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I 
AM awa re that the circumstances
of Biddle's Life must be well

known to most of yqtu r readers , by
a$venl biograp hical account s of him,
and especially by Dr . Toulmin's Re-
view .'or In* ijife and Charact er. Yet
I have suppos ed that the Â rticle Bid -
dle, in the Athene Oxoni&ws of his
contempora ry Wood* may be a docU-
ment worthy of ypur preservations
1 have , therefo re, seut |tf verba tim,
supply ing some farther inform ation,
in notes, chiefly from " A Short Ac-
Cpunt of the Life of John Biddie,
M* A~ «ome time of M aed. Hall ,M* A.* «ome time of M$gd. Hall,
Ox6»,T> which ia prefixed to his pieces,
in the fi rst volume of quart * t racts ,
f691, and appears to have been fi rst
written in Latin , by Mr. Farrington ,
of the Inner Temp le. My edition of
Wood* whoae fev* note* 1 have cHstin *
guished fry his initial, 19 that published
by himse lf in 1 Q$Z>. The Life of Bid die
niay be easily divide d into two parts ,
the #r$t couciMclUig with the decline of
the Pr esbyteria n influence m the Long
Parlia ment, vvfoklj prpcjiw^d an abate-
ment of religious persecution.

J. T- RUTT\
JO HN BIDDLJ S, or JBidJ eUus, as

he is by some aut hors writ ten, sou of
Edwar d Biddle, a taffy*, * vyas born
at WottoH MfKlcr edge, in (i laucenter-
bbire , bapt ized Qii t be 14th of January ,
I 6l5, and afterwards being a youth
of great hopes, was, by the benevo-
lence and exhibition of Georg e Lord

* He « w«s of » midd le fort at yoonww,
«*4 hU<> dealt in woollen olotb m*  ̂ H^
&pp«9Jr B to hnvf» «ti#d befor e hi« sqov« re-
u» l̂ to CQlIeg*  ̂ wtifr# Joho Biddl? i»
said to* lmv« ffi v«n " 4nlifki l awiat»B ce to
Mi WQrthf f, b^ioo t iridow.  ̂ \- &k#ri
4t4<mnt% pp. 3, *.

Berkeley * * educated ia graai mar
leamiug in the Free-school t^CT^t by
Jeh u Ru£g and John Tamer* succes-
sive uialters thereof. Under the fcs*
h« made m great pro ftcieooy 'if r hm
studies, that he Englished Virgtla
Bucolics and the two fi rst Satires of
J uvenal. Both which were pri nted
at London , in 1034, in Bvo. and dedi-
cated to John Smith , of Nlbtey, in
the said cauuty, Esq., Jf iec&nits of the
WoU<miai% Mwes* In the hegmnipg
of tha t year t (baying, % littl e befbre,
composed and recited* before a full
auditory, aa elaborate oration in JLat m,
for the gracing the funera l of an ho-
nourable school-fellow), he was en-
tered a student of Magd. Hall , and
for a time, if I mistake not, was put
under the tuition of Joh n Oxen bridge,
a person then noted to be of no good
princi ples.!

_ _ _ _ _ _  
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___
. * <.? Who,in respect to tto €»rly blpsBQ«®
pf a r^re wit, great prob ity and iugenuity
ia ^k young - scholar , con ferr ed upon him
the exhibition of £10 per annum , among1
other thtf poorer scholars 5 although f y y
bi» ag:e, being- not of ten year s, he was
mt qualified , according to common m*~
tbq^, for thafc donation . And t&U favour,
it seems, added great er vigour and Vindu a-
try to th« yout h's studies j for, after thisi,
Ue did not only with ^as<5 imrp a$s thoge Hi*
school-feUo\v$ of the sana$ rank , but , \n
t iui  ̂ evtitt outri Mi his inst ructions, a»<l
became tut QK to himself." 3^or  ̂ Avwwit*
P. 4* • • "

-  ̂ It was 1632, for, accor diftgr tQ %h$
Shor t Account } <( the wan t of fit teachin g
Qn the one hand , and the benefit of |b«at
pxhibit ioj i on the other , or, p^r^pjj, the
want of fit pro visions for a «tt|d^at m tb^
University , detained him lovigeip in tl»at
«cUool, then tyas otberwis* for hi» impro ve-
i»0at ; for here he <jomtinned till he was
about «eveot«0U y^wr? 

of ft^o,% > ifAtif .- p« 4-
. J In th^«stiaiMiaa of Church and Kin&.
3Vwd »fty  ̂ Ihut J obn Qi«nbrid ^  ̂ W-
came a comnioqer A>f JP ue. C4U in 16.̂ 3,
Hf?d ^ifhl^eii yo*t*» pud ; ih^M? tr ^ins-
liato ^ hfamrif \<i M  ̂ H*Hv tect lr the
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Before he ha<l taken the (Jegree of
Master of J iris,  ̂ (being about that
time a tutor in the said H all ,)* he was
invited to take upon him. the . car e . of
teaching the school wherei n he had
been educated , by the overseers
thereof, but refused it; and after he
had completed the said degree, which
was in 164 1 , he became master of
Crypt School , t within the city of

degre es m arts , and soon after becam e a
tutor the re : but being found guilty af a
strange , singular and superstitious way of

'dealing with his scholars , by per suading
and causing* some of them to subscribe , as
votaries , to several articles framed by him -
self, as he prete nded, for their better go-
.verument , as. if the statutes of the place

. wherein he lived , and the authori ty of the
J ,nea present government , were not suffi-
cien t, he was distiitored in the month of
May, 1634.*' He retired to Bermuda

, till "16'4i, when he retu rned and became
"Fellow of Eaton. On the Restoration he
<went to Berwick) <* where tti e Act of Con-
formity silenced him , an. 1662. " After *
ward s he went to the West Indies. Having
received a call, he went to New Eng land ,"
where " he died, at Boston , ' in 1674."
li In the church or chapel belong ing to
Eato n College, was a monument with a
lar gf e can ting inscri ption set up by this
D. Oxenb rid ge, for his first wife, J aiie
Butler , wherei n, it is said, that while he
preached ab road , she would preach ' and
hold forth in the house . But the said
insc ri ption - or ep ita p h giving great offence
to the Royal ists at the restoration of King
diaries TI ., they caused it to be dau bed
or co vered over with paint. " Atken * Oxctn.
II . 891, 392. Mr. Oxenbrid ge, on his
ej ectment , u went to Surinam , and from
-theiice, in 1456L7, to> Ba rbadoes :" He ap-
pears to have projec ted the chr istianizing
of the nati ves, for emong his few publica-
tions is " A Proposition of Pro pagatin g
the Gospel by Christian Colonies , in the
Co<*4k*ent of Guiana. " See Calam y^s Ac-
count , p. 110. Non con. IMem . Ed. 2, I .
pp. 299, 300 .

* ** He proceeded M. A. with g-ood
app lause, ; and was reckoned among th ose

*of his rank , that did in an especial manner
commend the learnin g of that -academy.
Here he did so philosop hize, -as k might
-be observed , he was determined more by
reason than authori ty : however , in divine
-things he did not much dissent from the
convmon doctrine , as may be collected
from a littl e tract he wrote aga inst dan-
cing;.** Short Account i \>.A.

» f  Attached to the Churcli of St. Mary
vdte' Cript * w 0 free^schooh erected by Mrs .

Gloucester , where, ..for a ttaj e, * he was
much' esteemed for J iis tfiligciice in his
profession , severity of manners and
sanctity of life. _ ,„ 

At length the nation being bro ught
into confusion by the restless -Presby -
ter ians, the said city garrisoned for
the use of the pa rliament , and every
one vented his or their opinions as
they pleased, he began to be free of
his discourses of what he had studied
there at leisure hours , concerning the
Trinity, from the holy Scri pture s
having riot then , as he preteuded , con-
versed with Socinian books. But the
Pres byteria n party, then prevalen t
there , having notice of these matters ,
and knowin g full wel l what mischief
he might do among his disciples, the
magist rate summoned him to appe ar
before him ; and after several inte r-
roga tories * a form of confessibri , under
three head s, was J oroposed to him to
make , which he accor d ingly did, May
2, 1644, but not altogether in the
Words pro posed. Which matter giv-
ing then no satisfaction , he made
another confession in the same month
more eviden t than the former , to avoid
the dan ger of impris onment ,' which
was to follow if he should den y it. *

Cooke, who endowed the maste r with £10
per ann . if a priest , and £9 a-year if a
layman . '* Mag . Brit an. 1720, II. pp.
767, 768. It was, " upon amp le recom-
mendations of the University ," Biddle
was appointed to this office by the magis-
trates of Gloucest er. u At his approach
thither he was met and received by them
with much joy and honour. Neithe r did
he decei ve their expectations —whil st he
disch ar ged th at emp loyment with such
skill and faith fulness, that they thou ght
themselves not a little happy in that behalf ,
who could commit their sons to his in-
str uct ion . When ce it came to pass ,' that
not so much hy the salar y, wh ich is riot
great , but by tiie gr atuities of pare nts, he
rea ped considerab le pro fi ts .'* Short Ac-
count y p. 4.

? u Diligentl y read ing1 the Hol y Scri p-
ture , (for Socinian books he had * read
none ,) and ferven tly imp loring - Divine il-
lumination , he perceived the common doc -
trine concerning the hol y Trinit y was not
well grounded in re velation , much less in
reason. And being as generous in speak -
ing, as free in J udg-ing, 'he did , as occa-
sion offered , discover his reasons of > ques-
tioning* it: -which some zealots not 1 being
able to bear , they accused hint to the wra-
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Afterw ards facing more satisfi ed m
his mind by rea ding-various authors ,
he drew , up severa l arguments against
the> genera jly-reeeiifed deity of the
Holy Ghost , which he intended shortl y
after toipri nt ; but being betray ed by
one* whom he took to be his sure
frien d, who had , as it seems, a copy
of:them,, he acquai nted the magistrate
and ¦ parliament committee , then in
the said city, of the matter. Where -
upon , after they had peru sed them,
they committed the author , then la-
bouri ng under a fever, to the common
goal there , on the £d of December,
1645, to remaiu in that place till the
Parliame nt * should take cognizance
of the matt er. But a certai n person
of tiote, dwelling in Gloucester, who
had a respect for Bid die, (for the truth
isj except his opinions, ther e was little
or nothing blame-wor th y in him,) he
procured his liberty, by giving sure-
ties for his appear ance when it shouid
please;the Parliame nt to send for him;

About , the month of J une, in 1646>
the learned Usher , Primate of Irelan d,
tra velled throu gh that city in his
way to London , and having before
heard of, spake to, and used him with

gi^trate s, of heresy in that point , befor e
whom he exhibited in writing* th is con-
fession :

< May 2, 1644.
c l. I believe that there is l?ut one Infi-

nite and Almighty Essence , called God.
c 2. I believe that as th ere is but one

Infinite and Almighty Essence , so there is
but one person in that essence.

* 3. I believe that our Saviour Jesus
Ch rist is trul y God , by beiflg- truly, really
and prop erl y uni ted to the onl y person of
the Infinite and A luiiffhty Essence. '

** But when this did not satisfy the ma-
gistrates , hut they did still press upon him
to acknowled ge th ree persons in the Divine
Essence, - and he, it seems, knowing'- "'that
the word persons , when ascribed to God,
is tak en both .by the ancient fath ers and by
modern wr iter s, in vari ous significations ,
did , about fourteen days aifter , Confess that
ther e * are three in that one Divine Essence,
commonl y terme d persons.

" By this it appears , that how distinct ;
soever he might be in his conceptions con- (
cernitig* the Trinit y,- yet he was not deter ^- ,
minate enough' i& his ^ expre ssing of that
matte r,>t as- b# -becaitte ^ Aot long, after."
Short Account i pp. 4* 5.; * > " Whi^h mxS theh inflat ed with tie-
neba £&& against i sii*ft ^^ret|c *.n : j &tii  ;

all fairness and pity, as well as with
streng th of arguments , to convince
him o£ his dangerous erro r, telling
him th at either he was in a damnable
erro r, or else th at the whole churc h
of Christ , who had in all ages wor-
shiped the Hol y Ghost , had been
guilty of idolatry : but Biddle, who
had little to say, was no whit moved
either by the learnin g, gravity , piety
or zeal of that good Archbishop , but
continued , as it is said , obstinate.

After he had remained abou t six
months ; at liberty in Gloucester , he-
was cited to Westminster to make his
defence ; but being put off by the
Parlia ment to a committee to be ex-
amined , his crime was by them laid
closely to his charge . The crime he
denied not , and desired withal that
some theolog ist, whom they should
appoint , might dispute with him con*
cerning that criminal matter in hand.
But it being delayed from day to day,
Biddle desired * a certain knight (Sir
Hen . Vane) of that committee that
his cause might be heard or he set at
liberty. The Kni ght proposed it and
shewed himself a friend to Biddle,
who thereupon was confined more
close than before * +

Whereupon came put his book for
the satisfaction of all people, with this
title :— <? Twelve Questions or Argu-
ments draw n out of the jSeriptu re;
wher ein the commonl y-received opi-
nion touchi ng the Peity of the Holy
Spirit , is clearl y and full y refutecLV
Printed 1647,in quarto. Before \vhich
is printed a Letter tending to the said
pu rpose, written to the said Sir Henry
Vane, a member of the House of Com-
mons : and at the end is *' An Exposit ion
of five princi pal Passages of the Scrips
tu re, alleged by the Advers aries t6
prove the Deit y of the Roly Ghosts j
These, 1 say, being publ ished , and
making a great noise in 1 he world,
tlie author was summoned to appear
iit the bar of the tlou&e of Cor nmous
avid being asked whether r? lie owne^i
tiiiat book ^ or Twelve Questions, &C.
and the opinions therei n, he answer ed
Yea, and . that t hey were his : where -
upon being remitt ed to his pris on,

'
. ... 

¦¦ 
' 
- - 

1 
- ¦ -¦¦ ¦ ¦ — ¦ . . .  - I I ..

'
. ... 

¦¦ 
' 
- - 

1 
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'* In 9 fetter ^aM Apri M , 1^47. Short
Account p̂p. .M^-~16._ . .

f  Hi¥ u resiral oV coitjuuea "f d r f iy eym^^n^nir , r/«A'R«.
;/ ; !::.,:: .,: 1f ^Vmt: Tracts , Vot t: " ;
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they ordered , on the 6th of September ,
1647, that the said book, blasphemous
agaitist the deity of Christ, be called
in and burn t by the hand of the com*
moo hangman , and that the author
fo» examined by the committee of
plundered ministers : both wMch were
done , viz* the book burnt on the 8th
of the same month , and he examined. #
While these th ings were in doing, the
book vended so fast, that tfee same
year it was printed again m 8vo.
and afterw ards answered by Matth ew
Poole, M. A., of Eman. Coll. in Cam *
brid ge, in ti rs Plea f o r  the Godhead of
ike Holy  f &wst, £cc, t

Soon after , or at the same time,
was publish ed of Biddle 's writing,
u A Confession of Faith touchi ng the
Holy Triii i ty according to the Scrip *
ture. " Lond. l64S, Svo. It consists
of seven articles , each of which is
confirmed all along by subj oined
proo&and rea sonings ©n them; which,
for the most part , tend to disprove
the deity of our Saviour , Before the
said Confession is put a Preface againat
the Holy Trinity ; and about the same
time came out. of our Authors com*
position,

" The Testimonie s of Ire nietfe, Jus *
tin M art yr , Tertulha n* NovaHanus ,
Theoph iius, Origen, (who lived in
the two first centime * mftdr Christ
was bor n* or thereabouts ,) us alto of

* Sec Whitelocke 's Mem . 168£, pp. 270,
$xt. 

¦ . . » . . . , ¦ ¦ ¦

f " Matthew f»6te or fVfctfte , St A., of
jBmanuel College. He toss minister of St.
Mfc1iaer« in Lfe Qnerme, in Londo n, Tram
vrh&ncey being ejected for noncon formity ,
*m 1662, he set himself t& th e Writin g *F
tbowe admi rable nj itl usefu l books, entitled
* Synopsis Cri ticornm Bibhoram / ^cc.
Th t̂wo first voltimes of which were prin ted
at London, W699 aad ihiee more after -
war dŝ  besides one in Eegii&h, all in folio.
He liath also written , ' The Blespbemer
slain With tl|e Syord of the Spirit ; or a
Flea tor the Godh ead of the Holy Ghost ,
¦whe rein the l>eity of th« Spirit i« proved
&£&i n*t thiK cavils of John B?ddfe .f Lt^ttd .
WMi l^mo:** AtheH O^NWt . If. VM.
' Wood lAentkins another oppoiwent of

Btelte, " Wt Hifcni Kiitsef, ed neat erf in tb*
grra tnniar school of Wotton -under -edge/*
who, ^ became master of the Publi c Col-
lefcte Sciiood,- "in tlie rity of Gioncfes terJ *
Ha puW isbed ^ ^Aa^^^r^  ̂ f he
ttoly Ghost Vindicated . 8r», Wr iCtea
airai nst John Bidtflo-  ̂ I bid. IJ. J-60.

Amobius, Lactantius , &c,y [Emebius ,
Hilkry and Brightroan ,] concerning
that one God aod the Persons of tte
Hoi; Trinity, together with observa-
tions on the same." Printed in S vo. *
Upbn tiie coining out of which th ings,
the Assembly of Divines, silting at
Westminster , made thei r endeavours
to the Pa rliament, that he might suf-
fer death in the month of Ma y, 1648,
but what hindered it I cannot tdl ,
unless it was the great dissension that
was then in the . sa id Parliament: t
however , bis confinement was made
close.

Sorae time after the publiratioc of
Biddies first book, it ham ened that
John <"loppen burch , D. D. and Pro -
fessor iii tte University of JFrism,
[Friet slan d,] was at JSristow, in Eng«>
fat yd, where meeting with William
Bamtltoti y a Scot, latel y Fellow of
Alls. Coli. in Oxon. the «aid William
did not onl y then Airnvsh him with a
copy of that toook* bat defeated the
controversy with him. Aff erwurds
upon the return of doppenburoh $4
his own C5ountr y> be did excellently
well answer it iu Latin, which he had
translated (bo much as lie answered)
in a small treatise , entitled " Vindicia
pro JOe itate Spiritus Sancti, adversus
Pnenrmatvmaehimt J vhcvn. Bidelhcm
Anplttf it f % printed nkFraneker * 105$,

* The whole of tbeee Tracts were *b~
pr inted 1691. See Unit . Tr-ect*, Voi . f.

f " The Assembly of Presbyteria n Di-
vines—solicit the JVIlaiac-irt* in wlw$*
hands waa the wyirerae |>ower at that time,
and pr ocure dDroc onick ordiimoee (M*tr$»
164B) roar uidi<5ti«g the punith inent of 46aih
upon tliose that faeW opinions contra ry to
the Pimsbyteria o points mhnu t ike Ttimty
aod other doctrines, whom they named UiaK*
phen»«rg aj)d h^retic« 9 and severe penuJftief
upon Uia«e that dii^r«d in tcs«<»r maiters u
This seemed a damoator  ̂aent&ucte agminst
Mr. £iddl#| w hich Ui^rr was no cfcap*
from* But it pie med the <Afought* to
make wmy for him, hj a difisepAH^i in the
Parlia trout itceJf ; to tha be tier p#« t wher«df
the army joined il« power, a« ft>r otfe^r
reafojijB, «o for |hat there w^re ia it many,
both odERuerB anil *old\ex*> liahk» to tbm
severiti es of that meotfon^d ^diiMUHH S
whicti, th#re fi>*>̂ from tliat ftMMe A>r dMra
yeaft lay unre ^ ĵded.̂  5^rr ^cc#im^pp. 6f 6.
1 Tha tk^jrof 4* Ho|r «pf rt l f iiidi.

£«M 5 «g«i*ft that Spiril-o^po*er# JtaJm
Biddle, an Englishmaa .
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quarto. It must also be noted , that
upon the publishin g of the said book
of Biddle, (I mean hi * Twelve Ques
tions,) Samuel Maresius , D*D* * awl
chief professo r of that faculty at Gro-
niugen , did tak e occasion (in his Epiut .
Ded. before his first vol. priuted at
Groiling, an. l65 1# quarto , entitled
Hydra Socinianumi, written against
Joh . Volktlius and Jo. Crellius,) to
give this account of the growth of
Socinianism : Vigesimus j am prmten it
cnrius ex quo pestUentissima Ti&c nutrix,
viz* Socinianismu s in Sarmaticis palu-
dibits p rimum nata, eap ut erexii, el
p er Germaniam , ac Belgium nostr am
sibilis et halitn fce dissimo gra ssata,
et iam tetrnm siium virus sttpertiio oce-
ano intulit in Angiitirn, in quti trut i
hot tempore dicilur incredibiles p r o-
yressns f ecisse, &c. f As for the Con-
fession of Fa ith, &c, before-tae n.-
tievned, it was examined arid confuted
by Nkh. Estviicfc, Rector of Warkfoti ,
in Northam ptonshire , in a book pub-
lished by lum in quart o, an. 1656:
which being dedicated to Edwa rd
Lord Montague , of Botighton , he
takes occasion to say, that ** Biddies
writings hare not been enclosed within
the confines of ow nation, but Im ve
taken their wings and have fted be-
3^ond the seas, to the thsrcptstatiott of
otir dear count ry ^ 

in the Reforme d
Churches , insomu ch that Maresiws ,
Professor of Dlir ihiity irt Gfonitige n,
is bold to avouch , {I cwwlt tiay €fitht rr
truly or ctiarTt«bl y^) tha t Sociniai? ;*vm
hath ij x ^4 its seat here in England ,
and displayed opMily the banners of
its impiety.M The said Estwfck also
had , some j^ars before , hteW fort h an
antido te aeaitist th ^ poison of Bidd!ers
44 Twelve A r^ttfttc nt8 agai nst the Deity
of the Holy Gbo*tr Sltice which,
as it k usual in deceivers, (so Evtw ick
words it ,) Biddie grew worse and

? &amuvi ties &f armts > triio died in
1673, ag-ed 74. He wrote tigfeindt Catho-
lics, So*ifti*i»« «Wd Qtotitis . See Nouv,
XHct. 1778, IV. 346w Biofr. Ito*. IX,
68.

t Twenty years have m>w passetl since
that foul nurse of pestilence, Socinittm^m̂
born ift the Sarmatian marshes9 reared its
head, and prowling through Germany; and
otor f telgiaj with it» liisscs

^ 
and naKiooa

br^atlh, tsoft reyed Ae niisciiWvomi poifaii
o>tjr «Me ira into Knfrlttna ^ <rh4ra ft tbeto*
**n &**** it fte tftM to htfv% ttmtfe hi&M^N

woTse, and levied his forces against
tlie h tf f  TrM*5v*nd publish ed, not-
withstanding , other matte rs replen-
ished with Socinian tenets. , . ¦

Our aut hor Bid die contieued y«t m
restraint , and none of the Asst*nib!y
durst venture to give him a visit*either out of charity or to convince
him of h)s errors ; nor indeed ain$
divine of not e of fhe other p*rty f ox>ly
Mr. Peter G unning, ? who had several
friendl y conferences with him. At
length , some of the lait y of London,
and others of the countr y would come
fa him, either to see or converse with
him} wh o, bei ng tak en with his reli-
gious discou rse and saint- like conver -
sation , a certain justice of peace of
Stafibrdsti re pre vailed so far wit h hi>
kieeper , that , upon Kecurity given for
his appeara nce upon the least sum*
mons, he should be surrendered up to
him. W hereupon he was conveyed
into Staffordshire , and not piiiy made
by him liis chap lain, but also pre acher
of a church th ere , t

These matters soon after being
known at London , Joh n Bra dshaw,
President of the Council of State * bin
capital enemy, sent a messenger for >ari d committed him more close than be-
fore. Scion afterthe said justic e of peace
died, and left Bid ri le a considerable
1 egaty, but in a shoft tini e devou red
by 4h« frequen t pay ing of the faes of
a prisoner. | So t hat being hi a man-
wer netluced lo great indig&tee, he ww
employed by Roger Obth ^I, a pr inter
of London , te torr«ct the Gree* Ver-
sion «F the S^ptuag int of the Old
Testament , which he was about most
accuratel y to publish : and this he
did , know hi g full well tha t Biddte wai
an exact Grecian ; and had rime enough
to folloW it. Which employ ment , and
another in privat e, did gain him, for
a time, a comfortable subsist ence, ̂

( To be continued.)
? He became Bishop of Tliy, and died

1684. See Short Account , p . 6.
+ M>i4.
J M He spent even mH& %\u MilwttHic^ it**-

soHiuch tliat i08te«il »f *n ordinary for
refftst, which be eou\4 mot pay ifbc, lye ^nu
glad of th« ck«a|>«r feM^fftft of drinking %
dtauzht of milk f rom ih&Qew* im>tiii«|r
ana ev*nu>t£~ Joi d~ >

V^B^Inugr also mot 
ae<uytqbJ g to J.

!bidJttL$ec*#kii lii« delight was i« the law
0f €kM!> HIM .

Life of John Biddle, hy  Anthony Wood. $*9



Sir, .M a y .2, 1818.
PREVIOUS to my pu blishing the

volume of Posthumous Works
of the late Robert Robinson , of Cam-
brid ge, a f ew years since, I made ever y
inquiry in my power after bis remain-
ing sermons, letters , &c-j " but notwith -
standing my endeavours , severa l of
them wer e not received till some tim e
after the publication of the volume
above-mentioned . As it is improbable
that what remain will ever be pub-
lished collectively, it is my intention
to send to your Repository " two or
three of his letters , in my possession,
and , if I can , prevail on the parties
who have others , to send them also.
I am persuad ed that there are very few
of y our readers who will not be both
entertained and edified in perus ing
th ^se effusions of a man , of whom the
Christiau wor ld in general , and his
own denomination in particular , were
•' not wort h y ;" but of whom , when
I conside r the peculiar excellencies of
his life, his character , and his writings ,
I am apt to exclai m in the language
of Hora tio, concerning Hamlet ;—

u He was a man , take him for all in all ,
We shal l not look upon his like . again ."
The following letter , your readers

will perce ive, refe rs to a subject which
has <thr own some of you r learned
Corresponden ts, as it has many others ,
learned and unlea rned , into hot water !

B. F LOWER.
To H. K. Esq.

Chesterton , March 12, 1787-
MY dear Mr . K.

No ! I have wr itt en that
line too quigk: you are non e of my
dear Mr. K.—you are become another
man . You resemble n \y violets this
cold, frosty rhornin g:—violets in shape
and colour, but not in scent ; for the
frost has nipped them, checked their
persp irat ion, and they emit none of
their fra grant effluvia. What , in the
name of. goodness, ails you, that you
n$ver write ? Do you run poor ?
Are all your members of parl iament
dead ? Arp you afraid -of interru pting
me, now that I have nothing tp do ?
The limitation of franking has teen a
great blessing to trie, for it has clicked
a boundless corr espondence with me

about. Tbhit and his dog ; but you are
one of the correspondents whom I
wished to preserve ; not ,for your sake,
be it known to you , but for our own ;
for your letters used to give us so much
pleasu re, without any mixture of pain ,
that we broke open the seal, in confi-
dence of the same success as follows
opening an aromatic box of perfume :
the hou se was filled with the odour
of the ointment. And what was there
in it? Nothing but —friendshi p 1 but
divine friendsh ip,—

u Was like the oil , supremely sweet ,
On Aaron 's reverend head :

The tricklin g dro ps perfu m'd his f eet,
A nd o'er his garment spread .

Las t year , Mr. F. chanted —" I
hope we shal l see Mr. K."—Then
came H., and he fl uted—" Mr. and
Mrs . K. .will-, indul ge us with a visit
soon." M y poor credulous wife ex^-
claimed—" Next month we shall have
the happiness of seeing pur good
friends , Mr. and M rs. K." But I,
wiser than all, I growled —" No such
thing ; I tell you they will not come;
your good man is good for nothing,
To-day he goes to buy and to plant
a new-fashioned auricula , which is
not hing but a bear 's ear when he hath
got it. „ To-morrow he meets the mi-
nisters and messengers. The day after ,
he. dines with the worsh ipful com-
pany of fishmongers. Then comes
the church meeting ; and after all,
the wharf ; and when he hath nothin g
else to do, he would rat he r cree p up
four pai r of sta irs, in some blind alley,
to give heavenl y counsel, and ha]fTa-
crown , to some gr unting old granny,
than come and see us. " Here , against
my inte ntion, my censu re faltered ,
an d the pent-up tea r burst out . The
benedictions of .heaven rest ^pon the
head of good Mr. K . for copy ing his
Divine Master , and for administering
comfort to the wretched ! An oun^e
of t his agai nst a pound of faith !—Yet
sur e he could ask his pensioners one
week's leave of absence.

I '  bless the Lord , bur ch urch
continu es to increase. Last chiircti
meeting, a son of i)r,. -r—— J pineij tiije
church- rr j^g; wa  ̂ t

rai
ned up .J ^ ;il^la!w, aad t studies in term tim^; iu town ,

at the bar , " arid the rest of the yea r

¦ 
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here . As Wise £s Lord Chancellor * as
innocent as a pri miti ve Christian. I
spealc iny heart y my friend : althoug h
I have tutored all these chaps from
their youth , they have grown so, that
I feel an awe of their wisdotii , when
I preach before them. Old for>l that

tificatio n I met with at findin gs you
abseii t9 when I came to consult ydti,
and th& ad vice you gave me- on a
rap id sketch to draw up a plan , and
print by subscri ption. Glad I ain I
did not, for 1 should then have printed
a meagre plan , and au incomp lete

I am! Afraid to preaoh before a
chur ch, as Harm less as dove$> because
they are as wise <ts serpents. ¦- I hope it
is not a slavish fear: I think it is a
just sense of my own inequality ; to
speak of such a subject * and a clear
conviction of, and a .due respect for,

work. I thoug ht I bad the Baptist
history, and only rejected your advice,
because having been bitten by book-
se llers, (you know where ,) I dreaded
su bscri ption , or any thin g to do with
them. A grea t revolution! has since
been prod uced in my mind , and riot
having, by giving out prop osals, tied
up myself to any plan , I found myself
quite at libert y to creat e what form I
pleased. I have , therefore , dissolved
all the first mode, and taken up anothe r,
perfect ly new. I was led to do so by
a happy circumstance , which gave me
a free access to the inexha ustible mines
of information • in the Universit y li-
brar y—perh aps one of the first > in
Euro pe. In all languages , on all
subjects , of all editions an exuberant
plenty. I have done nothin g for
almost two years , but stud y the Bap-
tist histor y, and I have had man y loads
of books to go til rough s The little
despised article of believer 's bapt ism
is inexhausti ble, and evidentl y on your
side of the question . - It hath not hap-
pened -to me as to the Sy bil, I have
not burnt and diminish ed my commo-
dity to rai se my price. On the con-
trar y, I hav ^ increased my work to
nea r three quarto volum es.*

I being, as most Baptist s are , a
Baptist for New Testament reasbfris ,
never troubled mj'self for years about
the history. It was Scri ptu re, that
was enou gh for me. After 1 read
English history, I thou ght I knew
it. No: I never knew the history .of
Baptism till latel y. How should I ?
Pub lic libraries were impenetrable to
me, an d no private libraries can afford
to purchase the books necessary.
When I met with the Spaniard s, L
could not do any thin g till ,1 <- had
learne d a l ittle Spanish . I conqu ered
that . Then the Ital ians stared at me,
and I at them ; but we had no con-

•
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* The work was put to the press " f>y
Mr * Robinson , hut not published till afte r
his death . ~ It ^as comprised in one vo-
lume, 4to/» 6f 053 tplose^pri ftte^! pa ges,
illustrated l>y ten beautifu l engr avings. l
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superior understanding. Wha t hath
God wrought?
a First of your kind! Society divine !
Still '"visit thus my cot, for you reserv 'd ,
And mount my soaring* soul to thoug hts

like yours .
Silence, thou lonely power! - The door he

thine : .
See on the hal loVd hou r that none int rude ,
Save a few chosen friends , who somet imes

dei gn -
To bless my humble roof, with sense refin 'd ,
Science digested well , exalted faith ,
Unstudied wit , and humour ever gay /'

Father Winch used to reproach me
for /arming : well<—I^have done farm -
in gp and done nothing the last two
3'ears but stud y and pre ach . I have
no other employment but my garde n,
and no animals but two cats, who
dflily remi nd me that I have not lost
all esteem. Daily we make a journey
to the river side, and compliment
Waltvorth in a weeping willow , once
a little Uvig over a bason of gold fish
in Paradise , now Hk ^ me, pendent
over a river. —M y wife says it weeps
for the absence of Mr. K, :—I , who
love to contradict , say—No v, it weeps
for her foolish attachment to a naug hty
man, who will not , once in three years,
step aside to ask how she arid the
willow do.

I often smile to myself in recollect-
ing Tarquin , the Sy bil, and you. The
old Sy bil carried nine books to Rome,
and offered them to Tarqui n at a high
pr ice : the king/ refused them : she
burnt three ; aud offered the six agai n
at the same price : lie ' refu sed : she
burn t three more , and then Tar cjui ti
gave her the first ^oposed price fat
the thr ee. * You recollect how little,
Dl> ,GT entere d rea lly ij itq our viejvs
of a Baptist history * You remepaber
how litt le, G-: contri ^ated iby a Ip^i?
of books . You remember the ^ mor-

- - RrtyR<&erl Uobrmmi  ̂ '*• m\



vern ation till I procured grammar s
and dictionari es, and learn ed a little
Italian. Latel y, a young clergyman
of my acquaintance ret urn ing from
German y, brought me four huge folios,
full of authentic documents of Germ an
Bapt ists ; but all in the old black
German letter * and the German of the
taut ceetu ry. How provoking is th is ?
A casket of jewels lock ed up: hungry
to deat h for German materials , and
now I have got them , I know no more
of them than a calf of a crown piece.« Surely *" exclaimed ], « the D-—^1
hath a suite against mel" *« Softly,"
•aid my friend , "my servant is bring ing
another parcel from the earriage : a
gram mar, a dictionary , and a German
TeateEgtent, aod as 1 shall spend a
fort night with you, I will teach you
both to read and speak German."
V Bttt ," rep lied f, " I will not learn ;
and neither you nor any man in Eng-
land shall make me twist my jaws,
and goosify my th roat , to speak Ger-
man. I shall brew up the tooth-ache;
Mud who ar e the BaptUrt * that 1 >should
get the tooth ache for them ? Beside,
I am not come to the German Baptist *
yet) and why should a man meet
sorrow half way i When I do arriv e
at that pa rt , 1 shall not uecd to speak
Germ an ; enough , of all conscience ,
if I can read it." •* WeU," subjoined
my frteu d, M I shall come again for
another fortni ght, about three months
hence, and then perhaps you will
honour me by being my pupil. " Thus
I go on. And now I am half angr y
with myself, aye  ̂ with ownself, dear
own&el f, for losing so much time as to
wr ite such a long heap of stuff to you.
Go front my presence , Mr . K.; there 's
witchcra ft in you. Wife's lave to the
lady of the bouse.

Ever yours,
R. ROBINS ON.

I have seen thai you bad ttoe good-
ness of sending me, by a captain of
an Amsterda m trader , a Dissertat ion
concerning the Devil, or Satan , as
having no foundation in Scripture .*
As I see tha t you calls [have cause]
to doubt , that this dissertation is not
come to my hand , I send you, on you?
reque st instan tly by the post, an
answer, to inform you that I have not
received it ; and because the name of
the captain is n^t mentioned , all in-
quiry is impossible. If you will have
opportu nity of sendin g me another
copy, I shall feel myself rau ch obliged
to you.

But few Baptist ? of this count ry dp
per form the rite of the Baptism by
dipp ing of inmersion : it is almost by
all of them administrate d by spr ink-
ling, or rat her by a large effusion of
wate r.

The year past , I have received of
the Rev. Job s Rippom, Baptist mi*
luster at London , The Baptist Annual
Register, first pub lication ; wherein I
find a list of the Particula r Bapt bt
Church es and ministe rs in England
and Wales, for 1790 $ but I have not
found Dover at [in} this list. Perhaps
yotir church is not of the denominat ion
of the Particular Bapt ists. In the
Register mentioned , I find no account
of the General Baptists in England ,
If you, in your answer , can favour me
with an v account of the state of them ,
you will very much oblige wife.

Your servaiit ,
G. HESSELINK.

