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Sketch-of the Character of the late Rev. William Hawkes, of Manchester.
: By the Rev. J. Corrie, F. R. S. -

Integritate vite Cato.

[Mr. Hawkges was born February
10, 1759. He received his academical
education in part under the Rev. Mr.
Robins, at Daventry ; and in part
under the Rev. Dr. Aikin, at Warring-
ton. He afterwards continued his
theological studies for some time under
the direction of the Rev. William Tur-
ner, of Wakefield. He first settled as
a minister 2t Dob-lane, near Man-
chester, whence he afterwards removed
to Bolton, where he, for a few ir)ea.rs,

officiated as assistant to the Rev. Philip
Holland. |
About the year 1789, a number of

most respectable and intelligent gen-
tlemen in Manchester, from their high
opinion of Mr. Hawkes’s talents and
merit, were desirous to have the benefit
of his instructions as a minister, and
with this view erected the chapel in
Mosley Street, at which he continued
to preach, from the time it was opened
till his death, August the lst, 1820,]

HE late Mr. HAWKES was so
averse from every species of no-
toriety, not necesszn'ilf)7 implied in the
discharge of his professional duties,
that he was much less generally known,
than from his eminent talents might
have been expected. By his friends,
however, he was always highly valued ;
and they may now indulge the melan-
choly satisfaction of recollecting and
recording, as well as they are able,
thosc various excellencies of his cha-
racter which, in their opinion, justly
entitled him to respect and veneration.
The distinguishing faculty of his
understanding was a most clear and
vigorous judgment. This was disco-
vered, not merely in the correctness
with which he discriminated the various
kinds of evidence, and pointed out the
nice gradations by which probability
ascends to moral certainty, bus in par-
ticular, by, the, justpess 'with which he
estimated the real value, and marked
the relatiye, importance of different
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truths. * He appeared always to seize
and dwell upon those which were most
sound, substantial and praetical. His
mind was more exercised in medita-
tion than in reading, and hence it was
not so much the compass, as the
excellence of his knowledge ; not se
much its extent, as its selectness, that
was admirable. On the subjects which
he studied, however, his information
was sufficiently ample, and his dis-
courses from the pulpit were not less
distinguished by the comprehensiveness
of view which they discovered, than
by the precision with which the truths
he proposed to inculcate were stated,
and the unexceptionable nature of the
evidence by which they were substan-
tiated.

The tenor of his preaching was
rather moral than doctrinal. On pro-
per occasions he stated and explained
his theological opinions ; yet whilst he
expressed himself on these subjects
with that-decision which became his
powerful understanding, his language
never assumed the peremptory tone of
controversy, and his mind appeared to
be always pure from the slightest taint
of intolerance. , .

We may hope, . indeed, from the
mercy of God, that opinions which
from the very first ages of the gospel
have been matter of perpetual contro-
versy, and respecting the truth of
which, men of the greatest learning,
acuteness and integrity, continue to
form the most opposite conclusions,
cannot be of essential importance,
either to the present or future happi-
ness of mankind ; and a minister may
therefore reasonably be excused, if he -

~ * Our condition had been extremely
miserable, if our fihal state had been
placed, on an iticertain hill, and the way
to it had been upon the waters, upon
which no spirit but that of contradiction
and discord did ever move. K
S JEREMY TAVLOR.
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do not make them a_very prominent
object of his preaching.” ‘But whatever
interest Mr. Hawkes mijght feel in the
more dubious articles of his creed, he
was deeply sensible of the infinite value
-of the great doctrine of a future state
of existence and retribution, and of
the supreme excellence of that pure
and merciful system of morals, which
Christianity enforces by the most pow-
erful sanctions. With the former of
these topics a variety of interesting
inquiries are connected, which have in
all ages exercised and perplexed the
sagacity of the ablest men, and Mr.
Hawkes would occasionally pursue
these inquiries with that subtlety and
precision of reasoning which they re-
quire: he sometimes likewise discussed
those curious and difficult questions
which embarrass the theory of morals ;
but his ordinary, his habitual and fa-
vourite subjects were those on which
there is happily little difference of
opinion amengst the wise and good ;
upon which, by the united aid of reason
and revelation, we can make some near
approach to certainty; and which have
an iminediate bearing on the great
concerns of life.

These subjects afforded ample op-
portunity ‘to discover the strength and
soundness of his wunderstanding. A
mere grammarian is a most incom-
petent interpreter of those concise
maxims, in which the great founder of
our religion has compressed the spirit
of his morality. Thoroughly to under-
stand and properly to apply them, a
knowledge of the terms in which they
are promulgated, must be united with
a knowledge of the subjcet to which
they relate ; a knowledge of the world
as it really exists, and of hunan pature
as modified by the circumstances in
which men are actually placed. They
must be studied with the ad, as 1t
were, of a reflected light. In Mr.
Hawkes, that enlargement of mind and
familiarity with general and abstract
principles, which are the fruits of a
liberal education, were happily comn-
bined with that knowledge of life which
is the result of attentive observation
and experience. He was eminently
successful in exhibiting the Christian
character under a form, af high,, but
attainable and practicable excellence ;
in demonstrating the'profound wisdoin
of our Savioyr’s precepts ; in pointing
out the necessary and blessed tendency
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sof Christianity to refine, td ekalt and
‘eanoble human nature ; in shewing,
that, -far from rejecting, it adds new
purity and lustre to the light of reason;
that, far from disdaining, it adopts and
enforces with a deeper insight into the
nature of man, and a more tender
mercy for his infirmities, evtry virtue
which has adorned the lives, or been
recommended in the writings of the
great philosophers of ancient and mo-
dern times ; and that whatever be the
form of his devotion, and whatever the
articles of his creed, he is the truest
discipte of Chnist who discharges most
steadily, wisely and magnanimously,
the great moral duties of life.

These observations relate to the mat-
ter of Mr. ITawkes’s discourses. That
in fact was what arrested the attemtion
of his auditors ; it was ¢nly on reflec-
tion, that they adverted to the inferior
merits of style and delivery. They
then recollected, that he spoke with
the earnestness and solemnity which
necessarily attend a deep eonviction
of the truth and importance of what
is delivered ; * that his manner was per-
fectly easy and natural; that his lan-
guage was correct and pure ; his style
simple, forcible, and of the most Iucid
perspicuity. It was rarely indeed, i
ever, sufficiently impassioned to admit
the bolder figures of rhetoric ; but
there was always that smooth and
meclodious flow of diction, that struc-
ture and modulation of the periods,
which distinguish a tinished composi-
tion, and discover a cultivated ear, and
a taste formed on the best models.
The tones of his voice, too, happily
accorded with the weight and value of
the sentiments he expressed, and con-
tributed to render his ‘¢ strong reason
and masculine sense,’” still more inte-
resting and impressive.

' In his morning public services Mr.
Hawkes used a printed Liturgy.+ This

r

* Reconditas, et exquisitas sententias
mollis et pellucens, vestiebat oratio-—nec
vero hazc soluta, nec diffluentia, sed
adstricta nmnéris ; non aperte, nec eodem
modo semper, sed vari, dissimulariterque
conclusis. | S

- Cic,' ad Brutumn, 274.

But the eloquence of Mr. Hawkes had
moye power than Cicero ascribes to that
of Calidiys. - o ’

+ In _the aftefrnoon serviée', during

_"-G bl
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was

works. Of the four forms of which.it
consists, two are taken, with little alte-
ration, from the Liturgy of our Esta-
blished Church. But though in this

work Mr. Hawkes has not the merit

of originality, he has in an eminent
degree that of judicious  selection.
The sentiments are every where pure,
holy, rational ; the style, even in those

services which are not adopted from
the national ritual, is characterized by

a dignified simplicity, not unworthy of
that venerable formulary; and though
every word appears, to have been
weighed and scrutinized with the ut-
most severity of judgment, there is
still diffused ever the whele that chas-
tened and  temperate fervour of de-
votien which ought to animate our
addresses to Him, who is not only the
greatest, but the best of beings. It is
perfectly rational, without being cold
or meagre, and gratifies the feelings,
without offending the understanding.

It is in the professional character of

Mr. Hawkes alone that the public can
be interested ; but it may bhe allowable
to add, that he discharged all the duties
of social and domestic life, with scru-
pulous correctness and propriety. In
all he said and all he did, there ap-
peared a calm consciousness of ability
to judge aright, and of rectitude of
intention ; which produced a manly
firmness and steadiness of conduct.
His manmers, though perfectly plain,
were those of a person habituated to
good society. There was a little re-
serve in them, not unbeeoming the
simplicity and dignity of his character.
He was entirely free from affectation.
His nature was abhorrent of all dis-
guise, parade or art; and of every
thing mean or sordid. DManchester
abounds in men eminent for general
ability, and in particular for strength
and energy of mind; and itis a sufh-
cient proof of the vigour of Mr.
Hawkes’s understanding, and the supe-
riority of his intellectual powers, that
by persons of this description, he was,
during his whole life, beloved, admired
and honoured.

It has been already remarked, that

several of the latter years of his life, he
used manuscript forms of his own com-
position, S

repared by himself, and is prin-’
cipally a compilation from other similar
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Mr. Hawkes was perhaps not 8o ex-
tensively known to the world, as from
his profession and talents might have
been expected. The noblest teputation
to which a minister can aspire, is that
which arises from the faithful discharge
of his ministerial duties ; from his ex-.
emplary labours for the improverent
of his flock in Christian knowledge®
and their edification in ihe virtues and’
g‘t"aces of the Christian character; ‘and’
this reputation Mr. Hawkes enjoyed in
a truly honourable degree. 1t is not
surprising that he should have disdained
all the petty intrigues and artifices by
which some persons build up for them-
selves a little fabric of celebrity among
the writers' or preachers of their day ;
yet while there is true wisdom as well
as truc greatness of mind, in estirnating
the possession infinitely above the re-

utation of talents and acquirements,
1t is greatly’:to ‘-be lamented that, in
minds of’ this high order, there is too
frequently a reluctance to appear before
the world ; a want of what is surely
a generous ambition to assume ‘that
rank among men of letters or philo-
sophers, * which they are eminentl
fitted to adorn. They indulge a fasti-
diousness of judgment which they find
themselves unable to satisfy. ‘They
compare their own performances, only
with snodels of the choicest excellence,
or perhaps with some ideal image they
have formed of unattainable perfec-
tion ; and are discouraged by an infe-
riority which could be discovered by
themselves alone. It is happy for
s—ocietir when men thus highly-gifted
are placed in circumstances that call
forth the utmost exertion of their fa-
culties. Had Mr. Hawkes been thus
sitwated, his fame would undoubtedly
have been perpetuated by some mas-
terly productions ; that would have
descended to a remote posterity with
those of a Butler, a Balguy, a Law and
a Paley. ~

" » Est enim gloria solida quaedam res,
et expressa, non adumbrata : ea est con-
sentiens laus bomorum, incorrupta vox
bene judicantium de excellente virtute ;
ca virtuti resonat tanquam imago; que
quia recte factorum plerumque comes est,
1non est bonis viris repudianda. o

. » o Cie. Twseul. 14, 2.

ot :



692 .

Letter of Mr. Jefferson’s to a Quaker,

Letter of Mr. Jefferson’s to a Quaker.

Their metapliysical heads, usurping the

in Answer to a Letter expressing judgment-seat of God, denounce as

great Concern for his Soul.
(From the American Newspapers.)

Monticello,
SIr, September 13, 1813.

HAVE duly received your favour

of August 29, and am sensible of
the kind intentions from which it flows,
and truly thankful for them, the more
so as .they could only be the result of
a favourable estiinate of my public
course—as much devoted to study as a

faithful transaction of the trust com-

mitted to me would permit.
No subject has occupied. more of

my consideration, than our relations

with all the Dbeings around us, our
duties, and our future prospect. After
hearing all which probably can be sug-
gested concerning them, I have formed
the best judgment I could, as to the
course they prescribe, and in the due
observation of that course I have no
recollections which give me uneasiness.
An eloquent preacher of your religious
Saociety, Richard Mott, in a discourse
of much unction and pathos, is said to
have exclaimed aloud to his congre-
gation, that ‘“ he did not believe there
was a Quaker, Presbyterian, Methedist,
or Baptist, in heaven.”” Having paused
to give his congregation time to stare
and wonder, he added, that in ¢“ heaven
God knows no distinction, but consi-
dered all good men as his children, and
brethren of the same family.”

I believe with the Quaker preacher,
that he who observes the moral pre-
cepts in which all religions concur,
will never be questioned at the gates
of heaven, as to the dogmas in which
all differ; that on entering there the
Aristides and Catos, the Penns and
Tillotsons, Presbyterians and Baptists,
will find themselves united in all the
principles which are in concert with
the Supreme Mind. Of all the systems
of morality, ancient and modern, which
have come under my observation, none
appears to me as pure as that of Jesus.
He who follows this steadily, need not,
I think, be uneasy, although he cannot
comprehend. the subtilties and myste-
ries erected on his doctrines by those
who, calling themselves his special fol-
lowers and favourites, would make
him come into the world to lay snares
for all wunderstandings but ¢keirs.

- three are one and one three.

his enemies all who canneot perceive the
geometrical logic of Euclid, in the
demonstrations of St. Athanasius, that
In all
essential points you and I are of the
same religion, and 1 am too old to go
into unessentials. Repeating, there-
fore, my thankfulness for the kind
concern you have been so good as to
express, 1 salute you with friendship

and brotherly love,

TH. JEFFERSON.
evagii....

Omelia del Cittadinoe Cardinal Chia-
rameonti, ¥escovo d’ Imola, &c. &ec.
Imola: Nella Stamperia de la Nu-
zione, Anno vi della Liberta: Ho-
mily of the Citizen Chiaramonti,
Bishop of Imola, now Pope Pius the
VIlth, addressed to the People of
hts Diocese, 1797. |

HE genuineness of this curious
document, though once denied, is

now so fully recognized as to require
no observation. A great many editions
were printed of the Italian text; two

French translations appeared, one of

which was made by the celebrated Gré-

goire ; a German translation was pub-
lished at Sulzbach, and a Spanish one
at Philadelphia, by a South American.

If the sentiments of the holy father are

those of the bishop of Imola, it will

be a pleasing discovery for distrustful
politicians, that there is one sovereign
at least (and not the most contemptible)
who recognizes in their full extent the
claims of civil liberty, and who has
been their spontaneous and their elo-
quent advocate. |

It is not our object to criticise the
high-priest of Rome. 'That were, in-
deed, an adventurous task. We merely
mean to shew, and we do it with heart-
felt satisfaction, that political freedom
has a voice to thunder in the Vatican,
and that the chair of St. Peter (mira-
bile dictu!)is at last filled by an honest

Republican. For the rest we shall

merely give a few extracts from the

Pontiff>s address. We shall then leave

them to the consideration of our

readers, persuaded that they will find
matter there for serious reflection, and
that our impressions will be anticipated

by their own. .

‘““ When his duties to God are dis-
charged, there are many inferior ones



Homily of the present Pope in favour of Republicanism.

which man owes to himself. The pure
principles of reason, his own physical
constitution, as well as an irresistible
impulse towards his own felicity, teach
him to watch over his
betterment—his well-being in general.
All his views, tending to that sublime
end to which the Almighty has destined
him, controlling his desires and leading
his heart to virtue, while-he advances
his own perfection, he impedes not,
but rather promotes the perfection of
society. Shrink not, beloved brethren,
from the duties that are imposed on
you-—deem not the lesson too severe—
call it not unfriendly to liberty. It is
the essence of liberty ; of that genuine
liberty which is founded on philosophy
and religion; and not the spurious
principle which allows the monstrous
privilege of doing well or ill, of acting
viciously or virtuously, according to
the waywardness of an unbridled will.
Happy, my brethren, will ye be, if the
libert
the glory of God, to regulate and con-
troul your own conduct, and to increase
the comfort of your fellow-men; thrice
happy if you know and claim that
higher, nobler freedom spoken of in
those golden words of our Saviour,
‘S1 ergo vos Filius liberaverit veré
liberi eritis.” > *

“ The Democratic form of govern-
ment adopted among us, my beloved
brethren, is not only not opposed to
these views, not only in accordance
with the spirit of the gospel, but it
requires the especial exercise of those
sublime virtues which are learned only
in the school of Jesus Christ, and
which, if religiously practised, will
establish your own felicity, as well as
the glory and splendour of your re-
public. Banish, then, from you the
spirit of party, of passion, of selfish
interest and ambition, and every un-
holy desire ; for these are unworthy
of the virtuous man and the Christian;
these will bring you no enjoyment, but
delude you to your ruin, through the
delusive glimmerings of false and fan-
tastic glory. Let our Democracy be
founded on that elevating virtue which
leads man wupward to the ineffable
Divinity —that virtue which is awakened
by our natural sense of right, and

reservation—his

ye enjoy serve but to promote.
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guided by the purer radiance of the
gospel.” o
‘“ I speak not of Athens, of Sparta, of
the laws of Lycurgus or Solon, nor of
Carthage, though the rival of Rome;
but to the Roman Republic itself our
affections, our dearest recollections
turn. A thousand pens have ecele-
brated virtues on which I shall now be
silent; but learn, my brethren, a lesson
from him of whom it was said, that when
fame most caressed him, he was least
anxious for her smiles ; learn from
Cato of Utica, the means by which
the Romans established their fame and
extended their republic.. “ Think not,’
sald he to his fellow-citizens, ° think
not that the arms of our - ancestors
alone enlarged our Republic.. Were it
so, that Republic would be wider and
fairer at the present moment ; for.we
are stronger in citizens, in arms and
horses, than our forefathers were ; but
their views were different from ours—
their virtues we have abandoned. Their
system was one of  industry at home,
of moderation abroad, of prudence and
foresight—not misled by passion nor
degraded by vice.” 'Fhe virtues, in-
deed, of these illustrious Republicans
extorted the praises of the venerable
fathers of the church. St. Augustine
commemorates them with honour, and
draws their outlines in a way worthy
of himself. Their glorious fame was
the fit reward of their labours and their
virtues. It was conferred on them
by that Supreme Being who has crowns
for the deserving. Their conduct, in-
deed, gave additional radiance to their
liberty. QCur moral virtues, which are,
in oﬁ‘;er words, a love of order and
decorum, will make us good Demo-
crats ; members of a pure Democracy,
anxious only for the common pros-
perity, and far removed from hate and
perfidy and ambition ; from the en-
croachment on others’ rights, or the
neglect of our own duties. Thus shall
we preserve a genuine equality, main-
tained by laws acting equally on every
member of society, to direct, to protect
or to punish; laws, requiring from
eve cy the

.

individual of. the Democra
discharge of the duties he owes to God,
to his neighbour and to himself ; laws
which give the fullest scope to his

it e

* Sallust, i. in Catil, 4.
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exertions for his own and for the ge-
neral good, while he receives in return
every blessing which the protection of
society can confer ;—a beautiful system
of equality; derived from the rights of
nature, and adorned by the influence of
philosophy. The high end of our De-
mocracy should be to effect the greatest
possible union of sentiments and feel-
ings, of moral strength, to make
society, as it were, a brotherhood ;
such a brotherhood must be raised on
the foundation of the greatest possible
virtue, which is the only root of so
lovely a union. :

<¢Such are your duties—such be your
cares! Mark what a mighty influence
such principles must have on the virtue
and the happiness of man. A civil
equality, a regulated liberty, affection
and peace’ delightfully blended, these
are the essentiﬁs, these are the honour
of the Democratic form of govern-
ments. Other systems may be satisfied
with minor virtues ; but all these are
required by ours: to be genuine De-
mocrats you must be citizens of genuine
virtue ; study, follow the gospel, and
you will be the joy of the Republic.

‘ Bow down with me, my brethren,
before the inscrutable designs of Pro-
vidence. I.et the Catholic religion be
the object most precious to your heart,
to your devotion, to all your feelings.
Believe not that it is opposed to a
Pemocratic government. Live united
to your Saviour, and you may indulge
the hope of eternal happiness; you
will secure your own temporal well-
doing and that of your fellow-men;
you will honour the Republic and those
who direct it. Yes! my dear brethren,
be good Christians, and you will be
‘the best Democrats. *

‘“ And you, my beloved co-labourers,
to whom are assigned the different
portions of my Christian flock,—you,
who bear with me the spiritual weight
of the people of (God,—unite with me
to support the Catholic religion, and
use every effort, that the followers of
Jesus Christ may be obedient to the
magistrates and to the Republic.”

B.

* :Si,. miei casi Fratelli, siate buoni
Cristiani e sarete ottimi Democratici,

—

On Academical Honours.

SIR, September 1, 1820.
CAMBRIDGE man, [p. 344,]
proud, no doubt, of the honour

of his Alma Mater, appears to be some-

what angry because one of our Dis-

senting body is said to have received
collegiate honours from beyond the
mighty Atlantic waters ; and -he asks,
how many of our brethren plume
themselves upon what he is pleased to
regard as half-fledged dignities. 1 am
not aware that literary distinctions are
the more valuable because they spring
up in a soil that is subject to the regu-
lations of the King of Great Britain:
but I know that our English dignita-
ries have not unfrequently shone in
lights borrowed from the universities
of the continent, and 1 can see no
reason why your cis-atlantic corre-
spondent should speak in so slighting
a manner of those that emanate from
American professors. ~ Every thing In
this life has a comparative value ; and
if the Colleges of Oxford gave titles of
honour in the days of Alfred, the Col-
lege of Jesuits at Rome might, with
much better reason, have ridiculed in
those days the honours worn by our
Saxon forefathers, than any one can
now disdain the growing science and
taste of American society. Brown
University in Rhode Island, and that
of Columbia in Carolina, and others
which are rising on those desert spots
where but lately the backwoodsman
hunted the deer and lived in his wig-
wam, are, I conceive, beyond compa-
rison more eminent when compared
with an English university, than was
Oxford when compared with Rome in
the days of Alfred. Can those seats
of learning alone be wise which are
lpoaded with wealth? Let them speak
for themselves. -Even in them, it is the
servitors, the sizers, who are generally
the best scholars, and have turned out
the cleverest men. Can a Magister
Artium, or a Doctor Divinitatis, have
a legalized existence only where royal
favours are bestowed ? There is some-
thing ultra-royal in all this. Alas! for
poor America, if monarchy alone can
ive literary honours! Alas! for that
tate which thinks itself wise in incur-
ring only those expenses in its govern-
ment which Milton calls <¢ the trap-
pings of a monarchy””! If they do not
renounce all pretensions to learning,
they must at least resign the imaginary
plumes of science and of the arts.
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And if it be thus, I fain would ask,
wherein consists the mightv difference
between the honours of a poor Scotch
college, and those of a poor American
university ?  When I use the term
poor, 1 beg I may not be misunder-
stood. T am referring to an anecdote
in the life of Dr. Johnson, who, when
he visited the University of St. An-
drew’s, I think, heard great complaints
of the poverty of the College, and, in
the pure strain of urbanity for which
he was renowned, comforted them with
the persuasion that they would getrich
by Degrees. 1 have not yet heard
that the American literary men are
attempting to get rich in this way. 1
believe they never sell their honours.
And I would have your correspondent
in Cambridge be so good as to. recol-
lect, that we Dissenters cannot expect
to receive literary distinctions from the
Church Universities of England at any
rates ; and therefore, if we are desirous
of having them, in order to render our
names profitable to the booksellers
who pay us for the use of them, or to
give celebrity to an academical institu-
tion or a school, or to add an impor-
tance to our own dear selves, we are
compelled either to receive themn for
nothing from a transatlantic seat of
learning, or to pay the price of the day
to one of the royal institutions of
Scotland. 1 have seen the whole pro-
cess of doctor-making, and ‘I have
known the cost of it; but having for
inany years resided at an inconvenient
distance from these seats of learning
and springs of honour, I cannot tell
how the *‘‘ commutation strange’” is
now brought about, nor on what terms ;
but, until I learn otherwise, I shall
apprehend the same elaboration is em-
ployed which some thirty years ago I
witnessed ‘¢ pour ériger en oracle”
the voice of a reverend divine in’the
West of England, now dead; in order
that theology might, through his ho-
noured lips, be better distilled, and
better suit a.certain class of professing
Christians. |

Let me enter a caveat, however,
against lessening the merit of those
gentlemen who have received their
academical titles as the fit reward of
their industry at college, or the extra-
ordinary abilities they there displayed.
I know: some who richly deserve the
honours they wear, and I respect those
honours when I see them appended to
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their names. Those gentlemen dignify
their titles; their titles add nothing to
them.

But who of us, Mr. Editor, that are
not Cambridge or Oxford men, are so
aristocratical as to think that we should
be ¢‘ guilty of petty treason,” were we
to receive, and to avail ourselves of, a
diploma from Boston, or even from
Evansville or the Prairie of Birkbeck ?
If any body of professors can qualify a
man to act either as a divine, a physt-
cian or a philosopher, they may surely
give him an authority to instruct others
when his college education is com-
pleted. The ‘¢ Go teach all nations,”
is. the property of one as well as of
another set of learned men, nor will
our American brethren suffer the mo-
ther country to monopelize this privi-
lege, although a Cambridge, and after
him an Oxford scholar, be disposed to
enter the lists with them to forbid them
the prize. ‘¢ Of all the cants that are
canted in this canting world,” surely
the cant of a monopoly of learning is
the most intolerable.

With a high respect for true genius
and learning, even in a plain Mr., 1
am, Sir, from every assumption of a
literary aristocracy,

A DISSENTER.

Sir W. Scott’s Judgment on the Pa-
tent Coffin Cuse.

CoxsisTory Court, Docrors’ Com-
MoNs, Nov. 8.

