev. Josh ua Toulmin, D *D *  671



one edition has been given to the pub-
lic, is n oticed with merited appro-
bation by Mr. Lindsey, in his His-
torical View, Sec. pp 399, 400
(Note),

3. The Practical Efficacy of the
Unitarian Doctrine considered ; in a
Series of Letter? to the Rev. Andrew
Fu l ler : occasioned by his pubJication
entitled u The Calvinistic and Socin-
ian Systems examined and compared ,
as to their Moral Tendency." To
which is added the secon d edition of
an Essay on the Grounds of I^ove
to Christ.* London , 1796. 12mo.
pp. 74.

Of this tract a second edition was
published in 1801 (London , 12mo.
pp* 177). It is enlarged by additional
ill ustrations of the subject and a de-
fence of the general argument. In two
Letters to a friend, by way of reply
to Mr. Fuller's Strictures in his Tract
entitled <* Soeinianism indefensible."

So much of this pamphlet as reviews
the preaching of the Apostles, inde-
pendently of any stricture s on Mr,
Fuller, was translated into Welsh, by
the active minister of a large con gre-
gation : and a similar abstract has been
circulated in En glish, to a great ex-
tent and with considerable advantage.

4. A Series of Letters to the Rev.
J. Freeston : occasioned by his Tract
entitled " A Serious Inquiry into the
Nature and Effects of Modern Socin-
ianism ;" being an answer to the
question, cc Why are you not a Socin-
ian ?" Birmingham and London,
1812. 12mo. pp. Q6.

5. Paul's Defence before Felix : A
Sermon at the opening of the New
Chapel in George-street, Plymouth
Dock, April 27th, 17 91. Taunton.
8vo.

6. The Promise of Christ's presence
with his Disciples : A Sermon at the
opening of Bridwell Chapel, near
Ufculme, Devon, January 4, 1792.
To which is prefixed an Address de-
livered on the same occasion, by John
Williams. Taunton. 8vo.

7. The Character of Christ as the
witness to the Truth : A Sermon
at Crediton, Sept. 6, 1792, on the
formation of an Unitarian Book So-
ciety in the West of England. To
which are added some Thoughts on

* Tlieolog-, Rep. Vol. vi. 284, &c.

the true construction of Deut. xxxi
22, 23. Taunton. 8vo.f

8. The Injustice of Classing Unita-
rians with Deists and Infidels. A
Sermon at Tiverton, Jul y 5, 1797,
before the Unitarian Book Society,
in the Western Counties. London.
2m o.
9. The Doctrine of the Scriptures

concerning the Unity of God and the
Character of Jesus Christ : A Ser-
mon, at Portsmouth , Jul y 15, 1802,
before the Unitarian Society in the
South of England. London. 12mo.

10. A Discourse at the First fleet-
in g of the Unitarian Fund, London,
November, 1806. 12mo.

11. The Unitarian Doctri ne stated ,
and the Objection s to it obviated, on
the ground of Christ's Declaration
(John xvii . 3). A Sermon, preached
before the Devon and Cornwall Asso-
ciation, at Plymouth , July 6th, 1814,
and before the Western Unitarian So-
ciety, at Yeovil, Jul y 13, 1814. Bir-
mingham ^ ISmo.

To this class may also be referred
12. Appendix (i. ii.) to " Disserta-

tions, on the internal evidences and
excellence of Chri stianity : and on
the Character of Christ, compared
with that of some other celebrated
founders of Religion and Philosophy.1
London, 1785. 8vo. pp. 274.

In the former of those numbers
some positions of Bishop Horsley's are
the subject of animadversio n ; in the
latter, some statements made by Pro-
fessor White, between whom and
Dr. Toulmin occasional intercourses
of civility and respect afterwards took
place.

The Dissertations, &c. (n ow, it is
believed, out of print) are particularl y
creditable to the author's talents and
temper : they contain many original
and important remarks, and may
per haps be justly characterised as
the ablest 6f Dr. Toulmin's literary
productions.
4. Evidences of Revelation and the In-

terpr etation of its Records.
It will be evident to a reader of the

title-page of the Dissertations, &c.
that they are designed to elucidat e
the truth and excellence of Christian-
ity. With the same view, Dr. loul-
min, man y years since, printed a

t A sqcoiid edition has be»* j> uM»slliA
in 12mo.
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short, anony mous Letter from a Dis-
senting Minister, addressed, separate -
ly to th ree gentlemen , accompanied
with Dr Hartley's " Truth of the
Christian Religion," as extracted by
the London Unitarian Society from
his " Observations on Man."

Under this department of Theology
we may also rank the following ser-
mons from his pen :

1. The Design of the Gospel His-
tory considered and improved : preach-
ed in Essex-street, London , and at
Chowhem% in Lancashire, May, 1788.
London . Svo.*

2. The meaning which the word
Mystery bears in the New Testament,
A Sermon, at Exeter, May 4th, 1791.
London. Svo. f

3. The name < * Lord of Hosts" ex-
plained and improved : A Sermon,
at London, in February, 1810. 8vo,J

IV.
DEVOTIONAL AND PRACTICAL, WRIT*

INGS.

1. A Manual of Morning and Even-
ing Prayers for the Closet. Birming-
ham, 1809. 12mo. pp.7 1.
' Two editions of the Manual were
published in the above year : and a
third has been subsequently printed.

2. Family Devotion assisted : con-
taining forms of Morning and Evening
Prayers for a Fortnight* Birming-
ham. 12mo. pp. 132.

3. Sermons, principally add ressed
to Youth. 2nd Edition. Taimton.
1789- 8vo. pp. 235.

The former impression of these Ser-
mons had been published severa l years
before.

4. Addresses to You nz;  Men. Lon-
don, 1803. l^mo. pp. 188.

5. Sermons on Devotional, Evan-
gelical and Practical Subjects. Bath ,
liOimon and Birmingham, 1810. 8vo.
Pp. 470.

6. Reflections on the Death of a
Prince and a great Man : A Sermon,
at Taunton, Nov. 10th, 1765, on oc-
casion of the Death of liis Royal

* Reprin ted in a volume of Sermons ,
1810.

+ This Discou rse has been re printed in
12mo . by the Unitarian Book Societies .

X Repri nted in the volume of Sermons ;
*8 is the Discourse delivered at Ports-
mouth , before the Southern Unitarian So-
ciety .

Highness, William, Duke of Cum-
berland. London. 8vo.

7- The Duties Christians owe to
thei r Ministers : A Sermon , at the-
Ordination of the Rev. Thom as - Twin-
ing, May 31, 1775, in Downton,
Wilts. London, 177P. 8vo.

8. The Unsuccessfulncss of Christ's
Ministry and his reward with God :
A Sermon, before the General Bap-
tist Assembly, London, June, 1775.
8vo.

9. Christ's Compassion on the Mul-
titude considered : A Sermon at the
Ordination of the Rev. Samuel E--
vans, Dec. 27th, 178O, at Wedmore,
Somersetshire. Taunton, 178 i. 8vo.

10. The Conduct of the fi rst Con-
verts to Christianity : A Sermon, at
Brid port, July 10, 1788, at the Or-
dination of the Rev. Thomas Howe.
8vo-

11. The Aim of the Apostle Paul's
Ministry : A Sermon at the New
Meeting, in Birmingham, on entering
upon the pastoral office there, Janu-
ary 8, 1804. Svo.

12. The reciprocal Duties of Minis-
ters and People : A Sermon , at Dud*
ley, on Whit-Tuesday, June 8, 1813*
8vo.

13. The American War lamented :
A Sermon, at Tauntou, February,,
1776. 8vo.

14. The Prospect of Universal
Peace : A Th anksgiving Sermon, at
Taunton, June 1st, 1802. 8vo.

15. The Rise, Progress and Effects
of Sunday Schools : A Sermon , at
Taunton , March 28, 1789- 8vo.

16. The Immutability of God, and
the Trials of Christ's Ministrv. Two
Sermons, at Essex-street, London,
March and April , 1794. 8vo.

17. The Present and Futu re State
of the Human Frame : A Sermon , at
Honiton, June 24, 1781, on the Death
of Mr. Maynard. Taunton , Printed
only. 8vo.

18. The Use of Life and its End :
A Sermon, at Taunton , October 27,
1793, on the Death of Mr. C. Slower.
8vo (Printed , but not published,
London, 1804).

19. Christian Vi gilance : A Ser-
mon, at Taunton , June, 1790, on the
Death of the Rev. Robert Robinson,
of Cambridge. London, 8vo.

£0. The Characte r and Reward of
the Faithfu l Servant : A Sermon , at
Brid gewater, March 10th , 1793, on
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the death of the Rev. Thomas Wat-
son. Svo.

21. The Character and Hope of the
Ri ghteous : A Sermon , at Collump-
ton , Sept. 2 1, 1794 : on the death of
the Rev. "Samuel Morgan —wit h the
Address at the interment. 8vo.

£(2. An Add ress and Prayer &t the
Interment of the Rev. Wil liam Blake ,
at Crewke rne , A pril 3, 1799- 8vo.

23. Christi an Views of Deat h : A
Sermon at Bishop 's Hul l , near Taun-
ton , November 3, 1799, on the death
of the Rev. Peard Jil lard : with the
Add ress at the Interme nt. 8vo.

24. Funeral Sermon for Dr. Priest-
ley, a Biograp hical "Tribute to his Me-
mory ; at Birming ham, April 22,
1804. Svo.

In early life Dr. Toulrnin published
a new edition of the Rev. Martin
Tomkins ' Tract on Christ 's Media -
tion. He also reprinted Scougal on
the Life of God in the Soul of Man .

Charles J ames Fox.
(Continued from p. 612.)

$9. Resistance of the Peop le. (Dec.
23, 1790.)

NO human form of government
was ever yet so perfect as to

guard against every possibl e abus e of
power , and the subj ects of every go-
vernment must submit to the lot of
ipen and bear with some. But when
abuses became so freq uent or enor -
mous as to be oppressi ve and intoler-
able , and to thre ate n the destruc tion
of government itself then it was that
the last rem edy must be applied, that
the free spirit of the people must put
into action th eir nat ura l power to re-
dress those grievances for which they
had no peaceab le mean s of redness,
and assert their inde feasible right to
a just and equit able governm ent. No
man could den y that cases might oc-
cur in which the people could have
no choice but slavery or resistance ;
no man would hesitate to say what titeir
choice ought to be : and it was the best
wisdom of every govern ment not to
create a necessity for resistance by
depriving the people of legal mean&
of redress .

SO. Roman Catholics sufficientl y  Tri-
nitarian . (Debate on Cath olic Dis-
sente rs' Relief Bill. Apri l 1, 1791.)
It was meant , he understood , to

change the name, by which persons
taking the benefi t of the bill , were
to be distinguished. Wh y any ob-
jection should be made against per-
sons calling them Catholic Dissenters,
who thoug ht that the name was ap-
plicable to their situatio n, he could
not comprehend. They had long been
called by the name of Papists in this

* Cop ied fro m Br andt 's Histo ry of the
Reformation : it has been latel y reprin ted.

f  In the Theological Repository he in-
serted an Essay on Love to Chris t, which
hag been alread y noticed. A vers ion, &c.
of Ps, 139. vol . iii. 291, &c. has been at-
trib uted to him , but was, in trut h, wri tten
by the late Rev . Geor ge Waters, of Brid-
port. To Dr. Toulmin we may, I believe,
corre ctl y assign Observations on the J ail
qf Peter (vol . ii. 290), and Observations
on some incidents in the L if e  qf Christ
(vol . iii. 301). Both these paper s ar e
signed A. N. and they exhibit the char ac-
teristics of his style and manne r. I con-
jecture , moreover , that a pap er in vol f vi.
331—334, signed Scbsi&iak w, '* hl$
composition .

ttT 4 Charles James Fox.

The Friends of religious inqui ry and
toleration , - are indebted to him for
a cheap and usefu l impression of a
Dia logue between a Dutch Pr otestant
and 1 a F ranc iscan Friar of Dort f with
Illus trations and Notes.* London
1784. 12mo. pp. 24. And in 1807*
he laid before the wor ld, in one vol.
12mo. Mason s Student and Pa stor
Letter to a f riend entering on the Min is-
terial Office , and Essay on Elocution,
fyc. Nor should it be omitt ed that
he w rote the Preface to the last im-
pres sion of the Rev. Joh n Pa lmer 's
Famil y Prayers. To the Theological
Repository f he mad e two or three
communications * His several letter s
and pape rs in the Universal * the Gen -
tleman 's and the Monthl y Maga-
zine, as well as in the Monthl y Re-
posito ry, &c. are numero us : and it
will not be requisite to specify these
and similar productions of his pen.

EXTRACTS FROM NEW PUBLICATIONS.



cou n try ; but we had also been in the
hab it of calling them t raitors and mur -
derer s, with per haps as much justice.
P apist was an invidious name ; and
he need hardl y say in an assemb ly of
well-informe d men , by no means appli-
cable, in its strict sense, to the English
Roman Cat holics : as such , it ought not
to be contin ued . The clause in the
bill which denied the benef i t of it to
any p erson who shall sp eak or write
agains t the doctrin e of the Trinity, was
such as ought never to have been ad-
mitte d into any bill \ and the admis-
sion of it into this was peculiarl y im-
pr oper , since it was never imagined
but tha t the Roman Catholics were
sufficient l y Trinitarian to satisf y the
most ortho d ox divin e of the Church
of England -

31. Original Sin. (A pr il s, 1791.)
On the clause in the Catholic Dis-
senters * Relief BUI that Catholics
should deny the infallibilit y of the
Pope and absolution by  priests , Mr.
Win . Smith thoug ht that certai n
words expressin g that declaratio n
might be left out , because he believed
that very few Pap ists do consider
tha t as any particular part of their
creed ; neither were they so blind or
ignorant as -to trust the forg iveness of
sins to the absol ution of their priests,
Mr. Pitt answered , th at perha ps other
words than those introduced in the
bill might be adopted ; but still he
tho ught there should be some clause
in the bill, which went the length of
exactin g from the Pap ists an avowal
tha t no priest , or human being what -
soever , could a bsolve sins. Mr. Smith
pro posed that the clause might be
altered to answer the pur pose, by in-
sertin g the words " excep t original
sin m"J

Mr. Fox thoug ht that in this ca se
the Roma n Catho lics or th e Pap ists,
as they were cal led, were not alto-
gether treated fairl y..—When an hon-
our able gentleman had mentioned ori-
ginal sin, the observation had been
tr eated lightl y, and more so, in his
opinion, than it ought to have been.
In our own established church , there
seemed to be some acknowledgment of
and p revent ive against orig inal sin, as
well as among the Roman Catholics ;
one instance he would mention, which
was the idea of bap tism. He might
'not be so orthodox , or so well-informed
*n those matters , as some other gentle-

men ; but on that po int of absolution
and fo rgiveness of sinv he considered
an English clergyman to be j ust the
same as a cardinal of Rome.

32. Tythe *. (A pril 19, 179K)
He said the country was oppres sed

by tvth es, the collection of which
was ha rsh and injuriou s, and he anx-
iously wished tha t some gentlemen in
the House would attempt to relieve
the country from that species of bar-
haris m and discou ragement to every
agricultura l imp rovement.

S3. Abolition of the Slave Trade.
(A pril 19, 17910

Mr. Fox observed, that althou gh
the opposition to any adjournment
was und oubted ly uncandid and unbe -
coming, yet he thou ght that the hon -
oura ble colonel (Tarleton ) who pressed
for an immediat e division unde rstood
better the interest of his own side of
the question than the other honou ra-
ble gentleman (Colonel Phi pps) ; for
Mr. Fox said he had ever conceived
that th e only way by which the abo-
lition of the Slave Trade could be
prevented , must be by stifling all
inquir y and by hurr y ing the House
into some vote which might seem to
decide the question , before the op-
portunity of any rea l debate upon the
princi ples of the trad e was afforded.
It was a trade which , the gen tlemen
themselves well knew, would not
bear to be discussed. Let there be
discussion , and althoug h there were
some symptoms of predetermination
in some gentlemen , the abol ition of
the a bomina ble traffic must be carried.
He would not believe that there could
be found in the House of Commons,
men of sach hard hearts , and of such
inaccessible understandin gs, as to vote
an assent to the continuance of the
tra de, and then go home to thei r
houses , theirfriends and their families,
satisfied with their vote , after being*
mad e full y aware of wha t they were
doing; , by having opened the ir ea rs to
the discussion .

[The question of adjourn ment was
^car ried , and on the fol lowing day
the debute upon Mr. Wilberforce 's
motion was resumed.]

Mr. Fox observed , that some ex-
pressions which he had used on the
preceding day, had been complained
of, as too harsh and severe. He had
now had four and twenty hours to
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reflect on his words ; lie had revolved
y them ov er and over again in his

«aind, but he could not prevail on
himsel f to retract them 5 because the
more he considered the su bject in
discussion, the more did he believe
that if, after reading all the evidence
on the table, and attending to the de-
bates any gentleman could continue
to oppose the abolition of the slave
trade, and could thus avow himself,
after a full knowled ge of the subject,
an abettor of this shamefu l traffic in
human flesh, it could onl y be from
some hardness of heart, or some such
difficulty of understanding as he really
knew not how to account f or.

,34. Instances of Cruelt y to Slaves.
(April 19, 178 U)

Mr. Fox then proceeded to the si-
tuation of the slaves, when brought
to the West Indies. It had been said,
indeed, that they were taken from a
worse state to a better. The House,
he knew, could not wish to hear re-
citals of crueltv, nor did he like to
dwell upon them. It was thei r duty,
however, in the presen t case, to open
thei r ears to them, and the House,
exclaimed Mr. Fox, shall hea r them.
An honurable gentleman before him
had quoted some instances, and he
would now quote two more. The
fi rst was iu a French island ; but was
decla red by witnesses of unimpeach -
able credit. A slave, under hard
usage, urged by .  the first impulse of
n atu re, had run away and attempted
to get his liberty. To prevent his
repeating the offence, the planner - sen t
f or  his .su rgeon, and said to him,
" Cut off this man's leg/ 1 The snr-
gecn, who had more humanity than
Siis master, refused . " You refuse,1'
said the planter, " then whafc you de-
cline as an act of friendship to me, I
will compel you to do as an act of
duty." Upon this, the planter broke
the poor man 's leg. " There now,''
said he to the surgeon , " you must
cut otf his leg, or the man will die."
We might console ourselves, perhaps,
that this was in a French island, but
in the English there was no great dif-
ference j and the next instance he
should state was in an island of our
owij . A gentleman (Mr. Ross, as ap-
peared in evidence,) while he was
walking along, heard the shrieks of a
female, issuing from a barn or out-
house 5 and a,s tj iey were much too

violent to-be excited by any ordinary
punishment, he was prom pted to <tO
near, and see what could be the mat-
ter. On looking in , he perceived a
young female, tied tip to a beam by
her wrists, entire ly naked, and in the
act of involuntaril y writhing and
swing ing, while the author of her
torture was standing below her, w ith
a lighted torch in his hand , which
he app lied to all the parts of her body
ss it approached him. What crime
this miserable wretch had perpetrated
he knew not ; but that wns of little
consequence, as the human min d could
not conceiv e a crime, in any degree,
warranting such a punishment.

S&. Emancipation of the Negroes.
(A pril 19, 1791.)

With regard to the emanci pation
of the Negroes alread y in slavery, his
own doubts of the effi cacy of an act
of the Britis h legislature for this pur-
pose was a reason for not entering
into it. He himself did not think
such a measu re could be suddenly
ventured upon ; and though every
man had a ri <>ht to freedom, vet it
should be observed, that men in-
ured to slavery all their lives felt cer-
tainly less degraded by it than th ose
who were born to independence. It
might be dangerou s to give freedom
at once to a man used to slavery, on
the same ground as, in the case of a
man who had never seen day-light ,
there might be danger of blinding
him, if you you were to expose him
all at once to the glare of the sun.

36. Af rican Minds on a level with
Europ ean. (A pril 19, 1791 •)

Mr. Fox condemned the arr ogan ce
of the notion , that all the inhabitants
of A frica had minds inferior to our-
selves. How did we know that such
was the case ? Wh y might th ere
not be men in Africa , of as fine feelings
as ou rselves, of as enlarged under-
standing's, and as manl y in their
minds as an y of us ? He then men-
tioned th e case of an African captain ,
who heard in the nii/ ht some violent
groan in gs, which had caused a dis-
turbance in his ship. There was
among his slaves one person of con-
siderable consequence, a mail once
high in military station , with a mind
not insensible to the eminence of his
rank, who having been taken captive
in battle, was sold to the slave ships,
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and laid promiscuously with the rest.
Happening in the ni ght to obtain
room to stretch his weary limbs, at
rather more ease than usual , he had
fallen fast asleep, and he d reamt that
he was in his own country , high in
honour and in command , caressed by
his family and his friends, waited on
by his domestics, and surrounded
with all his former comforts in life ;
when , awaking* somewhat suddenly,
he found hirtfself fastened down in the
hol d of a slave ship, and was heard
to burst into loud groans and lamen-
tations on the misera ble contrast of
his present state, mixed w ith the
meanest of his subjects, and subjected
to the insolence of wretches, a thou-
sand times lower than himself, in
every kind of endowment I Mr. Fox
appeal ed to the House, whether this
was not as moving a picture of the
miserable effects of the slave trade, as
any that could be imagined . There
was one way, and it was an extremely
good one, by which any man mi ght
come to a j udgment on these points—
let him make the case his own. What ,
said he, should any one of us who
are members of this House, sav, and
how should we feel, if conquered and
carried away by a tribe as savage as
our countrymen on the coast of Africa
shew themselves to be ? How should
we brook the same indignities, or bear
the same treatment ourselves , which
we do not scrup le to inflict on them ?

37. Abolition of Slavery the Triumph
of Chr istianity . (April 19, 1791-)
Having made this appeal to the

feelings of the House, Mr, Fox pro-
ceeded to observe, that great stress
bud been laid on the countenance that
was given to slaver y by the Chri stian
religion. So far was this from being
true, that he thought one of the most
splendid triump hs of Christianity was,
its having caused slavery to be so ge-
nerally abolished, as soon as ever it
appeared in the world. One obvious
ground on which it did this, was by
teaching us, that in the sight of heav-
en all mankind are equal . The same
effect might be expected also from
tlie general principles which it tau ght.
Its powerfu l influence appeared to
have done more in this respect than
all the ancient systems of philosoph y ',
though even in them, in point of the-
°*7» we might trace great liberality
a»d consideration for human riglit».

Where could be found finer sentr
ments of liberty, than in the works
of Demosthenes and Cicero r Where
should we meet with bolder asser-
tions of the rights of mankind , and
the dignity of human nature, than in
the historians, Tacitu s and Thucydi-
des ? It was remarkable, however,
that these great men kept slaves .in
their houses, and permitted a whole
order of slaves to exist in their coun-
try. He knew, iudeed , that what
he had been ascribing to Christianity
some imputed to the advances which
philosophy had made. Each of the
two parties took the merit to itself :
the divine gave it to religion, the
philosopher to philosophy. He should
not dispute wit h either of them y but
as both coveted the praise, why should
they not emulate each other, in pro-
moting this improvement in the con-
dition of the human race ?*

* As-soon as Mr. Fox had sat down,
Mr. Stanley said, that he came to the
House purposing" to vote against the abo-
lition , but that the impression made both
on his understanding" and feelings was
such as he could not resist ; 'and he was
now convinced that an entire abolition of
the slave t rad e was called for equally hj
sound policy and justice. The honourable
Mr. Ry der (th e present Earl of Harrowby)
said he came to the House not exactly in
the circumstances of the honourable gen-
ti eman who had just spoken , but very
much undecided on the subject ; he- how-
ever, was so strong ly convinced by the
arguments he had heard , that he was be-
come equally earnest tor the abolition.
Mr. Burke observed that he had, for a long
time, had bis mind draw n to the slave trade,
that he had even prepared some measures
for its reg ulation, conceiving- the immedi-
ate abolition of it, though highl y desirable
to be then hardly a thing which could be
hoped for : but when he found the honour-
able mover was bring ing* forward the pre-
sent question , which be approved much
more than his own , he had burnt his pa-
pers and made an offering- of them, in ho-
nour of the proposition of the honourable
gentleman, much in the same manner as
we read th at the curious books were of-
fe red up and burnt at the approach of the
gospel. lie rejoiced at the submission to
reason and argument , which gentlemen ,
who came in with minds somewhat preju -
diced, had avowed on. that day. They
thereby told thei r constituents, as they
ought to tel l them, that it was impossible
for th em', if sent to hear discussion in the
House of Commons, to avoid surrendering-
up their hearts aud ju dgments to tko
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3$. Birming ham Riots and Dr . Priest-
lei/ . (J an . 31, 1792.)
It must have been owing to the

unwillingness of ministers to damp
the pleasure ar ising from so man y to-
pics of satisfaction as the speech from
the throne contained , that wit h the
mention of the inestimable blessings
of liberty and order , they had intro -
duced no expre ssions of regret and
concern at the violent interruption of
ord er that had occurred in the cours e
of the summer. Nothing, surel y, but
extreme rel uctance to cast the least
shade over so many subjects of rejoic-
ing could account for such an omis-
sion. To read his Majest y's speech
one would imagine, that nothin g had
happen ed to distu rb the long expe-
rience of liberty and order so earn est-
ly recommended as the foundation of
all our other blessings. But the cau -
tious omission could not conceal the
evil 5 it was impossibl e not to know
and not to lament , that , toward s the
close of the eighteen th century, men ,
instead of following the progress of
knowled ge and liberality, had revived
the spirit and the pra ctice of the dark -
est and most barbarou s ages ; and that
outrages , the most unparallel ed and
disgraceful , had been cotn na itted—
disgraceful , he meant, to the country,
not to the ministers . They, it was
to be presumed , had done ever y thing
in th eir power to prevent and to
check such detestable proceedin gs.
But whether or not they, and those
who acted under them , had exerted
themselves as they ought in repressin g
the devastat ions of a mob, at all times
mischievous , but doubl y so when it
assumed the pretext of supportin g go-
vernm ent or religion , was it not me-
lanchol y to see tha t mol? rei gning
triump hant for near a week in a rich
and populous part of the countr y, and
those, whose duty it was to have de-
nounce d the r igour of the law , ad-
dressing therii rath er in terms of ap-
pr obat ion than rebuke ? Was not
this calcula ted to cherish an idea
which but too fatall y appear ed to have
been enterta ined, that the princi ple

cause in question , however they mi ght
bave been broug ht beforehand to come
prejudiced against it . The Committee di-
vided on Mr . Wilbe rforc e** motion : Yeas
163 : Noes 88. Majority against the abo-
lition of the Slov« Trade 75 !

on which they preten ded to act wasnot disagreeabl e to governme nt , how-
ever necessa r y it might be to punish
a faw for the irregul arity of thei r pr o-ceedings ? He accused ministers nei-ther of holdin g nor favouring suc h
opinions. But when it could not be
dissembled that such opinions had
been held, if not inculca ted , it would
have been wel l if his maj esty had
spoken of such r iots, and their pret ext
with horror , and of the -exerti ons
made to suppres s them, and pun ish
both the aut hors and the actors , with
approbation. These were not riots
for want of bread —such every feeling
heart must pity while it condem ned ;
neith er were th ey riots in the cause
of liberty, which , thoug h hi ghl y
blama ble, and , high ly to be repro -
bated by every good man and every
true frien d to liberty , had yet some
excuse in their princi ple. No, they
were the riots of men neither ag-
grieved nor complaining ', but who,
pretendin g to be the executors of go-
vern ment , did not select individual
objects of party animosit y or private
hatr ed, but by personal insult , vio-
lence and fire , set on foot an indis-
criminate persecuti on of an enti re de-
scri ption of their fellow-citizens, that
had furni shed persons, as eminent , as
good subj ects, an d as zeaJ ous sup-
porters of the famil y on the throne ,
as any other in the kingdom could
boast. Instead of pass ing over such
acts in silence, ought not his majesty's
sentime nts to have gone forth as a
manifesto , app ly ing to them every
epithet expressive of abomin ation
which the language could furn ish ?
When men were found so deluded as
to suppose that thei r genera l object
was not disagreeable to governm ent ,
a belief certainly unfounded , it might
do much more mischief th an minister s
wer e aware of. He had supposed that
all pract icable measu res were tak en to
put a stop to these riots, and to punish
t hose concerned in them as an exam-
ple to others ; but afte r they had
threatened the person , and destroye d
the house of a man , distingu ished by
a life attached to literatur e and useful
science, of Dr. Priestley , whom he
named but to honour , when they had
destroyed all the accumula ted labour *
of his youth , when they had demol-
ished, wha t neithe r money nor indus-
tr y could rep lace, that which ought
to have been the solace and the or-
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nament of his age, then came from
those whose rank and stations ought
to have given thefn influence , the slow
desire to desist. How was this desir e
expressed, and how reprobated a con-
duct , subversive of every princi ple of
civilized society ? " Friends and fel-
low-churchme n ! we know you by
the crosses and the banners you bear.
You have now done enough in th is
pious cause. What farther you do,
you and we, your friends , must pay
for. Your farther exertion s might be
laudable , but they would be too ex-
pensive." If holding such deg ra ding
language to a riotou s mob could pre-
vent mischief till assistance arrived ;
if it could save a house from the
dames, much more a life, perh aps the
sense of strict propriet y might yield
with out blame, to the immediate im-
pulse of compassion ; but if neith er
of these was done, how contem ptible !
If they who held it were now asha m-
ed of it, so much the more was it in-
cumbent upon them anfl government
to do aw ay the impression it might
have made, and to declare their ab-
horrence of acts , which they, in a
moment of weakn ess, seemed not to
disapprove. He hoped , therefo re,
that if an opportunit y offered , this
would still be done ; and he had in-
sisted on it the more largel y, as he
thought an occasion might not 'offer
ef noticing it in parliament again.

