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HIS TORY AND BIOG RAPHY.
Some Account of Dr. JBa lthasar JBek ker

and of the Menn onite Bap t ists.
[We have received the following

valu able communication fro m a vene-
rabl e forei gn correspondent. The
reader will have the good ness to bear
in mind that English is not the w riter 's
nat ive language. We have taken some
pain s to give names and titles of books
corre ctJ y ;  but we may hav e fallen
into some errors , which , should any
of our readers discover , we shall be
happ y to correct. A frien d int o whose
hands the M.S. fel]* has added a few
notes. Ed.]

Olden barn eveld,
State of New York, America*Sir , Ma rch 4th 9 181 7.

IN a letter of August 26, 1816, con-
taining an extract from Robert

Robinson *s Wo rks , by Flower , Vol . I.
p. 79, in your Reposi tor y, October ,
1816, p. 594, is desired some farther
informati on about Dr. ' Bekker and
the Mennonite Baptists . I shall be
gratifi ed if , the little which I can
communicate on these subjects is ac-
ceptable . . r

Balth asar Bekker , D.D ., was a
minister of the Reformed Christian
Church at Amster dam , and possessed
of a vast eru dition and an unda unted
spiri t, and made the best use of his
talents , in every way, to enli ghten
his fellow-christians. His task was
the mare arduou s, an d its execution
th e more darin g, as the prejudices
of his contempor aries were strong,
and the belief in witchcraft and sor-
cery wa3 deep- root ed in the minds
of the vul gar , learned and unlearn ed ,
in the latter part of the seventeenth
centj ury.

He pub lished a worl f on comets , on
occasion of the app earanc e of that in
1680 an d 1681 , about the same time
in which P. Bay le published his Pen-
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stes sur la ComHe. * He defended the
system of Descartes in a trea tise, De
Philosop hia Curtesiana Admoniti o, and.
thoug h little was yet wantin g to entitle
him to the name of a Natura list—an
Atheist , he ventured on the bold step
of driving the devil from his long
usurped emp ire in this world. He
exposed his rich arm ory in his En *
chanted World, a work of great learn-
ing and ingenuity , which , althou gh
its manner was con fused , and its lan-
gua ge uoharmon ious , th rows much
light on this subject , and antici pated
many of H. Farmer 's prin cipal argu -
ments.

A host of antagon ists rose against
him , among whom the foremost were
Jo. Way en, JPetr. Mas trick t, Melch *
Leydekher 9 1 Jo. Marcky Ever. Vanden
Hooaht. Menr. Groeneweaen . Simon de
VrieS y P. Hu lsiny and Petr. Poi ret. %
Not one dared to approve his doctrin e
before Chr. Thoina Snis, not one dur -
ing his life, so afrai d were clergymen
and laymen to incur the devil ' s dis-
pleasure. See Fred * Spanheim Elench *Controv . p. 673. Weisman . Hist. Ecc les.

* There is an Eng lish transl ation of
Bay le 's Work , ent i t led  u Miscellan eous
Reflections , occasioned by the late Comet ,
which appeare d in December 1680, chiefl y
tending" to exp lode popular superstitions 5
written to a Docto r of the Sorbonne. " 8vo.
1708.

f  Pro fessor of Divinity at Utrecht , who
died in 1721 , aged 69.

£ Who died at Rhinesb erg', in Ho lland ,
in 1719, aged 73. He had , by his int er-
course with M adam Bouri g-non , become a
zealous M ystic . The first of the six publi -
cations , attr ibuted to th is learned divine , was
in Latin , and entitled Rational Thoug hts
on God , the Soul and Evil .  The last was
aw editio n of M adam Bouri g-non 's Works ,
in 19 vols. 8vo ., with her Li fe, and several
pieces, by Madam Gu yon. See Nov. Diet ,
Hist. Par is, 1772, Article , Poiret . %



sec. xvii. p. 95£, 3- Buddei Isag. p,
281, and tartl y, Sum. Mw&mm Comp,
Th 9 Dognutt. |>. 192, wdi deserving
an English trans lation.

Often had Dr. Bekker been perse-
cuted by his brethren , bu t without
success, though their inveterate malice
was not assuaged . They laid only on
their oars , well pers uaded that Ms ar-
den t lofty mind ere long would pro-
cure them a new handle, by which
they might cut down this tree , if they
could not destroy it , root s and all.
They succeeded , when he published
his Ench anted World , so far , that be
was removed from the ministry, or
rather suspended ; he was not per-
mitted to prea ch, but fee continue d to
wear his clerical garment s, occi>pied
his seat in the minister's pew * and re-
ceived, (as iu our days, the Rev. 
Dumnu at Berlin,) his salary throug h
the Magist rac y oi Amsterd am, not
priest-rid den enoug h to be intimi dated
by the vociferations of embittered
clergymen. I suppose the admirers
of H. Farmer cannot be displeased to
thro w here a glance on the princi pal
works pub lished on this subject , before
and since that per iod.

J ac. B&mage* Antiq. Jud. vol. IL
chap. 8.

J . Le Clerc, BibL Chois . torn . XIH .
p. £ 1Q.

The Doctrine ofDwib, Load. 1676, *
and upon this treat ise Des Maizeaux,
in wot. ad Epist . P . Say lii, tooa. II.
p. 4&S.

Benj. <de Oaillon, Exauaeu d<e 1'op-
pression des Refor mes en Fra nce.

* " The Doctrine of Devils prov ed to be
the grand Apostacy of these later Times .
A n Essay tending 1 to rectif y those undue No-
tions and Apprehensions Men }iave about
J3sctn<j ns and Evil Spirits *" 12mo. The
anonymous aut hor appears to have been a
member of Xhe Church of Eng lan d , from
some unfriend l y expressions respecti ng- •&£
Nonconformists. He speaks wit h great
disapprobati on of Socinia ps, and teatously
ad vocates the Godhead of Christ , yet re-
j ^a rdittg* a 

belief 
in 

diabolic al agency,
expres sed by admi tt ing1 the realit y of pos -
sessions, and of the temptation as the
greatest of Heresies. To thi s wor k Baay be
added oj i^, which this Aut hor defended ,
^bQti^Jted u The Questj iajn of Witchcraft de>
I^tad, 01 a X>i!ftc«>urfi e ̂ ain ^t *heir Opiuiou
£h»t aftnn Witch iB*." 12mo. im% hy
Wa^staff. ^e Moii. Bepes. V«[.fii54,^17
and 649.

Apist. 1687, in l^mo., and ^ip^o this
p^rfoiroanc^, J . Le Gi&iL &ibl. H ist.
Univ. totn . VII. p. 339.

J5. Daillon , Dfemon ologia, or aTrea -
trseon Spirits. Lond. 172S, 8vo.

Jo. Camp. Stede, Diss. Philos. de
An^elis, Gron ingae, 177,̂ .

J a<e. Ode, Comra. de A«gelis, Traj.
ad. Rheti., 1739» 4to, witb several
others mention ed in Sam . Mursinna ^
Corap. Th. Dograat. p. 137-

I subjoin the contents of the books
and chapters of Dr. Bekker 's volu-
minous wor k. It appeared under the
following title :—

Ench anted World : being a thorou gh
inquiry into the common opinion , with
regard to Spirit3, their natu re and
power , gover nment and action : as
also into what men by their energy
and communion may operate ; in four
books, by Baltha sar Bekker , D. D.,
and minister in the Reformed Christian
Churc h at Amsterdam , by Dan . Van -
der Dalla, 1691, in 4to. It has been
translated into German and Frenc h. *

First Book—In which the senti-
ments an d opinions , which all nations
have at any time embraced of God and
Spirits , or yet embrace, are developed.

Dedication, Preface —Explainin g" his
motives of writing and the nat ure of
his wor k, and mentioning a curious ,
though not a singular example of ec-
clesiastical decisions : viz. that one of
bis works , on the Catec hism, was in
Friesland condemned unanimou sly, al-
though not one of two hundred clergy -
men could give a reason why'it was
condemned , and afterw ards agai n
unanimousl y  twice approved , without
any alteratio n hav ing been made with
regard to conteste d points of .doctri ne, t

• The French translatio n, from the
Dutch original , was made under the Au-
thor 's iospectiioD, and published in 169*,
at Amsterdam , with the ti tle of' Le Mond e
Enc hant6 , &c. iu 4 vob. 12ma. The
Author 's portrai t is prefixed to the first
volume. Bach volume has a dedication ,
with the signatu re , Balthestzr-Rekker, appa-
rently an autograp h. Before the firs t hook
is an abrid gment of the wfoole work . See
He kf ce tj in the catalogue of pri nted books ,
Brittek MFuseitm. This French tra nslation,
or , at least , the firs t volume , including' the
abridgment , was render ed into Ertg -tisb,
and published in tt ttKt, mwJer the*trlie of
The iVorid Bewitched, &,& >lT2mo.
t Bekker add *, " Thie has ooii&Hntt ]
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Firs t Cbapter. Introd uction .—Im-
portan ce of the subject j its necessity
and usefulness.

3. ^entim eats of the Heathens , from
Greek and' Roman Authors.

8. Origin of Divinations.
4>. Orig in of W itchcratffc ,
5. O® similar Artifices by the Na-

tions of Heath ens in our time.
6. Remains of Ethnicism in the

North of Euro pe.
7. Remains of Ethnieis m in Asia.
8. On Witchcraft .
9. Manners and Prej udices of the

Afri cans congenial with these.
10. A merica and West Indies ; South

and North America .
11* Comparison of the Senti ments

and Solemn Rites of numerous Heathen
Nations *12. ICxanai*iaii6n of the Sentiments
of fbe Jews.

1&. On Witchcr aft.
14. Opinions of the Mahomme dans.
15. The first Chr istians adopted

very soon man y opinions of the Hear
tfcen s.

16. Witchcraft , how jfer counte-
nanced ^ven by the Orthodox.

17. Compari son of the Doctrine and
Opinions of Jews, Mahomme dans and
Christ ians.

IS .  The opinion of the Manicheans
is a mixture of all th ese, and the spring
ef the opinions of the day .

19. The Pap ists br ought all these
in unison , amending and stre ngthen -
ing them.

20. Thei r doctrine on Apparitions
©f Spiij its, and how they torm ent
Man kind.

21. Applications of Remedies.
£2. Protest ants ; Slight Modifica-

tion .
23. Compar ison betw een the opi-

Aion of Pap ists and Protestants.
- 24. Wh y the Pr otestants at tribute
such great power to the Devil. (An
inte resting chapter .)

Book LI. J n which there is an In-
quiry into the Doctr ine of Spirits ;
their Power and Influence , pavticu-
tottfy tha t of the Devil, from Reason
wnd Scritotu rc .
UH) in the persuasion , that a true Christian ,
•Speciall y a Doctor of Divinity , oug ht
gtounded ly himself to inqui re i nto things ,
witho ut resting- upon the ju dgmen t of
other s  ̂

that he may obtai n a full certa inty
<tf tiie objoet of fe'is faith and the matter
•* his precepts*" The World Jf awitckett.

Preface—Chap - 1. State of the ques-
tion j  how far Reason or Scripture
must have the preceden ce ; and in
what sense the wor ds Sp irit and Body
are to be .understood .

2. The .knowledge of our Soul and
Body lead s* *&$ to the knowled ge of
God, whose perfections prove , that he
is but one.

8. No plausible reaso n for the ex-
istence of. Daemons, Demi-Gods , or
inferior Deities.

4. Existence of Spirits ar gued from
the Human Soul ; its Immo rtalit y.

5. Argume nt s from Reason.
6. Angels' existence , not demon-

strable out of the Scri ptures.
7. No mention in the Scri ptu res of

the nature and ori gin of Angels.
8. The ori gin of Evil Spirits and

their state in the Scri pture s.
9. 10. On the Attri butes and Ope-

rations given in the Scriptures to
Angels.

11. Thei r ranks not distinctl y stated.
12. Of their influence on human

Actions, pr inci pall y of the good An-
gels.

13. History of the Intercourse of
feigned Angels with Abraha m and
Lot.

14. Consideration of the Presence of
Angels at the Sinaitic .Legislat ion, and
the conducting the Israe lites thr ough
the Wilderness.

1£. Guardian Angels of Men or
Nat ions, not mention ed in the Scri p-
tures.

1(5, 17 and 18. What is understood
by Sata n or Devil in the Scriptures.

19. Examination wheth er the story
of the Fall , Gen. iii. (interesting and
ingenious discussionJ * is an A llegory ,

20. Temptat ion of J esus Christ in
the Wilderness , a Vision , confirmed
from H08- i. 2—8.

21 . 1 Chnm. xxi. 1, cornp. with
2 Sam. xxiv. 1.

$2 Jude 's Ep. ver. 9% the Devil's
Str uggle with Michael.

23. < ) f Sooth-say ing Spirits , itr the
Scri ptu res.

24. If Job or Pau l were tormented
by tjhe IVe v ii.

25. o>to Sehedia* »rw Shenmu .

2& Men , possessed by Doemoit*^
were subj ected to seve ral dfeesfres ,
StUf JUCVV $<X&f J *Q Vl£,£'lV , £ctl *f A < Wt%Of / >€ VOl0
(This chapt er -w an excdieiyt per *
formairce. ) «,

W. Con tiro uatioa of the Street -
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how Jesus adapted his Discourses to
his hearers, without intending to in-
struct them in wordly knowledge, or
remove their innocent prejudices; what
he taught of himsel f, that he was a
man, sent from God, mentioning not
even a Word of Atonemej afef Election,
Hereditary Sin, &c. (John, ix. 2,3, on
the hypothesis oft he {JsBTey .̂ /V^oucriz,)
not even of his ownperson , Luke xxiv.
19-; not of the existence of Angels,
Acts xxiii. 8 ; Matt. xii. 27, comp.
with x. £5; not of our Planetary Sys-
tem, Matt. v. 44.

28, 29. Examination of different
Passages of the Scri ptures of the Ex-
pulsion of Daemons by Jesus, of Matt,
xvii. 14—21. Mark ix. 17—29. JLuke
ix. 37—43.

SO. Passages of the Scri ptures ap-
plied to the Devil, to be explained of
bad men.

31. The Devil has no power to
make Apparitions, or to appear in
dreams.

32, S3. Fresh prooft of the annihila-
tion of the mastership and power of
the Devil and his imaginary realm.

34 and 35. Conclusion. It is re-
pugnant with the Christian Creed. It
is injurious to real Piety.

Additional Remark.
Book III. Continuation of the Sub-

ject.
Preface—R elating- the Persecutions

against the Doctor for the two pre-
ceding volumes.

Chap. l. Necessity of an accurate
understanding of the words and defi -
nitions, to agree on the point in ques-
tion.

2. Intercou rse with Spiri ts, princi-
pally bad, is repugnant to reason.

3. So too any compact of Sorceyers
with them } Proofs and A rguments
of Glanville and Danaeus examined ;
those' of Hornman, Carpzovius, Re-
migius.

4—7- Examination of passages of
the Scri ptures with regard to Sor-
cerers.

8 an d 9. Jewish Laws relating to
them.

10 and 11. Warnings against Sor-
cery and Witchcraft in the Scriptures.

18. The possi bility of such an in-
tercourse is contradictory to God 's
intentions to save Man.

13— 16. Further examination of
passages in the Scriptures.

17. In what consists the misch ief of
prete nded * Sorcerers , and why they

are reprobated in the Scriptures, and
on what groun d punished by civil
laws.

IS. Whether the Devil ha-ve power
to perp lex the mind of a good Man .

19. Conclusion ; R. Scot ; his
Works hurned in .England , answered
by the King ; * G. Voetius' Positions
examined .

20. The common prejudice is con-
trary to the doctrine of the Reformed
Church and its Formularies.

21. It is contrary to Piety.
22. It is a mere Fiction.
23. The refu tation of Errors pro-

motes Piety .
Book IV. Examination of the Proofs

fro m experience.
P ref ace—Chap. 1. Evidences of

Man 's own Experience; its Requisites,
without prejudice, wit hout terror.

2. It requires to be well acquainted
wi th the Laws of Nature and their
limits.

3. Distinction between Realities and
Phantoms.

4. Attention paid, whether no Art
or Artifices could have been em-
ploy ed.

5. Besides above-mentioned Requi-
sites, oth er means, opportunity, dili-
gence are required .

6. Examination of Possessed and
Bewitched.

7. Examination of Sir Wm. Tem-
ple's accoun t of a Story related to him
by Count Mauritz , of Nassau, in his
Mem. Tom. II. f

* This fir st Work , pub lished in the
En g lish langua ge , against the common
notions of diabolical agency , was printed
in 1584, in black letter , 4to ., and entitled
The Diseoverie of Witchcraft, &c; to
which is added , iC A Treatis e upon the
nature of Spirits and Divels , &c , all lately
writte n by Reg inald Scot , Esq." This
was r eprinted with addition s and some va-
riation in the title- page , in 1665, folio . See
Scot Reyn olde, in the catalo gue of pr inte d
books , British Museum. Reginald Scot
was a gentleman of Kent , who had been
educated at Oxford , and of who m Wood
gi ves some account. He died in 1599.
Kin g* James wrote against him in his De-
monology, fi rst p rinted at Edinburg h in
1597 . See . A th e n. Oxon. I. 257 . Voetius ,
JJis p ut. Theolog. III . 564, says tha t his
book was burned . On this circum stance
Wood is silen t.

t " Mem oires , &c , from 1672 to 1679."
1692, 8vo ., p. 57, or Locke 's Essay , B. II .
Ch . xxvii ..  S. 8. Thi s is the story of the
Parrot supposed to be possessed.
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8. Persons, who believe themselves
Possessed, or are reputed so, are sus -
picious evidences.

Q and 10. Examination of two par-
ticular even ts, both of pretended
W itchcra ft , at Fraueker, in Frieslan d,
and Campen , in Oieryssel.

11 Examination of the case of Ur-
bain Grandier and the Ursulines at
JLoudun , in France. *

12. Precautions in jud g ing* on Facts,
attributed to Witchcraft or the Devil.

13. A pplica tion of these warnings
to pretended Facts, menti oned in the
first book, with rel a tion to the Hea-
thens.

14. 1 he same with regard to modern
Heathen Nations.

15. To Jews and Mahommedans.
16. To Roman Catholics.
17. To Protestants ; Drinkin g Horn

of the Counts of Oldenburg ; H orn in
the possession of the King of Denmark,
with its engraving1.

18. Observations on the Northern
Nations in Europe ; Magicians ; un-
guentmnarmariii/m, &c.

] Q and 20. Isabella Hamelensis, f
another mentioned in Systh. Hist .
Chron, Ecclesiarum Sclavoriicarum,
by Adr. Regenvolcius, Ult raj. 1652 ;
examine another, said to have hap-
pened in Bolswaerd , Friesland.

21 and 22. The vexing Devil of
Mascori, % in France, from Perraud's

* U rbain Grandier , Cure of Loudun ,
where he was burnt , Au g. 18, 1634, with
circumstances i>f great cruelty , under a
char ge of Ma gic, but reaJ ly on account of
an oiience *riven to Richelieu. There was
published a full account of the intrigues
against Grandier , which ended so tra g i-
call y. See u d uels Effets de la Ven -
geance du Cardinal Richelieu , ou H istoire
des Diables De Loudun , De la Possession
des Reli gieuses l^ rsuliues , et de la condem -
natio n et du sup lice D ^J rba in Grandier ,
Cur6 de la m6me Ville. " 12mo. Amst.
1716. A lar g e account of Cl randier was
given a "fe w yea rs since in the Looker- On .

•f- The stor y of the p ied-coated pi per of
Hain elen , in Bruns wick , who was said to
hav e decoyed , by his pi pe , and miracu -
lousl y destroyed , 130 childre n, the 22d
J ul y, 1376, as the date was p reserved in
th e records of that town , acco rding* to
Verstega rCs Restitution , &c , 8vo ., 1653,
P. 69. Howel l has repeated the story in
bis Lett e rs , 11th Ed. p 287. Dr. 11. More ,
On Atheism , credited this story .

X Th,e Devil of M ascon, &.c, was trans ,
toted from the French by Dr. Du Moulin,

Demonologia ; that of Ted word, in
England, from Glanvilie and More ;
that of Anneberg, in Saxony ; and
another in Swi tzerland.

23 On the Divinatory Rod, to dis-
cover M ines , Spri ngs, Murderers ;
Vallemont, l.a Ph ysi que Occulte.

24—26. Judic ial Proceedings no
solid proofs for the existence of Sor-
cerers and Witches.

27. Continuation of the Suhject ;
Judicial Proceedings in the Nether-
lands against Witchcraft about the
Reformation ; Cruelty.

28. In Denmark.
2Q In Sweden.
30. Examination of the discovered

W itchcraft in England, Nov. 1689. *
William Spicer and Mary Hill.

31 and 32. Examination of Judicial
Proceedings in Harlingen, in Fries-
land.

33. Conclusion ; there do not exist
in the world Apparitions or W itch-
craft .

34. Superi ntendents in Churches,
Schools an d all Magist rates, oug ht to
oppose all such erroneous opinions and
practices.

35. Peroration , 1 Tim. iv. 7.
Jt is not strictl y correct, though

true in pa rt, that the Mennonite Bap -
tists are Uni ta rians, with the addition
of an austere discipline in the ch urch.
The best knowledge of their numerous
congregations and various divisions
may be collected, besides what is re-
corded by Jablmishi , and his continu-
atoi\ Z>. Stosch, D. D. in Hist. Christ.
EccLes. torn. II .  ancj III.  sec. xviii.
lect. xiii. p. 400, and may be gath ered
fro m a concise but accurate account of
the Libera l Baptists , in the Encyclo-
p edia of Yverdun, from H. Schyn Hist.
Mennon itarum , in three vols. 8vo. if
m y memory does not deceive me.

and published at Oxford , 1669, 12mo. Sec
Birch ' s Lite of Boy le , 8vo p. 202 . There
is some account of the Devil of Mascon in
Mon. Kepos IX. 114, &c .

* It app ears that on Nov . 29, 1689f
Bekker received a hoo k from England ,
entitl ed " A Rela t ion of the Discovery of
some lVitchcrafts.y > This he immediatel y
trans late d into Dutch , " adding : some re-
mark s fit to open the eyes of the reader ,
by discoverin g- the grounds on which such
re lations are Jaid ; that he might not thereb y
be in danger of being* confirmed in the
vul gar error. *' Preface to World Be-
witched. Vol. I.

Some Account of Dr. Balthasa r Bekker and of the Mennonite Bap tists. 455



The two princi pal and most nume-
rous divisions ar e, 1. tiuit, which I shall
designate as rigid, calling themselves
Mennonists . They hav e numerous
congregations in the north part of
Holland, Friesland , Groningen , and a
seminary of learning at Amsterdam ,
for the education of students for the
ministry. Their first Professor was
J ac. tlysdych, his successor Petr.
Sehmid , as late as 1788. They are
generall y ri gid Calvinists , and in har-
mony with the most zealous Orth odox
in the Reformed Churches. Tiae nam e
of their princi pal meeting-house is de-
signated by the nam e oi the Stm9 bor-
rowed probabl y f rom a buiidi ng in the
vicinity. 2. The other seetioa , which
I shall call liberal* in opposition to
them, are known general ly as Baptists ,
approving the tenets , defended gene-
rall y by the congregation s of De Tarea ,
(turris tj  an edifice in its neighbour-
hood, and het lam (lambj, a name of
a bre wery next to it. They have wo
creeds* no fo rmularie s whatever, and
are numerou s ia the princ ipal cities
of Sud-Hollan d, Friesland, Utrecht.
Thei r members are chiefly Unitarians ,
as well as thei r ministers , thou gh man y
have adopte d the Ariao hypoth esis -y
many the system of Dr. Sw Clarke ;
and often m the same eengvegfttions
opposite tenets are defended, with a
Chri stian spirit , without a shadow of
rancour. Man y eminen tly learned
man have appeared amon g them : Jo *
Hins tray A liard ff idska ^i, Nic de Vries ;
and before them Galenns Ahrc& ams.*
Thei r seminary at Amsterd am flou-
rished under the care of JTierk Nieuwen-
hujfS y siaee 173^>, Heere Ootterbamii
aad Hesselmk, and was endowed with
a splendid appa rat us for Experiment *!
Philosophy, in which their Profes sor
every week gave lectures to his stu-
dents , as well as in Theology, who, be-
sictes this , were benefit ed by the lectur es

* " 1677, 8tti Month , A mste rdam .—We
had a meeting- with Galen ns Abrahams *(t he
great fA tiler of the Socinian Menniste in
fftese par ts ,) accom panied with several
p reachers and others of his cougreg -ation :
clivers of our friends were also p resent.
Ft cont inued about f ive hours . He affi rmed ,
hi opposition to~ us, that * th ere was no
Christian church , ministr y or commission
apostolical , now in the world. * But the
tord assiste d us with his wisdom and
strengt h to confound his attempts ." Ww.
Penn's Travails , 12mo, 1094, p. Z£3.

of the Professors of the Athenaeu **,
and the seminary of the Remonstra nts.
They had , in the latter par t of the 18th
centur y, five minister * at A msterda m,
four at Haerlem , two at .Leyden , th ree
at Rotterdam , and one at Dordrecht :
a corres pondence between them , and
man y are men of first rate abilities in
Amsterdam , and some of their Unit a-
rian bret hren in London , would be
mutually beneficial , and by this means
a complete histor v of the state of U ni-
tari aiii^m m I hat country might be
easily obtainable : would to G. od, that
these few rough and incorrect linea-
ments ^ might bring about such a de-
siga. I, in my humble stat ion, should
then deem myself to have, in this re-
spect , deserved well of a goad causa.

F. A. V. K.
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[Concluded f voth p. &87.]

IN 1745, a very fotnenidabie rebeHion
was raised in favour of the Pre-

tender , and the Dissenters again distin -
guished themselves by their exertions in
aid ©f the government , On tfeis, as on a
former occasion, an aot was passed to
exempt them from the penalties of th«
Test Ai?t, which they had incur red by
assistin g" the government in euppress-
i»g the rebellion , bat their exertions
in suppres sing both this and the former
rebefliiiH ) , ha-ve not had the e&eet of
inducm g the gover nment to repe al
th «t kHq«i*ous law , whieh still re-
in aims a disgrace to the statute-book
of this country. . These were the only
public events relating to the Dissenters
in the reign of G«orge II. In their
more private history also, there "was
l i t tle durin g th is reign to excite much
attention . The j aainds of that par t
w^ho' went fey the nam e of Presfoy te-
rian« r were indeed pre parin g for the
great oha«ge s whi<^h have taken place
durin g the present r eigTH but it was
in a silent and unobserved manner.
Arfa n ©pin ions spre ad to- a great ex-
tent among them , and some few of
their ministers- began*to embra ce, what
are now genera lly called Unitaria n
sentiment s, t)ie belief in the sunpte
humanit y of Chfiet, but these as yet
scarcel y any where openly avowed
tfi^eir opinion s. A«eiong the Ariail
ministers Of tht * per iod, Dr. Sani«el
ChBmdier an 1̂ 3M^. Bourne, of ;Bir-
mtngham, are paititufar ty de^crdrrg :
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of notice TWo very remarkable at-
tempts wer e made to restrai n the pro -
gress of Arian sentiments among the
Dissenters. One of thei r ministers at
Nottingham refused to receive one of
the members of his congreg ation to
communion, because he woul d not
declare his belief in the personal deity
of Christ. At Kidde rminster , a mem-
ber of the congregation presente d to
Mr. Statham, who had been invited
to be their ministe r, three articles , on
the doctrines of the Trinity, Ori ginal
Sia, and the Aton ement , expressed in
the strongest terms of Cal vinisra , and
require d Mr. Stat ham t.o sign them,
as the condition of his being chos&i
the minister of that chapel . Mr.
Bourne , the minister at Birmin gham ,
wrote two let ters concern ing this
transaction to anot her member of the
congrega tion at Kidde rmins ter. In
the first , written before he had seen
the artic les* he strong ly, but very
justly, reprobates the imposing of any
artic les upon 'minist ers of the gospel.
" What ," says the indi gnant writer ,
" must a man be made a slave to arti -
cles and creeds, and perhaps a hypo-
crite , by subscr ibing to arti cles, which
he does not believe, before he is fit to
pre ach the gospeJ ? Must one man
thus make another his father and
master in religion in opposition to the
express command of Jesus ? The only
proper sphere for the activity of these
intp osers of art icles is the spiritual
courts , especially that of the inqftitsi -
tion, wiiose conduct can be justified
on any princi ples, on which these
imposero can justify theirs. The ig-
norane eof the man 's ̂ onduefc vies with
his insolence. By it, he gives up the
main principle of Dissent, .of Protest -
anti&m ^nd of Christianity , the right
of priv ate judgment and the sufficiency
of the Script ures in matter s t>f ifaitfcu "
In the second letter , Mr . Bourae, wb©
had then seen the articles , not only
repeats his severe rebukes against sfll
attempt s to impose human , twseriffr -
toral articl es upon the consciences of
w»e«t but brings forward maaay plain
ar gu meats to shew from the Scriptures
the falsity of three partic ular arti cles,
**nd especia lly of the doctri ae t»f the
Tr inity- " If,1' «aye he, " J e»ue be in
<w*y intelligible ̂genae, and to his whole
person the Son of God, he ^cannot fee
thewjune (Jod with tiae Father ; it the
Father be groa*er than the 8m, m»t

than a part of the Son only, he caimot
be co-equal with the Father ; if  there
were some things , as Jesus himself
says there were ? of which the Son was
ignorant , he cannot be God." With
the resu lt of this attempt to restrai n
freedom of opinion among the Dis-
senters , I am not acquainted . About
the end of the rei gn of George II., Me
Seddon , of Manchest er, Je d the way,
in avowing the belief in the simple
humanity of Jesus , from the pulpit.
This gave great offence to many mem-
bers of the congregation , "an d they de-
sired M r. Motter shead, his co-pastor
and father- in- law , to speak to him on
the subject . After a day 's privat e con-
ference , Mr. Mottershead declared ,
that , so far from having been able to
couvi nce Mr. Seddon that he was
wro ng, he had himself been very
nearl y convince d that Mr. Seddon was
right. The beginning of the present
rei gn was distinguis hed by ver y au-
spicious omens of the ground which
the principles of liberal ity wer e gain *
ing, and which has gra duall y pro -
duced such great and import ant ex-
tensions of religious libert y .

In the year 1766, an attem pt was
made by the Corporation of London ,
to increase ver y much the degree of
persecut ion which the Dissenters suf-
fered from the Test and Corp oration
Acts. By those act s all conscientio us
Dissenters are excluded from all offices
of trust and profit in the coun t ry. The
city of London passed a bye^law, that
anyperson refu sing to accept , the office of
sheriff in that borough should be fined
500^., and they then pr oceeded to elect
vario us Dissenters and Catholics , who
could not serve in that office without
incurrin g the pena/Hies of outlawry by
the Test Act. Mr. Allen Evaiis, a
Dissenter, 'having been appointed she-
rH£ resisted the claim or t?he city to
the fine of &®<M. for »his refusin g to
accept itbe -oUice. T*he cause was car-
riedsuccessively through all the Courts ,
all of whicti, except those immediate ly
under the infl uence of the ^Corporati on
of London, decided in favour ©F the
Utosenrte rs. The trial was finall y ter-
minated in the House of Lords , which
unaoim Gusly con^rmed the decision
of the inferior Court s, that the Dis-
senters tum id not be made liabl e to any
fine or punishment whatever , f o r  de-
clhringto serve in those office s, from
Which the Test and Corporation A cts
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excluded them. The unanimity of this
decision was very much owing to the
able speech of the Lord Chief Justice
Mans field in favou r of the Dissenters .
The following y ear the Lord Chief
Justice had another oppor tunit y of dis-
tinguishing himself in the cause of li-
berality , on occasio n of the last pro-
secut ion , which has been instituted
against a Ca tholic priest , for per form-
ing the duties of that office in this
count r y. The law , on which the in-
former grounded his pro secution , en-
acte d, that every pop ish pr iest , who
should celebrate mass in this country
should be puni shed with perpet ual
impri sonment. The informer , thoug h
he swore th at the man whom he pro -
secuted had celebrated rn as^ , could
not himself tel l in what mass con-
sisted , and he could give no proo f tha t
the person whom he prosecuted was
in priests ' or ders. On these grounds ,
Lord Mansfield di rected the jur y lo
find a verdict of not guilty.

In the yea r 177 1» an association was
forme d amon g many of the cler gy of
the Established Church , to solicit re-
lief in the matter of subscri ption. It
was set on foot in consequence of the
publi cation of the Confessional , b y Dr.
Blackburne , Archdeacon of Cleveland ,
the object of which book was to shew ,
that a subscri ption to th e Scri ptures
was all that ought to be required of
any Christian minister. On this ground
a petit ion was presented to Parliament ,
from 250, most ly respectable clergy-
men , an d the rest members of th e uni-
versities , desiring , that both at the or-
dination of clergymen , and at admis-
sion into the universities , a decla ration
of belief in the Scri ptures might be
substituted for subscri pt ion to th e arti-
cles and the book of Common Prayer ,
and that the Ath anasiau Creed and
other objectionable parts of the litur gy,
might he omitted or altered .

