
Memoir of the L if e  of the Rev. Caleb Flenmw, D. D*
Sir ,

IF you judge the following account
of the life of Dr. Caleb Flemin g

proper for insertion in your valua ble
Work , it is quite at your service;
With some necessary corr ections and
additions it is a copy of what t had
sent me some years since by a nephew
of the Doctors , the late Mr. J. Slip-
per, an amiable and excellent chara c-
ter , who for many years filled a place
of trust in the Bank. About the same
time Mr. Slipper sent me a numbe r of
the Doctor 's MS. Sermons , which,
with man y excellent practical instruc -
tions, conta in the substance of his
theological opinions.

L. HOLDEN.
The Rev. Caleb Flemin g was

born at Nottingham , Noveqiber 4,
1698* His father was a hosier in that
town f his mother an excellent wo-
man of the Buxton famil y, of Chel-
merto n, ' near Buxton Wells, in the
Peak of Derbyshire. Her father was
lord of the manor ; the writings of the
family estate bearing 1 date from Wil -
liam the Conqueror. Whep. about
sixteen years old, he became a fa-
vourite of the Rev. Mr. John Hard y,
who kept an academy at Notting ham :
who tau ght him theology ^ logic,
ethics, natu ral philosophy, ast ronomy,
geometr y and tri gonomet ry. Arith-
metic and algebra he had become ac-
quai nted with by his own attention.
His early education had been upon the
Calvinisti e scheme : but Mr. Hai "dy
opened his mind , pointing put to him
the prop riet y of formi ng a. jud gment
of Christian ity from the Hew-Testa-
ment writin gs, before which his edu-
eatioj i princi ples soon fell to the
grou nd. Havi ng, in the year \1<2J > left
Nottin gham, and fixed bi» residence
in Lond on, he became acqua inted
with me Rev. Jo hn Holt, one of the
pr ofessors of Warrington College, vir tyo
put inn upon reading Terence and
the tt re<& Testafent j afid in Vtsi

he had the assistance of a learned Jew
in acquiring a knowledge of the^ He-
brew .

About this time the benevolent and
worth y Dr. W/ Harris told him, that
lie was auth orized to promise that
he should be provided for, if he would
wri te for the stat e ministe r, ujjp u
some particular subject, and defend
the measu res of administr ation j when
he assured hint that he coilld not, but
would sooner cht off his right hand.
This gave great .offence, and lie waa
left stru ggling with a load of distress*
He had quitted business ; had a wife
and four or five children uiiprovided
for, arid no resources. Uader Ihese
circu mstances he sat down to consider
whether he could subscribe or hot,
in orde r to accept of Lazenb y, a living
in Cumber land, offered him by the
Rev. Dr. Joh n Thomas , late bishop of
Winchester, but could not. Finding
the difficulty of subscribing rise upon
him with greater strength , he w rote
back his resignation , or that he must
decline the offer . AKith thid the bi-
shop was by no means pleased, but
gave him a polite and friendl y letter
upon it. Upon this some of his
nonconforming friends , becoming ac-
qu ainted with the bishop 's kind inten-
tion , urged him to make trial of pulpit
services among them. The Rev. Mp»
Catcot , of Oakingh am, in Berks, iii-
vited him to Kis pul pit for the: first
trial ; he complied, and Was appi ^Y^d
of. Mr. Catcot thanking him for his
services in the midst of thfe !b^Rle*
After this he prea ched seVe^iiui0&
at Guildfo rd , also at Sydenham , Ux-
bridge aiifl Oortiiig, mf t ^^the He^Mr. M<^e,^l^«b^i^he. U^bn the
death of Mr. ^UhjrkleV ^ 

lie^Svas 
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ward s Dr.> Chat >itte? v Mi? . Thomas
Mole, Mr. George (after this Dt.)
Benson, Mr. Josep h Siminon'dfe and
Mr. Sandercoc k* Dr . Hunt pre ached,
Mr. Chand ler gave the charge / He
made ho other confession than ibis*
" That he believed the New-Testament
writings to contain a revelation* werthp
of God to give and of man to receive^and that it should be his endeavour to
recommend them to the p eople in the
sense tn which he should,, f rom time to
time, understand them. He did not
submit to the imposition of hands9 which
he considered as an unwarran table mi-
micry of the apostleSp and liable ta mis-
construction"

He married the daugh ter of Mr.
Joh n Harri s, of Harstal & in Derby-
fijfrire, by whom he had ten childre n,
one only surviving Mm.

The Doctor was,, in the strict sense
of the term, a Unitar ian ; and on ac-
count of the many things in which his
judgment differed from the more cur -
rent interpretation of scripture doc-
triecs * and from the malevolent re-
proaches of bigotry , his appointments
at Bart hole mew Close had been so
nar rowed* as to rende r him not capa-
ble of providing the needful succours
for his family. In this situation , as he
sat o»e Tuesday in Hamlm's Coffee-
house* he was engaged by his friend ,
the late Rev. Mr. W etherf y, to supply
Dr . James Foster 's place at Pinner ^
Hall. This was in the year 1753m
After the ser vice, Timoth y Hollis*Esq. , who knew nothin g at all of him,
went into the vestry and inquire d
who he was. He came after this to
hear him at Barth olomew Close, pro-
posed hist* to the gentlem en of the
vestr y as a prop er person to be assis-
tant pr eacher to Dr . Foster , and was
the pri ncipal instrument in the hand
of Providence , in giving him tile sea-
sonable succour he then stood so much
in need ofi

Some time after this* one LordV
day morning, an old gentleman out
of Suffolk , » . ¦ Reyn olds, EsijF l*ap -
pemng to sleep on the Saturd ay night
in town, at an fill* tn Bishopsgate-
street* he came to Finiier 's Ha lt. Alter
service be desired ttie clerk fo wait
9U Him. *t hja inn next morning. He
accordingly; went Mr: Reynolds in -
quired * ^

heftier ttyie person he had
hea*d succeeded Dr. Foste r, and
whether he always preached with

tha t freedom. ? He told him, yes.
Abou t four or five monrtfr ^ after, this
gentleman dfed, and left his estate to
Dr. Scott, a physicianv and a legacy
of a hundred pound s to him, under
the description of the gentleman who
succeeded Dr . Foster at Pinner 's Hall ,
mid who sp eaks deliberately. This le-
gacy Dr. Scott very generousl y paid
him on the first opport unity. Dr.
Fleming observed to his friends , tha t
he could not but look upon it as a very
remarkable providence ; that he did
not pretend to determine what were
the motives which operated on the
mind of the testator , but could easily
imagine some divine impression every
way consistent with the freedom ot
his own volitions, and analogous to
the plan of one wise and good univer-
sal system. He added, that he would
not an any consideration be denied the
p leasure of so directing the sense he had
of kis own dependence on, and Ki& obli-
gations to, the Supreme Governor.

El is style was remarkable and pointed ,
and his manner of delivery such as to
fix the attention. His sermon s, al-
thoug h genera lly on doctri nal points ,
were also most earn estly practic al* and
his appeals to the minds of his hearers ,
on the profligacy of the times, inva-
riably awakening a nd impressive. The
amia ble Eh*. Jeremiah Hun t took him
under his friendly patronage , and
expressed great readiness to advise
and encoura ge him in the pursuit of
his studies, and this at a time when
numbers of professed patrons bad
cooled in their affection s towards him.
on account of his not preaching at all
by church to/stem. Alter the IXoctor's
removal 4 from these earthl y scenes.
Dr. Nath aniel Lardner , who before
this had not taken any notice of him,
thoug h thev both lived in the same
Square , (Htoxton ,) immediately sent
to him, cultivated his friendship, and
possessed his confidence, till the time
of his death. He observed , that he
had reason to say with the excellent
Jacob Ball, that he had often hem in
sight of real want, but he ihanhfd <*
good God it never quite reach ed kim *

From a child, the Lord'* day v**
preferable to all others in his esteem }
a desire of knowledge had been habi-
tual ; he early made himself maste r of
short hand, in ord er to take obwit
sermon s, and at scvenlefttt sat down at
the Lord 's table .
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fie, never sought lo please men by
j^n accommodation of -his address to
*heir huwioura or prejudic es, nor <?on-
sulied temporal advantage in any of
hits publi c labou rs. TWth was his
-great object  ̂ and the instruction ai*&
edification of his hearers Ins sole end.
He was often heard to say, that one
predominant motive to his taking
upon him the functions of a public
instructo r, and which reconciled him
to the employment was this, that he
ffelt great indignation at the mani-
festly artifici al address of many public
teachers , who were feeding the pre-
judic es of the people, a»d laying hotfd
only of their passions, constantl y fil-
ling their minds with the jar gon of
mystery ; adding, that the labours
of the study and the pulpit were his
highest enjoym ent.

He considered his answer to War -
troiton 's Ailiawce, owe of the best tra cts
he ever wrote. He had also reason to
think that the tracts he wrote in the
controversy with Chi*bfc, had made a
considerable impression on the mind
of that writer , and that his prejudices
gave way . This he grounded on a
letter he receiv ed from the Rev* Mr.
Edwards , of Tisbury , wty> saw the
written recantation , under Chtibb 's
own band, to this ̂ effect : " TkatJieJHid
taken tm great freedom s with the New-
Hhstrnment writings." ffe wrote a letter
in a weekly paper , called ttieOld Whig ,
on Suicide, then unde r the direction
of his friend , Dr. Avery j which was
the happy means of prevent ing a gen-
tleman , a friend of his, from destro ying
himsel f.

He was the Editor of Mace's Ser-
mons ; th  ̂Rev. --—~ Edtntii ids'« Illus-
tration of *he Wisdom and Equity 6f
Providence ; the K ev. Ja cob Ball 's
letters on  ̂Future State ; also of the
first volume of the Life of JWh n Buncle,
E*q.; land Dr , Rtdhie '-s Critici sm upon
Modern Notions of Sacrifices * He had
under his review, 1>r. Prtetftl ey** MS.
on the Doctrine of Atonem ent 3 Car-
flaJ ers Gospel Sanctuary ; ft volume of
the Hev. L. HoWenfs iS<ermons, tif
MnMon, in Essex ; and Carda *e*s «x-
celleiit piece, The true Dcwdr irite o^
the Neitv Teirtatment cbriceii iirig J<wuts
Clirirt ,ccmfetdeied. He w*al l̂E^*or
to *flm Comment he wrote on Chrhst's
ft^yw before liw Suflfermgs, T772;
*m Stt ^m. to Mb Tte*m <**u*
SJ^Sttiete fivfeti ^o 3^f**̂ hr*iL"

He was heard to observe that he
had \<&£ some friends, merely on ao
count ofbis aversi on tx> Paper y ̂ddin ^that perhaps nothwig t>ut the merc iless
grasp of its talon s, wiH convieoe tfiein
and others, who are the advocates of
its free and full toleration : yet, that
he would not exercise any other power
over Papists, than to restrain or hinder
thei r cut ting our throats, and spread -
ing their infectio us and subversive
princi ples amon g the people. Could
the Doctor have had before him the
more full, the repeat ed and able dis-
cussion s, which hav e lately tak en place
on this subject, lie might possibl y Lave
changed his opinion.

Among his papers was found the
following memora ndum : f< By .a letter
I received from my dear Frie nd* "^ie
Rev. Dr ,Wtn. TDalrynml e, of Ayt* mNorth Britain , dated March 2$, 17B^I was sur prised with the accoun t of
the University of St. Andre w, h&ving
conferred on me the academical degree :
of Doctor in Divinity. TThis gave me
great concern , not onl y from a consci-
ousness of my 'defect of merit , but
from having always looked upon such
diplomas with a reaJ dislike. 1 would
have rejected tbe compliment, had not
one of the best friend s I then had in
the work i, (Thomas Holiis, Esq., wi>o
instantl y put it into itie public papers ,)
on whose judgment I could most rely
in matters of decorum and delicacy,
absolutel y insur ed on my acceptanc e
of it."

Upon receiving the diploma, which
bears date 14th of Mar ch, 1769, and
irame to his hands the "Srd of Apri l, he
iwrote as follows :

" Moxta ti Square  ̂Ap ril 6, 1 ?60,
" GKJT TIiEWPfi^

** Though I am ignora nt of the
tmrtive you had to honour me with
thfe unnfrer ited tlegree of I>. in !>.,
^et I 

am able to assure you, that those
abil ities whidi God ha a given me,
hav e been ever devoted toine service
xilf t rut h arid liberty ; neve? dnce re-
signing'tlie right of privat e jud gment
to airy*utrtan author ity, nor coiiserit ing
to sacr ifice conscience upon the altar
t)f iiuTnan emoiumeRt. I tak e thui
oc^aisioil 

^/t^ngtatuiate yoo i^ppn
t*re a^rances liberty \H njakittg in the
kitigflom ttf ficotlafud, ahd on t^e mamr
txmmm̂ ^
trytneiu  ̂ vWh |&*i**fty fe ^tfefe
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Un iversity of St. Andrews , and should
rejoice to render it any servic e.

«<Iatt v with the grea test respect*" Gentlemen ,
**¦ Your most obliged, obedient servant ,

" CALEB FLEM ING.
" To the University of St. Andrew? "

When he preached at Barthol omew
Close, he gave up the doctrine of the
Pre-existence , and took for his text the
fi rst 14 verses of St. John 's Gospel.
He though t some of his hearers would
hav e left him on that account , but
they did hot . In the year 1766, he
publ ished another defence of the
Unity. A wicteW of a friend offered
to make him her executor , and leave
him her fortune ; but knowing that
she had poor relations , he refused her
offer , detesting the thoug ht of de-
vouring widows1 houses. Yet from
legacies, &c, he was very comfortabl y
pr ovided for in his old age.

Upon reading his discourse on De-
monism, Dr. Lardner sent him the
following note :

u February 3, 1758.
€t Rev. and bear Sir ,

4< Your short discourse on Detno-
nistn puts me and my perf ormance
out of countenance. You have said
as much or more in ten pages, than I
have said in ten times ten.

" Your affectionate fr iend and
humble servant ,

"N. LARDNER.'1

Dr. F. preac hed his last sermon at
Pinner 's Hall , the first Lord' s day in
December , 1777, and died July SI ,
1779> in the 81st year of his age. It
was, I conclude , in this last discourse
that he observed , "I close these my
public labours , in the pleasing hope
of receivin g fro m Christ 's minist ra-
tion s divine advanta ge when flesh and
heart shall fail me, and that he will
approv e my labours as having been
faithful in a few things. I would
ascribe to him all the honour due to
an exalted Prince , the Christi an's one
Lord and Saviour of the world —su-
preme worshi p alone being paid to
the one God.

*£he Rev. Joh n Palmer preac hed
hfc fiiper^l sermon, August 1, 1779,
at his meeting , in New Broad-str eet,
from # Cot • i. 1 % It was pub lished by
M*. Johnson, St. Paul fc Chur ch-yard ,and $r.pmh & <&e Poultry, with

the Oration delivered at the interment '
by the Rev. Dr. Jos. Tower s.

He pu blished more than fifty-ei ght
pieces. Several of these were upon
infant bapt ism, of which he was a
most strenuous defender . The whole
of his works are in the library in Red-
Cross-stree t, bound up in ten or twelve
volumes, with the Fune ral Sermon
and Oration.

The following epitaph was found
among his papers :

An Epitaph for the Gravestone  ̂ ifone is p ut over my  dead Corpse.
u Here lies the natural body of Caleb

Fleming, Dissenting teacher:
" That dust which has return ed to the

earth as it was, but whose spirit is gone
to God who gave it j not nake d or un-
clothed , but clothed upon with a spiritual
bod y ; an house from heaven , i. e. if moiv
tality is with him swallowed up of life.'*

Dr. Towers , however , wrote ano-
ther , as follows, which is on the grav e
stone in Bunhill-fie lds.

" Unde r this stone are interre d
the re mains of

The Rev. Caleb Fleming -, D. D.
many years pastor of a congregati on of
Protestant Dissenters in this metrop olis.

" He was distin guished for his piety and
integrity , anH his indefati gable attention ,
to the stud y of the sacre d writin g's . He
was a steadf ast asserto r of the ri ght of
pr ivate judgment , and considered the in-
ter position of hum an power and authori ty
in matters of rel igion, as the great source
of the corru pt ions of Christianity. Always
animated by a warm zeal for the interests
of rel igious libert y, he was equall y infl u-
enced by a firm .attachme nt to the rights
of his country and $f human nature .**

The following character of the Doc-
tor was put into two of the M orning
papers, by Dr. Tower **, Jul y 21, 1779-

** On Wednesday last died, in the
81st year of his age, the Rev. Dr.
Caleb Fleming, of Hoxton-square , an
eminent and learn ed Dissenting mi-
nister. He was a gentleman of incor-
rup ti ble integrit y, laboriously studious ,
a zealous defender of Christianity on
the most ratio nal pri nciples, and a.
warm friend to civil and reli gious
libert y. His abilities as a prea cher
were well know n to many in this
metro polis, and his numerous publ i-
cations are a sufficien t evidence of his
skill in theology. The upri ghtn ess of
his conduct , and the many excellences
of his head and heart , rendered bjm
generally esteemed, [ and will make
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him long rem embered by those who
had the pleasure of being acquain ted
with him/ 1

Aboqt that time, part of the second
impre ssion of his Twelve Arguments?
the Confession of Faith , Testimonies,
&c, which , as I have told you, were
published in octav o, laying dead on
his, or the bookseller 's hands , there
was this titl e put to them , " The Apos-
tolica l and true Opinion concerning
the Hol y Trinity, revived and asserted ,
&c." London , October , l6£S» 8vo. } but
no alterat ions or augmentation made in
them, as it is expressed in the said
title set before them , which were put
and sold togethe r in one volume, the
Long Parliamen t ' being then dis-
solved.

Afterward s was writ ten and pub -
lished by the said Biddle, A Twofold
Catechism ; the one simply called , A
Scripture Catechism ; the other , A
brief Scripture Catechism for Children,
London , 1654.* The last of which

" XXXV. That the Christian rel igion,
conta ined in the Scri ptures , be held forth
and recommended as the publ ic profess ion
of th ese nati ons.

" XXXVI . That to the public professi on
held forth , none shal l be compelled by pe-
nalties, or otherwis e, but that endeavours
be used to win them by soun d doctr ine,
and the example of a good conversation .

" XXXVII . That such as pro fess faith in
God by Jesus Christ , (thou gh differin g- in
jud gment fro m the doctri ne, worsh ip, or
disci pline publicl y held forth ,) shal l not be
restr ained from , but shal l be protec ted in
the pro fession of the faith , and exercise of
their reli gion ; so as they abuse not thi s
liberty to the civil injury of others , an d to
the actual disturbance of the public peace
on their parts ; provided this liber ty be not
extended to popery or prelacy , nor to such
as, under the profession of Chris t, hold
forth and practise licentiousness. " The
Governmen t of the Common wealth, as it
was publicl y  declare d at Westminster, the
I Qt h of December, 1653.—Published by
his Highness the Lord Protector s special
commandment * 1653.

*¦ " The title of the first is, ' A Scri p-
ture Catech ism ; wherei n the chiefest Point s
of the Christian Religion being question-
wise pr oposed, resolve themselves by per -
tinent Answers , ta k en, Word for Word , out
of the Scri pture , without eitber Conse-
quences or Comments . Composed for their
safes that ,would fain be mere Chris tians ,
and not of this or that Scat, inasmuch as
all Sects of Christ ians , by what Name soever
distinguished , have either more or less de-
par ted from the Simplicity and Truth of
the Scriptu re,* Th« title of the other is,4 A brief Script ure Cateohism for CbiU

Life of John Biddle, by  Anthonp Wood* 41f 3

I have here an apology to make to
the publ ic for having so long delayed
to send to your val tiable work this
brief memoir of a most eventfu l life,
and of one whom I t both revered and
loved - This apology must consist in
a full expectatio n, from year to year ,
that it would be undert aken by Dr.
Towers 's son, who, I understand , pos-
sesses Dr. Fleming 's memoirs of his
own life. Mr. Tower s must , of con-
sequence , have been better qualified
and furni shed for this undertakin g.

I had the pleasure and the benefi t
of the Doctor 's acquaintance ari d pa-
tronage during the six years I spent
at the New College, Hoxton , and on
my removal into the country, had the
honour of a regular correspondence
to the time of his death. A recollec-
tion of him is embalmed in my me-
mory, and will never be effaced while
memory lasts. L. HOL0EN.

Tenterden, J une 89 1&18.

Life of John Biddle, by  Anthony Wood,
in Athena Oxonienues, 1692.

[Conclude d from p. 394.]
IN February , 1651, was publ ished

by the Parliamen t, a general Act
of Oblivion ,* tha t restored , among
others , our auth or Biddle to his full
liberty , which he improved among
those friends he had gained in Lon-
don, f *n meeting together every
Sunday for the expounding , of the
Scripture , and discoursing thereu pon ,
for the clearing of matter s therein
contained ;- by which means the doc-
trine of one God, and Christ bis only
Son, and his H oly Spirit , was so pro-
pagated, that the Presb yter ian mi-
nisters in London were exceedingly
offended at it, but could not hinder it
by secular power, which then favoured
liber ty of religion and conscience .^

* This Act of Oblivion , if it ever passed,
appears not to have been general , thoug h
it prob abl y secur ed all Who were not re*
gard ed as state criminals . See ParL
H ist . XX. 84; and Macaiil ay's Eist . 8vo.
V. 41*

t" Among these was Mr , Thomas Fit-min,
then at the age of 19. Sec his Life, 1608,
P- 10. i

X Ihf following articl es are in Crom-
well's First Act of Govern ment ;



t«ro was printed again by itself in
three sheets ; in a little octavo, the
same year. Soon after , the Twofold
Oattchism coming into the han ds of
cert ain persons elected to sit in the
Little Parliament , fcalted by Oliver,)
which began at Westminster , Sep-
tember S f 1654, was a public com-
plaint by" some made of it in the
hou se, feeing instigated thereun to by
freque nt and open preach ments agains t
it. Whereup on Biddle being sent for,
he gave answer to thei r interro gato-
ries, and did not den y before them,
bat lhat he was the author ; so that
the matter being referr ed to a com-
mittee, he was exami ned by them ,
and in conclusion adhere d to the
answer that he had before given to
the house. Report s, therefore , being
made by the said Committ ee, of such
things that had passed , the House
voted on the 12th of Decembe r, 1654,
tha t ** the whole dri ft and scope of
the said Twof old Catechism* is to teach

dren ; wherein , notwithstanding " the brevity
thereof , all thin gs necessary unto Life and
Godliness are containe d . By John Biddle ,
Mast er of Arts , of the Universi ty of Ox-
ford. ' " Brit . Biog. VI. 86.

" "In the same year , (1654,) Dr. Gunning -,
(whom I named before ,) afte rward Regius
Professor of Divinity at Cambri dge, and no
less famous for sub tilty of disputi ng* than
learning* , thinking -, it seems, he should do
great service to the common doct rine , if he
put a baffle upon the great oppug-ner of it ,
before even those who began to hearken to
him ; he came one LortT s day to Mr. Biddle 's
meeting 1, 'well Accompanied with learne d
witnesses , and commences a fai r scholastic
dispute , asserting* the Deity of the Holy
Ghost 5 and the next Lord 's day , in the same
auditory , concerning the supreme Deity of
Chris t, the Son of the Most Hi gh. Thfcy
disputed syllogfistically , and took their turns
of respondin g and of>posing'? wherei n John
Biddl e acqu itted himself with so na ucfi
learning ', jud gment and knowl edge in the
sense of holy Scriptures , th at instead of
losing', he gained much credit both to
himself and his cause , as even the gen-
tleme n of Dr. Gun ni nths party , soun e of
them had the ingenuity lo acknowled ge.
After this , Dr. Gunning cornea agahn at
unawares , <and hears J. Biddle arguin g"
aguin&t the satisfaction of punitive j ustkye
by thte Death of Christ , which the Doctor
with great vigour defends ; b*ftt found the
apfyommt no i*m skilful end de*1ferott& in
this conflict fom in th^ foHtte r, wh ich thfe
Docioi hJrti »elf had the generosity ttftfe fttttrtfr
to irtKif eSfc." &f att &<&vmt, Vto. *6,7.

and hold forth man y blasphemous and
hereti cal opinions, ami that in the
preface of the said Catechism , the
author thereof doth maintain and assert
many blasphemous and heretical opi-
nions, and doth therei n cast a reproach
upon all the Catechisms now extant/'
They then voted also, that *4 all the
printed books, entitled The Twofold
Cctf echimn , be burnt bv the hand of the
common hangman : that the Sheriffs
of London and Middlesex be autho -
rized and required to see the same
done accordin gly in the New Palace -
Yard , at W estminste r, and «t tbe
OM Exchang e : that the M#ster ,
Wardftrs awl Assistant s of the com-
pany of Statione rs, in London , be
requ ired immediatel y to make search
for all the printed books, as aforesaid ,
and seize all the said books, and de-
liver them to tfoe Sheriffs ." *

The aext day, Biddl e was broug ht
to the bar of the house, and there, after
it was read unto him, what had been
done, he owned his book s, and was
thereupon the same day *?ominitt ed
pr isoner to the Gatehouse, ifi West-
minster , f and his books burn t by
the hangman in the before -mentioned
places, on the 14th of the same month .
But this was not alV fbt the member s
of parliament , perceivin g full weHwfaat
m ischiefth e said Yttmfbf td €!atochi $m did
do, and was likely more to tlo, awd that
many people were more greed y to buy
or obtai n it th an before , the matter
was agitated again in January follow-
ing, by the committee 3 who resolved ,
on the 16th of the same month , that
••the whol e drift and scope,1' &c, and
" th at it be burnt ," &c. The part i-
culars in the said Catechism , which
moved them thereunt o, were partl y
these : "]. Tli te infinite God is con-
fined to a certain pfacie. 3. God hath
a bodily shapfc ,liiath a right und ' -a Mft
hand in a proper sfenfcfc. S. <5twl forth
passions in Mm. 4. <Jod is not omni-
potent and immutable * 5. The tbree
Persons are not to be believed with
our whole heart . 6. Jesus Ch rist
hath not the nature of God dwelling

* PaK. Bist . m % XX.^903 Wfrit e-.
locke Mem . p. 591.

t '*' *t> bb ih *r& kept without t**, ibk,
ot pftper , in v>td ^i to n fwfrth ^r pYtrtrtfc tfta fc
against him." Mog. Bri t. VI. 400.401*
Thk m&rt AtK<j mt%M{f ^

«*
*>t tfife ttt*** o£

^ny visitant/* *.^f.
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in him, am] that he kadi ooly a divine
Lor dship* without a divine nature.
7i There is no Godhead of the Holy
Gho^t 8. Christ was not a priest
whilst he was upon earth , nor did he
reconcile GoA tmto us," &c. * At the
same time were other particulars ga-
thered from his several books* going"
under the general title of " The Apos-
tolical and true Opinion concerning
the Holy Trinity ," &e.* the first of
which runs thus : " Tha t God the
Father only, separate d from the Son
add Holy Ghost , is the first cause of
all thin gs that pertain to salvation ,"
&€. The rest 1 shall omit for brev ity
sake.

These things being reported to tlue
Parliament , they ordered the com-
mittee to bring in a bi ll for punishing
the said Biddle ; which being accor -
dingly done, they ordere d, as before ,
that the Twofold Catechism be burnt ,
and the Maste r, Wardens , &c. to seize
upon all copies, and to deliver them
to the Sheriffs , in order to their burn -
ing, &c. In the mean time, they con-
sulted what to do with Biddte , but
came to no result , thou gh pressed
eagerl y on by the Presb yteria n mi-
nisters to take away bis life. On the
10th of Febru ary following, he, the
printer and bookseller of the said Ca-
techism , with anot her in the custod y
of a messenger, as also Theauraw John
TewfyiX (who burnt the Bible, and

* Having1 nerer seen Bj fddle'g Cate-
dtisma, I know not on what pretences such
very exceptionable opinions as souse of the
above, were ascribed to bim. Dr. Toulmin
aftly say*, u Considering* the very limited
state of free-inquiry at that time, it is
rather su rprising that » ninth proposition,
or grouad of charge* against Mr . Biddle
had not been added y viz. the future anni-
hilation of the wicked ; for he produced
many texts to exhibit this view of futu re
punishment." Review > p. 83. It appears,
however, that the Parliament did advert
to that opinion. See Part. Hist. XX,
401,40*.
t " Thomas Tattyy Goldsmith, who, by

the LordtV roice that lie beard^ ehang-ed
hig name fro m Thomas  ̂ to Theauraw John
Tant/ r on the 23rd of November, 1649,
living then at the Three Golden Keys,
without Temple-Bar, Landem He was
then, and before  ̂a hlmff oemounJa wSY^ 'J

According to Wliitfekwjke, thwviamwxry
was not a Jew, tout a reputed Quaker.

" 1664 Dec. 30tH. A matter came to
ffc« door of the Parliament, aud draw nig His

struck at several persons with his
naked sword , at the Parl iament door*
while the members were sitting s)
were, upon thei r petiti ons to the
Upper Bench, all permitted to have
liberty , upon sufficient bail (which
they then put in) to appear in that
court on the fi rst day of the next term
following^ where then th ey were to
be tried. On the 2nd of May * \Q5br
they according ly appea red , but were
put off till the next term, 28th of May
followingj which day appearing, he
and they were , with much ajlo, set at
liberty **

Afterwards Biddle falling into the
company of one John Grimn , said to
be an Anaba ptist teach er, discour ses
pro and con weie so high between
them , that there was a public dispute
appointed to be held to decide the
matter. The place wher ein they were
to dispute , was the Stone Chapel  ̂ in
sword, fell to slashing those near him, and;
knocked at the door aloud. He was laid
bold on, and committed to prison.

" 1664, S. Jan. 2. The Quaker being*
examined by a committee way he drew bis
sward, and hurt di vers/ at  the Parliament
door, answered, that he was inspired by
the Holy Spirit to kill every man that sat
in the house." Mem. 1682, p. 592.

The compilers of the Parliamentary His-
tory remark, that " according1 to the ac-
count given of this man, his principles
seem not to quadrate altogether with those
of the present Quakers." They add from
the Journals, the following particulars :
" Being* asked by the Speaker, why he

came to the Parliament door, he said, he
had fired Bis tent ; and the people were
ready to stone him, because he burnt th*>
Bible \ which he acknowledged he did ,
say ing, c It is letters  ̂ not li f e? And he
drew his sword, because a man jostled him
at the door ; and burnt the Bible, because
the people say it is the word of God • and
it is not : it deceived him. And farther,
that he burnt the sword and pistols and
Bible, because they are the gods of Eng-
land ; and that he did it not of himself,
but God bid him do h." Part. Hist*
XX. 402.

* " Neither was he any whit discouraged
by these dangers and sufferings, bat betook
himself to his former exercises for propa-
gating truth, and the honour of Almighty
God concerned thereinv" Short Accoutit,

t u Pkrt of the dhoir, wtefci th« rest of
the building - eaatwrnrd , wa» i*> W499 by m
partition ^wull, converted into a c0xmnr*
tide .̂  Grow th Mfi of W*is*y % HI. *te9N "ot$. Ttitomm pr *^ably Or r^t  ̂ehapcL

life of J ohn Bidttte, by  Antimig WmJL 4lSr



St. Paul 's Cathed ral , and the question ,
Whether Jesus ^ Christ be the Most High
or Almighty God. The time being
come, they appeared , but Griffin being
put to it for want of the true way of
arg umentizing , the dispu tation was
deferred to another day . Where upon
Griffi n, being conscious to himsel f that
he was not abl e to grapp le with Btddle ,
he and his party * broug ht it so to
pass, th at upon rep ort of mote blas -
phemies uttered by Biddle , he vras, by
command from Oliver the Protec tor,
seized, on the 3rd of Jul y, (being the
day ,before they were to make an end
of the disputation ,) l65$> and forth -
with committed prisoner to the Poultry
Compter.

Soon afte r, being transl ated to New-
gate prison , he suffered more misery,
was broug ht to a public tria l for his
life* at the Sessions-house , in the Old
Bailey, upon the obsolete and abro -
gated ordi nance, called the Draco nic
Ordinance , against blasphemy and he-
resy, of May the 2nd , l648.f To the
indictment here u pon , he pr ays counsel
might be allowed to him, to plead the
illegal ity of it ; which being denied
him by the jud ges, and the sentence
of a mute threatened , he at length
gave into court his exceptions , en-
grossed in parchment , and with much
strugg ling, had counsel allowed him.
But Oliver the Protector , well knowing
it was not for the interes t of his go-
vernment either to have him con-
demned or absolved , took him out of
the hands of the law, caused him to
be detained in prison , with intentions
to bestow him elsewhere.

At lengt h, several pr ime persons of
the Anabaptistical pa rty remaining in
London, (some of whom , as it is said ,
had entertained his opinions ,) dra wing
up a petit ion in his beh alf, in the
month of Septemb er , 1655, presented
it to Oliver , to obta in his merc y to-
wards him under pretence of libert y
of conscience , t On the 28th of the

* Among* U J. Btddle's invetera te and
fiery adversaries," there were . " especially
toune booksellers." Short Account} p. 7.

f See p. 348, and Note f ;
t "On the one hand, the Presbyterians,

AUd all enemies to liberty of relig ion , (of
which there appeared a .gr^at number at
his, tr ial,) would be offended at his release ;
and all that were, for liberty, (among- whom
many congregations of Anatoaptists espe-

same month , they were , to receive an
answer to it; but befor e the said Oliver
gave one, the petition was read in the
hearing of divers of them , under whose
hands it had been presen ted ; which
being done, many of them did disown
it, as being altered both in the matter
and ti tle of, since they signed it, and
so looked upon it as 3 forged thing.
They then desired that the original ,
which they had signed, might be pro-
duced , but Jeremiah Ives and some
other of the contrivers and presen ters
of it , were not able to do, nor had any
thing to say in excuse of so foul a
miscarriag e. However , his Hi ghness,
Oliver , did then open before them
" the great evil of such a pr actice,"
and also, ** how inconsistent it was for
them , who professed td be members
of the church of Christ , and to worsh ip
him with the worshi p due to God , to
give any countenance to one who
reproached them selves, and all the
Christian churches in the world, as
being guilty of idolatry ;" shewing
also, 4C that if it be true which Biddle
holds, viz. th at Jes us Chri st is but a
creature , then all those that worshi p
him, with the worsh ip due to God , are
idolaters , and that the maintainers of
that opinion of BiddJe , are guilty of
great blasp hemy against Christ , who
is God equal with the Father ," &c.

Afterwards the petiti oners being dis-1
missed, and Biddle understanding his
doom, he wrote a letter to Oliver , that
he would be pleased to admit him into
his presence, for the hea ring of his
case. But being denied , and Oliver
continuall y baited bv Pres byterian and
Inde pendent ministers , to have him
banished , he, the said Biddl e, as b
reviver of the blasphemous opinion
owned by Arius , was rem oved from
Newgate to Plymouth , Octob er - the
10th , 1655, in orde r to his tra nspor-
tation to the isle of Scilly, beyond the
Lan d's End in Cornwal l, there to re?
main in St. Mary *s Castle,, in close cus-
tod y during life ; where for the presen t
we wil l leave him, and , in the mean
time, tel l you, that his Twofold Ca-

ci^lly,) had petitioned the Protector for his
discharge, from prosecution upon th at or-
dinance, by which all their liberties yvere
threatened and condemned, and the capital
article of the Protector's government in-
fringed." Short Accountfp.& See p. 413,
Note (t). .
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teckum was answered by Dr . John
Owen , then Dean of Chr ist Church ,
and animadv erted upon by Maresiu $f
before-mentioned , (p. 349,) in his pre-
face to the reader , before his second
tome of Hydra Socinianismi ,* and by
Nich. Arnold us, f Pr qfessor of Divi-
nity in Franeker , in West-Fri sen, in
the latter end of his preface to the
reade r, before his book , entituled , Re-
ligio Sociniana, sen Catechesis Racoviana
major, &c. % As for Maresius, he is
very large again st him , and deplores
the sad condition of Englan d, that after
all the contests th at it hath had again st
the hierarc hy, Arminianism , Pope ry,
and I know not what , should at length
be overwhelmed with Socinianism , all
sort tof sectaries , Atheism, &c« ; which
charact er, as falling from the pen of
a person well known to be no friend
to episcopacy, seems to be a consi-
derabl e argument to prove, (even in
his persuasi on,) that the pretended
strictness and severity of the then esta-
blished church government , was not
so an effectual remed y against all
litwertism in opinions and prac tice, as
was the episcoparian government then
lately thr own out of doors.