39* Speec hes on motion for leave to
bring in a Bill for Relief of Unita-
rians. (May 11 , 1792. )
The order of the day being read ,
Mr. Fox rose , and called the at-

tention of the House to the business
of which he had given notice, re la-
tive to the repeal of cert ain penal sta-
tutes respectin g religious opinions.
He said , he had the satisfaction to
hope, tha t the mode in which he
should pro pose to di scuss this subject
could not fairl y be said to involve con-
siderat ion^ of governm ent , as had
been alleged on former occasions, with
regard to some topics which he had
brought forward. The measure which
he should recommen d on this occa-
sion was, in his opinion , not only fit
*n a countr y where the const itution
was free, but such as he should re-
commend even in a state where the
govern ment was despotic , because it
was founded on justice , and was per-
fectly aafe in policy. If, then , he

should hav e litt le doubt of the pr o-
priety of the measure , even were the
appeal made to a despotic prince , how
much more confident ought he to be
of success, wh ere the app licati on was
made to a Brit ish parliament ! From
a constitution so good, good fruits
were to be expected .

The subject he meant to bring for-
ward was one on which much had
been written , and with regard to
which , abstractedl y considered , al-
most all man kind agreed —this was to-
leration . All agreed that toleration
was in itself abstractedl y just . But
difficulti es had arisen in the minds of
some person s, thoug h in his own
there never had ; these difficulties had
arisen as to the app lication of the
princi ples of toleration. Muc h of
this difficulty was thrown in his way
when he formerl y raoved for the re-
peal of the Test and Corporation Acts.
He appealed to those who opposed
him at that time, whether they did
not do so upon the ground he had
stated * They alleged, that thou gh
toleration itself abstractedl y was a
matter of justice, yet to extend it at
that time, under the then existing
circumsta nces, to the persons on
whose behalf he urge d it , was politi-
cally unsafe . He was now therefore
read y to confess, althoug h he la-
mented the necessity of it, that for
the present he had abandoned the
idea of a repeal of the Corporation
and Test Acts. He should , however ,
not fail to renew that app lication
whenever he should have the least
encouragement or pr ospect of success.
It had been said by some persons ,
that althoug h toleration was of itself
abst ractedl y matte r of justice , yet,
that in politica l specul ation it should
never be allowed to intrench upon , or
endanger existing establishments. The
converse of this appeared to him to
be true policy, and that no defence
of any estab lishment whatever should
be built on pr inciples repugnant to
toleration. Toleration was not to be
regarded as a thing convenient and
useful to a state , but a thing in itself
essentiall y right and just. He, there-
fore, laid it down as his princi ple,
that those who lived in a state where
there was an establishment of relig ion
could fair ly be boun d only by that
part of the estab lishment which was
consistent with the pure princi ples of
toleration . What were those princi-
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pies ? On what were they founded ?
On the fundamental , unalienable
rights of mail . It was true there were
some rights which man should give
up for the sake of securing others in
a state of society. But it was true al-
so, that he should give up but a por-
tion of his natural rights in order that
he might have a government for the
protectio n of the remainder. But to
call on man to give up his religious
rights, was to call on him to do that
which was impossible. He would say
that no state could compel it—no
state ought to require it ,v because it
was not in the power of man to com-
ply with that requisition.

But, there were those who said,
although a man could not help his
opinions, yet that, unless under cer -
tain restrictions, they ought not to be
made pubiic ; for that whatever rights
a man naturally had, he gave them
all up when he came into society,
and that therefore religious liberty,
among the rest, must be modified for
the good of society 5 so that by the
liberty of man was meant nothing
more than that which was convenient
to the state in which he lived, and
under this idea penalties on religion
were deemed expedient. This he
took to be a radical error, and for the
reason he had assign ed already—that
it was not in the power of man to
surrender his opinion, and therefore
the society which dem anded him to
make this sacrifice, demanded an im-
possibility. What then did this lead
to ? That no man should be deprived
of any part of his liberty, with respect
to his opinions, unless his actions de-
rived from such opinions were clearly
prejudicial to the state. There were
three different situations in which a
man might be placed in regard to re-
ligion—a total indifference to it, as
was the case with the Pagan world
before Christianity was known , and
also with those who did not now be-
lieve it. Upon this, he referred the
House to the History of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire, writ-
ten by an honou rable gentleman, who
was once a member of that house ;
he had said, that persecution in the
Pagans was less criminal than in
Christians, because the Pagans had
not the same doctrines that the Chris-
tians had to teach themf the principles
of toleration. Another situation that
diminished the cruelty of persecution,

or rather rendered it less criminal*
was, a state of popery ; for these de-
luded persons, in the time of bigotry,
thought , that by persecuting those
who differed from them , they were
serving the cause of truth and justi ce -
that God had inspired them with the
true reli gion, and that tli e\r were
serving him, while they were destro y-
ing their fellow-beings : although
these practices were deplorable, yet
as they were the mere effects of igno-
rance, the principle on which they
proceeded diminished the criminalit y
of persecution. The third state was,
that in which we now were. The
people of this country were neither
indifferent about religion, nor were
they blindly attached to any particu-
lar faith ; they were not Pagans, nor
Popish bigots. For us there was no
excuse for persecution. We knew
full well that religion was founded on
a principle th at should not, could not,
be subject to any human power-
There was a maxim, which had been
a thousaud and a thousand times re-
peated, and yet by some as often for-
gotten, although there were not two
opinions as to its propriety and jus-
tice, " Do as you would be done by."
Would the members of the establish-
ment be tried by this maxim ? Would
they submit to be governed by prin-
ciples which they themselves incul-
cated 5 or would they proudly and
impiously say, that they were sure
theirs was the only true religion, and
that all who deviated from it were
devoted to eternal torment ?

In this country we were govern ed
by King, Lords, and Commons. No
man would contend, that any of these
powers was infallible ? Then wh y
should the members of the established
church proceed as if they were infal-
lible ? For so they did, if they claim-
ed exclusive privileges, and enforced
penalties on those who differed from
them* Upon what principle watf an
establishment to be maintained at all ?
It was upon the principle of its being
agreeable to the opinion of the ma-
jority of the people, and not, surely,
upon the slightest pretence of infalli-
bility. What should the members of
the establishment say to those who
differed fro m them, " You who differ
from, as well as you who agree with
us, are equ al in rights, and have an
equal title to enjoymen ts > We are
neither Pagans nor Papists. We hav*
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learned to do as we would be done
by. If we were to persecute you for
your opinion^, we should, for aught
we know to the contrary, be perse-
cuting truth instead of falsehood.
Come, then, Jet us each enjoy the
freedom of our own mind , and equally
participate of all social enjoyments."
Persecution was a word so odious,
and toleration a word so general ly
embraced, that two opin ions were not
entertained on either ; and yet, strange
to tell, much difference had arisen
upon the application of them. The
question then, seemed fi rst to be,
What really was to be understood by
toleration ? He thought that in de-
fining this word, and convey ing the
ideas which he annexed to it, he
ought to go much farther than prov-
ing that it meant the total absence of
persecution, and that to refuse to any
jnan any civil right , and an equal
participation of civil advantage, on
account of his religious opinions, was
in itself persecution.

On these general principles, he
trusted that it was not necessary to
dilate farther. The question now was,
what was, and what was not tolera-
tion. In his own opinion, he declared
that toleration ought to go beyond
abstinence from persecution ; but on
his own opinion alone he did not re-
ly. He would quote the sentiments
of a very eminent man, Archdeacon
Paley, who had declared himself to
be a frien d to a complete toleration of
all Dissenters. The reverend divine,
however , meant more than it was his
intention at presen t to propose. His
motion he confessed to be limited. A
futu re and a fi tter period might be
found to introduce a measure whose
verge would be more ample, more ex-
tensive, and consequentl y more com-
plete. Many person s opposed unlim-
ited toleratidn from an apprehension
that it might prove inj urious to the
state. To such he begged leave to
say, that they ought first to be well
convinced that it reall y would pro-
duce that effect .

The most moderate and the most
enlightened men in this country, and
those, too, members of the establish -
ment, were friends to general tolera-
tion. Indeed, the right honourable
the chancellor of the exchequer him-
self last year stood pledged to sup-
port the principle of general tolera-
tion, and had said that it was a mat-

ter not of favour, but of right, and
that whether it should be granted,
was only a question of justice. Wha t
was the principle of persecution ? The
condemnation of a man before he h;id
committed a breach of the law. A
principle which compelled us to liv*
in a constant state of hypocrisy to-
wards God and man ; for it called on
those who did not believe in the doc-
trines of the Church of England to
give a constant attendance at divine
service, and subscribe to the ceremo-
nies of the Church. This was com-
manding h ypocrisy by authority. It
was ordaining by law, that a man
shal l pursue that form of religion here
which , in his mind, is to insure his
eternal damnation hereafter. By thi s
we said to a father : You shal l not
teach your son that religion which in
your soul you believe is to secure hif
eternal happiness. You are to choose,
either to teach him no religion at all,
or to teach him that by which you
believe he will be damned to eternity.
This was the true spirit of persecu-
tion. And was it the fact ? Most
unquestionably it was the case in ths
law with regard to Catholics. In ih&
opinion of some? th ere once was an
occasion for these statutes ; in his
opinion, there never was, nor would
they have been adequate to the end
proposed if there had ; but now there
was not the shadow of excuse, for it
had ceased* The most dangerous pe-
riods, the reigns of Eliza beth and
James, did not j ustify even one of the
pen al statutes that existed. If such
times, therefore, did not justif y them,
what argument could be used for their
existence now ?

Sometimes attempts were made to
defend the principle of persec ution ,
by considering it as a mode of pre-
venting the misch ief that might arise
from a propagation of erroneous re-
li gious opinions ; it was alleged that
it was the busi n ess of a statesman to
consider the effect of any religious
opinion, and in that view, whatever
appeared to him as dangerous to the
state, he ought to prevent. The first
part of this doctrine, namel y, that of
assuming any mod e of religion to be
wrong, was begging the question ;
but he must protest against the whole
of this mode of argument. We had
no right to con st ru e what  actions are
to follow opinions. We should weigh
actions before we pretend to jud ge of
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them at all. In order th at we should
guess what actions are likely to fol-
low opinions, we should our selves
first have entertained those opinions ;
or if we guess at all , we ought to
guess on the favourable side. But , it
was said , there were no comman ds
in the Church which might not safely
be obeyed ; or at least the Chu rch of
England was the safeguard of the
State. Was this th e fact ? Was it
not possible for a man to become a
very bad citizen , even by implicitl y
obey ing the doctrine of the Church
of England itself ? Most unquestion-
abl y it was ; for the Church of Eng-
land taug ht us, that we were to make
no resistance to the commands of the
magistr at e, althoug h they should be
un lawful , or even unnatur al ; the
doctrine was passive obedience and
non- resistance , and consequences were
to be left to a future stat e ; this was
the doctr ine of James the Second ;
this, it was tr ue, was not now the
law, but it was still the doctrine of
the Chur ch, and thus , by being a
good churchma n, a person might be-
come a bad citizen . What was the
result of all this ? That , as in the
established church there was so much
erro r, that it could not be obeyed
totall y, withou t breach of moral ob-
ligation and even of positive law, (for
a man might be puni shed f or obedi-
ence to the illegal commands of a le-
gal master ,) it was the essence of in-
justice to persecute any person for
omitting to conform to this establishe d
religion .

The old answer , he said, to all these
arguments was, that the laws were
obsolet e, and that therefore the hard -
ship was ideal. To this he must say,
that what was claimed by the Unita -
rians and Socinians was noth ing more
than j ustice ; and that there could be
no great • harm in removing from the
statute book that which we were ei-
ther afrai d or ashamed to enfor ce. Of
the doctrines of Arius , Arminius and
Socinus , he did not mean to enter into
a discussion , because he was certai n
they did not in the smal lest degre e
affect the st ate. It was not ther efore
the dut y of the legislature to inter-
fere. The persons fot whom he now
intercede d were Unitarians , some fol-
lowing the doctrines of Arius , others
pf Socinus. They intreated of the
Jflouse not to establish them, but to
relieve them from statutes of pain mid

punishment . If these statu tes were
too bad to be put in pra ctice, they
ought not to be suffered to exist.

An asser tion had gone forth , of the
existence of a part y who wished to
overturn the constituti on. In ord er
to counteract any such intent ions, it
ought to be the care of the House to
banish all those imperfe ctions which
tended to disgra ce and to , inj ure the
beautiful fabric. If a stran ger wish ed
to learn the constitution of Great Bri-
ta in, he would seek for it in her laws.
"What would he say, when he discov-
ered that the stat utes of Elizab eth
againgst Catholics, and of William
against Unita rians , were still suffer ed
to exist ? Would he be satisfied with
the information , that they were never
used ? No. He would contend , tha t
if they were not used they ought to
be repealed . Still, however , even
the non-executio n of them prod uced
the worst effects, insomuch as it ten-
ded to divide the people, and to af-
ford some ground for the invect ivei
of bigoted chur chmen.

Previous to the year 1641, four
persons profess ing Unitar ian doctrines
had been burnt. Subsequent to that
period lived Mr. Biddle, who was
considered as the founder of Unita-
rianism ; he suffered persec ution for
his reli gious opinions from Cromwel l
and Charles the Second , and though
his character was unexcep tionab le,
the persecution against him did not
in the smallest degree relax . But
th ough the Unitarians were not now
persecuted by the legislature , they
were in a manner under the lash of
divines of the Established Church .*
Dr. South , in speaking of them, had
traced thei r pedigree from wretch to
wretch , back to the devil himself.
These descendan ts of the devil were
his clients. This was the language of
former days. More modern times had
prod uced greate r moderation ; still,
however , invective had not ceased.
Dr. Halifa x, speakin g of Dr. Priestley,
had said, that now he had stat ed hii
opinions , he had completed his crimes.
Thu s a declara tion of an opin ion had
been gravel y asserted to be criminal.
Poster ior to Dr. Halifax , Dr. Horsley
had contende d, that even the mora l
good of the Unitari ans was sin ; ana
however they served God, loved their
kindr ed, and relieved the distr essed,
they were sinful because they Yf &e
hfcretic**
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To tell men in this situation that
they were not persecuted, was to offer
them the grossest of all insults. Ad-
verting to recent events, would any
man assert, that the Birmingham riots
were not the effect of religious bigotry
and persecution ? Some had main-
tained, that the people revolted not
against Dr. Priestley's religion, but
his political opinions. Granted, for
the sake of argument : but, could the
publication of his sentiments be more
imprudent than those of a member of
the Church of England ? This, there-
fore, he maintained to be an argument
in proof of the existence of persecu-
tion against the Unitarians, insomuch
as the same mode of conduct adopted
by two men had produced opposite
effects, merely on account of the dif-
ference of their religious attachments.
Having completed the statement, little
more remained for him to do th an to
state the particular acts which he
wished to be repealed.

It had been observed by some, and
would perhaps be advanced that night,
that as far as regards the Catholics
at least, persecution was at an end,
from the bill which passed lately in
their favour. But here it should be
remembered, that a certain oath was
required to be taken > to this oath he
believed there was no objection a-
mongst any of the Catholics 3 but were
gentlemen aware, that among the
poorer sort, many, from negligence
and from Economy, for some of them
must travel a considerable distance
before they came to a magistrate,
would omit the taking of this oath ;
the consequence was, that themselves
and posterity were liable to all the
penalties and disabilities of the ancient
statutes. He then exposed the ab-
surdity of contin uin g these laws after
all pretext for them was at an end.
He believed that if the House were to
speak out fai rly, there would be less
objection, on constitutional sentiments,
to the admission of Cathol ics in to it
than Dissenters. For himself, he ob-
jected to neither ; but h e believed
that those who did object, feared
more the principles of Dissenters who
had, than those of Catholics who had
not, the right ofsitting in that House;
the one class were supposed to be re-
publicans, the other were distinguish-
ed for an attachment to monarchy,¦lhe truth was, that there was no
just or rational objection to either,

and the effect of exclusion was hurtfu l
to the community ; for a man's v ir-
tues and abilities were the objects wa
ought to look to ; his attachment to
the welfare of the country, and not
his speculat ive opinions upon religion f
ought to entitle him to a seat in that
House, or in any other office that
might be serviceable to the state. In-
deed, all these absurd, as well as un-
just prohibitory statutes, were very
destructive to the pu blic welfare. A nd
here he could not help taking notice
also of the marriage-act—an act; to
which he was radically so much an
enemy, that he should, whenever he
had the least encouragement, make a
third attempt to obtain its repeal. He
had made two, and had succeeded
in that House, but had always been
thwarted in the House of Lords. The
day, he hoped, would arrive, when
he should have better fortune with
their lordships. The marriage-act it
was his wish to alter in that part
which provided an exemption only
for Jews and Quakers. The necessity
of a more ample exemption he proved
from the case of two women confined
in Nottingham Jail, for non-compli-
ance with the provisions of the mar-
riage-act. In short, he declared it to
be his wish to exti rpate heresy by
the old method of fire *, not, however,
by burning victims, but by burn in g
the various noxious acts. He observ-
ed, it was with reluctance he gave
up the repeal of the Test and Cor-
poration Acts. He did so in compli-
ance with what he must take the li-
berty of cal lin g the prej udice and
groundless timidity of that House ;
and as he could not at once gain com-
plete j ustice, he would take it by
piecemeal as well as he could. He
must, by the way,  be allow ed to ob-
serve, that he was fully persuaded,
nor had he ever heard any thing that
shook his opinion, that the Test and
Corporation Acts proceeded from the
ver y essence of persecution and injus-
tice. He might be asked , whether
he would leave any punishment what-
ever for the publication of ribaldry
or ridicule ? To this there was no
answer necessary, as there was no
law against it which he should pro-
pose to alter. The laws he meant,
were against the publication of ad-
vised speaking : advised speaking, was
solemn speaki ng ; it was what a pa-
rent said to his child—it was what
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his conscience taught him to be truth .
Mr. Fox concluded with intreating

the Hou se to reflect on the inj ustice
of preventing any man from interpret-
ing the scripture in his own way, on
the barbarous, inhuman cruelty of
say ing to a man, " R ead the scrip-
tu res, study th em, make t hem the
guide and rule of your action and
opinion 3 but take care you interpret
them as the professors of the Church
of England do, or else you shall be
deprived of all the enjoyments which
belong to a man in a social state.
Read attentively, and understand
clearly the w hol e of the scri ptures j
but take care, in understanding them,
you understand exactly as we do, or
else you shall lose all the benefits of
a member 0/ society, every thing that
is dear and valuable to you." This
was more unj ust than even the prac-
tice of the ancient Catholics, pray ing
in an unknown tongue, and refusing
to the professors of the Christian re-
ligion a perusal of the book on which
Christianity was founded. The Church
of Rome directed us to obey the pre-
cepts of a mild religion, which tended
to make us good citizens without
reading. The Church of England
compelled us to read, but forbad us
to j udge. He should now move for
the repeal cf many of those statutes.
Many more remained , he had no
doubt, and would hereafter be re-
pealed. The reason wh y lie preferred
this mode to that of brin ging forward
any particular enacting law , was, that
in makis) £ a new law, we knew not
what would be the effect, but in re-
pealing-a bad law, we knew we did
nothing more than justic e. He then
moved , -first , "That the differen t Sta-
tutes of the 9th and I Oth of King Wil-
liam , entitled An Act for the more
effectual su ppressing of Blasphemy
and Profaneness, the 1st of Edward
VI. chap. 1. ; the 1st of Queen Mary,
chap. 3. j the 14th and 15th of Eli-
zabeth , &c. &c be read •" which be-
ing done, he then moved, " That
leave be given to bring in a bill to
repeal and alter sundry provisions of
the said acts."

The motion was stron gly opposed
by Mr. Burke and Mr. Pitt ; and sup-
ported by Lord North, Mr. W. Smith ,
and others.

Mr. Fox rose to reply. He said,
he never was so happy as in having

that day" an opportunity to avail him-
self of the indulgence which the
House general ly gave to the mover of
a question ; at the same time, he had
been very uneasy during the greater

%>art of the debate, and particularly
towards the close of it. He had, in-
deed, heard, before he came in , that
his motion was likel y to be opposed
but what the grounds of opposition
-were to be, he had not the least idea
of. Now, however, all was out : for
the right honoura ble gentleman on
the bench with him (Mr. Burke) had,
circuitously, and the right honoura-
ble gentleman opposite, directl y, op-
posed every principle and system of
toleration, in a manner that he never
could have expected from either of
them in that House. It was not his
intention to follow the first ri ght ho-
nourable gentleman th rough all the
extraneous matter he had introduced ;
for, certainly, his motion had nothing-
to do with France, which it was the
fashion with some gentlemen to cram
into every debate. His opinions , of
the French Revolution were precisely
the same now that they.ever had been.
He considered th at event as hi ghly
important and adv antageous to this
country, and to the world in general ;
and that right hon ourable gentleman
knew his disposition too well, to sup-
pose that any temporary or accidental
defeat that the French might suffer
in their struggle for liberty would
stagger his mind with regard 1o their
success in j lie result. Such acciden-
tal defeats were to be expected at the
commencement of such wars, and
when attac ks were made by raw and
undisci plined troops ; but those de-
feats would not be decisive ; and such
had been, as the rig ht honou rable
gentleman wel l knew, thei r mutual
opinions during the A merica n war.
lie had hea rd of t reachery, perfid y,
and unprovoked rebellion , and the
demolition of one of the king's for-
tresses, in high terms , and thoug h
he had been told that no two-legged
animal could be found, who would
credit the old women's stories about
the Bast He, he would acknowled ge
himsel f to be that animal. He knew
the ri ght honourable gentleman 's taste
for poetry, and when the Bastile was
mentioned, a description of it came
to his mind , as gi ven by one of the
first of our modern poets, the amiable
Cowper, in his poem of The Ta*k :
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« Yc horrid towerf , th* abode of broken
hearts,

Ye dungeons, and ye cages of despair,
That monarch s have supplied , from age to

age,
With music such as suits their sovereign

ears,
The sighs and groans of miserable men !
There's not an English heart that would

not leap
To hear that ye were fallen at last $ to

know
That even our enemies, so oft employ ed
In forg ing chains for us, themtelves were

free.
'Tis the cause of man.

There dwell the most fo rlorn of human
kind ,

Immur 'd thoug h unaccus'd- condemn'd
untryVI,

Cruell y spar'd, and hopeless of escape, 
Oh, comfortless existence ! hemnTd a-

round
With woes which who that suffers would

not kneel
And beg for exile, or the pangs of death ?
That man should thus encroach on fellow-

man,
Abridge him of his just and native rights.
Eradicate him, tear him from his hold
Upon th' endearments of domestic life
And social, ni p his fruitfulness, and use
And doom him, for perhaps an heedless

word,
To barrenness, and solitiidea and tears,
Moves ind ignation ."——

After having repeated these lines,
he added, in. the language of the poet,
that there was not an English heart
which would not leap to hear that
this monument of arbitrary power,
tliis abode of wretchedness and de-
spair , had now fal len. With respect
to raine s book, Mr. Fox observed ,
that he had called it a libel , but not
an infamous one ; it was a libel on
the constitution of Great Britain—the
right honourable gentleman's book
was a libel on every free constitution
in the world. The French Revolu-
tion he had particularl y avoided
touching on. He knew not why Dr.
Priestley, because he approved of the
French Revolution , should be liable
to punishmen t from the circumstance
of his brills an Unitarian, and that
he (Mr. Fox) should be exempted
from punishment who was of the
same opinion , but was a Trinitarian.
He had never before heard the Bir-
mingham riot defended. He did not
think that the merits of any question
ought to be decided by; the conduct
of an individual. Some of Dr. Priest-
ley 's works he had read ; in hi? reli-

gious writings he had found nothing
of politics, and his political works
seemed free from religion. Mr.-Fox
noticed the circumstance of Mr.
Burke's having, he beli eved, last ses-
sion, on the Catholic Bill, declared
a wish, that all the sanguinary laws
inflicting death in matters of reli gion,
were repealed. The right honoura-
ble gentleman, indeed, might have
altered his opinion , as he had lately
done, very suddenlv, on various to-
pics. The idea that repealing the
statutes would give scand al to the
people, as renderin g them liable to
the imputation of indifference to the
religion of the country, Mr. Fox
considered as weak and unfounded.
The Pagans, he observed, might have
said the same with respect to the
Christians. No measure of toleration
was ever know a to have originated
with the bishops, and on the subject
before the House they were the last
persons to be consulted. Mr. Fox
adduced some strong facts in support
of this observation. He had within
the last three years paid particular
attention to the subject, and had read
considerably upon it, and he was,
from the completest conviction, a firm
friend to religious establishments.
With regard to the times, he did not
think that popular prejudice should
deter the House from giving their
opinion on the subject ; the House,
he observed, of late seemed inclined
to become the slave of popularity.
When he considered the various books
that had been published , and reflected
on the manner in which the Birming-
ham rioters had been punished , he
thou ght there appeared to be a vio-
lent high-church spirit in the coun-
try. If gentlemen saw danger abroad,
he thought they ought to step for-
ward and endeavour to crush it j for
his part he feared non e. Mr. Fox
concluded with declaring, that he
hoped and trust ed, that the subject
of toleration would be renewed as
often as could be, convinced as he
was, that the more it was discussed
the more its justice would be perceiv-
ed and acknowledged.

The House divided on Mr. Fox's
motion :

Te llers.
Yeas 63. } Mr Adam
xt , a * S Mr- Neville,Noes 142, 

^ 
Mr. Mitford.

So it passed in the negative.
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A List of the Pup ils educated by  P *
Doddridge, D.D.

Sir ,
Shrewsbury, Oct. 10, 1815*

I 
HEREWIT H send you a correct
copy of Mr. Orton 1

* MS. List of
Dr. Doddrid ge's Pup ils, and am,

Sir, Your humble servant ,
THOMAS STEDMAN .*

1729.
John Grew. In trad e at Leicester.
Joseph Saunders. Minister at Stam -

ford .
William Worcest er* at the Aca-

demy, Westhaddon.
George Pem broke. Counsellor , St.

Albans .
1730.

Joseph Paul. Blackdown , Dorset-
shire *

Charlton Palm er. Lawyer in Lon-
don.

Timoth y St. Nicholas, Esq.
Joseph Waters , Lawyer in London *

Thomas Olive.
John May 1 in. Army.

1731.
Henry St. Nicholas, Esq.
Isaac Wilkins on. Kib worth .
William Johns ton ̂  Tunbrid ge.
Hugh Farme r- Walthamstow.

1732.
William H extal. Northampto n.
Joh n Aikin, D. D. Tutor at War-

rington.
Simon Reader. Ware ham.
William Martin. Hull.
Samuel W itter. Hull.
Josep h Hulme , M. D. } T A
John Hulme. Trade , $ ^eds.
Rowland Cotton. Wilton.

1733 .
J oseph Wilkins on. Birming ham-
James Devis. Sandwich. Con-

formed.
John Pyott.

1734.
Samuel Merivale. Tutor at Exeter.
Samuel Morris , Salop.
Samuel Lucas Killingworth. Trade ,

Birmingham.
Samuel Lessingham. London.

* We are much oblig-ed to our venera-
ble correspondent for tins valuable com-
munication, and shall be very happy to re-
ceive biogra phical notice** of any uamet in
tfcft list*

Benjamin Boyce. Ketter ing.
Job Orton . Salop .
William Lister. Ware.
Thomas Steffe. Taunion.
John Je nnings. Trade , St. Ivc*.
John Pro thero. Atb erstone.

1735.
Benjamin Wainman. Ski pton. Con-

forme d.
Risdon Darracott. Wellingto n.
Abraham Tozer. Exeter.
John Steffe. Baddow. Conform ed.

1736.
Joh n Firth , M. D. Yorkshire.
Moses Carter.
Coriol. Coplestone. Risborough .

Conformed.
John Bryant. Beminster, Dorset -

shire.
Richard Clar ke, Esq. Devonshire.
Charles Bulkley. London.
Henry Kenda ll. Trad e, Lan ca-

shire.
Samuel Wilson. New York .
Samuel Wood. Fram lingham.
Edwa rd Godwyn. Methodist.
Joh n Hubbar d. Trade , Londo n,

1737.
Samuel Smalley. Harboro ugh.
John Brogden . Trad e, Londo n,
Gilbert Rober tson . Scotland.
Silvest er Wadsworth . Sheffield.
Thomas Towgood.
Jere Gill. Gainsboro ugh.
Joh n Reynel l. Totne ss.
Rober t Atkinson. Coventry.
William Falk.
Jenkin Jones. Have rford .
E benezer Joh nston . Lewes.
John Roebuck* M. D. Birmin g-

ham.
Jam es Foot. Chard , Bradfo rd, W.
Joh n Tay lor. London.

1738.
Benj. Fawce tt. Kiddermi nster .
John Holdswort h. Chelmsford .
Samuel Brookes . Ret urned M. P.
Thomas Webb. Broad way, Som.
Joh n Grund y, Esq.
Samuel Dyer. London. Gentleman.
John Sedgley.
George Webb. Tra de.

1739.
Joh n Wilson. Bolsover , Nott ing-

M

hamshire.
Phili p Holland. Bolton.
Thomas Ellis. Cave, Yorltf bure;

Eases . Conform ed.

( €86 )
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Herb ert Green smith , Esq.
Caleb Ashworth , Tutor at Daven-

iry-
Thomas Small. Trade ,
Joh n Hanche tt , Esq .
James Hewett. Lawyer , Coventry .
Benjamin Hewson . Kibworth .
J ohn Walrond. Trade , Devonshire .
Jam es Quarrell.
Samuel Beasly* Abing don . Bap-

tist in the West.
1740.

