
[IN a debate In the House of Com-
mons, on the 6th of May , on the
following motion of Mr. Hume's,—
" That it is expedient to inquir e whe-
the r the present Church Establish-
ment of Ireland be not more than
commensurate to the services to be
perfor med, both in regard to the
numb er of persons employed and the
income which they receive/'— Mr ;
Robertson suggested the possibility
of an union between, the Catholic
Church and the Church of England ,
observing, " that there was, in fact,
no difference between the m in any
essential point of doct rine, the creed
of the Romish Church being the same
as that of the Church of England,"
and that , though there was the great -
est differen ce between the Lut heran
and Calvinis t Chuj-chfes, the Govern -
ment of Pr ussia, in 1817, had, not-
withstan ding;, effected an union be-
tween them.* This suggestion occa-
sioned the letter that tve here insert
from the pen of one of the ablest
theologians la the Catholic Chur ch of
Ireland. Our reader s Will, we are
persuaded, think it wor thy of pre ser-
vation and of occupying the place in
which we put it. Ed.]

To Robertson, Esq., M. P .
Sir ,

THE sentiments which you are
reporte d to have delivered in the

House of Commons on the motion of
Mr. Hara e, relativ e to the Church
Establishment in this country, induce
nae, though a stran ger, to tak e the
liberty of addressing - you ; and as I
W\ <~w ^a _ — *" - ' • <.# * _ 4 . a  magree an opinion with you, that the
best , if not the only effectual mode
of pacifying Ireland , improvin g the
condition of her peop le, and consoli-
dating the inter ests of the empire ^

* Another Member of Parl iament, M*vwimmc Browne, Jm s propos ed that <*he
uatb olfe., should become the EstablishedChurch in Ir eiaiid*

would be foimfi in a union of th0
Churche s which distract and divide us;,
an expression of thy views, who am a
Catholic Bishop, may not be unac -
ceptab le to you.

A person well acqua inted with Ir e-
land , wo^ild aot find it difficult td
shew, why the efforts lately made to
better her condition ifoave been fruit -
less, attd why every benefit conferre d
on her by the Legislature , or throug h
the bounty of the English people, ha3
had no corres pondin g effect . Th6
whole fra me of society amongst us i^disorganized , and the distrust , apath y;
fraud , jealousy, and contention which
prevail univers ally, as they derang e
the publi c will* and prevent the inu-
tual co-operation of all classes, mtt stt
necessari ly preve nt the country, whilst
they continue , from deriving advan -
tage from aay partial measure , &i
emerging from its pr esent depressed .if not degrade d, condit ion.

*This state of the public mind and
feeling h uoquestionabl y produce d by
the inequality pf the laws, and still
more immediatel y by the incessan t
collision and conflict of religious opi-
nions.

The Irish Par liament excluded and
continued to exclude tfce British Con*
stitutio n from the giteat mass of our
people, first through bigotry and i
tear of the Pret ender i aftervtfai ^
thro ugh the lesa worth y motives of
religious intolerance and selfish mo-
nopoly : that Parli ament is liow hap-
pily extinguis hed, and the prfe ^eht
Legislatur e can have no other motive
for continuing the ancien t system,
thab a desire to pr eserve the integrit y
bf the empire, whieh it feairs would t>e
endangered, if a natio n, with a people
and resources such as ours, were
united, rich and powerful .

Such consideration s should doubt -
less have ih&t weight with p. Uitps ^
man ; and (here i$ no man holdin g the
Itelm of Bntish inter ests wto might
not with reason hesitate as to tfti
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propriety w the cfc^
should proceed in with regard to
Ireland. But the Government , Par -
liament , and all the reflectin g portion
of both countries agree in thinking,
that the state of Ireland is intolerable ,
and that a material change must be
effected in her condition . How this
change can be produced , no man is
prepared to say with confid ence ; but
the apparent impossibility of discover -
ing an adequate remed y for the in-
veterate and almost incurable diseases
under which we labour , may in the
end be the cause of app lying to us the
most, if not the only effectual cure.

One of the principal Secretaries of
State has said in his place in Parlia -
ment , that every means of tranquil -
lizing Ireland had been tried , Cathol ic
Emanci pation alone excepted , and to
that measure he was not then pre -
pared to yield his assent. The head
of the Government , m the Upper
House, has deliberatel y declared , that
in his opinion, the admission of the
Roman Catholics to the privileges of
the Constitution would only aggrav ate
the evils of the country. These per -
sonages are manifes tly at a loss how
to condu ct the interests of Ireland .
They must be aware that the whole
body of the Catholics are impatient ,
that their pride and interests are
wounded , that disaffection must be
work ing- within them, if they be men
born and nurture d in a free state , and
yet enslaved. These Min isters of the
Crown must know, that the mind of
a nation fettered and exasperated will
stru ggle and bound, and when a chasm
is opened will escape by it in a tor-
rent like lava from the crater of a
volcano.

They must see the rising greatness
of Fran ce, and of the United States ;
the growin g empires in South Ame-
rica ; the character of those wars
which ar e approachin g, as well as the
dispositions of six millions of the
King 's subjects 5 and they must have
their misgivings as to whether they
will be able to weath er the coming
storm . They are themselves pre pa-
ring fuel for the flam e in Ireland ;
they are educatin g the people Without
providin g for thei r distress , and thus
putt ing the sharpes t weapons into the
hands of men, who, as the y learn to
read, will also learn to calculate their
streng th and to device and meditate

bn schemes of retaliat ion and rfevenge*
*They will not pacify the country, or
induce the absentees to retur n, or the
reside nt gentr y to abid e here in peace ;
by and bye there will be no link of
connexion between the Governm ent
and a zealous, if not a disaffected
people. The ministers of the Estab-
lishment , as it exists at presen t, ar e
and will be detes ted by. those who
differ from them in religion ; and the
more their residence is enforced , and
their number multi plied, the more
odious they will become. This may
seem a paradox in England, but who-
soever is acquainted with the oppres-
sion arising from tithes and chur ch
rates , and with the excessive religious
zeal which has always characteriz ed
the Irish , will freel y assent to this
truth , however stran ge it may appear :
I doubt as little of it as of any other I
have stated .

The Minister of England canno t
look to the exertions of the Catholic
priesthood ; they have been ill treated ,
and they may yield for a moment to
the influence of nature , though it be
opposed to gra ce. This clergy, with
few exceptions , are from the ranks
of the people 3 they inherit their feel-
ings : they are not , as formerl y,
broug ht up under despotic govern -
ments ; and they have imbibed the
doctrines of Locke and Pa ley, more
deeply than those of Beilarmi n, or
even of Bosquet on the divine right of
kings ; they know much more of the
princi ples of the Constitution than
they do of passive obedience. If a
rebellion were rag ing from Car rig-
fergus to Cape Clear , no sentence of
excommunication would ever be ful-
minated by a Catholic Prelate , or if
fulminated , it would fal l, as Grat tan
once said of British Supremacy , like a
spent thunder -bolt , " some gazed at
it , the people were fond to touch
it."

The Cat holics possessed of pr operty
in Ireland either cannot or will not
render any 'efficient* services to the Go-
vernment , should eventfu l times ar-
rive. The number of the ancient
proprietors of land amongst the Ca-
tholics has of late years rather dimi-
nished than increased , and those who
remain of them have at presen t less
influen ce tha n at any former period
tof our history. The system [ of clan-
ship is entire ly dissolved in Ire land ;
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the Catholic ari stocracy, as they ar<p
called, since the Penal Laws \verb
relaxed, have gradua lly withdrawn
themselves from the people; they
have shewn on some occasions an
overweening anxiety for emanc ipa-
tion, at the expense of what the
pr iesthood and the other classes
deemed the interests , if not the prin -
ciples, of their religion ; hence they
are looked on with suspicion , and can
no loader wield the public mind . The
men who have purchased prope rties in
land, who have lent their money,
acquire d by industry, on mort gages ;
those who are engaged in -commerce i
or in the liberal professions , are , with
a few silly exceptions , on the side of
the people. These are men of litera -
ture or of trad e ; and therefore , if his-
tory and experience can be credited ,
they are bold, ambiti ous, fond of jus -
tice and of freedom : from such men
the Governmen t, should it persis t in
its pre sent course, has only to ex-
pect defiance or open hostility. ' *. Such is the view which this , countr y
must present to the eye of a British
Statesman ; and when he turn s fro m
it and says he knows hot what to do^
he professes his incompetenc y to guide
the public councils . ^ < ;

In such a state of thing s it behove s
Parli ament to apply to itself what the
Roman Senate used to say to the
Consul or Dictator in times of perils
Cure t, ne qvid respublica detrimenti
patia tur ; and I have little doubt , if
your sentim ents , were adopted by it,
but that Irel and could be tranquillized ,
the union of the countrie s cemented ,
peace and prosperity diffused , and the
empire rendered invulnerable .

These results cannot be atta ined by
Cat holic Emanci pation alone, still less
by those futile measures which are
now in pr ogress. If the mind of the
nat ion be not well-directed , and the
public will made to co-operate with
the Legislat ure , the disease may be
repr essed or shifted , but no renovating
pr inciple of health will be infused into
the fra me of societv.

Catholic emancipation will not re-
medy the evils of the tithe system ; it
will not allay the fervour of religious
zeal—the perp etual clashing of two
chur ches, one elevated , the other fallen,
poth high-minded, perhap s intoler ant ;it will n6t check the rancorous ani-
mosities with which different sects as-

sail each other ; it will not remove all
suspicion of partiality in the govern -
ment , were Antoainus himself the
Viceroy ; it will not create that sym-
path y between the different orders in
the state which is ever mainly depen -
dan t on religion, nor produce that
unlimited confidence between man and
man which is the strongest foundatio n
on which public welfare can repose ,
as well as the most certain pledge of
a nation 's pros perity. Withal , Ca-
tholic emanc ipation is a great public
measure , and of itself not only would
effect much , but open a passage tQ
ulterior measures , which a provide nt
Legislat ure could withou t difficulty
effect.

The union of the Churches , how-
ever, which you have had the singula r
merit of suggesting to the Common s
of the United King dom, would toge-
ther and at once effect a tota l change
in the dispositions of men ; it would
bring all classes to co-opera te i zeal-
ously in pr omoting the pro sperity of
Irel and, and in securing her allegiance
for ever to the Briti sh Throne. The
question of- emanci pation would be
swallowed up in the great inquiry,
how Irelan d ¦) could be enric hed and
stren gthene d ; and in place of the
Prime Minister devising arguments to
screen an odious oppression , and re-
concile an Insurrection Act of five
and twent y years * duration , with the
Habeas Corpus Act and Magna Char -
ta, we would find him receiving the
plaudits of the Senate , the thanks of
his Sovereign  ̂ and the blessings of
millions, for the favours which he
could so easily disp ense. -

This union , on which so much de-
pends , is not , as you have justl y ob-
served, so difficult as it appears to
many ; and the present time is pecu-
liarl y well calcul ated for attempting,
at least, to carr y it into effect.

It is not difficult ; for in the dis-
cussions which were held, and the
corres pondence which occurre d on
this subject earl y ia the last century,
as wgll that in which Archbis hop
Tillb ^bn was engaged, as the other s
which were carried on between Bos-
suet and: beibn itz, it appeared that
the points of agreement between the
Churches were numerou s, those on
which the par ties hesita ted few, and
apparentl y not the most important.
The effort ; which was then made , wu*
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not attended with success, but its
failure was owing more t<? prince s than
to priests , more to state policy than
to a difference of belief. But the
same reasons which at that period
disappointed the hopes of ever y good
Christ ian in Europe, would at present
operate favourab ly. For what inte-
rest can England now have, which is
opposed to such a union, and what
nation or church in the universe can
have stronger motives for desirin g it
than Great Britain , if by it she could
preserv e her Churc h Establishmen t,
perfect her intern al policy, and secure
her external dominion ?

The time ia favourable ; for the
Govern ment is powerfu l and at peace ;
the Pope is powerless and anxious to
conciliate ; the Irish Catholics are
wearied and fatigued* exceedingly de-
sirous of repose ; the established re-
ligion is almost frittered away, and
the monarch y, a thing unprecedented
in a Chris tian state , is left in one
country with only the staff of the
Church , to use an expression of Mr *
Hume's, ami in the otiier with less
than a moiety of the people attach ed
ta the hierarch y. Add to this the
improvement of men's minds during
the last centu ry, the light and libe-
rality Which distinguish the present ,
the revival of Christ ian piety since the
overthrow of the French Revolution ,
and the disposition of even' religious
disputants to conciliate and explain.

In Ireland , I am confiden t that ,
notwithstandin g the ferment which
now prevails , a propositi on, such a»
you have made, if adored by Govern -

_ __ _. ^_ —. »_ ¦ __I ¦ ¦_ _ ' ¦ _ __^ . . _̂ r ¦ B__ t_ .-. __ _ »_ Mm. __ -_ _L  ̂,inent , would be heart ily embraced.
The Cler gy of the Establishment are
unpopular , and they feel it; they ar e
without flocks, and every pro fessional
man wishes for employment ; their
propert y is attacked , and even endan -
gered , for the State has touched it,
and the people have no respect for it.
The l)issenters have encroached on
them ; and the Cathol ic Clergy have
despoiled the m, in many places, of
their flocks. The Catholic Laity, as
I before mentioned , are tired of their
degradation ; they are wearied in pur -
suit of freedom ; they love their coun-
try, and are anxious for repose ^
Their Cler gy, without, I believe, ah
exception , Would make every possible
sacrifice le effect a union ; I myself
would moft t cheerfull y, and withou t

fee, pension , emolument, or hope,
resign the office which I hoM, if by
doing so, I could in any Way contri -
bute tp the union of my brethre n and
the happiness of my coun try.

The proprietors and capitalists in
Ire land, are affected at the prosp ect
which lies before them , and are , if
not blind to self-intere st as well as
dead to patrio tism, anxious to es-
tablish peace and securi ty amongst
us. The Government has no interest
in preserving disunion , unless for the
purpose of securing its power ; and
should it find an honourable and safe
substitute for so detestabl e and pr e-
carious a system, it would be blind
end besotted if it did not embrace if.

The King who rules over us is
liberal, wise and enlightened , beyond
any of his predecessors ; and as he is
the head of the Stat e, so he has been
foremost throug h life in bestowing
bis royal countenanc e and support on
whatever could contribute to the ho*
nour of religion, to the good of his
subjects , or to the glory of his reign.
What ever, then , time and circum -
stances can contribute to a great and
good undertaking, seems now to fa-
vour a project for the union of Chris*
tians too long divided. Had they
been so favourable in the sixteenth
century, the separation which has
produced such numberless calamities ,
would certainl y have been prevented .

It may not become so humble an
individual as I am to hint even at a
plan for effecting so great a purpose
as the union of Catholics and Protes -
tan ts m one great family of Chris -
tians ; but as the difficulty does not
appear to me to be at all proportione d
to the magnitude of the object to be
attained , I would presume to state ,
that if Protest ant and Catholic di-
vines of learni ng, and a conciliator y
character , were summoned by the
Crown, to ascertai n the points of
agreement and difference between the
Churches , and that the result of their
conferences were made the basis of a
projet to be treat ed on between the
heads of the Church of Rome and of
England, the result might be more
favourable than at pres ent would be
anticipat ed.

The chief points to be discussed
are , the Canon of tKe Sacred Scrip-
tures , Faith , J ustification , the Mass,
the Sacraments , the Authority of
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Tradition, of Councils, of the Pope,
the Celibacy of the Clergy, Langua ge
of the Litufgy , Invocation of Saints,
Respect for Images , Pra yers for the
Dead.

On most of these it appears to me
that ther e is no essential difference
between Catholics and Protestants ;
the existing diversit y of opinion arises ,
in most cases, from certain forms of
words which admit of satisfactory ex-
planati on, or from the ignora nce or
misconcept ions which ancient preju-
dice and Hl-will produce and strength -
en, but which could be removed ; they
are pride and points of honour , which
keep us divided on many subjects ,
not a lore of Christian humility, cha-
rity and tf uth.

It should be the duty, as it is ob-
viously the interest of the rulin g pow-
ers, to provide for the hap piness of
the people, by enlightening their
minds and by curbing their passions ;
not by rep roach ful speeches and co-
ercive laws, but by means suited to
their real wants ; and if, through the
wisdom of Parliament and the efforts
of Government , the Churches of these
countries could be united , & new era
of happiness would commence in our
histor y. The laws in this country
could be equalized , the most perfect
confidence would prevail between the
Governme nt and the subjects ; their
nat ural protectors would be restored
to a generous and war m-hearted peo-
ple ; the aristocrac y would become
wha t it itever has been in Ireland —a
link between the prince and the pea-
sant ; industry would be protected ;
Capital would flow into the country y
all the resources of the soil, climate ,
genius and talent of the nation would
be called into life and activity ; the
union of the countries woi^Id be con-
solidat ed, and Great Britain would
not only be Queen of the ocean, but
Mistre ss of the world.

Hoping that you will again call the
attent ion of Parliament to the consi-
der ation of this importan t subject,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient humble Servant ,
J. DOYLE.

Carlow9 May 13, 1824.

Dr/Pri estley*$ Opinion of Future Sufferings. 3Sf*
S*Bi •/*«*? 22, 1824.

I 
HAVE looked with anxiety fo»
some discussion hv the Monthly

Repository on the opinion attribut ed
ta Dr. Priestley by PMladelphv * (yid&
pp. 15 and 283 of the present Vdfcy
It appears to me, the expre ssions
quoted from Dr. P/s Lette rs to at
Philosophi cal Unbelieve r, and wHicb
your correspondent calls ^obscafe ^
have been misunder stood by him, and
that when fairly interprete d, it will
not be (as he thinks it is) difficult
" to reconcil e the opinions express ed
in that passa ge with the pl^in and
positive declarat ions of Scripture.5*
for . P. isays, " I made it appear to
the satisfaction of Dr. Hartley, in the
short correspondence I had with him,
tha t his theor y furnishes pretty fair
presum ptions, that the pains of this
life may suffice for the whole of our
future existence, we havin g now re-
sources enow for a perpetual increas e
m happiness without any assistance
from future pain." Philadelp hia, if
I understand him rightly, considers
Dr. P. as expressin g in these word s
an opinion deduced from the theor y
of association , that ftiture suffer ing
will not (or may not) be necessar y for
the reformation of those who nave
passed through life in vicious courses.
The passa ge is confessedly capable of
this interp retation. There is nothing
in the text or context which defines
how far the writer extended his ideas
of the possibility in question : but
unless I am greatly mistaken, it may,
with at least equal prop riet y, be taken
in a very differen t sense, a sense ac-
cordant at once with the whole tenor
of Dr. Priestte y^s writings, and *' with
the plain and positive declaration s of
Seript tire.  ̂ ,

T^tte inter pretation of Philadelphia
derives n<i support from any part of
Dr. P.V Work s that has come under
my notice* He appears to the very
close of his life to have regarded the
future stat e as a stale of rewards and
p unishment *. Perhaps I may be per ^
mitt ed to Occupy & small portion of
your pages ia substa ntiating this po-
sition. In the Institutes of Natur al
and Revealed Religion, ' (which were
published iii \?7®> maiiy years lifter 1 tfc^
death of Dr. Hkrttey i) Part HI , €!&
HI. Sect, iv Vire have the autho rs view
*f" *' the Biibstance of Wh ^t \ye were



able to collect from nature concerni ng
a fi*tfcufe state, provided there were
any such thing-." He expresses him-
self as follows : *' Upon the supposi -
tion of our surviving the grave , we
wei^e able , from the consideration of
the equity of God' s moral government ,
to infer , that the event would be very
desirable to good men, and much to
be dre aded by the wicked,*' &c. There
was some hope that those who were
hot reclaime d in this world might be
effectua lly cured of their vicious pro -
pensities by the more severe and du-
rable punishments of another , &c.
Thus much as to the light of natur e*
f* From Revelatio n," Dr. Priestley
adds , " we learn the actual certainty of
a fiiture state , and have an absolute
assurance of its being a state of exact
retribution , in which every man shal l
receive according to his work s/' In
the second,' on the nature • of future
reward s and punishments , he says,
*¦* The punishment of the wicked is
described in the Scriptur es, in such a
manner as, if the representation be
at all attended to, cannot but alarm
our fears to the utmost ," and enu-
merates several partic ulars furnishe d
by the New Testamen t in illustration
of this awful subject. Let us turn to
the work to which Ph itadelpkus refers ,
the ** Letters to a Philosophical Un-
believer. " Does not the whole tenor
of it, as well as man y particular pas-
sages, indicate a firm pers uasion in a
future state of punishment as well as
reward ? At the ver y outse t, Letter I.,
the venerab le defender of Natural and
Revealed Religion characterizes his
system as " a system which threatens
vice with future punishmen t ;" ¦• and
maintains , in the 8th Letter , that we
are led ** to expect a more perfect
retribution , than we see take place
here , and consequentl y, to look for a
state where moral agents will find
more exact reward s for virtue , and
more amp le pun ishments for vice
than they meet with in this worl d."
And, not to multi ply needless quota -
tions, we have, in the second part ,
Letter V.. the following' account ofLetter V., the following accoun t of
Christian ' faith : " Christia n faith im-
plies a belief of all the great histor ical
facts recorded in the Old and New
Testaments , in whicH we are infor med
concerning the creation and govern -
ment of the world , the history of the

discourses , mira cles, death and resur -
rection of Chris t, and his assuran ce
of the resurre ction of all the dead to
a futur e life of re tribution $ and this
is the doctr ine that is of the most
consequenc e to.enforce the good con-
duct of men."

We have now brought dawn our
proofs to the time when Dr. Priestl ey
wrot e the expressions in question , and
it is plain that he could not by those
expressions intend to deny or doubt
the realit y of futur e punishment * My
assertion that his opinions on thi s sub-
ject underwen t no change to the very
close of life, is founded on his well-
known death -bed conversation.

"He desir ed me," says his son, "to
reach him a pamphlet which was at
his bed' s head , Simpson on the Dura -
tion of Fut ure Punishment. ¦ * It will be
a sourc e of satisfaction to you to rea d
that pamphlet/ said he, giving it to
me, ' it contains my sentimen ts? " &c.
Are we then justifi ed in app lying the
opinion which. Dr. Priestle y expressed
in his corr espondence with Dr. Hart-
ley, " the pains of this life may suffice
for the whole of our future existence ,"
to those who live and die in the love
and practice of sin > Did he not evi-
dentl y mean that the pains of this
life, when they have opera ted effec-
tually  in destroy ing the love arid the
power of vicious princip les and habits,
may suffice for the whole of our future
being ; and was it not probab ly his
object , ;  by shewing this to be a fair
deduction frpm the doctrine of associ-
ation , to prove the consonance of that
doctrine with the plain and positive
declarations of the New Testam ent ?
Thus understoo d,—ta ken as express -
ing a belief, that the hope of the righ-
teous is at once justified by scripture
and by reason—th e language of the
excellent Priestl ey on this occasion
harmoniz es with the general tenor of
his work s, and presents no such diffi-
culty as Ph iladelp hus appears to find
in it. It coincides with the declaratio n
of the Apostle , " These light afflic-
tions , which are but for a moment ,
are workin g out for us" (i. e. for sin-
cere Christians) " a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory."

My object in this letter has been
to shew that ^ your corres pondent has
no right to appeal to the authority of
Dr . Priest ley in support of the specu-
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Sir *
WILL you allow me room to ad-

dress a few lines to your cor-
resp ondent in the April Repository,
(pp. 201 , 202,) with whom, as a zeal-
ous friend to Sunday -Schools, I am
happy to olaim much warm sympathy
of feeling, but from whom, on one
material point , I canno t but essen-
tiall y differ.

He expr esses an earnest desire that
the childre n should not receiv e a
" Unitarian education "— which, it
appears to me, would be deny ing the m
the greatest blessing that it is in the
power of one human being to be the
instrument of bestowing upon ano-
ther ! A truly scriptural , pious and
rational view of his duties and his
expectations ?—of thp d ealings of an
infinitely holy and benevolent God
with his creatures , and of what , on
their part , he requires to be done—is
a boon of more value than any other
which , in this state of our existence,
can be conferr ed.

We believe that our doctrines were
those deliver ed by Christ and his apos-
tles ; and shal l we not endeavour to
give them pur e and uncorrupted to
the young minds whose tuition we
und ertake ? If , as your correspondent
wishes, they are mere ly to be taught
to read, as in what are now called the
" British and Foreign Schools/' with -
out the inculcatio n of any particular
system of belief, it is nearl y certai n
that ninety-nine out of a hundre d will
hold the same opinions with their
parents and the world arou nd them,
opposit e as these may be in many
mat erial points from what we esteem
those of the New Testamen t, and
demoralizing as the , present state of
every Christian country proves them
to be.

All other sects carefull y implant in
the minds of their young pup ils what
they believe to be Christian trut h ;
and ar e.they not most commendable
for so doing ? It is surely a sacred

duty , to infuse sentiments of ipiety
and scriptura l knowledge into every
heart that is accessible to us, as early
as it is capa ble of receiving " theml
I acknowledg e, with regret , that from,
what I esteem a most mistaken idea
of libera lity, this is with tei^Ct to
our Sunday -Schools , in some instances
left undone by Unitari ans ) nor £air ;J
wonder that for the €Ay cMllmg cold-
ness" with which we are too justly
charge d in respect to spreadin g what
we profess to believe " the truth as it
is in Jesus /* we are reproach ed and
unde rvalued by every other denomi -
nation. When they see lar ge congre -
gations carry ing on? their schools ex-
actl y on the neutral pfen wMcE yout^
correspondent recomm ends to all, they
can hardl y persuade themselves that
we are sincere in our profession s 9
and those who are disposed to judge
most charitabl y, must conclude that
we set a small value on our principles *and hold them to be of little or no
practica l importance.

That the conduct of Unitar ian con-
gregations should in any instan ces
fully justif y these conclusions , is deep-
ly to be lamented. It is the heaviest
char ge which can fairl y be brought
against us, and it more than any, or
perhaps than all other causes united ,
gives the zealous and serious of other
sects, an unfavourable idea of the
effects which our system produces
upon the mind , and by that means
they are in numberless instances de-
terred fro m inqu iring into our opi-
nions* .

I should rejoice to know that what
I have here stated had raised a doubt
in the mind of your corres ponde nt
with respect to the plan which he has
recommended.

MARY HUGHES.

Unitar ian Educa tion in Swiday-Schools.-r-Remarhs oh Matt. xix. 28. 391

Jul y  5, 1824.
Remarks on Matt. xix. 28.

THE actual state of the text in
this verse, may serve to prove

the fallibility of conjectura l criticis m,
and to illustrate what I may term the
discr etionar y nature of punctuation.
H. Owen (Rowyer's Conjectures , &c.,
in loc.) suspects , that the words «*
raj <watXtyy£v$<ri<p were at fi^st inserte d
in the marg in " to denote tjie time
when the apost les were to enioy these
blessings and priv ileges* And they

lations .which he has laufcb efbre your
read ers. Whether those speculations
are in accordance with reason and'with
scripture rightly understood , is; I am
aware , another questioa —a question,
the discussion of which I would gladly
commit to those who are- better qua-
lified for the task *

G. B. W.



seen*/* lie adds, " to have been in-
Betted by a person Who highly fa*
Toured the doctrine of the Millennium/'
Now this supposition is altogether
destit ute of external authority and
supp ort. Griesbach properly inti-
mates  ̂ that we may read the clause
in question with either what precedes
or what follows* For my own part , I
am inclined to connect it with our
Lord's assurance , rather than with the
description of the persons to whom
that assurance is addr essed.

My attention has been called to the
passage by a curious and valuable
communication occurring in a note
to one of Mr. Wellbeloved' s recentl y
pub lished " Three Additional Let-
ters" to Wrangham (pp. 20, 21). I
transcribe below the whole of the
note, the reasonin g of which is not
less pertinen t, spirited and able than
the iact which forms the subject of it
is extraordinar y.

N,

throne vf his pf o t t f i  IF ftinher ht
had * tried his &aiid* at interpr etation,
what ample ecop  ̂would there have
been for the display of ingenuity and
talent , in setting 1 forth the magnifi -
cent privilege to be enjoyed by the
Twelve when Jesus should sit on his
throne , and they should have a stop 1
If a Unitarian * apostle ' had commit-
ted such an egregious blunder , the
Arch deacon of Cleveland would hav e
dubbed him a Sciolist. Pray , what
was the Archdeacon of Chester ? For
such ignora nce on the part of a Uni-
tarian critic , Unitarianism would have
been reproached as a school of Sciol-
ism. What then must we think of
Trinitarianis m i Such * incompeten -
ey,' according to the Horsleian ca-
nons, would be deemed fatal to the
whole system of Unitarianism ; but
will the present Bishop of St. David' s
allow that in this case it decides even
the single question in the discussion
of which it was manifested , and
weakens , in any degree , the evidence
that he imagines to exist, in favour of
the genuineness of 1 J ohn v. 7 ? The
inference is very plain, {and for the
sake of the inference, I repeat the
fact ,) that disputed points , whether of
doctrine or criticis m, should be de-
cided by their own merits , not by the
learning or the ignorance , by the ac-
curacy or the blunders , of the dispu -
tants. Both truth and charity would
be gainers by an attention to this
equitable rule/*

W6k Letter of Dr. Hartley's to his Shter.

Letter of Dr. Hartley's to his Sister.
£The following lette r has bfcen sent

to us by an unknown corr espondent ,
under the signature of M., withou t
any inform ation concernin g it. The
spirit of it is so excellent and there is
so much internal evidence of its ge-
nuineness , that we cannot hesitate a
moment as to its insertion. The
reader toay compare it with two let-
ters from the same great man to the
same ' relation * ijiven Mon. Repos. V.
65—57. Ep.3

Dear Sister.

I 
HAVE lately gained thfe know-
ledge of some things in phy&ic>

which hare been of great use to me ;
but thte chief mf my studies are upon
religious subjects , and especially upon
the true meanin g of the Bible. I
c&Miot express to you . what inwar d

** The Archdeacon of Cleveland
cannot be unacquainted with a notable
critic al feat of a broth er dignitary of
the same rank , who, 'forsooth , must
try his hand' at collating MSS. and
editions of tbe New Testament. Find-
lug, m the course of his learned in-
vestigations , the following note in the
third edition of Robert Stephens 's
Greek Testament , on M att. xix. 28,
Up o rev, tit rrj Tva,XiyyzV£vi<f<f f oafo Xyv
expvai *r& % 8, t9 £, *b , he considered
it not as denoting a difference of punc -
tuation , but a various readin g found
in the MSS. here enumerat ed. In
deciphering these words, he unfor -
tun ately construed the Greek preposi -
tion vpo Hfce the Latin pro, and took
it in the sense of for , ot" instead of,
which in Grfeek , ds he ought to have
known, is expressed by apn. Hence
he concluded that Stephens mean t to
say s instead of ^y T7j 7raXiyy£V£cr 9̂
the MSS. 7, S, c, 5» i&, read ha ^oX^v
t%ovci* sttid accordin gly quoted 6i
tzK6\oi>0V}<Tavre<; [aqi iiugHKiQp ty ^otn orav
as the reading of <Jodex Steph. f,
&c/ (Sefe Marsh 's LetifeM to Travis ,
p. 176-7.) I^ow had tWs learn ed
Archdeacon * tried his li&nd at im-
proved vei^iona* also, what , ian %m+
pwtant atee9sion shouM we bare re-
eeiv^d to the Christi an doctrine 1 Ye
tehif ih hnve f M < >\ved int WAVte a stop
mf t&n the Son <itiT f m k n: shall Hit ih thk



peace anq satisfaction these contem-
plations afford line. VJ ou rememb er
how much I was overcome with si*r
perstitious fears when I was young ; I
th ank God that he has, at last , brou ght
me to a lively sense of his infinite
goodnes s to all his creatures , and
that I see it both in all his works and
in ever y page of his word .

This has mad e me much more in-
different to the wor ld , than ever* at
the same time that I enjoy it more ;
it has taug ht me to love every man ,
and to rejoice in the happ iness which
our heavenl y Fa ther intends for all
his childr en, and . qui te disper sed all
the gloomy and melan choly thoughts
whi ch arose from the apprehe nsions
of eternal misery for myself and my
friend s*

How long, or how . much God will
puni sh wicked men , he has no where
said , and therefore I cannot at all
tell ; but of this I am sure , that in
jud gmen t he will remember mercy ;
that he will not be extreme to mark
what is done amiss ; that " he chas-
tens onl y because he loves ;" that
" he will not return to destroy, " be-
cause he is God and not man , his
tender mercies are over all his work s ;
and that he is love itself.

