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['T does not occur to my recollectnon
ever to ‘have seen in print any

memorial of the above gentleman, be-
yond a brief note in the Life of Mr.

Danlel Neal, prefixed to Dr. Toul-
min’s edition of the ¢ History of the
Puritans,” a work, at present, in but
few hands. Unfortunate]y, it is not
in my power to supply this deﬁuency
to any material extent; but as Mr.
Tomkins was one of the earliest of
the Dissenting mniinisters in the last
century, who opposed the commonly- |
received notions respecting the doe-
trine of the Trmlty, and made a noble
stand against the lmposmon of un-
scriptural tests, even to thie loss of his
station as the pastor of a partlcular
congregation, it may not bé improper
to embalm his name in the “ onthly
Repository,” although'it be only bya
few hints, which, perha s, some of
your readers may beeable to render
more perfect. -

Mr. Tomkins wa:s bom some’ 'time
towards the latter end of the reign of
King Charles Il., but at what place
the writer of this is not informed: He
was a colitemporary ‘with,’ dnd of the
same standing as Neal aﬂd Liardier,
with both of whom, in early life, he
confracted an intimate .acquaintance.
After ursuing a. preparatory course
of studies in his own countiy, Mr.
Tomkins removed, in 1699, to the
University of Utrecht, then one of thé
most celebratéd in Europe. He was
accompanied thither by Mr. Lardner’; ;
and there they found Mr Neal, who
was somewhat theéir semier in age.
The Professors of the University at
that timi€ were Graevms, D’ Uries and
Burman, names of no ‘small celebrity
in the leained world. Under thege
accomphshed tutors, our thiree stu-
ents made a sduitable proﬂclency,
and after' sp&nding a sliort time at
Leyden. returned to fheir own coun-
try in 1703, bringing back with them
proper testimonials to their learning
and aeconiplishments.

THE thiree  friends all settled in

London or the nexghbourhood Mr.
Vor.. xzv. 4x

' secutlon,

n due aeason.

Tomkins, after preaching some tlme
octasionally,” was choseh pastor of a
respectable congreoatxon at Stoke-
Newmgton, in the county of Middle-
sex, in succession to the Rev. Joseph
Cawthorn, who had been ejected in
166e, at Stamford in Lincolnshire,
and died at Stoke-Newmgton, March
0, 1707, having been several years
minister 'of that society. Amongst
the: members of this religious com-
munity, werethe families of the Fleét-
woods and. the Hartopps, both well
known in the annals of pur country.
These, with- a few éther excelient |
persots, hrad been the support of the
interest durin ‘the Tate season of ‘per-
and ‘had suffered in, their
fortunés by fines a'rbltrarnly levied
upon thevqongregatron, for the crime

of aseer bhng eaceably t0 worshlp

God agreéably to the dnctates of their
consenences. |

For the space of ten years ‘that Mr.
Toiiikins ‘sustained the ‘pastoral rela-
tion ‘to this society, lie had.the satis-

faction ' of enjoying the esteém of his
*people.

‘They highly. valued ‘his la-
‘boturs in the ul it, where, asa bkﬂful
niinjster, he l‘l htl .divided the’ word
of truth, dealmg o each his portlon
His behaviour out of
the’ pulplt was also truly’ exemplary,

'S0 as' to’ command umversal respect,

and he had before him a prospect of

much’ comfort and usefulness for mang«

vears. But the fairest hOpes may be
suddehl b]asted by ‘one . of those |
events over which'’ the mind ‘and will
of the individual possess no controul.
An occasional’ mterchange of labours
with another minister produced a
flame in ‘the congregatnon at Stoke-
Newmglon, which could .only be
extinguished by rending asunder the
connexion which’ subsisted between
Myr. Tomkins and his peop]e. The

occasion of it whs this:

Mr. Tomkins had been in the habnt
Smnehmes of excbangmg pu]plts with
My, John Asty, mmister of an Inde-
pendent congregation ' in' Rope-Ma-
ker's Alley; near Moorfields.” -Upon
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one of those occasions of friendly in-
tercourse, which took place June 29,
1718, Mr. Asty thought fit, in his
sermon at Newington, to alarm the
people with the danger of pernicious
errors and damnable heresies creeping
in amongst the Dissenters, and par-
ticularly “referred to errors respecting
‘the doctrine of Christ’s deity, Itis
but justice to this gentleman to ob-
serve that Mr. Tomkins exonerates
him from any personal allusions to
himself in this discourse. <[ must
do Mr. Asty this justice,” (says he,)
“ to anuamt others, that he assured
me he had no particular view to me,
or suspicion of me, when he brought
‘down that sermon among others to
Newington. As he had an appre-
hension of the danger of these errors,
and of the spreading of them at this
‘time, he thought it might be seasona-
‘ble to preach such a sermon any
‘where.” It appears that upon being
pressed further, Mr. Asty could not
deny that he had some mtlmatlon of a
suspicion of Mr. Tomkins before he
preached his sermon.

" In order to counteract what he
considered the mischievous tendency
of Mr. Asty's discourse, Mr. Tom-

kins preached to his people the next

Lord’s-day from John xx. 21—23,
on the Power of Christ to settle the
Terms of Salvation. In this discourse
he gave his reasons at large, why he
did not apprehend the orthodox no-
tion concerning the deity of Christ
to be a fandamental doctrine of Chris-
tianity. - *¢ As | was verily persuaded
in my own mind,” (says he,) ¢ that
a person might dissent from the
.commonly-reccived notions in that
point .of Christian doctrine, and yet
not be guilty of damnable heresy;
and could not but look upon it as a
matter of great importance to the
peace of Christians, that they do not
take upon them to pass censure upon
those who differ from them, any fur-
ther than they
from the word of God; I did think
it incumbent uwpon me to warn our

people: agamst being too forward in
their ceusures.’

This sermon, as may be supposed
made a great noise, and procured no
little oblogquy to the preacher. 1t

was then a novel thing for a Pissent-
‘ing minister to avow Anti-trinitarian
- opinions from the pulpit; or which

cion of heresy.

~immediately to withdraw.

have plain warrant
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is much the same thing, teo mamtam
that the belief of the delty of Churist, -

and his equality with the Father, is
not necessary to salvation. For, al.
though Emlyn, a learned Dissenter,

.had advocated the Arian hypothesis

a few years before, at Dublin, and
Clarke and Whiston had revived the
controversy inthe Church of England,
yet the English Dissenters had been
hitherto pretty free from the suspi-
At this time, how-.
ever, a complete revolution took place
in the studies and opinions of theolo-
gians; to which the writings of Locke,
Clarke and Berkeley, probably very
much contributed. The leading di-
vines about London, who, at “this
time or soon afterwards, contributed

to introduce a more liberal system of

theology, combined with juster views
of the nature of the Supreme Being,
were, besides Mr. Tomkins, Lardner,
‘Hunt, Gale, Foster, Chandler, Low-
man, Burroughs and Simon Browne.
None of these, probably, were very
popular as preachers; it was only

amongst the studious, thererore, that
their system made its way. *

The uneasiness created in the con-
gregation at Stoke-Newington by the
above sermon of Mr. Tomkins, was
much greater than, at this time of
day, -can be well imagined. Even
those friends with whom he had been
upon terms of greatest intimacy were
offended at him, and advised him
For the
puarpose of vindicating himself, and
clearing the preceding discourse from
the misapprehensions that had arisen
upon it, he delivered. another sermon
on the following Sunday; but, upon
that occasion, some thought that he

made the matter worse than before.

The discontent having become gene-
ral, Mr. Tomkins was again urged
by one of his friends to retire ; which
he agreed to do, provided the con-
gregation would give him a certificate
of the cause of their dissatisfaction..
This, however, was refused ; but the
society transmitted him a message to
this effect: ¢¢ That, whereas many
had been offended with his sermon,
they thought it necessary, for the

P
e hadl

* Should ndt an exception be made in

gwour, at least, of Foster and Chandler’
D _
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peace of the congregatwn, ‘that he
should preach no more, and that his
eontmuance with them would cause
a division in ‘the society.”

always desirous to aveid. Indeed,
through the whole of the transaction
he discovered great moderation, can-
dour, and a desire for peace. After
several attempts on his part to pro-
cure a reconciliation, but without ef-
fect, he acquamted his people that .he
should give them no further trouble,

and therefore deslred them to promde'

for themselves.

Thus, after an acquaintance and
service of more ‘than ten years, the
connexion between Mr. Tomkins and
the congregation at Stoke-Newmgton
became dlssolved by one of those oc-
currences which have been more
common in modern times. Upon the
merits of the main 'question tlat di-
vided the parties, it is not the inten-
tion of the present writer to pronounce
any opmlon.'
ment is to be expected upon a subject
so little known as the nature of’ the
Deity; nor is it attended with any ill
consequences, when it does not influ-
ence the passions to the injury of our
fellow-creatures. With regard to Mr.
Tomkius, his conduct in wnthdrawmg
peaceably froma people to whom his

preaching and sentiments did not give

satisfaction, must be applauded by
every consistent Dissenter, let his opi-
nions be what they may; and it holds
out a striking contrast to some mo-
dern preachers, who have shewn less
regard to principle than to the emolu-
ments arising from their station.
After the differences with his'peo-
ple had subsided by his wnthdraw-
ment, Mr. 'Iomkmb published a nar-
ratlve of the circumstances that led
to it, under the title of * The Case
of Mr. Martin ‘Tomkins :
Account of the Proceedings of the
Dissenting Congregation at btoke-
Newington, upon occasion of a Ser-
mon preached by him, July 13, 1718.
Lond. 1719.”

tends to 135 pages, contains the’ sub-

stance of both the offensive selmons,_

with a copious narrative of. the sub-‘
sequent proceedings. Also, a'Con-

fession of his Faith u(Fon the point in
rew up with a

andﬁ
which is strictly Arian. It appears

dispute, - which he

view to an accommodatxon,

A crisis
of this sort was what he had been

-after taking

A difference of senfi-

to the Trihitarian

being an

Tlus tract, which ex-.

-
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from this work that Mr. Tomk.ms
had long forborne to use the Trinita-
rian doxologies to which he had been
accustomed at his first setting out m

‘the ministry.

After his retirement from Newmg-
ton, Mr. Tomkius proposed to retarn
as a private member to the church
with which he had’ formerly commu-
nicated.” This intention he intimated
to the minister of the society, who,
some time to consider of
it, declined to receive him. So high
did prejudice now run, that he was
denied ‘the common rights of Chris-
tians! Those who are acquamted
with the state of public feelin
amongst the Dissenters at that period,
will not be surprised that, with the
stigma of heresy upon him, Mr.
Tomkins could not gain footing again
as the pastor of a congregation. He,
however, did not wholly lay aside the
character, nor drOp ‘the studies of a
Christian minister. Having fixed his
residence -at Hackney, he attended
pubhc worship with the congregation
in Mare-street, of which the Rev.
Johu Barker was pastor, and to whom
the Rev. Philip Gibbs, until he re-
nounced Trinitarianism, was assistant.
During his retirement, Mr. Tomkins
preached occasionally for his brethren,
and employed himself in composing
and publishing séveral treatises on
theological subjects,” chiefly relating
controversy. It
does not appear, that he had any con-
cern in the disputes at Salters’ Hall,
which happened soon after he with-
drew from Newiugton.

" The first publication by Mr. Tom-
kms, in the Trinitarian controversy,
was a volume of considerable size,
but without his name, entlﬂed “« A
Sober Appeal to a Turk or an ‘Tudian
concerning the plain Sense of Scrip-
ture, relating to the Trinity : being
in Answer to Dr. I. Watts’s late
Book, entitled ¢ The Christian Doc-
frine of the [‘nmty, or Father, Son,
and Spirit, Three Persons and One
God asserted and proved by plam
Evidence of Scripture, without the
Aid and [ncumbrance of ‘Human
Schemes,” 8vo. 1722. » Wlth .the
merits 'of the argyment on elther side,
it ‘will ot be ‘necessary to mterfere.

‘Perhaps the, difference between the,

»arties was really less than t'l!ley were.
willing to allow. Be‘tlns as it may,
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both are to be commended for, their
~ fairness and good temper, and for the,
candour they discovered in their style
of writing. The amiable disposition,
and valuable endowments of Dr.
*Watts, are too well known to need
any eulogy ; and it is pleasing to find
him doing. justice to similar qualities
in his opponent. The Doctor did not.
publish any direct reply to Mr. Tom.
kins’ work, but in some of his subse-
quent pubhcatnom he takes occasion
to animadvert upon particular parts
of it. In the Pneface to ¢ The Arian
invited to the Orthodox Faith,” Dr.
Watts speaks in the following hand-
some mauner of his opponent, . whom,
he styles ¢ a considerable writer.”
He says, “ I acknowledge my obliga-
tions to the author for the terms of

decency and respect, and the language

of friendship with wblch he treats me,
both in the Preface and in the greatest
part of his book. [ receive them as
the unmerited civilities of a courteous
stranger: and bad I the happiness of
knowing his name, perhaps I should
find just occasion . to make an equal
return. But while 1 am permitted to
learn his character no otherwise but
from his writing, I can only treat my
unknown friend with all that esteem
which his writing deserves. For, I
must confess, how superior soever
others may appear in learning and ar-
gument, yet I am not willing any
writer should exceed me in the prac-
tices of a Christian temper.” The
Doctor further observes, ¢ In general,
I must own, he has written with a
degree of impartiality and fairness
beyond what is usual in such contro-
versies; and if ever he has mistaken

my sense, I persuade myself that it

was not done with design, because,
except the places mentioned, there is
a general appearance of justice and
candour running through his argu-
ments.”” ‘The following passage is no
léss’' creditable to Dr. Watts’s can-
dour, than to the critical sagacity of
Mr. Tomkins: I own the light 1
have received from this author, in the
different turn he hath
few of those Scriptures which I had
brought as proofs of my doctrme,,
which I must acknowledge carries
su¢h a degree of probability, as to!
weaken the force of my argumentsf

dérived from them ; siuch as Jolm i,

18, Zech. xi. 12, 13, and pérliaps one

given to some
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or.two more; for I would not wil.
lingly pervcrt one text of Scripture
from its native and sacred sense, to
support any. article of my faith.” In
the Preface to * Dissertations relating

to the Christian Doctrine of the Tri-

nity,” published in 1725, and which
is a continuation of the foregoing
work, Dr. Watts acknowledges the
obhgatlons he received from our au-
thor in settling his faith upon the
subject. He says, < Though I was
not a stranger to the vanous human
explications, when I wrote that trea-
tise, (alluding to the ¢ Christian Doc-
trine’ &c.,) yet I confess with ﬁeedom,
I was not at that time engaged in any
one particular scheme. 1 thought the
general doctrine of Scripture was
plain and evident, but as to the modus
of it I was much in doubt : and upon
that account I must acknowledge this
benefit which 1 have received from
the author of the ¢ Sober Appeal to
a Turk or an Indian,, which was
written in answer to. my book, viz.
that by the arguments which he uses,
he has almost precluded in my opi-
nion some of those schemes of expli-
cation, and inclined my thoughts to-
wards one particular mode of account-
ing for this difficult doctrine, which 1
have in a great measure exhibited in
the following discourses.” Dr. Watts
pursued the subject under discussion
in some subsequent publications ; and
in 1748, Mr. Tomkins published a
second edition of his work, to which
he added, 1st. Remarks on Dr. Watts’s
Three thatlons relating to the Doc-
trine of the Trinity, published in
1724.—2d. A Sober Appeal to all
that have read the New Testament,
whether the reputed Orthodox are
not more Chargeable with Preaching
a new Gospel than reputed Arians?—
3. A Reply to Dr. Waterland's Ani-
madversions upon some Passages in
the Sober Appeal. Mr. Tomkins
did not prefix his name to this work
in either of the editions.

In 1732, Mr. Tomkins published,
also without his name, a tract, enmled
¢« Jesus Christ the Mediator between
God and Man; an Advocate for us
with the Father, and a Propitiation
for the Sms of the World.” The late
Bishop Watson speaking of this work
says, T is is a very sepsible per-
formance, in w] ich the Author. €1
deavoui-a toestablish the literal sesife
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of those passages in Scripture, which
concern our redemption by Christ as
a real sacrifice, and represents the
notion the Scripture gives us of these
things as consistent with the dictates
of reason and natural religion.” See
the Bishop of Landaff’s catalogue of
books in divinity, at the counclusion
of the sixth volume of his Theological
Tracts. Mr.Job Orton, iz one of his
Letters to a Young Clergyman, says,
« Let me advise you to read Tom-
kins’s Christ the Mediator again and
again, till you have well digested his
scheme. It contains the best defence
and explanation of the atonement I
ever met with, and fully confutes all
the Socinian writers.” This tract of
“Mr. Tomkins’s came to a second edi-
tion in ~1761; to which was then,
added, by another gentleman, * An
Essay to prove the Credibility of the
Gospel, from the Doctrine of the Effi-
cacy of Christ’s Death for the Re-
demption-of the World.”

The next work published by our
Author was, ¢ A Calm Enquiry whe-
ther we have any Warrant from Scrip-
ture, for addressing ourselves in a
way of Prayer or Praise, directly to
the Holy Spirit: humbly offered to
the Consideration of all Christians,
particularly of Protestant Dissenters.
Lound. 1788.” 'To this tract was pre-
fixed, A Letter to the Rev. Mr:
Barker, on his countinued practice.
The Author was in the habit of at-
tending on Myr. Barker’s ministry,
which on the whole he approved,
although he was dissatisfied with the
doxologies which he made use of at
theclose of his prayers, and especially
with those which he often sang from
Dr. Watts's Psalms and Hymns, He,
therefore, after complimenting bhim
upon his ministerial abilities, expos-

tulates with him for using unscrip-

tural doxologies, particulzirly that of

* ascribing glory to the Three Per-

sons as the One Living and ‘True
God;” which it seems Mr. Gibbs,
Mr. Barker’s late assistant, had also
objected to, and for which he was
dismissed from that service: a mea-
sure that was very much against the
judgment of Mr. Tomkins, who pub-
licly remonstrated against .it before
the congregation. In the course.of
his work, Mr. Tomkins animadverts.
upon what Dr. Watts and Dr. Water-
land. had written ‘upon the subject.

4

quiry,” occasioned
" respondence between the Author and
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The publicaﬁou .of_tlre ¢ Calm En-
' occasioned an. epistolary cors

Dr. Watts, which was printed in the
Universal Theological Magazine, for
1803, and has been since reprinted in
a separate pamphlet.* |
It is not within the knowledge of
the present writer, that Mr. Tomkins
published ‘any other works besides
those above-mentioned. They alone
are sufficient to hand down his name
as a man of sound learning, of exten-
sive reading, and of an amiable tem-
per, as well as a good scripture-critic.
He supported for many years an ex-
cellent character for piety, integrity,
and Christian benevolence. He was
a firm and consistent Protestant Dis<
senter, a determined friend to religious
liberty and free inquiry, and an enemy
to the imposition of creeds, or private
interpretations - of Scripture. Whilst
he adhered to the Dissenters, how-
ever, as the avowed champions of
civil and religious liberty, he was not
blind to the inconveniences that at-
tached to their system, some of which
he has unfolded in the Letter to Mr,
Barker above-mentioned. Upon the
whole, he appears to have been an
able writer, a consistent Christian,
and an upright, independent man.
Mr. Tomkins died some time in the
year 1755. Long after his death
there appeared in ‘¢ The Theological
Repository,” 1LII. 257, ¢ A Letter
from Mr. Tomkins to Dr. Lardner, in
reply to his Letter on the Logos ; in
Defence of the Arian hypothesis.”

A - | W. W.
Lufton, Sept. 20, 1819. '

-—*——

Essex Street,

Siw, October 22, 1819.
‘T’ gave me great pleasure to learu
that the proposal which was lately,
and, as I conceive, inadvertently
brought forward at the last meeting
of the Western Unitarian Society at
Bath, to alter the preamble to the
Society’s Rules, so as to include Anti-
Trinitarians, met with so little coun-
tenance from the majority of that
Society, and that it was so speedily
and so handsomely withdrawn by
those of our friends who, under a

% See some sccount of - this Cormq‘)on‘;)
denee, Vol, VIII. p.770. Eb. ‘ \
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mistaken notion of liberality, had
been nduced to ‘suggest the altera-
tion.

The London Umtartan Book So-
ciety, or, as it was originally called,
«¢ The Unitarian Society,’’ there bemg
at that time no other society in the
kingdom which .bore the name, was
ﬁlst formed by a few individuals who,
assumijng as a principle that the
MIMPLE HUMANITY OF JEsus CHRIST
is a doctrine of thehighest importance,
and believing that every deviation
from it tends to still greater errors,
and that these deviations have, in fact,
proved the primary source of the

grossest corruptions of the Christian

doctrine, conceived that they could
not render a better service to the
interests of pure and practical Chris-
tianity, than by instituting a Society,
the direct and avowed object of which
should be the public profession, and
promulwation of this fundamental
truth.

'For the attainment of this end, they
first drew up a preamble to the Ru]ea,
calmly and explicitly stating the
object of the Society, viz., to assert
the doctrine of onNE Gon, possessed
of all possible perfections, the only
proper object of rellgnous worship :
also that Jesus Christ is a proper
human betng, ia all respects like unto
his brethren, and distinguished from
them only as being appointed by God
to be the Founder of a new and uni-
versal dispensation, and as being the
greatest of all the prophets of God.

Secondly, they judged it expedient
" to publish the names of the members
of the Society, for the sake of mutual
encouragement and support, and like-
wise of letting it appear to the world
that there was a band of Christians,
however few in number, or circum-

scribed in influence, who were not

afraid or ashamed of avowing these
great truths, however inconvenient or
disreputable the solemn public pro-
fession of such wunpopular doctrine
might be.

. Finally, it was determined to circu-
late books and tracts, the sole design
of which should be to teach in the
 plainest and most unequwocal man-

ner, the Uhnity of God, the simple

humanity of Jesus Lhnst and the
many important inferences from these

fundamental prmmples in doctrine and

practice.

Mr. Belsham on the Original Principle of the Unitarian Society.

The Preamble, before it was adop-
ted by the Society, excited some
animated discussions. Not, indeed,
concerning the principle: because,-
though some from the beginning were
desirous of a more comprehensive
plap, it was fully understood that the
main object of the Society was to
support and promulgate the simple
humanity of Jesus Christ. The prin-
cipal, and indeed the only important
topic of discussion, was the word
““ idolatrous,”’ as applied to the wor-
ship of Jesus Christ. And perhaps
for the sake of peace it might have
been expedient to expunge it. And
this, 1 verily believe, was the seuse
of the majority. But the retaiuing of
this offensive expression was so sttenu-
ously insisted upon by Mr: Lindsey,
Dr. Pnest]e y,» Mr. Russell, and above
all by the late William Tayleur, Esq.
of Shrewsbury, who was by far the
most liberal contributor to the funds
of the Society, and who ‘insisted that
if the word idolatrous were omitted in
the preamble it would be a disgrace-
ful abandonment of principle, that it

‘was conclnded upon the whole to be

most advisable to retain it. This
resolution, however, cost the Society

~several of its most respectable mem-

bers, and particularly the whole body
of Unitarians then existing in the
University of Cambridge, amongst
whom were Mr. Jones, the late cele-
brated tutor of T'rinity, and Mr. Tyrr-
whit, of Jesus College, who ‘had paid
a very handsome donation to the
Society, which he immediately with-
drewv.

This is a plain statement of facts.
Calmly to avow the great principles of
their falth, and to support those prin-
ciples by fair and dispassionate rea-
soning, the members of the Unitarian.
Society regarded as the best means
in their power of diffusing Christian
truth. As one of those individuals, 1
then held the same opinion; and after
an interval of mnearly thlrty years, 1
hold it still. Experience has confirmed
the theory; and if no. such Society
now existed, 1 would most willingly
lend my humble efforts for the forma-
tion of a new one, upon similar prin-
ciples, however limited' the number
of associates, or however Lalummated
the object of their institution: |

Wlthout ‘enterihg - at ‘all- into ‘the
trifling  logomachy whether Arians
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have & right to the title of Unitarians,
it is evident, from the very constitu-
tion of this Society, that Arians of
every description are excluded from
it. Not that the Society ever in-
tended to cast the shadow of an im-

utation upon the character of their
‘Arian brethren; but the main object
of the Association being to hold forth
the simple humanity of Jesus Christ
as the true doctrine of the New Tes-
tament, and all their publications
being calculated and intended to esta-
blish and promulgate this primary
truth, no Arian, not even oue of the
lowest .degree, ceould, counsistently
with his principles, become a mem-
ber of the Society. And upen this
ground many learned and intelligent
Arians, whose names would have
been an honour to any society, de-
clined to become members. And I
freely acknowledge that had 1 been
an Arian, even of the lowest formn, I
should have done so too. Others saw
the case in a different light, and joined
the Society, though .they did not ap-
prove the preamble. Dr. Price, in
particular, said he could not suffer an
Upitarian Society to exist without
giving his name to it. And this un-
foreseen and unexpected junction of
Arians has in some measure disturbed
the harmony of the Society, as they
have been continually pushing to alter
the preamble, and in some cases,
among the affiliated societies, with
too much success, hereby actually
subverting the original object of the
Society, the public profession of the
simple humanity of Jesus Christ.
Happily the late attempt to introduce
this alteration into the preamble of
the Western Unitarian Society was
defeated, chiefly, as 1 have been in-
formed, through the manly eloquence
of a reverend and. learned associate,
who was one of the original founders
of that highly respectable Society, and
whose good sense and solid arguments
made a deep im pression upon all who
heard him, and induced those mem-
bers who had inadvertently proposed
a change, voluntarily to withdraw the
lnteud.ed motion. And, indeed, had
2 motion to that effect passed at the
Meeting, it would, however uninten-
tionally on the part of its advisers,.
l'“"ﬁ%.‘{qnvcy\ed an oblique and unkind
reflection upon the memory of oue to
whom ‘the Society is in a great mea-

sure indebted for its. existence, and
who, by his zeal and firmness in its
original establishment, exposed him-
self to no small portion of obloquy
and persecution, from which he might
easily have escaped had the Society
been founded upon modern latitudi-
uarian principles. The late reverend
and learned Timothy Kenrick would
not have been denied the use of his
own pulpit, for the Unitarian Society,
had it not been the prominent and
avowed object of that Society to pro-
inulgate the simple humanity of Jesus
Christ. . L S

- I believe, however, that in ne so-
ciety in which the preamble has been
altered, has any change been made in
the spirit of the publications which
are distributed by the Society. These
uniformly teach and defend the sim-
ple humanity of Jesus Christ, and I
trust they will continue so to do, as
long as Unitarian societies exist. It
would, indeed, be a sad disgrace that
the same fountain should send forth
both sweet water and bitter.

- I wish. I could believe the same of
all the sermons which are annually
preached before the societies. Baut [
fear that, instead of the good old ori-
ginal practice of preaching the truth
boldly, as it is in Jesus, the modern
principle of these reformed societies
is, not to give offence to their new
friends ; and that some elegant dis-
course upon candour, benevolence, or
the like, is substituted in the room of
a plain energetic declaration of the
absolute Unity of God, and the simple
humanity of Jesus Christ, as the great
fundamental articles of the Christian
faith. Or if at any time the heareys
are warned not to be ashamed of
Christ and of his words, they are told
that the meaning is not to be ashamed

of avowing themselves Christians: a

duty, in these times, of no very diffi-
cult performance. While nothing is
said to enforce the obligation of an
open profession that Jesus, the ser-
vant and the messenger of God, is a’
man, in all respects like to his bre-
thren, though that is a fundamental
truth which it is the main design of
the Society to promulgate, and the
profession of which, at the time when
the Society was instituted, exposed a
mau to the pains and penalties of law,
and which even now 1is often.followed
by contempt, reproach, the. desertion
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of friends, and the most serious per-
sonal inconvenience and loss. *
But it is asked, why should we not
extend the pale of the Society, so as
to include all Anti-Trinitarians? The
answer is, that the founders of the
Society, conceiving the simple huma-
nity of Jesus to be a truth as clear as
light, and that wmisconceptions con-
cerning this fundamental doctrine had
paved.the way to the grossest corrup-
tions of the Christian. religion, and
being decidedly of opinion that the
best way of promoting the reception
of truth was by holding it up clearly
and distinctly to public view, unsul-
lied, and undebased with any mixture
of error, resolved to act upon this
principle in drawing up their decla-
ration. They could not, therefore,
accommodate their preamble to Ari-
anism, even in its least offensive form,
and much less to those great -and
enormous errors which find shelter
under the ample covért of Anti-Trini-
tarianism. If others think fit to form
societies upon a more comprehensive
plan, they are at liberty so to do. No
doubt the many will approve and
associate; nor do the supporters of
the principle of the Unitarian Society
presume to condemn. Their sole
object is to hold forth and t6 defend
-one essenfial and primary truth, and
in the prosecution of this great object,
by means which appeéar to them to
be most expedient, it is of little con-
cern to them whether they aré joived
by the many or the few. They have
done what they could; and theéy are
confident that the cause will prospér,
whether their efforts be, of be not;
honoured as instrumrental to its sie-
cess. | -
- The preamble has been objectéd to

* Witness the case of Mr. Charles
Herbert, late a master of a flourishing
scheol dt Elham, near Canterbury, who,
for no' other reason than becauie he was
discovered to be an Unitarian, though he
made no offensive profession of his creed,
was turned out of doors, with very little
notice, together with his wife and eight or
nine children; and who, in his present
residence at Dover, where he has opened
a school, is so persecuted by the malighity

of his ¢iiemies, that lie would be absolutely

uriable to edrn’ Bread for his family, if it

were' tot' for the kind but precarions aid

of & few liberal friends,

as imposing a Test. But how any
society can exist without & test, or, in.
othher words, without a definite priy- -
ciple and object, it is not easy to con-
ceive. The only questions to be de-
cided in this case are, first, whether
the object of the Unitarian Society be
lawful and desirable, and then whe-

“ther the means adopted for attaining

it are expedient and eligible. And of

these the reader will judge. A Test is

an obnoxious word. 1t generally ex-
presses something unreasonable and
compulsory. But the Unitarian So-
ciety compels no one to enter within
its pale, and forbids no one to with-
draw. It possesses no honours or
emoluments to invite men into its
coinmunion, and  deals out no ana-
thémas, much less does it inflict pains
and penalties upon any who desert its
banners. All its members claim and
exercise the right of private judgment
to its utmost extent. |

Having been a member of the Uni-
tarian' Society from its first formation,
and being in fact the individual with
whom it originated, 1T have enjoyed
the beést opportunity of knowing the
objéct and design of the original
founders ; and I have taken the Ili-
berty of stating these facts, to shew
that every change in the preamble of
the Society, under whatever pretext,
which is caléulated to lay it open to
Anti-Trinitarians in  gen<ral, is in-
consistent with;, aid subversive of the
main object for which the Society
was originally planned and established,
nathély, to promulgate the doctrine
of the simple humanity of Jesus

Christ. .

| T. BELSHAM.

SIR, |

I HAVE been lately applied to by

m4ny peisoiis in' and out of the
Chiirély’ of England, very different
frotin myself in opinion, respecting the
meaning of this-parable: and X Aatter
myself that thé sibstance of the an-
swer which'l' give, will not be unac-
ceptable to the réaders of the Repo-
sitory. 'The difficilty felt -on the
sabjeet is, that our Lord in com-
mending the coiidict of the steward
comnmendéd prudence at the expense
of justice. But the matter stands,
thus. The unjust’ steward ‘répresents
the members-of tbe"JJEWisﬁ’h‘;gthrchY"
the teachers of the law, the priests of
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.the day, who were soon to be stripped
of their stewardship by the destruc-
tion of the Temple, and dispersion of
the Jews. Their conduct furnishes
the true key of the difficulty. They
are elsewhere accused of binding heavy
burdens,. and. grievous to be borne,
and of laying them on men’s shoulders.
These burdens were human traditions,
though they imposed them ca the
people as coming with the written
law from the authority of God. The
object of this extra imposition was to
gratify their own avarice and ambi-
tion; and one iostance is recorded
where they carried their impositions
so far, as fairly to set aside the law of

- God, on one of the most important

shbjects of human duty, Mark wvii. 8.
They were, therefore, in the predica-
ment of a steward who, appointed fo
parcel out to tenants.the lands of his
rich lord, charged, for kis own benefit,
more than he was warranted to each
tenant.  Thus the tenant who became
by the extra imposition debtor ¢ for
a hundred measures of oil,”’ was au-
thorized by his. kind and indulgent
lord to receive it for" ¢ fifty ;” and the
debtor for “ a hundred measures of
wheat,” for *¢ fourscore.” But these
tenants were ignorant of the extra
charges, considering. the whole as
payments imposed by their landlord
himself. Now when the steward was
impeached or suspécted, he was aware
that his dishonesty would be.detected
and punished. . He, therefore, goes to
the tenants, reduces the extra charges,
thus making
which it was then in his power to do,
and which justice required to be doue,
saying to one of. the debtors, write
‘““fifty,” and to the other * fourscore.”
Accordingly his master, though of-
fended with him, and resolved to em-
ploy him no longer, is just enough to
commend him for his conduct. in this
respect. = - o L
Nevertheless, the steward, with his
usual craft, makes a merit of this re-
duction, and uses.it as an - expedient
for future subsistence. But how . is

this applicable to the Jewish priests?