Richard Daniel. Truro.
J oseph Wilkinson. . Shields.
Jo hn Olding. Deptford.
James Camp bell. Army.
Benjam in Sowden. Holland.
Jo hn French. Wellingboroug h,

Ware.
Thomas Hancock. Totness .
John Hanmer. Plymouth .
Thomas Coplestone. Trade.
Robert Balch, Esq. M. P.
Samuel Fentoi u Tra de, Leeds.
Joh n Wilton .
Thomas Drew. Londo n.
Andrew Parminte r. Moravian.
Joh n West. Ashley.
Jam es Shepherd . Bralntree.
Thomas Greaves . Rotterdam , Hol-

land.
Thomas Brabant. Bloxham. As-

listant.
1741.

Thomas Bageholt Gill espie. Scotch
Divine.

John Lowe.
Phil. Blinch .
Thomas Ashworth. Gildersome ,

Yorkshire .
John Gibbs.
Timot hy Laug her. Hackney .
Daniel Baker. Trade , Kettering.
David Dickson. Trade , Edinburg h.
Josep h Marsh all.
Samuel Berry. Crediton .
Robert Braith waite. Conformed.
Andre w Kippis, D.D. London.
Thomas Tyndall. Kingsw ood.
John Gardner. Berwick.
Richa rd Gardner. Hampstead.
David Gardiner. Army.
John TyJston , M. D.
Thomas Clarke . Trade.
Wm, Warburton. Creaton.
Jerem. Rudsdell. Trade , Nor-

thampton.
1743.

Thomas Morison. Shot .
Mala chi Blake. Witney , Bath .
Humfre y Marshall. Conforme d.
John Godwyn. Wisbea ch, Guea t-

wick.

Thomas Parson s.
Joh n England , M. D. Brist ol.
Samuel Lyde. Trade.
John Dunkley , Kirkstead .
Thomas Bing ham. Notting ham*Essex.
Benjamin Wills. Appledore .
Pet er Fab yan. Newton Bushel.
John Ferguson . Army.

1744.
John Holland. Conformed.
Edwar d Middl ecot, Esq.
Edward Penr y. Kent . Conformed.
Thomas Watson Coleford. Brid ge-

water , Som.
1745.

William Holman . Trade.
Joh n Cogan . Trade.
William Lincoln. Beccles,Ipsvriclv
Samuel Clark . Birmin gham.
Jabez Hirons. Wigston * Harbo-

rough.
Thomas H iron s. St. Albans.
John Coplestone. Trade .
Richard Simpson. Westmoreland ,

Warle y, near Ha lifax.
Rich ard Jones . Camb rid ge, Peck**

ham.
James Robertson . Assistant Edin-

burgh Professor.
1746.

Hugh Somerville , Esq. Scotland.
Daven ant Hankins , Esq. Tewke*-

bury.
Josiah Follet. Bury.
David Graham . Tewkesbury * Yeo»

vi l.
Ster. Adding ton. Harborough .
Jere. Tidcomb. Conformed .
Sir Henry Hoghton .

1747.
Will Renkin e. Army.
David Kenned y.
Jo hn Affleck . Middle burgh , Hol-

land.
Richard Denny. Buckby.
William Far r. M. D.
John Hou ghton . Nant wich, York-

shire.
Jose ph Birch . Trade .
William Boughton. Bucking ham.
Thomas Stran ge. Kilsb y.
Thomas Urw ick. Worcester , Nar-

borou gh.
John Williamso n-
John Heap. Darking , Chichefter.

1748.
William Beasley.
Nich. Clayton. Liver pool*Clement Glynn.
Jam es Taylorf U»q,
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Mr. Editor, Oct. 2,% 1815.

I 
HAVE had the happiness of be-
ing for nearly thirty years the mi-

nister of a respectable society of Uni-
tarian Christians on the broad basis,
in a populous country town. So ma-
ny circumstances concur to render my
situation comfortable; I have so few
worldly cares, so many kind friends,
and such serious and candid hearers,
that I am often induced to adopt the
exclamation of the Psalmist, with
heartfelt gratitude to the gracious Dis-
poser of my lot, " The lines are fal-
len unto me in pleasant places, yea,
I have a goodly heritage.*' I have
indeed experien ced those trials, which
every pastor who has the charge of a
society for any considerable time, must
expect. He cannot but feel anxiety
for the hazardous situation of inexpe-
rienced youth surrounded by tempta-

tions, and for the melancholy case of
those of his flock, who at any time
err from the path of virtue. He can
not but tenderly sympathize with his
afflicted friends* and partake of their
sorrows. Death will dissolve the most
endearing connexions, and he will be
often called to bid his final adieu to
those whom he highly valued, and
whose loss to the circles of private
friendsh ip, to the cause of religion
and the community at large, he most
sensi bly feels and sincerely laments .
To trials of this kind, Sir, I am no
stranger. Occasionally also some who
were my constant attendants, either
dissatisfied with the doctrines they
heard from the pulpit, or influenced
by some other motive, have with-
drawn from our worship, and " the
places among us which once knevr
them, have known them no more.1*
I am led to these reflections by a let-
ter, to which an accidental circum-
stance has lately directed my atten-
tion, sent to me a few years ago by a
respectable young lady who left my
ministry for the Established Church,
alleging as the reason for the step she
had taken, her disapprobation of my
religious sentiments. The following
is my answer, with such alterations,
omissions and additions, (and these
are considerable) as the revisal of the
copy with a view to the press has
suggested . If you think it calculated
to assist your young readers, in th eir
serious inquiries respecting the pure
Christian doctrine and the proper
object of religious worship, it is much
at your service for insertion in your
valuable Repository.

A UNITARIAN MINISTER.
My dear Madam,

That all Christians have a right te
j udge and act for themselves in reli-
gious matters, in things which con -
cern God, con science, and their eter-
nal salvation, is the fi rst principle of
Protestantism. I cannot possibly
therefore disapprove of the step you
have taken in the exercise of this
right, provided it be done with all
due deliberation . I have always felt,
I now f eeh and I trust shall alway s
feel a disposition to value and reaper
worthy conscientious persons, how-
ever much they may differ from me
in religious sentiment. My general
strain of preaching you k now to oe
practical, and when led occasionally
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William Semple, Esq.
Wadsworth Busk, Esq.
Edmund Offley, Esq.
Eben. Ratcliff. Loudon.

1749.
Henry Cutler.
John Bradfoot-
, Mercer. Chowbent, Lancashire.
Jos. Browne. Coventry, London.
Nathaniel White. Hinckley, Leeds,

London.
Newcome Cappe. -York.
Thomas Blake. Crookherne, West.
Joseph Gel lib rand. Tottenham.
Henry Moore. West Modbury.
John Walker. Framlingham, Suf-

folk.
Peter Rocquet. Trade.
Andrew Behmen. Trade.
P. A. Dehondt. Trade—bookseller

in London.
Earl of Dunmore.
William Rose. Tutor.
—-- Henderson .

1750.
Ratcliffe Scholefield. Whitehaven,

Birmingham.
Thomas Robins. Bromwich, Da-

ventry.
H. Holland. Prescot, Ormskirk.
Matt. Rolleston, M. D. Trade.
Win. Proctor. Witney, Stamford .
John Alexander. Norwich, Long-

don.
Thomas Tayler. London.
William Howe. Essex.
— Jackson, Coventry.
— Boulton, Baptist. Dublin,



fo oppose what appear to me prevail-
ing errors, it affords me pure pleasure
to reflect , that you never heard me
speak in the least degrading terms of
those who mai n tain them, or pro-
nounce respecting persons who cannot
subscribe to my creed, that " they
would without doubt perish everlast-
ingly." Excellence of ch;-racier ought
to be estimated , in my opinion , not
by the articles of faith a man professes,
but bv the pious ?md amhbJe qualities
he displays. W hen I see these in any
class of Christians, they have my sin-
cere esteem and respect, whether
they attend my ministry or not ; whe-
ther they belong to the established
Church , or any denomination of Dis-
senters. " By their fruits," says our
common master, " ye shall know
them, and a good tree bringeth forth
good fruit."

The reason you allege for leaving
my ministry, which you have at-
tended from your earliest days, is your
disapprobation of the principles I ad-
vance in the pulpit. Whatever con-
cern I feel at losing so respectable a
member of my society, it gives me
Teal sati sfaction to think, that it has
proceeded from my having faithfull y
discharged my duty, in avowing with-
out disguise, what appeared to my-
self to be the pure doctrines of the
Christian revelation . Had you thought
proper to let me know, whilst an at-
tendant on my ministry, what were
the principles to which you objected,
and the grounds of you r objections,
I would readilv have done all that
laid in nay power to afford you satis-
faction . I would more especiall y
have recommended to your serious and
diligent perusal, before you had joined
the established church, the admirable
letters, on the subject, of the late ven-
erable advocate for the rights of con-
science the Rev. Micaiah Towgood ,
whose memory must be ever dear to
the friends of religious freedom.*

* Since wri tin g tliis lette r, two ser-
mons have been published , the one en-
titled , " The Princi ples of Protestant Dis-
inters j stat ed and vindicated ," by the
&ev. Dr. Rees ; the other on " The Rea -
sons of the Pro testant Reli gion " by the
Rer . Dr . Pye Smith . If I thoug ht that
the respectable author of that popular
Work of fancy , " The Velvet Cushion ,"
**as in the habit of reading - the Mont h ly
*teposi tovy? and would reg-ar d the ad vice

Some, I am aware, th ink it in-
cumbent on them to attend the ser-
vice of the establ ished church , merely
because it is the established religion
of the country in which they live. I
know not whether it is on this prin-
ciple, that you hav e left the Dissen-
ters . If it he, consider, my dear Ma-
dam, what is the fair deduction from
it On this ground , how is it justi -
fiable in any individuals to attempt
introducing the gospel itself among
a people, with whom an establish-
ment of any rel igious system and mode
of worship, previously subsisted ! Is
it not also putting Christianit y, the
pure revelation of the Divine will,
and the charter of our best hopes,
on the. same foot ing/ with every other
established religion however absurd
and idolatrous ? Perhaps you think
the obligation to conformity arises
from its being a Christian, not a Hea-
then or Mahomedan establishment.
How then does the case stand on this
supposition, eyen without extending
our views beyond his Majesty's do-
minions ! A person is born in Eng-
land , and while he resides here, is
bound to attend the episcopal esta^
blished church. Circumstances, how-
ever, render it expedient for him to
leave South Britain and live in Scot-
land. On the principle we have as-
sumed, he must join the Kirk, the
established church there, and become
a Presbyterian. After some years, ur-
gent affairs suppose, cal l him to cross
the Atla ntic and settle in Canada, in
North America, still in his Maj esty's

of a Unitarian minister , I would humbl y
recommend to his perusal these two Dis-
courses (together with " A Vindic ation of
R eligious Liberty :" a Sermon by the R,ev.
R . Ash land ) be fo re he published an other
edition . He mi ght then be led to ad mit,
that some reasons of appa rent wei ght ara
ad vance d , in favour of the li ^-ht of pr i vate
jud gment in matters of reli g ion , and of
worshi p ing* God accordin g* to the dictat es
of conscience, and as a necessary infer -
ence, the ri ght of d istinct Christian so-
cieties to choose thei r" own ministers : po-
sitions these to which the well-meanin g*
Vicar in u The Vel v et. Cushion ' 7 objects ,
though the one is the leading princip le of
P rotestantis m, without w hich the reform a-
tion from Popery cannot be justified , and
the other a fair dc due lion from it. lie is
generall y supp osed to express the rea l sen-
timents of the autho r 1 the present Vic^r ef
Harrow,
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dominions, where it has been thought
expedient by our government to es-
tablish the Catholic faith. Not dis-
posed to countenance schism by dis-
senting from the established religion
of the land , he renounces Protestant-
ism, professes himself a Roman Ca-
tholic, makes confession of his sins to
the priest, and conforms to all those
rites and ceremonies, which he had
before deemed to be siJIy and super-
sti tious. One year rapidl y succeeds
an other, and brin gs on old age with
its increasing infi rmities- lie sighs
for his native country, and wishes his
remains, when the vital spark is ex-
tinguished, to find a grave in the land
which stive him birth. He returns to
this happy island , the most favoured
spot in the known habitable globe,
again becomes a Protestant, and ex-
pires in the bosom of the established
Church of England^ Thus according
to his local situation , he must be in
the course of a few years, on the
principle laid down, (and which many
respectable writers have endeavoured
to vindicate,) an English Episcopalian,
n Scotch Presbyterian, a Canadian
Roman Catholic, and then again a
sound member of the Church as by
law established among us.

If such be the necessary operation
(and I think it must be admitted) of
the principle of conformity to the es-
tablished religion of the state, because
it is established, I am surprised that
any enlightened Christian, who has
the least regard for *' the truth as it
is in J esus," can otherwise than per-
ceive and feel the futility of it. Is it,
my dear Madam , too much f or  me to
presume, that you admit this to be a
principle, which when carri ed to its
j ust conclusion, you find will not stand
the test of impartial examination? Me-
thinks I hear you exclaim, I j oin the
Church of Eng land , Sir, on account
of its own intrinsic merits, as supe-
rior to any other system of faith and
worship I know. These indeed form
the proper standard by which the es-
tablished church ought to be tried .
In the observations 1 think myself
called on to make on this occasion,
whatever be my opinion of its consti-
tution , its creeds and articl es, its rites
and ceremonies, and its forms of de-
motion , I would by no means cast any
ii ngencrous reflections on the integrity
of those who do not feel those scruples
in coiiforprins' to it, wliich I do, "To

their own master they stand or fall."
Among them are certainl y man y en-
lightened , pious, libera l, conscience
tious men, who would do honour to
any community, and for some of its
members personally I feel sincere re-
spect and cordial regard. This is not
inconsistent with my having serious
objections to thei r system of faith and
mode of worship, to some of which [
beg leave to cal l your attention. Con-
sider then , my dear Madam, what our
blessed Lord declared before Pilate,
the Roman Governor, " My kingdom
is not of this world." But can this be
said of the Church of England ? Is
is not merely a civil establishment , a
creature of the State > To the State
it owes its existence, by the State it
subsists, on the State it depends for
all its power, authority and emolu-
ments. The clergy, it cannot be de-
nied, are as much officers of the State
as those who are commissioned to vin-
dicate its supposed rights and fi ght
its battles either by sea or land. The
King, at present in his name the
Prince Regent, or when a woman is
seated in the British throne, the
Queen , is the supreme head of the
Church, " vested with all power to
exercise all manner of ecclesiastical
jurisdiction."*

* Arc hbishop V/ake observes, th at " tht
Prince is not obliged to confirm whatever
the Clergy shal l think fit to determine ,
but has a power of annulling1 and reject-
ing * what they have clone, to alter or im-
pro ve, to add or take from it ." Wake's
" Authority of Princes," p. 130, as quoted
by " Towg-ood in his Letters to White,"
p. 256, 6th edition . Harry Vllltli , of
persecuting* and liceutious memory? de-
pri ved the Pop e of Home of be ing- the
Head of the Eng lish Church , an d vested
that power in himself, which has descend-
ed to his successors to the British throne.
This was exercised by Queen Anne, in the
case of Wbiston . "The Bishops and Cler-
gy in convocation had solemnl y decreed
his books on the Trinity to be dangerous
and heretical " They app lied to the Quee n
to sanct ion their proceeding's, which sh«
declined 5 and this refusal of a woman had
more weight and authority than the grave
decisions of the learned and venerable bo-
dy. While, however, the assertor of the
ri g ht of Princes, and the advocate for
priestl y claims to decide in controversies
of faith , and to lord it over the conscience*
of their fellow-mortal s, are disp uting the
point with each other, the enlightened,
corwuptoat Christian iwlfUy* tcfl* both. !«•

690 Letter on Conformity to the Established Church *



It is a point which requires due
deliberation, by the person who wish-
es to act in every respect becoming a
consistent Christian, whether confor-
mity to such an establishment of re-
ligion, interferes with the allegiance
due to Jesus Christ, who is appointed
by God his heavenly Father, " the
head over all things to the Church,'7
and the sole lawgiver in his spiritual
kingdom . To myself it appears in
that light. Should you , however, my
dear Madam, see no force in this ob-
je ction, you surely are not disposed
to give up your right of pri vate judg-
ment respecting what the Church
really determines, and whether or not
this accords with the Christian reve-
lation. For this purpose, may I be
permitted to recommend to you to
read over its articles with serious at-
tention, and impartially bring them
to the test of the sacred scriptures.
Compare also the Athanasian Creed
with the Nicene, and both with what
is called the A postles', and I am much
mistaken if you do not perceive an
inconsistency in point of doctrine of
the one with the other. Sure I am
that you will determine the damna-
tory clauses of the first , to be totally
inconsistent with any authority which
man has a right to assume, and with
the mild, amiable and liberal spirit
of the gospel of grace and love.

These objections to the established
Church, you may conceive, in a more
peculiar manner to respect the Clergy,
who are obliged to subscribe its arti-
cles, to embrace its creeds, and to con-
duct its services. Let this be admit-
ted ; but does it therefore follow, that
the laity have no concern, in giving
thei r countenance to a system thus es-
tablished, and attending a service in
which two of these creeds are statedly
read every Lord's Day, and the other
(erroneously attributed to St. Athana-
sius) enjoined to be sung or said four-

Pri nce and the Prie st, u one is our master
even Christ j" and whether we reside in
a palace or a cottag-e, whether denonii-
nated clergy or laity, all of us who call
ourselves afte r his name- "are brethren ,"
and have no (sp iritual dominion over one
another . We would " render to Csesar
*he things wliicli are Caesar's," and vene-
*'ate the ministers of religion so long- as
they are humble, unassuming', dili gent
*nd faithfu l, but we must " render to God
the things which are God's."

teen times a year ? You , 1 doubt
not will agree with me, that the
prayers in which all the persons pre-
sent are supposed to jo in, should be
as much as possible unobjectionable,
and formed on the plan of Christian
worship laid down in the New Testa-
ment. That which heretofore you
have been in the habit of attendinc.
is the worship of the one God the Fa-
ther, through the one mediator the
man Christ Jesus. For this v we think
we can plead the authority of those
sacred scriptures, to which all Prot es-
tant Christians appeal , as the guide
of their faith and worship, and the
rule of their condu ct , to both the pre-
cepts and examples of our blessed Lord
and his holy apostles. In proof of this
position give me leave, among innu-
merable other passages, to refer you
to Matt. iv. 10, " Thou shalt worship
the Lord th y God, and him only shalt
thou serve." John iv. 2S, " The
hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshipers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth , for the
Father seeketh such to worship him.'*
John xvi. 23, " In that day," says
Christ to his disciples, " ye shall ask
me nothing ; verily I say unto you,
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, he will give it you." See
also Matt. vi. 9, Mark xi. xxv, John
xviu 1, 2 and 3, 1 Cor. viii. 6.

Can any declarations be plainer and
more express thaw those contained in
the above passages ? May I be per-
mitted, my dear Madam, to recom-
mend to vour serious consideration *whether some parts of the public ser-
vice of the Established Church, be
not inconsistent therewith. I refer
you particularly to the Litany, which
is read, if I mistake not, every Lord's
Day. " O God the Father of heaven,
have mercy upon us miserable sin-
ners I O God the Son , Redeemer of
the world, have mercy upon us, mi-
serable sinners ! O God the Hol y
Ghost, proceeding from the Father
and the Son, . have mercy u pon us
miserable sinners ! O hol y blessed
and glorious Trinity , three Persons
and one God , have mercy upo n us
miserable sinners !1T

Divine revel ation teaches us the
unit y, perfections and providence of
the Creator and Governor of Uic Uni-
verse, unrivaled in majest y ami glory,
but the Litany places two other be-
ings in the rank of Godhead, bl iaring
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his honours with him. Divine reve-
lation presents us with but one ob-
ject of religious adoration and wor-
ship, the Litany with various objects
of address in our prayers, viz. God
the Father, God the Son, God the
HoJy Ghost, and then all united un-
der the appellation of " the holy, bles-
sed and irlorious Trinity.1*

Though 1 do not consider the dif-
ferences su bsisting among the various
classes of Christians, as affecting the
essentials to salvation, which depen d
more upon the sincerity of 1he heart ,
the piety and benevolence of the dis-
position and the holiness of the life,
than the peculiarities of the creed ;
yet surely what respects divine wor-
ship must be admitted to be of great
importance* This, my dear Madam,
is deserv ing the serious attention cf
every professing Christian, who toish-
es to serve God: agreeably to the rules
prescribed in his word. We should
endeavour, by the daily stud y of the
sacred scriptures, (like the Psalmist,
Whose " delight was in the law ef
the Lord, and in whose law he medi-
tated day and night,") uniting our
earnest prayers for all needful aid, with
our diligent and impartial inquiries,
to enlighten our minds in the know-
ledge of his will revealed by Jesus
Christ, as well as to follow the dic-
tates of our consciences. Then, what-
ever system of faith and worship we
embrace, we shall feel the pleasing
consciousness of Christian integrity.
We shall adorn and recommend the
doctrine we profess, by a suitable life
and conduct, and lay a good founda-
tion for the hope of divine acceptance
through the inercy of God in Christ
Jesus•

Now, my dear Madam, adieu. I
need not surejy express a wish that
you will take what I hav e written, in
good part. Had I not addressed you
Fr-eely on this occasion, though 1 trust
with respect aim candour, it would
not I think be doin g j ustice to you,
to myself, and to 1 he princi ples i pro-
fess. Believe me to bo, thou gh no
longer your paster, ) cnvv sincere
friend , and a fervent well-wither to
your religious improvement, your
present comfort and your future hap-
piness.

N. B. As there is no secret in this
letter, you are at liberty to shew it
to any one you think proper.

Sir, Bromley, Oct. 29, 1815,

I 
AM old enough to have witnessed
the interest excited, amon g se-

rious persons, by the publication , in
1776, of Mr. Soanie Jenyns's View of
the internal Evidence of the Christian
Religion. The author had been sus-
pected of Deism, probably on account
of some passages in his Letters on the
Nature and Origin of c Evil9 though in
tl e preface to a 4th edition of that
work he had disc laimed the imputa-
tion . That suspicion was, however,
now revived. The author of the View
was supposed , with w hat j ustice I
cannot discover, to h*tve insidiousl y
caricatured Christianity by represent-
ing it as prohibiting w.°.r5 under every
pret ence ; al so as excluding fro m the
rank of Christian virtues , Patriotism
and Friendship, according' to their
common definitions,* It is ©ul v with
Mr. Jenyns's account of patriotism,
which I transcribe, that 1 am con-
cerned at present.

" Patrioti sm also, that celebrated
virtue so much practised in ancient,
and so much professed in modern
times, that virtue, which so long pre-
served the l iberties of Greece, and
exalted Rome to the empire of the
world : this celebrated virtue, I say,
must also be excluded 5 because it not
only falls short of, but directly coun-
teracts the extensive benevolence of
this religion . A Christian is of no
country, he is a citizen of the world $
and his neighbours and countrymen
are the inhabitants of the remotest
regions, whenever their distresses de-
mand his friendly assistance : Chris-
tianity commands us to love ail man-

* The following very modern view of
the duties of a patri ot , I extracted from a
public print at the commencement of the
late sanguinary contest . The doctrin e it
teac hes has not been always so fairl y »-
vowed , yet it may be regarde d as •describ-
ing' the p ractical patriotism of our Chris *
tian Courts , Cam ps and Corpor ation s.

u We lament that our own hopes are not
so sang-uine as most of our contemp orar ies',
but our wishes are equall y ard ent , thoug h
we are not persuaded, to the same degree,
of the ju stice, policy, or necessity of the
war. However , it is the duty of eve ry
man , from the moment that his cou ntr y J *
involved in hostilities , Ixe the prin ciple
leg itimate or unju st, to direc t all his ef-
forts, as well as his vows, to promote th#
honour and success -of'the nati onal ar ms.
Public Ledger- Monday. June 5, 18i§5'.
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Jdnd, Patriotism to oppress all other
countries to advance the imaginary
prosperity of our own : Christianity
enj oins us to imitate the universal be-
nevolence of our Creator, who pours
forth his blessings on every nation
upon earth ; Patriotism to copy the
mean partiality of an Eng lish parish
office r, who thinks injustice and cru-
elty meritorious, whenever they pro-
mote the interests of his own incon-
siderable v illage. This has ever been
a favourite virtue with mankind, be-
cause it conceals self-interest under the
mask of public spirit, not only from
others, but even from themselves, and
gives a licence to inflict wrongs and
inj uries not only with impunity, but
with applause ; but it is so diametri-
cally opposite to the great character-
istic of this institution, that it never
could have been admitted into the list
of Christian virtues." View. 3d ed.
pp. 58—60.

The following Note addressed by
Mr. G ranville Sharp to my honoured
father will shew how this passage had
attracted their attention.

" Mr. Granville Sharp presents his
compliments to Mr. Rutt, and begs
his acceptance of the books sent here-
with, which he mentioned to him
this morning.

In the tract intituled, The Laiv of
Liberty, in pages 10 to IB, Mr. Rutt
will see that Patriotism is so far from
being inconsistent with the gospel (as
Mr. Jennings {Je nyns] has asserted )
that it is, on the contrary, one of the f irs t
duties of the gospel; being founded> not
only in the second great commandment
respecting the love and friendship  we
owe to our neighbour, but also, in
the highest degree, is promoted by
the Love we owe to God (according to
the first great commandment) which
cann ot be manifested in any way so
effect ually as in risking all things
(life not exoepted ) for the good of
mankind.

Old Jewry, 18th Oct. 1776/'
The author of the View could not

have desired a more satisfactory j us-
tification than is afforded by the pas-
sages in Mr. Sharp's Law of Liberty,
and the whole tenor of his note, es-
pecjally the close. Mr. S. was, in-
deed, like his correspondent, incapa-
ble of patriotism at the expense of
philanthropy. They were both too
<nuch unvoted to do good to all, as

they had opportunity, and to break
every yoke of oppression.

Mr. Sharp was liighly favoured
with a long life, in which to exem-
p lify the onl y patriotism he could in-
dulge. It was unknow n to Greece or
Rome, except in the ret ired musing
of some philosopher, or an occasional
fli ght of eloquence,* but in the view
of that Christian philanthrop ist it pro-
posed nothing less than the good of
mankind. M y father died within a
y ear after the date of this note ; cut
oti, by an accident , in the prime of
life, though he Iiad happil y attai ned
the wise man's honourable age. He
had been long acquai nted with Mr.
Sharp and his family, and they were
now united by a mutual abhorrence
of the war against American liberty,
to av oid any participation in which,
Mr. Sharp had resigned a place in th%
Office of Ordnance.

I remain, Sir, Yours, &c.
J. T, R UTT .

Middle Scheme, cr the Old School. 693

Sir,

I 
OBSERVE that the writer of ths
Obituary of Mr. Dendy (p. 656)

represents him to have been in reli-
gious opinions ' a discip le of the old
school,' his opinions being * the mid-
dle scheme,' the sentiments, in short,
of Mr. J. Evans and Mr. H. Wor-
thington. Now, Sir, I hav e an impres-
sion that Dr* Lindsay, in his Funeral
Sermon , praises Mr. VVorthington for
not urging his peculiar opinions upon
his hearers, and indeed i know that
it is to this moment a point of dispute
at Salters' Hall whether Mr. Wov-
thuj gton believed in the Trinity. Mr.
Worthington's n ame then does not
explain * the middle scheme,' the doc-
trine of* the old school ;' and the ob-
j ect of my letter is to ask Mr. Evans,
whom 1 take to be the writer of the
article referred to, where I may learn

* Though it was the policy of Rome"to
sacrifice the happiness of the world to the
glory of the eterna l city^ her language ha»
supp l ied two philanthrop ic max ims which
are too concise and comprehensive not to
have become trite . Cicero somewhere de-
scribes mankind as one corporation , Uni~
versu s hie mundus umz clvitas communis
hominum existimanda \ and Terence makes
one of his characters thus devote himself to
the service of the human race? Homo sum,
et huj uani a, me nil aiienum pu t*.



Sik, Oct. 27, 1815.
r £ ^HE following ext ract from the
JL British P lutarc h, article Lowth,

may be an agreeable addi tion to the
i nformation communicated in your
Review of Dr. Price's Life (p. 506) .

"On Ash-Wednesday, 1779, Bish op
ILowUi preached at the Chapel Royal ;
and in a note to th is sermon, which
was afterwards printed , he attacked
some of Dr. Price's sentiments, con-
cernin g government. In a postscript
to one of his cwn sermons Dr. Price
defended himself with great spirit ;
and Mr, Hay ley, in An Elegy on the
Ancient Greek 31odel9 which he in-
scribed to Bishop Lowth, introduced
in the following lin es, a kind of ex-
postulation with him for having, in
some degree, deserted the interests of
freedom.
O Lowth ! we saw th y radian t name on

hi g-h ,
Amidst the pu rest li ghts of learning 's sk y;
And long-, if true to Freedom 's guiding

voice,
Long in that splendour shall that sphere

rejoice ;
One passing* vapour shall dissolve away,
And leave th y glory 's unohstructed ray .
But while on Fame's high precipice you

^ stand 7
B> nobly firm } nor bend the vi rtuous

hand ,
FilFd with rich sweets from Freedom"̂

flow ry mead,
To pluck servility 's obliviou s weed !
High, in the Court's ran k soil that creeper

winds
And oft with dark embrace the crosier

binds ;
While squeczM fro m thence the subtl e pre-

late flings
Its luscious poison in the oar of Kings .

(Brit . Plut. 4th ed. Dublin , 1793. ii,
837.)

The ** passages" mentioned (p.
£06) as quoted from " tj be learned

prelate,1' were I apprehend taken
from his Sermon in 1758, at the
Bishop's Visitation . Among other
j ust sentiments it contains the follow-
ing : " An opinion is not therefore
false, because it contradicts received
notions j but whether true or false
let it be submitted to a fair examina-
tion ; truth must, in the end be ,7
gainer by it, and appear w ith greater
evidence." This sermon was reprinted
about th i rty years ago, and largely
circulated by the friends of free in-
quiry, civi] and religious.

OTIOSUS.