You will excuse the faul ts or mis-
takes. Though I am acquain ted with
the English language , yet I do not
write it. If I , therefore ;* have occasion
to write again Xo you, I will rath er
answer in Lati n.f
The Rev. Wtti. Ashdotvne, Baptist

Minuter* Dever *
TJ j  f J .. .

natory Dictionary of the New Testament.n
Set N. An. R«^, 1700, XI , [3W,] 1792,xni. raoM,

* " Attemp t tq shew that Cite Opinion
qonceruing tfae D^vil , or Satan, m a fttlkn
Mg^lt *n4 that he UtxipU M^a to sin ,,
l^tb no rea) Foundation in Scrip tare .**
By W. Ashdow ne. |t91.

•f With these Letter s we Bare received
Renmrit 4t In Lati n, oci tbe Attemp t. Thtj
ate dafte4 Oct. Ifr * t *M t  aad tt4 of «n»«
fHlftMlt * ¦¦ ¦ ¦ •¦ ¦ : ¦ ¦ ' • ¦ ¦ • . "

$59 Letters from the HU v.G* H e&elinh to the Rep, W. AshM wne.

Tmmh Letters f r o m  Rev. G, Jff esselink •
to the Rev. W. Ashdowne.

[ComntumeAted byJf r. A.*» family.]
Letter L

Amsterdam,
|lev. Sir , June %l 9 179^

YOUR letter , signed Dorer , 24
Apri l, I have biit iqewly received*

—,,. ,. . ,y  ¦¦»¦¦'¦ ¦> «¦' ¦ . *»>» i » i . , 1 , 1 1 1 1 ' f i )iii '¦!)¦¦ » ¦' ¦' "" ¦"" iHl'U'W^ l i'f"* **'*̂ *

• <f fll. A. Professor ^f Divinity »«d
PhHf wawhy In Hie Soeiety ̂ f »ap%i«ti ,t#
Amtt erdsn i ; and auth or of <( An Eicpla-



Lett er II -
AtMterdam̂

Rev. Sir * December 6, 1792*
THE observations which you have

communicated [to] me, in a letter
signed 8 Nov., have , I thin k, the state
of [the] question bette r fixed. The
question is now coincident with, or
depends only upon , another ques-
tion, viz. How f ar J esus and the
apostles ̂ in using the language and phra-
seologies of the country* may he sup-
posed to have accommodated themselves
to the opinions adopted by the J ews ?

The year past , we have received in
[the] Dutc h language , of the learned
Society of Tey ler, at Haarlem , two
Dissertations on this important sub-
ject : the authors of which are JP. van
Hemert , Professor [of Philosophy and
Literature] by  [among] the Remon-
str ants , and W. de Vos, minister by
[among] the Baptists at Amsterdam.
A large recension of them 1 have seen
in the last Appendix to the - Monthly
Review. * Perhaps some of your
learned divines have likewise written
on this subject*Your Dissertatio n upon the Uni-
tarian Hypothesis I received , after

* See N. Ann . Reg. 1792, XIII. p. 305 .
The questions proposed by the Society we re ,u Did not Christ , in his discourses , and the
evan gelists and apostles , in their writing s ,
sometimes accommodate thei r ex pressions
and arguments to the popular notions then
prevalent ? If so, in what pa rticular in -
stances , and how far did they act th us ?
Of what use is this hypothesis , Wei ) defined
and ri ghtl y app rehended ; in explai ning the
Scri ptu res of the New Testamen t ?"

The Correspondence between Locke and
Limborch, l6S5— 1704.
(Continued from p. 299 .)

No. 1$.
Joh n Locke to Phil ip  it Limborch. .

London , Nov. 14, 1691*
Most exck ixent Friend ,

THE intention I have for some
time enterta ined of sending you

a long letter , i* the reason Why you
have received none. I have been
waiting for such a 'p^rtioB of J eteuw,
as might enab le me to commune with

seudingv my last lette r to you, tot
which Tj bin obliged to you.

None of the minist ers of the Baptist
congregatio ns of this country baptize
infants , but only adults, on the con*
fession of faith. The Remon strant *
do both. But the Baptist s, tho ' they
[do] not perform this rite to the in-
fants , exercise, notwith standing , an
universal ecclesiastic al toleration to all
Christians of every denomination , and
therefo re do invite to the holy com-
munion , all the m who profess the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ ; for
which reason , they have not any other
confession of faith , which they do sub*
scribe , $s [except] the holy Scripture.
But not all Baptists do practise this
universa l toleration ^

The Tite of lay ing on hands , on the
person baptize d, is not usual by thfc
Baptists ; because the supernatural
workings of the Hol y Ghost are only
restraint at [to] the fi rst age of ' the
Christian Church .

To your last request concernin g the
church discipline, it* is sufficien t, 1
think , to remar k, that we confortf i
[conforming to] the preeedi n g Uni-
versal confession of faith , cannot ex-
ercise a strict church disci pline, and
so never excommunicate any body
for erroneous opinions.

These brief remarks , I hope, will
be sufficient to your reques ts.

W ishin g you health and happ i ness,
I-af xi, with sincere esteem,

Your frien d,
G. HE SSEL1NK-

The Rev* W. Ashdowney JB aptist
M inister, Dover.

you free ly and at lar ge, as an ackn ow-
ledgment of your last most friendl y
lette r, which I ought long since to
have answere d. ;

It has happened , I know not how,
that affairs tha t do not properl y belong
to me, have so occupied my leisure ,
that I have scarc ely had time to att end
to my owi* immediate concerns. Yet
do not think me busied in publi c
affairs. Neither tuy hea lth, strength ,
nor politica l inforcnat ion, wotifd allow
this* And when I recollect, that now

The Correspondence between Locke and Limborch, translated * S5S

THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN LOCKE AND
LIMBORCH, TRANSLATED,

WITH HIS TORICA L NOTES .

voi» xi ii. i ' z



for three , months I have found myself
thus interrupted , it seems like enchant-
ment that every day shou ld bri ng
engagements in succession, for which
I could neither provide before-h and ,
nor avoid , however I desired it.

Lad y Cudworth [Masham ] and I
have rea d togeth er the table of the
books etnd chapters of the H istory of
the Holy Office , with grej&t pleasure.
This foretaste excites our eagerness to
see the whole work , which , I rej oiue
to find , is now in the press , as I heard
lately from a Scotsman just returned
from you r country. May a work so
important to the Christi an world *proceed unde r the most favourable
auspices 1

M y hostess, a determined foe to
ecclesiastical tyranny, often commends
to me your ingenui ty and ju dgment*and the labour you have bestowed
so seasonabl y upon this work . She
f i r mly believ es that " whatever zeal
may be displa yed for the reform ation
of religion and the spread ing of the
gospel , is in vain, while ecclesiast ical
ty ranny , or civil controu l over the
concern s of religion, (as it is now the
fashion to call it ,) or under whatever
more specious name it is concealed,
prevail s and is app lauded.

What is done at last with that
learned divine* who has been teaching
such st range things concerning aiigels,
in his book on the existence of spirits ?
Will he not excite the zeal of his
brethren , for religion , for truth , for

•* JZalthasar BekJcer 9 who published a very
learned work against the common opinions
of p ossessions and the agency of spirits .
Of this work , which was divided into four
par ts , tli Q first: part preceded by u an
abrid gment of the whoj ê " was pri nted in
1695, as u translate d from a French" ver -
sion of the Dutch ori ginal , " appr oved of
and subscribed by the author 's own hand."
The titl e is, iL The World Bewitched , or
an [Exami nation of the common Opinions
concerning " Spirits ; their Nature , Power ,
Administration and Operati ons. A$ also,
the Effects Men are able to pr oduce
by th eir Communication. By Bal thasar
Bekk ev, D.D. and Pasto r at Amsterdam ."
The Fre nch version is in four volumes,
18mo., with a portr ai t of Bekker ^ who
appears to have been very ili-J bvoured,
and his name writte n, probab ly *tti auto-
gmpi kf to the dedication of each Mliune *
It is inj t)ie libers? <>f tfce Bri tish JVluseunru
^

\^1/X1I, p, 450.

orthodoxy ? It will be strange ,indeed,
if  he escape with impunity .

Among us, the press , so far as I
percei ve, pro duces nothing which
foreigners would much desire to read.
Amidst the universal din of arms ** the
stra ins of the M uses can be scarcel y
heard * Theolog ical contention , in-
deed, is now in a grea t measure com-
posed and laid asleep, I would fain
hope , with the good-will of all parties .
But th at is a vain expectat ion, nor
can the controversies of divines be so
easil y appea sed. Yet , however un-
certain in its continuance , a truce is
good that may give exercise to mutua l
charity, and who can expect more ?

I have great need of y our kind con-
sideration to forgive ray long silence.
Be assured , that it caunot be justl y
imputed to disinclination , or the least
diminution of regard . You have
always the chief share in my esteem,
friendsh ip and affection , and I shall
ever so regard you. Continu e to me
the same, and believe me

Yours most respectfully,
J. LOCKE.

No. 19.
Jofin Locke to Philip  A Limborch.

Gates, Februar y 29, I 692.
Most excellent Fbienp,

IF you have estimated my friends hip
by the delay of my letters , I fea r

that you have suspected me of being
inattentive to the claims of a corres -
pondence which* if circu mstanc es al-
lowed, I would improve in a very
different: manner. But if 1 am dila-
tory , it generall y happen s when I
ought to write to those for whom I
especial ly desi re to testify my good
will and friendshi p, by the expressio n
of deeds rathe r than of words. Whe-
ther you will allow th is excuse, I
know not , but I hope you will thus
consider it: for none can admire ,
esteem and love you more than mysel f.
It is my present feeling, and thus 1
must always feel.

The delay of Wetstei n, in editin g
the Histo ry of the Hol y Office> does
not please me, except as you will be
induced to read it over repeat edly ;
aad thus ofte& br ingin g it on the anvi l ,
we afyaJ J have the work aft jast wore
r ¦ 1' " ,v i" *' » —'i r t""'" t ' tr ¦• * '" ¦! ,' " u*."- 1 ..¦ — " < * , ¦.—: »' -• "• > • ¦ 
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* &afej r*i«g to ihe war between ISaigto 11'^
and Fio^e.
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c<?rr£et arid polished . One thiwg I
will ttotfcfe lo you* v^hkch just occur s
to tBfe, namely, that therfe was at
Montpelifcr , about twelve years ago,*
another volume, different from that
you mention ; for there were two
volumes on the same subject.

Theolog ical zeal, it seems, is always
atid every where the satire , and acts
in the same manner. I wish, there-
fore, to know, what is at last to become
of the author of the parad oxes con-
cerning an gels ?f It will be wonde rfu l
if he escape, althou gh things looked
that way vvlieu yon wro te j for, how-
ever favoura ble to him the sloth of
the preachers at Amsterd am may be,
he Will scarcel y cowie off with an
acquittal. These champ ions of or-
thodoxy are iiot accustomed thus to
excuse the erroneous. -

What the Pr esbyter ians in Scotlan d
are doing, you may learn bett er from
others than from hie. Zeal, in that
cold reg ion , appears to grow Warm ,
as if by way of antithesis to the cli-
m&te. They exercise their disci pline
ferv ent ly enough , but let them take
care they do so pruden tl y, and with
sudicient moderation , f But wneii
theologians persuad e themselves that
they are promoting the cause of God
and his church , what will they not
th ink to justi fy, under the supposed
sanction of divine authority ?

I met M. Le Cene § at London

* See p. 12.
f  fiekkei was displaced by the CoriSifc -

tdty , twit his salary tvas continued by tlid
magistrates of Amsterdam , till his death ,
in l&m> at the age of 64. Sfce\ Fcrt. XII .
p. 450.

$ The following passage frotn the Biog\
Bri ti , A rticle Carst dr&sf may, perhaps $
refer to this subje ct : " The Presbyterian
ministers , instead of conductin g' themselves
with tha t temper and moderation , which
sound policy dictated , and the King ear-
nestly enjoined , disgusted hiin so much .
by narrowi ng the , ter ms of a££ tiniptl6fr far
the episcopal clergy , and by i'eje^tiii£ the
pltik df &c<**intrtotf&tib ;A which w£s offe r^
in tkeir Hartey artd rtp fMbVed of by liis
Majest y, that Wife aooitfifefti rme r td the
Genera l AerseiiiblV, according* to* his in-
s=lr |i<itK>n^ suddenl y di&olp&i thai eourt ^in tne year 1692 ; and William t|te Tki rd
wag not easily prevail ed with to counte -
nan ce it& meeting for , the Ziitu re.'* 6iogr.

§ -Gfti&itei: te Cbnfe , A PrSte^sitaiit miiii-

only once, and tha t was at the cele-
brated [Robert] tioyle's, so that I )md
bo oppldrtunity of conversat ion on his
own affai rs or our Amsterda m friend s.
Sinee that time I hare scarc ely been
in London , are my health requires the
country air, for my luftgs cannot bea**
the smoke of the city . "The Prelate
to whom you recommended Mr. Le
Cen e is, I believe, sincerel y desi rous
of the chareh\s peace.

I am anxious about the health of
our friend Veen. He has a narrow
chest, and I fear for his lungs. I am
fearful too, lest , from a habi t of con-
tinual occupation for so many years ,
he should gro w dull in a country re-
tire ment. I wish him a lon g, vigoro us
and happy old age. I owe him much *as I shal l always gratefull y acknow-
ledge.

You hav e done right in confining
yourself to the persecution of religion
by Papists . And if you choose f tp m
amoog Chris tians , a sect distinguishe d
from the rest by its cruelties , you ar fe
to be commended , alt hough per secu-
tion is every where the j same ^ aftd
properl y pontifical * Fo r wha tever
church arrogates to itsel f ort hodoxy,
in word s, it claims, in fact , infalli-
biKt y*

Lady Codworth [Masham] con-
tinues highl y to esteem you. Pray
presen t my kindest remembranc e to
your wife and family, Veen , Gueneion
and all thei rs* Farewell , most val ued
friend , and still regard me as your s,

Most affectionately ,
J . LOCKE.

I t^ish for ihftlr ^ation cdhcerninjg
iiiirkc le> affe1

 ̂ the aposto lic age. I
a#rt ddt eWoitgfi Ver ^d in ecclesiastica l
hi&t ^ry f6 \Li\Wr W hat opinion to fdiPM

ster of Paris , who had retired from France
on the Revocation of the Edict of Nautz,
fi rst fo fldtfefdtiin , and a fterutii ds to £on^
don , ""where lie died iii l f ti&9 Hg etii 5W;
f liere was ^̂ publis h ed iu iiZb, at Am& ter -
dam , his f rouvell e Crit ique $e toutek tea
Pers ians Pf &nfd isep cle /<* tf idl p, ' which
had first /appea red in 16^6. Tf i H ^s
tVansiaifed vvitnoii t ac fe iinw leci fcj fnen ^ fey
llugn libss, ari d applied to the * O«i .ifi[itidn
Ab ^Iisli Version. A trail slat ion of , flie
j firbh *, fey Lc dene , wm |>ublihhed Mr fcf«
sop, dt A ihsterdani , iri 1?7^1. SeVrfSi iv^
Diet, Mist. A rt. Le Cene. and Letfr <t <m
M franSfe ^o^s of tfie* BfBle, #$& fed.
p. 3&*. 
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respecting them. I, therefo re, intreat
you to iuform me, as I am very desir -
ous of knowing , whether there have
beeu any record s of miracles in the
Christian churc h since the Apostolic
age ; who were the authors of them ,
and by what t raditi on they are sup-
ported ? W hether they wer e frequent
and continued to the time of Con-
stantine or lat er?* Also, who was
Thaumat u rgus , an d from what act he
deri ved that high title which has come
down to us ? t I do not ask for a list
of all the miracles which occur in
ecclesiastical writers , but whether it
appea rs from credible historie s, that
there have been reall y such miracles ,
whether few or many, and how lon g
the gift of working them continued in
the church ?

In thfa year , I692, Mr. Locke vi-
sited Cambrid ge, as appears from one
of his MS. Letters in the Bri tish Mu -
seum. It ft da ted from Bishop Stort -
ford , 13t h May, and add ressed to his
frien d Mr. Clarke , M. P. for Taunton.
Mr. L. says ,

" I am got thus far homewards fro m
Cambrid ge, where I have been for
two days, drawn thith er by business
that was necessar y to be dispatched «
X stai d there less time than I could
well have spen t th ere , and was much
importuned to."

In the same letter he thus describ es
his dissatisfaction with the practice of
medicine then prevailin g.

** The consultation you would have
me to be at , about the health of our
infirm friend , 1 know not what to say
to y you know I wish him very wel l,
but my notions in physic are so dif-
feren t from the met hod which now
obtains, that I am like to do little

- ¦ - ~ - .1 -- ¦ i - - . .  _̂_ _ _ _  .. _

* Mr. Locke was now probably engaged
ill writ ing his " Third Lette r concernin g
Toleration ," whi ch is dated June 20,1692.
In that lette r he says, cl He who wou ld
build his faith or reasoni ngs upon mirac les,
delivered by ch urch historians , will find
Ofcuse to go no farth er tlian the apostles'
time, or else not to stop at Constanti neV^
Third Letter i Ch x. Works. Folio, II.
474* See also Middleten on this passage.
Fr ee Inq uiry , Pref. p. v.  Works , quarto ,
1T§2. I.

-f- See an Account of Gregory, tbe W&n-
der ^ worker  ̂ in MiddletonVW diks v 1. 13,
w«dL 104-~l22f or Lardncr , III . 25—57.

good , Jnd not being of the college,
czii make no other figure there , but
of an unskilful emp iric * and , no doubt ,
any thing I could offer would seem as
strange to his physicians , as the way
you tell me they take ; which seems
stran ge to me. But as every one's
hypot hesis is, sp is his reas on disposed
to jud ge, both of disease and medi-
cines/'

No. 20-
Jolin Locke to Philip  A Liniborch.

London, June SO, 1692.
My EXCELLENT FRIEN D,

Oar recei pt of your lette r, dated
27th June , I went this day iuto the
city, and immediatel y waited on the
Arc h bishop [Tillotson}. I no sooner
mentio ned your name , than he ac-
knowled ged having received from you
you r disputation with the Jew [Oro-
bio], excused his silence fro m his in-
terru pted heal th , weak eyes and other
hindranc es, which had prevented him
from yet completing his perusal. Fie
prais ed much both the wor k and its
author , and acknowled ged that he
owed you thanks , which he had not
yet offered you.

He considere d the History of the
Holy Offi ce as now pecu liar l y season-
able. He read with great pleasu re,
and hi ghly approved , the Table of
Chapters ; and when 1 explai ned to
him your design as to the Dedication ,
he discovered such courtes v and re-
spect in his man ner and language ,
that had you been present you must
have been satisfied that it would not
be d isagreeable to him. Therefo re,
as I know th e mod esty of the mani
and highly approve your plan, fi rst
send over the Dedication that he may
read it befor e it is pu blished. I will
shew it to him , because I am sur e he
will deem it respectful y an d, if he
should wish any thing altered , I will
inform you .

In the mea n time he told me, th at
he had a book , publ ished in Por tugal ,
concerning an Act of the Inquisition
in that country, in the beginning of
which is a curi ous collection of pap al
bulls and other documents , by which
the power of the Hol y Office is de-
fined and sanctione d- He could not
recollect the name of the author , and
thoug h he searche d for the book , fais
library not being yet in ord er, it could
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not .be found. It is said to be a vo-
lume in Svo. I shal l soon visit him
again , and he has directed one of his
servan ts to take care that the book
may be read y for me. 1 will then
give you the name of the autho r, and
if you have not seen that book , the
worthy Archbishop will readily send
it.

Make my remembrances to Grae -
viiis, Guenelon, and all . the Veens,
To our Le Clerc , whom 1 respectfull y

remet pber * *I wrote several Weeks, <>r
rathe ^ l I may say months , since. I
am ignorant whether he received my
letters ; for since that time 1 have
heard .nothing from him* Pra y re-
quest him to inform me immediatel y,
if my letter has not reac hed him.

With my kindest regards to your
dear wife and your childr en, I remai n,
most worth y friend ,

You rs, most respec tfully,
J. LOCKE.

The Testimony which Josephus bears
to Jesus Christ,

Sir , Mat/ 6, 1818.
"IH^TO port ion of ancient records ,
Jl.̂ 1 since the revival of learning , has
s# much engaged the at tention , or for
a time so widely divided the opinion
oflearned men, as the celebrated pas-
sage, found in the Jewish Antiquities*concerning Jesus Christ. During a
whole century it has been the subjec t
of much dispute among the critics ,
Cat holic and Protestant , in everv
country throug hou t Christendom ;
till at lengt h those who agr eed in
nothing else, ca me to agree in this,
that the passage is the forge ry of some
Christia n of the th ird century ; nor ,
perhaps , does there exist a learned
man of any estimation in Europe , who
thinks it the production of the great
Josep hus. The passa ge is to this
effect : " And about this time existed
Jesus, a wise man , if, indeed he might
be ca lied a man ; for he was t he aut hor
of won derfu l work s, an d the teac her
of such men as embrac e the trut h
with delight. He united to himself
many J ews, and many among the
Gentil es. This was the Christ : and
those who from the firs t had been
atta ched to him, continue d thei r at-
tachmen t, thoug h he was condemned
by our great men, and crucified by
Pila te. For he appea red to them alive
again the third day : and these , -with
innumerable other marvellous things
concern ing him, bei ug foretold by the
divine pro phets. And the race , who
from him still call themselves Chris -
tians * have not f allen away .'* *

* I: shal l here quote a few instances , to
shew in what manner the learn ed have

In opposition to the general opinion ,
I maintain that this important para *
grap h is the genuin e pro duct ion of
the Jewish historia n ; and I shall her e
briefl y sta te the severa l ar guments
which , when full y attended to and
enforced, must triumphantl y resto re
its lost credit , and raise it above the
suspicion of forgery to the end of time.

1. For nearl y fifteen hund red years
it existed in the Jewish Antiq uities,
apparentl y without any suspicion of
forgery : nor have those critics , who,
after the rev iva l of Teamin g, brou ght
it into disrepute , been able to pro duce
an y testimony agai nst its genuineness*
The same historical evidenc e authen -

spoken of this passage. '* We conclude,"
says Warbu rton , Div, Leg. I . 295, " that
the passage where Josep hus, who was
as much a Jew as the rel ig ion of Moses
could make him , is made to acknowled ge
that Jesus is the Christ , is a rank forger y,
and a very stup id one too. " Dr . Priestl ey
says, E arl y Op inions , I. 100, u The
famous passage in Jo seph (is concerni ng"
Christ , is not a more evident interpolatio n*than many in these epistles of I gnat ius."
The jud gment «#f Mr , Gibbon is particular ly
worth y of notice : u The passage concern -
ing- Jesus Chr ist," writ es he, Vol. II. ch. I6f
" which was inserted in the text of Jo se-
phus , betwee n the time of Ori gen and that
of Cusebius , may furnish an examp le of no
vul g*ar forgery . The accomplishment of
the p rophecies, the v irtues , the miracl es of
Jesus are distinctl y related. Jose phus ac-
know ledges that he was the Messiah , and
hesitates whether he should call him a man .
If any doubt can still remai n concerning
this celebrated passage , the reader may
examine the pointed objections of Le Febre ,
and the masterl y rep ly of an anonymous
critic , whom I bel ieve to have been tlhe
learned A bbe" de Lariguerae ,** '

The Testimony which Josephus bears to Jesus Christ. 357

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.



ticate B it which authenticates all the
works tff J oseph us, no manusc ri pt, no
t^ersioii, no copy being ever know n to
exist 'without th is celebrated testi-
mony to the character of Jesus Chr ist.

£. The style of the passage is in
exact unison with the sty le (vt J ose-
phus : the same conciseness and com-
prehension , the same dry and unvar-
nished recital of facts distinguish it,
which distinguish all his other works.
Dau buz, in a learned work , annex ed
to the second volume of Hav ercamp 's
edition , has shewn that one egg is not
more like to anot her , than this para-
grap h is in composition to the other
w ritings of Jos ephus.

9. Josep hus has dedicated his x4inti-
quitie s and his books against Apion ,
t<> art eminent Ch ristian , the friend
attd coadj utor of the apostle Paul ; and
signifies that his object in publishin g
them was to gratif y the wishes of those
Who believed in Christ ; and with
such an object it was morall y iinpos*
sible that he should leave the charac-
ter and claims of Jesus unnoticed ,

4. Jos ephus considere d the rel igion
of Jesus as the religion of Moses,
improv ed and spiritualized ; he is the
historian of its progress and the apo-
logist of its vot aries among the Jews
at*d Gentiles. He was, therefore , a
disciple of Jesus as well as of Mosres ;
and the testimon y which he bears of
the former , is in perfect unison with his
fai th and with his writi ngs. Here he
s£ys that Jesus was the Christ , and
tha t he appea red to his disci ples the
third day, alive, after his cruci fi xion.
This explains his meanin g, when in
his wor k against A pion he asserts ,
that God bas given a mighty proof of
a future staft e ; nor can any one rea *
soaabl y doubt , that by th is mighty
proof Jose phus means the resurrectio n
of Chr ist. For he mentions this under
crrc umsUnces pecul iarl y characteristi c
bf th e gospel. From the New Testa-
ment it appears evident that , thoug h
tjae doctrine of a future state might b$
suggested to the Jews by their pro-
pheta , no proo & much less a mighty
prvaf  of this awira ati ng doctrine ,, was
given by God but the resurrection of
hi» Sdfi. This resurfeetkm is justly
dh&rac terize tl. by Jose phtrs as a ixrighty
^dof, fce^ause , wtrile it was attende d
i^itti a mighty display of the tWvine
power, it affojrclea im0 most cJi cttm-
stantial and uiieauivoca } evidence of

its truth. The resdrrection of Chli st
is explicitl y held forth by the apd&ttes
as a proof , as a pledge from God , of
the resu r recti on of all mankind : and
the consequence was, that the doc-
trine spread throug hout the worl d, so
that at the time in which Jose phus
pu blished his works , thfere was scarcely
a place amon g the Gentiles where his
gospel had not been embraced.

And to its extraordinary prevalence
Jose phus thus bears his test imony :
" And as God pervades the world , so
his law has at length pervaded all man-
kind. ¦' This is true of the gospel , and
of the gospel only. Josephus , there
fore, must , by the law of God, have
mean t th e gospel, which indeed was
the last and most perfect law of God to
mankind. The future state held fort h
in the gospel, has for its foundation ,
not the supposed immortality of the
human soul, but the resurrection of
Christ $ and is to commence not in
its separation from the body by d£ath ,
but in the resurrection of the body,
afte r the example of Christ , at some
future period.

This is the notion of a life to come,
which the Gentile converts received
from the mouths of the apost les, and
for which multit udes amon g them
cheerful ly submitted to a cruel d«*ath.
The account which Josep hm gives of
this interestin g fact * precisely accord s
with the inferen ce he thus draws front
the evangelical records : '* The re-
ward of those,'* says he, i €  tvho eori -
form to our laws* is not silver or gold
or a crown of olive, or same such
honour : bat each one believes, havin g
in himsel f the testimon y of his con-
science, (L e. entert ainiwg a firm and
conscientious convfcfloTv) that as ora<r
Lawgiver foretold , and God has* af-
forded a mighty proo £ if tbey keep
our Jaw s, and when necessary cheer-
fully die for them , God appoirited them
to live again, and ntite * a period to
receive a better Iftfe ." Ag^inat Apion,
II. See. xxx.

Otnr Lord and his apotette * uncju ^gs-
tionably understood thre prop het s as
predtetmg a future state. In which
way vraa tftis predi ction made ?
The re are , ^oti btftess, expressions in
Motfes and fcihe pro ptaet g tv hicliiy when
considered «*etaph t6ricall y, noiay be
taken as intimations of a future life :
but do such - intimati ons warrant the
usseitiou tinat fhev ^a<ig|it md pre-
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dieted it ? I th ink not- How then are
we to account for the confidence with
which our Lord and his apostles appeal
to the Jew ish Script ures, as contain -
ing the doctrine of a tife to come ?
The inspired penmen assured ly fore-
told the death and resurrec tion of the
Messiah ; they , ther efore, foretold the
proof, the pledge of a new life; and
when that pr oof #as substa ntiat ed,
that pledge w$s redeemed , they might
be said to have foretol d the event
itself,

Accordin gly we do not read of a
futur e state being foretol d by Moses
and the prophets , till thei r writi ngs
were illustrat ed by the deat h and re-
surrec tion of Jesus, The word s of
Josep hus. ar e in unison wit h this
notion. When, in his work against
Apion, he w rit es, that God has,given
a mighty pro of of a new and bette r
existence, he premises that Moses
foretold it: aad when in the disputed
para grap h he asserts , that Jesus agai n
appe are d the third day alive, he adds,
that the divine prophets pr edicted his
re-appearance. If this reasoning be
just, all the objections to the genuine -
ness of this passag e fall like a dead
weight to the ground. The tru mpet
of opposition ) which so loudl y sounded
agains t it throughout Europe , is at
once hushed in eternal silence. The
Hebrew believers , or as they are gene-
ral ly called the Ebion ites, rejected the
miraculous bi rt h and divin ity of Jesus.
Josephus, in princi ple, was one of
these Ebionites , and he gives his tes-
timon y respect ing Christ , in such a
manner as to shew , that these doc->
trin es did not ori ginat e with him and
his apostles . He asserts th at he was
a man, and hints at the falsehood of
his divinity and supernatural birth ,
by holding forth Jesus -and his imme-
diate followers as men incapabl e of
teaching an y doctrine that was not
founded in truth. The clause, - 4* if he
might be called a tnan ," means onl y
that he was an extraordi nar v man :
and it has been observed , that he uses
stron ger terms of Moses, whom he
repr esents aa raised above human by
his, divine legation*. Had this para-
gra ph been really a f6rgery , the no-
tion that J< su« was a divine being
and supern aturaly bor a, would have
been boldly atid brrpad ly atesearted in
it ; and it appears t ruly surp rising
tha Uhe exchiaion of these nations did

not lead learned men to discover the
tru th * namel y, that the passage was
not a forgiery, because it contain ed
sentiments contrary to those who are
supposed to have forfgied it. ;

The objections which have been
made to the genuineness of this pa-
ragrap h, I shall stat e and refute in
a future paper y in the mean time, I
only observe * that the passage being
found auth entic, is in many respect s
highly important. It unites the op-
posite qualities of brevity ari d fulness.
In a few senten ces, 3osephu » has
brough t together the leading arti cles
of feit h contai ned in the four gospels,
and assert s, tliem to be true. Jesu s
was a wise man , and the aut hor of
wonderful works. This same Jesus
is the Christ * The rul ers condemned,
and Pilate sacrificed ivtro. Never -
theless, his followers still adhered to
him ; for he appeared to them alive
again the third day ; the prophets
having foretold this, and a thousa nd
other things respecting him. In the
midst of his sufferings and disgra ce,
he draws to himself many Jew s and
many of the Gentiles : to those he
tau ght the trut h ; and the men who
saw his \Pork s, heard his wotfds, and
recorded them in the memoirs of his
public life, were such as took pleasure
onl y in the truth . These great fattfr ,
thus explicitl y attested by the J ewish
histori an , are the chief points on
which the apostles insi sted in prea ch-
ing the gospel ; and they form the
peculiar and essentia l doctrine s of
Christianity .

JOHN JONES.

Perpetuity of tha Lord's Suppe *. 3$®

Sir , May Af ISIS.
TH E wish I expressed [p. 3tfJ t

that the observance of the in-
stitution appo inted to commemorate
the death of the founder of our relfc
gion, should foren a continu ed part of
the public service , has been misun-
ders tood.

M y expression was, ** much do I
wish the state of p ublic op inion would
allow," &c. ; meaning, that the obser-
vance of the ri te should extend sa
very widely, that ik» incon venience
could be felt, if it formed one con-
tinued part <rf the public service.
This explanation , I trew t, satisfactor ily
removes *H objectio ns that have bvet*
urge d against my wish.

With your permission , I would



submit a remark to two of your Cor-
respondents , in the Repository  for this
month, u pon the subject of the Lord 's
Suppe r.

N. N., p* 241, has this observ ation ,
** By compari ng' what he ( the apost le
Paul ) has received* with Luke 's gospel,
it w ill be found that it was front the
history of the ministry of Jesu s, written
by  Luke, his fellow-travel ler, he had
received it." Is the apostle Paul or
N. N. the most competent authority
to decide from what source the infor-
mation was derived ? The apostle's
declaration is, ** For I have received
f r o m  the Lord that which I del ivere d
also unto you."
To you r Corresponde nt W.H. , p. 255,

I take the libert y to offer a para phrase
of the apostle's langua ge, whic h ap-
pears to me more consistent with the
whole account of this institution , than
he has adopted.

1 Cor , xi. £0 : " When , therefore ,
ye come toget her into one place, it is
not to eat the Lord 's Supp er ;" i. e.
when you assemble together as a
Christian Church , in your usua l p lace
of worsh ip, you do not distinguish a
simple religious rite, commemorati ve
of the deat h of Christ , appointed to
be observed by Christian societies,
from an ordinary meal, taken in your
separate houses, to satisf y  your hunge r.
This is an abu se of a Christian ordi-
nance, and deserves my reproof. To
shew the pro priet y of this rebuke ,
the apos tle recap itulates the institution
of this rite , which was not intro duced
by Christ till after the Supper was
ended ; ver. 23—26. Then , ver. 27,
*' Whoever shall partake of the brea d
and wine unworthil y ; " i. e. €C in a
manne r unsuitable to the nature and
design of the institution , by confound-
ing the Lord' s Supper with a common
meal , or an idol feast," is guilty of
profaning the commemoration of the
deat h of Christ *

I ta ke the fu rthe r liberty to question ,
if misappre hension on the par t of
those to whom a communication of a
fact is made, in validates the testimony
of the perso n making such communi -
cation ? This ar gument appears to be
assumed by W. H- at the close of the
f irst p aragra ph of his letter.

Should he purs ue, as he intimates,
h is inquiry , I recommend these remarks
to his candid atten tion.

T\ G.

J eremy Sentham on the danger of Penal
Laws in Matters of Religion.

[Translated from Tra it4s de Legislation f
Vol. III. Chap , xviii.]

EVERY arti cle of faith is neces-
saril y hurtfu l, as soon as the

legislator puts in activity penal and
coercive motives to favour its adopt ion .
The persons whom it is wished to in-
fl uence, may be considered as forming
three classes : those who are already
of the same opinion with the legis-
lator ; those who reject this opinion ;
an d those wh o neither adopt nor
reject it.

For the conformi sts, the coercive
law is unnecessary ; for the non-con-
f ormists, it is equal ly useless, because
it cannot fulfil its object.

W hen a man has formed his opinion,
is it in the power of penalties to mak e
him change it? The very question
is an insult to good sense. Penalties
will rat her produce a cont rary effect .
They will serve rather to confirm an
op inion than to shake it; partl y be-
cause to employ constraint is a tac it
avowal that arguments are wanting,
and par tl y because the havin g re-
cours e to violent measures , produces
an aversion to the opinions which it
is wished in this manner to sustain.
All that can be obtained by penalties
is, to engage , not a belief, but a decla-
ratio n of belief.

Those who fro m a conviction , or a
sense of honour , refuse this declaration ;
submit to the greatest of evils, to per-
secution. For , what is called perse -
cution , is an evil which is not com-
pensate d by any advanta ge ; it is an
unmixe d evil ; and this administered
by the hand of the mag istrate , is pre -<
cisely the same in nature , thou gh much
g reater in degre e, than if it came by
that of an ordinary malefactor. Those
who, less firm and less generous , give
way to menaces, an d to the immediat e
dan ger which presses them , escape by
a false declaration ; but this momen-
tary pain avoided, is converted, if  they
have any scrup les, into the pains of
conscience, and into the pains of con-
tempt on the part of society, which
will accuse of baseness these hypo-
crit ical retractio ns. In this state of
things , what is the consequence ? One
par t of the people, for the sake of
self-complacency , accustoms itself to
despising the opinions of the other
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part ; \ Bitttf le ^ttectiaae ure invented
between H>pcHr«/it au4 criminal &lse-
hoo4s j privi leged Hep are establi shed,
because they serve as a safeguard
against tyranny ; customa ry perj uri es
aad faJs e signatu res are considered as
siftiple forms. But, in the midst of
these subtleties, the respect for trut h
becomes impaired $ the limits of good
and evil are confounded; and a trai n
of ieps pardonabl e falsehoods introduc e
themselves und er favour of the first :
the tribunal of opinion is divided ;
the judges which compose it, no
longer follow the same law 9 they a©
longer know with precisio n, what
degree of dissimulation they ought to
condenui, and what other degree to
excuse; the suffrages become divided
and contradict ory, and the naoral sanc-
tion having no uniform regulator , is
enfeebled and depraved. Thus the
legislator who requires declarations
of faith , becomes the corrupte r of the
nation ; he sacrific es virtue to religion,
altfpough religion herself is of no value
any further than she is the auxiliary
of vir tue.

