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» Memozr of tipe late Mr. G’ W Meadle_y e
[WE have already given (pp..5—8, the Bev. John Farrer. At ﬂ:ke 5 m

amd 121, 122,) some biographical par-
ticulars of Mr. Meadley, but these do
- not supersede the following regular
Memoir from the pen of our much-
respected correspondent, V. F. Dn.]

SR, -
A S it is one of the laudab}e ob;ects
‘A of the Repository to pay the due
tmbute of resp
especially . when they have been de-
voted to the cause of hberty, civil and
reixgwus, permit me to request admis-
sion ‘inte your pages for the following-
Memoir of my late lamented friend
and meighbour, Mr. Meadley.
- aware $hat this has been already
in another penodlcar publ wation,"‘ by
one” who is in many re ~Imuc
better qualified for the task; but
there is sometimes an advantage in
- having the same object presented to
beholders in different points of view.
Georce ‘WiLson MEADLEY was
bom at Sunderland, January 1, 1774.
He lost -his highly respected father
in 17795. Bemg the youngest child,
and the onmly son, he was naturally
the o;b ect of the tender and-ipdulgent
care of his excellent mother, who
(with her four daughters) is now his
mournful .survivor. His early edu-
cation was chiefly domestic ; and the
reverence for trubh and
which’ he manifested through
sufficiently shews the care whwh had
been taken to -imbue his miad with
~ religious and moral prineiples ; ~while
the attention which had been shewn
to dévelope and exercise the powers
of the mind, appears from the profi-
ciency - which he soon made in cldssieal
leavning: on::his - being' entered, about
© 1788, in'the excellent grammar-school

of Wlmmleu’Wear, under ﬂm eare of |

l’\r .
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ect to worth and talent,

T am

done

to er%n,l s Georgxcs,

mtegn ‘Z .

t,ﬁeai

time, the civepmstance of his mfancg
qu cfnﬂd‘b@ogﬂ having been chiefly
spent axpong females, Wrthout much
soc;ety ‘with his owu'agg and sex,’

together. with, peﬂnaps, some éonatx.-
- tutioual tendenc;e,s, mlght contnhute

to keep him from assac;atmg so.much
with his achool-fellows in their boglpb :
sports, and allow him more. time for
application to his books. He was con.

'sidered at Witton as a very good-tem-

pered, inoffensive .youth, but -greatly.

deficient in personal activity. - As a

scholar. thgqF'jh not partmularly qmck ~

he was mt;e the ‘wonder oK the boys,

aud the ad %’ahqn qf lus !?astérs,{on )
his - remarka le powers o

_often voluntarily

‘ wou recite

many fings in  addition to.a task, which

the others of his class had mastered
with dnﬂiculty L When advanced
(says my in-
formant,) “ I remember our ‘all mar-
velling, and those who were near his

‘rank envying, at the praises he ge-

quired by producmg a rhym ﬁd trans-
lation of the portion wh;ch 13 class-

| fel]ow S ;hacl hammered into awkward

prese.” He left Witton abeut the
latter end of 1788 ; and trade’ being

‘the line marked out for him, he was -

fixed in ‘the city of Durham as an
appren ce o M. (gfterwar
man) Chipchase, who unite tfm.. u-
sinesges. 9 grocer, ‘draper and banker ;
and young Meadley was, during. hxs
appreptmeshnp. employed occasiony ly
in_each department, ‘and ‘much
Iked them all; emploxmg fn,s houl:s
that were Lspared to him in’reading,
and. some. eye&p of his Op and office
Bours in various compositions, chiefly
in rhyme, possessing,, probably, not
m; .of the tmepoehcs irit 2 atleast,
%’ terwards, wis muc a,shalped
thaugh at the time he was gra-
% wap: ngtun}l at, lus age, b,y

. /

niemory. -
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their occasional insertion in the pro-
vincial papers.
1791, a saucy friend addressed to him a
burlesque ode on, what he deemed, his
unsuccessful courtship of the Muses.
It was received with complete good-
‘humour—a rare instance of candour
in a youth of seventeen, and, what
is still more rare, was followed by
a practical adoption of the advice.
He seldom afterwards indulged the
versifying propensity, though hlS early
purchases of books were still chiefly

eonfined to poetry. During his resi-
dence, however, at Durham, which
was continued till the latter end of
1793, the debates on the Abolition of
the Slave Trade, the Test Act, and,

above all, the French Revo]utlon,
deeply engaged his attention, (as
whose did they not who was then of
an age to think?) and gave his mind
an entirely new turn. He bought
many books on these momentous ques-
tions, the productions both of English
and of French writers ; and the cause
of liberty, natural, civil and religious,
having been maintained at the public
meetings held in that city with so
eminent a superiority of talent by Mr.
(now Earl) Grey, the late Mr, Lamb~
ton, Dr. Fenwick, and others, and
bemmg espoused in private by several
young men of distinguished abilities,
whose friendship he bad contracted,

he then, probably, first formed that
decided attachment to the liberal side
of the question, which ever afterwards
marked his character.

On leaving Durham he spent some
time at home in general reading, and
1n acquiring the Italian, and improviag
his knowledge of the French lan-
guage. Hebhad conceived an aversion
for retail business; and thought, pro-
bably, that he might combine the
profits of a mercantile adventure with
the pleasure of foreign travel, by a
voyage to the L.evant. This he under-
took in 1796, visiting Naples, (where
he was hospitably entertained by the
Jate Mr. Lambton, then a resldent
there for his health, and had also the
opportumty of seeing Vesuvius, Her-
culaneum, - Pompeu, &c.,) Smyrna,
Constantinople, where he formed an
intimacy with Mr. Thornton, which
was dissolved only by the death  of
the lattér. Mmdfu] also, at all times,
of making provision for meéntal im.

In the latter end of

‘the name of Almighty

Memoir of the late Mr. G. W. Meadley.

provement, he had availed: ﬁlmself of
the advantage: of visiting the Medi-
terranean to collect a valuable library
of books in the Italian and other mo- "
dern languages: these, however, he
lost on his return, haviug been taken
prisoner soomn after setting sail from
Gibraltar, (though with convoy,) and
marched ‘on foot through a conside-
rable part of Spain. He soon, how-

“ever, found means to return home;

when he began to apply to the German
language, partly with a view to mer-
cantile expeditions, one of which he
made to Dantzic, in 1801, and ano-
ther to Hamburgh, in 1808, from
which place he, in company with a
friend, -travelled on foot thirough Hol-
stein and part of the North of Ger-
many. Of the city of Hamburgh he
has given an account in the Monthly
Magazine, XVI1. 218, 412. Of the
pedestrian tour, his friend had before
inserted a shox"t account in the same
Volume, p. 127. But, disgusted with
the modes of trick and manceuvre, So
opposite to his plain and honest views,
with which trade was then in a manner
of necessity carried on, by simulated
papers and other contrivances to evade
the effects of Bonaparte’s measures for

" the destruction of British commerece,

he finally relinquished all thoughts of
pursuing it, and, contenting hlmself
with the moderate but easy compe-
tence of his family, (whom he sin-
cerely loved, and by whom his affection
was cordiall y returned,) as sufficient
to satisfy his very limited wants, he
devoted himself to the quiet enjoy-

ment of a life of literary leisure, and

to the promotion of knowledge and
liberal principles among his neigh-
bours and acquaintance. His readi-
ness in this service he had already
evinced, having, shortly after his re-
turn from Durbam, exerted bis in-
fluence in order to the establishment
of a subscription-library; which was
accordingly established. in the begin-
ning of 1795, :and was carried forward
with such success, that it was found
expedient to erect a public building
for the accommodation of the sub-
scribers. The foundation stone was
laid on the 6th of May, 1801, “in
od, the foun-
tain of mtel]lgence, and the source of
mind."

The library v:’aa founded dunng



Memoir of the late Mr. G. W. Meadley.

the mcumbency of his old master, the
Rev. John Farrer,* who was for a
short time Rector of Sunderland, but
finding the situation much too bur-
densome and bustling to agree with
his former ‘habits, contracted in the
satisfactory exercise of his useful pro-
fession of a schoolmaster in a retired
village, embraced the opportunity of
exchanging it for one more congenial,
- which was preaeuted to him b the
preferment, in the summer of 17()5, of
the celebrated Dr. Paley, to the Rec-
tory of Bishop Wearmouth., Of this
eminent person Mr. Meadley, as one
of his parishioners, naturally sought
the acquaintance; and was treated by
him with all the frank aund easy affa-
bility for which he was so conspicuous,
and which was so well calculated to
secure the warm attachment of one
who so earnest] y thirsted after know-
ledge of every kind, and who was so
qu: xllﬁed from his own stores, pa.l‘tl-
cularly from the absolute accuracy of
facts and dates, which his prodigious
memory had enabled him to acquire,
to repay some part, at least, of the
benefit which he himself 1ece1ved He
himself relates, that, on his return
 from his various continental expedi-
tions, he always underwent a very
close examination from his Rector on

the Pal‘tjggulars which he had observed.

And here it may be proper to observe,
that his family is in possessiou of very
minute and interesting manuscript
accounts of his different voyages.
On the lamented death of Dr. Paley
in 1805, Mr. Meadley naturally felt
extremely anxious that some authen-
fic and accurate memoir should be
given to the world of so eminent a
person: and this the rather, as he
justly observes, because whlle, in
maany instances, ¢ the man is often

very unlike the author, in the case of

Dr. Paley, the author is only a more
grave and dignifjed cxhibition of the
man ; and those who knew him per-
sonally enjoy more vividly, on that
very account, every quaintness of
phrase and shrewdnaess of remark that
occurs in his writing.” Bat it was
not tlll after waltmg three years, and

-

* An- mtereatmg Memotir of thlS e‘u:el_
Jlens. man  was  published after his death,
by his, nephew; the Rev. John Farrer, of
St. Clement, Eustcheap, London

‘heretical side
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in the mean. time urging several of

those who had been his earlier and
more intimate friends, and some who,
from affinity as well as friendship,
might have been expected to under-
take the task, that he at length formed
the reaolutxon of becoming himself
the biographer of his respected pas-
tor. When he had once undertaken

it, he spared neither time nor labour

nor expense in collecting materials,
and in doing this formed many per-
sonal intimacies with those who had
been the fellow.students or pupils of
Paley, or who were otherwise enabled
to give him useful information. These
were the source of much satisfaction
to him during the whole of his re-
maining life. Among these may be
mentioned the present Bishop . of

hester, Dr. Brown, the late Masier
of Christ’s, Dr. Ord, Mr, Stoddart, of
Ashford, Mr. Hall of Grantham, Mr.
Tate of Rlchmond Dr. Charles Sym-
mons,. Mrs. Jebb, and Dr. Disney.
To the last-mentloned gentleman, he
owed his introduction to several emi-
nent ‘Unitarian- divines, particularly
Mr. Jervis, Jate of Leeds. And he
might, probably, be led by this cir-
cumstance more carefully to study,
and more decidedly to embrace the
in ‘this controversy ;
though he had been, prekusly, by
no means uninterested in it

The first draft of the Memoirs of
Paley is said to have been written in
a style so much too florid, that the ju-
dicious friend who favoured him with
the Letter (sigued Q. V.) with which

- the work concludes, told him plainly

that ‘it was in vain to correct, he
must re-write the whole ;” whn.h

with equal candour, good-humour and

patient industry, he immediately did :
and he appears to have effectually
profited by his friend's advice. The
work itself, as before the ubhc, 1S
remarkable for the unaﬂ'ected simpli-
city of its style, which also dlstm—

.gulshes his subsequent writings ; as

well as also for the modesty "of the

Author, who never obtrudes himself
‘upon his readers as the friend of the
‘deceased, or as a party in any of the
conversations which. he reports,

of
the good.opinion of. the public a suffi-

.cient proof is, that, lt very soon called

for a new edlhon 3 In whlch, mdced

nnnnn
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bat -always with strict' propriety.
The second edition was a great im-
proveniént upon the first, containing
some corrections of inaccuracies, and
many important additions, particularly
sone excellent sketches of lectures,
and other college papers. |

Tn order to give this edition the ad-
vantage of 2 more correct and elegant
typography, he spent the winter of
1810-11, in Edinburgh, that he might
personally superintend its passage
through the Ballantyne press. He was
also at the'expense of a very excellent
. engraving of the portrait of Paley, in
the combination room of Christ’s Col-
lege. At Edinburgh he employed
his leisure hours in attending the lec-
-tures of Dr. Brown, the successor to
Stewart, in the ¥thical Chair: he
also contracted several valuablefriend-
ships. One most excellent friend has
justly observed to his sister on the
occasion of his death, that <« his Whig-
gism was founded on the true Chris-
tian principle of love to his neigh-
bour.” -

Having dismissed the second edition,
he began to make collections for the
Life of Algemon Sydney; whose
biography had before been very im-
. perfectly given. In the mean time,
the death of his friend Mrs. Jebb,
occurring, lie was induced, at the
request of Dr. Disney, to draw up a
short Memoir of that excellent friend
to civil and religious liberty. This
was handsomely printed at Dr. Dis-
ney’s expense, for private distribution,
and by the permission of the Aunthor
was inserted in the Monthly Reposi-
‘ton;iy,, VII. 597, 661.

I'h

ough he used great diligence,

and was favoured with every assist-
ance, he had not all the success which
he had hoped for in his search after
new and important facts. Much,
however, that is new he did discover;
and he has arranged the whole in a
‘perspicuous and pleasing order; but
1 ¢onfess he has not
sonal character of his hero under an
awiiable or engaging form: hor am
I satisfied with ‘his apology for the
chai"ge brought against him of hav-
ing received money from the Frefich
Couxt (supposing the chyrge suffi-
cietitly proved, which I think is not
well made out). * But it is fiir to
state grhit dur author hiniself alleged

placed the perg .
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in his defence: ¢ I agree with you,”

says he in_a private letter, ¢ in de-
precating the interferenceé of a foreign
army in any domesti¢c broils; but
when Sydney sought assistance from
the enemies of his country, he was an
exile, like the unfortunate NMoreau.
And 1 do not see how his conduct
can be fairly censured, without involv-
ing the proceedings of our Spanish
allies, the conduct of Washington and
Franklin in the French alliance, and -
the intrigues of our own Revolu-
tionists in 1688.” — The Memoirs of
Sydney were published in 1813.

A trifling occurrence; . connected
with the Sunderland Library,involved
him about this time in an unpleasint
controversy. A copy of Dr. Disney’s
edition of Melmoth’s ‘¢ Great Impor-
tance” having been offered by him to
the Library, and accepted by the
usual ballot of the comittee, its ad-
mission was afterwards severely cen-
sured,” and many reproachful expres-
sions were used against both Mr. M.
and his friend; which were retorted
with nearly equal severity, and led to
a complete rupture with a reverend
divine. The objections to printing
editions of the works of others, with
abridgments or alterations, having been
afterwards stated with express refer-

“ence to this publication in the Gentle-

man’s Magazine,and also in the British
Critic, Mr. M. piublished a spirited
reply, in which he pointed out some
curious circumstances relative to the
publication of Dr. Paley’s Posthumous -
Sermons: the controversy was con-
tinued on the other side in the Gen-
tleman’s Magazine, but Mr. M.’s re-
joinder having been rejected, was .
printed in the Monthly Repository,
I1X. 467—469. |
About this time also he printed, in
a single octavo sheet, an Arranged
Account of the several Motions for
Parliamentary Refofim ; one page al-
lotted to each containing the Mover,
and his specific plan of reform dis-
tinctly stated in his own words, the
dates of the sevéral debates, the prin-
cipal speakers on each sidé, and the
numbers on the division. 1t was af-
terwards printed by his permission in
the Pamphleteer, and without his
knowledge, but with some additions,
in Wobller’s edition of Betnitham’s Po-
litical Catechisdn. o a
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Smhe aticles of mirior biography

also occasionally pmceeded from his

en; partlcufariy a memoir of Mr.

tobert Clarke, an ingenious young
surgeon in Sunderland, who died of
consumption, {see Mon. Repos. X.
583,] and a tribute to the memory of
an old school-feHow, the Rev. Robert
Waugh, Vicar of Bishop Middleham.

Until about this txme he had not
entirely absented himself from the
Established Church, although he had
for some years preferred whenever he
had an opportunity, to attend at places
where he could worship the Father
alone, in the name of Jesus Christ;
and he had often coine over to New-
castle on Lord’s Supper days, for the
express purpose of joining in comnmu-
nion with Christians of ‘this class.
But he now began, peaceably and
unostentatiously, to secede altogether,
and, as has been stated by Mr. Gra-
ham, usually joined in fammily worship
- with the help of Dr. Disney’s Liturgy.
As Mr. Graham remarks, he took
this step with great relactance, always
spoke with great respect of his former
religious connexions, ahd maintained
to the last, a close friendship and
intimacy with many respectabie cler-
gymen. He often lamented to me
the severity with which Dissenters
who havey never experienced their
trials and difficulties, are gpt to censure
the more liberal clergy for not quitting
their posts; and would have cor-
dially joined in Mr. Belsham's feeling
apalog y for such, in his late exceHeut
Sermon on Rehgwirs Parties, p. 18.

In the year 1814 he took 'the oppor-
tunity of making his first pubhic a-
vowal of his secession, ih a letter to
the Bishop of St. David’s, on some
extraordindry passages in his Charge
to his Clergy on the Trinity-Doctrine
Bill, by a Lay Seceder; in which he,
with great temperand force of ‘argu-
ment, exposes' théWolly of penal sta-
tutes, and- the injustice of charging
Unitarian Christians as blasplémers
and levellers.-

Some palpuable tisrepresentations
of his ‘argumeént, and éven isquo-
tations of his language, nppeared to
render mecedsary a’'second letter, in
which he sutisfactorily vihdicates him-

self; - exposes  the 'weakiiess of the

Bﬁshup’g ‘appeal to ifden; shews the
diﬂ"emnc@ ‘bastween: his dbwn ‘appeal
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and the -Bishop’s, to éénsxst in this:

that he¢ had introdaced the naunves of
eminent Unitarians, not for their doe-

trine. but for their character, to shew
that such men wmight be trasted as-
members of society, and were not
proper sabjects of persecation;..and
unanswerably proves that the inter-
ference of civil power in matters of
religion, is anwarranted by the great
Founder of Christianity.

For the last two years Mr. Meadley
had been making collections for a life
of Hampden, but whether he has left
his papers in a state fit for publication,
or for being made much use of b
others, is doubtful, as he had justly so
much confidence in the retentiveness
of his memory, that he had many facts
and even dates arranged there in their
proper order, ready to be committed
to paper in the course of composition.
He was also preparing materials for &
memoir of his friend Dr. Disney; to
whose memory it would have been
high gratification to him to have beea
spared to pay that tribute of respect
wlnch it is hoped another person wlll
now scarcely need to be called upon
to undertake. .

.Some minor pieces I know he had
also ready for the press; particularly
a Sketch of the Political Character of
Sir William Jones; and a pair of Po-
litical Portraits, or a Parallel between
Bonaparte and Rienzi.

Mr. Meadley had spent agreat pro-
portion of the last year in London and
the South of Englaud, in making col-
lection® for his two projected pieces
of biography. His friends had not
been aware of any alterations in his
state of health, which in genersl was
wniformly goed; and he had com.

‘monly returned from these excursions

more than usually well. But he was.
of a full habit of hody ; and his natural
inactivity his studious habits had led
him to indulge. In his pedestrian ex-
pedltxons indeed, he took much, and

someétinmres violent exercise; but he

was deficient in regular exercise. He
réturned hotne i'vﬂh an hepatic affec-
tion; which hé had at first probably
mismanaged from inotunce of - his
complaiit, and which, ‘when it vame
under medienl ¢are, was too far ad-
vanted ‘to b dvercome Or -even miti-
gdatel.  He saffired muchsévere prin
duiihg his lestillness ; bat B intellect
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was clear and his mind calm; and he
often expressed great satisfaction in
the prospects held out by the Chris-
tian revelation. In speaking of the
“miseries of a sick-bed without the
comforts and alleviations he enjoyed,
he exclaimed, ‘“ What must those
suffer who are left to perish on a field
of battle! Thank God, I have ever
reprobated ywar, and advocated the
rights and happiness of mankind.”

The toleration, so ably advocated
by Mr. Meadley, was remarkably ex-
emplified at his interment. As he
had been one of the founders, and
from first to last a most active and
intelligent member of the committee,
of the.Sunderland Subscription Li-
brary, it was agreed by his friends to
meet at the Library, and join the
funeral procession as it passed along.
About fifty gentlemen accordingly as-
sembled ; and it was pleasing to see
the Catholic and Quaker uniting with
the Charchman and Dissenter in vo-
luntarily following his remains to the
grave. |

Mr. Meadley's first accost was not
prepossessing, and his manners and
deportment were marked with certain
peculiarites ; but in his general habits
he was cheerful and communicative,
and his dispositions remarkably affec-
tionate. In his domestic relations he
was particularly amiable; shewing
himself 2 warm friend, a kind brother,
and an affectionate and dutiful son.
He was inflexibly firm in his sense of
right and wrong; his morality, his
- political ~opinions, and his religious
sentiments, were founded on the broad
basis of conviction; and, having once
satisfied his judgment, he fearlessly
maintained what he was convinced
‘was favourable to the advancement of
virtue and happiness among mankind.
He was always ready to allow the
fullest liberty to others to think and
act for themselves; but intolerance he
could not endure, and his stern integ-
rity led him sometimes to speak of
those whom he conceived to have
_ apostatized from liberal principles,
with 'a severity which his friends
sometimes regretted.

His capacious and retentive me-
mory, and his unwearied activity and
perseverance, rendered him pecualiarly
fitted for the office of abiographer. He
was as - free in communicating what

‘vout thankfulness.
join me in this thankfulness and in

Memoir of the Rev. Benjamin G'oocliéﬂ

he had ‘acquired, as indefatigable in
the research: and they who knew
him felt a confidence, that nothing
would ever induce him to misrepre-
sent or warp a fact. Had he lived,
and become an annalist, there was
none, perhaps, whose zeal for col-
lecting, memory for retaining, and
truth for communicating, would bhave
made a more valuable recorder of
public events, and collector of evi-
dences on public characters.
V. F.

Memoir of the Rev. Benjamen Goodier.
(Concluded from p. 74.)

O the world how great a loss is the

removal of such a young man, as
the subject of the present memoir; to
himself how dejecting was the thought
of exchanging the benevolent sympa-
thies, the ardent hopes, and the wisely-
formed plans which filled his animated
existence, for the dreary blank of the
grave! He felt a strong, we may ven-
ture to say a meritorious love of life:
he loved it, not because he possessed
abundance of this world’s goods ; not
becanse he enjoyed the comforts of
ease and health ; but because it af-
forded him the power of instructing
the ignorant, comforting and im-
proving the indigent, in whose wel-
fare he ever took the most affectionate
interest, and of expanding his heart
in the emotions of friendship and the
purer joys of devotion. ¢ I shall de-
part,” he says in aletter to a2 young
friend, when about to leave his native
country, “ with a considerable share
of hope,—hope approaching to con-
fidence, that my sojourn in France
will be of essential service in the re-
covery of my health. Through the
Divine blessing and the kindness of
my dear friends in this place, I am
much better than I have been. After
the long and pai*ul struggle I have
had, to be so much recovered, is a
subject for sincere rejoicing and de-
I know you will

this rejoicing. In the exercise of
your profession as a Cliristian mi-
nister,” you  can sympathize with me
in the pleasure of anticipation I again
begin to feel in the hope of one day
resuming the. office of an instructor.
You will give me your prayers for
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the success of my voyage, and readily

_believe that I shall be eager to return,
to bear a part in the work of Chris-
" tian reformation.”
letter he writes, ¢« Whatever be the
resalt of mysickness, I trust you will
be content. | am not indifferent to
this result, and cannot but hope it
will be life. - Life, though accompa-
nied with many troubles, is still an
invaluable gift, and 1 prize it,—many
things 1 wish to learn, many things
to do; but if it be appointed other-
wise, ¢ | have hope towards God,’
that not even death will be able to
separate me for ever from his favour.”

Notwithstanding the flattering
changes so common in Mr. Goodier’s
disorder, pone of its symptoms were

overcome ; and all the time he was

in France he suffered dreadfully from
large boils, that broke out on his limbs
and body; yet, through all he en-
dured, he preserved that charm of
manners and sweetness of temper
which, even in a land of strangers,
endeared him to all around, and pro-
cured those soothing attentions which
‘« fully prove,” as he said, in making
grateful mention of an old French
servant at Bordeaux, ¢ that sympathy
1s not counfined to one language or one
nation.” ST ~

The Ietters dictated by this inva-
luable young man on his death-bed,
give ample testimony to his acquies-
cence in the will of heaven. The fol-
lowing is addressed to the whole of
his beloved family, and is dated July
12, 1818: o . |

“ ] find myself at length forced to
the performance of a painful duty,
whick by deferring 1 bad hoped to
escape, viz. that of making you fully
acquainted with my present painful
and feeble sitwation. I wish you to be

prepared for all events; and when T

tell you that I write this letter from a
sick chamber, to which 1 have beena
confined for almost a week, chiefly in
bed, in a state of such helplessness, as
to be absolutely dependent on the
kind offices of the family with whom
I- lodge,  who have been forced for
several nights past to watch with me;
that for a month past I have been
forced to employ the skill of an emi-
nent physician of thetown, who visits
me twice a day—yvou will agree with
me, that it is very possible you have

In a subsequent
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seen me for the last time on this side

‘the tomb. I wrote toyou, by afriend,
last- week, a gemeral account of the

reverses which have led to this state.
1 wish not to expatiate ; my sufferings
have been, and continue to be, very
great, and it is quite suffickent that
1 have to bear them myself without
making you suffer, &c. = =

“ Under these painful circumstances,

the mercy of God las provided me

every possible cousolation, and in ge-

‘neral oy mind is tranquil and happy;

oftener indeed disturbed on your ac-
count than on my own: and I ear-
nestly pray, and confidently hope,
that these consolations will. soften
your portion of this mysterious dis-
pensation, as they do mine. The
grand truths of the gospel, especially
that of the universal love and fatherly
character of Him in whose hands our
breath is, confirmed as this doctrine
is by reason and by past experience,
fill me with humble eonfidence; and
though deaht is awful, it has ceased
to be terrible. When I look back on
the merciful dealings of his providence
during my long sickness, and reflect
on the numerous and unexpected soft-
enings 1 have constantly received from
his paternal goodness, how can 1
doubt that all is working together for
my good ; that in the hands of a Father
1 shall always be safe ; and that if his
‘wisdom sees good to remove me from
this earthly scene, it is only to remove
me to another, where my enjoyments
will be increased, and where my per-
ceptions of his everlasting mercy will
be more lively, my views of his glo-
rious designs for the children of men
more extensive and enchanting ? x

‘ If | had had a doubt on this sub-
ject, the wonderful interposition of
his providence in leading me, almost
in spite of myself, to this house, would
have removed it. . There is not a
single person in the family who does
not strive to aid me, and the mistress
is beyond all praise. All the day long
she is in my chamber, with the ex-
ception of a few moments devoted to
family affairs. -She exhibits all the
tenderness of a mother, performs the
most menial offices with pleasure, and
after all, she assures me that the
pleasure of my acquaintance and
friendship is an ample reward." I trust,
however, my friends will enable me
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to reward her more substantially in
case of my death, and if [ live, I
shall not fail to shew her my grati-
tude, . . . . . .~ SN
‘¢ My doctor finds me better, and
assures me there is hope. At all
‘events, be tranquil : we shall meet
again, if not here, at least in that
world where there will be no more
sOtrew, no more tears. What can I
say to my numerous friends? Give
them my blessing. Yeou will hear
again, shortly. Be comforted.” |

“ Montauban, July 15, 1818.

“ DEaArR Mg. and Mrs, —

¢ Contrary to my usual custom, I
address you both, because I wish to
include both in a mark of my remem-
brance and an expression of my grati-
tude, which my present circumstances
lead me to believe will probably be
the last., After the encouraging let-
ter of the first of June, I did not ex-
peet so soon be under the necessity
of woeunding your feelings by so pain-
ful a recital as the present; but to
prevent a still more painful shock, 1
feel it my duty to give you a faithful
account of the actual state of my health,
i order to prepare you for an event
which, theugh not absolutely certain,
I eannot but shortly expeet. 1 dic-
tate this letter frem a bed which has
been my refuge for upwards of a week,
and in which I am in such a state of
wenkness as to be unable almost to
move myself without the assistance
of those around me. . During this
week, my pain has been so great as
almost to deprive me of sleep,. the last
$iXx mghts having not slept as many
hours. -

‘« 1 have every consolatien both
spiritual and temparal. My hastess,
formerly a young lady of some pro-
perty, but who bhas suffered much
stace her marriage from sickness and
" adlvewsity, treats me with the tender-
nesg of the most affectionate mother.
Twelve hours a-day, at least, she
spends. at my side; her tears flow
Hore frequently than my own. . .
.. = «+ - Tosaynothing of an affec-
tionate servanf, or of a most friendly

physician, the minister of the Protes-

tant Church visits me with affectionate
kindness, and wishes me to assare all
- my feiends i England, that in the

forsake me. - .

Memoir of the Rev. Benjemin Goodiér.

event of my death in 2 strange land,
the interest whichx he and his friends
take in my situation, will lead them to
discharge every Christian and friendly
duyty ; se that on this head you may
be perfectly tranquil. In addition to
this, the consolations of religion have
increased with the increase of my
trials, enabling me to preserve an
almost uniform serenity of spirit: and
1 am confident that tl&ey'wil?l never

The short letter which follows is
peculiarly interesting, as being, in all
probability the last Mr. Goodier ever
dictated ; for it was written on the
22d of July, the day before he expired.
1t is addressed to a friend in Shrop-
shire, to whose family he ‘had long
been indebted for proofs of the warm-
est attachment. |

«“ Montauban, July 22, 1518.

“ My pEar Mapam, -

“ This is a melancholy renewal of
our correspandence, if any thing can
be melancholy te a Christian like you;
but I cannot consider my last duty
on earth fulfilled till 1 have requested
you to write to my father; he will
need comfert, and 1 know no one-so
well calculated as yourself to admi-
nister those gospel consolations which
hayve been so long the support of your
own life.. In a letter to Mrs. Feu
I have given the painful particulars of
my illness, so that I need not repeat
them here. ‘During the last six nights
I have not sl¢pt more than six heurs;
yet my pains are less, and my physi-
eian’s hopes increase; but I am so
weak as not to be able to turn myself
in bed. I am tired with dictating,
and will only add, that I have here
every consolation; my confidence in
God increases, and I am emnabled to
apply thase comfortable weords, ¢ my
grace shall be sufficient for thee,” and
< all things shall work together for
good to those who love God.” Re-
member me to your family, every one
of whom 1 dearly love; and remem-
ber, that though in death we part, we
shall meet. in life, where there will be
no parting. -

< I rempin, dear Madam,.

“ Your affectionate friend,
« B. GOODIER.”

A communication from Mr. Goodier’s
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kind hostess aH‘orded the gratlfymg
mtellxgeuce, that to the last moment.
of existence the departing saint pre-

served ‘his faith and patience without

wavering. ‘¢ You desire to be made
acquainted,” she says, * with the
minutest details of the life and death
of this excellent.young man. 1 will
“endeavour to give yon all possible Sa-
tisfaction; but you will suffer me to
omit the . recital of those agonizing
pains which forithe last three months
] saw . him endure. Soon after his ar-
rival here, his disorder took an alarm-
ing appearance; and although he
then became conviaced that hls ma-
lady was incurable, that conviction
had no power to. shake the firmness
of his soul; his cheerfulness was una-
bated; and the benevolent sweetness
of his manners continued till he drew
his last breath. When on his death-

bed, he used fo request the students,
on their visiting -him, fo unite with
him in the prayers addressed to the
Almighty by the minister whose pious
offices he had desired, and on these
occasions he edified all’ around him
by his patience and resignation. . ‘The
sufferings he endured in his throat,
the last two. days, prevented the usnal

distinctness of his speech ;. -but all that

I ceuld gathér from his hps through-
out those trying moments, were words
of true submission to the decrees . of
Providence, and. of consalation for us;
consolation which he. entreated us
likewise to impart to his father and
his other ,good friends in England.
With undiminished fortitude, he ex-
pressed his last wjshes respecting the
rewards to be .given'in his name to
bis attendants ; then informed us in
what way he. desired to have his fu-
neral. condueted ; ‘dictated an inscrip-
tion for his temb, aund then expired!”
-~ Mr. Goodier's remains were in-
terred.in a decent manner, and all the
ministers. of the place, and the pro-
fessors and students of the college, as
well as the English who were at
Montanban, attended the funeral.

‘“ How mysterious are the  dispen-
sations. pf Providence ! we exclaim,
on hearing of a life of such fair pro-
mise thus early terminated. But the
gloomy ‘mystery..brightens into an
evidence of divine wisdom, if we re-

to shew . us
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be produced on the witnesses of such
2 holy death. This youthful Chris-
tian, brief as his exxstence bad been,
had sojourned long enough on earth

how to use the precious

gift of life ; and it was the will of the

Almighty also to make him a bright

example at that trying. hour When

life must be resigned. We learn a

heart-improving lesson when we com-

pare the death of the aged saint, ealmly

and thaukfully surrendering his being

into the hands of Him who gave it,

with that of the ungodly man appalled

at the fatal moment, though cloyed

even to Joathing Wlth the unhallowed

pleasures of the world; yet the scene

we are now contemplatmg is abun-

dantly more animating and instruc-

tive. The Christian far advanced in

years, wearied with the many strug-

gles he has sustained, and aware that

the failing of nature’s powers is fast

depnvmg‘ him "of his wonted . enjoy-

ments, is ready to ask of his Creator.

the repose of the grave; but when he
who has just entered his joyful career
of usefulness, warm with hopes as yet
unchecked by dnsappomtment relin-

quishes without 'a murmur all the
years of g)]easure that imagination had
promised, looking forward fo that
more joyful penod ‘when the oblivion
of the tomb shall be exmhanged for
life and lmmortahty—-—then \and then
only is displayed the full triumph of
Christian faith. Let not, therefore,
the sorrowing friends of this follower
of his blessed Saviour continue to
sully his memory with repmmg tears;
but, animated with his spirit, plous]y
exclaim,— The Lord gave, and the
Lord taketh away; blessed be the name
of the Lord I

A. M.

[Mr. Goodier eontributed to this work
the Intelhgence relating to the establish-
ment of Unitarianism at Oldham Lanca-
shire, VIII. 535 and XI. 1213 the Review
of Ashworth’s Unitarianism at Rochdale,
XIII. 270; fthe Review of Considerations
sur la Dwmzte de Jesus-Christ, X111,
394 ; and the Speécimens of Cm'ran s Elo-
quence, XTII. 543. By an accident, the
last communigation. did not appear. ull

‘aﬁter his decease, and was mscnted in the

same Number that contained his Obituary.
He was also the contrlbutor of some excel-
lent papers, signed B. G. in The C'hrzstzan

flect on the happy influence that may Reformer En ]
. LD I e N
VOL. XIV. X
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THE CORRESPON DENCE

BETWEEN LOCKE AND_

LIMBORCH, TRANSLATED,
WITH HISTORICAL NOTES.

--.—-

The Correspondence between Locke and
Limborch, 1685—1704.

(Continued from p. 13.)
No. 37.
- Philip @ Limborch to John Locke.
| Amsterdam, Marc7z 11, 1608.

- My worTHY FRIEND,

¥ SEND you, by this opportunity,
B some extracts from Paul Servita,
which may be inserted in the History
of the lnqqlsmon The Authors 1
now meet with I read with peculiar
reference to the Inquisition, and ge-
nerally extract whatever occurs which

may still further illustrate that sub-
ject, and thus serve to complete my
History. You may, if you please,
add these to what I sent you before.
As to what you communicated to me
three years since from the travels of
Du Mont,* the more I consider it,
the more I am disposed to add that
passage to my History. TFor though
the regulatlons of the Papal Court
forbid the disclosure of secrets revealed
in confession, yet in favour of the
faith they do many things which their
laws seem to forbid, though, in truth,
they sanction only what may more
easily seduce and entangle the simple.
Therefore, 1 think that not only the
laws of the Inquisition should be con-
sidered, but especially the acts of its

adtmmstratlon, which are very often

directly opposed to its regulations.
One thing is worthy of remark. Du
Mont says, that the Confessors at
Malta are obliged to reveal to the
Inquisitors whatever any persons dis-
close to them in secret coufession, if
plt concern the faith. I have no doubt
‘that these secret confessions are re-
.vealed to the Inquisitors; though I
can scarcely believe there is really
a law to reveal them. Perhaps there
is a verbal order given to the con-
fessors, though no such law exists.
Thus a Protestant and a stranger may
be led into an error by conversatlons

* See XIIL 478, 481.

view of a subject on which

with - the inhabitants, whose state-
ments are often very uncertain, and
even false, as I have frequently dis-
covered in travels, which contained a
description of Holland. ‘Whence it
is to be considered how such cavils
of the priests may be most surely
refuted. Yet, however it be, this nar-
ratiop seems to me worthy of a place
in my History, if it can be confirmed
by any writer whose authority is un-
suspected by the priests. If in the
course of your reading you meet with
any other passages of this sort, pray
mention them.

I informed you, two or - three months
since, * that a certain excellent per-
son was very desitous of seeing your
arguments on the Divine Unity. 1
wished to deal freely and openly with
you, and could not conceal what was
given me in commission. I am un-
willing to interrupt your more im-
portant occupatnons, or to give you
any trouble.. I know, however, that
if you can detach your thoughts from
business, 2 sight of your arguments
will highly gratify that eminent per-
son; for he esteems greatly your judg-
ment and ingenuity. {fet should
not your avocations allow you the
leisure requisite for the consideration

- of such a subject, and for writing more

at large, or should I be in danger of
giving you too much trouble, (which
I beg of you to decline,) I will, if
you desire it, excuse you to that emi-
nent person as well as 1 can; but in
that case pray dictate to me such an
excuse, or rather, if you can, without
finding or fearing any inconvenience,
pray do this favour to that eminent
person, who will thus have a clearer
your
thoughts have been so long occupied.

