
IF we may credit the doting eulo-
gists of the ;. "best constituted

church in the world// she has never
shrunk from the fullest investigation
of her tenets , &nd has constantly been
distinguished by the .most unparalleled
forbearance towards those who dissent
frpm her doctrines and discipline.
But without resorting to other sources
of history, the records of oui* statute-
book, which cannot be gainsayed>y a
church founded : on Acts of Parliament^
disclose her character in a somewhat
less consistent. ,£nd amiable point of
view. The. secret motives in which
her separation: from the Church of
Rome originated, when compared with
those which gave rise to Protestantism
ia other countries, were not peculiarly
laudable for their purity, whether we
trace them to the caprice and infide-
lity, or to the gra sping avar ice, of a
sensual and arbitrary tyrant. How
far the firs t pub lic act of her separa te
existence displayed an enlightened pre-
ference to truth and simplicity in doc-
trine, or the most charitable spirit
towards her opponents, is recorded* ia
the sta tute passed in the 31st year ot
Henry 's reign , <c for abolishing of Di-
versity of Opinions in certain Art icles
concern ing Christian Religion," by
which, trarisubstantiation, the ' denial
of the cup to the laity, private masses,
aur icula r confession, and others of the
inost scandalous corruptions of Chris-
tianity, were consecrated as leading
articles or doctrines of " the whole
Church and Congregation of England/'
and the extrerrie penalty of death wa3
denounced against all oppugners of
the edict. * >

• This statut e was passed immediatel y
wter the Act for . dissolving the greater
Mflti asterieg. The following is an ab-8tr** of its pre amble :
. Where the King 's most excellent Ma-jesty is, by God's law * suprem e head , im-

j ,  
¦ *

The cool and unhesitating arrogance*
with which the omniscience and .infai->

mediatel y under him, of this whole
Church and Congre gation of England/ in-
tending the conservation of the same
church and congregatio n in. a. tr uty sin^*
cere and uniform doctrine of Christ's -#&»
ligion ; calling also to his -blessed ; and:
most gracio us remembra nce, as well the,
great and quiet assurance , prosperou s,
increase and other innumerable commpdi^,ties which have ever insued concor d jtn a
imitie in opinions , as also the maxiiro m
perils , dangers and inconveniences wmcjji
have heretofore , in many places arid *;r^
gions , grown , sprung and arisen of if t&
diversities of minds and opinions , especif
ally of matters of Christian reli gion ; and
the re fore desiri n g, that such an 'ufiii^
should be chari tably  established in < a£|
things concerning the same, as might;
chiefl y be to the honour of AlhMgKt y
God , and , consequentl y, redound to £he
Commonwealt h , had caused his Partia l

.. V

ment , and also a synod and convocation.
of the Archbishops , &c. to be assembled ;

The articles proponed for their consi-
deration were six , relating to transubstah ^
fcjation , communio n in 'both kinds , celibacy
of the priest s, voluntar y' profession of ce1
libacy, private masses arid auricular coii J
fession . The King 's most Royal Maj est y*;
mos t prudently pdhderki g and consider ^
ing, that , b y occasion of variable and sun-i
dry opinions and jud gments of  the s£*fct
art icles, great discord and vari ance ha^d
ar isen , as well amongst the clergy of his
re alm , as amongst a great number of tfte
vulgar p eop le, his loving subj ects of the
same , and being in a full hope and trust ,
that a full and perfec t resolution of the
said article s should make a perfect coifii
cor d and unity general ly amongst all MS
loving and obedient subj ects , of his if \6&%
excellent goodness , not On ly commanded
that the said art icles shouM deliberately
and advisedl y, by his said A rchlfish 'o^s;
&c, be debate d , and t heir opinions nt6 ?be
under stood , but also most gracicKisl y
vouchsafed , in his own prince ly persoft ,'
to descend unto his High Court of Pa rlia-
ment and counsel, arid thei*e, like a prince
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libility denied io the long acknow-
ledged Vi0ar< $ Chris t, are by this
parliamentary Bull attributed to the
new usurper of supre macy in the
Christian church , cannot fail to ex-
cite a smile in modern days ; and this
nota ble statute remains a stand ing In-
dex of the height to which the tide of
intole rant presum ption bad mounte d,
even after the waters of the great fl ood
of Papal pretension had partially re-
eeded, and the ever last ing hills of truth
and Chr ist ian science had begun to
re-appear. It is not competent to the
partisans of that undefined and fluc-
tuating abstraction , called the Church
of England, to urge that the Roman
Catholic religion was still the rulin g
religion of the country : the separate
existence and moral reputation of their
church must be dated from the period
when she cas t off her allegiance to th e
Court of Rome, but deliberately re-
gained all the prominent points of the
Catholic doctrines aud ritual , in oppo-
sition to the arguments of more en-

qf most high pru de nce and no le*ss learn-
ing, opened and declar ed many things of
high learn ing and gre at knowled ge, touch-
ing the said articles.

With such princel y hel p it was f inally
resolved as to the fi rs t artic le.

" That in the most blessed sacramen t of
the altar , hy the stren gth and efficacy of
Christ 's mighty word , (it being spoken by
the priest ,) is present , reall y under the
form of bread and wine , the natura l bod y
and blood of our Saviou r Je sus Chr ist,
conceived of the Virg in M ary , and that ,
after the consecration , there remai aeth no
substance of bread or wine, nor an y other
substauee but the substance of Christ ,
God and man. "

The other ar ticles received a resolu-
tion equal ly favourable to the good old
pract ices and notio ns, and thus far his
Majes ty '« faithfu l Parlia men t may be to-
lerated in laudi ng his *< god ly studie ,
pain e and tra vell ;" but his godl y enterprise
was not thus to be accomplished : and it
vvas, tj iere foi-e, orda ined , that if any per-
sous by word , writ ing, imprintin g, cyp her-
ing or in any otherwise , did publish ,
prea ch, teac h, say, affirm , decla re, dis^pute , argue , or hold any opin ion to the
cpntr& ry, t hey and the ir aiders , cam-
fqirte rs, counsellors , consento rs and abet -
tor& theivu ^ should he acjj udged here tics,
a#4. *tf*ouM suffer death , by way of bur u^
$P«* without any aitfiirati ou, clergy, or
sanctuary .
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lightened Protestan ts in this and fareign countries.
The Church of England has, how.

ever, reluctantly ? lowered her pre]
tensi ons, both in theory and in practice
The statute-book has recognized the
right not only of thinking, (which no
law could ever controui,) but also of
professing religious opinions incon-
sistent with those estab lished as the
national creed ; and some of her most
illustrious members have signalized
themse lves by the most enlightened
principles of religious liberty : ye$
there are several civil inconveniences
and disabilities to which Noncon-
formity still exposes its professors,
the continuance of which can be ju sti-
fied by no reasonings in favour of the
utility of civil establishments of reli-
gion, which must and ought to fall to
the ground, if they can only stan d by
paralyzing the bonds of civil union,
and erecting invidious distinctions
between subjects equally attached to
the constitution and well-being of their
country.

It is well known, that, out of t he
pha lan x of statut es beh ind which the
Church of England was entrenched ,
before the Revolution in 1688,the Acts ,
commonly cal led the Corporation and
Test Acts, are , at the presen t day, the
most extensive in frin gements of the
civil rights of Protestant Dissenters .

I shall not attempt imperfe ctly to
echo the general arguments which
have been so unanswerabl y urged for

* I say reluctant ly y because every con*
cession to the consciences of others has
been opposed by a host of those of
her members who have sustained her
hi ghes t offices , or have put themselves
forward as her onl y true champ ions.
Th ere never was an aera in her history in
which the heads of the Chu rch genera lly
admitted the possibilit y of extending to-
leration withou t ri sking her existence.
The majority are , indeed , satisfied when
once the to]erant decre e is pas sed ; but a
more consist ent minority still indulge
fond retrospections towards the golden
days of proscri ption and pena lty. These
ecclesiastical curs will snarl over and
guaw the bare bones of intole ran ce, nntii
th ey are wrested from the ir gripe by ani-
mals of a more generous breed. Their
miserable feas t is, 1 trust , for their own
sakes, swiftly verging toward s H» »***
dose.



the repeal of thflse falsely-imagined
bulwaAs of the Ciwtfeh* and whie&
were very early p*it upon record in A
Protest, by several noble Lords, against
the rejection of a clause for takiiig
Dissenters out of their operation , in
the fi rst session after the Revolution. *

• The following are the principal head s
of thi s inter esting documen t , extracted
fro m a collection of the Lord s' Protes ts,
Vol. I. pp. 121—123.

" 1st. Because it gives great par t of
the Pro test ant freeme n of England reas on
to comp lain of inequal ity and hard usage,
when they ar e excluded from public em-
ployments by a law , and also , because it
depri ves the King and king dom of divers
men fit and capable to serve the publi c
in several stations , and that for a mere
scrup le of  conscience , which can by no
means render them suspect ed , much less
disaffecte d, to the government.

" 2dly. Because hie M ajesty* as the
common and indul gent father-of his peo-
ple, having expressed an earne st desire
of liberty for tende r consciences to his
Protes tan t subj ects ; aud my Lords the
Bishops having, divers of them , on seve-
ral occasions professed an inclination , and
owned the reasonableness of such a
Christian temper ; we apprehend it will
raise suspicions in men 's minds of some-
thing different from th e case of religion
or the public , or a design to heal our
breach es, whe n the y fiml that , by confin-
ing secular emp loy merits to ecclesiastical
couformit y,. those are shut out from civil
aff airs whose doctrine and worshi p may
be tole rated by authority of Parliament ,
the re being a Bill before us by order of
th e House to th at purpose ; especially
wheu , without this exclusive rigour , the
Cli ar ch its secure d in all her privileges and
prefe rments , nobod y being hereb y let into
them wh o is not strict ly conforma ble .

"4th l y. Because it turns the edge of a
law (we kiro w not by what fat e) upon
Pro testan ts and frien ds to the govern-
ment , which was intended agitinst Pap ists ,
to exclude th em from places of t rust , as
meu avowedl y danger ous to our religioti
and governmen t ; and thu s the taking the
sacr amen t, which was enjoined onl y as a
mean s to discover Pa pists , is now made a
watt ngu ishing du ty amongs t Protestants ,
*° Weak en the whole by casting off a part
°f them.

Sth ly. Because mysterie s of reli gionand divine wor ship are of divine original ,»nd ©f a natu re so wholl y distant from
|be secular affa i rs of public society, that
jjj ey cannot be applied to th ose ends ; andtherefore , the Church , b y the law of the

Bat amongst the opponents of the
more recent applications of the Bis-

gospel, as well as common prurience*ought to take car e not to offend eit^r
tender conscien ces with ia itself, ot give
offence to those witho ut , by mixing tnieit
sacred mysteries with secular interests ,

" 6thl y. Because vve cann ot see hoW
it can consist with the law of God , com-
mon equity, or the ri ght of any rree-bom
subj ect , that any one be panfehed without
a crime : if it be a crime uot to take the
sacram ent accordia g to the usage of the
Church of Rnglacid , every one ought to
be punis hed for it , which nobody affir tng ;
if it be no cri me, thos e who are capable
and judge d fit for employ meats by the
King, ought not to be punished with a
law of exclusion , for not doing that which
it is no crime to forb ear : if it be urged
still , as an effectual test to discover and
keep out Pap ists , the taking the saeta -
ment in those Protes tant congreg&tidrttf
Whe re they arc members and k nown , will
be at least as effectual to that purpose. "

J subjoin an extract from Mr. Beaofb y"*long and able speech upon his app lication
for the Repeal of the Test arid Corpo ra-
tion Acts in 1787, as re ported in E>o<te«*
ley 's Annual Register for tha t year , p, llfu

"The former act , which passed in tfe§
year l/>72 , at a moment when the
fi rst minister of state and the presum p-
tive heir to th e crow n were pro fessed
Pa pists , and the king himself general ly
believed to be one in secret , bears the
express title of " An Act for preventing
Dangers which may happen from Popisf t
Recusants." The minister , Lord Clifford *who was a Catholic , attempted -to per-
suade the Dissenters to oppose the Mil *as subjecting them to penalti es, wn<*
confessedl y were not in any res 'fltegt tfeg
objects of the law. The Dissenters , drt
the contrary, throug h the mot»th of Al-
derman Love , member tor the t&ty> de-
clared , that in a time of public winger+
when delay migh t be fatal , tfoey Wottfd
not impede the pro gres s of a frill VvfrtcH
was thought essent ial to the safety of
the k ingdom , but would trust to the
t^ood faith , the just ice and humanit y of
Parliament , that a bill for tho relief
of the Dissenter * should afterward s be
passed . The Lord s and Commons ' ad-
mitted , with out hesitation !, the equit y of
the claim, and accordingl y passed # btll
soon after for the ir relief ; but its' suc-
cess was defeated by the sudde n prdro-
gation of Parliament. A secofir  ̂ bill ^va fc
broug ht in , m the year 1680, and pastied
both Houses ; but while it lay read y for
the Royal assent , King Charles the Second,
who was much exasperated with th*
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seatc rs for relief fro m the sacrame ntal
Test , it has been a favourite topic of
argumen t, that the acts annually pass-
ed for indemnifying persons who have
not qualified for office according to
law, give the Dissenters a substantial
practical protection against the penal-
ties and disabili ties incurred by non-
cotopliance with the Test, and ren-
der their petitions for relief factious
an4 unreasonable. * Without exa-
mining the consistency of this view of
the subject with the supposed neces-
sity of the Test, it may deserve some
little inquiry, how far the argument is
in itself founded upon fact ; in other
words, how far a professed Noncon-
formist, who scruples the Test as a
qualification for civil offices , is pro-
tected by the present practice of pass-
ing annual Indemnity Bills. The in-
quiry will derive some in terest from
the circumstance, that there are un-
derstood to be at the present time
individuals personally and materially
affected in the determination of the
question.

It will be necessary shortl y to state
the tenor of the origina l enactments,
in order to bring the subject more
clearly into view.

The Corporation Act (13 Charles
II. Stat . 2, c. 1 f) is intituled , "An

Dissenters for refusing to support the
Catholics, prevailed upon the clerk to
steal the bill. With respect to the Cor-
poration Act , which passed in the year
1661, when the kingdom was still ag itated
with the effects of those storms that  had
so lately overwhelmed it , it was allowed
to have had the sectaries of that  day,
who had borne a consp icuous part in the
preceding troubles, for its object. But
the Dissenters of the present day were
not responsible for them , and were as
well affected and peaceable subjects as
those of any other descri ption."

* Mr. Pitt concluded his speech against
lUr. Beaufoy 's motion in 1787, with de-
claring, 4 < tha t  the discretionary power
wisely lodged and liberally exercised
every year in Bills of Indemnity,  left the
Dissenters no reasonable ground of com-
plaint." Mr. Canning and others have
since echoed the game declaration , and
the Dissenters themselves appear to have
felt the force of the reproof.
t The Act* of the l'Ath of Charles II.

are formally stated to have been enac t ed
44 to the high pleasure of Almighty  God ,
and to the weal public of the  realm ;"

Act for the well-governing and regu-
lating of Corporations,"—to the end
that the succession in corporations
might be most probably perpetuated
in the hands of persons well-affected
to his Majesty and the established go-
vernment : (such are the words of the
preamble :) it enacts, that no person
should be placed, elected or chosen
in or to any the offices or places afore-
said, (viz. mayors, aldermen, recorders,
bailiffs , town-clerks, common-council-
men and others bearing any office of
magistracy, or places, or trusts , or
other employment * relating to or
concerning the government of cities,
corporations, boroughs, cinque-ports
and port towns,) that should not have,
within one year next before such
election or choice, taken the sacra-
ment of the Lord's Supper, according
to the rites of the Church of England ;
and in defaul t thereof, every such
placing, election and choice, is declared
to be void .

The Test Act (25 Charles II. c. 2)
is intituled , " An Act for preventing
Dangers which may happen from Po-
pish Recusants," f  and enacted that all
persons that should be admitted into
any office , civil or military, or should
have command or place of trust, from
or under his Maiestv. &c. should , ator under his Majesty, &c, should, at
specif ied times an d places, take the
oaths prescribed by the statute , and
should also receive the sacrament ac-
cording to the Church of England,

and include , besides the law as to Cor-
porations, Acts for a free and voluntary
present to his Majesty, for providing
necessary carriages for his Majesty in
his royal progress, and against the un-
lawfu l coursing of deer, &c. &c.

? It was even once contended , that
common freemen ought to take the Test ,
hut  decided otherwise in the case of the
Borough of Christchurch. 2 Strange,
828.

+• The grand source of danger , against
which this statute was directed , is im-
pressed upon its forehead. I t  would be
a climax of inj ustice, as whimsical as it
would be detestable , if, as it has been
whispe red , the present government , i»
consenting to the emancipation of the
Catholics, should leave Protestan t Dis-
senters under the ban of a law which
originated in the dread entertained l>y
Protestants in general of the return ol
Popish ascendancy.
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within three months after his or their
admittance in or receiving their autho-
rity Mid employment, in some public
church upon some Lord's day, immedi-
ately after divine ' service and sermon,
and should deliver a certificate of so
receiving* it, under the hands of the
minister and churchwarden, and should
then make proof of the truth thereof,
by two credible witnesses, at the least,
upon oath, and that all persons neg-
lecting or refusing, should be ipso
f acto adjudged incapable and disabled
in law, to all intents and purposes, to
have, occupy and enjoy the said office
or employment, or any profit or ad-
vantage appertaining, &c. The 5th
section declares, that, upon being con-
victed of executing any office after a
neglect or refusal to comp ly with the
Act, the offender is to forfeit 500/. to
the informer, and is, moreover, dis-
abled to sue in/ any court of law or
equity, to be guardian of any child, or
executor or administrator of any per-
son, or to be capable of a legacy or
gift, or of holding any office whatever.
The offices of constables, overseers,
church war dens, surveyors of the high-
ways, or " any like inferior civil
offices ," are left open to the ambition
of Nonconformists, who are also to-
lerated in exercising the functions of
a gamekeeper, or like private offices.

The first statute I have met with,
which bears any close resemblance to
the modern Indemnity Act, is the sta-
tute 1 William and Mary, Sess. 1, c.
*S, by which the oaths of supre macy
and allegiance, previously exis ting,
were abrogated, and the oath of abju-
ration directed. The 14th section re-
ntes, that since the 11th Dec, 1688,
the abrogated oaths could not be
taken by any person elected to corpo-
ration offices , by reason whereof his
election was void by the act of 13
Charles II., and indemnifies him upon
taking the new oath within a limited
tune. The 15th section contains a like
provision for officers incapacitated by
neglect of the requisitions of the Test
Act.

But in this statute we do not find
any symptom of a disposition to relax
these laws, out of deference to the
^Tuples 

of 
Dissenters ; pn the con-trary, it is upon record, that clauses

proposed in favour of Protestant Non-
^nformists were reje cted. See Lords'J 'otcst8, Vol. 1. pp. 120, 121.

The Toleration Act, which was pass-
ed in the same session, in making a
sweeping repeal of the laws passed for
repressing Papists and Popish recu-
sants, so far as they affected Pro-
testant Dissenters, expressly excepts
the Test Act, and also the statute of
30th Charles II., for disabling Papists
from sitting in either House of Parlia-
ment ; with the requisitions of which
latter statute, however, Protestant
Dissenters had never any difficulty in
complying. It is rather singular that
the Corporation Act was not also the
subj ect of express exception , but I
presume it was not considered to come
precisely within the description of an
act against Popish recusants.

There is no other statute in thi3
reign which answers to the modern
annual Indemnity Act. There is, in-
deed, an Act of a similar description,
(11 and 12 Wm. III. c- 170 intended
to protect the officers of government
against the penalties incurred by a
neglect to subscribe the Protestant
Association, which, having originated
in a voluntary engagement to protect
the person of the Sovereign, had been
legalized and continued as an addi-
tional Test until the accession of Queen
Anne, when all laws relative to the
Association were annulled.

It would seem, from the case of the
K ing v. Haines, which occurred in the
7th year of King William III., and is
reported in Skinner, p. 583, that the
Corporation Act was occasionally made
the instrument of private malice and
revenge, even against regular Con-
formists. The reporter says, that this
prosecution against an alderman of
Worcester, appeared upon the trial to
be a warm prosecution, fomented by
a person in the hig hest civil station,
upon a private pique , the defendant
having omitted to take the sacrament
three days after the time prescribed by
the Act, but , upon notice, he received
the sacrament, and intended to take
the oaths (he being a person in all
points conformable, and who commu-
nicated frequentl y every year, and had
taken the oaths several times) at the
next sessions, which were accidentally
adj ourned . The defendant was acquit-
ted for want of sufficient evidence of
the charge of halving- acted after the
time limited.

The statute 1 Anne (Sess. 2, c. 17)
appears to have reference to such
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cases as that jo^t noticed, for it re-
capa citate ? tj *ose who had neglected
to take the oath of abjuratio n, &c^,
throug h ignora nce or mistake , or by
not duly holding the court s when the
same ought to have been holden, or
for some other such like reasons.

We need hard ly expect to find in
Queen Ann e's days any legislative pro -
vision relax ing the obligation to tak e
jthe Test . On the contrar y, the High
Church par ty, after several unsuccess -
ful strugg les, obtained the celebrated
Act against occasional Conformit y, and
disgraced the closing session of this
reign by the infamous .Schism Bill,
which, by the death of the Queen , was
fortu nate ly prevented from acquiri ng
Jthe chara cter of an essential bulwark
X>f the Church.

In the Act passed at the commence-
ment of the reign of George the Firs t*(Stat . 2, c. 13,) for confirmi ng* the
paths of allegiance, suprem acy and
abjuration , it was enacted , that all
persons who, by virtue of any law
then in being , are or would be obliged
to receive the Sacramen t , &c, on an y
occasion whatsoever , shoul d continue
obliged , under the penalties required
by any former Act ; and the 23rd sec-
turn declare s, that all persons who
should comp ly with the Tests , within
ft time limited , should be indemnified
agains t all penalties and incapacities
incurred by any form er neglect or
omission.

The rei gn of this monarc h was ,
Uporx the whole , decided ly favourable
to the full enj oyment , by the Protcs *
tajot Dissenters, of all the rights of
good subjects , the consequenc e, not
only of the personal feelings of the
sovereign , bu t of the critical circum -
stances of the state : yet the Act 5
George I. c. 4, which repeal ed the
Schism Bill and the provisions of the
stat ute 10 Aiui e, c. 2, against occa-
sional Conf ormit y, mere ly restored
l>issenters to their former footing,
giving" , indeed , an indirect sanctio n to
the prac tice of occasional Conformit y,
by su lrat itutin g, in place of the re*
pealed enactments , a mere proh ibition
to public officers from att endin g Non-
conform ist worshi p with their officia l
atate.

I he art passed in the same session
for modif y ing the Corporati on Act ,
cannot be viewed as a boon to the
JDisseiiten s, it having been evident ly

passed to avoid the extensi le jlu blic
inconvenien ces which had resulted
from its original operation . By tha
statute , (5 George I., c. 6,) intituled,
"An Act for quieting an establish
ing Corp orations /' the then exist.
ing membe rs of corpo ratio ns were
confirmed in their offices , notwiit
standing thei r omission to take the
Sacrament , and were indemnified
agai nst penaltie s ; and after enatidng,
that none of their acts , or the acts not
the n avoided of former members of
corporatio ns, should be questioned,
the Act pro ceeds in the following
words : " nor shal l any perso a or
persons who shall be hereafter placed,
elected or chosen in or to any the
ofhees aforesaid , be removed by the
Corporation , or otherwise prosecut ed
for or by reason of such omission ;
nor shall any incap acity, disability,
forfeiture or penalty, be incurred by
reason of the same, unless such person
be so removed , or such pr osecution be
commenced within six months after
such person's being placed or elected
into his respective office , as aforesaid ;
and that , in case of a prosecution , the
same be carrie d on without wilful
delay."

We now come to the reign of George
the Second , in which the practice of
annual Indemnity Act s took its rise.
An Act was passed in the second year
after his accession, for quieti ng the
minds of his Majes ty's subject s, and
preventing the inconvenience s tha t
might oth erw ise happen to divers per-
sons who ought to ,have qualified ,
accor ding to the Test slot, hut who
had , throu gh the shortness of the
time aj lowed for that purpose , or some
acciden t, omitted so to do. In it*
enactin g clause , it ap pears to be framed
on the model of that passed in the
form er rei gn, and specifies the 1st of
August as the period of indulgence.

The statut e 9 Geo . II . C. 26, may
be considered the firs t of the sents of
Acts which , with very few exceptions,
have been passe d annua lly since that
period , ana under which professed
Nonconformi sts herve been genwro ty
regard ed as receiving a protection
equal in effect to a repe al of Me * est
Act . Up o n  looking at the preamble,
however , we find that the Pcfaopf J ^^
tended to be benefited were those »wio,
thro ugh ignorance of the law, ata o»c»
the shortne ss of the time allowed tor

v..
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that purpose, or some unavoidable
accidentl, omitted to qualify; and the
enacting clause is introduced by the
words, " For preventing the incon-
veniences that might otherwise happen
by reason of suck omissions." It goes
a gtep further than the previous Acts,
in extending to penalt ies^ &c. not only
incurred, but also to be incurred by
reason of any forme r neglect ; but
it contemplates and provides for no
f uture omissions, or their attendant
penalties.

The Indemnity Act of the 16th
year of George the Second, (cap. 30,
sec. 3,) reciting, that by the Test Act
persons admitted into office should
receive the Sacrament within three
months, enlarges the time to six
months, but expressly reiterates the
penalties of the act against any longer
neglect.

I have not been able to trace any
material variation in the form of these
Acts down to the Union , as they are
not generally reprinted in the Statutes
at large, but there is no reason to
believe that any words have been in-
troduced to countenance an intentional
omission to qualif y, which might, per-
haps, not unfairly be presumed against
a professed Nonconformist. And it is
remarkable, that in the Act of Indem-
nity passed with reference to Ireland ,
in the session after the Union , its
6bjects are described as persons well
effected to his Majesty 's government,
and to the United Church of England
And Ireland, who had, through igno-
rance of the law, neglected , or been
by sickness or other unavoidable
causes, prevented from qualifying.*

The most modern Act of Indemnity ,
printed at length in the Statutes at
krge, is that of the 42 Geo. III. c. 23,
with which the subsequent acts are
stated to correspond . It extends to
omissions to qualif y under the Corpo-
ration Act, which the acts in George
2nd'8 reigq do not appear to have
done. In its preamble, it refers the

. It is understood that the Test andvorporatiou Acts have no present opera -"on against Protestant Dissenter* inireiaud. The Act of Enfranchisement must
w

a
Vnterestlp# document , aiid should™e been Introduced, if r had been abj e*> Procure a sight of it.

omissions intended to be protected
against, to " ignorance of the law,
absence or some unavoidable acci-
dent ;" and then proceeds to enact, for
preventing inconveniences from »itch
omissions, that all persons who at or
before the passing of the Act had omit-
ted to receive the sacrament, &c.,
within such time, &c. as is required by
law, and who, after accepting any
office , &c, but before passing the Act,
had received the sacrament, &c, or
who before the 25th December, 1802,
should receive the same, should be
indemnified and discharged from all
penalties and incapacities incurred or
to be incurred by reason of any neg-
lect or omission previous to the pass^.
ing of the Act, and should be ful ly reea-
pacitated, &c., and should be adjud ged
to have qualified themselves; and
that all elections and qualifications of,
and acts by, such persons, should be
of the same validity as if they had
dul y qual ified according to law. But
the 2nd section provides, that the In-
demnity should not extend to persons
against whom final ju dgment had been.
obtained for any penalty incurred by
neglecting to qualify. The 5th sec-
tion provides, that the Act shall not
restore or entitle any person to any
office , &c, already actually avoided.,
by judgment of any of his Majesty's*
Courts of Record, or already iegally
filled up and enj oyed by any other
person.

It is observable, that, instead of the
1st of August, according to tl*e earlier
acts, the period of indemnity was en-
larged to the 25th of December, itv
the acts passed in 179$ and the fol^
lowing years up to the year 1807 ?
and it is a remarkable circumstance^
that in each of the sessions of the two*
Parliaments which met in that year,
an Act of Indemnity was passed, the*
firs t giving time until the 25th day of
December, and the second prolonging
it until the 25th of March. Those?
alterations, combined with the present
practice of convening Parliament early
in the year, have been generally re-
garded as not merely circumscribing
the operations of the informer within
very narrow limits, t?ut as effecting a
complete suspension of ail prosecu-
tions under the Test laws.

Upon this review of the Corpora-
tion and Test Acts, and the statute*
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which have modified their operation,
it must be evident that Nonconformists
of all descriptions are oat of the pur-
view and intent of the latter, which
are professedly passed to obviate in-
conveniences arising" from accident or
inadvertence, and not such as result
from a deliberate and conscientious
opposition to the law. I do not, there-
fore , think, that a judge could be se-
verely reflected upon for illiberality,
who should manifest a decided leaning
to confine the relief afforded by the
Indemnity Acts to those against whom
no overt acts of dissent could be proved
upon which to raise a fair presump-
tion, that the omission to take the
Test proceeded from principle, and
not from ignorance or accident. Were
a more liberal construction established,
It is evident that Roman Catholics, as
well as Protestant Dissenters, might
take shelter under these Acts, and that
they are entitled to do so is the pub-
lished opinion of their learned and libe-
ral advocate Mr. Butler ; * adopted ,
perhaps rather hastily, fro m the cur-
rent notion of their beneficial opera-
tion as to other Nonconformists.

2. But , assuming that the general
terms used in the enacting clause of
the Indemnity Act would not be re-
strained by the recital of its purpose
and intention , and that consistent
Nonconformists may be considered as
included , it would seem that the pro-
tection afforded by these successive
Acts, cither to the inadvertent omis-
sion or to the determined repudiation of
the Test, is by no means complete : for,
suppose an individual to have accepted
office five months before the passing
of the annual Act, and to have omitted
to qualif y according to the Test Act,
he is not an object of the Indemnity
proposed , for as yet lie has been guilty
of no omission which makes him liable
to a prosecution ; but , in the space of
a, month , proceedings may be insti-
tuted against him , and in the ordinary
course of law, final j udgment may be
obtained for the pecuniary penalty be-
iorc the recurrence of a new hi IK— — — ¦•—  ̂ -̂̂  ¦*-' »-» ̂  «*.  ̂s b m, -̂ ». > f  ^ r̂ A. ^--w m. m -**s ¦ — 9*-r J» « M. A

which will not , in such case, relieve
him from any portion of the enormous
load of incapacity, denounced by the

* See liutler 's Notes on Coke, Lilt.
IV . 391 («J .

Test Act, amounting as ,we have seen
to a kind of civil outlawry . , /

3. Neither is it to be overlooked
that the protection granted by the&e
Acts, however complete, rests upon
the presumption of their being regu,
larly passed ; for if, in consequence
of some extraordinary emergency af-
fecting the usual routine of parl iamen-
tary business, or under the temporary
influence of sorne besotted hue and
cry against all (Jissidents from the
Church Establishment, the Act should
not be passed at all, or be restricted
in its extent , Dissenters, who had
unwarily accepted office upon the faith
of its recurrence, would be affected
with all the consequences of an ex post
facto law, and have no alternative be-
tween swallowing the Test or braving
the utmost penalties of the Act im.
posing it.

4. The foregoing observations apply
more particularly to the Test Act ; for,
with respect to offices included under
the provisions-of the Corporation Act,
it is obvious to remark , that the sacra-
mental qualification ought to precede
the election to office , otherwise the
election is declared absolutely void ;
and the Act of 5 Geo. I. c. 6, is only
a statute of limitation, founded on the
political inconvenience of allowing a
latent disqualification to vitiate official
acts ; * it merely gives a retrospective
validity to the election, provided the
person shall not be removed within
six months ; and as the annua l Indem-
nity Act does not re-capacitate the
party, unless he receive the Sacrament
before the office have been actually
avoided by j udgment , or legal ly filled
up, it is plain that during half a year
after entering upon office, the consis-
tent Dissenter is exposed to removal
or prosecution, which nothing but
Conformity can avert. But this is
not all : for

5. The candidate for a corporation
office is liable to be questioned at the
time of election as to his previous
comp liance with the Sacramental Test ,
and upon his confessing or not deny-
ing his omission Ju that respect, or
(as it seems) without any reference to
h im , notice of his noncoinpliance will

* Sec King v. Corporation of Bedford
1 East , 7< J.
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jure the effect of nul lifying all votes
subsequently given for him, and ena-
bling tQe presiding office r to declare
a rival candidate with a minority of
votes to be duly elected : thus putting it
into the power of any intriguing elec-
tioneer to rob the majority of their
franchise, and thrust upon them an
individual obnoxious in the highest
degree.

