
Some Account of th&Rev. Mart in Tomkins.
"A , - : : v

"VT does not occur to my recollection
Jt ever to have seen in print any
memorial of the above gentleman , be-
yond a brie f note in the Life of Mr.
Danie l Neal, prefixed to Dr. Toul-
inin 's edition of the €€ History of the
Puritan s," a work , at present , in but
few hands. Unfortunat ely, it is not
in my power to suppl y this deficiency
to any material extent ; but as Mr.
Tomkin s was one of the earliest of
the Dissenting minist ers in the last
century , who opposed the commonl y-
received notions res^ectiog the doe-
trine of the Trinity, and mad e a noble
stand agains t the imposition of un-
scr iptural tests, even to the loss of his
stat ion as the pastor of a particular
congre gation , it may not be improper
to embalm his name in the ** Jv ionthl y
Repositorj, " althou gh it be oh|y by a
few hints , which/ per haps, some of
your readers may be

^
able to render

more perfect .
Mr. Tomkin s wa^ bor n some time

toward s the latter end of the reign of
King Charles II . , but at what place
the writer of th is is not iii%rmedf JHt ^
wds a contem porary \^itH^^M& i$f;$$p
same standing as Neal aiia^ lordlie r,
with both of whom, in earl y lif e , lie
contr acted an int imate acquaintance.
After pu rsuing a preparatory course
of studies in his own countr y, Mr.
Tomkins removed, in 1609, to the
Univers ity of Utrecht , then one of the
most celebrat ed in Europe. He was
accompan ied thit her by Mr. Lardiier j
and there they found Mr. Neal , who
was somewha t their senior in age.
The Professor s of th e University at
that titti e vitere Gravius , DVUri es and
Bart nan , names of ho small celebrity
in the learned worl id. tinder these
accomplished tut ors, qyV tii ree stu-dents made a Suitabl e proficiency janid afte r speeding a «J )ort time a(
l^eyden , retur ned to thei r own court -tr y ia 1703, bring ing back witl i the m
Proper testimonials to their learni nga*^^p«i*tiifc n t$-

TO thftefe friends all settled iaLondon or the neighbourhood. Mr.

Tomkins , after preachin g some time
occasionall y, was chosen pastor of a
respectable congregation at Stofce-
Newington , in the county of Middle -
sex, in succession to the Rev. Josep h
Cavf thorn , who had been ejectejd in
166&, at Stamfo rd, in Lincoln shi re,
and died at Stoke-Newington , Marc h
9, 1707, havin g been several years
minister of that society. Amongst
the members of thi s religious com-
munity, were the families of the Fteet-
woods and the Har topps, both well
know n in the annal s of "jo'ui• countr y.
These, with - a fei  ̂ ^ther ^ ^exceliept
persons , fra<l b«een tlife support of tjfee
intere st during t^e late season of p^r-
secution -, and had siiffere<i ia thei r
f tirtun iesr byr #iie» a^bltra nly levied
upojp  ̂̂ v^fi^̂ ^ ifbi ^l fbi* the crime
of sf3«embrin g peaceab ly to worsh ip
Go^t ^&afo l$ to th  ̂dicta tes of their
consciences.

For, the space of ten years th^kt Mr.
Tomkins sustained the past oral rela-
tion to this society, he had the satis-
facticin: [ of eiijoyiri g the^ esteem of his
peojiie. They highly val ued hiis 'if c-
boUrs in the pulpit, where, as a skilful
minister , he rightl y divided the word
of truth , dealing to each his portio n
in due season. &is behaviou r' dui <rf
the pulpit was also trul y exemplary ,
so as to corti iYiand universal respect ,
and he had before him a prospect of
much corti foit and usefulness for many
year*. But the fairest hopes may b^suddenl y blasted bjr ofte \ of those
events over which the mind "arid will
of the individual possess no controul .
An occasional interchange of labours
wit h another minister prod uced a
(lame in the congregation at Stoke-
Newingtoti , which could only be
extinguished by rendin g asunder the
connexion Wh ich subsisted between
Mr. Tomkins and his people. The
occasion of it w^s tlii^ : t

Mr. Tomkins had been in the habit
sometimes of exchan ging pulpits with
Mr John Asty, minister of an Inde -
pendent congre gation in Rop ^Ma-
ker*s Alley, near Moorfields. Upoii

THE

' 

¦ ; . . . . .  l 

. .  . 

'

:¦  ¦

" 

. 

¦ 
• 

• 

¦ 

. . 
' 

. 
¦ 

i 

' 
¦ 

. . 

' 

* ¦¦

•
. . . .

, ( 

- -
.
' ' ¦ ' ¦ 

- ' " ¦ ¦> ¦ " . - ¦ ¦¦
, . . 

' - 
.
- . . 1

No. CLXVII,] NOVEMBER  ̂ 181j0. [Jpl> XlY.

V«l. J HV. 4 It



one of those occasions of friendl y in-
tercou rse , which took place J une 29,
1718, Mr. Ast y thoug ht fit , in his
sermon at Newington , to alarm the
peop le with the danger of pernici ous
errors and damnable here sies creeping
in amongst the Dissenters , and par-
ticularl y referre d to errors respectin g
the doctrine of Christ 's deity. It is
but justice to this gentleman to ob-
serve that Mr. Tomkins exonerates
him from any personal allusions to
himsel f in this discourse. 4€ I must
do Mr. Ast y this just ice," (says he,)
** to acquaint others , that he assured
me he had no particul ar view to me,
or suspicion of me, when he brou ght
down th at sermon among others to
Newington. As he had an appre-
hension of the dange r of these erro rs,
and of the spread ing of them at this
time, he thoug ht it might be seasona-
ble to preach such a sermon any
where. " It appe ars that upon being
pressed further , Mr. Asty could not
deny that he had some intimat ion of a
susp icion of Mr. Tomkins before he
preached his sermon.

In order to counteract what he
considered the mischievous tendency
of Mr. A sty 's discourse , Mr. Tom-
kins preached to his people the next
Lord' s-day from John xx. 21—23,
on the Power of Christ to settle the
Ter ms of Salvation . In this discou rse
he gave his reasons at la rge, wh y he
did not appre hend the orthodox no-
tion concerning the deity of Christ
to be a fundamental doctrine of Chris -
tianity , ** As I was veri ly persua ded
in my owp mind ," (says he,) " that
a person might dissent from the
commonl y- received notions in that
point of Christian doctrine , and yet
not be guilty of damnable here sy j
and could not but look upon it as a
matter of great importance to the
peace of Christians , that they do not
take upon them to pass censure upon
those who differ from them, any fu r-
ther than they have plain warra nt
from the word of God ; I did thi n k
it incumbent upon me to warn our
people agai nst being too forward iri
their censures .1'

This sermon , as may be supposed ,
mad e a great noise, and procur ed no
little obloquy to the preacher * It
was then a novel thing for a Dissent -
ing minister to avow Anti-trinita rian
opinions from the pul pit ; or which

is much the same th ing, to main tain
that the belief of the deity of Chr ist,
and his equality with the Father, is
not necessary to salvation . For , al-
thou gh Etnl yn , a learned Dissenter ,
had advocated the Arian hypothesi s
a few years before, at Dublin, arid
Clarke and Whiston had revived the
controver sy in the Churc h of England,
yet the English Dissenters liad been
hithert o prfett y free from the suspi-
cion of heresy . At this time, how-
ever , a complete revolution took place
in the studies and opinions of theolo-
gians ; to which the writin gs of Locke,
Clar ke and Berkeley, probabl y ver y
much contr ibuted. The leading di-
vines about London , who, at this
time or soon afterwards , contribut ed
to introd uce a more liberal system of
theology, combined with juster views
of the nature of the Supreme Being,
were, besides Mr. Tomkins , Lardn er ,
Hunt , Gale, Foster , Chandler , Low-
man , Burrou ghs and Simon Brown e.
None of these, probabl y, were ver y
popular as preachers y it was only
amongst the studi ous, therefore , that
their system made its way. *

The uneasiness created in the con-
gregatio n at Stoke-Newington by the
above sermon of Mr. Tomkins, was
much greate r than , at this time of
day, can be well imagined. Even
those friends with whom he had been
upon term s of grea test intimacy were
offended at him, and advised him
immediatel y to withd raw. For the
purpose of vind icating himself, and
clearin g the preceding discourse from
the misapprehensions that had arisen
upon it , he delivered another sermon
on the following Sunday ; but , u pon
that occasion , some thoug ht that he
made the .matter worse than before.
The discontent having become gene-
ral , Mr . Tomkins was again urg ed
by one of his friends to retir e ; which
he agreed to do, provided the con-
gregation would give him a certific ate
of the cause of their dissatisfaction .
This , however , was refused , but the
society transmitted him a message to
this effect : *4 That , whereas many
had been offended with his sermon ,
they thought it necessary , for the

* Should not an exception be made in
favou r, at least, of Foste r aud Chan dler ?
Ed.
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peace of the congre gation , that he
should preach no more , and that his
contiuu auce with them would cause
a division in the society ." A crisis
of this sort was wh at he had been
always desir ous to avoid. Indeed ,
thr ough the whole of the transaction
he discovered great moderation , can-
dour , and a desire for peace. After
several at tempts on his par t to pro-
cure a reconc iliation , but without ef-
fect, he acquainted his people that he
should give them no fu rther trou ble,
and therefore desired them to provide
for themse l ves.

Thus , after an acquaintance and
service of more than ten years , the
connexion between Mr. Tom kins and
the congregation at Stoke-Newington
became dissolved by one of those oc-
curr ences which have been more
common in modern times . Upon the
merits of the main question that di-
vided the parties , it is not the inten -
tion of the present write r to pro nounce
any opinion , A difference of senti-
ment is to be expected upon a subject
so little known as the nature of the
Deity ; nor is it attended with any ill
consequences, wheti it does not infl u-
ence the passions to the injury of our
fellow-creatures. With regard to Mr ,
Tomkins , his conduct in withdraw ing
peaceabl y from a peop le to whom his
preachi ng and sentiments did not give
satisfact ion, must be applauded by
every consistent Dissenter , let his op i-
nions be what they may ; and it holds
out a stri king contrast to some mo-
dern preachers , who hav e shewn less
regar d to princi ple than to the emolu-
ments arisin g from their station.

After the differences with his peo-
ple had subsided by his withdraw-
ment , Mr. Tomkins publ ished a nar -
rat ive of the circumstances that led
to it , under the title of « The Case
of Mr. Martin Tomkins : being an
Account of the Proceedings of the
Dissenting Congregati on at Stoke-
Newington , u pon occasion of a Ser-
mon preach ed by him , Jul y 13, 1718.
Lond. 1 719 " This tract , which ex-tends to 135 pages, contains the sub-
stance of both the offensive sermons,
with a copious narrative of the sub-
sequent proc eedings. Also, a ' Con-
fession of his Fai th upon the point in
dispute, Which h«s drew tip with aview to an accommodat ion, awcl
which is strictl y Arian . It appears

from this work , that Mr. Tomkins.
had lopg forb orne to use the Trinita-
rian doxologies to which he had been
accusto med at his fi rst setting put in
the ministr y.

After his reti rement from Newing-
ton , Mr. Tomkins proposed to return
as a private member to the church
wit h which he had formerl y commu-
nicat ed. This intention he intimated
to the minister of the society, who,
afte r takin g some time to consider of
it, declined to receive him. So high
did prej udice now run , that lie was
denied the common ri ghts of Chris -
tian s ! Those who are acquainted
with the state of public feeling
amon gst the Dissenters at that period *will not be surprised that , with the
stigma of heresy upon him , Mr ,
Tomkins could not gain footing again
as the pastor of a congregation . He,
however , did not whol ly lay aside the
charac ter, nor drop the st udies of a
Christi an minister. Hav ing fixed his
resid ence at Hackney, he attended
pu blic worsh i p with the congregation
in Ma r e-street , of which the Rev.
John Barker was pastor , and to whom
the Rev. Phil ip Gibbs , until he re-
nounced Trinitarianism , was assistant.
During his retireme nt , Mr. Tomkin s
preached occasionall y for his brethre n*and employed himself in composing
and publishing several treati ses on
theolog ical subjects, chiefl y rel atin g
to the Trinitaria n controversy. It
does not appear , that he had any con-
cern in the disputes at Salters ' Ha ll,
which happe ned soon after he with-
dre w from Newiugtori .

The fi rst pub lication by Mr. Tom-
kins , in the Trinitarian controv ersy ,
was a volume of consider able size,
but without his name , entitled , " A
Sober Appea l to a Tu rk or an Indian
concerni ng the plain Sense of Scri p-
ture , relating to the Trinit y: being
aii Answer to Dr. I. Watts 's late
Book, entitled " ' The Christian Doc-
tr ine of the Trinity ,, or Fat her, Son ,
and Spirit , Three ' Persons and One
God asserted ' and prove d by plain
Evidenc e of Scri pt u re, withou t the
Aid ar id Incumbrai ice of Huma n
Schemes.' 8vo. 1722." Witty .the
merits 'of the arg ijmewi t on eit-Uer si#e»
it vyill not be necessary to interfere.
Per haps t^ie ! differ ence bet ween tl*e
par ties was rea lly less than tney wer a
willing to allow. Be " this as it may*

Sotne Account of the Rev* Martin Tomkins * 655



both are to be commended for their
fairness and good temper , and for the
candour they discovered in their style
of w riting * The amiable disposition ,
and valuable endowments of Dr .

* Watts , are too wel l known to need
any eulogy ; and it is pleasing to find
him doing : justice to similar qualities
in his opponent. The Doctor did not
publish any dir ect reply to Mr. Tom-
kins7 work * but in some of his subse-
quent publicati ons he takes occasion
to animadvert u pon particular par ts
of it. In the P reface t<* " The Arian
invited to the Orthodox Fai th ,1* Dr.
Watts speaks in the following hand-
some manner of his opponen t, whom
he sty les *• a considerable writer ."
He says, " I acknowled ge my obliga-
tions to the author for the terms of
decency and respect , and the languag e
of friendshi p with which he trea ts me,
both in the Preface and in the greatest
part of his book. I receive them as
the unmerited civilities of a courteous
stranger : and had I the happ iness of
knowing his name, perhaps £ should
find just occasion to make an equal
return . But while 1 am permitted to
learn his characte r no otherwise but
from his writin g, I can only treat my
unknow n friend with all that esteem
which his writing deserves. For , I
must confess, how superior soever
others may appear in learning and ar-
gument , yet I am not willing any
writ er should exceed me in the pra c-
tices of a Christian temper. " The
Doctor furth er observes , " In general ,
I must own, he has wri tte n with a
degree of impartiality and fairn ess
beyond what is usual in such contro -
versies ; and if ever he has mista ken
my sense, I persuade myself that it
was not done with design, because,
except the places mentioned , there is
a gener al appearance of justice and
candour runn ing th rough his argu -
ments ." The following passage is no
less creditabl e to Dr. Watts *s can-
dour, than to the critical sagacit y of
Mr. Tomkins : " I own the light I
have recei ved from this author , in the
different turn he hath given to some
few of those Scri ptures which I had
brou ght as proofs of my doctrine ,
which I must acknow ledge carri es
stt£h a degree of pr obabili ty, as to
weaken the force of my argum ents
diirivfcd from them ; such as John iii.
lS, £efch. xi. I«, 13, and perh aps one

or two more ; for I would not wil-
lingly pervert one text of Scri pture
from its native and sacred sense, to
support any article of my faith.** In
the Preface to " Dissertations relatin g
to the Chri stian Doctrine of the Tri-
nity ," publish ed in 17 $5, and which
is a continuatio n of the foregoing
work , Dr. Watts acknowledges the
obligations he received from our au-
thor in settling his faith upon the
subject. He says, ** Though I was
not a stra nger to the various human
explications , when I wrote that trea-
tise, (alluding to the ' Christian Doc-
trine " &c.,) yet I confess with freed om,
I was not at that time engaged in any
one particular scheme. 1 thoug ht the
general doctrine of Scripture was
plain and evident , but as to the modus
of it I was much in doubt : and upon
th at account I must acknowledge this
benefi t which I have received from
the author of the * Sober Appeal to
a Tur k or an Indian / which was
w ritten in answer to my book, viz.
that by the arguments which he uses,
he has almost precluded in my opi-
nion some of those schemes of expli-
cation , and inclined my thou ghts to-
ward s one particular mode of account-
ing for this difficult doctrine , which I
have in a great measu re exhibited in
the following discours es." Dr. Watts
pursued the subject under discussion
in some subsequent publications ; and
in 1748, Mr. Tomkins publ ished a
second edition of his work , to which
he added. 1st. Remarks on Dr. Watts 's
Three Citations relating to the Doc-
trine of the Trini ty, published in
1734.—2d. A Sober Appeal to all
that have read the New Testamen t,
whethe r the reputed Orthodox are
not more Chargeable with Preaching
a new Gospel than reputed Aria ns ?—
3. A Reply to Dr. Wate rland '* Ani-
mad version s upon some Passages in
the Sober Appea l. Mr. Tomkins
did not prefi x his name to this work
in either of the editions.

In 1732, Mr. Tomkins published,
also without his name, a t rac t, entitled
" Jesus Ch rist the Mediator between
God and Man ; an Advocate fof u«
Vpith the TF ath er, a,nd a Pro pitiation
for the Sins of the World." The late
Bishop Wajtson speak ing of this work
says, «« Ttys is a y^ry sensible per -
formance, in whiphi the Author ; ^rdeavoura to establish the literal »?*$$
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of those passages in Scri ptur e, w hich
concern our redemption by Chri st ajs
a rea l sacri fice, and represen ts the
notion the Scri pture gives us of these
thi ngs as consistent with the dicta tes
of reason an d natura l reli gion." See
the Bishop of LandaflT s cata logue of
books in divinity , at the concl usion
of the sixth volume of his Theological
Tr acts . Mr. J ob Orton , in one of hi*
Lett ers to a Young Clergyman , says,
44 Let me advise you to read Tom-
kins *s Christ the Mediator again and
again , till you have well digested his
scheme. It contains the best defence
and explanation of the atonemen t I
ever met with , and full y confutes all
the Sorinian writers/ ' This tract of
Mr. Tomkins*s came to a second edi-
tion in - 176 1 ; to w hich was then
added , by another gentleman , " A a
Essay to prove the Cred ibility of the
Gospel, from the Doctrine of the Effi-
cacy of Ch rist's Death for the Re-
dem ption of the Wor ld ."

The next wor k pub lished by our
Author was, € C A Calm Enquiry whe-
ther we have any W arran t from Scri p-
ture , for addressing oursel ves in a
way of Prayer or Praise , direct ly to
the Hol y Spirit : humb l y offered to
the Consideration of all Chr isti ans,
particularl y of Pr otesta nt Dissenters.
Lond. 1738." To this tract was pre-
fixed, A Let ter to the Rev* Mr:
Barker , on his continued practice .
The Author was in the habi t of at-
ten ding on Mr. Barker 's ministry,
which on the whole he appr oved,
altho ugh he w;is dissati sfied with the
doxologies which he made use of at
the close of his prayers , and especially
with those which he often sung from
Dr. Wat ts's Psalms and Hymns, He,
theref ore, after complimewting him
upon his ministerial abilities , expos-
tu lates with him for using unscri p-
tural doxologies, particular ly tha t of
" ascribi ng glory to the Th ree Per-
sons as the One Living and True
God ;1* which it seems Mr. Gibibs,
Mr. Bar ker 's late assistant , had also
objected to, ancl for which he was
dismissed from that serv ice : a mea-
sure that was very much against the
judgment of Mr , Tor ^kias, who pub-
licly remonstrated again st it before
the congregation * In the cours e oif
his work, Mi-. Tqinki  ̂ animadvert *
upojn what Dr. Watte and, fyjr Watfr-
land had written upon the tu*bject~

The publicat ion of the € f Calm En-
quir y," occasioned an epistolary cor*
responden ce between the Autho r and
0r. Watts , which was printed in the
Universal Theolog ical Magazine, for
i 80S, and has been since reprinte d in
a separate pamphlet. *

It is not within the knowledge of
the present writer , tha t Mr. Torn kins
published any other wor ks besides
those above- mentio ned. They alone
are sufficient to han d down his name
as a man of sound learning ,- of exten-
sive reading" , and of an amiable tem-
per, as well as a good scripture -critic.
He supporte d for many years an ex-
cellent charact er for piety, integr ity,
and Chri stian benevolence. He was
a firm and consisten t Prot estant Dis*
senter , a determ ined friend to religious
liberty and free inquiry , and an enemy
to the imposition of creed s, or privat e
interpretations of Scri pture. Whilst
he adhe red to the Dissenters, how-
ever, as the avowed champ ions of
civil and religious libert y, he was not
blind to the inconven iences tha t at-
tached to their system, some of which
he has unfolded in the Letter to Mr.
Bar ker above-mentioned. Upon the
whole, he appea rs to have been an
able writer , a consistent Christ ian,
and an uprig ht, independen t man.
Mr. Tomkins died some time in the
year 1755. Long after his death
there appeared in " The Th eological
Reposit ory," HI. 257* " A Letter
from Mr. Tomkins to Dr. Lard ner, in
rep ly to his Lette r on the Logos ; ia
Defence of the Arian hypothesis. "

W. W.
Luftpn, Sept. 20, 181 9*

Mr, Bebham on the Original Princip le vf the Unif arian Society. Q57

E ?£ex Street;
Si r, October £2, 1819.

IT gave me great pleasure to learti
that the pro posal which was lately,

and , as I conce ive, inadv ertentl y
brou ght forwar d at the last meeting
of the Wester n Unitarian Society at
Bath , to alter the preamble to the
Society's Rules , so as to include Anti-
Trinitarians , met with so little coun-
tenance from the majori ty of that
Society, and that it was so speedily
and so handsom ely withdrawn by
those of pur friends who, unde r a

f §€f some account of tlii* Coi respon-
d«nce, Vol. VIII . p. *70. E».



mistaken notion of liberal ity, had
fceen Induced to suggest the altera -
tion.

The London Unitari an Book So-
ciety, or, as it was or iginal fy called ,
*c The-Unit arian Society," there being
at tliat tirii e no other society in t he
"kingdom which .bo re the name , was
first forme d by a few individual s who,
assu ming as a princi ple that the
SIMPLE HU MAN IT Y OF JeSTJ S CHRIST
is a doctrine of thehi ghest importance ,
and Relieving that every deviation
from it tends to still greater err ors ,
and that these deviations have , in fact ,
proved the primary source of the
grossest corrupt ions of the Christian
doctrine , conceived that they could
not render a better service to the
interest s of pure and practica l Ch ris-
tianity , than by insti tut ing a Society,
the dire ct and avowed object of which
should be the public profession, and
promulgat ion of this fundamental
truth .

For the attainment of this end, they
fi rst drew up a preamble to the Rules,
cal mly and explicitl y stating th e
object of the Society, viz., to assert
the doct rine of one God, possessed
of all possible perfections , the only
prope r object of rel igious worshi p:
also th at Jesus Chri st is a p roper
human being, ia all res pects like unto
his breth ren , and distinguished from
them only as being appointed by God
to be the Foun der of a new and uni-
ve rsal dispensation , and as being- the
greatest of all the prophets of God .

Secondl y, they jud ged it expedient
to publ ish the names of the members
of the Society, for the sake of mutual
encour agement and support , and like-
wise of letting it appea r to the world
that there was a band of Christian s,
however few in number , or circum -
scri bed in influence , who were riot
afraid or asham ed of avowing these
great truth s, however inconve nient or
disreputable the solemn public pro-
fession of such unpopular doctrine
might be.

. Final ly, it was determined to circu -
lat e books and tracts , the sole design
of which should be to teach in the
plaines t and most unequ ivocal man-
ner , the Unity of God , the simpl e
humani ty of Jesus Christ , and the
man y important inferences from these
fundamental pr inciples in doctri ne and
practice *

The Preamble , before it was adop-
ted by the Society, excited some
animated discussions. ISot, indeed ,
concerning the pr inci ple: because,
thoug h some from the beginning were
desirous of a more comprehensive
plan , it was full y understood that the
main object of the Societ y was to
support and promul gate the simple
humanity of Jesus Chr ist. The prin -
cipal , and indeed the only important
topic of discussion , was the word
" idolatrous " as app lied to the wor -
ship of Jesus Christ . And perhap s
for th e sake of peace it might hav e
been expedient to expunge it. And
this , T veri ly believe , was the seuse
of the major ity . But the retainin g of
this offensive expre ssion was so strenu -
ously insisted upon by Mr. Lindsey,
Dr. Priestle y, Mr , Russell , an d above
all by the late William Tay leur , Esq.
of Shr ewsbury , who was b y far t he
most liberal contributor to the funds
of the Society, and who insisted that
if the word idolatrous wer e omitted in
the preamble it would be a disgrace -
ful abandonment of princip le, t hat it
was concluded upon the whole to be
most advisable to retai n it. This
resol ution , however , cost the Society
several of its most respectable mem-
bers, and particularl y the whole bod y
of Unitar ians then existing in the
Universit y of Cambridge * amon gst
whom were Mr. Jones , the late cele-
brated tu tor of Trinity, and Mr. Tyrr -
whit , of J esus College, who had paid
a ver y han dsome donat ion to the
Society, which he immediatel y with-
drew.

This is a plain state ment of facts.
Calm ly to avow the great princi ples of
their fait h, an d to support those prin-
ciples by fair and dispassionat e rea-
sonin g, the members of the Unitarian
Society regarded as th e best means
in thei r po wer of diffusing* Christi an
trut h. As one of those individual s. I
then held the same opi nion 3 and aft er
an interval of nearl y thirt y years , 1
hold it still. Experience has confirm ed
the theory ; and if no. such Society
now existed , 1 would most willing ly
lend my humbl e efforts for the form a-
tion of a new one, upon similar pri n-
ciples, however limited ' the num ber
of associates, or however calumn iated
the object of their institution.

Without enterin g at all into the
trifl ing logomachy whethe r Ar iana
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have a right to the title of Unitarian s,
it is evident, from - the " very, consti tu-
tion of this Society, that Arian s of
every descri ption are excluded from
it. Not that the Society ever in-
tended to cast the shadow of an im-
puta tion upon the character of their
Ariar i bre th ren 5 but the mai n object
of the Association being to hold forth
the simp le 'huma nity of Jes us Christ
as the tru e doctrin e of the New Tes-
tam ent, and all their publications
being calculated and intended to esta-
blish and pr omulgate this pr imary
trut h, no Arian , not even one of the
lowest degree , could , consistent ly
with his principles, become a mem-
ber of the Society. And upon this
ground many learned and intelligent
Arians , whose names would have
been an honou r to any society, de-
clined to become members . And I
freely acknowled ge that had I been
an Aria n, even of the lowest form , I
should have don e so too. Others saw
the case in a different light , and joined
the Society, thoug h they did not ap-
prove the preamble. Dr. Price , in
particular , said he could not suffer an
Unitar ian Society to exist without
giving his name to it. And th is un-
foreseen and unexpected junction of
Arians has in some measu re disturbed
the harmon y of the Society, as they
hav e been contin ually pushing to alter
the preambl e, and in some cases,
among the affiliated societies, with
too muc h success, here by actual ly
subv ertin g the ori gina l object of the
Society, the public profession of th e
simp le humanit y of Jesus Chri st.
Ha pp ily the late attem pt to introd uce
this altera tion into the preambl e of
the We stern Unitar ian Society was
defeated , chiefl y, as I have been in-
formed , thr oug h the manl y eloquence
of a rever end an d learne d associate,
who was one . of the ori ginal founder s
of that highl y respecta ble Society, an d
whose good sense and solid ar guments
made a deep impression upon all who<
heard him, an d induced those mem-
bers who had inad vertentl y pro posed
a cha nge, vol unt ari ly to withdra w the
intended motion . And , indeed , hada motion to that effect passed at the
Meeting, it would , however uninten-tionally on the part pf its advisers,
have;, conveyed an oblique and . unk ind
reflection upon the memory of one to
whom th e Society is in a grea t mea-

sure indebted for its . existence, and
who, by his zeal and firmness ; in its
ori ginal establis hment , exposed him-
self to no small portion of obloquy
and persecutio n, from which he might
easily have escaped had the Society
been founded upo n modern J atitudi -
narian princi ples. The late reverend
and lea rned Timoth y Kenrick would
not have been denied the use of his
own pul pit, for the Unitarian Society ,
had it not been the prominen t and
avowed objec t of that Societ y to pro-
mulgate the simple humanity of Jesus
Christ.

I believe, however , that in no so-
ciety in which the preamble has been
altered , has any change been made in
the spirit of the publications which
are dist ri buted by the Society . These
uniform ly teach and defend the sim-
ple humanity of Jesus Christ , an d I
trust they will continue so to do, as
long as Unitarian societies exist. ' It
would , indeed , be a sad disgra ce that
the same , fountain should send forth
both sweet water and bitter.

I wish I could believe the same of
all the sermons which are annual ly
preached before the societies. But I
fear that , instead of the good old ori-
ginal pract ice of preaching th e truth
boldl y, as it is in Jesus , the modern
princi ple of these reformed societies
is, not to give offence to thei r new
friends ; and that some elegant dis-
course upon can dour , benevolence, or
the like, is substituted in the room of
a plain energe tic declaration of the
absolute Unity of God , and the simple
human ity of Jesus Christ , as the great
fundamental articl es of the Christian
faith. Or if at any time the hearers
are warned not to be ashamed of
Christ and of his word s, they are told
that the meaning is not to be ashamed
of avowing themselves Christians : a
duty, in these times, of no very diffi-
cult perform ance. While nothing is
said to enforce the obligat ion of an
open profession that Jesus , the ser-
vant and the njessenger of God, is a
man , in all resp ects like to his bre-
thren , thoug h tha t is a fundamen tal
truth which it is the main design of
the Society to pr omulgate, and the
profession of which, at the titn c when
the Society was instituted , exposed a
man to the pa ins ami penalties of law5
and which even now is often followed
by contem pt, reproach , the deserti on
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of friends , and the most serious per-
sonal inconvenience and loss. *

But it is asked , why should we not
extend the pale of the Society, so as
to include all Anti -Trinitarians ? The
answer is, that the , founders of the
Society, conceiving the simple huiria-
tiity of Jesus to be a truth as clear as
light , and that misconcep tions con-
cerning th is fundam ental doctrine had
paved the way to the grossest corrup-
tions of the Chri stian religion, and
being decidedly of opinion that the
best way of promo ting the recep tion
of truth was by holdin g it tip clearl y
and distinctl y to public view, unsul-
lied, and undebased with any mixture
of error , resolved to act upon tnis
princi ple in drawing up their decla-
ration. They could not, ther efore,
accommod ate their pre amble to Ari-
anism , even in its least offensive form ,
and much less to those great and
enormo us errors which find shelter
under the ample covert of Anti-Trini-
tarianism. If others thfti teftt to form
societies upon a more comprehensive
plan , they are at liberty so to do« No
doubt the man y will app rove and
associate ; nor do th e supporters of
the princi ple of the Unitarian Society
pre sume to Condemn . Their sole
objec t is to hold forth and to defend
one essential and primary tf uth > and
in the prosecution of this great object ,
by means ^Mch ap|>6ar to thetri to
be most expedien t, it is of little con-
cern to them whether they are joiried
by the many 0* the few. They hav e
done what they could ; and they ate
confident that the cmise Will prosper ,
whether thefr eifbrt tf be, 6t be not,
honoured as instrufrte ntal to its simS
cess.

The preamWe has bee n obj ected to

? Witness the case of Mr. Charles
Her bert , late a maste r of1 a flourishin g
school dt Elham , near Canterbury , who,
for no otlicf reason tkan becaus e he wag
discovered to be *n Unitarian , thoug h he
made no offensive profession of his creed,
was turned out of doors, with very little
notice, tog-ether with liis wife and eight or
nine children ; and who, in his present
residence at i)orer f where he has opened
a school, is so- persecute d by the malignity
of hia ebemiea , that 1 he would be absolut ely
unable co etf nk' bread for hU family, if it
were noV for the kind but pr ecarious aid
of a few liberal friends.

as imposing a Test . But bow any
society can exist without a[ test, or, in
other words , without a definit e pri ii*ciple and object , it fs not easy to con-
ceive. The only questions to be de-
cided in thi s case are , fi rst , whether
the object of the Unitari an Society be
lawful and desirable , and then whe-
ther the means adopted for attai ning
it are expedient and eligible. And of
these the read er will judge , A Test is
an obnoxious wor d* It generall y ex-
press es something unreasonabl e and
compulsory . But the Unitarian So-
ciety compels no one to enter within
its pale, and forbids no one to with -
draw. It possesses no honours or
emoluments to invite men into its
communion , and deals out no ana -
t hern as, much less does it inflict pains
arid penalties upon any who desert its
banners . All its members claim and
exercise the right of private jud gment
to its utmost extent.

Hav ing been a member of the Uni-
tarian So£ietv from its first forma tion ,
and being in facit the individual with
whom it ori ginated , I have enjoyed
the best opportunity of knowing the
object and design of the original
founders ; and I have taken the li-
berty of stating these facts, to shew
that every chan ge in the pr eamble of
the Society, under whatever pretex t,
which is calculated to lay it open to
Anti -Trinita rians in general , is in-
consistent with , and subv ersive of the
main object for which the Society
was ori ginal ly planned and establishe d,
naiJail y,' to promulgate the doctri ne
of tti e simple humanity of Je sus
Christ.

T\ BEL SH AM.
i l I k i

Stn,

I 
H AVE been lately applied to by
nfrfcny persons in and out of the

ChUt ^h of England , very differen t
from myself in opinion , resp ecting the
meaning of this parable : and I flat ter
ttiyself that th£ iiibstance of the an-
swer which I' gave, will not be unac-
ceptable to the readers of the Repo-
sitory  ̂ The difficulty felt on the
subje ct is, that our Lord itr com-
niehding thfe cotidiict of the stewar d
commended prudence at the expense
of jiWtfce ; But the matter stan ds
thu«. The uiyust stewar d represents
the membenr of the J ^vtrisTi^him rchy,
th  ̂teachers of the Iaw, the prie sts of
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the day, who were soon to be stri pped
of their stewardshi p by the destruc -
tion of the Temple , and dispersion of
the J ews, Their conduct furnishes
the tru e key of the difficulty . They
are else where accused of binding heavy
bur dens, an d gr ievous to be borne ,
and of lay ing them on men's shoulders .
These burden s were human traditions ,
though they, imposed them on the
people as coming with the wr itten
law from the authori ty of God . The
object of this extra imposition was to
gr atify their own avarice and ambi-
t ion ; and one instance is recorded
where they carried their imposition s
so far , as fairly to set aside the law of
<Sod, on one of the most important
subj ects of human duty , Mark vii. 8.
They were , therefore , in the predica -
ment of a stewa rd who, appointed to
parce l out to tenants the lands of his
rich lord , charged,yb r his own benef i t,
more tha n he was warran ted to each
tenant. Thus the tenant who became
by the extra imposition debto r *' for
a hundre d measures of oil," was au-
thorized by his kind and indul gent
lord to receive it for' " fifty.; " and the
debtor for '* a hund red measures of
wheat ," for '* fourscore. " But these
tenants were ignorant of th e extra
charg es, considering the whole as
payments imposed by their landl ord
himself. Now whe n the steward was
impeach ed or suspected ,he was aw are
that his dishonesty would be detec ted
and punis hed. He, the refore , goes to
the tena nts , red uces the extra charges ,
thu s mak ing the onl y reparation
which it was then in his power to do,
and which Justice required to be done,
saying to one of the debtors , wr ite
" fifty," and to the other " fourscore/'
According ly h is maste r, thoug h of-
fended with him , and resolved to em-
ploy him no longer , is just enough to
commend him for bis cond uct in this
respect.

Nevert heless, the stewar d, with bis
usual craft , makes a merit of this re-
duc tion , an d uses it as an expedient
for futu re subsistence . But hovy is
this app licable to the J ewish priest s ?
They wer e stri pped of thei r office ,
and the people were exonerate d by
the abo lition of the ritual law ; and it
cannot be doubted hut ; that such of
them as surv ived the ruin of their
countr y, pleaded, ip: their dispersion ,
their forn w services , a$ teache rs of

the law, a»}<3 the exempt ion pf th^ii
followers from their former bur dens,
as circumstances which gave them
claims to subsist on thei r benevolen ce.
The situat ion and character of the
emigrant priest s, expelled in conse-
quence of the late French Revolut ion,
furn ish an exact parallel , and an illus-
tration of the Jewish priests dispersed
in the provin ces of the Roma n em-
pire.

