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NITARIAN FUND REPORT.
T wish that a more splendid
series of Unitarian successes could
have emploved the able pen of this
Reporter. But never let the want of

such a circumstance discourage us.
We are not to look for the main tri-

umph of our cause in the detail of .

local conversions ; although the zeal-
ous _prosecution of them-at proper
times and places ought not to be aban-
doned ; especially, since past events
furnish the most decisive encourage-
ment and justification to persevere.
But it is the peculiar glory of Unita-
rianism to be involved in the general
march, the increasing illumination of
the age. The two names which, for
more than a century, have stood at
the head of natural and intellectual
philosophy, to say nothing of Priest-
ley and others of later date, are ours,
and thus furnish a fair characteristic
symptom of our natural destination. An
exact and philosophical annual survey
of the progress of our cause would be a
very different thing from the document
before us, which, however, is undoubt-
edly faithful and full, with respect to
its explicit purposes. Wherever the
reign of prejudice, in any of its forms,
declines ; wherever once angry and
opposing sects unite, even though it
be for the express purpose of crushing
Unitarianism ; wherever candid Tri-
nitarians are found, (and thev are
every day to be found,) who acknow-
ledge that particular texts, such, for
mstance, as I and my Fatker are ong,
irust be abandoned by the honest and
consistent of their own party, as any

proof of the Trinity; wherevér Eclec-

tc or Quarterly Reviewers are seen
battering the authority of interpolated

ortsons of Secripture, and orthodox

ords in Parliament are heard vieing
with each other to overwhelm us with
the most liberal praige ; wherever the
success of ‘the cause, in one country,
suggests the well-founded expectation
that' a corresponding sympathy and
Te-action may soonmer or later take

Place in others ;—in all these and si.
VoL. xx. 27T
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milar cases, every addition made to
the general stock of liberality and ac-
knowledged truth, is but the increase
of so much gravitation at the distant
end of a lever, which, however stowly,
is irresistibly effecting the elevation of
Unitarianisin. -
Should such an amalgamation of
the several leading societies in the
connexion take place, as is proposed
at the end of this instrument, would it
not, in general, be well for the Annual
Report of the new consolidated body
to glance at something like a sketch
of the foregoing topics, and thus mark
the indirect, as well as direct, triumphs
or defeats of the cause? Such surveys
would impart a peculiar excitement,
dignity, scope and energy to every
local effort. On the one hand, they
would teach us to look at something
above mere paltry proselytism as an
object of exertion; and, on the other,
they would inspire us with new confi-
dence and calmness in avowing our
religious belief, and would justify us
in any degree of steady, consistent
zeal in its propagation. |
Dr. J. Pye Smith on the Geneva
Controversy. Violently as this writer
has espoused the side of the Geneva
Calvinists, I do not fear that he will
establish any other conclusions than
I have already admitted in my former
remarks on M. Chenevitre’s Defence.
Mr. Smith is determined to make no
allowance for the long-existing con-
stitution of things at Geneva, the very
worst parts of which, be it remem-
bered, and those against which the
modern Calvinists most bitterly com-
plain, were planted and bequeathed
by the jealous intolerance of their an-
cient predecessors. They have prin-
cipally to thank Calvin himself for the
wrongs they profess to endure. Itis
amusing to see Mr. Smith compare
M. Chenevitre to St. Dominic or Gre-
gory VII. To say nothing of the re-
volting absurdity and exaggeration of
the comparison, might not the very
City itself where the Professor resides
have afforded, in one of its former
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inhalitants, an_apt example of arro-
gance and persecution ? 4
The charge which this writer levels
against tlie Genevese clergy, of kiding
their reliziois sentiments, is the stale
one which has so long been marde
against Unitarians in general, but with
no more justice or fairness than it can
be urged upon Trinitarians and Cal-
vipists. Because we do not press
what we do not believe, or rather, be-
cali"s(;) we press only what we believe,
we are charged with concealment and
evasion.  On this principle, every or-
thodox sermon, which waves the sub-
ject of the real presence and other
Catholic ahsurditics, is dishonest and
evasive. If, in order to satisfy our
revilers,, ive adopt the very expressions
of Seripture, and other plirases, which
they jinsist upon pitting into our

mouths, then the comiplaint is, that
we affix to the words a different sense

from theirs.. As if our serise is not as
rational, authentic and conscientious
as theirs, and as if all nmen can be
expected to agree in the precise mean-
ing of difficult ancient Jewish phrase-
ology. What Mr. Smith stigmatizes
ag,/z'zc{ikzg'j rel;jg_:gqu_s sentiments, might,
with more candour and freedom from
sectarian influence, be truly dendmi-
nated, an «tiempt at “union and chari-
table comprehension. ' The very in-
stance which he gives, (though iis-
takenly by way of reproach,) on the
other side of the leaf, is a Jaudable
instance of it. IHHe has there shewn
that Arians,J and Socinians, and En-
glish Unitarians, and Antisupernatu-
ralists, when tliey have no longer a
hope of convineing cach other, and
see nothing but danger and disc¢ord
from protracting to an intermingble
extent their mewaphysical disputes,
can, for the sake of Droad prctical,
wholesome results, and the ‘enjoyment
of moral and religious harmony, unite
in_onc geperal phrase, and confess,
though without interpretivg, or pre-
tending q? \i'nlterprct, the p'(‘(fb()'SitiOﬂ
in one uniform light, that < Jesus was
a Divine Being.” DMr. Sinith com-
plains that this sentence is ‘“ capable
of a variety of interpretations.” And
what sentence is not? What ¢reed
1as not béen variously interpreted ?
Yake his own favouriie dogma, which
he calls the leading doctrine of the
Reformation and of Scripture—** Sdl-
vation and holiness by grice through
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faith in o Diviné Redééner” Does
not Mr. Smith Enow that Unitarian
Christians believe every word and let-
ter of it as much as he does? Never
was & more slippery, fluctuating; un.
settled, proposition uttered than this
which the writer sets up as a standard.
Does Mr. S. himself suppose that he
and his contemporary brethren un-
derstand and maintain it in exactly
the same point of view, with the same
emphasis, and in the same relations,
that Luther and Zfs contemporariés
didd? Ornec would think that our Re-
plier had put forth all his skill and
strength to select a sentence which
should adroitly cover ovér the nume-
rous varieties of opiniohs among the
orthodox. Who can tell what the old

Genevese really believed from such &

vague representétion ?

Let me attempt tdo convince Mr.
Stmith of a piece of unfairness, which,
in common with modern Calvinists,
he suffers himself to commiit, in con.
sequence of not making a due discri
mination with respect to certain facts
and terms. The most glorious period
in human history i$ perhaps the Re-
formation. Whatever formed an effi-
cient portion of it, ought undoubtedly
to share in its glory. Calvinists, by
perseveringly denominating certain ar-
ticles of ‘their belief doctrineés of the
Reformation, have succeeded in in-
Vesting such articles with a factitious
splendour, borrowed from that event,
but. which certainly belongs not to
them. The peculiar notions enter-
tained by many of the Reformers re-
specting the Trinity, Justification,
Faith, and other abstract religious
subjedts, did not move forward the
Reformation one step. Probably the
actors in that event believed, to a man,
in witches, and most of them in astro-
logy and the Ptolemnaic systemn. Would
it be correct, therefore, to call these
last, tlte doctrines of the Reforma-
tion? The mere circumstance that
tbey held a set of private opinions
apart from their character as Reform-
ers, is of no sort of conseqiience. The
point is, Was the Reformation set on
foot, or carried on, or completed, for the
sake of particularly establishing what
‘Calvinists would now call izs doctrines ©
Was not the establishment of thos¢
doctrities rather an accidental and
subordinate result? And was not the
main objéct of that great struggle te
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convince the world of such principles
as these—that the Popeis not infallible,
tliat- the sale of indulgencies was an
;bomination in the eye of God, that
‘the Scriptures are a sufficient rule of
faith, and the like? I must not pur-
sue this track of speculation any fur-
ther at present, though I am persuaded
of its legitimacy and truth, and I an
willing to entrust its eontinued prose-
cution to the calmly-exercised candour
and sagacity of Mr. Smith.
In regard to the particular proposi-
tion before quoted, respecting Sal"r,a*-
tion by Grace, &c., I will allow that,
in ope sense, it was a doctrine of the
Reformatign. Tt overthrew the Po-
‘pish doctrines of superegatory merits,
and what the Romish Church techni-
" callyand corruptly denominated ¢ gocd
‘works.” But. it would have achieved
the same conguest, had Luther’s pri-
vate interpretation of it been purely
‘Arminian or Unitarian.®* Tt was the
scriptural euthority of his proposition,

“coupled with its being a verbel denial

.of Popish opinions, and not its pecu-
_har métaphysical bearing in Luther’s
mind, which won his victories. An
nattention to these essential djstinc-
tions " has made Calvinists so very
proud of what is _not their own, and
~caused even liberal Christians to re-
frain from asserting their superior
1ms, and true glory of the Reforma-
tion. -
Mr. Smith is a better Calvinist than
philosopher. He pretends to trace up
_to a defection fromn orthodoxy all the
. vice and irreligion which may exist in
individual instances at Geneva., Was
it not a currier, who, in his great simn-

plicity, proposed to fortify a bom-

barded town with leather? There will
be no more wicked, cakes and ale if
~Calvinism can be any where a state-
~religion. ace
the spread of immorality in Geneva,
by the peculiarly unsettled state of
manners and things throughout the

- whole continent during the last cen-

tury, and the very exposed local situa-

. * ‘1t is indeed certain,” says Hume,
‘ that the Reformets were fortunate in
their doctrine of justification, and might
venture to foretell its success, in opposi-
Lion to .all the ceremonies, ,‘g[;qws', end su-

persiitions of ~Popery.’ ‘Hist. Eng. chap.
, XXX1v, ‘ A

‘Has not thé place been, as it wer
the hotel, the caravansayy 'of Europe ?

_share in the general principles, max-

have any

Capnot Mr. S. account for

{ : ‘a o 4 DA
some great civil good?
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tion in which that city was placed:?
were,

-~

& e } YR L
Who knows, too, how much of ‘this

modern degenieracy may be fairly as-
cribable, not to the décay Qf:(_}'a’l”‘vfﬁ-

ism, but to the former existence and

.necessary re-action, or, at léast, to
_the remaining dregs of its spirit in the
body of the peoplé ? "And,’ farther,

Mr. Siith’s power of "Fatioéihation
seems entirely to have faxjéf‘}g;jp on

this subject, and hé argues’in &5 com-
plete a circle as did eéver ‘a, Roman

Catholic. In paragraph nuinbered 2,
(p. 322,) he accounts for the decay of
Calvinism in Geneva; by gratuitously
supposing a growing spirit of levity
and irreligion; and, then, when lie
would give a plausible reason for the
existence of this very levity and irreli-

_gion, he assigns (paragraph, No. 7)
‘the departure from the old theology,

which 1s nothing but the decay of Cal-
vinism back again! In this dizzy kind
of reasoning, it is impossible to' tell
which is cause and which is effect,
though it is very certain the wtriter

‘means that tlie reputation of his doc-
‘trines shall not suffer in any alterna-

tive. How very candid, liberal and

“convincing, too, is the argument, that

one cause of the decay of Calvinism
was ‘“ a strong and subtle prejudice
against truth and holiness,”” and’ an

absence as yet of ““ genuine piety, or
K as 'y piety,

right affections towards the "holy and
blessed God” ! How c¢ould Mr. Sinith
expect that such sorry cant should
influence with the Uniturian

.

\ . 3 ! ‘a ; L
readers of the Repository?
Mrs. Hughes, in Defence of Peace-
Societies, presents some staggéring

facts for himn who douljits thie practica-

bility of their plans. The latter-part
of her Essay is rather desultory. |
have becn long wishing to see exe-
cuted, by somne friend to those socie-
ties, a_picture of the world under the
desired reign of universal peace.’ What
outlet shall be provided for the more

turbulent and restless elements of so-

ciety ? Cannot ,th‘é}'yaétls{‘iignCe and
strict discipline, which agés ‘:f)jave
brought to so much perfection in_mi-

litary' affairs, be transferred to 'im-

mense masses of men emp_loyed' ‘in
iy Why cannot
wé hear of one hundred thousand he-

oo oo

‘roes led on by skilful and ablé pénedrals

to the achievdmeént’ of fore “s'ﬁg&ﬁiﬁc
( "y '".!' .5, (.“1,;.,51;_;5 “.:"'

*
h
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effect, which shall perhaps fertilize a
kingdom, or alter the face of a coun-
try, or provide for the certain happi-
ness of many future generations?
"What fair hand shall first have the
honour of working a standard in which
the olive-branch shall be conspicuous?

When shall the world read the first

bulletin, announcing the bhlessed ope-
rations of these peaceful campaigns ?

Monumental Inseription to Dr.
Alexandeér. 1s not this rather too
long for the beau-ideal of an epitaph ?
Kirke White has a critical Essay on
- the subject, which seems judicious and
worth consulting. Yet g know how
hard it is to repress the affectionate
loquacity which dwells on departed
excellence.

Letter from Jefferson to Adams.
While I allow that nothing can be
more classically beautiful and affecting
than the correspondence between these
old men, yet I must not conceal the
fact, that many very experienced po-
Iiticians on this side the Atlantic,
though they admired the amiable,
scothing and conciliatory tone exhi-
bited by Mr. Jefferson in this letter,
were not a little astonished at the
manner in which he qualifies one of
the longest, and most bitter political
quarrels that have ever distracted our
country. Still, Mr. Jefferson’s expla-
nation of the peculiar attitude into
which circumstances formerly threw
himself and Mr. Adams in respect to
each other, may be the true one, and
precisely that which was wanted. We
certainly cannot expect higher autho-
rity on the subject. As corroborative
testimony on Mr. Adams’s part also, I
remember a conversation held by him
with an old New-Hampshire clergy-
man, who carried me forty miles, when
a boy, to visit the Ex-President in the
year 1803 or 1804. At that time po-
litical parties were raging in the most
furious manner under the nominally
opposite banners of Jefferson and
Adams. OQur host was carrying us
round his richly-cultivated farin, and
well do I remember the top of a little
stony eminence on which he paused
for a short time, and pronounced a
warm eulogy on the character of Mr.
Jefferson. Having never heard the
last name mentioned by Mr. Adams’s
supporters but with execration, and
having myself conceéived against it a
strong prejudice, I cannot describe the
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force with which a lesson of liberality
was thus taught me from -the lips of 3
l;ecelntly unsuccessful and disappointed
rival.

Irish Episcopel Incomes. Nothing
can be more reasonable, practicable
and liberal, than the proposition of
the correspondent of the Morning
Chronicle.. There is no feature in the
present condition of America more
attractive than the annual voluntary
payment of an immense sum all over
the country for the support of the
institutions of religion. The amount
contributed for this purpose, is pro-
bably double the whole expense of the
civil government. During the last
year, many more new and costly
churches were erected than ever before,
The disposition to enlarge the salaries
of ministers is more frequently wit-
nessed, than to diminish them. Inall
our back-settlements, every body, in
the shape of a clergyman of any deno-
mination, has his passage free over all
ferries ; his entertainment is given him
wherever he chooses to lodge, and his
host, though ever so irreligious a re-
probate, informs him, that if he wishes
it, the neighbours (i. e. people who
live from a half mile to three miles
off) shall be called in to hear him
preach. 1 beg that these symptoms
of respect and kindliness for religion,
may be attended to, as a little bright-
ening of the horrible pictures which
have been so zealously circulated 1n
England, of our poor Backwoodsmen.

Fraud on the Memory of Collins.
Base, indeed. Baut, without impeach-
ing the integrity of Mr. D’Israel’s
intentions in making out for us this
literary curiosity, I should like to have
heard "Mr. Cumberland’s account of
the same transaction. ’

On the voluntary Nature of Christ’s
Death. This writer thinks that Christ,
being without sin, might have escaped
death any way. But infants, it seems,
cannot escape death, though ever so
free from sin. How, too, was Christ’s
death purely voluntary, when the
writer acknowledges that ‘it was ap-
pointed by Divine Providence”? I
am not certain that those passages of
Scripture want illumination, which he
says will receive light from his pecu-
liar view of Christ’s death.

Dr. John Jones on the Parable of
Dives. Notwithstanding the haughty
sneers of such works as the Quarterly
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Review, and the accidental unpopu-
Jarity of his- Unitarian sentiments, Dr.
John Jones will be studied and ad-
mired more and more through every
succeeding year of the present century,
at the very least. His Illustrations of
the Four Gospels, in its peculiar spe-
cies of merit, is rivalled only by Paley’s
Horee Pauline. Dr. Graves on the
Pentateuch has attempted a similar
view with considerable ability and suc-
cess, but with few of those unexpected
and surprising flashes of penetrating
ingenuity which distinguish the other
two writers. If Dr. Jones is occa-
sionally too refined and imaginative,
if some of his conclusions possess
not the convincing weight which cha.-
racterizes nearly all of Paley’s, it is
to be ascribed to the more airy nature
of his track of speculation, while the
defect is more than sufficiently ba-
lanced and redeemed by the almost
ingpired light which he throws upon
so many passages of Scripture. How
happy is he in his comment on Luke
xvi. 18, in the communication before
us! Nothing prevents us from yield-
ing the assent of full conviction to his
sagacious conjectures, here, as well as
in many other parts of his writings,

but the doubt which will/ force itself

into our minds, whether the evange-
lists reported the speeches and actions
of our Saviour in the exact order in
which they were delivered and per-
tormed, and whether the original ma-
terials for the composition of the Gos-
pels into their present state were not
more fragmentary and disjointed than
our critic is disposed to represent
them ;—a doubt, however, which his
own lucid and ingenious illustrations
tend very powerfully to remove.
Lines addressed to the Pope. Mr.
Rutt cannot give us too many mar-
ceaux from his extensive and multifa-
rous reading. OQOught not this epi-
gram to have been translated in a
more compact manner? And will not
the following attempt, though inferior
In all other gualifications, preserve in
this particular the spirit of the origi-
nal somewhat more than either the

French or English versions of Dr.
Macauley ?

Hovg how, oh Herod, impious foc !

At Christ’s approach, why tremble so0?
I'he giver of bright realms divine,

Will scarcely stoop to crowns like thine.
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Correspondence between an Unita-

.rian and e Calvinist. Considering the

particular point on which this corre-
spondence turns, would it not have
been fair to entitle it as existing be-
tween an Universalist and Calvinist.?

1 cannot see the propriety of demand-

ing or implying that every Unitarian,
as such, necessarily believes in the

‘doctrine of universal salvation.

How far would one be right in con-
jecturing that this correspondence is

-fictitious—a series of letters between

some Cicero, and his friend Mark
Tully 2 o

Cornish Controversy. Mr. Le Grice
has exhibited some specimens of ecan-

-dour, spirit, and talent, in this little

communication, which have my ready
admiration. But I think he is mis-
taken in representing it as a peculiar
‘“ feature of the present times’’ that
Dissenters in heart from the Church
of England yield to the temptation
which she herself guiltily holds out to
artake of her ceremonies. Does not
Ir. Le Grice remember the marvel-
lous, the astounding facility with
which hundreds and hundreds of the
clergy quietly shut their mouths in
the beginning of William and Mary’s
reign, rather than resign ‘‘ the mono-
poly of good things’”’? Have not the
ecclesiastical maxims of England at
all times, and in the successive tri-
umphs of several different parties,
driven numbers to ‘“ put a bridle on
their consciences and lips’”? “ Look
at the Non-Juror,” he says, ‘“ at the
beginning of the last century.” To
be sure, there were some Non-Jurors
at that time ; but perhaps too few ;
certainly not enough to characterize
it as a 'very disinterested age in con-
trast with the present, in which Mr.
Le G. himself finds occasion reverently
to apostrophize such men as Lindsey,
Disney, and Wakefield, and passes a
deserved eulogiumn on their numerous
existing followers. Does this gentle-
man, in the great simplicity of his
heart, suppose that every one who
complied with the oaths in the begin-
ning of the last century was a con-
scientious churchman, who would have
made any sacrifice rather than sign
the Solemn League and Covenant un-
der a Presbyterian Government ?
Bereus on the proposed American
Quaker Creed. 1 hope this writer



.means not to be satirical, when he
compares “Teason :to ‘the solar light,
-and revelation to-a.lemp-enlightening
rreason’s path.

. 1The change of ““4im’ into ¢ him-
self;’” in the 5th article-of the Quakers’
- Oreed, seems, -at first: sight, atroeious.

.But when we remember for 2 moment

-their sincere and undoubting belief in
the identity of the Fatherand the Son,

it can scarcely be called the literary

-or.even pious fraud it seems to be.

- Plan for relieving -Chapel Debt.

“There is one feature in this plan which
appears to be excellent. 1t is'that of

-making the amount of the whole debt

- a kind of sinking fund, to be paid off
gradually and annually in easy mstal-

-ments by the subscribers. There are

- thousands with small salaries, and
- other meoderate, though sure incomes,
‘to whom . it would - perhaps be less
formidable to suhseribe. in prospect a

-guinea annually for ten years, than

to pay two guineas at the moment.
Why could not the most or all of

_your chapel-debts in England be paid
- off by these prospective subscriptions?
Either the debt might be funded, if
the creditor chose, in such a subscrip-

“tion, or, if the whole sum were re-
quired to be immediately paid down,
would not capitalists be found in your
calculating country, who would ad-
vance at once a proper amount of
purchase-money, and take the sub-
scriptions at their own risk 2

-Society for the FEclief of Protestant
Dissenting Ministers’ Widows. An
institution so essentially Chrisfian, and
so entirely unexceptionable in every

- point of view, that I cannot but confi-
«ently trust, that this Appeal of the
- Society has “succceded to the utmost
~ of its-modest claims, and reasonable,
thouﬁ{ hesitating wishes. It may

- partake too much of patriot-egotism,

for me to refer so frequently as 1 do

to institutions ‘and things in my own

country, when suggested by corres-
. But
ithey bear against, himself.”