This was exemplified in the case of
the King v. Parry and Phillips, 1811 ,
reported 14 East, 549, where infor-
mations , in the nature of a quo war-
ranto , were exhibited against the de-
fendants as Common-councilmen of
Haverfordwest. It appeared that their
vote s more than trebled the numbers
of votes for the candidates whose
election wa3 sought to be established,
and would have been established but
that the Mayor refused to admit them
into office , and the defendants, in the
mean t ime , removed their disabilities ,
by complying with the terms of the
Indemnity Act. See also the case of
the King v. Hawkins, 10 East , 211, in
which the candidate, hav ing the majo-
rity of legal , but a minority of actual ,
votes , had been declared duly elected,
and was considered as legally filling"
the office ; and the case of King v.
Bridge, 1 Maule, and Selwy n, 7f>,
which decides that a candidate cannot
gain his election by a minority of
votes given bef ore notice of the dis-
qualifi cation of his opponent.

The existing notion , therefore, that
the Corporation and Test Acts are in
their actual operation a mere dead
letter , is far fro m being founded in
truth -, and should the fashion of form-
ing associations for enfo rcing the penal
laws be extended to the laws against
Nonconformity, there are many open-
mgs through which the astuteness of
a legal secretary may pounce upon
the luckless Dissenter, who may have
trusted to common opinion for that
protection which the laws, strictl y con-strued , do not and were never intendedlo secure.

It has been suggested, that theJud ges would , in deference to the ge~Ueral impression as to the intent*U(1 operation of these Acts of In-aenanit y, delay the trial or judgmentm any proceeding which might be in-diluted under the Test Laws, so as toK've the defendant the benefit of theext indemnit y Act : but this expec-

tation appears to me whblly unjusti-
fiable -y * and I, for one, would depre-
cate such an unprincipled interference
with the course of the law on the part
of any court of justice, the more espe-
cially as I feel convinced, that if those
j udicial characters who have, at various
periods, signalized themselves by their
enlarged views on the subj ect of reli-
gious liberty , had, by giving ful l scope
to these barbarous enactments, ex-
posed them to the eye of the public in
all their naked deformity, they would
have rendered a more essential and
permanent service to that great cause,
than any departure from the spirit of
the statute book , in deference to the
general spirit of the times could pos-
sibly effect. In this point , of view,
even the decision in Allen Evans's
case f  affords matter of doubtful tri-

* The case of Rex v. Brown , 29 Geo.
III., reported in a Note to 3 Term Re-
ports, p. 574, will, perhapŝ  be thought
conclusive upon this point . A rule for
an information , in the nature of a quo
warranto, against the defendants as Com-
mon -couucilmen of York , for not having
received the Sacrament, was obtained
within six month s after their election,
and Erskine shewed cause against the
rule , urging, that if the court thought the
granting of these informations discre-
tionary, no case could occur where that
discretion might be more properly exer-
cised ; for the necessity of the statute in
question had been long since done away,
and the defendants had been elected
without their knowledge, and in their
absence, and by their affidavits state,
unequi vocally, that they are members of
the Church of England. Lord Kenyou
said , " I think we are bound to grant
this information. The law has said that
the  magistracy of the country shall be in
the hands of those who profess the reli-
gion of the Church of England. This
law lias been revised and softened dowu
since the accession of the House of Ha-
nover ; but we are now called upon to
pare away the provisions of it still more
than the Legislature have yet thought fit
to do/'

+- See 2 Burn 's EccL Law. Tit. Dis-
seuters : 'A Brown 's Pml . Cases, 476.

It seems the question ultimately decide d
in that celebrated case was very early
agitated m the cases of the Mayor, &c-
of GuiWford v. Clerk , (2 William and
Mary,) 2 Veiitri*, £47 , and the King w.
4«<U'ivood, (6 William - III.,) reported iu
Skinoar, 574, 4 Modern, 270. The lat-
ter was upon an'information against the
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utnph to the Dissenting cause, for a
contrary resul t would have brought
Dissenters before Parliament with an
unquestionable grievance, and they
might probabl y have been long ago
released fro m that bed of Procrustes,
unon which it was attempted to stretch
them, not by exonerating them from
all legal eligibility to offices which ,
though burdensome, every good citi-
zen will wish to share ; but b y erasing
fro m our Code every impious enact-
ment which presumes to interpose
between man and his Maker, or to
connect criminality and civil incapa-
city with a conscientious desire to
preserve an unsullied loyalty, an un-
tainted allegiance to the King of
kings.

Before I close this subject I would
offe r a remark upon the strange notion

defendant , as Sheriff of Norwich , for re-
fusing to be sworn into office. 8. Eyres ,
Justice , argued for the defendant , (and
his op inion was said to be that  of  Lord
Keeper Somers ,) that  the exclusion fi oni
office was a punishment  of itself , and ,
therefore the party should not be fined :
but G. Eyres, Justice , and Holt , Chief-
Just ice , said , the in tent  of the Corpora-
tion Act was not to exempt any man
from serving the King, or to t^ ive ease or
favour to Dissenters , bu t  ra ther  to draw
them to a reconciliation with the Church y
an a tray to render than capable of offices
in the government .- th is  was the desi gn of
the Act ; and if t he  plea in tha t  ca.se was
good , a man should be excused for not
Serving the  King, which is one offence,
for (by) not receiving the Sacrament
within the year, which is another  offence.
in the same case, Ho lt , Chief-Just ice.
remarked, that the desi gn of  the Corpo-
ra tion and Test Acts was the same , the
one to exclude Dissenters , and tl ie other
to exclude Papists ; and it neve r had
been thought that if a man would not
qualif y himself, it was an excuse under
the Test Act ; that  there never was any
distinction between Protestant  and other
Dissenters, till after the Toleration Act •
and that it had been for th i r t y years the
opinion of men learned in the pro fession ,
that the Corporation Act did not exempt
Dissenters , and they had always sub-
mitted to fines in London and Norwich
also. Hut the reasoning of the two latter
Judges , or, at leas t , their jud gment , pro-
ceeded upon the circumstance of the Tole-
ration Act being not speciall y pleaded in
bar, it being at that  t ime  regarded as a
l>rivate Act , though since declare*! a pub-
He Act By - S l a t .  \9 George 111. c 44.

which appears to be> widely prevalentamongst the Dissenters of the present
day, that our cause will be best pro-
moted by a silent acquiescence ia
tilings as they are , until, by means of
a series of amicable discussions, which
some few leading individuals may have
an opportunity of carry ing on with
the minister of the day, they have
succeeded in convincing him, by our
apparent insensibility and indifference
as to the removal of our disabilities
that the right moment is arrived for
our comp lete enfranchisement without
risk to the sacred but puny twin-sister
of the state. I readily admit that
Dissenters would be ill-advised to
make their appeal to the Legislature
and the public in the language of vio-
lence or of marked disrespect to the
institutions of their country, many of
which, how essentially bad soever in
theory, are yet by the general liberality
of the public mind rendered compa-
rativel y innoxious in practice : nor
would I be disposed to take my stand
upon the high but disputable ground
of Abstract right as separated from
expediency. But I would ask those
silent negociators , who, whilst they
are horrified at the indiscreet down-
rightness of JJr. Priestley in the year
1 7^0, would in some sort realize his
i:;ost appalling metaphor , by deposit-
ing exp losive materials , grain by
grain , under the edifice of intolerance ,
and reckon upon enlisting my Lord
Liverpool as one of their corps of
sappers and miners : I would ask them ,
1 say, What is the experience upon
which they ground the delusive notion ,
that the clear and manl y cause of
reli gious l iber ty  will be most sub-
served by a patient waiting unti l the
hearts of kings and senators are melted
by the edif y ing spectacle ? The his-
tory of the Test Act appears to read
them a very different lesson, for it
was upon private assurances of a
speed y repeal as to the Dissenters that
they concurred in its enactment ; nor
will the late statute for the relief o(
Anti tr ini tar ians be regarded as an in-
stance in favour of this quiet policy,
whilst  we have the Lord Chancellor's
declaration sounding in our ears, that
the Legislature , in passing that sta-
tute , had no idea of establishing a
general principle of forbearance to-
wards Antitrinitarians, but merely to
repeal , or rather to mitigate, some o
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the penalties denounced against them
foy the law as being- considered a little
too severe. It is by full , free and
reiterated discussion alone, that the
friends of the Dissenting interest, I
would rather say of the general inte-
rests of truth and liberty, (apart from
these the Dissenting interest shews
paltry and base,) can hope finally to
eradicate that dissocial, antichristian
system under which the Saviour has
been so often mocked with the purple
robe of worldly dominion, and con-
science has been made tributary to
Cresar's treasury . It is said , however,
that preliminary discussion will expose
our weakness, and lay open our as-
sailable points to the attack of the
enemy ; but with reference to the
Corporation and Test laws, are we
not also concealing fro m our friends
the precise situation of danger in
-which they stand , if , rely ing upon fan-
cied indemnity, they should asp ire to
serve the public in civil offices ? There
are not many, it is to be hoped , who
Tire perfectl y contented to enj oy their
birth-right , as it were, by stealth ; and
if amongs t us there be any individual
who has enough of the spirit of a Hamp-
den publicly to hurl defiance against
these degrad ing laws, or of another
Curtius boldl y to leap into the gulf of
civil incapacity and penalties which
they denounce, his glorious aim is to be
answered , not by concealment , but by
a full disclosure of the risk and danger
he encounters , and by a fearless chal-
lenge to the supporters of these fa-
vourite laws to disp lay their excel-
lence in their amiable operation. In
short , ours is not a petty question of
dutie s ami drawbacks , or of agricul-
tural or commercial preferences, upon
which we must necessarily approach
the bar of the Legislature thro ugh the
audience-chamber of the First Lord of
the Treasury : w-e boldl y but tempe-
rately ask , Is it fitting that large classes
of the community should remain under
the proscription of statutes which
^vere not originall y levelled against
them , and which were enacted underthe pressure of a political exi gency
'ong since parsed away ? If we arestill denounced as unfi t to be invested
Wl*h civil trust and honour , let us be
^ontent 

to 
dignify our private stations^v consistency in 

profession und uri-
^enng integrity in practice ; but if2£<Hry and intolerance receive a pub-

lie defeat, and our just claims be
conceded , we shall have " our charter
and freehold of rejoicing to us and our
heirs,** and our t riumph will consist
not so much in the advancement of our
personal and sectarian interests, as in
rescuing our great and beloved coun-
try fro m the taunts of other nations,
far behind her in religious knowledge,
but whose renovated codes are happily
free from the abomination of imposing
a theological shibboleth at the thresh-
old of the council-chamber or the
custom-house.

It was my intention to have brought
into discussion the inconveniences to
which Nonconformists are subjected
by the present state of the law with
respect to the reg istration of the births
of their children ; inconveniences which,
like the grievance of the Marriage
Law. are the result of that incongru-
ous union which subsists between
functions purel y civil and those of an
ecclesiastical nature ; but I mus t be
brief. It is well known that Dissen-
ters have made provision agains t the
loss , destruction or negligent keeping
of their congregational registers, by a
Register at Dr. Williams's Library, the
great utility of which cannot be dis-
puted , and ought to be still more
generally known. But as this register
is unsupported by any legal sanction,
the evidence supp lied from it is not in
a legal point of view of the highest
and most conclusive kind , and a recent
instance occurred at the Rolls' Court
in which the Register was not adr-
mitted . See 1 Jacob and Walker's
Reports , p. 483. It is understood
that the evidence has since been ac-
cepted ; but the legal difficulty un-
questionab ly remains, and may prove
a fruitfu l source of vexatious and cx^
pensive delay whenever it is urged. It
is passing strange, that in a case of
such general concern i n-cut , and which
by no means presses exclusivel y upon
Dissenters, (fo r the children of Dis-
senters sometimes swell the ranks of
Conformity,) the Jlegislature should
suffer the squeamish scrup les of a few
of the Church clergy to stand in the
way of reformation. If the obje ct
were to make the clergy the collectors
of a tax for some j ust and necessary
war, how f e w  of them would express
any distaste for the office , or that part
of it in particular which would bring
them into collision with the self-ex,.
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communicated Dissenter I This j$ npj
an uncharitable prognostication , but is
grounded upon fact and experience.

By the statute 6 and 7 William III.,
duties were imposed upon marriages,
births and burials, for carry ing on the
war against France with vigour • and by
the 24th section, persons in holy orders,
deans, parsons, &c, were, for better
levy ing those duties, directed within
their respective parishes, and to take
an exact and true account , and keep
a register in writing of all persons
married, buried, christened or born,
under a penalty of jg lOO.

By another Act , passed in the fol-
lowing year, (7 and 8 William III. c.
35,) after reciting that divers children,
who were born within this kingdom,
were not christened according to the
rites and ceremonies of the Church of
England , and many were christened
in private houses, nor were the pa-
rents of such children obliged to give
notice to their respective ministers,
of the births of such children , for want
whereof an exacc register of all per-
sons born was not kept , and many
persons chargeable with the duties
escaped payment : for remedy thereof
it was enacted , that the parents of
every child which should be born du-
ring the continuance of the Acts should ,
within five days after such birth , give
notice to the rector, vicar, curate or
clerk of the parish , of the day of the
uu ui oi sucn ciuiu , unuer penalty at
40«s\, the which rector , &c, \v;is re-
quired to tak e an exact and true ac-
count, and keep a distinct register of
all persons so born and not christened ,
for a fee of 6d., under a penalty of 4()a-.

It is wonderful that a regulation of
so much political utility should be
made dependant upon the continuance
of a paltry tax ; but , at any rate, we
possess in these exp ired Acts that all-
importan t allv, a precedent , in at-
tempt ing, at some convenient oppor-
tunity,  to impose on the clergy the
duty of registering the births of ^11
children within their parishes, without
distinction of sect , or at leas t to press
upon them the alternative of perform-
ing efficientl y the office of public
registrars, or ot relinquishing it alto-
gether. It is matter of notoriety, that
the Act , passed a f ew  years ago, rela-
tive to parochial registers , was rendered
very imperfect in its operation through
the intolerant scruples of some of the

clergy, there being, in fact, no pr©^
sion for recording the date of the
natural birth, which is therefore left to
other evidence, or to vague presuma.
tion as to the lengtji of the interval
between the birth and baptism. The
obj ections of the clergy on t^his point
are the more unreasonable, as it ha«
been solemnly decided that, according
to the canons of their own Church,
lay- baptism is as valid as any sprink-
ling by consecrated fingers .

If this union of the Church and
State, of ecclesiastical and civil func-
tions, is like the union of the ivy with
the oak, to blast or check all whole-
some improvement in the latter , the
more liberal adherents of the Church
must admit that the treaty of alliance
needs some revision, and that the
complaints of their Dissenting fellow-
subj ects are not , to this extent at
least, either selfish, frivolous or vexa-
tious. R. D.

140 Belief of the Patriar ch * and Isr aelites in a Futu re State.

¦¦»— ¦

Sir,
IN adverting to the inquiry, so point-

edl y yet modestly proposed in a
form er Number , ivhether the ancient
Pa triarchs and Israelites believed is
a f uture statex it may be observed,
first , that the Christian Church in
general hath been on the affirmative
side of the question ; and though this
is not an absolute proof of the fact,
yet, in a case which invol ves no palpa-
ble absurdity or contradiction, where
it is impossible to prove a negative,
and which admits at least of inauv
plausible reasons in its behalf, gene-
ral consent will operate as a consi-
derable argument in its favour , since
it is found, that, in similar circum-
stances, wise and reflecting incn in all
ages have thought nearl y alike upon
all great and important subjects . If,
therefore , under the light of nature
alone, such persons, reasoning from
the best ideas tjiey could form of the
Divine perfections and character , from
the present state of man , his fears and
his hopes, his desires of continued ex-
istence , and hie anticipations ot futu-
rity ; principles whicfr are not con-
fined to the learned and acute , but
are to be found , ij i different degrees,
in the lowest and most degraded ionns
of human society, and which will bid
defiance to all the opponents of i^tu"
ral religion , whether scep tic? or ultra-
believers, to the end of time : if fr°m



jbese prUKiipleŝ  tUpy arrived at oaar
siderable degrees of moral certainty in
this important point , for <c God and
nature ," says Mr. Baxter, " do uo-
thin 0" in vain," it must surely appear
strange, if the leading members of the
primitive church of God, with the ad-
ditional aid of particular revelations
and the occasional evidence of mira-
cles, shoul d deem these supernatural
inter positions as only intended to pro-
mote a length of days in the earthly
Canaan , and smo oth their path through
the present im perfect state, and leave
them finally in the darkness and si-
lence of the grave. They could at least
reason as well upon general principles
as Cicero or Seneca, Plato or Epicte-
tus, and the certainty of higher states
of existence and of superior beings, of
which they had absolute demonstra-
tion , wo u ld naturally elevate their
desires and expectations towards them.
But let us briefly attend to the out lines
of their history.

When the great Protoplast was in-
troduced into Paradise, as, on the one
hand , he could lay no claim to immor-
tality, so, on the other, he could enter-
tain no rational fear of dissolution,
while he maintained his allegiance and
integrity, and had continual access to
" the tree of life," as a pledge or sym-
bol of the Divine favour, and of his
cont inued existence and happiness :
for, being made perfect in his kind,
and favo ured with frequent communi-
cations from above, he could not avoid
formin g the most enlarged, the most
unlimited expectations from the Di-
vine bount y. To what end, would he
naturall y exclaim in the solemn season
of devout meditation,—to what end
hath the Almighty called me from
nothing in to being, and placed me
in this fair and well-furnished world ?
To what end hath he endowed me
with such astonishing powers and ca-
pacities, and rendered me superior to
the numerous tribes of animals with
which I am surrounded ? Wherefore
hath he made me capable of contem-
plating himself, of adoring his perfec-
tions, and of attaining to still higherand higher degrees of conformity tohis moral image and likeness ? Is it
that , after a few revolutions of the sea-8°ns, I should lie down in the dustai*d return to my primitive non-exist-eil(* ? Impossible ! Infinitely self-

sufficient to his owr ha^pinegtf, be Ityfrth
created me tor happiness also j $&{!
though as yet I have had no particular*
revelation of tl>e number of my d^yfi,
I will trust in his infinite goo<Jf*ess
and his infinite power, and entertain,
with gratitude and joy, the full, the
delightful , the inestimable persuasion,
that , while I continue to walk in the
paths which he hatk prescribed, I shall
continue to he a partaker, .in nay mea-
sure and degree, of his favour and of
his immortality .

But when Adam fell, these glorious
prospects were obscured ; they were
obscured9 but not obliterated or de-
stroyed. In strict law, indeed, he was
utterly lost ; and in him, consequently,
all his supposed posterity ; {the latter
not morally , but naturally ;) he was
judicially consigned over to death, not ̂
as some suppose, to eternal torments,
which are not mentioned in the recf > rd9
but to dea th, which was the penalty
annexed to the transgression : but
now mercy intervenes, the sentence
is suspended, a mysterious promise of
a restoration to himself and his race
is promulgated, and the first sinner^fro m a state of darkness and doubt
bordering- on absolute despair, is im-
mediately raised to a state of exalted
hope and confidence in God. In these
circumstances, during tke long course
of his earthly pilgrimage, and probjfcu
bly favoured with further Divine com-
munications of which we have «o
account, his hopes would naturally
improve, and his prospects brighten.
These sentiments would infallibl y b§
transmitted to his posterity, and con-
tinually receiving fresh accession and
increase ; for, "it is natural to sup-
pose, that God having oncê spoken tQ
man, mankind would retain and repeat
with great punctuality what had beei*
said , and listen after more." *

In the time of Seth we read, tha$
" men began to call upon the name of
the Lord ." Then commenced the
external distinction between the worJ4
and the Church. The heads of pious
families led the way, and "command-r
ed their children and their households
aft er them :" nor is it too much to
suppose, that they met together at
stated times, for public worship and

* Robinson's Notes on Claude, Vref .
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Instruction, probably at the new
moons and on the sabbath-day, which
some have thought, as a day of rest,
was instituted in Paradise. We find ,
soon after , that " Enoch was trans-
lated without seeing death :" and Jude
informs us, that he " prophesied" and
preached to the people. Whether the
sacred writer here refers to a genuine
document or to an apocryp hal writ-
ing, the book itself existed long before
Christianity, and the quotation proves
that Enoch , or the author of the book ,
(which is all one in this case,) believed
" in the unity of God, and his natu-
ral and moral perfections, the essen-
tial difference of moral good and evil ,
and a day of future, impartial retribu-
tion." " Behold the Lord eometh
with his hol y myriads." * Noah ^ like-
wise, " was a preacher of righteous-
ness while the ark was preparing."
In the frequent supernatural revela-
tions with which Abraham was favour-
ed, (called, in Scripture language,
which is never to be taken literally,
*' talking with God, and seeing God,")
among other tokens and assurances of
the Divine regard, it was announced,
that " all the nations of the earth
should be blessed in him." Melchi-
aedech " was a priest of the Most
High God/' which, in the primitive
sense, conveys an idea of every thing
excellent and sublime, awful and al-
luring ! " How charming, upon a
primitive mountain, beneath the shade
of a venerable grove , the voice of a
Melehisedeck , the father, the friend
and priest of his peop le, publishing
good tidings of salvation ; and then ,
with hol y hand s, calling upon the
name of the JLord, the everlasting
God !"t

Although " the law came by Mo-
ses," both the moral and the cere-
monial , enforced by additional divine
sanctions ; yet , in reality, Moses
preached and taught something be-
yond the law : he taught the essential
goodness and placability of the Deity,
ascertained by the symbol of sacrifices,
and the promise of a mediator and
restorer , like unto himself. Pro-
phets and seers , in succeeding ages of
the church , were all "preachers of

* Robinson'* Notes on Claude , Prof ,
t I hid.

righteousness/' in opposition to theerrors and superstitions of the surrounding nations, and to the false pro"
phets, the blind leaders and visionary
enthusiasts of their own land • the
pastors that "destroyed and scattered
the sheep," instead of nourishing and
sustaining them.

After the Mosaic law was commit-
ted to writing, it became the standard
of sound doctrine. In the course of
time, synagogues were erected • and
" in the days of our Saviour, public
preaching was universal ; synagogues
were multiplied ; there were thirteen
at Tiberias, and at Jerusalem, they
say, four hundred ; including, per-
haps, the p roseuchas, or small places
for private prayer. We have onl y
short memoirs, analyses or abridg-
ments of the primitive sermons, which
were, doubtless, delivered more at
large ; but what is recorded is suffi-
cient to prove, that they taught the
primitive truths of natural and of the
then revealed religion, which included
the necessity of repentance, of devo-
tion and conformity to God, and the
doctrine of a future Redeemer and
Restorer." *

Now supposing that there is do
record in the Pe ntateuch sufficientl y
explicit to pro ve, that the doctrine of
a future state constituted a part of the
public instructions of the patriarchs,
or of the law of Moses, as it was pro-
claimed amidst the lightnings and
thunders of Sinai ; yet, is not the pro-
bability on the other side of the ques-
tion ? Were not the mysterious pro-
mises to Adam and to the. father of the
faithfu l, to Moses and to the succeeding
prophets , indicative , to their minds , at
least, of something greater and better
than mere earthl y power and domi-
nion , prosperity and glory ? What
were pardon of sin , conformity to
(iod, and a .sense of his favour , if the
effects  of them were to terminate with
the present state, and be finally lost
in the land of darkness and fo rgetfal-
ness ? What did the sacred historian
intend by his favouri te phrase, that
the primitive saints " were gathered
to their fathers" ? Did he mean only,
that their ashes should be mingled
together ? Was this the ultimate hope

* Robinson 's Notes on Cla ud*?, ?***•
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and expectation of an inspired pro-
phet ; of one who had such superior
Man ifestations of the Divine power and
presence, as to-have it recorded con-
cerning him , that , in a celestial collo-
quy, he " saw God face to face, and
conversed with him , as a man talketh
with his friend" ? When dying Jacob
said to his beloved son Joseph , " Be-
hold , I die ; but God shall sure ly be
with you, and bring you again to the
land of your fathers ;" was this all that
was intended ? In the history of the
Patriarchs we read, that, for the most
part , they were diverted of their earthly
frames with little bodil y suffering", and
in a state of mind comparatively tran-
quil and serene ; but could thi s have
possibly been the case if eternal an-
nihilation had been before them : If
they had no prospect of a future re-
corj pence, but, in the language of the
sceptic , were " about to take a leap
hi the dark" ? Life is, indeed , a great
blessing in proportion to its length
and utility ; man , considered merel y
as a rational animal, has enjoyments
and privileges far above the brutes ;
virtue gives much in hand , and much
in reversion , in the benefits we can
procure for ourselves, for our descen-
dants and for posterity ; but stil l,
the blank of death without the pro-
spect of futurity draws a veil over all
our comforts , and must have chilled
the devotion even of an Abraham or a
Noah , a Moses or a Methuselah.

Moreover , the translations of Enoch
and Elijah , in conj unction with the
successive visions and revelations from
Moses to Malachi, would combine to
produce in their order, fresh argu-
ments in behalf of a future state ; and
the former operate as a striking and
indubitable p roof of the reality of
such a state ; a sensible encourage-
ment to their faith and hope, at least
in the minds of considering persons,
who would be zealous on all proper
occasions to promote the influence of
this grand and important principle;
for , by an eusv inference and analoirv.
^dependent of abstrac t reasoning,
they would be led to conclude, that if
among the leading and distinguished
characters of the ancient world, some,without controversy, were highly wor-y of a future existence, and two>«« they had reason to believe, so sig-auy loured as to be actually intro-

duced into it " without seeing death/*
it was highly unreasonable to suppose,
that the great mass of mankind should
be overlooked ; man being, by his very
nature, accounta ble, and the indivi-
duals of his race, however differing:
from one another in external advan-
tages, in sp iritual attainments and
moral qualities , in talen ts and capa-
city, yet fro m this very circumstance,,
as well as many others , partaking of
a sameness or similarity which renders
them amenable to the tribunal of their
Maker, who Ls not to be regarded only
in the awfu l sublimities of his na-
ture, his infinite power, wisdom and
knowledge, but in unison with his
inimitable excellencies and perfec-
tions, his justice, mercy and good-
ness, as the moral governor and final
jud ge of his rational offspring.

Nor are the Jewish Scriptures so
silent upon this subject as some sup-
pose. Besides the passages above re-
ferred to , numerous texts might be
cited in favour of this opinion ; but
a few for the present may suffice.

Atter the fall , Adam and his poste-
rity were placed (says Matt. Henry )
"in a second state of probation , upon-
new terms ;" and the sum and- sub-
stance of the new primitive law was
comprised in the blessing and the curse
set before Cain , in these- memorable
words : " If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted ? And if thou doest
not well , sin lieth at the door." The
succeeding Pat riarchs lived under the
influence of these divine sanctions.
" Noah was a just man , and perfect
in his generation ;" and Abraham
" was called the friend of God." In
the record of his death , the peculiar
expression firs t occurs, "he was ga-
thered to his people," a phrase which
seems to imply, at leas t , as before
hinted , a deliverance from absolute
death , and a safe conduct under the
Divine keeping. Isaac, in blessing
Jacob, imp lores for him <c the blessing
of Abraham , to him and to his off-
spring." Jacob, in his las t interview
with his child ren in the land of Egypt ,
though in the prophetic sp irit he
chiefl y foretells temporal blessings
and events , yet does not confine him-
self to these, but breaks out in the
midst into a holy ejacu lation,—" I
have vvaited for th y salvation , () Lord ."
Moses, in his divine song, recited before
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the elders of Israel, characterizes the
Defty as '* the Rock, whose work is
perfect, whose ways are judgment, as
a God of truth, and without iniquity,
as the Father that had bought them,
made theft* and established them."
And had all these sentiments no re-
ference to futurity ?

When Moses died, it is said " the
Lord buried him, and no man knew
of his sepulchre -." this, to a believing
Israelite, must have conveyed a pe-
culiar and encouraging idea. As we
proceed, we meet with numerous al-
lnsions and references to something
g-feater and better than mere earthl y
felicity. In the prophecies, the Deity
is represented as loving his people
*r with an everlasting love," far ex-
ceeding the love of parents to their
infant offspring ! A kingdom is de-
scribed , where "the work of righteous-
ness shall be peace, and the effect of
righteousness, quietness and assurance
for ever ;" and Daniel saw a vision,
similar to that of John, where " the
Ancient of Days did sit, the judgment
was &et, and the books were opened •"
and he prophesied, that hereafter
** some shall arise to everlasting life,
and some to shame and lasting con-
tempt ; and they that be wise shal l
rfhiue as the brightness of the firm a-
ment , and they that turn many to
righteousness, as the stars for ever
and ever" !

(To be continued.)

Account of the Establishment of Pres - t
byter ianism in Manchester. n

No. III. J
(For Nos. I. and II., see Vol. XVI. pp. ta

387 and 528.) s<
Sin

I 
NOW send you further extracts
from the Register of the Presby-

terian Cl&ssis, which I am sorry I
could not prepare sooner.

" The 14th Meeting at Manchester,
January 12<>, 1647.c <> . Mr . Constantiiie desired fro m the
Clasfli.H to warne Mr. Briggs to come to
tint Clasps the next Meeting, 2d Feb.
1647.

"The 15th Meet ing at Manchester,
February 2<>, 1647. "

The greatest part of the minutes of
fliia Meeting relate to the quaml be-

tween Mr. Benson and the Elders atChollerton. See the 13th Meeting -
concerning" which the following- is tul
decision of the Classis :
" James Chorlton acknowledged that hehad wronged Mr. Benson, and that he

was sorr y for it. This he was ordered to
do by the Classis.
"The 17th Meeting at Manchester

March 8°, 1647.
" 4. Henry Gregory and Richard Rogers

(E lder at Flixton) brought in a charge
against Mr. Woolmer , minister there
for clandestine marriages.

" Mr. Woolmer to bee summoned to
the next Meeting. The said H. Gregory
and R . Rogers to have warrant for wit -
nesses.

" 5. Summ ons to be given to J ames
Chorlton , Elder at Chollerton , to shew
cause why he doth not act as an Elder .

" 6. John Barlow, Elder at Chorlton ,
desired to give notice to Mv. Clayton]
minister of Didsbury, to shew cause at
the next Meeting, wh y he proceedeth not
to election of Elders.

"The 18th Meeting at Manchester ,
April 5<\ 1648.

"4. Mr. Angier desired to j oyne with
Mr. Clayton to move the Elders elect at
Didsbury to come and undertake the
worke, and to return answer thereof at
the next Meeting.

" 8. James Chorlton being called to
shew cause why he doth not execute his
office of Elder , alledged , that they have
never sitten as an Eldershipp, that he is
unf i t , desir es to be freed from his office.
The businesse differ 'd till the next Clas-
sis, till Mr. Benson be acquainted there-
with.

" 10. Mr. Constantine being desired
to shew cause, wh y the governmont is
not settled with them , answered , That
the Classis gave liberty to deferr it. Mr.
Angier and Mr. H arison are desired to
take cognizance of the causes, and repre-
sent them.

" The 19th Meeting at Manchester,
May a°, 1648.

" 16. Otildham Congregation desire
that they might not bee pressed to set up
the government at present , because o(
some obstructions , (though they be wil-
linge and desireouse of it ,) but they hope
those obstructions will shortl y be re-
moved ; and they have tyme given till the
next Classe, to see if those obstructions
bee then removed.

" The 20th Meeting at Manchester,
June 14th, 1G48.

" 3. It was ordered that the business
conceruinge the Congregation of Ouldha ai
shall be called upon fehe next Clasfle .

" 4. Mr. Anthonie Allen desired Or-
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fliuatioo , brpugjit certifig^tppf his abiUtie
and good life and conversation, hee shew-
eth a request and desire from roanie of
the people at Qultoxi in Lincplneshj re,
that hee might bee their mjpister, it is*
eitjoyned unto him to fringe a certificate
to the next Claris-that, tW.saijie place vs..
without a minister, and t^at he hath the
consen t of the patron.
" A letter is to be written to the mem-

bers of the congregation at Oulton to
eive them notice what is requested of us
by iMr. Allen, and to desire of them sa-
tisfaction that no other minister hath
right u nto , or is in the place ; and that
Mr. Allen hath the consent of tfye Pa-
tron.

*' 6. Mr. Walton came to the Classis
and shewed his dismission from the con-
gregation of Horwich, and a dj smissj oii
fro m the congregation of Boulton, and
Samuel Tayler (one of the Members at
Blakeley) witnesseth he£ had the assent
and desire of the people at Blakejey to be
their Minister ; it was ordered, more of
the congregation should come to the next
Classis to give satisfaction thereof.