JOHN JONES.
(To be cont inued .)

Bridpor t,
Sir , Octo ber 5, 181 .9.

I 
LATELY recei ved the Report of
the Committee of ** the Society

estab lished for the Relief of Aged and
Infirm Protestant Dissenting Minis-
ters/ 7 adopted by the Subscribers at
their General M eeting , held at the
King 's Head, in the Po ultry, Ma y 25,
1819/ It is not , I think , possible to
speak in too high terms of commen-
dation of the benevolent object of this
Institution . With this conviction , in
looking over the list of subscribers , I
am hpppy to see some respectable
Unitarians contrib uting to the sup-
port of thi s cause, while with concern
I observe there are many of that
class, well know n to be both opulent
and gener ous, whose names do not
appear in aid of this <c work of mercy
and labou r of love." Their minds ,
probabl y, are stil l under the influence
of th e unftiv purable impression mad e
on them by the strenuous opposition
which , it is understood , had arise n
among some of the highly ortho dox,
against the admission of any of the
misnamed Socinian ministers to the
benefits of the Institu tion *. It appear s,
however , by a commun ication in your
Repository, [XIII. 705,] which would
be more satisfacto ry if sanct ioned by
the n ame of the writer , that " the
opposing pa rty amongst the Indepen -
pents have no connexion or influence
w ith t he Society , p recisely  because
they would not agree to th e compre -
hension of Unitarians. " It may, there-
fore , be conside red as establishe d on
the same br oad and comprehen sive
basis as tUe Widows * Fund.

I t is state d to be " for the Relief of
A ged and Infi rm Protestant Dissenting
Ministers of the Three Deuon mia-
iions , Presby teria n, Ind ependen t, and
Ba ptist , in necessitous circum stances/'
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Some exception has bee*i taken to
the terin Pres byt erian* and an app&e-
foensicm expressed whether it migfat
-here after be always interprete d to
include Unitarian ministe rs. If, in-
tJ eed, such were excluded from the
benefi ts of this Society, and not
reckoned ^P res byterian because they
eMertairi Unitarian senti ments , whtft
bod y of Christians is there in J3ng1af**l
to lay claim to the title ? The t-eiw,
indeed , was original l y designed to
expre ss a peculi ar for m of churc h go-
vernment , namel y, by Presb yte ri es.
In this sense, certainl y it is not ap pli-
cable to the Engl ish Dissenters , yet
it has been for a long t ime undfcrstooxi
to be descri ptive of those of ¥hem
who are more free and unrestrained
in thei r relig iou s opinions , and fess
attached to the standard of reputed
orthodoxy than some of th eir Chris-
tian breth ren . ** The Eng lish Pres -
byteri ans do not materially differ from
tne Independents wit h regard to
Church government and discipline and
mode of worship ; but they gener ally
&How a greater latitude of rel igious
sentiment s and communion in their
Church es. The appellation , in this
restricted use of it, implies no attach -
ment to the authority of synods ,
presbyteries , or ecclesiastical assem-
bl ies, an y more than *o episcopac y
and the ecclesiastical hierar chy, and
therefore , accor ding to its original
use, It is improperl y applied to man y
torho are now distingui shed by it, and
who for m a very respecta ble class of
Nonconformists , or Protestant Dis-
senters, in this king dom. 1' f f t e e s*
Cyclop. Art. Presbyterians. )

Many word s, it is well k nown ,
wit h the lapse of time, are understood
in a diffe rent sense from that in which
they were or iginal ly used ; and as the
title Presb yteri an has been long ap-
plied to a certain class of Prot estant
Dissen ters , distin guished for that 4< la-
titude of reli gious seutiments and
communion in their chur ches'' above
described , it is, I think , desira ble that
it should be conti nued . * Wer e this
the case, st rict ly Unitarian societies,
to which belong endowm ents for the
support of the Presb yterian cause ,

? Why may not a person be desi gnated
an Unitk riah minister of the {*refcb yt<j iian
or Bnptifct denomi nation ?

need be under no apprenen sfiohn *>fbeing deprived of them <>tfi aecbutot
of their pr ofessed Unitarian setrti -
meti ts. On mature considera tion,
the refor e, I isee more propri ety in
adopting and contin uing the titl e tr f
Presbyterian in the descripti on of the
objects to be rel ieved by the Widows*
Fund and the newl y-forme d Society
of whiob I am treatin g, than I at fi rst
percei ved ; neithe r is there ground to
suspect that an y aged and infir m Pr o-
testa nt Dissenting Ministe r in n eces-
sitous circ u mstances , will be ever
rejected because he is an Unita rian .
This , indeed , is guarded against by a
fundamen tal law of the Society, tha tM the Committee of Man agement shall
consist of eighteen member s, viz. two
minister s and four lay men tff each
denomination ."

Some persons, it is said , do not
approv e of "the plan of this I nstitu -
tion r as tending to wound the feelings
of aged and infi rm ministe rs to be-
come objects of charity . They would
have a fund raised by the volunta ry
annual subscriptions erf ministers them-
selves and thei r societies, to w hich,
when necessity required , they might
app fl y as a claim of right, a nd not afc a
boon of berr eflcence. On th is prin-
ciple, however, it seems evident that
those ministers who w#l profeabi y
stand in most need of pecuniary aid
in the time of affliction , would be
least abl e previou sly to become enti-
tled to it by their annual contribu-
tions. A few 4*ionths ago, I received
a l etter from «. very respectable Uni-
tarian ministe r, stating that , with a
wife and seven children , he depended
chiefl y for support on an endowment
in his Society of aboirt seventy pounds
per annum , with a parsona ge-house ;
that he had lately laid out forty pounds
for the necessary repairs of his cha-
pel , and that he could coHect nmong
his people toward s defray itig ^

he ex>
penses, not mor e than ten sfcriUings*
Th us situated , wha t could ««ch a mi-
nister and his congre gation contri-
bute ann ua lly, with a view to his
receiving an annuit y, should he live
to be aged and infirm ? Little or no-
thing. Yet su rely such fc person ; in
these circumsta nces, would becbrh e a
very pr oper object of ch^titaWe a^siiit-
ance, and shoiiM he be vMted SVi*fe
bodil y affliction , or ttie irt##mlt fte-*f
age, discj uglify ing him from ptfrs ttt n£
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iiis minister ial labours , it wouldi no
doubt, be granted to him on an app li-
cat ion to the Committee of the Society
latel y establi shed. The relief of hu-
man distr ess should be alway s admi -
nister ed with all possible delicacy.
It is desir abl e* therefore , th at a rul e
be laid down (which 1 do not per-
ceive i« yet . done) respecting the re-
commendation of prope r objects, by
those who are acquainted with them,
tha t they may not be under the neces-
sity of applying themselves to the
Committe e for relief, which will be
less injurious to their feelings by
coming to them unsolicited on thei r
part.

Impr essed, myself, with a deep
sense of the peculiar merits of this
benevolent Institut ion, I take the li-
berty of earnestl y recommend ing it
to the attention of the frien ds of hu-
manity and religi on, including bot h
Unitari an congregations and opulent
individual s of that class. Thje Com-
mittee have stated in their Report ,
that " they are alrea dy fimiished with
a long and dist ressing list of necessi-
tous aged or infir m ministers ." " The
poor / 1 says our Lord to his discjples,€ ( ye hav e always with you ;" and
person s of the descr iption jus *t men-
tioned wij) , I am appreh ensive, be
never wanti ng in the catal ogue of
objects of distr ess, " To do them
good ," who have in the time of health
and activity faithfully and conscien-
tiously lafeour^d to do others good,
has such str ong claims on hum ane
and cha ritable Chr istians in general ,
and , it* tfm case, on Proliant Dis-
senters in partic ular ; a*,f I trust, every
heart wiH feel, and ever>y hand , which
has any thing -to - bestow, fr e readily
and generou sly opened , in cwd^r to dis-
charg e. Met hink  ̂indeed, I hear soirie
persons exclaim , " How fceqiimttl ya*e appeals made *q our fee^eflcenqe !
^>ne instit ution i$ form ed after ajno-
tlier, and we are exiled upon to con*
trib ute to, its suppor t. Reall y there
** no end to it <" Similar langua ge tothis I b«Mvo often heapdl, wd am per -
ftiitt ted, Si*, that? y*>u> rmi\\ hearti lyjoin with me m th  ̂ ard ent lippe tjmt
there w# I t h rto md tp< it, til I ? then? bean m &f o aH..j^ i^or^̂ c^^up^r^tirnan; ,vi  ̂,Wgj

: y in^^ ry wbifh preiv^iJim tbe> .VHH tyj* w& maolci#d am h^

Mr. Maykeiv, o f B o s t o n ^  U. S. 66S

TBj J3 " volutxie of Seven Seirno pjT
by Dr. May hew [p. £97]i iŝ npw

before me, as repr inted at London ,
1750. These.sermon s were "prej&clied
at a Lecture in the West Meeting-
Hou se in Boston ," in 1748. The
thi rd sermon on ** The Right and
Duty of Priva te Jud gmeiit,1' and the
fourth , entitled " Obj ections consi-
dered ," appear to express every thing
which the most liberal -minded inquirer
would desire.

I have anot her volume, consist ing
of 44 Maj 'hew's Tracts and Seruio ns,"
collected by the lateD f. Disney ; an$
part of his valuable libra ry , whic^i
was dispersed by auction , in 1617.
On the fi rst page he has writt en,
wit h a reference to Hollis's Memoir i?,
where 1 have seen a port rait of the
American divine , " Dr. J onath an
Ma yhew, overp lied by ^lublfe ener r
^ries, d ied of a nervous fever , Jul y Q,
1765, aged 45."

The firs t six pieces in this collee-
tiott comprehe nd the controvers y be-
tween Dr. Maybew, Mr . Apthor p and
Archb ishop Seeder. Respecting the
following anecdote, which incidentall y
occurs, your rea ders ui^y prob ably
supp lv some fu rth er information. In
SecJ zietf s " Aiiswier to Dr. May hew 's
Observat ions," 1 764, he says, ( p. 35,)
speakin g - of the G h u rch of England ,
'* Mr. Locke , a member of the same
church , was , of all Eng lish writers ,
the greatest advoca te for tolerati on."
This Anszver pr oduced a Letter to the
Author , " By a Protestant Dissente r
of Old England ," un^er which Dr .
Disney has W ritten , ** By Caleb Fle-
ming." 1 find also this Letter in the
Catalogue of Dr. Fleming's writ ings
annex ed to the funeral sermon for
hijw in 1 779* At p. $7, speaking of
the Answerer having claimed , 4i Mr.
Locke as a member of the Establishe d
Church ," the letter-writer says,

«*' If I have been well infbrm ed by
an intimate of Mr. Locke 's, so far
from being £ conformist to the Church
of EpglfiiK^ hey whilst at Lad y Mash-
am 's, used to prefer the hearing of
a lay-pre acher among the Dissenters ,
becatuste there wa^f rip pth^r lioncbn -
form ing ch urch con venien tly near for
hiifr. But , |io^ev<er, thin ' I will oot
fertfier debate with y Qfy any more
Wtmp l̂ r »wci«j |ff 1 t^i^ire  ̂w^i^ot
a member of the Ohurch of JEngland,1'



'The seventh article in this collec-
tion, comprises *c Dr. May hew > two
Than ksgi ving Discourses, October the
25th , 1759, for th e Success of his
Maj esty's Ar ms, more part icularl y in
the Reduction of Quebec ," Lon don,
1760. On the fi rst page is the fol-
lowing autog rap h , by Mr . Thomas
Hollis : 44 Pu blished from the copy
printed at Bosto n in N. E., an d sent ,
obligingly, by the Author to T. H. "
The strai n of these sermons may be
discover ed by a reference to those of
Mr. Towgood and Dr. Price at th e
same period , and which are described
in your IXth. Volume, pp. 548 and
614. The guilt and miseries of war
&re too often overlooked by th e
preacher , while dazzled by the splen-
dour of victorious arms and the worldl y
advantag es of the conquest. At the
same time, the wars in which Britai n,
or Britis h Ameri ca , engages are , of
course , just and necessary . In an
Appendix the preach er indul ges the
following rapture , on mentionin g the
reign of King George II. :

** In the success of whose fleets and
arms the elements seem now to in-
terest the mselves, for bring ing down
the prid e of Franc e.

u ' O minium Dilect e Deo, cui militat
aet her ,

Et coDJ urati veniunt ad classica
venli V

C;laud .
" ' O Heav >n-belov "> d ! the skies th eir

succours lend ;
Th y arms th e tides and rollin g seas

he fri end ,
And winds consp iring on th y fleets

attend V "

A few lines follow, which serve
to shew that Dr. May hew was not
a poet. Heaven is thus apostro -
phized :
iC Till exil'd P eace returnin g from above

To hu mankind pro pitious , heav 'nJ y
dove !

Shal l ol i ve to each clime, esich country
l>iing,

And spread o'er nations wide her fos-
teri ng* wing-,

Till then such Kin gs as GEORGE to
Brita in lend ;

Sucli ministers as Pitt successive send ;
Such admirals as late have rul'd the

rhBin ;
Such generals as fought on Abraham's

plai n .

Referrin g to " the late field of bat tle
near Quebec ," called th e Heights of
Abraham .

Dr. May hew was as littl e. -of a pro -
p het. He had not the slightest anti -
cipation of what British folly would
effect m the short period of ten years ,
The Indepe ndence of America * Speak -
ing- of Quebec, he describ es it as *' an
acquis ition , the conseque n ce of which
mast prove, in time , according to the
natura l cou rse of things , the exalting
of these little pr ovinces and colonies,
as it were in to as man y kingdoms ;
and , consequent ly, the raising of the
British emp ire in Euro pe, on which
they will continue dependent , to an
height and di gnity among the nations
which it neve r knew before .11 At the
close of thi s App endix is advert ised a
volume of sermons. Two of these,
" On being Found in Christ ,'* sind
" On Justificati on by Fait h ,1* would ,
proba bl y, discover the Author 's theo-
logy ; which was , I appreh end , nea rer
to that of the rep uted Avians of-his
time than of the Cahinists . The eighth
article is " The Snare Broken , a
Th an ksgiving-Discourse . Occasion ed
by the Repeal of the Stamp Act.11
JBo$ton, 1766. This discourse is de-
dicated to William Pi tt, " an illus-
trious patro n of A merica ," who is
thus complimented (pp. vi. vii.) :
** But , alas ! what can poor Amer ica
do in return ?—Nothing but cal l you,
over an d over again, her father , her
father ; and endeavour to make good
yonr generous engagements for her
pru dent , dutiful behaviour towar ds
her mother-country : nothing but
erect a few mar ble, brass or copper
statues in honour to you (for America
has but little si lver or gold) ; statue s
that will be of no serv ice to you, since
they will go to decay, long before
you r name and memor y wj ill need any
such poor hel ps to preserve them."

The text is fro m Ps alm exxiv. 7>
8. The w hole sermon is in a strai n
most dut eous toward s the mother-
country, an d most complimentary to
her govern ment . H er min istry are
now " upr ight , zealous for the public
good , an d knowi ng whe rei n it con-
sists." Her King has been endowed
with *' wisdom to discern , an d inte-
gri ty to pursue ^ the interests of his
people" (p. 10). His " generou s and
royal hea rt" is bade to rejoice, " that
by a single turn of the sceptre , when

664 Dr. Mytohew, of Boston, 17. 8.



he assent ed to the Repeal , he had
given more pleasure to three million
good subje cts, than ever he or his
royal gra ndfather g-ave them by all
the triump hs of thei r a rms. " These
yood subj ects are exhort ed " to pay
due respect in all things to the Britis h
Par liament " (p . £5). " I hope ," says
the p reac her, (p. 26,) " there are
ver y few peop le, i f any , in the colo-
nies, who ha ve the least inclination to
renounce the general jurisdi ction of
Par l iament over t hem , w hatever we
may t hink of the particular right of
tax ation. " He adds , (p . 29,) . " It
wou l d be our misery, if not our r uin,
to be cast off by Great Britai n, as un-
wort h y her farther regards. What
then would it be, in any supposa ble
way, to d raw u pon ou rselves t he
whole weight of her j ust resent ment !
What are we in the hands of that
nati on, which so latel y trium phed
over the unite d powers of France an d
Spain!" The preacher , howeve r,
qua lifies this strain of humilit y, by
reco llecting that Britai n " did this ,
in a grea t measu re , by means of her
commerci a l intercourse with , and aids
from the colonies."

From these passages it will appea r
that the lan guage of ct this transcen-
dent^gen ius," as a sensi ble and well-
infor med scholar and divine is fondl y
panegyri zed , (p. 297,) is not always
suit ed to ex press the manl y feelings of
consist ent Repu blicans . Dr. M ay hew7
will , I apprehen d , be chiefl y quoted
in his countr y 's histor y, to shew what
poor and cont racted views of civil
policy, and what abj ect notions of
colonial dependence were entertai ned
m 1766, by an A merican patriot j
thoug h one who had " been ini tiated ,
in yout h, in t he doctrines of civil li-
ber ty, as t hey Were taug ht by such
men as Plato , Demost henes, Cicero ,
an d ot her renow ned persons amon g
the anc ient s ; an d such as Sidney
and Milto n , Locke and Hoadl y,
among the mod erns " (p. 85). It
would , however , be unj ust not to
mention a pro bable hint against negro -
slavery, which occurs at p. 4 of this
sermon. Spea king of men " made
slaves by the ri ght of conquest in
war ," the preacher adds , " if the re
he indeed any sucli right ," This
doubt, was pro babl y, all which could
«e endure d by an audience of slave-

holders ; for such were Bostonians in
17661 i

Dr. Ma yhew surviv ed the delivery
of thi s discourse only a few weeks*The conclu ding article in this collec-
tion is the discou rse on his decease,
preached to his congregati on " b y
Charl es Cbauncy, D. D, A Pasto r
of the fi rst Churc h in Boston ,7* Bos-
ton , 1766. A passage in this dis-
course shews that Dr. May hewV dis-
orde r had affected his mental faculties.
Thepreacher hav ing mentioned (p. 33)
" his dependence on the mercy of God,
throu gh the mediation of the only
Sav iou r Jesus Christ ," adds , ** in this
temper he lived , and in the sam e
temper , I believe, he would have died,
had it pleased the all-wise, ri ghteous
and hol y Sovere ign of the world , to
have permitted the free use of his
reasona ble powers. " It appears from
a Note (p. 28), that Dr . J May hew had
been represented in a pam phlet , as
*' an enem y to the atonem ent by Jesus
Christ. '1 Dr. Chaunc y testifies that
" he never had the least doub t about
it. " But the question ret urns , What
did Dr. May hew or his friend unde r-
stand by that equivocal term > Per -
haps any thin g rather than the Cal-
vinistic scheme of satisfaction by vica-
rious punishmen t.

N. L. T.

On~th e Sabbath . v 665

Liverpool,
Sir , October 9, 1819.

YOUR Correspondent Dominicu s,
in your last Number, [p. 55$*]

has given sufficient evidence to shew
what were J ohn Calvin 's not ions re-
specting the observance of the Sab-
bath day. I am by no means inclined
to " esteem one day above an other,"
abstracted ly speaking ; but t have
doubts which I should much lik e
Dom i nicus , or some other intelli gent
rea der, to solve.

In the fi rst place, some persons
seem to be of opinion wit h Cal vin ,
that t he observance of re ligious ordi -
nances , on any given day, is a mere
matter of " utility and expedience ,"
for , say they, unless some specific
time is appointed , " how can they
be observed ?" Fart her, Calvin is
said to have expressed his *' app ro-
bation of the conduct of the anci ent
Fathers in substituting the Lord V
day for the Sabbath ," at the same
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Cainscro MS ) Gloucestershir e,
Sir , October 18, 1819.

WERE the pages of critical pub-
lications to be generall y  sub-

jected th emselves to criti cism, there
would be no end to auima dversions
and replications , til l the weari ed
reade rs ceased to become purchasers.
Sotfne persons may even object to an
occasiona l notice of th is kind of the
ephemeral pages of a monthl y publi -
cation -r but of this sentiment the Re-
viewers in question evidently are not,
since they devote man y, lines, in a
subsequent articl e of the very Number
which I $h*H pne&eufcly luwe to not ice*
to au attac k Upon t$he Edinbu rgh
Review , . :

The " British Critic " commenced
an article in its Number for J une,
which was concluded in the subse-
quen t Number, upon a subject par*
ticular ly in t eresting to most of your
rea ders : the Genevese contro versy .
Many parts of this article mer it our
attention , and , in my opinio n , would
be worth transferring to your pages,
I leave this to your better ju dgment,
while 1 dro p a remark or two en pa s-
san t. I took up the work with feel-
ings of eager curiosity , to see how
orthodox members of an Establ ished
Church would treat a question in
which ministers and professors of an o-
ther establishm ent, charged with he-
terodoxy ,  were implicated. It is but
justic e to say, that the clergy of Ge-
neva are treated by the high Churc h-
men of Eng land wit h much great er
huma nity, wot to say liberalit y, * tha n
bv or thod ox Seeeders or Dissenter s.

The Reviewers appear to have been
much hampered to reconcile cano-
nical obedience with the obedienc e of
faith ; and a Calvinistic student , in-
clined to rebel against the authorit y
of his Unitarian tuto r , would And
some diffic ulty in compreh ending the
line of cond uct which English divines
of the High Church would have him
adopt . Did my time and your pages
admit , I shoul d like much to presen t
your readers with an abstract of the
articl e with remarks , but having called
their attent ion to the subject, shall
content myself with a quotation or
two.

Speaki ng of the Geneva, edition of
the Bible of 1805, a new transl ation ,
of the great merit of which many of
your readers ar e wel l aware , the Re*
viewer remark * :

** In proof of the general opinion
respecting it, it is alleged that the
Bible Society of Geneva have refused
to circulate it , w hile a reimpress ion
has been promoted of the Bibles of
Martin and Ostervald. lq rep Jy , it
is ur ged, that the sty le of the new

* We may say iC liberal ity,"" for the
Reviewer has most ingenuously pointed out
a gross misrep resentation of Granus, one
of the opponents of ttte clergy, a misre-
piesentati on which the Bissau ting writer
of aii article in the Eclectic ReiHiov*, wo«
not aebained te adopt and giro faartte*'
cur acy to*

66© " British Critic" on Unitar ianis ni at Geneva .

time apt w ishing to be underst ood as
supposing that " Chris tians , like J ews,
were under any divine law , which
had consecra ted a seventh portion of
their ti me for exclusively relig ious
uses." I want to know where, in
Scrip ture, we are left at liberty to
consult our own conven ience in th is
matter . J esus Chri st preached no
such doctrin e ; but , on the contrary,
observed the Jewish Sabba th himsel f,
and declar ed that he came not " to
destro y the law/ * Who were the
u ancient Father s/ * whose conduct
Calvin appr oved, for " substituting
the Lor d' s-day for the Sabbath ," t hus
taking upon themselves to do what
Jesus Chr ist never did or taug ht?
When and where did these " ancien t
Fathers " first introduce this innov a-
tion into the Ch ristian system ? I
conceive tlaa t it is little to the purpose
to say tha t the New Testament no
where commands the observance of
one day in seven * whi lst it contains
no revocatio n of the old law, which
appears to have been binding on our
Saviou r, bis observ ations respecting
it, going onl y to condem n th e supe r-
stiiion which had crept into it.

Our modern Father s have undo ubt -
edl y the same author ity as the ancien t
ones to alter laws for iC convenien ce
or utility ;f> but till I am satisfied of
the validity of tliai r warrant , I shall
continue to believe that the fou rth
commandmen t stands precisel y on the
same footing , and : claims the same re-
gard as the other nine.



translation^ thotigh stitl defective in
many, points, Is incontestabl y better
than that of its predecessors, and that,
in paVticula'r, the books of Job, the
Psalms and Isaiah are acknowledged
to be greatly superior to all the other
French translations. Thou gh opposed
by the * Trinita rians* from the firs t
momen t of its publication, (afo. impor-
tant admission , which it is of conse-
quence to remark,) it is not to be
supposed that learned and able th eo-
logians would have admitt ed 'grave
alterations ,1 without being supported
by authentic manuscri pts. If decried
by the. Bible Society of Geneva, i t is
held in such estimation "in England,
that it is the only French Bible which
is sought after in this country. We
have some reasons for dou bling the
accuracy of this latter assertion," &c.
The Reviewer proceeds to speiak of
an edition published by the Bible
Society in England , irrtended appa-
rently to oppose the Geneva Bible ;
thi s latter I have not compared, and
can say nothin g of it $ but that all
" Trinitarians" did not " oppose11 the
new Genevese Vertfioh, «« f rom the
firs t*" I have good proof, and such as
the British 'Critic will not, I think,
be disposed to undervalue. Mon.
Abauzit, minister oT the French Con-
formist Church of St. Martin'sOrgain^in Cannon-street, London, shewed
me, whil e he was preparing for the
press, aboat ten years since, his nevv
translation of the Liturgy, a copy of
the Genevese Bible, of which he spoke
in th e highest terms of eulogy. I was
at the time a Trinita rian, as well as
that gentleman himself, and bis or-
thodox y will scarcely be questioned ,
while it is known that he was the
protege of the lute Bishop Porteus .
When his new Pra yer Book appeared,
he gave his sentiments to the public
in an " AvertissenffenV ' in which he
speaks of fh£ " etnin ent service"•which religion has received from the
"'pastorfc atid professors of the Church
of Geneva ," calls it a " complete
v ersion , which, according to the most
enlightened suffrages , is infi n itely su-
perior to the old orre." Acting agree-
ab ly to these views he gi ves the
gospels, Epis«es, Psalms V<J Sen-tences of Scripture, (tlVf rom the Ne*vVersion, irrfonriirtgliis'readers df" thegreat advantages which thfence resttlt,

as it Regards both the beauty of s {he
sense anld nobleness of the style."*

* Extract from the AvetbUsef beni \>te-
fixed to " La LhuT gie, on For amiaire &es
Prieres P«"bl iques, selon F Usage :de rfE gtise
Ang licaae ,7 '—a Lond res ehes Scatcherd
et Lette rman, &c. 1811*

" _ Les Eg-lises Fran coises Conformis^es
etabli ^s en Angleterre se ser.ve.nt dans le
culte public , de 3a Litur gie An^licaii fB,
d> apres nne traduc tion qus , pour le slyle9etoit bien inferieuie a T ori g in |al.

" La part ie la plus imprtrtante etoit
malheure usement la plus detfeetiieii sre.
Dans tows les passage s tkes des Livres
Saints , on av^it a-peu-pr &s suivi P an-
cienne Version de la Bi1)Ie. Version
sauve lit i ryexact e pour ie sens, toujow rs
suran nee pour le langage, xemplie d' ex-
pres sions qui par laps de temps sont deve-
nues trivia les ou meme g*rossi eres . On ne
s  ̂ en ^tonneva pas si Ton consider e qne
les deux Versio ns de la Biblej faites d' apr es
le Texte Hebreu paries Eglises Reform ees
son t du 16e . si£cle, la p remiere de 1535,
ia seconde de 1568, e'est-a-dire a^atvt la
pub licatio n d' aucun des ouvrag -e« qui ont
fixe la Jan g-ue Fraii£oise. Ce snjet de
reg-re t a cesse d' exister. Les Litres Sa-
cres nous ont ete presen tes dans une forpn e
qui De les altere plus : la reli gion est
redevable de cet eminent service aux ^ Pas -
teurs et Professe urs d' Efflise de Geneve.
Us ont profile de toutes les luniieres qui
dans cet i ntervallede deux si^cles, se sont
repa ndties sur la cr iti que sacr iee, cotnme
r etude p lus app rofondie des langues Ori -
entates ,—la collation d^&rtoieti s man ii-
sct its ,—les vo3^ag*es faitif dans les pays
memes qn' avoieut hab itee les Ecri raJms
S acres ,—la .cannoissance des lie«^, de«
lois, des couturnes , des moe ius, et les p ro-
g ves de diverses sciences, qui ont indirect e-
ment servi a V eclairqi ssemen t des Li vres
Saints . C est avec tous ces secours et un
zele a. les employer , di gne de F import ance
du sujet ? qu e TE glise de Geneve a enfin
pub lie en 1605, une Version complete qifi ,
d' apres 5l es «uffrag-es les plus 6cIai n's, est
infinime j it suptfrieure a lvuncien>ne . Nous
nous sontm es preva>l u d 1 un si .gran d avan ^
ta «*e dans I 1 edition que nous doanons
aujoiir4' hui de cette Litur g i«. Evan -
giles  ̂ Epitr es, 'Pseaum es, Sentence s, nro ws
avons tou t emprunte de la iioii velle Ver-
sion. Nous I' avons gen^ralement suivis
Hans les an ties passages, t iires de nos Livres
'Sain ts. fOn s* aperce v ra pa r t,o\i tJ d u grand
avanrta «*e qii i en resulte pour In hetxtitf r da
sens et lii noblesse du Style. Oe travail
est *l<?veini interressiHi t ponr iJTitus par
r©^pi>ir de oontribuer & r ^dificalien coin -
jnune et «ta porter a la Iccftwte de la xBfb lo
ui ^ine ; par les /r ag^nens adiu iraoles qti '^ii
en tro u ve ici. '̂ —
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It has often been rem arked that
orthodox Christians , in classing Uni-
ta rians with Deists, &c, have on ly
followed the examp le (would to God
they had done so in no other point )
of the Roman Catholics , who have
constantl y maintained , from Bossuet
downwards , that Protestantism and
Infidelit y ar e synonymous , or nea rly
connected. The ministers of Geneva
€i  have subscri bed to no articles nor
confession of faith for more than a
century, because " ( .says one of thei r
ad vocates) " such formularies are too
often a fruitfu l cause of disagre e-
ment. " The Br itish Critic here r e-
marks , €t The Catholics have not
failed to avail themselves of this argu -
ment. The Abbe Labouderie has
published a pamp hlet at Paris , of
which the following is a translation
of the fi rst sentence :

** All the world is now convinced
that the reli gion of the Protestant
Churches is little more th an disgu ised
Socinianis m." Agai n, '« There will
be no schism between the clergy of
Geneva and the Reformed Churches
of France , Switzerland , Eng land and
Germany, on account of this Socinian
heresy. They are all alike ," &c.

What do you think of the pious
Abbe's integ rity and charit y ? Is it
p ossible he can be so ignoran t as not
to know that " Soeinians " are so-
lemnly anathematized in the Esta -
blished Church of Eng lan d twe lve
times per annum , and that too in the
set form of words which his own
church adopts ; onl y translated faith -
full y from barbarous Latin , into En-
glish equall y barbarous ? When I
read this I looked for a pretty severe
cast igation of the Abbe 's temerity,
with a solem n defence of the Critic 's
church against the odious charge of
Socinianism ; but jud ge of my surpris e
to find him parry ing instea d, the keen
thrust of Boileau :

' •' Tout P rotesta nt est Pape , une
Bible a la main ," and the following
sentepce , in support of orthodox cha-
rity, is perhaps one of the boldest that
ever proce eded from the pen of a
defender of a " churc h, by law esta-
blished :" " The P rotestan t Confes-
sions of faith , differ f rom the Cat holic
in this importan t point , that it is not
p retended tha t those who affirm any of
them to he erron eous, are rejected from

Thoug hts on a Country Life, sug-
gested by  a Paper in " The Round
Tabled ' , ¦ "

" Truth is not local . God alike per-
vades

The hum of cities and the peacefu l
shades ;

And may be fearM amid the husie& t
scenes,

Or scor ned where business never inter -
venes ."

r flAKING up " The Round Ta-
JL ble," a collection of Essays , the

chief part of which is ascr ibed to th e
pen of Mr. Hazlitt , my eye fell upon
the following passage : " All coun try
peop le hate one another : there is
nothing good in the countr y , or if
t here were , they woul d not let you
have it. " This, the beginning of a
ver y st ron g phili ppic against the
countr y, and the hap less dwellers
t herei n, affo rded me some amuse-
ment , but concluded by leadi ng me
into a train of thoug hts , of which the
following, perha ps, have fixed them-
selves the most st rong l y in my mind .

There cannot be a more egreg ious
mistake , it seems to me, than that
into which man v individuals have
fallen in their views of the hap p iness
to be deriv ed from retirement * There
is, indeed , a spur ,.an impulse gi ven
to th e mind by an abrupt trans ition
from the sameness of cities to the wild
liber ty of natu re , which , whi le it
lasts , is delightful. That freedom
may exist in the busiest scenes, is
certain. But yet are we , so much
t he creatu res of associat ion, tha t we
cannot separa te the idea of mental
from tha t of bodily  subjection . We
cannot persua de , oursejyes that our
wills are so free, th at our spiri ts can

666 Thoug ht ? on a Country Life.

the pale of salvat ion, nor are they
proposed as infall ible, bat as acts of
reference /' &c. (The word " infa l-
lible " is the onl y one wl>ich the Re-
viewer has thoug ht fit to dist inguish
by italics , but there are othe rs in the
sentence which equall y merit that
distinction , and 1 respectful ly solicit
i t on . their behalf. ) I canno t allow
myself to t respass fu rther by com-
menting on the last-ci ted passa ge ;
perhap s it iieeds none, but such as
must suggest itself to every reflecting
mind.

J : READ.



take so wide a range where custom
has prescribed ceriairi modes of speak s
ing, living and acting , as in scenes
vvhich are placed beyond the con-
tr oul of fashion and fancy. Person al
libert y * a freedom fro m those re-
straints which in large towns are for
ever crossing our inclinations , is un-
speak abl y precious to unsophisticated
man : yet thi s idea of liberty, delicious
as it is, will never remai n long upon
the mind . I t may be the fi rst and
th e most powerf ul thought which
presses upon us when we begin a life
seqluded from the observation of the
worl d , but it must soon share the fate
of all other solitary feelings, an d cease
to impar t either comfort or delight:
for th e pleasure of doing- what we lik e,
is, after all , nothing more nor less
than the most solitary and sensua l
of the beasts of the forest may con -
test wit h us; and the less the desire
of serving , pleasing and impro ving
others, mingles with our dai ly habi-
tudes , the closer is our approxima-
tion to them . Freedom , to be dujy
enjoyed by a rational being , must be
a ration al and active freedom. Man
is degra ded as soon as he tries to live
above the sympathies of huma n na-
tur e, quite as surely, though not per-
haps so obviousl y, as when he volun-
tari ly places himself below them.

So with regard to relig ion . I do
not wish to r evive the ancient dispu te
between the recluse and the dweller
in this worl d : but I cannot help j ust
ment ioning, that one sect of our mo-
der n poets * has thr own a degree of
sacredn ess over its tenets by pretend -
ing to a much more intimate commu-
nion with the Deity than is allowed to
the members of its rival contempor a ry
sects. I cannot forbear entertaining
great doubts as to the foundation on
which this prete nsion rests ; for, taking
a survey of what has been, it does not
seem th at the holiest among men
have been those who have lived in
the abst ract contemplation of the
Deity.

It is easy, it is .na t ura l, when we
come forth among the work s of God,
to lift up our hearts at once to th esou rce of beauty and blessing, for the nno interve ning object Wems to inte r-
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pose bet ween earth and heaveq. Con-
tinued communion with the worl4
lowers the tone of our minds : there
is a wor ldliness contracted by inter -
course with the great and vain , which
it is well to set rig ht , ari d to send the
" life and blood" of virtuous enthu -
siasm once in a * while thr ough the
heart * A view of the works of God,
apa rt fro m the ways of man , com-
monly does thi s. It purifies , recti fies
and refines. - Yet we hav e many
proofs that th e attempt to live above
the world is as unnecessary to the
perfection , as it is fatal to the useful-
ness of a character. *' Men ought to
know ," says Bacon, ** that on the
theat re of the world it is only for
God and the angels to be specta tors."
But is the view which revelat ion and
reason lead us to ta ke of even the
Divine Being, that of a passive and
quiescen t spect ator ? Or , is he not
rath er continually operating to pro -
duce and per fect the harmon y of crea *
tion ? And shall we thi nk oursel ves
at liberty to remain enra ptured , but
indolent spectators of his wor k, when
he calls us to lift up our feeble hands
in its support ?