The th ird class to be eK&vnined , is
that of those perso ns who, at the
establi shment of the penal law, hav e
not as yet formed any opinion Neither
on the one side or the other. With
respect to those, it is probable that
the law may influence the format ion
of their opinion : seeing the dangers
of the one part , and tbe safet y of the
other, it is natural that they should
contemplate Abe arguments for a con-
demned opinion, with a degree of fear
and aversi on, which they do not feel
for the arguments of the favoured
opinion.

Arguments which we wish to find
tru e, make a much more lively im-
pression than those we wish to find
false; and thus a man comes to believe,
or rather not to disbelieve; not to
reject a proposition which he would
not have adopted , if his inclinations
had been left free. In the last case,
the evil, though not so gre at as in the
two first , does not cease to be an evil.
It may happen , but it does not always
happen, that the jud gment gives way
entir ely to Ahe affections j and even
when this is the case, tha t is to Bay,
when tlie pereuasion has every possible
degree of streng th  ̂*till, if fear enters
at all intailhemotiTe  ̂df thiKpereuai ion,
the mind is nttwr perfectly tran quil*

That which a zwm believes to-A*y,
he m {rfraid he may riot ; believe to-
morro w: a clear moral tr uth can never
be shaken, but tfte fcelief of a doct rine
is more or lees «n*teady : from this
arises that inquietude with respect to
those who attack it. Examination
-and discussion ar e dreaded , because it
is felt that ther e is no solid ground
on which to rest . Nothing must be
removed in an edifice vrhich Is »ot
fihnly fixed : th€ understanding be-
comes enfeebled ; the mind seeks for
complete repose ̂ only in a etafe of
blind credulity ; it seeks out all errors
which have some affinity with its own ;
it fears to explain itself clearly 00 the
possible and the impossibl e and wishes
to co«found their boundarie s; it loves
every thing which supports sophistry,
which shackles the human intellect,
—every thing which persu ades it that
it is impossible to reason with entire
certain ty ; it acquires a disposition, an
4i»happy dexterity, to reject e^Wence.
to give force to hal f proofs, to listen
but to one party , to subtili ze against
reason : in a word, in this system it
js necessary to put a banda ge on tlie
eyes, not to be inj ured by the light tit
day.

Thus every penal means employed
to augment the infl uence of religion,
tends indirectl y to lessen that respect
for tru th and for public opinion, which
forms so essential a par t of morals.
All the enlightened friends of religion,
at the present day, are of this opinion ;
but how few states are there whuih
have acted on this principle? Perse -
cutions have ceased to be violent ;
but silent persecutions , civil penalties ,
th reatenin g laws, a precarious tole-
ration , still exist. Humiliating .situ-
ation for classes of men who awe their
tran quillity only to a tacit indulgence,
a continual pardon ! * ¦*¦ * 0 • *

J h^ve explained myself elsewhere
on the utility of religion , bat 1 cannot
omit to observe here, that in ou** da J S
she has acquired a salutary tendenc y
to disengage herself from futile avid
perniciou s dogmas, and again to mate
appr oaches towards sound morals and
sound policy. Irrett gion, ^>ii *he-c6t»-
trar y, (I am unwilling to pronounce
the wor d Atlieisni,) has ' mahiftbt ed
herse lf in our days, unde r tins most
hideousYwnie of ftbeurdity , immorality
a*id t>erseG»tion. This efxp^rifehLe is
saffic ieut to Jshew aH good minds in
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what way they ought to direct thei r
efforts ; but if the government acts
too openly to favour this salutary
directio n, it will fail of its end. It is
the libert v of examination which has
corr ected the errors of the dark ages,
and recond ucted religion toward s it*
true object ; it is the liberty of exa-
mination which will complete its pu-
rification , and will conciliate it with
pub lic utility .

the act is considered without the cir-
cumstances, the crime without the
temp tation ; and I Have never yet met
with a write r on eternal torments i'who
did not write as if himself were without
either part or lot in the matter . Now
this surprises me. For if ther e be
eternal torments , why not for M ijl ?
Am I so good as to be in no dange r^from a Being who can inflict such
punishment ? I may not have com-
mitted murde r, nor adultery , nor
perhap s dir ect theft . But .change my
circumstances t-p lace me in the situ-
ation of those who have been thus
guilty ;—then , and not until then , if
I avoid them , am 1 better than these 1.

A man in easy circumstance s, wit h
all the wants of natu re supp lied, thinks
himself very good, and thanks God
that he is not as other men are ! He
ought to be thankfu l th st he is happy,
—not that he is good ; for his trial is
not yet come, and perhaps never may
come ! He who pra yed for nfeither
riches nor poverty, was wise; and all
wise men put up the same prayer *
But it is not answered , — povert y
comes, and with it its ten thous and
t rials ! There are in all our churches ,
honoured men , who have never met a
severe trial of virtue :—let them y£t
be humble ! Let the perfect man ,
pure from the fiercest trials , thun der
condemnation on his fellows:—let him
find consolation in eternal torments ;
—but who is be ?

I have never met with any thing
so exquisitel y fine as the expostulation
with David , which God is made to
speak by Nathan. God says; " Ha ve
not I given thee two kingdoms, and
man y wives into th y bosom, and if
thou had asked it, I would have given
thee yet more?' * and t hen is int roduced
his adulter y and murder!! Who can
read this , and not tr emble that he is
a , man ! Who does not pra y that his
tr ials were over, and that he cfeased
to be in the land of temptation ?

HOMO.

i
S62 Oh Mn * Tu4:ker.<--3f he &etoTte4ii&ii

Sir, May 4, 1818.
H AV ING  attributed to Mr.

Tucker , [p. 253,] the inimitable
auth or of " The Light of Nature pu r-
sued," the sentiment that Jesus Christ
vVas by natu re aud constitu tion as weak
and pr one to evil a$ any othe r human
being> you seem to . call upon me to
point out the part of his work where
he has expr essed such an opinion.
This is very equita ble on your part.
What he sajs on that subject, occurs
in that divisi on of his work , entit led ,
'• Chris tian Scheme." Some, he says,
have, to do honour to the bavi our ,
contended tha t his soul Was by natu re
more pure than those of other men ;
but he t fiin ks> that the more honour-
able supposition is, that he was by
natu re less perfect than the rest of
Adam 's rac e ; for that that supposition
appears to him to magn ify the glory
of both God and the Saviour , in his
victory over all temptation. And he
concludes by observing that he was
a descendant of Adam , and his soul ,
naturall y, no bette r than ours .

There is surel y nothing in this sen-
timent dishon oura ble to Mr. Tucker ;
for he is most virtuous , who resisteth
the most tr ying temptation s/ Where
the rel igious princi ple has nothing
to strugg le aga inst , its trium ph must
be less! It is surel y mor e meritorio us
for a poor man to be honest, "thsn a
r ich man ;—for a man who loves wine ,
to be sober , than a man who hates it ;
and so of all the other virt ues. If
Jesus was by constitution timid , hia
triumph over himself in submitting to
suffering and death , was by that cir-
cumstance made lno-re remi trkabl e,.and
the str ength of the religious princi ple
inor^ignally illustrated .

Morals, the mo,st interesting of all
subjects, seem generall y to bie treated
in the most superfici al mann fei% Mr .
Tucker is on .tbesft stt frjects , the most
judicious of $11 y vr itf rs. Ij i general ,

Sir , May 15, 18! fe-

W
ILL you permit an old Cor-
respondent of the Theological

Repos i tory , [Vols. IV* V., VIV,] to
addres s a few thoughts in you r very
useful.and entertain ing M iscellany; on
a subje ct the rhtist awful : and inter-
esting imaginkble, especiall y as we
see the day approach ing f> There m ay;



be noth ing new in the following ob-
servations ; and they are thrown out
for the sake of some more able hand
to consider particularl y the text s 1
have alluded to, rel ating to this subject,
and prove if an v of them or others
militate against the supposition pf the
f irst resurrection takin g place in the
same manner as our Saviour 's* which
was the fi rst -frui ts pf the m that sleep.
I repeat , after the same manner , as the
affairs of the world were not inter -
rupted by it at the time, nor was either
his resu rrection or ascension known
or seen by any in the worl d, but by
his disciples only. A

The great consolation of the Chris-
tians in those days of vengeance , and
with which St. ̂ aul exhorts them to
comf ort one another, is, the connexion
these judgme nts hav e with the resu r-
rection of the just , and the change of
th e righteous living at the coming of
oar Lord fro m heaven (and hot before) ;
by which they will escape all these
jud gments , and stand before the Son
of Man , in that day, emphaticall y so
called ; as also the day of his appearing ,
as distinct from the general resurrec-
tion and f inal jud gment at the last
day. Our Saviour calls it the resu r-
rection of the just, Luke xiv. 14 ; St.
Joh n, the f i r s t  resu rrection , Rev* xx.
5, 6 3 and St. Paul , the resurrection
of those that ar e Christ 's at his coming,
I Cor. xv. 23. These three autho -
rities appear to me to point at two
periods of time ; a first and second
resurrecti on, most distinctl y and lite-
ral ly ; the fi rst , at our Lord 's second
coming, the other at the end of Christ 's
reign, which St. Paul speaks of, when
deat h, the lost enemy, is to be de-
st royed, and of course , there will be
no subjects to be raised , but those
only who have previous ly died, and
been left in the grave till the last or
general jud gment.

I conceive that the fi rs t resurrection
may take place without any interrup-
ti on of the affairs of this world ; I
mean only as far as our Savitiur 's
resur rection and ascension did, and as
relates to the kingdom of God upon
eart h. This grea t event will be ac-
complished after the f irst resur rection
takes place, as the spread of Chri sti-
an ity did after our Lord 's resurrec tion
and ascension : see Luke xvii. 24-1-36,
inclusive. There will be, undoubted ly,

9

great changes , g^eat jud gments, grea t
glory and great hap piness, till dekt h
sha ll be swallowed up in ytet€>!?y;
But the immorta lity of the righteous
will be a distinct happ iness. ? All;
these things , St. Paul informs us, ar e
to ta ke place at the last trump $ and
they are every where in Scripture
spoken of as coming on the world
suddenl y and unexpectedly. St> Paul
in his 1 Cor. xv., in the close of his
argument on this head, which is highly
deserving our regard , tells us, that he
explains to us a mystery, when he
informs us, tha t " the dead shall be
raised , and die living chang ed at the
last trump ; for the trump et  ̂ sayS
he, " shall sound." Now, the word s
" last trump ," and " the trump et shall
soun d," are evidentl y metaph orical. ;
In the emblematical languag e of pro -
phecy, the sound of the trum pet always
signifies some ver y great chan ge in
human affairs , which would be , fol-
lowed by such events as are the main
objects of the pro phecy. Thus St.
Joh n tells usi Rev. x.- in the word s
of the arch-angel , whom he beheld in
the vision, coming down from heaven,
" that in the day s of the voice of the
seventh an gel, when he shall begin to
sound , the myster y of God shall be
finished ." Is not this the myster y
which St. Paul unfolds to us in 1 Cor.
xv. (see Evanso n's Sermon on the
Resurrection ) ; and also in 1 Thess.
iv. 14, and following verses, to chap ,
v. 11? Observe par ticularl y the 4tb,
9th and 10th verses of chap , v.* and
the 16th verse of chap. iv. as appli-
cable to the escap e of the righteous ,
when the Saviour comes to inflict the
threatened v engeanc e on his enemies.
See also Luke xxi. 34—36. The
apostle Pa ul assures us, that the
trumpet of the seventh angel shall at
length sound ; the great change s pre-
dicted by it, assuredl y take places
(one of which , I concei ve, will be the
testorat ion to life of the virtuous dead,
and the sudden change of the virtu ous
living, to immortal happ iness,) and lead
to the great and final re volution of all
the kingdoms of the earth , and the
conversio n pfth e J ews to Christiani ty ;
when the kingdoms of *Ai# worl d will
become the kin gdoms of oui  ̂ God and
of his . Chris t. The apostle calls it
the last trump, because the glorious
kingdom of God will then immediate ly

On the Resurrection. $f}$



appear ; in which, God has foretold
by his prophet Isaiah , " that nation
shall not lift up sword again st nat ion,
neither shall they learn war any more."
Coin cident with th ese awful events
may be that descent mentioned in Zech.
xiir. 4, of the Saviour on the Mou nt
of Olives, froth which he also ascended ,
and who is to come in like manner9
Acts i- 11. Her e no date is fixed.
But in Dan iel, the angel tells him,
44 that be shall stand in his lot at the
end of the days/ 1 Of what days* we
may ask ? I apprehend he means at
the Hf td of the 1335 days or years ; f ar
blessed and holy is lie that shall see
those days. However that may be,
afttd it does not become any man to be
presum ptuous on a subject like this,
Paul , iJaiiiel and John , * agree that all
these great changes will take place
at the sounding of the seventh dag-el,
or last tru mp, and at the end of the
days. See alao Dan . xii« % 3. All
these great events ar e closely con-
nected , and almost cast into shade the
awful calamities with which they are
to be accompanie d, at the appe aring
of the Son of Man in his kingdom.

I have oiie observation to make
before I dose this subject. The angel
informed Daniel , that " many (not
all) that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake , some to everlasting life.
and some to ever lasting shame and
contempt." This seems to be adverse
to the opinion I am contending for* apartial and not ai genera l resurrectio n .
But it does not necessaril y follow tha t
the same period of time is intended *The angel may only suggest that there
Will be a resurrectio n of the just and
of the unjust , afc St. Pa ul has affirmed ;
and > as I think , front the foregoing
passages stated , to take place at t tvo
separate periods of tittle : the first, of
those that are Christ 's at 7ns coming :
the latter , or general resurr ection , at
the* ettd of his reign ; when he shall
have put all enemies und er his feet.
The ttet eiiemy that shall be destroyed
is dedth. NftVv obstefrve , that tftft etiemy
is not destroyed at his coining, but at
the end of his r<\lgn -, which St. Paul
and 8t< Jdli ik aay* Will finish With th<>
generhl r<^urrect ioti.

I Mve thro wn these hafety thoughts
together , In the hope that some of
yoitr C6r re^j)dno^nts may take uti thU
titifjr Wtim md v*iry iliterfeatift g aub *

ject ; and I shall, with great pleasure,
attend to ad y remarks they may & vmir
me with. • . • ' . • :  . V -  :: ¦ , ;

¦
. .¦¦>¦ — v  ¦ •*

PHIIi A LETHES.
P. S. Etferjr Idver of biblical cfi-^

ticism must admire the exactly literal
version of Dr. Alexande r oti Pteltp.
ii, 5—1 U in your Moiith ly Re^o^itory
[XII. 614—617]. Biit te th6 dwarf
can sometimes see farther than the
giant , when mounted on his shoulders,
I would prefer the word slave to
servant, as heightenin g the contrast ,
and as it alliid ^s to the ctucifiicidn 9
which was the common death of the
Roman slaves, add th& toiost ignomi-
nious punishtnent , sis well as cruel ,
that coul d bef inflicited.

364 Protest agains t the Marriage Ceremony.

Paddington,
Sir , Apr il 3, 1818.

IN pursuance of tie example of
some of your former Corr espon-

dents, I have to Communicate to your
readers the copy of a Protest agaiust
the Marriag e Ceremony ^ as adminis -
tered by law : the Ceremo ny took
place on Thursday, April 2, and the
parties (as you will see by the nam^s
subscribed ) were Mr. J. Dillon, of
Paddington , and Miss M. Woolley, of
Plaisto wv in Essex. The making mar-
riage a religions instead of a civil act,
and compellin g every man , whatever
may be his opinions and belief, to
conform to the same rite , as admin is-
tered by a priest in the same church *
is a disgra ce to a civilized age and
country, so much so indeed , that it
onl y requires to be hon&rt ly and man-
full y opposed , to be entire ly got rid
of. Let, Sir, every Dissente r, and
particula rly every Unita rian , but bear
his public test imony against this grie-
vous Imposition, and its interested and
ignorant supporters wil l not dare tb
defend a practice so absu rd ill itself,
so inconsistent With the enlightenment
of the age, aud so serious and impor*
tant in its mdfra l consequences. Hop *
ing to see your Magazine the record
of many auch stand s against priest ly
imposition, and trusting , from the
visible advantage der ivable from a fre-
quent repetition of the subject, to your
speedy inbeit ion of these observat ions*and the accoitopahy ing documen ts, 1
retiia ih, i ; v

DELTA -



" Td Mr. i" p commonly  called the
Ren * Mr* wn ,

" The unders igned , being Unitarian
Dissenters* present 16 you the following
Pro test against the Marriage Cere-
mony, to which, according to the law
of *h« land , they ane compelled to
subscribe. They disclai m all intent ion
of acting disrespectfull y either to the
legislature, or to its civil officer before
whom they stand. They lament that
they are placed in a situation so unna-
tural , as tha t even forbearance to
what they consider as established error ,
would be a formal recantation of opi-
nions Which they recei ved on convic-
tion, and which they will only re-
noun ce on similar grou nds.

«' Against the Marriag e Ceremony,
they can but most solemnly protest ;

44 JBecmise it Snakes marriage a reli *
gious instead of a civil act ;

" Beca?ue, a3 Christians and Protes -
tant Dissenters , it is impossible we
can allow of the interference of any
human institu tion, with matter s which
concern our faith and consciences ;

H Because, as knowin g nothing of a
priestho od in Christianity , the sub-
mission to a ceremon y performed by
a persori * in holy orders , or pretended
holy orders / is pai nfu l and humiliating
to our feelings :

" Because, as servants of Jesus , we
worship the one living and true God,
his God and onr God, his f ather and
our Fathe r ; and disbelieve and abomi-
nate the doctrine of the Trinity, in
whose name the Marriage Ceremony
is performed .

" (Signed )
" JOHN DILL ON,
« MARY WOOLLEY ,

" Members of the Church of
God , meeting in the Crescent ,
J ^vin Street , know n by the
name of Free-thinking Chris -
tian s.'*

April 2, 1818*

Missioaary accounts that are pab *
Hshed , they may not be aware how-
striking an occasion they present ©f
applying this trial to the question of
the Tri nity , It may not be useless
to prov e this by a few instance *, which
are a fair sample of a host of others.

In the Christian Observer for Feb-
ruary, in this year, an intere sting
account is given of a visit pa id by a
man named Anitnd Messech, to some
Christian converts in the neighbour-
hood of Delhi. He found in their
han ds a copy of a gospel, and oil
pointing out to one* of them the name
of Jesus , asked him, " Who is that ?"
" That is God ;" replied the Hindoo.
Would th is have been an apostle's an.
swer ? Again , in the Missionar y tie*
gister for the same month , we read a
letter fro m a Calmuc prince , address ed
to the President of the Russia n Ribfe
Society. It begins in this way :—.
" On the lQt h of the fi rst Tiger
month I received with great pleasure
the tetter you wrote me, together
with two copies of the History of th£
Merciful (rod Jesus C hrist , transl ated
into our Mougolian language. You
desire me to read in this book . In
obedienc e to this comman d, I hav£
not only myself read the word and
doctrines of the Almerciful God Jesm
Christ , but have given one of the co-
pies to our Lama , who reads it with
the priests."

Once again , amon g the same pages
is giv en a letter from Pomare , King of
Tahiti , or Otaheite , accompany ing his
household gods, which he has sent
over to Europe , as he beautifull y says,44 that they may be either burnt with
fire , as is thought proper , or that the
people of Europe may satisfy their
curiosity, and know Tahiti 's foolish
gods/' ~ Here , indeed , is cause not
only for blessing God and glory ing itt
our Master , but also for hearti ly com-
mending our brethren , and embracin g
them with Chri stian love, who hav£
doiife such great good. But is it not
sta rtling to read in Pomare 'a lfettef ,
twice repeat ed, sulh expre ssions as
these : " When this body of mine
shall be dissolved in death , may the
Thme-one save mtr *• Tha Thr&~
one ^ he ft is that <5an make the lore of
Bin to cease1* ?

Surely ^e may say, this appears to
be a setting forth Of strange gods, arid
is too much like reefeiiftii)* mm htm

Missioiiary Perv ersions vf Christianity. 365

Clap htrn,
Sir , March 03, 16 18.

I 
CONC EIVE it aff ord s a feir trial
of the soripturality of Any doc-

tr ines, to observe \vhether those who
believe tiitnply as they are taiigl^t, aad
speak simply an they me»n> are led
by recolvitig them into kctipttmtl p r
nnscrtptur al way* of thinking and
«l*eakin fc. As man y of your readers
m% «6t be accustomed to peruBe the



one idolatry to plunge them into an-
other . . in the mean time, it may shew
the cal l that there is on those who
hold the old C h ristian truth , " There
is one ( rod , and one Mediator between
God and men , the man Christ Jesus ,'9
to be activ e, not only  at home but
abroad , lest Christianity should be
misrepresented all over the world.
May God gr an t t hat there may soon
be missionaries of this descri ption ,
that it may appear , under his blessing,
that the simple and genuine gospel is
mightie r than any corruption of it.

HOPEFUL.

doctrines , on which wise men have
d iffered ? This was the impression
your worth y Correspondent 's paper
made on my mind ; but how is this
statement reconcilable with the Atto r-
ney-General 's opinion ? And if things ,
afte r all , are so, that we are amenable ,
should we not apply for farther pro -
tection ; for it signifies but little whe-
ther I spend my time in pris on, from
sinning against common law, or from
transg ressi ng the enactments of a po-
sitive penal statute }

J. F.

366 On the Review of Mr. Fox $ Sermon before the Unitarian Fund ,

Palgrave,
Sir , February 6, 1818.

PRESUMING that the A uthor of
the " Survey ," in your last Num-

ber, [pp. 77—80,] is correct in .what
he states , I am very sorry to find that
the A ttorne y-General should , on 'the
late trials , have distinct ly stat ed that
Unitarians are still amenable to the
common law for transgressions against
established doctrines - The worth y
wr iter points out an obvious method ,
as he think s, by which we may avoid
every evil, but I am not quite sur e
that his plan will give us sufficient
latitude. It is hardl y enoug h for us
to preach our opinions unless we may
contrast them witJ h those of our oppo-
nents , and thus discover the relative
deformity , but supposing we could do
so, still being jealous of any encroach -
ment on religious liberty , I beg to ask
your legal Correspondents , whether
or not this be not a new doctrine ,
** that we are amenable to the common
law" ? I am aware that Chris tianity
is considered as part of the common
law, thoug h, un less it can stan d with -
out this prop, perhaps some may think
it not wort h preserving. But I was
not aware that an y part icular form of
Christianity , to use the word s of a
Church Dignitary , was so establ ished
by common law, as to make those who
differed from that estab lished doctrine
sinners against the law. In fact , was
not your able Corr espondent , who
sent you an account of indictable of-
fences not man y month s since, corre ct
in shewing that , upon all informatio ns
thus laid , the jud ges uni forml y made
a diffe rence between impugning the
evidences of Christian ity, and the
questionin g of the validity of these

Sib, March 11 , 1818 .
IN reading the critique on Mr. Fox's

sermon , delivere d before the Uni-
tari an Fund Society, 28th - March ,
1817, [p. 137,3 * was struck with what
I conceived to be a great impro pr iety;
and as my only wish is to be guided
by reason and tru th, I shall feel greatl y
obli ged to any of your Cor respon -
dents to relieve my mind from the
perplexity I labour under in conse-
quence. The criti que informs me, that
Trinitarians , as.such, are not idolate rs,
because their worshi p is the result of
" an honest compliance with the dic-
tates of an erring jud gment. 1* Until
now, Mr. Editor , 1 had thoug ht that
the worshi ping of any object , other
than the great Creator of all thin gs,
wad idolatr y, althoug h, at the same
time, I did not think the sin of idolatry
was of equal magnitude in all. For
instance , the Roma n Cathol ic main-
tains the efficacy of saint -worshi p,
the Heath en nations the efficacy of
worshi ping the sun , moon, fire , wood,
stone , &c. &Cw ; but as this worsh ip
results from ignora nce more or les$
according to the degree of light and
knowledge which they might , or might
not have, so I thoug ht would be their
sin before the Almighty. But if these
people worshi p, accordin g to the Re-
viewer , u with an honest compliance
with the dictates of aii erring jud g-
ment ," they are not idolaters . Wha t
then is idolatry ?

Again : " Mr. Fox,1* says the Re-
viewer , " seems to maint ain Mr. Lind-
sey's opinion, that * Trinit arian wor -
ship ^ is Chri stian idolatr y.*" Now,
Mr. Edito r, l a m  not very well ac -
quai nted with ancient mythology , but
I am told they had gods many and
lord s man y ; neither . am 1 sufficientl y
acquainte d with modern or Christi an



mythology; but this I do know, that
they too have gods man y, and yet I
am informe d by the respectable Re-
viewed <bif Miv Fox's sermon , that ;a!S
they worsh ip " with an honest com-
pliance with the dictates of an er ring
jud gment/* they are not idolaters . ¦¦ ¦If
even the more polished of the heathen
wor ld, had many gods, and differed
one from another as to the part icular
god or image of thei r worshi p, and
were considered idolaters , how. in the
name of common sense, can we reject
** Mr. Lind sey's opinion, that * Tri-
nitarian w orshi p is Christian idola-
try *"? Have not the Trinitarians gods
many ? I well remember to have
hea rd from the Tabernacle pulpit, (for,
for many years I was a Tabern acle
man ,) addresses in the same prayer ,
to God the Father , God the Son;
God the Holy Ghost, and these com-
pounded , making another god. If
this gross worshi p had not been , again
and again , obt ruded upon my under -
standin g, no doubt I should have kept
my seat there to this day ; ;fur I bear
witne ss to thei r sincerity ar id piety ,)
but I thou ght this worship (first ) a
great impr opriety, —-then a perversi on
of reason,—then , contrary to Scri p-
ture ,—then idolatry , though without
sin, because my worshi p was in " ho-
nest compliance with the dictates of
an erring jud gment; " nevertheless I
have thoug ht , and continue to think ,
1 was an idolate r, and a " Christian
idolater " too, thoug h not wilfully. I
hope some one of your learned Cor -
respond ents will take this subject up,
and inform your readers (especiall y
the class to which I be long) what
idolatry is,—distinguishing between
Jewish , Heathen and Chris tian idola-
try. I n giving the above in your
valuabl e M iscellany, you will great ly
oblige a new subscriber. ¦ A. Z, -

Plymout h,
Sir , Mar ch 28, 1818.

A LTHOUGH it is our lot, as a
-TjL sect> to be much spoken against,
and we may expect from every quar-
ter , both direct and indirect blows
from the parties which divide the
Christi an church, yet we have no oc-
casion to apprehend offence where
none was intended , nor to imagine
that every advocate of orthodoxy
means a fling at tis ? w hen he says

something Htai ata red of a different
party ! \ The ^ings bf TWitariaiiS ii«
those of men, alive to every touch; aftd
liable, therefore  ̂

to be unne cessarily
awakened by the inuendos of the or-
thodo x champions.

I am inclined to th ink this has been
the case in a recent instance ;-- and,
lest the alarm which has be*'n irai sed
by a friend , warrti in the iii terests of
tru th , should spread in the Unitarian
circle, I must beg to- rectif y what I -
conceive a mistake , as to the opinion
that is entertained by an eminent
Scotch divine * of the actual state of
the Unitarian church ,

I refers Sir , to a declara tion thade
by Dr. Chalmers , in the Int roduct ion
to his very celebrated Astr onomical
Sermons ; the passag e is as follows :
*• This was the sole att ribute of his
th eology, (a firm belief in revelation ,)
which I had in my eye when t pre -
sumed to eulogize it. 1 do not think
that , amid the distraction and the
engrossment of his oth er purs uits , he
has at all times succeeded in his inter-
pretation of the book , else he would
never in my apprehensio n, have abet-
ted the leading doctrine of a sect or a
system , which has now nea rl y dwin-
dled away from public observatio n."

Now it has been thoug ht that the
Doctor here alludes to Unitariah ism ;
but this I apprehend is a mistak e. 1
learn from a very intelligent gentle-
man , whose usual residence is at Glas-
gow, that the opinion genera lly pre -
vailing in the circles of th at city is,
that he refers to the Millenarian hy-
pothesis , or the rei gn of Christ for a
thousand years upon the earth . Hi&
language is doubtfu l, and I do dot
t hink we are warranted to apply it
to the case of Un itarianism. Whether
Sir Isaac Newton was a Millenarian
or not , I have not been able to discover
either by my own researches or by
those of an indu strious friend . His
tutor , Dr. Barrow , avowed this notion ;
it was ver y genera lly prevalent at the
time Sir Isaac lived ; and the sweet
influences of Christianity appear to
hav e laid fast hold of his enlar ged and
philosophic mind ; it is, therefore ,
highly probable that a notion scV ac-
cordant with the moral and benevolen t
sensibilities of man would be accepta-
ble to> him. i Churchmen and Dis-
senters equal ly patronizing the opi-
nion , lie might become its advocate

On a Passage in &r* Chalmers s Astronomical Serm&ns. $0f



with more saf ety than lie could foe the
advocate of other theological opinions
openly: on this point the €ry of he-
resy would not be raised against him.
And, that be was not better known
as a believer in the proper unity of
God, was owing* perh aps, to some
dre ad of such a charge. Perhaps
some of your reade rs may discover in
bis work * the distinc t traces which
have led Dr. C. to regard him as the
abetto r of a leading doct rine now ge-
neral ly fallen into disrepute.

Dr. Chalm ers cannot be eo totally
unacquainted with the worl d in "which
he is living, as to believe that Unita -
rianism is now dwindli ng away- He
ha* seen a proof of the contra ry in the
very city in which he resides ; and in
other tow ns of the norther n kingdom
are manifestations of the falsehood of
the position ; and whate ver opinion
we may entertai n of the solidity of the
Doctor's apprehensi on , that other
worlds and other systems may be in-
terested in the awful catastro phe of
the sacrifice of a God upon the little
hill of Calvary , by that pitiful, that
despicable race of bipeds, called Jews,
we really believe jDr. Chalmers knows
better than 1o insin uate " that Uni-
rianism has nearl y dwindl ed away
from public observation ."

I am, Sir, proud of the honourable
ran k in which Unitarian professors
now stan d, and confident of the greater
honour that yet awaits the Unitarian
profes sion, yours in sincere congra tu-
lat ion,

I. W.

these great Doa& in Divinity might
object to, as too determinedl y hete-
rodox, It is not long ago that a
" venerab le" of this sacred order had
very nearl y proceeded to excommu-
nicate , in form, a right and very loyal
and Church -going member of the fra-
ternity, for having in his window a
little book , good-humouredl y enough
surely, entitled, * 'The Common Prayer
B6ok of the Sect of the Thirty-nin e
Articles (still whimsical ly enough
styling itself the Churc h of England)
made Scriptural ,1' fee. ; and ft fr iend
of mine, only the other day, upon
pr oposing, for sale under his roof, to
anoth er, a page or two, as inoffen-
sively too, entitled, " Addenda to
Gastrel 's Christia n Institu tes, or a
Sequel to ' Bible Precepts / for* the
edification of * Bible only Schools,9 "
was at once rep lied to, that he did not
dare to sell the sheet in quest ion,
because be publishe d f or the Bishop
of ———. For brevit y's sake I make
no comment.

A GRADUATE OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF OXFORD .

P. S. May I avail myself of the op-
portu nity to remar k, that in compli-
ance with the request in your present
Number , I have added the name of a
friend to your list of subscri bers .

¦̂ M^̂ tf^̂ H^̂ tfb**

Gainsborough,
Sib, itfkey g, 1S!8.

YOUR volumes will hereafter be
looked into as a record of feets

and events, out of which the histor ian
and biographer of Unitarian Dissenters
may extrac t the most important ma-
terials. Id this view, f think a shor t
sketch of the history of the buildings
and congregations connected with us
in various parts of the countr y, is a
desideratum. I communicate the fol-
lowing account of the " old- Pre sby-
terian , or Indepen dent meeting-house "
at Gainsboroug h, with a hope, if it
be acceptable , that short communi-
cations of a like nature from 'other
places may hje excited.

The present meeting-house , situ-
ated in Batten Haw, (in modern times,
Beaumont Street ,) has been erecte d
more than 100 years. It has little
appearance of a place erf worsh ip ex-
tcrnaWy, but it i« tveotiy fi tted up
wiijbin, and will 45a*rt *m upwards of
20O pettmis * W^5 hwc no accurate
account ofite origin ; but Mr . Ambros e

Slit, Ja n. 12, 1818.
AMONGST the desidera te 0*1 the

part of free inqui ry, may I be
permitte d, thro ugh the medium of
your widely^circulat ed little volume,
to report one, in my opinion, of no
ii&fc consequence, viz. a bookseller
of liberal and fearless principle at the
West end of the town. I should be
happy to be contradicted by any of
that respectable profession residing in
that part icular quarter : but ait present
I moat rel uctant ly, but as confidently
Resume myself authorized, from some
experience , to say, that the fear of
Reverends and Very Reverends aud
Bight Reverends , befor e their eyes,
forbids one and all of them from even
suffering to be advertised as only mid
at the ir shops, a»y publication which

$68 Qte Presbyttridn Meetitig-Hoitf e M (fainstoroug hl •- = ¦ ¦
1



Jtud sdell wa& -tninister here jn A. D.
J 7p7> aod cohtiiifued so till 1750, Tfhen
it is supp osed he resigned and retire jj ;
he died in the ieighbdurhood  ̂A pri I S 9
1754.- By the register of christenings
in his time* and from some other cir-
cumstances , it appears that the con-
gregation niust have been very nu-
merous, and highly respectable. Some
important legacies were left by dif-
feren t individual s belonging to the
congregation , for charitable purposes ,
and for the maintenance of a Presly-
terian or Indepen dent minister in that
place. By this cau tious wording, it
seems that the donors were aware of
the change of constitution which the
Presby teria n congregations in Eng-
land were undergoing , and provided
against being misunders tood.

Mr. Jeremiah Gill succeeded , in
1750, and remained pastor un til his
death , which happened in ,1796. This
gentleman was one of the contrib utors
to the Theological Repository, edited
by Dr. Priestley. (See Mdn. Repos.
XIL flOi.)

- Mr. Jacob Brettel , who had been
for some time a fellow-labo urer with
Mr * Gill, succeeded him as pastor of
the congre gation , and contin ued in
that office fourteen years . He iiied
March 19> 1810, aged 48 years , and is
buried by the side of his predec essor,
in the church -yard of Gain sbor ough ;
as was also Mr. Rudsdell. Over eacli
of these ministers , whose remai ns are
separated by onl y a few yar ds of
ground , a handsom e, but plai n monu-
ment is erected . Thus it appea rs,
that for considerabl y longer than a
century, th is congregation had but
th ree ministe rs.

Mr. N. T, Heineken was elected
the successor of Mr. Brettel , and was
pastor from 1810 to Midsummer , 1817,
at which time he removed , to take the
char ge of a congr egation at Brad ford ,
in Yorkshir e, not without the warmest
esteem of those among whom he had
labour ed with much acceptance and
usefulness for near seven years .

The ' choice of the congreg ation
next fell upon your present Cor-
respondent ,

i R. LITT LE.
P-kS^Am' anecdo te respectin g Mr.

A. Rudadell , the first of my predo
cessora whose name* is recorde d, aia y
be. found io the . interesting Life of
Mr * Win- iHutton , of BjimiitgbamV

And it ixray Jbe : wortK mention ing,
that j a grandson of his is at this day
the senior member of bur congre -
gati on.

^̂ ^ jf̂ y*̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^̂  ^̂ ^ ^Jgljg^̂
 ̂ ^̂

VOX*. XI I I.  3 B

Sir , Ctapham, May 10, 1818.