"The 21st Meeting at Rtanchester,
July 12o, 1648.
" 2. Mr. Walton manifested the ds§ire

of the congregation at Biakely to have
him to bee theire Minister, by a further
testimonie of Josephe Coster^ine, Law-
rence Wahvorke, Thomas Clough, John
Travis and William Cheetham, who
affir med they were sent by the Congrega-
tion there to testirle there absent as afore-
said.
" 3. It is thought fitt, that Mi*. Wal-

ton proceede according to ordinal?ce o£
Parliament to malve a preparatory Ser-
mon , and so to procee/ie ta election of
Elders in liis the said congregation with
what convenien t speede hee ca,nn.

" 4 . The businesse that concerneth
Ouldham is continued , and ordered to be
called upon the next Classis.

" 7. Mr, Anjj ier, Mr. Clayton and
William Boothe are still desired to de^ewith those ej ected Elders at Didsburie
to accept there office before the next
Ciassls."

Two or tUrqe similar minuter of
former Meetings relative to the ap-
pointment of Elders at Didsbury, havenot been transcribed .

8. Mr. Hollinworth cave account ofMr . H arrison 's and his jou rney to Prestonby
^
the appointment of the Classis, viz.,

First, that there was an appearancefrom each Classis.
' Secondly, that all those that appear-

. *}l(1 agree that they may acte pro-
^^^y* and appointe tyme, and p^eim ^^gates for the nrovinciall assem-

blie,, upon the late ordinance of Parlia-
ment.

"Thirdly, that the first provihciall
meetinge to bee the eigh t of August next,
in the Ch urch at Preston, and Mr. Am-
brose to preach the same day at ten of
the clocke.

*' Fourthl y, that three Ministers and
six ruleing ELders shall be delegated to
the provincial assemblie from everie
Classis, and have letters of credence
from the moderator of the said ClassU
under his hand.

" 10. It was this day agreed }u the
Classis, that every Minister in this Classis
should in there several congregations give
notice of the Provincial! Assemblie, Au-
gust the eight, and shall instructe there
people toucninge the nature , use and
ben efltt thereof. And desire there con-
gregation s jointl y and earnestly to pray
to the Lord for his blessinge upon that
meetinge the next nationall Fast-day.

" The 22d Meeting at Manchester,
August 1°, 1648.

<c 4. Delegates appointed by the first
Classis within the province of the Coun-
tie of Lancaster, for the Provinciall As-
semblie at Preston , the eight of August ,
1648.

"5. M inisters,—Mr. John Ang ier , Mr-
John Harrison , Mr Richard Hollinwerth .
" Elders ,—Peter Egerton, Robert Hyde,

Richard Haworth, Esqrs.; Robert Ash-
ton, Peter Sergeant, Edward Johnson^Gents., Ruleinge Elders.

" 6. The unwillingenes of tliose chosen
Elders for Didsburie to undergoe there
office, was certified by a note under there
hands, delivered hi by William Boothe.

" 7. Certaine things were reade and
approved to bee propounded to the Pro -
vinciall Assemblie, and submitted there-
unto by the Delegates assigned by this
Classis, and the moderator is to subscribe
the same.

" The 23d Meetinge at Manchester ,
September 5°, 1648.

"5. It was reported from the Provin-
ciall Meetinge at Preston , that exception
was taken , for that all the Elders dele-
gated fro m th is Classis did not appeare.
It was for there excuse declared , t hat they
were of the Comittee for this countie :
and that the necessitie of the affaires of
the countie would nor , in regarde of the
present dangers , permit there then ap-
pearingc at that ty me.

"¦ 9. Samuel Pendleton chosen an
Elder for Blakel y Chappell came to be
examined, was examined and appro ved
for his knowledge.

" The 24th Meetinge at Manchester ,
September 29°, 1648.

C i  4. There was a petition brought iu
and attest by foure men from Ouldhaiu
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against the validitle of the election of
Elders at Ouldham.

" The hearinge of the busincsse was
defercd till the next Ciassis.

" 5. In the meanetyme twoe Minis-
ters are desired to meete and heare the
differences among the Members of the
con grega t ion , and compose the differences
amongst th em , and gi ve accoun t wha t
they doe th e te in the next  Ciassis.

"M r. Ang ier and M r. Harrison are
desired to be the Minsters .

< tl 10. Ordered publ icke notice bee
given in the Parish Church of Prestwich,
tha t  Mr. Fuinesse haveinge a call to
Bury,  desireth dismission from the Ciassis
f rom Prestwich , they are to come in to
shew cause to the contrarie, if they ha ve
cau se.

" The 25th Meetinge "at Manchest er,
the 7 th  October , 1648.

" 2- There came some of the congre-
gation of Ro stourne , and declared that
they were desireouse to have Mr. M a r t i n -
dale to be there Minister  at Ros tourne
aforesaid , and hee wi th  them desired
Ordinat ion from this Ciassis ; they  ten-
dered a cer t i f icate  to manifes t  his  call to
tha t  ulace under  the  hands of above 268

j

of the  said congregation. lice delivered
in a cer t i f ica te  of his age, tha t hee was
25 years of age ; and hee brought like-
wise a ce r t i f i ca te  tha t  hee had taken  the
n a t i o n a l l  covenant .  Hee was admi t t ed
to e x a m i n a t i o n  to the end the Ciassis
mi ght  receive, sa t i s fac t ion  of his f l tnes for
the  M i n i s t r i e s , and so mi ght cert ihe the
same to t h e  C o m i t t e e  above , to the  end
his civi l l  ri ght , may be cleared to Rostorne
aforesaid ; hee was app roved  so far as he
was proceeded w i t h  in his ex a m in a t i o n .

" 6 M r .  A n t h o n i e  Al l en  came t ) t he
Ciassis , and broug ht  a p r e se n t a t i o n  from
t l i e  pat ron at O u l t o n , and sa t i s f yed the
Ciassis of t he  vacancie of t h e  p lac e at
O u l l o n  ; hee is a d m i t t e d  to  ex a m i n a t i o n ,
and approved so fai r as hee w a s  proceed-
ed w i l h  in e x a m i n a t i o n .

"7.  Mr.  Joseph K e l l e t t  came out  of
N o t i n g h a m >-hi re  to  desire o r d i n a t i o n ; hee
b r o u g h t  ce r t i f i c a t e  of his  call to l l a u t o n ,
ncare N e w a r k e, a f f i r m e d  he was J i a t e h -
loure in A r t s , b roug ht  t e s t i m o n i e  of h i s
good l i fe  and  conver sa t ion  and  f n t ne s  for
t h e  M i n i s t  rie , was a d m i t t e d  to examina -
l i o n , and approv ed soe far as was pro-
ceeded w i t h  in his  e x a m i n a t i o n .

< l  8. M r .  Tlionuis Fowler came, out of
i he c ou n t  ie of Derbie ," <Kj <\ same as last,
m i n u t e , mutdtis mutandis .

41 The qu e s t i o n  gi \ e n  to  Air .  K e / l e t f ,
— An s in t  d i s t i n c l i  ordines Presbi teron.
A f l i r i n .

" 'J he ques t ion  given to Mr . !<\>w l«r ,
— A n  Pi rsbiteri  sin t  ejusdem ordinb.
A Hi nn.

" The question given to Mr. Martin*
dale,—An liceat mere privato in ecclesia
const i tuta publice concionare . Neg.

" The question given to Mr. Allen ,̂ .
An gra tia salutifera possit amit t i .  Nee.

" 9. Those of the congregation of
Ouldham that had pet it ion ed agai n st the
election of Elders at Ouldham , were ap-
pointed to bring in there exceptions , if
t hey ha ve any more t han are in there
petition , the next Ciassis.

" 10. There is noe cause shewed by
anie of t he con gregat ion of Prestw ich to
hinder Mr. Furuess his dismission from
that place .

'M l .  This day there was a petiti on
preferred to this Ciassis from manie of
the parishioners of Prestwich , t ak eing
notice of Mr. Furnesse intention to re-
move from thence ; and desireing no Mi-
n ist er may be placed the re without  the con-
sent of the major part of the parishioners.

" It was agreed to give them answeare ,
that the Ciassis hath  taken there petition
into consideration , and will give them
due and meete satisfaction accordinge to
there desire.

" The 26t h Meeti nge at Manchester,
the 21° November, 1648.

"2 .  There appea red di vers of t he
parishoners of Rostorne delivered a write-
inge unto  which there names were sub-
scri bed , and by such as were there pre-
sent attested , and subscribed by a pub-
licke notarie , as they said , who was
present and attested it , wherein they ob-
jected against Mr. Mart iudale 's ordi-
na t ion .

" S. It was resolved not to proceeed
to ordaine the  said Mr.  Mart indale  to
Ilostorne, till the  tytle lie had to the
place was cleared.

" 4. Mr.  A n t h o n i e  Allen , Mr. Josephe
Kellet t , M r .  Thomas Fowler , did all
br inge in there thesis , and disputed , and
were approved , and resolved to proceede
to ordayne them.

" The 27 th  Meet inge at Manchester ,
19th December, 1648.

" 4. The parishioners of Ouldham were
app ointed  to produce witnesses to prove
the i r e  except ions against  the  election ot
Hitlers at Ouldha in  the nex t Ciassis."

N.B. A similar minute  is reg istered
under  the next  Mcct 'niirc.

Ci

" The 28th Meetinge at Manchester ,
6th Januar i e , 164 8.

" 6. Kvami Clarke , by generall consent
of t h e  Ciassis , is app ointed , pro temp <> rt \
for t h e i r  Register .  And  Mr. l l oU invv or th
ent rea ted  to overlooks and to have an
eye upon h im .

" Mr.  Isirch , schoolmaster , at Vx^'
wieh , j\s by t h e  Klders thereof to be ap-
pointed to appeare at the  next Cl;u»sl(a



Meetinge at Manchester, for bapti&einge
children , and for makeinge clandestine
marriages.

"The 29th Meetluge at Manchester ,
Febru ary 13, 1648.

<< None of the Elders of Flixton ap-
peared "

This minute is entered in the Regis-
ter of several former Meetings.

<< 2. There appeared severall other
Eldersh i pps to the number appointed for
a Classe.

" 3. Th e generali t ie of the people of
Ne wton did appeare before this Classe,
and there did declare theire willingnes to
have Mr. John Walker to bee there
Mini ster.

<< 4. Mr. John Walker appointed to
preach the  next Classical! Meetinge , at
Manchester , being the 13th of March next .

" d.  Mr. Dury hath beene examined in
Log icke , Phi sick s, E thicks, Metaphi sicks,
Greeke and Hebrue.

" 8. M r. Birch , schoolmaster , at Prest-
wich is once more to be advertised by
the Elde rs there , to appeare befo re this
Classe for haptiseinge children privatel y
wi th out  order , and to appeare upon
Tuesday the 13th of M arch next.

" 9. It  is ordered , tha t  the Elders
elected for Ouldham come in the next
Classe to bee examined in point of know-
led ge, and that  t he  said Elders elected
have notice of it publickel y in the said
congregation.

" The 30th Meetinge at Manchester,
March 13th , 1648.

"2. This Classe have rend red thanks
to Mr. John Walker f o r  his pames m
preacheinge before the said Classe.

"4.  Agreed tha t  the  exhortation fro m
the Provincial!  Assemblie be read e in
cve rie congregation wi th in  this Classis
the next Lord' s Day, beinge the 18th of
March ins tant.

" 7 . A warrant  to bee drawne up to
bringe in the  witnesses to t es t i f ie what
they can against Mr. Birch , schoolmaster ,
at Prestwieli , for pr ivate  bapt i /c inge oi
childr en , and inakeinge clandestine inar-
r iiiu ,vs .

H. Agreed th a t  there bee a solemne
day of h i m i i l i a i i o n  lo be kept , at Manches-
ter , upon t lu >  g rounds  and reasons in a
pe t i t i o n  presented to us b y some of thy
well- affected in Mancl ics ler .

' At  t h e  fi rst Classe w i t h i n  the pro-
vince of the Count ie  of Lancas-
te r , A pril 10th , I CrW.

A copie of a warrant  for Mr. Birch ,
^•hooUuaster , :it Prestwich.

Foiasi i i i ieb as Mr . Birch , schoole-
nunster , <ii Prestwich , beiuge not ap-
proved by this ClasHc lor the exerciseinge

of anie part of the Mi nisteriall funct ion
within these bounds, hath beene hereto-
fore admonished for baptizeinge of child-
ren , and ha th  contemned theire order ;
whose offe nce herein is fur ther  aggra-
vated by his bapt iseing in private con-
trarie to t h e  directorie.  and ha th  beeu
proved before them by oat h ; and have-
inge alsoe beene d i v e r s  tymes sumoned to
appeare before t h i s  Classe , has refused to
make due appeaveimce, these are therefore
puhlicklie to give notice fo your congrega-
tion at Prestwich , that the said Mr. Birch
is prohibited by this Classe to baptize anie
children e i t he r  publ iekl y or pr ivately, or
to exercise anie other parte of the Minis-
terial! function.  And these are fur ther
to give not ice  to the said Mr. Birch , to
appeare before this Cias^e at theire next
Meeteinge at Manchester , the  8th day of
May, or otherwise they must  proceede to
the fu r the r  censure of h im for his severall
contempts, and inakeinge clandestine mar-
riages , whereof there are comp lain ts made
un t o us/'

i our readers will perceive tluit the
change of the date of the year in the
Register is made in A pril ' .

In my selections fro m the Register,
though many items , by no means de-
void of interest , have been necessarily
omitted , to the best of my j udgment
I have given the prefe rence to those
which appeared most generall y inter-
esting. Perhaps I may be thought to
give too much rather than too little ;
or more probabl y in this , as in almost
every thing else , dif ferent  tastes will
decide d i f fe ren t l y. I shall  he guided
by any hint which you , Mr. Editor ,
may deem necessary .

M y next  communication I intend
to contain the Resolutions of tl\e
"Provinciall  Synod at Preston ,'* being
in number  forty-three .

W J.
P. S. Al low me in a few words to

correct ;ui erro r , probabl y < ;f the
press , in !)r. Carp enter 's Examinat ion
of M agce 's Charges. In a note in the
iHh page , Dr. C. ascribes what he is
p leased to desi gnate 4 < An able Lette r
on t he Atonement ," to Cm. of Man-
chester. It  oug ht to be J. ot Man
Chester , the lat ter  of the initials sub
scribed , above.

Kveslia tn ,
Sir , January 15 , 18:22.

r jKj ^HI ^ insertion of three harmless
JL letters from the Illinois, iu the
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Number for October, 1820, Vol. XV.
pp. 606—609, has been made the pre-
tex t for a very heavy charge against
the Monthly Repository. It is pre-
ferred by a Constant Reader and Oc-
casional Contributor to the Christian
Observer, in the Number for Novem-
ber, 1821, Vol. XX. p. 690, under the
signature of T. P. His letter is with-
out date, but says, " were the month
to pass away without bringing to my
door its Number of the Christian Ob-
server, I should feel as though that
month had lost a day of sunshine."
He adds, *c It happened, not long
since, that my favourite pamphlet
found its way to me in company with
a number of the Monthly Repository.
I am no reade r of the latter p roduc-
tion ; but my bookseller observing in
it some private letters, fro m a family
to which I am related \ now residing
in the Illinois State, North America,
sent it for my perusal."

T. P. describes himself, m oreover,
as f f  residing in a small town at a great
distance from the metropolis." He
Is of opinion the said letters should
not have been published without the
permission of the writers. Adding,
** This liberty, however, if not justifi -
able, loses its fainter hue of enormity,
when compared with the attacks on
public op inion, for which the Monthly
Repository is so j ustly  celebrated "
As he is " no reader " of this work ,
though his censure is intended to con-
vey no slight hue of enormity, it seems
as if T. P. j udged it not from exami-
nation, but f rom report. He should
have been more careful to avoid even
the appearance of " defamation ami
detraction ," against which the Society
of Friends, of which I suppose he is a
member, give salutary cautions, and
profess to bear a reli gious testimony .
lie should also have considered , that
an attack " on public op inion ," may
be sometimes not onl y innocent , but
useful and commendable. The writers
of the New Testament attacked it
boldly and with great etfect , as fai thfu l
witnesses and servants of their Lord
and Master.

T. P. does not think he is " wholl y
ignorant of the channe l through which
those letters found their way to pub-
lication," or of " one of the thotives

f o r  p rinting- them ;y y  viz. " to catch
the little, quiet , undisputkig bro ther-

hood, caited Quakers—in the compre-
hensive fraternal embrace" of the
Unitarians. This, he thinks , has of
late " been a favourite design with
them. And as those letters fro m the
Illinois were written in the style and
language" of the Quakers, he says
" it would seem to the undiscern imr
p ublic to corroborate this claim to
association."

Yet I think the public are not so
blind as this attack of T. P. supposes
for not one word do those letters con-
tain respecting Unitarians, or any of
their distinguishing doctrines. "This
error, however," adds he, 4< can only
operate on minds totally unacquainted
with the opinions, f eelings and wor-
ship  of the Quakers." It should
therefore, seem, if his object was to
correct the error into which the style
of his relatives had led your readers,
that he should have addressed you oa
the subj ect, not the Editor of the
Christian Observer. His next sen-
tence may, however, explain why he
did not, though he fancies you have
fewer readers among Friends than the
latter work , and being otherwise curi-
ous, I shall give it entire. He says,
" As this people have found their
happiness materially  guarded, by
avoiding, as much as possible, all dis-
putes on theological questions, I am
not going to drag them into the arena
of controversy. But I cannot appre-
hend any danger , from throwing into
the pages of the Christian Observer
(for no periodical work is so much
read , or so well received by them) a
passage I have lately met with, which
I think exp lains their feet ings on cer-
tain p oints of diff iculty y in a manner
that places them at an iuameivee dis-
tance from the hardy Unitarian ;" a
character as little alarmed at contro-
versy, as any he could have mentioned ,
because it is not apt to build on t ire
sand of human invention , but " on
that foundation which cannot be
moved ."

The document T. P. quotes for the
above purpose , is not from Perm a
4 * Sand y Foundation Shaken ," or any
other approved work of the earl y
Friends, but from " Dr. Waterland' rf
controvers y with Dr. Clarke/' as cited
"in a letter from Edward N ares to
Francis Stone," two entire strangers
to me. This quotation informs us ,
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" Tlt̂  **« ^fcrfetiaite <***% teZietf eti
that M* F ather, Son and //o/y Ghost,
\t\ wbt^se name they Wer£ baptized, and
whom ^**y tioorshlped, were equally
divine; without troubling themselves
aboiit the manner of it, or the recon-
ciling it with the belief in one God."
It is much easier to make these asser-
tions than to prove them.

If, as Archdeacon Blaekburne ob-
serves, we read the supposed bap-
tismal form, Matt, xxviii. 19, as fol-
lows, "Go ye, therefore, and disciple
all nations (baptizing them) into the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost ;" there is not
a single tittle altered in the text of
the Evangelist, save In the pointing ;
and yet a very material alteration of
die sense of the passage obtained ,
which makes the two Evangelists
{Mat thew and Luke] perfectly con-
sistent with each, other. For as the
passage Stands above, explained by
the parenthesis, the commarrd to bap-
tize refers to no particular form at
¦all, and leaves us to suppose, what
was certainly the truth or the matter,
that tke apostles being* already well
acquainted with the form used in the
baptism of •Jes us, it was quite super-
fluous to enj oin it here.

St. John tells us expressly, chap.
*v. 2, that the disciples of Jesus made
and baptized other disciples to their
Master, and these not a few. This is
a sufficient proof without any other,
that the apostles of Christ were well
verged in the form of baptism pre-
scribed by our Saviour ; upon which
account; the repetition of it in this
solemn manner, is one of the last
things one would look for in this par-
ticular passage.

The Archdeacon. I need hardlv add .l he Archdeacon, I need hard ly add ,
^as of 

opinion that tlve word s in ques-
tion contain *' no baptismal form at
^11." Works, I. xxvi. Appendix B.
Barclay, in his Quakerism confirmed ,
^ys, *" That the apostles used the
*ords Father, Son and Holy Chost ,
when they baptized , etinnot be p roved ;
*»r less used *hey the word Trinity,
which was not invented [till ] long after
the apostles' days." Works, IIL i ;*9.
An <l , accordingly, he is entirely silentun that doctrine in 'his " Apology for
™e true Christian Divinity/ ' whichh<: of coonree thought might well do
w*lu>ut it . The Quakers have always

held ttrat the above text hafe no refcttfoA
whatever to water baptism.

Dr. Watefland, &s quoted by T. I*.,
adds, " Probably these plaid, honest
Christians believed evert/ p erson to be
God, and yet but one God." This is
oddl y enough called " the artless sim-
plicity of the primitive Christians,**
of which, however, the New Testa-
ment, the only, or at least the rnost
authentic record of their faith, affo rds
not even the slightest evidence. " It
seems they troubled not their heads
with any nice speculations about the
modus of it, till prying and pretending
men came to start difficulties , and
raise scrup les and make disturbances ;
and then," adds the Doctor, " it was
necessary to guard," not the purity
and simplicity of the apostolic faith,
as expressed in Scripture, but f€ the
faith of the church," in new notions
which required new terms " against
such cavils and impertinencies as began
to threaten it."

How did the church act in this diffi -
culty, as T. P. confesses it stHl is, to
reconcile the doctrine of the Divine
Unity, with that which he holds the
common doctrine of the Trinity ? His
oracle, Dr. Waterland, says, " Philo-
soph y and metaphysics were called in
to its assistance, but not till heretics
had shewn the way, and made it in a
manner necessary for the Catholics to
encounter them with their own wea-
pons."

This is, in other words, to say the
Catholics adopted heretical language.
I confess there is too much truth
in this, whether they or others first
set so had an examp le. " Some
new terms and particular applications
came in by this means, that such as
had a mind to corrupt or destroy the
faith" aforesaid, " might be defeated
In their purposes ; but after the here-
tics had invidiousl y represented the
Catholics as asserting a division ," by
the new terms they had adopted in
speaking of the one true God, instead
of those used by the sacred writers ,
and by their Lord and Master, " it
was high time," says the Doctor , "for
the Catholics to resent the, inj ury, and
deny," not disprove , *' the charge ."
He adds, " Then* was no occasion for
mentioning of three hypostases, ti l l
such as Praxeas, N oetus and Sabcllnis ,
had pretended to make one hyrrostasin

J i&tm w tke *< 43>WMfo* Vo&Hter* *n QttalrtrS and Ufti tnriam. 44^



an article of faith," which he calls
very properly " their prime position/'
"The 6fj L08o - iov itself," he says, "might
have been spared , at leas t out of the
creeds, had not a fraudulent abuse of
good words brought matters to that
pass, that the Catholic f ai th was in
danger of being* lost, even under Ca-
tholic language."

Such is the substance of T. P.'s
quotation , of which he says , " The
point I aim at is this—to refer the
reader to the simp le view of the f u ll
and sup reme divini ty of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost , ascribed
by Dr. Waterland to the apostles and
the primitive Christian s ; for precisely
the sam e view is taken of this high
doctrin e by the Quakers in the p resent
d ay ;  a view, which is greatl y con-
firmed by their almost exclusive use
of the Sacred Scriptures as the foun-
tain of their doctrines."

If  T. P. has done the Quakers j us-
tice, I must  say that on this point the
Unitarians have irreatlv the advantage
of them , for the Scriptures are not
merely " almost ," but the sole foun-
tain of their doctrines . Freely admit-
ting T. P.'s right to profess his own
faith in any words he may choose for
himself, or adopt fro m any writer,
ancient or modern , I must demur to
his competency to speak in such posi-
tive terms of the faith of the Quakers ,
even " in the present day ;" amongst
whom , perhaps, I have had as large
an acquaintance as himself , and at
least equal , if not better opportunities
of knowing their  sentiments , and how
very generall y t he most strict amongst
them of every class , even when closely
p ressed, refuse to admit in any sense
whatever , any distinction of persons in
the Deity . I hav e also re ad many of
the writings of their  best and most
approved authors , none of whom , so
far as J know, ever professed to hold
that doctrine. William Penn said ,
very trul y, in his Sand y Foundation
Shaken , for writing and publishing
which , being" a notable attack on
" publi c op inion ," he was persecuted
by his enemies , but app lauded by his
friends the Quakers , with remarkable
unanimi ty ,  that " the Scriptures un-
deniabl y prove that onk  is (*od , and
God onl y is that onl y one ; there-
fo re he cannot be divided into or sub-
sist," says he, " in an hol y three,

or three distinct and separate holy
ones ."

In pointing out " the absurdities
that unavoidably follow the compari-
son of—the vulgar doctrine of Satis-
faction, being dependent upon the
second person of the Trinity," he even
describes " Jesus Christ as a f inite and
impotent creature ," without reference
to the unscri ptural notion of two na-
tures, and his God and Father as
" the inf in ite and omnip otent Creator ."
I am aware that some of their ap-
proved authors have sometimes used
mystical language on the subject , as
nearl y approaching the present stand-
ard of reputed orthodoxy, as Sabel-
lians have long ago employed , but I
know of onl y one writer amongst
them who has gone so far as T. P.,
and that is the author, whom I much
esteem, of a work published in 1813,
by Wm. Phillips, London , and entitled
" Remarks suggested by the Perusal
of a ' Portraiture of Primitive Qua-
kerism, bv William Penn : with a
Modern Sketch of Reputed Ortho-
doxy/ &c, by Thomas Prichard ."

The Portraiture is reviewed in your
j ournal for 1812 (VII . 523). The
remark s on it have, I believe, not
come under your notice. I he greater
part of the pamphlet consists of a re-
publication of another tract of Perm's,
which was more to the Editor's taste
than the Portraiture, the readers of
which he describes as " introduced
to this amiable writer, only throug h
the medium of Unitaria n quotat ion "
Whereas , it must be confessed , the
other trac t is rather strong ly tinctured
with Sabellianism , but with noth ing
like " the common doctrine of the
Trini ty , " without  which he considered
the Quakers as consigned " to the
invidious  condition of the bat in the
fable , neither bird nor beast , with all
its pernicious consequences." Vet he
tells his readers , that Penn 's Sand y
Foundation Shaken , or the above Por-
traiture , tf  professes to attack all that
is of mere human author ity and inven-
tion in the tenets that relate to the
Trinity ,  imputed righteousness, and
the satisfaction and atonement made
by Christ." The author considered
the whole as founded on the sand ,
and tells us he " endeavoured a tow
enervation of those cardinal points ,
and chief doctrines so firm ly believed,

160 Letters in the " Ch ristian Observer" on Quakers and Unitarians .



and continually imposed for articles of
Christian faith."

T. P. concludes his letter to the
Editor of the Christian Observer by-
saying*, " $° strong is my desire to
detach the Quakers from that identity
with the Unitarians, under which some
mistaken minds regard them , that I
may perhaps feel rather gratified than
hurt at any consequences that may
result fro m the genera l diffusion of
this knowledge, that their tenets are
at an irreconcileable variance. T. P."
The Editors , in a courteous P. S., say
"T. P. will find a letter in our Vol.
for 1819, p. 582, signed Samuel Fen-
nel, containing a similar compla int
against the Monthl y Repository , and
a defence of the Society of Friends
from the charge of Socinianism.-"

In this letter S. F. does, indeed ,
repeat his totally groundless charge
against you. [XIV . 400.] As to his
defence of Friends , he has indeed
shewn , that the Quakers had not
wholl y discarded the term Trinity .
Directl y after his quotation , abruptl y
ending with an " &c./ ' Penn adds ,
"But they are very tender of quit-
ting Scripture terms and phrases for
Schoolmen 's, such as distinct and
sep arate p ersons, and subsistences , &c.
are , from whence peop le are apt to
entertain gross ideas and notions of
the Father , Son and Holy Ghost/'

I would willing ly remove T. P.'s
painfu l but groundless apprehension ,
that it is a favourite design with the
Unit arians to identify " their tenets"
with those of the Quakers , farther
than they actual ly approximate. They
can have no motive to do this. He
does not seem to be aware, that fro m
the time of Sabellius , those who " say
not hin g of three h ypostases [or per-
sons] but keep to one ," in expressing
their beli ef in (iod , have always been
considered by the reputedl y orthodox ,
as near l y allied to the Unitar ians , no t-
withstanding their occasional use , like
the Quakers , of obscure , ambi guous
or semi-orthodox language.

He has , I own , comp letel y absolved
himself fro m the imputation , but be-
fore he again asserts " that the Qua-
kers have precisely the same view of
th l * hi gh doctrine" as himself , I recom-
mend him to mak e farther inquiry ,
^t 

he 
should mistakenl y representhem as forsaking generall y or col-

i^Uvel y, the authentic test imony of
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scriptural revelation on this point of
primary importance , and teaching, in
its stead, for doctrine, the inventions
of men.

THOMAS FOSTER.

Sir ,

I 
HAVE several times endeavoured
to procure from the booksellers,

Yates's " Sequel" to his " Vindica-
tion of Unitarianism :" but the an-
swer is uniformly the same—out of
p rint. Now, Sir, as the theological
critic in the British Quarterl y Review,
with a meanness of dissimulation
which, I suppose, he would excuse by
the convenient subterfuge of inherent
moral incapacity, has sunk upon his
readers the existence of this tract,
although incidentally he betrays his
knowledge of it, and as the great
advocate of tritheis m and vicarious
righteousness himself, Dr. Wardlaw
continues with unabashed ostentation
to re-ad vertise in the Newspapers his
" Unitarianism incapable of Vindica-
tion ," may I ask why the " Sequel"
is not reprinted ? If the able author
himself be unwilling to risk the ex-
pense, (though I should have thought
the sale of the fi rs t edition a guarantee
for the success of the undertaking,)
why is not this tract , which so calmly
and rationall y exposes the hollow blus-
tering pretensions of the orthodox
school, reprinted and liberal l y re-ad-
vertised at the expense of the society ?

Let me take this opportunity of
suggesting also the expediency of re-
pr inting in a separate tract , and at a
cheap rate , the excellent and learned
Dr. Gardner 's " Posthumous Dis-
courses on the i r ini ty , " which appear
to state the respective grounds of the
Trinitarian , Ariau arid Unitarian doc-
tr ine , with a plainness , comprehen-
sion and acumen , calculated to make
a strong, p opular impression , and , at
the same t ime , to remove much of
the prejudice existing against the sim-
p licity of the ancient faith in minds-
pre-oecupied by college theology ; and
to awaken serious doubts whether
*' the things which they have learned"
be in reality " sound doctrine." This
little publication is fu rther needed as
a set-off* against the affected l y impar-
tial , but reall y dogmatic and bi goted,
not to say insidious , statement  ol
Dean Tucker ; entitled a " Hrief and
Dispassionate View of the Diflimltirs



Sir, Feb. 15, 1822.
IN the last Volume of the Reposi-

tory, p. 354, your ingenious and
learned correspondent, Dr. Jones, ani-
madverts upon my having" said that
" the New Testam ent disciples of
Jesus were pot ashamed or afraid to
own ' that worthy name by which they
were called.'" He conceives me
chargeable with "a total inattention
to the fact." He has not made it evi-
dent what " fact" he adverts to ; but
we cannot be mistaken if we under-
stand him as referring to one, or more
probably to both, of the statements
which immediately follow : " that all
the Jewish converts considered Chris-
tianity and Judaism as tlie self-same
religion $" and " th/it the name Chris-
tians was given the disciples by their
enemies as a term of reproach : and
that, for this reason, the apostles and
the converts made by them declined
the use of it."

Neither of these assertions can I
regard as " beyond controversy ;" and
I do seriously think that strong objec-
tions lie against them both. Nor do
I perceive that Dr. Jones has replied
to the remarks which I proposed upon
his sentiment, (I comply with his wish
in" not calling it hypothesis ,) that Philo
and Josephus were Christians. (Script .
Test.

^ 
I. 449, 450.) Till those remarks

are distinctly met, I do not feel myself
called upon to embark anew in the
dispute . My only object at present
is to say, that Dr. Jones has misap-
prehended the point of my reference.
Perhaps I did not express myself with
due explicitness : but the citation of
James ii. 7, I had supposed would
have prevented any misconception.
By the " worth y name" I did not
mean exclusivel y the appellation Chris-
tian , as my respected friend takes it ;
but the name Jesus, or the official
designation Chr ist, as well as the term
Christian : and to that name or desig-
nation the allusion was principally in-
tended . M y argument was , that bad
Philo and Josephus, and the persons
whom they speak of as having em-
braced J udaism, been really 'Chris-
tians, there would not have been the

deejp silence which reigns through the
writing's of the former, upon the nan^
and history of Jesus the Christ, ̂ Or
would the alleged Heathen convey
have avoided the being distinguished
as discip les of Jes us, or Christian*
It is, indeed, not improbable that the
appellative Christinn was firs t applied
to the followers of Jesus by their op.
ponents ; and that, according to a pre^
valent association of idea with Latin
adj ectives in anus denoting party, the
new term might have a discreditable
appearance . But it is worthy of otu
servation , that this term was invented
and brought into us$ \vith reference
to the first Gentile church, and at the
time when the right of Gentiles to the
blessings and privileges of the gospel,
without being subjected to circumci-
sion or any other Judaical observance,
was established by apo.stoftcaj autho-
rity. Thus there yraŝ  

prima fad e,
$ome reason why converts from Hea-
thenism to the religion of Jesus should
have been the more eminently called
Christians. If the name had an un.
friendly origin, it would soon, ac-
cording to the common principles of
human nature, cease to convey an un-
welcome association, and would be
accepted and gloried in as a badge of
honour. About eighteen years after,
we find the fapo&tle Peter writing
thus : "If any one of you suffer as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed,
but let him glorify God on tj iis be-
half." 1 Peter iv. 16.