So with regard to genius.—I very
much doubt whether thou ght is ever
so lofty and inventi ve, as it is in the
minds of those vrho enjoy a prett y
large , or , at least , an active com-
munion with their fellow-creatures.
Would Milton have wr itten bett er
had his mind been less worke d u pon
by the passing events of his time ?
Would Shakespeare have described
th e most simple and secluded scenes
of nature with more beaut y, had his
whole life been past in the contem-
plation of them ? Wou ld Franklin
have thought more profoundl y, or f in
genera l, to better purpose, had he re-
ti red from the ' cares of the world to
indul ge in solitary reflection ? Per-
haps , too, the habits of inacti on,
w hich female education often engen-
ders , have a strong tenden cy to keep
down t he powers of mind possessed
by that sex, below thei r natural level.
The sickly d reams of senti ment in
which they are led to ind ulge, oft en
from a dearth of better employment,
prove * the little connexion' which a
life of leisure and speculation has with
strong and inventive genius.

However, it must be confessed , to

Thoughts on a Country Life. G$£
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return to Mr. Haz litt and hia remarks
upon the country , that many of those
who reside ther e are residen ts more
from necessity than from choice. We
must take th em as we find them 3 but
to miti gate the harshne ss of his cen-
sure it would be wel l to observe , that
there are difficultie s and discourage-
ments belonging to the situation of
whi ch Mr. Hazl it t does not dr eam.
An indolent , weak , ineffec tive indiv i-
dual may make a tolera ble figur e in
the citv , where his weakness finds
support from those better able to cope
with ignorance and er ro r than himself*
If he fails , numbers fail with him. It
requires little effort to j oin the crowd ,
and small glory is attached to success .
In the country a man must be a ci-
pher , or he must possess 110 smal l share
of activity and resolution. If he acts
at all , he commonly acts alone. He
has no party to supp ort or oppose him.
It is not that there is nothing to do -,
not that a countr y life need be an
inactive one : but that sing le and iso-
lated individuals are often want ing in
Energ y to perform their parts. Fr om
this unassi sted med iocrity of talent
often arises a character by no mean s
amiable : for how should a man love
the bei ngs he has never attempted to
serve ? We might rever se the picture
however : for , 1 am satisfi ed , that
where party and ambition have little
influence , there is greater room for
much display of the kind and bene-
volent feelings, on minds pre viousl y
well disposed , and that among the
poore r class of society in the coun tr y,
if there is more indifference about
pleasing those in higher stations , th ere
is muc(i more attention to the wants
and w ished of those who occupy lower
situations in Jife.

Mr. Hazlitt , in an excellent paper
in the same volume , has th e courage
to avow his opinion , that no man can
attain any hi gh degree of excellence
in the profes sion, art or science, to
which he devotes himself, without in-
curr ing the charge of pedan try. I
suppose no man can be perfectly sat is-
fied with his lot, without being in
some degr ee a peda nt ; without not
onl y loving his hom e bet ter than any
othe r abode , but real ly thinking it
su peri or to any other . On this prin-
ciple country people for give Mr.
Haz litt , and look for forgiveness from

him in return , if they should ever be
tempted to indul ge in a censure as
stron g, thoug h probably not so able,
as that which he has penned ,

Z.

Sir ,

I 
WA S pleased to find in your last
Number , [p. 4910 that steps were

taking to remove fro m our statu te-
book , the heavy load of nation al guilt
occasioned by Cqstom-Hous e oaths.
But you r Corres pondent may not be
aware that the matt er has long en-
gaged the attention of serious Chri s-
tians. Some years ago, th e late wor-
th y Mr. Thornton , of Cla p hatn , was
app lied to, to interest those members
in the House of Commons , with whom
he was particu larl y connected , to move
Parliament to cor rect the evil now
complained of; wh y th is was not done,
or whether the app lication was mad e,
and not sufficientl y countenanced , I
cannot recollect. At tha t time the
late Mr. Palmer , of Ha ckney, used to
relate the opinion of the venerable
philanthropist Mr. Howard on that
subject. Most likel y some of his
friends can give a correct statement
of his expressions. I cannot  ̂ andl
have looked for them in the late pub-
lication of his Life , by Mr. 'Brown ,
but could not find them. As far as
my memory serves me, I should think ,
his word s were , •* C ustom-Hoa se
oaths are as useless to government , as
they are snares to those by whom
they are taken. " Much as I value the
opinions of those who now inherit the
promises , it is to suggest . a hin t or
two to the living that I now ta ke up
my pen . At the time to which I refer
1 was visiting a fr iend nea r the sea.
He one clay took me to the Custom-
House in the neig hbouring town. I
conversed with two of the pri ncip al
officers of the Custom-House. I found
them read y to give me every infor ma-
tion I w ished. They bot h declared
their conviction of the total inexpe-
diency of the present laws to prevent
the revenue being injured. Now, at
this season of the yea r many of th e
gentlem en who are earnest to serve
thei r count ry , both by incr easing ^8
revenue and stopp ing the temp ta tion
to inju re it , mi ght gain usefu l infor-
mation at the several Custom -Houses
where they are spend ing the ir time
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as bathers, or cpmp& nions of the ir fa-
milies, w'ho are seeking health from
the sea bree ze y and by commu ni-
cat ing th is, either throu gh newspaper s
or to same permanent bod y, for , 1
supp ose, such a bod y is or wil l be
form ed, a mass of evidence might be
obtai ned that would be of national
benefi t. It is from little beginnings
the greatest events of ten follow. Hav-
ing been busil y engaged in prom ot ing
th e discussion on the Slave Trade ,
when the bu siness was fi rst brou ght
forward / and having lived to see every
rem ains of it viewed with abhorrence
by my feJi qw-cou iitry niei), I hope the
same success will attend the mea-
sure s now adopted for lessening the
violati on of our Redeemer 's command ,
" swea r not. " This is a cause in
which there appear s to me to be no
contendi ng or opposing interest , and
seems onl y to require pro per exertion
to cal l forth the publib to have the
evil speedily removed . Since I read
your Corres pondent 's Letter , I hav e
converse d with two persons of hi gh
rank , one from his office , the other
from his birth , and both seemed con-
vinced that the administration would
render every assistan ce to facilitate the
measure , if pursued in a becomin g
manner. If you thin k these observa-
tions worth y of your notice, you will
receive them as the good wishes, in-
stead of the active efforts of

SENEX.

Mr. Manning on Joh n Baptist's Message to Jesu *. 07,1

th em believed on them , others doub ted,
and ot hers pursued him with impla-
cable malice, emd sought to take away
his life. His own disci ples but ill
und erstood the end of his manifesta-
tion and the design of his king dom.
And Joh n, who had been his har -
binger , appears to have adopted the
prejudices of the Jews. I am full y
aware that the generality of inter pre-
ters , indeed i know of none but Justin
Martyr and Tertullian of a different
opinion , have supposed that , notwit h-
standin g the message which he sent
by his disci pJes to Christ , he never
ente rtained any doubt of his being the
M essiah. Never theless , if I mav ven-
ture to differ fro m so great and nu-
merous authoriti es as concur in su p-
porting this op inion , I cannot help
apprehending that John was in some
tfieasur e infected with the universal
prepossession of the Jewi sh nat ion,
that the M essiah would assume great
outward splendo r and magnificence ;
and perceiving himself, who was his
messenger and forerunner , confined in
a prison , and forcibly restrained from
publishin g his messa ge ; and hearing
that Christ wrou ght a variety of mi-
racles where ver lie went, and that he
sent out his disci ples to do the same,
he impatientl y presumed that if Christ
were reall y the M essiah , he would
work some miracle in orde r to release
him. Not findin g, after a considerable
lapse of lime , that any thin g of this
sort was attempted in his favour , he
gre w un easy, and began to suspect
whether Christ might not be only
some great prop het who was likewise
to introd uce the Messiah. And thi s
appears to be a supposition no way
incons istent with a due regard to
Joh nV prophetic character , which is
very safe, notwithstanding we al low
him to have been subject to the com-
mon frailties of human nat ure ; and
that severe * afflictions might have be-
gun to dishearten him.

Jolin had never named Christ ex-
pressl y as the Messiah , but only had
declared , that one who was coming
after him was to be ** preferred before
him, whose shoe-latchet he was un-
worth y to unloose. " J ohn's doubting
whether he was righ t in supposing
Chris t to be the Messiah , thou gh it
was an evidence of his Weakness and
insta bility, yet, at the same time, is a

Exeter,
Sir , October 7, 181J >.

YOUR Correspondent Brevis , in
his Brief Notes on Scri ptur e, in

your last Repositor y, [p. 544,] makes
some very just observations on pro-
lixit y $ and that I may not incur the
cen sure of so candid a writer , I pro-
ceed immediatel y, and as briefl y as
possible, to state my views of the sub-
ject of John the Bapt ist' s message to
our Saviour.

When our Lord entered on his
ministr y ther e were clea r and illustri-
ous signatures of divinit y stamp ed on
his mission , yet there were other cir-
cumstances also which gare a colour ,
thr ough the ignorance of some and
the per ver seness of others , to represent
mm ^s an impost or. The Jew s were ,
therefore, var iously affected by his
teaching and miracle s. Some amon g



stron g evidence that t here was no
collusion , no unfai r understanding be-
tween him and our Saviou r . ,

And th is opinion appears to me to
be m uch confirmed by the context 5
for the Evangel ist Matt hew ex pressl y
informs us, that when John hear d in
prison of the works of Jesus , he sent
two of tiis disci ples to him , who were
to say, •* Art thou he that should
come, or do we look for anoth er ?" Not
the least inti mation is given that John 's
disciples had any doubt that Christ
was the Messiah , or an y desi re of being
further informed . On the other hand ,
the most natural construction of these
word s is, that Joh n -wanted to have
his own scrup les removed. Arid ac-
cording ly our .Lord inst ructs the mes-
sengers to deliver this answer to John:
u Go, shew John the things which ye
do hear and see," &c. John himself
could not come in person to rec eive
the satisfaction he wanted , because he
was in prison ; and our JLord might
not think it pru dent to have a personal
inter view with him , because he was
Iiis near relation , and had been his
avowed advocate and friend , lest a
plausible handle might be given his
enemies, for pretendin g thei r inter -
view was contrived to concert mea-
sures to carr y on a fraud and imposture
between them , Joh n, therefo re, sends
two of his discip les, and Christ gave
them the amplest satisfacti on. But
our Lord was so apprehensive , when
they were gone, that the multitud e
would make reflections on these scru-
ples of John to his disadvanta ge* that
he . fi rst takes occasion frankl y to ani-
madvert on his fickleness and want of
faith , and irresolutio n as a man , and
then , notwithstandin g, to bear a most
honourable testimony to the greatness
of his characte r as a prophet. And as
soon as John ^s disci ples were departed ,
the historian informs us, that Chri st
began to speak to the multitude con-
cern ing John. " A nd what went ye
put in the wilder ness to see ? A reed
shaken with the wind ? And what
>Ye^t: 

ye out for to see ? A man cloth-
ed in soft raiment ? Behold, they who
w^ajr soft cloathi pg are in kings '
houses." As if he had said—See the
weakness of human nat ure, even in
ttie greatest and b$rt of men. Surel y
4?hVM*> ^een grea sy irtaggeral with
this storm of adversity into which he

has fallen . Has it not caused him to
waver and fluctuate like a reed shaken
with the wind ? If he had expected
to meet v^ ith no trial of his fait h and
reso lution , he should not have clothed
himself in the raiment of camels* hair,
and put on a leathern gird le, and
trusted for his food to the prov isions
of the wilderness. They who requir e
delicacies , and w ould be treated with
ten der ness, should seek a residenc e in
the palac es of princes. But they who
go out on so arduous an en terpri se as
Jo hn , should be prepared to meet
with trials , and to bear up under dis-
appoi ntments with unshake a resolu-
tion. Nevertheless , though Jo hn's
faith has been read y to fail him, yet
do not let this induce you to disregar d
the testimon y he has al read y bor ne
concerning me, and to overlook the
past labours of his life, which deserve
high commend ation. " For w hat
wen t ye out for to see ? A pr ophet ?
Yea, I say unto you , and more than
a prop het : for this is he of whom
it is written , Behold, I send my mes-
senger before th y face, which shall
prep ar e the way before thee ; and
veri ly I say unto you, among them
that arc born of women , there has
not risen a greater th an Joh n the Bap-
tist."

I would not be too confident I am
right in this interpretation ; but it
appea rs to me the most natu ral and
the least forced and constrai ned , and
as such I subm it it to the considera-
tion of your Corr espondent.

JAMES MANNING .
Î M

Liverpo ol,,
Sik , J une 28, 1819-

WITH my friend Mr. Fu llagar,
[p. 302,] I rejoice at the esta-

blish ment of whatever has a tendency
to promote the cause of Unitar ian ism,
and to pro d uce that un ion of exer tion
which has long been felt to be essen-
tial to its dissemination. M uch has
certa inly been done towar ds this great
point, but 1 t hink a most importa nt
measu re remains to be adopted , before
the same facilities ar c afforde d tq us
as are possessed by othe r sects. Mr*
Fullagar suggest s t '̂ e yii)ity of **^he
pub lication of a list of alj the r^ligiou3
societies n\ , pur cQnppxipn  ̂

With , tfie
names 9/ j^heir ijMiiiHters , ajjd a ipotice
where Fellowship Funds 'Ittv e toeea
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established," &c. Such an idea has
before app ear ed in the Repository ,
but, with many others equal ly excel-
lent, has not been acted upon , and for
a very obvious reason , viz. the absence
of every thi ng among Unitarians , like
the organizktion observable in other
denominations, and which gives them
so decided an ad vantage 3n obtaining
or disseminating information. It is of
litt le avai l to propose usefu l plans,
unless means are adopted for accom-
plishing them , and thoug h individuals
ar e to be found , willing to do a great
deal , no public good ought to be left
to chance or personal inclination .

Highly as I may think of the good
ar ising from the association s that are
from ti me to time forming in different
par ts 'of the kingdom, I cannot hel p
comparing them to branche s without
any connecting head or centre. Their
sphere of usefulness is limited to a
certa in circle, and they are not as
effectual as they might easil y be ren -
dered, for the circulation of gener al
and regular information. lam aware
of the objection s made to the form a-
tion of new establ ishments, particu-
lar ly whi lst a disinclination is obser-
vable to j oin in those alread y existing.
A numbe r of unconnecte d institutions
are certain ly objection able, but I per-
ceive no reaso n wh y One Genera l As-
sociation, pro per ly subdivide d , should
not be able to take cognizance of
whatev er affects the whole bod y of
Unita rians , exceptin g, perh aps , the
objects embraced by the Fund , which
seem to call for a separate manage-
ment. With this impres sion I joined
in the regre t of several fr iends, that
the recent Association for the p rotec-
tion of our Civil Rightst was esta-
blished for one-pu rp ose only, whilst ,
as an annual meeting of represen ta-
tives formed a part of the plan , other
objects might reasonabl y have been
connected with it. We ar e in tjbe
habit of looking to the metropolis , as
a common centre , and on every ac-
count I do not see where else could ,
with mor e pr6 priet y, be esta blished
a committee, annually chosen , to form
the head of a Genera l Unitarian Asso-
ciation of the Vvhole connexion. In
correspond ence Vvith such a com-
ttutt ee, branc hes might be formed in
the country , by dividing the kingdom
*«to regular district s, each to chbose
a t reasurer , secretar y, and , perhaps ,

a local committee . The secretary
should keep a corre ct *« list of all the
congregations in his dist rict , w ith the
names of their ministers ,'* &c. To
this might be added th e numbers in
eachtcongregation , and an y alter ation s
or remarka ble events should be re-
corded . He might hold a corres pon-
dence occasionall y with the ministe rs
or members of congr egations , particu-
larl y when any event occurred which
should seem to demand the i nterfer-
euce of the London Com mittee , such
as the invasion of our •• Civil Rights,"
&c. It is obvious , that with some
such organization as this * every spe-
cies of information ^ would , with the
greatest easle, be obtained by the local
or London Committ ee , and nothing
could occur of any moment which
would not have the attention of the
competent authorities , it is of pri-
mary importance lhat meetings , open
to general attendance , should be per i-
od ical ly held in each His tri « t , which,
either by letter or by delegates , should
communicate , to an annu al meeting in
London , any informa tion tha t might
appea r important or inte r esting to the
connexion. The benefi cial effects of
district associations are alrea dy app re-
ciated , and it is onl y for them to be-
come genera l and systematic, to prove
that they would be the means of pro -
ducing that con centration of effort ,
so often called for among - tis. A
greater degree of intima cy and fellow-
feeling would be engendered by them ,
information would be disseminated ,
intelligence would be spread of cases
requi ring pecun iary or other aid, and
plans for the promotion of our cause
would receive discussion. The 1 Uni-
tarian Fund would find power fu l sup-
port in such meeting s, for, at present,
in many part s of the country its ob-
jects are very imperfectl y understood ,
nor would such glaring cases then be
allowed to pass un not iced , as ha ve
been bro ught before the public by
Mr. Procto r , [XIII. 688,] respec ting
the situa tion of the chapels at Staf-
ford , Stone and Newcastle -uuder- Line,
•' which," he thinks , " by a little ex-
ert ion ati d expense, might be rescued
from their pre sent degraded and use-
less condition/ 9

It riiay become a quest ion as to the
best mode of raising and managing
the funds of such am Association.
The donati ons and subscrip tions of

• - . . ..
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individual s w ould undoubted ly form
a part of them -y but 1 hope the time
is at hand when they "will be increased ,
so as to bear some propor t ion to the
wealth of our bod y, and become equal
to the demands made upo n them.
The necessity of forming Fellowship
Funds is becoming more apparent ,
and the introduction of systematic
proceeding s would have a powerfu l
tendency to make them universal. It
might be optional with the congrega -
tions to pay the who le or a pro portion
of the amount raised by each, to the
distric t tr easurer , for general pur -
poses} and this I conceive , would
concentrate their strength , on a plan
prefer able to that recommended by
Mr. Awbrey, [XlIL 70S,] of" making
the gentlemen of the Unita rian Fund ,
in London , the centr a l committee for
the Fellowshi p Fun ds." Thus would
the Association be the means of ad -
ding greatl y to our resources , parti -
cularl y from congregat ions, an d on
their contributions might be ma de to
depend any benefi ts or privileges ari-
sing from it.

Per haps , above al most every ot her
consideration , publ icity in all our af-
fairs is nec essary, in order to interest
and engage the attention of the indivi-
duals of our bod y. On this account ,
a detailed repor t from the London
committee , somew hat like the Yearl y
Epistle of the Quakers , might be
published afte r the annual meetin g,
an d conveyed to congregation s by th e
distr ict secretar ies, with any additio nal
remar k s of their own , that local cir -
cumstances might seem to deman d.
By th ese means would be establish ed
a chai n of communication which would
bring the affairs of our whole bod y
home to every fi resid e, and this , 1 am
persuaded , would amp ly repay any
ex pense or trouble attending it, by
removing the difficulty, too often
per ceived , of creat ing individual in-
terest in events passing at a distan ce-

Obj ections have been raised by
some against such an or ganization as
I am proposing, on t he grou nd that
the Unita ri an bod y is not sufficient l y
pr epare d to receive i t;  but to me it
appea rs th at this a rgument would
have pr evented the adop tion of man y
of the most important establishm ents
for human improvement. Besid es
this , I scarce ly sec the justice of such
reason ing, when we look aroun d us,

and see that alread y proce eding in a
detache d, irregular way, which I
would endea vou r to rende r systema-
tic , and more extended in its oper a-
tion. It is evident that , were we to
wait for uni formity of opinion, few
things would ever be commenced •
and 1 see no reason to believe tha t ,
were a beg inning mad e, by however
small a number of persons, and dis-
tr icts formed, there would not be
foun d ener get ic characters in each,
willing to take an active part in the
necessary arrang ements. A numb er
of ind ividual s and congregations would
undoubte dly at once enter into such
a plan , and time , and the issue of
eve nts , must be left to work convic-
tion in the minds of tho se who do not
at presen t see its utility.

In thus advocating the formatio n of
a General Unitari an Association , I am
not supposing tha t the idea is a new
one, or that the end required may not
be arrived at bv a better mode than I
have imag ined. M y chief wish is to
excite the discussion of a proposition ,
the adoption of which , in some shape
or other , 1 believe would feffect that
union which is. called for in almost
ever y number of the Repository, and
enable us more 'effectual ly to adva nce
the great cause of Christian truth in
the world. Experience has shewn
the inefficiency of the present " rop e
of sand ,' 1 nor do I see what reason-
able objections can be raised against
our enter ing into such a compact as
shall effe ctuall y bring to one common
bearing our scattered and disjointed
pa rts.

T.
¦MMM MmflBIH M HBP*̂ * *

Sir , J une 17, 181 9-
DR. LELAND remark s, « that

it is no unusual thing for Chris-
tian wr iters , in their quotati ons from
H eathen authors , to produce passages
re lating to th e gods, as a pr oof that
t he H eathens acknowled ged the go-
vern ment and attributes of the Deity
in the Christian sense." Thifc charg e
of ipaccurat e representation he sus-
tains by a refe rence to u Dr . Sy kess
P rinci ples and Connexion of Natu ral
an d Revealed Religion, Ch. xiv. p.
362/' Th at learn ed divine had ther e
ascribed to the He athens *' a know-
led ge and firm persuasion that there
existed one underi ved , eter nal, su-
preme , intelli gent Being, Creator and
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Governor of the universe, good, pla-
cable, a punisher of vice, and rewarcier
of virtue, whom they thought it their
duty to worship, and to pra y to him ,
and this Being they called God. *
This knowledge and persuasion t hey
are supposed to have attained ** by
the mere light of unassisted reason ,
withou t any help from revelation and
tradition.

Dr. Sy kes, as Di\ Leiand farther
remarks, **. observes that * Cicero
well argues, that, if we grant that
God is an intelligent being, we must
grant that he directs and govern s all
things/ And yet Cicero, in that pas-
sage, as he himself quotes him , speaks
not of God , in the siugular number,
but of the gods. * Si concedimus in-
telligentes esse deo£,conceditnus etiatn
provide ntes, et rerurn quidem maxi-
inarum.' De Nat. Deor. Lib, ii." See
Leiand on 4 * the Christian Revela-
tion ," Pt. i. Ch.xiv.  8vo.l.. 311, Note.

I was led to consider thi s subject
lately, thoug h not foi? the first time,
by reading, in Dr, En field's able and
very instructive History, the follow-
ing concluding paragraph of the fi rst
book of Barbaric Philosophts :

" in the midst ot every appearance
of ignorance, su perstition and impos-
ture, it is, however, an important
fact, that the doctrines of a Supreme
Deity, and the immortal i ty of the soul,
were universall y received . * Who
does not admire (say s ./Elian , Var.
M ist. L. H. C. 31 )  the wisdom of the
Barba rians , none of whom ever fell
into the atheistical absurdities of Eu-
inerus , Diagoras, Epicurus , and other
philosophers ? No Indian , Celt or
Egy ptian, ever questioned whether
there were gods, or whether they
concerned themsel ves in the affairs of
men. 1" I have not JKHau at hand ,
but there is no reason to dou bt Dr.
Enfield's translation. It is extraor-
dinary that the learned writer did
Not observe how ill his quotation
served to establish his opinion , th atu the doctrine of a Supreme Deity/ *
"ot a belief in gods, had been ** uni-
versal ly received" by those nations to
whom he assigns " the Barbari c Phi-
losoph y/ 1 The reception of that doc-
trine must, I apprehend , be confined,
°u a strict examination, to " the an-
cient Hebrew*,'* and we know where
they discovered it.

h K.

Liverpool ,
_Sm, September 17, 1819.
IT gives me pleasure to find I have

been the means of exciting some
attention to so important a subject as
the Divine Influence.

In your last Number, (p. 470,) T.F.
undertakes to defend the Compilers
of the Liverpool Hymn Books, by
stating that they dfd not mean to
convey the idea that supernatura l
communications from the Deity are
to be expected as the result of our
petitions for divine illumination , any
more than , when using the words of
the Lord's Praver , " Give us this
day our daily bread," they would
expect to receive a miraculous supp ly
of food. They do, however, seem to
believe that both truth and bread may
be ex pected to be granted in answer
to petitions for them * and yet strangely,
as L .thiti k , deny such communications
to be supernatural.

I have always thought that the pe-
titionary part of devotion must be
included in the inquiry into the sub-
ject of the Divine Influence, and it
was my intention to enter pretty fullv
into it ; but as T. F, has introduced
it in his letter , I shall , at present, con-
tent mysel f with offering a few queries
and remarks respecting it. If it be
a duty enjoined upon us in the New
Testament, which T\ F. assumes to
/be the case, I would ask, whether the
precept and the promise are not
given by the same authority ; whether
they do not appear to be inseparably
connected , and whether they are not
equally obli gatory—if so, how comes
it to pass that, as the duty is in these
days most unsparing ly observed, it
appears impossible to specify a single
unequivocal instance of the appro-
priat e observance of the promise ?
Was not the fulfilment of the promise,
in the  age in which it was given,
exhibited in a great number of noto-
rious fads ; and by what  means, ex-
cepting by un deniable facts, can the
extension of the promise to the pre-
sent time be proved ? Can this be
done by shewing merely the possibi-
lity or Advantage of such facts ?- Can
the Compilers of the Hymn Books
produce a single instance, either in
themselves or ot hers, upon whose
veracity and jud gment they can rely t
of a proper answer having been giv&n
to any one of those extraordinary
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petitions which I have selected ? Are
they sure that what the New, Testa-
ment says of prayer and of consequent
divine communications , was i nten ded
for all fu tu re ages, as well as for the
miraculous age in whi ch it was deli-
vered ? If they are not certa in of
this , mny the y not , by misapply ing
the Scri ptu res, have become " wise
above what is written ," or rathe r ,
unwise respecting what is writt en,
and thus have inculcated sentiments
which are mischievousl y err oneous ,
and excited expect ations which can-
not be .r ealised ? Those who in any
way lead the publi c devoti on , in ray
opinion , take on themselves great
re sponsibilit y, and of this I hig hl y
app laud the Warringt on Compilers
for havin g been , so ' full y aware . In
order to prevent rnisconeeption , I shall
ju st remark that , alth oug h I cannot
perceive the probability of an an-
swer , properl y so called , being, in
these days 9 given to any peti tion , yet
I am as full y convinced , as any one
can be, of the tenden cy which the
expression of our wishes for good
disposi l ions naturall y has to strengt hen
and confirm these dispositions *, and ,
I will fu rther add , that I hav e no
dou bt that this effect is often pr o-
duced when these desi res ar e ex pres sed
in 'the form of pr ayer to Almi ghty
God for them : at the same time it
seems 10 me clea r , that the petitioner
deceives himself when lie ascribes
these effects to a particular divine
agency , when they are "nothing more
than the result of the general laws of
God , or , in other words , of the natural
operations of his own mind under the
influence of strong wishes and desires ,
and mi ght , 1 think , ht » obtained by
means much more simp le and direct
than that of supp lication.

In the nexl page, of the same Num-
ber " of the Repository, H. T. appears
as the advocate of pray er and of Di-
vine Influence.

Feeling , as I do, the advan ta ges of
all the othe r parts of devotion , 1 must
confess that I do not think th e devo-
tional spirit requires surh expressions
as those which I have selected from
the Liver pool H ymn s, w liirh H. T.
approves , and of whirl * he thinks it
would be easy to give a rat ional and
satisfactory exp lanation. This expla-
nation , I much regret , he has 7 not
given, as it might have th rown much

fight on the subject of prayer , and, at
the same time, on tjhat pf Divine In-
fluence.

It appea rs to me th at all the phe-
nomena of the universe , wheth er rna*
terial , intel lectual or moral , are the
effects of the oper ation of wha t ar e
called the lavys of nature } that is, of
the qualities and pr operties of the
materials of which the universe is
composed , and all these were created
by Almi ghty God , in order to accona-
plish the grand plans of his benevo-
lence. These laws, however , except-
ing in miraculous times, seem to act
uniforml y, regularl y, and witho ut any
interruption , even from any interfe r-
ence, direction or controul , of their
great Eprmer himsel f. Provi dence
meaning nothin g more than those re-
gular opera tions, affecting all brings,
however great , or however small , and
producing sometimes happ iness and
sometimes misery , agreea bly to the
orig inal views of the great designing
Cause -—4hvs he is ** the Fountain of
all bu r blessings" and of all our evils.
H. T. seems to admit these operations
of general laws ; but in speakin g of
God giving " bread ," " fruitfu l sea-
sons,** and €€ guidance in our spiritual
course ," which we are to have for
pray ing for , he supposes that God
*' has at his command all the series of
natural causes ,'* that is, I should ima-
gine, th at he interrupts this series of
natural causes , (which is precise ly the
definition of a mir acle,) " by placing
in our way the means of improvemen t ,
and ada ptin g our principles to our
trials. '1 H. T. adds , " surel y t his can-
not be thou ght irrational. '* I confess
it appears to me very irrational , and
the more so, as " God has actually
revealed his will to us in a superna-
tural manner /* that he should now
" so orde r his providence ," that is,
interrupt tli e action of his own laws,
'• th at this hol y will may be und er-
stood by us."

I will grant H. T. that if the pr o-
per answer to the petition be given ,
we may fairl y be content with our
ignora nce of the means by which the
Almi ghty communicated it- It H . T.
will shew me facts , indubita bly prov-
ing the answer , I will prom ise not to
be ver y curious about the means.

What H- T. says of the conversion
of a H eathen , I do not unders tan d, as
he asserts that the Supr eme Being
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«« promotes the infl uence , and super-
intend s the efficacy of those means
which he has planned for our instruc-
ti on/* In this case °f the Heathen ,
Hoes he supp ose that there is the con -
nexion of cause and effect between
Ih e pr ayer and the conversion ? It
would ra t her , I think , have the ap-
pea rance of mere coincidence , which
should not , however , the less excite
his gr atitud e.

H . T. speaks of " rel igion being
deprived of its influence " by the sup-
posed effect of prayer being xlenied ,
as he imag ines " our hel p ari d pro-
tect ion " in some way to depend upon
ft , and •' upon God 's spiri t in te r po-
sing its energ ies in beh alf of his crea-
tur es." What does all t his mean ?

With respect to " the personal re-
latio n " of God to his creatures , 1 know
not hing more , an d H. T. proves no-
t h ing more, t han that he has created
t hem, and given t hem faculties for all
necessary pu r poses ; that he p res-erves
or dest roxs them , agreeabl y to the
gener a l laws of his universe ; th at he
has consulted their happ iness by in-
ter fering with his general laws, in
or der to communicate hi ghly impor -
tant instruc t ion an d information b y
J esus Christ ; and that , accor din g to
the use they shall make of their facul -
ties , an d of t heir opportuni t ies for
improve ment , their futu re stat e will
be determ ined .

As H. T. will not suffer me to call
those influences which he has men-
tione d supernatur a l, I must be per-
mitte d lo consid er them as na tura l
phen omena , or e ffects of some fixed
law or laws of nature , requiring , like
al l ot her natural iv hetiornena , the evi-
dence of fads to prove their existence :
the evidence 1 demand. In short ,
wit hout such evidence , all the sup-
posed pro ofs of the New Testament
i» favo ur of suc h interpositions * must
be considered as inapp lica ble to the
pr esent day, an d must be limited to
t he mira culous age of the Christian
Ch ur ch.

ing no longer the ways of Prov idence
to assist us in the explanat ion of pi?o-
phecy, we are left to the fulfilmen t of
the fi gures of pr ophecy in former times
to determine upon those events tha t
are to take place m the succeeding
ages. Being come to that peculiar
period when the church of God is to
wield the sceptre of huma n govern -
ment , it may be as well to give, fi rst ,
the prop hetic descri ption of that
church - as record ed Rev. iii. 14—22*

1. Its nam e, the Ch urch of Lao-
dieea , lao , the people, dicea* thei r
ri ghts: the church which shall rule
the nations , and be the cause of all
the people of those nat ions possessing
thei r long-lost ri ghts. H ere, then ,
we behold the coinseqttef jrce of the
trium phs of Chri stianit y ; the oppres-
sor is dest roy ed, and the oppressed is
set free.

2. This long-desir ed church , the
antici pation of past ages, will , to the
true Christian , pr ove a d isappoint -
men t of his warm est ex pecta t ions.
He will see universal libert y of con-
scien ce, the execution of the pu re
princ iples of just ice, and t hese prin -
ci ples arising out of the intelli gence
of every mind , and by universal pra c-
t ice, become the very habit of society ;
but , wi lh  all these adva ntages over
past a**esf there will not be found
t hat fervid piety and ever -active gra -
titude to God , and filia l dependen ce
on him , whit h regulated the cond uct
of Paul , and will  regu late him who
1ms been forg iven much , and , the re*
foro , lovet h much. W isdom is the
fruit erf experience. J esus himself
was ma de comp lete by his sufferin gs,
an d w here that vvhkHh is lovel y and
beautifu l is performed by habit , and
not by c hoice, in the midst of tempta-
tion , there canno t be much virtu e in
its perfo rmanc e.

3. This church , from the loveliness
of their universal organization , w ill
cons ider themsel ves as rich and having
no need ; but Jesus , who was no luke-
warm chara cter , will consider tliet n
as wretched, miserable, impoverished*blind and naked, deficient of all tUt
requisites of t rue virt ue. Their state
had been that of u nmixed good, and
they were , therefore * deficient of tha t
true wisdom . which cannot be ob~
tained without having fi rst part aken
-of the fruit of the tree *>f Juie wJad gfe
of good and evil*
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4. The counsel of Jesus to this
church is to buy , or acquire of him,
gold p urif ied by  f ire* or faith , (1 Peter
i, 7») mid an ey esalve, that the e> es of
their mind may see thiugs in a hea lth y
manner , and white raiment * or ri ghte-
ousness ; i. e> dropp ing the fi gure s,
that they may see throug h all ages
past , man has lived a life of virtue ,
to be a son of God , a fi rst-born of
heaven , by not living u pon the things
of time and sense , but by livi ug in
confident expectation of receiving the
Divin e promises * Thev , seeing this ,
would look forward with hol y expec-
tation for the coming of Je sus , to be
per sonall y united to his church : this
alone could lead them into every
pro per feeling and ri ghteous obedi-
ence that would fit th em to sup with
J esus, and J esus with them , at that
marriage sup per which was so at the
door of that age, that , as this Laodi-
cean state ceases, that of the mar riage
of the Lamb will commen ce.

Turning to the political state of the
world that is to be durin g this Laod i-
cea n Chu rch , it wi l l  be found so mu-
tuall y in uniso n, that ever y- reflecting
mind will say that such a political
state must necessaril y be productive
of such eccles i astical consequenc es.

Chap. xx. 1—3. An an gel , or mes-
senger , comes from the throne of poli-
tical power , havin g the key of human
authority over the ab yss, or congre-
gated nations , and he Jai d hold of the
dragon , that old serpe nt who is the
de vil (the accuser ) and Satan  ̂

(t he
adversary,) and he bound him one
thousand years . The d readfu l battle
of Arma geddon closed the last poli-
ti cal stat e, in whi ch the Dr agonic , or
German Rome's army, with all its
leaders , perish , and this bindin g of
the d ra gon is the con sequence ; the
con quest of th e Germanic Roman
empire , and all it s political accusing
manners adv erse to the sp irit of Chri s-
tianit y are restrai ned for a tho usand
years ; so that durin g that period ,
throug hout the wor ld , the dramm, the
emblem of id olat ry, the serp ent * the
emblem of policy* the devil, the em-
blem of hu man desires , an d Satan , the
emblem of every thing adv erse to
human happ iness, these shall have no
dominion over man . But the same
huma n prop ensiti es, thoug h rest rained ,
will remain , and be permitted , at the
#itd of the thousan d y ear *, to net upon

human soci ety, and , for a short time,
to deceive the nations.