{)ondmg objects in England.
1aving so frequently observed i-the
- pages of the Repository, an interest
- taken in American religious affairs,, I
‘hope to be somewhat;.,shelbered»,by
‘that circumstance from: the charge .of
--obtrusiveness and presumption when
I undertake to communicate any Jigtle
- points. of ecelesiastical information
whieh happen to: be as ““familar -to

-poses.
.give it some authority in the churches

& ;scomﬁtpre ,\0

. hig, - opponent’s arguents, upon
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.y ear as houschold words.” Ther,
is .a pretty exact counterpart to the
_above-mentioned Socxety, 1n the State
-of -Massachusetts. It is confined,
however, to members of the Inde.
pendent denomination, which has al-
ways been very predominant in that
commonwealth. The funds of the
Society are ample and inereasing, and
the current resources of each year are
.augmented by a collection taken on
the day after the annual election of
Governor in Boston, on the occasion
of a sermon being preached before the

_Convention of Congregational Minis-
‘ters of the State.
-this Convention, its objects .are not

‘With regard to

very definite or prominent. It is ra-

.ther continued for moral and social,

than for political or ecclesiastical pur-
Attempts have been made.to

and to convert it into an engine of
intolerance. But the liberal spirit of
the age frowned them down. The
Convention is at present composed of
nearly equal portions .of Unitarian
and Calvinist ministers, and a rule has
tacitly been adopted, and. adhered to
with tolerable consistency for a length
of time, to choose for the preachers
of each succeedmg _year, an orthodox
and a liberal minister .alternately.
About two hundred members gene-
rally assemble, and a.most generous
dinner is provided for .the Convention
by some of the graceless Unitarian
churches of Boston.

Capmm Gifford on Bishop Bur-
gess’s Speech. 'The Bishop of- St.
‘Davxd’q enjoys his, dignity and reve-
nue ; but (J}a t, Gifford has_the satis-
faction of nobly. defending the, right
side ;

¢ Victrix causa- Diis placmt, sed victa
Catoni.’

Capt. G. might have studied a little
more lucxd method. In one part of
his Lssay. he says, « ] pow take up
his qwn, opmlons and arguments as
After
thig task. for a. while to
hthe Bxshop, he
\agalm says, ‘“-And how rdo the Bl"’
shop’s arguments react uponlzzmself ?
This question is somewhat perﬁ lexing,
apd at least, unnchsaqry while the

writer is in.the.mid gareer of Qurlllll"g
m

pmsscut;nz{,
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as he had promised to do in the first
sentence quoted: above. It is no¢
from a spirit of hyper-criticism that I
make: this remark, but from an idea

that Capt. G. will yet have many oc--

casions to step forward successfully in:
defence of thie best of causes, and that
therefore 3 little attention to style
will render his endeavours more pros-
perous. |

Review. 7Toller’s Sermons. A very
admirable piece of criticism. But
may I not be surprised, that the Re-
viewer i8 so scanty and recherchant in
his list of favourite sermon-writers ?

In another place he objects to Mr.
Hall’'s views respecting the length re-
quired for a complete sermon, and
the degree to which arguments and
topics may be repeated in the same
discourse. I rather incline to the
sentiments of the biographer on this
subject, if properly guarded and modi-
fied, nor erected into universal, ex-
ceptionless rules. Being a thorough
convert to the fine maxim of Mr.
Hall’s philosophy, respecting the good
effect produced by keeping the atten-
tion of an audience fixed on a subject
for a considerable time, particularly
if accompanied by a correspondent
train of vivid feeling, I am unwilling
to discourage the composition and de-
livery of long sermons. I should say,
preach to your hearers as long as they
can well bear it. But to this effect,
your own capacities must be studied
as well as their habits watched. If
the homilies of Chrysostom and the
discourses of Sherlock were very short,
the sermons of Massilon, Bourdaloue,
Bossuet, Saurin, Tillotson, and the
harangues of Whitfield were very long.
It is absurd to lay down the same
Procrustéan rule for speakers of va-
rious qualifications, to say nothing of
the different lengths of time which
different subjects require. Shall we
allow half an hour to the cold, didac-
tic, abstract treatment of religious to-
pics, which is peculiar to some preach-
ers, and shall we, simply because
half an hour is enough {or that pur-
pose, confine to the same space of
tme, the orator, whose lively imagi-
hation, copious stores of illustration,
ammated manner, and flexible, pleas-
Ing, appropriate, varied elocution, cen
Command the-attention of a mixed
audience more closely for an hour
than another can for ten -minutes?
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Surely he who is gifted with the hap-,

py faeulty of detaining: in. the house:

of God his fellow-mortals, without
weariness -on their part, or a. wish to,
retreat, must be acknowledged, at the;
very least, to exert.an innocent power.
And does he not deserve higher praise2:
Is he not.rescuing them, for the time:
being, from the temptation of idle and
injurious pursuits? Is he not giving
them a taste for superior enjoyments:
Is he not imparting fineg, habitudes of
character and feeling, which are likely
to be permanent, as well as benefieial »
Wesley, it is true, as our Reviewer
urges, recommended short discourses.
But /e might have had some. valid
reasons for so doing, which will not
apply to other denominations. The
Methodists principally aim at pro-
ducing conversions by clamorous, im-
passioned prayer, and often by prayer,
singing, exhortation, shouting,* sup-

plosio, laughing and crying, all to-

gether. Regular, formal preaching is
the most inefficient instrument they
make use of; and Wesley was un-
doubtedly conscious of it. But on
our side of the kingdom .of heaven
the Sermon is the great- engine of
instruction, impression, and general
religious edification.+ A correspond-

e g i 2 - o and

* At a camp-meeting in our new state
of Alabama, this year, a'man under con-
viction, rose from before the altar, where
the ministers were praying for him, and
rushed through the assembly, exclaiming,
Independence, my God! Independence,
my God!

+ ¢ In proportion as the ceremonies
of public worship, its shows, and exte.
rior observances, were retrenched by the
Reformers, the people were inclined tq
contract a stronger attachment to ser-
mons.”” Hume, Hist. Eng. ch. xxxiv. The
Methodists did not, indeed, return to the
exterior observances ofthe Romish church,
but they substituted for them other bo-
dily actions and excitements of the senses
and imagination, which rendered preach-
ing equally subordinate as formerly. In
the following passage, Hume treats the
institutiem of preaching quite scarvily and
unjustly, though mingling up some truth
in his remarks. A different, and I'hope
a truer account of it has been given in
the text. “ It is ohservable,” he says,
¢¢ that the (Church of Rome and that of
England being bath of them lavers of
form and ceremony and order, are wmore
friends ‘to prayer ‘than preaching ; while
the puritanical scctaries, who find that
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ence between the personal character
of tlie preacher and the rules which
he . inculcates, a knowledge that his
own religious experience is perpetu-
ally breathing through the discourses
which he delivers, these constitute
not only an irresistible charm, but
an overcoming power upon our as-
semblies and communities, the ten-
dency of which is, to build them up
in the beauty of holiness. I do not
intend to imply that Wesley placed
no value on this kind of means; far
from it; but his principal attention
was devoted to other more stormy
modes of obtaining success. Besides,
his followers, we know, preached ex-
temporaneously ; most of them were
uninstructed men, and unable to treat
subjects with that fulness and interest
which may be expected of those who
spend much time in writing and pre-
paration, for the business of which a
long, varied, and extensive education
has adapted them. But further, did
even Wesley himself constantly en-
force the precept in question by his
own example? Not if I have heard
and read aright. Our Reviewer ad-
duces the example of the Greek ora-
tors too against some of Mr. Hall’s
critical maxims,; but without much
force of application. The cases are
not parallel. Even if it had been a
question about modern forensic or
civil eloquence, the cases would have
been far from parallel. Much less
when pulpit eloquence is the theme,
The audiences of modern times are
not composed of the same materials
with those of the ancient. The ob-
jects aimed at in addressing them are
unlike. The speakers come before
them in entirely different capacities.
Isocrates would be an author most in
point. But his discourses are longer
than many of Demosthenes’. A rhap-
sody of Homer, a Muse of Herodotus,
a Book of Thucydides, were probably
borne patiently by even the volatile
Athenians at one sitting. Also, De-

the latter method of address, being di-
rected to a numerous audience present
and visible, i8 more inflaming and ani-
mating, have always regarded it as the
chief part of divine service.”” Ch. lii.
Somewhat inconsistent with this doc-
trine, Hume elsewhere ascribes the ex-
cesses and disorder of the Puritans to
their habits of abstract devotion. Sée
chap. xlvii,

Critical Synopsis of the Monthly Repository for June, 1824.

mosthenes and Aschines have left
some orations which must have occy.
pied an hour or more in the delivery,
They will, moreover, be found, to iy.
dulge in a repetition of argumenty
and topics to a much greater degree
than the Reviewer seems to allow. [
is customary with them to rest their
cause on one or two main points,
which they urge in every variety of
form and enforcement, plying away, if
I may so say, with the same battering
ram, until they effect the desireq
breach. |

The Reviewer appears to me to
undervalue the benefits to be derived
from the frequent and protracted ex-
citement of - religious feclings in a
listening audience. The effect of good
itnpressions and emotions subsides not
with the feelings themselves. The
attention has been vivified and fixed
by them ; the memory has been more
indelibly stamped; and virtuous and
religious biases of character have been
more decidedly favoured.

Fest-India Unitarian Tracts.
Trinitarian Missionar
India may now be
written down. o

Burns upon Irving. If 1 thought
the British public had not long since
become perfectly indifferent about
Mr. Irving or his rhapsodies, I would
take the liberty in one word to give
my candid and humble opinion of
him.

-~ Devotional Ezercises Certainly
procure me a copy, Mr. Editor. My
library is a thoroughtare for a pretty
numerous circle, and I have the hap-
piness of knowing that many will read
this work before I shall have possessec
1t a year.

The
Cause in East-
airly said to be

Poetry. Morneng. This is very
beautiful. It almost sets itself to
music. Yes, it falls thus, as I read it,

on my fancy’s ear :—The first verse,
Recitative. The second verse, a duet;
two first lines, treble; the next two,
tenor ; the two last, both voices to-
gether. The third verse, a Trio. The

fourth and fifth, Grand Chorus of -

voices with a hundred instruments:
T'he sixth and seventh, Treble Solo.
And as the piece now terminates Ta-
ther abruptly, I would ask the author
for one more verse, embodying per-
haps a real prayer for the. blessings
enuinerated in the two preceding stan-
zas to be sung by the-charus of voices



Affinity of Caliinists and Antinomians.

accompanied only by the full organ,
and ending with "
<¢ Hear us, Thou on whom we call,
Light and life, and Lord of All !”

Napoleon. An obvious trite reflec-
tion—but nervously and-elegantly ver-

-sified.

Obituary. Mr. Christie. The vo-
lnme of Lectures by this gentieman
oon the Unity of God is one of the
most clear and convincing books on
the subject that have been published.
Some of the strongest minds in Ame-
rica date their conversion to Unita-
rianism from its first perusal.

Baron Maseres. Was the edict of
Nantes atrocious, or its revocation 2

The mystery of the multiplication
of negative quantities can only be
solved by regarding them as relative,
not absolute existences. Nobody on
earth can practically and palpably de-
monstrate that — 2 multiplied by —
2 will amount to - 4, as one can
shew by counting two fingers on this
hand and two on the other, that 2
multiplied by 2 amounts to 4. All
we can say 1is, that this species of
mathewmatical solecisin is a very con-
venient instrument in algebraical ope-
rations, and leads to results which
never deceive.

Unitarian Association. Had we zeal
and spirit enough in the United States
to adopt a grand central organic in-
stitution like this, it would not be
many years before our belief would be
characteristic of the national religion.
Is there to be obtained a list of Anti-
trinitarian congregations in Great Bri-
tain, with the names of the pastors,
4 statement of members, and other
statistical information of the kind?
Would not an annual Report or Regis-
ter to this effect, after the manner of
the Methodists, and some other deno-
Innations, communicate an interest
and iinpulse to the progress of the
cause ?

Christian Tract Society. Perhaps
the periodical publication of tracts,
as far as posstble, would best pro-
Mmote the objects of such a society.
bupp(»?e it should establish a monthly
Magazine or weekly newspaper for
¢xlenswve, gratuitous, or very cheap
circulation among the poor. Its con-
tents, though chiefly moral and reli-
glous, might be rendered more at-

tractive by a little innocent variety ; a
VoL, xx. 2u

ad
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‘Smmmary of the News of the Pay,

Discoveries in Science, Poetry, Ex-
tracts, &c. &c.” Perhaps some exist-
ing publication, after the “necessary

~modifications, could be appropriated

to this purpose.
et

SIR, April 7, 1825.

7 OUR publication for September,
did not fall in my way till this
month. A correspondentin that Num-
ber, who signs himself A Calvinist,
complains that Mr. Worsley identifies
Calvinisin with the gross and revolt-
ing notions of Antinomianism. Most
Calvinists indeed dislike to be classed
with Antinomians, which I consider a
good sign that they have some regard
to common sense; but I confess I
could never see any marked distinction
between them, except that the latter
act up to their principles, while the
former do not. Sandeman appears to
have decided this point. If both pro-
fess the same principles, the rejection
of the title of 4n Antinomian, by a
Calvinist, is no more a proof that it
does not properly belong to him, than
a man’s disavowal of bigotry will
prove that he is not a bigot.

Our first inquiry should be, what it
is to be an Antinomian. Perhaps we
could not describe his sentiments
better in a few words, than by saying
he is an Ultra~-Calvinist, who inter-
prets Predestination in the most rigid
sense. He believes that good works
are of no signification in the sight of
God, or rather that by themselves
they are an abomination to him.
Whoever supposes that good works

‘have any effect to procure the favour

of God, or whoever endeavours to the
end of life to perform them with this
view, will be condemned by an Anti-
nomian as a proud contemner of gos-
pel grace, and consequently as a re-
probate doomed to perdition. He be-
lieves farther that divine grace does
every thing or nothing in the works
of conversion and justification, that
the elect can by no act forfeit their
salvation, that the gospel dispensation
has superseded the moral law, and
that his evil works have not the cha-
racter of sin. Yet in candour we
should allow that his object in this
last sentiment is, to be consistent with
his principles, and not to justify wick-
edness. As he obtained saving faith,
according to his view of it, while he
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remained in his sins, he thinks they
"ean de no bar at any time to his elec-
tion. When this reasoning subjects
him to the charge of undermining mo-
‘rals, he parries it, by saying that God
does not allow his elect to be guilty of
such wicked actions as may require
repentance, and therefore that confes-
sion of sin and repentance imply an
ignorance of the gospel.

The question here is, not how far
this zealot is mistaken in his opinions,
but how far a Calvinist is identified
with him. To enumerate all the de-
grees and shades of Calvinism would
be endless; I shall therefore confine
my observations to the doctrines held
by the great majority of those who
profess it.

In the definition of an Antinomian,
it is only in the two last particulars
that Calvinists can say they are distin-
guished from him ; for they deny as
firmly as any Antinomian that works
have any effect whatever to procure
the favour of God. Justification, they
say, is to be attributed exclusively to
a cause which is totally out of the

ower of any mortal ; and this cause
18 the decree of God, before the crea-
tion of man, by which he willed that
the merits of Christ’s atonement
should be applied to a certain number
out of mankind, without any foresight
of their faith or works. At the same
time he decreed, as they hold, that
power should be given to these elect,
to accept Christ at the proper time ;
and this miraculous power, which is
what they call justifying faith, they
can no more secure for themselves by
any act of mind or body, which origi-
nates in their own free-will, than they
could give themselves a new sense.
But Calvinists say, that though good
works have no effect to procure justi-
fication, yet they will not be wanting
in those who truly accept Christ.
This is the identical language of the
Antinomian, and no distinction ap-
pears between them on this ground.
Nothing alarms both one and the
other so much as an apprehension
that they attribute any eflicacy to
their works, and this feeling and dread
they flatter themselves is humility.
But what good is there in humility
without charity, or can it exist? To
‘renoungce works, and to vilify their na-
ture and character, cannot entitle them
-to the praise of humility, while their

.supersede the moral law.

- Affinity of Calvinists and Antinomians,

professions of abasement are united,
in their estimation, with no less ,
distinction than a supernatural power
to accept Christ, with a direct revela-
tion that they are the elect and favour.
ites of God ; while they believe at tl,e
same time, that all from whom this
revelation is withheld, and who never
obtain it, are reprobates.. In describ-
ing and judging a reprobate they en-
tirely agree, and in these respects,
their humility and charity are equally
conspicuous. |

Nor is there any material difference
between them in their assurance, that
they can by no act forfeit the Divine
favour. This assurance follows neces.-
sarily from their theory respecting the
decrees of God ; but a little comnmon
sense obtrudes, in spite of theory, and
renders Calvinists occasionally weak
in faith. Antinomians have greater
confidence.

We come now to the consideration
of the two particulars, on account of
which Calvinists will not submit te
be called Antinomians. One of these
has been already disposed of, where I
gave the explanation of the opinion,
that the evil works of some men have
not the character of sin. Few Cal-
vinists of the present day will say that
God does not behold sin in the elect,
but none of them will ohject to say
that he will not finally punish it; and
this opinion is the same in effect with
the explanation of the Antinomian.

It remains now to be considered
whether Calvinists so far resemble
Antinomians in their doctrines, as to
Probably
neither party will adinit expressly that
they do this, but their denial 1s nct
suficient to decide the question. Do
they not both maintain that our nature
derived from Adam is not merely very
iinperfect and prone to sin, but that
it. is sinful altogether, without one
redeeming grace; or, more properly,
that it is sin itself in the abstract:
To such a degree do they carry this
sentiment, that they say the best work
of the best man, vietved without the
atonement of Christ, deserves hell.
Yet when a monster of sin supposes
he has power given him to accept
Christ, notwithstanding a sensc of his
sins continued to that moment, and
notwithstanding that he still continues

‘to insist on his vileness, he takes pos-

session without hesitation or difficully
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of the infinite righteousness of Christ,
and of the infinite merits of his atone-
ment. Fraught with these, he stands
boldly before the inﬁplte \yrath of GO(.],
and challenges justlﬁqatlon from his
justice, regag’d.less of his mercy.

These opinions appear to me to
Lhave a direct tendency to supersede
the moral law. But a man may not
think it fair to be charged with opi-
nions which he denies, . though they
may be inferred from his principles.
Both Antinowmians and Calvinists may
deny that they supersede the moral
law; and it may be judicious to take
them at their word. Yet they hold
two other doctrines of the same ten-
dency, which try our candour to the
utmost. These are, the doctrine of
unconditional election, and the appal-
ing doctrine of unconditional reproba-
tion. 1 call the last appaling, not be-
cause the mention of it can alarm any
rational man, but on account of its
atrocity, and because it is most dis-
tressing to think that zealous and
learned Protestant Christians in the
nineteenth century, who lay claim to
the only true profession of the gospel,
should fail so deplorably in charity and
common sense as to entertain it, and
should represent in so hideous a light
the pure and benign religion of Jesus
Christ. If they will adbere to their
principles, they mnust maintain that
the Deity is a malignant Being; and,
in fact, they do say, that God, to the
praise of his glorious justice, indulges
his infinite wrath against the great
body of mankind, and that he would
do the same toward all men without
exception, if an infinite personm, as
much God as himself, had not plucked
the elect from him as brands out of
the fire. Mercy is altogether excluded
from bhis attributes, according to their
views of the gospel. Does it not
plainly appear to be of very serious
importance to them, that they analyze
and review their doctrines ; and that
they reflect, not merely that the Scrip-
tures do not teach, but that no reve-
lation from God can possibly teach,
that he doomed the greater part or
any part of mankind to endless tor-
ments, without affording them a pos-
sibality of escape? If they should
prove that a doctrine so dishonourable
to God. is taught in the Scriptures,
who will believe the Scriptures? What
@ head and what a heart must that

person have who can pertinaciously
maintain this doctrine! To such a
person I would say, without scruple,
““ Verily, the publicans and the har-
lots go into the kingdom of God before

you.
S.
et
Mr. Bakewell’s Remarks on the Re-
publication of Dr. J. P. Smith’s
Letters respecting Generva.

June 4, 1825,

HEN I concluded my fourth
letter to Dr.J. Pye Smith, I
trusted that the controversy respect-
ing the present state of morals in
(Geneva was at rest; Dr. S. has, how-
ever, thought proper to republish his
accusations of the G(enevese in a
pamphlet, to give a wider circulation
to the charges which he has brought
against the pastors and people of that
city. I have been prevented by a long
illness from taking an earlier notice of
this pamphlet. Before I examinedit, I
fully expected to find those passages
were omitted, which contained the
gross abuse of the Genevese people
and of M. Cheneviere, but with the
exception of the epithet “ dumb,” all
the abuse and calumny remain undi-
minished without apology, and without
acknowledgment of their falsehood.”