I 
DOUBT not but taost of ybur
readers have perused with singula r

pleasure, the letter from a nativ e
Unitarian Christ ian at Madras , lately
edited by Mr. Belsham . (See Chtfstiaii
Reform er, IV. pp. 1—• 10.) It is, indeed,
a just occasion for joy and thanks -
giving ; and we are also obliged to
the editor for his interestin g rema rks
upon it. But , I must confess, I felt a
dam p on my pleasure, wheii I found
that a per son of so much influen ce
was not about to second, but to dis-
courage the petition of the Indian
Unitarians , for a European teacher ;
and as 1 f eel  deeply interested in " the
subject, I beg leave to pro pose a f ew
ar guments in favour of our acceding -
to that petition . Mr. Belsham ob-
serves, that " it is not within the
purvie w of the society to send out
Missionar ies ; and , that jfbr his own
part , he did not see thai they could be
of  any  use " He thin ks th at Roberts,
the writer of the letter, and a few
younger assistants whom he might
select, would make better preachers
than Euro peans. Now as to the
Unitariah Society, the sending Mis-
sionaries m evidentl y not onie of its
functions ; but the iniitility of Mis-
sionaries is not so manifest. There is
no doubt, that native teache rs hav e
thei r bftii ad vantages ; and if the
question were as to the relative mag-
nitude 6f those ad vantages, in com-
parison with those of Europeans , it
might not be easy to decide. But the
question is, whether Europe an Mis-
sionaries might not greatl y promot e
and assist the endeavou rs of the
nat ives ? Now,* I think , a few consi-
derations may convince us 'that they
might , and Would ,

I will ar gue, first, from the att ention
and respec tability which a Edropean
teacher, especially a scholar and a
gentleman , would procure for tile
cause. As* the Master said. •* A
prop het has nc> bonotir in his own
country  ̂• i A% tlative teacher of a
foreign religion labotii  ̂un^er alfihe
odium of an aposta te from Ws own :
a ter cibte t ĵ^fc  ̂ to eticpt|fite r; but
ftefe WM ^h ih^^eigner is fVce. AH



accounts from India shew, that the
Englishman is very highly thoug ht
6f by the natives ; and how great are
his advantages , when contraste d with
the disabilities of natives , of the Idwer
castes, which seems to be the descri p-
tion of these our brethren ! How can
we expect that the Bramins will
deign to be taught by these abject
and profane persons ? How much
does one wish, that such inquiring
Bramins as those whom Mr. R. men-
tions, should have their attention called
to the existence of Unitaria n, Euro-
pean Christi ans ! To gain respectful
attention to Christianity , is more than
hal f to win the day, A gentleman ,
who latel y published a work entitled ,
" Sketches of India /' asser ts, that he
was a witness to the reading and
teaching of a Baptist Missionary , for
several weeks, during a great religious
fair, before an atten tive audience of
above 8000 persons , including many
Bramins. One cannot but suppose,
that it was the European who com-
manded so much attention.

I would argue , secondl y, from the
superior intelligence and information ,
which a - Well-instructed M issionary
must possess over a native Hindoo, on
subjects connecte d with Christianity.
He has read the originals of the Scrip-
ture ; he k nows at large the history
of the church and the world ; he has
seen the ends of cont roversies, and
the tendencies of opinions ; he has a
philosophical expansion of views, and
a Christi an superio rity to superstitio n,
to which the nat ive Christi an can
seldom have attained . An infant
church , in such a land as Hind ostan ,
seems to need such a guide. But
what is a stron ger argum ent, our In-
dian friends feel themselves their need
of such a helper. Probabl y, indeed ,
with the gospels in their hands , they
may discern and embrac e the essence
of our simple religion ; but then they
nfeed some person of auth ority, tp
assure them, when this is attained ,
tha t they have the one thing needful,
to set them at rest that they are
Christians.

A th ird source of argumen t, is the
importa nce of opening a chann el of
commun ication. Thi* our Indi an bro-
ther praves, in order , as he sayp, " th«it
we iiyiy faoM up to them tt*e true light,
and encourage and raise their spirit *in their duty." I humbl y hope that

this letter of William Roberts, which
is so plainly the call of Jesus to feed
his flock, will not be disregarded by
us* Such an opportunity may never
be given again ; a finer never opened
before the eyes of Christian philan-
throp ists. I have been considering
usefulness abroad : but I must add,
that undertakings of this kind leave
a rich rewa rd at home : they call reli-
gious feeling into animated and de-
lightful action, and promote the ge-
neral sympat hy and love of Chris tians
to one another ; and as to Unita rianistm,
I believe, that under the Divine bless-
ing, they would be to it as the bread
of life,

T, F- B*

370 The Emper or Cmistantine s Sermons *

Loughborough,
Sir, May 9, I S I S .

I 
WAS examining lately a coin of
Constantine , surnam ed the Great ,

and had occasion to turn to the life of
the Emperor , as given by Lempriere ,
in his Classical Dictionary ; it is there
related , that " Constantine w as learned;
and pre ached, as well as composed,
many sermons, one of which remains.1*

Constantine , it seems, was a preacher ,
and employed in the propa gation of
the doctr ines of the gospel, not only
the keen logic of the sword , but also
the weapon s of the ecclesiastic, the
tongue and the pen . The use of force
was sufficientl y consistent with the
Emperor's general conduct , but the
office of Christian minister accorded
not with his character ; and the illus-
tr ation and enforcement of the mild,
merciful and benign system of Chris-
tianity , came with a bad grace from
him who took away the life of his
own son by means of poison.

When we cal l to mind tha t the
first Chr istian Emperor employed his
pen ia defence of the religion of Jesus,
we are inclined to wonder that his
pro ductions should have been con-
signed to obl ivion : but when we re-
collect that this same writer of serr
mons murder ed his own son Crispus ,*
it is no longer diffi cult to accoun t for
the forgeffuinesH in which his dis-
courses seem to have been buri ed.

If any of the readers of the Repo-
sitory would favour us with some
account of the subject, sty le, &c- of
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* See the article * CrU pus and Conslatt-
tinus, in Leuiprier e's Classical Dictionar y.



Hie remaining sermon of Constantine ,
it would gratif y, not only the writer
of this article , but I should think many
of our Unitarian friends. The Royal
Discourse of the Emperor is certainl y
a Christian ant iquity, and some infor-
mation concerni ng it, to say the least ,
could not fail of tendin g to the grati -
fication of the theological antiquary.

W. P.

common also to them, it will not be
unac ceptable to hear occasionally by
letter from one whom circumstan ces
have removed so far from them.

After a stay of five weeks at Paris *we turned our faces southward , and
passing another five weeks, with great
satisfaction, between Lyons, Turin ,
Bologna and Floren ce, we arrive d
here just in time to witness all the
ceremonies and solemnities of Chri st-
mas.

Thou gh the duration of Rome has
been so considerable as to have dig-
nified it with the title of the etern al
city, the propriety of such an epithet
is called into question at every step,
by the marks of ruin , desolati on and
decay . Much as I was prepared to
enjoy my visit to these hallowed pre-
cincts, at once the sceue of so man y
early associations, and the theme of
my maturer stud ies, it was some days
before I could view with complacency
the shattered columns of its temples
or smile amidst the vestiges of de-
parte d greatness. It is too humiliating
to see the Forum Roman ian, the thea-
tre of their ancient glory , degraded by
the modern Roma ns into a common
cattle market , and the intervals be-
tween its dilap idated walls now made
the seat of beggary in its most revolt -
ing form . That feeling, however , has
now subsided , the scenes are become
familiar to me, and the mere locality
of the Forum , once fully ascertained ,
is enough to carr y back my imagina -
tion to the days of old, and to make
the heroes of antiq uity pass in review
before me.

The quarter of the Forum is crowded
with remains. At one end is the
commanding eminence of the capitol,
which hath a modern edifice upon the
old foundations . Immediatel y at the
f oot of it is the arch of Septimus
Severus, with the remain s of two colo-
nades of temples, and one insulate *
column in honour of one of the lite
emperors. At the opposite end is the
Arch of Titus , in honou r of the over-
throw of Jerusalem ; on the right
hand you have the massive remains
of the Im perial Palace, and on the
opposite a chai n of shatte red temples,
magnificent eveu in their fall .

You have no sooner left the Forum
than , at the head of the Via Smtra , yon
are confronte d With the Arch of Con-
at*nttne, a very striking and imposing

Sir, May 6, 1818.
HAVING long been, and still re-

maining in great doub ts con-
cernin g the disputes between mate-
rialists and immat erialists , perm it me
to put the following questions to both
part ies, the answers to which may,
perhaps , in some degTee serve to dis-
cover on which sidfe the truth lies.

1. Do we know any thin g of matt er
except its qual ities, such as extension ,
colour, hardn ess ? &c

£• Do we know any thing of mind
except its qualities, such as the power
of perce iving, thinking ? &c.

If both these questions be answ ered,
as I imagine they must be, in the
negative, I proceed to ask the imma-
terialist —Can you pr ove, that the
qualities of mind are incompatibl e with
those of matter ? And pf the materi -
alist I inquire , Can you shew that the
quali ties of mind necessaril y resul t
from any combination of those of mat-
ter , or are necessaril y connected with
them ? If all these questi ons be, as it
seems to me they must be, answered
in the negative, it will then follow,
that we have not yet at least sufficient
data to establish the truth of either
hypoth esis.

t. C. H.

Letter f r o m  Same. ' S? 1

Kidderminster,
_Sia, May 16, 1818-
nrUlE letter , of which you now re*
JL ceive a copy, was written by a

young gentleman to his relative in
Kidder minster ; if you do not object ,
I should be happy to see it inserted
ia your valuable Repository.

H-
Ronie9 Good Friday,

My dear Sir, Mar. 20, 1818.
Ttiovon separated from home by a

distan ce of 1300 miles;, 1 cannot ceaifte
to think with frequent and affectionate
regard upon the friends I have left
behind. If the same sentiment * are



edifice. It is, however , a monument
of the decline of the arts and of good
taste, as its only good has reliefs are
borrowed from the Arch of Titus ,
without any considerations of pro -
priet y or trutjh , whereas its own reliefs
are the most jb altry things imaginable ,
both in the sty le and execution. The
Colosseo* however, or Amphithe at re,
is infinitely the gran dest specimen of
all anti quity. It is an oval, and might
have still been very perfect , had not
the Pope been so entirel y destitute of
taste as to have made a quar ry of it
for the build ing of his palace . Not
far from it commences Via Appia,
which communicated with Capita , and
went for many man y miles in a direct
line. It is lined for some distance with
the fragment s of the ancient sepul-
chres ; tha t of Scip io was discovered
Under groun d, only forty years ago,
with the Sarcoph agi, inscri ptions,
names , &c. ; whereas , that of Metella,
the wife of Crassus , upou the same
road, has never ceased to chal lenge
the admiration of posterity.

The most per fect, however , of all
the memor ials of ancien t Rome is the
Rotun da of the Pa ntheon , which re-
mains littl e impaired either internall y
or exter nall y, though very different
in its decor ations now from the time
of its erect ion. The aqueduc ts are
surp rising works , and are seen ex-
tending for miles in many dir ections
across the dreary plains of the Cam-
pagua . But it is inconsistent with
the brevity of epistolary correspon-
dence to enumerate all the various
monuments of antiquity. It is true ,
that the identity and chara cter of some
are but imperfectl y defined and ascer-
tained, and that othe rs ar e the work s
of the very worst, times of Rome.
Still, however, there is enough to in-
tere st the classical traveller , in the
certainty of the more material points,

<#nd in the speculative probabilit y of
others of minor merit.

The boast of the modern town is
the justl y celebrated Cathedral of St.
Peter. Its extension has, perhaps , too
much the appearance of a palace , but
the beauty, comfort , cleanliness and
sublimity of its entran ce baffle every
power of descri ption . Its immense
dimensions, its exquisite marbl es, its
costly and magn ificent M osaics, its
splendid monuments and its union of
£o man y cha ste and elegant decora -

tions, endear it to every lover of ±-pr & *
prrety and taste. The Vatica n attac hed!
to it is the repo sitory of the finest
museu ms of statuary and pai ntings in
the world ; thoug h every palace here
commands the at tention of the tra -
veller , by *ome specimens of the per -
fection of the arts. The str eets are
general ly narrow , and oftentimes very
offensive. We have a suite of rooms
looking into the Pal ace d*Espagne9 the
most open and pleasing part of the
whole town .

But as we are now in the metropo lis
of Catholic Europe , we avail our-
selves of every opportunity to att end
the ceremonies of papal worshi p. On
Chri stmas day we saw the Pope at-
tend the sacrament , at the Churc h of
St. Mari a Maggicre. He was con-
veyed up the centre aisle or nave,
between two files of military, in a
chair of state , with fans of five ostrich
feath ers on each side of bim» and with
all the pomp and pageantry of Eastern
magnificence. He seemed, indeed, to
share a divided worsh ip with the
Deity ; and thoug h the Catholics in>
general ar e ver y earnest in their devo-
tions, not a soul on that occasion,
eith er ecclesiastic or layman , seemed
inte rested in the service, except the
aged Pope himself, who appeared
under the influence of a very fervent
and unaffect ed piety. Indeed , he is a
most excellent old man , and every
circum stance of his life seems calcu-
lated to ador n the gospel of his Master.
He is much beloved both by natives
and foreigners. Anothe r day we were
summon ed to the Church of SL Syl-
vester, where a virgin was about to
take the veil. She appea red at the
altar in a bridal dress, with her fathei t
and mother , and afte r a public pro-
fession of her feith and w ishes, she was
conveyed by the officiatin g cardinal ,
to the Convent atta ched to the chur ch,
and presen tly re-appeared at a grate d
window behind the altar in the same
attrre. The abbess and other sisters
were in att endanc e. Who, in the pre-
sence of & numerous congregati on,
cut off her hair, stri pped her of her
finer y, and equipped her in all the
dismal characteri stics of her order.
Th us did we see this deluded girl, at
an age of not more than twenty- two,
consign her self to volunta ry aikl ber-
pctual confinement i L ur/v-

Monday Night* Ther e ar e: infofcy
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•similar estab lishments at Rome, and
almost every day is marked with some
solemnity of more than pagan super-
stition . In St. Pete r 's, crowds of wor -
shipers are seen every hour kissing
the foot, and rubbing their heads under
the sole of the apostle. At another
chur ch, hundred s of penitents are seen
craw ling on their knees up the v£ry
steps by which our Lord ascended to
the judgment hall . At a third , the
identical cradle of our Saviour is ex-
hibited . At a fourth , a relic of the
man ger and remains of the very cross,
large enough to fill an ordina ry wag-
gon, as if God had multiplied the
fragments to animate the piety of the
faithful. To me, I must own, it is
very pain ful to see the understandings
of my fellow-creatures so perverted ,
and to find them exchang ing the in-
fluence of a pure , gen uine, inward
religion, for the ostentat ious, but un-
impro ving homag e of ritual obser -
vances 1 would mty9 however , but
not condemn , and would feel the va-
lued superiority of our own institu-
tions, both in reli gion and polit ics, so
enhanced by my experie nce, th at 1
may be more patie nt, under seeming
difficulties , and more grateful for real
advantages *

The Easter ceremonies are now
over, and wonderfull y solemn and im-
posing they have been. To see high
mass at St. Peter 's, the noblest Cathe -
dral in the world , to see the head of
Cat holic Europe , prostrate at the altar
of his God, to see him humbling him-
self to the dust , discarding all his
greatness , beatin g on his breast , and
saying, with the emphatic humility of
the Publican , God be mercifkl to me a
sinn er, is indeed a more stri king so-
lemnity than my imagination could
%ver have conceived. To see the same
fath er of the church , in the balcony of
St« Peter 's, bestowing his patriarchal
look upon the thousands in the area
below, to hear him invoking the bles-
sing of heaven on the prostrat e mul-
titudes beneath him, is indeed so awfu l
and impressive in its effect , that it
might soften the most obdurat e, and
blend the discor dant princip les of the
hearers , in one common sentiment of
piety and love. *

It has been my extraord inary good
luck , too, to see the dome of St.
Peter's illuminate d; which, till this

year , has been only exhibited oil St,
Peter's day in June. /

Lait week but one we took a tr ip
to Tivoli, the anci ent Tibu r : the sce-
nery abou t it is absolutel y beauti ful,
though on a very small |scale* The
cascades are lovely—the ruins grac e-
ful—the evergreens singularl y rich
and beautiful , and the whole effect so
engaging, that I had almost betray ed
myself into the poet 's wish of old:

Tibur Argeo positutn col on o,
Sit meac scdes utinam senecta? , &c.

IHor . L. ii. Od. vij
till the' thoug h  ̂ of distant home and
friends , renewed the recollection of a
more substantial residence.

I spent rather more than a month
at Naples. It is a very fine town and
finely situated . Its neighbourhood
aboun ds in classical interest , and soli-
cits your atten tion on every side*
Cumae* Baia 9 Misenns, the Lucrzne and
Aveme JLakes , the Cir caean Pro-
montory, Pas tum, &c, are all easily
accessibl e from it. It is, however , a
villanous place ; there seems, indeed ,
througho ut Ita ly, to be a sort of scale
of roguery increasing as you go south *
Thus at Turi n you complain a little ^ but
the native s transfe r all the abuse to the
Florenti nes, they in like manner to the
Romans , and they to the Neapoli tans
as the very Ne p lv^ ultra of rascal-
ity, and the very outcast s of society.
Travelling, too, thou gh dangerous in
many parts of the Roman Stat es, is
worse in the Neapolitan , and we have
frequ entl y gone, atten ded for a day
together , with some armed men on
horseback at ever y stage.

St. Januarius , as the pat ron saint
there , has in man y cases superseded
Christianity ; there is a statu e of him
near the botto m of Vesuvius, wit h one
hand pointing to the smoke. On
every alarm of an eruption , the inha -
bitants beta ke themselves to his pro -
tection ; but as the Saint seldom in-
ter feres, except to support the honou r
of his own nata l day, he not unfre -
quentl y has had his face pelted, and
his bac k scourged by the irritat ed and
impatient multitud e. I climbed with
a large party up to the very crater ,
and a very amusing and singula r ad-
venture it was.

Far , however , the most interesting
excursion from Naples is to Pompei i,
a town which lay 1700 yeara buried
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under a ahovrer of cinder s from Vesu-
vius, and which is now, since the
excavation , 90 perfect , that you walk
throug h the very st reets, enter the
very houses, read the very advert ise-
ments on the walls, and take ypur
seats in the very same theatre that
Cicero and Virgil frequen ted , in the
days of Roman greatness . The limit
of our tr avels was Paestum , about 70
miles south of Naples. We went
from Salerno by sea, about SO mi les ;
and afterw ards by sea to Amalfi , the
loveliest sail I suppose in Europe

But as 1 have nearly exhaus ted all
my mate rials and time and paper , I
must haste to a conclusion . The post
for Eng land starts to-morro w morn -
ing. We intend to follow a part of
the way on Wednesday. Our route
is to go by Bologna , Venice, Milan ,
&c, sta ying a few days at each place.
Adieu. M. C.

d'armes , and I have been told,; that
ê very canton and country which she
reached , afraid of a person so active
in stir ring up rebellion s, had adopted
the same measure , and the poor wo-
man was not allowed to rest till she
reached Frankfort. .

Mr. Drummond was told tha t his
absence would be acceptabl e, and tha t
if he did not quickl y ta ke himself off,
he might run a risk of sharing - the
fortunes of his fair coadjutor. Mean-
while, the people of Geneva were a
litt le troub led; for alth ough the fer-
ment was removed, yet it left some
dregs behind it that were npt so easily
cleared out* Three clergymen, im-
bued with the pri nciples of these peo-
ple, convened their brethren , and laid
the matte r unde r discussion , in conse-
quence of which, it was necessary to
come to some decision. I am glad,
however, to tell you , that the jud g-
ment of the council does honou r to
their liberalit y- It was decr eed, th*at
faith in the doctrine of the Trinity, or
any other doctrine ^of any church , was
unnecessary, and forms no part of the
government of the Chu rch of Geneva ;
bat that a belief in the truth of the
holy Scri ptures , and a carefu l stud y
of their contents , with a conforma tion
of the conduct to thei r dictates , was
all that was req uired of; clergymen.
Thus you see that true religion, un-
fettered by the interests of men, or
prejudices of education , has at length
found a situation in which it may flou-
rish withou t impedimen t. Geneva
has most gloriousl y fi nished the work
which she began so happ ily, and her
second reformation will be allowed by
all to be as great as her fi rst. *

374 Letter from Rome concernin g Unitarianism at Geneva.

Ex tract of a Letter from , a Gentleman
in Rome, received by  his Friends in
Edinburgh.

(See p. 338?)

1
HAVE lately been much inte-
reste d by a controversy carried on

at Geneva, betwee n the clergym en
there and a Mr. Dr ummond , assisted
by Madame K rudner , the great Ger -
man enth usiast and prop hetess. These
two, during some little residence t hey
made in Switzer land, had observed
the grea t departure of the clergy and
the people from the good old doctrines
of Joh n Calvin , and formed a scheme
for bring ing back the lost sheep to
the adoratio n of the hol y Trinity .
Their atte mpt was as bold as it was
fruitless. They began by assem bling
around them all the most ignora nt
part of the rabble ; and when they
thought themse lves sufficientl y strong,
wrote a letter to the Consistory, which
is a matchless piece of impertin ence
and folly. I need only mention the
few first words , in order to give you
an idea of the whole. It addre sses
the whole church as " blasphemers
of the name of Jesus.'* Can any thing
fye imag ined more arrogant than this ?
Christian meekness and humility are
certainty pot very remarkable in it.
But the effect of the l^ttejr was very
differen t from wha t its authors ^x-
peqtsd. The lady wa& sent out of
ttur to>wn> under the. condjiiqt of g^ns

Sir , March 7, 1818-
AMON G the number of benevo-

lently disposed persons, ther e
are those who consider it pra ise-wor-
thy to settle a par t of the worldly
goods, with which they are endowed,
for the use of charitabl e or rel igious
institutions . I have met with indivi-
duals who are able, and , I trust , some

* The above account is very inter esting
from the information which it conveys
concer ning- the spread of a purer religious
system ; it does, however, afford too much
groun d to. foment ffre un^ovi of pivil autho-
rity with any body of ecclesiastic . . /jk iPt



of thmi inclined to assist in promot ing
the spread of those religious senti-
ments, which you and I consider
near ly appro aching Christi an tr uth ,
by this means, and who were ignorant
of the clogs and restrictions which the
laws of their country have imposed
upon them , in the exercise of thei r
power over their property ,for this pur *
pose* Doubt less there are man y that
come under this descrip tion, who read
your valuabl e pub lication. By insert -
ing the following extracts from a sta-
tu te passed in the 9th of Geo. II. (the
S Gth chap. ) you will put these good
souls on thei r guard , and , perhaps ,
preven t the occurre nce of a circum-
stance which would be unp leasant to
yourself, were it to reach your ears ,
and would be injurious to our glorious
cause*

By the above statu te it is first en*
acted , " That from the 24 th June ,
1736, no mano rs, lands , tenements ,
rents , advowsons or other heredita-
ments, corporeal or incorporeal , what -
soever, nor any su m or sums of money,
good 9, chattels , stocks in the public
fund s, securities far money or any
other personal estate whatsoever , to
be laid out or disposed of in the pur*
chase of any land s, tenem ents or he-
reditaments , shall be given, granted ,
alieaa ted , limited , released , tra nsfer*
red , assigned or appointed , or any
ways conveyed or settled , to or upon
any per son or persons , bodies politic
or corporate , or otherw ise  ̂ for any
estat e or interest what soever, or any
way s charged or encumbered by any
pers on or persons whatsoever , in tru st
or for the benefit of any char itab le
uses whatsoever ; unless such gift, con-
veyance, appoi nt ment or settlement of
any such lands , tenements or heredi-
taments , sum or sums of money or
person al astute, (other than stocks in
the pu blic funds) be made by  deed,
indented, sealed and delivered , in the
presence of two or more witnesses,
twelve calendar months at least bef&re
the death of such donor or grantor , (in-
cludin g the days of execution and
death ,) and beenrolled iu his Majesty's
High Court of Cha ncery, within six
calendar month s next after the exe-
cution thereof ; and unless such stacks
be tran sferred in the publ ic books,
usually kept for the transfer of stocks,
si* calendar nidnthf at least before the
death of jwejifc grantor or donor, f in>

eluding the days of transfer and death ,}
and unless the same be made to take
effect in possession f o r  the charitab le
use intended, immediately  front tike
making thereof, and be without any
power of revocation, reservation ^ trust*
condition, limitation, clause or agree-
ment whats oever* yfrr the benef it of tlie
donor or gra ntor, or of why person of
persons claiming under him."

By the third section of the act,
" all gifts or transfers made in any
other man ner or fgtrm th an is dir ected
by this statute ," are declared to be« void."

w All gifts or t ransfer s for valuable
consideration actual ly paid, and bond
f ide mad e,*' are excepfced . r

It is almost needl ess to add , that it
is prov ided, " That the act shall not
extend to gifts or transf ers to either of
the two Universities * or any of the
colleges or houses of learnin g within
either of the said Universities , or to
or in trust for the Colleges of Eton,
Winchester or Westminster , for. the
better support and maintenance of the
scholars only upon the foundations of
the same colleges." This is a matt er
of course ,

HJ ERESIARCHUS ,

Endowments.-—Spirit of tlie Clergy. 8?5

Spirit ef the Clergy.
u Would it be right to involve the nu-

merous adherents of the Church of England
in tfae censure which may justl y be at-
tached to—what —-some individuals have
practised in its support ?"—Mon. Reftbs.
XI. 152.

Sir , iMWfcSl , 1818.
\ CCIDENTALLY reverti ng, a

jljL short time ag6, to a former vo-
lume of your Repository, [X. 576,} I
was much stru ck with the tendency
of some reflectio ns closing a Review,
which had not previousl y fallen under
my notice, of the presen t Bishop of
London 's primary charge to his clergy.
I feel anxious to notice the subject
as an act of but just exculpati on of a
numerous portion of individual s in
the Establishment , the very contrar y
spiri t of whose conduct dnd opinions
utterl y exoner ate them from all im-
plication in the views* there (an d
in as far as they mdy have any real
existence deservedl y) reprobated by
yotar Re viewer in tH ^ article in ques-
tion . ";' ¦ . ¦' -«. : ¦ ., . ¦ . ;  v ^

¦• ;> ;. : ; , u ,
That there tnay be j iome itwlividua? ^

(few, howeVer, it is to be hoped) in



the Church , influenced by the feelings,
and entertaining the views that article
describes , canno t:, perhaps , be ques-
tioned , however it must be regretted ,
as a fact ; nor do I apprehend that
there is the sect of Christians at this
day to be found, within whose pale
there are not some intempe rate indi-
viduals , and may not ever be, it is
presume d, without impl icating the
character or involving.in the cens ure
they may deserve , the rest of the b^dy.

The pers ons, however , to whom
the reflectio ns alluded to refe r, by no
means form any preponderatin g pro-
portion of the collective mass of the
Established Clergy. Arid could any
public occasion call forth th eir feelings
in aii aggreg ate expression of it, I
would boldly venture to predic t, that
the descri ption of individuals to whom
your Reviewer 's allusions appl y, would
be found to constitute a ver y insigni-
ficant minor ity, in point of numerical
strength , however supported by some
powerful names.

It may not be known , perhaps , to
the generalit y of those who form the
usual class of the readers of this Re-
pository , tha t the very existence of
this party in the Church , is a subjec t
of real regret to its more pacificall y
disposed members ; men whom I may
safely under tak e to descri be as con-
scientious ministers , spendi ng their
lives in the silent and u nobt rusive
discharge of their pasto ral duties ,
amidst the affections, and cheere d by
the attachmen t of their parochial
flocks, and with too serious a sense of
the awful respon sibilit y of their own
charge ^ to allow them to exhaust their
preciou s moments in unedif ying and
vexatiou s contests with thei r dissen-
tien t t£ fellow-labou rers in the Lord ,"
to whom, too, they are cordiall y dis-
posed to give credit (wheneve r their
lives are in unison with their pro -
fessions), for similarl y conscientious
and zealous integrity.

Believe me  ̂ Sir , the characters for
whom I am contending, regret that
auy of their brethren should even
wish to stand forth as the champions
for a. renewal of any exploded powers
of ecclesiastical supremacy $ they re-
gret any attempts to gain an extension
of the discipline of their church , be-
yond What is necessary for its own
govern ment, or for any that is not
strictl y con«iflft^jat with * due regar d

to the rights of religious libert y.. * < Jtt
conclusion I will only add, what I am
convinced, and have ample opport u-
nities of knowing, to be the fact , th at
a highly respectable portion of the
members of the Churc h, both in talent
and in influence , and of its most zeal-
ous and consistent supporters , bot h in
its ecclesiastical and in its lay ra nks,
are as adverse as the warmes t advo-
cates for Christian liber ty out- of it
can be, to the princi ples and prac tice
of intolerance and bigotry under any
form, or in any shap e they can assume
—men steadil y actuated by motives,
free from all party views or personal
policies and connexions, of preser ving
*• unity in the bend of pe ace " as the
basi s on which the security , and sup-
port , the interest and prosperit y of
every just cause, and of every ri ghte-
ous und ertaking must ultimatel y de-
pend.

V. M- H;
P. S. t am rather inclined to thin k

that your Reviewer 's idea, [p. 578,]
that the Establish ed Cler gy have
'• lost their inf luence  ̂ and tha t they have
long ceased to lead," is not exactl y
born e out by the existing facts. Their
own expe rience certainl y and decidedl y
proves the reverse , as in all cases, unex -
ceptionabl y, where the princip les ad-
vocated in the foregoing letter are
acted upon , they find an harmonious
concurren ce in their views, and an
affectionate attachment to their per-
sons, which can onl y be impaired or
extinguished by their own impru-
dence. Nor is this remark of your
Rev iewer even consistent with his
own position in another arti cle, [p.
580,] where he expresses an inclina -
tion almost to envy them " the ample
means which they possess of gaining the
affections of mankind ly  moderatio n
and Catho licism,"¦ which is, in fact , all

* The casual instances which do unfor-
tu natel y occur , (and seldom occur , I be-
lieve, withou t meeting- their merite d expo-
sure and punishment ,) of pet ulant and
persecutin g- bigotry, are invariably a sub-
ject of j^rief 

to tne pa cific members of 
the

Churc h ; and they- as I have state d, form
no mean portion of that class to which the
writer in your Jou rn al, whom Mr. Belsham
has so apt ly as well as facetiousl y called
you r " ChritH an Ptf iticwnf * ba* thou ght
prope r to attac h tbe generalizi ng- app ella*
tion of " the Lqtitudinarians S*

S?6 Spirit of the Clergy.



1 cotitetif tTdr; Slid may I be iiehWtttefa
to ^f%e ?flle l&pe, tb&t long ri*ay
*&<& j^trameiite retain "their pot her jto
r^it^/ahd ^toe# to secure? . and •perp&t tiate this
iiaftirra l ^ttati biiiiBht 5?

1 ;bc|We ;fltmir fatf(irt0 % to ^#^ ?
^f r. Bi tii  ̂fsay «f fife r^acjfi  ̂

of ̂ 'tla-
feint B^pt^iii" & Vftct ; bijt th^plnt
is* whether their testimon y supports
Ifife f a u ^  m^ ĥxk Qri ^ix^

Ŵ m
apostolic appoi nt pient, or is si^f r̂
evidence to; tfie Existence of a f at ^t
founded du an err oneous comment of
scriptural expre ssions. I n tfie citation
fro ni Terti rilian , pages 14 aii  ̂15 of the
" Plea ,*' there is no allusion to apos-
tolic command ; the chief part ^ich
relates to the point is the langu age of
Christ, " Srtflfer the little childreiu "
&c. Neither in the whole bp$t K$f
TeirtuiTian is such allusion made , al-
though reference is clear to ^he^p^-
sagS, u Give to him tb^t as|:€^li pf
tfiee  ̂ &c. Here TeriulR att grounds
h^s argumen t, (ever for ajl^wing ^tt l|e
children to come when grown ugr)  on &
passage vyhieh has nothin g to do Wiiii.
the subject  ̂ it ' \k simply Tertul ^an^s
comment , and that erroneous. Mr *\S.
seems to discover some . intimati on of
it, or allqsibii to " I nftm t Baptism0 in
the 'forme r passa ge; see pages 8>i* $%i
but how can a passage fuvour " an
ap ostolic institution./ *. when the same
apostles rebuked those who br pught
the little childr en to Christ ? Mi\ B.
considers the incidental testimony pf
Tertullia n, as tendi ng to establish his
pointy but surel y, if he mentiqns-'his
disappro bation incidentally, we should
infer, ^hat had he treated the sqbject
*c p rofessedly?* he would have p lainly
opp osed r it. What Afr. B,. says rer
$pe£ting his not app ealing tp aut bpr
rit y, and pleading the examp le of other
sects, is what ought not to be expected
unde r these circum stan ces ; and unless
we suppose that the first writer , by
whom " Infant Baptism " is mentioned ,
(arid who, observe, disapprove d qf it,J
was a solitar y dissentient , or the only
one who disapprove d of the pract ice,
it appears to me a reasonable suppo -
sition, that he would have mads &uch
appeal ^, had he written expressly or
" p rofessedly" on the snlyect. But,
in sihort, Tertullian ^s testim ony has no
allusion to the baptis m of babies, as
may be ae^n by leferen ce to the con-
nexion from which Mr , B.'s extract is
taken ; it refers solely to infant s or
minors f who hsid obtain ed sponsor s or
guard ians, wjio ar e ^ble to ask f o r
baptism, and to coyne to be haptized.
As wall might the language ? of Da*id
tier adduced to support original sin :

mmarks m Mr. m&K^ W%7

Siii; March SO, 1818.

I 
ACKNOWLEDG E tnysfelf in-
competen t to wield the ,peti of

contrbTe rsy against r ihe scientific skill
of Mr. Beljlhairi , and th erefore , with -
out ente ring the list as his ant agonist ,
I 6nly desiiiehimto est ablish his rigHt
to tti  ̂ ground which he has taket i in
def enp e  of «'• hifaht Baptisni/ ' so called ,
ludifeb t proof is certainl y as satisfec-
t̂pry as dire ct ; but the question is,

!&s sucli proo^fbeen advanced in sii^-
TE^brt otthe T^ct, that " Ihfit iit Batftiwi
ivIrs thiB nntib rm, universal and uhdi s-
puted practice of 'the church from thb
apostol ic age down to the fifth ceii-
tifry "? Mr . B. claims this ground ;
btrt sorely he ought to tn ark e hiinself
master of it by fair conque st, before
lie sfets trp lii^ banne rs.

l^ive perused Mr. B/$ " uniforw },
trti ^vferssil, uncontradic ted testitnony 6f
CfiWst iati A htiqdit y,v but t<> my slibrt-
sfgKtied capadty ther e is isuch a gulph
bietw^en th6 apo^biie agfe and prac-
tice, aiid TertUlli ian the fi rst fa ther,
that I am rea dy to add an other ten to
Ilff. B.'s «tatemei jt , aiid ?ay, untion-
nteted with apostolic pre cept : that
hundr ed years forms sufch a chasm ,
that Mr. fi.V reas ptiiri g is not suffi-
cient /o build a bridge acr oss, and land
f aith saf ely on the distant shore.

"Be hy Infant Baptism,̂  paysTVlr. B.,
" ahd vve do not ^ay you den y the
obligation of a pr ecept formally ex-
pressed in holy wri t, but y ou deny
that upon w hicli the auth ority of holy
writ itself is founded, you subvert the
creSiriilit y of the Christian Scriptures."
TMfe !k aWand dhaf geij^aipst Baptists
arid ATitibapt ists, whicfi, 1 trus ^, will
b  ̂iU^E 

and refu ted 
% 

some or" yoiir
Co-respondents. The language of a
humb le ** Plea" is tiow tr ansposed
hjitb tiLJp eal of thuncleri ug attack. For
iriykeTf, I ask for Mr. ft. 's why  and
wtwref br i; suppose^ the advan ced proof
of ^I ^hi Baptif tf ri " is 

the 
evidehc<B

of: tliiSie p^ryoiris who are silso the
W m thi ^redibiT^y of the
CfaMM 4riptii r^i, 18 it necessar y
fo^ti^ to^ieVet^
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" They go astray as soon as they be
born , speaking lies," and app lied to
babies, as the language and testimony
of Tertulli an,

Allowing it to be " impossible" that
Irenaeus " could be ignorant of the
injunctions and the pract ice of the
apostles concerning baptism ," it does
not follow that baby-baptism is right ,
or that f renaeus countenanc es the pr ac-
tice. Shall we explain the word s of
the tiito r by the scholar 's, or the dis-
ciple's by the instructor 's ? When
John used the terms, ** f athe rs,"
4t young men," «• children," and «• little
children , 9 or Peter , " new-born babes,"
can we suppose they meant what those
terms literall y mean > Why are not I re-
nceus*8 terms of similar import ? Wh y
do not they mean the same descri ption
of characte rs, and not persons of dif-
ferent ages ? •* By  regeneration ," says
Mr. B., " bap tism is unquestionab ly  to
be understood , that being the only  rege-
nerat ion &f which infants are capable "
This may be Mr , B.V. unquestiona ble
opinion, and yet not mine ; it is
grounde d on a mere begging the point
in question , nam ely, that I renaeus is
talking of babies, instead of conver ts
to Christianity. I may as well say,
that regeneration denotes a change
from Heathenism to Christian ity ; but
babies are not capable of such a chan ge,
and , therefo re, Irense us's infantes are
not our little babies.