In 1 772, this petition was presente d
to t he Mouse of Commons , but after
a warm debate it was reje cted . Thus
foiled the last att empt at reformin g the
Churc h of Eng land. This evewt , how-
ever , was productive of ver y grea t ad-
van tages. The fi rst consequence of
it was , the secession of Mr. JLindsey,
Vicar of Gat terick , from the church.
He had for some time had great scru-
ples about continuing in th e churc h,
havin g been graduall y formin g Unita-
rian opinions. For some time he had

entertained thoug hts of q uit tin g the
church , but had been persuad ed first
to wai t the resiilt of this petition to
Parliament. •* But ," says he, " I could
not sat isfy mvself with any softenings
and qualifications of the Tr initar ian
form s in the liturgy. I wond ered how
I had been able to brin g m\self to
imagine, that I was wors hi ping t he
Fat her in spir it and in trut h , while I
was addressing two other persons , Cod
the Son and God the Hol y Ghost , and
imp lorin g- favou rs severa lly of them ,
in terms that implied thei r personalit y
and distinct agenc y and separate deity,
as much as that of the Fat her. If in-
vocat ions so particula r , lan guage so
express an d personal , as that used in
the liturgy, might be exp lain ed away
into prayer to one God onl y, I might
by ihe like supposals and interpreta-
t ions, bring myself to deify an d pra y
to the Virg in Mary, and maint ain that
I was sti ll orrf y pray ing to the one G od."
If Jesus Christ be a creature , to call
him God and to worshi p him can be
nothing less tha n idolatry. This Tri -
nitarians thems elves admit . l * lf ^y says
Mr. Whitaker , " the doctrin e of the
Trinity be false, then are all Who
worshi p Christ guilt y of idolatry, of
worshiping a creat ure along with th e
Creato r, of giving God a pa rtner in
his empire and so deposing him from
half his soverei gnty. 1 * These are the
words of a zealou s Trinitarian. Sur ely
then it becomes every one who offers
divine worshi p to Jesus , wel l to con-
sider the grounds upon which he
stan ds. Much more does it become
the decided believer in the prope r
unity of the great object of worsh ip,
to flee from that which , in his own
estimat ion , and even in that of those
who are themselves worsh iper s of
Christ , must in him be gross idolatry
and disobedien ce to the expres s com-
mand of God , as given bot h by Moses
and by Jesus -—" thou shalt worsh ip
the Lord th y God , and him onl y shalt
thou serve. " Upon these considera-
tions, which bught to be caref ully
weighed by all who , I fear , f orm no
small number , w ho continue to con-
form to the Established Church , tho ugh
they believe that the father of Jes us is
the only tr ue God , Mr. Lindsey re-
signed his living of 4OO/. a year , not
knowing where he was to live, or how
he could gain his subsistence , since
even amon g the Dis&enters at that
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time, very few would J iave received
Jh iwu He w«nt , JUow/ever, .to London,
a&d after un dergoing great difficulties ,
was at length successfu l in establishing
9. qpngr$ gation upon pur e Unita rian
^riaci ptes, using the Liturgy with such
Alter ations as accommodated it to Uni-
tar ian opinions. A few other clergy-
men bad the fi rmness to follow Mr.
JLind sey's examp le, and after some
time to quit the church. The prin-
cipal of these were Dr. Jeh b, Dr.
Disney, and Mr. Gilbert Wakefield.
But most of the clergy, who had jo ined
in the petition to Parliament , con -
tented themselves with refusing lo ac-
cept any farther preferme nt, or to re-
peat the ir subscri ption to the articles ,
but did not perc eive that consistency
.req uired them to quit the church .
Upon this conduct Mr. Lindsey re-
mar ks, in justification of his leaving
tfee church ; <* My great difficulty was
the point of worshi p. In comparison
with this, subscri ption to the articles ,
Jjowever moment ous in itself, gave me
hut littl e concer n ; for, as the devo-
tions of the church are framed in strict
agreerqent to the article s, and corres -
pond with them more especiall y in
rw&at relates to relig ious worship, I
look upon confor ming to the church ,
ms a constan t virtua l subscri ption to
the articles." This consideration de-
serires especial weight with all those
who conform to the chur chy thou gh
they do ,not believe the whole of her
Common Prayer JBook and Art icles ;
for conforming to the churc h certainl y
implies a declarat ion, that all her li-
iucgy, creeds and articles are agre eable
to Scri pture , and at is the duty of
muterf tone, who does not believe this ,
fto quit the church . From the time of
Mr. Land sey's qui tt ing the church , the
ftpen profession of belief in the simple
iunnaru jty of Christ , and the worshi p
of stbe One Ood . the Father only, be-
came .much more common , and by de-
^fees most of the congregations , which
^Cfwitijuie Trinitarians , have joined the
In dependents , and most of those who
now go under the name of P resbyte-
-tifl n' in this country, are Unitar ians of
<M*eicJ fias or ot her, that is either A rians ,
-or believer8 in the simple humanity of
Ghr i*t. But the open declaration of
Unitari an opinions was not the onl y
jfood effect , which the petition of the
UMactat ed clerg y produced .

Durin g the deba te upon that peti-

tion, it had been said by tfco&e who
opposed it, that , had the Dissenting
ministers , who were then req uire d &>
subscri be thirty -four of the a^rtii ile* tff
the church , and who deriv ed no etno-
Jume at s from the churc h, peti tioned
to be relieved from their subscri ption ,
no reaso nable objection could be made
to gra nting thei r petition . U pon this
bint, a motion to free the Dissent ing
ministe rs from subscri ptio n to th e ar -
ticles, and to substitute for it a decla-
ration of thei r belief in Scri pture , was
made by Sir George Saville, and se-
conded by Sir Henr y -Houghton , and
the bill passed the Commons by a viuit
majorit y ; but in the H ouse of PecrB,
almost all the bishops voted against ft»
and it was rejected . It is rema rkable,
that the Methodists opposed this b|U,
and actual ly petitioned Parlia ment, that
subscri ption to the thirty -four articles
might still be required of all Dissenting
ministers. *

This effort was repeat ed in 1774,
and the bil l again met the same fate,
thou gh the two greates t orname nts
of the House of Lord s, Lord Chathattn
and JLord Mansfield , wore un ited in
its favou r. On this occasion Dr.D iHwn-
mond, Arch bishop of York , having
in a very virulent speech, stigmati sefi
the Dissentin g ministers as men of
close ambi tion ; Lord Chatham re-
plied , " they are so, my Lord s, and their
ambition is to keep close to the col teg$e
of fishermen , not of cardina ls, to the

ndoctrine of inspired apost les, not to
the decrees of interested hu <\ aspiring
bishops . They contend for a spiritual
creed , and scriptural wor ship T&e
churc h has a Calvinistic cree4, a Po-
pish liturg y, and an A rmiuian clergy .
The Reformation has laid th e Scrip-
tures open to all ; let not the bishops
shut them again. It is said , that reli-
gious sects have done great mischief
when they were not kept under re-
stra int , but history affords no proof
that sects have ever been inischiev ecig,
except they were oppressed and per-
secuted by the ruling church. '*

In the year 1778, rnot *t of the per -
secut ing laws agai nst the Catfeieitos
were repeale d, and their toleratio n vvas
rendered legal. Till this period , ail
Cittholic pt iestsand bchootauaete *s&ad
been liable to perp etual iniprtsaanrtfvt ,
and the third celebrat ion of ukamh&d
been punishable with dearth . Tbea e
odious laws were now focwera r rowefy

•-< j ,  
¦

JtrAqf S&ioty oftke £te#enteps f i vm  tie Revolution. 457

VO L, XII. * 3 N



repe aled , and th is repeal of the perse-
cutin g laws against the Catholics , ren -
dering those which were in existenc e
against P rotestant Dissenters , still more
obnox ious to the thinking part of th e
nation , the bill for thei r relief now
passed with very little opposition , and
their ministers were now allowed , in-
stead of subscribing the thi rty-four
art icles, to ma ke a declaration , t hat
they believed the Scri ptu r es of the
Old and New Testamen ts , common ly
recei ved in Protes ta nt churches , to
contai n t he revealed will of Cod . All
the bishops v. h > had formerl y opposed
the b ill  a bsented themselves from the
Hous e, w hen it was passed , an d Dr.
Shi pley, Bishop of St. Asap h's, the
onl y bishop who was pre sent , spoke
very warm ly in favour of it .

In the next year , 1780, great r iots
were excited among the bi goted part
of the nat ion , in consequence of t he
Toleration whicj i had been granted to
the Catholics. In Glasgow and Edin-
burg h the chapels were destro y ed, and
the houses of the principal Catholics
attacked and plundered. Similar dis-
graceful scenes were acted in London ,
ancfr fcome of the rioters being secured
in Newgate , the rest attacked and
burnt that prison , and afterward s
they burnt the houses of Sir G eorge
Saville and Lord Mansfi eld , who had
nobly distinguished th emsel ves by
their speeches in favou r of Toleration.
At length , but not without great dif-
ficulty , the riots were quelled by the
emp loyment of a large milit ary force.

In t he yea r 1787, a mot ion was
made by Mr. Beaufoy, for the repeal
of th e Test and Cor poration Acts, by
which laws Dissenters are excluded
from all offices of trust and profi t in
the kin g dom. In discussing the po-
licy of this , Mr. Beaufo y very well
observed , " that to the highe r trust of
legislative authori ty, the Dissent ers are
admitted without rese rve ; from t he
members of Parliam ent no such Test
is required , and in fact t he repea l of
the Test , so far from being pernicious
to the J Established Chu rc h would be
sal utary to it , since the different classes
of Dissenters have no general inter est ,
no bond of union , but that reproachfu l
exclusion from publi c emp loyments ,
-which is common to theixi all. " The
Dissenters had great hopes from this
motion, as they had previousl y received
assurance -of support from man y of the

princi pal members , and as even Mr *
Pitt had -answ ered their app lication in
suc h a-ma nner , as to lead t hem to be-
lieve tha t he would support the m,
thou gh he had cautious l y avoid ed using
an y expressions , which could enab le
them to fix a direct char tr e of false-
hood upon h im , if he opposed th em,
which he did , and t he motion was re-
jected , thoug h but by a small maj o-
rity.

In t he earl y part of th e yen r 1789,
the motion was again brou ght for-
war d , an d agai n negatived bv a very
smal l majorit y of onlv tw ent y. Ju st
afte r this , un fortunatel y for t he claims
of t he Dissenters , the French Revol u-
t ion broke out , an d in consequence a
grea t clamour wa s raised against ever y
alterat ion , however just and necessar y,
th oug h scarcel y an y thing can be mor e
evident , t han that to make j ust and
proper improvements in time, is th e
ver y way to avoid all dange r of violent
revolutions ; and if the French court
had followed this maxim , an d red ressed
t he princi pal grievances of the nation ,
before the passions of the people had
been heated by resistance , t he wors t
parts of t hat Revolution could never
have happened . But governments and
establishments have alwa y s been un-
w ill ing to learn t his lesson, that the
best way to prevent danger from per -
sons suspected of disaffection , is to
grant them every just claim , and not
to ir ri tate them by oppr ession. The
Dissenters , howev er , in drawing up
th eir petitions for the repeal of the Test
Act , certa inly used very imprudent lan-
gua ge, such as could have no other effect
than to inflame the passions of their
oppone nts ; and this, together with
the dread of all alt erations , occasioned
by the brea king out of the French
R evolution , caused thei r claims to be
negatived by a very large major ity on
t heir third atte mpt in 1700. Several
passages fro m the works of Dissenters
relating to establishmen ts wer e on this
occasion quote d in the House , and
pro duced a great effect in rendering th e
Dissenters obnoxious , part icularl y one
from a sermon of Dr. Priestl ey 's, ex-
pressed certainl y in stron g langua ge,
but the meaning of which , when di-
vested of its metap horical expr essions,
evident ly was , that , believing liis opi-
nions to be true , he thoug ht , as every
man does concerning his own opinions,
tha t they would ulti matel y trium ph
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over all opposition, and th at Unita-
rian ism would in time become the
prevailing belief of the Chris tian world ,
and would overthro w ail other systems.
A violent spirit of hostilit y wa ^ now
rai sed against the Dissente rs , and par-
tic ularl y against Dr. Priestl ey ; and the
cry of Church and King was raised
th rough the nation ^ an union of word s,
with respect to which Bishop vSlnpley
well observed , that no one could sus-
pect him of dislike to either part tak en
separatel y, but he kn ew , when thus
united ,they meant a chur -ch above the
stat e, and a king abov e the Jaws , and
such he hoped never to see in this
countr y.

On the 14th of Jul y, 1791 , meetin gs
were held in various parts of the king-
dom, to commemorate the destructio n
of the Bastille. The more horrib le
parts of the French Revolution had
not then begun. The Kin g of Fra nce
was th en living at Pari s, a pparentl y
in great popularit y, and in stri ct ha r-
mony with the National A ssembl y.
At Birming ham  ̂ however , where one
of these meetin gs was held , the popu-
lace rose with tbe utmost violence, and
after burn i ng the Dissentin g chapels,
they pro ceeded to Dr. Pries -tlev'shouse ,
thou gh he had not been present at the
meetin g. He was with some difficult y
prevailed upon , to fl y, for trustin g in
his own innocence and good-will to
others , he thou ght it incredible th at
othe rs should wish to injure him ; but
his family refusin g to escnpe without
him, he consented to accompa ny them.
Thu s his life was saved , but his house
and his invalua ble manuscri pts; libra ry
and philosophical appar atus , were de-
stro yed by the mob. The following
four days, the town of Birm ing ham
and the countr y for several miles round ,
appear ed to be entir el y under the do-
minion of the rioters , who demolished
all the houses of the princi pal Dis-
senters , and render ed it necessar y for
all such to save thei r lives by fli ght .
These violen-ces, which were worse
tha n any thing which had then ta ken
plac e in the course of the Frenc h Re-
volut ion, were passed over almost with
impun ity—one per uon onl y, and he one
of th e very meanest that was concerned
in them, being punish ed, and the mi-
nisters , instea d of re prob atin g them as
they deser ved, when Pa rliament met ,
att empt ed to excuse them , and to diver t
toe public attention from them; thus

shewing, th *t thei r dislike of the riotor s
and law less proceedin gs in France , arose
not so much from the wickedness and
violence of those proceedings , as f rom
thei r being dir ected against kin gs and
nobles , and that th ey had no objec-
tion to equal violence being employed
in this countr y against the Dissent ers
and the friends of liberty ; whil e, to
use the langua ge of one of their most
eloquent writers , in relatio n to those
horrid excesses, which after the time
of t  he Birmin g ham riots disgr aced the
course of the Fr ench Revolution , the
Dissenters and the true friends of li-
berty felt sentiments of abhor rence too
stron g to be expre ssed in lan gua ge for
the popula r v iolences and murders , or
attem p ts at murd er , on both sides the
channel. - Th ese riots at Birmin gham
form the third instance in the cour se
of the last centur y, of popular violence
excited by the High-church pa rt y,
while no insta nce can be adduced of
the Dissenters having attem pted to in->
stiga te the populac e to any such deeds.
Similar riots to those in Birmin gham
were excited in man y of the princi pal
towns of the kingd om, but in none did
they rise to so great an excess. Mr.
Pitt havin g, in his speech against the
repea l of the Test JLaw , avowed in the
most unequivo ca l terms , the ri ght of
the Dissenters to a full and comp lete
toleration ; Mr. Fox , in the year 1702*
broug ht forwa rd a motion for the re-
peal of the Pen al Statutes , w hich st ill
hung over the Unitarians , but Mr.
Pitt opposed th e motion on the ground ,
that those laws were fallen into disuse ,
to which it was a fai r reply, that laws
which w ere too cruel to be carried
into execution , were a disgra ce to the
Statute-Book and ought to be repealed .
The motion , however , wns lost by a
large majority, ami here terminate d
for the present all attem pt s to enlar g e
the toleration of Disse nters.

In tii § year 1793 , Mr. Winterb o-
tham , an Ind ependent minister at Pl y-
mouth , was tried for sed ition , found
guilty and impris oned for four years , on
the evidence solely of th ree infamous
women , two of whom had been alread y
convicted of perjury, and not one of
whom , there was every reaso n to be-
lieve, had been present at the chapel
on the day when they swore he h,ad
used seditious expressions , while there
was every possible evidence to, qtovq
that be had never used such exprea*

Brief History of the Dissenters f rom the Revolution. 459



stons. This iniquito us sentence being
carried into execution determined Dr.
Priestley to leave the country . Hi-
thert o* tr usting in his innocence,* hfe
Had thou ght himself safe , sittce the
violence of the populace Had in a great
iheasu re subsi ded, but now he said ,
c* I see innocen ce is no lodger a secu-
rity in England. I rai ^fht , like Mr.
Wint erbotham , be condem ned and
punished for words which I had never
ottered , for it cannot be at all difficult
for my enemies to procure in support
of any charge , however false against
me, evidence equal to tha t on which
he was convicted .1' This determined
hi&i to go to America in the year 17^.
Fro m this tirtie to the yenr 1811 , no-
thin g public or remarkable happened
to the Dissente rs. In that year Lord
Stdmouth made a motion that certi fi-
cate* should not be granted to any
person tvho was not the regularl y ab-
pomte d min ister of some particular
eongrtfg -atioii, and who did not brin g
a testimonial from th ree respecta ble
hou sroholderiB th at he was qualified for
Ms office. To oppose tftfe invasi on of
the Toleration Acty tfte greatest e»er ^
tioDs wer e made both by the Dtssente rfc
acfri Method ists  ̂ against whom the
motion w«s particularly directed , Xnd
in tfte> course of a very few day&,
e^ht hundred petition s, signed by a
Vast number of respecta ble name ** were
presented agdrost if, and it ^Va» im-
mediatel y negatived . £n the following
year iftoit of thie ^persecittfn glaws, frorti
which htoe Dissenters hStfi fiitfieTto been
exempted only on conditi on of taking
the oaths in the Toleration Act, Were
repealed '; and in 181#, the persecuti ng
laws agc&ftt Unitarians Were repealed

Letter Of ta<h/ NiiMd&le9s to her Sister,
givf ap an itetioimt Of the mw#t*r ih
rthick die ojf emd £&M* N (thiMt *l& *
e#Mp* f t i t f h  t%e Ttf tieK

(ComtottidnteA'by ChVl^f. T. C. ffbHaftd ,
of PH^tott V

Btfe^ it SiWer ^^W yf^V iLord ^e^ca^^stfoWsuOh 
ttfi

iTJL oia' ^torV, ttm i h^ve itimtm
fe*toTtfed 1̂  But  ̂

yo^ SeHf re  mkf 
t&

Wf t ^y m'* &wmmmti& ac^̂ tm* of
5; I wif! e^^ tfVdur tb rWlil ft t<^ my
tttaft^W **G t^Hs e^tt ^t a# I iR^sil^

cab , ft» I t^wfe you too rn ^fty ^Mig»-
tldfts to ^eft&e yfttt any thirty thtatt lifeft
in mv ^ow^r tb dbw

I th llUt I oi*e my^If tf oe jBS^oe tb
set rftit Wifli tile motives ̂ Hfch mf t&-
^ttced ttie tto titidkftttk ^ #o hafittl tkM tii
m n ^mtm^ which I de«p*ttiwi of
tiloTmjgfll? «C<56lf*p«*h4wg, IbiNSsM in^
a flidtfe *ttd dttig *mlt\mr ^Mch cOnM
«evW Be^ ̂ rWotttttecl b4i€ % the tt***€
pftftie Wfer i*¥Wrpo»IHbll ef OlVttle Fto-
v^fettce. I ct>n^Medi« Ahtt4g ^riy«^
aMd tfiJ«»« tfWt h4& WWI M *(W »t>«i-

without ati y Qf>^ositfoft . Owirt  ̂lid'W-
ever to a mistake in drawi irg Wp tflr6
bill, its effects oiify e^ten<t to tni ^isteti d, arid theifee ItfW s are dtiiJ l̂ ^afly
in force in Ireland. It is to be hoped
that Mr. Smith, who brdag flt in tftfcr
motion , wtl l not long suffe r it to re-
main thus imperfect. * It is to ft*
hoped too, that all the remai ning- re-
striction s upon the toleration of any
clafcs of Dissenters Will speedily be re-
moved.

I have now presented your re#der&
with a brie f Sketch of thfe Hist ttry
e-f the Dissenters *, with at vie  ̂ to e*-
cite their attention tb this iti terestiog
subject. I hope also, that it mlay alii-
ftiate thetn to be ttiore Steady and f cdn-
sisterit in their prifitiples attd conduct,
to emulate the example s of good naefc
df former titti es, not to stttt et6 atly tfemr3-
t atibn to lead thehi tb itiake shijywrfeck
6f faith and df a good consci ettce> by *
usin g ^ny hyjpociisy iii tfifeir rel^ibm
worsHi ^i or by habituall y frieqaeht in^
that Wdrshi fi; Which their edtifceieffcest
C^tntib t approve. IF all1, Who ar  ̂VM~
tariafcs ib princi ple, Woiitd be *o rn
p tact?cfe a^o, bur congregations WotiW
bfe th tith fuller, ahd oiir irmifeterial
MbourW vf otaM haVfe ari encotil -age-
^rieti t whfcft at prese fnt tfiey too often '
want. Tftat this tod every bthe f
efT6rt for tBsrt p vttp&be, ttota y ihcVea^e
religious sfrtceHt y ahif z'feal airWh  ̂tits,
fe le fervent wi* and pY&yer of

T. 0. WOILIAN IK
« k ¦

,—»_-_—¦¦

*" ft wifl Wfe ^eti % r#&f*<htte to ^. 4^^,
that tfte JfrA *' (MfttMkift AVe irt )# ptrt oA
the ditiiie l^Uf fd^tttag r a* tfete ^Engl&k.

^60 Zotf^ Nithsdntet Ref attort #f EtrA Nitf iXttelf o £mtp±.

ORIGINAL LEI STERS.



ddn mo  ̂ even whett all human means
failed me.

i first came to L«mdon upon hearing
that my Jbor d Was committed to the
Tower . 1 was at the sanse time in-
forme d, tha t he expresse d the greatest
airxifcty to see me j having , as he after-
wards told me, nothing to console him
till 1 arri ved. I rode to Newcastl e* and
thence teofc the stage to York. When
I arrived ther e* the snow was- so deep
that the stage could not set out for
I*©T*don. The season was so severe ,
aa*i the roads so extremel y bad , that
the post itself was stopt. However ,
I took horses arid rodg to London
through the sn©w, which was gene-
ral ly above the hors es' girths , and
ari ved safe and sound without any ac-
cident. Or * my arriva l I went imme-
diately to make what interes t I could
anro iig those who were iu place.
None gav^e me any hope**, but they
all to the contrary assured me* that
thoug h some of tti e pri soners were to
be pardone d, yfct my Lor d would cer-
tainl y not b4 of the number. When
1 inquired into the reason of this dis-
tinction? I could obta ins no other an-
swer* than t&at tfoey would aot flatt er
mfc. But I sooA perceived the rea-
son*, which they declined alleging
to me; a ftotaan Catho lic, upon the
tender s of Scotlan d, who had a very
considera ble party , a man whose
ftttni Uf ha» alwayw signalized itself by
ite loyalty to the Toyal house of Stua rt ,
and who was the only supp ort of the
Catti alicft against the inveteracy of the
Whigs , who were vcfry numerous in
that paW of $cotfauket , would become
an agreeable sacrifice to the opposite
party. They still retaine d a lively
remembrance of his grandfa tket, who
dgfaffdeA hit) own castle to the last
toxteettitey, and *urreride *etf ft only by
the exprtfst * command of his toyal
fifflft tei*. Hfow>, having his gran dson
in th«ir power, thdy were determined
mat to let h*m -escape out of their
hands.

\Jrpom tbte I forrited the fetoloticm
to rofeef&pt hits tsaca f*  ̂ but opfenexft my
rtrteatioti ta ttowe but my dear Evw».
In ordc * to <N*neert measures, I mtrcf og-
ly ttoltoitfed t» be pertu rttwd to see toy
Ltt frd , whwh they rt ^wed, unless 1
would * <tbra **it to i#ftMiiti confined with
hit * in the TdWer-j this 1 would not
submit to, and ail^^d 

for 
exmme

tlm ter IW* wwld n^t p&mit me *

to unrdetgo the confineme nt j the real
reason of my refusal was, not to put
it ©ut of my power to accomplish n*y
design. However , by bri bing the
guards , I often contrived to s^e my
L«ord , till the day on which the pr i-
soners were condemned ; after that we
were allowed, for the last week, to
see and tak e otir leave of them.

By the help of Evans , I had pre -
pared every thin g necessar y to disgu ise
my .Lord , but had the utmost dif-
ficult y to prev ail upon him to make
use of them ^ however I at last suc-
ceeded, by the hel p of Almighty God *On February 22d, which fell on a
Thursday, our genera l petition was
to be presented to the House of Lord s,
the pur port of which was to entreat
the lords to interf ere with his Majesty
to pardon the prisone rs. We were*however, disap pointed thfc day before
the pet ition was to be presented , for
the Duke of St. Alban s, who had pro-
mised toy Lady Derwentwate r to
pre sent it, when it catti e to the point
foiled in his word . However , as she
was the only English Countes s con*
cerwed , it was incumben t o*i her to
have it prese nted . W« had bat one
day left befor e the execution * a#d the
Duke still pivimised to present thre
petition , but for fear he should foil* I
enga ged the I>uke of Moritrose , to
secure its being done by the one or
the otftier. I then went , in company
with twost of the ladies of quality who
were -in to*v», to solicit the interest
of the Lord s as they we*e going to the
House. Tlfey aftfbehaved to mfe with
great civility, bat particularl y Lxwrd
Petnbrelra , who, though he desired
me not to speak to }iim, yet he pro -
nwaed to employ his Merest in my
favour , and fee honoufafol y kept his
1*wd* f or he spoke In the House v>ery
tft rorigl y in our beh atf. The subject
df the debate was, whether the King
bad power to pfefrdoft £hose who had
been condemned toy ftari ia*ncnt, atid
it *v«s Chiefly owing to Lord Pem-
bro ke's spe&oti that it passed in the
dffirtmrlr ift* fiov^&ver. one wf the
L<ords «tx>od Uf> a^vd said , that the
HocMe -would ottl y interfere for th ose
of the prfeo n«*s who ©hould prove
tkmnselv&» Worthy Af thei r intercee -
^ion, but not fbr nil iiidiiferiuriaat ely ;
this ^afvo qufte bkifeted all my hopes,
for I warn assured tha t it aimed at the
exclusion of those who 3h©uM-refti«e to
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subscri be the -petiti on , which was a
thing* I knew my Lord would never
sub mit to, nor , in fact , could I w ish
to preserve his life on thos e term s.

As th e motion had passed generall y,
I thou ght I coufd dra w fro m it some
advanta ge in favour of my design. Ac-
cording ly I immediatel y left the House
of Lor ds and hastened to the Tower ,
where , affecting 1 an air of joy and
sat isfaction , I told all the guards I
passed that I came to bring jo > ful
t idi ngs to the prisoners ; 1 desired them
to lav aside their fears , for the petition
had passed th e House in their favour.
I then gave th em some money to drink
to th e Lords and his Maj esty, thoug h
it was but trifling , for 1 thou ght that
if I were too liberal on the occasion ,
they mi^ht suspect my designs ; an d
that giving them something would
gai n their , good-will and servi ces for
the next day , whic h was the eve of
the execution.

The next morning I cou ld not go
to the Tower , havin g so man y thi ngs
upon my hands to put in readine ss.
But in the evening, when all was read y,
I sent for Mrs. Mills , with whom I
lodged, and acquainted her with my
design of attemptin g nay Lord 's
escape, as t here was no prospect of
his being pardone d, and this was the
last night before the execution . I told
her that I had every thin g in readi -
ness, and that I trust ed she would not
re fuse to accompan y me, that my
Lord mi ght pass for her ; I pressed
her to come immediatel y, as we had
no time to lose. At the same tim e I
sent for a Mrs. Morgan , to whose
acqua intanc e my dear Evans had in-
tro du ced me, which J look upon as
a very singular hap piness ; I imme-
diatel y communicated my resolution
to her. She was of a very tall and
slender make , so I begged her to put
under her own riding- hood, one tha t
I had prepared for Mrs. Mills , as she
was to lend hers to my Lord , that in
coming out he might be taken for her.
Mrs. Mi l ls was then wit h child , so
that she was not onl y the same height
but nearl y the same size as my Lord .
When we were in the coach I never
ceased talking, that they might have
no leisure to refl ect. Their surprise
and astonishment when T fi rst opened
my design to them , had made them
consent without ever thinking of the
consequences.

Oft our arrival at the Tower , the
first I int roduced was Mrs. Mor gan ,
for I was onl y allowed to ta ke in one
at a time. She broug ht in the clothes,
which were to serve Mrs. Mills when
she left her own behind her. Wh en
Mrs . Morgan had taken off what she
brought for my purpose , L conducte d
her back to the stai rcase , and , in
going, 1 begge d her to send me in my
maid to dress me, that [ was afraid of
being too late to present my last peti -
tion that night , if she did not come
immed iatel y. 1 dispatched her safe,
au d then went partl y down sta irs to
meet M rs. Mills , wno had the pre -
caution to hold her handkerchief to
her face, as was very natural for a
woman to do, when she was going to
bid her last farewell to a friend on the
eve of his execution ; I had indeed
desired her to do it, that my Lor d
mi ght go out in the same manner .
Her ey eb rows were rathe r inclined
to be san dy, and my Lord 's wer e
dark and very thick ; however , I had
pre pa red some paint of the colour of
hers , to disguise his with. I also
boug ht an arti ficia l head-dress of ; the
same coloured hair as hers , and I
pai n ted his face with white and his
cheeks with rou ge, to hide his long
beard , which he had not time to shave.
All  this provision 1 had before left in
the Tower. The poor guard s, whom
my libe ralit y-the day before had en-
deared to me, let me go quietl y out
with my compan y, and were not so
strictl y on the watch as they usuall y
had been , an d the mor e as they were
persuaded , from what I had told them
the day before , that the prisoners
would obtai n their pardon. I made
M rs. Mill s take off her own hood ,
and put on that which I had brough t
for her , I then took her by the hand
and led her out of my Lor d's cham-
ber , an d in passing throug h the next
roo m, in which there were several
people, with all the concern imagina-
ble I said , * M y dear M rs. Cat herine ,
go in all haste and send me rnv > wai t-
ing maid , she certainl y cannot reflect
how late it is, she forgets that I am
to presen t my petitio n to-ni ght , and
if I let slip this opportunit y 1 am un-
done, for to- morrow will be too late ;
hasten her as much as possible for I
shall be on thorns till she comes.'
Every body in the room, .who were
chiefl y guards ' wives aud daughter s,



deemed to com passionate me, and the
cent in el officiousl y open ed the door.
Wh en 1 had seen her out , I returned
back to mv Lord ; I finished d ressing
him. I had taken ever y care that
Mr s. Mills did not go out cr ing. as
she came in , that my Lord mi ght the
bet ter pass for the lad y that cam e in
cry ing and afflict ed , and the more so,
because he had the same d ress she
wore. When I had almost finished
dressing my Lord iti all my petticoats
except one, t perce ived tha t it was
growing d ;»rk ; I was afraid that the
li ght of the candles might betra y us,
so / resolved to set ott ; I w ent out
lendin g him b> the h.-uid , and he held
his hau dken hicf to his eves. 1 spoke
to him in the most piteous and af-
flicted ton e of voice , bewai ling bitter-
ly the negli gence of Evans , who had
ruine d me b} her delay. Then 1 said ,
* M y dear Mrs. Betty, for the love of
God run quickl y and bring her with
you, you know my lod gings, and if
ever \ou made dispatch in your life,
do it at present ; 1 am almost dist racte d
with this disappo intment. ' The guards
opened the doors and I went up stairs
with him , still conj uri ng him to make
all possible speed . As soon as he had
cleared the door 1 made him walk be-
fore me, for fear the centinel should
take notice of his walk , but I sti ll con-
tinued to press him to make all the
haste he possibl y could. At the bot-
tom of the stairs 1 met my den r
Evans , into whose han ds I confided
him. I had before en gaged Mr. Mills
to be in readiness by the Tower , to
conduct him to some place of .safety,
in case we succeeded. He looked upon
the affair as so very improbable to
succeed, that his aston ishment when
lie saw us thre w him into such con-
sternatiort Qfthat he was almost out of
himself, which Evans perceiving, with
the grea i est pre sence of mind , without
telling mv Lord any thin g, lest he
should mistrust t hem , conduc ted him
to some of her own friends , < n whom
she could rel y, and so secured him ,
without which we should have been
undone. Whe n she had conducted
him , and left him with them , she re-
tu rned to find Mr. Mrlls , who by this
time had recovered from liis astonish-
ment ; they went home together , and
having found a place of security, th ey
conducted my Lord to it. In the mean
while, as 1 pretended to have sent the

youn g lad y, I was obli ged to return up
stairs , and go back to my Lord 's roo m
in th e same feigned anxiet y of being"
too late , so that every bod y seemed
sincer ely to sympath ize with my dis-
tress.

When I was in the room I tnl ked to
him as if  he had been present , and
answe red my own questions in my
Lord 's voice , as nea rl y as 1 could imi-
tate it. I walkecj up and down the
room , as if we were conversin g to*
geth er , till 1 thou ght they had time
enou gh thor oug hlv  to clea r them selves
of the guards. 1 then thou ght proper
to walk off* also ; I opened th e door
and stood half in it , that thos e in the
outer -chamber might hear wh at 1 said ,
but held it so close tha t they could
not look in , an d bid my Lord a for-
mal fa rewell for that ni ght , and add ed ,
that somethin g mom than usual must
have ha ppened to make Evans negli-
gent on this importan t occasion , who
had alwa ys been so punctual in trifl es;
t ruit I saw no other remed y than to go
in person ; that if th e Tower were still
open w hen I had finished my business ,
I would return tha t ni ght , but that he
mig ht be assu red I would be with him
as enrl y in the mornin g as I could
gain admi ttance into the Tower , and I
flattered m\self I should bri ng more
favou rable news than befor e. Before
I shut the door 1 pul led throug h the
string of the latch , so that it could
only be opened on th e inside ; I the n
shut it wit h some degree of force, tha t
1 mi ght be sure of its being well shut.
I said to the servant as 1 nassprl hv
who was ignorant of the whole trans -
action , that he need not car ry in can-
dles to his master t i l l  my Lord called
for t hem , as he desi red to finish some
pra ters fi rst.

I went down stairs and called a
coach , as there were several on the
stand , and d rove thence to my lodg-
ings, where poor M rs. Mackenzi e had
been waitin g, to carr y the petition in
case my attempt had failed. I told
her there was no need of an y petition ,
as m y L ord was out of t he Tower , and
out of the hands of his enemies as I
hoped , but that I did not know where
he was. 1 discharged the coach and
sent for a sedan chai r, and went to
the Duchess of Buccleu gh's, who ex-
pected me abou t that time, as I had
begged of her to present the petitio n
for me, havi ng ta ken my pr ecaution s
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again st bM events. I asked if she was
at home, and they answered me that
she expected me and had another
Pucbess with her j 1 refused to go up
stairs as she had compan y with her,
and I was not in a condition to see aoy
other compan y. I begged to be shew n
into a chamber below stai rs, and that
they would have the goodness to send
her Grac e's maid to me, havi ng some-
thing to say to her . I had discharged
the chair lest I might be pursu ed and
watched. Whe n the maid came in, I
desire d her to prese nt my most hum ble
respects to her Grace, who they told
me bad compan y with her, and to ac-
quaint her that this was my only rea -
son for not coming up stair s ; I also
charged her with my sincerest thanks
for her kind offer to accompany me
when I went to present ray petiti on ;
I added , th at she might spare herself
any fart her trou ble, as it was now
jud ged mor e desirable to present one
general pet ition in the name of all :
however, that I should never be un-
mindful of my ̂ particular obligations to
her Grace , which I would return very
soon to ackn owledge in person . I then
desired one of the servants to call a<?hai r,
aad went to the Duchess of Montrose,
who had always boroe a par t in my dis-
tres ses. When I arri ved she left her
compa ny, to deny herself, not being
able to see me under tbe affliction she
ju dged me to be in. However I was
admitt ed, so there was no rem edy ; she
came to me, and , as my heart was in
an ecstasy of joy, I expressed it on
my countenance • as she entered the
room I ran up to her in the transp ort
of my joy . She appeared extrem ely
shocked and frightene d, and has since
expressed to me that she app rehended
my troub les had thrown me out of
myself, ti ll I communicated my happ i-
ness to her. She then advised me to
retire to some place of safety , for that
the King , (George I.) was highly dis-
pleased , and even enraged , at the pe-
tition 1 had pre sented to him, atid had
complaine d of it severely. I sent for
another chai r, for I always discharged
them immediately lest I might he pu r-
sued. Her G race said she would go to
court to see how the news of my Lar d's
escape wag received. When the news
was broug ht to the K ing, be flew into
an excessive passion , and said he was
betrayed , for it .could not have been
done without some confederacy. -He

instantly sent two men to the jEeWft r,
to &ee t&at the oth$r pri sqiiecs w*jfc
well secured, lest itbey should follow
the example. Some thre w the -blame
on one, and /some on another ; the
Duchess was the only one at court
who k&ey v it.