Vers . 4—6. In vi. 9, the pro phet
saw , at the opening of the fift h seal ,
under the altar , the lives of them who
are slain for the word of God ; at th e
11th verse they are commanded to
rest un t il their f ellow-servants and
their brethren * who, lik e them , shoidd
be h illed , should be comp leted . In
th ese verses , the prop het views the se
latter , who had been destro y ed und er
th e empire of the beast , united with
those killed under the dragon , and
exalted to thrones , not realh , but fi-
gurativel y:  as th e blood of Abel fro m
the ground cried out for ven geanc e
on the murderer , so the pri nci ples of
divine truth , for which the mart yr s of
Jesus died under the empires of th e
dra gon and of the beast , are now ex-
alted to dominion , and this is thei r
first resurrection. In the doctrines
of Jesus which they taug ht , and
which , with Jesus , they had died to
maintain , these doctrines or princi -
p les now have the full government
of mankind.

Vers. 7—10, describe the end of
the thousand yea rs , that at their close
the rest raint of human laws will be
relaxed , and that pride an d the lust
of dominion will be permitt ed to lead
the greatest part of mank ind to unite
and i^o in array against Je rusalem ,
and the camp of the saints , when they
shall be wholl y dest royed by fire
fro m heaven , and wi th them all hu-
man political power and all false
instruction shall end for ever. This
last tremendous act being the closing
period of all human existenc e, it ne-
cessaril y follows that every an ibi tioua
desire , as we ll as ever y adver se dispo-
sition of man to divine tru th , mus t
a lso cease for ever to exist , as t hese
pa ssion s can onl y belong to a state of
flesh and blood .

Vers. 11— 16. The prop het ha ving
closed the miilenial age, an d Laodi-
cean Church sta te , here i nt ro d uc es
the throne of jud gment. Before his
presence who sat upon it , h eaven ana
eart h, or all human and eccle siast ical
polity flee away, whilst th e dead,
small and great , stand at the bar of
God , befo re Jesu s the J udge, (J oh n
v. 22-, Acts xvii. SI ,) to be j udged
by thei r actions; and the conclusion
of this awfu l scene is, tha t death and
the grave , with all whose names *re
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not found among the living, have been
cast into the lake of fire , of which it
is said , this is the second death . The
fi rst deat h we know to be a cessation
of consciousn ess ; the second death
must be like it. The wicked , there -
fore, who undergo this punishment ,
caimot be in a sta te of sufferin g, but
in a state of unconsciousnes s.

Ch ap. xxi. We are now come to
th at age which closes all divin e reve-
latio n , the hope of th e millenial saint ,
the grand sera of the consummation
of man. The prop het , at its com -
mencem ent , beholds a new heaven , or
ecclesi ast i ca l polity, an d a neiv ea rth ,
or civil government , an d no more sea ,
or nat ion s, govern ments and peoples,
as it had before been.

Vers . 2—5, descri be, by way of
in troducti on , the scenes that are abou t
to take place under this period . The
saints, or fi rst- born of God , in the
character of a holy city d escend ing
with Jesus to dwell upon the earth ,
wh ilst a loud voice fro m the throne of
power procl aims , that the tent of God
is fixed amon g men , and that they
shall be his peop le, and God himself
shall be thei r God , and that he will
wi pe all tears from t h ei r ey es 5 that
sorrow , cry ing, pain , and death , shall
be no more , but the whole should be
made new.

Vers . 6—8 , appear to be an address ,
by Cod , to such as are in search
of wisdom : to t hem who thirst for
know led ge he will freel y give t he
wat ers of life, i. e. divine instruction ,
tha t he who , in any age, overco met h ,
shall inhe rit all the promises God
hal h made ; but t hat all who are th e
char act ers he here describes , shal l
un der go the pu nishment of the second
deat h.

Ver . 9. The pro phet is invited to
see the chu rc h of God unde r the cha -
ra cter of the bride, the Lamb 's wife ,
an d he is th en shewn the descent of
t he new J erusal em, descending fromvj od , out of heav en.

Ver s. 10—^7. The hol y city is,
therefore, not to be taken as litera l,
bu t as fi gu ra tive ; a descri ption of thechu rc h of God , built u pon the foun-
dat ion of th e apostles and tea chers ,J esus himself bein g the chief cornerst0»e. In th is city of God there will«ot be occasion for a temple; forevery one will then acknowl ed ge J e-
«<*«*, and worship him in spirit and

in tr uth * Ther e will be no occasion ,
in this glori fied ch urch , for a sun or
rulin g power , nor for a moon , or ma*
gibterial aut hority , reflectin g back th e
light received from the supre me au-
thorit y j for laws ar e not made for
ri ghteou s persons , but for the lawless
and disobedient : but where all are
ri ghteous , and every one obedient ,
governme nt becomes unnecess ary .—
Like the planets , ever y one unerring ly
performs his cour se ; and the nation s
of the earth , raised from the second
deat h , amon gst whom , vers - 2—5,
God ha t h fixed his tent , over whom
he hath placed rulers , ver. 24, who
bring* th eir glory and magnificence
into the city. These nation s wal k in
the light of th e city or churc h, but
whatsoeve r remainet h impure , remain-
eth without th e .churc h till pur ified,
and fitted to enter into it.

Cha p, xxii., goes on to describe
what is meant by this walkin g in the
li ght of the city, and its consequences ,
the healing of the nations -.

Ver. 1. The pr ophet is shewn a
pure ri ver of living water , p roceedin g
from the Lamb on the divine throne.
A river —the Psalmist exp lains this ,
of ever-flowing* instruction —proceeds
from the Lam b on the th rone of God.
2. The tre e of life is sur rounded by
this river , having twelve f ru it seasons ,
and yielding ever?/ month its f r uit, and
the leaves of the tree are f o r  the hea ling
of the nations. Solomon observes , that
*' the f ruit of the tip s is the tree of
lif e/ 7 The twelve fruit seasons are ,
pr obabl y, t he apostles , keep ing up
t he temp le symbol , in their priest ly
courses , givin g that inst ruction to the
nations w hich comet h direct ly from
God , throug h Jesus , to his apost les ;
and whilst they eat of the fruit of this
tree of k now ledge, they walk under
the shade of apostolical prot ection till
restored to pu rity. The end shall
be; 3, the curse shall cease ; the
Lamb shall be enthroned universal
monar ch ; 4, his servants , in thei r
gr adations of virtue , shall , in thei r ap-
pointed places of di gnit y, see him and
serve hi m; 5, there shall not again
be a ni ght of erro r, or need for the
lamp of inst ruction , or a necessity for
tem por al soverei gnty, or of a human
mag istracy , for God himself, throug h
J esus, shall enli ghten mankind , and
rule them to the c onsummation of the
ages. Then the divine work being-
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The Nonconform ist.
No- XV.

On the Sentiments of the early  Conti-
nen ta l Refo rmers respecting Reli -
gious Liberty.

THE Reformation frora Popery ,
effected in the sixteent h cen-

tury , is justl y regarded by all Protes-
tants as a noble and gigantic effo rt of
the huma n mind to emanci pa te itself
from a most oppressive and debasing
bondage. The men who achieved
this might y work have deserved well
of thei r species : and the gratitude of
their posteri ty will accompany the
rememb rance of thei r deeds, as long
as truth and freedom shal l obtain the
preference over erro r and slavery.
Wh ether the agents in this under -
takin g were in all cases actuated by
the purest motives ; and whether ,
when their la bours were followed by
success, th e result was in every in-
stance wh at , in the sincerity of their
hearts ,, the y had wished and aimed to
accomp lish , will not at present be
inquired . With respect to man y of
the princi pal per sons, it is, however ,
due to j ustice to stat e, that their inte -
grity is above suspicion. It must be
readil y acknowled ged that they have
honoura bl y, earned , and well and
richl y merited , w hatever meed of ap-
probation has beeti awarded to them
by the public voice.

In reviewing the condu ct of the
Reformers at the outse t of their career ,
it appears evident that they must
have acted on the broa dest p rinci p le
of reli gious freedo m* The rel igious
system in which they had been edu-
cated , was embraced and up held by
the governments of their respectiv e
countries , which admitted the extra -
vagant pretensions , and submitted to
the spi ritual domination of the Roma n
pontiff; it was interwo ven and iden-
tified with their national institutions ;
it was imposed upon thei r belief and
practice by the autho rity of the civil
constitu tions ;, and it exacted from
th/em entire aud implicit obedience ,

under the severest civil penalties
The y could not , therefore , depar t
from any pre scribed form of wor ship,
they could not discard one tenet of
their creed , or embrace a sing le a rt icle
of faith not comprehend ed in th e
pub lic formularies , without , in effect ,
re nouncin g their allegiance to th eir
rulers in matters purel y re ligious,
and tacitl y den ying their au tho rit y to
legislate for th ei r consciences. It is
possibl e that they were not th em-
selves aware of th e real grou nd on
which they acted. The ir thou ghts
mi ght have been too inten t on the
corr up tions the y were aimin g to re-
move, to look at all the ot her consi-
der at ions conn ec t ed with their p ro-
ceedings . But whet her t he y were
conscious of the fact or not , the prin -
ci ple by which they ,w ere impelled ,
to which they owed the ir triu mp h ,
aud by whic h alone their rev olt fro m
their sp iritual governors could be jus -
tified , necessa ri ly assum ed the rig ht
of every man to follow the dictat es of
his own jud gment in the formatio n
of his religious fait h, and to mak e a
public profession , and , if necessary*
a public defence, of his opinions.
When , however , we look at the pro-
ceedings of the same persons at a
subsequent period , and after they had
obtained for their own system the pa-
tro nage of the state , we can no longer
trace the workings of this pr inci ple.
Fact s crowd in upon us, which bea r
with them dec isive pro ofs, either that
th eir minds had never been properl y
expanded by ju st and comprehensive
views of reli gious fr eedom , or t hat
thei r ideas had bee n stran gel y altered ,
and miserabl y contracte d , by the p ros-
perous change wh ic h had taken place
i» their circumstances. For , sca rcel y
had the y broken thei r fetters , and
hu rled fr om; his throne the spiri t ual
despot who had so long tyran nized
ove r their consciences , before th ey
raised to his place anot her of their
own cr eat i ng, diffe ring fro m his pre-
decessor chiefl y in his outw ard form
and l ineaments , whom the y emp loyed
at their pleasure to tyrannize over the
consciences of others.

The appa rent inconsistency thu s
disp la y ed in the conduct of the early
Continen tal: Reformers , consider ed
whilst they were themselves str ug-
gling for freedom, and a fter they had
become the predominan t and ruling

completed, Semis himself will resign
the th rone to the Father , and God
shall be aU in all. Amen, even so
€orru % Lord Jesus. -

The favour of our Ruler, Jesus,
the anointed , be with you all, Amen !

T. T.
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par ty* renders it a subject of in-
teresting inq uiry to ascertain what
the opinions were which they reall y
ente rt ain ed an (l publicl y pro fessed
respectin g religious liberty. It is pro-
posed to devote the following Essa y
to t hi s invest i gation. It is intended
th at it should be chiefl y his torical ,
an d be, for the greater paH v restricted
to a statem ent of the sentim ents of
those eminent per sons on this point ,
as t hey are to be collec t ed from * thei r
pr inted works * or are itlii&trated in
pa rt icular inst ances by t hei r treat-
ment of certai n individuals who dis-
sented from the ir creeds .

The Reformers , whose sentiments
will be here noticed , may be conveni-
ently divided into tSie four following
classes. The fi rst will compri se those
of Ger man y, with Lu ther at their
head : t he second will envbra ce those
of Switzerl and , who range under Zu-
inglius and Calvin : the third will
compre hend tho se of Holland * whose
re lig ion emanated from the Helveti c
school, and was adopted by the stat e :
and the fou rt h will comprise the Auti -
trii iitarinns of the same period .

Luther , the fat her of the German
Reformation , will demand the fi rst
attention. The wri tin gs of this just l y
celebrated person contain man y libe-
ral sentim ents on the subject under
consi derat ion , which well accord with
the honoura ble pa rt he acted in his
ar duo us st ru gg le against the power of
t he Kom an see. ** The soul/' he ob-
serv es, *' is not subject to the au th o-
rit y of Caesa r : for this it cannot in-
str uct or lead, can neither kil l nor
mak e al ive, can neiiher bind nor
loose, can neithe r jud ge nor condemn ,
nor detain , nor send away ." * " He-
ret ics, * he elsewhere remarks , "- can-
not he rest rain ed by external force. It
* ii*s the refore , necessa ry to deal wit h
th em in some other way than with
< l> e severi ty of the sword. This busi -
ness must be mana ged with the word
°f (iod. If , it * this way, you fail ofsuccess, you will in vain reso rt to
world l y power , even though you
should fill al l places with blood . He-
resy is something spiritu al , which no

• Luth er , de Sublim. Mundi Postcs tate ,
™" . 20. Mi nu s, Cels«s, de Htc retici s
J -frpit aU Supp li ejo iion Aflfcc iendw, foi. 2,
° edit , lecnnd . ]&g4..

iron can cut to pieces, no fir e cob-
sutne, no worldl y water wash out or
overw helm*" *

It must not be suppo sed, however,
that with th ese jus t views of the in*-
efficacy of the civil power to affect
the convictions of the mind , he would
leave men at full liberty to d issemi-
nate thei r sentimen ts , if they were ii*(
opposition to th e established creedv
*• As no one/ 1 he writes , *« ought to
be compelled by force to faith and
t he gospel , so neithe r must they be
permitt ed by t he magistrate ta blas-
pheme : but , being summon ed, let
them be hea rd ari d let them hear ; and
w hen they ar e unable to an swer , and
re fu se to believe , t hey oug ht inmie-
diatel y to be forced to silence/ 1 f
" The mag ist r at e," he again states ,
" is the keeper , not on ly of the second ,
but most of all of the fi rst table of the
law. He is to punish idola tries , blas-
phemies, execrations and perjuri es.
Heretics , when broug ht before him,
as contumelious aga inst the tru e God,
teaching others their blasphemies, he
is to re strain /* J

But thoug h Luther was for coercing
and silencin g heret ics, by whom we
are to unde rst and in this inquiry all
who held doctrine s whi ch were at
variance with the popular faith , he
was not disposed to take a%va y their
lives. I t wil l be seen, h owever , that
his reason for this is groun ded upon
cons ider ations of po l icy, rat her than
upon the broad pr i nci ple of justice ,
w hicli .knows no distinc tion of persons
or cree ds, but would gra nt to all
alike the equal priv ilege of thinking as
they pleased , and speaking what they
t houg ht. On the question , whether
it be lawfu l to put false pro phets to
deat h, he thus expresses himself: " I
am relucta nt to punish with death ,
even where it has been abundantl y
mer ited . What fri ghtens me in thi s
case is, t he t rai n of consequences which
we behold in the Pap ists , Antichrists ,
an d th e Jews , among w hom , when it
had been dec reed , t hat false prop l\ets
and Jews should be put to death , it
came to pass in the course of time,

* Minns Cefsus , ubt supra , fol. 106, h
f  Bock , Hist . Antititrin. II . 290.
f  Bezu, de Haereticis k Civ i li Dfag-is-

tratu punienciift Libel I us, &c. (#vo. 1554)
fol . 201.
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that none but holy prophets and in-
nocent persons were executed under
the authori ty of the law ,—armed with
which , wicked mag ist rates adjud ged
whomsoever they pleased to be here-
tics, I fear that the same thing would
happen amon^ us also if once, by a
sing le examp le, it were shewn to be
lawful to put seducers to death, since
we have hitherto seen among the Pa-
pists, by an abuse of this  law , innocent
blood shed instea d of guilty. Where-
fore, I can on no account admit that
false teachers should be put to death.
It is sufficient that they be restrained.
Should posterity be inclined to abuse
this mode of punishment , they will
offend less grievousl y, and injure only
themselves." *

The conduct of L,uther towards
those who d iffered from him in opi-
nion, was, in general , in perfect ac-
cordance w i th  the sentiments and
temper disp layed in these extracts.
As far as appea rs, he never imbued
his hands in the blood of any mart > r
to consc ience ; but several occasions
are recorded by the historians of his
life, on which he evinced a spirit of

* Ego ad jud icium san guinis ta rdus
sum , eliam ubi merit urn. abiindat. Turn
in hac ca w sa tenet me exem p li sequela ,
quani in Pa p istis , ac Antichristis et in Ju -
daeis videbimus : ubi cum statutum fuisset
Pseudo pro pbetas et Judaeos occidi , suq-
cessu tem po ris factrnn est nt non nisi sancti
Pr op heta * et innoeentes occideientur , auc-
toritate eju s statuti , qu o iin pii mng istratus
freti Pseudo pro pbetas et li sereticos fece-
nint quo squos voluerunt. Idem sequutu -
rum esse timeo et. apud nostros , si serne l
uno exemp lo licitmn probari potent seduc -
tores esse occidendo s , cum adhu c 'a pud
Pa pislas videainus , hujus statuti abusu ,
innocentem san guinem fundi pro nocentc .
Qtwe nullo inodo possum admi ttere , falsos
doctores occidi : sati s est eos relegari :
cj nn poena si posteri abuti volent , init ius
tamen peccabunt. et sibi tantum nocebu nt ."
Bock , ubi sup ra , Vol . II .  fol. 165. Thi s
learned historian , after citin g* the above
passage, remarks : " I psti m tam eu Luthe -
rum ali qua nd o niinimn i rac snas indulsisse ,
cum perse queretur Carolostadi um , nono ^o
ne«- a rem. Plnres , qiii toler a n tiam postu-
larunt a pojitificiis hand ra ro non tole-
iantes se exliibuerunt . Anti t r ini ta i io s
vero lirmtihus esse circurn scribendos  ̂ ne
p lacita sua ultra disseminent  ̂ erroris que
so€tos conducant y nemo negabit j qui pes tc
f acile infici po sse &anos y recordaturS J

the bitterest intolerance towards per-
sons who dissented from his views
on p ar t icular  points of doct rine and
church disci pline. His t reatment of
Carolstad t, his associate in the work
of reformation at Witt ern berff , whom
he persecuted m various way s, and
at length ca used to be banished from
Saxony, may be mentioned as one
instance. * Another is fu rnished by
his behaviour towards the Swiss Re-
formers who differed from him on th e
subject of the real presence, in th e
Sacrament. With  these persons he
would keep no terms—scarcely al-
lowing them to be Christians, -f Re-
ferring to them , in a passage of his
Commentary on the Galatians , he
exclaims— ** accursed be tha t  char ity
which is preserved at the expense of
faith,—to which every thing ought to
be sacrificed—charity , apostle, an an-
gel from heaven/* t

Having thus stated the sentiments
of Luther, his friend and associate
Melancthon offers himself in the next
place to notice. His opinions respect-
ing religious liberty, it will be seen,
corresponded in every material re-^
spect with  those of Luther. Like the
latter, he considered the magist rate
to be invested with authori ty in spiri-
tual things. " Althoug h," he writes,
" the magist rate does not ju dge, or
change the op inions which lie con-
cealed in the mind , he ought never-
theless to prohibit external offences,
for the  glory of God, and to prevent
more persons being corrupted by li-
centiousness and example. W here-
fore kings, princes , and mag istrates,
should in these days also overlook
the churches, to take care that  they
be ri g ht l y instructed , in order th at
the minds of men may be led to the
true invocation of God , and to the
other duties of piety ; to prohibit the
worshi p of idols, and the teaching
and confirming of erroneous opinions,

* Mosheinrs Eecles . Hi st . Cen t . xvi.
Sect, ii i  .Par t  i i .  xxii .,  Pa ra «f- with Dr. Mac-
laine ^s Notes. P riestle y 's Chinch His t. V.
256, 265.

t Priestley 's Ch u rch Hist. V. 283—
285 . Mos lieim , Cent. xvi. Cha w. ii. Sect.
l. Para g;. xxvi i i .

% " M nledict a sit caritas , qu rc servatu r
cum jactura doct rinoe fidei , cui oiuuia ce-
dere debent—Caritas , A postolu s, A ng elas
e cro lo." Bock , ul>t supra , fol. 155.
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repugn ant t o the gospel, by whatever
class of men they may "be propa-
gated ."* Other passages mi g ht be
cited to the same effec t, wherein he
allows the mag istrate to be, in con-
jun ction with the church , a jud ge in
matters of faith , and asserts his autho-
rity to restrain men fro m acting upon
their own independent jud gment in
respect to the worshi p of God, and
promul gating opinions hostile to the
established religion, t Melanethon ,
however , nowhere maintains the ri ght
of the magistrate to punish opinions
with death. There is, nevertheless , a
passage in his works which , if strictl y
interpreted , would go to prove that
there were cases in which fie deemed
it j ustifiable to resort to this extre-
mity. It occurs in a letter to Bul-
lin^er on the subject of Servetus 's
murder. *' I have read ," he states,
** your answer respecting' Servetus 's
blasphemies, and 1 approve \our  piety
and }our jud gments. I consider the
Senate at Geneva to have acted ri ght l y
in cutting off an obstinate man who
would not refrain fro m his blasp he-
mies. And I atn surprised that there

* u Etsi Magistrates not) ju dicat nee
mutat arcanas op iuinnes in mente, tamen
exlerna delicta prohibere debet propter
gMonain Dei , et ne p lures corrui i ip antur
iicentia et exemnl is .  Quare Reoes, Prin-
c/pes et Mag istratus etiam hoc tern pore
uispiciant ecclesias, et curent esis recte
doceri , ut flectautui* animi ho tn in tun  ad
vera m Dei i i jvocationem , et ad alia pietatis
omcia , et prohibeant col i idola , ac doceri
et conf irmari falsns op iniones 'pugri a iitps
cum Evangelio 11, a qi iocuuque geneie homi-
MU '» 'simrg'untnr. "— Alefaricthon ,Lf) ci Com-
mune s , (Svo. Basi l , 1558,) pp. 612, 613.

t u Otnnes hi erro res ex hoc iiuo fonte
°nuntur , quod putan t  homines sibi licere,
fi'»£eie suo arbi lrio * op iniones de Deo, et
cultus . Sicut et Aaron putabut , fing-ens
cn l t um ad v i t n l i  sinmlacru m : et Jeroboa m
audacissime abclucens p op u l u m  Israel &
lemp lo Dei ad sua sacrificia. Hie claman t
sap ientes :—Quid hoec res mal i habet ?
Our non concederetur aup e ie  lionesta
exercitia ? Quid Ethnio i , quid Aaro n ,
quid Jeroboam , aliud volebant , nisi ut
noticia Dei conservaretur , ut populus ad
invocationem invitaretur- .  ut bonis exer-
c»tns ad pia opera assucfieret . ? Hse
species, et hoe tu6a.vo'Koyloll semper fe felle-
r un t 9 f a l l u n t , et fal lent  g^enus h u m a n u m . 1*

Sed hae speciosse ratiowes et itSavoXoy ion
j ^oducunt homines a verbo Dei, Ideo tii
fl^i ^ Deo prohibit* j tunt. Nam simili

should be an y persons who disapprove
that  severity /**

It  is possible that Melancthou's
opiniou of this case might have been
formed upon the gross calumnies and
misrepresentations which the friends of
Calviu , and Biiliinger himself among
others , industriousl y circulated re-
specting- Servetus, in order to remove
fhe odium which was so generall y
cajbt upon him as the inst igator of the
murder. This at least is the mosf
charitable su pposition. Bock , how-
ever , himsel f a Lutheran, and an
admirer of Melancthon , scrup les not
to ascribe this  expression of his ap-
probation to a less honourable cause.
" Melancthon ,n says he, " otherwise
very far removed from all passion
and violence, seems, agreeabl y to his
courteous manner , to accommodate
him self  to the Helvetic churches."t
It is sure t y carry ing courtesy a li t t le
too far when it leads those who pride
themselves on their urba ni ty  and
politeness, to compliment other men
upon their crimes.

The sentiments expressed by Luther
and Melanethon , in the passages which
have been quoted , may be laken as the
standard of the opiuiou of the German
Reformers. This appears from a d is-
tinct  t reatise on the subject by Frede-
rick Baldwin , in the form of a thesis,
maintained in 1608 at the Univers i ty
of Wittemberg, in which he held
the office of theolog ical professor. It
is inti tuled , " A Theolog ical Dispu-
tation concerning Heretics, and the
manner in which they oug ht to be
punished .'1 

J It is unnecessary here
, 
¦ 

. _ | L 

' 
| . . | ¦ 

¦ | . II I 
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¦

! I ¦ I " *̂ J'

audacia f i i igunt  bae retici suos errores, alii
alios. "—Loci Communes , ubi supra , fol.
660.

* u Leg i quse de Scrveti blaspfiemiis re-
spondistis, et pietatem ac judicia v est va
probo. Judico etiam Senatum Geneven-
sem recte fecisse, quod hoiinnoui pertina-
ccii) , et n o ii o i i i i s s i J iu iM blasp hemias,
sustul i t .  Ac mi ra ins  smn, esse, qui seve-
r itate m i l lam improbetit .' —Molanctiioius
Consilia , P. ii. p. 204 5 Bock , ubi supra ,
II. 380.

-J- u Melanctboa , ab omiii imp etu ot \io-
lentia alias rerootissimus, Ilelveticis C«eti-
bus, pro more suo b landiloquo, se accom-
mada&se videtuv.**— Bock, ut supra , II.
380.

J i€ Disputalio Theologfico de Hoe reticis,
at quo Modo sint coercendi. Publice pro-
posita in Acadeniia Witteberg-ensi k Frede-
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to falta w the auth or in his long dis-
sertatio n on the ques tion —What con-
stitutes & heretic ?—for his statements
may aft er all be summe d up in thi s
one definit ion , that a heretic is a per-
son who dissents from th e authorized
faith. He contends decided l y against
tfce pu nishment of heret ics wit h
death ,* but maintain s that the y oug ht
to be restr ained and coerced . The
duties of bishops and the ministers of
the church , in respect to such per-
sons, are, according to his opinion ,

rico Baldu ino , S. S. Theol . Docto re et
Pro fessore publico , Eccles . P . et S. &c.
Witt ebe rg;*, A. D. 1608,'* 4to,

* In entering* on this part of his ar gu-
ment , the learned professor thou g ht it
ri ght to app rize his audit o rs that he did
not inten d to espouse the cause of here t ics
in what he advanced , (Section c l v i ) *
46 Protes tanius nos nequaquam hscretico -
rii m causam ag ere , neque err o r ibus aut
malitisc i psorum patrociiiari : sed detes-
tamuT eos9 ut tnancip ia Satance  ̂ a quo
capt ivi ducuntu r , j nxta ejus voluntafem ."
Th is chap te r contains , however , some ver y
liberal an d excellent sentiments. He state s
(^ clxxxvi.) two reason s, u r^ed b  ̂ his
opp onen ts against bis arguments , *' (1)
Fatetur Ch ristus netnittem venire ad se,
nisi Pate r t raxerit eurn , (Juli an v i . ) .  (2)
Si qui hoc pacto cogunt .u r% non tarn at
fidem , quam ad soliritudinem fidei coactio
fit , quod accid it credeutibus haentici s , t»t
in en ore stolidioribus , quos non tantui n
corre ptione , sed centum p lag is, hoc esr ,
peenis ac inconi niodis coni pescendos esse
ait. " To th e>e he re p lies (c ixxxv i i) :
li Ad p ritnum dieo : Friv oia prorsus ar gil-
mentandi rati o ab actione 'De i intra homi-
ntun , ad cxternam violeiitia m bominum .
TraUit Dens homimi m aniai os vcrho sno
tanquam verriculo et reti , quo ex nofen -
tibus facit volcnte s, ut tandem externo
quoqu e opere iuteriiain voluntatis suu ;
coiiversiouetn osteudant : Ma &istratibus
auteui externa vi fe i- e. nihii aliud t fFiccre
potes t, qua m ut exte rnis nctibus se coti -
sentire simulent , animis pleruim j ue semper
repiig> nantibns. 'k> (clxxxviii ) u Alt erum
quod obj icitur , inane cavillum est ; non
enim hoc qu teri tur , iii nn  ̂

qui seg" niores
&nut in fide compescendi sint leg itimiti
ined i is, ut inaj oiem iidei et salutis saac
cuiani habeant: sed mim externa vi , prie -
sertim eap iiali , qualis I nquisifonbus H is-
panis familial is est , cogendi sint , aut cog i
possiut: media longa meliora sunt , <1 iIi -
^entior institutio n errori s, cui hactenus
patrocinati fuerunt , deuudatio ; solida
cjusd em re futatio n utilitatisqne et certitu -
dinis doc t rinac diriuitus inspiratse demon *
stratio ,̂ * Sec.

1. to observ e and watcli them with
dili gence, to pr event their intr usion
iulo the offi ce of the minist ry, - t o
seduce the ignorant : 2. to admonish
them : 3. if the y continu e 'per tin aci-
ousl y to hold and promul gate their
opinions , to shu n them , and re fr ain
as far as possible , from all int ercourse
wi th  them.

The duties of magist rat es in eccle*
siastica l matt ers , &c. he sta tes to be,
1. to guard against th e admiss ion of
unsound teachers into the ch u rc h , bv
(he establ ishment of con fessions of
faith , and of forms of public wors hi p
to be subscribed by the m : 2. to im-
pose upon them an oal h of fidelity.
3, to depose ministers of viciou s lives,
and erroneou s or imp ious sentime nts :
4. to rest rai n the disseminat ors of
false doc t rines , lawfull y convicte d by
the ecclesiasti cal authorit ies, and eit her
to commit them to prison , that th ey
may learn wisdom and cease to molest
others , or to banish t hem to a dis-
tance , tha t, at least , the inhabitants of
t heir territories may be sa fe from thei r
poison. Thou gh, however , ba n ish-
ment is the severest punishment »he
pre scribes for those whom he de-
scribes as heretics , he is not disposed
to be equall y lenient towa rd s person s
whom he deems blas p hemers of the
Pather , Son , and Hol y Spirit. Of-
fenders of this class , he jud ges, nray
lawfu lly be put to deat h, as the J ews
were accustomed to punish offenders
of the same designatio n, and as Valen-
tine Gcn t ilis was treat ed at Bern? ,
and Servet us at G eneva. •* Bnt ,% * he
adds , •* wilh the ex ception of tins
case, let the pious mag ist rate absta in
from the sword :—errors , and not
men , ar e to be dest roye d/ ' *
lip i n ii hii  ̂"i ¦— m i m ¦ » .i ¦ .. ¦¦¦ —f —.— . , . .— ,*— — .. i-. . i .- . p i»̂— — "- *¦¦'

* cexxii . lc Episcoporu m seu min is-
trftru m aff i c 'ium quo ad luc re!icos, lii p lex
est , ju xta doctrinam A j iostolicum - 1 Uili-
gens iiiquisitio et obsorvatio : hoc enini est
cavere Pscudo pro plietas , atten dere ne for te
in siti cerii m doctrmac evan ^ felicae 

iH
i tn s-

teiiiuu clancu ium sese iusin iien t dolosi
operari i q»i i ini p iet ati doclr inae scdn csuit
imperitiores. " cexxiii. " %. Alter um vm*
cium est odmo nitio seniel atq ue iltnnn
re petita INon enim oporle t verb i nmns-
tros esse canes liuuos, sed poten tis jhI re-
dar ^uenduin : ideuque D. Pa iilus vu lt  non
unam saltern , sed et alteram adh ortaU oiieni
ad liaerelic os institnendar ir i >e«t.e, (Til . ii i 1"/
in qua et error ^x Scrrpt u ra <G8teiid iwa*

*
wrraii s debita He\^rit»t r *M urgm a&n*t **
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j Birnnngham ,
glBf October 12 , 1 S I Q .

fTTiHE last Monthly Magazine con-
JL tains the following suggestion :
" I beg lea ve, through the medium of
your Magazine, to ask , if any of your
correspondents can info rm me if a
monument , or any mark of public ap-
probation , lias been made for Robert
Raikes, the well-known founder of
Sunday Schools,—a name dear to the
philanth rop ist ; and 1 hesitate not to
say, as m y firm belief, that throug h
him all the education that  i.s now im-
parting in various -w ay s to the poor,
is chiefl y to be attr ibuted . In this
country of extended benevolence,
surely such a man's memory oug ht
not to pass into oblivion ; such a ch a-
rac ter deserves honourabl y to be re-
corded . I t h ink , more th an that of
the g reatest statesman , philosop her,
or warrior. As an individual , I con-

enan s debi t? * seveiitate obj ii rga ndus , et
ecclesiastica pcena ter g iversanti interm ix
nenda est. " ccxxv. " 3. Terti iim est
executio : quod si euim ne sic quidem
aliquid eificttur , sed is, qui haore seos ex
Sc ri ptura convictus , pertinaciter eaiu tu -
etur , tune ad popnlum defe ren dii s est ,
baeresis pu blice re fufanda , et at uni ties ab
ejusmodi boinine tanquam seduc toi e et
perturbatore sibi caveaut , sedulo nionen -
dum. Hoc est haereticum homi iiem post
unam et alt erain ad inonit ionem wctp oti-
TEtrOai , devitar e , rejicere , et oirm e com-
iner cium ej us , quoad ejus fieri potest ,
fugere ."

cexxviii.  u Ma g' istratus quatu or habet ,
qiuc hoc in casu agat. l. ' Curet ante
oin nia , ut ministeriutii ec' clesiae sit purnm ,
ab onrini siisp icioue hac reseos a lien inn .
Qnam in rein p ublieis edict is sc ri ptis et
confess iouibus veram doctriuam compre-
hen dere , et adi ni uisl i is  pubticormn offici-
or uni sub scribeiuiuin pro p<r ne i*e pr odest ."
cexxi x.  u 2. Ne tam facile insinu are pos-
s'Jit fals i docto res ad ininistros suos in
poli ticis c^t ecclesiasticis muncribus jura -
iuento rcli g ion is a\U\ devinciat. '* cexxx .

3. M inist ros ecclesiae vel mal£ vircntes ,
vel imp i^ docentc ^ , officio depona t , alios-
•j ^e et sinceri tate doctrinae , inte g-ritatc vitm
coui inend utos , accedeiit ibus totius ecclesiac
•sii ffVa g-iis , subst ituat. " cexxxi. " 4.
^alsae doctriiiae: disseminate res , ab «c«le-
«mstic o minis ter io leg itime convictos , et
ta ineii oliain iiuin vel voce, vel seri pto alios
Sf -<i ucent es , compescat , eosque vel carc ere
"i n lcfe t , «t et i psi sape re discant , et alii *
Mj Me sti v.sae dcsi ii ant ; vel ad suos procul
?b»re jub cat , ut ad minimum sui tcrritorii
"icoIob ab cor uin veiK»no tu ti esse. pos^int. **

ceive, Sir, th at ] am in a most honour-
able post when I sustain that of

" A Sunday-School Teacher.
" London, July 31, IBIQ." /

I cannot well describe my feelings
on the first glance of this paper ;
whoever the writ er may be, 1 hope
the hint will not be lost upon the
public. One may envy the merit of
the recommendation, and I sit down
hastily (fearful of being forestalled)
to atone for the sel f- reproach of not
being the ori gin al insti gator, by
seconding the motion -with fervent
sincerit y. No sucli public token that
I know of exists. I have, within
l i t t le  more than the last month , seen
no less than thre e public, out-of-door
monumen ts to the destroyers of man-
kind , viz. Nelson, Hill and Rodney 5
these and similar ones obtrude them-
selves upon the eye of the traveller in
ever y direction ; when shall the bet-
ter feeling be as publicly excited of
admiration towards its real benefac-
tors ? Who can withhold his assent
from the opinions so well ex pressed
by the " Teacher,1' and who does not
wish that his name would give an
impulse to his object ? If the intro-
duction of Christianity and Printing,
have marked the two most important
epochs wi th in  their respective periods,
tha t  of the public patronage of in-
struct ion is fairl y entitled to rank as
the  thi r d stage of improvement in the
human prospects of future ameliora-
t ion and happiness. Raikes seized
the for tun ate  moment ; his zeal and
pi-rseveranee proved the practicabi-
lit y of his theory ; the national bene-
volence kin dled at the shrine of his
ardour ~3 and without wailing for the
cold calcu lat ions of bigotry , supersti-
tion , pride, or self ish ness, erected a
speedy, beauteous and permanent
structure on an inmioveable rock*
No im pulse was over more universal ;
its progress was rss rap id and uniform
us its  obje ct ws'is beneficien t and god-
like . Not a town , and scarcel y a
vi l la ge in t h e nu t ion , has neglected to
honour itsel f by its efforts in the
cause ; the  whole continent of Europe
bus caug ht the enthusiasm , and the
ex p atriat ion of Lancast er has carried
the * sacred torch to illume the immea-
sura ble wilds of America.