It will be in the recollection of your
readers, that I repeatedly and earnestly
pressed Dr. S. to bring proofs of the .
‘ gross immorality, protaneness, and
open flagitiousness’> with which he had
charged the Genevese, and to name
any large Calvinistic city where the
morals were as pure as in (Feneva.
Your readers will also recollect that
Dr. S. utterly failed to substantiate
his charges, and avoided it by inti-
mating that the morality of the Gene-
vese was not Christian morality, and
that there was no corresponding in-
crease of true Christians aimmong them.
Dr. Smith will not insult the under-
standing of your readers by citing the
alleged instances of the profane ex-
pressions of a few soldiers or women
and children riotously assembled, even
were they true. 1 say he will not
insult them by citing these instances

RPN
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SIR,

* The pamphlet Dr. S. has entitled,
<« A Vindication of those Citizens of Ge-
neva and other Persons who have been
instrumental in reviving Scriptural Reli-
gion i that City,”” &c. - .



332 Remarks on the Republication of Dr, Smitkh's Letters respecting Genepy.

as serious proofs of the depraved state
of morals of the members of the Ge-
nevese Church; they are no ‘more
proofs of it than the drunken ribaldry
of a few soldiers in an ale-house at
Homerton, would be proof of the
general depravity of Dr. Smith’s con-
gregation. With respect to the re-

blication of Dr. Smith’s calumnies,
fl;lvill ask him, what he would think of
the conduct of a minister who should
charge a person with gross immorality
and open flagitiousness, because he
had left his congregation, and when
this minister was repeatedly and ear-
nestly called upon to prove that the
person accused was in any respect
more immoral than himself or the
members of his congregation, he not
only declined offering his proofs, but
republished his charges in another
form to spread the calumny wider?
Would not such a minister be deemed
by him guilty of heinous iinmorality ?
Nor do I think the immorality less
heinous, because it is directed against
a whole people in a distant country.
Dr. Sinith asserts, that ‘“ the morality
of Calvinistic writers is the most se-
rious and /Aig-h-toned of all religious
authors ;”” but if his own attempt to
rob the Genevese of their fair fame
and character, be an example of this
high-toned Calvinistic morality, I care
not how high or how loud its tone
may be; it is no better than that of
““ sounding brass or the tinkling cym-
bal,” for 1t is without charity and
without veracity. Dr. Smith bas now
preferred a bill of indictment against
the Genevese and their pastors before
the tribunal of the public at large,
and he is bound, if he have any re-
gard for his own character, either to
substantiate his charges or to acknow-
ledge their falsity. The republication
of these calumnies could not be neces-
sary to vindicate the party he styles
““ the revivers of scriptural religion in
Geneva.” Nor will the inhabitants
at large of that city be converted to
Calvinism by accusations of gross im-
morality and open profaneness, which
they must know and feel to be untrue.
Men are not, and will not be con-
verted to any wiode of faith by loading
them with unmerited abuse’; of this
Dr. J. P. Smith must be fully aware,
and therefore I am confirmed in my
former apinion, that it is not against
the Genevese but the English Unita-

rians, that the attack is directed,
There appears to be a systematic play
of warfare arranged by Dr. S. and
some of his friends, to vilify the moral
character of Unitarians, by the boldest
and most unfounded calumnies. Ip
the Eclectic Review of this montl,
June, art. Fuller’s Works, those who
embrace Unitarianism are described
as exhibiting in their conduct proofs
of a lamentable declension in piety
and morality : ‘ The. Unitarian doc-
trines are most readily taken up by
the defiled and unbelievers, to whom
nothing is pure; even their mind and
consciences are defiled” !

Allow me to tell this writer and
Dr. J. P. Smith, Gf they be not the
same, ) that the person who abandons
the cruel doctrines of Calvin and
adopts more just opinions of the Di-
vine Government, will part with that
gloom and despondency which charac-
terize many of the sect he has left; he
will part with all pharisaical leaven and
grimace ; he will banish from his style
in speaking and writing the O’s! and
the Yea’s ! which pass with the igno-
rant for unction ;* he will assume a
more cheerful aspect and a more na-
tural and manly character; but I deny
that from these indications any humnan
being has a right to say, that such a
man is less religious than formerly.
The spirit of true religion, if I have
read aright the discourses of Christ,
consists not in modes of faith and
outward observances and austerities,
but in preserving an habitual sense of
our dependence on Divine Power, and
an habitual desire to confirm our
conduct to the Divine Will, and the
first practical lesson which true reli-
gion teaches, is to ““ love our neigh-
bours as ourselves;” and he who 18
under the influence of this religion,
will not endeavour to rob his neigh-
bours of, their fair character, by pub-
lishing and republishing unfounded
calumnies against them, which he 18
utterly unable to prove.

Dr. Smith has intimated that the
morality of the Genevese is not Chris-
tian morality, but this also I defy him
to prove. It is true that my friend,
a member of the Church of England,
who had resided several years in Ge-

—— e o

* See a specimen of this style quoted
by Dr. Smith, Vol. XIX. pp. 677, 678, of
the Monthly Repository.




Remarks on the Republication of Dr. Smitl’s Letters respecting Geneva. 333

neva, after asserting that it twas uUN-
QUESTIONABLY THE MOST MORAL
city IN Eurorg, added, 1 do not
attribute this so much to their religion,
as to their domestic education, and
the circumstance of every one being
known to his fellow-citizens ;>” butl
deny to that gentleman and to Dr,
Smith who has quoted him the right
of judging the motives of the members
of a different church, if their conduct
be correct. ¢ By their works ye shall
know them,’® said Christ, and this is
the only test that a Christian can
allow. Be it well remembered, how-
ever, that the question at issue with
Dr. Smith is, not whether the morality
of the Genevese is Christian morality,
but whether they are or are not, when
compared with other nations or Cal-
vinistic societies, ¢‘ grossly immoral
and openly flagitious,” and it is these
charges that I have repeatedly called
upon Dr. Smith to prove. With re-
spect to another assertion he has
made, ‘¢ that there is no proportion-
ate increase of true Clristians in Ge-
neva,” as I do not, like Dr. Smith,
assume the right of searching the
hearts of others, I can only say that,
judging from their works, I believe
there to be a much greater number of
true Christians in the present Gene-
vese Church, than there were in the
golden age of its orthodoxy, when, ac-
cording to Burnet and other writers,
religious pretensions, hypocrisy, insin-
cerity, cheating and secret lewdness,
were ofien associated together.

Before I take my final leave of Dr.
Smith, allow me further to notice his
conduct to M. Cheneviere. Dr. S.
gravely and coolly declares, ¢ I have
done him no injury, 7 have offered
him no insult, unless it be an insult to
bring euvidence of the numerous and
wide departures from truth, which
appear throughout his Summary.” 1
deny that Dr. S. has brought evidence
of this; and even had M. Chenevitre
been ypreatly mistaken in many in-
stances, was no allowance to be made
for the different views under which
men very differently educated may see
the same thing ?

. I have offered M. Cheneviére no
tnsult,” says Dr. Smith. What! is it
0 insult to tell a respectable minister
of the gospel, that he is uilty ‘¢ of

iberate fraud and falsehoed,> that.

““ his heart is hardened beyond even a4
very high degree of moral callousness;?:
that ‘¢ falsehood is its food, and the
most outrageous calumnies @ congenial
delight” 2 Isit noinsult to publish and
republish such calumnies against him >
Is calling a Christian minister a liar,
a thief, a callous-hearted devourer of
falschood and ealumny, no insult?
Yet Dr. J. P. Smith flatly denies, in
the face of his ewn words, that he
has offered M. Cheneviere any insult ;
he calls this gross abuse only “¢ bring-
ing evidence against him ;" it is, in-
deed, such kind of evidence, as the
Reverend writer and his party are too:
much in the habit of bringing against
Unitarians. 'This gross abuse Dr. S.
may call ¢ evidence,”” and 1 admit
that it is evidence, and fearful evidence-
too, of the temper and spirit of the
writer who deals it forth.

“ [ have offered him no insule”’ ¥
wonder that the Reverend writer did
not blush to his very fingers’ ends when
he had written this sentence, and im-
mediately dash his pen through it.
Let me ask Dr. Smith, whether he
would think it no insult te be accused
““ of deliberate fraud and falsehood,
of moral callous heartedness, and with
feeding greedily on outrageous calum-
nies and falsehood’”’? What would
he say of the veracity of that man,
who, after having foaded him with
such gross abuse, should coolly say,
““ 1 have offered Dr. J. P. Smith no
insult”? But I leave Dr. Smith to
reconcile his fit denial of having of-
fered any insult to M. Cheneviere,
with his own conscience and the pub-
lic. Those persons who have not vi-
sited Geneva, may hence learn to ap-
preciate the value of his evidence,
when it is directed against persons of
a different faith from his own. The
spirit and temper of Dr. J. P. Smith
may recal to some of your readers the
memory of Archdeacon John Philpot,
who was himself imprisoned for heresy
in the reign of Queen Mary; but even
in prison he ecvinced as much perse-
cuting zeal as the Catholic party; the
axe and the faggot were not in his
power to use, he therefore was com-
pelled to confine his attacks to words
and personal insult.

When Archdeacon John Philpot
published his defence for spitting en
an Arian, he did not pretend that he
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had offered him no insult, but said he
was commanded by Christian charity
to do it.

““ Cannot vou, Christian bretherne
and sisterne, bear with e, who, for
the just zeal of the glory of my God
and Christ, being blasphemed by an
arrogant, ignorant, obstinately-blind-
ed Arian—Iif I did spit on him? If
my fact seem to them that judge not
all things according to the spirit of
God, uncharitable, yet let them know
that (zoD, WHO IS CHARITY, ALLOW-
ETH THE SAME. Speak ye that have
tongues to praise and confess God
against these Arians; suffer them not
to pass unpointed at, refravne not to
spit at such inordinate swyne, as are
not ashamed to tred under their feet
the precious Godhed of our Saviour
Jesus Christ.” Philpot’s Apology.

The conduct of Archdeacon John
Philpot and Dr. John Pye Sinith may
be fairly compared together, in their
treatment of those they are pleased to
esteem heretics : weare obliged, how-
ever, to grant, (considering the dif-
ferent manners of the times,) that the
outrage of the Archdeacon was less
gross than that of Dr. Smith, for it
did not affect the moral character of
his opponent. The Apology of the
Archdeacon-was also more mnanly, for
he did not deny that he had insulted
his antagonist after lLe had spit upon
him.

Dr. Smith has, in a subsequent let-
ter, expressed his contrition for the
language he has used ; (see his letter,
dated Dec. 16;) but the manner in
which he has done so, is more remark-
able for its ingenuity than its sincerity,
for in the course of the few lines in
which he expresses his sorrow, he has
contrived to repeat his offence twice :
‘““ My language appears to me not too
strong for the JustTice of the case.
I expressed those feelings which ex-
treme misrepresentation could scarcely
fail to excite, but I wish I had re-
pressed them, nvt because I consider
them not merited, but because they are
harsh and irritating, and 1 fear they
violate the precept to instruct with
meekness those who oppose themselves
to the truth.”

The Doctor here seems to feel little
regard for the character of M. Chene-
viere, but is greatly concerned lest his
own character for Christian meekness

Mosaic Mission.

should suffer. He reminds me of whag
the French Republicans said of Lorq
Malmsbury, when he was sent to Pa.
ris to negotiate—‘‘ he was so skilled
in the wily arts of diplomacy, that he
could laugh with one side of his face,
and cry with the other at the same
time.” Thus Dr. Smith presents to
M. Cheneviere on one side the appear-
ance of meekness and conciliation,
while with the other he is preparing
to give a deadly stab to his reputation.
From such Christian meekness as this,
and from such Christian charity as
that of Archdeacon Philpot, most fer-
vently do I pray, Good Lord, deliver

us!
ROBERT BAKEWELL.

June 13, 1825,

P.S. Since I sent the letter of
June 4th to the Monthly Reposi-
tory, I have been informed by the
Rev. George Rooke, Vicar of Yardley
Hastings, Northamptonshire, and late
Chaplain to the English Church in
Geneva, that he has recently been
shewn my first letter in the Monthly
Repository containing. the conversa-
tion between himself and M. Malan,
of Geneva, in which the latter gentle-
man declared, that ¢ he was quite
certain of his own salvation, and he
believed every true Christian ought
to have this assurance.” Mr. Rooke
says that I have given a very cerrect
account of the conversation, and that
the dialogue is a close translation of
what was said by both parties in the
Prench language. I think it proper
to state this, as Dr. S. has chosen to’
express some doubts respecting the
correctness of my report of that con-
versation. Allcw me to add, that Mr.
Rooke resided the greater part of
seven years in Geneva, and saw much
of the state of society in that city.
From his situation as chaplain, be
was intimately acquainted with al-
most all the respectable English fam1-
lies residing in Geneva, and hence he
had also an opportunity of knowing
their sentiments of the Genevese peo-
ple. He was on friendly terms both
with M. Malan and the pastors of the
Genevese Church. No Englishman
has had such ample means of ascer-
taining correctly the present state of
morals in Geneva, and it may be satis-
factory to many of your readers to
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learn, that this gentleman is deqidedly
of opinion that the charges of immo-
rality, profaneness, and open flagi-
tiousness, which have be.en. brought
against the Genevese, are 11.h_beral‘and
unjust, and in direct opposition to the
truth. Let me then advise those who
circulate these charges, to remember
and obey the commandinent, ‘“ Thou
shalt not bear false withess against

thy neighbour.”
ROBERT BAKEWELL.
e
SIR, Muy 21, 1825.

OUR readers are indebted to you

for the very ingenious and enter-
taining paper on the Mosaic Mission,
(pp. 194—204,) translated from the
German of Schiller. In the character
of Editor, you are not supposed to be
accountable for the opinions of your
correspondents, nor have you thought
it necessary to caution your readers
against the belief that the sentiments
which have been offered to our minds,
under the signature of J. P. S., were
those which you hold; why, then,
should you fear lest we believe you
heretic enough to think, as the learned
Schiller thinks on the Divine Legation
of Moses, and under that painful ap-
prehension assure us that you ¢ give
the paper as a literary curiosity, not
at all pledging yourself to its doc-
trine” ? I will not say what some of
vour suspicious readers may remark
upon this gratuitous notice. IJow-
ever, I am delighted to think that,
under the fearful pretext of your en-
tertaining such heretical notions, you
did not withhold from us this excellent
piece altogether.

But where were the evil although a
Christian indulged thoughts running
parallel in some measure with those
of Schiiler? Are we obliged to take
up all the orthodox opinions of the
Old Testament, while we hold our-
selves at liberty to reject those of the
New? It is well known what the
most 1ntelligent part of the Jewish
hation have long thought of Moses.
They do not say he was an impostor.
I'hey regard him as a great man, and
not having yet met with one wnore
wise than he, they follow the religion
to which he gave birth, and prefer it to
all others ; and, all things considered,
e respect their motive ‘und admire
their integrity.  They will not give
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up the pure worship of one God, to
follow either Pagan or Christian ido-
latry. | o

I hope, Sir, you have more of the
intelligent writer’s remarks to give us
on the same history; I hope you will
proceed with them, and let us know
by what means this admirable general
led his army dry-shod over the red sea.
We shall, perhaps, learn that, when
he paid his visit to the Arabian shep-
herd, whose daughter he married, he
first became acquainted with the tides
of the ocean, and approaching the arm
of that sea at a favourable moment,
took advantage of the outset of the
water and drew the Egyptian Monarch
after him, just when the tide was re-
turning in its strength. An event,
Sir, for which even Britons are not
always prepared; for we are informed
that King John, in the contest with
his Barons, conveying his artillery and
baggage and treasures from Lynn into
Cambridgeshire, was so inexperienced
in the tides of his own coast that he
lost them all in the Wash between
that county and Lincolnshire, and nar-
rowly escaped with his life, in conse-
quence of the unlooked-for return of
the waters upon him. Of the charac-
ter and power of tides the Egyptian
King must have been ignorant.

From this same interesting quarter
we may, perhaps, learn, that the thun-
ders and lightnings of Mount Sinai,
might well frighten the Hebrews, who
had passed their days in a land where
rain and storins were unknown, al-
though they could not move the soul
of their general, enlightcned as it had
been, both by the learning of the col-
lege of Heliopolis and an intercourse
with that country of many years’ resi-
dence. Above all, I look with some
anxiety to the same quarter for infor-
mation on the great question of the
language which was employed by the
Hebrew Legislator, and in what kind
of marks the ten commmandments were
written, whether in hieroglyphics or
1{\ alphabetical characters. The bar-
barous people just escaped from an

abject slavery were probably acquaint-

ed with no written language ; that
which their leader made use of would
be what he had learned of the priests
t. Was the song of Moses, so
faithfully reported, committed to wri-
ting or rehearsed by the Hebrew bards,
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and handed down from one to another
of the inspired family? The origin
of written language is one of the wmost
curious investigations that can occupy
.an intelligent mind ; much of the his-
‘tory of man is connected with it; it
embraces many considerations. This
is a subject hitherto involved in ob-
scurity.

There are a few other curious par-
ticulars in the history of the Jews,

‘'which it would highly gratify us to

have explained. The grand mystery
of the pillar of smoke and of fire,
‘which was their guide by day and by
night, is indeed revealed to us in the
wars of Alexander, who employed the
same tokens to conduct his imimense
army when on its march to overturn
the shattered kingdom of Assyria.
But we cannot from the same source
discover in what manner the walls of
Jericho were thrown down: which
curious fact might, perhaps, be ex-

lained, did we know in what manner
those walls were built. We are ac-
‘guainted with no ancient mode of for-
tification, but that of broad mounds
.of earth supported on the outside by a
“wall of stone or brick. But, after all,
the expression of ¢ the walis falling
.down at the sound of the rams’ horns,”’
may be a figure of speech to signify
“the ease with which the Hebrews made
-themselves masters of that city. Much
anust be attributed to the style in
‘which a writer of ancient history deli-
vers his information; we require a
clue to his language to remove diffi-
culties, which without it are insupe-
rable.

A Roman aunthor informs us, Apud
Herodotum, patrem historia, sunt in-
pumerabiles fabulee : many of which
might no longer be fables if we could
make a proper allowance for the man-
ner of expression to which he has at-
tached himself. Thus saith the Lord,
of Moses, is a mere fable when it is
applied to the shape of the ark, and
the trimming of the tabernaclg-cur-
tains ; but it is not so, when we regard
it as an idiom of office, a form of
speech chosen to head the new law—
somewhat like, And be it enacted, &c.
Go on, Sir, to enlighten our minds
upon these knotty points.

Your candour and impartiality are
in every one’s mouth, nor need you
fear the censure of even the most. or-

thodox, after ’naving in 50 long a gye.

-cession of pages ‘given us line upgy,
line and preeept upon precept, to con.

vince us that the Church of Geneva i3
still Calvini§tic. : |

W.
et e
Chichester,

Sir \ June 7, 1825.
Q T the last meeting of the Unita.
rian Fund, Unitarianism assame
a new character, and exhibited an im-
posing spectacde. According to some
of the most eloquent among us, it is
no longer to creep ahcut our villages,

fearful of being stifled by the breath

of slander, or by being frightened, if
not to death, at least into silence

by the frowns of bigotry; but it is to

go forth, to the dismay of error in
Calcutta, and to work wonders in the
British Indian dominions. No one
can rejoice at these prospects more
than I do, though, I acknowledge, I

‘have some doubt, whether the time is
as yet come for the experiment. Those

who know me, will give me credit for
having been, with the humble talent
God has given me, a decided and fear-
less champion of this cause for years,
and hence I feel the doubt I have ex-
pressed to be quite compatible with
the most ardent wishes, that all the
sanguine expectations of those who
hope for much good from Mr. Adam’s
exertions, may be realized. His letter,
in answer to the American queries,
does him honour ; it shews his candour

‘and integrity ; for I think it is most

manifest that he cannot have over-
charged the picture, by a too favour-
able representation of the case, for
the converts to our faith appear to
be persons of but little influence.
Not that they are a whit the worse,
in point of moral respectability, on
this account, but this circumstance

‘makes the prosecution of our cause

there the more hazardous ; nor do I
quite understand what security we
have, that our Missionaries may not
be sent out of the country quite a3

unceremoniously as have been Mr.