694 Bp . Lowth and Dr. Price.—Gift of Tongues.

his own sen timents, as the means of
coming at the knowledge of * the
middle scheme' and *the oSd school ,'
so much talked of and praised by some
people. What would Mr. Berriugton
say of Mr. Evans 's ' old school 1 ?
And as to * the middle scheme,' it has
Sometimes occurred to me to inquire
what is the middle p ath between truth
and error ?

I am
A Young Scholar and no Midd le-

Man.

Sir, Get. 18, 1815.
F1F1HE correspondent from Lynn
JL respectfull y than ks Mr. Belsham

for his explanatory thoughts on th e
Gift of Tongues, which have appear-
ed at page 556 of your last number.
They are for the most part sufficientl y
expl icit \ asid they also seem more or-
thodox than many of the thought s
that have been sometimes en tertained
and promulgated by that gentleman.
They have not, however, entirely sa-
tisfied y our present correspon dent, or
removed from his mind the doubts
and difficulties which used previously
to present themsel ves. Not that he
ever questioned the existence, in the
apostolic age, of what' is called the
Gift of Tongues ; but he has often
felt himself unable to conceive wh at
it precisely meant, or how to give of
it a proper and adequate definition.

Supposing with Mr. B, that it con-
sisted in " a power miraculously com-
municated to the apostles, and to ma-
ny of t^he fi rst converts, of speaking
various lan guages, which they had
never learn ed," still it would seem
very odd * that no notice is taken of
their ever availing themselves of that
miraculous power, in countries whose
languages were to them unknown.—"
And it would seem no less odd, when
this communication, or gift , caused
so much amazement, and appeared so
unaccountable to the multitude, on
the day of Pentecost, that Peter should
refer them to a certain ancien t pro-
phecy, as then fulfilling, and as suffi-
cient to unra vel the whole mystery ;
which prophecy, at the same nine,
does not apparently contain the least
hint,, or intimation, of any thing like
the miraculous power for which Mr.
13. contends, and which he thinks go



tually constituted the gift in question.
Jt is also not a little remarkable, that
Paul, who so often mentions this
gift , appears to have but a low idea
of it , compared with some others ;
f or he places it, not onl y much below
that of prophecy, but even below all
the other gift s, as what was of the
least use or importance among them
all ; which he, surely? would not hav e
done, had his idea of it corresponded
with that of Mr. B. for, in that case,
he must have deemed it of very great
importance, especiall y toward s dis-
seminating the gospel, or spreading
the knowledge of Christ among strange
and distant nations. (See 1 Cor. xii,
28, and xiv. 5, 390

But whatever this gift of tongues
really was ; whether wh at Mr. B.
imagines or not ; and whether it stood
high or low—was of superior, or of
inferior importance, among those ex-
traordinary gifts conferred on the pri-
mitive Christians, it must be allowed
that the account given of it in the
New Testament is very obscurely ex-
pressed ;—so that men of the fi rst
character, in point of learning and in-
tellectual sagacity, have entertai ned
concerning it very different and con-
tradictory opinions. This is particu-
larly the case as to the first account of
the communication of this miraculous
gift, in the history of the occurrences
of the Day of Pentecost. Some have
conceived that the miracle was
wrought on the hearers , and not on
the speakers, and that the latter spoke
only the Jewish language, which be-
came Latin to the Rom an hearers,
Greek to the Grecians, Coptic to the
Egyptians , A rabic to the A rabians,
and Persic to the Parthians and Isla-
mites, and so on. Others have ima-
gined, that the speaking with tongues
which then took place, was speaking
the old Hebrew, (then a dead lan-
guage, or understood and spoken only
by the doctors,) instead of the vul gar
tongue of Judea, or the dialect of Ga-
lilee.—Others agai n have understood
th at the speakers were miraculously
empowered to speak all foreign Ian ¦
guages, or, at least, the languages of
all those foreign countries where any
of the strangers who were then in Je-
rusalem had settled or resided—It
may be j ust added , that others have
fancied, that speaking with tongues
only means speaking in tones, or mu-
j ical n^tes^^-which, really, as Mr. B.

has intimated, does not »eem a verv
tenable notion. But untenable as it
appears, and difficult as it may be to
defend and establish it , the diffi culty,
perhaps, would not be much less aa
to any one of the other opinions, when
all the passages of scripture that re-
late to the case in question are fairly
brought to bear upon it.—It is not,
however, the wish of your corres->
pondent to provoke a controversy up-
on this or any other subject. Nor i»
he inclined to lengthen the present
communication. He thinks that he
has said quite enough to induce Mr.
B. or any of your other able corres-
pondents to resume the discussion, if
they can th row any additional light.,
upon this dark and disputable ques-
tion.

Sir, Oct. 31, 1815.
f  9 1HOUGH several of your volu mes
JL contain valuable notices respect-

ing Servetus, I am not aware that the
following has appeared among them.
I copy it from a pamphlet, entitled
*' Authentic Memoirs of the Life of
Richard Mead, M. D. 1755," which
is a translatio n from the " Eloge du
Docteur Richard Mead," in tli e Jo ur-
nal JBritta nniquey 1754. xiv. 215, by
Maty the elder, who acknowleges
his obligation respecting that article,
to Dr. Birch.

" Mr. J Je Boze, for thirty-seven
years Secretar y of the Academy of
Inscriptions and Selles-Lettres, kept
up the strictest correspondence with
the Doctor. He frequently received
from him some valuable piece for the
Cabinet of the King of France, and
never failed of making him a return
of the same kind. The scarce and
perhaps the only copy of Servetus's
last book, passed from the shelves of
our English Worthy to those of his
fri end ,* in exchange for a thousand
presents he had received from him,'*
P. 55.

1 he fi rst notice of Servetus in En-
ylishf after the translation of Calvin 1

*
Institutes, in l6S4,t was probably in

*" LVxemplai re rare et peut-e'tre, uni que
du dernier livre de Servet passa du cabinet
de notre A nglois dans celui de son ami. '*
Journ . Brit. xiv . 244 .

-f It is remarkable that in the Index t»
this translation, there is only one reference
to Servttue * and tha t incorrect. I f ind
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On Natural Relig ion*
(Concluded from p. 622.)

IT is objected , that the advocates of
this syste m, take of the things of

the yospeU and exhibi t them to the
worl d, as parts of the religion of w«-
Utre. But, how does this appea r ?
They do not , in thi s view, trench up*
on any of the peculiarities of Chr is-
tianity : no sober writer of this class,
ever thoug ht of comparing nat ur al ,
with revealed religion , us a whole ;
or Socrates with Jesus Chris t, as a
Divine Teacher ; or the heathen mo-
ra lists with the sacred writ ers ; or
the pr ofoundes t reasonings , with com-
plete and absolute assurance. The
super-add ed authori ty of revelation,
independe nt of other circumstance s,
must ever turn the scale. Nor are we
to consider the actua l state of the hea-
th en world in different periods , and
especiall y at the time of our Saviour 's
advent ; or the extrav agant sects and
opinion s of some of the anci ent phi-
losophers, as solid arg uments against
the verity and importance of natural
reli gion. Are there no extra vagant
sects among the profess ors of the gos-
pel ? No rever ies among Christian
philosophers and Christi an divines >
It is an old but important maxim—
The ab use, or neglect of a ru le, is no
reasoft against the rule. The gospel
is a perf eot law ; but , has it abolished
privat e and public robbery ; murd er
and adultery ; bigotr y and supersti-
tion ; war and slavery ? Human sa-
crifices, and the dereliction of disea sed
and mis-shapen child ren , from mis-
taken princi ples of piety and benevo-
lence, were practise d by some of the
ancient heath ens ; and Chris ti an Bish-
ops and Inquisitors , ha ve per secuted
and destroyed the body for the good
of the soul : and holy war s hav e been
undertaken , pr ofessedly for the glory
of (rod and the propagati on of the
trwe religion : but certa inly, nat ur e
no mare teache s the one, than the
goapel the other. « The Romans,'*

says Montesquie u, €i deserved well of
Imwian *iatare , for makin g it a coo-
dftion , in their treaty with the Car-
thaginians , that they rih owld abstain
in future , from otffertfi g their chil-
dren to the GUxis." Some of their
Writers have been supposed to ju stify
suicide ; hat there are passages in Se-
neca agatwst tlt is opinion ; a«d Epic-
tetiw expre ^Sy WHskra ns it: J*e <***

6t$ On Natu ral Religion.

a very small volume, now before me,
published in 1652. It is entit led ,.
" Two Discourse s. I. Of God and
his Providence. 2 Of Christ , his
Miracles and Doct rine , out of the il-
lustrious Hu sfo Grotius ,* with An
Appendix concern ing 1 his jud gment
in sundry poi nts controverted. By
the Translator of the same Author de
Imper io " The translator was Cle-
ments Bar ksdal e, who dates from
Hawling. The Appendix consists of
passages selected from the Votum pro
p ace ecclesiastica contra Rivetum, and
classed under different heads , among
which is the following ;

" Of Servetus.
Servetus's books , by the dilige nce

of Ca lvin, were burn t, riot only at
Geneva , bu t in other places. Yet
I confess, in my life time, I have seen
one copy of Serve tus's book in Lf ctin ;
wherein tru ly I f ound not those things
which Calvin objects against him.
Michael Servetus, by the procurement
of Calvi n, was burnt aH ve at Gen eva,
in the year 1553. What Melancthon
wrote of Servetus, after that time,
he had from Calvin. CEcolompadius
seems to have known him in Helvetia
before that ; but he thought hitn fit
to be exploded, not killed . But Cal-
vin speaketh of himself, * I willingly
ack nowledge and own it that the ac-
cuser came for th from me.' He adds,
* It is not only free for the magistrate
ta punish the corrupters of heavenly
doctrine , but that which unsk ilfu l
*nen will not allow to be lawful f ox
them is comman ded them by God.'
And in an Epistle to Farellu s touch-
ing- the same Servetus, I hope at least
he will be sentenced to death "

From tlie translator s taste in his
selection , prece ding that I have quoted
with Grotius V Apology for Ms Let-
ter * to &omni<ms+ and following it
with one, Of Cakmi s Impatien ce  ̂ I
suspect that Mr. Barksda le was not
very othodox .

N. L. T.

by com paring 1 the inde x,, with the text , in
an edition of the Institutio n printed at
Geneva , 1602, that Calvin has named
Servetus , a doze?n times , at least , general ly
addin g sotne reproa chfu l epithet .

* Be Veritate , &c, On the Tru th of the
ChrJ iiitUifc Religion ; the two fort Sooto,



pare s it to a sentinel quitting his
post, without the order of his com-
mander . Polytheism and idolatry
were indeed pr odigious evils ; and it
was one princi pal design of the gos-
pel to abolish them : yet , un der this
wild and fabulou s system , (the cor-
ruption of natural rel igion,) were
couched many important lessons and
sublime truth s, as it hath been well
illustrated by Lord Bacon and other
writ ers on the an cient M ythology.
The grosser absurdities of the system ,
were however , obvious to every re-
flecting mind : thei r best wri ters ri-
diculed them in pr ivate , thoug h, in
public, they indolentl y gave way to
the popular superst i tions. Th us, the
langu age of Plato respe cting the
Deity, is the same with that of the
sacred writers : he calls him, O IZi $,
The One : and in general , the wiser
heathen s, thoug h they appea red to
coincide with the notion of inferior
and subordinate divinities , held the
existence of one supreme , ori ginal ,
infinite Mind , the great Ruler and
Lor d of all thin gs, his Providence
(Epicurus excepted ,) and mora l go-
vernment , together with the doc-
trines of a Diviiie afflatus , or assis-
tance to the vir tuous , and of a futur e
state of retribution to all mankind. *

But it is happy for those who have
no leisure or inclination to read the
work s ofcC those old, wise spirits , who
preserved nat ural reason and reli gion
in the midst of heathen darkness ,"-)-
that the sacre d writers hav e ascer-
tained these princi ples bey ond all rea-
sonable exception. In the 19th Psalm
which needs no comment , David lays
down this great pr inciple, that the
works of nat ure, lead us to the God
of natur e* " All people,'' says M.
Hen ry, " may hear these natura l, im-
mortal pr eachers speak to them in
their own tongue , the wond erful
w orks of God." St. Paul , Rom. i.
and iL, is more prec ise and determi-
nat e. He clearl y distinguishes be-
tween the actua l state of the heathen ,
and their capabilities , or , what they
might and ought to have done. He
rep resents them as " holding or dis-
cern ing the truth , in unri ghteousness :
for that which may be known of God

* See Dryden 's Fref. to Plut arch 's Lives ,
and Swift 's incomparable Letter to a young
Clergyman .
t Bish. Tavlor.

is manifest in them," (mind the
words) " for God hath shewed it un-
to them : for the invisible things of
him from the creation of the world ,
ar e clearl y seen, being und erstood by
the things that are mad e, even his
etern al power and Godh ead ,1' that is,
the ot her essential perfections of his
natu re , especiall y his wisdom and
goodness ; or if with the modern ver-
sions, we tran slate (q elotyj ^) his
" Prov idence," it amoun ts to the
same : for Pro vidence implies wisdom
and goodness as well as power : ex-
te rna l power is the f irst princi ple tha t
st r ikes us in contem plating the works
of natu re , then wisdom and goodness*
"T hese," says the Apostl e, ** are
clearl y seen * 7 by the attentive ob-
server ; an d that , from these abund ant
manifestations of the existence and
leadin g attributes of the Deity, they
might, by the due exercise of thei r
rat iona l faculties, have arri ved to a
fu rther competen t knowledge of his
mora l perfe ctions and govern ment, is
evident, from the pri nciples which
the apostle lays down in the 2nd
chapter respecting the " law in the
mind , w ritten in th eir hearts ," and
thei r " consciences excusing or ac-
cusin g" by which , those that have
not the " writte n law" are hereafte r
to be jud ged, and are now, a a law
unto themselv es." Besides these pas-
sages of scripture , many others might
be cited , upon which it would "be
superfluous to enlarge , " Behold , all
souls are mine," saith the Lord , by
the pro phet Ezekiel. David says,
" God hath fashioned the hearts of
men alike , and consideret h all their
works. " Now, to what end doth he
consider th em, bti t to call them to
accou nt ? And , hath he thus deter-
mine d, and yet given them no inwar d
intimation of it? Impossi ble. "The
voice of conscience is the voice of
God ; point ing out an hereafter , an<J
int imatin g etern ity to man ; for if
there be a God , he must del ight in
virtue , and that which He delights
in must (ulti matel y) be happy. "J The
book of Job furnishes a sublime spe-
cimen of the chief arguments for na-
tural reli gion ; and'i t does not appear
upon the lace of the histor y that the
her o of it was any th ing more than a
simple Theist.

The History of Cornelius, recorded

t Addiaon ,
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ia the 10th chapter of the Acts, is
worth a hundr ed books of controver-
sy upon this subject ; and appears to
be precise and determinate , as to two
points ;—the verity and acceptable-
ness of natural religion, as far as it
extends, and also, the obligation of
the true Theist to embrace any fur -
ther divine communications with
which he may be favou red . Com-
mentato rs suppose th at he was what
the Jews call , *« a prosel yte of the
gate." We read , only, that he was
•* A Roman Centurion , a devout man,
fearing God, with all his house, giving
much >alms to the people, and pray ing
to God alway ," By deep refl ection
and occasiona l conve rse with pious
Jews, he had attained to the know-
ledge and worsh ip of the true God $
was favoured with a heavenl y vision
to assure him of his pr esent inte rest
in the Divine regard , and dir ected to
an apostle, from whom he was to ac-
quire fu rther degrees of light and
knowledge, in .the way of truth and
salvation . But, supposing Cornelius
had died, before , or immediately af-
ter , this divine communication ;—do
you think that he would not have
been saved ? What —when he had
been assured , that " his prayers and
his alms had come up for a memorial
before God ?" The inference of the
inspired apostle upon this occasion is
very different : " Of a truth , I per-
ceive, that God is no respecter of per -
sons , but , in every nation , he that
feare th God, aad wor keth righteous-
ness, is accepted of him." Wlietber
we consider th is passage as an abstrac t
or general pr oposition, or limit it to
the qualifica tion and fitness of a vir-
tuous heathen to become a J ewish
pr oselyte, or a Christi an disciple; in
either case, the conclusion will be
much the same. In the fi rst, it es-
tablishes the verit y and acceptable -
ness of natural religion , wherev er it
exists ; in the latter , it proves such
a one a fit subject for revealed reli-
gion, whenever it shal l be fairl y pro-
posed to him ; and consequentl y, till
then , (unless invincible ignorance be
considered as a crime,) an immediate
and proper object of the Divine fa-
vour. Accordingly, we find , tha t
notwithstand ing this general conclu-
sion, Cornelius was to believe in
Christ , and to be bapti zed* If it be
*oid,4hat we canno t reason absolutel y
from the case of Cornelius, to thpt

of a pers on destitute of his previous
advantages ; the answer is, that we
have allowed different degrees of na-
tural advantages ; but contend that
every man, in the most imperfect
state of nat ure, has adva ntages suffi-
cient to lead him to the knowledge of
God, to the pra ctice of his dut y, and
to the belief, the fears and hopes of
futurit y: and the apostl e, in the dis-
mal pictu re which he draws of the
state of Gentilism , in his epistle to
the Romans , never vilifies the powers
of human nat ure , or insinua tes tha t
their ignorance and deprav ity were
natural and invincibl e ; or that they
had no advanta ges, but expressl y as-
sures us, th at they had, and that for
neglecting to improve them, they
were " without excuse.*'

In the c#se of Cornelius , says Dr.
Cave,* " Peter tell us, it was now
plain and evident that the part ition
wall was broken down, that God
had now no longer a particular kind-
ness for nations or persons ; tha t it
was not the nation but the relig ion ;
not the outward quality but the in-
war d temper , that recommends us to
God. That the devout and pious,
the righteous and good man , where-
ever he be, is equall y dear to Hea-
ven, and that the Deity has as much
respect for a just and virtuous person
in the wilds of Scythia , as upon Mount
Zion l"

Some of the ancient philosophers ,
and some modern writers may have
laid too much stress upon the idea of
the inheren t immorta lity of the soul :
but this only proves , what we see
every day, that men are apt to stre tch
a favour ite topic beyond its due
bounds : for thou gh the death oi tke
body  does not necessarily infer the
deat h of the whole man, yet two of
the most learned and strenuous advo-
cates of the separat e state , Bishop Tay-
lor and Dr. Watts, acknowled gê tha t
" the souls of men are formed for union
with thei r bodies," and that therefore ,
thei r subsist ence in this state must
needs be imperfects In a* str ict and
pro per sense, the Deity <* only hat h
immortal ity ." The nat ur al argum ent*
for a future state, in respect of man,
are chiefl y moral, aftd not metaphy-
sical.

It would not be just, in a dj*cu«-
m

* life of St. Fetor .
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sion of this kind, to take no not ice of
Bmtte of those texts which have been
urged against the system of natura l
re ligion. The apostle Pau l, addres s-
ing- his Ephesian conver ts, says of
them, that they wer e former ly " Chil-
dren of wrat h, even as others , withou t
hope, and without God in the world: "
and , in his sublime illustration of the
resurre ction , speakin g of Chris tian s,
themselves, be says, ** If Christ be
not risen , our preachin g, and your
faith are vain ; they that have f allen
asleep in Christ ar e perish ed, and ye
aye yet in your sins."

Now, thou gh it would be a suffi-
cient answer to these objecti ons, to
say, that the scriptu re cann ot be in-
consistent with itself, and that , when
any point of importance is clear ly as-
certained , ever y thin g supposed to be
contrary thereto , must fall of course ;
yet we need be unde r no insuperable
difficulty in explainin g these passages .
* The children of wrath ," are evident-
ly not inf ants, but men and women of
bad characte rs, " Childr en of disobe-
dience, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind." These, he
•ays, are , " by nature ,1' or " in natu re"
(<p v<rei) that is, in chara cter and dis-
positi on, 4t children of wrath ," or
obnoxious to the Divine anger. So
tha t the words have no referenc e to
a supposed original taint, but ar e
merely the statement of a fact. Or,
he considers them , in th eir heathen
6tate, as out of the pale of the visible
church , and so, external ly, or rela -
tively unhol y.*—From this evil cast,
or descri ption of mankind , says the
apostle, you Ephesian s, by the in-
stru mentality of the gospel, have been
happil y delivered. Ye were then ,
" afar off," some by actual transgres -
sion, all of you by an inferio r dispen-
sation : and this class, from which
you have been emanci pated , may be
considered m a general view* on ac-
count of thei r extreme ignorance and
depra vity, as " without hope, and
without God in the world. " Here,
we have a Synechdoche , or figure of
speech—-alt , for a great many : simi-
lar t6 those passages in the Old Tes-
taftient , wher £, in a corru pt state of
society, mankind are represented as
having " all gone out of the way,
there is none that doeth good, no not
one." This was never true , literall y,

* Se  ̂Locke and Taylor on the Romans.

even at the time of the flood, tfc«
most vicious and corr upt period in the
history of the world : yet Moses, not
supposing any mistake in his read ers,
uses the same phraseology : u God
looked upon the earth , and behold it
was cbrru pt : fbr all f lesh had cor-
ru pted his way upon the earth. "
These general expr essions form no
bar against the actual or possible at-
tain ments of individuals, in know-
ledge, wisdom and goodness : for
though the apostle , speaking of the
Gentiles in general , says, they were
" witho ut hope and without God,"
or Atheists , as in the original, yet
tha t we ar e not to inter pret this mode
of expression absolutel y, is evident ^
because in the passages formerly rt-
ferr ed to, he clear ly lays down the
obligation whifch all ar e under to dis-
cern the existence and perfections of
the Deity from his works ; and the
principle of conscience, the **law in
the mind" " accusi ng, or excusing^.**
Now, if an evil conscience accuses and
anticipates punishmen t, a good ebtt r
science m ust approve and anticipate , or
hope for reward : for we can no more se-
par ate hope from the one,than fear from
the other ; and both , in proportion to
the respecti ve degrees of virtu e or de-
merit. A quotation from a heath en poet
m the Spectator , says, 4< We tnay
hope for every thing that is gobd, be-
cause there is nothing but what may
be hoped for and nothin g which the
Gods are not able to give us." Some
of the Stoics indeed tfiay appea r t6
have indul ged extravagant ideas upon
this head ; and to represen t their vir -
tuous man , entering heaven, as it
were , as a matter of course : but thfcir
expressions inay have been mis-un-
derstood ; or if not, we hear rant and
extrava gance every day ; and even
under the clear light of the* gospel,
not only from the imperfe ction of bur
own organs , but from the natu re of
the subjects themselves , " we sti ll
see man y thin gs through a glass,
darkl y, and not face to face."

As to the trfeatise on the resu rrfc o
tion, 1 Cor. xv. the apostle is ad-
dressing himself to some sceptical per-
sons, wh<o, notwithstandin g all the
light and evidence afforded them? de-
nied this doctrine . This was a dan-
gerous anomal y in the new dispensa-
tion ; and it was necessar y to shetV
its mischievous and fatal effects, and
powerfu lly to enforce : this additional.

On Natural Religion * 699



Sublime and important argume nt for
the truth of the gospel, and for a fu-
ture state of* retribution , from the
actual resurre ction of its great Author
and H ead. Having, t here fore , first
stated the f act9 part ly, from his own
experience , he proceed s to shew the
absur d ' con sequenc es of the cont rar y
supposition. If we hav e indeed fol-
lowed " cunnin gly devised fables ," and
have no real grounds for what we as-
sert , if we hav e preached only an
ideal Saviour , who was neither raised
from the dead him self, nor had any
power to raise his followers ; if the
gospel be nothin g but a solemn impo-
sition ; then , in this case, you have
hitherto been wretchedl y deceived ,
" our preaching ," as the apostles of
Christ , " is vain , and your faith is
also vain ," and those who have been
<either bap tized into the belief of a
risen Christ , if he be indeed finall y
dead, or who are " fallen asleep in
him," are baptized in Tain ; and 'have
died , as far as thei r hope was thus
f ounded only, in the possession of a
vain and fruitless expectation. Fur-
ther , you must consider us, in this
view, as *f false witnesses for God ,"
contending with " wild beasts " (w ick-
ed men) and exposing ourse lves to a
dail y death an d cont inua l persec ution,
to no manne r of purpose : nay, the
idea is li ttl e better than atheistical ,
and you may, in this case, a lmost
ad opt the maxim of the Sensualists ,
"¦ let us eat and drink for to-mor row
we die f' But, be assured, we have
,not preached an ideal baviour , for
now is he indeed " risen from the
dead , and become the fi rst fruits of
them that slept. " Perhaps , this may
not be the exact sense of the apost le;
but whate ver it be, of one thing we
may be assured, that if, as we con-
tend , t he gospel was not intended to
set aside our natu ral notions of the
Deity, but to exal t and confirm them;
if, from th ings known and appr e-
hended , we are to rise to the con-
templation of things unknown , and
partl y incomprehensibl e ; so it is im-
possible that t he apost le could con-
tra dict, his own reasonings , elsewher e,
and that we must not wrest things
4* hard to be understood ," to hasty or
improper meanin gs, but inter pr et
them by those which are plain and
unequ ivocal, agreeab ly to the nature
of things , and " the anal ogy of the
faith.11 Words must ever bend to

things, and , "speakin g with reveren ce,
even sacred term s to sacred doctrin es,
because words and terms may be mis-
taken , but doctr ines, that . is those
which are obvious and trul y funda-
mental , change not ; though we ar -
rive at the knowled ge of them by d if-
ferent stages , and in different degrees.

Moreover , we may observe, that
in this sublime illustration of the re-
sur rection, the apostle does not appea r
to glance at the natura l argu ments
for a future stat e, which stand upon
their own proper ground ; but merel y
shews the incons istenc y of an extern al
profession of the gospel, without a be-
lief in this grand fundam enta l, the re-
surrection of Christ , an d the conse-
quen t resurrection of his disciples, in
their proper order, and then of the
whole race of mankind : and he de-
licatel y insinuates , that their foolish
doubts arose , not from want of suffi-
cient evidence, but from bad com*
pany. 4C Be not deceived* evil com-
munications corrupt good manner s,"

Furthermore , we may observe re-
specting this position , «' No resurrec-
tion ; of the bod y, no future state ,"
that , as the Almighty cannot be sup-
posed to be limited to means , nor a
separate state pr oved an impossibility ,
if the belief of an after life be a dictate
of reason , and revelat ion assures us
of a resurrection of the body, or of a,
body , which , by some law to us un-
known , may be justly considered as
spring ing from the ru ins of the former
one ; if persona l id entity be nothing
but a restorati on to the same con-
sciousness, in whatever vehicle tha t
con sciousness may reside ; then, the
doctr ine of a future stat e, in every
view, remains upon the most dur able
basis ; we are , as just obser ved, to
consider the resur rection of our Lord ,
as an additional fact , an d most inte-
resting assiirance of thi s great event,
and the genera l resurrect ion, as the
grand and . decisive means of its con-
summation.

We are to distinguish also betw een
the doctr ine of a future stat e, simply
considered, and the doctrine of eter nal
life : and yet Dr. Balguy hath ob-
served , that as the former " is mora lly
certain from the light of nature , so is
the perpetuity of it prob able." And
Dr. Duchal , that ther e can be only
three reasons assigned why good men,
if once put into the possession of a
future life, should not continu e tber«
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{of ever, in a progressive state of im-
provement : namely, " either tha t
they should fall from their al legiance ;
or be annih ilated by the Deity, when
most conformed to his own image ;
or th at there should not be room
enou gh for them in the creatio n."
The fi rst is morall y impossible ; the
second would represent the Deity in
a capricious light ; the last is mani -
fest ly absurd . Neverth eless, reason ,
though it may hope for, and expect
a rewar d, can lay no claim to eterna l
life. An age or two of perfect hap -
piness would be an ample compensa-
tion in the eye of reason for three -
score years and ten , not of absolu te
miser y ; for that , blessed be God , is
no man 's portion ; but of a mixed
and changeable state. According ly,
the New Testament exhi bits the doc-
trine of futu rity, with respect to the
ri ghteous in two views ; first , as hav-
ing the nat ure of a reward , accor d-
ing to their works , an d the improve-
ment of their talents ; and secondl y,
as a f ree gift , throu gh Jesus Christ ,
and the restoration to a forfeited in-
heritance. And this appears to be
the sense of that passage of St. Paul
to Timothy, where he says, that our
Saviou r hath " abolished death and
brough t life and immortality to light
by.th e gospel." He did not prese nt
an obj ect to the minds of men of which
they were altogether ignorant ; but
he hath poured fresh light and evi-
dence upon a solemn and importan t
trut h ; exhi bited it to their admiring
view in the brightest and most indel-
ible characters ; confirmed it by the
most stupendous miracles ; ratified it
in his own blood ; proved it by his
resurre ction fro m the dead ; and
stamped it with immor ta lity ! "Tha nks
be unt o God , for this unspe akable
gift r

As to the doctrine of the fally and
the restoration by Christ , however
Christia ns may interpret them , the
disciple of nature being supposed ig-
norant of bot h, (an y farther than as
the present state of the moral world
may lead him to some notio n of the
former;) can be influenc ed by neither.
He is therefore left to the book of na-
ture , and to the help of grace , that
heavenly gift, procee ding from " the
Father of Lights," which, except in
*ts miraculous operations , is not con-
fined to any particular dispensation ;
hut wKghteneth every maa that com*

eth into the world. " Nor, (unless in-
vincible ignorance be a crime) are
such persons to be consider ed in the
langu age of some, as only 4< in the
state of malefactors condemne d tp
deat h, lookin g for the day of execu-

m • a .. .. a _ *tion , * but , on the contrar y, as " pn^
soners of hope, with earnest expec^
tatio n waiting for the manifestation
of the sons of God , an d that glorious
libert y into which, from the pre sent
bondage of corru pt ion , they shall
hereafter be delivered ," Rom. viii.