Afte r Biddle had cotitinned prisoner ,
not without improvement as to, and
in, his opinion , to the beginning of the
year 1658, he, by the intercession of
many friends , was conveyed from
St. Mary 's Castle , by habeas corpus ,
to the Upper Bench, at Westminster ,
where appearing without any thing
laid to Ins charge , was set at libert y
by the Lord Chief Justice Jo. Glynn.S

? Edit. Groniog-. 1664, 4to. (WJ
\ A native of Lesna, who died in 16S0,

aged 0$,
J Edit. Amstel. 1654, 4to. (WJ See

The Racovian Catechism  ̂ by Dr. Thomas
Hees, Hist. Introd . lxxxv.

§ " In this exile he continued about tbree
years, notwithstanding all endeavours of
his friends tor his liberty, and his own
letters, both to the Protector and to Mr,
Calamy (an eminent Presbyterian minister),
to reason them into compassion. At length,
tlirough the importunity of friends, and
other occurrences, the Protector suffered
a. writ of habeas corpus to be granted out
of the Upper Benoh Court, (as it was then
sailed,) and to be obeyed by the Governor
oFSciily, whereby the prisoner w*sbrought
tlience, and by that court set at liberty* as
find ing no legal cause of detaining him/*
Shori Account* p .  B.

While be was in prison , (wher e the
Protector allowed him a hundre d
crowns I per annum for his subsist-
ence,) he solely gave himself tfp to the
studyi ng of several intri cate matter s,
and of the variou s opinions concerning
the beast in the Apocalypse , Anti -
christ , and the per sonal reign of Christ
on earth \ * which being digested ac-
cordin g to his mind , he explained them
after his retur n, in con venticl es, held
every Sunda y in the afte rnoon, befo re
his disciples. Which being done, he
published them with this, or the like
title, " Learned Notes on some of the
Chapters of the Apocal ypse ;'* or thus :
"An Ess^y to the explainin g of the
Rev elation." When , or where pri nted ,
or in what volume, I Know not, for I
hav e not yet seen them or it.

After Oliver s death , and Richard
set in the th rone , a Parl iament was
called, mostly consisting of Presby*terians , whom, of all men, he. most
dread ed. Whereupo n, by the advice
of a noble friend then in auth ority, he
cau sed Biddle (fop whom he had it
respect) to be conveyed away pri -
vatel y into the country ; . where r&
maining till that Par liament was dis*

*a Now although this banishment drew
with it many inconveniences, yet, through
the g-qodaess of God, it was tempered n^itli
mercies. Here the prisoner enjoyed much
divine comfort, from the heavenly concern?
plations which his retirement^ gave _hio|
opportuni ty for : here lie had sweet ^m9
mu nion with tne Father, and hj s Son JTesi|$
Christ, ̂ ittd attained a clearer understanding*
of the Divine oracles in many par^cul^rt;
Her$9 'wh ilst he was more abundantly con*
firmed in the doctrines of his confession of
faith, Sec*, yet lie seems, notwithstanding*,
to Bare become more doubtful about some
other points, w^ich ^ li^ rjad formerly held,
as a^peW^owa Hj a V,E?aaj to the expj aiu*
ing of the Revelation,9 which he wrote after
his return thence ; which shews that he
still mai ntained a free and unprejudiced
mind. And here we must not forget to do
the Protector th is right, as to tell the world,
that afte r some time he was pleased to allow
bis prisoner a hundred crowns per annum
for his subsistence, to wit, lest being re-
moved far from his friends and employ-
ments, . he should want necessaries. This
banishment seems also to haye been bene*
ficial to him on this account, that it was a
means to prevent another of tlie Protector's
Parliaments from decreeing any thing mor«
rigid against hini, being now absent and
out of their way/* Short Account, », 8.
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 ̂wived , (which was soon aftef ,) he
-^returned to the city, and carried on
Ji ts convent icles and disputes for some
time without contradic tiou . At length ,
his Majesty Charles J L being restored
to his dominions , and wit h him the
Church of Eng land , he took othtfr
measures / held his meetings more pri-
vate, and but seldom.* However , his
waters being narrowl y watche d, he
Was taken in the house of a certain
citizen , while he was convent!cl ing,
in the beginning of Jul y, [June ,3 1662;
whereupon being carried before Sir
Richard Brown, then latel y Lord
May or, was by him impris oned , and
used, as his party saitli, with great
cruelty, especiall y in this respect , that
lie hindere d all sureties or bai l to be
given for him.t So that by the filth
of a prison in hot weather , contrac ting
a disease , he died thereof in the month
of September , (one tells me the 2nd ,
and anothe r the 22nd day, ) abou t five
of the clock in the morning , J to the

* Short Account , ~p. 8.
- ' + " On the first of June , 1662, he was
haled out of his lodgings, where he was
convened with some few of his friends , for
divine worshi p, and carried before Sir
Richard Brown , who forthwi th committed
them all to the public prison ; J. Biddl e to
the dun geon, where he lay for fire hours ,
and was denied the benefit of the law,
which admits offenders of th at sort to bai l
for thei r appearance . The re they lay till
the Record er, moved with more reverence
of the laws, took security for th eir answe r-
ing1 to their char ge next sessions -> which
they per formed accordin gly. But when
the court could not find any stat ute whereon
to form any criminal indictme nt against
them, they wer e referred to the sessions fol -
lowing ; and then were proce eded against,
by pretext of an offence against common
law, (the rules of which lie mostl y in the
jud ges* breasts ,) and thereu pon fined , every
one of the hearers in the penal ty of twent y
pounds , and /. Biddle in one hundre d ; to
lie in pr ison til l paid. Now, thoug h the
Slieriff would generousl y have been satisfied
-with ten pounds "for him , and he would
hav« paid it* yet the enmity of Sir Richard
Brown was such , as he could not he induced
to consent thereto upon ' any ter ms ; but
threatened him with a seven years * impri -
sonment , thou gh he should pay the whole
4tundr« d pounds . This was the cause of
4ii« continuin g in prfeon. " Ibid, p; 0.

£ "He had not been ther efull five weeks,tillvby reason of the noisomeness of the
.place find pent air , to him, whose only
jrecrcjatiim mud exetcise had ^been,, for many

great grie f of his disciples, in 1669 :
whereupon his bod y being con veyed
to the buri a l place, joining to Old
Bethlehem, in Moorf ields , near Xoii-
don , * was there deposited by the
brethren , who soon after took care
that an altar monument of stone should
be erected over his grave , with an in-
scri ption thereon , shewing that he
was Master of A rt s of the Univer sity

years , to wal k dai ly into the free air , he
contracted a disease , which in a few day s,
alas, put a period to liis life. In th is ex-
tremity, Sir It , Brown could not be moved
to grant the sick prisoner the present com-
fort of a removal , in order to a reco very ; but
Sheriff Meyn e l , to the praise of his grea t
huma nity , did gran t it; but , alas , the second
day afte r his removal , between five and six
o'clock in the mornin g, the 2*2nd of Sep-
temb er , 1662, he quietl y gave up his sp irit
to God , He was then in the strength cf
his ag-e, the 47tb year of his Jife . No vr it
did appear , (as he had said form erly,) that
by frequent meditations of the resurrection
and future happ iness, he had made death
contem pti ble to himself. For as soon, as
by the disease more strong ly annoy ing -hi*
brain , he perceived a great alteration , he
signified it to his friends , and would not be*
induced to any d iscourse , but com posed
himself as it were to sleep, during that
eight hours' tisn e, wh ich after that he lived ,
being very spa rin g of words , or indeed of
groan s, that might argue any impatience ;
notw ithstanding , when a certain pious ma-
tro n, who ministered to him , broke forth
into this (as it were ) farewel -saying, * i God
grant we nray see one anot her in the king-
dom of heaven : r he, now his speech
failing , lifted up his qu iverin g hand ,
shewin g thereh y (it seems) how pleasing
that wish was to him. And that he was
not sur pris ed with dying at this time , may
be collected from his often say ing before ,
that if he should be once more cast int o
prison , he should never he restore d to
liberty 3 and moreover , that the work was
done , meanin g, that that truth wh ich God
had raised him up to profess, was suffici-
entl y brou gh t to light ; th ere wanted only
ingenu ity in men , for the embracing 1 and
acknowled ging* it. " Short Account, p .  9-
Saudi us thus inaccuratel y char ges on Cro m-
well the death of Biddfe : " Obiit in carc ere
m quern Cro m well 10 rerum potiente ofc reu-
gionem conjectus fuit ." JBib. Ant. p. 169.

* u The new chu rch-yard in Pct tit
France 9 which was given by tfee eity, [for
the bu rial of stran gers,] and consecra ted
June 4, . 1617." New Vieiv of London,
1*708, I. 169. Pet ty France , inhabi ted
chiefly by the Fr ench, was oil the site of
New Broa d Stieet.
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of Oxon, and th?it he had given to the
world great specimens of his learning
and piety, &c.

He fcad in . him a shar p and quick
judgment , and a pr odigious memory ;
and being very indust rious withal , was
iii a capacity of devouri ng all he read .
He, was wonderful ly well versed in the
Scri ptures , and could not only repeat
all St. Paul' s Epist les in En glish , but
also in the G reek tongue , which made
him a read y disputant .* H e was ac-
counted by those of his persuasion , a
sober man in his discourse , and to
hav e nothing of impiety, folly, or
scurrility to pr oceed from him ;t also,
60 devout , that he seldom or never
prayed , without being prostr ate or flat
on the ground , as his Life,$ which I
h aye, attests.

Soon after his death , his Twofold
Catechism was turned into Latin , and

.* u His learning* in matters of religion
was gained by a diligent study of the holy
Scripturesv especial ly of the New Testa-
ment, wherein he was so conversant, that
he retained it all in his memory, verbatim,
hot only in English, hut in Greek, as far
as the fourth chapter of the Revelation of
St.' John.9-9 Short Account* p. 10.
\ a That which in my judgment does

more commend our John Bidd le, than all
his labours and sufferi n gs for the propa-
gation of great and important truths, is his
great zeal for promoting holiness of life
and manners, for th is was always his end
and design in what he taught. He valued
rsot his doctrines for speculation but prac-
tice y insomuch that he would not discourse
of those points wherein he differed from
others, with those that appeal ed' not reli-
gious accordin g to their knowledge; Nei-
ther could he bear those that dissembled, in
profession for worldly interests. He was a
st rict observer himself, and a severe exacter
in others, of reverence in speaking..of God,
and Christ, and holy things ; so that he
would by no means hear their names, or
any sentence of holy Scripture used vainly
or lightly, much lees any foolish talking",
or scurrility.'* Ibid.

% Joannis Biddelli (AngliJ Acad. Oxh
oniensis quondam Art ium Mag istri cele-
berrimi Vita. London, 1682 } in three sheets
and a half, 870. The author of which was,
as. I have been informed, (for there is no
name set to it.) one John Farrington, .J.C/T.
6f,the Inner Temple, f W-J , €C *** h»s closel-
AeYOtions, he was wont often to prostrate
himself upon the ground, after the manner
of oar Saviour in his agony, and would
commend that posture of worship also to
bis moift intimate frifttyto*" Ibid. p. 11.

printed in 8 vo. .1665. The first , called
A Scrip tur e Catechism, was done by
Anon. The other , called, A brief
Scripture Catechism f or Children , was
done by a youth called Nathaii iel
Stuck ey, and at the end of it was
printed , 1. Oratiuncu la de passione et
morte Ckrzsti+meL&e by the said Stucke ^
2, Exemp lum literarum Je remite Fel-
bingeri* ad Joh . Biddellum, dated at
Dantz ick, Ausfast 24, StyL vet. \<>54.
This NathamelStucke y, who had been
partl y bred up in grammar and logic.
by Biddle, or at least by his care,
died the 27tft of September , 1665,
aged 16 years , and was buried close
to the grave of Biddle, as it appear s
by an inscri ption engraveh for him on
one side (at the bottom ) of Biddle's
monum ent.

A certai n + author tells us, that the
said Biddle t ranslated into English the
Alcoran, and the book called The
Three Gran d Impost ors, damned for
shame. But upon what ground he
report s these things , he tel ls us not*
Sure 1 am, that there is no such thin g
mentioned in his Life ; and wheth er
there be such a boob, in rerum natura%
as, The Three Grand Impostor s, mean-
ing, Moses, Mahomet and Christ , is
by many knowing men doubted *

After the coming to the crown of
Engla nd of William, Prince of Orange ,
when then more liberty was allowed
to the press than before, were several
of John Biddle 's things , before-men -
tion ed, reprinted in the beginnin g of
the year I691, viz. 1. his " Twelve
Questions , with an Exposition of Five
principal Passa ges,** &c. 2. " A Con-
fession of Faith ," &c. 3- " The Tes-
timonies of Irenae us," &c. % And
before them was set a short account of
his life, taken from that writte n io
JLatir ^ by J. F., as I have here in the
marg in told you.

* Felbing-erus was a native of Silesia,
born in 1616. I apprehend, he opposed
Biddle's notion res pee ting- the Holy Spirit ;
as the third of his JDemousiratzones Chnis-
tiancBy 1653, is enti tled, '< -Quod spuutus
Dei sit virt tis DeitaJtis.V He also, in his
" Bpistola ad Chxittianos,'" 1672, appears
to differ with Socinus and his discip les, to
whom he imputes ' " ei-roies graviodres,"
&ee.S&ndiuSj nn . 1̂ 7, 159.

" -̂  James Heath, in his *< Brief Chronicle
of the lat« 3nte»tine War/'&C in tfcc latter
end of the y*ar 16541 (WJ »
- t s*o Unitarian Trvct«, 1̂ 91̂  VoJ , I*
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Fro m Rep. Theop hilus Lindsey to Mr.
(afterwards Dr.)  W. Harris.

[See Three Letters from the Same to the
Same, pp . 157--159.]

Catterick, near Bedal ,
Dear Sir , March b, 1 765.

I 
HOPE my last was received in its
due time from its date , thoug h far

from being so from the date of yours ,
which it c^me to acknow ledge. Since
the writi pg of th at, many things , well
noticed/ by you and by every friend
to liberty * have happened. Mr.
Ch urchill 's deat h, which was a public
jjpss $ the Letter oj"In quiry into IAbe]Ls>t
&c, and the attempt upon the print er 5
Mrs. Maca ulay 's noble and valuable
history, and part icularl y her finished
history-p iece of the ty rant tri umvirate
Charles and his pr iest or Muf ti or
Pope and his prime-m iniste r. Mr.
Blackburn e, by the bye, in reading this
last book, desi red I would bid you
observe the high character of Arcl ^
bishop A bbot 5 and , indeed , thoug h
he might be over peevish against
Grotius , and in some other cases
where Arminianism was concerned .
ypt he wil l fye (cleared miicti of biame,
if it be considered , jhpw ¦'. cprjnected
popery and Armiuian ^ip t and civil
tyranny v^ere, iu pur own country,
at that time ; and par ticularl y, J iow
Groti us himself, with his reconciling
tygh-church pri nciples, did after wards
more than meet the Pap ists half way.

But there is a loss, which I decla re
myself to have felt for, and so I am
Qure did you , more than any other
lately, ancj that was, of your valua bly
friend* and t^at t l̂y honest . and able
Englishman , au$ most edifying and
entertaining friend and companion ,
Mr. Munckley. You will miss him
sorely in his apnual visits* at hi& return
from and to London ; and ill, likewise,
qould the public spa re &uch a man in
these days. Our common great friend
ill Pall-Mall will regret him, for I hav e
heard hinv*n£ntion hup i*i terms ,of
very high esteem* 1 capnot mentio n
thfs latter friend , without telliug you
of an instance of his yrontsd gene-
rosity and public spirit, in pres enting
Mr. Archi. B. and your Immbjje ser-
vant lately each of us with copies of
Wailis'a 6ranimar # and the noble Let-

ters on Toleration. I hope he was
well, if you heard from him latel y*

1 do not know whether you ar e
acquainted with the learned and valw*
able Mr. Brekell , a Dissenting cler-
gyman at Liverpool. I had a letter
from him lately, requesting a sub-
scri ption to a volume of sermon s he
has put to the pres s,—the first time
he ever published that way, but which
he is obliged to, by the losses which
he has sustained by most of his pub -
lication s. The price ,—five or six
shillings : no money to be paid but
on the deliver y of his book. If you
think pro per to testify your regar ds
to such a worth y man, you migh t,
perha ps, procu re some oth$r friends '
concurrence , and signify y our names
to him, which he desires . Excuse a
liberty which, I tru st , yqu would
without scrup le tak e with me - -.

You will have seen advertised , u An
Historical View of the intermediat e
State between ; Death and the Etesujs
rection :"—from the same motives as
the above, I wish you would buy it ;
and I do not doubt but , when you
have read it, you will recommend it
to your friends at Exeter and Monitor },
This breathe s in it a spirit of liberty
and free inquir y, suppor ted by so much
real learnin g and good sense, as cannot
fail of winning the unprej ud iced reader
to the doctrin e represented therein and
supported , and which I believe, from
the word of God , the only source of
satisfaction on the point, to be the tru e
doctrine. It is not to be told, how
frantic and railing our high~churc,h,l
and particula rly the Papists ar e about
it. Indeed , it th rows Dagon down,
and dash es him to pieces without
mercy * I hope you are free from
any severe returns of the gQut, ^nij,
M rs. Harris also, and your niece and
friend s from any great afflictions of
that or any other sort , Mrs . Lindsey
and I have occasion to be thankfu l for
our lot in this respect ; myself in
particular , who have been confined
a little , indeed, by one or two colds,
but never once laid up, or confined to
a bed, as I used to be once or twice
a yean I hope, witfr many oth^r$.
tha t your Biograp hical History W ia
forwardnes s to appear in publio wari ly
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the next scfcsiprts of parliament . I arri
often asked by my ffteiids after it.
My w ife joins with me in all good
ivfehes for M rs. Harris and yoursel f
and niece, and due complimen ts to
them , and to Miss Haw ker , when you
see her.

With all affection and esteem, I
remain , dea r Sir, most sincerel y,

Yours,
THEOPHILU S Ll^DSEY.

I hope your valuable neighbour * at
Syiriondsbti fy is well.

Rev. Dr. Harris.

From the Same to the Sam e.
Catterick ,

Dear Sir , May 27, 1766.
MANY things , joined to q. lazy

disposition in letter- writing,
concur to make me a bad corresp on-
dent; but none can make me forget
or dro p the most affectio nate regards
I have for you, and the hi gh estefem
I must ever bear to the author of
" The Life of Charles II. " for his bold
and honest t estimony to the tru th , in
the most dange rous times. For a pre -
sent of this noble work , I was highly
obliged to you some time ago, and
should have thanke d the donor sooner ,
had not the book been, as it were ,
seized from me by the importunit y of
a friend or two, before I could look
it calml y th rou gh myself. Some of
these think it preferable to any other
of your works : I own, I am partial
to Oliver Cromwell' s History * which
seems to me more finished , and to
have a greater variety in it \ but your
Cromwel l is not so instructive nor so
bold. One wonders how you could
have picked up so much excellent and
noble reasoning and sense from authors
that one has never heard of. I hope
Bishop Burn etts History will now have
more credit with many, for the good
support you have lent it. One pu blic
attesta tion of the value and truth of
your History, has appe are d in the
bar king against it of those great scoun-
drel s, the Critical Reviewers: a good
word from them would have made
one look at it again, to see if the re
was not something very inauspic ious
to freed om in it. Give me leave mow
to express my hope that yoi^Jhealth is
bettejr estab lished. X wijl hppe »9»,
because a co*nmou friend , y rho WK9%

* J>r. Syndetcombe, a clergyman .

lamented your want of health, has, in
a letter lately received , said nothin g
to the contrary. What a man is he\
and what might not ten such men in
this nation effect ! But no more : he
loves not to be talked of: he loves and
endea vours to hel p each man to act
his part , as he does his own.

I congratulate you, and us all, on
the repeal of the Stamp and Cyder
Act, and condemnation of general war *
rants. May I congrat ulate you tenor
years hence on a continuation of l*uch
public -spirited usefu l measures ! But
that is said not to be likely to come to
pass ; for, that the man behind the
curt ain still continues his • sway, af i d
may, probabl y, dismiss the present
M—st—y, if they do not answer his
beck and dire ction . It is said, that a
great inmate of his, the Lord C h r,
has , by his rou ghness and blunt free-
doms in speaking, won much upon the
K —g, so as to have become a great
favourite ; otherwise he must have gone
out , and Ch—s Y—k e have come in
in his place, who is all in all with the
D. of Newcastle , and is said never to
have offended the Court in any of the
late strugg les of his party for freedom
agai nst the last Minist ry , Soine men
will always , in all change s, light on
their feet ; but the dirt sticks to them
the more for it, and will ever stick .

The Archdeacon , our friend i and
my wife's father in-law, is often speak*
ing of you, and always desiring to be
remem bered to you. Our great f riend
presented him with a copy of yobr
work , which he read with great plea-
sure and satisfaction , and has given it
a place amongs t his worthies and be-
nefactors of man kind. It is in vain to
wish to see you, but we ar e dften?
wishing it. Perha ps this may find
you by the sea-side at Lyme, in ydtt lr
summer re t reat at that place, wh£re
we once passed an evening , Wher eveif
you go, you are careful , I know , to
spread the princi ples of truth and* in-
tegrity, and I wish you success*' pat ^
ticularl y amongst us of the Churc h of
Eng land , with many of whom the
spiri t of Popery is incr easing, and
which lends a fatal and dan gerous
suppor t to actual P opery, t hat lias
gained so many converts from us for
some years past . We think we some-
times se  ̂the signature of our frie^fTs
J>and, of Honiton ,, ip tbe p»Wic printo *
against the common adversary, as he

JFWwi Rev. Theop hilus Lindsey to Rev* W* Harris. 3f ci



not seldom sees the Arc hd. 's, But of
such things, one is cautious how one
speaks. A blow from an invisible
hand stri kes deeper , and hath more
effect, than' when you see whence it
comes. Never was a parliamentar y
inqu iry into the progress of Popery,
an d the means to stop it , more needfu l ;
and it is to be hoped the common
dan ger may awa ke our governors in
sta te: the church , for a nameless good
reaso n, will not stir. You will have
observe d, that your own good chief-
pasto r is gone with his Grace of Can -
terbury his rounds , to learn t he ar t of
Confirmation , How improve d must
he return to you I Is it not time to
have done with such trinkets ? What
concern , then , to find them rise in

The Correspondence between Locke and
Limborch, 1685—1704.
(Contin ued from p. 357 .)

No. 21.
John Locke to Philip  h Limborch.

Gates , November 28, 1692.
My most worth y Friend ,

A
S soon as I knew of the arrival
of your book, * I hastene d to

London , that I might person al ly at-
tend to your desires respecti ng it. I
immediately waited on the Archbi -
shop, [Tillotson ,] who expressed him-
self greatly obliged to you. The work
so pleased him that , althou gh much
occupied at this time, he could not
abstain fro m reading it , but had run
over a great part of it with pecu liar
pleasure . But with what disposition
he received , peruse d and pra ised it,
you wi ll best understan d from his
letter , which he designs to write at
his first leisure.

The Bishop of Salisbury [Burnefc]
expressed himself to me in the same
ter ms, and is so occupied, and indeed

? Histor ia Inguis itionis. Fol. A 111st.
1692. This wo rk , in 1731, was " tra ns-
lated into Eng lish by Samuel Chandler , in
2 irols . 4to ." with " a lar ge Introdu ction
concern ing the rise and pr ogress of Perse -
cution , and the real and prete nded causes
of it "

their va lue with many ; and worst of
alJ , some of you r Dissenting friend s
aping them ; for such I look upon
our neighbour Lothian , of Newcastle ,
pu tting forwar d a subscri ption for an
organ in their place of worsh ip, and
intro ducing a state d form of praye r.
The ease and emolumen ts of an opu-
lent , di gnified and di gnifying grea t
National Church , are too powerful
temptation s for t he integri ty of many.
Farewell 1 my wife joins in all good
wishes and respects to yourself , Mrs.
Harris , your niece and. M iss Hawker ,
and I am a lways , dear Sir ,

Your most t ru ly obli ged,
H ujftfele servant ,

THEO . L1NDSEY.

immersed in the argument of your
book , (in which you have elucidated
the histor y of the Inquisition with an
accurac y scarcel y to be expected,)
that he cannot write to you till he has
gone through the whole. In the mean
time he offers you his best acknow-
led gments. The Earl of Pembroke ,
speaking to me most respectfull y of
you and of what you sent him, desired
me to return you his thanks till he
can with his own hand acknowled ge
the kind present.

I inquired for the Bishop of Bath
and Wells * in the House of Lor ds,
but he was not there. And thoug h
his residence is not more than an hour
or two's walk from the city , I have

* Dr. Richard Kidder , who had bee n
appointed to that See on the depri vatio n of
Bishop Ken , for refusin g1 the oath s, in
Aug-. 1691. Dr . K. was ejected in 1662,
from a living' in Huntingdonshire , but af-
terwar ds confor med , and became Dean of
Pe terb orou gh. The Conti uuato r of God-
wyrij attributes his nonconfo rmity to his
education in Emanuel College, Camb ridg e,
in eo Pur itanorum Domicilio-~~ at whicn
'he was Fellow, 1743, JDe Pr& $ulibus An-
g lia>, p. $93. Bishop Kidder was "killed
in bis bed, with bis lady, by the fall of a
stack of chimneys , occasioned bY th« great
storm in tEe Higlirol"lhe^mToTTSroYeinber,
1703."

4&$ The Correspondence between Locke and Limborch, translated.
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not heeu able to reach tha t short dis-
tance. But I am sure you r book was
deli vered to him as wel l as to the rest.
And I took care that our common
friend , Mr. Clarke , should wait upon
him , * and excuse you r sending him
the book unboun d, an excuse 1 de-
sign ed for all the rest, thoug h it' was
in some insta nces neglected.

You may well be surp rised that I ,
who owe you thanks not less in my
own name than in the names of these
persons , should be so tard y where
expedition were most becoming , that ,
neg lecting the most convenient place,
I should reti re into the country before
I wrote to you. But the fact is, I go
to the city in health, but am so af-
fected by the shortes t stay there that
I can scarcel y breathe. The malad y
continual ly increases upon me, till I
am quickl y driven away ; being ob-
liged to fly from London , thoug h to
the inconvenience of neglecting all my
affai rs ther e.

I have broug ht down your book
with me, that by your kindness Lad y
Cudworth [Masha m] and I may this
winter enjoy Attic evenings, which
could only be enhanced by the pre-
sence of the ^author , and the Attic salt
which he always brings with him. I
returned hither on Saturday. To-day
we began to read you r work , with
what pleasing expectati on you may
easily ju dge, but be assure d, th at our
gratitude to you was not less than our
own del ight.

By your letter , dated 10t h October ,
I fi rst understood how many copies
you had sent hither , and for whom.
I contrived with my host and book-

* u I expect every day severa l books
concer nin g the Inquisi tion , writ by Mr.
Limborch . Amongst the rest there is one
for the Bishop of Bath and Wells, w ith a
letter to him. I have ordered Mr. Pawling -
to put what is for that worth y bishop into
your han ds, to be delivered him by you in
my stead, and with my service . Pray ex-
cuse my not having waited upon him, as I
have a long time desired , an d hope ere
long I shall have the oppor tunity to do,
though it be one of the inconveniencies I
suffer from my ill lung's , that they usual ly
dr iFe me out of town 'wnen most of my
friends and those whom I wish to be near
ar e ii it/* Mr. Eocke in a lette r to Mr .
Clavfce , 11th Nov. 1692- ." MS; Brit . Mus.
See p, 356.

seller , Smith , that all these should be
delivered before a single copy could
be sold here/ This has been punc -
tua lly performed ; nor in that part has
any att ention been neglected , of which
such an excellent and seasonable work
is wort hy. But what at last is to
be done wit h the MS. copy in your
baud -writi ng, which I recomm ended
to be deposited in some place of safety
amon g our archives , that it might
for ever impudent adver -
sar ies. * But I shal l readil y inquire
what place will be the most secure.

I rejoice that the Life of Episcopius
is to be stam ped with immort ality by
your pen ; but in what language ? As
it is, I app rehend , to be prefixed to
his Sermon s, in Dutch , now publ ish-
ing, I fear lest his Life should also
appear in a tongue with which I am
little acquainted . Yet I congratulate
the lear ned world on th is intended
memorial of a man so excellent and
learned , all whose works are well
worth y of preservation.

There has been l ately published
here , Joh n Ma lela , f of Anti och,
whose work my frien d Toina rd % has
long and anxiousl y desired to see.
Pray request Wetstei n, as soon as he
receives any copies of th at book ,
(which I know will be sooner than I
could send one to Amsterda m,) to
convey a copy immediatel y toToin ard ,
and to charge me w ith the expense,
which i will readil y repay. MaJel a
is an author of no great name or cre-
dit. But on some dubious point of
chronology, Toinard hoped to receive
light from him , and I wish very much
to assist his design. Therefore attend ,

* This sent ence is thus defective in the
ori ginal : u Sed qu id tandem stat uendum
est de MS . codice autograp ho, qu o d eg-o
in tutiss iiTio aH quo loco infer archiv a le-
ponendum suaderem , ut in perpetuum \ .

efFro n tes adve rsarios
faciat fidem . " Wor ks, Fol . 1740. III.
625.

f " A wr ite r near the end of the sixth
century , and of little credit. '1 Lardne r,
VII. 331.

{A  learned Frenchm an , who died at
Paris , in 1706, aged 77. He .was disti n-
guished as a. Medallist, but his princ ipal
work was a Ha rmony of the Four Evange-
lists, in Gre ek and Latin , with learne d
Notes on Chron ology and History. See
Nouv. Diet . Hist. Art . Nicolas Thoyn drd .
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I request , to this affair , as something
about which I am anxious.

For the recantation , (Valino&ia,) in
your last, of 7th Novembe r , I thank
you much. It every where proceeds
in the same tenor. I find , indeed ,
from the Fre nchmen among us, some-
thing li ke it which may excel it , all
things considered. But more of these
thin gs at another time, if you desir e
it, for my lette r is al read y too long.

I wrote to our friend Le Clerc fif-
teen days , and to Guennelon ten days
since. . I hope that by this time every
differen ce is amicabl y settled in that
family, to whom I wish all happ iness.
To th ose and the rest of my friends ,
especially to your excellent wife and
your , child ren , pray presen t my most
respectful compliments , and stiJl re-
gard me as

Yours , most affection atel y,
J. LOCKE.

.. . . In July, 1692, commenced the cor-
respondenc e between Mr * Locke and
Mr. Mbl yneux , of Dubli n , which
extende d th rou gh the six following
years , and forms the English part of
the Fa miliar Letters *

Mr. ; i  Locke had now published ,
anonymousl y, his " Third Letter con-
cern ing Toleration. 1' The following
extract from a MS. letter to Mr.
Cflarke , dated 28th November , 1692,
will shew the friends to whom he
presented it.

« t must beg you to send again for
jyTn ^Churchill , [the bookseller,] and
let tjijp write down from you these
names, Halley, Newton , Sommers ,
Popp le, Le Clerc , Furl y, Wri ght ,
Freke and Firmin , but to none of
them as from me." There had been
added , but afterwards cancelled , Tre by
and Ken*

lti titiis same year , 1692, Dec. 9,
Mr. " tocke wrote to Mr. Clarke a
letter , the following passages of which
discover sentiments and rules' of con*
duct worthy of a place among these
memorials of the wri ter.

** I roust beg you the firs t time you
see my Lord 4Bellamont , with my
humbl e service to assure his Lordshi p,
that his commands will, in all cases,
hav e that weight and authority with
me, •* to dispose of all the power I
have far his service. That , therefore,
to enable me to serve him on the

pr esent occasion , I desire his Lords hip
to send me Mr. Stanley ** name and
qualification s, and the place he is ndw
ia in the Court , and whatever he thin ks
may recommen d him to my Lord P.
For this is an inviolable ru le which I
always do, and always shall obser ve,
in recommending any person tha t I
say what I know myself of them, and
whatever is beyond my own know-
ledge I always tell upon what report
and credit it is that I say it so, that
I shal l be sure to vouch my Lord
Bellamont 's testi mony, which cannot
but be better than mine for a person
whom I am so little acquainted with ,
as 1 have.th e honour to be with Mr.
Stanley.

" People generall y thin k that if one
has an interest any ; where, oae may
use it as one pleases* whereas, I think
one has it and preserves it only by a
fair and cautious use of it. If my Lord
B, would reflect upon what 1 have
said , and my way of proce eding, which
I never do or shall vary from, he
would see it would be of no great
advantage to the business to semi his
recommendation of the case to my
Lord P. round about by my hand ,
and therefore, if you can put him off
from sending me on so silly an errand ,
you may remind him that I used the
same method in recommending Mr.
La Treille to Sir James Rushout , and
that you know 1 will not , nor can an
honest man vary from it."

No. 22;
John Locke to Philip f o Limborch *

London, Ja n. 10, 169&
My worth y Fri end,

AS soon as I arrived in town, thr ^e
days ago, the very Reverend Arch -
bishop [Till ot son] invited me to call
upon him. When I saw him he dwelt,
with great commendation , on yourself
and your work 5 complaining that
many engagements had till now pre *
vented his writing to you. After seal-
iug a lett er, which he had read y, he
gave it to me that 1 might scrawl the
address , which he dictated , and tr ans-
mit the letter to you ; an office which
I readil y unde rtook. He also gave me
a volume of sermons, which he ha»
latel y published, to send to you. This
I will tak e car e to dq by the first safe
conveyance. So much for the Arch *
bishop 's commissions.

434 The Correspondence between Locke and Limborch, tran slated.



For myself* I owe you any best ae~
knotvledgmetits for the pleasure I have
received in reading your History . I
think you have exhausted the subject .
Yea havd certainly exposed to the
world th at mystery of iiiiquity , and
dragged it out of darkness into light.
I have been hindered by many pres-
sing engagements frofn yet readin g
ths whole work . After a shart stay in
town, I am teturning to the fcouritr y,
when I shall endeavour fufther to in-
dui gfc the desire you hav e excited . I
cannot now answer your last letters ,
Whidh I found , as usual , very agree -
able. In the hurry Qf coming t<> town
1Ifcft them behind : when 1 ret urn to
the leisur e and quiet of the countr y,
I shal l be fitter to hold converse with
you : here t can scarcel y breathe. In
the mean time I must acknowled ge
your accusto med courtes y and friend-
ship.

1 would be remem bere d most affec-
tionately to all yours , especiall y your
amiable wife and children, to our
friends the Veens and Guennelons. I
wish for you all prosperity and happ i-
ness. Farewell , afrd still regard iiie as

Yours, most affection ately,
J. LOCKE.

No. 23.
John Locke to Philip  A Limborch.

London, Nov. 10, l6jJS.
Sty vroi ttHY Friend ,

1 FREE LY confess that you may
justl y accuse my silence, nor ought I
to complain if it were visited by you
severely* It , indeed , puts me to sham£
to require a second admon ition to th c^performance of my duty. Yet I am
glad to be on such tettnn \fr ith you,
that , thoug h you find me dilatdr y on
a fi rst app lication , you determine to
riiak e another att empt. The etfCuse
6t health Wh ich you have made for
the will not avail * I thank God, since
I lalst \W6t6 to jiou , that has been too
good to account for my delsty. Yet
I have not been without &curf& for
ifry sitefrc e,

I h£v^ no\# f fcad the grtsrteSt psirt
6t yotir tktt. k with exquisite pleasure.
1 had hi gr&at desire to pftttf gttt ' till
I li&df b^ru sed it thr oughout, thxt I
Mi ght ^fiteiri pJ ate it frs a wft qlti, f rdi ^
tfe^f 6^|ilitiing to th ^ eft<t and th ^n gtv6
f M i  f f i f f tmt  thafi to and coittlWertd a^
tliuW; I ^tn «of &t f t t i t i i  the cbftcfii-

VOL - XIII. S I

sion, and am continually hoping to
finish the remaining chapt ers in a fe>*
days. But 1 have been so oceupied
by new and unexpected visits and
engagements foil©wing each other , iii
ft perpe tu al round , that I have been
hindered from day to day, tad shall
still be hind ered , unless your last very
kind expost ulation s should remin d mfc
of the lapse of time, and arouse Hay
sluggishn ess to pursue my first in-
tentions.

