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Lz:ﬁﬂf Joﬁn Biddle, by Anthomf Wood,
”m Atlumw Oxomemes, 1602.

| Clapton,

$m. Maqsl, 1818.
I AM aware that the circumstances
. of Biddle’s Life must be well
kngwn to most of your readers, by
several biographical accounts of him,
and especially by Dr. Toulmin’s Re-
view of his Life and Character. Yet
1 have supposed that the Article Bid-
dle, in the Athene Qxonienses of his
contemporary Wood, may be a docu-
ment worthy of your preservation.
1 have, therefore, sent it, verbatim,

supplying some farther information,

in notes, chleﬂ{"from « A Short Ac-
count of the Life of John Biddle,
M. A., some time of Magd. Halj,

Oxon,” which is prefixed to hns pieces, -

in the first volume of quarte tracts,
1891, and appears to have been first
written in Latin, by Mr. Farrington,
of the Inner Temple. My edition of
Wood, whose few notes 1 have distin-
guished by his initial, is that published
by himselfin 1692. The Life of Biddle
may be eaxil dwnded into two parts,
the ﬁr&t cong iy“dmg with the decling of
the Presbyterian influence in the Long
Parliament, which produced an abate-

ment of rehgmus persecution.
J. T. RUTT.

JOHN BIDDLE, or Biddellus, as
he is by some autbors wntten, son of
Edward Biddle, a tailor, * was born
at Wotton-under-edge, in Gloucester-
shire, baptized on the 14th of January,
1615, and afterwards being a youth
of great hopes, was, by the benevo-
lence and exhibition of George Lord
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* He “ wasof a middlg s‘ort‘of yeomen,
ard also dealt in woollen olothes.”” He
appears to have died befare his son’s re.
meval to callege, ‘where Johu Biddle is
said to have given ¢ dutiful assistance to

his. mather, hecoma a widaw » . Shert
VOL. xur oY

Juvenal.

his age, being nat of ten years,

Berkeley, * educated in gra.mmar
learnipg in the Free-school theve, by

John Ruwg' and John Turner, sucées-

sive masters thereof. Under the Jast
he made so great proficiency in his
studiea, that he Englished Virgils

Bucolics and the two ﬁrst Satires of
Both which were printed
at London, in 1634, in 8vo. and dedi-

cated to John Smith, of Nibley Y, in

the said county, Esq., Zﬁecamus of the

Wottonian Muses.~ In the begnmi g
of that year 1 (bavmg, a little bheél
composed and recited, before a
auditory, an elaborate orationin Latm»
for the gracing the funeral of an ho- .
naourable school-fellow), he was en-
tered a student of Magd. Hall, and
for a time, if I mistake not, was at
unider the tuition of John Oxenbri |
a person then roted to be of no good
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e Who,m respect to the early blossqm,
of 8 rare wit, great probity and  ingenuity
in aur young schalar, conferred upon him

saaas o

the exbibition of £10 per annum, among

other theé poorer scholars; although by
he was
not quahﬁed, according to common meé-
thad, for thai dopation. And this favour,
it seems, added greater vigour and. ipdos-
try ta the youth’s studies ; for, mfter this,
he did net only with ease surpass thase his
school-fellows of the same rank, but, in

time, even outryn hjs instruetions, and
became tutor to himself.”” Skart Accomw,

4. .
¥ 4+ It was 1632, fon, according ta ,the
Short dccount, * the want of fit teaching
on the one hand, and the bepefit of that
exhibition on the other, or, perheps, ‘the
want of fit provisions far a smdgat in. the
University, detained him longer in that
school, than was otherwise for his improve-
ment ; for here he. continued till he was
sbout seventeen yosrs of aga.” dbdid. p, 4

1 In she astimatian of Church and ngx.
Wood says, thet John Okenhridge ¢ be-
came a commonger-of Linc. Coll. in'1623,
sged. oighiecen yemrs, mud  thange trans-

‘latmg himnelf. to Moci Hally teak the
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Before -he had taken the degree of
Master- of Arh, (being about that -
time a tutor in the said Hall,) he was
invited to.take upon him the care of
teac.hmg the school wherein he had
‘been - educated, - by - the - overseers-
thereof, but refused it; and after he
had completed the said degree, which
was in 1641, he became master of
Crypt School, 1' within the cnty of

i oL

degrees in arts, and soon after became a
futor there: but being found guilty of a
strange, singnlar and superstitious way of
-dealing with his schdlars, by persnading
and causing some of them to subscribe, as
votaries, to several articles framed by him-
- self, as he pretended for their better go-
.vernment, as if the statutes of the
. wherein he lived, and the authority of the
‘t‘ben present. government, were not suffi-
cxent he was distutored in the month of
‘May, 1634 He retired to” Bermuda
il 1641 ‘when' he' returned and became
Fellow of Eaton. On the Restoration he
‘went to Berwick, ‘“ where the Act of Con-
 formity snlenbed him, an. 1662.
-wards-he went to the West Indies. Having
received a call, he went to-New England, i
where ¢¢ he dled -at Boston, in.1674.”
& In the charch or chapel belongmg to
"Eaton College, was a monument with a
large canting inscription set up by this
D. O‘:enbudge, for his first wife, Jane
Butler, wherein, it is said, that while “he
‘preached dbnoad she would preach and
‘hold forth in tbe house. But the said
inscription or epitaph giving great offence
to the- Royalis€s - at the restoration of King
‘Charles T1., they caused 1t to be daubed
‘or covered over with paint.” Athen. Ozon.
11. 391, 392. Mr. Oxenbridge, on his
e;e('iment  went to Surinam, and- from
‘thence, in 1667, to ‘Barbadoes.” ‘He ap-
.pears to-have prOJected the christianizing
of the natives, for among his few publica-
tions is ¢ A Pmposnmn of Propagating
the Gospel by Christian Colonies, in the
LContitient of Guiana.” See Calamy s Ae-
count, p. 110.  Noncon. Mem d. 2, 1.
pp. 299, 300.

¥ ¢ He proceeded M A. with good
applause,- and was reckoned among those
‘of his rank, that did in an especial manner
‘commend the learning of that -academy.
‘Here he did so phllosophwe, as‘it might
‘be observed, he was determined more by
reason than authomy “however, in d*ivine

things he did' not much dlssent from the

common doctrine, as ‘may- be collected
from a little  tract ‘he wiote agmnst dan-
,émg‘ " Short Account, p. 4.

4" Attached: to the Church of Sz. Mary
de Cyipt, “ ‘free-school, erected by. Mls

'they

place

- After-
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Gloucester, where, for a time,-he was
muchiesteemed for his dlhgence in his

- profession, severity of manmers and

N - v W

sanctity of life.
"At length the nation being brought
into confusion- by the restless -Presbs—
terians, the Sald city garrisoned. for
the use of the parliament, and every.
one vented his or their opinions as
pleased, he began to be free of
his discourses of what he had studied
there at leisure -hours, concerning the
Trinity, from the holy Scriptures,
having not then, as he pretended, con-
versed with Socinian books, But the
Presbyterian party, then prevalent
there, having notice of these matters,
and' knowing full well what mischief
he might do among lis disciples, the
magistfate summoned him to appéar
before him; and” after several inter-
rogatories, a formi of confession, under
three heads, was proposed to him to
make, which he accordingly did, May
2, 1644, but not altogether in the
words prOposed Which™ matter giv-
ing then no- satrsfactlon, he “maide
another "confession in the same month
more evident than the former, to avoid
the danger of imprisonment,’ which
was to follow if he should deny it. *

S

e ——.

Cooke,' who endowed the master with £~,10
per ann. if a priest, and £9- a-year if a
layman.”  Mag. Britan. 1720, 1I. pp.

767, 768, It was, ¢ upon amp]e recomn -
mendatlons of the University,”” Biddle
was appointed to this office by the magis-
trates of Gloucester. ¢ At his approach
thither he was met and recelved ‘by then:
with much joy and honour. - Neither did
he deceive their expectations—whilst he
discharged that employment with such
skill and faithfulness, that they thought
themselves not a little happy in that behalf,
who counld commit their sons to his in-
struction.” Whence' it came to pass, that

‘not so much by the salary, which' is not

great, but by the gratuities of parents, he
reaped considerable profits.””  Siort A'c—
count, p. 4.

¥ ¢ Diligently reading the Holy Sonp—
ture, (for Socinian books he had - read
none,) and fervently imploring Dnvn_r_!e_nl‘
lumination, he perceived the common doc-
trine concermng the holy 'l‘nmty was not
well grounded in revelation, ‘much-less in
reason. And- being as gcnerous in speak-
ing; as free in judging, he did, as'oc¢ca-
sion oﬂered ‘discoveér his reasons of* ques-
tioning i :which some’ zealots: not: being

able to bear, they accused . hm\ to the ma-
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Afterwirds being more: satisfied in
his mind. by reading-various: authors,

he.drew.up: several arguments against -
. of the -

the. - generally-received deity
Holy Ghost; which'heintended shortly
after-to.print; but being betrayed by
one, whom he took :to be ‘his. sure
friend, who had, as it seems, a copy
of.them,. he acquamted the magistrate

and: . parliament committee, then in

the. said city, of the matter. Where-
upon, after they-. had perused them,
they. committed the author, then la-
bouring under a fever, to the common
goal there, on the 2d of December,
1645, -to remain in that: place till the
Parliament * should take cognizance
of. the .matter..
of note, dwelling. in Gloucester, who
had.a respect for Biddle, (for the truth
is; €xcept his opinions, there was little

.or nothing blame-worthy in hlm,) he

procured ‘his liberty, by giving sure-

ties for his appearance when it should

]ease the Parliament to send for him.

-About. the month of June, in 1646,

the learned Usher, Primate of Ireland,

travelled through that city in. his

way to ' L.ondon, and having before
hea.-x‘d of, spak‘e‘to,’ and, us_ed ‘him ‘with

gistrates, of heresy in that pomt bef'ore-

whom he exhlbned in wutmg' this con-
fession :

¢ May 2,.1644.

1. I beheve “that there is but one Inﬁ-_

nite and 'Almighty Essence, called God.

¢ 2. I believe that as there is but one

Infinite:and Ahmghty Essence, so there is
bat.one person in ‘that essence.

€ 3. I beliéve that our Saviour Jesus
Christ is truly God, by bemg truly, really
and properly umted to the only person of
the Infinite and Almighty Essence.’

¢. But when this did not satisfy the ma-
gistrates, but they did still press upon him
to-acknowledge thrée persons in the Divine
Essence,- and he,- it ‘seems, knowing that
the word persons, when ascubed to God,
is taken both.by the ancient fathers and by
modern writers, in various sngmﬁcatlons

did, about fourteen days after, confess that

there .are three in thatone Dwme Essence
commonly térmed persohs

- By this it ‘appears;’ ‘that how d:stmct
soever be might be in his conceptions con-
cermng» the 'l‘rnmty, yet ‘he€ was not deter-
minate : c:nough’ 1‘n his? bxpressmg of tbat
matteryFas- be bcuamé*hm long after
Slzort Accoun{

%1 ¢¢ Whjsh m'as thzh mﬂaumd with G’e~
neva: Zewl: against; *sué!x ’hgreﬁ!c! 2 Ibz'd,
p. 5. a.,f,“ffv""? ¢t

But :a .certain person
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all fairness and pity, as well as with -

'strenth ‘of : arguments, : to : convince

him .of -his dangerous error, telling
him:that either he was in a damnable
error, or:else that the whole church
of Christ, who had in all ages weor-
shiped :the Holy Ghost, had been
guilty of idelatry: -but Biddle, who
had little to say, was no whit moved
either by the learning, gravity, piety
or zeal of that good Archbishop, but
continued, as lt is said, obstinate.
After :het:h'ad remained about -six
months: at -liberty. in . Gloucester, he
was cited to Westminster to make his
defence; but being put off by the
Parhament to a committee 1o be ex-
amined; his crime was by them laid
closely to his: charge. The crime he
denied not, and desired withal that -
some. theologlst whom they should
appoint, might dispute with him com
cerning -that criminal matter in hand:
But it being delayed from day to.day,
Biddle desired * a certain kmght (Sir
Hen. Vane) of that ‘committee that

- his cause might be heard or he set at

liberty.. The Knight proposed it and
sbewed himself a ‘friend: to' Biddle,
who  thereupon was confined - “more
close than before. ¥ -

- Whereupon .came. put his book for
the satisfaction of all people, with this
title :—‘¢ Twelve Questions or Argu-
ments .drawn .out::of the .Séripture;
wherein the commonly-received opi-
nion touching the Deity of the Hol
Spirit, is clearly and fully refuted.
Printed 1647,m quarto. Before Wthh
is printed a Letter tending to the said
purpose, written to the said Sir Henry\
Vane, a member of the House of Com-
mons: and at the end is “ An Exposition
of five principal Passages of the Scrip-
ture, alleged by the Adversaries to
prove the Deity of the Holy Ghost.” {
These, 1 say, bemg pubhshed ‘and
making a great noise in the world,
the author was summoned to appear
4t the bar of the House of Commons,
and bcmg asked whether he owned
that book; or ZTwelve Queatwns, &e.
and the opinions theréin, he answered
Yea, and. that they were his: where-
upon .beingvsremit'(ed' to . his pr’isb’n’,

| » In Lettcr dated Apnl l 1647 Short

A ccount, pp 12—186.

His’ ¢ restralnt contmued fdr Iive

| yéa‘rs gnming," rbid. pi 6

t “Unit: Tract.c, Vol X - "+ iy
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they ordered, on the 6th of September,
1647, that the said book, blasphemous
against the deity of Christ, be called
- in and burnt by the hand of the com-

mon hangman, and that the auathor
be examined by the committee of
plundered ministers : both which were
done, viz. the book burut on the 8th
of the same month, and he examined. *
While these things were in doing, the
book veunded so fast, that the same
year it was printed again in 8vo.
and afterwards answered by Matthew
Poole, M. A., of Eman. Coll. in Cam-
bridge, in his Plea for the Godhead of
the Holy Ghost, &c. + |

Soon after, or at the same time,
was published of Biddle’s writing,
« A Confession of Faith touching the
Holy Trinity according to the Scrip-
ture.” Lond. 1648, 8vo. [t consisis
of seven articles, each of which i
confirmed all along by subjoined
proofsand reasonings on themj -which,
for the most part, tend te disprove
the deity of our Saviour. Before the
said Confession is put a Prefaceagainst
the Holy Trinity ; and about the same
time came out, of our Awsthor's coms
position, o
- 4 The Testimonies of Irensews, Jus-
tin Martyr, Tertullian, Novatianus,
Theophilus, Origen, (whe lived in
the two first centuries after Christ
was bern, or thereabouts,) as ako of

¥ Sec Whitelocke’s Mem. 1682, pp. 270,

A 4 Natthew Pole or Poole, M. A., of
Emanuel College, - He was minister of St.
Michael’s in Le Querne, in London, from
whence, ' being
‘un. 1662, he set himself 10 the writing of
those adniirable and vseful books, entitled
¢ Synopsis Criticornm Bibliorom,” &e.
The two first volumes of which were printed
at London, 1669, and three more after-
wards, besides one in English, all in folio.
He hath also written, ¢ The Blasphemer
slain with the Syord of the Spirit; ora
Plea for the Godhead of the ’Holy"ého_st,,.
wherein the Deity of the Spiritis proved
aguinst the cavils of John Biddle.' Lond.
1654, T2mo.”* " Athen. Oxon. M. T06.
- Weoot mentions another eoppoment of
Piadle, “ William Russel, edneated in the
grammar 8chool of Wotton-under-edge,”
whp,* ¢ became master of the Pablic Col-
Yege School, in the city-of Gloucester.”

He publislied ‘¢ BAao@yuonrosigs, The
ﬁ61£ “Ghost Vit dica\teg{* .8ve. %yiagn'
against John Biddle.” J&id. TI. 150.

ejected for monconformity,

Life of Jehn Bidile, by Anthony Wood.

Arnobius, Lactantius, &e., [ Eusebius,
Hillary and Brightman,] concerning
that pne God and the Persons of the
Holy Trinity, together with observa.
tions on thesame.” Printed in 8vo.*
Upbn the coming out of which things,
the Assembly of Divines, sitting at
Westminster, made their endeavours
to the Parliament, that he might suf.
fer death in the month of May, 1648,
but what hindered it 1 cannot tell,
unless it was the great dissension that
was then in the said Parliament: +
however, his coufinement was made
close. | | L S

. Some time after the publication of
Biddle's first book, it happened-that
John Cloppenburch, D.D. and Pro-
fessor in the University of . Frisie,
{Friesland,] was at Bristow, in Eng-
land, where meeting with William
Hamilton, a Scot, lately Fellow of
Alls. Coll. in Oxon. the said William
did not ondy then furnish him with a
copy of that book, but debated the
controversy with him. = Afterwards
upon the return of Cloppenburch te
bis own country, he did excellently
well answer it in Latin, which he had
translated  (so muach as he answered)
in a small treatise, entitled ¢ Vindicie
pro Deitate Spiritiis Sancti, adversus
Prewmatomechum Johan. Bidellum
Anglum, I printed at Franeker, 1652,

* The whale of these Tracts were re-
printed 1691. .See Uait. Tracts, Vol. 1.
4 % 'The Assembly of Preshyterian Di-
vines—solicit the Pacliament, in whuse
hands was ihe supreme power at that time,
ammcqrq A Draconick ordinance (May 2,
1648) for indicting the punishment of death
upon those that beld opinions coutracy to
the Presbyterian points shout the Trinity

‘and ather doctrines, whom they named bias-

phemaers and heretics, and severe penalties
u‘(lb:m those that differed in lesser matters.
This seemed a damnatory sentence against
Mr. Biddle, which there was no escape
from. But it pleased the A&lmighty to
make way for him, by a dissension in the
Parliamentitsedf; to the better part whereof
the army joined its power, as for other
reasons, so for that there were in it many,
both offivers and. soldiers, 'liable to the
seventies of  that wmentioned ordinence,
which, therefore, from that time for divera
yvem: lgy unregarded.”” Shert. A cceund
pp- 5, 6. e
_§ Tho Deity of the Holy Spiwit vindi-

; agwingt that Spiris-opposery Jobhn

Biddle, an Englishman.
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guarto.. Jt must also be noted, that
upon the publishinjg of the said book
of Biddle, (I mean his Twelve Ques-
tions,) Samuel Maresius, D.D. * and
chief professor of that faculty at Gro-
niugen, did take occasion (in his Epist.
Ped. before his first vol. prmted at
Groning. an.. 1651, quarto, entitled
Hydra Socinianismi, written against
Joh. Volkelius and Jo. Crellius,) to
give this account of the growth of
Socinianism: Vigesimus jam preteriit

annus ex guo pestzleutwszma hee nutrix,

viz. Socinianismus in Sarmaticis palu-
dibus primum nata, ca
per Germaniam, ac Belgiam wostram
stbilis et halitn fedissimo grassata,
eliam tetrum suuwm viras superdto oce-
ano intulit in Angliam, in qul tristi
koe tempore dzcztm' tncredibiles pro-
gressus fecisse, &c. ¥ “As for the Con-
fession of Faith, - &c., before-men-
tioned, it was examined and confuted
by Nich. Estwick, Rector of Warkton,
in Northamptonshire, in 2 book pub-
lished by him in quarto, an. 1656:

which being dedicated to Edward
Lord Mwontague, of Boughton, he
takes occasion ‘to say, that * Biddle’s
writings have not been enctosed within
the confines of our nation, but have
taken thelr wings and have fled be-
vond tlie seas, to the disrepatation of
our dear country, in the Reformed

Churches, insomuch that Maresius,

Professor of Divinity at Groningen,
i3 bold to avouch, {1 cannot say either
traly or charitably,) that Sociniari~m
hath fixed its sea't here in England,
and displayed openly the banners of
its implety.” The said Estwick also
had_ S0MeE years be!’ore, treld forth an
antidote against the poison of Biddle's
““Twelve A rgumentsagainst the Delty
of the Holy Ghost.” Since which,

as it is usual in deeeivers, (so Estwick
words 1t,) Bnddle grew ‘worse and.

R Samuei des Muntx, who - died in
1673, aged 74. He wrote against Cathe-
hes, Soecinisus amd Grotius. See Nouv.
6Dsu.-t 1772, I‘V 3‘& Biog. Diet. 1X.

1 Twent y years lmve now pessed siace
that foul nurse of pestilence, Socininniem,
born in the Sarmatian marshes, reared its
head, and prowling_through Germanf and
‘our Belgia, with its bisses and noxiouns
breath, uu ed the mischieyous poison
over ﬂhh en mib | Jlﬁna , where o theéie
_evil-fimes e antd: wvtmﬂe mcredible
progrews..

“Mr. Peter Gunning, *

ut erexit, el
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worse, and levied his - forces agamst-
the holy Trinity, snd published, not-
wnthstandmg, other- matters replen-

, lshed with Socinian tenets.

Our author Biddle continued et in
restraint, and none of the Assemb!y |
durst - venture to give him a visit,
either out of (hanty or to convince
him of his érrors; nor indeed any
divine of note of fthe other rty, only

who ﬁad several
fiiendly- conferences with him. At .
length, some of the laity of London,
and others of the (ountrv would come
fo him, either to see or converse with
him; who, being taken with his reli-
gious discourse and saint-like conver- -
sation, a certain justice of peace of
Staffordshire prevailed so far with: his
keeper, that, upon security gnvenfor
his appearance upon the least sum-
mons, he should be surrendered up to
him. Whereupon he was conveyed
into Staffordshire, and not only made
by him his chaplain, but also preacber’
ofa church there. t. ‘

‘These matters soon after bcmg
known at Londen, John Bradshaw,
President of the Council of State, his
capital enemy, sent a. messenger for;
and committed him moreclose than be-
fore. Soon afterthe said Jjustice of peace
died, and left Biddle 'a considerable
legacy, butin a short time devoured
by the frequent paying of the fées of
a prisoner. 1 So 1hat being in a man-
ner reduced to great indigeuce, he was
employed by Roger Duniel, a printer
of London, te correct the Greek Ver-
sion of -the Septuagint of the Old
Testament, which he was about most
accurately to publish: and this he
did, knowing fuill well that Biddle was
an exact Grecian, and had time enough
to follow it. 'Which employment, ind
another in private, did gain him, for
a time, a comfortable subsls!ence.§ .

| (To be continned. ) |

* He became Bishop of Fly, and ditil’
1684. See Shore Aeconnt p- 6.

1+ Thid. ‘ |

1 ¢ He mpent even dl dis subutance, in:
somuch that instead »f .an. oulmary for
repast, which he eould naot pay fox, he was
glad of the cheapey support of drinking »
draught of xmlk fram the oew, mtm-g
and evenmgx Jbid. .

« Beir slso most accepubh o, J.

Biddi;, becave his delight was in the lpw
of God o I‘m T

A s .
D (Y
*—‘ ”
4
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ORIGINAL LETTERS

-—-—-——-

SIR, - . Mey 2 1818.

PREVIOUb to my pubhshmg the
volume of Posthumous - W orks
of the late Robert Robmson, of Cam-
brxdge, a few years since, I made every
inquiry in my power after his remain-
ing sermons, letters, &c.; but notwith-
standmg my endeavours, several of
them were not received till some time
after the publication of the volume
above-mentioned. ' As it is improbable
that what remain will ever be pub-
lished collectively, it is my intention
to send to your Repository two or
three of his letters, in my possession,
and, if I can,
who have others, to send them also.
I am persuaded that there are very few
of your readers who will not be both
entertained and edified in perusing
these effusions of a man, of whom the
Christian world in general, and his
own denomination in particular, were
‘¢ not worthy;’ but of whom, when
{ consider the peculiar excellencies of
his life, his character, and his writings,
I am apt to exclaim in the language

of Horatio, concemmo Hamlet :—

¢ He was a man, ‘take him for all in all
We shall not look upon his like again.’

The following . letter,  your readers
will perceive, refers to a subject which
has .thrown .some -of your learned
Conespondents, as it has many others,
learned and unlearned, into Aot water!

B. FLOWER..

To H. K. Esg.

’ Clhesterton, Mayrch 12
My pear Mr. K.

......No! T have written that
line too quick: you are none of my
dear Mr. K.=—you are become another
man. You resemble my violets this
cold, frosty morning:—rviolets inshape
and colour, but not in scent; for the
frost has nipped them, checked their
perspiration, and they emit none of
their fragrant eﬂluvm - What, in the
name of. goodness, ails you, that you
never write? . Do you run' poor?
Are..all .your members of - parliament
dead ? ¢ Are you afraid of interrupting
me, now that I have nothmg to.do?
The limitition of frankmg has beéen a
great blessmg to me, for it has checlged
a boundléss correspondence with e

» 1787.

prevail on the parties

about Tobit and his do_q, but you are
one of the correspondents whom I
wished to preserve ; not.for your sake,
be it kiiown to you, but for our own;
for your letters used to give us so much
pleasure, without any mixture of pain,
that we broke open the seal, in confi-
dence of the same success as follows
opening an aromatic box of perfume:
the house was filled with the odour
of the ointment. And what was there
in it? Nothing but—-—-frlendshlp’ but
divine frlendbhlp,

¢« Was like the oil, supremely sw eet,
On Aaron’s revenend heaa:

The tnckhng drops perfum’d his feet,
And o’er his garment spread

Last. year, Mr. F. chantcd-—-‘.‘ 1
hope .we ,shall see. Mr. K.”—Then
came H., and he fluted—<¢ Mr. and
Mys. K. will. indulge .us with a visit
soon.” My poor credulous wife ex-
claimed—¢ Next month we shall have
the happmess of seeing our good
fnendq, Mr..and Mrs. K.” But I,
wiser than all, I growled— No such
thing; I tell you they will not come;
your good. man is good for. nothmg,
To-day he goes to buy and. to plant
a .new-fashioned . auricula, which is

-nothing but a bear’s ear when he hath

got it. . To-morrow he meets the mi-
nisters and messengers. . The day after,
he. dlues with the worshlpful com-
{) of fishmongers. . Then comes
he church meeting; and after-all,
the wharf; and when he hath nothing
else to do, he would rather creep up
four pair of stairs, in some blind alley,
to give heavenly coumsel, and half-a-
crown, to some grunting old granny,
than come and see us.” Here, against
my intention, my censure faltered,
and the pent-up tear burst out. The
benedictions . of heaven rest upon the
head of good. Mr. K. for copying his

" Divine Master, and for admlmstermg

comfort, to the wretched! ‘An ounce
of this against a pound of faith '—Yet
sure he-condd ask his pcusnoners one
week’s leave of absence.

I’ bless -the ~Lord,  our . chirch
continues to increase. Last chbich
meetirig, a son of Dr. . joine thc
chiarch.  He was, tmmed up .to ‘the
law, and studies ip term.time in town,
at' the bar, and the rest of the. year




- Rev. Robmt ‘Robinson to H: K. Esq:*

here "As wise as Lord Chanceﬂor, as
innocent as a primitive Christian, - [
speak my heart, my-friend : although
I have tutored all these chaps from
their youtn, they have grown so; that
I féel ap' awe of their wisdotn, when
I preach before them. Ol fool that
T-am! -Afraid to preach before a
churéh, as harmless as doves, because
they are as wise as serpents. - 1 hope-it
is not a:slavish fear: I think it is a
just sense of my own -inequality’ to
speak of such a subject, and-a clear
conviction of, and a due respect for,
superior _understandmfr. - What hath
God wrought? -

‘ First of your kind! * Society divine!

Still visit thus my cot, for you reserv’d,

And mount my soarmg soul to thoughts
' like yours.

leence, thou lonely power‘ The door be
thine :

See on the ha]low’d hour that none mtrude,

Save a few chosen { nends, who sometimes
deign -

To bless my humble roof, with sense reﬁn’d

Science dlgested well, exalted faith,

Unstudied wit, and humour ever gay.”

Father Winch used to reproacii me
for farming : well—I have done farm-
ing, and done nothing :the Jast- two
years but. study and preach. I have
no other employment but my. garden,
and no animals but two cats, who
daily remind me that I have not iost
all esteem. Daily we make a journey
to the river side, and compliment
Walworth in a weeping willow, once
a little twig over a bason of gold fish
in Paradlse, now like me, pendent
over a river.—My wife says it weeps
for the absence of Mr. K. :—I, who
love to contradict, say—No} it weeps
for her foolish attachment to a naughty
man, who will dot, once in three years,
step aside to ask how she and the
willow do.

I often smile to myself in reco]lect-
ing Tarquin, the Sybil, and you. The
old Sybil carried nine books to Rome,
and oﬂ"ered them to Tarquin at a high
price: the king. refuased them: she
burnt three; and offered thesix agam
at the same prlce-: he ' refused :
bumt three more, and then Tarqum
gave her the first proposed price for
the three. ~ You recollect how httle,

Dr. G, entered really into.our views -

of :a Baptist history. .. You remember
how little, C.. contnbnted /by a.loan
of books. You remember thes mor-

851"

tlﬁcatnon I met with at ﬁnding you
absent,: when: [ came to consult. yot,
and- the advice you gave me- on: a
rapid sketch to draw up a-plan, and
print by subscription.” Glad I am [
did not, for 1 should then have printed
a meagre. ‘plan,  and aun’ incomplete
work. -1 thought I had the Baptist
history, -and only rejected your advice,
because having been bitten by book-
sellers, (you know where,) I dreaded
subscnptlon, or any thing to do with
them. - A great revolution has since
been produced in:my mind, and'not
having, by giving out propoqals, tied
up myself to any plan, I found myseif
quite at-liberty to create what form'I
pleased. I have, therefore, dissolved
all the first mode, and taken up another,
perfectly new. I wasled to do so by
a-happy circumstance, which gaveme
a free access to the inexhaustible mines
of information:in" the Uuniversity H-
brary—perhaps one  of the first:in
Europe. In all languages,- on all
subjects, of all editions an exuberant
plenty. 1 have done nothing for
almost two years, but study the: Bap-
tist history, and 1 have had many loads
of books to go through. The liitle
despised article of believer's baptism
is inexhaustible, and evndently on.your
side of the question. :- It hath not hap-
pened to me as to the Sybil.- I have
not burnt and dlmmlshed my commo-
dity. to raise. my pprice. On the con-
t)ary, I bave increased my work: to
near three quarto volumes.* -

1 being, as most Baptists: are, a
Baptist- for New T estament reasons,
never troubled myself: for years about
the history. It was Scripture, that
was enough- for me. - After | read
English lustory, I thought I knew
it. No: I never knew the. history: of
Baptism till lately. How should 1?
Public libraries were impenetrable to
me, and no private libraries can afford
to purchase the books  necessary.
When 1 met. with the Spaniards, [
could not de amy . thing. . till..I-had
learned a little Spanish. I conquered
that. ‘Then the Italians stared at me,
and. I at-them; but we had no con-

——

* The wonk was put to. the press b
Mr. Robinson, but not published - till after

‘his death. ~ It was- comprised in one vo-

lume,- 4to.i: of - 6563, close«:prmted pages,
1llustrated by ten bemltlful engmvmgs. 3

-4 1 el - » \.\- .4-\",‘
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versation till I precured grammars
and dictionaries, and Jearned a little
[talian. Lately, a young clergyman
of my acquaintance returning from
Germany, brought me four huge folios,
full of autheuntic documents of German
Baptists; but all in the -old black
German letter, and the German of the
last century. How provoking is this?
A casket of jewels locked up: hangry
to death for German materials, and
pow | have got them, 1 know no more
of them than a calf of a crown piece.
“ Surely,” exclaimed 1, ¢ the D——-l
hath-a spite against me!™ ¢ Softly,”
said my friend, “my servantis bringing
snother parcel from the earriage: a
grammar, a dictienary, and 2a German
Testament, and as | shall spend a
fortnight with you, I will teach you
both to read and speak Germam.”
< But,”’ replied I, *1 will not learn;
and neither you nor any man in Eng-
land shall make me twist my jaws,
and goosify my throat, te speak Ger-
man. | shall brew up the tooth-ache;
and who are the Baptists that 1 should
get the tooth-ache for them? DBeside,
I am not come to the German Baptista
yet; and why should a man meet
sorrow half way? When 1 do arrive
at that part, | shall not geed to speak
German ; enough, of all conscience,
if I can read it.” ¢ Well,” subjoined
my. friend, * I shall come again for
another fortnight, about three months
bence, and then perhaps you will
honour me by being my pupil.” Thus
I go en. And now I am half angry
with myself, aye, with ownself, dear
owaself, for losing so much time as to
write such a long heap of stuff to you.
Go from my presence, Mr. K. ; there's
witchcraft in you. Wife's love to the
lady of the house.
Ever yours,
R. ROBINSON.
| i
Twe Letters from Rev. G, Hesselink »
eo the Rev. V. Ashderone.

{Communiented by Mr. A.%s family.]
LerTer L.

- | Amsterdam,

~ Rev. S, June 21, 1792.

‘ OUR letter, signed Dover, 24

/ _y‘ April,  have butnewly received.

—— ‘_7;'.*-"1' ’ — : TPy 'W

e ¢ M _A. Professor of - Divintty "and
Philosapliy . in the Seciety of Baptists,"
Amsterdsm ; and author of * An Expla-

Letters from the Rev. G. Hesselink to the Rey. W. Ashdowne.