Farewell, my worthy friend,

Y ours, affectionately,.

P. a LIMBORCH.

m

£

. ” b

* See XIV. 9.
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| No. 38. , |
thlzp & Limborch to John Locke. |
Amsterdam, Kal. April, 1698.

My WORTHY FRIEN D,

'T RECEIVED, in due course, the
21st of March, your very instructive
letter of the 21st of February. Of
this I informed you in a short note
- delivered by my son. Mr. Le Clerc
and [ have read over your letter*
attentively. We think you have esta-
blished by unanswerable proofs the
Unity of the Divine Essence, so that
nothmg can be wanting to your argu-
ment. But we decline shewing your
letter to that eminent person till we
know more of your mind. There
seems to be something farther re-
quired, and this I fear arises from my
neglect in not sufficiently discovering
to you the train of that eminent per-
son’s thoughts. So far as 1 can judge
from his conversation, he readily ad-
mits that it is sufficiently. evident that
the Ruler of this universe is only one;
but he desires an argument by which
it may be proved that a Being, neces-
- sarily existent, can be but one ; that
argument to be deduced from the
necessity of his existence, and to infer
it @ priori, (as the schools speak,) not
a posteriorz, or, in other words, to
~ prove from the nature of a necessary
existence, that it cannot be common
to many. He says that, debating this
subject with others, he has sometimes
argued thus: What though such a
Bemcr exist, .besides the one God on
whom we depend, that Being will be
regardless of us, because we depend
not on him, and this may suﬂ‘imently
incline us to love and worship the
one God with all our hearts. But
then it may be asked, can there be
such a Being necessarily existing, be-
sides the God necessarily existing, on
whom we depend? Therefore if you
can add any thmg that may fully sa-
tisfy the curiosity of that eminent
person, 1 shall expect to seeit. In
the mean time I shall be careful to
keep your letter strictly to myself.

arewell, most worthy friend, and
if there has been any thing amiss in

* This must have been a second letter,
and in ‘answer to Limborch’s of 11th
March, but neither of these letters has
been presarved
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this business, perhaps through my
mmprudence, kindly forgive me.
Yours, aﬂ'ectlonately

"P. 3 LIMBORCH.

" No. 89. |
. John Locke to Philip ¢ Limborch.
(Lettre de M. Locke o M. Lz‘mborch.)
Oates, April 2, 1698.

SIR,

THE question which you have pro-
posed to me, is from a person so emi-
nent in genius and capacity, that I
am quite embarrassed by the honour
which he does me, to defer so much
to my judgment on an occasion where
he might, with more advantage and
security, depend on himself. [ know
not how you have represented me to
him, under the delusive influence of
thefriendship you bear me; but of one
thing 1 am sure, if 1 consulted omly
my own reputation, 1 should forbear
to expose my trivial speculations to

~a person of zo profound a judgment,

or venture to treat that article as a
question to be argued ; most people,
probably, considering that it should
be received as a maxim. For in their
opinion it is better established on the
common grounds, than if we attempt
‘to explain it by speculations and rea-
sonings to which every one is not
;accustomed. But I know that the
person to whom 1 attribute that ques-
tion has a mind of another description.
His candour and integrity are equal to
his knowledge and his other great qua-
lities. Should he find my arguments
not sufficiently clear or convincing, .
he will not on that account censure
my design, nor judge ill of me, under
the idea of my reasonings being not
so good as he could have wished.
Indeed, the less he finds of satisfaction
in my arguments, the more ought he
to excuse me, because though con-
vinced of my insufficiency, yet 1 did
not hesitate to obey his commands.
I write then, merely because you both
would have it so; and 1 freely con-
sent, Sir, that you shew my letter, if
you please, to that excellent person,
and to others with whom you may
converse on the subject. Yet this
must be on the follow'mg conditions :
First, that those gentlemen promise
to give me their opinion of what I
say, freely and without reserve. Se-
condly, that you do not give a copy
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of what T write, to any person what-
ever, and promise to burn the letter
whenever I desire you. To which 1
wislr that you would have the good-
ness to add a third condition, namely,
that those gentlemen would do me
the honour te communicate to me the
arguments on which they themselves
establish the Unity of God. |

The question you propose to me,
reduces itself to this; How may the
Unity of God be established ? Or in
other words; How may i¢ be proved
that there is but one God ?

To resolve this question, it is neces-
sary to know before we come to the
proofs of the Unity of God, what we
understand by the term God. The
common idea of God, entertained by
those who acknowledge his existence,
and, as | think the true one, is, that
he is a Being, infinite, eternal, tncor-
poreal and all-perfect. Such an idea
being oiice entertained, it appears to
me very easy thence to deduce the
Unity of God. In fact, a Being who
is all-perfect, or, so to speak, perfectly
perfect, can be only oue, because a
Being all-perfect cannot want any of
the attributes, perfectious, or degrees
of perfectivns, which it imports him
more to possess than to want. For
otherwise he would be, so far, not
entirely perfect. For example, to
have power is a greater perfection
than to be without it; to have more
power is a greater perfection than to
have less; and to have all power
(that is, to be omnipotent) is a greater
perfection than not to have all. 'These
positions being established, two Beings
all-powerful are incompatible; be-
cause the inference is unavoidable,
that the one must will, necessarily,
whatever the other wills; and in that
case, of these two, the one whaose will
is necessarily determined by the will
of the other is not free, and, there-
fore, has not that perfection; because
1t 1s better to be free than to be sub-
Jected to what is determined by the
will of another. TIf, however, they
are both reduced to the necessity of
always willing the same thing, then
one may will to do what the other
would wish to hinder, in which case
- the will of the one would prevail over
the will of the other, and thas, of these
two, the one whose power is insuffi-
cient to support his will is not all-
powerful; for he cannot effect as

The Correspondence between Locke and Limborch, translated.

much as the other. Thus one of the
two is not all-powerful. There is not
then, nor can there be two, all-pow-
erful, nor consequently two Gods.

By the same idea of perfection we
arrive at the knowledge-that God is
omnisctent. But, on the supposition
of two distinct beings, which have a
distinct power and will, it is an imper-
fection that one cannot conceal his
thoughts from the other. Bat if one
of the two conceal his thoughts from
the other, that other is not ommnisczent,
not merely because he knows not all
which can possibly be known, but
because he is even ignorant of that
which 1s known to another.

The same argument will apply to
the omnipresence of God. It were
better that he should comprehend the
whole extent of infinite space, than

be excluded from some part of it ; for

should he be excluded from same
place, he cannot act there nor know
what is transacted there, and conse-
quently he would be neither omnipo-
tent nor omniscient, |

If to invalidate these arguments of

mine, it be alleged that the two Gods

supposed, or the two hundred thou-
sand, (for by the same mode of argu-
ment by which you may have two,
you may have two millions, as there
is no limit to the number,) if; I say,
it be objected that several Gods may
have a perfect omunipotence which is
exactly alike, that they may also have
the same knowledge and the same
will, and may exist, equally, in the
same place, this is only to multiply
the same Being, but, at length, it is
in reality only to reduce a supposed
plurality to a simple Unity. For, to
describe two intelligent Beings who
know, will, and do incessantly the
same thing, and who have no separate
existence, is to. describe, in words, a
plarality, but really to establish a sim-
ple Unity. For, to be inseparably
united in design, will, action, and
place, 1s to be as. closely united as an
intellicent Being can be united to
himself ; and consequentiy, to suppose
that where there is such an union
there may be two Beings, is to sap-
pose a distinction without a difference,
and something divided from itself.

I have ventured to send you my
reflections on this subjeet, as they
ardse in my mihd,. without such an
orderly arrangement as iptght render
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them more perspicuous; especially if
expressed more at large. Yet this
letter will come under the examina-
tion of persons whose penetration is

so great, that I should be trifling with

their time, were 1 further to develope
my thoughts on this subject. Such
as they are, I pray you to send me
your opinion of them, and the judg-
ment of those gentlemen, that,- thus
informed, 1 may, for my own satis-
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faction, examine the arguments anew,
‘and givé them additional force, (which

my iy health and waat of leisure
permit me not to do at present,) or
else abanden ‘them altogether as inca-
pab]e of any use.
1 am; Sir,
Your very humble and very obe-
dient Servant,
J. LOLI&E

'--‘-—-

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS;

Lawfulness of Defensive War amongst
Christians.

[The following paper has been sent
to us by the writer, Mr. Wm. Christie,
of Philadelphia, the well-known advo-
cate of the Divine Unity in Scotland,
nearly forty years ago, of whom we
gave an “ Account,” Vol. VL. pp. 129
2188, The paper is taken from a
Philadelphia Journal, entitled ¢« The
Democratic Press.” 1t is only one of
a series of essays, but it comprises the
substance of the interésting inquiry,
“¢. Whether defensive war be just

and lawful under the gospel dispen-
sation?” " Ep.]

o

I can and will be free: -
Like a strong mountain, or some stately
tree,
My soul grows firin upright,
Aud, as I stand and as I go,
It keeps my body so;
No, I can mever part with my creation—-
right.
Let sliaves and asses stoop and bew,
I cannot make this iron knee
Bend to a meaner pow’r than that which
formed it free.

As for me

WaTTs.

N treatlng of the lawfulness of de-
fensive ‘war, it would be searcely
pardonable to omit mentioning a'pretty
nuierous and respec¢table class of op-
ponents, wnainely, the ‘good people
called Quakers in' general, and their
excellent and distinguished champion,
Barelay, in particular.

Robert Barclay, of Ury, in Séot-
land, a landed ‘estate not a great dis-
tance from the place of inyhativity,
was a- pentleman descended from an
antient family, a man-of opulent for-
tune, ' liberally ‘educated, a YProfound
seholar, wot ‘ol y*wquaiaﬁed with the

Catholic and Proetestant.

Pennsylvania.

- classical writers, but conversant in

the writings of the Christian fathers
in Greek and Latin, and in those of
the 1most eminent modern divines,
-1 cannet
suﬁiuenﬂy admire and applaud Bar-
clay's religious integrity in renouncing
his fashionable connexions in high
life, and attaching himself to a de-
spised ‘and execratéd sect, among
which he could then only find one
associate approaching to himself, viz.

‘William Penn, afterwards founder of
About the time Bar-
clay joined the Quakers and became
their apologist, the jails of England
were fnll of thesé innocent and de-
serving men, and they were opposed
and harshly spoken of not only by
the divines of the Church of England,

but by Dissenters of different deno-
mmatlonb, and I am sorry to add, not
excepting the Socinians.

‘Bobert Barclay was no Tory ;
though he would- not have recourse
to what he calls *.carnal weapons™
to defend the rights of man either
civil or religious, yet he was fully sen-
sible of the immense value of these
rights, and in cohnexion with his
brethren', established the most perfect
liberty and equality. With what
magnanimity  does he address that
profligate Prince Charles the Second,
and censurée the maxims of his arbi-
trary govemment in general, and his
oppressive violence towards the unof-
fending Quakers in particular? Me-
thmks, I contemplate the Prophet
Lli{ah rébuking Ahab. But to come

he “point, were the éhlaims of Ro-
bett Barcloy, William Penn, and their
bréthren, to divine, ' supgrnataral illu-
mination, 'just and wel-founded, or
ere they under the power of a d¢lu-
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sion? There is no medium in the
case; I must either surrender myself
to their claims, or refuse to acknow-
ledge them. But at the same time [
must add, that this delusion was inno-
cent, and led to mnothing criminal or
wicked; or even dangerous to civil
society, except in the case of the
prohibition of defensive war. But
here Robert Barclay makes a very
candid concession, which in justice
to his memory and the civil commu-
nity, I find myself obliged to quote at
full length. |
¢ But lastly, as to what relates to
this thing, since nothing seems more
contrary to man’s nature, and seeing
of all things the defence of one’s self
seems most tolerable, as it is most
hard to men, so it is the most perfect
part of the Christian religion as that
wherein the denial of self, and entire
confidence in God, doth most appear,
“and therefore Christ and his apostles
left us hereof a most perfect example.
As to what relates to the present ma-
gistrates of the Christian world, albeit
we deny them not altogether the name
of Christians, because of the public
profession they make of Christ's name;
yet we may boldly affirm, that they
are far from the perfection of the

Christian religion : because in  the

state in which they are, (as in many
places before [ have largely observed,)
they have not come to the pure dis-

pensation of the gospel. And, there-

fore, while they are in that condition,
we shall not say that war, undertaken
upon a just occasion, is altogether un-
lawful to them. For even as circum-
cision, and the other ceremonies, were
for a season permitted to the Jews,
not because they were either neces-
sary of themselves, or lawful at that
time, after the resurrection of Christ;
but because that spirit was not yet
raised up in them, whereby they
could be delivered from such rudi-
ments : so the present confessors of
the  Christian mame, who are yet in
the mixture, and not in the patient
suffering spirit, are not yet fitted for
this form of Christianity, and, there-
fore, cannot be undefending them-
selves, until they attain that perfec-
tion. But for such, whom Christ has
brought hither, it is not Jawful to de-
fend themselves by arms, but they
ought over all to trust to the Lord.”

] thank thee friend Robert for this

1]
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concession ; it ‘affords a proof, among
others, of thy good sense, candour,
Christian- charity, and compassion for
the present state and circumstances of
the world. 1 also thank a venerable
person and friend of civil and religious
liberty, for having referred me to this
passage, which, though in my younger
days, | had several copies of Barclay’s
Apology in various languages, in my
possession, always, as far as 1 can re-
collect, escaped my notice and obser-
vation. 1 must further add, that I
incline to agree with the same wor-
thy person in the sublime idea, that
“ there is a communication between
the human mind and the Deity.,”” 1
think, I have myself felt something
very like this, at some happy times,
though transient and evanescent, but
I may also be influenced by self-de-
ception. : ‘
Before 1 take my leave of Robert
Barclay, I shall introduce one more
brief quotation from his book.—*¢ 2.
That neither defensive nor offensive
war was lawful to the lsraelites, of
their own will, or by their own
counsel or conduct; but they were

.obliged at all times, if they would be

successful, first to inquire the oracle
of God.” This observation is true,
but makes nothing for Robert Bar-

‘clay’s cause, and may be turned against

him with decisive force. It appears
that the Jews had the sanction of the
oracle of God himself for going to
war. The Almighty could have saved
them by miracle, or turned the hearts
of their enemies, but he inclined to do
neither. He authorized them by his
priests or prophets to defend them-
selves, and to fight for their rights
and liberties. When this is duly ¢on-
sidered, who can truly say, that de-
fensive war is unlawful? The Al-
mighty is an unchangeable Being ;
the great and just Judge of the whole
earth has ever done, and ever will do,
what is right. Under the Christian
dispensation we have, at present, no
divine oracle to apply to; no prophet
to give answers in the name of God.
We may fast, pray and ask counsel
and direction from God ; and this is
all we can do. In our final determi-
nation respecting war or peace, we
must be guided by our reason, en-
lightened by the Scriptures of truth.
The Messiah has not yet taken pos-
session of his kingdom; for ¢ his
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kingdom is not of this world.” The
Messiah himself did not. fight, neor.
-would he permit his disciples to fight
in the defence of his own sacred per-
son : because it would have been to
oppose the known mind and will of
God to do so: but the Messiah never
said, that none. of his disciples should
ever fight in a just public cause.. He
said, indeed, to Peter, * Put up again
thy sword into its place, for all they
that take the sword, shall perish with
the sword.” But this speech was
particularly addressed to Peter, and
suitable to existing circumstances at
the time. Some early Christian wri-
ters, whom Barclay has quoted,

thought war unlawful, but these fa- -

thers may have erred in this jadgment,
as they have erred in some other im-
portant points. If it be true, as some
bistorians have reported, that there
was a legion of Christian soldiers in
the army of Marcus Antoninus, who,
by their prayers, rendered an eminent
service to that emperor, it would ap-
pear that the opinion -of these fathers
had not much weight with their fel-
low-christians. :

The general precepts of our Lord
respecting the forgiveness of injuries,
not resisting evil, &c., have no relation
to the state of nations, and must even
be interpreted with some abatement
. of the literal sense in regard to private
life. 'The conduct of Jesus himself
on his trial before the Sanhedrim, and
particularly that of Paul on a similar
eccasion, is decisive in this respect.
When soldiers came among others to
attend the baptism of John, he gave
them some good advice, but by no
means desired them to give over the
military profession.—Qur Lord, Matt.
viil. 5, marvelled at the words of a
Roman centurion, who had soldiers
under him, and declared, « Verily, [
say unto you, ' have not found so
great faith, no not in Israel.” He
does net desire, however, this worthy
soldier to diminish his rank in the
Roman army, nor does Peter require
Cornelius, aunother ceunturion, to do
the same, though this devout, chari-
table soldier was expressly sent to
him to be instructed in his duty as a
Christian. The Apostle Paul, in his
Epistles, has many allusions to the
military art : in particular, he speaks
of < the breast-plate of righteousness,
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the shield of faith, the helmet of sal-
vation, and the sword of the spirit.”.

- Acconfirmed and détermined Christian, .
capable of enduring ‘hardness,- is, in

the animated language of Paul, styled
““ a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” I
can hardly think that Paul would have
alluded so often to military concerns,
if he had deemed the profession itself
unworthy of a Christian fo follow.
-1 come now to 'a passage that I
apprehend to be clear and sufficient
to decide the whole controversy. The
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
chap. xi. in enumerating and eulo-

~gizing those worthies who, in different

situations, overecame the world and all
its irials and temptations, by acting
on the sublime. and elevated princi-
ple of divine faith, has the following
remarkable and emphatic words, ver.
32 to 34, inclusive : ¢ And what shall
I more say; For the time would fail
me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak,
and of Sampson, and of Jeptha, of
David also and Samuel, and of the
prophets: who through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flight (or
expelled) the armies of the aliens.””
1 would now propose a question.
What does the Author of this Epistle
mean, by celebrating military heroes,
joined with martyrs and confessors,
and proposing both as patterns and
examples of the efficacy of divine
faith to the believing Hebrews?® If
every kind of war be absolatély un-
lawful under the gospel dispensation
to Christians, his mentioning and ap-
plauding some of the names before-
mentioned, must be considered as an
exhortation and advice, on his part,
to commit murder!—1 might quote
several learned Commentators on this
passage in Latin and Inglish: but
this would be tedious. 1 shall, there-
fore, content myself with extracting a
brief passage from the Family Expo-
sitor of Dr. Doddridge: "
¢ Is it possible we should read these
animated periods without feeling our
hearts glow with a sacred ambition' of
acting as becomes those who have
heard such tidings and beheld sanch
examples? If the triumphs of faith



152

in Rahab, and Gideor, and Barak, and
Sampsoun, and Jeptha, caunot move ns,
“nor even those of David and of Sa-
muel ; if we are insensible of the
martial prowess which they exerted
in firm dependence on the Lord God
of kd.sts-—-}et us behold other combats,
.in which they who seemed weaker,
became yet more glonously victori-
ous.”

- K is evident from this quotation,
and what follows it, that Dr. Dod-
dridge thought martyrs and confessors
superior to pious military heroes, and
so do I: but it is as evident that he
thought “ martial prowess exerted in
firm dependence on the Lord God of
hosts,” also entitled to high, though
not equal applause. This is all 1 con-
tend for. -1 contemplate with parti-
cular satisfaction, that there is every
reason to think, that our great Ame-
rican hero, the late General Wash-
ington, acted on the same glorious
principle of divine faith in the Revo-
lutionary War. 1t is well known that
he was regular in his attendance on
divine worship in that chuxch which
he approved. In his last excellent
address to his fellow-citizens of the
- United States, he warmly recornmends
religion on general principles, without
descending to the peculiarities of dif-
ferent sects, and considers morality,
gencrally speaking, as standing on a
baseless foundation without it. When
engaged in the duties of the camp, he
has been seen in a morning, in the
adjacent woods, at his prayers ; and
his whole conversation and deport-
ment m private life was exemplary
and virtuous. There is also reasonto
think that many others besides him,
in Congress and in the army, acted on
thie same noble principle. Dr. Price
considers the people of America in
general as having entered upon the
war with a beecoming Christian spirit.
He contrasts their fastings and humi-
liations with a very opposite temper,
which at that time prevailed among
the British. The Declaration of Tn.
dependence concludes in the follow-
ing words— And for the support of
this declaration, with a firm reliance
on the .protection of Divine Provi-
dence, we mutually pledge to éach
other omr lwes, our fortunes, and our
sacred honour.”

A just and absolutely wunecessary

and

~ dangexing ‘himself.
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war, undertakeh' and’ conducted on
such principles, becomes sanctified,
approved af (xod .md all wise and

good men.

AN AMERI}LAN L,lTIZEN
. Philadelphia, Aug. 6, 1817.

- [In another paper of nearly the same
date, Mr. Christie relates the follow-
ing anecdotes of the Bl‘ltlbh opposer.s
of the American War.]

I shall here mention an anecdote,
communicated to me by a friend, long
since dead, and I believe not generally.
known. In the time of the American
War, Charles Fox and some of his
friends were in a carriage, which
broke down upon the road, near the
seat of a bishop. ‘T'his bishop was
not the good bishop of St. Asaph,
who spoke and voted in the House of
Lords against the war, as the sequel
will shew. Notwithstanding, he re-
ceived Mr. Fox and his friends very
hospitably, invited them to dinner;
promised his coach to conduct
them to the next stage. After din-
ner, when Mr. Fox was asked to give
a toast, he gave “ Gen. Washington !”
The bishop immediately Tose up and
went out of the room. M. Fox
wrote a line entreating l’nm to return
But he sent a verbal message mtv—
mating that ‘“the coach was ready.”

I shall add, that several of the Dis-
senting members in England, and
some of the Presbyterian mlmstry in
Scotland, were opposed to the war.
Among othen, the late Dr. Nisbet,

then of Montrose, afterwards President
of Carlisle College,-in this state of
Pennsylvania. Dr. Nisbet, as a mi-
nister of the Established Church, was
obliged to read the royal proclama-
tions on *¢ Fast Days,” in the presence
of the congregation, but he took care
to read them in such a manner as to
turn them into ridicule, particalarly
when he came to the words ¢¢ these
daring rebels,” which he recited in a
loud tone, with an- emphatical sneer.

He then delivered a sermon, in which
he said all he could say, without en-
In his public
prayers on Fast Days and on the
Lord's Day, -after mentioning the
king by name, and the magistrates,
who were his hearers at the fime, he
said, * make him a blessmg and not-a
curse to the eountry 5 may the magis-
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trates be. terrors enly. to " evil-doers;
but a prajse.to them that do well.” .

- During the. War, Dr. Dunbar, Hu-
mamty Professor in the University of
Aberdeen, stood single and alone. All
the great Doctors and Professors, Dr.
La bell, Dr. Pensioner, James Beat-
tie, &c sty]ed <the Northern Lights,”
were on the opposite side. When
Lord North and his colleagues were
turned out, and a Whig ministry came
in, Dr. Dunbar gave a vent to his just
and long-restrained . indignation, and
repaid his brother Professors, with
interest, for their insulting speeches,
writings, and overbearing behaviour,
. In an elegant Latin oration, delivered
‘in the University., ¢ Quid non dixe-
runt! (said Dunbar,) Quid non scrip-

serunt !” ‘What have they not spoken! -

What have they not written!
\ I -
Ilxeter, -

SIR, . February 9, 1819.
TPYHE originals of the subjoined
documents have been obligingly
lent to me by a worthy member of the
religious soctety I have the happiness
to.be connected with, in whose family
they have been preserved. 1 have
faithfully- transcribed them for your
use, hoping that they may prove ac-:
ceptable to many of your readers. The
former may now, perhaps, be particu-
larly interesting, in consequence of
the anxiety which begins to be pub-
Liely shewn' by many Unitarians, to
be reheved from the hard necessity of
entering the marriage state by a cere-
mony which they dlsapprove and dis-
like. Feeling in my own mind a
strong objection, as a Drissenter, not
only to the form employed by the
Established Church, but to marriage
being at all treated as a religious rite,
and rejpi;;i_ng in the conviction that
the progress of public epinion aund
feeling is, and must be, in the direction
of liberality, I confidently anticipate a
renewal (though proebably not for some
time to come) of the excellent law of
the Lommonwea]th which t)emg too
enhghteued for its age, unf'ortunately
Kanshe as an uuhmely birth. . 1 am
pPY to see this subject set, in what
I think its proper light, by Mr. Rutt,
in his spae(:h at the meecting for the
formation of the Unitarian Association,
of which an account is given in your

last Number [pp 48-—506].
‘W. HINCKS.
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No. 1.. Copy of the certificate of* a
marr:lagg before the civil magtstrate,
undert the Commonwealth o

Devon :Sh.

Pecember the Thirteenth day : 1653

These are to certifie whom-it. shall er
may c¢oncerhe That ffreman (Freeman)
Parr of Talaton in this countie Marchant
was the day & yeere abovesd lawfullie
married unto Mers. Margery Cottle daugh-
ter of William Cottle” of Talaton: aforesd
gent, Accordmge to a .late Acte of
Pliamt in that behalfe made and provided
before me William Putt Esqe one of the .
" justices of the peace within the said County
At my house at Aish within the pish of
Otery St. Mary in the Countie aforesd:
- Given under my hand and seale the daie
and yeere above wr itten,

(Seal)

| | WILLM PUTT.
In the presence of
Wllham Eveleigh .
Brodbume .

No. II.
~ the.year 1649.

?86;85 &Or asmuch as Edwerd Porr
Master of Aris in Katk: hqll
hath I A -

self to the fifth ClasszcallPresbytery within

the Province of LONDON;

to the Ordinance of both houses of parha-

meut of Aug 28 1646 For t]ze Ordi-

of Ministers by the Classzca‘ll Presbyters,
desiring to be ordained a preaching Pres-
the Ministery in Rew in Devonshire..... ..
cceaiacsseseea And hath exhibited urto

(row remainipg in their custody) of his

conpetent age, of his unblameable life and

ciency in his studies [erasure seemingly of

printed words] and of his fair and direct
We'the ¥inisters of the said Presbytery,

have (by appointment there-of) Evamined

Ordinance; and finding himn to bes duely

qualified and gifted for that holy office and
against his Oydination’ er Admission) we

have dpproved bim ;. and accordmg]y i

LONDON upon the day and yeer hereafter

expressed, we' have proceeded. solemnly

ing Presbyter, and Work of the Ministery,
with Fasttng Prayer and Imposition of

Le1~tlﬁcate of Ordmatlonv in
Camb:

&M addressed him-

accordm
natzon
byter for that he is called to the work of
the Presbytery sufficient Testimoniall
conveysation, of his dlhgence and profi-
callmg unto the aforementioned charge
him according to the tenour of the said
nnp]oyn}ént (nq just Exception hiejng made
the churgh. of Le(mqrd Foster lane .im '
2o set him apart to the oﬁce of a Preach-
hands : ‘And do hereby (so farre as con
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rerneth us) actually 4dwmzé¢ him unto the
said Charge, there to performe all the
offices and duties of a faithfull Minister of

Jesus Christ, In witnesse whereof we have
hereunto

subscribed our Names this F fth—-—-day of
February——Anno Dom. 1649.

James Nalton of Leonmds church in
Foster lane.

Raoger Drake
[ Comhill] Querne.
- Arthur Jackson.

George ffawler (Fawler) Minister of
Bridwell London.
Guil:

tdo [Chnst Church do.}

e
Bridport,
Sir, January 1, 1819.

ONSIDERING Fellowship Funds
as well calculated to contnbute
to the permanent support of pure re-
ligion ; both to promote the genaine
spirit of Christian fellowship among
the members of our respective socie-
ties, and also to unite these (at pre-
sent too much detached from one
another) into a general body, I cannot
but deem this Institution an auspi-
cious era in the history of Unitari-
Uniaon is strength, and the
cordial co-operation of the wise and
good to advance the cause of know-
ledge and of virtue, is the best mode
of ensuring its success. This princi-
ple is exemplified in a very striking
manner, by the rapid progress which
the British and Foreign Bible Society
is making throughout the world. The
Jomnt operatlon of persons of the same
religipus sentiments, may be supposed
to promote in a more lLumited é)egree,
what the union of various classes of
Christians effects on an extenstve scale.
'he want of this among the Unita-
' nans, is often the subject of regret.
This inconvenienee however would, I
1hink, be in great measure ‘removed
by the adoption of the plan which some
of your Correspondents have pro-
posed, of “ the Managers of the Uni-
tarian Fund in London undertaking
to be a central committee for the Fel-
lowship Funds.” This would prevent
the necesmty of ministers among us
going from town to town making col-
lections for the Luilding or. repalnng
of chapels, and, indeed, for any appli-
- cation whatever to mdw:dual societies
on these occasions. Let this bxalways
made to the committee in the metro-
- polis,.whoe wxll ascertam t’he prepriety

Mlmstel of chhaell

[William ] Jenkyn pastor of Chtch

Bridport Fellowship Fund

of the claim," and grant the pecumary
aid which the case may require;, and
the state of the general Fund admit,

resembling in this respect “ the Wi-
dows’ Fund,” and the Society lately
established ¢ for the Relief of Aged
and Infirm Protestant Dissenting Mi-
nisters.” ‘The common stock may be
supplied by the regular remittance of
the annual amount of the Fellowship
Funds of our respective societies.
This, together with the subscriptions
of individual Unitarians, would, 1
doubt neot, render the Fund adequate
to all the purposes for which it is de-
signed. 'Thus would general aid and
co-operation be effected, most favour-
able to the success of the cause of pure
Christianity. *

It may be proper, however, to ob-
sexve, that the establishment of a Fel-
lowship Fund in every congregation
of Unitarians (though a desirable ob-
ject) is not necessary to the formation
of the plan of a general co-operation
among them. This purpose would be

- answered by each society among us,

in whatever mode the subscriptions
be raised, annually contributing to
the common stock. Should the pro-
posal now made meet the views of the
gentlemen of the Unitarian Fund in
London, their concurrence in pro-
moting it, would, I doubt not, ensure
its success; and its advantages to our
common cause, would, I am persuaded,
abundantly compensate, in their esti-
mation, the additional trouble which
might hereby devolve upon them.
The Lommumcahon of their proceed-
ings from time to time, through the
medium of the Monthly Repository
and Christian Reformer, to the ge-:

L

e

% The co-operation now proposed is
between all thoese professing Christians
who believe that there is one Being omly
who is self-existent, eternal, independent
and unchangeable, possessed of every pos-
sible perfection, the sole object of religious
worship, namely, the Parent of universal
nature, ‘the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Chnst This includes both the per-
sohs who maintain, and those slso whe
reject, the tepet of the pre-existence of
Christ, whilst they are agreed in the grand
punmple just stated ; the principle on
which’ they claim to themselvcs the title of
Unitarians ; a title now given to them by
the Le mlature, though refused by some df
their lesa liberal fellow-clmatmnu\
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néral body of Umtanans, would tend
to afford satisfaction to the sub-
scribers, to cherish a feeling sympathy
and interest in the concerus of their
Christian brethren, and animate their
pious and benevolent, exertions.

I have been led to these observa-
tions, Sir, by the Christian Fellowship
Fund, just established in the Unitarian
Chapel at Bridport. When the plan
of this institution was first communi-
cated to the public by thelate greatly-
lamented Dr. Thomson, some objec-
tions fo it eccurred to my mind; but
more mature reflection, and the satls-
factory reports of those societies in
which it has been introduced, have
convinced me of their futility. 1 .think
I now perceive benefits resulting from
it, both important in their nature, and
extensnve and permanent in their in-
fluence. With these views, and know-
ing the readiness of many of my peo-
ple to afford their aid in introducing
- and maintaining a Fellowship Fund
in our society, on November 22, 1818,
I preached a sermon on the natare
and advantages of this Instntutlon,
choosing for my text 1 Cor. xii. 25,
“ The members should have the same
care one for another.” When I came
to the particular object of my Dis-
course, I stated, that < the plan of a
penny-a-week Tel[owshlp Funds in
Unitarian societies was proposed about
two years ago, in the Monthly Repo-
sitory, by the late Dr. Thomson, a
respectable physician in Halifax. He
has since, alas! been arrested by the
band of death, and ushered off the
stage of human existence, at the age
of 36, in the midst of his pious and
benevolent labours for the glory
the one only living and true God, the
cause of Christian truth, and the good
of mankind. Let this, my friends, be
an effectual admonition to us, to imi-
tate him in what is so much to the
honour of his memory recorded of
him, that ¢it was the first wish of his
heart to do good himself, and to teach
others to do good in every possible
way.” Brethren, the time of our trial
18 qhort and uncertain ; let us, th‘ere-
fore, improve it to the best of p
poses, whilst lengthened out to us,
that we may be rendered abundantly
useful to society in our day and gene-
ration, and be qualified for the fel-
lowship of the just made perfect in
the’ heavenly kingdom. That good

of
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man to whom I have just referred,
‘thgugh dead yet speaketh,’ and the
Institution which he has introduced
into our societies, may possibly per-
petuate the name of Thomson; when
the monument of marble, about to be
erected to: his memory, is crumbled
nto dust.” »

After shewing, what appeared to
me, the various advantages of Fellow-
ship Funds, I requested those present,
who‘ were friendly to the Institution,
would have the goodness to meet in
the vestry immediately after, the ser-
vice, to assist in forming a plan of
this kind for our society. A respec-
table number attended, Thomas Col-
fox, Esq., was desired to take the
Chair, and the following preamble to
the rules proposed being read, was
approved by the meeting :

¢ As it is our duty to contnbute, ,
much as we are able, to the promo-
tion of what we deem to be Christian
truth, and to the cause of benevolence,.
it behoves us to adopt those methods
which are best calculated to answer
these valuable purposes. Among in-
stitutions of this useful tendency, the
establishment of Fellowship Funds
appears to us to furnish an easy and
convenient mode of aiding the diffu-
sion of Unitarian principles, and of
enabling our Christian brethren to
erect chapels for the worship of the
only true God, the Father of al}, agree-
ably to the dictates of their own con-
sciences. Besides this, the concur-
rence of the members of religious
societies in pious and benevolent ex-
ertions, will, we conceive, cement
them more closely to one another, and
animate their zeal in the common
cause of pure Christianity, as well as
contribute to mutual edification, and
to the permanent prosperity, harmony
and comfort of such societies.”

It is not necessary for me to detail
all the rules adopted at this meeting,
being similar to those which have
been often inserted, on these occa-
sions, in the pages of your Repasitory.
The object of our Fellowship Fund
is stated to be * to present occastonal
contributions to the erection or repair
of Unitarian chapels; to Institutions
for the liberal education of youth, and
the diffusion of Christian knowledge;
to the support of civil and religious
liberty, and to the relief of the neces-
sitous, eapeenally of sufferers for con~
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science’ sake.)”’ - The Minister of the
society was as usual chosen President ;
Joseph Gundry, Esq., was requested
to accept the office of Treasurer; and
~Mr. W:lllams, Jun., of Secretary. 'I he
committee consist of these, wﬂh the
collectors for the time being, and six
other subscribers chosen by the ge-
neral meeting. [t was agreed that
the Fund should be formed and main-
tained by subscriptions of one penny
per week, to be paid either weekly
or every six weeks, or annually in
advance, and also by benefactions to
any amount. That this Institution
might not interfere with the time or
secular concerns of the other days of
the week, the subscribers are .re-
quested to remain in their seats after
the service on the Lord’s day ys and the
~ collectors go to them and receive their
subscriptions. This is‘done by some
of the younger members of my society,
and it afforded me the purest pleasure,
to observe the readiness with which
they nndertaok their office. . The
meeting of the committee once a
month, is open’ for any of the sub-
scribers who may choose té attend.
- The next Lord’s day, after the
meeting of the friends to this Institu-
tion, I anngunced to the congregation
at large, the formation of a Fellowship
Fund in our society, and after reading
the rules, concluded with this brief
address: < Such is the nature of this
Institution, such are the important
objects it has im view, and such are
the ruies by which it is to be regu-
lated. It is needless for me, I 1rust
to urge motives to recommend it to
persons of every description in this
congregation. It recommends itself;
and those amiong us who can afford

to spare one penny a week, I may -

venture to say, cannot lay it out to
better pur pose than in supporting this
Institution. - In this mode, a poor
person enters into fellowship with the
rich, and co-operates with  them’ in
the same good cause. Thereby is
formed an addmonal bond of utiion, of
Christian love and friendship among
them. And why should it not . be
802 The high and the low, the rich
and the poor, the master of the splen-
did mansion, and the tenant of the
clay-built cottage, if sincere Chris-
tnans, ¢ are all one in Christ. Jesus,
and. equal]y entitled 'to the:gracious
promisgs of the. gospel. al‘o do all the
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‘good they are able in theéir respective

situations, is certainly incumbéent on
the professed disciples of ‘a Master,
who both lived and died to promodte
the cause of truth, virtue and human
happiness. -Influenced by his exam-
ple, my friends, ¢ let us never be
weary of well-doing.”. As to those
of you who sustain ofﬁr'es in the Chris-
tian Fellowship Fund just established
among us, you will, do doubt, faith-
fully -discharge them. On the plan
we have adopted, this will occHpy
your time and attention ownly-a little
on the Lord’s day, and it is.not merely
lewful, it is also laudable, ¢ to do
good on the Sabbath day.” You will
unite with me in- fervent prayer to
the Father of lights, that he would be
graciously pleased to bestow his bles-
sing on this Institution, formed for
promoting his unrivalled glory and
worship, the cause of pure religion,

“the instruction of youth in ‘useful

knowledge and virtuous principles,
and the relief of" suffcrers for conm-
science’ sake.”