The office of the Judge promoted by Gil-
bert against Busward and Boyer.
HIS important and novel proceed-
ing, which had been argued at
great length on a former day, came on
for judgment before Sir Wmm. Scorr
this morning, who proceeded to the
following effect : —

This suit is brought by John Gilbert,
parishioner of St. Andrew, Holborn,
against John Busward and Wm. Boyer,
churchwardens, for the offence of ob-
structing the interment of his wife,
Mary Gilbert. The criminating arti-
cles state in substance, that she was a

arishioner, that she died 2nd March,
819 ; the body was deposited in an
iron coflin, and proper notice given of
the intended interment on the 9th; but
that the churchwardens prevented by
force the burial taking place, and in
consequence thereof the body was de-
posited in the bone-house; that such
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iron coffin takes up less space than a
waoden eoffin, and 1s so constructed as
to prevent the corpse from being taken
out, That again on the 14th April, in
the present year, a written notice was
given to the rector, churchwardens and
sexton, of an intended funeral on the
18th, and a written answer returned by
the churchwardens, that they waould
not permit it; that the demand for
intermaent. was made on the day men-
tioned, but the churchwardens refused
to permit the interment, unless the
hody was taken out of the iron coffin,
and forbade any grave to be prepared.
The defensive allegation states in
substance, that the aceount given by
Gilbert misrepresents the transaction ;
that nothing was said by Gilbert or-the
undertaker about an iron coffin in- the
first inquiries, though then informed
that the parish would not receive one;
but Gilbert said, it was to be of wood.
He paid the usual fees, and then de-
clared it to be of iron, refusing to take
back the fees; that a Select Vestry
being assembled, and informed of it,
passed a resolution not to admit the
iron coflin, and a copy of such resolu-
tion was served upon the undertaker,
who threatened the officer who brought
it. That on March 9, a forcible entry
was made into the burial ground and
church-yard, and a disturbance cre-
ated ; but the body was returned to
the bone-house; that the parish is
large and populous, 30,000 parishion-
ers, and increasing; annual burials
above 800, and increasing; three bu-

rial-grounds, besides the church-yard,

all nearly filled with corpses; that
they would all soon be rendered useless
by the introduction of iron coffins ; that
it is not possible to get a new burial-
ground but at a great expense, and
also at a great distance ; and that their
proceedings had been all guided and
authorized by the Select Vestry, and
by thé parish at large.

It appears that the suit was begun
under great mutual irritation, which is

now properly subsided ; and the par-
ties have! ed. to take 'the opinion of
the Court on the dry question of right,
without introdueing with that question
any imputation of 'thé: .conduct on
either ‘side, or engrafting on it any
démiand of ‘penalties to be inflicted, or
of costs to be deereed. In this act of
amnesty the Court entirely concurs,
and therefore forbears to repeat any

'd

gave it birth:: . -

- to'the earth. : Y What* says:
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‘of the wanderings .into whiel this ‘case

has strayed since the transaction which
A A (N '

- Before emtering upon the immediate

‘question; it may not 'be totally useless

or foreign to ‘remark briefly, that the
most ancient modes of disposing: ef the
remains: of the dead, recorded.by his-
tory, are by hurial or burning, of which
the former appears the more' ancient.
Many. proofs ef this occur in the sa-
cred history of - the -patriarchial ages,
in which places. of ‘sepulture appear to
have been objects of anxious acquire-
ment, and the use of them is distinctly
and repeatedly recorded. The exam-
ple of the divine Founder of ‘our reli-
gion, in the immediate disposal of his
own person and those of his followers,
has confirmed the indulgence of that
natural feeling which appears to prevail
against the ‘instant and entire disper-
sion of the body by fire, and: has very
generally ! established sepulture in the
customary practice -of Christian na-
tions. Sir Thomias Brown, in his
treatise on urn-burial, thus expresses
himself (it is his quaint but energetic
manner) :—*‘ Men have been fantas-
tical in the singular contrivances of
their corporal dissolution; but the
soberest nations -have rested in two
ways, of simple inhumation and burn-
ing. That interment is of the elder
date, the examples of Abraham ' and
the patriarchs are sufficient to illus-
trate. -But Christians abhorred the
way of obsequies by burning; and
though they stuck not to give their
bodies to be burmt in.their lives, de-
tested that mode after death, affecting
rather a depositure than absumption,
and properly submitting unto the sen--
tence ofP God, to return not unto ashes
but unto dust in.”> But burning
was not fully disused till Christianity
was fully established, which gave the
final extinction to the sepulchral bon-
fires. The mode of depesiting in the
earth has, howevér, itseﬁ' varied in: the
practice of nations.: : 9 Miki quidem;’”
says Cicero, ¢ antiguissimum: sepul-
turce genus id videtur fuisse quo apud
Xenophontem  Cyrus - wtitur.” ' Dhat
great man is ‘made’by that ‘auther to
say, in his ' celebrated ! dying -spéech,
‘¢ that he' desired to:ba buiiedmeither
in gold nor in silver, ner:in:any thin

else, but to bé immediately réturae

, #t.ean'be
‘more blessed thdn to rhix at'onve with
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that which produces and' nourishdd
every thing excellent and beneficial to
mankind 2>> ' There certainly, however;
occurs very ancient mention ‘ (indeed
the passage itself rather inginuates it
indirectly) of sepulehral chests, or what
we call’ coffins, in which the bedies;
being enclosed; were deposited so as
not to come into immediate contact
with the earth. It is récorded specially
of the patriarch Joseph, that, when
dead, he was put into a coffin and
embalmed ; both. of them, perhaps,
marks of distinction to a person who
had acquired other great and merited
honowrs in that country. It is thought
to be strongly intimated by several
passages in the Sacred History, both
Old and New, that the use of coffins,
in our sense of that word, was made
by the Jews. It is an opinion that
they were .ot in the use of ‘the two
polished nations of antiquity. It is
some proof that they were net, that
there is perhaps hardly, in either of
them, a word exactly synonymous to
the word coffin; the words in the
Grecian language ‘usually adduced,
referring to the feretrum or bier on
wh¥rh the body was conveyed, rather
than to a chest in which it was én-
closed and deposited ; and the Roman
terms are either of the like significa-
tion, or are mere general words, chests
or repositories for any purposes, (arca
and coculus, &e.,) without any funeral
meaning, and without any final desti-
nations of their deposition in the
earth. S ' |
The practice of the sepulture has
also varied with respect to the places
where performed. In ancient times,
caves were in high request ; mere pri-
Jate gardens or other demesnes of the
families ; enclosed spaces out of the
walls-of towns, or by the sides of roads;
and, finally, in Christian countries,
churches and clmreh-yards, where thé
deceased could receive the pious wish
of the faithful who resorted thither in
the various calls of public worship. In
our own country, the practice of bury-
mg in churches is said to be anterior
to that of burying in what are now
called church-yardes, but was reserved
for persons of pre-eminent sanctity of
life: men of less memorable merit
were buried- in enclosed ' places' not
connected with the esacred edifices
themselves. Buta ¢eonnexion, indported
from Rewwe in ‘750, by an’' Archbishop
VOL. XV. - 4x
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Cuthbert, took pliace at that time, and
churches ‘were surrounded by ehurch-
yards, appropriated -entirely to the
burial of these who had in their lives
continued teo attend divine service in
those cliurches, and who- now becunie
entitted by law: to render back intéd
those places theit remains into “thé
earth, the common mother of man:
kind, without payment for the ground
which they were to occupy, or for the
pious offices which solemnized the acts
of interment. -
In what way the mortal remains are
to be conveyed to their last abode, and
there deposited, I donot find any posi-
tive rule of law or of ‘religion that
prescribes. The authority under which
they exist is to be found in our man-
ners rather than in our laws ; they have
their origin in sentiments and sugges-
tions of public decency and private
respect ; they are ratitied by common
usage and consent; and, being attached
to subjects of the gravest and most
impressive kind, remain unaffected by
private caprice and fancy, amidst all
the giddy revolutions that are perpetu-
ally varying the modes and fashions
that belong to lighter circumstances in
human life. That a body should be
carried in a state of naked exposure,
would be a real offence to the living,
as well as an apparent indignity to the
dead. Some coverings have been
eemed necessary in all civilized and
hristian countries ; bat chests eon-
taining the bodies, and descending into
the grave along with them, and there
remaining in decay, don’t plead the
same degree of necessity, nor the same
universal use. ' In the western part of
Europe, the use of sepulchral chests
has been pretty general. An attempt
was made in our own time, by an
European sovereign, to abolish their
use in his Italian dominions; much
commendéd by some philosophers, on
the physical ground that the dissolution
of bodies would be accelerated, and
the virulence of the féermentation dis-
armed by the speedy absorption of all
noxious particles into the surroundin
soil. Whatever might be the truth of
the theory, the mieasure was enforéed
by regulations prescribing that bodies,
of every age and of Both sexes, of all
ranks and conditions, and of all
spécies of mortal disgase, and every
foim 'of death, however : hideous and
loathsome, should be inightly twm-
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bled, naked and in the state they died,
at the sound of a bell, into a night-cart,
and thence carried to a pit beyond the
city walls, there to rot in one mass
of undistinguished putrefaction. . This
system was so-strongly encountered by
the established habits, as well as by the
natural feelings of a highly civilized and
polished people, that it was deemed
advisable, at no great distance of time,
to bury the edict itself by a total revo-
cation. In the southern American
establishments of the Ewuropean na-
tions, coffins do ; not appear to be
used. . »

In our country, the use of coffins is
extremely ancient. They are found of
great apparent antiquity, of various
forms and of various materials—of
wood, of stone, of metals, of marble,
and even of glass. (See Gough’s Se-
pulchral Monuments.) Coflins, says
Dr. Johnson, are made of wood and
various other matters. From the ori-
ginal expense of some of these mate-
rials, or from the labour necessary for
the preparation of them for this use,
or from both, it is evident that several of
them must have been occupied by per-
sons who had filled the loftiest stations
of life. In modern practice, chests or
coflins of wood or lead, or both, are
commonly used for persons who can
afford to pay for them ; for persons
of abject poverty, whom the civil law
distinguishes by the title of the misera-
liter egeni, what is called a shell is
used, and which I understand to be an
imperfect cotlin, and in very populous
parishes is used successively for differ-
ent individuals, unless charity, public
or private, supplies them with a better.
Persons dying at sea, are, I believe,
usually committed to the deep in their
bed-clothes and hammoek ; but I am
not aware that any of these are nomi-
nally and directly required. A statute,
30th Charles II., has required that the
funeral vestment shall be made of wool,
and coffins must, by the same statute,
be lined with wool, but the use not
enjoined. I observe that in the funeral
service of the Church of England, there
is no mention (and, indeed, as I should
rather collect, a studied avoidance of
the mention) of coffins. It is through-
out the whole of that service, the corpse
or the body. The officiating priest is
to meet the corpse at the gate of the
church.-yard ; at certain parts of. the
service, dust is to be thrown, not upon

put into the grave.
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the coffin, but. upon the dody. .Certain
parts of the service are to be recited
while the corpse is making ready to be
. _ I observe likewise,
that in old tables of parish fees, a dis-
tinction is stated between coffined fune-
rals and uncoffined funerals in point
of payment. There is one of 1627,
quoted by Sir Henry Spelman, in his
Tract de Sepultura, where a certain
sum is charged for coffined burials, and
half the same sum for uncoffined bu-
rials, and expressly under those general
heads of coffined and uncofined fune-
rals. From whence I draw this con-
clusion of fact, that uncoffined funerals
were at that time by no means so
unfrequent as not to require a particu-
lar notice and provision.

The argument, therefore, that rests
the right of admission for particular -
coffins upon the naked right of the
parishioner to be buried in his church-
yard, seems rather to stop short of
what is requisite to be proved,—the
right of being buried in a large chess
or trunk of any material, metallic or
other, that his exeeutors think fit.
The law to be found in many of our
authoritative text-writers, certainly
says, that a parishiener has a right to
be buried in his own parish church-
yard ; but it is not quite so easy to find
the rule in those authorities that gives
him the right of burying a large chest
or trunk along with himself. This is
no part of his original abstract right,
nor is it necessarily involved in it. ‘That
right, strictly taken, is, to be returned
to his parent earth for dissolution, and
to be carried there for that purpose in
a decent and inoffensive manner: when
those purposes are answered, his rights
are perhaps satisfied, in the strict sense
in which Ais claims, in the nature of
absolute rights, can be supposed to
extend. At the same time, it 18 not
to be denjed that very natural and
laudable feelings prompt te something
beyond this—to the continuation of the
frame of the body beyond its immedi-
ate consignment to the grave; and an
indulgence of . such feelings very natu-
rally engrafts itself upon  the original
rights, so as to appear inseparably with
it, in countries where the practice of
it is habitually indulged. For, however
men may feel, or affect to feel, an
indifference about the fate of their own
mortal remains, few have firmness, or
rather hardness of :mind, sufficient to
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contemplate without pain, the total
and immediate extinction of the re-
mains of those who were justly dear to
them in life. A feeling of this kind
~ has been supposed to have caused the
preference of burial to the process of
burning, and has likewise given rise to
extravagant means for preserving hu-
man remains for a period of time long
after the term at which any memory
of the individuals themselves, or any
affection of their survivors, can be sup-
posed. to extend. Amongst such ex-
travagances the use of coffins is not to

be numbered ; they are temporary secu- -

rities, certainly not of longer duration
than is necessary for the protection of
the bodies they contain from the ra-
vages of the reptiles of the earth, if any
such ravages are to be apprehended. In
later ages, and in populous cities, other
more formidable invasions are to be
apprehended ; more, I mean, committed
by persons employed in furnishing
subjects for dissection; an employment
which, whatever be its necessity, is
certainly conducted not without la-
mentable violations of natural feelings,
anl(} occasionally of public decency it-
self.

It is particularly, I presume, with a
view to prevent such spoliations of the
dead, that the use of the coffins in
question is pressed in the present ap-
plication to the Court. 'The purpose
of security against such spoliations is,
as I understand, proposed to be effected
by some ingenious mechanical contri-
vance which prevents these iron coffins
being opened when ¢nce effectually
closed. I don’t find that any objection
is made to the contrivance itself on the
ground of inefficacy or any other. - The
objection is to the metal of which the
coffin is composed, the metal of iren;
and I must say, that, knowing of no
rule of law that prescribes cofhns, and
certainly none that prescribes coffins
of wood exclusively, and knowing that
modern and frequent usage admits
coffins of lead, a metal of a much more
indestructible nature than iron, I find
a difficulty in pronouncing that the use
of this latter metal i3 clearly and wuni-
versally umlawful in the structure of
coffine, and that coffins so composed
are inadmissible upon any terms what-
ever. These coffins, being composed
of thin lamina, occupy, I presume it is
alleged, rather less space;than these of
wood itself ;——there is, then, no . objec-

‘those of wood..
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tiori on that ground ; and the objection
that they may' be magnified to any
inconvenient size, seems to apply to.
coffins constructed of this substance no
more than to those of any other. But
the claim on the part of these coffins
is, (which is quarrelled with, though
not distinctly avowed,) that they shall

be admitted on the same terms of
pecuniary payment as the eordinary-

wood. his claim cannot, I think, be
reasonably maintained but under the
support of one or other of these pro-
positions : either that there is no differ-
ence in the duration of the coffins of
wood and coffins of iron, or that the
difference of duration, be it what it
may, ought to make no difference in
the terms of admission. |

- Upon the first of these points, the
comparative duration, a wish was ex-
pressed by the Court, that it might be
assisted by opinions obtained from
persens more scientifically conversant
in such subjects than I can describe
myself to be; but, being left to my
own unassisted apprehensions on such
a matter, I must confess that it was
not without a violent revolt of every
notion that I entertain, that I heard 1t
rather, indeed, insinuated in argument
than directly asserted or maintained,
that iron coffins would not keep a
longer possession of the greund than
To me it appears,
without any experimental knowledge
that 1 can venture to claim, that, upon
all eommeon theory, it must be other-
wise : rust is the process by which iron-
travels to its decompeosition. If the
iron coffin deposited in the ground
contracts no rust at all from want of
alr or moisture, then it preserves its
integrity unimpaired ; but, contra, if
from the moisture of the seil in which
it is deposited, or from the occasional
access of a little air, it contracts rust,
that rust, until it scales off, forms an
external covering, which protects the
interior parts, and retards their decom-
position ;; whereas the ‘decay of the
external parts of the wood, propagates
inwardly its own corruption, and pro-
motes and hastens the dissolution of
the whole. It is the fault of the party
complainant, if, being left by him- to
judge of this matter without sufficient
information, I judge amiss in holding
that coffins of iron are much more,
perhaps. doubly: more, durable than
those of wood. DA |
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It being assumed that the Court is
justified in holding this opinion, upon
the fact of comparative duration, the
pretension of these coffins to be admit-
ted on equal terms, must resort to the
other propeosition, which declares that

the difference of duration ought to

mmake no difference in the terms of
admission. Accordingly, it has been
argued, that the ground once given to
the interment of a body, is appropri-
ated for ever to that body ; that it is
not only the domus wltima, but the
domus ceterne of that tenant, who is
never to be disturbed, be the condition
of that tenant himself what it may. It
is his for ever, and the insertion of any
other body into that space, atany other
time, however distant, is an unwarrant-
able intrusion. If these positions be
true, the question of comparative dura-
tion sinks into utter insignificance.
"~ In support of them it seems to be
assumed, that the tenant himself is
imperishable ; for surely there cannot
be an inextinguishable title, a perpe-
tuity of possession, belonging to a
perishable thing ; but the fact is, that
‘¢ man” and “ for ever’”’ are terms
quite incompatible in any state of his
existence, dead or alive, 1n this world.
The time must come when his post-
humous remains must mingle with and
compose a part of the soil in which
they have been deposited. Precious
embalinments and splendid monuments
may preserve for centuries the remains
of those who have filled the more com-
manding stations of human life ; but
the common lot of mankind furnishes
them with no such means of conser-
vation. With reference to men, the
domus eeterna is a mere flourish of
Thetoric. The process of nature will
resolve them into an intimate mixture
with their kindred earth, and will fur-
nish a place of repose for other occu-
pants of the grave in succession. It is
objected, that no precise time can be
fixed, at which the mortal remains and
even the chest which contains them,
shall undergo the complete process of
dissolution ; ahd it certainly cannot,
being dependent upon circumstances
that differ, upon difference of soils and
exposure of climate and seasons; but
observation cen ascertain it sufficiently
for practical use. The experience of
not many years, is required, to furnish
a certainty sufficient for.such purposes.
Founded on these facts and considera~
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tions, the legal doctrine certainly is,
and remains unaffected, that the com-
mon cemetery is not res unius cetatis,
the exclusive property. of one genera-
tion, now departed.; but is likewise the
common property of the living, and of
generations yet unborn, and subject
only to temporary appropriation. There
exists a right of succession in the whole,
a right which can only be lawfully
obstructed in a portion of it, by publie
authority, that of the ecclesiastical
magistrate, who gives occasionally an
exclusive title in a part of the public
cemetery, to the succession of a single
family, or to an individual who has a
claim to such a distinction; but does
not do that with just consideration of
its expediency, and a due attention to
the objections of those who oppose
such an alienation from the common
use. Even a brick grave without such
authority, is an aggression upon the
common freehold interest, and carries
the pretensions of the dead to an ex-
tent that violates the just rights of the
living.

It this view of the matter be just,
all contrivances that, whether intention-
ally or not, prolong the time of disso-
lution beyond the period at which
common local usage has fixed it, is an
act of injustice, unless compensated
in one way or other. In country pa-
rishes, where the population is small,
and the cemeteries are large, it is a
matter less worthy of consideration.
More can be spared, and less is want-
ing. But in populous parishes, in
large and crowded cities, the exclusive
possession is unavoidably limited ; for
unless limited, evils of formidable mag-
nitude would take place. Churcg—
yards cannot be made commensurate
to a large and increasing population :
the period of decay and dissolution
does not arrive fast enough in the
accustomed mode of depositing bodies
in the earth, to evacuate the ground for
the use of succeeding claimants. Now
cemeteries are to be purchased at an
enormous expense to the parish, and
to be used at an increased expense to
the families, and at the inconvenience
of their being compelled to resort to
very incommodious distances for at-
tendanee upon the offices of interment :
three additional burial-grounds in this
very parish have been so bought. This
is the known progress of things 1
their ordinary -coursé¢, and if to this s -
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to be added thé. general introduction
of a new mode of interment, which is
to insure to the bodies a much longer
possession, the evil will be intolerable.
A comparatively small portion of the
dead will shoulder out the living and
their posterity. The whole environs
of this metropolis must be surrounded
by a circumvallation of church-yards,
perpetually enlarging, by becoming
themselves surcharged with bodies ;
if, indeed, land-owners can be found
willing to divert their ground from the
beneficial uses of the living to the
barren preservation of the dead ; con-
trary to the humane maxim quoted by
Tully from Plato’s Republic, *¢ Quee
terre fruges ferre, et, ut mater, cibos
suppeditare possit, eam ne quis notis
minuat neve vivus neve mortuus.”

If, therefore, these iron coffins are
to bring additional charges upon pa-
rishes, they ought to bring with them
a proportionate compensation; upon
all common principles of estimated
value, one must pay for the longer
lease which you actually take of the
ground. And what is the exception
to be pleaded for iron? If you wish
to protect your deceased relative from
the spoliators of the dead, by additional
securities which will press upon the
convenience of the parish, we do not
blame the purpose nor reject the mea-
sure ; but it is you and not the parish
who must pay for that ose. I am
aware, (as I have already hinted,) that
very ancient canons forbid the taking
of money for interment, upon the no-
tion that consecrated grounds were
among the res sacre, and that money
payments for them were therefore acts
of a demoniacal complexion. But this
has not been the Waﬁe()f considering
that matter since the Reformation, for
the pragtice certainly goes up at least
as far: it appears founded upon rea-
sonable considerations, and is subjected
to the proper controul of an authority
of inspection. To inland and popu-
lous parishes, where funerals are very
frequent, the expense of keeping
church-yards in an orderly and seemly
condition is not small, and that of pur-
chasing new church-yards, when the
old ones are likely to become sur-
charged, is extremely oppressive. To
answer such charges, both certain and
contingent, it is surely not unreasopable
that the aectual use shounld comtsibute
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when .it is called - for. . At the same
timne, parishes are not left to carve for
themselves in imposing these rates;
they are submitted to. the examination
of ' the 'Ecclesiastical  Magistrate, ' the
Ordinary, who exercisés his’judgment
and' éxpresses the result by 'a confir-
mation of the propriety, pronoiinced
in terms. of very guarded caution. - It
is difficult to say where that auwthority
could be more properly lodged, or
more conveniently exercised. - - -
- Having already declared sufficiently
my opinion on the :question of right,
it remiains only that I should direct the
parish to exhibit a table of burial fees
for the consideration of the Ordinary.
It will be for their own consideration;
in the first instance, how far these cof-
fins ‘should ‘be placed upon:the same
footing as those of lead. It is certain
that they occupy less room, and that
they are less. temporary in duration ;
but it is to be remembered, that bei
much more accessible in point of ori-
ginal expense, and therefore likely to
be much more numerous; they are on
that acceunt more likely to cenvert
these cemeteries into.mines of’ iron,
than there is any hazard of their being
converted into mines of lead. It may
be said that this will operate indirectly
as a prohibition in populous parishes
and crowded church- sy and:.if it
should have that effect, it is still better
than that the parish should be rebbed
of the fair and.convenient use of their
public cemetery. Patent rights (and
on which it seems these coffins are
constructed) must be held by the same
tenure as all other rights, ita utere
jure tuo alieno ne leedas; they must
not infringe upon rights more ancient,
more public, and such as this Court
is peeculiarly bound te protect. I would
re_commen({ in the mean time, that the
body should be committed to the grave
without further obstructien, but with<
out prejudice- to the present question,
or to the rights of: the parish. No
prohibitory resolutions existed at the
time of the death, and I willingly lay
hold of that circumstance to recoms
mend a measure of peace and. charity
to the living and.to the dead. :: - .-
- I shall admit affidavits to:be brought
in on both sides beforeé -confirming the
tables of burial fees:® i

o f
had . . . et »
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Brief Notes on the Bible.
No. XVI. |

Matthew vii. 11: € If ye, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your

Father, which is in heaven, give good
things to them that ask him ?”

\HE  efficacy of prayer has been
doubted even by seme Christians,
with the above and other harmonizin
texts, urgent, if not imperative, in ful
array against them.  Qur Savieur, in
dwelling on the paternal character of
God, beautifully fillustrates it by a
comparison of it with that of an earthly
Father, who, when his children ask for
bread, is not so upnatural as to tender
them a stone ; and assures us of the
superior benignity of our heavenly Fa-
ther. A more encouraging, a Iore
heart-refreshing assurance to weak and
dependent mortals never issued from
his lips. . |
. True it is that the age of miracles,
of special and visible divine interposi-
tion in human affairs, has long since
passed, and apparently for ever, or for
ages to come; and that, if we ask for
particular mercies, we have no reason
to expect that they will be distinctly
conceded to us; or that any unequi-
vocal dispensation will take place in
our favour; yet the prayer of an hum-
ble and devout heart may, if not in
terms, in effect, be granted circuitously
or equivalently, and, as all men who
reflect on past events must acknow-
ledge, more to our advantage than in

the specific mode we supphicated for

them.
To contend that the Deity concerns

himself only with the race of mankind,
or with any other race in the multitude
of worlds that he may have created,
having, once for all, ordained the wisest
and most benevolent general laws for
their government and welfare, is an
exclusion of his infinity. And it is
the inattention to this, his most sublime
attribute, which I apprehend to be the
source of all the imperfeet and erro-
neous ideag that have prevailed on the
subject. The word itself is so vast in
its import, as, if not to exceed, cer-
tainly to lull, human comprehension ;
but if it once obtain possession of the
mind, without disturbing it, every diffi-
culty seems to vanish before it. An
absolutely infinite Being must be com-

Brief Notek on the Bible. - No. XVI.

petent, whilst superintending worlds
and systems, to take cognizance of,
and to bestow his attention equally
upon, every atom of his different crea-
tions abounding in the universe, and
without ever withdrawing it for an in-
stant. QOtherwise he would not be
infinite. Assign the remotest boundary
to his superintendence ; say that he
observes not the transient movement
of a muscle, the slightest fluctuation
of the mind, the most fugitive thought
that enters and escapes it, the progress
and aberrations even of the pen I am
using, and the very formation of its
characters ; what is it less than saying
that his observation is short of infi-
nite ?