I could almost tr anscri be the whole
Bible, and the conclusion I draw from
all this is, firs t, tha t no man can ever
be happy unle ss he is holy ; unless his
affections be tak en off from this vain
world and set upon a bette r ; un less
he love God above all thin gs, and his
nei ghbour as himself. Second ly, that
all the evils and miserie s which God
sends upon us are for no other pur pose
but to brin g U9 to himself , to the
know ledge and practice of our dut y,
and , that as soon as that is done, they
will have an end. Many men are so
foolish as t<> fight aga inst God all
th eir lives, and to die full of obstinacy
and perveraeness. However, God ys
meth od of dealin g with them in an-
othe r world is still full of mercy, at
the same time that it is severe * - He
will force the m to comply, and make
th em happy whether they \yill or no. >

In the mean time, those who are
of au humble an<J contrite heart have
nothi ng to fear , even her e : God will
conduct them throug h all the afflic-
tions which he thinks fit to lay upon
them for thjeir good, with infinite ten7
dern ess and compassion .

_ I wish these thou^ts xylay 1̂  jas
serviceable to you, ..-&s tij>ey ha ^ ^̂en
to your affec tionate brothe r, '>;¦

DAVID HAmtWt*

Jud gtt ' Ha h\ on~ Dh&enters' Marriages * 39$

J Sir , July  5, 1824.
r 11H E following extract from BI-
JL shop Burnet' s Life of Sir Mat-

thew Hale , 1682, (a book not in every-
one's hand ,) may not be unseasonable
in the presen t stage of* a political
question. It is said of this distin -
guished character , that , in tria ls for
witchcraft ', at which jhe. presid ed,. he
has coincided with the verdict of be-
sotted jurie s, who found the prisoners
guilty : and that some of these miser-
able victims were in consequence ac-
tual ly executed. That the profound
James believed in Witchcraft , is evi-
den t from his writin gs ; but one can-
not readil y conceive this of the pious
and enlightened Jud ge Hale. His
biographer , who could;no t have held
such absurd and mischievous opinions,
never glances upon the subject ; which ,
if the facts were as commonl y re-
ported , impartiality should have led
him to relate . If any of your readers
can furnish some information upon
this topic, it will be very desirabl e,
either to redeem the char acter of this
eminent person from unmerited ob-
loquy, or to exhibit the weak ness of
human nature in particular cases, in
the bri ghtest character s that have
adorned the world . The excellencies
of gre*at men should not render us
blind to their defects. " De mort iiis,
nil, nis i verumJ* : ,

" He was a devout Chri stian , a
sincere Protestan t, and a true son .of
the Church of Eng land ; moderate
toward s Dissenters, and just even to
those from whom he differed most ;
which appeare d signall y in the care h$
took of preserving the Quakers fro m
that mischief that was like to fall on
them , by declaring their marriages
void, and so bastarding their children :
but he considered marriage and suc-
cession as a r ight of nature , from
which none ought to be barred , what
mistake soever they might be under ,
in the points of revealed religion :
c^nd , therefore , in a tr ial that was
before him, when a Quaker was ¦ sued
for some debts owing by his, wife
before he married her, Wil the Qua *
ker 'a counsel pretended that it was
no marri age that had ; passed befwfefcn
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Jt Friendly  Correspondence , between
an Unitarian and a <Calvini$t*

(Continued from p« 3370
110 N.

Dear N. 8th October.
BEFORE I pro ceted to answer the

qtiiery to which I alluded at the
conclusio n of toy last cOtti ttMttfca tioii ,,
t feel it pttopet to notice a passa ge iil
Wk <tf t lifc papers wMch I tffccefyed
ttbm you this rimmin g.

With r&fe*ericfe to tke ihq tritf y in
Which we have (togagfcd i you tiib*ttw >

that *f fc#y yvfigt I will, these matt ers
ougftt to-be left implicitl y ivith Gt>d >who has pr emised to clear up every
thing, and mak e us plead gtiilty and
justif y him at the day of judgm ent/*
You then proceed to insist upon the
paramount importance of self-exami-
nation , with a view to ascertaining 1
the true state of our own spirit ual
condition. I am sorry to be obliged
so often to remind you that the ques-
tion mooted by you had ngt relati on
to my own Condition , but to certain
opinions which I hold respecting the
government of God, which opinions
it was your object to correct. I am
sure you do not mean to affirm that
our spiritual safety is to be determined
by otif creeds in speculative doctrines ,
because this would lead to the conelu*
fcion tha t all men who subscribe to
the general opinion as to the etertut y
of future punishmen t , would, simply
in consequence , and in virtue of that
subscri ption , be saved ; \vherea3 our
Lord declares that those only shall be
saved who do the will of his Father.
And an apostle has added in the same
strain that not the hearers biit the
doers of the law of Christ shall be
justified , The Apdstle Paul himself
did not consider himself absolutel y
secure , althou gh he might have all
knowledge, unless chari ty (i. e* Uni-
versal Benevolence) were superadd ed.
To close, therefore , all inquiry into a
point of doctrin e, by reite rating* the
observation that personal religion ati d
personal happiness should occupy
our chief att ention , is to evad e the
question ; and if your sole object has
been to warn tne of my sloth fulness,
land to exhort me to sobriety and
diligence, yoli Wotkld have been
spare d the Irotible of peftising, and I
<>f writin g a great deal of ^vhat has
been submitt ed to you : indeed , it is
toost pfbbdble , that I should have
merel y acknowled ged iny sense of
your kiad intentions in ad minis tering
salutar y tept -oof, frnd expressing my
hope of profiting by it. But thi s is
fcot the state of the fcase. You most
distinctl y char ge me with maintaini ng
erroneo us notions respecting the fina l
doom bf unb eliever , who uftii&p pity
constitute the grt&t hiajority of inata-
kind . I fi tid to fiittlt With yoto c*oti-
dii€t in eficleavottr jng to recla im me
from a strppoae ^l - gytw ; on the con-
trary, it ind ioatcs h concern for tot

them, becau se not soleiiiiiisfceci acqo^d-
Itig to the rules of th^ 

Ch
urch of

Ehgland ; h& dfeblar ^d th^it he 
\#&

s iidt
willing, on his 6wn bpinion , to make
their childre n b&BtaFd S, and give (qy.
gave ?) direbtidti s to the Jury to nnd
it special. It was a reflecti on 6a the
whole pfarty, that one q£ them , to
avoid an inconvenien ce he had fallen
into , thoug ht to have prese rved him*
self by a defence, that , if it had been
iallbwed in law, must hare made their
whole isSue bastard s, and incapable of
succession \ and if thife Judg ^ hiad not
been mote thei r friend, than ofofc of
thiose they to called, their jyoateiity
tad be^ri little behoMtii g to them.
B^it he governed hiitiself, indeed , by
tt ie 1 tov of trhe gospel, of * doing to
TJthefs what he would have others do
to hifh }* atid, there fore, because he
tyoiild -have thought it a hard ship not
Without crueky, if knp btigst Papist s
toll m&rria £fe$ were bulled Which had
not been ifcteate vrtth &11 the fc6remo-
tiie$ in tlit f tbmato ritutti j  so, apply-
ing thia to the <^ise of sectaries, he
thougbt all marriages made accord-
ing tti tha tievehralpersuasions of men,
otigfet to haytf their effects tti la^v."

A ^ttiajl circle 6f your readers tvbuld
be very thtrtik ful for fcomfc biographi-
cal memoil-s of i* Abbk 16 Plttvh e ;
%Vhb appears frorii his %orik s to h&ve
b^en ah uhiversal genius ; and whose
•* Spectacle de la Nature /* I have
heard eiilo^^d by fc colnpetent
jud ge, in the satii e language used
by Dr. Johnson , rfesipectiiig ^atts's
" Improv ement of the Miiid/' viz.,
as a work which should nevefr be left
out of a ration al System of education.
I do not Recollect whether, in the
English translation of the above-named
treatis e, there be ahy account of the
author. R.
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welfare whi^h deserves my gratitude.
Put the n if you bj ;q seriously intent
upon doing me this service, ' you rous t
pay the cost, that is to say, you must
be at the Rouble pf hearin g the re **
sons I ]i$ve tp offer for the opinions I
ente rtain , and then proceed to shew
th$t they are inconsistent with scrip*-
tune and With good sense* Unless you
are willing to undertak e this task , you
cannot expect to convince my judg*.
jnent , alth ough you may stop my
mouth. You have forced me to say
more than I could have wished in this
strain.

" These matters (meaning the fate
of the majori ty of mankind) ought to
be left implicitly- to God/' Who dis-
putes it ? Nat I. Sure I am that it
never once entered my mind to deny
the right of the Almighty to dispose
of his creatures according to his will
and pleasure. But it is the duty of
his creature s to ascertain , as far as in
them liesp what is his will and plea*
sure . If as he or has he not declared
it S that is the question. We both pf
us admit that he has , and that the
Bibfe conta ins tha t declar ation. Now
I ask, seeing of haw much conse-
quence it fe to every son of Adam to
know what it has pleased our Maker
to mak e known to us, is it fittin g that
you and I should be conten t to gain
our infor matio n at second-hand , or
that we should refer tp the proc lama-
tion which has been pijiblish^l in the
name of the Majejsty pf heaven, and
eaeji judge for himself? J antic ipate
your ansvy^f. I know you \yill not
per mit me to jud ge for you, and nei-
ther ought you to tak e it amiss tha t I
am not willing that you should judge
for me. It is natura l enoug h that we
should wish to compare notes , and
this is the very thing which I am en-
gaged in dpiqg, at your own desire.
Do you udmit this ? Would ypji pay
that you. demand ; aad when I prepare
to tell you what I admit, $nd what I
would say, ought you to-tu rn roun d
and tel-l-me ^Vt I -Plight **ot to con-
cern myself with such matters , but
leav<j t liejiii tq God ? But then 1 hum-
bly inquire iji my turn why you, and
those wfco think with yp*i, have not
so left (hem t Wbjr (have you pre -
sumed fco describe ff o$ fotJMre <W#-tion of unb elievers ? I wj)l ajsp an-
swer for you , because j ||'e ©ible jcajtin
ta ina numer ous d^clar ^Uojis upon the

sinbjeqt j and because |t is die duty x)f
C^yis  ̂le^er? tft pm& ̂ yvir t§e
\yU9fe epuassl m ^<o4- StUi 1 $m
Qfttitj ejl (to iA^pt  ̂ t  ̂ likfet^of
sc^chiftg th$ S<?r}p$W^s  ̂ M TtftS Be?
vems A\d, in orde r 1tha$ r ;.|fl^;;pl?i
aisur^d th^t S^ps  ̂

who 
u^derta  ̂

t^e
office of teachers have rightl y diWd ^d
the wpr4 of tru th* They pretend not
to spe^k fro ia direc t inspiratio n, but
refer to the la\y and to tlie testimony .
Hqw very plain &U tlii§ appears ; ahcf
yet what labour it costs toe to tiring
you to acki^qwledg  ̂ t;bi  ̂ fi

rst 
priti-

cipte, to recognize this letter ia the
language pf tr ^e, discussion, I grant
you most cheerfully that the invaluable
volume which you md 1 regard as of
para mount authority, does teach us
fill thin gs necessary for life and god-
liness y but this is not gll, It jpro-
fesses to give an account of the crea -
tion of the world and of the designs
of the Deity in regard jto the wijole
human race. It even coi*Wins notices
pf angelical heings. Seeing, then ,
th&t all scripture fe pppfttgLble to in-
str uction, sWU we pres ume tp ?ay to
pur feUov^-clinsti^s 

you 
m

ust 
not

r$ad tiiis, nor jud ge of th^t? nor try
to understated the mean jug of wh#t is
writte n ? fe it not s&id \>y the vvrnter
pf pn  ̂ of the most obscur e bpexks of
ihe Sacred C^npn—r*' Blessed is he
jhit reat leth, $n<l they tfet kmV %k$
wor ds of this prap iiecy, apd l$eep
Xlio3e thin gs which ^.re Wfi%tm tjji ereip,
for the tips' jis at haqdl  ̂? The pro-
phecy in many places advents, i" siib-
linie Imt pfem feinguAge, to ' tj fye fat e
of the world att ^l of those who d\yell
therein '9 ni>d I tj^fy ^ny m§in tp tea4
or hew 1% r^i*d? withpift h^vin^- liis
mii^d filled wfth a deep J ntej rest M the
awful d$s£riptiQfl3 whic|i \t afford s
of the condition of naUons , anc( pf
classes of men, apd of the whole r$ce
of men , fro m the date at whicjbi it was
%vritte p, ufitil the gre^t fjra ma cj lpses
fn the consummatio n (m4 renovation
of all things. As tQ the dispositipj i
of mind in which our inquiries into
these matters should be conducte d

^»ve should do well to follow the advice
of St. Pciteir, who says, € ( Wher Ĵpre
laying ^sidq 

^
lj utyftc?, $#A all Rl4k?

Sin^i hjrppcrbi^s, 9Jq4 enyieji, a»|f pyQ
speaking a  ̂ ^\v hof^ b t̂)e  ̂ ^esirp
the siptc^re ^lk . pf the WQrd , $j tyt $e
may grow thereby.53 I do tr ^t tifc$]L
ypu >vUl not , after ail tills u^»laijai-
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tion, oblige me again to insist not
only upon my right but upon my
duty, to hear and to understand what-
ever it has pleased the Almighty to
declare respecting his designs. Say
what you will, a duty it is, and like
all other duties, its performance is
attended with God'3 blessing. He
has challenged us to judge of the
equity of his deal ings with the chil-
dren of men ; and it is at our peril
that we refuse to exercise our best
endeavours to obtain such clear views
of the wisdom and goodness of his
conduct as may fill our minds with
love, adoration and unbounded confi-
dence. An appeal to one's own con-
sciousness, I am well aware, proves
nothing to others ; but I will never-
theless affirm that the very exercises
which you condemn as fraught with
danger, have proved unspeakably salu-
tary to my mind, and have kept me
from sinking into despair under af-
flictive dispensations of long continu-
ance. I doubt not that you too have
derived consolation from the views
you entertain : but I venture to say,
that, be the degree what it may, it
has always corresponded precisely
with the degree of your confidence in
the mercy and goodness of God.

Having thus attempted to clear
away those stumbling blocks from the
threshold of discussion which have
impeded our progress, I now proceed
to answer a question which you have
put to me more than once, though in
somewhat different words.

la your paper of October 4 th, you
say, " Our Lord Jesus Christ said
that such persons (those who sinned
against the Holy Ghost) would not
be forg iven in the world to come.
Had you been present, would you
have told them they would, and that
they would be blessed in heaven to
all eternity ?"

Again, October 5, " I cannot be-
lieve that you would tell a known
sinner against the Holy Ghost that he
would be blessed in heaven to all
eternity."

I hesitate not to answer that I
would not, feeling as I do at present ,
have said one word in contradiction
to our Lord's declaration. I believe
that the sinners to whom he directed
his discourse were not forgiven y and
yet I believe that they will , eventuall y,
be created anew, be brought to bow

to the sceptre of Christ , to swear in
his name, and be blessed to all
eternity.

A man who suffers the punishment
adjud ged for his crime is not forgiven.
The characters in question having died
without repentance and without for-
giveness, must necessarily be beaten
with whatever number of stripes the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall see
fit to inflict upon them. But still
they are God's creatures, and how-
ever they may have denied him and
his Christ, he cannot deny himself.
He has declared that he will not con-
tend for ever, nor be always wroth ,
lest the spirits should fail before him
and the souls which he has made ;
that he does not gneve willingly, nor
afflict the children of men ; and we
know that Abraham acknowledged
Dives as his child in a future state,
therefore, in the future state, as well
as now, the term children of men
will app ly to the evil and the good of
Adam's descendants. Moreover, we
are expressl y told that the work of
judgment has been committed to the
Son, and that the apostles and other
saints shall share with him in the dis-
charge of that office . Now, if there
be any thing plainl y taught in the
Scriptures, it is that God will reward
every man according to his works,
without partiality or respect of per-
sons—that there will be various de-
grees of punishment — many stripes
and few stripes, as there are various
degrees of guilt , and that Jesus Christ
died for all men , and is the propitia-
tion for the sins of the whole world ;
that, therefore, the Father hath given
all things into his hand s, and that of
all the things (tl f ortiori, all men) thus
given to him he shall lose nothing,
but raise it up at the last day.

A learned writer, whose religious
opinions are considered as orthodox ,
and who, at any rate, has not taken
my side of the question in dispute,
observes that the same method and
the same principles of in terpretation
are common both to the sacred vo-
lumes and to the productions of unin-
spired men ; and that, consequently,
the signification of words in the Bible
must be sought precisely in the same
way in which the meaning of words
ill other works usually is, or ou#ht
to be sought. That is to say, we
must firs t ascertain the notion affixed
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to a word by the persons in general
by whom the language either is now,
or formerly was spoken, and espe-
cially in the particular connexion ill
which such notion is affixed .

2diy. The meaning of a word or
phrase used by any writer, is the
meaning affixed to it by those for
whom he immediately wrote. For
there is a kind of natural compact
between those who write and those
who read, by which they are mutually
bound to use words in a certain
sense ; he, therefore, who uses such
words in a different signification, in a
manner violates that compact, and is
in danger of leading men into error,
contra ry to the design of God, " who
will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the
truth .'*

3dly. The words of an author must
not be so explained as to make them
inconsistent with his known character,
his known sentiments, his known situ-
ation, and the known circu instances
under which he wrote.

4th ly. We must not give to words
or phrases an interp retation which
clashes with any doctrine clearly re-
vealed in scripture. The sense of
words and phrases ought , therefore,
to be ascertained from those texts in
which it is clear and undoubted , from
the connexion, or fro m the nature of
the subject to which they are app lied.

These and other rules of a like
nature are applied by your people to
the inter pretation of the Sacred Wri-
tings. Neither they nor you will allow
a person to found an important doc-
trine upon a single text broken off
from the context, and construed
without a due regard to the general
tenor of scripture. Thus, when I
maintain on the auth ority of 1 Tim.
ii. 4, that < * God will have all men
to be saved, and come to the know-
ledge of the truth/ '  you search the
Bible and produce me texts which
declare that only those who believe
shall be saved ; and thence you con-
clude that since it is certain that
many, not to say the great majority
of men , die in unbelie f, they cannot
be saved ; and , consequentl y, that the
text above quoted must be so inter-
preted as to accord with the doctrine
of everlasting damnation 9 and that
the " will of God" there spoken of,
signifies a disposition of mind subject

to be changed by circumstances, and
not a fixed and determined purpose
form ed upon a deliberate review of
all the circumstances that c&n arise.
I am not now arguing th£ poiiit in
dispute between us, but only insisting
upon the right to avail myself of the
very rules which you and your people
apply to the interpretation of the
sacred text.

The words of our Saviour, as re*
corded by Mark iii. 28, are, " Verily
I say unto you, ail sins shall be for*
given unto the sons of men, and
blas phemies wherewith they blas-
pheme : but he that shall blaspheme
against the Holy Ghost hath never
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal
damnation." Matt. xii. 31, records
the sentence thus : " Wherefore, all
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be
forgiven unto men > but the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost shall not be
forgiven unto men. And whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of
man , it shall be forgiven him t but
whosoever speaketh against the Holy
Ghost , it shall not be forgiven kirrr,
neither in this world , neither in the
world to come/ ' Luke reports a
similar declaration, xii. 10: " And
whosoever shall speak a word agakist
the Son of man , it shall be forgiven
him : but unto him that blasphemeth
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not
be forgiven."

Declarations like these are, indeed,
of an awful import , and it behoves us
to be carefu l that we do not trifle
with them ; they are, moreover, cor-
roborated by a solemn passage ira the
Epist le to the Hebrews, vi., which
speaks of the impossibility of renew-
ing to repentance those who aposta-
tize after having been once enlightened
and tasted of the heavenly gift, and
been made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, and have tasted the good word
of God , and the powers of the world
to come. But even you mus t be
under the necessity of supp lying some
additional words to those of our Sa-
viour, in order to reconcile their
meanin g with that of other passages
of scripture; for, as the sentence is
given by Mark , Jesus Christ is made
to say positively that all sins shall be
forgiven unto the sons of men, with
the sole exception of blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost. Now I am
pretty sure that you will not admit
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this to have been the mind of Christ*
If you do* you exclude from salva^
tion none but blasp hemers of the
#bove ctess. Vou will undoubted ly
insert , as und erstood , the word s,
*' upon repe ntance /' or words of the
like import ; because we are expressl y
told that it is he only who repentetb .
and forsaketh his sin, that shall fipd
mercy. To say that all men repent
except they are guilty in some shap e
or other of the unpardona ble sin, is
to contradict those passages wherein
our Lord declares that some sinners
who were cut off in the midst of their
sins, such as those of the cities which
were destro yed by fire fro m heaven ,
were inore excusable , and should ex-
perien ce a more tolerable doom tha n
awai ted the inhabitants of Jerusa lem,
of Capernaum , and those of other
places who rejecte d the gospeh

9th October.
Seeing then that your people, in

order to understand this saying of
our Lord , are obliged to compare
them with othe r passages of scri p-
tur e, you cannot , with out gross in-
consistency, deny me the same lati-
tud e of jud gment.

I have alread y referred you to pas-
sages wherein it is plainly declared
that Christ died for all men ; that he
is the propitiati on for the sins of the
world ; that he gave himself a ranso m
for all, a testimon y for the properfor all, a testimon y for the pro per
time j that as in Adam all die, even
so in Chris t shall all be made alive ;
that where sin abounded grace did
superabound ; that mercy shal l rejoic e
over jud gment j that God will not be
always, wr ath , lest the Spirit should
fail before him and the souls which
he has mad e 3 that he has no pleasure
in the deat h of a sinner -> that he will
have all men to be saved, and to come
to the knowled ge of the tru th ; th&t
his ways are equal , and that we ought
to see, to unders tand, and to acknow-
ledge the equity of all his dealings,
past , present and to come, in orde r
that thus kno wing his name we may
put our trus t in him, and love him
with all our hearts and minds, and
sing praises to him with th e under -
standin g ; that , thu s knowin g the mind
of the Lord and his declar ed will to
save all men , we are bound to pray
jfor the fi nal salvation of all men, npt
with the interposi tion of qualifying

partic les, your If s and huts, but with-
out wrat h, and without doubting, a
thing quite impossible to any man
who believes tbat God will punis h
some men to all eternity. In further
confirmat ion of the revealed design of
God -to have merc y upon all men , we
are told * m the dispensatio n of the ful-
ness of times he will gather together
in one all th ings in Christ , both which
are in heaven , and which are on earth ,
even in him ; that Christ is the head
of every man ; and that as we have all
borne the image of the earth y we
shall also bear the image of the hea-
venl y, inasmuch as having made peace
by the blood of his cross he will re-
concile all thin gs to himself ; and
having been lifted up from the earth
will dra w all men unto him ; that the
whole creation shall be delivere d from
the bonda ge of corruption into the
glorious libert y of the children of
God ; that the tabernacle of God shall
be with men, and he will dwell amon g
them , and wipe away the tears from
all faces, and that there shal l be no
more pain, nor sighing , nor any more
death , but all thin gs shall be create d
anew , and every creatur e which is in
heaven , and on the earth , and under
the earth , and in the sea, shall unite
in ascribing blessing and honour , and
glory and power , unto him th at sitteth
upon the thron e and unto the Lam b.

Are these war ds of my invention ?
Are they not those of men moved by
the Holy Spirit ? And shall you pre-
sume to prohibit rne from listening
to them—fr om meditatin g upon them ,
with a view to comprehe nd their full
force and import— -fro m drawin g con-
solation from such exceeding great
and glorious mani festations of the
unbounded mer cy and goodness of our
heavenl y Fat her ? You may prohibit ,
but the pro hibi tion comes too late .
The passages in questio n have been
recited from memor y, wher e, I trust ,
they are inde libl y fixed. Can you
think by your feeble voice to drown
the word s of God ; or to scare me
from listening to his gracious declar a-
tions ? He has made it my bou ftdeu
duty to think and care for the con-
ditio n of my fellow-^reat ures, to J dvp
them as myself ; and I can do mor e
divest myself of such thoug hts, a»d
care s, and anxieties, and deep-seated
concern for their fate> *ind ardent as-
pirat ions for their happiness, than I
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can cease to breath e the sweet air ot
heaven of to behold the pleasan t light
of the sun. Is it indeed come to this ,
that I mus t not exercise the faculties
which it has pleased God to give me
without dra wing down the censure of
a fellow-worm ! Let Grod be true ,
and every one who gainsays him be
deemed a liar. While you are so lib-
era l of your rebuke to me, take heed
lest you be found to harden your
heart , and to shu t your eyes against
plain and repeatedl y re vealed truths.
You have cal led upon me to reconcile
passages of scripture to my creed. I
now, in my turn , call upon you to tell
me the tru e meanin g of the texts
above-re ferr ed to.

If I have in any of my communi -
cations expressed myself in a sty le
unsuited to the subject , I am sorr y
for it , and will endeavo ur to avoid
falling into the same error. You
must not , liowever r suppose that when
I point out the necessar y consequences
of the opinions which I am opposing,
my reverenc e for tny Maker is weak-
ened by the mention of those conse-
quences ; far from it. I turn with
unspeak able pleasure fro m the gloomy
portrait which false creeds have paint -
ed, to those lovely traits wiiich the
Scri ptures con tain. Seeing, then , that
we ar e encompas sed with such a bright
cloud of witnesses to the goodness
and mercy of God , we must not on
any account so interp re t any passage
of scripture as to make that goodness
and mercy of none effect ; and , there -
fore , I hesitat e not for an instant to
say that the word s relating to the sin
against the Holy Ghost , do not intend
that such sinners shall never experi -
ence renewing grac e, thou gh they will
undou bted ly eat the bitt er fruit of
their doings.

I need not tell you that the word
which has been trans lated vvorld , is age.
" Neither in thi s age nor in the
coming age/' In one of the Epistles
it is said that the ends of the worl d
had come upon the Christians of that
day. The' passage should have been
rend ered , " in wEotn the ends of the
ages have met ;*' that is to say, the
Apostle wrote at a time when the
Mosaical age or dispensation Was
about to close, which it did at the
destr uction of the Templfc by the Ro-
mans ; and & new age or dispensation ,
that of the iSoapfcl , wfcs about to toe

established in its place* The oefc&sibti
bf our Lord 's declaration respecting
the sin again st the Holy Ghdst > was
the circumsta nce of the Scrlfees aad
Pharisees having ascribed his miracles
to the agency of Beelzebub. In so
doing they resisted the stro ngest GvU
deuce which it had pleased God at any
perio d of ti me to give to mankind of
the truth of a divine revelation ; and ,
there fore , as nothin g more rem ained
to be done for the conviction of those
perverse and stu pid sinners , our Lord
told the m that they would die iii their
sins, and consequentl y obtai n no par -
don for them*in that age. I incline
to think tha t the meanin g of the wor ds,
iC nor in that which is to come,* is,
that pers ons thus attrib utin g miracti -*
Ions powers to satan ical agency either
before or after the term ination of the
Mosaical age, could not , fr om th&
very circumsta nce of their withstand -
ing such a display of the Divine in*
terposition , be converted and be heal*
ed ; but if the meanin g be that those
very person s to whom our Lord ad-
dressed himself would not obtai n for-
giveness either in this life or during
the continuan ce of the age which
would terminat e with the second ad-
vent of Chris t , it does not follow that
they shall not obtai n mercy under his
mediatorial govern ment . Duri ng the
per iod of his reign he will administer
re wards and punishments to mankind 5sail of whom, without a single excep-
tion , have been purchased by his
blood . He is the second Adam, the
Lord from heaven : all thin gs are given
to him ; but we see not yet all things
subjected to him : when, howeve r,
every knee shall be made to bow to
him , obd every tongue to confes s that
he is Lo*d to the glory of God the
Father— *then we arfc expr essly told
that he Shall deliver up the kingdom
to God, feven the Father , that God
may be all in all. May that blessed
period speedily arrive !

The case of these sinners seems to
be analo gous to that of those servants
that did not accept of freedom at the
sabbatieal yeur. Such servant was to
remain in servitud e until thfe jubilee ,
when lie was to go fort h, tiotwit h-
standi og his former rejection of free-
dom. The reason given is, because
the childr en of Israel , whether bond
br free, "were the Lbrcrs servants , nnd
there fore mus t know a tinre of libert y,
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let them sell thettisel ves away how far
soever ; and so the land mus t not be
sold for ever—for the land is mine,
saith the Lord , and ye are strangers
and sojourners with me ; yet this ser-
vitude to the year of jubilee is called
a servin g f or  ever. If God should
suffer sin ever to embondage man ,
how can it be trul y said that grace has
superabounded over sin ? I f cannot ,
mus t not be: Ch ris t shad not be proved
to be weaker than Adam, nor incapa -
ble to destroy the work s of the devil.
He has said , O death , I will be thy
destruction , repentance shaljMb e hid
from mine eyes ; he will destroy him
who has the power iof death , and
swallow up deat h in victory. Now,
how can death be otherwise destroyed
than by the prevalenc e of life ?

While I admit with you the evil of
sin , as the cause of all the misery
which men have suffered or may suf-
fer, I cannot go th e length of deifying-
it as you do, by attributing infinity to
it. When you term it an infinite evil,
do you mean to affir m that each indi-
vidual sin is infinite , or that this is
only true of sin in the aggregate ?
Sin cannot be infinit e either in extent
or in duration —because the Almighty
has declared , th at in certai n cases it
shall be blott ed out—it must , there -
fore , in these cases, cease t o exist
where it form erl y existed . Neither
immensit y nor eternit y can be ascrib ed
to sin, unless it be committ ed by
an infinite Being ; but ther e is only-
one infinite Being, that is God. The
idea of the infinite evil of sin , come
whence it may, is not derived fro m
Scri pture . Be" the extent of the evil
what it may, Christ has und ertaken
to exterminate it ; and I believe, with
all my heart , that he will succeed
in accomp lishing the work which he
has thus engaged to perform .

The solemn denunciation pronou n-
ced by our Lor d against the great
trans gression has weighed heavil y upon
the minds of man y humble , pious
Christians of timid dispositions ; and
some ministers , even of your sect,
have written to pro ve that it could
only be commit ted by those who wit-
nessed the mira cles of Christ , and ,
perha ps, those of his apostles.

There is one very material point
upon which I wish to make myself
dis tinctl y unders tood , nam ely, as to
the ground upon which all men are

to be finall y restored to holiness and
hap piness. You appear to suppose
that I expect this grand consumma -
tion to be broug ht about by the direc t
exercise of the Divine benevolenc e,
indep enden tly of the mediation of
Jesus Christ. This , however, is far
from my thoug hts ; for I believe that
there is no name nor authority under
heaven , whereby the salvation of men
can be effected , but that of Jesus. I
have alread y said that all thing s have
been committed by the Father into
his hand ; that rewards and punish -
ments will be administered by him ,
and so administered as to put down
all authority and powe r that opposes
itself to his ri ghteous government ;
and that this grea t work will be car -
ried on until every knee shal l bow,
and every tongue confess that he is
Lord to the glory of God the Father .
We are expressl y told , that for this
cause Chris t both died and rose and
revived , that he might be Lor d bot h
of the dead and of the living. It is
d uring his mediatorial king dom that
he will adjudge rewards and punish -
ments , both of which will end at that
glorious per iod when he shall hav e
delivered up the king dom to the Fa-
ther , that God may be all in all. Such
a notion as this could not have entered
our poor contracted minds , un less i t
had been revealed ; but being revealed
it appears worth y of God , and a fit
issue of that grand scheme of love
which was founded on the death of
Christ. One of your own peop le,
under livel y impressions of the love of:
God, and of the power of Chri stianity,
has said that he wil l mak e its blessings
flow, far as the curse is found .

c< Wher efore , if men assign a less
purchase to Chri st' s death , whe n he
died for all, as the Scri pture affirms ,
than , the J ustification of life , as the
Apostle calls it , Rom. v. 18, they
wrong and injure the blood of Christ ,
and set too low a value upon it. It
is not the brin ging men upon a new
probation and tri al , or making them
simp ly sa veahle thro ugh the better use
6f their free -will thaii Adam mad e of
it; and the purchasin g of means and
space and opportunit y, as some would
have it, that can be deemed , in any
righteous jud gment , a valua ble consi-
deration for Chris t's blood ; these
might have been ob tain ed at a cheaper
ra te ; it is no less tha n the actual
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saving q£ those pers ons, eve*  ̂QRQ <*£
them , for whom Christ died , that can
compensate , 30 great a g>rice as the
blood of Christ/'

You wi|l say, why then are npeft
damned ? I answer , for not believing?
and obeying the gospel. Ypt as their
unbel ief cann ot m$ke the faith of God
of no effect, sp their punis hment ,
whate ver may tie its degre e or dera -
tion, cannot extinguish the right and
claim o«f Christ' s blood for thpir delir
ver ^nce j thi& rj ev4jr loses its vir tue
nor can be satisfied, bat cries til} all
for vvhpiji it w^« shed he delivered*
And it w^s shed for tli§ worst, tb&
veriest backslide rs, el§e how can such
persons be changed wj lh coiuitjng the
blood of t  ̂ covenant , whereby tfcey
ifrere sanctified, a$n unlxoly thing ?-~
Heb , x. 29.