About one hundred and forty mem-
bers of our society have given in their
names as subscribers to our Fellow-
ship Fund, and some of the more
opulent among them, have added li-
beral benefactions to their subscrip-

tions. :
THOMAS HOWE.
N.B. It may be proper for-me to
mention, that in transcribing from
my manhscripts for the press, I'have
seen it expedient to make a few verbal
alterations. '
il
Amnecdotes of Charles 11. and Jumes II., |
Jrom Evelyn.
THE extracts from Evelyn’s Dxary,
inserted pp. 22, 23, present a
picture of the proﬂwate reign- of
thr]es 1I. in its commencement;
another extract or two will shew that
it was consistent to its close.
The following is a Sabbath s'c’ene at
Court:
- . 1685, Jan 25. Dr.,Doﬁ'ep‘reached
before the King. 1 saw this evenin
such a scene of profuse gammng, au
y* King in y<© midst of his three con-
cubines, as I had mever beéfore seen.
{Jumzmvm dallying g and profmmm
579
The next Sabbath “was employed
in like manner, as'will 'be 'ségni fire-
sently. Sdme’ court e¢hiaplain Wad pro-
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bably told the King in the morning,

that ‘he was a_ sacred- person, a:dread
sovereign, ‘high and  mighty, most
gracious and -most-religious, and the
Lord's anointed; but none of the
priestly attendants on voyalty saw or
could' decipber the hkand-writing on
the wall. The day following this
Sunday’s revels, Charles was smitten
with a stroke of .apoplexy, under
which he lingered till the Friday, and

then ( Feb. 6, 1685) expired in the 54th-

year of his age. .,
Evelyn writes thus in his Diary on
the Sunday succeeding the King's de-
cease : - | |
¢¢.]1 can never forget y¢ inexpressible
luzury and prophaneness, gaming and
all dissoluteness, and, as it were, total
forgetfulnesse of God, -(it ‘being Suan-
day evening,) wh this day se'nnight
I was witnesse of, .the King sitting
and toying with his concubines, Ports-
mouth, Cleaveland and Mazarine, &c,
a 'French boy singing love songs, in
that glorious gallery, whilst aboute
20 of y° greate courtiers and other
dissodute persous were at-Basset round
a large table, a bank of- at least 2000
in -gold before them, upon w* two
gentlemen who were with me made
reflexions "with astonishment. Six
days after was all in the dast!” 1.
585, 586. |
The Quarterly Review has exhibited
Evelyn as a sort of Church-of-England
Knight. - His-sense of religion ‘was of
a mysterious kind, since it did not
keep him from such Sunday company.
But there was so much in him to
esteem and admire ‘that we are not
disposed to dwell upon “his failings,
which were chiefly the result of his
absurd and ‘mischievous notions of
loyalty. -
Much ridicule was cast upon Crom-
well's: chaplains' who were instant in
gray‘er -fox him during his last illness;
ut Charles’s - chaplains copied the
example,-and in-them the practice is
represented as orderly and pious.
¢ Prayers were 'solemnly made in
all-the Churches; especiallyin both
y<'‘Court Chapells,  where -the chap-
larnes reliev’d one another every halfe
quarter of an houre from the time he
began' to be in danger Uil he .expir'd,
according to y° forme- prescrib’d in y*©
Chureh offices.” 1..681.
‘An entry of' Bwelyals, du-his Diary
of - Feb. 14, affects the reader with.a
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kind of melancholy, even while- he
feels a sense of retributive justice.
After a blaze of splendid vice and
folly, Charles was in his very name
and memory enveloped in darkness.
His burial was obscure, and the indul-
gent, loyal Evelyn, recordiug.the fact,
is betrayed into a - wvirtual charge
against the lifeless monarch of being
a buffeon and profane. S

“The - King was-this night very
obscurely buried in a vault under Hen.
7th’s Chapell at W estminster, without
any manner of pomp, dnd soone for-
gotten after dll this vanity, and y*
face of the whole Court was exceed-
ingly chang’d into a more solemn and
moral behaviour; the new King af-
Jecting meither propheneness nor buf-
Joomery.” 1. 586. | . \
- The sober James now comes into
the Diary, and -one of the first anec-
dotes of him is creditable to his under-
standing. He was eon a:journey to
Portsmouth to view the fortification,
and Mr. Evelyn waited upon him in
company with Mr. Pepys: they met
the . King at Winchester. Here his
majesty - discoursed with the Bishops
of -Bath -and Wells, (Kenn,) dand of
Winchester, (Peter Mew,) on modern
miracles: he declared himself a sceptic
with regard to'them, but Mew as-
serted . the truth of two recent ones,
viz. the reeovery of @ decrepid child by
baptism, and the healing of a blind
man by the blood of Charles'I. -Sur-
rounded with such Protestant bishops,
it is not wonderfal that the two last
Stuart Princes should have become
Papists. . '

«“ The next morning. setting out
early, we arriv’d soon enough at Win-
chester to waite orr the King, who was
lodg’d at the Deab’s’ (Dr. Meggot).
I found very few with him besides
my Lords Feversham, Arran, New-
port, and the Bishop of Bath and
Wells. His Majesty was discoursing .
with the Bishops concerning miracles.
and what strangé things thesaluda-
dors would.do in Spain, as by creep-
ing into heated ovens without hurt,
and that they had a blaek crosse in
the roafe of their mouthes, but yet
wefte commonly notorious and  profane
wretches ; - upon which his. Majesty
farther 'said, that he was so extreamly
difficult ofimiracles,: for feare of being
igipos’d vpon, that if heshould chance
to see -onesihimselfe, without. some
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other witness, he should apprehend it
a delusion of his senses. Then they
spake of the boy who was pretended
to have a wanting leg restor'd him,
so confidently asserted by Fr. de S®
Clara and others. To all which the
Bishop added a great miracle hap-
ing in Winchester, to his certaine
knowledge, of a poor, miserably sick
and decrepit child, (as I remember
long kept unbaptiz’d,) who immed:-
ately on his baptism recover'd, as also
of y© salutary effect of K. Charles, his
- Majesty's father’s blood, in healing one
that was blind.” 1. 608. '

Mr. Evelyn adds in a note, that his
companion, Mr. Pepys, told him that
being in Spain he had offered a con-
siderable reward to a ¢ saludador” to
perform the oven feat, upon which the
wonder-worker confessed the cheat;
¢t yet,” says the Diarist, < have these
imposters an allowance of y° bishops
to practice their juglings.” He adds,
¢ This Mr. Pepys affirmed to me,
but, said he, I did not conceive it fit
to interrupt his Majesty, who so so-
Zemnly told what they pretended to de.”

Encouraged by the superstition of
the Bishop of Winchester, James pro-
‘ceeds to talk more confidently of mi-
raculous cures by means of relics, and
he relates that his brother Charles
had, at the time of his death, & piece
of the true cross in his'pocket. .

“ Afterwards his Majesty spoke of
some reliques that had effected strange
cures, particularly a piece of our Bl
Saviour’s Crosse, that heal'd a gen-
tleman’s rotten nose by onely touch-
ing; and speaking of the golden
crosse and chaine taken out of the
coffin of St. Edward the Confessor,
at Westm® by one of the singing men,
who, as thescaffolds were taking down
after his Ma%*. coronation, espying
a hole in the tomb, and something
glisten, put his hand in, and brought
it to the Deane, and he to the King;
his Ma%. began to put the Bishop in
mind how earnestly the late King
(his brother) call’'d upon him, during
his agonie to take out what he had
in his pocket. 1 had thought, said
the King, it had ben for some keys,
‘which might lead to some cabinet
that his Ma% would have me secure;
but, says he, you well remember that
I found nothing in any of his pockets
but a crosse of gold, and a few insig-
nificant papers ; and thereupon he
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shew’d us the crosse, and was pleas’d
to put it into my hand. It was of
gold, about three inches long, having
on one side a crucifix enamell'd and
emboss’d, the rest was grav'd and
garnish’d with goldsmith's work, and
two pretty broad table amethists, (as
I conceiv’d,) and at the bottom a
pendant pearle; within was inchas'd
a little fragment, as was thought, of
the true Crosse, and a Latine inscrip-
tion in gold and Roman letters.” * .
609. :

A few pages onwards, Evelyn re-
Jates a conversation between James
and Mr. Pepys, which settles the
question of the religion (if the word
can be used with regard to such a
man) of Charles Il. He was, and dicd,
a Roman Catholic. In our Xth Ve-
lume, pp. 224—226, may be seen the
no-longer-disputed narrative of the
Popish ceremonies performed at his
bed-side, when he was dying.

¢ This familiar discourse encourag’d
Mr. Pepys to beg of his Ma%, if he
might ask it without offence, and for
that his Ma¥ could not but observe
how it was whisper’d among many,
whether his late Ma% had been recon-
cil’d to y¢ Church of Rome ; he againe
humbly besought his -Ma% to pardon
his presumption if he had touch'd
upon a thing which did not befit him
to looke into: the King ingenuously
told him that he both wes, and died, a
Roman Catholic, and that he had not
Jong since declar’d it was upon some
politic and state reasons, best known
to himselfe, (meaning the King his
brother,) but that he was of that per-
suasion: he bid him follow him into
his closet, where opening a cabinet,
he shew'd him two papers, containing
about a quarter of a sheete, on both
sides written, in the late King’s owne
hand, severall arguments o’pEosite to
the doctrine of the Church of England,
charging her with heresy, novelty and
y¢ fanaticism of other Protestants, the
cheif whereon was, as 1 remember,
our refusing. to acknowledge the Pri-
macy and InfaMibility of the Church
of Rome ; how impossible it was that

* ¢ There is a pamphlet giving: an ac-
count of this finding, and presenting -to
the King, under the name of George Tay-
lour; but his name was Henry Keepe.
See Gough’s . Topograpby.””  Evelyn's
Editor. .
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s0 man y ages should never dlspute it,
till of late; how unhke]y our Saviour

would ledve his Church without a

visible head and guide to resort -to,
during his absence; with the like
usual topics so well penn’d, as to the
discourse, as did- by no means seeme
to me -to_have ben put together by
the late King, vet written all with
his owne hand blotted and interlin'd,
so as, if indeed it was not given him
by some priest, they mloht be such
arguments and reasons as had ben
inculcated from tlme to time, and here
recollected ; and in the conclusion,
shewing hls looking on the Protestant

rehglon (and by name the Church of

England) to be without foundation,
and consequently false and unsafe.

When his Ma% had shewn him these

originals, he was pleased to lend him
the copies of those two papers, attestéd
at the bottome in 4 or 5 lmes, under
his owue hand.

“« These were the papers 1 saw and

read.” 1. 612.
et :
- London, |
S1r, February 24, 1810.

N the new edition of Toller’'s Law
of Executors and Administrators,
published at the conclusion of last
year, are the following passages:—
< By Statute 9 and 10 William I11.,
c. 32, persons denying the Trinity,
or asserting that there are more Gods
than one, or denying the Christian
religion to be true, or the Holy Scrip-
tures to be of Divine authority, shall,
for the second offence, among other
mcapacxtles, be disabled from bemg
executors.” P. 36.

‘¢ A legacy is a bequest or gift of
personal property by will. All persons
are capable of being legatees, with
some special exceptlons by common
Jaw an(g statute.”

“ By Statute 9 and 10 William 1I1.,
c. 32, persons denying the Trinity, or
asserting that there are more Gods
than one, or denying the Christian
religion to be true, or the Holy Scrip-
tures to be of Divine authority, shall,
for the second offence, be also inca-
pable of any legacy.” P. 200.

It must be quite superflaous to ‘in-
form you, or any of my brethren in
faith, that the Statute, commonly
called the Blasphemy Act, was re-
pealed by the 53rd Geo. llI'., c. 160,
‘“ so far as the same related to persous

are equally

o0

| denymg as therein ment:oned respect-

ing the .Holy Trinity:” but as the
wo:kﬁ from whnch I have quoted - the
previous erroneous passages is coui-
monly appealed to as authority by the
profession, and referred to for theu'
guidance by individuals, 1 apprehend
it would not be entirely useless if you
were to inform your numerous readers,
that the Unitarians, though not more
covetous than their fellow-creatures
of the good things of this world, or
of interfering in other men’s affairs,
capable with all mankind
of enjoying the benefit of their rela~
tions’ and friends’ liberality, and of
discharging the last kind office which.

they can trust to any man’s care.

' ONE.
et li— o
SIR, » Jan. 29, 1819.

g MEMBER of my family purposes
shortly to enter into the mar-
riage state; and though a Dissenter
from the Established Church, he feels

‘himself compelled, in order 1o obtain

the benefit of a legal marriage, to
have the ceremony performed at the
Church of England, and by one of its
ministers. As a conscientious man,
the party referred to has carefully
read over the marriage ceremony, to
ascertain whether, without a violation
of conscience, he can accord with its .
principles and details.

And first, Sir, as it- is usual in the
celebration of marriage for the younger
brariches of a family to attend, parti-
cularly young females, it is impossible
not to feel repugnance at the very
great indelicacy of expression in se-
veral parts of the marriage ceremony:
to quote such instances, would be to
sully your pages, and render the pub-
lication which should contain them,
an unfit companion at the breakfast-
table of a moral and well-educated
family. How extremely objectionable
then must that language be, In a
public, and as it assumes to be, a reli-
gious ceremony, which, even in the
intercourse of private life, we. should
be ashamed to use in the presence of
our wives and our daughters!

It seems, ‘also, that the man who

joins in the marriage ceremony, is

made to declare a direct falsehood, by

- promising what he never intends to

perform. 1 allude here to the decla-
ration made by the man to the
woman: “ With all my worldly goods
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I thee endow ; whereas, this is so con-
" trary ‘to the fact, and indeed to the
law of the land, that unless the woman
has made a previous settlement, not
ouly has she no title in the property
of her husband, but all even that she
possessed before, becomes absolutely
“and bond fide bis.
T'o the libertine and the thoughtless
- 1 am-aware that the objections already
nrged will appear of small import-
ance; but the religious and moral
character will see no good reason,
why a ceremony, performed in a place
supposed to be sacred, should con-
tinue to exist in a formm, which at
once violates truth, and offends the
ear of delicacy. But, Sir, another
and still more important objection
remains to be noticed. It has hap-
pened with the party now about to
enter the marriage state, that in the
exercise of an honest, though what
may be esteemed by some, a mistaken
judgment, he has become not only
a Dissenter from the Established
Church, but a Dissenter from the
docetrine of the Trinity ; in the name
of which the marriage ceremony is
performed.

Maust then a man, in order to obtain
a legal marriage, subscribe to doctrines
as true, which he believes to be false?
Must he be guilty of solemn and
deliberate perjury, and this in a plece
dedicated to religion? 1In vain, Sir,
has the fLegislature removed the penal

privations, to which persons deny-

ing the doctrine of the Trinity were
formerly subject, if they cannot obtain
even the civil right of marriage,
- without subscribing to the truth of
that doctrine. Under these circum-
stances, I am desirous of obtaining
satisfactory and categorical answers
from some of your intelligent cor-
respondents to the following ques-
tions :

1. As it regards fkneeling at the
celebrationof the marriage ceremony.
=eeing that some of the directions of
this ceremony are in common practice
dispensed with ; as for example,laying
the accustomary fee on the book,
might not the practice of kneeling be
dispensed with, from those who have
conscientious scruples; and in the
case of a man and woman refusing to
kneel, wounld the priest be justified
in refusing to celebrate the mar-
riage ? _ ~

‘hished, the

Questions on the Marriage Ceremony.

2. Seeing the Marriage Act was
intended, as the preamble states, * to
prevent clandestine marriages,” would
if not be altogether a legal marriage,
if, after the banns were regualarly pub-
parties desirous of heing
married, were to declare in open
church before the minister, in any
form of words they might please, that
they took each other to be man and
wife, and refused to join in any part
of the ceremony: could the priest in
such a case, refuse to register the
marriage, and give the parties a2 cer-
tificate of the same; and should he so
refuse, would the legality of the mar-
riage be invalidated?

3. As a great portion of the mar-
riage ceremony is, at the option of
the minister, frequently omitted, would
the marriage of a party who should
go through the ceremony till the
priest had pronounced the words—
“ whom God hath joined let no man
put asunder,” and refuse to attend, or
subscribe to any thing further, be
hereby vitiated; and as in the second
quere, ‘“could the priest, in such a
case, refuse to register the marriage,”
&c. &c,? ' |

A CONSTANT READER.

P.S. 1 have just learmed by the
public prints, that a meeting has been
held for the establishment of an Asso-
ciatiomn for the Protection of the €tozl
Rrghts of Unitarians. 1t is impossible
the committee appointed to carry
into effect the objects of the Associ-
ation, can be in any way employed
in a manner more consistent with
the principles of their appointment;
than in a serious effort to obtain legis-
lative relief to the Unitarian Dissenter
in the instance of the marriage cere-
mony.

e ———
Hanwood,

Sir, Januwry 28, 1819.

' HILE reading the beautiful let-
ter of the “Reformed Jew,” in-

serted in your December Repository,
[ X1, '762,] how ardently did I wish
that the person toe whom it was ad-
dresscd, had entertained more scrip-
tural and rational views of Chris-tianity.
as such only could have enabled him
to remove the grand difficulty com-
plained of, and copvince him that the
genutne doctrines of the gospel must
necessarily produce, and whilé they
comtinued to be delivered, actually
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did roduce, Jar' other fruits than
those which are now manifested on
the face of the Christian world.

If we believed that the will of God,
which was made known to mankind
by Jesus and his apostles, had tseen
dellvered down and taught inits native
trath and puarity for nearly etghteen
hundred years,—oxr even since the era
of the Reformation, and witnessed no
better effects on the feelin gs and con-
duct of its professors than are Nnow
evident even in thes country, (boasting,
as some of us do, of ifs piety and
morals,) should we not he justified in
concluding, that, perfect as the theory
of Christianity appears, experience
had proved it unequal to the great
work of reforming the human race,—
the very purpose for which it was
given! For, as the appointed means
of doing this, do all rational believers
look to Jesus as their Saviour. A
religion for the safvation of the world,
must reform the world; 'fdr “ faith
unless it sanctifies, cannot save.’

That wuniversal love is the great cha-
racteristic of Christianity, no one will
deny: yet we must allow that the Jew
is well justified in asking, ¢ Can there
be found in the life and behaviour of
most of those who call themselves
Christians, the least sign of such a
pure universal love? Nay, are not
the actions of most of them wholly
contradictory to that which was prac-
tised by Christ?"”

When we look around us, and over
the Christian world, we must own
that they are; and there is no6 way of
accounting for it, and removing from
the minds of men this most reasonable
objection to our holy faith, but by
statements, such as the following,
which Uniitarians can give from the
full conviction of their hearts :

The gospel of Christ began (as we
learn from apostolic authority) to be
corrupted even by some of its earliest
converts; and as the heathen world
came in, and the civil power, under
colour of protecting, assumed a right
of interference and even dictation, it
became more and more assimilated to
their preconceived notions and pre-
judices,'whlch were all in favour of
many gods, many objects of worship,
and abundance of outward rites and
superstitious observances. |

To those who had been accustomed
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, to deify almost every thing. around
them, to adore even brutes and.vege-.
tables, and fall down before ¢¢.stocks
and stones,” it might well seem strange
thathe who was sent by the Almighty-

Jehovah to be the Saviour of thie
world, who performed such great mi-
racleb, and exhibited in his life.a

pattern of perfection such as mankind

had never before conceived even in
idea, and to crown all; had risen from
the grave, and ascended inte heaven
in the presence of his disciples; to
suppose this extraordinary person a
mere man, seemed to their minds, pre-
possessed as they had been, nearly
impossible! Yet the doctrine of one
only God was so firmly laid down as
the foundation-stome, both of the
Jewish and Christian Scriptuares, that
it could never be disputed, and nothing
but sad experience would persuade
any one that a method of evading it
could have been invented. Nor could
it have been dome but by almost
imperceptible degrees :—the common
sense of mankmd would have re-
volted against so monstrous an as-
sertion, (and nothing like it is even
pretended to be found in the sacred
writings) as that one is three, or that
three are omne. But dark ages of ig-
norance succeeded the promulgatlon
of Christianity, and in the course of
these, step by step, one absurdity after
another was introduced and declared
to be Christian verity, by the decrees
of synods, councxls, &ec.; and in the
course of successive centuries, while
the Bible was inaceessible to the great
boedy of believers, even if they had
been able to read it, and little known
or consulted even by the priests them-
selves, both-tlie doctrines and practice
of the Christian Churches attained
the fearful acmé of corruption at which
the Reformation found them.

Some of these strange doctrines,
and many superstitious observances
were then done away, and a noble
spirit of inquiry, seemed to be spread-
ing among Christians: but the demon
of bwotry and uncharitableness arose
among the Reformers themselves; they
raised the cry of heresy against each
other, and even brought their bre-
thren to the stake for holding opinions
different from their own! This was
too clear a proof that they were still
““in the gall of bitterness,” and that.
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the errors and corruptions which they
had removed, were trifling in com-
parison with those that remained.

In so degrading a light are the
great and glorious doctrines of the
gospel now held by the leading men
in this enlightened country, that we
are told from the highest Church-of-
England authority, that a belief in
them requires ‘¢ a prostration of the
understanding’’! And. what can the
Church of Rome, or the Koran of
Mahomet do more? Nor is this the
worst, — the creeds and articles of
churches, calling themselves reformed,
represent our Creator not as “ the
Lord merciful and gracious, who wil-
leth not that any should perish, but
that «l{l should return, repent and
live;” not as the loving Father and
Bengfactor of the human racé, but in
colours that inspire dread, 1 had almost
sald aversion,—for what can restrain
indignant feelings in those who believe
that they see uncontrolable power, cru-
elly and unjustly used? And we

must, indeed, have laid aside the use

of our reasoning faculties, if we see not
this in the God described by Calvin.

But the doctrine which of all others
most powerfully demoralizes Protes-
tants, is that of the atonement of sin
by the blood of Christ. To tell men
that if they are saved at all, it must be
by the righteousness of another being
imputed to them, and that all they have
{0 do, is to fix therr trust in this doc-
trine so ¢ comfortable to sinners,” to
ensure the full benefit of it to them-
selves! What is it but to outrage all
our ideas of rectitude and justice, to
loosen even in thinking minds, all
bonds of moral obligation, and in
others, to open a wide gate for the
indulgence of every passion and incli-
nation, and to lead to crime and pro-
fligacy of every description > That
there are many excellent persons who
zealously adhere to this doctrine, 1
well know, and that their conduct
i3 so preferable to their creed, may
be well attributed to their frequent
reading of the Bible, on every page of
which that personal righteousness is
inculcated, which these inconsistent
beings aver to be unnecessary to sal-
vation. |

How much is it to be wished, that
Unitarian views of Christianity were
Taid befor¢ the Reformed Jews:—there

Mr. B. Flower o Dr. Walker's Trentmeént of Séripture.
can be no deubt bat it would be 4

powerful means of satisfying all their
remaining doubts, and might be a
material step towards the conwversion
of the whole people. Had every con-
gregation amongst us -a Fellowship
Fund, zealously attended to, means
would not be wanting to render this
exertion, difficult as it may appear
when compared with any efforts which
we have hitherto made, more than

posstble.

Should you think these observations
worth the attention of your readers, [
request for them a place in the Repo-

sitory. MARY HUGHES.
et .
| Hackney Road,
Sir, February 11, 1810.

THE careless manner of quoting
Scripture, without understand-
ing its meaning, and for the purpose
of confirming prejudices and errors,
has been a constant subject of regret
to every thoughtful Christian; and
seldomm has there appeared a more

striking example of this carelesnsess
“than in the letter of Friend Walker’s,

inserted in your Repository for Oc¢-

tober last, [XIIL. 622,] but which,

baving resided at Brussels for nearly
the past five months, I have but just

read: to me it appears of too dan-

gerous a tendency to pass unnoticed.
The writer, who professes himself

to be one of the society of Friends, by

way of apology for the fanatic fooleries

which disgraced some of its members

in the seventeenth century, remarks

‘as follows: —<¢ The concernments aof
becoming signs and wonders to the
people by going about naked, putting

on sackcloth, &c. among Quaker en-
thusiasts, leke unto Isaialh and other en-
thusiast prophets of old, honest George
[Fox] used to record, I believe very

sincerely, as triumphs of truth:” —
thus attempting to level the character

of the Jewish prophets to that of the
fanatics alluded to. This remark was

once made to me by a confirmed un-

believer, who, like the generality of
his. fraternity, had examined the evi-
dences of Christianity very super-
ficially, in a conversation I held with

-him, in which 1 urged, as evidence of

the truth of revelation, the fulfilment
of the prophecies of Isaiah respecting
the fall of Babylen, Tyre, Egypt, &c.
‘T'hat the same remark should be made
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by a Christian, who Boasts of the
peculiar purity of his principles, must
be a subject of equal surprise and
regref. ~ . .

I beg leave to observe, that the
above remark, suggested by super-
ficial Infidels, and superficial Chris-
tians, arises entirely from their igno-
rance of the meaning of Scripture
phraseelogy. I should, indeed, have
hoped, that there was scarcely a child
in a sunday-schaol, who, in reading any
of the passages in which the prophets
were said to have walked about naked,
but who would have been informed
by the teacher, that the word naked in
those passages had a very different
meaning from that suggested by the
mere sound. 1 was about to refer
I'riend Walker to various commen-
tators to set him right on this point;
but one will be sufficient. ‘That ra-
tional, plain and useful expeositor, Job
Orton, thus paraphrases Isaiah xx. 2,
3: ¢ At the same time spake the
Lord by Isaiah, the son of Amos,
saying, Go, and loose the sackcloth
from off thy loins, whick thou hast
worn, as & mourning habit for the sins
and calamities of Judah and IFsrael,
and put off thy shoe from thy foot:
and he did so, walking naked, that is,
’}vz'tlmut an wpper garment, and bare-
. 00‘.5” |

I would re('ommend to Friend

Walker, after reading this quotation,
before he again censures the ancient
prophets as enthusiasts, that he would
pay a little more attention to their
meaning, and he may rest assured
that in- that case he will not be less
qualified to write on the subject.
This point is of the greater im-
portance, if we reflect that the pro-
phets in thas going barefoot, naked,
&c. professed to act under the imme-
diate inspiration of the Holy Spirit;
equally so as when they delivered
their important predictions respecting
the fall of empires, or the still more
1mportant predictious respecting the
Messiah. If, therefore, they were
enthusiasts in the one case, what se-
curity have we that they were not
enthustasts in the others; and thus
has a Christian, professing the purest
of J)rinciples. with a dash of his pen
endeavoured to destroy one of the
mam pillars of our holy religion: the
prophet Isaiah . singled cut for his
attack, is generally considered by both
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Jewish and Christian commentators, -
as the peculiarly sublime and evange-
lical prophet, who prephesied far more
amply and clearly respecting the
Messiah, and foresaw more of the
glory of his kingdom than any, if not
all the other prophets, united ;" and in
my opinion, had as lJittle enthusiasm
in his character as even Friend
Walker! R
I most earnestly hope 1 shall not
be misunderstood by the following
remark, as if I were in the least degree
inimical to the free circulation of opi-
nions, however erroneous. No, Sir,
not only the Infidel, but the Atheist
has, I think, a right to declare his
sentiments, without any interruption
from the civil magistrate ; butI cannot
on the present occasion help re-
marking, as somewhat curious, that
the society of Friends have recently,
in a fit of spurious modern orthodoxy,
persecuted to the utmost of their
power, one of the most respectable of .
their members, well known to you
and to me, and. to many of your
readers, by expeliing him from their
fraternity, for his attachment to Uni-
tarian sentiments, although he has
proved that in what he has written
on the subject, he has varied but in a
trifling degree from the great and
good—perhaps the very prime mem-
ber of the sect—WiLLiaMm PENN: and
that at the same time they can suffer
another of their members to attack
the universally-acknowledged foun-
dations of our common faith, without
even the slightest censure or notice!
Friend Walker, in his quaint,
enthusiastic panegyric on his sect,
is pleased to remark—* They™ [the
Quakers] “ hold the most excellent
system of religion that has ever yet
appeared on the earth; a system more
refined even than that of the primitive
Christians, ere the gospel dove (Ju-
dsean) was crushed rather than che-
rished in the embrace of the imperial
eagle (Roman).” Although we have
the ipse dixit of the writer on this point,
I must take the liberty of so fardiffer-
ing from him, as to declare, that, in my
opinion, the primitive Christians were
more ‘ refined” in their system, and

‘that they were free from certain

errors-in theory, and follies in practice,
which bave oniformly distinguished
that otherwise very respectable so-

ciety, of whose general worth 1 am
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by no means insensible, and of whose
- individnal excellence I am a happy
wifness.
their  variations from the faith and
practice of the primitive Christians,
would lead me to a length that would
neither correspond with my inclina-
- tions, nor that of your readers.* [
merely drop the hint to Friend Walker,
that he may not think more highly of
himself’ ov his sect than ke ought to
think: and 1 sincerely hope that his
respectable fraternity will not be of-
fended, if I, in stirring up their pure
minds, by way of remembrance, drop
the additional hint, that if they, as a
body, should be somewhat more at-
tentive to the purity of principle and
practice, which distinguished the pri-
mitive Christians; who, while they
counted all things but loss for Christ,
were by no means insensible of the
value of their rights as men, and as
CITIZENS: — should they be more
‘careful of imbibing that spirit of ser-
vility and worldly-mindedness; and
of displaying, at least, a tacit appro-
bation of that system of corruption,
wickedness and conformity to the
world, in its worst sense, which has
so peculiarly disgraced modern Chris-
tians for the past half century:—they
will by no means decrease in respec-

tability in the eyes of the world in

general, or the Christian world in

particular.
B. FLOWER.
et .
Siw, March 2, 1819.

URING my visit a short time
| ¥-ago in Buckinghamshire,+ there

* One error, however, I cannot help
noticing, and which, as it is stated in J.
Walker’s letter, appears to me, as a rule
of life, to be of a most dangerous tendency :
—that which exalts the ¢ light within,”
above the sacred Scriptures; and we per-
ceive the unhappy eflects of this error in
the mind of the writer, whose ‘¢ light
‘within,”” or what 1 believe your readers
~will term his fancy, led him to think him-
self more enlightened than the ¢ enthusiast
prophet Isaiah I”’—Which is genuine Qua-
kerism—that of the venerable assembly
who advised keeping ‘¢to the formn of sound
words, the Seriptures,” or thatof J. Walker,
who despises such a test, I leave to be
setfled between him and his opponent B.,
¢ the well-meaning Bible Quaker.”

T Near Weston, a village where the
majority are Roman Catholics.
Catholic college.)

To specify . particulars of -

(Also, a

My. Cogan on Mr. Siodhart's Anathemas against Unitarians.

was presented to me; by a cottager, g
Roman Cathoelic : prayer-book, pub-
lisHed at Dublin: while perusing it,
I was surprised at finding the whole
of the second commandment left out,
but the number ten was preserved
by dividing the tenth into ninth and
tenth. Ishall feel obliged by receiving
a communication from any of your
correspondents, what grounds they
have for erasing so considerable a .
portion of what is almost universally -
approved sacred. r
- E. S,
Walthamstow,
SIR, - March 4, 1819.
PN p. 56, of your Repositery for
January, I find this alarming decla-
ration, sealed by the anthority of Mr.
Stodhart, of Pell Street, Ratcliff-High-
way, that ‘““they who deny the co-equal
and co-essential godhead of Jesus
Christ, will, with Unitarians, be
damned to all eternity.” [ read this
denunciation with a mingled feeling
of astonishment, contempt and pity.
astonishment, indeed, was not
called forth by any novelty in the
thing, as the temper which dictates
these anathemas is, unhappily, pre-
valent enough. But werethe sentence
rung in my ears every hour of every
day, [ should never cease to be asto-
nished at the presumption of a poor
fallible mortal, who should dare to
seat himself on the throne. of God,
and shut the gates of mercy on all
who do not think as he does.—Uni-
tarians are to bedamned to all eternity!
—Not surely because they differ in
their religious creed from Mr. Stod-
hart. And yet 1 defy him, in con-
Junction with all who hold the same
opinion, to assign a better reason why
they should be damned than this
would be.  Theologians are not
always with cautien bold, but he
must be a bold man indeed, who
should have the hardihood to deny
that Unitarianism has ranked amongst
its professors, men who have been
eminently adorned with every Chris-
tian virtue. ‘Nor would he be less
audacious, who should venture to
affirm, that Unitarianism does not
embrace every practical principle of
Christianity. Virtue, indeed, is to a
Unitarian, the acknowledged end of
his faith, and every article.in his creed
enforces the practice of virtue.” But
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4e does not believe the co-equal-and
co-essential Godhead of Jesus Christ;
and, therefore, he is to be damned to
all: eternity. = Mr. Stodhart, I am
afraid, would not hear him, or he
might ‘plead, if not in arrest of judg-
ment, at least in extenuation of his
crime, that amidst the various and
contradictory explanations which have
been given of the Trinitarian doctrine,
l:e was altogether at a loss to under-
stand what it was that he was called
.ipon to believe. Mr. Stodhart, how-
ever, (whose knowledge, no doubt, is
equal to his zeal,) may perhaps be able
‘to throw some new light on this per-
olexing subject, and may condescend
to infogrm us how three false * deities
make one true God; unless, indeed,
he should determine, in his anger, to
leave us to find out the secret for our-
selves.
mine is the doctrine of Scripture, and
if the Unitarians would read the New
‘Festament with impartiality, they
would find it there expressed in every
page. No doubt, if they would take
‘Mr. Stodhart for their guide, and
obligingly accept his interpretation of
Scripture phraseology, they would
find not only this doctrine, but every
other article of his delectable system.
But with Mr. Stodhart's good leave,
they would rather see with their own
eyes than with his; especially as, were

they to borrow his optics, they might’

perchance, imbibe his spirit; from

* The I'ather alone, saith Mr. Stodhart,
1s @ false Deity. ‘¢ To us there is but one
God, even the Father,” says the Apostle
Paul. Andininterpreting this declaration
according to. its literal meaning, I am sup-
ported by a good authority. A receut
convert to Orthodoxy, in order to guard
against the dire eftects’ of interpreting
Scripture upon the principles of rational
criticism, has laid down a rule of inter-
pretation, in terms to the following effect:
that Scripture language is always to be
explained according to the natural and
obvious meaning of the words. Were this
canon applied to the greater part of the
New Testament, what woeful work would
it make with the popular theology! It
was kind, however, to endeavour to
farnish a prineiple, which would at once
_clear up every difficnlty. Mr. Stodhart,
it is to be feared, would not have been
‘thus indulgent ; he W('jl'lld‘have- contented
‘himself with proclaiming, This is the truth,
and if yow will 'neot believe it, you will be
damuned to all eternity.! - |

/

But My. Stodhart would say, -
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which, at present, every feeling of
their heart revolts. But Mr S. would
add, or if he did not, somebody would

for him, the Unitarians perversely and

wilfully shut their eyes against ‘the
truth.. Itis no wonder that they who
usurp one prerogative of the Almighty,
should, upon occasion, exercise aho-
ther. "And, in truth, many of our or-
thodox brethrén have a imarvellous
faculty of diving .into the -hearts’ of
their opponents. In the twinkling of
an eye they can unlock the breast of
a poor Unitarian, and there, amidst
other dire and dreadful things, they
can clearly behold original depravity,
in the shape of carnal reason, arming
itself in proud rebellion against the
truth of God. Some of this perspi-
cacious fraternity have ascertained
that Unitarians are neither more nor
less than wunbelievers in .disguise.
Others, I am told, have discovered,
that, in the heart of a Unitarian, piety
at best never rises above the level of
infidel devotion. As we have been
accustomed to pay some respect to
the injunction of our Master, ¢ Judge
not, that ye be not judged;” we
confess ourselves not qualified to carry
on our theological warfare by this
method of attack. We, therefore,

leave it in the exclusive possession of

our opponents; and much good may
it do them.—But enough and more
than enough on this ungracious topic.
I will therefore, only add, that it is

high time that this damning spirit of

bigotry should hide its head and blush.
Blush, indeed, it cannot, for bigotry,
as it has no feeling, knows no shame.
Let it, then, if it must be so, pour
forth its fury whileit may. The time
cannot fail to come, when the wretched
system which ministers fuel to this
unholy flame, shall have been swept
from the face of the earth by the
progressive operation of that spirit of
inquiry, which weak men may lament
and bigots may execrate, but which
no threats of damnation can intimi-
date, nor any mortal power repress.
- E. COGAN.
S1r, . | |
YHE Rev. R. Stodhart [p. 56]stood
up at a meeting of the. Wood-
street, Spitalfields, Charity : School,

and affirmed that « he who worshiped

the Father alone, without God the Son
and God the Holy Ghost, was an ide-



166

later : for the Father alone was a false
Deity.” ‘ .

Oun looking into the Scriptures 1
find that Moses says, ~ |

«“ 1, Jehovah, am thy God: thou
shalt have no other Gods beside me.”

I find that Isaiah says,

¢ I am God, and there is none else:
I am God and there is none with me.”

I find that Christ says, |

« The first of all the eommand-
ments is, Hear, O Israel! the Lord our
God is one Lord.” -

1 look in vain for the terms God the
Son, or God the Holy Ghost.

I ascertain from the express words
of Jesus, that the Jehovah, the Lord,
the God of the Old Testament is the
Father. . |

¢ It is my Father that honoureth
me, of whom ye (the Jews) say, that
he is your God.”

Anund still more explicitly, that the
Father only is the true God.

¢ That they may know thee (O
Father !) to be the only true God, and
Jesus whom thou hast sent to be the
Christ.”

I see that Jesus directs his disciples
to pray to the Father:

<« When ye pray, say, Our Father
who art in heaven.”

And that he asserts of those who
worship the Father, that they are the
true worshipers:

¢« The hour is coming and now is,
when the true worshipers shall. wor-
ship the Fatherin spirit and in truth :
and he adds, “ God is a Spirit, and
they that worship him must worship
bhim in spirit and in truth:” thus af-
firming that the Being whom he had
named the Father, is the Being called
God.

L.epking to the apostles, I see that
Paul%says,

“ There are gods many and lords
many : but to us there is but- one
God, the Father.”

I find that he worships the Father :

““ For this cause 1 bow my knees
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Chrest 2 not to Jesus Christ himself;
not to God the Son; not to God the
Holy Ghost; not to a “ Trinity of

rsons co-eternal and co-equal.”