You now have my confession : 1
own myself dilatory. But my defaj
as to its cause and intention , you c$k
scarcel y blame ; or if there was any
blame , it must be laid to the account
of expectati ons continually deceiving
me, certainl y not to a defect in a
friendsh ip, which was ever the «amg
towar ds you , nor ever more deeply
felt by me, than even while by t t t f
silence I delayed to off et you the ex-
pressions of it.

Your History of the Inquisition̂  I
may ventur e to say, from what I have
read , pleases me much. In its order ,
method , persp icuity and aut hori ties,
it appears to me as a finished work ,
nor can I see any thing farther to be
desired. It is highly approved by all
with whom I have convetsed respect-
ing it. *

I am sorry th at our frien d Le Clerc
(as you tvrite) has received no letters
from me for several weeks. 1 wrote
to him more than two months since,
and enclosed in my letter oft6 to the
Earl of Pembroke. I fear these Ifcttetfs
hav0 hot been received , as M. Le
Clerc in his last , of 1 1th Septembfciv
does not mention thrift .. I remember
that I informed him 6f Sjtencef 's f

* The following charac ter of this His -
tory was writte n mor e than a century later :

u Parmi les 6crivains qui se sont elev£a
avec le plus de courage contre rtn qxiisi-
tion , et dont les ouvrag'es m'ont Sfe" le phrs
utiles, je citer ai entr 'awtres— Fotivrtt ge
de Phili ppe de Limborch , pr ofesseur die
th i&oloffTe tiafmi les USemftntr ain^- extr ^me-
mtint curititX par les details , et estime p zr
sa v^racfrt ^, n'ajant ete compose que d^apr e^i
des £eri vains €atholi que^9 par oonse^utent
tnkpairt iaux en pare iHe matiere."

Hist , des Inqu is. Relig. cPJtaliey d*Ms~
pa gne et de Portugal  ̂ "D epuis leuroi r igiWe
jusqu ' a Ja conqu ^te de rEB paene • '* par
J oseph Lavaltte. 4 voL &v6. mtf i; -ff i&.
freT: l£;t£

f m JiAtt Spitfttr , toem <# sty «a«
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death, and it was probabl y in that
letter , for in your last you seem not
to have know n it.

I am very glad tha t an edition of
Castalio's Bible, such as you describe ,
is prop osed for publication amon g
you. I doubt not its read y acceptance
by the learn ed amon g us. After so
long a rust ication , my late return to
town has broug ht me as yet to the
society of only a few of the literati ;

Master of Corpu s Chri sti Col lege, Cam-
brid ge, who died May 27, 1693, in the
63d year of his age; See his Article in
the Biograp hies aud Masters 's History of
C. C. College, 163—170. Dr. S. is now
chiefly known by his Discourses concern -
ing Prodi gies and Vul gar Prop hecies , pub ^
lished in 1663 and 1665, an d his great
wor k , De JLegibus Hebraioru m  ̂ &c. pub -
lished in 1685. This work excited a
controversy concerni ng the Jewish ritual ,
¦which is not yet decided. The work s of
Dr. S. were prin ted at Cambrid ge, 1727,
in 2 vols . folio 5 and a French Roman
Catholic biograp her discovers in them ,

*beaucoup d*erudi t ion  ̂ et p lusie urs obser-
vations singulieres ^our. Diet . Hist. Art.
Spencer.

J>r. Williams 's Exhibitions f or  Acade-
mical Studen ts.

Ju ne 4j> 1818.
IN man y importan t res pects Dr.

Williams 's Foundation may be con-
sidered as the most val uable institution
amongst the Dissenters. The Libra ry
is a noble collection of books, conti -
nual ly increasi ng. It cann ot be made
too public that the trust ees are read y
to receive and to ack nowled ge wit h
thanks any pre sents of books or ma-
nuscripts. Dissenting author s should
not f orget to lodge in the library one
copy of each of their publications.
Many valuable work s are presen ted
-cyery year , and there are occasional
pr esenta tions of the portraits of emi-
nent noncon formists , of which, indeed ,
the number in the library is very con-
sider able. Gifts of money have been
also made for the enla rgemen t of the
Libr ary.

The ; Institutio n is under the ma-
nagemen t of the Presbyterians , and
some of Dr. Williams's chari ties are
appr opriate d to this denominati on ;

As occasion offers I shal l intr oduce
the subject ; nor can 1 doubt that so
elegant an edit ion of such an elegant
Version , enriched with the notes aud
other writin gs of such a learn ed man ,
must be gener ally accepta ble, j"

I hope your beloved dau ghter, who,
when you wrote , was severel y afflicted
with a fever, is now restored to your
society in perfect health , I rejoice
that the rest of your family and our
friend s are well. To all of them re*
member me most kindly . May un-
interrupted health and prosperi ty
abound amon g them. May the Al-
mighty and most mercifu l God pre -
serve you especiall y. Fa rewell , and
continue to rega rd me as

Yours , affectionat ely,
J. LOCK E.

f  Castalio published a Latin and Frenc h
tran slation of the Scri ptures. His Lati n
Version was reprinted at London , in 172&,
in 4 vols. 12mo, witho ut notes , but with
the ori ginal Dedication to Edward the
Sixth . See an account of this Dedication
au d its arguments against Protestan t pre-
secution, Vol. VIII . pp. Ill—113.

but the use of the libra ry is willingly
extended by the Tru stess, on applica-
tion , to any of th eir bret hren ; the
large room, in Red-Cro ss Street , is
lent to the general body for their pub-
lic meetin gs, an d the Deputi es are
accommodat ed with the use of the
house for their import ant reg istr y of
births . On these ground s, the inst i-
tution deserves the atten tion of the
Three Denominat ions.

To the English Pres byterians , one
of the most important of Dr. Wil-
liams's charita ble provision s is his
exhibit ion for stud ents at Glasgow.
The estates appro priated to this object
now admit eight stude nts upon the
foundation , who receive fort y pounds
per annu m for three year s, in which
period the course of education may be
completed , and the students entitled
to graduate as Masters of Arts. The
students must be nat ives of South
Britai n, and can be received only on
their declaration of their purp ose of
exercising the ministry amongst the
Protestan t Dissenters in England or

426 Dr« Williams 's Exhibitions for Academical Students. (
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Wales, which declaration must be
annual ly renewed . No student is eli-
gible und er sixteen years of age. Tes-
timonials are required from the can-
didates , with regard to thei r grammar
learni ng and moral charac ter, and
their *• appearin g likely to be useful
and faithful. " In filling up vacancies ,
the trustees ar e directed by the Will,
to prefer the sons of po or Presbyterian
ministers, equally  qual ifi ed, before
others. This privi lege is of great con-
sequence, and should not be over-
looked by the English Presb yterian
ministe rs. The truste es meet quar -
terl y, and the vacancies at Glasgow
are filled up at the Lad y-day meeting.
Any trustee may propose a candidate .
on prod ucin g the requisite testimo-
nials. It should be added , that these
testim onials are expected to be signed
by Presb yte rian ministers , possessing
a pers onal knowledge of the applicant.
The trustee s are twenty-three in num-
ber , of whom thirteen are minister s,
and the remainder laymen , the whole
consistin g of persons resident in Lon-
don and the neighbourhood .

Sir , J une 2, 1818.
TH ERE are few subjects of greater

importance to us, as accountable
creatures , than the use or abuse of that
proportion of this world 's goods, with
which it has pleased a good and wise
Providenc e to endow us ; and I wish
to dra w the attention of your rea ders
to it, as Christians , and more especi-
ally would I address a large part of
them as Unitarian s, who are at this
time, by the ra pid increase of con-
gregations , chiefl y consisting of the
labou rin g classes, imperiously called
upon to assist liberally  in forw arding
the spread of their pure and scri ptura l
faith . Ought not such to esteem it a
high and precious pr ivilege, to have
an opportunity offered them for con-
tributing according to their abi lity,
toward s the furtherance of so glorious ,
a cause ? Who tha t wishes well to
his brethren of mankind ; who that
has a spar k of celestial fire in his
composit ion, can reconcile it to his
hear t and conscience to stand an idle
looker on, while this; great work is
perfor med by the zealous co-oper ation
of many who are possessed of means
fair inferior to his own ? How can a ra -
tional creature , a professing Chri stian ,
expend in tri fling amusements , o*

in feeding a foolish and hurtfu l vanity,
those sums which might aid in build-
ing temples to the living God ; in sup-
portin g* the revivers of gospel truth f
and in tra ining up many to ri ghteous -
ness? If Unitarians , like other chil-
dren of this world , are anxious for its
rich es and honours , lovers of its luxu-
ries and pleasures , they may doubtless
join in the -wort hless, mean pursu it,
and have a share in the enjoyments
and the vexations which t hey bring
to th ose who seek after or possess
them : but if these are our chief ob*
jects in life, we may as well give up
the Unita rian , and , I had almost said,
the Christian name ; empty , lukew arm
professors can feel no interest in gos-
pel trut h, no aspirations after Chris -
tian perfection in the faith or practice
of thems elves or others.

Large possessions are blessings only
to those who have the stead y piety,
which alone can enable them to resist
the allurem ents of a flatteri ng ami de-
ceitful world , and in their use firml y
pur sue the path marked out by dut y.
Sad in realit y, however gay or splen-
did in appearan ce, is the conditio n
of those who abound in wealth , yet
shut up their bowels of compassi on
from those who need ! If religion
does not open the heart to all kind
feelings, and make the hand liber al;
it has done little of its genuine work *
The man who gams a living by inge-
nuity and industry , or by a learn ed
profession provides for himself and
his family, is called upon to hfc careful
and spari ng in his own expenses, and
if possi ble so to order those of his
household , as to have a regular * over-
plus of income at the end of the year *
which , if he has children or other
connexions to assist. or» provide torn
should certainl y be laid up for that
laudabl e pu rpose : yet a certain part
of it, a tenth per haps , might be spared
for religious and benevolent pu rposes;
it will bring down a blessing upon
the rest , and , by fostering the best feel-'ing» in the heart of the best ower, give
him a double enjoy ment of all that
remains. There is somethin g sordid
in continu al labour for the sole pur -
p ose of gaining money for ourselves
and our families; it is an object ao
enti rel y selfish as to be in dange r of
shutt ing out all generous and kin<J
feelings towards our fellow^creat ures*but if we allot a proportion of our
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gains to the purpose of instru cting and
relieving our ignorant ari d indigen t
brethre n, it at once ennobles our pur-r
suits and enlarge s our heart s ; we are
not only providing as far as we are
able, for the futu re well-being of our
own families, but at the same time are

each ether, have ceiltin paj opportu-
nitie s of ffter t-igiiig m& improving t^f
benign propensitie s wbieJi he has grar
cioysly implanted within us, a«d fry
that means become mere and mort
assimilated to his own divine n^tu r*,
of which he hath assured u$ we may

labou ring for the untaug ht , " the fa-
therless , and him who has none to
help him y } and wha t a glow of delight
must warm the bosom of one so occu-
pied, on the recollection of his Savi-
ours animating declar ation , «« I nas^

in a degre e become parta kers-
Should you judge these remar ks

worth y of a place in your inte resting
Misc ellany, I shall probabl y send you
something more upon the same sub-
ject. M. H.

much as ye have done it to the least
of these my brethren , ye have done
it unto me1' !

There is a cold sel fishness which
they are not themselves aware qf> in the
bosoms of some men who are in other
respects amiabl e and estimable , which
causes them to mve sp aringly in pro -r
portion to their means ; to hoard up
without weighty and justify ing rea -
sons, a part of that overplus of income,
which the moderation of their own
wants and wish es render unnecessar y
for thei r curre nt use. When I see
such persons , I lament that th ey should
deprive themsel ves of the rich source
of hap piness which a bountifu l Pro ^
videnc ^ has put into their hands , and
forfeit the bri ght reward which is
promised to those who diligentl y
send thei r Lord 's money 4C to the ex*
changers ," that at his return he may
receive his own with interest.

*< Rich men/1 says the excellen t
Dr . Barro w, (and all who have more
than thei r own reasonable wants re-
quire , may be justl y so denominated ,)
** are indee d but the t rea surers , the
stewards , the cate rers of God for the
rest of men , having a st rict charge to
* dispense unto every one his meat in
due season,1 and no just privile ge to
with hold it from any : the honour of
distribution is conferre d on them , as
a reward for their fidelity and car e ;
the right of enjoy ment is reserved for
the poor , aa a provision for thei r ne-
cessities." " Why/ 1 says Basil, " art
thou irich and he poor ? Sur ely for this,
that thou mayest at tain the reward of
benigaity and fai thfu l dispensa tion $
and tha t lie may be honoure d with
the grea t pr ize of pat ience.*'

Thws does the infinitel y good Fath er
0/ - aty* shew that he is indeed " no
respecter of persons /' bufc willet h that
weiiia ration al offepring should indeed
to btathmb , Ittlpgro and bteftsbigfe te

42$ Burying without Coff ins.

Sir , June 4, 1818.
YOU may, perh aps, consider H a

matter of curio sity, that so latel y
as the year 1636, it was x \ot customary
to -bury the paroch ial poor in coff ins.
The following is an extract from 3
book, containing the account of feoffees
of charity lands in the parish elWai fe,
Herts.

« A . D. 1036,
Nov. Item , for a coffiu ?

to bury Joh n Clar ke's wife in,
that died in her chiJcl -birth , » 60 05 0
and was not fit to b$ bur ied
without a coffin. -

J. D. B. C.

Sir , Chester , April 8, 1818,
THE following lette r is from Mrs,

Savage, of Wren bury-Weoc l,
oldest daug hter of Philip Henry, to
the curat e of the pari sh* I am told
that the letter was published in 30
Irish magazine many ye^rs ago, but 1
believe it is not known to the reader s
of the Repository. The piety, the €$#?
dour , the indepen dence and strength
of mind which it display s, enti tle it to
a place in the Monthl y Reposit ory*

Janu ary 14, 1^17-
Dear Sir ,

I have long desired an opport unity
of conver sing with you, aad know
not how to excuse for my doing thus,
since you are so obliging and egffy of
access ^ but onl y for privacy, aiiiee it
becomes such as 1 am silent ly to lea*a;
yet we are also comman ded to be
read y to give a reason for thj? hope
that is in us with meekness and fear *
therefo re you will pardon my boldnees
who thus express nay thought** Wo-
men's tongues and peua sofnetimc*
claim a freedom which mea wh^ ar e
more wise and reserved will aot urn *
It is, or may h* thought, our iinhap^



ptiiess to differ from the Established
Chur ch in some tesser th ings, but
while we agre e in fu adameutals , wh y
should ther e be among us strife a ud
envyiflgs I The high charge we had
yesterday from you of devilisb pride ,
arrog ance, &c. I cannot account light ,
especially from one who should stand
in the place of God, to guide and
instru ct us in the way to heaven,
the refore I thin k it invidious to jud ge
men's hearts , which none but God
can do. It cannot be in itself sinfu l
to dissent from a church , else wh y
did we cast off the yoke of Rome ?
For my own part , I do freel y profess
that I have seen so much sincere piety,
fervent cj iarity and humi lity practised
in those I have joi ned with , and found
that solid peace and tranquillity in
the way I have walked in , that 1 trus t
I shall never be either allured or
frighte d from it. The name of schism,
that ecclesiastical scarecrow , is indus -
triousl y, thoug h falsely, thrown upon
us, as I have seen prove d. But if it
is so, who is in the fault ? the imposers
of thin gs, they own unnecessary , on us,
who dare not comply with them , yet
desirous to give up every thing for the
sake of peace, but tr uth . 1 must say,
as every impartial pers on will , that if
the nonconformists are mistaken , they
are the most unhappy to exclude
themselves from every th ing- that is
desirable in the wor ld, and expose
themselves to povert y, scorn and ha-
tred ; yet I must do them that justice
to tell yoq, I never remem be r to have
hea rd any public reflect ion from any
of them on the Established Church .
I need not here enter on the merits of
their cause, which hat h so many abler
advocates, onl y I must take the free-
dom to express my resentmen t , that
we have heard from the pulpit such
keen reflections , as we can not wel l
bear , and I am sure do no good to a ny.
The great thin gs of the gospel, fait h in
Chri sty repentance unto life and new
obedience, these are enough to spend
our zeal about. At * a worth y per son
wri tefr, " Our lives are short , our
work great , our soul s precious , heaven
and hell real things, and all that must
be done for eternit y- must be done
quickly, or it will b*too late.11 There -
fore 1 am alwa ys glad to hear mmi$~
te*» inmt on these great th ings

I w*S mueh affected many years ago
wfth a fc«*mon I wtoU ttom wu> on

these words, " Purif ying unt o himself
a. peculiar people zealous of good
works. 11 I wish you would preach
and pray as you did then. Yet, good
Sir, excuse my freedo m in giving vent
to my own thoughts : I thin k there
is no famil y but ours , in the parish ,
that ar e accounted Dissenters , yet you
know we are as tru e friends to you
and the Church as any of the -parish ,
perhaps more tha n many th at profess
to be enti re members of the Church
of England. As many of our family,
attend you, as from most of any of
the like number ; and it is to me sad*t hat we should be mote censure d and
worse thou ght of, than numb ers who
absen t themselves throu gh ignor ance
and careles sness. It is well we are
not to be each others ' jud ges. Said
rny honoured father when dying,
" Follow peace and holiness, and let
them say what they will ," which has
been my siucere end eavour. And I
solemnl y protest I have not at all
endeavo ured to draw my childre n
into the same way, otherwise than
what my example might do, though
some of them have tak en pains to
stud y these points , and are not Pres-
byter by chan ce, but choice ; for I
desire them not to pin their faith oil
my sleeve, but to choose for them *.
selves, and if they take this despised
way, it is not because they know fid
other , but because they know no bet-
ter. I have hear d man y eomplaii^
that you speak so low that they ca,m
scarce hear you, but I observ ed yes-
terday you could rais e your voi^e;
but if I had foreseen our treatme nt I
think my seat wou ld have been empty-
I know not how they will answer it
who beat thei r fellow-servants , am|
cast ston es instea d pf bread . 1 know
not what the Churc h would have ;
they have all the profits and advan-
ta ges they can desi re, yet becau se^the
government takes off their power to
persecute , it avails nothin g. But t
am quite tediou s, and beg your pardon
a thousand times for my freedo m with
you. I trul y respect your persoti atH$
ministry ; am satis fied you well know
the grea t wor t h of all sot)fa, and the
grea t dan ger of most, which t hought
will quicken yoiu te> ery aloud , and
shew your heare rs their aina and <f*ty
before it be to6 late W hat * b!e*M*&
place is heaven, where w|ll be tto
difieioas <*# dkstur bJtfte** ft* ttfcH T&

j lf irs. Savage's %eiter to & Curate* 46$



which glory may he bring us who
hath most dearl y bought us with his
own blood 1 Amen .

The following is part of a lette r
written by a lad y from Manchester
to a friend in Chester, dated Jul y 1,
176l. It is interesting on many ac-
counts .

What do you hea r of our good
Mr. Seddon ?" fou l think it very pro -
bable the rumou r of his present sub-
jects has reached you , as I find they
afford great matt er of speculation here,
and last Sabbath-day we had several
stran gers at cliapel , drawn by curio-
sity y but whatever they think of his
particul ar sentiments , su re I am , who-
ever has a love for si ncere piety and
virtue , for the noblest zeal for what
he believes truth , for the honour of
God and the Redeemer , for the good
of mankind in striving to give the
gospel its full force upon the heart and
life ; whoever prizes the very spiri t
^nd temper of the glorious founder of
Ch ristianity, must feel their hearts
warm towards one who shews so much
of it $ and I confess I never atten d
him with more affection than when
I most differ in opinion. Sorry I was
at fi rst that he had taken up the sub-
ject , but Sabbath-day was se'nni ght ,
he addres sed us in so strikin g a manner ,
gave such weighty reasons , as not only
justifi ed him to me, but hi ghly raised
him in my esteem. " I have (says
he) many years been full y con vinced
of the truths I now deliver, and I have
found the greatest satisfaction in them.
I have always inte nded to bear my
public testimony to the truth , and the
growing precariousness of my life
makes me not dare to delay any longer,
lest I should not have time allowed
me to discharge it, and should not be
able to give a just account of my mi-
nistry at th at awful (or impartial ) bar ,
to which I expect shortl y to be called ;
it is become to me an indispensa ble
dut y." These, or near it, were his
words ; rejoicing in the generous free-
dom of the congregation tha t could
bear to hea r so long-rece ived opinions
so freely canvasse d , as being so open
to truth , speak ing his suspicion of the
censures he might fall unde r, but with
a generous disregard of every thing
shor t of approving himself to his great
Master . Ind eed, my friend , you must
have loved tfie good man , the upri ght ,

the brave Chri stian , however you had
dissented in faith . I heartil y hope
him mistaken as to his own life, and
rejoice he is in an age in no danger of
bein g treated li ke good Mr. Eml yn ;
for such disinte rested goodness appears
to me the very essence of Chris tianity,
however it may differ in particu lar
opinions. He has given us five dis-
cou rses, and I expec t his fare well yet
behind , nor will 1 lose one of them if
I can help it. Willing to hear all
that can be said , and picking up man y
pleasing flowers by the way, at the
same time findin g ray lon g-learnt
sentiments oft confirmed by the very
thing s opposed to them, and happy I
can hear v them with , I hope, some
degree of th e same Chr istia n spirit ,
with which I am persuaded they are
preached . The first was a kind of
apology for the subject, and speaking
of the vast importance of it, and a little
touch at the Trinity. The second
more full y the Trinity, and expound -
ing some texts which speak of the pre -
ex istence of Christ . The third more
ful ly to explode the belief of the pre-
existence, and shew the ill effects of
the opinion. The " fourth to pr ove
the real humanity of Christ ; and the
last Sabbath-day, the running th roug h
a variet y of instances in the gospels,
that proved him anointed of God
and invested with a fulness of divine
power, above ever y other created be-
ing, and made Lor d of all things, all
from one text, St. Peter 's wor ds in
Acts ii. 2%: " A man approve d of
God by miracles and wonders ," &c.

[The sermon s here men tioned were
published 1793, with a Memoir of the
Author , who died in 1769, aged 53.}

430 Mr. Seddons Preaching '.—Ind ifferen ce to Religious Op inions,

Edinhu rgh9
Sir , J une 5, 1818 ~

IT is common for a certain descrip-
tion of pers ons, who lay claim to

greater liberality than their neigh-
bours, to ask, Why will you not allow
every one to g6 to heaven in his ow»
way ? And what % the use of dis-
turbing the world with the dispu tes
aud cavils, the divisions and misunder-
standings which the doctrine s of con -
tr oversial divinit y have given rise to?
That such should be the langua ge of in-
fidels, or even of conscientious Deists,
is not surp ris ing; t>ut that persons who,
profess to believe in the divide mission
of Jesus Chr ist, and who fcaye J tytt J **



inspiring influence which a rationa l
belief in the doctrines and precepts
which it was the object of his life to
teach, a»d of his death to seal, should
apea k in this manner , isr not only sur-
pris ing, it is lamentable and disgust-
ing, and cati onl y be accounte d for by
ther difficulty which is always felt in
rou sing the att ention of people to any
th ing- which does not immedia tely af-
fect themsel ves. If it is of no conse -
quence whethe r we believe with the
Unitarian in one God , with the Tr ini-
tarian in one God , consistin g of three
persons , or with the Hindu * in th ree
hundred and thirty millions of Gods :
if it is of no importance whethe r the
Rule r of the universe be merci ful and
benevolent in his disposit ions, not
willing tha t any of his creatures should
perish , but that all should turn unto
him and live j or whether he be full
of wrath and thirsting for revenge on
the head s of his guilty creatures , for
not doing what by nature he has not
given them the power of perfo rmin g :
if it is a matte r of little moment ,
whether , accord ing to the code of
laws which the Author of nature has
laid down, every man shall be re-
warded or puni shed according to the
deeds done in the bod y, or whether the
son shall bear the iniquity of the father ;
whether the soul that sinneth shall
die } or whether the onl y soul tha t
never k new sin , who, by his precep ts,
told us what we should do, and by
his examp le shewed us how to do it ,
should bear the punishment due to all
th e sons of Adam , and all this *' to the
prais e of God's g lorious j ustice :yf if
these things , I say, be of no impor-
tan ce, then let the Peruv ian worship
the sun , and the Hindu his favourite
river ; let the Roman Catholic trust
to the efficac y of his wafer , and the
Ca lvinist to the vicarious sufferings of
Christ ; so long as their opinions do
not disturb the peace or outra ge the
feelings of society, let them indulge
their delusion. But if they are of
importance, and if such absurdities are
pre valent , and one-half the world lend
their shou lders to prop them up, shall
we, who profess a more rational belief ,
rest upon our oars , and not by every
fair means in our power endeavour to
break the chains which have so long-

* See last Number of the Edinburg h
Review, p, 383.

fettered the human mind, and allow it
to have the same rscope in religious
matters as in every thing else ? Shall
we, while our opponents turn heaven
and earth to gain prosel ytes to their
sentiments , sit tam ely by, without
makin g a single effort to rescue the
character of the Deity from such un-
hallowed misrepresentati ons ? While
the monster Superst ition, which was
onl y cri ppled, not exter minat ed, at
the Reformation , still rea rs his head,
shall we gaze and stare , and wonder
at the success of his ravages* while we
use not an effort to deprive him of his
power ? No, Sir! If we are satisfied
of the truth of our opinions, let us,
with the animation which the subject
is calculate d to inspire, embrac e every
opportunity of makin g them known,
and extendin g their influence over
the minds of mankind.

I have been led^o these reflecti ons
by the prevalence of th is sort of in-
differenc e to relig ious trut h, among
the better-informed class of the inha -
bitants in this met ropo lis, who, more-
over , reckon themsel ves very liberal in
their sentiments. If you thin k them
worth y of insertion in your valu able
Miscellany, it will afford pleasu re to
your constant read er,

T.
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Christchurcjt ,
Sir , May S, 1818.

ON reading your Repository , [pp.
281—284,] to-day, I was very

much struc k with the similarit y of
my owi} Christian bel ief and tha t
of the society at Rochdale , hav ing
been the work of conviction from
within. Some months past, \ tur ned
my attention to the quest ion of the
divinity of Christ , in J lie belief of
which I was born and bre d up; and
I found at every turn and v iew of the
subject , my conviction tha t the Uni-
tar ian doctrines were the only tru e
ones, became more and more stren gth -
ened . From without 1 received no
light: a natu ral aversion to reli gious
con troversy, hitherto made me tu rn
away from every inqui ry into the
points of dispute, which the desire of
prosel y tism may have obtr uded upon
me. In pra ctice, I am a Latitud e
na r ian -, and what I grant to others, I
require for myself; but do you hot
know, Sir, th at this cannot be alway s
obtaine d from one's friends, who stiffly
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maintain (heir own obtrusi ve Triiii-
taffctirtistti , as the sine qu& no?i of thei r
friendship or goftd opinion , and stig-
matise? every other as Antich ristian ?
This is ifty cas£ ; not only -am 'I inte r-
dicted from at tendin g the place of
worshi p which is most congenial to
my pres ent made of thinking , but I
atti requi red to besto w additional ve-
neration upon the doctrine I am con-
vinced is unfounded , and asked to
change opinions I have entertained for
y^ars , without knowin g I did so! And
all this &s the pric ^ of friendship, or
with thg threat of family dissonan ce.

You may perceive, that it has sel-
dom fallen to my lot to compar e 6pi-
ttions , or to maintain religious disputes',
dkrw a to this moment ; tior shall I now
begin : but having to write down
sotne family regulation s lately, I was
requested to " touch upon religion,
as a good mode of keeping the house-
hold in fear o( sin." This was td me
a flew task ; but being nat urall y of an
easy, complyin g disposition , as the
tiint came frort l a superior , I essayed,
and failed to please ; for I was not
** sufficientl y evangelical ,'7 I was told ,
and far ther on, that I was « no Chris-
tian " Such was the hars h epithet
bestowed by a rnan &H littfe given to
inquiry on the subject as myself. I
defended my mode of thinki ng, which
I fi rst discovered was not such as it
had been formerly, and differed ma-
terially from the church . This arose
out of want of self-examina tion , I
snould take it ; but then my — 
had no more.s ubmitted himself to this
needful duty than myself. However ,
stubbor n people havin g once set up a
stan dar d, generall y stick to it , right or
wrong ; and I am now assailed at du£
interval s with all the old common-
place argume n ts which Ha ve (I am
told) been exploded by the Unita rian
wri ters ; for 1 neve r conver sed tvith
but one person a few minutes on thi s
subject , nor ever rea d a Word on the
subject, but what is contained in th e
tattdr four Kumben * of your Repo-
sitor y-

iThis is my case, Sir , so nearl y cor-
responding with that of the Rochdale
people, tha t I could not resist giving'
you a line or two, to 011 up half ari
noiir's seclusion, to which i am tfiid
dtay f^y.pte4f in consequen ts of what
isa]boveset down. Only in thfs do£$
itiy case differ from f tkm p£6j>1ev£; i$-

astaueh as they #efe inquire rs, Meti ers
after Christ , while I was * going on in
the way my ancestors have done, so
far as I tvtt heard , from remote time.%
neither asking for fr&ti light, nor Pek-
ing to refornnf .

So nearl y do rny professi ons and
practices agre e, that 1 have tak en into
tny service persons £f every deftoftii-
nation of Christian s that have pre-
sented themselves ; so th at t have
extended toleration to. the Roman
Catholic , or Pap ist, the Method ist,
Anabapti st, Church 6f England , Mo-
ravian and Swedenbdr gten seGt* 5 otice
td an Atheist , (as 1 apprehend ,) feat
never to a Quak er , nor to &n Unitari an
(so it turned out). From these Em-
ployed persons I hav e exacted but
one stipulation , and that is, to " fre-
quent some one place of worshi p or
other , but tet that plate b£ specified 5"
if any deceived me, he deceived hinfc.
self, as 1 have acknowled ged it hap -
pened in one instance , to nay mor tifi-
cation .

Notwithstanding all thisr I am nojt
lukewarm either $ the cou rse of tr ade
rendered the eittploym^nt of people of
one persuasion indispensable ; s^iid nd
mart of proper feelings could make
exceptions oti matters of toleration of
reli gion . I hope they ' vtill all reach
the seat of bliss, and 1 believe it.

From what I have said ybu will
draw the conclusion , if vou have not
alr ead y done so, that the Unity of the
Godhea d is strict ly impre&ted upon
every tnind imperceptibl y from the
beginning ; it inters with the first
ideas and perceptions itohich we imbi be
from the great volume of nat ure, from
our earli est instructions , art d, final ly
from a perusa l of the Scri pture ^.
** That ther e is a God all nature cries
aloud ;" our first inqui ries go to
thai point , and , aftc^r exhausting th ^
sources of infortaiirttiori , on the exist-
ence of God, as man ifested in the
works of creatidn , our instruc tors bid
us pray (invairiabl y) to Htm for pro 1-
tecitiori . This orir yctitft -g ihincfs i&toir
prdhedd , arid \t& obe?v : from him of
ttf libm so marr y bett ^ftt ^ 

ard corrt e, W^
^k atri absrtrart bo6rt , arid We hstv ^
r^̂ on to exp&t rt vtitl he gtknted.
But I4riiert out yatrth sllid ine^j^riefic^
drt d^efCt^d! t<t tWo 6th  ̂ s^ti rc^s Of
goodness and mercy, we are distr acted
M f H & iAcdtigtUitf $ ^e ^rie f^ld to
believe what can neithe * be '&spWn<£iL



or comprehended , and we wand e r
about in the wilds of mere faith , trust -
ing to others , until we sure permitted
to examine the Scriptu res without as-
sistance of  notes or the help of f athers.
There we discover no such worshi p is
enjoined, no co-existence is even in-
timate d, and we end where we bega n,
in the belief of one ,God, to which we
now add that of his Son, the Med iator,
who died for our sins.

I there fore infer, that eve ry one
would be found , upon examination ,
coolly and dispassion atel y entere d
in to, like me,

AN UNITARIA N AT HEART.

perstitiou s ceremonies also mentioned
by them , as append ages to baptism
aind to the dod rine of the Trini ty, &c.
But I am afraid it will be found, that
Tertullta n and Justin Martyr he has
misconceived and misapp lied , and that
the passages from Ire naeus and Orige n
are interpolation s or corruptions. As
to any elucidation from the New Tes-
tame nt, he indirectly gives tha t up, ad-
mittin g that " dire ct evidence is want-
ing*." Perhaps he thoug ht that on this
ground the contest could not be at
least successfull y mainta ined , or he,
perhaps , deemed it prudent to sound
a retrea t to a place where he could
not be so easily followed 5 or, perhaps ,
that it became a superior genius to
strike out of the beaten way : so that
he has not only seized hold of the
mai n argu ment , by which Poper y de-
f ends its wildest , boldest fancies, but
has so managed it, th at it may leave,
perhaps , a doubt in some minds re-
specting his orthodoxy on the genu-
ineness of the Scriptures , " The uni-
form, the universal , the undisput ed
testimon y of the Christian church."
In like manner , " I nfant Baptism is
of apostolical autho rit y, as being at-
tested by the unanimous voice of
Christian antiquit y," (very eloquent
language and of great authority, no
doubt ,) thoug h there is not one word
about it (Infant Bap tism) in the apos-
toli cal writings, (a very triflin g con-
sideration , indeed , according to thi s
writer ,) nor one word, which even by
inference or allusion , can be applied
to it in the apostolical f athers* Posi-
tive testimonies in the apostolica l
writings there are none , by his own
confession -y and the inferences all go
in the contrary direction . In the
apostolical fathers , as they are called,
there is not a single allusion to any
thing like Mr. B.'s I nfant Baptism ,
the sprinkling of babes : to wha t has
been called Believer 's Baptism and
Adult Bapt ism, there are the clear est
allusions . Baptism was considered of
impor tance ; an d, jud ging by the con-
sequence afterward s attached to I nfan t
Bapt ism, must have been of some
then ; and yet , thoiigh resting solely
on apostol ical authority, it is never
once ment ioned or allud ed to in the
above w ritin gs.

But be these matters for the pre sent
as they may , when the gentleman has
not thought proper to pot bia own

On Mr. Belsltarris Censure of
' ' Robinson.

{Continue d from p. 389.)
Sir , July  2^ 1818,

MR. B. " But in vain did I search
the pages of Mr . Robinson for

3 single fact or argument to elucidate
the much controverte d question con*
cerning Infant Baptism/ '

Mr. B. had just before inform ed us,
that he had been reading Mr. R/s
Histor y with grea t avidity9 and afte r-
wards , that having searched in vain,
he closed the book with disappoint-
ment and regret This app eal to our
pity shoul d be allowed its claim • Who
would refus e pitying the poor man
that should dig for diamonds in a coal
mine, or for pearls, in a clay-p it ; and
vyho the anxious inquirer , that , in a
History of baptizin g men and women
by immer sion, should expect to find
read y-fabricated facts and fine-spu n
ar guments , for what Mr. B. calls In-
fa n t Baptism ? This is the proper
business of those who write the his-
tory of Inf ant Baptism or 1 reatises
concern ing it ; and this has been done
by those writers who are of any
account in that contro versy. They
have, as it became them , elucidated
their own view of the subject under
several heads.

In a Plea, howev er, for Infant Bap-
tism, lately publ ished , I do not find
the writ er has elucidated his subject
in a single instance : for, to rest the
authori ty solely on tra dition, is not to
elucidate it. but to leave it in obsc u-
rity. Tjertullia j i, Iren fleus, Orige n and
Justin Marty r, to whom he refeta,
would nc>k be of much authority, if
admitt ed, to be of any, unless it should
be allowed to extend to the other su-
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shoulder \o th e wheel, it must be
deemed unreasonable to call upon Ju-
pifer.