With respect to the Patriarch s and
the Jews , thoug h the law, considered
as a particu lar covenan t, was chiefl y
confined in its promis es to tempora l
blessings, by which, among other
things , it is distin guished from the
gospel, which is establish ed " upon
bette r promises ;° yet we find the
belief of a future stat e, except as to a
part icular sect , general among them,
We cann ot reasonabl y suppose, that
by their usual aud favourite phrase ,
the *« . being gathered to their fathers "
the ancient patr iarchs meant onl y ,
that th eir ashes would be mingled to-
gether ; they expected , no doubt , a
happy meetin g in a great assembl y of
departed souls, wherever , or when-
ever that might be! Certainl y, in-
dependent of particular revelations
and communion with superi or bein gs,
they could reaso n, at least as well a$
the Roman Orator , who in strains
almost evangelical , hath left upon re*
cord his testimo ny to this solemn and
importa nt truth . '« O pr aecla rum di-
em I quu m in illud anim orum con-
cilium , coetu mque, proficiscar ; et quum
ex hac tur ba, et colluvione discedam !"
The historv of the first transg ressor ,
which they received by ora l tradition ,
or by wri tten eviden ce ; and the mys-
terio us promise then vouclisafed of a
future reco ver y and resto ration , would
insp ire them with hope and confix
dence, and assure them of the divine
favou r and protection , if not wanting to
themsel ves ; the trans lations of En och
and Elijah , in different periods , would
also be a standing evidence to thei r
contemporaries and their successors ,
of the certaint y of a futur e existence ;
we find frequent references to this doc-
trine in the Old Testament ; and our
Saviour hath determined the .question
beyond a doubt. " That the dead
^^_ _ __ _ .. . __^ .

* Hallett versus Gra ve, 1731.
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SiRr Walthamstow, Nov. 13, 1815.
UPON reading the extra cts from

Mr * Townsends Armageddon in
your last, (pp. 649-^65%) I could not
help conceiving a wish that its merit
as a poem might recommend it to an
extensiv e circulatio n, as it seems un-
der the guise of poetic imagery to pre -
sent a ju st view of the horrors and
absurdities of a system, which is in-
finitel y more ajxsurd and hor ribl e than
any other extravagance which the
human mind has yet conceived. The
peru sal of such a wor k may perha ps
have the happy effect of ter rifying
itsto thei r senses some of those who
have been terrified out of tbtan, tod

by presen ting their creed before thein
in its true colours , may lead them to
seek a refuge from its terror s in adiligent examinatio n of the scri ptu res
that they may lear n " whethe r these
things are so." It requir es a mind
of a certa in temperament , such as
that of Jo nathan Edwards and Mr .
Townsend, to dwell uponthe views ex-
hibited in "Arm ageddon *1 with a con-
viction of their truth , and not to aick-
en into anguish ind despair. He&ce I
suspect that the generalit y ofthose who
in the main think with Mr. Towns-
end will wish that , however his own
fancy was delighted with such con-
templations , h  ̂had not endeavoure d
to fix the fancy of his reader , on de-
scription s at wtrich , I do not say rea-
son stands aghast , (for that in theo-
logy is a trifle ) but at which human -
ity shudders. How much more to be
applaud ed is the cautio n of a writ er
in the Evan gelical Magazine, who
observes th at th ough the doct rine of
predestinatio n is beautifu l in its p lace
(in what place, he has omitte d to
mention) it is not desirabl e that it
should be dwelt upon too frequ ently.
But leaving Afi\ T. with whom, in
truth , after the excellent remarks of
your reviewer, I. have very little to
do, I proceed once more , with your
permission , to make one or two re-
mark s on that system of Theology
which is usuall y termed Calvinistic.
It is then a system which , to say the
least, is no where laid down in form
in the New Testament , but is col-
lected by inferen ce from detac hed
passages ©f scripture , and is a mere
hypothesis to account for a cert ain
phraseology which is infinite ly bett er
accounted for without it. It is a sys- ,
tem which no good man can wish to^
be tru e, and which no man can be- •
lieve to be tru e, Who suffers his mind •
to be impressed with the gener al re- #
presentation of the divine charac ter 0
and government which are given from f
Genesis to Revelation . It is a sys-
tem which gives a hideous picture of
the Deity, tran sforming love into
blind partiality, and justice into in-
satiable vengeance. It is a system
which were it tru e would rend er it
a happiness for the human racc  ̂ and
by pro bable inferen ce for the universe
at !ai-ge> could the theory of the A*
theist be realised ! It is a system which
by representing huma n nature as ra-
dically deprav ed, and sift in itself **>
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are raised /' (or shall be, which is all
one in the eye of Deity) "even Moses
shewed at the bush 5" how ? " When
he calleth the Lord , the God of Abra-
ham , an d of Isaac , and of Jacob ; for
he is not a God of the dead ," (bet ween
him, and the final ly dead , there can
be no relation) " but the God of the
living s for all Jive to him," St. Paul ,
likewise, hath full y established this
p oint, in the I lth chapter to the He-
brews.

To conclude , natural reli gion, is
the sun under a cloud ; the Jew ish
dispensation is the sun under a bri ghter
cloud, with occasional manifestation s
of his rad iant orb ; the gospel is the
sun in brigh t and uncloud ed splen-
dour : but it is the same sun which
enlighten s us, under every dispen sa-
tion , thou gh with different degrees
of glory. Or if you say the light of
nature , compared with that of the
gospel, is but as a twinkling taper ,
compared with th at glorious lumi-
nar y > still the light and heat of the
former ar e of the same nature and es-
sence with that of the latter *
" Nature , employed in her allotted place.Is handma id to the purposes of grace. "

COWPEJI .

It appears , theref ore, that to de-
fend Christian ity at the expense of na-
tural religion, is to run before we are
called. It is to pull down with one
hand , what we profess to build with
the other ; or to place ourselves some-
what in the condit ion of Sisyphus,
whom the ancient poets represent , as
continual ly labour ing to force a pro-
digious stone up a steep hill* which
ever revolves upon him with redou-
bled weight*



Sir , Nov. 12, 1815 .
THE communications from your

Transat lantic corresp ondent , (p.
657) are highly grat ifying. I trust
ther e will be frequ ent occasion to re-
peat them, and that the land which
afforde d Priestley an assylum will be
larg ely recompen sed by the wide dif-
fusion and happy influence of those
scriptural princip les, which an imated
the labours of his life, supported his
mind under great afflictions and sus-
tained him in the expectation of
ifeath . Give me leave, however , to
plead with your corre spondent for
mercy, or rat her justice to the me-
mor y of Calvin, whom, like many on
this jside the mighty water, he repre-
sents as a murderer (p. 658, c. 2) for
having procured the death of Ser -
vetus.

We too justly describe war as mur-
der, yet when the soldier ,

?„

Seeking the bubbl e reputation ,
Even in the cannon 's mouth,

cuts down every thing human which
stands in bis way, we forbe ar to bra nd
flB a murderer either a leader or a
follower in those bloody advieatu resu
Thu» per secution uaay be aptly de-
fine4 murder , ye?t to the persecut or
we cannot justly impute those mo-
tives , of sordid interest or cruel re-i

J ^Sq Tiy sf avoiyovtm tf u Xou |8a-
&eiou9 xcct 7rorot,[j t,Qi itvgot o d̂v koli

^Y°S artOfQ wy sf  OLvcyfarcLvvvytw,
X&t <TKQ'TO£ B(p 7j7t h Uf t(KI tf f a Vp Wt O UZ *
TQv9 xai ^(xcr^ra 

new 
/W%P4, xcpwv

n i m Plutarch <bJSf aper& itwn»*

verme, what the law terms nialic e^
p repense, which actuate the murd erer? '
me persec utor is to be rega rded as *
a dup e to that imposing sophistry %,
which persuades him that the end ^will justify any means , and th at he
does God service by destroy ing ^ his ,
workmanshi p.

Cal vin betra yed Servetus to the
magistrates of (Geneva , and gjiorie ^. in.

^having procu red his deat h, for which
an indelible stain attach es to his own
name and memor y. Yet he was not,
I apprehend , the mur dere r of Serve-
tus// . Else Cranme r was the murdere r
of Joan Bocher , and the Assembly  of
Divines the murderers , in purpose , ofi^
Paul Best, whom they delivered over
to the Long Parliament , to be cutoff ^by an ex p ost f acto ordinan ce, and of
Biddle for whose destru ction they
solicited the enactmen t of a san gui^ >
nar y statute. Socinus too, must, in *
that case, be regarded as jail but ĵjie^
murderer of Davides. —**— „£ > "_ --v v

Allow me to add that we appear
to make too much of Calvin 's unac -
countable object ion to the ter m Tri-
nity. He so uniformly descri bes God
as Three in One that he cannot be se- ,
riousl y charged with inconsistenc y* \
merely because , f or wha tever reason ^he disapproved the use of a word so
convenient as Trinity to express that
opinion . ^ANGLUS. v

,  ̂
 ̂ .  ̂

f f r t h w  n
tf  

a Murd erer </  , u - i j , ^
jr ^ " ' . '

in&nite erih leaves no room for de-
crees of criminality in human actions.
It is system which, consistentl y
enough with itself, but in direct de-
fiance of the scripture doct rine of re-
trib ution, makes something altogether
independent of moral rectitude the
ground of salvation , and which can
send one man triumphing to glory
from the scaffold, and calml y leave
another who has endeavoure d to ex-
emplify every Christian virtu e (un-
less a change not of character , - gentle
reader, but of views and reliance should
take place) to be
tt whelmed in stormy gulphs of rolling

fire ! !?
E. COGAN

Mar e-Street, Hachney, Nov. 1, 1815* *
Sib* ^WITH submission to the^superio r •

mind of the Bishop of Lincoln^I must humbl y yet firml y maintain ,^
that those clergymen of his lordsh ip's
diocese, who have open ly avowed 'thei r attachmen t to the British audi*
Foreign Bible Society, deserve the<^
thanks , rat her than the censure * of >!
their diocesau. <

These worthy men subscribe to
the 6th Art icle of the Established >
Chu rch, " Holy serip ture cpntaine th
all things necessary to salvation ; so**
that whatsoever is not read therein, * ,
or may be proved thereby ,, is not tp ^
be requ ired of any man, that it should ^
be believed as an article of faith ; ojr
ba thought requisite or necessary to
salvatiou/' : v

On this artic le the stru cture of the 4British and Foreign Bible Society <
re$t» ; werj r clergyman , there fore  ̂ ^
who promotes this imtitutioo, dv>^ ^



covers by his conduct , what he has
<ex anim o subscribed , that he is a tr ue
son of the Church .

What would any reasonable man
th ink of the correctnes s of his jud g-
ment, who should assert , that the
genera l circulation of Magna Charta
and the Bill of Ri ghts , thro ugh the
tmion of Tories and Whi gs, would
overth row the British Constitution ?
And as little can be feared from the
circulation of that book (on whose
foundation the Church of England
professes to be built) by the co-ope-
ration of Churchmen and Dissenters.

Is it not a subject rather of con-
gra tulatio n than grief, that Christia ns
can unite in the common f aith, and
thu g bless the world with that reve-
lation which both Churchmen and
Disssente rs believe to be of divine in-
spiration ?

Were these Bibles accompanie d by
commentaries inimical to the Church ,
then there might be j ust cause of com-
plaint  ̂ but sure ly the holy scriptu res,
in merel y passing thro ugh the hands of
a Dissenter, collect no pestiferous ma-
terials to poison those who may un-
happ ily thus receive a Bible. If the
man who gives the Bible hav e " any
creed, or no creed," this does not
affect him to whom is given " words
where by he and his house may be
¦saved. "'*

Some dissenters are lay-rectors , and
others are in the habit of bestow ing
benefices on clergymen ; yet consci-
entious men are curates to the one,
and men eminentl y devoted to the
nati on al establis hmen t are indebte d to
the munificence of the oth er 5 and his
lordsh ip know s one living, at least, in
his diocese, the presentation of which
was from the hands of a Dissenter.

Some of the Dissenting yeomanry
in the diocese of Lincol n would be
much gratified , if his lordshi p could
carry this system of exclusion into
another department of the Church.
They say, " if we are not to assist the
Chu rch in the circulation of the Bible,
why not refuse our help altogether ,
dur Rectors and Vicar s make no scru-
ple to take their tythes 3 nor are they
under any appre hension , that , by a
regular and consta nt pay mentf we
shall ruin the establishment . The
gold goes pure and sterling into the
coffers of the clergymen, uncontami-
tiated by the heretics and schismatics
who pay it j and if we did not know

the contrary, we should almost be
suspicious, th at the temporal pros -
perit y of Rectors and Vicar s was
deem ed more important than the cir-
culation of th at book which is called
the rel igion of Protestants ."

Pardon my pre sumption ; but his
lordsh ip's scruples remin d me of a
conscientious old lad y who refu sed to
eat some grapes which grew on a vine
that was nai led against a Pr esbyte-
rian meeting-house : yet the gra pes
were ri pe and nutritious ; th e sun
deigned to shine upon them , and*
brou ght them to perfection ; and God
also will bless his own word, whether
circulated by a Dissenter or a Churc h -
man , a dissenter from the Chu rch of
Rome, or a dissenter from the Chur ch
of England *

I would ask what parallel can pos-
sibly be formed between a society
built on the 6th Arti cle of the Chur ch
of England , and a conspiracy against
the Churc h : between Dissenters dis-
tributin g Bibles, and rebe ls distri bu-
tin g ar ms ? This parallel appears to
me as apposite as the citation from
Rom . xvi. 7, against those who cause
divisions : " Salute Andronicus and
Junia , my kinsmen and my fellow-
prison ers , who are of note among the
apost les, who also were in Christ be-
fore me/'

However, it is certain that his lord-
ship can be supported by prece dents ,
and from an infallibl e church too ,
who were decided enemies against
the hereti cs and schismatic s of the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries , the
fathers and founders of the present
Establish ed Church y The selection
of a few passages from those periods
of ecclesiastica l history, may not be
inadm issible. " About four and twen -
ty years (1408) afte r Dr. Wichfs
death , it was decreed by Archbishop
Arunde l, in a constitution published
in a convocation of the clergy of his
province assembled at Oxford, c that
no one should thereafter tr anslate any
text of holy scri pture into English by

Jff ay of a book, a little book , a tra ct,
Und th at no book , &c, of th is kind
should be read that was composed
latel y, in the time of Jo hn Wiclif,
or since his death/ "

The celebrated Erasm us also in-
forms us, that when he published his
Greek Testam ent , it met with great
clamou r and opposition . ' " One Col-
lege in the Univers ity of Cambridge

4 xj * Defence of the Supp orters of the BMe Society.



absolutely forbid the use of it. They
object to us the feigned authority of
synods, and magnify the great peril
of the Christian faith, and the danger
of the Church: '

If _ _ M B - -* — —It is a subject deeply to be regret-
ted, that, in past times, the ministers
of religion have been the greatest ene-
mies to the universal distribution of
the scriptures ; while Royal Dukes
have for merlyy. as wel l as in the pre-
sent day, advocated the principle up-
on which the British and Foreign
Bible Society invariably acts. So of-
fensive, it seems, was this translation
of the Bible to those who were for
taking away the key of knowledge,
and means of better information, es-
pecially in matters of religion and
eternal salvation, that a bill was
brought into the House of Lords,
1390, 13th Rich, II. for the suppress-
ing it* On which the Duke of Lan-
caster, the king's uncle, said to this
effect : "We will not be the dregs of
all, seeing other nations have the law
of God, which is the law of our faith
written in theiv own language. At
the same time declaring, in a very
solemn manner, that he would main-
tain our having this law in our tongue
against those, whoever they should
be, who fi rst brought in the bill.
The Duke was seconded by others,
who said, " if the gosrcel, by its being
translated into English, was the 6c-
casion of men's running into error,
they might know that there were
more heretics to be found among the
Latins than among the people of any
other language."

I cannot close this letter, Sir, with-
out lay ing before you the opinion of
our firs t reformer, on the suspicions
of the Roman Catholic Clergy, rela*
tive to the circulation of the scrip-
tures in our own tongue. " Herefore
on gret byshop of Englelond, as men
say en, is yuel payed, that Godde's
la^tr is written in englysch to lewede
men, and he persueth a prest for he
wryteth this englysche, and sompneth
hym , that liyt is harde to him to
route. O men that be of Christe's
halfe, helpe ye now agynes antechriat.
For the pery louse tyme is comen that
Crist and Poule tolden by fore. But
°n coumfort it is of Knyghtes that
they saveren muche the gospel and
have wylle to rede in Englysclae the
gospel of Gristed lyf. Crist helpe
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hys churche fro these feudes for they
fryg hten pery lously."

Lewis in his History of the Trans-
la tions of the Bible, says, " By one
great Bishop of England is, I suppose,
meant John Boky nham, at that time
Bishop of Lincoln, in whose dio-
cese Dr. Wiclif was promoted, and
by whom it seems he was summoned
and prosecuted for his translating the
scriptures into Eng lish.'*

If these are dangerous principles,
as the editor of the London Paper
affirms , why not state them, and say
in which rule of the Society they ex-
ist. To such a charge I would reply,
in the words of Dr. Collyer, who, in
repelling the insinuation that the
members of the British and Foreign
Bible Society had entered into a con-
spiracy against the Establishment and
State, " a conspiracy, at the head of
which," said he, " I find their Royal
Highnesses the Dukes of York, of
Kent, of Cumberland, of Sussex* and
of Cambridge—a conspiracy in which
I see cornbined the Right Reverend
Prelates of Norwich, of St. David's,
and man y others—a conspiracy in
which I see the Liberator of A frica
and the Pacificator of America—a con-
spiracy in which the opposition anu
the ministry are agreed—a conspira-
cy never to be overthrown by that
mode of attack which is employed
against the Institution."

I am, Sir, Yours, &c.
CRITO.

Natura l Theology. No. XL—Muscular Motion. 705

Natur al Theology. No. XJ.
Of the Muscles.—Muscular Motion*

t 11HE Muscles of the Trunk are
JL divided principally into those

which cover the breast—those which
constitute the fore-part, and sides of
the abdomen, and the great muscles
that are spread over the back. These
last are numerous and large : they
arise from the whole len gth of the
spine : and also, seme portions from,
the back part of the skull ; and from
these different parts , they spread over
and cover the back of the trunk , and
proceed onward to be inserted , some
into the base of the arm , others into
the spine, at a distance from their
origin , and the remainder into the
ribs and back-part of the skull. They
accordingly not only cover and pro-
tect the whole back-part of the body.



but serve to pull the head backward s,
move the arms , assist in resp irat ion
by acting on the ribs , and to give us
an erect postu re by extendi ng the
spine.

The cavity of the abdomen is com-
pleted by a few bro ajl and thin mus-
cles, which constitute as it were
W alls for covering in and containin g
the viscer a. These also assist respi-
ration by helping to expel the air
from the lungs, and the y contribute
to the movement of the body. The
ribs are raise d , and the cavity of the
chest enlarged , during insp iration , by
eleven double rows of small muscles
on each side. They grow out from
the lower edge of one rib , are inserted
into the upper rim of the next . Of
the muscles within the body, the prin-
cipal one is called the diap hragm ,
which is a broad thin muscle , occu-
py ing partl y a horizontal posit ion ,
when the body is erect 3 but inclin-
ing downwards toward s the back , and
dividing the trunk of the body into
two great cavities , the thorax and
abdomen . It is the princi pal agent
in resp iration. The other muscles
withi n the body arise from the sides
of the lower end of the back-bone ,
and from the inner surface of the
pelvis, and passing down to be in-
serted into the thi gh-bone , a littl e
below its head, they help to turn the
toes outwar d, and also to bend the
thigh: when the limb is fixed they
assist in bending the body.

Muscles of the sup erior extremities :
these are usuall y divided into those
that are situate d on the shoulde r-blade
—on the arm —th e fore-arm , an d on
the hand. Those situat ed on the
shoulder-blade ar e inserted into the
bone of the arm to effect its move-
ments. Th ere are seven of these.

The fore-arm is moved by four
musc les, which arise from the upper
part of the ar m bone , and , passing
over the elbow joint , are i nserte d
into the u pfper en ds of the two bones
of the fore-arm.

The hand is moved at the wrist by
six muscles, of these three ar ise from
the upper part of the fore-arm , and
descending al ong1 its whol e length
are con tinue d over the wr ist, and "Tare
inserte d into the hand close to this
joint j they bend the han d, and ar e
consequentl y called its flexors. Th ree
others called extensors, because they

extend the hand , and bring it back-
ward s, ari se from the lower end of
the arm bone, and are inserte d into
the back of the hand just beyond the
wr ist : all these muscles, befor e they
reach the wrist , become slender ten-
dons.

Besides these there are four short
muscles which extend obliquely acr oss
from one bone of the fore-arm to the
other , and rol l the radiu s upon the
ulna , carr ying the wrist roun d in cir-
cles, hence we are enabl ed to tur n
the palm of the hand either upwar ds
or downwar ds.

The fingers are princi pall y moved
by two flexors and one extensor.
The former arise from the upper par t
of the fore-arm near the bend , and
running down towards the wrist,
send off four round tendons to each,
which passing over the palm of the
hand , are inserted into the several
bones of the fingers : one set of ten-
dons pass throug h slits in the other
set, which assist in binding them
dow n when the fingers are bent. The
extensor muscle aris es above the el-
bow , passes down the fore-arm , and
is divided into four round tendons ,
wh ich may be f elt on the back of the
hand , and which are inserted into
all the bones of the four fingers for
extending them . The motions of the
fingers and those of the thumb are
perform ed by muscles situated chiefl y
in the hand .

In speaking of the openings in one
set of tendons to ad mit others to pass
throug h them , Dr. Pal ey asks, " What
contr ivance can be mor e mechan ical,
a slit in one tendon to let another pass
throu gh it ? This str ucture is found in
the tendon s which move the toes and
fi ngers. The long tendon , as it is
called , in the foot, which bends the
firs t joint of the toe, passes through
the short tendon which bends the se-
cond joint , which course allows to the
sinew more liber ty, and a more com-
modious act ion, th an it would oth er-
wise have been capable of exerting.
There is noth ing, I believe, in a silk
or cotton mill , in the belts , or str aps,
or ropes, by which motion is commu-
nicate d from one part of the machine
to anot her, that is more art ificial, or
more evidentl y so, than this perfora-
tion."

It may be farther observed, that
there is always an exact relation be-
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tween the joint and the muscles which
move it. That is, whatever kind of
motion the joint, hy its construction,
is capable of performing, that motion
the annexed muscles, by their position,
are capable of producing. If there
be, for instance, at the elbow, a hinge
j oint, capable of motion only in the
same plane, the leaders as they are
called, that is, the muscular tendons,
are placed in directions parallel to the
bone, so as, by the contraction or re-
laxation of the muscles to which they
belong, to produce that motion and
no other.

The celerity and precision of mus-
cular motion may be well observed in
the execution of many species of in-
strumental music, in which the changes
produced by the hand of the musician
are exceedingly rapid, are exact ly
measured, even when most minute,
and display, on the part of the muscles,
an obedience of action, alike wonder-
ful for its quickness and its correctness.
The same may be noticed in the hand
of a person while in the act of writing :
we may consider the number of mus-
cles which are brought to bear on the
pen , and how the j oint and adjusted
operation of several tendons is con-
cerned in every stroke, yet th at 500
such strokes may be drawn in a minute.
Scarcely a single letter can be turn ed
without several of these tendinous con-
tractions, yet how currentl y does the
work proceed ; and when we look at
it, how faithful have the muscles been
to their duty, how true to the order
which habit has inculcated. For while
the hand-writing is the same, an ex-
act itude of order is preserved, whether
a person write well or ill. These in-
stances of music and writin g shew not
only the quickness and precision of
muscular action, but its docility.

Of the muscles of the inferior ex-
tremitiesy those which move the thigh
arise from the pelvis, or the lower
part of the trunk, descend aver the
hip joint and are inserted into the
thigh-bone below its articulating head.
The leg is moved by eleven muscles
which arise partly from the pelvis,
and partl y from the upper end of the
thigh-bone, and which passing over
the knee-joint are inserted into the
bones of the leg. The foot is moved
by three extensors and four flexors.
The extensors, at least two of them,
arise from the lower end of the thigh-
bone, near the bend of the knee, and

soon after unite into the great fl eshy
bellies, which, swelling out, form
the calf of the leg, but decreasing
where the leg begins to grow small,
they each give off a broad thin ten-
don which uniting form the tendo
Achillis, to be| inserted into the ex-
tremity of the heel. These, which
are very powerfu l muscles, extend
the foot by bringin g it backwards,
and are principally en gaged hi run-
ning, walki ng, leaping, &c.

Of the four flexors, the two fi rst
arise from the u pper part of the tibia,
or princi pal bone of the leg, an d con-
tinuing fleshy about half way down
that limb, send off two round ten-
dons, which pass under the inner
ankle, and are inserted into the bones
of the foot. The other two flexors
arise from the upper part of the fibu-
la or smaller bone of the leg, and
send off two round tendons, which
passing under the ankle, are inserted
into the bones of the foot.

The toes have likewise their exten-
sors and fl exors, but on these we
need not enlarge. We have seen that
the muscles or flesh cover and spread
over the whole frame of bones, con-
necting and securing its different di-
visions and parts ; and not only pro-
ducing all its movements, but also
giving to it fulness, shape and beauty.

We have seen likewise that the ac-
tion of the muscles is frequentl y want-
ed where their situation would be in-
conven ient, in which case the body of
the muscle is placed in some commo-
dious position at a distance, and made
to communicate with the point of ac-
tion by slender strings or tendons.
" If the muscle," says Dr. Paley,
" which move the fin gers, had been
placed in the palm or back of the
hand, they would have swelled that
par t to an awkward and clumsy
thickness. The beauty, the propor-
tions of the part would have been de-
stroyed . They are therefore disposed
in the arm, even up to the elbow, and
act by long tendons strapped down
at the wrist, and passing under the
ligament to the fingers , and to the
joints of the fin gers, which they se-
verally move. In like manner, the
muscles which move the toes, and
many of the join ts of the foot, are
gracefull y disposed in the calf of the
leg, instead of forming an unweildly
tumefaction in the foot itself. The
observation may be repeated of the
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niuscle which draws the nictitatin g
membrane over the eye. Its offi ce is
in the fron t of the eye ; but its body
is lodged in the back part of the
globe, where it lies safe, and where
it incunxbers nothing."

It is a fixed law that the contrac-
tion of a muscle is towards its centre.
Therefore the subject for mechanism
on each occasion is, so to modify the
fi gure and adjust the position of the
muscle as to produce the motion re-
quired agreeably to this law. Hence
diff erent muscles have a different con-
fi guration suited to their several of-
fices, and to their situation with re-
spect to the work wh ich they have
to perform, on which account they
are found under a multiplicity of forms
and attitudes. The shape of the organ
is susceptible of an incalculable va-
riety, w hile the law and line of its
contraction remain the same. Iu this,
to refer again to the same writer, the
muscular system may be said to bear
a perfect resemblance to our works of
art. An artist takes his materials as
he finds them, and employs his skill
and ingenuity in turning them to his
account, by givin g to the parts of his
machine a form and relat ion, in which
these properties may operate to the
production of the effects intended*

The muscl es, it is said , act in the
limbs wi th what is called a mechani-
cal disadvantage, yet this is conducive
to animal conveniency. Mechanism
lias always in view one of these two
purposes, either to move a great
weight slowly, or a light one rapidl y.
For the former of these purposes, a
different arrangemen t of the muscles
might be better than the present, but
for the latter, the present structure is
the true one. It is of much more
conseq uence to a man to be able to
carry his han d to his head with due
ex pedition , than it would be to have
the power of raising from the ground
a heavier load than he can at present
lift . The last faculty may occasionall y
be desi rable, but the other he wants
and uses every day and hour.

On Muscular Motion. Muscular
motions are of three kinds, viz. vo-
luntary , involun tary and mixed. The
volun tary motion s of muscles are such
as proceed from an immediate exer-
tion of the active powers of the wilJ :
thus the mind directs the arm to be
raised, the knee to he bent, the
tongue to move,. &c. The involun-

tar y motions of the muscles are those
which are performed by organs, seem-ingly of their own accord , and cer-
tainly without any attention of themind, as the contraction and dilata-tion of the heart, arteries, veins, sto-
mach , &c. The mixed motions are
those^ which are in fact under the con-
troul of the will, but which usually
act without our being conscious that
th ey do so, as in the muscles of res-
piration , the abdominal muscles and
the diaphragm.

Motion , as has been observed, \%
produced by the muscle contracting
both its ends towards the centre, and
since one end is fixed, the other must
be drawn towards the centre of mo-
tion, and with it the bone to which
it is affixed , and thus by the co-ope-
ration of several muscles, the whole
body is put into action. This is the
case with all the muscles of volun tary
motion ; their fi bres contract on the
application of the ner vous influence ,
and the whole m uscle shortens itself:
on the same principle the oth er mus-
cles perform involuntary motion. The
heart, for instance, contracts from the
stimulating properties of the blood \the arteries do the same.

Motion in animals may be defi ned
to be the contraction of the muscular
fibre from the presence of some stim-
ulating influence. But whence the
muscular fi bre deri ves this contractile
power and what is its nature bafBes
all inquiry. Its properties are, how-
ever, known, and it is distinguished
from those feelings or motions which
result from the nerves.

Irritab ility, or the contractile force
of the muscular fibre, is that power
which belongs to muscles of shorten-
ing themselves, when in any way ir-
ritated, and is the source of motion
an d animal life.

The nervous power is that property
by which, when a nerve is irritated
by pressure or by puncture, the ani-
mal feels pain, and the muscles sup-
plied by tha t nerve are brought into
motion. This power is the cause of
voluntary motion, and relates chiefly
to the enjoy ments and consciousness
of life.