Considering the Dissenters as some-
what more general ly interested in the
question than the members of the
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Established Church , (though Railces
himself was of the latter number,) I
beg to submit this to their considera-
tion th rough your liberal pages.-—The
Fellowship Societies , so numerousl y
established and establishing, would
furnish every facility for promoting
•the design ; not by any appropriation
of their funds, but from the circum-
stance of an organized association
being alread y formed , combining, it
is presumed, the zeal and intellect of
the united bod y. It may be objected
that these are not times to encou rage
an idle disp lay of grat i tude or muni -
ficence, that the patriotic calls upo n
the scantil y- replenished purses of in-
dividuals are so numerous, that ob-
jects of real necessity oug ht to have
a dec ided preference ; and .that  two
or three thousand pounds mi ght be
much better employed in the schools
themselves, or in aid of the benevo-
lence that would gladl y contribute
towards alleviating 4he sufferin gs of
the poor. Admitting that these con-
siderations should have their full
weight , yet, still it must also be al-
lowed, that  every impulse that can
be given to the public mind in favour
of the grand princi ples of truth and
vir tue , should be cheerfull y em-
braced ; and neither would it be
contended tha t  this expression of the
public sentiment would fail in its just
and hi gh expectations. With respect
to the burden of the ex pense, if ever y
adult in the kingdom, or every in di-
vidual who has al read y heen bene -
fited by the  inst i tut ion of Sunday
Schools, should contribute no more
than one penny, a monumen t mi ght
be erected on the summit  of Snowdou
itself, not inferior 1o its own majestic
and sublime altitude.

J A M E S  LUCKCOCK.
P. S. (Nov. 3.) Your Correspondent

(P hantom) Brevis (p. 6 16) accuses me
of twist ing ( he sense of Mr.  Russell' s
dispatch from l.i y drabar ) , by ma kin g
him admit  lhat  he fel t p leas ure in t he
massacre of the  500 Ara bs . I merel y
said, '« It does nor. appea r tha t  Mr. R .
had any hand in ( his wor k of blood ;
but it gives him uumiug led p leasure,
wi thout a particle of regret or corn *
miserat ion :" and I still nv<iintr mi t h a t ,
in a communication of four or f ive
lines, that  Hie word p leu sure shou l d
be so consp icuous, wi thou t  an iota of
palliative, is a sufficient presumpt io n

that he sat down with reelings of high
exultation , untempered by the huma-
nity which the case so st rongl y called
for. Brevis may use the word s " af-
flicting ci rcumstance—deplore the ne-
cessi ty," &c, but these are no part of
Mr. R.'s expressions or feelings. W hat
ri ght have we, therefore, so to inter-
pret them, and which of us two has
most exposed himself to the charge of
" outra geous in ference" ? I appeal to
candour and common sense if the fol -
lowing paraphrase be not st rictly
admissible : I am gla d the Fort was
taken , though the event was attended
with such an immense sacrif ice. And
will  it not be allowed , on the military
system , that  Mr. R. would have been
justified in farther say in« ? If I could,
by a w ish , restore the  Fort and the
Ara bs to the state thev were in the
day previous to the attack , my attach-
ment to the interests of my country
would not permit me to do it > What
then must be the turp itude of that
system which could so far stifle the
claims of humani ty  as to admit even
silence in a case of such tremendous
magnitude ? See the wretched vic-
tims crowded , unarmed and unoffend *
ing, in an enclosu re in the Fortress,
and the ferocious assassins driving at
them with their bayonets !—and call-
ing themselves Christians '. The suf-
fere rs were onl y Arabs ,—An anony-
mous attestation to character cannot
have much weight > but  supposing
Brevi s to be acquainted w i th  Mr. R.,
I wi l l  take him at his word * and be-
lieve his friend , in all the private rela-
t ions  of l ife, to be humane and ben«~
voleni  ; but this only aids my general
argument. It is the system w hich
becomes answerable for th e deformity
of mind which it inculcates ; and th is
must either be inherentl y vile , or ou r
feelings of- com passion and huma n
kindness are all delusive , an d con-
t radictory to t he duties of our station.

It has been affirmed of Frederic the
G reat (butcher) ,  that  after  a battle ,
where thous ands of human lives were
sacri ficed , he wept for the  loss of Ins
grey hound . Such pervers ion an d ob-
li qui ty  of reason will  warfa re not
mere ly allow , but attemp t to vindi-
ca te. I do not say th at  Brevi s is their
apolog ist ; but why  overloo k the in-
tended d rift of my statement , to dwel l
upon a p itifu l and ungracious cavil ?

J. LUCKCOCK.



%% Sicff blk Plu c69 Hack ney Road,
Sib» November , 12, 1819.

HAVING been acquainted wit h
th e Unitari a n congr egation at

Boston from its fi rst existence to the
present t ime , havin g with pleasure
seen the £radu *l pro gress of Unitari-
an ism in that town , and bein g full y
acqu ainte d w ith the present circum-
stances and p rospects of our brethren
there, in comp liance wit h their re-
quest , and promp ted by the interest
I feel in the pr omotion of truth and
chari ty , I beg per mission , throu g h
the medium of y ou r va luab le Repo-
sitory , to submit to the consideration
of the Unitarian public , and to re-
com mend to the ir patr onage , the case
of the new Unita rian Chapel at Bos-
ton.

The above congregation has existed
but a few y ear s ; at first it consisted
but of a few per sons, and , thou gh
the ir number gradual ly increased , they
had to strugg le throug h many diffi-
culties , which , by stead y pe rsever-
ance , they have so far surm ount ed ,
that , not withst andin g the opposition
they encounter from the prejudices
of the ir rep uted orthodox nei ghbours ,
the pr ospect of success, of a lar ge and
respec table congregation being firml y
establi shed , is much gre at er than the
most sanguine of them had dared , t ill
recentl y, to ex pect.

When the congregat ion was col -
lected, by the zealous exertions of
their first highl y-esteemed minister ,
Mr. Plat ts , now of Donca ster , and a
chapel became necessary , as, but littl e
money coul d be raised in. Boston , it
was prudent to erect merel y a small
place, on the most economical plan.
For a conside rable time this place has
been found too small for the con gre-
gation , and th ere is good reason to
th ink , were it lar ger , move people
would attend , who can not at present
be ac commodat ed ; and the situation
of it (the best which could be ob-
tained at the time ) has been found
very inconvenient. Such being the
case, after due deliberation , it has
been j ud ged essential to the inte rests
of Unitari anism that a much large r
chapel , in a more eligible situation ,
shoul d be erected. According ly, a
par cel of land has been purchased ,
sufficient for the site of a chapel and
a bttr ying-ground , in a most conve-
nwmt situati on, near the middl e of the

X

town , and the shell of a commodious
chapel is nearl y completed. The
estimated evpense of this undertaki ng
is as follows, viz. :
The ground cost - - £400 0 0
The erection of a party wall

about it - - 40 0 0
Estimated cost of the ehapel 850 0 0

1-290 0 0

Towards the defray ing of
which , the friends in Boston
have raised by their sub-
scri ptions - 677 14 6

The value of the shell of tlie
old ehapel was estimated
at £200, but it is feared it
will not sell for more than 130 O 0

Subscri pt ions already obtain-
ed from friends at a dis-
ta nce - - 76 3 0

883 17 6

Leaving* a debt, at present un-
provided for , according- to
the estimate, of - £406 2 6

I beg leave, in the nam e arrd on
the beh alf of the Unitarian congrega-
tion at Boston , to solicit th e aid of the
Fellowsh i p Funds , and of the Unita-
rian public , towards th e discharging
of the above debt , necessar il y incurred
for the promotion of a cause which
every Unitarian must think highly
important. The population of Boston
is rap idly increasing, and is at pre sent
supposed to amount to 9000 persons .
The nearest Unitarian congregatio n
to Boston is that at JLutton , which is
nearl y twenty miles d istant. The
su r rounding district is ver y populous.
This undertaking is no t -a n  experi -
m ent ; the grou nd is tried , and the
success mora ll y certain. Wh at the
frien ds at Boston have themselv es sub-
scri bed is a great proof and pledge of
thei r zeal , and , considerin g their num-
bers and circumstances in life, more
thau is usuall y done in such cases.
The congregation contains a number
of promis ing young people. It is
hoped , the consideration of these
thin gs will recommend th is case to
the patronage of the liberal friends of
Unitarian ism. I am, Sir , ver y re*
spectfull y, your and thei r servant in
the gospel,

R. WRIGH T,
U« Missionary ,

New Unita rian Chap el at Boston. 687



P. S. I am happy to add the fol-
lowing recommendation of the above
case, by my wort h y friend Mr. Lyons,
of Chester.

** 1 have witnessed , with great
pleasure , the very zealous and liberal
exert ions of the Unitarian congrega-
tion at Boston , and , being well ac-
quainted with all the circumstances
of their case, do most cordiall y re-
commend it to the attention of our
brethren .

" J AMES LYONS .1 '
Subscri pt ions are requested to be

sen t to the Rev. R. Asp land , Hack-
ney ; the Rev. W. J. Fox , 4 Suffolk
Place * Hackney Road ; or to the Rev.
D. W. Jones , and Mr. C. Wri ght ,
Boston , Lincolns hire.

just to add , that if 1 can in any W ayfor ward the views of thos e societies' in
the country which have declared anintention to assist the M adr as con-
greg at ion , I shall <Vel grea t pleasu rein co-operating with the m eith er offi -ciall y or otherwise . If ;m\ th ing isto be attempted it woul d be well Ithink , that it should be done in con-
cert . "~

THOMAS REES ,
Secretary to the Unita rian Society.

" To the Secretary of ike Unita r ian
Society , of London*

" Reverend Sj k ,
" I have received your lett er , and

the ample benefaction of books , safe
on the $6th of last mouth. M y good
master not being at Mad ras at the
time of its a rrival , it being left in his
office, on his return I rec eived them.
Our joy and gratificati on on the occa-
sion were great —no ea rthl y possession
can ever give such pure pleasur e and
sensation to the mind. May the Lord
our God give us due sense and wis-
dom to profi t by them. By t his large
col lection some of mv books are now
dou bled . I can now lend some of
them to others more freel y than I
could do ^before. M \self an d my
friends return our heart felt thanks
and obli gatio n to Ihe respectable Uni-
tarian Society for their benefaction
and kindness , and hope in the day of
retribution it will not be found as lost
upon us."

[The next pa ra gra ph relates to an
app lication to the prop er authoritie s
for leave to print in Tar -mil , some
of the books which Roberts had pre*
pared for the use of his flock. This
part of th e letter cannot be publishe d
at presen t . The writer then gives a.
copious anal ysis of two tr acts which
he had draw n up for publicatio n.
They relate to the Hindoo M y tho logy
and superstitions , and are designed to
lead the wor shipers of Br ahma , &c,
to the knowled ge of reveale d religion,
and the princi ples of Unit a ria n Chr is-
tianit y.]

" My present labou r in hand ," he
proceeds , 4< is notes and discour ses
on the Gospels. Dr. Doddri dgeVFa-
mily Expositor , Dr. Priestley '* Notes,
Mr. Lindsey 78 Works , your Improved
Versio n of the New Testame nt, ttn< *
all other Unitari an writi ngs tha(t is
[tfr e]in my potoes&ion , are ;Wiy guide*

6&8 Dr. T. Rees s Account of Corresp ondence-with W. Roberts, of Madras.

London,
Novem ber 15, 181 9.

Xh\ T. Hees *s Accoun t of a Correspo n-
dence with W. Roberts, and the
Native Unitarian Christians at Ma-
dras,

Sir ,
THE case of William Roberts , and

his little congregation of na tive
Unitari an Christians at Mad ras , ha v-
ing excited considerable atten tion
amon g our Unitarian friends in the
metrop olis and in the country , it will ,
I dou bt not , be interesting to them to
learn wh at has bee n done in that
quart er since the last account was
publish ed by Mr. Belsham , in Wil -
liam Roberts 's second letter , which
was addressed to him. Last year , I
was instr ucted by Ihe Unitarian So-
ciety to open an official corres pon-
den ce wit h Wi lliam Robe rts on their
behal f, to convey to him a donat ion
of books , and to assure him of their
disposition to g ive him every en-
courage ment and assistan ce in tliei r
power , toward s prosecuting the work
which he bad so honourabl y and abl y
cotnmeneed. On the 8th inst ant I
received a long letter from him in
reply, dated Mad ras , the 30th of A pri l,
1819. From this I tr ansmit some
extracts , in the -hope that you will
admit them into the Repository. The
lette * is at present under the conside-
ration of the committee , and will, I
suppose be, like the other s, pr inted
entire , or with the exception ouly of
some communication s which are of a
private nature. I take this occasion



I do wot th ink that I shall do much
lirt j- m to my countr ymen , as some
th in ks [1hi»ik] t hat I does [do} it al-
readv , whi le I am guided by such
maste rl y J hum ds.. 1 have wrote , and
c'op ted it fi*ir , f i f t y-f ive sections al-
read y, following Dr. Priest ley 's order ,
exc ep t the story of the mir aclous
[mi r aculous] bir th of Jesus Christ ,
wh ich I pass by, onl y statin g my ob-
j ecti ons against it. These notes I rend
in our chapel , when ever I am there ,
instea d of serm ons. M y brethren are
upo n int ent of cop ying ancl dividin g
thes e not es into small portions , so as
to hav e the m in circu lation amon g
them , the re being nothin g of the kind
iri our lang uage . " [After alludin g to
th e d ifficulty of gett ing his MSS.
print ed , and noticing the scantiness of
th e means of himself and fr iends , he
proce eds :] " Therefore , I and my
br ethre n most humbl y beg leave to
lay our case before your respectable
Society at large , as the man of Mace-
donia , v Acts xvi.  9,) to their benevo-
lent considerations. You have , Sirs ,
al rea d y begun doing the work of
benevolence and love upon us , and
may he, who is the *God of A braham ,
the fear of Isaac , the stren gth of Israel *and the excel lency of Jacob , put it
into your hearts , bless and st ren gthen
your hands to cont inue it , and consider
us as those who have received thei r
reli gious birt h from . vou .—-t>ot as those
who p resume upon the goodness of
thei r pa rents , but as those who ear-
nestly crave what ever assistance you
cou ld afford . In the present state of
th ings you know full well that Uni-
ta rian Christ ians can expect little or
no favour from an y other quarter —
ther efore, we would beg you to have
an eye over us, that we may not be
discoura ged . W hate ver assistanc e
your respectable Society can or think
pro per to afford us, we shall think
ourse lves very happ y with such bless-
wgs, and thank full y endeavour to
make [the] best use of it."

*' 1 have no fea r of Indian Unitarians
doing for the msel ves when the y are
once set agoing* with necessary means ,
and mu lti p lied into societies. The
voice of Unitaria nism is clea r, distinct ,
sound, and penetrating into the in-
most recesses of the understanding,
whenever wor ldly inte rest and world ly
Swy is [are ] not in contact. Uni-
wianism enters with little or no

resist anc e, the deepest prejudices and
revited [rivette d] errors of ages comes
[come] down before it like the Egyp-
tian frauds of old (Exod  ̂ v iii. [<})•
In my humb le opinion [of] Unitari-
an ism onl y can [it] he said that it is
like a fire , and that it is like [a] ham -
mer that breaket h the rock in pieces.

" in my ac count , to the iiev. T.
Belsh ani I said , that , after the deat h of
my friend Amiath y, our school was
kept by a T rinitarian Christian of
Tran queb ar. This man died with
Chollera Murboos [Cholera Morbus ]
iu last Octobe r . After a while the
school is opened again by a youn g
man of our own society . We hare
also now anoth er school unde r our
direction , which is also kept by ano-
ther young man of our society ; but
they ar e poorl y paid. Ma y Jehovah ,
the keeper of Israel , increase our num -
bers , and mak e thin gs go easy with
us.

" I have nothing further for the pre-
sent , but to wish and pray that you r
respectable Society may increa se more
and more with its unresistabJ e, pure
and glorio us light , and be the mean s
of spreading it to all tire world , to the
honou r and glory of the One Great
God , our heavenly Father , even the
God and Father of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ. Amen .

" 1 remain , Sir , your most obedien t
and most hum bl e servant , William
Roberts , at W. Harringto n, Senior 's.

" Madras , S Oth Ap ril , 1819."
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Clap ton,
Sir , November, 1819.

AS I believe man y of your readers
take an interest in the pro gress

of the Eng lish settlemen t in the Ill i-
nois , and a near relation of mine, who
has just received a let ter fro m a family
that has lat el y a rrived ther e, says [
am quite wel come to publis h any part
of it I please, I have extrac ted all the
information that it contain s respecting
the settlement , for insertion in the
Repository , if  it meet with  your ap-
pro bation. The famil y consists of &
gent leman and his wife (an uncle and
au nt of Mrs , Jan&on 's) and th ei r eigfi t
children : they occup ied a farm for
some years at Banstera d in Surry, neat
to W^nboroug h, and were very much
attached to Mr. Birk beck as a neigh-
hour. The letter is writ ten by one
of the daugh ters: it will be ptfrcei vyjd



that they are members of the Society
of Friends.

T. H. JANSON.

" English Prairie , Illinois,
July IS , 1 819-

"My d e ar A d n t,
" I feel much pleasure in addressing-

thee for the fi rst t ime from this far
distant laud , or wilderness , as some
of our friends doubtless imagine this
place to be, but which , even at th i s
earl y period , does not seem its proper
appellation : we are, indeed , l iv ing in
a log cabi n , but nevertheless we are
surrounded b y agreeable and int el l i -
gent nei ghbours, who are situated
like ourselves, and we hav e  a much
more agreeable society than when we
lived at Banstead. This is a deli ghtfu l
country ! disp lay in g  rather the mild
beauties of nature than any bold and
romantic feat u res. Accustomed as we
are to see timbered land , we have not
yet lost our taste for woodland sce-
nery, and the prairies exhibit  a fine
space of open country, diversifi ed
with clumps of fine trees and deJ ight-
ful slopes : we have no river within
view, which we do not much regret,
as the neighbourhood of large rivers
is almost invariabl y unhealth y, and
which we understan d is the case at
present in many places on the banks
of the Ohio. It seems a matter of
regret that so great a barrier should
hinder settl ers from choosing resi-
dences on the shores of that grand
and del i ghtful river, which, though
not nearl y so large as the Mississippi,
I much prefer, from the superior
beauty of its banks. Tins place is
considered remarkabl y salubrious—
there has been very little illness here,
and we have all enj oyed excellent
health since we arrived , considering
the long j ourney we had gone through
—my dear mother's health is, upon
the whole, improved since she left
England.

" You have, doubtless, heard many
accounts of tfofe progress we have
made towards settling ; it is not quite
decided where our final abode will be
fix«d, It is most probable that rny
father and mother will reside at this
place, where we have a cabin of our
own and another ren ted one, but hope
before winter arrives we shall have
erected a convenient frame-house.
This kind of building seems generall y

prefer red on account of the great fa-
ci l i ty -of  erecting them , thoug h brick
is easil y procured for chimnies, &u\
Morris Birkbeck has nearl y finished
a large and commodious mansion of
this kind , and we hope it will be
completed in a few weeks, fit to re-
ceive his daug hters, who have been
a bsent almost ever since we arrived
here9 on a visit to their friends in Ken-
tucky and Cincinnati. We shall be
glad to see them return , as they arc
very amiable and interesting girls,
and we promise ourselves muc h plea-
sure from t heir society . Their father
appears to feel their Joss very much ;
he has onl y his youngest son Charles
at home wi th  him , a very clever and
ingenuous lad : we see a good deal of
h im and his father, as they live onl y
about the th i rd  of a mile from us. and
we much val ue the pr ivilege of con-
versing frequentl y with so superior a
man as M. 15. Such energy of niiu<],
depth of understanding, and elegance
of man ners, 1 should thin k were sel-
dom united .

** I he summer is certainly hotter
here than in Eng land , and we some-
times experience a day or two of very
sult ry weather, but in general the
heat is not at all oppressive, for the
warmth occasioned b v a  more fervid

mJ

sun is alleviated by a refreshing breeze,
which is particularl y deli ghtfu l on
the prairies. All kinds of melons ri pen
here without any other care than ju st
di gging the ground and sowing the
seed ; we have a great many of dif-
ferent kinds, which are growing most
luxuriantl y, and expect to gather
some in a few days. Grape vines
spring up in the woods spontaneously,
but the fruit is small and acid , yet
mi ght , doubtless, be much impro ved
by cultivation—we mean to cultivate
all that spring up in our garden, with
some care. It is thought that this
would be a fine country for vineyards.
At that celebrated little town Har-
monie, they have planted European
vines, and alread y make excellent
wine. It is a great advantage to this
settlement to have such industrious
neighbours, fro m whom to procure
man y of the luxuries of life ; but we
shall princi pally be indebted to them
for their skil l in gardening, »s from
them we shall procure all the fruits
tha t we were accustomed to in our
nati ve land* Mv father has paid them
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a visit, and was much pleased with
the extraordinary progress made in
four years, and the order and unani-
mity of their proceedings -> he says it
has the neatness and comfort of an
English town, and there are many
elegant and substantial brick build-
ings erected : they have also manu-
factories to supply themselves and
others with all the conveniences of life.

^ ' In consequence of coming by way
of New Orleans, we have seen less of
America , than if we had travelled
over-land . At that place, thoug h the
population consists principal ly of
French and Spaniards, we saw man y
Eastern Americans, as we did also
at Shawnee Town , where we were
det ained many weeks, and lodged at
a public tavern. We generall y sat
down to table with  upwards of thirty
gentlemen , many of them employed
in differen t trades and professions in
the town , the rest travellers, and we
are inclined to jud ge very favourably
of the American character : they are
in general well-informed and polite.
This settlement is almost entirel y En-
glish— we have a few Americans
amongst us, and they are agreeable.
The back-woods-men are quite a class
of themselves, some of them are wild,
semi-barbarous people, but most of
those we have near us, if treated wel l,
are rery civil ; they sometimes pay
us an uninvited visit , (the ladies, [
mea n,) and after sitting an hour,
asking a few questions about England ,
and makin g good use of their eyes ,
they generall y conclude with saying,
* well , I reckon I must be going,' wish
us good day and depart. These wo-
men are in general very ignorant , but
th ey are exceedingly independen t,
ri ding about the country on horse-
hack, and visiting one another ; thei r
dwellings are not very cleanly, and ,
though very fond of finery, they do
not look comfortably dressed like
English women of the same rank of
life. Some of the men are great raw-
<nesf as they are called , but by pre-
venting the sale of whiskey in th is
settl ement , we have now no distur-
bance from them. We cannot say the
same of -, _, the town that 
»as established , which is situated on
* pleasant elevation about two miles
from hence, and is considered a thr iv-
Uig place.

" Last week a. great number of In-

dians paid us a v isit* and encamped a
few miles fro m us; they were very
fond of stopping at the door to con-
verse with us, and ask for a d raught
of water ; they were very friendl y,
and fond of shaking hands with my
brothers, and when they foun d we
were all English, they exclaimed,
" then good all ;'* they were Miamies,
and were much finer men than most
of the other tribes that we had seen
on the shores of the Mississippi—.
some of these were very tal l and well-
made, and their faces by no means
unpieastng, as far as we could distin-
guish through the stripes of vennillion
paint with which they ornament
themselves 5 they wear large feathers
stuck in their hai r, and silve r ear-rings
and bracelets ; their chief, who called
himself Captai n Bill y, and who was
particularly sociable, had a ring in his
nose : they bring moccasins and skins
to sel l, riding about on horseback at
a very quick pace, but are sadly ad-
dicted to drinking whiskey if they
can procure it. We feel no fear of
molestation from them, as they are in
general very peaceable ; there was a
skirmish between them and the Ame-
ricans some time since, at Vineennes,
when some Americans lost their lives,
and three Ind ians  were hung1, whicli
they feel as a deep disgrace, and have
been very quiet ever since.

li We have heard that W. C 
and family sailed from England some
months ago, but have received no in-
telligence of their  safe arr ival  on this
continent ; we hope soon to hear  from ,
or see W. C, as he had some inten-
tion of preceding his famil y. 1 hope
this spot will have sufficient induce-
ments for him to iix his final abode
near us ; it will be very deli ghtfu l to
have them for near nei ghbours. We
expect another friend's family, and
hope , when they both arri ve, to be
able to form a l it t le  meeting of our
own. There arc no Friends in the
Ill inois , I believe, but there are a few
in Indiana ; anil , as the country be-
comes more thickl y peopled, there
wi l l , no doubt , be many of our so-
ciety scattered in different parts .

" M y brothers ;ire busily employ ed
in hewing clown t rees, clearing land ,
and fencing in a garden, and we hope
soon to begin farming on a pleasan t
t ract of land, about a mile from
hence, 'm ostly prai rie, where, I ex-
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pect, we shall erect dwellings for
some part of the family, most proba-
bly two of my brothers, with S ^
and my sel f  to^kee p house for them,
and b * th is  means save my mother
the fatigue attendant on a farm .

•• 1 am , 8cc. &c.
" M P 

*• P. S. On looking over this scrawl,
I am nsh»med to send it ; but I should
be sorry that you should have to wait
still longer for a letter. I can plead ,
in excuse, frequent interruptions from
visitors : this d oes not sound like soli-
tude in the back woods, does i t ?  Yet
this is the case most days , and we
have always some arrival or cireum-
stance of the kind to interes t us."

Ha lifax,
Sir, November 16/1819.

I 
OBSERVE in your last Number,
[p. 652,] that . " A Subscriber to

Dr * Thompson s Monument inquires
what measu res have been taken to-
wards its erection ?" In repl y, I beg
leave to state, th roug h the medium of
the Monthl y Repository, the following
particulars :

A' meeting of the Committee was
held at Halifa x, on the 13th of Ja-
nuary ,  pursuant  to a notice from
the Chairman , when the following,
amongst other Resolutions, were una-
nimousl y adopted :

« That F. L. Chantrey, Esq. R. A.,
be requested to favour the Committee
with a design for a Monument  to the
memory of the late Dr . Thompson ;
and, at the same t ime , be informed ,
that  the Committee hope to have as
much as £'200 to expend upon the
execution of the Monument .

*' That th e  Inscri ption for the Tab-
let be in the English language.

" That the  Chai rman be requested
to app ly to such individuals  as he
thinks proper, to favour the Commit fee
with suitable Inscri ptions , to be ad-
d ressed to the  Chairman as earl y as
convenient.7 '

Mr. Chant r ey  was according l y ap-
plied to for a suitable design;  and
several gentlemen were solicited to
communicate Inscri ptions for the Tab-
let, from which the Committee mi ght
select one that should appear to them
the most eli gible.

As Mr. Chan trey's engagements did
not admi t; of his attending to the ap-

plication before the end of May, nofu rther proceedings were adopted tillthe 23rd of June, when a meeting ofthe Committee was held at Ettridce'sHotel , York , at which it was resolved
" That the design with which the
Committee had been fu rnished by
F. L. Chantrey , Esq., R. A., being
unanimously approved of, he should
he requested to proceed upon it with
as little fu rther delay as possible.

" That the Rev. J. G. Robberds, of
Manchester, be requested to draw up
a suitable English Inscri ption for the
the Monument.11

The approbati on of the Committee,
and thei r request, were immediatel y
communicated to Mr. Chantrey. I
received a letter from Mr. Cunuiiip -
fiani, (foreman to Mr. Chan trey,)
dated August S3, in which he informed
me, that the Monument was then in
hand ; that Mr. Chantrey had made
the model , and had given directions
for the work to be forwarded with all
suitable dil i gence, during his absence
on the continent ; but that the finish -
ing must await his return. He further
stated , that it is a work calculated to
attract notice, and that even in its
rude state, at that time, it had ad-
mirers. Since that period, I have
received no communications upon the
subje ct, but have no doubt that eveiy
attention is pay ing to the wishes of
the Committee.

It will , perhaps, afford satisfaction
to notice the  present state of the Sub-
scri ption List. The total amount hi-
thert o announced to the Treasurer is
£215 ds. In addition to the £200
to be p.u<l for the execution of the
Monument , and the  expenses al ready
incurred , amounting to about £14, foi
p r in t ing *, advertizin g" , postages, and
carriage of circulars, there will  remain
the expenses of the  carriage of the
Monument, and f ixing it up, to he
defrayed out of the subscri ptions.
W hen the Monument is erected , it
will probabl y be deemed expedient
tha t  the Additional List of Sub-
scribers, together with other particu-
lars, should be communicat ed to the
public, through the medium of the
Monthly Repository . I n  the mea n
t im e, I hope the above statement will
be found satisfactory to the  Queri st.

RICHARD AST1J<;Y,
Chairman to the Committee.

6§£ Answer to a Subscriber to Dr * Thompson 's Monument ,
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RT # I.—A new Versio n of some of

tJi e Ep istles of St. Paitl f Src
(Conti nued from p 634 )

1 nplM. i. !. " Paul , an apostle of
X Je sus Ch rist by the appoint -

ment [kclt* eitiTayvjv] of God :" in R.
V. f ci by the commandment ," &c.

_ «« Of J esus Christ the founda-
tion of our hope :" in the R. V.,
" which is our hope." Worsley and
Wa kefiel d are more correc t , " Jesus
Ch rist , our hope. " An d so the Edi-
tor s of the I. V., which properl y omits
the word s, *' who is," supp lied by
Newcorn e. In Griesbach 's text the
clause stan ds thus , Xp t^cv lycov, Tiqq
e/uw 8o$ TJf Aav * Dr. Owen 's conjecture ,
in Bovvyer , is singul arl y unfortunate.

5. ** The end of our instruc-
tion ," &c: in R, V., " the end of the
commandment " [reKoq rvjq irap ayye -
Xia; ]. We are of opinion that a re-
ference is designed to ver. 3, \ivct.
napc cyyE iXrjs,'] and would therefo re
foil aw Worsley and Wakefield in
transl ating the definite article and
the substantiv e , " that (not , with
Newcome this) charge."

•—— P. ** A law is not made in
reference to a righteous per son"
[hf coucp vo^oq ov K€ irraJ] : (in R. V.,
" the law is not made for a ri ghteous
roan "). I n this somewhat paraph ras -
tical tran slation Philalethes foll ows
Doddr idge. Worsley's rendering is,
" a law does not lie again st a ri ghteous
person ;" Casta lio's, "justis non esse
latam legem." Exam ples of the
phrase may be seen in Raphel. An-
notdL, in loc , and in Aristot. Rhe -
tori c. (Oxon. 1 809) pp. 3, 76.

. . j £ (i j n accor (jan ce wit h,"
*c. [Kan. k. t. X.] : in the R. V.,
' accor ding to 5" and th is we cannotout pre fer .

"~j— " The divine admonitions for-merl y given thee,'1 Ira q <j vp oaye>vcrcc<; ctzi
<r * npot f areiai;-] : (in R. V.,, «< the pro -pnecies which went before on thee ,")

UcI
J is Schleusner 's renderiug , 4* se-cundum monita ilia , quse jam olim^bi dedi. " H

^~^~ 20. *< Whom I hav e delivered
;ver to Satan ;" which trnns lationfreely differs from the R. V. " The
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meaning of this expression delivered
over to Satan, cannot now (says Phi -
lalethes) be certainl y determined .
Some commentators consider that the
infliction of corporal punishment is
intended , arguing especiall y from the
literal sense of the passage , 1 Cor. v,
59 where the same phrase is used :
but the opinion of others , that the
apostle refe rs to excommunication or
expulsion from the society of Chris -
tians, seems to be the most probable
and best supported. " As such we
'also regard it: on the other side of
the question our readers should con-
sult Benson on the Ep istles, &c. Vol*
I. p. 572.

1 Tim. ii. % " A peaceful and q uiet
life, in the complete exercise of our
reli gion, and in the practice of what-
ever is worthy of respect :" in It. V.,
" a qu iet and peaceable life, in all
godliness and honesty " [a/ icolct^ ewre-
tuq. kui ersjUrVO T^T*]* The French Ge-
nevan Version , like Ph ilalethes, gives
a kind of pa rap hrase , " en pratiquant
tous les devoirs de la piete et de
r honnetete. "

4, 5, 6. " The knowled ge of
the truth , namel y, that there is one
God , and one Mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus , who
in proof of the doctrin e gave himself in
due time/ * &c. : in R, V., 4< the know-
ledge," Sec. For [EJ$ yap , k. r. X.]
there is one God, &c.—who gave
himsel f a ran som for all , to be testified
in due time. £O §ov<; kavrov a,v~cChwpw
vicep icoLWoiv, to [Aap rvp iov Kaup oiq i$m<; ^\
We cannot appr ove of either of these
translations : the last clause should
be rende red more literall y and faith-
full y ; and we are therefore pleased
with Diodat i and with Wakefield.
" secon do la testimon ianza riservata a1
pr opi tempi/'—" tha t testimony re-
served to it s pro per t ime-"

<c I enjoin the woman not to
teach, nor to usur p authority ," &c.:
in R . V., " I suffer not a woman to,
&c, wor to usu r p,'* &c. With more
correctness Newcoine tran slates the
clause, " I suffer not the woman to
teach or to usurp au thority/ ' See
Symond s* O bserv. &c\ in loc

13. " Ada m was formed the
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first in order :" in R. V., ** was firs t
formed " [irparo  ̂ cTrXocr© ^]. It is for
the expositor , not for the translator ,
to say, whether fi rst in timef or first
in dignity 2

1 Tim. iii. 1. « It is a truth , that
whoever aspiret h to the pastoral office
setteth his mind upon an honourable
employment :" in R. V*, 4§ this is a
true saying-, [1x15-0$ <S Xoyo?,] if a man
desire the office of a bishop, [e* tk
rtrienwrq * oaeyerou ,'] he desireth a good
work " [xaXov epy ov eiudvpEi] . On the
clause tf«ro< I \oyo<; G riesbach remarks ,
44 ad antecedentia referunt Cbrys. Oec.
Theoph. :" Wakefield does the same :
but we doubt whether such a position
be in Paul' s manner .

¦ 3. Phi lalethes rightl y omits
the word s j m i  at<rxp oKep§r)> which bear
the appearance of havin g been in-
serted here from Titus i. 7.

—— 6. 44 Not a new convert * lest
lie should be lifted up with pride ,
and incur the censure of our adver-
sary :'* in R. V., " not a nov ice,
[veodtvrov,] lest, being lifted up with
pride , [rwp wOsis,] he fall into the con -
demnation [€/w*r€<nj] of the devil [ rov
TtiaSoXovy* Accordin g to Newcome's
Marginal Version , 4* the accuser ;'*
JLuther tra nslates the wprd , '* dem
lastere r f *  in the Fren ch Genevan
Vers. it is. calomniateur.

IS. " Acquire to themselves an
honourable rank ;" in R, V.f ** pur-
chase to themselves a good degree"
{t *a.Qf Mv iccvTon; kocXhv ircpwroiowra*].
Here Philalethes * translat ion is also
th at of Newcome.

15. « Whi ch is the pillar and
snpport of the truth :° in R. V.,
•• which is the church of the living
God# the pillar and ground of the
truth " [tJti< «$-iv £kk\i}<tiol Qbov £&>vto$
rv\a<;. k. r. Xj . By Wakefiel d and
Ncwcomc the clause rv\o<; kcu ify euoof Aa
Tt}f <x\y}6ti<x<; is referred to Timothy.

16. €i And great , unquestio n-
ably, is the myster y of our rel igion.
He who was manifested in the flesh,
was confirmed in his character and
authorit y by the Spirit , was seen
familiarl y by his messengers, pro-
claimed among the Heathen , believ ed
oh in the world , received up into
glory .•' The public translatio n is the
Allowing, •* and without controv ersy*
[fyj oXoy&fAtywrt great is the tiiystery of
godliness fr^s ctxrc&fta ?]: God was
manifest Z rf ocy epvfy ] in the flesh, ju s-

tified in the spirit , {ehKa ieoQ
 ̂

tv m&.
[/.an ,] seen of ange ls, [ax£0^ &yys\Qt<;f i
pr eached unto the Genti les,"" &c
It will be perc eived that Phila Uthes
has adopted Gr iesbach' s text , w hich
we find also in Newcome's margin,
whose note, illust ratin g the constr uc-
tion , is wel l ent itled to our regar d .

i T im. iv. I. ** Givin g heed to de-
ceivers an d to d iabolica l doctrin es :"
in R. V., " to seducing spirit s [nvsv-
[j t<z<ri u: \otyoiq] and doctrines of devils"
[§i$aa 'Kcc\icci$ §a,i[A(>viG)v\* With neither
of these tra nslations are we satis fied *Diodat i indeed has it , dottrin e diabo-
liehe i yet Josep h Mede has , in our
jud gment , clearl y shewn (Works , p,
626) the pr oper render ing to be,
** doctrines concerning daemons ;" and
this we meet with, accordin gly, in
Benso n and in Newcome.