Mr , R. has not only done his own
part in this business, but that of Mr.
fe. too. As counsel for Adu lt Baptism ,
he was engaged for his client , but he
never loses sight of the opposit e part y;
and we ought rat her to say, that Mr.
R. overflows with facts and argument s
relative to it, than that he is defective.
His facts and argument s may, indeed ,
in the jud gment of some, make against
Infant Baptism : still , whichever way
they tel ), they are facts and argumen ts,
and they elucidate Baptis m, infant as
well as ad ult , by disengag ing it from
all foreign mixtur es.

In t reating of the character and
mission of J ohn the Baptist , and of
the baptism ad ministered by him, he
observes , (p. 5,) " the word is con-
fessedly Greek , tha t native Greeks
must understand thei r own language
bette r than foreigners , and that they
have always understood the word
baptism to signify di pping ; and , there-
fore, from their fi rst embrac ing of
Ch ristianit y to this day, they have
always baptized , and do yet baptize
by immersion :" and he shews , iii
numerous instan ces, by undou bted
testimonies from the earliest fathers
of the G reek Churc h, as they are
called , *' that it was so administered
by the earliest Christians ' (an d see
furthe r p. 583, a Review at- large of
the ap ostolical church es) * This is ano-
ther fact ; he then proceeds to con-
sider the places where , and the per -
sons whom, part icularl y J esus, John
bap tized ; and he thereb y elucidates
the subject with more learning and
ingenuity than , perh aps, it required ,
to p. 2<J .

He traces the critical sense of the
word s bapto, baptismo s, &c. p. 7.
This has been done more at large by
Dr. Gale, allowed to be an excellent
classical scholar, and well-acquainted
with mat ters of antiquity ; thou gh
whether the sense adopted by him, is
to be unive rsall y received, or that
more qualified one, which* accordi ng
to Mr. Walker and Mr. Wall, besides
dipping , will admit of u a pa rtial
mersat ion into water /' I shall not stop
to inquire. Still Robinson does not
overlook, but freq uently illustrates
Paedoba ptism, In chap , xxxvii. under
the head of Reformed Baptism, he

considers the subject much at large,
exhibiting it as it is practise d in all
the Reformed Church es; and in p.
537 , he gives a minute account of a
baptism of this kind , in the pers on of
an administrator of Infant Baptism;
and to my apprehen sion, I own, he
throws considerable light on it.

He, however , shews by repeated
appeal s to the New Testament , that
bapt ism, in his jud gment , was always
perform ed by immersion ; and with
respect to the subjects of it, that it
was men and women , or person s capa -
ble of repenting, believing and acting
for themselves . These are facts, and
they become arguments , to shew th at
there was no spri nkling of bab es in
these times, and th ey are mentioned
by him not owly once or twice, but
are repeatedl y enforced .

In p. 430, he points out the tru e
origin of the first law for inf ant-spr ink-
ling among Christian s, and appeals, in
accounting for it, to an undeniab le
historical fact. He observes, p. ' 13$,
that baptism was universal ly (follow-
ing Basnage , Thesaur. Mon ument Ec-
cles. &c.) perfo rmed by immersio n,
single or trine , till the fourt eenth cen-
tury ; that from thence till after the
Reformation , it was generall y per -
formed by trine immersion ; that pour -
ing or sprinkling began to be allowed
for baptism onl y in the eighth cen-
tur y, in cases of necessity ; and that
in this count ry sprinkling was never
declared valid , ordinary bapt ism, till
the Assembl y of Divines, in the time
of Cromwel l, influenced by Dr . Light -
foot, pronoun ced it so.

And here , by the bye, let it be ob-
serve d, tha t the sprin kling of new-
born babes is a thing very different ,
accordin g to him, either from adult
bapt ism or infan t baptism. The word
in fant , together witli many othe r
w ords synony mous with it, he sh§ws
to be a vague word , and that there is
wo forcin g an y thing determinatel y
from its use. It may mean a new-
bor n babe or not. In the earl y and
middl e ages, nay up to our own time,
it was used for a minor. lu the Eas-
tern and Weste rn empires infancy was
the period from the birth to twenty-
fiwe yeajv of age, p. 140 : after their
dismemberment , eighteen , twenty pr
twent y-five years limited the term of
infanc y, according tfctlie different taws
of the Vandak uXombardd , Saxons* &c.
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Circum stances and facts, therefore ,
must direct its tru e meaning, and to
such facts Mr. Robinson alludes very
liber ally. He elucidates this subject in
the cleares t mann er and with much
learning, chap. xix. from genuine his-
tor ies, monumenta l inscri ptions , au -
thentic record s and ancient laws : and
he shews also, that were all that is as-
serted concerning Infant Baptism ad-
mitted , much of which , however, he
denies, still that it would not app ly
to the sprinklin g of new-born babes .

But the great mora l argument which
Mr. Robinson grounds on the several
facts produced , and which ru ns throug h
his book , arises, str ictly speaking , not
from much or little water , but from
making th at , (reli gion,) which ought
to be a personal concern , to depend
wholly on the will of others : p. 47.
It has according ly, and he state s the
particulars much at large, been made
a great instrument of despotism , ra-
ther than of conversi on, of world ly
policy more than of religious zeal, of
paltry trafficking and gross avaric e
more than of moral and religious prin-
ciple, making Christianit y depend not
on argument , but on authority. It
enabled conquer ors and despots more
effectuall y to subject and enslave
whole nations ; popes and ecclesiastics
to extend the empire of the Cat holic
Church ; monk s, of the most grovel-
ing cha racter , to obtain immense re-
venues for religious houses. In short ,
the baptizing of babes became a spe-
cies of stat e and church genera lship,
a sort of kidnapp ing and traff icking
with souls, as por tentous and ruino us
as the slave trad e ever was. This
subject is elucidated by facts enough
in the Hist ory of Bapti sm, See the
dreadful instan ce of the Emperor
Charlemagne and the Saxons, p. -282 ;
of the efforts of Augu stine to bring
in the baptism of babes , p. 202, &c;
of Monachism connected with bap-
tisiq, p. 37O*

Mr. Robinson found and left " bap-
tism one of the most curious and
complicat e subjects of ecclesiastical
history." Some frolicsome wits of
f ormer times called the exorcism , pre-
vious to baptism , or the expelling of
the Devil by sprinkling Holy Water ,
the Devil s Baptis m ; but it was in
reference to Its immoral effects,, that
some old Baptists < allt<l that admi-
nistered wd received iw the Fojpish

Church , not God's, but the Devil's
Bapt ism. See History of Baptism , p*
S94. * . -

In what Mr. R. says of Infant Bap-
tism, more generally  of the origin of
the. baptism of babes in Africa , in the
time of Cyprian , chap. xxii . and in
the subsequen t chapters , of the first
law for the baptism of babes in Africa,
A. 416-—of the reduction of baptism
in the East from men to min ors, and
from minors to bab es—of the firs t
ecclesiastical canon in Europe for the
baptism of babes—-of the fi rst law in.
Europe for bap tizing babes , A. 7$9,
and the effects of it— of the transit ion
from childr en in a catec humen state
to that of ba bes ; in all this there is
much that is highly probable , much
that is certai n, and all displays vast
ingen uity and great resea rch ; at all
events, it abounds with historical facts.

In short , it should seem as th ough
Mr. R., in his way of elucida ting ^ had
some presentime ntal sympathies (if I
may so speak) with such read ers as
had bad eyes or weak memories , and
with such as are more affected with
what is agreeable in liter at ure, or
plausible in the eyes of the world,
and commendatory to the bulk of pro-
fessing Christians , than important in
bapti sm. Hence, perha ps, much that
he says on Pagan lustration , chap,
xxxiii. and in the following chapters ,
of Christian l ustration , of Christian
lustration app lied to baptism, of infant
sprinkl ing, as a sort of Christian lus-
tration , and of the other miscellaneous
articles , which he finds " nearl y or
re motely connected with baptism. "
In all this range of reading which is
gone through , it might , perh aps, with
some truth be said , that the author
disp lay s more of a fondness for litera -
ture , and finds greate r exercise for
genius, than the subject absolutely
required ; but will any one say there
is neither fact nor argument > In sober
truth , Mr. R. not only elucida tes ad ult
baptism , infant baptism and babe -
spr inkli ng, in the most cop ious man *
ner , but the twenty-two ceremoni es
and superstitions connected with them,
consecration of the water , exorcism*chrism* &c. This is. done with con-
sidera ble ingenuity, and so as to found
on, some of them an argument in ft-
vour of adult bapt ism. H istory of
Bapti sm, chap, xxxvi. JZ ven aposto-
lical tradition is not pawed over with -
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out some elucidation . I was almost
tempted to copy the whole passage,
but two or thr ee of the first lines shall
suffice : " They went , (those who ob-
tained the first law for Infant Bap-
tism ,) therefore , on the forlorn hope,
and a plain tale puts them down ; they
did not pr etend to ground Infant Bap-
tism on Scriptures , but on tradition ;
and as they could not possibl y cite
a law , huma n or divine , they vent ured
to place it on un iversa l custom . H ad
custom been for it, an d reaso n against
it, reaso n shoul d have take n plaice of
custom. But with what possible de-
cency could they venture to assert
this ?" This question Mr. R. eluci-
dates , by asking a few more plain
questions and stating a few facts. One
great crime , however , he has certainly
committed. He will not admi t , that
th e, sprinkling of a new-born babe is
Infant Baptism : and he prove s, that
whi le the Greeks always ad ministered
(as before obser ved) baptism by im-
mers ion, that the La tins introd uced
aspersion in favour of the northern
Chris tians: p. 428.

Surel y then , it must appear from
the above statement , that your writer 's
regre t far want of facts and argu -
ments , was as unfortu nat e as it was
unnec essary ; that it was altogether
without reason , and a littl e pFema-
tu re-

Mr. B. u In vai n did I seek for any
proof , that either Chris t or his apostles
bad ordained the app lication of bap-
tism to the descendants of baptized
person s, but had limited the rite to
those onK who are of adult age.*'

H ere agai n your wri ter 's anxiety,
how ever much to be pitied , appears
to be quite needless : for Mr. R. has
even been generous.

He produces distinct proo fs, in
chap , viu of the institu tion of baptism
by Jesus Christ , where he connect ^
being baptiz ed with being taug ht,
agreea bly to the baptismal form.
44 The ord er ," he says, ru ns, ** teach
all nation s, bapiizing the m. The thin g
speaks for itself, the st y le is popula r,
\he sense plain/ ' In the princi ples of
(he king dom of Christ there is neither
fraud nor for^e, nor is it suitable io
the dignity of the Lord Jesus to take
one man by conviction , and his ten
children hy  surprise ; and , *' the p rac ~
tice of the ^ap ostles* who understood
the words , no doubt, Ts the best ex-

position of the language , p. 44. tie
elsewhere endeavou rs to shew, inci-
denta lly, th at such passa ges of the
New Testament as are usuall y int ro-
duced in this controversy, are not hi
point.

In chap. viii . of apostolica l bapt ism,
he shre wdly observes , " the book
( the Acts of the Apostles) is full of in-
formation j and in regard to bapti sm
it informs as well by what it does
not say, as by wha t it does. There
are freq uent narrations of the baptism
of believers , but not one infant appea rs
in the whole history ; yet , no doubt ,
some Christians had married , and had
young families within the thirty years
between the ascension of Jesus and
the settl ement of Paul at Rome." He
thro ws much light , in my jud gment ,
on the passage , (and the advocates for
Infant Baptism lay great stress on
that passage ,) which relates to &te~
p hanns 's household ; and I think it will
be found there is not a single text in
the New Testamen t, which is brou ght
into this controversy on Infa nt Bap-
tism, which is not incidentall y and,
more often , criticall y examined.

Now, thoug h this History brin gs
no proof from tradition , yet as it docs
from apostolical author ity, certain per-
sons surel y ought to allow it to stan d
for someth ing.

Furth er, the question on the bap-
tism of the descendants of bapt ized
persons depends , as every one ac-
quainted with this controversy knows;
on anoth er concernin g Jewish Prd se-
lyte Baptism. Into the latter; the
History of Baptism en ters at sufficient
lengths. The autho r admits , that the
Jews had washin gs, common , tradi -
tional , ritual and extraordinary, bat
denies that there was a Je wish Pro-
selyte Baptism, and says, " tha t it
could not be pretended seriousl y, that
it was in stituted by God ; that it was
introduced by the Jewish rabbins ,
since the introduction of Ch ristianity .
A fact it is," he says, u beyond all con-
tradiction , that this same proselyte
bapti sm is no baptism , but , as Dr.
Benson trul y says, a very different
thin g, in which infan ts could have no
share. " The argum ents he employs
on this subject , and the inferences that
he makes are the same as those intro-
duced by Dr. Benson , Dr. Gale and
Dr. Gill, men at least of some autho-
rity in matters of Jewish ant iquities *
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Now, whether gentlemen may
choose to side with Dr. Lightfoot or
Drs. Gale , Gill and Benson, on this
disput ed point of prosel yte baptism,
all men unquestiona bl y very conver-
sant in J ewish antiquities , with th is I
hav e no concern : but surel y it is too
much to insinuat e, that Mr. Ft. has
not gone into the proofs and argu -
ment s on this subject , when he has
pr oduced them in chap , v, at large ,
and frequentl y touched upon them in-
cidentall y elsewhere.

Again , other distin ct proofs, on this
subjec t, he considers under the head
of " -Baptism - connected with Juda -
ism/' where he observes , p* S87, ** the
union bet ween baptism and the cove-
nan t of God with Abraha m and his
family, of which circumcision was a
sign, is to be placed among these arbi -
trary Jewish associations ; for the New
Testament doth not mention any such
union , neither is there any such con-
trac t between God and Chr istians,
nor is baptism a seal, nor is there any
likeness betwe en baptism and circu m-
cision, nor are the treatises on this
subj ect any thing more than hetero -
geneous combinations of allegory and
fency ; having no foundation in the
reason and fitness of things , and hav-
ing nothing to support them but de-
tached passages of Scri pture. " He
takes the same view of the subject
elsewhere , and in p. 537, he lets a
Paedoba ptist state his view of the sub-
ject under the New Testament , viz.
accordin g to the Confession of Faith
of the Assembly of Divines at West -
minster , " that the Covenant with
Abraham under the Old Testamert ,
and the Covenant of Grac e under the
New, do not differ in substance , but
are one and the same under var ious
dispensations ;" and he occasionall y,
in different pa rts of his work , opposes
the doctrine founded upon these ideas,
in regard to the childre n of believers.

Now here agai n, without stopp ing
to inquir e what Mr. Robinson 's ar -
guments on the above particulars
amount to, it is pretty clear th at the
insinuation which our writer intended
to make by  no proof, was of the same
sweeping charact er, as his not a single
f a c t  or argument , so they must all go
together. His disappointmen t should
not have been so serious.

Mr. B« " In vain did I look for any
opposition in the ear liest ages to the

early and prevailin g practice of Infant
Baptism."

Some, perhaps , would think it
enough to rep ly, what was not prac r
tised could not be opposed in the ear-
liest ages, (chap. i.—v. and xl.) : and
that it was not practised in the times
of the apostles, or of the apostolical
fathers , is pretty clear from what hai
been alread y said.

A greater part of the Caians (a sect
of heretic s so called) , did certainl y, in
the time of Tertullian , 6ppose and
entirel y reject water baptism ; and ,
of course , they must , a fortiori, have
opposed I nfant Baptism . Tertullia n
speaks of them as repelling, opposing,
destroy ing water baptism. They
formed , it is clear , societies or churches ,
according to Tertullian 's account of
them , and , indeed , und er as good au-
thority as Tertullian himself and his
Catholic Church , for they were all
alike, at the time, unprotect ed by the
civil magistrate. It signifies nothin g
to say these Caians were heretics.
Tertullia n himsel f afterwards joined
a church of thi s sect, (Montani sts,
who branch ed out from the Caians ,)
so th at, however heretical he had
though t them , he found out , at length,
that they had somethi ng good among
them .

Now Rob inson distinc tly notices
this people, and more than once. This
examp le, it should seem, ought to be
reck oned ear ly  enou gh. He speaks
of them as a branch of the Gnostics,
spoken against , as he says, by Paul ,
(2 Cor. ) and by John (l$t general
Epistl e), History of Baptism, p,
247. Mr , Robinson says of Mon-
tan us, ** He was one of the members
of this church , and that his chur ch
multi plied and spread itself all over
Asia, Afri ca, and a part of Europe /*
p. £70. He furth er supposes, that
Infant Baptism itsel f originat ed with
one branch of this people, and his
arguments are at once ingenious and
probable.

Even the single examp le of these
Caians ought to have kept your Cor-
responden t from sinking under his
anxieties. But they were heret ics.
Well then , what shall we say of Ter-
tulli an himsel f and hisCatholic Chur ch
at Carth age ? Robinson says, «« Th ia
book (De Bap tismo, on which Mr. B.t
I perceive , lay s bis great stress ), does
not provfe that infants were bapti zed

On Mr. BelshanCs Censure of Robinson. 437



at Carthage , and the pre-requisi tes,
which , Tertullian says, the Cartha ge-
nian Church demanded , were impos-
sible to infants. '' He describes bap-
tism " as it was practise d at Carthage ;
but it is the bap tism of adults by trine
immersion," p. 177. This is strictl y
true : thoug h, therefore , Tertullian
does not add ress the Church at Car-
thage, yet he speaks in its name and
under its autho r ity. He was a lawyer
by professio n, but he was an elder of
the churc h ; and he repeated ly speaks
as delivering the opinion and p ract ice
of the aggregate bod y of the Ortho-
dox, Cath olic Trinitarian Churc h at
Car thage, " He (Tertullian) adds , that
the baptism of childre n was not onl y
unsuppo rted by Scri pture , but it was
contrar y to the reasonable customs of
the church and the world/ ' These
are M r. Robinson 's words. And agai n ,
" This (Tertullian) is the first writer
who mention s the baptism of child ren ,
and he dissuades from it; but the ques-
tion is, whether he means natural
children or infants in law ." I thin k
it certai n, that he means the latter ;
and that Tertulli an himself, and his
Church at Cart hage, opposed Infant
Baptism as a regular practice , and in
the ordinary acceptation of the word.
So th at opp osition to Infant Baptism*accor ding to Mr. Re commenced with
the very introduction of Infant JBap ^
tism, and continued in its ear liest age,
long before the practice of sprin kling
new-born babes was even heard of.

To pr oceed ; it i& well known that ,
in a period a little later , many Chr is-
tian s rebaptized those whom they re-
ceived to their communion. Of this
nqmber was Donatus , and his fol-
lowers were numerou s ; and man y of
those who rebapt ized adults , opposed
Infant Baptis m. Whether Mr . Ro-
binson means that the Donatis ts gene-
ral ly opposed Infant Baptism , I will
not say ; but these ar e his word s, p.
215 : " With this view they admitt ed
none to baptism without a perso nal
pr ofession of faith and holiness , and
them they baptized , or , if they had
belonged to the great part y, they re-
baptiz ed." These were of the same
doctrinal faitjh vvith the Cath olic party ,
Trin itarians ; but it is certain , that
when speaking pf the Eunomiaa *,
wfro were Unitar ians, and who also
reb ^ptized those who came to them
from other (Trinita ria n) churches. M r.

Robinson says, " they reje cted Infan t
Bapt ism.1' He calls them , therefore ,
'* Unitarian Anabap tists," he adds,
" literall y so, for there was no sprin k-
ling then ."

He speaks of the Manicb seans again
and again as opposing and rej ecting
Infant Baptism. They abounded all
over the East. Th ese were the fol-
lowers of Manes , a Persian ph ysician.
" What is certain of Manes ," said Ro-
binson , " is, that he professed and
tau ght the Christian relig ion, and had
a great multitude of followers in the
thir d and succeeding centuries , called
after him Manichseans. " In a subse-
quent period , " theManich seans spread
the mselves, and form ed churches in
Ita ly, Armenia and Bulgaria. " Amidst
other particula rs of this virtuous and
num erous /people, (for such they ap-
pear to have been ,) he observes , " that
one of the most lea rned antiquarie s
hat h pro duced manuscri pts, which
prove they denied the baptism of in-
fant s •> ' and others who bad been inti -
mate with them , descri be thei r man-
ner of baptizing adults as that of the
Bogomilans and others is described
in the Greek Church. u Manichaeans
in Englan d," he add s, u would be
called Unitarian Baptists ; for Dr.
Moshei m hath proved they did bap-
tize adults , and that they did not bap-
tize any but such as desired it." Else-
where lie refe rs to Mosh eim again,
and produces his words at large. His-
tory of Baptism , p. 496. A branch
of this sect, (which appeared very
early in Afr ica,) as well as the Do-
natists , as, indeed * every one who
differed from hinu wer e visited by
Augustine with Revere persecution ,
con fiscat ion , deprivation , banishmen t
and death. He stimulated the emperor
to make violent law s against them ;
remonstrated against them, if they
were not put in execution ; nor would
he allow the followers and bishops of
these people, who suffered death for
their princi ples, the consolation of
considering them as mart yrs. Much
notice, the refore, is tak en of them in
the writings of Augustine , and thei r
oppos ition found him ample employ*
meri t.

Mr . R-, speaking of Augustin e**
bitterness against those who rej ected
Infant Baptism , asks, " Had he, who
pret ended he had been a Mauich sean,
never heard that they did not bapt ize
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infants ? Had other heretics escaped
his notice ? "Had he forgot himself,
when he had taxed the Pelag ians with
denying Infant Baptism ; and whe n
he complained , in another book , of
people who opposed it? If it were
an established , universal custom , for
whose use was the law made to cora ^
pel it? A thousand more such ques-
tions might be put , all tending to
contra dict the falsehood. Jerome knew
bette r, and expressl y mentions it in a
curious let te r to a Christian Lady, for
the purp ose of decoy ing her daughter
Paula into a convent , it should seem
to be instructed by her moth er, and
baptized/ ' P. 218.

In his Ecclesiastica l Researche s* (p.
559) under the Greek Church , he ob-
serves, " During the thre e fl r3t cen-
turies Chris tian congregat ions, all over
the East, subsisted in separat e, inde -
penden t bodies, unsupport ed by go-
vernme nt, and consequentl y without
any secular power over one an other :
all this time they were baptized
chur ches, and thou gh all the father s
of the four fi rst ages down to Jerom e
were of Greece , Syria and Africa, and
thou gh they give great numbers of
histories of the baptism of ad ults, yet
ther £ is not one record of the baptism
of a child, till the year 370, when
Gal ates , the dying son of the Empe ror
Valens, was bap tized, by order of a
monar ch, who sw ore he would not be
cont radicted ." Theod . Lib,, iv. Cap .
17. " The age of the prince ," con-
tinues Mr. Robinson, •** is unce rtai n,
and the assigning of his illness as the
cause of his baptism , ind icates clearl y
enou gh that Infant Baptism was not
in practice *"

The introductio n of Infant Bapt ism,
then, into the Greek Church , appears
to have been gradual , till it was esta-
blished by the law. But when their
rel igious rites were afterwards regu-
lated by ritual s, approved by human
aut horit y, he observes , on the au-
thorit y of writings and antiqu ari es,
of the most unexception able character ,
tha t even then the Illumina tions illus-
tr ate his doct rine ; one exhibits wha t
in the rituals is called Association or
Fellowship ;  and he adds , " that a
Bapt ist would suppose it was a repre -
sentat ion of John, in the act of form-
ing a Christi an Church /' P- 500.
He remar ks, that the most ancien t
ritual s of the Greek Church wer6 ori*

glnall y prepare d for adult s, and tha t
services were afterward s accommo-
dated to the use of children . His
observation s on this point are inge*-
nious , and , at the same time, prob able,
resting indeed on very ample testi -
monies.

Of the innumerable Christians of
t he East , who are not in communio n
with either the Greek or Roman
Churches , (484,) some of which formed
similar hierarchies , independe nt of
them , and oth ers were of no hierar -
chies, but always- retained their ori-
ginal freedom : among these people,
more than among the former , we may
expect, for obv ious reaso ns, to find
examples of the primitiv e practic e ;
but of them all, whether of the Esta -
blishment or Dissidents , hfe says, ** yet
they all administer baptism by immer -
sion , and there is no insta nce of this
contrary. '*

The patriarch of the Nestorian s
(Dissenters from the Greek Chur ch)
hat h under his jurisdictio n more than
four hundred and thirt y Metropolitan
and Episcopal Churches . Thefr ii-
tuals are adapted to the catechume n
stat e ; in the case of children , the
church supposes the pare nts have edu~
cated them. Thei r rit uals were com-
posed for adult baptism , and he thin ks
the baptism of little childr en was fi rst
introduced there by the patriarc h
Jes u Jabus , in the seventh century j
and thoug h the point may admit of
some dou bt, (as to the exact time,)
yet his op inion , by admitted facts, is
rendered highly probable.

To relieve , then , your Correspon -
dent 's anxieties on this topic, he should
be told , that in the History of Bap-
tism, the very earl y and universally -
prevai ling- pr actice of Infant Baptism
is denied , an d to my humble appre -
hension disproved ; that when it fi rst
appea red it was oppose d, an d con-
tinue d to be opposed, as long as meu
could oppose it , and that it was op-
posed , in the practice of men of the
opposite part y in almost every part
of the world . That even after despots
and civil magistrates and popes had
enforced Infan t Baptism as a nationa l
practice , the most learned anti qua -
rtes of the Catho lic Church , following
the evidence, which irre sistibly struck
them on ancient monuments , so far a$
the mode goes, *€ would laugh at such
as affect to rend er the word baptism
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sprinkling , or to give a high antiquity
to the practice. 1* P. 433. Four of
the most distinguishe d, in the cours e
of their elaborate disquisitions , have
written to prove the contrary , and for
vouch ers they appeal to " ancient mo-
nu ments and inscri ptions.11 It is suf-
ficient to mention the names of Paci-
audi , Dr . Jose ph de Vicecomes, of
Milan , Father Mabi llon and Mura-
tori. The Op inions of Fou r Learned
Catholics on Baptismal Aspersion, p.
433,

Of the Asian J acobites , who seceded
from the Greek Chur ch in the fifth
century, he remarks , " that they in-
habit Syria and Mesopotamia , and in
the last cent ury , were said to consist
of 40 or 50,000 families. Their bap-
tism is that of nomin al catechumens
by trine immersion , and the dur at ion
of adults by immersion may be ga-
thered from a canon of the patriarc h
Michae l, * which says, there was no
farther need of deaconnesses , because
mow the church baptizes children of a
tender aye, and not women as f or-
merly." Of another large class (Afri -
can Jacobi tes) he says, " AH these
Christians administe r baptism to chil-
dren by trine immersion , and imme-
diatel y after they give them the Lor d's
Supper. For their offices of baptism
were evident ly composed for adults ,
as all the other Eastern ritual s were ,"
pp. 489, 490. Of the Armenians ,
another large Eastern hie rarch y, he
observes , " They baptize children by
trine immersio n, but their ritual s are
composed for adults, and one of their
church officers is denominated an ex-
orc ist, the same as a catech ist, who is
directed at his ordin ation to prep are
catec humens for bap tism , by teaching
them to renounce Satan , that is, De-
monology."

Of the Georg ians, Mingrelians and
others , who inhabit India, Tartar y,
Muscovia , Persia , Turkey and Ar -
menia , he observes, ** They do not
baptize new -born babes , and they call
baptism , Nathli zema, Illumination. In
general they are not very eager to
baptize , an d Avitabolis mentions one
who was not baptized till after he
had been ordained a bishop. They

? Olim viri et mulieres baptizaban tis r,
»M«c vero F ilii Nestorianoru m baptizantur.
Timoth . II. Patriarchs de Baptismo, Cap .
J ih as quoted by Ilobinson , p. 486.

rebapti ze such as are reconverted to
the faith , and sometimes bap tize chil-
dren of two, some say of five years of
age, by washing, " p* 494.

Of the discip les of St. Joh n, who
reside in Tu rkey, Persi a, Arabia , In-
dia, and other park * of the East, he
remarks , that they inhabit only towns
watered by rivers , a^d in the June of
every year , accord ing to some travel -
lers,they hold a festival of bapt ism, and
are all annual ly reb aptized in a river .
Mr. Robinson suppo ses, rather , tha t
they administe r baptism once a-year ,
and that then they baptize only such
as had not been bap tized before , p. 495.

In p. 4Q6, he considers agai n th e
case of the Manichaeans , and he quotes
at large what he had only alluded to
before , the testimony of M osheim, (De
Rebus Christianorum ante Constants.
Mag.) who had so well studied the sub-
ject of the Manichaeans and baptism ,
in proof th at the ancient Manic haeans
opposed Infant Baptism ; and , in real
trut h, many of the sects, described
above , were but , as Mr. Ro binson
maintains , different branch es and de-
scendants of the old Manichseans.

He observe s, also, further , of the
Nestorians , " that they uniform ly den y
Ori ginal Sin ; they have an office for
unbaptized children , with provisioii
for such as are full grown \ they ar e
constant ly censured for delay iiig to
baptize their ch ildren till they are
three , four , six, eight , ten , or eighteen
years of age, and they have continued
the office of deacouness till this day,"
p. 487. According to th is account of
Mr. R. then , it does not appear that
the sprin kling of new- born babes was
ever practised by the Nestorians. He
says, " As it is well know n that the
O riental rituals , coming into the West
throu gh the hands of Roman Catholic
missionaries , hav e been uncon sciona-
bl y garbled , so it may be very well
doubted , whether the baptism of na-
tural infan ts he practise d by  any Nes-
torians , except a few whom the mis
sionaries have Latinized /* *

* J . A ymon Monumens Authentic ities
de la Relig ion des Grecs ; et de la faus-
sete' de p lusieurs Confess ions de Jf ?oi dej
Chretiens Orienta ucc produ ites par les
Prdlats de France. u Nous employeron s
tout cela dans cet outr age, pour y demon-
tre r jur idiquement la fausset6 die plus de
cinq cens at testations ,1' &c. Renaud ot *
Liturg. Orientall y
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Of th€ ChiETcse Christians he re-
marks , they are reputed prin cipally
Nestoriaus . He says, " they are de-
scribed as huma ne ahd benevolent ;
but as not bapti zing :" he adds , ** the
Catholics alway s affirm of such Chris -
tians , that they disused baptism , but it
is an error , as may be seen in the
foregoing account of the Mauicha &ans. ^
What he relat es of the Catholic mis-
sionar ies, wheu they went amon g th is
people, is comical enou gh, that in
thei r catechistical lectures relating to
baptism , the whole history of John
and Jesus , so far as it relates to bap-
tism, is suppressed , except his consti-
tuting Peter , and his vicar , the pope,
to baptize to the end of the world ,
44 Go ye, therefore , and baptiz e," &c.
This was, no doubt , Catholic policy to
keep out of sight the old heresy, of
baptizi ng adults by immersion , a doc-
trine not very favour able to their ideas
of Infant Baptism.

Now, Sir , I own it exceeds my
powers to reconcile what your Cor-
respondent insinuates with these facts
on this head , and with his fruitless
inquiries , relat ing to single denomina -
tions, single districts or churches, in
rel ation to Adult Baptism , when , by
prev ailing custom , he evidentl y means
universal ly prevailing custo m, as he
speaks elsewhere . That gentlem an's
powers , however , may exceed mine.

But if I can believe my own eyes,
he even adds , " In vain did I seek for
a single individual, who being the
child of baptiz ed parents , had his
baptism deferre d til l he was of ma-
tur er age." " Behold a t roo p comet h !"

I am sorr y, Sir , to be under t he
necessity of craving th e indulgence of
your readers once more ; but there
still remain a few words which ought
to be offered to meet your Correspon -
dent' s painfu l, and hitherto ineffectual ,
inquiries. Tertullian , too, ought not
to be forgotten .

D.
P, S. It is many years since I pe-

rused St. Augu stine's book on the
Tri nity, and his Medita t ions ̂  and ,
but for the circumstances which gave
occasion to these observations , I per-
haps might not have perused the m
again, in saying that A ugustine tel ls
us himself tha t he wrote his book on
the Tri nity when an old man, I spake ,
I per ceive, from imperfe ct recollec-
tions; On revertin g- to it, I see he

began it when a young mati, bud tha t
it being left incom plete, he finished
it and publ ished it when an old man.
It is not necessary to go into part i-
culars , but it is proper that the dis~
tinction should be noticed .

Hebrew New Testament %4t

June % 1818 ^
THE London Society for promo te

ing Christianity amongst ike Jews
have latel y put out a transla tion of the
New Testament into Hebrew , for the
use of the Jews. A copy was sent
to Mr. Moses Fersjtandig, a forei gner
resident in London , who thereu pon
add ressed the following crit ique upon
the wor k, in the form of a letter , to
the Chair man of the Society.

«« To the Chairman of the Meetin g
of the London Society for pro moting
Christian ity amon gst the Jews, Free -
masons ' Tavern .

" 139* Oxford Street,
" Sir , May 8, 18 J 8.

** I beg leave, th ro ugh you r me*
dium , to ret urn my best thanks to the
sub-committee of your society, for the
hooour they have don e me in makin g
me a present of a copy of th e New
Testament in the Hebre w language.
I deem it my duty, in consequen ce of
the flattering notice with which I have
been honoure d, to give my opinion
upon this tran slation , for the benefit
and guidance of this society ; and this
I shall do in the best and most candid
manner I am able , wit hout the least
intention of casting reflection upon
any one, but from the firmest con vic-
tion in my mind , of the truth of what
I am about to assert :—44 F i rst, The tran slation of the Four
Gospels will onl y be intel ligible to a
ver y good Hebra ist, to any other it
will not be clearl y un derstood , and
even to a good Hebra ist there will be
some difficulty .

" Secondl y, The remainin g part
(th e Epistles ) wi ll be unintelli gible to
any Hebra ist ; for, though it be printed
in a Hebrew type , I cannot call it the
Hebr ew language .

u Thirdl y, Having seen th e tr ans-
lation of the Epistle to the R omans of
the Rev . R. Caddick , M. A., of Jesus
Col lege, Oxford * it is, in my opinion,
far superio r to the present attem pt.

*' Fourthl y , Thus ' having given my
opin ion as to the demeri t s < f this
translation , 1 must here rema rk , that
the managers of the society wer^ (be-
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f ore they commenced the translation
'£f the Epistles) informed , that the
Gospels were , so bad ly translated th at
£hey were subjects of ridicule to any
J ewish reader ; and if you have any
conve rted Jew who thorough ly un-
derstands Hebrew , or any Hebraist
whateve r , who shall think the asser-
tions in this letter not warranted , I
am willing to meet him or them ,
either in pub lic or private , to discuss
t he matt er before an y competent ju dge
or jud ges, who may be appointe d for
that " purpose . I beg to suggest the
propr iety of your rea ding this letter
publ icly to the society at this meeting.

u I have the honour to be,
Sir ,

Your very humble servant ,
« MOSES FER3TANDIG. "

rac ter given it by the Editor of the
New Annuall $egi$ter9 €t  An ingenious,
libe ral essay, worth y of atteuti ve pe-
rusal ," (althoug h there are inte rspersed
one or two singular opinions , of the
correctn ess of which I have my
doubts ,) that last year , when I was on
a visit to my friend  ̂ I recommend ed
to him to publish a new edition ; ob-
serving , that it was likely to obtai n
at tent ion, corning from such a quart er,
from many perso ns who would not
att end to the subject when handl ed
by heretical Dissenters. It surpris ed
me, on conv ers ing wit h the aut hor ,
to find that he had read very few of
the treatises whi ch had been publishe d
on the subject, and had never heard ,
till I informed him, of the celebrat ed
tract of Jere my White 's; so that his
reasonings were almost entirel y the
worki ngs of his own mind : several
of his obser vations were, to me, equall y
ori gina l and ingenious.