W hen I left the Quohess, I w^ent to
a house which Evans had found out
for me, and wliere ghe pro mised to ac-
quaint me where my Lord was . She
got th ither a Jew minutes aft er me,
and told me, thi*t when she had seeu
him secure, she we&t in search of Mills,
who by this time had r**coveered from
his astonish ment *, tha t he had return-
ed to his house, where she had found
him, and that he had removed my Lord,
front the fi rst place where she had de-
sired him to wait, to the house of a
poor woman directl y opposite tbe
guard -house ; she had but o*je small
room , up one pair of stairs, sod a ver y
small bed in it. We threw ours elves
upon the bed, that we might not be
heard walking up and dawn ; she J eft
us a bottle of wine aj ad some bread,
Mrs. Mills brought us some more i*
feer pocket the next day. We sub-
sisted upon this provision f rom Thurs-
day till Satu rday night, when Mrs.
Mills came and conduc ted my Lord
feo the Venetian Ambas sador's. W^
did not communicate the affair to his
Excellency, but one of the servants
concealed him in his ow.n room till
Wednesday, pn which day tbe Am-
bas$&4or's coach and six w*s to go
down to Dover to meet his brother.
My JL ord put on a liver y ami went
down in the retinue, without tfee least
suspicion, to Dover , where Mr. Mic-
kle, which was the name of the Am*
bassad or '̂ servant , hired a small vessel
and wiamediately set sftf l for Cal ais.
The passage was so rema ri^My short ,
that the capt ain threw out Jt he s<eftec-
t ion, th at the wind could not have
serv ed bett er if his passenger s bad
been fly i»g for their lises, littl e Abink -
ing j it to .be really /tbe case. Mr . Mic-
kle , might have easily m&nrn ed with-
out being susp&cted ,of being cpn-
/cerned in my I xmTs escape, Jbut my
Liprd seemed itieliiied to have h*#*
continue with him, which he did,,^«d
ha* at pre sent a good plajoe under QW
young maste r, the Prete nder .

Thitt is a» emact mod full an f *p wuu t
of thi* affai r, ,  aad 4he &eamm eo^'
<^erne 4«att,BsIcDoldipfifiMb1 y ̂v£^«Mi;
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to the best of my mem oTy you may
depend on the tru th of it.

For my part I absconded to the
house of a very honest man in Drury -
lane , where I remain ed til l I was as-
sure d of my Lord 's safe arrival on the
continent . I then went to the Duchess
of Buccleugh 's, {every bod y thoug ht
till then that I was gone off with my
Lord ,) to tel l her that I understood I
was suspecte d of having contrived my
Lord 's escape, as was very natural to
suppos e, that if I could have been hap -
py enoug h to hav e done it , 1 should
have been flattered to have the merit
of it attribute d to me ; but that a bare
suspicion, without proof , would never
be sufficient grou nd for my being pun -
ished for a supposed offence, thoug h
it might be motive for me to provide a
place of security ; so I entreated her to
procure leave for me to go with safety
about my busi ness : so far from grant-
ing 'my request , they were resolved to
secure me if  possi ble.

After several debates , Mr. Solicitor
Genera ], who was an utter stranger to
me, had the humanity to say, that
since I shewed so much respect to the
governmen t as not to appear in public ,
it wou ld be cruel to search after me.
On which it was decided , that if I re-
maine d concealed , no farther search
should be made , bu t that if I appeared
eithe r in Eng lan d or Scotland I should
be secure d. But this was not suf-
f icient f or  me, unless I could submit to
expose my son to beggary.

My Lord sent for me up to town in
such haste , that I had no time to settle
any thin g before I left Scotland. I had
in my han ds all the famil y papers and
da red not trust them to any bod y.
M y house might have been sear ched
wit hout warning , consequentl y the y
wer e far from being secure the re. In
this distress I had the precaution to
bury them un der ground , an d nobod y
but the gardener and mysel f knew
where they were ; I did the same with
the other thin gs of value . The event
pr oved that I acted pruden tl y, for after
my departu re they searched the house,
an d God knows what might have
tr anspired from those papers. All
these circumstances rendered my pre-
sence absol utely necessary, otherwise
they might have been lost, for though
they, retained the highest preserv ation
after one very severe win ter , (f o r when
1 took them up they wer e as dry as if

they came from the fi reside ,) yet they
coul d not possibl y have remain ed so
muc h longe r without prejudic e. In
short , as I had once exposed my life for
the safety of the father , I could not do
less than hazard it once more for the
fortune of the son.

I had never travel led on horseba ck
but from York to London , as I told
you , but the difficulty did not now
arise from the severity of the season ,
but fear of being known an d ar rested.
To avoid this I boug ht th ree saddle -
horses , an d set off with my dear Evan s
and a very trusty servant , whom I
broug ht with me out of Scotland .
We put up at all the smallest inns on
the road that could take in a few
horses , an d where I thoug ht I was
not known , for I was thoroug hly
known at all the considera ble inns on
the north road. Thus I arrived safe
at Tra guaine , where I thoug ht myself
secure , for the Lieutenant of the coun-
ty  being a frien d of mine would not
permi t any searc h to be made for me,
wit hout sending me previous notice to
abscon d. Here I had the assurance
to rest myself for two whole days,
preten ding that I was going to my
own house with the leave of the
government. I sent no notice to my
own house , lest the magistrates of
Dumfries might make too narrow in-
quiries about me. So t hey were ig-
norant of my arr ival in the country
till I was at home, where I still feigned
to have permis sion to remain. To
carry on the deceit the bette r , I sent
to all my neighbours an d invited them
to come to rn y house . I took up my
papers at night and sent them to
Traguaine. It was a peculiar .stroke
of Pro v idence that 1 made the dis-
patch 1 did , for th ey soon suspecte d
me, and by a very favourab le acciden t
one of them was over heard to say to
the mag istrates of Dumfries , that the
next day they would insist on seeing
my leav e from government . This
was bru ited abou t , an d when I was
told of it , 1 expre ssed my surp rise that
they had been so backwar d in corning
to pay their respe cts ; but I said bet-
ter late than never ; be sure to tell
them t hat they shall be welcome
whenever they choose to come. This
was after dinner , but I lost no time to
put . every thing to readiness with all
possible sec res y, and the nex t morn *
ing before day-bre ak I set off again for
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London , with the same attenda nts ,
and , as before , I pot up at the smallest
inns , and arriv ed safe once more.

On my arrival the report was still
fresh of my journ ey to Scotland , in
defiance of their prohibition . A lad y
informed me that the king was ex-
trem ely incensed at the news, and had
issued orders to have me arreste d , add -
ing, that I did whatever I pleased , in
despite of all his designs, and that 1
had given him more troubl e and anx-
iety than all the other women in
Euro pe. For which reason I kept
myself as closel y conceal ed as possible,
till the heat of this ru mour had aba ted .
In the mean while I had the opinion
of a very famous lawyer , a man of the
stri ctest probity, he advised me to go
off as soon as the y had ceased sear ch-
ing for me. I followed his advice,
and in about a fortni ght after I es-
caped without any accident whate ver.
The reason he alleged for his opinion
was, th at thou gh in other circum-
sta nces a wife cannot be prosecuted
for savin g her husband 's Jife, yet in
cases of high treason , accordin g to the
ri gour of the law; the head of the wife
is responsibl e for that of her husband ;
and as the Kin g was so highly in-
censed , there could be no answerin g-
for the consequences. He theref ore
intreated me to leave the kingdom.

The King 's resentm ent was greatl y
augmented by the petitio n which I
had prese nted , contrar y to his expres s
orders. But my Lord was very anx-
ious tha t the petition might be pre-
sented , hoping that it would be ser-
viceable to me. I was in my own
mind convinced th at it would answer
no purpose , but as I wish ed to please
my Lord , I desired him to have it
dra wn up, and 1 undertook to make it
come to the Kin g's hands , notw ith -
standing all the precautions he had
taken to avoid it. So the 6rst day
that I hear d that the King was to go
to the drawing room , I dressed myself
in black , as if I had been in mournin g.
I sent for Mrs. Mor gan , the same
-who accompanied me to the Tower ,
because as I did not know his Ma -
jesty pers onally, I might have mis-
taken some other person for him. She
staid by me and told me when be was
comin g. I had also another lady
with roe, and we th ree remained in a
room between the King's apartment
and tfoe drawing room, so that lie was

obliged to go through it, and as the re
wer e th ree wind ows in it, we sat in
the middl e one, that I might have
time enough to meet him before he
could pass. I threw myself at his
feet, and told him , in French , that I
was the unfortunate Countess ofNiths-
dal e, that he might not preten d to be
ignorant of my person. But perceiv -
ing that he wanted to go off without
receiving my petition , I caught hold
of the skirt of his coat , th at he might
stop and hear me. He endeavoured
to escape out of my hands , but I kept
such stron g hold , that he dragged me
upon my knees from the middle of the
room to the very door of the drawing
room. At last one of the blue rib bons
whic h attended his majesty took me
round the waist , while another wrested
th e coat out of my hand. The petition
which I had endeavoured to thrust
into his pocket , fell down in the scuffl e,
and I plmost fainted away through
grief and disappointment. One of th e
gentlemen in waiting picked up the
petition , and , as I knew it ought to
have been given to the Lord of the
bed-chamber , who was then in wait -
ing, I entreated him to do me the fa-
vour to read the peti tion , which I had
the honou r to presen t , to his Majesty.
Fortunatel y for me it happend to be
Lord Dorset , witb whom Mrs. Mor -
gan was very intimate ; according ly
she went into the drawin g roo m, and
deliver ed him the letter , which he re-
cei ved very graci ousl y. He could not
read it then for he was at cards with
the prince , but as soon as the game was
over , he read it, and behaved, as I
afterwards learnt , with the warmes t
zeal for my interest , and was seconded
by the Duk e of Moatros e, who had
seen me in the anti-chamber and want-
ed to speak to me, but I mad e him a
sign not to come near me, lest his ac-
quaintance should thwart my design.
They read over the petitio n several
times , but without any success, but it
became the topic of their convers ation
the rest of the evening, and the hars h -
ness with which 1 had been trea ted
soon spread abro ad , not much to the
honour of the K ing. Ma ny reflected ,
that the y had themsel ves pres ented
petitions to the late Kin g, and that he
never rejected any, even the most indi-
gent object , but that this behaviour
to a per son of my -quality * w*» ft
strong instanc e of brutality . These
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reflection s, which circulated about ,
raised the Kin g^ to the highest pitch of
hat red and indignation agai nst my per -
son, as he has since allowed ; for when
all the ladies whose husbands had been
concern ed presented their petiti ons for
dowers, mine was presented amon g
them , but the Kin g said I was Hot en-
titled to the same privile ge, and in fact
I was excluded ; and it was remark -
able, th at he would never suffer my
name to be mentioned. For these
reason s every body judged it prudent
for me to leave the kingdom , for so
long »s the hatre d of the Kin g subsis-
ted, it was not probab le that I could

Book- Worm. No. XX I V .
Hill*s Vindication of the Fathers

against Eishop Surnet.
Sir , 'J uly  29, 1817.

IT cannot fail to brin g into question
the correctn ess of any opinion

when those who maintain it, with
sincerity and information apparentl y
equal , are yet unable to explain them-
selves to each other 's satisfa ction , or
rathe r when thei r definitions are com-
pletely at variance. Such , however ,
has been eminentl y the case respecting
a funda mental dogma of all established
Chur ches^ Papal or Protestant , for the
Souths and Sherlocks airnong learned
Trinitarians wiH be found , on inquiry,
to have been far more numerous than
the professed believers in a holy  and
undivided Trinity would, probably,
allow.

I was led to make this reflection
by havin g met , very late ly, with an
old book, quite new to me, written ,
with no small rancou r , against Bishop
Bwnet. The author , a brother
churc h-man , accuse)* the Bishop of
betra ying their common fait h by an
insuffic ient , 'or rather ah insidious de-
fence , and , at the same time, depre-
ciatin g the Fathers * whose author ity
has constituted , in establishmen ts espe-
cially, a main support of modern or-
thodoxy. The book to which I refer
has the foltowfn * titM :

" A Vindication of the Prilnitive
Fathers against the Imputations of
Gilbert, Lord Bishop of Safum, in his
Bfocourte on the Divinity and Death
of Christ, referred to the Sense and

escape from falling into his hands. I
accord ingly went abroad .

This is the full nar rati ve of what
you desi red, and of all the transactions '
relativ e to the affair. Nobody living
beside yourse lf could have obtained it
from me;% but the obligations I owe
you , threw me under the necessity of
refusing you nothing that bet* in my
power to do. As this is for yourself
a lone, your indul gence will excuse all
the faul ts, which must occur in thi s
long recita l. The truth you may de-
pend upon , attend to that and overlook
all deficiences . Love , &c.

Winifred Nithsdale.

Jud gment of the Chu rch Universal ,
the Arch-Bishop s and Bishops of the
Church of England, the two famou s
Universi ties of Oxon and Cambrid ge,
and the next Session of the Convoca-
tion. By Sam uel H ill , Recto r of
Kilmington in the Diocese of Bath and
Wells." 8vo. Pp. 190. London , 16Q5.

The title-page is also adorn ed with
a G reek quotation from Atbana sius,
recomme ndin g an adherence to the
opinions of the Father s, as enlightened
teachers of Gospel doctrine.

Of thi s author , who was an €hsonian9
Wood has given the following ac-
count :

" Samuel Hill, son of William Hill,
of South Petherton , in Somers et, be-
came a Servitor - of Lincoln College,
in the latter end of 1662, aged 14
years , tran sferre d himself afterw ards
to St. Mary 's Hall , and as a Mem ber
thereof , was admitted Bachelor of
Arts on 15th Nov 1666, which was the
highest degree wh ich he took here.
Afterwar ds return ing to his nati ve
country , became at lengt h Rect or of
Kilmingt on there , and much esteemed
for his learni ng and zeal for the
Chu rch of England. A. O* 2nd Ed. ii.
1OOO.

This zeal fo r the Church * aad espe-
cially for her ** author ity in contro-
versies of faith v" according? to the
£Ot'h Article, has appeared On ray
author 's t itle-page, where lie bespeak s
a censure from •« the next Session of
the Con vocation." Tbe Lower House
of Convocati on in 170 1 did indeed as-
sail the Bishop, buls they had a J fttgher
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object th an the Discourse—even his
" Expositio n of the Articles," which ,
according to Burners History, under
that year , they censured because •* it
allow ed a diversi ty of opinions, which
the Articles were framed to avoid,
and contained many passages contrary
to th eir true meani ng. " Whatever
unworth y design or antichristian spirit
actuated the Con vocation , an attentive
reader of the wor k can scarce ly ju dge
their censure to have been wholl y
misapp lied . The managemen t of a
work , designed , not so much to en-
courag e inquiry after divine truth as
to justi fy submis sion to human autho-
rit y, must indeed have often been
irksome to its autho r. In 1685, as
his son relates , he had " represented
to the clergy at Geneva ," with ap-
parent success, " the folly and ill con-
sequence of such subscri pt ions" as
thei r Consensus , " whereb y the ho-
nestest and wort hiest men were fre-
quentl y red uced to the necessity of
quitting the i r native country, and
seeking a subsistence elsewhere , whilst
other s of less virtue were induced to
submit , and comply agai nst th eir con -
sciences, and even begin their ministry
¦with ^ mental equivocation. " O. T.
FoL ii. 692. The mali gnity of Atter-
bury and his high-church partizan s,
Burnet might despise, but unless right
and wrong have different senses in
Geneva and England , he could scarcel y
have avoided to say of subscri pti on, as
his frien d Tillotson wrote of the Atha-
nasian Creed , I wish we were well rid
of it. Id. p. 719. But I must retu rn
to the subject of the Vindication.

Bishop Burnet 's son has thus de-
scribed his father 's sedulous atten tion
to the duties of his office : '* He every
summer took a tour , for six weeks or
two months , through some district of
his bishopri c, dail y preachin g - and
confirmi ng from church to church , so
as, in the compas s of three years ,
(besides his formal triennial visita-
tion ,) to go throug h all the princi pal
livings in his diocese. The clergy
near the places he passed throu gh,
general ly attended on him % therefor e,
to avoid being burdensom e in these
circui ts, he entertained them all at
Jiis own char ge. He likewise for
many years entered into conferences
with them, upon the chief heads of
iiiyinity : one of which he usual ly
mened at their meeting, in a discour se

that lasted nea r two hours ; and then
encouraged those present to sta rt such
question s or difficulties upon it as oc-
curre d to them." Id. ii. 7O6. The
author of the Vindication , a priest of
the adjoining diocese, attended one
of these conferences to satisf y his
doubts of the Bishop 's orthodoxy. He
rela tes the object and result of this
atte ndance in the following passage of
his preface :

" His Lordsh ip had been well assur-
ed by some of his most dutifu l clergy,
that the integrity of his faith was un-
der a common susp icion, for causes
which I shall thin k fit to suppress.
And this did so sensibl y affect him,
that thencefo rward all his advices and
discourses seem'd poi nted against
Deism and Socinianism , to work off
the jealousie of his clergy. And trul y
this seemed to be, not onl y a design-
ed , but an effectual essay hereunto ,
which he offered in the oral discourse
on the divinity and death of Christ ,
of which 1 myself was an audito r at
Warminster , in the year 1693, being
led thith er by a stron g desire to know
the senses of so great a prelate , on
those points which have employ ed my
theories for above twenty-seven years.

"And trul y, as it was then delivere d,
it gave a general joy and satisfac tion
to the whole corona of the clergy, and
to my sel f also ; for thou gh there were
some little fail ures , I attributed those
to the inevitable looseness of a prese nt
effusion , since all the substance seem-
ed even heartily Orthodo x and Chris-
tian , without any indecencies toward
the Fathers , or flouts at the received
notions or forms \ and with , most pas-
sionate concern against the Socinian
imp ieties. For though , indeed , he
commended the forei gn Socinians for
their morals , yet ours he severe ly
condemned for a rout of profli gate and
irreligious villains. "

It is difficult not to reply mentins
imp udentissimd to this bold asserti on $
nor can any one acquainted with the
Bishop 's character and associa tions
believe that he could thus calumn iate
the English Unitarians. This oral
discourse was, however , put to the
press in 1693, being the second of
" Four Discourses to the Clergy of his
Diocese/ * It was animadverted upon
by an anonymous Unitarian wr iter,
in a pamp hlet , printe d in 1694, in 4to.
eutitled € i  Considerations on the Ex*
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plication s of the Doctrine of tire
Tri nity, &c. In a Lette r to H. H."
Biograp hia Brit , iii. 29- Note II. The
Unitarian was soon followed by this
foe of the Bishop 's own house, whom
Burn et's biograp hers have left unno-
ticed. He thus expresses his disap-
pointm ent, adding a charge of varia -
tions, which requires for its support a
bett er authori ty than his own. As to
the charge of some part icula r practice
so darkl y insinuated , it is sufficient to
recollect that the Bishop appears to
have set his accuser at defiance.

" When I saw the discourse as it
came new dressed from the press , I
was quite confouded by a complication
of passions and amazements at the
changes mad e in it, especia lly by the
unfrien dly usage of the Fathers ,* and
gaudy charact er of the Socinian pro-
bity , justice and charity. Being thus
disappointed , no won der if my heart
was heated within me. And here -
upon 1 undertook to wr ite to his Lord-
ship my grief at those passages which
offended me, and another particular
practice of his Lordsh ip not to be men -
tioned here. This letter his Lord ship
resen ted very gr ievousl y as too free
and daring, and for that cause wrote
to me, th at he would admit of no dis-
cussion of par ticulars with a man of
my ill temper , who seemed made to
exercise the patience of better men.
But had I come and modestl y propo-
sed my exceptions , he could and
would have given me satisfaction ;
but if I would to the press for want
of " such priv ate satisfa ction, (as I had
forewarned his lordshi p) I might take
my course , .so that this book comes
out , even with his Lordsh ip's licence."

This vindicator finds " two thin gs
to urge against my Lord Bishop of
Sarum —that he very defectively (to
say no worse ) states " the church 's
" -faith and doctrine , in the' articles of
the Tr inity, and Incar nati on ," and
tha t '? he exposes the Fathers. 1' My
author goes on to repro ach the Bishop
because " he foully states the faith of
th e divinity ari d incarnat ion of Christ ,
and therein , of the holy . Trinit y.*'
This charg e is br ought against the
discourse for havi ng descri bed the Tri-
nitarian as one of " th ree opinions,''
and th us " is an insinu ation laid for
the communio n with Socinians and

* Preface to the Clergy .

Arians , which is a bl essed compre -
hension. " And agai n, " he calls it
an opinion only like that of the Soci-
nian and Arian. " My author , on the
contrar y, determines that " Cat holick
Faith ," or, in plain lan guage, his own
opinion , was " the Faith of the Uni-
versal Church (not the opinion of any
part y ) in the beginnin g ; and ther e-
fore the contrar y part ies and opinions
arisin g since (of what cut or size
soever) pertain not to this hol y bod y."
Vindic. pp. 1—5 .

The Bishop in his discourse appears
to have encountered difficulties com-
mon to all who are not satisfi ed with
the apostolic belief of one God9 even
the Father , and yet would avoid the
language of Tritheism , or , if that be
any thin g less, of Sherlock 's system
of three infinite minds. Thus the
Bishop qualifies his creed by the fol-
lowing declaration : " By Perso n is
not meant such a Being as we com-
monl y und erstand by that word , a
complete intelligent Being, but onl y
that every one of that blessed Three
has a peculiar distinction in himself,
by which he is trul y differen t from
the other two." Discourses, p. 31 , in
Vindic. p. 3- The Vindica tor objects
to this stat emen t, and remarks , with
a levity scarcel y to have been ex-
pected , that <* it being onl y such a
diversity that one is not the other , it
will as well agree to two or th ree
tobacco- pipes, for these are trul y dif-
ferent f rom each other/ ' Id. p. 16.
Still furthe r to expose the Bishop's
qualified belief in a Trinity of persons
in the God head , he supposes him to
hold the following dialogue with a
gentile candidate for Christian bap-
tism.

" Catechumen. My Lord , I am
an heathen philosop her , and willing
to be instructed in the princi ples of
the Christian faith m, I pray wh^t are
they ? Bysh. Fi rst our received doc-
trine is, that in the single essence of
God there are th ree. Catech. Three
what , my Lord ? Bish. Three reall y
disti nct from one anot her , more than
three nam es, modes and ceconomies.
Catech. My Lord , you tell me what
they are not , but I would fain know,
or have some notion what they are ^
and when you tell me there ar e three ,
the rules of logick , gram mar and
catechism require a substa ntive to
determin e the nense ; I pray, my Lord ,
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has your Catholic k Church , or your
Ghurc h of England given them no
characteristic k name ? Bish. Yes,
after Patri passiauism arose , she called
them persons as a test to discover
them . Catech. But why then had
you not thus stated the sum of your
receive d doctrine , that in God 's unity
of essence there are three persons ?
For , if this were received before or
since Patrip assianism , 'tis received
into you r Chr istian confessions. Per-
haps the Catholick Churc h may not
really mean that they rea lly are what
she calls them , that is, persons ; and
hence your Lord ship thoug ht lit to
omit it 5 I pra y, my Lord , deal openl y
with me, is it so, or how is it? Bish.
Trul y, sir , the church onl y means
that one is not the other ; that is all
that is intended in the term person.
Catech . This looks very catach res-
tical and inartifi cial ; but do not your
Scripture s teach them to be persons ?
Bish. No, they only call them by the
names of Fathe r, Son or Word , and
Hol y Ghost . Cat ech. But do not
your Scri ptures and your church es
teac h, that the first of these is reall y
a Father , and the second reall y his
Son ? Bish. This is one of the three
opinions that the Scriptures do so
teach. Catech. And is this the op i-
nion your Lordsh ip will explain to me ?
Bish. Yea, sir. Cat ech. Are Father
and Son then person al tit les ? Bish.
Yes, »h% among men . Cat ech. But
arc they not so in the Deity ? Bish.
Sir, the y are not called persons m
Scriptur e* hut onl y Father , Son or
Word* and Holy Ghost ; but we
mea n no more by persons , but that
one is not the other ; there ar e three ,
sir, that you may depend on ; but 1
pray, sir, do not press me against
liber ty of conscience to call them
persons, for I cannot tell wha t they
are , nor what to call them. Cat ech.
But, I pray, my Lord , why did your
Apostle blame the Athenian inscrip*
tioit •' to tfee unknown God," and pr o*
rai se to deolare him unto them , if he
taught no more notions of him than
that there are three I know-not-wh ats
in the God-head ? I am in hope I
shall find better inform ation from
your Fathers ; I pray , my Lord , wha t
U your opinion of th em herein > Bish.
Perhaps* sir, they home gone beyond
due bounds ^ contradicted each other and
themtelve*; they ns& mmny * impertine nt

similes, run out into much length and
confusion * while they talk of things to
others which they understand not them-
selves. Catec h. My Lord , if you
can teach me nothin g of your faith in
God , if you will reject the terms of
your church , to which you have
sworn your unfeigned assent, if you
dissolve the sense of your Scripture
terms into noth ing, and renounce the
wisdom of your Primitive Father s,
you force me to retr eat from my
hopes, and to devote my soul to the
societ y of the philosophers/ ' Id. pp. 19
—22.

It would be very difficult to rend er
interesting a farther examinat ion of
this volume- In the second part , be-
sides the defence of the Fathers , there is
an occasional attac k on Crellius , F, Soci-
»u», (id .p. IS6 9 ) an d " our countryman
Biddle ," who " was so convinced of
the err ors of his Socinian Fathers , that
he even scouts them, and roundl y fells
off to' the elder enemies of the Holy
Spirit , with whom he passed for a
created person. " Id. p. 137. Th ere is
also a refer ence to " that impostor San-
dius I" Id. p. 168. It is mentioned ,
not to the Bishop's praise , tha t he had
" exposed for doubted , in his Letter
from Zur ich, th at passage of St. John ,
1 Ep. v. 7." Id. p. 52. Ther e is
also a passa ge quoted from " Dr . Bur-
net 's Letter of Remarks upon the two
Stron g Box Papers," id. p. 170, They
were attribut ed to Charl es the Second ,
and are mention ed in Mon. Repos. X.
226. Th is Lette r, by the Bishop, was
not publis hed till \6SS. (See Biog-
Brit. iii. 36.)

The Vindi cator thus solemnly con-
eludes his labour : ** And now I am
resolved to end , though his divinit y
affords much more corr igible matter.
At the horro r whereof I leave him
to God 's mercy and the Chu rch 's
prayers ; but his writings of this .stamp,
either to his own ingenuous recanta-
tion , or canonical censure. " Risum
teneatis P A simple pr iest thus re-
proving a Bishop, aad suck an one as
Burnet ! !

This Vindicator surel y knew not
what spirit lie was of ; and it was
scarcel y worth y of the Bishop to re-
gar d such a publication. Yet Wood
8ay& that *• Bishop Burnet; angry at
tfans book , complains to the Bishop of
London [Compton Q that his chaplain,
R. Altham, late proctor of Oxford,

47O Hill's Vindication of the Fathers.
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should licence such a book , ful l of
scurr ility ; where upon the said Mr.
Altham was forced to make a sub-
mission or recantation ." A. O. 2nd
ed. ii. 1OOO. Accord ing to Wood ,
two answers to the Vindica tion imme-
diatel y appeared : " 1. Animadv ersion
on Mr. Hil l 's Book , entitled , &c. in a
Lette r to a Person of Quality. " 4to.
*« £. Rem arks of a Universit y Man
upon a late Book falsely called A Vin-
dication of the Fathers. " 4to. A. O.
2nd ed. ii. 1000.

VERMICULUS.

the souls of all their br ethre n from
this place of punish ment ; and pro-
babl y a fast , or at least a day of ab-
stinence , might have been inst ituted
on the occasion : but as this is only
conjecture , I shall be glad to see a
developement by any of you r able
Correspondents. *

ANTI - IMP OSITION.

Sir , /
SEVERA L al lusions have been re-

centl y made in your Repository
to the sy stem of population which
Mr. Mal thus has laboured to develope
and enfor ce. Some of these have
served more stron gly to convinc e me
of the falla cy and th e unha ppy ten-
dencies of tha t celebrated scheme. It
is, I fear , calculated to exert no genial
influence on the cha racter of the pre-
sent age. It sends a chillness into our
" heart of hearts. " It represses the
involuntary r isings of our kindest and
most charita ble emotions . It defends
the extrava gant luxur ies of the rich ,
while it represents as criminal the
most sacr ed affectio ns of the poor. It
gives a read y apology to the selfish ,
and covers the unfeeling bosom with
the addit ional steel of a philosophic
armour.

But I am well awar e that to ex-
press repugnance to a theory as a
matter of feeling or taste is not to
disprove it. To some, indeed , it may
seem a sufficient objection to the new

m^

doctrine of population , that it cont ra -
dicts the fi rst of the Almighty 's
blessi ngs. There is, however , uo ne-
cessity to stop her e. 1 t rust I shall
be able to shew not onl y that the
inferences derived fro m it are absurd .
but that the premises on which it
rests are unfounded.

Mr. M althus and his disciples main-
tai n, that the vast majorit y of human
miseries arises from the increase of
population being much more rap id
tha n that of food \ that while the for-
mer has a tend ency to multi ply in
geometrical , the latt er can only be
augmente d in an arit hmetical pro-
gression ; and that either the nat ural
progress of the species must be
checked , or war , disease and famine
must remove those who are intrude rs
at tlie banque t of life, and have no
place allotted to th em at nature's
table.

Sir , Jul y  21, 181 7.
IN your Repositor y for Apri l, [p.

2O9,] your Corres pondent Otiosus
menti ons a publicat ion of 1745 , in
which the author asserts that at that
time it was usual for the poo r to go
from one village to another begging
sou I cakes, and asks if any of your
readers have witnessed this. His
questio n I answer in the affirmative ,
and that the custom prevailed in that
part of England of which I am a na-
tive (Staffo rdshire ) > about thirty-seven
years ago, but I never knew any other
than children go on this errand. Once
on the occasion the littl e supp licants
treated me with one of their cakes,
which were made of oatmeal and
wate r, in the way in which crumpets
are made, and was the kind of whole-
some bread chiefl y eaten on those
days in that part . Mentioning this
to a female friend , she told me it was
practised there as recentl y as fourteen
or fiftee n years ago, and by adults as
well as childre n, and that th ey were
not restricted to the little cakes , but
recei v ed fruit or any thin g th at the
good folks were pleased to give them .

The supp licative song I have heard
them make use of was merril y run
over , and is as follows :

Pray you , good dame , a soulcak e, a soul-
cake ,

An app le, a pear , a plum , or a cherr y,
Or any gfood thin g- to make us merr y  :
One for Peter and two for Pau l,
And three for Him that made us all.

W hatever gave rise to the custom
I know not , but I understand that the
Roman Catho lics did , on certain days ,
invpke their saints on behalf of some
of thei r friends in purgatory, and I
suppo se QJ * thi s day (Au-Sou VsJ they
besought them for the restor ation of

On the System of M a lihits.



Now, if these propositions are true ,
it is '• passing strange " they should so
long have remain ed a secret. Men are
usual ly rather promp t in discovering
the immediate causes of thei r sorrows.
And yet the exuberance of population
was never , until the presen t age, found
to be the master-sp ying of human
woes. On the contrary, in anc ient
times the ma in str ength of a nat ion
was supposed to consist in the number
of its citizens. * And it is impossible
for the most perverted ingenuity to
trace an y large portion of the ills of
life to an excessive population as its
source. Even in the severest times
the death of a human being by famine ,
or even by disease arising from want ,
is a compar ativel y rare occurrence.
The for greater par t of the miseri es
of life have their ori gin in the artificial
desires , the inconsistent hopes, and
the guilty passions of man. For the
most part , they are altogether inde-
pendent of the scantiness of the ar-
ticles absol utel y necessary to sub-
sistence. Even the calam ities of want
which actual ly arise , may be traced
to much more obvious causes than a
disproportion between the people to
be fed and the means of feeding them ,
except in years when the usual pro-
duce fails. Instances of national dis-
t ress are occasion ed by the stagn ation
of tra de, the pressure of tax ation , the
fluctuations of credit , or more fre-
quentl y by the employment of large
num bers of active men in forei gn wars ,
who are to be supported from the
produce of lands which the y do not
assist to cultivate. In all the annal s
of carna ge, Mr . M althus cannot pro-
duce an instanc e in which a king has
made war in order to dispose of his
superfluous subjects. The evils of
bloodshed arise from the ambition of
man , not fro m the defi ciency of com :
and they would rage with equal fury
though food were ten times as plentiful.

* The sentiment expressed by the Ch orus
in CEdipus Tyrannus is in uniso n with all
the ideas of aucient statesmen :
'£1$, einf E g OLg esi 'g irj Ss y r}$,  uocTteq Kg oc-

Su v ocvSodcriv kcx Wiov rj Kevrj$ xoot-
I SI V '

\Q-£ &&kv is~ iv els ituqybs *) ate \>aZg ^~E.gr,(A,o$ ccy Sgouv ^r\ svvqik&tuj v 's<rcvm
Soph. (Edip .  TV. 54.

The diseases produced by luxury are
far more numerou s than those which
aris e from wan t. And yet, in defiance
of these facts, we are called on to* give
our assent to a system which ascri bes
the. miseries of the worl d to the per -
petual tendency of the species to
increas e beyond the means which
Provid ence has ordained for its sup-
port.