Buckingham and others. Imean not,
Sir, that Unitarianism is to be made
the instrument of slily introducing po-
litical subjects, but I know that Chris-
tianity is, when displayed in purity.
eminently favourable to d/‘reedom. .

think I remember Mr. Coaper sayng
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once to me, that from this very cir-
cumstance, he conceived it could not
exist in our West-Indian colonies,
with the present political regulations
there; and I have, upon the same
ground, some doubt whether it can
exist to any extent in India; for
though there is not African slavery,
there are castes, and the shrewd au-
thor of the ¢ Spirit of Despotism”
attributes to the atmosphere of India,
much of the proud, despotic principle
to be met with among us. Is, then,
the country of Nabobs more fit for
the introduction of pure Christianity,
than that of the Planter? I ask this
merely for information, which may
be useful to others, perhaps, as well
as myself, and which my worthy friend
- the Secretary for Unitarian foreign
affairs, will, perhaps, readily afford
through the medium of your pages.
I cannot help sayiug, that I think it
somewhat premature to attempt great
thipgs in India, while many spots
nearer home require assistance. Much
good has been done at Portsmouth by
the Southern Unitarian Fund, and
could it have . extended 1its lahours
either westward, or as far as Arundel
eastward, I think more good would
have been done. It has not been in
the power of the ministers connected
with it to do more than they have, on
account of their official and stated
duties, and though I have mentigned
this to the Unitarian Fund, at the
request of several persons hereabouts,
no assistance of the kind we wanted
has been afforded. I.mention this, not
as a matter of blame, but onlyas a
proof to me, that more missionary
exertions than have as yet been made
might be made in our own country
with effect. There are also through-
out the country many small congrega-
tions to whom pecuniary grants to
enable them to support a minister
more comfortably and more respecta-
bly than they now do, would be highly
“cceptable. With these impressions
on my mind, I am not quite certain
that we ought to give the ‘¢ children’s
crumbs” to others. Sincerely do 1
hope, however, that in consequence
of a liberality not yet shewn by the
Unitarian body, (for I consider its
Inembers hitherto to have had much
more zeal than charity, and to have
‘een more talkers than doers,) our

homne Secretary, apd owr foreign Se-
VOL. XX. 2x

cretary will have their hands fully

- employed, and the most gyatifying

success will attend their labours.
. From one of them I should be glad
to know, whether ¢ Representatives
of Congregations” (according to the
rule of the.Association, 22) mag st-
tend the meeting of the General Com-
mittee on the Tuesday 2 It would
seem by the wording of the rule that
they are excluded. But will they not
be able to give the General Commst-
tee much useful knowledge ? Quite
as much as the “ Deputies of Dis.
trict «Associutions.” Besides, in many
instances, there are no such associa-
tions. The same may. be asked  of
Honorary Members, that is, the minis-
ters  of congregations giving three
pounds annually to the Association.
According to. this rule, they are to
attend on the Wednesday: I do not
know whether this or the Thursday is
intended as the great day of business,
of worship, and of conviviality, be-
cause 1f so, unless some arrangement
different from what has hitherto ob-
tained, be formed, there will be little
time for receiving such reports. The
rule 22 mentions also that sermons
may be preached hefore the Associa-
tion on the evening of Wednesday,
and the morning on Thursday.. Does
this mey leave this arrangement op-
tional with the Committee, or is the
preaching of the sermons a decided
matter? |

I trouble yon with these remarks,
Sir, for my own infermation, because
I see my friend Mr. Fox has, in his
fetter, hinted that he has had intima-
tions of annual assistance from dif-
ferent places, among which is reckoned
Chichester. I was not aware of this ;
not that I mean it to be considered as
my wish, that the members of my
flock are not to do good, or to make
good promises without the previous
consent aof their shepherd, but I shall
be happy by understanding better than
I do at present what we are really
going “abomt, to assist the cause by
communicating such information to

others.

JOHN FULLAGAR.
. SIR, | |
' HE ‘€ Unitarian Fund,”’ by the
. resolutions passed; at the late
Anniversary Meesing, will in - fature
bear a new name, viz. that of Tus
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BRritisH AND ForeieN UNITARIAN
AssociATION : and, under this new
and more comprehensive character
may, we hope, be capable of more
extensive usefulness. As the name
Unitarian Fund, though dear to many,
will be soon nearly lost to the public,
the period has arrived, when a short
account of its Rise and Progress may
appear interesting to many, if not to
all your readers. I am speaking of
an institution that has existed nearly
twenty years, which has received the
eountenance and support of many of
the wisest and best men amongst us ;
an institution which, by its operation,
has changed our character and cir-
cumstances as a religious denomina-
tion, and, by having succeeded far
beyond all previous calculation, has
proved eminently useful. The origin
and progress of such an institution,
whether viewed in its moral or its
religious effects, can never be regarded
by-the lever of truth and of free in-
quiry with indifference. Bound up as
we frankly confess our most interest-
ing associations are with its history,
it is not merely with a view to self-
gratification, that this detail is here
given, but also in the hope, that, by
giving it a wider circulation, good
snen 1n different parts of the world
and in future times, may, from the
~example here presented, be induced
to unite and to exert themselves for
~the promotion of truth and goodness—
to do something towards promoting
the happiness of man, and the honour
of Almighty God. }
Though intending to confine myself
simply to an historical sketch, yet I
find it impossible to do so without
speaking of myself, and of others who
were the principal fellow-actors, in a
‘way which modesty and personal con-
sideration would not choose. But,
as I wish to place the facts on record
for the good of future, rather than
of the present times, I eannot in
justice omit to mention those whose
zealous exertions mainly contributed
10 establish the Unitarian Fund. Act-
ing as I believe I do from a higher
motive than that of gratifying the
personal vanity of any one, I disiniss
all further apology and proceed to
state-that, for more than thirty years,
1 have been an Unitarian, and for
. many of the more early years of that
period  was zealous beyond many

others of mine equals. But ‘béing
placed in very humble circumstances,
having no advantages from edgcation,
and but little knowledge, I was ena-
bled to turn my zeal to little account.
What I could not do myself, I regret-
ted, and sorely regretted, to see un-
performed by others who had all the
means and requisite qualifications.
At the time of which I am now speak-
ing, 1794 or 1795, with the exception
of ““ The Unitarian Book Society,”
there were no societies amongst Uni-
tarians for the furtherance of their
religious objects. Indeed, it must be
confessed, that so unconnected, if not
unconcerned, did they appear, that
they seemed in a measure to- justify
their opponents, in the opprobrium
with which they were constantly load-
ing them for their want of zeal, as
having no regard for their own princi-
ples, &c. &c. They had no point of
union, no united exertions for a com-
mon object. This state of things was
seen and lamented by many worthy
individuals, and often expressed pub-
licly and privately ; still nothing was
done. Something was wanting, but
no one seemed to know what it was.
There was the disposition to be doing,
as subsequent events proved, when
there should be a properly defined
object. I make these observations to
exculpate the body from the often-re-
peated charge of absolute indifference.

It required no effort of genius to
point out a remedy. A reflecting
mind could readily perceive that the
united efforts so successfully employed
by other religious bodies, could not
fail of being equally useful to us.
The chief merit, I conceive, lay not so
much in any great discovery of a re-
medy, as in pointing out the means of
its efficient application : this will be
more evident in the sequel. Many of
our old Presbyterian congregations
had gradually given up the Assembly’s
Catechism as their ereed, and had
silently become Arian, or, in a more
restricted sense, Unitarian. Without
being indifferent to the itnportance of
divine revelation, they ‘trusted that,
by a practical and negative style of
preaching, and by occasionally pub-
lishing sermons and tracts, calling
question, or giving a new view of es-
tablished doctrines; by commentaries
and essays, in periodical publications,
abounding with biblical rescarch anl
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criticism, and all tending to elicit
truth, they should excite inquiry and
undermine reputed Orthodoxy. To
the silent but sure operation of  these
means they trusted for a gradual
change in.the public religious belief,
for they avowed their fears that bolder
measures and greater exertions would
only excite prejudice and angry hos-
tility, and thus prevent the good that
was in progress. These fears pervaded
not only our Presbyterian churches,
but all the persons with whom I con-
versed at the time. However wise
and prudent all this might be, it was
far from satisfying my zealous feel-
ings and the ardent temperament of
my mind. I considered it little less
than a direliction of duty, and a giving
up of the vantage ground to the
enemy; I was for acting offensively,
instead of remaining for ever on the
defensive. “* Why,”” said I, ‘¢ all this
caution and worldly prudence? What
great good, or beneficial change, was
ever effected or brought about by this
passiveness and gentle waiting ? What
has truth to fear? The mind of man
1s naturally friendly to it; truth re-
quires only fair play—only to be heard
and seen to be loved, and to be deem-
ed worthy of all acceptation. We
do not expect at this day that mira-
cles will be wrought even in the cause
of truth itself. It must be diffused by
commorn, rational means. . You must
expose error, and oppose labour to
labour, and emergy to energy, and
when you do this you must prevail.
When you see your opponents so
abundant in zeal and labours to es-
tablish the notions of ¢ a faith with-
out reason and a God without mercy,’
except to a favoured few, and yet that
they are eminently successful ; what
might you not hope for, by proving
tha_t; lirue religion and reason are in
strict agreement, and come from the
Same fountain of light; by exhibiting
the amiable perfections and boundless
goodness of the great Father of all,
and the universal, unpurchased love

and mercy proclaimed in © the glo-

rous gospel of the BLEssEp Gop’!
Popular preaching seems to be the
method by which divine truth can be
most effectually promoted and im-
planted in the inind of man. Books
may communicate knowledge and prin-
ciples, but not to the same practical

¢xtent. = For, many persons who have

cause.

derived much light from books, and
entertain opinions not generally re-
ceived, may reside in the same place,
especially if it be large, for many
years together without being acquaint-
ed with each other’s views, though
they may all the time be sighing for
the society of those like-minded with
themselves, and for the open and
practical avowal of their principles.
But preuching not only communicates
impertant truths, but also erects a
standard round which such persons
may rally and where they may become
known to each other, concentrate their
strength, and act upon their princi-
ples, to their own improvement, and
for the promotion of their common
In a word, pepular preaching
was the apostolic plan. It pleased
God, by means of preaching, to save
them that believed, and to establish
the gospel dispensation in the world.
It can adapt itself to all capacities and
circumstances ; it can answer ques-
tions, solve doubts, and remove diffi-
culties which may arise in the mind;
far better than books. The Metho-
dists and others have discovered the
great utility of the practice, and by
their persevering and laudable appli-
cation of it, have acquired the greatest
strength and influence. They might
have deluged the world with books,
but would never by that method have
gained the immense number of fol-
lowers they have attracted by popular
preaching.”

This was my train of thinking, and
manner of arguing, at that distant
period, and which I repeatedly urged
upon my estimable friend the few. C.
Wellbeloved, whose kindness and in-
dulgent attention to me then, I can
never forget, nor his readiness upon
all occasions to assist me with books,
&c. But he thought that we were
not yet ripe for such a great under-
taking. My very excellent friends
Mr. and Mrs. Caeppe, with whom I
had frequent conversation upon the
subject, trusted, that truth was si-
lently making its way, and contended
that we were not ready for such open
and decided hostility to established
doctrines. Nothing daunted, how-
ever, 1 continued to urge my plea,
until Mrs. Cappe requested me to
commit my plan to paper. This I
agreed to do, and, when finished; I
carried it to her. Having perused
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my plam, it appeared to her in a much
more favourable light, and she then
advised me to send it to the Rev. Theo-
plilus Lindsey. With this adviee I
readily complied. Mr. Lindsey’s an-
swer was, that he felt much obliged
to me for the plan I had sent to him;
it. had his warmest approbation, and
he ‘would rejoice to see it carried into
effect. At lLis time of life, his great
age and infirmities prevented him from
taking any active part in it, but he
would gladly assist those who did.
Thus had I, apparently, exhausted
all my reasoning and all my zeal in
vain. 1 was thrown back upon my-
self, and had scarcely a ray of hope
left. Something, however, limagined
might turn up favourable to my wish-
es: I would not despair, and in the
meantime I determined to do what I
could in my own sphere of exertion:
those among whom I then lived will
bear me testimony, that I did not
recommend to others what I was un-
willing to do myself. I worked hard
all the week, as I had nothing but
labour to support me. I sat ip at
nights to read, and composed the
‘“ Narrative of the York Baptists,”
and other works, which I published.
I preached regularly at York on the
Sunday, or went ten miles into the
country for the same purpose; and
this I did for many years with un-
abated zeal and without the slightest
pecuniary reward. On the contrary,
it was often attended with actual ex-
pense; for what with loss of time and
over fatigue, I was worse off than
those in my own condition of life.
But such was my zeal, that I feared
neither labour nor consequences, de-
termined to succeed if possible in tlie
great objeet which I had in view.

DAVID EATON.

(To be continued.)

Estalblished and Dissenting Churches
in Scotland.

[ Lattle 1s known in England of
Scottish Ecclesiastical Statistics. We
therefore lay lbefore our readers the
tollowing account, part of a paper in
‘“The Edinburgh Magazine,” for May,
entitled ¢ Statistical Sketeh of the
%l:cseut state of the Established and

18senting  Churches in  Scotland.
Spring-Meeting of the United Asso-

Procurator for the Chureh.
this is going a step tog far to -atthck

Established and Disgenting Churches in Seotlind.

‘ciate Synod 13825.” " -Theliberal pro.

prietor of this respectable work wil},
we are persuaded, forgive the freedom
we take with kis pages. Eb.]}

ERE is, in the meeting of thi

Synod, a goodly sight for you
who stickle for the absolute neeessity
of an Established Church to preserve
and propagate religion, ndtivithstand.
ing the example afforded by tlhie moral
and religicus condition of eleven mil-
lions of your brethren ox the other
side of the Atlantic. You, good pas-
tors, who have been inducted into your
parishes by the gentle and most Chris-
tian-like arguments of police-batons,
fixed bayonets, and drawn swords,—
you who can prevail upon your pa-
rishioners to pay the last /ippy of your
modified tithes, by the no less kindly
persuasives of hornings and captions,
will perhaps be a little surprised when
you are told, that, of the two miillions
and ninety-three thousdind people, who
compose the population of our coun.-
try, there are more than three hun-
dred and forty thousand persons who,
after paying you for instruetion, which
they néver received, and for which,
unquestionably, they would never pay,
were it not for the said executorials
of the lJaw—(these peace-speaking mi-
nisters of the ministers of the gospel,
hornings and captions)—support, in
addition, a priesthood of their own
choosing—a priesthood for whom no
regium donum, the pledge and reward
of political servility and religious in-
difference, is doled out from &an un-
willing exchequer—a priesthood, all
of whose members have received an
education equal, if not superior to
your own—a priesthood whieh num-
bers among its ranks in the present
day more of learning and of zeal in
the performance of its duty, than you
for your life can boast of, with all
your comfortable livings, your exche-
quer-compensations, and your Chapel-
Royal Deaneries. The names of the
Rev. Dr. Jamieson, and of the Rev.
Dr. M‘Crie, as proofs of what 1 aver,
will perhaps not be absolutely strange
to you, unless you have really be-
stowed more of your time than I ain
willing to suppose, in meditating pre-
foundly on the originunl, and, to you,

most inestimable works of the learneil
- However,
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even a sinall portioht of ‘that army of
the faith in Scotlénd, which is directly
Lacked by the laws ard by the army
of the Government in Scotland.' In-
stead, therefore, of preaching up the
doctrine, that an Established Church,
that is, a class of religious instructors,
known and distinguished by certain
religious tests, and receiving a fixed
allowance froin Government, or from
persons whom Government compels
to pay it, is, and always has been the
greatest bane of the Christian rcli-
gion ; I shall only advert very shortly
to the appearance which Scotland now
presents, in reference to what inay
be called the ¢ statistica of religious
sects,” and contlude with soimne state-
ments and observations on the Spring-
Meeting of that body of Dissenters,
(or, wmore properly speaking, Se-
ceders,) in Scotland, which is by far
the most numerous and respectable of
the non-established churches on thi

side the Tweed, |

In the fewv details I am about to lay
before my readers, I wish it to be
understood, that I have taken the
trouble of counting off, with the aid
of a sharp-pointed pencil, from au-
thentic documents, less than a year
old, the numbers of parishes, congre-
gations, and clergyviuen, that I have
occasion to refer to.

There are in Scotland nine hundred
ahd three parish churches, and nine
hundred and seventy-two ministers
‘performing religious service in these
parish churches. All of these clergy-
men are entitled to a house, oflices,
and a portion of glebe-land, both
equal in value, on an average, to about
40/. a-year ; and to reeceive, either from
the tithes of the parish or fremn the
Exchequer of the eountry, at least
160/, a-year; some have considerably
more : those who reside in Royal
Burghs are not entitled to houses and
glebes. A very swall number, indeed,
recewve, chiefly from ground-rents of
houses, which have been built on their
glebes, a sum not much short of a
thousand a-year; but it may be pro-
perly enough stated, that the ave rage
income of the clergymen of the Chwareh
of Scotland is not above 210/., exclu-
81ve of their houses and glebes, which
I have valued above at 40l. a-year;
- all 2504, ; an income whieh the
country does not at ull gradge to
them, especially wh ¢ sder

» especially when theéy are sden
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performing their religlous duties so

well, a8, upon thé whole, they are
perforined by the Established Clergy
of Scotland.

But besides these 900 parish chureh~
es and 970 clergymen, there are, con-
nected with the Establishment, Cha-
pels of Ease in populous . parishes,
where the clergymen are usudlly elect-
ed by the heads of fainilies; and paid
by the rents of seats, héarly in the
same manner as theéy are among Dis-
senters. The income thus arising to
the clergymen of these chapels is
usually from 1307, to two or three
hundred a-year, and in some cases
even moreé. These Chapels of Ease
are chiefly used as stepping-stones to
parish churches ; and since the magis-
trates of Edinburgh and Glasgow, and
some other large towns, have given
admission to so much liberality as,
instead of pushing forward their own
numskull nephews, and sons-in-law,
and cousins, whom nobody would hear,
to present to valuable tow-livings
only those clergymen whose accepta-
blé qualities would ensure the fillin
of the pews of the church and the
purse of the town, the young men who
display any talent in these Chapels of
Ease are sure to be soon translated
to a better and more secure living.
Unfortunately there are only fifty-five
of these chapels, and about the same
number of pastors in them. There
are, moreover, in connexion with the
church, thirty-eight chapels, and near-
ly the same number of elergymen who
are styled Missionaries, in various
remote districts of the Highlands.
'These persons are very scantily sup-

ported by an annual allowance of
2000/. from .the Crown. The 8o-

ciety for propagating Christian Know-
ledge has upon its list seven chapels,
and the same number of preachers.
IForty new chapels are about to be
erected by means of the Parliamentary
grant of 100,00GQ/. which was madeé
some time ago; and in these chapels
it is intended that the preacher shall
receive 120/, a-year,”and, 1 Dbelieve,
a house, and small piece of land. 1In
connexion with the Chureh of Seot-
Jand there are between forty and fitty
congregutions and clergymen in En-
gland, s1x in Canada,. four in India,
and about & dozen more in etheg
places abroad. T shall thirow theses
forcign kirks out of my ealculation,
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and I find that Scotland is thus sup-
plied with places of worshi%, and
clergymen of the Established Presby-

terian faith: ,
_ Cong. Min.
Parish Churches for (in round

nambers) . . . . . . 900 970
Chapels of Ease (Ministers
chosen and paid by Congre-
gation) for . . . . . . 85 55
Chapels in the Highlands de-
pending on the Royal Bounty 38 38
Chapels depending on the So-
cicty for propagating Chris-
tian Knowledge . . . 7 7
1000 1070

Scotland thus exhibits, by a close
enumeration, one thousand places of
worship, and one thousand and se-
venty ordained and regularly-officiating
clergymen, for a population, after de-
deducting about 340,000 for Dissen-
ters, of 1,750,000 persons,* at a cost,
if the estimate I have made above is
correct, (and I believe it is rather
above the truth,) of little more than
250,000!. a-year.

I now turn to the Dissenters, who,
I will confess, are rather my favour-
ites, although I have not the honour
of belonging to their body. The
United Associate Synod of the Seces-
sion Church (as the greatest body of
the Dissenters have chosen to desig-
nate themselves) require of their can-
didates for the office of clergyman
precisely the same course of education
as is required by the Established
Church ; namely, a four or five years’
attendance and study of the ancient
languages, mathematics, belles-lettres,
and moral and natural philosophy, at
some of the Scotch colleges, and an
attendance afterwards, during five
years, on their own Professor of The-
ology, by whom the same doctrines
are taught as those in the theological
chairs of the Established Church.
The United Synod, in reference to the
members who adhere to its commu-
nion, corresponds to the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland.
Its jurisdiction- is exercised in the

* A vast proportion of this latter num-
ber (exclusive even of very young chil-
dren, and superannuated and bed-ridden
persons) will not, and, in a great mea-
sure, from want of church accommoda-
tion, cannot receive religious instruction
publicly at all.
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same manner as that of the Assemb}y
over the Presbyteries and kirk-ges.
sions under its inspection. The doc.-
trine,’ the discipline, and form of wor.
ship, are precisely the same in this
Synod as in the Established Church.
And the chief reasons which they had
in the year 1732, and which they still
have, for their separation from the
Established Church, are set forth in
a short summary of principles which
they published in the year 1820, to
be ¢ The sufferance of error on the
part of the Established Church, with-
out adequate censure: e settling of
menisters by patronage, in reclaiming
congregations: The neglect or relax-
ation of discipline : The restraint of
ministerial freedom in testifying against
maladministrati®n ; and the refusal of
the prevailing party to be reclaimed.”
To persons at all acquainted with the
history of this sect, it is very clear
that they could very soon be amalga-
mated with the -Established Church,
were it not for the despotic law of
patronage, which, as it has hitherto
most unfortunately been administered,
has tended to alienate a considerable
proportion of the population of Scot-
land from the Established Church,
and prevented the voice of the people
from being heard in the appointment
of the established instructors, whom
they are, notwithstanding, obliged by
the law to pay. Wherever the rigat
of presentation, which is possessed by
an oligarchy contemptible in point of
numbers, has been exercised with dis-
crimination, and with a due regard to
the feelings of the people, it has been
found that dissent either dwindles into
insignificance, or drags on a sickly
and precarious existence. 'The ma-
gistrates of our large towns, for rea-
sons to which I have already adverted,
now take special care in the appoint-
ments to the vacant livings in their
gift; and the consequence is, that
dissent is there making no progress,
nay, is rather on the decline. To the
honour of many patrons, and part-
cularly those of the female class, a
similar care is beginning evidently to
be taken in appointments to country
parishes ; and even patrons whose re-
gard for religion is held even by them-
selves at a very low estimate, are cau-
tiously looking out, in spite of pol-
tical engagements and partisanships,
for young men to fill their churches,
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who will draw & good sgm from their
congregations at the Sunday collec-
tions, and thus save the pockets of
the proprietors from assc;ssments for
the poor, and similar parish burdens.
Sordid interest is thus made to ad-
vance the cause of religion; and it is
very evident, that if a similar spirit
had displayed itself a century ago,
there is little probability that we
should ever have had any thing more
than a very small handful indeed, of a
population separate from the commu-
nion of the National Church. What
I have said of the education, the doc-
trine, the jurisdiction, and discipline
of the clergymen of this Synod, ap-
plies equally to a simall sect of Pres-
byterian Puritans, calling themselves
the Reformed Presbytery,—to the As-
sociate Synod, which, till very lately,
was one with the United Associate
Synod,—to the Original Burgher As-
sociate Synod,—to the Constitutional
Presbytery, and to the Synod of Re-
lief. All these sects differ scarcely an
atom from one another in any point,
and all of them differ from the Es-
tablished Church, substantially only
in one point, the rejection of patron-
age, and in this other rather impor-
tant respect also, that they derive
their incomes solely from the people
who attend their churches, without
the power of compelling them to pay
longer than tiey choose to continue
receiving the benefit of their instruc-
tions. The ouly other Dissenters
from the Church of Scotland worth
noticing, are, lst, The members of
the Scottish Episcopal Communion,
some of whose ministers are graduates
of the great English Universities, and
are men, all of themn possessing a high
character for their attainments, their
zeal, and their piety ; 2dly, The Inde-
pendents, or those belonging to the

Congregational Union in Scotland;

and, 3dly, Roman Catholics, the mi-
nisters of whose church, in this coun-
try, are, with scarcely a single excep-
tion, remarkable for the purity and
simplicity of their lives and conduct,
and the great moderation and libe-
rality of their sentiments. Methodists,
whose clergy are generally very ill-
educated men, and who, to the shame
of the Church of England, abound in
such overpowering numbers in that
Country, are quite insignificant, in
lumbers or respectability, in Scot-
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land. Quakers, Unitarians, Baptists,
Jews, and a few other nondescript
sort of sects of religionists, exist in
small numbers in some of the larger
towns in Scotland. |
In the numbers of eongregations
and ministers, these sects respectively
stand thus :
Cong. Min.