It may, probabl y, fu r ther grat ify
your Correspon dent Brevis? to be in-
formed , that Dr. Brown is the author
of sever al other works, two of which
have been recentl y published. The
firs t , An A tte mp t towar ds n New JH& -
torical and Politi cal Exp lana tion of
the Book of Revelation ; or an Analy-
tica l In terp retation of the Allegorical
Phenom ena of the Revelation of St.
John , founded in facts, and the Course
of Society avbd Empire, from the com-
mencement of  History  to the Present
Time, in one volume, 8vo. This is
indeed an extrao rdinary performanc e.
I told my friend , soon after he favour ed
me with a copy, that as to several of
his inter pretations , I was on the pre-
sent , as on former occasions with other
commentat ors on this mysterio us, but
I fi rml y believed, inspired book, out
of my depth ; but that I had never
before read a comment u pon it , with
which I was so much entertained and
edified . This work displays consi-
derable talents , and many passages
ar e wri tten with great ener gy and
eloquence ; at abounds with excellent
reflections on the corrup tions of poli-
tical And ecclesiast ical governme nts,
the horrors of that disgrace of the
world in general , and of the Chri stian
world (as it is called ) in part icular,
war , mid on the natu re and impor tan ce
of civil and religious Jijber ty. The
Appendix, No. I- A Concise H istorical
Z<kdwii&n of the Proportionf that A$-

Sir , Jul y  Q, 1818 .

Fi answer to the inquiry of your
Correspon dent Brevis, [p. 881,] I

l*ave the pleasure to inform him , that
the aut hor of The Restitution of all
Things , pu blished in 17B5, is my much
respected friend , J ames Br own , D. D.
of Barnwel l, near Oundle. He was,
about fort y years since, appointed i>y
the A rchbishop of Canterbury, who
bad under his jurisdiction , as presiden t
of the societ y for propagatin g the
gospe l in forei gn parts, man y of the
parishes in the American colonies, to
the parish of kt. George's, Georg ia ;
but when he arri ved the re, that part
of the country was entire ly in th e
hands of the Americans , then fighting
for t heir independ ence, so that he
never reach ed the place ; but he was
appoin ted chaplain to the garriso n of
Savannah , an d afterward s chap lain in
the British arm y ; the lat ter of which
he holds on half pay to the presen t
day. Soon after the conclusion of the
war * he ret u rn ed with the arm y to
Eng land , 'w hen he published the pam -
phlet before-mentioned , in t he title of
which he announced hi mself 4€ late
tttttesionar y in Georg i a ; '* as th at was
his ori ginal appointment -

4t was onl y within these thre e years
th at the author of The Restitution of
till Things , lent me the pamp hlet, re-
quest u>£ me, at the same ti me, ** to
be car eful to return it , as he knew
ti&t of another copy in existencfe, th e
whfele work having been long out of
print/ 1 I perused it several times
<wtar , TOtl it fco wcU deserve* the cha-

445 Dr. Brown s Restoratioyinf all Things.



gress ivt Wars mid Conquests have al-
ways in their consequences proved not
less Misera ble and Destructi ve to the,
Conquerors than to the Conquered, &c.
containing about sixty pages, well
deserves to be printed separately ; and
I hope will be so printed by some of
the societies for promoting pea ceJ and
which, by the way, should tak $ some
raore effectual methods of publishing
their pro ceedings, and of enlarg ing
them circle,, which is yet very con-
fined.

The other work , pub lished within
these two years, is entitled , Joh n
Bull 's Bible, or Memoirs of the Stew-
ardship and Stewards of John BulVs
Jf ianar of Great Albion, from the Ear-
liest Timesr to the Present, in two vo-
lumes, 8vo. Thi s work , written much
io the style of Dean Swift, is an am us*
ing history of England, in which the
author considers the various alterations
which have taken place from ti me
to time in the Br itish const itution ,
and exposes the corru ption& of govern-
ment, in church and state, more espe-
cially those which have taken place
with in the past hal f century , with
uncommon freed om and energy . I
have not yet seen the work noticed
by any of our peri odical critics.
. The veneraW e author is now in his
75th year, residing ^ at a rur al and
y^ry pleasant village, within thre e
miles of Ound ie, where he does duty
twice every Sunday ; I was sur prised ,
whan on my visit to him, at the ani -
mation which accompa nied the deli-
very of two excellent sermon s, and
the reading of those to me, and I be-
lieve to most who attend them , tedious
services of the Established Church .
H$, however, was a? little fatigued,
after g<*iiig thro ugh the duties of
morning ^ad afternoon* th at he wa«
afte rwa rds a* lively ib-th Q social circle
a  ̂he had Me^ci in tjip pulpit.

B FLO WED

Moored Almanack , and was engaged
as a computer of the Nautical Alma?
nock durin g a period of fort y, year s.
I shal l feel obl iged by-you r inserting
th e note in the fort hcoming Mo&tbly
Repository.

WM. HENRY ANDREW S.
" Royston, March, 1^1%4€ Easter- day being fixed on Sun-

day, March $,% . 183 8, is perfectly
right , notwithstanding the ignora nce
of some people to the contr ary > it being
the ecclesiastical full moon, and not
the tru e full moon , th at govern * Eas-
ter-Sun day. Almanack-maker s canr
not fix that day as they please, they
are obl iged to compl y with legal au-
thorit y, and the usage of all Europ e*"

Evidence of Unbelievers* in Courts, of Justice. 44$

Ssji* Roya Um, March 18, 1BL& *
I^QR a jepjy t<» your remarks in

4. the Mpatbl y Rspssitoiry, [p.
14ft l Wpe^tiug, the* appointed time
<$ Easter in the pr^swt y^aff* V r^%
y^ilK t  ̂

the uotc below, w liiGh ^pj^^rcd
i<i the (iom^ty^Gbr ^uic q̂f 

tfci& 

we«k$
it w^f vvritt î b,v ;̂  very <icar ir§^y«
oft «HMfv ^- Uemy A»^w> 9i
RoMlfttib H«^ )ft^r j|o  ̂i^piat iuii, > I

^̂  tivtiik&i i&timmrtim tttilmttf

Sir , June 4, 1818*

I 
BEG leave to request room in
your Repository for an extract

from the Newspapers , of part of th^s
proceeding s in-the Commission Court,
Dublin , October the 31st, 1817; in
the cause , O'Connor agai nst Wariag*
The merits of the cause are uncon-
nected with my object in send ing, yoi*
the extiact , which is to bring into
discussion the question of the adimssi-
bleness of the evidence of unbel ievers
i n our cou rts of j ustice. I sometin ^^
guess th at I trace the pen s of geoti ^
men of the legal pr ofession in your
pages , and to thei r attenti on (if I b$
correct in my surmise ) 1 recommend
the subject. It is of some importanc e
to Unita rians , for it is d iscretio nary ;
with jud ges to pronounce what is> a»q
what is not unbelie f* The examining
counsel in the pr esent cause seems tq
hav e reckoned a belief in the atone *
tnent synonymou s with a belief i&
Christi anit y.

CANTABRIGI J&N SISv

** The next witness was Roger
O'Connor * Esq. H# underwe qt, %
cross -examin ation of nearl y three
hours ' durat ion.

Mr. Gpold-—Whaf j religion are y^pu
of?—j\. It would puzzle me to au-
8 wer that questi on,

<^U 1  ̂
tha  ̂

th e aipsw^r y^u} wpuhj
wish to have record ecl ?—A,. It vvquld
\>uzz.te nn  ̂ to afl^er that quej>)ti,ou ip
th  ̂mmmer yqu have pjut it, ff y^jn
mean w hat sect \ am of, I answer jpi^
t :mu vf no ^ct r but I bdicy  ̂ iq 

t^

«? «9 J^Hr ^^^W  ̂W*fcW«



of the atonemen t by our Saviour ?—
A. I believe there was such a person.

Q. Do you believe then in his divine
mission ?—A. I do not.

Here it was observed , that it was a
necessary infere nce fro m the answer ,
that the witnes s believed our Saviour
was an impostor.

Mr . O'Connor denied the justice of
the inference ; he s.aid he believed
Chr ist acted up to the doctrines he
profes sed—that he did not believe he
was an impostor , but that he was
rather the dupe of his own imag ina-
tion .

Mr. Goold then suggested that the
witness should be sworn on the Old
Testa ment.

J ud ge Daly—I t does not necessa-
ril y follow, that , because the witn ess
disbelieves the New Testament , he
must believe in the Old . His Lordshi p
asked the witness, whether he did
believe in the Old Testament ?

Mr. O'Connor — No—not in the
whole of it.

J udge Daly—Do you believe the
account which it gives of the divin e
-dispensa tion to the Jewish nat ion ?

Mr. O'Connor —I do not.
Several other questions , of a similar

tende ncy, were put to Mr. O'Connor
by the Learned Counsel.

Jud ge Dal y delivered a most mi-
nute and lumin ous charge to the jury .
His Lordshi p occupied upwards of an
hou r and a hal f in recap itulatin g the
evidence on both sides ; and referring
to that of Mr. O'Connor , felt con-
st rained to observe , that from the
tendency of the doct rin es which he,
O'Conno r , held , his disbeli ef in Divine
revelation , and in the mission of our
Saviou r , his evidenc e was , his Lord -
ship would say, not altogether disen -
titled to credit with the ju ry , but he
would say, it should be received by the
jury with diminished credit/ *

Sir , Maidstone, J une 6, 1818.
ALTHOUG H a stat ement of the

case of Mr . Charles Herbert has
alre ad y appeare d in the Reposito ry ,
[XII. 124,] and lias given rise to th e
liberal contribut ions of the friends ,
not only of Umtarianism , but of phi-
lant hrop hy an d humani ty in genera l,
yet it has been jud ged, that some
additional particulars in his own lan-
guage , and that of an int imat e fr iend,
(tende red such by being mad e ac-

. quainted with his character and treat *

. ment ,) will be found interesting.
» They will exhi bit a mind of no ordi-

nar y wort h and ener gy, strugg ling
with a spir it of persecution , whi ch
affords convincing evidence , that an
age and country of boasted light and
liberty is not witho ut a specimen of
intolerance in her genuine features ;
and since the venom of her bite is
stil l most severely felt by her guileless
victim , notwithst andin g ever y effort
to overcome difficultie s almost insu-
perable , in endea vour ing to establish
a school adequate to lhe support of
his very numerous famil y, it is hoped ,
that his case wil l still excite a sympa-
thizing interest ; and particul arl y th at
as his excellencies as a man and as a
teacher of youth , have received the
most satisfactory recommendations
from those who are fully competent
to jud ge of them , that it #ill be the
means of engag ing an att ention to the
Advertisement which will appear with
this Number ,

" When ," says Mr. Herbe rt , « I
was elected to the school in 1806, not
one of the trustees mentioned that
there was a will of the donor which
require d my belief of the Athanasian
Creed and of the doctrine of Ori ginal
Sin, which , if I had been made ac-
quainted with , I have no hesitation in
declaring, in the most solemn manner *that I should have wholly declined
the office." He had , indeed , given
up the appointm ent after his election ,
an d it was on ly in consequence of the
ex press desire and recommendation of
one of the trustees , that he at last
accepted it. Mr. H. *s Original Sin
consisted in a manl y independ ence of
mind ; in a disposition to think f or
himself, a disposition which, in what -
ever manner it appeared , was abhor-
ren t from the spirit of the officiating
curate. He declined teaching his own
children the Church Catechism by
rote ; he was guilty of some innova-
tions in his method of tuition , and in
the simplicity of his heart he observ ed,
in conversat ion with a neighbour ,
that 44 all wickedness is acquir ed,1*
crimes for which no reasons that he
could al lege, no ad vanta ges, however
satisfactorily proved , at tending his new
method , an d no adhere nce to the re-
quis itions of the donor , which he
strict ly observ ed in the educatio n of
the charity childre n, could in any Oe-
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gree atone * Thoug h after a strict
examination of his school by a com-
mittee , at which " the Reverend gen-
tleman presid ed," an " unwillin g testi -
mony was given to his success in
teaching ;" yet an opposite prej udice
was still car efull y cherished , 4t the
clerk running from one end of the
parish to the other , declaring, that the
boy s could not learn from such a me-
tho d," an d soon after a school was set
up against him at In / minge, adjoining
to Elham , with the avowed design of
having the children better taug ht.
" The next kindness (says Mr. H.)
attempt ed to be conferred on me,
was to displace me, because I took
boarders , which was deemed a nui-
sance, as if I taugh t the boarders and
neglected the charity children . This
attempt failing, 1 was left in quiet
possession of my school till —
made hisnappearance among us.

" The boys were soon called to re-
peat the Chu rch Catech ism before
—_— , ¦ 

who observed , that it was
of the highest importance , and on
hearing them, he was pleased to say
that they real ly went throug h it with
a great deal of propriety. Soon .after
calling upon me, he found me engaged
in readin g 3VTr. Lindse y on the Divine
Government , which he appeared to
notice , an d came no more to my house,
till he entered the school with his
brot her , for no other apparent business
except turning the books about , no
doubt hoping to find some Unitarian
tracts in the hands of the boys ; but
this was not the case* I had always
mo3t scrupulousl y observed the cove-
nan ts of the will , because I would not
violate the covenants of the dead. A
few minutes after he had left me, he
sent his clerk for me to attend a meet-
ing of the trustees ; I wera t, and afte r
some pause the Reverend gentleman
said , c Mr. H erbert , 1 observed last
Sund ay you did not rise when I read
the CreedsJ I own I was an gry at
this abrupt attack , and immediatel y
answered, that c I would not allow
——-, to dictate to me about
Cr eeds/ when he as hastil y answered ,
4 If you are not of the Ch urc h of
Eng land , I will immediatel y seek one
who- is.* Conscious that I had not
violated the will * I > the next day, ad-
dressed a letter to on the
threa t 1 had received from him, and
supported my faith in the Unitarian

doctrine , of which I declared my firm
conviction , but I defy him to point
out an abusive word in it. When I
afterwards asked ¦ for a sight
of it, he prete nded th at it was burn t,
thoug h it appe ared from the declara -
tion of anoth er gentlema n in his pre-
sence, that it was sent to London,
and was made the excuse for all the
cruel persecution with *which I have
since been pursued . I wrote —

a second lette r, stating, that if
he would point out any errors in my
opinions, I was open to convict ion ;
the only rep ly he made was, th at I
was boun d to believe the Athana sian
Creed , the miraculous concepti on and
the deity of Chris t, for their ant iquity^
owning, however , that he could not
explain them ; my repl y was, * who
then is to blam e, you who conti nually
preach a doctrine you cannot explain,
or I who, from the want of an expli-
cation of the difficulty, cannot believe
it ?' Notwithstandin g his * ackn ow-
ledged inability to solve my difficu l-
ties, he proceeded to attack me in
the most opprobrious terms from the
pul pit, charging me with holding
doctrines the most dangerou s to our
happ iness both here and here after ,
and calling on his congregation to
beware of such a man ; at which they
turned round to gape on me, with ap^
parent abh orrence. The next day lie
sent me a notice to quit my situati on.
The Sunday following the Rer . ¦

, from the same pul pit, insisted
that I was not a Christian , but a
Jew ; thus these Reveren d gentlemen
endeavoure d to conv ince me of my
* false reasonings ;' not a word of cool
argument , neither from them nor from
the rec tor , who appear ed on this oc-
casion afte r a five or six years > ab-
sence ; no, nor from his Grace of Can-
terbury nor Lord Eldon , to whom I
related my case, and only begged tha t
I might either be convinced of my
error , or allowed to keep my situat ion
until I could find another for my family
to move to.

<« On \s return , who, after
his pul pit at tack upon me, had left
Elham about three weeks, I waited
on him, to endeavou r to effect a re-
conciliat ion , but to no purpose. I
was then called before the whole of the
trus tees, and *—-, Esq. , after
reading my first lette r to —- *——,
containing a statement and defence of
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my sentiment s, burst into, a violent
passion, said be never before had
heard of such opinions, that lie Jtad
been a fr iend to me, but never would
any more. To the questions of the
$Lev. , of Denton , I replied ,
that I did not believe in the deity of
Christ , but rega rde d him as one of
the great est of the prophets , that he
rose fro m the dead , and that he was
the son of Josep h and Mary ; but
observed , that I had not violated the
Will in teaching , though 1 was not
made acquainted with it when I was
elected ; and therefor e hoped they
Would consider my famil y, and al low
me to remain until I could find a situ-
ation ; * No,' said Sir ,
• that may not be until the day of
eternity , you have done harm enoug h.'
Mr. ¦ ¦ ' ¦ the next day read to me
tfee fifty-third chapter of Isaiah , and
asked what I learnt fro m it, I an-
swered c that Jesus Christ was a suf-
fering man like our selves y * Then ,*
s^ys he, ? nothing can be done. ' At
tie ensuing Christmas , the chari ty
tipys were taken from the school , and
JiJI the others except five or six. An
att orney was now employed to eject
me, and at the expiration of the term ,
the sheriff 's offi cers were sent into tny
house, who thre atened to turn Ivirs.
Herbert , children , goods and all into
the street. I wa3 absent , striving for
a situat ion in London , when I received
this information. I had scarcely time
allowed to load the waggon s, and was
obliged to quit the house in the middle
of the night , the rain pouring down
in torrents on a wife and nine children ,
which continued the whole time they
were on the road to Dover , and I was
not cert ain that I had a place to put
them in when they arr ived ; th us was
I 'driven from the means of pro viding-
fbr them , having left about forty
scholars , and havin g had six boarders ,
and at one time three clergymen 's sons/*

In the midst of their difficulties Mr.
Herbert relates , th at -r- told
Mrs. Herbert , " if her h usband put a
pistol to his head and blew out his
brains , or died in a jail , it would be
of no consequence ^' and Sir

... , , ... ¦¦ said to her , that " if he met
Mr. Herber t on the road in wan t of a
piece of bread * he would not give it
kite"

Mr . Benjamin Marten , minister ©f
ihr Genera l Bagrt iife 8kmheky< a* -Dover,

who is the intimate and truly sympa-
thizing frien d above alluded to, bear*
his testimony to " theexem plary man-
ner in which Mr. Herbert has, dis-
charged fa is duty in the various relati ons
of life ; indeed , his character , both , as a
man and a teacher , challenges th*
scrutin y of his enemies,-and he has
friends remaining in the Established
Church , who have stepped forward
to declare his merits. "

He adds , " I wish Mr. Herbert had
been more circumstantial as to his
own persona ] and famil y sufferings.
I have conversed with him occasion-
ally on this head , but his feelings hav«
been overcome, and I have found ifc
necessary to drop the subject. The
eldest daug hter, an interesting girl
of about fourtee n years of age, who
began to. be most useful to the mother ,
fro m her anxiety io consequence of
thei r trou ble, was seized with a dis-
order , which produced a consum ption ,
of which she died a few months ago.1*

For the particulars of Mr , Herbert 's
pr esent situation and system of in-
stru ction , we refer to the Advertise -
ment. By a list now befojpe us it ap-
pears , that ahout five month s ago his
pupils amounted to forty, of which
two only (the sons of Mr . Marten ,
who lives several miles distant from
Dover), are boar ders. As the annual
rental and taxes of his house , intende d
for th e accommodation of boarders *amounts to £50, it appear s on a com-
putation that the net t income from
his school , at th at time, could hardl y
reach £20 per annum ! Under these
circumsta nces it was impossi ble he
could avoid contracting debts , the
amount of which ar e stated to be
£37 2s. 6§d. Since that time his day*
scholars have been increasi ng, as he
has given universal satisfaction to the
parents. Indeed , his success in tuition
has excited admiration , the progress
of his pupiJs in general being extra *
ordinary, and in some instances such
as, wer e it not at tested by th ose who
have experienced it, would appe ar
almost incredible. Mr , Herbert is
one who takes partic ular del ight in
the instruction of childre n, which baa
led him to adopt variou s improve-
ments in the method of teaching, some
of which are: peculiar to hmaseH and
have been found to be attended with
grea t advantages . . lie act a. as au.kii ul
of fijnst monitor im Mm spfeook ka4i**g
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the understandings of his pupils by
easy gradatioivs through the funda-
mental rules of arithtnfiti c, conducting
them by continual practice, yet witii
little appearance of drudgery, through
the elements of spelling and reading
to propriety of pronunciation, and by
the like particular attention to, and
continual exercise in writing, facili-
tating in a degree certainly uncom-
mon, their progress in th is art. His
disposition estranged from severity,
and characterized by mildness and
feel ings appears in all his conduct to-
wards them, and while they experi-
ence nothing like severity of treat-
ment, they are constantly accustomed
in the hours of business to a regular
and silen t series of application.

It ought to be mentioned as reflect-
ing credit on our Unitarian and Bap-
tist friends at Dover, that no exertion
has been wanting on their part to
support him in his undertaking", and
to assist him in maintaining his nu-
merou s family $ in which they have
received the concurrence, by occa-
sional contributions, of friends at
Maidstone and Battle in the course of
the present year. But while no man
oaii feel a deeper sense of gratitude to
** those worthies/' as he expresses it,
*' whose benevolence has saved him
and his family from the jaws of de-
struction," yet none can be more de-
sirous of at once rendering himself
independent, and in some degree mak-
ing a return for their kindness, by a
faithful discharge of his duty as the
conductor of a boarding-school. J* If
my friends," says he, " entrust me
with the care of their young gentle-
men, I will exert every nerve to for-
ward them in their education, and
pay every at tention to their morals and
comforts of every kind. It would,"
he adds, " be most preposterous to
imagine that there exists no prejudice
against a Unitarian schoolmaster, 1
am certain I shall never get a school
without the strong arm of union from
my friends.0

THOMAS PIN E.
frfci .

Improved Version to Act* xx. &£»
I am sorry to be obl iged to spoil the
jokes of your Correspondent B* {p.
381,] upon my unfortunate name; but
I think I shall be able to shew, tlmt
a little attention to the subject would
have enabled him to find out my
meaning, as well as Birch's and Gries-
bach's, amidst the mist which either
he or I (your readers must say which)
have thrown around it-

It would, perhaps, be quite suffi-
cient for all reasonable persons, thai; I
should begin and finish with the sim-
ple matter of fact, which I stated in
my far#rier letter, as the result of ac-
tual examination, that the Vatican
reading was ©es ; considering al$o
that Griesba^h so understood Birch*as is proved by his having, in his las*
edition, affixed a mark of probability
to that reading which was wanting
in the former editions, but this, which
one would suppose \vas the only
thing worth inquiring into, seems to-
tal ly disregarded by B*, who means
to be perfectly content if he can make
out from Birch's recollections and
negative inferences, that as far as he
could remember, the reading was not
<3te»* This mode of t reating the mat-
ter, setting aside the jcourtesy of it*puts one in mind of the person who
took in hand, bv the most conclusive
reasoning, to convince his neighbour,
who had unfortunately got into the
stocks, that no one could possibly have
committed such an outrage u pon his
person. The only reply that the su£
ferer thought necessary to make to
this Samaritan was, " But they have
done i t ;" and in like manner to B/s
reasoning, from which he comes to
the satisfactory conclusion, that the
Vatican cannot be Ose, I must an-
swer, '* But it unfortunately is so.*'

The truth, however, is, that B. is
altogether mistaken in his un derstand*
ing of the several notx*s and references
in question, which, 1 before obserwedi
cannot boast a very lucid arrangement
in the London edition. It must ap-
pear odd to B., if his reading be cor-
rect, that Gjriesbacb, with Birch be-
fore him, should state an affirmative
for the mere purpose of adding * p &
gative ia a n ote, and vet such would
be the case if B. is right-

There is* in fact, no r«al retraction
either by Griesbach or Birch,. of the
statement that tbe Vatican *e*W «
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BREVIS €»»e lahoro, obscmrus&o,

! has been often said or sung, and
I hope will be received e» an excuse
for amy ^obscurity whk h mny fairly be
nnfmta tble to my f ormer <3^mmanica*
^oo, (& a»l#] oa tbe ante of th *



©«*. The story at full length is this :
Birch (see his Variae Lectiones in
Acta Apost , Haun. 1798, p. 49),
gave the Collations of the Vatican and
other MSS. upon this verse, as fol-
lows, taking (let it be always remem-
bere d) the received text of Stephens
as his basis, and designating the MS.,
commonl y called the Vatican, (Gries -
bach's B ) by the appellation —Vat .
1200-

*• Acts xx. 2fc: ®ea] re Kvp ie Vat.
367. Barb. S77. ts x vpia Gea
Ven. 10. re icvpw koci ©£8 Vat.
366, 760, 1160, 1210. Alex . Vat. 29,
&c. Lectionem textus habent . Vat.
1209.—Laur. 1 Laur. S2.—Pint. IV.
Vind. 1, 34, a prima , manu. Vind.
S6- tq thi s aiuaro $] re ot,i[Aa,To<;
re 1&8, Vat. 367 , 1209."

On printing the concluding volume
of his work , which contains the Variae
Lectiones ad textum Apoealypseos,
Birch , throug h that extreme caution
and accuracy , for which he is so justly
celebr ated , thought it his duty to tell
the pub lic exactl y how the case rested ,
thoug h he, in his own mind , had no
doubt on the subject , nor Griesbach
after him , and he there gives the pas-
sage which B. has quoted , and which ,
if he will allow me, I will take the
liberty of asserting, is no ret ra ction ,
but to be simp ly to the following
effect : " I have in the former volume
stated posit ively that the Vati can reads
&ea ; but when I look over my papers
which contain my Collations of this
MS. 1 can find nothing at all abou t
the reading &ae, or any other readin g
in this place , so that I cannot ta ke
upon myself to say with certaint y
what the MS. reall y contains. I have ,
however , scarcel y any doubt that , if
there had been , in thu p lace, any vari-
ation fro m the received text , (©£#,)
I should have particularl y observed it,
because I al way s paid peculiar atten -
tion to th is passage in every M S. I
cannot tel l, therefore , how the Vatican ,
1209, came to be inserted , but it is
plain , from what I have stated , that I
cannot speak positivel y on the sub-
ject, and that it must be struck out. "

In this state G riesbach found the
question , and having no doubt any
more than Birch , that if there had
been any variation from the received
text, Se&9 the Professor must have no-
ticed it, he places the Vat ican in his
Appendix as supp orting 0*0 $ but that

every reader may jud ge for himself,
he gives his authority for so doing by
quoting Birch 's last observations on
the subject.

Your Correspondent B. seems to
have been led into his misconstruct ion
of these observation s, by not keeping
in mind a most material fact, nam&l y,
that &ea was the lectio, and any other
reading the variotio, and has most
ingeniousl y suggested an alteratio n of
the text , which , to be sure, favou rs
his object very well , but destroys the
true reading of the passage. If he
rem embers that Sea was the readi ng
of the text which Birch took for his
basis, lie will see that when he says,
" Si hie [not /ne e] in codice nostro
ohtinuisset ^arietas lectionis ," he could
never mean so to design ate the stan-
dard to which he was referring all his
Collations.

This mistake , however , runs through
B/s postscri pt , and under that delu-
sion he gives his concluding para-
grap h. " As however we have got
the manus cri pt examined by Professor
Birc h, and as he has not discovered
this peculiar reading , I for one shall
be content , upon his aut hority, to be-
lieve the word God is not to be found
in this tex t , in the Vati can MS, Had
the word been there , it is hardl y pos-
sible, that the Professor should have
overlooked it , or neglected to have
noted so important a variati on."

Every word of this passage, your
readers will easily see, is fallacious. In
the fi rst plac e, it is unsu pported by
B/s own shewing. Even as he un-
derstands Birch , he expressl y states ,
that he can say nothin g positivel y
either one way or anoth er. In the
next place, I should like to ask B.,
when he talks of this " important
variation ," what readin g it is that he
takes ®£8 to be called a var iation from
by Birch , or what , upon his way of
interpretin g the Prof essor, he sup-
poses the readin g of the Vatic an to
be ? Admitting his whole reasoning,
I cannot see that it would make any
thing in favour of Kvp tov, the reading
which the Improved Version and Gries-
bach ad opt : it may st i l l  be Kvp iov teat
®£&f 0es koci Kvp iov, or any other
equall y objectionable readin g- Before
B. can shew that Birch calls 0*e a
variation , he must tell us Syhat the
Professor made his standard ; a p oint
about which no one who lodka a*
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Ills Varite Lectioues can have any
doubt.

The Impr oved Version is, I think ,
under ho great obligations to such a
defender as B» I was willing to be-
lieve, (and indeed never had any sus-
picion to the cont rary,) that the mis-
statement there arose merely from the
blundering way in which the note is
jumbled up in the London edition * or
from overlooking the Appendix in the
second edition, which might easily
happen . B., however * has mad e the
blunder to be of a more serious cha-
racter , . and on that account I am glad
to have draw n some attentio n to the
subject, that it may be corrected , and
not offer such van tage groun d to the
host of Ph ilisti nes, who would be glad
to avai l themselves , if they observed
it , of such an opportunity to revile our
critical sagacit y or honesty.

I may at a future opport unity claim
vour insertion of a few historical or
criti cal observations upon this MS.
which is thu s rendered very interest -
ing*, inasmuch as it is important to
inquire what degree of auth ority its
patron age may be considered as im-
partin g to a reading which is found
in no other MS. of any note ; althou gh
one would suppose , that if the Vatican
wer e of such high antiquity as is ge-
nerall y believed and consid ered to be
proved , and that th is is its original
readin g, man y would have been found
of the same school , and adopting the
same readings.

I would only observe afc present ,
tha t its reputation has been a good
deal questioned among critics , thou gh
Bir ch seems to have broug ht it very
much into credit again. It is ex-
t remely to be regretted that Gries-
bach did not live to superintend ano-
the r edition of his work , so far as
rega rds, at any rate , the Acts of the
Apostles, the notes and text of which
wer e all pri nted , without the assist-
ance of the Vatican Collations ; for it is
qu ite etenr , that the additional infor -
mation would have occasioned (par-
ticularly in the present passage ) a
complete re vision, and it would have
tur ned that most excellent critic 's pe-
culiar attenti on to the weight of au-
tho rity which th is deviatio n of the
Vatican tttm the other ancient MS8.
(more eftpecially the Alexandrine )
which It in gehtr&t cldaer follows)
can |>* abtifthlered m giving to the

exploded readin g ©£»• I confess the
an omaly makes me much doubt the
correctne ss and fair n ess of the ret ouch*
iflg hand , which it is* well known has
been employed in many places on the
MS. in question , and I hope to have
an opportunity of mor e closely;.exa-
mining, than 1 hav e yet been able,
into the exact age and authenticity of
the writing in this precise verse $ but
this is not easil y done since the re-
moval of the MS. from Paris to Rome,
as it is not yet replaced in its old situ-
ation, but is kept with considerable
jealousy ; I suppos e for fear the French
should steal it out of reveng e. I beg
leave still to subscribe myself in name,
thoug h, I trust , the length of this ex-
planation will preve nt my subject
from remaining,

OBSCURUS.
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Sir , J une 5> 1818-
IN Joseph us, B. 1. Lib. ii. C. 20> $ 2,

we meet the following extraord i-
nary passage : •* The people of Da^
mascus were eager to destro y the Jews
in that city : and havin g from suspi-
cion alr ead y collected and confined
them in the Gymnasi um, they thought
the attem pt to put them to death
would be very easy. But they dreaded
their own wives, all of whom, with
few except ions, were brought under
obedience to the Jewish worsh ip.
They, ther efore, earnestly endeavou red
to concea l thei r design from the wo-
men : and thus they attacked the
Jews , who, as being crowd ed in a
nar row place, and without ar ms, wer e
in one day easil y slain to the amoun t
of ten thousand. "

The gospel was preach ed at Da-
mascus even before the conversion of
Paul ; and an honourable mention ia
mad e of Ana nias as one of its distin-
guished votaries. This was the city
in which the apostle of the Gentil es
commence d his great eomniissioh tto
convert and reform the Pagan Wortd ;
and the resul t of his zeal, united With
that of his breth re n, is here state d by
J osephwfe Ch ristianity, <whe«i flwt
ottere d th the Gentiles, tri uat h&ve
been more favourabl y t-eceived by the
women than hy the mi*n. The female
aw*jt had hith erto toten cruelly de*
glided ; ftfrd th<* fcfcimiple of J tsti*,and the spirit of thfc gOspfet j* *Mtd a
difrect teitt tant ty io raise thtfttk to I heir
ptopcv level in thfe seafcb oi society-

voh. xiii. 3 m



Besides, the path of the women , when
invited to the church of Christ , was
uot encumbered with the rite of cir-
cumcision , which mistaken zeal, for
some time* had imposed on the men,
as a necessary condition to share the
blessings of the gospel. Nor had the
female part of the heathen wor ld the
same interest with the men, in sup-
porting the Pa gan religion , as not
deriving from its rites the same un-
bounded indul gences. For these rea-
sons they were less biassed in favour
of corruption and error , and more
accessible to th-e evidence and to the
purif ying influence of the new faith .
These observati ons illustrate the above
passage of Josep hus, in which it is
attested that all the women of Da-
mascus, with few exceptions , were
become converts to the Jew ish reli-
gion. This is an extrao rdinary and
important fact, as it evinces, in the
clearest manner, the earl y prevalence
of the gospel, the zeal of its vota ries
and the finge r of God in its support.
We canno t but infer, that among such
a multitude of women , a great num-
ber of the men also liad embrac ed it;
though this is a circum stance which
Josep hus, from his usual brevit y, has
though t it fit not to mention.

Ten thousand of the Jew s were
butchered on this occasion , without
ar ms and without opposition. What
could be the cause of such unprece-
dented barbarity ? Did the people of
Damascus rise against the Jews , and
put to death without any provocation
ten thousan d men, with whom they
had hitherto lived in peace and amity ?
This is moral ly impossible. Of such
an outr age some cause must hav e ex-
isted, an d an adequate cause cannot
be found, but in the introd uction and
prevalence of the gospel , in the zeal
of its friends to over thro w the esta-
blished superstitio n, and to re form the
public moral s, and in the dispute
which broke out on account of it in
privat e and in public. Josephus , in-
deed, intimates that the J ews were
suspected of t reasona ble views, and
were, therefo re, collected and confined
ii| the Gymna sium. The Jewish con-
verts were suspected of preach ing a
Sav iour , wjio intende d to overth row
the Roman govern ment , and to eman-
cipate the Jews. The historian is
careful Jo . say, that there was ^o
ground for this susp icion, by repr e-

senting the sufferers ad all without
arms. Let it here be carefull y remem-
bered , that Josephus clearl y shews
his partialit y to Jesus and his followers.
At Antioch and in Damascus he re-
lates the cruel treatment which the
Jews received from their enemies, but
he carefull y keeps out of sight the cir-
cumstances that led to that treatm ent.
These were princ ipall y the confu sion
and ani mosities excited by the prea ch-
ers of spiritual Judaism , who, there -
fore, must have been considered by
the Pagans as the aggressors and dis-
tu rbers of the public peace- The
Jewish historian states only what his
country men suffered , but the cause of
their sufferings , thou gh praisewort hy
in itself, yet being detested and ma-
ligned , as produ ctive of temporar y
evils, he has left in the shade.

Philo, a Jew of Alexandria , con-
temporary with -Christ and his apos-
tles, wrote in a country and at a peri od
when the ignominy which hun g on
the Christia n profession was most bit-
terl y felt. Notwithstanding his open
tem per , his resolute conduct , his ard ent
zeal and elevated enthus iasm, Philo
was yet a deliberate , a circums pect
and a wise man ; accor dingly, he has
every where avoided to awaken the
pr ejudices of those unbelievers , to
whom he addressed his works , by
mentioning the personal name of Jesus
Christ. But he did not , from a regard
to the same prej udices , abstain from
mentioning him at all ; on the con-
tra ry, he speaks, and ver y frequentl y
speaks of the blessed Jesus , thoug h
under those loft y titles which distin -
guish him as the minister of heaven ,
and which raised him as far as possible
above th e unreasonabl e prepossessions
of his readers . Thus he calls him the
Son, the Image , the Logos of God , I
shal l give an example of each of these,
leaving the read er to compare them
wit h similar passa ges in the New Tes-
tament. " It becomes him," says he,
(p. 673,) " who devotes himself to
the Father of the world , to employ, as
his intercessor , his own Son, who is
most perfect in virtu e, in order tha t
he nyght obtain the forgiv eness of his
sins, an d the supp ly of every good.11
Nothing, 1 presume, can be more clear ,
than that the Son of God here spoken
of, njeans our Lord Jesus Christ . For
who else can; answer to such a. de-
scri ption as we see in this place given
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him ? He is represe nted as the Son of
the universal Father , as perf ect in
virtue , as the Comforter ; by whose
mediation we may obtain the pardon
of our sins and the supply of every
good. Again (p. 696), we meet with
the following passage : " God, the
Author of divine virtue , was willing
to send his Image from heaven to the
earth , from compassion to our race ,
that he might wash away the impu-
rities which fill this life with guilt
and misery, and that he might thus
secure to us a better inheri tance .**

These two passage s app ear to me in
perfec t unison with the language of
the apostles , and are peculiarl y de-
scriptive of the character and mission
of Jesus Ch risk

J OHN JO NES,

wall shal l have been ingul phed in the
silent tom b, thei r descendants , actu-
ated by that noble curiosity which is
natur al to the mind of man, may in-
qui re into the ori gin, progress and
permanent establishment of that reli-
gion, of which they may be tbe ho-
nourab le professors. But whither
should they go for information , unless
they discovered it in the pages of the
Reposito ry ?