This mode of establishing theories in
defiance of experience is strikingl y ex-
emp lified in the conclusions which your
Corres ponden t H omo has drawn from
the system of Mal thus. -f- He states
his princi ples, and then draws as" a
practical inference from them, that life
is for^ the most par t a scene of wretch -
edness, and that existence is a curse.
Now it is almost too evident to be
mentioned , that the question of the
happiness or the misery of the species
is one to be determined by the exami-
nation of facts, and not by the dis-
cussion of theories . If, on the whole,
it should appea r that good is more
prevalent th an evil, that human beings
in general feel existence to be a bles-
sing and cling to it with fondnes s to
the last , no reason ing, however appa-
rentl y conclusive, can alter a convic-
tion founded on such a basis. And if,
on the ot her hand, an impar tial survey
of this earthl y scene should lead us
to the drear y belief that sorrow is
more abundant than joy, no develope-
ment of the causes of misery could
deepen the gloom, it is, indeed , the
tendency of the scheme of Malth us. to
chill all our hopes for the future im-
provement of man , by representing
the springs of his dist resses as neces-
sari ly coeval with his nature 3 bu t it
cannot aggravate the actual evils
of our condition . If the hope , the
love and the joy which surround
us are inconsistent with the conse-
quences which follow from that sys-
tem , the error must be in the
reasonings which lead to an impos-
sible conclusion. The most ingeniou s
argument could not persuade us tha t
the sun does not enli ghten the worl d,

f  See Mdn. Repos . p. 151. This writer
is certainl y eloquent in describing" the dark
side of human affairs. His views of society
are extensive ; but he seems to have caug ht
them th roug h a gloomy medium. They
are '* sicklied oyer with the pale cast of
thoug ht/'
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We should feel no hesitation in pro -
nouncing the reasoning sophistical ,
even though we could not discover
the precise point of its fallacy. So if
a man finds himself surrounded with
plenty, Mr. Malthus will fail to con-
vince him that he is in the midst of
famine , even though he should seem
to prove t hat the human race increases
faster than the mean s of subsistence ,
an d to shew that meu are born to be
starve d by all the triump hant progress
of a geometrica l pro gress ion.

But to return to the system itself,
which is represented as casting so
drearv a shadow over all earthl v
hopes- It seems to me to be founded
on the most fallacious princi ples. Its
mai n defect is, that it sets out wit h
regardin g man as a mere animal. It
takes his high instincts , his dear affec-
tions, his most mysterious emotions , as
matte r of calculation , to be cast up

M-

in the gross , and estimated by the
rules of ari thmetical series. It app lies
its mean and wretche d standard to the
human heart. It is bui lt on the sup-
position that the love between the
sexes is altogether low and sensual.
It assumes that man , in the ten derest
and most universal of his sympathies ,
is in no way distinguished from the
beasts that perish. Its fundame ntal

JB.

princ ip les could be correc t only as
app lied to creat ures , animated solely
by ferocious instinct , and destitut e of
reason , sentim ent , imag i nation an d
hope. To such a level does the firs t
calculation of Mal thus reduce his
species. It is but consistent that a

<-~ system which ultimatel y t h rows a
9 shade on the goodness of God should
t begin by debasing the characte r of
,; - man .

The whole of this witherin g theory
is founded on a comparison between
the tendencies of the human race to
multi ply, and the progress of the
means of subsistence. If the prin-
ciples of these calculations be erro-
neous, all the consequence s deduced
from them must fail. This I shall
now endeavour to estab lish.

And fi rst, the mutu al affection be-
tween the sexes is not subject to the
rea soning app lied to it by Malthus.
Who shall dare assert that it has no
relations but to time and sense ? It
is not of the earth , ear thly, it comes
over the soul with a aweet and raviarh -

ing calm, like a breeze from some
happier world. It brings with it glo-
rious hopes from afar , an d innume-
rable thoug hts of joy, as airy and
bri ght and unea rthl y, as the fleecy
clouds at sunset . It sheds its gentle
infl uence over all the affections , as
sprin g thro ws a soft green over the
visible creation. It steals upon us at
that period of life when the heart is
most in need of those cherishing - and
ennob ling joys which it never fails to
supp ly. Too soon we find the plea-
sures of our ear ly days gone, and their
innoce nce read y to forsake us. The
hi gh and noble beatings of the youth -
ful soul are stopped by the chilling
influence of the world. The bri ght
visions of romant ic virtue and sweet
d reams of spir itua l excell ence, which
encirc led infancy like a charm , are
dissolved as the knowled ge of life,
with its evils increases. Our percep-
tion s of things which are unseen be-
come dim as we gro w conversant
wit h the grosser realities of existence._j  _ .  , _ ,  _

We descend fro m the high range of
imaginar y good to the lower scenes
where an engrossing selfishness pre-
vails. Evil thoug hts crow d upon the
min d hith ert o unconscious of gust ,
which too often leave a stain behind
them, even when their immediate
temptations are most successful ly re-
sisted. We are now in imminen t-*-—*
dan ger of losing that fine polish and •
exqui site ename l of the soul , which is §
not only beauti fu l in itself, but the
best safeguard of the loveliest virtues *
and the best and purest affections. '*
The debasing spir it of commerce , the
wretched pur suit of gain , the exclu-
sive ambition of earthl y advancement ,
an d the allurements of world l y joy,
tend to deaden our feelings and to
hard en our hearts. At this critical
period it is that love comes to our aid
with prot ect ion as potent as that of a
" thousand liveried angels !'' It op-
poses all selfish desires by mak in g
anot her the sharer in our fondest
hopes and giving to us an object more
dear tha n our earthl y being. It
awa kens again our perce ptions of all
that is great and good around us,
within us and above us. When its
sweet light dawns on the mind , 4< the
splendour in the grass, the glory in
the flower," almost spa rkle in thei r
original lustre. We catch an other
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gleam of the bri ghtness which has
passed away . Nature appea rs to our
eyes covered with a new radiance ,
the green is softer , the white blos-
soms are purer , and the murmurs of
the breeze are more harmonious.
Existence seems lightened , the £vils
of the world are forgotten , and life
appears a hol y-day dream. The soul
discovers beaut y every where , and
" good in every thing. " It looks be-
yond deat h and the grave , for affec-
tion tends to its native regions , and
unites the enjoyments of earth and
heaven. This feeling has even now
the stamp of its immortalit y upon it.
Thus it has joys too celestial to be
expressed in human languag e, hopes
too rapturous for smiles, and thou ghts
•* too deep for tears/ '

As this affection tends to produce
so man y intellect ual pleasures , it is
absurd to suppose that the onl y hap -
piness of those who exper ience it is
to be found in an immediate union .
As soon as it is known to be mutual ,
all the desires of the heart are satis-
fied ; and is this to be regarded as
nothing? The mind then has its
inward pa radise , on which its ima-
gination will never be wear y of re-
posing* One form seems to stand in
the centre of all whom the individ ual
loves or reveres , aud to beckon him
onward to virtue and to joy. Often
in silence and solitude that beatific
vision steals over him in th e midst of
anxieus labour —not to enfeeble his
spiri t , but to impel him to fresh exer-
tions. JEveu the desire of fame, and
the ambition of advancement in the
world , become soft and genial emo-
tions when they are subservien t to
the pleasures of one whom he loves ;
while that idea increases the stimulus
which they are of themselves calcu-
lated to supp ly. In the cours e of
daily life, a hol y light is shed on all
around him from the object of his
affections, like that

which circled Uri ahs face divine ,
* And made a sunshine in the shad y p lace. '*

If I have sJiewn that love belongs,
in a high degree , to the spiritual part
of our nature , it is obviousl y very
differen t from the passion which the
scheme of Malthus supposes. It is
beyond the reach of his calculi . As
¦Well might lie attem pt to measure a

sunbeam with a hae, as to estimat e
the noble emotions of the soul by his
philosophy. And all his theor y falls
if his fi rst calculati on be shaken.

[To be continued,]
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Sir , Jul y  4, 1817-
rjHRAVELLl NG in a stage coach

B a few weeks ago, between Bir-
mingham and Shrewsbur y , I had a
long theo logical discussion with a
gentleman who appeared wel l ac-
quainted with man y of the conspicuous
supporters of what is termed ortho-
doxy in the present day, including
some distin guished members of the
episcopa l bod y. Findin g that I ma-
teriall y differed fro m him in my reli-
gious opinions , he broug ht forward
several texts which are thoug ht to
favour the strange doctrines , that
" the sin of A dam is by a j ust and
hol y God imputed to all his innocent
poste rit y, ' 1 that ** the man Christ
Jesus is the One Sup reme Jehovah /"
and that " an atonement has been
made by his blood for the sins of all
who , upon the merel y inferential inti-
mations supposed to be given respect-
ing them in the Scri ptures , can
believe things contradictory to hun-
dreds of p assages that are too plai n to
be p ossibly  misunderstood , and in
direct opposition to that reason which
is '* the candle of the Lord " withia
us, and without the free exercise of
which even the Calvinist must allow
that we could not be competent to
distinguish between Judaism and Hea-
thenism , between the Bible and the t
Koran.

He lamented the spread of Unita-
nanism , as a d octrine of all othe rs
most to be dreaded , and when I asked
him whether he had examined the
ar guments by which it is supporte d,
he said he had looked into some of
them ! and to justif y his not having
done more , he begged to relate the
anecdote which induced me to send
you this , and w hich I wiH give you
as nearl y as I can recollect in his
own words :

*' You have , doub tless , heard of Mr,
Newton , of Olney , the friend of the
poet Cowper j you have no doub t
also heard of the late Dr. Tay lor, of
Norwich, aud probabl y read same

—-̂ ^p^™-~
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of his works. These gentlemen were
well acquainted , and the latte r gave
the former a volume which he had
just published , in which some of his
peculiar reli gious opinion s were set
forth. Some time afterwards they
met , and the Doc to r asked Mr. N.
whether he had rea d his book : He
answered , tha t he had onl y looked into
it. You have had time enoug h to
read it throu gh , return ed the Doctor.
But , rejoined Mr. N., su ppose a friend
was to present me with a fine leg of
mutton , an d my cook sent it to table
beautifull y d ressed , b ut t he moment
I put my knife into it I perceived it
tainted ; should I not instantl y send
it away ?" ,

Could a mor e effectual method of
evading all chance of conviction , all
possibility of escape from error or
prejudice have been devised ? I could
not help remindin g my fellow-traveller
that if the Catholics of his native Ire -
land , for whose conversion he was so
laudabl y zealou s, were to adopt the
princi ple which he recom mended , and
upon which he acted , all hope of
success must immediatel y vanish ; as
the moment they discovered from the
preaching or writings of Prote stants ,
that they denied the infallibilit y of
the Pope, or the, doctrine of t ran sub-
stantia tion , (for which , by the way,
there is more direct script ura l evidence
than can be found for that of th e
Trin ity,) they would instantl y " per-
ceive the taint " and refuse to hear or
read a single seutence more.

M. H.
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—^—
Sp eech of the Right Reverend the Lord

Sishop of Norwich, in the House of
Lards, on Friday the \Qt7i of May,
181 7, in favour of the Catholic
Pet itions.y Mv Lords ,

THE appointment of the learned
Prel ate \Marsh ~\ to the last vacant

See \JLlandaff ~\ gave great satisfaction
to every friend of literature and of reli -
gion ; and to no one more than to my-
self. I cannot however allow either my
persona l regard for him , or the rea l re-
spect which 1 hav e for his abilities , to
hinder me from express ing, in this pub-
lic manner , the deep regre t which I feel
at the misapp lication of those abilities
in support of a proscri ption the most
unjus t, the most unwise , .  the most

cruel , and in point of duration the
longest, which is to be met with in the
history of the world ,—a proscri ption ,
my Lords , which excl udes between
four and five millions of meritorious
and loyal civil subjects from their civil
privileges ; thoug h they have given to
t he Govern ment under which they
live , the most unequivocal pr oofs of
civil allegiance : proofs admitted to be
unequivoc al by the very G overnment
which continues thei r exclusion ; and
can therefore continue it solel y on
account of their conscientious adhe-
rence to the innocent religious opinions
of thei r forefathers : I say, my Lor ds,
innocent reli gious opinions (though ,
in our jud gment , er roneous) , which
were impressed upon their minds , in
earl y youth , bot h by precept and by
examp le. In this intolerant country
(for so it is latel y become ) I shall
probabl y be censured for using the
phrase " innocent rel igious opinions :"
but I should hope still , that the reli-
gious opinions of a Fenelon and a Pas -
cal ; the reli gious opinions of some of
the most polished nations on the con-
tinent ; and of severa l hi ghl y respect-
able noblemen and gent lemen of this
country, with whom we are in the
habit of mixing every day in friendl y
intercourse ; men, who possess n atural
understandings as clear , intellectual
improvements as considerable , and
moral characters as irreproachable as
t he best of us; I should hope , I say,
that the relig ious opinions of such
men may be deemed innocent , with-
out giving just cause of offence to any
well-informed , any liberal , or an y
candid mind. In dependently of this
consideration , 1 have the san ction of
the Legislat ure itsel f for making use
of the phrase " innocent rel igious
opinions. " In different Acts of Parli-
ament which hav e passed during the
present rei gn, in Ireland , the rel igious
tenets of the Cath olics are vindic ated
from the imput at ion of being either
pern icious or unsocial ; these are, 1
believe, the words of the pr eamble ;
and it is added , that when they have
ta ken the well-know n oath and decla-
ration , they shall be considered as
good and loyal subjects, and fit to
serve His Majes ty. Th is oath, my
Lords , they have taken , and / they
have made this declaration : I there '-
fore agai n say, that they are excluded



from their civil privileges, solely on
account of thei r innocent religious opi-
nions. Upon what groend , then ,
does my learne d fr iend rest his defence
of a system, which in defiance of rea-
son and of experience , and of the
general practice of other countries ,
makes reli gious opinions, and not civil
conduct , the quali fication far civil
offices ? A system , which is rep robated
abroad by every statesman , on account
of its impolicy, as we ' were Jast year
informed by a nobJe Ea rl (Aberdeen)
on this side of the Hou se, who is a
very competent jud gej and is most
unquestionabl y disap proved of at
home, by every consistent frien d to
civil ami reli gious libert y. M y learn-
ed friend , if I understood him rightl y,
asserts , that an individual who objects
to our ecclesiastical establishment ,
cannot be so good a subject as he who
approves both of that and of our civil
constitution also. To this a rgument
it appears to me a sufficient answer to
say, cross the Tweed, or take a
voyage to Canada , the Roma n Catholi c
inhabitan ts of which province , not
many years since, gave more tha n
common proofs of their loyalty.

I beg your Lordshi ps* pa rdon for
intrudin g upon your patience ; but it
is probabl y the last time 1 shall ever
trouble you upon this or upon any
other occasion ; and perhaps I ought
Dot to do it now, for the question is
not of a reli gious but of a political
nat ure : it is not, wheth er th is or that
system of reli gious doctrines be the
most scriptura l , or this or that form of
ecclesiastical govern ment be the most
perfect ; but , whethe r the Union of
Ireland with Great Britain shall be
nominal or real : whether it shall b€
a substantial consolidation of re-
sources, of talents , of interest , and of
aflfection ; or a mere empty, delusive
titl e : and whet her the loyal , the ge-
nerous , ajid the affectionate inha bit -
an ts of that unfortunate countr y shal l
in future be the firmest bulwa rk of
your empire , or the burthen and
vexation of it. This, jmy Lords , is a
question , not for divines * not for ferw-
yera, not for young and presum ptuous
politicians * but for sober , exper ienced
statesmen to decide ; and to them I
vewy willingly leave it, requestin g
o»*y your JLovds$iip»' ptrnisBsen . to
nfcafce a torn brief tieauask ? upon  ̂sub-

ject somewhat more with iii my own
pr ovince ;—I mean the domestic ^ no-
mination to the Cathol ic bishoprics of
I reland.

A nxious to /jneet not onl y the rea-
sonable objections, but even the al-
lowable prej udices , of thei r fellow-
subjects and fellow-christian s of the
Established Church , the Catho lics of
I re land brin g forward a proposal ,
which proves at least s st rong desire
on thei r part to adopt some conciliatory
adj ustment , which may be sati sfactory
to you , and not incompatib le with
the doctrines of thei r reli gion, or es-
sential ly inj urious to its discipline.
Such a desire demands most assuredl y
from us a corresponding spi rit of mo-
deration . The Cathol ics conclude ,
and I suppose j ustl y, that the two
great objects which the Leg islatu re
has in view, are , in the firs t place, to
ascertain the charact er for loyalt y- and
a peaceable disposition of the ittdiv i-
dual who may be nominated to a
bishopric when any vacanc y occurs ;
and in the next place, to prevent , as
far as possible, all forei gn inte rference.
The plan suggested by the petitione rs
seems calculated to answe r these two
purposes , with sufficient eff ect. I do
not , however , niean to weary your
Lordsh ips' attention , by entering
upon the discussion of so complicate,
and in its different bear ings so exten -
sive a subject, especia lly as it has al-
ways appeared to me, that there is no
occasion whatever for departin g from
the pr esent mode of electing Catholic
bishops in Irelan d ; and still less for
accompan y ing- an extension of civil
pri vil eges wit h additio nal ecclesiastical
restrictions , of such a nature as, in
the jud gment of one of the parties
concerned , will mate riall y lessen, if
not entirel y destroy, the value of any
indul gence which may be gran ted .
In common life, we should thirek a
man mana ged vefy ill, who did a
favour with so bad a grace as to confer
no obli gat ion upon the pers on who
received it *, and in matters of a public
natu re the case is still stronger. Were
it otherwise , is there or has there
been , from the time of the Restora tion
to the presen t hour, any thing in the
character or conduct of the Cat iiolic
bisho ps of Ireland , or of their clergy,
which call* fer that alter ation in their
ecclesiast ical discipline, vrtoch it u
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the design of the luminou s " Report
of the Secret Committee of the Hou se
of Commons ," in some shape or other
to br ing about ? With respect to the
Catholic bishops , it woul d be diffic ult
to point out any body of men who
have displayed more loyalty upon all
occasions, or who have more earnest-
ly endeavoured to impress upon the
minds of the lower orders of society
the important duty of civil obedience.
Read th eir Pastoral Charges : through
every page of those excellent publica -
tions, the genuine spirit of Christian
charity is diffused ; and the beneficial
effects ©f their exertions were acknow-
ledged in more instances than one by
the Government of Ireland. Nor are
the Cath olic pri ests of Ir eland less
remarkab le for the exemplary dis -
charge of thei r ministerial function .
I speak , my Lords , of what I have
repeate dly seen an d known. Is in-
fancy to be instru cted,—is youth to
be admon ished,—is old age to be com-
forte d,—are the consolations of reli-
gion to be administered to *a dying
peasan t in his last moments,—the
priest, however inconvenient to him,
kr always at his post. He traverses a
wide an d dreary bog, in the midst of
the darkest night , ̂  an d of the most
tempestuous weather ,—
" No dangers fri ght him , and no labours

tire 5"
and for all this laudable performance
of pro fessional dut y, he receives no-
thing which deserves the name of a
compensa tion, in the present life. It
is, my Lord s, with heartfelt satisfac-
tion that I go out of my way to bea r
my humble testimony in favou r of
men whose merits are very- much
under-rated ; and who are but too
frequentl y neglected by those who,
from worldly motives, should pay
them attention ; were it only on ac-
count of the influe nce which they
deservedl y have over the min ds of
their numero us congregations ; an in*
fluewce which , if prop erl y directe d,
would prove incalculabl y useful to
the Govern ment of I relan d ; an influ-
ence to which we are at this moment
in great measure indebted for the
calm resignation with which thou-
sands of miserabl e wretches bear up
against an almost total want of food,
of ckrthees , and of fire. Sucb being
the chara cter nod oaaduet of thes£

excellent ministers of the Gospel,
where , I again ask , is the expediency
of maki ng any altera tion in the ir ec-
clesiastical discipline ; admitting, for
a moment, the right of a civil govern -
ment to interfere in the ecclesiastical
discipline or doctrine of individuals dis-
senti ng from the Established Church ,
but maint aining no doctrines either
subversive of morality or injurious to
the welfare of the Stat e,—a ri ght ,
which I was taug ht in earl y life to
cal l in question by two of the greatest
master s of reason whom this or any
other country ever produced —I meat*
Locke and Hoadle y ? It is n6t ,
however , my intention to abuse your
Lordsh ips' indulgence by engaging
in abstract disquisitions. I shal l
ther efore only observe further , in
answer to those who say, and say
most truly, that it is indispensabl y
necessary that we should have ample
security for our own civil and eccle-
siastical establ ishment ,—nothing, my
JLord s, can be more incontrov erti ble
than thi s position—not hing more
just than the principle on which it
rests ; but surel y it is a principle
which ought to be app lied with some
referen ce to a reasonab le apprehension
of dan ger . It is not every idle fear,
every mean and na rrow suggestion of
bigotr y, ever y injurious suspicion,
ever y ill-grounded jealousy , which
can justif y the exclusion of fi ve mil-
lions of loyal civil subjects from their
civil pri vileges- Shew me, said a
ver y able , a very eloquent , and a very
honest pat riot , in anot her place,—
shew me a real danger , an d you shall
hav e any security you wish for. This
challenge , my Lord s, never has been
accepted , and , though no prophet ,
I dare venture to foretel l, never will.
With a man who can seriousl y per-
suade himself that the admissio n of
six respectab le noblemen into this
H ouse, and of not twenty-si x into the
other House of Parliament , would un-
dermine the fabric of our incomparable
Constitution , it is impossible to reason :
there must be somethin g more than
reason at the botto m of ms objections *
In truth , he who now talks oT danger
from Popery, would (asJD r. Jaf anson
observed) liare cried out fire in the
defoge* 1 ah&tf detain your Lord-
ships no longer. You have it stilt
in your power , by acceding to the
prayer of the petiti oner* for fcirtf pri-
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vileges, unaccompanied by Vetoism,
to tranquillize one-third part of your
population ; and to gratify exceed-
ingly another third part, consisting of
Protestan t Dissenters, and of man y,
very many, members of the Esta-
blished Church-—But may I be per-
mitted to add, that no t ime is to be
lost. The Catholics of Irelan d, and
of England also, have for more than
a century displayed a moderation , a
forbearance, a meek endurance of ill,
which would have done credit to
any of the primitive martyrs : but
it is not reasonable to expect that they
will always continue equally patient
and submissive ; nor, perhaps, is it
even to be wished that they should do
so -, for there is a degree of insult and op-
pression, which not only justifies resist-
ance, but which makes non -resistance a
tame, passive, criminal servilit y, un-
worthy of freemen , and dangerous in
a free state; for slaves have ever been,
and must always be, dangerous sub-
jects. Whether the wrongs of iujured
Ireland have reached this degree, I shall
not presume to determine ; bu t sure 1
am that there is very little of human
policy, and still less, of Christian cha-
rity, in approaching it so nearly.

478 Mr. Mann ing, Mr. J. Wesley, Mr. Emlyn.

Sir, Aug. 8, 1817.

I 
HAVE referred to the article of
W. Manning, in Calamy 's Account

a.ndContinuation 9where he is described ,
in substance, as at p. 377, except that
the Continuation is more exact than
the Memorial, mentioning only one
work, as your Correspondent has cor-
rectlv stated.

Mr. Manning's intimacy with Mr.
Emlvn is noticed in the life of the
latter by his son. 174 6. (P. xiii.) It is
on the authority and in the words of the
Life, tha t the Account, p. 384, is given
of Mr. M/s fruitless attempts to make
Mr. E. a Socinian. The biographer
has also preserved ( p. xix ,) au extract
from one of his Father's let ters to Mr.
Mannin g, dated from Ireland, April
1, 1697.

Now f have mentioned Mr. Emlyn ,
I will refer to a passage in WhistoiTa
Memoirs, 2nd ed. p . 121, where he
speaks of " Mr. Joh n Wesley, one
among the present Methodists 'V[ 1740]
as " havi ng lalelv shewed somewhat of
a true Christian temper, in unsay ing
what he had heard about Mr. EmJyii. "
I think I have unders tood, from a ve-

nerable friend , once in the Methodist
connexion, that Mr. Wesley used, in
his circuits, to visit Lowestoff. There,
probably, he repeated some idle tale,
which he had too hastily credited.

Comparing the Life of Emly n and his
Narrative with the Article in the J5io-
grap hia Brn ttanica , I was sur pr ised to
find two'in teresting passages omitted.
One is the countenance given to the
prosecution by several Irish Prelates,
•' those reverend Fathers, who were
Assessors on the bench ," as Mr. Emlyn
refers to them, Nar. p, 37. Among
these the Primate, Dr. Marsh, and the
Archbishop of Dublin, the learned
Dr. Willia m King, thus disgraced
themselves. The former still farther
discovered the tender mercies of State
Churchmen, by demanding ** as the
Queen 's Almoner, a shilling in the
pound of the whole fine," of 1000^.
then " reduced to 70/. which was
paid into her Majesty Queen Anne's
Exchequer." Mr. E. adds, " I thought
his fees must have been reduced pro-
portionably to her Majesty 's reduce-
ment, and that the Church was to be
as merciful as. the State; but I was
mistaken herein- In short, after se-
veral applications and letters to him,
he would have twenty pounds of me,
and so it w as paid him ; who thought
it no blemish to his ch arity or gene-
rosity, to make this advantage of the
misery of one, who, for conscience to-
wards God, had endured grief." Nar.
p. 41.

The other passage omitted is given,
in the Life, p. xxxvii., fro m Sir Richard
Steele's Dedication to the Pope, of
his " Account of the State of the
Roman Catholic Religion, 1715."—
Having mentioned the trou ble " expe-
rienced particularly in Ire land by one
who could not see exact ly what" other
Protestants '* saw about the nature of
Christ before his appearance in this
world ," he tells the Pope, .«' As with
you , a man had better blaspheme Al-
mighty God, than not magnify the
blessed Virgi n, so with man y of us it
is much more innocent, and less ha-
zardous to take from the glory of the
Father than ofhis.Son. Nay, to bring
down the Father to a level with his
own Son is a commendable work, and
the applauded labour of many men
of leisure ; but to place the , Son below
bis own Father in any degree pf real per-
fection, this is an unpardonable err or ;



 ̂
Sir, Bromley , July 6th9 1817-

npHE series of papers entitled
JL *• Gleanings, or Selections and

Reflections, made in a course of ge-
neral reading," commencing in Jan.
1809, have since formed a very inter-
esting part of your literary journ al.
They comprise a great variety of ex-
tracts from a large num ber of authors,
on curious or important subjects, and
frequentl y with appropriate observa-
tions. Among these, at p. 595, of
your last volume, one is given from
No. 23, of the Athenian Mercury,
principally respecting the Quakers.
From this passage, in connexion with
other " facts," it is shewn " that the
Quakers of a century ago were ac-
counted and described as Unitarians."
Without attempting to cont rovert th is
weli-established fact, *' a member of
that society," who informs you he
has " endeavoured to obtain a correct
knowledge of its principles, by a pe-
rusal of its publications, is of opinion
that its earl y members were not Uni-
tarians," and in p. 346, of your last
number, expresses his ** surprise7 ' at
what he calls " an attempt to proveV
that they " were." He thinks " that
such an opinion is not founded in
truth :". and , therefore, in order to
"set the question at re»t," he gives
more than twenty " extracts from the
writings of its early, and most approved
members " which he supposes " clearly
and unequivocal ly prove that they be-
lieved in the Divinity or Deity of Jesus
Christ, although" he admits at the
same time \hqX " they rejected the

idea of three distinct and separate
persons" in the Deity, " and also the
term Trinity ," by which that " idea*
is intended to be conveyed, €€ as not
to be found in the Sacred Writings."
By what other appellative he would
designate the belief of the early
Quakers in the strict Unity of God
he does not say. If they rejected, as
he allows they did , both the name and
the idea of a distinction of persons in
the One Supreme, they cannot surely
in his jud gment be properly consi-
dered as Trinitarians. Nor will any
of the passages he has adduced prove
their titl e to the reputedl y orthodox
name, under any of its various modi-
fications.

But he tells us that « Penn's Sandy
Foundation Shaken, on a review of
the circumstances under which it was
composed ," appears to him " to have
been written on the negative side of
the question only," and that " Wil-
liam Perm himself, about five years
after , asserts that this was the case."
This is a mistake. In reference to
that work, its author has said no such
thing. At the preceding disputation
he and George Whitehead also were,
no doubt, very decidedl y "engaged in
the nega tive, concerning the common
doctrine of distinct and separate per-
sonality ," because the question at
issue, between them and their Trini-
tarian opponents was, " whether they
owned One Godhead , subsisting in
three distinct and separate persons,"
which it appears they " denied—as a
doctrine no where scriptural." Works.
Vol. I. p. 251.

Your readers should know that the
person spoken of in the 12th Extract,
as becoming so intimate with Penn
and Whitehead on this occasion, was
Thomas Firmin, a man with whose
highly estimable character many of
them are acquainted . I shall there-
fore give Penn 's account of this trans-
action more entire, than it is gi ven in
th is extract, and I should be much
gratified to see Firmin's also, which
perhaps some of your readers may be
able to furnish. After say ing thlat
*' He and some others fell into great
intimacy " with them, Penn adds,
" Who but we in his and their
thoughts ? at what time they were
wot quite discovered by us: but pul-
ling off their masks, at last we found
them to have been the followers of
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so unpardonable, that all hands were
united against that unhappy man ;
and he found at length, that he had
much better have violated all God's
commandments, than have interpreted
some passages of Scripture differently
from his brethren. The Nonconfor-
mists accused him, the Conformists
condemned him, the Secular* p ower
was cal led in , and the cause ended in
an imp risonment and a very great f ine ;
two methods of con viction about which
the gospel is silent.

No Trinitaria n could have sincerely
indited some of these sentences. " The
Dedication is supposed to have been
written by Hoadley ," according to the
Biog. Diet 1784. XI. 568, though I
know not on what authority.

IGNOTUS.



J . Biddle, in that which is commonl y
called the Socinian , way ; and that
thei r peculiar regard to us came from
an implicit vindication of one of their
p rincip lesi [the one above-mention ed]
for which we came tinder the scan-
dal and odium of Socinians : pul pits
rang how the Quake rs had unmasked
themselves on that occasion ; and their
warm dispute s, in our defence, did not
a. Jittle strengthen the common reports
that went of us, and me in particular.
When my book , intitu led the Sand y
Foundation Shaken , came out , it
being a f arther detection of what we
[the Quakers ] call errors , and it hap-
pening that Socinians did the same9 as
if I was a rank Socin ian , (who had
never read anv one Socinian book in
all my life, if looked into one at that
time) so, these men," &c. as given by
your Correspondent. Hence it is plain,
that near five years after the termina-
tion of Penn 's imprisonment in the
Tower of London for publishing this
work , he openl y avowed, on behalf of
the Quaker s, the doctrines it main-
tains, and a rejection of those it holds
up as erron eous, although he was con -
scious of the odium, himself and his
frien ds there by incurred , as it hap-
pen ed " that Socinians did the same.'*
Nor did he then or afte rwa rds so far
as I know , ever admit that the Apo-
logy for that wor k was in any degree
a •* Retraction. " I am aware he pro-
fessed his belief in " the Divinity and
even in the Deity of Christ ,*' both be-
fore and after its public ation, but it
seems to me always in such a sense,
as app eared to him perfectl y consistent
with the tenour of the Sandy Founda-
t ion Shaken.

And I will venture to say, that what-
ever real or appa ren t inconsistency
can be pointed out between this work
aud its Apology, or between the for*
mer and any other part of his writings,
I ana fully persuaded a similar , and as
great a degree of real or apparent in-
consistency, naay be discovered be-
tween different parts of his works
intituled , <c Tbe Guide Mistake n or
Tempori zing Rebuked ," which was
certainl y pub lished, and he says ** reacT
by his fr iend Thomas Firt nin " before
the Sandy Fou ndation was thoug ht
of." Aud what is in my mind of much
more importance as to a successful
vindication of William Peon 's since-
rit y,, in professin g throug h life to en-

ter tain such apparently opposite opi-
nions, he published the form er work
at a time when he had just made
almost as great sacrifices to rel igious
princi ple, as any in an , not called upon
to become a mart yr at a stake , ever
evinced .

Fr om this wor k the 10th extra ct
" f rom Friends 1 Writings " is made. It
refers to twelve queries , the last of
which is, '• Wh ether it were not mor e
suitable to tr uth and Scri pture record ,
to avoid all dark conceits, schoolmen 's
quidditi es and vain j ang lings, and to
believe « That God was, and is in
Christ (who is in us except we be re-
probates ) reconciling the world, or men
un to himself ' " The eleven others ar e
equall y distant from any leaning to-
ward s reputed orthodox y, it can ther e-
fore have been onl y upon the Sabellian
h ypothesis , or the in-dwelling scheme
as it is sometimes called , that William
Penn used such language concernin g
Jesus Christ , as he has subjoined to
these queries . Nor can any other
construction be, I .think , justl y af f i x ed
to the 1 lth extract from his Tract ,
intituled '* Iunocency wit h her Open
Face," which was written while he
was a close prisone r under an arbitrar y
warrant from a Secret ary of State .

He complains , it # is true , in the
paragrap h which follows the 12th
extra ct, that his ** Chr istian reputa-
tion hath been unworthil y. traduced ,
by severa l persons, posting out thei r
books against him, whilst a close p ri-
soner." But these authors were , he tells
us, 4* beating the air and fightin g with
thei r own shad ows, in supposing what
he never thou ght; much less writ of,
to be the intentio n of bis book/ 1 He
adds, *' As for my being a Socinian,
I must confess I have read of one
Socinus, of a noble family in Ital y,
who, about the year 1574, being a
young man, did voluntaril y abando n
the glories, pleasu res and honours of
the great Duke of Tuscany's Court
at Floren ce—and became a p erp etua l
exile f o r  his conscience, whose parts ,
wisdom, gravity and just behav iour
made him the most famous with the
Polonian and Trans ylvanian chur ches;
but I was never baptized into his 'Mime,
and therefore cteny tha t reproac hful
epithet ; and if in any tiring I acknow-
ledge the verity of hin doctr ine, it is
f a r  tfte truth ** sake, of *#hich , in mttny
things, he had a clearer pf esrpect than
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most of his contem poraries ; €i but not
tl*erefoi *e a Socinian , any more than a
son of the English Church , whilst
esteemed a j&uaker , becau se I justif y
many of her 'pr inciples,* since the Re-
formation , against the Roman Church ."
Vol. L p. 268.

In the Tra ct fro m which the 13th
extract te taken , Pen n gives the follow-
ing explan ation of the sense in which
the earl y Quakers understood , Rom.
ix. 5, and confessed Christ to be
" God over all. " He th ere says, " We
acknowl edge Christ in his double ap -
p earance , as in the flesh, of the seed of
Abraham, so in the spirit , as he is God
over all, blessed f or  ever. Wherein,"
adds he, " is a full confession both to
him as a -blessed Person, and as a divine
p rincip le of light and life in the sou] ;
the want of which necessary and evi-
dent distinction  ̂ occasions our adver-
saries fre quent mistakes about our be-
lief and application of the Scriptures
of truth , concerning Christ in that
twofold cap acity." PennV ideas of
Christ personall y considered / as ex-
pressed in the sam e page were, that
he was " p rop erly and truly the son of
man on earth , and is now as truly trie
son of man in glory," not God over all,
but the firs t born from the dead , " as
the head of our manhood , which shal l
also be glorifie d , if we receive him into
our hearts , as the true light that leads
in the way of life etern al, and continue
in well-doing to the end. " Works.
Vol . IT. p. 785.