- It 1s this cheering word, XAfinity,
awful as it is, that inspires my mind
with unhesitating confidence in the
article of prayer; which assures me
that the Being whom I address, while
intent upon the lives and the prayers
of myriads of his creatures, is intent
also upon mine and regardful of my
particular welfare. When 1 invoke
him in a room, I feel a conscious-
ness that He is in the centre and
in every corner of it; in my bed, that
He is within the curtains; in the air,
that He encompasses me ; that He is
equally present to every other individual
in the extended universe, and the reci-
pient of all their prayers; necessarily
so, because He is infinite, which im-
plies his omnipresence ; in other words,
that his actual presence can by no pos-
sibility be any where excluded. Y»
then, admit tgxe appalling apprehension
that our petitions may be unheard or
unnoticed by the universal Parent; by
Him who cannot—I repeat it, cennot,
his auricular like his other faculties
being infinite, —fail to hear every prayer
addressed to him, and whose paternal
regard for all his offspring is equally
unbounded ?

Further ; the advocates for the in-
efficacy of prayer, on the assumption
of the Deity’s having withdrawn him-
self from communication with indivi-
duals, contemplate a limitation of the
Divine agency. They ascribe to Him
an outline merely, which he is either
unable or disinclined to fill up. His
omnipotence repels the former sup-

osition ; his unlimited goodness the
atter. o

I cannot but think that many Chxis-
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tian advocates for prayer have injured
the argument by'insisting,. so much as
they have done, on its tendency to ge-
nerate moral habits, and induce a vir-
tuous life, independently of . human
petitions reaching the ears of. the Al-
mighty. It is an apologetical strain ;
which the stronger view of the subject,
presented by the injunctions of our
Saviour and by the infinity of . the
Divine attributes, seems to render fu-
tile, or at the best a sceptical supere-
rogation. _ :

1 must claim the indulgence granted
to the elder Cato in his frequent de-
nunciation of a rival state; and ob-
serve, that the God who heareth prayer,
whose presence I acknowledge, and
whose mercy I invoke, is the one and
indivisible Jehovah—as in the Lord’s
Prayer, that pearl above all price and
inestimable legacy to Christians. Did
a triple deity, an assemblage of three
divine persons in my oratory, ever
cross my mind in the act of devotion,
what a dissipation of the mental pow-
ers, when they should be most intense
and collected, would ensue! The
bifronted Janus was an object of wor-
ship more cognizable than a Trinity in
Unity. It is consoling, however, to
reflect on the gradual disrepute into
which this ‘anomaly is falling. Nor
should we be surprised at the clamours
raised in consequence ; for, at what
time are the noise and. the confusion
on board so great, as when a bark is
m peril and the mariners conscious of

it ?
BREVIS.
St '
SIR,

ON reading the candid and ingeni-
ous remarks of N., (694—597,)
respecting the nature and issue of
Jeptha’s vow, T turned to the ¢ Notes
on Scripture’ of Dr. Priestley : as his
commentary on this portion of Scrip-
ture history contains some suggestions
which appear to meet satisfactorily the

acute objections of the .‘‘ Annotator

on passages of the Old Testament,”
pPerhaps you will allow me to transcribe
them for the consideration of your
readers. - .

Judges xi. 31. “° This must, no
doubt, be understood of something that
it was lawful! to sacrifice. No wor-
shiper of the true God would intend to
act contrary to his express prohibition,
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by way of doing a thing that was ac-
cep‘gabléf to him.” 1 - _
erse 37/. *“ Had she been to be sa-
crificed, the apprehension of a violent
death would, no doubt, have been more
upon her mind than-merely dying a
virgin. She-was devoted to pass a
single  life, though there does not ap-
pear to have been any proper obligation
to do so.” -
~ Veérse 39. ‘“ When any persons were
devoted: to God, so that he might be
said to have a right to take their lives,
1s was the case with respect to all the
Sferst-born of the Israelites, who were
spared when those of the Egyptians
were destroyed, @ redemption was ac-
cepted, and no doubt this was the case
here, as an equivalent for the lie of his
daughter. This would have satisfied
the lew, without devoting her to a
single life. But, perhaps, he might
think himself obliged to deprive him-
self as much as he lawfully could of
any satisfaction he might have received
from her or her offspring: she being
no longer his, but given to God, as
Samuel was by his mother. Had this
young woman been really sacrificed,
the father must have taken her to the
national eltar, and the priests must
have killed her AND PRESENTED THE
BLooDp. And what priest would have
done this ? His killing her with his
own hands would not have been «
SACRIFICE, according to the intent and
meaning of his vow, but a murder, for
which his own life would have been
forfeited. If the conduct of Jeptha in
devoting his daughter -to death could
be justified, any other person might
have murdered another after a previous
similar vow. For the law of Mases
would no more authorize a person to
kill his daughter, than it would any
other person. The vow was not to
devote any thing to destruction, but to
offer it as a burnt-offering ; and a vow
once made could not be changed.”
These comments appear to me ex-
tremely pertinent; for the degenert(t)((:iy
of the Jewish nation at that period,
as instanced by the annotator, would
scarcely lead us to the admission that
an act so utterly abhorrent from the
Jewish ritual could on any supposition
have taken place. 1 own that the
statement of Josephus, who might
have been expecte&’ to solve this difhi-
culty by a similar interpretation teo
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that proposed by Dr. Pri,estl::,grl;l if it
were well founded, is extraordinary ;
but .it must be remembered that Jose-

phus was, after all, a modern Jew.
SCRIBA.
e —

SIR, Novw. 13, 1820.
'N the last Number of the Monthly
Repository, (p. 624,) 1 have read
with pleasure, the notice ammouncing
the completion of that ¢ruly netional
work, the ‘¢ Cyclopadia’ of Dr. Abra-
ham Rees. It is, indeed,. ‘‘ a lasting
monument of the science, talents, judg-
ment and industry,’’ of the learned and
venerable Editor. The remarks on
the intended Dedication are ins{ruc-
tive, as well as amusing. |

To me it seems surprising that, in
the present day, kings should not re-
cognize the origin of their brightest
glory in the improved knowledge of
the countries which they govern. Is
not the noblest homage which they can
receive that homage which results from
the intelligence and virtue of a learned
and enterprising people? Do they
know that there are men, in the re-
tired walks of life, so elevated, in all
that dignifies humanity, that no titular
distinction can add to their import-
ance in the estimation of society? We
know that there are such men; but
we know, teo, that they are seldom to
be found in the vieinity of a throne.

The Dedication would have confer-
red honour on the Sovereign of our
country. To others it must be per-
fectly unimportant.

These remarks have been induced
from happening to reeollect that I had
included, not long ago, in a bundle of
““ shreds and patches,”” some remarks
on asking permission to dedicate, ex-
tracted from an ‘¢ Apology for the
Life and Writings of David Hume,”
1777. 'They follow. :

‘“ Ask permission! for what? For
distinguishing a man? For circulating
the knowledge of his good qualities
beyond the narrow circle of, very likely,

a set of frivolous companions! Require
leave - to do this! Was there ever

heard such an ineconsistency @ 'The
point is miseonceived. Be it again
remarked, that in true science there is
a greatness which can seldom receive,
though it may often confer, obliga-
tions. (enius may more properly be
said to patronize than to be patronized.

Patronage and Dedications.

““ If a produetion be fit for the eye
of men of taste, it:ought to be accep.
table to men of ramk; who are ready
enough to be' thought in possession of
a fine: taste themselves, and very fre-
quently, no doubt, lpay liberally for
tExelir dedieations selely upon that prin-
ciple. |
clg‘ If, on the other hand, a perform.
ance be crude, trifling and ill-written,
and, notwithstanding such defects, is,
without the consept of the patron,
adorned with a name which it disgraces,
such patron ought publicly to renounce
his protection, and treat the pretender
as .every pretender, of whatever pro-
fession, deserves to be treated; still,
however, with this salvo, that if the
production could have done any ser-
vice to literature, or have promoted,
but in a small degree, the cause of
science, he would have been the first
man to acknowledge his obligations
for having been thought a fit patron to
assist that cause, and to strengthen
those services.”

Again, as to PATRONAGE, what says
Johnson?

‘“ Seven years, my Lord, have now
passed since I waited in' your outward
rooms, or was repulsed from your
door ; during which time I have been
pushing on my work through difficul-
ties, of which it is useless to complain,

‘and have brought it at last to the verge

of publication, without one act of as-
sistance, one word of encouragement,
or one smile of favour. Such treat-
ment I did not deserve, for I never had
a patron before.

““Is not a patron, my Lord, one
who looks with unconcern on a man
struggling for life in the water, and,
when he has reached ground, encum-
bers him with help ? The notice which

ou have been pleased to take of my
abours, had it been early, had been
kind ; but it has been delayed till I am
indifferent, and cannot enjoy it; till I
am solitary, and eannot impart it ; till
I am known, and do not want it. I
hope it is no very cynical asperity not
to confess obligations where no benefit
has been received, or to be unwilling
that the public should consider me as
owing that to a patron which Provi-
dence has enabled nie to do for my-
self.”>—Letter to the Ear? of Chester-

Jfield, 1765. T

So much for Petronage and Dedi-
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some, ‘it is true; we find the ‘getidalogy”

Notes on & few Passages in the New Testanient..

cations : sul‘)j'ects‘\,r that justly rank with:

others- on which men should think'
Corl'ectly. . : ('_ ¢ ., ‘ - wot R

. . ) R .,“l?.'-

cnaaiibnc— o o %g%
December 4,:1820.
Notes on' a' few Passages in the New
- Testament. | |

ATT. i. ii. A suwmamary of

I R. Griesback’s * observations con-
cerning the authenticity of these chap-
ters, may not be unacceptable to a
articular class, of readers. - o
(1) No testimonies of ancient wri-
ters can be adduced which ought to
throw a doubt on the first and second
chapters of this evangelist. We meet
with them in all those Greek MSS.
which are entire: they exist in every
ancient version which is not. mutilated ;
nor can it be proved that they have
been introduced into these translations
at a later period, and by another hand.
The Codexr FEbnerianus{ does not
furnish an exception: both chapters
are contained in that MS., which
merely follows the earlier codices in
the arrangement of the sections and
the titles; ‘“ in omnibus, quotquot
kepa Aaswy notatione et ririois instructi
sunt, codicibus, Mattha®l «esparxiwy
A seu. primum inscribitur weps 7wy
paywy, et incipit Matth. ii. 1. Similiter
Marei xe¢p. A, titulum prse se ferens,
weps T8 Oaspoyslomeva, inchoat Mare i
29, &c.—Quin in epistolis quoque

plerisque eadem est Twy keparaiwy ratio.

‘Primum, v. c., epistolee ad Romanos
kepadasoy incipit Roma. i. 18.—Sic ac-
cidisse videtur ut primeae libri quusque
particulze in enumerandis »eparasoss
mentio fieret nulla. Ex quibus om-
nibus patet, Novi Testamenti librorum
p®&ne omnium initia fore resecanda, si
eam sacri contextus partem, qua. pri-
mum «keparaiey antecedit, in vofeiag
suspicionem adducere fas esset.”’ ,

Dr. Williams { has in vain appealed
against these chapters to  the. Latin
MSS. : in all of them, the whole of
the introductory narrative occurs.  Jx

* Comment, Critic, in Text. Grgec. N,
T. Partic. ii. 47--65. S
+ Michaelis’ Introd. to N. T. (Marsh)'
IL. 257, 258°(1793). L
1 ‘¢ Free Inquiry into the Authenticity
of the First and Second Chapters of St.
Ma}tthew?s (ospel. Edit. 2, Lond. 1789.”

Griesbach, S
4 v

VOL. xv.

A

detached from the history : biit” thie
separation :is arbitrary - ahd unwars
ranted. At the'end of the seventéenth’
verse of the first:chapter’' the Harléidp’
MS. marked 1775, and' of ‘the agé of
the :6th or 7th century; exhibits* the’
words, Genenlogia huctsque’:' 'IkeEi- -
PIT EVANGELIUM 'SECUNDUM' Mart-
THAEUM. - These: sentenices, however;
are not placed in the text: nor were
they written by the original transcriper ;
they stand in the margin, and were ‘the
addition of some later possessor or
copyist. * Latin MSS,, of the 10th,
11th or 12th’ century, may 'also be,
produced -in which the’ genealogy is;’
in like manner, distinguishlied from ‘the
narration. - To these, nevertheless, we
oppose the evidence of far oldér’' and
better codices, both in the Latin torigue
and in other languages. The utmost,
indeed, which the MSS. alleged by the
objector can prove is, that in the mid--
dle ages somne individuals existed who
looked on the genealogy not as belong-’
ing to the history, but in the light of
an appendix, or rather an introduction
to it. Now the suspicion indulged by’
these men does not affect the authen-
ticity - of much the larger portion of
the chapters, or even intimate the’
spuriousness of the genealogy, byt
merely aims at separating it from the’
body of the history ; in consequence of
this pedigree (as they supposed) not
having been drawn up by the evangelist’
himself, though he judged fit to adopt
it, by way of preface to his narrative. "
(2) Further: These chapters cannot
be fairly arraigned by any thirig’ that
we know of the gospel accordmg to’
the Hebrews or of that of the Naza<’
renes or Ebionites. It is far from
being certain that the genealogy and’
the %xistory of our Lord’s miraculous
birth were originally wanting in e/l of
them : nor can Matthew’s Gospel be
so connected with them as'to 'make it
probable that whatever id not Yfound:
in those apocryphal workis “was' also
passed in silence by our Evdrnpelist. S
. (3) Equally-irrélevant, ‘in’ $hig view;:

are the conjectures of’m&rﬂé’lg ed!
men in ‘favom*'-%a the’-{eﬁi;;ﬁh&ﬁ 'of -hl;,
originkl gospel, Turecung 'i“'m,’jg"'ﬁjom
wh%cl:ll; -.M%stt ew; Mﬁrkyanﬁ‘ I_ml;g "‘dréw;*
U S 1 ST M B S ST RS B §

V. * —ﬁ; T‘

. ® & Vide Symk'q'las_' nostras 'c"'ri'{ic'}t‘s.
Tom. I. pi 309.” - Griesbach.' S

- 1 ¢
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as from a common source. Should
“weé . even allow that such a document
was in being, and that it had no such
materials as are contained in these
chapters, still it. by ne -means follows
that they did not proceed from the peu
of the: Evangelist. For if any other
ulx,glvulunl could mzl;ke this ad«lilitio‘n to
t imitive gospel, why might it not
havg)f;een mafle II))yeMattl);ewl?g,

" (4) No argument, moreover, can be
deduced, against the chapters, from
Mark’s silence. Granting that he
availed himself of the Gospel of Mat-
thew, in framing his own, he, neverthe-
less, is not its epitomist: he contented
himself with selecting frem ‘it what
suited his purpose ; omitting every
thing besides, as, for example, the
Sermon on the Mount.

{5) Luke was in the same situation.
Between his introductory chapters and
those of NMatthew there are variations,
and even apparent discrepancies. The
probability 1s, that he used a former
and more concise edition, as we may
term it, of his predecessor’s gospel.

(6) That there are many and great
difficulties in these chapters, cannot be
denied. But this circumstance is no
sufficient reason for calling their au-
thenticity in question. In the intro-
duetion to this Gospel we have nothing
which Matthew could not have written.
Although from the nature of the case,
he could not be an eye-witness of the
events here recorded, or even receive
his knowledge of them from those

who were either the spectators or the

subjects of the transactions, he might
still derive his information from unex-
ceptionable sources. Some obscurity
would, at the same time, attend the
narrative, as the consequence of the
interval between the date of the facts
and that of their being thus committed
to writing.

(7) The objections of Faustus the
Manicheeanp it cannot beé important

cifically to notice: they regard the
315 fliculties to which we have just ad-
verted,  and, in particular, the
alogy, whigh he wishes to separate
from the history. = - «
t),éB) Snch, then, and sae feeble, being

-arguments brought ageinst the in-

tyoduction’ to Matthew’s Gospel; we
do not hesitate in receiving these chap-
ters as-autheéntic. o

_{9) We have now -only te inquire,
whether the Evangelist. himself col.

. AUMErous

gene-

Notes on n few Passages in the New Testament.

lécted, from unexceptionable witnesses,
the éevents recor in this portion of
his history, or found it already reduced
to writing, and judged it worthy of
b@ging prefixed to-his marrative? Our
opinion’is; that thére are sufficient in.
dications of the two first chapters both
of Matthew and of Lukeé having pro-
ceeded respectively from those authors;
the stz’te- and manner corresponding
in each case to the severally acknow-
ledged characteristics of the two Evan-
gelists.

As Luke’s histories are distinguished
by the relation of engelic eppearances,
by the frequent occurrence of concise
speeches from some of the principal
personages, and by occasional He-
braisms, so in Matthew’s introductory
chapters we see presumptions that the
author of them is no other than the-
author of the body of the narration.
This Evangelist is remarkable for pretty

appeals to the prophecies
of the OM '%gstament : ‘and these are
often alleged through the whole of his
Gospel. It further seems to have been
his fixed persuasion that the Deity not
seldom interposes by dreams to admo-
nish men what they should do, or to
warn them of what they should avoid.
Matthew, aceordingly, relates that the

- wife of Pilate endeavoured, in the fol-

lowing manner, to prevent the gover-
ror from condemning Jesus to death:
““ have thou nothing to do with that

just man; for I have suffered many

things this day in « dream because of
him.” * 'The phrase KAT> ONAP is
employed by no other writer in the
New Testament : nor does it ever
occur in the LXX ; we meet with it

however in Matthew’s Gospel six
times. | '
. It is probable that both this Evan-

gelist and Luke prefixed the gencalogy
to their Gospels, as they received 1t
from the family of Joseph or of Mary.
The errors of it are therefore attribu-
table not' to these historians, but to
the unknown authors of the document.
From the first ages attempts have been -
made to reconcile the dissonances 1n
the pedigrees, the authentigity of which,
nevertheless, was hot brought in ques-
tion, - -‘To--their existemce in the ¥e-
spective narratives of : Matthew and of

. Matt.x;:v -~ 19. Griesbach shews
that there is nd just reason’ fdr"diSp_nt’ing
the authenticity of this verse. - -
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Luke, friends and:foes bear téstimony.
And, on a review of the whole of the
evidence, external and internal,. we
must declare it to be our eomviction,
(1) that the Greek Gospel of Matthew
always ceontained. these chapters; (2)
that proof is wanting of there having
been formerly any gospel, the source,
as it were, of this, from which they
were absent; and, (3) that, in all pro-
bability, Matthew was the author of
the chapters; with the exception how-
ever of the genealogy, which he bor-
rowed from some quarter not distinctly
known to us, and prefixed to his own
composition.

Matt. xxiii. 14 :
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! For
ye devour widows’ houses, and for a
pretence make long prayer: there-
fore ye shall receive the greater con-
demnation.”” ‘¢ Griesbach,” says Mr.
Wallace, * ¢¢ transposes the 13th and
14th verses, on good evidence. The
editors of the I. V., on evidence equally
strong, reject the 14th verse, and con-
sider it as an interpolation from Mark
xii. 40, and Luke xx. 472° The bib-
lical student may not be displeased
with a reference to Griesbach’s latest
thoughts 4+ on this part of the text of
the N. T. That learned man delivers
his opinion as follows: *“ delendum
euin esse pronuntiarem, nisi recurren-
tia verba ova: Oe Uumiv, ypapuares xo
Ppapioases, tworpsT s, 67 OMissioni ansam
praebuerit tam facilem, ut -mirum pro-
fecto esset, si librarii omittendo non
peccassent ; uti etiam eandem ob cau-
sam, Bengelio teste, codex 86 et latini
nonnulli libri versum 13 neglexerant,
a correctoribus jam in marginibus st:lp-
pletum.—In medio ergores retinquenda,
et lectori, qui tamen de gravibus sus-
picionis versus versum 14 causis
admoneri debet, judicium permitten-
dum esse videtur.” -

Acts iii. 1: °“ Now Peter and John
went up together into the temple, at
the hour of prayer, being the ninth
hour.” - These apostles of Christ, we
perceive, set apart certain times for
the more immediate expression of the
feelings of devotion. practice is
fonnded on the frame and laws of the
mind, no less than on. the commands
of Divine Bevelation, and on the ex-

b

’ | b "Pém Smment’ &B.,, 07.;‘0 ,. .
+ Comm, Critic, &c. Pariic, i, 1115,

““ Woe unto yon,
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amples: of -eminently wise ahd good
men in everyage and.country. - If there
be .those:who would persuade: us- that
piety and devotion :cannet be regulated
by the figures of a dial, or that religi-
ous affections cannot be : excited
large bodies of men, and,. by analeg
of reasoning, -in individuals, by th
tolling of a bell, we may fairly infer
from the use of such arguments, the
want of a just knowledge of human
nature in these who employ them.
Nothing can well be more. gbvious and
satisfactory than the answer - which
they admit: habits of devotion must
be formed in the same manner ‘in
which other mental habits are acquired.
So long, therefore, as religious serviees
are considered as the means, instead -of
being made the end, the advantage,and
even the necessity, of them, must be
evident. If it be gnee . ed that
they are proper, wé plainly see that,
whether they are social or retired, there
must be fixed times for the perform-
ance of them: nor is there any thing
more irrational and visionary in piety
and devotion being regulated by the
figures of a dial, or in the relgious
affections being excited by the tolling
of a bell, than in the lively recurrence
of other feelings at the seasons, and as
the effect of the circumstances in which
they are accustomed to receive a pecu-
liar gratification. If habits depend on
regular and duly-repeated acts, no man
whose experience gives him this con-
viction ean be at a logs in replying to
the objector. He alone will despise
stated hours of prayer who either
questions the duty and efficacy of the
practice, or so relics on supernatural
assistance as to fancy himself exalted
above the need of ordinances: thus
nearly related, in this point, to each
other, are the apparently oppoesite
characters of the enthusiast. and the
sceptic! ) |
om. xiif. 1—8: ““ Let every saul
be subject unto the higher powers,”
&c. Paul glances, in this, pasgag
with united delicacy and force, at A
obligations of ru and.
hat ux shoyld be, let. hig. title be
it may, in whom the me..
tions of the state arve .

on which sentence I tramseribe
comment of eme of the best Scriptural
critics of any. age or nagion 10 .

< As Christianity,” says Dv. John
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Taylor, * ‘< was then growing, and the
powers of the world began to"take no-
tice of it, it. was not unhkely this letter
would fall into. the hands of the Roman
magistrates; . and whenever that hap-
pened, it was right, not only that they
should see Christianity was no favourer
of - sedition, but likewise ‘that they
should have an opportunity of  reading
their own duty and obligations.—The
apostle with a masterly hand delineates,
and strongly inculcates, the mags-
trate’s duty, while he is pleading his
cause with the suhject, and establishing
his authority upon the most true an

golid ground. He dexterously sides

with. the magistrate, and vindicates his

ower, against any subject who might
gave imbibed seditious principles, or
might be inclined to give the govern-
ment any disturbance ; and under that
advantage, reads the magistrate a fine
and close lecture upon the nature and
ends of government. A way of con-
veyance so ingenious and unexception-
able, that Nero himself, had this epistle
fallen into his hands, could not well
have missed of seeing his duty, and yet
would have met with nothing flattering
on the one hand, nor offensive or dis-
gusting on the other.”

1 Cor.i. 12: ¢ — and I of Christ.”
Bishop Pearce (in loc.) suspects ¢ that
these words were not in the original.”
Yet we have no authority for omitting
them ; nor should either the text or
the translation be disturbed. The
writer complains of schisms in the
church at Corinth, and of the propen-
sity of its members to enrol themselves
under the banners of human, uncom-
missioned leaders. What he laments
and censures is, that some individuals
declared their attachment to one apos-

- -

-~
- »

# Paraphrase, &c. on the epistle to the
Romans. For the high value of this
work, see Bishop Watson’s Collection of
‘Theol, Tracts, Vol. 111., at the beginning.
Of the descendants of Dr.Taylor, so well
known throughout a wide circle for their
talents and their virtues, for their several
attainments in-Science, Learning and the
Arts, for their amiable manners, their
generous: public spirit, and their enlight-
ened attachment to. Truth and Liberty
and Religion, it may with eminent pro-
priety be said, that they have shewn

6§ emmmmi— quid mens rite quid indoles

Nutrita sanctis sub penetralibus
" POSSEtwee— \ . '
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~ the ' inhabitants of other

Mrs. Cappe’s Reflections on a late Conflagration.

tle or minister, to Paul, to Apollos, to
Peter ; ‘although he does others the
justice to own that they acknowledged
HiMm alone ¢“ who is the head”—17 am
of Christ. 1t was mortifying that the
name of Ckrist should appear to be on
no higher level than the names of his
servants. Hence the writer immedi-
ately asks, Js Christ divided # -No-
thing ean be more in our author’s
manner. :N

| York,
Sir, October 28, 1820.