'If then Jehovahh was the Father,
not the Sor; if to the Jews there
‘was one (God only, and that God the
Father, not the S’Zn; if Christ taught
as to pray to the Father, not to the

“ Fire-Act London €Clergy.”

Son ; and if he declared that the true
worshipers should worship the Father,
not the Son; if Paul bowed the knee,
not to the Son, but to the Fuather; and
if the Father alone was a false Deity,
and the worship of a false deity be
idolatry,—then the prophets, Christ,
and the apostles were idolaters !
' A JEW OF BEREA.

“ Fire-Act London Clergy.”
| HE ¢ Fire-Act Clergy” are not

so nicknamed from their present
doings, by which the minds of their
parishioners are so much heated and
inflamed, but from the amount of their
benefices being regulated by an ‘Act
of Parliament which passed after, and
in consequence of the Fire of London.
The modus of assessment then and
thereby fixed, appeared to the clergy
in 1804 insufficient, and with no oppo-
sition from their parishes they apphlied
to Parliament for relief, and obtained
an Act raising the poundage. Still
unsatisfied, they repeated their appli-
cation to Parliament in 1817 for a
further allowance ; but their prayer
was refused. This check has not dis-
couraged them, and they have given
notice of anew application on the same
account to the present Parlament.
"The parishes concerned in the proceed-
ing have taken the alarm, and have in
almost every instance published Reso-
Iutions declaratory of their surprise at
the intention of the clergy, and of their
determination to resist them by every
means ip their power. In many of
the Resolutions there are statements
of the distresses and grievanees of the
parishes, under the weight of taxation
and of the poors’ rate, which well
deserve the serious consideration of
our statesmen. We take notice of
them, however, on account of other
statements, which ought to be put
upon record, and of sentiments which
manifest the altered state of the public
mind. The Church has no longer the
hold which she once possessed of
men’s prejudices and fears. To the
imprudence of the London clergy we
owe the proof of this, to them alarm-
ing truth. "We areindebted to them,
besides, for the publication of facts
which shew the absolute necessity of
a reformation in the Church, and
which indirect]y furpnish an argument
for Dissent. The agitation of this and
similar topics may lead to a general
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union of the intelligent and indepen-
dent part of the community for effect-
ing, by constitutional means, the long-
needed Church reform. Should not
this end be attained to the full extent
that may be desired, certain abuses
may be abolished or mitigated; which
would be equally beneficial to Church
and State. j -

The IL.ondon clergy have fixed a
longing eye upon the original statute
of Hen. V1II., relating to them, which
was superseded by the Fire Act. But
their parishioners remind them that
that statute was emnacted in Popish
times and in the spirit of Popery.
Thus: the parish of All-Hallows the
Grreat have published the two follow-
ing resolutions: | | |

¢ Resolved unanimously, That the eon-
structions and designs of the said Aet,
Jramed under Roman Catholic authority,
and in the time of Bishop Bonner, have
given rise to the most vexatious and de-
structive litigation, and have produced ill-
will and discord between the clergy and
their parishioners. -

¢ Resolved unanimously, That the state-
ments and doctrine urged by the Rev. John
Moore, in his printed case respecting such
dormant right, as if emanating from and
sanctioned by 'the\__%eheral body of the
clergy, are such as Protestant ministers,
in the present day, ought not to avow and
acknrowledge.” \

That of St. Andrew by the Ward-
robe, the following :

“ Resolved, That we sincerely regret
that any minister of the Church of En-
gland stould even hint at the revival of an
obsolete statute, enacted in the dark ages
of superstition and fanrnaticism, when the
purses ‘and the consciences of the commu-
nity were equally under the dominton and
controul of the clergy of the Church of
Rome.*

And, to the same effect, but in still
stronger terms, is one of the resolu-

tions of the parish of St. Gregory by
St. Paul: - |

“ Resolved unanimously, That even in
the worst of monkish superstitions, when
the clergy of this country were under the
deciared dominion of the Church;of Rome,
and throughout eight successive reigns,
from the 13th of Richard the Second down
to the 37th of Henry the Eighth, the addi-
tion to the stipends of the parochial mi-
nisters, which the last-cited statute went
to fix, was vigorously resisted, and un-
ceasingkly contested ; and this Vestry in-
duiges & confident hope that such a
matured’ system of organized ' exaction,

\ lﬁj

originating, as it did, with a bigoted
prelacy, . the supporters and champions of
Popery, and now “promulgated with the
hope of extorting from the parishioners
‘payments still more unwarrantable and
burdensome, will at this day be firmly and
resolutely opposed.” :

Many of the parishes have explained
in their resolutions the original appro-
priation of Church Revenues, accord-
ing to which only one third part
belonged to the clergy. The reverend
body would not, we dare say, be
willing to revert to the old law and
custom, and, taking tithes, oblations,
&c., in full, to bear the charges of the -
poor, and of the erection and repairs
of Churches. On this subject, the
parish of 8t Andréew Hubbard, thus
express themselves:

¢“ Resolved unanimously, That the Fire-
Act Clergy, having in the year 1804 ob-
tained a cousiderable amgmentation of their
livings, in consequence of the decreased
value of money, and the enhanced price of
the necessaries of life, now claim, as a
matter of right, a still further increase,
seeking in effect a revival of the statute
37th Hen. VIII., (which till within these
few years was considered obsolete,) a mea-
sure whieh cannot he sufficiently con-
demned, and which we regard with the
most serious alarm, especially when we
recollect that suck paymenis were origi-
nally in lieu of oblations, and applicable
(according to the best authorities, viz.
Blackstone, Burn and others) for the va-
rious purposes of maintaining the poor,.
(no poer laws being then enacted,) repair-
ing the Churches, as well as for the sup-
port of the superior as also the inferior
clergy.”

The parish of All-Hallows, in Lom-
bard Street : | . A

¢ Resolved, That they recollect also,
what is truly stated in the :Resolnt‘i(zns of
the London Clergy, (vide Times, 1st inst.,).
that ¢ By very ancient custom the London.
clergy, over and above personal tithes,
were entitled to receive, on Sundays and
holydays, from the occupiers of the houses
in their respective parishes, certain obla-
tious in proportion to the rents, which at
one time were settled, by arbitration and
consent, at 3s. 5d. in the pound, and were,
after subsequent dispute and litigation,
finally established by 37th Henry VIII. at
2s. 9d. in the pound.! But the London
clergy have omtitted to tell their par-
shioners, that the excessive rate of 3s. 5d.
in the pesund, afterwards, by htgation,
reduced to 2s. 9d., had for its appropria-
tion, not only the subsistence of the clergy,
but also the eipenses of the Church, and

A\
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relief of the poor, Sor in those days the
poor had no megular provision from any
other source.”

" The parish of All- Hallows the Great :

¢ Resolved unanimously, That this Ves-
try are equally astonished at the conduct
of the clergy, in assigning as a reason for
such application, that they were entitled,
and have now a dormant right, uunder a
decree in pursnance of an Act of Parhia-
ment in the reign of King Henry VII1,, to
payments at the rate of 2s. 9d. in the
pound, when it is evident that such pay-
ments were originally in lieu of oblations
offered under threat of excommunicaiion,
and applicable to the three several pur-
poses, of maintaining the poor, repairing
the Churches,and supporting the Clergy.”

The parish of St. Gregory by St
Paul: |

¢“ Resolved unanimously, That, kowever
unnecessary it may be to revert to the
origin and principle of tithes, this Vestry
cannot forget that the rate of 2s. 9d. in the
pound was originally levied in Loundon in
lieu of the offerings and oblations anciently
made to the Romish Chureh, and that the
money so raised was declared to be for
the maintenance of the poor, the repairs
of the Churches, and the support of the
clergy, these purposes being now provided
for by later laws, the very end and inten-
tion. of the grant of 2s. 9d. in the pound
have ceased to exist, and such grant ought,
in consequence, to be repealed.”

One of the series of Resolutions,
adverts to the foundation of Church
property, and lays down a doctrine
which must shock such of the clergy
(1f any such there .be) as yet cling to
dwvtae reght. The doctrine is asserted
by the United Parishes of St. Mildred
and St. Margaret Moses :

¢ Resolved, That the system of tithes
having no foundation in this country but
legislative enactment, the clergy can have
no rights except what they actually possess
in virtue of such enactments; and that to
advance claims to the rights of the clergy,
as they existed in the days of Popery, and
which, in this instance, were abolished by
Jaw, is repugnant to common sense, and an
insult to a Protestant country.”’

The same parishes give the clerg
an unceremonious hint: '

‘“ Resolved, That the dissatisfaction ex-
pressed by the London clergy might have
been justly urged as a reason for not ac-
cepting their rvespcctive benefices, and
may, even now, be adntitted as a defence
of their resignation ; but can by no means
be considered as justifying their intended

s Pire-Act London Clergy.”

invasion of the property of their parishi-
oners.”’ ' N o . ,

There are several resolutions rela-
ting to the amounts of the benefices
of the Fire-Act Clergy ; and their pa-
rishioners tell them that they have
sufficient stipends, and more than suf-
ficient. For example, the parish of
St. Antholin and St. John the Bap-
tist :

¢ Resolved, That of the fifty-one pa-
rishes which are within the equitable pre-
visions of the act of the 44th Geo. 11I,
c. 89, there are but few in which the
Rector’s maintenance (including glebe,
parsonage-house, gifts and Church-dues)
falls short of £300 per annum, and in
many of thonse parishes it nets from £100.
to £600. per annum.” |

The parishes of S¢. Michael, Queer.-
hithe, and Holy Trinity : '

¢ Resolved umanimously, That it is the
opinion of this Vestry, that the clergy iz
general bave at present sufficient, and i
many cases more than they are entitled to,
for the duty they perform, and in many
instances have other Church preferments,
and property attached to their livings;
and when taken into consideration the
difficulty in collecting the present rates,
from the depressed state of trade, and the
heavy demands made on the inhabitants
for the support of the state, as well as the
alarming increase of the poor rates, are
determined to oppose the present applica-
tion by every means in their power.”

Many of the parishes state the value
of their livings, and some of them
naturally enough compare the wages
with the work ; e. g. St. Bene't Fink,
Threadneedle Street :

‘“ Resolved unanimously, That with re-
spect to this small parish, the late augmen-
tation to £200. per annum, is, in the
opinion of the parishioners, a most liberal
and handsome allowance for the duty per-
formed, viz. Prayers, and a Sermon on
Sunday mornings only, Christmas-day
and Good-Friday, and the Sacrament ad-
ministered once a month 5 the inkabitants
matntaining at their own cost, the reading
of Prayers, and a Sermon on the Sunday
cvenings, under the denomination of a
Lecturer, (which, if their tithes are aug-
mented, they fear they shall be under the
necessity of discontinuing ;) as also paying
the clerk’s salary, and that of all other
attendants ; together with the maintenanee
and repairs of their Church, which is a very
heavy charge upon them.

¢“ Resolved unanimously, that the in-
cumbents of the said parish are styled per-
petual curates, and hold this benefice with
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any other preferment :: and, in.the memory
of "the oldest mhabwtants, have not-. been
knowmn to reside. in or mear London, or
perform ‘the, duty themselves; but hLave
appomted a Sub-Curate, and oftentimes
the service has been pe:fonmed by .
Sub-Curate’s Assistant ; and that without
any cantroul of, and veér y much to the dis-
satz.s;factzon af the mfméztants attendmg
divine service.,”> - ;

Allhallows the Grédt 3

¢ Resolved unammousb, That the sti-
pend, as augmented in the year 1804 for
the united parishes of Allhallows the Great
and Less, is £333. 6s. 8d., which, with
the rental arising from the glebe aqd the
impropriate tithes of Allhallows the Less,
produces nearly £500 _per anoum,

The united parishes of S Mam/
Aldermary and Sa Thomas the A pos-
tle: .

¢¢ Resolved, That the ‘united pausbes
consist altogether of about two hundred
houses only, and the present Rector, be-
sides holding other very valuable appumt
ments, receives from these parishes, for
ntbes, £250. per annum ; for rents. of
glebe, as at present let, nearly £200. per
annum more ; bésides sur phce and other
fees.
L% That the said rectory is a liviag, in
the opinion of this Vestry, the annual in-
come whereof, without any increase, is a

sufficient compensation for a clergyman to

reside within the said par 1shes, and devote
his time to the whole duties thereof, whereas
the said united parishes pay also an annual
stipend to a £e‘cl'u'r’er' to preach in the
afternoon of Sundays, the Rector not being
compellable to perform sach duty.”

The wunited panshes of St. George,

Botolph Lane, and St. Botolph, le~
lingsgate :

‘¢ Resolved, That b the said Act, passed
in the 44th year of the reign of hlS present
Majesty, the sum to be prid to.the Rector
of the said united parishes in lieu of tithes,
was fixed at £300. per apnum, being an
augmentation to the extent of two-thirds
of the former stipend, and a most abundant
remureration to the ineumbent, both as it
respects the duty performed, being only
morning service on the Sunday, and the
extent and population of the parishes.

“ That in addition to the said annual
stipend of £300., the Rector of ghe said
parishes is in the cnjoyment of a par-
sonageé-house in each of the said parishes,
which must pmduce a considerable addi-
tion to his income.’ ’

- 88, Gregory by St. Paul, (which
pansh seems to besubject to the rate
of 2s. 0d, in the pound):
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“ Resalved unammously, That in many
cases the Minor Canans of St. Paul’s have,
with the utmost rigour, enforced the pay-
ment of 2s. 9d. in the pound, from peor
and distressed individuals of this parish,
who have in vain pleaded poverty ; that
vexatious proceedings in Chancery and
m the Exchequer, have been carried on

against the mhabltants, thereby . p putting
them to a great expense 5 and thatin onme
instance, a second Bill in Chancery hath
been filed by the Rev. John Moore, one of
the Minor Canons, against an individuaal
in this parish, (who has already paid 2s. 9d.
in the pound on his actual rent, with the
land-tax added thereto, as settled by the
Deputy Rememblancer of the Court of
Exchequer,) for payment of the said rate
of 2s. 9d. in the pound, on a supposed
,value of his premises, arbitrarily assessed
by i1he Minor Canons themselves ; and
that if the said Rev. Gentleman should
abtain a decree, the individual against-
whom such bill hatb been filed will actu-
ally pay 6s. 9d. in the pound.

¢ Resolved unanimously, That the tithes
now enforced by the Minor €anons of St,
Paul’s against this parish, by virtue of the
afpresaid statute, produce to that body a
clear annual sum of between £1,400, and
£1,700.; that, in addition thereto, this
parzsh pay afurtker sym of £150. per
annum, (their proportion of the stipend
settled b the 44th of his present Maj jesty,)
to the: Rev Richard Webb, - the Rector,
who is also one of the Minor Canons and
this Vestry perceive, with. no small sur-
prise, the name of that gentleman in the
list of the petitioners; and that it is alto-
gether at a loss to determine, on -what plea
he would claim a further remuneration for
the performance of his duties, more par-
ticnlarly s divine service has been per.
Jormed jfor some time past only once onr
each Sunday.’’

Broad complaints are made in some
of the resolutions of the non-residence
of the clergy, and of their holdmg
pluralities; those abusesin the Church
which good Bishop Burnet fruitlessly
denounced, more than a century ago.
The following are specimens,—

St. Andrew Hubbard :

‘¢ Resolved unanimously, That it is the
opinion of this Vestry that no just caunse
exists for any increase, and that the Lon-
don clergy in genecral, as a body, have at
present sufficient, arnd in many cases more
than sufficient for the duty they perform,
and that their stipends are fully adequate
for the due support of their character and
trne dignity. That iz manry cascs they
are non-restdents, Eheir parsonages et out
im couniing-houses, and many have other
Church prefersnent, and the property k-
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tached to tkeir several, glebes very gom-
siderable, all of which they forbear to
‘state in their petition to the Honourable
House of Commons.” '

"' The united parishes of St. Mildred
and St. Margaret Moses :

¢ Reésolved, That as their anxiety on
the subject of emolument is but little con-
sistent. with the precepts of the religion
they are appointed to teach, so neither is
the case they have stated to the public
‘consistent with the frankness it enjoins,
‘inasmuch as they have not declared /ow
many of their body derive consolation for
the slender stipend of separate livings, by
the emjoyment of pluralities and other
ecclesiastical benefits.”’ |

~ The united parishes of St. George,
Botolph Lane, and St. Botolph, Bil-
- lengsgate:

< Resolved, That while this Vestry ad-
mit the right of the parochial clergy toa
competent provision, they cannot but de-
‘precate the object of the petitioners in the
Ppetition now under consideration, many of
whom are (‘as in the case with the Rector
of these parishes) in possession of other
Church preferment to wery considerable
amounts, while they are residing away
Srom thetr parishes, -and the spiritual in-
struction of their parishioners, from whom
they are seceking additions te their iiicomes,
is left to stipendiary curates.”

The parishes of St. Alban, Wood
Street, and St. Olave, Stlver Street :

¢ Resolved, That the inhabitants of these

united parishes hear with regret, that the
Fire-Act Clergy have again applied to
Parlinment for an increase of their. sti-
pends : feeling as we do the absence of
any necessity since the last handsome ad-
vance, more particularly in case of our
Rector, who has two livings, besides other
clerical emoluments, we the inhabitants of
the said united parishes feel it our daty
to oppose, to the utmost of our power,

any such' addition to our -already heavy
burdens.”

The parishes of St. Michael, Queen
hithe, and Holy Trinity : - .

¢¢ Resolved unanimously, That we sin-
eerely regret our Rector, the Rev. Thomas
Coombe, 1. D., has joined in the present
application to Parliament, being previously
acquainted with the sentiments of ‘the in-
habitants on the subject, as well as their
means ; ‘and that the ‘Vestry ‘cannot but
deplore, that the Rector of these united
parishes should betray such a want of
humane feeling as to scek for an increase
of his stipend, well knowing that in the

year 1817 ke did po personal duty whai- -

“ Fire-Act Lowion Clergy.”

ever, and in the last year preached but
two sermons, while the peor curate, who
supplies his place, recetves but £60. per
annum, out of upwards of £300., the enio-
lument of the living.”’ R

The parish of St. Andrew Hubbard
reflect, in one of their ‘Tesolutions,
upon the conduct of céertain rectors

in thwarting the wishes of their pa-
rishioners, with regard to Lecturers -

‘“ Resolved, That we cannot but lament,

- that in many parishes where the incum.

bents are petitioners for an increase of
their stipends, (although, thanks to our
Rector, we have no reason to complain,)
so little pains have been taken to conci.
liate the minds of their parishioners, by
a refusal of their pulpits to the most
respectable and wunexceptionable clergy-
men, who have been the unanimous choice
of the parishioners, for lecturers, althongh

they were to be paid by extra charges on
themselves.”

That of St. Andrew by the Ward-
robe, insinuates a charge of ingratitude
against the Rector: N

‘ Resolved, That in leooking to the sig-
natures of the said petition, we particularly
lament that our present imcumbent,* ¢
gentleman who obtained his situation after
one af the most severely-contested elections
ever keld for this rectory, and in whick «
very large sum eof money had been ex-

pended, stould have been induced under

any circumstances to lend the cuthority of
his name, not only to the present petition,
but to one of a similar nature presented
to Parliament within one year after his
election.” ‘

In general, the parishes express
their apprehension that the present
attempt of the clergy is only part of a
plan of encroachment. Some of the
resolutions rebuke in the severest
terms the supposed avarice and rapa-
city of the clerical body. A hint is
given in one or two of them on the
influence of this spirit and conduct
with relation to Dissent.

The united parishes of St. Miidred
and St. Margaret Moses : - =

¢ Resolved, That the renewal of their
application to Parliament, for addition to
the increase of income so recently obtained,
18 supported by no plea deduced from
circumstances peculiar to the present day ;
it therefore leads to a necessary suspicion,
that success on this occasion wonld serve

s
; o

* Mr. Saunders, brought into St. An-
drew’s by the Evangelical party. R
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mﬂy to extend the views of the London
clergy, and encourage them to further
attempts at the attainment of what they
are pleased to call ¢ their ancient rights.’ 2!

- Allhallows the Great :

“ Resolved unanimously, That”the ob-
vious intent of the clergy is to apply from
time to time to Parliament, in order ulti-

mately to obtain what they declared them-

selves entitled to, viz, 2s. 9d. in the pound,
and that their present application is to
double the snms which Parliament, in its
WlSdOI’l, in the year 1804, granted to them,
making the amount of the.fixed stipend in
no case less than £400. and £670. in the
hig hest, mdependently of all glebes and
perquisites.

¢ Resolved unammously That it is the
opinion of this Vestry, that the clergy in
general have at preseut sufficient, and ir
some cases more than sufficient for the
duty they perform ; thatin many cases the
clergy are non-resident, and have other
Church preferment, and the property at-
tached to their glebe considerable; and
that the cases of smaller stlpends are only

adduced as a stepping-stone for increasing

the whole, whether deservedly or not; so
that in certain cases, livings which are
already almost sinecures are still farther
to be increased in value, by a heav:er bur-
den on the parishioners.”

St. Gregory by St. Paul :

¢ Resolved unanimously, That by the
Act of the 37th of Henry the Enghth, it
was directed, that the decree to be made
under such Act shonld be enrelled in'the
Court of Chancery; but the same not
having been so done, it is fairly presumed,
that the clergy, as they did not enforce the
execution of such decree, abandoned the
same, being themselves conscious of the
oppressive burden it imposed on the peo-
ple ; and this Vestry cannot but view with
the deepest concern the clergy of the pre-
sent day zealously eundeavouring to re-
establish such c¢laim, which must be pro-
duetive of a spirit of disunion, bighly
prejudicial to the hest interests of religion,
and will materially tend to draw the greai
body of the people from the Established
Church.

¢“ Resolved, That this Vestry deeply

regrets that a body of Protestant clergy of

the Church of England should be induced
to adopt a course.of proceedingsin which
it is mueh easier to recognize an attempt
to enlarge the benefits already derived
from the revival of a long-exploded and
arbitiary grvant, than the spirit of Chris-
tian humility and disinterestedness, which
is much better befitting their sacred cha-
racter ; and that this Vestry cannot suffi-
ctently reprobate the money-getiing spirit

- who entertain this idea wmust,
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wkich. has marked the whole of their mea-
sures Pending tlzese proceedings.”

The united parishes of St. Michael,
" Wood Street, and St. Mary, Stazmny

“ Resolved, That this Vestry laments-v

that the ej’orts of the clergy-.are not so

much directed to objects of benevolence
and patriotism as to the increase of their

own emoluments, and that they leave the

support of the weligion of the country,

Jor which tkey are so amply pazd cbze;ﬂy
to sectaries.”

The resolutions whlch we have thus
brought together, furnish matter for
an additional chapter in the second
edition of Mr.. Bentham’'s “ Church-
of-Englandism.”

One reflection must occur to every
readey, a reflection, indeed, which is-
excited by almost every newspaper,
namely, that there exists amongst us
in the present day an uuexqmple(l
degree of public spirit. Various
causes may be assigned for it; our
civil and political institutions, recent
convulsions, present distresses, uni-
versal education and a diversity of
religious sects:: but the consequences
of it no one can foretel, though it
would seem allowable to predlct that
they will be favourable to freedom,
truth and virtue.

E.

e cousmaann '
“T'he Nonconformast.

- No. VIII.

On the Intolerance of the Dissenters,
usually denominated ¢ Orthodox,”
as compared with that of the E.sta-
blished Churches.

HE great cause of all honest In-

toletance, is the persoasion that
belief in certain opinions is requisite
to the attainment of future bliss.” Those
in c¢on-
sistency, desire that the inquiries of
their fellows should be restrained
within peculiar limits. Some of them
may imagine the civcle within which
the mind may expatiate with safety,
to be more extensive than others,
but all must alike feel that there are
points, beyond which there is only
one path to be chosen, without the
most fearful danger. As the range of
liberality is extended, the absurdnty
of the reverse proportionably increases.
Of all those who deny to man perfect
liberty of thaught, or refuse to allow
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ﬁis innocence in any speculative con-
‘sequence to which it may conduct
him, the Catholic is the most con-
sistent and the most humane. ke
requires but a single effort-~the re-
signation of all the discarsive facal-
ties, and then leaves the subject of his
faith, in peace, to believe aud admire :
the Episcopalian sets an example of
schism from his original Chuarch,
which he will allow no one to follow :
while the Calvinistic Dissenter, more
Inconsistent still, is at once, openly
nonconformist and intolerant ; ap-
pealing against the miracles of the
Roman Church to that reason which
he will not admit as the judge of his
own—and impesing on the young the
duty of freest investigation, while he
carefully inculcates that, unless its
results are of a peculiar kind, ever-
lasting torments will be the doom of
the inquirer.

. We should, however, fall into a
greater inconsistency than those which
we deplore, if we spoke of the bigoted
as the guilty. -Intolerance, unless i,
become active in the form of perse-
cution, i1s a misfortune and not a
crime. 1t is often mingled with the
deepest and most intense affection,
and a holy earnestness for the salva-
tion of those whom it constders in
fatal error, which claims a revering
pity. In speaking, therefore, of the
intolerance of our Dissenting bre-
thren, we only mean to lament its
consequences, not to censure the mo-
tives of those whose souls it darkens
and oppresses. If the discipline of
Dissenting chiurches seems to us to be
founded on mistaken views of the
Scriptures, and to be productive of
bitter fraits, we cannot fail to acknow-
ledge the stern honesty for which it
has been famed, and the feeling of
moral purity with which it is de-
fended. \ '

The ordinance from which the great
body of Dissenters exercise a right of
excluding those whom they think
unworihy, is the Lord’s Supper. To
this commemoration of our Saviour’s
sufferings, they will admit none but
those whom they believe the suabjects
of saving visitations from on high.
Over those whom they allow to join
“in the solemn duty, they exercise a
right of inspection, and maintain a
power of forcing them-to abstain from

" The NoncbhjbrMist.. | VI, -

the privilege, if they become unwor-
thy to enjoy it. For all this authe-
rity, which they most conscientiously
exercise, we think they have no war-
rant from biin whom we esteem as
the only Master of Christians.

- The Lord’s Supper was iustituted
doubtless on a most solemn and me-
morable occasion. The active labours
of Christ on earth were finished, and
nothing . remained ' for him but to
suffer. He was about to leave the
companions of watchings, toils and
‘hardships, the partakers of his acute
sorrows and of the deep joys with
which his devotion to his God, or his
love for mankind, sometimes cherished
and sustained his soul. Endowed
with a holy resolution to meet an
agonizing death, he felt in its near ap-
proach some shriukings of his human
nature. A tinge of awful solemnity
was on all his thoughts, discourses and
actions. After celebrating the pas-
sover with his disciples, he exhorted
them to eat and drink in remembrance
of him. Hence, the early Christians
were accustomed to assemble and
break bread, in fond recollection of
their great Master. On these ocea-

- sions some irregularities arose, not in

the admission of persons who were
uufit to enjoy the social remembrance
of Christ; but in the conduct of some
who changed the solemn festival into
an occasion for revelling : Paul, there-
fore,' rebuked the offenders, and de-
clared ¢ that he who ate and drank
unworthily, ate and drank judgment
to himself, not discerning the Lord’s
body.” The import of this reproof
is so exceedingly plain, that it is sur-
prising by what a total forgetfulness
ofthe context the Orthodox Dissenters
have construed it, as excluding all
but a certaln description of men from
the table of the Lord. Nothing can
be more clear, than that the apostle
only warns those who eat and drink
to vicious excess on the sacred oeca-
Sion, that they render themselves
awfully cviminal. There is not a word
in the Scripture which requires any
gualification fromm a communicant,
except that which is necessarily im-
plied, a sincere desire to participate
in those feelings which the occasion is
calculated to excife. Thereis, in fact,
as much reason for requiring that men
should be truly religious before they
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are "admitted to hear ‘a sermon, or
join in a public prayer, as that they
“should manifest any proofs of a fitness
for heaven, before they are suffered
to unite in affectionate remembrance
of the death of himx whose steps - they
ought to follow. Still less pretence
is there for westing in any earthly
bosom the power of deciding on the
fitness of one who desires to perform
that which he regards a duty. Even
supposing that the Lord's Supper
might, in some states of mind, be re-
ceived to the guilt and injury of indi-
viduals, the questior whether this is
the case or not, is one which their
consciences are alone competent to
answer: it is a matter which ought
to rest only between man aund his
God. The Calvinistic minister who
refuses to allow all whiom he believes
unconverted, to come to the lLord’s
table, lest they should incur the Di-
vine vengeance, tells them in his dis-
courses, that if they do not profit by
his admonitions they will deepen the
horrors of their eternal doom. They
may ‘“ hear,” but they must not ¢ eat
or drink judgment to themselves.”
This exclusive svstem to those who
have no other means of performing
that which they regard as a duty, or
of enjoying what they esteem as a
privilege, except by undergoing the
process required, from which their
feelings or their consciences may re-
volt, is a great and serious evil. A
man may be so firmly a Dissenter, as to
esteein it sinful to join in the commu-
nion of the Established Church; he
may - be so orthodox in his general
sentiments, as to feel it improper to
seek the fellowship of those who differ

with him, as to the person and work

of his Master; and yet may be little
prepared to pass through the ordeal
which his feHow-christians require of
him, before he can unite with them
in celebrating the love of their com-
mon Lord.
how large a portion of many congre-
gations, who regularly attend public
worship and assist in its support, do
not appear among the members of the
Church, it will readily be believed
that this case is not of rare occurrence.
Men who may have no doubt of their
own fitness, even on the rigid prin-
ciples of their seot, hay shrink from
disclosing the inmost movements of
their soul to the critical decision of

‘to all who choose to share them.

-“When it is remembered
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an assembly, in which the coarse-
mindediand the illiterate often form a
portion' of their judges. Thus they
find themselves excluded, not from
office or honour or gain, but from the
performauce of an act which they be-
lieve enjoined on them by Scripture, -
or which they feel would nurture and
cherish the deepest and most sacred
of their religious affections. |

‘The Church of England is, in our
optnion, very far to be preferred in
its internal discipline. In its con-
struction, indeed, a principle of into-
lerance is recognized—in one of its
forms, eternal punishment is de-
nounced against unbelievers—but it
‘“ bears its faculties’ meekly.” It is
the mildest of all establishments which
1impose a test. It will not, it is true,
bestow its honours, or suffer those of
the state to be enjoyed by any who
refuse to yield to its authority; but it
freely dispenses the ordinances of God -
It
suffers any, who do not live in open
sin, to come to its communion; and
thus incurs censure, and is abused by
the Orthodox Dissenters. Their worst
accusation, indeed, amounts to that
which was made in .terms against the
Saviour, * He receiveth sinners and
eateth with them.” There are many
traits of charitable feeling scattered
even among its forms; which, though
inconsistent with its articles, the nu-
merous - men of true liberality in its
communion fondly contemplate. Uni-
versal charity breaks through its cere-
monials, and almost neuatralizes its
dogmas. If it asserts all men are, by
nature, tainted with Adam’s sin, it
suffers the guilt to be easily washed
away in baptism:

¢« A little water clears us of this deed ;.

“ How easy is it then!”

It drops all its intolerance in the
grave. It deposits the body 1u the
earth, whatéver may have. been the
character of its late inhabitant, < in
sure an€l certain hope of a blessed ve-
surrection.” It prays for all as men, not
as outcasts or heretics. The harsh-
est opinions contained in its forms,
are not principles of action, except
its evangelical members. They do
not reach the heart, or poison the
genial sentiments of brotherhood and
affection, which unite us involun-
tarily to all who are made of the
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same blood, and liable to the same
SOITOWS! .

The Church of Rome, if it requires
the most entire surrender of the rea-
son, gives, at least, the most glorious
retarn. If it inters the understanding
of man, ¢ it buries it in a trinmphant
grave.”” Its severer parts are touched
and softened by the sense of beauty
and graudeur which, amidst its absur-

dities, it cherishes: there is not more,

“intolerance in an assembly of car-
dinals, than may sometimes be found
in an evangelical tea party, and there
is somewhat more to strike the imagi-
nation and captivate the senses. If
the divine representations of the Vir-
gin and her holy child, that mixture
of maternal love and of devout awe
in the sweet countenance of Mary,
and of childlike innocence with un-
eartbly wisdom in that of Jesus, do
not justify the homage paid to the
sacred mother, they have, at least,
given us something which will make
the world hetter and happier, when

the spell of superstition is broken. .

To the Catholics are we indebted for
these—for a thousand glorious repre-
sentations of divine benignity and love
—for pure and holy passion, tender
sentiment and lovely shapes, coloured
with the dews of heaven, and touched
by the pencil of an angel. |

- The iatolerance of Orthodox Dis-
senters is more unpleasing than that
of the Churches of Rome or England,
because it 1s not like the former,
softened and redeemed by the magic
influeuces of beauty; nor, like the
latter, grown almost obsolete, aud
already half abolished in the Kkindly
dispositions of its members. It is an
active, vigorous, and soul-pervading
principle. It does not, indeed, pre-
vent those whom it afflicts from ex-
ercising benevolence towards their
fellows; it hinders them not from
assisting the needs of those  whom
they term the outcasts of heaven, or
from fervently attempting to convert
them ; but it destroys all equal cha-
ritics, all unison of soul, all entire
participation in sorrow or m joy. It
cuts off those who cherish it from the
great family. ‘T'he mighty deeds of
times of old, are to them ¢ lighter
than vanity.” The thoughts of early
youth can scarcely stir or delight them.
Between them and their fellows, in
their diseased visiou, there is already

History and Present State of the Law relating to Marriage.

a gulph fixed; the seal of Divine ap-

probation or of vengeance is already
on the forehead. They have tog much
of nature remaining to burn or-destroy
those who partake not in their feel-
ings; but they live in expectation of
the day when they shall see it done by
Jehovah. What hearty confidence,
what unbosoming of the soul, can that
man experience, who regards himself
as already an heir of heaven, and his
friend or relative, in the road to
eternal woe?, O no! There is no
true toleration short of that which
Jooks at the heart, not at the opinions
—which sees even the errors of hu.

“manity, when palpable, with a tender

eye—which traces out kindred virtue
amidst the imperfections of the worst,
which disarms ¢ the soul of goodness
in things evil ;” and looks beyond the
grave, in fond, though humble hope,
of meeting all whom it has loved-here
in the presence of their elder brother,
whom to “see as he is,” will be to
resemble, ' |
T
il
Sir, :
S the propriety of making an
appeal to the legislature upon
the subject of the imposition of Tri-
nitarian forms in the marriage service,
has lately been a topic of frequent
discussion amongst those who are
principally aggrieved by the present
state of the law, 1 have thought 1t
might not be uninteresting to your
readers, or inappropriate to the general
design of your valuable miscellany, to
register in its pages the few cases to
be met with in our books of reports,
which tend, in any degree, to explain
a fact, at first sight wholly unaccount-
able, namely, the tame relinquishment
by the bulk of Protestant Dissenters,
of a privilege, which the more spi-
rited and consistent conduct of the
society of Friends secared to thcm-
selves, at the time of passing the act
of the 26th George 11., usually called
the Marriage Act. |
I shall preface the cases to which
I refer, by an extract from Blackstone’s
Commentaries, and a few remarks
illustrative of the legal meotions pre-
viouslv entertained in this country,
(in common with many other Chris-
tian states,) of the essential natuve of
the matrimonial contract. . . C
My. Justice Blackstone, in the 15th
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chapter of his first book, has the fol-

fowing passages: * Qur law considers
marriage in no other light than as a
~civil contract. The #4oliness of the
matrimonial state, is. left entirely to
1he ecclesiastical law: the temporal
courts not having jurisdiction to con-
sider unlawful marriage as a sin, but

mierely as-a civil inconvenience. The .

punishment, . therefore, or annulhng
of incestuous or other unscriptural
marriages, is the province of the spiri-
tual courts; which act pro salute
anime. And taking it in this civil
light, the law treats it as it does all
other contracts: allowing it to be

good and valid im al] cases where the -
parties, at the time of making it, were

in the first place, willing to contract;
secondly, able to contract; and lastly,
actually. did contract, in the proper
forms and solemnities required ‘by
law.” —Upon the latter head, he
remarks, ‘“ Any contract made per
verba de presenti, or in words of the
present tense, and in case of -cohabi-
tation, per verba de futuro also, be-
tween persons able to contract, was
before the late act, deemed a valid
marriage to many purposes; and the
parties might be compelled in the
spiritual court to celebrate it in facie
ecclesie. But these verbal contracts
are now of no force to compel a future
marriage, neither is any marriage at
present valid, that is not celebrated
in some parish church or public
chapel, unless by dispensation from
the Archbishop of Canterbury. It
must also be preceded by publication
of banns, or by licence from the spiri-
tual judge. Many other formalities
are likewise prescribed by the act; the
neglect of which, though penal, does
not invalidate the marriage. It is
held to be also essential to a marriage,
that it be performed by a person in
orders; though the intervention of a
priest to solemnize this centract, is
merely juris positivi, and - -not jurss
naturalis aut divint: it being said
that Pope Innocent the 1lIrd was the
first that ordained the celebration of
marriage in the church; before which,
it was totally a civilcontract. And in
the times of the grand rebellion, all
marriages were performed by the
Justices of the peace; and these mar-
riages were declared valid, without
any fresh solemnization,

12 Car. 1. C. 33.”
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- Theabove statement is substantially
correcty but it hardly couveys a suf-
ficiently precise idea of the state of
the law - before the Marriage Act.
Prior to the edict of Pope Innocent, it
seems * that the ceremony of mar-
riage, merely cousisted in the bride-
groom coming to the bride’s house,
and publicly carrying her to.his own.
After the edict,. the ecclesiastical
courts, adhering to the maxim of the
civil law, held a countract in words, of
the present tense, to be ipsum matri-
monaum,+ and in case of a refusal to
celebrate the marriage, proceeded
against the offending party or parties,
as for a contempt of the ordinances of
the church; but were not permitted
to declare the marriage void for civil
purposes, except in the cases of the
wife’s title to dower, or to an appeal of
the death of her husband, for support-
ing which, the bishop’s certificate of
“ lawful matrimony” was required by
the courts of the Jaw. + 1In one point,
it is well known that our spiritual
courts were inclined to go much fur-
ther in favour of marriage than the
common law, as they held, that the
solemnization of marriage legitimated
children previously born, without re-
ference, as it should seem, to any
contract;§ but the earls and barons

* See Moore’s Reports, 169, 170, Bun-
ting’s Case. ,

+ Strange, 937, Swinb. S, ‘17.