They were stripped of their office,
and the people were exonerated by
the abolition .of the ritual law : and it
cannot be doubted; but that such of
them as-survived the ruin of their
Country, pleaded, in, their dispersion,
their former services as teachers of

VOL. X1v. - ‘ % 3

-the only. reparation

the law, aud the exemption of their
followers from their former burdens,
as circumstances which gave them
claims to subsist on their benevolence.
The situation and character of the
emigrant priests, expelled in counse-
quence of the late French Revolution,
furnish an exact parallel, and an illus-
tration of the Jewish priests dispersed
in the. provinces of the Roman em-

pire. - -
JOHN JONES.
(To be continued.) -
| o —— N
N Bridport,
Sir, October 5, 1819.

W LATELY received the Report of

the Committee of ‘¢ the Society
established for the Relief of Aged and
Infirm Protestant Dissenting Minis-
ters,” adopted by the Subscribers at
their - General Meeting, held at the
King’s Head, in the Poultry, May 25,
1819. It is not, I think, possible to
speak in too high terms of commen-
dation of the benevolent object of this
Institution. With this conviction, in
looking over the list of subscribers, 1
am happy to see some respectable
Unitarians contributing to the sup-
port of this cause, while with concern
I observe there are many of that
class, well known to be both opulent
and generous, whose names do not
appear in aid of this ¢« work of mercy
and labour of love.” Their miunds,

probably, ave still under the influence

of the unfavourable impression made
on them by the strenuous opposition
which, it is understood, had arisen
among some of the highly orthodox,
against the admission of any of the
misnamed Socinian ministers to the
benefits of the Institution. It appears,
however, by a communication in your
Repository, [ X1I1. 703,] which would
be more satisfactory if sanctioned by
the name of the writer, that ¢ the
opposing party amongst the Indepen-
pents have no counexion or influence
with the Society, precisely because
they would not agree to the compre-
hension of Unitarians.” It may, there-
fore, be considered as established on
the same broad and comprehensive
basis as the Widows’ Fund.

[t is stated to be “ for the Relief of
Aged and Infirm Protestant Dissenting
Ministers of the Three Deunominpa-
tions, Presbyterian, Independent, and
Baptist, in necessitous circumstances.”
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Some exception has been taken to
the term’ Presbyterian, and an appre-
‘hension expressed whether it might
‘hereafter be always mterpreted to
inelude Unitarian ministers. If, in-
deed, such were excluded from the
rbeneﬁts- of this Society, and mnot
reckoned Presbyterian because they
entertain Unitarian sentiments, what
body of Christians is there in England
to lay claim to the title? The term,
indeed, was originally designed to
express a peculiar form of church go-
vernment, namely, by Presbyteries.
In this sense, certainly it is not appli-
cable to the English Dissenters, yet
it has been for a lono‘ time unﬂerstood
~ to be descnptlve of those of them
who are more free and unrestrained
in their religious opinions, and less
attached to the standard of reputed
‘orthodoxy than some of their Chris-
tian brethren. * The English Pres-
byterians do not materially differ from
the Independents with regard to
church government and discipline and
mode of worship; but they generatly
alow a greater ‘latitude of religious
sentiments and communion in ‘their
churches. The appellution, in this
restricted use of it, implies no attach-
ment to the authority of synods,
pres*b‘ytelies, or ecclesiastical 'assem—,
blies, any more than 4o episcopacy
antd the ecclesiastical hlerarchy, and
therefore,
use, it is improperly applied to many
who are now distinguished by it, and
who form a very respectable class of
Nonconformists, or Protestant Dis-
senters, in this kingdom.” (Rees'
Cyclop. A rt. Pr esbytm ians.)

Many words, it is wel known,
with the lapse of time, are understood
in a different sense from that in which
they were originally used ; and as the
title Presbyterian has been long ap-
phied to a certain class of Protestant
Dissenters, distinguished for that * la-
titude of religious seuntiments and
communion in their churches™ above
described, it is, I think, desirable that
it should be continpued.* Were this
the case,-strictly Unitartan societies,
to which belong endowments for the
support of the Presbyterian cause,

e

* Why may not a person he designated
an Unitarian minister of the Presbyterian
or Baptist denomination?

according to its original
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need be under mo éppréﬁensi&n of
being deprived of them on account
-o‘f their.

professed Unitarian ‘senti-

ments. (On mature conﬁaderatmn,
therefore, I see more propriety in
adepting and continuing the title of
Presbyterian in the description of the
Objectb to be relieved by the Widows’
Fund and the newly-formed Society
of which [ am treating, than 1 at first
perceived ; neither is there ground te
suspect that any aged and infirm Pro-
testant D:ssentmg Ministér in neces-
sitous circu mstanceq, will be ever
rejected because he is an Unitarian.
"This, indeed, is guarded against by a
fandamental law of the Society, that
‘‘the Committee of Management shall
consist of eighteen members, viz. two
ministers and four ]aymen df each
denomination.”

Some persons, it is said, do not
approve of the plan of thrs Institu-
tion, as tending to wound the feelings
of aged and -infirm ministers to be-
come objects of charity. They would
have a fund raised by the voluntary
aunual subscriptions of ministers them-
selves and their societies, to which,
when necessity required, they ‘might
apply as a claim of right, and pot as a
boon of beneficence. On this prin-
ciple, however, it seems evident that
those ‘ministers who will ‘probably
stand in most ‘need ‘of pecuniary aid
in the time of affliction, weuld be
least able previously to become enti-
tled to it by their annual contribu-
tions. A few months ago, 1 received
a letter from a very respectable Uni-
tarian minister, stating that, with a
wife and seven children, he depended
chiefly for support on an endowment
in his Soctety-of about seventy pounds
per annum, with a parsonage-house;
that he ‘had fatély laid out forty pounds
for the necessary repairs of his cha-
pel, and that he counld collect among
his people towards defraying-the ex-
penses, not more than ten shillings.
Thus sitnated, what could sach a mi-
nister and lns congregation contri-
bute annually, with a view to his
receiving an annuity, should he live
to be aged and infirm? Little or no-
thing. Yet surely such a “person; in
these circumstances, would become a
very proper abject of charitableassist-
ance, and should he be visited with
bodily affliction, or she firfivmities of
age, disqualifying i from p‘u‘f:,uiﬂg
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his ministerial -labours, it would; no
doubt, be granted to-him on an appli-
cation to the Committee of the Society
lately established. The relief of hu-
man distress should be always admi-
nistered with all possible delicacy.
It is desirable, therefore, that a rule
be laid dewn (which 1 do not per-
ceive is yet done) respecting the re-
commendation of proper objects, by
those who are acquainted with them,
that they may not be under the neces-

sity of applying themselves to the

Committee for relief, which will be
less - injurious to their feelings by

coming to them wunsolicited on their

art. o - -
P Impressed, myself, with a deep
sense of the peculiar merits: of this
benevolent Institution, I take. the li-
berty of earnestly recommending it
to the attention of the friends of hu-
manity and religion, including both
Unitarian congregations and apulent
individuals of that class.. 'Fhe Com-
mittee have stated in their Report,

that “they are already furnished with

a long and distressing list of necessi-
tous aged or infirm ministers.” ¢ The
poor,” says our L.ord to his disciples,
¢ ye have always with you;” and
persons of the description just men-
tioned - will, I am apprehensive, be
never wanting in the catalogue - of
ohjects of distress. * To do them
good,” who have in the time of health
and aetivity faithfully and conscien-
tiously labaonred to do others good,
has such' strong claims on humane
and- charifable Christians. in general,
and, in this case, on Pratestant Dis-
senters in particular;-as, I trust, every
heart will feel, and every hand, which
has: any thing to- bestow, be readily
and generously opened, in. order to dis-
charge. Methinks, indeed, [ hear some
persons exclaim, ¢ How frequently
are appeals made to our beneficence!
One institation is formed after ano-
ther, and we are ealled upan to con-
tribute to. its suppert. Really there
I§ n0 end to it,””  Similar language to
this I hava often heayd, apd am per-
swaded, Sir, that ~you il heawttly
Jom with me in the ardept hope: that
thera: i/l be. so. exdl toit, tillithere be
au end. ko all. the igporamics, supersti-
?iﬂ"l'ﬂle& :unﬂ:squ_ery;nmhi_;lh.'-pvegvai_._l
W--the woald;- apd magkind are he-
tome: wiety, virtnous-ahd happys .
s REOMAS HOWE. -
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_ S, - July 6, 1819.
THE “ volume of Seven Sermons;,™
_. by Dr. Mayhew [p. 207] is new

before me, as reprinted at L.ondon,
1750. These sermons were ¢ preached
at a Lecture in the West Meeting-
House in Boston,” in 1748. . The
third sermon on ¢ The Right and
Duty of Private Judgment,” and the
fourth, entitled < Objections consi-
dered,” appear to express every thing
which the most liberal-minded inqguirer
would desire. = S
I have another volume, consisting
of «“ Mayhew’s Tracts and Sermons,”
collected by the late D¢, Disney; and
part - of his valuable library,” which
was dispersed by auction, in 1817.
On the first page he has written,
with a reference to Hollis’s Memoirs,
where 1 have seen a portrait of the
American divine, “ Dr. Jonathan
Mayhew, overplied by publie ener-
gies, died of a nervous fever, July 9,
1766, aged 45.” I
‘The first six pieces in this collee-
tion comprehend the contreversy be-
tween Dr. Mayhew, Mr. Apthorp.and
Archbishop Secker. Respecting the
following anecdote, which incidentally
occurs, your readers may probably
supply some further information. In
Secker’s « Answer to Dr. Mayhew's
Observations,” 1764, he says, (p. 385,)
speaking of the Church of England,
““ Mr. Locke, a member of the same
church, was, of all English writers,
the greatest advocate for toleration.”
This Answer praduced a Letter to the
Author, ¢« By a Protestant Dissenter
of Old England,” under which Dr.
Disney has written, < By Caleb Fle-
ming.” 1 find also this Letter in the
Catalogue of Dr. Fleming’s writings
annexed to the funeral sermon for
him in 1779. At p. 2%, speaking of
the Answerer having claimed, “ Mr.
Locke as a member of the Established
Church,” the letter-writer says, -
«If 1 have been well informed by
an intimate of Mr. Locke’s, sa far
from being 2 conformist to the Church
of England, he, whilst at Lady Mash-
am’s, used to prefer the hearing of
a lay-preacher among the Dissenters,
Because there was no otheyr noncon-
forming church conveniently near for
him. "%qt,! tiowever, this 1 will not
farther 'debate with you, any more
than by saying, | beligve he was not
a membger?g} :’l?é Church,of éEhgland.”
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“The seventh article in this collec-
tion, comprises ¢ Dr. Mayhew’s two
Thanksgiving Discourses, October the
25th, 1759, for the Success of his
Majesty’s Arms, more particularly in
the Reduction of Quebec,’”” London,
1760. On the first page is the fol-
lowing autograph, by Mr. Thomas
Hollis : ¢ Published from the copy
Pprinted at Beoston in N. E., and sent,
obligingly, by the Author to T. H.”
The strain of these sermons may be
discovered by a reference to6 those of
Mr. Towgood and Dr. Price at the
same period, and which are described
in your IXth. Volume, pp. 548 and
614. The guilt and miseries of war
~are too often overlooked by the
‘preacher, while dazzled by the splen-
~ dour of victorious arms and the worldly
advantages of the conquest. At the
same time, the wars in which Britain,
or British ®\merica, engages are, of
‘course, . just and necessary. In an
Appendix the preacher indulges the
Tollowing rapture, on mentioning the
reign of King George 11.:

“¢1n the success of whose fleets and
arms the elements seem now to in-
terest themselves, for bringing down
the pride of France.

¢ €0 nimium DiLEcTe Deo, cui militat
®ther,

Et conjarati
venti !’

veniunt ad classica

| Craub.
¢ <O Heav'N-BeLOV’D ! the skies their
succours lend ;
Thy arms the tides and rolling seas
befriend,

And winds conspiring on thy fleets
attend I” >’

A few lines follow, which serve
to shew that Dr. Mayhew was not

a poet. Heaven is thus apostro-
phized :

¢“ Till exil’d Peace returning from above
To huwmankind propitious, heav’nly
~ dove! |
Shall olive to each clime, each country
. bring, |
And spread o’er nations wide her fos-
tring wing, |

" Till then such Kings as GEORGE té
"~ Britain lend ;

Such ministers as Prrr succcssﬁiﬁ'c send ;
Such adinirals as late have rul’d the
T naing e
Such generals as fought on dbrakam’s
- plain, S & |
¥

"Pr. Myjahew, of Boston, U.'S.

Referring to ¢ thelate field of battle
near Quebec,” calied-the Heights of
Abraham. . o B
Dr. Mayhew was as little of a pro-
phet. He had not the slightest anti-
cipation of what British folly would
effect in the short period of ten years,
The Independence of America. Speak-
ing of Quebec, he describes ® as ¢ an
acquisition, the consequence of which
must prove, in time, according to the
natural course of things, the exalting
of these little provinces and colonies,
as it were into as many kingdoms;
and, consequently, the raising of the
British empire in Europe, on which
they will continue dependent, to an
height and dignity among the nations
which it never knew before.” At the
close of this Appendix is advertised a
volume of sermons.  'Two of these,
“ On being Found in Christ,” and
¢ On Justification by Faith,” would,
probably, discover the Author’s theo-
logy; which was, I apprehend, nearer
to that of the reputed Arians of his
time than of the Calvinists. The eighth
article is ¢ The Sunare Broken, a
Thanksgiving-Discourse. Occasioned
by the Repeal of the Stamp Act.”
Boston, 1766. This discourse is de-
dicated to William Pitt, ¢ an illus-
trious patron of America,” who 1is
thus complimented - (pp. vi. vii.):
<< But, alas! what can poor America
do in return >—Nothing but call you,
over and over again, her father, her
father ; and endeavour to make good
your generous engagements for her
prudent, dutiful behaviour towards
her mother-country : nothing but
erect a few marble, brass or copper
statues in honour to you (for America
has but little silver or gold) ; statues
that will be of no service to you, since
they will go to decay, long before
your name and memory will need any
such poor helps to preserve them.”
The text is from Psalm cxxiv. 7,
8. 'The whole sermon is in a strain
most duteous towards the mother-
country, and most complimentary to
her government. Her ministry are
now ¢ upright, zealous for the public
good, and knowing wherein it con-
sists.” Her King has been endowed
with ¢ wisdom to discern, and inte-
grity to pursue the interests of his
people” (p. 10). His: ¢ generous and
royal heart” is bade to rejoice, . « that
by a single turn of the sceptre, when
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he qs>euted to the Repeal, he had
given more pleasure to three million
o~ood subjects, than ever he or bhis
ro)al crandfather gave them by all
the tnumphs of their arms.” ‘These
good subjects are exhorted * to
due respect inn all things to the British
Parliameunt” (p. 25). T I hope,” says
the preacher, (p. 26,) ¢ there are
very few people, if aby, in the colo-
nies, who have the least inclination to
renounce -the general jurisdiction of
Parliament over them, whatever we
may thmk of the particular right of
taxation.’ He adds, (p. 29,) <« It
would be our misery, if not our ruin,
to be cast off by Great Britain, as un-
worthv her farther regards. What
then would it be, in anv supposable
way, to draw upon ourselves the
whole weight of her just resentment!
What are we in the hands of that
nation, which so lately triumphed
over the united powers of France and-
Spain!” The preacher, however,
quahﬁes this strain of bhumility, by
recollecting that Britain < did this,
in a great measure, by means of her
commercial intercourse with, and aids
from the colonies.” |

From these passages it will appear
that the language of ¢ this transcen-
dent_,genius,” as a sensible and well-
informed scholar and divine is fondly
panegyrized, (p. 207, is not always
suited to express the manly feelings of
consistent Republicans. Dr. Mayhew
will, [apprehend be chiefly quoted
in his country’s history, to shew what
poor and contracted views of civil
, policy, and what abject wnotions of
colonial dependence were entertained
in 1766, by an American patriot ;
though one who had “¢ been lmtlated
in youth, in the doctrines of civil li-
berty, as they were taught by such
men as Plato, Demosthenes, C icero,
and other renowned persons among
the ancients; and such as Sldney
and Milton, Locke and Hoadly,
among the moderns” (p. 85). It
would, however, be unjust not to
mentlon a probable hint against negro-
slavery, which occurs at p. 4 of this
sérmon. Speaking of men * made
slaves by the right of conquest in
war,” the preacher adds,. < if there
be indeed any such. right.” This
doubt, was probably, all which could
be endured by an audience of slave-

pay
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holders ; for such were Bostomans in
.1766. 1 .
- Dr. Mayhew survwed the dellvery
of this dlscourse only a few weeks.

The concluding article in this eollec-
tion is the dlscourse on his decease,
preached to his congregation ¢ by

Charles Chauncy, D.D. A Pastor
of the first Church in Boston,” Bos-
ton, 1766. A passage in this dis-.
course shews that Dr. Mayhew’s. dis-
order had affected his mental faculties.
Thepreacher having mentioned (p. 33)
‘ his dependence on the mercy of Ged,

through the mediation of the only
Saviour Jesus Christ,” adds, ¢ in this
temper he lived, and in the same
temper, I believe, he would have died,

had it pleased the all-wise, rlghteous
and holy Sovereign of the world, to
have permltted the free use of his
reasonable powers.” 1t appears from
a Note (p. 28), that Dr. Mayhew had
been represented in a pamphlet, as
‘“ an enemy to the atonement by Jesus
Christ.”  Dr. Chauncy testifies that
‘ he never had the least doubt about
it.”” But the question returns, What
did Dr. Mayhew or his friend under-
stand by that equivocal term? Per-
haps any thing rather than the Cal-
vinistic scheme of satufactzon by vicu-
rious punishment.

: N. L. T.

cruattiiiinea
Liverpool,

Sir, October 9, 1819.
"OUR Correspondent Dominicus,
in your last Number, [p. 553,]}
has given sufficient evidence to shew
what were John Calvin’s notions re-
specting the observance of the Sab-
bath day. I am by no means inclined
to “ esteem one day above another,”
abstractedly speaking ; but [ have
doubts which I should much like
Dominicus, or some other intelligent

reader, to solve.

In the first place, some persons
seem to be of opinion with Calvin,
that the observance of religious ordi-
nances, on any given day, is a mere
matter of * utility and expedience,”
for, say they, unless some specific
time is appomted “ how can'they
be observed:” Farther, Calvin is
said to have expressed his ‘¢ appro-
bation of the conduct of the ancient
Fathers in substituting the :Lord’s-
day for the Sabbath,” at the same
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time not wishing to be understood as
supposing that ¢¢ Christians, like Jews,
were uunder amy -divine law, which
had censecrated a seventh portion of
their time for exclusively religious
uses.” 1 want to. knoew where, in
Scripture, we are left at liberty to
eonsult our own convenience in this
matter. Jesus Christ preached no
such doctrine; but, on the contrary,
observed the Jewish Sabbath himself,
and declared that he came not “ to
destroy the law.” Who were the
<« ancient Fathers,” - whose conduct
Calvin: approved. for ¢ substituting
the Lord’s-day for the Sabbath,’” thus
taking upon themselves to do what
Jesus Christ never did or taught?
When and where did these ¢ ancient
Fathers™ first introduce this innova-
tion into- the Christian system? 1
couceive that it is little to the purpose

to say that the New Testament no

where commands the observance of
one day in seven, whilst it contains
no revocation of the old law, which
appears to have been binding on our
Saviemr, his observations respecting
it, going only to condemnu the super-
stition which had crept into it.

Our modern Fathers have undoubt-
edly the same authority as the ancient
ones to alter laws for ‘¢ convenience
or utility ;” but till I am satisfied of
the validity of their warrant, I shall
continnte to believe that the fourth
commandment stands precisely on the
same footing, and: claims the same re-
gard as the other nine. - -

e

Cainscross, Gloucestershure,
October 18, 18109.

T ERE the pages of critical pub-

\ lications to be generally sub-
Jected themselves to criticism, there
would be no end to animadversious
and replicatious, till the
readers ceased.to hecome purchasers.
Saome persons may even object to an
occasional notice of this kind of the
ephemeral pages of a monthly publi-
cation; but of this sentiment the Re-
viewers in guestion avidently are not,
since they devote many lines, in a
subsequent article af the wery Number
which 1 shell presently have ta notice,
to: am . attack nppon the Jdinhurgh
Beyiew,.. . .~ .

SIr,

wearied

« British Critic” on Unitarianism at Geneva.

The ¢¢ British Critic”® commenced
an article in its Number for Juyne,
which was councluded in the subse.
quent Nuamber, upon a subject pay-
ticularly interesting to most of youy
readers : the Geunevese confroversy,
Many parts of this article merit our
attention, and, in my opinion, would
be worth transferring to your pages,
I leave this to your better judgment,
while | drop a remark or two ex pas-
sant. [ took up the work with feel-
ings of eager curiosity, to see how
orthodox members of an Established
Church would treat a question in
which miunisters and professors of ano-
ther establishment, charged with he.
terodoxy, were implicated. 1t is but
Jjustice to say, that the clergy of Ge-
neva are treated by the high Church-
men of England with much greater
humanity, not to say liberality,* than
by orthodox Seceders or Dissenters.

The Reviewers appear to have been

‘much hampered to reconcile cano-

nical obedience with the obedience of
faith ; and a Calvinistic student, in-
clined to rebel against the authority
of his Unitarian tutor, would find
some difficulty in comprehending the
line of conduct which English divines
of the High Church would have him
adopt. Did my time and. your pages
admit, I should like much to present
your readers with an abstract of the
article with remarks, but having called
their attention to the subject, shall
content myself with a quotation or
two, :

Speaking of the Geneva edition of
the Bible of 1805, a new translation,
of the great merit of which many of
your readers are well aware, the Re-
viewer remarks : -

“ In proof of the general opinion
respecting it, it iz alleged that the
Bible Society of Geneva have refused
to circulate it, while a reimpression
has been promoted of the Bibles of
Martin and Ostervald. In reply, it
is urged, that the style of the new

o PO ORI PPy
a g

* We may say ¢ liberality,”” for the
Reviewer has most ingenuously pointed out
a gross misrepresentation of Granus, one
of the apponents of the clergy, a misre-
presentation  which the Dissenting writet
of an article in the Ecleotic Heview, was
bot ashwned. te: adapt and give faather
c“mncﬂm o C [ .
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¢ranslation, though still defective m
many. points, ‘is incontestably better
than thatof its predecessors, and that,
in particular, the books of Job, the
Psalms and Isaiah are acknowledged
to be greally superior to all the other
French translations. Though opposed
by the ¢ 'I'rinitarians’ from the first
moment of its publication, (an impor-
tapt admission, which it is of conse-
quence to remark,) it is not to be
supposed that learned and able theo-
Jogians would  have ‘admitted ¢ grave
alterations,’ without being supported
by anthentic manuscripts, 1f decried
by the Bible Society of Geneva, it is
held in such estimation in Enpgland,
that it is the ouly French Bible which
is sought after in this country.” "'We

have some reasons for .doubting the

accuracy of this latter assertion,” &c.
The Reviewer proceeds to spéak of
an edition published by the Bible
Society in England, intended appa-
rently to oppose the Géneva Bible;
this latter | have not cempared, and
can say nothing of it; but that afll
« Trinitarians” did not “ oppose” the
new Genevese Version, *¢from the
first,” 1 have good proof, and such as
the British ‘Critic will not, I think,
be dispesed to wundervalue. Mon.
Abauzit, ministerof the French Con-
formist Church of St." Martin's'Organ,
in Cannon-street, London, shewed
me, while he was preparing for the
press, about ten years since, his new
translation of the Liturgy, a copy of
the Genevese Bible, of which he spoke
in the highest terms of eulogy. 1 was
at the time a Trinitarian, as well as
that gentleman himself, and his or-
thodoxv will searcely be questioned,
while it is known that he was the
protéegé of the late Bishop Porteus.
When his new Prayer Book appeared,

he gave his sentiments to the public

In an “ Avertissenftnt,” in which he
speaks’ of the ¢ etninent service”
which religion has received from the
“pastors and professors of the Church
of Geneva,” -calls it a  complete
Veg'sion, which, according to the most
enlightened suffrages, is tafinitely su-
Perior to the old owme.” Acting agree-
ably to these views he gives the
Gospels, Epistles, Psalins and ‘Sen-
tmcqs of Seripture, all'from the New
Versmn, informing his’ readers of*¢‘the
great advantages ‘which thence reslt,
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as it' regards both the beanty of* the
sense and nobleness of the style.”*

* Extroct from the dverssssement pre-
fixed to ¢¢ La Liturgie, ou Formuliire Hes
Priéres Publiques, selon I’ Usage de 1'Eglise
Anglicane.””—3a Lonndres ehez '‘Scatcherd
et Letterman, &e¢. 1811. EERT

““ Les Eglises Frangoises Conformistes
‘établies en  Angleterre se servent dans le
culte publie, de la Liturgie Anglicane,
d’apreés une traduction qui, pour le style,
étoit bien inférieure & I’ original. = -

“ La partie la plus importante étoit
malheureusement Ja plus défectueuse,
Dans tous les passages tirés des Livres
Saints, on aveit a-peu-prés suivi I’an-
cienne Version de la Bible: Version

' souvent inexaete pour le sens, toujours

surannée pour le langage, remplie d’ex-
pressions qui par laps de temps sont deve-
nues triviales ou méme grossiéres. On ne
s’en étonnera pas si I’on considére que
les deux Versions de la Bible, faites d’aprés
le Texte ‘Hébreu par jes Eglises Reformées
sont du 16¢. siécle, la premiére de 1535,
la seconde de 1588, c’est-i-dire avant la
publication d’ aucun des ouvrages qui ont
fixé la langne Frabcoise. -Ce sujet de
regret a cessé d’exister. Les Livres Sa-
crés nous ont été présentés dans une forme
qui ne les altére plus: Ia religion est
redevable de cet éminent service aux.Pas-
teurs et Professemis d’ Eg]isé de Genéve.
Ils ont profité de toutes les lumiéres qui
dans cet intervalle de deux siécles, se sont
répandues sur la critique sacrée, comme
1’ étude plus approfondie des langues Ori-
entales,—la collation d’anciens manu-
scrits,—les voyages. faits daus les pays
mémes qu’ avoient habitée les' Ecrivains
Saerés,—la connoissance des lieny, des
lois, des coutumes, des mocurs, et les pro-
grés de diverses sciences, qui ont indirecte-
ment servi a 1’ éclaircissement des Livres
Saints. C’est avec tous ces secours et un
zéle & les employer, digne de I” importance
du sujet, que 1’ Eglise de Genéve a enfin
‘publié¢ en 1805, une Version compléte quii,
d’ aprés lessuffrages les plus-éelairés, est
infiniment supéricure & I ancieane. Nous
nous somwmes prévalu d’ un sigrand avan-
tage dans 1’ édition -que nous .doanons
aujourd’ hui de ecette Liturgie. Ewvan-
giles, Epitres, Pseaumes, Sentences, mous
avous tont emprunte de la nouvelle Ver-
sion. Nous !'avons généralement suivis
dans les autres passages, tirés de nos Livres
Saints. 'On s”apercevra par tout dn grand
avantage qui en'resulle pour 1a beamnté do
sens et la noblesse du siyle. Ce travail
est devenu interressant pour - fous par
Despoir de gonttibuer & 1’ édificatien towm-
mune etde porter-i la tecture de la Bible
mémne; par les fragmens adwmiradlos qu’on
en trouve ici.”’—



It has often been remarked that
orthodox Christians, in classing Uni-
tarians with Deists, &c., haye only
followed the example {(would to God
they had done so in no other poimt)
of the Roman Catholics, who have
constantly maintained, from Bossuet
downwards, that Protesiantism and
Infidelity are synounymous, or nearly
connected. The ministers of Genev'x
< have subscribed to no articles nor
confession of faith for more than a
century, because” (says one of their
advocates) ¢ such formularies are too
often a fruiltful cause of disagree-
~ment.” The British Critic here re-
marks, * The Catholics have not
failed to avail themselves of this argu-
‘ment. The Abbé Labouderie has
published a pamphlet at Paris, of
which the following is a translation
of the first sentence: | |
<< All the world is now convinced
that the religion of the Protestant
Churches is little more than disguised
Socinianism.’> Again, ‘ There will

be no schism between the clergy of

Geneva and the Reformed Churches
of France, Switzerland, England aud
Germany, on account of this Socinian

heresy. They are all alike,” &c.
~ What do you think of the pious
Abbé’s mtegrlty and charity ? Is it

possible he can be so ignorant as not
to know that ¢ Socinians”™ are so-
lemnly anathematized in the KEsta-
blished Church of England twelve
times per annum, and that too in the
set form of words which his own
church adopts; only translated faith-
fully from barbarous Latin, into En-
glish equally barbarous? When I
‘read this I looked for a pretty severe
castigation of the Abbé&’s temerity,
with a solemn defence of the Critic’s

church against the odious charge of

Socinianism ; but judge of my surprise
to find him parrying instead, the keen
thrust of Boileau :

<« Tout Protestant est Pape, une
Bible a la main,” and the following
sentence, in support of orthodox cha-
vity, is perhaps one of the boldest that
ever proceeded from the pen of a
defender of a ¢ church, by law esta-
bhshed >’ ¢ The Protestant Confes-
sions of faith, differ from the Catholic
in this important point, that it is not

prelended that those who affirm any of .

them to be erroneous, ‘are rejected from

Thoughts on a Country Life.

‘the. pale of salvation, nor are they

proposed as infailible, but as’ acts of
reference,” &c. (The word « ipfal-
lible” is the only one which the Re-
viewer has thought fit to dlstlngmsh
by italics, but there are others i in the
sentence which equally merit that
distinetion, aud 1 respectfully solicit
it on their bebalf.) I cannot allow
myself to trespass further by com-
meunting on the last-cited -passage ;
perhaps it needs none, but such as
must suggest itself to every reflecting
mind.
J. READ
et

Thouyhts on a Country Life, sug—

gested by @ Paper in * The Round
Table ”

“ Truth is not loeal. God alike per-

vades
The hum of. cities and the peaceful
shades ;
And may be fear’d amid the bus1est
- scenes,
Or scorn’d whele business never inter-
venes.’
AKING ap “ The Round Ta-

ble,” a collectlon of Essays, the
chlef part of which is ascribed to the
pen of Mr. Hazlitt, my eye fell upon
the following passage: ** All conntry
people hate one another: there is
nothing good in the country, or if
there were, they would not let you
have it.” This, the beginning of a
very strong philippic against the
country, and the hapless dwellers
thercin, afforded me some amuse-
ment, but concluded by leading me
into a train of thoughts, of which the
following, perhaps, have fixed them-
selves the most strongly in my mind.
There cannot be a nore egregious
mistake, it seems to me, than that
into which many individuals have
fallen iu their views of the happiness
to be derived from retirement. '['here
is, indeed, a spur,.an impulse given
to the mind -by an abrupt transition
from the sameness of cities to the wild
liberty of nature, which, while it
lasts, is dcllghtful That freedom
may exist in the busiest scenes, 1$
certain. But yet are we, so much
the creatures of assouatlon, that we
cannot separate the idea of mental
from that of bedily subjection. We
cannot persuade, ourselves “that our
wills are so free, that our spirits can



T/gouﬁg‘]zt,ﬂz on a C’ountry Life.

>

take so wide a range where custom
has prescribed certain modes of speak-
| Aing,'livin_g and acting, as in scenes
" which are placed beyond the con-
iroul of fashion and fancy. Personal

liberty, a freedom from those re-

straints which in large towns are for
ever crossing our inclinations, is uu-
speakably precious to unsophisticated
man: yet this idea of hbqrty, delicious
as it is, will never remain long upon
the’ mind. )
the most powerful thought which
presses upon us When we bf.agm a hfe
secluded from the observation of the
world, but it snust soon share the fate
of all other solitary feelings, and cease
to impart either comfort or del"ig.}xt:
for the pleasure of doing what we like,
is, after all, nothing more nor less
than the most solitary and sensual
of the beasts of the forest may con-
test with us; and the less the desire
of serving, pleasing and improving
others, mingles with our daily habi-
tudes, the closer is our approxima-
tion to them. Freedom, to be duly
enjoyed by a rational being, must be
a rational and active freedom. Man
is degraded as soon as he tries to live
above the sympathies of human na-
ture, quite as surely, though not per-
haps so obviously, as when he volun-
tarily places himself below them.

So with regard to religion. [ do
not wish to revive the ancient dispute
between the recluse and the dweller
in this world : but I cannot help just

“mentioning, that one€ sect of our mo-
dern poets* has thrown a degree of
sacredness over its tenets by pretend-
10g to a much more intimate commu-
nion with the Deity than is allowed to
the members of its rival contemporary
sects. | cannot forbear entertaining
great ‘doubts as to the foundation on
which this pretension rests; for, taking
a survey of what has been, it does not
seem that the holiest among men
have been those who have lived in
the abstract contemplation of the
Deity. - |

It is easy, it is matural, when we
come forth among the works of God,
to lift up our hearts at once to the
Source of beauty and blessing, for then
no lﬂterveuix_)gk _objec.t‘séems to inter-

o

* The Lake Poets.
"(’Lo XI‘Y. ¢ * . 4 T

It may be the first and-

pose between earth and heaven.. Con-
tinued communion with the warld
lowers the tone of our minds: there
is a worldliness contracted by inter-
course with the great and vain, which
it is well to set right, and to send the
« life and blood” of virtuous enthu-
siasm once in a while through the
heart. A view of the works of God,
apart from the ways of man, com-
monly does this. It purifies, rectifies
and refines. - Yet we have many
proofs that the attempt to live above
the world is as unnecessary to the
perfection, as it is fatal to the useful-
ness of a character. ¢ Men ought to
know,” says Bacon, ¢ that on the
theatre of ‘the world it is only for
God and the angels to be spectators.”
But ¢s the view which revelation and
reason lead us to take of even the
Divine Being, that of a passive and
quiescent speotator 2 Or, is he not
rather continually operating to pro-

duce and perfect the harmony of crea.
tion ?