I have seen that you had the good-
ness of sending me, by a captain of
an Amsterdam trader, a Dissertation
concerning. the Devil, er Satan, as
having no foundation in Scripture.*
As | see that you calls [have.cause]
to doubt, that this dissertation is not
come te my hand, [ send vou, on your
request ipstantly by the post, an
answer, to inform you that 1 have not
received it; and because the name of
the captain is net mestioned, all in-
quiry is impossible. If you will have
opportunity of sending me another
copy, [ shall feel myself much abliged
to you. | E

But few Baptists of this country da
perform the rite of the Baptiam by
dipping of iumersion: it is almost by
all of them administrated by sprink-
ling, or rather by a large effusiom of
water. |

The year past, I have received of
the Rev. Johm Rippor, Baptist mi.
nister at London, The Baptist Annual
Register, first publication; wherein |
find a list of the Particular Baptist
Churches and ministers in England
and Wales, -for 1790 ; but I have not
found Dover at (in] this list. Perhaps
your church is not of the denomination
of the Particular Baptists. In. the
Register mentioned, I find no account
of the General Baptists in- England.
If you, in your answer, can favour me’
with any account of the state of them,
you will very much oblige me. - -

Y our servant,
G. HESSELINEK.

- You will excuse the faults or mis-
takes. Though I am acquainted with
the English language, yet I do not

writeit. If I, therefore, have occasion
to write again to you, 1 will rather
answer in Latin.4

The Rev. Wn. Ashdowne, Baptust -
- Mainister, Dover. - .

- s cecarag o ———

natory Dictionpry of the New Testament."”
See N. An. Reg, 1760, X1. [260,] 1792,
XII1. [305]. L

* ¢ Altompt tq shew that the Opinion
concerning the Devily or Satan, aa a fallen
Aungel, and that he tempts Men to sin,
hath. no real Fpundation in Scriptare.”
By W. Ashdowne. 1791. R

- With these Letters we have received

Remarks, ia Latin, ou'the Attempe. - They
are dated-Dot. 10,1908 and are of some

entont.
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Lm"r er 1. ..
Amsterdam,

REV SIR, December6 1792.

HE observations which ‘you have .

communicated [to] me,in aletter
sigied 8 Nov., have, I think, the state
of [the] questlon better fixed. The
question is now coincident with, or
depends only upon, another ques-
tion, viz. How far Jesus and the

apostles, in using the language and phra-

seologies of the country, may be sup-
posed to have accommodated themselves
to the opinions adopted by the Jews 2
The year past, we have received in
fthe] Dutch language, of the learned
Society of Teyler, at Haarlem, two
Dissertations on this important sub-
ject: the authors of which are P. van
Hemert, Professor [of Philosophy and
Literature] by [among] the Remon-
strants, and W. de Vos, minister by
[among] the Bapusts at Amsterdam.
A large recension of them I have seen

in the last Appendix to the Monthly

Review. * Perhaps some of your
Jlearned divines have likewise written
on this subject.

Your Dissertation upon the Uni-
tanan Hypothesm I received, after

* See N. Ann; Reg. 1792, XII1. p 305.
The questions proposed by“tbe Society were,
¢“ Did not Christ, in his discourses, and the
evangelists and apoatles, in their writings,
sometimes accommodate their ex pressions
and arguments to the popular notions then
prevalemt? If so, in what. particular in-
stances, and how far did they act thus?
Of what use is this hypothesis, well defined
and- rightly apprehended, in explammg tlne
Scriptures of the New Testament P

858 "

o 'seudmg ,my last letter to you, for'

wlnch [ am obhged to you. ~

'Noue of the ministers of the Bap txst |
congreégations of this country bapttze'"
infants, but only adults, on the con-
fession ‘of faith. The Remoustrants
do both.” But the Baptists, tho’ they
[do] not peri'orm ﬂ‘lls rite to the in-

fants, exercise, notwithstanding, an

universal ecclesiastical toleration to all
Christians of every denomination, and
therefore do mvxte to the holy com-
munion, all them who profess the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ; for
which reason, they have not any other |
confession of faith, which they do subs '
scribe, as [except] the holy Scnpture.

But not all Baptists do practlse this

universal toleration.

The rite of laying on hands, on the

person. baptized, is not usual by thé

Baptists; because the supernatura’l |
Workmgs of the Holy Ghost are.only
restraint a¢ [to] the first aO'e of the
Christian Chuich.

‘To your last request concerning the
church dlsup]me, it’ is sufficient, 1
think, to remark, that we conform
[conforming to]. the ‘preceding uni-
versal confession of faith, cannot ex-
ercise a strict church dlsClphne, and
sb pever excommunicate any body
for erroneous opinions. .

These brief remarks, I hope, wnll
be sufficiént to your requests.

Wlshmg you health and happiness,
I am, with sincere esteem, : '

- Your friend,
G. HESSELINK.

The Rev. w. Askdowne, Baptzst

Mzmster, Dover '

\
Sn, mete.

THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN LOCKE AND
LIMBORCH, TRANSLATED | ,

WITH HISTORICAL NOTES.”

et

T%e Correspondence between Locke und
Limborch, 1685—1704. ~
(Continued from p.299.)

. No. 13, -
Jokn Locke to Philip & Limborch. .
. London, Noyp. 14, 1691.
Most excerLrent Frienp,
HE intention [ have for some
time cntertained of sending you

a long létter, is the reason why you

have. receiyed none. 1 have been

waxtmg for such a‘portion of leisdre,

as mtight enable me to commune with
22

VOL. XXIX.

you freely and at large, as an acknow-
ledgment of youy ]ast most friendly
letter, which 1 ought ]ong °mce to
have answered. '

It has happened, I know not how,

‘that affairs that do not properly belong

to me, have so occupied my leisure;
that [ have scarcely had time to attend
to my own immediate concerns. -Yet
do not think me busied in public
affairs. - “Neither’ my health, strength,
uor political information, would allow
this. And when I'técollect, that now
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for three months 1 have found myself
thus mterrupted itseems like enchant-
ment that every day should bring
engagements in succession, for which
I could neither provide before-hand,

por avoid, however I desired it.

Lady Cudworth [(Masham] and 1
have xead together the table of the
books and chapters of the History of
the Holy Office, with great pleasure.
This for etaste excites our eagerness to
see the whele-work, Which, I rejoice
to find, is now in the press, as 1 heard
Iately from a Scotsman just returned
from. your covntry. May a work so
important to the Christian world,
proceed under the most favourable
auspices!

My hostess, a determined foe to
-ecclesiastical tyranny, often commends
to me your ingenuity and judgment,
and the labour you have bestowed
s0 seasonably upon this work. She
firmly believes that “whatever zeal
may be displayed for the réformation
of religion and the spreading of the
gospel, is in vain, while ecclesiastical

tyranny, or civil controul over the

concerns of religion, (asit is now the
fashion to call it,) or under whatever
more specious name it is concealed,
prevails and is applauded.

What is done at last with that
learned divine* who has been teaching
such strange things concerning angels,
im. his book on the existence of spirits?
Will e not excite the zeal of his
brethren, for religion, for truth, for

* Balthasar Bekker, who published a very
learned work against the common opinions
of possessions and the agency of spirits.
of this work, which was divided into four
parts, the ﬁrst part pneceded by ¢ an
abridgment of the whale,’” was printed in
- 1695, as ¢¢ translated from a French” ver-

sion of the Duatch origtnal, ¢ approved of
and subscribed by the author’s own hand.”
The title is, ‘¢ The World Bewitched; or
an Exammatlon of the common Oplmons
concerning Spirits; their Nature, Power,
Administration and Operations. Asg also,
-the Effects Men are able to produce
by their Communication. By Balthasar
Bekkev, D.D. and Pastor at Amsterdam.”
The French version is in four volumes,
18mo., with a portrait of Bekker, who
appears to bhave been very ill-favoured,
and his name written, pmbably an aquto-
graph; to tha dedication of each yalume.
It is in the library of the Bmlsh Museum.
See Vol XII. p.450. - .

The Corraaponda%& bﬂtwaen Locke and Limboreh, tramlated

orthodoxy? It will be stranO'e,'mdeed
if he escape with impunity.

Among us, the press, so far as 1
perceive, produces nothing which
foreiguers would much desire to read.
A midst the universal din of arms,* the
strains of the Muses can be scarcely
heard. Theological contention, in-
deed, iz now in a great measure eom-
posed and laid asleep, I would fain
hope, with the good-will of all parties.
But that is a vain expectation, nor
can the controversies of divines be so
easily appeased. Yet, however un-
certain in its continuance, a truce is
good that may give exercise to mutual
charity, and who can expect more?

I have great need of your kind con-
sideration te forgive my long silence.
Be assured, that it caunot be justly
imputed to disinclination, or the least
diminution of regard. You have
always the chief share in my esteem,
friendship and affection, and I shall
ever so regard you. Continue to me
the same, and believe me

Y ours most respectfully,

J. LOCKE.

‘No. 19.
Jolhn Locke to Philip & Limborck.
Oates, February 29, 1692.
MosT ExCeLLENT FRIEND,

F you have estimated my friendship

by the delay of my letters, I fear
that you have suspected me of being
inattentive to the claims of a corres-
pondence which, if circumstances al-
lowed, I would improve in a very
dlffelent manner. But if I am dila-
tory, it generally happens when I
oughf to write to those for whom I
especially desire to testify my good
will and friendship, by the expression
of deeds rather than of words. W he-
ther you will allow this excuse, I
know not, but I hope you will thus
consider it: for none can admire,
esteem and love you more than myself.
1t is my present feeling, and thus I
must always feel.

The delay of Wetstein, in editing
the History of the Holy Office, does
not please me, except as you will be
induced to read it over repeatedly ;
and thus often bringing it on the anvil,
we sha]l have the work at last more

-
Lemam 2 P

. * Rnfenmg to ﬂ:e war betwean Englandi
and France. - ,

TR R ‘v‘rv
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corréct and polished. - One thing 1
will noti¢e to you; which just occurs
to we, namely, that ‘there was at
Montpelier, about twelve years ago,*
another volume, different from that
you mention; for there were two
volumes on the same subject.

Theological zeal, it seems, is always
and every where the samre, and acts
in the same manner. 1 wish, there-
fore, to know, what is at last to become
of the author of the paradoxes con-
cerning angels?*+ It will be wonderful
if he escape, although things looked
that way when you wrote; for, how-
ever favourable to him the sloth of
the preachers at Amsterdam may be,
he will scarcely come off with an
acquittal. These champions of or-
thodoxy are not accustomed thus to
excuse the erroneous.

W hat the Presbyterians in Scottand
are doing, you may learn better from
others than from me. Zeal, in that
cold region, appears to grow warm,
as if by way of antithesis to the cli-
mate. They exercise their discipline
fervently enough, but let them take
care they do so prudently, and with
sutficient moderation. f But whéii
theologians persuade themselves that
they are promoting the cause of God
and his c¢hurch, what will they not
think to Justlfy, under the supposed
sanction of divine authority ? |

I met M. Le Cene§ at London .

* See p. 12.
+ Bekker was displaced by the Consis-
ry bat his salary was continuéd by the
magiitrates of Amsterdam, till his déath,
in 1608, at the age of 64. See Vol XII
p- 450. )

t The following passage from the Biog.
Brit., Article Oarstdrés, may, perhaps,;
refer to tliis subject: ¢¢ The Presbyterian
ministers, instead of conducting themselves
with that temper and moderation, which
sound policy dictated, and the Iun éar-
nédlly enjoined, dlsgusﬂed him so much
by narrowing the, terms of assuinp toh for
the episcopal clergy, and by 1‘ejédtln the
plar of accammodahbﬁ which was offered
in ‘their ilame, and spproved of By his
Majesty, that Wis connissioner to the

eneral Assenibly, aecording te his in.
,s’tru¢tmns, suddenly disselyéd  that eourt,
n the yéar 1692 ; and William the Tlm'd
was not, easily pr ailed with to counte.
nance its meetin fy the future.” Bnog:
Brit. 9nd ¥d.. I‘F % |
4 C‘Baﬂ‘eﬁ Le ﬂenh a if’fbteafant’ mnm-

- the smoke of the city.

- English Version. 4
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only once, and that was at the cele-
brated| [Robert} Boyle's, so that I had
no opportunity of conversation on his
own affairs or our Amsterdam friends.
Since that time I have searcely been
in London, as my health requires the
country air, for my lungs cannot bear-
The Prelate
to whom you recommended Mr. Le
Cene is, I believe, sincerely deslrous.
of the chuarch'’s peace. -

I am anxious about the health of
our friend Veen. He has a narrow
chest, and I fear for his lungs. Iam
fearful too, lest, from a habit of con-

tinual occupation for so many years,

he should grow dull in a country re-
tirement. I wish him a long, vigorous
and happy old age. I owe him much;
as I shall always gratefully acknew~'
ledge.

You have done right in conﬁmng
yourself to the persecution of religion
by Papists., And if you choose from
among Christians, a sect distinguished
from the rest by its cruelties, you are
to be commended, although persecu-
tion is every Where the same; and
properly pontifical. TFeor whatever
church arrogates to itself orthodexy,
in words, it claims, in fact, mfalh-
bility.

Lady Cadworth [Masham] con-
tinues highly to esteem you. Pray
present my kindést remembrance to
your wife and farmily; Veen; Guenelon
and all theirs. . Farewell, most valued
friend, and still regard me as yours,

Most affectionately,
J. LOCKE.

T wish for inforwmation cohcérning
miritclés after thié apostolic age. %
atn not enoitgh versed in ecclesiastiéal
l‘nstOry to l{now What opnnon to f‘oi‘m

. R G g d‘(.s';!x

ster of Paris, who had retned from Flance
on the Revocatmn of the Edict of Nautz,
first fo Rotterdam, and afterwards €6 Lon..
doi, where lhie diéd in 1703, ageﬂ 56,
There was published n 1722 at Amster_
ddam, his Nouvelle Critigiie de toutés lés
Versions Frangoisés dé la B’zbl - which
had first appeared ii 1696. Tﬁié WAs
translated without aLkunwfe(fgment by
Ilngafl Ross, and applied to thes Lu(ﬁm
rrlallbfail()l‘l of [He
ﬁlblc, by Le Cene, WAS published by “his.
gon, dt Amsterdam, m 1741 Seé mW‘
Dict, Hist, Art. Le ({(‘ene and Lewid on
he. Trané]’andfhs of' ﬁ?ﬁle, ﬂﬁd Ed
p 338‘
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respecting them. 1, therefore, intreat
you to iuform me, as I am very desir-
ous of knowing, whether there have
beeu any records of miracles in the
Christian church since the Apostolic
age; who were the authors of them,
and by what tradition they are sup-
ported * Whether they were frequent
and continued to the time of Con-
stantine or later? * Also, who was
Thaumaturgus, and from what act he
derived that high title which has come
down tous? ¥ I do not ask for a list
of all the miracles which occur in
ecclesiastical writers, but whether it
appears from credible histories, that
there have been really such miracles,
whether few or many, and how long
the gift of working them continued in
the church?

In this year,-1692, Mr. Locke vi-
- sited Cambridge, as appears from one
of his M S, Letters in the British Mu-
seum. It is dated from Bishop Stort-
ford, 13th May, and addressed to his
friend Mr. Clarke, M. P. for Taunton.
Mr. L. says,

] am got thus far homewards from
Cambridge, where | have been for
two days, drawn thither by business
that was necessary to be dispatched.
I staid there less time than I could
well have spent there, and was much
importuned to.” |

In the same letter he thus describes
his dissatisfaction with the practice of
medicine then prevailing.

“ The consultation you would have
me to be at, about the health of our
tafirm frieud, | know not what to say
to; you know I wish him very well,
but my notions in physic are so dif-
ferent from the method which now
- obtains, that I am like .to do little

* Mr. Locke was now probably engaged
in writing his ¢ Third Letter concerning
Toleration,”” which is dated June 20, 1692.
In that Jetter he says, ¢ He who would
build his faith or reasonings upon miracles,
delivered by church historians, will find
cause 1o go no farther than the apostles’
time, or else not to stop at Constantine’s.”?
Third Letter, Ch. x. Works. Folio, II.
4%4. See also Middletor on this passage.
Free Inquiry, Pref. p. v. Works, quarto,
1752, L. |
-+ éee an Account of Gregory, the Won-
der-warker, in Middleton’s Works, 1.13,

and 104122, or Lardner, IT1. 25—57,

T'he Correspondence between Locke and Limborch, translated.

good, xnd not being of the college,
cz: make no other figure there, but
of an unskilful empiric, and, no doubt,
any thing 1 could offer would seem as
strange to his physicians, as the way
you tell me they take; which seems
strange to me. DBut as every one's
hypothesis is, sp is his reason disposed
to judge, both of disease and medi-
cines.”. "

No. 20.

John Locke to Philip & Limborch.

London, June 30, 1692.
My exceLLENT FRIEND,

O~ receipt of your letter, dated
27th June, 1T went this day iuto the
city, and immediately waited on the
Archbishop [Tillotson]. 1 no sooner
mentioned your name, than he ac-
knowledged having received from you
your disputation with the Jew [Oro-
bio], excused his silence from his in-
terrupted health, weak eyes and other
hindrances, which had prevented him
from yet completing his perusal. He
praised much both the work and its

‘author, and acknowledged that he

owed you thanks, which he had not
yet offered you.

He considered the History of the
Holy Office as now peculiarly season-
able. He read with great pleasure,
and highly approved, the Table of
Chapters; and when 1 explained to
him your design as to the Dedication,
he discovered such courtesy and re-
spect in his manner and language,
that had you been present you must
have becn satisfied that it would not
be disagreeable to him. Therefore,
as I know the modesty of the man,
and highly approve your plan, first
send over the Dedication that he may
read it before it is published. T will
shew it to him, because I am sure he
will deem it respectful ; and, if he
should wish any thing altered, I will
inform you, ,

In the mean time he told me, that
he had a book, published in Portugal,
concerning an Act of the Inquisition
in that country, in the beginning of
which 1s a carious collection of papal
bulls and other documents, by which
the power of the Holy Office is de-
fined and sauctioned. . He could not

recollect the name of the author, and

though he searched for the book, his
library not being yet in order, it could
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not be found. It is said to be a vo-
Jume in 8vo.. 1 shall soon visit him
again, and he has directed one of his
servants to take care that the book
may be ready for me. 1 will then
give you the name of the author, and
if you have not seen that book, the
worthy Archbishop will readily send
if.

Make my remembrances to Gree-
vius, Guenelon, and all.the Veens.
To our Le Clerc, whom 1 respectfully
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remember, ‘I wrote several weeks, or
rather, I may- say months, since. I
am ignorant whether he received my
letters ; for since that time 1 have
heard nothing from him. Pray re-
quest him to inform me immediately,
if my letter has not reached him. -
With my kindest regards to your
dear wife and your children, I remain,
most worthy friend,
Yours, most respectfully,

J. LOCKE.

MISCELLAN EOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

—* .

The Testimony which Josephus bears
 to Jesus Christ. -

SiIR, May 6, 1818.

nTO portion of ancient records,

X since the revival of learning, has
se much engaged the attention, or for
a time so widely divided the opinion
of learned men, as the celebrated pas-
sage, found in the Jewish Antiquities,
concerning Jesus Christ.
whole century it has been the subject
of much dispute among the critics,
Catholic and Protestant, #n every
country throughout Christendom ;
till at length -those who agreed in
nothing else, came to agree in this,
that the passage is the forgery of some

Christian of the third century; nor,

perhaps, does there exist a learned
man of any estimation in Europe, who
thinks it the production of the great
Josephus. The passage is to this
effect : ¢ And about this time existed
Jesus, a wise man, if, indeed he might
be called a man ; for he wasthe author
of wonderful works, and the teacher
of such men as embrace the truth
with delight. He united to himself
many Jews, and many among the
Gentiles. This was the Christ: and
those. who from the first had been
attached to him, continued their at-
tachment, though he was condemned
by our great men, and crucified by
Pilate. For he appeared to them alive
again the third day: and these, with
inhumerable other marvellous things
concerning him, being foretold by the
divine 'prophets. And the race, who
from him still call themselves Chris-
tians, have not fallen away.”” *

~* T shall here quote a few instances, to
shew in what manner the learned have

During a
‘it existed in the Jewish Antiquities,

In opposition to the general opinion,
1 maintain that this important para-
graph is the genuine production of
the Jewish historian ; and I shall here
briefly state the several arguments
which, when fully attended to and
enforced, must triumphantly restore
its lost c¢redif, and raise it above the
suspicion of forgery to the end of time.

1. For nearly fiftcen hundred years

apparently without any suspicion of
forgery : nor have those critics, - who,
after the revival of learning, brought
it into disrepute, been able to produce
any testimony against its genuineness.
The same historical evidence authen-

spoken of this passage. ¢ We conclude,”
says Warburton, Div. Leg. I. 295, ¢ that
the passage where Josephus, who was’
as much a Jew as the religion of Moses
could 'make him, is made to acknowledge
that Jesus is the Christ, is a rank forgery,
and a very stuwpid one too.”” Dr. Priestley
says, Farly Opinions, 1. 100, ‘ The
famous passage in Josepbus coneerning
Christ, is not a more evident interpolation,
than many in these epistles of Ignatins.”
The judgmentof Mr, Gibben is particularly
worthy of notice: ¢ The passage concern-
ing Jesus Christ,”” writes he, Vol.II. ch. 16,
¢ which was inserted in the text of Jose-
phus, hetween the time of Origen and that
of Eusebins, may furnish an example of no
vulgar forgery. The accomplishment of
the prophecies, the virtues, the miracles of
Jesus are distinctly rvelated. Josephus ac-
knowledges that he was the Messiah, and

" hesitates whether he should call him a man.

If any doubt can still remain conceraing
this celebrated passage, the reader may
examine the pointed objectiouns of Le Febre,
and the masterly reply of an anonymous
critic, whom I believe to have bren the

learned Abbé de Longuerne.” ,
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ticates i which aumthenticates .all the
works of Jesephus, no manuscript, no
version, mo copy being ever known to
exist ‘without this celebrated testi-
rhony to the character of Jesus .Christ.

2. The style of the passage is in
exact unison with the style of Jose-
phus: the same conciseness and com-
prehension, the same dry and unvar-
nished recital of facts distinguish it,
which distinguish all his other works.
Daubuz, in a learned work, annexed
to the second volume of Havercamp’s
edition, has shewn that one egg is not
more like to another, than this para-
graph is in composition to the other
writings of Josephus.

3. Josephus has dedicated his Anti-

quities and his books against Apton,

to an eminent Christian, the friend
and coadjutor of the apostle Paul; and
signifies that his object in publishing
them was to gratify the wishes of those
who believed in Christ; and with
saech an object it was morally impos-
sible that he should leave the charac-
ter and claims of Jesus unnoticed.

4. Josephus considered the religion
of Jesus as the religion of Moses,
improved and spiritealized; he is the
historian of its progress and the apo-
logist of its votaries among the Jews
and Gentiles. He was, therefore, a
disciple of Jesus as well as of Moses ;
and the testimony which he bears of
the former, is in perfect unison with his
faith and with his writings. Here he
says that Jesus was the Christ, and
that he appeared to his disciples the
third day, alive, after his crucifixion.
This explains his meauing, when in
his work against Apion he asserts,
that God bhas given a mighty proof of
a fauture state ; nor can any one rea-
sonably doubt, that by this mighty
proof Josephus means the resurrection
of Christ. For he mentious this under
circamstances peculiarly characteristic
of the gospel. From the New Testa-
ment it appears evident that, though
the doctrine of a future state might be
suggested to the Jews by their pro-
phets, no proof, much less a mighty
proef of this amimating dectrine, was
given by God but the resurrvection of
his Son. Fhis resurrection is justly
¢haracterized by Josephus as a mighty
proof, because, while it. was attended
with a mighty display of the Divine
pewer, it a’ﬂ'ordejg ‘_l‘;btf most ch‘cumf
stantial and unequivocal evidence of

The Tes'tzmony. which Josephus bears to Jesus Christ.

its truth. The resurrection of Christ
is explicitly held forth by the apostles
as a proof, as a pledge from Geod, of
the resurrection of all mankind : and
the consequence was, that the doc-
trine spread throughout the world, so
that at the fime in which Josephus
published his works, there was scarcely
a place among the Gentiles where his
gospel had not been embraced.

And to its extraordinary prevalence
Josephus thus bears his testimony:
“ And as God pervades the world, so
his law has at length pervaded all man-
kind.” This is true of the gospel, and
of the gospel only. Josephus, there
fore, must, by the law of God, have
meant the gospel, which indeed was
the last and most perfect law of God to
mankind. The future state held forth
in the gospel, has for its foundation,
not the supposed immortality of the
human soul, but the resurrection of
Christ; and is to' commence not in
its separation from the body by death,
but in the resurrection of the bedy,
after the example of Christ, at some
future period. o0
- This is the notion of a life to come,
which the Gentile converts received
from the mouths of the apostles, and
for which multitudes among them
cheerfully submitted to a cruel death.
The account which Josephus gives of
this interesting fact, precisely accords
with the inference he thuos draws from,
the evangelical records: ¢ The re-
ward of those,” says he, ‘¢ whe coi-
form to our laws, is not silver or gold
or a crown of olive, or some sach
honour: but each one believes, having
in -himself the testimony of his con-

‘Science, (i. e. entertaining a firm and

conscientious conviction,) that as oar
Lawgiver foretold, and God has af-
forded a mighty proof, if they keep
our laws, and when necessary cheer-
fully die for them, God appointed them
to live again, and after a period to
recerve a better life.” Against Apion,
Ik, Sec. xxx. , \

" Owr Lord and his apostles unques-
tiorrably understood the prophets as
predicting a future state. In which
way was this prediction made ?
There are, doubtless, expressions in
Moses and the propliets which, when
considered wmetapheorically, moay . be
taﬁien as intimations of a future life :
but do such-intimations warrant the
assertion that they taught and pre-
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dicted it? 1 think not. How then are
we to account for the confidence with
which our Lord and his apostles appeal
to the Jewish Scriptures, as contain-
ing the doctrine of a life to come?

The inspited penmen assuredly fore- -

told the death and resurrection of the
Messiah ; they, therefore, foretold the
proof, the pledge of a new life; and
when that proof was substantiated,
‘that pledge was redeemed, they might
be said to have foretold the event
itself, . -

Accordingly we do not read of a
future state being foretold-by Moses
and the prophets, till their writings
were illustrated by the death and re-
surrection of Jesus, The words of
Josephus are in unison with this
notion. When, in his work against
Apion, he writes, that God has given
a- mighty proof of a new and better
existence, he premises that Moses
foretold it : and when in the disputed
paragraph he asserts, that Jesus again
appeared the third day alive, he adds,
that the divinie prophets predicted his
re-appearance. If thig reasoning be
Jjust, all the ohjections to the genuine-
wess of this passage-fall like a dead
. weight to the ground. The trumpet
of opposition, which so loudly sounded
against it throughout Europe, is at
once hushed in eternal silence. The
Hebrew believers, or as they are gene-
rally called the Ebionites, rejected the
miraculous birth and divinity of Jesus.
Josephus, in principle, was one of
these Ebionites, and he gives his tes-

timony respecting Christ, in such a

manner as to shew,. thal these doc-
trines did not originate with him and
his apostles. He asserts that he was
a man, and hints at the falsehood of
his divinity and supernatnral birth,

by holding forth Jesus-and his imme-
diate followers as men incapable of
teaching any doctrine that was not
founded in truth. The clause, ¢ if he
might be called a wman,” means only
that he was an extraordinary man :

and it has been observed, that he uses
stromger terms of Moses,r whom' he
represents as raised ‘above -hunian by
his divine legation.. Had' this “para-
graph been really a forgery, the no-
tion that Jesas waa a divine being
and supernaturally born, 'would have
been boldly and brgadly aisserted in
lt 4 ‘and it; appears . truly rlsin%

that the: ‘axchusion of: theue nqtmns i

the
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not lead learned men to dnscouw the
truthga namely, that the passage was
not a  forgery, becaase it contained
sentiments contrary to those Who are
supposed to have forged it. . -
The objections which have been
made to the genuineness of this pa-
ragraph, I shall’ state and ‘refute in
a future paper; in the mean time, I
only observe, that the passage being
found authentic, is in many respeects
highly important. It umtes the op-
posite qualities of brevity and fulness.
In a few sentences, ﬂcsephus hag
brought together the leading articles
of faith contained in the four gospels,
and asserts. them to be true. ‘Jesus
was a wise man, and the author of
wonderful works. This same Jesus
is the Christ. Therulers condemned,
and Pilate sacrificed him. - "‘\Tever-
theless, his followers still adhered to
him; for he appeared to them alive
agam the third day; the prophets
having foretold this, and a thousand .
other things respecting him. In the
midst of his sufferings and disgraee, -
he draws to himself many Jews and
many of the Gentiles: to these he
taught the truth; and the men who
saw his works, heard his words, and
recorded them iu the memoirs of his
public life, were such as took pleasure
only in the trath. These great fafts,
thus explicitly attested by the Jewish
historian, are the chief points on
which the-apostles insisted in preach-
ing the gospel; and they form the
peculiar and essential doctrines of

Christianity.
JOHN JONES.
P ’

Sir, May 4, 1818.

THL wish I expressed [p. 3%'],

that the observance of the in-
stitution appointed to commemorate
the death of the founder of our reli
gion, should form a continued part of
public service, has been misun-
derstood.

My expression was, ¢ much do I
wish the state of public opinion would
allow,” &c.; meamng, that the obser-
vance of the rite should extend so
very widely, that no inconvenience
could be felt, if" itﬂfmrmed‘ one con-
tinued part of ‘the public serviece.
This explanation, I trest, satisfactorily
rermoves all objections that have be!m
urged against may vish,: ° -

"ith your permission, I would
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submit a remark to two of your Cor-
respondents, in the Repository for this
month, upon the subject of the Lord’s
Supper. -
N. N. .» - 241, has this observation,
«« By comparing what he (the apostle
Paul) has received, with Luke’s gospel,
it will be found that it was from the
kistory of the ministry of Jesus, written
by Luke, his fellow-traveller, he had
recetved it.” 1s the apostle Paul or
N. N. the most competent authority
to decide from what source the infor-
mation was derived? ‘The apostle’s
declaration is,-“ For I have received
from the Lord that which I delivered
-also unto you.”
To ourCorrebpondentW H., p. 255,

I take the liberty to offer a paraphrase
of the apostle’s language, which ap-
pears to me more consistent with the-
whole account of this mstltutwu, than
he has adopted.

1 Cor. xi. 20: « When, therefore,
ye come together into one place, it is
not to eat the Lord’s Supper;” i. e.
when you assemble - together as a
Christian Church, in your usual place
of worship, you do not distinguish a
simple religious rite, commemorative
of the death of Christ, appointed to
be observed by - Christian societies,
from an ordinary meal, taken in your
separate houses, to satisfy your hunger.
"This is an abuse of a Christian ordi-
nance, and deserves my reproof. To
shew the propriety of this rebuke,
the apostle recapitulates the institution
of this rite, which was not introduced
by Christ till after the Supper was
ended ; ver. 23—26. Then, ver. 27,
ss W hoever shall partake of the bread
and. wine unworthily;” i.e. “in a
manpner unsuvitable to the nature and
design of the institution, by confound-
ing the Lord’s Supper with a common
meal, or an idol feast,”” is guilty of
profanmg the commemoration of the
death of Christ.

I take the further liberty to question,
if misapprehension on the part of
those to whom a communication of a
fact i1s made, invalidates the testimony
of the person making such communi-
cation? 'This argument appears to be
assumed by W. H. at the close of the
first_paragraph of his letter.

‘Should he pursue, as he intimates,
bis inquiry, ] recommend these remarks

to his candxd attentxon. | T.G '

 On the danger of Penal Loaws in Matters of Religion.

Jeremy Bentham on the danger of Penal
Laws in Matters of Relzyzon.

[Translated from Traités de Legzslatzon,
Vol. II1. Chap. xviii.] :

VERY article of faith is neces--

- sarily hurtful, as soon as the
legislator puts in activity penal and
coercive motives to favour itsadoption.
The persons whom it is wished to in-
fluence, may be considered as forming
three classes: those who are already
of the same opinion with the legis-
lator'; those who reject this opinion;
and those who neither adopt nor
reject it.

For the conformists, the coercive
law is unnecessary ; for the non-con-
formists, it is equally useless, because
it cannot fulfil its object. - ~

W hen a man has formed his opinion,
is it in the power of penalties to make
him change it? The very question
is an insult to good sense. Penalties
will rather produce a contrary effect.
They will serve rather to confirm an
opinion than to shake it; partly be-
cause to employ constramt is a tacit
avowal that arguments are wanting,
and partly because the having re-
course to violent measures, produces -
an aversion to the opinions which it
is wished in this manner to sustain.
All that can be obtained by penalties
is, to engage, not a belzej; but a decla-
ration of behef.

Those who from a conviction, or a
sense of honour, refuse this declaration;,
submit to the greatest of evils, to per-
secution. - For, what is called perse-
cution, 18 an evil which is not coms-
pensated by any advantage; it is an
unmixed evil; aud this administered
by the hand of the magistrate, is pre-
cisely the same in nature, though much
greater in degree, than- if it came by
that of an ordinary malefactor. Those
who, less firm and less generous, give
way to menaces, and to the immediate
danger which presses them, escape by
a false declaration; but this momen-
tary pain avoided, is converted, if they
have any scruples, into the pains of
conscience, and into the pains of con-
tempt on the part of society, which
will accuse of baseness these hypeo-
critical . retractions. - In this state of
things, what is the consequence ? -One
part of the people, for the sake of
self-complacency, -accustoms itself ‘to
despxsmg ‘the opinions of :the other
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part 5: sunbﬂe distinctions are invented
between: ionogent and criminal false-
hoods; privileged.lies are established,
because they. serve as a mfeguard
against. tyranny, customary perjuries
and false signatares are considered as
simple forms. Baut, in the midst of
these subtleties, the respect for truth
becomes impaired ; the limits of good
and evil are confounded; and a £rain
of less pardonable falsehoods introduace
themselves under favour of the first:
the tribunal of opimion is divided;
the judges which caompose it, a0
longer follow the same law; they uo
longer - know with precision,
degree of dissimulation they ought to
condeman, and what other
excuse; the suffrages become divided
and contradictory, and the moral sanc-
tion having no uniform regulator, is
enfeebled and depraved. Thus the
legislator who reguires declarations
of faith, becomes the corrupter of the
nation; he sacrifices virtue to religion,
although religion herself is of no valae
any furtker than she is the aumhary
of virfue.
"~ The third class to be examnwd, is
that of those persoms wha, at the
establishment of the penal law, have
not as yet formed any opinion either
on the one side or the other. With
respect to those, it is jprobable that
the law may influence ﬁme formation
of their opinion: seeing the dangers
of the one part, and the safety of the
other, it is:natural that they should
contemplate the arguments for a -con-
demned opinion, with a degree of fear
and aversion, which they do not feel
for - the arguments of the.favoured
opinion. -

Arvrguments which ‘we wish to find
true, make a much more lwely im-
pression than those we wish to find
false; mand thus a man comes to:believe,
or rather not to disbelieve; not to
reject a :propasition which he would
not have adopted, if his inclinations
had been left free. In the last case,
the evil, though not so great as in the
two ﬁrst does not cease to be an: evil.
It ma )hap@en, but it does not always
happen, that the judgment gives way
entirely to the affections ; and even
when this is the case, that is to say,
when:thé persuasionhus every possible
degree of strength, still, if fear enters:

atall mto'ﬁhenmhvesdﬂzhwemuwon, ‘

the amind ' is
VOL. XTILI.

is newer ! perchﬁy wt#anqhﬂ.