1T See 2 Henry. Blackstone, 145,

§ Itis well known that this is the case
in Scotland, where the principles of the
canon law have been more decidedly esta-
blished, and less innovated upoun, than in
this country. - ‘

A striking instance occumned in the
recent case brought before the House of
Lords, on appeal, and reported in Dow’s
Parliamentary. Cases, I. 148, under
the title of M‘Adam and Walker. The
respondent Walker had been kept for
several years, by Quintin M‘Adam, Esq.,
as his mistress, On a certain day he
called in his servaiits, and in their presence
declared that she was his wife, aud that
his children by her were legitimate ; upon
which she rose, gave her haund, and
courtsied, in token of assent, but said
nothing. In the afternoon of the same
day he committed suicide~—but the mar-
riage was, nevertheless, deemed complete
and valid, so as to legitimate the issue. It
is remarkable that the late Sir S. Romilly
successfully argued in favour of the sa-
nity of the deceased, which was attempted
to be impeached. | o
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of the realm repeiled the proposal of
the bishops to adopt this maxim, as
a part of the statute law, with the
celebrated auswer, ¢ quod nolunt leges
Anglize mutare quz usitate sunt et
approbatee.”” It may be readily sup-
posed, that whilst ecclesiastical cen-
sures retained their full vigour, few
instances would occur of accidental
or contumacious opposition to the
papal ordinance j; but it is clear that

the courts of common law never suf-
fered it to have the effect of making

the religious ceremony essential to'

the general validity of the marriage.
The Reformation produced no- de-
cided change in the respective juris-
dictions of the civil and ecclesiastical
courts, in the article of marriage,
although the superiority of theformer
has been, of course, less disputable
since the complete annihilation of the
supremacy of the Pope. Several im-
perfect attempts were made, during
the reigns of Henry the VIlith,
Edward the VIth, and Elizabeth, to
arrange the canons, and give them a
specific statutory sanction, but nothing
was effected beyond a general eonfir-
mation of ¢¢ such of them as were not
repugnant to the lJaws of the realm.”

In the year 1603, various constitutions

and canons, including some regulations
on the subject of clandestine mar-
riages, were agreed upon in the con-
vocation of the provinceof Canterbury,
and confirmed by the king; but these

canons have been expressly decided’

to have no binding effect upon the
laity. See 2 Atkyns, 650.

In the times of the civil wars be-
tween Charles and his parliament, and
until the Restoration, marriages were
contracted before a justice of the
peace: these marriages were by sta-
tute 12 Charles I1. C. 33, dec‘lared
as valid as if solemnized according to
the rites used in the Church of
England; but it does not appear that
this ratxficahoh was necessary for any
other purpose, than to guard against
penalties and disabilities in the eccle-
siastical courts. It must be admitted,
bowever, that the enactment was
calculated to strengthen the doubts
which have been agitated since that
period.

‘When the Toleration Act of the 1st
William and Mary had emancipated
Noncouformists from the terrors of
the ecclesiastical courts, it was natu-

History qnd Present State of the Law relating to Marriaga,

rally to be expected that the Dis-
senters should, very generally, have
availed themselves of their newly-ac-
quired immunities in regard to the
religious celebration of marriages.
The perseverance and ultimate success
of the Quakers in this respect, is
matter of notoriety. The validity of
their marriages is not establishied by
any positive enactment in Lord Hard-
wicke’s Act; it therefore rests upon
grounds and principles, which were
antecedently, commmon to all Noncon-
formists. Itis equally evident, how-
ever, that the other sects of Dissenters
did not, in any considerable naumbers,
refuse conformity to the established
ritual in this particular; for mn the
statute 6 and 7 William Iil. C. 6,
which imposed certain duties upon
marriages, births and burials, there is
a clause extending those duaties to
Quakers and Jews ¢ cohabiting as
man and wife, although not married
according to the law of 'England,” and
a proviso, that nothing therein con-
tained, should make good any such
marriage or pretended murriage, but
that they should be of the same force
and no other, as if the Act had not
been made—a cowardly enactment,
which shews a reluctance to admit
what it was found impossible wholly
to deny, and which was calculated,
and prebably intended, to deter other
Dissenters from following theexample
of their more consistent brethren.
There are, however, three reported
cases in our courts of law, from which
it is to be collected, that the Quakers
were not the only Nonconformists
who practised the celebration of ma-
trimony according to their own forms.
As these cases are very brief, and are
the only documents which [ have been
able to meet with in elucidation of
this part of the history of Dissent ers,
I subjoi_n them for the gratification of
such of your readers, as may not have
an opportunity of referring to the
original authorities. |

1. ITutchinson and Wife,v. Brookcbanke.
5W.and M. Mich. T. C.P.

Prohibition was prayed to the Ecclesi-
astical Court, upon sugpgestion of the
statute of the 1st William and Mary, by
which it 1§ enacted, that no person dis-
senting from the Church of Eugland, who

shall take the oaths mentioned in an act-of

the same year, (namely, the new oaths of
allegiance and supremacy,) and shall
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subseribe the declaration mentioned in the
statute of 30 Charles II., should be ob-
noxious to the penalties and forfeitures
‘mentioned in the statute 22-Charles 1L
against conventlcles nor should be pro-
secuted in the Ececlesiastical Courts for
nonconforming to the Church of England,
except for mon-payment of tithes, or “other
parochial or eeclesiastical dues: -'And
moreover, (outer) that all marriages be-
tween Dissenters, (taking the oaths and
making the said declamtlon,) solemnized
before witnesses in the face of the con-
-gregation, by the said statute licensed,
shall be good and valid .in the law: And
no persons shall be presented inthe Eccle-
siastical Court, for nonconiormlty to the
Cliurch of England in such marriages,
And that the interpretation of all statutes
belongs to the Common Law. Andalthough
the plaintiffs being Dissenters, have taken
the oaths, and made the declaration ac-
cording to the statute, and were married

in the face of their congregation, in pre-

sence of witnesses according to the statute,
and after banns published according to
the discipline of the congregation; yet the
defendants libelled against them in the
Ecclesiastical Court, for incontinence and
fornication between them and compelled
them to answer there, whexe they have
pleaded all this matter which the Court
refused to admit. ——-Note, this was moved
in Trinity Term lasty and day given in this
Term, and the Ecclesiastical Court stayed
in the mean time. And now this Term it
was agreed, that the prohibition :shall go,
and that the plaintiffs should declare on
the prohibitior, so that upon demurrer the
law shall be tried. Pemberton counsel

with the plaintifis in the prohition,
Levins for the defendant. See 3 Levins,
376. |

L. Wigmoere’s Case.—Mich. 5 Ann.

King’s Bench.

The. wife sued in the Spiritual Court for
alimony: in fact, the husband was an
Anabaptist, and had a licence from the
bishop to marry, but married this woman
according to the farms of their own reli-
gion. Et per Holt, C. J.
Law, a contract per 'uerba, de presentiy, is a
marriage, as, I take you to be my wife.
So it is of a contract per verba de futuro,
viz. I will take, &c. If the contract be
executed, and he does take her, it is a
marnage, and they cannot pumsh for for-
nication, but only for not solemnizing the
marriage according to the forms preseribed
by law, but not so as to declare the mar-
riage vmd See Salkeld, 438 ; 2 Burn’s
Eceles. Law, 436; Holt, 45‘)

1. Haydon v. Gould. 4 July, Otk Ann;
At the Court of Delegates.

“ One had issue three daughters. Mar-

garet married to Richard Gould ; Elizabeth
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who married Franklin, aud Rebecca who
marrvied Haydon, Rebeccadeposated£180
in the hands of Gould, and took his bond
payable to Franklin for her use. Rebecca
died, and Haydon, her husband, took ad-
mmnstmtlon- and  now Richard Gould
and his wife sued a repeal upon " this
sugwestion, that Rebecca and Haydon
were mever married, and it appeared in
fact that they were \abbatarmns, and
married by one of their ministers in a
Sabbatarian cougregation, and that, they
used the form of the Common Prayer,
except the ring ; and that they lived toge-
ther as man and wife as long as the’
woman lived, viz. seven, years. On ‘the
other hand it appeared, that the minister
was & mere laymanr, and not in arders,
upon which the letters of administration
were repealed, and new administration
granted to Margaret Gould, &c., and now
that seatence upon an appeal was affrmed
by the delegates; for Haydon demanding a
right due to him as husband, by the Ec-
must prove himself a
husband accoxdmg to that law, to entitle
himself in this case; and though, perhaps,
it should be so, that the wife who is the.
weaker sex, or the issue of this marriage
who are in no fault, might entitle. them-
selves by such marriage to a temporal
right, yet the husband himself who is in
fault, shall never entitle himself by the
mere reputation of a marriage, without
right. In this case it was urged, that this
mwarripge was not a mere nullity, because
by tbe law of nature, the contract was.
suﬂiuent and though the positive law
ordains that marriage shall be by the
priest, yet that makes such a marriage as
this irregular enly, but not void, unless the -
positive law had gone on, and ordained it
expressly .to be so. Vide Mo. 169, 170.
Bract. 1ib. 4, C. 8,9:. 3 Jas. I, C. 5, 13.
But the Court ruled ¢ supra. And a case
was cited out of Swinburne, where such a
marriage was ruled yoid. And an act of
parhiament was made o confirm the mar-
riages contracted during the Usurpation,
viz. 13 Car, Il,, C. 353 and the constant
form of pleading'marriage, is, that 2t was
per Presbyterum Sacris Ordinibus conste-
tutum.”’ Salkeld, 119. .

It is added by Read, Tit. Marriage,
¢ that the Act of the 7 and 8 William,
C. 35, seems to put this matter out of all
doubt, which lays a penalty on clergymen
in orders, if they celebrate marriage 1n a
clandestine manner; for if the same . pri-
vileges and advantages attended mar-
ringes solemnized by -the Dissenters, as
those celebrated according to the C]mrch‘
of England, how easily would that act be
‘evaded, or rather rendered of no effect!
There would then be mno occasion for
licence or banns; for making ocath or
giving security that there were no legal
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tmpedxments, but every one might do what
was right in his own eyes, who should

get htmself admxtted of a Dlssentmg con-
gregation.” |

The ﬁrst of the. forecromg cases
is nearly coeval with the statute to
‘which I have already referred, and
by which the marriages of Noncon-
formists were recognized for the
purpose of taxation. Although the
Court of Common Pleas granted
a prohibition, in the first instance,
against the scandalous proceedings in

the Ecclesiastical Court, which ea--

gerly clung to this last remnant of
power over the souls and bodies of
heretics, yet it is manifest that doubts
were then entertained how far that
prohibition ought to be perpetuated
—in other words, how far the alleged
marriage was legally valid. We hear
no more of the case, and it is to be
lamented that the Dissenters did not at
once make common cause with the
persecuted parties, instead of per-
- mitting them to compromise the
matter with their tormentor, who,
most probably, withdrew his pro-
ceedings from the fear of an unfa-
- vourable decision.

In Wigmore‘s case, which came
before the Court of King’s Bench
upon a suit for alimony, it wxll be scen
that Lord C. J. Holt cxpresses an
unhesitating opinion in favour of the
marriage, without referring to any
decision or judicial opinion to the
contrary: but by this time, it is likely
that the mass of Dissenters had ac-
qmred the habit of conformity to the
marriage rites of the establishment.
The licence stated to have been ob-
tained from the Bishop, was probably
granted wunder the Stat. 6 and 7
William III., which provided against
the celebration of marriage at any
place pretending to be exempt from
the visitation of the bishop of the
diocese, without such licence or banns
duly certifiéd.” Itis, however, evident
that the irregular and clandestine mar-
riages, contemplated by the framers
of he statute, were solemnized by
persons in Church orders.

The case of Haydon v. Gould, cx-
hibits the determination of the Iiccle-
siastical Courts to annoy, to the
utmost of their power, those who
éxercised, to the full extent, the pri-
vileges of thé Toleration Act, and
illustrates the absurdity of eéntrusting
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a rehgmus tribunal with any &ommlon
over the property of individuals. It
‘will 'be observed, that the decision
was by an Ecclesiastical Court, though
of appellate jurisdiction, and yet there
it was admitted that the wife, or the
issue of the marriage, might entitle
themselves to temporal rights, whilst
the husband was disabled to take any
thing through the medium of a law
~whose requisitions he had contemued.
The mischief and inconveuience of
clandestine marriages, had risen to a
great height when Lord Hardwicke
framed his celebrated Marrjage Act.
Of its beneficial policy, in a merely
civil point of view, there can be llttle
doubt, notwithstanding the clamorous
opposition with which it was originally
assailed ; nor does there appear to be
the shghtest ground for accusing the
legislature of an intolerant disposition
towards Dissenters upon that occasion,
inasmuch as the exception in the Act
includes the only two sects who seem
to have interested themselves to pro-
cure an exemption from its provisions.
To conscientious Antitrinitarians,
who have at length been permitted to
step across the threshold of legal tole-
ration, some relaxation of the law is
justly an object of solicitude ; and their
views may be accomplished either,
first, by an act allowing them to cele-
brate their marr 1ages before ministers
of their own persuasion in places duly
registered, (as a preliminary to which,
the publication of banns, both there
and m the parish church, or a special
licence from a surrogate might be
made necessary,) or, secondly, by an
enactment empoweéring and requiring
the ministersof the establishment, upon
the written request of ' the parties, to
omit the obnoxious passages in the
Liturgy, without prejudice to the
marriage. The latter plan would,
probably, mecet with a more ready
sanction from Parliament, as it would
not infringe upon the existing policy
of the law, though it is to be feared
that some portlon of the clelgy may
feel, or affect great horror, in being
called upon to accommodate the reli-
gious fedmgs of Unitarian ¢ mis-
creants,” by waving one iota of their
« sound form of words,” which, never-
theless, to impartial persons, presents
not merely doctrinal grounds of ob-
jection, and is.far inferior in sublimity
and pathos to other parts of the Book
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of Common Pra)er‘ "The petition, of
which a form  was inserted in last
inonth's Repository, [p. 125,] presents
the claim of the Unitarians to the con-
~ sideration of the legislature, in terms so
moderate and convincing, that itis to
be hoped that it will be very generally
adopted, should the new Association
'determme in favour of an immediate

lication; and as it-is rumoured
that Dr. Phillimore is upon the peint
of intraducing a bill for amending the
Marriage Actin other particulars, it is
to be hoped that so favourable an
opportunity willnot be lost of bringing
the subject under the notice of Pars
liament, however precarious. may be
the hope of immediate success in this
appeal to the national Justnce and libe-

mhty \ U. B.
st .
Paddington,
- SIR, March 10, 1810.

YHE importance of the marriage

A question, now agitated by the
Unitarian body, must plead my excuse
for requesting your speedy insertion
of the enclosed copy of a corre-
spondence on that subject.

The extensive dlﬁ‘usmn of your
magazine amongst Unitarians, renders
it the natural, and perhaps the maost
effectual, means of communicating
information connected with their in-
terests. Preferring, therefore, this
method to any other which might
present itself, of giving publicity to thc

enclosed ]etters,
T remain, &ec.

JOHN DILLON.

(Copies.) - ‘
«« T'o Mr. J. Dillon, Paddington.
“ SIR, Feb. 28, 1819.

“Intending, by permission of Divine
Provideunce, toenteragain into themar-
riage state about next —— and feeling
if extremelv humiliating to be obliged
to go to the Church of England, and
hear a ceremony performed in the
name of the Trinity, I intend to pro-
test against it. 1 have observed your
protest in the Monthly Reposltory,
and you will oblige me by saying
whether such protest was delivered
previous to, or immediately after the
marriage ceremony, and whether you
read over the same to the otﬁc:atmg
minister, or mere]y dehvered it into
his hands. L — ——

- narriage ceremony,’
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(Reply.)

. ¢¢ Paddington,

Lo gh{, March 6, 1819
“1 have only delayed answering
your letter till I had tlme to give such
particulars as might be useful to

you. | o
“ The line of conduct pursued by
myself and several of my friends on

‘the important subject of marriage,

has been as follows: We had at first
conceived that, conscientiously, there
was no way open. to enter into the
marriage state, but by going to Scot-
land, or abroad. On furtler consi-

‘deration it appeared, however, that

every purpose, or moere good might,
perhaps, be gained by submiiting g to
the laws, harsh and intolerant as they
might be, and, by means of a protest,
bearmcr onr pubhc testimony against
them.

“¢ Not to appear to take any undue
advantage, | previously waited on the
parson who was to perform the cere-
mony : you will see that this was a

‘matter of some delicacy. The line of

conduct 1 pursued, was, to behave
towards him with every mark of at-
tention and politeness, and this not
from any respect for the man or his
station, but because it s the laws, or, at
least, the practice of the country, and
not the individual which i imposes upon
us the hardship in question. 1 stated
the case, and asked his advice how I
should act; he was thus placed in a
dilemma: for, advising me to submit
to the law, 1 pointed out to him that
this was counsellmg me to act against
my conscience, advice which no honest
or honourable man could give. I then
stated that in former cases, much of
the most obnoxious part of the cere-
mony had been omitted ; but that if,
at any rate, he compelled me to go
through a ceremony obnoxious to my
conscience, | must submit indeed, but
that I should deliver ¢ protest against
it, to mark that my mind. was no party
to the degradation. -

“ At the time appointed, a protest,
such as you have seen, having been
drawn out, and signed by my intended
wife and myself just before what is

called the service began, I put it into his

hands, saying, ¢ We deliver this as our
protest against the rellgwus part of the
‘or to that effect.
He took it, and 1‘equeatmg that no
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further interruption might be made,
went on; but little difficulty arose till
I was bid to repeat the words, ¢ In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost.’—Here, of course,
I paused-—-—and after a moment, told
him that, as counscientiously disbe-
. lieving the doctrine of the Trinity, I
could not repeat these last words.
He expostulated—said he was only
the servant of the law, and that we
must say these words, or the marriage
would be incomplete. 1 appealed to
him, as one professing religion, and
standing in what he thought a sacred
place, whether he ought to call upon
us to join in what, to us, was false-
hood or blasphemy. The same an-
swer as hefore. . At length, finding
resistance here vain, (though the
point had been conceded to one of my
friends by another parson,) I spoke to
this effect: < In the name of the Fa-
ther, and (but protesting against it,)
of the Son, and (but protesting against
it, ) of the Holy Ghost.” When the

priest afterwards repeated the same

words, (¢ In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost,’) the whole party turned
away from the altar. 'The minister,
in this instance, did not press us to
kneel, and waived most of the prayers
which follow. Indeed we contend,
that, after he has ¢ pronounced the
parties to be man and wife, the mar-
riage must be, to all intents and pur-
poses, complete, and every thmg
which follows may and should be
omitted.

¢ Thus much for my own case: 1
should say, however, that having been
present at five or six marriages of my
friends, (all of whom have acted a
similar part,) we have found great
difference in the maunner in which the
manister has behaved, and the line of
conduct he has adopted. Some have
appeared really shocked at what they
called our impiety. Some were afraid
of incurring censure from their supe-
riors if the matter were known. Some
have omitted, at our request, nearly
all the ceremony, whilst in one in-
stan(,e the whole ¢ long ceremony,’
as it is called, was insisted upon, to-
gether with the kueeling, &c.; but
this experience has- now convinced
me never need be done by an indi-
vidual, acting with the spirit and man-
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liness which honest and conscwntxou*s
intentions ought to give us. |

¢ 1 have only now generally to add
some remarks upon the difficulties
you are likely to encounter. We
considered it of great importance, as
really called for, to pay no disrespect
to the minister, as an individual ; it is
the system and not the man we object
to ; he would tell us that his situation
wm a painful one; our reply was, that
we knew it was such and that we
felt for him—but that ours was more
painful, to be called upon to go
through a ceremony contrary to our
belief and our cousciences. We con-.
stantly kept up the distinction re-
ferred to in the protest, that we were
willing to submit to him as the civil
officer appointed by the law to re-
gister marriages—we only objected to
him i1n his religious capacity.

““ On the subject of the law of mar-
riage, (with which, probably, you are
better acquainted than myself,) it may
be well to bear in mind, that the
object of what is called the Marriage
Act was, not. to compel people to go
to the Church of England for religious
purposes, but to ensure publicity and
prevent illicit marriages; an objeet
which, we contend, would equally
be gained, (even as the law now
sta.nds) by presenting ourselves to
the priest, and being registered by
bim, without our approachmg his
1dolatrous altar at all.

¢« On one or two occasions the
priest was, or professed to be, so
shocked at our proceedings, that he
threatened not to go on with the
ceremony ; this, we took leave to
shew him, must be at his own peril,
as, while by law we were obliged to
present ourselves there to be married,
he, by the same law, was compelled to
do his part; and, as to any protest
we might deliver, or objections we
might verbally raise, the law had
made no provision against them, to

justify his therefore refusing to com-
plete the marriage.

‘“ By these means, acting with open-
ness and firmness, avoiding personal
offence where it was possible, but
even at the hazard of personal offence
maintaining the rights of couscience,
myself and friends have, in various
instances, succeeded in bearing all the
testimony in our power against the
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base and iniquitous system w1,q¢1i now
exists. .Too many, and particularly
too many of the Unitarian body;, have

submitted to the yoke in'silence. 1

am happy to hear of one more indi-
vidual honest enough to act upon the
dictates of conscience, and I must
conclude with wishing you all that
happiness which, entered into with
“upright and conscientious-feelings, the
marriage state is so capable of con-

ferring ; remaining, &c., |
- DILLON.

““« JOHN
-« P.S. 1 shall be happy to be in-
formed of your further views and in-
tentions, and how you succeed when
the time arrives. Of course you will
endeavour to give all the publicity
_to the protest, &c., 1n your power, as
that is the principal good to be gained;
above all, communicate with The
Monthly Repository, particularly as
you will see the Unitarians are about
to petition Parliament on the subject.
As many other individuals may wish
to possess the information you apply
for, I have been advised to send a
copy to the Monthly
where, as connected with a subject so
interesting and important to Unita-
rians, it will probably be inserted
next month. Your name, of course, I

shall not mention, leaving the publi-

city of that to your own decision.”
. e
GLEANINGS; OR, SELECTIONS AND

REFLECTIONS MADE IN A COURSE
OF GENERAL READING. |

B No. CCCXLIIL
Proposal to Kidnap George 11.' when
" Prince of Wales.

Lord Orford, in his Reminiscences,
lately republished in a small volume,
relates many anecdotes not calculated
to flatter royalty or to gratify the
Whig prejudice in favour of the two
first Georges. e says, pp. 42, 43,

““ On the death of George 1., Queen
Caroline found in his cabinet a pro-
posal of the Earl of Berkeley, then, 1
think, first Lord of the Admiralty, to
seizZe the Prince of Wales, and convey
him to America, whence he should
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never be heard of more. This de--
testable project, copied probably from:
the Earl of Falmoath’s offer to Charles
I1. with regard to his Queen, was in
the hand-writing of Charles Stanhope,
elder brother of the Iarl of Harring-
ton : and so deep was the impression’
deservedly made on -the mind of
(GGeorge 11. by that abominable paper,
that all the favour of Lord Harring-
ton, when Secretary of State, could
never obtain the smallest boon to his
brother, though but the subordinate
transcriber. George I. was too hu-

mane to listen to such an atrocious

deed. It was not very kind to the
conspirafors to leave such an instru-
ment behind him: and if virtue and
conscience will not check bold bad
men from paying court by detestable
offers, the King’s carelessness or in-
difference in such an instance, ought
to warn them of the little gratitude
that such machinations can inspire or
expect.”

- No. CCCXLIIIL.
Character of Doddridge in Verse.

In the Congregational Magazine for
October 1818, is a series of ‘* Non-
conformist Portraits,” under the head.
of ¢ Poetry.” We do not suppose
that a trick has been played npon the
Editor; but what enemy to the Non-
conformists could have clothed the

. respectable and amiable character of

Dr. Doddridge, in more ludicrous
fustian than it i1s invested with in the
following passage of this ¢ Congrega-
ticnal” manufacturer of verse!

¢ Ours i1s 2 DopprRIDGE, gentle and de-
vout, |
¢ Scooping his knowledge from a thou-
sand springs,
¢ Until, replenished like a water-spout,
¢« e rose and shook it from lis sound-
Ing wings ;
¢ Not as that cistern,~—by tempestuous
Jlmgs,
¢ But cool and calmly, as distilling
: dews, |
¢ Or music floating from Aolian strings:—
¢ The genial drops, not scanty, nor
profuse, | | ’
¢ Watered Northampton. ”?

—*—- ) . , 4
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REVIEW.

¢¢ Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame.” —PorE.

et e

Arrt. [.—Sirteen Missionary Dis-
. courses. By Richard Wright, U. M.
12mo. pp. 355. 7s. Eaton. 1817.

NCOURAGED by the recep-
tion of his volume of ¢ Dis-
courses on Evangelical Saubjects,”
[ Mou. Repos. VI. 548 and 612,] Mr.
Wright has published these ¢ Als-
stonary Discourses,” so called because
they have been preached in the
course of his various missions, under
the patronage of the Unitarian Fund.
They are the best reply that could he
made to certain writers who have
insinuated that the Unitarian Mission-
aries are employed in sowing the
seeds of religious intolerance and po-
litical disaffection. No one can read
them and refuse to acknowledge that,
whether the preacher be right or
wrong in his opinions, evangelical
truth, according to his own concep-
tians of it, is the sole object which he
has in view, or to admit that, in his
most controversial strain of discourse,
he pever loses sight of candour. By
the matter and manner of these Dis-
courses, in short, the supporters of
missionary exertions, on Unitarian
principles, are quite willing that the
utility and efficacy of such exertions
should be determined.

The Discourses aie on the following
subjects ; 1. Reason the Judge of
what is Right. II. The Comprehen-
siveness and practical Importance of
the Doctrine of the Divine Unity.
111. The Goodness of God. 1V. Evil
from the Hand of God, and made
subservient to Good. V. Jesus rnade
both ILord and Christ. VI Jesus
Christ superior to all other Prophets.
VII. The Pre-eminence of Jesus Christ
in all Things. VIIIL. Christ the only
Foundation. IX. Love to Christ.
X. The Grace of God, and receiving
it. in vain. XI. Eternal Life the
principal Subject of the Christian
Revelation. XII. Death. XIII. The
Causes and Care of the Fear of Death.
X1V. Future Judgment. XV. Hell,
or the future State of the Wicked.
XVI. Heaven, or the futare State of
the Righteous.

On these scriptural and practical

topics, the preacher discourses with
studied plainness and simplicity, con-.
stantly keeping in view the benefit of
¢ the common people,” whom chiefly .
he is called in his missionary journeys
to address. He never departs from
good sense to catch popularity, but
whilst he 1is always rational he ex-
hibits an Evangelical ferveur which
edifies the reader, and which must
have affected the hearts of the hearers
of the discourses, especially as they
were delivered in the extempore form.

A few extracts will serve as spe-
cimens of these popular addresses.

Onu the subject of the Use of Rea-
son in Religion, which is now hap-
pily common, but can never be unin-
teresting, Mr. Wright says smartly,
but truly, |

¢ Those who call the reason of others
carnal, think themselves spiritual, forget-
ting that their own reason is as much
human, consequently as much carnal, as
that of those who differ from them. They
only call that reasoning carnal, which they
cannot answer.”’ P. 17,

In the Discourse entitled ¢ Jesus
made both Lord and Christ,” from:
Acts ii. 36, there is much close rea-
soning, the mode of which will be
shewn by one passage: |

““ The Apostle declares, that the person
he speaks of, was made both Lord and
Christ. This proves that whatever clse
he was, he could not be truly God. The
word wmade can never be applicable to
God ; for whatever he is, he must be self-
existent : what God 1s, he always was,
and must eternally remain: and, in the
nature of things, he who is made what
he is, cannot be God. Had Jesus been
God, how could he have been made either
Lord or Christ? God could not be made
Lord ; for he who is made Lord, was mat
always Lord, he was not Lord till he was
made such; had he been always Lord,
there could never have been a time when
he was made Lord ; but he who is truly
God, was always the supreme and uni-
versal Lord : had Christ been God, #4e
must always have been this supreme and
universal Lord ; of course, there could
never have been a time when he was made
Lord; but the apostle positively asserts
that he was made Lord, and distinguishes
him from God, by whom he was madec



Review.—Wright's Missiondry Didcoicrses.
3

ILord. A being who is properly God,
‘could not be made Christ; for we have
shewn that the word Christ means one
anointed ; the Christ of God, the anointed
of God; but who should anoint God Al-
mighty, give him a divine mission, and
endow him with gualifications to execute
it . Pp. 118, 119.

Mr. Wright appears to us to be
~peculiarly happy in his correction of
popular errors concerning ¢“ the Grace
of God.” Heexplains this phrase as
denoting the < unmerited, unpur-
chased favour, which God hath com-
municated to the world by Jesus
Christ,” and says,

““'This explanation of the word grace
is illustrated and confirmed by its use when
applied to other subjects besides religious
ones. You have heard of acts of grace
passed by earthly legislators, or proclaimed
by worldly governors. What is meant by
an act of grace among men? Itis well
known to be an act of favour, by which
insolvent debtors are set at liberty, and
their debts are cancelled, without the cre-
ditors receiving payment from any other
person ; or it is an act by which criminals
are freely pardoned, without the punish-
ment they had deserved being inflicted on
a substitute in their stead. Did the cre-
ditors receive full payment, it matters not
from whom, no act of grace would be ne-
cessary to liberate their debtors. Had the
penalty of the law been executed, whether
on the criminal, or on one whom the court
accepted, as his substitute, no act of grace
would be necessary to rescue the offender
fromx that penalty.

“ The gospel is an act of grace from the
God of the universe, infinitely more glo-
rious, more gracious in its provisions for
the salvation of guilty men, than the most
signal acts of grace tlint ever came from
earthly thrones: it proclaims the free for-
giveness of sins, and eternal life as the gift
of God through Jesus Christ. To repre-
sent its blessings as the purchase of sub-
stituted merit, as all bought and paid for,
15 to frustrate the grace of God, and make
the most stupendous of his acts of grace,
less gracious than those of mortals.” Pp.
213, 214. |

- The Discourses on what have been
quaintly termed the ““four last things,”
namely, Death, Judgment, Heaven
and Hell, are inserted, the Author
informs us in the Preface, on our re-
commendation (VI]. 615). We thank
him for this deference to our judg-

ment, and rejoice that we have been

the occasion of bringing forth sermons
of so much practical importance.
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They will be read with deep interest
l?y such as feel the power of vital god-
liness. Some speculations concerning
the place of heaven and hell, in PP
3520 and 342, are perhaps less fitted
for addresses from the pulpit, than for
disquisitions designed for the closet ;
but the general tone of these last-
mentioned discourses is sober and even
solemn, and their evident tendency is
to enforce the importance of religion,
and the necessity of personal examina-
tion and labour with regard to eternal

.salvation. .

Having descanted on the Christian

view of death as sleep, the preacher
SAyS,

““ This view of deathh i3 calculated to
divest it of much of its gloom. Life is
the day appointed for labour, trial, diséi.
pline and improvement, to prepare us for a
future state. Why should we fear, at the
close of this day, to retire to rest, under the
guardian care of our Father and our Geod?
The labouring man cheerfully retires,after
the toils of the day, and rests till the
morning :* so wmay the good man retire
from the labours of life at the close of it,
to restin peace, 2nd enjoy the undisturbed
repose of the grave, till the morning of the
resurrection. Why should we indulge
painful apprehensions in the prospect of
the slumbers of the tomb, seeing we shall
rest under the watchful eye of our hea-
venly Father, till called forth to enjoy an
eternal day? The next moment to us,
after we close our eves in death, -will be
that in which we are called forth by our
beloved Master, to join the society of the
blessed in the immortal state.” Pp. 278,
279. - |

We close. our extracts with an in-
teresting. passage, which forms the
conclusion of the Discourse on * The
I'ear of Death:”

¢ A man’s future happiness or misery
depends not on the feelings with which he
departs from this life; but on his real
character and moral state. A bad man,
under the influence of some strong delu-
sion, tnay die rtjoicing, and go down to
the pit with a lie in his right hand. A
good man, in consequence of the nature
of the disease which afflicts himn, mmay have
his last moments filled with gloom and
sadness. God will render to every man,
not according to his frames and feelings,
but according to his deeds. If we live
well, we cannot die otherwise than well,
whatever oeur last feelings may be; nor
can any thing deprive us of our futyre
reward. An cnlightened mind, a good
heart, and a virtuous aud benevelent lite,
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‘will prepare us for happiness, both in
this world, and in the world to come.”” Pp.
290, 291,

There are some of the Discourses
from which we have made no quota-
tions, which we esteem very highly,
and particularly those on the Umty
and the Gaodness of God.

In reviewing the volume, it has

again and again occurved to us, that
it will be found exceedingly useful in
congregations destitute of ministers,
where there is a taste for plain preach-
ing, and in families, the members of
which are engaged in religious in-
quiry, and are, at the same time, soli-
citous to cherish in their circle just
religious feelings.

ArT. lI.—T%e Doctrine of Instanta-
neous Converston from Sin to” Holi-
ness, « LDoctrine wunsupported by
Scripture. A Sermon preached be-

" fore the Association of Uniterian
Christians, resideng at Gainsbro’,
Hull, Thorne, and adjacent Places,
at the Chapel, Bowl-Alle Lane,
Hull, on Wednesdaz Septembpr 30,
1818. By the Rev C. Wellbe-
loved, of York. Hull, printed by
Ross, and sold by Rodford and Co.
l.ondon, scld by Hunter. 1818,
8vo. pp- 50.

HE 1learned Dr. Jeremiah Hunt,

who died in 1744, “had a strong
persuasion that the age succeeding
that in. which he lived would be as
remarkable for enthusiasm, as his own
was for infidelity.” * That his pre-
diction has been accomplished, the
present state of religious opinion am-
ply shews. It would not be difficult
to trace the leading causes of the as-
cendancy of this fanatical spirit among
our contemporaries. Fully to pursue
the investigation, would be little con-
sistent however with the end that we
bhave now immediately in view : nor
should we in any degree have adverted
to the subject, were it not that the
true remedy or preventive of a men-
tal as of a bodily disease may happen
to be suggested by an acquaintance
with its source. The neglect of the
- apphcation of sound criticism to the
study of the Scriptures we cannot but
consider as one of the principal rea-
sons of the prevalence of a theological

- e ——
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* Kippis’s Life of Lardner, xxxv.

tianity,

- Review.— Wellbeloved on Converston.

system which, as we think, opposes
alike the just philosophy of the mind
and the tenor and declarations of the
sacred volume. Although pure veli-
gion tends to -interest. the feelings
deeply and effectually, it must at’ the
same time be embraced by the under-
standing : and while that man reads
his Blble to the greatest advantage,
who makes the best practical use of
it, yet, in order to learn what it really
teaches, we must diligently compare
it with itself, nor affix to the language
of ancient and of Eastern writers ideas
which are exclusively the growth of
modern days, of Western climates,
and of a corrupt and scholastic’ Chris-
This duty, we presume, is
ouly of inferior obligation to the habit
of perusing the word of life for pur-
poses expressly devotional and moral.
And the cure of those wild and vi-
sionary theories which abound in
what is called the religious world,
would perhaps be met with in the
diffusion of accurate scriptural know-
ledge among all ranks of the commu-
nity. A highly seasonable and im-

portant service is therefore rendered
to the most valuable of all causes by

the publication of the discourse before .
us. |

Mr. W. takes his text from Acts iii.

19: ¢ Repent ye, therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be

blotted out.” After offering some
pertinent remarks on the error and

the danger of applying such language,
“ without any regard to the original
import of the terms, or to the pecu-

larity of the circamstances attending
the instances of - conversion in the
apostalic age, to subjects and cases
perfectly dissimilar,” he enters on an
inquiry into the meaning of the phrases
conversion, to convert, to be converted,

&ec., in the New Testament and, after

a critical examination of them, infers
that they are almost constantly used
there to denote the relinquishing of
Judaism or Heathenism for the faith
and profession of the gospel. He
does not indeed deny that such words
may in some passages relate to the
temper of the heart and the conduct
of the hife : ¢ but then,” says he, “ we
are to consider that this holiness of
heart and life is regarded in the sa-
cred writings as an effect, a conse-
quence, a fruit of faith in the gospel.”
In this examination of these terms,

b4
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and of the portions of the apostolic
history in which they 6ctur, the
former and the less considerable part
of thé discourse is occupied: in the
remainder Mr. W. endeavours to illus-
trate and establish tliree propositions,
¢«¢ 1. That the conveérsion of Christians,
that is, of those who are nét idolaters
or disciples of Moses, or conversion
from a state of mworal depravity and
guilt to a state of righteousness, is not
Jike the conversion of Jews or Pagans
to Christianity, instantaneous; it is in
its own nature a progressive thing.
2. Conversion of Jews and Gentiles
to the faith of Christ, is 2 conversion
that admits of no degrees, but con-
version from sin to holiness admits of
almost infinite degrees.. 3. The con-
version of Jews and Gentiles to the
Christian faith was equally necessary
for all; but conversion from sin to
holiness; though necessary for all, is
not to all alike necessary.” From the
whole the preacher draws the con-
clusions, that the doctrine of instan-
taneous and supernatural éonversion
is a dangerous delusion ; that the arti-
cles of faith which pass for orthodoxy
are inconsistent with truth; that the
ordinance of infant baptism, about
which so many keenr disputes are now
carried on, is wholly destituté of the
efficacy so commouly ascribed to it;
and that fidelity, z€al, benevolence,
and a supreme rcgard to personal ho-
liness, should dictate and accompany
our profession of what we deem to be
the pure gospel of Jesus Christ.,

We are mistaken if this short ana-
lysis of the sermon under our review
will not give our readers a strong
desire to make themselves better ac-
quainted with its reasonings. But we
shall not have discharged our duty
fo the author and to the public with-
out adding some observations sug-
gested by an attentive perusal of his
discourse.