And shall we think ourselves
at liberty to remain enraptured, but
indolent spectators of his work, when
he calls us to lift up our feeble hands
in its support? ,
- So with regard to genius.—I very
much doubt whether thought is ever
so lofty and inventive, as it is in the
minds of those who enjoy a pretty
large, or, at least, an active com-
munion with their fellow-creatures.
Would Milton have written better
had his mind been less worked upon
by the pasding events of his time?
Would Shakespeare have described
the most simple and secluded scenes
of nature with more beauty, had his
whole life been past in the contem-
plation of them? Would Franklin
have thought more profoundly, or,. in
general, to better purpose, had he re-
tired from the-cares of the world to
indulge in solitary reflection? Per-
haps, too, the habits of inaction,
which female education often engen-
ders, have a strong tendency to keep
down the powers of mind possessed
by that sex, below their natural level.
The sickly dreams of sentiment in
which they are led to indulge, often
from a dearth of better employment,
prove the little connexion which a
life of leisure and speculation has with
strong and inventive genius.
However, it must be confessed, to
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return to Mr. Hazlitt and his remarks
upon the country, that many of those
who reside there are residents more
from necessity than from choice. We
must take them as we find them; but
to mitigate the harshoess of his cen-
sure it would be well to observe, that
there are difficulties and discourage-
ments belonging to the sitnation of
which Mr. Hazlitt does not dream.
An indolent, weak, ineffective indivi-
dual may make a tolerable figure in
the city, where his weakness finds
support from those better able to cope
with ignorance and error than himself.
If he fails, numbers fail with him. It
requires little effort to join the crowd,
“and small glory is attached to success,
In the country a man must be a ci-
pher, or he must possess no small share
of activity and resolution. If he acts
at all, he commonly acts alone.
has no party tosupport or oppose him.
It is pot that there is nothing to do;
not that a country life need be an
inactive one: but that single and iso-
lated individuals are often wanting in
énergy to perform their parts. From
this unassisted mediocrity of talemt
often arises a characler by no meauns
amiable: for how should a man love
the beings he has never attempted to
‘'serve? We might reverse the pictare
however : for, 1 am satisfied, that
where parly and ambition have little
influence, there is greater room for
much display of the kind and bene-
volent feelings, on minds previously
well-disposed, and that among the
poorer class of society in the country,
if there is more indifference abhout
pleasing those in higher stations, there
is much more attention to the wants
and wishes of those who occupylower
situations in Jife.
Mr. Hazlitt, in an excellent paper
in the same volume, has the courage
to avow his opinion, that no man can

attain any high degree of excelience

art or science, to
which he devotes himself, without in-

in the profession,

~curring the charge of pedantry. 1
suppose no man can be perfectly satis-
fied with his lot, without being in
some degree a pedant; without uot
only loving his home better than any

‘other abode, but really thinking it

superior to any other. On this prin-
ciple country people forgive  Mu.
Hazlitt, and ook for forgiveness from

He

Commercial Qaths.

him in return, if they should ever he
tempted -to indulge in a censire ag
strong, though probably not s¢ able
as that which he has penned. N
‘ Z.

] '
- Siw, -

WAS pleased to find in your last

Nuamber, [p. 491,] that steps were
taking to remove from our statute-
book, the heavy load of national guilt
occasioned by Custom-House oaths,
But your Correspondent may not be
aware that the matter has long en-
gaged the attention of serious Chris-
tians. © Some years ago, the late wor-
thy Mr. Thornton, of Clapham, was
applied to, to interest those members
in the House of Commons, with whom
he was particularly connected, to move
Parliament to correct the evil now
complained of ; why this was not done,
or whether the application was made,
and not sufficiently countenanced, 1
cannot recollect. At that time the .
late Mr. Palmer, of Hackney, used to
relate the opinion of the venerable
philanthropist Mr. Howard on that
subject. Most likely some of his
friends can give a correct statement
of his expressions. [ cannot; andl
have looked for them in the late pub.
lication of his Life, by Mr. ‘Brown,
but could not find them. As faras
my memory serves me, [ should think,
his words were, ¢ Custom-House
oaths are as useless to government, as
they are snaves to those by whom
they are taken.” Much as | value the
opinions of those who now inherit the
promises, it is to suggest a hint or
two to the living that [ now take up
my pen. At the time to which I refer
| was visiting a friend near the sea.
He one day took me to the Custom-
House in the neighbouring town. 1
conversed with two of the principal
officers of the Custom-House. I found
them ready to give me every informa-
tion T wished. They both declared
their conviction of the total inexpe-
diency of the present laws to prevent
the revenue being injured. Now, at
this season of the year many of the
geptlemen who are- earnest to serve
their country, both by increasing 118

revenue and stopping the temptation

to injure it, might gain useful infor-
mation at the several Custom-Houses
where they' are spending .their tllpe
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as bathers, or companions of their fa-
milies, who are.secking health from
the sea breeze ; and by communi-
cating this, either through newspapers
or to sume permanent body, for, I
suppose, such a body is or will be’
formed, a mass of evidence might be
obtained that would be of national
benefit. 1t is from little beginnings
the greatest events often follow. Hav-
ing been busily engaged in promoting
the discusston on the Slave 'T'rade,
when the business was first brought
forward, and having lived to see every
remains of it viewed with abhorrence
by my fellow-countrymen, I hope the
same success will atteund the mea-
sures now adopted for lessening the
violation ofour Redeemer’s command,
s« swear not.” This is a cause in
which there appears to me to be no
contending or opposing interest, and
seems only to require proper exertion
to call forth the publi¢ to have the
evil speedily removed. Since I read
your Correspondent’s Letier, I have
conversed with two persons of high
rank, one from his office, the other
from his birth, and both seemed con-
vinced that the administration would
render every assistance to facilitate the
measure, if puarsued in a becoming
manuer. [f you think these observa-
tions worthy of your notice, you will
receive them as the good wishes, in-

stead of the active efforts of
SENEX.

-1

et
Ereter,
Sir, October 7, 1819.
OUR Correspondent Brevis, in
. his Brief Notes on Scripture, in
your last Repository, [p. 544,] makes
Some very just observations on pro-
lixity ; and that I may not incur the
censure of so candid a writer, I pro-
ceed immediately, and as briefly as
possible, to state my views of the sub-
Ject of John the Baptist’s message to
our Saviour. |
~When our Lord entered on his
muowstry there were clear and illustri-
ous signatures of divinity stamped on
his mission, yet there were other cir-
cumstances also which gave a colour,
‘through the ignorancc of some and
the perverseness of others, to represent
hmg. as an im‘postor. The Jews were,
.‘thetf_ifore; variously affected by his
teaching and miraclés. Some among
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them believed on them, othersdoubted,
and others pursued him with impla-
cable malice, and sought to take away
his life. His own disciples but ill
understood the end of his manifesta-
tion and the design of his kingdom.
And John, who ‘had been his har-
binger, appears to have adopted the
prejudices of the Jews. I am fully
aware that the generality of interpre-
ters, indeed | know of none but Justin
Martyr and Tertullian of a different
opinion, have supposed that, notwith-
standing the message which he sent
by his disciples to Christ, he never
entertained any doubt of his being the
Messiah. Nevertheless, if | may ven-
ture to differ from so great and nu-
merous authorities as concur in sup-
portiug this opinion, I cannot help
apprehending that John was in some
measure infected with the universal
prepossessicn of the Jewisli nation,
that the Messiah would assume great
outward splendor and magnificence;
and perceiving himself, who was his
messenger and forerunner, confined in
a prison, and forcibly restrained from
publishing his message; and hearing
that Christ wrought a variety of mi-
racles wherever e went, and that he
sent out his disciples to do the sawme,
he impatiestly presumed that if Christ
were really the Messiah, he would
work some miracle in order to release
him. Not finding, after a considerable -
lapse of time, that any thing of this
sort was attempted in his favour, he
grew uneasy, and began to suspect
whether Christ might not be only
some great prophet who was likewise
to introduce the Messiah. And this
appears to be a supposition no way
inconsistent with a due regard to
John’s prophetic character, whichis
very safe, notwithstandiug we allow
him to have been subject to the com-
mon frailties of human nature; and
that severe afflictions might have be-
gun to dishearten hirm.

~John bhad never named Christ ex-
pressly as the Messiah, but only had
declared, that one who was coming
after him was to be ¢ preferred before

' him, whose shoe-latchet he was un-

worthy to unloose.” John’s doubting
whether he was right in supposing
Christ to be the Messiah, though it
was an evidence of his weakness and
instability, yet, at the same time, is a
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strong evidence that there was no
collusmn, no unfair understandmg be-
tween him and our Saviour.

And this opinion appears to me to’

be much confirmed by the context;

“for the Evangelist Matthew ex plesﬂ

| 1_nform_s, us, that when John heard in
prison of the works of Jesus, he sent
two of ‘his disciples to him, who were
to say, * Art thou he that should
come, or do we look for another?” Not
theleastintimation is given that John's
disciples had any doubt that Christ
was the Messiah, or any desire of being

further informed. On the other hand,

the most natural construction of these
words 1s, that John -wanted to have
his own scruples removed. And ac-
cordingly our Lord instructs the mes-
sengers to deliver thisanswer to John:
“ Go, shew John the things which ye
do hear and see,” &ec.
could mot come in person to receive
the satisfaction he wanted, because he
was in prison; and our Lord might
not think it prudent to have a personftl
mtervww with him, because he was
his near relation, and had been his
avowed advocate and friend, lest a
plausnble handle might be given his
enemies, for pretending their inter-

view was contrived to LOI]CEl‘t mea-

sures to carry on a fraud and imposture
between them. John, therefore, sends
two of his disciples, and Christ gave
them the amplest satisfaction. But
our Lord was so apprehensive, when
they were gone, that the multitude
would make reflections on these scru-
ples of John to his disadvantage, that
he first takes occasion frankly to ani-

madvert on his fickleness and want of

faith, and irresolution as a man, and
then, notwithstanding, to bear a most
honourable testimony to the greatness
of his character as a prophet. And as
soon as John’s disciples were departed,
_the historian informs us, that Christ
began to speak to the multitude con-
cermng John. ‘¢ And what went ye
put in the wilderness to see ? A reed
shaken with' the wind? And what
Weqt ye out for to see? A man cloth-
‘ed in soft raiment? Behold, they who
wear soft cloathing are in kings
honses.” As if he had said—See the
weakness of human nature, even in
%e greatest and best of men. Surely
1l‘hn has_heen (freaﬂy staggered ngh
't

is storm of adversity into’ which he

John himself

Jnames of
where Fellowship
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has fallen. Has it not caused him to
waver and fluctuate like a reed shaken -
with the wind? If he bad expected
to meet with no trial of his faith and
resolution, he should not have clothed
himself in the raiment of camels’ hair,
and put on a leathern gtrdle, and
trusted for his food to the provxsnons
of the wilderness. They who require
delicacies, and would be treated with
tendcrness, should seek a resideuce in
the palaces of princes. But thev who
go out on so arduous an enterprlse as
John, should be prepared to meet
with trials, and to bear up under dis-
appointments with unshaken resolu-
tion. Nevertheless, though John’s
faith has been ready to faxl him, yet
do not let this induce you to disregard
the testimony he has already borne
concerning wme, and to overlook the
past labours of his life, which deserve
high commendation. < For what
went ye out for to see? A prophet?
Yea, 1 say unto you, and more than
a prophet: for this is he of whom
it is written, Behold, I send my mes-
senger before thy face, which shall
prepare the way before thee; and
verily I say unto you, among ’them
that are born of women, there has
not risen a greater than John the Bap-
tist.”

I would not be too confident I am
right in this interpretation ; but it
appears to me the most natural and
the least forced and constrained, and
as such I submit it to the considera-
tion of your Correspondent.

JAMES MANNING.

-—‘—-—
Liverpool
S, June 28, 1819.
ITH my friend Mr. Fullagar,
[p- SON,B. I rejoice at the esta-
blishment of whatever has a tendenoy
to promote the cause of Unitarianism,
and to produce that union of exertion
which has long been felt to be essen-
tial to its dissemination. Much has
certainly been doune towards this great
poiut, but 1 think a most important
measure remains to be adopted, before
the same facilities are aﬁorded to us
as are possessed by other sects. Mr.
Fullagar suggests the utility of * the
pubhcatlon of a list of du thc religious
societies in our conpgxnon, ‘with, the,
1}1e1r mmni‘ﬁqrs, apd a ‘mofice
unds have been
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established,” &c.  Such an idea has
before appeared in the Repository,
but, with many others equally excel-
lent, has not been acted upon, and for
a very obvious reason, viz. the absence
of every thing among Unitarians, like
the organization observable in other
denominations, and which gives them
so decided an advantage in obtaining
or disseminating information. It is of
little avail to propose useful plans,
unless means are adopted for accom-
plishing them, and though individuals
are to.be found, willing to do a great
deal, no public good ought to be left
to chance or personal inclination.
Highly as | may think of the good
arising from the associations that are
from time to time forming in different
parts'of the kingdom, I cannot help
comparing them to branches without
any connecting head or centre. Their
sphere of usefulness is limited to a
certain circle, aud they are not as
effectual as they might easily be ren-
dered, for the circulation of general
and regular information. Tam aware
of the objections made to the forma-
tion of new establishments, particu-
larly whilst a disinclination is obser-
vable to join in those already existing.
A number of unconnected institutions
are certainly objectionable, but I per-
ceive no reason why One General As-
sociation, properly subdivided, should
not be able to take cognizance of
whatever affects the whole body of
Unitarians, excepting, perhaps, the
objects embraced by the Fund, which
seem to call for a separate manage-
ment. With this impression I joined
in the regret of several friends, that
the recent Assoctation for the Protec-
tion of our Civtl Rights, was esta-
blished for one-purpose only, whilst,
a8 an annual méeting of representa-
tives formed a part of the plan, other
objects might reasonably have been
connected with it. We are in the
habit of looking to the metropolis, as
@ common centre, and on every ac-
count I do not see where else could,
“with’ more propriety, be established
4 committee, aunually chosen, to form
tl}e head of a General Unitarian Asso-
ciation of the whole conmnexion. In
Correspondence with such a com-
Mittee, branches might be formed in
the country, b dividing the kingdom
Into ‘regular Ji'str‘icts, eaeh’ to choose
 treasurer, secretary, and, perhaps,

a local committee. The secretary
should keep a correct ¢ list of all the
congregations in his district, with the
names of their ministers,” &ec. To
this might be added the numbers in
each.congregation, and any alterations
or remarkable events should be ie-
corded. He might hold a correspon-
dence occasionally with the miunisters.
or members of congregations, particua-
larly when any event occurred which
should seem to demand the interfer-
euce of the London Committee, such
as the invasion of our ¢¢ Civil Rights,”
&c. 1[It is obvious, that with some
such organization as this, every spe-
cies of informatior~ would, with the
greatest ease, be obtained by the local
or L.ondon Committee, and nothing

“could occur of any momeut which

would not have the attention of the
competent authorities. It is of pri-
mary importance that meetings, open
to general attendance, should be peri-
odically held in each district, which,
either by letter or by delegates, should
communicate, to an annuzl meeting in
Loudon, any information that might
appear important or interesting to the
connexion. The beneficial effects of
district associations are already appre-
ciated, and it is only for them to be-
come general and systematic, to prove
that they would be the ineans of pro-

.ducing that concentration of effort,

so often called for among us. A
greater degree of intimacy and fellow-
feeling would be engendered by thiem,
information would be disseminated,
intelligence would be spread of cases
requiring pecuniary or other aid, and
plans for the promotion of our cause
would receive discussion. The Uni-
tarian Fund would find powerful sup-
port in such meetings, for, at present,
in many parts of the country its ob-
jects are very imperfectly understood,
nor would such glaring cases then be
allowed to pass unnoticed, as have
been brought before the public by
Mr. Proctor, [X11l. 688,] respecting
the situation of the chapels at Staf-
ford, Stone and Newcastle-under- Line,
«« which,” he thinks, ¢ by a little ex-
ertion and expense, might be rescaed
from their present degraded and use-
less condition.”

It may become a question as to the
best mode of raising and managing
the funds of such an Association.
The donations and subscriptions of
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individuals would undoubtedly form
a part of them; but 1 hope the time
is at hand when they will be increased,
so as to bear some proportion to the
wealth of our body, and become equal
to the demands made upon them.
The uecessity of forming Fellowship
Funds is becoming more apparent,
and the introduction of systematic
proceedings would have a powerful
tendency to make them universal. It
might be optional with the congrega-
tions to pay the whole or a proportion
of the amount raised by each, to the
district treasurer, for general pur-
poses; and this I conceive . would
-concentrate their strength, on a plan
preferable to that recommended by
"Mr. Awbrey, [ X1II. 703,] of ¢ making
‘the gentlemen of the Unitartan TFund,
in London, the central committee for
the Fellowship Funds.” Thus would
the Association be the means of ad-
ding greatly to our resources, parti-
cularly from congregations, and on
their contributions might be made to
depend any beunefits or privileges ari-
sing from it.

Perhaps, above almost every other
consideration, publicity in all our af-
fairs is nmecessary, in order to interest
and engage the attention of the indivi-
dials of our body. On this account,
a detailed report from the IL.ondon
committee, somewhat like the Yearly
Epistle of the Quakers, might be
published “after the annnal meeting,
and conveyed to congregations by the
district secretaries, with any additional
remarks of their own, that local cir-
cumstances might seem to demand.
By these means would be established
a chain of communication which would
bring the affairs of our whole bod
home to every fireside, and this, | am
persuaded, would amply repay any
expense or trouble attending it, by
removing the difficulty, too often
perceived, of creating individual in-
terest 1n events passing at a distance.

Objections have been raised by
some against such an organization as
I am proposing, on the ground that
the Unitarian body is not sufficiently
prepered to receive it; but to me it
appears that this argument would
have prevented the adoption of many
of the most important establishments
for human improvement. Besides
this, I scarcely see the justice of such
reasoning, when we look around us,

On Heathen Theism.

and see that already proceeding in 4
detached, irregular way, which [’
would endeavour to render systemy-
tic, and more extended in its opera-
tion. It is evident that, were we to
wait for uniformity of opinion, few
things would ever be commenced;
and [ see no reason to believe that,
were a beginning made, by howevey
small a number of persons, and dis-
tricts formed, there weuld not pe
found energetic characters in each,
willing to take an active part in the
necessary. arrangements. A number

“ofindividuals and congregations would

undoubtedly at ouce euter into such
a plan, and time, and the issue of
events, must be left to work convie-
tion in the minds of those who do not
at present see its utility.

In thus advocating the formation of
a General Unitarian Association, ] am
not supposing that the idea is a new
one, or that the end required may nat
be arrived at by a better mode than [
have imagined. My chief wish is to

excite the discussion of a proposition,

the adoption of which, in some shape
or other, 1 believe would effect that
union which is. called for in almost
every number of the Repository, and
enable us more 'effecinally to advance
the great cause of Christian truth in
the world. Ixperience has shewn

the inefficiency of the present ¢¢ rope

of sand,’ nor do 1 see what reason-
able objections can be raised against
our euntering into such a compact as
shall effectually bring to one common
bearing our scattered and disjointed
parts. .
- | T.
eI eee '
Sirg, June 17, 16519.

R. LELAND remarks, ¢ that

it is no unusual thing for Chris--
tian ‘writers, in their quotations from
Heathen authors, to produce passages
relating to the gods, as a proof that
the Heathens acknowledged the go-
vernment and attributes of the Deitly
in the Christian sense.” This charge
of ipaccurate representation he sus-
tains by a reference to “ Dr. Sykes's
Principles and Connexion of Natural

and Revealed Religion, Ch. xiv. p.

362," 'That learned divine had there
ascribed to the. Heathens ¢ a know-
Jedge and firm persuasion that there
existed one underived, etermnal, su-
preme, intelligent Being, Creator and
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‘Governor of the universe, good, pla-
cable, a punisher of vice, and rewarder
of virtue, whom they thought it their
duty to worship, and to pray to him,
and this Being they called God.”
This knowledge and persuasion they
are supposed to have attained ¢ by
‘.the mere light of unassisted reason,

without any help from revelation and

tradition.” N «

Dr. Sykes, as Dr. Leland farther
remarks, ¢ observes that < Cicero
well argues, that, if we grant that
God is an intelligent being, we must
grant that he directs and governs all
things.” And yet Cicero, in that pas-
sage, as he himself quotes him, speaks
not of God, in the sivgular number,
but of the gods. ¢ Si concedimus in-
telligentes esse deos, concedimus etiam
providentes, et rerum quidem maxi-
‘marum.” De Nat. Deor. Ltb. ii.” See
Leland on ¢ the Christian Revela-

tion,” Pt. i. Ch. xiv. 8vo.1. 311, Note.

[ was led to consider this subject
Jately, though not for the first time,
by reading, in Dr. Enfield’s able and
very instructive History, the follow-
ing concluding paragraph of the first
book of Barbarie Philosophy :

“ In the midst of every appearance
of ignorance, superstition and impos-
ture, it is, however, an mmportant
fact, that the doctrines of a Supreme
Deity, and the immortality of the soul,
were universally received. ¢ Who
does not adinire (says Allian, Var.
Hist. L. ii. C. 21) the wisdom of the
Barbartaus, none of whom ever fell
into the atheistical absurdities of Eu-
merus, Diagoras, Epicarus, and other
philosophers ?  No Indian, Celt or
Lgvptian, ever questioned whether
there were gods, or whether they
concerned themselves in the affairs of
men.'” [ have not Alian at hand,
but there is no reason to doubt Dr.
Enfield’s translation. It is extraor-
dinary that the learned writer did
not observe how ill his quotation
served to establish his opinicn, that
“the doctrine of a Supreme Deity,”
not a belief in gods, had been ¢ uni-
versally received” by those nations to
whoin he assigns ‘¢ the Barbaric Phi-
losophy.” The reception of that doc-
trine must, 1 apprehend, be confined,
on a strict examination, to ¢ the an-
cient Hebrews,” and we know where
they discovered it.

' - I. K.

o ’
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- Lfve;'pool, |
Sir, September 17, 1819.

YT gives me pleasure to find I have
been the means of exciting some

‘attention to so important a subject as

the Divine Influence.

In your last Namber, (p.4786,) T.F.
undertakes to defend the Compilers
of the Liverpool Hymun Books, by
stating that they did not mean 'to
convey the idea that supernatural
commumnications from the Deity are
to be expected as the result of our
petitions for divine illumination, any
more than, when using the words of
the Lord’s Prayer, « Give us this
day our daily bread,” they would
expect to receive a miraculous supply
of food. 'They do, however, seem to
believe that both truth and breed may
be expected to be granted in answer
to petitions forthem, and yet strangely,
as L. thiuk, deny such communications
to be supernatural. |

I have always thought that the pe-
titionary part of devotion must be
included in the inquiry into the sub-
ject of the Divine Influence, and it
was my intention to enter pretty fally
into it; but as T. F. has introduced
it in his letter, | shall, at present, con-

tent myself with offering a few queries

and remarks respecting it. If it be
a duty enjoined upon us in the New
Testament, which 1. F. assumes to
be the case, I would ask, whether the

‘precept and the prowmise are not

given by the same authority ; whether
they do nhot appear to be inseparably
connected, and whether they are not
equually obligatory—if so, how comes
it to pass that, as the duty is in these
days most unsparingly observed, it
appears impossible to specify a single
unequivocal instance of the appro-
priate observance of the promise?
Was not the fulfilment of the promise,
in the age in which 1t was given,
exhibited in a great number of 1oto-
rious facts; and by what means, ex-
cepting by undeniable facts, can the
exteusion of the promise to the pre-
sent tinze be proved? Can this be
done by shewing merely the possibi-
lity or advantage of such facts ?- Can
the Compilers of the Hymun Books
produce a single instance, either in
themselves or others, upon whose
veracity aud judgment they can rely,
of a proper answer having been given

to any one of those extraordinary
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petitions which T have selected ? Are
they sure that what the New, Testa-
ment says of prayer and of consequent
divine commauuications, was intended
for all future ages, as well as for the
miraculous age in which it was deli-
vered > If they are not certain of
this, mav they not, by misapplying
the Scriptures, bave become ¢ wise
above what is written,” or rather,
unwise respecting what is written,
and thus have mculcdted sentiments
which are mischievously erroneous,
and excited expectations which can-
not be realised? Those who in any
way Iead the public devotion, in my
opinion, ake on themselves great
responsibility, and of this 1 highly
applaud the Warrington (ompllers
for having been so fully aware. In
order to prevent misconception, 1 shall
just remark that, althcugh 1 cannot
perceive the probahlhty of an an-
swer, properly so called, being, =
these days, given to any petition, yet
I am as fully convinced, as any one
can be, of the tendeney which the
expression of our wishes for good
disposiiions naturally has tostrengthen
and confirm these dispositionsy and,
I will farther add, that | have no
doubt that this effect is often pro-
duced when these desires are expressed
in ‘the form of prayer to Almighty
God for them: at the same time it
seems 10 me clear, that the petitioner
deceives himself when he ascribes
these effects 1o a particular divine
. agency, when they are nothing more
than the result of the geneval laws of
God, or, in other words, of the natural
operations of his own miyd nnder the
influence of strong wishes and desires,
and might, 1 think, be obtained by
means much more simple and dlrect
than that of supplication.

In the next page of the same Num-
ber of the Repository, H. T". appears
as the advocate of prayer and of Di-
vine Influence.

Feeling, as 1 do, the adv.mtages of
all the other parts of devotion, 1 must
confess that | do not think the devo-
tional spirit requires sueh expressions
as those which 1 have selected from
the Liverpool Hymus, which H. T.
approves, and of which he thinks it
would be easy to give a rational and
satisfactory explanation. This expla-
nation, I much regret, he ‘has’ not
given, as it might have thrown much

Divine Influences.

light on the subject of pra,yer, and, at,
the same time, on that of Divine In-
fluence. o
It appears to me that all the phe-

nomena of the universe, whether ma-
terial, intellectual or moral, are the
effects of the operation of what are
called the laws of nature; that is, of
the qualities and propertles of the
materials of which the universe is
composed, and all these were created
by Almighty God, in order to accom-
{)hsh the grand plans of his henevo-
ence. These laws, however, except-
ing in miraculous times, seem to act
umformlv, regularly, and without any
interruption, even from any interfer-
ence, direction or controul, of their
great Kormer himself. Pnovxdence
meaning nothing more than those re-
gular operahons, affecting all beings,
however great, or however small, and
producing sometimes happiness and
sometimes misery, agreeably to the
original views of the great designing
Cause—thus he is ¢ the Fountain of

all our blessings” and of all our evils.

H. T. seems to admit these operations
of general laws; but in speaking of
God giving < bread,” ¢ fruitful sea-
SONSs,’ and ¢ O*mdan(.e in our spiritual
course, whlch we are to have for
praying for, he supposes that God
“ has at his command all the series of
natural causes,” that is, | should ima-
gine, that he interrapts this series of
natural causes, {which is precisely the
definition of a miracle,) * by placing
in-our way the means of improvement,

and adqptmg our principles to our
trials.” . T. adds, « surely this can-
not be thought irrational.” 1 confess
it appears to me very irrational, and
the more so, as “ God has actually
revealed his will to us in a superna-
tural manner,” that he should now

“ so order his providence,” that is,
interrupt the action of his own laws,
‘“ that this ho]y will may be under-
stood by us.”

I will grant H. T. that if the pro-
per answer to the petifion be given,
we may fairly be content with our
ignorance of the means by which the
Almighty communicated 1t If H. T,
will shew me facts, mdubltably prov-
ing the answer, 1 will promise not to
be very curious about the means.

What H. T. says of the conversion
of a Heathen, T do not understand, as
he asserts that the Supreme Being
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« promotes the influence, and super-
intends the efficacy of those means
which he has planned for our instruc-
tion.” In this case of the Heathen,
does he suppose that there is the con-
"nexion of cause and effect between
the prayer and the conversion? It
would rather, I thiuk, have the ap-
pearance of mere cuincidence, which
should mot, however, the less excite
his gratitude. o .

H. T. speaks of ¢ religion being
deprived of its influence” by the sup-
posed effect of prayer being denied,
as he imagines ¢ our help and pro-
tection” in some way to depend upon
it, and “ upon God's spirit iuterpo-
sing its energies in behalf of his crea-
tures.” What does all this mean ?

With respect to * the personal re-
Jation” of God to his creatures, | know
nothing more, and H. T. proves no-
thing more, than that he has created
them, and -given them faculties for all
necessary purposes; that he preserves
or destrors them, agreeably to 'the
general laws of his uuniverse; that he
has cousulted their happiness by in-
terfering with his geweral laws, in
order to communicate highly impor-
tant instruction and information by
Jesus Chirist 5 and that, according to
the use they shall make of their facul-
ties, and of their opportunities for
improvement, their future state will
be determined.

As H. T. will not suffer me to call
those influences which he has men-
tioued supernaturil, I must be per-
mitted to consider them as natural
phenomena, or cffects of some fixed
law or laws of nature, requiring, like
all other natural phenomena, thc evi-
dence of facts to prove their existence:
the evideuce | demaud. lu short,
without such evideuce, all the sup-
posed proofs of the New Testameut
in favour of such interpositions, must
be considered as inapplicable to the
preseut dav, and must be limited to
the miraculous age of the Christian
Church, .

| L. J. J.

—*——

Q7

ing no longer the ways of Providence
to assist us in the explanation of pro-

phecy, we are left to the fulilment of

the figures of prophecy in former times
to determine upon those events that
are to take place in the succeeding
ages. Being come to that peculiar
period when the church of God is to
wield the scepire of human govern-
meut, it may be as well to give, first,
the prophetic description of that
church, as recorded Rev. iii. 14—22,
1. Its name, the Church of Lao-
dicea, lao, the people, dices, their

_rights: the charch which shall rule

the nations, and be the cause of all
the people of those nations possessing
their long-lost rights. Here, then,
we behold the consequence of the
triumphs of Christianity ; the oppres-
sor is destroyed, and the oppressed is
set free. | |

2. This long-desired church, the
anticipation of. past ages, will, to the
true Christian, prove a disappoint-
ment of his warmest expectations.
He will see uuiversal liberty of con-
science, the execution of the pure
principles of justice, and these prin-
ciples arising out of the intelligence
of every mind, aund by universal pragc-
tice, become the very habit of society ;
but, with all these advantages over
past ages, there will not be found
that fervid piety and ever-active gra-
titnde to God, and filial dependence
on him, which regulated the conduct
of Paul, and will regulate him who
has been forgiven much, and, there-
fore, loveth much. Wisdom is the’
fruit of experience. Jesus himself
was made complete by his sufferitgs,
and where that which is lovely and
beautiful is performed by babit, and
not by choice, in the midst of tempta-
tion, there cannot be much virtue in
its performance.

3. This church, from the loveliness
of their universal orgaunization, will
consider themselves as rich and having
no need ;3 but Jesus, who was no iuke-
warm character, will consider them
as wretched, miserable, tmpoverished,
blind and naked, deficient of all the

On the Contents of the ook of requisites of true virtue. Their state

Revelation.
No. V.7
[See pp. 42, 113, 317 and 416. ]

E.are now come $o the most
- difficult partof thia beok : hav-
VoL. x1v. 4 U

had been that of unmixed good, and
they were, therefore, deficient of that
true wisdom which cannot be ob-
tained without -baving first paraken
of the fruit of the tree of kuowladge
of good and evil. |
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4. The counsel of Jesus to this
church is to buy, or acquire of him,
gold purified by fire, or faith, (1 Peter
i. 7,) and an eyesalve, that the eyes of
their mind may see things in a healthy
mauner, and white raiment, or righte-
ousness; i. e. dropping the figures,
that they may see through all ages
past, man has lived a life of virtue,
to be a son of God, a first-born of
heaven, by not living upon the things
of tinie and sense, but by living 1n
confident expectation of receiving the
Divine promises. 'Thev, seeing this,
would look forward with holy expec-
tation for the coming of Jesus, to be
personally united to his church: this
alone could lead them into every
proper feeling and righteous obedi-
ence that would fit them to sup with
Jesus, and Jesus with them, at that
marriage supper which was so at the
door of that age, that, as this Laodi-
cean state ceases, that of the marriage
of the Lamb will commence.