It can scarcely be necessary for me
to add, that the argument is not nul-
lified by the passage which has been
sometimes called the testimony of
Josephus to Christ • for it appears to
me very satisfactoril y shewn by Lard-
ner and others, that the passage is
spurious .

Match 9.
Unavoidable hindrances prevented

my finishing this letter in time for the
last month. I proceed to Dr. Jones's
critical and doctrinal remarks on Phil.
ii. 6—8, in pp. 535, &c. of your last
volume.

(J . )  He asserts " that kto. Sty is a
parallelism wiJti ev f*op(pri &eov , and is
but a varied expression of the same
idea." This appeals to me to be im-
puting to the apostle an absolute tau-
tology. If the two ter/ns are synony-
mous, each of them may be put — a '
then the apostle will be made to say,
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attending- the Trinitarian, Arian, and
Socinian Systems/' to which it forms
no less striking a contrast in force,
than in fairness of reasoning.
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"Being », he deemed it not a thing to
be grasped £t to be + "

(2.) On the meaning* \<tql &etpy it would
ke unreasonable to asl̂  you to 

reprk>t
the reasons and the authorities from
Greek writers, especially the Septii a^
rint which are addtteeA in the Script.
Test. (II. S85—402, 414,415) to sup-
port the in terpretation of the phrase
which the evidence *>f th$ Gase appears
to me to warrant. Those who are
sufficientl y interested in the question
to take the trouble of the examination,
will, perhaps, do me the favour to
weigh my arguments befor e they reject
my interpretation.

(3.) To Dr. JVs mode of supplying
the ellipsis which he supposes the
passage to require, I feel no objec-
tion : nor does it militate against the
doctrine of the Deity of Christ, except
upon the assumption of what we most
earnestly protest against, that, iu hold-
ing that doctrine, we suppose that tke
death of Jesus was the death of Jeho-
vah. That doctrine attributes to the
Lord and Redeemer of mankind, not
only the Divine Nature with all
its essential perfections, but also the
human nature with all its p rope r
qualities.

(4.) I must likewise protest against
Dr. J.'s seeming to impute to me the
opinion " that God has any form, or
that form and nature have here the
same meaning/' To which assump-
tion he adds, <c In this confusion ,
gross and palpable as it is, is founded
the interpretation put upon this pas-
sap by the orthodox divines." What
I had said concerning the use of f ^p <fy^in this passage was to this purport :
that the word " can be understood of
the Divine Being only in the way of
an imperfect analogy. As the visi-ble and tangible figure of a sensible
object is, iii ordinary cases, the chief
property, and frequentl y the only one,by which we know the obj ect and dis-tinguish it fro m others ; so, that part
?* what may be known of God, (Rom.
*• *y ,) that which distinguishes himworn all otlier objects of our mental
apprehension , may thus , allusively^d analogically, be cal led the form0 dod. Therefore, dropping the
^£ure, the notion is evidently that ofPacifi c difference , or essentia l andai *tinKuishing- propertie s. It might,conceive, be uuexceptionablv ex-

pressed by the phrase, « Th6 ehara c^
teri&tics of God."

(5.) Of a passage of Josephus, ad-
duced as an instance of this analogical
sense of uopcp r i, my re&pected friend
affi rms, " This is said in reference to
the Greeks, who represented their
gods under material images ; and the
object of the writer is to set aside that
superstitious practice. His words are
to thk effect : ' God is not in the
least visible in form ; it is, therefore,
most absurd to represent him under
forms that are visible/ "

The passage in question is a part of
a long and interesting recital, in the
style of just panegyric, of the religion,
laws and manners of the Jews. The
paragraph from which a small part
only, for the sake of brevity, was cited
in the Script.Test., is as follows : f€ God,
the all-perfect and blessed, possesses
a^l things, himself sufficient to himself
and to all other beings, the beginning
and the midst, and the end of all. He,
though displayed by his works and his
kindnesses, and more manifest than,
any other being whatever, yet, as to
his nature [literall y form! and great-
ness, is the mo&t remote from our
view. All material substance, even
the most valuable, compared to iris
image, is worthless : and all art is
incompetent to the conception of au
imitation. We can neither conceive,
nor is il lawful to imagine, any thing*
as a resemblance to him. We see his
works ; the Kghi, the heaven, the earth,
the sun and moon, the waters, the
venerations of animals, and the pro-
auctions of vegetation. These hath
God made, not with hands, not with
labours , not needing any assistants ;
but, by the mere act of his will deter-
mining- these good things, they in^
stantiy came into existence, good
according to his design. Him we alV
ought to follow, and serve by the
practice of virtue ; for this is the holi-
est manner of serving God ." The
reader will judge, whether it is the
more probable that Josephus here
uses pxp 4 > *} in the sense of those who
formed corporal ideas of the Supreme
Being, or to denote the characteristic
and spiritual properties (the metaphy-
sical form) of that Infinite Nature.
Other and not contemptible evidence
for this sense, may be seen in Eisner,
(Obs. in N. T. II. 241,) and it b un-
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questionable that the Greek fathers,
who were likely to understand their
native language, took [xop cp Yj, as here
used by the apostle , to signify cp va-iq
and ovcricc. " As the f orm of a ser-
vant ," says Chrysostoin , " signifies no
other than real and perfect man, so
the form of God si g nif ies  no other than
God/' See Suiceri Thesanr. II. 377,
37^. If .there be any propriety in ex-
plaining the phraseology of the New
Testament by the use of terms among
the followers of Aristotle, "it is un-
questionable " savs the learned and
pious Sir Richard Ell ys, (Fortuita
Sacra , p. 189 ,) "that with them f ^ opf p rj
was used to signif y to eivoci twos, that
which constitutes the essence of a sub-
je ct. I venture , therefore , still to
think that Sehleusner , in giving this
interpretation , had a l i t t le more reason
on his side than that " he mi<dit as
well have said that white may mean
black."

" 1 he form of a slave/ ' says my
learned friend , " means the death of
a slave/' That the apostle, in using
the expression form of a servant or
slave , had no reference at all to << r the
death of the cross" which he so soon
after mentions , 1 by no means affirm :
but that this was the sing le circum-
stance comprised in the allusion , does
not appear probable. The frequent
use of (jovXoq in the New Testament , in
various moral si gnifications , suggests
a more extensive app lication of the
ideas of servitude to the circumstances
of the. Lord ?J esus. See John xi i i . H> ,
xv. 20, and the numerous  passages in
which the  apostles and ( -h r i s tn ins  in
general are called se rvant s  of God , or
of Chr i st  ; whi le , on t he other  hand ,
w icked men are represente d as the
servan t s  or slaves of sin .  in  the ,  whole
view of the case , t here appears to me
most evidence- t hat our Lord' s " ta k-
ing the  form of a servant ''  denotes his
subm ission , in his assumed human
n ature , to " the  characteristics of that
servitude and di shonour  which sin has
inm'cted upon our nature , and upon
all our  circumstances in the present
state ; tha t  which is called in Scri p-
ture (77 '( j ovXeirx  rrj c; < \) 9ooot q) * the bond -
age , serv i tu de , or slavery of corrup-
t ion . ' " ( Sc r ip t .  Test . I I .  41CM

J) r.*Jones is equall y confident that
"a form of Cod can onl y mean a
divine or sp lendid form :" and he has

no hesitat ion in regarding* the expres,
sion as an allusion to the transfigUra-tion of Jesus, on the mountain , where
" he assumed an appearance bright as
the sun, and was seen to converse with
Moses and Elias ;" and that , fro m this
magnificent appearance, Peter eagerly
conceived the hope of Christ's evad -ing his predicted sufferings and death.
The Doctor has depicted the scene
with great ingenuity and pathos. (̂
the opinion , I beg leave to remark :

1. That the allusion supposed rests
onl y upon conjectural grounds.

2. That , had it been intended by
Paul , it is reasonable to think that he
would have made his allusion m ore
definite , as Peter did in referring to
the very transaction : 2 Pet. i. 18.

3. That the tense of v7ra,p %cov does
not well agree with the supposition of
reference to a single past fact , while
it properly comports with the idea of
a state or habit. Had the former been
the object of reference, the proper
form of the particip le would have been
VTTGCpEoC C.

4. That , if the allusion were admit-
ted, a believer in the proper Deity of
the Saviour might reasonabl y conten d
that the " form of God" most natu -
rally and justl y expresses some mani-
festation , by the symbol of a visible
brightness exceeding that of tbe most
magnificent obje cts in nature , and pro-
babl y similar to the repre sentations
mad e to Moses and others of the pro-
phets , of that Divine Nature and Per-
fection which he believes , on other
and independent  grounds , that the
Scrintures ascribe to Christ.

(() .) \^v. Jones , whose soul is fil led
with the  enthusiasm imbibed from his
f ami l i a r i ty  with  Crecian poetry and
eloquence , declares his " unspeakable
p leasure" in disclosing to the wor ld
his discovery that this passage of the
K pistle to the l'hilipp ians contains
allusions to Aristotle's Hymn to Vir-
tue. I must , however, confess th at
my duller powers of perception cannot
see clearl y the evidence of thi s disco-
very . The resemblances appear to
me to be faint and precarious . In-
deed , if J am not mistaken , much
closer coincidences of both thoug ht
and expression often occur to men or
reading, in authors of widely different
a#es and nations, and of whom it ij
certai n that neither could have received



is not a i'tean , but a Scolion. In  no
part < .\ f this little production is Iler-
niv 'uis said , or so fur as I can per-
ceive imp lied , to be " invested with
a form sp lendid as the sun ;" and
pop l>r} is app lied , not to him , but  to
Virtue. The supposed parallelism of

the hi*lfe fr° ra ^e ot^erk I am well
aware of the " obscuri ty" which, as
Mr. Locke remarks, has been " una-
voidabl y brought upon the writings of
men who have lived in remote ages
and different countries ,5'—" wherein
the speakers and writers had very dif-
ferent notions , tempers, customs, orna-
ment? , and figures of speech , every
one of which influenced the significa-
tion of their words then, though to us
now they are lost and unknown ,'''—so
that " it would become us to be cha-
rit able one to another, in our interpre-
tat ion or misunderstanding of ancient
writing." (Ess. Hum. Und. Book
JJI. ch ix. § 10, 22.) I do not there-
fore take upon me absolutel y to con-
trad ict the supposition of an infamous
concealed meaning in. this celebrated
little poem ; but I own that  it appears
to me altogether improbable , and that
I am disposed to regard the revolting
imputation upon the philosop her and
the unfor tunate  ruler of Atarneus, as
a calumny . The charge of imp iety ,
broug ht b y an obscure person against
Aristotle , appears to have referred
solely to his having been in the habit
of s inning this hvmn , in honour  of the
memory of his murd ered friend , pa-
tron and relative, though it was deemed
a Paean , and , consequently, was consi-
dered as an a ffront to .Ap ollo : very
unreasonabl y, for a Paean was et homi-
tium ct dv.orum la udes y and was not
restricted to its primary app lication.
Athenia ns , however , maintains that it

or d p irocy ^ioq and Orjp ocfxcc is not very
close, and is at least too weak a cir-
cumstance on which to build the belief
of an allusion : for more striking coin-
cidences are often to be found , where
110 desi gn of r ef erence could have
cxinted. As for the honour which
the poet sings as conferred by the
Muses upon the patron of letters and
victim of Persian treachery, the idea
ll* so common to the classic poets that
f cannot see any propriety in taking
11 as the correlative of the apostle's
Jj octrine of the exaltation of Jesus.
1»e enumeration of persons or things

t( in heaven , and on earth , and under
the earth/' is, I conceive, nothing
more than a Jewish idiomatical expres-
sion to denote the whole created uni-
verse. The same phraseology, with
an unimportant variation , occurs in
Rev. v. 3, 13; where surely no one
will dream of an allusion to the Hea-
then crods , daemons and heroes. We
are, therefore , under no necessity or
accepting Dr. Jones's alternative,either
that the apostle is treading in the steps
of Aristotle, or that his languagei( might be deemed the rant of a mys-
tagogue.

But , to form a proper j udgment upon
Dr. Jones's op inion , it is necessary to
have the whole hymn in view. Your
learned readers are probably well ac-
quainted with this beautiful little poem.
Those who are not , will find it in Sto-
baeus , in Athenaeus, in Diogenes Laer-
tius , in the firs t volume of Brunck's
Anthology, and in other collections.
For the sak e of readers who have not
the opp or tun i ty  of consul ting  any of
those authori t ies , and as the  poem is
very short, I subj oin a literal transla-
tion.

"Virtue, thou obje ct of severe la-
bour to our mortal race , fairest
{Or)p oc.fA .ee) acquisition in life ! For
th y ([ Aop cfj Yj )  beauty,  O virg in , even to
die , or to undergo glowing, unwearied
toils , is in Greece an envied destiny .
Such immortal  fruit  thou castest into
the mind , nobler than riches or ances-
tors , or gentle sleep. For th y sake,
Hercules the child of Jove , and the
sons of Leda, bore their many toils,
eagerl y pursuing (aypeuovrfs, hunting'9
chasin <> \ which accounts for the use ot
Oyp rxucc) th ine excellence. Fro m desire
of thee , Achilles and A jax  went to the
abodes of the dead. For the sake of
th y fr iendl y (^o/h/mj ) form , the favourite
of Atarneus widowed the ray s of the
sun : thus , for his deeds , renowned in
song. And the Muses, daug hters of
Memory , wi l l  advance him to immor-
tality , as they celebrate the glory of
Jove, the guardian of the hospitable,
and [celebrate] the  recoinpence of
constant friendshi p."

[4< Widowed the ray s of the sun "
I follow Hrunck , liuhle, and Sehweig-
h ij euser in reading cLvydq. Dr. Jones
prefers the genitive singular avy£<;, *is
was given by the older editors . But
this requires a har sh elli psis, aud
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would convey the idea that Hermeias
committed suicide, instead of the foct
that he was most perfidiously betrayed
and cruelly put to death. The former
reading not only gives a more regular
and natural construction, but it also
preserves the consis tency of the ima-
gery. To be dear to Apollo and the
Muses was a common classical com-
pliment : and in conformity with it,
the murdered protector of science and
its votaries is described as, by his un-
timely and disastrous death, causing1
" the rays," the offspring, < f of the
sun," to mourn as widows for him :
while the Muses, the children of Me-
mory, do their part to perpetuate his
honour. X qp oco properly signifies, to
reduce to the condition of widowhood^

I now submit it to the judgment of
eandid and competent scholars, whe-
ther the interpretation of Phil. ii. 6—8,
proposed in the Scr ip ture Testimony,
has been overthrown bv the learned,
ingenious and able, but I humbly
think untenable, animadversions of
Dr. Jones. ^V single observation more
you will indulge me briefly to make.

(7.) The Doctor, in his conclusion,
says, " The above passage is just ly
Regarded as one of the strongest in
favour of this doctrine ;" that is, the
doctrine of a divin e nature in the per-
son of the Christ : and he represents
it as " that fortress which he [Paul]
is said to have erected in support of
the orthodox faith." Now, I beg leave
to rejoin that I have by no means re-
presented this passage as supp ly ing
the strongest, or one of the strongest,
arguments in favour of the doctrine
which appears to me to be contained
in the Scriptures. It appears to me
to recognize that doctrine in a very
sufficient and decided manner ; but I
should not hold it forth as ranking
among the most cogent or detached
evidences. Indeed the great strength
of the proof in favour of that senti-
ment lies, to iriy apprehension , in the
variety, frequency and constancy of
the modes by which it is involved, im--
pHed and incidental ly assumed, as
well as directly assorted in the great
&nd onl y rule of faith. It seems to
me to be ruiher an idle inquiry whe-
ther this argument or that, in a given
ease, is separately the strongest. The
^uestion for a rational man is whether
Uhe ar^ximeot?, whatever m&y be t hrair

Clapton,
Sir, Februar y 10, 1822.

^^HE learned author of " Th€
_ Scripture Testimony" will, I

hope, excuse me if I hazard a remark
on the representations in his letter
(p. 37). Benevolus, to whom, so far as
I know, I am an entire stranger, must,
I think, have received more satis-
faction, could it have been shewn that
his " citations" would not merely be
" painful and offensive" to a guarded
polemic like Dr. Owen, (p. 38,) or
to a modern liberal scholar, such as
my j ustly-respected acquaintance, in
whose hands a Trinity, as Burke pro-
fligately said of courtly vice, may at
length become almost harmless, " by
losing- all its grossness ;" but that
those (c citations" had pained and of-
fended the contemporaries and in
other respects the admirers of the
writers and preachers from whom
JBenevolus made his selections.

A Protestant would not be con-
tented to represent Transu bstantiation
as described by such a Roman Catho-
lic as the late Dr. Geddes. Thus iny
friend Mr. Belsham had, I conceive,
a clear right to turn from the qualified
language of cautious disputants, and to
assume, as " the orthodox doctrine,"
the popular representations ; among
which appears pro minent " the incar-
ceration of the Creator of the world ,
in the body of a helpless, puling in-
fant. " Proceeding downward s from
the pious f a ther, whose marvellous
faith produced the exclamation , credo
quia tmp ossibile est, we find " the
infant-deity" (which, according to
Watts, the reason , but, as I should
say, the rel igion of Locke could not
bear) adored for ages by the people*
as a mystery , without such worship
appearing to have excited any censure
fro m their more learned instructors,
whether Pap al or Pro testant, who
would , indeed, have hazarded their*
own reputation for orthodoxy, lia"
they ventured to teach the people that
their mystery was an absurdi ty, W
especially to be rejected as " painru
&i\s\ offensive to a very high degree.
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insulated form, are constructed of solkj
materials, and whether their total
amount be sufficient to establish \\#
proposition.

J. P. SiMlTH.



Tbe anchor ef " the Scripture Tes-
timony" has very justly characterized
some of Or- Watts's Hymns, with
which, indeed, there is reason to
believe, no one was, at length, less
satisfi ed than the pious poet himself.
Yet those hymns, connected with their
repeated republication for - general
nse, even down to the present day,
form a host in support of Mr. Bel-
sham's representation of *( the ortho-
dox doctrine ." Nor should it be
forgotten that the Psalms, a later
composition of the pious author, and
containin g", comparatively, f ew pas-
sages offensive to any Christian , were,
as is well known, slowly admitted to
a competition with the Hymns, which
in some orthodox congregat ions still
maintain their ascendancy.

But the principal, though a very
lar^e use of those pious compositions,
has not been, I apprehend, in public
worship. With a most laudable de-
sign of worthily occupying intervals
of leisure, and forming a devout Chris-
tian temper, the Hymn-book of Watts,
always re pub lished in an uncastigated
form , has been recommended, as a
daily manual, to children and servants,
m the most unqualified terms. At
least, the exemplary Christians by
whom I had the unspeakable happi-
ness of being led into life, and who
were by no means ultra -orthodox,
never directed me to pass over a page
or even a line in the whole volume, as
containing " language" calculated to
" wound a thinking and pious mind,"
or in the least opposed to the language
of the Assembly 7s Catech ism, in which,
like other infants, I had been taught
to dogmatize on the nature of Deity,
the supposed complex person of the
Saviour , and the Divine decrees. No ;
1 was left , with the thousands of my
contem poraries, by parents little in-
clined to neglect the highest interests
of their children , either to hymn ani% infant of days" as

" the mighty God
Come to be suckled and ador'd;"

or escaping this Christianized Pagan-
j sm , onl y worthy to be^ compared with
" <he old Heathens' song

Of great Diana and of Jove,"
{*> say in tne yvords of truth and so-teniess,

" Jesus, we Wess tfey Father's name ;
Thy £[od and ours are both tf ae sawp ."
In consistency with this method of

early orthodox institution, when about
10 years of age, in a school-exercise
for turning English into Latin, which.
has escaped the accidents of half a
century, I was taught, witk my class-
fellows, in the manner of Lord Ba-
con's Christian P aradoxes, to regard
these among the " unparalleled op-
posites" in the person of the Savi-
our :

*( The eternal God once an infant
of an hour old ;
" The immense God, once a child

of a span long."
My schoolmaster was a highly po-

pular Calvinistic preacher, who riveted
the attention of crowded congrega-
tions, as I have often witnessed. To
his manners were attributed some in-
nocent eccentricities, but his ortho-
doxy was never questioned.

Such, then, are the authorities
which occur to me, and they may be
easily multiplied, for believing that
Mr. Belsham has been inaccurately
charged " with misrepresenting and
stigmatizing the orthodox doctrine."
My friend' s language is, as he de-
signed it, highly disgusting. The dis-
gust, however, is chargeable on a
system, by which, according to the
general understanding of its profes-
sors, whatever may be the guarded
representations of its more learned
advocates, that language is authorized,
and not on those who, regarding such
a system as a misrepresentation of
Christianity, will , if tlicy are conscien-
tious and consistent, seize every fair
occasion to dcvelope and to expose it.
Such, I am persuaded, will be the
conduct of the learned author of *' the
Scripture Testimony/' should he ever
discover that the faith for which lie
ably contends, is not " the faith once
delivered to the saints."

I scarcely need to add, that disap-
probation of any system, and even
contempt for some representations
which it appears to authorize, are
both perfectly consistent with a high
resect for tiie virtues and talents of
those, by whom that system i« main-
tained. Protestants, awiidst all their
differences, have agreed to assail, with
unsparing ridicule, the hreaden deity
of *he Romish Church. Vet they justly
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eulogize her Pascals and Fenelons,
" of whom the world was not wor-
thy," though, by precept and example,
they instructed the multitude devoutl y
to ~" eat their God," or, in more
plausible language, to " receive their
Maker."

J. T. RUTT.
¦——

tages under which they still labour
and of which they may just ly com-
plain, as members of the civil com,
inunity, constitute a numerous and
respectable class of his Majes ty 's
loyal subjects, in various parts of the
British empire. In making this as-
sertion,.! fear no contradiction from
any who are acquainted with the po-
pu lation of the country. I am ready
to allow, that they, as well as persons
of every other description , have had,
and may still have, their prejudices
and errors ; but I am happy to find ,
as far as my observation has extended ,
that liberality of sentiment and jus t
notions of religious liberty are che-
rished and promoted among them ,
however they may differ from one
another, and from others of their feU
low-subj ects, with respect to theology
or politics, in a greater degree than
those who knew them some years
ago had reason to expect. I wish
there  were no limitations to this ge-
neral remark. The exceptcd cases,
however, are few in number, and , f rom
mistake or mali gnity,  exaggerated in
aggravation. To the former cause,
with total exclusion of the latter , I
ascribe a p aragrap h , which I was sur-
prised to rind in a letter of the late
Mr . Uowe, of Brid port , published in
your  last number (pp . 28, 29) . Dr.
J ou lmm is reported to have received
a letter from .London , informing him
that , in order to obstruct and defeat
a proposed app lication of the Catho-
lics for a repeal of the Test laws , the
JDissenters, of several classes, wished
to waive their petition for redress of
this grievance , lest the Catholics should
succeed m their endeavours to obtain
emanci pation. Less enl i ghtened as the
Dissenters then were on the subject
of reli gions liberty than they are now,
I will venture to aflinu , that this re-
port was founded on mistake or mis-
representation. J>r. T., whom 1 well
knew , was too honest and libera l to
fabricate such a tale ; but he was an
industrious collector of anecdotes , and
too ready to receive and record as
facts, unauthenticated reports, wliich
his correspondent , depending, per-
haps , on a newspaper of the day,
transmitted to him , as the intelligence
of the passing- moment. It is possible,
indeed , that some few unenlightened
Dissenters might be hostile to tlic

——^—
Sir, February, 1822.

PTHI1E Monthly Repository is now
JL become a respectable and valu-

able publication ; and it owes its re-
putation, in a great degree, to the
attention, assiduity and impartiality
that have been exercised on your part ,
as its principal conductor. It is of
little or no consequence w hat my opi-
nion may be of the peculiar doctrines
which it inclines to favour. These
are fit subjects of fair and candid
examination ; and as long as every
writer or reader is left at l iberty to
form his own jud gment of their t ru th
and importance, the inquiry and dis-
cussion , which tire not onl y allowed
but invited and encouraged , cannot
fail , upon the whole , and in the final
issue 4 , to be hi ghl y advantageous. Al-
though, after mature reflection and
long experience, I have not thoug ht
that controversial preaching on sub-
je cts of mere speculation , indirectl y
and remotely connected with practice ,
is calculated to do much good , and 1
have had occasion to observe , in the
course of many years, that it has irri-
t ated the passions more than it has
enlightened the understanding ; yet
subjects of this kind , discussed with
ju dgment and candour , form an use-
ful part of our periodical publications.
With this view 1 am anxious to pro-
mote the more general diffusion of
the IMoii thly Repository, as it is at
present conducted ; which , with re-
gard to the importance and ut i l i ty  of
ks disquisitions , and the, liberal plan
tha t  is adopted and p ursued by those
who have the princi pal direction of it ,
seems to me to be dai ly improving,
and to meri t public patronage and
encourairement.

A fter these preliminary remarks,
the view in which I now wish to
regard the Monthl y Repository is that
of a correct and impartial detail of
historical facts , relating to Protestant
Dissenters. Persons of this descri p-
tion, notwithstanding the disad van-



liberty of the Catholics, and express
a wish that they might not succeed ;
and this circumstance might pass from
one to another with aggravation , in
the gossip of the day, till at length a
considerable number  of Dissenters
were set in array against the Catholics.
The fact itself is very improbable ; for
it must be well known , that the inter-
ference of the Dissenters for or against
them would be of little avail. My
much-esteemed friend , Dr. T., was
credulous , . and , with regard to some
other circumstances , not always very
correct. But he never erred inten-
tionally an d wilfully . Mr. Howe,
indeed , was much less excusable : for
he seems to int imate , that the distri-
butors of his Maj esty 's bounty to the
Protestant Dissenting* Ministers , then
called the retr 'uim donum, but since ,
from an alteration in the mode of its
communication , denominated the P ar -
I 'unnen tary Grant y were in the secret ;
and that they moved the springs of
government in opposition to the Ca-
tholics. In this insinuation there is a
degree of i l l iberali ty which docs no
honour to the memory of a man
whom I esteemed , and with whom I
was alway s on terms of in t imate  ac-
quaintance , lie knew where to have
app lied , if he had thoug ht proper , for
more correct in fo rmat ion .  Over this
censurable part of his conduct I wish
to thr ow a veil ; and I regre t that the
letter to which I refer found its way
in to  the Repository . I am much inis-
iniormed if those persons to whom he
directed his correspondent for info r-
mat ion could have gr a t i f i ed  his curi-
!> sify ; nnd if  they wen* not  as t o t a l l y
ignor ant  of the fact as t h e  two coun-
t i'V corresp ondents . I have  s u f f i c i e n t
reason f o r  be l i ev ing ,  tha t  no inter-
course on p o l i t i c a l  measures , p r i v a t e
or puh he , subs i s t e d  b e t w e e n  the per -
sons above c a l u mn i a t e d  and any mem-
hers oi his Maj esty 's adminis t ra t ion ,i () r tU v last fi ft y years. I have been
^sured , on an author i ty  which I hav eI1 (> reason to question , tha t  they have,
l) l \  other occasions , asserted and main-
lined their  independence . Ministers() t state may easil y find more p liant
Mater ials on which to exert their in-

lU 'JK-e th iiii the minds of persons who( Ij nv ed no benefit from any moneyHluch they received or imparted , be-
os the pleasure of relieving indigent

merit ; and this they considered as an
amp le recompence for their trouble
in the transaction of this business.
But it has been the fate of these men,
nor is their case singular, to be most
calumniated by those to whom they
have been most communicative.

I take the liberty of mentioning
these particulars in order to render
the collectors of anecdotes more cau-
tious , in their record and detail of
supposed facts , founded on conjecture
and presumption , without a tittle of
authentic evidence to support them -y
and to pre v ent their imposing-, under
the sanction of your valuable Reposi-
tory, on the credulity of any of your
readers.

Wh at is the number or what is the
rank of Dissenters that are now ad-
v erse to Catholic emancipation, I can-
not undertake to pronounce ; but I
am happy to say, that in my con-
nexion there are very f ew, if any, of
this description ; and as for others , I
can onl y wish that they were more
enli ghtened and more liberal .

It has been said , without sufficie n t
evidence, that if the Catholics succeed
in their app lication , they would l>e
hostile to Protestant Dissenters. How-
ever this may be , it furnishes no reason
why we should not wish them success,
and thus by our greater liberality
t r iumph over their  more contracted
and sellish princi p les. At all events ,
I beg leave to suggest my own op i-
nion , that the case of Protestan t Dis-
senters and that of Catholics arc per-
fectly distinct ; and whatever may be
our secre t or declared wishes- r their
favour , the repeal of the Test laws , ;u*
a subj ect of j K i r l i amen t a ry  considera-
t io n , should be separatel y argued , as
they resp ect ivel y a ffect the  Catholics
and the Pro te s tan t  Dissenters ; nor
should  we blend our  case with theirs ,
lest we should in j u r e  instead of aiding
and supporting one another. The
time cannot be far d i s tan t  when both
must succeed , and those disgracefu l
laws be expunged from the Statute-
Book of the Brit ish emp ire .

AN OLD DISSENTKR.

Rev. J. Brettell on cc The Country Minister." 15.9

Hotherham ,
Sir , /'>/>. f>, 18L>^

IN  the kind notice of the Country
Almis ter , you have inserted in the

Repository tor last Month , (p . 47,



I am particularly obliged to you foT
the observation, expressing your opi-
nion that the poem does not contain
" the history of any individual ," since
I am informed it has given offence to
some who have erroneously considered
it as a history of myself.

Amongst these a report has reached
me, that I have been condemned by
some gentlemen connected with the
York College, for a supposed reflec-
tion upon the impartiality and justice
of the able and excellent superinten-
dants of that import ant and valuable
institution : and I am not sure whe-
ther others, less candid, have not attri-
buted to me a design of thus attempt-
ing to inj ure it in the estimation of
the public. Had such, however, been
mv defiien . the unworthv attemptmy design, the unworthy attempt
could only have injured myself ; for
whilst the York College continues to
send fo rth so respectable and usefu l a
succession of ministers as those who
have already, for many years, proceed-
ed from it , and who now hold some
of the m ost respectable situations, no-
thing that its enemies (if such there
be) may insidiously throw out against
its character, can inj ure it in the opi-
nion of so enlightened a bod y of
Christians as the Unitarian Dissenters
of this kingdom. It would, therefore,
have argued a want of common sense
and prudence in me to have so openly
attacked its character, and thus ex-
posed myself to censure , especially as
I myself was an tldve of the institu-
tion, lived for five years under its fos-
tering shade, and owe to it , in a great
measure, whatever little talent I may
possess. When young and fatherless,
the York College was to me a nursing
motb-er: 1k> w then can any one sup-
pose me so destitute of common grati-
tude as to aim an unnatural blow at
the reputation of my Alma Mater ?
It has, however , been supposed , and I,
therefore, deem it a duty which I owe
to my own character, as well as to
that of the institution , thus publicly
to acknowledge my obligations to it ,
and to express my high opinion both
of the talents and virtues or the gentle-
men connected with it, either as super-
intendants or tutors , whilst I , at the
same tune , most positively disavow
the intention so unj ustl y imputed to
me.

In Edition to this disavowal , I beg

leave to add a few words in expian^,
tion of my object, in the passage which
has unfortunately been misunderstood.
In that passage, as in the rest of the
poem, I wished to describe the feelingg
of a young man of sanguine tempera-
ment and acute sensibility, with little
perseverance or industry, and deemin g
it natural for such a youth, when dis-
appointed at College in the hopes
which his ardent mind had conceived,
to imagdne that the prizes which his
ambition prompted him to covet, but
which neither his attainments nor ex.
ertions enabled him to gain, were
partially and unjustly distributed, I
represented him as entertaining

<c some mistrust
Of those who dealt the prize," &c.

without reference to the sentiments of
any particular person , or the charac-
ter of any particular institution. That
I had no intention whatever to throw
the least blame on the conduct of the
gentlemen engaged as tutors in the
York College, (who were always kinder
to me than I deserved, and who, I am
persuaded, are guided by the best oi
motives in their behaviour to the stu-
dents under their care,) will be evident
to the candid reader from the follow-
ing lines, containing Alfred's reflec-
tions on his departure from college,
upon the manner in which lie had
spent his time there, and his inatten-
tion to the good advice which had
been addressed to him by his tutors:
<c Now, too, for when from aught belovM

we nart .we part,
A thousand fon d regret s will swell the

h eart ,
Ueme nib ranee sigh'd o'er hours too idl y

past
I n trifling studies ; and yet fled too f as t :
O'er wilful faults , and careless, proud

neglect
Of those whose wisdom most deserv d re-

spect 9
The mild precep tors, who, in language

kind,
lleprov 'd his faults," &c.