Did he need any authority besides
that of the Christian Scriptures for
the sentiments which he hasadvanced,
he might find it in one-part of Di.
Paley’s writings ; * although the sen-
tencés we shall transcribe from them
do not appear to express his latest
opinions: +

9"{ Sermons and Tracts, (1811,) pp. 57,
+ Mon. Repoa. IV, 448, 451. a
VoL, Xay. 2¢
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“ It is manifést,” he remarks, ¢ thdt
no change equal or similar to tlie ¢onver-
sion of a' Heathen can be éxperienced by
us, or by any one éducated in a Christidn
country, and to whom the facts, precepts
and hopes of Christianity, have been from
bis infancy familiar.” B

Then to the question, ¢ What do
the scriptural terms conversion, the
new-birth, &c., mean, if they do not
mean what modeérn religionists sup-
pose?’ he answérs < nothing: no-
thing, that is, to us; nothing to be
found, or sought for, in the present
circumstances of Christianity.” '.

We cannot but be of opinion that
he and Mr. W. are substantially ¢or-
rect: nor may it have been useless fo
shew that the characteristic senti-
ments of a sermon preached, ‘in the
year 1818, before an association of
Unitarian Christians, had occarred to
such a man as Paley at least as long
since as the year 1777. Reference
might indeed be made to a far higher
antiquity in their favour; as well as to
other illustrious names among the
clergy of the Established Church.
Such an appeal however would be
justifrable solely for the purpose of
disarming that preéjudice which re-
fuses to read Dissenting and still more
Unitarian divinity.

The labour employed by Mr. W.
in an elucidation of the point which
he aims at establishing, and his copi-
ousness in tréating of his subject, en-
title him to great praise. His arga-
ments are excéllently calculated to set
the matter in dispute for ever at rest;

- though no one who has any acquaint-

ance with the world and with human
nature, will be sanguine enough to
expect that this will speedily be thé
result of even the strongest reasoning
and the most perspicuous illustrations.
Still, much may be hoped for from
controversy conducted with know-
ledge and ability and temper, quali-
ties which this' discourse assuredly
exhibits. -

Perhaps we mdy be allowed to in-
timate that in opposing one€ e€xtreéme
it becomesus to guard with the utmiost
care against the other, and to remeéim-
ber how near is Seylla to Charybdis,
We should not have been sorry had
Mr. W. qualified:in some degree the
following dbservation (p. 6):

¢¢ Even the history of our Lord himself;

* fruitful as it is of the most admirable
\

-
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maxims of piety and virtue, is, in fact, a
history of the controversy between himself
and the Jews of his age, concerning the
Justice of his claims to be considered and
received as the Christ, the Son of God,
and a summary of the peculiar duties and
privileges of those who were to be wit-
nesses to the world of his death and resur-
rection.”’

Now to this statement we know
nat that any persons could in reason
object had the preacher said,

"« The history of Our Lord, is, in a
very considerable measure, a history of
the controversy between himself,” &c.

Of Mr. W.'s position the tendency
(not, we are sure, the design) is to
prove that the interest of Christians
in the evangelical narratives 1is less
general and extensive than has been
supposed even by many well-informed

and reflecting readers of them. DBut

will he maintain that the history of
which he speaks is nothing more than
a history of the controversy between
our Saviour and the Jews of his age,
- &c.? The respectable author’s words
appear to imply as much ; though we
can hardly couceive that this is really
his meaning. Those writings which
it is usual to denominate the gospels,
are the records of Christianity: we
distinctly admit that they do not con-
stitute our religion; yet to the large
majority of believers in Jesus, through
succeeding ages, and in different coun-
trics, they attest the justice of his
claims to be considered and received
as thie Messiah, and furnish a sum-
mary of the duties and privileges of
all who subscribe to his credentials
and embrace his doctrine. Haistorical
memeotrs of an individual, must, from
the nature of them, be local and tem-
porary, in respect of the scenes, the
persons and the circumstances de-
scribed : the useful purposes however
for which they were framed, have no
such limits in effect, or 1in the con-
templation of the writer; so much
otherwise that if the subject of these
memoirs be pre-eminently illustrious,
and especially if he be a religious
teacher and reformer, but most of all,
if he be a divinely-commissioned Mes-
senger and Saviour, the nmarratives of
him will be calculated, and, in the
order of Providence, intended, to be-
come krypa & w«ei, 2 bequest to all
- posterity. Such is the character, we
are persuaded, of ¢¢ the history of Our

Review.—Wellbeloved on Conversion.

Lord.” Was it not drawn up that

we, of this distant generation, as well

as his personal attendants, might ac-
knowledge bim to be the Christ, the
Son of God? To this end his mira-
cles, his predictions, his religious and
moral lessons, his example, his suf.
ferings, his death, his resurrection, all
conspire. When, on a very remarka-

‘ble occasion, he declared, ¢ Verily, I

say unto you, wheresoever this gospel
shall be preached in the whole world,
there shall also this that this woman
hath done, be told for a memorial of
her;’ when, in the spirit of the most
comprehensive love, he uttered this
language, ¢ Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them. also who shall
believe on me through their word ;'
whenever, in short, heinculcated those
virtues, and denounced those vices,
which pertain to mankiud at large,
we must unquestionably regard him
as speaking to a far wider circle than
‘ the Jews of his age.” We grant that
not a few passages in this history
demand a restricted interpretation.
As to these, the mecessity of their
being so understood is obvious and
urgent. We agree too with Mr. W.
that ¢ it requires some good degree
of attention and judgment to discern
what is common to all believers in all
ages, and what peculiarly belonged to
the first disciples’’ DBut these con-
cessions do not forbid us to insist
that there must actually be scope for
discrimination ; which, in truth, there
would not be were the history of our
ILLord nothing more than a history of
the controversy between himself and
his contemporaries. The view which
the preacher takes of ““ the apostolic
epistles;,” we deem more correct. In
regard both to them and the Four
Gospels, a previous knowledge of the
subjects discussed, of local customs, of
incidental circumstances, and of the
sentiments, &c. then prevailng, is, no
doubt, - essential : and, if they be pe-
rused in the exercise of it, we shall, as
is probable, see reason to acknowledge
that they are always of high value to
the Christian in point of his faith and
duty. o .

Our inference then is, that the his-
tory of our Lord may more properly
be defined ¢ a history of those events
attending his ministry, which it was
expedient for his followers to know,
and for the world to admit, with the
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view of their being rationally con-
vinced of his Messiahship.’

It may well be deemed singular,
yet is strictly true, that ¢ the word
converston. occurs but once through
the whole New Testament. Nor are
the passages numerous in which we
meet with nearly the same or with
any similar expression. One text in
whichi to be converted represents.some
rnioral change, is Luke xxii. 32: it

predicts Peter's repentance after his .

denial of his Master. And the word
has not a different meaning in Matt.
xviii. 3 : ¢ Except ye be converted, and
become as little children,”’ in which
clause there is evidently a reference to
certain qualitfes of the understanding

and the heart. » -
As a specimen of Mr. W/s judi-

cious criticism and reasonings in the
former part of his discourse, we lay
before our readers the following pas-

sage (p. 11): |

¢¢ We may be certain,” says he, speaking
of the Jews whom Peter addressed in his
second sermon, (Acts ii. 12 —,) ¢ that
they had not all become false witnesses
against Jesus, or concurred in the subor-
nation of such testimony. It is highly
probable that they had not all assented to
his condemnation or preferred to him a
murderer.- - And if they had, this surely is
not the only sin of which the apostle wonld
exhort them to repent; it is not on their
repeuntance of this that he would teach
them to build the hope of pardon for all
their other sins.  These considerations
may induce us to believe, that the repent-
ance and conversion here urged, are no
other than a change of opinion or of faith,
which might lead indeed to the reformation
of the heart and life.”

Theé remaining division of this dis-

course, principally consists of ethical

reasonings and illustrations of the most
admirable kind, characterized by per-
tinency, clearness aud force. How
accurate and how seasonable are the
remarks in p. 27!

““ It is an incautious definition which is
often given of repentance, or comversion,
that it is a total change of heart and life.
Even to many, to whom that change is
necessary in a certain degree,  a toqtal
change of heart and life would be a change
greatly for the worse, because the number

+f their evil habits may be smipassed by

the number of those that are good: vir-
tuous dispositions may. prevail to a much
greater degree than such as are vicious;
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so that not being very far from what they
ought to he, a total reverse of character
would remove them furthes.” L
This preacher well observes that
the parable of the labourers in the
vineyard ¢ has no reference to. moral
repentance” (p.37). He is of opinion
that it regards the Jews of our Savi-
our’s age exclusively: we think, how-
ever, though at present we have not
time to shew, that its subject is the calls
wng of the Gentiles. On either supposi-
tion, it can have nothing to do with the
doctrine of late individual couversion.
The attention we have bestowed on
Mr. W.'s sexrmon, proves our sense of
its superior merits : and we hope that
it will be widely circulated and serious-
ly perused.—With great satisfaction
we perceive that the first part of this
gentleman’s edition of the Holy Bible
is announced as being in the press.
A N.
Arr. I1I.—A Speech on the Propriety
of Revising the Criminal Laws, de-
livered Dec. 10, 1818, before the
Corporation of the City of London.
By Samuel Favell. 8vo. pp. 80.
Hunter., 1810. |
B HE Common Council of the City
of London have acted up to their
character, as the representatives of the
metropolis of the most enlightened
kingdom in the world, by a petition
to the legislature for the revisal of
our criminal code, now generally ac-
knowledged to be sanguinary and
cruel. The petition and the resolu-
tions introducing it are pertinent as
to their matter, judicious in their ar-
rangement and temperate in their
language. 'They were brought for-
ward by Mr. Favell, who has been
long known. in the city of London
as the steady advocate of peace and
humanity and reform. He has given
his Speech, on this occasion, to the
public, and a more able exposition of
the argument for a revision of our
criminal law, or a more manly and
at the same time prudent assertion of
the principles of humanity, as far as
they affect this question, has been
varely seen. He entrenches himself
deep in great authorities, and his selec-

~ tion of names and facts, and of written

or spoken passages, makes his Speech
as interesting as it is convincing.
Subjeoined to the Speech are up-.
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wards of twenty pages of ¢ Remarks,
by a Friend.” - In these, we trace the
hand of a gentleman who is in the
constant habit of enriching our pages
- from the treasures of his well-furnished
mind, and whose stores of knowled e
are -always at the command of any
defender of the cause of truth and
freedom and mercy.. They are a va-
luable addition .to the Speech, and
from them and the Speech itself we
have been tempted to make several
extracts, but are obliged to forbear,
on account of the many publications
claiming notice in our brief Review.

Art. 1V.—Notes on a Visit made to

some of the Prisons in'Scotland and
the North of England, in company
with Elizabeth Fry, with some ge-

. neral Observations on the Subject of

Prison Discipline. By Joseph John
Gurney. 12mo. pp. 178. Long-
man and Co. 1819.

RS. FRY's benevolent and suc-
V_A. cessful efforts to reform the fe-
male prisoners in Newgate are known
té6 the public. In a former part of
this work, we have, we believe, in-
serted an interesting account of the
visiting association of which she may
be considered as the head. This little
volume records another ¢ labour of
love” undertaken by her in conjunc-
tion with her brother, the Author.
A journey, ¢ connected with the con-
cerns of their own religious society,
that of Friends,’ was made subser-
vient by these philanthropic persons
to the further object of inspecting
jails, and pointing out improvements
in their management. ‘Their obser-
vatious are here published, and the
reader of them will admire equally
the wisdom aund prudence, and the
benevolence and zeal of the visitors.
The public will be surprised to
learn the miserable state of certain of
the jails in Scotland. Happily, some
of them are uninhabited; but in the
manufacturing districts these recep-
tacles of misery are crowded, and
some of them exhibit mcredlblﬁscenes
~of vice and wretchedness :

¢ No alrmg grounds ; no change of
rooms ; tubs in the prisoners’ cells for the
reception of every kind of filth; black
holes; no rellglous service ; Janlers living
away fmm their pusons, consequently, an
impossibility of 'any mspectien, and an

Review.—Gurney's Notes on Prisans..

almost total abseuce of care; free com-
munication through the windows of the -
cells with the public.” P.105.

In the Scotch plls ‘there is com-
monly a long iren bar fixed in the
floor, through which the legs of the
prisoner are fastened by rings, by
which means the legs are constantly
kept apart from each other, and the
prisoner is prevented from undressing
or going ta bed.

The law of debtor and credltor is
more severe in Scotland than in En-
gland. There, if a debtor escape
from prison, the jailer or the magis-
trate becomes answerable for the
debt. The consequence is a rigorous
confinement, such as can be justified
only in the case of the most desperate
criminals.

The want of lunatlc asylums in
Scotland has led to the confinement
of lunatics in the jails, and some cases
are stated by Mr. Gurney of the
treatment of these unhappy creatures
which harrow up the feelings.

There are some exceptnons to this
miserable state of things in Scotland,
and in most of the places visited, re-
forms were in contemplation.

In the North of England, the Jalls
are variously managed. Some have
been strangely neglécted, ‘but others
are in the way of reform, and some of
the Bridewells are really houses of
correction and moral improvement.

‘The usual evils of jails, pointed out
by Mr. Gurney, are insufficiency of
food ; want of clothing; no ﬁrmg
fin Scotland), the crowding of pri-
sopers 1n sleeping-ronms ; fetters, a
marked cruelty in the case of prisoners
untried, who must be presumed to
be innocent ; disregard of cleanliness;
want of inspection and competent
wpermtendance ; the non-classifica-
tion of prisoners, so that debtors and
criminals, youths and veteran culprits,
men and women, the tried and untried
are sometimes mingled together, and
treated alike; the absence of instruc-
tion'; and above all, the want of em-
ployment These eVilb are not found
i all jails; all of them pelhaps in
none ; and there are a few ipstances
where enlightened and humane, ma-
gistrates. have. banished them altoge-
ther. The supply of labour. for. pri-
soners, and the division of) the profits
of it with them, seem to be the best
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expedients for prometing their refor-
whation and securing the good order of
jails. In some prisons, the earnings
of the prisoners, of which they them-
selves, too, receivea part, defray the
greater part of the expenses of the
establishments, And itis found that
but a small proportion of the prisoners
that have been inured to labour in

“jail have been re-committed. On the

female side of Néwgate, since the

institution of the Visiting Committee,

the instances of re-committals, com-

pared with re-committals before the

institution was formed, areas 11s to 7,
and compared with re-committals on
the male side, where there is no si-
milar plan of visiting, only as 1 is to
12. These facts will surely convince
such as are inaccessible to argument,
that humanity is good policy.
et p—

ARrT. V.— Representacion hecha & S.
M. C. El Seitor Don Fernando VII.
enn Defensa de las Cortes.

Representation to Ferdivand VII. in
Defence of the Cortes. By D. Alvaro
Florez Estrada. 4th edition. Lon-
don, 1819. | |

li\EW pamphlets have excited a

livelier interest than this. In
spite. of the most dreadful denun-
ciations of the Spanish goveroment
against any person who should be
found to possess it, it has been intro-
duced into Spain, and purchased with
incredible eagerness; it has gone
through several editions, and has been
translated into many languages; while
the attempts to stop:its circulation,
and the malignant (though impotent)
threats which Ferdinand has expressed
against its distinguished author, lead
us to expect that he has infused into
it no small portion of the spirit of
truth and liberty. This expectation
will not be disappointed. Kl Seior
de Estradais an enlighteuned advocate
of civil and religious freedom.  He
speaks truths (unwelcome to royal
ears) with emphatic boldness. From
the country where he has found an asy-
lum from the malignant persecutions
of tyranny, he gives vent to those
‘“ unutterable things” which may not
profane ‘the pure and irrepraachable
precincts of a despot's court! .

It has been often asked, what did
the Cartes, to. entitle them to the gra-
titude of Spain? They established a

1%

representative government; they abo-
lished the Inquisition ; they diminished
the monastic orders; they :decreed
ﬂ?e pohitical liberty of the press; they
did more—they saved -their country,
and they shed no blood. - =

D. Alvaro is.at this moment under
sentence of death—an honour which
has been conferred on almost every

-illustrious Spaniard who has identified

himself- with his country’s liberties.
But the arm of the tyrant cannot
reach him here; and he may yet see

¢ O venga é dia dichoso!””

the triumph of moral greatness over
brute and barbarous force. )

The present picture is indeed a
melancheoly one:

““.A. monarch who, in spite of his solemn
promise to govern his people with paternal
kindness and in the liberal spirit of the
times, (see Ferdinand’s Decree.of May 4,)
suffers himself to beled by a fanatie priest-
hood, and from the moment of his instal-
lation re-esiablishes that tribunal of hlood
and horror, whose end and object is to
assassinate and destroy all who dare to
differ from its inexorable ministers, men
who encourage children to betray their
parents, and wives to sacrifiee their hus-
bands. A government whose theory -is
deceit and falsehood — whose practice,
oppression and infamy. . A-g6verninent
which allows nothing but the enlogium of
its crimes and persecutions,—~which ap-
plauds treachery and revenge as the first
of social virtues,—which expatriates the
worthiest and the wisest of its dependents,
—and welcomes and rewards the betrayers
of their country. A government ever
fluctuating between furious vielence and
shameful timidity. A nation, whose pri-
vilege it i1s to know that its king is the
absolute master of property and life,—
which to deny is sedition, or perhaps high
treason.” Pp. 104,105.: |

The appeals he makes to ofher
governments seem irresistible:

¢ Do the monarchs of Europe consider
the poor Africans worthy of their commis-
seration, who never tasted the sweets of civil
liberty~~ and will they not interest them-
selves in the sufferings of a nation, which
struggled so nobly, and sacrificed so6 much
for the independence of all,, and for its
reward; has béen hurled into the abyss of
the Inquisition, and subjected to a gevern-
ment whose horrors are a, thousand fold
more ‘unbearable than .the slavery of the
blacks > P. 109. |

It is most. unjust. to ACLUSE: the
Spaniards of inertness. or indifference
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to the possession of ClVll freedom.
Since Ferdinand’s return, there have
been no less than seven organized
attempts to shake off his ignominious
yoke. Some of the best blood of
Spain has been spilt in the hitherto
vain effort: those efforts will not be
finally lost.

¢¢ No desfallece, ni se ve oprimido

Del varon fuerte é Animo constaute
* * * *

En la mayor adversidad sufrido

La airada suerte con igual semnblante

Mira seguro, y alentado espera.”

Arguijo.
To avert the ruin which seems

inevitable, unless a change of measures
be introduced into Spain, D. Alvaro
recommends to Ferdinand thHat he
give a general amnesty to all who are
suffering from political persecution ;
that the Cortes be lﬂ]ﬂl@dldt&]y don-
voked ; that friendly commissioners
be sent to treat with the insurgent
provinces of America ; that the liberty
of the press be decreed; that the
Inquisition be abolished; and that
trade be universally free with the
Spanish colonies. Pp. 140, 141.
- He might as well speak to the
windsand the waves. Theremedy (if

—— =

Poctry.—Sonnet to Reason. Sonnet to Benevolence.

found) will be found in the excess of
evil.  Spain cannot be regenerated
while Ferdinand is its master. The
tribunal which shall depose this infa-
tuated prince, will be honoured with
shouts of gratulation from all that is
great and good and generous in thls
msu]ted world. B

-—‘—-—

Art. VI.——The Worship of Christ
unauthorized by Scrzpture. A Dis-
course delwen’d July 22, 1818, at
Brighton, before the Southern Uni-
‘tarian Society. By John Fullagar.
12mo. pp. 34. Hunter and Eati)h.
1818. ‘ |

AI‘TER an ammated infroduction,
Mr. Fullagar proceeds to the
proof of the proposition, which forms
the title of his sermon. He states
the argument fairly, conducts it judi-

- clously, and brings it te a satisfactory

conclusion. We have few sermons
or tracts expressly on this point, and
we recommend this discourse as well
fitted and fully entitled to fill up a
blank in the catalogues of our Book
Societies.

. s ~—
oo 2.

POETRY.

*

SONNET.—TO REASON.
(From Apeleutherus.)

“There 18 a spirit in man, and the inspi-
ration of the Almlghty glveth them under-
standing.”’

Thou noblest gift of Heav’n to human
kind
To guide the gen’rous purpose, to con-
troul |
The waves that o’er the tortur’d bosom
roll,
And check the heart to lawless joys in-
chin’d;
Bright emanation of that wondrous Mind
That governs all, by Thee th’ aspiring

soul
Pervades all space, and sees throughout
‘the whole
One mighty plan, by boundless love de-
- sign’d!
Thrice happy he, who owns thy sov rergn
sway ;
Who, reckless- what the sons of priest-

craft teach,

And firmly trusting Nature’s friendly ray,

Amid the storm right onward wends his
way |
Through this dim vale of sorrow, till he .
reach \
The peaceful mansions of eternal day!

e = aressmand

SONNET.—TO BENEVOLENCE.,
( From the same.)

Parent of all the virtues which combine
To visit wretchedness with sweet relief,
"To pour the healing balm on hopelcss

grief,

And deck with smiles ¢ the human face

divine!" .
Heav’n’s orbs resplendent at thy blddmg
shine,
By Thee flom chaos rose this peopled
carth
For when tl.c A!mrg‘hty word rrave Na-
ture birth, -

The scheme, the glory and the grace were

thine. '



Poetry‘.—-—Momié_zg Hymn. To a Violet.

Biest Angel! who, ere Time began his
- race
Didst in the besom of the Father dwell,
Where’er Thou art is Heav’ n, thine
- absence bell! -
Spread thy bright flame, unveil thy beau-
teous face,’
Extend thy reign, thy gen’rous tnumpbs
swell,
Till one unbounded Heav’n all worlds
embrace!

LINES .
By an African Woman.

(From an American Newspaper.)
]matrmatmn ‘who can sing thy force?
Or ‘who describe” the svwftness of thy
| course ?

Scaring through air to find the bng‘ht
abode,
Th’ imperial palace of the thundering God.
‘e.on thy pinions can surpass the wind
And leave the rolling universe behind :
From star to star the mental optics rove
Measure the skies and range the realms

above. .

There in one view we grasp the mlghty
whole,

Or with new wor]ds amaze th’ unbounded
soul

Tho' winter frowns, to fancy’s raptured |
eyes

The fields may flourish and gay scenes
arise,

The frozen deeps may burst their iron

- bands,

And bid their waters murmur o’er the

sands ; \

Tair Flora may resume her fragrant reign,

And with her flow’ry riches deck the
plain;

Sylvanus may diffuse his honous round,

And all the forest may with leaves be
crown’d ;

Show’rs may debcend and dews their g'ems
disclose,

And nectar bpankle on the blooming rose.

et
MORNING HYMN.

Again the morning’s beams proclaim
The glories of thy sacred name ;

And heaven and earth and air and sea
Reflect Thy might, Thy majesty!

Thy everlasting love is spread
O’er valley plain and mountain- head ;
Breathes in the breeze, and hghts the
dew,
sz ever acttve—-—-ever new,
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But man, Thy friend Thy fav’rite shares
Thy. kmder Thy pecuhar cares

And what is man, that he should be

A friend,~—a fav’rite, Lord! of Thee?

O be it my unwearied aim

To merit this distinguished name

All other praise—all other bliss

Is weak, is vain, compar’d with this.
. ‘4°

TO A VIOLET.

Sweet flower ! Spring’s.earliest, loveliest
gem r
While other flowers are idly s]eepmg
Thou rear’st thy purple diadem ; = -
Meekly from thy seclusion peepmg‘.

Thou, from thy little, secret mound,
Where diamond dew-drops shme above
thee,
Scatterest thy modest fragrance ronnd
And well may Nature’s Poet love thee!

Yes! 1 bave envied thee, sweet flower!
And long’d like thee to live obscurely :
Sheltered in some benignant bow’r,
And breathmo' forth my soul so purely.

Thine is a short, swift reign I know— -
But here,—thy spirit still pervading—.
New violet-tufts again shall blow,
Then fade away—as thou art fadmg,

And be renewed; the hope how blest,
* (O may that hope desert me never ')
Like thee to sleep on nature’s breast,
And wake again, and bloom for ever.
A,
1*- - : ’

FREEDOM.

g

( From the German.)

SRR

Better to sit in freedom’s hall,
With a cold, damp floor, and a mould’ring

wall

Than to bow the head, and to bend the
knee,

In the pr oudest palace of slavery.

()LEARIUS

.

ON AN INFIDEL.

N i——

( From the German.)

* % ¥ * Jaughs and jests at me ;
while X

Return an honest, heartfelt mgh. |
KAE\TNFR
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1818. Dec. 21, at his house, Hinckley,
Leicestershire, after a lingering illness,
which he bore with exemplary patience
and resignation, Mr. Samuer CRravan,
aged 78, many years a respectable hosier
of the same town. Mr. Cravan was for
more than half a century, a zealous and
highly-respected member of the Presbyte-
‘rian Society of Hinckley. He was an
upright and honourable man: as to his
particular views, he was an Unitarian Pro-
testant Dissenter ; and his interest, in what
he deemed the cause of truth, was warm,
yet unobtrusive. He did not speak of
religion as of a thing in which he felt no
concern, hut having himself felt the happy
influence of Christianity on his own heart,
he was anxious that others should taste and
know the pleasures of true religion. He
“was habitually prepared to meet death, in
whatever way it might- approach- him :
this was a frequent topic of conversation
with his most intimate friends, and he often
spoke of it as an event highly to be de-
gired: he always spoke of dying with a
composure and tranquillity equally re-
meved fromr stoical indifféerence and pre-
sumptuous assurdnceé. - in his frame of
mind were seen thesecurity of the Chris-
tian’s hope, and the mild glory of the
Christian’s trinmph. Many were his acts
of kindness and charity, but they were
performed withouit ostentation ; their ope-
ration was oftext in secret, but of their

effeéts many now living can testify. A

funeral sermon was preached on occasion
of his death, by the writer of this sketch,
from 1 Pet.i. 3, to a numerous congre-
gation.

C. N. S,

e

1819. Jan. 23, at his house at Moriston,
near Glasgow, after a long and painful
illness, RoBErT SmiTH, Esq.,aged 73. He
was buried in the High Church Yard, on
the 29th instant. A very mumerous and
respectable trainof mourners, among whom
~ were several of the Professors of the Uni-
versity, accompanied his remains to the
place of interment. Mr. Smith’s father
was an elder in the North West Church,
during the ministry of the Rev. Dr.
Findlay, afterwards Professor of Divinity.
A tribute of personal respect, and of con-
gregational gratitude, was on the following
Sunday paid to the memory of the deceased,
in the services of Union Chapel. The
preacher selected, as appropriate to the
occasion, the words of the devout Simeon,
Luke ii. 29, 30,) ¢ Lord, now lettest thou
thy servant depart in peace, according to

thy word : for mine eyes havé seen thy sal-
vation.” | '_ |

This gentleman possessed a warm and
benevolent concern for the improvement of
nmankind, and had diligently availed him-
self of the means with which Providence
had amply favoured him, for gaining infor-
mation eon the principal subjects which
affect the progress of human civilization.
In the formation of his political and reli-
gious opintons, he evinced a determination
to think for himself. He was a zealous
and well-informed believer in the divine
authority of the Jewish and Christian reve-
lations, Those who were favoured with
his unreserved intercourse, could not but
admire the rectitude of bis moral pyinciples,
the soundness and vigour of his under-
standing, the generosity of his disposition,
and his habitually pious and cheerful re-
ference to the government of a wise and
benrevolent Creator., Mr. Smith was upon
principle a Unitarian Christian ; and how-
ever this may in vulgar opinion detract
from his worth and sully his reputation,
Christians of a// denominations, who love
genurne honesty in the avowal, and libe+
rality * in the support of what they believe
to be the truth ;—all who are superios to
¢¢ the fear of man which bringeth a snare,””
know how to appreciate and how to value
a firmness of principle which shrank not
from the certainty of popular odium, and
a manly assertion of the right and duty of
private judgment, not in the barrenness of
theory wmerely, but in the palpable and
resistless evidence of human life. In the
merciful hands of owr heavenly Father
who judgeth righteously, his pure and
elevated piety will secure for him that
approbation which is ¢ better that life,”’
and all the joys by which life is distin-
guished. (Thus far was inserted in the
Glasgow Chrenicle.)

For several years past, Mr. Smith had
retired from the active employments, from
the hurry and bustle of life; and had
chiefly confined himself to the ordinary
pleasures of domestie intercourse, and the
increase of that nseful knowledge, which
he already possessed in abundance. It is
delightful when a taste has been formed
like his, so pure and rational, in favour of
books of a right description, which are
capable of yielding to the mind, released

* My. Smith subscribed £150. towards
the erection of Uniom Chapel, G’l‘asng,
which sum, though' at’ first lent, he afier-
wards wholly relinquished, See Mon.
‘Repos. XII, 636.
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from worldly cares, the most elevated sen-
timents, and the most virtuous occupation.
Reading was not, however, with our friend
merely a refined species of self-indulgence.
In the weords of the Roman Dramnatist,
he considered nothing. human. foreign to
him. In whatever tended to ameliorate
the condition of the human species—in the

various philanthropic iostitutions for the

increase of knowledge—the refornmtion of
religion—and the wider spread of human

 civilization — his benevolent heart was

warmly interested. With a mind libe-
ralized by intercourse with the world, and
acquaintance with the literary dead—he
could seize at once the topics most eal-
culated to yield to others solid instruction
and genuine improvement. He could con-
verse with ease to a very late period of his

tife, with a minuteness of aceuracy re-

markable for his years, upon the topies of
his reading; and he was aecustomed to
attach that reverence and value to the
records of his knowledge, only to be felt
and realized by those who, like him, enjoy
leisure and other faeilities, for the attain-
ment of- a literary cast of mind.
departed friend had evidently a leaning to
works, the professed design of which is, to
convey,in a practical and devotional strain,
pure and elevated conceptigns of the
Author of -our existence, of his character,
his perfections, and moral government.
These he would peruse and re-peruse, till
he had imbibed the spirit, and become
familiarized with the sentiments of his
author, and thus acquired a fresh supply
of nourishiment for his own religious and
virtuous contemplations.

In the remarksavhich I have now made,
I have purposely aimed at a general de-
scription of that literary and devetional
taste which our excellent friend had ac-
quired. T should be sorry, iowever, fora
moment to believe, that all the piety and
wmoral worth which exist in the world,
require the adoption of a particular reli-
gious creed. I cheerfully and readil
acknowledge, that such a character as ;
have described, has been possessed by
many, whose sentiments were the most
remote from these which our departed
friend, in common with ourselves, pro-
fessed, But all that I  wish to have ad-
mitted, and this we have a right to demand,
1s, the same liberal concession in reference
to our own religious community. There
are those who affect to deny to Unitarians
even the possibility of that religious ex-
cellence, which will render meet for the
Divine favour. But
can seldom be brought except by con-
temptible bigotry, conjoined with prefouhd
ignorance, is repelled by unequivocal
proofs, which the obitnary of every month
presents to the candid yudgment of the

YOL. X1v. 2D

‘naturally

Our

But this charge, '.which :

- Christian world ; and is amply refuted by
the excellences possessed by the individual

whose memory we have now been fondly
retracing. The saying of that amiable
Prelate, the late Bishop Watson, of Laadaff,
when referring to the sentiments of his
friend, the Duke of Grafton, which in hig
last and best days were perfectly Unitarian,
will not bé unappropriate: ¢ If any one
thinks that a Unitarian is not a Chyristian, I
plainly say, without being myself a Uni-
tarian, that I think otherwise.” It will
not be the least circumstance of interest,.
that our departed brother was to .the last,
a well-informed and most zealous ‘adve-
cate for the essential prineiple on which
we dissent from all ether Christian com-
munities. He understood his principles
thoroughly, aiid=he valued them as one
who understands them thoroughly will
do. Mauy of yvou will recolleet
with what ardoar he assisted, a few_years
since, in the prosecution of plans designed
to promote the prevalence of primitive
Christiarity in this populous eity; and
how exemplary and punctual was his at--
tendance upon the religious services of
my predeeessor, conscious as he was of the
weight of populai odivm which this con-
duct involved. That we have lately been
altogether deprived of his presence with us
in our public devotions, is to be attributed
to his distance of five wmiles from the
Chapel, and to the nature of a painful’'and
insidious disease, which would otherwise
have rendered it scarcely within his power,
For 1 can tell you, from his own mouth,
that in this interval, his zeal for our pros-
perity has been unremitted, and that to be
able to return hither. to bear his continued
testimony to the great truths of the gospel,
was one of the chief desires of his heart.
But thus it hath not seemed good to a
wise and gracious Providenee. Thet life,
which was already extended beyond the
age allotted in Scripture to man, i1s now
come to a close! And never more, in this
mortal state, shall cur brother worship
with kindred spirits the God of his
fathers '—But there is another world to
come, in which his strains of devotional
praise shall be again rénewed. The now
cerruptible body shall be reanimated, and
furnished with ever-increasing vigour.

This mortal shall be  clothed with immor-

tality ; and then, in common with every
true Christian, every virtnous and pious
servant of God, he shall use the tri-
umphant exclamation, *“ O Death, where
is thy sting ? O Grave, where is th)t vic-
tory * Thanks be unto Gud, who giveth
us -the victory, through ounr Lord Jesus

Ch I?iS‘t.‘” /
. . B.. M. ’.

Glasgow, Feb.'; 10, 1819 '. .‘
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INTELLIGENCE.

) - DOMESTIC. ing. Here is an example which ought to
REvLIGIOUS. be followed wherever there are two or three

Unitarian Fund.

[Report of 1818 : DMr. Wrighs’s Journal
of his Mission in Scotland in 1817,
concluded from p. 125].

| 9. Ferry.
. A VILLAGE near Dundee.
the Dundee church resides here, and is
doing what he can to enlighten his neigh-
hours, 1 visited him, and preached to a
small attentive aadience. -
6. Aberdeen.

In this city and its vicinity there are
several Unitarians, and other persons who
are favourable to Unitarianism. 1
one Sunday here, and preached three times
to large and attentive audiences. The
congregation in the morning was estimated
at four hundred, that in the afternoon at
six hundred, and that in the evening at
eight hundred persons, and I was informed
many went away who could not get into
the place. I hired the Caledonian Hall
for the purpose. So far as I could learn,
many who attended possess a disposition
to inquire after truth, and judge for them-
selves. Besides conversation at other
times, I spent one evening in conference
with thase who are declared Unitarians.
I had a pretty long debate at my lodgings
with a party of Calvinists, on some of

whom what was said seemed to make an

impression. Conld proper means be ap-
plied, I think an Unitarian church might
soon be raised in Aberdeen.

- 7. Blackford.

A vnllage in Perthshire. In this village
there is an Unitarian church, the hlbtory of
whicl is briefly as follows. > The first time
I was in Scotland I heard there were a
few Universalists at Blackford : I visited,
preached among, and had a good decal of
conversation with them. They were none
of them at that time Unitarians. The
second time I went ta Scotland I did the
same, and found them more favourable to
Unitarianism. The third time I went to
the North I renewed my visit, and found
they were become Unitarians. Ever since
they have held regular meetings for the
worship of the one God, and for mutual
instruction.  When they meet with ser-
mons which they think proper, they read
them publicly. They have been visited
by no Unitarian minister but mysplf The
person who took the lead in conducting
their meetings is gone to America ; still
they go on and holdk their religious meet-
ings as before. 1spenta day with them,
- and preached in their usual place of meet-

A member of

spent .

Unitarians.
8. Falkirk.
 In this town and its vicinity there have
for saveral years been Unitarians ; but
they hotd no regular meetings. I preached

_here once to a pretty large company.

9. Carluke.

Here I preached to a pretty large and
attentive audience; and should have revi-
sited Carluke, and have spent a Lord’s
day with the bxethren, had wot other la-
bours prevented. Had a good deal of
interesting conversation with the fr lends of
Unijtarianism, who are pretty numerous in
this village and its neighbourhood.

10. Wiskaw.

In this village 1 preached to an atten-
tive audience,

11. Lanark.

'Here I preached on the Castle Hill, to a
respectable assembly. There are somc,
Unitarians in this town,

12. Carrwortkh.

In this place I preached in the Masons’
Hall, to a small company.

13. Renfrew.

In this town there are several Umtanans,
and, if public meetings were kept up, a
small congregation might be established,
1 preached to an attentive audience.

14. Kilburchan.

In this village there are several well-
informed and respectable Unitarians. |
preached to an attentive and pretty lange
congregatior,
- 15. Port-Glasgow.

Since I was here before, the number of
Unitarians in this town bas increased ;

_they have not yet begun to hold meetmgs,

but talk of doing it, and I hope they will

soon commence them. I preached twwe,

and was well attended.
16. Greenock.

I was surprised to find that no meetings
had been held at Greenock since Mr. G.
Harris left Seotland; that when Mr. Mar-
don of Glasgow had offered to go there to
preach, his services had been declined,
and that no'steps whatever had been tak,en
to keep the congregation Mr. Hayris had
collected from being scattered. Those
who are regarded as leading persons ameng
the Unitarians in this town, seem to think
nothing can he done till they have a chapel
erected, and a minister fixed among them,
and that nothing can be done but by a
minister. They seem to think the present
18 not exactly the time when any thing
should be attempted. They talk of build-
ing ; but no spot is fixed on, no time for
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beginning fixed. One of them told me
he thought it would be a more favourable
time two or three years bence. I believe,
- there are Unitarians in Greenock whose
feelings and wishes are very different;
‘but they are in-the more humble walks of
life. I gave those I conversed with my
thoughts freely. Though previous notice
had been sent, on my arrival I found no
place to preach in had been provided, no
public notice given, nor even the friends
in general informed of my coming, though
the information had been received by
those who are considered as maunagers at
least two days before. Mortifying as it
was to find things in this state, I resolved
either to preach at Greenock, or to return
the same day to Rort-Glasgow, where X
knew I could have a congregation. At
length a room was procured; but it being
a busy time, ‘and the notice very short and
partial, we had no coungregation the first
evening; on the second evening a small as-
sembly came together, to whom I preached.
-I am truly sorry I have not a better repert
to make respecting Greenock : this report
I feel it my painful duty to make, and
have simply stated faets, witheut ventur-
ing to make any comment on them.
17. Darnick.