Turning to the political state of the
world that is to be during this Laodi-

cean Charch, it will be found so mu- .

tually in unison, that every reflecting
mind will say that such a political
-state must necessarily be productive
of such ecclesiastical consequences.
Chap. xx. 1—3. An angel, or mes-
senger, comes from the throne of poli-
tical power, having the key of human
authority over the abyss, or congre-
gated nations, and he laid hold of the
dragon, that old serpent who is the
devil{ (the accuser) and Satan, (the
adversary,) and he bound him one
thousand years. The dreadful battle
of Armageddon closed the last poli-
tical state, in which the Dragonic, or
German Rome’s army, with all its
leaders, perish, and this binding of
the dragon is the cousequence; the
conquest of the Germanic Roman
empire, and all its political accusing
manners adverse to the spirit of Chris-
tianity are restrained for a thousand
years; so that during that period,
throughout the world, the dragon, the
emblem of idolatry, the serpent, the
emblem of policy, the devil, the em-
blem of humau desires, and Satan, the
emblem of every thing adverse to
human happiness, these shall have no
dominion over man. But the same
human propensities, though restrained,
will remain, and be permitted, at the
end of the thousand years, to act upon
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human society, and, for a short time,
to deceive the nations.

Vers. 4—6. In vi. 9, the prophet
saw, at the opening of the fifth seal,
under the altar, the (tves of them who
are slain for the word of God ; at the
11th verse they are commanded {o
rest until their fellow-servants and
thetr brethren, who, like them, should
be killed, should be completed. 1In
these verses, the prophet views these
Jatter, who had beeun destroyed under
the empire of the beast, united with
those Kkilled under the dragon, and
exalted to throues, not really, but fi-
guratively: as the blood of Abel from
the grouud cried out for vengeaunce
on the murderer, so the principles of
divine truth, for which the martyrs of
Jesus died under the empires of the
dragon and of the beast, are now ex-
alted to dominion, and this is their

first resurrection. In the doctrines
of Jesus which they taught, aud

which, with Jesus, they had died to
maintain, these doctrines or priuci-
ples now have the full government
of mankind. |
Vers. 7—10, describe the end of
the thousand years, that at their close
the restraint of human laws will be
relaxed, and that pride and the lust
of dominion will be perniitted to lead
the greatest part of mankind to unite
and go in array against Jerusalem,
and the camp of the saints, when they
shall be wholly destroyed by fire
from heaven, and with them all hu-
man political power and all false
instruction shall end for ever. This
last tremeudous act being the closing
period of all human existence, it ne-
cessarily follows that every ambitious
desire, as well as every adverse dispo-
sition of man to divine truth, must
also cease for ever {o exist, as these
passions can only belong to a state of
flesh and blood. _
Vers. 11—15. The prophet baving
closed the millenial age, and Laodi-
cean Church state, here introduces
the throne of judgment. Before his
presence who sat upoun it, heaven and
carth, or all human and ecclesiastical
polity flee away, whilst the dead,
small and great, stand at the bar Qf
God, before Jesus the Judge,‘(JUh"
v. 22; Acts xvii. 31,) to be Judged
by their actious; and the conclusiol
of this awful scene is, that death and
the grave, with all whose names ar¢
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not found among the living, have been

cast into the lake of fire, of which it

is said, this is the secoud death. The
first death we know to be a cessation
of consciousness; the second death
must be like it. The wicked, there-
fore, who undergo this punishment,
cannot be in a state of suffering, but
in a state of unconsciousness.

Chap. xxi. We are now come to
that age which closes all divine reve-
Jation, the hope of the milleunial saint,
the grand @®ra of the counsummation
of man. The prophet, at its com-
mencement, beholds a new feaven, or
ecclesiastical polity, and a new earth,
or civil government, and no more sea,
or nations, governments and peoples,
as it had before been. :

Vers.2—5, describe, by way of
introduction, the scenes that are about
to take place under this period. The
saints, or first-born of God, in the
character of a holy city descending
with Jesus to dwell upon the earth,
whilst a leud voice from the throne of
power proclaims, that the tent of God
is fixed among wmen, and that they
shall be his people, and God himself
shall be their God, and that he will
wipe all tears from their eyes; that
sorrow, crying, pain, and death, shall

be no more, but the whole should be
made new.

Vers.6—8, appear to be an address,
by God, to such as are in search
of wisdom: .to them who thirst for
kuewledge he will freely give the
waters of life, 1. e. divine instruction,
that he who, in any age, overcometh,
shall inherit all the promises God
hath made 5 but that all who are the
characters he here describes, shall
undergo the punishment of the secoud
death.

Ver. 9. The prophet is invited to
see the church of God under the cha-
racter of the bride, the Lamb's wife,
and he is then shewn the descent of
tlie new Jerusalem, descending from
(10‘}, out of heaven.

Vers. 10—«7. The holy
therefore, not to be taken as literal,
but as ligurative 5 a description of the
church of God, built upon the foun-
dation of the apostles and teachers,
Jesus himself being the chief corner
stone.  In this city of God there will
Hot be occasion for a temple; for
SVery one will then acknowledge Je-

ovah, and worship him in spirit and

city 1is,

or9

in truth. There will be no occasion,
in this glorified church, for a sun or
ruling power, nor for a moon, or ma-
gisterial authority, reflecting back the
light received from the supreme au-
thority ; for laws are not made for
righteous persons, but for the lawless
and disobedient : but where all are
righteous, and every one obedient,
government becomes unnecessary,—
Like the planets, every one unerringly
performs his course; and the nations
of the earth, raised from the second
death, amongst whom, vers. 2—5,
God bhath fixed his tent, over whom
he hath placed rulers, ver. 24, who
bring their glory and magnificence
into the city. ‘These nations walk in
the light of the city or church, but
whatseever remaineth-impure, remain-
eth without the church till purified,
and fitted to enter intoit. -

Chap. xxii.,, goes on to describe
what is meant by this walking in the
light of the city, and its consequences,
the healing of the natious.

Ver. 1. The prophet is shewn a
pure river of living water, proceeding
from the Lamb on the divine throne.
A river—the Psalmist explains this,
of ever-flowing instruction—proceeds
from the LLamb on the throne of God.
2. The tree of life is surrounded by
this river, having twelve fruit seasons,
and yielding every month its fruit, and
the leaves of the tree are for the healing
of the nations. Solomon observes, that
“the frurt of the lips is the tree of
life.” 'I'be twelve fruit seasons are,
probably, the apostles, keeping up
the tcmple symbol, in their priestly
courses, giving that instruction to the
nations which cometh directly fromn
God, through Jesus, to his apostles;
aud whilst they eat of the fruit of this
tree of knowledge, they walk under
the shade of apostolical protection till
restored to purity. The end shall
be; 3, the curse shall cease; the
I.amb shall be enthroned universal
monarch; 4, his servants, in their
gradations of virtue, shall, in their ap-
poiuted places of diguity, see him and
serve him; 5, there shall not again
be a night of error, or nced for the
Iamp of instruction, or a necessity for
temporal sovereignty, or of a human
magistracy, for God himself, through
Jesus, shall enlighten maunkind, and
rule them to the consummation of the
ages. Then the divine work being

AN
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completed, Jesus himself will resign

the throne to the Father, and God

shall be all in all.
eome, Lord Jesus.
The favour of ounr Ruler, Jesus,

the anointed, be with you all, Amen!
T. T.

Amen, even sO

s e
The Noneonformast.
No. XV.

On the Sentiments of the early Conti-
nental Reformers respecting Reli-
gtous Liberty. |

HE Reformation from Popery,
effected in the sixteenth cen-
tury, is justly regarded by all Protes-
tants as a noble and gigantic effort of
the human mind to emancipate itself
from a most oppressive aud debasing
bondage. The men who achieved
this mighty work have deserved well
of  their species: and the gratitude of
their posterity will accompany the

remembrance of their deeds, as long .

“as trath and freedom shall obtain the
preference over error and slavery.
Whether the agents in this under-
taking were in all cases actuated by
the purest wmotives ; and whether,
when their labours were followed by
success, the result was in every in-
stance what, in the sincerity of their
hearts, they had wished and aimed to
accomplish, will not at present be
inquired. With Fespect to many of
the principal persons, it is, however,
due to justice to state, that their inte-
grity is above suspicion. It must be
readily acknowledged that they have
honourably earned, and well
richly merited, whatever meed of ap-
probation has been awarded to them
by the public voice.

In reviewing the conduct of the
Reformers at the outset of their career,
it appears evident that they must
have acted on the broadest principle
of religious freedom. The relizious
system: in which they had been edu-
cated, was embraced and upheld by
the governments of their respective
countries, which admitted the extra-
vagant pretensions, and submitted to
the spiritual domination of the Roman
pontiff'; it was interwoven and iden-
tified with their national institutions ;
it was imposed aupon their belief and
practice by the authority of the civil
constitutions.;, and it exacted from.
them entive and implicit obedience,

and ’
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under the severest civil penalties,
They could nof, therefore, depart
from any prescribed form of worship,
they could not discard one tenet of
their creed, or embrace asingle article
of faith not comprehended in the
public formularies, without, in effect,"
renouncing their allegiance to theip
rulers in matters purely religious,
and tacitly denying their authority to
legislate for their consciences. It ig
possible that they were not them-
selves aware of the real ground on
which they acted. Their thoughts
might have been too intent on the
corruptions they were aiming to re-
move, to look at all the other cousi-
derations counnccted with their pro-
ceedings. But whether they were
conscious of the fact or not, the prin-
ciple by which they were impelled,
to which they owed their triumph,
and by which alone their revolt from
their spiritual governors could be jus-
tified, necessarily assumed the right
of every man to follow the dictates of
his own judgment in the formation
of his religious faith, aud to makea
public profession, and, if necessary,,
a publc defence, of his opinious.
When, however, we look at the pro-
ceedings of the same persous at a

‘subsequent period, and after they had

obtaiued for their own system the pa-
tronage of the state, we can no longer
trace the workings of this principle.
Facts crowd in upon us, which bear
with them decisive proofs, either that
their minds had never been properly
expauded by just and comprehensive
views of religious freedom, or that
their ideas had been strangely altered,
and miserably countracted, by the pros-
percus change which had taken place
in their circuinstances. For, scarcely
had they broken their fetters, and
hurled from: his throne the spiritual
despot who  had so long tyrannized
over their consciences, before they
raised to his place another of their
own creating, differing from his pre-
decessor chiefly in his outward form
and lineaments, whom they employed
at their pleasure to tyrannize over the
consciences of others.

‘T'he apparent inconsistency thus
displayed in the conduct of the early
Continental Reformers, considered
whilst they were themselves strug-
ghng for freedom, and after they had
become the predominant and ruling
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arty, renders it a subject of in-
par Y 0 . . .
teresting inquiry to ascertain what
the opinions were wh\‘ch they really
entertained and publicly professed
respecting religious liberty. ltis pro-
posed to devote the following Iissay
to this investigation. 1t is intended
¢hat it should be chiefly historieal,
and be, fur the greater part, restricted
to a statement of the seutiments of
those eminent persons ou this point,.
as they are to be collectgd from thejr
priuted works, or are dlus&rated i1
particular instances by their treat-
meut of certain individuals who dis-
sented from their ereeds.

The Reformers, whose sentimeunts
will be here noticed, may be conveni-
ently divided into the four folowing
classes. The first will comprise those
of Germanv, with Luther at their
Lhead: 1the second will embrace those
of Switzerland, who range under Zu-
inglius and Calvin: the third will
comprehend those of Holland, whose
religion emanated from the Helvetic
school, aud was adopted by the state:
and the fourth will comprise the Auti-
trintarians of the same period,

Luther, the father of the German
Reformation, will demand the first
attention. The writings of this justly
celebrated person contain many libe-
ral sentiments on the subject uuder
cousideration, which well accord with
the honourable part he acted in his
arduous struggle against the power of
the Roman see. ¢ The soul,” he ob-
serves, *“ is not subject to the autho-
rity of Caesar: for this it cannot iu-
struact or lead, can wneither kill nor
make alive, can neither bind uor
loose, can neither judge nor condemn,
nor detain, nor send away.”* < He-
retics,” he elsewhere remarks, ¢ can-
not be restrained by external force. It
18, therefore, mecessary to deal with
them in some other way than with
the severity of the sword. This busi-
ness must be managed with the word
of God. 1If, iu this way, you fail of
Success, you will in vain resort to
worldly power, even though you
shoul.d fill all places with blood. He-
reésy 1s something spiritual, which no

Tt ——

- -

. * Luther, de Sublim. Muadi Postestute,

(?l.‘Q()-. ' Minus. Celsus, de Hareticis

bﬂPllflll.Su.ppliuia- non Afficiendis, fol. 2,
.. edit. secnnd, 1584.. -
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iron can cut to pieces, no fire con-
sume, no worldly water wash out or
overwhelm,.” * S

It must not be supposed, however,
that with these just views of the in-
efficacy of the cwil power to affect
the convictious of the mind, he would
leave men at full liberty to dissemi-
nate their sentiments, if they were in.
opposttion to the established creed.
‘“ As no one,” he writes, ‘ ought to
be compelled by force to faith. and
the gospel, so neither must they be
permitied by the magistrate to blas-
pheme : but, being summoned, let
them be beard and let them hear ; and
when they are unable to answer, and
refuse to believe, they ought inune-
diately to be forced to silence.” §
““ The magistrate,” he again states,
¢ is the keeper, not only of the second,.
but most of all of the first table of the
law. He is to punish idolatries, blas-
phemies, execrations and perjucies.
Herctics, when brought before him,
as contumelious against the true God,
teaching others their blasphewmies, he
is to restrain.” I | - ~

But though Luther was for coercing
and silencing heretics, by whom we
are to ‘understand in this inquiry all
who held doctrines which were at
variance with the popular faith, he
was not disposed to take away their
lives. It will be seen, however, that
his reason for this is grounded upon
considerations of policy, rather than
upon the broad principle of justice,
which. knows no distinction of persons
or creeds, but would grant to all
alike the equal privilege of thinking as
they pleased, and speaking what they
thought. Oun the question, whether
it be lawful to put false prophets to
death, he thus expresses himself: < I
am reluctant to punish with death,
even where it has been abundantly
merited. What frightens me in this
casel1s, the train of consequeuces which
we behold in the Papists, Antichrists,
and the Jews, among whom, when it
had been decreed, that false proplyets
and Jews should be put to death, it
came to pass in the course of time,

* Minus Celsus, ubi supra, fol. 106, b.

+ Bock, Mist. Antititrin. 11, 290.

I Beza, de Hwmreticis & Civili Magis-
tratu puniendis Libellus, &c. (8vo. 1564)
fol. 201.
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that none but holy prophlets and in-
nocent persous were executed under
the authority of the law,—armed with
which, wicked magisirates adjudged
whomsoever they pleased to be here-
tics. | fear that the same thing would
happen among us also if once, by a
single example, it were shewn to be
lawful to put seducers to death, since
we have hitherto seent among the Pa-
pists, by an abuse of this law, mnocent
blood shed instead of guilty. Where-
fore, 1 can on no account admit that
false teachers should be put to death.
It is sufficient that they be restrained.
Should posterity be inclined to abuse
this mode of punishment, they will
offend less grievously, and injure only
themselves.” * |

The conduct of Luther towards
those who differed from him in opi-
nion, was, in geveral, in perfect ac-
cordance with the sentiments and
temper displayed in these extracts.
As far as appears, he never imbued
his hands in the blood of any mart:r
to conscience; but several occasious
are recorded by the historians of his
life, on which he evinced a spirit of

* Ego ad judicium sanguinis tardus
sum, etiam ubi meritum abundat. Tum
in hac cawrsa terret me exempli sequela,
quam in Papistis, ac Antichristis et in Ju-
dxis videbimus : ubi cum statutum fuisset
Pseudoprophetas et Judmzos occidi, sue-
cessu temporis factum est ut non nisi sancti
Piopheta et innocentes occiderentur, auc-
toritate ejus statuti, quo immpil magistratus
freti Pseudoprophetas et hxreticos fece-
runt quosquos voluerunt. Idem sequutu-
rum esse timeo et apud nostres, si semel
uno exemplo licitum probari poterit sedue-
tores esse occidendos, cum adhue apud
Papistas videamus, hujns statuti abusu,
innocentem sanguinem fundi pro nocente.
Quare nullo modo possum admittere, falsos
doctores oceidi : satis est eos relegari:
qua peena si postert abuti volent, mitius
tamen peccabunt, et sibt tantum nocebunt.”
Bock, ubi supra, Vol. II. fol. 165. This
learned historian, after citing the above
passage, remarks: ¢ Ipsum tamen Luthe-
rum aliquando niminm irae suwe indulsisse,
cum persequeretur Carolostadium, non ego
necarem. Plares, qui tolerantiam postn-
Iarunt a poptificiis haud raro non tole-
rantes se exhibuerunt.  dntitrinitarios
vero limitibus esse circumscribendos, ne
placita sua ullro disseminent, errorisque
soclos conducant, memo negabit, qui peste
Juetle infict posse sanos, recordatur.”
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the bitterest intolerance towards per-
sons who dissented from his viewg

~on particular points of doctrine ang

church discipline. His treatment of
Carolstadt, his associate in the work
of reformation at Wittemberg, wlhom
he persecuted in various ways, and
at length caused to be banished from
Saxony, may be meutioned as one
instance.* Another is furnished by
his behaviour towards the Swiss Re-
formers who differed from him on the
subject of the real presence, in the
Sacrament. With these persons he
would keep no terms—scarcely al-
lowing them to be Christians. + Re-
ferring to them, in-a passage of his
Commentary on the Galatians, he
exclaims—¢ accursed be that charity

‘which Is preserved at the expeunse of

faith,—to which every thing ought to
be sacrificed—charity, apostle, an an-
gel from heaven.” I |

Having thus stated the sentimeuts
of Luther, his friend and associate
Melancthon offers himself in the next
place to notice. His opinions respect-
ing rehgious liberty, it will be seen,
corresponded in every material re-
spect with those of Luther. L.ike the
latter, he cownsidered the magistrate
to be inivested with authority in spiri-
tual things. ¢ Although,” he wvrites,
“ the magisirate does not judge, or
change the opiuions which lie con-
cealed in the mind, he ought never-
theless to prohibit external offences,
for the glory of God, and to prevent
more persons being corrupted by li-
centiousuess and example. Where-

fore kings, princes, and magistrates,

should in these days also overlook
the churches, to take care that they
be rightly instructed, in order that
the minds of men may be led to the
irue invocation of Ged, and to the
other duties of piely; to prohibit the
worship of idols, and the teaching
and confirming of erroneous opinions,

* Mosheim’s Eeccles. Hist. Cent. xvi.
Sect.iii. Partii. xxii., Parag. with Dr. Mac-
laine’s Notes. Priestley’s Church Hist. V.
256, 265.

+ Priestley’s Church Iist. V. 283—
285. Mosheim, Cent. xvi, Chap. ii. Sect.
i. Parag. xxviii.

T ¢ Maledicta sit caritas, qua servatur
cum jactura doctringe fidei, cui omnia ce-
dere debent—Caritas, Apostolus, Angelus
¢ cmlo,”  Bock, ubi supra, fol. 155.
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r‘epugnant'to the gospel, by whatever should be any persons who disapprove
class of meun they may be propa- that severity.”=

ated.”* Other passages might be = It is possible that Melancthon’s
cited to the same effect, wherein he oOpiniob of this case might have been
allows the magistrate to be, in con- fm:med upon the gross calumuies and
junction with the church, a judge in nglsrepreseutatious which the friends of
matters of faith, and asserts his autho- Calvin, and Bullinger himself among
rity to restrain men from acting upon others, industriously circulated re-
their own independent judgment in specting Servetus, in order to remove
respect to the worship of God, and the odium .whxch was so generally
promulgating opinions hostile to the cast upon him as the "instigator of the
established religion.t  Melancthon, murder. This at least is the most
however, no where maintaius the right charitable supposition. Bock, -how-
of the magistrate to punish opinions ever, himself a Lutheran, and an
with death. ‘There is, nevertheless, a admirer of Melancthon, scruples not
passage in his works which, if strictly to ascribe this expression of his ap-
interpreted, would go to prove that probation to a less houourable cause.
there were cases in which he deemed ¢ Melancthon,” says he, ¢ otherwise
it justifiable to resort to this extie- very far removed from all passion
‘mity. It occurs in a letter to Bul- and violence, seems, agreeably to his:
linger on the subject of Servetus's courteous manner, to accommodate
murder. ‘¢ I have read,” he states, himself to the Helvetic churches.”t
“ your answer respecting Servetus's It is surely carrying courtesy a little
blasphemies, and | approve your piety too far when it leads those who pride
and your judgments. 1 consider the themselves on their urbanity and
Senate at Geneva to have acted rightly politeness, to compliment other men
in cutting off an obstinate man who upon their crimes.

would not refrain from his blasphe- ~ The sentimeuts expressed by Luther
mies. And [ ain surprised that there atid Melancthon, 1 the passages w hich
have been quoted, may be taken as the
standard of the opiuion of the German

. rgy 3 . -

mutat arcanas opiniones in mente, tainen 5::‘2";“8‘!“3.' lhl:’l ap\peba.rb.tﬁg)ml*\a dlls°
externa delicta prohibere debet propter LPCCIreallse oh theslibject by trede-
gloriam Dei, et ne plures corrumpantur TiCK Baldwin, in the form of a thesis,
licentia et exemplis. Quare Reges, Prin- maintained in 1608.?» at the University
cipes et Magistvatus etiam hoc tempore of Wittemberg, in which he held
Inspiciant ecclesias, et eurent eas recté the office of theological professor. It
doceri, nt flectantur animi hominum ad is iutituled, ¢ A 'I'heological Dispu-
Z&'f‘."" Dei invocationem, etad alia pietatis  tation coucerning Heretics, and the

cra, et prohibeant coli idola, ac docert  yanner in which they ought to be

et confirmary fals: aintan : - . , .
cum E mari falsas opiniones pugnantes punished.” I It is unnecessary here
tm Lvangelio, & quocungue geunere homi- |

um sparguntar.”’— Melancthon,Loci Com-

Munes, (8vo. Basil, 1558,) pp. 612, 613. audacid fingunt haretict suos errores, alii

1 I3Y 3 . - s .
T Owmnes hi errores ex hoe uno fonte alios.”—Loci Communes, ubi supra, fol.
“Muntur, qudd putant homines sibi licere, @G60.

fingere suo arbitrio. opiniones de Deo, et *» ¢ Legi qua de Serveti blasphemiis re-
cultus. Sicut et Aaron putabat, fingens spondistis, et pictatem ac judicia vestra
cultum ad vituli simulacrum : et Jeroboam probo. Judico etium Senatum Geneven-
audacissime abducens p()pulum Israel A seim recte fe(;is;se’ quod hominem pertina-
templo Dei ad sua sacrificia. Hic elamant  ¢em, et non omissurum blasphemias,
sapientes :—Quid hzec res mali habet? gystulit. Ae ipiratus SN, e€sse, (ui seve-
Cur non concederetur augere honesta jpitatem illam improbent.””—Melancthonis
exercitin?  Quid Ethoici, quid Aarvon, Counsilia, P. ii. p. 204 ; Bock, ubi supra,
quid Jeroboamn, aliud volebant, nisi ut IJ. 380.
noticia Dei conservaretur, ut populus ad + ¢ Melancthon, ab omni impetu et vio-
INvocationem invitaretur, ut bomis exer- lentia alids remotissimus, Helveticis Ceeti-
c""s_ ad pia opera assuefieret? Hee bus, pro more suo blandiloquo, se accom-
Species, et hoe mifavohoysou semper fefelle-  mnadasse videtar.”— Bock, ut supra, 1L
‘r‘“ﬂt, falluut, et fallent genus humwanum.”  380.

Sed b specios= rationes et arif avoloyiau 1 ¢¢ Disputatio Theologica de Hwereticis,
nbd.ucunt homines & verbo Dei. ldeo hi et quo Modo sint coercendi. Publicé pro-
Iudi 3 Deo prohibiti sunt. Nam simili posita in Academia Wittebergensi a Frede-

* & Etsi Magistratus non judicat nec
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sertation on the question—What con-
stitutes a heretic »—for his statements
“may after all be summed up in this
one definition, that a heretic is a per-
son who dissents from the authorized
faith. He coutends decidedly agaiust
the punishment of heretics with
death,* but maintains that they ought
to be restrained and coerced. The
duties of bishops and the ministers of
the church, in respect to such per-
sons, are, according to his opinion,

- .
= T

rico Balduino, S. S. Theol. Doctore et
Professore publico, Eccles. P. et S. &e.
Wittebergz, A. D. 1608,” 4to.

* In entering on this part of his argu-
ment, the learned professor thought it
right to apprize his auditors that he did
not intend to espouse the cause of heretivs
in what he advanced, (Section clvi)x
¢ Protestamus nos nequaguam hzretico-
rum causam agere, neque erroribus aut
maliticz ipsorum patrocinari: sed defes-
tamur eos, ut mancipia Salane, & quo
captivi ducuntur, juxta ejus voluntatem.”
This chapter contains, however, some very
liberal and excellent sentiments. He states
(§ elxxxvi.)) two reasons, urged by his
opponents against his argmnents, ¢ (1)
Fatetur Christus nemintem venire ad se,
nisi Pater traxerit eum, (Johan vi.). (2)
Si qui hoc pacto coguntur, non tam at
fidem, quam ad solicitudinem fidei coactio
fit, quod accidit credentibus haeriticis, et
in enore stolidioribus, quos non tantum
correptione, sed centum plagis, hoe est,
peenis ac incommodis compescendos esse
ait.”” To these he replies (clxxxvil):
¢ Ad primum dico: Frivola prorsus argu-
mentandi vatio ab actione'Dei intra homi-
nem, ad externam violentiam hominum,
Trahit Dens hominum animos verbo suo
tanquam verriculo et reti, quo ex nolen-
tibus facit volentes, ut tandem externo
quoque opere ianternam voluntatis suw
conversionem ostendant : Magistratibus
autem externa vi feré nihil aliud efficere
potest, quam ut externis actibus se com-
sentire simulent, animis plernmque semper
repugnantibus.”  (clxxxviii ) ¢ Alterum
quod objicitury inane cavillum est; non
enin hoc queritur, num, qui segniores
snut in fide compescendi sint legitimis
mediis, ut majorem fider et salutis sax
curam habeant; sed num externa vi, pree-
sertim caputahy, qunalis Inqnisitoribus His-
panis familiaris est, cogendi sint, aut cogi
possint: media longa meliora sunt, dili-
gentior institutio 3 erroris, cni hactenus
patrocinali fuerunt, denndatio; solida
ejusdem refitatio, utilitatisque et certitu-
dinis docirinee divinitus inspirate demon-
stratio,”” &ec. |
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1. to observe and watch them wity,
diligence, to prevent their titrusion
into the office of the ministry, t,
seduce the ignorant: 2. to adnfbuish
them: 3. if they continue pertinaci-
ously to hold and promulgate theip
opiuions, to shun them, aund refraiy,
as far as possible, from all intercourse

~with them. -

The duties of magistrates in eccle.
siastical matters, &c. he states to be,
1. to guard against the admission of
unsound teachers into the church, by
the establishment of confessions of
faith, and of forms of public worship
to be subscribed by them: 2. .to im.
pose upon them an oath of fidelity:
3. to depose ministers of vicious lives,
aud erronecus or inmpious sentiments:
4. to restrain the disseminators of
false doctrines, lawfully convicted by
the ecclesiastical authorities, and either
to commit them to prison, that they

may learn wisdom and cease to molest

others, or to banish them to a dis-
tauce, that, at least, the inhabitauts of
their territories may be safe from their
poison. Though, however, banish-
ment is the severest punisliment .he
prescribes for those whom he de-
scribes as heretics, he is not disposed
to be equally lenient towards persons
whom he deems blasphemers of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Of
fenders of this class, he judges, may
Jawfully be put to death, as the Jews
were accustomed to punish offenders
of the same designation, and as Valen-
tine Gentilis was treated at Berue,
and Servetus at Geneva. * But,” he
adds, ¢ with the exception of this
case, let the pious magistrate abstain
from the sword :—errors, aud not
men, are to be destroyed.” *

P

—

* cexxii, ¢ Episcoporum seu minis-
trorum officinum qud ad hareticos, triplex
est, juxta doctrinam A postolicam. 1 Dili-
gens inquisitio et observatio : hoe enim est
cavere Pseudoprophetas, attendere ne forte
in sincernm doctrmmzx evangelica MIms-
terinm  clanculiim sese insinuent dolosi
operarii qui impietati doctrinae scdueant
imperitiores.”” ccxxiil. ¢ 2. Alterum ofh-
cium est admonitio semel atque iferum
repetita. Non enim oportet verbi miuis-

.tros esse canes mutos, sed potentis ad re-

darguenduin ; ideogue D. Paulus vul.t non
unam saltem, sed et alteram adhortationem
ad hzreticos instituendam esse, (Ti. 11 10)

.Im qua et error ex Scriptura eostend imus,

errans Hebitn severitate ohjurgandns, et



Proposed Monument to Mr. Raikes.

,, - Birmingham,
Sir, - October'12, 1819.

~“HE last Monthly Magazine con-
1 tains the following suggestion:
« | beg leave, through the medium of
your Magaziune, to ask, if any of your
correspondents can inform me if a
monument, or any mark of public ap-
robation, has been made for Robert
Raikes, the well-known founder of
Sunday Schools,~—a name dear to the
phi]al‘lthropist; and 1 hesitate not to
say, as my firm belief, that through
him a!l the education that is now 1m-
parting in various ways to the poor,
is chiefly to be attributed.  In this
country of . extended benevolence,
surely such a man’s memory ought
not to pass into oblivion; such a cha-
racter deserves honourably to be re-
corded. 1 think, more than that of
the greatest statesman, philosopher,
or warrior. As an individual, { con-

errans dehita severitate objurgandus, et
ecclesiastica pena tergiversanti intermi-
neuda est.”” ccxxv. * 3, Tertium est
executio: quod si enim ne sic quidem
aliquid efficitur, sed is, qui haxreseos ex
Scriptura convictus, pertinaciter eam tu-
etur, tunc ad populum deferendus est,
haresis publicé refutanda, et ut omnes ab
ejusmodi bomine tanguam seductore et
perturbatore sibi caveant, sedulé monen-
dum. Hoe est hareticum hominem post
unam et alteram admonitionem wcepori-
Teecfos, devitare, rejicere, et ommne com-
mercium ejus, quoad ejus fieri potest,
fugere.”’

cexxviii. ‘¢ Magistratus quatunr habet,
quzt hoc in casu agat. 1. Curet ante
omnia, ut ministerinm ecclesiz sit puram,
ab ommni suspicione hareseos alienum.
Quam in rem publicis edictis seriptis et
confessionibus veram doctrinam compre-
bendere, et administris publicorum offici-
orum subscribendum propenere prodest.’”’
cexxix. ¢ 2. Ne tam facilé insinuare pos-
sint falsi doctores ad ministros suos in
politicis et ecclesiasticis muncribus jura-
:*‘lentu I-'Oliginnis sib1 devinciat.””

3. Ministros ecclesiz vel malé viventes,
vel impié docentes, officio deponat, alios-
qUue et sinceritate doctrine, integritate vita
tommendatos, accedentibus totius ecclesiw
Sl'ﬂl'ilgiis, substituat.”” cexxxi. ¢ 4.
‘?_1118{13 doctrine disseminatores, ab eccle-
SHstico ministerio legitimeé convictos, et
tamen ctiammam vel voce, vel seripto alios
S‘!duceums, compescat, eosque vel carcere
i "leC.t, ut et ipsi sapere discant, et alis
,m?le“_' CSSE desinam; vel ad suos procul
abire juheat, ut ad minimum sui territorii
eole ab eorum veneno tuti esse, possint.””
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ceive, Sir, that1 am in a most honeur-
able post when I sustain that of -~

“ A Sunpav-Scuoor TEACHER.

“ London, July 31, 1819.”” .

I cannot well describe my feelings
on the first glance of this paper;
whoever the writer may be, 1 hope
the hint will not be lost upon the
public. Une may envy the merit of
the recommendation, and I sit down
hastily (fearful of being forestalled)
to atone for the self-reproach of not
g the original. instigator, by
seconding the motion with fervent
sincerity. INo such public token that
I know of exists. I have, within
little more than the last month, seen
no less than three public, out-ef-door
monuments to the destroyers of man-
kind, viz. Nelson, Hill and Rodney;
these and similar ones obtrude them-
seives upon the eye of the traveller in
every direction ; when shall the bet-
ter feeling be as publicly excited of
admiration towards its real benefac-
tors? Who can withhold his assent
from the opinions so well expressed
by the ¢ Teacher,” and who does not
wish that his name would give an
impulse to his object? If the intro-
duction of Christianity and Printing,
have marked the two most important
epochs within their respective periods,

“that of the public patronage of in-

struction is fairly entitled to rank as
the third stage of improvement in the
human prospects of future ameliora-
tion and happiness. Ralkes seized
the fortunate moment; his zeal and
perseverance proved the practicabi-
htv of his theory; the natienal bene-
volence kindled at the shrine of his
ardour ;3 and without waiting for the
cold calculations of bigotry, supersti-
tion, pride, or selfishness, erected a
speedy, beauteous and permanent
strocture on an wnmoveable rock.
No impulse was ever more universal;
its progress was as rapid and uniform
as its object was beneficient and god-
like.. WNot a town, and scarcely a
village in the nation, has neglected to
honour iself by its efforts in the
cause; the whole continent of Europe
has caught the enthusiasm, and the
expatriation of Lancaster has carried
the sacred torch to illume the immea-
surable wilds of Amecrica.
Considering the Dissenters as some-
what more generally interested in the
(question than the members of the
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Established Church, (though Raikes
himself was of the latter number,) I
‘beg to submit this to their considera-
tiop through your liberal pages.—The
Fellowship Societies, so numercusly
established and establishing, would
furnish every facility for promoting
the design; not by any appropriation
of their-funds, but from the circum-
stance of an organized association
being already formed, combining, it

is presumed, the zeal aud intellect of

the united body. It may be objected
that these are not tinies to encourage
an idle display of gratitude or muni-
ficence, that the patriotic calls upon
the scantily-replenished purses of in-
dividuals are so numerous, that ob-
jects of real necessity ought to have
a decided preference; and that two
or three thousand pounds might be
much better employed in the schools
themseives, or in aid of the benevo-
lence that would gladly contribute
towards alleviating the sufferings of
the poor. Admitting that these con-
siderations should have their full
weight, yet, still it must also be al-
lowed, that every impulse that can
be given to the public mind in favour
of the grand principles of truth and
virtue, should be cheerfully em-
braced; aund neither would it be
contended that this expression of the
public sentiment would fail in its just
and high expectations. With respect
to the burden of-the expense, if every
adult in the kingdom, or every indi-
vidual who has already been bene-
fited by the institution of Sunday
Schools, should contribute no more
‘than owne peony, a mouument might
be erected on the summitof Snowdon
itself, not inferior to its own majestic
and sublime altitude.
JAMES LUCKCOCK.