1. United Associate Synod of
the Secession Church , 328 275
. Associate Synod . . . . 19 11
. Original Burgher Associate |
Synod . . . . . . .46 32
. Counstitutional Presbytery. 16 10
. Synod of Relief . . . 82 80
. Reformed Presbytery . . 27 18
. Scotttsh Episcopal Union 66 70
. Other Episcopalians, not
of the Scottish Episcopal
Union . . . . . . 6 7
9. Independents, or the Con-
gregational Union of

NSO W

Scotland .. . . . . 72 68

- 10, Roman Catholics®* . . . 58 46
11. Other sects uncertain, but ~
not probably exceeding . 50 40

760 657

In this enumeration are included,

‘however, thirty-five congregations and

clergymen in England connected with
the United Synod, and other five in
Iteland connected with the third-
named class of Dissenters. We shall
therefore find, after making this de-
duction, that there are, as near as can
be calculated, (and 1 vouch for the
correctness of the ten first-inentioned
classes of this ]ist,g5 about 720 Dis-
senting congregations in Scotland, and
nearly 620 Dissenting clergymen.
The discrepancy between the numbers
of congregations and clergymen arises
from the circumstance of a good many
of the congregations being unable to
give full support to a regular clergy-
man, although the people keep to-
gether in the different places, and re-

Cong. Min.
* By the Roman Catholics,
Scotland is divided into two
districts—the Lowland and
the Highland. In the Low-
land District, there are one
Bishop and ome Bishop-co.
adjutor . . . . . . , 37 28
Highland District, one Bishop 21 18
Together, 58 46

The Episcopalians divide Scotland inte
six dioceses. | .
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-ceive such occasional supplies of in-
struction as their own nieans,. oy the
dispaosition of their respective church-
epusts, can afford to them : soine sects
have no clergyman.” - «
. These. six hundred and twenty Dis-
senting clergymen enjoy incomes from
their respective congregations, 03 an
average, I believe, of about 130/ or
135/. a-year, including in this the esti-
mated yeariy value of a house and
garden usually provided by the con-
gregation, which may be worth 15/. or
201. yearly, making thé actually paid
money-stipend about 110/, or 115/, a-
year. But in towns containing above
10,000 inhabitauts, the incomes are
much larger—in some instances a-
mounting to three or four hundred a-
year.” Seme comgregations of the
Scottish Episcopal Communien re-
ceive much support from a number
of the oldest and most wealihy fami-
Yies in ’this country, as well as from
rich English families, who areg now
emigrating into Scotland in considera-
ble numbers every year; and the in-
come of a part of their clergy, derived
from voluntary contributions, is more
than double that of the average sum
received by the clergy of the Esta-
blished Church from a compulsory
assessment. Notwithstanding these
instances, however, I do not think I
err much in fixing the average in-
come of the 620 Dissenting ministers
of Scotland at 130/ a-year each.
This will give a little more than
80,000/. a-year, voluntarily paid by
the people of Scotland for religious
instruction, in addition to the 250,000/.
which they are torced by law to pay
to the Established Church ; a sacrifice
scarcely any part of which would they
have been called upon by their con-
sciences to make, had it not been for
the disgraceful re-enactment of the
law establislking the right of patron-
age, in 1712, "
- The Dissenters 1n Scotland seein to
be extremely mattentive to the statis-
tics of thepr various churches. A good
lesson in this respect might be derived
by them froin their brethren, the Me-
thodists, in England. - At the Annual
€Conferénces of -these: Methodists, the
clergymen from every congregation in
their connexjon, carry or send up the
‘E?Ea(ﬁvt“numb:er belonging to each con-
'gj'@i‘ jort, the numbers that hige e died,
o Iave" jéined “in' their: communien,
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and .various-other. detaila of extreme
importanhee, if properly ‘considered, -tg
the prosperity of their . association
By tables of the kind, which mhay be
easily drawn up from such returns
the state of a whole chureh, or of any
particular portion of it may be seen
at a glance. One great end would
be served by demanding such an an-
nual return from every clergyman in
the communion of the Seottish Dis.
senters—they would all be stimulated
to the utmost to do their duty' faith-
fully and zealously, not only as in the
sight of their God, but in the sight of
every member -of their own church;
and in the sight of the world. ~ Such
statistical details, and full reports of
all the proceedings of their church
courts, should be regularly printed
and distributed armong their own
flocks, and in the world at large. This
conduct is what the state of national
opinion now demands. But in the
absence of such tables, which 1 trusg
the Dissenters need not be ashamed
to produce, I shall state what are
their numbers, with as close an ap-
proximation to truth as my present
data and inductions will permit.’ [
have found that the whole congrega-
tions amount to 720. It has been
seen that-above one hundred of these
are without pastors, because they can-
not fully sapport them. Now I con-

“ceive that none of these hundred con-

gregations can contain above two -or
three hundred individuals, and indeed
that, if I am right in my statement,
that 130/. is the average income of a
Dissenting clergyman, I am of opi-
nion that it may -fairly be deduced
from this fact, that the average num:
ber in eéach of the 720 congregafions
13 500 souls, or 100 families of five
persons each. The persons who com-
pose the great majority of Dissenting
congregations belong to the lower
grades of life; and when I say that
each of the five hundred individuals,
young and old, who compose a con-
gregation, can only afford to pay about
bs. a-year-for the support of a clergy-
man, -besides 2s. a-year for the sup-
port of the poor, by a weekly cbn-
tribution of a halfpenny at ¢he door of
the church, which T know to be the
practice and the pride 'in ‘these con-
grefgrations of the ' pb()ré‘st'“‘man in
thet, I'shall Fonie very neay’ what I
considered to -betthe. average stipends
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the clergy. Five shillings a-year
;‘)rfolrl eaéhfrg%r 500:contributors yields
125!, a-year for the support of the
 pastor, and upon this understanding I
may safely say, that, on an average,
ecach of the 620 congregations with
fixed pastors, contains 500 persons,
and that hence the whole Dissentmg
population of Scotland, who have fixe
astors, must amount to 310,000, and

with the addition of the 100 congre-

gations which have no- pastors, and
which may probably be taken at an
average of nearly 300 each, we shall
find that about 340,000 persons be-
long to Dissenting sects in Scotland.
I rather think that this is considerably
below the truth; but it is impossible
to attain positive accuracy in such a
calculation, unless the respective class-
es of Dissenters should undertake to
order a census of their people. Let
me venture to hope, that they will see
the propriety of such a measure, both
for their own satisfaction and that of
the public. ’

Such a body of Dissenters in the
midst- of an Established Chnrch, al-
though apparently set in opposition
to it, is-yet its greateat friend. The
utter apathy into which persons, with
a sure and steady income, .are seen so
often, nay, so uniformly to fall, when
not roused by opposition, or contrast
to their own conduct, would have long
ere now shed its drowsy influences
upon our Established clergy, to a
much greater extent than it has done,
had it not been for the positive know-
ledge and zeal of Dissenters, whom
they saw around them, with no such
advantages of a sure and permanent
income. It gave me no small plea-
sure to hear this same sentiment come
from the lips of two of the most sin-
cere and able friends and ministers of
the Church of Scotland, at a public
meeting last summer. They acknow-
ledged, with that true liberality which
18 always characteristic of the -Chris-
Uan whose heart is on the right side,
the obligations under which the Church
of Bcotland lay to the Dissenters.
“ These men,” “said Lord Balgray, on
the Bench, a few months ago, when
he had occasion incidentally to speak
of the non-established clergy, ‘“ These
men seldom come before us and the
Public in this Court; but I, as well as
mﬂﬂ{ Others, can give. my testimony
10 the silently beneficia)  effecta of

YOL. XX, 2y

certificates of due »
participating in the debasing qualities
‘of his patron. .
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midst 'of their copgregations.” = .

~ The Dissenters are often taynted
with the violent animosities which gre
sametimes produced in their congre-
gations by a division of sentiment. as

~to the choice of a pastor. For my

own part, I confess I like occasion-
ally to' see a little wholesome squab-
bling, when it is not carried too far;
at all events, I prefer being occasion.
ally exposed to the chance, which in
practice is but rare, of some pretty
fierce discussion, whether I carried
my point or not, to the dead calm,
and slavish and irreligious lukewarm.
ness, which is almost uniformly pro-
duced in a congregation when a- pa-
tron, perhaps a reckless debauchee,
or something no better, thrusts into
their pulpit a person whom they never
saw before, and who, coming upon
them as from a polluted hand, ‘may
well be suspected, notwithstanding alt
qualification, of

e
N Bolton,

'SIR, June 11, 1825.
JREFORE I submit some additional

remarks in defence of Ordination
Services, I wish distinetly to avow my
hostility to all those corruptions which,
under the name of religious obser-
vances, have arrested the progress of

truth, or linked it with degrading su-

perstitions. As friendly to moral
emancipation from all spiritual domi-
nion, as either your correspondent
Mr. Johns, (pp. 282—284)) or his
auxiliary, R. A. M. (pp. 280—282);
as jealous of all foreign interference,
whether of ministers or laity, with the
internal affairs of our religious com-
munities ; and as desirous to see the
abandonment of all anti-christian prac-
tices, I feel myself called upon to re-
concile these views with the continu-
ance of the service which has originated
this discussion. _ N
It may be proper also to premise,
that as I did not adopt, and do not
approve, so I shall not feel myself
bound to defend, those corrupt cere-
monies which the pomnp and supersti-
tion of rival churches Il);)m.'ve appended
to this service. The Romish and En.
glish and Calvinistic clergy, in the
performance of Ordination, assume.an -
aughority which appears to me a3 URe
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of ‘prayer.aund the laying on of hands,
kett;r:{ 6, 8. Eldei:ngvere .ordained
in Lystra, Iconiumm and Antioch, by
fasting and prayer, ch. xiv. 23. Ti-
mothy wag ordained by the laying on
of the hands of the Presbytery, 1 Tim.
iv. 14. From which accounts I infer
that some religious ‘service accompa-

nied the appointment of public teach-

ers in the purest age of the church.
It has been argued that these times
were distinguished from ours by the
supernatural powers which the apos-
tles were empowered to confer. The
emblematic act of this communication
of gifts was the laying on of hands.
So that, if this part of the service be
omitted, the act of prayer remains,
together with the personal instruc-
tions—certainly neither less necessary
nor less decorous for us who acknow-
ledge the same Father in heaven, and
- who are but frail beings without any
help, in an arduous office, but what
we can derive from human sources.
The letters which Paul wrote to his
rounger fellow-labourers, 1'imothy and
Titus, are admirable specimens of
apostolic instruction, suflicient almost
in themselves to justify the imitation
of such a practice in all after times.

How long miraculous powers were
continued in the church, is not essen-
tial to the present question. As soon
as they ceased, of course the qualifi-
cations for preaching the gospel would
be acquired in a different way ; and
this change of circumstanees would
naturally introduce correspondent
changes both in the manner of pre-
paring and appointing ininisters. If
the spirit of the practice is preserved,
we shall best consult its utility by
adapting the manner of observing it
to our own time and country.

The preceding remarks will, I trust,
sufficiently establish one of my former
observations, that a public religious
service, at the introduction of a young
man into the ministry, is beneficial in
its tendency, and eminently scriptural
in its practice.

How far it is calculated to serve the
caude of religion, is a question which
might well deserve a separate couside-
rativn. As the followers of Christ,
and a branch of his universal church, I

nhot but regard it as highly becom-

‘our profession to distinguish such
sn-jimportant connexion as the union
of 3 minister and a congregation, with
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a special devotional service, neither
overlooking the spirit not the letter
of the Apostle’s exhortation, < Ip
every thing, by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving, let your re-
quests be known unto God.’> While

the general use of this service among

Unttarians would tend to remove the

‘charge of religious  indifference whicl

has been brought against us, we might,
by making it rational and public, stre-
nuously oppose those superstitious
additions which still accompany # in
many of our churches, and in time
introduce a form of Ordination or In-

auguration, or any thing else that it

‘may be called, in every way reasonable

and acceptable to the general body of
Clhristians. -
FRANKLIN BAKER.

e

- Clapton,
~ SiIr, June 14, 1825.
"FYHERE are two very different

questions, each important to Uni-
tarians, which appear, so far as 1 have
any judgment of them, to be now
set at rest by the discussions in your
pages. | |
. The first, and by far the most im-
portant question, as a consistent ad-
herence to principle is to be estimated
above the security of property, re-
spects the:late attempt to revive among
Unitarians the ceremonies of .Ordina-
tion, which they had suffered to fall
into disuse. That such an attempt
was well designed cannot be doubted,
from the respectability of the young
minister who proposed himself to be
ordained, and of those who lent the
assistance of their talents and charac-
ters to the success of the project.
Yet I question whether such a project
would have been entertained in the
19th century, by Unitarians, or, in-
deed, by any other Protestant Dis-
senters, if the Nonconformists in the
17th century, had not separated from
the Episcopal Establishment under
Presbyterian, rather than under popu-
lar influence. I refer not to such as
the modern misnamed Presbyters, like
my friend Dr. Kippis, or that eminent
person to the collection and illustration
of whose writings I have cheerfully
devoted several of my later years, but
to the priest writ large. of Milion;
to such as Baxter and Bates. These,
and indeed all the Epglish Presbyters
of their day, like those of the Northern
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Establishment, maintained the minis-
ter’s superiority to the people, as

really, though not so vexatiously, as

did Laud eor Sheldon. o
That such.Presbyters, when demur-

ring to Episco al ordination, should

have. contrived to guard-their own
assamption, from the encroachments
of Christian equality, by an ordination,
alike fitted to distinguish the minister
from the people, was naturally to be
expeeted ; nor is it surprising that a
eople, of whom, prebably, a very
large majority .could not read the
Bible for themselves, shauld have
readily admitted such a distinction.
You -have recorded (XVI. 134, col.

1) as the opinion of ¢ Mr. John Fox,” =

that ‘¢ Mr. Hallet had high notions
of the ministerial power.”” I had oc-
casion to shew, (p. 222,) in a note on
that passage, how Mr. James Peirce
also had maintained, as late as 1716,
as if he were living in the apostolic
-age of miracles, that < Presbyters
are to judge of men’s qualifications
for the sacred office,” becavse ‘¢ we
read of the laying on of the hands
of the Presbhytery, but never of the
laying on of the hands of the people,”
and because we cannot ‘¢ find the least
intimation, that the apostles acted in
the people’s name, when they ordained
ministers.”” | | =

I am quite aware that my respected
friends, who sanctioned by their con-
currence the late ordination, are as
ready as any one to smile at the
recollection of those absurd preten-
sions which render ridiculous, for a
moment, even such names as Hallet
and Peirce; though, such pretensions
once assumed and admitted, nothing
can be more consistent than ordination.
Yet it must always have been ill-con-
trived that the young aspirant to the
rank of an ordained minister should

have been obliged to listen to the.

counse] of Christian experience, called
acharge, whilestanding up, a spectacle
to a large congregation, instead of re-
ceiving such counsel in the less em-
barrassing form of a private interview,
or a friendly correspondence. Nor
was it very decorous that a congre-
gaton, to whom the sermon was espe-
cially addressed, should be lectured
before their neighbours; on the con-
duct it- became-them to observe to-
wards- the young minister whom they
had: chosen,- - +- n. - -

‘1nay 'yet see more of
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T trugt, however, that the late at-
temrpt. to revive the semblance of dr-
dination among Unitarians, will be the
last; from a growing ceuvietion that
such forms, with whatever gpaards dad
qualifications they may be- acedmpa~
nied, are calculated to encourage whit
those who assisted on that occasion
would, on the discovery of such a ten-
dency, be among the: first to disap-
prove. - We want, indeed; if we would
maintain Christian equality, nothing to-
enhance the distinction between mi-
nister and people, but rather every
thing which can be fairly applied to =
contrary purpose. = o .

The other question to which I re-
ferred is that respecting ¢ the pro-
ject of the Lancashire Calvinists- for
depriving Unitarians of their places of
worship.”" These assumed children of
light, as if they had been in consulta-
tion with the children of this world,
and thus had become wiser in their
generation, have been contriving, it
seems, to save the expense of building
chapels, by entering upon and possess-
ing those of the Unitarians. Inreading
my friend Mr. Hunter’s very satisfac-
tory statement of this question, I was
reminded (p. 261) of some letters
from Mr. Jollie to Mr. Heywood, in
the British Museum. They form part
of a large ‘¢ Collection of original
letters of bishops, divines, and learned
men, formerly belonging to Ralph
Thoresby, and bought at the sale of
his Museum by Dr. Birch.”"

A copy which I took of one of the
Jetters is at your service. It appears
from one of your early volumes, (VL.
9,) that Mr. Jollie “ succeeded Mr.
Frankland, who died in 1698, as Tutor
in the Academy at Attercliffe.”

J. T. RUTT.

- Nov. 29¢h, 1700.
Ever-honoured and dear Sir,

You wil excuse me if I say the
truth, the sowl-refreshment 1 had un-
der your roof, in my last return from
Lancashire, gave me the livelyest
adumbration of the society above, y:
ever I found in private ‘conversation
any where; but I must forbear, lest I
trespass : my very heart rejoiceth to
hear of you, or see your lines, yet.I
would not think of you above what,is
meet; if I can ‘pray, you share largely
in that kind of réemembrance, that,yqu
od’s salvation,
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these thoughts to the consideration of
our Unitarian brethren, not doubting,
that the more we manifest our zeal
for our Saviour, the more easily shall
we correct the misapprehensions of
those of our brethren, who, in exalting
him to be God, diminish in fact our
relationship to him, and deprive him
of the honour to which he is justly

“entitled. |
W. IiREN D.
iR
| - Birmingham,
Sir, June 6, 1825.

INCLOSE you a copy of a letter

of Dr. Doddridge, which came to
e among other papers of his candid
and consistent biographer the Rev.Job
Orton. It may be acceptable to your
readers to see in what light the writer
viewed the compliance with the test
required by the unholy alliance of
Church and State. A recent instance
of a gentleman, not of the sect by law
established, qualifying for a secalar
purpose, which has occasioned much
‘notice in this neighbourhood, induces
me to send it to you, and as it ap-
pears, by the accompanying reinarks,
to have been attended with good effect
at the time, it may have a similar
benéficial effect in inducing others to
ponder well pefore they take a similar

. step.
TABELLIO,

Wareham, Dorset, Oct, 8, 1768.
DEAR SIR, . '

I am sorry to have so long delayed
sending you a copy of the following
letter of Dr. Doddridge’s as desirad by
Mr. Fawcett, which was owing to its
being among many other papers where
I did not expect to find it, after I had
spent much time in looking over
others where I expected it. If you
wished for this copy for the sake of
the subject of it, I have also by me
letters on the same occasion from
Messrs. Barker and Pearson, which
are at your service: but if you have
any thoughts of publishing any of the
Dr?s letters, or choose it on any ¢ther
account because it was his, you here
have it with the omission of two or
three lines which were too complai-
sant on what I had wrote. I thank
you, dear Sir, for the important ser-
vice you have done by publishing so
much, lamenting that you shoulﬁ be

Original Letter from Dr. Doddridge to Rev, Job Orton, on

laid aside from public service whether
by this or whatsoever other means,
It would give me pleasure to learn
that God was pleased to bless yoyu
with more established health, either
from yourself or Mr. Faweett, to whom
please to present the cordial respects
of, | | | |
- Dear Sir, -
Your obedient, humble servant,
| S. READER.