Before I conclude this communica-
tion , permit me, Mr.  Editor, to mak e
one general observation naturally sug-
gested by it ; that \t is a very unfair
mode of criticism which identifies th«
author with the hero of his work , aim
refers every sentiment that may occur
in it to the actual feelings tf his ovvn
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The Unitar ian Mourner comfort ed.
Letter III. ?

To Mrs. — on the Dea th of her
Father.

Sept. 28, 1820,
My dear Madam,

WHEN I visited two
months ago, for the purpose

of pay ing my public tribute of sincere
respect to the memory of your excel-
lent father , it was a source of great
satis factio n to me in the discharge of
what was in other respects a painful
duty, to be assured fro m their own
mouths that I had administered some
consolat ion to his weeping family.

But , alas! the Christian com forter
has performed but half his office when
he has attem pted to soothe the first
moments of anguish. There are tears
which having been brushed away with
that magnanimous resolution which
springs elastic under the im mediate
pressure of affl iction, return to their
wonted channels , and there are losses
of which we are rendered more deeply
sensible by reflection. And now that
you are deprived of the services of a
regular preacher which I know you
highl y appreciate , I greatly fear your
minds may be too much occupied on
the darker parts of the providential
event of which you have become the
subjects.

It is a very allowable, and I am per-
suaded you will find it a very consola-
tory emp loyment of the thoughts , to
compare your own condition with that
of others , your sources of comfort
under sorrow with the irs. The result
wi ll , I am persuaded , be a gratefu l
conviction tkat, as Christians and Uni-
tarians , you are possessed of unspeaka-
bl y greater privileges than any of the
sons or daughters of the large famil yof afflicti on throughout the world.

Direct your thoughts firs t to the
uninspi red Heathen philosopher, with-

We regret that we could not bring
ll*w article into the Ia8t Number as wepromised, p. 20, and that we can nowmj«rt onl y one letter; Eo.

out any certain rule of duty or assured
promise of reward or punishment
hereafter , excluding: the Deity it* jbj fe
thoughts fro m all concern in the direc-
tion of the affairs of the universe, and
regarding p leasure as the great object
of human life, or proudly maintaining
in spite of the smarting experience o£
every hour of life, that there is no evil
m pain, and therefore despising all
those considerations which might sus-
tain the heart under its burthens.
Next look at the Heathen vulgar, hav-
ing no superior beings to look up to
but such as are weak, passionate and
wicked like themselves, by whom re-
wards or punishments in this and in
that future imaginary world, which
their poets describe, are distributed as
caprice or revenge may dictate, with
little regard to moral excellence or
guilt ; with no compassionate Saviour,
instructor and comforter to whom to
aPP*y 9 no almighty, merciful and gra-
cious Father, into whose bosom to
pour forth the heart's secret sorrows.

Look at the disciple of Mahomet,
panting after an unhallowed heaven of
sensual pleasure above, as a recom-
pence for the sufferings and mortifica-
tions of the present life, and ascribing
the whole circle of human events to
resistless, all-governing fate, which
hears no pra yers and exercises no
compassion .

Look at the Indian widow, indig-
nantly fling ing away li fe as a worthless
faded nower, whea it can no longer
be enjoyed in the society of the lord
of her affections, and wasting, in an
uncalled-for sacrifice , that fortitude
which, better directed, might have in-
sured her a martyr's crown.

Contemplate the loud and extrava-
gant grief which was indul ged in, even
by the chosen people of Grod of old,
which called forth the rebuke of our
Saviour, and you will be convinced
that within the f old of Christ alone%
narrow and confined as are its present
boundaries, the fountain of life, the
well-spring of everlasting consolation,
is to be found.

But how cati we sufficiently lament,
that many of the followers of the great
Shepherd have been content to drink
the waters of life mixed up with the
most pernicious ingredients, and have
even attempted to disturb the serenity
smd clearness of the sacred, inexhaus-
tible fountain, itself ! Observe the Ca-

The Unitarian Mourner corrifvrted. 16t

especial ly when that author writes in
verse, since a poet is aot confined to
the beaten track of common life, or
compelled to tread only in the foot-
Qtpos of his own experience.F . J % BRETTELL.
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tholic, instead of pouring forth his
soul in the hour of soirow, as Jesus
did, to the Father, the God of all con-
solation and j oy, and to him alone,
dividing his homage and petitions with
scrupulous exactness in error amongst
a host of departed saiuts. By what
costly and painful methods is his God
to be appeased ! f Vf ia t  anguish does
he fee l for  the departe d soul of his
fr iend, if no holy  man have been pre-
sent to carry his sp irit's expiring
p r&yer to the gates of heaven, and
anoint his dy ing limbs with holy oil I
Look at the zealous member of the
Church of England : what trembling
anxiety does he feel that his innocent
expiring infant should be baptized,
and his pious parent receive the sacr a-
ment ; and with what lively sorrow is
his bosom agitated if these have been
unavoidably omitted 1 Visit the Cal-
vinist after the death of his son, or
friend or relative, who, though pure
and godlike in his manner of life, had
not exhibited that triumphant faith in
the atoning sacrifice (b y which alon e
an angry Deity is to be appeased)
which, his system teaches, must cha-
racterize one of the elect. What avail
the angel-smile on the countenance of
his child, or the saintl y, matron graces
of her who gave him birth, or a long-
continued course of benevolent and
virtuous deeds in him, whom, but for
this stain, he would have been proud
to call his father—if either have not
the witness that he is in the number
of those whom God has arbitrari ly
chosen to be exclusive objects of his
everlasting favour ? When the child
of affliction , weighed down by the
burthens of life, and weary of the
heartless commerce of the world , with
reverence asks to see the face of the
Christian's God , the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ ; he is
shewn a Deity, pav ilioned in eter-
nal darkness, dressed in everlasting
frowns, the flames of whose wrath are
only to be quenched in blood , who
punishes the innocent for the guilty ,
smiles on a few, and looks with a
countenance of terror on a universe !

It cannot be doubted that the Great
Spirit who dwells in the heart of the
nntutor«d Heathen and the Christian,
Jew and Greek, orthodox and heretic,
does in all so over-ru le the infl uence
of their mistaken views, a» great ly to

abate their painful and pernicious efficacy. But h&w different, my (jeai!Madam, the sentiments which mvesteemed friend and your lamented
father was accustomed to cherish ag
the light and joy of his existence !Upon his view3 of the gospel , how
encouraging the character of our
common Heavenly Father I How sim-
ple and rational the preparation for
death and eternity—a life of piety
and benevolence in obedience to the
commands of Christ ! How readil y
may our fears be quieted , and our
hearts be soothed, under the sudden
departure of those who were dear to
us! With what cheerful confidence
may we commend their spirits to him
who knew and allowed for all the
infirmities of their nature ; was ever
ready to forgive their offences upon
repentance, and will assuredly reward
whatever was good in their characters \

I doubt not your thoughts and those
of the other members of your family,
are still chiefl y occupied by the melan-
choly event which has befallen you .
But while you dwell on the past and
the present , allow me to remind you
that the boundless, heart-cheering and
all-glorious future lies no less open
to your meditations. Carry your
thoughts forwards, my young friends,
to the period , though it should be many
ages distan t, when that heart in which
you discerned so much moral worth ,
and which so tenderly interested itself
in the welfare of each and all of you ,
shall rejoice in beholding you all again ,
greatl y improved in knowledge and
virtue, and blessing his paternal hand
for having laid the foundation of a
structure, which shall advance in lus-
tre and beauty throughout the a<;es
of eternity . View him no longer op-
pressed with languor and emaciated
with sickness ; his devotions no longer
interrupted by disease and pain ; or
checked by any earthly imperfection ,
magnifying that name in which was
his and his children's confidence be-
low, in everl asting songs of adoration
and thankfulness.

With best wishes for the happ iness
and improvement of every member ot
your family, &c. believe me,

Dear Madam ,
Yours, *

with, sincere esteem and respect,

J€ Q The Unitaria n Mourner .comforted *



The following Students removed fro m Northampton to Daventry, November 9, 1752- :
Year of Name.

Admission . .
Dead. Joseph Brown, minister,

d. H. Cutler ,
d. William Blake, m.
d. Joseph Gellibrand, m.
d. Henry More, m.

d. William Boulton , m.
d. William Jackson , m.

1750, d. Samuel Mercer, m.
d. Nathaniel White, m.
d. Radcliffe Scholefield , m.
d. Thomas Robins, in.

Remarks.
settled at Wolverhampton—Coventry—Lon-

don.
died at Daventry. A German .
settled at Crewkerne.
Tottenham—Edmonton.
Modbury—Leskiard. Author of a volume of

Poems and of Criticisms in the Commentaries
and Essays.

Dublin , retired to Hackney.
Freeby, Coventry.
Chowbent.
Hinkley—Leeds—London , Old Jewry.
Whtitehaven—Birmingham.
Stretton-under- Foss—West Bremwrch—Daven-

try, as successor to Dr. Ash worth , 1775 ;
obliged to resign on account or the loss of
his voice, 1781 ; carried on the business of
bookseller and druggist at Daventry till
his death , 1810.

To these were added , in 1753, upon the dissolution of the Academy at Kendall, (
d. — Rotheram, in. Kendal .
d. — Smithson , m. Nottingham.
d. — Threlkeld , ni. Longdon—America*a\ — Whitehead, in. Box Lane, near Berkhamstead> Herts.

The following entered under Dr. Ashvvorth.
1751 , d. Hen ry Holland , in.

d. Matthew Rolleston , M. D.
d. John Alexander, m.

d. Joseph Priestley, LL.D.
F. U. »., &c. &c, hi.

1752 , Thomas Taylcr, in.

d . Thomas How, in.
d. Henry Prockter, in.
d. John Koboibauij in.
d. S. Smith ,
d. — Buxton,

175;*, d. — Jo well* m,
('- — Hodgson, in .
< l - — Mather , m.
<J . Francis Webb, m.

<1. Beesly, in.

Prescot, Ormskirk.

Longdon , author of a Commentary on 1 Cos.
xv. ; found dead in his bed at Birmingham,
A. D. 176*5.

Needham-market — Namptwich —Warrington,
tucor ; Leeds—Calne ; a librarian to Lord
Lansdown—Birmingham ; dri ven away by
the Riots, 171) 1 ; H ackney, Gravel-Pit ; emi-
grated to America, 1794 ; died at Northum-
berland , 1804 : the celebrated author of
man y excellent works in Philosophy and
Theology.

Daventry , Assistant Tutor—chaplain to Mrs.
Abney, at Stoke Newington—one of Coward's
Trustees, Carter Lane ; the senior 'studeiit
now living, *822.

Flower and Weedon—Walpole—Yarmouth -
Whitney—Stain for-df—Whitchu rch—Evesham.
Freeby—Cambridge—Congleto«.
Trade.
Trade.
Trade.
Namptwich.
Stamford ; con formed.
Honitooi—London , Pinners' H al* ; quitted the

ministry for a civil employment ; secretary of
Legation at the Peace of Amiens; died 1815,
aged 80.

Tcwkcsbury.

J List of Students educated at the Academ y at Davswtr y under the P a-
tronage of Mr. Coward's Tr u&teeSy and under the successive supe rin-
tendence of the Rev. Caleb Ashworth, D. />., the Rev. Thojhas Robins,
an d the Rev. Thomas Belsham. Communicated by  Mr. Belshaai ^
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Year of Wa™i.Admission . Name.

1753, d. P. Doddridge,
d. Bunyon, m.

1754, d. John Cole, m.
d. Henry Taylor, m.
d. John Willding, m.

1755, d. Nathaniel Lea, m.
d. John Reynel l, m.
d. Richard Amner, m.
d. Samuel Brabrooke, m.

d. Thomas Astley, m.

d. Nathaniel Cooper, m,
d. Joseph Howe

— Maclane, Esq.

Remarks*

Solicitor at Tewkesbury.

Wolverhampton—Narborough .
Croydon ; quitted the ministry.
Congleton—Derby—Prescot.
West Bromwich .
Plymouth.
Yarmouth—Hampstead—Cosely .
Flower—St. Helen's—West Bromwich , as a

schoolmaster—E ast Bergholt.
removed to Warrington Academy—Preston-

Chesterfield.

1756, d. Thomas Bruckshaw, m.
Michael Underhill, m.

d. Noah Hill, m.

John Hall, m.
d. William Buckley, m.

Peter Le Grand, Esq.
d. — Rogers, m.
d. — Hod ge,

1757, d. Samuel Worsley, m.
d. — Bostock
d. Thomas Somerset , in.

Francis Panting, m.
d. — Threlkeld, m.

Dr. Cooper, M. D.
Thomas Colley

Loughnorough—Nottingham ,
Boston.
succeeded Mr. Taylor as Assistant Tutor-

London, Old Gravel Lane ; one of Coward's
Trustees.

Sta.nnlngton—Rotterdam.
Atherston—Dukenfield.

a son of Dr. Hodge, was a student about this
time, and died before he had finished his
course.

Cheshunt.

Okeham,—St. Ives.
Rochdale ; celebrated for an almost miraculous

memory. See Dr. Barnes's Funeral Sermon
for him.

1758, d. Ottiwell Heginbotham, m.

d. Samuel Palmer, m.

d. William Enfield , m. LL.D.

Sudbury ; a man of very superior talents ;
died young.

London , Weigh-House — H ackney ; one of
Coward's Trustees ; well known as the
author of the Nonconformists' Memorial ,
and of many tracts in defence of Noncon-
formity.

Liverpool—Warrington , as minister and tutor
in the Belles Lettres—Norwich ; an elegant
writer ; he published some volumes ot srr-
mons, a System of Natural Philosophy ;  and
joined with Dr. Aikin in the first volume of
his General Biographical Dictionary .

1759, d. John Boult , m.
d. William Whitaker, in.
d. William Stuck , m.
d. Richard Wright , m.
d. WilUani Bull , m.

d. John Atchinson , m.

d. — Good ford , Esq-
d. Thomas Black more , Esq .
d. Samuel Crompton , Esq .

1760, d. John Ash worth ,

Newmarket—Congleton.
Leeds, Call-Lane ; died young.
Dorking.
Atherstone.
Newport , Pagnel ; where he opened a small

sem inary for st ud ents for the ministry under
the patronage of John Thornton , Esq .

Gorton , gave up preaching and retired to Lei-
cester.

Jiriggins, Herts .
Clapham.
son of Dr. A., grazier ; kept the Wheat SheM

at Davcntry.
(To be continued )

164 List of Students educated at Mr. Coward 's Academy, Davtntry .



Edinburgh,
Sir, Dec. 11, 1821.

IN 
reading Southey's Life of Wesley,

I was much struck with the follow-
ing incident : " Wesley confessed to
William Law, that he felt greatly de-
iected , because he saw so little frui t
from his labours . c My dear friend ,'
replied Law, ' you reverse matters from
their proper order. You are to follow
the divine light wherever it leads you,
in all your conduct. It is God alone
that gives the blessing. I pray you
always mind your own work, and go
on with cheerfulness ; and God, you
may depend upon it, will take care of
his. Besides, Sir, I perceive you
would fai n convert the world ; but
you must wait God's own time. Nay,
if after all, he is pleased to use you
onl y as a hewer of wood or a drawer
of water, you should submit, yea,
you should be thankfu l to him that he
has honoured you so far/ " These
appear to me very just and excellent
rem arks , and particularly applicable
to the situation of Unitarian Ministers,
and those who, being convinced of the
truth of Unitarian sentiments, are
desirous to diffuse them. Such per-
sons are apt to be dej ected and dis-
couraged, fro m seeing the little pro-
gress which their opinions appear to
be making, and the slight effect which
their own efforts to propagate them
seem to produce. Let them not,
however, be discouraged . God's own
time for the diffusion of the truth will
come. It is the duty of all , following
the divine light, to examine the Scrip-
tures for themselves, and to use every
method in their power to diffuse the
op inions which they think agree with
the real sense of revelation. Let them
hi this way endeavour to. follow the
divine direction, and they may with
con fidence trust, that God will give
that success to their efforts which will
ta most for the benefi t of mankind.
And whether they succeed in diffusing
their sentiments in this world or not,
they may depend upon it that the Fa-
ther of truth and sincerity approves of
their conduct, and will finally reward
them.

T. C. H.

I 

Sir , March , 1822.
beg leave to inform your corres-
respondent Quero, (pp. 83—86,)

that I have seen the articles in the
Eclectic Review, on the *' Illustrations
of the Divine Government/' I agree
with him that some parts of this cri*
tique are ably written, but others ap-
pear to me to be exceedingly obscure.
Though I have read some of the pas-
sages in it several times with great
attention, I am yet quite unable to
understand them. The charge of ob-
scurity, however , by no means attaches
to all that is said in this paper. There
is in particular one capital principle
very clearly and distinctly stated, which
your corresponden t does not notice,
but which in fact goes to the founda-
tion of the subjec t. It is contained in
the following passages of the Review :
" The argument d priori in favour of

the doctrine of Universal Restoration , is
not only specious but satisfactory, if the
one thing which requires to be proved is
taken for granted ; if it be
allowed that evil is a branch of the Divine
contrivance for the production of a higher
ultimate good to the creature ; that it is
but the temporary name of a particular
class of the dispensations of Sovereign
Beneficence ; if , in a word , the foremost
and favourite dogma of infidelity be con-
ceded, that all things are as God makes
them. But wi th the proof of this most
essential point, Dr. Smith no where trou-
bles his readers. Perhaps he never sur-
mised that it could be called in question :
or he might perceive that, unless he could
place it beyond a doubt , it would give an
absolutely gratuitous and nugatory cha-
racter to his subsequent reasonings."

And again,
" It may be admitted that there is a

plausibleness in the hypothesis to which we
have already alluded , and which includes
the whole of the argument adduced in
support of Final Restitution : namely, that
evil , moral as well as natural , is but a
means in the great machinery of the uni-
verse, essential to the higher good of the
creature . — — — We question if
there is a proposition more indispensable
to the existence of true religion, consi-
dered as a habit of the mind , than this,
that evil is essentially and ultimately
EVIL.

This is going to the very bottom of
the subject : the consideration of this
single point does " indeed include the
whole of the argument adduced in
support of the doctrine of Final Resti-
tution." I am content that the mat-
ter should depend upon this issue. It

A Remark of Law 9s to Wesley . ] 65



is very true that ill the former editions
of the Divine Government, I did not
enter into any proof of this most essen-
tial point. I do confess that in the
simplicity of my heart, I did not " sur-
mise it could be called in question.
la the nineteenth century, in England,
in this age and country of religion and
philosophy, I was addressing Chris-
tians, and I did not suppose that any
one would deny the position , that , un-
der the administration of a God of
infinite power, of unerring wisdom,
and of perfect goodness, evil is the
means of producing good.

Since, however, this position is de-
nied, and since it is distinctl y admitted
by the opponents of the doctrine ot
Universal Restoration, that this doc-
trine must follow of course, if that
position can be established, I have now
entered into the proof of it. In the
new edition of the Divine Government ,
which will be published probab ly as
soon as this article appears, I have
stated that proof at length .

Believing too, as I most sincerely
and firm ly believe, that, taken in its
whole extent, this is a subject with
which the v irt ue and happiness of
mankind are more intimately connect-
ed than with any other whatever, I
have also entered into a more compre-
hensive and carefu l investi gation of the
origin , the nature and the tendency of
evi l in general. I have considered se-
parately and in detai l the several classes
of evil, namely, natural and moral evil ,
and the evils which have hitherto been
found inseparable lrom the social state ,
namel y, poverty, dependence and ser-
vitude . " I have endeavoured to shew
wh y these evils exist ixi the creation of
a Being of almighty power, of infinite
wisdom , and of perfect goodness. I
have endeavoured to lead the mind to
the calm and serious consideration of
principles which seem adequate to di-
vest it of doubt , where doubt must be
unhapp incss, and to conduct it to a
concl usion which , if once embraced
from conviction , must secure it from
misery."

1 have also re ad with great attention
the work of Dr. Jonathan .Edwards,
entitled « The Salvation of all Men
strictl y examined ," which is , perhap s,
the ablest production on that side
which has ever appeared. Kvery
thing of importance, however, which

he advances, and which had not beenpreviously considered in the Illustra-
tions, may be arranged under thesetwo inquiries :

1. Whether punishment, under the
Divine administration, be invariably
corrective. 2. Whether it be consis-
tent with the Divine justice to inflict
an endless punishment.

fcver y argument that can be consi-
dered important , which he adduces
under these head s, some of which he
states with great acuteness and abilitv
and which deserve ver y serious consi-
deration , I have examined and an-
swered with all the care in my power.

I nj ust add , that further considera-
tion has induced me to give up some
passages of Scripture which were for-
merly adduced as express testimonies
in favour of the doctrine , that all man-
kind will ultimately be restored to a
state of purity and happiness.

I may notice in conclusion, that
under the evils of the social state some
consideration s are suggested which
may assist the mind in determining
the very important inquiry, whether
the law of population , as stated by
Mr. Malthus, be or be not consistent
with the Divine benevolence. I had
entered with some minuteness into
tins thorn y question of population,
but considerin g that this discussion
might divert the mind too much from
the main argument of the work, I
resolved to omit the greater part of
what I had prepared for the press.
I have, therefore, contented mysel f
with stating" what appears to me to be
the real state of the question as it
now stand s between Mr. Malthus and
his opponents 3 and with suggesting
what I thin k sufficient to lead the
mind to the just conclusion respecting
the degree in which this question ,
however it be settled, can influence
our conceptions of the Divine bene-
volence.

There are some other topics in Dr.
Kdwards 's work which I could have
wished to discuss, but as they are not
essentia l to the argument, I have omit-
ted the m, lest my work should grow
to too great a bulk. The same reason
has prevented me fro m noticing aI)y
other part of the articles in the Eclec-
tic Review th-4 11 that which I Uaye
ment ioned. This'is 'the only essential
point which, it appears to me, they
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have brought into discussion, and
on which there is any thing to be
advanced which has not been alread y
advanced . But there are several other
topics of great interest and import-
ance which I have always thought it
would be very desirable to notice, and
which I have always intended to re-
q uest your permission , Mr. Edito r, to
discuss in your liberal and impartial
Repository. But more than two years
have passed away since that resolution
was formed , and my time has been so
little at my own command that 1 have
not been able to accomp lish my pur-
pose. However, if you think that
this is a proper subje ct for discussion
in the Repository, and if no other per-
son will undertake the task, (thoug h I
sincerely hope some of your able and
less occupied correspondents will un-
dertake it ,) I will endeavour to do so :
and if Quero do not find any thing" m
what is now added to the Illustrations
to remove his doubts, I shall be happy
to do all in my power to assist him in
solving* them , if lie will state them
with precision.

SOUTHWOOD SMITH.

whom, 1 am proud to say, I was per-
sonally and intimately acquainted ; for
such Presbyterianism, which claimed
authority fro m the Holy Ghost, which
imposed creeds of human in vention ,
and which abetted spiritual tyran ny,
nursed and nurtured in the very spirit
and principles of religious liberty as I
have been , I never could plead. Yet
even in that age of dark superstition,
Presbyteriunism was, in many re-
spects, an enlightened form of Chris-
tianity . Presbyterianism allowed no
other head of the Christian church,
than Christ, and called no man master
upon earth. It was founded on the
precept, " one is your master, even
Christ , and ye are brethren." It did ,
indeed , acknowledge different offices ,
and consequentl y differen t officers , in
the church of Christ , which existed in
the days of the apostles ; such as
teachers, presbyters or elders, and
deacons, administrators of its secular
concerns .

It must , however, be added , that
Presbyterianism did insist upon faith
in doctrines, which, to me, appear to-
be corruptions of the pure gospel of
Christ. But let it likewise be remem-
bered that this vvas not peculiar to
that syste m , but , unfortunately, pre-
vailed in all Christian churches, and
even in spiritual republics, sty ling
themselves Independent. Yet , with
all its faults and defects, it was pro-
ductive of various utilities ; its form,
of worship was plain and simple ; it
disavowed temporal authority in reli-
gious concerns. 1 beg leave to quote
its character as drawn by the transla-
tor of the Memoirs of the Rebellion in
17^5 , by the Chevalier dc Johnstone :
" Wherever the Pres byterian system
has been established—in Scotland , in
the north of Ireland , in Holland , Cer-
ntauy and Switzerland , or in the wilds
of North America , it luus uniformly
been accompanied by a marked eleva-
tion of character. The great bod y ot
the peop le identi f y themselves with
Presb ytery ; the humblest individual
fed s himself .something under it , and
niised in his own eyes ; and no virtue
can exist w i th ou t  such respect ; the
grand foundation on which the struc-
ture of .society rests , becomes thus
firm and solid. The comp lete esta-
blishment of Presbytery produced sueli
effects , that the Scotch , who, in one
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Sir , Cork , Januar y , 1822.
YOUR correspondent , who sub-

scribes himself [XVI. 727—729]
"No Presbyterian/ ' rep lies with some
degree of warmth to a charge of mis-
representation , absolutel y imaginary ;
a charge which I never meant to bring
against him , or any others of my En-
glish Dissenting brethren. With re-
spect to the circumstance of which he
comp lained , I did not feel interested
in it , and , consequentl y, meant not to
make any al lusion to it. It was the
paper in your valuable Repository ,
signed John M'Cready, [XVI. 4/ 3  —
4/5,] which called forth my exp lana-
tion of the peculiar circumstances or
the ministers and congregations to
whom he alluded , and my representa-
tion of what Presbvtermnisni now is ,
111 'd tfreat part of Ireland , by which
1 wished to give information , which
might be pleasing to my hi ghl y re-
spected Eng lish friends ; information
which I deemed justice required. For
j r esbyterianisin , as described in the
Encyclopedia Perthensis, or as de-
aoimced by that ' most -amiable, pious
*nd eminent labourer in the gospel
vuveyard , the late Dr. Toulmin ' with



century, were the tnost unprincipled
and desperate marauders, were, in the
next, examples of sobriety and peace.
It is not meant to defend the intoler-
ance with which the Presbyterians, as
well as other sects, were chargeable.
Peace be to their errors ! The auste-
rity too of the Presbyterians may
seem to throw an unnecessary gloom
over human life, and it cannot be de-
nied, that they formerly carried their
hatred of pleasure to an unwarrantable
excess ; but the open profligacy of
their opponents, the keen strugg le
they had so long maintained, and their
almost unparalleled sufferings, could
hardly fail to throw them into the ex-
treme of self-denial. To these times .
succeeded others of a different com-
plexion, in which nature asserted her
dominion over the Presbyterian s ; and
their austerity has long ceased to pass
the bounds of propriety /'

At present, as it exists in a great
part of this country, Presbyterianis m
is to be considered, not as imp lying
belief in any particular controverted
opinions, but rather as a religious as-
sociation of various and (as to faith and
worship) Independent Christian So-
cieties, represented in annual Synods
by their Elders and Ministers , and
thus forming, as I mentioned ipi my
former communication , tribunal s for
the preservation of temporal funds
and property ; for the settlemen t of
such differences as may unhappily
arise betweeji pastors and their con-
gregations, and for examining into
the characters and qualifications , not
the religious opinions , of candidates
for the ministerial office. No creed
xs imp osed ; no authori ty is assumed
over conscience , no absolute power of
decision , but simp ly the Christian
right and duty of exhorting, of admo-
nishing, of warning . The greater part ,
I believe I may say all, of the minis-
ters of the Synods of Minister and
Antri m , an d many of the ministers of
the fur more numerous Synod of Ul-
ster, hold the doctrine of the pure
unity of God , and pay religious adora-
tion to the Father only . This Presby-
terianism (as I have alread y stated)
claims no command over religious op i-
nions or religious worship ; to what
claims, there fore, " No Presbyterian"
refers , when ho expresses his convic-
tion, " that as ignorance and bigotry

shall give way to the farther advances
of knowledge, reflection and intelli-
gence, the Presbyterian cla ims will
recede more and more," I know not.
And as it does not arrogate power de-
rived from the Holy Ghost by the
imposition of the hands of the Presby-
tery ; nor attempt to infringe, in any
respect, the rights of conscience, but,
as I conceive, is productive of many
salutary effects, I cannot join in the
wish , that the very name of Presbyte-
rianism should be banished from the
ear th.

SENIOR.

168 Ha lVs " Apology fo r Freedom.9'

Sir,
MR. HALL of Leicester, in the

las t edition of his " Apology
for the Liberty of the Press," has very
properly omitted some acrim onious
passages concerning Dr. Horsley, of
which he has given notice to the reader
in his Advertisement, and one reason
he assigns for the omission of these
passages is, that they were scarcel y
consistent wi th the " reverence due
TO DEPARTED GENIUS." Now with
whatever feelings we contemp late what
is called Genius, that of reverence
surely ought not to be one of them.
I re verence only moral excellence.
In all the writings of the ear ly Chris-
tians, I find no reverence attached
to Genius, living or departed. The
Author of the Christian dispensation
expresses no reverence for men of
Genius. If Christians were to become
like little children, they were not per-
mitted to value themselves or others
as men of Genius. Indeed, this term
Genius, as it is now used, insp ires
nothing but disgust. Now every poe-
tastic and flippant witling is a man of
Gen ius , and may think himself, for
aught I know, entitled to revkrknce!
If Dr. IJorsley in the privacy of his
own heart , sacrifi ced either passion or
interest to a sense of duty, I will not

" I Ideny him reverence, and he wiJ l
have his reward.

But Mr. Hall, in his reverence
for  departj eo Genj us , has om itted
in this edition of his tract his elaborate
eulogium on Dr. Priestley, without
giving to the reader the slightest in-
timation of such omission. Perl%ap&
Dr. Priestley, when departed , was not
to be regarded as a man of Genius*
though whilst living, he received the



homage of Mr. Hall ! or, perhaps, Mr.
Hall offers up the manes of Dr. Priest-
ley 9 to the feelings of orthodox asso-
ciates 1 But enough of conjecture , Mr.
Hall alone knows his own motives of
action. However, there are those who
regard Dr. Priestley not only as a man
of Genius, but as a man of the most
solid claims to reverence. Priest-
ley, by nature or habit , or both , was a
mail of restless activity ; but he uni-
form ly directed that activity to what
seemed to him the public good, seek-
ing neither emolument nor honour
from men. His youth, devoted to
labour and spent in the habit of chas-
tity, temperance, and every virtue, was
a faultles s example to all, and a striking
contras t to that of some men who have
been called men of Genius. He knew
how to bear poverty without murmur-
ing, and disappointment without fret-
fulness. He j ustified the will of his
aunt , which deprived him of expecta-
tions she had excited. His attainments
were various and extensive, yet such
was bis true Christian humility, that
when his reputation as a discoverer m
physics was higher than that of any
man in Europe, he urged men to the
pursuit of natural philosop h y, alleging
that the purs ui t demanded nothing
more than common powers of mind.
So fur was he from demanding iieve-
rkxci: due to genius. When, phi-
losop h y was in fashion , and he, as one
of its great masters, was in fashion , he
wrote on religion , to the inj ury of his
reputation , onl y because he believed it
still more important to mankind than
any of the pursuits of philosop hy. His
writings in philosophy, history, theo-
logy, criticism , and metap hysics , re-
main monuments of a vigorous, varied
and extensive Genius . But leaving
his writings out of the case, he was
one of the most laborious clergymen
who ever lived. His preaching, cate-
chising, and other ministerial labours,
would have been beyond the ability of
u"y other man. Some men have called
him the head of a sect. If he were,
no one who ever sustained that charac-
ter, is worth y to be compared with
hi'u . The JLuthers , Calvins, Knoxes
ami Cranmers , for comprehension of
"tiud , acutene&!3»of distinction , depth
°f research and varied attainments
wtTe all mere children to Priestley. I

confess I read his writings against the
Trinity without interest ; because writ-
ings for or against an impossibility,
if they display all the acuteness of
Scotus himself, are of little value. If
there were a fault in the mental cha-
racter of Priestley, I should be inclined
to think it was too conclusive, as he
seems to me to be confiden t some-
times on subjec ts which hard ly admit
of positive decision. But one should
hesitate, perhaps, here ; the*fault may
be in one's own mind.

He wrote his life when he was in
the zenith of his reputation, and dis-
dains not then to tell us, where he
preached in his youth, and with what
acceptance his sermons were received
by an unlettered audience. He was,
in short , a perfect pattern of Christian
simp licity, and such an union of talents
and attainments, with so much sanctity
of character, I believe never before
existed. And shall we regard this
" DEPARTD GENI U S" without REVE-
R E N C E  ?