P.S. (Nov.3.) Your Correspondent
(Phantom) Brevis (p. 616) accuses me
of twisting the sense of Mr. Russell’s
dispatch from Ilydrabad, by making
bim admit that he felt pleaswre in the
massacre of the H00 Arabs. | merely
-said, ‘¢ It does not appear that Mr. K,
had any hand in this work of bloed;
but it gives him uvmiongled pleasure,
without a particle of regret or com-
miseration :”’ and I still m:aintain that,
in a communication of four or five
lines, that the word pleesure should
be so counspicuous, without an iota of
palliative, is « sufficient presumption

that he sat down with feelings of high
exultation, untempered by the huina.
nity which the case so strongly called
for. Brevis may use the words « 3f.
flicting circamstance—deplore the pe-
cessity,” &c., but these are no part of
Mr. R.’s expressions or feelings. What
right have we, therefore, so to inter-
pret them, and which of us two has
inost exposed himself to the charge of
‘““ outrageous inference? 1 appeal to
candour and commou sense if the fol.
lowing paraphrase be not strictly
admissible : I am glad the Fort was
taken, though the event was attended
with such an tmmense sacrifice. And
will it not be allowed, ou the military
system, that Mr. R. would have been
justified in farther saying, If I could,
by a wish, restore the TFort and the
Arabs to the state they were in the
day previous to the attack, my attach-
ment to the interests of my country
would not permit me to do it? What
then must be the turpitude of that
system which could so far stifie the
claims of humanity as {o admit even
silence in a case of such tremendous
magnitude? See the wretched vic-
tims crowded, unarmed aund unoffend-
ing, in an enclosure in the Fortress,
and the ferocious assassins driving at
them with their bayonets!—and call-
ing themselves Christians! The suf-
ferers were only Arabs.—An anony-
mous attestation to character cannot
have much weight; but supposing
Brevis to be acquainted with Mr. R,
I will take him at his word, and be-
lieve his friend, in all the private rela-
tions of life, to be humane and bene-
volent ; but this only aids my geueral
argument. It is the system which
becomes answerable for the deformity
of mind which it inculcates; and this
must either be inherently vile, or our
feelings of compassion and human
kinduess are all delusive, and con-
tradictory to the duties of our station.
[t has been affirmed of Frederic the
Great (butcher), that after a battle,
where thousands of human hves were
sacrificed, he wept for the loss of his
«reyhound.  Such perversion and ob-
Jiquity of reason will warfare not
merely allow, but attempt to vindi-
cate. | do not say that Brevis is their
apologist; but why overlook the 11~
tended drift of my statement, to d}vglll
upon a pitiful and ungracious Ci}‘VlL
J. LUCKCOCK.

W—-—-



New Unitarian Chapel at Boston.

22 Szgﬁ'olk Pluce, Hackney Road,
SIR, November, 12, 1810.
AVING been acquainted with
the Unitarian congregation at
Boston from its first existence to the
resent time, having with pleasure
<een the gradual progress of Unitari-
apism in that towun, and being fully
acquainted with the present circums-
stances and prospecis of our brethren
there, in compliance with their re-
quest, and prompted by the interest
] feel in the promotion of trath and
charity, I beg permission, through
the medium of your valuable Repo-
sitory, to submit to the consideration
of the Unitarian public, and to re-
commend to their patronage, the case
of the new Unitarian Chapel at Bos-
ton.
The above congregation has existed
but a few vears; at first it consisted

but of a few persons, and, though

their number gradually increased, they
had to struggle through many difii-
culties, which, by steady persever-
ance, they have so far surmounted,
that, notwithstanding the opposition
they encounter from the prejudices
of their reputed orthodox neighbours,
the prospect of success, of a large and
respectable congregation being firmly
established, is much greater than the
most sanguine of them had dared, till
recently, to expect.

When the congregation was col-
lected, by the zealous exertions of
their first highly-esteemed miuister,
Mr. Platts, now of Doncaster, and a
chapel became necessary, as but little
money could be raised in Boston, it
was prudent to erect merely a small
place, on the most economical plan,
For a considerable time this place has
been found too small for the congre-
gation, and there is good reason to
think, were it larger, more people
would attend, who cannot at present
be accommodated ; aud the situation
of it (the best which could be ob-
tained at the time) has been found
very inconvenient. Such being the
case, after due deliberation, it has
been judged essential to the interests
of Unitarianism that a much larger
chapel, in a more eligible situation,
should be erected. Accordingly, a
Parcel of land has been purchased,
sufficient for the site of a chapel and
“,burying-gmund, in a most conve-
hient situation, near the middle of the

‘the gospel,
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town, and the shell of a commodious
chapel is nearly completed. The
estimnated expense of this undertaking
1s as follows, viz. : '

The ground cost - - £400 0 O
The erection of a party wall =~ -

about 1t - - ‘- 40 0 O
Estimated cost of the chapel 850 - 0 0

1290 0_ 0O

Towards the defraying of

which, the friends in Boston

have raised by their sub-

scriptions - - - 677 14 6
The value of the shell of the

old chapel was estimated

at £200, but it is feared it

will not sell for more than 130 O ©
Subscriptions already obtain- |

ed from friends at a dis-

tance - - - ~ 76 3 O

883 17 ©

Leaving a debt, at present un-

provided for, according to

the estimate, of - £406 2 6

I beg leave, in the name and on.
the behalf of the Unitarian congrega-
tion at Boston, to solicit the aid of the:
Fellowship Funds, and of the Unita-
rian puklic, towards the discharging.
of the above debt, necessarily incurred
for the promotion of a cause whichs:
every Unitarian must think highly
important. The population of Boston
is rapidly increasing, and is at present
supposed to amount to 9000 persons.
The nearest Unitarian congregation
to Boston is that at Lutton, which is
nearly twenty miles distant. The
surrounding district is very populous.
This undertaking is not an experi-
ment ; the ground is tried, and the
success morally certain. What the
friends at Boston have themselves sub-
scribed is a great proof and pledge of
their zeal, and, considering their num-
bers and circumstances in life, more
than is usually done in such cases.
The congregation contains a number
of promising young people. It is
hoped, the cousideration of these
things will recommeund this case to
the patronage of the liberal friends of
Unitarianism. [ am, Sir, very re-
spectfully, your and their servant in

R. WRIGHT,
.U. Missionary,
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P.S. I am happy to add the fol-
lowing recommendation of the above
case, by my worthy friend Mr. Lyons,
of Chester.

¢« 1 have witnessed, wilth great
pleasare, the very zealous and liberal
exertions of the Unitarian congrega-
tton at Boston, and, being well ac-
quainted with all the ecircumstances
of their case, do most cordially re-
commend it to the attention of our
brethren. |

«“ JAMES LLYONS.”

Subscriptions are requested to be
sent to the Rev. R. Aspland, Hack-
ney ; the Rev. W, J. Fox, 4 Suffolk
Place, Hackney Road ; or to the Rev.
D. W. Joues, and Mr. C. Wright,
Boston, Lincolashire.

- London,
November 15, 18109.

Dy. T. Rees's Account of u Correspon-
dence with W. Roberts, and the
Native Unitarian Christians at Ma-
dras.
Sir,
HE case of William Roberts, and
his little congregation of native
Unitarian Christians at Madras, hav-
ing excited considerable attention
among our Unitarian friends in the
metropolis and in the country, it will,
I doubt not, be interesting to them to
learn what has been deone in that
quarter since the last account was
published by Mr. Belsham, in Wil-
lilam Roberts’s second letter, which
was addressed to him. Last yvear, [
was instructed by the Unitarian So-
ciety to open an official correspon-
dence with Williaan Roberts on their
behalf, to convey to him a donation
of books, and to assure him of their
disposition to give him every en-
couragement and assistance in their
power, towards prosecuting the work
which he had so honourably and ably
commenced. On the 8th instant [
received a long letter from hun in
reply, dated Madras, the 30th of April,
1319. From this 1 transmit some
extracts, in the -hope that yoa will
admit them into the Repository. The
letter is at present under the conside-
ration of the committee, and will, 1
suppose be, like the others, printed
entire, or with the exception ounly of
some communications which are of a
private matare. 1 take this occasion

just to add, that if 1 can in any w;,

forward the views of those societies i,
the country which bave declared an
intention to assist the Vadras ¢
gregation, | shall feel grear pleagyre
in co-operating with them either off.
cially or otherwise. If au: thing is
to be attempted it would be well, |
think, that it should be doue in ¢op.-
cert. - '
THOMAS REES,
Secretary to the Unitarian Society.

¢ T'o the Secretary of the Unitarian
Society, of London.

“ REVEREND Sigw,

¢ | bave received your letter, and
the ample benefaction of books, safe
on the 26th of last month. My good
master not being at Madras at the
time of its arrival, it being left in his
office, on his veturn | received them,
Our joy and gratification on the occa-
sion were great—uno earthlyv possession
can ever give such pure pleasure and
sensation to the mind. Mayv the Lord
our God give us due seuse and wis-
dom to profit by them. By this large
collection some of my books are now
doubled. | can now lend some of
them to others more freely than 1
could do "before. Myself and my

friends return our heartfelt thanks

and obligation to the respectable Uni-
tartan Society for their beunefaction
and kindness, and hope in the day of
retribution it will not be found as lost
upon us.” |

[The next paragraph relates to an
application to the proper authorities
for leave to print in "Tamul, some
of the books which Roberts had pre-
pared for the use of his flock. This
part of the tetter cannot be published
at present. T'he writer then gives a
copious analysis of two tracts which
he had drawn up for publication.
T'hey relate to the Hindoo Mythology
and superstitions, and are designed to
lead the worshipers of Brahma, &c.,
to the knowledge of revealed religion,
and the principles of Unitarian Chris-
tianity.] -

“ My present labour in hand,” he
proceeds, ¢ is notes and discourses
oun the Gospels. Dr. Doddridge’s Fa-
mily Expositor, Dr. Priestley’s Notes,
Mr. Lindsey’s W orks, your"[mproved
'Version of the New Testament, und
all other Unitarian writings that 18
[are]in my possession, are my guides.
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i do not think that I shall do much
parm to my countrymen, as some
thinks [1hink] that 1 does [do] it al-
ceady, while I am. guided by such
masterly hands. 1 have wrote, aud
copied. 1t fair, ﬁfty-ﬁv.e' sections al-
ready, following Dr. Priestley’s order,
excépt the story of the ﬂlll"&c](?l.tﬁ
{miraculous] birth of Jes.us Christ,
which I pass by, only stating my ob-
jections agaiust it. These notes I read
iu our chapel, whenever | am there,
instead of sermous,
upon intent of copying and dividing
{hese notes into small portions, so as
to have them in circulation aiong
them, there being nothing of the kind
in our language.” [After alluding to
the difficulty of getting his MSS.
printed, and noticing the scantiness of
the means of himself and friends, he
proceeds:] ¢ Therefore, I and my
brethren most humbly beg leave to
lay our case before your respectable
Society at large, as the man of Mace-
donia, { Acts xvi. 9,) to their beuevo-
lent considerations. You have, Sirs,
already begun- doing the work of
“benevolence and love -upon us, and
may he, who is the-God of Abraham,
the fear of Isaac, thestrength of Israel,
and the excellency of Jacob, put it
into vour hearts, bless and strengthen
your hands to continue it, and consider
us as those who have received their
religious birth from you,—not as those
who presume upon the gooduness of
their pavents, but as those who ear-
nestly crave whatever assistance yoa
could afford. In the present state of

things you know full well that Uni-

tartan Christians can expect little or
no favour from any other quarter—
therefore, we would beg you to have
an eye over us, that we may not be
discouraged. W hatever assistance
your respectable Society can or think
Proper to afford us, we shall think
ourselves very happy with such bless-
mgs, and thankfully endeavour to
make [the] best use of it.”

“l have no fear of Indian Unitarians
doing for themselves when they are
once set agoing with necessary means,
and multiplied into societies. The
voice of Unitarianism is clear, distinct,
sound, and penetrating into the in-
Most recesses of the understanding,
Wheﬂeyer worldly interest and worldly
g“’,"}' Is [are] not in comtact. Uni-
tarianism -enters  with little or mno

My brethreu are
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resistance, the deepest prejudices and
revited [rivetied] errors of ages comes
[come] down before it like the Egyp-
tiann  frauds of old (Exod, viii. 19).
In my humble opivion [of] Unitari-
anism only can [it] be suid that it is
like a fire, and that it is like [n] bam-
mer that breaketh the rock 1 pieces.

““ In my account to the Rev. T.

Belshan I said, that, after the (death of
my friend Aunathy, our school was
kept by a ‘I'ripitarian Christian of
Tranquebar. 'Ubis mau died with
Chollera Murboos [{"holera Morbus]
in last October. After a while the
school is opened again by a young
man of our own society. We have
also now another school under our
direction, which is also kept by ano-
ther young man of our society; but
they are poorly paid. May Jehovah,
the keeper of Israel, increase our num-
bers, and make things go easy with
us.”’ - )
“ 1 have nothiug further for the pre-
sent, but to wish and pray that your
respectable Society may increase mnore
and more with its unresistable, pure
and glorious light, and be the means
of spreading it to all the world, to the
honour and glory of the One Great
God, our heavenly Father, even the
God aud Father of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ. Amen. -

““ | remain, Sir, your most obedient
and most humble servant, William
Roberts, at W. Harrington, Senior’s.

““ Madras, 30th April, 1819.”

. SR
Clapton,

Sir, November, 1819.

S I believe many of your readers

A take an interest in the progress
of the Einglish settlemeunt in the 1lli-
nois, and a near relation of mine, who
has justreceived a letter from a family
that has lately arrived there, says [
am quite welcome to publish any part
of it | please, 1 have extracted all the
information that it contains respecting
the settlement, for insertion imn the
Repository, if it meet with your ap-
probation. T'he family consists of a
geutleman and his wife (an uucle and
aunt of Mrs. Janson’s) and their eight
children: they occupied a farm for
some years at Baunstead in Surry, near

.to Wanborough, and were very much

attached to Mr. Birkbeck as a neigh-
beur. ‘The letter is written by ome
of the daughters: it will be perceived
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that they are members of the Society
of Friends.

T. H. JANSON.

““ English Praivie, Illinois,
- July 15, 1819.
“My DEAR AUxT, |

¢ [ feel much pleasure in addressing
thee for the first time from this far
distant land, or wilderness, as some
of our friends doubtless imagine this
place to be, but which, even at this
early period, does not seem its proper
appellation: we are, indecd, living in
a log cabin, but nevertheless we are
surrounded by agreeable and iutelli-
gent neighbours, who are situated
like ourselves, and we have a much
more agreeable soclety thaun when we
lived at Banstead. Thisis a delight{ful
country! displaying rather the mild
beauties of nature than any bold and
romantic features. Accustomed as we
are to see timbered land, we have not
yet lost our taste for woodland sce-
nery, and the prairies exhibit a fine
space of open country, diversified
with clutnps of fine trees aud delight-
ful slopes: we have po river within
view, which we do not much regret,
as the neighbourhood of large rivers
is almost invariably unhealthy, and
which we understand is the case at
present 1 many places on the banks
of the Ohio. It seems a matter of
regret that so great a barrier should
hinder settlers from choosing resi-
dences on the shores of that grand
and delightful river, which, though
not nearly so large as the Mississippi,
I much prefer, from the superior
beauty of its banks. This place is
considered remarkably salubrious—
there has been very little illness here,
and we have all enjoyed excellent
 health since we arrived, considering
the long journey we had gone through
—my dear mother’s health 1s, upon
the whole, improved since she left
England.

‘“ Youn have, doubtless, heard many
accounts of the progress we have
made towards settling ; it is not quite
decided where our final abode will be
fixed, It is most probable that my
father and mothier will reside at this
place, where we have a cabin of our
own and another rented one, but hope
before winter arrives we shall have
erected a convenient frame-house.
This kind of building seems generally

~

preferred ou account of the great fy.
cility of erecting them, though brick
1s eastly procured for chimnies, &,
Morris Birkbeck has nearly finished
a large and commodious mansion of
this kind, and we hope it will he

- completed in a few weeks, fit to re-

ceive his daughters, who have been
absent almost ever since we arrived
here, on a visit to their friends in Kepn-
tucky and Cincinnati. We shall be
glad to see them return, as they aye
very amiable and interesting girls,
and we promise ourselves miuch plea-
sure from their society. Their father
appears to feel their loss very much;
Le hias only his youngest son Charles
at home with him, a very elever and
ingenuous lad: we see a good deal of
him and his father, as they live only
about the third of a mile from us, and
we much value the privilege of con-
versing frequently with so superior a
man as M. B. Such energv of mind,
depth of understanding, and elegauce
of manners, |1 should think were sel-
dom united. ,

“ The summer is certainly hotter
here than in [ingland, and we some-
times experience a day or two of very
sultry weatlher, but in general the
heat is not at all oppressive, for the
warmth occasioned by a more fervid
sun 1s alleviated by a refreshing breeze,
which™ is particularly delightful on
the prairies. All kinds of melous ripen
here without any other care thaun just
digging the ground and sowing the
seed; we have a great many of dif-
ferent kinds, which are growing most
luxuriantly, and expect to gather
some in a few days. Grape vines
spring up in the woods spontaneously,
but the fruit i1s small and acid, yet

.might, doubtless, be much improved

by cultivation—we mean to cullivate
all that spring vp in our garden, with
some care. [t is thought that this
would be a fine country for vineyards.
At that celebrated little town Har-
monie, they have planted European
vines, and already make excellent
wine. It is a great advantage to this
settlement to have such industrious
neighbours, from whom to procure
many of the luxuries of life; but we
shall principally be indebted to them
for their skill in gardening, as from
them we. shall procure all the fruits
that we were accustomed to in oufl
native land. My father has paid them
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o visit, and_was much pleased with
the extraordinary ‘progress made in
four years, and the order and unani-
mity of their proceedings; he says it
has the neatness and comfort of an
English town, and there are many
elegant and substantial brick build-
ings erected : they have also manu-
factories to supply themselves and
others with all the conveniences of life.

« [n consequence of coming by way
of New Orleans, we have seen less of
America, than if we had travelled
over-land. At that place, though the
population consists  principally  of
French and Spaniards, we saw many
Eastern Americans, as we did also
at Shawnee Town, where we were
detained many weeks, and lodged at
a public tavern. We generally sat
down to table with upwards of thirty
gentlemen, many of them employed
in different trades and professions in
the town, the rest travellers, and we
are inclined to judge very favourably
of the American character: they are
in general well-informed and polite.
This settlement is almost entirely En-
glish—we bave a few Americans
amongst us, and they are agreeable.
The back-woods-men are quite a class
of themselves, some of them are wild,
semi-barbarous people, but most of
those we have near us, if treated well,
are very civil; they sometimes pay
us an uninvited visit, (the Jadies, [
mean,) and after sitting an hour,
asking a few questionsabout England,
and making good use of their eyes,
they generally conclude with saying,
‘well, | reckon I must be going,” wish
us good day and depart. These wo-
men are 1 general very ignorant, but
they are exceedingly independent,
nding about the country omn horse-
back, and visiting one another; their
dwellings are not very cleanly, and,
though very fond of finery, they do
not look comfortably dressed like
Lnglish women of the same rank of
life. Some of the men are great ruw-
dies, as they are called, but by pre-
venting the sale of whiskey in this
scttlement, we have now no distur-
bauce from them. We cannot say the
Same of , the town that
has established, which is situated on
" pleasant elevation about two miles
from hence, and is considered a thriv-
g place.

“ Last week 3 great number of In-
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dians paid us a visit, and encamped a
few miles from us; they were very.
fond of stopping at the door to con-
verse with us, and ask for a draught
of water; they were very friendly,
and fond of shaking hands with my
brothers, and when they found we
were all English, they exclaimed,
‘¢ then good all;” they were Miamies,
and were much finer men than most
of the other tribes that we had seen
on the shores of the Mississippi—
some of these were very tall and well-
made, and their faces by no means
unpleasing, as far as we could distin-
guish through the stripes of vermillion
paint with which they ornament
themselves; they wear large feathers
stuck in theiwr hair, and silver ear-rings
and bracelets; their chief, who called
himself Captain Billy, and who was
particularly sociable, had a ring in his
nose : they bring moccasins and skins
to sell, riding about on horseback at
a very quick pace, but are sadly ad-
dicted to drinking whiskey if they
can procure it. We feel no fear of
molestation from them, as they are in
general ‘very peaceable; there was a
skirmish between them and the Ame-
ricans some time since, at Vincennes,
when some Americans lost their lives,
and three Indians were hung, which
they feel as a deep disgrace, and have
been very quiet ever smce.

¢« We have heard that W. C
and family sailed from LEungland some
months age, but have received no in-
telligence of their safe arrival on this
continent ; we hope saon to hear from,
or see W. C., as he had some inten-
tion of preceding his family. 1 hope
this spot will have suflicient induce-
ments for him to fix his final abode
near us; it will be very delightful to
have them for near neighbours. We
expect another fiiend's family, and
hope when they both arrive, to be
able to form a little meeting of our
own. There are no [riends in the
INinois, 1 believe, but there are a few
m Indiana; and, as the couuntrv be-
comes more thickly peopled, there
will, no doubt, be many of our so-
ciety scattered in different parts.

“ My brothers are busily employed
in hewing down trees, clearing land,
and fencing in a garden, and we hope
soon to begin farming on a pleasant
tract of land, about a mile from
hence, ‘mostly prairie, where, | ex-
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pect, we shall erect dwellings for
some part of the family, most proba-
bly two of my brothers, with S ~
and - self to\keep house for them,
and b: this means save mv mother
the fatigue attendaunt on a farm.
« | am, &c. &c.
| | “« M P

¢« P. S. On looking over this scrawl,
[ am ashamed to send it; but | should
be sorrv that vou should have to wait
still longer for a letter. 1| can plead,
in excuse, frequent interruptions from
visitors: this does not souud like soli-
tude in the back woods, does it? Yet
this is the case most days, and we
have always some arrival or circum-
stance of the kind to iuterest us.”

et R —— |
' Halifar,
SIr, November 16, 1819.
" OBSERVE in your last Number,
[p- 652,] that “ A Subscriber to
Dy. Thom»son’s Monument inquires
what measures have been taken to-
wards its erection®” 1In reply, I beg
leave to state, through the medium of
the Monthly Repository, the following
particulars:

A meeting of the Committee was
held at Halifax, on the 13th of Ja-
nuary, pursuant to a mnotice from
the Chairman, when the following,
amongst other Resolutions, were una-
nimousiy adopted :

« That V. L.. Chantrey, Iisq. R. A,
be requested to favour the Committee
with a design for a Monument to the
memory of the late Dr. Thompson;
and, at the same time, be informed,
that the (Committee hope to have us
much as €200 to expend upon the
execution of the Monument.

< ‘That the Inscription for the Tab.
let be in the Lnglish language.

¢ That the Chaivman be requested
to apply to such individuals as he
thinks proper, to favour the Committee
with switable Inscriptions, to be ad-
dressed to the Chairman as early as
convenient.’”’

Mr. Chantrey was accordingly ap-
plied to for a suitable design; and
several gentlemen were solicited to
communicate Inscriptions for the Tab--
let, from which the Committee might
select one that should appear to them
the mast eligible.

As Mr. Chantrey’s engagements did
not admit of his attending to the ap-

plication before the end of May, no
further proceedings were adopted tif
the 23rd of June, when a meeting of
the Committee was held at Ettridge’s
Hotel, York, at-which it was resolyeq
¢ That the design with which thé
Committee had been furnisheqd by
F. 1.. Chantrey, Esq., R. A., being
unanimously approved of, he shouyld
be requested to proceed upon it with
as little further delay as possible.

¢ That the Rev. J. G. Robberds, of
Manchester, be requested to draw y
a suitable English Iascription for the
the Monument.”

'The approbation of the Committee,
and their request, were immediately

- communicated to Mr. Chantrey, ]

received a letter from Mr. Cunning.
ham, (foreman to Mr. Chantrey,)
dated August 23,in which he informed
me, that the Monument was then iy
hand ; that Mr. Chantrey had made
the model, and had given directions
for the work to be forwarded with all
suitable diligence, during his absence

~on the continent; but that the finish-

ing must await his return. He further
stated, that it is a work calculated to
attract notice, and that even in its
rude state, at that time, it had ad-
mirers. Since that period, I have
received no communications upon the
subject, but have no doubt that every
attention is paying to the wishes of
the Comuittee.

It will, perhaps, afford satisfaction
to notice the present state of the Sub-
scription List. The total amount hi-
therto annonnced to the Treasurer is
£215 6s. In addition to the £200
to be paid for the execution of the
Monument, and the expenses already
incurred, amounting to about £14, for
priating, advertizing, postages, alfd
carriage of circulars, there wtll remain
the expenses of the carriage of the
Monument, and fixing it up, to be
defraved out of the subscriptions.
When the Monument is erected, it
will probably be deemed expedient
that the Additional List of Sub-
scribers, together with other particu-
lars, should be communicated to the
public, through the medium of the
Monthly Repository. In the mean
time, 1 hope the above statement will
be found satisfactory to the Guerist.

RICHARD ASTELRY,

Chairman to the Conmmnttee.

Rt o aa Y
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REVIEW.

¢¢ Still pleased to praise, yet notafraid to blame.”’—PorE.

. s

Arr. I.—A new Version of some of
the Epistles of St. Pawl, &c.

(Continued from p 634.)

i IM. i. 1. ¢ Paul, an apaostle of

Jesus Christ by the appoint-
ment [ka™ emragyyy] of God:” in R.
V., ¢ by the commandment,” &c.

——— ¢ Of Jesus Christ the founda-
tion of our hope:” in the R. V,,
« which s our hope.” Worsley and
Wakefield are more correct, ‘¢ Jesus
Christ, our hope.” And so the Edi-
tors of the [. V., which properly omits
the words, ¢ who s, supplied by
Newcome. In Griesbach’s text the
clause stands thus, Xpiov Inoov, T9¢
enmdog juay.  Dr. Owen’s conjecture,
in Bowyer, is singularly unfortunate.
5. ¢ The end of owr instruc-
tion,” &c.: in R. V., “the end of the
commandment” {[TeAos 7Tys Tapayye-
Mag)l. We are of opinion that a re-
ference is designed to ver. 3, [iya
wapayyahns,] and would therefore
follow Worsley and Wakefield in

translating the definite article and
the substantive, “ rraT (not, with
Newcome this) charge.”

~—— 0. “ A law is not made in
reference to a righteous person”
[Ouase vopog ov keitau] ¢ (in R. V.,
“the law is not made for a righteous
man”). In this somewhat paraphras-
tical translation Philalethes follows
Doddridge. Worsley’s rendering is,
“alaw does not lie against a righteous
person ;” Castalio’s, ¢ justis non esse
latam legem.” Examples of the
phrase ‘may be seen in Raphel. An-
nolet., in loc., and in Aristot. Rhe-
toric. (Oxon. 1509) pp. 3, 76.

—— 18. “ In accordance with,”
fcc. [ara. k. z. A.]J: in the R.V.,

according to ;" and this we cannot
but prefer.

—— “ The divine admonitions for-
merly givey thee,”' [Tag WPORYOUT RS €TF4
m; Topyreas) . (in R. V., ¢ the pro-
g l'le;;"?-“ which went before on thee.”)
Cuxfdu':;. Schlegsne_r?s rendering, « se-
tibi dedi,'!mmma illa, quae jam olim
w;‘"‘"‘ 20. “ Whom I have delivered

' to Satanm ;” -which translation

“carcely differs from the R. V. * The
VOL, Xyv, 4 v

teach or to usurp authority.”

meaning of this expression delivered
over to Satan, cannot now (says Phi-
lalethes) be certainly determined.
Some commentators consider that the
infliction of corporal punishment is
intended, arguing especially from the
literal sense of the passage, 1 Cor. v.
5, where the same phrase is used:
but the opinion of others, that the
apostle refers to excommunication or
expulsion from the society of Chris-
tians, seems to be the most probable
and best supported.” As such we

‘also regard it: on the other side of

the question our readers should con-
sult Benson on the Epzstles, &c. Vol.
1. p.572. 1 .

1 Tim. ii. 2. ¢ A peaceful and quiet
life, in the complete exercise of our

‘religion, and in the practice of what-

ever is worthy of respect:” in R. V.,
‘“a quiet and peaceable life, in all
ocodliness and honesty” [ev waon evoe-
Baq xas oceuvoryrs]. 'The French Ge-
nevan Version, like Philalethes, gives
a kind of paraphrase, ** en pratiquant
tous les devoirs de la piétée et de
I honnétete.” -
4, 5, 6. “ The knowledge of
the truth, namely, that there is one
God, and one Mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, who
in proof of the doctrine gave himself in
due time,” &c.: in R. V., “theknow-
ledge,” &c. For [Eis yap, k. 7. A.]
there is one God, &c.—who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified
in due time. [0 dowg éavroy aytiAvrpoy
OTep TAYTEY, TO AAPTUPIOY  Kaipols 1810iG.]
We cannot approve of either of these
translations: the last clause should
be rendered more literally and faith-
fully; and we are therefore pleased
with Diodati and with Wakefield,
“ secondo la testimonianza riservata a’
propi tempi,”—*¢ that testimony re-
served to its proper time.” |
——— ¢ [ enjoin the woman not to
teach, nor to usurp authority,” &c.:
in R. V., «[I suffer not a woman to,
&c., wor to usurp,” &c. With more
correctness Newcome translates the
clause, ‘¢ [ suffer not the woman to
See

Symouds’ Observ. &c. in loc. |
- 13. « Adam was formed the

\
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first in order:” in R. V., ¢ was first
formed"” [mpwrog emAaoly]. It is for
the expositor, not for the translator,
to say, whether first in time, or first
in _dignity 2 |
1 Tim. iii. 1. « It is a truth, that
whoever aspireth to the pastoral office
setteth his mind upon an honourable
employment:” in R. V., “ this is a
true saying, [migos é Aoyos,] if a man
desire the office of a bishop, [e: 7ig
exigwkony opeyeras,] he desireth a gouod
work"” [xaiow epyov embups]. On the
clause #ssog 6 Aoyos Griesbach remarks,
“ ad antecedentia referunt Chrys. Oeec.
Theoph. :” Wakefield does the same:
but we doubt whether such a position
~ be in Paul’s manper. o
o S. Philalethes rvightly omits
the words wy aioypoxepdy, which bear
the appearance of having been in-
serted here from Titus i. 7.
6. ¢« Not a new convert, lest
he should be lifted up with pride,
and incur the censure of owr adver-
sary:" in R. V., ¢ not a novice,
y 0
ide,

[eog‘;w v,] lest, being lifted up with
pride, [Tvpabe;,] he fall into the con-
demnation [epmesy] of the devil [rov
Bizborov].” "According to Newcome’s
Marginal Version, ¢ the accuser:”
- Luther translates the word, “ dem
Jasterer ;7 in the French Genevan
Vers. it is, calomniatewr. '
18. ¢ Acquire to themselves an
honourable rank:"" in R. V., “ pur-
chase to themselves a good degree™
g'ao;u.oy davroic xahoy wepimosouyTa].
Here Philalethes’ translation is also
that of Newcome. ~
15. ¢ Which is the pillar and
sapport of the truth:” in R. V,
“ which is the church of the living
GGod, the pillar and ground of the
trath” (hric scy exxdyoia Osov Lwyrog
gvhog. k. 7. A.J. By Wakefield and
Newcome the clause svAog ko 8paiopc
s alnbeas is referred to Timothy.
| 16. ¢ And great, anquestion-
ably, is the mystery of our religion.
He who was manifested in the flesh,
was confirmed in his character and
authority by the Spirit, was seen
familiarly by Ais messengers, pro-
claimed among the Heathen, believed
on in the world, received up into
glory.” The public translation is the
following, ¢ and without controversy
[Sporoysperac] great is the inystery of
godliness (175 evoefesxs]: God was
manifest [eparepndn] in the flesh, jus-

tified in the spirit, [edikaiwby ey qpg,,
peri,] seen of angels, [wdply aryyehas, ]
preached unto the Gentiles,”” g¢,
It will be perceived that Philalethe,
has adopted Grieshach’s text, which
we find also in Newcome’s margin,
whose note, illustrating the constryc.
tion, is well entitled to our regard.