Stumbling then at the very th resh-
old of saintly  ground , I wish these
blocks to be removed , or I cannot
t read another step with safety and
satisfa ction. In vain 1 rub my eyes,
without some farther assistan ce, to see
that it follows " by obv ious and ne-
cessary deduction , that the bapt ism of
theinfant (T mean bab y) descendants of
ba ptised persons , was aut horize d and
institut ed by the npostles themselv es."

Mr. B. endeavour s to clear the rite
from what he conceives errone ous
views. " Baptism is not intend ed to
wash away the stains of original sin*"says Mr. B., page 87. While Ori gen,
tltfe second witness, to support the
^ Plea ," speaking of original sin, says,
*•* For th is ated it was that the church
fiad a trad ition or order fr6m the
apostles to give baptism even to in-
fants. '* 4t Infants are baptized for the
forgiveness of sins. Of what sins ;
oj^*when have titey^ rfttn ^d? • . . . . ; - I f
is because , by tlte »ft^m<ibt of b;m-

tism, the pollution of our birt h is taken
away, that infants are baptized*"
Now, Sir, I am so blind as not to be
able to discern the necessity of believ-
ing Origen , when he says, the church
had a tradition to give bap tism, and
of reje cting his testimony , when he
declares the p urpose for which auch
tradition or order was given*

Mr. B. may ask , how came it to
pass that such a practice should pre -
vail universally  in the church , if it
were not authorized by apostolic war -
rant? I frankl y own that 1 do not
know that it was universa l* I do not
know whence arose the custom o/
kissing the babies after baptism in the
African churc hes, unless it were from
the apostle 's declarat ion, " Salut e the
brethren with a holy kiss ;" nor can I
tell how tfa e practice of baptizing them
before kissing, in the laver of regene-
ration , to wash away the pollution of
their birth , crept into use, un less by a
strange comment on the apostle 's ex-
pression , €t else were your children
unclean. " I can say I was not so
conscientiously delicate as Tidus, for I
kissed my bab y at three hours of age
without baptism ; and notwithstanding
Mr. Bel&ham 's kind endeavours to
persuad e me, with others , to act so as
not to recollect the time when our
children were not believers in Christ ,
mine still remains in the gall of bit*
terness and bond of iniqu ity , accord-
ing to father Origen's testimony.

Mr. B. fails, / think , in his fi rst
testimony, and therefore " the unr-
form, universal , undisputed practice ,**
remains to be established , and then its
connexion with the apostol ic com-
mand.

AN UNLETTERED RUSTI C.

378 <)n Infant Baptism.

«j —

Sandonbury,
Sir , April £5, 1818.

THE contro versy, upon the subj ect
of Infant Baptism , does not ap-

pear to me to be conducted on righ t
prin ciples, by either the ad vocate * or
the opponents of that rite.

I lay it down as a simple, immut able
pr inciple, ada pted to the unders tan d-
ings of all men, rich and poor , tha t
no rite or ceremony Wdbli gatory upon
Christians in genera l like ourse lves
unless it stands upon a clear, p ositive
comman d to observ e it throu gh ¦ all
ages accompanied with the pirt ic l̂^rs
of the time when it ia jto lie wpckised,



and of the p erson *, and succession of
person s, Who are to administer it. *

Upon this solid ground stands the
memorial of the patsover. The time
when it was to be ta ken , how lon£
it was to cont inue, by whom it was
to be observed , the particular mann er
of its observa nce, and its perp etuity,
are all clearly and indisputabl y laid
down by God himsel f. Here then is
no subject for dispute or even for
doubt •, and when infant Baptism, or
any other Baptism , or the ceremo ny
of the Lord 's Supper , can be made to
appear to rest upon the same founda-
tions, then, but not till then, I th ink ,
will they be obligatory upoii the dis-
ciples of Jesu s.

As to infant or adult bapt ism, let
me ask , where is to be found the posi-
tive command to practise it? Who
is specifically appointed to admini ster
it? In what manner is it to be per-
formed, by di pping or by spr inklin g ?
And at what age or peri od of life ?

It signifies nothing to say, that " In-
fant Baptism was the uniform , uni-
versal pr actice of the Church fronath e
apostolic age down to the fifth cen-
tur y /• Because, in the first place,
there must always be some doubt re-
specting the accuracy of this kind of
knowled ge, even in the minds of the
most lear ned men ; and , in the second
place, the practice of the church is no
aut horit y for the conduct of Chris-
tians. Nothing less than a positi ve
comman d f rom God, with all the par-
ticulars of time and per sons, can be
sufficient to create an authorit y which
ought to be bindi ng upon the followers
of our divine Master. The practice
of the churc h can be no just rule for
me; it may be an unauthori zed prac-
tice, an earl y corruption , a practi ce
which would have been roore ho-
noured in the breach than in the ob-
servanc e. ' ¦ • ¦' ¦

Respectin g the auth ority of the
apostles to bapti ze, (excepting Paul ,)
they were di rectl y commanded by Je-
sus himself. But observe how delicate
vfHB the mind of the apostl e Paul on
this subject : " 1 thank God that I
baptized: none of you but Cr ispus and
Gaius and the houbehold of Stephanus ,
For Chi 1st sent me not to baptize ,
but to preac h the go*ipeL " Here we
see this noble servan t of Gfcd thanking
his Make r tha^t he. had not proceed ed
any farth er in this business * because he

• *discovered upon refl ation that he had
not received any positive ; dil-ect cbtn -
mnnd to baptize at all'; aad happ y
would it be for the purity of Chri s-
tian ity, if some modern teach ers of
religion would imbibe a little of the
same species of delicacy which influ-
enced that truly excellent preacher pf
the gospel . I£ then , Paul had no
authorit y to baptize, who can he so
presum ptuous as to claim any, in our
times, un less he can pr oduce a positive
command directed to him for that ex-
press purpo se ? I shall rely upon your
impartiality for the insertion of the
above remarks in your Repository.

G. F.

Oii Infan t Baptism. S70

Sir , May 28, 1818.

I 
APPREHEND there are no dis-
tinct declarations in the New Tes-

tam ent from which we can decide,
whether it was the pr actice of the
apostles to baptize the children of
believers that were born afte r they
had pro fessed the Christi an faith. All
the argum ents of the Baptists and the
Paedobaptists are taken from the his-
tor y of the church in the succeeding
ages ; and I confess I have not y^t
met with any which carried us xtb
nea r enough-to the original source  ̂to
afford satisfaction to my mind upon
this subject of, indeed , secondar y im-
portance. In this want of direct evi-
dence, we can onl y have recours e to
infer ence ; and not unfre quentl y this
kind of evidence is of a character little
short of direct. I should be pleased
to have the opinion of th ose who are
advocates 1 for Infant Bapt ism, and , in-
deed , of those who are advocates for
any Baptism at all, upon the passage
of Paul in l Cor. vii. 14: " For the
unbelieving husb and is sancti fied by
the wife, and the un believing wife by
the husband , else were your children
nncleari j but now are they holy " Wheb
a man or his wife had been converted
to the Christian faith , there appears
to have been a doubt at Corinth , whe-
ther it was the duty of this convert to
forsake his or her unbelieving par t-
ner ; and , to decide the question , they
app lied to their acknowled ged ora cle.
His answer is contained in the tenth
and following verses. To be unclean
and to be Holy are terms of Jewish
law, referrin g to the custom of the
Israelites, to sancti fy their persons and
their vessels for a sacre d use; which



was : done tiy washing or spri ii kling.
These terms were adop ted by Chris-
tian professors to express the retati ve
states of believer s and unbelieve rs ;
the outward act pif Chr istian profes-
sion being bapti sm. The observati on
which follows, respecting the qhilr
dr en, seems to imply that the child ren
of a believer are alre ad y holy or pri-
vileged persons : can there the n have
been occasion for baptis m, to br ing
them into a state in which they al-
ready were, in consequenc e of the act
of the parent ? Had th ey been holy
by the act of baptism, the apostle
would have ascribed their sanctifica-
tion to that rite , but he does not ; for
it is in consideration of one parent
being a believer and a baptized per-
son, that he declares them to be holy:
hence, I should infer, that bap tism
was not employed at all with . . . the
children of believers.

LI.

your n^dei  ̂ ^̂ y 
Jtl  ̂pige  ̂

tHatt
ti t le to oue n^'s^tab te jii ^Kp^
way tp th^ir opinion?* I s&oulj& think
as individuals they hf iye no objection
to be thought Uni tapiaris* and ii^
reason remains to be sta ted of thenr -
prefere nce collectively * to a ter m wtich
undou btedl y they would not continue
but on the most satisfactory grounds.

AN; UNITA RIA N

Sf tf o  Manchester P r ^hjft ma ^ ^' lines cm Sleep*

Sir , Ha lifax* May 7, 1 818*
MR. JO HNS: has underta ken to

vindicate the Man cheste r and
neighbo uring minist ers f t w n  the
charge of dup/icitj / , in styling them-
selves Presbyterians, [p. 281,} and I
should thin k no reflecting person can
imagine that a resp ectable body of
men are capab le of wilfal deceptio n.
Still 1 am inclined to believe, that a
good deal of mischief is done by ad-
hering to a term , which, to say the
least , is unnieaning and totally mis-
app lied. What must an indifferen t
person suppose on read ing " The
Pr esbyterian ministers will dine with
the friends, of the Lancashi re and
Chp$frir<e Unitarian Book Society,"
bufc thpt,: on some account ,, a distinc-
tion was intend^ ? I am not aware
that the term is continu ed in any other
distric t,, and .am of opinion , that an1
adheren ce to it is not only improper ,
but has a tendency to d isu nite the
friend s to Unitariani am, w bjq h has* ao
abundance of opprobiou s epitlieU from
ito enemies, withou t being obliged;ta
complain o/ inte rnal diyi^iona.

' A> CQI^STA MX RJBADJ E R. ,
! ' . ¦ . r . i .

? Liverpmiit
Sate* Matf i l ly  ima.

miBWH A ^S > our Corre ^poodmi
Jt T- Mr»f iJMiins» wkaiias uwi^efcaHen
ta ad^Noate ^hej â we iof the Maocbear'
twtlfy 9*byt«n<f auf { ]p6 > ̂ 81J vrt tlkrforai

. ¦ , • ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^P̂ Bil^̂ ^^̂ ^̂ ^ * * •* >

Hamme rsmith,
Sir, May 17, 1SI8.

I 
WISH to expre ss my thanks " to
3. T. R. and Mr. Bra««b v for the

gratificat ion they have afforded me,
by their communications of and re-
spectin g the elegant and expressive
epigram , •* Ad Somnun fi/ 1 atid various
translation s ofit  ̂ inserted pp. 9^^277-

To any of your; readers who are
musical , (and to thB gentle men above*
named I am particularl y desirous of
mentioning the circumstance ,) it may
not be an unwelcome addition to the
inform ation alread y imparted respect-
ing* it, to state that one of these trans -
lation s, if t remember rightl y, the th ird,
" Though Deatb ^s strong* likeness in thy

form we trace , «rcr.
has b€ien set to musi c with great f<$i-
city by that eminent composer Danb y.

I am indebted £o the obliging at-
tent ions of Mn B,art ieniaii for n>y
knowledge of th is exquisitel y sweet
gliee; which,ffrQm iW woi^s^ its music,
and that gentleman 's inc ompa ra ble
performa nce of the bass. line of it, could
not fail of being pow^rfiill y, and no
l^ssi agreeably impressed op. pipy, recol-
lection. : ' . . ' . /-

J 4MES SJL^VJEBf,

Sir , iH«y 6^ 1818^
1\ WAS, till very lately, prevented,

¦ by, various occupa tions, and some
of them far less agreeable , from read *
ing Ms, Yate a'd pieees in controversy
with Mr , Wardla vv* wjtb any thi ngs
like, the attention they justly d««^rye.

There are* however , two \ passages
upon whiclvtli elitaeral -miadcd a-ntbo r
of thojje pieces; will; I am persuaded^
allow me to solicit fart her informaticw .
In the Vindicatmn) yn>- iG* he **a=y»,
" WKfA lien the plen«ry iesptration oB
the .Scriptures ; be: a; doctriae toff ttaw
tymtikwmreligion * is one 6P the ^en^
tioiU) ujpoq w4ikib ,\Jriitiwi yiT» ir ^di*.
vidert iin opM oauV *[. • '* v - i ; - . ' :r . ': • :



Of this statem ent I am inclined ta
doubt the accuracy. I can* indeed *
har dly suppose it possible for a,person
to examine the Scriptures so fully as
to embrac e the U&Uari ai* faith , in de-
fian ce of long-established creeds and .
recommended forin ularie s, received
hyl . tbe grea t majori ty of; Christia ns*
witho ut ; observin g bhat no suchj pie-
nary inspiration is claimed by tfae
sacred writers , or coiisistent - with se-
ver al of their declaration s j not to add i
the conduct of Divi ne; Pitavidence : ini
sufferi ng the Scriptu res to come dowir
to these later ages*, under the dfcad*-
vant ages common to all ancient/writ-
ings j thou gh counteracted ; by tlie
high regard early paid to s those invar
luable records , and the ; jealousy of
rival sects, among whom they formed
a: common authori ty*

The .other passage to. which I refer
is in the Sequel* p* .17* where Mr.
Yates says, ** Of the language and
sentiments of Dr. Br J est ley, contained
in th£ passages, which Mr .. Ward law
has* quoted , I stron gly disappro ve j
and I have no doui>t, that my send*
meats are those of - the ; great mass of
Unitarians. "

Not having access to Mr. Ward*
law's public ation , I can only conjec-
ture , as to the passages here censured ,
1 need not say, on the part of Mr *
Yat es, wi th the highest respect to Dr*
Priestley 's memory , and from a motive
whieh lie would have been among the
first to approve* As: many of your
rea ders may be in a situation like
mysel f, the able Vindicator ' may pro -
bably be disposed to satisfy an inquir y,
which I can assure him i» prompted
by a bett er motive than cuxiosity.

B. JL. G,

Sir , Marvk £<*, 1S38.

1 
OBSERVE in the '&&} Annual
Register for 1785; [VI. ^76,Q the

notice of a work * eiititl/ed1 The Resti-
tution of all Things , ^ti y M ir. BJroWu ;
lat  ̂ Missionary iii > tSeoi'gia:;* It is
described ai 4< att ing'c'rt lcJus an ^iiWerai
essay, and worth y, of at teti tive p^rii -
sal.** This autho r * de^ctlbefc , a> the\
end of th^ fiivine dispeirsatibti  ̂ " the ;
entire extirpation of eVil , dispyd'e  ̂aiiji |
winery j %o[- tht rb&tprktioh 6t )^e^etptSection arid ftliintV. tfii rouglr all ti% ;r*%m itf m? tAs î%*sf*
hGrif c of ybiit re t̂d^W ttwy , pferftbps/

k now; and commu nicate fert her ihfar *
maiipn r^specHng the autho r and h?»
wqrk». ' : . :. ; •  rl • . : ¦ : ¦ 

. :  . ' < :  ¦. -, ¦ ¦•
¦
*/

B«iE¥IS  ̂ ;
-

¦¦ ' : ¦ ' ' ' ¦ •' ¦ ^T*^BP̂ fcr" ' ' ¦ 
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Brown's Restoration ofa &7![Mng&<*rM the Vatican MS. 381

&%n$. J *ma 15* 1i8 1̂ L/
HAD your Corre spondent Ofe»

scurus, [p. aan] take n the tar wi^
ble to rea d with afctention the note at
the foot of Grie&bach 's jjage^he would
have seen that , Profe ssor Birch ex-
pressl y retrac ta iiie refecenre which
he had made to the Vatican naann-
seri pt , and , consequently, tl>al the
Editors of the Improv ed Version a*&
not under an error , wlian they assert
with Griesbach , that in the cele*
bnat ed passage , Adks xx. 28  ̂ " the
received text read s God upon the au-
thorit y of no manusc ript of note or
vniue."

B;
P. S* Obscurua very oddl y refers to

the: note above alluded , to, as ** stat ing
Birch ts grounds for his asserting the
Vatican reading to be ®€*f," witer efttt
it reall y states his rea sons for ietrwcf r
hvg; his assertion . Let the rea<fet
jud ge from the wards of the note itselft
vizi Se8 io pra efatione ad Varias Lec>
tiones ad; textu m Apocal y pseos cbli
lectas , p. xxxix. Birchius , u Gum
schedas meas, in quit , coHationem hti-
jiis codicis1 (B) complectentes iteru m
inttent# examinarem , nihil 'de lectk>ne
sxxXtj xti& v rs ®^9 nee alia ]ectione
hoc loco adnotatum ihvenio , ita ut
pro certo pronunc iare uon au.sim, quid ;
in codice nost ro scriptum reperia -
tu r. Vix tamea dubi ta re licet , si hie
(lisec ?) in codice nost ro obtin uisset
v arieta l lectioais, hanc intentione m
meam fti gisse, cum locum hu ii c nota -
bilcm in omnibus codd. qui mihi ob-
vreneri hf; J>rse t ceteris exattiin ^ndutx i
su0ips ,eiim. (I!uinanrt f vero, an tyjp o^"
grap Ht ), an . infh 'i  ̂ cUl pa sit1 tri bu^a^fi*cmp d Vst. t2Op  ̂

(£>. B.) hoc IqUo,
irrepst rit, omnino me iatet sed delen-
dtym j esse ex.supra dktia appafjeiti** ' I

t^H v OKsdurU by siting,
that Bfrch*s not|B is unne cessary, *4 b^cause iiT Wei vwilr ff le£r ' i$ei. mawuHtKipj L ,
itself Texainined!, as; he jj ias &dn$^ ttey'
will be abl^e %6 sta.i  ̂life\&ct pp^itively
fr p m: thef t own knowledge " m too «£

^ffsfj ^
ry^g

^nt lias not mscovcreQ this peculiar



reading , I for one shall be conten t,
upon his authority, to believe that the
word God is not to be found in -this
text , in the Vatican manuscri pt. Had
the word been ther e, it is hard ly pos-
sible, that the Professor should hav e
overlooke d it , or neglected to have
noted so import ant a variation.

those of his opponen ts, is, on this ac-
count , frequently marked by a tone
of arrogance and supercil iousness,
which but ill accord s with the mi ld]
candid and forbearing temp er of the
genuine Christian.

These defects might , however , be
attributed , in a great measure , to the
fervour of his zeal, to the nat u ral
warmth and vivacity of his feelings,
and to the spirit of the age. Had,
th erefore , nothing more appear ed to
det ra ct from his high merits , and to
cast a shade over the lustre of his vir -
tues, than the maintenance of an opi-
nion scarcel y to be reconciled with the
other parts of his rel igious creed , and
the ebullitions of ange r and contempt
which are occasionall y observed in Ins
controversial writings , his character
might , perhaps , be safely left to the
impartial jud gment of posterity.

But the reputation of Socinus has
come down to the present times,
stained by an imputat ion of a deeper
dye, which his warmest admirers and
his ablest advocates have not been able
wholly to efface. It has been char ged
against him, that he acted the par t of
a persecutor ; and while himself spurn -
ing human authority in the formation ,
and in the avow al and promul gation
of his reli gious opinion s, appeal ed,
with gross inconsisten cy, to the civil
mag istrate , to restra in by the iron arm
of power , from using the same free-
dom, and standing on the same natu ral
right , a man not less distinguished
than himsel f by his talen ts and inte-
grity, who happen ed to disagre e with
him on one solitary point of theolo-
gical speculati on. The immediate
purp ose of the prese nt essay is to in-
vestigate the grounds of this heavy
accusat ion, by instituting an inquiry
into the circum stances of the persecu-
t ion of Francis David, in Trans y lvani a,
upon which it wholl y rests .

It must be premised that this in-
qui ry is attended with many difficu l-
ties, whic h may prevent the formatio n
of a stric tl y correct judgment on the
nat ure of the tra nsaction , and on the
conduct of th e pa rties w hose chara o-
ters are implicated in it. Very few of
the w rit ings, wherein the circum-
sta nces wer e professed ly derailed , arc
now accessible, at lea/rt in this coun-
try : and those that may be consulted,
wheth er composed by frien ds or cue-

Faustus Socinus and Fr ancis David.

The Nonconformist.
No. V.

Fa ustus Socinus
 ̂
and Francis David.

THE deliber ations of this society,
so far as they have been directed

to the elucidation of the history and
to the developmen t of the princi ples
and character of sects and individuals
that , since the aera of the Reformation ,
have stood forw ard as the advocates
of free inqui ry and liberty of con-
science, in respect to religious faith
and worsh ip, have hitherto been re-
stricted to thi s count ry . It is now
intended to travel into other climes,
and to select for the subject of the
present essay, Faustus Socinits—a man ,
whose sacrifices to the dictates of his
conscience, whose splendid talen ts,
and whose nume rous and valuable
writings on t heological topics, give
him a ju st claim to respecful consi-
deration.

In his v iews of Chri stian doct rine ,
Socinus departed far more widely
from the assumed orthodox standard
of the Church of Rome, than most of
the anti-trinita ria n Reformers of his
time. But he was not able to divest
himself altogethe r of the influence of
a system which had , through so many
centuries , been strengthening its hold
on the . associations and feelings of
mankind. Of th is we hav e a decisive
proo f in his sentiments concernin g the
high authority of Chris t in his med ia-
torial king dom, and the lawfulness and
propriet y, if not thfe indispensa ble ob-
ligation, t hence ar ising, for invoking
him in pra \ er. In ot her respects also
he appea rs to "have been tainted by
the spirit of the churc h from which
he had separ ated. He was too litt le
disposed to allow for the peculiar im-
pres sions, or for the ignorance and
mistakes of those pen»ou& who failed
to see ihings in the same li ght as him-
self, and to admit , in ever y particul ar ,
the correctness and truth of his opi-
nions. His language , both in statin g
his own sentiment*, and in combating



mies, are evidentl y tinctu red by a feel-
ing of partiality ; and leave room for
doub t and hesitat ion as to the degree
in which thei r representations may be
depen ded upon for their fidelity and
truth .

The leading facts of this case are
comprised in the following particulars.
George Blandrat a, a physicia n, high
in favour at court , in Transy lvania ,
and Fr ancis Dav id, an eminent divine
and the superiatendant of the Unita-
rian churc hes of that countr y , disa-
greed in opinion on the subject of the
invocation of Christ ; Blandrata main *
taining, and David denying , its pro *
priet y and obligation as a religious
duty . Blandrata , failing to br ing over
David to his sentiments , invited Faus-
tus Socinus, th en residing in Swit-
zerland , to come into Transy lvania to
assist him in this work. Socintrcr ac-
cordingl y arrived , was lodged m
David s house, and for upwar ds of
four mouths engaged with his host in
the discussion of this top ic David
remained after all unconvinced , and
persisted in th e public assertion of his
opinion . He was, in consequence ,
arrested by ord ers from the prince. A
genera l synod was convoked for the
considerat ion and settlement of the
controv ersy. Before this tr ibunal Da-
vid was arrai gned on a char ge of bias*
phemy, was pronoun ced guilty, and
committed to close imprisonment ,
which shortl y terminated in his death. *

After the lapse of fifteen years , So*
cinns publ ished the arguments which
had been drawn up by David and
himself in the progress of thei r dispu-
tationsr and prefix ed to the wor k a
vind ication of himself against the ac-
cusat ions and , as he stvles them, the
calumni es, which had been circulated
to his pr ejudice, in consequence of the
part he was thoug ht to have taken in
the persecution of his opponent , f K
would lengthen this paper too much
to enumerate the whole of these, and

, * Boti. His t or ia Unitarioruin in Tran- y
sy lvanict y pp. 82, et seq. Lngd. 1781.
Rees's Historic al Intro duction to the Ra-
covian Cat echism, pp. xlv. et sea. London , \
1S18 j

1* u De Jesn Christ i Invocatione Dis- *
p utat io," &c # 8vo. JU acovi<ef 1&95 et 1626. {
Secini Op era , Tom. II * -pp. 109, et seq. 1
Tott lmin 's Life pf Socimis, pp> 8# et seq.
UBdon, 177>:

detai l the replies of Socinus. It must
suffice to state generall y the princ ipal
charges, sfcid to subjoin a brief exa-
minatio n of the evidence by which
they are supported.

The charges : usual ly pref err ed
against Socinus in th is affair ar e,

First , that he insti gated the pro-
ceedings against David

Secondl y, that by an abu se of con-
fidence and of hospitality , he fu rni shed
the materials on which the pros ecu-
tion was founded. . . ¦ .. .*,

And thirdl y, that he assisted per-
sonally in the arra ngement and direc-
tion of it.

I. No attempt has ever been made,
as far as now appears , to substant iate
the first charge by eviden ce. It seems
to rest solely on a vague and genera l
assertion , that Socinus kindled the
great fire which at this time broke
out in Transy lvan ia , by whic h is sup-
posed to have been intended th e ca-
lamities that befel Francis David. But
as the work in which thi s declarat ion
is made , * was w rit ten by a pers on
who pretended to be accuratel y in-
formed concernin g: the whole of the
transa ction , and in a spirit of bitter
hostil ity agains t Socin us, it might
reasonabl y be thoug ht , that he would
most readil y and certainl y have stated
his pro ofs, had he been in possession
of any to substantiate his allega tions *
His silence in this respect is fatal to
his testimony, and may be consider ed
as a demonstration of the falsehood of
the charge , *.

This charge is, moreover , sufficientl y
invalidated by the statement which
the enemies of Socittus ha ve them-
selves given of the ori gin of the rup -
ture between Blandrata and David,
and of the unrelenting hostility with
which, the former acted toward s the
latt er in all the subsequent transac -
tions. They tel l us, that Blandr ata
committed a gross immora l offence,
which Dav id felt it his duty to mark
with his reproba tion , by abstaining
from all further friendl y interco urse
with him : that Bland rata took high
umbrage at this ; determi ned upon
severe re taliat ion,-—a ud, in fact , made
his theo logical difference with bin*
the plea and the instr ument for the
gratific ation of", his persona l resent-
meat . It appea rs perfe ctly evident,

? H q<\. ubi supra , p p .  102 et' sty *
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tha t iti taft invitation of Socinus to
Transylvania, and in the arrangements
made for fm residence in DavftTfe
bouse, thf re wat, oh tfae part of BIa»-
drata , much more of private 'malice,
than of religious zeal, or a picas re-
gard to the honour sf Ohrfct There
is, indeed , scarcely room to doubt,
but that Blandrata was pursuing
through the whole business a dark and
deep laid scheme f o r  the overthrow
and dest ruction of David. Tfee truth,
therefore, seems to be, that tire charge
of instigating the prosecution agaiust
Francis David, must be transferred
from Socinus, against w hom it ought
•nfcver to have been preferred, to Blan-
drata, whose conduct clearly proves
itim- to 'have- been the main director of
all the proceedings In addition to
thfe presumptive evidence of this, fur-
nished b) the fact* of the case, the
Allowing testimony may be taken
from the pen of Blandrata himself.
iAfter Socinus had reported to him the
«n9UOeessful termination of his dispu-
tations with David, Bland rat a writes
tdf him :—>«« Tell -Francis that thus far
1 nave not declared myself his enemy
to flife pritK»e, but henceforth he may
regard tfie as such/1 * A ftW days
subsequently were issued to tlie Senate
of Coloswkr, the orders of ?lie prih ce
f bt the deposition and arrest of (lie
superinterHJant

It It is charged farther against So-
cinuB, tffirart he furn ished the materials
for the prosecution, and this too, by
& breach of confidence and hospita-
Mfcv*

There fe not thf slights grotind
ft# tfce latter p«frt of tlrts atct&fcticm ;
it is therfefare iin necessary td -dH^iell
uiiMi h here.

A^re^aWy to tflh^ ort^iha krrkvig£-
mtait, made tttth the cone lilVentr^ bf
David hinr^lf, SodnUs tr?itoihHt^ to
Bfcuidrata,from time to titri^the^^Jt-
tfen at^m^its which wete di-nWn -iip
Ki the course of the rfrsputaf ions. Ahd
IHM these do^utttteiits bfeeri etliployed
tti IHe Rronnd wdrk of tW* dh r̂gds iti
be? Exhibited against DiiVid Bfefdr^tim
Synod, no blam^ could hrfve attat^herl
to Socintis for making tm t^yifa ikiii nf-
^Mfttioi^. Brit Bl̂ tiai-kta rfid 

ndi kt rill
avtfil himself of the«e p ayers. He wsti
by no tneans satisft  ̂with tb^ m^tWner
m iWiidi Sorinm had managed rtr^

controv^iiy* He did not tburk that
6e had met the objecttoDs of his op^
ponent ili the way that he flight to
have done, and maintained the obli-
gation of invoking Clirist, on ij ie
highest and best grou nd. On -th fe
account he ̂ vas unwillmg to give pub-
licity to his arguments. The mmtx
charge actually preferred agattistl>av id
at his trial was> that on the fi*st Sim-
day after the termination bf bfs con-
ferences with Socinus, he had pubHclj
declared, in preaching to the people,
*' that Christ otight not to be invoked
in prayer; and that those who prayed
to him, sinned as mu^h as if they
prayed to the Virgin Mary, or Peter
or Paul of any other dead saints," It
is not pretended that this accusation
was made by Sociwus; nor is th^ere
aii y evideDcie of his bseing slmbng tte
auditors of David vvhea the words are
alleged td hav^ been <uttere<L The
offi cer of the court, when hk read the
charge, expressly stated, that the in-
formation hard been communicated 16
ttote prince, by the brethren, the diBefc
pies afnd associates of David, who
w^te theft present among his accusers,
that is to say^ by other ministers of
Coldswar, who had on this occasion
joined themselves to Blandrata, There
is, therefore, no evidence to criminate
Socinus on thfe second charge of hisiv-
ing furnished the materials for the
prosecutibn of David.

III. It is alleged in the next ftlwtfr,
that Socinus lent his persohal assist-
ance; in the arrawgement and direction
©f the prcwecutidn.

Socihî  admits that it was at one
time his intention to have been pre-
sent at <1fete Synod convened for th^
settlenieiit of tMs controversy, having
reeeit^d the coitimande of the prince
to attend. t*e also states that he had;
m cott«Hqii6nce <if tiris, drawn up his
answers W David's arguments, with
the v»te# tff *nvitig them ready to
^
rodUte, hi cane thl' assembly Should

wish to be made acquaintied with
them. It is, however, to hft observed^tijat Socinus seem*, to ' .nave thoujght
tfiat the l> U8i ness <rf the Synod vyoulNl
tye to dJiseu^s,; ^; theologians, the con-
troversy which had been agitated tbe*
tween David aiid hinlD^elf, fend wot, &»
aft^r wardb j^roved to be its design, to
»» In ju^m^lt <*i .tlMi" WaJrtfcy ^^^ijrtenftaiit, for Afe prbirinlgation ttf ill
leged blasphemiea against Oofl *MI
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Cfcttet . U o^gl  ̂1 ,̂ therefor e to bfe
*&spetfte<I tfctft fc£ pr epared ihls tto cu-
rtrf»t ^ith **i<! *i€#^f ih^oJvm g hi*:
Oppe**eikl fti mf heavier ealj ii^itv than
* removal frotn bis ttiim sterial cb^fsre,
in iirdfer to ' ttitfe&te Mia frbnl tftfe fcLif^
ffcer discern mation of his opinions.

Thfc llhst % ftpd con vtik& ft* the
considerat ion of this busi ness, met at
Thoi-da, <fci IM &5<a *>f Ajiri U lSft$
And It is stated ? *n t>nte acebu tit ,-t lijat
a week pr eviously to thi s, Socihus iiadt
tfrri rfed iit lhat (iityf ill coWiban^ ttith
Bland rata and Mhs*i»f fof tlife |to$bsfc
&f mtm^ftg tte pi^c^di) .̂ * But
to this statement Sdcinus opposes
his disti nct and unqualified denial , W
fegitig* that , had there been tio other
<&ilse fcf iris abseticeJ tifc was disabled
ffbtti vnffteHfo ldrtg flie joiWhey by fee-
tfcfe bodily iiidisposi lToii.

Gfcriti g; t6 tM Ifolrtitfaabte affect
a&tiiffgd ̂ by ttie hdbiiity ,1 whb >w&r£
f t te t iMy ti> ©^tM, this Syh oA t^as
dl^blv^d fefcfc ffe 

 ̂ hod ^^ee*e3 ttf
ftu^ftrt SSs; ¦ Atr6l: h^r 

S^as 
cotivfened tb

n^et At vt^e JmK ^ 
dr 

Wei^n
bufgtiy

on iht Kt df JUne tfefh f t txi  i?hsiiiri^Bitt bfefiW-  ̂ thi i tifti ^ SptSiiti  ̂ateririted
fe  ̂ 6*§MdSsoty  ̂ «ina aot faipt6ba (fe!y
displei ^ed vtit h B!«nd rata ls behavio ur
t&yrii *dfc hiitifii^lf. In tefep^1 *° **,
mana gement of the tdntrc y^fsy with
DAtid , quitte d Trrf^y1v«tffe, siM t^-
ti lled td TdlsriwS . It fc, ttit?tfefoi -e,
itianifest that Socimis did not assist
personally in th  ̂ fcb ndUt ^t of the £ro -
c^^ ii^i^rvrB ? • ' ¦ ¦¦ . ' ' • . . ¦ . ' ¦ -. • . . ¦

Hfcvin^ ti&W ^iftthfesed i^liat may
be called tte direc tei' charged prcfeV-
red *gftittst SdcihU^ it may be pr6£etf
to take sonr  ̂ notk^e 6f an accusat ion
Whkh has beeii bfott§ht against hiiti
hi k ^fflfe^ehl: lbrtt» . It is observed , f
thai: « Blamirata httd enough intere ^
and influence with t**e P*tace ^f TVftirt -
dyl^ani^, to hinder tlie iirtprisoitttieilt
of DAvld, If !î  had plf as^d ; and tliaf
smmM t<iula - tuaf tf ovt b^u^ht
Blmidr t̂A tb t^mpcî rtnd riiiMn ^sfe ^

TOfer<* d  ̂t^̂  ̂
d6dbt 

rif B^rta mu'e
- . : - i ' . : , : 

* »v • i ;• . > 
¦, ' . •,

¦
. . ' / ¦. f - .

— ,—. ^— • " \ *—-——-

* TkU ^Uteai ant hm be^u fcivdu in the
Hiat oHcal latroduotinn to the RacoVtaa
Vat^chisp, p. liv. It Wuflit to liave been
accompanied fey S^oinusV 4eni^l of itft^: mf a t e 9̂ Tw it:> i\<K ;,

f mm *' WSiti TMt&d on tlie 60^
•«i*j; 4«MK f w* tto*5 miiiA t̂irtii. >- ^sw:

infl^iifee Svifh thfc ^mce. TJ ^iiHfl«ieti& 1r#6^i^Q tm^̂ iifelii^l^avid, bM  ̂^if4^'%S'i MJ fe^w^lty iQ^b".
bekj te^t^a M ihihaer #. Bm ^laii idrtta willed m<^vtfs& - -

r fbtfi ât:: fj &i adV eajSy bee*i *&Vsiftced , it maiy aisil v Be seeii %w
llftife it i^as in Sticihii^s liowe^r i  ̂1ia^|
bfett pt ^Ja^di-atk ^1o tefti pejr aM
ttitfcMferii: * Wi fh the feelih  ̂^Kii*
p^ottipteil Wis c^ndutt , it is not at al |
likel y that he vvouid have list ened to
airy €>vert ^e^ Wbhi SoGihu s on i^vid 's
bfehstffc Vi e tisM Sbcmusl zs fe(r a*stiiifed hfe ^P^e, tx> promote Jbi ^
oHferit >^ t>bjeet? but lie would have
tufhted a aieaff Wt tti ^11 his solicita tions
knd itittt rti st^ahices 1ia4 he atte mpted
to divert Mm frd m his pursuit , or ^dehVeir tti e vicititn wliicla lie ipayf fe^Jiti his fangs. Biandrata was too intea t
bik ttie dK^trii citibh xrf his adve rsajry '
tb cbiiseat ev^n to the sl|gfal<esf allevi;jttidii trf tthe ^u&Mii gs he was then en-
durin g tiotii his danfitie ifiehi i^erK
after thfe dissoluti on &t (he Synod or
iPfibrda , Lottie ttuirt stfe^s of Bl^idrat a"s
aWto part y interceded fbt a relax ation
iifi his iiiiprisoiiinenf , Bis atis^erV^,«k Belifere tbe, 1 wilHose all I p<^ess
yafthet iStatt t)aVid §hbutd Be libera ted :
I ^viH forfeit tfiy lil^ rat her than he
should feseaj ie^ * Wlier^^was tfee in-
ttb^itfe that ciUld iiave biw&hi siicfa
ji spirit €l W t^per and liiMt^n^s*' ?