This is a hamlet of Melrose. I preached
here one Sunday three discourses. The
meetings were well attended. In this
place there are several well-informed and
zealous Unitarians. They have suffered
reproach, and attempts have been made to
injure them in their trade, on account of
their religious sentiments, since I was here
before ; but they have continued steadfast
in their profession. I preached in a car-
penter’s shop. At Darnick I was met by
friends from Melrose, Jedburgh and Gal-
‘lishiels 5 in all which places there are Uni-
tarians, |

I visited the Jollowing places, but
Jound no opening for preaching.

1. Dalry. |

In this village there are several Unita-
‘rians, and I should have preached, had not
the attention of the inhabitants been too
completely pre-eccupied by a company of
players, and by a juggler, the former of
whom gratified them with comic scenes,
and the latter with two pennyworth of mys-
tery, that evening; so 1 spent the time
in conversation with my friends.

2. Kilwinning.

There are a few Unitarians in this vil-
Jage ; but the inhabitants are either so
indifferent, er so deeply prejudiced, that
it was deemed impossible to obtain-a con-
gregation ;3 consequently all 1 could do
was 1o strengthen the brethren.

3. Kimarnock.

I had hoped to find a person in the

neighbourhood of this town who is a friend

-—
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to the cause ; but on my arrival discovéred

that he lived many miles distant, and

could find no opening to do any thing,

In some parts of Airshire there are Unita-

rians who will not stir in the Unitarian

cause, : . o 4
, 4. Carstairs. o |

There are persons favourable te Unita-
rianism in this village; but no place
could be procured to preach in, and the
weather would not admit of being abroad,

- 9. Biggar.

Here no place could be procured to
preach in, and the weather was unfaveur-
able to being in the open air ; nor could we
discover that any persons were either dis-
posed to hear or to converse with us,

6. Covendon.

A village at the foot of the hill calied

Tintoe. Here we spent several howrs in

 interesting conversation with several per-

sons who are favourable to Unitarianism.

They were working men, but intelligent

and well-informed for persons in ‘their

situgtion, | |
| 7. Tillicultrie. ) .

In this village there is one Unitarian
family, with whom I spent part of a day;
but there were not persons sufficient dis-
posed to hear to have a public meeting'.

There are individual Unitarians, or sin-
gle families, in various other places which
I had not time to visit.

I had intended going farther north than
Aberdeen, but was too long: detained in the
West to have time to do it.

Remarks on the whole.

Though there is but one new Unitarian
church since I was in Scotland in the
year 1814, viz. that at Blackford, the
cause has been making progress during
the last three years ; the knowledge of the
Unitarian doctrine is further extended;
more tracts are got into circulation ; a numn-
ber of individuals in different places have
received the dectrine, and new members
have been added to the Unitarian churches
already formed.

On the whole, the prospect is encourag-
ing in North Britain: if proper means be
used new churches will be formed, and the
cause will make more rapid progress than
it has lately done. There is an evident
abatement of prejudice, animosity and in-
tolerance in many places, and an increase
of liberality and the spirit of free inquiry.

It cannot be denied that, in some
places, there has been a’neglect of those
means which ought to have been used for
the promotion of the canse, and a want of
exertion, without which success is not to
be expected ; but it is hoped our brethren
will ‘be wore active, and by thejr anion,
zeal, diligence and persevéring exertions,
do all they can to promote the knowledge
of the truth, and the prevalence of the true
spirit and practice of Clristianity. |
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. The circumstances of the times have
been unfavourable, especially in manufac-
turing and eommiercial districts ; they have
entirely changed the worldly condition of
- some, and involved. others in perplexity
and trouble: whatever allowance may be
made for those who have suffered in this
way, those who have become more pros-
perous ought to abound in the work of the
Lord, in proportion to their increased means
and g'{'owing‘ prosperity.

Whatever defects I have observed among
my brethren in Scotland, 1 have seen much
more to praise than to blame : their friend-
ship and hospitality ; the Christian fellow-
ship and pleasing intercourse I had with
them ; the readiness with which they re-
ceived the word, and attended to what I
thought it prudent to suggest for their
consideration, and their affectionate con-
duct during my sojourning among them,
1 shall long remember with heartfelt satis-
faction.

~May the God of all grace enrich them
with every blessing, send prosperity to their
churches, and give success to all their
efforts for his glory and the good of thelr
fellow-creatures. Amen,

--*—-

Unitarian Assoctation.
MARRIAGE LAW.

Tue Committee having had occasion to
re-consider the draft of a petition on the
subject of the Marriage Law, as published
in the last Repository, [p. 125,] have, in
compliance with the suggestions of some
friends to the cause, and to obviate possible
objections, altered it in some respects, as
will be seen by the subjoined copy. The
public will now have both before them,
and will adopt the one that gppears best.

It has appeared desirable to the Com-
mittee, that the question should be agitated
‘in the present session, and persons desirous
of petitioning, are therefore recommended
to proceed in getting their petitions ready
for presentment ; the ultimate use of all or
any part being, of course, best left to cir-
cumstances, in the discretion of those who
will be entrusted with advocating their
canse.

It need hardly be added, that two peti-
tions, copied on parchment, should be
signed by each set of petitioners, one to
cach house of Parliament,

To the Right Honourable the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal in Par-
liament assembled ;
| or,

To the Honourable the Commons of
the United Kingdom of Great Bri-
tain and Ireland in Parliament
assembled.

The humble petition of the undea*slgned
Shew eth, .

Intélligence.~Unitarian Assocz'atz'on'.

That your petitioners are Protestant
Dissenters differing from the Established
Church with regard to the doctrine of the
Trinity, [and resident at or near -}
or [usunally assembling at |
for the purpose of religious worship}. -

That the marriage service, reqmred by
the existing law, is inconsistent in several
points with the rehgmus belief which yonr
petitioners conscientiously entertain.

That by the municipal laws of many
Christian states, as well as of this kingdem
prior to the Act of 26 Geo. II., c. 33,
commonly called the Marriage Act, the
matrimonial contract has been considered
as essentially of a civil nature, although
usnally consecrated by some rehgmus ce-
remony.

That, accordingly, the marriages of DIS--
senters, celebrated 1 m the face of their own:
congregations, after the date’of the Tole-
ration Act, were cousidered valid by our
courts of law, although some attempts
made to disturb such marriages: in the
Ecclesiastial Courts, served to dispose the
majority of Dissenters (between whom and
the Established Church there was then no
essential difference in points of doctrine)
to conform in that particular to the ntual
of the Church. '

That whilst your petitioners are far from
wishing to impugn the policy of the Mar-
riage Act, considered as a measure of
civil regulation, they beg leave to suggest,
that in its operation, in connexion with
the present Church service, it imposes a
burthen on conscience, which they humbly
conceive was not intended by the legisla-
ture, as may be fairly inferred from the
exemption in the act of the two classes
of persons, against whese religious feel-
ings and dnsclplme it seemed partwulally
to militate.

That the just and llberal disposition of
the legislature, manifested towards your
petitioners, by the act passed in the 53d
year of the reign of his present Majesty,
¢. 160, has encouraged them to hope that
theis religious opinions present no sufh-
cient objection to the extension in their
favour of the recognized principles of
toleration; but they humbly submit, that
such toleration 1s in their case necessarily
incomplete, while’ they are obliged, by the
marriage law, to join in a service repug-
nant in many parts to their religious feel-
ings and principles.

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray

. that your [nght] Hnnoumble House
will take their case into your seiious
consideration, and afford them sutch
relief in the premises, as in your w1s-
dom shall seem meet.

- And your petltnoners shall ever

pray, &c. |
- ' ' e
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New Unitarian Chapel, Boston.

THB Unitarian congregation at anton
Lincolnshire, was raised by Mr. Platts
now of Doncaster, He is succeeded by
Mr. D. W. Jones, late of Namptwich.
Under him the congregatlon has flourished
so much, that a circular, from which the
fnllowmg is an extract, has been issued,
signed by the Minister, and Mr.C. Wrnght,
Secretary to the Commxttee ‘

“ The place of meeting, which is at
present occupied by the Unitarians here,
is very inconveniently and unpleasantly
sitnated, and much too small ; and it is
consxdered essential to the interests. of Uni-
tarianism, that a more commodious and
convenient meetmg-house should, if pos-
sible, be obtained.

“« A suhscrxptmn has been entered into,
and £600. raised in the congregation ; the
present place of meeting is supposed to be
worth £200. ; the congregation has there-

fore a fund of about £800. applicable to-

fhe object in view.

¢ The expense of purchasmg land and
erecting the intended new chapel, is esti-
mated at £1260,, so that the congregation
is, "at present, nearlv £500. deficient.
Having already made every possible.exer-
tion amongst themselves, the members of
the congregation know of no other method
of accomplishing their purpose, than the
sohcltmg of the aid of the friends to Uni-
tarianism, throughout the kingdom.””

'We understand that the estumate of the
price of the ground includes a sufficient
space for a Burial-Ground,—an object
whieh ought never to be overlooked in the
erection of new Unitarian Chapels.

b ) v
Chrestzan T'ract Society.

Tae Tenth Aunniversary of this Society
was holden on Thursday the 11th March,
at the Old London Tavern, Blshopwate
Street. At the meeting “for business,
James Esdaile, Esq., was called to the
Chair. The Secretar. y read the report of
the Committee, in which an allusion was
again made to the discontinuance of some
subscriptions, on the alleged ground that
80 few new tracts are printed by the So-
ciety. The Committee allowed that the
complaints which had been urged on this
Aaccount were not wholly uncalled for;
but they had not had it in their power
to meet the wishes of the subscribers or
of themselves in this particular. They
had received during the year enly three
manuscripts, twp of which they had, with
reluctance, considered as uasuited. to the
objects of the Society, as to their literary
execution. Of the third manuscript, which
was from the pen of Mrs. Mary' Hughes,
they had printed 2000 copies;; and, not-
withstanding a smaller number. qf the
tracts had been circulsited durmg the last,

~ there have been 266,000 tracts
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- than during the preceding year, they bad

been kobhged to reprint several of the
old tracts, which, from their generally-ac-
knon]edged ment continue in conside.

-rable ‘demand. of these reprints 20,000

copies had been thrown off, and it was

apprehended that two or three more of the

iracts must be reprinted, before all ‘the:
subscribers could have their allotments.
The number of copies printed during the
last year,. had therefore amounted. to
22,000, whlch was -an 1ncrease of 8,000
upbn the number printed during the pre-.
ceding year. Itwas also stated, that the
amount of new subsceiptions was nearly,
if not quite equal to those which had been
discontinued. From an abstract of: the
Society’s pmceedmo's it appeared that
printed
since its formation, ofwblch about 16,500
were circulated durmg the ]ast year.——
Of these 16,500 tracts, about one-third
had gone out in boards no less than 500
volumes having been ordered.r by the sub-
scribers, the country societies and’ the
publishers. " And, if it may be argwued from.
this circumstance, that the subscribers
have not an opportunity of distributing the
single tracts so widely as they have had,
it is gratifying to leam, that the Society’s
tracts are thought worthy of constituting
a part of more costly libraries, or of being
suitable presents for servanta and other .
young persons.

The Society’s present pr operty was stated

to be as follows :

Balance in the hand of the

‘Treasurer - - - 74 14 1
Due . from the publishers, ‘
. conntry societies, &c., part

- being in stock liable to be ‘,

returned - - 165 9 8
Estimated value of the stock o

on hand - - - 23913 0
| 479 16 9
Due from the society for pa- . -

per, &ec. - - - 140 10 4
Balance of the society’s pro-

perty - - - 339 6. 5

Thanks were voted to Mrs, Mary Hughes,
for her continued literary contributions ;
also to the Treasurer, the Secretary, the
Committee, the Audi 1tors and the Collector,
(Mr, Marsom,) for their services during the
last year.

. The following gentlemen were elected
into office for the. .year ensuing :——

James Esdaile, Esq., Treasurer.

Mr. George Smallfield, Secretary.

Committee :—Rev. Dr. T. Rees, Messrs.
Frend, Hart, Bayley, David Taylor, Holt,
Watson, Rickard Taylor,.J. Bowring,
W. L. Barton, and Joseph Fernie. ‘

Auditors :—Messrs, Jokn/ Taylor, D.
Gibbs and T. Gibson. :



Between fifty and sixty of the subseri-
bers and other friends to the society after-
wards dined tegether; Mr. J. T. Rut in
the chair.

Among the sentiments proposed to the

meeting as toasts, and prefaced with the
chairman’s accustomed ability, were the
following : — The Reform of our Criminal
Code; Mr.Richard Taylor, and the friends
of 3ustnce and humanity in the corporation
of Lendon; Dr. Lindsay, and the ex-
teusion of knowledcre by the education of
the poor. Mr. Talfourd gave a short hut
appalling description of our numerous and
sanguinary penal statutes, but conlidently
anticipated a
reform of the Criminal Code of this en-
lightened country. As a ground of his
hope, he stated that, animated by the ex-
ample and the benevolent intentions of the
great man whose loss all parties have
recently bad to deplore, many _professional
gentlemen were rising superior to long-
cherished prejudices and interested consi-
derations, and were ready to join the
national Ccall for a nearer assimilation of
~ our criminal laws to the dictates of pbilan-
threpy and the precepts of ‘the Christian
rehgwn. Mr. Taylor observed, that he
and the friends of humanity and justice
with whom he acted, had had the satis-
faction of seeing a greater progress made
during the last twelve months, than during
twelve preceding years, in the opinion that
punishment . should be proportioned to
crime, and that the end of punishment
should be the reformation of the offender.
Dr. Lindsay expressed his cordial concur-
rence with the objects of this society, and
his conviction that its tracts would have a
tendency to restrain the young from the
comniission of those crimes, which the
demoralizing system pursned in this coun-
try for a period of twenty years, has
unavoidably and naturally produced. He
rejoiced in the dissemination of knowledge
among the poor, not only in Great Britain,
but on the Continent, and particularly #n
Franee ; where, he stated ‘that he under-
stood there were a]ready 880 schools
established for the education of all,
without distinction of sect or party.

In the course of the evening, the secre-
tary announced that the committee had
another tract under consideration, which,
if gpproved of, would shortly be publ'ished.
This, it is understood, is new in the press;
and, that 1t is an ubridgment of Mr.
Hanway’s popular werk, entitled, ddvice
Srom Farmer Trueman to his Daughter
Mary.

ettt
MiSCRLLANEOUS..

Right of Appeal.

Tur Attofne y-General, uvmlmg' himself
of the sensation caused by a Trial by

‘to say, allowed by

great, and no very dlstant |

Intelligence.—Right of Appeal. -~ .

Battle having been claimed, and, strange
the Court in a late
case of Appeal of Murder has attempted
an alteration in the Constitution of the
greatest magnitude; namely, to take away
from the sul>3ect the right, which has ex-
isted from the earliest times, of prosecuting
in _his own mame, in criminal cases, for
vedress of injuries; and to give to the
Crown a new and uncontrouled power in
all such cases of preventing the-execution
of the laws, So that, under pretence
of abolishing a mode of trial which had
long been obsolete, an occasion is taken
of giving the king a dispensing power, by
which he can prevent any murderer from

‘being brought to justice or even to trial;

leavmg the lives and property of the people
whiolly in the hands of the executive, with-
out ‘power of obtaining redress against
any ruffian under the plq.tectlon of the
Court. -

" An 1ttempt was made by the Corpora—
tion of London to excite attention to the
subject, by a petition presented to the le-
gislature, founded on the annexed Reso-
Litions, proposed by Mr. R. Taylor, who
cited the authority of Holt, Dunnmg‘, &e.,
in favour of the. Right of Appeal .COR-
tended that it had no connexion ‘with
Trial by Battle, exp]amed its nature, and
asserted its use and importance. Under
the latter head we extract the following
from his. speech :—¢ That pardons have
been abu<e<§) by governments, we find from
Blackstone, in a passage whlch he con-
sidered an approbation of this limitation
of the power of the crown in the English
constitution :—in treating of murder, he
said, ¢ Qur law has provided one course of
prosecutlon, by Appeal, in which the king
himself cahnot pardon murder ; so that
he could not imitate the Polish monarch
who remitted the penalties of murder to
all the nebility.” From this 1t appeared,
Blackstone thought that in an arbitrary
government mischief might arise from
pardons; and it seemed evident that the
learned judge meant to pay a compliment
to our censtitution, by shewing our pos-
session of this controul over the crown. He
observed another instance of simmlar ten-
dency in a Jacobite writer, who could net
be suspected of wishing to lessen the
powers of the crown.—Dr. King, in his
Anecdotes, says, ¢ During the minority
of Louis XV, a prince solicited the Duke
of Orleans, who was Regent, to pardon a
murder he had committed, after having
been pardoned for asimilar crithe once or
twice before. He assented, but gave him
notice that he would eertamly pardon
whoever killed him = which,’ snys the Doe-.
tor, ¢ put a stop to the bm;bannes of this.
Bourbon prince.”’’ To those whe rémem-.
ber the outrages committed by military’
officers at York, (where the brother of one:
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of the present: eninisters ‘kmocked -off the

hat of an ‘unoffendink citizen, and sabred
him “on:the head ‘asche stooped for 'it,). at

‘Norwich, -at Yarimouth, at Brentford, at

Bﬁg‘bton -and :the numeérous other. n-
gtances, -#n ‘which:the people are placed at
-the mercy ‘of the now-enormous standing

army ‘of the crown, it must, we bhould :

think, ‘appear - desirable that the subject
should retain in ‘his own power the means
of secur ing redress.

‘We lament to add, that the Bill has. pro-
ceeded ‘to ‘a-third- readmg' ‘without chlling
from any of those Meimmbers of Parliament,
on whom we have bgen used to rely as the
guardlans of our rlghts the least opposi-
tion,}or any €xplanation of the g ounds of
theu- quiescence.

Resolutzons.

ATKTNS MAYOR

At a Common Councll helden in tbe
Chamber of the Gmldhall of the City of
London, on Thursday the-25th. day of Fe-
bruary, 1819,

“ Resolved, That the.mode of procned-
ing by A ppeal in griminal causes is one df
the oldest .parts of the common law of ‘this
\kmgdom, and ‘hath, been - pronennced by
those eminent lawyexs Chief-Justice Holt
.and :Lord . Ashburton, to be a most noble
birthright of Enghshmen, and a great pll-
Jar of the gonstitution.

‘“Resolved, That -the Right of Appeal
in ecases of murder, hath become of vital

intportance to the security of the people,-

as-a check on the abuse of military power;
-and that a Jegislative abolition of this rwht
would -leave it at the discretion of the
government to .prevent, in any case, the
course -of judiocial inquiry as well as to
dispense with the execution of the law.

64 Re_sol’ved ‘That the continuance of the
mode of tndl by wager of battle -hath
tended to prejudwe the snb_]ect in his pos-
session of -this ancient, right, and to frus-
trate and pervert the. ends of justice.

‘““ Resolved, That the freemen ef ‘this
and of divers other the cities and towns
of the kingdom are exempted by their
charters -from all obligation to trial by
battle; and, therefore, as wager of bate
is not essential to process by Appeal, no
argument. against its continuance .can be
founded on 'the impelicy or injustice of
such a form of trial: and as the possi-
‘bility ' of ‘hringing to a second trial t’hose
‘who have been already acquitted by. a jury
arisel only from an Act passed in the reign
of Menry VIL., this consegitenice may, in
the opimon of this" Colairt, e completely
Temoved by an amendment of thal Act.

b Resolﬁed ‘That petitions be presenfed
10 boﬂn" J{ouses of P rliameiit, prayiig
that, it apy Aet to abelish the wagar of

bastle, t‘hey Il #ot thke away: fiom” the
VOL. x‘xv : R

F.R.S.
“the chalr and a silbéctgption o| bhe to
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P¢°Ple of ﬂns vealm their -ancient and
undGubted ught of Appeals in cnmmal
ctmses ' |
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WOODT RORPE. 1
B _

The Syréan - Archbiskap af Jemsalxm,
Gregorio Piefro ‘Giarve, has lately -arrived
in this country. He is'in the dressof i¥e
Apostle St. -James, [so: say ‘the newspapers,
.but we - confess our ignbrance :eof -fhe
-fashion which St. James established,]:with
the  blue turban, !a long robe, &c. His
long beard, ‘and venerable and apostolic
appearance, attract igreat motiee,: and
excite much curiosity.  The Al!chblshop s
‘object in visiting England i to 1solieit
assistance, and obtain some of ithe mia-
chinery to establish -a printing press at
Mount Liebanon, for preparing, and there
dnstnbutmg, correct. editions of . the Sadred
Scrjptures in ithe Syrinc: 1anguage. SR

Another account mentions his. grival: at,
Paris, (we suppose on:hisway to England,)
and his application:te theKing of France
to be f'urmshed from the Royal Pnlmmg‘
office, with an assortimnent of Syriac types,
for the purpese of publishing some reli-
gious works addressed to the ‘Gieek Chris-
tians. He is deseribed in this notice as.a
Maronite bishop. The Maronites are a
sect, or rather ui'be of Chnstlans, who, for
many centuries, have inhabited the moun-
tains of Syria. Their origin is obscure.
They are subject to the Porte, but their
mountainpus 'situation enables ‘them to
maintain many privileges which no other
Christians in the Turkish dominions enjoy.
It is said that they will not permit a Maho-
metan to reside amongst them. K Their
nuniber s éstimated at upwards:of IOO 000
souls. From the beginhing of the ﬂ'nr-
teenth eentary, they have l)een united with
‘the 'Church of Rome, bt in spiritial as
well as temporal affairs, they asdert no
little independence. Their clerdy elect a
head, with the title of Patriarch of A‘n‘tloch
The maruawe of pnests (though not of
bishops) is'l TawTul. This body ‘of mén are
supported by voluntary aids, and by tle
labour of theif own hands. Communion is
administered in both kinds. Mass is cele-
brated in Syriac, which few of the people
understand; the géspel aloné is read in
Arabic for thelr instruction. There is a
Maronite college at Rome.. Some of this
singular people -ave déséribed as Noncan-
formis(s, who hold the ‘Chirch of Rowe 1 in
great abliorrence.

Since the above was written, b Mmeeting
has been held in London of fnends to the
¢¢ Intellectual and Moral Improvement of
Syria,” Sir Alexandet Johtiston, Kilitrht

late dhié;} Jstice of Ce yloh 3 n

promote the object of the Midsi revei'end
Gregory Yeter GiaW‘e’h visit. ‘The fol-
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lowing statement has been published by
this meeting: o
““ There are in Syria and the wmeigh-
bouring countries, about one million of
persons whe use the Carshun language ;
.that is, they speak Arabic; but,in writing
dt, they employ the Syriac character.
These people have very few books among
them, there being printing presses for the
~Carshun no where but at Reme and at St.
Anthonio, near Tripoli in Syriz, and but a
'small number of books printed at these
presses. ; The main bodyof the people are,

in consequence, in a lamentable state of

ignorance; and their poverty is so great,
that they have not the means of relieving

- themselves.” .

Semugetpany

- Five-Act Clergy. [See pp. 166—171.]
The Committee of the House of Commons,
to whom the petition of the Loudon Clergy,
under the Fire-Aect, was referred, came to

" a résolution on Friday, March 12, that the
petitioners had failed to prove the alle-
- gations in their petitions.

The lately vacant see of Peterboroughis
filled by the translation of Dr. Marsk from
the see of Landaff. The new bishop of
Landaff is Dr. Vanmildert, the Regius
Professor of Divinity at Oxford, and
- Preacher at Lincoln’s-Inn.

Sipa—

- The Rev. Christ. Wordsworth, D. D.,
Rector of Lambeth, is appointed Clhaplain
to the House of Commons.

The Church Union Society, established
in Wales, under the patronage of the
Bishop of St. David’s, have this year ad-
judged their premium of £50. for the best
Esspy on the Evidences from Scripture
‘that the soul immediately after death is
notin a state of insensibility, but of hap-
piness or misery, to a writer under the

signature of FKusebius Oaxoniensis ; and

- £10. each to the Rev. Johnson Grant, and

the Rev. Edward Griffin, for the two next

best Esssys on the same subject.

The Earl of Morton is to be High
Commissioner to the Charch of Scot-
land.

The University of Oxford, true to its
character and reputation, has nnanimously
agreed to petition against any repeal of the

laws now existing against Roman Cathe-
lics. “

The question of an dpplication to Par-
liament for the Repeal of the CorPORATION
‘and TesT Acrs, (lo which we alluded
under the head Correspondence, in the last
Number, p. 136,) is, we believe, at rest:
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the reasons for the Dissenters not moving
at present, are probably (for we speak not
on authority) that the Jeading members of
their body are more actuated by timidity
than by zeal for their rights,—that. the
Opposition are not disposed to clog ‘their
march to power with the prejudice that
would be thrown upon them by taking up
the cause of the Dissenters,—that a par-
liamentary application by the Dissenters
might injure the cause of . the . .Roman
Catholics,—and that the Dissenters are not
yet ripe for an unanimous, simultaneous
movement, which alone could succeed.

*‘
PARLIAMENTARY. . .

House of Commons. ‘Monday, March 1.
Lord CASTLEREAGH moved for a Committee
to inquire into the State of Prisons, His
lordship endeavoured to shew that the
present state of crimes was unavoidable,
and that the Criminal Law did not deserve
to be stigmatized as unreasonably severe.
The motion was carried without a division,
and a Committee appointed, consisting of
gentlemen from both sides of the House. -

Tuesday, March 2. Sir James Mack-
INToSH brought forward his motion for the

~appointment of a select Committee, to take

into their consideration se much of the
Criminal Law as related to capital punish-~ .
ment in the case of felony. He delivered

‘on the occasion a very  able speech, in
‘which he replied with singular -felicity to

the objections of the timid.  The motion

‘was opposed by Lord CasTLEREAGH, WhO

wished all inquiries relating to Criminal
Law, to be confined to his own Commitfee,
previously appointed; and enforced by
Mr. BuxToNn, who, 1n a very eloquent
speech, shewed the necessity of the mea-
sure, and exposed the fatility of -the noble
Lord’s objections, and 'the inadequacy of
one Committee to such a variety of impor-
tant objects., After an animated debate,
the minister was beaten on a division, there
being for the original motion, 147, against
it, 128; wmajority 19. The Committée
thus appointed consists of effective mem-
bers; and we congratulate’ the “country
on this new triumph of humanity.

In the House of” Lords, March 4, a dis-
cussion took place, on the motion of Lord
HorLrLAND, rvespecting the siate of the
Slaves in the West India Islands. His
Lordship expressed himself satisfied with
the measures adopted by the colonial legi
latures for preventing the importation of
slaves; and hé allowed their good inten-

tions with regard to the improvement of

the- condition of the negroes, though the

‘result of the steps taken with a view- to. this

end was less satisfactory. . In Jamaica, an
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. act was passed, about a year and a haif ago,
providing the appointment of twenty cu-
rates to instruct the slaves,ata salary of
£300. currency each. But it had been
found impossible to procure respectable
- clergymen of the Church of England at
the salary offered.
had done in consequence, he knew not, but
he was sorry that they had passed some
acts of an intolerant kind "against the
inflnx of missionaries. - He thought that
persons brought up in a humble sphere of

life were the fittest instructors for the ne-

groes, and he strongly recommended the
employment of missionaries from the Mo-
ravian Brethremn, on whom, as a sect, he
pronounced high encomiums. These mis-
sionaries he would engage as school-
masters, And, to encourage the negroes
to receive 1instraction and baptism, he
would suggest that registers of their spi-
ritual improvement should be kept, and
that such of them as were thus
be compétent, should be admitted to give
evidence in courts of justice. This dis-
tinction would gratify that natural ambi-
tion which the negroe, as well as every
other human being, has to acquire im-
~ portance, The Right Reverend Prelate,

who had 'shewn so laudable an anxiety for
the improvement of the negroes, would, he
trusted, give his support to a measure of
this sort. When he saw that temporal
inducements were requisite to procure
clergymen to preach the gospel, he could
not think it improper that such induce-
ments should be held out to the negroes to
become Christians.~—Lord BaTuURsT, after.
some observations on the colonial legis-
lative provisions for the registry of slaves,
dand on the further measures contemplated
at home, added, that in what the neble
Lord had said respecting the appointment
of curates, he had done justice to the
intentions of the. legislature of Jamaica,
The salary of £300. ocurrency, which
amounted to little more than £150, had
been found insufficient; and besides, the
duties which the curates had to perform
were . not described. The objection as to
salary had, however, been removed, and
ke hoped that proper appointments would
speedily take place. 'The noble Lord
thought that there was a difficulty in pro-

curing a preper supply -of clergymen of

the Established 'Church, and -certainly
considerable difficulty had been experi-
enced ‘in that respect, though the Right
Reverend Prelate who had been applied to
had made every effort to overcome it.
Great difficulty arose from this circum-
stance, that ne person can be ordained by
2 bishop, except for some specific. prefer-
ment or duty within the diocese of that
prelate.. The Bishop of London wusually
made :the appointments, but, in fact, le
had no legal wauthority over the West

What the legislature

proved to

India Islands. In the beginning of last
century, it had occurred to Bishop Sher-
lock, that there was something irregularin
the exercise of that authority ; and, upon
investigation, that was found to be the
case. Still, hewever, it had been found

necessary to continue the practice of-ordi-

nation for the colonies ; but in doing se, -
the Bishop of London overstepped,in some -
measure, the bounds of his authority,
There was, of course, no little difficulty in

the Bishop taking all the responsibility on
himself. When a person was ordained for

general colonial service, 1t was well known
that the examination was not of ‘precisely

the same nature as that which would take
place were he to exercise his clerical

duties within the diocese. It would there-

fore be advisable to obtain some security,

that persons ordained for the eolonies did

actually go to them, and when there, did

not immediately return to act as clergy-
men in this country. The ngble Lord had.

adverted to meansof enabling a certain
portion of the black population te give

evidence in courts of justice; and it ap-’
peared to him that for that purpose it was

necéssary for the negroes to possess a com-

petent knowledge of the Christian religion,

He agreed with the. noble Lord in this

view of the subject; for the mere certifi..
cate of baptism would not be a proef of
improvement in religious knowledge, if the

hegroes could obtain it without due prepa-

ration. They would willingly be baptized.
three or four times over, as they believed
it to be @ charm against enchantment . ——

The Bismop of LonponN said, the moble
Lord who had in so able a manner brought
forward this question, had dene - him no-
thing but justice in attribuiing to bim a
sincere wish for the religious and meoral

improvement of the mnegroes. . He could
not, however, agree with the noble Lord in
the manner in which he had proposed to
communicate that religious instruetion.
The noble Lord had been teo ready in con-
cluding that receurse ought to .be had to
sectaries, and that temporal inducements
were necessary to induce clergymen of the
Chureh of England to perform their duty. -
The Church of England had as yet had
very little opportunity of making efforts in
the colonies. The clergymen appointed
for Jamaica had, in some publications,
been blamed for not doing more than they
had yet accomplished; but what was ex-
pected of them was really beyond their
physical powers. There were in Jamaica
19 parishes of great extent; each of these
parishes was from 30 to 40 miles long, and
about 20 or 30 hroad. It was not pos-
sible, therefore, for any man to maintain
that sart of cooinunication with the popu-
lation of such parishes, as might subsist
between a clergyman and the population
of a ‘parish in England. Whbhen he wag
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informed of the act- gwanting £300 cur-
rencyas:salary for éuiates, he made inquiry
among merchants:acquainted with Jamaica,

ag ta the propriety. of that sumy and they

assured him that it was: not sufficient to

majntaic. any person in-the character of a

gentleman. In consequernce of his. repre-
sentations on the subject, the salary had

‘been increased to £500 currency, which

he understood amounted to something be-
tween £250 and £260 sterling. This it
was expected would be found sufficient,
and thus ene great difficulty as to the
appointments was removed. He did- not
yeét, however; know what conditions: would
be proposed along with the salary., What
the noble -Secretary of State had said on
the subject of the appointments was cor-
rect. It had been fdund, after an inquiry
made by the law-officers of the crown, that
thee Bishop: of London: had no jurisdiction
over the colonies, They bad, however,
from- the necessity of the case, continued
to.act, and had correspended on the subject.
of: appointments with the governors of the
West-India islands. The learned prelate
proceeded to detail at great length mea-

sures -which have been adopted for the
religious - instruction of the negroes, and

observed, that that instruction was best
confided in the hands of the clergy of
the Established Church.——Lord HoL-
LAND - explained that in using the words
temporal inducements, "he meant what

was admitted, that the salary was thought
persons educated for the-

insufficient for
Chureh: of England : he had, therefore,
recommended the  Moravian: Brethren as
a- means of  removing that difficulty.
The - noble "Secretary of State was not
cerrect-in saying that %e thought a com.
petent-knowledge in the Christian religion
necessary to “the admission of negroes to
give  evidence in courts of justice.
wished it to be distinctly understood, that
.he had :given no opinion on that question.
He- had' merely said, that many persons
were of opinion, that a considerable degree
of religious instruction must precede any
mmprovement in the condition of the slaves,
and it was with the view of conciliating
that epinion he had suggested the plan
which he had briefly deseribed.
s Englisk Catholics.
House of Commons. March 4.
NvuGENT rose to present a petition from
the English Catholics, praying for relief

from certain grievous civil disabilities

to which tley were ‘well known to be
subject. The petition was signed by up-
wards of 10,300 persons,  many of whom
represented families of the highest rank
and antiquity - in -the kingdom:
head of this listy which ocontained eleven
péers and thirtéen :Buronels, was his Grace
the Puke of Ndrfolky liereditary Earl Mar-

trymen (the Roman Catholics) stood-emi-

He,

Lord

At the
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shal- of the kingdom. The statements in
the - petition had undergone such -ample
and frequent discussion,  that the minds of.
memibers must: be sufficiently informed as
to them. The prayer was for a relief.to
which that House would think the. péti-
tioners highly and peeunliarly entitled. He
felt happy to be assured, that the.general
feeling on this-question was fair, good and.
candid,. When he contemplated the me-
mory of the great and good men in whose.
hands such a petition had. been formerly
placed, he acknowledged, with unaffected
dismay, that he felt himself unfit for the
task., It was natural also that he.should
feel diffident in coming forward as the
advocate of a question which:for so long a|
time had the support-of that. man whose
loss the House - had:so recently to deplore,
(the late Mr. Elliot, Member for Peter-
borough,) a man-whese whole life had: been
spent in the strict and able discharge of
these high duties which his situation as
a statesman- and a senator had required,
and who died, leaving the bright example.
of so many public and private.. virtues,
among whiech his zeal and perseverance
in behalfof his long-suffering fellow-coun-

nently censpieuous. When this question
had engaged the attention: and employed
the talents of such 2 man as Wyndham,
and of so many other distinguished sena-
tors, from Elliot up to Burke and Saville,
up to that period when. the first repeal of
that bloody and unnaturel code, the penal
laws, took place, it was. natural that he.
should be diffidént at the cons¢iousness of
his owm inability to follow in their path,
and to take upon himself the advocacy of
a cause in which they had acquired such
deserved celebrity. It was, however; a
relief to him, that this subject would; he
presumed, be breught forward at an early
periody, by a right honourable member,
(Mr. H. Grattan,) who had everstood-fore-
most in'advecatiny the rights of his Roman-
Catholic countrymen—a man,; whose pre-
sence alone (Mr. Grattarn was ther in his
seat ) forbade him from saying: what he felt
with respect to his powerful talents: and.
incessant exertions, as the first-and the last-
in the great-and glorious cause of religious:
liberty. (Here the noble Lord entered.into:
a detail of the great severity with. which
the penal laws pressed upon. the Remant:
Catholics, and commented at some Iength-
upon the patience and the uniformly steady-
conduct with which they bore their pri-
vations.) He would not enter into the
question, how far the House aught to make
the grant which the Catholics sought for;
the subject of negociation; but. his own-
opinion was; that-it would do »o good.
It would tend to creatd. differences- and-
divisions amongst the Catholics themsaelves,:
and: wonld certainly lessen * the value wof
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the gift wliieh: ihe kaqri's}at,urei ~might :bes
dispoved &~ bestow. - TPhe petitionersicoms
plained, and, he: conceived, -with. justice
complained, that they were: subjected to:
two grievances—the one, political disqua-
. lification, and the other; religious obloquy;
the ldtter arising out ‘of the:former. They.
complained that these were not the con-
sequence of ‘any political tenets hostile: to
the government of: the country, but for
religious apinions, for-which, he conceived,
they ought to be responsible to God alene.
Was-it, e would asky consistent with the
nild and:tolerant nature of' the British
constitution, that se lJarge a portionof our
countrymen should: be- thus held:in con-
tinued obloquy, because they differed from
a great body of: their feHllow-subjeets in
some religious points ? They were English-
men by birth, by edueation; and by feeling ;
and yet, because they professed an attach-
ment to.certain religious principles, which
to them appeared to be right, they were
insulted, debased, and rendered aliens in
their native land. Would any gentleman,
in a.company of gentlemen, think. anether
less worthy of the ordinary marks.of re.
spect paid in civilized society, because he
adhered with steady attachment to certain
religious rules; or would he attempt to
impugn the motives for such belief? Un.
doubtedly not; aud yet for nething mere
than. that attachment were the Roman
Catholics of this country deprived of their
rights as British subjects. The noble Lord
adverted to the signing of Magna Charta,
which. had 'been extorted by that love .of
liberty. and attachment to their country
which distinguished the Roman: Catholics
of these days ;. leve and attachment which,
e wonld assert without fear of contra-
diction, had not less characterized their
Romawn Catholic descendants:to the present
peried. Hesaid that the attachment of the
Roman Catholics to their religion daring.
x:long period of persecution and suffering,,
was a proaf of their honour and good faith.
In these, he maintainedy. wonld the Pro-
testants find their best security, -Without
thein,. there. could be neothing to depend
upon.; with them, they had.every gna-
rantee which it was possible to expeect.
With these impressions: strong upon his
mindj.he begged to present to.ithe. House
the - petition of the: Roman: Catholics of
Eugland. Their situation, he begged to
remark, was worse: than the- Roman Ca-
tholics af Ireland; they were debarred .of
many privileges which the Irish Catholics
enjoyed. - At the. same time he begged to
be: understocd, as mot wishing to separate
their interests, He conceived the. benefit:
of emanciprtion equally. dueto ally and:
however highly he' valued each as & bady,.
herwonld not:advooate the: rights:of-either,
16 the -exclusion of tha: other.  His: object
was, that conciliatory measures should be

adopted towards thein:all, a3 he was: sure
that wauld-be «:steq tendihg:to.consolidate
the: strength of: the: empire. The  petis
taoners did ‘notvenumerate;theirgrievauoes;a |
they complained generally of their exelux
sion from' politieal rights;. and: they reliod
for their restoration upen the- justicd;. wis.
dom, andliberality of Parliament.. =~
Lord. MorrrTH: wished ito: takse an' early
opportunity: of expressing, his opinion of
the character:of the petitioners; who were,
by an' unjust law, deprived of the: miedns
of exerting their abilities: in' the manner
which, as British subjects, they had airight

to - expect. - They did net speak of their

loyalty, for that the house knew well; but
they humbly prayed that the house:might
take the subject of their grievances inte
serious consideration. He trusted the House
would de so, for no portion of his Majesty’s
subjects. possessed stronger claims on the
attention of the legislature.
~ Dr, PHILLIMORE conceived the subject
of so much importance, that he could not
suffer the present epportunity to: pass
without offering a.few observations. The
House had heard the-nature of the petition ;
they would hear that many of the names
affixed to it were the descendants of men
whose bravery and patriotisitn were: mixed
up with the brightest annals of English
history. They would find the names of
men to whose ancestors-the coantry owed
so much on many aad important-occasions,
but who were now; by am illiberal and
cruel code, deprived of the means of fol~ -
lowing the glorious example which: their
forefathers had left them'; but who, never-
theless, were still distinguisired for their
private virtues, and every way- worthy of
their country and their birth. Well lnd
the noble Lord who presented the petitigw
said ' that the subject was impertany.. It
was indeed highly so, and: he trusted that
every member of the Howse 'would give-it
his' most serious' consideration, before its
merits came to be discussed ; and’ that
they wounld consent to have wiped: from:
their statute-book a code so repugmnont to
the mild spirit and principles of the con-
stitution, so disgraceful to the charaeter of
their coumtry as'a free nation. The tine
for considering this question he considéied
was pecubarly favourable. We were at
the beginning of a new' parliament; at a
period of profound peace, and-when every
thing conspired to render am inquivy: ef.
fective: He thowght that this consideration
was:due to the -character and conduet of
the Roman Catholi¢s, whe, though remark-
able: for their loyalty and attaschment to the:
constitntion, were nevertheless subjected
to- penalties fo ‘whieh no otker: portion qf
lés Majesty’s subyects wereexposed.. |
Mr, W, Smren did' notiinténd to have’
addressed the House; upon-this sabjeet, buat
was induced: to offer one oBservation in
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consequence of what had fallen from the
hon. and learned gentleman who'last ad-
dressed the House.

were subject to the same political dlsabl-
lities: as the Roman Catholics; but. it
should be recollected, ' that the Protestant
Dissenters, of whom he had ever been one,
were exposed to the same test oaths, to the
same disahilities, and, with the exception
of eligibility to a seat in parliament, of
which ke was an instance, were incapable
of holding any situation, civil or military.
He was a friend to the prayer of the peti-
tioners new before the House. He was as
anxious as any man that they should be
admitted to an eqbal participation of the
benefits of the constitution with their Pre-
testant brethven; but at the same time he
hoped the House Would consider, that when
they discussed the merits of the Catholic
question, they showld not omit the claims
of the Protestant Dissenters, which were
equally founded in justice.