If Mr. Hall have ceased to praise
Priestley, there is little to be lamented
in this silence, when we perceive how
liberal he is of his praise to his ortho-
dox associates living or dead . This
Tract contains very little " satis elo-
quentiae, sapiential parum," and the
statesman and moralist will find in it
nothing to direct their conduct. And
as to eloquence, (of which Mr. Hall
has an amp le share,) I fear it is seldom
subservient to the pro motion of reli-
gion. The effect of eloquence is to
rouse men to some sudden act. To
give a vote, or to light a battle, men
may be roused by eloquence. But
religion is no sudden impulse. The
Christian warfare is constant , perse-
vering, and ends onl y with life. Elo-
quence can do nothing here. Who
that is bent upon the discharge of
Christian duty ,  does not find in the
simple but classic page of William 1
Law, more eflicacious persuasion than
iu all the eloquent declamation (rich
and varied as it is) of Jeremy Tay lor ?
Mr. Hall is eloquent ; he is, perhaps,
a man of Genius ; but if he be a good
man , is on that account only entitled
to REV ERENC E : sanctity of character,
and that alone , is above all Greek,
above all Koman praise.

homo.
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Art. I.—An Inqu iry into the Proba-
bility and Rationality of Mr. Hun-
te?*\s Theory of Life , Sf C  By John
Abernethy, F. R. S., &c. 1814.

Art. II.—An Intr oduction to Com-
p arat ive Anatomy and Physiology,
&e. By William Lawrence, F.R.S.
1816.

Art. III . — Physiological Lectures,
Sf C .  By John Abernethy, F. R .S.
1817.

Art . IV. — Lectures on Physiology,
Zoology and the Natural History
of Man, delivered at the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons. By William
Lawrence. F. R. S. 1819.

Art. V. — Sketches on the Ph iloso^
p hy of Life. By Sir T. C. Morgan.
18*19.

Art. VI.—Remarks on Scepticism,
being an Ansirer to the P^ieivs of
Bichat, Sir T. C. Morgan, and Mr.
Laterence. By the Rev. Thomas
Renuell, A. M., Christian Advocate
in the University of Cambridge.
1819.

Art. VII. — Cursory Observations
upo n the Lectures, Sf C  By one of
the People called Christians. 1819.

Art. VIII .—A Letter to the Rev.
Thomas RennelL From a Gradu-
ate in Medicine. 1819.

A rt. IX.—A Letter on the Reputed
Immateriality of tri e Human Soul:
trith Strictures on the Rev. T. Ren-
nelVs late Publication. 1821. Hun-
ter. 3s.

Art. X.—An Inquiry into the Op i-
nions , Ancient and Modern , con-
cerning Life and Organization.
By John Barclay, M . D. Edin-
burgh. 1822. 12*.

[A correspondent having sent the follow-
ing paper in the form of a Review , the
Kditor publishes it in that  form , though
without  plcd giug himself to every opi-
uiou expressed in it.]

W
l'i have been almost deterred by
the long array of belli gerents

in this controversy, fro m entering the
field and at tempt ing 1 a Review of their
respective merits ; but the subj ect be-
ing owe of x>cculiar interest, and having-

REVIE W.
" Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame,"—Pope

been treated by most of our content
poraries with disgracefu l bigotry, we
shall attempt a general retrospect of
the publications we have enumerated
bespeaking the indulgence of our rea-
ders on account of our necessarily
restricted limits.

The inquiry into the principle of
life and organization is intrinsically
one of philosophical curiosity? and
peculiarly so to Unitarians, who, per.
haps, in their general sectarian cha-
racter, may be denomin ated Mate-
rialists. On this particular question
our own individual opinions are unset-
tled, and perhaps at variance wi th the
theory of Materialism ; but at the
same time we cannot stand timidly by
and witness the scandalous opinions
imputed to the Materialists, as conse-
quences of their doctrine, and repeated
in a geometrical progressive ratio with
the solemnity and repetition of denial :
for what, in the year A. D. 1821, could
exceed the following sentence in Mr.
RennelPs (the Christian Advocate's)
Remarks on Scepticism : " Atheism and
Materialism go hand in hand" ? We
offer this " Christian Advocate" his
choice of the two horns of the dilem-
ma—ignorance or impudence.

This controversy has also become
more interesting from the recent sup-
pression of Mr. Lawrence's works,
which appears to have become neces-
sary from the clamour of bigotry in
fits, and the imminent danger of his
gown and temporalities—the Profes-
sorship of Anatomy and Surgery to the
Roy al College of burgeons, &e. The
"Holy Alliance" (in the name of
the Holy Trinity) and their connexions ,
it is well known, are great epicures iu
books, and seem to have g iven Mr.
Lawrence a place in the revived Ind.
Expurg . Anglicanus : such is the spi-
rit of these literary incendiaries.

The theory of life was, undoubtedly,
at an earlier period of philosophical
and religious knowledge, an object -of
more anxious importance than at pre-
sent, since the possibility and proba-
bility of a future state were deeply
imp licated in the research, while the
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Heathen philosopher had no aid frefti
the light of revelation. Accordingly,
we find it a favourite speculation of
the Oriental philosophers, and of the
" Wise Men" of Greece and Rome.
Indeed it is probable, that the doc-
trine of Immateriality owed its early
origin to the natural and proud desire
of a future state, so inherent in man,
and was the only theory on which,
with their limited physical and meta-
physical knowledge, they could found
its belief. To enumerate or examine
the several opinions of the Heathen
philosophers on immortality and cau-
sation, is inconsistent with our limits ;
and we will take the liberty of refer-
ring our readers to a very interesting
work on that subject, by Mr. Scott,
Aberdeen Professor of Moral Philo-
sophy. The philosophical inquirer
also is familiar with the " intellectual
system" of the learned and laborious
(Jud worth, who, in his refutation of
Atheism , has amply explored the laby-
rinths of ancient metaphysics. Neither
shall we here en ter into the contro-
versies concerning- the belief of the
ancients in a future state, or the sin-
gular silence of the Old Testament on
the subje ct. Both have occupied a
distinguished rank in British litera-
ture, and engaged the learning and
research of many celebrated names.
Suffice it to observe, in p rocessu y with
respect to the hope and theories of the
Heathens , that the faint and anxious
expectation indul ged by some few,
and the bold denial of all possibility of
futurit y by others , constitute an un-
answerable argument for the necessity
or rather for the utility of revelation :
and as to the question of the Jewish
Scri pture s, which engaged the pens
of Warburton and Middlcton. the
very fact of the controversy is a plain
proof that the doctrine of a future
state and the immateriality of the hu-
man mind was not revealed ; or , at all
events , most imperfectly, and could not
have been a principal obj ect of the
old covenant : arid, indeed, the exist-
ence of the sect of the Sadducccs
would of itsel f have affo rded a strong
proof. It was reserved for the glori-
ous distinction of Christianity to bring
p '1'.0 arK * immortality to light ," and
Uirist became "the firs t-fruits of them
which slept." It was this glorious
and invaluable privilege which Paul
Preached to the men of Athens, that

'f stumbling-block" to the Greeks.
This was his defence before FeBx :C( Afte r the way which they call heresy,
so worship I the God of my fathers \
and have hope towards God that the.re
shall be a resurrection both of the
just and the unjust ; and herein do I
exercise myself to have always a con-
science void of offence towards God
and men.3' S-o also befofe King
Agri ppa : " And now 1 stand and an!
judged for the hope of the promise
made of God unto our fathers, for
which hope's sake, King Agrippa, I
am accused of the Jews. Why should
it be thought a thing incredible with
you that God should raise the dead ?*'

Now to every reflecting and critical
reader of the New Testament, it is
notorious that the very few particu-
lars communicated as to a future state.
indeed it may almost be asserted, that
the bare promise and the title to it,
constitute the whole revelation . On
some future occasion we shall enlarge
on this interesting topic. The scanti-
ness of the divine communication has
been often lamented , even by Chris-
tians themselves, and, we believe, is 3,
cause of great anxiety with many very
pious believers ; but this limited know-
ledge appears to us perfectly consistent
with the economy of the Divine go-
vernment, and the silence of the sacred
writers on this subj ect , a very remark-
able testimony of their integrity . We
shal l , however, at present, onl y ob-
serve, that these metap hysical obliqui-
ties , now under censure, are in them-
selves a fair proof how little the liiriited
power of the human mind can com-
prehend on such a subj ect ; and , con-
sequentl y, that unless man was dif-
ferentl y endowed than by his present
constitution , such particulars could
not be the obj ects of revelation , be-
cause he could not have comprehended
them. Our future existence, calcu-
lated for immortal duration , can be
conceived by no analogical knowledge
of our present mortal senses ; for if
man 's understanding could compre-
hend the secrets and powers of Divine
Omnipotency, it would of necessity be
equal to it : sufficient that we are
assured of our mental identity ; and as
to the mode of our resuming thttt-
what could the knowledge of it add
to the sense or influence of our mo-
ral responsibility, or to our grateful
anticipation of future happiness ? W*
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are ignorant whether there be not pas-
sions in the human mind which, in
this world, remain dormant and undis-
covered , for want of objects to excite
them ; and with respect to the manner
of our resurrection , we are described
as the " workmanship of the Creator j"
and all Deists have conceded, that the
-Creator who first made us could re-
make us after dissolution. The sculp-
tor can mould his plaister into various
shapes, can again confound it into a
general mass, and again fashion them
fro m the same ; shall we deny the
same power to the Great Scul ptor of
nature ? Lord Herbert , in his cele-
brated Dialogues, p. 169, lias the fal-
lowing admission : " His restoring the
dead to life seems miraculous, because
it is rare and unusual ; though y et, if
we consider things aright , the birth of
a child would be the greater wonder :
it not being so strange, that any
which once was, should be again , as
that which never was, should be at
all." Mr. Paine, also, in the 2nd part
of his Age of Reason , makes the same
confession, expressing his hope and
expectation of futurity . We, as Chris-
tians, are no more bound to exp lain
how this hope will be realized than
the sceptic is. If God raise the dead ,
whether they have the same bodies
they had formerly, or whether some
other particles of matter be in the
composition of them , or whether they
will not have something added to coun-
teract their former mortality , docs he
not do what he promised ? The ques-
tion is certainl y a very immaterial
one ; and Alexander, in his Parap hrase
on Corinthians, very pertinentl y re-
mark s, that it is not the most inter-
esting that can be imag ined , since it
may be reduced to this point—Whether
our houses from heaven , us the apostle
<!iills them, will be entirely new, bot h
for matter and form , or fitted up in
part out of the old materials. Nor
do we consider that this physiological
or metap hysical controversy at all in-
volves the questio n of an intermediate
state ; and we wen* some months
.since, greatl y surprised to hear the
horror expressed by a venerable and
learned ornament of the Dissenting
Church , on the accidental introduc-
tion , by IN I r. Belsham , of his (M r.
Belsham's) disbelief of an intermedi-
ate state preceding a day of genera l
j udgment. On the occasion al luded

to, the €t sleep of the soul/' or this
temporary suspension of existence
was denounced as incompatible with
any rational hope of futurity. Surely
nothing could be more unphilosophi,
cal than such an inference. We well
know the nattering prospect which
the dying* Christian sees, of an imme-
diate junction with those friends who
have gone before him to their lono-
home ; but how vulgar is the preju .
dice against the heterodox belief in
the temporary suspension of existence
between the days of death and jud g^
ment, and an interregnum perhaps
ordained by the superior wisdom of
the Deity 1 This is purely a specula-
tive subj ect, and we by no means
assert a confident opinion against an
intermediate state ; but from the con-
sideration we have hitherto given it ,
we do conceive that the doctrine of
Materialism is here consistent with
reason and scripture, and would argue
against it. We shall make use of
some very remarkable arguments of
Alexander, selected from pp. 46, 47.

< c The time which passes between death
and the resurrection may be very short.
And though it should be some ages longer
than we apprehend , yet to them that
sleep, and are unconscious of what passes,
it will appear less than a moment ; and
the very same instant which separates
them from this mortal life, must , to their
though t and apprehension , be that  which
unites them for ever to their Saviour and
their God. I do not mention it with any
considerable stress , that there seems a
sort of equality,  which is not unp leasing
to the human  mind , in such a constitu-
tion as we arc speaking of, where no
person is distinguished fro m another ,
cither to his advantage or loss, on ac-
count of a difference in the t ime of his
birth , which is wholl y arbitrary, and con-
st i tutes no part of his character or desert :
but each man appearing in his own order ,
and receiving at the hand of Providence
the materials of his future character and
hope, having fiJJcd up the station assigned
him either to his honour or disgrace ,
retires at the appointed time, and waits
t i l l  a gene ral day of retribution ; to re-
ceive , in common with all who have
home any part in the concerns of human
life , that  sentence which his conduct has
deserved , from the universal Judge and
Parent. And one person has no more
reason to comp lain , that an examination
has not been made into his character and
conduct before th is  t ime, than an oth er
thai , he was not brought into the scene
sooner."
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And to examine the justice of ano-
ther imputed imperfection of revela-
tion , namely, the indefinite period of
the day of j udgment, we shall further
quote the observations of the same
ingenious commentator, fro m pp. 89,
,90. Many " probable reasons" may
i)c mentioned, t( why the precise time
of this event was left so undetermined,
or rather entire ly unknown."

" For as the gospel has fixed the time
of ju dgment to the coming of Christ , and
»uves men no promise or expectation of
i. retr ibution before that period , to have
determined this coming to any particular
j cra, would have been attended with two
manife st inconveniences. First , the more
remote any ages of men were from the
period foretold , they would consider them-
selves as so much the less interested in
its approach ; and , therefore , the expec-
tatio n of it would have a proportionably
smaller influence upon their apprehen-
sions and practice. Secondly, the nearer
the world drew to its conclusion , men
would be more strongly affected , and at
last thrown into the utmost confusion.
The springs of human action would by
degrees lose their force, the business of
the world come to a stand , while all were
inten t upon the approaching re volution.
These inconveniences are sufficiently pro-
vided against by the wisdom of heaven.
For as we are cautioned to beware of
false prophets , who should pretend to tell
us that Christ is in this or that place,
and immediatel y to appear ; so we are
warned against another abuse, proceeding
from a contrary cause, namely, a pre-
sumptio n of its delay, by which too many
would be led to set at defiance an event
which th ey though t afa r off, and long in
wining. Matt .  xxiv. 48. And further ,
Jhe suddenness with which it will take
place is intended to prevent that  disorder
hi human affairs which the apprehension
( >f its near but slow approach would at
any t ime occasion.—The uncertainty of
this event bears a near resemblance to
the natural uncertainty of human life ,
and seems calculated to produce the same
effect. Me who tells me that  I am nior-
fal , tells me that death is near , that life
™ short and the days few , that L may die
so<m or suddenl y, that I should be con-
tinu all y expecting the end of life , and
"<>t be surprised if it should take place
to morrow. And he is equall y a true
jj rophet , whether I die the next day orllv^ beyond fourscore. Is not this the
to"Kuage of Scri pture , with respect tolh x̂ coming of Christ ?"
. * Uese remarks may, perhaps, be
bought out of piaci^ 

or foreign to the

subject : they will, however, shew, that
the Materialist may have a most con-
sistent belief in revelation, and that
" Materialism and Atheism" do not
" go hand in hand." We considered it
highly important to prove, that Chris-
tianity is not endangered in these dis-
putes on the vital principle ; and we
shall, afterwards, shew from the ortho-
dox wranglers themselves, how little
they are, in fact , interested in esta-
blishing the separate existence of the
soul.

The really interesting question,
therefore, arises, How was this spuri-
ous doctrine foisted into the funda-
mentals of the Christian faith, and at
what period was the simp licity of
Christianity destroyed by its introduce
tion ? It was the gift of Paganism to
Revelation in that early defection of
the Eastern and Western churches
from the simp le tenets taught by our
Saviour and his primitive disciples ;
and the doctrine of Immateriality was
the axis on which the doctrines of
Purgatory, Transubstantiation and the
" Hypostatic Union" revolved , and
without which these ecclesiastical
mints could not have been worked
to any pecuniary advantage. On this
was founded the institution of masses
and saintly shrines ; and was, indeed ,
the soul of that funding system of
priestcraft, which ultimately saddled
such a grinding weight of unproduc-
tive labour on the industry of the
peop le. In this subtle fluid was the
credulity of the people steeped , and
their whole faith was pinned on that
crafty motto of monastic art—"Pi u
ci inett i , piu merifi"—the more you
tnve , the more's the merit ! Dr. Priest-
ley 's able pedigree of this natural child
of Heathenism is well known, and
here we shall leave it ; for no one, to-
lerably read in history, is ignorant
how much more this doctrine owes its
birth and existence to Plato and Eneas
than to Christ or his apostles.

This controversy, both in its phy-
siological and metap hysical relations,
has been often agitated in Europe.
Our limits will not , however, allow
us to sketch any particular outline of
the systems which have successively
supplanted each other. This will be
found to have been performed in a
very full and able manner by Dr.
Barclay, in the 3rd and 4th chapters
of his volume (the kust article in our
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notice). The third chap ter details the
opinions of those who, since the revival
.of learning" in Europe, have treated of
the causes of organization, and ascrib-
ed the principal phenomena of life to
-organic structure. These comprise
-the distinguished names of Paracel-
sus, Fray, Darwin, Leibnitz, Priest-
ley, Haller, Buffon, Needham, JVku-
pertuis, Robmet, Blumenbach, Gas-
^endi, Cuvier, Lawrence, Cabanis, Des
Cartes, &c. The 4th chapter parti-
cularizes the opinions of those who
suppose a living internal principle dis-
tinct fro m, the body, and likewise the
cause of organization ; comprehend-
ing the celebrated names of Harvey,
Willis, Hunter, Abernethy, Deleure
^ind Grew.

To enter into any separate examina-
tion of these various theories is impos-
sible : they compose a Babel of hypo-
theses ; and , as Dr. Barclay remarks in
his summary view, all physiological
writers, both ancient and modern,
seem to be agreed, that the causes of
life and organization are utterly invi-
sible, whether they pass under the
name of animating principles, vital
principles, indivisible atoms, sperma-
tic powers, organic particles, organic
germs, formative appetencies, forma-
tive propensities, formative forces , for-
mative minuses, pre-existing monads,
semina rerum, plastic natures, occult
qualities, or certain unknown chemical
affinities !

The theological part of this contro-
versy, as connected with our own
country, forms no part of the present
review ; and , indeed , a most impartial
history of it has been compiled by
Archdeacon Blackburne , in his "His-
torical View of the Controversy con-
cerning an Intermediate State, and the
Separate Existence of the Soul : 2nd
ed., 1772."

We pass over altogether the many
absurd theories which might amuse
our readers, though not instruct them ;
and which have abounded in the last
century , f rom the opinions of Bishop
Berkley to animal magnetism , inclu-
sive , and not fo rgetting the hypothesis
of the celebrated modern French che-
mist , Delamctherie , who affirms that
the Deity is nothing more than a crys-
tallization ! Bishop B. pretended to
disbelieve the evidence of his senses ,
and to doubt the existence of matter :
he contended, that sensible, material

-objects, as tbey <afre called, ar e not ex.ternal to the mind , but exist in it, aadare nothing more than impressions orshadows inade upon it by the imme«
diate act of the Deity. To reason
with any of these visionists would beto fall to a level with them in absur-
dity. The pens and ink with which
they wrote their paradoxes, were their
refutation -r as the works of those ultra-
orthodox which contend against the
use of reason in matters of religion
by their very arguing disprove the po-
sition. We shall confine ourselves
therefore, to the question at issue, as
relating to the principle of vitality in
man considered as matter and a body.

And, to arrive at a simp le definition ,
we shall borrow the definitions of an
author whose work, though on a de-
partment of Natural History of con-
fined interest, we have lately read with
great admiration of his power of ab-
stract reasoning, and of the truly philo-
sophical liberality with which, though
an Immaterialis t, he states the argu-
ments of Materialism. *

" Particles of matter when collected
together in a mass of any degree of size
or compactness form a body.  An organic
bod y is a mass of matter of which the
component molecules are or have been
in motion on being collected together by
intussusception. Such a body is said to
live or to have lived . By the terra Hft
we would express that faculty which cer^
tain combinations of material particles
possess, of existing for a certain time
under a det erminate form, and of draw-
ing while in this state into thei r compo-
sition , and assimilating to their own na-
ture, a part of the substances which may
surround them, and of restoring the same
again under various forms."

Mr. Macleay goes on to observe :
" How this faculty is acquired, what is

its immediate cause, or, in other words,
whether there may not be several medi-
ate causes betweeu it and the Primary
Cause, are questions to the solution of
which we are totally incompetent. It is
to the organic body what the expansion
of steel is to a watch , or that of steam is
to the engine ; but if we ask what is ex-
pansion ? what is life ? we can get no
answer but a recital of their effects."

We have thus borrowed this clear
description of mail as the most con-

* Horae Entomological : or, Essays on
the Anoulose Animals ; by W. S. Macleay,
Esq., A, JM. k\ L. SL
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ciae in **s language and idea we ever
met with. The distinctive character
of man, and the superiority of his sen-
tieat principle to that of all organized
beings, is too evident to need any
illustration : nor can it, we think, be
denied by any species of sceptic , that
this world is particularly designed for
his developement. God made man
after his own image, endowed him with
reason, that distinctive prerogative of
our nature, and delegated to him cer-
tain limited powers. " Let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth."
<< Far as Creation 's ample range extends,

The scale of sensual mental powers
ascends :

Mark how it mounts to man 's imperial
race,

From the green myriads in the peopled
grass."

We might give endless quotations, were
it necessary, from sceptical writers
and comparative anatomists, in proof
of the vast superiority of our nature,
sentient and organic, over the whole
organized creation. Lord Monboddo
has, indeed, endeavoured to assimilate
us to baboons, with amputated tails ;
and Lord Kames has described the
Giages (an African nation) as a species
totally distinct from mankind, because
they killed their own children , and
robbed the nurseries of their enemies :
two instances among many, that writers
against Revelation have nevertheless
a credulity equal , if not superior , to
that of any Christian fanatic.

It is the study of our intellectual
nature which we ter m metaphysical
science ; the study of our organic na-
ture, physiology. The great physiolo-
gical question at issue is, respecting
the cause of the vital phenomena,
whether the effect of a certain organ-
ism of the materials which compose
uie visible structure, or a principle
totally distinct : the , metaphysical
question , whether the sentient princi-
ple, or faculty of thinking, can be
produced out of the powers and vari-
ous modifications of matter, or is
ii son Uf t f ling- supera«dded to matter.

j nce arose, among the ancients, those
subtle, scholastic questions relative tonnal causes, which have^ continued tolu« present times, and ub long as this

world exists wHl allord matter for dis-
putation. Previous to the days of
Lord Bacon, the object of philosophi-
cal inquiry was directed, not to the
actual state of the creation as it ap-
pears to be formed, but to the means
by which it has arrived at its present
state. The vast progress of science
since the memorable introduction of
Lord Bacon's principles of induction,
has occupied the pen of Mr. Dugald
Stewart in a dissertation which, f o r
real knowledge and eloquent language,
eclipses the works of all modern his-
torians.

We have thus distinguished the opini-
ons of metaphysicians into Materialism
and Immaterialism. We have shewn
the unpopularity of the former theory
to arise very much from its contradic-
tion of the popular religion of the
world , both Pagan and Roman Catho-
lic, wherever they have been " the law
of the land ;" and in later times, it
owes much of its obnoxious character
to being the basis of the celebrated
system of Spinoza, and the doctrine of
many of the sceptics of the last cen-
tury . A refutation of Spinonism and
Atheism cannot be needed in our pages.
Atheism, were it cultivated as a sys-
tem , might indeed merit the notice of
a legislature, since every tie of society
is destroyed and all the motives of
virtue buried in " annihilation, the
sanctuary of sin." But the works-
of Boyle, Bently, Old worth , Clarke,
Tucker and Pa-ley, are barriers against
the inroad of this black infidelity, and
have demonstrated the material world,
" one stupendous whole,
Whose bod y Nature is, and God the soul.**"

The advocates of Materialism may
be subdivided into two parties ; viz.
those who believe in the authority of
revealed religion , and those who do
not. The Christian Materialist usually-
believes in the immateriality of the
Deity, but contends that the sentien t,
cogitative principle in man is not dis-
tinct fro m the body, but the result of
its organization. The Deisticul M ate-
rialists appear to verge closely on Spi-
nonism, and argue, that , as the powers
of perception and thought have never
been found but iu conj unction with a
certain organized system of matter,
therefore those powers usual ly exist in
and depend on such a system. They
have been nearly ail unbelievers iu a
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future state. Surely, therefore, there
needs no comparison of the superio r
sanctions to virtue in the gospel scheme
and of the glorious superiority of that
divine illumination which li ghts us
through the dark valley of the shadow
of death. Ignorance and prej udice
may, and indeed do, assert, that the
ChristianMaterialist,proceeding on the
same reasoning with the Sceptical Ma-
terialist, would necessarily be subject
to the same contempt of revelation
and futurity, and which, if pushed to
its exten t, would lead to the Atheist's
creed of a material Deity ; but this by
no mean s follows, and we shall give
the present controversy in evidence.
We strongly contend , on behalf of
Christian Materialists, that , as far as
revelation is concerned , their op inions
make not a shadow of difference. We
do not enter into the various theories
of Immateriality, which, indeed , is a
term for a something of which no one
has yet given any distinct exp lanation .
We are ourselves strongly inclined to
the hypothesis of Mr. Locke, who
thought there was some unknown prin-
ciple superadded to matter to confer
the faculty of thinking • but we do not
wish to obtrude our own individual
speculations on our readers : we only
wish to inculcate Mr. Locke's liberal
accompaniment, that these metap hy-
sical riddles have no right to be ob-
truded as creeds , and that , however
that faculty may exist , A < it cannot be
in any created being but mere ly by the
good p leasure and bounty of the Cre-
ator." JSee Essay on II. Und. B. iv.
Oh. ;*.

jmit to exhib i t  the same evident
truism from these metap h ysical alarm-
ists themselves , we will quote the fol-
lowing accidental and simp le sli p of
the pen in the very fi rs t page of the
Quarterl y Rev iew , and after which its
scurrility require s no other antidote : —
" I t  can scarcel y be necessary to re-
mind our readers , in l iminc , tha t  the
nature of the l iving pr inci ple is among

through the whole ; range of organized
creation ; but on what they depend ,
and how they are produced , never has
been discovered , and probabl y never
will" ! And again , p. 20 : 4 < Immateri-
al ity does not necessarily  imp ly immor*

the subje cts which are manifest l y be-
yond the reach of human investi gat ion.
The eilccts and the properties of life
are indeed obvious to our senses

tali ty : they are not convertible terms,*'
So also Mr. Rennell , in his -Remarks
p. 113 : "The principle of voliti un'
because it is immaterial, is not, there-
fo re, of necessity, immortal-" These
admissions, however , were necessary
since they knew that any argument
used to prove the necessary self- exist-
ence of the soul, went to prove its pr e*
existence—an absurdity too great for
even them to undertake, skilled as
they are in maintaining paradoxes.
Now, if immateriality be not necessa-
rily immortal, common sense must
perceive that it cannot be a requisite
or material part of the creed of a
Christian ; or at all events, that it is
equal ly subject with matter to decay
and perish -, since, by their confession,
immateriality may have a beginning
and an end , and yet man attain im-
mortality . Where, then , is the object
of dispute, or where any preference of
the two opinions ? And even had there
not been this luckless admission, who
would be the scep tic ;—the Immateri-
alist, who reckoned on futurity as the
necessary result of an imperishable
vital princi ple ; or the Unitarian Chris-
tian Materialist, who placed his hope
in the power and benevolence of his
Creator, and on the fact of one Man ,
Christ Jesus, having actually risen from
the dead ? We think St. Paul has
answered this : " If Christ be not risen ,
ye are yet in your sins, and those also
who are fallen asleep in Jesus are
perished."—" But now is Christ risen
fro m the dead , and become the first-
fruits of them that slept." Did St.
Paul believe in futurity oa any other
trust  than that of the resurrection oi
our Saviour ? Did he believ e in an
intermediate state of the soul , prev i -
ous to the resurrection of the bod y t
And how many sublime passages in
his writings are destroyed by the sup-
position of an intermediate state !

The Christian Materialist founds his
hope on the immediate power of tin
Deity ; the Immaterialist , on the sub -
ordinate agency of a suppo sititious vi-
tal principle ; yet the latter denounces
the former as a sceptic 1 Mr. Macleay,
to whose candour we have before ap-
pealed , has stated our own opinmi^
on this head with great f orce. kt l"e
necessary immortality of the human
soul is a dogma as much in opposition
to the idea of Divine Omnipotence, as
its necessary mortality. W ithout the
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assurances of revelation, the immorta-
lity of the soul could never have been
ascertained ; nay, perhaps might have
been reasonably doubted."—P. 479.

We fear we have entered too fully
into the general question to admit
of any quotations from the different
works , the particular subject of our
review. Of Mr. Lawrence's volumes,
we cannot sufficientl y express our
praise of the scientific knowledge and
love of truth which everflows every
page ; and it is lamentable that the
deadl y poison of bigotry should have
been emp loyed against the works of
an author , which bid fair to redeem
our character in Comparative Anatomy
and Physiology. The lectures on the
natural history of man are of course
more interesting to the general reader.
Mr. Rennell may term the following
sentence Atheism, from p. 30 of the
two Introductory Lectures, but we do
not: " From the modifications of
structure , and its constant relation to
the wants , habits and powers of ani-
mals, there arises the strongest evi-
dence of final purposes, and therefore
the strongest proof of an Intelligent
First Cause." We shall not, how-
ever, reflect on the understanding of
our readers by further quoting numer-
ous sentences on " that Exalted Power
and Wisdom, in testimony of which all
nature cries aloud," (to use the words
of Mr. Lawrence, p. 52 of his Physio-
logy,) and repeated in language too
fervid , pious and eloquent to admit a
doubt of his sincerity. He has no
where, in matter, that we can disco-
ver, impugned the truth of revelation :
and whatever may be his opinions,
(and they are certainly of comparative
insignificancy to the subject of his
works ,) we are sure Mr. Lawrence has
too much common sense to believe
that Christianity can be disposed of in
a parenthesis. We certainly can disco-
v<*r a detestation of priestcraft , which,whatever may be the policy or pro-
priet y <> f disseminating it through the
medium of his Lectures, does honou rt(> him in an age where talent and
pol itica l prost itu t ion are such saleab le
commodities in the market of corrup-tion. IJm we do confess we are some-
what puzzled to discover the relevancy
111 

a ,uote on tbe Game Laws, which
Mr . Luwreiufe introduces as an alter-
? Ve.to the subject ; unless, indeed , it
™<l been a short biographical notice

of some of those unfortuna te youbg
gentlemen who are occasionally intro-
duced to his anatomical inquisition by
steel traps, spring guns, and the sen-
tences of Mr. Justice Best. Mr. Law-
rence also occasionally volunteers a
remark on the comparative anatomy
of the American and English govern-
ments ; and we shrewdly suspect that
this effluvia of civil liberty has offended
the olfactory nerves of the Quarterly
Review and its patrons. We conceive
these zealous Immaterialists are just
as m uch interested for relig ion as the
faculty of a northern metropolis, who
so memorably opposed the election of
Leslie to their mathematical chair on
the ground of his Materialism, and
have since preferred a candidate for
the lectureship of Moral Philosophy,
reputed to have made a cock-pit of his
drawing-room, parodies on the words
of Scripture, and a living by the editor-
ship of Blaekwood's Magazine. Such
is the physical reward of *' plastic
natures/' and of those who uphold thenatures/' and of those who uphold the
policy of the " social" system, in thin-
ning his Majes ty 's redundant popula-
tion at Tyburn Gate ! " Religion—
Politics—there's a couple of topics
for you, no more like one another
than oil and vinegar ; and yet, these
two, beaten together by a state cook,
make sauce for the whole nation." *

Of the part which Mr. Abernethy
has written and acted, we cannot give
unquali fied approbation , highly as we
estimate his strong and original talent,
and the obligations due to him for his
advancement of surgical science. But
as a philosopher, he should have sup-
ported Mr. Lawrence in maintaining the
independence of the chair, however he
might have differed from him in opi-
nion. We give Mr. Abernethy credit
for sincere motives in a wish to secure-
as he conceived , the religious princi-
ples of the students ; but we think he
ought rather to have shewn the insig-
nificancy of the dispute as far as con-
cerned religion , on that beautiful sen-
timent of the pious and philosophical
Bonnet, so often quoted by Dr. Priest^
ley and others : " Si quelqu * un d&-
montrero it ja mais que £ ' time est mat£-
rielle, loin tie sJ en en larmcr y il f a udroii
adm irer la p uissance qui auroit donnS
ct la ma lit re la capa city de p enserS *

* Congreve's Love for Love.
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Mr. Abernethy, on the contrary, like
all Ii«materialists, edges in his own
hypothesis, and endeavours to define
that which he pronounces undiscover-
able* A theory of Mr. John Hunter's
is the grand specific prescribed for the
prevention and cure of Mr. Lawrence's
influence. He has since exhibited it
ij a several subsequent forms—in a lit-
tle anonymous tract on the Human
Mind, dedicated to (b y) himself ; and
lately in some reflections on Dr. Gall
and Spurtzeim's System of Physiog-
nomy and Phrenology. Indeed , from
the assiduity with which this grand
tnentai catholicon is published, we
expect some morning to see John
Hunter 's name supersede on the walls
and churches of the metropolis, *c Dr.
Eady, Dean Street , Soho." Leucip-
pus, we remember, described the vital
principle as a certain blue flame ; and
this Hunterian hypothesis of Mr. Aber-
nethy's may be termed the Pillula
Salutaria, or blue pill of his meta-
physics. Whatever effect this physio-
logical opinion may have on his pati-
ents, most certain it is that it did not
preserve the faith of Mr. Hunter him-
self, who was u notorious Atheist.
And the Deism of Sir William Drurn-
mond , enveloped in clouds of immate-
riality, is a pretty practical proof how
little this vaunted nostrum is a stay to
infidelity.