Socinus ebb ciudes his reply to the
accusat ion &nid caihm nies that had
beeti pjublishetf agairik iiiiH, Vith tiie
ftiifoWing solemn asseveration ', lyhiclf
there is ho adequate reaso n to disbe*
Ifevc*, feui tf with^ which this essay stall
be clo^fed \ -~J-* \ neither consented to
t i i ij  xii&rbstvere nie&sure against Frahr
tis9 tto r kn&vp of any other design of
Bl^tidrat $i klid the? brethre n iti thk
transaction , fior ever «aicl ffiafc I knew
of any, than that Blan drat a hiinseiC
^rduln tak ^ *aVe that 

the prin ce should
^otnmand Fraticis to be su$pen^e4
!nVbm Iris tfiiinisterikl ofttce, until a gene-
ral Synod should, as had b^en agreed
itpon, put ato ênd to this* contro versy
concernin g the invocat ion of Chr ist.
To thw I call (?od to witness.0 t
, • ¦ - v I ' : , !- . -: ¦ r . " • B.«;

*;f

j^i^m^»«Arf i^^3&^yi r |r iH

TCHU XIII. » »

" • I. . . • . f \  :

* Eod. «it supra * p. 113,
t *̂ mr t>>Vra; Tom. 11. p. in.



Sir , York, Ju ne 79 1818. ^fTTiHE inqui ry in the last Number
JL of the Repository, [p. 326,] of

your unknown Corres pondent , re-
specting the peculiar opinions which
have, it appears , been denominated
Cappism, has explained to me the
princi pal cause why the M Cri tical Dis-
serta tions," of which it devolved upon
me, in the yea r 1802, to become the
Editor , should hitherto have excited
so little genera l attenti on.

Ushere d into the world wholly iin-
patronized , and when the able pen of
the author could no longer be em-
ployed in thei r^ fart her illustrati on or
defence  ̂ containin g some deductions
from the careful , sober , unwearied
study of the sacred volume for the
long-pr otracted period of half a cen-
tury, which had unavoidabl y led to
results that , however important , had
not previousl y been ant icipated , it
was hot wonderfu l that thei r novelty
should excite a prej ud ice in their dis-
favour ; nor , per haps, whol ly unpre -
cedented that the fortunat e expedient
Should fie adopted of designating them
by a term , which should imply the
total absence of just reasonin g and le-
gitimat e argument , and thus impede,
if not pre vent their more genera l dif-
fusion , without subjecting the ob-
jector s to the more arduous labou r of
a sober and regu lar rep ly• The mind
of your new Cor respondent , Mr. Ed i-
tor , appears to be cast in a differ ent
mould, and it is my earnest wish, a
wish whieh I express with the greater
confidence , under the full persuasion
that it would also .have been that of
the justl y revered Auth or himsel f,
(who * had no higher object in this
wofrld than the faithfu l development
of impar lanttruth ,) that he will atten -
tively read "these calumniat ed ** Dis-
sertation s," and jud ge for himself.
They were published for the late Mr-
Johnso n, St. Paul' s Chureh -yard , and
may now be had of his successor , Mr.
Hunte r,

CATHARINE CAPPE -

Sm, Jtme % 1-818.
It is with some reluctan ce that the

? writer of the following observ a-
tions submits them to the. read ers of
the Repository , and an apology is
.perha ps due to them for the presen t

attempt , an attempt it may be thought
by some to keep alive a dispute, which
indeed , has hitherto , so far as appea rs
in the Reposi tory , been earned on
with skirmishes only, and the small
shot of the opponent s, thoug h evi-
den tly men capable of much higher
evolutions, but which the friends of
each part y may thin k has been al-
read y carried , if not too far, at least
far enough * The dispute relates to
baptism. ,

In the course of th is contest some
contemptuou s censure s ' were passed
on Mr. Robinson 's H istory of Baptism
[p. 241-]. Yopr Chr istian Surveyor of
the Political World , indeed, recom-
mended it, as containing ct a full refu -
tation of all that Mr. Belsham had
advanced on Infa nt Baptism and Babe-
sprinkling " [p. S«3]. Mn B., on the
other hand , expressed his concern in
a concise, royal way, which he ex-
pected , perhaps , some readers would
take for answer , " that such a book
should have been written by such a
man. " In a strain of similar compli-
ment the Christian Surv eyor might
have expressed his wish, that such a
person as Mr . B. would give such an
answer to it as the book requi res,
thoug h it appears , from what has latel y
fallen from his pen, that at present he
is ill-quali fied for such an undertaking;
and tha t, with whatever avidity he
began to read this work at its first
appeara nce, that avidity must have
cooled very soon.

" I found much curious informa-
tion," says Mr. B., " about fonts and
baptisteri es." There are certa inly
some curious engravings of baptis-
teries , as any body may see without
readin g the work , as that of St. So-
ph ia at Constantinople , of , the La-
teran at Rome, of the Cath olic and
Allan baptisteries at Ravenna , and
of others. The description of them
actuall y does throw, what it seems this
gentleman was so anxious to obtain,
" much new light on the subjec t of bap-
tism " and a perusal of it will shew,
that he need not have been disap-
pointed . It became necessary for the
writer to shew, that the situatio n of
those splendid baptisteri es, over or
near rjVers, the form arid magn itude
of the , lavacra . or bath *, yf \th < etSP*
going jlowo %tp ̂ m  ̂

the pwp^
^tand other emblematic decorat ions i»
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them, the officers and administ rators
employed, the subj ects $r bateehii-
meas, the variou s ceremonies aiid or-
dioals used—that all elucidated the
wri ter's view of the subject ; that
when the practic e of baptiz ing iri
rivers began to cease, every fact and
circumstance relative to the ancient
bap tisteries and fonts, proved that
bap tism was performed by immersion ,
and given to instru cted persons. This is
all done historicall y, with respect both
to the Greek and Roman churches,
and the several dissiden ts ; often very
min utely, as it were to a hai r's breath ,
and yet not unnecessaril y so 5 on the
wr iter 's princi ples it became expe-^
dient. Now to most people 's eyes I
repeat, much new historica l light was
thereby thr own on the subject of bap -
tism, more, I suspect , than might be
agreeabl e to some persons , or than
their eyes could well bean But can
any one who has jjeruseri the wor k
complain of want of histori cal argu-
meut ? Much nearer to the truth is
what is said by your Christian Sur-
veyor, who, to his remark on Mr.
Robinson's History, referred to above,
adds, 4' there is more learning in it,
and a better descri ption of the manners
and customs of the earl y Christians ,
th an perhaps in any other ecclesias-
tical writer ;*' and with re spect to
historical argument on the subject of
baptism / this is certainl y more amply
true .

Mr. B, *ays, he " found in Mr. Ro-
binson 's History much hars h censure
of the celebrated bishop of Hippo."
To all which the author says of St.
Augustine I do not fully assent. He
says  ̂ (Hist of Bapt . p. 303,) " Augus-
tine uuderstood neither Greek nor
Hebre w, though he expound ed both
the Old and New Testament ,'9 in
which, perhaps , he is not quite cor-
rect. Hebre w, probabl y, Augustine
did not, unde rstand : Jerome , who
lived but a few years before him, was
perhaps the only person of J iis time,
not a J ew, who understood much of
Hebrew. Gree k, pro babl y, A ugus-
tine did underst and. His most famous
book De Citiitate Dei, shews much ac-
quain tance with the writi ngs of Plato ,
Aristotle* and the later Pkiton ists ;
from whose wri tings, thou gh he does
not make quotations in¦„ Greek , yet he
i* very frequ eat in explaining Greek

terms that occiafcm them : Jus reh i^rks
6ri the ^eptuagtnt f thougli very fkitci-
fti .l and absurd , Hnp ly he h&a f dp t i e
knowled ge of th& Greek . Era smus,
tod, who publi shed qii edition of Au-
gustine 's book , just mentioned, spea k-
ing of his intention of publish ing his
other works , says, Gr&ca restitute *
sernus * ' ¦ ' ' "   ̂ , " " " ' ¦ . ' . V ' ¦ ' ": VA, It is not uncommon th ing for critics
to speak of their broth er critics , as ii€J>t
unde rstanding Greek , because bile
may differ from the other in his t rans -
lation of a Greek word . Thus L,e
Clerc charges Coteleriu9 , the Editor
of the Patres Appstolici, with not upi
derstanding Greek , from his nottfrans ^
lafin g KE<ppt kaia $e49 as Le Clerc thought
it ought to have been tirainslated.; Aiid
when Augustine tr anslates wdrife on
which the wliole controversies afeou t
Baptism , the Trini ty and Griginal
Sin turn , so differently from [what
Robinson thought to b  ̂the truth ,' we
are not to be surprised th at the latter
should say, Augustine did not un-
derstand Gree k ^ besides that , it is
the un iforin testimon y of the bishop
of Hippo 's biograp her s, " 11 est stir
qu'il iretoit pas fort habile dans les
tongues*1*

But it was not for deficiency in
talen t or learnin g:, nor for excess in
his amours , and leading others into
criminal practices , that Robinson 's
censure was so pec uliarl y sharp against
Augustine ; nor was it merely for his
treachery to one mistress , and his tak -
ing anot her, when he had even put
his name on ' the Catechumen list, and
was preparing for baptism ; but it was
pri ncipally for the violence of his pas-
sioris, af ter he had been baptized , and
after he had obtained the Ep if cppate 6f
Afriea i as man ifested by his conduct
toward s Arians , Pelag ian ^ Manjcheans
and Dona tists ; in short, toward s all
orders of Dissenters , who ventured to
think for themsel ves, called indeed he-,
retics by him, but who were the most
virtuo us men of the times. It was for
the bitt er spirit intro duced into his code
of church law, that enslaved his own
countr y, enslaved enougj i beforeh and
which extended its infl uence even fiur
beyond Africa ; u for  ̂

it was Augus-
tine,11 to borrow Robinno n's words,
*• who tr ansferred Carthag e to Rome;
and it was the bishop of Rome, who,
in after age*, broug ht the Carth aginian
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co4c of churc h lajv into tjie westf( afi4
thfy were ^i^g«, his coadj utors , who
made them laws of thei r separat e states -
These genera l notions n^ay suffice for
Africa n orthodox y, ia&te^d of an uti-
pleasan t detail of miserable pa rticulars ,
which some moder n Christian s would
behold with indi gnation , and all with
a degree of disgust In bri ef," coa-
tin MCS Robi&son, *« August"*© did in
th e? churc h wha t Juba had formerly
done in the state : both cabled in the
Romans to assist them to enslave their
count ry 5 and the Romans , in bot h
cases* made slaves c>f them all. The
first was a tra gedy acted in the name
of pagan deities ; the last was per-
formed in the name of a Triune God.
ft te theoaly differe nce?."—f H g f a vy t o f
Baptism.

Mea so sincerel y attached to civ il
and ; rel igious liberty as Mr. R. was,
and who so thoroug hly understood its
principles, must naturall y theo, f e e l
abhorren ce of such systems as th ose
of Augustine, and may be expected to
speak indigaaxitly aga inat the authors
of them. y$ha4 not formed his i(leas
of the bishop of Hippo out of Uis own
br ain ,, hut from fact s, fully authenti-
cated, fro m w riters of the best au-
thority , and, indeed, even from the
abuacUttfc test imony of Augus tine hinv-
^elf: for his epistles are wr itt en in $
character which canaot be mistaken *
He contin ued violent for ortho doxy to
the last , and wrote his book De Tri~
>i2Va^, as he tells us himself when an;
qld Plan* W> as his 31editv£wn& and
ij tef raf latiom exhibi t him, he became
% sincere peiiit ^ut fo* some grosser
irmriqmlitic^ so much the better for
hio*^ but thiat was no atonement to.
$?$ qpu«try or to tb  ̂ world for hm
lavish, cruel code qf cbor ^h law$,
Bigois, who embody their grovellmg
ideas , of Uie S upreme Being, a#d th^ir
own mt8$ipp$, into a syst^cn̂  seldao^
properly irerJeot of ii)tolera ri€e. Ihp
qld chance llor of Fr^n^e, in tine yery^
^ct of gett ing his, seal to the Revocation
 ̂

tf w Edf at of Nwtn* 4 wient out 0^? t Xm
l^orld cliantiugr "? kprcj* i^o w, lette^t
tj kff lL tf cy *pmm% depart ia p^w^"
4^i^^

gV^ted ^thep,thatEWbi|W4>n\s
iWB$mt o| ̂ ugurtif ie wd the Africau
<jtopcb» i% aom^iine  ̂ co^^e  ̂ and hm

^
WftW ^tah^riv; but letvHt J4 t- : tbe<tt»i pe

t^pi^fa^ KC ^qll^tBd, b^ih ^A to gmp&&*
wilfei % wmb ^qifcbi Afrkimt mmtn

ners, •&f timo> fwrom^q t- ^!Chifelfe
auity , African bishops and Afekaa
iwtolerauce ; tha t he wa» eng^gifig a
sh^rp persec utor . "Wh o* dm boirroi w
Robirvsou 's wards ) can kelp being
offended at the si^hfe ? An4 who can
be grieved at seeing the Vandal s come
forwar d, and subvert aJ Hhe labours of
A Mgustine- « life ?¦" A^d allow m  ̂to
add , IJi at Mr. R, pasted >b candour
in supposing that Mr f R., had lib lif e
been spared , would probab ly have re*
traeted his opinion of A ugustine * His
love of liberty - wa& too weft settkd ;
his aborre qee of oppr ession could not
have changed : and we accordingl y
fiij d in his posthumous work , (his
Ecclesiastical Researches, p. 102*) the
same* or rath er much sharper , censur e
given to Augustine. W»ich og up the
acrouat on AugustineV dea th* he vents
his indi gnation against hira in the
fullest ibrce.

€i Fron t lUU hitter and bloody fo*
natic of Africa," says Robinson, ^proM»
ceeded 232 painphkts , an tunumera ble
multi tude of epistles  ̂ expositions of
the GospeLs, and Psalters , besides ser-
mona, or homilies ̂  a*id by thi» HBanfs
writing s dkl l.at kter, Oecofcimpadius,
and othe r Reformei-s, expound Scri ps
tqre, and fra me an ecclê ia^ical coo*
stitution to lead Euro pe into purity of
faith a<ad mann ers; as if Pan ic kith
apc( AfVicaa man oers  ̂ execrable ak
Kpiwe, when Rome was Pag an, were
fit for ages enlightened by philosophy
and religion. Instead of trnp Kaving by
all the gr^t men. that l^tve Hv&d id
the l^st thousand ve^rs  ̂ should the
worl d continue to be the disciples of
Austi n and his spi rttual ttenseo# Scrip *
ture ? B& under #;tood the tea com*
iwand m^flta in n spiritual ; souse; anil
' Thou shtUt not kill; tt ^uMl  ̂ tfaou
sjj alt not kill an orthodox believer.
The cornm*<uid (lid uot prot ect the
Hfe of a liej-etic, Tim mat) and kis
U3»xin>s blasted the ^har»cter of Chn»-
tiai>ityt and excited in the ; mind* of
nmuy off the moat l^rraed atid liberal
mC miM ^kiocl, jufit eu»[>icio4itiof the re-
ligion of Jeau ;̂ for the Chrisfcrw niy
t^at Ai^in tau

ght wa& the otume and
scourge of the empireu I# J<*mis- am*
pl^y^i h\m± as he »rBri»ed9 to»teiet>
Qa^atfe gtf*ce,and penal swictk>ti», tor
M^tibetoewitg/witbmit, and am& *g*to*&
evid^Mcei tte * shaBt^mtr ^a^llKMai the
Qk*di0i*Miariqplcv Austw, ajtwf^vl^^ i
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to: hisj u&aater, Je sus I i B*it far, Mr
fraa v ever y ^eart be Mich *th0ugbti
It is i«*pQ^hJe to defend both Jesus
and : -&mtm* wd ju stice; require *, the
sacrifice of the laUerv*

Wheo it wa&au^geatcd to the write r
o( the above obser vations, that , from
his known respect for the t alent? emd
worth of Mr . R., it became hint to
ta ,ke some uoti< e of Mr , B/a remarks ,
li ,̂ at fi rst , for private reasons , declined
it. Aftemarcfe he alte red his opiuioii,
though riot til l it wa« too late to> offer
his thoughts far iascirtion in the fewt
months Repository ; and how far you
may now IMnk them likely to be ac-
cepta ble to yoiiir readers , is left to your
own jud gment.

1 Qe?$ai&iy did not mhh to exceed
one lette r ; but I perceive I must crave
your readers * indul gence to aojother
paper . For I have not as yet even
touched , those points which princi -
pally grew my attention , and which
I think very derogat ory to the real
characte r of Mr. R. 's History. It is
many years since I read it, and I am
obliged to Mr. B. for drawin g my
att ention to it again. I, on the fi rst
reading, thoug ht it, though not %
perfect , yet an extrao rdinary perform -
ance, and , afte r a period during which
I have not been inattentive to subjects
connect ed with such works , think so
stiU. In the perusal of ity I have ex-;
per fenced pnucU and increasfd pleasure *
intermixed , I own* wit h some coacer q
connecte d with Mk. BL'sl remar ks* iavvhiclvthou gh I'wiU not say I per ceiv^
pro of that ha ba& ii^fc read the bookf
I d iscover very evident sigtis of wh.xt
must equal ly effect m&-

In the subsequen t pap er, I prop ose
to cqnti:a^t Mr. 'feL*st pct»itive cjhici^^
tionaauc} testiu jonies withJVIr. B.Vverv
auxiaus, tboqgh unfor tunate ioquirie *^
"I n viuu didX:1 " Izi vafoi .dft 'Ji - " U)
v^ia did I*'* &<;. &c, and to make stR
ojbeer vat ion or two on M,r~ lL!s, refer?
encea tpr ai^cient autharities , i

- ¦ ¦ . 
¦ " 

. .  
" , ' 

tt* ;

livery i at Mr. Eata n's since the ewi
of l $ t  month. Tbe Sixtk Volow^
now in the press, will includ e the
larger part of the Fou r ¥olQD»es, df
the H &itoiy of Early  Opinions. Fra ni
the atten tion requ ired, espetially to
the correctness of the Greek iw>te%
which are very numer ous* irt that Hte»
torp 9 the volunae cannot be ready tor
deli very befor e Septem ber*

I am sorry to* unders ta« d that a
number of the subscribers hawe not
yet applied for the voturae j alread y
published. If those wh& cannot con-
veniently sead for them to Mr. Eaton 's.
will write to me, saying how they
wish to have them forwarde d I wiU
immediately observe their dir tctioife^
I mmt request theint at the sam© time,
to order payment for the vofeimesal
some ©lace in Ljondon.

JLe st any vvfao have not sufoscribed i
should be desirous of posseasing tlm
edition, I be  ̂leave to sw^ct, that, of f he
two hundr ed and flft y<ap i«s, to which
it is now limited , only thirty remain
una ppropriated . It wpiild Jbe ^ecu-
Rarfy gratif y ing to me, and best accord
wit h my design in under taki ng the
edit|op, should these remaining copies
be mostly disposed* of in publ ic libra *
t ies, especially in those of Unita rian
congregations.

I take this opportu nity of repeatin g
my solicitations , for Whatever assist*
ance towards the correctness and elu*
cjdatio a of Dr. PlriestJey 's Worfcrai Mf
bis E^iograpby» any friends te this un-
derta king; ̂ in supply. The Life and
Correspondence, for whictr the first
volo roe is reserved , w^ouki have been m
greater forwar doess, ha<l 1 nat: waited
f op  sorn  ̂ cQiniivunicatiQns, whieli 1
have still reason to expects and alib
ho$ *h> ocicupie^, much more tha n I hatek
appre hended * m editing the : volumes
alr eady puW bhe<L

XT. HCTT .

J) r. Ih ^ttlw's Wô ks^̂ l€aning4. 400

Clapto n,
SlU, J f^we^mi8u

I
BJE}QJJ jpSTt tJw ugli tk  ̂we4Uim
of the Uepo^itujy, tot rcwainil( tl|e

ftuUcinbera t^ l)^i J ^ic#Wy  ̂W^lt^
ibM Uu, tiflh (\faiutt  ̂ (i^yataii|ing
tbe , ltif iJU >w qfi..jh &, <f arvwrt#nfi <flf
^W**l  ̂ f a if a

G I B  A N' lN-CiS y OR, SBT.ECT1ONS AN 0i

r . . »»r>»^t :<?TION
8; WADB IN Al C OITH ft E

ttf QCN UHAf AB^DfcN©.

_ N  ̂CCCXXXH
Exp ect f rom <$ WUl p roved atDaetent

, €*mmonsin 181^
In tho n^me of the inoBt holy and

aOoruf>te Trmity, of the Rather *kn
cxeaiaA un^ of tjbe Sqh w<ha ^deamtH i
im of tbeHrf y Ghost who, wjctiflwJ



us. I recommend my soul to God,
here and every where present , to' the
most holy and immacula te Virgin ,
Mptber of God , to my holy patrons ,
the. holy Virg in Mary % St. Joseph ,
St. Agnes, St. Rose, and all the saints
in para dise, to my guardian angel and
to all the angels and archangels in
heaven : I fi rmly believe all that God
has revealed , all that Jesus Christ and
the apostles have taught , and all that
our faith , the holy Catholic , Apos-
tolic and Roman Church sets forth ,
in the Communio n of which I wish
to live and die. I submit , with all my
heart , to the holy will of God , to the
time and cause of ray deat h ; and I
unite the sacrifice of my life, as Jesus
Christ voluntaril y did his, to satisfy
the justice of his Father , for my sins,
and those of all men. I beseech him to
suffer me to die like him in one faith ,
in the mystery of the redemption , a
firm believer in his merits , a sincere
penite nt for my sins, and tha t the last

Philip , ii. 5— 11.
Sir , May 15, 1818.

I 
SHA LL not follow your Corres-
pondent C. A. E. through his

reply, [pp. 191—193,] but ther e is
one par t of it which demands an an-
swen He asks, " What has the
heresy of the Ph antomists to do here ?
What possible connexion has it with
the arg ument , to be told in the midst
of exhortations to have the same mind
as was in Jesus , that he was in cor-
poreal stru cture , physically and pro -
perl y a man ? What possible relati on
has the being found in structure as
a man , with efficacy of example ?"
These are very pertinent questions ,
and closely connected with the sub-
ject at issue. My ingeniou s adversary
seems to consider the heretics here
alluded to, as a visiona ry sect unwor -
thy the notice of the apostle. This is
a material error. The Gnostics con-
sisted of the leadin g men among- the
Jew s, who, being at heart enemies to
the gospel, and una ble to check it by

bre ath of my life may be an act of bis
pure love. 1 desire that my body may
be kept three days after- my death, in
whateve r country 1 may die, and that
I may be buried as the meanest per son,
and that a hundre d masses may be said
immediatel y after my death , but no
service. In retu rning thank s for the
means which God has given me to gain
my livelihood during eighteen year s,
I wish that his goodness may rever t
upon the beloved members of Chris t :
to this end, 1 give five Louis to twelve
poor , old and infirm men and women
indiscr iminatel y, and who are known
to persons who can attest thei r distress 5
and desire that this small sum be given
to each poor per son at half-a-crown a
week : I requi re from each of them ,
every day, a prayer to the holy Vir-
gin, during the time these alms shall
last , and a communion of their devo-
tion for the repose of my soul.

T. W.

argument or violence, sought to un-
dermine it by wild and impious fake-
hoods. The leading articles of their
creed were, that God was an evil,
imperfect Being ; that Christ being in
nat ure divine, did not real ly die and
rise again as the pledge of the resur-
rection of mank ind ; that th ere is
therefore no futu re state , and , conse-
quentl y, no obligation on the part of
his followers to abstain from vice and
practise virtue ; they, moreov er,main-
tai ned that Christ did not come from
the Father , but acted independentl y
of him ; and that , so far from design-
ing to rescue men from their sins, his
object was to destro y th£ work s of
the Creato r, an d t hus to give his fa-
vourite followers full liber ty to indu lge
in sin. This is the true characte r of
the Gnost ic teachers : their object
was to make the gospel the instrumen t
of effects diametr ically opposite to
those which it pr oduced in the hands
of the apostl es. They differed from
each other , or as occasion: might re-
quire from themselves, in some minor

39© i?&#tor Cr&tt ^
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points : ;PUt the object of them all
was uniforml y the same, namel y, to
render the doctrine of Jesus of no
effect, by blending it with falsehoods.
This is what John calls Antichrist ;
and so active and numerous were the
teachers and supporters of this system,
that they followed the apostles in their
labours , and with considerabl e success
introd uced it into the several churches
in spite of all their efforts.

Now, in chap * Hi. ver. 17, of this
very Epistle, commences an illustra-
tratio ri of this statement : " Breth re n,
be ye imitators of Him , whom I also
imitate , and observe those who walk
conforma bly to him, as ye have a
pattern in us. For many wal k, of
whom I have told you often, and now
tell you even weeping* that they ar e
enemies of the cross of Christ ; whose
end is the destruction of others , whose
God is. thei r belly, and whose glory
is in thei r shame , whose mind is on
earthl y things. "

So congenial was the system of the
impostors to the corrupt propensities
of men, that many in the church at
Phili ppi seem to have embraced it,
and followed the example of its un-
worth y teachers . In refereu ce to thei r
success in this respect , Paul calls on
the convert s to join him in imitating
Christ , and to take . the apostl es for a
patter n in so doing. ; The same wicked
men wer e enemies of the cross of
Christ , because they denied his cruci -
fixion , pretending to honour him by
holding forth the sacrament , not as a
memori al of his death , but of his di-
vini ty. To thei r pretence to extol
him as a God , in this festival, the
apostle refers, when he says, that the
God whom they really worshiped was
their belly. The sum and substanc e of
the Gnostic system was this : " Christ
is a God ; he neither died nor rose
again in reality : there is therefore no
resurr ection of the dead , no life to
come, in which the virtuous shall be
rewar ded and the guilty punishe d,
and his true disciples, instead of being
restrain ed from sinning , have a pri-
vilege to sin withv impunity :" hence
they are said to fix the ir mind on
eart hly things, and to glory in their
shame, or, as Jude tr uly says of them ,
" they tu rned tbe /ree gospel of God
into lascivpousnesH." They appea r
to have argue d against f a q second

coming of our Diviae Master to raise
the dead^ i from the nature oft the hu-
man body ; and this argum ent was the
circums tance which called fort h the
following animating declara tion of the
apostl e : " For " our citizenship is in
heaven, whence we «xpect Our Sa*
vipur , the Lord Jesus -Chr ist, who
will chan ge our humble body, so as
to become in form like his glorious
body, accord ing to that energy by
which he is able to subject all thin gs
unto himself." ^

The apostle having thus set aside
the perniciou s tenets of the impostor s,
conclud es, « W herefore * my brethr en,,
beloved and greatly desired , my joy
and crow n, thus stan d fi rmly in the
Lord , my beloved . . . ; .  .-* and hence-
forth br ethr en, whatsoeve r thin gs ar e
true , whatsoever thin gs are venerabl e,
wh atsoever th ings are just * whats o-
ever things are pure , whatso ever thin gs
are benevolen t, whatsoeve r thin gs are
of good report , if there be aiiy virtue ,
and if there be any prais e, think oa
these things .'* These sentiments are
exceedingly beautiful in themselves,
but their beauty and prop riety must
appea r greatl y increased when it is
considered , that they are levelled
agains t men who laboured to entai l
on the qhureh at Phil ippi, princi ples
and practices that were in direc t op-
position to them . And to enf orce them
more pointedl y on the attention of
the converts , he add s, " The thing s
wh ich ye have both learn ed and re-
ceived and heard and seen in me, do;*?
that is, in me, and not those which ye
see in those fstfse teachers who have
introduced themselves among you.

I will now advert to the dispute d
passage—." Who being in a form of
God,—divested himself of it," &c.
This form canno t mean his miraculous
power , because he never divested him-
self of that power. It cannot mean
the glory which , in the eyes of the
world, he might have acquired by a
selfish use of it, because he never was
possessed of such glory. The term
®£o<;f God , it is well known implieft
immortality, as opposed to what is
mort al. It also implies liyht,, it being
deri ved from a word in Hebrew and
Arabic; which signifies to shine. To
this import of the term; John, seem-
ingly aJlud es, when tje says, that God
is light; and James , when he desig-
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Dates Jehovah fits the Father of ligkes.
The phrase then, " being in a form
of God," naturall y denotes; the "being
in a splendid , immortal form/* The
form thus meant , 1 contend, is' the
trau sfiguration ; " A nd he was changed
before them , and his face shone as
the sun, and his garments became
white as the light." I have said that
thin rep resenta tion encouraged in the
disciples who witnessed it, the vain
hope th at Jesus would contin ue im-
mortal on the earth , as they expected
the Messiah to do. " Then Peter said.
Master, it is good for us to bt here ,
let us make three tabernacles , one for
thee, one for Moses, and onefor Elijah ."
The purport of which request was,
that Moses and Elijah , by continuing
with Jesus, might be the means of
recommen ding him to the Jewish
rule rs, and thus aupereed ing the pain-
fell traged y of his crucifixion . The
transfi gura tion was certainl y intended
to be a symbol of the glorious form
which Jesu s was to assume after his
resu rre ction; and the scene, when pr o-
per ly understood , held forth to the
disciples the hope tha t they also would
undergo a simitar chan ge in a glorified
sft&te. Now it is observabl e that the
expre ssion " being in a form of God,"
or, 4i being in a glorious for m," bears
a stri king1 resem blance to the clause
" so as to be like in form to his own
glorious body/' used in chap. iii. ver.
g 1; and tliis last is unquestionably
the antitype cf the transfigurati on.
The symboli ca l form which denotes
immortali ty beyond the grave , Jeans ,
however, did not retain ; but in obe-
dience to the will of God , lie assumed
the fbra i of a slave, havin g suffer ed on
the cro«s the death of a slave. The
apostle having asserted , that Jesus
humb led himself to death , and was
proved to b* a man , effectuall y set
aside ttoe ar tifice of the imposto rs,
who pre tended that he did not actaaH y
suffer, as being a man <*n!y in appear -
ance. But he did more : by Tefertin g'
to the transfiguratio n, he midertn fried
the very foumhitiori of their system,
which was, that Christ did not t*otrre
front God^ imt Acted! with power -hi-
dependent of him, and even hr oppo-
sition to him. What emikl w* forcibly
hmt da** this tmppkm* atari etrt fol
posifton, a« the inferring hfe reader s
to * vcmnc wAftre it whs i*ecl&fH! b f

a voice ^Dtn-fcesiveli * ^* Wtifa ft twy
beloved Son, hear y^htotf *? <

The sanctions of a future shite claim
the simple burti ati ity of Christ , e$
essential to tlttf r val idity, sirrce tfofc
gospel affords adequate motives to
rejrekitance and moral impro v ement ,
only so fy t as it holds forth out* Savi*
ottr *s resai rreGtion as a pledge of the
resurrection of mankind ; tmt th is
consideration supposes that he pos-
sessed the same frame attd nature wit h
the rest of the human race , which the
deceivers denied , mere ly because it
enable d them speciously to undermine
his doct rine. Their argafiierrt j as I
have already said, *vas, Climt fc a
God ; he did not suffer nor rise from
the grave * nor will he come again to
raise the dead : we «tfe, therefore ,
under no obligation to follow his
example, nor to den y oursel ves any
pleasure* Thfe apostle reftites the
premises , nnd enforces on his readers
an opposite conclusion : *' Wherefore ,
my beloved, as yie hav6 ftlways obeyed ,
not as in my presence only, but how
much more in mine absen ce, work
out your own salrat ion with (bar and
trembli ng, for it is God that if orketh
in you both to will and to do of hh
g-ood pleasure. *1 In pressing upon the
converts this inference, Pftul uses an
expression which refer red them to the
parable of the vineyard , Matt. xx.
where Jesu s represents the reception
of the Gentiles into equ al privilege s
with the Jews. This was, 'no fteubt ,
a source of discontent to the latter , in
all the church es; ami even the well-
disposed among them might be apt
to say* ** these last have worked but
one hour * and tliou hast mwde theAl
equal uuto us who hare borne the
bu rthen And treat of Hie daj r,w The
cUme Which Pa ul adds , «« ftif it is
God that worke th in you bot h to will
and to <to tti hi^ ^ood picture ,11 must
appea r rarther titi tm eiteuif albtt&tice &t
his ftrgitittftit v uttl ^s vtf^ discover that
it i» feimded mi the mister which the
htttiseh ttidte f makes to fh^ complf*maut f
" FJriend  ̂ I d<» I tree nt> wrori gV didst
not thou ftgre fc With me for at j>en«ry ?
Take what is th ine ami depar t, How it
is my will to give tfiito fttfe fast 4v*n
as tinto tifcree^* It is Ik refer enrie to
thofee whd tht is rwuwttut r^d th*t ttie
dfHMtte subjoins, ^^orf f ntf ngs wilft-
dirt morm^rin ê
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I now take my leave of this passage.
Enough, 1 hope, has been saw! to
justify the interpretation which Dr .
Alexander has given of it in his ex-
celtent paper.

I cheerfully acknowled ge the merits
of your Corres pondent C. A* E* His
critical talents and the dir ection of
them to the Scriptu res are highl y
creditable t& his heart and head : a»4
your rea ders cannot but be pleased to
see the fruits of them occasionally in-
serted in the Repository.

JOH N J ONES,

must either rest our whole cause on
the! auth prity of the readin g* " tl>e
Lord ,.'* or allow the pr^-existence oi
Jesus , unless some other interpreta -
tion can be offered .

By this considerat ion I am induced
to propose anot her ex pi ana ti on, which
appea rs to me less objectionable tha n
either of the others* supposing that
we retain the common reading. It
is simpl y this : I suppose that the
apostle considered the Israe lites as
try ing Christ , when they tried those
miraculous manif estations which God
gave them as types of him. Ijhtaik
it 13 need less to pro ve that the word44 tried ," in such a passag e as tkis,
means , put to proof or trial b y disbelief
and dissatisfa ction : and by the account
of the tra nsact ion referre d to, which
is given in Numbers xxi. it appea rs
that the offence of the 1 sra elites $vas>that they pqt to such a tri al the pro»
vision which God had made to supply
them with br ead ari cj water. Now it
must be allowed, that it would not be
very obvious to us to consider this
as trying Chr ist, because the po*i-
nexiou is not obvious between Chr ist
and this br ead and water. But we
must consider not only that our Jbord
declares that he was the trut h and
substance , of that bre ad whteh> canoe
down from heave n, but what is much
more pertinen t, th at Paul in a closely
preced ing verse assert s, tbat the Rock
which supp lied the Israelit es in the
desert was Christ; meaning, _ajs is ge-
nerall y unders tood* that it pre figured
or represe nted Chris t* Now we me
fro m this ,, that the apostle in app lying
the events in the wilderness to the
circumstances of the Christians , which
is his drift throug hou t the passag e,
Was considerin g certa in things in that
old dispensat ion , as repre sent ing Ch rist
in the new 5 or to use his word s, as
being Christ spirit ually. May w^ not
suppose , then , that wIicb he says4 * they tried Christ ," he rneaut U spiri-
tuall y, that is* by iJ istrustm ^ RfKj .re-
jecting those emblems whi ch spiri tu-
ally vfere Chris t? To me this appears
not at all impro vable ;; but wishing
to submit it to the judgment of your
readers, to sproe of wliom, per haps,
the idea may j ioibe iu*\v> 1 venture to
beg a fcoJumn of jour Repository.