Sensibility, therefore, depends upon
the nerves, but motion upon the mus-
cles ; both are equall y admirable and
inscr utable, the one conduces to all
the enjoy ments and ail the sufferings of
life, and to the intellectual faculties of
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the friends of truth , opposed as^ they
are by the whole power of Church
and state, and countenanced onl y by
the self-devotion whkh is supplied by
the energy of virtue.

It is even probable that my work,
which could soon be ready for the
press, would leave no small loss to
be sustained by its author. Our body
is small, and the learned in it, who
alone could be expected to be much
interested, are still l ess numerous, and
not rich. The orthodox would not
be eager to give countenance to na-
ked truth.

I wish to inquire, through the Re-
pository, if the author might depend
on sufficient support to shelter him
from running any risk. He would
cheerfull y offer his labour on the al-
tar of the God of truth . The price
of the book would be from three to
five shillings.

How it can be ascertained whether
I can be so protected, it is not within
my power to advise. You and your
readers must be far more competent
to jadge. Mr. Hunter, bookseller,
St. Paul's Church Yard, may be con-
sulted , and is the proper person to
whom any plan may be proposed, by
such as can engage for its execution.
For myself, I fran kly confess, that I'
can contribute to our great cause no
more th an my labour, of which I
have always given much without hope
of reward. It is now left to the friends
of pure Christianity to decide whether
they will leave the boasted argument
from the Greek Article to main tain its
triumph unopposed. Nothing has yet
been done with effect against it. JLet
shame fal l on me, if after professing
to demonstrate its nullity , I fail in the
attempt.

CHARLES LLOYD.
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man : the other is the chief support
of animal life, and the source of all
the bodily powers. " And here,11 says
a good writer on the subject, " we
cannot 'h elp awfull y contemplating
this living power : the genius of man
has invented pulleys and levers to ac-
celerat e motion : it has enabled him
to anticipate all the mech anical helps
which he has found in the mechanism
of the human body. But compared
to the lowest creature, animated with
the living princi ple, the proudest
works of his hands are but as dead
matter. In the most perfect machines
no new power is acquired ; if there is
any acquisition of force, there is a
proportionate loss of time ; but in
muscular contraction , which is the
immediate source of power in animals,
there is a real increase of power with-
out any loss of time."

London, Nov. 9, 1815.
Sir,

fj ni lE argument in favour of the
1 Deity of Chris t, founded on tit-e

week Article, has been occasionall y
for four or rive years, under my con-
sideration . It is exceedingly vaunted,
especially since Dr, MiddJeton has
bestowed upon it so much labour, and
supp orted it by a ponderous volume.
His purpose has been answered, and
he is rewarded by an Indian bish *
oprick.

I am prepared to shew that the ar-
gument is totall y unfounded, and that
all the learning cal led to. its aid by
Middleton, Wordswort h , &c. is al-
together wasted. This attempt fails
abortive like all former ones in the
same cause, and comes in proof of
the rottenness of the cause itself which
it is meant to support ; except so far
as it has elevated to riches and ho-
nours its. aborti ve supporters. As far
as such a subject is capable of demon-
stration , I can demonstrate that the
new doctrine of the Greek Article fails
to prove the Divinit y or Deity of
Ch rist.

My recompense will, of course, be
very different from that of those who
have profi ted so largely by maintain*
ing the other side of the question . No-
thing can be expected on the road
which I pursue but the pleasure de-
rived fro m the defence of truth 5 and
rt is an astonishing phenomenon in
the history of man that such a com-
plete triumph has been obtained by

Glasgow, Nov 7, 1815.
Sir,

f  11HE indulgent notice, which has
JL been taken of my paper on the

term Unitarian by several writers in
your valuable Repository, induces me
to send you a few lines for the pur-
pose of explaining more full y my sen-
timents upon the application of the
name Socinian to those Christians,
who assert the simple humanity of
Christ,

By the expressions, employed in
my former letter, I intended, in the
first place, to intimate my doubts



whet her it is desirable that Chri stians
of this descri ption should be distin -
guished from the rest of their Unita -
rian bre thre n by any name at all. I
imagined that a term , opposing them
to the believers in our Saviour 's pre-
existence, might tend to divide into
two sects those , who worshi p the
same God , the benevolent and mer-
ciful Father of mankind ; who av ow
the same princi ples respectin g the
use of the understanding in the in-
restigation of sacre d trut h ; who en-
tertain similar views concerning the
duties and prospects of the followers
of J esus ; an d who ought to be for
ever united in cordial endeavou rs to
provoke one another to love and to
good works . In the second place, 1
intended to say, that if any distinct
appellati on were requisite , the com-
mon and well-known term Socinian
did not appear to me so objectionable
as it has been sometimes represented ;
and I knew of no other word in the
Eng lish lan guage , which would be
generall y understo od, and which
there fore I could hav e substitut ed in
its place. But as the body of Chris-
tians in question evidentl y disapprove
of being ca\}ed Socinians , an d as some
of them hav e proposed to call them-
selves Humanitarians , I would decide
at once in favour of the latte r choice.
It Is true th at persons prone to cavil
may object to this appellati on as they
have objecte d to the generic name,
Unitarian. They may char ge us anew
with folly, injustice , and presum p-
tion in approp riatin g to ours elves a
designat ion, which belongs to us no
more than to t hem, as if forsoot h we
were the onl y men in the world who
believe in the humanity of Christ.
We know , however , that they, who
would urge this objection , might ob-
ject to any name whatso ever, and
that the meanin g of words does not
depend so much upon their etymology
as upon the establi shed pr actice of
those who employ th em. After con-
sidering therefore the candid and ju -
dicious observations of your respected
correspon dents , I beg leave to retract
my recom mendation of the ter m So-
cinian , an d to state that , althou gh I
had rather perha ps avoid the use of
any term subordin ate to Unitarian ,
yet I have no objection to adopt the
name Humanitaria n, not as the de-
sigiration of a separ ate sect opposed
to the Arian s, but as a brief and con-
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ven ient method of denotin g the sen-
t iments of those Christians , who main-
tai n that our Saviour was a human
being in his ori ginal nature.

Hop ing that the amp le discussion
of this importan t subject in your Re-
pository may prevent any furt her dis-
pute upon the ti tle of all believers in
the supremac y of the Fathe r to be
called Unitarian s, until the name Uni-
tarian itself shall be lost and absor bed
in that of Christian,

I remain , Sir ,
Yours respectful ly,

JAM ES YATES.

Sir ,
ME. ASPLAND may be assure d,

1 have no feeling towards him
but that of respect ; an d as to his re-
flections against me, I pass them with
a smile of forg iveness. Perhaps he
may one day find that I hav e no re-
luctance to affix my name to the sen-
timents I hav e recen tly written for
your Repository.

I hav e been unfortunate in my ex-
pression s, or Mr. A. has been unfor-
tunat e in his appr ehension of their
meaning. I should have been charge-
able with making a " strange com-
plaint " indeed , if I had complained of
the term Unitarian being used at all ,
by him or any other persons to whom
it belongs. On the contra ry, I have
not written a wor d ten ding to put the
term iC under proscri ption ." It is a
very proper term , if used in a prop er
manner ; and so is the wor d Trinita-
rian. But neither of them , in my
opinion , ought to be selected as the
distinguishing appellation of any par-
ticular class of Unitarians or Trini ta-
rian s« Th is opinion I shall endeavour
to establish.

Mr. Aspland says of the term under
consideration , " I use it as I do the
term s Christian and Pro testan t, and
am the better pleased with it, be-
cause like those term s it expre sses a
princip le on which I am in a state of
agreemen t with a respectable port ion
of my fellow-creat ures." Very well.
Here we exactl y coincide, although
Mr. A. most unaccountab ly says this
" displeases" me. I am perfectly
pleased with this represen tation , and
it is precisel y in this way that I would
use the term myself, as expressing a
princip le on which sever al classes of
Chri stians are agreed. But is it not
a curious way of describin g any par-



ticular sect, to employ for that pur-
pose a word which expre sses, not the
peculia riti es of such sect, but its
*' agreement" with others ? One
might suppose that Mr. A. is h imself
convinced of its impropriet y, seeing
he declares that he uses it as he does
certai n other terms which are never
appropr iated to any particular party,
but app lied alike to all parties who
agr ee in the general princi ples they
import .

It remains then to be seen whether
Mr. A. is quite correct in this decla-
ra tion , or whether the language he
now uses is consistent with his gene-
ral practi ce. If it be not , his langua ge
is to be imputed merel y to inadver-
tence or mistake . But he will allow
that mistakes ought to be corrected.
Is it then at all common with that
gentlema n or any other person s, to
use the terms Christi an and Protes -
tant in the same manner as he and
his party use the term Unitarian ? As
sp ecimens of th at manner , 1 before cited
the expr essions " Unitarian Fund 1'
and " Unitar ian Chapel .1* These are
cases in point. Mr. A. has conve-
nientl y passed the former in silence :
and althoug h the latter was broug ht
forwar d in a <c story ,1' and met by
him with the declaration that " story
telling is not ar gument ,11 yet I beg
leave to say that the story related did,
in my jud gment , conta in a complete
argum ent, and one tha t bore d irectl y
on the point und er discussion. Nor
would twenty stories , such as Mr. A.
says he could tell, in any degree in-
valida te it , because they do not stri ctl y
apply to that point.

But what is there objectio nable in
the use of the before cited expressions
and other similar modes of appr opri-
atin g the term Unitarian ? Why, Sir ,
it remin ds one of Joanna Southc ott' s
inscri ption on her chapel " The House
of God." In thi s there is an insinua-
tion, not expresse d but implied. And
so there would if she had raised a
public fund for the purposes of her
part y, and called it The Christian
Fund—or The Prote stan t Fund.
Would it have been correct , or seemly,
thus to appropri ate a gener al name to
an object intended for par ticular pur-
poses ?—Now is it not precisel y in this
manner that the term Unitarian is
commonly appr opriate d by a parti-
cular class ? Do they not, for exam-

ple, app ly it by way of distinction to
their Fund ? And does not that fund
act ively aid the propaga tion of opin-
ions which are peculiarl y and exclu-
sively their own ? Opinions in which
other Unitar ians , such for insta nce as
Chandler and Pric e and Towgood and
Worthing ton never could concur ? And
are not their chapels also, intended
and used for the purpose of support -
ing an inter pretation of the Christian
scheme decidedl y opposed to the faith
of these celebrated Unita rians ? It
is true , Unitarianisni Ji es at the foun-
dation of their system. But so it
might have been said of J oanna , be-
fore mentioned , (supposin g her to have
adopted th e term Christian as the dis-
tinguishing appellation of her party)
that Christianit y lay at the foundation
of her system. To this she added
many fancies peculiarl y her own , not
incl uded in Christianity ; and in like
manner they add many opinions pe-
culiarl y their own, not incl uded in
Unitarianisni. She might be called a
Christian , and they may be called
Unitar ians, but not by way of <££*-
tinction. These are not the distinc-
tive appellation s of the respective par -
ties, because , as Mr. Asplatid will ad-
mit, they express nothin g but what
the parties hold in agreement with
others.

Here then are two things which I
am unable to reconcile ; fi rst , Mr.
Aspland' s professing to use the term
in question as he does the term Chris -
tian an d Protestant , which are never
selected by  any p articular party of
Christians or Pro testan ts as their dis-
tinctive appe lla tion. Secondl y, his
habituall y an d public ly conc urr ing
in the prev ailing custom of his party
of selecting this term whereb y to dis-
tinguish themselves , their institutions ,
their chape ls, their writings , &c. al-
though it confessedly " expresses a
prin ciple on which they are in a state
of agreeme n t with a respectab le por-
tion of their fellow-creatures !"

If, Sir , this manner of using the
term be j ustifiable , a similar use of
the opposite term Trinitarian must be
equal ly so. Let us therefore tr y the
question on this ground. Suppose
an y one par ty of Trinita rians , the
Wesleyan Methodists for instance ,
were to select it in the same way :
we should then hear perpetuall y of
the Trinitarian conference , the Tri-
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nitarian preachers, chapels, &c. But
would this manner of applying the
term be at all consistent with accu-
racy or modesty ? And yet if it were
objected to, the Wesleyan would be
taught by Mr. Aspland to reply, " If
other Trinitarians wish to distinguish
themselves from me, they are wel-
come to set up what distinction they
please ; onl y let that distinction mark
their opinions and not mine" ! !—U p-
on the same princi ple might they style
themselves Protesta nts only , and dis-
tinguish th ei r chapels or institutions,
by the term Protestant, saying, "We
are the better pleased with the term
because it expresses a principle on
¦which we are in a state of agreement
with a respectable portion of our fel -
low-creatures I" To this, the proper
and sufficient reply would be, as it
is to Mr. Aspland, that th is very
" agreement" is the reason why the
term which expresses it ought not to
t?e selected as your appropriate appel-
lation, for it is equall y appropriate
to others.

I am surprised that Mr. A, should
dissent from my remark that the term
Unitarian has " no allusion to his pe-
culiar faith, or that which distinguish-
es his party from all other Christians."
He declares, on the contrary, that it
" refers entirely and solely" to their
peculiar faith 1 In the name of com-
mon sense, how can that be their pe-
culiar or distinguishing* faith which is
avowedly " a principle on which
they are in a state of agreement with
a respectable portion of their fellow-
creatures ?" That which distinguishes
one sect from others, must be that on
which they differ , not that on which
they agree. When I read the produc-
tions or hear the discourses of Mr.
Asplaud's sect, I j of ten find them in-
sisting largely on their peculiarities ;
or those tenets which " distinguish
them from all others/' These relate
to the official character and work of
the Son of God ; and also to his per-
son, which they contend is that of
mere humanity. If any thing be of
importance to Christianity it must
surely be the official character and
work of its Founder, and the vital
subject of redemption, with other
points connected with it. It is here,
Sir, that I find their « peculiar faith
or that which distinguishes them from
all other Christians.1' Unitarianism

does not so distinguish them, because,
as Mr. A. says, it is what they hold
in " agreement*' with others,, as they
do their commqn Christianity vmd
their Protestantism * Do these latter
term s describe their peculiar and dis-
tinguishing faith ? Certainl y not,
because these words express onl y ge-
neral points on which they agree with
others. The term Unitarian, accord-
ing to Mr. A. himself, is like them in
this respect, and therefore, has no al-
lusion to that which distinguishes
th em from all other Christians.

Mr. Aspland calls u pon me to ex-
plain the following expression, which
he pronounces a " sta r tling" one,
" The difference between those called
Socinians and Socinus, is far less than
that which subsists between them
and most other Unitarians." Really,
Sir, I thought I had only expressed
an obvious fact upon which there
could not be two opinions. I cannot
descend into minute explanations of
what is so plain- Let the creed of
Socinus be brought up point by point
in comparison with Mr. Aspland's,
and then let the latter be compared
in the same way with that of either
of the four celebrated Unitarians
whom I have already named in this
paper, and a child may see the truth
of my assertion without being startled.
I therefore said, and I think said tru-
ly, that this fact was sufficient to
overturn the greater part of Mr. As-
pland's quotation from Iris ct Plea.11
For if it be improper to distinguish
his sect by the word Socinian on ac-
count of some differences between
them and Socinus, (which is the drift
of Mr, A's. argument,) it is still more
improper to distinguish them by the
word Unitarian, because the differ-
ences are still greater between them
and other Unitarians.

With the most cordial respect for
Mr. AsplancVs character, whatever
errors or mistakes I may impute to
him, 1 beg leave to submit these ob-
servations to his serious consideration
and that of vour readers.

PASTOR.
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Bromley, Nov. 19> 1815.
Sir,

I 
WISH to inform your readers,
who probably comprehend most

of those whom such information will
interest, that I entertain the design



of publishing the 1 heological Works
of Dr. Priestley, on such a scale of
expense* as may r ender them an easy
purchase, eoiigide ring their number
and extent.

For some time I indulged the hope
that a friend peculi arly suited by the
nature of his own pursuits, and his
present intimate ar*« d happy connexion
with a society wl lich was the last
scene of Dr. Prie stley's labours in
England, would ha ve undertaken the
office of his' Editor. My friend, how-
ever, assures me th at his increasing
engagements, which , from their im-
portance, I know not how to regret,
will render this impra cticable, while
he free ly offers me ev ery assistance
in his power towards tfce accomplish-
ment of such a design.

In the theological works of Dr.
Priestley I include his papers, form-
ing about a third part of the Theo-
logical Repository, and all his othei r
publications, except the Scientific an< 1
those on Miscellaneous Literature* II
propose to add occasional notes, con-
cise, and chiefly employed to correct ,
or supply references, to remark any
variation in the author's opinions, to
preserve the origin al dates of his
pieces, and to describe any important
discussions which they occasioned.
For these purposes I shall solicit, and
have no doubt of obtaining the kind
assistance of several friends to the
memory of Dr. Pri estley, whose own
pursuits have made them much bet-
ter acquainted with his writings and
the circumstances attending their pub-
lication, than my general engage-
ments have allowed me to become.

Adopting the typ es of Lardner's
Work s for the text and notes, the
same fulness of page and average bulk
°f volumes, I apprehend that the
theological works of Dr. Priestley, as
I hav e described them, may possibly

reach but can scarcely exceed sixteen
such volumes. For their publication
[ shal l propose a subscription, w ith"
a sum paid on subscribing, moderate,
compared with the extent of the un-
dertaking, an d such farther sum on
the delivery of each volume, that the
whole works may cost the subscribers
considerably less than by any other
mode of purchase.

On this plan of publication it would
be unreasonable to ask the assistance
of booksellers. I am therefore induced
to request any of your readers, espe-
cially those residing in the centre of
large districts, who may be disposed
to promote the object, by receiving
subscriptions, to favour me, by an
early post, with their acquiescence,
that I may mention their n ames in a
Prospectus, designed for your next
Number*

It would gratify me to have an op-
port unity of circulating widely> the
theological works of Dr. Priestley,
under the advantages of a connected
form. Yet, should there appear, af*-
ter a short experiment, only such a
number of subscribers as will merely
cover unavoidable expenses, I shall,
notwithstanding, immediately proceed
in the execution of the task I have
undertaken ; pleased thus to bear in
Jively recolSection my too short per-
sonal acquaintance with Dr. Prfestley,
and to acknowledge what I owe, in
common with thousands, to the valu-
able information of his writings and
the edify ing example of his life.

I remain, Sir,
Y"ours, &c.

J. T. RUTT.

P. S. I shall thank any of your
readers, inclined to oblige ine on th is
occasion, to direct to me, by post,—
No. 39, Goswell Street, London.
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Jgssay on Lulte xxiii. 43, by  the late
Rev. J. Simpson.

Rearsby > Oct. 19, 1815.
Sir ,

HAVING found among my fa-
ther 's paper s the following in-

terpretat ion of Luke xxiii . 43, and
conceiving that on account of its bre-
vity, it is more suited to the pages of
the Monthl y Repository tha n to a se-
para te publicati on , I take the liberty
of request ing the insertion of a faith-
ful copy of the ori g inal.

I am, Sir ,
Yours most respectfull y,

J . W. SIMPSON.
Luke xxiii. 43, " Veril y I say unto

thee, to-day {<rr ^ ^ov) shalt thou be
with me in paradise. 1'

By pa radise, here , is meant the
State of the righteous dead , which the
Jews imag ined to be a state of con-
scious happ iness. If (ryp eg ov be un-
derstoo d of the time when the event
will take place, it must signify either
the real, or the apparent time, either
a specific, f ixed perio d, or an undeter-
mined period.

If CYj iAegov be interpreted liter ally*
that on the very day when Christ
spake the wor ds, the malefactor should
be in a state of conscious hap piness,
th is would not accord with the image
under which our Lord represents
death , namel y, as being a state of
sleep, out of which he say s, that he
shal l awake mankind at the general
res urrection. Joh n v. 25, 28, £9.
xi. 1 1—14. Luke viii . 52, 53. Nor
would an assert ion, that the man
should on that very day be in a stat e
of conscious happiness, corres pond
with his being with Christ y for the
history ment ions that Christ was alone
in a sepulchre till the third day after
this. Not the least intimation is given
in it that he left the sepulchre during
that time. Nor do either he or his
apost les give any reason to suppose
he did , thoug h every thing they say
upon the subject expre sses, or seems
evidentl y to imply, the contra ry.
Jesu s himself says to Mary, soon af-
ter his resurrection , *' I do not yet
ascend to my Father , but go to my
bret h ren , and say unto them , I as-
aend to my Father and your Father *

and my God and your God /r Joi n
xx. 17- Further , as the apostles will
not be with Christ till his second
coming, we canno t suppo se the male-
factor will be with him till tha t time.
See John xiv. 2, £> .

If o-Yj ^ eg ov be tsiken to denote only
that it would appe ar to the man to be
on the same day, \ >ecause while sleep-
ing in the grave h-e would not be con-
scious of a moment elapsing between
his death and hist resurrectio n to life;
it may be objected , th at the previous
ideas of the malefacto r would not lead
him to understan d it in this sense \ for
the Jew s and the Gentiles , both
thoug ht that the state of the righteous
dead was a condition of conscious
happ iness immediatel y after their de-
parture from this life. And , in order
to Answer the pur pose for which Je -
sus spake, the man must of course
comprehe nd the meanin g of his words.

As such great difficulties attend the
interpret ation of c^b^oy to expres s
the time when* let us inquire for some
other meaning of the word that ac-
cord s with the context , and with
Jew ish phraseology.

Our Lord 's discourse s at different
times, and upon different occasions,
were all consistent with each other.
Also, whatever he introdu ced with
the word verily, was always distinct ,
pointed , j ust and important. W$
may conclude , then , that the sen-
tence which we are considering , es-
pecially as it was a consolatory ad-
dress to a man , dying in agony, would
be strictly true , and be clear ly com-
preh ended by him*

Now, in the pro phetic style, futiwc
events are often represented as pre-
sent, or as having actually taken place,
in order to denote the certain accom-
plishment of a prediction . Thus
Isaiah Ix. 1, " Arise, be thou en-
lighteued , for thy light is come : and
the glory of Jeh ovah is risen upon
thee. f Isaiah ix. % u The people
that walked in dark ness, have seen
a great light , they that dwelled in
the land of the shadow of death , unto
them hath the light 3hined ." Ver. 9,
" Unto us a child is born , unt o us »
son is given.'1 Also lxv. 17, lxv '#
2% liii. 2—9, lv. 4, xlix. 7, 1. 6, xl.
1, 2, 3, 9, aud Isaiah 1

* triumph
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song upon foreseeing the fall of the
king of Baby lon , xiv. 4— 19-

The very term cy^sqoy^ also, as
well as yf Aeg a, and cvga are often used
to signify, not the exact time when
an even t will come to pass, bu t only
the certainty that it will take place.
Instances of this occur in the follow-
ing quotations.

Psalm ii. 7, Acts xiii. 33, Heb. i.
5, v. 5, *' Thou art my son, 'this day
have I begotten thee."

Jerem. i. 9, 10, " The Lord said
unto me, behold, I have put my
words in thy mouth. See, I have
this day set thee over the nations,
and over the kingdoms, to root out,
and to pull down,'* &e. Here, this day *
is applied only to the period during
which God imparted to Jeremiah an
ability to predict futu re events.

tlf ME g Ct.
Gen. ii. 17, "In the day that thou

catest thereof thou shalt die." Comp.
hi. 17 to 24, v. 3 io 5.

Deut. xxvii. 2 to 5, ** In the day
when thou shalt have passed over
Jordan," &c. Comp. Josh. viii. SO
to 32,

1 Sam. xxviii. 18, ** The Lord hath
done this thing unto thee this day.'9
Comp. verses 17 and 19> and on xv.
28, above; and Rev. xiv. 7.

Hosea vi. 2, *' After two days will
he revive us, in the third day he will
raise us up, and we shall live in his
sight. ' Comp. ver. 1, 3 to5, &c.

Ezek. xxi. 25, " Thou prophane,
wicked prince of Israel, whose day is
come, in the time of the punishment
of ini quity, in the end thereof. " See
also vii. 10̂  12, with which comp*
vers. 2, 6t 7, 8.

Lin es suggested by a visit to the Tomb of
the late Rev. Samuel Cary  ̂ in the Bu-
ria l Ground belonging to the Unitarian
Chu rch , Hackney .

f^J ARY • to bid th y native shores ad ieu,
In distant lands , to find a mortal ';*

doom :

Joh n iv. 2S, " The hour cometli, and
now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and in
t ruth ."

v. £5, " The hour cometh and now
w, when the dead shall hear the voice
of the Son of God."

xii. 2S, " The hour is come that the
Son of man should be glorifi ed.'*
Comp. ver. 16 and xiii. SI , 32. xvi.
14, xvii. 1, 2, 5,

xvi . 32, " The hour cometh, yea
is now come, that ye shall be scat-
tered every man to his own (home)
and shaJJ leave me alone/ '

Rev. xviii. 10, "Alas, alas, O great
city of Babylon, for in one hour th y
judgment is come.'* Comp. xiv. 7»
and Dan. vii. 26, and Dr. Wood-
house's note on Rev* xviii. 10.

Fixed nnmhers9 also, are employed
by the Hebrews to express an uncer-
tain number.

Two is used to denote a J ew.
1 Kings xvii. 12.

One and two for &few9 Tsa. vii . 91.
Jerern. iii. 14, &c. See Noldius,
Note 1871.

From the specimens, then , which
we have given of the language of
prophecy it appears that our Lord ,
in Luke xxiii. 43, did not inten d to
par ticularize the exact time when the
malefactor would be in a state of hap-
piness, but only to assure him that
his present anguish on the cross
would certainly be succeeded by a
happy condition of being in the next
life. And Christ who manifested,
dur ing his ministry, that he well
knew the characters of those with
whom he conversed, could accurate-
ly discern the fitness of this man for
such a state. This case is quite sin-
gular. No one therefore can fairly
apply it now to any person. In the
interpretation of scri pture it is neces-
sary to attend closely to the peculiar
circumstances in which our Lord
spake, in the particular instance un-
der consideration .

The plainti ve tale slialj pity oft renew
As, sad , she lingers near the stran ger 's

tomb.
And oft the love that vainl y strove to save
A life so dear ; by meddl ing" memory led ,
Shall pass, in thoug ht , the vast Atlantic

wave,
While Fancy paints these dwellings of th*

tlead.

Poetry. 715
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Nor clos'd thy day by fondest cares un-
blest,

Nor meets thy corse the angry bigot's
scorn ; f ^ i U:

Midst scenes that Priestley lov'd thy ashes
rest,

And wait, in hope, the promisM rising
tnorn.

Nov. 1, 1815. J. T. R.

<Ml li

Whelm oVr thy mind, producing black
despair

(Like the mad whirlwind, which tormeats
the ai r) ?

Prosperity^ fair calm returns to morro w.

Address to the De if y ,

Author of All ! whose conscious eye per-
vades

Alike the blaze of noon or midnight shades;
By whom, upheld from day to day, we

live,—-
Hear, heav'nly Parent ! and my fau lts

forgive.
From chains of sloth and passion set me

free ;
And teach my wavering thoughts to rest

on Thee :
Inspire the high resolve }•—-confirm the

will ;—
Give me to love thy law, and loving", to

fulfil !
6th Nov. 1815. S.

The Storms of Life .
c* Horri&a tetnpestas ccelum contraxit, et

iml>res," &c.

Lo ! the black storm obscures the skies,
The snow descends in feathery flakes
Ming-led with hail and rain, and swells the

lakes •
O'er their contracted bounds • the billows

rise,
Rear'd by the northern Boreas* mighty

pow'r
That from the Thracianxdoud-capp 'd moun-

tains shakes
The lea fy arms of aged trees thai grow
In forests vast and drear, while deep he-

blow
The massive roots far spreading mock the

scene !
Man ! breast the storm y when howling

. tempests blow,
And toss th y bark o'er the rough sea of

life,-
Peace in the conscience, virtue in the

breast,
And hope shall guide thee throu gh the

impassioned strife
And land thee quickl y on the shores of

rest !
Why then bewail to-day ? Shall bootless

sorrow

Latin verses by the Rev. M.  Ma rron, Pre -
sident of the Protest ant Consistory,
PariS y written on his late visit to En-
gland.

Foxius.
Hunc, toto quisqnis Libertatem colis oi be,
Servilis eui sunt vincJa perosa jugi,
Susp ice ! Libertas hoc sanctaui pectore se-

dem
Fixerat, et di gno sueverat ore loqui.
iEmula virtutis tibi laus calcaria subdat :
Vivit honorata Foxius effi gie-

Hclla ndus.
Libertatis amor, decet ut sine labe Bri-

tannum,
Et patria?, et saneta? religionis amor,

Ingenni et meres, cunctiqueseierstia sacli ,
EJoquioqueanimos sunda move re potens,

Hollaudi .spirant betio junctai in imag ine
dotes,

Albion o !  meritum susp ice rite virum.

Andreas JJellus.
O Britonum grata huic adsurge, adsurge

ju ventus !
Anglia , fcr meri to civica serta Tiro !

Hie indefessus te«eise bona semina pubi
Inserit, baud ullo depe'ritura die.

Ille Deum et patriain sancto eolere u rget
amore,

Plebciosque animos non sinit esse rudes.
Bellus honoratum ferat hinc per saecula

nomen ,
Ipsa in quo deutes fregerit Invidia.

The Ho Am.
{From the Morn . G?hron »]

The Summer's past the Swallow's f led
The Linnet seeks her half-leafd shed,

And mourns the sun's decline ;
But thou, my Robin ! constant bird ,
With sweetly plaintive voice art heard 3

Though storms uproot the pine !
November's blast no fears create,
With Hope's soft strain thou cbeer'st thy

mate,
Although no sun-bcains shine ;

For in this season doubly rude,
The humble song of gratitude,

Sweet Robin, still is thine !
M. B. D.

•'—"•^ ¦E&'j n^—
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FOREIGN.
Persecution of the Protestants in France .