¦ S. " Who shall require absti-
nence from marriage , and from food/
&c. : in R. V., " forbiddin g to mar ry,
and commanding to abstain / 1 &c.
[K&XvovTcwyaiAZiv, octcb^bct^o^ Gp avuirtni].
Here Philalethes has tran slated with
felicity a difficult clause : for his suc-
cess he seems to have been indebted ,
in part , to Dodd ridge. In Wakeficld
we read , 44 givin g commands about
abst inence from marriage and from
meats :" see, too, Sect- xxiv. of his
Silva Critica. P. i.

3, 4. " Partake n of with thank s-
giving by believers , who shotdd be
sensible of this truth , that every thing ,"
&c. : in R. V., " received with
thank sgiving of them who believe
and know the truth . For every
creatu re," &c. [en; (abtuK ^iv fAs ra , ev-
Xa,p ir tct$ roiq icir<n<; kcci eTTsyvooKCxri f tp
ccXcOtiocv. 'On icolv KTicriuXf fc. t. X.]. Tfle
tur n which Phil alethes has given to
this passage , is sanctioned by Casta iio,
Rosenmtiller and Wakefield : and the
last-ment ioned author is very happ y
in his tra nslation of a part of it , " th em
who believe and are conv inced of th is
truth /' &c.

8. " Certain exerc ises of th e
body ar e profitabl e in a small degree :
in R. V., " bodily exercise pro tifeth
little/ * [*H y ccp vooiholtikvi yvyivaarta. vpot
oXty oy tr ip axp &ifj UH;.'] The tr ansla-
tors and commenta tors ar e divided in
respect of the import of th e words
nrp o$ ©X*yov : Pagninus render s them,
" ad modict im ?* but RosenmflHer
makes a referenc e to Jam es iv. I4* a»«
addff , "intellige xfwoy."
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1 Tim. v. 1. " Rebuk e not an aged
man sev erely :" in R. V,, ° rebuke
uot an elder '* [Kp sa -gvrtp cp py ewiwX ygyx;'] ;
which leaves it doub tfu l w hether Pau l
speaks her e of an ecclesiastical officer
or of an y man advanced in years.
Ph ilalethes is correct. So Wor sley,
« a  senio r 5" and so th e F. G. Vers.,
" celui qui est avance en age.*' But
Newcome and the 1. V. adopt the
common rendering.

4. •* A suitable return to th eir
pare nts and progenitors " [ufMihat;
aif ohdoyoa tok; wp oyop oig} ' *tt R- V.> ** to
requite their par ents ," Newcome
has, " to requite their progenitors :"
Schleusrie r restricts xci q Trpoyovon; to
fath ers and mothers : of the rend ering
given by Philalethes , we must com-
plain that it is circuitous and para -
phrasticaL

5. " She who is trul y a widow ,
and left alone , should tr ust in God/*
&c. : in R. V., •« she that is a widow
indeed , and desolate, trusteth [yiknua-y]
in God :" We prefer the renderi ng iu
t he P. T.—" Prse teritu in," says Ro-
seninulle r, " pro praesenti. "

<5, " She who abandone th
herse lf to pleasu re :" this is much
bette r than the R. V., « she that
livcth in pleasur e1* [oj le <rsaj rt *k»<rcL\.

—- 1) . •• When they grow weary
of  Christian restra ints" (in the margin
" grow wanto n against Christ ,0 and
so, in substan ce, the R. V., " wax
wanto n , &e*") ; the original is, way
y ap KtXToc^-p iQ^oe^raxn rov Xp if W y €€ post-
quam laseieveru nt contra Christu m.* 1
Schleusner. We do not now under-take an inter preta tion of the phrase.iJr. Symonds, after having quot ed the1 - T,, exclaims, " What an extr aor-
dina r y phras e is this !" Mr. Wake *field's render ing is admirable : ? for,when they gro w weary of the re-
stra ints of Chri st, they wish to
mar ry.' Much, nevertheless , as weT
T%x Ct the meiIlo»*y of Symonds andof Wakefield, we cannot join in this

eucoinium. We give the prefe renceto NewcomeTs rende ring, which re-tains the spirit of the ori ginal , and
cannot offend the most delicate mo-aern ear, «« when th ey become inor -amate against Chris t. 11

" , ' - 1£- *' Exposing themsel ves tocondemnat ioft by no( be^g faithfu lw their ferrt enga^emcttt :M in R. V.,
Having dammrtioa becmse they hare

cast off thei r fi rst faith** [*xov{TOU *P'fw
tin ttjv Trpftmjy icisrw fqQ€Tii<ra.v \« PKita *
lethes seems to have apprehended the
a post le^s meaning : so the F. G.V^rs.,
" puisq u9 elles out viole leur pr emier
engagement. " .

17. " Let the elders who act
well as superintendant s, be considered
worthy of a libera l recompen se" [of
itaXccS itp o^Sj rBq mp ^C'tvrep oi f oirXyq t+WS
a^BtrOcoa -av].  In R. V,

? " Let the el-
ders who ru le well be counted wor-
thy of double honour. " Here PhiLa -
lethes follows, and with rea son, most
of the prece ding tra nslators and inter -
preters : thus Castali o, " gemino
praemio ," and Newcome, " double
reward ,'9 which st rikes us as the best
rendering. For this sense of the word
rifArj see Acts xxviii. 10* On the ad -
jective 6iTrA>), Rosenmii ller, a most
valuabl e expositor , remar ks, u sumitur
indeterminate. "

22. " Put th y hands hastily
on no man M [x&p a$ ra,%€&$ ft^ocw
«r*T*5£i]. The R. V. is ambiguous ,
P lay hands ," &c. Symonds* Observ.
&c, in loc.

25. li  Use a little wine, on
account of th y stomach , and the weak
state , frequentl y, of thy health *' [to?
*xvkvol$ <tqv our&€vua .q\. In R« V.f
" thine often infirmities .0 Better , ag
in Worsley and Newcome, " th y fre-
quent infirmities " [disorders] .

¦ vi. 1, a* lC Let as many as are
under the yoke of sservit ude account
their own masters worth y of all re-
spect, that the name and doctrine of
God may not be blasp hemed. And
let not those that have believing mas-
ters t reat them disrespec tfull y, becaus e
they are br ethre n, but let them give
their service more readil y, because
those who receive the benefi t of* it
are believers and objects of affection. "
In R. V., a let as man y servant s at
are under the yoke [ocro* ei<nv $<n* f y r y m r
§wXot] count the ir own master s wor -
th y of all honou r O*/^]» that the
name of God and his doctriqe [><* p^
to oy of Act rw Ocov k«< iq diiata^Ka ĵ ac] be
not blasp hemed . And they th at have
believing masters , let them not despise
[Ka,rcuf>p ovEiTo) <ra .y\ them because tbey
are brethre n, bttt rather do them
service - [aXkc c * ̂otXXoy 5ovXev«TAwr »y)#
beca use they anre faithful and bql6ved#
partaker s of the benefit" [or* î r  ̂enr#
kou cKj&$np **f <oi -ryt *v€py *TK»c tnrfj Xc */**
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tavopwbi] . The renderhig here given
by Phila lethes, is not a little happy ?
in the last clause he follows Newcome,
with a t ri fling vari at ion.

1 Tim. vi. 13. " Who giveth life" [in
R. V.| " who quickenet h ," rov ^aowot-
ovvrog]* A requisite correct ion and an
obvious improvement.

14. " That tbo u keep th yself,
as thou art instructe d , unsp ot ted,*'
&c. : in R. V., " th at thou keep this
commandm ent without spot" [ryp vicrai
ere ty iv zvTokviv aam Xov] . Place a comma
after commandm ent, and anothe r after
nnrebu keable, which is bett er than
to ren der ryv svroX^i/ by " as thou art
instructed. 0

2 Tirn . i. 1. « As to the pr omise of
life in Chri st Jesus :" in R. V., " ac-
cord ing to [k^t*] the pro mise of life
which is in C. J ." [<£«^ £ r^<r ev X/u$-<»
4fyo-ov]. " As  to/* is also the rende r
ing of Newcome : u with respect to,"
that of Benson.

3. " 1 thank the God of my
forefathers , whom 1 serve with a pure
conscience i" in R. V., " I thank
God , whom I serve from my forefa -
thers with pure conscience." [Xap*3/
e%co t($ ®££J , cp Xocrp Eva uito itp oyovcov ev
Ka.6a.py, <rvv£iQ V}tr€i.j Our readers will
jud ge which of these vers ions is cor-
rect . We cann ot discover any pri n-
ciple or author ity for that of Phila le-
thes. On th is verse see Symonds , in
loc.

6. u That thou keep alive the
divine gift which thou possessest b y
the imposition of my hands :" in R. V,,
" th at thou stir up the gift of God
which is in thee \avccZf io7tvp Biv ro %&-
p KTf Aa rov Of ov9 0 e^iv ev <roh \ by the
putting on of my hands. " [A*a t^<;
€Ki6£arEce<;f y .. t. A.]

8. '« The attested doctrin e of
our Lord , nor of me who am in bonds
for him :" in R. V,, " the testimon y
of our Lord , [ro f Aocp rvp toy rov f cvp icv
tj i^wv,] nor of me his prisoner [utj $€
ape rep oecriAiov avTov\ Phila lethes has
improved Upon King James 's tran sla-
tors ; yet the rendering by Newcome
is still better , " the testimony con-
cerning our Lord , or of me, a priso ner
because of him."

10. " Openiug a clea r view
of immortal life, by the gospel :" in
R. V., " hath brought life and im-
mort ality to light throug h the gos-
pel." [ 4HtiTura irro<; f ta ^coyv kcu cc(p $ctp crictv

8«a. rov evGcyyeXiov.'j  Wak efield has if
•• spread ab road :" the F. G. Ver$ .̂" a mis en evidence. '*

2 Tim. i. 12. " Wha t I hav e con-
fided to him *' [t^v nocp aBy Kyv uovl : in
R. V., <fc what 1 have committ ed unto
him." Translate , however , w ith the
editors of the I. V., " wha t he hath
committed to me," and rea d their
note , and Schleusner , in ver b, wetpec -
Kocra QiqK 'q, No. 2; also Rosenmt iller ,
in loc.

18. " In the great day. " Ac-
cordin g to R. V., " in that day ." [Ey
bk€ivyj t*q rj uepy ,.] Wakefield has sup-
plied great in ital ics. Nothin g is
gained by freedoms of this descrip-
tion.

— ii. 4. " No man who goeth
out to war , entangl et h himself with
the common affairs of life :'1 in R. V.,
" in the affairs of this life'1 [ran; rev
€iov Tzpar/iAaTtiai ql. The addition , by
PhilaletheS ) of the word common, is
unnecessar y and unju stifiable *

6. " The h usbandman must
fi rst labour , and then partake of the
frui ts. " A requisite correction of the
R. V., " the hus bandman that labour -
eth , must be fi rst pa rtaker ,'* &c.f
which is the very reverse of the apos-
tle's declaration [ro v KQiriowra yeapyo v
8« irp oorov rtov Kccpntov (AeraXct iA&aveiv]*
Wakefie ld 's rendering, " the hus-
ban dman must labour before he be
partaker of the fruits ," is the best.
See, too, the mar ginal translation in
th e larger Eng l ish Bibl es.

£0. " The former for honour-
able , the latter for meaner uses7' [a
l*ev €1$ r/^oyy, d 8« atq arifj uai i] : in
R. V., « some to honour , and some to
dishotiour .'* Phila lethes has followed
Dodd rid ge.

22. " Flee from those thing s
which excite the passions of youth :"
in R. V., « jflee a/so youthf u l lusts '
rrot<; f a  vecorEp iKa  ̂

£Tn 8v(JU Qi<; <f *evy£ ~\. Ph i-
ialethes has given a para phrase rath er
than a tr ans lation .

26. « Taken cap tive by the
devil ," Sic. \rov hiaSokov], so the R. V.;
and thus Wo rsley, Wakefie ld and
Newcome. Wit h the I. V., we tr ans-
late , " th e accuser."

iii. 3. " Averse to what is
good :" in R. V-, «• despisers of those
that are good0 [aApi kouyooBoi]. Most
translators and commen tator s refer
the word to pers ons? pro bab ly it also
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i uclticfes things t>r totalities. We, ac-
cording ly, ren der it , " averse fro m
what is good ," or , with Wakefield ,
« • enemies to gooduess. " See Titus
i. 8. _ _ __

2 Tim. iii. 10. *' Thou has followed
i» my steps, in doctrine / ' &c. [irccp qKo-
hovO^Kaq f j uv ry §&aa'Kc iKi&~] : in R. V,;
" th ou hast full y kno wn my doc-
trin e," &c. Schleusnetf has , «« con-
form ast i te," &c. Castal io, " assecutus
es;" an d so th e Syri ac. On the other
hand , the P* T. is suppo rted by Lu ke
i, 3. We think that Ph ila lethes gives
the sense of the apostle, which Le
Cierc also has well expressed , " vous,
avez vu , vn me suivant , rna m am ere
d' cnseigner. " ¦?

1(3. «* All Scripture , divinel y
insp ired , is profi table ,*' &c: in R. V.,
«' all Scri ptu re is given by inspiration
of God , and is profita b le, &c. [ntacoc
ypoMpy 6 wnvzvzroq koci #</>E?Uj ico$, k. t X.].
We would tran slat e, " is also profit -
able. '* H ere ' we copy so much of  a
Ab p. Newc-ome 's Note on this clause
as concerns the Version of it:  " some
render , all Scri pture given by insp i-
ration of God is profit able , &c. So
Syr ,, the th ree Ara bic Versions , Vul g.
Grotius , the Eng lish Bible of 1549,"
&c.

. ib. " Virtuou s disci pline **

[<Ei cavopOa!<rw~\: the R. V. has *' cor-
rect ion ," which we prefer. Refor-
mat ion of manners * seems intended .

iv. I , 2. ** Before God, and
the Lord Jes us Chris t, who, when
he shal l appear in his king dom here-
afte r , will jud ge the living and the
dea d, I char ge thee preach the word :"
in R. V., " [ charge thee there fore
before, &c at his appearin g and his
kin gdom/ ' &c- [t^i/ e<Ki<tyoLvtiow ocvtov9
kcli ryv €a.(ri\ *ia,v avrov}. Here we
have chiefl y to not i ce the needless
deviati on of Phil alethes f rom the order
of th e or iginal : in other respects his
tr ansla tion is an obvious impr ove-
ment. Wit h Griesbach he omits ovy
f yco : but , unlike Griesbach , retains
toi> Kvp iov *

' 2. " Be ur gent" [>7no7&] : in
R- V., " be instant" We adopt the
render ing by Phil alethes, who agrees
nere with Newcome. Let us attendto the remark of a great master ofthe Greek tongue on the force of thisverb : " EgrtfqOj, me quidem judice fsine coutro versik valet, insta atquetncumbt, nt splent Wo5*a>kt<**, qui

nullum int ermittunt tempus, quin in.
stitnm opus urgeant : divers a signifi-
candi v irtus in Aor. 2, quae multum
ab Aor. l dissidet. " Hemsterh us. hi
Lucian . Vol. I. (Bi pont ,) p. 255.

2 Tim. iv. 6. " For my powers are
now failing, [in th e mar g in, I am now
about to be sacrificed ,] and tl*e tim e
of my depa rt u re is near :'* in R. V,,
" for I am now read y to be offer ed
[ t yco y ocp 73807 c^evto^oct], and th e time
of my depart u re is at hand " [etye -
$-T7/ce]. The translatio n of Phil aleth es
varies considerabl y from that of his
predecessors. }a Castalio we read ,
" jam jam immolandus sum,1* and
Dodd rid ge retains the figure ex-
presse d by R- V. The Lexico n of
Schleusner is perhaps th e sourc e of
the variation : in verb , a-vevQa (No,
4), " metap borice : puula tim absurn or.
Sic bis in N. T. legitur , Phil. ii. \ 7 \ 2
Tim. iv« 6,—-omnes vires mese sensim
minuuntu r et absumuntu r. '* H ow-
ever, we cannot admit that the
learn ed lexicograp her has proved this
to be the sense of the word ; an d we
consider the present examp le of his
skil l in illustration as singularl y un-
hap py. The authorities to which he
refe rs , are insufficient : valua ble a.s
are his labours , they would be yet
more so, were not his subdivisi ons
extremel y numerous and refined .

7. " I have continued faith-
ful :" in R. V., " I have kept the
faith ** \rvflf vticrriv T€ff ip *\Kct \. Wake-
field has , " I have been faithfu l to mv
engagements. *

14. «« Alexander the brazier :**
in R. V., " Alexander the copper-
smith" [a %aXx€t>s]. Here Phila lethes.
agrees with Wors ley.

ib. " Will render. " In R. V,*
" reward " [<a/7roSc^]» But Philalethes
prefe rs the various reading , otvrcf t&xrsi.

20. ** JE rastus remained , [in
R . V.f " abode ,"] at Corinth. " Tfce
ori ginal word is efAeivev ; and this
Worsle y transl ates , staid , Wakefield ,
stopt* Newcome, remained.

Titus i. 1 , 2. " The knowled ge of
reli gious trut h, founded upon ,1* &<:. :
in R. V., *' the ackno w ledging of the
truth which is after godliness [emy -
vaxriv ciky iOeta,!; ty i<; koct* tvcretZzuzv] . In
hope of 1* [ett * cXiri8i]. We consider
" knowl edge" as the correct transla-
tion. See Worsley and Schleuari gr.
The rendering 4* founded upon /* is of
the nature of a paraphrase.
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Titus i. 5- " I left thee in Crete , that
thou mightes t set ri ght the things
that were defective , and ordai n elders
in every town :11 

t in R. V., " left I
thee —that thou shoul dest set in order
f e n&top OcxHrrf] the things that are want -
ing [ ra, Xenrovra] —every city ' [ kutol
nxo\iv\. " It is ivell known/ * says
Doddri dge, note in loc, " tha t every
consider able town was called a city
by the ancients ," Philale thes* tran-
slat ion of th is verse , taken altogether ,
is cor rect , Symonds , in loc.

12. "A poet of thei r own :
in R. V., " a prop het '* [irpo^r^̂ .
Mr. Wakefield 's rendering is singular ,
" one of thei r own teachers/ ' We
much pref er that of Phila lethes, who
agr ees with Newcome.

_ ib. " Slothfu l gluttons :0 in
R. V., " slow bellies'* [y&g- £p £<; apyoct] *
In pr oof *' th at y artp zq by itself signi-
fies gluttons " the late Primate of Ire -
land refer s to Wetstein.

ii, 9. " Worth y of reeppct,
discree t :'' in R. V., " gra ve, tempe-
ra te" {jref Aj tovt;, o-G>(f)p ovcx,<;~].

~—— 5.  " Domestic ." in R. V.,
" kee pers at home" [omovpou<;]. Ther e
is a good reading in Griesbach 's mar-
gin, otyoovpy ovq.

-,—f - 11. u The saving grace of
God hath appeared to all men :" in
R. V., " the grace of God that
bringeth salvation , hath app ear ed ,*'

&c. [smzcp avvi y ap yj %ocp iq tqv ®eqv f \
Gr&TYip ux; icacrw ccvtip ao 'iroiq] . Wake f ield,
Newcome, and the F.-G. Vers., place
a comma after ®eqv : " saluta ire k
tous les homines/ '

—,_ is. «< The manifestation of
the glory of the G reat God ,17 &c. : in
R. V., *' the glor ious appear i ng [eth -
tp avuocv ty is &>f^] of," &c. I n  this
instance Ph ilalethes is mor e literal
than usual.

in. l. *< Admonish them to
be subm issive and obedient to magis-
trates and men in authority -> y * in
R. V., ** Put them in mind [v Trof xtf A-
j/tjo -ke] to be subject to princi paliti es
and power s" [ ap %ai ^ kui s !;ov<ria <f}.
Thus Worsley, ^ govern ors and ma-
gistra tes. 1' It is evident that the
ren derin g and inte rpret ation of this
clause must determine the renderin g
and interpreta tion of Eph. vi. 12,
44 yee wrestle again»t princi p alities,
against powers *,"—" magistrates and
incn iti aatbor ity.**

, io, 11. ** Reject a part y matt

in religion, knowin g that such a manis perverted , arid sinneth against hj sown conscience '* [in the mar gi n ,
" being self-condemned"]. " A mail
that is an heretic [aipsny iov ccy 6p&7ro v\
after the fi rst and second ad monit ion *
reject : knowing that he that is such]
is subve rted [o rt sgeg-paKTat , <f roiBra ^\
and sin neth , being condemn ed of him-
self " [c^K,a/)T<ZV£*, CCV CXAJrOVLCUTa-^TOq] ,
Aip £TMo<; uv6p &koi; * (says Cam pbell ,
The four Gospels, &c. Vol. 1. 4t o.
pp. 435, 436,) •* may pro perly be
rendered *a factious man .*' VVa ke-
field's rendering is, " a fomenter of
divisions: " and so the L V, For the
sense of irap ccirov see 1 Tim. iv. 7.

14. " Our friends** [o* ',$/xeT£.
p ot] * Ph ila lethes has, wit h good rea-
son, supplied the ellipsis. Her e the
K, V. is literal to a fault , " let our V
&c.

Jam es i. 4. " Let constancy hav e
its full exercise :" in R. V«, *« let
patienc e [vicofM yvj] have her perfect
work'* [epy ov t&Kuqv 6%£r&7J. Mos t of
the tr ansla tors have employed the
word patience : Philalethes will, per -
haps appeal , nor , we thin k, unj ustl y,
to Rosen miil ler and Schleusner.

8. u An undecided man •" in
R. V., u a double-minded [8î %c^]
man ," Newcome tran slates it , u a
man of a divided mind. '9

i 15. " Sin , when perpet rate d ,
is pregnant , with death :1' in R. V.,
" when it is finished [otTCoreXea -Oeicra],
bringeth fQrt h Ottoxus *] death. " But
Wakefiel d, atill better , u when her
full ti me is come," &c- Castalio has,
" peccatum porro perpet ratuna 311 and
so Doddrid ge.

16, 17. u M y dear b reth ren 1
[uyairf iToi]. The R. V. is more dig-
nified , " beloved. "

" Every good gift , an d ever y
perfect benefi t" [8&H7K— lopr ^Aoo] : i»
R. V. the same noun is rep eated,
" every good gift , an d ever y per fect
gift/' Philalethes follows Newcome,
an d has also th e san ction of W ake-
field and of the F. G. Ver s. ; «ot to
mentio n Castalio , &c.

23. u A mirror " ['arw rpfli]. I&
R. V. u a glass. '1 The maj ori ty of
precediii g translators rv ill auth or ize
the change.

ii . 1. " The glorious faith erf
<h*i- Lord Jesus Christ , so as to have
resfnect to penM >n» :>v in R. V., " *he
faith of our Lord Je sus Chr isty the
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Lord of glory [rw «r '* *• f; x. t^
S^cl. wi^ respect of pers ons |> <v^
;;SU 3̂- Wa kefield says, - th pre
can be no doub t of the proprie ty ' of
the connexion which is the basi s of
th e ren dering by Phila{ethes. In
vindicat ion of it , we are referred to
1 Tim. i. 1 I f  T0 evcvyyeXtov ryj s lofy q
rov p mcap iov 0eevf in which passage,
however , a doctrine , not a per son, is
rep resented - Besides, the position of
th e wor ds is not the same , ryv %i?iv
rov Kvp iov wp uv ty<rov Xp ifov rye; 8o£ig$.
We take Rosenniul ler to be cor rect,
" ty i<; f oSw poni t ur pro cvbozovS* On
the other han d , the alteration con-
tend ed for has the countena nce of not
a few highl y respectable tr anslato rs,
bot h an cient and modern. The I. V.
retai ns the common ren dering.

Jam es ii 4. " Ye becomejud ges who
reaso n ill :" in R. V., "jud ges of evil
thoug hts " [vtpmx* %iaXvyuri*.av woy^pwv]*
Liter all y, " of wicked reason ings/*
Worsle y has, " who reason wicked ly."

. . „,. io. " Whoever shall keep the
whole law except offending in one
point , is completely guilty s" in R . V.,
" whosoever ," &c. and yet offend in
one p oint [Trranrsi ds sv evi] he is guilty
of all" [yeyove. itccvruv svo%o$}. This
difficul t passage Worsley, a very ac-
curat e translator , has ren dere d with
much felicity, " he is unde r the pe-
nal ty of all .7'

ig 4 « Evil spirits " \ra Sct/^o-
p iaT\: in R. V., " the devils." The
onl y cor rect translatio n is, " the
daemons ;" as in the F. G. Vers .
Eve ry thing bey ond this , falls within
th e prov ince of the expositor.

25. This verse Ph ila lethes
gives in a note, but does not insert
in his text. Wh y should he suspect
it of being " an interpolation " ?

iii. 13. " Shew his attain-
ments with the meekness of wisdom/'
Tfr e R. V. has , " his works " [ra epyct
avrov]. Not onl y is this render ing
litera l : it possesses the fu rth er ad-
va nta ge of being consonant to the
spiri t and object of the epistle.

17. " Tractable " [€Wci0ik] :
accordin g to R. V., " easy to be en-
tr eated " Phi lalethes1 render ing is also
Wakfefield' a.

• ib. " Wit hout ittde cision"
laSt cucpiTog] . The R. V. has, " wUh-put par tiality ." - So nearl y all forme r
tr anslators : nor can we assign the

princi ple on which Ph ilalethes depa rts
from them *

James iv. 7, This writer here retains
the common render ing, ** the devitn
[rq > hcc€o X q>~] , So do his predecessors*

——— 11. Thou gh thou mayest be a
jud ge :" in R. V., " but a jud ge"
[a XKa Kp nrq q']. The word s in ita lics,
are unnecessar y : after "judge ,71 in
the P. T., read , of it.

v. 19> 20. " If any of you
wander from the truth , and one re-
clai m him, be assured that he who
recl aimet h the sinner from his wander-
ing shall , &c, and extinguish a mul-
titude of sins.'* To estimate the
variations fro m the R- V., the reader
will weigh the expressions <ir\owY}(h}9
ensr p̂B^Ti, kcxXv^u Perh aps he will
give the pr eference to the P. T,

Art. II.—Letters on the Events which
have passed in France since tf ie
Restoration in 1815. By Helen
Maria Wiliiains. 8vo. pp. 204.
Bald win and Co. . 1810. .

ON a former occasion [Vol. XL
pp. %2&—232] we were com-

pelled , by a sense of justice , to make
some rather severe stric tures upon
Miss Williams's statement s with re-
gard to the persecution of the French
Protesta nts. Time has ju stified all
our r emarks . The liber al party has
gained the a scendan cy in France ; it
is no longer treason to avow at Pa ris
that the restored government , for a
time unde r the influence of the Ultras,
did abet and sanction the persecutions
in the South , nor does policy require
the Parisian Prote stants to disavow
all connexio n and sympath y with the
Dissenting Minist ers of London , who
stood forward amidst difficulty and
reproach to succour the victims of
intolerance : and Miss Williams her-
self is emboldened by the altered tone
of publ ic feeling to assum e the lan-
guage which so wel l becomes her , of
an ardent friend of civil and relig ious
libert y.

She thus descri bes the political
state of t hat genera tion of the French
who will pre sently f orm the na-
tion :—

" Above all , one class of the nation was
found in vigorous resistance to all ult ra-
royalist measure s ; that class is composed
of the whole youth of France , A mong
them ther e is no dtsseutiDg* voice, no ho£ ¦
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tile opinion . You may still inquire in
French society, what are the politica l sen-
timents of a man in advanced life ; but if
the person with whom y ou converse be
youns c înqui ry is use less ; that pe rson is
a lover of liber ty . The French youth
have lired onl y unde r the new order of
th ings, and have not been taug ht to re-
spect the old. They have imb ibed the
princ i p les of the Revoluti on , without hav-
ing felt its evils. Its pitiless tem pest
rocked thei r cradle and passed harmless
over their beads. They are not like those
who , hav ing- passed th roug h the Revolu-
tion , are weary of the conflict , and dis-
posed to leave the reformati on of the
world to whomever it may concern . The
minds of the Fre nch youth are unsubdued
by sufferi ng, and full of the ard our of
independ ence. They kn ow tbat liberty
is the prize , for [which] many of their
pare nts have bled in the field or perished
on the scaffold. But they are too wel l
read in modern history , of which their
country lias been the g reat thea tre , to
seek for liberty where it is not to be found.
They do not resemble that misled and
insensate mu ltitude who , in the first years
of the Re volution , had just th rown off thei r
chai ns, and p rofaned in their ignorance
the cause they reve re d . The pre sent race
are bett er taug ht , and will  not bow the
knee to false idols. They rall y round the
cha rte r as thei r tutelar divinit y, whom it
is their dut y to obey, and thei r p rivile ge to
defend .1 '—P p. 7—9.

We are pleased with the following
not ice, t he firs t that has reached us ,
of the reca l fro m exile of M. Pomi -
tfi ER. Raj bau o, t he brot her of t he
illustrious and unfortun ate Ra baud St.
T«it ieiine, and for several years one of
t he Prote stant ministers at Paris. M.
Rabaud . was one of the Convention
t hat sate in j ud gment upon Louis
XVI.  He gave his vote for the death
of the king , but with an addi t ional
clause desi gned to save his life. The
measure of his political offences was
filled up by his signing the «' Addi -
t iona l Act ," tha t is, the act of alleg i-
ance to Buon aparte on his retur n
from Elba. And hence , at an ad-
vance d age, an d without any means
of subsistence but his pro fession, he
was ba n ished from Fra nce.

" M. Rabaud bears a name which is
never pronounced but with veneratiou by
t he Protestan ts ""of Fra nce. His exile was
generall y dep lore d 9 the pious had lost
a model , and the poor a friend. After
two years of exile, his return was solicited
by one of the best defenders of Pro tes-

tantis m and of liberty in Fra nce, M. Boissvd' Angelas, and granted by the Kin g wfchgenerous alacrity . The fi rst time oiu-veuerabie past or appeared at chur ch agrea t part of the audience offered him aspontaneous tribute of affectionat e re verence, by rising , wheD he entered " Pn
11, 12. P '

The great thin g gained by theFrenc h is the election of repre senta-
tives. This priv ilege is not equa l invalue to the elective fran chise in En-gland . The people onl y elect otherelectors , who, in what ar e called
" electoral colleges,'* choose the ac-tual Deputi es; and in th e assemblies
of the " electoral colleges" no discus-sion is per mitted on the merit s of therespectiv e candi dates.

" The peo ple, however, well underst an d
the value of th eir ri ght of election. They
know the pri ce it has cost. They are not
ignoran t that they have paid for it with
th irt y years of re volution , with the ir
tran quillity , their fortunes , thei r children ;

they regard it , like the sacred
ark , which no imp ious han d could touch
with impunity . Durin g* th e las t election
at Paris , a friend of mine passed a gro up
of people, who were talkin g- politics in the
stre et , when one man , stepp ing- out of the
grou p, pointed with his hand to a pl acard
with the nam es of the electors , and ex-
clai med , This is the Revolution ."—Pp.
31,32.

The sign and seal of French liberty
is the impotence of the priesth ood , of
which M iss Williams gives an amus-
ing proof :

" The carnival of 1817 was succeeded
by an incident that spread a genera l gaiety
over the first days of Len t. This was a
Man dement , or Pasto ra l Letter , of the
Grand Vicaires of Paris , the firs t ep iscopal
authority in the int erre gnum of the arch-
bisho prick , address ed to the faithfu l, and
affixed as usual , at that season, to the
walls of all the churc hes of the capital .
I t was i n genera l , in the accustomed form s,
prescribin g absti nence , granti ng* perm is-
sion to eat eggs, &c.——but it containe d
one prohibitio n of a novel descri ption. A
books eller had ju st published a compact
editio n of Voltaire for more general use ;
and against this publication the Mau de-
rnent hurled all its thunders. The Pa ri-
sia ns have lon< r had sufficient reason to be
serious , but thei r nat u ral disposition w to
be gay ; they wer e glad of an occasion for
mir th , and never was a Mandemen t before
the cause of so much pleasan try. It fu r-
nished the subject of epigram s, the burd en
of songs j every bod y felt the ordin ary
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disposition to do what was forbidden ; and
stich was the increased demand for ' Vdl-
iaiie , that seven new editions were pub-
lished an d sold rap idl y." These were fol-
lowed by new edit ions of Rousseau , and
ether Fre nch classics, who now agai u de-
scended from the ir shel ves, and becam e
{or a moment the order of the day."—Pp.
105, 106.

The ancient ardour of the French
for literature has given way to zeal
for politics.

a Such is th e p resent avidity for poli-
tica l in tell i gence, that Paris is filled with
rea ding- ro oms, which are crowded from
mor ning -till ni ght , with old and youn g1, all
a like eager to seise upon some new pam -
phlet , and obt ain information of what is
pass ing* . At the A thenee  ̂ a long esta-
blis hed Wterary institution , not hing 1 attracts
so bril liant a crowd of both sexes as the
discussion of some poli tical question by
M. Benjam in Cons tant , with that anal yzing
pre c ision , an d that persua sive eloquence
of which he Las so eminently the secret , '*
—P. 108.

i

According to Miss Williams, the
French are no lon ger ir rel igious:

u It is a pleasure to relate that , al thoug h
enli ghtened persons in France give no
quarte r to superstition , a general respect
for reli gion now prevails in this countr y .
No glory can any longer be acquired by
the miserable boast of infidelity. la the
first years of the Revo lution , those dep lo-
ra ble doctri nes were so prevalent , t hat
they had descended even to the vul gar.i II f au t  une reli gion pour le peup lej

said a cobbler to a frien d* At present the
sneer of i rr el igion is as distant from the
tone of good company , as it is from the
prin ci ples of ri ght reason . The infid el
now bea rs his gloomy system as wel l as he
can r in silence , and no longer obtrudes his
inc redu lity on other s ; on those who, per-
haps , in the bitter ness of adversity , l ean
for thei r sole support on a creed that tells
th em of pity that pa r tak es—o f mercy that
consoles, misfortune : and of P-oodnessconsoles, misfortun e ;  and of goodness
th at will reme mber virtue .71—P p. 115,

But with this respect for religion ,
the re is littje disposition in the French
people to bi gotr y : they are said toview the missions of the priests with
indignation. Of these Miss Williams
says,

c Catliol ic missionari es are sent hy no-
body knows whom, to wander , nobod y .K nows wh y, over France , wit h pil grim- 'feet an d pre ach , the dogmata of the Catho -
JI « tait h , as if they were as little know n«* U»e ha nks of the Garonne as of the
"itsras ippi. They plant great iron crosses

in the princi pal squares or streets of the
towns or villages wher e they pass , and on
which they engrave fig-ures of hearts , in-
scribing - on each heart tlie name of one of
the fai th ful."—P. 116.

In a Supplementary Letter, Miss
Williams vindicates the French Pro-
testants fro m some charges which
she understands have been preferred
against them in England , and particu-
larly by a revere nd gent leman of the
name of Raffles ., From the vagueness
and pompousness of the defence we
can scarcel y collect the nature of the
accusation. Sabbath- breakin g an-accusauon. oaDDa m-oreaKing ap-
pears, however, to be one of the of-
fences in question ; and in treating
this , Miss Williams breaks out into
oratorical exclamations which mean
nothing, instead of replying that the
foreign Protestants do not hold the
same notions as the English Noncon-
formists of the sanctity of the Sab-
bath , or rather the first day of the
week.