We had intended here to have made
some remarks on the scepticism im-
puted to the medical profession , and
to have ventured some observations on
the causes of it , and the most proba-
ble remed y, but we defer them to some
future occasion. The immortal Hart-
ley, Dr. Percival and Dr. Rush , have,
however , been distinguished excep-
tions . In an ingenious work of the
latter on the diseases of the mind , he
classes one w hich he calls the " De-
rangement in the Princi ple of Faith ,
or the Believing Faculty," an d enume-
rates two classes of diseased—those
who believe and report every thing
they  hear , an d those who have an
iimbility lo believe things that are sup-
ported b y all the evidence that  usuall y
enforce s belief : amongst these last he
ranks " persons who refuse  to admit
humau tes t imony in favour of the
truth s of the Christian religion , be-
lieving in all the events of profane
history.-1* Ch. xi.

In the commencement of this paper

we intended also to have quoted atsome lengthj from the 9ti* article inour notice, " The Letter- on the r^
Suted Immateriality of the Human

ouL" We can now only commend
it to our readers as a most impart ial
and intelligent review, coinciding al-
most entirely with our own opinions
and we have the greater pleasure ui
these commendations, understanding
its author is a clergyman of the Esta-
blishment.

1 he anonymous author of the " Cur-
sory Remarks," is an alarmist of the
old school , and deals wholesale in the
odium theologicum. And the " Gra-
duate of Medicine" might have saved
himself, the public, the paper manu-
facturer and printer, much trouble,
by not going to press, with the candid
contession that he know s nothing of
the subject. The remaining volume,
< c  Sketches of the Philosophy of Life/
by Sir C. Morgan, though an impos-
ing title, is rather a shallow perform-
ance, and exhibits depth only in verbal
mystification, as will appear in the
following sentence, quoted also by the
Quarterly Review : a bog of mystifi-
cation, m which we think scarcely a
recondite German metaphysician could
see. his way of extrication .

iC EssentiaJ ly linker! with the power of
loco-motion , rel ative sensibility is distri -
buted to the different animals in an exact
pro portion to the wants of their organi-
zation , being resident in a tissue , whose
develo pement is regulated in the vaiiou s
species , by the sphere of act iv i t y  neces-
sary to their  preservation \yy —P . 27 G.

We would now ask the " Christian
Advocate of Cambridge," whether he
reall y considers such arrant nonsense
as endangering* the existence of Chris
tianity ; and whether these hopeless
disputes of Physiologists (pas t the
comprehension of the " learned" them-
selves) can possibl y influence the reli-
gious principles of the poor and un-
learned , for whom Christianity iras
preached ? " Certainly/ '  says Bishop
Fell , " the fi rs t propagators of olir
iaith proceeded at another rate ; they
well knew , that not the brain but the
hear t was the proper soil of that celes-
tial  p lant , and therefore did not amuse
the ir  proselytes with curious questions ,
but  set them to the active part of their
reli gion. "

We esteem all these metaphysical
cobwebs as more fit " to catch flie*
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than men ;" and an attempt to ascer-
tain a final cause of the nature of which
we are profoundly ignorant , and likel y
to continue so.
a . — nature ls but the name for an effect
Whose cau se is God."

We have previously stated that our
opinions on the nature of the vital
pr incip le are extremel y unsettled : we
hold it right to confess our ignorance,
and to leave these secret things to the
Lord our G&d. As liberal Christians,
we shall never underrate the value of
our reason. God forbid that we should
countenance the foll y of those who
love to soak in mystery and contradic-
tions ; but we do condemn that pre-
sumptuous pride which, fo rgetting the
limitation of the human understanding,
soars beyond its sphere, and that im-
pious arrogance winch , ignorant of the
ends of the Deity, dares to jud ge of
the fitness of the means he emp loy s in
the government of his creation . In-
tellectual pride is the Scylla of know-
ledge, and Infidelity its Charybdis.
What innumerable errors does it ori-
ginate, and how many youthful minds,
;irdent in the pursuit of knowledge,
have been shipwrecked on its danger-
ous breakers ! And how many delusive
meteors have been mistaken for the
lighthouse of reason !
" At best thouYt but a glimmering li ght ,

Which serves not to di rect our way ;
Hut , like the moon ,confounds our sight ,
And onl y shews it is not day."

Oxford JMisctdl. KJ85.
We are well aware of the popular

imputatio ns against Unitariunism : we
may, perhaps, sometimes , in our ardour
tf t f a ins t  the corruptions and abuses of
rel i gion , have fallen into the opposite
extreme ; and in our anxiety to root
up the dogmatisms of orthodoxy, we
may have planted speculative scions of
our own . We do not th ink it neces-
sary or liberal to anirmulvert on some
naekslidings of former years , however
lamentable H O-nte of those instances
rn ay be regarded , or whatever their
causes. But we repel with indigna-
tion the imputation of infidelity . The
profession of the law, nay, the very
h <>Ko m of tin* Established Church , and
the annals of the mitFe itself , will sup-
ply a larger comparative number of
those who are known to have renouncedrevelation ; and we need fear no mis-
^presentations, however wilful ly dc~
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signed ; no calumnies, however black,
so long as we can triumphantly appeal
to the public libraries of oui4 country.
Whence originated your most learned
and laborious works on the external
evidence of Christianity and on it§
internal p roof ? Fro-m the pietv and
disinterestedness of Unitarian Christ
tians.

To conclude : we have thought it
necessary to make these remarks, feel-
ing that we are interested parties k*
the controversy, and that , with so
much contumel y wasted upon us, our
silence might be imputed to a stricken
conscience.

We are not among those who consi-
der that natural religion affords no
hope of futurity ; on the contrary , we
consider its evidence as introductory
to the revealed assurance. Its ar«fu-
ments have been enfo rced with pecu-
liar strength by Dr. Jortin and Dr.
Price, and latel y in the luminous and
practical sermons of Dr . Ree9. On
this subj ect we differ fro m many dis-
tinguished I nitarian writers , who, we
think , have done great injury to the
cause of natural a-ml revealed religion,
by deny ing the evidence of the former*in a> weak j ealousy, as if they could
not otherwise enhance the value of
revelation. Yet these same writera
have written zealousl y on the anaf og tf
of natura l and revealed religion , as if
all other points of resemblance do not
sink into insignificancy compared with
the grand doctrine of a future state.
And , sure ly, on the most importan t
of all relations we may expect to dis1-
cover some analogy . We are far fro m
contending that the arguments fro«*
natural religion in favour of fn-tttrit)',
are by any means calculated" for the
generality of mankind ; nor, indeed ,
can we consider them conclusive for
the more enlightened and learned, since
the contrary opinions of l>eistSj an$
the man y pathetic lamentations of
the ancient philosophers of their wan^
of additional assurance, indisputably
prove that they are »ot ; and we also
know, that much argument hae been
adduced against excepting- human na-
ture fro m the perishable fkte of the
whole material world * Bu>t still w*>
cannot but place great co»nde«<?e m
the attributes of an all-wise, beaefieentf
and omni potent Being ; in the mornt
evidence resulting from the unetju&l
distribution of good and evil ; fro m?



the persecution and suffering of the
virtuous, and the too frequent success
and impunity of the vicious. These
arguments, coupled with the power
of the Creator, who first made us to

- a m m

recr eate us, constitute, in our opinion,
a very strong and rational ground for
belief in a future state, independent
of the evidence of Chris tianity ; and
form, also, a very important and secure
ground-work for the superstructure of
revelation.

These arguments, aided by the tra-
dition of her ancestors, doubtless em-
boldened that heroic Jewess (whose
story is so inimitabl y related in 2 Mac-
cabees vii.) to encourage the immola-
tion of her child ren by a foreign tyrant
and her own martyrdom, rather than
transgress the Mosaic law, and to
cheer them in their dy ing agonies with
that pious exhortation—" I cannot
tell how ye came into my womb ; for
I neither gave you breath nor life,
neither was it I that formed the mem-
bers of every one of you ; but doubt-
less the Creator of the world, who
formed the generations of man , and
found out the beginning of all things,
will also, of his own mercy, give you
breath and life again, as ye now regard
Xiot your own selves for his law's sake."
This ancient and universal expectation
of futurity is what the poetical author
of the Cypress Grove, describes as
*c the voice of nature in almost all the
religions of the world , that general
testimony charactered in the minds of
the most barbarous and savage people ;
for all Lave had some roving guesses
at ages to come, and a dim , duskish
light of another life , all appealing to
one general jud gment throne. To what
else could serve so many expiations ,
sacrifices, prayers, solemnities and
mystical ceremonies ? To what such
sumptuous temples and care of the
dead ? To what all religion , if not to
shew that they expected a more excel-
lent manner of being, after the navi-
gation of this life did tak e an end ?"

But we should be sorry to rest that
belie f solel y on t radition or metaphy-
sics : we believe it on the authority of
the New Testament ; and though we
are not prepared to say there is a
demonstration , yet we do solemnl y
think it is little short of demonstra-
tion , when we dul y consider the variety
of evidence, from the indisputabl y re-
cent origin of our race ; from the con-

nexion of the Jewish and Christian
covenants ; from the necessity of some
super-human communication, (a neceg-
sity which sceptics themselves prove
to exist by the folly they impute to
the whole civilized world for believing
revelation) ; from the evidence of pro-
phecy and miracles ; from the sing le,
incomparable and inimitable personal
character of our Saviour ; from the
unrivalled perfection of his moral
code, a system of Ethics which , even
if not original in all its principles, at
all events embodies and concentrates
every virtue which natural religion had
taught the wise men of all previous
ages and countries ; the number and
disinterestedness of the witnesses who
handed down this revelation, and who,
the more ignorant and bigoted they
may be represented by sceptics , were,
therefore, proportionably less able to
invent such a system, and promulgate
it with consistency and effect ; from
the numerous historical documents
which in regular succession have trans-
mitted these circumstances to the pre-
sent times y from the peculiarly strong
evidence contained in these writings,
(the genuineness admitted,) for the
grand miracle of the physical resur-
rection of Jesus Christ ; from the final
spread of his religion over the whole
civilized world : fro m the effects it has
already produced , and those that may
be reasonably anticipated ; from the
remarkable accordance of its princi-
ples with those of civil liberty and the
signs of the times ; fro m the realiza-
tion of its promises of hope and con-
solation to the afflicted and dy ing ; and,
lastl y, in the recorded faith of most of
the enlightened philosophers of all sub-
sequent ages and countries ; althoug h
too many of them, it must be admitted ,
have also given their assent to the
most contradictory and unchristian
additions.

Many men of distinguished intellect
have credited revelation on single parts
of this evidence : who, then , can den y
Christianity with so much internal
li ght of its own perfections ; with so
many miraculous, providential attesta-
tions , and with a knowledge or its
effects ? Mr. Lawrence has not inap tly
quoted the authori ty of Socrates , that
greatest of the ancient philosophers,
as pointing out the surest admission
into the temp le of wisdom through the
portal of doubt . Surely, then, on the
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same principle, we may counsel the
religious sceptic, with so much evi-
dence for Christianity, to doubt ere he
irrevocably makes up his mind against
the truth of revelation. For this evi-
dence, we affirm , constitutes a barrier
of proof which, we confess, we can-
not discover any means of surmount-
ing" by those who have studied its
nature . We know we shall be an-
swered , that ours is a spare faith, and
that so long* as Christians are not agreed
as to what is Christianity, assent must
be withheld from it. But would not
this argument equally apply against
the stud y of physiology itself, where
ue observe doctors so materially dis-
agree ? And , in the quaint languag e of
old Richard Baxter, " AIL arguments
he not weak which some men dare
deny . Is not the high way right
except every man hit it ? A drunken
man may go beside it, and a wise man
that is not used to it may miss it , or
by credulity may be turned by others
out of his way ; and yet the way may
he right and plain too , for all that.
Will you think nothing certain in phi-
losop hy, because philosophers are of
so many minds ? Or will you re-
nounce all physicians because they
ordinarily disagree ? Or if a Lon-
doner have a j ourney into the countrey,
which his life lyeth on, will he not go
his j ourney because the clocks dis-
agree ? Or will he not set on till all
the clocks in London strike at once £
Or will he never give any credit to a
clock till then ?"

But should there be those who,
from ignorance of these accumulated
evidences , or who, knowing them, are
untrue to their understandings, deny
the super-human ori gin of Christianity,
and publicl y disseminate their scep-
ticism , we shall ever contend , that
the immutable principles of religious
freedom are as much their right, and
wiiy be as safely extended to their
op inions , as to those of any Pro-
testant Dissenters. Nay, many zeal-
ous Christian have contended that they
ought to be encouraged to produce
their objections, certain that Truth
must emerge with renewed power and
tf lory fro m the contest. Prikstian ity
indeed may suffer, and the " alliance
between Church and State" be endan-
gered, but true Christianity will re-
vive no wound from the assaults of

the sceptic. Those political Christians*
who regard churches in the light of
barracks, may reasonably feel alarmed
for leg itimacy . What, however, can
the cause of civil and religious liberty
gain by the recent persecution of
Deists, but prejudice against the doc-
trines of Christ in the hands of such
followers ? What effect can be wrought
on the contemptible objects of such
anti-christian zeal, but by this odious
proscrip tion to congregate unbelievers
together, where they are sure to mis-
take the repetition of their objec tions
for increased number and strength ?
This "illiterate policy" never yet at-
tained its end , and never will : and
that such barbarism should be var-
nished with the colouring of religion,,
" what is it ," say s the admirable Robin-
son, in his Remarks on Deism , " but
the voice of J acob and the hands of
Esau?"

We here again repeat, that our opi-
nions are not those of the Materialist,
since we cannot reconcile man y of the
phenomena of life and sensation to
that hypothesis. All that we feel sure
of is, and in this it appears all agree,
that God imparted to us the " breath
of life." The Pentateuch, whatever
may be its authority, does not inform
us how ; nor, in our j udgment , will
men of science ever make such an
addition to revelation. But Mate-
rialism having been the opinion of
many eminent and Christian philoso-
phers, we have often , on the possibi-
lity of its truth, examined its relation
and consistency with the ' Christian
doctrine of a future state. In those
sequestered moments when the mind
wanders beyond the grave, the reflec-
tions in these pages have arisen ; and
candour obliges us to concede an
equally pious and rational hope of
futurity to the Materialist as his pre-
judiced opponents arrogate to them-
selves ; nor can we conceive how the
mere belief o$ either party can affect
their practic e.

We have studiousl y avoided all re-
ference to our title in the promises of
the gospel. We have a humble trust
that h k  who gave us the blessing of
this life, will continue his goodness in
its renewal after death -y " knowing
that he which raised up the Lord Jesus,
shall raise us up also by Jesus, and
shall present us with you." Would
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that Christians could be broug ht to
believe that we are candidates for, not
ju dges of, heaven.

In the eloquent language of an
anonymous review of the controversy
with Dr. Priestley on Matter and Spi-
rit-—" Then farewell the obscure spe-
culation of metaphysics. They embar-
rass me no more. The mere philoso-
pher may indulge them if he pleaseth ;
and if*he can gain any amusement or
any satisfaction from them, I envy
him not. He purchaseth it at a rate
too dear for me ; and placeth his hopes
on what 1 should regard as the most
insecure foundation. But do not
think me the enemy of science because
I consider it a£ ill app lied in the inves-
tigation of a subject so much beyond
ks reach. Let it operate in its own
sphere, and , by a patient research into
those natural objects which iall more
immediately under the scrutiny of the
senses, enlarge the boundaries of hu-

* i f

man knowledge. I hail her progress,
and wish I could add a laurel to her
brow. But let her not presume to
trespass on the hallowed enclosures of
heaven's own immediate messenger.
Her feeble taper may light the curious
philosophic eye through nature 's walks.
Jiut it is the full , unclounded sun of
the everlasting gospel that can alone,
with safety, gui(ta the doubting mind
of man through the paths of religion
to the world of immortality. The
*k>ve sent fro m the ark of reason and
philosophy, wanders over a boundless
expanse, a dreary waste of unfathoma-
ble waters. Fatigued with its fruit-
less excursions, it returns, but brings
no olive branch to me. Thanks be
to the immortal Redeemer of the
world , I receive this pled ge of peace
from a higher region. 1 press it to
iny trembling heart ; and inethinks it
gains fresh verdure while J bedew it
with the mingled tears of gra t itude
and penitence."

<U .

Art. XT .—A -Rep ly try a Review in
The Christian (hiardia n, January,
1S22 , of " An Ap ology f o r  the
Fre edom of the l'ress} '* fy e. By
Robert Hall , A . M .  With the Re-
view extracted. Hvo., 2nd ed., pp.
18. Holdsworth.

IN our acknowled gements to Gor-
rcsponden U on the Wrapper of the

last Number we signified &nr inten-
tion of inserting In our work the whole
of Mr. Halt's Letter from the Leices-
ter Chronicle ; but as it has been since
published in the form of a pamphlet
as above, we deem it an act of fairness
to the publisher, to content ourselves
with this notice of it, in the shape of
a review.

The "A pology" appeared nearly
thirty years ago, and excited, as it de-
served , considerable attention. Since
that period, Mr.  Hal l has, until now,
abstained from polities in his writings ;
or rather has manifested a leaning to
a very different system from that which
rirst engaged bis affections and drew
out his eloquence. It was for a long-
time supposed that he privately disa-
vowed and would have been glad to
recall the productions of his youthful
enthusiasm on behalf of freedom. If
the rumour were correct, he has un-
dergone a re-conversion and returned
to his first love. On this subject , Mr.
Hall is entitled to speak for himself :

" It certainl y is very unusual for a
writer to suppress his own publications ',
unless he has recanted the principles they
contain. To persevere in doing so, natu-
rall y exposes him to the suspicion either
that  he lias renounced his former opi-
nions, or that he is afraid to avow them ;
but neither of these situations is -mine.
I have change d no princi ple , and I feel
no fear. Wh y then .should 1 act in such
a manner  as must render me perpetuall y
liable to either of these imputations ?
For a considerable time , indeed , after
loud and repeated importunities, I de-
clined a comp liance with the wishes ex-
pressed for republieation , from a sincere
reluctance to engage in political contro-
versy. By one party, in the mean while,
it was my fortune to be so unequivocally
claimed as a convert , and by the other
so assailed wi th  reproaches as an apostate ,
tha t  1 was convinced by experience there
was no other way of put t ing an end to
the misrepresentat ions of both , bat to
repuMish the original pamphlet. Had I
neve r wri t t en  i t , the  same motives which
made me reluctant to reprint , might
probabl y have prevented my writing it ;
but since, there Ls not a princi ple in li
which I cau conscientiously retract , and
my silence lias occasioned numerous mis-
l eprosentaxious. and mistakes, the foir
and man ly part vv;us doubtless to republish
it. An ingenuous miiul is not less ashamed
of receiving praises it is conscious it has
not deserved, than indignant  at reproaches
which are not merited."—F. 4.
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The " Christian Guardian/ 5 a minor
theological journal, in the hands of
the soi'disant "Evangelical" Church-
men , took occasion from the re-pub-
lication of the 

^ 
'< Apology," to task

t he author, as if he had been guilty
of apostaey. This class of men have
been for some years accustomed to
pa y excessive homage to Mr. HalPs
talents , and their present chagrin is
equal to their former admiration.
Their " Review'* of the new edition of
his pamphlet manifests the affectation
of dislike of politics that is invaria-
bly expressed by the religionists that
would bend the Bible and yoke the
conscience to those very politics that
foster corruption and tend to slavery.
Mr. Hall exposes very plainly this
hypocrisy :

" But a minister of the gospel , it
seems , is on no occasion to meddle with
party politics . How exactl y this maxim
was adhered to at the commencement of
the late war, when military banners were
consecrated , and the people every where
summoned to arms

i By pul pit drum ecclesiastic,
Beat with fist instead of a stick ,'

must be fresh in the recollection of my
readers . The men who in the garb of
clergymen bustle at electioneering meet-
ings , forsooth , are not reall y such , but
merel y assume the disguise of that holy
order , since it would be uncamlid to sup-
pose they can so universall y lose sigh t of
what is befitting ministers of the gospel.
The venerable bench of Bishops who sit
in the House of Lords, either attend in
silent pomp, without taking any part in
the deliber ations , or they violate the
diaracter of ministers of the gospel. We
must have been grossl y imposed upon by
th e publ ic prints which informed us of
th e clergy of a whole archdeaconry or
diocese, meeting to p et i t ion Parl iament
agains t th e Catholic Claims , since the y
coul d never with one consent depart so
'«tf iro m t he decorum of ministers of the
gospe l.

"¦ The p l ai n st ate of the case is , not
th at the  writer  is offended at my med-
f Mi "g with politics , but  that L have med-
dled on t he wrong side. Had the same
mediocr it y of talent been exerted in eulo-
Kiz in g the measures of ministry, h i* greet-
1I]KS would have been aa loud as his in-
active is bitt er. But it was exerted to
expose public abuses, to urge the neces-
*lt y «f Reform , and lay open the terg ivei-^tion 

of the Heaven-bom Minister andfc miday Cellist, who, afte r devoting the

day of rest to deeds of blood, has, by a
strange f atality, obtaiaed a sort of poli-
tical beatification * Hinc IUcb lachrgmceJ '

The original edition of the Ci Apo-
logy" contained some passages of se-
vere crimination against Bishop Hors-
ley, and of glowing eulogy on Drs.
Price and Priestley : these, it would
appear from our correspondent Homo,
(pp. 168, 169,) are somewhat altered
in the present edition : enough, how-
ever, remains to excite the disappro-
bation of " Evangelical" Churchmen,
and accordingly the " Christian Guar*.
dian" vents its pity or its rage at this
desecration of a saint, and apotheosis
of sinners. Mr. Hall's reply is, upon
the whole, worthy of himself : we qua-
lify our op inion, because we wonder
that with his acute discernment he
should app laud or even admit the
general " correctness" of Horsley's
" speculative theology :"

" Another head of accusation is, that
\ have censured the character of Bishop
Horsley, whose character, the Reviewer
tells us, i is far removed beyon d my at-
tack , while I have eulogized Dr. Price
and Dr. Priestley, Socinians.' To this it
is sufficient to reply that Dr. Price was
not a Socinian , but an Arian ; he wrote
professedly in con futation of Socimauism ;
and though 1 disapprove of his religion^
princi ples , I feel no hesitation in affirm-
ing, in spite of the frantic and unprin-
ci pled abuse of Burk e, that a more ardent
and enlightened friend of his country
never lived , than that venerable patri arch
of freedom. Such were the sentiments of
the worshi pful Corporation of London ,
who, in token of their  esteem , presented
him with the freedom of the City in a
gol den box ; such was the judgment of
Mr. Pi t t , who lon g professed hhn .self bis
ad m i r er, an d condescended to seek his
advice on questions of finance . Dr.
Priestley, it is acknowledged, was a So-
c'miau ; but  it was not under that  cha-
racter th at he was eulogized. It was a#
the frien d of liberty, the vict im of into-
lerance , an d the author of some of the
most br i ll i ant  philosop hical d iscoveries of
modern times , for which he was cele-
brated throug hout  K urope , and his name
enrolled as a member of the most illus-
trious inst i tu t i on * ; so that my eulogy
was but a mere feeble echo of the ap-
plause which resounded from every civi-
li zed portion of the globe. And are we
suddenly fallen back into the darkiKwa
and ignorance of the middle ages, during
which the spell of a stup id and unfeeling

Review.—>If att 9s Apology f o r  the Freedom of the Press. 183



uniformity bound the nations in iron slum-
bers, that it has become a crime to praise
U. man for talents which the whole world
admired , and for virtues which his ene-
mies confessed, merely because his reli-
gious creed was erroneous ? If any thing
could sink orthodoxy into contempt , it
would be its association with such gothic
barbarity of sentiment , such reptile mean-
ness. What renders the wretched bigotry
of the Reviewer the more conspicuous is,
that the eulogy in question was written
almost immediatel y after the Birmingham
Riots , th at disgraceful ebullition of po-
pular phrensy, during which a ferocious
mob tracked his steps like bloodhounds,
demol ished his house, destroyed his li-
brary and apparatus, and, advancing fro m
thence to the destruction of private and
public buil dings , filled th e whole town
and vicinity with terror and dismay. What
sort of  a Christian Guardian the Reviewer
would have proved on that occasion , may
be easily inferred from his passing over
these atrocities in silence, while he dis-
charges his malice on their unoffending
victim.

The maxim , De mortuis nil nisi bonum,
admits of exceptions ; and as I am vilified
for censuring Bishop Horsley, whose cha-
racter, it is affirmed , * is far removed
beyond my attack ,' while I praised Priest-
ley, the Socinian , justice compels me to
remark (what the Reviewer probabl y
knows well enough) that in the virtues
of private life, Dr. Priestley was as much
superior to his antagonist, as he was
inferior in the correctness of his specula-
tive theology .1'—Pp. 5— 7.

The " Evangelical" conductors of
the " Christian Guardian" are masters
of the art of controversy, and have
brought in the names of Hone and
Ca rlilc to embitter their accusations.
Mr. I fall is justl y indignant at this
artifice. Does he not , however, dis-
p lay some portion of the willing pre-
jud ice that he condemns, when he
attributes blasphemy to the publica-
tions of Mr. Hone ? lie himself.
trul y defines blasp hemy, " the speak-
ing conturneliously of God ," and we
are persuaded that the writer last
named , would feel as much horror as
Mr. Hall or any " Christian Guardian"
at such an outrage upon public feeling
as well as upon piety .

]>et Mr. Hall expect no more com-
pliments fro m clergymen and bishops
and ministers of state ; the following
passage fixes him for life an unac-
commodating, untumeablc Noncor-
forinist :

" In relation to the question of eccle-siastical establishments, since I am chal-lenged to produce any passage f romScripture which sanctions my opposition
to them , I beg leave to refer him toour Lord's declarat ion : * Every n]aDtwhich my heavenly Father has not plant .
ed shall be rooted up.' That national
churches, or exclusive establishments of
rel igion by the civil magistrate, are one
of these plants , will not be denied , since
nothing of that kind , it is universall y-
allowed, existed during the three first and
purest ages of Christianity, and not being
authorized by the great Head of th e
Church , i t must, if we believe him , be
rooted up. I have used the term great
Head of t he Church , by way of distinc-tion from that little Head which the
Church of England has invented , and on
wh ich, whether it be a beauty or a de-
formity in the bod y of Christ , the Scri p-
tures are certainly as silent , as on Uni -
versal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments."
—P. 9.

We have seen, in the second of our
extracts, that Mr. Hall regards the
memory of Mr. Pitt with no peculiar
veneration ; he concludes the Letter
with some very bold an imadversions
upon the character of the celehrated
minister :

iC Having alread y t respassed on the
patience of my readers, I shall close
with one remark on the eulogium pro-
nounced by the Reviewer on the character
of the late Mr. Pitt. He appears to be
extremely shocked with the freedom and
severity of my strictures on his conduct ,
as implying a forgetfulness of his singular
disinterestedness and his ' perfect devo-
tion to his country .* As th is has become
a favourite topic with the admirers of
that celebrated minister , it is necessary
to remind them , that there are other
vices besides the love of money , and other
virtues besides that  of dying poor. ^
may be easily admitted , that the ambit ion
which grasps at the direction of  an em-
pire , and the p itifu l passion for accumu-
lation , were not the inmates of the same
bosom . In minds of a superior order ,
amb ition , like Aaron 's rod , is qu ite  suffi-
cient to swallow up the whole fry of
petty propensitie s .—Far be it from me
to wish to withhold an atom of the praise
just l y due to him . That lie devoted
much time and a considerable port ion oi
talent to the affairs of his country, w
undeniable. The evils which he l> aS
brought upon us were not the production
of an ordinary mind , nor the work of*
day, nor done in sport ; but what I #>n"
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tclsd for w, that* to *ay niching of his
unparalleled apostary, Iris devotion to his
country , and, what tvaer worse, its demo-
tion to him, have been ifoe source of more
calamity to this nation, thai* any other
event that has T^eftilte fl ic, and that the
memory of Pitt will be identified hi the
recollection of posterity with accumulated
taxes augmented debt, extended pau-
perism, a debasement and prostration of
the public mind, aitd & system of policy
not oaly hostile to tkfc cswise of liberty at
home, but prompt and eager to detect
and tread out every Spark of liberty in
Rarope ; in a word, with all those images
of terror and destruct ion which the name
imports. The enthusiasm with which
his character is regarded by a numerous
class of his countrymen will be ascribed
by a distan t age, to that ©aysterious infa-
tuation which* in the iascriit&bhi counsels

Moral Gallantry : a Discourse, address-
ed to the Nobility and Gen try of Great
Britain . With other Essays intimately
connected with the Subject . By the late
Sir George Mackenzie, <rt Rosehaugh ,
Advocate to King Charles II. and King
James VIf. 8vo. 5«*.

Human Creeds and Confessions opposed
to the Spiri t and Design of  Christianity :
an Essay. By Alexander Galbraith, of
Dalmellington , Ay rah >r 6. 12mo.

A Memoir of Richard Roberts Jones,
a Native of Aberdaron, in the County of
Caern arvon , North Wales ; exhibiting a
teuiarkaMe Instance of a partial Power
and Cultivation of Intellect. Portrait. 5.?.

Memoires of His Own TSmes. By Ho-
race Walpole , Earl of Orford . 2 vols.
Roya l 4to. Portraits and Characteristic
Devices.

Klementa Lii>gaae Gnoecic ; novis, pie-
unique, Regnlis t radita ; brevitate sua
Memoriae facilibus. Pars Prima. Com-
plectens Partes Orationis Declinabiles,
*d ftnem usqae Verborurn Regularium,
&c. Studio Jacobi Moor, LLf D. in
Academia Glasguensi Lftt . Or. Prof.—
Partem Posteriorem, Notasque adjecit ,
('• Neilson , S. T. 0. In Ac&deniia Bel-fastienai , LL. Hetv. iet -CSr. l^f. Bvo. 5,y.

A Short and Pia*ft Exposition of th6
};ld Testain«rtt, #k r̂, Reflections , for theUse of FMoiUes^ 3y .the late Rev. Jobvnm. . mmfor 'mtfrn . To which is
!£T 5H4aS*aINPa Memoir of the Au^
te^WKipt^ P.D^c^ vols.

of Heaven, is the usual, the destined pre-
cursor of the fell of states.**-^pp. 13? 14.

Our notice of this publication is, we
are aware, disproportionate to its si2$e,
but we agree with the religious pn&|k:
in genera], that Mr. Hall is no coni-
mon writer, ana we cannot repress our
satisfaction at seeing Jhui onoe more
take the forem ast rank amongst the
friends and advocates of ecclesiastical
and political reform. We hope that
this is not his last contribution to the
same gfood ca*ise, but that lie will ac-
tively co-operate with those that are
stemming the tide of corruption, which,
has set iu so strongly under the influx
ence of a puling sentimalism, and of a
selfish and worldly profession of sanc-
tity.

The History and Chronicle of Scotland.
Written in Latin by Hector Boece, Canon
of Aberdeen ; and translated by John
Bellenden , Archdeacon of Moray and
Canon of Ross. 2 void . 4to. £5. 5s.

Rank en 's History of France. Vol. IX.
8ro. 9s.

r ranee dining the last Seven Years,
or the Bourbons. By W. H. Ireland.
Svo. 12s.

Europe ; or, a General Survey of the
present Situation of the Princi pal Powers,
with Conjectures on their Future Pros-
pects. By a Citizen of the United States.
Bvo. 12*.