No further back than the 17th October, a
fre sh persecution of theProtestants brok e out
at IVismes—seven of its most respectable in-
habitan ts were on that day assassinated .
TRESTAlLLON,t"he leader of this Catholic band
has since been taken into custody by the mi-
litary force. This man had already been
seized for similar outrages } but was set at
liberty in consequence of threatening* to
discover his emp loyers . Morn . Chron.
Nov. 8.

We are concerned to leam , that among"
the innumerable victims who have sealed
with their blood at Nismes, their faith in.
the pure doctrines of our holy religiiou > we
hare to enumerate the Rev. M. Desmont,
senior Protestant Minister of that city.
This veneraWe clergyman had attained the
80th year of his age, and had passed his
life in teaching* the gospel to his flock , and
in edifying* them by his examp le. But
his g rey locks and unblemished life were
no protection to him against the ruffians
who now desolate the south df France in the
ireme of the Bourbons. Inflamed by their
bigoted priests, and misled by a speech at-
tributed to the Duke of Angouleme, they
have sworn the destruction of the Protestant
Religion in France, and consider themsel ves
as havi Ug rendered an acceptable service to
their G ")d and their King*, when they have
ittm\olaU>d a heretic or destroyed a meeting-
house . l*t is a strange neglect, or rather a
cul pable indifference of our government , to
view these s cenes without interfering . Our
arms have placed the Bourbons on that
thronê • whicli they have already stained
with the bloo d of our fellow Protestants.
Our arms maintain them on it ? in opposition
to the wishes amrl opinions of their subjects.
But if we are strrcuj r enough to smother the
general voice of Fa *Ance, can we not employ
the means which PVovidence lias placed in
our hands, to procure one act of ju stice for
our Protestan t b retl/U'en ? Morn -. Chron.
Nav . 18.

L<iusanne, Oct. 31.
The letters from Nismes had been

for some time satisfactory, but the most
dep lorable agitations ha ve again disturbed
its tranquillity . The 15 th announced me-
lan chol y scenes . Detachments from Bouil-
largnes and the neighbou ring1 places had
advanced to the gates of th e town to second
the factions. The Protesta nts were insult-
ed, menacing and fe rocious cries were
heard about their houses. On the 16th
these sy m ptons of insurrectio u became still
too re alarm ing. At last in th e ni ght of the
16th the exp losion was dread ful . A cer-
tain Trestaillon commanded tine brigands.
«lood flowed in many houses in the city .
Mr . Lafon d, father of the Colo nel of that

name, a respectable old man, after having1
defended himself for above an hour> wai
basely murdered. The next day the assas-
sins divided the fruits of their plunder. Se-
veral houses had been demolished j  several
victims had been sacrificed. However, the
armed fo rce put an end to these disorders.
M. de Koohemont at the head of it , distin-
guished himself by his zeal.

Trestaillon was taken just as he had
fired on the Commandant of the place, and
conducted unde r an escort to Montpellier,
wi th th ree or fou r of his principal confi-
dants.

On the 18th tranquillity was restored m
the town, and it was hoped that it would be
preserved .

Versailles, Nov. 8.—Credible persons
arrived from Nismes confirm the accounts
of the dreadful scenes which took place
there in the night of the 17th ult. It seems
that the unhappy Protestants are again
persecuted with the greatest fu ry ; these
persons affi rm that the tocsin was sounded
at Nismes, and that the neighbou ring peas-
antry, armed with sticks and spades, cam*
in numbers with the horrible cry of u Vive
le St. Barthelemy '." to join in the assassi-
nations in the town. General La Garde,
however, to whom the Protestants are under
the greatest obligations^ succeeded by hr *
wisdom and fi rmness in restoring1 tranquil-
lity . It is positivel y affi rmed ui Paris, that
it has been resolved in the Council of the Mi-
nisters to bring' to justice the notorious
Trestaillon , who was arrested some month s
ago, but set at liberty ag*ain ? and that or-
ders to that effect are sent to Nismes.

Lausanne, Nov. 7.-—The accounts from
Toulouse state, that in the South peop le's
minds are slill excite d ; all those who were
in place under Napoleon have been removed .
The offi cers who have returned h ome can-
not avoid the ill usage of the people, ex-
cept by lay ing aside their uniform, and
appearing as simp le citizens.

The misfortunes of the Protestants in the
South have not been listened to with ind if-
ference by the Allied Sovereigns. While
the King of Prussia was at Paris, M. de
Chateaubriand attem pting* to soften the pic-
ture in the eyes of that Sovereig-n, attri-
buted these d isorders to political opinions,
rather than religious dogmas ; ** you are
wrong, Sir," replied his Majesty , '.< these
crimes cannot be covered—and it' tin? Pro-
testants have been friends of the revolution,
it gave them rights which they scarcely had
any idea of, and they perhaps saw but too
clearly what they were th reatened with by
the fanaticism of some incendiaries *1

Nismes, Nov. 11.—The national g-uard*-
of St. Mamert, Tons Moulezan, and Mont-
pezal, proceeded the 7tfr of this month in
the r#ad from NUraes to> Lunel, to presen t
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*heir homage to the Duke <T Angouleme.
In traversing' on their way the terr i tory of
Caloisson , they shouted Vive le Ho i \ A
das les Bonapartis tcs . The inhahitants of
Caloisson believing themselves insu lted by
these demonstrations of joy , shouted on the ir
side. A bas tes Br igands / this evening on
on your ret urn we shal l have more than 600.
The national guar ds on their return in the
evenin g" , hav ing* dema nded to he lodged at
Caloisson , because it was night , and they
could not return to thei r Com mu nes 5 a
tumult ensued , in which one of them , na-
med Marcel , of Mon tpezal , was killed by a
musket shot , and another national guard
was dan gerousl y wounded in the thi gh.
As snon as this event was known at Nismes,
200 men of the troo ps of the line , and a bri -
gade of gendarmerie set out in the night
between the 7th and 8th to put a stop to the
disorde r. Eight individua ls who were
pointed out as the princ ipal s in this affray ,
were arreste d and conveyed to the prison of
Nismes.—Some troops rem ai n at Caloisson ,
both to maintain order , and to guarantee
the inhabitants from the vengeance which
the neighbourin g Communes would other-
wise take for the death of the Royalist who
has been killed.

Fro m a private source we have an account
of another atrocious act of assassination
committed at Nismes, on the person ©f Ge-
neral de la Garde , the commandi ng officer
the re, who, in endeavouring to quiet the
turbulence of a bigoted mob5 was shot
th rou gh the heart . This was a very f ew
days after the Duke d'ANGOULEME had
been there , who , as some of the French
Journals would have us believe, endeavour -
ed to allay the spirit of persecution , and
whom policy would of course induce pub-
licly to profess princi ples of liberal ity and
moderation ; but who ori ginall y insti gate d
the abominable persecution of the Protes -
tants . The sycop hants of the Angouleme
faction may prate abou t the instructions he
gave, and the sor row that he feels—bu t
who let loose the fu ry of the bigots to whom
he gave aims and the green -edged cockade
—formed them in to battalions—and deno-
minated al) Protestants to he Bonapartists ?
When Lord Geor ge Gor pon roused the
blind bigotry of the mob in St . George7s
Fields against the Catholics , he did not
foresee that they would burn down Lond on.
Bigotr y in all sects is the same, every where
and at all times . We see^by the French Jo u r-
nals , in the article from Nismes, that the
presence of the Duke was the signal for
tumult and re-action , in which the lives of
individuals were sacrificed , and what can
be inferred fro m this , in spite of professions
of moderati on , but that such pr ofessions are
at comp lete variance with secret instructi -
ons,or at least with private hints and insinua -
ations. It is fitting* that agai nst persecution
for rel igious opinions the feeling's of
mankind should be arrayed , and that bigot*

shoul d be tau ght that they cannot tyra nnise
over the minds of others with impunity .
Morn . Chron . Nov . 24.

718 Intell igence.—Wri ght and Cooper 's Missiona ry Tour in Cornwall.

DOMES TIC .
RE LIGIOUS.

D/Tessrs . Wri ght and Cooper *s M issiona ry
Tour in Cornwall. [Extracted by orde r
of the Unitarian Fund Commi ttee , fro m
R . Wr ight 's Missionary Jour nal, from
Jun e to October , 1815.]
This I deem one of the most import ant

missions I ever engaged in , and will , I tr ust ,
th rou gh the divine blessing, on which all
our succes s must depend , be productive of
happy effects. Thougb full of labour , the
execution of it afford ed me high pleasure ,
and I bless God , th at , in the course of hi*
providence , he hath called me to so good
a work , and is pleased to enabl e me to per -
form it. Wha t can afford greater satisfac -
ti on, or pu rer joy , than to witnes s the spread
of divi ne truth , evangel ical ri ghteousn ess,
and Christ ian charity , and to pr omote thei r
progress ?

In Cornwall I spent * twenty- eight days,
pre ached th irt y-seven times, and in nine-
teen diffe rent town s, viz. the following.

1. Fa lmouth.
In this town I found a respectable , thou gh

not numerous , Society of Unitarians . Most
of them w ere formerl y Methodists , and were
excluded fro m the Methodist Society merel y
on account of thei r opinions . They meet
regularl y for public worsh ip, and the mi-
nistration of the word , th ree times on the
Lord' s day . They have also a prayer
meetin g on the IiQrd' s-day mornin g, at
seven o'clock , and a week evening lecture.
Considering the oppos ition they have met
with , and still meet with , fro m other relig i-
ous parties , the progr ess th ey have made as
a society is considerable , and their meet-
ings are respectabl y attended . They hold
their meetin gs in a large room , which is
very inconven ientl y situated . Th ey reta in
the best part of Methodism , zeal , a high
degree of the de votional spiri t, and the habit
of attendin g dili gentl y- to public wors hip
and other reli gious exercises. They ar e

* We left Tavistock on Thursday, Aug .
17th , and durin g that and the two follow-
ing days had no opportunity of pr eaching,
owing to the rain , and other unfavour able
circ umstances . After leaving Truro , on
our way back , Tuesda y, Sept. 12th , no fu r-
ther opportunity of preachi ng offered til l
we reached Plymouth , Thursday, Sept,
14th : and , indeed , previous fati gue, and
the heat of the weather , which ren der ed
t raveli ng on foot very laboriou s, re nde red
me unfit for preaching" in the open air *
which requ ires great exertion : consequent-
ly the days employed in prea ching" wen
twenty -thre e only.



intelligent , well-informed on reli gious sub -
jects, and, so far as I coul d discove r or
learn , exemplary as Christians . Several
of them have suffered loss in their trade , as
well as rep roach , by becomin g Unitarians ,
which they have borne with Ch ristia n firm -
ness. Mr. Philp, their minist er , was for-
merly a preacher amon g- the Methodists , is
in tra de, and is respectable both as to cha-
rac ter -and talents. There are several pr o-
mising* young" peop le in this society. The
reli gious intercourse I had with the bre-
th ren in Falmouth and its vicinity , greatl y
refre shed my spirit. I am the more parti -
cular in my account of the m, because I
ju dge, it will be interes ting to the Friends
of the cause at large , to be particularl y in-
formed of the state of an infant society in so
remote a corner of the island , and because
I wish to direct their attention to what I
think a most important pa rt of the Unitarian
Vineyar d.

In Falmouth I preached ten times , nine of
them in the usua l place of meeting , and
oace in the market -square . I also admi -
niste red the Lord 's Supper , and delivered a
farewell address . My fellow-traveler , Mr.
Cooper, preac hed th ree times in this town .
Stran gers came at different times to hea r ;
amon g the rest two Jews , who are said to
be men of considerable learnin g, especially
one of them , who is from Morocco , and was
in a Moorish dress . The audiences 'were
always respectable , and closely attentive.
That in the market -square was estimated at
five hundre d persons.

Ever y thing possible should be done to
cheris h and promote the Unitarian cause at
Falmouth , as on its progress in that im-
portant town , will depend its success in
several other places. The society shoul d
as soon as. practicable have a meeting -house ,
in a better»situation  ̂

this is under every
Tiew a matte r of much consequence ; the
more so on account of Falmouth bei ng*
visited by strangers from various parts of
the world , who eithe r come hither with
the packets , or resort th ither to sail with
them .

2. Flushing .
This is a pleasant village on the eastern

•ide of Falmouth harbour. There are se-
vera l well-infor med Unitarians in this place,
«specially my worth y friend Mr. Prout ,
vvho was the only decided and avowed
Unitarian I found in Cornwal l, when I vi-
aited it in the year 1811 : and who has abl y
and judiciousl y answered Mr. Drew 's *
pam phlets against the Unit ari ans. The
Flushing friends meet with those at Fal-
moutli -7 but it is desirable , and I earnestl y
recommend it to them , to hold a meeti ng in
their own village, once on the Lord 's day,
*ay in the afternoon , as the publ ic meetings
•t Fa lmouth are in the morning and even-

* Mr . Dre w is a Methodi st pr eacher ,
^d wricks at St. AusteL

ing*. Mr. Phil p could preach at Flushing
occasional ly, and there aa*e other friend *
capable of takin g a part in conducting th #
meetin gs.

I preached at Flushiu g six times , tvv ic*
in the open air , four times in a lar ge room .
We had always good and att entive audi -
ences ; the lar gest was estimated at four
hundr ed per sons.

3. Penryn ^A populous town , two or th ree miles from
Falmo uth . Here I preached th ree times, in
the open air , the last time on a public green ,
when it was estimated we had f ive hundred
hearers. There are several persons , in this
town favourabl e to Unitari anistn ; they
came to hear me at Falmo uth and Flush -
in g, have begun to read Unitaria n books ,
and I hope will attend regularl y with , and
become a part of the society at the former
place : this I understoo d them to propose
doing. They expressed a wish to have
meetin gs occasonall y at Penry n; it is hoped
the friends who are capable of conductin g'
public meetings, will as sist them to car ry
their wishes in this respect into effect.

4. St. Mcivj s,
A few miles across the wate r to the south -

east from Falmouth . I preached here in the
middle of the day, on the public Quay , to
about f ive hundred people, many of them,
fisher men. The midd le of the day is th *
best time to get a congregation in many
places on the Cornish coast , as the fisher -
men are then most at libert y .

5. Heist on y
Twelve miles from Falmouth , to the west*
ward . Her e I preached in the public street ,
to, it was estimated , four hundred peop le.
Some came to us afterwards , at our inn ,
and offered to receive b ooks to distr ibute.
The accounts we received from this town f
of the effects of our exertions , before wm
left Cornwall , were pleasing ^, and led us to
hope we had not laboured in vain.

6. Mara ziony
Ten miles further west , near St. Michael 's
Mount , at the head of Mounts Bay . Two
friends went round the town to call the in-
habitants together. Within half an hour a
large company came together , and I preacK -
ed to them , in the market place .

7. Pen zance y
Three miles from Marazion , to the westwa rd .
Here I pre ached in the green -market , to a
larg e assembl y. It was. estimated that at
the two last places we had one thousand
heare rs . Afte r the service two gentlemen
came to solicit me to preach the next morn -
ing at two fishing villages, further to the
south -west , and un der too k to circulate no-
tices. With this request I of course com-
plied . They also engaged to receive book*
and circulat e them .

8. Newly n. *
A fishing village on the western side of

* On my arrival in this village an ©14
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Moun t's Bay. Here we had an assembly
of about five hundred people on the sea side.
It was a delightful morning, the scenery *,
includin g land and sea, was beautifu l and
grand 3 the congregati on sat on the gras s,
the scattered rocks , and the saad. I preach-
ed to th em on the parable of the prod igal
son. Never did I see a congregation more
dee ply affected than this , while I was in-
sisting* oi* the f ree mercy of God , as the
Fathe r of his sinfu l creature s. This scene
broug ht to~ my recollection how the wor d
of life was fi rst preached , by our great Mas-
ter , and the fishermen of Galilee , on the
«ca side, or in any place where the peop le
were disposed to liste n to the glad ti dings.

9. JSlousehole *
Another fishing village, on the western side
of Mount 's Bay . A man had met us f rom this
place at the former vil lage, conducted us
hither , guided us to a proper spot oh the
shore for holdin g a meeting*, and went
round and informed the inhab itan ts. About
two hundred and fifty persoB s assembled ,
and listened very attentively to a discourse
on the love of God . The majority of the
hearers at this and the precedin g place ,
were fishermen.

10. St. Ives.
This is a populous towa , and gives its
name to a spacious bay on the north side of
Cornwall . Here the people were assembled
ob the sand , near the sea, and I pr eached
to about one thousan d persons. Thoug h it
rained during the service, none of the con-
gregation left the spot , but others continued
coming, and the whole were very attentive .
A sailor , of whom I had no previous know-
ledge, held an umbrella over me. After
the ser-vice, two gentlemen came to us at
our inn , and offered a, lar ge boat -house, for
the use of any Unitaria n Missionary : who
may visit that part of Cornwall , at any
future period : th ey also agreed to receive
books to distribute .

11. St.  Earth.
Passin g throug h th is smal l town from St .
Ives, back to Fa lmoulh , two friends walked
round and inform ed the inhab itants that a
meeting would be held immediatel y, a good
company came together ,, I preached to
them in the open air , and had a very atten -
ti ve hearin g.

12. St. Day,
Is situated in the princi pal mining district .
Heue I pre ached in the middle of the day,
neai the market -place, to a pretty lar ge and
attentive audience.

13, Redrn th,
A populous town in the midst of the prin-
cipaLmining district. This was the centre
of what is called the late revival among the
Methodist *, which appears , from what I
heard , to have been a scene of great extra -
vaganc e and absurdity . In this town I

man met me, and said , " I bless God that
iMpreacher of your descri ption is come to
this par | of the country ."

preach ed twice, in the public street . The
first congregation was estimated at nva
hundred , the second at one thousan d per-
sons.

14. Camborne.
A small market -tow n is the same d istric t
Here I pr eached by the side of the mar ket-
place, to about two hundre d people who
were brou ght together by two fri ends cal-
ling at their houses to inform their. -of the
meeting.

15. Tuckingmili .
A. village in. the same district . Here I
preached to about a hund red people wha
were assembled in the street.

16. Pool ,
Another Village in the same distri ct. Heie
I preac hed to about th re e hundred persons ^who were assembled at the front of the pr in-
cipal Inn.

Some perso ns followed us from town to
town , from villag e to village, to hear th«
different discourses pre ached in the four or
five last mentioned places.

17. St.  Agn es.
A small market -town , on the north side
of the countr y, surrounded by mines. Here
I preach ed in the market -place to about
one thousand people.

18. Chase- Water.
A village in a minin g district . I preached
to about one hundred people, in a public
road .

19. Truro .
A lar ge and well built town . Her e I
preached twice at the High Cross . The
f irst congregation was estimated at more
than one thousan d, the second at one thous-
and five hundred or one thousand six hun-
dre d persons. The Rvst evening afte r the
public service we had some conversa tion
and debate with Calvinists and others . It
was agreed to renew the debate , at the time
I had appointed to*visit and prea ch at Tru ro
again ; but after the second preaching* the
Calvinists decli ned- coming 'forward ; thoug h
one of them told the people I was ten times
worse than the devil. The second evening 1
I preache d in this town , afte r the public
service, I had an interesting conversa tion
and debate with a sensible Jew. We had
also conversat ion with several othe r per-
sons. The UuitariB n cause is not without
its friends in Truro .

Durin g our journ ey in Cornwal l, my rcl-
low-traveler and myself, were much en-
gaged in conversation with vario us pers ons,
when not employed in regular and public
services : sometimes with persons as we
walk ed by the way, sometimes with those
we visited at their houses, and occasionally
with per son s where we happened to cail on
the road . In one way or the other our
time was full y occup ied, and the great ob-
jects which called us so far westward ? left*
us little leisure or inter val of rep ose, till
we bad the pai n of bidding faireweH' to our
Cornish Friends. *

[To be conclu ded in our next.]

7*0 Intdl ia ncc Wright and Cooper's MitsioTUf ry Tattr in Cornwall



Open ing of the New Unitarian Chapel ^Gullompto7i) Devon .
Some months since , on atte mptin g* to

repair th e Unitarian Cha pel in this p lace,
it was found to be so much decayed as to
gender farther assemb ling" in it dan g-erous .
The Society there fore determined to tak e
the whole dow n and to erect another on
the same ground , which being ' finished ,
was opened for public worshi p on Sunda y,
the 29th of October.

I n the mor ning 1 Dr . Car penter preached
from Mark viii. 38. The common duty
of Ch ristians openl y to avow thei r pr inci-
ples was strong ly enforced , to be deterred
by worldl y interest, by the unpopu lari ty
of their sentiments , by the favours or the
fro wns of men , or to be swayed by the in-
difference to Christ ian tr uth , too g*eneral ly
prevalent, was to deny Christ before men ,
In the afternoon Mr. Davis , who stated ly
officiate s , delivered a discourse from John
xv. 4—7, in which the nature of the union
between Christ and his disciples, and the
blessing's resulting " from it were illustrate d,
the duty of Christians to examine for them -
selves , and to make the Bible and the

"Bible onl y the rule of their faith and prac -
tice was also strongly insisted on. In
the evenin g" Dr. Car penter again preached
from 1 Peter iii . 15, 16. He began by
stat ing the doctrines in which Unitarians
agree with their Christian bre thren of all
deno minat ions, next state d the doctrines
concernin g- which they differed from the
Church of Eng land , the Calvinistic Dis-
senters , and the Weslcyan or Arminian
Met hodists , in doing which the particular
doctrin es referred to were quoted from the
Cr eeds, Catechisms , and other writ ings
of the differ ent sects of Christians ; by
these it appeared impossible that Unita -
rian s could conscientiousl y continue to be
atat ed worshi pers, with those who hold
such opposite sentime nts :—some of the
doctri nes held by Unitarians, it was ob-
served, may no doubt shock many well-
meaning- Christians ; on the other hand , it
ought to be considered that these doc-
tri nes could not be mo re shockin g to them
tban many which they believed and
pr eached were to the Unitaria ns. The
Doctor 's exposition and defence of Uni-
taria n princi ples, breath ing th roug ho ut the
•pint of Christian candour and benevo-
lence, and evincin g an ardent zeal in the
cause of rational Christianity , were de-
livered in the most impressive manne r , and
being- heard with the greatest at tention ,
'jrt lj it is hoped , tend to the removal of
those prej udices and to the promoti on of
wat inqui ry for which they were so emi-
nentl y calculated . The audience was very
^H^tabl e 

and 
numer ous each par t of theday—man y friend s from Iloniton, Tiver -

*°*i, and the neighbourin g* villages attend -e(* : in the evening the place was crowde d^*&d jj Waa a nourctt of regre t that many
*»*. x. 5a

who came to hear were obliged to return
for wan t of room . The frien ds of the
cause were hi ghl y del ighted with the
whol e service 5 and it is belie ved that few,
if any , were other wise than pleased with
the manner in which it had bee n conducted.
Dr. Car pente r has been strong ly solicited
to publish th is sermon , which he decline*
doing - at present.

On this occasion a tribute of merited
thanks was paid to the Christian liberality
of the Wesleyan Metho dists in Cullomp -
ton, for the voluntary offe r of their chapel ,
in which the Unitarians assembled for pub-
lic wors hip, once on each Lord' s Day for
some months past . May this Christian
sp irit gain g round among* fellow-christian s
of every denomination.

Intelligence *—Subscriptio n to the Rossenda le Clutpel. 721

Unitaria n Chapel j New-church, Hossert r
dale , (See Monthly Repository, Vol.
x. pp. 313, 392, 45S, 461, 527, 596,
660.)
Donation s in aid of liquidat ing the deb t

(£350.) upon this Cha pel will be received
by the Rev . Robert Aspland , Hackney
Roa d ; Rer . R. Astley, Halifax ; Rev.
W. J ohns , Manchester ; Mr. W . Walke r,
Rochd ale ; and Dr. Thomson , Hal ifax .

N.B. On the 13th ult. Dr. Thomson
received a lar ge parcel of Unitar ian Tracts
for the 'Rossendal e brethre n , from the
Southe rn Unitarian Society and the Unita -
rian Fu nd.

£ s. d.
Amount adve rtised p. 660 208 0 0
Mrs. Astley, Chesterfield 1 - 1 0  0
Miss Wilkinson , ditto , - - - 1 1 Q
Miss E. Wilkinson , ditto - - 1 1 0
Joh n Wilkin son , Esq . ditto - 2 2 tf
Robert Malkin , Esq. ditto - 1 1 0
Mr . Woodhea d, ditto - - - 0 5 0
Mr. Jos eph Hal l, ditto - - 0 5 0
Mr. James Croft , ditto - - - 0 5 0
Mr. John C roft , ditt o - - - 0 4 0
Mr. Gill , ditto - - - - -0 3 0
Mrs . Thomas , Gateacre - - 3 0 6
S. W . Parker , Esq. Newcastl e-

upon-Tyne - - - . - 1 1 0
Messrs . Reeders , ditto - - - 0 10 0
Mi.  John Davidson , ditto - - 0 10 6
Mr. Wa iter Smith , ditto - - 0 3 0
Mr. A . Ryle, ditto - - - - 0 3 0
Mr - Henr y Atkinson , ditto - 0 6 0
Miss Hogg*, ditto - - - - 01 0
Mr. De Role , ditto - - - - 0 5 0
Mr. Edward Simpson , ditto - 0 5 0
Mr. James Walto n, ditto - - 0 5 6
Miss Ciee, Mansfield - - - 0 10 6

222 7- 6

Errata in the former List fr om Newcastle.
For Jame s Ha sh , Esq. read Losh .
For Roger Barrard re ad Barrow.
For Jos eph Armour read Arm orer.

Halifax^ Nov. 2^ 1815.



P̂rop osed Unitarian Chapel ^ Greenocf t .
Greenoek ^ Nov. 14, 1815.

Sir ,
The Committee of the Green ocfc and

ilPort Glasgow Unitarian Associalian Fund
liaving seen with extreme pleasure in the
J ast number of the Repository , [p. 660]
£ Subscri ption opened in Eng land for the
infant ch urch at Greenocjc , are induced to
think , that the sam e may l>e promoted by
lay in g* before your readers a statement of
fvhat has bee n done here since their last
communication .

The expense of erecting* a cliapel with -
out any g-allery , capable of containin g- 500
people, is estimated not to exceed BOO I . ;
and toward s this sum there have now
jbeen obtaine d in donations and subscri p-
tions here and at Port -Glasgow. 298/.
A few donations have also been mad e in
Crla sg-ow and Edi nbur gh, which may a-
jnouti t to 10/. more .

TJ ie course of Lectu res formerl y stated to
have been commenced by |Wlr . Harris , were
conti nued once a fortni ght ia the ori g inal
place of meeting" , unti l from a want of ac-
commodation , the Committee procure d j ;he
theat re where the two last lectures wero
delivered . At the first of these there was
an audience of about 1000 peop le, while
nevera l hun dre ds could iiud jiip admis sion.
At the lecture last Sunday evening* Che
theat re was also filled arid numbers went
away .

The spirit of inquiry whicli wan then
Mentioned to Ibe &en«ralJ y pro rsiUut. ap>-

pears to have suffered no dimin ution , not-
withstanding ' repeated attem pts have been
made to crush it on the part of the ortio-
dox , and anethemas launched openly from
the pul pit against such as attend our meet-
ing's. It is with a reference to the exist-
ence of this spirit amon gst the inhab itan t*that Greenoek is to be viewed as a situa-
tion hi ghl y favourable for diffusing pr imi-
ti ve Ch ristianity : and by the contin ued
developement of this disposition the Com-
mittee feel themselves excited to stra in
every nerve , to raise on this spot u a tem-
ple to reason , to free inqui ry, to individ-
ual jud gment. '* They therefo re hope to
be forg iven for .pressin g into notice this
important feature of the public mind ia
thi s place , and for ag*aift brin ging for-
ward the erection of a Chapel in Gree noek
to the worshi p of the One God throu g h the
One Mediato r, as an object worth y of sup-
port .

The Committee ca&not close this com-
munication without publicl y expressi ng
the h igh sense they ente rtain of the valu e
of Mr . Harris 's labours . With a zeal trul y
apostolic, he travels f î ty miles once a fort-
night to visit us without remuneration ^and in the midst of academical business
composes discourses at once per spicuous
and animated.

I am, Sir ,
&n the name of the Committe e,

You r most obedient Servant ,
SAMUEL GEMMILL , Secretary

Subscription ta the Greenoek Chap el*
By Jtf r * George Harr is.

A Friend to the Cause - 10/.

7*£ Meetin gs on behalf of the French Protestants. .
Unitarian Academy.

Since the List of Subscrib ers , he. was
published with the Number for August ,
the followin g names and contributions have
been received and are here inserted by de-
sire of the Committee of Governors :—
Benefaction from an Unknown /. s. d.

Fri end , th rou gh the hands of
Rev . T. Belsham - - . . - 100 0 0

Two year s' inte rest upon the
same - - - - - - -  10 0 0

feenex Cornubiensis , a present
of a g-ood copy of Tay lor '*
Hebre w Concordance , valu -
ed at 10 10 0

Mr Edward Corn , Bi rming -
ham 5 0 0

J lichard Cooke , Esq. Yeovii 5 5 0
Mr. Richard Allchin , Mai d-

stone - - - - - - -  1 1 0
Rev. Mr , Wri ght , Rochdal e - 1 1 0
"M r. Hey wood , Bolton - - 1 1 0
T. B. W". Sanderson , Esq.

Chewbent - - - - -  2 2 0
Corrections of the published List :

For Messrs . J. and J . S. Hanc ock , Li-
verpool , read Messrs . J . and J. S. Han cox,
£tc.

For Mr. Hounsell , Brid por t, read Mr.
Joseph Hounsell , &c.

Meetings on behalf of the Frenc h Prt-
test ants.