And in anoth er wor k of Penn 's,
intitled " The Christ ian Quaker , and
his divine testimony stated and vindi-
cated , from Scrip ture, reason and au-
thority, "—Works. Vol. I. p. 541 > he
says, " There are not two lights, lif es9
natures or sp irits in God. He is one
for ever in himself, and his light one
in kind , however variousl y he may
have declared himself or manifested
it, at sundr y times of the worl d. His
truth is one, his way one, and his rest
one for ever. " I intended to have
briefl y noticed the context of the ex-
tr acts from Barclay, Clarid ge, Sewel,
and those from the Yearl y Meet ing
Epistles , but fearing I have alread y
tr espassed too far on the patien ce of
your readers in general on " a purel y
histor ical question ," of little inte rest
to " them, I will now conclud e with
Penny exhortati on in the Pref ace to
tlnVwork , «« to the noble Bereans" of

t«l. xii. 3 o

the age in which he lived, to examine
for them selves the truth of doctrine s
by the Scri ptures , and by repeatin g
his earnest wish es for their success.
€ < Degenerate not ," says he, " from
the example of your progenito rs. If
you do, you are no longer true JBereans,
and to such , we inscribe this w ork .
If you do not , we may assure ourselves
of a fair inquir y and an equal jud g-
ment.

" The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Chr ist augment your desire after
truth , giveyou clea re r discerning ofthe
truth , and enable you more readil y to
receive , and with greater resolution
to mainta in the truth. " Unitin g cor-
diall y in these good wishes for all
your rea ders , 1 am, &c.

T. F.
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Letter to Rev. J - Howe, of Bristol,
f rom Dr. Stock, up on the latter em-
bracing Trinitarianism .
[Th e following lette r is no longer

private : two different copies have
been sent to us, one in print : we in-
sert it into the Monthl y Repository,
willing that the Trinitarian s should
have the benefit of the utmost publi-
city tha t we are able to give it. JEd. ]

Clifton,
My Dear Sir , Nov. 6, 1816.

I
SCARCELY know in what terms
to begin this letter , or how to

communicate to you the object of it,
yet I am anxious to be the first to
convey to you the intelli gence, because
I am unwilling that it should reach
you, unattended by th ose expressions *
of person al rega rd and respect , by
which I could wish that it should be
accompanied. It will sur prise you to
be tol d, th at it is become with me, a
matter of absolute duty to with draw
mysel f from hencefort h, from the
Lewin 's Mead Society .

Yes, my dear Sir , such is the fact.
In the month of Jul y last , my profes-
sional attend ance was required for the
Rev. Joh n Vernon , the Baptist mi-
niste r of Downend , who was then on
a visit to a friend in Bristol. I found
him very ill, so much so, that his
other medical attenda nt and myself,
had jud ged it necessary that he should
suspen d all his pub lic labours . After
attendin g him here * two or three days,
he removed to Downend, ' where I
have since continued to see him abbut
once a week- He felt it af dut y to endea-



Your to lead me to reconsid er my reli-
gious opinions j and at length with
much delicac y and timid ity led to the
subject. I felt fully confident of their
tr uth , and did not on my part , shun
the investigation. For some weeks
his efforts did not produce the smallest
effects ; and it req uired all the affec-
tionate patience of his characte r, to
induce m%to look upon the arguments
on his side, as even wor th examining.

This spirit of levity , however , was
at length subdued and restr ained , by
the affectiona te earne stness of his man-
ner. Now and then he prod uced a
passage of Scri pture which puzzled
me exceedingly. But as 1 was always
distrust ful, I scarcely every allowed
any weight to it, till after I had coolly
examined it at home. I began how -
ever , sometimes, to consider whether
it were not p ossible that his observa-
tions might contain some truth , and
of course was led to examine them
with more care and impartiality . It
is necessary here to state , that my let-
ter to Dr . Carpenter , thoug h draw n
up some little time before, was dis-
patched about this period. I adver t
to this circum stance, because it makes
£ curious* though I fear not an un-
common featu re in the human mind.
I must , however , make the avowal ,
that it was pr ecisely  about the interval
that occurred between the pre par a-
tion and the dispatch of the letter
alluded 1a, and af that to you, and the
second to Dr. EstUn , that the doubts
above stated, now and 1 then, at rare in-
terva ls, would force themselves upon
my mind—such, however , was my
hostil ity to the sentiments to which
these doubts pointed , that 1 resisted
every suspicion of the kind ; I treated
it as a mere delusion of the imagina-
tion. I felt ashamed even to have
yielded to such suggestions for a mo-
inerit , and when Mr. Bright pointed
out to me a strong pa&sage in the ad-
dress to Dr. Carpe nte r, asif he thou ght
that it might be softened a little , I per-
sisted in retaining it. in fact , I seewied
to seek in the strengt h of the term* that
1 made use of, to deepen my owu cott-t
victions pf my prev ious opinions .

The letters were seat aud the re-
spective answer s received ; still my
weekly visits to Mr. Yernon were
continued , 1 still investigated the aubr
jeet with increasing earaestaeu , yet I
waft unaltered ; and eveu wheu Mir *

Bright read the history of the pro *
ceedinga io the congregation , I felt no
regret at my share in them, but on the
contrary , rejoiced in an ticipatin g the
future triump h of Umtariantsm *

Here, however , my tri umph ceased.
Almost immediatel y after , my doubts
retu rned with ten fold force, I read, I
was perplexed , often ver y often, I
wished that I had not begun the in-
qui ry. I prayed for illumination , but
I found my mind dail y becomin g more
an d more unsettled. I have now
lying before me a sheet erf pap er, on
which I wrot e down some of my
thoughts of this period , while under
their more immediate pressure , as if
to relieve niy mind , by thus indul ging
them , for they were disclosed to na
human ear. I copy frean them this
passage, " If the attainme nt of tr uth
be not the result , I am sur e tha t the
state of mind in which 1 hav e been
for some time past* is not to be envied. *
I think that it was about this time
that you returned home; when I ad-
vanced to .shake hands; with you, after
the clese of the service* you may re-
member that you observed to me,
<« Why* Doctor * you look pate ».'V-Pale
I was, I bave no d^ubt, fc?r my mind
was full of thoughts , that chased esteh
other Kke a t roubled 8<ea ; and your
return (a*wj the vivkl recol lection of
the tetter which it created) had. not
tended to calm the agitation. In *d~
ditiot i to this, I had figea in the h#bit
of pursuin g the inqu iry njght after
night, to a v ery late hour* &?ch con-
tinue  ̂to he the state of 

m  ̂>»ind dur-
ing the latter wd Qf September , and
the whote of O^tot^*. Towards the
wd of the lattqr tnqotl  ̂ the eyid^DW
of the doctr ines which I h^d hitherto so
strenu ously opposed , seemed progres
siv^ly to ii^ej 'eais î ^ut it. wa^ i^Qttm
thia veiry w«ek that coivyk^ion c<un^.
aad tha^t my romd, m^lie^t^iip^ly m&
than kfully, accepted ^a ^m^reme
Divinity of qur 1*̂ 4 ap»4 S^wr
Jm w Chr ist, of * Atonement an$ ^^-
conciHatiqn toy W& " pr ^

i(QW Wsw *a»d Qf t  ̂Qxvinity $&£ ̂ e\^̂ ^\\̂ y o&
thr  ̂ Holy Spirit. I dq H<p^t, w>5 Jo^r
Sir* *i& it by way c# ci^m^ii^g wy
(sameMne  ̂fa th»_ î qu^l̂  

kH*H 
W

it in justice fa th^opioiQn* I |î w f j te -
br ^i^dir th *t flwpce tfeijs if^vep^is^iw
bagwi I h^V  ̂re^WrJy 

gone 
tJ iifWSU

the H mr ymtxwmti m fer #» w
Ex>iatte t^ tli« H^bww% 

TjN^
g^^
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ti Jo hn I have read throug h twice,
that not only every text, which has
been differen tly interpre ted, occurrin g
in th is large portion of the New Tes-
tament , but also all those refer red to
id the controversial volumes mentioned
below, were carefull y compar ed with
the original , with the Improved Ver-
sion, with Mr. Belsham's explanatio n
in his *« Calm Inquiry, " and frequ entl y
with Dr. Carpenter 's " Umtarianis m
the Doctrine of the Gospel ," an d that
the References to the Psalms and the
Prophet ical Scri ptures , which occur
in the Testament or the writings al-
luded to, were also examine d in Dr.
Priestle y's " Notes on the Scriptures ,"
for I am not possessed of, nor have I
even seen (with I think one excep-
tion , in which Dr. Camp bell 's Anno -
tations on Matt , xxii* 41. et seq. were
shewn aw,) one orthodox commenta ry
on the Scriptures. The controve rsial
books on that side, which I have used
in this inquiry are Mr. Wardlaw 's two
books ; Simpson's *« Plea for the Deity
of J esuV* (of which, at th is very mo-
ment, not even a thi rd part is £ut
open); Dr. Lawren ce's **Cri tica l Re-
flection */* &c, oil the Unitarian Ver-
sion* (on Which t wiH pause to ob-
serve , th at they fi rst settled my Blind,
as to the authenticity of the infcfocluc-
tory chapters of 8t. Matth ew and St.
JLuk e) ; a Serm on on the Atonement
by Mr. HuH f " Six Letters by Dr.
Pye Smith to Mr * Belstmm 5" and
Notes token down from two Sermon s
prfea cfeed by Mr. (I believe now Dr. )
Chalmfers* of Glasgow, on the follow-
ing texts : Psalm lxxxv. 10* •« Mercy
and truth are tnfct tt>gettie r, righte -
ousness and peace have kissed each
other ;" and Romans viii. 7, " Be-
cause the carnal mind is enmity against
God \ for it is not subject to the law
of God, neith er indeed can be." Yet
these few helps to the better under -
staridin gof the Holy Sertpt tt tes (th ough
counteracted by the Volumes abo ve
cited, by long associati on, by fre-
quent refere nce tb other Unitarian
volumes in my collection , and by the
varidii& arguments on that side, Which
memory was (constantly suggesting )
have alternately led me to the con-
clustond above stated . But I should
grossly belie my own heart , and should
toitik nty*&f gtti fty of odious iugra -
«*!*&* t^me * Fitter of lights, frotti
*lif*fh *6ftkfcth down ever y good and

every jperf ect gift ;" if I did not avow
my convictions, that to these means
the teaching of his Holy Spirit has
been superadded ; far I can in his pre -
sence affirm , that during the latte r
part of the inquiry, more particul arl y.
the Scri pture s of truth were never
opened by roe without profound and
ferven t pr ayer for ill umination , and
almost always with refere nce to our
Lord 's promise in Luke xi. 13, " If
ye then being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto you r children , how
much more shal l your heavenly Fa-
ther give the Hol y Spirit to them that
ask him ?" Indeed , my dear Sir and
frien d, I was in earnest : a chang e so
awfu l, so unexpected, I may add , so
impro bable, which, four mont hs ago
only, I should myself have said was
im possible, has deeply and solemnly
impresse d my mind.

That I must encounter much ridi -
cule in consequence of this change , I
full y expect ; I am sure thai I well de-
serve it , for no person would have
broken out more loudly against such
an altera tion in the views of another
than myself nor ought t tb omit to
add , that my excellent friend Mr.
Veraon , while 1 was communicating
to him the conviction that I had re-
ceived and my expectation of biding
rid iculed for such a chan ge observ ed
to me, " that I certainly must expect it,
but he hoped that I tyas also prepared
to forgive it/ ' I trust I shall be enabled
to do so. Upora reviewin g this last
sentence , tti y de^r Sir, I feel myself
boun d tp s&y that in stating this , I
hope not to tie ttnderfftood as ant ici-
patin g any thin g of* this kind from
you, or froin you r venerable colleague.
No! however you may pity my d%l u-
sion, I feel assured that you will do
justice to my moti ves. M y dea r Sir ,
1 have extended this letter to a rh tich
greate r length than I bad any fe#p£cta-
tion of doin g When I b^gan it ; I began
it with alluding to my regard and my
respec t for you : will it be deetned in-
consistent with either , if I venture to
conclude it with a most affectionate
wkh and pray er, that yon and yoiftre ,
and all who are near and dea r to yoii,
may receive eVfcr^ earthl y blessing,
and may km brough t to the knowledge
of the tt-uth ? I feel it to be ttiy dtit ir
to iftclude this, and I shall stan d £*?-
cased. And oh! toow much fe tHlvt
wish enkindled, when I recol lect «tfe
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seriousness and solemnity of your
man ner in prayer , and your impres-
siveness in prea ching ! How do I wish
that endowments of such value were
consec rate d to those views which I
have received !—But I feel myself get-
ting on tender grou nd ; it is difficult to
word such a wish without appearing
arrogant or impertin ent , or presum p-
tuous , and yet nothing is farther from
my heart than either of these feelings :
believe me to be with sincere regard

Yours , my dear Sir ,
J . R. STOCK .

P. S. I know not whether it may be
deemed unnecessaril y minute to add

BIBLICAL CRI TICISM .
Observations intended to illustrate the

Discourse of Christ,
j ohn xn. 23—32.

May  10th 9 1817-
DODDRIDGE and other com-

mentators suppose, that the dis-
cours e of Christ , contained , in this
passage of Scri ptu re , was spoken ; in
the pr esence of the Greeks , whose ap-
plication to Phili p, to be admitted to
an inte rview with Christ , is mentioned
just befpre . That it arose out of that
application is evident ; but it does not
appear from the na rrative , eith er th at
the applicants accompanied Phili p and
Andre w, when they broug ht the mes-
sage to Jesus ; or, that he, immedi-
atel y upon receiving it, went to present
himself to them. It is natu ral , there-
fore,- to conclude that the discourse
was not spoken in the hearin g of these
person s : indeed , it has much more
the air of a meditation of Christ on
the admission of the Gentiles to his
kingdom, than of a discourse devised
for the instruct ion of the i ndividuals
here mentio ned.

It will serve to illustrate th is pas-
sage, if we suppose that Jesus (who
was certai nly in the temple durin g
the greater part of the day when the
application appears to have been made ,
see M atth . xxi. 12—17), was at the
time in one of the inner courts of the
temple , into which no Gentiles were
allowed to enter. Of these there were
several , to which all J ews, and , we
suppose , all Prosel ytes from the Gen-
tiles, who conformed in all respects to
Jewish observances , had access. .The
first court was usuall y called, the

that, during the inqu iry, I have looked
into Doddridge 's x\ Rise and Progress ,"
and. read throu gh " Scott 's Forc e of
Truth ," and the Lette r connected with
it in Newton 's " Card iphonia ," and
Newton 's " Nar rative of his own Life,"
but it is my wish to omit nothi ng. I
ought also to state that once, and but
once, I have entere d another place of
worshi p (Castle Green), when Mr.
Thorpe repealed a Thursd ay evening
Lecture on the Trinity, but this pro -
duced no conviction at that time,
althoug h the recollection of it has
perhaps been usefu l to me since.

court of the women, because they
might go iio fu rther , except when
they came with sacrifices ; within
this was the court of the child ren of
Israel , where the sacri fices were of-
fered , and the ordinary services of the
temp le per formed ; the upper part of
this was the hol y place, where none
but priest s might come ; and beyond ,
was the holy, of holies, which only
the high priest might enter once a
year.

All these courts were enclosed by a
wall , or (as Lightfoot thinks), by an
open space between two walls , called
the Chel ; and on the outs ide of the
whole, princi pally on the south and
east sides, was the court of the Gen-
tiles, occupyin g all the rest of the
mount or platfo rm, on which the tem-
ple was built. Into this court , it is
to be understood , all Genti les might
enter , whether they , were Prosel ytes,
or devout men , or Idolaters.

But Josep hus , in his Jewish War ,
Book v. chap. v. relat es, that " as
you went th rough this (namel y the
court of the Gentiles ) into the second
temp le, ther e was a stone wall that
encompassed it, of th ree cubits high,
of very curious work -, in which stood
columns (or tablets ) at an even dis-
tance , some in Greek and some in
Latin letters , giving notice of the holi-
ness of the place ; that no stranger
must enter within the holy place un-
der pain of death. " See A ntiq. Book,
xv. chap. x.

Now as there seems no good rea son
for dpubting that the Greeks spoken
of in this passa ge, were ; (agreeab ly to
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the usual sense, of that word in Scri p-
ture ) , Gentil es^who had not conform ed
to Jewish ord inances , an,d who, there-
fore , could not enter into the part of
the temple where Jesu s- was, an at-
tention to these circumstances wiH
explain the formalit ies observe d in
delivering their message.

We may well suppose them to have
been among st the numbe r of th ose
who had witnessed the triump hant
entry of Jesus into Jerusale m the same
morning ; from which their curio-
sity woul d be much excited to learn
something further of so extraordinary
a person ; and if (as some think) his
driving the mon ey-chang ers out of th e
temple, . was meant in vindication of
the ri ght of the Gentil es to worship
in their court , free from such inte r-
ruptions , this circumst ance, which had
j ust occurred , (see M atth. xxi. 12,)
might farther interest them in the
inquiry , and make them still mor e
desirous to see Jesus.

JLi ghtfoot supposes them to have
been Syro-G recians , of Decapo lis, or
some of the places bord ering upon
Galilee ; both becaus e the y appea r to
have had some acquaintance with
Philip, of Beth saida , and " because
those G reek s that bordered upon Ga-
lilee, and the places where Christ
wrou ght his miracles , might seem more
pron e, both to embrace the Jewis h
religion , aud also to see Jesus , than
those that lived farther off."

These person ?, then , meeting with
Phi lip, either in the city or as he passed
th roug h the court of the Gentiles , re-
spectfull y app ly to him, saving, " Sir ,
we desire to see Jesus j" Phili p, not
knowing what to make of this app li-
cation , or considering it, perhap s, 'as
no less than -an overtur e made to his
master in the name of th e Gentile
worl d, upo n entering the temp le where
Jesus and the other disci ples were,
consults with Andre w his br othe r, and
they conjointl y mention it to Jesus.

That he would be forcibl y impresse d
by recei ving such an app lication , we
can easil y, conceive, especia lly when
we consider that it was onl y a few
days previou s to- his. being crucified j
and that the time was therefore rapidly
approachin g when he should have all
things given unto him by his Father ,
and should send his apostle s with
power to make disciples of all nations.
JThe .message of these Gentiles , re-

ceived at such a time and in such a
place, naturall y led him to re flect how
large a portion of his ch urch would
consist of this desp ised class of men,
whom the Jews , by the heaviest pe-
nalties, forbad e to step beyond the
th reshol d of their worsh ip. He began
to contemp late the glory of that new
and better dispensation of the Divine
will , by which the middle wall of
parti tion would be thrown down , and
the Gentiles admitted to the covenant
of promise , and made citizens in the
commonwealth of Israel ; being fel-
low-citizens with the saints and of the
househ old of God. And in anti cipa-
tion of this event , of which he had
received so lively an impression from
the app lication above-mention ed, he
exclaimed, (see 23d : ver. ) 4t The hour
is come that the Son of Man should
be glori fi ed. '' That is, let this incident
be acknowled ged to be a manifest
token of the approach of that hour ,
when the Son of Man , thoug h rejected
by his own, shall be glorified in the
faith of the Gentiles , and when those
impediments shall be removed , which
have hithe rto prevented the distinct
ayowal of his characte r and the dif-
fusion of his doctrines.

Then , calling to mind what death
he must die, according to the will of
God, as the only means by which
these glorious results can be obtaine d,
he proceeds to declare his submission
to the will of God in this instan ce,
and his persuasion of the glorious
end s which would thereb y be accom-
plished . " Veril y, verily, I say unto
you , except a corn of whea rb fall into
the ground and die, it abidet h alone , but
if it die , it bringeth forth much fruit.
He that loveth his life shall lose it,
but he tha t hateth hi* life in this world
shall keep it unto life eternal. " <* If
any man serve me, let him follow me,
and where I am , there shall - also my
servant be; if any man- serve ' me him
will my Father honour. " We may
evidentl y perceive in these sentiments
of our .Lord , a refe rence to his own
case and duty : and the passage be-
comes much .more interesting when
we rega rd it as expressing the prin-
ciples from which he himself derived
for titude to carry him th rough his
extraordinary sufferings , than if we
conside red it only as intended for the
admoniti on of his disciples. And it is
in such insta nces as this * that the tJ ni-
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tarian appea rs to have a great pra c-
tical advantage over others , in the
stud y of the Chris tian Scriptu res : for
although all Christians ought- with
the same readin ess to admit this view
of Christ's holy character , as formed
to its beauty and perfection by the
discipline of religion, and the opera-
tion of truth upon the human mind *since they all profess that Christ was
perfectl y man, and had a complet e
and distinct human nature —yet the
Unitari an, whofrom the better opinion
he has of human nature and the ends
for which it was formed , is disposed
to think , that both the perfections and
the offices of Christ might belong to
the man Christ Jesus , without the
union of any other nature , is more
likely to view the life of Christ in
th is interesting and usefu l light. In
the following words of Lightfoot , the
sense and connexion of this passage
are well given : "Is it so indeed ?
Do the Gentiles desire to see *me ?
IHie time draw s on wherei n I must
be glorified in the conversion of the
Gentiles ; but as a corn of wheat dot h
not bring forth fruit , except it be fi rst
thrown into the ground, and th ere
die, but if it die it will bring forth
much fru it, so must I die fi rst , and be
thro wn into the eart h, and then a
mighty harvest of the Gentil e worl d
-will grow up, and be the prod uct of
that death of mine." St. Paul , in
1 Cor. chap . xv. makes use of the
same beautiful and very significant
emblem of the resurrection from the
dead.

As our Lord proceeds in thi» dis-
course, the thou ght of his approachin g
death so forc ibly impressed upon his
mind , becomes the occasion of much
disturban ce to him ; as he himself ac-
knowled ges, ver. 27, " Now is my
soul troubled, and what shall I say ?
Father * save me from this hour ? But
for this «atifte came I to this houn
Father , glorif y th y name/ * Tha t H4 In the anticipation of my sufferings ;
my soul is now troubled , and what
desire shall I e* press in. pra yer to my
Fathe r ? Shal l I say, Father , save me
from this hour ? But for this cause,
namely , to suffer these things , I came
to this hour  ̂ it was the object of my
undertaking, and the end of my being
sent with this Divine mission to the
world. I will> therefore , only say,
Father , $hn %fy thy turn *. Accomplish

the great purp oses which thou .hast
in View, and caiTy into eflfeet beyond
all rea ch of Opposition , th y glorious
designs for the reconci liation and sal-
vation of the whole World , by wha t-
soever means may, to thine unsearch-
able wisdom, seem best ; I yield my self
to thy whole wiH / ** Then came
there a voice from Heaven , saying, « I
have bot h glorified it and will glorify
it again. 1 The multitude , therefore ,
who stood by, and hea rd it, said , that
it thundered : others said , an angel
spake to him. Jesus answered and
said , * This voice cattie not because
of me, but for your sakes/ ' 1 This cor-
responds to what he says in the 11th
chapter in this Gospel, ver. 42, and
the import ptobably is> tkis voice
came not 50 much for my sake as for
your sakes ; agreeabl y to a common
figure of speech , see Proverbs viii. 10,
for we cannot supp ose that Jesu s could
be insensible to the encoura gement
yielded by so remarkable a sign of
the favou r of Heaven . Indeed , if we
recount the transactions of the day,
and especially if we consider that it
was in the very temple itself that
this Divine voice was uttere d, it will
appear to have been the most glorious
and trium phant day during the Whole
of our Lord 's earth ly ministry.

Ver. SI , " Now ih the jud gment of
this wotld, *row the prince of (his
woi*ld will be cast out*" As if he had
said, * Now is fit hand a gveat dnd
awfu l crisis of things, in which the
cortupt and kicked powfci-s that sWay
this world , arid ate opposed to all that
t£nd & to t;h£ happiness and salvation
of mankind , will be overthrown : for
the prevailin g influence of spiritual
wickedn<esa tri high places, which re-
sists the glorious Goapel, and is con-
trary to ail men, shal l be cast out. It
will pfevttir so fa*> as to lift me up
upon the cross > it toil! deliver nie over
to death $ bi*t in so doing it will sfeal
its-own destruction ; and I shal l, thetev
by, be set tip as a standard , which
Will draw all men unto it.' " And I, if
1 be lifted tip from the ea rt h, will
dra w all men unto wife.4'

The I mprove d Version gives a dif-
feren t transla tion of this passage,
" And although I shall be lifted up
from the earth , I Will dfsrW all men
after nie/' But the 6fense does not
appeal - to req uire tha t we should de-
part from the usual meaning of the



preposition here used. From thecon-
uexion, we should be led to suppo se
that the death of Chr ist upou the
cross was rat fcer represen ted as the
condition and means of the con version
of all men, than merely pronounced
to be Dot inconsisten t with it: a*ad
the following* word* might perhap s
express the sense of the passage eaore
corr ectly > " And I, if owce I be lifted
up from the earth , will doraw all naen
after me."

It will now appear that thi& dis-
coarse is closely connected with the
applicatio n of the Greeks to be ad-
mitted to see Jesus, and we a*e natu-
ra lly Jed to make the following remarks
upon it. Our Lord does x*ot recei ve
thei r applicatio n, as at an earlier perio d
of his ministry he had done that of
the Sy rophenician woman , fey say ing1,
" I am not sent except U> the k>s£ sheep
of tfce house of Israel ," He plainl y
intimates tha£ the time is come, or is
fe^t approach ing, when Gent iles, will
be received into the number of his
fol lowers, \t ha<J been the object of
his personal mieistry , not to admit
tfee Gentiles, but to set open the door
for their admission ; not to for m a
church of the believers i» his nrare *
b**t only to profwre . teacher s foy whon%
the members, of his ttwreh might be
collected: feis waa a life of labou r
a«d gria f and rqjeetiqa j he w$» to
end it iu ignora itty and pai n, \ and he
was to Wave \\ t$ othe rs %o tekf op wc
with success* a**d to rais e tfce glorious
templ e of which he was t&e found a^
tioj* and chief corner-stone. Tfet& i&
in agreement \vith those worcfe of
Christ to his disciples-; J ohn iv« 37*
 ̂ Hev«aft is that sa-yteg tr ue  ̂ o»^

so wet h and another re^pe^bi. I sent
yau tp reap that wkwon y« tve^o>wetl
1*0 labour ^ other «t  ̂tohoiifed  ̂ awj
y^ar e entered into theii? Ubourtiw" Tl%
Dai? w« may likewise r«fcr the woud«,
John, xiv. 1  ̂ * Verily* verily, I 2*93*
unto^ you , he that he YwMHh o« i|̂
the wor ks tha t I do  ̂ h^» shall 4d rtfeko^
ajxd grea^ê  

w.Q#ks Un^ th9W «bAtt he
<to  ̂ because I go v>«W wiy« l*«*th€»k"

But tfecu^h h^ w^e ̂ *bject l^lbose
restr ictions durin g his life Wk Q&ff eh*
he anticipated with joy, a time quickl y
appr oaching , when he should be freed
from them ; when the Gospel of the
forgiveness of sins should be published
with power to the whole world , in
hu name and by hw apostles. " I am

the good shepher d, and know toy
sheep, and am known of mine. As
the Father knoweth me, even so know
1 the* Father , and I lay down, my life
far the sheep. And other sheep I
have which are ttot of this fold ; them
also n*ust I bri &g, and they shall hear
my voice, and ther e shall be .one fold
ajatd o«e shepherd. *'

ThiM*, Mr. Editor  ̂I have concluded
the observations which I proposed to
make on this interesting passage : if
you thin k them worth y of insert ion in
the pages of the- Repository , I would
beg for farth er inform ation from any
of your corresp ondents, on the follow-
ing, points.

1st. Schleusner in his Lexicon , &c.
under the word ^EXXt^v, cites this
passage (i. e. Joh n xii. 20), a» an in-
stance in which the word is inte nded
to describe ** a J ew living out of Pa-
lestine amongst Gentil es, and using
the Greek language in rea ding hol y
Scri pture." He considers this as the
only instance of1 the kind* and acknow-
ledges that the passa ge is very doubt-
ful and ambiguous. On what groun ds
is this unusual sense of the word sup-
ported ? And what ar guments does
Ciroius , quoted by Schleusne r, brin g
forward to prove that the persons-
here Bnentio uecl were Greek I *rose-
ly tes ?

2dly. I am in want of more distinct
information than I have hither to met
with, pn the subject ot Prosel ytes ta
Jud aism. Were there differen t classes
of tkem ? Or were not all requi red
to coniojrn& to all Jewish rites : and
part icularly to the initiat ory rites of
bapAiscob and circumcisi on > l^ardn er
and Doddridgfe main tain this : and the
pertinacity with which the Jewish
CJbrisi iaas insisted upon the circu m-
cision of Gentil e converts to Chri ^.
tenuit y, seems to pvove that they had
known oi tto other term s of admission
to the privileges of true religion. Then,
did the Jmv» admit thei r proselytes,
who observed all Jewish ordina nces,
to the same privile ges as a native Jew ;
or dMl they require even pros elytes to
sfcauy behind in the court of <?b« Gen-
tite ^  ̂ Thu last can hardly be sup-
posed, thou gh possibly) there might
be some restrictions imposed upon
them. Lightfoot produce s som  ̂pas*
sages from the Talmudists , from which
it appears that the Rabbins held Pro se-
lytes in great scorn , thoug h they might
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endeavour to obtain them for the sake
of the wealth they brought with them.
4*. Our Rabbins teach (say they) that
Proselytes, and Sodomites hinder the
coming of the Messias." Again,
€ * Proselytes are as a scab to Israel."

3rdly. I wish for an exposition of
the thirty-first verse in this passage.
*' Now is the ju dgment of this world,
now the prince of this world will be
cast out."

The readers of the Repository will,
I doubt not, feel obliged to any of
your correspondents, who will favour
them with observations on any of these
subjects.

H. T.

P. S. I find it difficult to reconcile
the opinion given by your learned
Correspondent Solomon Bennett, in
p, 222 of the present vol. that " during
the whole great period of the second
temple, the numerous synagogues and
colleges of Hebrews of the great dis-
persion, had nothing to do with the
sacrifices of the temple at Jerusalem,"
with the testimony of several ancient
and approved authorities on Jewish
affairs. A variety of proofs might be
collected of the veneration which the
whole Hebrew nation had for the tem-
ple at Jerusalem. Philo, (who was of
Alexandria) in his book agai nst Flac-
eus, prefect of Egypt, in the beginning
of Caligula's reign, says," One country
does not contain the Jewish people,
they being extremely numerous, for
which reason there are of them in all
the best and most flourishing countries
of Europe and Asia, all esteeming for
their metropolis the holy city, in which
is the sacred temple of the Most High
God." And in a letter of Agrippa the
Elder, to Caligula, he says, inter-
ceding for Jerusalem, " If you grant
my request in favour of my native
place, you will be a benefactor not to
one city only, but to thousands of
cities in every part of the world ; for
scarcely any country of note can be
mentioned, in which there are not
Jewish inhabitants." In another place
Philo says, 4C One thing we desire in-
stead of all others, that no novelty be
introduced into the temple, but that

it be preserved such as we received it
from our forefathers. If we cannot
obtain this, we yield ourselves, to be
destroyed, that we may not live to see
a greater evil than death ." "This great
zeal expressed by foreign Jews to-
wards the temple of Jerusalem, is not
consistent with the independence and
freedom from the sacrificial law, attri-
buted to them by your Correspondent.
Indeed, from all that can be collected
from the ancient history of Judaism,
it should appear, that the Jews of the
dispersion were never excused from
any part of the ceremonial law whilfct
the temple remained, except so far rts
distance of place made the fulfilmen t
of it impossible. Thus, although it
was certainly impossible for Jews from
Rome, &c. to appear before the Lord
three times a year ; and the young and
the indigent were likewise necessarily
prevented from taking such a journ ey ;
yet from all that appears, and espe-
ciall y from the great concourse of Jews
from foreign parts at the great fes-
tivals, I am led to think, that it was
accounted disgraceful i f ' not a mark of
impiety, for any adult Jew, of suffi -
cient substance, not to go up to Jeru-
salem at certain intervals to attend
upon the temple worship. And; al-
though it was impossible to bring from
a distance their sheep and cattle, to
sacrifice them at the altar of the temple,
there can, I think, be little doubt that
on their arrival they purchased such
animals, and such meat-offerings, as
the law enjoined them to present in
sacrifice. Philo relates, that the Jews
of Rome sent money, instead of fi rst-
fru its, by their own officers , to Jeru-
salem. And the f irst-fruits must cer-
tainly be included in every definition
of sacrifices. Many other facts might
be brought forward both from Jose-
phus and from the Acts of the Apos-
tles, a book which, as an h istorical
record of Jewish affairs, may proba-
bly be deemed by your learned Cor-
respondent worthy of some attention ,
independently of its merits as a rela-
tion of the planting of the Christian
religions But what has been said
seems sufficient.

H. T.
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POETRY.

( 489 )

On the Execution of Genera l Lacy, in
Majorca , by order of his Maj esty
the King of Sp ain.

O MO URN not the her o with pitifu l sorrow ,
Or sull y his mem'ry by weep ing ;

But wild throb s of freed om indi gna utl y
borrow

From hearts that in glory are sleeping !

His inj u ries stam p 'd on the souls of the
bra ve,

Their free-born emotions to cheri sh ,—
O mark not the awe-striking - site of his

grave
With sym bols that eve r can peri sh !

But there let him lie in his greatnes s alone ,
With the adamant rock for his pillow ,

And mourn 'd throu gh all time by the tre-
mulous moan ,

That comes from the shore- stricken bil-
low.

There winds that know none Imt Almi ghty
controul ,

Shall rag* e in del ighted commotio n ,
And waters shall join in high dirge for a

sou],
• As free as the masterless ocean.

His nam e shall they carry to reg ions ac-
curst ,

The stillness of slavery brea king ;
Till , in liberty 's shouts of deli ght it shal l

bu rst
From nation s in glory awaking.