P. S.  The following and other let-
ters mentioned above, kept Mr. Brown
and the best of our Dissenters from
qualifying. R

Northampton, Nov. 5, 1750.
My peEAr FrRIEND AND BROTHER,

. Two things have concurred to.pre-
vent my returning an earlier answer
to your important letter ; the one,
that it was so-important as to require
some maturity of deliberation; the
other, that a pain in my right arm,
which confined me to my chamber,
when I received it, made it that time
very difficult for me to write. * * * *
Yet lest I should seem to shelter my
indolence under the veil of modesty,
which is no uncomion case; 1 will
give you a few lines as to my own
view of the matter, which I have can-
vassed the more carefully out of re-
gard to the excellent character of that
worthy person, at whose desire you
consu{ted me ; and because good Mr.
Blake, from whom I have received a
Jetter on the occasion, tells me the
question affects many places, and that
Mr. Brown’s determination either
way, will have a considerable influ-
ence on many more.

I presume not absolutely to deter-
mine the question, which I am the
more unwilling to do, when I consider
how widely several most. excellent

‘men have been divided in their opinion

about it. Colonel Gardiner made no
scruple at all of . taking the - test.
Those very great men, Mr. Howe and
Dr. Bates, I think very unhappily for
the Dissenting interest, strongly urged
Sir Thomas Abney to do it. Captan
Ikins threw up his commission, when

‘he earnestly desired from the most
‘Christian motives to keep it; and

when 1 pleaded, as I then did, for his
submitting to it, he answered, “1

know too well what the weight of

guilt is, to venture on any considers-
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tion, to :tuti the tisque of incyyring

ypon me to determine for another;

put I apprehend . the _'i’o_llowi'ng{l consi.
derations deserve to be weighed by
one whom Providence calls to deter-
mine for himself. e

But I must first premise, that I here

o on the supposition, that the person
gelib,era‘ﬁ-ng'has a previous persuasion
that there is nothing absolutely un-
lawful in comrmunicating with the
Established Chureh; and yet that it
is not generally eligible, and so little
so, that he has not thought fit, at
least of late, to do it, when no such
occasion as its being a qualification
for an office has occurred: for I sup-
pose that if the contraty were either
way the case, there would-be now no
such consultation about it.

It must therefore be considered in

the present ease, whether the advan-

tageous consequences attending a com-
pliance, will- counterbalance the in-
convenienice whicl' may ‘probably re-
sult from it : T mean, not simply’ from
taking the communion’ at- the Esta=
“ blished Church, but taKing it- as a
test. = B - o
On the side of a complijance, 1 think
the principal argumeénts are these; 1.
The support' whick<may be given by
this means on the one hand to the
present Government, and on'the other
to thé Dissenting cause, which may
be ’biy this more powerfully supported.
2. The more effecttzal syppression of
profaneness amd ‘i‘mmt)ra.ﬁ@y', by the
authority to be thus. acquired. ¥ do
not mehtion as'a ‘3rd argument the
promoting of mutual eandour between
the Church and the Dissenters ; be-
cause, so far as I can observe, the
church people are exasperated rather
than conciliated by such compliances,
ang 3£eak more fespectfully of those
that decline them, than -of those''who
go thus far, and no farther. B
On the other hand there are opposite
aspects to be considéred, which are of
such weight that I confess they would
effectually discourage’ me, though I
Pretend not to make my views a
standard for others in this case or any
Other. But it is necessary here to
copsider, and so far as may be to
%mpute,. 1, Theinfluenee thata com-
Pliance may have on countenanciug,
and 80 perpetuating, this grievous test
VOL. XX, 27

353

hich - bears so hard onr temder con<
dtiencey; “and beyond &1} controtersy
tends ‘so much to ' the 'dishonouy of

teligion. “In proportion to the degrea
in which 'I' ¢6uld ‘wish ‘té6 be able to
repeal it, T ought ¢o be é¢autfous how
I ‘encourage 'it. Nothing séems so
likely & way to break it as a’ resolute
resistance © had' the Dissenters to ‘&
man refused:to act under it, I believe
the ministry would long since have
seen it necessary, even for their own
security, to have abolished it. If it
be said, the number of places which
would be affected one way ‘or another
is 30 small, as to’ be beneath the no-
tice of a ministry ; ’tis obvieus to an-
swer, that this overthrows the chief
argument in favour of & compliance.
Ministers of state can compute our
comparative importanee to them, bet-
ter than we: and if they think us of
less ‘importance than- we really are;
and by despising us hurt thémselves,
as Sir Robert Walpole - evideatly did,
they must thank themselves. ' Blessed
be God, the throne is not like: to
fall with any -set of ministers, and
their' successors may be wiser. Our
friends must consider, 2, The reproach
which may be’ brought on the Dis-
senters by a supposed 'interested coma
pliancée one way ; as well as by an un-
reasénable 'stiffness, the other.- Peo-
ple will say, that it either does or does
not violite consciencés to communi-
cate with the Established Church: if
it does, why do we ever do it? I it
does not, why do we keep ‘up a sepa-
ration? And few will be intelligent or
candid enough to-enter into the dis-
tinction between doing it eecasionally
and constantly; or, knowing  the
meanness of the motives’ by which
they themselves are governed, to be-
lieve ours fo be so noble and- so pure
as we pretend. - 3. The - degree in
which a - compliance may ‘embolden
some Dissenters or others,. tbo ap-
proach the sacred ordindnce in ques-
tion merely on secular views, and to
act as if they thought that what is
sacred in it were annihilated when it
is thus used. When I have seen how
readily perhaps a little place has
brought some to that table at church,
when, though in judgment they were
Dissenters, no- ¢onsitleration; could
prcva'il upon them to enter into church
commuiton amongst us; I own L am
inclined to lay no small stress on this,
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Psalm Ixviii. 19, in the LXX., will ac-
knowledge. Nor was the Apostle
constrained to make, on all accasions,
exactly the same position of his
words.* Erasmus placed a comma
after capka ; and we are not ashamed

of the authority of ‘¢ that great, in-

jured name.” g
On Coloss. i. 15, &c., Dr. Spry
offers some criticisms that will hardly
bear a rigid scrutiny. The idea of an
identity of rank and nature, is abso-
lutely excluded by the distinction
which Pau] draws between. the invisi-
ble God and the image of the invisible
God; while the whole context of the
passage shews that it is not the mate-
rial creation of which the Apostle
speaks. ‘ Things that are in heaven
and that are in earth,” mean, in the
phraseology of the writer of this Epis-
tle, Jews and Gentiles. We state the
fact deliberately, and under the sanc-
tion of an author whose learning,
judgment and impartiality will not be
htly questioned.t |

ut, adds Dr. Spry, ¢ St. Paul, in
many passages of his Epistles, de-
clares that divine worship is due to
Christ ; and represents him as pro-
claimed in heaven and earth as an
object of devotion.” 'l
preacher, most unfortunately for him-
self, instances in Philip. 1. 9—11.
To that very passage we appeal, as
one of those which teach the contrary
doctrine. Had we not long been sen-
sible of the correctness and force of
the maxim, Nil admireari! both in
theological discussions, and in ordi.
nary life, we might be astonished at
this gentleman’s acquiescence in the
received translation of a part of the
tenth verse, and at his conolusion
from the Apostle’s language. Paul’s
words are, iva v Tp ovopar: Inas way
yovv kamlm. How ougbt the preposi-
tion & to have been rendered? Let
the answer be Archbishop Secker’s:}

™ "

* In the examples cited under the pre-
ceding note we discern sowe little variety,
in this respect.

+ Ernesti J. A. E. Opuscula Theolo-
gica, (ed,2@,) pp. 397, &c, The same
criticism occurs in Locke on the Epistles,

Ephes. i. 16, note] : and it has been
iHustrated in the late Rev. Robert Tyr-
whitt’s masterly Tract, ¢ On the Crea-
tion of all Things by the Man Christ
Jesus,’” | ,

$ Sermons, (3d ed.,) Vol, 111, 344.

The select.
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‘¢ Every knee shall bow in his name ;
for so it should be translated, not at
his name—~to bow the knee in the
name of Jesus, is to pray in his name.”
This passage, then, instead of deelar-
ing that divine worship is due to
Christ, instead of representing him as
proclaimed in heaven and earth as an
object of devotion, holds him forth,
on the other hand, as the Mediator,
(1 Tim. ii. 5,) through whom Chris.
tian worship must be offered, and
Christian devotion exercised.

Neither can the select preacher,
with justness, rely en 2 Ceor. xii. 8, 9,
as sanctioning worship to Jesus Christ.
We contend, firmly, yet humbly, that
no act of worship is there mentioned,
The word rendered besought,* has
neither in the original nor in the trans.
lation that specific immport. If Dr.
Spry will consult the respective con-
eordances of Tromm atid Schmidt, he
wHl perceive that other words are
usually appropriated to the sense of
prayer and sacred homage.+ Paul was
especially and pre-eminently the ser-
vant of Christ, who ealled him, by a
miracle,} to the faith and ministry of
the gospel, and by whom he¢ was fa-
voured, at different times, with mo-
mentous conmimunications dand assur-
ances, in vision. It was upon an
occasion of this kind that the language
on which Dr. Spry places so undue a
weight fell from our Saviour and from
his apostle. Now Christians are in-
structed to present their petitions and
adorations to an unseen Being. Yet
in the case under consideration the
being addressed was visible. Where
is the evidence that Paul ever address-
ed bhim, when ke was not the object of
sense 2 It follows, therefore, that no
religiouns worship was now offered, and
that we have here no proof of our
Lord’s deity.

The rest of Dr. Spry’s second dis-
course, will not require any particular
animadversions. We take our leave
of his “Two Sermons,” and shall

ive some account of his remarks on

r. Belsham’s New Translation and
Exposition, &e. |

This gentleman is accused, by the

———

2o ag g v

* Hapenadeoa.

t+ v. g. deopas, Aarpevw.

3 Mon. Repos. XIX. 613, €14. The
student may be interested by the com-
ment of Kuimoel on Acts ix, 3, &c.,
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select preacher, of being the advocate
of “forced and strained intérpreta-
tions.” A charge most indefinite and
unsupported! By “ forced and strain-
ed interpretations” an ecclesiastical
disputant means interpretations widely
differing from those which he himself
embraces. Without attempting any
general review or confutation of Mr.
Belsham’s work, Dr. Spry undertakes
to examine his commentary upon the
several texts adduced in the preceding
sermons. S

Of these passages the first is Rom.
i 3, 4. For the just explanation of
it, the select preacher refers again to
Allix’s visionary hypothesis, and gra-
tuitous statements, and, moreover,
avails himself of a long and irrelevant
quotation from the writings of Bishop
Bull. If Paul is permitted to be his
own expositor, there will remain no
doubt that a capital proof of the Mes-
siahship of Jesus of Nazareth was his
resurrection from the dead; and that
hence, as well as for ather reasons, he
is termed ““the Son of God.” The
Apostle’s language, on this subject,
in the beginning of the Epistle to the
Romans, must be compared with Acts
xiii. 33, and with ii. 24—37; from
which portions of the New Testament
it receives the clearest illustration.

We have already submitted to our
readers a translation of some of the
introductory verses of the Epistle : we
have shewn that the meaning of the
words kara coapka is, ‘‘ by natural
descent,” and of the phrase mvevua
ayiwaus, ¢ sacred inspiration.” In
these
Belsham ; though we are friends to a
translation more literal than his, and
less paraphrastical. The matter has
been treated in the happiest way by
the incomparable Lardner. We shall
give a reference below to his exposi-
tion of the text;* as well as to an
observation of Locke’s.4 ,

The select preacher censures Mr.
Belsham for supposed injustice to the
Apostle’s statement in-Gal. iv. 4—7.
Dr. Spry has the luckless fate of being
:;\;I:am confronted by an Archbishop.

ewcome, one of the best theologians
of any age or country, renders 7o
TAppopce T8 xpove, in his margin, by

the full time.” So does Wakefield™:
30 does Mr. Belsham ; and, while to

* Works, Vol. XL (1788), 116, 117.
T On Rom. i, 4, (1788), 115,

points we fully agree with Mr.

our taste or perhaps to our habits, not
to say our prepossessions, the words
‘“ the fulness of the time,’’ rather ap-
prove themselves, we perceive no solid
difference in the meaning. It is with
good reason that the author of the
‘“ Exposition,” &e¢., refers to ver. the
second of the chapter, for an unques-
tionable comment on the phrase. The
completion of the pupilage of the
church, (Acts vii. 38,) under the law,
was the time determined in the Divine
counsels, from eternity, as the ara of
the Son of God’s coming into theworld.
What does Dr. Spry intend by ¢ the
opinion” (p. 30) ‘¢ of wiser men than
Wakefield, and more accurate theolo-
gians than Newcome”? This sneer
13 indeed dishonourable ; and the dis-
honour is all his own. Gilbert Wake-
field, it shall be admitted, was not one
‘“ of that very foolish class of men,
whom the world calls wise in their
generation.” He was no ‘*tool of
corruption,” mno ‘¢ spaniel slave of
Power.” But to great talents and
attainments he added great virtues;
the virtues most characteristic of a
genuine disciple of the blessed Jesus,
though they were not altogether with-
out the alloy of human imperfection.
As a seholar and a critic, nor least as
a scriptural eritic, his learning and his
skill are far beyond our praise. In
what respects Newcome was an inac-
curate theologian, we find it difficult
to discern, His opinions, it inay be,
were not those of Dr. Spry: they
were not precisely those which we
ourselves entertain. Yet we do not
therefore depreciate his labours as a
translator and divine. To a most ex-
tensive acquaintance with books he
joined unremitting diligence of per-
sonal investigation. FHis works are
monumnents of his piety, erudition,
taste, judgment and catholicism: his
masterly ** Observations on our Lord’s
Conduct,” &c., would alone transmit
his name with honour to posterity.
This digression, if such it be, is
imputable to the select preacher. In
pursuing our strictures on his appen-
dix, we may obscrve, that there are
passages in which the article is pre-
fixed (p. 92) to wvevra, without giving
it any other sense than that of a qua-
lity or disposition ; as 1 Cor. 1. 12.
Dr. Spry condemns Mr. Belshamn’s
rendering and exposition of the word
caswy, in Heb. 1. 2. <“ It is often used,”
said that gentleman, ¢ for age or dis-
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pensation ;” upon which stiatement
our author remarks, with an air of
triumph, and with evident self-com-
placency, ‘“ He can scarcely mean
that age and dispensation are synony-
mous terms! !> No; Mr. Belsham
has neither affirmed nor intimated thus
much of the terms, in their eZymolo-
gical sense. On the contrary, he has
limited himself to one of the scriptural
acceptations of ouwy, his interpreta-
.tion of which is perfectly correct.
We refer, in proof, to Matt. xii. 32,
where, ¢ this world,” or ¢ age,”
[asiwni] is the Jewish ; “ the world to
come,” the Clhristien age, or dispen-
sation, to Matt. xxviii.20, and to Heb.
xi. 3.*

Although we do not, like Mr. Bel-
sham, translate &’ o0, ‘“ with a view
to whom,”’ we are, nevertheless, aware
that such a rendering of the words has
the support of some highly respecta-
ble authorities. Beza’s is at least as
important as that of Grotius. In the
Plutus of Aristophanes, (Oxon. 1810,)
ver. 93, ka: pmy S TG YPRSTES s,
K. T. A. we are desirous of ascertalning
the signification of the writer’s lan-
guage, rather than of discussing the
merits of the scholiast’s criticism.
But this quotation is irrelevant ; first,
because it presents an example of dix
with the accusative, and not with the
genitive ; and, next, because the trans-
lation, e probis honoie adficitur, can-
not be improved. Thucydides, we
believe, will supply Mr. Belsham with
one or two passages which apparently,
if not rcally, are more to his purpose:
with one he himself had long since
furnished Dr. DPriestley ; + another
we had marked in our copy of the
same historian, [ed. Edinb. 1804, L. v.
§ 63,] dix Bvpuaros, ““ on account of
the victun,” or ‘¢ with the view of
claiming the victim, and possessing
themselves of it,”>—and we trust that
we shall be excused for thus caretully
noticing the edition, because some
diffcrence of arrangement, by the dif-
ferent editors, might temipt us to ex-
claim, with Dr. Spry, (p. 98,)

“ "T'he passages in Thucydides are pro-
bably referred to cerroncously, as the
words whichh Mr. Belsham cites are not

* Schleusner, in verb. and the satis-
factory note of Dr. Sykes, in loc.

+ Lindsey’s Second Address to the
Students, &c. p. 297, note [h].
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to be found, Hist. Lib.-vi. S. vii. edit,
Bipont,”’

Under that section * the words” do
not occur in the Edinb. ed. of 1804,
We find them, however, in S. §7 of
the sixth book, where they make a
part of the celebrated narrative con-
cerning Harmodius and Aristogeiton.
In Lindsey’s note * the reference is to
Hudson’s, or the Oxford, ed., of 1696,
and to the page, instead of the sec-
tion.

As to the language cited, by the
author of the Exposition, &c., from
Josephus, we agree with Dr. Spry,
that the expressions are idiomatic,
and therefore do not bear upon the

question. Of the same idiom we have

an instance in 2 Cor. v. 10.+ We
are clearly of opinion, upon the whole,
that in the text under review, the
usual sense of %a is te be retained.
Valekenar suspects the genuineness of
any passages in classical writers, where
this preposition, so combined, has a
different force and meaning. Whether
he has external authorities for altering
them, is not stated. That such pas-
sages can be discovered, is, with our-
scelves, a watter of doubt. Seeming
anomalies, of this nature, in parti-
cular, justify our hesitation: we be-
licve, too, that &a fvuares and dix
xivduvye, admit of being translated by
er hostiam and per periculum.} After
all, Mr. Belsham has been substan-
tially correct in his quotation, and
cannot be regarded, with truth, as fan-
ciful and singular in his rendering:
Dr. S. Chandler’s concession § in re-
spect of the sense of iz may well be
styled remarkable ; the rather, as that
able and excellent man was both *“a
high Arian” and, for his age and situ-
ation, a considerable Greek scholar.
The select preacheg can be little ac-
quainted with scriptural or even with
common language, if he imagine that
such words as moew in Greck, and
malc in English, refer, of course, to a
material creation. What if we should
say that in the former clause of the
verse ¢ppointinent, and in the second
arrangement 1is expressed ¢  How
could Dr. Spry set aside this rendering

* Ut sap.

+ Mon. Repos. VILIL. 36.

* Therc is an evident sense in which
¢ the victim” was ¢¢ the means’ of the
irruption, and Hippias *¢ the mcans” of
placing others i danger.

§ Oun Eph. 1ii, [note i] 11,
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and interpretion, except by the con-
venient aid of human creeds?

This gentleman observes, truly e-.
nough, (p.109,) that ““many have been
endowed with miraculous powers.”
Can he inform wus, in whom besides
Jesus Christ miraculous powers were
perpetually resident? When he shall
have imparted this information, we
may allow that he has well expounded
Heb. 1. 1, 2, &c.

If he argue, in behalf of his favour-
ite theological tenets, from detached
words and clauses, he cannot, in jus-
tice, complain that his reasonings are
opposed by the production of texts,
which - entirely remove the fancied
mystery.®* Is Christ stated to be the
image of God? So is Adam.t+ Nay,
more : Mankind, the descendants of
Adam, are said to be the image and
glory of God;1 and this has even
been affirmed of individual Man. We
repeat, too, that there may be resem-
blance, but can be no identity between
the original and the image.

“ Schlictingius and Taylor” are
treated by the select preacher, in his
further remarks on Rom. ix. 5, with
the affectation of marked contempt.
He thus disposes of them : ¢ Of Schlic-
tingius and Taylor I say nothing.”
For his own credit’s sake, it would
have been better, if he had notsaid even
thus much. The learning, diligence
and talent of Schlictingius, are un-
doubted : and Bock himself § records
with praise his distinguished courtesy
and candour. Of Dr. John Taylor,
of Norwich, the very estimable de-
scendants, and the numerous admir-
ers, will recollect, that Bishop Edmund
Law || and Bishop Watson 9] acknow-
ledged most significantly the superior

’

* We believe that phrases supposed to
express or imply two natures in the Mes-
Slah, namely, one pre-existent, the other
!1uman, virtually contrast his two states,
1. ¢. his state during his ministry and his
present exalted state. See 1 Cor. xv. 47;
1 Thess. iv. 16, and Origen against Cel-
sus, (Spencer,) p. 43.

T Gen. 1. 26.

T 1 Cor. xi. 7. '

§ Historia Antitrin. &c., art. Schlict.
| ““ An ingenious friend, Dr.
Taylor,” Considerations, &c. [1820], p.
90, note.

3 Collection of Theological Tracts, Vol.
I. Table of Contents, &c., II1. 315, &e.
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merits of a divine, of whom only they
who are ignorant of his writings, or
unable to appreciate them, can speak
with superciliousness.

But this specific criticism of Schlic-
tingius and Taylor is ‘“ conjectural.”
Conjectural let it be. The conjectures
of such men, are worth more than all
the lucubrations of a lower tribe of
authors. We ourselves do not adopt
these emendations of the text of the
Greek Testament. Neither do we de-
spise them: by Griesbach they have
been honourably mnoticed; although
they are disrespectfully, and somewhat
flippantly, mentioned by Dr. Spry.