1 Tim. iv. I. ¢ Giving heed to de.
ceivers and to diabolical doctrines:"
in R. V., « toseducing spirits [nyey-
praa: waxvas] and doctrines of devils”
[Blackariaig daspovicoy]. With neither
of these translations are we satisfied.
Diodati indeed has it, dettrine diabo-
liche : yet Joseph Mede has, in our
judgwment, clearly shewn (Works, p.
626) the proper rendering to be,
¢ doctrines concerning deemons ;" and
this we meet with, accordingly, iu
Benson and in Newcome.

3. < Who shall require absti-
nence from marriage, and from food,”
&c.: in R. V., “forbidding to marry,
and commanding to abstain,” &ec.
[ KwAvoyT wy yaery, amexeoJos Bpomatoy).
Here Philalethes has translated with
felicity a difficult clause: for his suc-
cess he seems to have been indebted,
in part, to Doddridge. In Wakefield
we read, ¢ giving commands about
abstinence from marriage and from
meats:’” see, too, Sect. xxiv. of his
Stilva Critica, P. i. |

3, 4. ¢ Partaken of with thanks-
giving ‘by believers, who should be
sensible of this tyuth, that every thing,”
&c.: in R. V., ¢ received with
thanksgiving of them who believe
and know the truth. For every
creature,” &c. [eig peTayiy pera -
XPLSIOEG TOLG TERS0LS KOtk €TTEYVWKOGSE TNV
aréluay. “Otiway kTicpua, k. T.A.]. The
turn which Philalethes has given {0
this passage, is sanctioned by Castalio,
Rosenmiiller and Wakefield : and the
last-mentioned author is very happy
i his translation of a part of it, ¢ them
who believe and are convinced of this
truth,” &c.-

8. ¢ Certain exercises of thf
body are profitable in a small degree:

in R. V., « bodily exercise profiteth
hittle.” ['H YL OWRATIKY yUpvasIL TS
OAsyoy e5iy  topEAspog.) %},he t]'a“SIf"
tors and commentators are divided In
respect of the import of the words
wpos_oAsyov: Pagninus renders them,
“ ad modicum;” but Rosenmille
makes a reference to James iv. 14, 30

adds, ‘“intellige xpovor.” |
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1 Tim.v. 1. ‘ Rebuke not an aged
man severely 7 in R. V., ¢ rebuke
uotan elder” [wpeabvrepe py emmhgys]s

- which leaves it doubtful whether Paul
spéaks here of an ecclesiastical officer
or of any man advanced in yeays.
Philalethes is correct. So Worsley,
« a senior;’ and so the F. G. Vers.,
« celui qui est avancé en age.” But
Newcome and the 1. V. adopt the
common rendering.

4. *¢ A suitable return to their
parents and progenitors” [amoBas
awodidoyacs Toig wpoyovoss]): in R. V., “to
requite their parents.” Newcome
has, * to requite their progeuitors:”
Schleusner restricts wxoig wpoyovais to

- fathers and mothers : of the rendering
given by Philalethes, we must eom-
plain that it is circuitous and para-
phrastical. |

5. ¢ She who istraly a widow,

and left aloue, should trust in God,”

&c.: in R.. V., ¢ she that is a widow

indeed, and desolate, trusteth [yAmixer]
in God :* We prefer the rendering in
the P. T.—¢¢ Preeteritum,” says Ro-
senmiller, * pro presenti.” -

~— 6. ¢ She who abandoneth
herself to pleasure:” this is much
better than the R. V., ¢ she that
liveth in pleasure” [ 3¢ srararncea).

——11. “ When they grow weary
of Christian restraints™ (in the margin
“ grow wanton against Christ,” and
0, in substance, the R. V., ¢ wax
wanton, &e.”); the original is, ovay
V2P KaTaspnmacwes Tov Xpisov, ¢ post-
quam lascieverunt contra Christum.”
Schleusner. We do not now under-
fake an interpretation of the phrase.
Dr. Symonds, after having quoted the
- T., exclaims, ¢ What an extraor-
dma!'y phrase is this!” Mr. Wake-
field’s rendering is admirable: ¢ for,
when they grow weary of the re-
straints of Christ, they wish to
marry.” Much, nevertheless, as we
respect the memory of Symonds and
of Wakefield, we cannot join in this
‘icomium. We give the preference
o Newcome’s rendering, which re-
tams the spirit of the original, and
Cannot offend the most delicate mo-
€rn ear, ““ when they become inor-
dinate against Cheist.” .. . -

~—— 12. ¢« Exposing themselves ta
.condegnnation by not being faithful
“f’hth?ll‘ first engagement:”.in R..V.,

iving damnation becanse they have
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cast off their first faith” [exovoas xzqm
dTs Ty mpw Ty wisw nleryoav). Phila-
lethes seems to have apprehended the
apostle’s meaning: so the F. G. Vers,,
““ puisqu’ elles ont violé leur premier
engagement.” .
| 17. ¢« Let the elders who act
well as superintendants, be considered
worthy of a liberal recompence> [oi
UANGD's T poesGTEg MPETBUTEPOs iTANS Tipuns
afiscbwoay]. In R. V., « Let the el-
ders who rule well be counted wox-
thy of double honour.” Here Phila-
lethes follows, and with reason, most
of the preceding transjators and inter-
preters : thus Castalio, ‘¢ gemino
premio,” and Newcome, * double
reward,’ which strikes us as the best
rendering. For this sense of the word
Tipn see Acts xxviii. 10. On the ad.
jective diwAy, Rosenmiiller, a most
valuable expositor, remarks, ¢ sumitur
indeterminateé.” A |
22. ¢ Put thy hands hastily
on no man” [xepag Taxews pmde
emtibu]. The R. V. is ambiguous,.
A¢ lay hands,” &c. Symonds’ Observ..

- &c., in loc.

23. ¢ Use a little wine, on.
account of thy stomach, and the weak.
state, frequently, of thy health” [rag¢
avkvag aov adbevaas). In R. V.,

¢t thine often infirmities.”” DBetter, as
in Worsley and Newcoine, * thy fre-

quent infirmities” [disorders). \

vi. 1, 2. ¢ Let as many as are

under the yoke of servitude account
their own masters worthy of all re-

gpect, that the name and doctrine of
God may not be blasphemed. Apd
let not those that have believing mas-
ters treat them disrespectfully, becanse
they are brethren, but let them give
their service more readily, because
those who receive the benefit of 2t

are believers and objects of affection.”

In R. V., ¢“let as many servauts as

are under the yoke [Go0 esasy tme Gorysw
dovAas] count their own masters wor-
thy of all honour [miuys]l, that the
name of God and his doctrine [ivee py
70 oyoua Tov Oeov Kas 1] Midackarsa] be

not blasphemed. And they that have
belie ving masters, let them not despise
[karadppovatocay] them because they
are brethren, but rather do them
service. [adda paAlor  DovAeperemayly
because they ave faithfud and beloved,
partakeys of the benefit™” [o¥: wigos mes
KO PBEYTEs, 01 TS BVEPYTING OFTIXAN.
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Bavopevos]). The rendering here given
by Philalethes, is not a little happy :
in the last clause he follows Newcome,
with a trifling variation.

1 Tim. vi. 13. “ Who giveth life”” [in
R. V., ¢ who guickeneth,” vov womwo:-
ouvrog]. A requisite correction and an
obvious improvement.
14. ¢ That thou keep thyself,
as thou art instructed, unspotted,”
&ec.: in R. V., ¢ that thou keep this
commandment without spot” [Typnoa:
@€ T evTolyy acm:hev]. Place a comma
after commandment, and another after
unrebukeable, which is better than
to render Ty svrodyy by ¢ as thou art
instructed.”

2 Tim. i. 1. « As to the promise of
life in Christ Jesus:” in R. V., ¢ ac-
cording to [xar’] the promise of life
which is in C. J.” [Cwys 79¢ &v Xpisw
Inoev]l. ¢ As to,’ is also the render
ing of Newcome: ‘¢ with respect to,”
that of Bensou.
~ ——38. ¢ 1 thank the God of my
forefathers, whom 1 serve with a pure
conscience ' in R. V., ¢ [ thank
God, whom [ serve from my forefa-
thers with pure conscience.” [Xeapy
@ Tw O, @ AaTpevw amo WPoyoywy £y
KkaBapg cuyvedyoer.] Our readers will
judge which of these versions is cor-
rect. We cannot discover any prin-
ciple or authority for that of Philale-
thes. On this verse see Symonds, in
loc.

—— 6. ¢ That thou keep alive the
divine gift which thou possessest by
the imposition of my hands:”” in R. V,
“ that thou stir up the gift of God
which is in thee [avalwmyvpewy 7o yoe-
piope Tov Osv, o eciv ev gos] by the
putting on of my hands.” [Awx wg
emibecews, ». 7. N.]

~—— 8. % The attested doctrine of
our Lord, nor of me who am in bonds
for him:” in R. V., ¢« the testimony
of our Lord, ([ro paprvpioy Tov Kupreu
Mpwy,] Nor of me his prisoner [uyde
gt Tov Oeopmioy avtov]. Philalethes has
improved upon King James’s transla-
tors ; yet the rendering by Newcome
is still better, ¢ the testimony con-
cerning our Lord, or of nie, a prisoner
because of him.”

10. ¢ Opening a clear view
of immortal life, by the gospel:” in
R. V., ¢ hath brought life and im-
mortality to light through the gos-
PpelL.” [Patiogarros e bayy war apbeapaiay

Newcome.
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Oize Tov evaeyyediov.] Wakefield has it
““ spread abroad:” the F. G. Vers,,
“ a mis en evidence.””

2 Tim. i. 12. ¢ What I have cop-
fided to him™ [Ty maepabyxny wov] : in
R. V., ¢ what | have committed unto
him.” 'Translate, however, with the
editors of the I. V., ¢ what he hath
committed to me,’ and read their
note, and Schleusner, in verb. ToLpoe-
katabyxy, No. 2; also Rosenmiiller,
in loc.

18. ¢ In the great day.” Ac-
cording to R. V., “ in that day.” [Ey
exesvy vy juepa.] Wakefield has sup-
plied great in italics. Nothing is
gained by freedoms of this descrip-
tion. '

—— ii. 4. “ No man who goeth
out to war, entangleth himself with
the common affairs of life:”” in R. V|
“ in the affairs of this life’” [raig rov
Bwov mparyuateaaig]. The addition, by
Philalethes, of the word common, is
unnecessary and unjustifiable.

—— 6. ¢ The busbandman must
first labour, and then partake of the
fruits.” A requisite correction of the
R. V., ¢“ the husbandman that labour-
eth, must be first partaker,”” &c,
which is the very reverse of the apos-
tle’s declaration [7oy xomiwyra ryewpyo
Ost Tpwroy Tov Kupwwy meradapbayvey].
Wakefield’s rendering, ¢ the hus-
bandman must labour before he be
partaker of the fruits,”” is the best.
See, too, the marginal translation in
the larger English Bibles.

——— 20. ‘ 'The former for honour-
able, the latter for meaner uses” [d
pEY €5 Tipmy, o Of &g aTipuay]:
R. V., ¢<¢ some to honour, and some to
dishonour.”” Philalethes has followec
Doddridge. |

——— 22. “ Flee from those things
which excite the passions of youth "
in R. V., ¢« flee also youthful lusts”
Tag §& vewTepixas emiBupices pevye]. Phz-
lalethes has given a paraphrase rather
than a translation.

26. <« Taken captive by the
devil,” &c. [7ov Diaborov], so the R.V.;
and thus Worsley, Wakefield - and
With the 1. V., we trans-
late, ‘¢ the accuser.” _

iii. 8. ¢ Averse to what 1s
good :” in R. V., « despisers of those
that are good” [agiAayafa]. Most
translators and commentators refer
the word to persons: probably it alse
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‘ucludes things or qualities. We, ac-
cordingly, render it, ¢ averse from
what is good,” or, with Wakeﬁeld,
«« enemies to gooduess.” See Titus
) SQ.Tim. iti. 10. ¢ Thou has followed
in my steps, in doctrine,” &c. [wopyxo-
AovlnKers pmou 7y Sidaokariq]: in R.V.,
¢« hou hast fally known my doc-
trine,” &c. Schleusner has, < con-
formasti te,”’ &c. Castalio, ‘“assecutus
¢s ;" aud so the Syriac. On the other
hand, the P. T. is supported by Luke
i. 8. We think that Philalethes gives
the sense of the apostle, which Le
Clerc also has well expressed, ‘¢ vous,
avez vi, en me suivant, ma maniére
d’enseiguer.” .

—— 16. AN Scripture, divinely
inspired, is profitable,” &ec.: in R. V,,
« all Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable,” &c. [raca
ypagy Qcomvevsos kar wPhelipmog, k. T A.].
We would translate, ¢ s also profit-
able.” Here we copy so much of a
Abp. Newcome’s Note on this clause
as concerns the Version of it: * some
render, all Scripture given by inspi-
ration of God is profitable, &c. So
Syr., the three Arabic Versions, Vulg.
Grotius, the English Bible of 1549,”
&e. = .

—— ib. ¢ Virtuous discipline”
[emavopbuaiv]: the R. V. has * cor-
rection,”” which we prefer. Refor-
mation of manners, seems intended.

—— iv. 1, 2. ¢ Before God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, when
he shall appear in his kingdom here-
after, will judge the living and the
dead, | charge thee preach the word:"
in R.V., “1 charge thee therefore
before, &c. at his appearing and his
kingdom,” &c. [ty empavaay adov,
Kas Tny Baaihéiay avrtov]. Here we
have chiefly to notice the needless
deviation of Philalethes from the order
of the original : in other respects his
translation is an obvious improve-
ment. With Griesbach he omits ovy
eyw: but, unlike Griesbach, retains
Tov Kupiov.

—— 2. “ Be urgent” [emcnbi] : in
R. V., «be instant.” We adopt the
rendering by Philalethes, who agrees
here with Newcome. Let us attend
to the remark of a great master of
the Greek tongue on the force of this
Zi‘:’l'b’ “Eoricns, me quidem judice,
Y e cbontrqverm& valet, insia atque

cumbe, ut solent epyodiwntas, qui
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nullum intermittunt tempus, quin in-
stitum opus urgeant: diversa.signifi-
candi virtus in Aor. 2, quz multum
ab Aor. 1 dissidet.”” Hemsterhus. in
Lucian. Vol. I. (Bipont,) p. 255.

2 Tim. iv. 6. ‘¢ For my powers are
now failing, [in the margin, I am now
about to be sacrificed,] and the time
of my departure is near:” in R. V.,
“for I am now ready to be offered
[eyw yap 7On cwevdouc:], and the time
of my departure is at hand” [epe-~
smke]. The translation of Philalethes
varies considerably from that of his
predecessors. Jn Castalio we read,
¢“ jam jam immolandus sum,” and
Doddridge  retains the figure ex-
pressed by R. V. The Lexicon of
Schleusner is perhaps the source of
the variation: in verb. gwesdw (No.
4), “metaphorice: paulatim absumor.
Sic bisin N. T. legitar, Phil. ii. 173 2
Tim. iv. 6,—omues vires me= sensim
minuvuntur et absumuntur.” How-
ever, we cannot admit that the

learned lexicographer has proved this

to be the sense of the word; and we
consider the present example of his
skill in illustration as singularly un-
happy. ‘The authorities to which he
refers, are insufficient: valuable as
are his labours, they would be yet
more so, were not his subdivisions
extremely numerous and refined.

‘¢ 1 have continued faith-
ful:” in R. V., «“1 have kept the
faith™ [79y mioriv Terypyra]. Wake-
field has, < 1 have been faithful to my
engagements.” -

——14. ¢ Alexander the brazier:™
in R. V., ¢« Alexander the coppei-
smith> [¢ yaixevs]. Here Philalethes
agrees with Worsley. |

——ib. ¢« Will render.” In R.V,,
“ reward” [amobwy]. But Philalethes

J——

J

prefers the various reading, anodwos:.

——20. *‘ Erastus remained, [in
R. V., ¢« abode,”’] at Corinth.”” The
original word is enavey; and this
Worsley translates, staid, W akefield,
stopt, Newcome, remained. |

Titas i. 1, 2. “ The knowledge of
religious truth, founded upon,” &c.:
in R. V., «¢ the acknowledging of the
trath which is after godliness [emiy-
yway aln@eaas T war svoebazv]. In
hope of”" [en’ eAm®s]. We consider
““ knowledge™ as the correct transla-
tion. See Worsley and Schleusner.
The rendering *¢ founded upon,’ is of
the nature of a paraphrase.
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Titus i. 5. *¢ I left thee in Crete, that

thou mightest set right the things
that were defective, and ordain elders
in every town:" in R. V., “left I
thee—that thou shouldest set in order
[emsdi0pBwoy] the things that are want-
ing [7a Aamovra]—every city” [xore
moliv]. < It is well known,”” says
Doddridge, note in loc.,  that every
considerable town was called a city
by the ancients.” Philalethes’ tran-
slation of this verse, taken altogether,
is correct. Symonds, in loc.
12. < A poet of their own:”
in R. V., ¢ a prophet” [mpopryrys].
Mr. Wakefield’s rendering is singular,
« one of their own teachers.” We
much prefer that of Philalethes, who
agrees with Newcome. .

———— ib. ¢ Slothful gluttons:” in
" R. V., «“slow bellies’” [yasepes apyos].
In proof ¢ that yasepss by itself signi-
fies gluttons,” the late Primate of Ire-
land refers to Wetstein.

—— ii. 2. * Worthy of respect,

discreet:”’ in R. V., % grave, texﬁpe-
rate” [oeuvovs, owdpoves]. ’-

- —— 5. ¢ Domestic.” in R. V,,
<« keepers at home” [emovpovg]. There
is a good reading in Griesbach’s mar-
gin, oixovpyevs.

~——— 11. ¢ The saving grace of
God hath appeared to all men:” in
R. V., ¢ the grace of God that
bringeth salvation, hath appeared,”
&c. [emepayy yap N Yapic Tov Ocov 7
coTypies Tacy avlpomwagl. Wakefield,
Newcome, and the F.-G. Vers., place
a comma after Osuv: ¢ salutaire a
tous les hommes.”

—— 138. ¢ The manifestation of
the glory of the Great God,” &c.: in
R. V., « the glorious appearing [em-
Paveay s Sokqs] of> &e.  In this

instance  Philalethes i1s more literal

than usual.

—— 1il. 1. “ Admonish them to
be submissive and obedient to magis-
trates and men in authority > in
R. V., ¢« Put them in mind [Jwopsp-
ymare] to be subject to principalities
and powers” [apxaic xat ebovoias).
Thus Worsley, “ governors and ma-
gistrates.” It is evident that the
rendering and interpretation of this

clause must determiue the rendering

and interpretation of Eph. vi. 12,
¢« we wrestle agamst principalities,
against powers,”—* magistrates and
men in authority.” -

 —— 10, 11. “ Reject a party man

in religion, knowing that such a man
is perverted, and sinneth against g
own counscience’” [in the margiy
‘“ being self-condemned™]., s« A l!lat;
that is an heretic [aipeTinoy avbpomoy)
after the first and second admonitiou’
reject: knowing that he that is such:
is subverted [¢'rs efescpanmtar ¢ Totaro),
and sinneth, being condemned of L.
self” [apapraves, wy AVTORATonpiToc].
AlpeTinog avﬂpwqrog, (says Campbeii,
The four Gospels, &c¢. Vol. 1. 410,
pp. 435, 436,) *“ may prenerly he
rendered "¢ factious man.”’ Wake.
field’s rendering is, “ a fomenter of
divisions:” and so the L. V. For the
sense of woapastov see 1 Tim. iv. 7.
—— 14. “ Qur friends” [oi fuere-
pos).  Phailalethes has, with good rea-
son, supplied the ellipsis. Here the

R. V. is literal to a fault, ““let our's”

&ec. -

James i. 4. ¢ Let constancy have
its full exercise:” in R. V., ¢« let
patience [JUwomeyy] have her perfect
work™ [epyov reAeway exerw]. Most of
the translators have cmployed the
word patience: Philalethes will, per-
haps appeal, nor, we think, anjustly,
to Rosenmiiller and Schleusner.

——— 8. ‘“ An undecided man :>’ in

R. V., ¢« a double-minded [diuyss]
man.” Newcome translates it, ‘‘a
man of a divided mind.”
, 15. ¢« Sin, when perpetrated,
is pregnant with death:” in R. V,,
*“ when it is finished [aworereafeical,
bringeth forth [amoxves] death.”” DBut
Wakefield, still better, *‘ when bler
full time is come,” &c. Castalio has,
“ peccatum porro perpetratum;’ aud
so Doddridge.

—— 16, 17. “ My dear brethren’
[@yamyras]. ‘The R. V. is more dig-
nified, ¢ beloved.” -

—— ¢ Every good gifl, and every
perfect benefit’’ [dwgic—opnpa]: in
R. V. the same noun is repeated,
‘“ every good gift, and every perfect
gift.””  Philalethes folows Newcome,
and has also the sanction of Wake-
field and of the F. G. Vers.; not to
mention Castalio, &c. |
23. “ A mirror”’ [econtpgl. Ip
R. V. ¢« a glass.” The majority of
preceding translators will authonze
the change.

——ii. 1. “ The glorious faith of
owr Lord Jesus Christ, so as to have
respect to pemsons:”” in R. V., the
faith of our Lerd Jesus Christ, the




Review.—Miss Williams's Letters on France.

Lord of glory [ﬂ;u WISIY % T,' A. TNG
$0Enc), with respect of persons’ [ev mpo-
camohysis]e Wakefield says, ¢ th”er €
can be no doubt of the propriety” of
the connexion which is the basis of
she rendering by . Philalethes. In
vindication of it, we are referred fo
{ Timn. i. 11, 7o evayyehy 796 30517;
rov panapiev Ocav, 10 which passage,
however, a doctrine, not a person, 18
represented. Besides, the position of
the words is not the same, Ty wigy
rov Kopiou sipey Inoov Xpigov 74 do&s.
We take Rosenmiiller to be correct,
4 pe dong ponitur pro edofov.”  On
the other hand, the alteration con-
tended for has the countenance of not
a few highly respectable translators,
both ancient and modern. The I. V.
retains the eommon rendering. |
James ii. 4. ¢ Ye become judges who
reason i1} in R. V., ¢ judges of evil
thoughts” [wpiTas Ssahoysopmey moynpwy].
Literally, ¢ of wicked reasonings.”
Worsley has, * who reason wickedly.”
10. ¢ Whoever shall keep the
whole law except offending in one
point, is completely guilty:” in R. V.,
« whosoever,” &c. and yet offend in
one point [wrasce 8¢ ev £w] he is guilty
of all” [yeyove mavrwy eoxos]. This
difficult passage Worsley, a very ac-
curate translator, has rendered with
much felicity, ¢ he is under the pe-
nalty of all.” |
—— 10. ¢ Evil spirits” [ra daiuo-
vie]: in R. V., * the devils.” The
ouly correct . translation is, ¢ the
demons;” as in the F. G. Vers.
Every thing beyond this, falls within
the province of the expositor.
~——— 25. This verse Phzlalethes
gives in a note, but does not iusert
i his text. Why should he suspect
It of being ¢¢ an interpolation™’?
~—~—— iii. 13. *¢ Shew his attain-
%mnts with the meekness of wisdom.”
he R. V. has, “ his works” [7a epya
avrov]. Not only is this rendering
literal: it possesses the farther ad-
vantage of being consonant to the
8pirit and object of the epistle.
~—— 17. * Tractable” [svresOns]:
according to R. V., *“easy to be en-
treated.” Philalethes’ rendering is also
Wakefield’s. |
——— ib. “ Without indecision™
ladakpzog).  The R. V. has,  with-
put partiality.”” So mearly all former

translatorsz nor can we assign_ the.

609
principle on which Philalethes departs

from them.

Jamesiv. 7. This writer here retains
the common rendering, ‘¢ the devil”
[Tw dix€olrgp]. So do his predecessors.

—-—11. Though thow mayest be a
judge > in R. V., “ but a judge”
[@Ara wpirys]. The words in italics,
are unnecessary: after ¢ judge,” in
the P. T., read, of it. . |
_ v. 19, 20. “ If any of you
wander from the truth, and one re-
claim him, be assured that he who
reclaimeih the sinner from his wander-
ing shall, &c., and extinguish a mul-
titude of sins.” To estimate the
variations from the R. V., the reader
will weigh the expressions wAayyfy,
emigcpeym, kalve. Perhaps he will
give the preference to the P. T,

et A
ART. [I.—Letters on the FEvents which
 have passed in France since the

Restoration in 1815. By Helen

Maria Williams. 8vo. pp. 204,

Baldwin and Co. 1819. |

AN a former occasion [Vol.' X]I.
pp- 228—232] we were com-
pelled, by a sense of justice, to make
some rather severe striciures upon
Miss Williams’s statemeunts with re-
gard to the persecation of the French
Protestants. Time has justified all
our remarks. ‘The liberal party has
gained the ascendancy in France; it
is no longer treason to avow at Paris
that the restored government, for a
time under the influence of the Ultras,

‘did abet and sanction the persecutions

in the South, nor does policy require
the Parisian Protestants to disavow
all connexion and sympathy with the
Dissenting Ministers of London, who -
stood forward amidst difficulty and
reproach to succour the victims of
intolerance; and Miss Williams her-
self is emboldened by the altered tone
of public feeling to assume the lan-
guage which so well becomes her, of
an ardent friend of civil and religious
liberty. | |

She thus describes the political
state of (hat generation of the French

‘who will presently form the na-

tion :—

‘¢ Abeve all, one class of the nation was
found in vigornus resistance to all uwltra-
royalist measures ; that class is composed
of the whole youth of France. Awong
them there 13 no dissenting voice, no hos-
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tile opinion. You may still inquire in
French society, what are the political sen-
timents of a man in advanced life; but zf
the person with whom you comverse be
_ young, inquiry is useless ; that personm is
a lover of liberty. ‘The French youth
have lived only under the new order of
thiugs, and have not heen taught to re-
spect the old. They have imbibed the
principles of the Revolution, without hav-
ing felt its evils. Its pitiless tempest
rocked their cradle and passed harmless
over their heads. They are not like those
who, having passed through the Revolu-
tion, are weary of the conflict, and dis-
posed to leave the reformation of the
world to whomever it may concern. The
minds of the French youth are unsubdued
by suffering, and full of the ardour of
independence. They know that liberty
is the prize, for [which] wmany of their
parents have bled in the field or perished
on the scaffold.
read in modern history, of which their
country has been the great theatre, -to
seek for liberty where it is not to be found.
'Fhey do mnot resemble that misled and
insensate multitade who, in the first years
of the Revolution, had just thrown off their
chains, and profaned in their iguorance
the cause they revered. The present race
are better taught, and will not bow the
kpee to false idols. They rally round the
charter as their tutelar divinity, whom it
is their duty to ebey, and their privilege to
defend.”’—Pp. 7—9. '

We are pleased with the following
notice, the first that has reached us,.
of the recal from exile of M. Pomi-
~iER Ramaupn, the brother of the
illustrions and unfortunate Rabaud St.
Litienne, and for several years oune of
the Protestant ministers at Paris. M.
Rabaud was one of the Convention
that sate in judgment upon Louis
XVI. He gave his votefor the death
of the king, but with an additional
clause designed to save his life.
measure of his political offences was
filled up by his signing the ¢ Addi-
tional Act,” that is, the act of allegi-
ance to Buonaparte on his return
from KElba. And hence, at an ad-
vanced age, and without any means
of subsistence but his profession, he
was banished from France.

¢“ M. Rabaud bears a name which 1is
never pronounced but with veneratiou by
the Protestantsof France. His exile was
generally deplored ;3 the pious had lost
a model, and the poor a friend. After
two years of exile, his return was solicited
by qene of the best defenders of Protes-

But they are too well .

The
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tantism and of liberty in France, M. Bo;

d’ Anglas, and granted by the Kin v:gssy
generous alacrity. ‘The first tim% Onh.
venerable pastor appeared at church "
great part of the audience offered hin: ?
spontaneous tribute of affectionate reve‘t

rence, by rising, when he entered.”
11,12.

The great thing gained by the
French is the election of representa.
tives. This privilege is not equal ju
value to the elective franchise in LEn-
gland. The people ouly elect other
electors, who, iu what are calleg
‘¢ electoral colleges,” choose the ac.
tual Deputies; and in the assembljes
of the * electoral colleges™ no discus.
ston is permitted on the merits of the
respective candidates. |

‘““ The people, however, well understand
the value of their right of election. They
know the price it bas cost. They are not
ignorant that they have paid for it with
thirty years of revolution, with their
tranquillity, their fortunes, their children:.
they regard it, like the sacred
ark, which no impious hand could touch
with. impunity. During the last election
at Paris, a friend of mine passed a group
of people, who were talking politics in the
street, when one man, stepping out of the
group, pointed with his hand to a placard
with the names of the electors, and ex-

claimed, This is the Revolution.”—Pp.
31, 32.

The sign and seal of French liberty

-—.de

“is the impotence of the priesthood, of

which Miss Williams

\ gives an amus-
Ing proof': '

“ The carnival of 1817 was succeeded
by an incident that spread a general gaiety
over the first days of Lent. This was a
Mandement, or Pastoral Letter, of the
Grand Vicaires of Paris, the first episcopal
authority in the interregnum of the arch-
bishoprick, addressed to the faithful, and
affixed as usunal, at that season, to the
walls of all the churches of the capital.
Itwas in general, in the accustomed forms,
prescribing abstinence, granting permis-
sion to eat eggs, &c.—but it contained
one prohibition of a novel description. A
bookseller had just published a compact
edition of Volwire for more general use;
and against this publication the Mande-
ment hurled all its thunders. The Pari-
sians have long had sufficient reasou to be
serions, but their natural disposition 1s to

‘be gay; they were glad of an occasion for

mirth, and never was a Mandement beforc
the cause of so much pleasantry. It fur-
nished the subject of epigrams, the burden
of songs; every body felt the ordinary
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disposition to do what was forbidden 3 and
h was the increased demand for Vol-

suc L , .
taive, that seven mew (.e_dltlons were pu»b‘
lished and sold rapidly. ‘_.T-hese were fol-
lowed by new editions of R‘ousseau? and
other French classics, who now agaiun de-
scended from their shelves, and became
for a moment the order of the day.”—Pp.
105, 106. -

The ancient ardour of the Freuch
for literature has given way to zeal
for politics. |

¢ Such is the present avidity for poli-
fical intelligence, that Paris is filled with
reading-rooms, which are crowded from
morning till pig*ht., with ¢old and young, all
alike eager to seize upon soiie new pam-
phlet, and obtain information of what is
passing. At the Athenée, a loug esta-
blished literary institution, nothing attracts
so brilliant a crowd of both sexes as the
diseussion of some political question by
M. Benjamin Constant, with that analyzing
precision, and that persuasive eloquence
of which he has so eminently the secret,”
—P.108.

According to Miss Williams, the
French are no longer irreligiouns:

~ ¢“1tis a pleasure 1o relate that, although
enlightened persons in France give no
quarter to superstition, a general respect
for religion now prevails in this country.
No glory can any longer be acquired by
the miserable boast of infidelity. In the
first years of the Revolution, those deplo-
rable dectrines were so prevalent, that

they bad descended even to the vulgar.

‘Il faut une religion pour le peupley
said a cobbler to a friend. At present the
sneer of irreligion is as distant from the
tone of good company, as it is from the
principles of right reason. The infidel
now bears his gloomy system as well as he
can, in silence, and no longer obtrudes his
incredulity on others ; on those who, per-
haps, in the bitterness of adversity, lean
for their sole support on a creed that tells
them of pity that partakes—of mercy that
consoles, misfortune 3 and of goodness
that will remember virtue.”’—Pp. 115,
116, "

But with this respect for religion,
there is litt]e disposition in the French
people to bigotry : they are said to
View the missions of the priests with
indignation.  Of these Miss Williams
says,

“ Catholic missionaries are sent by no-
body knows whom, to wander, nobody
fene‘t)ws dWhy, over France, with pilgrim-
e ,fa'nh preach the dogmata of: the Catho-
o ath, as if they were as little known
i the bauks of the Garonne as of the

185158ippi. They plant great iron crosses
VOL. X1V, | 4 7

in the principal squares. or streets of the
towns or villages where they pass, and on
which they engrave figures of hearts, . in-
scribing on each heart the name of one of
the faithful.”—P, 116. -

In a Supplementary Letter, Miss
Williams vindicates the French Pro-
testants from some charges which
she understands have been preferred
against them in Englaud, and particu-
larly by a reverend gentleman of the
name of Raffles. . From the vagueness
and pompousness of the defence we
can scarcely collect the nature of the
accusation.  Sabbath-breaking ap-
pears, however, to be one of the of-
fences in question; and in treating
this, Miss Williams breaks out into
oratorical exclamations which mean
nothing, instead of replying that the:
foreign Protestants do not hold the
same notions as the English Noacon-
formists of the sanctity of the-Sab-
bath, or rather the first day of the
week. -

COne fact stated by our author (p.
105) shews the intimate connexion
between civil and religious liberty.
When attempts were lately made by
the Ultras to violate the Charter in
respect of the law of elections, perse-
cuting movements were made at Nis-
mes. On that occasion, the ardour of
the bigots” in the town was cooled by
an intimation from the Protestaut
peasants of the Cevennes, that if one
drop of Protestant blood were spilt,
the mountains would descend, and < it
would be weoe to the Catholics.”
Happily (as Miss Williams concludes,

pp- 197, 198), the peasants were not

compelled to fulfil their menace, the
Charter triumphed in the Chamber
of Deputies, and the Protestants at
Nismes are in safety.
: et WP e
Awr. Ill.—The Duties of Christians
towards Deists: A Sermon, preached
at the Unitarian Chapel, Parlia-
ment Court, Artillery Lane, Bishops-
gate Street, on Sunday, October 24,
1819, on occaston of the recent Pro-
secution of Mr. Carlile, for the
Republication of Paine's Age of
. Reason. By W. J. Fox. 8vo. pp.
18. 1s. 6d. .-
THE argument against the pu-
nishment of opinions appears to
us unanswerable. ‘T'here can, in fact,
be no hiberty of inquiry, if there be
not liberty for the avowal of the result

{
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of inquiry, whatever that result may
be. Mr. Fox has argued this point
most ably and suceessfully. But
whilst we agree with him in his main
position, we think that he assumes too
.much of the character of an advocate,
and that he indulges in what is called
special pleading. 1t is due to him, at
the same time, to say that where he
discovers a leaning which is not
consistent with impartiality, he is
evidently under the influence of com-
passion towards those whom he con-
siders wronged.