Whatever you may think of tb$
matter , anij hp\fever you may charge
me with presumption * in pry ipg^int^
*' the thin gs that are rev£a}ed>" (and
haif else cpuld I have guessed at
them ?) I am not in the slightest ele-
gise appre hensive, thai; tt *e righteou s
J udge of ^11 the ear th will re wave
me for entertai ning too high an opi-
nion of his loving-rkindness a»nd tender
mercy, seeing that I am repeatedl y
called upon by the Psa lmist to admire
them as they are every where, and in
all ages ,, manifested in God' s dealin gs
with and designs toward s the childr en,
of man/ and am expressl y told that
his tender *nej?cies are over all Jtri s
woi;ksL You cannot expunge that de-
light ful text, nor cut away this rock
from under iny feet.

If yoij . have reason to be assured
that you will have a par t in the first
resurr ection, and , under that convic-
tion, deem it no concern of yours to
inquire into tjhe fate of your fellow-
creatures , be it so. I repeat , th^t ,
being far from confident as to nay own
election and final pre servation , I can-
not avoid feeling a deep intere st in
ascertai ning the declared mind and
will of the Almight y, in respect to the
tinal disposal of the whole huni aji
rac e.

I could a4d much, very much, to
what I J iave already stated upon this
most important qf all subj ects ? but I
dou,bt wheth er tftie discussion will be
of any other iise than the discoverin g
to you $he st^te 

of 
i**y miml. I shall,

ther efore , nqw clpse ra y apology.

Whe  ̂ I Qbservetd tha* tie dt3cussiou
oriiriaated witfe y&n, i 4id ngti ?Jlud Q
tp what passed iQ couver ^atian, but tq
the queries co»(;&in$d m yb W&motm*
As thesq yeq^ir^dl^n^^Qr  ̂I iiljtHay*
of cU bom& to mslgn  ̂ t^mom f m  tbfe
hope thut is in ms.¦; if I have failed io,
doing this nxtk we^M^e m& Am ve-
spect tQ yioui\ fi^lin^v I ^fe yowr g
par dqn^

I do ltope aud tois* tl^t ii  ̂ m%
fetur e c^Mj^mpiSation  ̂tha$ oaay pa^$>
between g$« £w& wi^jch, in so fac a^la m cpni^eiijf  ̂m^t ben^forth he
very hrmf o w& slmlt bfr enablei m to
conduct tfoem. ^.s notk to s&iftt the heat
fpopa qm' hear Jte t0. oui2 he^ds. Loud
talking and violent wierds seldom
oainisteir gra.ee to t£m- hearer. 1 re-
peat an observatia n yMcto -wa» made
in substance , <tt 9fi early stage of onr
corr esponden ce—that wiriohejver of $&
ahall fir$t obtain the joy and peace
whicl̂  e^ccompaay tr ue; feith , will be
able to afford such unequivocal evir-
dence of the possession of these Cluia-
tia: n graces, as sb^li car ry convietion
with i t ; an4 auj'e I ata » Aat VKhenev ec
the darkness and heaviuess v^hich you
have for so many y^atr a experien ced
sliall be digsipated atKl removed, Cwhich
I hope and ti:u51 they ̂ ill be,) I sh%B
deriv e new pleasure from intercourse
vyith you.

Youus affectioa atel y, I*
£To be Goatinued.}

Mr *, he Gtic&U, Thmghte m ̂ %i^€ $<msf a&wm> 40$

Thoug hts on Religious Consistency *
(Extract ed from a pamphlet writt en by

the Rev . O. V. Le Grice , addresse d to
a Friead to Inquiry. 1

As therefore on our par t tp hea r Mass
were an open departure from , that sin-
cere profession wherein we stand , so if
they on the other side receive our Com-
munion, they give us the strongest pledg e
of f idelity that men can demand.

HOOKBR.
« f~j r ^Q say that Unitarians may be

JL members of our Church seems;
a stra nge assertion ; but to add that
they may be consistent members , ex-
cites astonishment , which I har dly
know how to express . As it is not
the firs t time that I have heard the
assertion , I will give you an extract
fro m a letter which I wrote to a neigh-
bour ,* who eptertakis the same sen-
timents.

* >j r Rp$e Prise,
vol. xix. 3 f



" ' How can you reconcile it to
yourself , to continue in the bosom . of
that Church , whose doctrines you
impugn ? Hooper and Ridley might
with the same consistency have con-
tinued in the Churc h of Rome. What
need of Catholic emanci pat ion? What
need of the repea l of any test , if all
men could adopt your princip les ?
The Sacrament is a test (whether
properl y or not is another questi on)
of a man ^s faith and pri nciples. If
you can attend the Church as a mem-
ber of the Churc h, teach your children
to kneel and pray in language which
you yourself condemn, and satisfy
yourself that you take the Sacrament ,
and do all these things with a differen t
an imus from that in which all who
kneel with you partici pate , and fro m
t hat with which the priest administers
it :—what can you say to the man
who may justif y perjur y by saying
that he kissed the book , and said , ' So
help me God/ with a mental reserva -
tion different from the sense in which
the court thought he did this act , and
spoke these word s ? The shrewdness
of vulgar minds is quick ; tak e care :
how many, who cannot read Evanson ,
may read this living comment on him.
Far be it from me to allege that you
ever reflected on these consequences ;
but let me awaken you to the m : if
your princi ples or your conduct (ob-
serve I do not mean to say that you
are aware of it) were to be imitated
in all the collateral effects of it , all
the lies that bind society would be
broken ; the Catholi c and the Protes -
tant might all mingle together with
unity on thei r lips , and hatred in their
hearts -9 and no outward accordance
would be any guarantee of sincerity
and union . We oppose the Dissenter ,
but we respect his integrit y, and he
respects ours : but if such a syste m
were to pre vail , we should trust no
one, and respect no one.

< c ' In arming your child re n against
infideli ty, ought not the firs t step to
be to lay the foundation in sincerity ?
Does your reason teach you to reverse
the order of things , to bring your
children to Church , and to sow that
which at a future period you inte nd
frith your own hand to root out ? Are
you not acting in direct opposition to
the law of nature , which teaches , t hat
earliest impressions are the strong est ?
Are you not acting in direct opposi-

tion to the positive command of God,
who * establish ed a testimony with
Jacob , and appointed a law in Isra el,
which he command ed the fathers that
they should mak e them known to
their children *' F The poor Jew tells
you , that if you could convince him
he is wrong, and that our faith is tr ue,
he would immediatel y teach it to his
children. Tak e a poor litt le Jew boy
of six or seven years old -, offer him
any forbidden meat ; tempt him in
any way, and see with what firmness
the child will resist : Why ? Becaus e
he has been earl y taught what his
pa rent deems right or wron g. Fas
est et ab hoste doceri.f( € At what precise age, after what
qua ntum of instruction , at what pre -
cise period is the awfu l discovery to
be made ; (O ! most awful ! what
each child feels you will never know, :
they may reveal it to some bosom
friend in futur e life ; but you as a
paren t can never be told it y) the
awfu l discover y, that you were leading
them in infancy to a wor ship—to
prayer s, in which you did not sympa-
thize , in which your silent acquies -
cence (for I suppose you speak not ,
thoug h you stand or kneel) was to
them a deception ? Arm them against
Infidelity ! By all th e laws of nature
and of experience you prepare them
for it. You disa rm them : you rob
zeal of its best weapon ^—sincerity :
you remove the foundat ion, or rather
lay it on a shifting soil, and say that
the building will be firmer. How can
they be expected to be sincere in a
cause , in which you teach them that
to dissemble is no cr ime ? It is with
the heart that man believeth un to
ri ghteousness , and all the firs t impres-
sions of the heart you will tear away .
At what precise time is the awfu l dis-
covery to be mad e to th em, that those
clergymen , you r neighbours , whom
they have seen treat ed with respe ct ,
are all very ignorant , or ver y dishone st?
When is the discover y to be made
that tho se men , the clergy, who are
connected with ail our nobility and
gentr y from infancy to manhood , form-
ing an indissoluble tie , and giving a
tone to all the feelings which libera l-
ize society, are either knowing ly or
unknowin gly impostors ? With th is
discovery what sentimen ts will rus h
in throug h the breach that may be
made , you can n^v£r know. Their
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reason will begin to work free from
all the prejudices of the heart , and
they will be free to think , and free to
dissemble what they th ink ; for th is
one lesson thiey will have been taug ht
effectuall y- Their reason may suggest
to them , that if what they were suf-
fered to think was true , is not so5 that
other points may be false also. Per -
hap s you will confer that as a blessing
on them , which you regarded as a
blessing conferred on you, and give
them Evanson as a guide : he will
teach them that the Sabbath ought to
be abolished : where will they stop ?
You might as well say to the rollin g
stone , So far shalt thou go and no
farther , as say to the thus unsettled
mind—Here thou shalt pause /

" I do not know that I can add any
thin g to these remar ks. You say that
a U nitarian is not of necessity a Dis-
senter : then is langua ge of no use as
a symbol of our ideas. The Inde pen-
dent , the Presb yterian acknowled ges
himself a Dissenter , and yet the Inde -
pendent and the Presb yterian could
join in a greater part of our service,
nay, (I believe,) in the spirit , if not
the form of all of it; and shall the
Humanitarian deny himself to be a
Dissente r ?—The Protestant might
with equfcl , nay, with more jus tice,
say that he is not a Dissenter from
the Church of Rome ,—I need not
tre at such an assertion seriousl y.

*' You say that a pro fession of
* tho tfe doctrine s which are common
to all Christians , admits to our com-
munion .3 I will not ask what these
doctrines are , but most certainl y they
are not those of the Uni tarian. You
say that the symbol called the Apos-
tles * Creed admits to Baptism , Con-
fir matio n and Communion. This is
not correct ; but I need not enlarge
upon this poin t ; for the Apostles '
Cr eed is not that of the Unitarian .
One of its chief articles he does not
adm it.€i If a Unitarian (or Humanist mor e
pr operl y) is not a Dissenter , as you
asser t , but a consistent member of
the Chu rch , then have all the scrup les
of conscience which keep the various
secta rian s fro m intermingli ng in com-
mun ion been idle and vain ; then are
those feelings of conscience which se-
par ate tfye Protestan t and the Roman
Cat holic, ridicu lous ; then have all
the common princi ples of integrity,

which have brought numbe rs , even of
your sect, ' to resign tie greatest
eathl y advan tages, and to wear the
crown of mart yrdom 5 vXyour otort i
words) been absurd , mid deserv ing
contempt rather than honour ; then
does conscience cease to be a guide ;
truth to be any thin g more than a
name j and language and actions , as
tests of what a man is, to be of any
use. In the moral and religious world
chaos is come again . It is your opi-
nion c that the doctrine of the real
presence in the sacramental elements
does not appear to present greate r
difficulties than that of the real deity
of one who was confessedl y a man ;'
and yet you call the Unitarian a con-
sistent member of our Churc h, of
whose Communion Service the Nicene
Creed is a part . He may be, by your
own shewing, equall y a consisten t
member of the Church of Rome, and
may, according to another prin ciple
of yours , if he live in a Catholic
country , where tithes are paid , .  and if
he possesses landed propert y, con-
scientiousl y cla im her services. No-
thin g can to my mind prese nt a more
hetero geneous mass of princi ples and
ideas.

*€ Far be it from me not to listen
to you r plea for candour toward s Uni-
tarians. I hope that I have used no
expression which i3 inconsistent with
candour ; but I am bound to exhibit
what I deem their error s, and your
peculiar inconsistencies . Whea you
assert that the Unita rian is ' not of ne-
cessity a Dissenter from our Church ,*
can candour expect me to use a milder
term of such a sentiment than to say
that it is absurd ? What would you
say of a medical man, who called
himself not a Dissenter from the Col-
lege of Physicians , while he denied
that medicine was useful in disease,
or that the blood circu lated ? And
would you expect to be admitted into
consultation , while avowing * these pri n-
ciples ?

" The Unitari an (whether I inter -
pret his meaning of the divinity of
Chri st rightl y or not) disbelieves what
our Church means by that term , and
this he cannot deny ; and accord ing
to the meaning which is commonl y
attached to words , he is aot *. injuri-
ously accused* if he is styled a Dis-
senter from our Church -

" Religious consisten cy connected

Mr. Le Gr ice's Thoughts oh Religious Consistency. 403



Dr . */. Ppe Smith in Reply to Pro-
fe ssor Ckeneviere y on the la te The-
ological Controvers ies at Geneva*

(Continued ta p. 324.)
Hdmerton,

StR, July 10, 1824,

I 
ASK p^rMission to continue my
retoark^ dn 'M. eberierifere's Sum-

ititfiy of'the Ifhetflogic&l Controversies
&r Geneva. For the feake of order I
keep the series of numerals from the
last Ntiniber of tHfe Repository.

III. It is ntft  \t little remarkable
thstt M. C, who Is a limn of sense
and a man of the wdrld, should make
so piteoiis in outcry, because the re-
ligibus public ]has tak<*h upon itself
to express its oprmtin concerning the
doctrines and ehaj r&icter 6/ the Gene-
vese cter>gy. *Do?s he re quire to be
informed |h^t public frien , and espe-
cially public bodies, necessaril y ar e,¦arid ought to be, always exposed to
the ob^ervatibn and Animadver sion 6f
all ardti iid the ib ?

In tliat ddiidly sle6p of indiffe rence
arid infidelity Wliich had prevailed at
Geneva for two or thre e generatio ns,

? If there appear some wan t of con-
nexion, it must be att ribute d to the ex-
tract s beujg of those passage s only which
*ef6r to BeMgious Consisten cy. When
tfte vtord <* Humrinfet " is used, it is not
Intended distespefctftrtl y, but to distin-
guish the Unitarian who helieVes only in
the rea r and proper humanity of Jesus
Christ. Terms should be defined . The
Friend i to Inq uiry ̂ defends " the Unita-
rian doct rine /' and yet believes in the
miraculous conception.

and had scarce ly ' ever ffeft a disturb -
ance till the ^reseat -flay, it was no
wonder that the professional teachers
of religion* like x^ertahi pastors of an-
tiquity, (see Isa. Ivi. If*—12y) were
" sleeping, lyieg^ down , and loving to
slumber :" and that all around tlieiii
were e^uaHy quiet and " dumb ,"
Truth , honour and relig-ion love the
open day. It is only he " that doeth
evil, that hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds
should be discovered. " If the intern
clergy of the Republ ic think tha t they
hatfe kept p^ce with the:improveme nts
of the age, in religio n as well as in
science and letters , that they have
vanquished dotard prej udices, and ex-
ploded old errors , atid that they pos-
sess the nodn -day brightn ess of Chris-
tian truth , whose twilight only lighted
upon their fathers ;—why have they
been so backward to cooamErtticate
their blessedness ? Genuine Tehgious
knowledge inspires with a sense of its
own value, and is associate d with holy
benevolen ce and Zeal. But what have
these childre n of improvement ever
done for the reli gious benefit of the
dark and miserable district s which lie
at their gates ; for Savoy, Piedmo nt
and Le Valais ; the last of which,
thoug h an independen t Repub lic, is
scarce ly above the level of Spain and
Portuga l ? Even since >the restorat ion
of the barbarous and idiot govern meat
of the King of Sardin ia, the 'Christ ian
piety and pity of those whom M. Chfc-
nevifere endeavours to hold up to scorn
and cjoritempt , have found means to
scatte r some seeds of the bread of life
in those rinfc&ppy Regions now pro s-
trate under the talons of besot ted
superstition and blind ' tyran ny. Biit
duri ng the sixteen yefttfs of golden
opportunity, ivhile Savoy and Pied-
mont were ann exed to 'France , what
did the liberal and enlightened clergy
of Geneva devise or attem pt to dif-
fuse the gospel , according ^ 

to thei r
views of it , among-?th e inhabitan ts of
throse lovel y valleys ? On the last
day of 1814, a -Bible Society was
formed at Geneva : tmt IVL C. ̂ mufet
bear with ipe while I bluntl y remind
him that , %o long as it was unde r a
mana gement ' which he p erfectly  un-
derstands , it was little , if at all, bette r
than a blind to 'the public , a cover-
ing for doing : nothing, a " rough
garment worne to ^deceive.̂ —^ Aad
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with opimohs is wtot I chiefly wish to i
refer s to; i^nd here ydtfr professicais [ \
Tseaem to me most cteiigjeroras . If re-
ligioirs " eotamiunikm tie Dot a te&t of ¦<
reJig teas utoity of semSment ; th ^n mugt
action cease to be rts *htd&& nas ati inh-
terpre t©r bf conscience : then has all
tha t 'ha s been said and done -and suf-
fered for 'conscience and religion*s
sark e be^n folly; then were our Re-
formers madmen ; and the crowns of
mart yrs fit objects of  ̂ wise man*s
scorn . Sach sentiment as yotirs are
founded on what is called libera lity,
*and liberal ity le^ds to indifference ,
ctod inrii fferenee is the vice of the
age, which m^̂ t ?and wil

l 1 
ead 

to infi-
deMty.*



now, that a
^

handful of intelligent ,
pious and-active men hare endeavoure d
(and , blessed be God I with some suc-
cess) to revive in thei r fellow-JPrtftes -
tants the feelings .and practi ce ?of vital
religion, though their proceedi ngs have
been marked with candour , hones ty
and meekness, th ose wort hy persons
are overwhel med with reproachf ul ae-
cusations. But so it always has been.
So., it was at the time of the Reforma -
tion. So it was in the infancy of
Chris tianity. " If ye were of the
world , the world would love its own;:
but , because ye are not of the worl d,
but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefor e the worid hateth
you/*

EV. M. C* and Ms party are conti-
nual ly representin g the volunta ry and
the invoiun&u -y separatists from the
Genevese Church 42stab ltehment, as
rest less* turbul ent, and violators of
the public peuGe. X have good reason
for believing *hart -these representa -
tions ar e perfectly mntru e ; andl !4hat
they res t upon no foundati ons but the
fact of these persons having: read ,
though t and acted for themselves in
matte rs of religion ; their having
frankl y .pro fessed ^vhat they > believe to
be tlie doctrine s of the Scriptures ;
and their having, <as * a neaessary and
inevita ble €onseqn ene^9 ^e\srt6. their
persuasion that the opposite ropinions
ar e unscri ptural and false. But may
they not have expressed their persua -
sion in terms hars h, , rude , or in some
way unbecomi ng  ̂ To this question
I do not pretend that I can re turn a
full reply: but ,I hare two ^ or thr ee
reas ons for thinkin g that the most
exemplary moderation and r mildness
have been observed by the object s of
M. C/s  vituperatio n ; or, {at least,
that , if aijy tmnp gresf m n  of Christian
meekness has * been eora mittekJ , it-has
been either t>y some ) per son of no
importanc e, or it has been textremeiy
minute and inconsiderable.

1. * My f pers onal knowled ge of M.
Mal an , M. Cluers, tmd the late M.
Goiithaer, is to/ine ̂ o slight ground of
pres uinptio n that ^not one v of them
would ,have been iguilty ofy my lan-
guage or sjyle of procee ding unworth y
of the cha.i?ac^r; of, a scholar ,, ?a, gen^f tle«iany^or a Christ ian .

?2 , Had tiny ^ich indecoruni 01' iia-
l pnad eij^e -been ̂ faiily ehiutgeahlc upon
< &W ~ of i f a e  i p &r&ons-who ihave ^bcen

mstruioe^ta l in pcoducang" ii9i*t I be-
lieve to have been a revival of ficmp-
tural reli^on, I think iti TOa i^y jeec-
tai n that some judicia l or «xtra-j udicia l
proceedi ngs would have j begm >inafi-
tuted, aiid the facts put upon record.
Of the coinmenoement and progress
of the recession from the Established
Ghardli , the (Jo^ernmeB ^; of Geneva
has been a most /vigilant and jealous
observe r. It exemaed Sts pow®r ?tff
nummary 'tKspulaion 4rom the Caut on^upon Mr. HaWaoe and }M. M^janeJ ,
rfchey being foreigners , witkout -aity
allegation of the slightest misbeha -
viour  ̂ but solely because of fchek io-
^strumentaiity in reviving attention to
serious piety. Had the smalles t fair
pretext existed for«ehai îmg :fhe ob-
noxious party with unbecomi ng lan-
guage or behaviour , I -have no daub t
that the *inost would have ibeen rmade
of it to their disad vantage . But I am
well persuad ed that nothin g of ^ the
kind lias occurred .

3. On December 21, 1819, M.?M a-
lan presented a petit ion to the (Coun cil
of State , soliciting, " not an unheard -
of? favour , hut a long-established ri ght ,
-^a churc h in the city :—as gra nted
to the German Luthera n, the Germmi
-Reforme d, and the Anghcan ^—coni-
munities . This document as too doDg
for insertion , or it would (in my hum-
ble opinion) convey to every candid
mind a stron g impressio n of the frank

-integrity and unimpeachabl y< decorous
f conduc t of i the memorialist. Tiie
Gojancil did not dispute any of tae
allegation s of the petition , but cIM
that which, in our legislature , is called
passing to the order of the day. I
extract the following passages.

«f Anonymous pamp hlets were
firs t employed, v to represen t «s to the
people in the . most odious colours .
Although the author tif these publi-
cations affected an air of liberal ity, he
didi not scruple to descend to persona l
ridicule , to throw out insinua tions
against our ^private char acters , and , to
condean ji our opinions „ without know-
in^ them . Article s issuing i from the

i sana e ̂  obscurity were inserted i in the
most widclvi-circttlated i jou rnals : our
names; till then concealed , were openly
ident ified \t r ith those \V.hom public in-
di^nation has rbramled with wStimy;

<>aaoid thus, ;in our own t mity3 in ithte
; midst <©f Jbhose ^ very person s (®r\ whom
we .ceafiic^ not > to i imfdore i tine mercies
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of the Most High, we Hav e become,
and we still contiriue , objects of deri -
sion, aversion and reproach. If, in-
deedj we were called upon to suffer
for offences against our superiors ,
our laws, or our civil obligations , we
should have reason to humble our -
selves before God, and to acknow -
ledge the justic e of the hatr ed which
pursues us. But what reproach can
be deserved ly cast upon us3 in these
respects ? When have we failed in
the duty of respectfu l and faithfu l
submission to the authority of 'your
lordships ? Wherein is our demeanour
as citizens more open to reproach ?
To whom have we done wrong ; or
wliom have we led astray ? Have we
shrunk from bearin g our share of the
pub lic burdens ; or have We disturbed
the peace, or violated good order in
any respect wh atever ?"

To these protestations of M. Malan
I beg leave to add a passage from a
pamphlet which the voluntar y Dis-
senters fro m the Church of Geneva
were obliged to pub lish in their own
defence.« — What then are we reproached
with ? With being the cause of va-
rious troubles which have agitated
the whol e city, and particularl y a
considerable number of families . We
are , indeed , the occas ion, the p retext,
of these troubles : but we are not
their cause. The persons to whom
this reproach might rightfull y be ad-
dressed are those who , wishin g to
assume over the conscience of their
fellow-men a right which does not
belong to them , and seeking to com-
pel others to conform to thei r rule ,
employ for this pur pose the combined
forces of violence and intr igue." (Ad-
dress of the Membe rs of the Church
lately fo rmed at Geneva, to those of
their Fellow-Citizens who have taken
part , directly or indirectly,  in the
Acts of Violence which hav e been
perpetra ted upon them. 1818. Pp.
5, 6.) These acts consisted of per -
sonal assaults , attack s upon habita -
tions , pursuits with outrag e and in-
sult in the streets , interruptions of
public worshi p, and such outcries as
Down with Jesus Christ ! Down with
the Moravians 1 To death ! To the
la mp-post ! In consequence of these
horri d tumults , the peaceable victims
were obliged, for a season , to desist
from solemnizin g publ ic worshi p.

These are my reasons for disbe-
lieving the accusati on of tur bulence
and proceedings inimical to the good
order and peace of society. In fact ,
this is the very char ge which was
bro ught against Jesus and his disci-
ples ; and has been always reiterat ed
against all opponents of evi l and re-
formers of corru ptions , against the
best men in all ages. " There be,''
says our incomparable Milton , €€  who
perpetuall y complain of schisms and
sects, and make it such a calamity
that any man dissents from their max-
ims. >Tis their own pride and igno-
rance which causes the disturbin g,
who neither will hear with meekn ess
nor can convince ; yet all must be
suppressed which is not found in
their Syntagma." ( Areopagitha,
Archdeacon Blackburne's ed. pr 332.)

V, M ? Cheneviere more than once
affirms tha t money has been emp loyed
to mak e or bribe converts from the
Established Church of Geneva. (Pp.
1, 4, 65, 130, of this Volume.) He
represents those whom he is pleased
to call " itinerant commissione rs , men,
women, girl s, — well attired , loaded
with guin eas," going* about *€ to la-
bour for the salvation of others :" and ,
concerning M. Malan , he asserts ttat
" the gates of fortune have been
opened before him."

It would be too painful far me to
write the proper designation of these
statements. 1 appeal to you, Sir ;
I appeal to every man who is not the
slave of bigotry or the dupe of most
pitiable cred ulity, whether these alle-
gat ions can be believed. It is, indeed ,
true , that the calumniated Christ ians
of Geneva (scarcel y any of whom can
obtain , by the hardest exerti on, more
than a bare and poor livelihood for
themselv es and their families) have ,
accordin g to their feeble means , both
contributed to the temporal relief of
some of their poore r neighbours , and
aided the circulation of the Scri ptures
and other work s of the noblest benefi-
cence. " Their deep poverty hath
abounded unto the riches of their
liberalit y :" and he who blessed the
poor widow's mite has unquest iona-
bly accepted their offerings. It is,
also , very probable that some of the
pious travellers who are honoure d
with M. C/s generous not ice, have
readil y contrib uted to the relief bt
any casual diptres g which they might
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find in his city and canton : and /
tahe upon me to tel l him that the
poor -boxes at St. Peter 's and the
other churches have not been omitted
in these acts of passing" charity. But ,
if any one ever imagined that money
has been, in any w^y whatsoever , em-
ployed to win prosel ytes, that person
may assure himself that he has fallen
into one of the grossest delusion s
that could occur to a human mind .
The absurd calumny was, however ,
w^jth many other stories equall y within
the bounds of rea son and truth , cir-
culated at Geneva six years ago. In
the Address which I have quoted , it
is not iced thus : €t We are accused

of having formed our religious
assemblies fro m the base thirs t of
gain , and of having emp loyed both
this method and that of compulsion to
draw person s among us. But God is
our witness , that no such motive has
led us to our union as a Churc h, and
that it is altogether untrue that we
are paid ; that we have never em-
ployed this method , nor that of com-
pulsion, nor any thing of the kind ,
to draw aside any pers on ; and that
the poor among - us receive no other
aid than that ( small indeed it is)
which our own resources enable us to
give them. Let those who, with such
assuranc e, thus reproach us, bring
forward one single fact to confirm
their accusation , and we will willingly
submit to condemnation. It is true ,
that our supreme desire is to mak e
disciples to our Divine Master : but
we know that he will have none but
free and sincere disci ples, and that all
Lis are a willing peop le (un p eup le de
f i%ancke volontk) ."

Such is my rep ly to the loose and
general charge : but , as to the taunt
upon M. Malan , I must pro fess my
conviction that , if M. C. had taken
any fai r pains to become acquainted
with the facts , he must have quenched
the last spark of honour and genero -
sity in his breas t, before he could
br ing himself to advance it. He and
Ins confede rates did all in their power
to plunge that good man with his
wife and numerous youn g" famil y into
the deepest penury , into absolute des-
tit utio n : and they left melanchol y
reason for the inference that , had the
Caivinian (not Calvin ist ic) argument
of the dungeon and the fagot been
withi n their power , Servetus would

not have been the last martyr at Ger
neva. At thi s critical moment, a few
frien ds, chiefl y English and Wurte m-
ber gers , stepped forwards ; and , partl y
by a loan and partl y by a respectfu l
prese nt in which the givers felt them-
selves the most obliged, they saved
this oppressed and faithfu l servan t of
Chr ist from sinking into the extremity
of distress. On him, in the eye of
reason and religion, this circumstan ce
reflects nothin g but honour : but ,
shame on M. Chenevifere for com-
pelling the disclosure ! From that
time, M. Malan has laboured to sup-
port himself and his large family by
taking pup ils, seldom more than seven
or eight ; for the conduct of whose
education , his own atta inments emi-
nentl y qualif y him. When final ly
ejected fro m the pulpits of the Es-
tablishment , he nobl y determined to
pursue his ministry in whatever path
should be open to him. He fitt ed up
a small buildin g in his garden for the
celebration of public worshi p. But
this was insufficient to receive his con-
gregation. In 1820, havin g obtained
the perm ission of the Governmen t, he
erected , on the same ground of his
own, without the walls, a meetin g-
house which would contain about 900
persons , and in which I am told that
he has usual ly 500 or 600 fellow-
worshi pers. Not to give the smallest
avoidable occasion to those who so
eager ly sought offence, he modestl y
called it a house of prayer. The cost
of the buildin g was 21 ,365 French
francs , (about ^850,) of which .8445
was subscribed in Eng land , 4841 in
Scotland , 1176 in Wurtemberg, 680
in Paris , 946 in Hol land , some small-
er sums in I reland and in Russia ,
1640 from different parts of Switzer -
land , and the re maining 3495 was
fro m Genev a. Knowing the general
poverty of his heare rs, I have little
doubt that the latte r sum was, in ho
considerable degree , from M. Malan 's
own hard -earned resource s. In this
place of worship, notwithst anding the
efforts of the clergy to get it shut
up by the sup reme authori t y, he con-
tinues to conduct religious service.
His heare rs ar e chiefl y very poor ;
and if they had the abi lity, the exist-
ence of an exclusive State -Church has
prevented the ir acquiring the notion
and habit of supporting a minister by
volun tar y subsc ription s. With health
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great ly impai red, M. Malan labours
lfldfcfat igably in the work of his M as-
ter attd Saviaur : but , if he cannot
stagp or t himself by his exer tions as a
ttft tm the success of which is* neees-
sarily precarious , sever e poverty must
be hfe portion . Such , then , are " the
gates of f ortune opened before him/*

VL M. Chenevi&r e has indu lged
Himself in lavish accusations of those
whom he calls Methodists , for osten~
tattoiiy hypocrisy* f anatioimrt ', women
and girls indecorously  obtruding their
Bibles and th eir admonitions : and
other asserti ons atw insinuation s of
this oppr obrious kind he plentifully
scat ters throug h his paragraphs. To
these general accusations it is iimpos-
sible to reply. If M. C would adduce
any specific facts , the persons on the
spot might investigate thenrv. But I
appeal to you , Sir, whether the entire
strain of these rep roaches does not'
carry with it its own refu tati on* y whe-
ther it is not the servile imitation
of the calumnies which the earliest
Christia ns* the Waldenses , the Hugo-
riots, the Puritans and Nonconform -
ists, and honest Reformers in every
age and country, had to sustain from
their Heathen , Popish , and High-
Church persecutors . Fiwn the opi-
nions which ray knowled ge of the
lead ing persons warrants me to enter-
tain , I am fully satisfied that either
these char ges are made with sham eful
exaggerations , or they are the pure
inventions of vulgar malignity. T*he
principles and proceedings of M, C.
would equally cover with insult and
contemp t some whom the New Tes-
tame nt has embal med with immort al
honour , such as Fh«*be and Prisellla ,
M ary, Tryphaena , Tryp hosa, and ** the
beloved Persia , who labour ed much
in the Lord /* and tc thQse women who
labour ed with " the apostle •• in the
gospel/' (Rom. xvi. ; Phil. iv. 3.)

VII. In the concludin g part of his
lucubr ations , M. C- has dressed up a
hideous monster , which he would rain
have his readers to believe is a true
representation of the doctrines of M&~
tJiadis m* It would require man y
chapter s, ^>r even volume  ̂

to follow
£*nrt «n>cover his shameful misirepresen -
tata OtiB. If he believes that his state-
me&trs ane agreeable to tr »th, he is
indeed to be pdtied for -the profundit y
of Ms ignorance : Iwat haw, on tMs
suppo sition, can he justif y to himself

tlie writin g and' publishin g of flippant
assertions on a subject wfticK he must
be conscious that he has taken no
honest pains to under stand ? On the
other band , if he is better inform ed,
if he has read to the smallest compe-
tent extent the pub lished wri tings of
those whom he asperse s, he compels
me to declar e that he can be no other
than a fovP and base calumniator. I
ean imagine no meth od for bis es-
cap ing this- altern ative, except the
publication , fro m the writings of - ' ttyofee
whom he holds up to rep robat Soir, of
passages fairl ty e&f rac tea &nd given in
the seme manifestly intended by their
authors , and which direc tly affirm ; or
evidentl y imply the impious * immo-
ral , and ridiculou s tenets which he so
bold ly imputes . Let him justify* his
descri ptions by sueh citation s from the
writin g's o# those whose personal ex-
ertions have 4 coni^but ed to brin g about
the effects which have given him of-
fence ;, Dr. Mason, Mr. Halda ne, Mr.
Erskine , and MM. Gausseu, Mala n,
Empaytaz , Guer3 , Chavannes , and
Rochat. Let him know, also, that he
must go farth er back , and includ e in
Bis materials the works of Cal vin and?
the Reform ers generall y, of Beza,
Diodati , the Spanheims , the Pictets,
and the elder Tur rettihs . When he
has done this, he may ask to be ac-
quitted of ignor ance lfttle creditab le
in a Professo r of Divinity, or of the
heavier char ge of malignan t and wil-
ful misrepre sentation .

i respectfully thank tlie Editor of
the Monthl y Repository far the op-
portunit y which he has afforded of
vindicatin g truth and innocence. M y
remark s have extended much farther
than I proposed ; yet , for the 3ak e
of avoiding tediou sness, I have sup-
pre ssed maay thijags which mi

^
ht

have been pertine nt. I must solicit
the flavour of admission for a few
pages m the next Numb er, chiefl y in
re ference to the charac ter and pro-
ceedings of those persons whom M.
Oheneviere has denounced by name.