Sir , Clapham, May  %5, 1813.
MAY I ask a place among your

Biblical Critieiswia for a sug-
gestion regar ding the passage which
occurs in 1 Cor. x. 9 : *' Neithe r let
us try the Anointed as some of them
also tried *' ? This passage is confess-
edlv rather difficult * and various inter-
pretations have beee proposed . One
is, that we should read u the L-ord,"
instead of " the Anointed ," which
would certainl y completely disembar *
r&SB us, if the authority of this reading
were uiiexceptiotiatole * But this is
far from being tfoe case, and most of
the greatest critics, including even
Griesbach himsel f, while they allow
a pro bab ility to this readin g, -yet de-
cidedly prefer th ^ common on& There
appears to be a nais-statement in the
note of the Imp roved Yersion at this
place, which would lead one to sup-
pose th at CS^esbach preferred reading
" the Lord ^

f how this arose I cannot
say, foot the true sta1;e of the case
will be decided by reference to the se-
cond edition of Grresbach 's Testament.
This interpretation , therefore, though
by no means to be fbrg0tteti r as there
is good evidence in its favour , is cer -
tainly not satisfactory . Tha t again
which would supply the word > *• God,11

cwr some other -, at the end, after the
verb «* tried ," instead of referring tha t
verb to the preceding object , seems
barely tolerable , especial ly when we
regainl the force of th« Greek con-
struction* A nother would consider
the ter m A noi nted a& applicable to
both Clirist and Moses : but in answer
^t may fee fudged, that in the whole
Bibtjs tlvere te no instance of this Utle
fcwwig mte tatter ifppticationv We
^e wdftccd tlten to x &lemmn } we

rov. xm. S e
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2\nr. L——Considera tions sur la Divi-
niti de Jesus- Christ, addressees A
Messieurs les Etndi ans de VAuditoire
de Thiolog ie de VEglise de Gren&ve.
Par Henri-Louis Em pay tan Ge-
nevois. Ff. 6s. 1816.

A 
YOUNG Minister , who has
been educated at Geneva * is the

author of these Considerations. His
object in add ressing his " dear col-
leagues" is, to warn them of the dan-
gerous here sies of their pro fessors and
pastors , and bring them back to the
faith of Calvin. The pamp hlet con-
tains nothing new in argument , ex-
hibits no proo fs of uncommon talent ,
and is written in the same detestable
spirit which dragged the unha ppy
Servetu s to a stake , erected by the
Pro testant patriarc h of the auth or 's
native city* An English reader , ac-
quai nted with the state of the Trini -
tarian controversy , will be surp rised
tit the author 's ignorance , and shocked
at his presumption. He calls hi tnself
a Protestant ; but he is so, evidentl y
by accident , as he might have been a
Catholic or a Mahometan. For get-
ting the two fi rst principles of the
Reformation , that the Bible only is
the foundation of revealed rel igion,
and that every man possesses the right
of private jud gment accountable only
to God,—he cites *€ the venerabl e
Compan y of Pastors " before the tri -
bunal of human authority. Inst ead
of asking, " What say the ori ginal
Scri ptures '* ? he quotes a number of
disputed and even exp loded tra ns-
lation s, takes it for grant ed that the
truth of the divinity of the Saviour
«* can no longer be doubtf ul, after eight-
teeb centuries of evangelical preachin g
and belief ;" and having convicted the
pastors , not only of doubting , but of
disbelieving the doctrine , notwith -
standin g their learning , which he
allows to be extensi ve, and their
character which he declares to be
estimabl e, he condemns them as «* in-
novators ," u Soeimans,** " unbeliev-
cte/* and M impious blasphemers ;**
saya* that according to " Hie fri ghtful
»ect of the knpious Socinus," the doc-
tri ne of the gospel is only " a shame-
ful mixture of impiety, impudence and

folly ;" that « Christi anity is only a
new species of idolat ry j" that u the
death of Christ is without object ;1'
and. invites Socinians " to complete
their blasphemy by confounding the
Saviour with other impostors , who
have at tempted to deceive the world. "
Such is the spirit of th is Protest ant
divine I Such the manner in which
he prop oses to convince and persua de
the victims of erro r, and win souls to
Christ I Yet this same wri ter speaks
of those who have not learnt 4t to
measure the depth and the breadt h of
the wound which ignorance has made
in their souls ;" he " tr usts that hw
Considerations will be read in the
same spirit which has dictated them,11

and " he dares call God to witness
that his hear t has been accessible to
no other feeling6, but th ose of love and
zeal, for trut h , for the welfare of his
country, and for the glory and edifi -
cation of the Genevan Church. "

We are aware that the grand pre-
cept of antiquity, know thyself ^ is of
extremel y difficul t application ! but
the above passage s betray an igno-
rance of self, almost too great to be
accounted for on common principles *
We hav e, there fore, sought a solution
in the per sonal history of the author ,
and we learn from good authority ,
that , though at present he is preach -
ing at Geneva to a smal l Dissenting
congregation , under the surveillance
of the police, at the time of w riting
thi s pamphlet , he was travelling as a
friend and assista nt of Madame K ru-
dener, a prop hetess of the Conti nent .

It is not then the superior respec -
tabilit y of the author , nor the intri nsic
wort h of his Considerat ions, which leada
us to submit them to the notice of our
readers ; but because they pr6ve that
the grea t controversy of England be-
gins to excite attent ion on the Conti-
nent , and especiall y because they cast
addition al light on the state of the
Chur ch at Geneva : a church which,
by the general suffra ge of Prot estant
Europ e, has received the venerable
appellation of " Mather of the Refor-
mation ,rVa title which, we confidently
trust , events Will justify and confirm
in ibis instance.

( S94 )

REVIEW.
u Still pleased to praise , yet not afraid lo blame .*'—Pop*.



The write r divides his work into
six parts , id which he prop oses to an-
swer the following questions : 1. Is
the rep roach well-founded which is
broug ht against " the Venerable Com-
pany of the Pastors" at Geneva , that
of no longer believing in the divinity
of Jesus Christ ? 2. Is this doctrine
agr eeable to the spirit of the holy
Scriptures ? 3. Wh at was the belief
of the Genevan Church on this sub-
ject, at the commencement of the
eighteenth centur y ? 4. At the sera
of the Reformation , were not all Chris-
tian communions agreed on this point ?
5. Is it indifferent , whether we em-
brace the affi rmativ e or the negativ e
on this question ? 6. What steps
ought the students to take , to unite
in the establishment of sound doctrine
in thei r church ? Of these parts the
two fi rst onl y concern us, and we
shall dismiss the second, by observing
that the ar gument is conducted en-
tire ly afte r the mann er of Jones ; that
is to say, an attribute or tit le which
is assumed to be incommunicabl e, is
ascr ibed in the Old Testament to Je -
hovah : the same att ribute or title is
ascri bed to Jesus Christ in the New
Testament ; ergo, Jesus Chri st is Je -
hovah ; an ergo* which equall y proves
the deity of several other persons ,
and by thus proving too much , pr oves
nothing.

.Under the fi rst head the author is
more conclusi ve, because he give us
facts instead of reasonings.

" It is painful to me (says he) to be
unable to answer this question , in a manner
which would vindicate the honour and the
fai th of a clergy so estimable in many
other respects , and so distinguis hed by its
luminous and extensive acquaintanc e*with
science and lette rs $ but here facts oppose
themsel ves to the wishes of my heart , and
would accuse me of incorrectness and par .
tialit y, were I to attribute a doctrine to our
pastors , which the greater par t of them no
longer profess , and which we snail not
find in any of the depositaries of rel igious
publi c instruction.

u Jit order to know the doctri ne of any
church , it is necessary to consul? its cate-
chism, its litur gy f the treatises of its theo-
logical professors , the version of the Bible
which it adopts , the. sermon 8 of its pastors ,
mud the theses publ icly mai ntain ed by the
candidates for the sacred minist ry, und er
the dire ction of thei r tut ors .

4< Now, if we examine these divers mo-
numeBtf of religious belief, we shall ac-
qtthe tlMr aifljctiiijj certain ty, tbat th*

Company of our Pastors no longer profe**«*
the doctrine of the divinity of Jes tts Christ *
We sha^l ftnd in these monumeat g, either
an absolute silence upon this truth , or opi-
nions which are forma lly opposed. "

The writer then proceeds to "exa-
mine in orde r, 1. The Catechism ;
which , as man y of our readers k i^ow,
guard s an absolu te silence* The pastors
have discontinu ed since 1780, " the
ancient and praise-worth y custom"
of teachin g the Catechism of Calvin .
2. The privat e courses of religious
instruction , which the pasto rs are in
the habit of giving, in whic h they
either maintain an absolute silence9 or
what is worse, " they expose, as ob-
jects of free opinion, th e sentiments of
Trinitarians aud Arians , leaving to
their pup ils the choice of one or the
other/ ' 3. The Litu rgy, where aga in
the author finds an absolute silence*and charges the pasto rs with the apos *
tolical crime of *' onl y pointing out.
Jesus Christ by the titles of Soij of
God , Saviour , Redeemer / Mast er,
K ing, Leg islator. " As an addit ion to
thei r guilt they . have suppressed , in
their edition of the Bible of 1805, an
orthodox Confession, of Fait h, which
had formerl y been printed with , the
Scri ptu res. 4. Absolute silence is far -
ther maintained in the instructio ns
given by the t heological profes sors to
the students. 5. Silence a lmost abso*
lute in the sermons of the pastors.
Two of the pastors l*nve preac hed each
a sing le discourse in su pport of the
doctrine. Bui, *• with the exception
of these two ra\ 8 of light , in one
hundre d and ninety-seven sermon s,
pre ached (and pu bl ished ) bv our pas-
tors in the course of more than half a
century , there is not one in which can
be found a professio n of faith in the
divinity of Jesus Christ/'

But this is not all. The pastors
have not been conten t with absolute
silence, but hav e da red at times to
teach a doct r ine formall y opposed to
that of the deity of Christ . 1. "Their
Catechi sm represents the Saviour sim-
ply as the sent of God , the fi rst-born
of all creatu re , to whom we owe
sentiments , not of ado ration , but of
respe ct.f 2. " I n  their new transl a-
tion of the Bible, publ ished in 1805,
many of the passages, rela tive to the
divinity of Chris t, have J >e£« J tltfred,
and prese nt a se«se altogether dif-
ferent from that which is found in tho

Review*—-Considerations sur la DiviniU de Jesus -Christ. ' 9Q5



previous tfat uslati&n s, and in the Bibles
of the ot her Reformed Chu rch es*"
Several of these passages are quoted ,
the most important of which is, Acts
xx. 28, where the transl ators have
followed the text of Grie sbach. Our
author , however, has nothing to do
wit h G riesbaeh , er with sacred crit i-
cjsra. Tlie version is different from
that of Calvin , (which he tells us he
has care full y examined,) and , there-
fore , ought to be condemned * 8. Since
the midd le of the last century the
pastors have been openly denounced
to Christian Europe as A nans or So*
cinians , by d'Alembe it, by Rosseau
and by Voltaire , the latter of whom
asser ted , in a letter to the Ma rquis de
Villevieili e , in \?68, " that there were
not twent y persons in G eneva who
did not abj n re Cal vin as much as the
Pope. " 4i This manner of genera lizing
the accusation (says the author ) is an
atrocious calumn y—bu t unjust as it
is, it imposed on the members of the
Com pan y the obli gation of completely
dissi pat ing the susp icions which were
cast upon the int egrit y of th eir faith,
by a frank and loyal disavowal of the
errors imputed to them. Unhapp ily,
far fro m t aking this wise step, they
resolved the problem against them-
selves,- and esta blished by a solemn
and au th entic foct , what till then had
rested on conjectur e.**

" The too celebrated thesis , which M.
Je an Lecointe mainta ined , in 1777, under
the p residency of ML Jacob Vernet , pasto r
and pro fessor of theology, re vealed to
Arians , Socinians and unbelievers r tbat
they had accomp lices and adepts in t he
bofiom of the Company of Pastors . An
aspirant to the sac red mini stry, under the
direction of his waste r, in p resence of the
uuj iisters <»f the hol y gospel, dare d to "pro -
clai m, ' that we should cau tiousl y abstain
fro m at tri butin g to the person of Jeaus
Chr ist , however excellent , an equality with
God the Father , to whom he was inferior
hy nature , and subject by will and by obe-
dience :* ' he dared to reject the expres-
sion consecrated since the birth of Chris -
tianity, God the Son : he da red to main -
tain that we ought not to render the same
decree of honour to the Son as to the Fa-
ther. Is this the langua ge of an A rian or
Socinian ? It is useless to decide on a
mere shade of diffe rence. It is sufficient
for jme to know that it is the language of*
due who does not regard Jesus Christ as
very God and very man at the Bsime time :
it is therefore the language of an inno-
vator i againflt whom the Venerable Com-

pany ought to have f>rotas *e«$*-.*gaiiisf
whom they have not protested. They sr«^
therefo re, considered as avowing &&cfc ratt -
f^ing, by their silence, an error suppor ted
by one of their members . And we me
the more au th orised to regard the opiujoo
of M. Vernet , as the opinion of' the Com-
pany , as si ace that peri od , amidst the great
number of theses wh ich have been main-
tained by the students , not even one It&s
bee n consecrated to avenge the doctri ne of
the Divinity of Christ aga inst the con-
tin uall y-increasin g' blasphemies of. the im-
pious "

** I concl ude thea with heartfelt sorrow ,
(en gemissant) and without .per mittin g- ray -
self any perso nal app lication , and I say,
that the reproach broug ht against the Ve-
nerable Com pany of Pastors , of no longer
pro fessing the Divinit y of Christ , is unha p-
pily, but too well founded. *1

Thus far our author. We conclude
from the same pre mises with lively
joy and sincer e thankfulness , that ,
amid the politi cal convulsions which
have shake n the Continent to its
foundat ions, and astonished , as well as
affrigh ted the civilized world ; amid
the contest of blind superstit ion and
fanatical incredulity, falsely styled
philosophy—the simplicity of divine
truth has been accompanied with
power , ha* been making , if not a rapid,
at least a cer tain progress. We hail
the dawn of light , as an earnest of
the perfect day, which it will evectu *
all y introd uce. We confidentl y hope
that the word of truth , recommend ed
by the learning and piety and Chris -
tian graces of the ** Venerable Com-
pany of Pastors " at Geneva , and aided
by the Divine blessing, will , ere long,
mightily  prevail and be glorif ied* To
such a hope, changed into an earn est
supplication to Him , without whom a
Paul may p lant, and an Apo llos water
in vain, we are per suaded that all our
pious readers will add their fcordia]
Amen.

B. G.
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Ar t. II —Christ iani ty and p resent Po-
litics how far  reconcileahle : in a
Letter to the Right Hon ourable W.
Wilberforce . By the Rev. H. Ba-
Ihurst. 8vo. pp, 84. Ridgway.
1818*

MR. BATHURST is son to the
venera ble Bishop of Norw ich,

and in the spirit of th is tiuly Chr is-
tian prelate , remonst ra tes with Mr .
Wilberforce on his parliamen tary po-



Utical conduct , which he shews to be
grossly inconsistent with the law of
evaagilieal truth and charity. Wfc
recommend the pamphlet to gener al
perusal, as believing , w ith Mr. Ba-
thurs t , " that neither relig ion nor go-
vern ment are ever in half the dange r
from those who openl y, with unb lush-
ing1 wickedness assail their founda-
tions , as from those who, affecting a
courte sy and affection for them, vio-
late in pr actice and app licat ion , the
plainest precepts of both/ '

ISLE OF WIGHT .

u See all my works ," exulting Nature
cried ,u Sublime and love ly spread on ev 'ry side !

Here ocean heaves his calm maj estic
breast ,

On the lone shore the rippling billows rest.
Rocks piled on rocks in wildest gran dem

rise ,
Whose dizzy summits pr op th ' incumbe nt

skies.
There the rich pasture clothes the swelling*

dow n,
And golden harvests the luxurianc e crow n.
There shal l the rapturM eye the vale ex-

plore,
Rich , soft and blooming , plenty 's fruitfu l

store .
There mountains , waving woods , and

stre ams expand ,
And beau ty glows beneath my lavish hand !
What can I more ?—-blest thought ! it shall

be mine
In one small spot these graces to com-

bi ne ."
She said ; and radiant smiling ' with de-

light ,
WavM her light wand , and rose the Isle of

Wight.
Sweet Isle! 't is not alone thy bloomy vales,

The rich, luxuriant land scape that I
mourn :

Oh ! thou gh to these I never may re-
turn ,

Nor feel again thy health bestowing* gales
Saline aad buoyant ,—nor the whitenin g

aafta
Wateh with ttrainM eye appr oach their

diita ut bourn ,

December -.31, 1817, relative to a
Question between J ews, and Ckrit-
tiansl i By Benjamin Abrah ams, an
Israel ite. 8vo. pp. QQ. Wilson*Royal Exchange . 1518.

B
ENJ AMIN ABR AH AMS makes

1 some shrewd remarks upon the
" Evangelical 1' preacher 's sermon,
plainly shewing that the popular sys-
tem of Christi anit y is at all points
opposed to the law of Moses ; that the
very exhibition of Tr inita vianism is a
triump h to the Jews ; and that the
great bod y of that people are fixed in
thei r faith and customs, not wishing
to convert others* ^and incapabl e of
conversion, except by means which
are not yfet apparent * -

Nor gaze upon th y cJiffs m air upborne ,
Wild , grand , romantic , till all conscious

"being1 fails ;
Yet 'tis not these that prompt the read y

tea r,
'Tifr not for these , how lov'd soever, I

sigh!
The memory of those hours to friendshi p

dear ,
When faith and love beara 'd bri ght from

Ell a" SB eye ;
When virtu e, taste , ari d feeling" ever nigh,
'Mid Nature ^s faires t works confessed their

proper sphere .

Yes, they are fair! ijhe shades of Pri ory
Are. soft and lovel y as Idalian bow'rs j^
Avid mingled odours of unnumb er *d

flow *rs
Load the delicious air! O it is luxury
Indeed , and soothin g- to the dazzled eye,

TV exchan ge th e sparklin g sands and
foamy show ers

At once for shade , and pass the fervid
hours

'Neath han ging wo*»ds, fresn breezes mar -
murin g by;

And thus , amid the world 's merid ian b\n%t
Does the tir 'd spirit pant for calm re-

pose,
Sated with sp len dour. O *tweie sweet

to close
In freshening shade our renovated day*!
These tranqui l scenes a pure r joy imp Art
Those charm awhile the eye—these aatitf f

the heart .
]!« Mf

SydnnhaTh ) JtfJo y 9ft , 1819.

j PMtoy *- ~ *IAe #f Wight. 9&f

POETRY.

Art * I I I.—*An Amwer to a Sermon
pr eached* by  the Rev* Chartes Si-
meon, M. A.$ of King's College,
Cambridge, at the Church of St.
Catharine Cree, Leadenhall Street,



TIM E AND ETERNITY.
Suggested by an extraor dinary Flood in

the River Scour, April 27, 1818.

Tfce torren t rushes with impetuous forc e,
Defying- obstacles to stem its cour se ;
Urg ^d on by nature to the bri ny wave,
In ocean 's depth to find a desti n'd grave .
Thus flows Time's current , that no wishes

stay,
Bearin g vuiih speed all mor tal life away ;
Ne'er to return the rap id momen ts roll ,
And sink in that abyss which has no

fchoal .
But when the driving flood of Tim e is

past,
And Death 's awaken ed by the trumpet 's

blast ,
Duration ^ str eam an endless course shal l

run ,
And life restored be ever but begun.

R . F.
Kiddermi nster , May 16, 1818.

^¦a

¦̂  

—- 17, at Sutt Qtii near Preseot , Mr.
Tabbu ck , greatl y respected and sincerel y
lamented. His death was accelerate d by
disappoin tment and anxiety . Philanth ro-
pic and generous to ati excess, Mr. T. had
long- enjoyed the gra ti tude and veneration
of his poor neighbours . He could not hear
u nmoved , the plaintive voice of misery .
Object* of real distress , uninfluenced by

sectarian considerations , he rel ieved to the
utmost of his power , and with promptitude
and chee rful ness . Iu hard times, when
his poor neighbours groaned und er the
twofold burden of scarc ity of work and
high markets , he vended * a portion of the
products of his estat e at a reduced price ;
and liberall y patroni zed plans, that piety
dictate d and sympathy approved.

May his orphaned offspring* emulate
these graces of their unfortuna te fathe r :
and , soothed by the respect paid to the
memory of so generous a friend of the poor ,
may they be induced to unite piety and
benevolence in their dispositions, and to
disp lay pruden ce and generosity ia their
condu ct! * " \

w+T.r.

SONNET.

O Thou, our lives* Protector ! doth the
Sprin g

Come forth in beaut y, from the chill
cold tomb .

Of winte r ; burstin g into buds and
bloom ,

Cheer ing* tie sense, the heart inspiritin g
With pr omise of the future ? Mortals sing

Thy pia se for this : and shall their
tongues be dumb

As h«»pe chaunts forth the song of
Spr ings to come,

Of fadeless f lowers, and buds u n pe rish -
war- -

"O Thou , our lives* Protector ! rolling on
Season to season tells the mighty trnle,

That Thou thy deathless work hast but
begun.

That thy resistless pur pose shall not
fail

Till Man , escap'd from darkness and de-
cay,

Drin ks the bri ght beams of everlastin g
day .

T.

$QB Obituary—Mrs. Ann Ship ley.—Mr. Tarbuck ,

1818. May 3, at Leicester t aged 79,
Mrs . A npt Shipley. In her characte r were
united a peculiar sweetn ess of temper and
simplicity of manners , with the most sin-
cere a d  unaffect ed piety . She was in-
terred in the buri al ground of the Pres -
byterian congregation , of which society
she had been a member for more than 50
years .

OBITUAR Y.

SONNET.

Supreme Creato r ! is that holy flatne
Of inexhaus fed love still burning bri ght?
And will it burn for ever ? Shall that

light ,
When other suns are set, shine out the

same !
€i Fo r ever ,*' Father ! yes-^thy saints pro -

claim
Its sacred tir e unqu ench 'd, unquencha ble;
Oh ! that thine earthl y sons content would

• dwell
In its pure light, nor seek a meaner fame.
But we are erri ng* wanderers , and our

hearts
Restl ess so long, would restless still re-

remain :
They scorn that peace which thou ght of

Thee imparts ,
And bend them back to toi l and strife

again.
Oh! rather from my gras p all blessings

wrest ,
Than give me joy on earth by Thee un-

blest.
T.



Jftf ajr 18, of a typhus fever, afte r ain ill-
ness of ten days, aged 36, Dr. John Thom-
son, of Leeds, late of Halifax . His best
eulogy will be found in the sentiments of
deep and heartfelt regret which the sudden
stroke has excited in the breasts of those
who knew him. Warml y beloved by his
friends , highly respected by the generous
bret hre n of a liberal profession , universall y
esteemed , he is now unive rsally lamented.
Seldom has the hand of death bl ighted
fai rer prospects or inflicted a severe r
wound. In Dr. Thomson , a powerfu l , en-
lightened and active mind was unite d wi th
a fcind and benevolen t heart . He had the
will as well as the ability to be, and to do
good. His talents were grea t, and he
used them as the instru ments of his virtues.
As a physician, thoug h but latel y settled
here , he was alread y risin g into eminence ;
and if unwearied dili gence in collecting
the material * of medical k nowled ge, com*
bined with great skill in the application of
them , could have ensured success, be must
have succeeded. To the practical duties
of his pro fession his attention was unwea -
ried , and his patients will bear witness to
that unaffected kindness of manner which
always made bis advice doubl y acceptable ;
which led them to believe that he took a
personal rather than a professional interest
in their welfare—that he Was their friend as
well as their physician. And such , indeed ,

Further Address of the Society fo r
pro moting the Enla rgement and
Building of Churches and Chape ls,

[See pp. 212—214.]
The extrao rdinary unanim ity with which

a bill, grounde d opon the recom menda -
tion from the th rone ,, for the bu ilding of
chur ches and chapels , has just passed into
a law, sufficientl y attests the existence and
magnitude of the evi l winch led to the
formation of this society, and recognizes
the dutv of all to exert the mselves for its
remed y. It onl y remains , there fore , for
the committee , now that the provisi ons of
the act are ascertai ned , to point out the
present and peculiar uses of th is society ̂
and to vindicate its high claims to th e pa-
tro nage of the publ ic, by a slight reference
to tile extent of that work , which , notw i tb -
standin g the boun ty of the legislature , is
still left to the piety of individ uals.

For thi s purpose it will-be, proper shortl y
to state the limits within which tfae . opera-
tion *., of the act ar e confined , and. the
amount of claims which exist within these

Tie parlia mentary grant , it appears ,

was the case ; he considered his fellow-
men as, friends *n& breth re n, and valued
his Chr istian even more than bis medical
profession. It was the first wish of his
heart to do good himself, and to teach
others to do good in every possible way ;
and deeming the moral still more dan -
gerous than the nat ura l maladies of man ,
be was prop ortionall y anxious to minister
to them also. As a. firm believer in the
divine mission of Ch rist , he considere d it
a sacre d duty to lend all the aid that he
could in diffusin g the knowled ge of the
gospel. . A dili gent and conscientious in-
quiry had led him to the peculiar views of
reli gious truth which he^enter tained , and
he therefore exerte d himself with zeal in
their diffusion ; but bis zeal was accordin g
to k nowled ge, and consequentl y without
bigotry. For many of those who differed
from him most widely, he always felt and
expressed the highest regard , and where
he dissented honestly on points of faith,
could still unite with heart and hand , sin-
cerel y and cordial ly in the spi ri t of charity .
As a physician and a friend , a fellow-citi-
zen and a fellow-christian , he will be long*
and deep ly regretted. May the sorrow
excited by his sudden and premature death ,
lead to the earnest emulation of his good
examp le !—" It is tbe end of all men, and
the living should lay it to heart ."—-l>ecte
Mercury.

can in no case go in aid of any parish , the
population of wh ich is short of 4000
perso ns, however large its deficiency of
church-room may be ; or of any par ish,
howe ver numerous its popu lation , in which
there is accommodation for one-fourth of
such population , unless there be 1000 per -
sons resident more than four miles from
the church , or the parish contr ibute in a
sat isfacto ry proportio n to the char ge of
buildi ng a new church or chapel . At the
same time it is shewn , from official returns ,
that there are , in twenty -two dioceses only,
not fewer than two hu ndred and fifty pa-
rishes , which , containi ng- in the whole
about th ree millions of souls , without
church -room for one seventh of such po*
pu latfon , leave, in places within the regu *
lotions of the act , upwards of two millions
and a half actuall y shut out fro m the means
of atte nding upon the services of the Na-
tional Church . • '" - . . . .  .

But it is in the mult itud e of parishes
(beyond those entitled to share in the mil-
liou ,of publ ic money), in which par lia-
mentary documents exhibit a deplorable
deficiency of churc h^room, and an almost
equal need of pecuniary help, tj iat the

—*
Obituary.—Dr. Thornton. —Register of EcelesiaMc al Documents. ' SQ9

REG ISTER OF ECCLE SIASTICA L DOCUMENTS .



necessity for the supplemental labou rs ef
this society is most firmly laid. And it is
in promo ting the enlargement of tbe build-
ing;, and the increase of accommodation ia
existing churches—a departmental together
out of the contemp lation of the parliamen-
tary vote, and in which moderate aids may
be product ive of the lar gest returns , that
the peculia r usefulness of the society will
be most str ongly felt.

It is mani fest, therefo re, tbitt a wide
field is open for the exerti ons of the so-
ciety ; and most gladl y do they enter upon

Forei gn.
ST. DOMI NGO.—DEATH OF PETION.

Pwt au Princ e, April 1.—Yesterday the
remains of the presiden t Petion received a
sumptuous and splendid funeral . The
corpse was laid in state two days ; and , to
the moment of being consigned to the vault,
the feat ures did not exhibit any visible
change . Every one who chose went to see
itf *nd the scenes which occurred were such
as ar e seldom witnessed on the demise of
men in power ! la the different quarters
of the galleries of the palace, were men ,
women and child re n, some on thei r knees ,
others stan ding, who, after takin g* a last
sight of the body , were imp lorin g- heaven
for his soul. They were all bedewed in
tears , and , on re tirin g from the palace ,
filled the air with th eir cries and lamen ta -
tions ; not , perhaps , one dr y eye quitted
that place out of the myriads which visited
it 5 but at tbe funeral the stoutest heart
must have melted—the procession had
nearl y a mile to go to church , and to retur n
to the place of inte rment , which was in a
vault under the Tree of Libert y, opposite
the pala ce ; the troo ps, of which there wer e
a great many in town , were formed in two
lines from the palace to the clmrch . The
body was on an op en bier , dressed in state -
clothes , and laid on a car made in imita -
tion of that used for our late Lord Nelson :
it was drawn by six horses , covered with
black silk velvet , orn amented with white
tassels> feath ers, &c.

It is a curious circumst ance that he died
volun taril y, which , indeed, was suspected
by some about him from the beginning* of
bis sickness , (which only lasted eight days)
from his constan tly refusing all kinds of
Medicine and nourishm en t, and even water ;
or if he did tak e any thin g, it was at the
pressing solicitations of th ose who sur roun d-
ed him, but he spa t it out again 5 and lie
pre served to the last that c&lmnesB end
serenity of mind for which be was so m<-
markabta through life«- x̂pjrrog without a
groan or a $trug{?tet f*te fwdV has fraen

it, with the gratefu l deciar atfoa &** &ey
are now ready to receive applicat ions, and
appr opriate thei r funds agwtthj y to the
regulations of their constitution , al ready
befo re the public , in the firm confidence.
that as the society has been happily in-
stitute d with the pat rona ge of ffee wise
and good of all orde rs in church and state,
so it will be supported with a zeal and
liberality proportioned to the importanc e
of its object , anil commensu rate with tfee
numerous calls whfch will be made upon
its funds .—June.

opened , and found as Bound as that of any
man 3 no indications of any disor der what -
ever j and the physicians do not hesitate m
declarin g* that be died of inanitio n 1 What
may have been the cause is yet a mystery.
He bad frequentl y been beard to say that be
wished himsel f dead ; for that , tvitli all his
study to rend er the people happy and pros-
perous , some were still dissatisfi ed, and
made his life a torm ent. Time will, per -
haps, re veal the cause $ in the meanwhile,
bis loss is to "be lamented ; for, I repeat it,
tbere are few such men as be was, ufoore
par ticularl y in acts of charit y and benevo-
lence.

His death th rew all the mercba iits into
the greatest consternation , as there is com-
put ed to be in the Republic 6?000,000
worth of Bri tish property alone, incl uding
the shipp ing-. The judicious measures
which were immediat ely adapted , tended,
in some degree, to cal m our fears : all the
militar y were turn ed out , and ha ve been
kept at their posts to th is day . An embargo
was placed on the shi pping*, and no one
suffered to leave the town till pretty late on
Sunday ; and the appoi ntment of the new
pre sident (Boyer) has been unanimous ;
nor to th is moment have I heard of aiiy
chie f hav ing expressed a wish for tiie situ-
ation .

 ̂
The president will be proc laimed

this cay , and; in two or three be will pro-
ceed to examine the frontiers , lest Christb-
phe , on hea rin g of the death of Petion ,
might adva nce, in the hopes of pro fiting by
the event. Some of the troops which at-
tended yesterd ay, were marched off afte r
the solemnity, for the frontiers ; in ftict ,
every prec aution that prudence can dicta te
for pri vate tran quillity , and external secu-
rity, appears to have been adopted .

Nottingham ami f otrby Association *
Thb third quarte rly meetin g of tbe asso-

ciated Unitar ian ministe rs of the count ies
of Nottin gham , Derby, and the Soutf i <*f
Y«W*wh1rO ; wife lltfd a? St&knin g-fori, near
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Sheffield , on Good JVidiy, Ma rch 20, 1818.
The Rev. H. K> Piper, of Nartou , per-
formed tbe devat ioutal seryices, and a ser-
mon was preacbed hy the Rer. Jac ob
Brettel ], of Rbthe rha m, on the character
and object of Ch ristian zeal . In the course
of his address, the preache r gare an ani-
mated descript ion of the -evils which had
resulted from a zeal for particu lar specula -
tive points of faith , United with a bigoted
and intolerant spirit , and shewed that men,
unde r the pretex t of zeal and atta chment
to the Ch ristian religion, had been per se-
cutors and tyrants -—had become, instead
of the ministers of peace to the children of
men, the very bane and pest of society 5
in short , had , in their frenzy , played
such tricks in face of high heave n as made
the angels weep . He did not fail, in op-
position to this repelling ' and disgusti ng
picture , to set forth the advantages of .a
zeal enlightened and tempere d with J ibe-'
rality of spirit , mai ntaining " at the saiae
time, that the zeal of the present day,
amongst pro fessing Christians in genera ),
was, in a vast majority of Instances , to-
tally misplaced ; that it was generall y
called forth in support of circumstantial s,
or, to adopt a comparison from one of the
tine arts , much more care was displayed in
preve nting a single fold of the dra pery of
an admired piece of sculpture from falling
iiito decay, than in keeping the symmetry
and beauty of the figure itsel f, perfect and
uflmutil&ted .

The service was well attende d, and the
company afterwards dined together at the
little Mattock Inn , (situated in a most
romantic spot, on the edge of the High
Moors,) to the number of fi fty, amongst
whom were the following ministers :—the
Rev. Dr. Phili pps, of Sheffield , H. H. Piper,
of Norton, R. W. Wallace, of Chesterfiel d,
J. Brettell , of Rotherham , Kichard Astley,
of Halifax , P. Wri ght, qf. Sheffield , and
Messrs. Charles Wallace and Wni. Wbrsley,
students of the Manch ester College, York.
In the cours e of the afte rnoon several
spirited addresses were delive red to the
¦neeting", which broke up abou t six o'clock
in the evening'.

The next meeting (the annual one to be
held at Derby, in June , intervening) is to
be held at Chesterfield , September 17,
1818. The Rev. H. H. Piper is appointed
to preac h, and the Rev. Joh n Williams to
conduct the devotions of the day.

P. W,
Sheff i eld, Ap ril 11,1818.

former >y the Rev. T; Pa ris, of GM Vttr y ,
from Philip, ah ; 8: " Yea, doubtlif ^ and |
count all (things but toss, for the excellency
of the knowledge of ChristJesud my Z*rd :>J
and the latt er by the Rev. Richard Fry , of
Kidde rminste r, from Acts xx. 2<i : M But
none of these thin gs move me, neither coqpt
I my life dear :: unto myself^ so that I
iuj^ui, uui su uijr vuuiw w tipi jujj nuv tuc
ministry which I hare received of the Lord
Jesus , to testi fy the gospel of the grace of
God." Fifteen min isters were present , and
the congregation was numerous * The Rev.
Thomas Bower, of WaJsal J , and the Rev.
Thoma s Warren , of Stourb ridge, were ap*
pointed to preach at the next Lectu re.

J. *LB.
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Dudley D&uble Lecture.
On WhH-Tueaday, May 1% , was, tl»« an-

nivcrsaiy of the Double Lecture at Dudley.
The Rev. J: Kentish , of Birmingham, con-
ducted the devotion al ierv ice, and tworery
'atemtin|r disoonrMi wer« 4eliTCf«d, jttw

vo i, Suit - S*

General B&p tist Assembly.
The Old General Baptists held their

annual Assembly, on Tuesday , May 12th,
at the Meetin g--house, Worsh ip-stree t, Lon-
don. Some of the elders and represent a*
ti ves of the churches tnet9 as usuaj  ̂ for
busi ness about two hours befor e, the pub *
lie service, which commenced at eleven
o^clock.

Mr . Evans , of Islington , read the Scrip*
tures and gave out theJbymns ; Mr / S«
Kingsford of Cante rbur y offered the prayer ,
and Mr. David Eaton , of London , preached
the sermon. The discours e was founded
on 1 Tim. ii. 4 : " Who will have all men
to be saved , and to come unto the know-
ledge of the truth ."1"1 In the course of his
sermon the preacher , afte r allud ing to the
name by which the body is designated ,
attempte d a brief refutation of the ar gument
recentl y advanced by Mr . Belsham , in his
Plea for  Infant Baptism. Whether the
refutation be or be not complete must be
left to the jud gmen t of those who may read
the sermon , which is now before the
public .