- Laws ¢a Matteri of Religion.

degree to

l’ll‘ehat which a @an Mevcs to»iay,,
he .is

ftﬁmd ‘he:may not believe. to-
morrow: & ¢lear moral truth cap never
be shaken; but the belief of a doctrine
is. more or less unsteady: from this
arises that iniquietude with vespect to
those who attack: it. ' Examination
and discussion are dreaded, because i
is felt that there is wo solid ground
ou which to rest. Nothing must be
removed in an edifice which is not
firmly fixed: the understanding be-
comes enfeebled the mind seeks for
complete r oonly in a state of
blind credality it seeks out all errors
which have some affinity withitsown;
it fears to explain itself clearly on the
possible and theimpossible, and wishes
to confound their boundaries; it loves
every thing which supperts sophistry,
which shackles the human iutellect,
—every thing which persuades it that
it is impossible to reason with entire
certainty ; it acguﬂwes a dxspomtlon,
anhappy dexterity, to reject evidence,
to give force to alf proofs, to listen
but to one party, to subtilize agamst
reason: in a word, in this system it
is mecessary to put a bandage on the
gyes, net to be mjured by the hgiht
ay. -

Thus every penal means emplo ed
to augment the influence of religion,
tends indirectly to lessen that respect
for truth and for public opinien, which
forms so essential a part of mm’als
AH the enlightened friends of- rehgmn,
at the presest day, are of this opinion ;
but how few states are there which
have acted on this prineiple? Perse-
cutions. have ceased to 'be violent;
but silent persecutions, civil penalt:es,
threatening laws, a precarious tole-
ration, still exist. Humiliating situ-
ation for classes of men who owe ‘their
tranquillity only to a tacit mdulgence,
a continual pardon! * * * & &

I have explained -myself el_sewhere
on the utility of religion, but 1 eannot
omit.to observe here, that in our days
she has acquired a salutary tendency
to disengage herself from futile and
pernicious dogmas, and agsain -to make
approaches towards sound movsls and
sound pdlicy. Irreligion, on the-con-
trary, (I am unwilling to pronounce
the ‘word Atheism,) ‘thas ‘ manifestéd
herself in -our days, under the most
hideous¥orms of ageardit , imwmoralit y
and apersecution.\ “This expenéme 18
sufficient 'to shéW’ all ¢ooll’ minds in’
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.what ‘way thiey ought to direct their
efforts;: but if the government acts
too openly :to favour this. salutary
direction, it will fail of its end. Itis
the liberty of examination which has
corrected the errors of the dark ages,
and reconducted religion towards its
true object; it is the liberty of exa-
mination which will complete its pu-
rification, and: will counciliate it Wlth
publu, utlhty. - |

Sl_ - May 4, 1818.
"AVING  aftributed to Mr.
- ‘Tucker, [p.253,] the inimitable
author of ¢« The Light of Nature pur-
sued,” the sen tlment that Jesus Christ
was by nature and constitution as weak
and prone to evil as any other human
being, you seem to call upon me to
point out the part of his work where
he has expressed such an opinion.
This is very equitable on your part.
What he says on that subject, occurs
in that division of his work, entitled,
¢« Christian Scheme.” Some, he says,
have to do honour to the Saviour,
contended that his soul was by nature

more pure than those of other men;

but he thinks, that the more honour-
able supposition is, that he was by
nature less perfect than the rest of
Adam’s race; for that that supposition
appears to him to magnify the glory
of both God and the Saviour, in his
victory over all temptation. And he
concludes by observing that he was
a descendant of Adam, and his soul,
naturally, no better than ours. |

There is surely nothing in this sen-
timent dishonourable to Mr. Tucker ;
for he is most virtuous, who resisteth
the most tryipg temptations. Where
the religious principle has nothing
to struggle against, its triumph must
be less. It is sure]y more meritorious
for a poor man to be honest, 'than a
rich man ;—for a man who loves wine,
to be sober, than a man who hates it;
and so of all the other virtues. If
Jesus was by constitution timid, his
triurnph over himself in submitting to
suffering and death, was by that cir-
cumstance made more remarkable, and
“the strength of the religions principle
more gignally illustrated.

Morals, the most interesting of all
sub_]ects, seem generally to be treated
in the most superficial mannér.. Mr.

Tucker is on these subjects, the most.
In general,

judicions of all writers.

the act is considered without ‘the cir-

cumstances, the ‘crime without the

temptation; and I have never yet met
‘with a writer on eternal torments;' who

did not write asif himself were without
either part or lot in the matter. Now
this surprises' me. For if there be
eternal torments, why not for mg?
Am I so good as to be in no dangeér,
from a Being who can iuflict such
punishment? [ may not have com-
mitted murder, nor adultery, mnor
perhaps direct theft. But change my
circumstances :~place me in the situ-
ation of those who have been thus
gmlty ;—then, and not until then, if
| § avmd them, am | better than these!

A man in edsy circumstances, with
all the wants of nature supplied, thinks
himself very good, and thanks’ God
that he is not as other men aret He
ought to be thankful that he is happy,
—not that he is good; for his trial is

not yet come, and perhaps never may

come! He who prayed for neither
riches nor poverty, was wise; and all
wise men put up the same prayer.
But it is not answered, — poverty
comes, and with it its ten thousand
trials! There are in all our churches,
honoured men, who have never met a
severe trial of virtue:—let them yet
be - humble! Let the perfect wan,
pure from the fiercest trials, thunder
condemnation on hisfellows:—let him
find consolation in eternal torment; ;
—bat who is he?

I bave-never met with any thmg
so exquisitely fine as the expostulation
with David, which God is made to
speak by Nathan God says; “ Have
not I given thee two kmgdoms, and
many wives into thy bosom, and if
thou had asked it, 1. would have given
thee yet more?" and then isintroduced
his adultery and murder!! Who can
read this, and not tremble that he is
a.man!  Who does not pray that his
trials were over, and that he ceabed

- to be in the l'md of temptation? -

HOMO
ettty
Qm, . - May 15, 1818..
F1LL you ‘ emht an old Cor-

lcspondeut of the T heologncal
Reposntory, [Vols. IV, V., VL,] to
address a few thoughts it your very
useful :and entertdining Miscellany; 6n
a-subject the most awful and - mtg:r-»-
esting imaginable,. espemally as'we
see. the day. approaching £ 'l here may.
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be nothing new in the following ob-

servations ;. and' they are - throtwn out
for the sake of some more able hand
to consider particularly the texts 1
have alluded to, relating to thissubject,
and prove if any of them or others.
militate agamst ‘the supposition of the
first resurrection taking place in the
same, manner as‘our Saviour’s, which
was the first-fruits of them that sleep.
1 repeat, after the same manner, as the
affairs of the world were not inter-
rupted by it at the tlme, nor was either

great changes, great judgments, great
glory and ‘great: ‘happiness,: till death:
shall be swallowed  up in. vietory..
But the smmortality of the nghteonn;;
will be a-distinct: happiness. All:

these things, St. Paul informs us, are:

to take lace .at. the last trump ;- and-
they are every ‘'where in Scripture
spoken of as coming on the world.
suddenly and unexpectedly. St Paul
in his 1 Cor. xv., in: the close of his
argumenton this head, which is highly
deserving our regard, tells us, that he

his resurrection or ascension known -explains to us a. mystery, when he.

or seen by any in the world, but by
his disciples only.

The great consolation of the Chris-
tians in those days.of vengeance, and
with which St. Paul exhorts them to
comfort one another, is, the connexion
these judgmeunts have with the resur-
rection of the just, and the change of
the righteous living at the coming of
our Lord from heaven (and not before);
by which they-will escape all these
Judgments, and stand before the Son
of Man, in that dey, emphatically so
called; as also the day of his appearing,
as distinct from-the. general resurrec-
tion and final judgment at: the lest
day. Our Savionr calls it the resur-
rection of 'the just, Luke xiv. 14; St.
John, the
5, 6; and St. Paul, the resurrection
of thoae that are Lhnst 8 at his comizng,
I Cor. xv. 28.  These three autho-
rities appear to me to point at fwo
periods of time; a first: and second
resurrection, most distinetly and lite-
rall ys5 the first, at our Lord’s second
coming, the other at the end of Christ’s
reign, which St. Paul speaks of, when
death, the last enemy, is to be de-
stroyed,' and of course, there will be
no subjects: to be raised, but those
only who have  previously died, and
been left in the grave till the last or
general Judgment.

I conceive that the first resurrection
may take place without any interrup-
tion of the affairs of this world; 1
mean  omly as far as our Savionr's
resurrection and ascension did, and as
relates to the kingdom: of God u pon
earth.. - This. great event will be ac-
complished after the first resurrection
takes place, as the'spread of Christi-
anity.did afier our Lord's resurrection
and ascengion : see Luke xvii. 34--36;
mclusive. There will be, undoubtedly,

Jirst resurrection, Rev. xx. -

informs us, that ¢ the dead shall be:
raised, and the living changed at. the
last trump; for the trumpet,” says:
he, ¢ shall sound.” Now, the words
“Jast trump,” and ¢ the trumpet shall
sound,” are evidently metaphorical.
In the emblematical language of pro-
phecy, thesound of the trumpet always
signifies some very great change in.
human affairs, Wlnch would be fol-
lowed by such events as are the main
objects of the prophecy. Thus St.

Jolm tells us, Rev. x., in the words
of the arch -angel, whom he beheld in
the vision, coming down from heaven,
“ that in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel, when he shall begin to
sound, the mystery of God shal] be
finished.”” Ts not this the _mystery
which St. Paul unfolds to us in 1 Cor.
xv. (see Evanson's Sermon on the
Resurrectlou), and -alJso in' 1 Thess.
iv. 14, and following verses, to chap.
v. 11? . Observe particularly the 4th,

oth and 10th verses of chap. v., and
the 16th verse of chap. iv. as appli-
cable to the escape of the righteous,

-when the Saviour comes to inflict the
threatened yengeance on his enemies.

See also Luke xxi. 34—36. The
apostle Paul assures us, that the
trumpet of the seventh angel shall at
length sound ; the great changes pre-
dicted by 1t assuredly take place;
(one of Wthh I-conceive, will be the
restoration to life of the virtuous dead,

and the sudden change of the. vnrtuqus
living, to immortal happiness,) and lead
to the great and final revolution of all
the 'kingdoms :of the. earth, and the
conversion of the Jews to Christ ianity;

when the kingdoms of this world will
become the km gdoms of our God and
of his: Christ. . The apostle . calls it
the last . trump,. be(mlse the. glorlaus
kingdom: of God will then-immcdxately‘



364

appear; in. which, God has foretold
by his prophet Isamb, “ thdat nation
shail not lift up sword against uatnon,
neither shall they learn warany more.”
Coincident with these awful events
may be that descent mentioned in Zech.
xiv. 4, of tlie Saviour on the Mount
of Olives, from which he also ascended,

and who is to come in like manner,
Aects i. 11. Here no date is fixed.
But in Daniel, the angel tells Aim,
¢ that he shall stand in his lot at the
end of the days.” Of what days, we
mdy ask? I apprehend he means at
the énd of the 1335 days or years ; for
blessed and holy is he that shall see
those days. However that may be,
and it does not become any man to be
presum tuous.on i subject like this,
Paul, Dauniel and John, agree that all
these great changes will take place
at theé sounding of the seventh angel,
or last trump, and a¢ the end of the
days. See also Dan. xii. 2, 3. Al
these great events are closely con-
nectéd, and almest cast into shade the
awful calamities with which they are
to be accompanied, at the appeuring
of the Son of Man in his kingdom.

‘T bave one observation to make
before I close this subject. The angel
informéd Daniel, that ¢ sany (not
all) that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life,
and some to everlasting shame and
wntempt " This seems to be adverse
to the opinion I am contending for, a

partial and not a general resurrection.

But it does rot necessarlly follow that

the samie period of time is interided.
The angel may only suggest that there
will bé a résutrection of the just and
of thie unjust, as St. Paul has affirmed;
and, as f

passages stated, to take place at two
separate penods of time : the first, of
thosc that ave Christ's at his cotning :
the latter, or general resurrection, at
the end of his reign; when he shall
have put all enemies under his feet.
Thé list enemy that shall be destroyed
is dedth. Now cbserve, that thss enemy
is not destioyed at his comiing, but at
the énd of his relgn which St. Paul
and St. John say, will fhiish with the
géiernl résiutiection.

I ittve thrown these hasty thoughts
fogethier, in the hope that some of
yoiti Correspbndeits niny take up this
truly dwial and vei‘y interéating sub:-

think, from thé fore; oing |

Protest against the Marriage Ceremony.
ject ; and 1 shally with.great pleasure,

attend to any remarlds they may famr :

me with.
FHILA LETI-IE&

P S. Every lover of biblical cri-
ticism miust admire the exactly literal
version of Dr. Alexander on Philip.
ii. 5—11,in your Monthly Repository
[XII. 614—617].  But as the dwarf
cau sometimes see farthér than the
giant, when mounted on his $ho ulders,
I would prefer the word slave to
servant, as heightening the coritrast,
and as it aﬂudés to the erucifizion,
which was the comtion death of the
Roman slaves, and thé wiost Zgnorni-
nious punisliment; a8 wel] as cruel

‘that could be inﬂlctec?

- - Pa ton;
Sir, Apnl 3, 1818.
IN pursuauce of the. example of

some of yeur fornter . Cor respon-
dents, 1 have to communicate to your
readers the copy of a Protest agaiust
the Marriage Ceremony; as adminis-
tered by law; the ceremony took
place on Thursday, April 2, and the
parties (as you will sée by thie nameés
subscribed) were Mr. J Dillon, of
Paddington; and Miss M. Woolley, of
Plaistow, in Essex. The making mar-
riage a religious instesad of a cével act,
and compelling every man, wlxate,ver

may be his opinions and. belief, to
conform to the same rite, as adminis-
tered by a priest in the same church,
is a disgrace to a civilized age and
country, so mhuch so indeed, that it
only requires to be honestly and man-
fully opposed, to be entirely got rid
of. Let, Sir, every Dissenter, and,
partl(.ularly every Unitarian, but bear'
his publi¢ testimony against this grie+
vous imposition, and . its interested and
ignordnt supporters will not dare to
defend a practice so absurd ih itself,

80 inconsistent Wwith the enlightenment

of the age, and so serious and im

tant in 1ts mdral consequences. Hop-=
ing to see your Magazine the record
of many such stands against priestly
imposition, . and - trusting, from the
visible advantage derivable from a fre-
quent repetition of the subject, to youx
speedy insertion of these obsetvations;
and the accoibpahymg ddcumnnts, |

AL DELTA..



 Missionary Perversions of Christidnity.

¢ To My —ewicsam,] commonly ealled the
Reb M. bbb

« The undersigned, being Umtamn
Dissenters, present 1o you the following
Protest against the -Marriage Cere-
mony, to which, according to the law
of the land, they are compelled to
subscribe. They disclaim all intention
of acting disrespectfull either to the
legislature, or to its civil officer before
whom they stand. . They lament that
they are placed in a situation so unna-
tural, as that even forbearance to
what they consider as established error,
would be a formal reeantation of opi-
nioss which they received on convic-
tion, and which they will only re-
nounce on similar grounds.

« Against the Marriage Ceremany,
they can but most solemnly protest ;

¢ .Because it'makes marnage a. reli-
gious instead of a eivil act ;

« Becansé, as Christians and Protes:
tant Dissénters, it is impossible we
can allow of the interference of any
haman institiition, with matters which
concern our faith and consciences;

¢ Because, as knowing nothing of a
priesthood in Christianity, the sub-
mission tu a ceremony performed by
a person ‘in holy orders, or pretended
holy orders,’ is painful and hutmhatmg
to our feelings;

¢¢ Because, as servants of Jesus, we
worship the one living and true God,
his God end our God, his Father and
our Father; and disbelieve and abomi-
nate the doctrine of the Trinity, in
whose name the Marriage Leremony
is performed.:

“ (Signed)
- - 4 JOHN DILLON,
- “MARY WOOLLEY,
. ¢¢ Members of the Charch of
. God, meeting in the Crescent,
Jewin Street, known by the
name of Free-thmkmg Chris-

- tramns.”
April 2, 1818.
Clapham,
SIk, March 23, 1818.

CONCEIVE it affords a fair trial

‘of the scripturality of any dec-
tnnes, to observe whether those who
believe simply as they are taught, and
speak - snnply as they mean, are led
by receiving them: into seripturul or
wiescreptural -ways of thinking and
speakiiif.  As many of your readers
may a6t be accustomed to peruse the
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Missionary accounts that are’ pnhé
hshed, t:he y may wnot be aware how
striking an occasion they present. of
applying this trial to the question of
the Trinity. It may not be useless
to prove this by a few instances, which
are a fair sample of a host of others.
In the Christian Observer for Feb-
ruary, in this year, an interesting
account is given of a visit paid by a
man named Anund Messech, to some
Christian ‘converts in the neighb(mb
hood of Delhi. He found in theif
hands a copy of a gospel, and on
pointing out to ane'of them the name
of Jesus, asked him, « Who is that "’ -
¢ That is God ;" rephed the Hindoo.
Would this have been an apostle’s an-
swer? Again, in the Missionary Re-
gister for the same month, we read a
letterfrom a Calmue prince, addressed
to the President of the Russian Bible
Society. It begins in this way:c
““ On the 19th of the first Tiger
month 1 received with great pleasure
thé letter you wrote hie, together
with twé copies of the History of the

Merciful God Jesus Christ, translated

intoe our Mougohau language You
desire me to read in this book. In
obedience to this command, [ have
not oiily myself read the word and
doctrines of the Almerciful God Jesus
Christ, but have given one of the co-
pies to our Lama, who reads it with
the priests.”

Once’again, among the same pages
is given a Tetter from Pomare, I\mg of
Tahiti, or Otaheite, accompanying his
household gods, which he has sent
over to Europe, as he beautifully says,
“ that they may be either burnt with
fire, as is thought proper, or that the
people of Europe may satisfy their
curiosity, and know Tahiti's foolish
gods.” Here, indeed, is cause not
only for blessing God and glorying in
our Master, but also for heartily com-
mending our brethren, and embracing
them with Christian love, who have
done such great gobd. Bat is it not
startling to read in Pomare's letter,
twice repeated, such expressions as
these : “ When this body of mine
shall be dissolved in dt:ath ‘may the
TAree-one save mel™ o+ The hree-
one; he it is that tan make the'love of
sifi to cease” ?

Surély we may bay tbxs appeats to
be a éettmg fotrth of strange gods, dnd
is too much like re¢laiming wen fromi
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one. idolatry to plunge them into an-
other. .In the mean tnme, it may shew
the call that:there is on those who

hold the old Christian truth, ¢ There

is one (God, and one Mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus,”

to be active, not only at home but
abroad, ' lest C—hristianity should be
mlsrepxesented all . over the world.
May ‘sod grant that there may soon
be missionaries of this description,
that it may appear, under his blessing,
that - the simple and genuine gospel is

m:ghtner than any:cor ruption of it.
HOPEFUL

Palgrave, _
SIR, February 6, 1818.

JRESUMING that the Author of
the ¢ Survey,” in your last Num-
" ber, [pp. 77—80,] is correct in what
he states, I am very sorry to find that
the Attorney-General should, on:the
Jate trials, have distinctly .stated that
Uuaitarians are still amenable to the
common law for transgressions against
established doctrines. The worthy
writer points out an obvious method,
as he thinks, by which we may avoid
every evil, but I am not quite sure
that his plan will give us sufficient
Iatitude. . It is hardly enough for us
to preach our opinions unless we may
contrast them with those of our oppo-
nents, and thus discover the relative
deformity. Butsupposing we could do
so, still being jealous of any encroach-
ment on religious liberty, 1 beg to ask
your legal Correspondents, whether
or not this be not a new doctrine,
tthat we are amenable 1o the common
law”? I am aware that Christianity
is considered as part of the common
law, though, unless it can stand with-
out this prop, perhaps some may think
it not worth preserving. But I was
not aware that any particular form of
Christianity, to use the words of a
Church Dignitary, was so established
by common law, as to make those who
differed from that established doctrine
sinners against the law. In fact, was
not your able Correspondent, who
sent you an account of indictable of-
fences not many months since, correct
in shewiug that, upon all informations
thus laid, the _]udges umformly made
a difference between impugning the
cndences of Christianity,, and the

....

qnestxomng of the valldnty of these

- On the Review of Mr. Fox's Sermon before the »Uni_tafz'an Fund.

doctrines, on which -wise-men have
differed? This- was the impression
your worthy Correspondent’s. paper
made on my mind; but how is this
statement reconcﬂable with the Attor-
ney-General's opinion? Andif things,
after all, are so, that we. are amenable,
should we not apply for farther pro-
tection; for. it signifies but little whe-
ther 1 spend. my time in: prison, from
sinning against common law, or from
transgressing the enactments of a po-

sitive penal statute? .

- S1r, . March 11, 1818.
N reading the crlthue on Mr. Fox’ s
sermon, delivered before the Uni-
tarlan Fund Society, 28th - March,
1817, [p. 137,3 I was struck with what
I conceived to be a greatimpropriety ;
and as my only wish is to be guided
by reason and truth, I shallfeel greatly
obliged to any of your Correspon-
dents to relieve my mind from the
perplexity 1 labour under in conse-
quence. The critique informs me, that
T'rinitarians, as_such, dre not idolaters,

~ because their worship is .the result of

‘ an honest compliance with the dic-
tates of anm erring judgment.” Until
now, Mr. Editor, 1 had thought that
the worshiping of any object. other
than the great Creator of all things,
was idolatry, although, at. the same
time, [ did not think the sin. of idolatry
was of equal magmtude in all. For
instance, . the Roman Catholic. main-
tains the efficacy  of saint-worship,
the Heathen nations the efficacy of
worshiping the sun, moon, fire, wood,
stone, &c. &c.; but as this worship
results from -ignorance more or less
according to the degree.of light and
knowledge which they might, or might
not have, so I thought would be their
sin before the Almighty. But if these
people worship, accordmg to the Re-
viewer, ¢ with an honest comphance
with the dictates of an erring judg-
ment,” they are not idolaters. What
then is idolatry ? \
Again: ¢ Mr. Fox,” says the Re-
viewer, “seems to maintain Mr. Lind-
sey's opinion, that ¢T'rinitavian wor-
ship_ is. Christian ~idolatr:y.’ ”  Now,
Mr. Editor, I am not: very: well ac-
quainted with ancient mythology, but
1 am told ‘they had gods many and
lords many ; neither:am'1 sufficiently
auquamtegltwnth ‘modern or Christian
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mythology; but this I do know, that
they too have gods many, .and yet 1
am - informed by the ‘respectable Re-
viewer of Mr. Fox's sermon, that as
they worship “ with an honest com-
pliance with-the dictates of -an erring
judgment,” they are not idolaters. If
even the more polished of the heathen
world had many gods, and" differed
one from another as to the particular
god or image' of their worship, and
wele considered idolaters, how, in the
name of common sense, can we reject
“ Mr. Lindsey’s opinion, that ¢ 'I'ri-
pitarian. -worship is Christian -idola-
try’”? Have not the Trinitarians gods"
many?: 1 well remember to have
heard from the Tabernacle pulpif, {for,
for many years I was a Tabernacle
many) addresses in the saine prayer,
to God the Father, God the Sonu,
God the Holy Ghost, and these com:-
pounded, making another god.  1If
this.g’foss worship had not been, again
and again, obtruded upon my under-
standing, no doubt I should have kept
my seat there to this day ; ‘for I bear
witness to their sincerity and piety,)
but I thought this worship (first) a
great impropriety,—then a perversion
of reason,—then contrary to Scrip-
ture,—then idolatry, though without
sin, because my worship: was in “ ho-
nest compliance with the dictates of
an erring judgment;’ nevertheless I
have thought, and continue to think,

1 was an idolater, and a Chnstlan
idolater” too, though not wilfully. I
hope some one of your learned Cor-
respondents will take this subject up,
and inform your readers (especially
the . class to which .I bélong) what
idolatry is,—distinguishing between
Jewish, Heathen and Christian idola-
try. In giving .the above in your
valuable Miscellany, you wnll greatly
obhge a neéw subscnber

« | A.Z.

Plymouth,

- S1r, : March 28, 1818.

LTHOUGH it is our lot as a
J"A sect, to be much spoken against,
and we may expect from every quar-
ter, hoth direct and indirect blows
fiom -the parties. which divide the
Christian church; yet we have no oc-
casion ito apprehend offence where
none was intended, . nor to- imagine
that -every: advocaté’ of  orthodoxy

mearis -a fling -at -us/when he- says

somethipg ill-natured of -a- diﬁ‘erent
party! | The feelings of 'Unitatians are
those 'of men, allve to every ‘touch; atd
liable, - therefore, to ‘hé unnéc essarily
awakened by the inuendos of the or-
thodox champions.: :
.1 aminclined to thmk thls has been
the case in ‘@ recent iustance; and,
lest the alarm which ‘has been i"alsed
by a friend, warm inix the interests of
truth, should spread in the Unitarian
cnrcle, I ‘must beg to rectify what I.
conceive a mistake, asto the ‘opinion
that. is entertained by an eminent
Scotch - divine; of the actual state of
the Unitarian church. »
. I refer; Sir, to a dec]aratlon made
by Dr..Chalmers, in the Introduction

to -his very celebrated ‘Astronomical

Sermons; the passage is as follows :
¢ This" was the sole attribute of his
theology, (a firm belief in revelatlon,)
which I had in my eye when | p

sumed to eulogize it. 1 do not thmk
that, amid the distraction and the

engrossment of his other pursuits, he

has at all times succeeded in his inter-
pretation of the book, - else he would
never in my apprehensxon, have abet-
ted the leading doctrine of a sect or a
system, which has now nearly dwin-
dled away from public observation.”
Now it has been thought that the
Doctor here alludes to Unitarianism ;
but this I apprehend is a mistaké. 1
learn from a very intelligent gentle-
man, whose usual resxdence is at (zlas-
gow, that the opinion generally pre-
vailing in the circles of that city is,
that he refers to the Millenarian hy-
pothesis, or the reign of Christ for a
thousand ' years upon the earth. His
language is doubtful, and I do- not
think we aré warranted to apply it
to the case of Unitarianism. Whether
Sir Isaac Newton was a Millenarian
or not, [ have not been able to discover
either by my own researches or by
those of an industrious friend. His
tutor, Dr. Barrow, avowed this notion ;
it was very generally prevalent at the
time Sir Isaac lived; and the sweet
influences of Lhnshamty appear to
have laid fast hold of his enlarged and
philosophic wmind ; it is, therefore,
highly probable that a notion’ 80 ac-
cordzmt with the moral and benevolent
sensibilities of man would ‘be‘accepta-
ble to. him. . Chuirchmen: and Dis-
senters. equally patronizing the opi-
nion, - ‘he ‘might: become its' advotate.
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with more safety than he could be the
advocate of other theological opinions
openly : on this point the cry of he-
resy would not be raised agsinst him.
And, that he was not better known
as a believer in the proper unity of
God, was owing, perhaps, to some
dread of such a charge. Perhaps
some-of your readers may discover in
his works the distinct traces which
have led Dr. C. to regard him as the
abettor of a leading doctrine now ge-
nerally fallen into disrepute. .

Dr. Chalmers cannot be so totally
unacquainted with the world in which
heis living, as to believe that Unita-
rianism is now dwindling away. He
has seen a proof of the contrary in the
very city in which he resides; and in
~ other towns of the northern kingdom
are manifestations of the falsehood of
the position ;7 and whatever opinion
we may entertain of the solidity of the
Doctor’s apprehension, thet other
worlds and other systems may be in-
terested in the awful catastrophe of
the sacrifice of a God upon the little
hill of Calvary, by that pitiful, that

despicable race of bipeds, called Jews,

we really believe Dr. Chalmers knows
better than to insinuate < that Uni-
rianism has nearly dwindled awa
from public observation.” -

I am, Sir, proud of the honourable

rank in which Unitarian professors

now stand, and confident of the greater
honour that yet awaits the Unitarian
profession, yours in sincere congratu-
lation, |

| [. W.

SR, ' Jan. 12, 1818.
MONGST the desiderata on the
part of free inquiry, may I be

permitted, through the medium of

your widely-circulated little volume,
to report one, in my opinion, of no
little consequence, viz. a bookseller
of liberal and fearless principle at the
West end of the town. 1 shouild be
happy to be contradicted by any of
that respectable profession residing in
that particular quarter : but at present
1 mast reluctantly, but as confidently

presume myself authorized, from some

experience, to say, that the fear of
Reverends and Very Reverends and

Right Reverends, before their eyes,

forbids one and all of them from even
suffering to be advertised 38 only sold
at their shops, amy publication which

" Old Presbyterien Meeting-House &t Gainsbarough. - -
“these great Dons in Divinity ‘might

ohject to, as too determinedly hete-
rodox, [t is .not long ago that a
‘¢ venerable” of this sacred order had
very nearly proceeded to exeomma-
nicate, in form, a right and very loyal
and Church-goeing member of the fra-
ternity, for having in his window 2a
little book, goed-humouredly enough
surely, entitled, *“The Common Prayer

‘Book of the Sect of the Thirty-nine

Articles (still whimsically enough
styling itself the Church of England)
made Scriptural,” &ec.; and a friend
of mine, only the other day, upon
proposing, for sale under his roof, to
another, a page or twe, as inoffen-
sively too, entitled, “ Addenda to
Gastrel’'s Christian Institutes, or- a
Sequel to ¢ Bible Precepts,” for the
edification of ¢ Bible only Schools,””
was at once replied to, that he did not
dare to sell the sheet in question,
because he published for the Bishop
of ———. ¥or brevity's sake | make
no comment. _—_—

A GRADUATE OF THE UNI-

| VERSITY OF OXFORD.
P. S. May 1 avail myself of the op-
portumity to remark, that in compli-
ance with the request in your present
Number, I have added the name of a

friend to your list of subscribers.

Glatnsborough,

'Sim, . May 8, 1818.
OUR volumes will hereafter be
~ looked into as a record of facts
and events, out of which-the historian
and biographer of Unitarian Dissenters
niy extract the most important ma-
terials. Ia this view, I think a short
sketch of the history of the buildings
and congregations connected with us
in various parts -of the country, is a
desideratum. - 1 comwmunicate the fol-
lowing account of the “ old- Presby-
terian, or Independent meeting-house”
at Gainsborough, with a hope, if if
be acceptable, that short communi-
cations of a like nature from -other

places may be excited. | |
The present meeting-house, situ-
ated in Rotten Row, (in modern times,
Beaumont Street,) has been erected
more than 100 years. It has little
appearance of a place of svorship ex-
tecrnadly; but it is neatly fitted up
within, aod will contain upwards of
WO s. We have no accutate
accoumt ofits origin ; butMr. Amabrose
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Ru&sdell was minister ‘here in A.D.
1707, and contmued so till 1750, when
it is supposed" ‘heresigned and retired 3
he died in the melghbourhood April3s,
1754 By the register of christenings
in-his txme, and from some other cir-
cumstances, it appears that the con-’
gregation ‘must have been very nu-

merous, and highly respectable.. Some
important. legacies were left by dif-
ferent individuals belonging to the
congregation, for charitable purposes,
and’ for- the maintenance of a Presby-
terian or Independent minister in that
place. By this cautious wording, it
seems that the donors were aware of
the change of constitution which the
Presbyterian congregations in Eng-
land were undergoing, and provided
against being misunderstood.

Mr. Jeremiah Gill succeeded, in
1750, and remained pastor until his
death, which happened in 1796. This
gentleman was one of the contributors’
to the Theological Repository, edited
by Dr. Prlest]ey (See Mon. Repos.
XII 601.)