One fact stated by our author (p,
195) shews the intimate connexion
between civil and religious liberty.
When attempts were lately made by
the U ltras to v iol ate the Char ter in
respect of the law of elections, perse-
cuting movements were made at Nis-
mes. On that occasion, the ardour of
the bigo ts in the to wn was cooled by
an intimation from the Protestant
peasants of the Cevennes, that if one
drop of Protestan£ blood were spilt ,
the mountains would descend , and " it
would be woe to the Cathol ics."
Happily (as Miss Williams conc ludes.
pp. 197> 198), the peasants were not
com pelled to fulfil t heir menace, the
Charter triumphed in tbe Chamber
of Deputies, and the Protestants at
Nismes are in safety.

7 •
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Art . III. —The Duties of Christians
towards Deists : A Serm on, p reached
at the Unitarian Chapel , Parlia -
ment Court , Artillery Lane , Bishops-
gate Street , on Sunday, October %4 9
181 9, on occasion of  the recen t Pro -
secution of  Mr. Carlile, for  the
Repnhlication of Paine s Age of
Reason. By W. J. Fox * 3vo. pp.
48. !*• 6dL

riHHE argument against the pu-
JL nisliment of opinions appears to

us unanswerable. There can, in fact,
be no liberty of inquiry, if there be
not liberty for the avowal of the result



of inquiry , whatever that resu lt may
be, Mr. Fox has argue d this point
most ably and successfull y. But
whilst we agree with him in his mai n
position , we think that he assumes too
much of the charac ter of an advocat e*and that he indu lges in wha t is called
special p leading. It is due to him , at
the same tiin e, to say th at where he
discovers a leanin g which is not
consistent with imparti ality, he is
evident ly under the influence of com-
passion towards those whom he con-
sider s wronged .

Notwith standing Mr . Fox's acute
remark s (Pref. pp. v,—vii. ) we do not
per ceive that the convicti on of Carlile
«• virtuall y rescin ds the pr otection
gra nted by the Legislature to Unita -
rians. " We hesita te in our assent to
the prop osition , (p. S3, ) that " to talk
of the opinions of Deists dissolving
all the bonds of society, destroy ing
the obligati on of an oat h, and annihi-
lati ng the distinction between vice
and vir tue, is mere declama tion," " the
languag e of deception, of ignorance or
of bigotry " We canno t for a mo-
ment admit (p. 29) " that the rejec -
tion of Chri stianity may be thrown
into a series of propositi ons, every one
of which pr oposition s is maintained
by some sect of Chri stians ,'* since we
believe th at the reverse is the truth ,
and tha t the essentials of the Christian
reli gion may be put into a series of
articles , not one of which has ever
been denied by any Christian den o-
minati on. Still less can we agree
with the assertion that the opinion of
Unitari ans is opposed to th at both of
other Christian s and of Deist s, (Pref.
p. xv.) ** in resting the hope of future
existence upon the doctrine of the
resurre ction , and not upon the Ortho -
dox and Deistica l notion of the natp ira l
immortality of the soul; " for we appre -
hend that the maj ority of unbelievers
are Material ists , and we know that the
Unitarians are divided upon the ques-
tion of the soul's natural immortalit y.

We make these exceptions to this
Sermon for the sake of truth and free
discussion, but we could quote many
eloquen t passages which have our
cord ial approbati on. The following
contains a beautiful extr act , and as
beautif ul an adap tation of it to the
preacher 's purpose :

^ Thc feelings of p*P«s Christi ans ar«
doubtless wounde d By insulti ng languag e

offered to *U tbey re vere . Let them meetit by si Chr istian spiri t. Nothi ng will shewso wel l the heavenliness of th eir re ligionLet them i mbib e the spiri t of th e following
beauti fu l remark of Robinso n :— * Is Goddishon oure d ? Imi tate his cond uct then
Does he thuntfei ^ does he li ghte n, does heafflict this poor roan ? Behold his sunenli ghtens his hab itation , his rai n re-fresh es his fields , his gentle breeze fans
and animat es him every- day , his revelat i onlies alway s open befo re him , his th rone ofmerc y is ever accessible to him. an d will
you , rash Christian , w ill you mar k him
out for vengeance ?' I fancy to mysel f a
Chr istian , who has abetted a prosecution
for In fidelit y , readin g- such a passage as
this . Does not his heart sink within him
at the incorre ctness of the picture , an in-
corr ectness procfuced by his instru men-
talit y ? ' No/ he may say, c the sun does
not enlighten his hab itation ; I have con-
signed him to a dun geon. The rain does
not refres h his fields 3 I ha re invaded his
pro perty . His home does not smile 5 I
have filled it with mourning ". Revelation
is not open befor e him ; I have made him
loathe the book , and done the utmost of a
mortal to reve rse the beni gnity of God.y
Miser able man!" —P p. 42, 43,

7O« Rf .wew.- *& Few Words on an Imp ortan t Subject *—Thoug hts on Suicide

Art. IV.—A Few Words on an Im-
po rtan t Subject : The Diff erence
between Unitaria ns and Deists : Re*
commended to the Consideration of
Un believers and Reputed Orthodox
Believers. By Richard Wri ght ,
U. M. 1 2mo. pp. 12. Eaton and
Teulon. 2rf.

A 
SEASONABLE little tract ,
dra wn up with jud gment and

candou r , and unde r a strong convic-
tion both of the right of free inquiry
and of the supreme impor tanc e of
div ine revelation.

Ar t. V.— Thoug hts on Suicide, in <*
Letter to a Friend. 8vo. pp. 5&
Payne aud Foss, and Hunt er , 1819*

SUICIDE is a distressing subject
We doubt whether any good can

resu lt from familiarizing the discus-
sion of it to the public mind. la
more than one instanc e, we have seen
the mischievous consequence s of mak-
ing the lawfulne ss of it matter of de-
bat e. But if ?iny publicatioq oa such
a topic may be commended* it is that
of the author before us, who, tbw gk
h^s mitigates the crinae and horr or of
suicide more tlwia we quite app rove,
yet is so evidentl y swayad by p **r€
benevolence , and preserves »w* *



Art. VI.—A Letter to Lord JoJm
Riissel on the Necessity of Parlia -
menta ry Reform, as recommended by
Mr. Fp x9 and on, the Exp ediency of
Rep ealing the Corp orat ion and Tes t
Acts. 8vo. pp. 80. Hunter , and
Rodw ell and Martin . 1819.

fTpHIS is a temperate , heaj ing patn -
JL phlet , on subjects which have

caused great divisions , and led to much
violence. The Author is a Whi g of
the Fox school ; he appears also to
be an Unitar ian Dissenter : yet he is
as litt le of a partizan as it is possible
for any man of decided opinions to
i>e ; he will not indiscrim inate ly cen -
sure the prese nt min isters, and he can
see some good in a National Esta-
blishment of Religion. At the same
time, he does not , like some write rs
that we know , confine his liberalit y
and cand our to the stronger party ;
his civility to the Churc h of Eng land
is not designed to sharpen his hostility
to the Methodists , nol* his toleration
of the Tori es to unite a greater force
m per secution of the Radica l Re-
formers.

In defendin g the ri ghts of the Pro-
testan t Dissente rs , Civis (for this is the
writ er 's subscr iption t o t he let ter)
main ta ins those likewise of the Uuita -
nans , especia ll y as far as they were
called in questi on by Mr. Shad well,
in the Wolverham pton Case.

The whole Letter displays abil ity,
rea ding and Chr istian feeling. We
w ish it may have its prop er influen ce
on the mind of the noble person to
whom it is add ressed, in d isposinghim to brin g forward in Pa rliamen tthe great questions here discussed.But why the two questions are asso-ciated we do not exactl y' perc eive ;
^arliamerita ry Reform has no moreconnexion with the Re peal of t{ie
Corporation and Test Acts, tha n withthe abolition of Reven ue Lotteries ;though, per ch ance, both might followfrom it

In a note to a passag e on uncliari -*ab Ie weds f pp. 64, 65, the author

relates the following story from La-
trbbe V Anecdotes of Fr ed. II. King
of Prussia : -

" The nobles of VaTang iu deposed a
clergyman of the reformed r€li gion for
havin g preache d against eternal dam na-
tion. The Clevgyina u app lied to the King
for redress, who immediatel y issued an
order, commanding them to , replace the
Cler gyman in his benefice , and to act in
future in a more tolerant and . rational
mann er. In consequence of this, the no-
hies presented , a long* remonstrance , in
which they , in the most submissi ve lan-
guage, insisted upon thei r ri ght to depose
the Clergyman , and posit ively re fun&d to
reinst ate him , as the people were deter -
mined to hear nothing said against the
doctr ine of eternal damnation. The King ,
who did not choose on this occasion to
dispute thei r privileges , but yet had alway s
a g reat obj ection to contrad ict any orde r
he had issued , -sent back their remon -
stra nce with these words added to the bot-
tom, 6 tlf  my loving subjects of Valangin
choose to be eternall y daf nned  ̂ I have
/nothi ng to say against it.7 **

Art. VII. —America n Unitaria n CW-
troversy 9 contain ing the Author 's De-
fence of the Unitarian Doctrines
agains t ̂ severa l Oppone nts; including
also their Letters or Essays * #*€••
By John Wright of G eorge Town ,
D (elaware ) C (ounty), Un ited
State s of America * 8vo. pp. 114.
Liver pool pr inted 5 and sold by
D. Eato n, Lon don. 9.$*

MR. JOHN W RIG HT i  ̂
well

know n to our readers as the
person against whom the abortiv e
prosecution for blasp hemy was begun
at Liverpool [Mod. Repos. XII. 244*
306, 431]. He has latel y emigrated
to America , and'settled at George
Town, near Washington , where (ia
Quaker phrase ) he is bearing his test i-
mony to Unitarianism. (See p. 458
of our present VoL ) The pamp hlet
befor e us is an interesting record of a
controvers y in the American news-
pape rs, in which assumed orthodoxy
appears on the other side of the water
in the same character that it bears on
this ; presuming, censor ious, into lera nt
and very much disposed to misrepre -
sentation . But the cause of truth ia
in good hands , and we: have no doubt
that the result of Mr. Wri ght 's jud i-
cious, tempe rate and perseveri ng as-
serti on of the Unitarian doctrine will
be a large accession to the worsh ipers
of the One God, the Father *
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cautious and reverential regard of mo-
rai itv and of Chr istianity , that no one
can read his « Thoug hts'* and feel
Jess disposed than before to watch
against " presumpt uous sins" or to
pra y tha t he may be " innocen t from
the great tr ansgression."
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1819 . June 23, at Paris , aged 76, M.
Pros per-Gabriel Acpran , Professor of
Heb rew of the Frenc h College. He was
the son of the celeb ra ted Audra n, directo r
of the Gobeiin- Tapistry, whose house was
the resor t of many di stinguished artists.
The young* Audran , wh o had natural ly
a taste for the arts , wished to emb race the
profession of one of them ; bu t his fat her,
who destined him to the bar or the mag is-
t racy , made him pu rsue the requisite stu-
dies, and pur chased for him in 1768 the
cha rge of Counsellor of Justice at Pans.
He carr ied lo this dign ity an inflexible
integri ty, which formed the foundation of
his character. He disp layed wi th his
compani ons the firmness and the courage
¦whi ch then distingu ished the tribunals and
courts of j ustice , and he took his share of
the disgraces aad tlie injuries put upon
them by the government . He was banished
wi th his breth ren in 1771, under the Chan -
cellor Meau pou, and reca lled in 1774, at
the accession of Louis XVI .

At this period , "he connected himsel f
especiall y with the ad vocate M. Baudin ,
wh o died President of the Council of An-
cien ts . Th is lat ter ,, who had draw n from
the school of the Orator y more solid prin -
ci ples of relig ion than those that were
then tau ght in the majority of seminaries ,
mad e it his duty to communicate them to
his friend $ and as M. Audran was na turall y
serious , he had no difficulty to understand
and relish them : thenceforward he gave
himself up more particularl y to the stud y
of Hol y Scri pture , without at all n eglectin g
his duties as a magistrate . A fte r some
years , being persuaded that it was , it not
impossible , yet at leas t ver y difficult to
reconcile the sp irit of penitence with his
magisterial functions , he sold his office to
live in retirement , and to devote himself to
the kind of life whi ch appeared to him th e
most conformable to his divine model . He
went to lod ge in a small apartment f l t u e
des Magons J near his mother , of whom he
took a particular care until  her death.

There he lived in his retreat .lead ing
the life of a penitent , and meditatin g «J a.y
and ni ght upo n the eternal tr uths which
wine all hia conso lation. To imp rove
himself in Hebre w, to which he ha d ap-
p li ed p rinci pa ll y since he had q uitted I he
mag istracy , he made acqua intance wi th
M. Riviere , professor of this langua ge i«
the College of Fr an ce ; he, on his s ide ,
fi ndi n g in M. Audran all the aptitude
necessary for mastering it and bccoining -
a proficient in it , made him a friend , and
present l y a rival in h is favourite pursui t.
M. Audran made such pro gress under
such a maste r, that on the death of M.
Ri viere , which happened a few years after
he was j ud ged worth y to succeed him '
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His Dncdest y led hi/n to resist for some
t ime, but he was at length constr ain ed to
y ield to the int reaties of his frie nds , espe-
cial ly of ML Camus , then keeper of the
national archives.

In his new app ointment he disp lay ed
his wonted conscientious zeal . Not con-
tented with public and stated lectur es, he
th rew open his closet at all hours of the
day to stu dents. More tha n ' once he has
been known to seek out those that wer e
u na voidabl y absent from lecture , ari d to give
them instru ctions at their own lod gings .

Though his income was consid erab le,
his sty le of living was that of a her mit .
He nursed his f or tune  for the poor j sup.
portin g a great number of families , ed u-
catin g childre n and settin g out youth s in
the world . His last worl dl y act was to
give the littl e money that he had in sto re
to a friend for the benefi t of the poor ,
wi shing, as he expressed himself , to car ry
into the oth er world no wealth but what
was .current there.

One of his friends has d raw n up for him
the following monumental inscri pti on :—

Hie jacet
Prosper-Gabr iel A ud ran,

Linguar . Ilebr . Chald . et Sy r . in Ilegio
Franciae

Collegio Profes sor.
In viis j usticioe ambulavit ^Doctus , doctri n ae sap ientiam aiitetul it ;

pro priac laudis coritem ptor , soli Deo, et
verbis

et facti s, g-loriam dare voluitj
firm a fide , spe cer ta ,

vitam aeternarn constanter tnihelav it ;
caritatis -non ficta ,̂ e rga Demn et homines ,

mandaiuiii imp levi t ;
pan per tatem et pace in amavi t ;

pau peres , qu os dotav it , defunctui n , per-
pelno.

lugebant ;
obdonnivit in Dom.die 23 ineiis. Jtini il81°,

an . actatis 76.

October 8, at Hambu rg von der tlche^near Fr ankfort on the Mayne , in th e 22d
year of his age , Mr. J ohn WFXLBErov i i> ,
second son of th e Rev , Charle s Wellbe-
(oved , and lat el y a d iv in i ty  stu dent in the
Manc hester College, York . Th e disord er ,
which carrie d him off , was a ner vous
fever ;  and pr obabl y, arose from an excess
of fkti g-ue and excitement . The pre mat ur e
death of t his amia ble and promis ing youn ff
man is one of those myst erio us app oint-
ments , whi ch , howeve r firm ou r i rust in
th e wisdom and goodness of the Crea tor ,
must powerfu lly impress us with a sense
of our own i gnorance and our utte r ina bi-
lity to measur e his unfathomab le counsels.

Oif Sed by na ture with sup eri or talent **

OBIT UARY.



ajjd furn ished by educati on with the am-
plest i»eans for their development , he had
already excited the fond est antici pations
of• futu re eminence and usefulness in all
those by whom his wort h was known.
Every adva ntag e of instru ction and excite-
ment whic h could promo te thei r growt h
and hasten th eir expansion into the full
bloom of  excellence , seemed combined to
fu lfi l the most sang -uitfe wishes of his
fr iends, when a sickness , as appa rentl y
casua l in its ori gin as it was rap id in its
pr ogress and consu mmation , all at ©nee
th rew a cloud on the fair prospect , and has
left to bis sorrowing* survivors onl y a deep
and pain fu l conviction of the inscrutable
pu rp oses of Pr ovidence , and the pensive
memory of virtues which are now no more.

To dwe ll on the many amiable and ex-
cellent qu alities of tho se whom we have
loved , and retrace the lineaments of a
frie nds hi p, whose sweet and genial influ-
ence once shed ha pp iness on the social
ho ur , is a pleasing ", but , at the same time , a
delicat e and responsible task ; and yet , to
pass wholl y in silence so much that was
tru l y good , so much tha t must awaken our
lov e, and may provok e imitation , to be
deni ed the grat ification of pay ing* a slight
trib ute to the memory of departed worth ,
would be a privation at once painfu l and
impr oper.

Perha ps no one ever had a more tho -
Y tru ghly warm , benevol en t, and guileless
heart , than the friend whose untimel j
death it is the sad office of these pages to
record 5 had move of  that universal recti -
tud e and purit y of feeling1, which guided
him ar i ght , even in his gayest and most
thoug htl ess hours , when imagination was
on th e win g-, and reason had least direct
infl uence on his actions. For an occa-
sion al warm th of temper , tli e result of a
san guine tem perament and enthusiastic
ardo ur of mind , and which his cooler
jud gmen t would have tau g ht him to re-
pre ss, he mor e than atoned by the toial
absence of eve ry tincture of malevolence
an d selfishness , and by a generous and
uni for m re adi ness to acknowled ge himself
» n err or , when convin ced , in his calmer
woo ds , that he was so.

Of his int ellectual character , if a friend
m{*y be perm itted to speak , perhaps ele-
tf a ncc of taste and qu ickn ess of perce p t ionxvor e the distin guishing* features . More
d isposed and better suit ed to the livel y
a »<l cWa ut illustration of the mea ning of
othe rs th an to st r ik ing out new and ori gi-
nal comb in ati ons of Ins own , or engag ing
tn pati ent and laborious research , his mind
was perh aps rathe r acute than compr e-
hens ive ; bis fas te r ather litera ry than
Pj ulosop hicai. But he was youn g- ;" and
!"8 mi nd , elegant and well-informed , as

cert ai nl y was, migr ht have contained
AVI Ml I *Ml «n U ger ni Sj yet undevelo ped and un -k ««vr n , which , had bis life been spared ,migt» t ha.v© ri pened , by the g-entl« * dews

Oct. 23, after.a f e w  days' illness, age d
65, Jane , the wife of Mr. Richard Manlb y ,
Sen. of Chowbent , Lanca shire . She wag
tlie mother of a numerous famil y of chil-
dren , twelve of whom arri ved at years of
maturi ty, and all , excepting* the eldest
dau ght er , who died about twelve month s
before her mother , now survive her . She
was followed to the g*rave by the afflicted
and bereaved partner of her jo ys and cares
in life, accompanied by hi $ eleven chil-
dren , ten sons and dau g h ters -in- law , and
several of his grand-childre n , altogeth er
formin g' a larg e gr oup of famil y mourners ,
rarel y witness ed . The sight was awful l y
impr essive to th ose who viewed it. To the
last week of her life, " she looked well to
the way s of her household. Her childre n
rise up and call her blessed ; her husb and
also , and he praiseth. her. " As an indus -
trious and affectionate wife and moth er , a
kind and gener ous neighbour , she has left
an exam ple worth y the imitation of her
numerous family and of all who knew
her. B. It. D.
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and mild suii-shiue of letters and philo-
sophy, into still nobler fr uits , and gi ven
the pr omise of even a fai rer harvest.

But these , alas ( will never blossom for
us} transp lanted , we believe, and rel igion
is our glorious pled ge, to mor e 'genial skies
and a happ ier clime. Delightful , haw-
ever , as are the anti ci pations of faith , and
animatin g" the hope of a final and indis-
soluble union , yet still it is a sweet and
mourn fu l satisfa ction to remember what
once he was, to recall those mild engag-
ing' manners , that gentl e and benevol ent
sp irit , those pure and pious dispositio ns,
which once charmed and mad e hap py the
wide circle of mourners , who now deplore
his loss 3 it is soothing to have offered
these last dues to a fri endshi p which mow
lives onl y in remembra nce $ .

Acci pe fraterno multtim manant ia fletu ,
A tt iue in per petuum , f rater 7 ave at que

vale — J . J . T .
¦¦¦

Nov. 3, in the 41st year of her age,
Mar y , the el dest daug hte r of Mr. Cannon ,
of CIj Lowbent , Lancashire. Of a delicate
habit of  bod y from childhood , she bore
the sufferin gs , generall y attendant on such
a . constitution , with a deg ree of fortitu de
and patience tr ul y Christian . Durin g* the
last sprin g- and summer , while disease was
evi dentl y haste ning - on her d issolution , and
her sufferin gs, at times , must have been
ver y acute , she neither murmured nor
com plained , but was always plac id , and
res igned to the will  of God . Educate d in
the pr inci ples of Unitarianism , they be came
the choice or* her mat ure r age, and the
foun dations qf  her fait h and hope. Rare ly
was she absent fro m her place of worshi p.
Those* unfavou rable changes of the sea -
sons , and those triflin g bodil y ailments



which too man y think a sufficient excuse
for the neglect of publ ic worsh ip, by her
were disre garded \ and if not entirel y con-
fined to the house by severe indisposit ion ,
she was a constant attendant on the ordi-
nances of reli gion. Her afflicted pare nts ,
while mou rning the loss they have thus
sustained , on the verge of time , have this
Christian consolation remainin g, that they
have followed to the grave that moral worth
and excellence, whi ch, in the great day of
re tribution , will conduce to tbe ir and her
eternal j oy. B. It. D.

Nov. 45 in the 77th year of his age, at
Allingtori) sear Bri dport  ̂ Mr. Andrew
Abbot , a native of Bradfo rd in Dorset -
shire , who always maintained a charac ter
that attracted the respect and attachm ent
of those who knew him. For many year s,
in partnershi p with Mr. Turner , be carried
on the business of a considerable China ,
glass, and Staffo rd shire warehouse , in
Fleet Street , London ; and on the Lo rd 's
day usuall y attended the reli gious services
of the Rev. Mr . Tayler , in Li ttfe Carter
Lane Meetin g House . For some time past
he had retired from business and resided
at Weyinouth , from whence he removed
to this nei ghbourhood (with one of his
dau ghters and another relation who lived
with him) that he might be near to his de-
ceased wife's connexions in Brid poi t , per-
sons endeare d to him also by the ties of
friendshi p. Withi n a few weeks of this last
removal , he was borne to his long" home ,
** the h ouse appoi nted for all livin g*."

From frequent intercourse I had with
Mr. A bbot some years ago, I found that
he was a dili g-ent reader of tlie sacred
Scri ptures , and that when he met with
difficul ties in the perusal of them , whi ch
had not previou sly arre sted his attention ,
he usuall y committed ^ them to writing , for
more mature examination . This judicious
method mav be recommended to those
who wish to understand what they read ,
as calcula ted eventual ly to give satisfac -
tion to the mind , on passages in the re-
cords of divine ' revelation , 'which , at first
view , appear obscure or inconsistent with
others . Reli gious tr uth is of so invaluable
a natu re , as abundantl y to repay the labours
of thos e who , with fervent pra yer to the
Father of ligh ts for h.is graciou s blessing* ,
seek for it as for hidde n treasure .

For some ti me past Mr. Abbot experi -
enced the infir mities which fre quentl y
attend declinin g1 jf ears , and contrib u te to
reconcile persons to that awful change by
death , whi ch is the appointed lot of man .
Two of his precious senses, thos e of
seeing and hearin g-, had been gradual ly
•decay i ng, and a fever , within a few day s
•sifter be was seized with it , terminated his
rbortn l existence. Great as wus the trial
which J iig bodil y infi rm i ties occasioned,
ht bore it with Ch r istian ' equ animity.

havi ng in himself a soured of pleasing
reflections. Hi s mind was stored with a
variety of usefu l knowled ge, of which,
indeed , he never made any ostenta tions
di splay ;  hi s jud gment was sound and dis-
criminating , and his disposition Was placid
and amiable in no common degree.

-As to his reli gious sentiment s, they
were decidedl y Unitarian . I visited him
but two days before his death. He was
aware of his approac hing dissoluti on , and
his mental facult ies were as perf ect as I
ever knew them. On my speakin g to him
of the soothin g consolations , which reli-
gion tends to afford the Chr istian in the
mos t try ing* circumstances , he expressed
his fi rm belief in the truth of Chri stianit y,
the greatest blessing* that coul d tie be-
stowed on man . He said , " I deriv e much
satisfaction frohi the views of it which the
Unitarian doctrin e presents * I «m per-
suaded ," he added , u there is but one
God the Father , the onl y proper object of
religious worshi p, aiid that our blessed
Saviour derived all his powers from him. "
He dwelt with sacred pleasure on the
paternal character of God , as represented
in scri pture , and on his infinite wisdom
and boundless goodness . In his fre e
m ercy , as r eveal ed by Jesus Christ , he
declared , be repo sed unsh aken confidence
for final acceptance . . His gradual ap-
proach to the termination of his mortal
course , with a mind stedfast in the Chris -
tian faith , and cheere d with the hopes of
the gospel, may be likened to a serene
summer 's evening , without a cloud to
obscur e its bri ghtnes s. We are hereb y
reminded of the observation of the Psa lmist
(thou gh from variou s causes there are
some exceptions to this, gener al rule) ,
" Mark the perfect man , and behol d the
upri ght ,/or the end of that man is peace."

Such a death-bed scene, of a pers on ,
whose general life and conduct have been
su itable to his Chr istian pro fession, is
peculiarl y instructive and interes ting.
It sweetl y recom mends a course of piety
and virtue. It furnishe s an add itional
instance of the efficacy of Unitarian pr in-
ciples, when properl y unders tood , an d
their genuine influence have been felt in
the hear t and life, to su pport the mind
under - ' the afflictions to which frail huma-
nity is subjec t, and in those solemn mo-
ments , when nature is sinking with in us,
and the ties which bind us to this morta l
existe nce, are fast dissolving. It dir ect!
our views bey ond the confine s of the grave,
to the second coming of Jesu s Chri st , and
tlie glory and hap p iness which the n awa it
his faithful folfowers .

Wh o is there , if a witn ess to the scene
above -described , that would not be dis-
posed to exj claim , u let me die the death
of the ri ghteous , and let my lat ter end be
like his- ! . T. HOWE .

Bridport y JSov. 13,J 1819~
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DOMESTIC.
Reli gious.

Corresp ondence in the Times News-
p ap er, rela ting to the Unitar ians.
f W e  are urged by many Corres pondents

to register the following* Letters in the
Monthly Repository . To explain them
we pre fjx. the Clergyrna? i>s Letter , tog-ether
wit h the remarks of The Times * Editor ,
whi ch appeared in that Newspaper on
Tuesday tli e 9th instant. The Let ters
were i nserte d on the two following days.
Ed.]

The ClergymaiCs Letter.
To the Editor of the Times.

Sir ,
I was much pleased to find you

talcing an interest in, and g^ing so
good a report of, the proceedings of
the Bible meeting, at the Mansion -
house. There are, however , one or
two obser vations which you make in
relation to those proceedings , in your
journal of yesterday and to-day, re-
specting which , J shall merel y offer
to vour consideration one or two
queries.

1st. Do you not think that the re-
peal of the Act in reference to Soci-
nian s, afforded Mr. Carlile the onl y
show of defence which he made on
his trial ? And was there not— I
appea l to you as a member of the
Chur ch of England —was there not
some tru th in his definin g xa Socinian
to be a Deist in a cloak ? Was there
not, also, some point in his question ,
" Wh ere were your bishops and
Chri stia n advocates when the above-
ment ioned Act was repealed ?"

I may just add , on th is head , that I
wish no sect of reli gionists to be called
to account for their pr inci ples ; but ,
still I think the permitting the Act to
remain as ori ginall y passed , while it
would have been an effectual barrier
to infidelity, would not hav e opera ted
*n any thift g like persecuti on, with
Regar d to the persons aga inst whom
it was levelled . It might have been
suffered to remai n suspende d as a
sword over their heads , not , indeed ,
to be ever employed agains t them ,
bl*t tp shew that the Legislature ,
though it did not punish , at the game
«nhj disapprov ed of thei r tenets.

*%. Does it not strike you, as a

defect in the law of the land, tha t &
blasp hemer , after conviction, may
carry on, and most profitabl y and
shameles sly too, the nefari ous trad e
for which he has been convicted by
a jury ? Where was the wisdom,
then , of repe aling a stat ute, or part of
one, by which , in the case of Eat on,
his whole stock was seized and de-
st royed after his conviction ; and will
it not be wise in Parliament to revive
the said statute , or provide in some
other way for the remed y of such a
grievance ? I am convinced religion
is in no da nger, so far as the en-
lightened and reflecti ng are con-
cerned ; but ought not provision to
be made , both that the Infidel should
not be'suffered to outrage the pu blic
feeling by continuing to sell what his
cou ntry has condemned as blasph e-
mous ; and that the ignor ant and un-
thinking should be defended from
exposure to the seduction and the
plausibility and the imp iety of blas-
phemou s pu blications ?

With regard to the statemen t made
by the clergy man *with whom Mr.
Cunning ham differed, allo w me to
remar k, that the f ormer has been
very recen tly in what are called the
disturbed d istr icts, and gives, as the
result of his observ ations , the some-
what alar ming view of the progress
of infideli ty which his speech exhi-
bited . -Were it not that Bible meet-
ings are not to degenerate into de-
bating clubs, I am confident he could
have pr oduced to the meeting suffi-
cient reasons for what he asserted ;
and I doubt not that he sat isfied Mr.
Cunnin gh am's mind at the close of
the meeting, that his opportunities of
inform ation had been such as to ren-
der considerable regard due to his
opinion. The gent leman in question
is not in the habi t of forming opinions
hastil y, nor publishing them rashl y.

I am, Sir, you r obedien t 1mmbit-
serv ant ,

A CLERGYMA N.
Nov. 6.

Remarks of the Editor of the Times.
We insert a letter from ** A\

Clergyman ," which treat s, of the
late meeting at "the Man aion*housef
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and subjects springing out of it. Our
correspondent asks us several ques-
tions, to which we have before stated
our opinion that the Socinians ought
to reply. Carlile, a mere blasphe-
mer, rping led himself with them, and
claimed, no doubt, the protection of
the^-Act made hi their behal f. But
then ou r correspondent forgets to
mention, that the Chief-Justice de-
clared again and again the utter in-
applicabilit y of the Act to a man in
Carlile's situation . This defendant,
therefore, might, we presume, (if the
Judge is to be considered as the au-
thoritative interpreter of the eggggtajiig
laws,) as well have urged tiie^Kiot
Act, or the Statute of Frauds, in his
defence. Carlile* s merely urging the
Act is no proo f that the Act could,
by a sane understanding, be con-
sidered as sheltering him. But if
Carlile slandered the law, may he
not also be considered as slandering
those ip whose favour it was really
pass€g|jj |§tfhen he said, that a Socinian
*tf wa£; a/Deist in a cloak/ 7 or some-
thing to that effect ? It is obvious at
first sight, that an Act may be so
framed as to allow of the reasonings
of sincere men on the interpretation
of the admitted truth of Scri pture,
which would not tolerate the horrid
blasphemies of Paine and Carlile.

Mn*hA$p land ys Two Letters.
TVtfre Editor of the Times.

Letter I.
Sir ,

As you declare in your paper of
this day, that t he Unitarians ought to
reply to the questions of your cor-
respondent, " A Clergyman ," I
trust you will allow me space for a
short answer. Humble as mv name
is, I shall subscribe it, that you may
know who is responsible for the state-
men ts which I am about to give.

Unitarians, Sir, have been so long
accustomed to hard language from
thei r theological opponents, that no-
thing of this kind can surprise them ;
otherwise, they might wonder at the
readiness of your clerical correspon-
dent to accept Mr. Carlile as an au-
thority against them. The object of
this gentleman in representing Unita-
rians as Deists is obvious ; but as the
learned Chief-Justice would not admit
his doctrine with regard to them to
be law, so neither will any one, not

blinded by bigotry, allow it to bemora l truth. He contended, 1 believe
that the denial of the doctrine of theTrinity is Deism, confounding, pro.
bably, the original with the actual
meaning of the term. According toits etymological sense of a belief in
God, or one God, the Unitarians are
Deists or Theists, and so are all
Christians ; but in its present re-
ceived sense of a helief in God f to the
exclusion of the Divine mission of Jesu s
Christ, the Unitarians are not Deists,
nor has their system any affinit y with
Deism. The charge of Deism " under
a cloak," is a calumny, which they
can answer onl y by appealing to their
lives and characters.

You are aware, Sir, tha t Deism
and Atheism are terms of reproach,
which have, in all ages, been em-
ployed to serve unri ghteous par ty-
purposes. The Pagans accused the
primitive Christians of Atheism ; the
Roman Catholics represented the first
Reformers as disguised Deists ; the
Reformed charged the admira ble Gtfo-
tius with being little better than a
Heathen ; and the Jacobites did not
hesitate to sti gmatise the venerable
and pious Archbishop Tillotson {quern
honoris causa nomino9 semperque no-
minabo) as an atheistic infidel. In
such company, the Unitarians of the
present day feel little au xiet y con-
cerning the- coarse and calumnious
epithets that are heaped upon them ;
thoug h they may be allowed to
lament , that at this late period of
Christian h istory the disci ples of
Christ have learned so imperfect ly
their great Master's divine lesson of
charity.

It will be found upon inquiry, that
the Unitarians have taken , at least,
thei r share of labour in the defence of
** the common salvation." Their mi-
nisters have been always accustomed
to discuss and enforce zealously, from
the pulp it, the evidences of Christia-
nity. The w ork of Socinus that is
best known is his Demonstration of
the Truth of the Cf i ristidh Religion .
This book was translated into English
in 173 1, by Combe, a dignitary ofthe
Church of England, with a recom-
mendatory preface by Bishop Small-
brook, and a dedication to the the n
Queen, Several volumes of Dr. Priest-
*ey\s works are devoted to the sanj e
subject ; and I question whether any
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book be so well adapted to remove
the pr ejudices, and conciliat e the af-
fections of a sceptic of superior intel-
lect as his Letters to a Philos ophical
Unbeliever. And (not to multip ly
auth or ities, thoug h many move names
might be cited ) who is it th at is uni-
versally appe aled to as (by way of
d istinction) the Champ ion of Christia-
nity ? I s it -not Dr. Gardner ? That
saipe Lar dncr who is justl y con-
sider ed as the leader of the modern
English Unitarians , and whose Letter
on the Logos Mr . Charles Butler , of
Lincoln 's-In n, points out , in his *4 His-
toric Accoun t of Confessions," as the
Unit ari an symbol , or confession of
fai th.

Who tha t knows th is but must
smile at the folly of charg ing Unita-
ria n s with Deism ? But there is more
than folly, there is injustice in the
charg e, and injustice that may be
mischievous beyond its immediate
effects upon the pers ons injured. In
the present feverish state of the pub-
lic mind , when the preva lence of
scepticism , even amon gst "the com-
mon peop le, who are swayed mpre
by names than by arguments , is so
generally admitted and so deeply
deplored , can it be desirable to swel l
the list of unbelie vers , by classi ng
under that denomination the nume-
rous bod y of Chris tian s, of all ages,
who have been morfe or less dissatis-
fied with the doctrin e of the Tri nity ?
Woul d Chr istianity lose nothing in
publ ic opinion , if it could be success-
full y maintain ed , that Dr. Lardner ,
Dr. Samu el Clarke , Mr. Locke, and
Sir Isaa c Newton , who were none of
them Trinitar ians , were , on that ac-
count , not real Christians ? Where
are th e men to fill the void that
would be created by this depopu-
lati ng bi gotry ?

Unit aria ns Deists 1 What , then , is
it to be a Chr istian ? Is it essential
to thi s cha racter that a man should
hold " whole and undefiled " the creed
of St. Athana sius ? The tru th is, Sir ,
that (he Unit arian encounters reproach
lor his scr upulous adherence to the
Scri ptur es, and especiall y to t he wordsw his acknowled ged Master , Chri st*
"e will not give his " assent and
consent*' to creeds of human inven-w>» , but confines himsel f "to the con-WfiBion of faith laid down in the Gos-pels and the Acts of the Apostles ;

hen ce he, is reviled as a heretic , and
condemned as an unbeliev er. His
creed is , the Nevsr Testament. He
jud ges, indeed , by the best lights that
bi bl ical learning can supp ly, of the
cor rectn ess of the text or of transla-
tions of th is Sacred Volume ; but he
makes no alterations in it , and he
adop ts none which are not abundan tl y
justified by the most learned authori-
ties in every church ; and if in the
critical question , for instance * of the
genuinene ss of the th ree witnesses '
tex t, <\ Joh n v . 7, $» he should err , he
errs with many divines and scholars
usually reputed sound , and may plead
in bar of 1111 chri stianizing censures
the ar guments and admissions of the
present erudite Bish ops Tomline and
Marsh .