Soon after the close of the public service ,
the business recommenced. The letters
from the different churches were read ,
and some of them contained very grati -
fying information respecting the state of
those chuichei*, and the means used for
the digsem ination of what they regar d as
pure and saving * tru th ; while one in par -
ticular evinced that the favourit e dogma of
the denomination —th e right and duty of
individual jud gment , was not so clearly
unde rstood and duly appreciated as ii ought
to be • The, Assembly, however , manifested.
a becoming candour on learning - that , in:
two of the churches , the following up of
the princi ple of free inqui ry to what iodi-
vid uala deemed its legitimate conseque nce,
had led them to rej ect bom** of those meani
of ) Btren gthening religio m f eelmg ' aid
practice , ini . the observance «f which >tim
dcoctnina tions are { mgmed^ -W« %Hu«ks i»
p»WW pmy«t %&4 9W*in>& H<4 i>W&ti$



preachi ng. The <mly senttoent which - -the
Assembly eouM consistently avow on *e-
<&ivingf thi s intelligence was, that every
indiv idual had a right to act agreea bly to
his owW conviction ; and th is sen time »t
ira s boldl y avowed , without being* contra
dieted . • - A  wish was, ne verthel ess, ex-
pressed , that a reject ion of any of the form s
hitherto observed as means of pr omoting
piety and diffusing Christ ian knowledge
mi ght not be followed * by at least an ap-
rtarent want of tbat charity which think et fe
rio evil, and by A superci liousness and
dogmatis m more disgusting than liad eve r
been evinced by those wh^ have been
marked out as being either fools or knave *
for not thinking and acting 1 in a similar
manner.

At the close of the busine ss the ministers
and their friends , togeth er with several
gentlemen not belong ing to the Assembl y,
withdr ew to the Wbi te Hart Tavern , Bishops-
gate Street , to dinner.

After the cldth was removed , the chair -
man , the pre acher for the day , gave several
pertinen t toasts , which called up a number
of gentlemen to address the meetings

In the midst of conside rable vari ety of
opinion the greatest harmony preva iled ,
and the compa ny br oke up at an earl y hou r ,
apparentl y sat isfied with what th ey had
witnessed and partici pated in during the
day . E. D.

3. That the fund be supplied hy weekly
subscri ptions of one penny and upwar ds^
those who subscribe more than a penny
per week, to pay quarterl y. —

4. That an annual general meetin g shall
be held the first Sunday in June , in each
year , at which time, * president , treas ure r,
secretary , committee and collectors shall
be chosen.

5. That tbe committee shall consist of
the president and treasurer for the time
being, ami seven other persons , to be
chosen by each subscrib er present at the
annual meeting-, giving in a list of names,
from -which list a majority shall be selected.

6. That the committee shall meet on the
first Sunday in every month , at three in
the afternoon , in fhe chapel ; and that
theii * meetin gs shal l be open to every Sub*
scriber , but - tha t the right of voting be
confined to the committee.

7- That the expense neeessary to fur -
nish a Sunday school with "books, shall be
defra yed out of this fund ; but that not sura
excepting this , shall be paid out of the
fund du ring the first year.

8. That in case of emergency the secre-
tar y shal l be empow ered to Call a special
meetin g* of the committee .

9. That the Rev. Dr. Smith be requested
to accept the office of pres ident.

10. That the Rev. S. Fawcett be re-
quested to fill the office of treasure r.

11. Tba t Mr . Mead be requested , to per -
form the offi ce of secretary *12. That the following subscribers be
requested to act as a committee till the
annual meeting in 1819, viz; Messrs. Car -
ter , Erith , Tett , Fitehett , Lee, Ensor an d
Stephens, ,Sen;5 any thre e of whom , with
the president or tr easurer , shall be suffi -
cient to act, and in case of necessity , the
president to have a easting * vote.

13. That Messrs . Mead and Stephen s,
Sen., be requested to act as collectors for
the firs t year .

14* That " these resolutions be inserted
in the Monthl y Repository and Christiaii
Reform er.

(Signed)
EDMUND BATTEN , Chai rman.

Yeovil, May 193 1818.
—-^—

JLynn Fellowship  Fund .
Sir ,-

Followin g the commenda ble exam ple
of many of our Unitarian brethre n in va-
rious parts of the country, we have com-
menced a Fellowship Fund in this town,
and the prospect befor e x \s is very pr o-
mising. *rti is fund , embrace s the genera l
otfjfccts of inch instituti ons, rind is rtejrUj-
lat ^d by rules adapted to lofeal fefrjbtrth-
StAhCe *. / 

' ¦ ' ¦ -'
¦ 

/ ' ' - 1 • - - "¦' ' ; ' • < ¦' » 
;

' •
¦

yf h tuiffe a conteten  ̂»nce a f a H t i ^ h t ,
This improvin g ahd fflfflite taffe^f' '*
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Yeovit Fello wship  Fund .
Sm,

As it may be useful to record in yo«r
valuable Repository every fact tending to
illustrate the growing steal of Unitarian
Christians , I with pleasure inform you,
that , afte r a discourse on the subject of
religions zeal , and the proper modes of
expressing it, delivere d by the Rev. S.
Fawcett , a meeting was held in the chapel
for the purp ose of form ing a Fellowsh ip
Fun d, at which meeting the following re.
solution * were unanimously adopted , and
signed by upwards of sixty subsc ribers , (of
which a larg e pro portion consisted of youn g
pers ons,) by whom T am directed to tra ns-
mit a copy of the resolutions.

H. MEAD , Secretar y.
At a meetin g of persons friendl y to the

estab lishment of a Christian Fellowshi p
Fund , held in the Unitarian chape ) , Yeovil ,
<fe Sunday the 17th May/ 1818, Edmun d
Batten ^ £teq . in the -chai r, the following
resol utions were unanimously adop ted :

1. Thtu a society be f«Hr*wed, called the
Ywri l Christian Fellowfcliip Fflntf Society:

S. Tli«t its obj ft cb; fehaM be to pre sent
o)ocftsi(Hial oontrifcttrions to YTnitATian cha-
nktar abont to te ere«ytod or repaired , to
Uaiuiri tiri academics fat tbe edw^ati ^n of
n««iirt f*«i and to prott ot  ̂ g^nerftll y the
dtft\l *r n̂ ^f XJni txwimti tri«h. -



remarkably well att ended. It is opg* to
all religious de&oni lnations, a&d ful l li-
berty is give a £o every person to express
bis opinion. The ladies me iny ited to
communicate their sentim ents in writing to
the moderat or of the meeting ", for the pu r-
pose of being publicly read , and from this
interesting quarte r, at all onr conferenc es
we have had great assistance and equa l
grat i fication Many persons attend upon
these occasions who are not of our society.
Indeed, most of the subj ects which have
come unde r serious and impartial atten -
tion in our past conferences , were propose d
by a trul y liberal aud pious Wesleian
prea cher . May others follow his exam ple,
and then we should soon perceive, eg'xee-
ably to the sentimen ts «f a female friend
at our last meeti ng-, that a the animosit y
whicrb too freq uently subsists between pro *
fessing Christi ans of diffe rent sects, would
be greatly lessened ; and if they would
charitab ly consider each other 's views, the
difference between them would oft-times
be found trif ling r and when grea t + the
knowled ge that each was actuated by the
same love of truth and piety, would bind
them tog-ether in the indissolubl e band s of
brotherl y love." ¦¦ . . ¦ , ,

B. TBMLEA VEM.
Lynn  ̂ J une 1#, 1818,

Manchester College, York.
The Thirty -second Annual Meeting of

-tine Trustees ef Mancheste r College, lfor% ,
will be held at Oross Stre et CJ hapel Rooms,
In Manchester , on Frida y the 7th off Ati-
gust. The Trustees and their friends toH
dine togethe r, as usual , after tbe meeting 1,
at the Bridg water Arms. *

THOS . H. ROBINSO N,
J. O. ROBBERBS,

Secretaries.

The following' sums have been received
on account of the College since the last
Report . [P. 339 ]

Congregat ional Collections.
Bath—Rev . Joseph Hunte r, £19 16 6
Chester—Rev, W. J. Bakewell 14 8 6
Maaafleli—Rev. J ohn Williams 10 0 0
Chesterfield —Reir . R. Wal lace 11 12 6

Benefaction **
A Fr iend loth e Unitarian *cause,

by the Her. Charle s Wellbe*
loved - \ • - . ¦ 

- - 6 0 30
Mv&vff H;, 'by tbe ^Rev. Charles

'Wellfoeloved, >on-e <half to t>e
be$totoied ae *n pviae to the !
ttudent j  ivkp 9 hi 'Qr4iek pMS€ y ¦

produc es tlie best composition^*>n9u<;hthibj4eteoiitwcted>h&th
iSrof*o4 Pkilmophy y or *ke

-tar ty tef torh ty 'Ohriif twnity^

(intended to be repeated aii- '"^ :. ' : .!
tt«albr) - - .. . -*- - 1 0  Q 0

Joseph tiddel l, Esq. Moor Park , J
nea r Carli sle, -by the R«ev. "
William Turner , Newcastle 50 0 0

New Annual Subscript ions. ' ¦ ¦ ¦ ,
Richa rd Meade , Esq. Taunton 2 2. 0
Mr. Sudwortb , Chester - 1 1- 0
Mr. Jo hn Buddie , Newcastle-on-

Tyue - , * ¦  >i i, :: •:£
Mr. J ohn Hill , ditto - r 1 1 O
Mr . George Hill , d itto - - l 1 D
Mr . Wni. Robson , ditto * 1 1 ©
Mr. R . H. Lacey , Chichesto * O H) 6
Rev. George Case , Shr ewsbury 1 1 0

^129 16 0
GEO. WM . WOOD * Ti-easufier .

Manchester, J une 17, 1818. ' :

Subscriptions to the Unitaria n f lhapj el
at Nea th.

I beo the favou r of your inserti ng ip
your Repository the subjoined list of sub-
scr iption s, at Bristol , towards the liquida-
tion of the deb t on the Unit arian Chapel
^t Neatb , now reduced to about JSlSO. .f t
is hoped that , when other cases of a ioône
pressing nature do not present theno selves,
the liberality of the public Avill ciTectA
ttili farther reduction of it. In com[>fia««e
with tbe wishes of the society, I .avail
myself of this opportun ity to retur n our
un ited and warmest thanks to all tbps«
fri ends of the cause, who have, in various
ways, kindl y contribute d to our assistan ce.
And I . beg1 leave to make my .parti cular
jicknov^ledg'ments to g'ehtleroe n of thie
Lewin 's Mead Society, Tor voiuntarj c ty&&
very fr iendl y persona l aid , aflorded nie ki
promot ing my object , to wbjcV they fft»d
their frie nds contributed with " a lil>evcjity
and cheerfulness , which evinced w^mtb
of zeal , and cordiality of g*ood wishes. *

The spirit of inquiry , excited by the
Secession of Dr . Stack , and the Sund ay
evening lectures , Sec. conducted by Mr .
Rowe and Djv Carpente r, have been tbe
means of removing- much pr eju d ice, and of
add ing to, the strengt h of the highly re-
spectabl e interest at Bristol. May they
£fo an »»^! ipr« ^per. .

April : i7j 1B13- r
Her. Joh n Rowe - *'¦ 1 1 Jp
Rev . ©r. Oar pfeiiteriUd sahscfip- ;

itlon ' - ¦ ' - ' ¦  v i-  '¦ * -. . -A ^  " l^ i ; l ^ThomBs Mbd^etts' - l - r h" .' *£ t>
rWt^iaeil fca^le - - - \ * ^Akihnr *»afrm*r* ;juri. V̂fk Itow r * ;6 Itl
ftichanfl ^riĝ t -  ̂ - 5 '-* 0
iTrfir dV WSioo* Ritketts . 5 .5 f 0
ThoihwiCasl lc « -^i" ^ ^- ¦/ ' '#/ ¦& '%
Hintori <ea*tle - ^

; '¦- m. ¦ ¦ ¦ & "*• b
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HarTe y and Lang . - - - % 2 O
<To«^ph Davy - - . • 2 % 0
Ad rian Moens - - . 1 1 0
Brooke Smith - - - 1 1 0
J. K. Huberfiel d - - 1 1 0
Joseph Edye - - - 1 1 0
Jacob Ricketts - - - 1 0  0
Henry Ricketts - - - 2 2 0
Josep h Hall - - - 1 1 0
Samuel Hal l - - - 1 1 0
Thomas Mor gan - - 1 1 0
Mrs . Foot - - - - 1 1 0
J ohn Ma.ning -ford - - 1 0  0
G. F. Bmm head - - 1 1 0
Robert Syle - - - 1 1 0
Josep h Hunt , of Exeter. 2d sub-

scrip tion - - - 1 0  0
Ephraii n Bastabl e - • 1 1 0
Francis Allen - • - 1 1 0
Thoma s Andrewe s « • 1 0  0
I»evi Ames - - - 5 5 0
Robert Bruce - - - 1 1 0
Mrs . Pie rce - - - I 1 0
Josep h Mau rice - - «. 1 1 0
William Finn an - - - 1 1 0
Thomas Rankin - - 1 1 0
Joh n Ames - • • 1 1 6
Jame s J ohnson - - - 0 10 6
Willia m Browne - - 0 10 6
Hen ry Rey nell - - • 0 10 6
Edmuncf Butcher - - 0 10 6
Jam es Cox , of Exete r - 1 0 0
John , Ter bury - - • 5 5 0
Frederi ck Savery - « 3 3 0
Joh n Shut e - - ~ 1 1 0
John Wii grht - -  ̂ 2 2 0
Mrs. H art - -  ̂ 1 1 0
Frederick Norton - - 1 0  0
Tifomas Williams - - 1 1 0
Richard Vigor - • - 1 0 0
JHiss Hi lies - - . 1 1 0
Miss Eveleigh - - _ 1 1 0
James Lambert - . 1 1 0
Joh n Woodward - - 4 1 0
Samuel Bryant - - . 6 10 6

£90 10 0

by the public ministry (the law-officers of
the crown) who demanded the condem-
nation . They rested these arg uments on
a regul ation of 1757, which they cited at
the audience as their authority , and which
you will observe renewed the rigou r of the
persecutions agains t the Pro testants , the
exile of their pasto rs, interdicti on of their
assembl ies, the annullin g of their mar *
ria ges, the declaration of bastard y on their
infants , &c. What must we think , in the
age in which we live, of seeing- such atro -
cities dug up from their grave ? No
attem pt is made , it is true , to bring them
a^ain into exercise at the presen t moment,
and the attemp t could not succeed though
made ; but it might be expected that shame
would restrain them from recallin g those
barbarous decr ees, especiall y as by so doing
they violate existing laws, add aim a dir ect
blow at rights consecra ted by the Char ter .

Arti cle 5 of the Charter is thus ex.
pressed :—44 Every man pro fesses bis reli-
gion with equal freedom , and obtai ns for
his worsh ip the- same protecti on.'* It is
evident that , if the Protesta nts can be com.
pelled to put out han gings, then to bend
the knee , See., acts prohibite d by their con-
science, ther e is no longer any tolerati on
in religion, and by degrees we may expect
the revival of former abuses . Attempts of
the same kind appear to have been made
in the whol e of the South , We know of
energetic representations made, addressed
to the governm ent by divers consistories ,
and we think it necessary to display zeal
and firm ness in the delicate * circumstances
in which we ar e, with regard to the con.
cordat. The concordat presente d to the
Chambers , but not discussed , th reatens
us with a revival of all the laws of the
chur chy and you are not ignorant what the
ultra-monta ne party mean by these ex-
pressions . I kno w that some of the pro-
visions of this Charte r may be amended ,
but is it not deplorable , that the idea of
proposin g them should have been enter -
tain ed ? If we shew weakness or indiffer -
ence, can we tell how far our supineness
or want of ener gy may be abus ed in tlie
discussions of the approaching session of
the Chamber s, to extort from them con-
cessions which inay endan ger our liberty
of conscience ?

A peculiar system of mana gement ap-
pears to be adopted by those who move in
these affairs. They appea r to .act in con-
cert , as the same attempts have been made
in dHferen t places . The condemned have
demanded signed copies of their sentences 5they have not received them, and pro bably
never will. This mode of proceeding ap-
pears a tacit confession on the part of the
auth orities that their decision* are not
founded on law* It is to be remark ed like*
wise> tha t though 5^V€ra J Frotot tan U re-
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Miscellaneous.
Persecuti on of the Fr ench Pr otestants.

[Fro m the Times.]
Pri vate Corr espond ence.

Bou rdeaux , Ju ne 17, 181ft.Wb are now very much occupied withan incident which interests the whole ofthe reforme d chur ch of Fr ance . One ofthe deacons of our church has just beencondem ned to pay * &ne hy  the Tribun al ofPolice, for not having decorated the fron t

S

ot bis house with the usual han g-ings,lrin g the procession of the host on Corpushtisti day. This prose cution appears tow a manifest violation of the 5th art icle oftne Charter ; but what appears more sur -
prising still are tye ar gument* employed



sis ted a compliance with the ceremony
above-mentioned , only one (a Swigs pastry -
cook) was pr osecuted , on a belief, pro-
bably, that he was without support : on
the other hand , the Jew s have been per *
seen ted in great numbers ."

THE dissolution of parlia ment presents
the United King dom under an aspect, of
which forei gners can have no idea, but by
an actual visit to the country . The usual
incidents from a lar ge concourse of people
m one place, thou gh not embitte red by
animosity or a riotous spirit , when swelled
out by a French imagination , afford matter
for exclamation against us, as if we were
freed from every restraint of good manners
and civilized life. Instances indeed will
occur , when the passions of men are afloat ,
of individu als actin g in a base manner
against thei r opponen ts : yet these are
very rare , and in general the elections
have been carr ied on with as much de-
coru m as could be expected m the present
very imperfect and very impr oper manner
of takin g the vote*. We»tmin»t er has
been the place , mout noted for outrage ;
but the elector s of Westmi nster ^re not
to bear all the blame, a* proba bly the
xefme of the metro polis were collected

about its husti ngs, and some censu re may
fall on the police for not havin g attended
more to its duty .

The last pa rliament was dissolved in a
very abrupt man ne r by the Prince Regent
ia person. On his ascending the thro ne a
message was sent for the Commons , who
attended with their Speake r at their head :
and he in present ing some bills add ressed
the th rone with the usual expressions of
loyal ty and notices of the proceed ings of
their body. The pri nce then addresse d
both houses : at the conclusion of which
the parliament was declared to be dis-
solved. In consequen ce, the House of
Commons ceased to exist ; the re was vb
Speaker, and they were only pr ivate indi-
viduals. Several of them went bac k how-
ever with the late Speaker to St Stephen**chapel, who took the seat that bad be**
appropriated to hjuv and v was going to
read the speech from the. throne , a* wotrti
have bfen proptr , if therm hid bet* a
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NOTICES .
The annu al meeting of the Unitarian

Tract Society establ ished in Birming ham
for Warwic kshire and the neighbouring
counties , will take place at Wol verham pton,
on Tuesday, Jul y 28. The Rev. Joh n
Kenric k, M. A. classical tuto r at the Man-

chester College, York, has engaged to
preach da the occasion.  ̂ '

The , annual meeting of the Western
Unitarian Society will be held at Ilnrinster ,
on Wednesday the 8th Jul y nex t, the Hev.
Dr. Smith to preach oa the occasion .

j  ^̂ ^ ¦̂ ^ fl tffl ^̂ ^ B^̂ ^̂ î ^̂  * " ¦

The annual meeti ng of the South ern
Unit arian Society will be held at Brighton,
on Wednesday , July 22. The Her . John
Fullagar , of Palgrave , is expected to preach .

THOMAS COOKE , Jun. , Secretar y.

LlTKEARY ,
In the press , the Book of Common

Prayer , and Administration of the Sacra -
ments , and other Rites and Cer emonies of
the Church , according to the use of the
United Chur ch of England and Ir eland :
with Translations into the Greek , Latin ,
Italian , Spanish , French and German lan-
guages . This work will be comprised in
one quarto volume, uniform to a FoJy glott
Bible, also in one quarto volume, now
publ ishing by Mr. Bagster, of Pat ernos ter -
row ; by whom the names of subscriber s
will be received : aud it is hoped that this
publ ication will make the Common Pra yer
stil l more acceptable to the scholar and the
student , and ensure the. approbati on and
encou ragement of the clergy and friends
of tfae Established ' Church * A Common
Prayer , in each of the above langua ges, in
a beauti ful pocket volume , will be* pub-
lished at the same time.

MONTH LY RE TROSPECTof PUBLI C AFFA IRS ;
OR,

The Christian 's Survey of the Political World.

Sir Hum phr y Davy is gone to the Con-
ti nent. Sir Hum phry 's first object is to
assist the miners of Flanders and Germany
in using- his safety lamps for the pre serva -
tion of their lives ; and his second object
to go to Naples for the purpose of app lying
a chemical process to the unrolling the
Herculaiieu m MSS .—His Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, we unders tand, ho-
noured Sir H. Davy with an audience
before his departure , and was graciousl y
pleased to encourage his undertaking, and
afford to it his patronage. His Royal
Highness, we belie ve, has never lost sight
of these interesting remains , and it is sin-
cere ly to be hoped that his enlightened
views and exalted patr onage , brin ging into
acti vity the resources of Bri tish science,
will at length unfold to the literary world
these hidden treasures of Greek and Roman
learnin g.—ilfor?!. Chron.



Hotue of Commons ; bn* oti its . bei ng*
mentioned tbat they were ell there without
author i ty, the gentlemen dispersed , and tbe
speech cannot be entered on tbe minutes
of the late rep resentative body.

This departure from tbe usual custom
has excited much anima d version . Such
an occurrence has not taken place since
the time of Charles the First , who in a
very ungracious manner dismissed once
bis parliam ent , and was afterwards in open
war with his Commons . Since that ti me
the custom has been for the King - to ad-
dr ess tbe two bouses on one day , and
dis solve the parliam ent by pro clamation
on the next. Accor ding- to that mode , tbe
Speaker , on returnin g to tbe Hou se of Com-
mons, bro ught with him \he speech from
the th rone , which was read to it , and
entered upon the minutes , and then tbe
bouse separated . Its proceedings being thus
complete d, they all , on the und erstandin g*
tbat the par liament would be dissolved on
the next day , went to their respective
homes to give an account to their con-
stituen ts of their conduct , and prepa re
themselves for the new elections.

An im pr ovement took place this lime
in the issuing of the writs , on which there
used occasional ly to be much improper
conduct , Ijy tbe writs being ' forwar ded
or delayed for some places, accordin g as it
inî ght suit the pur poses of some favoure d
cand idate. Upon this occasion all the
wri ts were fi rst signed and sealed , and
then sent all togeth er to the post office .
Thus every place recei ved its wri t without
-favour or affectio n in thfc time that tts d is-
tance from tbe metropolis required : and
flue elections for cities and boroug hs being
limited by the time of the recei pt of the
wri ts, th£ elect ions were nea rl y at the
same time th row ghout the kingdom. Tbe
elections for counties necessari ly varied ,
from thei r dependence on the count y
ecturts :

Tbe last act of the last parli ament was
tbe alien bill , whi ch occasioned a vari ety
of difficulties in its passage throu gh the
Houses. Its object evidentl y is to unite
our governmen t with those of the conti nent ,
to keep under surveillan ce those persons
of various king doms , who may be con -
sidered as obnu xious to thei r >i especti ve
heads . I t  is liable to very great abuses ,
/aa individuals may be exposed to private
melice, coverin g* itieif under «ome pub -
lic pretext ; and tbe administration may
be made par ty tfv deeds which they would
^)fe the firs t to abhor. It was found iti the
course of the proceedings on this bill, that
it militate d with a law of Scotland *vnte-
ced«nt to the Uttion , which occasioned a
n&w modification of it After it had gone
th rough most of the form s. This required
te anew bii |, which «wa« carri ed thron gh the
Jiotms with wh«t migtft almost *be styteo"

indecent dispatch : for s«ca a dispatc h is
to be allowed onJ y, wheii injury to the
kingd om might be expected to aris e in
the delay . But as the bill itself is in the
naind s of a grea t number of persons by mo
means necessary , or rathe r is alien to our
constitution , any particular hurry in favour -
ing'its progress can scarcel y be allowable.
However so it was . It received the royal
sanction , and aliens are now completel y
at tbe mercy of the ministers.

«Sir Franc is Buraett introduced his
measure for the reform of parli ament .
The basis of it is the extension of the
ri ght of suffr age, and the shortenin g of
the duration of parl iaments . The opinion
of the house was decisi ve .upon his plan ,
for he had no one to support him but
his colleague in the representation of
Westminster , who seconded bis motion.
In the debate s the idea of universal suf-
fr age was treat ed with great contem pt,
and strange insinuation s were thrown out
against the shortening of tbe duration of
parliaments . The speakers on ibis occa-
sion seemed to have forgotten , that for
about th ree hundred years no one par -
liament existed for a year , and there were
frequent instances of moae than one par-
liament holden within the year. The pre-
sent system of septennial pa rliaments took
its rise only at tbe accession of the present
rei gning family to the throne : and if
circumstan ces at its orig in might justify
the extension of the duration of the exist-
in/g* pa rliament , experienc e has shewn, that
its continuance lias been injuri ous to tbe
liberties of the country . In fact , tbe
House of Commons has since tbat time
been graduall y estrang ing itself more and
more from the people : and it could not be
otherwise , for tbe members elected for so
long a time form a species of peti te noblesse,
and not bein g* accountable till a remote
day to their constituents , they are inclined
to act mor e as the masters of than the
attor neys, accordin g to the old language ,
for thei r const ituents .

On the extension 'Of the light of »utfrage
one would thi nk that tkere oowld be only
one opinion . For it was never in the
contem plation of any on*e, that the House
of Commons should be in its pres ent state.
Time, 'the great innovato r, 'has introdu ced
its usual chan ges in the state of cities,
towns and borou ghs, reducing in a con-
sider able deg*ree the population of some
places , «and foi others annihilat ing it alto-
gether , in grantin g to a ^place the Wight
or privilege of sendin g rep resenta tives to
parlia ment, it was not on *fc©coiM»t of
atones , or brdc4tŝ  or ^irees, tlna * 'wright
have %een mi that ^l«<-e, 'but :in;^oihi»c-
qiiei^e of 'the people ¥hat arihtfb ited it :
Btnd when tbe people disetpp^nred, »it was
natural thai Hie vepretfetrtat ion -Bhoi^d
vme*. JBat this dM ntK ^surt the -v^etvŝ f
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^the proprietor of the place : as "by retain -
ing 3lie privilege lies could npttt ji rtate tw$'
members to parl iamen t, andthus rbake hi mi-
self equal in consequence ; lo a county, and
his boroug h becam e the foundation of in -
creasi ng consequ ence to himsel f. To re ine&f
ihis evident abus e ought to be the :ftrst ojri ect
of tlie re presenta tive boij , for at set of men
are thus int roduced into tlie House of Con}-
mons to vote away the public niaoey, from
which th ey take care to secure no small
advan tage to themselves . The grievance
is now seen in its full extent j it is per-
fectly/well understood 5 and If it should be
perm itted to conti nue, it is evidently a mis-
nomer to speak of the House of Commons
as a true representati ve of the people. It is
a representati ve of a very smal l Vody of the
people; and in this small body the pr opor-
tion of individual s command in g votes, is
such, that they materially inte rfere with
the rights of the crown,, the peerage ,, and
the people. The question will be brou g ht
up agai n in the ensuing parliament , in
which it will be seen how far the inte rest
of the boro ugh-holders is supe rior to the
general sentiment.

A cause has been tried in the courts of
law of great importance to the public. It
will be recol lected , that a pers on naming a
forged note in bis possession , which he
had take n in the way of trad e, was by the
bank brought before a mag istrate , and. on
his refusal to surr ender it, committe d to
prison. He has. broug ht his action for
false impri sonment , and obta ined consider -
able dama ges : the jud ge having repro-
bated in stro ng* colours the conduct used
towards him upon this occasion. This
fril l be a salutary lesson to the bank ,
"whose proceedings wit h respect to forged
notes should be watched with a carefu l
eye. The libert y of the subj ect must not
Le sacrificed to the inte rests, whate ver they
may be, of a commer cial body.

France is likely to open a scene of
some importance to the reli gious world.
The old Jaws respecting* Prot estafl Is are
well k nown , but , they slept durin g* the
time of the republic and the late emperor ;
and it was supposed that they were com-
pletely abro gated by the Char ter. A dis-
position has manifested itself of reviving
them, and subjectin g Protestants to ancient
restraints . The sectaries of the Bo wish
persu asion have a grand festival every year
under the name of FUe de J> ieu9 festival of
Ood , on which day the cross, the mass, the
images of the moth er of God, and the
sai nts, are paraded through the streets in
solemn processi on. In fact , it is a heath enish
rit e fa all intent * and purp oses ; a^d the
zealou« sectar ians declare their approb at ion
of it, not only by wnlkiag i* H* hwt in
ador ning their houses in evvry manner

possible accordin g to their" circumstances ,
t<* •! $»<£¥ iBei* ̂ |re |ce jfe! 

^
tgause,

wtii eh ite;¦ iojj> tiji|r in^tb^k countries . To
suet* a prwessioB, it is evident that Pro .
testants cannot giTe their countenance , and
where they live they have contented them-'
selves with staging witbin theii r houses ,
wh ich of cou rse displayed none of those
marks brou ght forward by their neigh-
bours. -A deacon of one af the Protestant
chin ches was in this , situa tion, and be was
jjrq iight before ilie cour ts for &e aiFeace of
not decor atings hi <> bouse, and fined acco*«J~
ing-iy. This %has produced a great sen*&«
tici«, and if it 5s allowed in this manner
to attack the Fr -otesta nts, there cannot he
a doubt that the canqw^i ing- par ty will
purs ue their triump hs, and the tolera tfoj i
allowed by the Charter v will exist only;in
n^Kje. How fai: pur court will interfere ,
time will shew 5 but the *ocieti$& *n Eng-
lane), which were on th ? alert on J&& f ormer
at ta cks against the Pr otestants inf |he South
of Fr ance , will ftot , weare per ^uacl^d, ale«p
on this occasion, They may do touch good
both by open retnon ^trance and hy the as-
sistan ce they may be enabled to render to
the persecut ed. ; .

The late r 1 ntclligence fronj , tlie Spanish
colonies Is much more favourable $9 thi
cause of independence than that whicli
preceded it. But we must wait some time
for a clear detail of the tran sactions from
the Spanish Main to the ri ver Or onooka.
Ther e is every reason to believe that the
royal cause is very much br oken, and in ft
slior l time its flag* will disappear from that
region . If, however, the success of inde-
pendence is doubtful in that quarter, to
the south of Ameri ca the pr ptpect is more
cheering, and the ba.n|cs of £a Plata seem
to be entir ely removed from all dange r
from the mother country . A report lias
been spr ead , that Monte Video, which is At
present a bone of conten tion between Spain
^iid Port ugal, is to be put unde r the Eng-
lish dag, till affairs in that quarte r awe
bette r settled y  huf it ma.y fee yery much
doubte d whether such an inter ference on
our part can be attended with any beneficial
consequences. The holy alliance finds
ioine difficult y in the arrangemen t of thejse
matters , and the nati ves will trouble them -
selves little wi th the result of their confer -
ences . A few years more will shew >tbe
flags of .vario us independent Amer ican
State s floating - on the Atlantic , an<t$j ^un
may then look to its *>wa reaoufe es «* home,
and harin g* banished bigotry and the iaa*ii~
sition , may become much happier from the
produce of its own soil and its own industry
tha n from the g-old and jewels exported f rom
its distant subje cts, so lcm^ kept baek afi der
the g-rievous weigiit n( ignoimn ^emnd *«per-
stit ioii.
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The Theological and Miscellaneous
Work * of Josep h Priestley , LL . B. F. R. S.
Vol. V.

Historical Memoirs of the Church , of
France , in the reigns of Louis the XlVt h,
XVth , XVIth and the French Revolution .
By Charles Butler , Esq., of Lincol n's In n.

The Sacred and Indefeasi ble Rights of
the Clergy Examined , Recognised and
Vindicated The Ori gin, Moral Obli gation
and Policy of the Law of Tythes inquired
into ; with a Plan for relieving the People
from the Burdens imposed upon them by
&e Church , without seriou s Injury and
Inconvenience. 3*.

Victory over the Worl d, th roug h Faith
in Jestis , the Son of God. A Sermon at
the Unitarian Chapel , Artillery Laue , Lon-
don, Wednesday ^ May 13, 1818, before the
Unitarian Fund Society. By N. Philipps,
I >.D. 12mo.

Uniiarianism the only Religion that can
become Universal . A Discourse , on Sun-
day Evening , A priV 19, 1818, in . the Uni-
tarian Chapel , Renshaw Street , Liverpoo l.
With Notes and an Appendix . By George
Harris. 8vo. •¦ ' • ; .

The True Inte rests of Religion Con-
sidered. A Sermon before the Annual
Assembly of General Baptists at the Chapel
in Worshi p Street , May 13, 1818. By
David Eaton . 8vo. Is . 6d.

Two Discourse s : 1. On the F.itness and
Pro priety of the Gospel Dispensation being*
intro duced throug h the medium of the Man
Christ Jesus. 2. On the Foundation ,
Natur e and Proper Expre ssions of Love to
tfce Lord Jesus Christ. Preached at the
Sixth Annual Meeti ng* of the Association
of Scotisb Unitarian Christians , at Glas-
gow, April 26, 1818. By William Turner .
12mo.

Comm unications have been received from Mr. Herbert ; W. H. j F» K.; P. G e;
X.; E,; Mr. Yeates ; W. P. ; A Constant Reader ; J. D. B. C,; J . T. C ; Fre e
Thinkin g Christian ; M. H. ; Philalethes ; and An Unitaria n at Heart .

We have also received Mr. Holders Memoir of the late Rev. Caleb Flemin g*, and the
Letter and Ex trac t from Chester. *

The Communication from Edinb urgh was printed before the second lette r came {o
hand .
. K.'s paper cannot be found, and we believe was never delivered to the fc nbJiBhe rs.

The Editor hopes to be able henceforward to resume the various preparati ons for the
Monthly Reposito ry, which he has been lately constra ined to neglect.

An Essay on the Attributes of Sata n ;
viz. the Nature and Extent of bis Power ,
his Sabtlety , fi is Mali g-nity , has Ubiquity
and his Misery . 52s.

A Descri ption of Greenland . By Haas
Efrede, who was for twenty -fire years a
Missionary in that country . A new editioc ,
with an Histori cal Introduction , and & Life
of the Author , map and engravings . 12s.

The Polemical Cont est betwixt the Right
Rev. the Lord Bishop of Lincol n, and the
Rev. Thomas Scott , Rector of Aston Sand-
ford, Bucks/ on the subject of Calvinism ,
Referred to his Honour the Worshi pful
Christian Common Sense. Esq. 5s.

Church -of-Englandum and its Cate -
chism Examined : preceded by Strictures
on the exclusionary System as pursued in
the Nat ional Society's Schools ; inter -
spersed with Parallel Views of the English
and Scotish Established and Non-Esta -
blished Chur ches : and concluding with
Remedies proposed for Abuses indicated $
and an Exam inati on of the Parliame ntary
System of Church Reform latel y pursued ,
and still pursuing ; including the propose d
New Churches. By Jeremy Bentham , Es<|,
Bencher of Lincoln 's Inn , and late of
Queen 's College, Oxfo rd , M. A. 20s.

Sermon s on the Nature , Offices and
Characte r of Jesus Cbrist. By the Rev.
T. Bowdler , A, M. 8ro. 14a. J boards.

The Philosophical Librar y j being a Cu-
rious Collection of the most Rare arid
Val uable Manuscri pt and Pri nted Works ,
both ancient and modern , which treat of
Mor al, Met aphysical , Theological, Histo-
ri cal and Philoso phical Inquiries afte r
Trut h. Vol. 1. By Josep hus Tela. 8vo.
15s. 6&:

Don't Despai r : a Tale. By Wm, Bec ^n .
Dedicated to the British aud Forei gn SchooJ
Society . ls.6d.

NEW PUBPCATIONS IN THEOLOCPY
> AND GEJVERAL LITERAT URE.

CORRESPO NDENCE.