J. PYE SMITH.
Jul y  15-

P. S, I request to modify an allu-
aion to Servetus , in the pr eceding
letter : for , in looking in to Syon's
Histor y or Geneva, \ have hadt t\te
pain of findin g tha t, in 1632, Nicole
Affrt oine, a pool* initn unquestio nab ly
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Sir , Jul y  2, 1824.
r 1 1HE following is aa extrac t from
JL the Evangelical Maga zine for

the present month . It occurs in the
Review department of the work , p.
309. — " Infidelity , in all its grada -
tions , from Socinianism to Atheism
itself, ori ginates in the same corrupt
sourc e, the pride , the carnality, and
the enmity of the desperatel y wicked
hear t.'>

The falsehood and malignity im-
plied or expressed in this sentence
need no comment : let it be remem -
ber ed, hovvever, that the writer is one
of a class of religionists who preten d
to superio r holiness and who reall y
believe that they are the favourites ,
aud exclusive favour ites, of the pure ,
aud merci ful Jesus !

R. B>

P. §. It is desirable to put these
ebullitions of ignor ance and malice
upon recor d, because when we charge
upon - Calvinis m a tendency to bigotry
we are accused of misrepr esenting the
system and temper of our opponents.
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Correspondence between the late Rev.
T. Howe and the late Lord Ers -
kine > on the subject of a P etition
for  Religious Liberty.
[This correspondenc e was sent to

us by Mr. Howe, about the time
when the introductory letter is dat ed*
We suppose , for we cannot speak
fro m memory, we thou ght it not
quite right to publish letters of Lord
Er skine^s during his life, without his
consent. Now, however , that death
has removed both the writers fro m
the vyorld, we feel no scrup le in giving
publicity to a corr esponden ce which is
honourable to their names. Ed.]

Bridport ,
Sir , March 19, 1818.

ABOUT the latter end of the year
1811 , I received from my much

esteemed friend , Mr. Jervis , of Leeds,
a copjr of Mr. WyvilPs Petition to
the House of Lords , for the Repeal
of all Penal Statutes on account of
Religion,* as consistent with sound
policy, as it is agreeable to the li-
beral spirit of Christianity. I imme-
diatel y laid it before the princi pal
peop le of bur society, who cordial ly
approvin g the sentiments it contained ,
not only signed it thems elves, but
also assisted me in gett ing the signa-
tures of Chri stians of other denomina -
tions in this town . Nearl y a hundred
persons affixed their names to thi s
petition , and , agreeabl y to the wish
expressed by some of the respectable
subscribers , I sent it to Lord Erskine ,
with a request that he would have
the goodness to present it to the
Hduse of Lords . This gave rise to»
the following correspondence between
us, which if you thin k it calculated to
promote in the leas t degree the sa-
cred cause of civil and religious li-
berty, (one of the laudable objects of
your usefu l publication ,) is very miiea
at your service for insertion in tile
Repository. In transcribing 1 my dwh
letters , I have thoug ht it expedient to

* Similar to the pet ition prese nted to
the House of Commons , inserted iu the
Mont hly Reposito ry, Vol. VII , p, 447,

disorde red ia his intellects , was, by
the sentence of the magistrac y of Ge-
neva , firs t strang led and the n his dead
body burned , for apostatizing - to Ju -
daism. It is, .however, some conso-
lation to find that a part of the clerg y
reasoned powerfully against that de-
plorable and infamous deed.

In my former letter , I mention ed
1 725 as the date of the ab olition of
subscri ption to the Calvini stic articl es
by the Genevese clergy. I intended
to have examined the matter , but it
escaped me ; and I now find that . I
have no document which enables me
certa inly to verif y the date. Dr.
Chandler , in his Case of Su bscription
Reviewed, p. 176, says that , in 1706,
at Geneva " all subscri ptions to hu-
man formulari es were abolished by
public aut hority , and the qualifica-
tions thenceforward required of all
who offered themselves to the minis-
try, were only these : (I. ) To swear
solemnly that they will teach nothing,
neither in the Chu rch nor the Acade-
my, but what they think is agreea ble
tp the word of God. (2.) To promise
that they will teach nothing in the
same that \$ contrary J o the Consensus
Helveticus , or the Confession of the
Gailican Churcht , (pou r le j bieii de la
pa \w9 ) for the sake of peace," M.
Chen evifere (Mon. Repds. p. 7 of this
volume) lays down 1705 as the epoch ;
but adds that it was " kept secre t
duri ng twenty years, at the request
of the govern ment,"—180&, in p. 134,
is a mere erra tum.

vol. xix. 3 «



make a few trifling verbal alterations,
but his Lordship's communications I
give literally.

THOMAS HOWE.
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The Right Honoura ble Lord Erskine.
Bridport , Feb. 10, 1812.

My Lord ,
I have done myself the honour of

sending your Lordship by this day's
Mail Coach , a Petition on the un-
alienable Rights of Conscience, drawn
up by that distinguished friend to
civil and religious liberty, the Rev. C.
Wyvill, a respectable Clergyman of
the Established Church. Upwards of
ninety professing Christians of differ-
ent denominat ions in this town and
its vicinity, have sanctioned it with
their signatures. Considering you,
my Lord, as a zealous and eloquent
advocate for the civil and religious
rights of all classes of the community,
the subscribers presume on your Lord-
ship's excuse in requesting you to
present their petition to the House of
Lords. We are by no means san-
guine in our expectations of immediate
success ; but it will, we apprehend,
produce discussion, and discussion,
your Lordship knows, is eventually
fatal to groundless prejudices, and
favourable to the cause of truth . We
are persuaded, that the more freel y
the <dvil and religious rights of men
are examined, the more clearly they
will appear to be founded in reason
and sanctioned by divine revelation ;
and that it would be as much a point
of policy as equity, to abolish those
penal laws which disgrace the statute
book, the present enlightened age,
and this celebrated land of British
liberty.

The object of this petition embraces
the Roman Catholics as well as Pro-
testant Dissenters of every class.
However much we differ in religious
opinion and modes of worship from
the former, we hesitate not to advo-
cate their cause, from a conviction
founded on what we deem to be satis-
factory evidence, th at they reject with
abhorrence the pernicious tenets often
attributed to them , of " their being free
fifom the obligation to keep faith with
heretics," and of <c the power of the
Pope to dispense the subjects of other
states from their civil allegiance.'*
With respect to thei r avowed religious
principles, such as the doctrine of

transubstantiation, the worship of tie
Virgin Mary and of the saints, and
other articles of their creed, however
irrational and unscriptural they ap-
pear to us, we think these ought to
be no more a ground of their exclu-
sion from the enjoyment of any of
the civil or religious rights of free
citizens, than the peculiar sentiments
of the various discordant sects of Pro-
testant Christians, some of which
must necessarily be erroneous. We
also apprehend, that the repeal of
all penal statutes on account of reli-
gion, for which the petition pleads,
instead of being attended with any
danger to either the Church or the
State, would add to the security of
both, by extending to millions of his
Majesty's faithful subjects the full
blessings of our free constitution, and
be the best safeguard to the British
empire, in the present awful and
critical situation of our public affairs.
In this sentiment your Lordship
knows, that we are sanctioned by the
most, distinguished statesmen of the
present age. Should ybu, my Lord,
think proper to present the petition
to the House of Lords, you will have
the goodness to state it, as €( the pe-
tition of individual Christians of dif-
ferent denominations in the town and
neighbourhood of Bridport."

Your compliance with our request
will greatly oblige the petitioners, and
more especially, my Lord, your Lord-
ship's most respectful and humble
servant,

THOMAS HOWE.

23 Upper Grosvenor Street y
Sir, Feb. 19, 1812.

I have been favoured with your
letter, and have received also a peti-
tion to the House of Lords which
appears to be signed by you, with a
considerable number of names* It
would be necessary, I think , to give
an y thing like effect to a petition of
this kind, that there should be a more
particular description of the petition-
ers than that they are Christians ;
more especial ly when the peer pre-
senting the petition cannot state to
the House, that he is persona lly ac-
quainted with any of the subscri bers.
It is not fro m any doubt of my own
of the respectable characters of those
who sign , but to preserve the neces-
sary rules of the House, and to render



Bridpo rt, Feb. 23, 1812.
My Lord ,

I acknow ledge myself deficient in
not giving you a more particular de-
scription of the persons who affixed
the ir names to the petition , which I
had the honour of sending your Lord -
ship. It was signed by some of the
pri ncipal inhabitants , chiefl y manu -
facture rs of the town of Brid port , re-
spectab le for their informati on, their
charac ter and their property. In this
number are included the two bailiffs
and the other members of the corpo -
ration . These are Protestant Dis-
senters belonging to the Unitarian
Chape l iti this place, of which I am
the stated ministe r. Besides those of
our society, three or four of the Es-
tablished Church , a few of the Inde -
pendents or Calvinistic Dissenters ,
and five or six worth y Quakers in
creditable situations of life, sanctioned
the petition by their signatures . In
addition to these , some of the lower
classes among us signed their names ,
but none of them , I believe, except
those of good characters , and who
being led to understand , highly ap-
proved the object of the petition .

My motive for requesting your
Lordshi p to state it to the House as
*' the petition of individual Christians
of different denominations ," was, that
it might not appear as the petition of
the inhab itants at large of Brid port ;
for thi s would have jbeen incorrec t ,
none of them being app lied to , but
those only whom we supposed favour -
able to the liberal sentiments therein
contained .

Similar petitions , I apprehend , my
Lord , will be sent from many other
places, to be pr esented to both Houses
of Parli ament durin g this session. I
am just informed by a frien d of Mr.
Wy vill , that petitions of ttiis kind are
pre pared at Hull with six hundred
signatu res , and in Ndrtiiumberl and
and Durham, with not less than live
thousand names affixed , and that
Lord Grey has accepted in the hand -
somest terms the pro posal to present
them. My corresp ondent tel ls me,

that many Catholics of the firs t re-
spectability in the Ndrth have signed
our petition , as well as many mem-
bers of the Established Church , with
some of the clergy.

When I received a pri nted copy of
this petit ion , with the req uest that if
approved of by myself and my frie nds
at Brid port , we would have it trans -
cribed on parchment , and get signa-
ture s to it, no recommendation was
given us respecting the peer , of whom
we were to beg the favour to present
it to the Hous e of Lords. Our atten-
tion , however , was directed to your
Lordshi p as the well-known friend and
eloquent advocate of the civil and
religious rights of men, and more
especiall y on account of your liberality
in presenting so man y petitions in
behal f of the Protestant Dissenters
against Lord Sidmouth' s Bill, in the
last Session of Parliament.

Should the above statement prove
perfectl y satisfactory to your Lord ^
ship, you will have the goodness to
accede to the reque st of the subscri -
bers ; if, however , ray Lord , you feel
the least objection, we canno t thin k
for a moment of pressing it on your
Lordship. In that case , you will do
us the favour to return the petition to
me immediatel y.

I have the honour to be , my Lord ,
in the name of the petitioners , your
Lordshi p's most obedient and humble
servant ,

THOMAS HOWE.
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the petition useful to the important
cause which it supports.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedien t Servant,

ERSKINE.
Mr. Thomas Howe, Bridport.

2, Upper Grosvenor Street ,
Sir , Feb. 25, 1812.

I am favoured with your obliging
and satis factory letter , and beg' you
will be yours elf assure d an d assure
all the other subscribers to the peti-
t ion , that nothing was or is farth er
fro m my thou ghts , than to decline
prese nting it. On the contrary, I
obser ve with pleasure that it em-
braces the claims of Chri stians of
every deno minat ion , a liberality and
justice which , I am sorry to say, has
not alway s marked the langu age and
conduct of Protestan ts, but .which I
now hope to see universal , and which
mus t sooner or later (and at no very
distant period ) be successful. You
are alread y possessed of my reason
for writi ng to you , which not onl y the
forms of the House of Lor ds, but
also the reason of the thing render ed



necessar y ; and now that I am ac-
quai nted with the characters of the
subscrib ers , I would suggest an alter -
ation in the title which escaped me
before, and without which it could
not be received ; viz. to omit " on
behalf of themselves and oth ers tcko
agree with them," becaus e the House
will not receive a petition on behalf of
others taho do not sign. It would
then stand as tlie petition of the un-
dersigned Protestant Dissenters , who
consider absol ute libert y of conscience
respec ting religion to be the unalien -
able right of all men. As I think the
term Chr istians too large an expres -
sion, I would alter it for Protestan t
Dissenters , and then it would stand
as I have marked it above. It would
not be correct in me to make that
alteration , but you and the subscrU
bers might authorize any pers on so to
alter it in Lond on, which would save
the trouble of sending" back the pe-
tition.

With every good wish for the fre e
and universal influence of the gospel ,
I have the honour to be, Sir , your
most obedient servant ,

ERSKINE .
The Rev. Thomas Howe.

he is personall y acqua inted with a
considerable number of those perso ns
whose signature s are affixed to the
petition , and will no doubt very rea-
dily do the needful for them.

I have the honour to be, my Lor d,
in the name of the petitioners , your
Lordshi p's most respectfu l and obe-
dient servan t,

THOMAS HOWE.
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Bridport , Feb. 28, 1812.
My Lord ,

That you should be made acquainted
with the character , stations and reli-
gious denominations of the subscri -
bers to such a petition as was sent to
your Lordshi p from Brid port to pre-
sent to the House of Lords , is evi-
dentl y and highly proper . I am v&r y
sorry, therefore , that by my omission
to give you at firs t a part icular de-
scription of the pet itio ners , you should
have the additional trou ble of writin g
to make the inquiry. Immediatel y
on receiving your letter I called on
some of the most resp ectable of the
subscribers to the petition , who unite
with myself in presentin g to your
Lor dshi p our sincere thanks for ac-
ceding in so obliging a manner to our
proposal. With respect to the mis-
take in the title which you have
pointed out as necessary to be cor-
rected , I have by this day's post
written to Mr , Gurne y, to request
that he would have the goodness to
call on your Lords hip and mak e the
requisite altera tion . As he was for
some years the Recorde r of - Brid por t,

2, Upper Grosvenor Street,
Sir , Feb. 29, 1812.

On reading your letter over again,
I observe that me mbers of the Es-
tablished Church (which I rejoice to
see) have signed the petition ; it can-
not , ther efore , he stated as the peti-
tion of Prote stant Dissenters. It may
then very well stand as it is, and the
rather as I find from my friend , Lord
Grey, that he has a similar peti tion of
Christians. Perhaps *as the Catholic
petitions are shortl y coming before
the House of Lord s, the effect of
yours and that of others would be
more powerful and useful if then pre -
sented , and if you will give me leave,
I will confer with Lord Grey on the
subject.

Whilst writing the above the post
brou ght me your letter of the 28th .
I will speak to Mr. Gurney whom I
know intimatel y, and who is in all
respects a most excellent and sensible
man . You may depend upon my
doing every thin g in my power to give
effect to the petition , and I have the
honour to be, Sir, your faithfu l, hum-
ble servan t, ERSKINE.

Sir , May 23, 1812.
I am favoured with your let ter. *

The petition which I had the honour
of receiving from Brid port , I pre -
sented , and stated most particularl y
and distinctl y who the petitioners were,
of which I had received the most sa-
tisfactory information from my friend ,
Mr. Gurne y, your former Recorde r.
Nothing can be more excellent tha n
the langua ge in which tlie importan t
object of the claims of all classes of
Chris tians is expressed.

I have ttye honour to be, Sir, your
faithful humble servant ,

ER SKINE.

* A letter merel y of inquiry at the
request of Mr. WyviiL



Art. I.—Lectures on Nonconformtty\
delivered during the JVinter of
1822-3, at Plymouth and Plymouth-
Dock; comprising ', a Historica l
Fiew of the Christian Church9from
the Earliest Period dozen to the
Present Time, both in, Respect to
its Doctrine and Government :—
Designed to shew the strong and
sufficient Grounds of Dissent fro m
the National Church of England.
With Notes and Illustrati ons. By-
Israel Worsley, Dissenting Minis-
ter. 8vo. pp. 250. Plymouth—
priuted and sold by R. Bond 5 sold
also by Hunter and Eaton, London.

OWING to various causes the Dis-
senters are aot much disposed or

accustomed to dwell on the grounds
of their separation fro m the Church
of England. The Unitarians are per-
haps the most forward in their vin-
dication of Nonconformity ; but they
are wont to confine themselves chiefly
to the reason for dissent arising fro m
the erroneous doctrine and unscrip-
tural worship of the Establishment,
Some f ew of them are favourable to
the patronage of Christianity by the
magistrate > many are indisposed to a
discussion likely to excite the ill-will
of their neighbours ; and the majority
regard every other principle of Non-
conformity to be unimportant com-
pared with that of a sound doctrine
with respect to the Divine nature and
character, and a correspondent pure
and spiritual worship. Amongst the m
may be found some of the most zeal-
ous Dissenters on the general ground
of Dissent ; though it is nat ural that
they should lay particular stress upon
their peculiar convictions as Antitri-
nitanans.

Mr. Worsley has judged that it is
necessary for the information of the
young and of strangers, and for the
promotion of Christiaj o truith/ to ex-
plain and defend the re^Bhs alleged
by the Dissenters generally; and by
the Unitarians in particular, for their
secession from tl^e National Creed and
Jtitual. This he has done ably and
boldly. His language is sometimes

severe, but it is evidently dictated by
strong Christian feelings. He makes
free use of flie best writers on the
subject. His own remarks shew, howT
ever, that he is familiar with the ar*
guraent. The Lectures are, in fact, a
correct exposition of the question :
the Dissenter may read them with
satisfaction, and be strengthened by
them in his attachment to his profes-
sion ; and the Churchman may read
them to profit, as a history of opinions
and a statement of the reasons that
actuate so many of his neighbours in
separating and remaining aloof from
his communion.

Lecture I. is " On Religion, a Per-
sonal Duty, incapable of either Com-
pulsion or Restraint." Lecture II. is
" On the History of the early Christian
Churches : the Schisms which divided
them: and their utter Dissimilarity
from the Churches of Rome and of En^.
gland." The Lecturer represents the
primitive Christians as the Dissenters
of their day, and speaks favourably of
Heathen toleration.
" I remark farther upon this period

of the history, that Christians were then
Dissenters from the National Church ,
and under some of the emperors enjoyed
that toleratio n, which our high Church-
men boast of so much as a credit to the
present day : with this difference only ;
that, if they were not Pagans, they were
not compelled to support the altars of
idols : since the tythifrg system was tlieii
unknown, and the priests depended upon
the voluntary offerings. So that one of
the sub-governors, in writing to the Em~
peror, complains, * that the altars were
every where forsaken , and the ancient
worshi p likel y to be altogether abandoned ,
and the pri ests without bread/ Our
tolera t ion does not extend quite so far as
th at which Pagans granted to Christi-
anity : for whether we go to the temple
of the National God or not, we are com-
pelled to support the Establishment ;
even while we hold it to be erroneous in
the highest degree, and while to us it is
nothing short of idolatry."—P. 36.

He then puts* ia strong contrast the
Church of Christ and the Church of
England.

iC And before I conclude, is it neces-
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sary that I point out to you, my hearers,
the strong lines of difference between this
primitive Church, which for th ree cen-
turies preserved its independence amidst
affliction and persecution , and that which
in this coantry is called the Church esta-
blished by law ? The Church in that
day was simply an assembly of pious
men, met to worship God in the name
of Christ Jesus ; now it is a privileged
corporation, marked by the highest
worldly honours, endowed with a large
proportion of the wealth of the kingdom,
grasping all the offices of honour and of
wealth in its covetous; hands, and bound
together by canons and rubrics and arti-
cles and creeds, none of which are found
in the gospel.—The bishops then were
plain men, set each over his own society,
for the purposes of pious instruction and
serious devotional exercises ; and they
were the only clergy. We have bishops
still, but how unlike those I They are
for the most part branches of the most
wealthy families in the kingdom, con-
trouling the ecclesiastical concerns of
some hundreds of parishes, sitting in the
Parliament House to make laws for the
kingdom, driving from county to county
in splendid carriages, receiving immense
revenues, and in general exercising no
spiritual functions, and distinguished by
a handsome head-dress, flowing gowns
and cassocks, lawn sleeves, long bauds,
and little silk aprons ,• while under them
are those that are called clergy, holding
a long rank of dignities in the Church ,
and living upon millions of the peop le's
property.—The creed of the early days
was, Believe in the Lord Jesus and thou
shalt be saved : the creed of the present
day consists of some hundreds of propo-
sitions , so loosely put together, th at they
who profess to believe it hold very dif-
ferent and even contrary opinions.—If a
man was then powerfully impressed with
the truth of the gospel , it was his plea-
sure to contribute a small portion of his
wealth to support a common worship :
but now, whether he believe it or no, he
is forced to make the profession of it , by
furnishing funds for its support ; and if
he happen to be of a different opinion ,
he must become a h ypocrite in the name
of Christ , in order to enjoy the di gnities
and the circulating revenues of the state."
—Pp. 36, 37.

Lect. III. is " On the Union of the
Chiireli with the Civil Power, and the
Effects thereof . The Councils and
the dark Ages which followe d." Lect.
IV. is " On the Growth of the Refor-
mation , and the Fluctuation of the
State Relig ion in Eng land , In Henry 's
and the succeeding iieigns," In the

conclusion of this Mr. Worsley asserts
the resemblance of the Churches of
England and Rome,* and expresses a
regret, in which we are not prepared
to j oin with him, that the Reforma-
tion in this country was not somewhat
delayed.

" In this, as well as in many other
points, there is so strong a resemblance
between the avowed principles of the
Church of England and those of the
Church of Rome, that it is no wonder,
that both were so very agreeable to Pope
Leo, as to induce him to make the pro-
posal by his legate Parpalio, to confirm
the English Church by Papal authority,
exactly as it then was, and to make it,
as it is now constituted , an integral part
of the Romish Church ; if only Elizabeth
would acknowledge the Primacy of that
See. Its features were in the main so
extremely nattering to this great spiritual
chief, that he would fai n have acknow-
ledged it for his owa child, if it were but
willing to receive him as a father.

<€ I am called upon , therefore, aft er
the consideration of these strong facts,
to conclude, by expressing my sincere
regret, in common with a very large pro-
portion of the Protestant inhabitants of
these islands, that the Reformation took
place at all under a furious and licen-
tious tyrant , who cared for no religion
but as it served to indulge his lusts, and
wanted no reform but what would in-
crease his arbitrary power. We have
reason to regret, that the Pope could not
make up his mind to gratif y the king's
inclinations ; whether he was restrained
by motives of policy, which was probably
the case, or by those of religion. En-
gland would in that case have remained
Catholic a little longer, and but a little
longer : for th at more complete Refor-
mation, which soon afterw ards burst out
in Scotland , would have thrown its light
into the Southern division of the island ;
and we should have had a Protestant
Church formed amongst us, unencum-
bered by those enormous ex pen ses, and
not disfi gured by the prelatical honours
and priestly vanities, which render our
Church a far more fai thful copy of the
Pagan Churches of Greece and of Rome,

* The Lecturer agrees with the two
waggish Nonconformists at Ongar , of
whom a traditional tale is told that on a
market-day one proclaimed in the streets
the bans 'of marriage between the Church
of Rome and the Ch urch of England , and
the other stepped forward and forbade
(he bans , because the two ch urches were
related within the prohibited degrees.
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tha n of that Church which rose vvith a
beau tiful simplicity in the regions of J« -
dea and of Galilee. **— Pp , 81, 82.

Lect. V. is " On the Principle on
which Establishments are necessarily
formed : a View of that of England."
Here the Lecturer states " the prin-
cipal objections to an established form
of worship, and to established creeds
and catechisms." as follows :

<€ That such an establishment implies
a right in some one to in terfe re with the
religious opinions of the peop le, aud to
dictate to them the doctrines of belief
and forms of worship which they shall
follow—a privilege which the Scri ptures
give to every one for himself , and to no
one for another.

" That it makes a provision for its
own clergy out of the re venues of the
whole communit y, whether they benefit
by the institution or not—an d thus lays
a tax upon the people which no princi ple
of civil law can j ustify.

*' That it deman ds assent and consent
to all and every thing it teaches—which
is an arrogant claim impossible to be
complied with.

" That it imposes ministers upon the
congregations , not only without the ap-
probation and choice of those who are to
hear and to pay them , but even in direct
opposition to their will.

44 That those ministers so appointed
are not permitted to study the Scri ptures
for themselves , and to teach what the
Scriptures command ; but are compelled ,
at the risk of losing their very means of
subsistence , to confine themselves to the
doctrin es of the Church established , and
of course of ten to declare what in thei r
consciences they believe to be false. And

'* That the boasted argument in de-
fence of establishments , the necessity of
preservi ng Uniformity of faith and pre-
venting differen ce of opinion , which has
in for mer age s been the only support of
the Pap al Cha ir , is altogether futile ; no
such effect ever havin g bee n produced ,
and no such effect possible tp be pro -
duced."—P p. 107, 108.

Of the " tax upon the people" for
religious pur poses, Mr. Worsley says,

<c We are required to pay a tax upon
ever y arti cle of forei gn commerce , if we
choose to have the pleasure or the advan -
t age of t he use of it. We are required
even to pay for the light from heaven , if
it pass throug h well-accommodated win-
dows for our use. But , if we think pro-
per to live without the light of heaven
in our houses , ari d withou t the articles of
forei gn commerce on our tables , we are
wot compelled to pay for them ; and that

would be called a most unj ust govern -
ment , which constrai ned its subjects to
pay for these articles when they have no
occasion to use them.. Yet thus do all
those governments act , who lay a tax
upon the community for the support of
their own Ministers of Religion ;—a tax of
the most inconsisten t and offensive kind
—becau se they call themselves the dis-
tributors of the Light of Revelation , which
was given not to them tout to us all alike ;
and they compel us to pay liberally for a
share of it to light us to heaven , when it
is our firm belief and our honest persua -
sion , that it is a false light which they
offer for sale, a light that came not from
heaven , and is not able to shew us the
way to it."—P p. 90. 91.

He relates, but without giving nis
authority, an anecdote of Dr. Busby,
to shew the little inclination of the
heads of the Church, " that the young
men who receive the honours of the
University should be instructed in the
Christian Religion/*

4C Dr. Busby, a celebrated mast er of
one of the public schools in London , who
well knew with what tincture of religion
young men went fro m him to College,
offered to found two Lectures , with an
endowment of a hundred a-year each,
for instructing the under -graduates in the
rudiments of the Christian Religion ; re-
qui ring 1 that they should be compelled to
attend the Lectu res , and be examined in
their knowledge of its doctrines and pre -
cepts , and approved of, before they could
tak e the degree of Bache lor of Art s. But
this condition being rejecte d by both
Universities , the offer was rejected like-
wise, and the grant withheld ."—P , 93.
Note.

Lect. VI. is <€ On the History and
Examination of Creeds and Cate-
chisms." In a note, p. 121, the au-
thor gives us an amusing table of
Doxologies, in two columns, one con-
t aining" Scripture Doxologies and the
other Church Doxologies ; at the end
of which he natu ra l ly exclaims—"For
what possible reason can men thus
invariabl y forsake the words of Scri p-
ture , to adopt those of no one knows
whom I " There is reference m ano-
ther note , p. 125, to "A Letter to
the Lord Bishop of St. David'ŝ  con-
taining Remarks on his Introduction
to the Doctrine of the Trinity and to
the Athanasian Creed , by a Clergy-
man of the Church of England," which
is reviewed , Mon. Repos. X. 590.
This Letter, which is justl y styled
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€< excellent," is attr ibuted by Mr.
W. to " the Rev. Thora as Wigan,
Viear of Bewd ley, Worces tershire ,
where he lived -in obscuri ty upon a
very smal l income, refusing to accept
of any higher Church preferment : he
died in 1818."

Lect. VIL is on tlie fruitfu l subject
of *€ Modes of Worsh ip and Ceremo-
nies.  ̂ On this topic the Lecturer has
tbe following interest ing passage :

<€ Next in order of exteri or dignity
stands the cathedral worship of the
English Chu rch - My hearers may most
of them know what thi s is, and may have
felt that insp irin g awe which involuntaril y
seizes upon almost every min d on enter-
ing the wide portal s of a Minster , on
passing under its lofty and magnificent
arches , on behold ing the rich colourings
and splendid accompan iment s of its altar ,
on viewing the var ious and costl y robes of
its priests and singing-men , and the insp ir-
ing chords of a select and well-appoin ted
band of vocal performers , which adorn
and dignif y that venerable pile of build -
ing. Were it not th at all this is done
in the name of the humb le prophet of
Nazareth , I could delight in its magnifi -
cence, I could feast my senses with the
rich repast which it affords , and contem -
plate with some satisfaction the piety
which led our ancestors to those arduous
labours by which the noble edifice was
raised : I could indulge in the devotional
feelings which those loft y objects insp ire ,
and lift my eyes in devout reverence to
that august Being, to whose honour the
feeble hand of man has made that costly
Sacrifice ; Nor can I altogether escape the
enth usiasm which kindles in the bre ast ,
by the combination of so many means to
gratif y the senses, and excite the social
sympathies of man , when 1 walk through
the aisles of a cathedrarduring the service.
But I cannot forget, by what arbitrary and
what treacherous means , by what union
of pious fraud and of severe mental de-
gradation , such a buildin g fir st was raised ,
and such a service obtained credit wi th
the disciples of the cross. The history of
priests in the Christia n community, like
that of priests amongst the ancient re-
ligions of Egypt , of Persia , and of Gaul ,
is the history of scenes in which all the
vices of the human heart have been
brought into full play, and in which a
road has been paved for riding trium-
phan tly over the necks of the people , and
bearing down all the opposition which
truth and justice coul d raise , by the ter -
rors of persecution and by the arts of
falsehood and of imposition.

** In all such grand and expensive pre -
parations for pay iug homage to the Al-

mighty, my mind speedily reverts to the
religion of the Gospel , and conies with -
out a ipomeu t 's delay to the conclusion ,
th at none of these things p ertain unto life
and godliness They indul ge the senses,
they feed the vanity, they impose upon
the judgment, they steal away all that
pare and simple devotion which spri ngs
from the heart , and they iix the very root
of religion , where idolatry had planted
it before , in the indulge nce of the senses^and in all that which formed the very
essence of devotion irk the temples of
Greece and of Rome/' —Pp - 137—139.

The same subject is continu ed
throu gh Lect. VIII., in which we have
a description of the process of makin g
a, bishop :

" When one of the twelve apostles
was gone to his own jplace, the whole
church met to elect a successor . They
chose two out of their own number , whom
they thou ght the most proper persons to
fill that sacre d post ; but , fearing to trust
themselves entirely with the choice, they
prayed for the Divine help* and then cast
lots, by which one of them was to be
chosen. In a similar way, when a bish op
is - dead* the reverend bench assemble, to
elect another ; they receive from the
King a permission , congt d*4Ure9 to elect
a new bishop ; they pray to God, afte r
the example of the early church , in the
most solemn manner , that he would di-
rect them in their choice, and they then
proceed without any hesitation or doub t
to choose the man whom the king has
recommended ; not daring, at the peril
of losing their preferment , to choose any
other. This mode of choosing the high
dignitaries mat ches very well with thei r
maxim , that the King is the head of
the Church : they ask the assistance of
the Almighty, but , without waiting for
its arrival , they obey the commands of
their earthl y monarch . After this they
return thanks to God , * for having di-
rected them in the choice of so worth y
a person ,' while they know they were
wholl y directed by the court . As the
King chooses and not the Bishops , the
proper order of the ceremony should be ,
that he offer up the prayer and afterwards
return the thanks , and not they."—P.
159.