Whitby is now introduced. To
what sect did HE Delong? He was a
member and a minister of that which
is established by law. Yet Whitby,
in the later years of his life, adopted
the conjecture of Schlictingius. Let
us listen to what the select preacher
says respecting this well-known faet :

¢ when Mr. Belsham lays claim
to the support of Whitby, he forgets that
it is necessary to shew why the Sevrepat
¢oovrides of this learned man are to be
preferred to his deliberate opinion, as
given in his Commentary, that work on
which his fame is chiefly built.” (Pp.
112, 113.)

No such forgetfulness existed in
Mr. Belsham : no such necessity was
imposed on him. The burden. of
proof rests, on the contrary, with
Dr. Spry, who, it is possible, may
have heard something about “‘second
thoughts,”” and the value of them,
and about sages, both ancient and
modern, that have endeavoured to-
grow wiser and more intelligent with
added vears. Are Whitby’s Last
Thoughts less than his-Commentary,
a record of °‘ his deliberate opinion”?
Do they bear marks of dotage? We
throw out the challenge, without fear,
to the select preacher, whose exclu-
sively are the forgetfulness and the
necessity. By the way, he has mis-
named the valuable little tract in-
scribed with the title dorepat ppevrites.
The Sevrepas Ppoyrides are Hammond’s.

It is the practice of Mr. Belsham,
and it evinces at least his fairness and
impartiality, to cite interpretations
by widely differing expositors. This
method of annotation suits the taste
and wants of a numecrous class of
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readers: to Dr. Spry it may not be

essential or udeful; nevertheless, it
should have eseaped his censure.

Our author charg
with having made a rash and un-
founded assertion, when he declared
that the famous clause in. Rom. ix. 5,
was read so as not to ap -to be-
lorg to Christ, at least for the first
three centuries. However, adds the
selact preacher, *“ It is not necessary
to suppose that ke Anew:this not to
be true. But Mr. Belsham either
knew it, -or he has never read all that
Whitby wrote upen this very pas-
sage.”’
dour and of justice, the select preacher
levels a sareasm at ‘¢ Mr.
fidelity and the easy credulity of Mr.
Belsham,” p. 117. ,

The truth 13, that Mr. Lindsey* has
expressed himself with his chavracter-
istic modesty and caution: on the

passage before us he observes, “‘ It

wouLD SEEM that it was read,” &ec.
&c. If some of the early fathers cited
and understood the last clause as re-
ferring to Jesus Christ, still a power-
ful stress may with reason be placed
on the opposing statements found in
others of them, and produced by Dr.
S. Clarke,t whose argument, cer-
tainly, goes to shew, that neither in
point of principle nor of fact can the
text be serviceable to Trinitarianism.
Mr. Lindsey’s remark, we admit,
would have been more correct, had it
been still more qualified. We take
the case to have been, that of this
fameus passage no such application
was generally made by Christian
writers of the earliest ages.}

Learned halls and academic bowers
are occasionally visited by Dr. Spry,
who, nevertheless, could not have
been at Oxford when he penned the
sentence, ‘‘I ‘have no present means
of reference to Origen.” How scanty
then must have been Mr. Lindsey’s
““ means of reference” to that father,
when he drew up the Sequel to the

Apology!§

* Sequel, &c., pp. 204, &c.

t Scrip. Doct. of the Trinity, No. 539.

+ Our copy of Bowyer’s Conjectures
belonged formerly to a distinguished
scholar, who, in the margin, ad loc. has
put his broad negative on Whitby’s state-
ment i the Commentary.

§ His note is taken mainly from Clarke.

es Mr. Lindsey

With the same want of can-.

andsey’s

Controversial writers would e
more readily disposed to allow for.
each other’s’ omissions, &c., did they
bear .in mind the frequent, nay, paj.
pable, errors, into which learned ang
worthy men, of various communions,
have fallen, as the effect of a too
rapid glance of the eye at the pages
“of their predecessors. In Bowyer's
Conjectures, under this very text,
Mill is represented as affirming Trav
of Rom. ix. 5, which, in reality, he
does zno¢ say of it, but of 1 Tim, iii.
16. Clarke,* too, is cited as the
authority for such a representation :
whereas Clarke gives the words of
Mill under No. 540, and not under
No. 539 ; and the mistake of Bowyer,
or his friend, has plainly arisen from
the circumstance of his having -over-
locked the distinction. | »

With regard to Coloss. i. 15, we
shall simply lay - before our readers
Mr. Wellbeleved’s convincing note on
Gen. 1. 27 |

‘‘ The Apostle Paul evidently conceived
that the power of man constituted his re-
semblance to God. See 1 Cor. xi. 7.
[See, too, Ps. viii. 5, 6.] As to the pas-
sages which are usually produced from
his writings (Eph. iv. 24, Cal. iii. 10) to
prove that holiness, righteousness, and
knowledge, were also qualities which
the historian of the creation had in view
when he spake of the image of God, a
careful and impartial attention to these.
passages will shew, that they refer not
at all to what Adam was, hut to what
the professors of the gospel ought to
be.” ‘ \ :

That the preposition ev has various
significations, may be allowed: that
it has quite so many as Schleusner
assigns to it, we may fairly question ;
and it were to be wished, that this
otherwise excellent lexicographer had
been more studious of condensation
and perspicuity in his statements ot
the secondary meanings of words. If
Col. i. 15, be compared with the
seventeenth verse of the same chapter,
the passages will be found illustrative
of each other [&v avre wrTichy T
TAVFE, K. T.A. * ** 700 mayr & avry
cuvearnue]. No different principle of
criticisnr can be legitimate. o

Let us next attend to the select
preacher’s additional remarks on

)
-~

# Scrip. Doctrine, &c.
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Philipp. ii. 6, 7« Though ke pro-
fesses to-be the advoeate -of literal
translation, - he complains, however,
of Mr. Belsham, for rendering the
words woppyy SavAov by ‘¢ the form of
a slave.” Now. this version of the
hrase is far from being new; and,
inastnuch as we are hostile to. the
practice of confounding paraphrase
with trenslation, we must pronounce
that the author of the Exposition, &c.,
has been eminently just and faithful,
in. this instance, to the original.
¢« But,”” Dr. Spry observes,  after
Bishop Bull, that < dovAes is opposed
to @so¢, NOt to. avfpwwoes ; it means the
snbject condition of man in his rela.
tion .to God, not that of a slave as
compared with a free man.” Our
reply is, that even were this a correct
view of the thing, such a comment
cannot set aside the accuracy of Mr.
Belsham’s rendering : for pmoadm still
means a form, and devAgg still means a
slave. These terms, in truth, must
not be taken singly. 7To the phrase
poppn @eov, In verse the sixth, Paul
opposes the phrase wopdpny doviov, in
verse the seventh. Jesus Christ was
not only a man (avfpwmoc), but a man
in a most.abject and servile condi-
tion * — familiar with sorrows and
with woe : Jesus Christ was neither a
real slave, nor actually and essentially
(God ; and the combination of the sub-
stantives no more supposes identity in
the one case than in the other. (Pp.
137, &e.) o |
That iex is used adverbially in the
Gr. of the O.T., Whitby has affirmed,
and the select preacher cannot deny :
that it is so employed there frequent-
ly, Whitby has asserted and proved;
since he has Dbrought forward not
fewer than twelve examples in illus-
tration.+ Pp. 145, 146. .
To the catalogue of divines and
scholars, who have disapproved, for
various reasons, of the received trans-
lation of Philipp. ii. 6, 7, Mr. Bel-
sham might have added other ‘cele-
brated names. The fact that so mwany
critics have apimadverted .on this ren-
dering, may read a lesson of candour

* Jesus Christ submitted to the death
of a slave, See ver. 8, and Jell’s Para-
phrase, in lac.

T So Bengel : ¢“ accusativus adverbias-

rlcens, ut sepe in Jobo.”’
O(:.

VOL. XXx.

CGnomon, In

3 A

-of no honourable explanation.
‘that there is any particular reason to

and of equity to theological disputants ;
and, among these, to Dr. Spry. -+ -

-In_Jolgn v. 18, the evangelist records
not a doetrine taught or recognized
by Jesus Christ, but the perverse and
wilfully erroneous gloss, which the
leading Jews put upon his language;
and to that gloss the select preacher
13 most perfectly welcome. P. 146,

Concerning 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9, we
again say, on ground - which has
already been pointed out and vindi-
cated, that it is not an example of

prayer to Christ. - : ,

~ We think it unnecessary to proceed
with. these strictures on Dr. Spry’s
pamphilet: of the nature and degree

of -his qualifications for engaging. in

the Trinitarian controversy, cur re-
marks may have enabled the reader to
form a judgment. On the collateral
subject of church-authority we do not
at present enter. ‘The sixth, eighth,
and twentieth articles of the commu-
nion to which this gentleinan belongs,

are conspicuous by their recogoition

of the supremacy of ‘“Holy Scrip-
ture,”” which supremacy, however,
does not appear to be duly and prac-
tically acknowledged by all her sons.

It is much to be lamented that the
fairness and courtesy with which cri-
tical and theological discussions are

-pursued by some: of our neighbours

on the continent, have not more imi-
tators in our native land. This. state
of things may admit indeed of an
easy, yet, in respect of our eountry,
Not

complain of the select preacher.

'Though his ecclesiastical pretensions

be more than sufficiently high, his
language is gentleness itself, when
contrasted with the style of some of
his egntewporaries and fellow-labour-
ers. Still he does not, even here, do

justice to his own character, or to
- those whom he opposes,

- While he
seeins desirous of treating them with
civility, he often throws out insinuae.
tions of a want of sincerity and good
faith in the writer against whom his
attacks are principally directed.* On
his own part, there is something like
an assumption of infallibility—at least

. for “‘ the universal church”~—which it

is not possible to support, and which,

» Pp. 90,109, 115,135, 140, 143, 162,

in particular.
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his T'wo Sermons ‘and his Appendix
would alone effectually demolish.

- Let him continue ‘‘ to make the
utmost allowance for prejudices either
inherited or acquired,” nor forget that
some prejudices may cleave to him-
self ; let him aim at being just to Mr.
Belsham, nor in one and the same
sentence admit his sincerity and con-
scientiousness, and speak of supposed
artifices, of which he is incapable!
From errors of judgment, from the
kindred infirmities which are the lot
of all uninspired men, that excellent
Fbrﬁon claims no exemption: but he
oves and values TruTH 80 weil, he
has such a discernment of her cha-
racter, and feels so powerfully her
genuine -influence, that 'he canno?

practise any thing like deceit and

artifice, in vindicating her pretensions.

To the reasonings of this instruc-
tive writer and venerable man 'we may
not always subscribe: in his exposi-
tions we may not always copcur. Yet
there is scarcely any department of
theological literature in which he has
not laboured with advantage and suc-
‘cess. In none perhaps does he so
much excel as the illustration and
‘defence of the evidences of natural
~ahd revealed religion.* Of this we
‘speak, in particular, because his ser-

‘vices here demand the gratitude of

Christians of every denomination.
Here the impartial reader may apply
to him the language of J. A. Ernesti,+
concerning the great and amiable and
““ calumniated” Grotius: < — fateor
me indignari cum pro homine incre-
dulo vituperari audio, qui veritatem
religionis Christianae inimitabili libello
"demonstraverit.’? | |
| N.

st

Arrt. II.—.A Sermon, preacked on
Sunday, Jan. 23, 1825, to a Con-
gregation of Protestant Dissenters,

ain St. Saviourgate, York, in aid

of a Subscription for the Erection
of « Unitarian Chapel in Calcutta.
By C.Weéellbeloved. 8vo. pp. 66.

ork printed; and sold by Long-
- man and Co., London. 2s.

T) those that question the pro-
- A pnety of the late change 4n ¢he
constitution of “* The Unitarian Fund,”

* Mon. Repos. Vol. 11.11, 1. 206, &c.
+ Opusc. Theol. 477. |

~noight be ) .
“Ujien this igs§ topic he says,

(now fresolvéd into * The British ang
Foreign Unitarian Assotiation,”) by
which foreign missionary bbje‘c,i'g are
contemplated, or that doubt the fitness
of India as a field of Unitarian labour,
we earnestly recommend this judicious,
sg‘irited and truly Christian discourse,
which abounds with information re.
lating to the theological state of our
Indian poss<essions, and with argu.
ments to shew that a pnident zeal for
the spiritual welfare of our Indian
fellow-subjects is an imperative duty.

Mr. Wellbeloved’s text is the ac.
count of the vision to Paul of the man
of Macedoria, - praying himn to come
over and help them, Aects xi. 9. A
clear opening of the sense of the pas-
sage preparés the preacher’s way for
laying down'the ‘prineiple of Christian
missionary benévolence, which he pro-
ceeds to apply to the particular case
before him. o

He suggests some reasons for Uni.
tarians having been hitherto less ac-
tive in missionary scliemes than some
other-sects—as, that they do not feel

the same impellihg motive as those

that believe that unless mankind hold

a pdrticular faith ‘they wmust perish

everlastingly —that they have felt

~doubtful whether Providence had yet
‘called ‘them to such-exertions, seeing

the little sucéess attendant on the la.

‘bours of their more active bréthren—

that they do not ‘possess to any large
extent the resources which are neces-
sary to the effectual support of foreign
missions, and find at home -objects
which they deem of ‘at least equal
importance ‘and requiring no small
degree of exertion—and that it is
neither unnatural nor inexcusable if
Unitarians ‘have 'been restrained from
engaging in foreign missiorrs, by the
certain expectation of vehement and
unceasing opposition from those that

lngo*u‘rin ‘in the same field.

“ A missionary in a foreign land, eu-
gages, even under the most favourable
auspices, in 'an undertaking of extreme¢
difficulty and danger : an undertaking
which requires, every day and every hour,
the spirit of a martyr : an undertaking
which cannot be carried on without the
willing sacrifice of personal ease and
comfort ; without much patient endur-
ance of opposition and of insult, if not
of actital persecution.and suffering; with-
out a meek submission to all the morti-
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ing effects of prejudice, passion, igno-
gmﬁ: aud perversenesys, %!m“tﬁ temper
that can patiently. sustain the repeated
failure of long-matured schemes, and the
frequent disappointment  of flattering
bopes, a mind elevated far above all mere
earthly objects, a heart immoveably fixed
on the attainment of the great end of
his labours, and an eye steadily directed
to the crown which the righteous Judge
hath promised to bestow on these who
¢ inish their course, having kept the
faith, Such are the demands which are
made upon every Christian missionary ;
but the Unitarian missionary would be
called to additiona] trials. His fortitude
would be exercised, not only by € perils
in the city, and perils in the wilderness,’
but also- by ¢ perils amongst false bre-
thren.” His patience would be proved,
pot ouly by ¢ perils by the Heathen,’ but
py ¢ perils by his own countrymen.’
They who now reproach us, as deficient
in zeal, if we should grow zealous, would
brand our zeal as unholy and polluting.
They who now blame ‘us for our indif-
ference, if we should rouse ourselves into
action, would, to the utmost of their
power, oppose and thwart us in all our
measures. 'They who are now most for-
ward in challenging us to produce from
among converted ' Heathens the fruits of
our toil in the field of the gospel, would
be the first and inost strenuous to render
all our toil paibful and unavailing. They
would strew with thorns the rugged path
they seem to invite us to tread; they
would sow with salt the ground we should
be preparing to cultivate; they would

lay waste the harvest which might pro-

mise to reward our labour. They would
leave no means untried to excite in the
mind of the untutored Heathen, suspicion
avd prejudice ; and they might, perhaps,
encourage them, rather than listen to
our voice, even like the men of Ephesus
1 the apostles’ days, tamultuously to ex-
tol the object of their idolatrous wor-
ship.”—Pp. 21—23, - | |

By a felicitous application of his
text, he adds, - |

“ But the state of things has been re-
cently changing, and a door is now open-
ed to us by the Lord himself, which will,
In the end, I trust, be ¢ a great door and
effectual,” though many and bitter adver-
Saries may atterapt to shut it against us.
I'here standeth a man of India who be-
Seecheth us, saying, € Come over and
help us;* and this-entreaty is addressed
to us in such circumstances, that we may
assuredly gather that the Lord hath now
talled us to pursue such meagures as ma
supply those of India with more eg,ectug
means than they have y({t enjoyed, of

hearing the pure and uncorrupted gospel
3*; Christ preached to. them.”—Pp. 24,

Mr. Wellbeloved next deseribies the
characters of Rammohun TRoy and
Mr. Adam, and gives an account of
their labours and of the present state.
of Unitarianism in the East, taken
from sources which must be familiar .
to our readers, and then concludes
with the following appeal to Unitarian
liberality and piety, which was effec-
tual on the hearing of the sermon and:
cannot be unavailing on its perusal :

‘“ And now, my friends, I have put the
case fully and fairly before you, and I
cheerfully leave you to determine what
duty demands of you; persuaded that
you will determine wisely and act con-
scientiously. 1 would hold out noe falla-
cious hopes ; I would not deceive you by
promises of speedy and brilliant success,
attending even the best directed and the
most strenuous exertions. The fruits of
any labours of this kind, undertaken in
that part of the globe, our eyes cannot
expect to behold. The fields there, are
very partially, if at all, ¢ white already to
harvest.” The seed is yet but sparingly
sown. But, as in respect of the blessings
of the gospel, ¢ we have reaped that ou
which we bestowed nmo labour; other
men laboured, and we have entered into.
their labours;’ it is but right that we
should do our part to prepare the field
for those who are to succeed us; and
this we may do, in the full persuasion,
that hereafter, ¢ they who sow and they
who reap; shall rejoice together.” ‘Fhe
kingdom of God is still like a grain of
mustard-seed. If the seed be not sown,
it will not vegetate; but if it be com-
mitted to the earth, though it rise not
up immediately, it will, in due cousse;
be quickened, and become a great tree,
and all the fowls of heaven shall securely
lodge in its branches. The progress of
the conversion of the great native popu-
lation of India, from a debasing idolatry
to pure Christianity, must necessarily be
slow and gradual; for a long time, it may
scarcely be perceptible; but if no begin-
ning be made, 1 need not say, this most

desirable work can never be accomplished.

The questions for us to decide are these;
Is Unitarianism the genuine doctrine of
Christ and his apostles ? s it that form
of Christianity, which reason and ex-
perience would lead uQI to expect 0 .be
more readily and cordially embraced than
any other, in which Christianity is toe
commonly represented?  Are the cir-
cumstances which have recently taken
place in Hindoostan, and pasticularly in
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Calcutta, such as a pious man, may, with-
out exposing himself to the. cHarge of
enthusiasm, regard as the call of Provi-
dence upon those who profess Unitarian-
ism to let their truly glad tidings be heard
in that interesting country? If we neg-
fect the opportunity now presented to us,
can we reasonably hope that one so falr
and promising will at any other time
arise? If we seize not this occasion of
diffusing the uncorrupted Gospel of our
Lord, shall we not justify the suspicions

of those who call in question our zeal in.

the cause of truth? Shall we not merit
the reproaches of which we now com-
plain? Shall we not incur the more
fearful condemnation of Him who maketh
us stewards of his manifold mercies, that
we may dispense them to such of our
brethren as are in need? By the answer
which we cannot fail to return to these
questions, we shall be admonished re-
specting our duty. In the discharge of
that duty, let not any uncertainty as to
the result, cause us to waver or grow
reiiss. - It is our part to use the means
with which God furnishes us; it is not
our part to command or to hasten
success. God reserves that to himself.
The Gosypel of Jesus came from God; it
is his cause; and with him we may con-
fidently leave its interests. As he de-
signed it to be a universal blessing, he
cannot -be regardless of ils eveutually

Occasional Noticés of American Publications.

general diffusion: as all wisdom, as wel] -
as all power, is his, he knows best by
what means, and at what time, that dif.
fusion shall be accomplished: as he is
perfectly pure and holy, he cannot view
with indifference any sincere and well.
meant efforts to extend the most effec- -
tual means of holiness and virtue to 3]
his rational and accountable creatures:
and as he is impartially just and immutaf
bly good, he will not suffer any labour of
love and mercy to' go without its ade-
quate reward. Let us, then, be willing
and zealous ¢labourers together with
God,’ and in that day, ¢ when every man’s
work shall be made manifest,” our la-
bour will be found not to have been vain,
and our recompense will be unspeakably
glorious.—Pp.49—52. 4

- In a note, p. 49, the preacher docs
Justice to the exertions of the native
Unitarian preacher at DMadras, Wil-
liamm Roberts: and in an Appendix,
he justifies by unquestionable authori-
ties his representation of the compa-
rative inefficacy of the ¢¢ orthodox”
missionary gospel. . -

It deserves to be remarked that the
Sermon is printed at the charge of
one of its hearers, and that the profits
will be applied to the purposes in aid
of which 1t was delivered.