Works of the lat e John Pteiyfatr, Esq".
With a Memoir of the Author. 4 vols.
8vo. £2. 12,9. (id.

A Letter to the Lord Bishop of  Bristol,
respecting an Additional Examination of
Students in the University of Cambridge,
and the different Plans proposed for that
purpose . By Philo-Grantus. 2s. 6d.

Account of the Abipones, an Eques-
trian People, in the Interior of South
America. By Martin Dobrizhoffer. 3
vols. 8ro. £l .  \Gs.

A Memoir of the Princi pal Occurrences
during an Embassy fro m the British Go-
vernment to the Court of China. By the
Rev. Dr. Morrison , attached to the Em-
bassy. 3#. (yd-

Memoirs of a Life chiefly passed in
Pennsylvania , within the last Sixty Years.
8ro. 9s.

Memoirs of the Life of the Rev. W.
Tennent , formerly Pastor of the Presby-

New PiMicurtmiS. I«6
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terian Church at Trutsold , New Jersey.
18ruo. I s ,  6d.

Some Passages of the Life of Mr. Adam
Blair, Minister of the Gospel at Cross
Meikle. Post 8yg.

Memoirs of Cn^r{£S Brogden Brown,
Author of Wieland and other American
Tales, with Selections from his Original
Letters, <&c. By William Dunlap. 8vo.
10*. 6d.

An Inaugural Lecture, delivered in the
Common Hall of the University of Glas-
gow, Nov. 6, 1821. By D. K. Sandford,
A. B. Oxon , Pro fessor of Greek in the
University of Glasgow. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Universal Technological Dictionary ;
or, Familiar Explanations of the Terms
used in all Arts  and Sciences, containing
Definitions drawn from Original Writers.
By George Crabb , A. M. No. I. 4to. 9s.
Cuts and Copper Plates. [To consist of
Twelve Monthl y Parts.]

The Conversational Preceptor in French
and English , consisting of useful Phrases,
arranged under distinct Heads, on a new
and more simple Plan than any hitherto
attempted. By J. L. Mabire , of Paris ,
Professor of Languages. To which are
added , Amusing Dialogues on various
Subjects of general Interest.  By M.
Leblanc. Neat Pocket Volume. Half-
bound. 6.?. 6d.

Notes on Philosophy, Morality and
Education. By W. M'Kenzie . 8vo. 7s.

Illustrations and Proofs of the Prin-
ciples of Population, By Francis Place.
8vo. 8.9.

The Weird Wanderer of Jutland , a
Traged y. Julia Montallan , a Tale. By
the  Hon. and Rev. W. Herbert. 8vo.
8s. 6d.

Conjectures on the Ph ysical Causes of
Earth quakes and Volcanoes. By the Rev.
James Little. 8vo. 4s.

A Treatise on the Gospel Const i tut ion ,
by the late Rev. Wil l iam Bennet , of Cha-
pel en le r n i h .  lo  which is prefixed , a
Short A ccount of the Life of the Author .
By N. K. Pugsley. Conta in ing  Corre-
spondence with the Rev . R Hal l , the late
Andre w Ful ler , &c. 8vo. 8v.

Moral Disci p line ; or , Elements  of Sell
Improvement  : comprising a Familiar
View of the Intel lectual  Powers and
Moral Characteristics of H u m an  Na tu re :
princi pall y adapted for Young Persons
entering into a c t i v e  Life. By the  Rev.
Thomas Finch , of Harlow. 12mo. (is.

An Appeal to H u ma n i t y  in behalf of
the I feat  lu ii World : particularl y ad-
dressed to Snuff-takers and Tobacco-
smokers in all Christian Lands. 4d.

Observations on the Ruinous  Tendency
of the Spitalncj ds Act .to the Silk Manu-
facture of London. Is.

An Appeal to the Public, in Defence
of the Spitalfields . Act ; with Remarks
on the Causes which have led to the
Miseries and Moral Deterioration of the
Poor. 8vo. Is.

Proposed Address to His Majesty, 0Q
the Present Distresses of the Country
By Phil ip Henry, Earl Stanhope. l St

A Letter on the Subjects of Economi-
cal Retrenchment and Parliamentary R e_
form , addressed to the Middle Rat*k s of
the People of England. By a Gentleman
Farmer. I s .  6d.

An Answer to " The State of the Na-
tion at the Commencemen t of the Year
1822," and the Declarations and Conduct
of his Majesty 's Min isters fairly consi-
dered. 3s.

A Letter to Mr. Scarlett oa the Poor-
Laws. Pointing out a Constitutional
Way in which the enormous Privi leges
of the Clergy may be legally reduced ,
and the Country relieved altogether of
the Poor-Rates. 3s.

A Letter to the Burgesses of  Colchester ,
containing a Plain Statement of the Pro-
ceedings before the Benchers of the Inn er
Tem ple, upon his Application to be called
to the Bar ; and upon his Appeal to the
Jud ges. By D. W. Ha rvey, Esq. l .«. £d.

A Letter to Philo-Grantus. By Eubulus.
Being a Sequel to a Pamphlet entitled
" Thoughts on the Present System of
Academic Education in the University of
Cambridge." Is. 6d.

Remarks on some Fundamenta l  Doc-
trines in Political Economy ; illust rate d
by a brief Inquiry into the Commercial
State of Great Britain since the Year
1815. By Joh n Craig, Esq., F. R. S. K.,
Author  of " Elements of Political Sci-
ence .*' 8vo. 7s. 6d.

A Letter to Sir Walter Scott , Bart., in
Answer to the Remonstrance of Oxoui-
ensis, on the publication of Cain , a Mys-
tery, by Lord Byrou. 'J s .

Revolutionary Causes ; wi th  a brie f
Notice of .some late Publications , and a
Postscri pt containing Strictures on Cain ,
&c. An I t inerary of Provence and tk
Rhone , with  Etchings . By John Hug hes,
Esq., A. M , of Oriel College, Oxford .

The Spirit of the Lakes ; or , Mucruss
Abbey : a Poem in Th ree Cantos , w ith
Exp lanatory Notes from the best an< l
most approved Authorities. Hy Mjss
Lub y. 8vo. IDs. 6"tf.

Irish Priests, the great Obstacles to
every Measure intended to promote th e
Tranquil l i ty,  Civilizatiqa and UnamiW
of Ireland. .

Memoirs of the Ast ronomical Society
of London. Vol. !. 4t,o. £1. 1*;

A Defence of some Passages \i\P r-
Coplestone's Inquiry 'into - ' {tag D&WI0&
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of N ecessity and Predestina tion . By the
Rev . W\ Daiby, M. A., Fellow and Tutor
of Exeter College, Oxford. 2s. 6d.

A Letter to Daniel K. Sandford , Esq.,
Professor of Greek in the University of
Glasgow, in Answer to the Strictures of
the Edinburgh Review On the Open Col-
)eges of Oxford. By a Member of a Close
College . 2s. 6d.

Sermons.
Discourses on Passages selected from

the Acts of the Apostles. By Henry
Thomson , D. D., Penrith. 8vo.

The Resurrect ion of Lazarus : a Course
of Sermons on the xith chap, of John :

1822. Jan . 18-, at Ilminster, in So-
mersetshire , Caroline, only surviving
daughter of the Rev. Thomas Bow en.
The fatal event is recorded here , not with
the view of introducing an enumeration
of her various excellencies, but for the
sake of animating individuals in the,
bloom of life and health to nrenare . bvbloom of life and health to prepare , by
the same assiduous cultivation of their
understandings and their hearts , for an
earl y removal from the world, if such
be the will of God , and of affording
comfort to Christian parents, on the loss
of promising children. This amiable
young person was cut off in her 17th
year , in the midst of pursuits , which
great l y tended to the improvement of
her mind , and at the period when she
was repay ing the fond care of her father
and her mother and realizing their highest
expectations . Her mild , affectionate tem-
per , her exemplary and blameless conduct ,
well qualif ied her for the enjoyment of
pure r happ iness t han our present state of
being can -up p l y . In peace and hope she
descended to the grave. On Wednesday,
January 2.'i , her rem ains were int erred
i» the burial-ground belonging to the
SOCiet. V ( ) f  f l n i t - 'i r i'i n PVi r 'i^ 'm n c  of H t n in .society of Unitar ian Christians at Ilmin-
•ste i ; on which occasion an appropriate
address was delivered by the Rev. Samuel
Jj awcett , who , on the succeeding Lord's-
"ay> preached a funeral sermon , full of
^nderness and consolation, from Jobxiv . 2.

Although the pro miscuous ravages ofdeath furni sh an unequivocal proof ofw»8e and kind design in the govern ment01 the world, yet the religious parent is
<*"ed to one of the hardest trial s of his
*j«i by that : "appointm ent of Providencewinch takes from him a deservedly be-

fro m the French of Beausobre. By Henry
Cotes, Vicar of Bedlington . 8vo . 15*. -

Plain Sermons ; designed chiefly for
Family Reading. By T. Blackley, Curate
of Kotherham. Svo. 8s.

Sixteen Village Sermons on Certain
Parts of the Christian Character . By
Edward Berens, M. A. 12rao. 4s.

Lectures on Parables selected from the
New Testament. By the Author of Ge
raldine. 8^.

The Protestant Reformation vindicated
preached at Lune-Street Chapel , Preston
By Joseph Fletcher, A. M. 1*.

loved child. * Still , the separation is
temporary ; the reunion will be eternal.
When the princi ples and the sp iri t of
Christianity have been successfully com-
municated to the young, this consolitary
belief may with reason be indul ged .
" The flower fadeth :" but the plant will
blossom agai n in a more congenial soil,
and bring forth fruit to immortality.

February 1, at Bristol, aged 26, Mar-
garet, wife of Mr. J. B. Estlin , surgeon
of that  city. By an affecting coincidence,
this breach in the tenderest and most
important charities of life , occurred a few
hours after the event with which the
readers of the Repository have been al-
read y made acquainted , and which de-
servedl y excited so deep an interest in a
more widel y extended sphere of influence.
(See the Obituary of the Rev. H. Turner,

* In the present instance the blow was
a repetition of that which had fallen ,
seven years before, on the bereaved pa-
rents. Klizabeth Awbrey Bovven, died ,
at Walsall , in Staffordshire, on J une 25,
1814 , after a severe illness , which lasted
for twelve j nonths, and was sustained
with perfect resignation. She, like her
younger sister , was removed hence at the
age of seventeen. Clouds and darkness
ar e round ahout him: liighteousness and
truth are the pil lars of his throne. To
mourning parents the perusal of two
admirable letters , the one , from the late
Rev. Job Orton to Dr. Stonhouse (Xet-
ters, &c No. vii.), the other , from Lady
Jean Fergusson to Dr. Doddridge, may
with propriety be recommended; -(Ortoa 'ai
Letters to Stedman , No. xxv.)

OBITUARY.
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m the last Number, p. 121.) In both
cases a large circle of relatives and near
friends had to experience the same sor-
rows, and they shared j n the same con-
solations. None who knew Mrs. Estlin

^intimately," can cease to mourn her loss.
Her mild humility, her simplicity and
uprightness, her steady and discrimina-
ting judgment, and her rational and influ-
ential piety, and well-disciplined affec-
tions, formed a character unusually ma-
tured, and enabled her to fill up well the
gelations of wife and mother, daughter,
sister and friend. Religious conscienti-
ousness formed the main-spring of her
conduct and self-culture ; and with this ,
which gave her the firmness of duty, and
prepared her for its higher and more
extraordinary exercises, she blended the
mild graces of the female character, its
thoughtfu l kindness, its tenderness and
its gentleness ; and these made her more
useful and more respected , as well as
more the object of heartfelt affection.—
The principles' which gave such stability
and value to her virtues, which shed their
infl uences on the sources of happiness
and comfor t, chastening without weaken-
ing, directing without interrupting them,
and which made her view the world, as
the Christian should view it , in its rela-
tions to another state of being, enabled
her to meet death with a collected com-
posure, a peaceful hope, a tender concern
for the best interests of others, a stead-
Fast trust and filial resignation , which could
not but aid the lessons of her life , and
which were alike affecting, encouraging
and consolatory. One is deprived of her
watchfu l, judicious care and guidance,
who is too young to know her own cala-
mity. She held her child as a trust ; and
by express act , as well as in the daily
offe ring of the heart , devoted her to her
heavenly Father. May he who shared in
her ' pious cares, be enabled so to fu lfi l
their mutual  purposes aud most earnest
desires, that when the separation is finall y
ended , (which to her , as she said , " is
faut for a moment ,") she may $ee them
fully realized .—Her religious sentiments
were those of Unitarianism , which she
embraced from conviction , after a aerious
search inXo the records of revelation ;
and ahe manifested an in cream tig satis-
faction in their truth , and in their effi-
cacy and value.

It is refreshing, in these days of excite-
ment on the one hand , and of indiffe rence
ou the other ,, to witucss tha sim plicity
antl ruliu infl uential piety of the gospel .
Ailtd while t tte writer of thin imperfect
iiuticc, offers it as ;i tribute of affectionate
respect ,ttt the memory of one whom he
highl y val ued, he cherishes the how* that

** may contribute to l£ad othtfm, |an ,
especially some whp might hereafter hav*had the benefit of her example and herfriendshi p,) to discern what is the triieexcellence of the female character ; ^to perceive that its finest features eaaouly be formed, by seeking but little for
the applause of the world, and lookhj *
principally for the approbation of |U
wise and good , and even this in subordi-
nation to the approval of Him who
knoweth the heart ; by a j  udicious pre.
paration for the constantly recurring du.
ties of the more confined relations of lift
and the thoughtful and faith ful discharge
of them as they present themselves ;—j nshort , by the devotement of the heart to
God and Christian obedience.

L. C.

— Uth, at kVortkmg * Mr. Bb*uamw
llAWj Bfi,

Feb. 22. John Stewart, Esq., com-
monly known by the appellation of
" Stewart the Traveller," or " the walk-
ing Stewart," aged 78. [Of this gentle-
man's life and singular publications we
hope to be fu rnished with some parties
lars for our next Number J

March 3rd , in the 7th year of her age,
Henrietta Sadler, daughter of the Rev,
Thomas Sadler, of Horsham. The Rev,
Edwin Chapman, of Billingshurst, preach*
cd an excellent sermon on the occasion
from Isa. x\ . 7, The J lQwqr fadeth I to %
very large and sympathising congregation
She was an amiable and promising child ,
making rapid progress i» her educatioo,
even at so early a period, and bidding
fai r to become a valuable member of the
community. She had endeared herself
to her relatives and friend s by the mild-
ness of her temper and the simplicity of
her manners. Doddri4ge, who lost a
beloved daughter at the same age and
of a simi lar disposition , asked her, uot
long previous to her decease, " Hqw U
it , that every body loves you so ?" She
gave this immediate reply—" I do uov
Kn ow, except , it is because 1 love emy
body !" Of such% indeed, U the hva^^m
Of heaven .

Islington, K,

March 8, at Bml<m Hal l, Yo*Mm%
in the 83rd yew of li%© a#e, the rWv«
Ciii"»Toriiuj t WyviAJi^ the aioial>to» vif
(nous and persevering " friend of civil ff l&
rel igious liberty. [W« hope soomj OOP °^
our correspond en t,* will fu rn i*h ys with
biographical patticuj ^r* of thi>s £XfleJkflt
maj i . l
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Christia n Tract Society.
Thb Anniversary of this Society was

bokkm at the Old London Tavern , on
M arch 6th ; Jambs Esi>aile, Esq., in the
Chair. The Treasurer read his report ,
from which it appeared that there was a
balance iu his hands of £52. 16s. 2d. ; but
the Society was stated to be indebted to
its stationers and binder , £76. 10,?. Od.

The Committee's report was then read.
The arrangements for a medal to be pre-
sented to the Author of the best Tract,
in each year, which had been referred to
the Committee, were briefly noticed ; Mr.
Parkes , who had generousl y offered the
dies aud the medaly being prepared to lay
the medal before the Meeting. When
the report was finished, Mr. Pai-kes laid
on the table two- medals, one of Silver
and the other of Rrcmze, leaving the So-
ciety to make its election. That of Silver
was accepted.

The appointment of a Collector , which
had also been referred to the Committee,
was next adverted to; Mr , Titford , whom
the Committee had re^appointed, having
a few months since resigned his office ir\
consequence of his intention of going to
Jamaica . A gentlem an was known to
the Committee who was willing to accept
the office ; but as the collectors}} ip to the
Unitarian Society, Unitarian Fund , and
Unitarian Association was also vacant,
the Committee did not recommend the
Society to proceed to that gentleman's
election ; it being thought desirable that
the four societies should avail them-
selves of the services of one Collector.
The appointment was therefore again re-
ferred to the Committee, who will doubt-
lew give the subscribers the earliest pos-
sible notice of their having found a gen-
tleman to nil tho office.

Some of the Tracts .sent to Piedmont
"i 1820, were reported to Lave been
translated by tho pastor Get/met, whosP*aks of them hi terms of hi gh com-
"wndatioo. From tho Moravian Tract
™ciety at Zeist , near Utrecht , some of
Uuiir publications had been received in
;jet um for a set of thane of tho ChriHtian
* rac4: Society ; but as yet the Committee
^re not prepaid io mak e a report of
J"«w contents. To France another netna* been sent ; but it was feared that Die
j^

cjft t r^t*lctlons Jaid on the press in^t country might operate agadust their
"Nation. ' '. F

during the year the Committee have

published three near Tfcacts—" The Fa-
ther's Treatment of the Loet Sou on his
Return ," by Mr. f VrigJit ; and " Family
Dialogues, or Sunday well spent/' and
M The Oood Grandmother, or a Visit tQ
my Uncle's/* by Mra . Hughes. Of each
of these 2€00 copies haVe been printetl,
and eight of the former Tract s have been
reprinted ; making in the whole 22,000.
The total of the Tracts published by the
Society f rom its formation was stated to
be 317,000, of which 278,000 have been
sent fro m its store.

The Society's property was reported to
be as follows :
Due from Booksellers, "1

Country Societies, &c. >£XQ5 18 6
on sale or return - 3

Estimated value of the ? O4 - 1£. ^Stock on hand - - £ 
245 16 6

In the hands of the Treasurer 52 16 2

404 11 2
Due from the Society to > ~r ,A «

Stationer s, &c. - - $ 
/ b  lo v

Balance of the Society 's } /x,  ̂ f ~
Property - - - - > £T329 1 2

The Report concluded with the gratify-
ing announcement, that the Rev, Jambs
Yates, of Birmingham , had kindl y con-
sented to become the Society 's Agextf for
the Midland Counties, and that , with his
permission , the Committee had sent down
50 sets of the Tracts, as Mr. Yates aa-»
ricinated a considerable increase of Sub-
scribers. Sunday-school and Fellowship
Fund Societies becoming Subscribers ta
the Midland or Northern counties, wDl
thus  be enabled to procure the So-
ciet y 's Tracts at a comparativel y trifling
expense for carriage . Mr. Yates has en-
gaged to recei ve the names of Subscribers
and to forward their allotments.

The following gentlemen were electee!
into office for the ensuing year :

James Ksdaij .k , Esq. Treas urer ,
Mr. Ci:o ru ;i: SMALiJ i KtD, Secretary.*

, . . . . ^— , ¥_—

* Thin office was accepted cocuditKraally,
Mr. S. st ating that he was unable to de-
vote to it the time which the interests of
the Society required. The Committee
are pledged to endeavour to find a suc-
cessor.

C 109 y
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Committee.
Rev. Dr. T. Rees, Messrs. Hart , Holt,

R. Taylor, J. Bowring, Leach , Robinson ,
Frend, Joseph Fernie, R. Fennell and
Jacob Guillonneau.

Auditors .
Messrs. C. Lean, C. Richmond and S.

Bayley.
The Society afterwards dined together ;

Wm. Frend, Esq., in the chair. In the
course of the evening the sentiments
given by the chairman called up the fol-
lowing gentlemen—the Rev. R. Aspland ,
S. W. Browne, Dr. T. Rees, M r. R.
Taylor , &c. &c. By desire of the Sub-
scribers, the Silver Medal given by Mr.
ParkeS j was presented by the chairman
to Mr. sispland , requesting him to con-
vey it to Mrs . Hughes , with expressions
of the liveliest gratitude for her numerous
and hi ghl y useful literary productions,
and the most cordial respect of the Sub-
scribers.

On the health of Mr. Parkes, and
thanks to him for his handsome donation ,
being given—that gentleman rose and
said , he had two favours to ask of the
company, which he trusted they would
readily grant him. The f irst was, that
every Subscriber would deman d his allot-
ment of Tracts, and endeavour to find
means of distributing them ; the second y
that every Subscriber present would strive
to make the Society as extensivel y known
as he possibly could and as it justl y
merited.

190 Intelligence.— Greenock and P drt-Glbsgow Unitari an Chapel.

Clapton, March 27, 1822.
Sir ,

I beg leave to inform the Subscribers
to Dr. Priestley's Work s, that Vol . XXI.,
which concludes the theological part , will
be ready for delivery at my friend Mr .
Eaton 's, 187, High-Holborn , on Saturday,
April 20th.

1 have found , on a late examination ,
so large a number of the former volumes
for which subscribers have not applied ,
that I cannot but request them to consi-
der the great pecuniary inconvenience im-
posed by such neglect , upon an Editor ,
unavoidably occupied in the litera ry dutie s
of an undertaking, laborious and unpro-
ductive ; except of the high gratification
afforded by the prospect of accomplishing
a favourite, and, as he trusts , no useless
project.

I am , however, indebted to many sub-
scribers , for their prompt attention to the
notices which 1 had deemed sufficient ,
and which hare always appeared in your
Repository, when any volume was read y
for delivery. Of such subscribers, (ex-
cepting those with whom I am in corres-
pondence ,) 1 have only to request that
they would procure Vol. XXI . from Mr.
Eaton , sending at the same t ime their

f ull address , that I may correct my list,
which I have reason to fear is, as to
some names and places, very inaccurate.

Subscribers who have not received the
whole of the 18 Volumes, now read y for
delivery, I must request immediately to
apply by letter to Mr. Smallfield , Pr inter ,
Homei ton , Middlesex, mentioning what
volumes they h ave received , and directing
where the rest , with Vol. XXI., shall be
sent , adding an order for paymen t m
London.

As the Subscribers are generally read-
ers of your work , I trust that these re-
quests will come under the observation
and be favoured with the attention ot
those whom they concern . A very few
copies of Or. Priestley 's Work s are yet
at the service of any who may wish °
possess them. __

j . t. nurr.

Greenock and Port -Glasgow Unita-
rian Chapel .

The Subscribers to the Greenock and
Port-Glasgow Unitarian Chapel are re-
spectfull y informed , that on Sunday, Ja-
nuary 20th , 1822, the Chapel built at
Port-Glasgow was opened for the worshi p
of Almighty God. Friends were present
fro m Greenock , Glasgow, Paisley and
Renfrew. Three Sermons were delivered
in the course of the day by the Rev.
George Harris , of Liverpool , to deep l y
attentive audiences. In tbe afternoon ,
ttic Rev. David Rees , of the Univers i ty
of Glasgo w, concluded the devotional
services ; and the Rev. David Logan deli-
vered his acceptance of the pastoral office
to the Port-Glasgow Congregation. The
chapel is a very neat and commodious
building, and there is a house, ultimatel y
intended for the use of the minister of
the place, under it. The whole expense
will not exceed .£500, which will leave
but a small debt to be disch arged. The
buildings arc secured to seven trustees,
of whom the Rev. George H arri/s is one,

and there is a clause inserted in the deed
securing the property to the UnitariAj J
Fund, should Unitarian worship be dig.
continued in the Chapel. Of this, how-
ever, there is little fear, as the prospect
at Port-Glasgow and in its neighbourhood
is very encouraging. The morning and
evening sermons, delivered by M r. Harris
are published, at the unanimous request
of the congregations which heard them
delivered.



Liverpo ol Unitar ian Fello wship Fund.
A Report of the Liverpool Unita-

rian Fellowship Fund has recently been
published , by which it appears the fol-
lowing donations have been made during
the year ending 31st December, 1821.
To the Unitarian Fund (Lon-

don) - - - £10 0 0
Rochdale Chapel - - 10 0 0
Oldham Ditt o - - 5 0 0
Nevvchurch (Rossendale; Ditto 5 0 0
Merthyr Tydvil Ditto - 10 0 0
Boston Ditto - - 5 0 0
Knowsley Ditto - 10 0 0
Padiham Ditto - - 15 0 0
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Ditto , 5 0 0
Gellionen Ditto - - 5 0 0
General Baptist Academy - 5 0 0
An Aged Minister - - 3 0 0
Lancashire and Cheshire Unita-

rian Association - - 5 0 0

Total - - £93 0 0

Comm unications (pos t paid) may be
addressed to the Secretary, Mr. H. Tay lor,
Bold Street , Liverpool .

On Thursday evening, March 21st , the
Meeting-House in Sir Thomas's Buildings,
Liverpool, formerly a Catholic Chapel,
was opened for Unitarian worshi p, when
a sermon was preached by the Rev.
George Harris , explanatory of the doc-
trines maintained by Unitarian Christians.
The place was crowded to excess. The
Meeting-House is intended for the use of
the Society formerly assembling in Great
Cross Hall Street, and religious worship
will he conducted there on the morning
and evening of Sunday, and on Thursday
pigli t , commencing with the first Sunday
in April.

NOTICES.
The Half-Yearl y Meeting of the So-

merset and Dorset Unitarian Association
will he held at Taunton , on Tuesday the(Jth of A pril.

G B. W.

I h e  Rev. Georo r Har r i s  lias ac-
cepted the unanimous invitation presented
to him to become the pastor of the new
Uni tar ian Congrega tion, Bohoiu His
connexion with the Renshaw Street Su-
rety will terminate on Sunday the 3lst
M arch ; and he will enter on the duties
<f his situation in Bolton on Sunday,A pril 7 th. J *

On Sunday, April 7th , 1822, the
meeting-House in Mqor Lane, Boltou ,fo rmerly a Calviniatic Chapel , wiH beopened for the worship of the One True

God, the Father. Three Sermons will'be
delivered , those in the morning and even-
ing by the Rev. George Harris ; and that
in the afternoon by the Rev. W. J. Fox*
of London. On Monday the friends and
members of this new church will dine
together in the Cloth Hall ; and in the
evening, the Rev. W. J. Fox will preach
in the Meeting-House.

The Friends of the late Rev. Henry
Turner , of Nottingham, propose to print
in 8vo . (price 12*.) a volume of his Ser-
mons. They request . the names of such
as propose being subscribers may be for-
warded as early as convenient.

We perceive that in our last , (p. 128J
we stated prematurely that the law re-
straining the press had passed the two
Chambers. The event thus anticipated
has since taken place. The discussions
in the Chamber of Peers, as well as 'in
that of the Deputies, were very animated :
the speech of Prince Talleyrand has
been much applauded. This disastrous
measure was carried in the upper cham-
ber by only a small majority : it is now,
however, the law of France, and will be
so as long as the present system of
government is suffered to continue.

Tumults have arisen in various parts of
France, principally in places of public
education ; the young men being very
reluctant to submit to the yoke of legiti-
macy.

One great source of discord is the
preaching of the Missionaries , that is,
priests who go about carrying the cross,
preaching up the old doctrine of passive
obedience, fulminating ch urch-censures
against those that took a part in or pro-
fited by the Revolution , asserting the-
divine ri ght of tithes, calling back , as far
as words avail , feudal times and usages,
and in some cases pretending to miracles.
Fanatics and impostors as they are, they
are countenanced by the government, and
on that  account , perhaps, more than fronr
any dislike of superstition , they are
obnoxious to the people, who have on
several occasions opposed their preaching
so riotousl y, tha t  they have been obliged
to claim the protection of the military.

Certain state-prosecutions have brought
out very prominentl y the political feeling?
of the French people. Alarmed by this
and other demonstrations of disloyalty,
the police are very active in their inquisi-
tion after heresy and blasphemy. We
copy a paragraph on this subject from a
paper which we do not often quote, but
which we never see without amusement.
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the M?» (sr pretended) Times. So ex>-
travagfettt , *ad therefom 90 iunaxtDU*, is
tills wretched joara& l* that it rebukes tlie
€&Mri4ry {the regular ministerial paper,}
#<» speaking with d£<ee*icy of t&e Opposi-
tion *a the Chamber of Deputies, aad
espedaJly for naming Benj amin Con-
stant with re.spect. Constant is the
fr iend of La Fayette, of Gregoire, of
Lanj uinais, an-d was the friend (which
of kseif is a testimonial that might carry
him with honour through the civilized
world) of the wise and virtuous Romiliy ;
but lie 4tsu»d* up for the Charter, and »ot
merely for the family of the Bourbons,
and therefore the ex-iacobia Dr~ Stoo-
dart, points him out as a revolutionary
monster, whom the majority of the Cham-
ber would do well to impeach. The
paragraph referred to is in the paper of
March the L9th# and runs thus : u We
perceive from the Paris journals that the
police exerts itself with laudable dili gence
in the seizure of blasphemous and sediti-
ous publications. A writer na med uu-
pui s, several years ago wrote a book
entitled, De V Origine de torn les Cultes,
which was intended to prove, among
other things, that thea*e never was such a
person as Jesus Christ , In order to bring
the substance of this impious work withiu
the reach of the common people, an
abridgment of it has been printed at
Paris, which, we are happy to find , was
knmediately seized , and we trust that the
vender , M. Cuasserian, will be made an
example of."

PORTUGAL and SPAIN.
A disposition to Loosen the shackles

of Popish authority has been for some
time visible in the former country, and
thai disposition has been much encouraged
and strengthened since the establishment
of the constitutional system. *The office
of the Palriarca , or suprenae Bishop of
Lisbon, has been extinguished* The re-
spect witk which the regular clergy have
been regarded by the people is singularly
diminished, and even among the peasan-
try questions as to the utility of the
iwanastic establishments, are sometimes
started aad answered iu a spuit of bold
inquiry . l>uring the Lent j ust over, the
Cortes applied to the Pope for a Bull to
allow the people to eat flesh. His holi-
ness refused ior s&mts time; biU, being
given very plainly to understand that his
vefusal would not alter tlje doteriuiuatkm
^*f the uatioaal representatives, wha were
resolved to root out soxne of the faolisJU
Sttpsmi t urns of the Portuguese* hq at last
consented n he UuH was r^Mpeiyed* put}.,
Uafred, and Lent has been observed with-,
out those forms to which folly atni \gno-

t&nce attached  ̂imscii irapbftatoes, ̂mwhich fraud and. funning ina^e arailinefor their slhM^r interesis* Tfcere j j *
many ecclesiasfics in the Portug^^Cortes, but they are generalry dispose^ t0support the independeace of the Lusiu.
niah church . Ecclesiastical reform hasnot, however, oh the whole, made such
rap id progress as in Spain. No church orconvent property has been hitherto con-
fisca ted. Jn half a century the re]Igi0U8
orders will, however, he extinct by the
non-admission of noviciates. In Spaia
their suppression is much more rapid ; a«
they have been there deprived of much of
their revenue, «very encouragement has
been given to secularization ; and many
convents have .been already alienated
where the number ' of Friars was small , or
where a neighbouring convent existed of
the same order. Of the most enlightened
among the Friars in Spain , a considerable
portion have been absolved from their
religious vows. The Spanish Cortes have
assumed a high tone in their intercourse
with the Church of j flome. An animal
sum was formerly paid in the shape of
tribute to the Holy See. Since the Revo-
lution that sum has been very much dimi-
nished , and the Cortes refused to allow
any thing unless it were received as a
free gift ,—not claimed as a recognized
right. The Jansenists are becoming
stronger in Spain. To that party belong-
ed the leading ecclesiastics of the last
Cortes. One religious journal is pub-
lished at Madrid , called the Cronica Reli-
giose *. Its character is liberal, and its
object is to destroy the Papal influence ;
but involved as all men are in party-poli-
tics, it does not Seem to excite much
interest or obtain much circulation.

The remnants of old intolerance have
been but too visible in Spain during the
late discussions on the Penal Code ; many
of whose articles breathe the most furious
bigotry* The stropgest assurance was
given that they wouW not be permitted
to pass ; however, they wre approretl
almost without discussion , ip epite of a
ve^y general conviction of their absurd ity
and cruelty. " Let,-us make this cession
(they said) to the umpjrarj ^e of the- clergy,
as no Spaniard can be affejet-ed by it. To
us, all the forms of > religion <ar<e indiffer-
ent , and the common 

^
people are too

sound in their f ai th to fye *xf>os€<i to tkq
consequences of heretical pravity. Th$
ecclesiastics wiii allow xivi} reform t«
move 041 ward, if w^ gjve tbtui. enough °}
church tyranny as the price of tlieir .acqu*:
escence 1" Thus it ia,,that fancied wisdom
becomes ^he ally qf f$ly«,and #H W!t£
itself is made tW herfU?u .&u<i the hand-
maid of error. ,
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