T. N. T.

The leader of the Hebre w poets * quire ,
Th e harbin ger of David 's sweet-ton 'd lyr e^
Lik e th y own tow 'ri ng eag le , that on hi gh
U pon her lofty p inions seeks the sk y.
And , turning* to the sun her ardent gaze ^Rejoices in th * efFu lgenee of his ray s ;
Thus poetr y, with bri ghtest dazzlin g beam ,
Hath darted on th y verse her pure st gleam \
Or as th y lion in the shades of ni ght
Preoi pitates the tremblin g shepherd ' s fligh-tr
Or rushing furious th rou gh the desert ways
In trackless solitude alone he stray s,
Thus o'er all natu re dost thou take th y

way,
i\nd mark its various king doms for th y

prey ;
Wh ere hid within the bowels of the earth ,
Each precious stone or meta l ta k es its birth ,
Where th y Leviathan *" within th e t ide
Of Nil us, humbles hau ghty Egyp t 's pride ,
To where Jeho vah guides each brilliant

car ,
That shines in heav en 's bri ght walks , a

planet , sun or star .
T. C. HOLLAND.

Address to the Author of the If ooh of
Job.

On thee, her earliest best-bel oved child ,
Has poetry in all her glory smil'd ,
But enviou s time has blotted out th y  na me,
Wh ich else had th under 'd from the trum p

of  fame.
Thy verse announced , like the mornin g

sta r ,
The firs t app roach of that re fu lgent car ,
On which with brilliant glow have dei gn'd

to shine ,
And pou r their br ight effu lgence, all the

Nine.
Thou wert their first , their best insp ired

son ,
O ! tha t th y name in histV y 's page had

shone ,
To claim th * app lause of each succeedin g

time,
To stand the wonder of each vary ing clime,

Futurity.

Alas ! the sun a settled rule obeys ,
The passing ni ght the coming dawn repays 5
The moon her wanin g orb agai n repairs.
A gain , revivin g, equal glory wears ;
The stars , obscur 'd amid the rays of li ght ,
Shine forth again at the returning* night ;
The earth each year her verdant robe re-

sumes ,
Kach sprin g ag" ain with vernal beauty -

blooms y
Thou gh bare , exposed to each wintry sto rm ,
A lovel y mantle clothes again her form • *
Her f r u i t f u] bosom sweJJ ' d by genial

show 'is,
Brin gs forth , at zep hyr 's call , the painted

flow'rs :
But we, the lords of all this lotver frame ,
Whfn quench 'd within our breasts the vital

flame ,
To everlastin g dust and ashes turn ,
Nor blooms an other sp rin g upon our urn .
Thus mourns frail man , wh il e o'er his wil-

der 'd way
Pie sees no pro spect of return ing day.
Reli g ion 's pow 'r alone can lustre shed ,
And pour the oil of gladness o'er his head .
She tells , thoug h dark the passage of the

tomb ,
Day lies beyond that path of cloud and

gloom 'y
4 _ 

* the Crocodile .



A bri ghter dawn shall bless our raptur ed
eyes,

Wh en from that sleep to life again we rise.
For 'tis but sleep : the sleep will soon be

o>r ,
And p lace us on a sleepless, deathless shore ,
Where endles s pleasures to no guilt alfn r 'd ,
Eternal Bliss by sorrow ne 'er obgctf r 'd ,
Unchang ing* spring* of purest lustre bri ght,
Unfadin g day with no al ternate night ,
Friend ship ilioSt f riie, and mix 'd with no

atloy ,
Ahd piir£ deTOtio n, shal l comp lete our joy.

T. C. HOLL AND.
*' i » I*  * r " *

Mir. Etf atdrd Taylor 's Arttif tht of the
ttitS Mr. Winder , of Wuhmciu

Sir , Norwich, Ana. 12, 1817.

IT was with feelings of deep reg ret
that I heard of the dearth of my

excellent friend Mr. Winder; and
althoug h my acquaintan ce with him
was but of few T eaYs' standin g, I feel
it a duty which I owe to the memory
of so valuable a nian , to communicate
to ihy tJriitarian br ethren , th roug h
the* medium of the Repository , some
account of such par ts of his life and
character as fell tinder ray observa-
t ion. It is perha ps known to many of
your readers , that the General Baptist
Cfodr ch here had bfeeti fbr niafty years
in a very low state. To tins , the con-
duct of two successive preachers haid
veti ittuch contributed. Some rtidhth s
sifter Mr. Mad ge had been settled as
the ministe r of the Octagon congre-
gation in this city, he was con versing
with me one Sund ay evening* on the
state of the General Baptist Church ^a^rd
as I did not know then even who was
the minister , I prckrosfed to accompany
him to the tti eetibg. We heard A ver y
jiidlcibus sferrii tfn f tv tn  the preacher,
whose name I then le&ftteti t6 be
Winder. I'he impression made 6n
the ihihds of Mr. M«d ^e an dl 

myself
from the^ervice , was, that the preacher
was no Trinitarian , although the scr-
ttx>n did not eontaifi ft dtScus&ion of
any controverted point. Mil Mad ge's
curi osity was however excited , and in
compan y with Mr. Perry, he called

'Tht 'Truf rip et shall Sound9 dud the
i) ead f ha ll he raised.

1 Cor. xv. 52.
Vain Mock ' ry ! cease thy wanto n sm iles,

And earth with all th y gilded cares ,

490 Obituary. ->-ff ir * &. Winder.

OBITUARY.

Think not your meretricious wiles,
Hold an i rrvmortal in your snares $

Ifcehold the tomb —nor longer dare
My steps w ith flatt ering " lures to spread ,

Can ye ray tniud for that prepare—
Or rank me with " th' illustrious dead ?"

Beyond that tomb my sabbath lies,
In vain jour tempting toils are d rest ,

Vain as the meteors of the skies ;
I'll rest me in Immanuel' s rest.

Then Mock' ry cease thy wanton sm iles,
And eart h With all th y gilded car es,

Think not your meretricious wiles,
Hold an immortal in your snares .'

C.

p*—

upon Mr. Winder. They vrer e both
st rangers to him even by nafti e : at the
fi rst interview he was rather reserved.
I met him soon after at my friend Mr.
Newson 's house, and we fell into con-
versation on reli gious subjects. I was
struck with the Vigdur of his mind,
hi£ actit eti esg, ati d hi$ intim ate ac-
quaintan ce with the Scriptures. I
happened to mention Mr. Lindsey 's
interpretation of a passage  ̂ he rep lied
he had never heard of any write r who
had tak en that view of it ; aad in the
cowirse of our coravefsation, I found
that he was quite ignor ant , riot onl y
of the writin gs, but even the names of
the most celebrated Unita rian writers .
He heard of rri esttey, of JLindsey, of
Befcsham , Of JL ar dner for the fi rst tim&.
Up to this period ,, as he afterwards
sai d, " he had read no Unitarian book
but the Biblew" He novr read trith
grea t ad vantage attd delight some of*
the writin gs of the Above-tti entidned
aottthb rs, tit ilh which he Was chiefl y
supplied by Mr. Mad ge, frb ni whose
conversation , and th at of Mr. Pe rr y,
he derived great instruction . Among
some of his congregatio n he soon be-
came suspected ot heresy, and he was
requested to deliver his senti<me>nts
pub licly on particula r subjects , an d •
those te*t& which fcre most commonly
supposed to favou r the Trinitaria n
atfiettfce \^e*̂e dioaen f o r  him. He
usual ly delivered these sermons 6n tli«
Stmday evfentn g, hdivih g given notice
on the previous week from i^hat text



he &}>ouW preach on tJ ae following
^i^d^y. Ekang 

thus 
called fo^th, lie

deliyered Ji imself with the frankness ,
and freedom becoBiiag his chara cter .
-Be laid /before his congregation his
>views of Chri stian truth without dis-
guise or reserve, and openly avowed
h>$ sbetief ia Unitaxianism . This ope$
avowal displeased some of his hearer ^,

<and when the term of his probati onary
pre aching was ended, a stro ng effort
was mad e to prevent ' his election.
Such however was the excellence of

tbijs charact er, his unaffected piety and
the plai n and scr iptural style of hie
preaching, tha t all the most respectable
part of his Jieai ^ers concurred in in-
vitin g him to be their settled pastor ,
lie was ord ained in Jul y 1813 , by
Mr. Phil pot , Mr. Wri ght and Mr.
Gjlchrist , on which occasion the charge
delivere d by the latter gentleman was
characterize d by a clergyman of the
Establish ment here , as one of the most
juast -erjy production s he had ever
heard - About this time the Eastern
Uni^rian Societ y was formed, and at
the request <r£ the Committe e, Mr.
Winder unde rtook several missionary
journeys , and entered warml y into any
jpJ au, >b y twhiQh the ^intere st of tr ue
rrel igipn might be served • His thirst
vfor rk iiawJedge continue d unabated ;
his application was intense ; he was
•willing- to encou nter a^iy mental labour
to .acqui re, -anfi ajxy b#dil<y labour to
pr ppagate Christ ian truth . ,When at
home,, he co^tld scarcel y be persuade d
to take sufficient exercise to keep up
his bodily health , a»d the decline
whiej i , previ ous tAhis Jea ,vuig Norwich
took plage in , his. constitution , is much

;to be ^attributed vto <his cJa se app lica-
tion . J n the •cour seof his jou rn eys he
had visited .Wjsbeaoh ; and the Bapt ist
coi^gregati pn there , in.consequence of
Mr. Wright 's constan t -missionary en-
g^geniepts, were : without any settled
pastor- Mr. >Wiad^r < was applied to,
to suc^ieed IVf r. Wri ght, but he hesi -
tated «0nie time before; he accepted an
invitation $b flatte r ing , a«d (in a pe-
cuniary point ,of view ) so aid van tagcous
to^ijn, |̂ e u^ged to me his 

great uu-
williqgu^s to, Jea ve his people at Nor-
.wich,.t iisf^ai^lfst fais remova l should
he the jj^^ ns of imjjur ing the cause of
twth ^«ong/the m, and h^s doubts
<vvh^er,his a,bilitte»,werei c^ual to the
>rt u^^titW ^ic|i.feê ^ s juavited to &\h
W^th^jsome difficul ty I persua ded h*m
that it was better»for.Ji irii, and better

for the cause of truth , th at he shoujjl
r^moye fto a sphere of greater usefu^-
ixess, than conti nue among a peoplp
Jiere who .really (with a few excep-
tions) w^ece xxot worth y of him, axid
from whom he derive d an income of
jbarrely 50/. a year . When he tooj c
leave of Norwich , in August I S \6 , J i
saw him no ,more, bttt Ji is lette rs hav ^e
unifo rml y expressed gratitud e,, than k-
fulness and regar d to his friends at
Wi&beach.

Such r Sir , are some of the circum-
stanc es in the l ife of my deceased
friend which fell under mv observa-
tion . When it is considered that ip.
the earl y par t of his life ^he was a com-
mon soldier , th at unti l he was thir ty
years of a,ge he was unable even to
readj and that he was shut out from
all the means of improvemen t, which
are . common even to most persons 'j| i
the lower w alks of life, and placed in,
a situation the most unfavourable to
the cultivation of knowled ge, or the
growth of piety—an d that the goodness
of his heart and the nat ive st reng th
of his understan ding enable d him to
sur mount all the difficulties which
surrounde d him , and to rise to a high
degree of usefulness as a preacher, w, e
must regard him as an ejctw>rdijwyr
and , trul y excellent man . He occa-
sionally preache d while he was in the
ar my ; during which time , and indeed
after ( he left it , he was income dejgree

, cor rected with the ,Wesley an Methp-
dists , and raised a society in that
inte rest at Bordsey, nea r Woodb rijJ ge;
but he ajways refu sed to become a
regu lar preacher in tj ie connexion , as
a subscrip tion to John Wesley 's creqd
was necessary : for althoug h he- . bad
not then depart ed piuch from Wesley >
opinions, he .always refqsed (tp use
an expression of his own) •' to mak e
him a Pope. 7 '

Bjy his death , the cause of divj ^e
, t rwth has lost a valua ble and intrep id
advocate ; for althoug h the defects in
his public delivery, arising from tlje
want of earl y educatio n, prevented
him from becoming a strict ly cor rect
speaker, yet there was a clear ness iri
his mode of tre ating a subject , ,a
streng th of language, an earnestne ss
^ad seriousness of mann er , which
powerfully arres ted the . attenti on , ^a
possessed grea t f facility jn the recioJ-
lection , ajvd ju4g^ue«t in the use pf
Scriptw re langM^. The modest y
^. biuiulity .of^is depprtm eut were

Obitmjy. *T~Mr. H. WiM*?. 4#J



On the 13th Jun e, in her 49th
yea r , at Hag ley, in Worcestershire,
(where she was interred a few day s
afterwards ,) Mrs . Eleanor Craw-
ford , widow of Dr. Adair Crawfo rd ,
F. R. S. Lond. and Edinb. -y formerl y
one of the physicians of St. Thomas 's
Hospital , Southwark. In every situa-
tion and relation of life, as a Christian ,
as a member of domestic and of general
society, Mrs . Crawfo rd was most ex-
emplary. Few have been placed in
such afflictive and try ing scenes, and
stiJl fewer have supported them with
equal patience , res ignation and forti -
tude. She well knew and conscienti -
ously pr actised her duty in every situa-
tion. Her piety was sincere and rati -
ona l, and entirel y fre e from enthusaism ,
superstiti on and bigotr y. Her reli gi-
ous opinions were the resul t of read-
ing and reflection , and she had taken
much pains to elicit truth . Her mind
was st rong and well cultivated , her
jud gment clear and correct , her temper
was kind and benevolent. She con-
sidered well before she acted , an d then
acted with a singular prom pt itude anil
decision . When full y occup ied in do-
mestic affairs or other business, she
was remarkabl y correct and regular ,
and was alway s free from hurry and
confu sion , as she always did every
thin g In its proper time and place, and
never let the business of one day or
hou r encroach on that of another , for
«he was peculiarl y attentive and exact

in the distribution and managemen t of
her time and employments. She was
a bri ght examp le of kindness and cha-
rity to the poor , being activel y and
constant l y employed in re lieving their
wants , consoling thei r sorrows , and
promoting their reli gious an d mora l
instru ction. Her children will ever
remember her attention to them with
affection an d gratitu de , and those who
enjoyed her friendshi p, and especiall y
her afflicted friends , can never forget
thei r loss

She bore a long and severe illness with
tr uly Christian fortitude and resi gna -
tion to th e will of God , and in th e
exer cise of some of the most sublime
and difficult dut ies which human na -
ture is called to perform. She con-
templated death wit h great calm-
ness and fortitude , and departed in the
pious hope of a resurrection to that
eternal life which the gospel of Chr ist
has broug ht to light. With this hope
her famil y and friends assuage their
sorrows and are excited to imitate her
example here , that they may partake
of her happ iness hereafter.

B. C.
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exemplary. Fully awar e of his defi -
ciencies, he was always gratefu l for
advice and assista nce. He was known
to very few persons out of his own
congreg ation , but all who did know
him resp ected and esteemed him. He
Was of a tr ul y patient and contented
spiri t. Though very much straitened
in his circumstances while at Norwich ,
an d for some time sufferin g under se-
vere bodil y indisposition , I never hear d
heard him murmur " or rep ine : he
seemed tru ly to have im bibed the
sp irit of Paul , an d to have '* learned
in whatever station he was placed
therew ith to be content. " Suppo rte d
by the consoling views of God 's cha-
racter which he had embraced , and
an imated by conscious inte grit y in the
discharge of his duty , he recei ved
every blessing 'with the thankfulness ,
and met every affliction with the re-
signation of a Christian.

EDWARD TAYLOR.

Jul y 181 7, at Boston, Lincolnshire,
Mrs. Martha. Goe. She was one of
the oldest and most respected members
of the Unitarian church there . She was
an honour to her profes sion, and had
acted throug h life a worth y part .
Uniform , steady and exemplary in her
conduct as a wife, a mot her, a widow ,
a friend ; to sum up her character
in one wor d, she was an uprig ht Chris-
tian. Her rel igious princi ples sup-
ported her mind under all the vicissi-
tudes of life and in the prospec t of
death. She viewed the Deity as a
mercifu l Being, a tend er Parent , a kind
aud gra cious Ben efactor , a God of love :
under th ese impressions she felt happy ,
anxious to please her heavenl y Father ,
and glad to embrace every oppo rtu-
nit y of obey ing" his gracious command s.
Shn bel ieved in and adored the One
God and Father of all . She revere d
his Son and messenger J esus Chris t ,
believing him to speak the words ot
God y his prece pts were her guide in
the conduct of life, his prom ises her
consolation under all the affliction s of
this mortal state . A .serm on was
preached on the occasion of her death
to a crowded audience , from Heb. ix.
27. J - P-



Aug. 3, 181 7.
A Dissenting M inister *s Tribute of Re-

sped for  the late Rev. S. Pa rtridge,
Vicar of Boston.

[From the Boston Newspaper.}
Mr. Editor ,

I am an occasional attendant at the
Unita rian Chapel in this town. This
morni ng, the ministe r pr eached a fu-
neral discourse, on account of the deat h
of one of his friends. It appeared bv
his introductory observa tions , that he
had been absent from his congre gation
some weeks, and.he noticed the death
of severa l person s which happened in
his absence. I was aflfecting ly pleased
with his remarks on. the death of our
late good old vicar ; I pencilled them
dow n from his lips, and , by your
leave, should be much grati fied in
seeing recorded in the Boston Gazette ,
thi s tribute of respect from a liberal
Dissenting Minister , to a respec table
Clergyman of the Establishmen t.

" The next instance . of mortalit y
which I noticed, was th at of an emi-
nent Clergyman of the Establishment ,
my near neighbour , and with whom
£ had some degree of inti macy. Our
occasional meetin gs were very fre-
quent , on which we generall y had
some interestin g conversation. He
presente d me with copies of most of
his publications , and gave me other
proofs of his rega rd for me, thoug h be-
longing to a sect which is every where
spoken against. Our opinions were at
variance on some importan t rej igious
doctri nes, as well as public matters ,
but he was trul y candid and far re-
moved from a bigoted and persecutin g
spirit. I had , indeed, a high esteem
for this respectable person , who, I
believe, was a Christian in deed and
in truth , and , whose spirit and condu ct
was worth y of a minister of the reli-
gion of the blessed and holy J esus.
He has finished his course , an d I trust
en tered into his Master 's j oy. And
in those bri ghter scenes above , those
reg ions of higher perfection and en-
joyment, where all earthl y distinc tions
will cease, where the pious an d the
good, of every church and sect and
name , shall meet as brethren , the
children of one common Parent , the
fol lowers of one common Lord , in
that free and libera l, that wide and
expanded Heaven , I could almost in-
dulge the pr esumption tha t our oc-

Addition to the Notice of the late Rev.
Thoma s Barron , (p. 315) ,

Melbourn was the place of his
residence , but he likewise preached
to a congregation at Fulbou rn , in the
same county, (of Cambrid ge,) and
upon the death of the Rev. Josep h
Eedes, at Saffron Walden , in the
county of Essex , in the yea r 1769, he
was appointed minister of the General
Baptist Church at that place. He
continued to perform the pastoral
duties to the th ree congregations till
the year 1791 > when , upon the settle-
ment of the Rev. S. Phil pot at the
latter place, he ret ired from the same,
and continued to officiate at M elbourn
and Fulbourn , till w ithin a few years
of his death 5 but of late , his growing
infi rmities confined his services to his
Melbourn friends. While health and
strength perm itted lie was indefati ga-
ble in his Maste r's cause , and abun-
dantl y useful to society, both to the
souls and bodies of his fellow-creatures .
Having a very considerable skill in
medicine , he was enable d to relieve
many who were afflicted with various
maladies , which he did nearl y gra-
tuitous ly, receiving little in ret urn ,
except the gratitude of those who
were the recipients of his benevolence :
hence, many will miss those acts of
human ity he was in the constan t prac -
tice of exercising. He was a man of
but few word s, but what he . sa id was
with great caution and prudence -
Modest and unassuming in his man-
ners , of a mild and even temper , even
so muc h so as scarcel y or ever to
have been seen out of temper , chari-
table and candid in his reli gious senti-
men ts, he was respected by all part ies,
and beloved by all who had the hap-
piness of his acquaintance . He per-
severed thro ugh a long series of years
in this work and labour of love, and
he now rests from his labour , ar id his
works will follow him. He was in-
terre d in the par ish church-yard of
Mel bourn , to which silent abode he
had but a few mont hs before followed
the pa rtner of his life, one who much
rese mbled himself in the numerous
good qualities which adorn the Chri s-
tian life.
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casional meetings will be renewed ,
thoug h I may possibl y belong to a far
in ferior class."
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Case iqf $he Old Dissenting 3£eeting-
JionGe* Wffe lvzrh&mpton.

The Meeting-house was 'built in
1701, far ** the worship  and service of

<€rod, -and $he use of JProtestant &is-
sentws,"* a**d has, from time to time,
'been vuader the management of tru stees
appointed in regular succession , ac-
cording to the di rections expressed in
the origina l deed of trust framed at
the ^rectkm of the buildin g. Pre -
viously to the year 1781, the congre-
gation was composed of Arians and
Oalvini sts. Tlie minist er at that time
(Mr. Cole) had been residen t among
tf hem for nea rly 'twent y years , and
from a mode pate Gal \rinist had become ,
it w«s suppose d, an Aria n or Unita-
rian , having *for some time omitted
the use t>f Trinitarism ^©9*ologies. -His
•situation * became very unpleasant from
*he conduct of the Calvmistic pa rty
towards him, and in consequence hi
quitted . ff lhe 'question then was,
^vi*6the r an Ari an or 'Galvinistic mi-
tiitfter shouM succeed /him. >A small
majority €ff the subscr ibers were for
a Cahri nist, but six ©ut erf ten xs>f the
trustees «were for .an Ariaii , 1 three for
a Calvinist , <and -owe weuter. Agrree-
sibly to "the trw st-deeds, no minister
<3ould be chosen without -the ^concur -
«inence - of the tr ustees or the inaj oxity
of them. The 'Calvinisti e party in-
vited a Mr. Jameson , from Wanninster ,
^but ilie ' was n©t ; suffered to dffitsiate j
he tfeeJrefoi ^e ret ired , and rth at party
immediately seceded, leaving their
oppon ents tin quiet and und isturbexi
possession. Mr. Griffiths , an Arian-,
was unanimou sly appointed rboth > by
the trustees and subscribers ; and
several of the seceders returned and
attended on his ministr y. Mr. Benja-
min Ma« dwf "wets one of the seceders
and a tru stee j he, with others, founded
an Indepen dent chape l,. at which he
continued to 'atten d for upw ards 6f
twenty ^6ve y«ar s, without making

* No ,a>entioa h» hevevn mad e >of "&ny
d̂octrine or sect, bat iftere ly of ic Pro *estatit
Dif Hente rs ."

t Mr . M. has been a member aodtms tee
•of two other cbapete in the town.

(it is believed ) a solitary visit to his
former pflace of worshi p durin g that
per iod.

Early fn January, 1793, a new bod y
of tr ustees -was appoi nted from among
the men^bers of the society* to the
-exclusion of Hie above pers on ; and
this -new trust continued to manage
and direct tbe whole trust estate, wrth -
out interr uption from any person ,
durin g a perio d of twenty-t hree years ,
until the tmonth of September iast.

In the year 1813 , the major part of
the tr ustees concur red with tfee -con-
gregation in inc iting the Rev . Joh n
Steward , ctf W isbeacfr, (on the recom-
«ientl ation of the ^Rev. R. Wri ght ,) to
officiate as their minister fo r  a limHed
wn& sp ecif ied time, which expired in
May last year . Tbe rea son of :hk
invitation -being for a -»j ?eetjfted time
was *hts not hing gener all y approved ,
which want of approb atioti on the
q>art ©f some of'the trustees and mera-
Hbers of 'the cortg Fegation , continued at
the terminsttion of 'his engagemen t.
The congregatio n ^w«« igtrorairt , at
•t his time, of any chan ge iiaving 't^k^n
place in hts ^religiotts sentiments , and

^he eentmued to ofiiei^te -without any
renewal 6f bis mvita 'tion . J It was,
-however, soon *afffcer ^ascertain ed 'that
he had beconae aTTriil itarian and-'Gal-
vinist . The ttr w*tees «wd eeongre g'a-
tion at a -vestry (meeting , bolden on*the
1st Septewibedl ^t, caiweto resolutions ,
requesti ng him ' to - vrit hd new fro m his
situation ; but from moti ves o'f per-
sonal k4©#ness %e was -perm itted to
consider %m*self as a, supp ly for a
perie'd ndt exceeding ^three «tnanrh s,
on cow'ctition ^f Ihis -doing nothing un-
pleasan t to •the congregat ion and
intmicaL l to tficir interests ,!

The trustees ^flattere d them selves
that the separatio n would -be amicable :

^b«t Mr. Wande r (with whom the
minister bad of late become very in-
timate ), suddenl y -re-appeare d, and
'assuming *a . right to act as trustee ,
*§esired Mr. Steward trot to regard
any aulhority but his, to continue to

X Tiie Lord HdhowiceUor, in brs speecb ,
said tbat 4lmcongT«t£rat iau wouldbe ^ williflg^
to reiain»S$«j<««ard, if ke>Q©»tinmed ,t(»pp<mch
Uoita ria n««9) 3 A^auoh iolimati^n Wfts? 
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preach and act as- be thought pr o-
per , and not to give sip eitftier the
meeting or parso nage-hot ise (whie lr
he occupied), alleging that the trustees
who Had acted for such a number of
years were not legally appointed .
The , minister listened to this advice ,
and be, with Mr. Mattde r, have con-
tin ued ever since to keep possession*
of the meeting-house , vestry and par-
sonage. Whe n the resolution s of the
vestry meeting - of September 1st. were
handed to Mr. Steward , it was some
time before any answer could be ob-
tained from him with rega rd to his
views and inten tions , he at ' length-
said tha t he considered himself as
per manentl y fixed , bat notwithstand-
ing* it was his wish to retire w hen he
coul d obtain a suitable situation ,
hinting ? however , that he should not
hurry himsel f, &,e. Earl y ia October
he gave notice that he would on the
following Sunday avow his new sen-
timents , which he had hitherto with-
held from the pul pit, or only obscurel y
touched upon. Accordin gly, a mul-
titude of Calvieists and others attended ,
and he made no hesitatio n in assertin g
that lie had once more become au
orthodox believer j * he reviled his
former friends the Unitarians , and so-
lemnly abjured their doctrines as un-»
scriptural , and affordin g " no con-
solation to poor perishin g sinners. "
After this serm on, lectures on the
Wedne sda y evenings and vestr y-meet-
ings were instituted , aod every dispo*
sition manifested to bring together a
new congregation and establish a CaJ -
vimstic society. In consequence of
these proceedings , the congr egat ion
could iKi longer attend , f  The tru s-
tees had recourse to legal advice,4 and
after * a deputation had twice waited
upon him to ind uce him to ret ire
peacea bly, withou t any avail , they

Mr . S. **as broug ht up a Gal vimstic
Baptist . He had left thi s connexion but a
few years , and when he came to Wolver -
ham pto ri , was a zealous Uni tarian prose*
lyt ist

f  While tTi e novelty lastfed , Mr . SL had
severa l new friends to hea r him , aud by
Way of te freotH -ageawMi r, lectures on Wed-
nesday evenings Wefa fj sttiWished, but
these w«me «oon tftafidofted , and for the
fast ehgftit «n*citbs not mw* tfean a dosea
fadivfoittitis composed <thfe ooBtg*rtegra*ioo—~
Mr . Mmidfer, hi# foniity and senfflntto beta?
&ftlf -tbe ftu niker.

were -compelled to pat new locks and
fastenin gs on the chapel and vestry
doors . But on the following Sunda y,
they were ail forced open by orde r
of Messrs. Mander and Stew ard ; a»&
a mob collected together to view as
well as to assist in these operations.
For this outra geous conduct the par -
ties (exceptin g the minister) were
taken before a magistrat e and boun d
over to the Sessions, where a bill of
indictme nt was preferred against them,
but the grand j-ury thre w it out r their
opponents havin g very unex pectedly,
before-hand , preferred a counter- in-
dictm ent , w hich the jury found a bill
upon. At the subsequent Sessions,
the trustees indicted the par ties with
similar want of success, their opponents
having got f i  rst into court , with no new
charge , but another indictmen t foe the
same offence, viz. taking violen t pos-
session of the lawfu l freeh old of Man-
der and Steward . The jury 's not
findin g a bil l for the trustees , was a
matter of grea t surprise , not only to
every unprejudiced person , but to
several magistrates on the beach. It
was a few days after the conviction of
Mr. Wri ght , of Liverpool , which affair
had made a grea t noise in the country *
By the advice of eminent coun sel,. th&
trustees petit ioned the Master of the
Rolls (as having the power to settle
matters in the most summary way),
to reinstate them in thei r ri ghts and
possession. But while this petiti on
was in hand , thei r opponents filed a
biU in Chancer y against them. A
hearing, however , was had on the
20th of May, before Sir Wm. Grant ,
in the Rolls Court , but Sir Samuel
RomiJl y insisted , that , as a bill had
been filed, it was the dut y of the tr us-
tees to answer that biU, and that it
would be irregula r to hear the merits
of the cause in tha t court ; and there *
fore , he prayed the Mast er to dismiss
it, which was accord ingly do<ue- The
trustees put in an answer to the bitte
and immediatel y afterwards serv ed
Messrs. Mander and Steward with an
ejectment , which would have been
broug ht to issue at the present Assizes,
but a motion was lately made before
the Lxord Chancel lor for an injunction
to rest rai n the proceedin gs by eject-
men t, a ftill detail of which hiui baea
givea in the last mouth1

* Repository.
Wbhwikampto n*Any. 14* 1^17-
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Man chester College, York,
Annual Exami nation .

On Monday the 2,3d of June, com-
menced the Annual Examination of
the Students educated in Manchester
College, York, which continued til l
the afternoon of Thursday the 26th ;
before Samuel Shore, Esq., Samuel
Shore, Jun. Esq., Joseph Strutt, Esq ,
V.P. Messrs. Andrews, Bell, Benson ,
Crompton, Cropper, Fletcher, Kay,
Martin, Needham, Gates, Philips,
Potte r, Stanger, W. Strutf , G. W.
Wood, Treasurer; and the Rev. Messrs.
Dean, Gaskell , Joh nstone, G. Ken-
rick, Par ry, Robberds, Secretary,
James Yates, and Turner, Visitor.
On Monday evening the Mathematical
Prize of Two Guineas in Books, of-
fered by Robert Philips, Esq., was
determined , after a long «nd close
examination , conducted in the Cam-
bridge manner, i. e. by written solu-
tions, prepared upon the spot, of a
series of questions proposed in writing.
On Tuesday, the Classical Prize of the
same sum; offered by the Rev. W.
Shepherd , was determined partly by
a vivd race examination, partly by the
inspection of written compositions ;
and in the evening the following classes
were examined, the ju nior Greek, the
senior Hebrew and Sy riac, the senior
Mathematics and the Modern History,
and Orations were read by Mr. Potter,
On Friendshi p as a Christian Virtue,
and by Mr. Crompton , On the Charac-
ter of the younger Cato. On Wed-
nesday, the jun ior Hebrew, t he j unior
and second L atin , the ju nior and second
Mathematics, the second Greek, the
Ancient History, the Evidence and
the Natural Philosophy Classes were
examined, an d Orations were read by
Mr. Taylor , On the Origin and Pro-
gress of Christianity, and the Impossi-
bility of accounting for it fro m Natural
Causes ; by Mr. W.Needham, On the
Influence of Civili zation on Virtue and
Happiness ; by Mr. F. Fletcher, On
the Orig in and Province of Romance ;
by Mr. Joshua Stanger , On Commerce;
by Mr. H aslam, On the Design of
Judaism, an d its Influence on the
World ; and by Mr. John Wellbeloved ,
On the A pplicat ion of the Principle of
Association to explain the Pleasures
we derive from Poetry and the Fine
Arts. On Thursday, the Theological
Classes went th rough a careful exa-
mination, as did also those in Meta-

physics, Ethics and the Belles JLettres,
and the senior Greek and Latin
Classes, with the second Hebrew.
Orations also were delivered , by Mr.
Worsley, On the Obj ection* to the
Evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ ; by Mr. Hey wood, On the
Causes which favoured the Perfection
of the Fine Arts in Greece; by Mr.
JLanglands, On the Political Character
Of Mil ton; by Mr. Benyou, On the
Sourc es of Human Happiness ; by
Mr. Wood , On the problem, How far,
and in what manner, Universal Phi-
lanth rophy may be rendered a ma-
nageable principle of Human Action ?
an d a Sermon, by Mr. Cannon , on
Eph. ii. 12, last clause, ocSf soi sv red
koc^m. The examination was closed,
as usual, by an Address from the
Visitor, which, at the request of the
Trust ees present, is sent for insertion
in the Monthl y Repository.

Gent lemen ,—It now remains for me
to close this long and satisfactory ex-
amination , by returning you our best
thanks for the proofs of attention to
you r studies, which \ou have generally
given throu ghout the whole of it; an d
by announcing , that the prizes for
dili gence, proficiency and regularity
of conduct, amidst much general ex-
cellence of conduct, have been awarded
to Mr. William Henry Fletcher, Mr.
Francis Fletcher and Mr. John Well-
beloved. The Classical Prize, pro-
posed by the Rev. W. Shepherd , the
exa miners, finding themsel ves under
the necessity of coming to an absol ute
decision, have thought it right, on the
whole, to award to Mr, John Well-
beloved ; though they feel it but jus-
t ice, at the same time, to declare, that
Mr. F. Fletcher's claims were so very
nearly equal to those of his friend, as
to render it a matter of difficult deci-
sion. The same must be said of the
Mathematical Prize, proposed by Ro-
bert Philips, Esq., which is given to
Mr. Nicholas Gibson, though it must
be acknowledged he had able compe-
titors in Mr. W. H. Fletcher and Mr.
Lee. The Prize for the best delivery
of his Oration is voted to Mr. Wood.

I hope our young friends who are
leav ing us, will permit us to express
our best w ishes for thei r happiness and
success in their various pursuits, and
our trust, may I not say our confident
expectation, that they will do honour
to their Alma Mater, by a <iarefW

r

496 Intelligence,—Manchester College, York.



application of the knowled ge which
they have here acqui red to their own
credit and to the advantage of society.
I only venture to express , as an indi-
vidua l, my regret , that several of our
young lay-friendsshoul d not have found
it convenien t to extend thei r stay with
us th rough the third year of the course ;
as it certainl y appears to me, that a
more enlarg ed acqu aintan ce with the
classic writers of anti quity, and the
princi ples of polite literatu re, would
prove a highl y ornamental accom-
plishmen t, and a sourc e of refined and
elegant pleasure m future years ; th at
the stud y of eth ics, and more espe-
cially of jurisprudence and political
economy, is at least as requisite for
those who are to be encaged in the
affairs , of civil and activ e life, as for
the Christian Divine ; that the sublime
views of the Newtonian Philoso phy
are eminentl y calculated to enlarge
the mind ; and th at the foundatio ns
and evidences of nat ural and revealed
religion, without regard to the pecu-
liariti es of sect or part y, can hardl y
fail to prove a most interestin g subject
to persons of  ̂every profession , and to
supply the best princi ples for the di-
rect ion of the conduct. In thus ex-
pressin g, however , my own private
opinion , I do not presume to interfere
with the decision of your friends, whose
views for you, in future life, must
necessaril y regulate their disposal of
your time for the present.