In 1807, the writer of these remar ks
knew but one individual in this county
who had embraced the pure Unitarian
doctr ine, and he, perh aps, was sin-
gularl y fortunate in converting to the
same faith (1808 ) an amiable compa-
nion , whom he had selected from so*
ciety to be the partner of his fortune s
aiid his life. It was princi pal ly through
their instrumentality that several of
the Wesleian Method ists espoused
the doct rine of the Divine Unity,
among whom were my worth y friend s
Mr. and Mrs. Od gers, whose superla -
tive piety and persevering zeal would
do honou r to any cause. These four
openl y avowing their sentiments , and
honestl y endeavouring to enlighten
the minds of thei r fellow-christians ,
were expelled from the Society. *
This memorabl e event happened in
1812. At this time the village of
Flushing was apparentl y in an uproar ;
every one endeavoured to defend his
faith by ar guments drawn from reaso n
and revel ation . There >v as scarcel y
a subject within the whole compass of
theology , but what was brou ght to
the bar of reason , and under went a
vigorous and stern invest igation *. The
chapels of rep uted orthodox y ru ng
with the cries of heresy, and the sen-
tence of damnation was passed on all
the Sociniaii8 , who, in the language
of pulpit eloquen ce, were sty led " the
ring leaders of ecclesiastical mischief/ 1
44 graceles s infidels ,'* " sacrile gious
monste rs." t

Thus it appear s that Flushing is the
most ancient seat of her esy in Corn -

* An account of the curioutf " Methodist
Ex communication at Flushing ," may be
seea Moik Repos. VII . 6frO, 651, and VIII.
34—36 ; and of the no 1e6s curious ex-
commun icat ion at Falnuroth , VI II 301,
302, ei>. ;

f Thew were the expressio ns of Mr.
Griffin , a Baptis t minitte r, wbo now offi-
ciate*, I believe, in Pre tcot*stre ct, G6o<U
man's Fields, London ,
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[The following letter has been too
long withhe ld, but we trust that its
accidental omission has not been inju -
rious to the new chapel at Fal mouth ,
to which we sincerely wish prosperity.
We hope soon to record that it is
completed and opened for worshi p,
and that all the pecuni ary claims upon
it are liquidated. Ed.]

Flushing,
Sir , February 13, 181 8.

ANY thing said, perhaps , to sti-
mulate the exertions of the Uni-

tarian public , in behalf of the Flushing
and Falmouth Unitarian Church , sub-
sequently to the luminous statement
and earnes t recommendation of thei r
case by the Rev* Dr. Carpent er , [pp .
%7<—89,] to some may appear super *
fluous , but I am extre mel y anxious to
keep the subject before the public
view.

Should the following observations ,
relative to their short history * awak en
the attentio n, and call forth the Chris -
tian liberality of the friends of trut h
I shall be abu ndantl y grate ful, and so
will all my brethren , 1 feel confiden t
in asserting , with whom I am con-
nected in churc h fellowship *

Local subjects , 1 am aware , seldom
excite universal inte rest, but ,
" Let not ambitio n mock our useful toil ,

Our Homely joys and desti ny obscure ,
Nor gra ndeu r bear with a disdainfu l smile,

The short and simple annals of the
po or "

In some distant period , when the
pres ent ra ce of Unitarians in Corn-



wall. It was here th at our tr uly up-
right and zealous missiona ries, the
Rev. Messrs. Wright and Gisbur ne,
met with a few Unitari ans, who were
the only persons in this part of the
kingdom , that hailed their arn va !
with joy, and hospitabl y entertained
these messengers of the Unitarian
Fund. Soon after the Metho distical
excommunicatio n took place at Fl ush-
ing, our highl y respecte d friend Mr.
PfiiJ p and severa l of his rel igious asso-
ciates were suspected of holding hete-
rodox sentiments , and thoug h at their
trial , the re was no positive pr oof of
heresy, they fell under the ecclesias-
tical censure , and were unmer cifully
excluded from the Meth odist con-
nexion . Immediatel y a house was
licensed at Flushing for the wors hip
of the one true God the Father , and
Mr . Philp voluntaril y offered his ser-
vices to the little flock. Mr, Tre -
leaven also, who had been one of our
most gigantic ad versaries , going about
like a roaring lion seeking whom he
might devour , like Saul of Tars us,
appeared to be visited suddenl y by
the light of tr uth , and from our vio-
lent antagonist , to the astonishmen t
of the Chri stian world, almost instan-
tan eously became one of our warmest
friends , an d earnest ly strove to esta-
blish th at faith which he had been
solicitous to destroy . Wh at great
events from little causes spring ! At
this per iod, 1813, we were possessed
of a place of worship , a good congre -
gation , and two preachers . This state
of thing s continued un til we met with
a more commodious room , though
rathfer inconvenientl y situ ated in Fal -
mouth . Thither we repaired , and it
is there we have since held our rel i-
gious conferences , similar to those at
Hackne y, and hav e uniforml y n>et far
rel igious services* By Dr. Car pen -
ter 's correct repr esentation of our case
last mont h, it appeare d that we were
on the eve of purc hasing the theatr e
inFalmo uth , in order to convert it into
a chapel . This, by the pecuniary aid
of the Unita rian Fund , the liberality
of some distant bret hren, and our own
personal exertions , .yve have accom-
plUhetL Still a considera ble sum will
be required ; and we do most siu-
eefely hope, that those who wish for
the perman ent etfta blifchmen t of Uui-
tariahia m hv Corft Vra ll will tfom £ for-
ward , and. by their pecunia ry aid,

cheerfully assist us to finish the house,
(which is privileged with a right of
perpetual renewal,) and thus enable
us to worsh ip th£ God of the universe
in spirit and in tr uth.

T. PROUT.
P. S. The smallest donation will be

thankfull y received , on beha lf of the
congregation , by the Rev . R. Aspland ,
Hackn ey ; the Rev, Dr. Carpenter ,
Bristol 5 (who are to be two of the
trustees for the chape },) Mr , R. K.
Philp, Falmouth ; and T. Prou t.

452 Gleanings *—Dr. Watson.

GLEANIN GS ; OR , SELE CTI ON S A N D
REFLEC TIONS MADE IN A COVRSE
OF GENERAL REA DING .

No. CCCX XXIII.
Dr. Watson a$ Regius Professor.
A recent interestin g medley of bio-

grap hy and scandal , (The Sexagena-
rian , in 2 vols. Svo,) in which the
author speaks of himself in th e third
person , contains the fallowing account
of the celebrate d bishop, whose Life
of himself is now und ea* our Review :

H During hisr resid ence in the Uni-
versity, our friend appea rs to hav e
constantl y frequen ted the divinity
schools whenever Dr , Watson pre-
sided as Regius Professor. He ex-
presses wit h great war mth bow much
he was char med with the grace of his
manner , the dignity of his deport-
ment , the elegance of his latiuity , and
the fluency of his diction , He seems
to have regar ded him with awe and
reverence , yet he certainl y had a cer->
tain solemn pompousness of demea^
nour , which rendered him less accep-
ta ble to many- He was not , at the
time of which we are speaking , ele-
vated to the Episcopacy, but he was
soon afterwards An honest pub lican ,
who v?as his neighbou r, in ord er to
testif y his great respec t for Dn Wat -
son, took down his long established
sign of Bishop Blaize^ and substituted
for it the head of Dr. Wateoa : a
wicked wag; of the Umvewri ty, saving
his presence, we believe he in now
a bishop, wrot e an epigra m on the
occasion .
Two of a, trade c^n ge'er agree ^No pro verb e'er was jiwter.The're ta7en down Bishop Blaize do you

see,
And put up Bishop Bluster. "

I* 6% 60.
^"̂ ^ WPî ^ MPiWWW1*
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LockM up each hear t and froze each
ton gue,

As loud and high the death -note rung.
But not for Tkee > departed worth ,

Let sorrowing Eng land mourn to earth 5
To Thee , a blessed change was giv 's,
An angel here , a saint in heav 'n !
Atonement for each mortal stain -
Just ice decreed a death of pain ;
A ud th y tr ied spir it, pure and free .
Spru ng to a blest eternity.

For our own sins, the evil lea v'n5
Inflicted is this curse from heav 'n;
For pri vate crime ,—an d public guilt ,—
For t reason s foul ,—and life blood spilt ,—•
For a lewd age that spu rns all ties3—
Reli gion sco r ns , and law defies ,—
For these , should burst repentant sighs,
To stem the vengeance of the skies. C.

ON A SOLITA RY GRAVE .
(From the Courier , 1813.)

What means this little gra ssy mound ,
Raised in no consecrated ground ,
But in the forest dell pr ofoun d—

Where waves so sad and mournfull y
The mountai n ash its bending head ?
There sleeps th' unknown , unhonor 'd dead
In his obscure and lonel y bed.

Graced by no marks of heraldry.
Here the lorn wanderer of the heath ,
The forest 's twili ght shad es beneath ,
Sunk in tli e silent arms of death ,

Far from his home and famil y 5
No holy man , with pious care ,
O'er bis poor rel ic* breath 7d a pray 'r,
No mou rner graced them with a tear ,

No funeral bel l tolled solemnl y.
Yet roun d thi s undistinguishM tomb ,
The violets brea the their sweet perfume ;
The eglan tine's fa ir roses bloom,

In natu re *s wild simp licity .
And when the gathering shades of night
Have put the day 's bri ght beams to flight ,
And silver Luna ^s trem bling light

Sleep 's on the wave so peacefully:—
The n, at this silent , solemn hour ,
Oft from her close concealed bower ,
tone Ph ilomela loves to pour

Her str ai ns of weltin g: harmony.
Poor pilgrim rest , th y wand erin g's .o 'er
Perp lex'*! by wiId? ring - tho ughts na more ,
The daw» thy reason will restore,

The dawn of Immortali ty.

POET RY.

EPIT APH
JF or an. amiaMt and virtuous Young Lady

lately df cmwd-
Scarce had Am lftr# }y Fkrirer iwralM

ller be*imes to the day,

DIES TRIE :
Verses on the Deat h of the Pr incess.

Thoug h the light bark that gai ly sails ,
Impelled by summer's balmy gales ,
By sudden tempests wreck ed and tost ,
May , ere the fall of nif ht , be lost $
Yet fi tful blasts and billows rude ,
Awhile the ris ing sto rm prelude ,
Time, to the tleath -doonTd sailor  ̂ give
To breathe a prayer for those that live !

Sudden , with bo foreb odings dread ,
Th' avenging bolt from heav *n has sped !
Swifter tfoau tho ught, the heavy blow
That laid a nation s prospects low ;
That crush'd each heart and dimmed each

ev«V
And changed the rising; re velry
To silent tear s and smothe red sighs,
And funeral solemnitie s !
On sprin g ing hopes the morni ng1 rose,
Those hopes wer e nipped ere evening ?s

close ;
And ere the shades of night reti r 'd^Gri ef reigne d in tear ?, and Hope expired ?

Frot * side to side, from oea ta sia
At sprtad the dread eaAamity ;¦
In etftiy eye w*a ve»d the 6ovm 5—-r
But utte red not.—The silent gfooi*
That nMtrki th« inwardl ••nl1

* desf aix>And only breathe * to God ia iwrayer ,

—
Sir , Devon, Jul y  IS, 1818,

I have been very highly gratified ,
in common with many readers of the
Monthl y Repository , by the differe nt
transl ation s of the beau tiful " Epig ram
on Sleep," (p. 277,) for a sight of which
we are indebted to the taste and kin d-
ness of Mr. Bransby. The fal lowing
lines , which I transcribe from my
common-p lace book, bear so pleasi ng
a resemblance to the Epigram in
quest ion, and possess so much sim-
plicity and elegance, that 1 hope you
will deem them worth y of a place in
your instr uctive Miscellany.

IN • v> •
ADDRESS TO SLEEP .

Written under Afflictio n fo r  the Dea th of
a F rien d.

^^^^ âmm

Sweet Sleep, th y visit s to the wretch are
kind !

To him who needs rep ose, th y blessings
gire !

And let no dreams engage my troubl ed
mind ,

That , for a time, I nmy forget I live !



When Death 's cold hand those charms con-
cealed ,

And snatch'd the Flower away j
Thus hiding - in a transien t doom
What 's destin 'd to immortal bloom .

R . F.
Kidderminster , Jul y 8, 1818.

THE LITTLE CHI MNEY SWEEPER.

Whence does that sound mine ear assai l,
When nature tir 'd would sleep ?

All me ! it is the p iteous cry,
Of yonder little sweep.

Rous'd at the summe r's earliest dawn ,
He qui ts his straw retreat ;

And in the wint e r long* ere light ,
He wail s thro ' every street.

By few his plaint is heard , poor child !
Where many soundl y sleep—

Cold stones his te n der feet oppress
With pai n, that makes him weep.

DOMESTIC .
Religious.

Society for  the Relief of Aged and
Infirm Pro testan t Dissenting Mi-
nisters.
It has long* heen matter of surprise and

regret , that while some provision has bee n
made for almost every species of distress ,
so littl e attenti on should have been paid
to the case of aged Protestan t Dissentin g-
Mi nisters , who have spent the greater part
of their lives in endeavou rin g1 to pro mote
the best interests of their fellow-creat ures .
It is scarcel y possible to conceive any
objects of Chri stian benevo lence , posses-
sing stronger claims to our sympath y and
aid, than are to be found amon g1 persons
of this descr ipt ion. Some are whol ly inca-
pacitated for public service , and in the de-
cline of life fi nd themsel ves in a de pendant ,
and even destitute state 5 and ot |iers , who
do not whol ly discontinue their labours ,
experience from the loss of friend s by
death , and other causes , a seriou j f diminu -
tion of their income , when , in consequ ence
of thei r growing infirmities , an increas e of
it ia needed . And in some instances their
pai nfu l feelings are heightene d by the
thou ght , (which will at times force itself
upon their minds ,) that they are supposed
by many to retain it for a mere subsiste nce,
when they are no longer useful. The
pr ospect of such an issue to a long1 life
devoted to the ministry , must excite anxi-
ous fears in the bre asts of youn ger ministers ,
and tend to dam p their zeal.

To alleviate these fears , and , at the same
time, to afford some substa ntial relief to

Whilst childre n at his earl y age,
Are sporti ve, happy , free-

He must some nanow flue ascend ,
Wounded in back and knee.

Shal l we then view th' ignoble sta i n,
A stai n so foul, and deep ;

Yet seem regardless of thy woes,
Poor hapless chimn ey sweep ?

Oh , no ! th y tone—th y trembling limbs,
Some read y friend wil l find ;

Thy wron g's that mark our sad disgrace
Shall interest mankin d :

And mild instruction chase the mists ,
Of ignorance away ;

Whilst vice, and evil habits shrink ,
Before its powerf ul raj .

What ! tho ' no kind , parent al roof ,
May now thy shelte r be;

Yet still be honest y speak the truth s
And God will think of thee *

Bishop Wear men th 9 1818,

the sufferers themselves , a few individuals
direc ted the ir att ention to a plan for the
assistance of aged and infir m Pr otestant
Dissenting Ministers in necessitous cir-
cumstances . After several meetings of
Dissenters of the Thr ee Denominations ,
it has been deemed desira ble, and found
practicab le, to unite their efforts as in the
" Widows 1 Fund ,'* to carry this design
into effect. A society, accordin gly, has
been formed , its office rs appoin ted, and a
libera l subscri ption alread y commenced.
In aid of the funds of this instit ution , the
contributions of the friends of re ligion and
humanity are respectfull y and earnes tly
solicited .
At a Gener al Meeti ng, held at the King's

Head , in the Poultry , on Tuesday , June
2, 1818, to establish a Society for the
Relief of A ged and Infi rm Protes tant
Dissenting* Ministe rs ,
John Gurne y, Esq. , in the Chair ,

The following- Resoluti ons were passed
unanimously :

That a Society he formed for the Relief
of Ag-ed and Infirm Pr otestant Dissenti ng
Ministe rs, of the Three Denominatio ns,
Pre sbyteria n, Inde pendent and Baptist , in
necessitou s circumstances , and tha t the
titl e of the society be, A Society for  the
Relief of Aged and Inf irm Protestan t
Dissenting Min isters .

That the objects of this Institutio n be
Prot estant Dissenting* Ministe rs, accepted
and app roved in their respec tive denomi-
nati ons, who are incapacitated by age or
other infirmities . .

That a subscriber of one guinea annu -
ally, be a member of the society.
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That a subscribe r of ten guineas , in one
payment , be a tiienaber for life.

That a subscrib er of fifty guineas, in
one sum, or five guineas an nual ly, "be at
liberty to atte nd and vote at all meeting s
of the committee .

That the business of the society be con-
d ucted by a' treasu re r and committee ; the
committee to consist of eightee n members ,
viz. two ministers and four laymen of each
denom ination .

That one thi rd of the committe e shall be
renewed annu al ly \ the ti rs t two years by
lot , as to those who retire ; and by ballot ,
as to those who ar e to be introduced $ and
subsequent ly by  rotation , as to those who
go out.

That the committe e shall meet four
ti mes in the year ; and a special meeting 1
may be called by a requisition of thre e
members.

That there be fi re auditors , of which two
only shall be chose n from the committee.

That th ere shall be a general meeting '
of the society held annual ly, on the last
Tuesday in May ; at which the treasure r,
committe e, audi tors and othe r officers , shal l
be chosen , the audited accounts of the last
year presented , and a repo rt made of the
pi'oceeding 's of  the committee *

That a special ,genera l meeting* of the
society may be called by th e committ ee, or
on the requisition of any ten inenibers of
the society.

That in conside ration of the munificen t
donation made by the Rev . T. Tayler , the
Rev. Dr. Coll yer , the Rev. J . PhiJi pps,
and James Gibson , Esq . trustees under the
Will of the late William Coward , Esq .
they shal l be permanent member s of the
committee.

That in consideration of the munificent
donation made by the Rev. Joh n Towns-
end and the Rev. Dr. Coll yer , of trust
mone y, at thei r disposal , the Rev. John
Towns end shal l be a perman ent member of
the committee , the Rev ."Dr . Coll yer bein g
includ ed in the former resolution.

That ano ther general meet ing be held at
this house , on Tuesday , the 16th instant ,
at ele ven o^clock , for twelve o^clock ; and
the committee be instructed to print and
circulate the resolution s now adopted , to
solicit sup port , and present to the next
meetin g the names of gentleme n for tr $a~
sur er ? members of the committee , and se-
cr eta ry .

That the cordial thanks of this meetin g-
be given to Joh n Gurney, Esq. , for the
interest he has taken in the forma tion of
this society, and for his conduct in the
chair this day .

the same day to appoint a secretar y 3 the
following* offi cers were chosen to conduct
the busi ness of the society for the ensuing
year :

Treasurer *
James Gibson , Esq.

Trustees,
James Gibson , Esq. , James Esdaile ,

Esq., Henry Way mouth , Esq. , Joh n Ad-
dington , Esq.

Honorary Secretary ,
Rev. T. Cloutt.

Committee *
John Addin gton, Esq. , Rev . Joseph

Barrett , Edward Busk , Esq. , Willia m Es-
daile , Esq., Thomas Gill espy, Esq., Win.
Gill man , Esq. , Joh n Gurney , Esq ., Jose ph
Gutteri dge,Esq ., Richard Holt , Esq., Rev.
Jose ph Hughes, A. M., Ebenezer Mait -
land , Esq,, Rev. Will iam Newman , D. D.,
Samuel Nicholson , Esq , Rev. Abraham
Rees, D. D. F. A. S. &c, Joseph Tr ue-
man , Esq., Henry Waymoutb , Esq., Rev.
Robert Winter , D. D.

Donations and subscriptions are recei ved
by the treasure r, No. 10, Great St. Helen s 5
the secretary , No. 14, Penton Row ? Wal -
worth ; and by Sir Ja mes Esdaife and Co.3
Lombard Street.

Protestant Society for the Protecti on
of Religious lAberty*

Recollections of the interesti ng pro -
ceedings at the former annual meetin gs of
this society, induced a very numerous and
respectable assembl y to th vong, on this
anniversary , to the capac ious room of the
Albion Tavern , on Saturday , May 16, 1818,
at an earl y hour. The assembl y included
persons of considerable influence , from
Ireland and Scotland , as well as fro m Eng^
land and Wales 5 and more than one hun-
dred ministers , of different denominations ,
concurred to evince thei r common inte rest
in the maintenance of the ri ghts of con-
science, which that institution was esta-
blished to protect. The promised att en-
dance of his Royal Hi ghness the Duke of
Sussex , increased also, to an uncom mon
degree , the usual solicitude to be p resent
on that occasion.

At 11 ojclock , t he treasurer , Rober t
Steven , Esq . accompanied by Alderman
Wood , M. P. for the City of Lond on ;
Alderman Goodbehere ; R. Halda ne, Esq.
of Edinburg h ; Rev . Mr . Wardlaw , of
Glasgow ; James Esdai le, Esq. * James
Youngy Esq. , and other gentlemen of great
respectabil ity,- ente red the room ; and the
treasure r consented to pre side unt il the
Royal Chairman should arri ve.

Thomas Pellatt , Esq. one of the sec re
taries , gratified the meeting- by the reading*
of the minu tes of the committee during ' the
last year , and thereby apprize d the ttfeetin g*
of the numerou s ' and recent ' objects to
which their attentio n had been req uired*
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His Royal Hi ghness then appeared , and
was rece ived with those spontaneous and
cordial accla mati ons which rank alone
could not extort , but which were g iven as
pro ofs of sincere gratitude and of unfeign-
ed approbation for the libe ra lity which
his attendance disp layed .

Mr. John Wilksj the oth er secre ta ry,
then began to ana lyze the procee dings of
the Committee , and to invite an approval
of their past conduct and futu re supp ort.

He commenced his detail by the statement
of severa l cases, wh ich bad continued to
occur , of the refusa l of clergymen of the
Establish ed Chur ch to rea d the buria l ser-
vice over the corpses of those who had dis-
sented from that church . The illiberal ity
as wel l as the illegal natu re of th at conduct
wa« ex posed . Ye t a t W h i t ford , i n Fl i n f-
shire , and at Cannock , in the county of
Staffo rd , such refusals had occu rre d.. The
acknowled gments by the clergymen of
th eir erro r prevented thei r punishment .
In Dorsetshire , anoth er clergyman , with
as impotent but more cautious malevolence ,
refu sed to admit the body into the chu rc h,
althoug h in the church -yard he did not
Tenture to refuse that homa ge to the virtues
and piety of the deceased , which the ser-
vice of the church indiscri minately presents .
He censured , as a relic of superstiti on , the
part iality of Dissente rs to church-yards as
places of interment , and recomm ended
that they should provide buri al-grounds
for themselves , where the bodies of those
who had associate d in Christian fellowshi p
on earth mi ght rest in peace , until those
bodies should be raised incorr uptible at the
resurrecti on of th$ just. Yet even th ese
establishments might occasional ly need the
aid of the society , as at Birmin gham a de-
mand of fees had been made hv the rector
of that parish , for the burial of the Rev .
J ehoiad a Brewer , in a ground which was
appendant to the chapel recentl y erecte d
by his cong-regation in that town.

The assessment of places of religious
wors hip  to rates for  the relie f  of the poor ,
constitut ed the next topi c of his addr ess .
To the novel ty, inexpedience , and injustice
of these demands , he had frequentl y been
requi red to ad vert. The liability of such
edifices to assessment , if the y prod uced a
profit to any occup ier after all nec essary
expenses were discharged , he would not
deny. But the vexation and disgrace at-
tendant on these proceedin gs particular ly
excited his anti pat hy and disgust. The
failure of the at tempt to procure an act to
exempt such places fro m assessment , he
attribute d to too much reliance ou govern -
went , and too little dependauoe on th em-
selves. But as parliamenta ry Belief could
uot be immediatel y expected, Dissenter*
must $jade*vmir lo rejxel the attem pts by
all the prudent mean* which th * faw ctould
supply* Ib cases of assessment he advis -

ed an immediate demand of a copy of the
rate, investi gation of the state of paroch ial
property , and an ap peal to the nex t ses-
sions after the makin g of the rat e The
efforts of the committe e at j tiorthop in
Flin tsh ire, at in Kent > at P ail ton
in Warwickshire , had been attended with
complete success. At York  ̂ t hey had suc-
ceeded in postp onin g" an assessment ; at
Worcester a chapel was assessed , but the
rate was never demanded 5 and the ' promi-
nen t case of Sur rey Chapel demonstrat ed
the benefi ts which firm persevera 'nee would
produce. There the liberal party 10 the
parish had pre vailed $ and the final omission
of the chapel in the assessment , and the
remission of all rates which had previousl y
been made , had freed the parish from m uch
useless expense , and restored thei r pa roch ial
peace . There even a- sewer rate had . been
reduc ed to 401. from 450/. which had
been originall y required. On the case-of
Pailto n  ̂ he expatiated with peculiar feel-
ing, and much apparent deli ght. There
the attem pt seemed to have been peculiar ly
harsh. The clergyman , being the magis-
trate , had ori ginated the measure . The
peop le *were Baptists , and were pious and
poor . Their minister had never received
more than 10s. for travelling expenses and
th ree sermons on a Sabbath day ; and to
raise even those small sums , person s whose
families were lar ge, and whose incomes
did not exceed 70/. had contributed an-
nti al ly 61. and 11. to promote , what they
conce ived to he, the cause of rel igion , of
human happ iness , and God. Yet their
meetin g house was assessed ; and two
clergymen , being magistrates - signed the
warran t of distress durin g the pendenc y of
an appeal . Providentiall y the distress was
illegal. The levy was made ' in the cottage
of a mother , and on the coat of a son , who
had never been assessed . A n act ion was
brou ght \ and at the Warwick sessions the
officers gladly abandoned the assessment ,
ret u r ned t he coat , and pa id to th e society
15/. for the costs they had incurred. To
Qther cases then depending at York y at
Petworth , and at Wimh ourne y he also re-
ferre d ; and cherished a hope , that he
mi ght report with equal satisfaction a
similar result ; althoug h a pu re r joy , on
such a subje ct , than he had fel t amid st the
tearfu l thanks and p ious prayers of the
poor cottage rs of Pailto n , he never could
expect to partake.

The tight of exemption fro m tu rn pike
TO LLS on Sunda ys, he also considered as a
matter of great importance , par tl y on ac-
count of the? pec uniary burde n th^i i' col-
lection would impose on m&ny count ry
congregations , and yet more on account of
the point of honour, which had f>fo«ed
Ditstmttr * in that rmtnect on a )»it equa lity
with ttit »e»b*r*of tb« established cluing
On that »ubj«o t tht applications to the

s
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€*>minUteeha4been numerous . From Up*
p ing ham in Rutlandshire  ̂ fro m a Wesleiaa
Methodist at P eterborou gh  ̂from Hinckley )
iJf Wfyl ( in.9 - . Gelty in Montgomery shir e ^Glamorgan  ̂ Pailion * Strou 'd9 and even
trow J& untfQr in Scotland  ̂ those app li-
cations bad been recei ved. Such app lica-
tions should always be accompanied by
the Local Tur np ike Act , under which the
exemption was to be claimed . Bat the
pr incipal cnse was. a case at Devizes,
where an action had been brou ght by the
Committee to recover back the sum of ten-
pence, illegally deman ded, in which a
verdict had been given at Salisbury for the
amount and costs ; but as the Court of Kin g's
Bench had gran ted a case to the defendant ,
no decision bad been finally obtained .

TV some miscellaneous matters he next
referred. Indispose d to war , and unable
to reconcile offensive hostilities to Christ ian
princip les, he could not deny that some
gallan t soldiers had been most pious men.
Thei r rights of conscience ought not to be in-
fr inged * Their bodies were sufficientl y
subd ued by discipline, without any subju -
gation being imposed on tbe devotion of
their souls. Complaints had , however ,
been made of such interfere nce; and a
case presented to the Commit tee darin g the
past year havin g excited thei r anxious at-
tention, they immediatel y interfered. He
was moist happy to praise , as he was too
often compel led to blame, and to acknow -
ledge that from the Right Hon. Secret ary
at War the Committee recei ved explanations
the most prompt, and assurances which
gratified thei r minds . An attempt made
at the sessions for the county of Lancaster ,
to pre vent persons from .register ing more
tha n one part of thei r pre mises.in distinct
certi ficates, as places to be appropriated
to religious worshi p, and to compel appii-
tions to file such certi ficates to be made by
counsel, was an attempt thai the -Commi t-
tee had conceived to be incompatible with
both the Tolera tion Acts, and was an at-
tempt which they should certainl y continue
to resist . Claims made unde r the Asses,
sed Tax. Acts, on ministers exempt fro m
dutie s in respect of thei r hor ses, had been
present ed to the Committee > and an effort
to compel the tutor of an academy for Dis-
senting Ministers , in the West Ridin g of
York shire, to pay the window and hou se
duti es an the apartments occupied by the
students , had peculiarl y interested their
minds, as they We re con rince d . of the great
importanc e of those val uab le insti tution s,
and could not endure that those public and
useful school s of Ch ristia n p rophets should
he pr ecluded from exemptions, which the
wealthy and splendid universities, on the
ba»k* t>f the Cam And the I«s, were per *
outfed to enjoy. . . <  > . i

That Riott»f vwrfatiog the -deqra cies of
life, social <frAer ,. mil religious Freed om,

should continue to djsgjace thip country,
was a subject of unfeigned regrejU 'Yet at
Baling:,. and , at N€trlin gt ^ny and at Isle-
worthy all in the Count y of M iddlesex,
Baptist and Village Congregations bad
just ly complained of interruptions and ill*
tr eatment , which even Churchmen should
condemn. But all such ri ots yielded in
aggravation and impor tance to a riot which
a Cler gyman , holding several benefices,
and the Peace-officer of the Pari sh, had ,
at Anstey, in the County of Wilts, thoug ht
proper to excite . In the prosecutio n of
that Cler gyman and his guilty colleagues,
the Society had been compelled to expend
more . than two hun dred pou nds, '. But
without such expenditure , the village con-
gregation must hare been overwhelmed;
and , unable to defend their rights, they
must have been swept away bv a torrent
of unhallo wed power. To prevent the
Rev, W. Hopkins ,of Tisbury , from pre ach-
ing* in that village, a combination was
form ed . Aware that the house of prayer
must not be ente red for the purpose of dis *
turbance , the per secutors resol ved by
external riots to effect th eir purpose . ' A
May -pole, long removed, was restored .
It was placed before the cotta ge appropri -
ated to devotion . Th^re 70 or 80 pers ons
assembled on the evenings when the Dis-
sentin g Ministe r attended to officiate , and
by the most hideou s noisfes which ingenuity
could collect from sheep-be lls, cow-horns,
wh istles, and other instru ments of discord ,
they crea ted sounds horrid and appalling1 ;
a ad which , amidst the stillness of night,
could be heard in places three miles remote.
To justi fy such clamours , they pretended
to celebrate the rural feast of May on the
night of the 31st of December , amidst
clouds and rain . In these scenes the
Cler gyman had not neglected to appear,
althou gh his residence was distant ; yet he
cheere d the mob by his p resence , and ex-
hoited them to " Play up, ploy up, play
up. *" The worsh ip was discontinued , and
the pious minister , who, from no motive
but the desi re of the ir salvatioa , had ex-
posed himsel f to inclement weather , to
fati gue and dange r, was followed for half
a mile by this infuri ated rab ble, in obvious
peril to his life. No Ian gun g e could ex-
press his indi gnation at Clergywie n who
thus abu se thei r influence and pemer , nor
could it he surpa ssed except by yet greate r
indi g nation at bishops , yvho could select
such clergyme n for patro uage, or at court s
which could consider such outrages as
ap pr oaching to a venial offence. Of hi*
indi gnat ion the CommitLee had partook.
The clergym an , peace-officer , fcnd oth er
person s, were convicted of a jriot at th e
last assizes, for the county of Wilts, and
th ey had vince been, suhject to ihl^»entence
of th e Court of Kind's Ben©fc, and were
now under recognisance * for fcbeir good
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behaviou r for three years . The resu lt was
indeed propitious. Victory, by the de-
fendants , was alread y assumed. The bells
of the surr oundin g1 parishes were prepared
to ring - a merry peal ; and cockades and
ale were to be distribu ted with unspari ng'
hands * But the distinct , jud icious, in.
contro vertible testim ony of the jfrissenters
prevented their success, and the massive
means of defence collected by labou r, and
arran ged with art , vanished into air .

Another new, but not uninte resting - ob-
ject, had , during the past year, obtruded
on the Committee . Dissenters fro m the
established churc h generally possess those
moral qual ities w luch pre vent the conta -
gion of paupe rism fro m blightin g their
minds . TimeB of unexamp led calam ity had ,
however , reduced the most industrious and
pruden t to require relief. And the fiend
of perse cution , domesticate d iu the lofties t
circles, had not disdaine d even in the se-
questered hamlet , and among the village
poor , to present her form . A t Stalbridge^in Dorset shire , the officers of the par ish
would only rel ieve the poor on sabbath -
days . At Woodbridgey in Suffolk , an
at tempt was made under the act for erect -
ing workh ouses, to pr event a Methodist
from atte ndin g the place of relig ious
worshi p which he pre ferred . But there
the firmne ss and zeal of an excellent man ,
had compelled all who had proj ected the
measure , and had executed the design, to
forego their pur pose. At Ringwood in
Hants , a similar experiment was made ,

^fnd thus that fund , which all contribute
to provide , and the amount of which had
become so appalling to every philosophic
patrio t and Ch ristian mind , might become
a powerful eng ine indeed to oppression
and to wrong.

These top ics he proceeded to suggest
would prepare thei r minds for some state -
ment as to the parliament ary interpositio n
of the Committee . Previous to their ap-
pointment , all local bills and general
measures affecting* the inte rests of th ree
millions of the peo ple, Methodists and
Dissenters , were left unmatched. Acci-
dent might attract attention , but otherw ise
the most inj u rious pro v isions might and
did pass ent ire ly u nobserved. Exemptions
from (oils depende d on the word s adopte d
in each turn pike act . Daring the past
year a systematic exertion had been mad e
to restr ict those exemptions unfavo urabl y
to Dissente rs , an d even to excl ude them
from the benefit . The hi ghest pre lates had
not disdained to meditate the design. Ac-
tivity and fi rm ness had delayed an" evil
which uflabatin g- vi gilance would alone
preve nt. The bills fo r  regulating vestries,
for amending the laws of the poor , and
jf br building Addit ional churches  ̂ had also
attra cted the tinsfamberi ng' attenti on of the
Committee , They found that they formed

an whole— u navailing*, injurious , and ap-
pa lling-. Tbe firs t gave to property an
unprecedented and offensive power , and
was to have placed the clergyman always
in the vestry chair. The second , among
other pr ovisi ons, sanctioned the establish -
ment of select vestries , and enabled paro -
chial officers to take the childre n of the
poor, who applied for relief , from the
paternal roof , and from maternal cave,
and to impound them in any poor -houses
which those officers might provide. Of
the dissociati ng inhumanity and political
inexpedience of tha t measu re he did not
doubt : and he had learnt with satisfaction
that to those objections Mai thus had , by
his concurrence , given the greatest sanction
they could gain. But the princi pal ob-
jection had arisen from the violations of
rel igious liberty, which that measure
might produce , and which were rendered
probable by the conduct of officers to the
Dissenting poor. The Schism Bill , also,
no lover of freedom could f orget ; that bill
by which Dissenters were to be deprived
of the education of their children ; that
bill, justl y described by Wai pole as more
worth y " of Julian the Apostate , than of a
Protestant Parliament ;" that hill , which
passed both houses of parl iament , and
obtained the royal assent ; that bill, whose
malignant operation was to begin on the
very day when Queen Anne sunk into the
grave , and the star of the house of Stuart
set to rise no more . The evils which that
provision might produce , the Committe e
were anxious to avert ; and he congratula -
ted the meeting that , by the attention and
the kindl y efforts in parl iamen t of the
member for Norw ich, of their worth y re-
presentative Mr . Alderman Wood , and of
other gen tlemen , a provision had been
introduced , where by " all children are to
be permitte d to attend without impedime nt
whatever places of religious wor ship thei r
parents may prefe r ." In the New Chu rches "1
Bill y also, some alterations had been made,
which , by preventin g ch urches from being
built at the expense of parishes , without
the concurrence of the majority of the in-
habitants , would miti gate , althou gh not
re move, the evils which, on the dissenting
popula tion , that favourite , but futile mea -
sure must inflict.