The Petition was then read, and ordered
to lie on the table, and to be pnnted

,-House of Lords. Marcb 15. Lord Auck-
LAND moved the order- of the day for the
cominitment of the Chimney-Sweepers’ Bill,
designed to supersede after a time the use
of climbing-boys. He relied upon the
facts that had come out in evidence. The
iuhabitants of the parish of Christ-Church,
he sald had met to petition against the
bill. In the course of the proceedings, it
was suggested that it would be proper in
the first place te try how far it was prac-
ticable to sweep chimneys by machmer).

A machine was produced, and experiments -

made ; and the result was so sutisfactory,
that the very persons who assembled for
the purpose of petitioning against the Bill,
actually signed a petition for it. Anocther
fact had eccurred in making experiments
on the chimneys connected with the House
of Gommons. In consequence of the di-
rections of the Speaker, a person had
proceeded to sweep with a machine, and
he could only sweep 19 chimneys out of
61. The housekeeper, however, was de-
termined to continue the experiment, and
under his superintendence no less than
60 out of the 61 were swept. The chimney
that remained unswept, required some
alteration to make it accessible to the
machine.~—~The Earl of LAUDERDALE con-
ftended that no machine that would answer
the purpose had been invented; the Bill
would therefore increase the danger of
fire in the metropolis. With regard to
this Bill, as in many other cases, mankind
were carried away by ideas of humanity.
He eoncluded with telling stories relating
to his taking calomel, and to an Irishman
whe, sending, acco rdmg to country customn,
a goose up his chimaey to sweep it, was

It had been said that
no other portion of his Majesty’s subjects

-
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reproved by a humane neighbour, who
said that he might have sent up twg ducks.»
——The Earl of Harrowsy was not able
to entertain their lordships with any jokes,
either relative to himself, or extracted from
Joe Miiler, but beheved very little was
necessary to support a measure founded in
humanity, and which they had reascn to
conclude was perfectly practlcable.. The
noble Earl had shifted his ground, and no
longer rested on his general principles
with regard to free labour. The best ar-
gument for the Bill was, that it would
afford time and oppnrtumty for making
the arrangements necessary to the abolition
of climbing boys.—On a division, there
were for the Bill, contents, 20; non-
contents, 37 : ma;onty, 17. Thus the Bill

i8 lost. 4
-*—l
L1TERARY. o
A society has been established at Car-

marthen, under the title of The Cambrian
Society, for the preservation of the remains
of ancient British literature, poetical, his-
torical, antiquarian, sacred and moral, and
for the encouragement of the natmna]
music. The first object of the Society is
to collect a complete catalogue of all Welsh
manuscripts, in the principality and else-
where. Copies will be taken, as opportu-
nity serves, of -all manuseripts that may be
discovered, such copies to be lodged in the
British Museum A complete collection of
Welsh printed books is also contemplated,
to be deposited in the library belonging to
the school in Gray’s Inn Lape. The So-
ciety has requested Mr. Edward Williams
to reside, for a certain portion of the year,
at Carmarthen, to superintend the printing
of the Society’s publications, and Zo give
instructions to young students in Welsh
poetry and literature. Mr. Williams’s
prospectus of collections for a2 new History
of Wales, collected and translated from
ancient historical decuments in the Welsh
language, is printed and pubhshed at the
expense of the soclety.

It is well known that in spite of his
own positive denial, the late Sir Philip
Francis bas been asserted to he the au-
thor of the Letters of Junius. 1If indeed
he were, his threat is fulfilled and the
secret has perished with him. Sir Philip’s
will, dated April 28, 1818, contains no
allusion whatever to- Junius. A tract is
now: in the course of publication at Edin-

e

* The House of Commons has had seme
experience of this course of parliamentary
tactics, by which a bumane propovsal is
laughed out of doors ; but it may be ques-
tioned whether success in this case will be
accounted an honourable triumph by the:
public and posterity.
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2 eoh: from the pen of C. M. Chalmers,
%’?qg?;he object o]f)' which is, to refute the
retensions of Sir P. Francis, and to esta-
blish the claims of another eminent cha-
racter, hitherto unsuspected.. -
At the Prince Regent’s Levee, on the
18th ilxsf.., Mr. J. T. VALPY was 'p_resented
f()i‘ the purpose of‘ deli‘vermg into the
hands of his Royal Highness the first
pumber of the new combined edition of
the Delphin and Variorum Classics.

The valuable oriental MSS. bequeathed
to the University of Cambridge, by the
celebrated African traveller, BURCKHARDT,
consisting of upwards of 300 volumes,
have safely arrived, and are now deposited
in the Public Library. |

Sir J. E. Smith is about to publish a
Reply to Professor Mouk and the -Quar-
terly Review on the subject of his late
treatment at Cambridge. ‘

The third volume of ¢ Sermons for the
Use of Families,” by the Rev. Mr. Butcker,
of Sidmouth,” will be published in the
course of the ensuing month.

h e ——
FOREIGN.
| FrANCE.
. Violent political agitations have pre-
vailed during the last ‘month in Franee,
occasioned by the opposition of the
Chamber of Peers to the liberal measures
of\ the government.
to see the ministers of the crown engaged
in conflict with a party whose avowed
object it is to increase the power of the
monarch, Thbe Ultras, or violent -mo-
narchists, in the House of Peers, were a
majority of 93 to 54. To turn the scale,
the government has adopted the revolu-
tionary measure of creating 60 new peers,
by which it has.obtained a majority. Of
these new peers, there are 15 out of 23
persons, excluded by the ordinance of 1815
as suspected Napoleonists. All of then
are advocates of liberal opinions; many of
them military men; and one, if not more,
a Protestant, The Upper Chamber con-
sisted before of 208 members, not includ-
ing “ Sons of France, the Princes of the
blood, and the Chancellor, President of
the Chamber.” This bold step has en-
raged the French Tories, and they have
fomanted disturbances in the proviuces.

.At Nismes the yell of intolerance has been -

again heard in the streets; but by the re-
solution of the Protestants and the vigour
of the government, the assassins of 1815
had not, when the [ast dispatches arrived,
proceeded beyond threatenings. |

_ - Letters from Paris of the date of 24th
1stant, represent (that the agitations re-
specting' the law . of . elections, which the

‘scribed.”
of London have been .again and again

It is something new

revtnal.

Ultras wished to alter, are at an end.
‘The proposition of 'the Peers to that effect
was rejected in the Chamber of Deputies
by a majority of 56 votes, out of a totil
of 244, The chamber consists of 250
members, and there are four or five seats
vacant, so that net above ‘one or two
members were absent: a striking proof of
the deep, interest taken by the assembly
in public:questions, and of the resolution
of the majority to discharge - their duty
as guardians of the Charter. A popular
English Journal (The Times) has patorally
coutrasted the. fidelity of the French
Chamber with the carelessness displayed
in our own parfiament, .‘where, upon an
average of attendance, the. gravest sub.
jects are disposed of by .one third of the
members. The speech of the keeper of
the seals in the Chamber of Deputies
“ tore the veil that concealed from publie
view the horrible. assassinations that -took
place in the South of France during the
years 1815 and 1816, and produced in
the chamber an effect difficult -to be de-
Yet, the Dissenting ministers

charged with aggravating these enor-
mities! This is another proof that time
is in alliance with ‘truth. The prepon-
derance of the liberal party in the Chambey
of Peers is now decided: in a division on.
a question, calculated to try the strength
of the parties, the ministers had a majority
of 119 to 47. ' S

SRty

Both Catholicsand Protestantsin France

were, till lately, characterized by religious

indifference. Nothing in England. struck
& Protestant minister of Paris with more

surprise, on a visit which he made two or -

three years ago to this country, than the
number of theological publications, and
especially magazines, issuing from our
press. In France, he observed, there was

.noe controversy, nor was there a single re-
‘ligious monthly  publication.

Since the
period of his visit, there has been a visible
movement in the public mind of France, in
favour of inquiry and reform ; as a proof
of which, it may be stated, that the Pro-
testants have set up a monthly publication,

entitled Archives du Christianisme, and

the liberal Catholics another, under the
title of Chronique Religieuse. The Pra-
testant Magazine was established, we sus-

pect, at the instance of some zealous
7 ‘

Calvinists in-England, as a means of pro-
moting in France an ¢ evangelical”
It must, however, be differently
conducted before it produces this:or:any
other effect: the numbers of it that we

‘have seen are very meagre, The Gutho-

lics are more fortunate in their work,.

owing . principally to .their Editor, the

Abbé Gregoire, who is well knewn far

_his talents and philanihropy. [Mon. Repos.
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XAL. 7,8.] The Chronique cannot he com-
pared .vnth our English magazines; but it
iis compiled with ability.and dlsplavs some
sspmt, and has now:and then some interest-
articles of intelligence. The design of
tthe Abbé Gregoire -and his associates, is
tto uphold the liberties of the “Gallican
hurch, against the Ultra-montane, - or
‘opish factmn, to .expose 'the bigots in
the.church of Franee, who are disposed to
introduce the docmne of the Infallibility
of the Pope and the habit of unconditional
ubmission to Rome; to defend.and pro-
ect the clergy who took - the liberal side
in the Revolution; and generally, .to .op-
pose and correct suparstition, and to
encourage as .much freedom of thinking
and acting as .is eonsistent with: the Ca.
tholic religien in its most liberal form. -

The Gallicun isy.in some degree,-a Re-
farmed Church. Such,.at laast, .it.apgpears
in the eyes of .the Pope ‘and,. .we are sorry
to say, of some of the Enghsh ‘Catholic
priests. Dr. Paynter, Vicar Apostolic of
the London Dzstrzct, .has lately adepted a
measure of some severity towards the
French priests residing .in his provinee,
who amount in mumber to wnearly 490,
kle has required them to sign, under pain
of interdiction, a -declaration of absolute
subjection to Pius VI L., and Pius himself,
bya bull, dated. Snepteniher 19, 1818, has

p,pmved the Vicar’s proeeeding. He de-
clares. the nensubscribers. sciismatics. A
papal bull is, hawever, not what it once
was: while some -of -the French priests,
within the titnlar see :of Lendon, have
subscribed unpeonditionally, others ‘have
done 'so .only with gqualifications, and the
magority have refused all subscription
whatever : these are suspemlcd-from their
functions.

The new Concordat, proposed in 518!17
had, in the middle of last year, given rise
in France to ebout thirty publications,
pro and con. The controversy is yet wanm

and appears likely to continue.

Since the peace,.Scloals for all havae
been introduced .into France, and, though
the oldest is not yet.three years old there
are already eight hundwed of them! Mhese
schools propagate themselves : 1o establish
one in .a provime, it has been well said
Jyy our benevelent. neighbours, is 'to sow
the seed of more. They have had to en-
counter in France the same objections
which have obstructed their progress in
England, but the press ensures their suc-
‘cess. . The French call them Schools of
mutual dnstructian. The Society which
promotes them have individually and col-
Jectively issued many publications relating
to them: they have now established a
Mawthiy Joumal of Eduoation to give
information of the sucocess of the mew
Anethod.

Lo crown all, a Beéble Joviety has %om

. Intelligence.

“and the chambers,

\

ﬁorezgn. Franee.

-established at Paris, under. t}le sanctmn of
the .government. : -

gy

The Duke de Richelicu has lately shewn
a degree of disinterestedness and genero-
sity which is not cemmon with statesmen

‘On his retirement from -office, to make ‘way
for the present ministers, the two.Chambers,

oin a message to that effect from the
'king, passed a law creating in his favour
a mafjorat of 50,000 franes (upwards of
£2,000 per annum). Whilst the Jaw was
in progress, he signified his intention of
.not accepting the proposed grant. The
gratitude of Louis XVIII, however, to a

.man who had eontributed so much to the

-restoration of thre Bourbon family, which
‘was also felt or feigned by the ministers
urged -on -the ‘mensure.
It is now law; but the Duke, adhering to
:his resolution ‘(a. resalution dtﬁ'ermg from
that of -a reyal English Duke, ona recent
occasion) of -not addmg to the -burdens of
the state, bhas signified to the imayor - of
Bourdeaux, that the- ‘pension, so honourably
:granted-to thim, shall be devoted to “seme
estabbishment for the relief -of ; ‘humanity”’
in that town, with which his family was
formerly conneeted. Whatever may be
thought of the Buke de Richelieu’s ser-
vices to the people:of France, his patriotic
and benevolent .example deserves to be
recorded for the .admonition of statesmen
and in’ lmnom of hwmman nature,

Seveml sangurnary anti fatal duels have
lately taken place in [Franee, in conse-
‘quence of which the. Attomey-General in
the royal .court of .Paiis, (M. Bellart,) has
institnted prosecutions against -the ‘survi-
vors. He states that.this measuredas been
adopted ¢ not on acconut of any viclation
of the riles consecratéd hy usage in cases
of single .combat, but beecause voluntary
homicide, aceording te the daws of France,
18 2 crime, even though the wesuht of o
duel, unless the duel is \mpremadrtatéd
and efnwng!ed in -solely firom ithe necessity
of self-defence ; because a pre-concerted
duel 1s an im(lt to the laws, which gives
o ane the ~r;i.lgt~ht of avenging his own
cause ; because the public ministry, spe-
cially: appdmted to enforce 'the exeoution
of the Aaws, would betray all its dufiés in
not pmsecutmg the knewn awuthers of
ascertained -howmicides; and because the
‘maintenance «of puablic security, and the
peace of families and sopiety is deeply
interested in preventing the propagation
of the fatal and anti-secial -error, that
‘human life may be destroyed, provrded it
a8 in a <duel, without the fear of inourTing
any kind of fp:amshmmtf“ -

BMarriage appears tmﬂ 1o be regarded
as a civil eantract. The isferior sribuhal
of JLouvain has condommed ‘the Siear



A mel}e'gence.-‘—-’.-Forez‘g?i. -

Vansoens, ‘parish-
in a fine of 100 francs, for having given
‘the nuptial benediction to persons not
marned befor@zhe ctnl magnstrates., SO
There Iately appeared at Paris, in -three
volumes, 12mo.; Psalmi ad Hebraicam ve-
ritatem tramlatz el 'in ordinem naturalem
digestiy attributed to a modest and virtnous
magistrate, who has studied profoundly the
original language, and who, in 1809, pub.-
lished a French tramslation: 'of the Psalter.
-M. Mazlle&-la-()oste professor of elo-
quenee in the royal college of Montpelier,
already kuown -by warks which shew fine
talents, has just published at Paris, an
eulogy on Rallin, an eisay for the:prize
proposed’ by -the "French ‘Academy. In
vindicating Rollin, the professor launches
his thunders agamst the Jesmts, Rollm 8
enemies. |
"Fhe bod:es of - Descartes Mon{faucon
and . Mabillon, have been removed with
becoming funeral pomp, from the Musée
des Antiques, and mten'ed in the Church
of St. Germain Després. ~ Exclusive ‘of a
separate inscription on a' coffin of each,
the following has been engraved as com-
mon to the three :—¢¢ Quorum cineris reli-
giosé primum loculis suis conditos, debine
“communi fato per xxv.annos inter profana
exules, cum terre sacre renovati piarum
exequiarum pompi redderentur, regia in-
scriptionum ‘et humaniorum litterarum aca-

demia, titulis adscnptns, ser xonbus ﬁetatlb us,
commendaw’t . -

L

-~ Span, |

The late rising at Palencia [p. 133] was
more serious than was at first imagmed.
Eighty individuals, many of them distin-
guished by rank and services, have been
arrested ; and the number-liable to arrest
throughout Spain, from a supposed con-
 nexion with the same plot, amouuts to the
alarming number of 4700 persons. Elio,
the governor of Valencia, has received a

letter, threatening revenge from' ¢ a thou-

sand ponmrds” for the blood lately shed,
Whilst the intelligence from every other
country of Europe shews the progress of
the human mind, and at once excites the
hopes and gratlﬁes the desires of the Chris-
tian philanthropist, the news from Spain,
whether political, ecclesiastical or literary,
only raises'a sigh over poor human nature.
. The Madrid Gazette announces, for in-
‘stance that the general of the Capuchms,
in_his quality of Gramdee of Spain of ' the
first class, has had the honour of being
covered in the presence of thg king : at the
same time appears the decree of the Grand
- Inquisitor, prohibiting certain books, such
asdnnaleo de l' Inquisition, by M. Llorente
[See p.91.] Al reading, however is not

Suppressed : the . prespectus of a weekly
journal’ has reached’ us, which- is to be
VOL. X1v. 2F

priest sof - Cortenaeken,

Spaz'n. Italy. e

devoted, not:to: dangevous ‘mattérs of’ pos
litics. a . religion, but to dull.fights:!:: flt
is. prop, sed.in this work, so: ﬁtted to: Spam
in its: present state, ‘to glve the: detail: of
every encounter, the. geunealogy -of every
animal, who is its master, the names of the:
Zoreado'res, ‘Picadores; Matadores, -&e.the

- arms employed, the wounds received, the

dogs let into the ring, the nuimber:- of
horses killed and also wounded, and whe-
ther shghtly or mortally - Wortby studies’
for'the subjects of Ferdman(i -man-millineér:
to the Virgin Mary!. The reader has: - pro-:
bably had en ough of this prospectus ;- - bat
it may. add to his stock of: ,knuwledge to
be mfm'med that: the projected’ magazine.
will detail the operations of two. ‘important
personages, recessary: to the getting up: of
a - bull-fight, accordiag to etiquette: the
one is the Zangman, . who has his box on
one side of the arena, in, order to be ready,
if any : toreador-break' the rules  of .this
noble contest, to inflict upon him the pre=
scribed punishment, namely, two hundred.
lashes ;- the otheris.a priest, a father con-
Jessor, wha is'in another box-at hand, with
his consecrated oil to -administer supreme
unction to any of the toreadores who may
be morta]ly wounded . |
, ITaLy. | R

Rome.—The Diario di Roma, or Joumal

of Rome, announces that an Englishman,

M. Sams has recently bought upon the

continent a complete manuscript of: the
Hebrew Pentateuch, of very high anti-
quity. It is written upon skin, thought to
be goat-skin, and forms two volumes, or
rolls, two feet broad, and one hundred and
sixty-nine leng. It is said to- have been
obtained from a reduced:Jewish family,
who, haviug given itin pledge for a limited
tlme had not: the means of: redeeming it.
This valunble ‘manuscript is ‘not unigue,
(says the Ckronique Religieuse, ) i, indeed,
it he not the same -that was: in.the pos-
session of M. de la Serna Santander;.at
Brussels which we once saw at-his honse
and of wluch he gives a description in the
leamed catalogue of, his library,:Vol. L.

p- 8; he believed it the: most ancient . in
Europe. This manuseript, formed of fifty-
seven . skins, sewed with. threads of ' the
same material, is‘a hupdred and thirteen
feet long, the characters ;Jarge and band-
some, without vowel pmnts. .

aaaaaa

A Leipzig hterary Jouiual ~announces
the discovery of a treasure in ecclesiastical
literature. - The celebrated Ulphilas; the
Arian bishop of the Goths, who ﬂonnshed
about the yenr 369, had, it is well known,
translated the Holy Scnptures into his own
languago, called Ma-sogotluc. * This trans-

lation was wholly lost, until the year 1597,
when a oonsldcnble ort of the four'gospols
was found in the llbmry of a monastery in

209 ~
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Westphalia, The manudeript is called the
Codex Argenteus, from the lotters being in
gilver and gold . It is in the libvary of
Upsal,and is highly valued by the 8wédes.
- There have been three editions of it, the
first at Dort, in 1665 ; the second at Stovk-
holn, in 1672; and the third at Oxford,
in 1750. The Oxford edition contains the
observations of Bengelius, and remarks,
together with a Gothic grammair, by thé
learned editor, Mr. Edward Lye. Long
afterwards, a discovery was wmuade 6f «
manuscript in the library of Wolfembutel,
which contained fragments of the Epistle
to the Romans : this was published in 1762,
Sach is the history of this fameus work
down to the present times. The account
from Leipzig is, that the Abbé dnge Muaio,
one of the librarians of the Ambrosian
Iabrary of Milan, to whom we ave already
indebted for the racovery and publication
of several inedited fragments of ancient
aathors, lately discovered, on examining
some manuscripts, that under the Latin
writing there was another writing of a

different cast; this writing thus disguised

by the superficial manuscript, he has found
. t6 be Ulphilas’s Masogothic Translation
of the Thirteen Cationical Epistles of
Paul, which was considered to be entirely
lost. The Abbé proposzes to publish this
_translation, for which already Ulphilanian
types, of different sizes, huve been founded.
This publication, which will throw new
light over the sacred writings, is said to
be impatiently expected by the learned.
| . ——
_An edition, by subscription, of the com-
plete works of M. Tanmiburini, is projected
at Miian, to make thirty-four volumes in
octavo. Tdamburing is ove of the professors
of the university of Pavia. Hig produc-
tions, Lutin and Fralian, dre acooutted
the classical books on their several sub-
jects. In advanced age he preserves, it
is said, all the energy of his intellectual
faculties and of his  ¢haracter. He is

quoted as & proof that Italy is not the sedt

of prejudice and stperstition ; having dis-
Played throughout the whole of his length.
ened life exempliry Zeal in-opposing li-
. centious casuists, Attterers of power, and
abettors of ulirdmontdne prejudices, snd
in pratioting the trimph of ‘the trae prin.
ciples of religion, whichi ulways engaped
both his understatidlitig und his affections.
A hew "Latih ‘ translation of the Psalbns
hus been lately pablished at. Genve, by
M. Frunpois Ricardi, who had previously
publistied in the seihé Taiguiige & trans.
Htloft of the Canvicles, - o
b - ...u... N . P ;
A hoydl decréd Bus bedn issued at Naples,
« for'the extablishiftent’ of 4n sgylum for the
poor dlind. -
L iadbbin )

~upon him.

Intelligenté.—Foveign.  United States 6f America.

" It is announced on authority that the
episcopal sees of Piedmont, to the nadmber
of fifteen, have been récently ftled. TFhe
superseding of sodie of Bonaparte’s bi-
shops, and particularly of Mareniini, is
regretted by the liberal joarnalists, they
being described us able and extsllent meén.
As a compensation, however, they statc
with mmch satisfaction, that the Sardinian
government, atthie desire of the Pope, has
raised somie parish priests to the episvopal
ranky mnuch to the ehagrin of the nobiesse,
who had, until thie French Revolution,
appropriated tlte bishoprics to their own
order. 'The slevation of M. d’> Angénnes,
formerly a priést in the diocese of Tarin,
is a mensures much extolled, he being a
declared foe to tyranny. He is bishop of
Alessandria.  Bis pastoral letter on- oniter-
ing upon his office is published, and ex-
tracts from it are before us, which fully
justify the praise that has been bestowed
A In Piedmont, feudal titles are
kept:up, and the new bisfmp'addfessec the
order of moblesse with great faithfalness,
on the rights of the poor. - The pastoral
letter is in Latin, and yet a part of it is
directed to titled females. Another pas-
toral letter is much spoken of, that of
M. Biger, bishop of Pignerol. This is in
French, which appeéars to be generally
used in the diocesé. One great object of
the letter is to reéclaim the Protestants of
the valleys of Paudoeis, which are in the
diocese of Pignerol : the tone of it is said
to be mild and affectionate. The Protes-
tants in the valleys amount to ahout 18,000 ;
they are under the superintendence of a
dozen ministers, to each of whom the Sar-"
difiian government allows an annhual salary
of & thousand francs, about forty gnineas.
UNI1TED STATES OF AMERICA.

The legrislature of the Vnited States has
given gredt umbrage to the politicians of
Europe, by their refusing, ¢ontrary to the
report of oné of theéir own committees, to
censare General JacRson for his conduot
in seizing two of the Spanish posts, und
putting to death, as spies, two Enplishmen
of the nimes of dmbrister and Arbtitdnot,
who were found fighting on the side of
the Indians &t war with the United States.
One of these unfortunaté men wis éxacuted
in deflanée of the verdict of & court-murtial.
The transsotion appeare to Be éontrary to
the law of nations, and is certainly marked
by ¢ruelty. But Amerien will be punished
by lows of chatuéter: the British govern-
ment will, we dare sny, seek no other
revenge than, that whieh it inds in public
optnfom. - -

- The United States have gained a gréat
accession of sirength by ‘th‘ql{urchue of
the Flovidas from Spain. The price s
8000,000 of dollars;, and these &re to be
paid to citizens of the United Staites, as an



- "~ Intelligence.—JForeign.. St. Domingo.

mdemmﬁcatnon for al]gged Spanish spo-
Spain: finds ‘herself tdo weak to .

""toplze 1?, therefore, a king ;
cesgor uf

liationis.
hold these colonies, an tﬁerefore Tesigns

them undpr aeoloarable pteteXt ‘a part of

the price is, no doubt, the stipulated neu-
trality of the United States with regard to
the South Ameérican Républics.” East and
West Florida are estitnated to contain a
population of 40,000 souls. They abound
in the productmns of the Wefst Indies.

Under the  profection and encouragement
of a wise and powerful government, they
will become every year niore valuable,
To the United Statec this territury is of
the greatest 1mportaﬁce, as the passession
of it secuires theit in the south from ¢ontact
with Emopean powers. It leng‘tﬁens too
their line of sea-coast, and gives them
complete comrhand of ‘the mouth of the
Mississippi, and of the Gulph of Mexice.
In war with this cot ntry, thie United States
would now possess increased means of an-
noying the trade of our West-India Islands;

this we lament, but we hope that ihe in.
terests of both nations will long keep them
in a state of peace.

The American newspapers hBave lately
published the following letter to General
Washington, from Lord (then thé Hon,
Thomas) Erskine, in the blank leaf of a
presentation copy of his  View of the
Causes and Consequences of the Present
War with France:’

¢ Sir,~I have taken the Ilberty to in-
troduce your attgust and immhortal name
in a short sentence, which is to be found
in the book I send to you.

“1I have a large acquaintance amongst
the most valuable and exalted classes of
nien: but
for whom I ever felt an awful reverence.

“ 1 singerely pray to God to grant a
long apd serene évening to a lifé so glo-

riously devoted to the universdl hippiness -

of the world.” ~
| « T. ERSKINE.

« Yondon, Mareh 15, 1797.° .

The governmient of New York ddo pted
in 1817 a custom long established in New
" Englund, that of setting apart & day after
harvest to thank the Almighty for his
bounties. “This is at once a t{aahvai of
piéty and of bénevolent gaiety.
tions are made on this day in thie chu rches
and in addléssmﬁ‘ to ﬂétiven thanksgwmos
for the D‘vme leﬂsmgs caxe is taken to
share them : amohg‘st the nec,essni'ous.

St deméo, og Hayrr

- Ouar notice of this country in: the }ast

Number, p. 125, was searcely correat. In-
stead of saying ‘that it is divided into two
‘“ sovereignties,” we should have said that,.
the government of the northern part of

you are the only hiumah befng

. High-street.

‘Collec- .

‘alae the objert of worship.
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‘the island is an absclute monarchy, and

that of the s’outh-west a republic: Chris-
Boyer, the suc-
‘the la:ixented Petum, a plesident.
Both gover nments ave zealously promoting
schools for all.  Ia both, establlsbments

-ate f'mmeéi for the aaxanceme.u't of lite-

rature and sciérice.  And, in thie 1epdbht
at least, the assistance of distinguisheéd
formgnexs is eagerly solicitéd in the pro-
vince of edaention, Here, tod, the firess.
is activé, and blacks and men’ of colour
are ehm!atmg the whifes in the display
of ifelligence. They have several news-
papers and magaziwes.  One of the latter,
P’ Abeille Flaitienne, The Haytiau Bee, is
both political and literary.’ No 21 con-
tains a poem on the immortality of the
soul, against Materialists and Sceptics. In
No. 24 is insertéd a law of the 28th of

Juue 1818, discussed and adopted by the

Chamber of Representatives of Comuiunes,
adopted by the Sénate, and published by
the President, decreemd the establishment,
in évery Jepartment, of an hospital, where
the stck and infirin may receive assistahce
kindness and the consnlatlons Of reﬁg‘idh
LA
- NOTICES.

" Mr. Ashworth of .Ro.s'sendaie announces -
that .there has been received for the New
Urittarian Chapel, Rockdale, from
Liverpool Umtarlan Fellowshlp Fund,’ £20
Sheffield Umtanan Fellowship Fuid, 5

-—‘—-

" Several contiibations have been received
for the Meéting-House, Colciester, which
will be duly acknowle&ged by an "Adver-
tisement, when the aceount is closed.

It iz expeeted that the Seventh Anni-

~versary of the Scottish Unritarian Asso-
_ciation will be held at Edmburgla the last

Sunday in April. |

“Fue Annual Meeting af the Sau‘tlzern
Unitarian Fund Society will be held at
Portsmeuth, an Wednesday, April the 7th,

~the morning service at the General Baptmt

Chapel, Thomas-streét ; and the evening
serviee at the Unitarian Chapel, in ihe
The Rev. Abraham Bennett,
of Pooley, will preach in the meoraing, and
the Rev. "John Fallegar; of Ohxehester, n

. the evcning

w ‘
On Weduesday, Aptil 14, will be hela
at Bridgwater, the Second Mesting of the
Half-¥early Anoemtun of Minisders and

 Friends residing in part of Somerscishire

and Dorsciskire, Wwho are united ‘on- the
intportant prmci le that Gad tbe Father is
The Rev.
Samuel Fawcett, of Yeovil, i& expected to
-preach. D:vine servieg to. begxn at eleven
o’clock.

s
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N EW PUBLICATION S IN THEOLOGY
AND GENERAL LITERATURE

*

'The Christian Reformer, or New Evan-
e;ehcal Miscellany. By the Editor of the
WMonthly Repository. Vol IV, for 1818.
i2meo. Boards 6s:.6d,

Rehg'lous Liberty and the nghts of
“Zonscience and Prwate Judgment grossly
wviolated by an anonymous Writer in the
Gloucester Herald ; with Replies to his
ILctters and Additional Remarks. By the
ilRev. Theophilus Browne, M. A., Minister
oof the Unitarian Chapel in that Clty.
M 2Zmo. .

The Trinitarian’s Appeal Answered, in

Witham. By A Layman. 12meo. 6d.
A View of the Intellectual Powers of
IMan ; with Observations on their Cultiva-
ition, adapted to the Present State of this
‘Country. Read in the Literary and Philo-
sophical Society of Liverpoo! 20th No-
vember, 1818. 8vo.

The Essentials of a Nanonal Church
briefly explained, scripturally enforced,
and humbly recommended to the Conside.
ration of the Legislature. By a Friend to
a more Compreheunsive Liturgy. 8vo.
28, 6d.

The Deity of Jesus Christ subversive of
his Sonship and Mediation; and incon.
sistent with the Common Faith of Chris-
tians. By Richard Wright, Umtanan
Missionary. 12mo. 3d.

a Letter to the Rev. Samuel Newton of

of F:ee Inquiry

An Essay on the Dut
By the same.

in Matters .of Relxg:on
12mo. 3d.

. Sermons. (In Volume.s' )

'A Course of Lectures, on Subjects con-
nected with the Corruptions, Revnval and
Future Influence of Genuine Chnstxamt).
By W.J. Fox. 8vo. 9s.

On Various Occasious. By the late
Francis Webb. Royal 8vo. Portrait. 18s.

Preached in the Tron Church Glasgow.
By Thomas Chalmers, D. D. 8vo 12s.

On Various Subj ects. | By the Rev Su-
John Head, Bart. 8vo 12s.

Lectures on Scripture Doctrines.
W. B. Collyer, D. D. 8vo. 14s.

- (Single.)

Preached in St. George s Meeting-House,
Exeter, Nov. 15, 1818, occasioned by the
Death of Mrs. Na.twn Reliet of the late
Hellow Nation, Esq., who died Nov. 3, in
the 88th year of her age.. By the Rev.
Thomas Jervxs 1s. 6d.

The Grace of God to Bntaxn preached
at the Female Orphan Asvlum Dec. 13.
By S. P!%jo“’ A.M. Candxdate for the
Office of Morning Preacher. 1s.

Preached at the Consecration of St.
James’s Church, in the Island of Guernsey,
August 6, 1818. By John, Lord anhoP

By

of barum. 1s.

CORRESPONDENCE.

et

Communications have been received from Messrs. L. Holden
J. H. Branshy; Holbrook Gaskell, and W. Harrison ; and from Phnlalethes
Moderation; C. M.; D.; belrahc, P.K.; An Occasional Reader;

H. Taylor; J. Jevans;
Matthew
A Tyro Brevis;

X 3 Homo, and Angehca, whose sex we must take the liberty to doubt.

Our I ntelligence takes u

patience of some of our Correspondents.
sometimes ries aurs?

up so much room, that although we. are extendin
Magazine beyond the limits which prudem.e prescribes, we are obliged to try
May we add, that the length of their papers

our
the

We beg leave to suggest to our friends who supply us with Obituary aecounts, that -
many of our subscribers object to the unqualified panegyrics of which they often con-

sist.

It is difficult, we are aware, to repress on these occasions the tender enthusiasm

of friendship, but would it not be better to restrict these communications to a brief
statement of facis, and a delineation of the Zeading features of character?
Dr. Charles Lloyd wishes to avow that our reasons (pp. 129, 130) for re?ardmg',

without sympathy, the case of the hooksellers who are under prosecutlon for sel
‘“ Age of Reason,” are to his mind altogether insufficient ;

ing the
and an anonymous Cor-

respondent from Lwerpool considers our remarks  uncalled for, ungenerous and

cruel.”” Be it so.

are amongst the few Christian writers that have

We have nothing farther to say on the sub_lect except that we

pleaded the right of unbellevers to

pablish their opinions, and that it would be bard if after this we weye not allowed to
judge of the empedcency of usmg the right in any particular case.