“"Mr. Jacob Brette] who had been
for:some time a fellow-labourer with
Mr. Gill, succeeded him as pastor of
the congregation, and continued in

that - office fourteen years. He died"

March 19, 1810, aged 48 years, and is
buried by the side of his predecessor,
in the c-hurch yard of Gainsborough ;

a8 was alsoMr. Rudsdell. Over each
of these ministers, whose remains are
separated by only a few yards of
ground, a handsome, but: plain monu-:
ment is erected. -Thus it appears,
that for considerably longer than a
century, this congregatlon had but-
three ministers. | |

Mr. N. T. Hemeken was elected-
the successor of Mr. Brettel, and was .

pastor from 1810 to Midsummer, 1817,
at which time he removed, to take the
charge of a.congregation at Bradford,
in Yeorkshire, not without the warmest

-esteem of these among whom he had

laboiired: with much aceeptance and:
- and respectablhty Whl(:h a ‘Edropean

usefulness for near seven years.:

The choice -of the congregatlon
next . fell . upon your present Cor—-
respondent, W ;

R. LITTLE.

P.kS.e An anecdote respecting Mr.
A. Rudsdell, the first of my :prede-
cessors whose name is recorded, may.
be..found: in' the  interesting . Life ' of
Mr:, Wi Hatton; - of . Blmm‘ingbam
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And- it ‘'may be’ worth mentionfng,f
that ‘§ grandson of his is ‘at this day
the senior member of our congre-

g'atxon
I DOUBT not but most’ of your
readers have perused with smgular
pleasure, ‘the letter from a native
Unitarian Christian at Madras, lately
edited by Mr. Belsham. (See Christian
Reformer, 1V. pp. l---lO) Itis, indeéd,
a_just occasion for joy and thanks-
giving; and we are also obliged to
the editor for his interesting remarks
upon it. - But, I must confess, I felt a
damp on my" pleasure, when'I found
that a person of so much influence
was not about to second, buat to dis-
courage the petition of the Indian
Unitarians, for a European teacher;
and as 1 feel deeply interested in‘the
subject, 1 beg: leave to propose a few
arguments in favour of our acceding
to' that petitnon. “Mr. Belsham ob-
serves, ‘that <« it is not” within the
purview of- the society to send out
Missionaries; and; ‘that for his own
part, he dzd not see that they 'could be
of any use.” He thinks that Roberts,
the writer of the letter, and a few'
younger - assistants whom he might
select, would make better preachers
than Europeans. Now as to-the
Unitarian Society, the sendmg Mis-
sionaries s evidently not one of"its’
functlons, but the mutnhty of Mis-
sionaries is not so manifest. There is
no doubt, that native teachers have
their own advantages; and if the
question were as to the relative mag-
nitude of those advantages, m com-'
parison’ with those of Europeans, it’
might not be easy to decide. But the.
questnon is,- whether European Mis-
sionaries mlght not greatly promote
and’ assist ' the endeavours of the
natives? Now, I think, a few consi-’
derations may convmce us that they'
might, ‘and would. » -
I will argue, first, from the a.ttentlon '

" SIr, Clapham, May 10, 1818.

teacher, especially a scholar and a_
gentleman, would procure for ‘the’
cause. - As” the Master ~said, “ A
prophet. has 'no honour 'in bxa ‘own
country:” A natlve teacher of a’
- foreign- rehgxon ‘labours ‘'under all the’
ofium : of ‘antapostate from his own:
a tervible: prejudl’cé to. encoqnter, bat
from whidh' the’ fore:gncr is freé. - Al
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accounts from India shew, that the
Englishman is very highly thought
of by the natives; and how great are
his advantages, when contrasted with
the disabilities of natives, of the lower
castes, which seems to be the descrip-
tion of these our brethren! How can
we expect that the Bramins will
deign to be taught by these abject
and profane persons? How much
does one wish, that such inquiring
Bramins as those whom Mr. B. men-
tions, should have their attention called
to the existence of Unitarian, Euro-
pean Christians! ‘To gain respectful
“attention to Christianity, is more than
half to win the day. A gentleman,
who lately published a work entitled,
¢ Sketches of India,” asserts, that he
was a witness to the reading and
teaching of a Baptist Missionary, for
several weeks, during a great religious
fair, before an attentive audience. of
above 8000 persons, including many
Bramins. One cannot but suppose,
that it was the European who com-
manded so much attention. -

I would argue, secondly, from th
superior intelligence and information,
which a -well-instructed Missionary
must possess over a native Hindoo, on
subjects connected with Christianity.
He has read the originals of the Scrip-
ture; he knows at large the history
of the church and the world; he has
seen the ends of controversies, and
the tendencies of opinions; he has a
philosophical expansion of views, and
a Christian superiority to superstition,
to which the native Christian can
seldom have attained. An infant
church, in such a land as Hindostan,
seems to need such a guide. But
what is a stronger argument, our In-
dian friends feel themselves their need
of such a helper. Probably, indeed,
with the gospels in their hands, they
may discern and embrace the essence
. of our simple religion; but then they

nted some person of authority, to
assure them, when this is attained,
that they kave the one thing needful,
to set them at rest that they are
 Chuistians. o

N A third source of argument,is the

1mportance of opening a channel of

communication. ‘This our Indian bro-
ther craves, in order, as he says, * that
we may hold up to them the true light,
and encourage and raise their spirits
in their duty.” I hambly hope that

The Emperor-Constantine's Sermons.

this letter of Williamx Roberts, which
is so plainly the call of Jesus to feed
his flock, will not be disregarded by
us. -Such an opportunity may never
be given again; a finer never opened
before the eyes of Christian - philan-.
thropists. - I - have been considering
usefulness abroad; but I must add,
that undertakings of this kind leave
a rich reward at home: they call reli-
gious feeling into animated and de-
lightful action, and promote the ge-~
neral sympathy and love of Christiaas
to one another; and as to Unitarianiam,
I believe, that under the Divine bless-
ing, they would be to it as the bread.

of life,
S - T,F.B.
Loughborough,
Sir, S, May 9, 1818.

I WAS examining lately a coin of
- Constantine, surnamed the Great,
and had occasion to turn to the life of
the Emperor, as given by Lempriere,
in his Classical Dictionary ; it is-there
related, that ““Constantinewas learned,
and preached, as well as composed,

' many sermons, one of which remains.’””

Constantine, it seems, was a preacher,
and employed in the propagation of
the doctrines of the gospel, not only
the keen logic of the sword, but also
the weapons of the ecclesiastic, the
tongue and the pen. The use of force
was sufficiently consistent with the
Emperor’s general conduct, but the
office of Christian minister accorded
not with his character ; and the illus-
tration and enforcement of the mild,
merciful and benign system of Chris-
tianity, came with a bad grace from
him who took away the life of his
own son by means of poison. |

When -we call to mind that the
first Christian Emperor employed his-
pen in defence of the religion of Jesus,
we are inclined to wonder that :his
productions should have been c¢on-
signed to oblivion : but when we re-
collect that this same writer of ser-
mons murdered his own son Crispus,*
it i1s no longer difficult to account for
the forgetfulness in which his dis-
courses seem to have been buried.. -
- If any of the readers of the Repo-
sitory would favour us with some
account of the subject, style, &c. of

~ # See the articles Crispus and Constan-
tinus, in Lempriere’s Classical Dictionary.
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the remaining sermon of Constantine,
it.would. gratify, not only the writer
of this article, but I should think many
of -our Unitarian friends. - The Royal
Discourse of the Emperor is certainly
a Christian antiquity, and some infor-
mation concerning it, to say the least,
could not fail of tendmg to the grati-
ﬁcatwn of the theolog\cal antiquary.
W. P.

| May 6 1818.
AVING long been, and still re-
' mammg in great doubts con-
| cernmg the disputes between mate-
rialists and lmmaterlahsts, permit me
to put the following questions to both
parties, the answers to which may,
perhaps, in some degree serve to dis-
cover on which side the truth lies.

1. Do we know auny thing of matter
except its qualities, such as extensmn,
colour, hardness*> &c.

2. Do we know any thing of mind
except its qualities, such as the power
of perceiving, thinking ? &ec.

f both these questions be answered,
as I imagine they must be, in the
negative, I proceed to ask the imma-
terialist—Can you prove, that the
qualities of mind are incompatible with
those of matter ? And of the materi-
alist I inquire, Can you shew that the
qualitics of mind necessarily result
from any combination of those of mat-
ter, or are necessarily connected with
them ? If all these questions be, as it
seems to me they must be, answered
in the negative, it will then follow,
that we have not yet at least sufficient
data to establish the truth of either

hypothesis. |
- ' To Co Ho'

Sr

o | szclermzmter, ,
Sir, May 16, 1818.
E letter, of which you now re-
ceive a copy, was written by a
i?ung gentleman to his relative in
idderminster ; if yon do not object,

I should be ha Ee see it inserted
in your valuable posltory. | -

| Rome, G'ood FPriday,
My pEeAR Six, Mar. 20, 1818.
Tuouan separated from home by a
ce of 1300 miles;, 1 cannot cease
to think' with frequent and affectionate
regard upon the friends I have léft
behind.. If the:same sentimenty are

s

common also to them, it will hot bé
unwﬁe ptable to hear occ:mona“y by
letter from one whom urcumstances
have removed so far from them.

After a stay of five weeks at Parls,
we turned our faces southward, and
passing another five weeks, with gredt
satisfaction; between Lyons, Turin,
Bologna and Florence, we arrived
here just in time to witness all the
ceremonies and qolemmtles of Clmst-

mas.

Though the dm'atxon of Rome has
been so considerable as to have dig-
nified it with the title of the etemal

city, the propriety of such an epithet

is  called into questxon at every step,
by the marks of ruin, desolation and
decay. Much as 1 was prepared to
enjoy my visit to these hallowed pre-
cincts, at once the scene of so many
early associations, and the theme of
my maturer studies, it was some days
before I could view with complacency
the shattered columns of its temples
or smile amidst the vestiges of de-
parted greatness. It is too humiliating
to see the Forum Romanum, the thea-

tre of their ancient glory, degraded by

the modern Romans into a common
cattle market, and the intervals be-
tween its dllapxdated walls now made
the seat of beggary in its most revolt-
ing form. That feeling, however, has
now subsided, the scenes are become
familiar to me, and the mere locality
of the Forum, once fully ascertained,

is enough to carry back my imagina-

. tion to the days of old, and to make .

the heroes of anthmty pass in revnew
before me.

The quarter of the Forum isc crowded
with remains. At one end is the
commanding eminénce of the capitol,
which hath a modern edifice upon the
old foundations. Immediately at the
foot of it is the arch of Septimus
Severus, with the remains of two colo-
nades of temples, and one insulated-
column in honour of one of the late
emperors. At the opposite end'is the
Arch of Titus, in honour of the over--
throw. of Jerusalem; on the  right
hand you have the massive remains
of the Imperial Palace, and on the
opposite a chain of shattered temples,
magnificent even in their fall.

You have no sooner left the qunm
than, at the head of the Via Sééra, Cy
are confronted with the Arch .of
stantine, & very striking and imposing



372
edifice. Itis, however, a monument
of the decline of the arts:and of good
taste, as its only good bas reliefs are
borrowed from the Arch of Titus,
without any considerations of pro-
priety or truth, whereas itsown reliefs
are the most paltry things imaginable,
both in the style and execution. The
Colosseo, however, or Amphitheatre,
is infinitely the grandest specimen of
all antiquity. Itis an oval, and might
have still been very perfect, had not
the Pope been so entirely destitute of
taste as to have made a quarry of it
for the building of his palace. Not
far from it commences Via App
which communicated with Capua, and
went for many many miles in a direct
line. It is lined for some distance with
the fragments of the ancient sepul-
chres; that of Secipio was discovered
under ground, only forty years ago,
with the Sarcophagi, inscriptions,
names, &c.; whereas, that of Metella,
the wife of Crassus, upon the same
road, has never ceased to challenge
the admiration of posterity. -
. The most perfect, however, of all
the memorials of ancient Rome is the

Rotunda of the Pantheon, which re-

mains little impaired either internally
or externally, though very different
in its decorations now from the time
of its erection. The aqueducts are
surprising works, and are seen ex-
tending for miles in many directions
across the dreary plains of the Cam-
pagna. DBut it is inconsistent with
the brevity of epistolary correspon-
dence to enumerate all the various
monuments of antiquity. It is true,
that the identity and character of some
are but imperfectly defined and ascer-
tained, and that others are the works
of the very ~worst times of Rome.
Still, however, there is enough to in-
terest the classical traveller, in the
certainty of the more material points,
and in the speculative probability of
others of minor merit. -
‘The boast of the modern town is
~ the justly celebrated Cathedral of St.
Peter. Its extension has, perhaps, too
miuch the appearance of a palace, but
the beauty, comfort, cleanliness and
sublimity of its entrance baflle every
power of description. Its immense
dimensions, its exquisite marbles, its
costly and magnificent Mosaics, its
splehdid monuments and its union of
40 many chaste and elegant decora-

X,

Letter from Rome.

tions, endear it to.every ;,idvéri of .pras

priety and taste. The Vatican attached

to it is the repository of the . finest
museums of statuary and paintings in
the world ; though every palace hére
commands the attention of the tra-
veller, by some specimens of the per-
fection of the arts. The streets are
geunerally narrow, and oftentimes very
offensive. 'We have a suite of rooms
looking into the Palace d’Espagne, the
most open and pleasing part of the
whole town. - \ LD

Bat as weare now in the metropolis
of Catholic Europe, we avail our-
selves of every opportunity to attend
the ceremonies of papal worship. On
Christmas day we saw the Pope at-
tend the sacrament, at the Church of
St. Maria Maggiore. He was con-
veyed up the centre aisle or nave,
between two files of military, in a
chair of state, with fans of five ostrich
feathers on each side of him, and with
all the pomp and pageantry of Eastern
magnificence. He séemed, indeed, to
share a divided worship with- the
Deity ; and though the Cathdlics in
general are very earnest in their devo-
tions, not a soul on that occasion,
either ecclesiastic or layman, seemed
interested in the service, except the
aged Pope himself, who appeared
under the influence of a very fervent
and unaffected piety. Indeed, he is a
most excellent old man, and every
circumstance of his life seems calcu-
lated to adorn the gospel of his Master.
He is much beloved both by natives
and foreigners. Another day we were
summoned to the Church of St. Syl-
vester, where a virgin was about to
take the veil. She appeared at the
altar in a bridal dress, with her father
and mother, and after a public pro-
fession of her faith and wishes, she was
conveyed by the officiating cardinal,
to the Convent attached to the church,
and presently re-appeared at a grated
window behind the altar in the same
attire. The abbess and other sisters
were in attendance, who, in the pre-
sence of ‘a numerous congregation,
cut off her hair, stripped her of her
finery, and equipped her in all the
dismal : characteristics of her order.
Thus did we see this deluded girl, at

‘an age of not mere.than twenty-two,

!

consign herself to voluntary and: per-
petual confinement. .0, . L
- Moniday: Night. There 'are: mairy
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similar establishments at Rome, and
almost every day is marked with some
solemnity of more than pagan super-

stition. In St. Peter’s, crowds of wor-

shipers are seen every hour Kkissing
the foot, and rubbing their heads under
the sole of the apostle. - At another
church, hundreds of penitents are seen
crawling on their knees up the véry
steps by which our Lord ascended to
the judgment hall.. At a third, the
1denucal cradle of our Saviour is ex-
hibited. At a fourth, a relic of the
manger and remains of the very cross,
large enough to fill an ordinary wag-
gon, as if God had multiplied- the
fragments to animate the plety of the
faithful. To me, 1 must own, it is
very paiuful to see the understaudmgs
of my fellow-creatures so perverted,
and to find them exchanging the in-
fluence of a pure, genuine, inward
religion, for the ostentatious, but un-
improving homage of ritual obser-
vances | would pity, however, but
not condemn, ‘and would feel the va-
lued superiority of our own institu-
tions, both in religion and politics, so
enhanced by my experience, that 1
may be more patient, under seeming
difficulties, and more grateful for real
advantages.

The Easter ceremonies are now
over, and wonderfully solemn and im-
posing they have been. To see high
- mass at St. Peter s, the noblest Cathe-
dral in the world, to see the head of
Catholic Europe, prostrate at the altar
of his God, to see him humbling him-
self to ,the dust, discarding all his
greatness, beatin g” on his breast, and
saying, with the emphatic humlht of
the Publican, Gad be merciful to me e
sinner, is indeed a more striking so-
lemnity than my imagination could
ever have conceived. To see the same
father of the church, in the balcony of
St. Peter’s, bestowing his patriarchal
look upon the thousands in the area
below, to hear him invoking the bles-
sing of heaven on the prostrate mul-
titudes beneath him, is indeed so awful
and impressive in its effect, that it
might soften the most obdurate, and
blend the_discordant principles of the
hearers, in one common sentnment of
piety and love.

It has been my extraordmary good
: lut.k too, to- see the dome of St.
Peiers illuminated, whxch, till this

year, has: been only exhlblted on St
Peter s day in June,

Last: week but: one we took a tnp-
to Tivoli, the ancient Tibur: the sce-
nery about it is abselutely beautiful,
though on a very smallgscale. The
cascades are lovely—the'ruins grace-
ful—the evergreens singularly. rich
and beautiful, and the whole effect so
engaging, that I had almost betrayed
myself into the poet’'s wish of old: = -

Tibur Argeo positum colono, |

Sit mea sedes utinam senectaz &e.
[Hor. L. ii. 0d. vi.] -

till the thought of distant home and
friends, renewed the recollection of a
more substantial residence.

I spent rather more than a month
at Naples. It is a very fine town angd
finely situated. -Its meighbourhood
abounds in classical interest, and soli-

‘cits your. attention on every side.

Cume, Baie, Zifzsenus, the Lucrine and
Averne Lakes, the Circzean Pro-
montory, Pastum, &c., are all easily
accessible from it. 1t i is, however, a
villanous place; there seems, indeed,
throughout ]taly, to be a sort of scale
of roguery increasing as you go south.
Thus at Turin you complain a little, but
the nativestransfer all the abuseto the
Florentines, they in like manner to the
Romans, and they to the Neapolitans
as the very Ne plus ultre of rascal-
ity, and the very outcasts of society.
Travelling, too, though dangerous in
many parts of the Roman States, is
worse in the Neapolitan, and we have
frequently gone, attended for a day
together, with some armed men on
horseback at every stage.

St. Januarius, as the patron saint
there, has in many cases superseded
Christianity ; there is a statue of him
near the bottom of Vesuvius, with one
hand pointing to the smoke. On.
every alarm of an eruption, the inha-
bitants betake themselves to his pro-
tection ; but as the Saint seldom in-
terferes, except to support the honour
of his own natal day, he not unfre-
quently has had his face pelted and
his back scourged by the irritated and
impatient multitude. - I climbed with-
a large party up to the very crater,
and a very amusmg and smgulnr ad-
venture it was.

Far, however, the most mterestm
excursion from Naples is to Pompel?
a town which' lay 1700 years buried:

378
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'under a shower of cinders from Vesu-
vius, and which is now, since the
excavation, so perfect, that you walk
through the very streets, -enter the
very houses, read the very advertise-
ments on the walls, and take your
seats in the very same theatre that
Cicero and Virgil frequented, in the
days of Roman greatness. The limit
of our travels was Paestum, about 70
miles south of Naples. We went
from Salerno by sea, about S0 miles;
and afterwards by sea to Amalfi, the
loveliest sail 1 suppose in Europe.

. But as 1 have nearly exhausted all
my materials and time and paper, I
must haste to a conclusion. The post
for England starts to-morrow morn-
ing. We intend to follow a part of
the way on Wednesday. Qur route
is' to go by Bologna, Venice, Milan,
&c., staying a few days at each place.
Adieu. M. C.

——

Extract of .a Letter from a Gentleman
. in Rome, received by his Friends in
Edinburgh.
... . (Seep.338,) |
I HAVE Ilately been much inte-
. rested by a controversy carried on
at Geneva, between the clergymen
there and a Mr. Drummond, assisted
by Madame Krudner, the great Ger-
man enthusiast and prophetess. These

two, during some little residence they
made in Switzerland, had observed

the great departure of the clergy and

the people from the good old doctrines
of John Calvin, and formed a scheme
for bringing back the lost sheep to
the adoration of the holy Trinity.
Their attempt was as bold as it was
fruitless. They began by assembling
around them all the most ignorant
part of the rabble; and vwhen they
thought themselves sufficiently strong,
wrote aletter to the Consistory, which
is. a matchless piece of impertinence
and folly. I need only mention the
~ few first words, in order to give you
an idea of the whole. It addresses
the whole church as ‘¢ blasphemers
of the name of Jesus.”” Can any thing
he imagined more arrogant than this ?
Christian meekness and humility are
certainly not very remarkable in it.
But the effect of the letter was very
different from what its authors ex-
pected.. . The Jady was sent out of
the town, under the conduct of gens

nstitutions.

Letter from Rome concerning Unitarianism at Geneva. |

d’armes, and.l1 have been told, that
every cauton and country which she
reached, afraid of a person so active
in stirring up rebellions, had adopted
the same measure, and the poor wo-
man was not allowed to rest till she
reached Frankfort. .
- Mr. Drummond was told that his
absence would be acceptable,and that
if he did not quickly take himself off,
he might run a risk of sharing the
fortunes of his fair coadjutor. Mean-
while, the people of Geneva were a
little troubled; for although the fer-
ment was removed, yet it left some
dregs behind it that were not so easily
cleared out. Three clergymen, im-
bued with the principles of these peo-
ple, convened their brethren, and laid
the matter under discussion, in conse-
quence of which, it was necessary to
come to some decision. 1 am glad,
however, to tell you, that the judg-
ment of the council does honour to
their liberality. It was decreed, that
faith in the doctrine of the Trinity, or
any other doctrine of any church, was
unnecessary, and forms no part of the
government of the Church of Geneya;
but that a belief in. the truth of the
holy Seriptures, and a careful study
of their contents, with a conformation
of the conduct to their dictates, was
all that was required of, clergymen.
Thus you see that true religion, un-
fettered by the interests of men, or
prejudices of education, has at length
found asituation in which it may flou-
rish without impediment. Geneva
has most gloriously finished the work
which she began so happily, and her
second reformation wzll be allowed by
all to be as great as her first. *
- SIr, . March 7, 1818, .
A MONG the number of benevo-
A lently disposed persons, there
are those who consider it praise-wor-
thy to settle a part of the worldly
goods, with which they are endowed,
for the use of charitable or religious
I have met with indivi-
dnals who are able, and, I trust, some

v v

~ * The above account is very interesting
from the information. which it conveys
coneerning the spread of a purer religions
system ; it does, however, afford toa much
ground to lamient the union of civil antho-
rity with any body of ecolesiastics. ~B.BE
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of thém 'inclined to assist in promoting
the spread of those religious senti-
‘ments, which you and I consider
nearly approaching Christian truth,
by this means, and who were ignorant
of the clogs and restrictions which the
jaws of their country have imposed
upon them, in the exercise of their
power over their property, for this pur-
pose. Doubtless there are many that
come under this description, who read

your valuable publication. By insert- -

ing the following extracts from a sta-
tute passed in the 9th of Geo. 11. (the
36th chap.) you will put these good
souls on their guard, and, perhaps,
prevent the occurrence of a circum-
stance which would be unpleasant to
yourself, were it to reach your ears,
and would be injurious to our glorious
cause. N | o
By the-above statute it is first en-
acted, ¢ That from the 24th Junme,
1786, no manors, lands, tenements,
rents, advowsons or other heredita-
meuts, corporeal or incorporeal, what-
soever, nor any sum or sums of money,
goods, chattels, stocks in the publiic
funds, securities for money or any
other personal estate whatsoever, to
be laid out or disposed of in the pur-
chase of any lands, tenements or he-
reditameunts, shall be given, granted,
alienated, limited, released, transfer-
red, assigned or appointed, or any
ways conveyed or settled, to or upon
any person or persons, bodies politic
or corporate, or otherwise, for any
estate or interest whatsoever, or any
ways charged or encumbered by any
person or persons whatsoever, in trust
or for the benefit of any charitable
uses whatsoever; unless such gift, con-
veyance, appointment or settlement of
any such lands, tenements or heredi-
taments, sum or sums of momey or
personal estate, (other than stocks in
the public fands) bz made by deed,

indented, sealed and delivered, in the

presence of two or more witnesses,

twedve calendar months at least before
the death of such domer or grantor, (in-
cluding the days of execution’ and

death,) and beenrolled in his Majesty’s
High Court of Chancery, within six
calendar months mext. after the exe-
cution thereof ; and wunless. such stocks

be transferied in the:public books;
usually. kept'for the tiansfer of stocksy:

L ’ < ’

512 ealendar mionths at least before the

deatk of such grantor or donor, (in-

fide made,” are excepted.

875

cluding thedays of transfer and death,)
and unless‘Lathe same be made to:take
effect in' pbksession for the charitable
use intended, tmmediately from the
making thereof, and be without any

power of revocation, reservation, trust;

condition, limitation, clause or agree-
ment whatsoever, for the benefit of the
donor or grantor, or of any persen of

persons claiming wunder kim.” |

By the third section of the  act,
“all gifts or transfers made in any
other manner or form than is directed
by this statute,” are declared to 'be
«void.” = . o Lo
- ¢ All gifts or transfers for valuable
consideration actually paid, and bond

"It is almost needless to add, that it
is provided, ¢ That the act shall not
extend to gifts or transfers to either of
the two Universities, ‘or any of the
colleges or houses of learning within
either of the said Universities, or to
or in trust for the Colleges of Eton,
Winchester or Westmiuster, for. the
better support and maintenance of the
scholars only upon the foundations of
the same colleges.” This is a matter

of course. N |
| HAERESIARCHUS.
~ Spirit of the Clergy.

¢ Would it be right to involve the nu-
merous adherents of the Church of England
in the cemsure which may justly be at-
tached to-—what—some individuals have
practised in its support?”’—Mon. Repos.
XK.1s2.
SIR, - March 31, 1818.
g CCIDENTALLY reverting, a
short time ago, to a former vo-
Inme of your Repository, [X. 576,] I
was much struck with the tepdency
of some reflections closing a Review,
which had not previously fallen under
my notice, of the present Bishop of
London’s primary charge to his clergy.
I feel anxious to netice the subject:
as an act of but just exculpation of a
numerous portion of individuals in
the Establishment, the very contrary
spirit of whose condict and opinions
utterly exonerate them from all im--
plication 'in the' views, there (and
in as far as they may have any real
existence deservedly) reprobated by
your Reviéewer in’the article in quies-
tion.’ PN 2 A T S TR
 That thére may be some individuals
(few, howevér,: it is to be hoped) in-
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the Chureh, influenced by the feelings,

and entertaining the views that article
describes, cannot, perhaps, be ques-
tioned, however it must be regretted,
as a fact; nor do I apprehend that
there is the sect of Christians at this
day to be found, within whose pale
there are not some intemperate indi-
viduals, and may not ever be, it is
presumied, without implicating the
character or involving.in the censure
they may deserve, the rest of the bedy.

The persons, however, to whom
the reflections alluded to refer, by no
means form any preponderating pro-
portion of the collective mass of the
fistablished Clergy. Aund could any
public occasion call forth their feelings

in an aggregate expression of it, I

would boldly venture to predict, that
the description of individuals to whom
your Reviewer’s allusions apply, would
be found to constitute a very insigni-
ficant minority, in point of numerical
strength, however supported by some
powerful names. S
It may not be known, perhaps, to
the generality of those who form the
usual- class of the readers of this Re-
pository, that the very existence of
thig party in the Church, is a subject
of real regret to its more pacifically
disposed members; men whom I may
safely. undertake to describe as con-
scientious ministers, spending their
Jives in the silent and unobtrusive
discharge of their pastoral duties,
amidst the affections, and cheered by
the attachment of their parochial
flocks, and with too serious a sense of
the awful responsibility of their own
charge, to allow them to exhaust their
precious moments in unedifying and
vexatious contests with their dissen-
tient ‘< fellow-labourers in the Lord,”
to whaom, too, they are cordially dis-
posed to give credit (
lives are in ‘unison with their pro-
fessions), for similarly conscientious
and zealous integrity. |
Believe me, Sir, the characters for
whom 1 am contending, regret that
any of their brethren should even

wish to stand forth as the champions.

for a renewal of any exploded powers

of ecclesiastical supremacy ; they re-
gret any attempts to gain an extension.

of the discipline of their church, be-
yond what is necessary for its own
government, or for amy that is:not

strictly consistent with a due regard

whenever their

‘proper to attach the. genera

-~ Spirit of the Clergy.

to the rights of religious liberty. * Iy
conclusion I-will only add, what I am
convinced, and have ample opportu.
nities of knowing, to be the fact, that
a highly respectable portion of the
members of the Church, both in talent
and in influence, and of its most zeal-
ous and consistent supporters, both in
its ecclesiastical and in its lay ranks,
are as .adverse as the warmest advo-
cates for Christian liberty out-of it
can be, to the principles and practice
of intolerance and bigotry under any
form, or in any shape they can assume
—men- steadily actuated by motives,
free from all party views or personal
policies and connexions, of preserving
‘ unity in- the bond of peace,” as the
basis on which the security. and sup-
port, the interest and prosperity of
every just cause, and of every righte-
ous undertaking must altimately de-

pend. |

P. S. I am rather inclined to think
that your Reviewer's idea, [p. 578,]
that the Established Clergy have
‘“ lost their influence, and that they have
long ceased to lead,” is not exactly
borne out by the existing facts. Their
own expertence certainly and decidedly
proves the reverse, as in all cases, unex-
ceptionably, where the principles ad-
vocated in' the foregoing letter are
acted upon, they find an harmonious
concurrence in their views, and an
affectionate attachment to their per-
sons, which can only be impaired or
extinguished by their own impru-
dence. Nor is this remark of your
Reviewer even consistent with his
own position. in another article, [p.
580,] where he expresses an inclina-
tion almost to envy them ¢ the umple
means which they possess of yaining the
affections of mankind by moderation
and catholicism,” which 1is, in fact, all

* The~c'ns'ua‘l ihstances which do unfor-

" tunately occur, (and seldom occur, I be-

lieve, without meeting their merited expo-
sure and punishment,) of petulant and
persecuting bigotry, are invariably a sub-
Ject of grief to the pacific members of tlz
Church; and tkey, as'I have stated, form
no mean portion 'of, that class to which the
writer in.your Journal, whom Mr. Belsham
has so aptly as.well as facetionsly called
your. ¢ Christian Politicign,” > bas: thought.
_ f.izi.ng-. appella-
tion of ¢ the Lqlitydirarians. .. ' .

1

1
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$ cohﬁ‘ﬁa‘fdr‘ #nd may'l be ermitted
to in&t'lge ﬁie ho'pe, ‘thkt long niay
‘sidk instridments retain their power to
reéschre, and siéh instraments be wisely
used to secure and 'perpetnate this
-natu'ral attaéhment? o
:-*—-—
B, “March 30, 1818.
ALI\NOWLEDGE myself in-

fcompetent to wield the pen of
controversy against. the'scientific skill
of Mr. Belsham, and therefore, with-
out’ entering the list as his antagonist,
T 6nly desite him ‘to establish his right
to the ground which he has taken in
defence of < Infant Baptism,” so called.
Indirect proof is certainly as satisfac-
1Dry as direét; ‘but the questlon is,
s sach proof been advanced in sup-
port of the fict, that < Infant Baptism
wiis ‘the uniform, ‘universal and ‘undis-
ptited practice of the church-from the
apostohc age ‘down to the fifth ‘cen-
tury”? Mr. B. claims this ground;
- biit surely he ought to make himself
master of it by fair conquest, before
hie sets up his banners.

‘T'have perused Mr. B.’s a umform,
universal, ‘uncontradicted’ teshmon of
Christian Antiquity,” butto my short-
sighited capacity there is such a gulph
betweéen the apostolic age and prac-
tice, and Tertullian the first father,
that 1 am ready to add anotherun to
Mr. B.s statement and say, uncon-
nebted with dposto'hc precept : that
hundred years fprms such a chasm,
that Mr. B s reasoning is not suffi-
cient 7o build a brzdge across, and land
faith safely on the distant shore.

- “Deny Infant Baptlsm," says Mr. B.,

“-and We do not say you deny the
obligation of a precept formally ex-
pressed in holy writ, but you deny
that upon which the aiithority of holy
writ itself is founded, you subvert the
Lreai‘bﬂlty of the Christian Scriptures.”
This'{s'a grand. charge against aptmts
and Antlbapttsts, which, 1 trust, will
beé fiet ‘and refiited Dy some of your
Correspondents The language of a
humble < Plea” is now transposed
lﬁtb a eul of thunderip attack. For
, I ask for Mr. B.’s why and
re suppOSe the advanced roof

Of“ 1F:mt Baptism” ‘is the evidence
of thﬁde_ rsons ‘who are also the
?’ rm‘ e fpr’ thé credlbﬂity of mt_h{e,
hridéion »}gp ure% is it necessary
kil e fmine nd
P‘l’ﬁé éétffd" ‘ okity, bet: a

VOL. XIIZ.

“Mr. Bim

is, whethér their testlmonv su
the fact of *‘Infant Baptism™ bemg an
'apostollc aﬁp’omtment or is simply
‘evidence ‘to’ the existence of a_fact
founded on an erroneous commen,t of

‘&e.