N the night of the 11th inst., after

I had been some time retired to

rest, and, not being immediately dis-
posed to sleep, was occupied in  ob-
serving and admiring the planet Jupiter,
now in all its beauty, and interested in
forming conjectures whether at some
future period in the revolution of ages,
we may not be permitted to join with
planetary
worlds in one general hymn of thanks-
giving and praise,—in an instant my
room was illumined by a blaze of light
which could hardly, I think, have been
produced by a thousand flaming flam-
beaux. ' On drawing aside the curtain,
I saw a tremendous column of fire
towering up to a prodigious height,
and emitting sparks in every direction.
The sight was most inexpressiblv aw-
ful, at once sublime and terrific. Hap-
pily for the inhabitants of this street,
(Lendal,) the large corn-mill from
which the conflagration proceeded was
at some distance, and on the opposite
side of the river Ouse, which runs
parallel with it. Still, however, the
sight was most overwhelming: if we
'were not personally in danger, doubt-
less there were many others that were ;
and when this all-devouring element
has once gained the ascendancy, who
shall say where its ravages' may termi-
nate ? In this afflicting event, however,
as doubtless in every other,” we may
point out many alleviating circum-
stances which human wisdom could not
have controlled, and of favourable co-
incidences which human foresight could
not have produced, and which afford a
striking proof. that the great Supreme
Disposer of ‘all:events, in the midst of
judgment, remembers mercy. I shall
merely state one or two instances.—If
the night had not been unusually calm
and trapquil, not even a breath of ‘air

e
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to fan the flame, or to convey the flakes
of fire that now fell into the river, to
the tops of the neighbouring houses,
whole streets must have been destroyed.
Again, if some part of this same river
had not been drawn off two days pre-
- ceding for very different purposes, the
necessary engines would not have been
efficiently placed, one side of the
building on fire being close to the
margin of the water. Once more, if
three vessels laden from the mill had
not been got under sail the day before
the accident, they and their cargoes
must not only have been inevitably
destroyed, but the dreadful conflagra-
tion would have been tenfold increased !
“ O that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness ;’ that they would
consider themselves as ever under his
guardian care, and declare his mighty
works to the children of men!

How forcibly, Mr. Editor, did this
bring to my mind what must be the
~ horrors of a besieged city, where spec-
tacles of this kind surround the wretched
inhabitants on.every side, and where,
if any should escape the flames, the
poor forlorn fugitives are subjected to
massacre and death, in a thousand
frightful forms, or to cruel outrages
from the infuriated soldiery, still more
to be dreaded than even these! Yet,
to fight bravely, and to conquer in any
cause, in itself however unjust, espe-
cially if decked in military array, is
denominated glorious; the victor is
crowned with laurel, and suppliant
crowds bow the knee before hinn! And
do we use this language and yet call
ourselves Christians—the, humble dis-
ciFles of Him ““ who, when he,was re-
viled, reviled not again”—of Him who
““ endured the cross, despising the
shame,”” that he might demonstrate to
succeeding generations in what true
Elory really consists—of Him who,

aving risen from the grave, and shewn
that death is not the end of man, has
““for ever sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high’’? Can we think
on these things and reflect for a mo-
ment on the dreadful evils of which
war is the prolific parent, (evils evi-
dently not less destructive to the.con-
querors than to the conguered,) without
unfeignedly rejoicing. in the formation
of Peace Societies, and sincerely endeas
vouring to aid their success.?., Their
leading object, in'my mind, should be,
hot so much to discuss. the question
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how far war can, in any-ease, be: jubsti-

fied on’ Christian. principles; as: to dis-
courage the - war .spirit,:. to:. point out
from time to tiine the malignant pas-
sions it engenders and inflames,  the
horrid crimes to which it leads, and the
ruin and deseolation which it: fails not -
to spread on every side. Respecting
the strenuous advecates for. this dread-
ful practice, may we not say, with the
good eld patriarch, ¢ O my soul, enter
not thou into. their secret; unto their
assembly, mine honour - be not thou

united” ? - L
. - - C. CAPPE,
SIR,: - October, 1820,

HE commendations passed most
M deservedly (pp. 163—168) on the

Family Sermons published by the Rev.

Mr. Butcher, induce me. to suggest

that he could make the treasure more

complete to families unable to attend
public worship on account of distance,

&c., by composing a short introductory

prayer, and another longer prayer, (for

1nmediate subsequent 'deliveg, con-
densing the subject discussed,) dis-

tinctly suitable to each sermon. I need
not point out the usefulness of such a
book of prayers to families who have
no Unitarian places of worship, within
many miles, to attend. And who can
do it so well as the devout author of
these Sermons himself ? - One volume
possibly might contain the substance
of the three volumes of Sermons:
T G. M. D.
| N

The Canonical Gospels the support of
. Unttarian Cﬁristiam’ty. |
(Concluded from p. 67 25) |

E have then the old objection
as to the difficnlty of reconéiling
the evangelists : * but the writer does

* The disagreement in particulars of
the gospel historians is a favourite topic
with Infidels. They can only make a
handle of it, if the plenary inspiration for
which Bolingbroke so zealously contends,
be conceded to them. It should be shéwn
that - the kistorical writers:-of : the sBible
ever pretended to inspiration. : Mxri Evan-
son gave up this point 'to .thém. . .in his
¢« Dissonance”? He, too, 'thought, "by
‘¢ expunging” the disagreeing: gospels;.to
remove. stumbling-blocks out of the way
of those who would not thank him for
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not seem fortunate in the selection of
his instances. He asks, * What, can
be more impracticable than all attempts
to reconcile Luke iv. 22, and Matt.
xiii. 55, both proving that Jesus was
the son of Joseph and Mary, with
- Matt. i.. 18, and John 1.9, 14 2> Now,
admitting the fact of the iniraculous
conception, the text, Luke ii. 23,
““ being, as was supposed, the son of
Joseph,”” whether we read the word
supposed or registered, at once re-
moves this exceedingly trifling objec-
tion. With regard to John 1. 9, 14,
the objector first begs the question,
that the texts can only be explained in
his own manner, and then decides that
they cannot be reconciled with the tes-
timony of Jesus being the son of
Joseph. How Christ being “¢ the true
Light,” (ver. 9,) is inconsistent with his
being the son of Joseph, he does not
eondescend to say; but as to the
¢ word being made flesh,”” (ver. 14,)
‘he must know that the original may
be rendered ‘“ the word wwes flesh ;”
and that in this case, so far from any
impracticability of reconcilement, the
texts literally. coalesce ; and if, as I
have before proved, the 2ordin Jewish
phraseology was a mere periphrasis
for God himself, operating by his wis-
dom and power, ‘“ the word becoming
flesh,” however foreign to our mode
of expression, means no more than the
man Christ Jesus being ¢ the power
of God and the wisdom of God,” or
anointed with his wisdom and power,
and is equally consistent (admitting
the fact) with Jesus being the son of
Joseph. The words, on either scheme
of interpretation, form a significant
refutation of the phantomist heresy,
and, as harmonizing with passages to
the same effect in the acﬁnow edged
writings of the Apostle John, carry
with them their own evidence of au-
thenticity.

That no gospel of apostolical autho-
rity was extant at the period when
Luke wrote his, (which Lardner has, I
think, satisfactorily shewn,) may be

the office. He was not aware that he
was also removing one of the strongest
supports of Christianity,—the argument
from the independence of testimony. Had
the gospels concurred in the choice and

gnmculaﬁty of facts, we should then
have been told of a plan of concerted
uBposture, | |

The Canonical Gospels the support of Unitarian Christianity.

allowed ' without leaping to the very
summary conclusion, that no other
gospel was written afterwards. It is
said, that of Matthew’s having written
any gospel, ‘¢ the only testimony we

~ have is that of Papias :”> but, if this

were 30, what is there to impugn the
testimony of Papias? He is thought
to have been acquainted with John, the
Apostle : but Irenseus, who knew
Jolin’s disciple, Polycarp, bears also
testimony to Matthew’s having written
a gospel ; and the same writer gives a
similar attestation to the fact of Mark
and John having each written a gospel,
and quotes, as a part of the gospel
written by John, the opening of the
very proem which so much perplexes
and astounds the detecter of Spurious
Christianity—*¢ In the beginning was
the Word.”

~ It is one of the strong holds of Uni-
tarian Christianity, that THREE out of
the four evangelists afford no intima-
tion of the deity of the Son of God.
The conclusion follows, that any thing
in the fourth fospel which should ap-
pear to introduce doctrines incompa-
tible with the simple humanity of the
Messiah, must have been intended by
the writer in some different sense ; for
this is not the addition of any omitted
fact, but the addition of a stupendous
revelation, altering the whole Dbasis
both of the Jewish and Christian sys-
tems. As Matthew was himself a
disciple, and as Mark and Luke trans-
cribed the things related by Peter and
Paul, the latter of whom heard the
history of Jesus from the older apos-
tles, the three first evangelists must
have been qualified to tell whatever was
known respecting the person and cha-
racter of Jesus ; and the supposition
that John declared something omitted
by them, in an article affecting the
very essence of Christianity, is both
disparaging to the former apostles and
incredible in itself. The more so as,
gince the gospels were not written for
the original promulgation of Christian-
ity, but for the purpose of recording the
facts and discourses which had already
been promulgated reaching, had
the apostleés preached the literal doc-
trine of a deity or a super-angelical
spirit incarnate in the human nature
of Jesus of Nazareth, the people of
the'churches Wwhich they founded would
necessarily be astonished that all the
three evangelists should have over-
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looked a truth of such .importance.
That the apostles preached no such
doctrine is apparent from the epistles
xfé by them, which were : first written,

‘and which, notwithstanding the atterpt

~ to wrest passagés grammatically ambi-

guous, wherever they are plain in the
etter, contain express. mony . to

the sole deity of “ the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” John  would
therefore contradict not merely the
preceding evangelical historians, but
the pastoral letters of the apostles,
including his own. But, notwithstand-
ing the Grostic or Platonic glosses put
upon the text of the proém to his
gospel, there is, in fact, no such con-
tradiction. So far from agreeing that
we should have all that we could ““ wish
or want” in the meagre and mutilated
§ospe[ offered to us by the detecter, of

purious Christianity, we, as Unita-
rians, neither want nor wish to be
deprived of an argument which, though
of a negative kind, is equivalent to a
demonstration of what was no¢ the
faith of the primitive Christians.

If revelation is to be brought to the
standard of every man’s private reason
as to what is probable or congruous
with his abstract notions of the possible
or desirable attributes of the Deity, it
may as well be given up. A writer who
rejects facts because opposed to com-
mon experience, may reject books that
he might not want and that he might
not wish. But the question is ene of

testimonfr. The books, now esteemed .
w
>

canonical, were acknowledged as such
by the elders and the churches of the
second century, and had been so ac-
knowledged by the elders and churches
of the century preceding. ¢ This
canon,”” says Lardner, ‘“ was not de-
termined by the authority of councils ;
but the books, of which it consists,
were known to be the genuine writings
of the apostles and evangelists, in the
same way and manner that we know
the works of Cemsar, Cieero, Virgil,
Horace, Tacitus, to be theirs, And
the canon has been formed upon the
ground of an ynanimous or. generally-
concurﬂt;%stimény and tradition.””
As the Unitarians are acemsed, as a
Mng-of courge, with straining’ or mu-
tlating seiipture to their purpese, and
the c 3&;& of scriptyre_is. against
them, %ﬁ assertor of Gepmine, Christi-
anity hag kipdly. come forward to heip

‘themn by allowing the «
posing to;expunge. it .once;
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charge ;- sve . disclaim
the assistance.. =~ <. 7 Lol
ug, i ¢ enlighténed
Unbpeliever” cannot asseént to-revela-
tion in the present state of the written
This, as has been &lready
shewn, is begging the .quéstion, that
whatever he chooses to charge upon
the received Scriptures is’ Rﬁ{ ‘con-
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tained in them. ' As to the enlightened

Unbeliever, a. man is not the more
enlightened. for being wise in his own
eyes. He may be an. enlightenéd poli-
tician, an enlightened historian, an
enlightened natural :philosopher;: but
this does not make him an enliglitened
Unbeliever. = Aversion :from fdir’' in-
quiry, and dogmatism accompanied
with superficial knowledge; do. not
entitle a man to be thought enlight-
ened ; yet this is very commonly tlie
character of those who take upon them
to expose the impostures of Moses and
Jegus.” Gibbon’s cold ‘and ‘sneering
evasion of .Dr. Priestley’s challénge of
discussion is well known. .- .. -~
The: reasoning which the writer has
ut into the mouth of his enlightened
Unbeliever is completely inconsequent.
It may be allowed to be characteristic.
““ Doctrines contrary to the Divirie per-
fections, as discovered by the light:of
nature,” (in other words, as approved
by his individual judgment,) are ‘¢ em-
braced and prefessed by ¢// the churches
in Christendom, and s«id by them to
be contained in, and capable of proof
from, the New Testament. Now.on
such evidence 1 cannot believe in
Christianity.””——The objeetor ' assumes
what is false in fact, that such doc-
trines are embraced by a¥/ the churches ;
the Unitarian church, as is well known,
diselaiming those to which the.allusion
is . particularly made. He then adds,
that these doctrines are seid to be con-
tained in the gospel ; and, without fur-
thé only jusgifying. reason fer hm:incre-
dulity: wonld: be, .not.that the doetrines
are, said. to be contained:in’ the-books
of-the, New Pestarnent, -hixt: thati the
booka do actaglly contaity them ;:and,
in reply to ‘Mr. Golibett, who talks! of
G(ﬂ zth& Fq.tﬁfer > GOﬂthe SO'R,E a‘ndl W -
the Heoly Gliost, whoi;are not three
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Qndh bus:pné:God, and of ahie wicked
o ; ﬁ Ay 4)!1 od ;>70r Mrot CGarlile,
Who,' bOrrowmg the formers wifter’s

ogism,, sealed, also with the., pl:o-
batwn of the Lord Bisho #p
David’s, afirms: that the ' afw&e the
fundamental doctrine of*: Chiistiamity,
‘and coyisequéntly thatan unbeli¢ver in
‘the. Erinfty is not a Christian,—they
;maysimply:be challenged;to'shew, that
‘the -Bible; from the- ing 'to: the
enil, cortains one word about Ged’ the
Sen; or God the Holy Ghost or kxlhng
God ~or Trinity. .

--In another part of the'same 'ﬁaper
in. which the writer " insists ' on ' the
¢, imptacticability
‘Unbéliever b argument;’” he‘ adverts
to the prediction of APOST ACY IN THE
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES. * What in this
case lecomes :of: the propaosition of his
Unbeliever; that the doctrines of all
the churches in:‘Christendotn, said by
them:.to be -.contained in, and capable
of:. proof:: from;: the New  Testament,
the writers of which, they affirm, were
inspired;; /¢ are: cohtrary to ‘just no-
tions . 'of ‘the Divine erfect:ons, and
thérefore 'warrant the rejection #of
Christidnity”’# What becomes of that
objection, which he confesses to be
a formidable one, “ that - there are
scarcely .two_teachers of the different
doctrines which they embrace that can
agree upon what this revelation, said
to be fromGod; does teach’ ? Or what
title has this Unbeliever to the epithet
of .enlightened, when, on finding the
natural and necessary consequences of
the! corruption thus predicted, he infers
from the prediction and its accom-
plishment the false pretensxons of
Lhnstnamty? -

The writer is not content wnth shew-
ing us (in the manner we have séen)
that one class of Unbelievers is too
enligrhtened to be convinced, but he
finds out!that another classis oo igno-
rant.. The ¢ ldbouring classes: of the
people” are:. *¢ concluded ' all -under
unbelief. - Why the manufacturers of
the North are to rexér,qesent the' whole
common :pedple of England, I .cannot
see 2rbut; as the:labourin fclasaés ‘have
gome : x> for: cenituries . contented (with
their \creeds or their <hyxhn-bb61¢sy’ and

néithertin this norin: tny other ca\fﬁtﬂy |

WEAE idd

mmmh to -cotipldin of’ thi
5, haidy tofbe andérstood” iﬂ ‘mptters
of @ ‘abhshed -dredente; T presiin® ta
doubt this +suddén ﬁood Of sceﬂticdl

of “converting' ‘the .

I3 FRTL

lhin on, * ”Wlth respéct‘ to‘ ‘“\%.
degreé’ Lof "Felig 20us dlsaﬂ’ecﬁ{dn,, “the
fom“”%)a jels ‘dre cer ain ynbt i‘ﬂa ,

It;x cal ¥ Reférmers,’ 5 1N
thieir’ Wisdbiii) ‘hiive' xﬁm&d‘tﬁ’ P’dxﬁlegg
gross. and’ iHiterate infi h” Hi
axioms’’ m?politlcs“ but“t ¢ is™aec-
dental. The priné miovérs, of po ;plilar
disaffection wer&'< decay of trzzlie and
want of> food and if any thitig <of “a
religious” ‘complexion blended itself
with their feeling'of thé benefit which
would #ccrué to them’ from reform, it
arese froiii' the opportunity which the
Church axd’ State allisince, gave for the
identifying Christianity with the poli-
tical system'} from the secular charac-
ter and: pohtxcal officiousness of the
established ‘clergy; the grievance of
tithes) and -other matters of snmlarly
deep theologlcal import.

As to ‘the writer’s most complacent
proposition, that these ‘¢ classes are
neither from education nor inquiry’
capable of understanding the subject,”
let me ask, what subject? That of
creeds, or decretals, or half-popish
formularies ? The subtleties and con-
tradictions contained in these, form a
distinct subject from the teachings of
the Holy Scriptures, though the writer,
in order to substantiate the preferable-
ness of expunging to explaining the
gospels, chooses to confound them
together. < Incapable of understgnd—
ing”’> the things of God! Why, Sir, it
was /“‘ THE POOR” that had the ““ gos-
pel preached unto them.” Whatever
may be the case among those who
have been parroted in the church
creeds and catechism; and who are
apt, like their betters, to irnagine that
religion has its essence in certain forms
appointed by law, and in a scrupulous
periodical attendance at their own
parish church, the state of intellect
among the Dissenting poor (whatever
may be the speculative errors: of the
particular ‘seet,” which "yet are quitg
compatible’ with the sharp ening’ of tﬁ

understanding) ‘offers & ¢oi lete

tradiction to this wiiter’s” clho@s

aséumptmn, thﬁ:t. tHe: lﬁ,ﬁm:mn e

are incapable of ﬂnderstahdgng r

ous uestions. “"'As ré 1t~
an faith especially, o m‘oi'H ‘gratiiit
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wrifer’s . argument,. that ithe dtﬁeultlea
which: clog thie existing gospels opp

thnmseieesmﬁ& zreeepmm. Are Jhene
. anyi eﬂed” in

Ble: ’tiestobeiunrav
the deeclaration that;| ¢ there: is one
~ God; and  one Mediator between God

ands rméen, ‘the; mdh. Christ - Jesus” fem

in:the. preaching of Peter, that < Jesus
of N azareth: wis a~>man - approved ‘of
God by . miracles -and wonders “and
{n:h God did. by him” ?—or in
that of PauI that. “* God had appointed
a day in the which he will judge the
world in righteousneéss by ‘that ‘man
whom he hath ordained, whereof he
hath given assurance to all men in that
he hath raised him from the dead”?
The writer may shut us out of *“ the
‘churches of  Christendom ;> but, as he
has confessed the authentlclty of the
book of Acts, and of Paul’s general
epistles, he ‘has in that very admission
borne testimony that we are the church
of Christ : ° So we preach and so they
believe.”” When the writer, therefore,
ventures to. assert that ‘¢ Christianity
has never been proposed to the Unbe-
liever in its native purity,”” he con-
tradicts both himself and the facts : for
as to his implication that the canonical
gospels do not so. exhibit it, this is a
‘mere b “of the questlon in dis-
pute ; and wherever the Unitarian faith
has made ‘proselytes, it is by the aid of
‘those very gospels which he describes
as exclusively favourable to the cor-
ruptions of lmstlamty
et we are to admit the necessnty
of government’s interfering with pro-
secutions . for blasphemy, because it is
impracticable to convince Unbelievers
by argument, in.the existing.state of
the written word, and becatse' govern-
‘ment. is the guardian: of the . public
tranquillity. - What is meant by - B the
torrent threat to overwhelm the
peace and secunfza of the nation,” 1
cannot guess.’. ve seen and heard
of ~tumultuous: meétings for reform,
but I.have neither heard of npr: seen
any insurrectionary. rayer-emeetmgg an
ho;our* of  thei ¢ own . God.”?
seems, this. writer, ‘who g
-dox ; creédit for: their octrines: bemﬁ
Just;ﬁed by scn ture adtmts, Wi
‘equally. ) meacence,,that
on. 8 gheuatpte; ‘Bxe .neceasaril t{y
ek smtha@a@. »beljefiin: Chris

.ﬁ' . ‘ﬁfﬂ.. AN
4 e, s i one -and fhmatmie
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"Dayid’s, ?M 0 ﬁa%n%
may y«es 3‘3 bs,prmr ?? 6‘E meon 1n

es the ontho-, |
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aion: t6 Shey lams sof

pm'myﬁ’ ofwtheumligioma wa ;wm.
said;. : “,«M «,kmgddmms Nnot: Of: 1?
WOl'ld "=' i_’ PR ,w’} flea®y: Ty
But 1f ohtmally spea.ke;ng, (govemp
ment :would.be. justified: in, repressing,
the expression of:infidel ,opinions. < by.
the strong arm of :the. law/?. it would
only be, FsuppOSe, from the probabi-
hty that the remedy would be eﬁ‘ectual
Now it is notunous that the reyerse. 1S
the case. Persecution: adds impor-
tance to the. man, and the. stlmulus of
curiosity to the matter: nor is this all;
for the inférence is naturally drawn,, that
as they who have recourse: to; the;pQWe.r
of t.he law are reduced to this. mode of
defence through thef impotence of ar-
gument, the Infidel is imprisoned be-
cause he cannot be answered. The
government are, therefore, defended
by the necessity of extirpating opimons
subversive of national peace and secu-
rity, (meaning private judgments in
matters of religion,).in their adoptien
of means which have.an inevitable ten-
dency to propagate’ what th,ey are
app plied to extirpate, - - |
If, then, the writer mean that this
“ torrent”, threatened to - overwhelm
the religion of the StaTe, the same
necessity of repression by the ¢ strong
arm of the law,””.(a most goodly and
all-justifying phrase,) "may be made

out; for  the, wgn?le Op\;; clphnp of
1mpnspnm3n ﬁQq emg a plied
to. the pnao%,rmcf e oor; is
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u cantiot see, 8Sir, dist theise enlight-
‘ »-bbjéet;!m are @9 formidable as
tipiiestl: either for:oeercion or:conves-
sibis; - ullowing sthiat: -either ‘would. be
éaﬁb‘istent ‘with' ‘Christian principle, or
- would ansiver the end if it were. But
the ‘experiment -of concession has in
fact been trfed, and ‘has towiily failed :
the compromise has been proposﬂdg
and has heen met with scorn. Of a
believer who disclaimed some three of
the i ospels, Cobbett asked, how many

s would pass - before he gave up
give °f3§§s,"}““v3£d“"“fm£§
ive three t
gle f?&‘m ;fgge aHow gem the epis-
tles, they will claim the Acts. JDemo
wnun, demo etiom unwsm. 'That the
writer’s. enlightened theist << wishes
fm‘ light,” is only anether of that con-
iof gratuitous assumptions which
he has heaﬁd tegether as first propo-
sitions. Till he can prove his point,
that this enlightened unbeihef arises
frem no rational view of Christi
or wo pure wnd mative form of ospel
truth having  been presented to .the
acceptance of the Deist, I shall persist
in the ;fpimon, that Dr. Priestley’s
Series of Letters to a Philesophical
Unbelierer, was calculated . to szmsfg
any person capable of being: satisfie
by reasonable proof. “ §f they believe
not Meses and the pmphets, meither
mmld they believe mugh one roseé

from thedead P .
GEPHAS.
uay.

- -—*—-
I ’R‘ﬁ‘ADwu:h nini’u‘l fee your
Numbers for Avgust ani ‘Septem-
Yer, {pp. 448452 26 825—530,]
paper enﬁtlw, An Aitempt to dz‘xtm-
msh. between Genulns *tmd Spurious

wiidﬁ and T am desfrous of
!n eeble' ‘éndéawm‘ to deter
chri ' firém ‘entertaining

Ws ‘h it ‘récopmrends.  Tn-

(‘T ed could T msgo‘mi its preten-
dions, and én'aﬁléu ‘to distingnis

with sa.tisfactlon what is gemune ﬂ'om
what is corrupt in the records of our
holy religion, it would deserve our
mst semns mmutmn, ~but ﬁf as I

f
LD T
‘meahs -and ways 7wmch6 mmmxdeviee ;
Uy 8] by'the raek;d *b‘oi ure;y iby: inqui-
iy itnpmbhm u.&»-ﬂume'smm
: ﬂj‘ ‘vd 263%*’ ERLELRY

\W.’r - e ; \ qame s o
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the . grand . piiriciples ) of - thie:

Strivevses on dhe paper on < Spurisus Christianity’

thﬂmreslcase, %haxonsl resublof

sach nsxmnst be Md&my
mtxrel:y#he au

leate us destituté ata mdacum
fort in a-sea of ‘doubts t-bottedn

or .shore, let nsucﬂniﬁlemthe - mngiter
well befote we.suffer; alli the: fourda-
tions  of .our faith: to :be .thuswnder-
mined. - The writer of this paper, in-
deed, professes to:be a Christian, nay,
he .appears zealoas for Ghnstlamty
and desirous to convert Unbelievers.
But .meanwhile ke is labouring te dis-
credit the only historical menuments
by which the trath «f Chnstaamty
attested, and in so doing is fig g
the favourite ground of the Jn els,
and among the foremost of their ranks.
¥or whe and what is a Christian, if
wot he who believes and receives the
religion of Christ as taught in the New
Testament? As to the man . that
rejects the authority of this standard,
who can say what hedis? Uan he pre-
tend to know the dectrmes ‘which Jesus
, or. to beheve in  the amiracles
by which his mission - was - attested, if
he ‘denies the authenticity.and credi-
bility of the emly mnarratives by which
we can have any knowledge or-evidence
of-either? Sunh Christianity.as thiswill,
as it appears to: me, neither beneﬁuﬂw
sessor mor convert the umbeliever.