Christianity , Sir , is the religion , hot
of a party, but of the universal church ;
and the rule for determinin g what
constitutes a Christian is, that of quod
semper, quod ab omnibus, quod ubique
credititm. Is it asked, what have all
Christians , in all ages and all places,
believed ? I rep ly, in the words of a
competent and impartial jud ge, Mr.
Butler , before quoted , (L ife of Fene-
lon > p. %359) " All Christian s believe,
1. That there is one God : a. That he
is a being of infinite perfection ; $.
That he direc ts all things by his pro -
vidence : 4. That it is our dut y to love
him with all our hearts , and out
neighbour as ourselves : 5. That it is
our duty to repen t of the sins we
commit : 6. That God pardon s the
trul y peni tent : 7. That there is a fu-
ture state of rewards and punishment s,
when all mankind shall be jud ged
according to thei r work s : 8. That
God sent his Son into the world to
be its Saviour , the autho r of eterna l
salvation to all that obey him : 9,
That he is the true Messia h : 10. That
he worked miracles , suffere d, died ,
and rose again , as is relat ed in the four
Gospels : 11. Tha t he will hereafte r
make a second appearance on the
earth , rai se all mankin d from the dead ,
jud ge the worl d in ri ghteousness , be-
stow eter nal life on the virtu ous, and
punish the work ers of iniquity. 1*

These ar ticles of faith , which " may
be proved by most certai n war rants
of Holy Scr iptu re*" constitute the
creed of the Unitarian ; and it is f or
any imparti al man to say whether ,
believing thus , it be either just to him
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or Serviceable to the interests of Chris-
tianity , that he be denounced and
pro scribe d as an enemy of the Chris ^
tian faith.

There are two or thre e other points
in the Clergym an 's letter and your
rem arks , to which , with you r perm is-
sion, of which your kn ow n liber ality
will not allow me to doubt , 1 shal l
cal l the atten tion of you r reade rs in
anothe r letter; and , in the mean time,
I am, Sir , your humble and obedient
servant

ROBER T ASPL AN .D.
Hackney , Nov. 9-y

actu al ly does) for its repeal. Let him
uot, however, deceive himself. The
restoration of pains and penalt ies
agains t iinpugners of the doctri ne of
the Trin ity would not at all affect the
case of unbelievers. The law , as it now
stan ds, is, we see, sufficien t for their
conviction and punishment ; but if it
were not , wha t possible connexion
could there be between the rep ealed
clauses of the 9th and J Oth Willia m and
Mary, wliich relateonl y to A ntitri nita -
rian s, and the seizure and destinat ion
of the stack of Deistical booksellers ?
Having * on Mr. Carlil e's auth ori ty,
confounded Deists and Unitar ian
Chri stians , your correspond ent seems
to suppose that to harass and terrif y
the latter would awe and silence the
former. Does be not know , then,
t hat the Age of Reason was fi rst pub-
lished when the statu te which be
would recall from oblivion was in full
force ? I appeal , Sir , to his Chris tian
j ustice and cand our , and call upon
him to say , whether the Unitaria ns
have more part or interes t in the cir-
culati on of irreligious books than
himself. He may rest assured that
they feel as much disgust as he at the
daring falsehoods and the ribaldry of
the Age of Reason. From 1heir pens
proceeded some of the earlie st answers
to it: and the Unitari an Society has,
from its institution , made a point of
distribu t ing tra cts in defence of Divine
Revelation ; and by mean s of it, thou -
san ds upon thousands hav e been cir-
cu lated of Dr. Hartle y 's chapters " on
the Evidences of Christi anity ?*' of the
answer to the question , Why are you
a Christian ? by Clarke , art A merican
divine ; and of Bishop taw 's Reflec-
t ions on the Character of Christ *

I wish not , Sir , to be disresp ectful
to your correspon dent , but you must
allow me to expres s my ast onish ment
t hat any Protestant clergyman of the
present day should pro pose to revoke
exp loded p ains and p enalties against
iiis feliow-christians for a difference
of fa ith . If, in bis opinion , they be
erroneous , let him point out their
error , and let him defend the tru th
with all his ability and zeal. As a
Christian , he must believe tha t in fair
argument the ad vantag e is on the
side, not of er ror , but of tru th . If ar -
guments ' cannot preva i l against Unita-
rians , what can > Your cor respondent
is scarcel y of Dr. Soufrh V mind, tltftti
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Lett er II.
To the Editor of the Times.

Sir ,
I than k you for your prompt inser-

tion of my letter of yester day, and
proceed, w ith your indul gence , to
make a few furthe r remarks upon the
Cler gyman 's Lette r.

With the grou nd of Mr. Carhle 's
defence, Unitari ans , as such , have no
concern . His pleading the 53rd of
the King , (the Act for re lieving those
that do not believ e the doctrine of the
Trinity from certain pains and penal-
ties,) no more imp licates them in his
cause, than his appeali ng to the Tole-
ration Act would have identifie d with
himsel f the whpl e bod y of Pr otestant
Dissenters . It is sufficien tl y clear tha t
this statute protec ts the Unitarian
Christ ian in the conscientious avow al
of his opinions and observance of his
worsh ip: whether it have any colla-
tera l operation , it is not for him, but
for courts of law to determine. But
it is very stra nge tha t the Act should
be considered b y eithe r Mr. CarliJ e
or the Clergyman as commixing Deists
?uid Unitarians 5 when the true state
of the case is, that they were con-
founded in the 9th and 10th of Wil-
liam and Mary, but are separated by
Mr . Smith ' s Bill, which t akes Uni-
tarians from under the operation of
t he statute , but leaves all other per-
sons con templated by it in the precis e
condition in which they stood be-
fore .

The Clerg yman seems to be dissa-
tisfied with th e Legislat u re, the Mi-
nister s, and the Bench of Bishops on
account of the Unitarian Protection
Act ; a«d if he thinks it a bad mea-
sure, he has a right to express his
^dissatisfaction , and even to cal l (as he



<c (hey were fitter to be crushed by
the civil mag istrate tha n to be mere ly
confuted :" did I believe him to be
so, I would onl y refer him to the re-
buke of a distinguished mem ber of
his own churc h, Dr. Jo rtin , who says,
in referenc e to South 's ill-na t ure d
ra nt, " Such is the true agonistic
style or intole rant spirit —such the
courag e of a champion who chal-
lenges his adversary , and then cal k
upon the constable to come and help
him !"

Your correspondent , indeed , pr o-
tests against the imputation of perse-
cution \ he would only have " the
sword suspende d over the head s" of
Unitarians ; he would revive the pe-
nal statutes merel y in terro r em* This
explanation is idle. u If these sta-
tutes/' said Mr. Fox, ** are too bad
to tie put in practice , they ought not
to be suffere d to exist. '1 He that
wishes for the ir recovery shews by
that wish that th ey could not be safely
trusted to hi& hands . The Clergyman
will not , I am persuaded , find many
of his own , or of any profession , who
long for the revival of laws which
punish a difference of faith and wor-
ship with civil incapacities , fines, out-
lawr y, imprison ment and death * The
Unitarians , I can assure him, have no
fears with resp ect either to their fel-
low-country men or to the governmen t
of thei r country. They repose se-
curel y upon the law of the land ,
stre ngth ened especiall y as t hat law is
by li beral public opinion , and by the
tolera nt disposition of the illustrious
family now upon the throne of these
realms, to whom they, in common
with all th e Dissenters , have been
always warml y atta ched , and under
whose sway th ey feel that it would
be disloyal to ente rtain a doubt of
their' own safety, while they conti-
nue to conduct them selves as faith -
ful , peaceabje and usefu l' subjects.

The alarm that now prevails with
regar d to the spre ad of Deism, appearsto me somewhat extravagant ; an d I
cannot but applaud your attempt to
qufet the fears of Chri stians - If thei r
Religion be, as I believe it is, divine,
* na& within itself the princi ple 6f
w% and will come out of every con-
\&t more fresh and vigorous. The
faults of unbelief may be necessary ,
•jjwr Divine Provid ence, to brings111611 **> a personal sense ©f reJiaion,

and to separate the pure word of God
from human traditions * This vifcw
was taken of the Deistical contro l
versy , which beg afi with the Frenc h
Revolution , bv the most able and
successfu l apolog ist of Christianity
which that eventful period pro duc ed t
I refe r to Bishop Watso n, who thus
expresse d himself in an episcopal
charge—" The time, I think , in ap-
proaching, or is alread y come, when
Christianity wil l und ergo a more se-
vere investi gation than it. has ever
yet done. My expectation as to the
issue is— that Catholic countries will
become Protestant , and that Protes tant
countr ies will admit a furthe r refo r~
mat ion.'-

Noth ing, in my humbl e jud gment ,
can give even a momentar y trium ph
to infid elity, unless it be the angry
zeal of Chri stians in pros ecuting its
advocates , and placing them on the
v antage ground of suffering for their
principles . This is, I am aware * an
unpopular sentiment ; but 1 trust I
may be permitted to say with the
immortal Chilliiigwovth , •« I have
learned from the ancient fathers tff
the churc h, that nothing 1 is more
against reli gion th an to force reli-
gion." With what truth and elo-
quence , and w ith wha t aft evangel ical
spi rit , is this doctrine illustrat ed aB<l
enforced by Bishop Lowt hj in liis eefe-
brated Visitation Sermon . Suffer me
to make one quotation from it , peculi-
arl y adapted to these times :—

ct Christianity itself was publish ed to
the world in the most enli ghtened age ; it
invited and challenged the examination
of the ablest j udges, and stood the test
of the severest scrutiny : the more it is
brought to the figHht, to the greater advan-
tage will it appear. When , on the other
Laud , the dark ages of barbarism catne on,
as every ait and science was almo&t ex-
ti nguished, so was Christianity in propor-
tion oppressed and overwhelmed by error
and superstition : and th ey that pretended
to defend it from the assaults of its ene-
mies, by prohibiting examination and free
inquiry, took the surest method of cutting*
onTal l hopes of its recovery . A gain , Wltafei
letters revived and reason regained her
liberty ̂  

wiien a. sp i rit of inquiry begmn to
prevail, and was kept up and promoted
by a h*f>py in vention , by which the com-
m unication of know ledge was wonder-
fully facilitated, Christianity immediately
emerged out of da rk ness, and vvas in a
manner republished to the world in its
native siimlioity. It fcath aiway * flou-
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fished or decayed together with learnin g1
and liberty : it will ever stand or fai l with
them . It is, there fore, of the utmost im-
portance to the cause of true religion, th at
it be submitted to an open and impartial
examination ; that every disquisi tion con-
cerning 1 it lie allowed its free course ; that
even the malice of its enemies shoul d have
its full scope , and try its utmost strength
of ar gument against it. Let no man be
alarmed at the attempts of Atheist s or
Infidels : let them pr oduce their cause :
let them bri ng1 forth their strong reasons ,
to their own confusion : afford them not
the advantag e of restraint—the onl y ad-
vantage which their cause admi ts of: let
them not boast the false credit of suppo sed
ar guments and prete nded demonstrations
which they are forced to supp ress. What
has been the consequence of all that licen-
tious contradic tion with which the gospel
hath been received in these our times and
in this nati on ? Hath it not given birth
to such irrefragable apolog ies and con-
vincing* illustrations of our most holy rel i-
gion, as no other age or nation ever pr o-
duced ? What in particular hath been the
effect of unrestrained opposition in a \ery
recent instan ce, prepar ed with much labour
and study , and supported with all the ar t
and eloquence of a late celebrated geni us ? *
Ha th not the very weakness and impotence
06 the assault given the most signal and
decisive victo ry to the cause of truth ?
And do not the arm s of this mighty cham -
pion of infidelity stand as a tro phy erecte d
bj himself to display and to perpetuate the
trium ph ?**

In conclusion , Sir , I beg leave to
explai n, that I have denominated the
community of Christia ns amongst
whom I have th e pleasure to ra nk—
not " Socinians ," but Unitarians ; and
f or  this ob vious reason—t hat we are
not the disciples of Socinus : we nei-
ther adop t his entire creed, nor ob-
serve his wor sh ip; and we hope that
we are not tinctured with his spirit ,
for it cannot be concealed that he was
a persecu tor * This is a matter of
comparativel y little importance ; but
it is sure ly no more than justice, not
to mention candour , to allow a sect
to choose thei r own denominatio n,
pro vided that it does not reflect upon '
thei r fellow-christi ans.

With man y thanks for your indul - t
gence, I am, Sir , your obli ged and 1
obedient servant , <

ROBERT ASPL AND. ]
Hac kney % Nov. 1O. 1
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* Lord Bolingbroke . *

Manchester College, York *The Thi rty -third Annual Meeting ofTrustees of Manch ester College, Vork
was held in Cross-stree t Chape l Rooms*
Manchester , on Friday , August 6, 181D*
Jose ph Strutt , Esq. , of Der by, Presiden tof tbe College, in the Chair.

The proceed ings of the Committ ee since
the last annual meeting wer e read , ap-
proved of, and coofirm ed .

The Tre asure r's accounts for the year
were produced , dul y audited by Mr. Sa-
muel Kay and Mr. James Darbishi re , jim. ,and were allowed .

The thanks of the meetin g wer e una-
nimousl y voted to the Presid ent , Vice-
presidents , Visitors , Tr easu rer, Deputy -
Treasur ers , Secretaries , Committ ee and
Auditors , for their services. The follow-
ing officers were elected for the year ensu-
ing1 : Jose ph Strutt , Esq. , of Derb y, Pr e-
sident: James Touchet , Esq. , of Broom
House , near Manchester , Peter Ma rti neau ,
Esq. , of St. AI ban s, Daniel Gaskell , Esq.,
of Lu psett , near Wakefield , and Abr aham
Croin pto ii, E*q., of Lune Villa , near Lan -
caster , Vice-presidents 5 Rev. William
Turner , of Newcastle -on-Tyne, Visitor 5
Rev. Jose ph H utton , B. A ., of Leeds,
Deputy Visito r ; Mr . George Willia m
Wood , of Pl att , near Manchester , Tre a-
surer ; Thomas Robinson , Esq., of Ma n-
cheste r , Chairman of the ,Committ ee ; Mr.
Thomas Henr y Robinson , of Manchest er ,
and the Rev . J. G. Robberds , of Manches -
ter , Secretaries ; Mr. Sarrmel Kay and Mr.
Jose ph Mason , A uditors .

The Committ ee of last year was re-
elected , with the exception of Samuel
Jones , Esq ., deceased , Wm. Winstanley,
M. D., the Rev . Wil liam Je vons , and B.
H. Bri ght , Esq. , who have removed from
Manch ester , and Thomas Potter , Esq.
These gentleme n are succeeded hy Mr ,
John Touehet , Mr. James Pot ter, Mr.
Jam es M'Connel , Mr . Robert H. Greg ,
and Mr. Samuel Alcock , of Manch ester .

The names of Alfred Estlin , Esq ., of
Bristol , and Thomas Jevons , Esq. , of Li-
ver pool , w^re added to the lists of Deputy
Treas u rers ; the former , as the successor
of Thomas Rankin , Esq. , resi gned ; the
latter , as the colleague of J ohn Ashto n
Yates , Esq.

There we re fourteen divini ty stud ents
in the College during the last session , all
on the foundati on. Of these Mr. Ja mes
Tayler , Mr . Charles Wallace , Mr . Bur to n,
and Mi\ William Woi sley, have completed
their cou rse , and have ent e red upon the
duti es of the ir profession, as Pr otestan t
Dissentin g- Ministers . Two othe rs have
been obli ged by ill health to discont inue
thei r stud ies. The new adm issions for the
ensuin g session are only two, in ' conse-
quence of which there will next year be
some vacancies on the founda tion,} app "-
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ations for which, accompanied with the
rpouisite testimonials* it is requested may
Le sent, before the first of May 1820, to
the care of the Secretaries.

F or the firs t time since the removal of
the College to York , which took place in
1803, the Trustees are deprived of  the
gratification of making thei r usual com-
munication of progressive annual increase
in the vmouii t of the subscriptions. The
subscri ptions d iscontinued last year amount
to £33 -1*. 6cL whilst the new ones re-
ceived, are onl y £26 14*. 6d. I t  is hoped
that the liberality of the friends to the
Institution , will , in the course of the en-
suing* year, more than make good this
smal l deficiency. .

The Trustees have as usual been ena-
bled to make an addition to the Permanent
Fund , by vesting* therein the benefactions
of the year, which have amou n ted to £296
2s. In making' a small annual  addition
to that fund, they believe they are ful-
filling; the wishes of the great majori ty of
the friends to thft College, and the rule
they have adopted , as far as circumstances
would permit, of investing" in it the whole
of the benefactions, they believe to be the
one most general ly approved of. To
some, it may appea r, that this increasing
accumulation of permanent property, is
unnecessary ; but it should be borne in
mind that the princi pal part of the pro-
perty of the Trustees, consists of buildings,
which are gradually becoming of less
val ue, and that, at all events, some accu-
mulation is n ecessary, to replace th is pro-
gress i ve depreciation. In making their
annual estimate of the value of this pro-
perty, in  the printed reports, the rule
adopted by the Trustees has been to make
a sin all regular reduction every year, and
they hope that they shal l always be ena-
Wed, annuall y, to add to the Permanent
Fund , a Sinn at least equal to the amount
of th is reduction.

The total receipts of the year, including
the usual exhibitions received for founda-
tion students from different public trusts,
th rough the continued kindness of thei r
respective Trustees, have been £1952 4s.
9c?. The payments, including the invest-
ment in the Permauent Fund, amount to
£1824 8s. 6d. The balance remaining in
the " Treasure r's hands, will be scarcely
sufficient to defray the expense of some
alterations rendered' necessary for the ac-
commodation of the Rev. William Tu rner,Junior , Mathematical Tutor, who will,m the ensuing session, reside in the Coi-
Jege with his family, and take charge ofthe common* and the enti re domestic con-
sul of the establishment. It is hopedthat this arrangement will bo of importan t
wva»tag« to the Institution, and contri-wte materially to the pomforts of the
*W4etn*; fc^t it is necessary to be stated,

that it will entail on the Trustees an in-
creased annual expense, which will ha ye
to be provided for.

It appearing from the minutes of the
Committee, as read to the meeting, that
a communication had been made to them,
of the bequest of " a legacy of five thou-
sand pounds ' to some of the princi pal
officers of the College, by the late Samuel
Jones, Esq ., of Green Hill , near Manches-
ter, in trust, the annual inte rest thereof to
be appropriated to the augmentation of
t]ie salaries of Protestant Dissenting Mi-
nisters, giving a preference to such as
have been educated in Manchester College,
York :—"

It was unanimously resolved, <c that
this meeting doth acknowledge, and is de-
sirous to record its gratefu l sense of the
distinguished honour conferred upon this
Institution , by the late Mr. Jones, in se-
lecting the officers of the College, as
instrumental in the application of so mu-
nificent a donation , and in appointing the
ministers ed ucated in this Institution , as
the more immediate objects of his benevo-
lence."

-A letter was read at the meeting f i 'om
W, B. Kennaway, Esq., of Exeter, to the
Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, dated Bristol,
July 23, 181% announcing that " the late
Rev. Joseph Bretland, of Exeter, had
bequeathed to the Trustees of the Col lege,
all such printed books as the Rev. John
Kenrick and the Rev. Charles Wellbeloved
may choose from his libra ry, excepti ng
such only as he bad already bequeathed,"
Whereupon it was unanimously resol ved,
" that the thanks of this meeting be given
to Mr. Kennaway for his polite communi-
cation, and that he be informed, that tbe
Trustees will have great pleasure in plac-
ing the books bequeathed to the Institution,
by their late respected friend the Rev.
Joseph Bretland, of Exeter, in the College
Library .''

At the close of the business the thanks
of the Trustees were voted to the President,
for his kindness in visiting Manchester,
purposely to attend their meeting ; and
about fifty gentlemen afterward s dined
together at the Bridgewater Arms, to cele-
brate tbe Th irty-third Anniversary of the
College, when Joseph Strutt, Esq., Presi-
dent, presided, and the evening was Spent
with much cheerfu l enjoyment to all who
were present.

THOM AS KL ROBINSON,
J. G. ROBBERDS,

Secretaries.
Manchester  ̂ Sept. 25, 1819.

Miscellaneous.
At the A nnual Commencement held in

Bra wn Un ivervity> Providenc e, Rhod e
Island ^ in the United States of America,
on the 1st of September, the degree of
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LL.D. was conferred ' on the Rev . John
2£vans , of Islington , nea r London , de-
scribed in the report as (C the Author af
the Sketch of various Christian Denomi-
nations , and other instructive W or ks ."
7'his University - is in a flourishing* condi-
t ion , the number of students exceedin g-
120. We ohserv e with pleasure the fol-
lowing descri ption of the officers :

The Right Rev . Alexander V\ Okis-
wold , D. D. Bishop of the Ep iscopal
Church in that State and Massachusetts , is
the Chancellor.

The Rev. Asa Messer , D. D. and LL.D .
a Bap t is t Clergyman , is the President.

The Rev. Calvin Park , D . D . a Con-
g regational Divine , is the Professo r of
Lan guages , Moral Philo sophy and Meta -
physics.

The Rev. Jas per Adams , A.M.  of the
Ep iscopal Church , Professor of Math ema-
tics, Natural Philoso phy and Astronomy.

they des ired to see King*, Lord s and Commons . T^ey ^were as unw illing that thfeCommon s should he excluded , as that theKing - shoul d be excluded .—The tendency
and sp iri t , of the Christian reli gion were tospread general liberty thr oughout thecivilized world ; there was no gro un d forsuppo sing- that th e peop le were insensible;
to its influenc e ; no groun d for those un-qualified accusations which al mos t seemed
to describe that house as the onl y part of
the countr y th at was uncon tami nate d But
even if that wer e the case, it might requir e
consider ation to decide upon the most
effectual remed y. Was it possible to re-
fute op inions, or convin ce men of their
er rors , by physical punishm ents ? Actions,and not opinions , were the proper objects
of legislation/' —
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The Parliament *
The two Houses have been cal led toge-

ther. The Speech fro m the Throne is of
the most gloomy and th reatening kind. It
dwells upon the prevalence of irreli gion
mud blas phemy, and this complaint has
been echoed in the speeches of many of the
Lord s and Common ers  ̂ On this topic,
Sir FKAwnis Bubdktt made some remarks
in the second day s debate in the Hous e of
Commons , which we thi nk deserving of
public att ention , and therefore copy:—
" It was remarkable that it had become a
prevailin g fashion amon gst many, to mix
up reform and irrel igion as two thin gs
necessaril y connected. Some persons ap-
peared to consider them , like Church and
State , inseparable ; but , for his own part ,
he could not imagi ne how (he destructio n
of Ch ristianity should be favourabl e to the
cause of reform . The resu lt would , as
he apprehended , be entirel y the reverse .
In point of fact , the same opinion was
entertained in the time of Charles II. ,
when it was the policy of the Cou rt to
favour every species of irreli gion , with a
view of extin g uishing all zeal for a free
government . Chri stianity was felt to be
a rel ig ion of libert y ; it taug ht a doctri ne
abhorred by many , the natural equali ty of
mankind. But it likewise inculcate d jus -
tice , it recomra eackfl charity , and forbad
the imputation of evil motives to other s,
without sufficient ground . It was scarcel y
consistent with its sp iri t to th row out
charges of di saffection and disloyalty
against all wh6 were not loyal par excel-
lence, which he understood to mean sup-
por ters of his Majesty "*s ministers . His
own convictk m was, tha t the people
thro ughout tfe« country were tfri ctly, foytti ,
and first ly attache * to the cootstitoftktfe.
But *!*«» they wfenteri that constriction :

Sentence on Carlile.
A motion was made by R. Carxile , on

the 11th inst. for a new trial , on the ground
that there was no law app licable to the
char ge of blasphemy, that the Court was
twice adjou rned and the j ury separated.
that one of the jury on the list had died a
year befor e his nomination , and that ano-
ther was not summon ed, that he was pi e^
vented fro m makin g- the defence whieb he
conceived to be necessary , that the Chief -
Justi ce addressed observations to the jury
which were ext ra -judicial , and that the
53rd of the King (the Trinity Bill) pro-
tect ed him. These grounds were over-
rule d , and the motion refused . The de-
fendant inti mated that he should appeal
to a higher court , meanin g the House t>f
Lord s. The jud ges made several remar ks
Upo n the Trini ty Bill. Mr . Justice Best
stat ed the object of the Leg islature , in
passing it , thus : u Ther e are sects of m«n
who believe Jesus Ch rist to be the Son of
G#d , but who do not believe par ts qf the
Scr ip t ures ; and therefore this sta tute was
passed to brin g- them within the scope of
tbe Toleratio n Act. 7 ' This , if corr ec t ly
reporte d , is sure ly an inaccurate statem ent.
The Act is desi gned to prote ct cer ta in
Chr istians , not in rej ectin g* " par ts of tbe
Scri ptures / ' but in pu tting an interp re-
tatio n upon them contrary to the doctr ine
of the Trinity .

Prev iousl y to thi s, Mr. G okite* had
moved for a criminal informa tion agai nst
Carlil e and his wif e, for pub lishing- a
re port of his trial (called in the pw»t>-
cation his " Mock-Trial" ) m two-p eeny
num bers , containin g' th« whole of u * lie
A ge of R eason " which hetittd read th rough.
in bis fiefenee. The Cour t ref»«*d th« ap|>*i-
caticKn with l eg-atd to € i*Hile hu m&Uf te
h«iftgf a pr isoner , a Ad therefor*, it «*f£**
be frres acaed , ignorant oî  wf o&t wa* P ĵ"
ing «t bis own hotise, hut g **nt*& it wii»
*eg*fd to the wtfe . On tfce 144b,H*»^



c BXllB app eared in Court , to sfcevr cause
jj iat tDe ru le. S^e excited the sym-

thy of tne Cou rt , on account of her
rituat ion, bei ng- faf advanced in preg -
nancy. She wis unab le to plead , but put
a p ape r into court wbich was read by an
officer* This objected that her name was
not ment ioned specifically, and that th e
Tr ial was a fai r and impa rtial account of
the proceeding' s. But it was ruled that
the inform atio n had heen sufficientl y served
upon her , and that it was illegal to publ ish
any report of a trial wbicb contained any
th ing defamato ry or indecent. The rule ,
the refore , was made absol ute , but Mr.
Jus tice Best expressed his opinion that
the prosecution was not broug ht forward
from vindict ive motives , and th fit sub-
miss ion would be available.

On the 16tb , R. Caj rlile was brou ght
up for ju dgment . Mr. Denman now ap-
pear ed for him , and pleaded , in arrest of
judg men t, that the 9 and 10 oi William
and Ma ry set aside the Common Law on
the subj ect of blasphemy, and that the
defendant ought to have been tried on that
statute , and tien, in case*f conviction , he
would have been subjec t only to the pe-
nalti es therei n enacted . The Court , how-
ev er , laid down the rule , that no mis-
demeanour at Common Law could be
repealed , except by the clear intention and
express word s of the Legislature ^ The
defendant now spoke, not , as he said , in
order to miti gate punishment , but to shew
that no punishment at all should be in-
flicted upon him. He was severa l times
int erru pted by the Court. The pur port of
his obse r vati ons was, that opinions are not
pro per objects of prosecution ; that opi-
n ions , now held to be true , had heen for-
merl y punished ; that intention constituted
cri me, and th at his own motives were pure
and honest ; tha t his prosecution was a
scam upon the tri bunals of the country ,
W that it had excited free discussion , and
that good effects? would result. The At -
torne y-General and Mr. Gurne y then
addr essed th e Court , callin g for a sevew*
ju dgment upon the defendant. This must
tur el y have been an irksom e task for them ,
educated as they both were , and ihe latterat least remaining*, amon gst Pro testantdissenters , by the most enlightened ofwhom such prosecutions as these navet»ow for a centur y been regarded with
suspicion and dislike. Their legal dutyboun d them, we suppose, to seek to ag-gravate the cr ime of the defendant by theusual common-places of forensic oratory .
c°)l a ? ieckoned S an <* there fore they
and " I  ̂ lhC name °f the #psPel of Peace
8m e> for a heavy sentence of impri -«nment and fine upon the convicted un-jucver. M v ,  Ju stice BATI.BY deh vered t>e
and tECe' -after an a<1dress wp°" the crime
The v? ,mi8clliev<>«s effects of blas phemy.»eatence was, for the first offence, the

publication of cc The Age of Reason ," a
Fine to the King of One Thousan d
Po unds , and Imprisonment for Two
Y^ars in Dorchester Gaol : for the second
offence, the publication of '* Pal mer 's
Pr inciples of . Nature ," a fu rther Finb of
Five Hundred Pou nds, and a furt her
Imprisonment in the same gaol for One
Year : the defendant to be imprisoned
until the Fi nes are paid, and until he gives
security , himself in the sum of £1000, and
two others in the sum of £100 each, for bis
peace and g-ood behavio ur durin g1 the term
of his natura l life.

" Tuesday ," (say ihe newspapers) " im-
mediatel y a fte r sentence was pronounc ed
on Mr , Carlile , a writ of levarij acias was
issued to take possession of such of tbe
de fendant 's pro perty as could be found
upon his p remises in Fleet Street . In ait
hour afterw a rd s property to the amount ,
as 4s supposed, of £6o6, was taken, in
part satisfaction of the fines imposed on
the defendant *, and Wednesda y mo ruin g
the Temple of Deism was completely
ekisecL Cr owds, however, at times col-
lected round the door. Somebody had
placarded a printed paper , with - an ob-
noxious inscri ption , in tearing down
which placard the beadles were much
interru pted and hooted by the popul ace.**

Since this was vr ritte n, Mrs . Cakliie
has appeared again in Court , and it ap-
pears that the information against her will
he tried , thoug h tbe trial is put off to nex t
term .
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Sentence on Russell , the Parodist.
At the last Warwickshire Assizes,

Jose ph Russell was found guilty of
publishin g* an alleged blasp hemous Pa -
rod y on the Litur gy of tbe Church of
Eng land ; one of those , on wbicb Wil-
lia m Ho ne had heen trie d and acquitted
in . London * The jury , howeve r , recam -
mended the defendan t to mercy. He wa«
bro ug-lit up for j ud gment on the 17tb
instant . He put in several pleas  ̂ in ex-
tenuat ion, not om i tting* Hone ys ver dicts
nor the recommendation of his jur y . But
an affidavit was put in on the part of the
prosecution , sta t ing*, t liat soaci afte r his
trial the defendan t had republished t\t e
Parod y with a g*ross and libellous ded i-
cation. Jn answer to this llie defeadanj
dwelt upon a paragrap h in the republica n
tior > , in which be asserted Chris t ian prin -
ci p les, and insisted that he had re pu blished
Opl y  the political part of  the pa rodies .
He urged also the perp lexity into which
this long-del ayed "pr osecution had th row n
h ifla , bis embarrassmen ts , and the povert y
and w retchediiess of his famil y. The
Court declared that the recommendation
of tbe jury had bee n considere d , that there
was every disposition to shew leniency ,
and that to liis republics*ion of tbe par ody
the defendan t owed whate ver lie should



suffer. The sentence was, imprisonment
in Warwick Gaol f or  six months  ̂ and
security for the peace f or  three years ,
himself in the sum of Two Hundre d
Pound s, and two other s iu the sum of
Teii Pounds each : to rema in in pri son
unti l such security be gi ven. Russell left
the Court , exclaimin g* that he was im-
prisoned for life .

It is to be reg retted , that after the ac-
quittal s of Hone the prosecution should
have been per severed in. Amidst such
contrar y verdicts , what a£e the common
peop le to think of the law of the land ?

I f  par odies of Scripture , as well as of
the Liturgy , be blasp hemous , even-handed
j ustice requires that poor par odists alone
should not be punished . The grossest
parod y of modern times is one upon the
Ten Commandments in Lo rd Byron 's Don
Jua n, published and republished within a
few months , by Murray , of Albemar le
Street , the publi sher of the Quar ter ly
Review, and of other " orthodox " and
i€ loyal" works . In truth , the offence is
not tu rning 1 the Scri ptures into ridicule ,
but makin g1 ministers of state ridiculous.

Amusin g Passa ges from: c< th e Anti -
J acobin Review ."—Fe w of our readers
probably are app rized that this work is
continued ; by the hel p of the <c No
Popery *"* party it has bee n saved from abso-
lute perdit ion , and just contrives to appear

——*mm—~
Communications have been received from Messrs . T. F. Barbara 5 O. Harri s ;

W. Park inson ; J. Clark ; and J. James ; and from Brevj s ; T. D".; R- F« ;  J . C.$
J. F. ; Z. Z. ; J . B. ; Selrahc ; Seek-Truih ; and An Unitarian of the Old School.

in our nex t Number , the last of the Volume , we hope to brin g" up our arre ars of
Review. Such Communications wil l be selected for that Number as relate to f orego ing
Numbers in the Volume , with the ex ception of a few of tem porary inter est. The
others on hand , upon more general topics, must li e over to Volume F ifteen . As tl»e
ensuin g- Number \f i\\ contain the In dexes, which we make pre t ty cop ious , and which
we are desirous of renderin g' as accu rate as possible , we shall be obli ged to p rin t
the M iscel laneous part very earl y in the Month , and , there fore , Corres ponden ts who
have Communications to send to the present Volume , are requested to forw ard th em
immediatel y.

We are obl iged to postpone man y A rticles of Intelli gence , an d' some on Fore ign
affa i rs , which we were very anxio us to insert .

monthl y in the shape of (its second tit le) a
" Protestan t Advocate ." The two following
passages ought to be recorded : any com-
ment would spoil the effect of the m. -Of the
Unitar ians, the Anti -Jacobin of the pr e-
sent month says, pp . 109, 110, " It is now
ivell known tha t they p rofess Deism com-
p letely .  To keep up appearan ces, they
pr etend a regard for the Scri ptures , but
fir st so altered and rem odelled , that they
just say any thing - the edito r pleases to
make them. A criti cal scholar will at
once perceive that , in these alteratio ns ,
the onl y rule is, to blot out as interpola ted ,
or explain away as misunderstood , every
passag e which relate s to the peculiar doc-
trines of Christianity ."—A gai n , in refe^
rence to Carlilb 's convictions > p. I92 >—
" Carli le, indeed , gave himself no chan ce,
and i rri tate d agains t him even his quon -
dam f riends, who call themselves Ration al
Christians . He bhintl y declared , that
thev were in fact no Ch ristians at all.
We sincerel y wish that they would medi-
tate on this point with mote care. All
parties join ia assurin g them that they
have no title to the denomination of
Chris t ians , that it is a misnom er. So ge-
nera l a consent " [that of Mr. Car lile and
the Anti -Jacobin Review, and probabl y the
successor of Wm. Hunting do n] ** cannot
be without some founda tion, and it is pro-
bab ly but too well-founded."

716 Correspo ndence.—Errata .

Page 600, in the date , for " Eversham ," rea d E vesham.
Page 601, col . 1, line 13, for " Me reel ,'9 rea d MerreL
Page 601, col . 1, line 21, for " Emons,M rea d E mans.
Page 632, col . I n line 24 from the botto m, befo re « for given ," Insert f re ely.
Pag-e 632, col. 1, line 22 fro m the botto m , dele the word " freel y.'*'
Page 633, col. 1, line 20 fro m the top, for " recei ve," read revive.
Page 633, col. 2, line 22 fro m the top, for " zon," rea d 'j otz .
-Page 651, col. 2, line 5 from bottom , for " Sept .'* rea d October.
Page 652, col . 1, line 4, " Gavel/ ' read Gravel.
Page 652, line 2, Corresponde nce ,, for " Taylor ," read Tayler .
Page 682, col . 2, after the text, [To be concluded in the nex t Number ,] ***

accidentall y omitted in some copies.
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