The Lecturer makes some pointed
remark s upon the inconsistenc y of the
Church of Eng land in her service s
and part icularl y of th at party in th e
Church which is denominated Evan-
gelical :

<c But the most strange of all things is,
the more than a mira cle which the Churc h
performs , in damnin g and saving the ver y
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same persoas * The Church declares iti
its famous creed , that ail who believe not
the doctrine of the Trinity as herself
believes it, must * without doubt perish
everlas tingly/ Yet no sooner is a pro -
fessed and well-k nown Unitarian dead .
although he died in the firm faith that
this creed is false, than the Churc h so.
lemnl y declares , by its organ , the minis-
ter , * that God hath in great mercy taken
him to himself, and that its hope is tha t
he rests in Christ/ What then does the
true Churchman do, in thus obeying the
orders of his Church ? He thanks God
that he hath in great mercy taken the
departed soul unto himself , and prays tha t
he may rest in Christ , as his hope is that
this Unitarian doth ; who, he believes,
without doubt must perish everlasting ly.
What then does he do less, than pray
that he may be damned ? Such is the
strang e part the Church is dail y acting ;
out of the same mouth , and against the
same person , uttering both blessing and
cursing ; which, Jam es tells us, ought not
to be.

" If these observations be applied to
that which is called the evangelical part
of the clergy , the matter stands thus.
They pro fess to believe, that a large part
of their own congregation , and of cours e
a still large r part of the parish , are not
in a state of regeneration or new birth ;
ther efore are not in the way of salvation :
yet when any one of this large r portion
of the parish dies, the same declarations
are read over him, and the same assur -
ance made , of the hope th at he has gone
to a stat e of happ iness. These preachers ,
when the y act consistentl y wit h their
pri nciples, do not invite sinners to come
unt o Chris t, because they know it is use-
less, that the Hol y Ghost alone can bring
them to Chris t ; they, therefore , revile
the prac t ice of c wooing and winning, *
as they call it,* and address themselves
only to their brethren , the elect. A
strikin g inconsistenc y must needs arise
between their language in the pul pit and
in the other ceremonies . They say that
* no one can presen t a prayer unto God
th at is acceptable , unless he be savingly
renewed, and taugh t by the Spiri t to
pr ay :' and yet at the font they utter
th ese words , ' I beseech you to call upon
God , the Father , that he may send his
blessing upon this child/ and so forth ;
and after the ceremon y the priest avows*that in consequ ence of their prayer , be
they who they may, ' God has heard
them and has renewe d tljie child/ In
the general service of the Church , the
whole congreg ation is called upon to join

* '* See the writings of Dr. Hawker ,
and othe rs of the name pro fe$sion/f

¦in the pr ayers , to pray for pard on, for
the Holy Ghost, and to make other re-
quests : which is a needless and must be
an absurd thing, if none can pra y as they
ought but they who* are already renewed
by the Holy Ghost ; and that number is
exceedingly small .* As well might men
pray to a pictur e or a statue ; as well
talk to the wind. This notio n, which is
professed by the evangelical part of the
clergy, is evidently the doctrin e of the
Church ; which in its exposition of faith
is thus in oppositio n to its forms and
ceremoni es of worshi p/'—Pp. 164, 165.

The title of Lect. IX. is '?. Civil
Power not require d to maintai n Tru th.
An Establish ed Religion inconsistent
with the Enj oyment * of Civil Rights,
and Fat al in its Influ ence on the Mo-
ral and Mental Char acter of Man."
In this the Lecturer introduces an
account of the origin of the congre -
gation at Plymouth, over which he
now presides, and mentions in this
connexion with becoming satisfaction '
one of his own ancestors :—

*c Amongst those societies may be
reckoned that in which it is my duty noW
to minister . It appears , from the regis-
ters which are in my hands , that this
Church of Christ sprang tip immediately
upon the Act of Uniformity takin g place ;
for the first register of baptis m is date d
Nov. 28, 1662, three months after the
Act was put in force.

" The firs t minister of this Chu rch
was Nicholas Sherwill , whose family re-
sided in Plymouth , and were person s of
the first rank in it. He had just received
ordination by the hands of a bishop,
when he was called, by the unj ust mea-
sur es of the court party, to go out from
its church . Very soon after , or perha ps
about the same time, the church which
meets in Batter Street was also formed ,
and maintained for many years a friendl y
intercourse with thi s society ; the minis-
ters frequentl y interch angin g their ser-
vices : until a great alteration in the
religious princi ples of this society made
such an intercourse inexpedient. . Nor
does it appear that either of these socie-
ties has been discontinued since their first
formation ; they have always supported

? ** There is a consistency in a cert ain
set of professors , which must be approv ed
by those who esteem integrity. —-They
remain without the walls of the Church
during the read ing of the prayers , and as
soon as the minister is gone into the
pulpit , they take the seats within their
respective petys.—Sve Plymouth Church-
yard "
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the profession of a Protestant Dissent,
and been attended by many of the most
respe ctab le citizens, merchants and ma-
nufact urers of the town ; for a long time
by almost all of them.

" Geor ge Hughes was at that time
Vicar of St. Andrew 's, in Plymouth , of
whom the highest character has been
given as a man and a preache r of the
gospel , some of whose blood may flow in
the veins of him who here would record
his sufferings and his worth . There are
those who boast their descent fro m noble
ancestry ; the re are thos e who pride
themselves in pro genitprs famed in bloody
war , or roll ing in corruptible riches. Let
my boast be in the purity of the princi-
ples, in the firmness of the conduct , and
iu the consistency of the lives of those
who through six generations have advo -
cated the Nonconf ormist cause , not a
link of which has failed to shew, both in
its direct and its collateral branches , some
men who have been open advocates of its
purity : nor , when I pass the Old Church ,
and view that venerable pile, let me fail
to think on the virt ues of my ancestors ,
and tto seek to retai n the ir spirit , and to
emulate their virtuous Nonconfo rmity.
At the age of almost seventy years , Geor ge
H ughes was dismissed fro m his min istry,
by Commissioners sent down by the King,
a week before the fatal Bartholomew ^
day ; and soon after was thrown into a
damp dungeon in Nicholas ' Island , where
he remained nine months , under the di-
rection of the Ea rl of Bath , the then
Governor of Plymouth. In consequen ce
of this imprisonment he suffered so much
in his health as to be never more free
from disorder , and after fi ve years of suf-
fering he died at Kingsbridge. His son
Obadiah was j ust then finishin g his stu-
dies at College, but being found in the
town , was imprisoned , togeth er with his
father , Mr . Sherwil l, and Mr. Marti n ,
who held the Lecturesh ip of St. Andre w's.
Obadiah pre ached for some time abou t
the town and neighbourho od in a private
way, as he found oppo rtuni ty, but being
no longe r safe in a place where he was
well known and held in great esteem , he
went to Lond on, and there became the
minister of a large congregation ; he also
left two sons in the min istry. "*—Pp. 212,
213.

(C * One of whom was father to my
father 's mother. If this be egotism , let
my readers pardon it , and even excuse
another famil y tradi tion : that , in the
firs t link of the chain downward from
Richard Hug hes, was one Nonconfo rmist
minister , in the second two , in the third
four , either by <J irect descent or by mar -
riage, in the fourth were four , in the fift h

Lect. XL, which concludes the se-
ries, is " On the Peculiar Grounds of
Unitarian Dissent, and the Restora-
tion and Progress of the Unitarian
Doctrine, which is Primitive Christi-
anity/* This useful epitome of the
Unitarian controversy has been pub-
lished separately.—We hear with plea-
sure that the whole of the impression
of the Lectures has been sold, and
that a new edition is forthcoming.
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Art. II.—Musee Solitaries, a Collec-
tion of Original Melodies, adapted
to various Measures of Psalms and
Hymns ; with Words at Length,
and a f ull Accompaniment for the
Pian o-Forte or Orga n* Intended
as a Help to Devotion, in the Closet
or the Domestic Circle. 12s *

IN introducing Mr. Jowett's pleas-
ing volume to our readers we be-

lieve we shall do an acceptable thing
to many of them ; and meet their ac-
cording opinion, in regarding the pre-
sent work as the happiest effort of its
kind, to assist the devout affections
and aid domestic piety* In apology
for this particular notice of a musical
publication in a theological miscel-
lany, it is scarcely necessary to remark
the increasing power and influence of
music in combination with our reli-
gious rites and devotional feelings ;
the general call there seems for some-
thing superior to the homely, hum-
drum psal mody of our forefathers ;
something that shall match, the higher
species of sacred poetry familiar to
great numbers of Christian worship-
ers, and more suitable to the very
great adva nce of th e age in the genera l
science of musical language. And,
conceiving as we do, that Mr. Jowett
has supplied a desideratum in sacred
harmon y, and that man's best inter-
ests and pures t pleasures are promoted
by the ministering agency that draws
out the devout affections of his soul,
three , in the sixth three ; and the write r
with pleasur e adds , that in the next ge-
neration below himself there are two who
have devoted themselves to the cause of
Nonconformity * May such as these never
fail in his line, so long as error finds
support from the thr one, and Noncon-
formity continues to be a virtue \"

* Commu nicated by a musical frien d,
on whose taste we place grejtt reliance.
Ed.



we cheerfu lly step forward to speak
of the "/Musao Solitariae /' in terms
which, we trust , will induce our read -
ers to become bett er acquain ted with
the m than by our rep ort of thei r
merits * Mr. J . thus modestly speaks
of his work in a short pr eface :

€( It is with much diffidence that the
following compositions are submit ted to
the public eye. They were written ,
chiefly, for my own privat e or domestic
gratification , and without the least idea
of their wandering beyond the circle of
my immediat e friends. But , finding my
manu scripts , in the course of years , con-
siderabl y multi plied ; and being led to
suppose , that my solitary musings may
f ind acceptance in other families—lovers ,
like myself, of sacre d harmony —I ven-
ture , at length , to print the contents of
the present volume. Its pretensions , as
an original or scientific work are , I am
conscious, very hum ble. It contains ,
however , no wilful plagiarisms ; aud , I
would hope, no mat erial offences against
good taste and correc t composition. Such
as it is, I commend it to the indulgence
of the public ; having no higher aim,
than to assist and edify those who com-
ply wi th the apost olic admonition , 
* Speakin g to themsel ves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in their heart to the
Lord/"

We think it the distin guishing cha-
rac ter of excellence in this publication ,
that the devotional spirit it serves to
ra ise and express is decidedl y C/i ris-
tian ; and , admirable as it is to mark
the gre at degree of taste , elegance and
science in these beautiful composi-
tions , it is still more so to perceive
the felicitous subserviency of these
qualities to the author 's higher aim ;
nam ely, to strike the harmony of holy
affections in the Christian bosom :—
we certainl y know nothin g in psal-
mod y like Mr. J Towett 's ; exhibitin g
an exquisite musical taste and science,
yet so chaste and so subdued in refer-
ence to the religious feelings and sen-
timents with which thev are found
associat ed . By speakin g of this work
as decidedl y Christian , we mean , it is
scarcely possible to refuse the author
of them a temper of Chri stian piety $
or , to believe otherwi se than that this
temper , pure , amia ble and fervent ,
inspir ed the mind , and gave its hal-
lowed touch to the musical talent and
knowledge discovered throughou t the

volume. We fu^tlier use the teitn
Christian * in mar ked distinction from
** Sacred Melodies," bjr other hands ,
of great meri t, that , doubtles s, are
well Hnpwn to many of our readers .
Those, for instan ce, by a brilliant
writer of Anacreon tic celebrity^ whi6h
at this moment occur to our reedltec-i
tion, but not with advanta ge by com-
parison* It may be regrett ed by all
disposed to congrat ulat e Mr , Moore
on his own ingenuous regret of for-
mer erro rs , th&t his better spiri t and
redeemin g aim should light on sacred
things ; as it appears to ourselv es, an
obvious leaven of his earthl y, unhaU
lowed love mingles with and mars the
purity of his sacre d verse and song,
and gives an equivocal nature to
their intended devotional chara cter.
They are soft and sweet , t€ bright anxL
beautiful ," like a great portion of Mr.
Moore 's poetr y ; they may suit the
*f Loves'* of his own " Angels," or
the piet y of devotees breathin g the
atmosp here of a Harem , but we must
think , not the character of the piety
expected in the followers of the Chri s*-
tian prop het. Mr. Gardiner 's Melo-
dies, well known as being, for the
most part , collected sweets from the
treasure s of our great mas ters , have
in them every thing to gratif y taste
and science in lovers of music : but.and science in lovers of music ; but ,
to our awn views of music as the lan-
guage of passion and sentiment , they
can never be regarded as trul y devo-
tional ; will never be felt to be stric t-
ly congenial with the affections and
thoug hts suited to the worshi p of a
Chr istian temple, or the rites of do-
mestic piety in a Christian family.
They do not possess the advanta ge of
an original religious association ; they
are taken with a degree of violence
from their firs t connexion , as parts
of composit ions having no relation to
sacred subjects ; none will deny them
the insp iration of genius ; but a holy
flame has not attended the conception
of them , to aid the spiri t of the sacred
verse which the very tastefu l compiler
has uni ted with them.

It is very obvious Mr. J owett also
is familiar with the work s of those
celebrated men , Haydn and Mozart ,
as well as Handel ; and some of the
beauti ful conception s of the two first ,
in passing throu gh his own mind , have
gathered up a spirit of' Chris tian sane-
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tity, (if we may so speak ,) and come
from him in the purity and sacredness
of holy things . But , in justice to our
autho r, it should be observed , the
ideas of others are never detected in
him so as to suggest the thought of
plagiarism or servile imitation : we
thin k him clearl y original : and thoug h ,
as a composer, he discovers so much
scientific knowled ge and refined tas te,
he discovers also the test of real ge-
nius, in giving the charm and interest
of novelty to that which seems obvi-
ous, and is plain and simple.

Not to mention that , with a few
pleasing and beautiful exceptions , the
sentiments of the ver se are highly or-
thodox , would seem ra ther deceiving
to our read ers . We regre t much they
are so ; and should delight to see Mr.
Jowett' s Melodies presente d to the
pub lic with a better and unexception -
able adap tation of sacred poetry : but
selections of hymns of great merit are
in the hands of Unitarian Christian s,
from which appropriate ones may be
easily chosen, and app lied to these
delightful compositions. In some few
instance s, part icularly where the au-
thor has introduc ed the fictions of or*
thodoxy most offensive to us, his tact
and taste seem utterl y to have deserted
him, and a very hars h discordancy
struck on our minds from the ill as-
sorted union between the music and
the verse : and did we need further
conviction on the subject , we might
have it from the complete fai lure be-
fore us, to make the dogma s of the
popular creed unite with a pure and
pleasin g musical expression. Those
of our readers to whom the rich and
melodious tongu e of Ital y is familiar ,
will be gratified with the specimens

THOUGHTS ON THE INFLUENCE S OF RELIGIO N.

How pure ly, along* this beauti fu l stream ,
I have seen the rays of the eve-star play,

As if the re lihey had lov'd in peace to gleam ,
Wher e they found a mirror as fair as they !

How sweetl y, within yon lonely grove,
I have heard the hymn of the wood-bird ring,

Like the song of a bird fro m a bower above
Only lit upon earth to rest her wing !

given in the latter part of the volume,
of an Italia n version of the Psalms
by Mattei , set to very pleasing and
appropriat e harmonies . In his Pre-
face, the author remark s of them /—
" The Ita lian Psalm s were set to mu-
sic at the reque st of a dear and ho-
noured brothe r, 

^ 
the representative of

the Church Missionary Society in
Malta ; to be sung there by his family
and friends , when assembled for do-
mestic worshi p."—The melody and
the poetry of the " Ode" which con-
cludes the volume before us, will, we
trust , be greeted by man y Christian
hearts with the amiable, holy and
heavenl y spiri t which seem to have
inspired both . It would be an indul -
gence to our own feelings, to remark
distinctl y, on severa l of these iasci-
natin g composit ions ; but it might be
ill-judged for the feelings of others :
and , to dwell longer on a song-book
(thoug h a sacred one) in a Miscellany
like thi s, might be risking a rebuke
from its graver readers , whose weak-
ness it is not, to be led by the ears ,
like ourselves.

We tender Mr. Jowett our best
thank s for a satis faction in sacred
music from his book , pure and per-
fect ; such as none but Handelian
strains had ever before given us ; and
we feel ourselves deeply indebted to
him, for a help to family religion
which , we assure ourselves , will en-
dear the domestic altar and sacrifice
to many amiable minds, whose edu-
cation and habit s make a degree of
taste and refine ment necessary in the
musical expression of their praise and
gratitude.
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How rich ly now, as the sunbeams sink,
The golden waters in music roll—

Oh , the lingerer there might almost think
That the wave superb had itself a soul !—

Pure shone that star-
But how pure r far

Eternal hope and her glories are I
Time ripples away,
But its waves, as they str ay,

Are gemm'd with the light of elysianr day.
Sweet the greenwood stra iil— -
But it melts in vain

On the reft one's ear in the trance »of paia
The song is of heaven ,
To which it is given

To bind the hear t t hat the world has riven
Rich the evening wave
That the sunbeams pave—

But no waters of earth may the stain 'd heart lave*r
On the Word' s bright ground ,
Can alone be found

The rivers that warble red emption round.
Go thither , and there
Sin, fear and care

Will leave the spirit , serene and fair >
And the foot that has trod
That hallowing sod,

Will press for ever the flowers of God !
Jul y, 1824.

mmm^^^ mmm

SATIRI C FRAGMENT ON THE CHRISTIAN MYTHO LOGY
KNOWN AS THE ORTHODOX DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY *

(Belonging ' to an unf inished Poem .)

As for the Trinal Trinity, no doubt ,
As far as years go, 'tis a reverend thing ;

But time, which finds all human errors out ,
Has thinn 'd its feathers , like an old rook' s wing,

So that it now flap s awkwardl y about ,
Reft of that statel y and imperia l swing,

With which it used to sweep the sunward wind ,
Leavin g all earth ly Phoenixes behind .
I cannot (for my sins, alas !) achieve

What th ree should be, if not two m ore than one ;
Nor can I force my dul l brain to conceive,

By any art of computatio n known , ,
But that , from three Gods takin g* two , you leav e

One—whic h makes two superfluous , Ghost and Son :
But , grant all these one sole Existence be ,
When once incorporate , could that one be three ?

* ? * * ¦* •

And thus , I think , the Triad shoul d be seized on,
By all who love Truth , Liberty and Science ;

Although , no doubt , it is a feat we're teased on,
By those who set them all thre e at defianc e .

Poetry.*— Satiric Fragment on the Chris tian ^ M yihvtogy. A%\



For me, I thin.  ̂ 'tis something to be pleased on,
(N"ot being o. «e of the class called " the pliants /')

If for th is Trinit " ty-I dra w the swrord
Against the false one by the herd * adored.
If Captai n Parry  ̂

'safe on British ground ,
From zones wht *re bears and savages are br ed),

Had told us on sou ue ice-ber g he had found
A man three-hef c f ed with a single head ;

Shoul d we believe it ? No. Tlie whisper 'd sound
Of such a leaden t alsehood would have shed

Eternal ridicule aroui id his name,
And damned f  him to ' a sea-Mimchausen 's fame.
Moreove r , had he told us 'twas a mystery,

Would that have ma de it sound the less myster ious ?
Woul d it ran k less witt i fable, more with histo ry,

On Parry 's Bible-oati i tha t he was seriou s ?
No. Voyagers ! we slu ould have to bleed and blister ye^(Unwelcome welcome home,} as men deliriou s,
Had you require d us to 1 >elieve such gossip ill,
Just in propo rtion as it & eemed impossible .
Lastl y, if, findin g us still unbeli eving,

He should X procee d t o fett er, and to fine us
For not as gospel all he chose receivin g*,

Shoul d we not deem him rather mad or vinous ?
And , if he sware  ̂

hell-fire we all should grieve in,
Should we not think him a st range sort of Minos—

And, ere we gave up hope 's immortal vision,
Should we not beg to look at his commission ?
Where state -reli gion is most p ure , perha ps,

It may have some slight tinct ure of impurit y,
Unfit to stand the slow, but search ing lapse

Of time , which waters tru th to bri ght maturi ty
Even mitres look sometimes too like fooPs-caps,

When Irisho ps fulminate , in fond securit y,
Orthodox: grape -shot from their paper batter y,
Meant , God-denying || reprobates ! to shatte r ye.
For it does * really hap pen , now and then ,

That these ri ght reverend friends of tith es and kings
Smart under some Dissentin g •[[ miscrean t's pen,

When they attempt a flight beyond their wings.
Alas ! we are no more prop hetic when

We write a book , than in more trivial thin gs,

* The fond sequacious herd , to mystic fai th
And blin d amazement prone.—Thomson.

t Like Cromwell damned to everlasting fame.—Pope.
J See the Bishop of St. David's " Memorial on the Repeal of so much of the

Statute 9 and 10 William ILL , as relates to Persons denying the Doctrine of the
Hol y Trinit y," &c.

§ " Whosoever will be saved , it is necessary before all things that he hold the
Cath olic faith. Which faith except every one do keep whole and ujndeiiled , without
doubt he shall perish everlastingly "—Athan . Creed.
|| " God-denying apostates"—one of the many polite and Christian appellations

with which the Unitarians have been favoured , merely because they cannot read the
Scriptures with other men's eyes.

U Another of these appellations—used (proh pudor !) by the Righ t Reverend
Thomas, Lord Bishop of St. David's, in addressing the public of the nineteenth
century• - -
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Knowing as much of what may thence betide us,
As George the Second * did*of Georgiiira Sidus .
Rare € * nigri cygni" mid the lawn-sleeve peers

Are men like Watson , Sutton , Bathu rst , Carey ;
And some have been , who should have lived some yeara

Ago—perhap s, under the gentle Ma ry :
(Men call her bloody, but I have my fears

To nam e legitimates in terms unwary ;
And , if she loved a pious human Bonfire ,
What' s that to me—except a hint to shun fire ?)
Yet truth , for all that human things can do,

Sails, like the steam- boat , with or 'gainst the tide
Nor will she rest , till she have struck down two

Divine usurpers from their thrones of pride ;
Till she hav e proved how mortals have to rue

That e'er they left their guardian angel' s side—-
Reared o'er the nations her unsettin g star ,
And made her go-car t a triumphal car.
Sir William Temp le said , that truth , like cork ,

Would float at length , the highest of the high :
True —there is ever a reactive work

In human minds , beyond what meets the eye,
Which , thou gh it long all unre garded lurk ,

Is of the thin gs that sleep, not those that die,
And , like red brain from the volcano 's cranium ,
Will one day whelm proud error 's Herculaneum
Tr uth is invincibl e—and , if so, no man

Can bar her cours e by fine , chai n, sword or quill :
Amid the fall of empires , like the Roman \

In ruined Cart hage , she is mighty still.
Loud , stern and long the strife with her dread foeman

But heaven will point her guns to work its will,
Until the fight done , the foe's colours furl ed,
Her victor flag shal l grace her prize —the World \

* Which planet, having been first discovered in the reign of George the Third ,
could scarcely have been very familiar to his grandfather.
t " Go and relate that thow hast seen M arius sitting amid the ruius of Carthage.*1

—Koni , Hist.

SONNET
Written in Burbage Wood, June 21, 1824.

I love to be alone, and in this mood,—
Oh that the charjn would last ;—I feel not now—
Or rather I more deeply feel and know

The littleness of life,—of man.-̂ -Sweet wood !
I oft have sought thy shades so lone and dim,—

I love th y mingled sounds of bird and stream ;—
There is devotion in the woodlan d hymn ;

There is religion,—that which throws a gleam
On things unseen, or seen but in the mind,—

The will original of God ,—the plan
Of nature,—for it gives that hope refined ,

Which elevates to heaven the soul of man ;
cc There is a spirit in the woods"—the flowers,—

When shall its inspiration pure be full y ours !
Hinckley. JOSEPH DARE.
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In the last Number of the Repository,
(p. 3(55,) was briefl y noticed the death
of Thomas Marti neau, M. D.,, late of
Norwich , It was the n ju stly stated , that
*c he had left behind him the memory of
talents and virtues not soon to be ef-
faced ." But beside those who can pro -
mise themselves that in their own minds
it shall not be effaced , there may be
others who will be gratified , and perhaps
improved , by a more particu lar dire ction
of their attention to some points in his
character. It is lef t to those who wer e
bound to him by the sacred ties of friend -
ship and kindre d; to th ink of him as he
appeared to them , to cherish the remem -
brance of his pure and rat ional taste s,
of his gentle and affectionate dispositions.
It is left to those who knew him, and
knew him intimatel y, to call back with
mingled pleasure and regre t the powers
and beauties of a mind , which its re-
tiring delicacy prevented from being tho-
roughl y known to more than a few. It
is intend ed only to notice tha t part of his
characte r which may properl y be claimed
as belonging to the public*

Fro m his childhood he had looked
forward to the pro fession of a surg eon,
as that which was honourab ly to occupy
his future life ; and , perhaps , no one
ever entered upon the exercise of that
profession with higher ideas of its impor -
tance , or a more generous ardour to rin d
in it a sphere of active and extensive
usefulness . If he might be called am-
bitious , yet his was not an ambitio n that
terminated in himsel f. It was an am-
bition for the advan cement of valu able
science—an ambitio n which looked less
to his own distinction than to the honou r
of his profession and the good of his
fellow-creatures * He seemed peculiarl y
alive to all that is invitin g to a benevolent
spirit in the power of giving health to
the sick and ease to the sufferi ng. He
seemed, by the gentle hand and compas-
sionate heart which he brough t to his
professional duties, to be prompt ly and
gladly obeying a call to a ministry of
mercy .

With this reverence and love for his
profession , it could not be withou t keen
regret that he was compelled to re-
linquish the pr ospects of success in it ,
with which he had been established in
his native city. But he had studied in
another school beside that of science,
and knew that , in the ordering of human
affairs , there is a wiser will than that of
man. He quitted with Christian fortitude
a situation of great and increasing promise
to the hopes with which he had looked
forward into life from his earliest child-
hood . He bore with the same fortitude
the long suspense of the experi ment ^which , alas ! was destined to be unavailin g,
for the recove ry of his health. And the
still severe r trial which he had to undergo
soon after his arrival at Madeira , in th e
loss of an only child that had seemed bona
for the comfort of its par ents in their ba-
nishmen t, only shewed how much more
of the same fortitude he could exert for
the support not only of himself , but of
another whose grief was adde d to his own .
With an activity of mind unsubdued by
sorrow and unimpaired by the wastin g
of bodil y strength , with a constant desire
to preserve his power of usefulness,
should the opportunit y of exercisin g it
be again afforded to him , he continue d ,,
while himself the prey of disease , to pur-
sue the studies which might enable him
to administer health , to others . He pre-
pared for death by adding* continual ly
to his preparation for making his life
valuable , should he be perm itted to live.
In 3hort , he looked upon both life and

OBITUA RY.
182 4. Jun e 8, at Trull 9 near Taunton ,

in th '£ 73rd year of bis age, Mr. Joseph
Billbtt , forty years master of the Free -
men* jol of the former place. His survivin g
par tner in life, to whom he had been
united for nearl y hal f a century , and
Sfjven of their offspring, have to mourn
Ijis loss. During the above period he was
an exemplary member of the Unitarian
^Baptist Chur ch, formerl y under the pas-
toral care of the venerable Dr. Toulmin .
The deceased was taken ill at Bristol
while on a visit to two of his daug hters ;
but finding his end approaching he has-
tened home to the bosom of his family,
desirous of finishin g his earth ly course
amidst the scenes and near the objects
which had long engaged his at tention
and affe ctions. H aving, with the calm
resignation and hope of the Ch ristian ,
bidden them a Anal farewell , he was
heard to declare himself read y for the
summons of death , expressing his grat i-
tude to his heavenly Father for the innu -
merable blessings which , durin g the long
cours e of his life, he had enjoyed *

June 27, at his brother 's house , Alden-
ham , Herts , aged 75 , Thomas Baker ,
M. D,, after a week's illness. He was a
member of the Unitarian Church at St.
Albans , and died as he lived, the good
man and amiable Christian.



death vrit h the feelings of an enlighten ed
faith and a rati onal piety. In the seasop
of endura nce lie had not to learn differen t
pr inciples f ro m those which had ani-
mated him in the season of exertion and
of hope. He had thou ght with habitual
seriousness ari d rever ence of God in the
br ightness of his earthl y prospect s, and
he could tfek& of the satne Befrt g with
confidence when the bri ghtness was be-
coming dim. With marr y reasons to
make life dear and pleasant , he was not
afra id to die ; and with a full feeling of
the pain which atten ds the separation of
affectionat e heart s, he forgo t ttbt the
pr omised joy of their re-union * It will
read ily be believed , that the death of
such a man has been a loss not merely
to his pro fession Or to his pr ivate friends ;.
Many were the sliicere prayers which
followed him to the shores of a foreign
land ; and many were the hearts made
sad by the tidi ngs that he was id return
no iflore . la his native city he had not
only entered with ardour into every useful
and honourable exercise of his talents in
connexion with his profession , but had
shewn a lively interest in every thing
that he thou ght likely to promote the
gener al improveme nt and welfare of so-
ciety. The Christian congregation to
which he belonged has lost in him a
most valuable and exemplary member.
The minister of that congregation has
lost in him (and deeply does he feel the
loss) a judicious friend , a willing adviser
and eri courager and helper in every plan
of Christian edification j one of whose
chara cter lie could think with satisfac -
tion , and to whose example he could
safely direct the attention of the young
as they rose to manhood ; one whose con-
versation , conduct and infl uence , would
be sure to recomme nd in the interc ourses
of daily life, the wisest lessons and most
ear nesr exhortations of the pul pit. In
the grief of such a loss it is soothing to
thin k that there may be some who have
caugh t from him the sparks of a kindred
fire . His continuance has indeed been
short , but it cannot have been in vain .
He has lived long enough to add another
pr oof that the way of wisdom is a way
of pleasantuess and peace—lon g enough
to shew the valu e of piety and virtue
whe n adm itted into close combination
wit h the business and hopes of the pre -
sent life—and , though not long enough
for the affections and wishes of his
fr iends, yet long enough to remain a
dear and sacre d and improving subj ect of
th eir remembrance.

J. G. R.

—fc

ADDITION .
Baron Maseres. (P. 364.)

His religious creed was contained in a
very narrow compass, and his Surviving
friends will never forge t the solemn man -
ner in which he used very frequentl y to
introd uce it. There are three creeds , he
would say, that are generall y acknow-
ledged in the Chr istian world , contra-
dictory in several respects to each other ,
and two of them composed by nobod y
k nows whom , and nobod y knows where.
My creed is deri ved from my Saviour ,
and the time when and the manner in
which it was utte red , gives it a title to
pre-em inence . A few hours before his
death , in an address to his Father , Ch rist
says , cc This is eternal life to know thee
the only true God ; an d Jesus Christ
whom thou hast sent," This is ray creed ,
and happy would it be for the Christian
wovl(l if it had been conten t with it and
never laid down any other articles for a
common faith - Hence ail the disputes
almost , which set Ch ristians at variance
with each other , and which arise chiefly
from scholastic term s, misunderstood and
misapp lied , he would confiue to the clo-

Obitua ry.—Mtes H * JE. F ishery-Rev. T* Rennelh—Rev\T. E. Beadey. 425

June 30, at Winchester y after a long
illness, the * Rev. Thomas Renn£i -l,
B. D.> Vicar of Ken sington , and Prebend
of South Grantham , Lincolnshire ,—well
known for his various publications in de-
fence of the Church as bylaw established -

Lately, at Uxbridge , aged 61, the Re\r ,
Thomas Ebenkzer Beaslev.

On Sat urd ay* -May- 15, at St. f v e s,
Hunts, in the 20th year of her age,
Harriet Euza ,. < daughter of Thomas
Escolme FiSHBfe , of that place, Attorney
at Law. Possessed of a srupei ior mind>
she bore a long and lingerin g illness with
Ch risti an fortitude - and humbl e submis-
sion to the will of the Deity. Highly
aeeomprlished , but diffident and unas -
suming, tha t worth was appreciate d by
her Mends , ~ of which she herself was
unconscious. The goodness of her hear t
and the sweetness of her disposition en-
deare d her to all who knew her , whilst
her modest walk and conduc t in life
afforded a pattern to all of her own sex.
Trul y affectio nate to her surviving pare nt ,
she was most fervently beloved by him,
who with long and unre mitting att ention
and anxiety endeavoure d, but vainl y en-
deavoured , to ward off the impending
blow which crushed at once the hopes of
years. Her friend s will long revere and
cherish her memory .

— mm
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DOME STIC.
Manch ester College , York.