"Fo be convinced of this, we must 0b-

serve, that the reform of  Christianity
which your eorrespandent pm oses,
does not consist in ,peli-
gious faithand practwe to :the standard
of the Scriptures, that geed werk in
which a true and . enhghtenad Ahristian

is always ready cordially to jeir ;5 no,
but in mformmg the: Scripture itself,
QA0C0 to the stazidard of our ow

judgment. of what. it ought te be.. .. &
-any story recorded :in the ‘(3espels
should appear ¢o us a little strange,

we are @t.once te it as asfable.
g it 18 not by the.: hm ogepses. ..of
PF

criticism, -as-applied. te. other..ancient
writings, ito .endéaverir4o rembvie cor-
Tuptions and restere.the sacred-text ito
#s pemiine. states:: it is; mot - to -anake

-allowance for the /ocensional dhacoura-
gies. and mds.stateinents which - ave

fownd - in.&ll historical works : litis ot
to .allow the: fallibility -ofthe; lbanped
writers. on nynor peints] hot. quktmg

they. .were  commissioned’ t0.stesith::

o d"m',” i swywuynur ' qoirespomdent,

« ¥ Ao d



Strictures omthe PR o %S Muaﬁ(}%tmmm
-memnem BB
teadition; .‘%‘ﬁ i

<5 W thes%aeﬁmsy tmm and

loudpbie vhen - bestowed ‘on:
baoks- withentie,: af -what use
ean it -hes ed:to-baoks thay
mﬁwﬂu&@?—*@e&, we -see ibiigito

reject a:great part.of the New:Testt.
vaent; as: spudious:::-And  these-books
that are o be regardad: as spurious: are
not those: peven: .of iwhese- authm‘m
some dgubt frany the first ages existed
in: the chiirchy but three at: Ieast out. of
the: -four.. Gospels 5 - the  fourth - itself
also- bemg treatad with veny- hittle cere-
-}t is malutained- that we cannos
rely: oa the authority.of either of the
(ospels but. that of Lauke, Such is
~ the -opinion of this- writer ; but, per:
haps, if we were to ask the opinion of
three- others, -each would name ene of
the other three (Gospels as.that'mest
entitled to credit. And to shew:that
this is-net mere canjecture, I refer the
reader to: Bishop Marslvs valugble Dis-
sertation in his edltwa of Michaelis:.
‘Thus, while. we ¢annot agree. whieh
Gospel to assume as genuine, the: au,-
thority of all the fourwﬂal be destroy:
But not:-anly dees-yeur corres t
rejent the: three.{xospels of Matthew,
Mark and Jebhn,: but even in that of
Lake be supposes
how: myeh - fable and falschood. Thus
henot mlymawle the:-two first chap-
ters: 38 8 fabrieation,.but pours con-
tempt: o the acoeans, of . the Gadarene
demoniac,: the sronsfiguration and-the
templation: as eontained.in this Gospel.
Neowe 3t 8- not my -busjuess here, even
wan comyetuaamﬁhem to enter
enps’of;:the guthentivity . and
ility -of - the, Clqepel: hlstmek :
is ohvibusfxthm thig forims<is ma
of whit 33 ¢allad the-eyidenge Ghm»
e S
BURIRGCS;, ng:whigh Iwonigiespe \
I ko Hhe-ageden ' Lardaer's
-Cnedibelity, ands Minhaalists: Intrnedica-

tion amﬂmxjym Tépsament,. Na daibt -

the asubject: presarits; cansiderahile difh-
enlties, and adsits: of ipalich, vaniety
opimion amopg Christixesq bub Fwish
to -eall astention - 'm vshlm fmiportang
POt 3+ Wz, - that 2
DOrRUGEIINS that . the Gaspelw%kmﬂw
arg net. ¢ MM&M& aneditde, we do
i fact wdstgni owr -bély ';0,7' Mﬂ!ﬂhfi&-
tiaw wpligion:. v g

| | ctsus-deptroyer i she
ey b S PABIOR 8 mao‘side.
stroyedswe: Mbiw rought:te reghrd

- disputes arpong themse:

there is, I know nat’

of P

gield: to' . the

vian: rehgion ,

pesd - g%f‘!s’h!&plan pmpe, -
taining what is.genmine in the ﬂoépel
hmfory lﬁ;& err, se unsetﬂedand

¥ ' thm ’fﬁﬁ Cﬂlﬁ
mﬂnaeanymnen in: the judgmenty of
Christiaps -~ in - relation te: ifs,; objec
Dwxlggg 88 ﬁ:ﬁe ighurq;%pﬁ ~Chxist;has %&@
cver QB, ?Paﬁ % 18" ﬂiﬁi’?
existed : in -the canomical. ¥ e
common standard for.. a{xpe

m wal;b
Unbelievers 5 -but: the -plan; now pre-
posed wounld - makewvwsﬁ thing: dispy-
table, and,- rem@mgthg only:common
ground on which pmfties  could meat,
waould.-annihilate : memhm and ﬂ?eny
semblanee - of - ynion: - H
piety eould flouyigh;
sien and unc »
should - be
freedom Of though& to8 revnlamn
thus dmsted of - suthority, 1 cannot
coneeive. In fhet, the grand practical
em iny mggamd 40 sh@ggtmth of

gawareuxﬁm wmh% sy @bmt»

hich s now- lass on themd;
whethew that veligion whwh»iammtmed
in the existing vaconde of Christianity,
wiar is net 8. evelatign .fsom- God-
imporntanee. of the

I tpust, Sir; the i
b ect will excuse m¥ - tmubm you
these imperfect remarks.. In con~
eudmg, I cannot.-but vepture to ex-
Rﬂeqs B wish, that the Editor of the
Jonthly Repository -saw. it ndvisable
19 hmom lﬂaazhbm b:As I-would
eall it inhe mmmﬂm@&tmm Whigh
he gures pnhllmty,mﬂax 4y <140 12
ghould, trespass on« grounsl )m
not belong ta- me 3 but I wopld,with
mogh: deferance, aubmit i 1o By dudgr
ment, whethay the Lbergl, principles
on -whieh he. condugts work deo
really. vequive thet he- mmi lend-its
to the propagatien of doctvings
which temd 29 thnectlm 40 Jandengnine
the common. faithi of ﬂl!u. ,
Ummm RS wenll

2
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B¢ 4paih [Juapelogize, and ledve the
gtter 167 your ‘better. ‘jadgment, re-
gikirisag your constantreader, 7
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A BOUTfour‘years ‘ago a very par-

L3 ticular friend of mine proposed
a question to me, which, he said, he
thought was not :generally understood
by  professing ' Chiristians’; it was—
What do you think' of Jesus Christ ?
It struck me as' being a very extraor-
dinary ‘question ; for as I had been
eduéated 'in the belief-of the Trinity,
and had alivays been ‘in the habit of
hearing *that -doctiine inculcated, I'did
not - éntertain-a deubt of its being per-
fectly ‘consonant with seripture’ and
with reason. ' At-that time I was to-
tally unacquaintéd: with every contro-
versial’ publication on' the subject, and
only recollected’ a few' texts: which I
juoted  to him; and' which (from' the
prejudice of education) appeared to
me to be ‘quite conclusive.” My friend
told niéf he''appiehended ¥ did not un-
derstdnd ' the' real import of the texts
on which ¥ rested:iny belief in the ge-
rierally-received opinions; and strongly
recommended me to give the subject a
candid and impartial investigation, and
finding me disposed to do so, he kindly
supplied me with two tracts, ‘“ Penn’s
Sandy Foundation Shaken,”” and ¢ El-
-wall’s Trial,”? the perusal of which gave
rise to doubts respecting  my- former
creed, and excited a spirit of inquiry
which induced me to adopt every means
in my power to form correct ideas of
the primitive doctrines of Christianity.
By reading a number of works on each
side of the question, and by comparing
‘them with' the New Testament, I be-
came perfectly convinced of the Unity,
love and mercy of the God and Father
-of our Lord Jesus Christ. I was par-
ticularly interested with Foster’s Nar-
rative of the proceedings of the Friends
in his case; and I confess that, in my
opinion, the members of that highly-
respectable Society (as it is frequently
called) hdve given the world a very
poor: specimen of that free toleration
which: they so much profess to revere.
It strikes -me ‘that an-impartial reader
may-easily- iperceive,  from the-general

ténol of the: works of the early: wiiters.

of thatSodiety, that'théy wers; in the
dtrict-seénses of " the word; Unitarians,

ol O the Progress of Unitarienism.

in the Society

}-

purticulary when‘he sees the naniérous
and ‘warm'‘contioversies in which they
were so frequently engaged with:persons
who held the: opposite doctrine, Under
this impression of -the genuine prinei-
ples: of /the Sﬁcxetx,l; ¥t cannot- régard
their recent proceedings:-but-as a proof
of degeneraey, and ag a devistion-fifrom
those liberal sentimients and that:Chy#is-
tian charity by which:I conceive their

‘ancestors were actuated when ' the

wisely concluded not to:adopt a ereed.
I have expressed these sentiments to
a number of personsinthat connexion,
(for -I have an‘extensive acquaintance
with them,) and have found many of
them, and -even some who were present
at the Yearly Meeting when Mr. Fos-
ter’s excommunication was confirmed,
totally ignorant of the points on which
he is said -to differ from the Society.
I have invariably endeavoured to im-
press them with the necessity of be-
coming acquainted with their own
principles, by which alone they would
be able to appreciate and defend them,
and I have also recommended the pe-
rusal of such works as I thought most
likely to be of assistance to them in so
laudable an engagement..  In many
instances I have succeeded far beyond
my expectation; ang it'has been most
g;atnfymg to me to observe with what

nkness and zeal they have applied
themselves to the interesting a.n(f im-
portant subject; and I now know
several persons of talent and influence
, and who are. reputed
very consistent members, who publicly
avow their belief in their primitive
Unitarian prineciples, and:-who openly

~express their disapprobation of ‘those

attempts to restrict the exercise of
private judgment, which were so strik-
ingly exhibited in . the proceedings
against Mrs. Barnard and Mr. Foster.
I have lately made a tour-through the
principal places of England, and have
no hesitation in saying, that these sen-
timents and feelings are becoming very
general, especially among the younger
part of the Seciety ; and oné person
told- me, he was pretty. certain  we
should hear of no more disownments
on account of Unitarian prineciples—
“ in short,” said he, “if Friends were
to continue to disowr persons on those
grounds, -they: would' soon have to:dis-

own the majority of theirmembers.”?

“But:dt is net tgthe-Sdeiéty of Priénds

only that' my - obseivations *have ‘been
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L, have - foand;- i
ne:gh&mmmad, and: thre 1ROV
late; nimﬂl’&’f pemmi&mﬁ sabmost] 8y
denominasion ; disposed - to - bring stheir
eligious-terets 1o -the tests;of; TeABOn;
and -to,-the l}mformmdeclwamea of
Ghrist : and . his- apostles;;; and & haye:
wztneaﬁed,tm neglin missing their-former:
mysterious notions, :and embracing the;
rational, aédconsls«tent elief,.that there
is but one God, the Father, and:one
Mediatoer ;htheen God and men, the
‘man. Christ Jesus. . | -
-On . the; whole, Su, 1 cannot .but.
congratulate the fnends of Truth jon

the progress.which. it is evxdently mak-

ing in the werld. —The time, I believe,

is fast approaching when Chnstlamty
shall. be : released. from - the fetters. of
superstition..and bigotry, and, restmg
on the basis;of reason, shall meet with
equal  approbation . from the peasant
and the plulosopher.

JOHN JONES

P. S On observing in your: Monthly
Repository for August [p.- 471,] the
question * y - An. Unitarian Travel-
ler”—< Is ' Unitarianism increasing or
decreasing ' T thought thiat a' letter
from ‘me- 61 tlie subject -might hot be
unacceptible to some ‘of your- -readers.
If you are¢ of the saine opinion you will

please to m‘sbrﬂit _
-f-.-'

| D;«ll
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ble tribute to,the memory  of
the. Rev.. Tumms J;Ipwn, of Bndport,
whose, death. is. bneﬂan &moun
last Number. of. th Month} ‘g ‘Reposi-
tory ? .. It 38 :im ss;lble for e to ;dxs-
charge . thzaﬂduty, without, feelings of
deep and sincere regret. . I esteem it
among the highest privileges of my life,
that for nearly twenty years I have
‘been honoured with hxs unregerved: and
affectionate friendship ; and.the more
I have seen of his eart" and his cha-
racter, the more reason. have I found
to admire and love him.. The. few
imperfect notices-that I shall offer are

by no means. uwended to siipersede a

more r lar and’ conpected memoir,
which ¥ hope will soon be fllmlshed by
some gther hﬂﬂsl
Iy % WM; Q% ,Mﬁ“"ﬁlm’ ‘I.
| 1& g mm?m 6 %

: qu 0

mnmstry, ] & lmwmm-

‘hlmaelf as, chaplain to

AY 1 be allowed to ,pay a hum-

.nthe

and sdnie whb‘ hﬁvb
rablé’ eumhehce in tﬁg 1
retf s. Q ! s k4 - i : Z

N
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Howe preached, , for.a few montﬁs,mt
Exeter, 28 &R a,ss:stant to the learned

and pious Micaiah Fowgood, a ‘name
deservedly held -in' the - mos,w teful
remembl‘ance by every friend to the

sacred ts of consclence, for his 1

comparable  Letters” in vmdlcaymn

of Prote,stant Dissent * .,
Howe, soon

“.5"‘7 .f‘ ,',‘;' PR !
o

Harry Trel k hﬂ“’ legc '
elawny, who, ha ome
dissatisfied . with the doct:ilzgs of the
Established Chureh,. (though he was
always enthusiastially attached -to-the
splendour of its-rites and ceremomes,)
at that t:me ‘officiated as “* minister of

the Presb enan Church at West Loe,
in Cornwall.” With this gentleman,
notw:tlistanding his ‘singular fluctua-

tions in opinion, ¥ the hxstory of ‘which

- ® See ¢ A Dissent from the Church of
England fully justified,” by.Micaiah Tow-
good. See also Mamﬂng‘s Life of Fow-
good, p. 25. It is'a subject,.I think, of
regret, that Mr. Manning should not ‘have
enriched his volume. with a short account
of the dlstingu‘ished ministers in' Exeter
and its neighbourhood, who weie Mr.
Towgood’s contemporaries and  friends.
The public has, at length, been gratified
by an interesting outline of -the character
of one.among them, the Rev.: Samuel
Merivale. = It.is found in the posthuimous
Discourses of his pupil,, the Rev. Joseph
Bretland ; himself one of the' most ac-
comphshed, the purest and the. kindest of
human beings.

- ¢« Oh, I could' stop: and hnger, if 1

might "’ |
+ See ¢ Orton’s Mttem tb Dt.. ﬂem;ing
Mimstera,”Vol. ll.f/pq% ‘ g, 200, Sir

Harry TrelaW‘Wr Just; ~ LR
into the bpsom ﬁfmhqf istablishm



willathergafber. -be.: Hothi | catersaisiing
ndoinstrsictive, ' Mr.. Howe continii
gl kfé,ito mamtmd f’meﬁdlyaami
s:ohn L
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T v T T
23,710 .

' he

m g rd €, !ns hanpmfphmﬁs
-3nd, prited *twq eloguent . pey-

w one_from: 1 Cor, i, 9, hefore an

agsembly of Ministers; at ter, Sept, 9,

1778; the ‘other fromi 2 or X. 7, on a
sxmxlar occasmn, at Ta,un top, June 26,
¥579. "¥he followimg ‘extratt : from the
latter diseonrse is inserted- here ais a spé-
citéx of the preachei’s style. ' -
- 49 Mauny! of. those 'who: 4re -now called
Unitarians were: once'/Calvinists:: When
they: weére, | what was - their charactez
They: weré . generous,: ..pioiss; charitable,
benevolent, zealons, wrsm men,, Upon
fanher study, conatam y, praying for light
knowledge, still cpntinuing serious
an | exemplafy, they Saw reason to change
their sentiments ; and then obsérve the
enormous metamorphosis.  ‘Their gene-
rogity beeomes prodigality, their- ‘piety
slnnsh su rstitian >, theéir charity 'springs
frotg’ pridg, -their zea¥ evidences' their ha-
tred of Christ; their bendvolence is spite
in. disguise,;and; in..one word, they ara
thé& children. of the »deﬂlgm the epemies
of all real. righteeusnessy. .

ht qu scerning FAust ews mﬂges bel
B;gs ed God, thon seest npt, 38 man seeth,

To t‘hf;e they eommis their c Ganse, and it
shal] be. re-heard at the lasy; décisive day,
Stpposé¢ now an Unitdrian in"the Wrohg
Hé has lived, as far as he kriew, according
to the laws of reason, conscience and reli-
gion. His faith in God has gulded him
steadﬂy through life : bis. hope of isamor-

" has. supperted him. in: the -hour of
death. ‘He a pproaches the judgment-seat,
and .finds that de whom he respected as
the: first. snd. most favotred creature of
God, i rcally God himself. With reves
rence, joy and awe, will he  prostrate
himself before the throne, and say,

«¢,< Most adorable Judge! From the
first: day that I knew thee by the revela-
tion of thy word, til} this solemn season,
thou knosvest that I have loved, served
and honoured thee with nnfelgned sin.~
centy.. To  exalt. theq among men, and
proclaim thy glories and goodness,
been my ht. .As the Messenger of
the Most High, the only-begotten of the
- Father, full of grace and trugh, I have
‘ever fespectéd thee myself, and warmly
exhorted others to respect thee; I find
thit thou art fur higher than 1 conceived.
Poigive, most cottipassionately, moy mis-
take, -and suffer me, from: limweforch, for
evert to' ‘ddere: thee with ‘that
wm‘aliip ahd mur, which ere t.hy etemai

' ‘? JJ',

" Can you i{nagme e kind Saviour

vices of the

4 Mmm‘&emsnefmm F o R0 B

agvecable interconrie. < Heidetormined
sotne iy ogld - voinacribé o> worky,

whieh hewas orithe eve of pumishmp
toc his early ‘patromn; aind ek w‘ﬁmliy

drawn npzalverwﬁéspécﬁulx%dicaﬁon.

 The-delicaey of his: m&@i hewever, lod

himm: | to ' abandon- e [+ FHe ' was
apprehensive that:: the:: waorwofihm

perfoymance : might awake p res
colléetions. wh!grig histmly h wae to
gratify.: o

From Trelawne, the famil -mmsion
of the Reverend Baroﬁeﬁ i Howe

removed to tgoo& $ Hampshu'e,
and there, as astor of e’ congtre:

gation, most tenderly attached to him,
lhge spent sevetal happy yeam of his

3 | tlnnk it was -in the summer of
1787, that he aceepted an’ invitation
from the flourishing ‘and | pe<

apectable society " Protestant ' Dis-
senters at Bridport;' to- suceeed the
Rev. George ‘Watérs, ‘‘ a man,”’ as he
is ,,des.enbed by oue- who Jmnew him
well, ® ¢ of ,(h&t, modesty,
humﬂity and piety.” - Mr.. HQWB was
ordained to the officq, et Drid-

Pﬂﬁm

port, on July 10th, 1788:% . . The gex-
dey,: ald exeelent in then'

kind, were.. afﬂerwmt printed 5. and J
eaunot -oxait this opporiunity of . aﬂ‘w—
tionately recommending: Py; .Kippit's
most admirable ¢ Charge,” to the di-
ligent and repgatecf perusal of every
oung person,' the desire of whose
eart it is to engage with pleasure and
suceess in the interestmg dut{es ﬁ g&e
Ghrisﬁau ministry.
"It 'wds at Bridport, a spbt endeai'eﬁi
to me’ by 'a thousind tender recollo:
tions, thet T first’ becanie: wai'anitéd
with Mp. Hewe. ¥ vis then bm innyate
in the family of the Rev. Santiied Pavwa
cett, at Mountﬁeid-Houae, ahf ‘olegam

.
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would frown upon him? Would he not
embrace him in the arms . of his tender
mercy, accept his semvices, amd crown
him with everlasting lifer”

® Sge Dr.. Tonlmin’s Bcrmon at Mx.
Ho_:vcz); Ogimtlon.i 1351,;,; a
S OGCIR ¥4 Fep ¥ ma‘l 4

Dr., Twlmin Rreached ;.

posed the guenti "de-
Boerod e on “’"’”’ ‘m‘% @rgﬁ h?
masterl g€ wWas d‘éif at ‘Byid-
wm}i:er*zs‘ 748, by Wik i n;

noru,x t} J %, . _;,“‘
WWW&W e camt
,m&.a‘epu x{m R TRALH Ry



sanctify . every gri
OnJy a. smgle mgmbe;; of the fa.mxly
now suivives, venerable for years and
virtues, .best beloved where he is
most, intimately . kmown: = Late be
the hour, and distant be the day,”
when I can, with propriety, :speak of
him, as the feelings of gratitude and
affection. prompt!
who has long since made her bed in
darkness, an whom the accents of
human praise cannot reach. It may,
therefore,,, .be permitted me $o0 say,
that the mmqry of thrat silent, unpre-
tendn;g p{ﬂy with which she adorned
her, Chmsnaa& pmfessgon, of those, mild

aml gentle graces which she cultivated
in, the. ,wwsmﬁdq shade: that was se
coqgeml hey disposition, ;and of
that peageful temper - with
w]m.h she cheerpd and. blessed the do-
mestic c;mie awill never be effaced from
the it of my heart. She was.called

from. the, ;present scene on; the 15th of
13Ys :l@osm , B few, ﬂaYB aften. Ml‘,.
awe WIpte, tq me.; and, the following
extract from, his 1ettyel: will enable. the
reader:ta_j g@ of th%dggme in which
the .ex wpﬁf . amiable persan
had goneiliated, his rd, - whwt
influence .her,. mma\m was | {likely
have upon his future comfort: We
have: Jost.a, valyable. friend.. -On Mon-
day, Mis. Fawcett was seized with a
fever, the progress of which medical
aid was of no to stop, . For the
firs. three days she had the.perfect use
of ‘her reason,. and- Wmaseq & ealm
resignation, to the ; Diviner will, with
respept 60 1‘1‘3 jssue- -of, “h.qr .

Qn, , the hw@duy mommg the fiever
affected her ﬁm on g
mﬁxhrm ay ame of de

ace on the

his event took
, the srxt

dayﬂfher
m&vmmh
,mve_qls,

ut there was one,

"MV.

gcmtn‘ﬂm%uﬁ |
ﬁﬁtyegg by e, ffm 3

? ‘ mmmsggf

fle 1. wxfl be.,o’f bsae

g0
journ in thlﬁ &tata o_f tnal
Yoith her and;her be Wﬁd
upwarld'sbg]t;ﬂ hirtees
time,
on me. Thegi
between s, notwil
ferences of r 10 s :seqt;mgnt,;
never mterxqpted ,fgr a.moment.
was always obliging and kmd,m e
she was, I assure yom, Bne: cpm on
friend ; and it, seems 1o, me a8, m&y
her - lass, I am deprived  of ma ,Amal
care. xpeet .that my: happn;esa in

future hf l be matenally :3

by this a uft vw;gl.d

bow WI;EL calm ,subrm 7:3 }ﬂgq mll

of hea . i’Y

err, ymamemqus

¥, the most. afflie-

twe d(x{spe [t 35 3 heasy, siroke,
aweets. Hﬁums

deeply sensible of her worth. Happy

for us, we sorrow not as those withiout
hope.  Never did Christianity .appear
to me more valuable than at preéseat.
How - well: caleulated  is™it-"to rdovthe
thé mind, rwider thédarkestseends’ &f
hiumani - 1ife, esge“c%aﬂl P Ton " the’ 1688'0f

-pious friends’! > T 46" F6llow: the
t‘ﬁi‘ec'ﬁ n%‘f ""‘I§H;’ '*g{lte
6u on ;i”o 2R

¢ the’ he yedi iﬁﬁﬁ
Mr, How? an. Abndgmcn
ar’s . 40. the Apostolic

'\’ang&,” to whmh emeﬁxed n is-
sertation, *eomamﬁng an: epitome af the

gaspel:-history. By his..desire, iI-'had
thep:pleasm of' superintending’icfHe

work it ’p ofgress rthﬁougy't!m D16,

yﬁ'i‘enél - uptiska : n
,'fd rﬂe‘idéeiwﬂ ’tﬁé’ﬁ,” . Aangse
for bis publicatign.”” -
%Sbr ihﬁfqr%‘ % . -' Mt

calated EQ& et alals gt s Ry

,gmong 1dgie ond %W, Q %Wﬂf
- P Mi Ty “1 a0 od1 > Dy
urn w e u?w«r Yo w¥anat 0 10 hg;a!
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v Fhis,” sagh Mr:')

chirge of my Bristol
igin oppesing the

of the gospel, and that he cannot, in
i eonscience, give circulation €6 such a
book.” - L |

 While lie was employed in the pre-

aration of this little' work, doubts

egan to suggest themselves to his
mind on some of the opinions which
‘lie had hitherto entertained, as to the
person and offices of Christ. I in-
tended,”” he observes, in a letter ad-
dressed to me on the 31st December,
1804, ‘“ to insert a note at the begin-
ning of my account of the birth of
Christ, stating that the chapters in
which it is found, there is great reason
to think, were not written by the
Evangelists. On your suggestion, how-
ever, I have omitted it entirely, and
commenced the history at our Lord’s
entrance on his Public ministry.” It
was about this time that he entered
upon a more careful study of the Sa-
cred Scriptures, under a deep sense of
his responsibility, with frequent prayers
to the throne of grace, and in the spirit
of sound, cautious and enlightened cri-
- ticism, comparing the phraseology of
one passage with that of another, and
‘ making,” as he expresses it, T+ *“ due

* In a letter to me, dated October 8,
1808.