1 'be'}re\fe fheir. testimml to fact& >
‘y ‘say ‘the p)‘actlce of f‘fl‘n—
fant "Bapﬂ$m” ‘I8 a fact ; bit thie Qm:;t
orts

------

scriptural ‘expressions.
from Tertullian, pages 14and l5 of the
¢ Plea,” there is no dllusmn to apos-

‘tolic command ; the chief part whlch
relates to the pomt is the languaj

of '
Christ, ¢ Suﬂ'er the little chlldre
Nelther in the Whole book of

Tertullian ‘is such allusmn made, al-

though reference is clear to the pas-
sdge, “ Give to him. that asketh of

I

theé,” &c.. Here Tertullian. grounds

‘his argument, (ever for a]lowmg Tittle

children to come when grown up,) on.a

‘passage which has nothing to do with
‘the subject ;

jcomment, and that .err oneous.

it is simply Tertullian’s

| M.r. ﬁ.

seems ‘to discover some intimation of

it, or allasion to “ Infant Baptism™ .in

the former j passage se¢ pages 81, 82

‘but how ‘can’ a passage favour * en

apostolw znstztutzofn," ‘when the. same
apostles rebuked those who brought
the little children to Christ? Mr. B.
considers the incidental testimony of

) Tertulhan, as. tendmg to estabhsh his

point ; but surely, if he mentigns-his
dzsapprobatzon incidentally, we. should
infer, .that had he treateﬁ the subject
“ proﬁssedly, > he would have plamly
opposed . it. ' What Mr. B.. says re-
specting his not appealing to authos
rity, and pleading the example of other
sects, is what ought not to be expected
under these circumstances ; and unless
we suppose that the first writer, b

whom ¢ Infant Baptism” is mentxoneg
(and who, observe, disapproved of it, )
was a solltary dissentient, or the only

‘one who disapproved of the practire,

it ap ppears to me a reasonable suppo-
sition, that he would have made.such
appealy, had he written expressly or
s professedly” on -the subject. But,
in short, Tertullian’s testimony has no
allusion to the baptism of babies, as
may be seen b{: reference to.the con-
nexion from which Mr, B.’s extract: is
taken; it refers salely. to infants ar
mmo;rs, who had obtained sponsors or
guardians, who are able to ask for
baptism, and to. come to be baptized.
A@ well might the language-of Dawd.
adduc ‘to support original sin:
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¢ They go astray as soon as they be
born, speaking lies,” aud applied to
babies, as the language and testimony
of Tertullian. | o
~ Allowiug it to be “ impossidle” that
Irenzeus ** could be ignorant of the
injunctions and theé practice of the
. apostles concerning baptism,” it does
not follow that baby-baptism is right,

or that Iren®us countenances the prac- -
Shall we explain the words of

tice.
the tiitor by the scholar’s, or the dis-
~ciple’s by the instructor's?. When
John used the terms, ¢ fathers,”
‘“ young men,” child?;m,‘f and ¢ lattle
childyen,” or Peter, * new-born babes,”
can we suppose they meant what those

terms literally mean? Why arenot Ire-.

nsus’s terms of similar import? Why
do not they mean the same description
of characters, and not persons of dif-
- ferentages? * By regeneration,” says
Mr. B., “ baptism is ungquestionably to
- be understood, that being the only rege-
neration of which z'%ﬂmts are capable.”
"This may be Mr. B.'s unquestionable
opinion, and yet not mine; it is
-grounded ou a mere begging the point
in question, namely, that Irenzeus is
talking of babies, instead of converts
to Christianity. 1 may as well say,
that regeneration denotes a change
from Heathenism to Christianity; but
‘babiesare not capable of such a change,
and, therefore, Irenzeus's infantes are
not owr lttle babies. . -
Stumbling then at the very thresh-
old of saintly ground, 1 wish these
blocks to- be removed, or I cannot
iread -another step with safety and
satisfaction. In vain 1 rub my eyes,
without some farther assistance, to see
that it follows “ by obvious and ne-
cessary deduction, that the baptism of
theinfant (I mean baby) descendants of
baptized persons, was authorized and
instituted by the apostles themselves.”
Mr. B. endeavours to clear the rite
from what he conceives erroneous
views. ¢ Baptism is not intended to
wash awaﬁ the stains of original sin,”
says Mr. B., page 87. While Origen,
the ‘second witness, to support the
<t Plea,” speaking of original sin, says,
¢:For this also it was that the church
had a . tradition or order from the
apostles to ‘give baptism even to in-
fants.” ¢ Infants are baptized for the
forgiveness of sins. Of what sins;
or”when have they'simned? ..... It
is.because, by the sictaméirt of ‘bap-

i !

| Qn_{[nfant Baptism;' "

tism, the pollution of our birthis taken

‘away, that infants .are. baptized.”

Now, Sir, I am so. blind as not: to be
able to discern the necessity of deliey-

“ing Origen, when he says, the church
had a tradition to give baptism, and

of rejecting his testimony, when he
declares - the purpose for which such
tradition or order was given. -

Mr. B. may ask, how came it to
pass that such a practice should pre-
vail wniversally in the church, if it
were not authorized by apostolic war-
rant? 1 frankly own that 1 do not
know that it was universal. 1 do not
know whence arose the custom of

‘kissing the babies after baptism in the

African churches, unless it were from

‘the apostle’s declaration, . ¢ Salute the
brethren with a holy kiss;” nor can 1

tell how the practice of baptizing them
before kissing, in the laver of regene-
ration, to wash away the pollution of
their birth, crept into use, unless by a

- strange comment on the apostle’s ex-

pression, ¢ else were your children
unclean.” 1 cam say 1 was not so
conscientiously delicate as Tidus, for 1
kissed my baby at three hours of age
without baptism; and notwithstanding
Mr. Belsham's kind endeavours to
persuade me, with others, to act so as
not to recollect the time when our
children were not believers in Christ,
mine still remains in the gall of bit-
terness and bond of iniquity, accord-
ing to father Origen’s testimony.
- Mr. B. fails, I think, in his first
testimony, and therefore < the uni-
form, universal, undisputed practice,”
remains to be established, and then its
connexion with the apostolic com-
mand. -

AN UNLETTERED RUSTIC.

Sandonbury,

. Sir, - Aprel 25, 1818,
THE controversy. upon the subject

. of Infant Baptism, does not ap-
pear to me to be conducted on right
priuciples, by either the advocates or
the opponents of that rite.
- I'lay itdown as a simple, immutable

principle, adapted to the understand-

ings of all men, rich and poor, that
no rite or ceremony s dbligatory upon
Christians in general like ourselves,
unless it stands upon a clear, positive
command to observe. it thrqugl;; ,g]l
ages ,accompanied with the particyldrs

of the fime when it is 1o be practised,
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and of the persons, and successwn of
per:ons. whoare to administer it.”
Upon this solid ground stands the
memorial of the passover. The time
when it was to be taken, how long

it was to contmue, by whom it was’

to be observed, the partlcular manner

of its observance, and its perpetuity,

are all clearly and indisputably laid
down by God himself. Here then is
no subject for disputé or even for
doubt ;. aud when Infant Baptism, or
any other Baptnsm. or the ceremony
of the Lord’s Supper, can be made to
appear to rest upon the same -founda-
tions, then, but not till then, I think,
will they be oblagatory upon the dis-
ciples of Jesus o :
As to infant or adult baptasm. let
me ask, where is to be found the posi-
tive command to practise it? - Who
is specifically appointed to administer
it? In what manner is it to be per-
formed, by dipping or by sprinkling ?
And at what age or period of life?
It signifies nothing to say, that ¢ In-
fant Baptism was the uniform, uni-
versal practice of the Church from the

apostoln, age down to the fifth cen-

9’

tary. Because, in the first place,

there must always be some doubt re- .

specting the accuracy of this kind of
knowledge, even in the minds of the
most learned men ; and, in the second

place, the practice of the church is no

authority for the conduct of Chiris-
tians.  Notbing less than a positive

command from God, with all the par-

ticiilars of’ time" and persons, cau be
sufficiént to create an authority which

ought to be bhinding upon the followers
The practice

of our divine Master.
of the church can be no just rule for
me ; it may be an unauthorized prac-
tice, an early corruption, a practice
which would have been more: ho-
noured in the breach than in the ob¢
servance.: . |

 Respecting the authority of the
apostles to baptize, (excepting Paul,)

they were directly commanded by Je--

sus himself. But observe how delicate
was the mind of the apostle
this subject: ¢ 1 thank God that 1
baptized:none of you but Crispus and
Gaius and the household of Stephanus.

For Christ sent. me not .to baptize,
but to preach the gospel.™  Here we
see this sobleservant of God thanking
his Maker that hé. had not proceeded
any farther in this bu&mem. because he

postle Paul on"

8719

discovered upon refleéction-that he had

~

ot received any positive, direct com-

mand to baptize at all’; and-happy
would it be for the putity of Chris-
tianity, if somé modern teachers of
religion would imbibe a little of the
same species of delicacy which influ-
enced that truly excellent preacher of
the gospel. 1If, then, Paul had no
authority to baptize, who can bhe so
presumptuous as to claim any, in-our
times, uuless he can produce a positive
command directed to him for that ex- '
press purpose? ‘I shall rely upon your
impartiality for the insertion of the
above remarks in your Reposttory. |
G. _F.
Sir, | Ma 28, 1818,
APPREHEND there are no dis- -
__tinct declarations in the New Tes- -
tament from which we can decide,
whether it was the practice of the
apostles to baptize the children of
believers that were born after they
had professed the Christian faith. All
the arguments of the Baptists and the
Padobaptists are taken from the his-
tory of the church in the succeeding
ages; and I confess I have not yet
met with any which carried us z\kp
near enough-to the original souree; to
afford satisfaction to my mind: upon
this subject of, indeed, secondary im-
portance. In this want of direct evi-
dence, we can only have recourse to
inference ; and not unfrequently this
kind of evidence is of a character little
short of direct. 1 should -be pleased -
to have the opinion of those who are
advocates for Infant Baptism, and, in-
deed, of those who are advocates for -
any Baptlsm at all, upon the 1s)assage |
of Paul in 1 Cor. vii. 14: r-the -
unbelieving husband is sanctlﬁed by

‘the wife, and the unbelieving wife by

the husband, else were your chzldren |
unclean, but now are they holy.” When
a man or his wife had been conve\ted
to the Christian faith, there a rs
to have been a doubt at Corinth, whe-
ther it was the duty of this convert to
forsake his or her unbelieving part-
ner; and, to decide the question, they
applied to their acknowledged oracle.
His answer is contained in the tenth
and. followirig verses. To be unclean
and to be Hloly are terms of Jewish
law, referring to.the custom. of the
Israclites, to sanctify their persons and ;
their- vesaela for a sacred use; wlﬁch



380.

was- dane By washing or sprinkling.
These terms were ado ted by Chris-
tian professors to express the relative
stateés of believers and unbelievers ;
the outward act of Christian profes-

sion beiug- baptism..

dren, seems to imply that the children

of a believer are already holy or pri-.
can there then have.

been occasion for baptism, to brmf_

vileged persons :

them; into a state in which they a

re

of the Had  they been hol

parent ?.

by the act of baptism,; - the ‘apostle

would have ascribed their sanctifica-
tion to that rite, but he does not ; for
it is in consideration of one pareut
being . a believer and a baptized per
son, that he declares them to be holy :
hence, I should infer, that. baptism:

was not employed at all W1th the_

chlldren of believers.

| I W.
S

S!R, Hahﬁx, Ma 7’ 1818.

L. vindicate the Manchester and-
nelghbourmg iuvisters. from

imagine that a respectable bady
" men are capable of wilful deceptxon.
Still 1 am inclined to believe, that a
good deal of mischief is done by. ad-
hermg to a term, which, to say the
least, is unmeaning and totally mis-
applied. What must an indifferent
person suppose on reading *° The
Presbyterian ministers will dine with

the f{riends, of the Lancash:re and
ire Unitgrian Book Society,”

Cheshi
baut that,; on some: account, a distine-
tion was mteudgd?' I' am not aware
that the term is continued in any other
district, and_.am. of opinion, that an
adherence to it is not only improper,,
bnt has a tendency to disunite the

friends to Unitarianism, which has an,
abuudapce of opprobious epithets from.
its enemies, without: being obliged.ta

complam of tnternal divigions, =
AnCQNSTANsT REABI&R
S Lwerpmhl,,

S‘lm - May 11, 1918..

EHHAPb VORI Lorre;pondan.f:.-
i, Mir.Johos, whoohas. undéstaken:
to admmm#m cinee of the Manches: |

tat Plresbyseridny; fp. 281,] wtlhnfaiﬁ

The observation
which follows, respecting the chil-

eady were, in consequence of the act

" named I am
- mentioning the: circumstance;) it may’

"R. JOHNS: has undertaken to. ;

" In. the Vendication;

Manchester Embytemam.-bm on Sleep.

your readers why .they.- P}’f_:fgf that,
title to owe more suitable in every
way to their opzmans T sheul a thmk
as individuals they have na objc(,tmu
to be thought Unitarians, and, the
réeason remains to be: stated of tl;eu»
preference collectively, toa term which.
undoubtedl they would nat continue,
but on the most sansfactory grounds.
AN, UN ITARIAN

. m——
H’ammersmzth

y- I WISH tolekpne}ss my- thanks‘ to’

J. T. R. and Mr. Brausbyv for the
gratlﬁcatn_on they have afforded me,
by their communications of and 'i'é-r‘
specting the elegant and: eXpresswe-“»
epigram, ¢ Ad Somnum," and variéus
translations ofit;. mser&ed pp: 05,277,

To any of your: readers who are
musical, (and to the gentlemen above-
particularly desirous of

not be an unwelcome addition to thie
information already imparted respeét-
ing it, to state that one-of these trans:

the. lations, if Fremember rlghtl y, the tlird,
charge. of duplicity,. in styling them,-",
selyes, Prosbyterians, [p. 281,] and- T
should think no reflecting person can
. of |

‘e TBOugh Death’s strong ’hkeness in thy'
- form we tx'ace,’f &e.

has been set to music wnth great fe.h-, :
city. by that eminent composer. Danby.
I am indebted. to the obliging at-
tentions of - Mr. Bartleman for my
knowledge of this exquisitely sweet
glee; which, from.its words, its music;
and that -gentleman'’s incomparable.
performance of the bass.line of it, could.
not fail of being powerfully, and :no.
less agreeably nmpreased on.my, mn;ol-

lectlou
JAMES SLLV,EK
| et
: SIR, ' ‘ Ma. #6,5 1818» !

WAS, till, very lately,, prevented,.

* by, various. occnpations, | and some:
of them far less agreeable, from reads
ing My, Yates’s. pieces.in:.cantroversy
with. Mr., Wardlaw;_ wijth any thing"
like. the attention: they justly deserve. ,

There are, haweven, two' passages

~ upon, whlchthehtmt'ailpmmdedmthor

of those piéces: will, I am persuaded;:
allow-me:ta solieit. fanthemnformaﬁm -
&5 ‘16, he sayv,
“ Whethen the: plenary inspiration . of!
the: Seriptures: be: a: doctrive: of thei
Chwistiaa; feligion, : isvone ﬂﬂﬂ.&(jh&r
tiorin: wpoy whﬁlmﬂlﬁthcma kbf dw

videskin-oplipiom™: - ' 7
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Of this- statement: l am inclined-tp
qioubt the: accaracy..- 1 can,:indeed,
hardly suppose it posalble for a.person
to. examine: the Scriptures so. fully as
to embrace the Unitarian faith, in de-
fiance of long-established creeds and.
recommended formularies, veceived
by..the great majority.. of: Christians,;
thhout ebserving that. no such ple-
nyary. iospiration is claimed by..the
sacred writers, or :consistent; with se-
veral of their declarations;. not to.add;
the conduct of Divine Providence: in:
suffering the Scriptures to come down
to these later ages, under the disad-
vantages. common fo. all ancient. writ-.
ings;. though counteracted: by the.
high regard. early paid.to: those inva-
luable records, .and- the: jealousy of
rival sects, among whom they formed:
a: common authority.. , .

The .other passage to. whmh I refer
is in the. Seguel, p. 17, where Mr.

Yates. says, * Of the language and:
sentiments of Dr. Priestley, eontained-

in the: pussages, which Mr.. Wiardlaw

has. quoted, 1. strongly. disappreve;.

and: I have no doubt,. that: my senti.

know:. and. ‘cammmunicate kfﬂﬂhﬂi’ infors
mafion resgeehng the zmthor and<h

work.
. : | BcREVIS.
'"Sm, T e 15, 1814,
AD: your: Correspondent Obe

scurus, [p. 331,] taken the trous
ble to read with attentiou the note at
the foot of Griesbach’s page, he would
have seen that. Profeswr Bireh ex-
pressly  retracts. the reference which
he. had. made to the Vatican mann- -
seript, and; copnsequently, that the
Editors. of: the. Improved Version: age
not under an ervor,. when they assert
with Griesbach,. that in. the cele-
brated: passage, Acts xx. 28, ¢ the
received: text reads.Govd upon'ihe:aun~
thority. of no manuscnptr uf note o
va.lue.' | | f
B"

P. S‘ Obscurus vsery oddly refers: té»
the:nate abeve alluded to, as: ““stating:
Birch's grounds for his asserting the-
Vatican reading to be ®cs,” wheream
it rea}ly states lfis reasons for retract-

wrg: his assertion. © Let the reader

ments. are those of':the: gveat: mass: of: Judge from: the words of the noteitselft

Umtanans.

'Not baving access- to Mr. Ward~
law’s publication, 1 can only conjec-
ture, as to the passages. here censured,

vizi Sel in prafationé ad Varias: Eeet-
tiones: ad' textum: Apocaly pseos: col:
lectas, p. xxxix. Birchius, Cunr
schiedas meas; mqult. collationemm hu-

1 need not:say, on the part of Mr. jus codicis: (B) ‘complectentes iterum_

Yates, with the highest respect to:Dr.
Priestley’s memory, and from a -niotive:
which he would: have been among the
first to approve. As:many of your
readers may be:in ‘a. situation like:
myself, the able Vindicator may pro-.
bably be disposed to. satlsfy\an inguiey,
whwh I can assure him is prompted
by a better motive than curiesity.

. - "R. L. €.
S, =+ Marck Qﬁ 1818.
-OBSERVE' in. 'the’ Néw' Annual’

Register for 1783; [VI. 276, ‘the’
notice of a work, entitled ‘The Rest:-
tutior: of all Thm_qs, « by Mr. Bﬁrow‘n,
lat¢' Mlssmnary in, Geeorgia.” " It is

intenté examinarem, nihil ‘de lectione:
s Xpoiay T8 ‘@gg, nec alia lectione,
hoc low adnotatum mvemo, ita ut,

pro certo pronunclare non ausim, qmd
in codicte nostro scriptum reperia-,
tur. Vix tamen dubitare licet, si hic’
(haec >) in codlce nostro obtmmsset'\

.flr.'..-,‘

bilem: in’ ommbus codd.’ qui mnh: ob-
veneriit;. pree, ceteris exammandumg
aumpsmlm.' Cuinam vero, an ty ypo-
rap m, an . mlhl, Lﬂlpa sit’ hlbuqn&m

“Vat. 1209;. (i..e. B.) hoc ] ocp;

lrrepserlt omnmo me |atet . sed dal‘m-

digm eise ex .supra dictis, apparet.”’
W’hht Obscm'lm meq“s by 3‘3‘@&1!@

degcnbed as ‘‘an mg‘enidus angd 'liberal  that’ Bﬁrcb‘s note is unnecessary, ¢ bgg.

essa , and worthy, of attentive pera-

end of thie Divine diapensations, i tHe’
enﬁre extl ation of evil, 'disorder atid
mlsaer 5 the resto: dtion of | eaté’ >

regi ng sy,
S nlﬁ: ofg;adﬁeadérs may, péi‘ﬁg

cause lf‘ ‘we: will
This author describes,. as the, 2tsel

ﬁom their own knm dge,”

seure for, 'me 1o com ;ehend, oy BB
pf:h’eptwn h télu:lt tﬁm‘ﬁdi an thg homm;ei', wlg P é‘

,et llw map
If bxanined, as as doue, tﬁex,
will'be able to state t e fact ppmtwel

i8- tqoo

XY

d’ msf“{peou
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reading, I for one shall be content,
‘upon his authority, to believe that the
‘word Ged is not to be found in this
text, in the Vatican manuscript. Had
the word been there, it is hardly pos-
stble, that the Professor should have
overlook.d it, or neglected to have
noted so important a variation.
] -
The Nanconjormzst.
No. V. 4
Faustus Socinus and Francis David.

YHE deliberations of this society,

so far as they bhave been directed
to the elucidation of the history and
to the -development of the principles
and character of sects and individuals
that, since the sera of the Reformation,
have stood forward as the advocates
of free inquiry and liberty of con-
science, in respect to religious faith
and worship, have hitherto been re-
stricted to this country. It is now
intended to travel into other climes,
and to select for the subject of the
present essay, Faustus Socinus—a man,
‘whose sacrifices to the dictates of his
conscience, whose splendid talents,
and whose numerous and valuable
writings on ‘theological topics, give
him a just claim to respecful consi-
deration.

In his views of Christian doctrine,
Socinus departed far more widely
from the assumed orthodox standard
of the Church of Rome, than most of
the auti-trinitarian Reformers of his
time. But he was not able to divest
himself altogether of the influence of
a'system which had, through so many.
centuries, been strengthening its hold
on the assoriations aud feelings of
mankind. Ofthis we have a decisive
proof in his sentiments concerning the
high authority of Christ in his media-
torial kingdom, and the lawfulness and
propriety, if not the indispensable ob-
higation, thence arising, for invoking
him in prayer. ln other respects also
he appears to~have been tainted by
the spirit of the church from ’Whlt,h
he had separated. He was too little
disposed to allow for the peculiar im-
pressions, or for the ignorance and
mistakes of those persons who failed
to sce things in the same light as him-

self, and to admir, in ever\. particular,

tlue correctness and: truth of his opi-
nions. His language, both in stating
his own sentnments, and in combatmg

Faustus 'SOcz'nw-fand Francis David.

those of his opponents, is, on this ac.
count, frequently marked by a tone,
of arrogance and superuhousness,
which bat ill accords with the mild,
candid and forbearing temper of the
genuine Christian. |

These defects might, however,  be
attributed, in a great measure, to the
fervour of his zeal, to the natura)
warmth and vivacity of his feelings,
and 'to the spirit of the age. Had,
therefore, nothing wmore appeared to
detract from his high merits, and to
cast a shade over the lustre of his vir-
tues,' than the maintenance of an opi-
nion scarcely to be recouciled with the
other parts of his religious creed, and
the ebullitions of anger and contempt
which are occasionally observed in his
controversial writings, his character
might, perhaps, be safely left to the
impartial judgment of posterity.

- But the reputation of Socinus has
come down to the present _times,
stained by an imputation of a deeper
dye, which his warmest admirers and
hls ablest advocates have not been able
wholly to efface. It has been charged
against him, that he acted the part of
a persecutor; and while himself spurn-
ing human authority in the formation,
and 'in the avowal and promulgation
of his religious opinions, appealed,
with gross inconsistency, to the civil
magistrate, to restrain by the iron arm
of power, from using the same free-
dom, and standing on the same natural
right, a man not less distinguished
than himself by his talents and inte-
grity, who happened to disagree with
him on one solitary point of theolo-
gical speculation. The immediate
purpose of the present essay is to in-
vestigate the grounds of this heavy
accusation, by instituting an inquiry
into the circumstances of the persecu-
tion of Francis David, in ‘Transylvania,
upon which it wholly rests.

It must be plemlsed that this in-
quiry is attended with many difficul-
ties, which may prevent the formation
of a strictly correct judgment on the
nature of the transaction, aud on the
conduct of the parties whose charac-
ters are implicated in it. Very few of
the writings, wherein the circum-
stances were professedly detailed, are
now accessible, at Ieast in this coun-.
try : and those that may be consulted,

~whether composed by fneuda or ene-



Faus'tas' .S‘ociﬁm and Francis David.

niies, are evidently. tmctured by a feel-
ing of partiality; and leave room for
doubt and hesitation as to the degree
in which their representations may be
depended upon for their ﬁdehty and
truth.

The leadmg facts of thxs case are
comprised in the following particulars.
(.reorge Blandrata, a physician, high
in favour at court, in Transylvania,
and Francis David, an eminent divine
and the supermtendant of the Unita-
rian churchbes of that country, disa-
greed in opinion on the subject of the
invocation of Christ; Blandrata main-
talmng, and: David denymg, its pro-
priety and obligation as a rveligious
duty. Blandrata, failing to bring over
David to bis sentiments, invited .Faus-
tus Socinus, then residing in Swit-
zerland, to come into Transylvagia to

assist hlm in this work. Socind®
cordingly arrived, was lodged in
David's house, and for upwards of
four mouths engaged with his host in
the discussion of this topic. David
remained after all unconvinced, and
persisted in the public assertion of his
opinion. He waq, in cousequence,
arrested by orders from the prince. A
general synod was convoked for the
conslderatlon and settlement of the
¢ontroversy. Before this tribunal Da-
vid was arraigned on a charge of blas-
phemy, was pronounced guilty, and
committed to close imprisonment,
which shortly terminated in his death. *

After the lapse of fifteen years, So-
cinus published the arguments which
had been drawn up by David and
himself in the progress of their dispu-
tations, and prefixed to the work a
vindication of himself agzainst the ac-
cusations and, as he styles them, the
calumnies, whu.h had been circulated
to his prejudice, in consequence of the
part he was thought to have taken m
the persecution of his opponent. t
would lengthen this paper too much
to enumerate the whole of these, and

—— do

* Bod. Historia Unitariorum in Tran-
sylvania, pp. 82, et seq. Lugd. 1781.
Rees’s Historical Introductlon o the Ra-
(l:;vllgm Catechism, pp. xlv. ef seq. London,

t ¢ De Jesu Christi Invocatione Dis-

putatzo,” &c.8vo. Racovie, 15695 et 1626.

Secini Operq, Tom. 11, pp. 709, et seq.
Toulmin’s Life of. Socmus, pp? 8-2 et seq
London, 1777, | g

the materials on which the

983

detail the replies of Socinus. It must "

suffice to state generally the brmcnpal
«<charges, dnd. to 'subjoin a brief exa-
~ mination of the evidence by whlch

they are bupported } |
- The charges usually preferred
against Socinus in this affair are,
First, that he mstlgated the pro-
ceedings against David.
Secondly, that by an abuse of con-
fideice and of hospitality, he furnished

prosecu- |
tion was founded.’ .

And thirdly, that he assnsted per- ‘
sonally in the arrangement aud dlrec- |
tion of it,

I. No attempt has ever been made,
as far as now appears, to substautiate
the first charge by evidence. It seems

to rest solely on a vague and general

assertion, that Socinus kindled the
great fire which at this time broke
out in Transylvania, by which is sup-

posed to have been intended the ca-

lamities that befel Francis David. But
as the work in which this declaration
is made,* was written by a person
who pretended to be accurately in-
formed concerning the whole of the
transaction, and in a spirit of bitter
hostility against Socinus, it might
reasonably be thought, that he would
most readily and certainly have stated

‘his proofs, had he been in possession

of any to substantiate hus allegations,
His silence in this respect is fatal to
his testimony, and may be considered
as a demounstration of the falsehcod of
the charge. . . e
This charge is, moreover, suﬂ‘icnently
invalidated by the statement which
the enemxes of Socinus have them-
selves given of the origin of the rup-
ture between Blandrata and David,
and of the unrelenting hostility with
which. the former acted towards the
latter in all the subsequent transac-
tions. They tell us, that Blandrata
committed a gross immoral offence,
which David felt it his duty to mark
with his reprobation, by abstammg
from all further friendly intercourse
with him : that Blandrata took high
umbrage at this; _determmed upon
severe retaliation,—and, iu fact, made
his theological. dlﬂ'erence with him
the plea and the instrument for the
gratification of . his personal resent~
ment. It appears perfec,tl y. eﬂdcnt,

- Bod ‘ubi .supra, PP, 102 et seq.
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that i bis dnvitation of :Socinus to
Transylvamia, and in the arrangeménts
made for his residence in David’s
house, there was, on the part.of Blas-
drata, much more of private :malice,
than of religious zeal, or a pious re-
gard to the honour of Christ. There
is, iudeed, :scarcely room to doubt,
but that Blandrata was pursoing
through the whole business a dark and
deep-laid scheme for the overthrow
and destruction of David.” The truth,
therefore, seems to be, that the charge
of fusrigating the prosécution against
Francis David, must be transferred
from Socinus, against whom it ought
never to have been preferred, to Blan-

drata; whose conduct clearly proves.
#simm to have been the main director of

aH the proceedings. In addition to
the presumptive evidence of this, fur-
nished by the facts of the case, the
following testimony tmay be taken
from the pen of Bilandrata hiuniself.
After Socinus had reported to him the
ansuccessful termination of his dispu-
tations with David, Blandrata wirites
10 him :==* Tell Francis thatthus far
1 Have not declared myself his enemy
1o the prince, but hencéforth he may
regurd me as such.”* A few days
subsequently weére issued to the Senate
of Coloswar, the orders of the prince
for the deposition and arrest of the
superintendant. . . o

1. It is chargéd further against So-
cinus, that ke furnished thé materizls
for the prosecution, and this too, by
# breach of confidence and hLospita-

Jity. |
There is ‘6t the slighté® ground
for the latter peart of this accusation';
it is therefore unnecessary to dwell
ugion' it here. | e
“Agréeibly to fhe ofigingl arfange:
miknt, made with the conciience of
David ‘himsélf, Socinus travsimitced to
Blandrata, from time’to’ titié, the Wwiit-
ten arguments which were 'thidwn up
i the ‘coarsé of thé disputafions: And
k%4 these documeiits Bben’ eitiployed
#8 ‘tHe groand-work of tHe' ¢hirges to
be:exhibited against' David Beforeé the
Sytiod, 16 'blameé could: have attached
'Socints for making ‘the corvhni ni-
citions. But Blandiata did ndt at alt
avitil himself of these papers, He was
by ‘1o’ meéans satisfied with‘ theé ‘mhtinér
in vwhich Socintis had aianaged’ the

» Bk ubisuphd, p. 110,

" highest and best ground.

Funébus Sovin i and. Frivicis David

controvérsy. He did not think: that
e had miet the sbjections of his op.-
‘punent iti the way that he ought

‘have :done, -and maintaineéd:the sbii-
gation ‘of - invoking Christ,  on the
, . On.this
account he was unwilling to give pub-
licity to. his arguments. The waim
chargeactually preferred aguaiust Iavid
at his trial was, that on the first Sun.
day after the termination of his con-
ferences with Socinus, he had publicly
declared, in preaching to the people,
¢ that Christ ought not to be juvoked
in prayer; and that those whe prayed
to him, sinned as: much as -if they
prayed to the Virgin Mary, or Peter
or Paud or uny other dead saints.” It
is not pretended that this accusation
was made by Socinusj; nor s there
any-evidénce of his being among the
auditors of David when the words are
alleged to have been uttered. The
officer of the court, when heé read the
charge, expressly stated, that the in-
formation had been communicated to
tke prince, by the brethren, the disci-
plés and associates of David, who

were then present-among his accusers,

that is to say, by other ministers:of
Coloswar, who had on -this occasion
joined themselves to Blandrata. There
is, therefore, no evidence to crimmnate
Socinus on the second charge of hav-
ing furnished the materials for the
prosecution of David. e
II1. 1tis-alleged in the next place,
that Socinus lént his personal assist-
gnce, in the arrdngement und direction
of the prosecution. - .
- Sociis admits fhat it was at one
time his intention to have been pre-
sent at the Synod .convened for ithe
settlemient of this controversy, having
received the commands of the prince
to' attenid. ‘[ ulso states that he had,
in constignence of this, drawn up his
dnswers t6 David's .arguments, with
the view of taving them ready to
proditsd, ‘in'case the assembly should
wish to be made acquainted with
them. It is, however, to he observed,
that Socinus seems_to have (hought
that the business of the Synod would
be to discuss,. as; theologians, the con-
troversy which had been agitated be:
tween David and himself, and not;as
after wards' preved to'be its design, 10
sit in_juligwnent on the worthy saper-
inténdiant, for tie-promalgation of 41
leged blasphemies against’ God 2
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saspetted mgi‘: pi-épared this @ocu-
weeat. with the view “of ihvalving his
eppdn'éht n &4y heavier calamity than
4 removal from his misisterial v:harge,'
in order to disable him from tlie fair-
they dissettiifiation ofhis opiiibns.

‘The first Synod convoked for thé
cohsideration of‘ this businéss, met it
Thotda, on the 28d of April; 1570,
And#t is stated in one accoumt “that
a week previoysly o this, Socihus had
arrived at that city, in company with
Blandfata and ‘others, for the purpbse
of arfanging the proceedings.*’ But
to this astatement Sboeinus opposes
his distinct and unqgualified eénial, al-
léging that, had them been no other
umée of bis absence, he wis disabled
froth widertaking - the Jom‘hey by 313-
vere bodily - indispositioni. |

Owing 'to the formidable as‘pe'ct
assured by - the ndbﬂ'nty, who- wére
friefidly ' to 'David, this Syhod was
dissoived before ‘it had pvdceede& to
businéss. - Aréthiér Was convened to
meet 4t Alba Julid or Weissénburgh,
o ih¢ T8t of June then ‘hext ensumg‘.
But béfére this titne, Socinus, alarmed
by his' disorder, and not improbabiy
displeased with Bldndrata’s behaviour
towards Chinisél, in - ‘respect’ to his
mana eﬁ\ént ‘of ‘the tontroversy with
David, guitted Transylvama, and re-
tired &0 Polard. It is,” therefore,
ianifest that Socinus did wnot assist
personally in the ébndm:t of the pro-
secutlon.

“Having How dmmisaed Wbat ma
be caMed the dirécter charges prefér-
red against Socinug; it may be | rbpe)‘
to také sonie notice of 4n accusation
whieh has been: bronght agaihst higx
in a diffeveitt forth.: It is observéd, ¥
that < Blandrata hed encugh interest
andinfloence with tive Prince of Tian-
sylvania,’ to hindeér ‘the im nSOIﬁne‘dt
of David, 4f he had pléast'd and that
Seinuy eouta - éhsily have bfbught
Blaﬁdmﬁ* t'temper-and mhifdndss.™
| eré m ‘be‘no déubt of Blan&rata 8

N

of any,

- ..._‘

e Tlns Q“ﬁement llas beon gnvén in the
“}w lntrodmthn to the Racovian

tech hv. 1t eu ght to bave been .
8z=omp':¥nét¥ Sgtomus $ dgmal of 1ts ,
ﬁ‘hﬁi pein { efa ‘Tom, li 710, . .