Notwithstanding Mr. Fox’s acute
remarks (Pref. pp. v.—vii.) we do not
perceive that the conviction of Carlile
« vyirtually rescinds the protection
granted by the Legislature to Unita-
rians.”” We hesitate in our assent to
the proposition, (p. 88,) that ¢ to talk
of the opinions of Deists dissolving
all the bonds of society, destroying
the obligation of an oath, and aunihi-
lating the distinction between vice
and virtue, is mere declamation,’ ¢ the
language of deception, of ignorance or
of bigotry.”” We cannot for a mo-
ment admit (p. 29) ‘¢ that the rejec-
tion of Christianity may be thrown
into a series of propositions, every one
of which propositions is maintained
by some sect of Christians,” since we
believe that the reverse is the truth,
and that the essentials of the Christian
religion may be put into a series of
articles, not one of which has ever
been denied by any Christian deno-
mination. Still less can we agree
with the assertion that the opinion of
Unitarians is opposed to that both of
other Christians and of Deists, (Pref.
P Xv.) ““in resting the hope of future
existence upon the doctrine of the
resurrection, and not upon the Ortho-
dox and Deistical notion of the natweral
tmmonrtality of thesoul; for we appre-
hend that the majority of unbelievers
are Materialists, and we know that the
Unitarians are divided upon the ques-
tion of the soul’s natural immortality.

We make these exceptions to this
Sermon for the sake of truth and free
discussion, but we could quote many
,eloquent passages. which have our
cordial approbation.
contains a beautiful extract, and as
beautiful an adaptation of it to the
preacher’s purpose: .

. “‘The feelings of pious Christians are
.doubtless wounded by insulting language

ing
The following

offered to all they vevere. Let them mest

it by a Christian spirit. Nothing wil shew

so well the heavenliness of their religion

Let them imbibe the spirit of the following.

beautiful remark of Robinson :—¢Jg G(f;

dishonoured ? Imitate his condugt then

Do?.s he thunder, does he lighten, dees he
afilict this peor man? Behold his sup

enlightens his habitation, his rain re.
freshes his fields, his gentle breeze fans
a.nd animafes him every-day, his revelation
lies always open before him, his throne of
mercy is ever accessible to him, and will
you, rash Christian, will you mark him
out for vengeance? I fancy to myself a
Christian, who has abetted a prosecution
for Infidelity, reading such a passage as
this. Does not his heart sink within him
at the incorrectness of the picture, 4an in.
correctness produced by his instrumen-
tality?* ¢ No,” he may say, ¢ the sun does
not enlighten his habitation ; I have con-
signed him to a dungeon. The rain does
not refresh his fields; I have invaded his

property.’ His home does not smile; I
have filled it with mourning. Revelation

is not open before him; I have made him
loathe the book, and done the utmost of a

mortal to reverse the benignity of God.’
Miserable man !”’—Pp. 42, 43.

| —
ArT. IV.—A4 Few Words on an In-
portant Subject : The Difference
“between Unitarians and Deists : Re-
commended to the Consideration of
- Unbelievers and Reputed Orthodox
Believers. By Richard Wright,
U. M. 12mo. pp. 12. Eaton and
- Teunlon. 2d.
SEASONABLE little tract,
drawn up with judgment and
candour, and under a strong convic-
tion both of the right of free inquiry

and of the supreme importance of
divine revelation.

prent il
Art. V.—Thoughts on Suicide, iz &
Letter to a Friend. 8vo. pp. 50.
Payne and Foss, and Hunter. 1819.

SUICIDE is a distressing subject.
We doubt whether any good can
result from familiarizing the discus-
sion of it to the public mind. In
more than oue instance, we have seen
the mischievous consequences of mak-
the lawfulness of it matter of de-
bate. Butifany publication on such
a topic may be commended, it is that
of the author before us, who, though
he mitigates the crime and horror of
suicide more than we quite. apprové
yet is so evidently swayed by pure
benevolence, and preserves such 3



Review.—A Letter to Lord Jokin Rassel.—Jolin Wright's Controversy. 703

cautious and rev‘e«‘rcptia.tl regard of mo-
rality and of Christianity, that noone
can read his Thoughts and feel
jess disposed than before to watch
qoainst | ¢ presumptuous sins” or to
p?ay that he may be “ innocent from
the great transgression.”
e

Arr. VI—A Letter to Lord Johin
Russel on the Necessity of Parlia-
mentary Reform, as recommended by
Myr. Fox, and on the Expediency of
Repealing the Corporation and Test
Acts. 8vo. pp. 80. Hunter, and
Rodwell and Martin. 1819.

HIS is a temperate, healing pam-
_ phlet, en subjects which have
- caused great divisions, and led to much
violence. The Author is a Whig of
the Fox school; he appears also to
be an Unitarian Dissenter: yet he is
as little of a partizan as it is possible
for any man of decided opinions to
be; he will not indiscriminately cen-
sure the present ministers, and he can
see some good in a National Esta-
blishment of Religion. At the same
time, he does not, like some writers
that we know, confine his liberality
and candour to the stronger party;
his civility to the Church of England
18 not designed to sharpen his hostility
to the Methodists, nor his toleration
of the Tories to unite a greater force
in persecution of the Radical Re-
formers, - ' |

In defending the rights of the Pro-
tes?ant Disseunters, Cives (for this is the
writer’s subscription to the letter)
maintains those likewise of the Unita-
nans, especially as far as they were

called in question by Mr. Shadwell,

in the Wolverhampton Case.

The whole Letter displays ability,
reading and Christian feeling. . We
wish it may have its proper influence
on the mind of the noble person to
whom it is addressed, in disposing
him to bring forward in Parliament
the great questions here discussed.
But why the two questions are asso-
ciated we do not exactly perceive;
Parliament_ary Reform has no more
Connexion ‘with the Repeal of the
’Corporation and Test Acts, than with
the abolition of Revenne Lotteries;
ﬂlOug:h, perchance, both.might follow
from it, -

In a note to a

ta ble creeds, - Rassagze on unchari-

64, 65, the author

relates tlie following story from La-
trobe’s Anecdotes of Fred. 11. King

of Prussia: -

¢ The nobles of Valangin deposed a
clergyman of the reformed religion for
having. preached against eternal damna-
tion, The Clergyman applied to the King
for redress, who immediately issiied an
order, commanding them to replace the
Clergymau in his benefice, and to act in
future in a more tolerant and. rational
manner. In consequence of this, the no-
bles presented a long remonstrance, in
which they, in the most submissivé lan-
guage, insisted upon their right to depose
the Clergyman, and positively refused to
reinstate him, as the people were deter-
mined to -hear nothing said against the
doctrine of eternal damnation. The King,
who did not choose on this occdsion to
dispute their privileges, but yet had always
a great ‘objection to contradict any order
he bad issued, sent back their remon-
strance with these words added to the bot-
tom, ‘if my loving subjects of Valangin
choose to ébe eternally damned, I have
mothing to say against it.” >
. |

ARrrT. VIl.— American Unitarian Con-

troversy, containing the Author’s De-
Jence of the Unitarian Doctrines
aganst-several Opponents; tneluding
also their Letters or KEssays, &ec.
By John Wright of George Town,

D (elaware) C- (ounty), United
States of America. 8vo. pp. 114.

Liverpool printed ; and. sold by
D. Eaton, London..  2s.

| R. JOIHN WRIGHT is well
known to our readers as the
person against. whom the abortive
prosecution for blasphemy was begun
at Liverpool [Mon. Repos. X1l. 244,
306, 431]. He has lately emigrated
to America, and settled at George
Town, near Washington, where {(in
Quaker phrase) he is bearing his test:-
mony to Unitarianism. (See p. 458
of our present Vol.) The pampbhlet
before us is an interesting record of a
controversy in the American news-
papers, in which assumed orthodoxy
appears on the other side of the water
in the same character that if bears on
this; presuming, censorious, intolerant
and very much disposed to misrepre-
sentation. DBut the cause of truth is
in good hands, and we have no doubt
that the result of Mr. Wright’s judi-
cious, temperate and persevering as-
sertion of the Unitarian doctrine will
be a large accession to the worshipers
of the One God, the Father. |

oo y
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~ 1819. June 23, at Paris, aged 76, M.
PrOSPER-GABRIEL AUDRAN, Professor of
Hebrew of the French College. He was
the son of the celebrated Audran, director
of the Gobelin-Tapistry, whose house was
the resort of mapy distinguished artists.
The young Audran, who had naturally
a taste for the arts, wished to embrace the
profession of one of them ; but his father,
who destined bim to the bar or the magis-
tracy, made him pursue the requisite stu-
dies, and purchased for him in 1768 the
charge of Counsellor of Justice at Paris.
He carried to this dignity an inflexible
integrity, which formed the foundation of
his character. He displayed with his
companions the firmness and the courage
which then distinguished the tribunals and
courts of justice, and he took his share of
the disgraces and the injuries put upon
them by the government. He was banished
with his brethren in 1771, under the Chan-

‘cellor Meaupou, and recalled in 1774, at .

the accession of - Louis XVI.

At this period, he connected himself
especially with the advocate M. Baudin,
who died President of the Council of An-

cients. This latter, who had drawn from
the school of the Oratory more solid prin-
ciples of religion than those that were
then taught in the majority of seminaries,
made it his duty to communicate them to
his friend ; and as M. Audran was naturally
serious, he had no difficulty to understand
and relish them : thenceforward he gave
himself up more particularly to the stud
of Holy Scripture, withoutat all neglecting
his duties as a magistrate. After some
years, being persuaded that it was, if not
impossible, yet at least very difficult to
reconcile the spirit of penitence with his
magisterial functions, he sold his office to
live in retirement, and to devote himself to
the kind of life which appeared to him the
most conformable to his divine model. He
went to lodge in.a small apartinent ("Rue
des Magons) near his mother, of whom he
teok a particular care until her death.

There he lived in his retreat .leading
the Iife of a penitent, and meditating day
and night upon the eternal truths which
were all his consolation.  To improve
himself in Hebrew, to which bhe had ap-

plied principally since he had quitted the |

nagistracy, he wmade acqnaintance with
M. Riviére, professor of this language ia
the College of France; he, on his side,
finding in M. Audran all the aptitude
necessary for mastering 1t and becoming
a proficient in it, made him a friend, and
presently a rival in his favourite pursuit.
M. Audran made such progress under
such a wmaster, that on the death of M.
Riviére, which happened a few years after
he was jndged worthy to succeed him’

His mcdesty led him to resist for some
time, but he -was at length coustrained tg
yield to the intreaties of his friends, espe-
cially of M. Camus, then keeper of the
national archives. .

In his new appointment he displayed
his wonted econscientious zeal. Not con.
tented with public and stated lectures, he
threw open his closet at all hours of the
day to students. More than once he hag
been knowu to seek out those that were
unavoidably absent from lecture,and to give
them instructions at their own lodgings.

Though his inceme was considerable

v « o >
his styl? of living was that of a hermit,
He nursed his fortune for the poor ; sup-
porting a great number of families, edu-
cating children and setting out youths in
the world. His last worldly act was to
give the little money that he had in store
to a friend for the benefit of the .poor,
wishing, as he expressed himself, to carr
into the other world no wealth but what
was.current there. |

One of his friends has drawn up for him
the following monumental inscription :—

Hic jacet
Prosper-Gabriel Audran,
Linguar. Hebr. Chald. et Syr. in Regio
Franciae
Collegio Professor.

In viis justicize ambulavit
Doctus, doctrin® sapientiam antetulit;
proprizc laudis contemptor, soli Deo, et
verbis
et factis, gloriam dare voluit;
firma fide, spe certa,
vitam ®ternam constanter anhelavit;
caritatis non ficta>, erga Deum et homines,
mandatum implevit;
paupertatem et pacem amavit;
pauperes, quos dotavit, defunctum, per-
petuo.
lugebant;
obdormivitin Dom.die 23 meus. Junii 1819,
_an. xtatis 76.

e |
r . .

October 8, at Hombiwrg von der Hohe,
near Frankfort en the Mayne, in the 22d
year of his age, Mr. Joun WELLBELOVED,
second son of the Rev, Charles Wellbe-
loved, and lately o divinity student in the
Manchester College, York. The disorder,
which carried him off, was a nervous
fever; and probably arose from an excess
of futigue and excitcment, The premature
death of this amiable and promising young§
man is onc of those mmysicrious appoint-
meunts, which, however firmn our trust In
the wisdomm and ocoodness of the Creator,
must powerfully npress us with u'sens‘e
of our own ignorance and our utter inab1-
lity to measure his unfathomable counsels.

Gifted by nature with superior talents,
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apd furnished by education with the am-
lest means for their development, he pad
already excited the fondest anticipations
offuture eminence and usefulness' in all

{hose by whom bis worth was known.

Every advantage of instraction and excite-
ment which could promote their growth
and hasten their expansion into the full
bloom of excellence, seemed combined to
fulfil the most sanguine wishes of his
friends, when a sickness, as appat'ent‘ly
casual in its origin as it.vvas rapid in its
progress and consummation, all at ence
threw a cloud on the fair prospect, and has
Jeft to his sorrowing survivors only a deep
and painful conviction of the inscrutable
purposes of Providence, and the pensive
memory of virtues which are now no more.
To dwell on the many amiable and ex-
cellent gualities of those whom we have
Joved, and retrace the lineaments of a
friendship, whose sweet and genial influ-
ence once shed happiness on the social
hour, is a pleasing, but, at the same time, a
‘delicate and responsible task 3 and yet, to
pass wholly in silence so much that was
truly good, so much that must awaken our
love, and may provoke imitation, to be
denied the gratification of paying a slight
tribute to the memory of departed worth,
would be a privation at once painful and
improper, . .
Perhaps no one ever had a moie tho-
voughly warm, benevolent, and guileless
beart, than the friend whose untimely
death it is the sad office of these pages to
record ; had more of that universal recti-
tude and purity of feeling, which guided
him aright, even in his gayest and most
thonghtless heours, when imagination was
on the wing, and réason had least direct
mfluence on his actions. For an occa-
sional warinth of temper, the result of a
sanguine temperainent and enthusiastic
ardour of wind, and which his cooler
Judgment would have taught him to re-
press, he more than atoned by the total
absence of every tincture of malevolence
and selfishness, and by a generous and
uniform readiness to acknowledge himself
nerror, when coanvinced, in his calmer
monds, that he was so. |
Of his intellectnal character, if a friend
may be permitted to speak, perhaps ele-
Rance of tuste and quickness of perception
were the distingnishing features. More

disposed and better suited to the hvely

and elegant illustration of the mewning of
others than to striking out new and origi-
nal combinations of bis own, or engaging
I patient and laborious research, his mind
Was perhaps rather acute than compre-
hensive; g faste rather literary than
P!"'OSUphical. But he was young; aud
18 mind, elegant and well-informed, as
it Certainly was, might have contained
“:'thm it germs, yet undeveloped and un-
10wn, which, had his life 'lyeen spared,
Might haye ripened, by the gentle dews
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and mild sun-shine of letters and philo-
sophy, into still nobler fruits, and given
the promise of even a fairer harvest,

But these, alas ! will never blossom for
us 3 transplanted, we believe, and religion
is our glorious pledge, to more-genial skies
and a happier clime. Delightful, how-
ever, as are the anticipations of faith, and
animating the hope of a final and indis-
soluble union, yet still it is a sweet and
mournful satisfaction to remember what
once he was, to recall those mild engag-
ing manners, that gentle and benevolent
spirit, those pure and pious dispositions,
which once charmed and made happy the
wide circle of mourners, who now deplore
his loss; it is scothing to have offered
these last dues to a friendship which now
lives only in remembrance;

Accipe fraterno multiim manantia fletu,
Atque in perpetuum, frater, ave atque
vale.— J.J. T.
‘ e A— ’

Oct. 23, after a few days’ illness, aged
65, JANE, the wife of Mr. Richard MaNLEyY,
Sen. of Chowbent, Lancashire. She was
the mother of a numerous family of chil-
dren, twelve of whom arrived at years of
maturity, and all, excepting the eldest
daughter, who died about twelve months
before her mother, now survive her. She
was followed to the grave by the afflicted
and bereaved partner of her joys and cares
in life, accompanied by his eleven chil-
dren, ten sons and daughters-in-law, and
several of his grand-children, altogether
forming a large group of family mourners,
rarely witnessed, The sight was awfully
impressive 1o those who viewed it. To the
last week of her life, ¢¢ she looked well to
the ways of her household. Her children
rise up and call her blessed ; her husband
also, and he praiseth her.”” Asan indus-
irious and affectionate wife and mother, a
kind and generous neighbour, she has left
an example worthy the imitation of her
numerous family and of all who knew
her. B. R. D.

B ™ ¢

Nov. 3, in the 41st year of her age,
Mary, the eldest danughter of Mr. Cannon,
of Chowbent, Lancashire. Of a delicate
habit of body from childhood,. she bore
the sufferings, generally attendant on such
a_constitution, with a degree of fortitude
and patience truly Christian. During the
last spring and summer, while disease was
evidently hastening on her dissolution, and
her sufferings, at times, must have been
very acute, she neither murmured nor
complained, but was always placid, and
resigned to the will of God. Educated in
the principles of Unitarianism, they became
the choice of her maturer age, and the
foundations of her faith and hope. Rarely
was she absent from her place of worship.
Those unfavourable changes of the sea-
sons, and those trifling bodily ailments
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which too many think a sufficient excuse
for the neglect of public worship, by her
were disregarded ; and if not entirely con-
fined to the house by severe indisposition,
:she was a constant attendant on the ordi-
nances of religion. Her afilicted parents,
while mourning the loss they have thus

‘'sustained, on the verge of time, have this

Christian consolatiou remaining, that they

have followed to the grave that moral worth

and excellence, which, in the great day of

retribution, will conduace to their and her

eternal joy, B.R.D.
e —— | ‘

- Nov. 4, in the 77th year of his age, at
Allington, near Bridport, Mr. ANDREW
AspoTt, a native of Bradford in Dorset-
shire, who always maintained a character
that attracted the respect and attachment
of those who knew him. For many years,
in partnership with Mr. Turner, be carried
on the business of a considerable China,
glass, and Staflfordshire warehouse, in
Fleet Street, London; and on the Lord’s
day usually attended the religious services
of the Rev. Mr. Tayler, in Little Carter
Lane Meeting House. TFor some time past
he had retired from business and resided
at Weymouth, from whence he removed
to this neighbourhood (with one of his
daughters and another relation who lived
with him) that he might be near to his de-
ceased wife’s connexions in Bridport, per-
sons endeared to him also by the ties of
friendship. Within a few weeks of this last
removal, he was borne to his long home,
¢ the house appointed for all living.”

From frequent intercourse I had with
Mr. Abbot some years ago, I found that
he was a diligent reader of the sacred
Scriptures, and that when he met with
dificulties in the perusal of them, which
had not previously arrested his attention,
he usuvally committed them to writing, for
more mature examination. This judicious
method may be recommmended to those

who wish to understand what they read,

as calculated eventually to give satisfac-
tion to the mind, on passages in the re-
cords of divine .revelation, which, at first
view, appear obscure or inconsistent with
others. Religious truth is of so invaluable
a nature, as abundantly to repay the lahours
of those who, with fervent prayer to the
Father of lights for his gracious blessing,
seek for it as for hidden treasure. '
For some time past Mr. Abbot experi-
enced the infirmities which frequently
attend declining years, and contribute to
reconcile persons to that awful change by
death, which is the appointed lot of man.
Two of his precious senses, those of
seeing and hearing, had been gradually
decaying, and a fever, within a few days

after he was seized with it, terminated his P

mortal existence. Great as was the trial
which his bodily infirmities occasioned,
he bore it with Christian’ equanimity,

e
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having in himself a source of Pleasing'
reflections. His mind was stored with 4
variety of useful knowledge, of whieh,
indeed, he never made any ostentatioys
display ; his judgment was sound and dis.
criminating, and his disposition was placid _
and amiable in no common degree.

As to his religious sentiments, they
were decidedly Unitarian. I visited him
but two days before his death. He was
aware of his approaching dissolution, and
his mental faculties were as perfect as I
ever knew them. On my speaking to him
of the soothing consolations, which reli-
gion tends to afford the Christian in the
most trying circumstances, he expressed
his firm belief in the truth of Christianity,
the greatest blessing that could be be-
stowed on man. He said, ¢ I derive much
satisfaction from the views of it which the
Unitarian docirine presents. I em per-
suaded,”” he added, ¢ there is but one
God the Father, the only proper ohject of
religious worship, and that our blessed
Saviour derived all his powers from him.”
He dwelt with sacred pleasure on the
paternel character of God, as represented
in scripture, and on his infinite wisdom
and boundless goodness. In his free
mercy, as revealed by Jesus Christ, he
declared, he reposed unshaken confidence
for final acceptance. . His gradual ap-
proach to the termination of his mortal
course, with a mind stedfast in the Chris-
tian faith, and cheered with the hopes of
the gospel, may be likened to a serene
summer’s evening, without a cloud to
obscure its brightness. We are hereby

‘reminded of the observation of the Psalmist

(though from various causes there are
some exceptions to this, general rule),
‘¢ Mark the perfect man, and behold the
upright, for the end of that man is peace.”
Such a death-bed scene, of a person,
whose general life and conduct have been
suitable to his Christian . profession, 1s
peculiarly instructive and interesting.
It sweetly recommends a conrse of piety
and virtue. It furnishes an additional
instance of the efficacy of Unitarian prin-
ciples, when properly understood, and
their genuine influence have been felt in
the heart and life, to support the mind
under ' the afflictions to which frail huma-
nity is subject, and in those solemn mo-
ments, when nature is sinking within us,
and the ties which bind us to this nsortul_.
existence, are fast dissolving. It directs
our views beyond the confines of the grave,
to the second coming of Jesus Christ, anfi
the glory and happiness which then await
his faithful folbowenrs. L |
Who is there, if a witness to the scene
above-described, that wonld  not be dis-
osed to exclaim, ¢ Let me die the death

of the righteous, and let my latter end be
like his™’'' . ? T. HOWE.

Bridport, Nov. 13, 1819.
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Correspondence in the Times News--

- paper, relating to the Unitarians.

[We are urged by many Correspondents
to register the following Letters in the
Monthly Repository. To explain them
we prefix the Clergyman’s Letter, together
with the remarks of The Times’ Editor,
which appeared in that Newspaper on
Tuesday the 9th instant. The Letters
were inserted on the two following days.

Eb.
: The Clergyman’s Letter.
To the Editor of the Times.

SIR, | |

I was much pleased to find you
taking an interest in, and giving so
good a report of, the proceedings of
the Bible meeting, at the Mansion-
house. There are, however, one or
two observations which you make in
relation to those proceedings, in your
journal of yesterday and to-day, re-
specting which, [ shall merely offer
to your consideration one or two
queries. ; |

ist. Do you not think that the re-
peal of the Act in reference to Soci-
nians, afforded Mr. Carlile the only
show of defence which he made on
his trial? And was there not—I
appeal to you as a member of the
Church of England—was there not
some truth in his defining.a Socinian
to be a Deist in a cloak? Was there
not, also, some point in his question,
“ Where were your bishops and
Christian advocates when the above-
mentioned Act was repealed ?”

I may just add, on this head, that I
wish no sect of religionists to be called
to account for their principles; but,
still [ think the permitting the Act to
remain as originally passed, while' it
would have been an effectual barrier
to infidelity, would not have operated
M any thing like persecution, with
regard to the persons against whom
it was levelled. It might have been
suffered to remain suspended as a
sword over their heads, not, indeed,
to be ever employed against them,
but to shew that the L.egislature,
t?‘““glg 1t did not punish, at the same
tme dlﬂa]gproved of their tenets.

,Qd'Y- oes it not strike you, as a

- remark,

defect in the law of the land, that a
blasphemer, after conviction, may
carry on, and most profitably and
shamelessly too, the nefarious trade

' for which he has been convicted: by

a jury? Where was the wisdom,
then, of repealing a statute, or part of
one, by which, in the case of Eaton,
his whole stock was seized and de-
stroyed after his conviction; and will
it not be wise in Parliament to revive
the said statute, or provide in some
other way for the remedy of such a
grievance? [ am convinced religion
is in no danger, so far as the en-
lightened and reflecting are eon-
cerned; but ought not provision to

" be made, both that the Infidel should

not be'suffered to outrage the public
feeling by continuing to sell what his
“country has condemned as blasphe-
mous; and that the ignorant and un-
thinking should dbe defended from
exposure to the seduction and the
plausibility and the impiety of blas-
phemous publications? | _,

With regard to the statement made
by the clergyman ‘with whom Mr.
Cunningham differed, allow me to
that the former has been
very recently in what are called the
disturbed districts, and gives, as the
result of his observations, the some-
what alarming view of the progress
of infidelity which his speech exhi-
bited. -Were it not that Bible meet-
ings are not to degenerate into de-
bating clubs, 1 am confident he could
have produced to the meeting suffi-
cient reasons for what he asserted;
and 1 doubt not that he satisfied Mr.
Cunningham’s mind at the close of
the meeting, that his opportunities of
information had been such as to ren-
der considerable regard due to his
opinion. ‘The gentleman in question
is not in the habit of forming opinions
hastily, nor publishing them rashly.

I am, Sir, vour obedient humble

servant, |
- A CLLERGYMAN.
Nov. 6. |

" Remarks of the Editor of the Times.

We insert a Jletter from * A
Clergyman,” which treats, of the
late meeting at the Mansion-house,
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and subjects springing out of it. Our
correspondent asks us several ques-
tions, to which we have before stated
our opinion that the Socinians ought
to reply. . Carlile, 2 mere blasphe-
mer, mingled himself with them, and
claimed, no doubt, the protection of
the- Act made in their behalf. DBat
then our correspondent forgets to
mention, that the Chief-Justice de-
clared again and again the utter in-
applicability of the Act to a man in
Carlile’s situation. This defendant,
therefore, might, we presume, (if the
Judge .is to be cousidered as the au-
thoritative interpreter of the exjigting
laws,) as well have urged the™
Act, or the Statute of Frauds, in his
defence. Carlile’'s merely urging the
Act is no proof that the Act could,
by .a sane understandiug, be -con-
sidered as sheltering him. = But if
Carlile slandered the law, may he
" not also be considered as slandering
those in whose favour it was really
passegigi¢hen he said, that a Socinian
<< was' a Deist in a cloak,” or some-

thing to that effect? 1t is obvious at’

first sight, that an Act may be so
framed as to allow of the reasonings
of sincere men on the interpretation
of the admitted truth of Scripture,
‘which wouald not tolerate the horrid
blasphemies of Paine and Carlile.

M 1:,;L§£hspland’s T'wa Letters.
To*the Editor of the Times.
Lrrrer I,

SIR, -
As you declare in your paper of
this day, that the Unitarians ought to
reply to the questions of your cor-
respondent, “ A Crereyman,” |
trust you wilil allow' me space for a
short answer. Humble as my name
is, I shall subscribe it, that you may
know who is responsible for the state-
ments which ['am about to give.
Unitarians, Sir, have been so long
accustomed to bhard Ianguage from
their theological opponents, that no-
thing of this kind can surprise them;
otherwise, they might wonder at the
readiness of your clerical correspon-
dent to accept Mr. Carlile. as an an-
thority against them. The object of
this gentleman in representing Unita-
rians as Deists is obvious; but as the
learned Chief-Justice would not admit
his doctrine with regard to them to
be law, so neither will any one, not

blinded by bigotry, allow it to he

- moral truth. ‘He contended, | believe,

that the denial of the doctrine of the
Trinity is Deism, confounding, pro.
bably, the original with the actual
meaning of the term.. According tq
its etymological sense of & belief s
God, or one God, the Unitatians aye
Deists or Theists, and so are- aj]
Christians; but in its present re.
ceived sense of a belief in God, to the
excluston of the Divine mission of Jesus
Christ, the Unitarians are not Deists,
nor has their system any affinity with
Deism: The charge of Deism *“ under
a cloak,” is a calumny, which they
can answer only by appealing to their
lives and characters.

You are aware, Sir, that Deism
and Atheism are terms of reproach,
which have, in all ages, been em-
ployed ' to serve unrighteous party-
purposes. The Pagans accused the
primitive Christians of Atheismn; the
Roman Catholics represented the first
Reformers as disguised Deists; the
Reformed charged the admirable Gro-
tius with being little better than a

Heathen; and the Jacobites did not

hesitate to stigmatise the venerable
and pious Archbishop Tillotson (guem
honoris causa nomino, semperque no-
menabo) as an atheistic infidel. In
such company, the Unitarians of the
present day feel little auxiety con-
cerning the coarse and calumnious
epithets that are heaped upon them;
though they may be allowed to
lament, that at this late period of
Christian  history the disciples of
Christ have learned so imperfectly
their great Master’'s divine lesson of
charity. |

It will be found upon inquiry, that
the Unitarians have taken, at least,
their share of labour in the defence of
‘¢ the.common salvation.” Their mi-
nisters have been always accustomed
to discuss and enforce zealously, from
the pulpit, the evidences of Christia-
nity. The work of Socinus that is
best known is his Demonstration of
the Truth of the Christidh Religion.
This book was translated into English
in- 1731, by Combe, a dignitary of the
Church of England, with a recom-
mendatory preface by Bishop Small-
brook, and a dedication to the then
Queen. Several volumes of Dr. Priest-
ley’s works are devoted -to the same
subject; and I question whether any
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Look be so well adapted to remove
the prejudices, an_d conciliate the af-
fections of a sceptic of superior intel-
lect as his Letters to a Philosophical
[nbelicver. And (mot to multiply
authorities, ttl(ll(;ugl;l m.an}; rtr;]m:} names
:oht be cited) who 1s 1 at 1s uni1-
g::rgsally' appealed to as (by way of
distinction) the Cllt)ctmﬂ)iondof Chrés‘i]ia-
oy 2 Is it not Dr. Lardner? at
f;,ffe Larduer who is justly con-
sidered as the leader of the modern
English Unitarians, and whose Letter
on the Logos Mr. Charles Butler, of
Lincoln’s-lun, points out, in his ¢ His-
toric Account of Confessions,” as the
Uspitarian symbol, or confession of
faith. |
- Who that knows this but must
smile at the folly of charging Unita-
rians with Deism? But there is more
than folly, there .is injustice in the
charge, and injustice that may be
mischievous beyond its immediate
effects upon the persens injured. In
the present feverish state of the pub-
lic mind, when the prevalence of.
scepticism, even awmongst ‘the com-
mon people, Whl;) are swayed more
by names than by arguments, is so
generally admitted and so deeply
deplored, can it be desirable to swell
the list of unbelievers, by classing
under that denomination the nume-
rous body of Christians, of all ages,
who have been more or less dissatis-
fied with the doctrine of the Trinity ?
Would Christianity lose nothing in
public opinion, if it could be success-
fully maintained, that Dr. Lardner,
Dr. Samuel Clarke, Mr. Locke, and
Sir Isaac Newton, who were none of
them Trinitarians, were, on that ac-
count, not real Christians? Where
are the men to fill the void that
vould be created by this depopu-
lting bigotry > -
‘ Unitarians Deists! What, then, is
it to be a Christian? Is it essential
to this character that a man should
"01{1 “ whole and undefiled” the creed
of St. Athanasius? The truth is, Sir,
that the Unitarian encounters reproach
for his scrupulous adherence to the
S;“Ptures. and especially to the words
glehls.ﬁCknowledged Master, Christ.
Wil not giv IS ¢ gys ‘
fpnsent” to cr%aed‘; l(l)l: hulflzqnenitnvz:g
f;‘;l{, but confines himself to the con-
Ston of faith laid down in the G os-

Pels and the Acts of the Apostles;
VOL. XIvV. 9 A
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hence he is reviled as a heretic, and
condemned as an unbeliever. His
creed is, the New Testament. He
judges, indeed, by the best lights that
biblical learning can supply, of' the
correctness of the text or of transla-
tions of this Sacred Volume; but he

‘makes no alterations in it, and he

adopts none which are not abundantly
justified by the most learned authori-
ties in every church; and if in the
critical question, for instance, of the
genuineness of the three witnesses’
text, 1 John v. 7, 8, he should err, he
errs with many divines and scholars
usually reputed sound, and may plead
in bar of wunchristianizing censures
the arguments and admissions of the
present erudite Bishops Tomline and
Marsh. | S |
Christianity, Sir, is the religion, not
of a party, but of the universal church;
and the rule for determining  what
constitutes a Christian is, that of quod

- semper, quod ab ommnibus, quod ubique

creditum. Is it asked, what have all
Christians, in all ages and all places,

‘believed ? -1 reply, in the words of a

cornpetent and impartial judge, Mr.
Butler, before quoted, {Life of Fene-
lon, p. 235,) « All Christians believe,
1. That there is one God : 2. That he
is a being of infinite perfection; 8.
That he directs all things by his pro-
vidence : 4. Thatitis our duty to love
him with all our hearts, and our
neighbour as ourselves: 5. That it is
our duty to repent of the sins we
commit: 6. That God pardons the
truly penitent : 7. That there is a fu-
ture state of rewards and punishments,
when all mankind shall be judged
according to their works: 8. That

God sent his Son iuto the world to

be its Saviour, the author of eternal
salvation to all that obey him: 9.
That he is the true Messiah: 10. That
he worked miracles, suffered, died,
and rose again, as is related in the four
Gospels: 11. That he will hereafter
make a second appearance on the
earth, raise all mankind from the dead,
judge the world in righteousness, be-
stow eternal life on the virtuous, and
punish the workers of iniquity.”
T'hese articles of faith, which ¢ may
be proved by most certain warrants
of Holy Scripture,” constitute the
creed of the Unitarian; and it is for
any impartial man to say whether,
believing thus, it be either just to him
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or serviceable to the interests of Chris-
tianity, that he be denounced and
proscribed as an enemy of the Chris-
tian faith.