+ In his Sermon before the Western
Unitarian Society, p. 23, note. In a
letter written to me a few weeks after
this sermon was printed, Mr. Howe says,
‘¢ ‘Though the general strain of our
preaching be plain and practical, we do
right in frequently calling the attention
of our people to our principles, as Unita-
rian Christians. [t tends to cherish the
spirit of free inquiry into the Sacred
Scriptures, and is, thus, favourable to
truth and virtue. ‘This spirit much pre-
vails in Bridport. Works for and against
Unitarianism are in constant circulation
amongst us. Many copies of a popular
tract in favour of the Godhead of Christ,
and an admirable Answer to it, are most
industriously dispersed. Our Trinitarian
and our Unitarian friends ¢ run to and
?.o‘,’ and the result will be, I hope, that

khowledge shall be increased.” Between
them, it is so managed, that those who
read ¢ the one’ pamphlet, are under a
kind of necessity of reading ¢ the other’
algo.. This is surely as. it should be.s A
worthy ./Calvihistic neighbour, whom'you

. 4 Fribute:to-the -Memory ofthe'Rev. Thomas Hee.

ch’ wi 4 moniﬁ the
ast, ‘aiid ‘which''wai  adopted- by our
Lotd and His ‘Apostles.” "The fesult
wias ‘g’ conviction; which' all his subse-
quent inquiries gerved to- strengthen
and establish, that Jesus, the-Mediator
of the new covenant, is strictly and
literally of the human race. Théterms
in which' he -wrote to ‘make me ac-
quainted with the change that his reli-
gious sentiments had undergone, were
these : ““ I have entirely given up Ari-
anism, I adhered to it as long as I
could, till the force of evidence drove
me from it into strict Unitarianism.
This is the little leaven which I now
think will eventually leaven the whole
lump. For this purpose there must
be the union of serious piety and can-
dour, and the wisdom of the serpent
must be blended with the harmlessness
of the dove.” SR
Towards the close of the year 1808,
Mr. Howe was attacked by a fever,
from which, during several weeks, there
was no expectation that he could re-
cover. He was himself fully aware of
his imminent danger, and those who
watched, with so much kindness and
assiduity, around his bed, can bear
witness to the humble confidence and
the pious resignation which he then
displayed. At length it pleased the
Almighty to raise him up; and how
often have I heard my excelleént friepd
expatiate, in strains of holy gratitude
and wonder, on the glorious hopes and
promises which supported him in that
most awful scene! He cast himsélf
on the goodness and mercy of God in
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and he ex-
perienced the efficacy of his views, as
an Unitarian Christian, to enliven the
gloom of sickness, and to scatter the
darkness of the grave. These feelings
he has himself described with touching
simplicity, in a note to his Sermon,
reached before the Western Unitarian
ociety, at Taunton, on Wednesday,
July 14, 1813. In a letter which I
received from him in the spring of
1809, and which can neither be tran-
scribed nor read without emotion, he
says, ‘“ What cause have I for thank-

"',
x Ty
‘W

know, has been firing. h-is.‘.'gx:,édt gun? ng at
fmy,-;l{tftle' sermon. What 'exetution’ he
will effect, ‘time. must shéw, ' Our friends

) . v
. r
! . .

arelby no means discouraged.”
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Max- ax
Provx ence. -for :tt;g; uume f&om the
divine, 1gpadnsss ;L have, experienced,
and" to;devate -y spared -life. more
diligently., to1 %@smcei rofcmy :kind
3331"'81"' is + i indeeds; . were: thel
alleviattonsswithiwhich. I, was .indulged
in_my, afflictions axd, gmch? the soothing
consola;xm gommuynicated to my. mind

I
’

by the principles, of religion, that, upon.
the whqle. . free from. bodily palm

I think T may;class the four months of
my confinement ‘among ‘some of the
most comfortable in the course of my
life. The warm and kind attachment
which my friends shewed to' me ‘was
greater than I before knew that ‘they
felt, and it.has been a source of much
pleasure to me, that though I was laid
aside from public. service, for a long
time, my place was regularly sup-

plied.” .
This. alarmi _-fever left Mr. Howe
in a condition, of great bodily: weakness:;

it fatally undermined his constltutlon

and"from “that. period his friends: have
been, sensible:.of : the . gradual ' deca
which ‘has breught. him down . to:

native dust.. He exemphﬁed however,
in a pecuhﬁrly important and striking
sense, - the .justness: of : the! apostle’s
remark, ' that: “-though-.the. dmtwa.rd
man ; perishethy. the: inward nfan o x
be»renqwe@ day. by day.? * .- Néver did
he¢ apppariitd,dose si ight,. evén . for: a
momenv, of - what. he:: OWed. to his hea-
ven 3‘ Benefagtor. . On the 2d of ‘Apnil;
‘he returned toithe duties of ‘the
astoral offige; with; redoubled; energy:
is beloved headrers received him from
the borders . of the grave with: increas-
ing affection and regurd and no ‘one
could witness_the ardour of his: zeal
without being ‘convinced - that' it. was
because hehad: fele; the. - inestimable
value of the uncgrrupted. doctrines-of
the gospel, that he was morei:than
ever .anxions to -ineulcate a. fearless;
dxhgent . unbjassed examination of thé
bvr;p,tures, and ! thus  to be made thé
anuved Anstrument . of leading: hig

en to: & more-perfect. acquaintance

Wlt u uﬂ(ﬁ% th as! it is im | esus, -
nd of promo mg -RINONg: them , the in-
ﬂuqncgmﬁ geummﬂhm‘istlamy pah
SRS 1Y ST ML
RTINS B ;.ﬁ)%@om AV i4. i "\p’-...‘,n o

VYOL. XV. - b A

&‘Q?t&ﬁms Howe

fm th@ questéaﬁdr%hé €7 es-‘ :

of his-pleasures;: - ‘Fhe heuse:i
wag -his exceeding joy.. Thereihst

the; deyotwns of bjs-flock:; witkqazsntem«
nity, a fervour al heavenl -ndndednssiy
that were-all:his-own.. There ke lifted
up hlS vaiges .not. to: amusewhut»a %0}
convinee . and- to' awaken.: There:i ke
described the., haappm 85 Of piety: -y
exhibiting. ehg;{m in its'tnost a‘ttraetmei
forms, and by unfolding the puri >
the bliss of thetheavenly Wergl. . here
he displayed the paternal characteryof
God and the love of Christ, which was
stronger than death. His instruétions,
coming from ‘“ a heart convmced of
immortality,”” derived thence a power,
a beauty, a persuasive tenderness,
which it was scarcely possible to resist.

¢« He hore his great commlsswn in his
' look,
" But sweetly temper’d awe ; and soften’d
all he spoke.
" He preach’d the joys of heaven: a.nd
pains of hell,
. And warn’d the’ sinner with becommg
zeal ;
But on eternal mercy lov'd to dwell.
He taught the gospel rather than the
law,
- And forc’d himself to dnve, but lov’d
to draw.” |
‘ DRYDEN.
- Of what he was in. his personal‘and
social character, I shall a,tftempt 1o
delibeation. - I  could speak’ of 'his'de-
vatedness t6 God, a.hd 9 the .‘mpi) icity,
the childlike s1m ;el “and smglenesg
of his heart I 'conld say much of ., the
candour whic )he alwa {f exerc;sgd
towards good men - -of - all denomina-
tions ; of his entire freedom from that
exclusive, intolerant, dogmatmngé
so . disgracefully common in the
tian world ; kmd of the * unaskefd &'Q-’u
lief? whlch it ‘was his delight tg
to" the abodes ‘of the poor, the aged
the sick and the forlorn® I coiifd éh
latr e on the kindness of his. dispesition
the amu@li e,ss g‘

b’ut ‘these are
llections. gqﬁb o kne

yeco

ﬁe remem mm:e,mﬁfa -naver: $0: »dm;f*
may well soathe:and comfort us in.shis
me mwhdlys houro cRavauredavith tieb
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Mm%dmmmsrm, *: wﬁchwl;?s been i:hd?
bjmafsdéenw to-mawy a-pious mind;-
Hens nowbeyond the Teneh of
uud aih §: and; 'oh:! -how prwimis té-'
art 8 it to believe, that, when
the mommgof the resurreetion breuks“
through. the: merey of God, if ‘we are
not tmwotth»v ‘he will be ‘ear compa-
nion’ 5 and we shall renew,’ toge.
thre¥, all ehe endearing intercourses of

love; and-enter upon an endless career
of improvement in those muansions of

our Fither’she e, where no voice will
be heard but ¢ of thankﬁxiﬂess« and
of pmise ¥

- AMES HEVVS BR»ANSEY

1 arnex what I &

pﬁrehend to be a
ém‘{;ct’ list of Mr. Howe’s publica-
tioh

1. The 'Millenium, or Cheerful Pros-

ects of the Reign of Truth, Peace and
ft*i teoustiess ; and Serious Reflec-
tiotis on Commencement of the New
Century. Two discourses preached at
Bndport the first on Nov. §, 1800,
and the second on Jan. 4, 1801. 8vo.

2. A Key to the Apasmlw Wntm
by John Taylor D. D, abridged,
a Prelimina Dlssex‘tation on the
Setiptards of the Néw" Tesffament
I2mo 1805

o

‘—P—?T‘ r T o= Pry DTm—TT—— ,.—rvf i Ty

* A Correspondent whoml ‘Have muych
reason to estéeem, writing to me from
Bridport, on the mourn event, ob-
serves, ¢ The death of our excellent
pastor was very sudden. He had been
spending the day (Wednesday, November
15) at. the house of afnend,,and retarned
hpme at about seven o’clock in the even-
% Five minutes a@;er  entered our
s’e 'Ke expired, withou a struggle o
éven a sigh, In'a chal¥ which he h
% tiie ‘fire, for the purpos¢ of
msel‘f ‘the’ ‘eveiing beltig vety
M/ 'smm a- desth, ‘44 the elose of X
nmkt pious: and: ume ful Bfe; thay be said
to1. haya: boew. truly ndenliahle for one
whode! infirmities were Afist- hwreasinq
abd would probebly spén have rendered

M la @f disehargmg hii# minig-

mal m?:g. . therefore, we feel

lng, mgx to. f»e great—(and it is
tg:%la,r 50. ta us, amcmg whom he

& hmate d who saw him

% iﬁ ihg th b 'Vitai power of his

Jes’ u s ”a’rhiﬁb!é t JEr)—we

\wfinet ‘but be sénsible thit we'ought to
blesi:God for his éasy. retifovdl it trans-
tiony: ax 1o were, in the: khidst lof alun
dant usefulwess,frofn earthiito hretven.®:::

" be' aroom

- M\Houd oni the &fidowss® Fund. )

8 A S%tmm ‘on‘thie Folly ‘ahd Dian-

ger of Pride—withiout' the' Author's

' name—iiy ‘Braneby’s' Selection of Sep-
mons-fér vhe Use'of Mxm ot:’ T.
p: 189 12meo. - 11808, 1o

4, 'A'Sermon on our W’M
reinﬁngs $o ‘the ' Undbh siubilstjiieg be-
tween  God: his' thgr“liﬁn&f;f tmd

his Dmc&ples”dehvmd’ at T
on Wednesday, July 14, 1813, Before
the Westdrh nitarian Soviety: [2ihé.
“Mr. Howe wits ul#o the Ruthor of
many Comurunieations, '*W*wch ‘his
nare kgenem s&bs&e\d % The
Monthly and: in *’ i ’The
Chnsﬁan A |

|
v [

M, pra on the '« zdaws Fund,

[By the -unavoidable postponement
of ﬂm commurnication, it now appears;
such is the vanity .of human life ! as
posthumous. It is, however; strikingty
characteristic that our lamented. cer-
respondent’s last paper should be -a-
plea on behalf of ““ the fatherless and
wudows in afflietion.” Ep.}:

- . - Bidpore;

&l A me 74 m

THOUGHT it ineumbent >en::me

. a- few months agoy Yo inike a-few
observations. (whicly you had the
neee to insert: m&«yunr valusble:
itory, (| XIV. 681) on the : Saciéty
esmbhshed for the Rielief ! of i A
Infirm Protestant Dissent
of the Three Denomihuti‘ons, b;}
terian, Independent and:
Necessitous Glmumsﬁances."
that this is formed ‘' on the sumekbwmd
and comprehensive .baxis -as ‘the Wi
dows? Fund. This :latter benevolent
Imstitution, - however, I ain led to con.
elude; . ow looking pver the - atinwal reé-
gtwte of :the managebsy wwwwen
;' or "at lduss o0 ditp4
ported by Protestint Dissenrtersy en'its
merits chaim. I take: tl&:;? ‘there-
fore, of ealllng thiair sittenioly to' #¢
I wish my plou, in bebalf of the de-
objem of this eh was read
b the Dissenters ‘iw the. United
g'dnm As this," howem, cmmot
plisked, T would, by yeur
leave, give it as extaneive & chélﬂm;
4t least, as yout liberhl hbﬁét\ﬁon.
... The Soclety for 4 fof of ﬂw
N ecessitous d@st M Shfidvenof

Protestant Dmsa > Ministers- de-

ceased,” is of no ¥ 6‘~ date. It was
. e (R
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this: ;benevwmndmtﬁmn; «wﬂl rbe
tr&ﬂsmsm dwith . honour from 'y
tion' fto% érauen, and in dpés’

. up. and call the lessed
The lﬂlda‘ﬁle object they had in view
was $9;-estublish:;a permarent Fand,
for thezcbmta.ble ;purpese above spe.

cified, by their libera .+ subscripfions;
which -has beea suppprted .and gradu-
ally inereased by donations, the annual
contributions: of als, omaslonal

legacies, dnd, cf;ﬂeehons in Pplaees. of
publie.. wership., ‘There. is mgual
mﬁﬁmg: -0f the awbseribers in

yedr, Wwhe <hoase eut rof |

onpe every
their. - body fiventy-seven snanagers,
gether. with: a i Treasurer * sandSmren-
taryy for the-enshing year. T .ane
composed .of - table persans of
esch of the ‘Fhiee Dmnens of
Protestant -Dissepters. Thus bverg
possible. seem:tyns -given for the
- @IONS  application ﬂ!e
fundsfot‘thmlmtmmm¢ Al anblmabar
of the aamn of -five ygmineas becomes:a
memlmt of s this BSekiety . for -life; and
has the privilege of ifecomniending ob-
jeatsy-w, i oases: hveideems
uffattenm:z A plrsom *tho subseribes
one. guinea-asnually,is- & mrembet-dut.
1ng thbleontinvende of hiv subscription:
f‘.A Permuin; mlnnmdmgnhemseﬁul
parposes: .df this . Se s thas ~bieen
preached annually ia »limndam, in the
mouthmf Aprily aat thie. Meeting-House
in-the, . Old . Jewry, -but which: is .uow
- removed. to Jewin. Street; A&demm
Staeet, . after which: ja ccollection
been maded? -Sombe of the mibst enti-
nent: among ! the Protestant! Dissenting
Ministers of ithe "Thiee Denominations
have - publiely . advocated: this - moble
cpuss) eveny year from kheinstitwtion
of -this, Society oo the present ; amdthe
ﬁ:mwhn zmdwin thed‘ist w'ﬂw %Ravl

b AT e v ey

,;,?,,u' vyt o o,

o> Ebetezor Mmﬁml i 1E‘¢q.e, No. ’52
mmusum {Riomdow; hapi for many
pears: kmmneﬂ phemﬂlée bf Preasuter,

‘MWHME%WNW 25 Rueen
3’% &h&t 'ot}:ﬂecmtmd?v

e vy 1 ud

IR SR
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. tion, elther in London orin the co" antry,
‘eecoies v P iwfbnz e, L dhe-
Treasurer’s acco&hg edﬂli!le&
in emry ear, e 88 ,_;"ﬁoget er
with a3 aneral *éfa of ¢  § Qh rity
are 1aid before the spbscriber
annual meeting.  ‘The m‘apagers meet

the first Tuesday 1 in every ‘month, from
tive month of Gttober to:the: montli of
May, both inclusive, preem: it davelve
o’clock, at Batson’s 2 ~hense,
Corntiill, L.ondon, to’ mewm’ applica-
tions ‘in . behalf of  petitioners.. 1f the
petitions mre - appioved bf at &b sic-
tessive megtings,:the manhagers grant
relief.”? ' Such .nre the general ragulb-
tions of this. eharitable Institution. .
‘Thé . annual sum to the :Ens
glish "Widows twas - ongm ally ne more
than €5, and to the Welsh Widows
#3. " Since the - year 1811, the English
Widows' have. received :£15, and the
Welsh  Widows #£11. The “friend of
benevolenrce, hawever, will sineerely
£ym ize with ‘the . mb@nagers in r&t:
they .exprees at. zban undq;
nems’ityz)f making n deiugtion
haire, - :fmm tlm 40 tinie, . mul
press ent appenis 4o
:ﬁ? mga.tmns of. iProtesttant  Idis.
seniters in‘thehalf of  this - dnstitution,
aspecially it the year 181, : recoms
) dtaked  annual . oéllections
a:nmng them 3 “ these, rowever smald,
asthe. mh.nagers ©obsdrve, - ‘byithe
egate amount enidblé sthem; nok
y to raise .the exhibitions to wimt
they thave been, but dlso/ toincredse
them. 1¢ is ‘with mmda coneern they
have %o state. Athe disa

ppointment. 4f

theil e ioms; -amd vhat, ‘actvith-
ﬂ;iw liberal eontributions of
some; gatioms and of :seme: ndb-

mduala; ey were under the !
ml iofmmmwi}mmm

the: ehchmbm of *tlmt em';’
‘have "been saleo :compébied
- patoe e o e
owh who tlast) " w ot
£14 apminlly; raid. W*M; vioey
1o £10; and toithe weweabes of Wi M
o o 12:amd @81/« iiv ‘m 3 SEITI LRt BTN
-d»fmlmemgnﬂhim il " '
0 EX EIIME AN
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1o akcéitain” from - whit:: part ‘of the

MrHowe m?‘thb”’sWi‘dém’ﬁF nd

» e,y

1 collecnp;l i) iiea ’froni*“f.he

-su?plymf the fands 6f this Society # following stateinent.” wh}ch I Hdve
ses. - 'This, I think, may 'be traCed drawn ‘from the pnﬁiéﬂ i‘eporté ot“ the
%ﬂieﬂy te the dimmutmn of con,?rega- maxiagérs 2 % AT ‘5’ e
S oa e . . $15 -
oy A.D 1314 Cong. C,oil...No. 92..Amount of the Contnbutmhs, £:&l7 5. 11%
. 7 1815, . ditto, . 124 ditto,” [ 64515 6
s g, 1816 . dittg,. .25 Cditto, - 172”4 10.
U817, ditte, . (17 -ditto, . X 1280 2.
1818, . ditto, 32 ditto, 421 2°9
’ 1819 ditto, 24 ditto, . 10729
1820 ditto, 12 ditto, R 43 12 2

. Let the reader partlcularly remark,
that in the year 1815, one hundred and
twenty-four congregations contributed
to the Widows’ Fund, and this last
year, not more than twelve. How is
this lamentable deficiency to be ac-
counted for? Can it be supposed that
the Protestant Dissenters, who are in
the .constant habit of making costly
sacrifices to their convictions of duty,
need be reminded of the apostolic o
servation, ‘‘ it is right to be zealously
affected always in a good thing”?
When I consider ' their . readiness in
general ‘to contribute very liberally to
,pious and. benevolent institutions;: it
would be both unnecessary and pre-
sumptuous in- me to admonish them,
““ never to be weary in.well-doing. >
The principal reason for their suffering
this cause to decline arises, I am per-
suaded, from their not paying due
attention to the claims of this Institu-
- tion. That many are obliged to dimi-
nish their usual acts of beneficence,
from the pressure of the times, there
i8 no. doubt; and this would account
for the collections in the respective
congregations being /ess ; but that none
whatever should be made in them,
must be attributed to the cause just
assigned. Is it supposed that there is
not at present such an urgent call for
the Relief of the Widows and Children
of Protestant Dissenting Ministers as
formerly ? 1Is the number of those of
them who may be ranked among pro-
per obJ ects of charity less, or are their
necessities, by a concurrence of pro-
vidential circumstances, greatly dimi-
nished ? Were this really the case, the
present . plea in their beha.lf would be
wholly . needless.' Before'the reader,
'%:}Wﬂver 'determines.. this - point, - let
m peruse the following extract from
the ;mport of .the.manbtgers just pub-
lished: © A minute’ inquiry. was made
lqpt year into the circumstances of the

1dows reheved anﬂ the accounts
from many, very many, -were truly dis-
tressmg. Many are! Wholly supported
by charitable institutions. ' Many have
not any other support, but what they
receive from this Fund. 'Semé are sup-

ported by :the daily manual: labour of

themselves and their children; and ob-
tain from 2s. 6d. to- 10s. per week;

and some are obhged to seek relief

from . their parishes. Their distress
speaks feelingly for :itself, and' the
managers trust, that:it: need only ta be
known that it- may be relieved.”

- The. number "of Widows' annually
aided by this Society is‘on an average
about 190, besides the sum of -£10,
which the managers are:empowered to
give occasionally, for'apprenticing out
any child of a deceased ‘minister.’ It
is. pleasing to reflect on'the sad evils
and calamities which have been either
removed, or at least alleviated, by this
noble Institution ; ; how many *¢ Wi-
dows? hearts have been- made to sing
for joy ;> how many fatherless children,
who might otherwise have fallen victims
to ignorance and vice, have been hereby
led into the paths of virtue, and brought

up to such honest employments as to
enable them by their industry and pru-
dence to grovxde decently for them-
selves, to .be wuseful to society.
Were it possible for us to see all the
good which this charity has produced
rom its first establishment in 1733 to
the present time, the view would afford
every benevolent heart purer delight
than the contemplation of the cele-
brated exploits of the most renowned
heroes of either ancient or modern his-
tory. 'The object of this address is to
revent the : sphere;of its usefulness
? om be;mg cmacwd oﬁ swhich there
is - imminent xlts esign: is -0
anlarg'e ity and* Sby' g ‘gredter
proyision for **the fa'ﬁhe‘ﬂesk* and*wi-
dow in their afliction,” more effectually



- M. Rutt antl M. gﬁ’mmh A
)sWer.on <«of the pm'peses,.,as(dq- |
y unde-

Aned. by m«apostle,;ef} oure and
sﬁd*ir 1 et uthe com&nen
and glzacmus Father: of-all-mankind:
In': their :cases; 'indeed, - every:' thi
nmtes tendmgi i$0 excite: SyIHp athy:
thé humalie beast; dnd feady as mst
‘when' ‘ability adxmts..
class of ’ »eople 'among ‘the, first be-
Levers in ‘ Jesus, 1o whom' pecuhar
attentions ‘of benevolence were shewn
by their Brethren ' these were indigent
widows. The obJects of this charity

are the same in kind ; and as in general .

we may’ rank them among serious and
sineere 'professors of the gospel, ‘they
stand -in' that”peculiar :md ‘endearing
relation to:us, ‘which is implied in the
title of~Christidn. They are members
~ with 'ourselves of that's iritual b
which Christis thé he e elnnn

- They .are: the' N scessitous Widows
aud Children' of ' Protestant Dissenting
Ministers. Is it ‘asked, what peculiar
‘claims for relief' they
count ? - Let :the ‘following statement
be duly considered. The Dissenters, as
a bady, it:‘is well known, are at con-
siderable expenses, by theu' voluntary
annual ‘‘¢ontributions, in supporting
the cause they haveyespoused Deem-
ing it, however, to be the cause of
Chnsman truth and liberty, and caﬂlmg
no man Master on earth, to whose
){I iritial decifions’ they are bound im-
gacltl to bow,  one being théir
aster, even Chnst » ‘they. act a con-
sistenit and con‘sclentmus art.” They
thirik it icukibent on' them,’ ‘readily
to sacriﬁce their worldl interest on
the altar of* integrity, of which some
of their ancestors set them a.noble
example. . Great, however 'das are their
necessary expenses in erectmg meet-
ing-houses, and maintaining théir ' re-
spectxve modés of worship, the salaries
of ' their ' ministers' do not in general
enablé thém' to" provide for their fa-
milies ; “on" their removal, therefore,
these, if' destitute of ‘any other source
of supply, must be léft in indi ent. Cir-
cutnstanc¢es. * Let 'thé @ peal'be’ agle
then to the dictates of the understand-
ing - and the pure feelings of ‘the héart,
whether they ‘have not ‘claims én: ‘t’he

D;x senters at. large, 9, aqllsl :to, the
other expenses, an ann DY lon
for i %PAWE of dzgéresgg@ ‘{»e&:, of

xR

Thiére was ohe |

od*i?of

have on that ac- -

. \‘i‘ék

volence oﬁ the: Pmtestant ]

witheut: which!+ the “nuet! snik*s'rﬁto
decay and.expire. - - Surely’this' will'not
be permitted. -"*The “ hand  6f “chigrity
will be ‘feadily' stretf:’hed Uut fo fhiefr
relief, prol:ectx‘m;Ii gn}gé perm: : eﬂt Slkp
geavén for_its, cfmu;gst blessings. , te
descend upon you,..ye friends +4Q.the
gd, Infirm, and ,Indigent . Minister,
g{; deatxtute V\fidow,, an 'the fatherless

. THOWE.
' | C'lapton -
- S1g, Deoember 3, 1§20

- WAS not a httle surpmsed to find

.:that your respectable corréspondent
(pp 642, 643) had thought it just and
proper to. rec¢ord: in the Montkly Re-
pository his censure-of my remarks,’
published, exclusivély, in the €Ckristian
Reformer, as having ¢ appeared”’ to
himself < and-many others »ﬁni'eé.son-
ably severe.” After tdlerauﬁg 'stch a

course of proceed g which! 3;0 u ‘will
not, I believe, "‘upor réconsi etfiﬁoh
think quite reFular, de end ;on your

tried 1mpa.rt1a ity ‘to allbw .me ‘the: fol-
lowing quotatian, ver&atzm, of the two
short letters which contain ;the . whole
subject . of - difference between your
res ectable corr espondent and‘myself,

(f will thus-give information- to ‘any
of your readers who may ‘not have seen
the Ckrz&tmn Iﬁqformer. VO

cep - 8 . '
rl Sy, ;J\\“

Lonthomiminethy hd »e
" St e
4
) ‘e

# [ have often hea.;:d tﬁe‘ ,gomp{amt >
that the Dissenters, a.re‘ ,l:,ke,,;a; gpqan |

sand, that they, have no commonibo {}d af

anion. Can. the re.H e,z.ﬁog\{e €754, batter

el e

in’ the, suppo HRERAYRIGY

8oclet§ 2 WX cl;, ﬂh ﬁﬂmmﬂ h

i ch wi,, ¥FES8e ?ﬁb LT T LYY
SHiRton 0% Al  ARORE

them, and :wmpmm haweligions sep-
!”thﬁ Q }W”m voE urnider o Tt A



w ihﬁ?; ﬁi“ tliouﬁﬁ
. obédiviee g’ ‘Bédn hete it
banlls; " Showld sléerations: !sake laée ‘i
the ddmtrimonial service, the obligation
will: still @est .on very high' authoﬁzy 'yt
astempts . may be made . to 1e.
When good .Parson Adams endea.;voured,
b., usmgﬁ& Paul’s wards,mmstmun his
‘wifé when l}gcommg ;-e;tme, Mrs- Adqms

116t being ¥ 0f sessed o

tiﬁéﬂ,, as the commm;giople sq,y, to ha
Him,” by saying i hemy. t6
fhote Scriptare out’of Church.’