4 ’Ré h‘ & ‘%&nnsét on ﬂné l‘)o
L 13 6# th: éth"di, b+ 8
TouMnN S Moty . 98; > ol

VOL. X11L 3 D

mﬂueiflce ‘wi’fh & *‘p‘rmc_e, : T!ﬁi“
ﬂﬂeﬁbé X fat“ufé t e 1 """f‘s‘onmen

bebn éx'; ’ﬁ:ﬁ to hinde

e" tually hiave
Bugt B]an"-
drata wilted bﬂ_metwme |

From whiat'* has sl ead.g beeri aﬁg
vdmed, it may easﬂv be seen how
little it was in ‘*Ocmu;sspower tis avé
brouight Blandrath %0 temper am}
mildness.” ° With the Teelings which
prompted Fis ¢conduct, it i8 not at al)
likely that he viould have lrsteneq to
any overtorés from Socmus on David's
behalf. He uséd Socinus, as far aé
suited his putpose, to promote his
ulterior object but’ he would han
turned s deaf éar to all his solnufa’hons
and remonstrances ‘had he aﬂempted
to divert him from his pursuit, or fo
detiver thie victim which he now he:g
it his farigs. Blandrata was too inten
oy -thie estruction of his atTvei'éhry,
to consent even to the sllghtest allevj;
ation of the suffeyings he was then en-
during from his confinement.
after the dissolution of {he Sy nod o;‘ -
Thorda, soine ministers of Blandrata s
own’ party interceded for a relaxation
in his’ lmprisonmept his answer was,
« Believe me, 1 williose all' I possess
rather thati David should be 'hberated
I will forfeit rﬁl lifé rdther than he
should escape.”’* Wheré was the in-
ffuenée that ¢ould have brought sach
a spirit “ {0 temper and imildness” >~

Socinus ' concludes ‘his reply to the
accasation “4nd ‘calumnies that had
been published against him, ‘with the

1y fulfowing solémn asseveration, which
there is ne adequaté reason to disbe-~

lfeve, and with which this essay shall
be closed —¢ 1 neither consented fo
any 1horé severe measure against Fran-
¢is, nor kuew of any other destgn of
Blandrati 4nd the brethren in - this
transaction, nor ever said that 1 knew
. than that’ Blandrata hlm&“

woull take ¢aré that the prince shoakl

¢oinmand ' Francis to. be. suspended
~ fYom his ministérial office, until a gene-
“ral Synad ;zhould, as had been agreea
ingon, put an ‘énd to this controversy
concerning the invocation of Christ.
To- tlm I call God '‘to w1tness ”RT S ‘

o Bod ‘whi .nf }&‘
4 ‘Bdeihit Opera,

I p. 7i2.
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SIR, .- York, June 7, 1818.
\,HE inquiry in the Jast Number
.. of the Repository, [p. 326,] of
‘your unknown Correspondent re-
specting the pecuhar opinions which
have, it. appedrs, been denominated
Cappism, has explained to me the
principal cause why the “ Critical Dis-
sertaticns,” of which it devolved upon
me, in the year 1802, to become the
Editor, should hitherto have excuted
so little general attention.

Ushered into the world wholly un-
patromzed and when the able pen of
the author could no longer be em-
ployed in their farther illustration or
defence ; containing some deductions
from the careful, sober, unwearied
study of the sacred volume for the
long-protracted period of half a cen-
tury, which had unaveidably led to
results that, however 1mportant, ‘had
not prev:ously been antncnpated, it
was not wonderful that their novelty
should excite a prejudice in their dis-
favour nor, penhaps, wholly unpre-
ucedented that the fortunate expedient
should be adopted of designating them
by a term, which should imply the
total absence of just reasoning and le-
gitimate argument, and thus impede,
if not prevent their more general dif-
fusion, without subjecting the ob-
jectors to the more arduous labour of
a sober and regular reply. The mind
of your new Lorrespondent Mr. Edi-
tor, appears to be cast in a different
mould, and it is my earnest wish, a

wish which I express with the greater |

confidence, under the full persuasion
..that it would also have been that of
the justly révered Author himself,
(who had no higher object in thls
world than the faithful development
of importanttruth,) that he will atten-
tively redad ‘these calumniated ¢ Dis-
sertations,” . and judge for himself.
They were publlshed for the late Mr.
Johnson, St. Paul's Chureh-yard, and

may now be had of his successor, Mr.

Hunter. .
| CATHARIN’E ‘CAPPE.
-Sim, June 2, 1818.

‘T is with some reluctance that the

- writer of the following observa-
tums submits them to the.readers of
the Reposntory, and .an_apology.. is
_perhaps due to them*for the present

Mpys. Cappe in Reply _.to':gm Inqﬁiry concerning C‘appism.

attempt, an attempt it may be thou ght
by some to keep.alive a dispute, whxch
indeed, has hitherto, so far as-appears
in the Repository, been  carried on
with sku'mlshes only, and-the small -
shot of the opponents, though  evi-
dently men capable of much higher
evolutions, but which the fnends “of
each party may think has been al-
ready carried, 1f not too far, at least
far enough The. dlspute relates to
baptism.

. In the course of this contest some
contemptuous ‘censures - were passed
on Mr. Robinson's History of Baptzsm
p. 241]. Your Chitstian Surveyor of
the Political World, indeed, recom-
mended it, as contammg « afull refu-
tation of all that Mr. Belsham had
advanced on Infant Baptism and Babe-
sprinkling” [p. 223]." Mr. B, on the
other hand, expressed his concern in
a concise,. royal way, which he ex-
pected, perhaps, some readers would
take for answer, “ that such a book
should have been. written by such a
man.” In a strain of similar compli-
ment the Christian Surveyor might
have expressed his wish," that such a
person as Mr. B. would give such an
answer: to it as the book" _requires,
though it appears, from what has lately
fallen from his pen, . that at present he
is ill-qualified for such:an undertaking;
and that, with whatever avidity he
began to read this work at its first
appearance, that avxdlty must have
cooled very soon.

¢ 1 found much curious informa-
tion,” says Mr. B,, ¢ about fonts and
baptisteries.” There are certainly
some cunous engravings of baptis-
teries, as any body:may see without
reading the work, as that of St. So-
phia at Constantmople, of the La-
teran at Rome, of the Catholic :and
Arian baptisteries . at Ravenna, and
of others. The description of them
actually. does throw, what it seems this
gentleman was so anxious to obtain,
““ much new light on the subject of bap-
tism,” and a perusal of it will shew,
that he need not have been disap-
pointed. It became mnecessary for the
writer to shew, that the situation of
those splendid ‘aptisteries, - over or
near rivers, the farm apd’ magmtude
of the Jlavacra or bath;s, with . stq:pﬂ
going down into them,: the paintings,

‘and other emblematlc decomtmns in



- On M. Belshai's Censure of Robinson.

ti:em, the- oﬁcers and admmxstrators

employed, the subjects or catechu-

mens, . the various  ceremonies and-or-
dinals ‘'used—that all elucidated the
writer's view of the subject; that
when: the practice '.of baptizing in
rivers began to cease, every fact and
circumstance relative to the ancient
baptisteries and - fonts, proved that
baptism was performed by immersion,
and given to instructed persons. Thisis
all done historically, with respect both
to the Greek and Roman charches,
and the several dissidents; often very
minutely, as it were to-a halr s breath,;
and. yet not unuecessanly 805 on tbe

887

terms that oecur.in ther : -his reingrks

‘on the ﬁeptuagmt, though very' fartei-

ful ‘and ‘absurd, imply he had 'some
knowledge of the' Greek. Erasmus,
too, who pubhshed an edition of Au-
gustmesbook just mentioned, speak-
ing of his intention of pubhshmg his

other works, says, Greca re.stztms-

| semm. B

writer'’s principles it became expe-

dient.. Now to most people’s eyes I
repeat, much new historical light:-was
thereby thrown on the subJect ‘of bap-
tism, more, I suspect, than mlght be
agreeable to some persons, or than
their eyes could well bear. But can
any . one.who -has perused the work
complain of want of historical argu-
ment? Much nearer to the truth'is
what is said by your Christian Sur-
veyor, who, to his remark on Mr.
Robinson’s Hlstory, referred to above,
adds, ¢ there is more learning in it,
and a better deseription of the manners

and. customs of the -early Christians,

than perhaps in any other ecclesias-
tical ‘writer;” and  with respect to
hastorical argument on the subject of
baptism, thls is certamly more amply
true.

Mr. B. says he found in Mr. Ro-
bmson 's ‘History: much harsh censure
of :the. celebrated bishop of Hippo.”
To all which' the author says of St.
Augustine I do not fully assent. He
says, (Hist of Bapt. p. 208,) ¢ Augus-
tine understood .. neither Greek nor
Hebrew, though he expounded both
the Old and: New Testament,” in
which, I_ina:rha ps, he is not quite cor-
rect. - Hebrew, probably, Augustine
did not. understand: Jerome, who
lived but a few years before him, was
perhaps the only person of his time,
not a Jew, who understood much of
Hebrew. Greek, probably, Augus-
tine did understand. His most famous
book De Civitate Dei, shews much ac-
quaintance with the writings of Plato,
Aristotle, . and the later %latomsts 3
from whose writings, ‘though he does
not m .quotations in. Greek, yet he

It is no uncommon thmg for cntlcs
to speak of their brother critics, as fiot
understanding Greek, because one
may differ from the otber in his trans-
lation of a Greek word.  This ‘Le
Clerc charges Cotelerius, the "Editor
of thie Patres Apostolici, with not un-
derstanding Greek, from his nottrans-
lating Ketpazz\atw‘o‘eg, as Le Clerc thought
it ought to have been translated.” And
when Augustine translates words ‘on
which the whole controversiecs ‘about
Baptism, “the Trinity ' and Ongmal
Sin turn, so. dlﬂ'erently from 'what
Robinson thought to be the: truth we
are not to be surprised that theTatter
should say, Augustme did not' un-
derstand Greek ; besides that, it is
the uniform: testimony of the- bishop
of Hlppos biographers, 11 est sir-
qu’il n’etoit pas fort hablle dans les
langues.” '

But it was not for deﬁclency in
talent or ]earmno- nor for excess in
his amours, and leadmo others into
criminal practices, that Robinson’s
censure was so pecuharl y sharp against
Augustine; nor was it merely for his’
treachery to one mistress, and his tak-
ing another, when he had even put
his name on' the Catechumen list, and
was preparing for baptism ; but it was;
prmcrpally for the violence of his pas-
sions, after he had been baptized, and
after he had obtained the Episcopate o_f
Africa, as manifested by his conduct
towards Arians, Pelaglans, Manicheans
and Donatists ; in short, towards all
orders of Dnsseuters, who ventured to
think forthemselves, called indeed he-
retics by him, but who were the most
virtuous men of the times. It was for
the bitter spirit introduced into his code
of church law, that enslaved’ his own
country, enslaved enough before, ‘and’
which exfended its influence even far
beyond Africa; * for it was Augug-
tme," to borrow ‘Robinson’s words,’

«¢who transferred Carthage to Rome;

-

and it was the bishop of’ Rome, who,

& very; frequent in’ explaining’ Greek in after ages, brought the Carthaginian
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code of church law into.the west, and
they were kings, his coadjutors, who
made them laws of their separate states.
These general notions may suffice for
African, orthodoxy, instead of an un-
pleasaut detail of miserable particulars,
which some modern Christians would

behold with indignation, and all with

a degree of disgust. In brief,” con-
tinues Robiason, ‘¢ Augustine did in
the church what Juba had formerly
done in the state: both called in the
Romans to assist them to enslave their
country; and the Bomans, in both
cases, made slaves of them all. The
first was a tragedy acted in the name
of pagan deities: the last was per-
formed in the name of a Triune God.
Tt is the only difference.”—History of
Baptism. o S

‘Men. so sincerely attached to: civil
and religious hiberty as Mr. R. was,
and who so thoronghly understood its
principles, must naturally theus, feel
abhorrence of such systems as those
of Augustine, and may be expected to
speak iadignantly against the anthors
of them. Elehad not farmed his ideas
of the bishop of Elippo out of his own
brain, but from facts fully authenti-
cated, from writers of the best au-
thority, and, indeed, even from the
abundant, testimony of Augustine him-
self: for his epistles are weitten in &
character, which canaot be mistaken.
He continued violent for orthodoxy to
the last, and wvrote his book D¢ T'ri-
nitate, as. he tells. us himself, when an:
qld man. If, as his Medstations and
Retractations exhibit him, he hecame
3 sincere. penitent for some grosger
ingmoralities, so much the better for:
zim 3% but: that was no atonement to.

is_country or to the world for his
slavish, cruel -code af. church laws.
Bigois, who embody their grovelling
ideas of the Supreme Being; and their.
own passions, into a system, seldom,
properly. xepent of intolerance. The
old chancellor; of France,. in the very
act of setting his seal to the Revacatron
af; the Edict of Nantez, went. out of the
world chanting,. ‘“Lard, now. lettest.
Eml. Shy. servant. depart in peace.”

af it-he granted, then, that Robinson's
aggawnt of-Augustine and the African
ckivpeh, .M sometimes, coaxse, and,_ his
qenaurescabarn; but led it at. the.sawe
tissie b xesallestad, ke had te grapple:
withi a. aonrse: subject; Afriean, manr.

- Ow. Mav Belshan's Censyrg of Robinsen.

ners, - African peyversionn of ‘Christis
anity, African bishops ‘and -Afxican
intolerance; that he was engaging a
sharp persecutor.. “ Who (teborrew
Robinson’s  words) can. help being
be grieved at seeing the Vandals come
forward, and subvert all the labours of
Auygustine’s life?”  Apd allow me to
add, that Mr. B, wasted bis caudour
in sypposing that Mr, R., . had his life
been spared, would probably bave re.
tracted his opinion of Augustine: - His
love of liberty- was too well settled;
his aberrence of -oppressior conld: not
have. changed: and we accordingly
fiod in his. posthumous work, (his
Ecclesiastical Researches; p. 102,) the
same; or rather much, shanrper, censure
given. to: Augustine. Winding -up: the
account on Augustine’s.death, he vents
his- indignation against him: in the
fullest force. - = T
¢ From this bitter and! bloady fa-
natic of Africa,” says Robinson, “pre-
ceeded 232 pamphlets, an innnmerable
multitude of epistles, expositious  of
the Geospels, and Psaiters,: besides ser-
mons, ov homilies ; and by this man’s
writings did Luther, Oecolampadius,

_and other Reformers, expound Scrip~

ture, and frame an ecclesiastical con-
stitution to lead Europe into; parity of
faith and manners; as if Puanic faith
and African. manners, execrable at
Rome, when Rome was: Pagan, were
fit for ages enlightened by philosophy
and religion. Instead of improvimg by
all. the great wen: that have lived.in
the last thousand years;. should ‘the
world. continue te be: the diciples of
Austin and his;spiritualsense of® Scrip-
ture? He understood: the ten com-
mandments in a spiritual:sense; and
‘ Thou, shalt not kill,” siguified, thou
shalt' not: kil an  orthodex believer.
The command: did: net proteet the
life of & heretic. This man and his
mexims:blasted the chamicter of Chris-
tianity, and: excited; in. the: minds of
many of! the most: learned and:-liberal
of mankiod, just suspicions of the re-
ligion. of Jesus; for the: Christinniy
that: Austin:taught was the curse and
sgourge of the-empira. ' If Josas- em-
ployed: him,;. as he: afirmed, to:teach
ocenlf; gxace:and panal. sancthons,. for
wot belicning without, anvd even wgainet
evidguce; the shame vetrasts:fhom the
ohediont disciple; Anistin, and reyolves
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to. his  waaater, 3 esust | Bat- far, far
from; évery heart; be such a thought!
It is impessible to defend both Jesus
and . Austin, angd Jmstme reqwres the
sacrifice-af the latter,”

‘When it was suggested to the ‘wmter
of the above observations, that, from
his known tespeet for the talents and
worth: of Mr. R., it became. him to
take some uwotice of Mr. B.'s remarks,
he, at first, for private reasons, declined
it. Afterwards he altered his opinion,
though. not till it was teo. late to offer
his. thoughts for insertion in the last
month’s . Repoator) ; and how far you
may now think them likely to be ac-
ceptable to.your readers,. is lefi to your
own judgment. .

- L certainly did not. wish to exceed
one letter; but I pereeive I must crave
your peaders’ indulgenece to anothex
paper. For I have mot as yet even
touched these points which .princi-
pally drew my attention, and which
1 think very derogatory to the real
character of Mr. R.’s History.

obliged to Mr. B. for drawing my
attention to it again. I, on the first
reading, thought if, though not a
perfect, yet an extvaordmary perform-
ance, and, after a period during which

I have net been inattentive to subjects

connected with such works, think so
still.. In the perusal of it, l have ex-
perienced much and increased pleasure;
intermixed, | own, with some concern
connécted with Mx. B.s remarks,s in
which, though [ will not say | perceive
proof that he. has net read the baok,
I discover very evident. sigus of what
must equally affect me. =
In the subgequent paper,.. I propose
to. contrast Mr. R.’s: positive. e.lumdw
tionsand testlmomes with.Mr. B. svery
anxmus. ‘though tmfort.unate inquiries,
“In vain. did 1,” «1n vain did I,”" ¢ In
vain did, 1, &c &c.. and: tamak@@an
chservanmx ar. two on Mr. R.’s refex:
ences. to am,lent a.ut,hqmues,

SIR, | o Jlm %
I REQUEST, t]mough the, medinm

of the, Repnsitoxny,. to: remind, the
awbacribers.to, Dy, leathy, 5. W orke,
that: the, E»ah, Volume; (wmtamms
the , HWW qf ﬂm Carre

It is
many years since I read it, and I am

hvery at M r. E,atcn's since :the ead
of last. mounth. The Sixth Velowe,

BOW M’ t;he press, will include the
larger part of  the Four Velumes of

‘the History of Early Opivions.. me/

the attentien required, esperially . to
the corvectness of the Greek notesi
which are very numerous in that His:

tory, the volume eannot be: ready ﬁ:r'

delivery before September. -

-1 am sorry to understamd that a
m&mber of the subscribers.have not
yet. applied for the volumes already
published. If those who cannot con-

‘veniently send:for them to Mr. Eaton’s,

will write to. me, saying hoiwv. they
wish to have them forwarded, I will
immediately observe their divections:
I must request them, at the same time,
to order payment for the vol’nmes at
some place iix Londoun.

Lest any who have not wbscrabe&,
should be: dcsnmus of possessing: this
edition, I beg leave to add, that; of the
two bundred and fifty copies, to-which
it is now limited, only thirty remain
unappropriated. Tt would be pecu-
arly gratifyingto me, and best accord
with my design in uudertakmg the

.edition, sbould these ;emammg copies

be mostly (hsposed‘ of in public libra-
ries, especlally in those of Unitarian
congregations.

I take this opportunity of repeatmg
my solicitations, for whatever ass st.
ance towards the correctness and e
cidation of Dr. Priestley’s Worktamd
bis Biegraphy, any friends te this un-
dertaking ean sapply. Thbe: Life antd
Con;espandeuce, for which: the- first
volurpe is reserved, would have been iw
greater forwardpess,. ‘had L nat waited
for some communications, whicki T
have still reason to expect, and also
hqe,lp aqcupced, much more than 1 haet

prehended,. in editing: the: volumes

ah;eady pubhsheda
J. T. RUTT
GLBAN'KNPGS‘ Oll, QBLE(I'IYWNQ ﬂ!‘ﬂ

mmv;.,w'rmus WADE IN A comus
m‘ GENRRBRAL nnanmm e

. Na. CCCWH
Exmt Sfrom o Will provesd attﬂaanh‘
. Commonsitin 1818 ©
In the name of! the most roly: and
adarabie Trimity,. of thie Pather’ who

M creatnd us; of: thie:Sqn:” whos vedeenvod

uy of tbede Ghostfwhamm
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us. I recommend -my -soul-to - God,
here and every where present, ‘to the
- most. holy' and immaculate Virgin,

‘Mother . of God, to my holy patrons,
the. holy Virgin Mary, St. Joseph,
St. Agnes, St. Rose, and all the saints

in. paradise, to - my guardian angel and

to all the ‘angels and archangels in
heaven :. I firmly believe all that God
has revealed, all that Jesus Christ and
the apostles: have taught, and all that
our faith, the holy Catholic, Apos-
toli¢ .and Roman Church sets forth,
in. the . Communion .of which I wish
to live and die. I submit, with all my
heart, to the holy will of God, to the
time and cause of my death; and I
unite the sacrifice of my life, as Jesus
Christ voluntarily did his, to satisfy
the justice of his Father, for my sins,
and those of all men. I beseech him to
suffer me to die like him in one faith,
in the mystery of the redeniption, a
firm believer in his merits, a sincere
penitent for my sins, and that the last

Biblical Criticism.—On Philip. iis 5-=11.

breath of my life'may be an act.of his

pure love. I desire that my body may
be kept three days after:my death, in
whatever country 1 may die, and that
I may be buried as the meanest person,
and that a hundred masses may be said
immediately after my death, but no
service. In returning thanks for the
means which God has given me to gain
my livelihood during eighteen years,
I wish that his goodness may revert
upon the beloved members of Christ;
to this end, I give five Louis to twelve
poor, .old and infirm men and women
indiscriminately, and who are known
to persons who can attest their distress;
and desire that this small sum be given
to each poor person at half-a-crown a
week : I require from each of them,
every day, a prayer to the holy Vir.
gin, during the time these alms shall
last, and a communion of their devo-
tion for the repose of my soul.

T. H.

.-
—————— =l

—

.~ BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

* .

- Philip. ii. 5—11.
. Si1r,  May 15, 1818.

- SHALL not follow your Corres-
pondent C. A. E. through his
reply, [pp. 191—1938,] but there is
. one part of ‘it which demands an an-
swer. . He asks, ¢ What has the
heresy of the ‘Phantomists to do here ?
What possible connexion has it with
the argument, to be told in the midst
of exhortations to have the same mind
as was. in :Jesus, that he was in cor:
poreal structure, physically and pro-

perly a man > 'What possible relation

has the being found in structure as
a man, with efficacy of example
These are very pertinent questions,
and closely connected with the sub-
Ject at issue. My ingenious adversary
seems to consider the heretics here
alluded to, as a visionary sect unwor-
thy the notice of the apostle. This is
a .material error. . The Gnostics con-
sisted- of ithe  leading men' among. the
Jews, . who, being at heart enemies to
the ;gospel,. and: unable to check it by

argument or violence, sought to un-
dermine it by wild and impious false-
hoods. The leading articles of their
creed were, that God was an evil,
imperfect Being ; that Christ being in
nature divine, did not really die and
rise again as the pledge of the resur-
rection of mankind; that there is
therefore no future state, and, conse-
quently, no obligation on the part of
his followers to abstain from vice and
practise virtue; they, moreover, main:
tained that Christ did not come from
the Father, but acted independently
of him; and that, so far from design-
ing to rescue men from their sins, his
object was to destroy thé works of
the Creator, and thus to give his fa-
vourite followers full liberty to indulge
in sin. This is the true character of
the Gnostic teachers: their object
was to make the gospel] the instrument
of - effects  diametrically opposite to
those which it produced. in the hands
of the apostles. They differedfrom
each other; or as-occasion might re-
quire from themselves, in some minor
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‘points: ‘but ' thei.object of ‘them -all
‘'was uniformly the same, namely, to
_render- the doctrine-of Jesus of no
effect, by blending it with falsehoods.

This is what ‘Joha calls Antichrist;

and so active and namerous were: the
teachers.and supporters of this system,
that they followed the apostles in their
labours, and with considerable success

introduced it into the several .‘chhrc.hes ‘

in spite ‘of all their efforts. . .
-~ Now, in chap. iii. ver. 17, of this
very Epistle, commences: an illustra-
tration of this statement: ¢ Brethren,
be ye imitators of Him, whom I also
imitate, and observe those who walk
conformably to him, as ye have a
pattern in us. For many walk, of
whom ] have told you often, and now
tell you even weeping, that they are
enemies of the cross of Christ; whose
end is the destraction of others, whose
God is: their belly, and whose glory

is in their shame, whose mindis on

earthly things.” - e

So congenial was the system of the
impostors to the corrupt propensities
of men, that many in the church-at
Philippi seem to- have embraced it,
and followed the:example of . its un-
worthy teachers. In reference to their
success in this respect,” Paul calls on
the converts to-join him in imitating

Christ, and to take. the apostles for a

pattern in so doing. - The same wicked
men were’ enemies of: the..cross of
Christ, because they deunied his cruci-
fixion, pretending to honour him by
holding forth the sacrament, not as a
memorial of his death, but of his di-
vinity.: To their pretence to extol
him as: a God, ‘in this festival, the
apostle refers,  when he says,-that the
God whom they really worshiped was
their belly. Thesum and substance of
the Gnostic system was this: ¢ Christ
13 2 God; he neither died nor rose
again in reality :° there-is therefore no

resurrection of the dead, no life to

come, in which the virtuous shall be
rewarded and the guilty punished,
and his true disciples, instead of being
restrained from sinning, have a pri-

vilege to sin with’ impunity - hence

they are said to fix' their mind on
carthly things, -and to glory .in their
shame, or,-as Jude truly says of them,
“ they turned the free gospel of God
nto . lascivipusness.” They . appear
to have argued against:the -second

“mortal.

‘coming of--our- Divine-Master; to raise

the dead)i fromthe nature of; the hu:
man body; and this argument was: the
circumstance which called: foith :the
following .animating declaration of the
apostle: “ For our citizenship:is:in
heaven, whence we expect our:Sa-
viour,. ‘the ‘Lord Jesus :Christ, - who
will change our humble ‘body, so as
to. become in -form like: his glorious
body, - according to- that ‘energy by
which he is:able to subject all things
un,to;-hximself.?’; o s ‘ R TR
- The apostle having. thus set aside
the pernicious: tenets of the impostors;
concludes, “ Wherefore, my brethren,;
beloved and greatly desired, -myjoy
and -crown, thas stand firmly in -the
Lord, my. beloved ... ... and: herice-
forth brethren, whatsoever: things‘are

‘true, whatsoever things are venerable,

whatsoever: things are: just;-whatso-

ever things are pure, whatsoever things

are benevolent; whatsoever things:are
of good report, if-there be-any- virtue,

-and if there be any praise, think on

these things.” These.sentiments:are
exceedingly - beautiful in - themselves,
but their beauty and propriety - must
appear greatly increased when it is
considered, - ‘that they :are levelled

-against men . .who :laboured to - entail

on the church at Philippi,-principles
and practices that were in direct op-
position to them:. And to enforce them
more pointedly on the attention: of
the converts, he ‘adds, ‘The things
which ye have both learned and re-
ceived and heard and seen in me, do ;"
that is, in me, and not those which ye
see' in those false teachers who have
introduced themselves among you.
1 will now advert to the disputed
passage—*‘ Who being in a form of
God,—divested ' himself . of it,” &c.
This form cannot mean his miraculous
power, because he never divested him-
self of that power.- It cannot mean
the glory which, ‘in the eyes of the
world, he might have acquired by a
selfish use of it, because he ‘never was
possessed of such glory. * The term
@5, God, it is well known implies
tmmortality, as opposed:to what: is
1t also implies light, it being
derived from a'word in Hebrew and
Arabic, which signifies to skine. - To
this import of-the term; John seem-

“ingly alludes, when he says, that God

is light; and James, when he :desig-
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nates Jehovah as the Fatker of ligkts.
The phrase theun, ¢ being in a form
of God,” naturally denotes, the *being
in a splendid, immortat form.” The
form thus meant, | contend, is' the
transfiguration ; *“ And he was chgnged
before them, and his face shone¢ as
the sun, and his garments became
white as the light.” | have said that
this representation encouraged in the
disciples who witnessed it, the vain
hope that Jesus would centinue im-
mortal on the earth, as they expecied
the Messiah to do. “ Then Petersaid,
Master, it is good for us to be here,
l=t-us make three tabernacles, one for
thee, one for Moses, and onefor Elijah.”
The purport of which request was,
that Moses and Elijah, by continaing
with Jesus, might be the means of
recommending him to the Jewish
rulers, and thus superseding the pain-
ful tragedy of his cracifixion.. The
transfiguration was certainly intended
to be a symbol of the glorious form
which Jesus was to assume after his
yesurrection ; and the scene, when pro-
perly understood, held -forth to the
disciples the hope that they also wouid
undéergo a similarchange in a glorified
state. Now it is ohservable that the
‘expression * being in a form of God,”

or, “ being in a gloricus form,” bears

a striking resemblance to the clause
« g0 as to be like in form to his own
glorious body,” used in chap. iii. ver.
21; and this last is anquestionably
the antitype of the transfiguration.
The symbolical form which denotes
immortality beyond the grave, Jesus,
however, did not retain; but in obe-
dience to the will of God, he assumed
the form of a slave, having suffered on
the cross the death of a slave. The
apostle having asserted, that Jesus
humbled himself to death, and was
proved to be a man, effectually set
aside the artifice of the impostors,
who pretended that he did not actaaily
suffer, a5 being a man oaly in appear-

ance.  But he did more: by referring:

to the transfiguration; he endermined

the very foundation of their system,

which was, that Christ did not comve
from God,.bat acted with - power in-
dependent of him, and even: in-oppo-
sition to him. Whaut could =o foreibly
bear dowwn this impious and srtfal

position;: as the referving hiv readers

to a scewe where it’ was declared by

Biblical Orétictim.-VOn Philip. it. 8241,

a’ voice from’ heaven, * This ‘is wmy
beloved Son, hear ye him'*? - -~
- The sanctions of a futare state claim
the simple humanity of - Christ, “ag
essential to their validity, sioce- the
gospel affords adequate motives to
repelitance and -moral -improvéement,
only so far as it holds forth outr:Savi-
our's resufrection -as a pledge of the
resurrection of wmankind ; but this
consideration supposes that he pos-
sessed the sameframe and natuse with
the rest of the human race, which the
deceivers denied, merely because it
enabled them speciously to undermine
his doctrine. Their argument, as ‘1
have already said, was, Christ is a
God ; he did not suffer nor rise from
the grave, nor will he come: again:to
raise the dead: we are, therefore,
under no obligation to follow  his
example, nor to deny ourselves any
pleasure.  The apostle refaotes  the
premises, and enforces on his readers
an oppesite conclusion : ¢ Wherefore,
my beloved, as ye have alwaysobeyed,
not as in my presence only, but now
much more in mine absence, work

out your own salvation with fear and

trembling, for it is God that vworketh
in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure.” In pressing upon the
converts this inference, Paul uses an
expression which referred them: to the
parable of the wvineyard, Matt. xx.
where Jesus represents the reception
of the Gentiles into equal privileges
with the Jews. This was; “no doubt,
a source of discontent to the laiter, in
all the churches; and even the well-
disposed among them might be apt
to say, ** these last have worked but
one hour, and thou hast mwde them
equal utito us who have borne the
barthen and heat of the day.” The
claase which Paal: adds, ¢ for it is
God that worketh in you both to will
and to d¢ -of his good pleasare,” must
appeur rather as an escumbrance of
Iris arguinent, unless we discover that
it is founded on the answer which the
householder muk és-to the conplainant,
“ Friend, | do thee no wrong, didst
not thou agree with me for a penny?
‘Take what is thiné and depart, now it
is my will to give wnto this st even
as unte thee.” It is'in reference to
those who thus miurmurred thit the
apostle subjoins, “do olf things: with-

ont marmuring™



Bidblical Crztzczsmu-Oul Cor. x. 9.

I now take my leave of this passage.

Enough, 1 hope, has been said to

justify the interpretation which Dr.

Alexander has given of it in_his ex-~

cellent paper. .

- 1.cheerfully acknowledge the merits

of your Correspondeat C. A. E. His
critical talents and the direction. of
them to the Seriptures are highly
creditable to his heart and head - and
your readers cannot but be pleased to
see the- fruits of them occasionally in-
serted in the Repository. .
- - JOHN JONES.
Six, ' Clephasm, May 25, 1818.
A AY Task a place among your
.V A Biblical ‘' Criticisms for a sug-
gestion regarding the passage which
occurs in 1' Ceor. x. 9 : * Neither let
us try the Anointed as some of them
also tried”? ‘This passage is confess-
edly rather difficult, and various inter-
pretations have been proposed.’ One
is, that we should read ¢ the Lord,”
instead of ¢¢ thé Anointed,” which
would certainly completely disembar-
rass us, if the authority of this reading
were unexceptionable. - But this is
far from being the case; and most of
the greatest critics, including even
Griesbach himself, while they allow
a probability to this reading, vet de-’
‘cidedly prefer the common one. There
appears to be a mis-statement in the
note of the Improved Version at this
place, which would lead one toisup-
pose that Grriesbach preferred reading
** the Lord;” how this arose I cannot
say, but the true state of the case
will be decided by reference to the se-
cond edition of Gri¢sbach'’s Testament.
This interpretation, thexefore, though
by no means to be forgotten, -as there
18 good evidence in its favour, 1is cer-
tainly not satisfactory. That again
which would supply the word < God,”
or some other, at the end, after the
verb ¢ tried,” instead of referring that
verb to the preceding object, seems
barely tolerabie, especially when we
regard the force of the Greek con-
struction. Another . would eonsider
the term Anvinted as applicable to
both Christ andMoses:: but in apswer
W may be arged, thatin: the whole
Bible there is no instance: of this title
having the latter application: - ‘We
¢ refuced thew- to widilemmna; we

L} } 1-"“'"

VYOL. X1X1. Sk

‘gave them as types of him.