To the finances of the Society he the n
briefl y referred . All classes, includ ing
even clergymen of the Established Chu rch,
had invite d the aid of the Committe e ; but
all classes had not with equal liberal ity af-
forded th eir supp lies. The resoluti on of
the Wiltshire Association , expressive of
thei r gratitude , and recommending - the
soci ety to all their congregations, deserved
his commendation . .One congregat ion,
under the care of Messrs . Sloper and Elliott
at Devils, who had remitted a collectio n
of $71. he mentio ned with peculiar pra ise 5
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and to the societies of Tisbury and Pai lton
he gave but due acknowl edgment , when
be staled that , in propo rtion to their cir-
cumstances, their exertions had bee a
grea t.

As he adverted to the general aspect of
the times, he reviewed the statement he
bad made. He had ne ver forgotte n, and
be could not forget the mal evolent conduct
which many clergytnea duri ng the last
year had disp layed, althou gh he did not
wish improperl y to depreciate a church ,
to which Tillotson and Hoad ly and Wat .
son had belonged , and which a Bathurst
continued to adorn . He did not desi re to
exasperate nor to offend. True religious
liberty must resist even to death the slightest
infraction of the ri ghts of conscience , but
it felt no interested motive—sought no
wealth—desired no powe r, and with indif-
ference 1 and not with jealousy , could
gaze on the lord ly titl es, the palaces , and
the reve nues of the Established Church .
But he must caution and explain. Every
circumstance appea red to him to justif y
suspicion, and to require activity and care.
The annual votes of parliament to increase
the livings of the chur ch—the various
"bills connected with that establishment —
the/language used in parliament by their
supporte rs—the vote of one million toward s
new churches , only introdu ctory to farther
and more amp le grants —-the eager institu-
tion of national schools, specious in name,
but in pr inciple oppressi ve—-were to him a
dark and portentous cloud arising in the
horizon , and induced him to antici pate a
tempest, agains t which wisdom should
prov ide .

He concluded a speech continued nearl y
two hours and perpetual ly interru pted by
applauses, wh ich we have but imperfectl y
reported , which, by its powerful eloquence ,
appeared to electrif y both the Royal Chai r-
man and the whole company, and which
will, we doub t not, induce all Dissenting
and Methodist congre gations to contribute
liberall y to the funds of the Society .

On the conclusion of this address , the
Royal Chairman invited the gentlemen
pres ent to propose any resol utions which
they desire d that the meeting should adopt ;
but he would ventu re to suggest, that their
observations should be few, as they must
perceive with him, that no remarks could
incr ease, and that most remarks must di-
minish, the effect which the admirable
speech, by which they had been informed
and del ighted, could not have failed to
produce.

TJ ic following resolutions were then
successively proposed, and unanimously
adapted : .

1. That this meeti ng, including memb«rs
of the E«tab lifehed Church , Diasenteis and
M^thfxliftU, mindful of the past and valua -
ble labour* of fchw Society, cannot but re-

gre t that in th is country , and at this period,
during the last year , so many circ umstances,
aod especial ly the conti nued violatio ns of
the rights of Dissenters , as to the buri al
of the dead—as to thei r exemption from
tolls—as to the freedom of their meeting -
houses, when unpro ductive of pr ofit y from
rat es for the poor—as to the reg istration
of their places of rel igious wor ship—and at
to tp eir meetings f or such worshi p, un-
molested by disturbances and out rage-
have so repeatedl y demon strated its utility
by demanding its inter position.

£. That the atte ntion of the {Society to
legislative pro ceedings in parliament ap-
pears to this meeting peculiarl y important ,
and that they rejoice that by their interfer-
ence a provision has been inserted in the
new " Act for the amendment of the laws
for the relief of the poor 1*-—tha t the chil-
dren of the poor who are compelled to
solicit paroch ial assistance, are " to be at
liber ty, without impediment , to attend
divine wors hip on Sund ay s with thei r paren ts
or relations ,97 and shall not ther efore be
made unwi lling prosel ytes to the establish *
ed church : And they especially rejoice
at such interfe rence as they learn that , by
the prohibition of the attenda nce of Dis-
senters and Method ists, when compelled
by unmerite d misfortune to inhabit work -
houses , at those places of worsh ip which
th ey prefer , even paroch ial relief has been
perverted to an instrument of persecution.

3. That the regard mani fested by the
Society to the interest of a Dissenting ac-
ademy in Yorkshire receives from this
meeting a cordial app roval , and that they
invite their Committee not to relax their
exertions , to procure for those useful in-
stitutions relief fro m all avoidable taxation-

4. That the liberality of this Society , in
conferring its assistance on persons *>f
every denomi nation , and even on those
resident in Scotland , enhance s its excel*
lence in the estimation of th is meeting,
and entitl es it to proporti onate and universal
support .

5. That such support th is meeting would
additi onally recommend and in trea t, as,
without affecting to ente rtain needless
alarm s, or excite among their friends un-
iisual app rehensi on, they conceive that
the app eara nces of affai rs, and various
measures recent ly adop ted , require that
all the rea l friends to rel igious f reedom
should be vigilant and firm , and shoul d
concent rate their energ ies in an institution
which may give to those ener gies impor-
tance and effect.

6. That this meeting learn with satisfac -
tion, ; that some county association * have
publ icly expresse d their attac hment to thi*
Society, find would *anxiow sly exhort every
county associatio n

 ̂
of all denominati onal

to urge thei r members to remit an annu al
contribution , and! to preser ve among their
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people all attachmen t to those ri ght pr inci-
ples, as to reli gious freedom , by which
real piety will be promoted and the final
and beneficent trium ph of such princi pled
be ensured.

7. That notwithstandin g the regret of
tins meetin g- at the inadequate fu nds of
this Society, and that the annual recei pts
yet remain unequal to the expense, they
decidedly and confident ly rel y upon their
congregations for extended aid , and con-
cur with the reques t made to the committee
by the gentlemen who ori ginated in London
the Tricentennial Commemoration of the
glorious Reformation , that this Society
should exten d its pr otection to all Pro -
testa nts sufferin g* for conscience 7 sake , by
affordin g to them all the benefits which
British corr espondence , advice , co-opera -
tion , and assistance can supp ly.

8. That , whilst this meetin g congratu -
lates with pleasure the congregations in
the rur al par ishes of Pailton , in Warwic k-
shi re, and of Tisbury in the county of
Wi lts, and in the town of Devizes, on the
success which has hitherto attended the
efforts of the Society on their behalf , to
protect them fro m poor -rates, riots , and
tolls, they must also acknowled ge with
satisfaction , the intelli gence, the zeal , the
liberal ity, and the perseverance , worth y
of men succeedin g to the ancient Puritan s,
with which those congre gations have af-
forded to the Committee thei r co-operation
and assistance.

9. That this meetin g cordiall y presen t
their thanks to the Committee for the past
year , for the prudence but fi rmness , for
the activi ty but caution , with which th ey
have most beneficial ly conducted their
affai rs, and that the Committee for the
ensuing year consist , with the Treas urer
and Secretaries , of the following* ministe rs
and laymen , in equal prop ortion :

Rev. Joseph Brooksbank , W. B. Col-
lyer, D. D., Geor ge Coilison , F. A. Cox,
Thomas Cloutt , Alex . Fletcher , Rowland
Hill ,Thomas Jackson , W. Newman , D,D .,
W. F. Platt , S. W. Tjracey , D.D , Joh n
Townsend , Matthew Wilks , Mark Wilks ;
and David Allan , William Bateirian , J . B.
Brown, James Emerson , James Esdftil e,
Col, Han d field , Thomas Hayter * John
M'Kenzie , J. O. Oldham , James Pri tt, Wil-
liam Totvns end, Thotnas fVontner , Thomas
Walker , and James Young , Esqrs.

10. That with equal satisfaction they
renew their thanks to Robfert Steven, Esq*
their Treasurer , for his continued atte ntion
to the welfare of this Society, ak wel l as
for his endeavou rs to diminish the abuses
in the Cha rter Schools in Ireland , and to
promote^ itf that countr y the diffusion of
knowled ge ari;d the ultimat e trium ph of
liberty &S« truth .

11. Tltfc t to Tlromaft Pellatt , Esq. ftrt d
Joh n Wilts, Esq. thei r Secretaries , they

also agai n offer those sincere ackn owledg-
ments, which their perse vering 1, gratui tous,
indefati gable, and usefu l exertions abun-
dantl y deserve , and accompany their than k s
with their solicitations for thei r continued
assistanc e in the situations they so honour -
abl y occupy .

12. But that this meetin g cannot ade-
quatel y express the ir gratitude and esteem
to his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex
for presiding 1 upon this occasion , wher e
no political inter est could induce such
kindness , nor any general populari ty re-
ward such condescension ; but that this
meeting* derive peculiar pleasure from the
demonstration which he has thereb y ad-
ditional ly afforded , that the attachment of
Protestant Dissenters to liis illustriou s
house has not been forgotte n , and th at
the sacred princi ples of reli gious libert y
are dear to his heart.

Mr. Alderman Wood expressed his gra -
ti fication at tli e talents developed by the
Secreta ry , whom he described as ** 'hi*
honourable friend. " His zeal in the cause
of general education , and in every mean
of national improvement , he could attest .
His vigilance as to par l iamentary proceed -
ings he could con firm ; and he could assure
the meetin g such vigilance was requi red.
As to the v est ry Regulation Bill , be had
resisted it with firmness ; but an exemption
for the city of London was all that he could
obtain. As to the exemption in the Poor
Laws Amendment Bill, for the protection
of the religious liberty of the children of
the poor , he thou ght that it was not com*
plete, and that thei r exemption should
have been entire . As that full exemption,
however , could not be procure d, the pro -
posed clause would from a bnl wark against
the perv ersion of power . For th is Society
he should be happy to act h& a tv at eh man
in parliament ; and tittering - thetn s dona-
tion of 5 guineas as the first pledge of his
assistance , be conclude d a shor t but highly
appropriate speech. ^

The resolut ion of thanks to the Royal
Chai rman havi ng- been vfcry jud iciously
pro posed, and Mr. J. Wilks having* stated
the cheerful prom ptitude with wh ich the
Duke of Snrtse x had acceded to his requ est
of attend ance on that occasion , it was put
by Mr. Alderman Wood , ancl adopted with
reiterated acclamations.

The T>nke of  Sussex expressed his gra-
titude for the vote ^hieh had been *o cor-
dially adopted- F*e had b*eh nwitM to
attend the meetin g, ahd , although ra ther
indisposed , came with much pleasure, and
the KatisfWtiofi he hid felt ^t the noble
aentitnen t* delivere d fturt >tt *$ed his expec-
tations . His opinions on llelig lotiB wbettf
were knowti . ThU Society iiccot^ed ̂ ith
ihmti cbihions. m WbbM ndt the rt *rr
eMim him^lf fmtti ftTT *H*tt*rite *> f*w ^^
*ho tn »ti^ĥ  m#:#&M&s *mm **
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accuse^ himsel f of a censu rable lethargy .
The most appa lling objection to unlimited
liberty of conscience , was a stat ement that
uabound e4 tolerati on and a love of religious
freedom wer e inconsiste nt with the love of
religion . The pro positio n he denied . By
experience it was refu ted. The most
pu rely benevoieat , the most tru ly devout ,
would be the most inclined to abstain from
persecut ion $ and the ardour of their love
to God would beeirineed by their benevolent
fo rbearance toward s the various opinions
of men. Besides, liberty of conscience
*vas the birth -ri ght of man. It orig inate d
before society was organized . Laws are
not of divine insp irati on ; they are human ,
and partake of the infirmi ties of tnan. Re-
li gious liberty ought uot therefore to fluc-
tuate with the laws ; and , indee d, the best
letws should change with circumstances ;
and institutions , beneficent in thei r com-
nj eneemeat , often became injurious , and
required to be abr ogated or improved.
Previou s to his attendance at that meeting,
he knew that acts of par liam ent required
to be carefully considered and investi gated
durin g their prog-ress th rou gh parliament ;
but now he had learnt the necessity and
advantage of greate r vigilance , in his
parliamenta ry character they should always
ind him a sincere advocate. By his birth ,
be, as wel l as all his family, were neces-
sarily member s of the establish ed church.
But he never fo rgot that it was not a
church established by divine ri g-ht, hut a
church estab lished bv law 5 and that
Qie th ree branc hes of the Leg islature could
regulate and re form that chur ch. He not
»nly belonged to the ch urc h, but res pected
the church. But if the churc h should de-
viate from rig ht conduct , he woul d not
defend that ctui rcV * If it sought to extend
its power—if it should endeavour , by ex-
tension and violence, to prevent the progress
of religion and truth , he would withdraw his
support ; and he knew that virtue would
alone Ixe permanent , and final ly prevail.
Among Dissenters he knew that great ta-
lents, and piety, and beneficen ce, might be
found . Between then * and the church he
wished4 tha t a gener ous emulation should
exist ; and he could never app rove of the
compet itor who sought unfairly to enfeeble
the rival whom he had iiot sufficient industry
to sur pass. His strugg les in the cause of
liberty - be was, «sver read y to renew 3 and
any cal umnies which mi ght be uttered
against him he kn ew how to deapise. Gr a-
tified by their att ention* and desirous of
their welfare, lie should retire , assuring
them that he should he always most happy
to learn tha t their difficulties were dimin-
ished, and their comforts were complet e.

This speech produced enth tismstic plau-
dits , *itd the £teteefttl dignity tvith Which
it was delivere d, as well as the liberal

sentiments which it conveyed, made a
deep impression on every mind . The
Royal Chai rman then retire d, amidst cheers
and salutations , and the meetin g was dis-
solved . The intel lectual gratificat ion p ro-
duced by this meeting cannot be described ,
but a distinct perception of the importance
of the Society, and an intense desir e for
its prosperi ty and per manence were uni-
versal ly expresse d .

We are requested by the Committee to
add to our report , that 21. is the amount
of the annual contributions expected from
eacb cbugregation in England , and 17.
fror n every congre gation m Wal es ; that
such subscri ptions becam e dire at Lady.
day, and that they, and the arr ears , may
be transmitted by friends , or by the post
to the treasure r, Robert Steven , Esq.
Uppe r Thames- street , London ; or to either
of the secretaries Thomas Pel tatt  ̂ Esq.
Ironmongers '-hal l , and John Wilks % Esq.
Finsbury- place, London ; to the latter of
wh om app lications may be add ressed \ and
that country ministers , or tbeir friends ,
will be always received with pleasure at
the meetin gs of the Committee , which oc-
cur at Batson 's Coffee-house , Cornhiil , at
half-past six in the evening precisel y, on
the last Tuesday of every month .
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Manchest er College, York.
On Monday , Tuesday and Wednesday ,

the 2&d , 23d and 24th of J une , 1818, was
held the Annual Examination of the Stu-
dents ed ucated in the above - named Semi-
nary , in the presence of Josep h Strntt , Esq.,
Presiden t, Daniel Gaskell , Esq., Vice-
P resident , Messrs . BeJI , Bri gg-s, /ti n .,
Bruce , C. H. Dawson , Greg -, Jun.. Hal ) ,
Miller , G . Gates , F. W. Oates , R. Phili ps,
Shore , Ja n. , Solly, Talbot , T. W. Tottie 7
R* Phili ps, Jun. , Pro- Secretary , and G. W.
Wood , Treas urer , and the Rev. Messrs .
A stley, Car pente r, Hetnekin , Higgi nson ,
llutto n , Joh nsto ne, G. Ken rick , Lee, IVlar -
don, P robert , H. Turne r, and Turner , Vi-
sitbr. On Monday morning the competi -
tion took place amon g those students who
had given in thei r names as competitors
for 'Mr. Pbili ps's Mathematical Prize : this
was conducted afte r the manner of the
Cambrid ge examinations , by writte n an-
swers, given on the spot, to a Set of ques-
tions pre viously pr epared ; three examiner s
were >appo inted fro m among the visitors to
take charge of the papers thus produced ,
and make their report on them before the
close of* the general examin ation . In the
afternoo n the junior and second Classes in
Hebrew , ln? jtttf *V G*eek, the se4oit<} La-
tin , the senior Mathematical Class , and the
Glasi in Modern Histor y, were respec tively
^xamitt f d, and Orfttlohs Were delivered by
Mr . ^icldifi^ Oil the Romra CHadfe tors ;



by Mr. Heinekin , On the R ise of the Papal
Power ; by Mr. Thompson ,On the Character
of Cfiarlcs I. ; and by Mr . Lee, On Ine-
quality of Hanks. On Tuesday, the Class
of Di vinity Students , in their f our th  year 9
wer * examined on the Old Testament 5
those in the third , iu the Evidences of
Revealed Reli gion ; the junior Latin , the
second Greek , and the junior and second
Mathematical Classes , also the Classes in
Ancient Histo ry, Natural Philosop hy and
the Belles Lett res , were respecti vel y exa-
mined ; and Orations wer e delivered by
Mr. Wawne , On the Advantage of Sects
an d Partie s 5 by Mr . Mark Phi li ps, On
Slavery ; by Mr . W . H. Fletcher , On the
Perfe ctibility of Man • by Mr. James Tay-
lor , On the Evidence of a.Divine Or iginal ,
which arise s from the Reli gious Super iori ty
of. the Je wish System ; and by Mr. Wilson ,
On the Connexion between Libert y and
Public Mo rals. On Wedn esday , the Class
of Divinity , in their fift h yea r , were exa-
mined on the New Testa ment , and on
Ecclesiastical History ; the Classes in Meta -
physi cs and Ethics , and the senior Heb re w
and Greek Classes were also examined ;
and Orations were delivered , in Latin , by
Mr . Joh n Wellbe loved , De Histories in
Graeciu incunabu lis, et , usque ad Herodo -
tum , increments ; and by Mr. Fletcher ,
On the ques tion , Quibus moribus et in-
geniis partn est et aucta Romanum Impe -
rium 5 and in Engl ish, by Mr. Ch eetham ",
On Truth ; by Mr. John Wellbeloved , On
the Eng lish Drama to the time of Shak -
speare ; by Mr . Andrew Ki pp is Watson ,
On the Advantages of the Universal Edu -
cation of the Lower Classes ; by Mr . Wo rs-
ley, On the Justice of God ; and by Mr.
Wallace , On the A rguments d priori and
d poste riori for the Existence and Attri -
butes of God : sermons also were delivered
by Mr. Has lam , on John mi. 12, and by
Mr. Wood , on Matt . v. 48.

The College Prizes for dili gence, regu -
larit y and profi ciency, duri ng the Session,
were awar ded , the firs t to Mr. G. B. Wawne ,
a Divinity Student , in his second year 5
the second and third to Mr. Edwar d Strut!
and Mr. W. En held , Lay -Students in thei r
j first year. But in addition to these, it was
thou ght desi ra ble that some disti nct notice
should be take n of others , who have been
conspicuous th roug hout the session for
dili gence in their studi es and pro p riety of
behaviour , alth ough the limitation of prizes
to th ree , pre vented their obtaining this
reward ; partic ulary Mr. J . Wellb eloved,
Mn Fletcher , Mr. Lee, Mr . Daniel Lister
and Mr. Shawcross. Several student s also
were highl y worth y of commendation , both
for diligence and proficiency in many re-
spects, althou gh from their not having
attended to lite whole circle of instruction ,
the rule for the College Prizes did not

admit of thei r competition : t his was par -
ticularl y the case with Mr. Marsh all. The
Prize for general attention to pro priet y of
Elocution , durin g the session, was 'ad-
jud ged to Mr. Watson , and for the best
delivered Orat ion durin g this examin atio n
to Mr. Wa llace ; to whom also was assigned
the Prize for the best Essay : * as well as
the Preside nt 's Pri ze for speakin g extem -
po re . Mr. Phili ps's Mathematical Priz e
was adjud ged by the examiners to Mr .
Edward Stru tt ; their report , however , was
highl y favour able to the general merits of
the other com pe t i tors , but more especial ly
to Mr. Waw ne, considering his very recen t
entrance on Mathemati cal studies . The
Rev , W. Shep her d's Prize for the best
Essay on the Second Book of the iEneid
was adjud ged to Mr. J. Wellbeloved ; and
the R ev. W. Lam port 's, for fhe best Essay
on Mr . Nolan 's atta ck on Griesbach , to th e
Rev. William Hin cks, of Exeter .

The Preside nt's Prize for extempore
speaking , and Mr. Ph ilips's for Ma thema -
tical eminence , were announced as to he
continued for the next session . Two new
Prize s wer e al so announced 3 one, a Priz e
of Fi ve Guineas , offered by Mr. A rch ibal d
Kenrick , of West Bromwich , for the best
Essay on the Influence of the Reform ation
in England , especial ly in re ference to its
effects on Civil and Rel igious Liberty.
The other , by Evefar/ ?, for the best Gr eek
Pros e composition , on some subje ct of
Moral Phi losophy, or relatin g to the Evi-
dences of Revealed Religion. The particu -
lar subject of this Prize will be ann ounced
at the commencement of the ensuin g ses-
sion : in the mean time , the pra ctice of
Double Trans lation is recommended to
those students who may design to become
competitors for it. In attainin g this object ,
as well as in improvin g their knowled ge of
the Gr eek language general ly, they will
derive very important assistance from the
trans lation of the G reek Grammar of Mat -
thiae , which will speedily appear from the
Cambrid ge press. The Essays to be in-
scri bed with two mottosj which are also lo
be inscri bed on a sealed lette r, containin g
the nam e of the author , and address ed to
the Rev . Charles Well beloved, York . Any
Student in the College, darin g the next
Session, is at liberty to become a candidate
for th is Prize 3 and the Essay s are to be
given in, on or before the 1st of May,
1819.

The Exam inatio n was closed by the fol-
lowing Add ress from the Visitor :—

* The Prize Essay in the Examination of
1817, was Mr . Joh n, Wellbeloved 'a, but
had not been dete rmined iu time for that
Report. ;

462 Intelligence.—Manchester College, York.



u GbKTLEMBN j*
*c Tfce last time I was called upon to

add res s you in this place, I was natur al ly
ted , by the recent untimel y death of a
frien d and fellow-student of many of you/}-
to avail myself of such an opportu nity of
attemp ting - to stren gthen the deep impre s-
sion upon your minds , of the shortness
and uncertainty of human life ; and of the
necessity of its right app lication , to yonr
happ iness and usefulnes s while you have
it , to your satisfactory reflect ion upon it
at its close, and to the fina l approbation
and fa vour of Him who gave it you. I
persuade myself that what I then said,
especiall y that what was add ressed to you
under the sanction of a name , J to which
some of you , at least, would be disposed
to pay a more than common respe ct , was
heard with attention and some impr ove-
ment. But sure ly if any thing 1 had been
wanti ng* to deepen the impre ssion , and
establish it in your minds as a practical
princi ple, the afflicti ve dis pensations of
this most eventful year must have effec-
tuall y supp lied it. I scar cely need to recal l
to your memories that ever -to-be-la mented
event, which made us, from the throne to
the cotta ge, a nation of mourners . Nor
need I remind you of that sudd en and
awfu l stroke , so nearl y following, and in
a man ner connected with it , § which pre-
sente d so strikin g a warnin g to the youth fu l
associates of the amiable victim of it , and
indeed to all youn g persons , particularl y
to young ministe rs, of the necessity of
being" always read y; or ad vert part icularl y
to the death s of Other excellent friends ,
some by a lingerin g decay , || others by an
equall y sudden stroke , ̂ f by which th is
instit ution , amon g many others , has in the
cours e of the past year been deeply af-
fected. —I would not, I cannot , thro w over
these events the cloak of oblivion ; they

* The following refe rences to names and
dates, thou gh not needed by an audience
to whom the persons and events re fer red
to were only too familiar , may be useful
to the distant readers of the Month ly Re-
positor y.

f John Stratton , Esq. See Mom . Repos.
X I I. 496.

4" The Rev. Dr. Bufield , three of whose
gran dson s were studen ts in the cours e of
the iast two sessions.

$ Rev. T. B. Bro adbent , Nov . 9, 1817.
See Mon . Repos. XII. 690.

|| Mr s. J ones, of Greeuhill , Nov . 27,
1817. See Mon. Repos. XIII . p. 65, for
Mrs . Capped excellent memoir of her.

Sf Joh n Rhodes, Esq. of Halifax , Jan .
21, 1818. See Mon. Repo s I -XIII. 140, for
a liiemoir by Dr , Thomson, almost the last
art icle of his in the pages of the Repo-
sitory .

will not, they ought not to be forgotten :
but they ought , for the sake of afflicted
survi vors , to be touched with a. delicate
end tender hand. " They are , and must bef
accompanied with a 4 bitterness of its
own/ which / the heart alone knoweth f
but they are accompanied also, I tr ust—
I know-— with a * j oy of its own , with
which the stran ger cannot inte rmeddle /

" But there is one severe loss of such
recent occur rence , and the grief occasioned
by it is so fresh , that I shall be in no
dan ger of revivin g sorrows , which have
not yet subsided ; of re-opening* sources
of affliction , which have not ceased to flow.
I seem to find a void in the circle now
around me ; which , how shall we hope
again to fill ? I feel I want the cheerful
animation of countenance , which we all
contem plated with pleasure ; the keen,
yet candid , spirit of observation , which
suggested to me, as some of you wil l re-
collect, top ics of usefu l remark for you r
benefit ; and J particularl y feel that we
shall all severe ly find the loss of our late
excellent associate , when we retire from
this place to delibera te on the measu res
proper to be adopte d for the future pr os-
perit y of this institution , and for the
general advancement of the great cause
of Truth , Religion and Virtue .

" But I forbear—i t was not my intention
to excite too strong ly either your feelings
or my own ; nor do I mean to undertake
the arduous task of delineatin g the general
characte r of such a man as Dr. Thomson .
That has been alread y done , with great
exactness and delicacy , by one who, next
to his immediate famil y, must be the
greatest personal loser by his death . My
object , in recalling him to you r attention
at present is, to exhibit , more especial ly
to you , my young friends , who compose
the body of lay-studen ts, some features of
his excellent character , to which I should
be ha ppy to draw you r attention , and , if
possible, to engage your imitation.

u And I add ress you , my young frien ds
of the laity , on this occasion , pr inci pally
thoug h not exclusi vely, because , though
he was educated for the ministry in this
very seminary , prev iously to its removal
from Manch ester , he spent the greater
part of his life as a member of a lay-pro-
fess ion. Having, from the most honour *
able motives , which, thou gh connected
with the welfare of others , were known to
few besides himsel f, relinquished , with
great re luctance , the profession of his firs t
choice, he did not, at the same time, relin-
quish his reli gion, ' or any of the proper
modes of testif ying his attachment to it j
he did not yield to the peculiar temptations
which the profession which he adopt ed
seems to presen t, to fall into a neglect of
public wors hi p »  but while he was very
sensible that , in ease* of necessity , mercy

In telligence.—Manchester College, York. 463



must be attended to in preferen ce to sacr i-
fice, tie always arranged his ordinary
busi ness so as to be ready for the services
of God's house. I hope and trus t that
you, my young 1 friend s, are careful to
habit uate yourselves to a< punctual attend-
ance on the public worsh ip of God , that ,
when you go out into the world , you uiay
be prepared to imitate in this respect , with
ease and pleasure , the conduit of our ex-
cellent friend . He--.ne.vei: excused himself
(though who had a better right -. ?.) on the
plea of ' knowing more than his teachers /
or of ( being able to pray and read at
home,' or on any of the other fri volous
excuses, which in general are noth ing but
ojere excuses, and are nevev practicall y
acted upon , even up to th eir pal try extent ;
nor was he led, by ambition or fashion ,
to join the popula r reli gion at the expense
of bis own establ ished princ iples ; bnt ,
considerin g himself as upon the footing of
his meanest fellow-Christian , in a concern
in which all are equal , he was never
ashamed to present himsel f before God
in the company of the meanest , and to
receive instru ctions, founded on the word
of God , thoug h given by the humblest of
his Master 's servan ts. - / ¦. ¦¦ .

(C But he did not limit his attachment
to relig*ion to his discha rge of its public
duties ; he also approved and practise d it
in his family, and , no doubt , though that
is an accou nt now only to be settl ed be-
tween himself and his God , in its still more
pr ivate offices . He possessed, besides, the
happy art of makin g its truths and pre-
cepts the matter of his familiar conver-
sation ; and , when he saw an opp ortunity
of doing it with prop riety , could ente r
into the impo rtan t subject with a glow of
animation , which was highly delightful
to all who were the witnesse s of if i-win
this respect castin g shame upon the con-
duct of niany , who profess Christianity ,
and that in its purest ' form , who yet may
be observed for days atid weeks together
wi thout our being able to discover whether
they have anj religion fct all ) by which
thf ;  infl uence of their example in favou r
of tr uth s, .which yet they would feel of-
fended 1 not to be thought , to profess, is
al together lost.#r

^c I wish also to holcl iip the chara cter
of Dr. Thomson to you, my young friends ,
as an example for yowr imitatio n, (an d, I
repeat it , it is entirel y w*th this view? and
foi* .yout benefit , that JO intrbd uce hint here
at all,! ari d not from any vain expectation
l>f add ing to his honour by iny praise ,)
ill his - read iness at all , times to take an
&cfive part in any scheme of private or

¦ 

-" ¦ •
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*' Sfee. Dr. Priestley's admirable trac t,
ntit led , " A free ^Aijdlress tto Protestant

Dissenters atf>*uclif by a J> issei*ter S '

public benevolence ; or For the ad vance *
meat, i« any way, of any important interes t
of his fellow-creatu res . In the active dis-
char ge of his professional duties among
the poor , he is known to have been parti -
cnla rl y exeniplar y ; in this great cause^he
fell, alas ! an h onourable but lament ed
sacr ifice!* He was also a great * promot er
of Bible Societies, and of Saring sv Ban ks.
At the very time of his deat h, I know , from
having been engaged in corresponden ce
with him upon the subject , he w&s endea-
vour ing the establishment of a Philoso -
phical Society in Leeds, on a scale well
suited to the capacity a^d energy of his
mind. This could scarcel y have failed,
(may I not, surely, say , will not J ail ? for
can we suppose that the numerous friends
in Leeds, whose esteem and high respect
he had alread y gained , will not feel them -
sel ves as it Were bound to carry into full
effect , as the most permanent and honour -
able monu ment to the memory of thei r
fr iend , th is hi* excellent pu rpose ?) to
promote the k nowledge, and consequ ent
resp ectab ility, of its more opulent classes .
—In all similar cases, I hope that we shall
always hear of ourr young friendia of fortune
and influence , who have been educate d
in this seminary , being read y to take that
leading par t , in their respective places of
abode, for which their education will,* we
tru st, have jso well pfepated them .

ic But the efrertibns pf our excellent
friend , in bis character of member of a
particu lar religious community , comes
more appropriately to be noticed in an ad-
dre ss to the greate r number of the young*
frien ds before ihe.

" Under this charac ter we always found
him takin g1 an active part in regulating
the affai rs , and stimulati ng the zeal of the
particu lar societies with which he was
successively connected, and thus eneou-
raging and stren gth ening' the hands of
thei r respective ministers in the prosecu -
tion of ttteir wbrit . And how much this
contribut es to' '. tie' coinifbrt and success of a
ministe r, and to tfi f pjro^peri ty, ' harlndiiy
and happiness of fhe people, thdSe only
Who have liad the happ iness of enjoy ing
such friendshi p, and of contrasting 1 the ir
own good forWne, in tliia resp^ct^ with the
stat e of those societies where no such ' pub-
lic. spirH is manifes ted , are competent to
estima te in its full ex ten I.

, ** "Bu t how much of his valuafe jc time

* It is a remarkabl e Ami riib.st affecting -
circumstan ce, that Dr . Joh n Gord on', ' of
Edinbur gh, Dr. Thomson 's colleague in
the presidency of the Royal Medical So-
^ietj ^lbfie,- a mttn nlso bf j^r^^roVe%sion al
itnd literary ettutt ^ttc ,̂ Ittl l tf *vicl^fei tcf the
same fatal disea»e within less tbanM rhon th
of his fr iend 's death .
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and labour did lie also devote to the pro -
motion of religious truth and knowledge
in a more public way ! What life And spir it
did he #ive to the stated meetin gs of mi-
nisters , as they had 'formerl y been , but
which wow, by his exertions , may be con-
sidered as meetings of congregations f
What a debt of gra titude does the cau se of
free reli gious invest igation owe him for
the establishment of the West Riding - Uni-
tarian Book and Tract Society ! With
what ease and chee rfulness will our se-
veral societies be enabled to assist each
other , and encourage rising institutions ,
when his pro posal of Fellowship Funds
shal l hare been 'carri ed into general effect !
And what a general union and harmony
may we expect in the Unitarian body,
if his plan , for a more int imate acquain-
tance with the stat e of each par ti cular
district and society by the body at large ,
should come to be successfully executed !*

£i These, howeve r, are obligations which
the cause of religious truth owes him, of
which at present you, gentlemen , can be
expected to hare only some general idea.
You will, at presen t, more readily ente r
in to, and, I trus t, will one day emula te his
atta chment to, and - exertions for, this his
Alma Mater , You cannot , indeed , follow
him in that honourable feeling, which
prom pted him to return to its funds , the
assistance which he had received for his
educa tion as a ministe r, when the implied
conditio n of it had aot been fulfilled t but
you can imita te him in his acti ve zeal for
its interests , in your personal atten dance
at its annual meetings , and , in time, in
contri butin g your share in the delibera -
tions for its mana gement and improvement.
—Thus you will, by degree s, in some good
pro portion , fill up the void that is left
among us; and so will answer one good
purpose at least , for which such calam itous
events as this which we now deplore ar e
permitted by the providence of God. The
premature removal , as it appea rs to us, of
so much excellence from the midst of us,
and that in the very beginning of publ ic
usefulness , is one of the difficul ties which
it belongs not to the present stat e fully to
unr avel ; it must be left to tha t state , for
which it will be the interest of each of us
so to employ present opportunities as to
qualif y ourselves $ and in which , if we do
so, tire may hope to see our frien d in the
enjoym ent of that rewar d, w|iich will
amply obviate every diffi culty.-r-When the
pro mise of Him, who * br ought life and
immor talit y to light,* and which is so well
fitted to encourage ajjtift maintai n our watc h-
fulness, stall be fidMled , that c whethe r

- - .
v 
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* A Memoir on this subjec t will shortly
solicit insertion in the pages of the Mon thl y 1
liepotitor y. . 1

vol. xm. 3 o

he come in the second watc h, or come in
the third watch , and find them so, blessed
ate those servants * *• !