*• To some of those of you who are to
ret urn I have a piece of advice to offer,
which may be thou ght at variance
with some observations contained in
my last add ress, and which it migh t
seem needless to add ress to a youthfu l
audieoce at all ; but which some oc-
currenc es during the last session ap-
pear to have rendered > necessary : it
is, that you would guard against in-
temperate stud y; which is often as
per niciou«, in its immediate conse-
queq ees, thou gh differing in point of
mora l delinquency , as intemperance of
another kind. What is the object of
our studies at all , but their usefu l ap-
plication to self-impr ovement and the
good of mankind , in the course of the
futur e life ? But these objects , it is
plain, must be quite defeated , if, by
the very mode of prosecutin g our stu-
dies, we ruin our health or disturb our
H>ental facul ties. I mean not to dis-
suade from moderate stud y j perh aps

I would *not have any of you stud y less
than you hav e done : but I would
have your studi es regulated by a due
attention to time, to exercise, and to
diet . There is commonl y time enough
for all this between the usual hours of
risin g and retiring to rest : if it is
thoug ht desirable to add still more, J
would rat her take it from tbje season
of rest in the morning than in the
evening. Aurora Musis arnica , is'the
observa tion of a Latin poet : and
thou gh I own I am not very fond of
complying with the advice of our fa-
vourite Horace, Posces ante diem li-
brum cum lumine t yet an hour or two
raay be added to the day at this end
of it, during the greatest part of the
year withou t any such necessity ; but
in the ful l enjoyment of what Dr.
Franklin calls " the cheap light of the
sun. " The last age afford ed a miser *-
able example of the effects of late stud y
in the case of the eminent Dr. Fur-
neaux , who brough t on, by its intem-
perate indulgence , the total overth row
of the powers of a noble mind. And
the subject has very latel y been forci-
bly presen ted to my mind by a recent
visit to Notting ham , and to the ro-
man tic scener y in its neighbou rh ood,
which was the favourite resort of the
interes ting but unfo rtunate Hen ry
Kirke White , * where ,' says his bio-
grap her , * he would read til l two or
three in the morning, then throw him-
self into bed for an hour or two, and
rise at five to pursue his bane ful stu-
dies.'—The conseque nce of this we
know in his premat ure death .

" I do not , however , encourage you
to expect , that if you avoid the error
of this excellent and extrao rdinar y
young man , you will therefo re secure
to yourselves a health y and a long life.
A very differen t , but obvious reflec-
tion , I doubt not , has for some weeks
past, presented itself to ' your minds
with some pecul iar force. Within
the mansion s of deat h are now depo-
sited the remains of a youth ,* who,
when we were last assembled on this

* John Stratton , Esq. of Lower Berk -
ham stead , Herts , ^vho died May 24 last , at
his Uncle's house at Low Layton , Essex , in
the 21st year of his ag-e. He had passed
throu gh his th ree years1, cours e as a lay-
student \ and his name is mentioned with
distinction in the Reports of Examina tion *,
1815 and 1816.
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occasion, was alive and active, intent
on future schemes, and promising him-
.self, no doubt, many future scenes
of enjoyment. With many of you he
had enjoyed the enlivening hours of
social intercourse, and with innocent
cheerfulness partaken of your amuse-
ments ; with some of you probably
had cultivated a ' friendship, ardent,'
but alas also transient, * as the sum-
mer's noon/ Your minds, my young
frien ds, are deeply impressed ; I sym-
pathize with you in the impression,
for I remember once to have felt the
same : I remember the tender and fa-
therly concern with which my re-
spected tutor Dr. Enfield, (the an-
cestor of some of yourselves) addressed
the body of his pupils at that time ;*
and I would try to adapt some of his
admonitions on that occasion , for your
benefit on this.

" I trust you will attend to and obey
the lessons of instruction, which such
an event is calculated, with such au-
thority and energy, to inculcate. It
is, I am aware, no easy task for the
youthful mind to admit and pursue
such reflections m, but yet, my young
friends, since your lives are not the
less precarious because you may en-
deavour to persuade yourselves of their
stability, it caunot surely admit of a
dispute, that it is your wisdom to pre-
pare for whatever may be in the plan of
Providence concerning you. You have
before you an affecting proof, in the
death of \our friend and late associate,
that you have no security for the con-
tinuance of your own lives to any dis-
tant period. For a moment, then,
make the supposition , that in a very
f e w  years, perhaps months or weeks,
you may find yourselves sinking under
consu mption, on a sudden attacked
with fever or other violent disease, or
by some unforeseen event, to which
we improperl y give the .name of acci-
dent, p laced in an instant at the brink
of the grave! In such a situation, what
kind of reflections would you wish to
make on your past lives ? Would it
be any satisfaction, at such a moment,
to look back on scenes of debauchery
and profaneness ; to remember that
you had disgraced your natures, and

-̂  — ¦- w . r ¦ 
. i _ . i i ' - ¦ i-i i - 

# Funeral Sermon for Mr. John Galway,
* student at Warringfton, who died Feb t 8,
1777.

perhaps hastened your end , by the
indulgence of licentious passions; to
be conscious that the short time you
have been permitted to spend in the
world has not been improved to any
of those valuable purposes for which a
rational being ought to live ; to re-
collect a series of actions which you r
righteous Judge has forbidden, and to
feel yourselves entering into his pre-
sence under the dominion of disposi-
tions which you are well assured he
will condemn ? Would the remem-
brance of vicious pleasures then afford
you any compensation for the consci-
ousness of guilt, and the anguish of a
wounded spirit ?—Would it not, on
the other hand, afford you the most
substantial ground of consolation and
rejoicing to be able to reflect, that
you had spent your short life inno-
cently and laudably, that you had laid
in a stock of useful k nowledge, and
established principles and habits; which
you can carry with you into the life
to come with an humble hope of your
Maker's acceptance ? Let me ask you
also, (and I am sure that at least there
are some here present who will not
think this a trifling circumstance)
whether, at such a season, you would
not much rather that the recollection
of your characters should minister
consolation to the minds of your af-
flicted parents, than that it should add
to the burden of their grief ? Remem-
ber then, that it is a wise and virtuous
son alone that niaketh a glad father,
but that a foolish son is a grief and a
shame to his mother.

" On the supposition, then , that
you will shortly receive a summons
from your Maker to appear in his pre-
sence, you are convinced that it is your
wisdom to spend you r day s in inno-
cence and virtue. And surely it will
be no less your wisdom if your lives
be protracted even to old age. If you
only regard the presen t state, a mo-
ment's reflection must convince you,
that you are more likely to find a hap-
piness that will last th rough life in a
well-Cultivated understanding, in ha-
bits of purity and temperance, and in
the manly and rational pursuits of vir-
tue and religion, than in the licentious
gratification of appetite, or the dull
round of dissipation -9 that the deceit-
ful attractions of vicious pleasure will
quickly fade, and be replaced by the
pain and loathing of a diseased and
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wasted constituti on ; that a life of
vicious indulgence will forfeit you the
esteem of all the wise and good, and
leave you useless outcasts of society ,
shunn ed by othe rs and a load to your -
selves, to dra g on the poor remains of
a life which will da ily gro w more an d
more insipid, til l at last it becomes a
useless burden, which you wish, yet
dread, to lay down.

" But the close of a life, however
long, must come at last. What re-
flections and pros pects will then best
sustain your spirits ? Whether will
it be more desira ble, at such a season ,
to revie w a life wasted in foolish and
frivolous pursuits , dishonoure d by a
long train of vices, a life for Tvhich
your own heart must condemn you ;
or to be able to look back throug h
a long course of years employed in
ra tional pursuits , in active services to
your fellow-creatures , and in obedi-
ence to the laws of heaven ; to leave
an honourabl e testimony to your vir -
tues in the hearts of your admiring
friends ; to make the last importan t
step into the urikuown world with an
undisturbed mind , and to appear be-
fore the Jud ge of the whole earth
with an humble hope of his accepta nce,
and a joyful expectation of eter nal life ?
—You cannot doubt whether it will be
better , at that hour, to have a hear t
oppresse d with guilt, and agitated
with terro r ; or to enjo y that peace
which th is world, with all its plea*
tures, cannot give.

" Whether the impressions , which
the late event has made upon your
minds , will be perman ent enoug h to
infl uence you r future conduct, time
alone can shew your friends : but th is
conviction I am certain you now feel,
that it is your wisdom to prepare for
a similar event , which must certainl y,
and may soon , arrive to each of you.

** You will soon be thrown among
scenes of tem ptation , from which, lii-
thert o in life, let us hope , you have
been kept free. We cannot , if we
would- nor would we if we could ,
tak e or keep you out of the worl d, in
which it is our ambi tion and hope to
prepare you for becoming eminentl y
useful ; but it is our hearts * desire and
pra yer for you all, that you may be
kept from the evil.

** But if vicious pleasures should
eirtiqe you, if appetite and passion
should dra w you astr ay, if the lieen^

tious and profan e should be success-
ful in employing thei r seducin g art **
to betray you, if you should unh ap-
pil y forget , for a time, every serious
truth of which you have here been
reminded , I need not bid you recol -
lect, your conscience will sometime
force you to remem ber, that there was
a time when you thoug ht otherwise.
In the moment of serious thoug ht—
and it w ill come—you will feel,, that ,
though the sacred obligations of virtue ,
an d the awfu l sanctions of reli gion,
may for a time be forgotten or despised,
they have a reality and importance
which cannot be destroyed .

" But let me hope, that every ap-
prehension of this kind is without '
foundation : let me indul ge the plea-i
sing idea , that this solemn event has*
not spoken to you in vain.

" ltds now—O let it ever be, your
firm resolve,
c My hea rt shal l not rep roach me so long

as 1 live j , ,
Till I die, I will not remove my integrity

from me !' "
The compan y then separated , afte r

a short devot ional exercise , highly
gratifi ed with the employment of th« :
four days.
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Eastern Unitarian Society.
The Fifth Yearly Meetin g of this

Society was held at Framling ham, in
Suffolk, on Wednesday and Thursday,
June £5th and 26th. The Service of
Wednesday evening was conducted

Manchester College, York.
The next Session will commence

on k Thursday, Sept. 18th , 1817- ft
is very desi ra ble that all the Student *
should assem ble on that day, as the
choice of apartments wil l take place
on Friday , the 19th , and the arrange-
ment of the Classes on Saturday the
2Oth, Public business will begin on
Monday, Sept. 22nd. Applicat ions
for admission as Lay-Students , are
requeste d to be immediatel y addresse d
to the Rev. Charles Wellbeloved ,
M anc hester College, York , that the
necessary preparation s may be mad e
for their accommodati on .

T. H. ROBENS ON,
J. G. ROBBE RDS,

Secretaries.
Manchester,

Aug. \5th, 1817.



by Mr . Perry and Mr. ScargH L That
of Thursday morning by Mr. Fullagar ,
Mr * Scarg ill and Mr. Madge. The
Meeting was filled with attentive au-
ditors , and it is hoped that all who
heard the excellent discourses which
were delivered , went awa y with an
increase d knowled ge and love of the
genuine doct rines of the Gospel. Afte r
the morning service, the business of
the Society was transact ed. Thomas
Robi nson, Esq., of Bury , in the Chair.
It appeared by the Report , that the
number of Tracts circulate d in the
past year , exceeded that of any former
one. The Committee having recom-
mended to the differen t churche s in
the Association , the formation of Fel-
lowship Funds , as a measure well cal-
culated to unite the Uuitaria n body,
and to call its powers into easy and
activ e operation ; the meeting resolved,
that the report be printed and gene-
rall y circulated among the respecti ve
congregati ons in Norfol k and Suffolk,
in order to pr epa re the way for the
adoption of so benefi cial a plan. The
Treasurer 's accounts were then laid
before the Society,, and its funds ap-
peared to be in a flourishing and im-
proving state. Mr. J. L. Marsh and
Mr. Edward Tay lor were re-elected
Treasur er and Secreta ry for the ensu-
ing year, and the next yearl y meeting
was appointed to be held at Pa lgrave ,
on the last Wednesday and_ Thursday
in June . Fifty-five gentlemen and
ladies afterwa rds dined at the Crown
Inn , Georg e Watson , Esq., of Sax-
linghan i in the chair. The assembling
of such a number at so small and (to
most of the subscribers ) distant a town
as Framlingham , is a gratif ying proof
of the increasing interest that is felt
in the objects of the society, and of
the respect which is felt by all* for
the amiable and excellent minister of
the place. When the sentiment ,
4* Civil and Religious Libert y all over
the World ," was given after dinner ,
Mr. Mad ge observed , t hat the declar -
at ion of such a wish must at all ti mes
be congenial to the mind of every
Unitarian . It was to thei r honou r that
they had uniforml y shewn themselves
consistent friends to both : civil and
religious liberty were indeed so inti -
rnH tely connected , that they must
flour ish or decay together. But in
times like the prefeewjt, when the cry
4t hetfeay and blasp hemy was raited

for the basest purposes , it behoved tr *
to shew our attac hment to the great
cause of freedom by every possible
exertion . If we slum bered , the enemy
would sow tares , and the noxious and
ban eful weeds of bigotry and persecu -
tion would choke and poison the pure
doct rines of the Gospel . We must
have o*ir loins al ways girded , and be
rea dy to meet and repel every attack
upon our reli gious privi leges. He had
un derstood that the disgraceful prose -
cution against Mr. Wright , of Liver -
pool, would be persevered in, upon
the ground that his sermon was cal-
cu lated to bring the doctrines of the
Established Church into contempt. If
so, w hat Unitarian preacher could
hope to escape persecution , provided
he performed his duty ? He could not
speak of the Trin itarian doctrine , with-
out saying it was self-contradic tory,
and contra dictor y to the langua ge of
Scri pture. This might be called
brin ging the establish ed rel igion into
contempt. But he had no reason to
doubt , whatever the event of this pro -
secution might be, that his brethren
would* with the rap ostle, resolve 4C to
obey God rather than man ,97 and not
be deterred by * any unmanly fears
fro m the fearless and open avowal of
religious truth. The Chai rman having
given " the rtiemories of Emlyn , Man -
n ing and Barron, the fathers of Unita-
nanism hi this district ,"—Mr. Toms
detailed several very interesting par-
ticu lars relating to those venerable
champ ions of the Unitarian faith . The
health of '* the Bishop ; of the Diocese**
having been given, Mr * Mad ge took
occasion to pay his tribute of the sin-
cerest esteem towar ds that excellent
man . He had bad the pleasure of
recei ving the most respectful attentio n
from him, and he believed bo man
living better understood , or more
highl y valued the * true princi ples of
religious libert y than the Bishop of
Norwich . The Chairman then gave
" ¦ May all our Dissenting brethren
leara and love the libert y m which
they stan d, an d resis t every attemp t
from within and without to enslave
them. " Mr. Edward Taylor said,
that our duty, when open attac ks were
made upon the rights of conscience by
those without , had been so ably laid
down by his friend Mr * Madge  ̂ that
lie should confin e himself to a few
observations on. the other soft of at*
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tacks which the toast alluded to. It
was most strange that Dissenters
should seek to put a yoke of bondage
about the necks of their brethren , or
that they should be found publicl y
suppo rting the avowed enemies of civil
and religious liberty. Such , however,
he lamented to say, was the case.
Insta nces of the sort were too numer-
ous- In the recen t election for the
county of Norfol k, Mr. Butterw orth ,
well known as a leadin g character
among a cert ain, class of Dissenters ,
had writte n circ ulars to many indivi-
duals in order to influence thei r votes
in favou r of the candid ate , who boaste d
that his success was princi pal ly owing
to the support he had received from
the Clergy and the Administration .
These lette rs had been eagerl y cau ght
at during the contest , pri nted and
circulated among the Dissenters with
this title : " Copy of a Letter from
Josep h Butterworth , Esq., the mem-
ber for Coventry, a great patro n of
charities and of the Dissenting in-
terest.' 1 From some Dissenters he re-
ceived tbe answer which his letter
deserved, but man y 'were influenc ed
by this " pat ron " of their cause, to
desert thei r princi ples. He regretted
to observe , among many of their mi-
nisters , a cring ing and court ly ser-
vility,, wholl y unworth y the descen-
dants of tbe Puritans. We had lived
to witness strange conduct among
Dissen ting ministers . One of them
had signalized himself by reading the
Churc h of Englan d Litu rgy in a
chapel before two Royal Dukes. Be-
tween such men, and the venerable
fathers of non-con formity, there seemed
to be nothing in common but the
mere name. Such conduc t on the
part of their ministe rs had produced
on t heir docks the effects which might
naturall y be expected . Many, whose
ancestors had signa lized them selves
by their attachmen t to non-confo r-
mity, wer e now seeking churc h or
corporation honou rs, while others
wer e onl y held to the Dissenting in-
terest by a thread. He trusted , that
the ministers of the Eastern district ,
and those more especiall y whom he
then saw, would shew how deeply
they felt the val ue of the pri nciples of
non-conformity, by a sedulous and
ear nest incu lcation of them.

1 In the course of the afterno on the
e&ertiotiB of tbe Jiving as weti *ft tire

Kent and Sussex Unitarian Christia n
Association.

The Annual M eeting of the Kent
and Sussex Unitarian Christian Asso-
ciation was holden at Tente rden , on
the 25th June , when a discourse was
delivered by Mr. Thomas Rees, F. S. A.
from Isaiah xl. 25, to a numerous and
very attentive audit ory . In pointin g
out the princi pal objections to the cola*
monl y received doctrine of tbe Trinit y,
he shewed the utter inconsisten cy of
the supposed derivative existence of
the Son and the Holy Ohost from the
Fath er as the source , with that self-
existence which is essential to the one
true God. He exhibited the absu rdity
of imagining that there can be in aiiy
sense, three omnipresent persons to
constitu te the one Jehovah , and seve-
ral ly exercising infin ite power through *-
out the unive rse. He contrasted the
simplicity of the Unitarian system,
with the glarin g incongruitie s attend -
ing the idea of the union of the Deity
with human nature , so intimatel y as
to constitute one person , with a crea-
ture who was subjected to the imbe-
cilities of infancy and childhood , and
the general infirmities att endant on
our morta l frame , more especiaU y
with the notion that the immortal
God could become mortal , and par -
take in the expiring * agonies of the
man Jesus.

The devotions were eomlcted bf
Mr. L. Holden and Mr. A, Harris.
882 Tracts , calcula ted to explai n and
illustrate the princi ples of Unitarian
Christianity, or to vindicate its evi-
dences and enforce its obligations *have been distributed by the Society
in the last year . Among these are 4Q
copies of Mr. Fox 's luminous sermon .
on the Com par ati ve Tendency of Uf*t»
tarianism and Calvini sm, and 19O of
Mr. Wrig ht 's usefu l Essays On va riou s
points of Controversy ; partic ularly
44 of his Essa y on the Universal Resto -
ration. As the ultimate destination of
that large portion of mankind , whose
mora l state on the great day of judg-
ment, will disquali fy them from enter *
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memories of the departe d champions
of the Unitarian cause, were grate *
fully remembe red ; a spi rit of Chris-
tian friendship, zeal and union; per-
vaded all present , and it is hoped that
the impressions derived from thtis
meetin g, will be lasting and beneficial.



ing into the immedi ate partici pation
of immortal felicity, is not distinctl y
predicted in the Scri ptures, Unitarian s
are uniforml y agreed only in the con-
clusiop* that endless torments is a doc-
trine most remote fro m the designs of
the all-mercifu l Creator. Were inqui-
ries more confined to objects neare r
our observati on, such as the natu re
and design of death , of the universal
resu rrection , some to the immediate
fruition of immortal felicity, and others
to a stat e of j udgmen t, and jus t dis-
crimina tion in the condition and treat -
ment of vicious characters , accordin g
to their various degrees of guilt , it is
proba ble that the most sati sfactor y
inferences would be derived respectin g
the wise and beneficent purpose s of
God, althoug h the ultimate result of
his dispensation s may exceed the reac h
of our faculties full y to determine , and
as it respects the offendin g part of
mankind , may at present be involved
in awful uncertainty.

Much interestin g inform ation was
received from our friends from dif-
feren t quarters . The f ree spiri t of
trut h is exertin g itself, by variou s
methods , for prom oting bot h its diffu-
sion and its increasing influence on
the minds of those by whom it has
been alr ead y embraced . Our Cra n-
brook fr iends , by their Secretar y,
(Mr. W. Dobell,) write as follows :—
** Our chief means of making - our
opinions known , are by pul pit dis-
courses, publ ic conferences and pr ivate
conversation. At our conferences we
occasionall y have some written ad-
dresses from the younger part of our
friends , both male and female, which
do credit to 'thei r understandin g and
thei r hearts , and which we wish to
encoura ge, not onl y in our own but in
all our societies." The like rational
and inter esting methods are act ively
pursued by our friends at Batt le,
where a varie ty of controversial tract s,
chiefl y by Mr. Wri ght , hav e been
copiousl y distributed , and much ex-
ertion has been successfull y mad e in
calling f orth talent at their pub lic
conferences , which are numerousl y at-
tended . This practice of engaging
the active powers of the mind and its
social affec t ions in the mutual investi -
gation and discussion of trut h, and
thus of giving it a general inte rest and
impress ion, which can never be pro-
duced while the faculties remain in

passive inaction, has been partiall y
adopted in most of our other societies.
As the sublime truths of rel igion are
distin guished from the gross errors
with which they nave been con-
founded , by their readiness to court
the light , so it is by calling the mind
into action , and infusing thei r sacred
influen ces through the affection s, a*
they flow in social intercou rse and
free discussion , that they can be ex-
pected to maintai n their sovere ign
sway over our conduct . Whi le our
brethren are thus engaged in edifying
one another , t hey are , we trust , awar e
of the peculiar care which is neces-
sary, in rendering rel igious and mora l
truth intellig ible, and consequentl y
inter esting to thei r children. The at-
tention which some of our Maid stone
friends have devoted to this humbl e
but useful undertaking ', has proved
the means of awakening an interes t to
the objects of religion and duty in
thei r young minds , and the effects of
it ar e apparent in their deportment.

It appea red from the information of
two of our Dover friends that Unita -
rianis m has recentl y made an extra -
ordin ary progress in that town. Its
princi ples having been distinctl y
stated and illustrated , a great degree
of interest has been very extensivel y
excited, and the Gener al Baptist
chapel, in which these laudable exer-
tion s are made, is now overflowin g
with a vast accession of persons , won
by the force of evidence and the
beauty of truth . A ver y effectual
instru ment in the production of these
great effects, has been of so humble a
natu re , that it may , serve as a useful
hint of the practic ability of promoting
truth by much less costl y means than
those which custom has sanctified to
the support of error. One of those
shops to which we resort to have the
exterior of the seat of intelli gence ad-
j usted , has been very successfull y
employed by its worth y proprietor in
fu rnishin g the interior with just con-
ception s concerning the Creat or.
Numerous Unitarian Tracts have been
distributed from it, and ^t has been
made the centre of much interesting
and profitable discussion.

The atten tion of the trttly  respect *
able bod y of General Baptists having
been dra wn toward the great questio n
concerning the object of worsh ip, we
find ' them at their late association at
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Cra nforook denominating themselv es
** the old Unita ri an General Baptists.9 *
But it appears .that some of the mem-
bers of the church at Smarden and
Stap lehurst have latel y seceded from
the connexion , and by a letter ad-
dressed to their late pasto r (Mr. B.
Austen) » have expressed themselves
as if thei r hopes were founded rather
on the imag inar y agonies and death of
their Almighty Maker , than on the
resurrection of the man Jesus from
the " dust of death 1' to a state of un-
dying felicity. Mr. Auste n has since
been excluded from tbeir pulpit , and
with about twent y of his friends has
withdrawn to a private house to cele-
brate the worship of the only living
and true God.

A distinct statement of the rules ,
with some new regulat ions, including
several addi tional objects received the
sanction of the society, and we trust
will prove die means of cementin g
our union more closely and rende ring
it more efficient. The unanimous
thanks of the society were voted .** to
Mr. John Wright , of Liverpool , for
the trul y Christian manner in which
he has conducted himself under the
prosecution that has been commenced
against him, for the open avowal of
those holy and benevolent princi ples
for the promul gation of which they
were associated ." The society also ex-
pressed " thei r condolence with Mr.
<J bar Ies Herbert , under the very dis-
tress ing circumstances to which he
has been exposed on. account of his
Ur m adher ence to princi ple." Mr .
Herbert embraced the opportunit y of
expressin g his acknowled gments to
his ben efactors in a written address,
of which the following is an extract :
** It is with feelings of the highest
grati tude I return you my most sin- ,
cere thanks for a most kind , bene-
volent and . liberal support of a wife
and nine childre n during the last six
month s, a support so trul y liberal ,
that I have been furnished with the
nieans of seeking a situation whenever
one has offered , whiqh I could not
have don e had it not been for you.
In scarcel y any other brea st lias my
deplorable case excited the least feeling
of compassion , not even among st my
near est relations—very far fro m it. I
have at last taken a house at Dover
for the educat ion of a select number
of young gentlemen , in all the various

branches of commercial and polite
education , and hope, by a strict att en-
tion to the improvement of my pupil s,
still to merit the pro tection of my
worth y friends. " Justice requires
that it should be added that , thou gh
our friends in Kent and Sussex have
contribute d to the rel ief of Mr. H»
according to their abilities , and thou gh
we are indebted to a friend for a veiry
liberal donation , yet it is to our friends
in London and other more distant
par ts , chiefl y throug h the medium of
Mr. Aspland and Mr. Belsham , par-
ticularl y to the amp le largesses of a
philanthro pist wh ose name has not
been announced , that he owes the
princi pal of the support which he ha*
received .

We shall only add , that a compan y
of about one hundred and forty friends
dined together , and were joined by
about fi fty more who cordiall y united
in some appropriate sentiments which
were given on the occasion . The
case of Mr. Joh n Wri ght, in particu lar*dre w forth some animated remar ks,
and excited much interest. All ap-
pea red much encouraged to unite and
proceed in the work of endeavo urin g
to cal l the attention of our fellow-men
to an examination of their religious
princi ples, that they may be led to
distinguish €< what is trut h," to esti-
mate its value, and to embrace it " in
the love of it."

Ma idstone, T. PIN E, Sec.
Jul y  11, 181 7.
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Since the above meetin g, the fol-
lowing Petition for relief from, the
requisition to submit to the perform -,
ance of the Marriage Ceremony has
received nearl y f ive hundre d signa-
tu res, and has been presented to the
House of Commons by Mr. W. Smith ,
and , we believe, to the House of Lord *
by the Marquis of Lansdowne :
" To the Honourab le the Commons of

Grea t JBj ^itain and Ire land* in Par-
liament assembled ;
" The Petition of the Associated

Unitarian Christians of Kent and Sus-
sex—Humbl y sheweth ,

" That your Petitioners , dissenti ng
from the Established Church upon
the principle that Christ is their sole
Head in matters of reli gion, are deeply
impressed with the inconsistenc y of
submission , on thei r part , to the Mar-
riage Ceremony of that Chu rch , as an



act whereb y its authorit y to decree
sites and ceremonies is acknowledged,
and this their leading princi ple of
dissent is violated.

** That as Unitarian Chri stians , your
Peti tioners cannot exculpate them-
selves from the charge of a pal pable
violation of moral p rinciple in joining "
in devotions add ressed to the Father ,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; and
particularl y in receiving a benediction
pronounced for the ratificatio n of the
ceremony, in the name of God the
Father , God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost.

" That finding that the British Le-
gislature, in an Act passed in the rei gn
of his Majesty George the Second,
relating to Marri age, recognis ed the
importa nce and sufficienc y of such
religious scru ples, by exempting the
Jew s and Quakers from all obligation
to submit to its provis ions, so far as it
respected the Members of their severa l
communions 5 your Petitioners feel
encoura ged to submit their case to the
considerat ion of your Honoura ble
House, and humbl y to petition , that
they also may be al lowed to marry
among themselves, in conformity with
thei r rel igious principles. And your
Pet itioners will ever pray/ '

South Wales Unitaria n Booh Society.
The Annual Meeti ng was held at

the Unitarian chapel in Carmarth en,
on Tuesday the 8th Jul y instant , and
not on Thursday the 10th , as stated
by mistake in the .not ice, which ap-
peared in the Repository for May.
The services commenced on Mon day
evening , Jul y 7th , when the Rev.
Rees Lloyd, of Kingswood, near Bir-
mingham, read the Script ures and
prayed in Eng lish. The Rev. D.
Davis, of Neath , prea ched an inte-
resting English sermon from Rom.
viii. 32, and the Rev. Joh n Thomas ,
of Llwyn-y-gToes then delivered an
excellent Welsh discourse on Reli-
gious Libertyf from Rom. xiv. 4, 5,
and the Rev. William Rees, of Pen-
rhiw , closed the service -with a Welsh
prayer. On Tuesday morning the
service was introduced in English by
the Rev. R. Awbrey , of Swansea ;
then the Rev . T. Rees, of London , de-
livered a masterl y statement of the
obj ections to the doctrine of the Trinity,
from Isaiah xl. 25, •' To whom will
ye liken roe, or shall I be equal , saith

the Holy One ?" The Rev. Joh n Jam es,
of Bridgend, afterwar ds preached a
most ad mirable Welsh sermon on the
perf ect and universal love of God, from
1 Joh n iv. $, ** God is love," and con-
cluded the service. The business of
the society was th en transacted iti the
chapel ; several new members were
added to the list, and the next anni -
versary appointed to be held at Llwyn -
y-groes, in Cardi ganshi re j the Rev
John Evans , of Carmarthen , to be the
preacher . A large compan y of country
people afterwards retired to an Inn to
parta ke of refreshmen ts, pr ovided for
them by the congregation . The mi-
nisters, twenty-four in number , and a
respec table party of friends , in all
fifty-seven, dined on an economical
plan at the White Lion Inn. Afte r
dinn er, the usual sentiment s being
proposed from the chair , gave rise
to several appro pria te and animated
speeches ; and the a&ernoon was
passed in the utmost harmon y. The
evening service was introduced by
Mr. 1\ Rees, and Mr. Awbrey
preach ed a very judicious and impres-
sive discourse, in English, on the object
and nature of Christian worship, from
John iv. £3. The venera ble and Rev.
D. Davies, of LJwyn-rh yd-Owen , then
preach ed in Welsh from Phil. iii. 2O,
an engaging sermon on the heavenly
citizenship  of true Christians, and con-
cluded the service 'with pray er. The
congregations at all the services were
very large and respectable , an d many
per sons attended from the neigh-
bouri ng counties of Glamorga n, Car-
digan and Pembroke * The meeting
will be long remembere d by all the
frien ds present with feelings of satis-
faction and delight.

Jul y  2O, 1817- T.
¦̂
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Unitarian Tract Society, West Riding
of Yorhshire,

The second Anniversar y Meeting
of the Unitarian Tract Society, for
the West Riding of Yorkshire , was
held at Wake fiekL on the 11th of
June last. The business of the day
commenced with Divine Service ; of
which the intr oductory and devotional
part was conduc ted by the Rev. John
Ken rick , A. M. Solemn, earnest and
impassioned was the address to the
Deity j and we trust , it ascended as
the incense of praise , from hearts sin-
cere-



The Hev . Thomas Jervi s addressed
the audience from Joh n xiii. 17" :
** If  y e  know these thin gs, happy are
ye if ye do them ," The venerable
pre acher, in a strai n of masculi ne ar-
gument , and with a deliver y the most
impressive, pointed out the value of
Chr istian knowled ge, and the pro -
pr iety of using our rational faculties
in our resea rches after . trut h. He
then dwelt , with the happ iest effect,
on the practical influence this know-
ledge should have on our lives. It
was a clear, copious, and irresist ible
torren t of reason ing ; exhibiting the
same evangelical sty le and spirit , so
conspicuous in the discourses with
which that gentleman has alread y
favoured the religious world.

After the service, the report of the
Tract Society was read by the Rev.
R. Astley, of Hal ifax, who . had kindl y
accepted the office of Secreta ry, in the
room of the Rev. H. Turn er , removed
from Brad ford to Nottin gham. The
report was highly satisfactory, and
called forth some excellent observa -
tions from different members , expres s
sive of the utilit y of the Association ,
not only in the diffusion of Christian
truth , by the distri bution of tracts ,
but also m forming a bond of union
between the ministers and mem bers
of different congregations. Before the
form ation of this Society, the con-
gregations of the Protestant Dissenters
seemed al most isolated -y now they
meet, co-operate , and by thei r united
and unslackened effort s, produce in
these parts the most astonishing revo-
lutions in the minds and hearts of
men.

When the business of the Tract
Society was concluded , about sixty
gentlemen sat down to a plain and
comfor table dinner , at the Stra fford
Ar ms. Man y subje cts congenial to
the purposes of the Meetin g were in-
trod uced ; among which , of major
importanc e, was the infan t cause at
Hud dersfield. A statement of its
rise, prog ress and present condition
was given by the Rev. J. Donoug hue,
of Lit igate. The success which had
attended the labou rs of Messrs. Beattie
and Donoughue in that populou s place,
and the flattering pro spects which still
offered themselves for future exertio n,
jn ter eateq, every heart , and awakened
a generou s desire to support an under-
taking which promi sed such happy

results. Dr. Thomson , who may bo
trul y considere d as the parent of the
cause, stepped forward and made a
most fervent and pressing appeal to
his friends in its behalf. It pro ved
irr esistible. A liberal subscri ption
was immediatel y ente red into , which
would mere than cover all the ex-
penses of fitting up our new place of
wors hip.

The Rev. John Gaskell , who is
latel y sett led at Thome, gave a most
pleasing account of the Society there .
He found them well-infor med, united
in love and glowing with zeal. In
the nam e of his congregation , he de-
sired that Thorne might be added to
the Association , and the Annual Meet -
ing held there in rotation.

The next Anniversary is to be con-
sidered as the Lid gate Meeti ng; owing,
however , to its proximit y to Hudde rs-
field, and for the sake of convenience,
and the encouragement it will afford
our breth ren there , it is proposed that
it shal l be held in th at town ; when
we hope a numerous attendance will
witness, and celebrate the complete,
tr iump h of Unitarianis jn in H udders-
field.

J . D.