' - .
ek

must either rest our whole cause on

‘the’ authprity of the reading. ¢ the

Lord,” or allow the pre-existence of
Jesus, unless some other interpreta-
tion can be offered. | | -
- By this cousideration I am induced
to propose another explanation, which
appears to me less objectionable than
either .of the others, supposing that
we retain the common reading. It
is simply this: I suppose that the
apostle considered the Israelites as
trying Christ, when they tried those
miraculous manifestations which God
. Lthink
it is needless to prove that the word
¢ tried,” in. such a passage as this,
means, put to proof or trial:by dis-bcfiéf
and dissatisfaction : and by the account
of the transaction referred to, which
is given in-Numbers xxi. it appears
that the offence of the lsraelites was,
that they put to such a:trial the pro=
vision which God had made to supply
them with bread and water. Now it
must be allowed, that it would not be
very obvious to .us to cocusider this
as trying Christ, because the: con-
nexion is not. ebvieus between Christ
and -this bread and water. . But: we
must consider not only that our Lord
declares that he was-the truth and
substance of that bread which. came

-down frem heaven, but. what is much

more pertinent, that Paul in a closely
preceding verse asserts, that the Rock
which sapplied the Israelites in the
desert was Christ; meaning, as is ge-
nerally understeod,. that it prefigured
or represented 'Christ.. Now we see
from this, that the apostle in applying
the events in the wilderness to the
circumstanees of the Christiaus, which
ig- his drift throughout the passage,
was considering ¢ertain things in that
old dispensation, as representing Christ
in the new; or to use -his words, as
being Christ spiritnally. May we not

suppose, then, that whem he says

¢ they tried Chryist,” he meant it.gpiri-
tually, that is, by distrusting and. re-
Jecting those emblems which spiritu-

-ally were Christ? I'o me this appears

not at all improbable; but wishing

to sabmit it tothe judgment of your
-readers, to spome of whom, perhaps,
“theidea may not:be néw;, I venture to
beg a golumm of 3aurg§epﬂ;itor .
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REVIEW.' -
‘¢ Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame.”’-=Porx.

ARrrt. I.—Considerations sur la Divs-
neté de Jesus-Christ, addressées @
Messieurs les Etudians de I’ Auditoire
de Théologie de U'Eglise de Genéve.
Par Henri-Louis Empagtar. Ge-
uevois. Ff. 63. 1816.

" A YOUNG Minister, who has

| been educated at Geneva, is the

author of these Considerations. His
object in addressing his ¢ dear col-
leagues” is, to warn them of the dan-

_geraus heresies of their professors and

pastors, and bring them back to the

faith of Calvin. The pamphlet con-

‘tains- nothing new in argument, ex-

hibits no proofs of uncommon talent,

-and is written in the same detestable

‘spirit which dragged the unhappy

Servetus to a stake, erected by the

‘Protestant patriarch of the author’s

native city: An English reader, ac-

‘quainted with the state of the Trini-

‘tarian controversy, will be surprised

at the author’s ignorance, and shocked

at his presumption.

a- Protestant ; but he is so, evidently

by accident, as he might have been a

- Catholic or a Mahometan. Forget-

ting: the two first principles of the

Reformation, that the Bible only is

the foundation of revealed religion,

and that every man possesses the right

‘of private judgment accountable only

to God,—he cites ¢ the venecrable

Company of Pastors” before the tri-

‘bunal of human authority. - Instead

‘of asking, ‘ What say the original

Scriptures”? he quotes a number of

. disputed and even exploded trans-

lations, takes it for granted that the

“truth of the divinity of the Saviour
¢ can no longer be doubtful, after eight-
teen centuries of evangelical preaching

‘and belief;” and having convicted the

- pastors, not only of doubting, butof
disbelieving the doctrine, notwith-
“standing their learning, which he
allows to be extensive, and their
“character which he declares to be
- estimable, he condemns them as ¢ in-
movators,” *“ Socinians,” * unheliev-
~ets,” and *¢ impious blasphemers ;*
says; that according to < the frightful

.....

trine of the gospel is only “ a shame-

ful mixture of impiety, impudence and

He calls himself

folly ;* that ¢ Christianity is only a
new species of idolatry ;> that  the
death of Christ is without object;”
and. invites Socinians * to complete
their blasphemy by confounding the
Saviour with other impostors,” who
have attempted to deceive the world.”
Such is the spirit of this Protestant
divine! Such the manner in which
he proposes to convince and persuade
the victims of error, and win souls to
Christt Yet this same writer speaks
of those who have not learnt “to
measure the depth and the breadth of
the wound which ignorance has made
in their souls;” he # trusts that his
Cousiderations will be read in the
same spirit which has dictated them,"
and “ he dares call God to witness
that his heart has been accessible to
no other feelings, but those of love and
zeal, for truth, for the welfare of his
country, and for the glory and edifi-
cation of the Genevan Church.”

We are aware that the grand pre-
cept of antiquity, know thyself; is of
extremely difficult. application: ‘bat
the above passages betray an igno-
rance of self, almost too great to be
accounted for on common principles.
We have, therefore, sought a solution
in the personal history of the author,

.and we learn from good authority,

that, though at present he is preach-
ing at Geneva to a small Dissenting
congregation, under the suiveillance
of the police, at the time of writing
this pamphlet, he was travelling. as a
friend and assistant of Madame Kru-
dener, a prophetess of the Continent.
It is not then the superior respec-
tability of the author, nor the intrinsic
worth of his Considerations, which leads
us to submit them to the notice of our
readers; but because they prove that
the great controversy of England be-
gins to excite attention on the Conti-
nent, and especially because they cast
additional light on the state of the
Church at Geneva: a church which,

by the general suffrage of Protestant
Europe, has receive

the venerable
appellation of ¢ Mother of the Refor-

-mation,” a title which, we confidently

trust, events will justify and confirm

in this instance.



Review.—Considerations sur la Divinité de Jesus-Clrist. .~

The writer divides his work into

six parts, in which he proposes to an-

swer the following questions: 1. Is
the reproach well-founded which is
brought against * the Venerable Com-
pany of the Pastors> at Geneva, that
of no longer believing in the divinity
of Jesus Christ? 2. Is this doctrine
agreeable to the spirit of the holy
Scriptures? 3. What was the behef
of the Genevan Church on this sub-
ject, at the commencement of-the
eighteenth century?® 4. At the sera
of the Reformation, were not all Chris-
ttan communious agreed on this point?
5. 1s it indifferent, whether we em-
brace the affirmative or the negative
on this question? 6. What steps
ought the students to take, to unite
in the establishment of sound doctrine
in their church? Of these parts the
two first only concern us, and we
shall dismiss the second, by observing
that the argument is conducted en-
tirely after the manuner of Jones; that
is to say, an’ attribute or title which
is assumed to be incommunieable, is
ascribed in the Old Testament to Je-
hovah : the same attribute or title is
ascribed to Jesus Christ in the New
Testament ; ergo, Jesus Christ is Je-
hovah; an ergo, which equally proves

the deity of several other persons,

and by thus proving too much, proves
nothing.

.Under the first head the author is
more conclusive, because he give us
Jacts instead of reasonings. ;

¢ It is painful to me (says he) to be
unable to answer this question, in a manner
which would vindicate the honour and the
faith of a clergy so estimable in wmany
other respects, and so distinguished by its
luminous and extensive acquaintanceswith
science and letters; but here facts oppose
themselves to the wishes of my heart, and
would accuse me of incorrectness and par-
tiality, were I to attribute a doctrine to our
pastors, which the greater part of them oo
longer profess, and which we shall not
find in any of the depositaries of religious
public instruction.

¢ In.order to know the doctrine of any
church, it is necessary to consult its cate-
chism, its liturgy, the treatises of its theo-

logical professors, the version of the Bible

which it adopts, the sermons of its pastors,
and the theses publicly maintained by the
candidates for the sacred mlmstry, under
the direction of their tutors, ‘

% Now, 'if we examine these divers mo-
‘numenty of religious belief, we shall ac-

quire the - aflicting cemﬂnty, tbut the

895

Company of our Pastorsno langer profesm.

the doctrine of the divinity of Jesus Christ.
We shall 6ad in these monumeats, either
an abwl’ute silence upon this truth, or opi-
nions which are formally opposed. »

-~

The writer then proceeds to ‘exa-
mine in order, 1. The Catechism ;-

‘'which, as many of our readers know,

guards an absolute silence. The pastors
have discontinued since 1730, % the
ancient and praise-worthy custom

of teaching the Catechism of Calvin.
2. The pnvate courses -of religious
instruction, which the pastors are in
the habit of giving, in which they
either maintain an absolute silence, or
what is worse, ‘ they expose, as ob-
jects of free opinion, the sentiments of
Trnitariaus aud Arians, leaviug to
their puplls the choice of one or the
other.” 3. The Liturgy, where again
the author finds an absolute silence,
and charges the pastors with the apos-
tolical crime of < only pointing out
Jesus Christ by the titles of Sop of
God, Saviour, Redeemer, Master,
ng, Legislator.” As an addition to
their guilt they have suppressed, in
their edition of the Bible of 1805, an
orthodox Confession of Faith, _whtch
had formerly been printed with. the
Scriptures. 4. Absolute silence 1s far-
ther wiaintained in the instructions
given by the theological professors ta
the students. 5. Silence almast abso-
lute. in the sermons of the pastors.
Two of the pastors huve preached each |
a single discourse in support of the
doctrine. But, ¢ with the exceptmn
of these two rays of light, in one
hundred and ninety-seven sermons,
preached (and published) bv our pas-~
tors in the course of more than half a
century, there is not oue in which can
be found a profession of faith in the
divinity of Jesus Christ.”

But this is not all. The pastors
have not been. content with absolute
sitlence, but have dared at times to
teach a-doctrine formally opposed to
that of the deity of Christ. . 1. * Their
Catechism represents the Saviour sim-
ply as the sent of (5od, the fitst-born
of all creatures, to whom we owe
sentlments, not of adomnon, but of
respect.’ 2. * lu their new transla<
tion of the Bible, published in 1805,
maity of the passages, relative to the
divinity of Christ, have beeu altered,
and present a sense altogcther dif-
ferent from that which is found in the



8968  Review.—Christianity and presewt Politics how far voconeileable.

previous trauslations, and in the Bibles
of the other Reformed Churches.”
Several of these passages are quoted,
the most important of which is, Acts
xX. 28, where the translators have
followed the text of Griesbach. Our
author, however, has nothing to do
with Griesbach, or with sacred criti-
eistm. The version is different from
that of Calvin, (which he tells us he
has carefuily examined,) and, there-
fore, ought to be condemned. 3. Since
the middle of the last century the
pastors have heen openly demounced
to Churistian Europe as Arians or So-
cinians, by d'Aleinbert, by Rosseau
and by Voltaire, the latter of whom
asserted, in a letter to the Marquis de
Villevieille, in 1768, ¢ that there were
not twenty persons in Geneva who
did not abjare Calvin as much as the
Pope.” « This mannerof generalizing
the accusation (says the author) is an
atrocious calumny—but unjust as it
is, it imposed on the members of the
Company the obligation of completely
dissipating the suspicions which were
cast upon the integrity of their faith,
by a frauk and loval disavowal of the
errors imputed to them. Unhappily,
far from taking this wise step, they
resolved the problem against them-

selves, and established by a solemn

and authentic fact, what till then ha
rested on conjecture.” .

¢ The too celebrated thesis, which M.
Jean Lecointe maintained, in 1777, under
the presidency of M. Jacob Vernet, pastor
and professor of theology, revealed to
Arians, Socinians and unbelievers, that
they had accomplices and adepts in the
bosom of the Company of Pastors. An
aspirant to the sacved ministry, under the
direction of his master, in presence of the
wiaisters of the holy gospel, dared to pro-
claim, ¢ that we should cautiously abstain
from attributing to the person of Jesus
Churist, however excellent, an equality with
God the Father, to whom he was inferior
by nature, and subject by will and by obe-
dience:’ ¢ he dared to reject the expres-
sion conseerated since the birth of Chris-
tianity,” God the Son: he dared to main-
tain that we ought not to render the same
degree of honour to the Son as to the Fa-
ther. Is this the language of an Arian or
Socinian? It is useless to decide on a
mere shade of difference. It is sufficient
for me to know that it is the language of
one who does not regard Jesus Christ as

very God and very man it the same time :

it 18 tlieréfore the language of an inzmo-
vator, ageinst whom the Venerahle Com-

Joy and sincere thankfulness,

piny ouaght to have protested—against
whom. they have neot protested. They are,
therefore, considered as a¥owing and rati-
fying, by their silence, an error supported
by one of their mewmbers. Apd we are
the more authorized to regard the opinivn
of M. Vernet, as the opinion of the Com.
pany, as since that period, amidst the great
number of theses which have been main-
tained by the students, not even one has
been consecrated to avenge the doctrine of
the Divinity of Christ against the: eon-
ttunually-increasing blasphemies of the im-
pious.”’ - | o

¢ T conclude then with heartfelt sorrow,
(en gemissant) and without permitting my-
self any personal application, and I say,
that the reproach brought against the Ve.
nerable Company of Pastors, of no longer
professing the Divinity of Christ, is unhap-
pily, but too well-founded.” |

Thus far our author. We conelude
from the same premises with lively
) e that,
amid the political convulsions which
have shaken the Cosntinent to its
foundations, and astonished, as well as
affrighted the civilized world; amid
the contest of blind superstition and
fanatical incredulity, falsely styled

“philosophy—the simplicity of divine

truth has been ' accompanied with
power, has been making, if not a rapid,
at least a certain progress. We hail
the dawn of light, as an earnest of
the perfect day, which it will eventu-
ally introduce. We confidently hope
that the word of truth, recommended
by the learning and piety and Chris-
tian graces of the ¢ Venerable Com-

‘paay of Pastors™ at Geneva, and aided

by the Divine blessing, will, ere long,
mightily prevail and be glovified. To
such a hope, changed into an earnest
supplication to Him, without whom &
Paul may plant, and an Apollos water
in vain, we are persuaded that all our
pious readers will add their cordial
Amen. ’r
B. G.

e

Art. II.—Christianity and present Po-
litics how far reconcileable: in a
Letter to the Right Honourable W.
Wilberforce. By the Rev. H. Ba-
thurst. 8vo. pp. 84. Ridgway.
1818. o

| R. BATHURST is son to the

venerable Bishop of Norwich,

and in the spirit of this truly Chris-
tian prelate, remonstrates with Mr.

- Wilberforce om his parliamentary po-



' Poetrg.—Isle of Wight.

litical condifct, .whxeh he shews to be
grossly inconsistént with the law of
evangelical truth and charity. We
recommend the pamphlet to general
perusal, as believing, with Mr. Ba-
thurst, ¢ that uelther religion nor go-
vernment are ever in half the danger
froma those who openly, with unblush-
ing wickedness assail their founda-

tions, as from those who, affecting a

courtesy and affection for them, vio-

late in practice and application, the
plainest precepts of both.”

ART. lll.—An Answer to a Sermon
preached, by the Rev. Charles Si-
meon, M. A., of King's College,
Cambridge, at the Church of Nt.
Catharine Cr ee, Leadenhall Street,

E N

December- 31, 1817, redative to a
. Question between Jews. and . Chria-
‘tiams, ; By Benjamin Abrahams, an
Israelite. 8vo. pp. 22. Wllson,
Royal Exchange. 1518. ‘

ENJAMINABRAHAMS makes

some shrewd remarks upon the .
< Evangelical” preacher's sermon,
plainly shewing that the popular sys-
tem of Christianity is at all poiots
opposed to the law of Moses; that the
very exhibition of Trinitarianism is a
triumph to the Jews; and that the
great body of that people are fixed in
their faith and customs, not wishing
to convert others, -and incapable of
conversion, except by means which
are not yet apparent. -
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ISLE OF WIGHT.

“ See 2ll my works,” exulting Nature
cried,

¢ Sublime and lovely spread on ev'ry side!

Here ocean heaves his calm majestic
breast, |

On the lone shore the rippling billows rest.

Rocks piled on rocks in wildest grandeur

‘ rise,

Whose dxzzy summits prop th’ incumbent
skies.

There the rich pasture clothes the swelling
down,

And golden harvests the luxuriance crown.

Thele shall the raptur’d eye the vale ex-
plore,

Rich, soft and blooming, plenty’s fruitful
store.

There mountains, waving woods, and
streams expand,

Andbeauty glows beneath my lavish hand !

What can I more *~blest thoufrht' it shall
“be mine

In one sma,ll spot these graces to com-
bine.’

She said; and radiant smiling with de-

llght

Wav‘d her light wand, and rose the Isle of
“Wight.

Sweet Isle ! ’tis not alone thy bloomy vales,
‘The rich, luxuriant landscepe that I
mourn 3 3
Oh ! though to these I mever may re-
turn,
Nor feel again thy health bestowing gales
Saline and buojant,a—nor the whitening
sails
Wateh with strain’d eye approach their
distant bourn,

- Nor gaze upon thy cliffs iu air upborne,

Wild, grand, romantic, till all consecious
~ being falls,
Yet ’tis not these that prompt the ready
tear,
*Tis not_ for. these, how lov’d soe’er, I
sigh!
- The memory of these hours to fnendshnp |
dear,
When faith and love beam’d bright from
- Ella’s eye;
When virtue, taste, and feeling ever nigh,
"Mid Nature’s fairest works confess’d the:r
proper sphere, '

Yes, they are fair! the shades of Priory
Are.soft and lovely as Idalian bow’rs;
And mmgled odours of unnumber’d

flow’rs

Load the delicious air! O it is luxury

Indeed, and soothing to the dazzled eye,
T’ exchange the sparkling sands and

foamy show™rs
At once for shade, and pass the fervid
hours |

’Neath hanging woods, fresh breezes mur-

muring by: |

And thus, amid the world’s meridian blage
Does the tir’d spirit pant for calm re-
- pose,
Sated with sPIendour
to close |
In fresh’ning shade our renovated days!
These tranquil seenes a parer joy m:pu
Thoese charm awhlle the: eye-—-tbese
the heart .

O ’twere sweet

B M.
Sydenham, Muy 22, 1818. .
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TIME AND ETERNITY.

Suggested by an exztraordinary Flood in
. - the River Stour, April 27, 1818,

The torrent rushes with impetuous force,
Defying obstacles to stem its course ;
Urg’d ou by nature to the briny wave,

In ocean's depth to find a destin’d grave.

Thus flows Time’s current, that no wishes
stay

Bearing with speed all mortal life away ;

Ne’er to return the rapid moments roll,

And sink in that abyss which has no

shoal.
But when the driving flood of Time is
past | a

And Death,‘s awaken’d by the trumpet’s

* blast, -

Duration’s stream an endless course shall

rus

And life restored be ever but begun.

R. F.

Kidderminster, May 16, 1818.
it

SONNET.

O Thou, our lives’ Protector'! doth the
~ Spring o | .
Come forth in beauty, from the chill

cold tomb

Of winter; bursting into buds and
bloom, o
Cheering the sense, the heart inspiriting
With promise of the tnture? Mortals sing
Thy prvaise for this: and shall their
- tongues be dumb .
As hope chaunts forth the song of
Springs to come,
Of fadeless flowers, and buds unperish-

ing ?-

Obituary.—Mrs. Ann Shipley—Mr. Tarbuck. | _

O Thou, our lives® Protector! rolling on
Season to season tells the mighty tale,
That Thou thy deathless work hast but

- begun, - Sy
That thy resistless purpose shall not
fail | | o
Till Mavn, escap’d from darkness and de-
Drinks thc’a bright beams of everlasting
day. '
- T..

vl

SONNET.

g

Supreme Creator! is that holy flame
Of inexhausted love still Burning bright?

And will it burn for ever? Shall that
light, - |
When other suns are set, shine out the
same ! | ‘
€ For EVER,” Father! yes—=thy saints pro-
- claim

Jts sacred fire unquench’d, unquenchable;
Oh! that thine earthly sons content would
. dwell ” |
In its pure light, nor seek 2 meaner fame.
But we are erring-wanderers, and our

hearts \' )
Restless so long, would restless still re-
remain : o
They scorn that peace which thought of
Tree imparts,

And bend them back to toil and strife

again. .
Oh! rather from my grasp all blessings
wrest,
Than give me joy on earth by Thee un-
~ blest. |

T.

!

OBITUARY.

ettt

1818. May 3, at Leicester, aged 79,
Mrs. AnN Suiprey. In her character were
united a peculiar sweetness of temper and
simplicity of manuers, with the most sin-
cere a.d unaffected piety. She was in-
terred in the burial ground of the Pres-
byterian congregation, of which society
she had been a membher for more than 50
years.

_ et

-~ 17, at Suftqn, near Prescot, Mnr.
TArBUCK, greatly respected and sincerely
lamented. His death was accelerated by
disappoin’ment and anxiety. Philanthro-
pic and generous to au excess, Mr. T. had
long enjoyed the gratitude and veneration
of his poor neighbours. He could not hear
unmoved, the plaintive voice of misery.

Objects of real distress, uninfluenced by

sectarian considerations, he relieved to the
utmost of his power, and with promptitude
and cheerfulness. In hard times, when
his poor neighbours groaned under the
twofold burden of scarcity of work and
high markets, he vended a portion of the
products of his estate at a reduced price ;
and liberally patronized plans, that piety
dictated and sympathy approved.

May his orphaned offspring emnulate
these graces of their unfortunate father:
and, soothed by the respect paid to the
memory of so generous afriend of the poor,
may they be induced to unite piety and
benevolence in their dispositions, and.to
display prudence and  generosily in _theit

conduct’ ) sle s ‘
) . o h"-w. To P-



sztuary.—-l)r. Thomfon.-—Regwter of Eccleswmcal Documents. -~

May 18, of a. typlms fever, after'an ill-
ness of ten days, aged 36, Dr. Joun THOM-
son, - of Leeds late of Halifax.  His best
eulogy will be found in the sentiments of
deep and heartfelt regret which the sudden
stroke has excited -in the breasts of these
who knew him. Warmly beloved by his
friends, highly respected. by the generous
brethren of a liberal profession, universally
esteemed, he 18 how universally lamented.
Seldom hes the hand of death bl ighted
fairer prospects or inflicted a severer
wound. In Dr. Thomson, a powerful, en-
lightened and active mind was united with
® kind and benevolent heart. He had the
will as well as the ability to be, and to do
good. His talents were great, and he
used them as the instruments of his virtues.
As a physician, though but lately setiled
here, he was already rising into eminence;
and if unwearied -diligence in collecting
the materials of medical knowledge, com-
bined with great skill in the application of
them, could have ensured success, he must
have succeeded. To the practical duties
of his profession his attention was unwea-
ried, and his patients will bear witness to
that unaffected kindness of manner which
always made his advice doubly acceptable;
which led them: to believe that he took a

personal rather than a professional interest

in their welfare—that he was their friend as
well &s their physician. And such, indeed,

-
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was :the case; ‘he considered - hns fellaw-
men as, fnends ‘and brethren, and valued
his christian even more than his medical
profession. - It was the first wish of _bis
heart to do good himself, and 10 teach»

‘others to do-good in every possible way ;

and deeming the moral still more dan-
gerous than the natural maladies of man,
be was proportionably anxious to mmlstet
to them also. As a firm believer in the
divine mission of Christ, he. considered it
a sacred duty to lend all the. aid that he
could in diffusing the knowledge of the
gospel.. A diligent and conscientious in-
quiry had led him to the peculiar views of .
religious truth which he entertained, and
he therefore exerted himself with zeal in

_ their diffusion ; but his zeal was according

to knowledge, and consequently without
bigogry. For many of those who differed
from him most widely, he alsvays felt-and
expressed -the highest regard, and where
he dissented honesily on points of faith,

could still unite with heart and hand, sin-
cerély and cordially in the spirit of chanty

As a physician and a friend, a fellow-citi-
zen and a fellow-christian, he will be long
and deeply regretted. May the sorrow
excited by his sudden and premature death,

lead to the earnest emulation of lnsgood
example !=—*¢¢ It is the end of all men, and
the living should lay lt to heart ”---Lceds
Mercury. | '

iy

REGISTER OF ECCLES[ASTICAL DOCUMENTS.

———— |

Further Address of the Soczety Jor
promoting the Enlargement and
- Bualding of Churches and Chapels.

[See pp. 212—214.]

TaE extraordinary nnanimity with which
a:bill, grounded vpon the recommenda-
tion from the throne, for the building of
churches and ehapels, has just passed into
a Jaw, sufficiently attests the existence and
magnitude of ‘the evil which led to the
formation of this society, and recognizes
the duty of all to exert themselves for its
remedy. It ohly remains, therefore, for
the committee, now that the prov:smns of
the act are ascertamed te poiot out the
‘present and peculiar uses of this society;
and to vindicate its high claims to the pa-
tronage of the public, by a slight reference
to the extent of that work, which, notwith-
standing the bounty of the legulature, is
atill left to the piety of iudividuals.

For this purpose it will be proper shortly
to state the limits within which the opera-
tions .of the ac¢t are coufined, and. the
‘amount of .claims which exist wnthm these
limijits.

 The 'p'#rl‘lamentary gmnt, 12. appears,

can in no case go in aid of any parlsh the
population. of which is short of 4000
persons, however large its deficiency of
church-room may be, or of any parish,
however numerous its population,in which
there is accommodation for one-fourth of
such population, unless there be 1000 per-
sons resident more than four miles-from
the charch, or the parish contribute in-a
satisfactory proportion to the charge of
building a new church or chapel. . At the
same time it is shewn, from official returns,
that there are, in twenty-two dioceses only,
not fewer than two hundred and ifty pa-
rishes, which, containing in the -whole -
about three millions of souls, without
church-room for one seventh of such po-
pulation, leave, in places within the regu-
latiens of the act, upwards of two millions
and a half actually shut out from the means
of attending upon the services of the Na-

tional Church. ‘

But it is in .the mulutude of panshe-

,(bp ond those enx:tled to shu}re in the mil-

lion of public' money), in which parlia-

meutary .documents Qxhxblt a deplorable
deficiency. of .churchsroom, and an almost
equal- need of pecumary help, t,hat the
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 necessity for the supplemental labours ef
this society is most firmly laid. Anditis
in promoting the enlargemeant of the build-
ing, and the increase of accommodationin
existing churches—a departmentaltogether
out of the contemplation of the parliamen-

' tary vote, and in which mederate aids may

be productive of the largest returns, that
the peculiar usefulness of the society will
be most strongly felt. . .
It is manifest, therefore, that a wide
field is open for the exertions of the so-
eiety ; and most gladly do they enter upon

it, with the gratefal declaration that they -
are now ready to receive applieations, and
appropriate their funds agreeably to the .
regalations of their counstitution, already
before the public, in the firm confidence,
that as the society has been happily in-
stituted with the patronage of the wise
and good of all orders in church and state,
so it will be supported with a zeal and
liberality proportioned te the impertance
of its object, and commensurate with the
numerous calls which will be made upon
its funds.—June. o

o = o—-~ -
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ST. DOMINGO.—DEATH OF PETION.
Port ax Prince, 4pril 1.-——Yesterday the
remains of the president Petion received a
.sumptuous and splendid fuaneral. The
corpse was laid in state two days ; and, to
" the moement of being consigned to the vauls,
the featuses did not exhibit any visible
change. Everyone who chese went to see
it, and the scenes which occurred were such
as are seldom witnessed on the demise of
men in power! In the differeat quarters

of the galleries of the palace, were men, .

women and children, some on their knees,
others standing, who, after taking a last
sight of the hody, were imploring heaven
for his soul. They were all bedewed in
tears, and, on retiring from the palace,
. filled the air with their cries and lamenta-
tions; not, perhaps, one dry eye quiited
that place out of the myriads which visited
it ; but at the funeral the stoutest heart
must have melted—the procession had
vearly a mile to go to church, and to return
to the place of interment, which was in a
vault under the Tree of Liberty, opposite
the palace ; thetroops, of which there were
a great many in town, were formed in two
lines from the palace to the church. The
body was on an open bier, dressed in state-
clothes, and laid on a car made in imita-
tion of that used for our late Lord Nelson ;
it was drawn by six horses, covered with
black silk velvet, ornumented with white
tassels, feathers, &c. .

It is a curious circumstance that he died
voluntarily, which, indeed, was suspected
by some about him from the beginning of
his sickness, (which only lasted eight days)
from his constantly refusing all Kinds of
medicine and nourishment, and even water ;
or if he did wake any thing, it was at the

pressing solicitations of those who sarround- -

ed him, but he spat it out again; and he
preserved to the last that calmness and
serenity of mind for which he was so re-
markable through life—eexpiring- without a
groan or a struggle, s ﬂg hus: baen

opened, and found as sound as that of any
man; no indications of any diserder what- -
ever; and the physicians do not hesitate in
declaring that he died of inanition!. What
may have been the cause is yel a mystery.
He had frequently been heard to say that he
wished himself dead; for that, with all his
study te render the people happy and pros-
perous, some were siill dissatisfied, and

‘made his life a torment. Time will, per.

haps, reveal the cause; in the meanwhile,
his loss is to be lamented ; for, I repeat it,

‘there are few such men as he was, more

particularly in aects of charity and benevo-
lence. |

His death threw all the merchauts into

- the greatest consternation, as there is com-

puted to be in the Republic 6,000,000
worth of British property alone, including
the shipping. The judicious measures
which - were' immediately adopted, tended,
in some degree, to calm our fears : all the
military were . tuxned out, and. have been
keptat their posts to this day. Anembargo
was placed on the shipping, and no one
suffered to leave the town till pretty late on
Suaday ; and the appointment of the few
president (Boyer) has been unanimous;
nor to this moment have I heard of any
chief having expressed a wish for the situ-
ation. The president will be proclaimed
this Cay, and.in two or three he will pro-
ceed to examine the frontiers, lest Christo-
phe, on hearing of the death of Petion,
might advance, 1 the hopes of profiting by
the event. Some of the troops which at-
tended yesterday, were marched: off after
the solemnity, for the frontiers; in fact,
every precaution that prudence can diotate
for private wranquillity, and exteriml secu-
rity, appears to have been adopted.
Domestic.—~RELIGIOUS.

- Nottingham and Derby Assoctateon.
~ Tae third quarterly ineeting of theasso-
ciated Unithrian ' ministers of the counties
of Nottingham, Derby, and the Sonth of
Yorkuliire; was Hiéld af Stanningtorf, near
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Sheffield, on Good.: gnddy, March 20, 1818
The Rev. H iper, of Norton,: per-

formed the- ﬂcvouoaal services, and a ser-

mon was preached. by the Rev. Jacob
Brettell, of Rotberham .on .. the : character
and object of Ch nstxanzeal

of his address, the preacher gave an ani-
mated. (lescrnptlon of the .evils which had
resulted from a zeal for particular specula-
tive points of faith, united with-a bigoted
and intolerant spn'it, and shewed that men,
under the pretext of zeal and. attachinent
to the Christian religion, had been perse-
cutors and.tyrants,~—had become, instead
of the 'ministers of peace to the children of
men, the very bane and pest of saciety ;
in short bhad, in their frenzy, played
such tricks in face of high heaven as made
the angels weep.. He dld not fail, in op-
position .to this repelling and d:sgnstmg
picture, to set forth the advantages of a
zeal enlightened and tempered with libe-
rality of spirit, maintaining at the same
time, that the zeal of the present day,
amongst. professmg Christians in general,
was, in a vast majority of . instances, to-
‘tally misplaced ;
called forth insupport of circumstantials,
or, to adopt a comparison from one of the
fine arts, much more care was displayed in
preventmg- a single fold of the drapery of
ar admired piece of sculpture from falling
into decay, than in keeping the symmetry
and beanty of the ﬁgnre itself, perfect and
unmuulated

The service was well attended and the
company afterwards dined together at the
Little ‘Matlock Inn, (situated in a most
romantic spot, on the edge of the High

Moors,) to the number of ﬁfty, amongst.

whom were the following ministers :—the
Rev. Dr. Philipps, of Sheffield, H. H. Piper,

of Noiton, R. W. Wallace of Chesterﬁeld |

J. Brcttcll of Rotherbam, Rlchard Astley
of Hallfax P. Wright, of Sheffield, ‘and
Mesars, Charles Wallace and Wm. Worsley
students of the Manchester Coliege; York.
In the course of the afternoon several
splnlcd addresses were delivered to. the
mheeting’, which broke up abont six o’clock
‘1n the evening.

The next meeting (the annual one to be
held at Derby, in June, intervening) is to
be held at Chesterﬁeld September 17,
1818. The Rev. H. H. Plper is appomted
to preach, and the Rev. John Williams to
conduct the devotions of the day

P. W,
Sheﬁetd Aprzl 11, 1818
—*
Dudley Double Lecturc. |
On Whnt-Tuesday May 12, was the an-

niversaxy of ge Double Lccture at Dudiey.
utxsh ‘of Blrmmgham, cON- .

dueted the dcvptxon sl service, and two, v:l;;y de
e

The Rev. J

mlcruhng isepnrees were. delmnd,
 { .

VOL, . B

dley. Mh Lecture.-.-.GeMal Bapﬂ% ,

1In the course

that it was generally

-former by the Rev T: Davis,

from Phili ip. iii. 8.2 Yea, oub -and -1
count all things but Toss, for.the excellem -
of the knowledge of ClmstJ ‘esug my Eord :”

and the latter by the Rev. Rmbardl‘ 5y of
Kldde;mmster, fmm Acts xx. 245 & Bnt
none of these things move me, mnhermnt
I my life dear: unto myself, so :that X

might finish my course with. joy,. -and the
ministry which I have received of the Lord

Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of
God. > - Fifteen ministers were present, and

the congregation was numerous, - The Rev.

Thomas Bower, of Walsall, and the Rev.

Thomas Warren, of Stourbndge, were ap«

~pomted to preach at the next Lecture..

| 3 H 1"3?" o
-
General Ba,ptzst Assembly.