A Tady
of ‘seperfor sende ‘when dispose disposed to rui‘é

evaded the atritt precept deﬂﬂﬁhg
she reterenced 'St. Paul*s comhiniand,
would obey her husband if he .
always, promise to do just as she desired.’
A “wifé 1mMore conversant in modern pub-
lications, when-tire ‘Scripture doctnne of .
obedlen was yrged, replied, ¢ The pas-
ght not be properly translated.’
d by a learhed friend that it was
:accumue, hker reply was, ¢ S8t. Paul
M zould ot be inapired when he wrote

{208
R JOSEPH CORNISH ”
R " bt
, “ w New Tmmlcuhm&
“ | “¢ Clapton,
- “ﬁt . July 1, 1B20.

b ¥When L observed, among the cofi-
pnis  of . your: last nnmber ‘an -arficle
' be used in su esﬁnq
Ni ¢w 'l‘ransla’t;on n the Sacred Wntm
I hatutally exp ec ed, from the general
conduetr of the Christian Refoymer, that
a quéstion of serious importance would
ha&e beeh treated in a becoming marmer.
With wo small surprise and regret I
foand the ‘'subject introduced in a ludi-
orous connexion, as if some ¢%Yord of
the creation’ had desigmed, with the ase
sistance of ¢- good Parson Adams,” to di-
vert a very few of your readers, if, indeed,
any of them can-relish such amusement,
at the expense of Christian wives.

Z?Zx’ﬁ&?ﬁ“ﬁ&%“f”‘"“‘"’” .
"I‘heﬂ I |
ek & B sai&fzk g&' idam iblicatlo

i‘fﬁ '
Uit Ahdhe ’ Thadd Q8- hin to
o ‘, ua "%liht *&1% ' W@, ,‘hi

t 3
tmnmmmy%mmw a W
trine, or, without any -aif ‘of duthofity,

Mr. Fredmean on. ﬂ& Brocirhie queceuity

a. de gused.in supgrsting ) New o SHustratibn of His
%m { P> n‘!lt’r-m ﬁm,; th &CM %m&y

ért, br

foktnsgel’ 40 -his ﬁstﬁh
drethren 3 thaty - hader-these aiferetit
cm:ﬁmstaums; milaterdy ¥ hie: wrsté is
y; 49, -be  vegariled:;as sthe: dnfallible

te. of ; divine . inspivatibn, : Setling

e what i the msm mmmm

ude the ch,are
it | cﬁpgv%g?e,;g, t,l;us, na: ;s xhe
importiint

stirden'ts of” %he Sci ptui“es .ma mamiam,
with equal’ sineéﬁty, *ve‘iy B 'ﬁ%‘ré’nt Opx-

nioas.
< “.J. 'l‘ RUTT. "
JTams if these “ mka” heve
been deemed by serioms and lm,partml

readers ‘‘ umreasopebly severe,”
mere than. sthe deeasion »mquﬂ'eds ?P“*"
qu the. quesmn agt0;the

\ p-on, guis.sed. guid. Yet.I froely
onfess, that my letter -Wwasé no sooner

pmpte@ than 1. mgﬂm& that it had not
contained: an acknewlée f the
respect which I.jistly: bear to the ex-
emplary .Christian. ch er of Mr.

rnish, one pf the last; persons. whom
1 should expect to allow hinmelf in the
indulgence ; of levity, theugh but for a
moment, upan a serious ect. . .

| : J . B’??RUTT
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adﬂéndum ;pum'q&
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point ,!)y me ’he most orn;

th otyec,tlpus nsua
inst fhxa, c

6bnox1 us of
be deein a g‘l“omous dog
amidst “t corr,‘ ;cal

tressing ah;leﬁes hk v
scene, whe é ‘hyman v,;ew 18
i mscﬁbed er::l m,(go n
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gza‘:msn&ﬁfrsmf r&h@ gDmne paes

k amd
mﬂm,r Mr. Go
lu: s A8-net iyag. with

or B@I ‘m& a5 1 %’
mentum. . adh t thtm h
sioh, yet, Wl&h ﬁvﬂ:yn one: who admm
hat. ﬂl&Blbl@i CONLAINR & regttlar;train
ang ehich, .ﬁwe been fulfilled
slallaw fulfiling;: the argiinent
may haveits fqree. . H aanauyevent
be pradlqted, that it ‘WH assuredly
come to :pass, uynless that-event - he
certuin 2. But if any evepd be cevtain,
it must be neeessary ; there must.bea
connected chain, perhaps rather a
tem, of causes, aqd eﬁ‘ects which
that event fixed and sure a,mldsﬁ the
cirele of poseibilities that would prer
sent itself to. the mind that discerns
not, :the secret., - actw::s and
reactions contipua opmt
the wholc of that system.
avent. s, eextein, aud yet to
contend that: it is not pecessary, must
be a mere lqiqmauhy. Fhe disputant

must be alarmed a$ the eonse-
gﬁm which he fgars will be drawn
m the use:of the term mecessity, and
must suppose that, by adopting. th
softer one certainty, he, pvec hades nnﬁ_
such deductmas from his
an intelligent being pereeives that any
event will certeinly take place, he per-
ceives the whole tram and circle of
canges and, effects, . the operation of
w}nch 1the certainty of thut. event
er %; neecssary thut it .and
ther, .ahoudd taka plade in
tign of eircwmipatances.
¥ rertainty, this mecessity,
can . render ay evemt, evem.such .as
depends on. fhe free-whll of mﬁelhgent
agents, predictablé? -
But it is not the understandmg wlnch
reJects the doctrine. Thg force of the
ts which establish this is ac-
dged. But 'the feelings ——feel-
ings which, perbaps.arise frpm precon-
ceived notions, and from the Aong
eytphlished . mg:w,m@ y f; sam , /an

- 8 .
» L

l; mtmg he aubseet phﬂamm ’

- . avent, that i !3; ﬁle

Yﬂ%‘ﬂfﬂ relehrats
mspendgn&a Cojgan - gepliesy:
mﬁhcﬁtanappeﬂ:mm. RSTIERS|We
miay | prononnoe; that s vm:\ gifie
st hinvie adgﬁn&aieansq i Doy ehitise
and effect. are correlasive/ témme:; And
if it be Q&&Jvmd that the: latter:cvéns ig
an. effect;. that W na;éoubt}nhm
do not . dhey Wha oontend’ fcmﬂmm&fa
determining power of the will;: main.
thin, im faal, howeper they ardaysrejbet
it,ia8: a distinet: p asitinn, thatian
n: and' comse-
quent action of man, may. take. plaee
witheut a cause ¥ ' Is’#f not some con-
fused persuasiorn that such is .tlig fact
which leads them to maintain the
notion of 8 gelf-determining : power?
What but this. can .they mean in’ dei
claring that  the 'will may  aet from
itsglf, . without : motives, ~and. 'even in
oppeosition: to:all the motives ' that are
presented to,;or . that lie before it? . ¥
weonld,. themfnre, te. accorhmedate the
propaosition te the notions which'seem
to. ipfluence the j§ dgments of guch,
gcrt’pose I:.tofruther A . Azﬁollnudng
Or two comtmgencws
of whieh implies &' énmmletmnror
previous natural impossi , thée ‘one
takes place.dnd not the ‘ot m' theré
rhust_have been. somethmk whiochi e
termined that it, and not' thie other]
shﬂuld take plece. This, inithe case
of willing or Bob: willing: to: do. s-thing,

of | ing one.of £wo: things and not
m;z, m mmvwns» ngtural

im ossxbxhty 'or co htrpdiction: was ' iny-
volved, . there. must ~have: beens sbine-
thing whmh determined ; the: i niind 1 1o
c‘haeae the one' and-mot the other, or
glse .the mind must Have hagm*detw-
mined without » determinhtyon  ‘the
infellectual faculty m\ﬁétf Bam ,»mwd |

without gg:ﬁlk enm;;;. it
4 CHON, WXSHD
ﬂmﬂﬂ c%% il ,'am,
i pwefl a,‘,.;m«:twmm
Mﬂlﬂlwﬁmm TIRINIARIENTLL wm

_If the matter: be mfcnqlm ‘consci-




.......

‘oustiédsjq what is: it :¢hht we are’ cm\-
séiouk of¥ Does: any ore -féel dongeious
that*hé!can prefer-one of ) two vﬁmigs
thab appear to him éxactly alike, be-
tween:which’ hespannvt "percéive the
minutest: -difference ?:+Isi notothis: the
very circumstanee! whicle i brings:: thé
mmdn t0: a- stand,wandr«makes' mt’”hes»
tate -in: its choice ?: It vcannot ' deter-

mine, - it;. knows’: not:Hhoew to” chdose;

because -it:perceives . sothing + which
may: ‘give the preponderance. ‘It may
continue . hesitating some: timej all: the
~while striving to - scovverva dlﬁ‘erénce,
that that:difference/ may ‘give the’ pre-
ponderance  to . the..one!-or the ‘other.
And if it wére a miatter in which it was
not called upon: to decide, no determi-
nation.would ‘be made::: But in "a case
in . which it must :decide, the mind
catches hold of any mréumstance R
will: at one time take that object whick
18 neareést, at another:time ‘that which
is farthest off, merely blecause ‘the one
idea -or the ‘other® occurs - first to the
thought. = Just as 1.-have heard of
persons.. settmg out to take ‘a ‘walk;
undetermined which way to go, deade
by holding. a stick or’cane upright on
the. ground, and.iwhich’ ever: way the
stick fell, pursuing that direction.. But
does not every: .case: of this kind i
the’ véry fact for ‘which -the N ecessxtw-
rian contends,;—that without a motive,
without a reference, without somé;
thing ‘to determiné ‘the - choice,: ng
choice can bé made? . In referring the
matter , to conscxousness it appears
absolntely necessary that. the mind
should stand . entirely free from every
bias, and at the same time should so
firmly :and distinctly reflect and recol-
lect each step of its progress from the
proposition, through the various stages
of  hesitation and volition to action, as
to know assuredly the whole ath it
has passed, and perceive clearly each
pace it has stepped.

Many, from the very evanescent na-
ture of the operations -of volitions, and
from having never inured their minds
to reflect, to look 'baék'and  attend

.minutely to what has passed within,
can give hardly any’ account of what
led to their volitions. - Not recollecting

any. thing of the inind’s rogress, no
wonder they should say A tl‘:ey willed it,
becanse ..they.'willed "it. They felt-u-

they.aere coansmousxof-— what ? -\ That
they chose without making a thioide'?
That they preferred without perceﬁ&'mg

‘recollection. -

My Frébrianor shs* Dodirine of Nécésstly,

any différéncé ? - ‘N idne’ il %mt* iy
that. It only amounts to_this : ‘the
‘Tmpission’ FWﬁi’"’é()i*«fl'!fﬁ"ﬁéscént'ié'éﬁm; it
uanﬁuﬁberreédﬂ&ﬁe&f A this %%eﬁus
to'be fconfirmetl by .' thé i
thafs»sn%eémﬁ in¥

Here
the matte”wi‘sisoet fiflifip (&é‘ toﬁn ilxzrd
deliberation;  or w‘%re Any" ﬂnn
hurry> offsp‘iﬂts ‘odcakibns bonféfs: i of
ﬂmught ‘even the 'miote réflécting' feel
themselves as unable*to Té(:ﬁll the rea-
sons:: of 'their -deterfiinations'as  do
others ; while' they niay’ acknowlédge,
at the: same’ time;’ tﬁeyf Know they had
a 'reasoh, though'they ‘cannot ' now
recollect what it Wiés‘ HTn more 1mpor-
tant concerns; when the miiid-deter-
mines calmly; dellberately after Weigh-
inig the arguments oty edch Side;, to tlie
refleeting the reazons: of ‘their de’mémn
are apparent ;: and iiisuck cases they
‘be: partlally, rat!least; if not alto-
gether 0, even to' ‘the less thoughtful.
Lhymg these facts: tégether that- in
proportion as we- are’ more’ inured to
reflection on what pafsses“ ‘Within us--
as ‘we determine more’ coolly, calmly;
dispassionately, with'’a''mére ‘niéat fy
exact reéollectmn of 'thie whole' priécess
of the mind, 'we' discover: ‘that ¢ Vbﬁ-
tions are decided' by métives, and’ thi
the far larger: part 6f our@o}itmﬁs ah
thoughts 'are’ éxwedmgly‘ ‘évanescent]
s~what’ redson can! be_given’ i why' We
should’ conclude, tlExéztL in‘the 'latter’ case

we are.’guided- b ! ’sélfdétéﬁniﬁiﬁg
power! of the will} ; thoufh in’ the ‘othér

ses-‘we are plainly “deterthined’ by
motives 2 © -We " caniiot bé ‘said - to b{
conscious of that of Which we ‘Have’ no
In the %&’aﬁ& den't ¢ases,
then,»we cannot ' say that we are con-
scious' of acting by & sélfdétermining
power. ‘We are cornscious'"only that
we. have forg‘ot‘ten the Yeagons -which
determined us. pFopoftion as We
ascend in the scale df distinct,” vivid
recollectmn and éalim déﬁbérahon we
perceive more clearly, we becorné more
and more conscious; of the influénce of
motives.” Every argument frofi' ana-
logy then would lead ‘us ‘to coﬂélude
that motives: musl: be the swayiijg power
in all cases,'whi¢h' cdnsczous’ﬂ §s'in-
forms' us is! 80 in thb ‘MhOre’ d?stihct

f,,

Ones ¢ o e eyl
. We said hkewxse'” t the ih ‘of
him who 'is to’ dedi @ he’ ’f@él

conscious‘of artitg-by’ ﬁ“”s&élf-ﬁbf
ing :power, shoiild be free’ ﬁ‘é‘?ﬁ”‘éve“y



Myr. Fraemen an the Doctiine -f'-,sza‘éem'.:y.

hi&gne . HGﬁ \ .
;har 0{3 'm '
that He; zfelidmn&alﬂ am elbd to: dwthe
exime of: svhidh he: sttmd charged, ' by
some v wh: pawer: that he: could
JRotaccount for; that somethingseemed
9 whmperm thima that he. must pro-
ceed, and , himh;on to the atrocious
deed !. Onwhe; osber thand, msny an
-one, .on: his  attention bemg first- at-
tracted.to this subject,-bas stated cases
and supposed:. himself..to be acting
withonut momres, ox bonttary to  the
strengest, motives, not:pérceiving that
-all the while his:mind was under a bias,
and that he was influenced to decide as
hedid by the wish to adducean argument
against the doatrine to which his old pre-
possessions were repugnant ;—that this
at the time. became in his mind the
strongest motive. Whatare weto under-
stand by the declarations of the wretched
eulprxt in the former case, but that
great was the strength of the motive,
urgent was the impelling . influence,
arising fromn the bad passions under
which he laboured, and by which he
was enslaved ? The strength of these
blinded his. mind and indisposed him
to, yea, urged him from, any thmg like
that calm reflection which would have
recalled him to better motives and
prevented the crime. These formed
the eyil gpirit, the extraneous devil, to
whose auggestion he would now, when
brought. te "a- more sedate state of
mmd, attribute the erime, of which he
would fain seem incapable had he not
been thys acted upon by a foreign
power, by a malignant foe, whose
might he would readily suppose he had
.not the ability, even if he had the will,
to resist. In the one of these cases
the party contends he had.no power at
all, much less a self-determining power,
l); , that he was actuated contrary to
is will by another power ; in the other,
that he was entirely governed by this
self-dﬁtermmmg power, and that in
oppasition to.the motives presented to
his mind. The unbiassed, impartial
ohserver can in the mean time perceive
that hath the one and the other were

all the while.acting under the influence

of motives, and were determined by
that motive which, in the givén circum-
stances, was, at the moment of geci-
sion, the mast, nrgent.

J3uE We Hre ﬁol -that the conscience,
thas; thmﬁeehﬁm. which. are. part.of our
toge, tell us that we deserve

very . Bg
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an €

scienices of men..vary?
accuse or excuse what othe¥s. wil emi«-
demn.
‘human society, the progressive

| v1duals.

do. we not spe&k Gﬁ a'P“m f " e
nlightened conscience;. & temde

conscience, & Hardened conscienice; &p. ;

What can this: imply- bnt that the con

Samenﬁ

Look to the. several stag

of cwﬁlzamon, the influence of Christi-
anity on either bodies of men or indi-
Do we not find the con-
science varving in . its dictates in
proportion to the influence of these
several causes ? The consclence of
one tells him that sue patria is every
thing ; that all must be sacrificed to
it ; that to rob, plunder, pillage, de-
stro¥ what belongs to another countx;ly
Il right and honourable ; but to do
50 to your own country- is flagitious.
The conscience of the bandit tells him
that all is honourable, noble, great, and
that in proportion to the ifficulties
and dangers he surm ounts, by which
he acquires wealth, glory and distinc-
tion. The conscience of the Arab,
wa.ndermg over his deserts, tells him
he is bound by all laws,- human and
divine, to protect the stranger who
puts himself under his protection, and
seeks a shelter in his tent, but that the
hour he leaves him, he becomes a
lawful prey. What was the conseienge
of the followers of Odin, whose delight
and glory was in their feasti
battle, to drink the blood, and that out
of the skulls of their enemies?

But our feelings in even this .enlight-
ened day, and in this enlightened part
of the world, tell us that we deserve
this distinet, this vindictive punish-
ment. Since we have seen that the
consciences of men vary so much, it
may be very justly asked, how did 'we
acquire these feelings? Are not all
our feelings derived from the law of
association? Are they not all formed,
regulated, varied, by the customs- Qf
the country in which we are born, the
manners of the age -in which we hv&
the prmclplea and practices -of thie

in which we are .brow;
and t habits of thought and s
which we ourselves contract?
the ill-informed, ,t;lie ignére
_cutor, guided b 2
‘in persecuting

. W!mmgshe

ey
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-heretics, believing that he is doing God
sérviece, and benefiting the souls of
those. whose badies he is mangling and
consuming. . Hence. the. Indian  has
laughed at his. tormentor in the midst
of his agonies and sufferings, and chided
him with the want of skill in his art.
Hence the martyr, bound to the stake,
from the midst of. faggots. and flames
has exultéd in his sufferings, encou-
raged his fellows, and praised his God.
In the same manner our feelings are
formed with respect to vindictive pu-
nishment. We are born and brought
up under terrestrial parents, fathers of
our flesh, who for a time chastened us,
not entirely like our Father in heaven,
the Father of spirits, for our profit,
but for their pleasure. We are edn-
«cated under the influence of the laws
of our country. These in all countries,
with respect to the penal part, too
much partake of a vindictive quality.
They proceed upon the principle of
terror, rather than on that of reforma-
tion. It is not till mankind become
more enlightened, till they have better
understood the nature of the human
mind, that the latter principle is acted
upon in the regulation of private fami-
lies, or in enacting the laws of the state
which shall protect the worthy and
shall correct or punish the delinquent.
Most countries and most families have

been more or less under the dominion

and regulation of arbitrary governors,
tyrannical rulers, and oppressive chiefs,
who, in the punishments they inflicted,
consulted more, were influenced rather
by, their vindictive feelings than by the
consideration of what would most con-
duce to the general benefit. Especially
- was this the case in ages past, when
the nature of the human mind and the
effects of sanguinary statutes or of
penal codes was little regarded. Ven-
-geance was wreaked on the poor wretch
who had offended his sovereign, in the
same manner as passion dictates the
.punishment that shall be inflicted on
the offending child of the ignorant
arents of the Fr’esent day in the un-
mstructed or ill-informed classes of
.society. And to justify all this, the
.ill desert of the culprit was enlarged,
.emblazoned, set forth in the most
wvivid colours; and all. that passion
dictates, all that vengeance decrees, is
represented as being only condign
.punishment; as nothing more than the
.affender had. deserved. And. even in

Mr. Freeman on the Doctrine of Necessity.

those cases in; which benefit was really
intended by. the. governors, were not
their minds. tgo much :guided by the
influence of the: :{precedixi%? . sanguinary
customs, manners and laws? They
were not yet sufficiently enlightened,
society hatf' not yet attained that degree
of intelligence which would lead them
to distinguish between correction, set-
ting right or reformation, and condign
punishment or vindictive infliction.
Are not many of the still existing
penal laws in all countries, residues of
the former barbarous state of society
‘when vengeance was -the order of the
day ? . I |

Living, then,*as we do, in a state of
society that has derived several of its
institutions, many of 'its customs,
principles and manners .from such’ a
preceding state of things—in a state of
society in which, from the imperfec-
tions of our nature and conditiop,
sowething like vengeance may be ne-
cessary to restrain the violent, is it to
be wondered at that the idea of vindie-
tive punishment should be so connected
with all that we deem ill-desert, vice or
sin? 'These are the habitual associa-
tions which we form in our minds from
our infancy, throughout our ehildhood,
and even in our manhood. From such
associations arise our feelings. These
feelings lead us to judge that venge-
ance, direct, absolute punishment,
abstracted from the consequence of
actions, is fit, is right, is necessary for
the well-being of the whole ; and "that
therefore it must, it ought to take
place under the superintendence of the
Great Supreme. Now suppose any
‘human. government to have instituted
such a code of penal laws as would
render it the plain, undisputed interest
.of every member of the country to obey
those laws, and that every one felt that
by disregarding and breaking those
laws, he entailed on himself misery,
wretchedness and woe, as the natural
consequenee of. his actions, from which
he found that he could-not escape but
b?, altering. his:eonduct; and' that that
-alteration: weuld: quiekly change. his
condition from wretchedness. to happi-
ness,—should. we "not. admire such a
-code as the perfeefion -of wisdom¥*Do

- we not, inufuct, adniire any-penal ‘law

in proportion as: it : approximites to
such a standard, and condemn it as it
recedes from.it'? - May wk not): then,
Test satisfied: in, such o governnient
I TRV AT T U
\



,' ' The National Clergy.