‘There are two or three other points
in the Clergyman's letter and your

remarks, to which, with your permis--

sion, of which your known liberality
will not allow me to doubt, 1 shall
call the attention of your readers in
another letter; and, in the mean time,
I am, Sir, your humble and obedient

servant, :
ROBERT ASPLAND.
- Hackney, Nov. O

o Lerrzr 1L
"To the Editor of the Times.

SIR, -

I thank you for your prompt inser-
tion of my letter of yesterday, and
proceed, with your indulgence, to
make a few further remarks upon the
Clergyman’s Letter.

With the ground of Mr. Carlile’s
defence, Unitarians, as such, have no
concern. His pleading the 53rd of
the King, (the Act for relieving those
that do not believe the doctrine of the
Trinity from certain pains and penal-
ties,) no more implicates them in his
cause, than his appealing to the Tole-
ration Act would have identified with

“himself the whole body of Protestant
Dissenters. ltis sufficiently clear that
this statute protects the Unitarian
Christian in the conscientious avowal
of bis opinions and observance of his
worship: whether it have any colla-
teral operation, it is not for him, but
for courts of law to determine. DBut
it is very strange that the Act should
be considered by either Mr. Carlile
or the Clerg yman as commixing Deists
and Unitarians ; when the true state
of the case is, that they were con-
founded in the Oth and 10th of Wil-
liam and Mary, but are separated by
Myr. Swmith’s Bill, which takes Uni-
tarians from under the operation of
the statute, but leaves all other per-
sons confemplated by it in the precise
condition i which they stood be-
fore. |

The Clergyman seems to be dissa-
tisfied with the Legislature, the Mi-
nisters, and the Bench of Bishops, ou
account of the Unitarian Protection
Act; and if he thinks it a bad mea-
sure, he has a right to express his
dissatisfaction, and even to call (as he

actually does) for its repeal. Let hiy,
not, however, deceive himself, The
restoration of pains and penaltjes
against impugners of the doctrine of
the Trinity would not at all affect the
case of unbelievers. Thelaw, as it now
stands, is, we see, sufficient for thejp
conviction and punishment ; bat if it
were not, what possible eonnexion
could there be between the repealed
clauses ofthe Oth and 10th William and
Mary, which relate only to Autitrinita-
rians, and the seizure and destruction
of the stock of Deistical booksellers?
Having, on Mr. Carlile’s authority,
confounded Deists and TUnitarian
Christians, your correspondent seems
to suppose that to harass and terrify
the latter would awe and silence the
former. Does he not know, then,
that the Age of Reason was first pub.
hshed when the statute which he
would recall from oblivion was in ful}
force ? I appeal, Sir, to his Christian
justice and candour, and call upon
him to say, whether the Unitarians
have more part or interest in the cir-
culation of irreligious books than
himself.’ He may rest assured that
they feel as much disgust as he at the
daring falsehoods and the ribaldry of
the Age of Reason. From their pens
proceeded some of the earliest answers
to it: and the Unitarian Society has,
from its institution, made a point of
distributing tracts in defenrce of Divine
Revelation ; and by means of it, thou-
sands upon thousands have been cir-
cnlated of Dr. Hartley’s chapters *‘ on
the Evidences of Christianity ;*” of the
answer to the question, Why are you
a Christian £ by Clarke, an Améerican
divine; and of Bishop L.aw’s Reflec-
tions on the Character of Christ.

1 wish not, Sir, to be disrespectful
to your corresponident, but you must
allow me to express my astonishment
that any Protestant clergyman of the
present day should propose to revoke
exploded pains and penalties against
his fellow-christians for a difference
of faith. If, in his opimnion, they be
erroneons, let him point out their
evror, and let him defend the truth
with all his ability and zeal. As?
Christian, he must believe that in fair
argument the advantage  is on the
side, not of error, but of truth. Ifar-
guments cannof prevail against Unita-
rians, what can ? Youm'~(:m,respoﬂd¢‘”t
is scarcely of Dr. South’s: mind, that
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« they were fitter. to be crushed by
the civil magistrate than to be merely
confuted:” did 1 be]ievfa‘ him to be
so, I would only refer him to the re-
puke of a distinguished member of
his own church, Dr. Jortin, who says,
in reference to South’s ill-natured
rant, * Such is the true agonistic
style or intolerant spirit—such the
courage of a champion who chal-
lenges his adversary, and then calls
upon the constable to come and help
him !

Your correspondent, indeed, pro-
tests against the imputation of perse-
cution; he would omnly have ¢ the
sword suspended over the heads” of
Unitarians ; he would revive the pe-
nal statutes merely an terrorem. 'This
explanation is idle. < If these sta-
tutes,” said Mr. Fox, *¢ are too bad
to be put in-practice, they ought not
to be suffered to exist.” He that
wishes for their recovery shews by
that wish that they could not be safely
trusted to his hands. The Clergyman
will not, 1 am persuaded, find many
of his own, or of any profession, who
long for the revival of laws which
punish a difference of faith and weor-
ship with civil incapacities, fines, out-
lawry, imprisonment and death. The
Unitarians, 1 can assure him, have no
- fears with respect either to their fel-
Iow-countrymen or to the governutent
of their country. They repose se-
curely upon the law of the land,
strengthened especially as that law is
by liberal public opinion, and by the
tolerant disposition of the illustrious
family now upon the throme of these
realms, to whom they, in commnon
with all the Dissenters, have been
always warmly attached, and under
whose sway they feel that it would
be distoyal to entertain a doubt of
their’ own safety, while they conti-
nue to conduct themselves as faith-
ful, peaceable and useful subjects.

The alarm that now prevails with
regard to the spread of Deism, appears
to me somewhat extravagant; and I
cammot but applaud vour attempt to
Quret the fears of Christians. If their
religion be, as I believe it is, divine,
it has within itself the principle of
ife, and will come out of every con-

Al more fresh and vigorous.  The
astaults of unbelief may be necessary,
under Divipg Providence, to bring
Bed 10 2 personal sense of religion,
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and to separate the pure word of God
from humaian traditions.. 'This view
was taken of the Deistical contros
versy, which began with the French
Revolution, by the most able and
successful apologist of Christianity
which that eventful period produced:
I refer to Bishop Watson, who thus
expressed himself in an episcopal
charge—« The time, I think, is ap-
proaching, or is already come, when
Christianity will undergo a more se- .
vere investigation than it_ has ever
yet done. My expectation as to the
issue is—that Catholic countries will
become Protestant, and that Protesiant
countries will admit a further refor-
mation.” I

Nothing, in my humble judgment,
can give even a momentary trinmph
to infidelity, unless it be the amgry
zeal of Christians in prosecuting its
advocates, and placing them on the
vantage ground of suffering for their
principles. Thisis, | am aware, an
unpopular sestimeut; but 1 trust 1
may be permitted to say with the
immortal Chillingworth, ¢ I have
learned from the ancient fathers of
the church, that nothing is more
against religion than to force rek-
gion.” With what truth and elo-
quence, and with what in evangelical
spirit, is this doctrine illustrated :
enforced by Bishop Lowth, in his cele-
brated Visitation Sermon. Suffer me
to make one quotation from it, peeuli-
arly adapted to these times:—

€ Christianity itself was published to
the world in the most enlightened age ; it
invited and challenged the examination
of the ablest judges, and stood the test
of the severest serutiny : the more it is
brought to the light, to the greater advan-
tage will it appear. When, on the other
hand, the dark ages of barbarism came on,
as every art and science was almost ex-
tinguished, so was Christianity in propor-
tion oppressed and overwhelmed by error
and superstition : and they that pretended
to defend it from the assaults of its ene-
mies, by prohibiting examination and free
inquiry, took the surest method of cutting
off all hopes of its recovery. Again, when
letters revived and reason regained her
liberty ; when a spirit of inquiry began to
prevail, and was kept up and promoted
by a happy invention, by which the com-
munication of knewledge was wonder-
fully facilitated, Christianity immediately
emerged out of darkuess, and was in a
manner republished to the world in its
native simpplicity. It hathh always flon-
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rished or decayed together with learning
and liberty : it will ever stand or fall with
them. It is, therefore, of the utmost im-
yortance to the cause of true religion, that
it be submitted to an open aud impartial
examination ; that every disquisition con-
cerning it be allowed its free course; that
even the malice of its enemies should have
_its full scope, and try its utmost strength
of argument against it. Let no man be
alarmed at the attempts of Atheists or
Infidels: let them produce their cause:
let them bring forth their strong reasons,
to their own confusion: afford themm not
the advantage of restraint—the only ad-
vantage which their cause admits of : let
them not boast the false credit of supposed
arguments and pretended demonstrations
which they are forced to suppress. What
“has been the eonsequence of all that licen-
tious contradiction with which the gospel
hath been received in these our times and
in this nation? Hath it not given birth
to such irrefragable apologies and con-
"~ vincing illustrations of our mmost hely reli-
gion, as no other age or nation ever pro-

duced ? What in particular hath been the

effect of unrestrained opponsition in a ver
. récent instance, prepared with much labour
and study, and supported with all the art
. and eloquence of a late celebrated genius?*
Hath not the very weakness and impotence
“of the assault given the most signal and
decisive victory to the cause of truth?
And do not the arms of this mighty cham-
pion of infidelity stand as a trophy erected
by himself to display and to perpetuate the
triumph ?*’

In conclusion, Sir, T beg leave to
explain, that I have denominated the
community of Christians amongst
whom I have the pleasure to rank—
not ¢¢ Socinians,” but Unitarians ; and
for this obvious reason—that we are
not the disciples of Socinus: we nei-
ther adopt his entire creed, nor ob-
serve his worship; and we hope that
‘we are not tinctured with his spirit,
for it cannot be concealed that he was
a persecutor. This is a matter of
comparatively little impoftance; but
it is surely no more than justice, not
fo mention candour, to allow a sect
to choose their own denomination,
provided that it does not reflect upon
their fellow-christians.

With many thanks for your indul-
gence, I am, Sir, your obliged and
obedient servant,

ROBERT ASPLAND.

Hackney, Nov. 10. |
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* Lord Bolingbroke.

Manclester College, Yok, |

Tae Thirty-third Annval Meeting of
Trustees of Manchester College, Yo,k
was held in Crouss-street Chapel Rooms’
Manchester, on Friday, Augusté, 1819’
Joseph Strutt, Esq., of Derby, 'Presiden;
of the College, in the Chair.

The proceedings of the Committee since
the last annual meeting were read, ap.-
proved of;and counfirmed.

The Treasuver’s accounts for the year
were produced, duly audited by Mr. Sa._
muel Kay and Mr, James Darbishire, jun.,
and were allowed. |

The thanks of the meeting were una-
nimously voted to the President, Vice.
presidents, Visitors, Treasurer, Depaty
Treasurers, Secretaries, Committee and
Auditors, for their services. The follow-
ing officers were elected for the year ensu.
ing : Joseph Strutt, Esq., of Derby, Pre-
sident; James Touchet, Esq., of Broom
House, near Manchester, Peter Martineau,
Esq., of St, Albans, Daniel Gaskell, Esq.,
of Lupsett, near Wakefield, and Abraham
Crompton, Esq., of Lune Villa, near Lan-
caster, Vice-presidents; Rev. William

y Turner, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, Visitor;

Rev. Joseph Hutton, B. A,, of Leeds,
Deputy Visitor; Mr. George William
Wood, of Platt, near Manchester, Trea-
surer; Thomas Robinson, Esq., of Man.
chester, Chairman of the Committee ; Mr.
Thomas Henry Robinson, of Manchester,
and the Rev. J. G. Robberds, of Manches-
ter, Secretaries; Mr. Samuel Kay aud Mr.
Joseph Mason, Auditors. |

The Committee of last year was re-
elected, with the exception of Samuel
Jones, Esq., deceased, Wm. Winstanley,
M. D., the Rev. William Jevons, and B.
H. Bright, Esq., who have removed from
Manchester, and Thomas Potter, Esq.
These gentlemen are succeeded by Mr.
John Touchet, Mr. James Potter, Mr.
James M¢‘Connel, Mr. Robert H. Greg,
and Mr. Samuel Alcock, of Manchester.

The names of Alfred Estlin, Esq., of
Bristol, and Thomas Jevons, Esq., of Li-
verpool, were added to the lists of Deputy
Treasurers; the former, as the successor
of Thomas Rankin, Esq., resigned; the
latter, as the colleague of John Ashton
Yates, Esq. ,

There were fourteen divinity students
in the College during the last session, all
on the foundation. Of these Mr. James
Tayler, Mr, Charles Wallace, Mr. Burton,
and Mr, William Worsley, have completed
their course, and have entered upon the
duties of their profession, as Protestant
Dissenting Ministers. Two others have
been obliged by ill health to discontinue
their studies. The new admissions for thee
ensuing session are only two, in’conse-
quence of which there will next year be
some vacancies on the foundation; appli-
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for which, accompanied with the
requisite testimonials; it 1s requested may
he sent, before the first of May 1820, to
<he care of the Becretaries. |

For the first time since the removal of
"she College to York, which tqok_ place in
1803, the Trustees are deprived of the
~ratification of making their usual com-
munication of progressive annual increase
:n the smoutit of the subscriptions. The
subscriptions discontinued last year amount
to £33 1s. 6d. whilst the new ones re-
ceived, are only £26 14s5.6d. 1t is hoped
that the liberality of the friends to the
Institution, will, in the course of the en-
sning year, more than make good this
small deficiency. | | |

The Trustees have as usual been ena-
bled to make an addition to the Permanent
Fund, by vesting therein the benefactions
of the year, which have amounted to £296
92s. In making a small annual addition
to that fund, they believe they are ful-
filling the wishes of the
the friends to the College, and the rule
they have adopted, as far as circumstances
would permit, of investing in it the whole
of the benefactions, they believe to be the
one most generally approved of. To
some, it may appear, that this increasing
~accumulation of permanent preperty, is
unnecessary ; but it should be borne in
mind that the principal part of the pro-
perty of the Trustees, consists of buildings,
which are gradually becoming of less
value, and that, at all events, some accu-

oations

mulation is necessary, to replace this pro-

gressive depreciation. In making their
annual estimate of the value of this pro-
~perty, in the printed reports, the rule
adopted by the T'rustees has been to make
asmall regular reduction every year, and
thev hope that they shall always be ena-
bled, annually, to add to the Permanent
Fund, a sum at least equal to the amount
of this reduction.

The total receipts of the year, including
the usual exhibitions received for founda-
tion students from different public trusts,
through the continued kindnéss of their
respective Trustees, have been £1952 4s.
3. The payments, including the invest-
ment in the Permanent Fund, amount to
£1824 8s. 64. The balance remaining in
the Treasurer’s hands, will be scarcely
sufficient to defray the expense of some
alterations rendered necessary for the ac-
commodation of the Rev. William Turner,
Junior, Mathematical Tutor, who will,
1n the ensuing session, reside in the Col-
lege with his family, aud take charge of
the Commons and the entire domestic con-
:;‘oul of the establishment. It is hoped

at thig arrangement will be of important
bu:.‘e}mge to the Institution, and contri-
ntndén‘r:m“any to the comforts of the

ate 5 but it is necessary to be stated,

great majority of
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that it will entail on the Trustees an in-
creased annual expense, which will haye
to be provided for. ’

It appearing from the minutes of the
Committee, as read to the meeting, that
'a communication had been made to them,
of the beqiest of ¢“ a legacy of five thou-
sand pounds- to some of the principal
officers of the College, by the late Samuel
Jones, Esq., of Green Hill, near Manches-
ter, in trust, the annual interest thereof to
be appropriated to the augmentation of
the salaries of Protestant Dissenting Mi-
nisters, giving a preference to such as
have been cducated in Mauchester College,
York ;—’ L

It was unanimously resolved, ¢¢ that
this meeting doth acknowledge, and is de-
sirous to recerd its grateful sense of the
distinguished honour conferred upon this
Institution, by the late Mvr. Jones, in se~
lecting the officers of the College, as
instrnmental in the application of so mu-
nificent a donation,and in appointing the
ministers educated in ‘this Institution, as.
the more immediate objects of his benevo-
lence.” | |

A Jetter was read at the meeting from
W. B. Kennaway, Esq., of Exeter, to the
Rev, Charles Wellbeloved, dated Bristol,
July 23, 1819, announcing that ¢ the late
Rev. Joseph Bretland, of Exeter, had
bequeathed to the Trustees of the College,
all such printed books as the Rev, John
Kenrick and the Rev. Charles Wellbeloved
may choose from his library, excepting
such only as he had already bequeathed.”
Whereupon it was unanimously resolved,
¢ that the thanks of this meeting be given
to Mr. Kennaway for his polite communi-
cation, and that he be inforined, that the
Trustees will have great pleasure in-plac-
ing the booksbequeathed to the Institution,
by their late respected friend the Rev.
Joseph Bretland, of Exeter, in the College
Library.” ‘ |

At the close of the business the thanks
of the Trustees were voted to the President,
for his kindness in visiting Manchester,
purposely to attend their meeting ; and
about fifty gentlemen afterwards dined
together at the Bridgewater Arms, to cele-
brate the Thirty-third Anniversary of the
College, when Joseph Stritt, Esq., Presi-
dent, presided, and the evening was spent
with much cheerful enjoyment to all who
were present. ' .
THOMAS H. ROBINSON,

J. G. ROBBERDS,
, Secretaries.
Manchester, Sept. 25, 1819.
SRS IRN—
MiSCELLANEOUS. :

AT the Annual Commencement held in
Brown Univervity, Providence, Rhode
AIsland, in the United States of America,
on the 1lat of September, the degree of
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LL.D. was confeired on the Re». Joun
Hvans, of Islington, near London, de-
scribed in the report as ‘¢ the Author of
- the Skeich of various Christian Denomi-
nations, and other instructive Works.”
This University is in a flourishing condi-
tion, the nuinber of students exceeding
120. We observe with pleasure the fol-
lowing description of the officers :

The Right Rev. ArLexanDper V. GRis-
woLn, D.D. Bishop of the Episcopal
Church in that State and Massachusetts, is
the Chancellor.

The Rev. Asa Messer, D. D, and LL.D.
a Baptist Clergymah, is the President.

The Rev. CaLvIiN Parx, D.D. a Con-
gregational Divine, is the Professor of
Languages, Moral Philosophy and Meta-
physies. -‘

The Rev. Jasper Apams, A. M. of the
Episcopal Church, Professor of Mathema-
tics, Natural Philosophy and Astronomy.

The Parliament.

THe two Houses have been called toge-
ther.
the most gloomy and threatening kind. It
dwells upen the prevalence of irreligion
and blasphemy, 'and this complaint has
been echoed in the speeches of many of the
Lords and Commoners., On this topic,
Sir Francis BuppeTT made some remarks
in the second day’s debate in the House of

Commons, which we think deserving of

publie attention, and therefore copy :—
It was remarkable that it had become a
prevailing fashion amongst many, to mix
up reform and irreligion as two things
necessarily connected. Some persons ap-
peared to. eonsider them, like Church and
State, inseparable ; but, for his own part,
he could not imagine how the destruction
of Christianity should be faveurable to the
cause of reform. The result would, as
he apprehended, be entirely the reverse.
In point of fact, the same opinion was
entertained in the time of Charles II.,
when it was the policy of the Court to
favour every species of irreligion, with a
view of extinguishing all zeal for a firee
government. Christianity was felt to be
a religion of liberty ; it taught a doctrine
abhorred by many, the natural equality of
mankind. But it likewise inculeated jus-
tice, it recommended charity, and forbad
the imputation of evil motives to others,
without sufficient ground. It was scarcely
consistent with its spirit to throw out
charges of disaffection and disloyalty
against all who were not loyal par excel-
lence, which he understood to mean sup-
porters of his Majesty’s ministers. Ilis
own conviction was, that the people
threughout the country were strictly joyul,
and firmly attached to the comstitwtion.
But them they wanted that coustibistion

The Speech from the Throne is of .

the Toleration Aect.”

Intelligence.—The Payliament.—Senitence on Carlile.

they desired to see King, Lords and (fop,_
mens. They were as unwilling that the
Commons' should be excluded, as thay g
King sheuld be excluded.—The tendene
aud spirit of the Christian religion were 't{;
spread general liberty throughout e
civilized world; there was no ground fo,
supposing that the people were insensible
to its influence; no ground for those yp.
qualified accusations which almost seemeq
to describe that house as-the only part of
the country that was uncontaminated. By
even if that were the case, it might require
consideration to decide upon the most
effectual remedy. Was it possible to re.
fute opinions, or convince men of their
errors, by physical punishments? Aections,
and not opinions, were the proper objects
of legislation,”— |

En—

Sentence on Carlile.

A motion was made by R. CARLILE, on
the 11th inst.for a new trial, on the ground
that there was no law applicable to the
charge of blasphemy, that the Court was
twice adjourned and the jury separated,
that one of the jury on the list had died a
year before his nomination, and that ano-
ther was not summoned, that he was pre:
vented from making the defence which he
conceived to be necessary, that the Chief.
Justice addressed observations to the jury
which were extra-judicial, and that the
33rd of the King (the Trinity Bill) pro-
tected him. These grounds were over-
ruled, and the motion refused. The de-
fendant intimated that he should appeal
to a higher court, meaning the House of
Lords. ' The judges made several remarks
upon the Trinity Bill. Mr. Justice Best
stated the object of the Legislature, n
passing it, thus : ¢ There are sects of men
who believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of
Ged, but who do not believe parts qf the
Scriptures ; and therefore this statate was
passed to bring them within the seope of
This, if correctly
reported, is surely an inaceurate statement.
The Act is designed to protect certain

~ Christians, not in rejecting ‘¢ parts of the

Seriptures,”’ but in putting an interpre-
tation upon them contrary to the doctrine

.of the Trinity.

Previously to this, Mr. Gurxey had
moved for a criminal information against
Carlile and his wife, for publishmg' a
report of his trial (called in the pubh-
cation his ¢ Mock-Trial””) in two-peBny
numbers, containing the whole of ¢ The
Age of Reason™ which he had read threugh
n bis defence. The Court refused the appli-
cation with regard to €arlile Mn?nself‘, ke
being & priseaér, and therefore, it maght
be presmmmed, ignorant of what was Pd':;’
wg at his own honse, but granted. it W?

vegurd 1o the wife. On the 14th, Mas.
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-' ared in Court, to shew cause
mtla;gp:ule. She excited the sym-

thy of the Court, on account of her
situation, being far advanced in preg-
nancy. She was nnab'le to plead, but put
a paper into court which was read by an
officer. This objected that her name was
not mentioned speclﬁfzally, and that the
Trial was a fair and lm.part’lal account of
the proceedings. But it was ruled that
the information had been sufficiently served
upon her, and that it was illegal to publish
any report of a trial which contained any
thing defamatory or indecent. The rule,
therefore, was made absolute, but Mr.

Carll
agai nst

Justice BEST expressed his opinion that af en
“on Mr. Carlile, a writ of levar: facias was

the prosecution was not brought forward

from vindictive motives, and that sub-

mission would be available.

On the 16th, R. CARLILE was brought
up for judgment. Mr. DENMAN now ap-
peared for him, and pleaded, in arrest of
judgment, that the 9 and 10:of William
and Mary set aside the Common Law on
the subject of blasphemy, and that the
defendant ought to have been tried on that
statute, and then, in case-of conviction, he
would have been subject only to the pe-
nalties therein enacted. The Court, how-
ever, laid down the rule, that no mis-
demeanour at Common Law could be
repealed, except by the elear intention and
express words of the Legislature,. The
defendant now spoke, not, as be said, in
order to mitigate punishment, but to shew
that no punishment at all should be in-
flicted upon him. He was several times
interrupted by the Court. The purport of
his obser vations was, that opinions are not
proper objects of prosecution ; that opi-
nions, now held to be true, had been for-
merly punished ; that intention constituted
crime, and that his own motives were pure
and honest; that his prosecution was a
statn upon the tribunals of the country,
but that it had excited free discussion, and
that good effects would result. The At-
TORNEY-GENERAL and Mr. Gurney then
addressed the Court, calling for a severe
Judgment upon the defendant. This must
surely have been an irksome task for them,
educated as they both were, and the latter
at least remaining, amongst Protestant
Dlsgenters, by the most enlightened of
_whom such prosecutions as these have
Bow for a century heen regarded with
JUspicion and dislike. Their legal duty

ound them, we suppose, to seek to ag-
cravate the crime of the defendant by the
‘Sml&l Common-places of forensic oratory.
c::.)]leg'e'y l'ickoned 5 and ‘th'erefore they
and _h;v"‘ tf e name of the gospel of peace
Bonmente’ glf a heavy sentence of impri-
believer ill\;ll- fine upon the convicted un-
“ntencé ‘ ;‘—,Justzce Bavrry delivered ‘une
and the, o ia fie}‘ an address upon the crime

e sent Schievous effects of blasphemy.

| €nce was, for the frst offence, the
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publication of ¢ The Age of Reason,” a
Fine to the King - of Onxk TaowsanD
Pounps, and ImprIsoNMeNnT for Two
YERARS in Dorckhester Gaol : for the second
offence, the publication of ¢ Palmer’s
Principles of Nature,” a further FINE of
Five Hunprep Pounps, and a further
IMPRISONMENT in the same gaol for OnE
YEear: the defendant to be imprisoned
uirtil the Fines are paid, and until he gives
security, himself in the sum of £1000, and
two others in the sum of £100 each, for his
peace and goud behaviour during the term
of his natural life, | o

‘“ Tuesday,’” (say the newspapers)  im-
mediately after sentence was pronounced

issued to take possession of such of the
defendant’s property -as could be found
upon his premises in Fleet Street. In au
hour afterwards property to the ameouat,
as is supposed, of £600, was taken, in
part satisfaction of the fines imposed on
the defendant; and Wednesday morning
the Temple of Deism was completely
elosed. Crowds, however, at times col-
lected round the door. Somebody had
placarded a printed paper, with--an ob-
noxious inscription, in tearing - dewn
which placard the  beadles were much
interrapted and hooted by the pepulace.”

Since this was written, Mrs. CARkILE
has appeared again in Court, and it ap-
pears that the information against her will
be tried, though the trial is put off to next
term. .

Sentence on Russell, the Parodist.

At the last Warwickshire Asjizes,
Joserr Russerr was found guilty of
publishing an alleged blasphemous Pa-
rody on the Liturgy of the Church of
England; one of those. on which Wil-
liam Hone had been tried and acquitted
in. London. The jury, however, recom-
mended the defendant ¢0 mercy. He was
brought up for judgmment on the 17th
mstant. He put in several pleas in ex- .
tenuation, not omitting Hone’s verdicts
nor the recommendation of his jury. But
an affidavit was put in on the part of the
prosecution, stating, that soon after his
trial the defemdant had republished the
Pavrody- with a gross and libellous dedi-
cation. In answer to this the deferdant
dwelt upon a paragraph in the republica-
tion, in which he asserted Christian prin-
ciples, and insisted that he had republished
only the political part of the parodies.
He urged also the perplexity into which

this. long-delayed prosecution had thrown
him, his embarrassments, and the poverty

and wretchedness of his family. The
Court declared that the recommendation
of the jury had been considered, that there

was every disposition to shew Jeniency,

and that te his republication of the parody
the defendant owed whatever he should



716 Correspondence.—Errata,

monthly in the shape of (its second title) 5
“ Protestant Advocate.” The two following
passages ought to be recorded: any com-
ment would spoil the effect of them. Of the
UNITARIANS, the Anti-Jacobin of the pre-
sent month says, pp. 109,.110, ‘¢ 1% is nou.
well known that they profess DEisM com.
pletely. To keep up appearaunces, they
pretend a regard for the Secriptures, but
first so altered and remodelled, that they
just say any thing the editor pleases to
make them. A critical scholar will at
once perceive that, in these alterations,
the only rule is, to blot out as interpolated,
or explain away as misunderstood, every
passage which relates to the peenliar doc-
trines of Christianity.””—Again, in refe:
rence to CARLILE’S convictions, p. 192,—
¢¢ Carlile, indeed, gave himself no chance,

suffer, The sentence was, imprisonment
im - Warwick Gaol for siz months, and
security for the peace for three years,
himself in the sum of Two Hundred
Pounds, and two others in the sum of
Ten Pounds each; to remain in_prison
until such security be given. Russell left
the Court, exclaiming that he was im-
prisoned for life. E

- It 1s to be regretted, that after the ac-
quittals of Houe the prosecution should
have been persevered in. Amidst such
contrary verdicts, what &je the common
people to think of the law of the land?

If parodies of Secripture, as well as of
the Liturgy, be blasphemous, even-handed
justiee tequires that poor parodists alone
should not be punished. The grossest
parody of modern times is one upon the

Ten Commandments in Lord Byron’s Don
Juan, published and republished within a
few months, by Murray, of Albemarle
Street, the publisher of the Quarterly
Review, and of other ¢ orthodox” and

and irritated against him even his quon-
dam friends, who call themselves Ralional
Chiristians, He bluntly declared, that
they were in faet no Christians at all,
We sincerely wish that they would medi-

‘¢ loyal” works. In truth, the offence is
not turning the Scriptures into ridicule,
but making ministers of state ridiculous.

L ]

tate on this point with more care. 40!
parties join in assuring them that they
have no title to the denominalion of
Christians, that it is a misnomer. So ge-
neral a consent’’ [that of Mr. Carlile and
the Anti-Jacobin Review,and probably the
successor of Wm. Huntingdon] ¢ cannot
be without some foundation, and it is pro-
bably but too well:-foqmded.”

, et

CORRESPONDENCE.

et .

Communications have been received from Messrs. T. F. Barham; G. Harris;
W. Parkinson; J. Clark; and J. James; and from Brevis; T.D.; R.F.; J.C;
J.F.; Z.Z.; J.B.; Sclrahe; Seek-Truth ; and An Untitarian of the Old School.

In our next Number, the last of the Volume, we hope to bring up our arrears of
Review. Such Communications will be selected for that Number as relate to foregoing
Numbers in the Velume, with the exception of a few of temporary interest. The
others on band, upon more general topics, must lie over to Volume Fifieen. As the
ensuing Nuwmber will contain the Indexes, which we make pretty copious, and which
we are desirous of rendering as accurate as possible, we shall be obliged to print
the Miscellaneous part very early in the Month, and, therefore, Correspondents who
have Communications to send to the present Volume, are requested to forward them
unmediately. ‘ : - . ‘

We are obliged to postpone many Articles of Intelligence, and some on Foreign
affairs, which we were very anxious to insert. |

AMUSING PASSAGES FROM “ THE ANTI-
JacoriN Review.”—Few of our readers
probably are apprized that this werk is
continued; by the help of the ¢ No
Popery’ party it has been saved from abso-
lute perdition, and just contrives 1o appear
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ERRATA.

Page 600, in the date, for ¢ Eversham,” read Evesham.

Page 601, col. 1, line 13, for ¢ Mersel,” vead Merrel.

Page 601, col. 1, line 21, for ¢ Emons,” read Emans.

Page 632, col. 1, line 24 from the bottom, before  forgiven,’” insert freely.

Page 632, col. 1, line 22 from the bottowm, dele the word ¢ freely.””

Page 633, col. 1, line 20 from the top, for * veceive,” read revive.

Page 633, col. 2, line 22 from the top, for * zon,’” read son.

Page 651, col. 2, line 5 from bottom, for ‘“ Sept.”” read Oclober.

Page 652, col. 1, line 4,  Gavel,” read Gravel. o

Page (52, line 2, Correspondence,. for ¢ Taylor,”” read Tayler. :

Page 682, col. 2, after the text, [To be concluded in the next Number,] wab
accidentally omitted in some copies. ‘ |

ree e

gt