On Sunday morni ng, June 27, the bu-
siness of the Examina tion -week in this
College commenced with a Sermon on
John xxi. 15—17, by the Rev. William
Turner , of Newcastle, Visitor , which , at
the united request of the Students and
Trustees , is sent to the press. On Mon-
ti av afternoon the three Hebre w Classes
were examined ail together , by written
papers , during thre e hours . On Tuesday
the three Mathematical Classes were
examined in a similar manner , for the
same length of time ; after which, Ora -
tions were delivered by Mr. Hovvorth , on
<c the Rejection of Christianit y by the
Heathen Philosophers ;" by Mr. Cromp-
ton , on " the Nature of the Prin ciple of
Justice ;" and by Mr. Lee, (in Lati n,) on
'* the Earl y Periods of the Roman His-
tor y." The examination of the thre e
Latin Classes then took place, during
three hours ; aud the business of that day
concluded with Orations , by Mr. Busk ,
on " Friendshi p;" Mr. Talbot , on u Ma n 's
Ignorance of the Future ;" and by Mr.
Ho lt , on " the Character and Adminis-
tration of Lorenzo de Medi ci." Wed -
nesday morning commenced with Theo-
logy and Ethics ; the several classes in
which were examine d togeth er during
three hours ; after which , M r. Wrefor d
read au Exposi tion of the 19th Psalm ;
Mr. IVfitchelsom , an Oration on " the
Necessity of the Christian Revelati on ;"
and Mr. Beard , a Latin Oration , oncc the Necessity of an accurat e Kn ow-
led ge of the Ancient Languages to the
right Interpret ation of the Scri pt ures. 1'
The three Greek Classes sat down at okg
o'clock , and till four continued to tran s-
late the passages pres cribed , and to form
written answers to the questions pro -
posed upon them in the print ed pa pers
delivered to each class : and the business
of this day concluded , as befor e, with
Orations , by Mr. R ussell, (in Latin ,) to
shew that " the Doctrine of the Immor -
tal ity of th e Soul was not employed by
the Ancie nt Phi losophers as a Mot ive to

a Virtuous Life ;" and by Mr. R. B. Asp~
land , on " the Poem of Childe Harold ."
Thur sdayj the Students in the second and
third years were examined two hours , in
the Evidences of Natural and Revealed
Religion. Orations were then delivered ,
by Mr. Tagart j oa " the Pulpit Eloquence
of England from the Civil Wars to the
Revolution ;" by Mr. Worthin gton , on
cc the J ewish Sacrifices , and the Effect
th ey were intended to produce on the
Mind of the Offe rer ;" and a Sermon on
1 Joh n ii. 17, by Mr. Payne. The exa-
minations of the Ancient and Modern
History, and Logic Classes, were then
conducted , vivd voce, from ten to half
past two, when Sermons were delivered
by Mr. Brown , on Psalm xvi . 8, and by
Mr. Ryland , on Joh n iii. 16; and the
whole concluded a little after four , by an
Address frp m the Visitor , which , at the
request of the Trustees presen t , is sent
for insertion in the Monthl y Re pository .(e Gentlemen ,—I assur e you I have
never had greater pleasure , daring the
seventeen year s that I have had the ho-
nour to close this Annual Examinati on ,
than in expressing the full sati sfaction
which this Assembl y has received , not
only from what has here passed befor e
us, but also from the highly favoura ble
report which your Tutors have given of
yo ur general conduct durin g the Session ;
which , indeed , has been such as, in a
good measure , to have of itself insure d
the very creditable appearan ce which you
have made in this Hall during the last
four days of close exam ination. Give
me leave to express our hope—it is 3 i
aru persuaded , our gener al hope and tr ust
—t hat the orderl y an d regular conduc t
of both the Senior and Jun ior Studen ts ,
of  those who are intended (or ci vil and
active life , as well as of students for the
ministry , will be effectual to give a tone
t o the manners of the In stitution , which
may regula te its proceedings and insu re
its usefuln ess for many fu tu re year s.

" But the most leadi ng feat ure of the
Session which we are now concl ud ing,
has been the spontane ous , I had al most
said the unencour aged , efforts of the
older Divin ity .Stu dents , to preach th e

sets of the learned , convinced that the
gospel was proclaimed to the poor ori -
ginally* and was never intended for
learned themes of discussion in the pul-
pit. Under the infl uence of th is creed
he was animated with a sincere piety
towards his Maker , whom he served as

a kind and benevolent Father , and witli
unfei gned charity for all his fellow-crea -
tures , whom he considere d as equal ob-
jects of the love and care of the great
Supreme .

Gent. Mag.

INTEL LIGENCE .



tr uth s and dut ies of the gospel to the
Inha bitants of several neighbour ing vil-
lages and small towns , while their juni or s
have accompanied them to teach in Sun*
day-Schools, and thus contrib ute , in a
jhumb ler, but not less effective manner ,
to the same great object of diffusing reli-
gious knowledge, and leading to the pro *
fession and practice of it. It has, indeed ,
been highly creditable to you, my young
frien ds , that you have thus voluntarily
and zealousl y devoted yours elves to an
ard uous undertaking ; without the pros -
pect of any other remunera tion than the
satisfact ion of doing good, and I hope . of
prom pting your own impro vement while
you are labouring for that of others . It
is a pleasing earnest that you have your
souls devoted to your pro fession and its
great objects ; that the love of Christ is
so shed abroad in your hearts , that you
are desirous to testif y it by ' feeding his
sheep.*—And I trust tha t you will reap
the rewar d of it , not onl y in pre sent
satisfactio n, but also in becoming, by this
exercise , better prepared for a successful
disch arg e of your public duti es, in what -
ever part of the flock of Christ you may
be called upon to serve th e Great Shep-
herd . Par ticularl y it will prove , at least
in my opinion , the most effectual means ,
at any rat e it .will serv e as a great auxi-
liary to any othe r means which may be
used , for encour aging the talent of a jus t
and easy expre ssion of the thou ghts as
occasions may require , and also that of
conduc ting the public services in our
ch urches with a correct and pleasing , an
animated and forcible delivery. It will
th us contr ibute , I trust effectuall y, to
remove the only objection to this Insti -
tut ion which I have heard broug ht against
it , as not afford ing sufficient facilities for
attaini ng that earnest , impre ssive, popu -
lar manner , which is so essent ial to the
success of young meu as pub lic teachers .

" At the same time give me leave, my
young fri ends , to offer to those of you
who are to return , a few word s of advice
and caution.

** In the first place, I hope you will
always recollect , that your missionary
exertion s on the Sunday should not be
allowed to inte rfere with the great pur -
poses of your resid ence 3ji this place ,
Vou know that you were sent here with
th e vie w to prepare yourselves for serv-
ing our regular churches , and also for
maint aining our credit in genera l society,
as well-educated and enlightened minis-
ters , and promoters of sound knowled ge
in the places where you may settl e : and
that you ought not to indulge in any
other occupa tion , however innocent or
even laudab le h\ itself, so far as to pre -

vent you from makin g the preparatio ns
necessary for your profitabl e attendanc e
on the Lectures , or fro m performing t|ie
other pr escribed exercises in this Insti *
tution.

i

" Secondly, let nue caution you not to
expect too much , or be discouraged by
any occasional failures . It is of the na-
t ure of youthful enthusiasm to be san-
guine , but , at the same time, to stumble
at obstacles , and to be disgusted with
opposition. You must expect to meet
with prejudices which you cann ot over-
come, with carelessness which you can-
uot impress , with positive wickedness
which you canuot reform . Be not pro -
voked by the former into hot and angry
disput es, or discourage d by the apath y
or sin fulness of the others to withdr aw
your instructions or reproof s. , Be ready
always to give an answer to every one
that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you, with meekness and fear ; instil
precept upon pr gcept , though you may
not per ceive the vessel filling ; write line
upon line , thou gh no legible characters
should for the present appear. It is
pleasanter , indeed , to sow the seed in
good ground ; but the bread which is
cast upon the waters is often found after
man y days , and the most refractory sub-
stances are melted down by coals of fire ,
j udiciously heaped upon their .heads.
Great patience , indeed , and a tru ly Chris-
tian sweetness of temper and disposition ,
are necessary to the mission ary preacher.

" Let me further advi se you not to
extend the scene of your operations to»
too great an extent and distance . If you
break up new ground , which you cannot
continue to cultivate , it will be in great
danger of afterwa rd s producin g weeds.
It had better even have been left in the
natural unproductiven ess of the plain
green sward . You will do well, there-
fore , to confine yoursel ves to a few places
at once ; such as may he within your
compass ; and if you can unite a few
together , or connect any of them with
alread y established places in the neigh-
bourhood , you may then , but perhaps not
till then , seek out for other stat ions.—
But in this , and indeed in all respects , it
will be best to hold a free communica-
tion with your Tu tors , whose advice will
keep you fro m any steps which may be
imprudent , or likely to be unsucce ssful.

" In every place I should advise you to
train up some one or more who may
conduct the wor ship in cases of your
occasional absence , if in no othsr , way*
at least by the help of ' printed rforma and
sermons. Such forms may easfi y be now
procured : a collection of them which ,
perha ps, will very well suit the purpos e.
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will short ly come before the public . It
is obvious that your fetation to this Col-
lege as Students , and the duties which
y4uf may be called upon to perform in
otir regular churches , the state of the
weather and ot your own health , and the
circumst ance of your return home at the
vacat ions, will ofte n necessaril y occasion
such absences. And if you get them into
only half a habit of attendin g publ ic wor-
ship, and that depend ent on the visit of
a distant minister , it is greatl y to be
feared that it will easily be laid aside
again .

4< Let me conclude, by entreating you
to recollect the limited powers both of
body and mind , with which it hath pleas-
ed the Giver ot all good to endo w his
crea tures ; and not to count too much
upon that measure of eitfier of them
which he may have given to any indivi-
dual . It is for wise purposes that these
powers are so limited ; among others ,
that we may not be proud of our talents ,
or g aff ed up by any little app lause or
success, but may always remember that
we hav e the treasure of tal ents and even
virtues * In earth en vessels, that the ex-
cellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us.'

" It now becomes my pleasing task to
distribute the testimonies of their good
opinion with which I have been directed
by the Commit tee* or made the instru-
ment of individual friend s, to distinguish
those who have been though t most emi-
ment in their several classes, or in ge-
neral regularity, diligence and proficiency.

" The two prize s offered by * a Friend
to the Institution * to the Mathematical
Students of the Urst and second years
have been adj udged respect ively to Mr.
Francis Darbishire and Mr . Henry Wil-
liam Busk . The two prizes offered by
Robert Phili ps, Esq., to the best Classical
Scholar in the first and second years , to
Mr. Darbishire of the firs t year , and Mr.
A. T. Russell , of the second. The pri ze
offe red by Euel pis for the best tran slation
into Greek fro m some Engli sh Historian ,
to Mr. George Lee. The two pr izes
offered to Studen ts in the firs t year , one
by G. W. Wood , Esq., for the best spe-
eimens of English Composition produ ced
in the week ly exercises of the class ; ano-
ther by Dr. Carpent er , for the greatest
proficienc y in Composition dur ing the
Session, have been adj udged , by the Stu-
dents themselves , Mr. Wood 's to Mr.
Edward Higginson , Dr. Ca rpen ter 's to
Mr. Stephen Cornish Fre eman . The
priz e for the beat Oration , delivere d at
this Exat ninatioir , to Mr. Edward Tag-art ;
for the greatest attention to : improve -
ment iu -Elocution duri ng the Session ,

and ai9o Mr . Wood's for the foefct-ddH ver -
ed Oration on this oceasioii/ io Mr. Ro-
bert firook Aspfaiid , The second >nd
third prizes foir gene ral Diligence, Regu-
larity and Proficiency are adjud ged to
Mr. Francis Dar t>ishife arid Mr. Eel ward
Hi gginson. If it were n6t necessary to
limit the number of prizes , it would have
been gratifying on this occasion to have
distributed many others . I hope my
young friends will feel a pleasure in this
general testimony of approbatio n, almost
as much as if each had been personally
distinguished.

" You are aware, my young friends,
tha t th ere still remains a prize, and that
the highest and most valuabl e for the
honourab le distinction which attends it ,
which it is to myself, as I am sure it is
to us all, a subject of the deepest regret ,
that I cannot per sonal ly deliver. It is
the firs t prize for Regul arity/ Diligence
and consequent Proficiency, which I be-
lieve you will all ack nowledge has been
dul y earned by Mr . James M artinea u,
for whose absence , and the occasion of
it , we all too deeply feel to trus t our -
selves to say much : it is a subject on
which I , at least, from najr own personal
connexion in intimate fr iendshi p with
those immediately interested , feel it pru -
dent to decline enlar ging.* Such exam-
ples of the earl y extinction of ta lents and
virtues of the highest order , as we have
witnessed during the last few years, are
surel y enough to impress us deeply; and
while they will not , I trust , weaken, in
the slightest degree, the firmness of our
trust in tl>e ultimate wisdom and good-
ness of God, under the most painfu l ap-
pointments of his pro vidence, they will
natural ly dispose us all to rejoic e vyith
trembling , and will lead you , ray young
friends , to work while it is called to-day,
since the night of death may come—how
soon we know not—-in which no man
can work /*

The friends of the Institution who were
present on this occasion were J oseph
Strutt , Esq. , Presiden t; Abrah am Cr orap-
ton , Esq., and the Rev, J ohn Kentish ,
Vice-presidents ; G. W. Wood, Esq.,
Treasurer ; and Robe rt Phili ps, J upior ,
Esq., Assistant Treasurer ; M essrs. Beal-
by, Bell , Darbishire , Davvson, Hedder-
wick, H. Kinder , T. Eyre Lee, Pa get ,
R yland , Sanderson , Offley Shore , Talbot ,
Tay lor , R. Wellbeloved and H ugo Wor-
thington , and the Rev. Messrs . Astley ,
Higginson , S. Heinekin , H utt ,on , LL .IX ,
Public Examiner ; Lampo rt , Lee, M ar-
don , Ph ilipps , D. D., Worsl ey, jun., and
Turner, Visitor.

? Sec Obituary, pp. 424, 425 .
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Kent Sf  Susses Unita rian Association.
Tenterden, July \p 1824.

The Twel ft h Anniversary of this meet-p-
ing took place here on June 30.

Our Unitarian Mends fro m different
parts of the two counties , began to col-
lect around us soon 'after eight, and con-
tinue d increasin g till eleven , the appoint-
ed time of their assembling in a place,
long ren dered sacred to the worsh ip of
ike one only  living and true God,,

Although through the week many of
our brethre n are engaged in worldl y
concern s, or in their dail y labou r, yet
about 400 persons were collected togethe r
ia the chapel at the above hour . Mr.
Thomas , from Chatham , conducted wit h
great propriety the introduct ory service
of prayer and reading the Scri ptures.
Mr. Wate rhouse , from Boston, in Ame-
rica , offered up the second prayer ; and
this, not with the colloquial familiarity
too often discoverable, but with what we
conceive to be the true spirit and proper
langua ge of this most sacre d, yet con-
soling and animating dut y. After this ,
Mr. Fox , fro m Acts xvii. part of the 23d
verse , delivered a most luminous and
impressive discourse ; taking into his
view, as grou nded on our first great prin-
ciple as Unitarians , all the leadin g senti-
ments , truths and hopes which flow out
of it. He proved , with an evidence al-
most forcing its way to the mind, that
the Unity of God , or that he is, strictl y
speaking , one person , is in agreement
with the light of nature ; suppo rted in
the dispensation by M oses, and most de-
cisively confirme d in that which was
communicated by J esus Christ ; that it
was coeval with the creation , and equall y
with the Divine Essence , eternal .

Mr. Fox illustrated thi s great truth ,
mor e immediatel y fro m this seventeenth
chapt er of the Acts , which he forcibl y
main ta ined , and , we think , proved to be
thr ough out Unitarian , He then called
u pon all ar ound him to continue firm
and resolved in pro fessing and supporting
sentim ents which he considered as essen -
tia l to the J Tivine glory, necessar y to the
successful defence of revelation , and in
th e hi ghest degree use fu l in pr omotin g
th e best inter est and happiness of all
reasonable beings .

After the necessary business of the
Associati on , those who inclined procee ded
to t he Woolpack Iuu : a compan y of gen-
tlemen and ladies to the number of 138
dined together ; which considerab ly in-
creased afte r the cloth was removed .Non Notts Domine was then sung ; Mr .Tri be, of Chatham , called to th e Chai r,which he very ably filled. Messrs. Fox ,
Holden , TapJin , Ellis, Hardin g, Gr is.

brook , and J. and H- Greetv then , as tlie
sentiments wer e given , severall y add ressed
the company . Mr. Fok was particula rly
happy in the turn he gave to the wards ,
in which the thanks of the Associated
Body had been conveyed to him ;, and
both in this and in a subsequent speech ,
in the point of his observati ons, and if I
may be allo wed the term , in the elec*
tri e strokes of his eloquence , produced a
correspondi ng effect upon ali arouti d him*

At six the company separated , and
formed themselves into differen t tea par *
ties, previou sly to their return to their
respective homes ; nor has this Associa-
tion ever had a more interesting, a more
trul y gratif ying, and , I would persuade
mysel f, more instructive meeting.

LAWRENCE HOLDEN.
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Southern Unitaria n Society .
The Annual Meeting of this Society

was held at Chichester , on the 30th June .
In the morning the Rev. James Hews
Bransb y, of Dudley , in a discours e, found -
ed on 1 Tim. ii. 5 , ably contrasted the
popul ar doctrine of the union of the DU
vine and Human Natures in the person
of Ch rist , with the apostolic declaration ^that the Man Christ Jesus is the One
Mediator between God and Men . An
earnest wish was expressed by the mi-
nisters and membe rs present , that this
clear and forcible exposure of one o»f
the most favourite retreating places of
Athanasian sophistry should be publish -
ed ; and , as the Society 's finances have
not for some years past admitted of
printing the Annual Sermons , a separat e
subscri ption was en tered into for the
purpose —to accomp lish which , the con-
sent of the respe cted author is now alone
wanting. Mr. Bransby also delivered a
Lecture in the evening, recommending a
serious and attentiv e stud y of the Scri p-
tures , fro m 1 Peter iii. 15. The intro-
ductory services wer e conducted by the
Revs. Russell Scott , of Portsmouth ; J. B.
Bristowe , of Ring wood ; and E. Kell , of
Newport.

The Rev. J. Ful lagar was called to the
Chair , after the morning service ; when
the Secretary and Treasurer having made
his Report , t he cordial thanks of the
Meeting were voted to the Rev. J. H.
Bransb y for his admirable sermon ; and
in addition to the usual business the fol-
lowing Resolutions were carried unani -
mousl y, an d the Chairman request ed to
notify th eir contents to th e distinguished
person s mentio ned in them i—

Resolved* That while, as Unitarian Dis-
scniers , deepl y lamenting the failure of
t he late application to Parliament to re-
lease them f rom the necessity of sotetn-



nizing their marriages accor ding to a
form of religious service , in which they
cannot conscientiously engage , the So-
ciety feels itself called upon , in justice
and gratitude , to offer its sincere ackn ow-
ledgmen ts to the Most H onourable the
Marqui s of Lansdowne , for the prom pti-
tude and the abil ity with which he bro ught
the subj ect forward ; to the Right Hon.
Lord Hol land , for the generous ardour
with which he supported it ; to His Grace
the Archbishop of Canterbury , for the
enlightened and trul y Christ ian senti -
ments which he avowed on the occasion ;
and to all those Noble Lords who , by
voting in the minority , sign alized them -
selves as the disinterested friends of reli-
gious freedom .

Resolved, That th is Society, while dif-
ferin g in many points from the religious
op inions wh ich the London Missionary
Society is formed to disseminate ; yet
conceiving that even in conne xion with
ver y erroneo us doctrines , much of the
sterling excellence of the gospel is oft en
preserved ; cannot but deep ly dep lore the
late proceedings in Demerara against the
Eev. Joh n Smith ; and its thanks , t here -
fore , are eminentl y due to H. Broug ham ,
Esq., to Sir James Mackintosh ) and to
the other Members of the Commons
House of Parliament , who , in repro bating
those pro ceedings, not mere ly defended
the cause of reli gious libert y, but elo-
quently and unanswerabl y maintained the
ri ght , and urged the duty of Christians to
convey to the wret ched childre n of slavery
the precepts and ho pes of the gospel .

An economical dinner was provided at
the Swan Inn , at which the Rev . J. Ful -
laga r presided with his usua l ability. Al-
thoug h man y of the older members were
prevent ed fro m at tending, it was grati -
fying to witness a larger number of per-
sons pr esent thau on any form er occasion.
Most of the ministers present and sever al
laymen addressed the com pany ; a livel y
Interes t appeared to be generall y ta ken
in accounts given of the progress of Chris -
tian truth , an d a disposition manifested
to assist in promoting it . Mr. Beard , of
Portsmouth , state d , t hat he had latel y had
occasion to visit the I sland of Gue rnsey,
and was gr atified by finding there a hand-
ful of inquirers aft er truth , meet ing in an
upper chamber for reli gious worsh i p an d
mutua l edifi cation , who had , like him-
self, travelsed all t he mazes of the wil-
derness of error , even fro m the hi gh
mount of Aut inoinianisrn , until the y had
at lengt h found rest to their weary spirit s ,
in t he goodl y, peace fu l land of Unit arian -
ism. Their case will not esca pe (he no-
tt ice of th e Committee. Seve ral new
members wer e ad ded to the Society .

P ortsmouth . D. B. P.

The following notes have been received
from Mr , Brougham and Sir J ames
Mac kintosh , in rep ly to the Resolutions
transmitted to them .

" London, July  10, 1824.
" Rev . Sir ,

" I have had the honour of receivin g
your letter , enclosing the Resolution of
the Chich ester Unitarian Society . I feel
extreme ly gratified by this mark of kind-
ness fro m a body of men whos e con-
scientious att achment to their own opi-
nions appears to be combined with the
most liberal views towards those who
differ from them ; and 1 beg you to con-
vey to that body my thanks for the ho-
nour conferred upon me.

" I am , with great respect ,
€C Your most obedient and faithfu l

servan t ,
" H. BROUGHAM.

*c To the Rev. J. Fullagar "

€C Cadogan Place , 10 th Jul y > 1824.
" Rev . Sir ,

<c I am very sensible of the high value
of the approb ation of the Southern Uni-
tarian Society bestowe d on rny parlia-
mentary exertions in the case of the Rev.
Jo hn Smith. If any thing could enhance
the honour of being commended as an
advocate of relig ious liberty, it would be
the rare consistency with which you con -
tend for the enjoymen t of that sacred
right by< those fro m whose opinions you
most widel y differ. Noth ing can , in my
opinion , more evince an enlightened re-
verence for the Christian reli gion , than
the princi ple which you profess , t hat the
greatest errors of Christian sects cannot
entirel y eclipse its divine light.

" I request you to convey my thanks
to the Southern Unitarian Society, and
to accept them yourself , for the politeness
with which you transmit the Re solution
of the Society in wh ich you presid e.

" I have the honour to be,
" Rev. Sir ,

u Yours , very trul y,
" J . MACKINTOSH.

<c To the Rev. J. Fullagar : *

Devon and Cornwall Unitarian As-
sociation .

On Wednesday, J ul y 7, the Ann ual
Meeting of the Devon and Cornwall Uni-
tarian Association was held at Collum p-
ton , and althoug h the weather was very
unfavourable , several friends attende d
fro m Exeter , Honi ton and Credi ton. —
The morning service was introd uced |>y
Mr , Smethurst , of More ton ; and Mr.
Acto n , of Exeter * prea ched from 1 Cor.
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x. 15, fro m which he took occasion to
re pel the insinuations generall y circu-
lated , that Unitaiiaus main tain the su-
perio rit y of reason to revelation , and
limi t by the scale of their own proud
und erstan dings the mean ing and extent
of the oracle s of God.

The evenin g service was introduced by
Mr. Smethurst ; and Mr. Acton again
preac hed from J ohn iv. 13, 14, from
which he stated the erroneous nesS of the
too common representatio ns, that Uni-
ta riani sin is inadequate to supply the
spiritu al necessit ies of man in the different
situa tions and circums tances of life, and
that it furnishes no support in the dyin g
hour. The serv ices were heard with
dee p attention , and were well calculate d
to weaken many popular prej udices , and
to make a strong and (we hope) a per -
mane nt impress ion .

In the course of the business of the
meeting, a letter was rea d from Mr.
Mart in to the Secretary of the Devon
and Cornwa ll Missionary Society recentl y
established at Exeter. It stated that the
prospe cts of Unitarianism in the district
of Cornwall in which Mr. Mar tin is at
present employed , are far from being
unpromis ing. The Unitarian tracts are
eagerl y read and circulated , and his mis-
sionary serv ices in most places well at-
tended.

The business of the Society having
been finished , about th irty of its friends
dined together at the Inn. After dinner
several toasts and sentime nts were pro -
posed connecte d with the princi ples and
objects of the meeting. Among these,
the names of the Archbisho p of Canter -
bury and the Bishop of Exeter were
given, because it was thou ght that opi-
nions so libera l as they have recentl y and
publicly expressed deserve the gratitude
of the friends of freedo m. " The Mar-
quis of Lansdow ne, Lord Holland , and
t he other senators who have advocated
the ri ghts of their coun trymen ," were
also remembered , and , it is believed ,
with such feelings as their manl y, con-
sistent and disinteres ted exertions oug ht ,
and we trust cannot fail , to excite.

The memory of the late lamented Mr.
Br own , who had long been a main pil-
lar of the small Collu tnpton congre gation ,
and th at of Mr. S. Shute , who was also
an old and valuable member of it , were
dr ank in silence . And it was remem-
bered wit h regret that they had left none
behind th em who could fill the place
they must fill no more.

The meeting broke up with general
satisfactio n , and it was hoped that the
interests of the Association had been p ro-
moted by all that had taken place during
th e day.

Collumpt on, Jul y 8, 1824.

Eastern Unitarian s Soctetg.
The Twelfth Yearl y Meeting of this

Society was held on Wednesday , J une
30th , and Thu rsday, Jul y 1st, at Ipswich.
The service on Wednesda y evening was
introd uced by Mr. Clack , of Framling -
ham ; Mr. Selby, of Lynn , delivere d the
pra yer ; and Mr . Scargili , of Bur y St.
Edmunds , preach ed fro m John i. 29,
" Behold th e Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world ." On Thurs -
day morning , Mr. Valentin e, of Diss, and
Mr. Madge , of Norwich, read the Scrip-
tures and pray ed ; after which Mr. Asp-
land preached from Ephesians Iv. 4—6.
This discourse , as well as that deliver ed
ou the preceding evening, was eminentl y
adapted to advance the cause of reli gious
truth , and it is hoped that both preachers
will comply with the unanimous request
of the Society that their sermons may be
made more extensively serviceable to
that cause , by their appea ring in prin t.

After servic e the usual business of the
Society was transacted :—G . Watson ,
Esq., in the Chair. The Repo rt of the
Comm ittee was received  ̂ and the Secre-
tary was dire cted to request its insertion
in th e Christian Reformer. * The next

* See this month' s Ch ristian Reformer.

Yearl y Meeting was appointed to be held
at Framlingham , on the last Wednesd ay
in June and the following day.

Fifty-eight gentlemen afterwards dined
toget her , and after dinn er about twenty
ladies , and several othe r members of the
I pswich and Frarnling ham congregations ,
joine d the party. Thomas Robinson , Esq.,
of Bury, presided .

It is gratif ying to remark how much
the interest of these meetings increases ,
and how completel y the expe riment of
fo rming an Association in the Eastern
District has succeeded. At tli e former
Anniversary at Ipswich thirty- seven per -
sons only atte nded , and now that number
was more tha n doubled. After dinner ,
Mr. Aspland , Mr. Toms, Mr. Madge ,
Mr. Scargili , Mr. Selby and Mr. Latham
add ressed the company, and imparted a
degr ee of inte rest and animation to the
meet ing, which , it is hoped , will not
easily be forgotten. E. T.
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Op ening of the Unitarian Chapel p
Todmorden , and Ann ual Associa-
t ion of the Unit aria ns of Rochdal e >
Rossenda le, Sf t \
On Whit-Sunday, June the 6th , a new

building was opened for religious wors hip
on Unitarian principles in Tod mord en , a
village in the beautifu l and thickl y popu-
lated valley in which the counties of
Yorkshire and Lancashire meet. Di\
Philipps , of Sheffield / delivered in the



mornin g au interesting sermon from those
approp riate words or Jesus to the Sa-
marit an woman, Joh n iv. 23* 24. The
Rev. W. Stevens, late of Newport , Isle
of Wight , preached in the afternoon ,
from 1 Cor. k 23, " We preach Christ
crucified ,*' &c. The Kev. G. Harris , of
Bolton , delivere d in the evening aa elo-
quent exposition of the words of the
apostle to Timoth y* 2d Epist. ch. ii- ver.
8, 9. Fr om the circumstances of the
delight ful serenity of the weather and
considerable pains havin g been tak en to
gke notori ety to the intentions 6f the
Society, immensel y crowded audiences
were collected. Man y friends to the
cause from the neighbouring congrega -
tions enlivened the interesting occasion
by their pre sence.

The chapel is a very neat and com-
modio us stone building, (stone being
abu udant in the vicini ty,) capable of seat-
ing 400 people. The plan of the interior
is somewhat resemblin g an amphith eatre ;
but very few ranges of sittings are on the
level of the floor , and these are to be
held as f ree sittings ; the rest are raised
owe above another , the higher sittings
being of sufficient elevat ion to allow of a
room beneath , capable of containing 150
persons , which may be used as a school
or lecture -room. A tolerabl y large bu-
rial ground is attached to the chapel ,
and this ground , as well as that on
which the chapel stands , is freehold .

This is one of those instances , of which
so man y have occurre d, and of which,
doubtless , many more will occur , demon-
stratin g the great value of the services
of that eminentl y useful and highly-re -
spected man , the Rev. Richard Wri ght.
In the summer of 1818, Mr. Wri ght , ac-
companied by Mr. F. Horsfield , visited
Todmorden , at the invitation of two or
three individual s who had heard him
preach at Rochdal e. A room was pro -
cured for the pur pose, and Mr. Wrigh t
and Mr. Hors field preache d several times
to as large audiences as the room would
admit. This was the first time th at
Unitarian ism was ever publi cly preached
in this populous neighbourho od. Mr.
Wri ght has visited them once since, and
has continued to encourag e, by occasion-
al letter s, the few who had manifest ed
themselves frien dly to the cause of Uni-
tarian Christianity . They have eagerl y
embraced every opport unity that offered ,
through any minister visiting them, of
exciting public attention , and hare always
succeeded in dr awing together large au-
diences. But for the first four years they
had no regula r services, and during this
time they were much indebted to the
occasional visits of Messrs . Har ris and
Jones. After the organization of the
Lancashire and Cheshir e Missionary So-

ciety
 ̂

they were enabled to bold regular
services, which, and especially consider -
ing the meanness of the accommoda tion,have been exceedingly well atte nded'
More than half of the sittings in th e
chapel were let before it was opened , and
a considerable numb er since* The pro s-
pect of a flourishi ng interes t in this place
is very promising. Though religious preju-
dices are strong with many, there is an
evident disposit ion amon g others to hear
and inquire . Mr. Stevens, who has been
spending , a few month s with them, has
commenced a cours e of six lectures on
the prin cipal subj ects in the Unitar ian
controversy, on which many, of different
sects an4 from a distan ce, attend. A
chapel library and sunda y-schools will be
established immediatel y.

The congregation at Todmo rden hope ,
that after this statem ent , not only will
no apology be expected of them, but
they shal l receive the pra ises of the
friends and supporters of the general
cause , though they have fart her to in-
form them that they have incurr ed th e
responsi bility of a considerable debt ,
rel ying upon the approbation and conse-
quentl y assistance of societies and indi -
viduals. The total amount of subscri p-
tion s and collections at the openin g is
£407 I Bs. 6±d. Excepting the collec-
tions at the opening, the whole of this
sum has been raised by th e congr egation .
The expenses of the building and ground
are £990 12*. bd. The balan ce, of debt
upon the Chape l is consequentl y £582
13*. 10j§c/. Subscriptions will be received
by Mr. Thomas Thom as, Todmorden ;
Rev. R. Aspland , H ackney ; Rev . Richard
Wri ght , Trowbrid ge.