 Tae Old General Baptists held their
annual Assembly, on Tuesday, May.12th,
at the Meeting-house, Worship-streety Lon-
don. Some of the elders and representa-
tives of the churches met, as usual) for

“business abeut two hours beﬁ)re the pnb.)-‘

lic service, which commenced ‘at eleven "
o'clock. ,

- Mr. Evans, of Islmgton, read the Scnp-
tures and gave out the hymns; Mr. S,
Km%I sford of Canterbury offered the prayer,
and Mr. David Eaton, of London, preached
the sermon. “The discourse was founded
on 1 Tim. ii. 4: “Who will have all men
to be saved, and to come unto the know-
ledge of the trath.” In the course of his
sermon the preacher, after alluding to the
name by which the body is designated,
attempted a brief refutation of the argument
recently advanced by Mr. Belsham, in his
Piea for Infant Baptzsm. Whether' the
refutation be or be not complete must be
left to the judgment of those who may read.
the sermon, which is now’ before. tbe
public, |

. Soon after the close of the public scrvxcc, |

the business recommenced. The letters.
from the different churches were read,

and some of them ~contained very: gtau-
fying information respecting the state. of:
those churches, and the means used for
the dissemination of what they regard as
pure and saving truth; while one in par-
ticular evinced that the favourite dogma of
the denomination—~the right and En:y of
individaal  judgment, was not sd. clearly
understood and duly appreciated as it ought
to be. The Assembly, however, mamfc:tcd.
a becoming candour on learning that, in:
two of the churches, the following up of
the principle of free inquiry 1o what indi-
viduals deemed its jegmmate consequence,
had led them: to reject some of those. means .
of, strengthening'. religions feeling . ‘and
piactice, in.the observange af which :all'.
eminstions. . &re. wrced Wc alludé Q

pul prayer 1 mncnm and | pulgiis
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pre&ehang The only sentiment w)nch the
Avsembly eould cons:stenﬂy avow on re-
ceiving this intelligence was, that every
individual had-a right to act agreeably to
his own eonvu,tion ; ‘and -this sentiment
was bold) avowed, without being contra
dicted. A wish was, nevertheless, ex-
pressed that a rejection of any of the forms
hitherto observed as means of promoting
piety and diffusing christian knowledge
might not be followed, by at least an ap-
parent want of that chanty which thinketh
rio “evil, and by a superciliousness and
dogmatism more disgusting than had ever
been evinced by those wha have been
marked out as being either fools or knaves
for not thinking and acting in a similar
manner.

At the close of the busmess the ministers
and their friends, togethet with several
genﬂemen not helonormg to the Assembly,
withidrew to the WhiteHart Tavern, Bishops-
gate Street, to dinner.

- After the cloth was removed, the chair-
man, the preacher for the day, gave several
" pértinent toasts, which called up a number

of gentlemen to address the meeting”. |

In the midst of considerable variety of
opinion the greatest harmony prevailed,
anid the company broke up at anearly hour,
apparently satisfied with what they bad
withessed and pax t:cxpated in durmg the
dav E. D |

Yeovzl I'ellowsth Fund.

S
As it ,may be useful to record in your
valuable Repos:tory every fact tending to
illustrate the growing zeal of Unitarian
Christiaus, I with pleasure inferm you,
that, after a discourse on the subject of

religions zeal, and the proper modes of

expressing it, delivered by the Rev. S.
Fawcett, a meetmg was held in the chapel
for the pur os¢ of forming a Fellowship
Fund, at which meeting the following re-
solunons were unanimously adopted, and
signed by upwards of sixty sabscribers, (of
which a large proportion consisted of young
persons,) by whom T am directed to trans-
mit & copy of the resolntions.
H. MEAD, Secretary.
At a meeting of persons fnendly to the
establishment of a Christian Fellowship
Find, held in the Unitarian chapel, Yeovil,
on Sunday the 17th May, 1818, Edmund
Batten, E#q. in the chair, the following
resolutions were unammousiy adopted :
‘1. That a society be formed, called the
| Yaovil Christian Fellowshi; Fund Society:
‘2. That its objects shall be to present
. owcasionnl tontribations to ‘Unitarian cha-
v about to be erected . or

miniviers; and te prowsote” genemll Wlic
cliﬁ’nmn ibf Unitarian trath, 7‘

repaired, to
hitavieh academies for the éducation of.

Intetl‘a’genae.-:-ai”eovil Pellowship thc&-ﬁmw;}’cllowsliﬁ' M

3. That the fund be supphbd by weekly
subscriptions of one penny and -upwards;
those who subseribe. more than e _penny
per week; to pay quarterly.

4. That an annual general meetmg shall
be held the first Sunday in-Juné, in each
year, at which time, a presndent, treasuarer,
secretary, commntee and eolleetors shall
be chosen. -

5. That the commntee sha}l consxst of
the president and treasurer for the time
being, and  seven othér persons, to be
chosen by each subscnber present dt the
annual meeting, giving in a list of names,
from which list a majority shall be selected

6. That the committee shall meet on the
first Sunday in every month, at three in
the afternoon, in fthe chapel; and that
theix. meetmgs shall be open to every suh.
scriber, but that the right of votmg be
coiifined to the committee. |

7. That the expense neeessary to fur-
nish a Sunday school with books, shall be
defrayed out of this fund ; but that no sum
excepting this, shall be paid out of the
fund during the first year.

8. That in case of emergency the secre-
tary shall be empowered to call a spec:al
meeting of the committee. -

9. That the Rev. Dr.Smith be requested
to accept the office of president. -

10. That the Rev. S. Fawcett be re-
quested to fill the office of treasurer.

11. That Mr. Mead be requésted. to per-
form the office of secretary.

~ 12. That the following subscribérs be
requested to act as a committee till the
annual meeting in 1819, viz. Messrs. Car-
ter, Erith, Tett, Fltchett, Lee, Ensor and
Stephens, Sen., any three of whbm with
the president or treasurer, shall bé suffi-
cient to act, and in case of necessity, the
president to- have a enstlng vote.

13. That Messts. Mead and Stephens,
ben., be requested to act as collectors for
the first year.

14. That" these resolutmns ‘be inserted
in the Monthly Reposltory and Chnstlau
Reformer. -

(Slg‘ned) a |
EDMUND BATTEN, C!lamnan
Yeovzl MaJ 19; 1818.

-—-*——
Lynn Fel Iowsth Fund

FOLLOWING the commeudable example
of many of our Unitarian brethren in va-
rious parts of the country, we have com-
menced a Fellowship Fund ‘in this town,
and the prospect before ns is wery pro-
mising. This fund embraces the geneliﬂ
objects  of such institations, ‘and 8 ré,
lated by rules adapted to 1o*co.y imbn‘
sthnices.: o

‘We - have a confaiénée vhce l’m‘tmgm

- This ithpto¥ing * and tfhmng' me%ﬁn
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remaxkably well ‘attended. : It is oper to
all a'ehgmns dsenommanons, and. full 1i-
berty..is given to every person to express
his opimen' The: ladies are inviied to
eoimmunicate theirsentimients in writing to
the moderator of the meetiug, for the pur-
pose of being publicly read,: and from this
interesting quarter, at all onr conferences
we ‘have ‘had great assistance and equal
gramﬁcatwn ‘Many persons attend- upon
these occasions who are.aot of our society.
Indeed; most gf the subjects which have
come under serions and impartial atten-
tion in our past conferences, were proposed
by a truly liberal and pious Wesleian
preacher. Muay others fullow his example,
and then we. shonld soon perceive, agree-
ably to the sentiments of a female friend
at our Jast meeting, that ¢ the animosity
which too frequently subsists between prd-
fessing Christians of different sects, would
be greatly lessened; =aod if they wonld
charitably consider each other’s views, the
difference between them would oft-times
be found triffing, and when great; the
knowledge that each was actuated by the
same love of truth and piety, wonld bind
them together in the mdlsso]uble bands of

?bmthetly love »?
: B. TRELEAVEN
.L;vfm, June. 10 1818 s

.. B " | .
Manchester Colléjq, York.

Tre Thirty-second Awnual Mdetmg of
the Trustees of Manchester College, York,
“will be held at Cross StreetChapel fRooms
in Manchester, on Friday the 7th of An-
gust, The Trustees and their friends will
dire together, as usual, after the meetmg‘,
at the Bndgwater Arms.

THOS. H. ROBINSON
J 'G. ROBBERDS,
Secretanes
The following sums have heen reoewed

on account of the College since the last
Report. [P. 339.] |

Congreo'atzonal (’alleqtzons
Bath—Rev., Jose h Hunter, £19 16 6
Chester-—Rev. W J.Bakewell 14 8 6

Mansfield—Rev. John Williams 10 0 O
Chesterfield—Rev. R. Wallace 11 12 .6
Benefactions.

A l‘nend tothe Unitarian.canse,
by the Rev. -Charl:es We]lbe- B
loved - - ' - 95 0 9

Buehwig, by: the 1Revx. Oharles
‘Wellbeloved, one half 2o be
-bestowed -as @ prive lo the
student, wko, in'Greek prase,:

o produoea the best compositiony, = .
onwuwchsubjoct conmectedawdth
Moral Philosophy, or the
&arly%tory qf‘ Ohristipnity, = =

(mteqded to be repeatedr 8- .. - T
-~ naally) - ~. 10 D 0‘
Joseph Liddell an. Moor Park
- near - Carhsle, by the Rév.. ,

William Turner, Newecastle 50 D .0
New Annual Subscriptions. - . .
Rlchard Meade, Esq. Taunton 2 .‘-2, D
Mr. Sudworth, Chester .. 1 1-0
Mr. John Buddle,Newcastle-on.. IR
Tyne - <1 .:.~-1;-./.-.,.~':ao
Mr. John Hlll dltt.o - -+ 1.3 1.0
Mr. George Hlll ditto - - 1.1 :0
Mr. W, Robson ditto - 1 1.0
Mr. R. H. Lacey, Chlchesm Q1D .86
Rev. George Case, Shrewsbury 1 1 -0
££l29 16 0
. GEO. WM., WOOD, Treasumr ,
‘ Mamhester, June 17, 1818 o
Subscrzptzons to the Umtarzan Chapel
at Neath. .

Sm
I BEG the favour of your msertmg in

‘your Repository the subjoined Tist of sub-

scriptions, at Bristol, towards the] 137 FY8
tionpof the debt on the Unitgrian gh)d?

at Neath now reduced to about £160. It
is hoPed that, when other cases of a moaie
pressing nature do not present ﬂnemselves,
the liberality of the public will, effect a
still farther 1eductlon of it. In compﬁance
with the wishes of the society, I ‘avail
myself of this opportunity to return our
nnited and warmest thanks to all thpse
fnends of the cause, who have, in varioms
‘'ways, kmd]y contributed to our assistangce.
‘And I beg leave to make. my particular
acknowledgments to gentlemen ‘of  the
’Levnn s Mead Society, Tor vciluntary and

very friendly pensonal ald afforded me.in

'plomoting my object, to wluc'b they and
‘their friends contributed with a hbenaht

and cheerfulness, which evinced vsa;-mt
of zeal, and cor dlallty of good wishes,

The spirit of inquiry, excited by the
secession of Dr. Stock, and the Sunday
evening lectures, &c. conducted by Mr.
Rowe and Dr. (‘alpenter, have been the
means of removing much prejudice; and of
‘adding to.-the strength of .the. highly re-

spectabled interest at Bristol. May they
00N ana presper. .

) ’ Pf" ' D. DAVJS.
A@ral 17, 1818 oy
Rev. John Rewe - . -1'..1- 0
Rev. Dr. Oarpeuter? ’2d snbscnp.. BTt

ton -~ < e 4 l 0
"Thomas HModgetts - -~.;:1 e T
Michnel Casfle : - L2 5B
Authur Palhner; Jmi, lPuf”k ltow 575 D
Rﬂﬂiand %fi@l i S 6 ,@ A ‘o
' Fdodb Wilcox mbkettg e B B D
Thomas Castle ".-3 ~‘-',N_, e ¢22 v

. 2’ .2 0

ﬂﬁl‘ojﬁle“ﬂb R “} o
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Harley and Lang
Joseph Davy -
Adrian Moens = -
Brooke Smith -
J. K. Huberfield
Joseph Edye
Jacob Ricketts
Henry Ricketts
Joseph Hall
Samuel Hall
Thomas Morgan -
Mrs. Foot - -
John Maningford
G. F. Bromhead
Robert Syle - .- -
Joseph Hunt, of Exeter, 2d sub-
scription - - -
Ephraim Bastable -
Francis Allen - -
Thomas Andrewes -«
Levi Ames - -
Robert Bruce - -
Mrs. Pierce - -

O I I R S R T I A A

Joseph Maurice -
William Inman -
Thomas Rankin
John Ames @ .
James Johnson -
William Browne
Henry Reynell -
Edmund Butcher
James Cox, of Exeter
John, Yerbury -

NOOOODD it i ek N O el i O bk © o ot ek O D e et e e 1O RO

'S T N ST R B N TR RNNY SN S RN N S TR SUNY BT BN NN JRN RN BN DAY B B B R

g OhumuﬂhnﬂmHQO\hIEOQQQHHHHHHQ!nHHH HH#R#HHQOHH_HHH&@
O O 00000 O OO0 NNCCODOOOOO0O ©OCOLOCCOLDOOOOD

Frederick Savery - 3
John Shute - - 1
John Wyight - - 2
Mrs. Hart - - 1
FPrederick Norton - 0
THomas Williams - 1
Richard Vigor - - 0
Miss Hilles - - 1
Miss Eveleigh - - 1
James Lambert - 1
John Woodward - 1
Samuel Bryant - - 10

£90 10

.
MisceLrLANROUS,

Persecution of the French Protestants.

[From the Times.] -

Private Correspondence, -

Bourdeaux, June 17, 1818.

WE are now very much occupied with
an tncident which interests the whole of
the reformed church of France. One of
the deacons of our church hes just been
condemned to pay a fine by the Tribunal of
Police, for not having decorated the front
~ of his house with the usual hangings,

uring the procession of the host on Corpus

Aristi day. This prosecution appears to
us a manifest violation of the 5th article of
the Cliarter; but what appears more. sur-

prising still are the arguments employed

Intelligence.—Persecution of the French Protestants, =

by the public ministry:(the’ Jaw.officers : of
the crown) who demanded the:condem-
nation, They rested these arguments on
a regulation of 1757, which they cited at
the audience as their authority, -and which
you will observe renewed the rigour of the
persecutions against the Protestants, the
exile of their pastors; interdiction of their
assemblies, the anmnulling: of their wmar.
riages, the declaration of bastardy on their
infants, &c. What must we think, in the
age in which we live, of seeing such atro-
cities dug up from their grave? No
attempt is made, it is true, to bring ‘them
again into exercise at the present moment,
and the attempt could not succeed though
made ; but it might be expected that shame
would restrain them from recalling those
barbarous decrees, especially as by so doing
they vinlate existing laws, and aim a direct
blow at rights consecrated by the Charter.
Article 5 of the Charter is thus ex.
pressed :—‘ Every man' professes his reli.
gion with equal freedom, and obtains for
his worship the-same protection.” . It is
evident that, if the Protestants can be com.
pelled to put out hangings, then to bend
the knee, &e., acts prohibited by their con.
science, there is ne longer any toleration
in religion, and by degrees we may expect
the revival of former abuses, Attempts of

‘the same kind appear to have been made

in the whole of the South., We know of
energetic representations made, addressed
to the government by divers consistories,
and we think it necessary to display zeal
and firmness in the delicate. circumstances
in which we are, with regard to the con-
cordat. The concordat presented to the
Chambers, dut not discussed, threatens
us with a revival of all the laws of the
churck, and you are not ignorant what the
ultra-moniane party mean by these ex-
pressions. 1 know that some of the pro-
visions of this Charter may -be amended,
but is it not deplorable, that the idea of
proposing them should have been enter-
tained ? If we shew weakness or indiffer-
ence, can we tell how far our supineness
or want of energy may be abused in the
discussions of the approaching session of
the Chambers, to extort from them con-
cessions which may endanger our liberty
of conscience? = ‘,

A peculiar system of management ap-
pears to be adopted by théese who move in
these affairs. They appear to act in eon-
cert, as the same attempts hi\ve been made
in different places. = The condemned have
demanded signed copies of their sentences;
they have not received them, and probably
never will. . This mede of proceeding ap-
pears a tacit confession om the part of the
authorities that their decisions are -not
founded on law. .1t is to be remarked like-

wise, that though several Protestants re- .
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sisted - a- compliance’ with the ' ceremony
above-mentioned, only one (a Swiss pastry-
cook) - was prosecuted, on a belief, pro-
bably, that. he was without support: on
the  other hand, the Jews have been per-
secuted in great numbers.”” S

Stz Humpury Davy is gone to the Con-
tinent. Sir Humphry’s first object is to
assist the miners of Flanders and Germany
in using his safety lamps for the preserva-
tion of their lives; and his second object
to go to Naples for the purpose of applying
a chemical process to the unrolling the
Herculaneum MSS.—His Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, we understand, ho-
noured Sir H. Davy with an' audience
before his departure, and was graciously
pleased to encourage his undertaking, and
afford to it his patronage. His Royal
Highness, we believe, has never lost sight
of these interesting remains, and it is sin-
cerely to be hoped that his enlightened
views and exalted patronage, bringing into
activity the resources of British secience,
will at length unfold to the literary world
these hidden treasures of Greek and Roman
learning ~—~Morn. Chron. |
. NOTICES.

THE annual meeting of the Unitarian
Tract Society established in Birmingham
for Warwickshire and the neighbouring
counties, will take place at Wolverhampton,
on Tuesday, July 28. The Rev. John
' Kenrick, M. A. classical tutor at the Man-

preach c,q the aeeasion. i -

chester' College,” York, has ‘engaged to
‘ThHE annual meeting of the ‘Western
Unitarian Society will be held at Yinrinster,

on Wedriesday the 8th July neéxt, the Rev.

Dr. Smith to preach oa the occasion, ™ *
THE annual meeting of the Southern
Unitarian Society will be held at Brighton,.
on Wednesday, July 22. The Rev. Jobn
Fullagar, of Palgrave, is expected to preach.
THOMAS COOKE, Jun., Secretary.

| . ‘LITRRARY. -
In the press, the Book of Common
Prayer, and Administration-of the Sacrae

‘ments, and other Rites and Ceremonies of

the Church, according to the use of the
United Church of England and Ireland:
with Translations into the Greek, Latin,
Italian, Spanish, French and German lan-
guages. This work will be comprised in
one quarto volume, uniform to a Polyglott
Bible, also in one quarto wolume, now
publishing by Mr. Bagster, of Paternoster-
row ; by whom the names of subscribers
will be received : andit is hoped that this
publication will make the Common Prayer
still more acceptable to the scholar and the
student, and ensure the.approbation and
encouragement of the clergy and friénds
of the Established' Church. A Common
Prayer, in-each of the above languages, in
a beautiful pocket volume, will be' pub-
lished at the same time. o o

MONTHLY RETROSPECT of PUBLIC AFFAIRS;
' The Christian’s Survey of the Political World.

e :

THE dissolution of parliament presents
the United Kingdom under an aspect, of
which foreigners can have no idea, but by
‘an actual visit to the country. The nsual
incidents from a large concourse of peaple
in one place, though not embittered by
animosity or a riotous spirit, when swelled
out by a French imagination, afford matter
for exclamation against us, as if we were
freed from every restraint of good manners
and civilized life.  Instances indeed will
occur, when the passions of men are afloat,
of individuals acting in a base wmanner
against their opponents: yet these are
very rare, and in general the elections
have been carried on with as much de-
corum as could be expected. in the present

very imperfect and very improper manier

of taking the .votes. . Westminster. has
been - the place. most noted for outrage;
but the. electors of Westminster .are not
to_bear. all sthe blame, as probsbly the
‘vefuse of the metropolis were collected

about its hustings, and some censure may
fall on the police for not having attended
more to its duty. | |
The last parliament was dissolved in 2
very abrupt manner by the Prince Regent
in person.. On his ascending the throne s
message was sent for the Commons, who
attended with their Speaker at their head:
and he in presenting some :bills addressed
the throne with the usual expressions of
loyalty and notices of the proceedings’ of
their body. The prince then addressed
both houses: at the conclusion of which
the parliament was declared tn be Qdis-
solved. In consequence, the House of
Commong ceased to exist; there was up
Speaker, and they were only private indi-
viduals. ‘Several of them went back how-
ever wilh the lite Speaker to St Stephen’s
chapel, who took the seat that had besn
8ppl‘9[n’iated ’tOhim, ﬁndﬁ was- g‘oingt .ﬂ
read the speech from thd throne, as would-
have been. proper; if there had been a
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House of Commons;  but on. its being
mentioned that they were all there without
authority, the gentlemen dispersed, and the
_speech cannot. be entered ou the mmutes
“of the late representative body. |
~ This departure from the usual cusiom
has exmtei_d,much ammad_versmn. Such
an occurrence has not taken place since
the time of Char les the First, who in a
very ungracious manner dnsmlssed once
“his parliament, and was afterwards in open
war with his Commons. Since that time
" the custom has been for the King to ad-
"dress the two houses on one day, and
dissolve the parliament by proclamation
on the next.
Speaker, on returning to the House of Com-
mons, brought with him the speech from
‘the throne, which was read to 1it, and
‘entered upon the minutes, and then the
‘house separated. Itsproceedings beingthus
‘compléted, they all, on the understanding
‘that the pallmment would be dissolved on
the next day, went to their respective
homes to give an account to their con-
stituents of their conduct, and prepare
themselves for the new elections.
 An improvement took place this {ime
~ in the issuing of the writs, on which there
used occasionally to be much improper
conduct, by the writs being forwarded
‘or delayed for some places, according as it
might sult the purpeses of some favoured
‘candidate. Upon this occasion all the
wriis were ﬁrst signed and sealed, and
then sent all together to the post office.
Thus every place received its writ without
favour or affection in the time that its dis-
tance from the ‘metropolis required: and
- the elections for cities and boroughs being
limited by the time of the receipt of the
writs, the eleotions were nearly at the
same time- throughout the kingdom.
elections for countles necessarily varied,
~ fram their dependence on the county
. ‘eourts.

The last act of the last parhament vwas
the alien bill, which occasioned a variety
of difficulties in its passage through the
Houses. - Its object evidently is to wunite
our government with those of the contirent,
to -keep under surveillance ‘those persons
‘of various ‘kingdoms, who ‘may be con-
sidered as obnoxious to their nespective
‘heads. = 1t is liable to very great abuses,
a8 individnals may be exposed to private
maglice, covering itself ‘under some pub-
lic pretext; and the administration may
‘be made party tn-deeds which they would
de the first to abhor. 1t wasfound in the
-course of the proceedings ion this bill, that
it militatéd with a law of Scotland »ante-
«cedent to the Unien, which oacasioned a
_mew modification of it after it had pone
through mast of the forms. This required
W mew :bil}, which was carvied through ‘the
dhamwes with whet might almost be stylell

According to that mode, the.
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indecent dispatch: for such.a dispateh is
to be allowed omnly, whem. injury to tbg
kingdom might be. expected to arise in
the delay.. But as the bill itself is in the
minds ef a great number of persons by xo
means necessary, or rather. s aliento our
constitution, any particular hurry in favour.-
ing its pregress can scarcely be allowable,
However so it was. It received ‘the: royal
sanction, and aliens are now completely
at the metcy of the ministers. ;

'Sir Francis ' Burdett introduced his
measure for the reform of parliament,
The basis of it is the extension of the
right of suffrage, and the shortening of
the duration of parliaments. The opinion
of the house was decisive upon his plan,
for he had no one to support him but
his colleague in the representation of
Westminster, who séconded his motion.
In the debates the idea of universal suf.
frage was treated with great contempt,
and strange insinuations were thrown out
against the shortening of the duration of
parliaments, The speakers on this occa-
sion seemed to have forgetten, that for
about three:hundred years no one par-
liament existed for a year, and there were
frequent instances of more than one par-
liament holden within the year. The pre-

_Sent system of septennial parliaments took

its rise only at the accession of the present
reigning family to the throne : and if
circumstapces at its origin might Justnfy
the extension 'of the duration of the exist.

ing ’parhament, experience has shewn, that

its continuance has been injurious to the
liberties of the country. In fact, the
House of Commons has since that time
been gradually estranging itself more and
more from the people : and it could not be
otherwise, for the members elected for so
longattme formaspecies of petite noblesse,
and not being accountable till a remote
day to their constituents, they are inclined
to act more @#s the masters of than the
attorneys, according to the old lmnguage,
for their constitaents.

‘On the extension ‘of the right of suffrage
one ‘would think -that there could bre only
one opinion. For it was never in the
contemplation of any one, that the House
of Commons should be in is present state.
Trme, the great innevator, has introduced
its ususl changes in thie ‘state of cities,
towns and boroughs, reducing in a con-
siderable degree the population of some
places, :and ‘in others annihilating it wlto-
gether. I¥n granting to a place the right
or privilege of sending- representatlves 10
parliament, it 'was not on' account of
stones, or bricks, of ‘trees, tlrat - amight
‘have ‘been on that Place, 'lmt in ‘gunse-
quence -of the '‘people ¥hot inhebited it:
‘and when ‘the diseppenred, /it was
netuzé] hat fhe Wpredeﬁmiwn «should
ceuse, Bat this ‘did mut suit'the views of
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_the proprietor of the place: as by retain-

ing the pnnlege ‘He' could” noniinate tw 6’;
members to parhament, an&thus make him-

self equal in consequence.to a county, and
his borough became the foundation of in.

this evident abuseought to be the first object
of the representative body, for a set of men
are thus introduced into the House of Com-
mons to vote away the public money, from

which they take care to secure no. small
advantage ‘to themselves. The neva.uce
is now seen in its full extent; lt is. per-
fectly well understood ; ‘and if n should ‘be
permitted to continue, 1t is evidently a mis-
pomer to speak of tbe House of Commons
as a true representative of the people. It is
a representative of a very small "body of the
people; and in this small body the propar-
tion of individuals commanding votes, is
such, that they materially interfere with
the nghts of the crown, the peerage, and
the people. ‘The question will e brought
up agein in the ensuing parhameut, in
which it will be seen how far the interest
of the borough-ho1ders is supenor to the
general sentiment. |

A cause bas been tried in the courts of
law of great importance to the public. It
will be recollected, that a person having a
forged note in blS possession, which he
had taken in the way of trade, was by the
baiik brought before a maglstrate, ‘and, on
his refusal to surrender it, committed to
prison. He has. brought hls action for
false imprisonment, and obtained consider-
able damages: the judge having repro-
bated in strong colours the conduct used
towards him upon this occasion.
will be a salutary lesson to the bank,
whose proceedings with respect to forged

notes should be watched with a careful

eye. The liberty of the subject must not
be sacrificed to the interests, whatever they
may be, of a commercial body. ,
France is likely to open a scene of
some importance to the religious world.
The old laws respecting Protestants are
well known, but, they slept during the
time of the repubhc aud the Iate emperor ;
and it was supposed that they were com-
pletely abrogated by the Charter. - A dis-
position has mamfested itself of nevwmg
them, and subjecting Protestants to ancient
restraints.
persuasion have a grand festival every year
under the name of Féte de Dieu, festival of
God, on which day the cross, the mass, the
lmages of the mother of God,
saints, are paraded through the streets in
solemn processlon. Infact,itis a heathenish

rite fo all intents and ,purpoﬁea, and the
zealous sectarians declare theix app robmon |
of it, not only by walking an it) but tn *
adormng their houses in every manner.

‘hours. .

This
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possible accordmg to their circumstances,
ta ‘testify tleir aidhérence to’ the Cause,
which 1s"3""opular in théir coyntries. To

such a p,f,_essxon, it is jevident that Pro-

testants cannot give their countenance, and
creasing consequence to himself. To remedy- -

where they live they have contented them-
selves -with - staying :within -their +houses,
which of com'se dnspxlayed none. of those
marks brought forward by their  neigh.
A deacon of one of the. Pmtestant
churches was. in this sitnation, and-he. ‘W28
brought before the courts for the offence of
not decor atmg his house,.and fined accord-
ino-ly Thishas produced a greal sensa-

-tion, and if it is-allowed in this magner

to attack the Protestants, there cannot be
a doubt that the. counquering party will
pursae their triymphs, and the toleration
allowed by the Charter will exist only:in
name, How fax. our conrt will interfere,
time will shew; but the secieties in Eng-
land, which were on the alert on the former
attacks against the Protestants in the South
of France, will not, we are persuaded, sleep.
on this occasion. They may de much gaod

~ both~by open remanstrance and by the a:-

sistance they may be enabled to rendet to
the persecuted.

. The later lntelhgence from the Spnmsb
colonies is much more ﬁavourable to - the
canse of independence than that which
preceded it. But we must wait some time
for a clear detail of the transacnons from
the Spanish Main to the river Oronoako.
There is-every reason to helieve that the
royal cause is.very much broken, and in a
short time its ﬂag will disappear from that
region. . If, however, the success of inde-
pendence is doubtful in that quarter, to
the south of . America the prospect is 1more
cheering, and the banks of La Plata seem
to be entirely removed. from all dan m-
from the mother country. A report h
been spread, that Monte Video, which is at
present a bone of contention between Spain
and Portugal, is to be put under.the Eng-
Lish flag, till affairs in that quarter .are
better settled; hut it may be very much
doubted whether such an interference. on
our part can beattended with any beneficial
consequences. The holy alliance finds
some difficulty in the arrangement of these
matters, and the natives will trouble them-
selves Little with the result of their confer-
ences. A few years more will shew 'the
flags of warious independent Amerxeah
States floating on the Atlantié, and Sp

- may then look to its own resomces at lmme

and having banishedbigotry aid the inqui-
sition, may hecome mueh happier from: the
produce of its own soil and its own industry
than from the gold anll jewels extorted fFrom
its distant subjects, so long kept baek under

the grievous wexght of ignoranpe and 1 uper-
stmon.

PUYNYEFES
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'NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THEQL 7

Y“t‘A:

. | AN D GENERAL LITERATURE

--”—-

Tj:e Theologlcal and Mlscel]aneous
‘Works of Joseph Priestley, LL.D. F.R.S.
Vol. V.

Historical Memoirs of the Church of
France, in the reigns of Louis the XIVth,
XVth, XVIth and the French Revolation,
By Charles Butler, Esq., of meoln s Inn.
14s,

The Sacred and Indefeagnble Rights of
the Clergy Examined, Recognised and
Vindicated. The Origin, Moral Obligation
and Policy of the Law of Tythes mqulred
into ; with a Plan for relieving the People
from the Burdens imposed upon them by
the Church, without serious Injury and
Incanvemence 3s.

Victory over the World, tbrough Faith
in Jesus, the Son of God. A Sermon at
the Umtauan Chapel, Artillery Laue, Lon-
don, Wednesday, Ma.y 13, ]818 before the
Unitarian Fund Society. By N. Phlllpps,'
D.D. 12mo.

Unitarianism the only Rehglon that can
become Universal. A Discourse, on Sun-
day Evening, April 19, 1818, in the Uni-
tarian Chapel, Rensbaw Street Liverpool.
With Notes and 4 an A ppendlx. By George
Harris. 8vo.

- The True Intelests of Religion Con-
sidered A Sermon before the Annual
Assembly of General Baptists at the Chapel
in Worship Street,  May 12, 1818. By
David Eaton. "Svo. 1s. 6d. :

Two Discourses : 1. On the Fitness and
Propriety of the Gospel Dispensation being
introduced through the medium of the Man
Christ Jesus. 2. On the Foundation,
Nature and Proper Expressions of Love to
the Lord Jesus Christ. Preached at the
Sixth Annual Meeting of the'Association
of Scotish Unitarian Christians, at Glas-
gow, April 26, 1818. By Wllllam anner
1Zmo.

for

~ and still pursuing ;
New Churches.

An Essay on the Attnbutes of Satan

viz. the Nature and Extent of his Power,
his Subtlety, his Maligaity, his Ubiquity

and his Misery. 2s.

A Description of Greenland. By Hans
Egede, who was for twenty-ﬁve years a
Mlssnonary in that country. A new edition,

with an Historical Intmductnon and & Life
Aof the Author, map and engrnvmgs

12s.
The Polemlcal Contest betwixt the Right
Rev. the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, and the
Rev. Thomas Scott, Rector of Aston Sand-
d, Bucks; on the subject of Calvinism.
Referred to his Honum the Worshxpful
Chnstnan Common Sense, Esq. * 5s.
Cburch-of-Englandum and ils Cate-
chism Examined: preceded by Strictures

on the exclusionary System as pursued in

the National Society’s Schools; inter-
spersed with Parallel Views of the English
and Scotish Established and 'Non-Esta-
blished Churches; and concluding with
Remredies ploposed for Abuses indicated;
and an Examination of the Parhamentary. ‘
System of Church Reforin lately pursued,
including the proposed
By Jeremy Bentbam, Esg.
Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn, and late of
Queen’s College, Oxfond M. A. 20s.

Sermons on the Nature Offices and
Character. of Jesus Christ. By the Rev.
T. Bowdler, A. M. 8vo. 14s. boards.

The Phxlosopbxcal Library ; being a Cu-
rious' Colle¢tion of .the most Rareé and
Valuable Manuscnpt and Printed Works,
both ancient' and modern, which treat of
Moral, ‘Metaphysical, Theologxcal Histo-
rical - and Phllosopblcal Inquiries after
Truth. Vol. I By Josephus Tela. 8vo.
158 6d. '

- Don’t Despaxr. aTale By Wm. ‘Beck.
Dedicated to the Brmsh and Forel gn Schoal.

Society.” 1s.6d.

CORRESPONDENCE

el

Communications have been received from Mr. llerbert
W.P.; A Constant Reader;

T.; E.; Mr. Yeates;

W.H. ; FK s P. G—e;
3. D.B.C.; JTC Free

Thmkmg Christian; M. H.; Phllalethes and An Unitariau at Heart.
We have also recelved Mn Holden’s Memon' of the late Rev Caleb Flemmg, and the

Letter and Extract from Chester.

" The ‘Commumcatnon from - Edmbnrgb was prmted before the seeond Ietter cnme to

hand
- Kis

r cannot be. found and we beheve was never dehvered to’ the pubhshers.

.7 The ﬁ)tor hopes to be able henceforward to resume the various preparauons for the
Monthly Repository, which he has been lately eonstramed to negleet