Western Unitarian Society, and Devon
and Cornwall Association *

The Annual Meetings of the West -
ern Unitarian Society, anjl the Devon,
and Cornw all Unitarian A ssociation ,
were held at Exete r, on Wednesday,
July 9th . Divine service was int ro-
duced by the Rev. Benjamin Mardon ,
of Glasgow ; the R.ev. J oseph Fawcett ,
of Yeovit offered the general prayer *and the sermon was preached by the.
Rev. J ohn Kenrick , M. A, Classical
Tutor at Manchester College, York ,
Mr. K/s text was 1 Tim. vi. 4: " The
doctrine according to godli ness." The
sermon was an able , judici ous and
eloquent defence of the Unitarian doc-
tri nes as being best calculated \o pro *
mote godliness. We have great plea-
sur e in informing the Unitaria n public,
that they may soon have au oppo rt u-
nity of perusing it, as Mr. K. has
promise d to comply with the unan i-
mous and earnes t request of both so-
cieties by its speedy publication . Af ter
the service the meetings for business
first pf the Western Unita rian &q^
ciety, and then of the Devon and
Cor nwall Unita rian Association, were
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field in the vestr y of Geor ge's Meet-
ing, William Brown, Esq. of Cul-
lampt on, a member of both societies,
in the Chair . The Subscr ibers pre-
sent had the pleasure of witnessing a
considerable accession to thei r body,
and amongst others , the venerable
Mr. Bretlan d, whose learning and
tal ents have long since made his name
familiar to the frien ds of Unitarian ism,
became a member of both societies.
Iltnihster , Somerset shire , was fixed
upon as the place for the next annual
meetin g of the Western Unit arian
Society, and the Rev . T. S. Smith ,
M. D. of Yeovil, was appointed to
preach. The pevon and Cornwall
Unitar ian Association resolved to hold
their next meeting at Tiverton . Up-
wards of eighty of the subscriber s and
friends to both societies dined together
at the New London Inn , Richard
Hall Clarke , Esq. of Brid well, in the
chair. After dinner , Mr . Kenfrick ,
Mr , Rowe, Dr. Carpenter , M r. Wors-
ley, and several other gentlemen , ad-
dressed the , company. There was
service at George 's Meeting on Thurs-
day morning, at seven o'clock , when
the Rev. W. Evans , of Tavistock ,
conducted the devotional part , and
the Rev. Dr. Smith preached . The
congregation s were numerous and
respectable; a great numbe r of mi-
niste rs and many other distant friends
of the societies were present , and the
meeting was altogether a highly in-
teresting and importan t one.
Exeter , July 20, 1817. W. H.

SCfd IntelUgenc&~Parl idnimt CWrf Ch&pel Auxiliary Unitarian Fund.

Tiverton Unitarian Chapel.
Amount of Subscri ptions re-

ceived, iuserted in Mon.
Repos. for June ^73 15 3

Since Received,
Mr. Hornsey , Exeter - 1 1 0
Mr . Matthew Duiisford , Tei£n-

mouth - - - . 1 0  0
The friends of the cau se at Tiver-

toii, solicit the further assistan ce of
those who are desirous to promo te
their object, in order that they tria y
be enabled to pay the balance rem ain -
in£ due flVom them , which amounts to
about £&>. Small as this sum may
appear, yet having alread y rais ed
among st thems elves as much as they
can with prudence contri bute, th£y
are unab le at pre sent to obtain suffi-
cient to discharge the few accounts
that ar e unpaid , Since thei r test re-

port , they have b£eti favour ed With
tji£ services of the Rev. Thoar. Howe,
of Bridport , who spent twd Sabbaths
with them, on the first of which he
admin istered the Lord 's Supper to a
few of the member s; and , at their
request , he preached again on the
evening before he left Tivertftn . His
services were highly acceptable and
inte resting to all who attended them ;
and more particularl y so, from the
great degre e of interest he has shewn,
both by his perso nal exertion s and
solicitations , in behalf of their infant
cause.

A lette r was drawn up, and signed
by all the members, (previ ous to his
leaving Tiverton ,) expressive of their
grate ful acknowledgements , abdo mpa-
nied by a request that h£ would re-
peat his visit to them, at some future
time convenient to himself. To which
he return ed a most affectionat e rep ly;
assurin g them that he should always
contiuue to feel the greatest interest
for their futu re welfare and prospe rit y ,
and be most read y, on all occasions,
to render tiieni any advice or assist-
ance in his power.

M. L. Y.
16th August, I 81f.
Subscri ptions are received by the

Rev. Dr. Carpente r, Bristol ; Rer .
R. Asp land , Hackney Road , Rev.
Thomas Howe, Bridport j Mr. George
Dunsfo rd * or Mr. M. L. Yeates,
Tiverton .

Parliament Court Chapel Auxil iary
Unitarian Fund *

Sir ,
Ha vino rea d with much inte rest

Dr. 'Thomson 's re tnar ks ori ^hny-a-
week societies, in the Mon . Repos. for
Ofctober last, an d the accounts , in a
subsequent Nutn bfcr , of the adop tion
of his plan at Birmingham and Swan-
sea, it is with pleasur e I annqu nce
the formation of an Auxi liary Unita-
rian Fund , by the congregation as-
semblin g at Parlia ment Court Chape l.

This society originated in an una-
nimous resolution of the congregation,
which has bfceii catried irita en°ect
with great zeal aYid suct-e&s. The
regulations are not materi ally di!fteiweiit
from those already boftfre ydtr f midei*.
The number of su^crib ^rs is already
considerable ; and is tta pkjtyitoc^easifcg"4.

1 atari requested to cb ĥYtfhicatfc this
fact, in Wpes thfct, togeth ** with the



jQjtt^npp already record ed in your
pages, it may act as a stimulus upon
other congrega tions, to adopt means
so easy and effectual lor the promotion
of our common cause. It is an impor-
tant recom mendation of this scheme
that , while it furnishes read y aid to
necessitous congr egati ons for building
pr repairing chapels , &c.—to our book
societies, academies and other instit u-
t ions, it is also eminentl y usefu l to
the congregations by which it is
adopted. : Your former correspondent s
have shewn its ad vantages as forming
a bond of union , and increa sing or
creatin g in our youthfu l and poore r
members, an inte rest about the prin-
ciples and progress of the reli gion
which they , profes s.

Wefre such societies general ly form-
ed, they would rejned y two great eyils
in the present mode of raising money
for bjj ila^ag chape fs. Of the sums
now raised for this purpo se, a con-
siderable proportion is, of necessity,
*imk in the trav elling expenses of the
collector. The amount collected is
also much more dependent on tempo-
rary and Accidental circums tances than
on the iftSerits of the case. By the
proposed plan , the relative cUtjms of
the applipations wqjuJW, it is p*ot>able,
b£ pr ^ty ĉpiTectJy estimated, and the
sum voted would be transmitted im-
mediately, and without draw back.
This would be advantageou s both to
contributors and recipients*

I cann ot conclud e "w ithout express-
ing nay thanks to t̂h e benevolent and
.zealous individual )3y whom this useful
plan was formed and recommended,
and my wishes for ita speedy an4 uni-
T^HSftl adoption.

W. .J . FOX .
Hackney Road *

18th August, 1817.

Subscriptions to the Unitariqn Chapel ,
Glasgow.

Mr . Jo hn Bow rin g, Hack ney - 1 0  0
Rev. John Evana - - - - 1 1 0
Thr ee small Subscri pt ions in

Worsh ip Street . . .  - 0 4 6
Messrs . Balls - -  - - - " - 1 1 0
Her. Joseph Hutto n - - - - 0 10 6
*Kr . Edward Bow ring - - - - 1 0 0
**r. <fe. fatt en, Yeovil - - - 1 1 0
Sene* Cornu bientfis (By M r. Asp-

laurf ) 1 O 0

£6 18 0

Manchester College, York.
The following sums have been received

on account of this Institution.
Congregational Collections.

Stockto n on Tees, by the Rev.
Samuel Kennedy - - - - £ © &

Liverpool (Paradise Street ),
Rev. J \ Hou ston - - - 38 8 6

Benefa ctions.
A Friend, by the Rev . Joh n

Kentish , Bi rmingham - 2 2 0
Mr. J oshua Miller - - - - 1 1 0
J . P . Heywood , Esq. Wake-

neld , (thi rd benefaction) - 5 0 Q
Miss Hod gson , Hull , towards the

discharge of the. remaining -
debt on the York buildings - 5 5 0

Jose ph Oates , Esq ^*Weetwood
Hall, near Leed s - - - 10 10 0

Thomas Colfox, Esq. Bri dpor t 20 0 0
J. R. Freme , Esq. JL ivjerpo ol 30 0 O

New Annual Subscriptions.
Mr. Edmund Ashworth , Bolton

le Moors - - - - - - 1 1 O
Jose ph Dawson, Esq. Royds

Hall, near Bradford , York 2 2 0
J ohn Struct , Esq. Belper, Der-

byshir e - - - - - - 2 2 0
Rev . James Par ry, Liver pool 1 1 P
Mu E^re. Nottin gham - 0 10 6
Mr. R. W. B. Sanderson , Man -

cheste r - - - - - - 1 0  0
Robert Andrews , Esq. Riving -ton

Hall, nea r Bolton le Moors - 2 2 0

£124 5 0

G. W. WOOD, Treasurer.
Manch ester , Jul y  12, 18X7.

Subscription s towards defraying the
Expenses of the late Enl argement of
the Burial Grownd of the Unitarian

' Chapel at Thome.
By Dr. Thomson.

Abraham Crom pton, Esq. Lune-
vilta, near La ncaste r - 5 0 0

Mrs . Hey wood, H alifax - 1 1 0
By Rev. T. Johnttone.

The Misses Liimb, Wak e tie Id 2 0 0
By Rev. R . Asp land .

Rev. B. Evans , Stockto n - J J 0
Mr . David Walker , Hoxtp n 1 1 0
Mrs . Severn , Broug hton, Notts. 1 0 0
Mr . Mace, Tenterdea - 1 0  0
S. Gawth rop, Esq. - - 5 0 0
Birmin g-ham Fellowsh ip Fund 2 0 0
Rev. Jain es Yates , Bir mingham 1 0  0

Thome*
Rev. J . Gaskiell - - 1 1 0

N. B. Thece .ritfjl remains a debt
upon the Unitaria n Chapel at Tjioru e*of about .nineteen pouiH^B, iucutvedhy
enlarging and enclosing the bury ing
ground* &c« r

Intelligence.—Burying Ground of the Unitarian Chapel at Thorne * $07



THE events of the last tweji ty-five year*
are acknowled ged , by the men of the
world , to be among*s t the most sur pr ising*
that have been recorded in the pages of
history ; yet they seem to have made but
littl e impression on what is called the re-
ligious or serious or evan gelical pub lic.
To th is Protestant countr y the conclusion
of the war and the facts dai ly announced
are deeply interestin g* ; and ever y true
Christian will , notw ithstanding 1 the alarm -
ing* appearances they wear , pre serve his
confidence in God, that however triu mp hant
the cause of the pretended Hol y 'Church
iriay be,yet its inquisitions , its infallibility ,
its ri sing* pomp are hastening to destruc -
tio n final and complete . The Eu ropean
worl d has been set against republic s .
Every thing republican has , with - the ut-
most ca re, in every insta nce, except that
-which is the most important , been either
weakened or destroyed. Holland , Genoa ,
Venice, and most of the smaller repu h\\c&n
states have disappea red . Yeh &n& rep ubl ic
remains , and before it , as in former times
before its pr ototy pe, sovere igns" bow down
with awfu l reverence , and recei ve its man-
dates in the governm ent of their own
estates. The former republic was founded
on force , the latte r on frau d . The writing's
of our ancestors for the last th ree hund red
years are filled with pr otestat ions agai nst
the latter : thei r descendants , in these days ,
view it with - complacency, an d have been
mainl y a&sisstin g in restorin g it to a state ,
from which at one time it seemed to have
been preci pitated for ever .

The Papal republic stands agai n upon
its legs , for a republic it is, and of the
worst species . The members of th is re-
public are spread th rou gh the nations of
Euro pe, each individual in it deri ving some
power from its head ; and all who have
sufficient talent may aspire to the hi ghest
dignities of this extrao rdinary state . The
Pope, the pre tended Holy fathe r , is elected
from the di gnitaries who form his counci l,
and who for the greater part are Italians ;
but policy require s that some should be ad-
mitted from the kingdoms which pay their
homa ge to the republic , and in general
this, men selected possess great ta lent s na-
tural and acquir ed . With the nomination of
their subjects the kings are much pleased,
and the House of Bourb on, the great pro -
tectors , sons and servants of this rep ublic,
has been latel y gratified by the - -nomi-
nation of th ree persons ^ on whom the
French king placed, with solemn {pomp,
the Cardinal 's bat received from the pre -
tended Holy Fathe r, after the usual pre -
tended apostolical benedi ction .
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In add ition to these dignities, conferred
upon thre e subject *,.of France , |he Bour-
bon king has entere d, into a treaty with the
republic , oy which he is permi tted to
ma ke a new arrangement of ecclesiastical
benefices in his kingdom . The num ber of
archbisho prics and bishoprics is to be in-
cre ased, by which rhea ns the kingl y au-
thority is.expected to be more firml y con-
solidated , and the r epublic , by the increas e
nf its hi gher dependents , cannot bat be
benefited. This is one of the most extra -
ordinar y delusions that Las ever * ta ken
place. A soverei gn app lies to a foreign
state to erect offices in his own doimnions .
A sover eign , priding him .sejtf on his birth ,
bows dow n to one , perh aps, born in the
lowest situation of HfeV h'e; whtf boasts of
descent from kings ftir ;a tlfo 'tistyhxl years ,
who looks updn le^ifiriiate' skrthfc rity to be
vested iu Irtm by a kind of Divtfte ri ght , is
content to rei g*n with di vided authority ;
the repub lic possessing* the homage of a
grea t part of hi$ subj ects, of whom some
one may come to be its head, a-nd to claim
from his king- alleg iance next to Divine .

ThaJ the sovereigns of Euro pe, with un-
bounde d authority , seve ra l of t  W&m in their
respective staiesy should feel it K n>cessary
to be dependent cm a foreign republi c,
which at times has exacted obedience in a
very harsh and severe manne r, 1s1 ofnly an-
other pr oof of the powe r of delusion over
the mind s of men ; thoug h, perh aps, in this
case they are not so completely short -
sighted as may be imagined. There are
two part ies in the fraud. The pries t is to
support the despot , and the despot the
priest , in the common cause , by which each
is to gai n an adva n tage at the expense of
the people. This does not pre vent the two
partie s, when the latte r are not concern ed,
from eirdea von ring to get the bette r of each
other ; and , as circumsta nces require , each
calls th e peop le to his assistance. This the
Protestant sees th rou gh wel l enoug h ; bu t
the peopje , who are in subjec tion to the
pretended noiy repu mic, remai n, ana »j «
likel y to remain for sonra time, subj ect to
the delusion.

The necessiti es of Spain have also re-
quire d the assistance of the pr etended Holy
See. A great part of the revenues of that
countr y is possesed by the sub jects of the
republic , accordin g to whose doctrine s they
ar e hallowed , and to be kept inviola te
from the touch of the state in which they
are situated. But the republ ic has a power
over these re venues, and by an humb le peti-
tion of the king and an explana tion of his
circumstances , the republic has gran ted to
him a certai n portion of these reven ues, for



the relief of His necessities . To this order
from the hi ghest power , to the denun ci-
ations of the preteaded Hol y Father , the
clergy of Spain will he hound to submit ;
for, armed now with the authority of the
repub lic, the k ing* can use compulsory
mean s to bring s into due order any of the
refractory members . H<rw far thi s wil l go
down with the clergy of Spai n t ime will
shew. It may occasion tem porary discon-
tent , but the dissatisfacti on of infe rior
members can be of no avai l against the
orders emana ting ' from the republic , and
execute d by the civil authority . Thus un-
der the name of Christ , who has expressly
said , that his kingdom is not of this world ,
one of the most artfu l schemes of worldly
policy has been established. It has laste d
for a great length of years , an d is so deep ly
rooted in the interest of king's and a por-
tion of the peop le, t hat it will require many
years for its overth row . Still its ruin is
impending ' , and when the mighty colossus
is destroyed , future ag es will read with
wonder and asto nishment to what a deg ree
the minds of thei r ancestors had been de-
based , and under what th ra ldom they had
been held , by following- the traditions of
men , instead of the commands of their
Saviour ; what a heavy yoke they had thus
imposed upon their awn necks , instead of
listenin g* to him , whose yoke is ** easy and
whose burthe n is light" !!!

How far the Prote stant world has been
guilty in aiding - or abetting the advance -
ment of this republic from its fallen state
is a very serious question. The subject is
very well discussed by Mr. Bicheno , in his
late trea tise on the Ful filment of Pro phecy ,
and to his fourth chap ter the reader is re-
ferred for ample matter for de vout con-
templation .

Reports are current that the Kin g of
Spain , not conten t with the aid that he has
recei ved from the republic , has solicited
and . obtained assurances of succour from
another quar ter. This is from the most
powerfu l monarc h in the Greek church .
Russia is said to have been called u pon to
lend its troo ps for bring ing into subjection
the refract ory colonies in America. We
hope, and trust , that the report is false ; for
independent of the sorrow - that every man
must feel at the restoration of the crue l
tyr anny of Spain in America , and the with -
holding 1 from so large a tract of the world
the benefits of inte rcourse with all but its
unnatura l mother , it is eviden t that such
assistance will not be affo rded by R ussia.
but on the promi se of some equivalent for
its services . Even this equivalent has been
state d, namel y, the island of Majorca , in
the Medite r ran ean, an d a vast tract of land
in Cal ifornia. On the one hand the En-
glish, on the other the United States , must
look with a jealous - eye, and at any rate ,
before the desired object is obtained-—the

reduction of the refractory colonies, the
probability is, that other power s will in-
ter fere , and thus the coals of war may again
be rekindled in Europe * When we con-
sider , however , the immense trac t of coun-
try to be subjected , the difficulty and ex-
pense of conveying- troo ps, the temptations
that may be offered to them to desert their
colours , this undertaking seems as little
likel y to be attended with success as that
once made by this country to subju gate its
brethre n in the United States.

Russia is endeavouring to raise a loan ,
but not a word on the Spanish scheme is
advanced in the proposal. The term s of it
have been published in London , and it is
not unlikel y that it may meet with lender s
in this cou n try . They should consider ,
howeve r, before they part with thei r_money,
wheth er it may not be employed in an ob-
jec t which cannot , if attained , but be dis-
ad vantageous to this country . For , if it
succeeds, the Eng lish will be cut off from
an advantageous t rade , and besides , Russi a
will obtain settlements which may prod uce
effects hi ghl y injurious to the childr en of
the lende rs . Such reflec tions cannot be
ex pected to have much weight with those
who look to the greatness of the intere st
rather than the securit y of the princi pal ;
but there are objects enoug h in this coun-
tr y to employ their cap ita ], and few are
the speculati ons which will not turn ulti -
mate ly to a better account than a foreign
loan . The persons who profit , are those
who make the firs t ad vances , and they take
care to secure themselves long before the
day of non-payment can arri ve .

The German Diet is slow in its resol ves,
and from the littl e that can be gath ered of
i ts movements ver y little ad vantage will be
derive d to the peop le fro m this assembl y.
There is, hQwever , in that large country a
great degre e of liberty of  the press , and
the power of the princes is kept a great
deal in check by the superior informatio n
that is, throu gh its means , dail y circulated .
In some of the states ad vances are made
which cannot fai l of prod ucing an impres -
sion ou the othe rs . The kin gdom of VVur -
tembur g* is likel y to improve its constitu -
tion by representati on *, that of Prussi a
han gs on a doubtfu l balance. But in one
thin g they all seem inclined to concur , and
that is in invecti ves against our countr y
for its supposed monopo ly of commerc e.
We are represented as turning every thing
to our own advantage ; whereas , in fact ,
our distresses , occasioned by the war , have
forced us to sell at lower prices than usual ,
and it is tbeir own fau lt if they do not
imitate our industr y. He this as it may,
the political speculations of our neigh-
bour s are by no means favourable to the
high opinion which we hold of ou rsel ves,
and the truth will, without grea t difficulty ,
be discover ed by any one who will give
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himself the trouble of weighing* the argu -
ments of both parties .

The insurgent s in Span ish America are
increas ing dail y in strength , hut every ac-
count is filled with hor rors p roduc ed by
the implacable cruelty of the Span iards .
This of course prod uces irritation on the
other side, an d the conflict promises to he
#ti ll of long duration. Shoul d the Russians
enter the field , the period of mise ry will he
prolonge d ; but the extent of territory to
he subj ugated is so great , that littl e ap-
prehensio n need be entertai ned of the final
result. The governme nt of the Brazil s has
comp letel y subdued its adversaries , and
the king will probabl y  soon be induce d to
revisit hi» European dominions .

Our ambassador to China is returned
from his unsuccessfu l expedition , an d we
inay expect from the pen of some well-in-
form ed men in bis tra in , some details not
only of the embassy, but of the state of
that inte resting country * The progress of
Christi anity in it is an important subject ,
and that it is making some way we canno t
doubt , as the ruling power emp loys severe
measures against it. The policy of pre -
vent ing the entrance of fore igners into that
k ingdom may well be justified by a view of
what Europeans have done in the nei gh-
bouri ng state s.

At home the usual quiet pre vails during
the sjunraer month s. The parliament hav-
ing- rested from its labou rs, and politicians
heing engaged in ru ral occupations , there
is time, as Burke * very properl y suggested ,
for reflectio n on the measures of the wint er.
Plots ar e no more heard of. The spies seem
to have done their business , and to have also
their summer vacation . Of the prisoners
immured nothin g is heard , and they will ,
probabl y, be dismissed silentl y to their
homes . A plenti fu l harvest is like ly to re-
move our fears of farther distress from
any thin g but want of work in the manu-
facturi ng counties : but the hand of bene-
volence, which was so general ly exten ded
in the last winter , will not be shut , if far -
ther calls should be made upon it.

In this time of general re pose a grea t
political question has been agitated in the
metropolis , and notwithstanding the Sus-
pension of the Habeas Cor pus Act , two
larger meetings have been holde n, and as
stron g language has been used as in the
time of perfect freedom . This question
was broug ht forward by a nam e, which
wil l stand recorded in the annals of bene-
volence as high as Howard s. The object
.of the latte r was to meliorate the condition
of the prisone r :-—*o give to the lower
classes the advanta ges of education , and of

-all the impro vements made in society, and
with them good food, proper clothing and
wholesome habitations , is in the plan pro -
posed by the former . Of the benevolent

views of Mr . Owen not a doubt can be en,
terta ined, but in the practicability of his
plan and the ultimate benefit to he derived
by society , the meetings called by him did
not concur. His scheme, therefore , has
apparent ly fallen to the gro und, but the re
will be great want of wisdom in its oppo-
nents if they do not avail themselves of the
many useful suggestions which, in the
course of the discussion , have arise n both
from the propose r and the op pose rs of the
plan.

Mr . Owen pr oposes, that a certain quan-
tity of land should be procured and laid
out for cultivation by a certa in number of
poor famil ies, who will , by their combined
labou r and union , be enabled to obtai n all
the comforts of life in a much greater de-
gree than they do at present. Their chil-
d ren are to be educated in a manner sui ted
to reasona ble bei ngs, and free d from the
secta rian prejudices which now so much
embitte r life. They are to be taug ht tha t
their "greates t happ iness, as indeed th eir
real hap piness is, and what is expressl y
tau ght by our hol y rel igion, is to promote,
as much as in them lies, thei r neighbour s1
welfare . Buildings are to be constructe d
suitable to the plan. In these a great
saving is made by the food being prepared
for a great number , and all coming from
their own land . The married peop le will
have cotta ges with a garden , and accord ing
to the descri ption every thin g is to bear an
air of com fort procu red by easy labour .

The objections to the plan were, firs t,
That they would produce such an excess of
population that the country could not sup-
port it . This was founded upon a fancifu l
ar gument , on the proportion betwee n po-
pulation and the supp lies of food, the
former increasing in an ari thmeti cal, the
latte r in a geometrical progres sion : the con-
sequence of which would be, that if one
district only was formed , and others gra-
dual ly supp l ied from it, and the first popu -
lation consisted of a thou sand persons , the
whole island would foe peopled with pau-
pers at a certain time. Thus if the first
hive doubled it&elf in thirty years , an d so of
the rest , in less than a thousand years the
population would exceed eight thou sand
millions ; if it doubled itself in fift y years ,
in five hundred yea rs1 time the produce of
the "fi rst hive would be upward s of a mil -
lion , an d consequent ly less than a score of
these insti tu tions would at that time far
exceed the present population of the un ited
countr y, ' j ..

A second ar gument was, that persons
thus collected togethe r would lose all the
energies of life, and the comforts ari sing
from home and the domestic relati ons,
would be lost. Besides, what rights wer e
these people to be possessed of? Under
whose cont roul were they to live ? How
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far would their state be different from that
of the Serfs ?

To these difficult ies it did not appear
tha t a sufficient answer was given , for the
plan was ultimately rejected by the meet-
in g-, at which the questions of the distresses
of the countr y were freel y discussed , and
th at of the necessity of Pa rliamentary Re-
form was received with almost universal
app roba tion . Attem pts were made to bar
all politics , but this was found impossible ;
and the terro r of the Suspension of the
Habe as Corpus had no effect on the free-
dom of sentiment.

But if Mr. Owe n's plan may not be
adapted to the extent , or in the exact way
which he has proposed , still it may be con-

Sermons ,
Sermons , chiefl y on Practical Subjects .

By E. Cogran. 2 vals. 8vo. 1/. 4*.
An Inquiry into the Nature of the Sin of

Blasp hemy, and into the Proprie ty of re-
gar ding it as a Civil Offence ; in Thre e
Sermons , delivered before the Unitari an
Church at Hackney, on the Sunday Morn -
ings of Jul y 13, 2O9 and 27, 1817 ; with
Notes, and an Appendix on the Pre sent
State of the Law with respect to Unitarians .
By Robert Aspiand. 8vo. 3s.

The Spread of Unitarianism a Blessing- to
Society : a Sermon , preached at the Uni-
ta rian Chapel, Parliam ent Court , Artille ry
Lane , Bishopsg-ate , at the Annual Meetin g
of the Unitarian Fund , on Wed nesday,
May 28, 1817. By W. J . Fox. 12mo.

Reli gious Liberty . A Serm on, preach -
ed at the Octagon Chapel , Norwich , on
Sunday, April 20, 1&17. By Thomas
Ifra dg-e. 8vo.

Isaiah' s Prop hetic Titles of the Messiah
shewn to be str ictl y app licable to Jesus
Ch rist , and perfectly consiste nt Vvitli the
absolute tJnity and unrivalled Supremacy
of Jehovah , in a Discourse on Isaiah ix .
6. Delivere d in Bristo l , on Christmas 2>a^
18i6*. and in Exeter oh the precedin g-
ior<rs J)|ty. By Lant Car pente r, IXD.
12mo.

Comparative View of Scriptural Evidence
tar tJ nftarianisui and Trinitarianisfn . !By
the Same. l^mo.

The Unitarian 's Reasons for his Faith
and Practice , and his Defence ag-ainsl the
Char ges pr eferre d by his Orthodox Bre -
thren , fry Omicton . 8v*>. SS.

A Sermon , delivered at the Lohg ftoom ,
Marble Street , Xiver pool, on Tu^sifay
fivefc ittg, April 8, Ifc lt . ftjr Joh n Wr ight.
For which a Prosecu tion was commenced
ea a Char ge of Blasphemy ! 8vo. Is.

s'idered whether it is judicious to persist in
the present course of cooping- up, as tti
London , a vast number of the poor in houses,
where they are kept in com plete idleness,
and without due regard to the education of
childre n or the comforts of age . Instead of
an ©ver-swarm ing- hive surel y they might
be placed in establishments of the nature of
those pro posed by Mr . Owen , where their
labour would contribute somethin g at
least towards their maintenance , an d at
any rate would keep them out of ill habi ts .
The youn g, as they grew up, would be
sent into the world with habits of industry ,
and the aged would resi gn their breath in
a clear air and with all the attention that
is due to the decline of life.

Illiberal ity Reproved , and a much in-
jured Peop le defended $ comprisin g a hette t
addressed to Mr. Raiftes , Ministe r of Great
George Street Chapel , Liver pool , and
Speeches delivered by different Gentlem en,
in the Liverpool Debate Room, at those
ver y inte restin g Discussions, respecti ng the
Assertion of a Popular Pr eacher , ** that
the Curse of God is written on the Fore -
head of a Je tv." By the Same. 8vt>. Is. Oil .

Th ree Discourses , on th e Right of Pri-
vate Jud gment , and the Exercis e of Reason
in Matters of Religion , delivered in the
Lon g Room, Mar ble Street , Liver pool , on
the Evenings of Jan . 19 and 26, and Feb.
2, 1617. By the Same. 8vo. 2s.

An Account of the Rise and Pr ogress of
the Unitari an Doct rine , in the Societi es at
Rochdale , New Church in Rossendal e, and
other Places , former ly in Conn exion with
the late Rev. Josep h Cooke. In Ten
Letters to a Friend . By J. Ash worth . Is.

Sermons on the Evidences , Doctrines
and Duties of Christianit y. By the Rev.
W. H Rowlatt ," A, M . 2 vols. 8vo. 20s.

A Reference to Jewish Tradition neces-
sar y to an Interp reter of the New Testament .
A Sermon preached before the University
of Cambri dge, Dec 29, 1816. By C. J .
Bloiiifield j iVl. A. Rector of Dun to n, Bucks ,
2s.

A Word in opposition to Fanatical , Cal -
vin is tic al , and SoiilSdian Views of Christ-
ianity ; in a Farewell Sermon, at Saint
James 's Chiirch , Bath , on Sunda y die 23d
of Ma rch , 1817- By the Re v. R. Warne r,
Cura te of that Parish for 22 years . 2s.

Sermons prea ched in the Churc h of Kil-
mainc. By the Rev. J ohn Ross/ A. M .
6vo. 5$.

The Testimony of J esus is the Spiri t of
l*r6J>hecy. A Discourse from Uev. xix. 10.
8to.
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The Characte r, Duti es and Moti ves of
the Christian Minister. A Sermon , preached
Apri l 6, 1817, on commencing; the Past -
oral Off ice , -at the New Meeti ng--House , in
Birming ham . By James Yates , M. A . 8fo .

' The Nature of Christian Charit y ex plain-
ed and its Practice enfo rced : preached in
the Pa rish Church of Hadlei gh, in Essex,
Feb. 23, 1817. By the Rev. Jose ph Pren -
dergast. 12mo.

Miscellaneous.
Four Letters on the Eng lish Constitution .

By G. Dyer, B. A. Formerl y of Emma -
nuel College, Cambrid ge. 3rd Ed. with
Add itions . 8vo. 5s.

The Round Table ; A Collec tion of Es-
says, on Literature , ft(e n and Manners . By
William Hazlitt. 2 vols. 8vo. 14s.

A History of Muharamedanism ; compri -
sing the Life and Characte r of the A rabian
Pro phet and succinct Accounts of the
Emp ires founded by the Muhammedan
Arms ; an Inquir y into the Theological ,
Moral and Juridical Codes of the Musel -
mans, and the Lite rature and Sciences of
the Saracens and Turks ; with a View of
the present Extent and Influence of the
Muhammedan Religion. By Charles Mills,
Esq . 8vo. 12s.

Stackhouse s Histo ry of the Holy Bible ;
correc ted and impro ved . By the Rt. Rev.
Geo. Gleig, LL.D. Primate of the Scotch

'> 
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CORRE SPONDE NCE.

Erbata in the last Number , under the head of Report of Proceedin gs in Chancery in the
Wolverhamp ton Case :

P. 430, col. 2, lines 3 and 5, for " law" read land.
line 30, for " that" read as. '

P. 435, col . 2, line 2, for " Decosta and Depass" read De Costa and De Pas -
1 — line 9 fro m the bottom , for " notice of quitting " rea d notice to quit .

P. 441, col . 1, line 24, for " levy of seizin" read livery of seizin *
The passage , p. 433, col. 1, line 10, fro m " he conten ded also" to Ci had been repe aled,"

line 14 was inserted by mistake of the Reporter , (Sir S. Horn illy not barin g' touc hed on
that head of the case in his opening Sp eech) and snould lje erased. 32* T,

Episcopal Church . Pt. I. Demy 4to . 7s
Royal 4to . 9s. sewed .

The Verac ity of the Evan gelists demon
strated by a comparative View of-the ir His
tories. By the Rev, Robert Nares , A . M
F. R. S. 8vo, 8s.

Baptism .
A Plea for Inf ant Baptism . To which is

annexed an A ppend ix, containin g- two forms
of administerin g1 the Rite. By Thomas
Bel sham , Minister of Essex Str eet Chape!.
8vo . 4s.

A Theological Inquiry into the Sacra-
ment of Baptism and the Nature of Bapt is-
mal Regeneratio n ; in Five Discourses
preach ed before the Uni versit y of Cam-
brid ge, in Apri l, 1817. By the Rev . C. Ben-
son , M. A. Membe r of Trinit y College
and Lecture r of St. John 's, Newcastle -
npon-Tyne. 8vo. 4s.

National Distress .
On the Present State of Pub lic A ffai rs .

8vo. 3s. 66.
Reasons for the Establishment of Provi-

dent Institutions , called Saving Banks •
with an A ppendix containin g a Mode l for
their Formation . By John Bowles, Esq.
3rd Ed. Is. 6d.

The Duty of Contentment under Pr esent
Circumstances ; a Sermon at St. Joh n's,
Bedford Row. By Daniel Wilson, M. A.
Is. 6d.

51 £ Correspon dence. —Errata.

Mr. Asp land has received the following Subscri ptions, viz .
For the Unitarian Fund , from a Lad y, by Dr. Smith , of Yeovil - - 50 0 0
For Unit arian Academy , fro m the Fellowshi p Fund , Birmin gham , by the Rev.

J. Kentish - . - - - - - „ 5 0 0
He latel y recei ved from a Lad y [A . N.] and her childre n and fr iends , for Mr.

Herbert , the Schoolmaster , late of Elham , now of Dover - - 5 0 0
He bad pre vtously recei ved from a Lad y, for the same deservin g person , two

sums of 20/. each - - - - - - 40 0 0
(Besides other smal l subscri ptions , all which have been given to Mr. Herbert.)

The Review and many articles of Miscellan eous Communications , as also some of Bi-
blical Criticism and Obituary , are necessa ri ly postponed : in the mass of Unitarian In -
telligence the reader will see the cause.

We hav e the painfu l tas k of announcin g the death of Dr. John Prio r Estli n, late j oint
pastor with the Rev. J . Rowe , of the Unita rian congregation at Lewin 's Mead , Br istol .
We hope to be able to give further particulars of th is estimable man in our next number ,
¦~~ ¦ . ¦ »¦ ¦ - . , — i  ¦ . . ..