" under ‘the 'Great: Supreme? ' And can

that ‘be -any'iencouragement to folly,

vice and ‘sin ‘which assures us, that 'in
pioportion to ‘the' delinquency will be
the suffering? But I have trespassed
tooloeng. . - .- -'
T STEPHEN FREEMAN.,

P - Norwich, Dec. 5, 1820.
“ For the priest’s lips should keep know-
~ ‘ledge, and they should seek the law at
-~ his mouth. But ye are departed out
. of ‘the way, ye have'caused many to
<~ stumble : therefore have 1 made you
. -contemptible and base before all the
. people, according as ye have not kept
. my ways.”—NMalachi vii. 7—9. -
- Sir, | -
J CANNOT help thinking that your
. Correspondent Philalethes [pp. 657
—-662] has been rather unfortunate in
the time he has chosen to attempt a
vindication of the Established clergy.
In all periods of our history their con-
duct has justly-demanded the censure
of the impartial historian.  They have
always been more anxious to curtail
the liberties of the people than solicit-
ous to preserve them. Instead of pro-
pagating generous notions of freedom,
they have constantly endeavoured to
imnstil into the minds of men the most
slavish maxims, and taught lessons of
the most blind and abject submission.
This, at least, is my impression from
reading the history of the Church of
England. IfI am wrong, your Corre-
spondent will be kind enough to point
me out the instances in which the
clergy, as a body, have stood forth the
champions of civil and religious liberty,
in which they have been the patrons of
any attempt to check superstition and
bigotry, or the authors of ‘any plan for
romoting that liberal spirit of which
ﬁe is so zealous an ‘advocate. When
he can shew that such has been their
conduct, I will readily retract any
thing I may have said to their dispa-
ragement, and join in those praises
which he seems to think so justly their
due. But the conduct of the clergy

on a recent. occasion has not been

much caleculated to alter my opinion of
them. Take, for instance, that of the
bishops in the House of Lords, and
we find one of them applying the con-
stitutional maxim that ‘* the King can
do ng wrong™ to his private and do-
mestic . character! . Is. this igporance
or . hypocrisy?. .Another employs his
learning in franslating the mogt filthy

expressions of otie of “those’ wrbte
witnésses whe, to'the> eteriil! diig
of - thie "dorintry; " were Mpériniitied
vomit> out - sukh'a- tissiré ‘of dalscivod,
fraud aird impiéty, ds thie aritidls of no
period- can parallel.’ Lok rat their
explanations and expositions of :Matt.
v. 32, and tell me i¥ any thing which
it is in the power of “man’ to" say’ of
them could more' éffectually < Hold
them up to contempt”? ~ fiook atthe
speeéch of another, relative to the di-
vorce clause in the infamous Bill of
Pains and Penalties, and see him after-
wards sneaking out of the House when
he  ought "to have given his vote.
Lastly, remark the conduct of Bishop
Van Mildert in throwing every obstacle
in the way of Her Majesty’s returning
her public thanks to God for hersignal
and happy deliverance, and preventing
a clergyman of high rank, of noble
family, and of unblemished character,
from officiating on that occasidh. And
such is a fair sample of the general
conduct of the clergy of the Church of
England. -
~ ¢¢ The sacred function in such hands
~is made— = |
Sad sacrilege—no
trade.” |
To cclebrate the progress of mur-
der, rapine and bloodshed, their pulpits
were always' open.. When tens of
thousands of their felloiv-creatures
were weltering unburied on the plain
of slaughter, they could raise the notes
of triumph and exultation-—they could
pray, preach, address, dine, shout, and
exhibit every expression of joy; but
the peaceful triuniph of innocence, the
vindication of a persec¢uted and op-
pressed female, could find no claim for’
their sympathy: while the whole na-
tion was thrilling with honést exulta-
tion, they could stand by, the sullen
and mortified spectators of the tri-
umph, or if they moved, it was to
interpese some pitiful obstacle to re-
joicing. - |
Your Correspondent is offended at
the language which I have used in
reference to these men ; I will: there-
fore now content myself with qu('}t'mg
the words of our Saviour as applie
to certain characters:in his time) and
leave your readers to discoverif there
be no class of persons to: whom ‘they
are most completely applicable at the
present moment:- v . - o -
- ¢ Beware’ of’ false jprophets;, which
come to you ip sheep’s clothing, bug

function, but a
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inwardly they are ravening wolves.
Ye .Bb&:r know them by their fruits.””
"« hey hind heavy burdens -and
grievous to be borne, and lay themn on
men’s shoulders ; but they themselves
will not move them with one of their
fingess.” . L
% They shut up the kingdom of hea-
ven against men.”
“« Woe upto you, for ye devour
widows’ houses, and for a pretence
make long prayers.—Woe umnto you,
wheo make clean the outside of the cu})
and of the platter, but within are. full
of extortion and excess.—Waoe unto
you, for ye have taken away the key -of
knowledge : ye enter not in yourselves,
and them that were entering In ye
hindered.” . ‘
“ Many well-intentioned men,” I

have ne doubt, will say of the National
Church, ¢ Esto perpetuq ;’’ but how
any Dissenter from principle can join
in a prayer for the })erpetuity of any
established church, I do net under-
stand. The principles of Dissent, if 1
can understand them, are opposed to
all establishments, to all unholy alli-
ances of Church and State, to all
ereeds, articles and forms of church
government which rely for support
and protection upon acts of Parlia-
ment. I will join as readily as any
one in admiration of the virtues and
talents of ‘° some eminent prelates.”
1 shall always regard it an honour and
a happiness to have known the vene~
rable and truly Christian Bishop of this
diocese ; but, to the everlasting dis-
grace of his brethrem, those very qua-
hities for which he ought to be most

admired. and - valued, .render him an
 object of their abuse. A time-serving,
fawning, bigoted, persecuting, igno-
rant prelate, they weould laud to the
skies, whereas the life and character of
. Dr. Bathurst is a perpetual and stand-
ing reproach to them. But from the
conduct of this excellent man, are we
therefore to infer the beneficial effects
of an estgblishment? Most certainly
not. 'The conduet of the bench, both
now and at all times, §s quite sufficient
to shew how widely different is the
Church of England from the Church
of Chriat, and how unlike are the
mitred and courtly prelates of the
present day from the bishops we read
of in the Epistles.

'Thére are many parts of your Cor-
respondent’s letter which miglit ‘be
eedlly enough answered, were it worth

-

Gleaningd.

while; He ealls-upon- us to refrain:

from” attacking Ashanasianism or Tran<

substantiation,: -because, ¢ if left-to
their fate, they weuld soon be forgot
ten.”” It is a pity he did net live -in
the time of the Reformation, when, if
his advice had heen followed, we should
now very quietly.have conténted our-
selyes with believing bLéth the one and
the other of these harmless afpepdages
to Christianity. Laither and Cranmer
and Wickliffe would bave spared them-
selves their useless and foolish labours,
and even Paul, had Philalethhes been

" at his elbow when writing his Epistles,

would have saved himself the trouble,
since ‘¢ the effeet: of controversy is but
to increase the irritation and strengtlien
the prejudices of the contending par-
ties.” But I know that to refute such
positions as these is but ‘to waste the

time of your readers; I conelude,
therefore, by subscribing myself,
A NONCONFORMIST.
——R—— '

GLEANINGS ; OR, SELECTIONS AND
REFLECTIONS MADE IN A COVRSE
OF GENERAL READING. '

. No. CCCLXXI1IIL. .

Metaphors and. Similitedes taking the

place of Reasons.

This bas been often exemplified in the
history of nations. The defence of the
war against the Fremch Revolution was,
that when your neighbour’s house is on
fire, you must put out the flames to save
your own dwelling from being burned.

Cardinal Wolsey, with like ingenuity,
contrived to embroil Henry VIII. in the
contest between the Emperor and the
King of France (A. D. 1528). Sir Thomas
More, who was one of the Council, tells
us, that when the others advised the King
to remain at peace, and leave Charles
and Francis to quarrel by themselves, the.
Cardinal always repeated a fable of cer-
tain wise men who foresaw that a great
rain was coming which would make fools
of all whom it should fall upon, and to
escape it, hid themselves under ground ;
but when they came out, they found the
fools so numerous, that instead of go-
verning them, they were forced to submit
to be governed by them. Whence he
inferred, that if the English sate still
while the fools fought, the fonls would at
last unite and fall upon them, < I will
not dispute,” he adds, ‘ upon his grace’s
counsayle, and I tryste we never made
warre but as reason woulde. RBut yet

thig fable for hys parte dydde in hys dayes
nelp “the Kiag U the, s o, spend
manye 3 faire pejive. - “But'th 9*" care I8
piiscd, and hys ‘Is gope’ burford¢
ASHOY1E ik soble.n 1 - i¢ M A Lo
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' OBITUARY.

At 8¢, Helena, ANNE, wife of‘ the Rav. ¢ Em&m\lgck&iman of: that,

James CHATER, one of the missionaries

at Ceylon, and sister of Mrs. Sketchley -

of Liverpook. Mrs. Chater was possessed
of talent and much sensxhﬂity, and bher
attention having been directed early in,
life to the religious state of the Heathen
world, by the powetful preaching and
conversation of her i cle, the late Rev.
Johri Thomas, founder of the Buptist.

Mission to the East, (see the Bapn

Periodical Accounts,”) shé married in
1806 with the express design of becoming
personally useful to that Mission, but a
fast-increasing family, and a climate de-
structive to her health and consmunon,
caused her some disappointment as it
regarded the primary object of her volun-
tary exile; a disappointment of .which
she speaks in the most pathetic language
in some of her private letters, In 1815,
she suffered the loss of her two elder
soms, on their passage to this country for
education, in the Arniston sloop of war,
which was wrecked on the coast of Africa,
~and in which perished at the same time
Lord  and Lady Molesworth, who had
taken the children under their protection
during the passage. From that period Mrs.
Chater’s health became so much impaired
as to destroy her public usefulness, and
oblige her to relinquish a school which
she had till. then conducted in Columbo
for the benefit of the Missionary funds.
In March last, having already borne ten

children in India, and being again in a

state of pregnancy, her physicians recom-
mended her return for one year ta her
native land, assuring her that they be-
lieved two months at sea would restore
her to her original health. The embark-
ation of herself and seven children, leav-
ing her husband at Columbo on account
of his Missionary engagements, was the
last important eflort of her firra and cou-
rageous. mind. On their ‘arrival "at, St.
Helena, being in a state of such extreme
debility as to make it necessary to the
saving of her life that she should land
and await there her delivery, she did so,
retaining her two younger children, in-
fants of one and three years, with' her,
while hér five elder ones were separated
from her to proceed, under the care) of
the captain, to Bogland. - On the 18thi.of
May, four days after their departure, she
was deliv‘ered of female' twins, and heb
constitution beiug now in a stateiof xapid
exhaustion, she expired on. .the Sth’ of
‘June, lsaving: an interestimg family -of
© nine ahildmn ‘the. eldest of' whom ja 'bud
just turmed of hine oam4 ‘The .four in-

fants at 8t. Helena wem instaml aften

het . death tajten under: q\ipmcﬁng

¢are of the Rev. J. B. Vernon, oﬂiciating

asdly

attention to Mrs. Chater -during her.last.

sufferings, and subsequently to. her» .chil-

6

dren, and his Christi;
instances of persona
entitle him l;txgs the: mxm
of every Chri cemxglm
tive Tand. The amily  of -

owe him thé ‘most un’bé’und’e& g'ram,ude,

ring abroad,
and 4dmn-atxon“

plwe, whﬁu-

—_—

€O duct in other,

and ‘while" they record'his mdihe andhis

deeds in the:
they believe them: to be already written
in heaven. -Although: Mrs. Ehat;er died
in eircumstances:- of.almost wiparalleled
trial, in a land of strangers, and' severed
from every earthly: friend;. her lamenting
relatives . have::consolation. in' beHeving,
that as she lived in the: fear and the’ Sek
vice of God, she died in the exercise’ of
that faith whlch realizing the Divine
presence, makes: the chamber of d;eath’,
‘“ the gate of heavén,* " UoE
—w_‘ HIS

Sept. 6, at Bzilmgs]mrst, Susse.z', the
Rev. THOMAS LETTER TAYLOR, lmmster
of the Unitarian Baptist congregatmn’ of
apoplexy, in the midst of his career of
Christian daty and increasing usefulness,,
at the early age of 26 years, - leaving a
widow, " with two infamt children, and
the prospect of a third, without any
means of support. Mrs. Taylor has for
some time beeén in a very weak state of
health, which, united with her present
situation, will render,j jt ;mposmble for her

to use persopal exertion for. the sup ,‘rt |

of herself and chxldren. for a conSiﬂ_“ Ble
time to come. B

““ The Society at B‘illi‘n l}urst are)
desirous’ of raising a, fuftid by snpacnpho‘x,,‘
sufficient to pmvxdef necepsages and
few comforts for'.the: bexqa,vg’,d " tyide
during the trying scene imnjedia
fore her; and, they have alrgady ﬁ‘p
into a subscmyuon f@g this n&y
utmost of their ty, f
selves called on to make an appsal o thg
benevolepcekof mdm,duah- and congrega-
tions for aid, in this case of pecqh
distress.”

Any cqntri'butmu tl'at

Rev oon,

or tpmMr. Y
ﬂ ) I
li WﬁDé’Yaconlgﬁ élfq

purposes above-g‘tmgw

perishing memorials of edrth
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RELIGIOUS.

Re—opemng of the Presbyterian Meet-
mg—House, FEvesham. |

" ON the 10th instant was re-opened the
PLesbyterlan Meeting-House at Evesham,
Wor cestershlre, after being shut up: for
two months, in order to add a gallery,
and to alter and improve the whole of
the interior. ‘The minister, Mr. Davis,
preached on the occasion to a full con-
gregation, on the Nature and Importance
of Public: Worship. The expense of the
alterations and improvements was very
considerable, as the seats are made to
rise gradually on an inclined floor, (which
is a great advantage,) but justice and gra-
titude require it to be recorded, that the
whole was generously paid by one indi-
vidual. May such liberality become more
common !

The Rev. Paul Cardale preached his
seven sermons, published under the title
of “ The Gospel Sanctuary,” upon the
first opening of the place in 1740.
~ December 14, 1820. |

Pastm al Jubilee.—A beautxful piece of
sculpture has been erected in St. John’s
Church, . Manchéster, to commemorate
the 50th year of the incumbency, [not
surely the “incumbrancy,” as the Monthly
Magazine reports!] of the Rev. JoHN
CrLowEgs, M. A., the present Rector. It
cousists of a tablet of white marble, con-
t;axmug ten ﬁgures in basso relievo, admi -
rably executed by Mr. Flaxman, and is
placed over the Rector’s seat. The vene-
rable Réetdr is represented in the act of
instructing a most interesting groupe of
children, who are accompanied by their
parents’ and grandsire, to signify the
. three generations who have attended
M¥. Clowes’ ministry. Behind the rector
stands a guardian angel; bearing.a palm-
branch, expressive of the Divine protec-
tion. . Such a mémorial 'as this, is, per-
haps, without a ardllel. - Mr. Clowes is
the principal writer, df ﬂhe present day,

on beh.nf of the .dot:tnnesl df ‘Sweden- . ¢

borgh. c
— .
Myr. PiLLANS, 'Recto of phe High

Sthool, has beexi appoi ted Professor of

Hhmam in the U iversity'of Eslinbm h.
' aglstrates and Co\mcil of Edm-»
burg h (that is, a mwbmy of them,) on

| -the 19th of July, appointed JouN Wi~
soN, Esq., advocate_, to be Proféssor of

T n AR gy

et

Moral Phnlosophv, in the Umversuy of
Edinburgh. This appointment was ve-
hemently resisted, and has occasioned
great dlssatlsfactmn in Scotland.
q-*-

- Dr. Linpsay will preach his Annual
Sermon .to young people at Monkwell.
Street, on Sunday evening, January 6,
1821, ‘when a collection will be made on
behalf of the Society for the Relief of
Aged and Infirm Protestant Dissenting
MMinisters.

et —
Ecclesiastical Pramotions.

The Rev. JouNn MOORE, M. A., to the
Archdeaconry of Exeter, void by the
translation of George, Bishop of Exeter,
to the See of Lincoln; and the Rev.
James Woob, D.D., to be Dean of Ely,

‘void by the death of Dr. Pearce.

e e
LITERARY.

WE have unfeigned pleasure in being
able to annonnce that Mr.JoHN BomeG,
of Hackney, has in the press a volume of
Translations from the Russian, with pre-
liminary remarks on the language and
poetical literature of Russia. This is
quite a new field of literature, and mno
one is better qualified than this gentle- .
man to labour in it with success. His
many valuable contributions to this work,
in both prose and poetry, will have pre-
pared our readers to ' welcome with
eagerness every production of his pén.

—-*—-—
Law Proceedings.
CASE OF Mr. TWIGHT.
(From the Traveller.)

SUFFOLK COUNTY SESSIONS.
Held at Bury St. Edmunds, October 23
before T. S. Gooch, Esq., and a Benc/z
of Magistrates.

Counsiderable interest was excited at
these sessions, by the trial of Mr. Fraucis
‘Twight,” a farmer, for repeating in open
church,  at ‘Whepstead, in this county,
(af'ter the blessing implored for the King,)

fand God bless. the Queen too.” For
this exclamation he - was summoned by
the reverend . vicar of the: parish, Mr.
Image, before the magistrates, and con-
victed in the penalty of £20, which re-
fusing. to pay, he was - ordéred to be
committed to .prison until the ensuing
sessions, or find bail; the latter, however,
he: declined, though pressedl . so 40.. do,
noc only by the most ne.spectable 1nha.~

B



Intelligrence.—~Foreig :.

‘bitants of the ,parish, wha offered to
become bail b‘ut by the magistrates
themsélves.. ‘A jury, after: several chal-
lenges, were sworn : the ¢lerk then read
over the indictment, .eontaining no less
than - eight counts, which charged that
the defendant Twight, on the 17th of
September. last; in theparish church of
Whepstead, ‘¢ willingly, and of purpose,
maliciously and . .contemptuopusly did in-
terrupt and disturb the congregation there
assembled.” When the defendant was
asked in common form whether he pleaded
guilty or not guilty, no little consterna-
tion pervaded the court and auditors, to
hear him reply ¢ guilty.” Mr. Coaper,
one of his counsel, immediately arose,
and said that the defendant certainly
laboured under a misapprehension, and
"Twight added, he said the words, but
pleaded guilty to them as ¢“ no crime.” .

Mr. Storks then addressed the jury :—
¢¢ After a very anxious attention to this
case, and a firm persuasion in my own
mind, from the finding of the grand jury,
as to its result, I yield myself reluctantly
to the wishes of my client, who has felt
it his duty not to have permltted in his
church, that which would not have been
permrtted in another—an attempt to dis-
turb a Christian congregation. He has
felt for the infatuation of the defendant,
and is satisfied 'with the punisShment of
the defendant, who has thought proper
to lay (lie) in gaol ever since the 27th of
September last, which he trusts will be
an example to him and to all others. 1
say,” -continued ‘the learned gentleman,
‘¢ that my client, impelled by this Christian
spirit of charlty, wishes to put an end to
this case, and. to leave it at this stage of
the proceedings, by not producing any
evidence. If my learned friends choose
to accept this offer, 1 shall set myself
down ; but if it be not accepted, I shall
dlscharge my duty as a zealous advacate
in prosecuting this case, and I have no
doubt as to its result.”

A pause here ensued. No answer was
made by defendant’s counsel, when the
chairman said, as no evidence is brought
forward, the jury must find an acquittal,
~and they instantly returned a verdict of
Not guilty. 'The chairman observed, ‘¢ You
ought to he’ very much obliged, o when
"T'wight said loudly, ““ I do not feel so at
all,” or ¢ I do not thank you for it”
(we could not exactly catch the expres-
sion). General applanse, upon hearing
the verdict, immediately ensued, when
the chairman, with great warmth, ’desired
the constables to take the oﬁ'enders inte
- custody, and if they did not do:their duty
he would do his b apprehendmg the first
man guilty of such behaviour.

A - correspondent of 'The Huntingdon.

Gazette observes, that the friends of

-Franee.' --
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“Fwiglit are. so1m :the ' case 'was ‘notipio-
ceeded: ;in;: as:. they ﬁmiﬂy ixelied’ ~omin

tr&uinp " oguittal ; or: . it ‘wascwith
ifficulty: the gnamd jury could fid
‘ ,b:nll [He: resirlt ‘has. given gréat satis-

facnon to everyufneud of .civil {ands #eli-
gious hberty in this-heighbourhood ; .for -
the charitable eonduct.of this reverend
dwme, in instituting 1these priceedihgs,
is universally . condemned ’by ‘all )parties.
A subscription is-set.on-foot;:confining
it to the sum of- ls. each,: to: defray the

‘expenses’ of the trial, .and: the isubserip-

tions flow in freely. - The defendant. only
laughed at the proffered. mercy, and he

intends mstltutmg praceedings agamst the
reverend vicar. .

. v -

FOREIGN.
. FRANCE,

The Two Relzgzom -—Durmg ’ghe srnung
of the Chamber of Deputies, on Fuﬁay
the 22d June, the state of the clergy in
France was made the subject of discus-
sion. The estimates for the Established
Clergy of the Church of Rome amounts
to 22,600,000 francs, (£941,000,) which
was granted by the Chamber. The Mi-
nister of the Interior then demanded the
sum of 60,000 francs (£2,500) for the
Protestant Clergy, and further required,
that the estimate should be augmented
to the sum of 60,000 francs (£2,500) for
the repair of Protestant Churches. He
stated that ‘“ the Protestant religion is or-
ganized in fifty departments of France :
it i3 celebrated in 200 churches or places
of worship, the greater part of which are
in want of repair. There are many
places where, for want of churches, the
service of religion i8" celebrated in the
open air.” This estimate was granted
without the slightest opposition.

The Protestants of France propese to
publish#ia collection 'of Portraits, &c.,
entitled Musée des Protestans €Célcbres, -
&c. ¢ Museum of celebrated. Protestants
who have appeared from the commence-
ment of the Reformation to the present
day.” The .work will consist of litho-
graphic portraits of the earliest Reform-
ers, and others dmtmguished by their
rank, their talents and their sufferings,
thh short memoirs of their lives;' and
it is .proposed to.extend. this colleetlon
to about 150 portraits.. . It will be pub-
lished at the Protestant. lerary£ m‘r’ the
Place du Louvre. 4

Two. warriors of the :Revolutmh Max:-—
shals KELLERMAN, Duke of Valmy, and

LEFEBVRE, Duke of ‘Dantsic, ‘are_lately
_ deceased. Kellermhn '3 heart is to beburied

at his own request at Valmy, the scene

—



736 Intellz'g'ence.—-Form}g@é : . Depmdpl. Ruseia.

‘~of the first vietory of the Freuch Reveolu-
. tiomistn;Sept. 20, 1792, in-which he bore
command. At his intérment .in. Paris,
‘his brother-in-law, Count - Mm-bms, pro-
nounced a faneral oration, which is said
to have drawn tears from every eye.
!""”"’
Dxmmm L
. According to letters fnom Gopmhagen
received -at Hamburgh, the populace of
the former city have attempted to renew
the disgraceful .outrages of last year
against the houses and persons of the
JEwS; but the prompt interveantion of
the police instantly restored tranquillity,
and defeated the plan of the ill-disposed
persons.
Russia.

¢¢ In 1818, a subject of Russia was
condemned to death for forging Bank-
notes, and had his punishment commuted
into hard labour for life by the Emperor.
While suffering this sentence, he was
again guilty of the same crime, con-
demned again to death, and again had
his life spared by Alexander, who ordered
him to be kept confined for life in a for-
tress, under strict guard.” — Hambro’
paper.

The consecration of a place of worship,
recently bnilt for the German Protestant
Church at Moscow, took place on the
11th of September, 1819. The ceremony
was conducted by the pastors Geering and
Dommes..

CHiNA.

A Brussels paper of November 6, states
that the Chinese % overnment has prohi-
bited the importation of gpium into its
dominions. ‘The same jealous and per-
secuting government is alsp said to have
ordered Father Amior, the only mis-
sionary who was still at Pekin, to quit
Chipa; and to have inhumanly strangled
at Canton, an old French pries| great
age, who had- secretly inhabited China
for a grea.t uumber of years. |

_*

It appears that the herculean labour of

translating .the BIBLE into the CHINESE

LANGUAGE has at length been aecom-
plished through the perseverance and
bility of Mr. Milne and Dr.Morrison, to
whom,. under God, the warmest thanks
of the Christian world are most justly
due. In a letter, dated Canton, Nov. 25,
1819, Dr. Morrison writes thus to the
Comnnttee of the Bible Society : * Thiis
[;Iossess in Chinese, & complete version
Mt canonical books. of Sacred Scrip-

China. East Indies. .

dure. The qualities at-which I have aimed"
in my'tmnslatwns, are fidelity, perspicu-
ity and simplicity ; and when the difficalty
of the task, the ‘circumstances in which
the tmnslauon thas been placed, and the
few helps afforded for a first: attempt, are

‘considered, I am .sure that every candid
man, m the: Gommxttee of:the Bible

Society, will not lay stress on trivial
objections. It willbe ourstudy to revise the
whole, alone and together, and to collate
every part with each other, in order to
render names of persons and places uni-
form ; and we shall avail ourselves of any
crit_;icisms that .may reach us from any
quarter : and may that gracious Provi-
dence that has preserved our lives to
complete the Translation, yet spare us to
revise and print the whole ! The light of
revelation will, by the mercy of God,
illumine this dark and idolatrous land in
the appointed season. The printing of
the edition of the New Testament, before
decided on, is- proceeding gradually at
Malacca ; and it will be necessary to print
the edition of the whole Bible, which I
now project, at the same place. May the
Divine blessing rest on all the members
and friends of the Bible Society !

OE————

'The Emperor of China has received an
‘¢ Ode to the Supreme Being,” written
in Raussian by Gabriel Romanowtcht, a
Russian poet, whwh he has caused to be
translated into both languages, (the Chi-
nese and the Tartar,) to be written on a
piece of rich silkj¥and suspended in the
interior of his palace.

The English newspapers of this day
(Dec. 26th) announce the Emperer of
China’s death, on the authority of letters
from Petersburgh

East INDIES.

Consistorial .Court at Calewtta.—-—-Thm
Court was announced by public advertise-
ment, dated Sept. 8, 1819, under the title
of ‘¢ The Consistory Court within and
for the Archdeaconry of Calcutta, in the
Diocese of Calcutta.” The Bishop’s ad-
dress on opening the Court is a pleasing
proof that ecclesiastical authority cannot
become oppressive in Hindostan. A great
part of the business incident to the Con-
sistory Courts in England, is granted by
His Majesty’s Charter of Justice to the
Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta.
The Bishop’s Court has to look after the
clergy ; to see that they use the Liturgy,
the whele Liturgy, ang nothing but the
Litargy ; and to supermtend tfhe registry