Western Unitarian Society *
Tub meeting of the Western Unitari an

Society was held,, agreeabl y to public
notice , at the Unitaria n Cha pel in lira in-
ster, on Wednesday the 8th instan t. The
mornin g service was introduced with pr ayer
and the 2 eadin g of the Scri ptures , oy the
Rev. Mr . Lewis, of Dorch ester. The Rev.
Mr. Scott , of Portsmouth , delivered the
general prayer, and the Rev. Dr. Smith , of
Yeovil, who unit es in himself the two pro -
fessions of physician and dissenti ng minis-
ter , preached on 1 Cor. xiv. 20: ic In
unde rst anding be men." This sermon
was distin guished by profundit y of tboug-ht,
an admirab le train of judicious reasonin g,
an accurate delineation of the powers and
capacities of the human mind , and aa ani-
matin g representation of the advant ages
to be derived from a good educat ion, free
and unsha ckled inquiri es into philoso-
phical , moral and reli gious subjects ; and ,
as the consequence the reof , the extensive
progress of knowled ge, and of intellect ual
and pious attainme nts. He presen ted to
his hearers a pleasing prospect of the en-
lightened , virtuous and happy state of
society, when the causes which are now in
operation , especiall y the impro ved modes
of instructi ng young per sons latel y adopted,
produce their due effect ; and this led him
into stra ins of glowing and impressive elo-
quence . The Unitaria n, warmed with the
sentiments of piety and benevolence , has
peculiar motives for exertion s to contribute
to the pr omotion of natur al , moral and
religions knowledge as tending to ad vance
his system, which on account of Us reason-
ableness , plainness , simplicity and virtuou s
tendency is calculated to be, and he is
confident will eventuall y be, the religion of
the world. The write r of this article how-
ever will not attempt to convey to hi *
readers an adequat e idea of Dr. Smith' s
sermon . It is also need less, as it is hoped
he will accede to the unanimou s and earne st
wish and request of the meeting - to publish
it, and he may be assu red thai this dis-
course will not detrac f from the imputation
of the auth or of " Illustra tions of Ac
Divine Gove***»«pjCV

After th* ̂
the sod*ty ;wa* transacted • Jtfl LH tft tftfter-
stood tlka t some respectable perso n* of tfarik
ta rian princi ple^ are prevented from joining
the society, by objection * to »h« l<*hg% Qg * of ,
the preamble to the nates, it was propos ed
and seconded, that the subject sftoiilji |fct
taken into consideration at tit *) next annual
meeting' .

Thit« or four names *ett added to th*
list of *ub*crib«r» . Their Biwfe*r ifcdted
has been graduall y increasing foi aobic
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years past, and as in the same propo r tion
the labours of the Secreta ry must incre ase,
it becomes the members of the society to
contribu te as much as possib le to share
them with him. This may in some mea-
sure be done , by one of the subscribers
id a town or village where the re are two or
th ree members and upwards , kindl y under-
taking 1 to receive and delive r the catal ogues
and tracts , and to collect and rem it the
subscri ptions to the Secre ta ry . This plan
is al rea dy adopte d in some places, and
with respect to others the write r is per -
suaded , that a word to the wise is sufficien t.

Thirteen ministe rs were present , and
for ty-one gentleme n dined tog-ether. Tho-
mas Col fox, Esq. of Rax. House , near Brid-
port , in the chair. After dinner the toasts
usual on these occasions were given from
the chair , int roduced with suitable obser-
vations. The health of some of the gen-
tlemen present , especial ly of th ose who
had taken part in the mornin g* servi ce,
being drank , they returned thanks in short
but app ropriate speeches. An account
v. as given by one of the company of th e
excellent " I nstitution just established in
London for the Relief of Aged and Infirm
Protestant Dissenti ng* Mi nisters ,'' which it
is hoped will meet with that encourage -
ment from the friends of piety and benevo -
lence which it justl y merits .

The evening service was introduced with
singing:, the Rev , Mr. Fawc ett , of Yeovil ,
giving out the hymns for the day , which
were well chosen and appropriate to th^
occasion . The Rev. Mr. Yates , of Bir -
mingham , then engaged in prayer , and the
Rev. Mr. Butcher , of Sidmouth , preached
on 2 Kin gs x. 15 : " And when he (Jeh u)
was departed thence , he lighte d on Jehoua -
dab the son of Rechab coming1 to meet him ,
and he salute d him and said to him , ' Is
thine heart ri ght , as my heart is with th y
heart? * And Jelionadab answere d , * It is.*
c If it be, give me th ine hand .' An d he gave
him his hand ; and he took him up to him
into the chariot. '* After making* some
ingenious and judiciou s observations on
the peculiar excellencies of the manner in
which the events contained in the scri pture
histories are related , and notic ing- the
ta king of the hand in token of fri endshi p,
as 

^a custom of anci ent times ; the worth y
preacher was led by the narr ative he had
chosen for the subject of his discourse ,
ear nestl y la recomm end to his hearers , co-
operation with heart and hand in p ro-
mpting what they deemed a good caus e.
IJe skewed that Dmlaiiaii Ksm was justly
€v$^-- l° ^V* appellati on , and gave *
™$VtA*4 e*pji cH account of its doctr ines,
^9&>H ^

me <*th e» * gener all y entertaine d
by ra :jm>res sors, thou gh not essent ial con-
st^pt^( 

the 
systwn. Among these he

ran ked rTn'% 3$ a I . -, i o*ti tuti on of sal 1 «*e,n to
virtue att ^lii^lness, or that the pum$ k-

ments of the wicked will be correct ive, of
which he himself expressed his decided
conviction*

In urg ing on bis audi tory an , open
avowal , after due examination , of what
appeare d to them to be reli gious tr uth ,
unite d exertions to promote it , and more
especial ly, as of unspeakable importan ce,
to adorn and recommend a pure faith , by &
consistent disposition and conduct , this
zealous advocate of the Unitarian cause
was peculiarl y animating and impr essive.
The congregation in the evenin g was much
lar ger than in the morning . The usual
attendants iu the Unitarian Chapel at
Hminster , ave not very nume rous, but trul y
respectable 5 and none could enter more
thoroug hly into the genui ne spi rit of the
apostolic precept , with respect to the
friends to the cause , of other places, who
were presen t on the occasion , xi use hos-
p itality one to another without grudging.1'

The religious services of the day ap-
peared to give genera l satisfaction to those
who attended them . The pleasure s of this
kind , together wi th the gra ti fying feelings
excited by social interco urse with old
friends , and also with worth y persons of
who m one has befo re heard , but not per-
haps t ill then known , are of the purest
nat ure , and pres ent an inaperfect emblem
of th e hea venl y state . They animate to
dili gent endeavours to cultivate such pious
and amiable dispositions and habits as
qualif y us for ranking with the wise and
good here , and for ever associating with
such charac ters hereaftev.

T. H.
*** The next an nual meetin g is to he

held at Bath , timel y notice of which, as
also of the perso n appointed to preac h,
will fee given in the Monthl y Repository.
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Assembly  of Ministers in Devon and
Cornwall.

Oy Wedn esday , June 24, 1818, the
An nual Assembl y of Dissenti ng Ministe rs
ift the counties of Devon and Cornw al l,
was held at Geor ges Meeting , in Exeter .
Fifte en ministers were present . The devo-
tional service was conducted by the Rev.
Will iam Hincks ; and the Rev . James
Mannin g deli vered a discourse , which was
heard with great interest , from Heb. x. 25 t
" Not forsakin g the assemblin g' of our -
selves together/' Mrv Manning began
with an apol ogy for employing th is pas-
sage of scri ptu re in a sense different from
that in which it was used by the writer :
ho then pointed mit the advanta ges to be
deriv e fro m the occasional int erviews of
mititaters with each other ; trac ed the
history of " the Assembly" fro m its origin
to the present time ; recommended the
efitablf glmient of similar associations in
other distric t* of the kiug dojnr and con-
cluded with expressing an earnest hope



that the ministe rs in bis own neighbou r-
hood would not suffer so venerab le and
importan t an insti tu tion to langu ish for
want of thei r personal attenda nce. That
the design of the discourse might the more
effectua lly be answered , Mr. Ma nning - was
urge d to lay it before the public ; and
with thi s request of his br eth ren he pr o-
mised to com ply.

In the afte rnoon , the business of the
assembly, which consists princ i pally in
gra nting* exhibitions from a fund Taised
for that pu rpose, to ministe rs of small
congre gations , was transacted in the vestry.
The Rev. Edmund Butcher , of Sidinout h ,
presided as Mode rato r , and opened and
concluded the proceedings with pray er.

At seven o*clock on Thursd ay morn -
ing, the Rev. James Hews Bran sby, of
Budley, conducted the devotional service,
and preached from Acts iv. 19: "B ut
Peter and Joh n answered and said unto
him , Whet her it be right in the sight of
God to hea rken unto you more than unto
God, judg e ye.*' The object of the pr eacher
was to explain the scri ptu ral grou nds of
Protestant Dissent , and to inqu ire bow far
it is justified by the present circu mstances
of oar country. Speaki ng of the means
to be adopted for the preservatio n of Chris-
tian liberty , Mr. Bransb y war mly recom -
mended the encouragement of every plan
that is trul y catholic for educa ti ng minis-
ters in the knowled ge and love of those
princi ples which have procu re d for us all
that we now enjoy of reli gious freed om )
and in this part of his disco u rse he alluded
with much tendern ess and feeling, to a
thousand recollections of the season when
life was yet in its earliest spring , an d to a
thousan d emotions of grat itude and regret ,
which endeared to him the spot where he
then stood.

Y.
¦̂ ^ 1

both sexes, partook of an economical re-
past , Joh n Mace, Esq. of Tenterd en, bei ag-
in the chair. Several sentiments were
given out , which occasioned some appro-
priate observations froin different indi -
vid uals, amongst whom wer e Mr. L. Hol -
den , Mr . S. Dobel ^Mr. Pyall, Mr .C. Ellis,
Mr. T. H. Durrant , and Mr. Ctt ndill . The
company separated earl y, and thou gh some
differen ces of opinion had given ri se to
animated d iscussion , the wish to prom ote
the interests of true rel igion, and the real
wel fare of the human race , seemed to per-
vade every bosom .

Maidstone  ̂ Jul y  14, 1S18.

South Wales Un itarian Society*
The Six lee nth Annu al Meetin g: of the

South Wales Unitaria n Society, was fi eld
at Pant -y defaid , «uid Cape l-y-Groes , Car -
dig&nshire , on the 24th and 25th of June
last . At Pant -y-defaid on the -24tb, Mr.
David John and Mr. B. Phili p*, both of
St. Clear 's, preached ; the farmer from
1 Pe ter ij . 2 ; and the latter from Col. i.
15. Mr. Evan s, of Aberdare , preached on
the 25th , at Capel y-Groes , from 2 Cor.
xiii. 14 ; and Mr. James , of Gellioimen ,
from John viii. 32. This meeting was
num erous and respectable , and about seven*
teen pr eachers att ended it . The place
where the next annual meeting is to be
held was left to the committee to deter -
mine , who ar e to send notic e of it to the
diffe ren t ministers , th ree months before it
be held . A fter the business of the society
had been tra nsacted , an op*n conferenc e
was held in the meeting--house, and almost
all who had attended the tenu ous, wa ited
till tbe conferen ce wa» over , and conti nued
throughout very pUeati ve. The *i*l>j<$ct <U*-
cussed was, tbe dwtiactt&n between docr
triaal and practical preachi ng, and whether

Kent and Sussex Unitarian Chr istian
Association.

On Wed nesday the first insfant , the An-
nual Meeting - of the Kent and Sussex Un i-
tarian Christia n Association , was hol de n
at Battle , in Susse x, when a very j udicious
and app ropriate discourse was delivered
by Mr. Horsfield , the Unitaria n minister
of Lewes, from J ude , ver. 3: " That ye
should earnestl y contend for the faith ,
which was once deli vere d to the saint s "
The devotion al parts of the servic e, rea d-
ing the Scri ptures , &c. were perfo rmed by
Mr. Harding -, of Sevenoak s, and Mr Hol-
den , of Tenter den. The report of the pro -
ceedi ng's for the past jea r was then read ,
whidi chiefly related to th£ number of
t ra cts' whid h had been «listrit >u*4<l. Th«
comf>ftriy affcfcrwArd ss repa ired t& thc teeorge
Itm i , #liVre about a hundred and for ty of

Welsh Unitarian Ministers* Quarterly
Meeting.

The Quarterl y Meeting af the Welsh
Unitarian Ministers  ̂ was held at Rh yd-y-
Par k , on the 17th and 18th of June last.
There were presen t ten preachers , four of
whom del ivered sermons oh the occasion.
Mr. J. Thomas, of Pant-y -defaid, Cardi -
ganshire , preached on tbe 17th fro m Ps.
cxlv . 9 5 and Mr. Evans of Aberdare , Gla -
morgansh ire, from Matt . iv . 10. On the
18th 3 Mr. Evans , of Carmarthen , preach ed
from Matt . xxii. 42; and Mr . Ja mes, of
Gellionne n , from Rom. iii. 25. The
next quarterl y meeting was appointed to
be held at Blaen-Gwrach , on the 23rd and
24th September.

The subject discussed at the confe rence
was, the distinctio n between doctrinal and
practical preaching .
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the one could be effectual ly done without
the ofthcti r) , Several persons spoke, but all
on the same side of j  ̂question. All
who took part in the discussion, main -
tained , that it is impossible to preach
practi cally without preaching doctrin al ly,
and that it is impossible to preach the
genuine doctr ines of Christiani ty without
preachi ng Christian prac tice.

thinly attended . The very reverse, how-
ever, pr oved to be the case. The atte nd-
ance of fr iends was unusual ly lar ge from
Norwich, Bury , Framlirig hain and Ipswich ,
and more than seventy ladies and g-cntfe -
men dined together at the King 's Head,
Dies. Mr. Fulla gar was in the chair. We
have grea t reaso n to regre t the departure
of this gentleman for Chichester. The
cause of Unitananism in this district nas
been much indebted to his acti ve and well-
directed exertions , and we hope and believe
that his labou rs here will be fou nd to have
produced lastin g and importa nt results.
Many judi cious observations were mad e
afte r dinner by Dr. Phili pps , Mr. Fox ,
Mr. ScargiH, Mr. Per ry, Mr. Toms and
other friends.

The prosperity , the field of exertion and
the importan ce of the society, appea r to be
evide nt ly increasin g. Every year has ad -
ded to the interest of its meeting 's, and
those of our friends , who atten ded this
year for the fi rst time, expressed thei r re-
gret , that they had not before partaken a
pleasu re so unal loyed and so animating.

. :- 
¦ ¦ ¦ ¦

• E. T.
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Eas tern Unitarian Society*
Thb Sixth Yearly Meeting of the East -

ern Unita rian Society was held at Pal grave ,
in Suffolk , on Wednesday and Thursday ,
the 1st and 2d of Jul y. On Wednesday
evening: the service was introduce d by Mr.
Perry , of Ipswich 5 an d Mr. Trel eaven ,
of Lynn , delivered a discours e 011 the duty
of implicit and active obedience to the
divine commands . On Thur sday morni ng,
Mr . Treleavea read the Scri ptures, Mr.
Scar g-ill, of Bury St. Edmu nds, praye d ,
and Mr. Fox, of London , preache d. This
discourse was -admirabl y adapted to shew
how completely the Trinitarian system

^ 
is

at variance with the language of the Scri p-
tures , with the facts which they record ,
with the rea sonings of Christ and his apos-
tles, and with the discourses delivered
after our Lor d's resurrecti on . It proved
the identificati on of Tr initarianism with
those cor ruptions of the pure doctrine of
Christ , which were expressl y foretold. We
scarce ly renqeinbe r U> have hear d a dis-
course more calculated to serve the cause
of truth ; and we have great pleasure in
anno uncing its intended publication. —
A fter service , the busi ness, of the Society
was transa cted : Meadows Taylo r, Esq . of
Diss, in the chai r. The Report of the
Committee adve rte d to the estab lishment
of Fellowshi p Funds at Norwich , Palgrave
and Fratnling hain ; and urged the necessity
of formin g similar societies in the other
churches in the Eastern district. The
openi ng of the Unitarian chapel at Col-
chester was ad verted to, and a hope was
expressed that the time was not far distant
when a meeting- of the Society mig ht be
held there , Sir. t*ox remarked , that it
would be highl y desi rab le to reali ze this
hope the following year , and it was unani -
mously aer ^ed, that the next yearly meet-
ing should be held at Colchester , on the
last Wednesda y and T^ujtK jay in June
1610, and tha t Mr. A upland should be
requested to preach , "Hie: thank s of the
society were voted to Mr , Fojc and Mr.
Tre leaven , for tljeir vj^a&ble services ;
and la. L Mars h, f^ '̂-md w. Edward
Taylor, were appoi nted Tre asu rer and
Secretary for the y«ir ensuii:^.

It w  ̂Antic ipated, thai owing to th e
postpon^D^edt ̂ o£ t|tyte meeting, (occasioned
hy the jjA^hflf* c6nt*6ted elections in th 

e
two couritfW ,} lt ^-ould Wve been but

' • ¦ •; V \

Sidmouth Fe llowship  f und *
Owe of those excellent institutions , a

Fellowship Fund , has lately been formed
by the Religious Society under the pas-
toral car e of the Rev. Edmund Butcher , at
Sidmouth , in .Devonshire . It alread y con-
sists of upwards of seventy members . It is
called " Th e Unitarian Fellowshi p Fund
Society of the Old Dissenting Meeti ng*
Hoti&e , Sidmouth /1 It is to be condu cted by
a committee of eight y who are to be chosen
annuall y from the whole bod y of the sub-
scribers . The committee are to meet ouce
a quarter , but they are empowere d to call
an extrao rd i na ry meetin g whenever they
thi nk it necessary. The Rev £. Butcher
has, by request , accepted the office of per-
petual president. The tr easu rer for the
year is William Stocker , Esq. , surg eon,
and the secretary , Mr. G. P. Drew , wine-
merchant. The society was formed, after
an ap pr opriate sermon by Mr. Butcher ,
Sun day, A pril 12, 1818; and an occa-
sional l|earer , a member of the Establishe d
Churc h, evinced his liberality , by pre-
senti ng it with a donation of one poun d.
The committee held thei r fi rst meetin g the
Sunday following.

MlgesjO'ANEOUS.
Erect ions and Repa irs of Churches.

, Voi^UNTAjtV subscriptions on behal f of
the Church of Eng land sfcre becom ing com-
mon. r We ;w  ̂ theije w$**$ thought; suffi-
cient, and that the taxes, so hardly raised
from the people, we're ap plied to merel y
civil purposes . One million sterling is,



huwever ,, voted out of the public purse ,
or rather out of the publ ic credit , (for the
money must be borrow ed,) to erect new
churches or repair and enlarge old ones :
another million is expected to be voted to
Scotland and I reland , in neither of which
king doms is ther e, as far as we cat) see,
^.ny necessity for the meas ure . In Scot-
land chape ls of all sor ts, an d amongst
them Ep iscopa l Dissenting chapels , Epis-
copacy being heresy and schism beyond
the Tweed , increase with the population ;
3-nd in I rela nd , there are churches without
number which have up Protestant popu-
lation ar ou nd them* and which are , there -
fore , frequented bj  ̂only the twos and the
t hre eŝ  and very f ew places where the
erect ion of churches would add to the
nu mber of Prote stant worshi pers . If mo-
ney must be voted for Scotisb and Irish
churches , the vote wil l be effecti ve onl y
hy a) low ing* the population of any place
scantil y* accommodated with ecclesiastical
buildin gs, to determine to w nich commu-
nion the edifice shall belong. But this is
zn act of charity , or rather of justice , for
which the British government is not yet
prepared . Every thing - that is needfu l for
the support and dignity of the National
establishment , may he surely left to the
zeal of its members . So thinks the Bishop
of Chester. The .Cathedral at Chester Is
in a state of dilapidation , and it is esti-
mated that £7000 are wante d for its de-
cent repair. " The funds of the Capitular
body are unequal even to the annual ex-
penses of the Cathedral ," and , there fore,
the bishop has issued a ci rcular to his
clergy , commanding them to preach a
serm on and make perso nal app lications ,
each in his respective parish , to provide
hy a benevolence the aforesaid sum. This
is bette r than going to the Treasury : but
it seems odd , that so richl y endowed a
churc h, as that of England , should not
be able to tak e care of its sacred edifices
out of its immense and perpetu ally increas -
ing revenues. A vigilant and economical
par liament , real ly rep resenting the peop le,
would institute a diligent inquiry into this
matte r.

¦ ?

' MMk ^̂ l̂ Hte M̂ ' - 
'

varied talents of «nind, unremitting ly ex-
ercised to promote the happiness and com-
fort of his fettow-creatttres —so eminent
in his medical capaci ty, by the ' skill and
tenderness which he uni form ly displayed
i  ̂ the discbar ge of bis duties—so sin-
cere and zealous a friend to the cause of
what he regarded pure and undented re-
ligion—and so exemplary in his whole
deportment , cannot die, without feelings of
deepest interes t and regret being awak -
ened in the breasts of his surviving friend *.
It would be a difficult task to delineate ,
in any adequate man ner, the characte r of
our depar ted friend , his excellencies of
heart and mi nd wer e so many and great ,
whilst his failings were so few and trifling ;
nor is it necessary to enter upon this task.
Dr . Thomson 's character w&s generall y
well know n, justly app reciated , highly re-
vered , and will long be cheri shed in the
memory with sincere esteem. But it wil l
be a pleasing and satisfac tory intelli gence
to his numerous friends , to be inform ed*
that a wish has been expressed , and is
about to be indul ged ; which , wh ilst boMOur
will be reflected upon those who concur
in it , presents the means of transmitting
his name to afte r generations , in a way,
that shal l secure their respect and calf for
thei r imitation.

At a meeting of tfce ministe rs and their
friends, belonging to the West -Riding of
Yorkshire Association of Protestan t Dis-
senters , usuall y denominated Presb yterian *which was held at Huddersii eld, on the 11th
instant , a resolution Was moved by the
Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, to the following"
effect, and bein g- seconded , was unan i-
mously assente d to,—-" That thou gh om
deceased friend Dr. Thomson , will live in
the recollections of all of his contemporaries
who had the happiness of his acquaintance ,
and thoug h the i»est tribute of respect his
surv ivors can pay to his memor y will be
to imitate bis virtues and endeavour to ful-
fil his designs of public u sefulness , yet,
that it is desira ble that some permanent
memor ial of him be erected to trans mit
his name with honou r to posterity ; that,
therefore , a Monumental Tablet be erected
to his memory , the expense to be defra yed
by unsolicited subscri ptions / 9 ,

A committee , of which the Rev. Richard
Astley , of Halifa x, was ap pointed Chair-
man , was forthwith nomina ted With power
to add to their numbe rs, to carr y the above
resolution into eftecft.

At a meet ing of the committee , jbeld
at Et ?r idge> Hotel , Yorlj  ̂thi s day, th ^
following resolutions were unanim ousl y
adopted : ' ^

That the committee i*e enlarg ed, and te
consist of the folio wing ^eutlenxjn ;
„/*?*^d^&h, f tf f it*** (J ^irmpn;
William Bkiogs, Esq. Ha lifax,; Tr easurer.

ttev. Charles Well be cored , York, Revr
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Monument to the late Dr. Thomson.
The late Job n Thomson, M. D., was so

hi ghly respected and beloved by a very
large acquaintance , consisti ng- of persons
from eve ry denomination in reli gion and
party in politics, that his death has excited
a powerful and widely-extended sensati on
of regret, on account of the loss which
society in general has *ust*ineri by the
event ; and of sympath y for those more
inti mately connected ifatf i him by the ties
of near relations hip pr heart -felt atta ch-
ment. '

A man so ^isti ng-ufched bv grp &t and



W* Turne r, Jun. , ditt o, Richard Monlson,
M. D., Hali fax, Christo pher Rawson , Esq.,
ditto , Rawdoii Brigg s, Ju n ., Esq , ditto ,
William Hun triss , Esq., ditto , Christop her
Holds worth Dawson, Esq., Royds Hal l,
near Bradford , Rev. N.T. Heinekin , Brad -
ford, George JSt ans feld, Esq. , ditto , Rev.
Edward Hi gginson , Derb y, Bent ,
M. D., dit to, Rev. Henry Turner , Not-
ti ngham , Rev . Thomas Johns tone , Wake -
field , Dan iel Gaskell , Esq. , ditto , Rev .
Jose ph Hiitto n, Leeds , Thomas William
Tottie , Esq., ditto , Geor ge Oates , Esq ,
di tto , Rev. J. G. Robberds , Manchester ,
George William Wood , Esq., ditto , Ed-
ward Holme , M. D., ditto , Rev . William
Turner , Newcastle -on-Tyne, Noel Thomas
Smith , M. D., ditto .

That no individual subscrip tion exceed
one guinea .

That such individuals as intend to be-
come subscri bers to the proposed Monu-
ment , be requested to communicate their
names to some member of the committee
before the firs t day of October next.

That the members of the commit tee be
reques ted to report from time to time to

MONTHLY RETROSPECTof PUBLIC AFFAIRS ;
OR ,

The Christian s Survey of the Political World .
THE importance of a House of Com-

mons is estimated probabl y better by
fore igner s than by the inhabitants of this
country 5 and , indeed , when we consider
the nature of the duties to be performed
by the rep resentati ves, it may be matter
of just surpri se, that such scenes should
tak e place a& are too common at elections .
Much of the confusion and disorder on
these occasions is to be attributed to the
want of care and foresi ght in prepa rin g
the things requisite for the best means of
taking* the votes of a great multitude.
What can be more preposterous than that
the freeholders of a larg e county should be
obliged to go to a great distance from their
houses to give thei r votes, when this might
be done with so much greater ease in the
district s near them ? And if it is necessar y
that all the votes should be taken in one
place, common sense seems to point out ,
that that place should be so selected as
to give the least opportunity for confusion .
In Westmin ster , thi s last circu msta nce
seems to have been little attended to. The
place for votin g- is in a market -place,
wher e, independentl y of the election , there
is a greater concourse dail y of people, par -
ticularl y of the lovver ran ks, than in any
market of tbe empire . The consequ ence
was, as migrht be expecte d, a ver y great
degree of confusion ; which at one time
rose to such & height , that the military ,

the chai rman or to the treasure r, such sub -
scri ption s as they have received.

That permission be reque sted of the
Trustees of the North-Ga te-End Chapel ,
Hal ifax, to place the proposed monument
within that chapel.

That the address read by the chairmau
be adopted as the address of thi s meetin g-,
and that it be printed and circu lated amon g
the friends of the lafe Dr. Thomson , along
with such part of the proceedings of this
meetin g-, as the chai rman shall deem ne-
cessary.

That power be give n to the chai rman to
cal l the committee toge ther , at such times
and places , as he shal l find most expe-
dient. RICHARD ASTLEY , Chairman .

York , June 23, 1818.

who in all other places but Westminster
are ordered to with dra w from the place of
polling-, were called in to quel l the riot.

Ther e was a great number of conteste d
elections , and in the metro pol is the sense
of the people was manif ested in a very
stron g manner. In the city of Lo ndon a
chan ge took place of a ve ry extrao rdinary
nature. One of their quondam represen -
tativ es, who was expecte d to be at the
head of the poll, and who had in Common
Halls given decisi ve mar ks of his opinion
of his own stren gth , ivas completely th rown
out ; and of the four candidates retur ned ,
th ree were decisi vely of the popular side,
and the fourth an untried chara cter , of
whom hopes wer e ente rtained tha t he would
not be a decided ministerial ist. That Mr.
Alderman Wood should be at the head of
the po ll was no more than might be ex-
pected , as a reward for the eminent ser-
vices lie had rende red to the city in his
magisterial capacity , and his known inde
pendent princi ples ; and it must be a
satisfaction to all lovers of freedom , that
these circu mstances had their due weight.
MrV Waithman has lon g been before the
public, and the choice of him as one of
the representat ives manifests the sense of
the riablic on late measures : and if he
does tris doty in parliam ent , of whi ch there
is no reason to doub t, as wel l as he has
perfor med it in the Common Counci l , the
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NOTICE.
TH fi Hev . Mr. Evans , of Isl ingto n, has

in the press , The Pro gress oj Human Lif e ',
or the Seven Ages of Man ; illustrate d by
a series of Extracts in Prose and Poetry ,
upon the plan of his Juuenil e Touris t and
Ex cursion to Windsor , with a view to the
Risin g Generati on .



city may justly be commended for its
choice.

But th is electi oa has not given satis*
faction to several gentlemen , who are mer -
chants , hankers and traders in the metro -
polis : and they thoug ht it ri ght to step
forw ard to condole with Sir William Cur-
tis on the loss of his seat. For this pur -
pose a meeting* was convened , in which,
politics were understood to be excluded ,
as several of the persons meeting on th is
occasion were known to be averse to the
line of politics in genera l pursu ed by the
Baronet. They condoled with him on his
loss, because they fel t him an useful man
to thems elves in the ir commer cial arran ge-
ments with government : and they , who>
disliked his politics, were sensible of the
adva ntag e it was to them in thei r private
concerns , to have a . man to transact busi -
ness for them , who had the ear of the
minister. How far th is may be of ad-
vanta ge to the merchants , banke rs and
trad ers of the other par ts of the kingdom ,
is a question that may bear some discus,
sion : but assuredl y the electors of the
city wer e bound to take other things into
consideration , besides the intercourse with
the minister 's parlo ur* A member of par-
liament has great political duties to per *
form ; and the first point assuredl y is,
whethe r the representati ve and his con-
stitu ents ar e agreed upon the great ques-
tions of ad ministrat ion ; the second is, the
fitness of the person to manage the local
inte rests of the community . -Be th is as it
may, about fi fteen hund red persons united
in condolin g with the Baronet for his loss,
and th ankin g him for his past services :
but perha ps the public will cong ratulate
th e city on the exchange of a member ,
howeve r beneficial his services may have
been to pri vate individuals , for on e on
wh om they place greater rel iance for the
dischar ge of the more important duties
wh ich devolve on a representative for the
city of London .

West minste r pre sented a very remark -
able scene. The popular party was
divided , and very nearl y lost ita favori te
cand idate . As it was, he was not at the
head of the poll . A gentleman was unite d
with Sir Francis Burdett , who was not so
accepta ble as Sir Samuel Romill y, pro-
posed by a considerable bod y of the electo rs .
In consequence of this difference of opi-
nion, Sir Fra ncis was for some time only
the third on the poll : but the ground lost
was soon regained, when the united body
took up hoth Sir Francis and Sir Samu el ,
who were returned as members ; Tlie lattter
was chai red on the Aa.y ot election ; but
the ceremo ny for the former dtid opt ta fce
place for some days afte r, wlien h-e, t w.a«
carr ied in great triump h throug h the city^
an immense concourse of people attending -
and testif ying their joy at thi s triump h of

their favourite. The greatest orde r pre *
vailed upon this occasion, though, the high
constable received orders from the high
steward not to attend ; and the foreigners ,
many of them of ver y high rank , wbo wit*
nessed the proce ssion, were astonish ed that
such regularity could be observed , when
there was no military to keep the. people
in orde r. In fact , such a procession could
never have been seen in any other metro -
polis of Euro pe ; for such an expression
of popular feeling would have created
uneas y sensations in those, whose duty it
is to watch over the general welfare .

In the Borou gh, Sir Robert Wilson was
elected after a short contest , and imme-
diatel y after his election went to West -
minste r to give his vote for Sir Fra ncis
Burdett and Sir Samuel Romill y. Middle *
sex was not contested . In the Uni versi ty
of Dublin , the secretary to the Admiralty
made an unsuccessfu l attempt. On the
whole it appears , that about one fourth of
the house will be changed , and it is cat*
culated that the administration will lose a
considera ble number of supporte rs : but
what effect this will have on the general
cours e ef politics time must determine .
The last parl iament and its measures were
rou ghly handled at the various meetings
for election , and the member s of it who
are returned to the new parliament , will
have had sufficient opportunities of k now-
ing the sentiments of the ir constituents ,
befor e they are assembled to deliberat e on
the welfare of the state .

One remarkab le circumstance occurred
which cannot but have ita due weighL
Mr. Hunt , who was a celebrated character
at the Spa-fields meeting s, proposed him-
self for Westminste r  ̂ whose elective fran -
chise approac hes very nearly to that of
universal suffra ge, for which lie declare s
himsel f to be the most decided ad vocate.
In this city , however , where is such a
num erous body of elector s, he could not
get a hundred votes ; and from that it may
be safel y inferred , that if the ri ght of
suffr age were extended , its effects would
be ver y different from what its opponents
seem so much to app i ehend and to dread.
The question will pro bably be agitated in
the ensuing par liament , and the reformers
may hit upo n some medium which* con-
sulti ng the feelings of the people, may get
rid of the opp robrium of the present state
of representati on . For , if it cannot be
allowed to ever y man of the age of twenty-
on« to have « vote, sure ly tUe impropriety
is m uch greate r of one man having several
of the representa tives unde r his controul.

la Fiance a suppressed conspiracy has
occupied much of the atte ntion of that
country, and with it pf the sovereigns
unite d together in what is called , but with
what propriet y its fruits will determine ,
the Holy Alliauce . The object of this
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conspiracy was to set aside the rei gning
monarch , and to substi tute in his place
his brother , so well known in the begin-
ning of the revol ution by the title of
Count d'Artffis * Now it is well known
that of the Bourbon family the sovereign
himself is the most popular , and with him
is connected the observance of the charter
to which the nation is much attached . The
Ultra Royali sts view ia this charter much
unfriendl y to thei r hopes and expectations ,
but thei r absence from their countr y has
ta ught them litt le, and they had not the
sense to perceive , that if their wishes had
been grati fied, in the monarc h resi gning
Iiis charge , the y are themsel ves in so small
a minority that they could never bring the
nation to uuite with them in their projects .
One of them evidentl y was to make some
inroad s on the possession of pr opert y as it is
isow held , and probabl y the farther advance -
ment of the popish reli gion would have been
a great point with them . In what manner
they were to have effected their pur pose
remains to be discovered. Severa l per-
sons have been seized and a judicial in-
qui ry is on foot, but prob ably it will never
come to a public hearin g and the matte r
will be hushed up. A great qu estion is
the withdr awing of the troops under whose
surveillance the French nation is now kept.
The sovereigns of the holy alliance are to
have a grand meeting in the autum n, and
this is to be a great subject of their dis-
cussions , but perhaps it is as much the
inte rest of the reigning monarch th at the
troops should be kept near him, as it is of
the other party to prevent France from
falling into confusion. It is wow evident
that the concordat is covered with such
difficulties that it cannot appear without
being in great measu re re-modelled .

Com m unicati ons have bee n received [Jul y 28th ] from B. R . Davis ; A Presbyterian ;
Impartial ; B. M. ; J .  T. Clark e 5 T. Howe 5 Joseph Lamb ; W. Brown 5 A. C. 3 and
J oseph Jevans.

Mr. Pine ^s Ex amination of Mr. Belsham 's Arguments fo r  Infa nt Bap tism  ̂ which
has bee n long in our hands , is intende d for tli £ next Number.

B. M^s proposed communications are requested , on his own terms . He will under -
stand us.

Our anxiety to dischar ge a long arrear of Miscellan eous Communic ations has occasioned
blanks in our Biblical Criticism , Review and Obituar y departme nts, as also omissions of
In telli gence.

We beg leav e to repeat , that we invit e no cotacni m^ations which are not confided
absolutely to onr jud gment and disposal. '

*#* The Publishers have a set of this Wo rk , in 12 volvnw, half-bound , which may
he obtained at the full price . They will give the same pric* for tli e firs t Two Vulumcs 7and f or any of the single Numbers from No. 1 to No, $^3 and also for No. 133  ̂ for
January , 1817? cont aining the ' . Portrait of Mr. Vidler .

The cause of the Spanish colonies in
America becomes every day more and more
interes tin g*. A decisive battle in Chili has
so mani fested the superiority of the iusur -
gents, that they have not hesi tated t#
th row off the odious yoke by which they
have been so long enthra lled, and by %
well-written and spir ited manifesto the ^
have declared their independe nce to the
wo rld . Troops are said to bare gone fron&
Spain , but before they can reac h the wes-
tern coast of A merica , the I ndependent *
will be full y prepar ed to meet them . Thus
the southern part of the south of Amer ica
may be considered as emanci pated . In
the northern par t the question is no* so
decisively settled ; but the royal cause has
suffe red by such defeats , that we may ex-
pect soon to hear of its being* entirel y
annihilated . Upon the seas also a con-
siderable maritime force is employed, part
under the constituted authorit ies of the
newly independent countrie s, and par t of &
piratical natu re , which , taking* advan tag e
of the circumstances of the times , is making
predatory incursions on the commerce of
Spain. The mother country in the mean
ti me seems to be in such a state of imbe -
cility, that it cannot take any vigorous
measures for regaining its lost dominions .
When the independent countries are settled
into leg-itimate governments , a new spuj
will he given to commercial enterprise ,
and it will be the fault of Great Britain if
it is not a great gai ner by this change
of dominion .

There is a great talk of a rupture be-
tween Spain and the United State s, but it
is not likely that the former will enter
upon open hostilities , which would onl y
proclaim more strong ly its imbecility t <-
tii e whole world.

%7& State of Public Affairs.

CORR ESPOND ENCE .