We have great pleasure in laying* before
our readers the fol lowing extract from the
Mornin g Chronicle of Nov. 23 :

u The firs t public bod y which has es-
poused the cause of the plunder ed and
slaughtered Protestants in Frauce , held it*
meetin g on Tuesday mornin g, and wit h
equal pleasure and gratitude we inform
our reader s, that this signal serv ice li<M
bee n rendered to our sufferin g fellow-
chnstiaiis by the Dissentin g Mini ster s of
this metropolis . Inheritin g- the wisdom ,
the virtue , and the courage of th ei r illus-
trious ancesto r they have lifte d their
voice in behalf of the victims of merc iless
persecution. We hope it will rouse the
enei-giea of the frien ds of reli gious f ree *
dona throughout this country , and pene-
trate the cities and the Courts of Europe,
and tha t while it apea ks consolatio n to th4
opp ressed , it will inti inidate the instiga-
tors of crimes whicJ i have app alled tbf i
benevolent and the good in every par t oi
dhristendoiri . We understand ' that th«
meetin g was attend ed moro numerously
ffcaa ~ ht* tow fcaowa in '*Mwf 7«*mP**t >



MISCELLANEOUS .
The second Anni versar y of the Norfolk

and Norwich Associati on in aid of the
Church Missionary Society, Tvas held in
St. Andrew 's Hall , on Wednesday last.—
The Lord Bishop of the Diocese took the
chair precis ely at twel ve o'clock , and
opened the busines s with the following-
speech :

Ladies and Gent lemen 9——On an occa-
*ion like the present , it is the duty of him
who has the honour and happiness of being*
Presid en t of the Norfol k and Norwich
Chur ch Missionary Association , in the
retros pect to state to you, in as clear and
for cible a' manner as he can , the tianscen -
dant importance of the object wh ich the
members of the society have in view,
which is , in humbl e imitation of their Di-
vine Master , to send chosen tfiessengers
to go into all the worl d, and preach the
gospel to every creature . In the next
place, to point out what are the best means
of promoting " the success of so glorious an
object . With respect to the former , when
we ar e told that the popul ation of the g lobe
which we inhabi t ^falls little short of a
th ousand millions of persons , more than
cight hun dred millions of whom , like the
peof fe of Nineveh , mentioned in the pro -
phet Jonah , are unable , as far as re ligion
is concerned , to distin guish between their
ti^ht hand and thei r left ; it is impossible
that a benevolent Cfc ristiaif should not feel
an xious to convey tlie li ght of the Gospel
to th ose who sit in such darkness , and in
the darkn ess of the shadow of death : it is
impossible that any sincere Christian can
offe r his prayers , and repeat day by day
those impre ssive words , " th y king dom
come," withou t in some way or other en-
devourin g* to accelera te the .consummation
•f *n event , so devout ly to be wished for.

And wha t can human pruden ce suggest, or
human efforts carr y into effect , more likel y
to succeed , than the establish ment of jChris -
tian Missions ; I say Chris t ian Missions,
because , thou g h I am a sincere Me mber of
the Churc h of Eng land , and firm ly att ach -
ed to it , and consequentl y more partic ular ly
interested in the success of Church Missi-
ons , yet I shall never scru ple, in any place ,
and at any time , to co-operate most cord i-
all y, an d hol d out the ri ght hand of fellow-
shi p to any of my fellow-christians , of
whatever denomination , whose noble , pure ,
and onl y aim it is, that the kingdoms of tho
earth shall become the king dom of our
Lord and of his Christ. —A member of our
excellent ecclesiastical establishm ent, who
resides in Norw ich, has , within these few
days , had the opportunit y of hearin g ser-
mons from many distinguished clergymen
round about me, in which this top ic has
been so abl y i nsisted on , that it would be
presum ptuous in me to attem pt to add any
thin g to what they have said on this point .
I shall cont ent myself with simp ly observ -
in g, that he to whose honour , and in whose
service your present labour of love, is em-
ployed , will never fail , iu his own good
time , to crown your exertions with success.

H is Lordsh ip's address was received with
the stron gest marks of approbation ; after
which the Rev. W. Mitchell rea d the Re-
port of the Committee , which is now in
general circulat ion.

The Report having* been read , the Ri ght
Hon. Lord Cal thor p moved that it be adopt -
ed and circulated , which was seconded by
th e Rev. J. Pratt , who took an enlar ged
view of the various scenes of the Society 's
labours . The Hon . and Rev . G. T. Noel
moved that the thanks of the meetin g
should be given to the various Officers of
the Inst itution. The Rev . Mr . Edwards
proposed the Officers of the ensuing year .
—Mr. Ef. Bickersteth havin g moved that a
separate fund be opened for a Missionar y
Shi p to Western Africa , this was seconded
by the Rev. C .D. Brereton . The Rev. F ran
cis Cunning ham , George Glover , and J. W.
Cunning ham also several ly addressed the
meeting . Lord Cal thorp moved the thank s
of the meeting to the Bishop, who con-
cluded the busi ness of the day by a short
ad dress , expressing the interest he had
taken in what had passed, and his dete rmi-
nat ion to continu e his suppor t to the Insti -
tut ion. G. S". Kett , Esq . of Brooke , was
added- to the list of Vice-Pr esidents . Of
the various eloquent and impres sive speech -
es we are at this time unable to give even
a sketch .

The Sermons in the course of the week
excited as much attenti on as in pr evious
years , and we believe altogether about the
sum of 14.0/. was collected at the diffe rent
chu rch es.

On Thursday last , the General Annual
Meeting of the Nor folk and NoTwick Auxi-
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and that it was determ ined to app ly to the
••overnm ent , and to adopt every measure
which prudence , zeal and liberalit y can
dictate ."

Four of the ministers of the Body of the
Thr ee Denomination s, viz . Mr . Mor gan ,
the Secretary ; Mr . Aspland , for the Pres -
byteria ns ; Mr . Wilks , for the Inde pend-
ents ; and Mr. New man , for the Anti pae-
dobaptists , . waited upon Lord Liver pool
on Saturday, the 25th. inst . and received
from him the most satisfactor y assurances
of the intentions of the government with
respe ct to the suffere rs .

Anoth er meetin g of the body of Dissent -
ing" Ministers is to be held on Tuesday the
28th instant , whose proceedi ng s we shall
record in our next.

It will be seen by the Wra pper that the
Protestant Society have taken up the sub-
ject with their wonted alacrity and zeal ;
and we unders ta nd that the Deputies of the
Dissentin g- Congregations are sumrnoued to
take the subject into consideration .



liary Bible Society was held in St. Andrew's
Hall.

The Lord Bishop having taken the Chai r,
rose, and addressing- himself to the numer-
ous assemblage of Ladies and Gentlemen,
by whom the upper part of the Hall was
completely filled , observed , that to him, the
presence of so trul y respectable a meeting*,
called on such an occasion , appeared pre-
eminently calculated to impress on every
benevolent mind, sentiments of the most
lively satisfaction , and of the deepest in-
terest 'j and to inspire the humble hope that
th.e Almighty "would look down on their
proceedings with approbation . It would
be unnecessary, his Lordsh i p sai d, on this
the Fourth Anniversary of the Norfol k and
Norwich Auxiliary Bible Society, for him
to enter into a detailed statement of its na-
tu re and objects ; he deemed it sufficient
barely to remind his audience that the great
princi ple on which the Association solel y
rested , was that of distributing the Hol y
Scri ptures throughout every part of tlie
British Emp ire, and of the know a world.
And surely theVe could be nothing more
free from every reasonable objec tion , no-
thing more deserving of the public coun-
tenance and support , than this plan of
rendering the conjoint efforts of every de-
nomination of Christians instrumental to
the accomplishment of so enlightened, so
important a design. The superior excel-
lence and divine authori ty of the Bible were
acknowledged by all ; and it was the duty ^therefore, of every sincere believer in
Chrises Religion to endeavour to di ffuse
the Knowledge of Salvation to the utmost
extent in his power, by affectionately and
earnestly uniting in an universal dissemina-
tion df the Sacred Volume.—The venerable
Chairman then took occasion to advert to
the Eleventh Report of the Parent Society 9
as affording the most grati fying as wel l as
the most incontrovertible testimony to the
truth of this assertion . His Lordship in-
stanced , as particularl y deserving the at-
tention of his hearers, the Lette r of the
King of Persia to Sir Gore Ousely, on the
subject of the Society's labours, and the
proceedings of the Russian Bible Society ,
instituted at St. Petersbnrgh under the aus-
pices of the Emperor, in which fraternal
band were to be reckoned Patriarchs of the
Greek, and Bishops of the Roman Catholic
Church , besides a larg e proportion of the
chief Nobility. And yet it was this British
and Foreign Bible Society, the Bishop re-
marked , which had recentl y been made the
subject of censure and reprobation, hj  a
Prelate of the Church ot England—of that
Ch u rch , the very foundation stones of
which were, the suff iciency of the Scrip-
tures f o r  tlie Salvation of Mankind , and
the invaluable and impr escriptible rig ht of
privat e judgment in. matters of religion .
Jlii Lordship expressed his reluctance to

disturb the unanimity of the trul y Chim
tian A ssembly, which he had then the ho-
nou r of addressing*, by alluding * to such at-
tacks *; adding-, however, that the zeal
which he had always fel t, and ever should
feel in the glorious cause of the Society
would not allow him silentl y to pass ove r
any affront that was offered it , from what-
ever quarter it might proceed .—But it was
no trifling' source of consolation to the
friends of the Institution to kno w, that the
number of its adherents increased , whils t
that of its opponents diminished 5 and that
wi th such great and continued prosperity
had their noble work of charity and bene-
volence been Llessed , as to encourage the
hope of sooner or later seeing* every good
man cordiall y j oining to communicate the
glad tiding-s of salvation to them that are
near, and to them that are afa r off.

Mr. J. J. Gurney then read the Report,
of  which the following is an outline :—

The Report of the Committee of the Nor-
fol k and Norw ich Auxiliary Bible Society,
satisfactorily states, that the am o unt of do-
nations and subscriptions, during the fourth
year has been Tcry considerable, exceeding1
that of the preceding by about 140/. which
have enabled them to remit to the Parent
Society, since the last General Meeting, the
sum of 1730/. 85. Qd. and that the aggie-
gate amount up to the present t ime , of
remittances to the Parent Society is
9542/. U. lOd. The Branch Societies
in Norfolk are now fourteen in number.
During1 the last year there have been dis-
tributed , or sold to subscribers and to the
Bible Associations 2383 Bibles , and 1320
Testaments ; and the aggregate number
issued by the Society, since its formation
is 13,340 Bibles and 6228 Testaments.
The g-eneral operations of the Parent Insti-
tution have been marked during- the last
year, 'with nevr interest and increasing*pros-
perity . Numerous Bible Societies have
been formed on the Contineut, and the Holy
Scriptures have been largely circulated
both amongst Rom an Catholics as wel l as
Protestants. In India the proceedings have
been again supported by very large dona-
tions from the British and Forei gn Bible
Society.—The British Missionaries at Se-
rampore, have now extended their labours
to twenty-fi ve lang-uages, and in twenty-
one of these the Scri ptures are in the press.
In North America and Ireland tlie cause is
Supported with vigour and effect.—-During'
the last year twenty-th ree new Auxiliary
Societies have l>een formed in Eng land and
Scotland. The whole amount of the Parent
Society *s receipts during the year ending'
March 31, 1815, was 99,8941. and the
expenditure 81,021/. besides very exten-
sive engagements not yet executed. In
the cou rse of tlie year, 126,156 Bibles and
123,776 Testaments were issued from
the Depository in London ; and the whofr
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T^HE miseries of our sufferin g bret hren
in the South of Franc e have been felt

in this countr y. The retu rn of the Bour-
bons has renewed the atrocitie s perp etrated
on the memorable day of St. Bartholeme w,
by the order of their ancestor , that horri -
ble monste r , .  Louis the Fourteenth . It is
ha rdl y credible , that persons could hare
been found capable of reviving* such a re-
ligious cry , and maki ng a difference of
opinion on fhe tenets of Chr istianit y, a
cause for spoliation of goods, tortu res and
deprivatio n of life. Amongst the crimes
imputed to Buona parte , from this at least
toe is free. No *>ne suffe red under liis
re ign on account of his reli gion : but , on
the contr ary, the road to honours and em-
ployments was equall y open to all , what -
ever might fee thei r rel igious persuasion .
Indeed, so far was he from fomentin g the
Spi ri t of persecutio n, that , wherever liis
uagles came, the gates of the Inquisition

trian congrega ti on there, all fu tur e commu-
nications to the Society are to be addressed
to Mr. Thomas Cpoke, Jun. Newport , Isle
of Wight, who has accepted the office of
Secretary, pro tempore .

The Rev. John Jo nes has issued th#
Pros pectu s of a Greek and English Lexicon ,
intended for Schools or for Individuals
leaning the Gr eek ton gue. It will com-
prehend all th e words to be found in the
wr itings of Xenophon , in th e histories of
Herodotu s and Thuc y dides , and in th e more
popular pieces of Plato and Ar istotle—in
th e Poems of Homer , Theocritus , Pindar ,
Anacreon , Bion , Moschus , Eur ipides, and
Sophocles . The Work will consi st of one
Octavo Volume, contai ning from 800 to
1000 pages closely, but disti nctl y printed ,
th ree colum ns each page , and the price not
to exceed One Guinea . Every word w ill
be fully, yet concisel y, explained ; the pr i -
mary sense will be first state d , and the se-
condary deduced fro m it by analo gy 'y au-
thorities for the meanin g will in gener al h %
specified : the constit uent parts of com-
poun d terms will be pointed out, and th a
roots of simple words , when ever it may ha
necessary towards ascertainin g- the prima ry
sense, shal l be traced to the Hebrew , Ara -
bic, Pers ian , and Shanscree t . Finall y, on#
or two synonym s will general ly be selected
from the jGrreek Lexicogra phers , and th ^
opposite term in Greek specified , as th»
most effectual means of acqui ring a prec is^
notion of the explained ter m.

were unbarre d ; and the priests lost their
power till it was restored to them by those
whom they falsel y called heretics and
doomed to everl asting perdition .

The wickedness perpetrated in Fr ance,
has excited, as it might be expected , the
Protesta nt Society for the pro tection of
reli gious liberty . This excellent society ,
it will be recollected , was formed on an
attempt made by Lord Sidmouth , advers e
to the P rotestants of England : for to the
bod y of men of which this society is com-
posed , this name peculiarl y belongs . It
is given indiscriminate ly in the present
day to that class of nominal Chris tian *
which pr otests against the authorit y of th«
Ch u rch of Rome : but of what avail is it
to pr otest against the authority of ont
church , if the Pr otesters assume an an*,
thorit y equall y repugnant to rel igious li*
berty and to Christianity . Let it be im-
pressed , and strong ly impressed

 ̂
by emurjr
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Notices.
Southern Unitarian Society.—We are

desi red to state that Mr . Fullaga r, late
Secret ar y to this Society, being about to
remove to Pal grare , in Suffolk , in order to
undertake the pastoral office in the Unita -

Bumber of copies issued by the society,
since its formation , is littl e less than
1 400,000—if to this vast amount , the Bi-
bles and Testaments v/hich have been dis-
tribu ted in Ireland , Ame rica , on the Con-
tinen t of Europe , and in India , be added ,
the estab lishment of the British and Fo-
rei gn Bible Society has al read y given rise
to the distri b ution of about two millions of
the sacre d volume.

Tri e Rep ort havin g been gone throu gh
Lord Cal thorp proposed , and the Hon.
and Rev. T. G. Noel seconded a motion for
its being adop ted and cir culate d amon g*
the member s. The Rev. Mr. Cunnin gham ,
Mr . Geldar d , jun. Mr - J. J . Gurney , Rev .
Mr . Edwar ds, Col . Bathnrst , the Rev.
Wm. King horne , and Mr. Buxton , also
several ly addressed the meeting , the busi-
ness of which concluded with an unani -
mous vote of thanks to the Lord Bishop.

It was announced at the meetings, that
the Bishop would not aga in take the
chai r ; but for no other reason than that
which the late Bishop of Durham assigned
for retiring from presiding at such pub lic
meeti igs, viz. tha t he had reached the
age of three-score years and ten !

MONTH LY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ;
OR ,

The Christian 's Survey of the Po litical World.



reader of this Retrospect upon his chil-
dren, that it is in vain in any man or body
of men to assume the name of Protestant
or Christian, unless he discards from his
I>reast the spirit of the Churc h of Rome,
aiid embraces the spirit of love, the spiri t
of Christ, the true spirit of the g'ospel of
|>eace. Th is will teach him, that an y as-
sumption to himself of civil pri vi leges, in
consequence of his belief of Christianity
in any of its modes, is a violation of hid
duty to Ch rist, is a preference of the tra-
ditions of man to the commands of God,
is countenancing* in a degree tyranny and
^persecution.

The committee of the Protestant Society
was summoned to a meeting- called for the
especial purpose of faking* into considera-
tion the case of thej ir unhappy brethren
in France, and it has published a series of
resolutions, which ought to be read in
every Protestant meeting- of this king-dom .
The princi ples of religious liberty are laid
down with firmness and precision ; the
case of the French Protestants is commi-
serated as becomes Christians ; the assist-
ance of their brethren in this country is
promised to them ; the administration is
called upon toexert itself in remonstrances
with the French government upon this
occasion ; and copies of the resolutions
are directed to be presented to the mem-
l>ers of the cabinet, and to be circulated
throughout Europe. They are not likel y
to gain admission into the French papers';
where the press is held in a state of abject
slavery : but there are others on the con-
tinent which are not completely devoted to
the cause of tyranny and irreligion. It
w ill be a consolation at least to our breth-
ren in France to know, that they have
advocates in this country . The imp ious
cruelty of Louis the Fourteenth drove
jnany of thei r ancestors to take an asylum
in this country, read ily granted by our an-
cestors. Indelible will he the disgrace
of the Bourbons, if , forgetfu l that the
best man of thei r family was a Protestant*
they should imitate the wicked conduct
of the worst man in it, and that having
received an asylum for inany years in a
Protestant country, and Laving* been re-
stored to the throne solely by Protestant
force (a very unhappy expression) tliey
should prove themselves the decided ene-
mies ot Protestants and of religious tolera-
tion.

The Protestant Society is not the only
•ne which, has taken an interest in the
cause of humanity and religion . The mi-
nisters of the Three Denominations of Dis-
senters in London and its vicinity, have
also had a very numerous meeting', and it
cannot be doubted, tbat every congrega-
tion of Protestants in this island will thus
be made acquai nted wiili the su^erings of
ttoeir brethren in France 3 and the voice
of humanity. tla u» raise3 in England, will

reach to the th rones of the allied powers,
and produce an amelioration if not ia the
hearts at least in the conduct of the perse-
cutors.

Indeed, a recent event will nave excited
an alarm in the cabinet of France. Thft
Duke of Angouleme has been in the south
of France, and in consequence of the peti-
tions of the Protestan ts, leave was g iven
for the opening* of thei r chapels at Nismes.
The very circumstance of leave "being
given for the opening* of their chapels
ought to lead into the inquiry , by whose
authority and by what arts they had been
kept shut. This inquiry, it is to be hoped,
wiJl be carried on with perseverance and
integrity, and whatever may be the sta-
tion or the rank of those who instigated
the persecution, it is right that their
names should be brough t forward, and
they should be subjected to the j ust indi g-
nation of every man of hu man ity . The
populace, which had been stim ulated to
the preceding- acts of violence, were not
easily broug h t to the new change, an<? the
General of the place called out bis troop*
for the maintenance of public order . In
the exercise of his dnty^ he was shot by
an assassin, who probably thought that
he was now doing* equal service to that
in which lie had been employed in the
massacre of the Protestants. The assassin
has, however, been secured, and it will
be seen , whether, if he is broug ht to tr ial,
he may not make some important disco-
ver ies. This cfise will not pass- unnoticed
in France, as the public is now alive to
the important subject, an d even the pa-
pers in England , which have endeavoured
as much as possible to conceal or palliate
these enormities , begin now to express ?
kind of return to Protestant feeling*. It
would be unjust , h owever, not to with-
draw from this censure the Morning
Chronicle, which, from the beginning*, ha*
advocated the cause of the Protestants ii
France, and been the means, in great mea-
sure, of exciting* the public attention . On
this account, it lias undergone the census
of another paper, conducted by a man of
talents and education, whose only aim
seem* to be to stifle the principle of relit
gion, liberty, honour and morals.

The cry of the legitimate right of th#
Bourbons to the crown of France has ex-
cited a. re-action in that country, and i»
spite of the censors of the press, the ques^
tion has been agitated by a very able pen,
A jud ge had the impudence to assert,
that kings reigned by the grace. of God,
and not by any constitution ; thus de-
stroying at once the legitimate right of
the reigning family in this kingdom to
the throne. But ho throne in Europe *
established on better principles than that
of England. The Brunswick family vva|
called to teiffd over jis, by, Ae . Ay a con-
stitutional powers, th* ' Queen', the Lord*,
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and the CommooB ; and let the Bourbons,
if thej can, produce as good a title. They
have been placed on their throne by the
bayonets of foreigners 5 and it is by no
means clear that they will be able, with-
out this aid , to maintain themselves upon
it^ Where is their legitimate right ? On
what is it founded ? If they appeal to
birth , then we come to a time when this
plea will not avail them : for there was a
reigning- family before theirs which they
superseded . If the grace of God means
the actual possession of the crow a, then
the right of Buonaparte was as good as
theirs, for it had the consent of the people,
#nd the acknowledgment of the sovereigns
of Europe, wl,io afterwards leagued against
lira. But the French use a word as a
party cry, which they do not understand ,
nor are they aware, perhaps, of the occa-
sion on which the te rm was fi rst intro-
duced . We find the expression, in Livy,
•who makes this remark on the death of
Servius , Tullius:— " Caiterum id ouoque
ad gloriam accessit, quod cum illo simul
justa ac legitima regna oecideruut. 7' His
glory was increased by this circumstance,
that with him perished ju st and legitimate
g-overnment. On the accession of Tarquin
to the throne, the same author observes :—
w *  |\J Ann A iln 1 rvt *~i r\ -1 »i r* **/**. *v* »-k * *¦* +-* * -̂*. *-<¦ * '•*-*. vw * »-* «^v-^*4 Neque enim ad jus regni quicquam p ras-
ter vim habebat : ut qui neque populi
jussu, neque auctoribus Patribus regna-
rit ." He could claim no- other right to
the throne than th at of force, for he was
not called to it either by the order of the
people or by the votes of the Senate. The
advocates of the Bourbons tread 011 tender
ground, when they talk of legitimate
right: and it becomes Englishmen to un-
derstand their own constitution better than
to permit a doctrine to pass unnoticed,
which is a direct attack on the right which
pur sovereign has to his crown .

Treason is another subject that occu-
pies the attention of the French, not con-
sidering that, by their own confession, they
are a nation of traitors. Parties have suc-
ceeded each other so rapidly, that the
bul k of the nation is in the list of traito rs,
according to the decision of their legiti-
mate governments , Louis the Eighteenth
*as ior a long time a proscribed person3
•s were the greater part of the people
now around him ; and the government
which proscribed him was acknowledged
ty be legitimate by the powers around
him. But this wretched nation is doomed
to atone for its former va in boastings ; to
be degraded beyond measure 5 to drink
Jo the rery dregs of the cup of infamy.
Infatuated men , instead of thanking God
¦or a restoration to their country, are filled
Y?rtU ideas of vengeance 5 and they, whose
^government was the chief cause of the
retu rn of Buonaparte

^ 
insult reason and

Jmmanity by thei r opposition to tfre return
•f P«huj* aad social order. One of these

misguided men proponed the plem o£ an
amnesty with certain exceptions ; and these
exceptions included about fifteen hundreU
thousand persons ! All the despotism of
Robesp ierre is restored, and at this mo-
ment, there are, probably, more person*
under arrest and in prison , than were un-
der confinement during' the whole reign
of Bu onaparte. In what manner the pri-
soners are to be disposed oî  time will
shew : but every tiling- tends to the wretch-
ed prospect of Europe being a witness to
more horrors in that country . Let us hope
that the experience of the past will leave
the tigers to worry and devour each other.

1 he trial of one of the marshals excite*
a great sensation. He was sent before '*
military tribunal , which after various ex-
aminations declared themselves to be in-
competent to j ud ge the cause. It remained
for the peers to do th is business for their
brother peer, and they were addressed by
one of the ministers upon this occasion in
a speech , which would in our House of
Lords, have been considered as an insult
to every member. But these people do
not seem to have the least idea of what
belono-s either to the deliberative or the
judicial power. In their deba/o^ ; o ifo-
sion reigns, they cannot ente r i.-r; '*e
views of a dignified opposition , they L^ve.
no respect for each other. The trial of
Ney will try their House of Peers. They
are to sit in j udgment on life and death,
and we very much fear, th at they have*like one of our newspapers , prejudged
the case, and are incapable of listening* to
those arguments which in this country
would be attended to fioin the meanest
individual .

The articles of peace between France
and this country arc arrived , but not
promulgated . The terms are generally
surmised to be, the payment of a consi-
derable sum to the allied powers, the sur-
render of a line of fortresses to be held by
them till it is paid , and the payment o£
debts due to this country. But France is
permitted to hold all the acquisitions made
by the ty rant Louis the Fourteenth. The
allied troops that remain ^ will, it is sup-
posed, be tinder the command of the Duk$
of Wellington, but they who return to their
own country will carry back wi th them
new principles, that may render indispen-
sable better conduct on the part of the
governors. In America the French ac-̂
quired those firs t ideas of liberty which
they have so much abused . We shall see,
whether the cabinets of Europe have been
made wiser by the calamities of th is last
revolution : whether they have learned^that when supreme power is confided to
any one, the abuse of it inevitably J>ringr«
up on the tyrant or bis descendants merited
punishment.

The dispute between the king of WU*-
temberg and his states is not settled. Tk«
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peop le there do not acquiesce in the doc-
trine , that princes rei gn by the grace of
God and are supe rior to the consti tution .
They are firm in tlieir resistance to the
prince , and dete rmined that he shall be
limited by a constitution , and this consti -
tution is to be framed by mutual consent .
There is every reason to believe, that they
will succeed , and that throug hout Ger -
many in general the condition of the peo-
ple will be meliorated.

Spai n continues to fill its pr isons with
the defenders of the country . It is said
to have met with success in Peru , but the
northern part of its provinces still remains
in a state that promises the hope of thei r
independence. The king dom of Nap les
has witnessed the execution of its pre ced-

The Geneva Catechism ; entitled Cate-
chism or Instruction on the Chris tian Re-
ligion. Pre pared by the Pastors of Ge-
nera , for the Use of the Swiss and French
Protestant Churches. Translated from
a new French ed ition , 1814. JL2mo. 4s . 6d.
board s .

The Counsel of a Deceased Christian
Pastor to his Flock : a Sermon , preached
at the New Meeti ng-house in Bir mingham ,
August the 6tli , 1815, by John Kentish : on
occasio n of the death of Joshua Toulmin ,
D-D. together wi th the Addr ess at the
Interment.

A Tour throu ghout the whole of France ;
or , New Topograp hical and Historical
Sketch of all its most important and inte -
resting Cities , Towns , Forts , Castles , Pal -
aces, Islands , Harbou rs, Br idges, Rivers ,
Anti quiti es, &c. &c. inters persed with
curious and illustrati ve Anecdotes of the
Manne rs , Cu stoms , Dress 3 &c. of the In-
habitants . By John Barnes . Embellished
with Copper -plates .

CORRESPONDENCE.

In our next Number , which will conclude the Volume, we hope to give a Memoir of
the late Re^. S. Cary , of Boston 5 compiled chiefl y from the Funeral Sermon preac hed
At Essex Street by the Rev . T. Belsham , which has been kindl y scut to us th roug h th«
bands of Mrs. Cary.

The communications of Credo and V- M. H. on the state of man after death , of E. on
the Marriage Ceremony , of A.  A. on Mr. Gilchrisfs Sermon , and of other corre spond-
ents, which are likely to provoke discussion , must be reserved for the nex t Volume.

The great press of Miscellaneous Qomnminications has, we regret to find , made it im-
possible for the Printe r to brin g-into this Number some articles promised in our last. I*
the next Number we hope to fulfil our pr omise and to mak e the Volume Complete .

Somo mistakes in the Unitarian Fund List of Subscribe r* will be corrected ia ajir acxt.

ing1 king-, who was taken soon after his
landing* to resum e his former dominion
and after a shor t trial befor e a milita ry
tribunal , was sentenced to be shot. Na-
ples, it may be observed , was much in-
debted to this prince for a much b ett er
government than it ever " enj oyed or is
likel y to enjoy under a Bourb on.

The account of the deposition of the
kin g- of Ceylon by our troops is arriv ed
and wi th it a histor y of the degradi ng- con-
descension of the Englishmen in power
walkiH g* in procession to an idolatr ous
temple, to which one of the abominati ons
of that island was conveyed with grea t
solemnity. Not to interfe re with the re-
ligion of a country is one thin g—to jo in
ia its idolatry is another .

A Reply to Popular Objections against
TJni tarianism : a Sermon preached at Bris -
tol , on Wednesda y, June 21, 1815, before
the Western Unitarian Society. By W. J .
Fox . 12mo.

A Sermon on Free Inquir y in Matters of
Reli gion . By W. J . Fox . 12mo.

The Moral Tend encies of Knowled ge,
a Lecture , by Thomas Williams. 8vo. 2s.

irlornin g Medit ations for every Lo rd' s
Bay in the Year. To which are added ,
Twelve Sacr amental Meditation s. By
Josiah Townsend , Minister of the Gospel.
12mo. 2s.

The Fath er Alone the Christian 's God.
A Sermon . By Joseph Jevaris . 12mo. 3d.

Time's Telescope for 1816 ; being a
Complete Guide to the Almanack. 9s.
extra boards .

A Catalo gue of Books in various Lan
guages and Classes of Literature , inclu d
ing- One Thou sand Articles , ancient , cu-
rious and rar e, by James Rusher , Readi ng
8vo . 2s. 6d.
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