On Whit -Monday , June 7, the Annual
Association of th e Unitarians of Roch -
dale , Rossendale , &c, was held in the
above Chapel . The morning service was
introd uced by the Rev . N. Jones , late
of Bolton ; and the Rev. Dr. Ph ilipps
preached from u What think ye of Chr ist ?"
&c. The Rev. Geo. Harris delivered in
the evening a discourse repl y ing to tlie
charges commonl y brough t against Uni-
tarians. Afte r the morning service the
friends withdrew to the Golden Lion In n
to dine . Abou t 100 persons sat down
to a very comfortable and economical
dinner , Dr. Phili pps taking the chai r.
The reports given by the representa tives
of the different societies belon ging to the
Association were encour aging, and par-
ticularl y the accounts of the flourish ing
state of some of the schools . After din-
ner the room nlled to excess : at about
six o'clock the company separated to f alee
a little refreshm ent before the evenin g
service , highly gratified with wha t they
had seen and hear d . W. S.
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\ (Applause/ ) He did not like that ttmiH-r
tude so well, however , because t<l: > jp
it appealed that the great est conquerdr

i would, eve he left the field, lose the
i pleasure he derived from the recoilectioa
' of his victory, and every emotion of ex*
r ultation would pass away when he re*

membered how many of those who ia
the mornin g had surrounded biip, galr
lant , gay afid good^-full of life, patriotic
zeal and noble ardo ur-—th e sun, ere hs
set, saw lying, not dishonour ed and ia*
glorious, but bleeding and in the duat J
and when Che softest zephyrs that blew
would bring to his ear some hollow
moanin g sound f rom a wounded comrade
or an expiring frien d. It seemed to him
as though the wrea th round the warrior 's
brow would become instantly flighted ,
and the pain of xaemory would more than
count erbalance the plaudits of a congre -
gated world . (Applause ,) It was with
no feeliags of that nature that he (M r*
W.) presented himself to the society that
then surrounded him* but rat her as one
who retai ned to his native village, which
he found as in the days of his innocence
and youth , blooming with fair and beau-
tiful flowers , where he saiir the trees
which had been planted in his infaocy,
and which had ** growa with his - growth ,?
now spreadin g forth their luxurious folir
age, and whej?e he was glad to behold
those old and venerable oaks untouched
by the ivinter of age, still verdant and
im&di og* beneath whose umbrageous
shelter his childhood had reclined , and
bis mamly limbs delighted ever to repose*
(Applause ,) He would not occupy the
time 0f the Society by a«y further <ter
scr ipt ion of bis own feelings, as the
health of the Noble Chairman suffered
much from heated atmos pheres ana
erowded assemblies, smd the Covamtttve
had pledged themselves, on his mnde~
ecendtn g again to preside , to endeavour
as wug& as possible to jaseelerafce the
business of the day, lest t?ha t foeaUh,
which was dear not only to the Itfoblfe
Lord ^s family aiud <eouatry » but to ei^ery
frien d of freedom throughout Abe-. world*should suffer from the interest }w mani*
jfested in their proceedings , aad the kiwi*
»$&$ he had again displayed. (Applause.)
Afc on fcnecr occasions , he (Mr. W.)
would, *b ti) c first place, direct, fihai r
att eution tt) tbose eivcu&mumcvs which
were »<#t cxompjlBted at the last a»xi iv;e*v
fiary . Amojagsi tthese was a case ««br
mitted to t int Society f rom some l^s^ecu
Ab)e pe^6i*«rt at Angkfte a , in North Wales,
wbidfei bid ra»de a considemb ^ ln»ipne!6#-
«iwa, iesocially fup&a 'the female poit oi
*lie satori itiory. It was that of 

 ̂
ptereoH

who Ivas deterieSaed th at his wife, who
iiad pra ted wiiicb by associat ing with a

s

TnteiRgence ^Prctestf int Satie ty t Mr. Wi\k&r$ Speedf i. 435

VOL ,. XIX. 3 K

Prv testarM Society f o r  the Protection
qf Religious Liberty.

Q# Saturday, May 15* ibe Tbir tewth
AniHwreajy Meeting pf tbis Society mm
hfijd «t the City of JUoodor i TftVQr»« The
great jw>ra was filled at a© earf y bo«r by
a very respect abfe ass^tabla g  ̂ of lft&£9
and gent lemen, »otwiths!t9»4ing a be*^y
fail of rain dur ing the whole of the
morning*

A t eleven o^clock Lord Howa np twk
the ohair  ̂by iuvitation of tbe Qommiuee,
Uis Lordship was received with very
warm and geneml applaase*

The Ch4ih^^^ eongr atuJ ^ted tbe Me^tr
ing on the assemblage winch he saw
before bun, and request ed their &nmmn
wtiile the Animal Report of the Qmx+
mittee was read-

In consequence of the absence &f
Thomas Pella tt, Esq*, ibf Hooprar y Se>
cretary, who was unaToid ^bly detained
by some professional en gagewent^,

The Rev. J ohn Hunt, Qf Che1m»f wdt
stood forwar d to read tfcg Annu^i Rt>
port of -tfee" proc eedings of the CowmUtee*
H<e said it would necessarily occupy a
short tiuae, duri ng whi&, probably  ̂t&eiir
respeeted friend. Mr ^ J ^bn Wilks# wewid
arrive , to deliver his annua l iddres^>
(AppbweO Tbe R# vf GentJ eojan then
read the Report , which minutely deta iled
the assistance given by the Commu tes m
a gre^t cumber of instances, in different
par ts of England and Wales, in which the
exercise of publ ic worship by Dimentem
had been interfe red with and obstruct ed.

The principal ca$es were afterwards
selected for auir rijadverfeioii in th© add ress
oi Mr. Wilk g, who enter ed the rpoua
while the Report was reading, „ As 3QPQ
as it wa« concluded,

Mr. Wi^lxs ro^e* 
His pr^e&oe wa$

ha iled with reiter ated acclamat ions f rom
every par<c of jtbe room. H«e said fee was
sure that it was impossib le be should
uot be ever ready to give bi« beat ser vices
u> a weethig which recguwcl him wih
such kindn ess, a*id swcli mi «i&ce$fj of
unmeri t ed applause- On ib» t and on att
otter cUinua i occasions <m wbicja it was
his duty to addr ess the»^, it appe^ed to
him ijht^t he resembled a man> wh<  ̂ afte r
some years of absence , z&nm descended
into 4be aanphkhea tir<e, ftvi^<e> in $&£
days of his ymab* be had lyaoeiyed /rom
atssetmbieri Greece or the Bonijaa citi^eo.s,,
those wfieath s which a^im^t^d him to
the effort s be waa tbiea wakiu g, aad
wliich were i^ore thaw » reward fou ^ny
^>il6 or perils he migbJt m<€m i <w? t»
»eemed to r«jeniW<* en m#tt> m*o i^w^<«uoceasfttll y led fci3 cw»ntr ymfen to ba<£te#irod ^gaia of»r the tmwi|ibuwi ^5«eWwJ»€ t e feo t»udb laow^ttir had i>cc«i w#.



congregation of Calvinistic Metho dists in
that island , should no longer frequen t
the meetings , and who in order to pre -
vent her fro m attending, had committed
an outra ge fro m which huniamty recoiled ,
and which reli gion must disapprove . He
had entered the meeting, seized his wife,
and with a handkerchief round her
mouth , by which she was nearl y stran -
gled , dragged her from the house of
peace and prayer ; and sorr y he (Mr. W.)
was to say , that such was the state of
English law, that it seemed at firs t as
if no punishment could be inflicted for
the assault on the woman. It was, how-
ever , at leas t due to social order that
such a violation of public worshi p should
not be suffered to pass unnoticed . A
prosecution was instituted , and the of-
fender was found guilty, but something
induced the magistrates to suspend pass-
ing sentence upon him for that of which
a jury of his country had convicted him.
The excuse was , that the Registrar of
the Bishop had not entered in some book
or roll the certificate of registration de-
livered to him by the con gregation , in
comp liance with the provisions of the
law. All that was requi red by the Tole-
ration Act , or the subsequent amend -
ment , was , that the congregation should
notif y their intention of assembling for
pub lic worshi p to the Clerk of the Peace ,
or tu the pro per ecclesiastical office r of
the Bishopric or Archdeacon ry in which
the place was situated. This congr ega-
tion had complied with all that the Act
of Parliament required. If the entry had
been neglected , were their rights to be
impugned , because an act which they
could not ascertain had not been done
by a person whom they could neither
punish nor controul ? Th is, however ,
appeare d to the Chairman of the Quarter
Sessions a sufficien t ground to suspend
the operation of the law against th e
offender. The Chai rman had also given
it as his opinion , with what gallantry he
(Mr . W.) would leave it to the meeting
to j udge , that according to the Eng lish
law a man had an unques tionable ri ght
to exercise this dures se over his wife , and
that if she presumed to worshi p God in
any other edifice or form th an that which
he approved , he might clearl y, according
to the civil law , with whi ps and clubs ,
inflict such punishment on her as the
offence required . (Hear.) Under these
circumstances , a solicitor of Wales had
app lied to the Committee for assistance ,
and they had obtained the opinion of a
gentlem an whose high legal knowledge ,
and whose recent elevation to the judici al
bench taught them to expect that he
would not now contradict the opinions
which ia his inferior , thbugh still emi-

nent situat ion , he had thou ght prop er to
give. Mr. Littledale , whose opinion he
was abo ut to quote , said , that it was
impossible that a man could be allowed
to exercise such an authority over his
wife, and that he was punishable by law
for his harsh and unman l y condu ct ,
equal ly inconsistent with the feelings tha t
common humanit y and conjugal affectio n
should insp ire . (Applause.) Mr. Litt le-
dale add ed , that there was also unqu es-
tionabl y a violat ion of public worshi p, and
therefore that the Ma gistrates could not
refuse to pass sentence. This opinion
was communicated to the Chairman of
the island. He hesitated no more , and
the man who had so grossl y offended
against the interests of religion and hu-
manit y, suffered the punishment that the
law pr escribed. He (Mr. Wilks) regretted
that such opinions as those of the Chair-
man of the Anglesea Sessions should have
been pro nounced in this country, and
especiall y among the ardent and benevo-
lent descendants of the remainder of its
ancie nt populati on. He was deligh ted
with the contrary opinion given by a
jud ge of South Ca rolina. The opinion s
of the Eng lish commentators , which were
of author ity in the American Courts , and
the doctr ines of the civil law, were gravel y
developed to him , but they were not sa-
tisfactor y to his jud gment . The law of
America , said he, shall now be mad e
known to the world , and perhaps I can-
not better state it than in the words of a
poet and a dramatist (Mr. Tobin) who
was the ornament of Eng land :—" The
man who lays his hand upon a woman ,
except in affection , is a brute , whom it
were gross flattery to call a coward ."
(Continued app lause.) In the ancient
city of Cante rbury, there had occurred a
case than which few were better deser ving
of att ention . The persons there , it was
true , were not contributors to the So-
ciety, ari d they belonged to one of tho se
ver y num erous sects which were sprin ging
up, perhaps , too rap idly. But they were
poor , destitute , an d neglected. They
were nu merous , but wealth had not fol-
lowed their numbers. They had asked
for prot ect ion , and in proportion to the
sternn ess an d might of the oppres sor
should be manifested energy to res ist
him , an d that pr omptit ude of zeal which
he knew the Society gloried to disp lay .
(A pp lause.) It appeared on invest iga-
ting the case, that there had been a
succession of riots by which the peace of
the ci ty had been disturbed , and the lives
of its inoffensive inha bitants exposed to
danger , and that rh ese proceedi ngs had
been patronized by those who should
with gentlen ess, if not authority, have
repulsed the risin g tumults. If some

434 Intelligen ce.—Protestant Society : Mr. Wilhtf s Speech „



str on g and decisive measure s had not
been tak en , the congregation must have
been discontinued. A prosecution was
commenced , but here the magistrate s
not only required , as at Anglesea , that
the place should have been reg istered by
the officer to whom the notice was sent ,
but that a duplicate of the notice should
have been transmitted by him to the
Clerk of the Peace . The object of thi s
provision of the Toleration Act was to
enab le both the relig ious and civil au-
thor ities to exercise that wholesome ju -
risdictio n of which no reasonabl e friend
to religious liberty could complain , but it
was at the same time manifest that over
these officers the Dissenters had no
power , and it was not possible for them
even to know whether the communica-
tion was actu ally made. A great and
obvious difficulty was thus raised ; for as
the law required only an annual com-
mun ication , no Dissenting congre gation
could safely commence worship in the
interval , till the whole cycle of the year
had rolled away. It appeared , however ,
that the registrar had accurately returned ,
as he thought , all the papers deposited
with him , but the city of Canterbury
being a county of itself, the notice trans-
mitted to the Clerk of the Peace had not
complied with the provision s of the Act ;
and therefore it was held by the magis-
trates , that the tum ults by which the
congregation had been interrupted , and
their lives hazarded , were not illegal ,
because the place was not dul y regis-
tered. An appe al to a higher tribunal
then became necessary, and the case was
tried , not before the M ayo r and Corpo -
ration of Canterbury , but before the
Jud ges of Assize ; and here he (Mr . W.)
could not re frain fro m pay ing his tribute
of respect to the Judges of the land , for
the impartialit y they had always mani -
fested. The case came on before Mr.
Baro n G raham , who was a gentleman
as well as a judg e, and when it was
cont ended that the place must not only
have been registered , but that the -dup li-
cate must have been transmitted , he
stopped th e Counsel , and told him that
his propositio n was intolerable—that all
the law require d of Dissenters was , that
th ey should give notice of their places of
meeting, and that having so done they
had fu lfilled the ir duty, and became full y
entitle d to the protection of the law.
(A pp lause.) Another objection was then
taken , namel y, that females officiat ed .
Th is sect bore the denomination of Ar ~
niunan Bible Christians , and it was their
custom, as among the Quakers , to have
female instr uctors . It appeare d, also ,
that some observations , not :of H very
court eous nature , had been . made by one

of the pre ach ers, who had reiniiided tjie
magistrates that there was a higher tri-
bunal than their own , where sentence
would be passed upon them. These ob-
servati ons, and the female exhibition ,
were urge d as a sufficient j ustificat ion for
any outra ge that might be committed
upon them ; but the Learn ed J udge again
interrupt ed the Counsel , and said that
he would not allow such a wre tched
apology to be introd uced in any court of
justice over which be presided . If these
people had violated the law they wer e
amenable to the law, but they were still
entitled to the protection of the law,.
Thus was a great and most satisfactory
result obtained , and thus had points of
great importance , and to the Dissenters
of considera ble dan ger , happil y and for
ever passed away - If he (Mr. W.) seem-
ed to enter too much into detail , he
begged , however , to remind the meeting,
that he was not come there to play the
orator or to excite the ir sympath y by
the arts of rhetoric. His object was not
to raise the smile of deris ion on the
cheek , or mak e the tear of sensibility
flow from the eye. His address was
rather a lecture to the multitude to whom
the Society 's proceedings were reported ,
by which he wished to mak e intel ligible
what had been related to them. It was
necessary, however , that he should com-
press his observations , and therefore he
should proceed at once to the usual
classification of the cases. First in order
cam e those demands which affected Pro -
testant Dissenters , by touch ing what was
dear to every man—his purse . He al-
luded to turn pike tolls, and he hoped
this subject would not agai n require him
to address the meeting. Most of the m
knew what had been the state of the
law. It had been held that a Dissenter
might not pass out of the parish in which
he resided , even to the congre gation to
which he belonged , without pay ing tolls,
and those double tolls too, which it was
the policy of the law to impose on those
who traveled on the Sabbat h-day. This
was a question of some importance. By
these means 40/, or 50/. a year were
taken out of the pockets of Dissenters ,
who might otherwise have devoted it to
the comfort of their families., or to aid
those works of wisdom and benevolence
which blessed our own country and im-
proved the world . (Applause.) The law
had since been correct ed, and if the
word s of the General Turnp ike Act wer e
attended to, all difficulties as to this
quest ion would be immediatel y overcom e.
By this Act (3d Geo. IV. cap . 126, sec.
32) it was enacte d, that no tolls should
be demanded " of or fro m any person
or persons going to or returning fro m
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Iti fi , her , 'or ttiek prripfer part ^biai fcimrch
dr cbiapei * or «f ov tern any peYtbir or
petfsdtis gaiflg to or returning ftontt his>
her , or their usual place of religious
#drsh ip4 tolerated by law, oq Sundays
or On any day on wMeh divine service is
by authority ordered to be celebra ted."
It WfcS necessary * t4 e&eifcpt from toll, to
prove that the person was going to his
usual place of worsh ip on the Sabbath or
Borne nation al holiday 5 such as Good
Friday, Christ inas Day, or any other day
Ordered by authority to be devoted to
religious worshi p. Many application  ̂for
;Vdvic6 and assistance lad been received
ae to this subject from different part s of
England and Wales. In sorae instance s
the persons Were not going to their usual
placfc of worship, and therefore were
clearly not entitle d to exemption . In
all the cases withift tile vfew3 of the law*the objection  ̂ had been mfcOved ^Ffre
assessed ta ^es, part icalarly itt parts of
Wafe sj oecMpted the attentio n of this
Society* Several 6f the ministers of the
Calvitiistid Society imagined that they
were entitled m a, total exemptio n and
the Society re moved *aany &t the difficult
t ies res a It ing fmm that topfc. The So*
clety received communicat ions on that
iiead f ttom Ll&nffttthen * from Dcrfgellj f,
and from Hendite -baek -Cly&og \ tod the
minister s at these several places complain
that they had to pay extra duties On
horses princi pally employed in going round
the circuit s for religious purposes * Thid
wafc Mfc to be a very serious evil, and
we req uested these ministers to apply tti
thte judges on circuit * who were of topu
taion tha t th«y were included in the ex-
emptions , and these worthy clergymen
were afterwdfd s relieved from those pe*
cdniary burdens to which they had be*
fore beeti subjected . Beside* these aa*
Sessed tastes, land ta& was claimed for
the site of a chapel at Tremerchi ott* in
Wales, and of the Rev. J. Qk Pike, at
Derby. Hi* (Mr. WilksV) opinion wa8>that such a claim was justifiable ; but
thiat it should not extend t6 the church
tftte lf, nor to any impro vestieim which
might have been made iti k^ The land
tax claimed et Derby was by ho im*ttH6
an enormous claim, being cmly fcw# shik
Iilig8 a y«ar ; but them wab a claim made
for Window duty in a house inhabited by
the hiinister, although th ato hotifca was
in Immedia te communic ation With the
church . There again this Society inter-
fered , and the result of the interference
w^s, tlie abatid btnftent of t h%fee charg ^.^v
The charg e for chap el rates was a\m
submitted to our eoiisidemion, parties
l^rl y in the case of Lendal Chapel > Vor«k ;
b«t on tliis eitbjecft the Society had »6
ri^it of complai nt , ina^iauch m& ?fchey

were not subjected to the payment of
any gfeater bitfden th an Chu rchmen  ̂ and
so the ; Society not only advised Mr.
Pritchett , but would ateo have it gene-
rally understoo d by all the various con*
gfegat ions of the Dissenters . All classes
of religionists were liable m church rates ,
to tit hes, and Easter offerings ; and
though the payment of mortuary fees
migh t be hard upon Dissenters , still pro -
&ssitig themeelves as they did to be
Protest an t Dissenters , claknia g tne avow*
al of manly princi pled, and determined
to act ou tho^e princi ples which they
Approved and cherished ^f fbr the full
enjoyment of these prin ciples—if fer the
full and tta restricted exercise of their
peculiar worship, they suffe red a littl e
more than Churchmen , they had no very
pcduli ^r right to complain . The Dis-
BCUfter s* like others , had to pay the church
and poor rates , and many cases arisin g
out ef the latte r had been broug ht before
the attention of this Society ; but as
these tktm operated on all classes, and
were legally imposed , -every one must
know the necessity of submitting to
them * The complaints upon this head
particularl y proceeded from Linton , Cam-
bridgeshire , from W&re , frma 8&foi<&ck ,
from Castle Tow rt , near Newport * in
Monmouthshire , from Croy don , from
Whfcetwel , in Ken t, from Middlewi cb,
in Cheshire , and from Batherham , in
the same county. A thousand iilustra *
tions would flow to the mind of any ftia n ,
to demoBStrate to him the absurdity of
claiming a tax, where the result of that
lax would be to lessen the mean s of
religiou s instru ction ; every man admitted
its necessity, and the Dissenters should
not suffer like others , in order to secure
it for all who had as yet not tasted of
the heart -consoling sweets which it offer*
ed, of the mind-inspiring elevation which
it Was its nat ural tendency to pro duce*
The Dissenters asked for no etfeinptions :
all they asked toas, that they should not
toe compelled to endure gyea&er burde ns
than their neighbours. Where a betie*
6dal income arose from the fchap iel; let
ft prjor ra te be paid * The law made it
liable ; btit > if *to such beneficial iocoma
fcrafce* if no profi t re&ttHed r^f the mi^
tt ister , who piously attended to the spi-
ritual wan ts and consolations of S50
pei^on» received only about thi rt y poun ds
a year > as was the catge at Middte wich,
then surel y no man in his senses could
say tba * a church , a tninteter , or a con-
gixgation so situated shotoM bie liable to
the Imposition »f a church rate. If these
edifices for public w&r&h ip thro ughout
the cobHtry wera like tl*e pro pr ietar y
rhapelH ih thte met»op ^li«--J if the c^ulitr f
chur ches were gm Up and ftrrai/ tiged li^
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their strength , the weak were attacked
in the ir weakness ; but the outstret ched
arm of this Society did not fail to assist
and rescue them in the day of their ne-
cessity, in the case of the worthy mi*
nister at Middlewich , mere emolument
was not obviously his object . Thirty
pounds a year was too scanty a pittance
to reward the active piety and exertions
of such an ornament to any religion as
the Rev ; Mr , Robinson ; but he had a
recomp ense awaiting him more glorious
than this world 's glory * prid e, or power*or wealth . He laboured for that recom-
pence which he was sure to receive at
the resurre ction of the jdsk It was ge-
nerally in country towns that this demand
of rate was made—generally in some
wretche d borough , generally in some
village hamlet  ̂ whene a jealousy existed
of the establishe d clergyman , becaus e of
the erectio n of a Dissentin g edifice j here
it was that the wicked demon of oppres -
sion stalked abroad —here ie was that he
would lay his imposts*—here it was that
he poured forth the full phial of his
wrat h. Severa l of these cases, as he
had alr ead y stated , Were notified to him ;
and tha t to which he more parti cularly
alluded , by the Rev. Mr. Robinson. He
(Mr. Wilk s) was really delighted with
the corr esponden ce of that gentleman ; a
corr espondence which united to extent of
in formation and soundness of views, a
warm th and affectio n of heart , with an
hum bte oeat , which wcmld reflect cre-
dit—the highest credit—on any m-an in
this enlighten ed country . Mi*. Robinson
was one af those ministers who received
his education at the school of Rotherham ;
an educat ion which * in Its rich fruits and
abund ant harvest > -would have been an
honour to' any school or any university
iu this kingdom. That gant tenm«'s flt>ck
amounted to 350 person s; his salary was
a&owt 30/. a year ; atid yet siicta *us the
place marked out for extortionate as-
sessment. -He, however , shall be de-
fended , land his defence is the more be-
<*ssary, as Cheshire is a Hi gti*€hurdh
an d'Tor y fcoiinity. Iti thm comity the
language ^f liberty was rarel y heard ;
and there aM at tempt at *xt(*tion should ,
an4 fce hazar ded Ht flb in saying, vrottM
te pa* town. IIP Mn Robmsoit were ah

theatres, as many of those in this me*
trcr polis were ; let them pay and let the m
pour their Little rills into the great flood
of general taxation * Stra nge, however ,
to say, these metropolitan churches were
hot asked for the rate ; and why ? Be*-
cause they had ad vice at law, because
the read y mean s of resistance to such a
char ge was at once within their power,
and thus tio attempt was made to op»
press * The strong Were protected bf

lowed to fall, all would be prostrated $
but as i Long as he (Air. Wilfcs) had *head to thin k, a heart to feel, or a
purse to open*—as long as this Society
existed, Mr. Robinson would be defend -
ed, and he (Mr , Wilks) was persuaded
he would be so with success* (t*wi&
applause ,)—-Upon the subje ct of Easter
Offerings vario us cases had come from
different places—from Pentir , near Ban-
£or, and f rom Dudley ; but , as he ha d
already stated , Dissenters being placed
so far in the same situa tion with others *they could feel no degradation in bearing
that impost * It w&s not as Dissfcnterfe
that they bore , or were called an to
bear , those burdens , but a» Englishmen ;
and It was only when those frag ments
of a once dominatiug papacy were put
down , that they would properl y, natu -
rally and wisely cease. The amount of
the Easter Offering should not offer a
subject of much contentio n, for it was
only twopen ce a head for each person
above the age of sixteen, to be paid by
the housekeep er for every such person .
He was iufornved of a case in which the
demand mad e on this head was eight-
pence, and ten shillings were expended to
enforce it; and h case had come to his
knowledge in whrch the costs attending
a deman d for Easter Offerings had
amounted to the almost incredible sum
of 50/.—The next head of remark was
the charge made by parish clerk s for
their fees. At Stevento n, near Bedford ,
a man of the name of Parslow , a Ois-
senter , was requir ed to pay two shillings
as a fee for the burial of his child, trad
the demand was refused , because the
child was buried in the Meeting-House
Church ward, and because the clerk had
not officiated . Ulti mately, however , the
parish clerk though t proper not to per -
severe in his demand , and there the affair
would for ev*r rest* He (Mr * Wilks}
now came to a topic on which different
opimoi*& prevailed—a topic on which it
was n«oes»ary that collect opinion s should
prevail i he alluded to the charge of mor-
tuary fees. Perhaps these mortuary fees
were amongst the worst of Catholic im-
positions -— amongst the wofst of *tott
system, which made the clergymen of
that ' chtttrch tiot oaly obtain all they
could from the iHembers of thei r odm^
munion while living, bat followed them
with eK actiom to the gfavft ^— and all
these eiiactioos required for the safety of
the so tils of Ihe departe d. Living and
dead were tributar ies to that etarc h !
no home was sate f rom ttoeir inspection -
no tbttkb was sacred from their exaction .
He h^wi looted ovtr the cattotts on this
satbj acfc, ftnd 5it ddiiig sa ;he fmirtd tWt
iti 13m, $t«ien Langb am, Archbi yhoo r>f
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Canterbury, had imposed mortuar y fees
pro salute animu However , in a few
words , to render the thin g familiar ,.sup-
pose any man had four beasts : one of
those was to go to the Lord , of the soil ,
anot her to the Church , &c, and to do
away with th is distribution , mortuar y
fees are instituted and demanded. By the
21st Henry VIII. all such fees received
by the Cath olic clergy were continued to
the Protestant ; but that Act stated that
such fees were only to be claimed in
places where they were before accustomed
to be paid . It was importan t to every
man to know how thp law stood on this
subject ; because , in all cases when the
demand for mort uar y fees was made , the
clergyman was bound to pro ve that th e
existence of such fees was antecedent to
that Act of Henry VI II. There was no
doubt that the right existed , that pr o-
ceedings to enforce it had occurre d in the
Ecclesiastica l Courts ; but when the ri ght
was denie d, these courts could not inter -
pose, and in many instances the claim
had been resisted with success. Let the
meeting bear this in mind , that the cler-
gyman was al ways bound to prove the
existence of the right or custom to pay
such fees, antecedent to the 21st Hen ry
VTI I. There was one remarkable case
on this subject which had occurre d, and
which realized the justness of the pro -
verb , that it was better for the " cobbler
to stick to his last. " It was this : the
Vicar of Christ Church , in Ham pshire ,
had made a demand for mortuary fees ;
that Vicar , he had no doubt , was a very
enlightened man ; a man not sati sfied
with ecclesiastical learning alone—with
amp le theology and biblical acquirem ents ;
but who must needs be a better lawyer
than lawyers . The Rev. Mr. Clapham
had put together some ponderous volumes
on the law , and with his twofold know-
ledge of theology and law, had made a
demand on a Dissenter for a mortuary
fee. Eve ry one trembled at this deman d,
because made by a clergyman , but par -
ticularl y by a writer on law. He was
looked upon as an oracle . It appea red,
however , that this theologi co-lawyer mis-
took the mode of proceeding for the
recovery of his demand , inas much as an
Act of George II . ,  whic;h gave to the
clergyman an opportunity of summary
proceed ings before the magistrates for the
recover y of " small offe ri ngs," did not
iei elude in i( small offering s" this said
mortuary fee, and Mr. Clap ham was de-
feated iu his demand of 10s. The mat -
ter , however , went before the magis-
trates , who differe d in opinion wit h thei r
brothe r magistrate , the Rev. Lawyer . ;
and he (M r. Wilks) hoped that for the
sake of his flock the Rev. Lawy er was

more enlightened oil subjects of theolog y
and other topics than he evidently was
with the law. The Rev. Gentleman was ,
no doubt , angry with the decision of his
brother magistrates , and he (Mr. Wilks)
must state for himsel f, that he was glad
the new Don Quixote had been overcom e.
A similar claim was made by the clergy -
man at Rotherham , whose wife, for so his
(M r. Wj lks's) information stated , was
anxious that her husband 's fees should
suffer no dim unit ion, particularly in th e
case of the defunct Dissenter. The de-
mand of ten shillings was made , and
resisted ,—not for the want of mean s, for
the relation of the deceased , he was glad
to say, had ample means ,—but he felt it
his duty to resist what he though t an
impro per claim. When called upon he
answere d as became a Hampden —•" 'Ti s
not the amount of the claim * to which I
object , but it is the pri nciple which
I rej ect."—The claim was urged—the
claim was resisted ; the Society co-ope-
rated in the resistance , and the claim
was eventual ly withdrawn. (Applause .)
¦—H e then said , the long and drear y ca-
talogue of grievances which required the
interposition of this Society, and which
he was ann uall y obliged to notice, was
the subject of riots and disturban ces
which took place throughout the countr y
at the Dissenting places of public wor -
ship. One would have hoped that the
demons of persecution would have al-
lowed Christian worshi pers to adore
their God in peace , and would have re-
spected the sanctuary dedicated to his
praise , his honour , and his glory ; but ,
no : and as this grievance increased , the
more the diligence of the Society was
rendered necessary. To the necessity
they were not blind ; to remove it they
used the most assiduous attention.
Schools , as well as churches , were made
the scenes of profan e riot. The parti -
cular scenes of disturbance were Llatidi-
loes, in Montg omeryshire ; Market-cross ,
Lancashire ; Daiton (Ulverston) ; Cre *
diton , in Devonshire ; South Cern ey, in
Gloucestershir e ; Chi gwell, in Essex ; and
in the immediate vicinity of this metro-
poli s, at Elderwalk , Islington. The dis-
turbance at Haina ult House , near Chig-
well, deserved particular notice , from the
fact that Its amiable owner , Mrs . Ni-
cholson , had devoted certai n rooms in
her house to the pious object of reli gious
instruction to her neighbours . To ann oy
her and disturb those who went for in-
str uction , squibs and cracke rs were
th rown , animals even let loose, cock-
chaffers and bird s . were L fl ying, about ,
extinguishing the candles ; but th is, by
the exertions of tfiis Society, was put
a stop to. The disturban ces at South
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Cern ey also demanded a part icular no-
tice. The H ome Missionary who la-
boure d the re had for a length of time
been subjec ted to the most cruel perse -
cut ions , and these persecutions insti-
gated by persons who should have known
bet ter— who should hare been actuated
by bet te r feelings, and swayed by better
sentim ents— by persons who should have
known , that while they placed a torch
in vul gar ha nds to conflagrate , those
they might be desirous of removing would
one day or other emp loy it against them-
selves. These disturbances were not
confined to the lower or more vulga r
classes — the higher orders encouraged
these disgracefu l proceedings—these very
orders who should encou rage the diffu -
sion of knowled ge—a strict observance
of the law—a becoming respect to the
religious scrup les of the. conscientious ;
these higher orders insti gated those d is-
graceful occur rences. Every petty vexa-
tion had been used towards the wort hy
Missionary of South Cerney ; his saddle -
girths were cut in the night time, when
returnin g from administerin g consolation
to one of his flock , whose way to heaven
he was no doubt facilitating. In the
night time that worth y man was assailed
and beaten. The shades of night covere d
the guilty offenders , and for the time
they escaped the pun ishment they de-
served. However , in January last , an
interruption occurred , and six person s
were taken to Cirences ter , and bound
over to the Gloucester Sessions, to an-
swer for their outrageous conduct. He
was almost ashamed to say it , but the
fact was so, that every means was there
taken to defeat the ends of j ustice . Six
clergymen were on the bench , and every
species of intermeddling was practised ;
the Grand Jury were had access to ; in
short , every obstruction took place to
pr event ju stice being done. The advo-
cate , however , who was emp loyed , per-
for med well his duty. It is the business
of ever y man to up hold the independence
of the En glish bar , for every effort mad e
to weake n or destro y the self-possession
of the advocate was a vital blow at the

neht an d pro t ection of the law , as all
his M aje sty 's ot her subj ects ; that the
Dissenters , though not endowed , were
recognised ; th at the choral symphonies
of Gloucester Cathedral , or its clergy ,
wer e to he no more protected than the
humbler village people , who were met
together , and who loved with humble
voices to - celebrate Zion 's songs . (Ap-

hest inte rests of our country. The case
came on at t lie Gloucester Sessions , de-
spite the obstacles to prevent it , and the
advocat e there declared , that the Dis-
sent ers were equall y entit led to the be-

plause.) The Ch urch did not consist of
the

** —- long drawn aisle and fretted
vault -"

It was not the gilded roo f or gothic
architecture , admirable as the lover of
art must ever consider them to be; the
Cltu rch was the place , however unpre -
tending , where the faithfu l assembled to
worshi p the common God and Father of
all ! The rioters were convict ed ; the
magistrates wished some libera li ty to be
extended towards them , for they found
out that the penalty of forty pounds given
by the Act against persons disturbing
public worshi p must be. considere d as
on ly one penalty. An application was
made to us, and while we would not
allow the braggart to awe us into silence,
we shewed that the Dissenters could
listen to the language of courtesy, and
while having a giant 's stren gth , that we
were not disposed to use it like a giant.
An apology was written—we accepted it;
the guilty entered into recogniz ances to
keep the peace , and he hoped the result
would be, that these persons and all
others would perceive , that the Dissent -
ing clergymen were the ministers of
peace—men who sought not to punish
but to benefit and bless their fellow-
creatures. (Hear , hear ,}—The subject
of out-door preach ing was also referred
to the Society, and he owned it was one
wh ich he did not approach with much
satisfaction. He did not like to limit the
ri ght of public wor ship, out with the fa-
cilities which now existed for so laudable
au object , he though t it was not needfu l
to excite opposition or spread the flame
of discord ; the object of the Dissente rs
being to proceed in the ir cours e without
prod ucing clamour or giving the shadow
of offence. The meeting must be alread y
aware of the transactio n which occurred
at Islington , where a ten t was put up,
in which public worshi p was performed ,
and much good had been done. There
a constable appeared , with orders from
the local magistrates to disperse the as-
sembl y ;  neither had a ri ght to do so,
and the worthy clergyman (Mr. Dunn)
pers evered in the work of good. At Col-
chester a person was apprehended for
preachin g in the public stree ts ; a bill
was preferre d against him , but the Grand
Jury, to thei r credit, did not find it.—
Next in the order of grievanc es noti fied
to this Society, were the refusals to bury,
a re fusal more parti cularly apply ing to
their friends of the Baptist denomination .
By law , ail persons baptised in the , name
of the Trin ity, wer e entitled to sepulture ;
but the . conscientious scruples of the
Bap tists not allowing them to tmve their
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children baptized m infancy, they could
not clai m the perf ormance of the rit es
of sepulture wh ere they resided , although
tfeey subscribed lifee others to th eXJhurch .
This was a painful subject ; it was me-
laiicholy to think what custom , nat ure
and religion prompted , should bv any
law tie prohibi ted ; and that under cir-
cumstances of the most distressin g na-
ture —a parent refused to bury the child
in the grave where his father s lay , over
which he had often wept and scattere d
flowers, and to which his affect ions were
linked by ties which only the heart could
feel. The blood curdled within him
when he thought of the existence , much
less the use, of such a power in any
clergyman, that he could turn to gall
the tear of weeping widowhood , or ago-
nise the pang of parental distress - The
sooner the Legislature appl ied some re.
medy to thi s, the better it would be,
(Shouts of app lause.)—The regist ry of
baptisms was also anothe r subject which
called for immediate legislatio n , improve-
meri t and regulation . As the law now
stood , the copy of a baptis mal regist er
from the Established Clergyman was held
to be the best species of evidence , while
that of the Dissenter was only rega rded
in the nature of a memor andum. The
Dissente rs, therefore , wish to have the
baptis m of the child ren registered at the
office of the Clerk of the Peace, as a
securit y for the preservation of their pro -
perty and liberty. The Dissenters had
originate d societies fro m which the great -
est benefit * Were derived , and their feel-
tags should be consulted . The most un-
worthy means were taken to injur e their
school**, and that by clergymen of the
Church of Eng land. He had no hostilit y
to the Established Church , but if its
clergy misconducted themselves, they
must be censurable for it at the bar of
public opinion. He (Mr. Wilks) the n
cited several instances of their conduct ,
both as to Dissenting schools and the
burial of Dissenting child ren , and called
upon the Dissenters , who were a power-
ful bod y, to take the necessar y and pro-
per means for the protection of their in-
terests. - Wheneve r the time of a general
election arrived , and it was a period tha t
could not now be -very distant , he hoped
that no candidate would obtain a vote
from a Protestant Dissenter , who did not
pledge himsel f to support the repeal oi
those -obnoxious measures , <as well as the
Test and Corporation Acts* which pro -
duced contin ued inconvenience and de-
gradati on to Protestant Dfesenter * : and
if their numb er waft much more limited
than it really was, and their intellect
more imbecile, and their influence lees
powerful , he could venture to predict to

soch candid ates that in many parts of
England the Dissentin g interes t was not
to be disregarded. In explanation of
this assertio n, he would mention a fact
of recent occurrence , in a borough not
more than fi fty or sixty miles from th e
metropolis . That borough had long been
contended for (its repr esentation) by th e
Treasury and the popular part y. The
elections had cost much money. They
had been prot racted freq uentl y, and that
tvhich he would take the liberty of call-
ing the good cause at length triu mphed .
At length an election for the High Bailiff
of that borough arose , and the people of
the popula r interest concei ving that they
were quite strong enough without the
Dissen ting interest , declar ed their disr e-
spect for that assistan ce. The Dissente rs
did then what , he truste d, they would
always do. They retired at once fro m
the contest , and the pop ular party was
defeated. (Hear.) Since that time , how-
ever , the best possible und erstanding has
grown up between them , and the Dis-
senters were regarded with abundance of
courtesy , it was by such efforts as these
he had described that he would prepar e
to repeal the Test Act . He would sug-
gest, however , that no forms should be
adopted in their petitions to Parliame nt
*~- but that each congr egation should
prepare their own petition , in order that
the Legislature might clearl y und erstand
that they had intelligenc e enough to ex-
pres s their wants , and language to re-
pre sent them. (Cheers. ) He then de-
tailed some extraordinary proc eedings in
the Cour t of the Bishop of St. David' s
against the Rev. Mr. Thomas, for pray ing
at a grave in a church yard when the
Vicar had appointed the time of burial —
received the fees—-and detained the
mourners for an hour ; and a prosecu -
tion in the Court of the Bishop of Ox-
ford by the Curate of Tharne , against
«ix females , for complaining of his refu sal
to ad mit the corp se of a child into the
Ch urch. In the firs t , the proc eedings
were stayed : and in the last , the clergy-
man experienced a deserve d and com-
plete defeat , accompanied with the pay-
ment of all costs.-*—^He proceeded to
the consideratio n of the recent or pro -
jected Parliamen tary proceedings affect-
ing the rights or honour of Pro testan t
Dissen ters , and to which several resolu-
tions refer. He successively discussed
the repeal of the Test and Corfioratio n
Acts ~~ the rej ection of the Unita rian
M arriage BUI— the grant of £60^000 for
the erection of New Chwrches ~-and the
protection of Dissenting Missionar ies in
the British Colonie s throughout the
world. A Bill, too, had within . the pre-
sen t Session been intr oduced , rela tive to
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North Eastern Unitarian Association,
On Wed nesday and Thursday, the 6th

and 7th of Jul y, the AnnuaL Meeting of
the North Eastern Unitarian Associa-
tioriy was held at Lutton , in Lincolnshire.
On Wedn esday evening Mr. Scargill , of
Buiy , intr oduced the service with reading
and pra yer , and Mr. Seiby, of Lynn ,
pr eached fro m Acts v. 29, vindicati ng
Unit aria n dissent on the groun d of the
allegiance we owe to God rather th an to
men . On Thursday morning, Mr. Kirb y,
of Thorn e, conducted the devotional
serv ices, and Mr. Scargill preached from
t he Gospel of Joh n, i. 29, giving a pra c-
tical view of the mission of Jesus Christ :
an d on Thursday evening, M r. J ones, of
Boston , demonstrated the inconsis tency
of modern or thodoxy with the divine
immut abil ity : his text was J ames i. 17 ;
Mr . Selby having previousl y intro duced
the service with reading and prayer.
Immediat ely after the mornin g service a
number of fri ends connected with the
Associatio n enter ed iuto resolut ions to

form a society for the purpos e of aiding
and supporting the Associat ion, and giving
regul arity and great er effect to their
meetings . Many names were subscri bed
on the spot , and it is in tended to con-
nect the distribution of tracts with the
other objects of this meetiDg, provide d
their fund s be adequate , of which there
seems no reasonable ground to doubt *
From the Chapel the company adjo urned
to Sutto n , where the friends dined to-
gether to the number of between sixty
and seventy. In the course of the after -
noon several gentlemen addressed the
company on various topics connected
with Unitarian dissent. The day passed
with satisfaction » and no doub t with im-
proveme nt , to all present. The Chap eJ.
was well filled, and the next anniver sary,
which is to be at Boston , is antici pate d
with .much pleasure.
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Association fo r Hu ll, Lincoln , Don *
caster and Thome.

The Annual Meeting of the Members
of this Institution was held in H ull, on
the 7th and 8th of J uly. There were , as
usual , three relig ious services . On Wed-
nesday evening, Jul y 7, the Rev. Dr.
Hutton , of Leeds, preached from J ohn
i'k. 41, " If ye were blind , ye should
have no shi ." On the morning of Thurs-
day, Jul y 8, the Rev. C. Wellbeloved , of
York , delivered a discourse on 2 Cor. v. 21,
" For he hath made him to be sin for us*who knew wo sin ; that we might be
made the ri ghteousness of God in him-"
And on the evening of the same day the
Rev. W. J. Fox prea ched from Acts xviL
31, " Because he hath appointed a day
in the which he will j udge the world iu
righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained ,"" &c.

To convey a just idea of the merits of
these discourses would be difficult , es-
peciall y in a report which must of ne-
cessity be brief. It may be sufficient
to observe respect ing them, that they
were all well suited to the occasion on
which they were delivere d ; that they
afforded the highest satisfaction to those
perso ns who were more immediately in-
terested iu the objects of the Association ,
and that they were well calculated to
diminish pr ejudice , and to sap the foun-
dation of popular error s. They prov ed
that , althou gh the ad vocate s of Umta -
rianism may be comparativel y few, they
are yet inferior to none in the power of
their eloquence , in the profundity of
their biblical learning, and in the yveight
of the ir arguments , deduce d both from
reason and revelation. These discourse **
were heard with a degree of att sntioa

the codony of Newfoundland —a colony,
which was in itself at least a contra -
diction of that statement so generally
made, that our colonies were rathe r a
burt hen than an advantage to the mo-
ther- country. In Newfoundl and , that
Bill , to which he had alluded , under the
pro fession of serving the Protestant Dis-
senters , had , in .point of fact , prod uced
much mischief ; or, at all events , in its
pre sent condition , it was calculated to
cause considerable inconvenience . He
had himself pointed out within a f ew
weeks the raanuer in which that mea -
sure interfered with the rights of Pro -
testa n t Dissent ers. An Act had passed
too, requiring that all marriage s should
be celebrated by Protestant ministers ;
and thi s law was qualified , by permitting
Protestant Dissenters to be marrie d by
their own pastor , provided they resided
at a distance of ten miles from a Protes -
tant Church . But what would the meet-
ing think ? Lest the Protestant Dissent-
ers should regar d this measure as a boon ,
it was accompanied by this enactment ,
that they (the Dissenting pastors) might,
tinder such circumstances , marry even
Protest ants—members of the Established
Church . (Hear.) In consequence of a
suggest ion from him (Mr. Wilks) the Bill
was altere d , and its obnoxious provisions
rectifi ed ; aud he did trust , that an
enlightened legislation would speedil y
perceiv e the necessity of introducing some
measure on this subject app licable to the
whole of the British nation.
(To be concluded in the nex t Number.)
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suited to the ear nest -tod 'Itn '^rfesslve riian-
rier in which they were delivered. The
Congregations \vere numerous , and the
general effect has been such "as to sat isfy
the friends of the cause in Hul l, that
the ir sentiments are gainin g gfound not-
with standin g the many obstacles with
which they have long had to contend.
The devotional part of the services was
performed by the Rev. T. Joh nstone , of
Wakefield ; the Rev. J. Keu ri ck- of York ;
fcnd the Rev. Dr« Hutton.

The supporters and friends of the In-
fftut ion dhled together on Thursday, to
the number of seventy-seven , and were
agre eably entertained by speeches from
Severa l gentlemen. The Rev. W. Tur ner
ivas present from York , and the Rev, J.
Plat ts from Doncaster , besides lay bre th-
ren from vario us parts.

On Sunday, Jul y 11th , the Rev. W.
J. Fox pr eached twice in Hull to crowded
audiences , and collections were then
mad e with a view to lighten the debt
upon the Chape l, in Bowlulley-Lane. It
may not be know n to the Unitarian
public at lar ge that this place was re-
built a few year s back . The cost of the
New Chapel , which was not built upon
an extravagan t plan , far exceeded the
mean s of the Society, though their exer-
tions at the time were great . Efforts
are now making to liquidate the debt ,
and an applic ation has been forward ed
to the ministers -of var ious congre gations
and the committe es of Fellowship Funds
with a view to obtain assistance . Those
jvho are inter ested in the prosperity of
the Society of Unitar ian s at H ull , and
feel disposed to contribut e to their relief ,
will have an opportunity of learning
something more of their case by con-
stilting the Appea l which they have ad-
dressed to the public , and which is as
follows.

ap peal on behalf of the Un itar ia n
Society , atsetribling in the Cf i apel ,
Botvldlley-Lan e, Hull.
The suppor ters of the Unitarian cause

in Hull , be# leave to call the att ention
of their breth re n, residin g in other parts
of the kingdom, to a stat emen t of cer-
tain difficulties under which they now
labour , and which are found materially
to affect their pro sperity as a reli gious
body.

They have hith erto re frai ned from lay-
ing their case before th e publi c, an d from
soliciting the aid of those who may feel
an inte rest in the dissemination of thei r
pri nciples as tjuitar ians, in the hope that
tftte y should be able, by tfieir own efforts ,to remove the diffi culties Which form the
groun d of the pres erti Application . Rut

as *hefe appea rs to be no probabilit y of
thei r accomplishin g this , at least for a
long period of time, and as they ar e de-
sirous to place themselves on a footing
similar to that on which other societies
are placed, and especial ly to remove
those causes which tend to retard the
progress of their reli gious sentiments in
this neighbourhood , they th ink it r ight
in j ustice to themselves and the cause
whWh they are pledged to support , to
make this public appeal . They are en-
couraged in their presen t undertaking by
acknowled ge of the fact , th at Fellowshi p
Funds have been established in vari ous
parts of the country , by societies of Uni-
tarians , partly with a view to afford
relief to congregatio ns situated as th ey
now are . ft is to the committees of
such funds tha t they would particular ly
add ress themselves ; though , at the same
time , they respectfull y solicit the aid of
those individuals who may be disposed
to contribute to their relief. They trus t
that the following statement of their case
will not T)e found unworthy of noticed

In 1802, the old Cha pel being then in
a state of complete dilap idation , it was
deemed necessary to erect a new place
f ox  publi c worshi p. The cost of the
new building , which stands on the site
of the former one, was 1493/. 7*. Vo-
luntary subscription s, to the amount of
845/. 10$. were received towards defray -
ing - this expense, and a debt was left
standing, amounting to 647/. 17*. In
consequenc e of the income of the Chapel
nat being equal to the expenditure , the
debt was afterwards increased to 668L
The constant efforts that have been re-
quire d on the pa rt of the Society to keep
up thei r religious establishment , have
hitherto prevented the m from th rowing
off this encumbrance ; but feeling anxious
to effeet this , and being willing to do
all tha t lay in their power toward s an
object so im portant , they resolved , a few
years back , to establish a sinking fund.
But th is measure , though it has received
liberal support , is likely to operate too
slowly to prove of any benefit to the
majori ty #f the presen t congregatio n,
who ar e, in the mean time , subject to
the inconvenienc e attendin g the existence
of a large debt npon their Chape l, the
interest of which debt they are req uire d
to pay . Their pr esent prospects , as a
religious bod y, are in other respects
highl y encour aging. Of late years their
numbers have been considerably aug-
mented ; at*d they entertain no doiibt
ihat , if they can remove the 1 obstru ction
of which they now complain , thei r So-
*tety Mrill continue to flourish. For this,
however , they ttftist depen d iu a great
measure wtton th« ntsaistance afforded
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them by their frienda in other qua rters.
HtiU^. being a populous town, $ud; beiog
almost the only place in this , district ,
wher e Unitarian prin ciples are openly
espoused, is confessedly of importa nce
as an Unitarian station. The friends of
the cause who reside here are aware p^
this circumstan ce, and they confide ntly
hope that it will serve to recommend
their case to the not ice of othe rs.

Subscr iptions ou behalf of the Society
may be forwarded to the Rev. W. J«
Fox , Dais ton , near Loud on ; the Rev. G.
Ke arick , Maidstone ; the Rev. I. Worsl ^y^
Plymouth -y and the Rev. W. Wors ley,
HuU.

Edward Thompson, > TrusteesChristo pher BitiGos , f 
¦***»*««*.

William Worslev , Minist er.

Honourable Member observed , in pre -
sen ting this petition , that although it
was certainl y desirable that the peace of
society should no-t be disturbed by the
violent agitation of subje cts of a religious
nat ure , yet that the acquisition of soun d
information require d that they should be
freely discussed , provide d the dLscussior *
wer e conducted with moderatio n and
tem per. He was persuaded that theFO
was no man in ihe country who would
wish for the introd uction of the Inqui -
sition , and yet there were many who
seemed disposed to follow the example
of the Inq uisition, in repressing ail reli-
gious discussion, instea d of pursuing a
more liberal , a more enlightened , and ,
he would say, a more Christian -like
cours e. It was no wher e declared in the
Scri ptur es, tha t one man had a right to
punish anoth er for the expression of his
opi nions. That was a right , however ,
which , in the present times, was too
frequentl y arrog ated. For his own part *he was extr emel y anxious for the abro -
gation of every law which pr evented all
per sons speaking or writin g their opinions
on- rel igious subj ects ; convinced , as he
was, tha t that was the onl y way by
which knowledge could be diffused , and
tr ut h established .

The petitio n was broug ht up* read and
order ed to be printed .

^̂ ^ ^^̂ ^̂ ^B^^̂ ^̂ ^ ^P

PARLIAMENTARY.
HOUSE OF COMMON S,

Ma y 13.
Toleration..

Mr. H ume presented a petitio n fro m
Joh n Dawson and others , of Rererle y,
hi Yorkshire , pra ying for the genera l
Toleration of Religious Op inion s. The

May 19*
tZdlnbur gh F r&etkink ers.

M ir. H cnviE, said, he had had the peti*
tkm which he hel d in his hand , for $
considerable time iu his possession . H av-
ing been urged either to presen t U, 01*
to place it in the hands of some other
Member , he begged leave to submit it to
the H ouse. He certainly did very much
wish that no occasion had been given
for the presentat ion of such a peti tion ,
The petitio n was fro m some hundre ds
of in dividuals in Edinburgh * who were
form erly members of a Society called
'¦' The Edinbur gh Freet hinke rs' Zetet ic
Society." They complained of the inter -
feren ce of the Magistracy and Police
with their discussions* Their room had
been forcibl y entere d, and the whole of i
their books taken from them by the
public officers . Were met* in the presen t
enlightened times to be subject to this
kind of inqui sition ? There had lately
appeared ia the [paper s a. decree , signed
by Ferd inand, with whom we seemed to
be running a race , in putting an end to
all inquiry. Ferdinan d, however , only
took " forbidden books "" from those
who possessed them . We wer e not con-
tent with that , but we punish ed the per-
sona of the possessors I Was it to be
endured , th at because a man differed in
opinion from the authorit ies in Scotland ,
be should on that account be at once
imprisoned ? He trusted that some an-
swer would be given to tbe case of the
petitioners .

On the motion that the petit ion be
broug ht up,

The Lord Advocat e observed , that
the Honourable Membe r for Aberdeen
was very iU-infornied with respect to
the circu mstan ces of the case which he
had described , into which , however, he
(the Lord Advocate) would not go.

Mr. Hum e rema rked , that as the
Learned Lord would not make any
answer , he (Mr. Hume) should set it
down that there was an inquis ition in
Scotlan d , and that the Learned Lord
was the Grand Inqu isitor .

The petition was then brou ght up*
and read as follows :—
" Uaito the Honourable the Commons of

the United King dom of Grea t Britain
and Ire land, in Parliamen t assembled ;
the petition of the unde rsi gned indii-
viduals , who were Members of the
Ed inbur gh Freethinkers ' Zetetic So*
eiety ; humb ly sheweth,
" Xnat ynaur petitioners are of opinion,

that severe laws, made to suppres s fr£c
dfccttS fcUKU , and pirolsh those who4 ques-
tion the trut h and divine ori gin of reJi *
«ioc , arc extremel y pei nici«m* to noctftty ;
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as they are often employed to support
err or and suppre ss truth , and thus fet-
tering the human mind in its progress of
knowledge and improvement , they make
men ignorant bigots or pretending hypo-
cr ites. Such laws are seeming proofs of
the weakness of reli gion, and make in-
quiring men suspect it is imperfect and
unable to support itself. That if the
Chri stian rel igion is a divin e revelation
no discussion can injure it , nor any hu-
man effort s overturn it; if it is founded
on t ruth , free discussion will exhibit that
truth , and consequentl y strengthen every
rational mind in the belief of it ; but
if it is founded on errors , severe laws
may harass individual s who criticise it ,
and may pro p it up for a time, but can-
not perma nentl y support it against truth
and reaso n.

" That the laws of Scotland , made
for the supp ort of the Church , and the
punishme nt of what is called blas phemy,
were so severe and oppressiv e that they
suppressed all inqu iry into the foundation
of Christ ianit y, or the trut h of its doc-
trines , and compelled every one to sub-
mit to the establishe d opinion whether
ri ght or wrong . That though two of
the statutes which awarded the punish-
men t of death for what is called blas-
phemy were repea led by the Unitarian
Act , passed in 1813 , yet as free discus-
sion on reli gious subjects is still consi-
dered by every one to be ver y dan gerous ^your pet itioners apprehend that there are
other laws yet in force for the protec -
tion of established reli gion , which ar e
far too severe for the enli ghtened and
inquiring spirit of the pres ent time.

u That your petitioners , though peace-
able members of society, and stron gly
attached to their country, regar d these
laws as still allowed to exist for th ei r
oppression; and even if these law s should
be considered in desuetude (which is
doubtful) , the uncertai nty of that matter ,
and the apprehension lest the y should
be prosecuted for the open expressio n of
their opinio n , keeps th eir minds in a
state of great unea siness , and crea tes a
dislike to the laws of their country, in-
stead of a respect for them .

" That your petitioners conscientio usl y
diffe r in opinion from the Est ablished
Reli gion of their country, but have no
wish whatev er to disturb it ; they con-
ceive that Deists and Christians , if th ey
act according to their profession s, and
are not knaves and hypocrites , may carry
on their discussions with temper and
moderat ion , and live together in peace ,
vying with each other in good work s,
and not striving for each othe r 's de-
struction.

44 That your petitioners are not anx-

ious to engage in theological controver sy,,
but as they are weekly consigned' " to*
eternal perdition from the pulpit , and
daily by many of the peopl e, they have
surel y the strongest reasons to examin e
the truth of these doctrines , and the
merit of these books , from which th ey
are threatened with such unrelenting se-
verit y. That your petitioners being con-
signed to eternal misery in a life to-
come, and also unfairly dealt with in
this , they are not allowed by the law to
answer the arguments and examine the
doctrines of those Christians who atta ck
their opinion-, abuse their cha racter and
motives , and use every exertio n to mak e
them detested by the ir fellow-men .

*' That , as your petitioners- are com-
pelled to pay their full proportion of the
Established Clergymen 's sti pends , they
consider that these Reverend Gentlemen
would act more consist ent with their
professions , if they were to visit those
who, they think , have gone astray, and
endeavour to inst ruc t them , rather than
so rashl y to pronounce their condemna-
tion. That , by the prosecu tions insti -
tuted against all those who arc known
to print or sell their books , your peti -
tioners are prevented from obtaining
thos e books which defend or advocate
their own opinions , and are thus deprived
of  the benefit of the press , and excluded
from the same privileges which are en-
joyed by every other sect , however extra-
vagant.

u Th at your petitioners being liable to
be punished if tn ey meet togethe r for
public discussions or instruction , are con-
vinced that it is thr ough the forb earance
of the civil auth ori ties , and not und er
protection of the laws , that they can
meet for th at purpose ; consequent l y, in
their present state , they have as little
inter est in the stability of the laws asid
instit ution s of their country, as Je ws or
Aliens.

'c That your petitioners , in publishi ng
their op inions concerning revealed rel i-
gion , and in defending their opinions ,
conceive that they are no more guilty of
bl asphem y than the Jews , who openly
dispu te and ridicule the doctrine s of
Christianity , and even reproach th e cha-
racter of its founder ; yet are prot ected
by law.

i €  That your petitioners have no mo-
tive but the love of  trut h in que stion ing
the divine origin of Chri stianity, au d can
have no interest in following err or when
it is so dangerous ; they have as deep an
inter est in discovering and supp ort ing
true reli gion as any other men : they
question the divine ori gin of Chris tia nity
fro m the sincere convictio n of the ir
minds , which their inquiries into its ovi-
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begged Mr. M. A. Taylor to notice the
observation of the pet i tione r , tha t the
punishment of person s for the expression
of their reli gious opinions was not aut ho-
rized by Christianity. He (Mr. Hume)
thought the case of Carlile a very hard
one.—M r. M. A. Taylor said that noth -
ing he had heard at all altered his opi-
nion ; and Sir Thomas Lethbrid ge was
astonished at the sympath y which the case
of Carlile seemed to excite among Ho-
nourable Members . He was sur e that ,
out of doors , his conduct was the subject
of universal execration ! A man who,
like him , could deny the divinit y of
Christ , and openly attack the Established
Rel igion, was, in his opinion, a bad sub-
ject for panegyric .—Sir R. Wij .son said,
that the Unitarians were permitted to
exercise their reli gious opinions unmo-
lested , although they denied the divini ty
of Christ. —Si r T. Lethbrid ge said, that
he did not think the Honourable Memb er
near him (Mr. W. Smith) would feel
obliged by the insinuation .—M r. W.
Smith observed , that ha ving been the
ineaii s of getting a Bill passed thr ough
both Hou ses, which exempted the Uni-
tar ians from any penalty which might
atta ch to a denial of the divinit y of
Christ , it was unnecessary for him (Mr.
W. Smith) to say that he partici pated
himself in that opinion.— (Hear , hear f j
—And notwithstanding his avowal of th at
op inion , he believed he migh t , with safe-
ty, appeal to the very Reverend and Ve-
nerable pa rent of the Speaker , for testi -
mony to his (Mr. Smith 's) being consi-
dered by him as a good Christian . { Hea r,
hear !) Mr. Hume sai d , that if the
Hon. Baronet was himself , like Carlil e,
in a pr ison , he (M r. Hume) would feel
most happy to pre sent a petition from
him.— {A la ugh.) —The petition was or-
dered to lie on the ta ble.

gm have produced , and not from any
wish to distu rb the peace of society or
the happ iness of individuals.

<c That your petitioners do not con-
ceive that their public discussions or the
circula tion of thei r books are dange rous
to rel igion : as it is only reflecting men
who engage in such inqui r ies, thei r prin-
ciples are never likel y t o be generally
embraced : besides, divines inculcate that
the Church is foun ded on a rock , and
cann ot be overthrown , and many who
have studied the human character , are
convinced that the princip le of devotion
is so dee ply planted in the humau heart ,
and so much influenced by surround ing
circum stan ces, that it will never be de-
stroy ed by any argum ents , however ra -
t iona l or strong . That the unrestrain ed
circulation of book s, and free discussion
of all reli gious- subj ects, would be of
great benefit in clear ing away error and
superst ition , and disp laying the merit s of
true reli gion , and also in directing and
assist ing the human min d in acquiring
knowled ge, and thus promoting the im-
provement and happ iness of mankind. "

The petit ion was then ordered to be
print ed.

Jun e 3.
Persecution for  Religious Op inions.

Mr. Hume presented a petition from
Stokesley, in Yorkshire , complaining of
the steps now adopted to prevent free-
dom of discussion in matters of reli gion .
—Mr. M. A. Taylor was of opinion ,
that unless the publication of blasphemies
and i rreli gion was restrained , there wo uld
soon be no reli gion at all. (Hear ,) He
reall y did not think th at such men as
Carlile merited the sympath y of the
House. . He was no bi got ; but he was
decidedl y hosti le to those who would
under mine all religions ! Mr. H ume
thou ght it would have been as well if the
Hono urable Member read the petition
befor e he talked j n  that way : it merel y
pra yed for the liberty of free discussion ;
and it was a sad proo f of the illiberalit y
of the age that any objection was raised
agai nst so reasonable a request. —Mr. W.
Smith was satisfied that the opinions of
the Honourable Member (M r. Taylor )
would not advance the cause of Christi -
anity , which needed not coercion to make
it Hourish , and did not depen d upon
law. Pers ecution for reli gious opinions
was unj ust and impolitic.—The petition
was order ed to be pri n ted. —M r. Hum e
pres ent ed another petition from John
O'Neill ;, a Quaker , of Bath , pr ay ing that
the House would remit the pun ishment
inflicted on Richard Carlil e. Mr. H ume

The Annual Meeting of the Sussea?
Unitarian Association will be held at.
Bri ghton , on Wednesday, the 18th of
A ugust . The Rev. Dr. T. Rees is ex-
pected to preach .
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NOTICES.
Manchester College, Yorlt.

The next Annual Meeting of the
Trustees of this Instituti on , will be held
in the Chapel Rooms , Cro ss Stree t , Man -
chester , on Friday, the 6th of August
next , at eleven o'clock in the forenoon.

S. D. Darbishihe , ? secretaries.Jo hn James Favler , \ 
¦

Man chester , Ju ly 2b , 1824.
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The Life of J ohn Wesley, A. M., Fel*
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By Joh n Spencer Stanhope , F. R. S.
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A Narrative of the Sufferings of Gene-
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Pro prietor of the late London M useum.
8vo. 18 Maps and Views. 18s.

Narra tive of a Pedestr ian J ourn ey
through Russia and Siber ian Tartary,
from the Terri tories of China to the
Frozen Sea and Kamschatka , per formed
during the Years 1820—1823. By Capt.
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An Account of the BelUHock Light*
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View of the Institution and Prog ress of
the Northern Light-Houses . By Robert
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the Rfev. Mr. Wendebotn, With an In-
troduction and Notes. By Thomas Ren-
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Jews. Written by Himself. Revised and
Edited by John Bayford, Esq^., F. S.A.
8vo. 7s.

Queries on the Doctrine.of the Church
of England respecting Baptism : to which
is subjoined so much of all the Docu-
ments of the Church as relate to the
subject. 2^. 6d.

Remarks on Luke xviii. 15—17, and
on the Abraharaic Covenant, Infant
Baptism, &c, in which some Notice is
taken of Mr. Kinghorn's Tract on the
Covenant of Circumcision. By William
Beal. Qd.

Lord Byron.
Lord Byron's Works. Portrait. 4 Vols.

8vo. 21. 2s.
Letters on the Character and Poetical

Communications have been received f rom Mr. Penn; R,; the Asiatic Journal ; and
the Rev. R. Taylor.

The unusual quantity of Intelligence excludes this month several articles of Review
(Ben David's Reply to Two Deistical Work s,, &c.).

Genius of Lord Byron. . By S5r Egerton
Brydges, Bart. Post 8vo. 9*.

Lord Byron's Private Correspondence.
Including his Letters to his Mother,
Written from Portugal, Spain, Greece,
&c. Published from the Ori ginals, with
Notes aud Observations. By It. C. Dallas,
Esq.

Lord Byron's Works, viewed in Con-
nexion with .Christianity and the Obliga-
tions of Social Life : a Sermon delivered
in Holland Chapel, Kennington , Jul y 4,
1824. By Joh n Styles, D. D. 8vo. is. Gd.

Sermons.
Discourses, Selected from the Manu-

scripts of the late Robert Boog, D. D.,
Minister of the Abbey Church of Paisley.
8vo. 12s.

By the late Rew James Richard Vernon ,
Assistant Preacher at St.. Paul, Coveiit
Garden. 8vo . 10s. 6d. -

Doctrinal and Practical. By J. Bull,
M. A., Master of the Hospital and Free
Grammar School at Clipston, Northamp-
tonshire. 8ro. 10s.

Single.
Christ Crucified. A Sermon, delivered

at the Opening of the Unitarian Meeting-
House, Todmorden, in the Afternoon of
Whitsunday, June 6th, 1824. By Wm.
Stevens. 12 mo. &d.

A Sermon, in which is attempted to
be shewn how far the Use of Music is
allowable or serviceable in Religious Ex-
ercises. By J. Topham, M. A. F. R. S. L.
U.

Christian Faith Illustrated by the Faith
of Abraham ; a Visitation Sermon . By
G. F. Tavel, M. A. F. R. S-, Rector of
Campsey Ash, Suffolk. 1*. 6d.

Preached at the Visitation at Ludlow,
May 4, 1824. By Daniel Nihill, M.A.,
Perpetual Curate of Clunbury, Shropshire.
1̂ . 6d.

On the Excellencies of the Liturgy ;
delivered at the Annual Visitation at
Leeds, June, 1824. By Charles Mus-
grave, M. A., Vicar of Whitkirk, York-
shire.

Preached at the Parish Church of St.
Mary, Islington, July 11, 1824, on Occa-
sion of being Inducted into the Vicarage
of that Church . By Daniel Wilson, M. A.,
of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford . 1*.

i
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