OCCASIONAL NOTICES OF AMERICAN
PUBLICATIONS. -

(let'mued’ from p 235.)

fl‘HE hopeful anticipations we ex-
L pressed (p. 230) when giving
some account of the Correspondence
on the Prospects of Christiunity in
India, (a source of detailed informa-
tion for which the English Unitarians
are indebted to their American breth-
ren,) have been realized more rapidly
than we dared to hope. Our readers
have already been informed, (p. 314,)
that the forcible representations of
the Secretary of the Unitarian Fund,
in his circular of the 29th of April
last, have produced an immediate at-
tention to this great object, which
precludes all doubt respecting “¢ Mr.
Addam’s being enabled to remain at
his important station.”” It will be
truly delightful if we learn that our
American brethren go along with us,
in what Mr. Fox represcnts (p. 315)
*“as the mest decisive and splendid

demonstration of zeal which has yet
occurred in the history of Unita.
rianism *’ -

We hope that our notices of Ame-
rican publications will bring the sub-
ject again before us; but at present
we propose to give a connected view
of those productions of the American
Unitarians which have been reprinted
in our own country. 'The first of the
series published in England was A
Sermon delivered at the Ordination of
the Rev. Jured Sparks to the Pastoral
Care of the First Independent Churcl
in Baltimore, May 5, 1819. By Wil-
liam Ellery Channing, Minister of the
Church of Christ, in Federal dtreet,
Boston. |

It is probable that few of our read-
ers arc ifhacquainted with this ])1§~
course. It was first reprinted in Li-
verpool, about October 1819. The
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c¢opy lying bet:o;e us 1s of ‘the F_"our.th'
Liverpool Edition, 18251 : and the dis-
course was also reprinted at New-
castle in 1820. How much it struck
the public mind 1n A}nerlca, when it
first appeared, is evident from the
extract given by Mrs. Cappe from a
Jetter of her American Correspondent,
Dr. H., in a connmunication inserted in
the Mon. Repos. for i820, p. 14; to
this we refer our readers for some
interesting information respecting the
rise of the Unitarian Church at Balti-
more, a town which stands next to
New.York in commercial importance.
The letter must have been written
about four months after the delivery
of the Sermon ; and Dr.-H. then says,
““ Tt has passed through two large
editions in Baltimore, (eight hundred
copies of the first, it has been said,
were taken up on- the day of its pub-
lication ;) and two editions have been
printed in Boston. It is eagerly read;
and the impression which it has made,
and is making, is very great.” Indeed
a Correspondent, writing from Charles-
ton at the close of the same year, (see
Mon. Repos. 1819, p. 128,) says, that
“Mr.Channing’s Ordination Sermon at
Baltimore went through ¢/g4¢ editions
in four months. Not less than 15,000
copies were sold in that peried; and
1t is yet in high demand.” :

The striking and extensive effectg
which have since followed, we have
already stated in our first article under
this head (p. 104); but these various
facts clearly prove, that the public
mind in the United States had been
gradually getting into a state of pre-
paration for the adoption and mani-
testation of Unitarian sentiments. It
often happens that doubts and per-
plexities are long felt, almost without
- the individual's notice of the state of
his mind : or he may have been con-
scious of darkness, and believed it
inpenetrable ; and the light of truth
may have burst forth, all at once,
with such convincing and almost over-
powering radiance, that the honest
heart could not but receive it alinost
istantaneously. Such cases occurred
at the time of the Reformation; and
they have occurred in the present
day, and in our own country. In the
.Umte(_l States, the freedom from the
'mposing influence of a wealthy and

Powertul establishment, long and

least never received
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closely connected with the state,—aw
advantage which we ®an . hardly ap-
preciate till we observe how that in-
fluence operates to check a disposition
to inquire as well as to interfere with
its - predisposing causes, — and the
steady and judicious efforts of intel-
ligent men to weaken the foree of
opinioas which they deemed errone-
ous, together with the unsuitableness
of these opinions to the liberal spirit
of -the gospel and the increasing en-
lightenment of the times, had contri-
buted in no slight degree to cultivate
the soil. ‘When Dr. Channing’s Ser:
mon, at Baltimore, was published,
numbers saw that they believed no

‘more than he:taught; and a still

greater number who, perhaps, had
thought but little on the distinguish-
g tenets of religious parties, or at

d with conviction
the doctrines of Orthodoxy, 'saw that

this was a form of Christianity which
approved itself to the heart and the

‘understanding, and adopted it as a

remedy for their doubts, or as a solid
ground for their attachinent to Chris-
tian faith. Many more were doubt-
less set to think on the subject by
the representations of the discourse;
but the progress of those who have
to work their way for themselves is’
less rapid and striking, though usually
most effective and permanent. |

‘There is not a more interesting in-
tellectual. process, than what often
takes place in the last case; when he
in whose heart the genuine holy love
of Christian truth has taken up its
abode, is seen examining with cau-
tion, leaving his heart always open to
evidence, yet never rejecting an opi-
nion, and receiving au opposing doc-
trine, till he has fairly considered their
respective evidence, labouring under
difficulties, yet not discouraged by
them, but patiently surmounting them ;
till at last he discerns, with satisfied
judgment, the leadings of Christian
truth, and then, with manly fortitude,
and the determination of Christian
principle, avows and acts upon his
convictions, and does what 1in him lies
to lead others to embrace them.

Of Dr. Channing’s Baltimore Ser-
mon, a short notice was given in our
volume for 1819, p. 635. It is dis-
tinguished for its caln, comprehensive
statement of the leading points to-
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which Unitarians desire to direct the
attention of the inquirer. - It lays
down, in the first place, the principles
which they adopt in interpreting the
Scriptures, and then states the doc-
trines which the Scriptures so inter-
preted, seem to them clearly to ex-
press. It takes a bread view of Uni-
tarian doctrine, and réspects almost
solely ‘¢ those topics on which our
sentiments have been misrepresented,
or which distinguish us most widely
from others.” .

The mode of statement adopted by
Dr. Channing is judiciously adapted
to conciliate, without sinking into un-
manly concealment. It unites the
plain delineation of truth, with the
manifestation of earnestness of con-
viction founded on a sense of its im-
portance. It shews the Unitarian
doctrine in its connexion with its prac-
tical influences ; and few serious, intel-
ligent persons, if they have not much
attended to the differences among pro-
fessed Christians, or been impressed
with the shibboleth of party, would
hesitate to receive the sentiments of
the discourse as the faith once de-
livered to the saints. Its truly evan-
gelical character, as well as its im-
press of high intellectual talent, make
it admirably adapted for distribution
among persons of intelligence and
Christian dispositions; and as there
aré no opposing associations con-
nected with- the name of the author,
and it comes from a far country, it
may sometimes gain (indeed it has
been known to gain) a degree of at-
tention among the orthodox, which
even 1its intrinsic merit might not
otherwise have secured it. ,

Taking them in the order in which
the American pamphlets have been
reprinted in England, the next is A4
Sermon delivered Dec. 18, 1821, at
the Ordination of the Rev. William
Ware, to the Pastoral Charge of the
First Congregational Church in New
York. By his Father, Henry Ware,
D. D., Hollis Professor of Divinity in
the University of Caimnbridge, Massa-
chusetts. From the New York Second
Edition, Liverpool, 1822. Price 6d.

Dr. Ware is the respectable indivi-
dual who drew up the queries to Mr.
Adam and Rammohun Roy; and he
appearsin this Sermon in an interesting
<haracter both as a Divine and as a
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Father, When Dr. Channing returned
from Baltimore, after the ordination
of Mr. Sparks, he was urged to preach
at New York, by some distinguisheg
individuals, who obtained for hip,
the use of the Medical Hall; and this
led to the establishment of a Unita.
rian congregation and the building of
a place of worship. Mr. Ware went
from Boston to aid in carrying on the
object, and he was afterwards ap.
pointed to the pastoral charge, Mr.,
Henry Ware (his younger brother we
presume) is designated the ‘¢ Minister
of the Second Church in Boston,” in
the title of a little volume, of which
we hope soon to give some account,
and which has already heen reviewed
in the Eclectic Review. It is entitled
Hints on Extemporaneous Preacking ;
and we recommend the study of it to
our young ministers and students.

Professor Ware’s Sermon is founded
on Acts xxviii. 22. It displays the
baneful influence of bigotry in pre-
venting a due attention to evidence,
and interrupting the progress of free
inquiry ; and it points out the course
which the Unitarian minister has to
follow, in order to weaken prejudice;
and to gain a fair hearing for what he
deems the truth. It is earnest, argu.
mentative and impressive. It is pro-
bably not much known among us;
and as it has not yet been noticed in
the Repository, we will select a few
passages from it. After observing that
the liberal and enlarged spirit which
has gradually destroyed the restraints
once imposed in other departments of
human inquiry, has not extended it-
self, in equal degree, to the subject of
religion ; and. shewing that the work
of reformation must, from the very
nature of the subject, be gradual and
slow, Dr. Ware proceeds, with truth
and beauty of comparison,

‘¢ [t is no reproach to those who took
the lead in that Mmportant work, that
they stopped at the threshold, and left it
to be completed by their successors. To
the most perfect  and faithful organs of
vision, the first dawn of returning light
must present objects but imperfectly ;
not with distinctness, nor in their just
shape and dimensions. And if, besides,
the organs themselves have become dis-
tempered by groping in the dark, or their
power or exactness beimpaired by disuse,
it may serve still farther to prelong the
period of imperfect vision, and, even at
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mid-day, objects miay not be fally re-
gtored to the colour amd symmetry of
pature and truth.”—Pp. 7, 8, Liverpool
ed.

The Professor next shews that great-
er violence of oppesition wmight natu-
rally be expected against those who
endeavour to correct errors in religious
faith, when we take into account the
deeper interest it engages; and then
refers to anothér cause which has
mainly contributed to retard the pro-
gress of men’s minds, on subjects con-
nected with religious truth.

«The followers and successors of those
great men, who first gave an impulse to
the Christian world, have satisfi¢d them-
selves with indolently adopting the pecu-
liar opinions of the Reformers, instead of
asserting the great principles,of the Re-
formation. They have only changed one
human master for another, instead of re-
nouncing all authority, but that of our
common master, the great head of the
charch. Thus receiving implicitly, and
following servilely the theological opi-
nions of Luther and Calvin, (most of
which made no part of the Reformation;
for they were opinions which they brought
with them from the church from which
they separated, and held afterwards in
common with that church,) the great
“principles of the Reformation, ¢ the suf-
ficienucy of the Scriptures, and the right
of private judgmeént in their interpreta-
tion,” were lost sight of. 'The conse.
quence of this has been, that the charches
of the Reformation, directing their atten-
tion to the maintenance and defence of
the system of faith, which the Reformers
adopted, 'instead of imitating the spirit
of free inquiry which .distinguished them,
and practically asserting the religious li-
berty, which they first dared to claim,
and maintained, have done all that was
In their power to prevent ithe Reforma.
tion from praceediug a step further, than
its first champions had carried it. "There
has accordingly not ceased to be too rea-
Sonable ground for the same complaint,

‘which two centuries ago was drawn from

the celebrated' Robinson' in his farewell
'to the pilgrims of Leyden—that the fol-
lowers of Luther and of Calvin wonld
proceed no further than their leaders had
gone before them ; but still stuck, where
they left them, instead of proceeding for-
ward in imitation of their example. Nor
18 }hls all.—Those who have not seen
Lheir way clear to go onward themselves,
have not always been xeady to permit
their b_;ethren to proceed. With singular
Miconsistency and injustice have these not
unfrequently been chargedl with forsaking

. 5} ‘
the doctrines of the Reformation-<who,
with the spirit of the first Reformers, and

adopting the great principles upon which
they achieved the glorious event, were

endeavoaring to carry un and perfect the
‘work

which they began. And, with
equally singular inconsistency, has this
charge been urged upon them by those
who, claiming to be exclusively the fol-
lowers of the early Reformers, are yet, in
doing this, exhibiting the spirit and imi-

tating the conduct of that chuarch, which

resisted and opposed the Reformation.””
‘"‘Ppo 9, 100 ‘ ' '

After briefly adverting to the re-
sources for advancement in religious
knowledge which the present age Ppos-
sesses, and the effects which they have
already produced ; refuting the charge
of novelty against our doctrines, and
delineating the mode of inquiry which
has led to the adoption of them; Dr.
Ware eloquently describes our claim
to be free from the last efforts of the
spirit of persecution. |

‘“ If we have the right, in common
with our Christian brethren of every otheér
formn of faith, to inquire, and to interpret
the Scriptures for ourselves; we have a
right, dlso, in common with them, to
hold and to profess the faith, to which
fair inquiry has led as; to do it withoat
reproach, without exposure te that ¢ ve-
nom of the tongue,’ the last that 13 emit-
ted by the spirit of persecution in its
expiring struggles, whea its flames are
quenched, and its arm of power is palsied.
And we therefore rightly appeal to the
public sense of justice, when those who
claim for themselves, and professedly al-
low to all, the right of free inquiry, and
the privilege of interpreting the Scriptures
for themselves, yet, in palpable violation
of this principle, deny even the Christian
name, and, as 'far as they have power,
Christian -privileges, to those, who, in
the exercise of this right; and in per-

forming a sacred duty, are led to adopt a

gystem of faith, differing in some points

from that which generally prevails.”'—P,

130 * L

The second object of the discourse
is to point out some of the duties
which belong to societies and ministers

- who profess doctrines §o much wis-
‘represented and misunderstood, and

which are opposed by such powerful
prejudices.  The Professor recom-

mends that we shall not suffer those
-opinions, ‘¢ for want of - being fairly
stated and explalned, to remain imper-
- fectly understood, to-be the occasion of
prejudice and distrust in the minds of
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those fellow-christians who sincerely
wish for correct information, and the
means and power of judging fairly.”

. ¢ Such expositions of our faith, per-
haps it will be said, are not wanting;
“they are sufficiently nuinerous, and faith-
fully published. But it must not be for-
gotten, that once to perform this office is
not enough. It is ¢ line upon line, and
precept upon precept’ only, the frequent
reiteration with distinctness and impres.
~sion, which is to produce the final tri-
umph of truth, and give the public senti-
ment and feeling a right direction. As
often as there is a misapprehension of
our meaning, or a false or defective state-
ment of it is repeated, the true and
faithful representation, which is to cor-
rect the mistake, and confute the false
charge, must be repcated also. Nor will
the faithful advocate and defender of
truth allow himself to grow weary of the
task, nor suffer ¢ the thrice confuted er-
ror,’ at length to pass uncontradicted.”—
Pp. 16, 17. |

Dr. Ware then proceeds to urge the
necessity of avoiding all, in our de-
fences of our system of faith, that
shall separate the character of Unita-
rian from that of Christian; main-
taining that it is far better ‘¢ to ne-
glect the duty, than to perform it in
a manner and with a spirit which
shall bring a reproach upon the cause
which it is our aim to support.”

His third point of atfvice is, that
we carry the same manifestation of
Christian principle into the generai
conduct of life, and cherish it in its
genuine and extensive efficacy, so as
to keep steadily in view the great end
of religion, personal holiness. Here
- he enters into various topics which

deserve the serious consideration of
Unitarians ; and then he proceeds, in
as train of exhortation and encourage-
ment, in which the affection of the
Christian parent and minister is strik-
ingly displayed, to address his son, on
entering on his new engagements ;
and we think the following passage
will be interesting and edifying to
some of our young brethren who are
about to enter on important stations
in the ministry. /

‘“ 1 know that you have not come to
- this occasion without great solicitade. 1
trust also you have not doune..it without
faithful self-examination, and a full view
of al] the duties and urials and dangers of
the arduous and responsible station which
you are called to fill; and I can fully
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| sympathize with you, in all the tumy).

tuous feelings: of this day. He who has
once experienced, cai never forget them,
The lapse of more than thirty years,
filled up with a variety of interests ang
duties, of changes and trials, have stil|
left fresh upon my memory the deep and
tender feelings of an occasion like this;
the same that now rush with all their
agitating and overwhelming force upon
your mind. You think of the office to
which you are called, the most solemn
that a mortal can sustain——of the duties
connected with it, arduous, difficult, and

‘coustant, allowing no intermission and

no relaxation—of the important interests
which may be affected by the degree of
fidelity with which you shall discharge
those dnuties—interests, not of an indi-
vidual, but of many, who may receive an
influence from your ministry—interests,
not of a trifling or transient nature, but
the most important aund permanent—and
of the high respousibility which he sus-
tains, upon whose fidelity and success
so great intervests are depending; the
labour aud’ difficulty and respousibility of
the pastoral relation, great in themselves,
increased, and rendered still more ap-
palling to a susceptible mind, by the cir-
cumstances attending your ‘particular lo-
cation. | |

‘¢ These views let me urge you to in-
dulge, not for the purpose of feeding a
gloomy imagination, but as incentives to
exertion, and motives to greater zeal and
activity and diligence, that you may be
equal to the exigency, and fill worthily
the place which Providence has allotted
you. And let me persuade you also, to
lay open your mind to more cheering
views and encouraging considerations,
and to accustom yourself to dwell on the
bright side of things—to think of tke
satisfaction as well as the labours, the
joys as well as the trials, of a faithful
ninistry.”’—Pp. 27, 28.

The concluding address to the infant
Society is marked by the same sound-
ness of judgment, matured views of
duty, and Chiristian spirit, which cha-
racterize the discourse throughout.
Many points of advice, we need not
say, are applicable much more exten-
sively than to the congregation to
whom they were. first addressed. It
will be very satisfactory to us if this
notice of Dr. Ware’s discourse should
lead te greater attention to-it.:

A Discourse on the Evidences of
Revealed Religion, delivered before
the University of Cambridge, at the
Dudleian Lecture, March 14, 1821.
By William Ellery Channing, D. D,
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‘Mibister of tHe Congregational Church
:n ‘Federal Street, Boston. Bristol,
1824." Price 6d.

This discourse was reprinted in

1822, by the Western Unitarian So-
‘ciety ; and a large impression having
been sold, -it-has been again reprinted
by the Society. No notice has hitherto
been taken of it in the Repository;
and as it has not (we think) been ad-
vertised on the cover, it is probable
that many of our readers are not ac-
quainted with it. We shall have ren-
dered them a service if we induce themn
to procure and study it. We do net
hesitate to adopt the character given
of it by the English Editor.
printed, he says, “ under the conviction
that it is eminently adapted to an age
of intelligence and inquiry. It sets the
leading evidences for the divine origin
of Christianity, in a forcible, and, in
some measure, a new light, It is
characterized by sound philosophy, as
well as by enlarged and enlightened
views of Christian faith ; and by. its
accurate discriminating reasoning, its
closeness of argument, energy of ex-
pression, and powerful appeals to. the
understanding, and to the best affec-
tions of the heart, it is calculated to
impress the reflecting unbeliever, and
to strengthen and animate the faith
of the Christian. To the intelligent
and well-disposed young, who have
made some progress in intellectual
culture, it is peculiarly suited; and it
cannot but leave impressions in their
minds favourable to religious obedi-
ence.” \

To give an extended analysis of this
discourse is unnecessary ; but we may
give a brief outline. The first portion
of it is occupied with an able, and, as
far as we can perceive, irrefutable ;
train of reasoning, against the objec-
tion founded on the miraculous cha-
racter of our religion.

““ I have laboured in these remarks to
shew, that the uniformity of nature is no
Presumption against miraculous agency,
when employed in confirmation of such a
religion as Christianity, Nature, on the
contrary, furnishes a presumption in its
favour.  Nature clearly shews to us a
Power above itself, so that it proves mi-
racles to be possible. Nature reveals
Purposes amd attributes in jts Awuthor,
with which Christianity remarkably agrees.

ature too has deficiencies, which ‘shew

that it was not intended by its Aathor to
VOL. XX, 3B
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be his whole method of instracting man-
kind'y and in this way it gives great con-
firmation to-Christianity,’ vehich wreets its
wants, supplies its chasms; explains its
mysteries, and lightens its heart-oppress-
ing cares and sorrows.”—Pp. 17,.18,

‘Bristol ed. . .

Dr. Channing' then proceeds,’ af€er
referring to Dr. Campbell, to add a
few remarks on Mr. Hume’s floted
and specious but futile argument on
miracles. -

The great errors of .the serious,
intelligent unbeliever appear to .us
partly to consist in his. forgetting that
there are laws of mind as well as.of

‘matter ; and partly, in his thinking,

of the laws of nature as something
different from the modes of Divine
operation, and leaving out of view the
great ends for which they aure  ad-
hered to, in the common order of Pro-
vidence. If those great ends are best
effected by a variation in the modes
of operation, the all-comprefiensive
law of benevolent wisdom Trequires
such departure. And the usual and
the extraordinary modes of Divine
operation, all, alike, form a part of
that providence which embraces all
times, all places, all beings, and all
events. - |

In the second portion of the dis-
course, Dr. Channing proceeds to state
““ the general principle into which all
Christian evidences may be resolved,
and on which the whole religion rests,
and then to illustrate it in a few strik-

ing particulars.” Those who are not

prepared for the reasoning of the first
part, will ‘find less difficulty in the
second. 1t displays, throughout, the
hand of a master, guided by a mind
impressed with enlarged views of
Christian worth and the excellencies
of the gospel, and a heart elevated by
its principles and prospects. It has
the rich glow of earnest conviction,
and of ardent desire to lead others to
embrace, with full purpose of heart
and devotedness of soul, that religion
which is fitted to make them wise and
holy and blessed. We must select
one passage, displaying a remarkable
feature of Christianity, and at ‘the
same time a strong evidence for its
divine original : S

- < Since. its introduction, human nature
has made great progress, and society ex-
perienced great changes; and in this
advanced condition of the world, Chris-
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tianity, instead of losing its application
and importance, i3 found to be more and
‘more congenial and adapted to man’s
nature and wants. Men have outgrown
the other institutions of that period when
Christianity appeared, its philosophy, its
modes of warfare, its policy,. its public
and private economy ; but Christianity
has never shrunk as intellect has opened,
but has always kept in advance of men’s
faculties, and unfolded nobler views in
proportion as they have ascended. The
highest powers and affections which our
nature has developed, find more than
adequate objects in this religion. Chris-
tianity is indeed peculiarly fitted to the
more improved stages of society, to the
more delicate sensibilities of refined
minds, and especially to that dissatisfac-
tion with the present state, which always
grows with the growth of our moral
powers and affections. As men advance
in civilization, they become susceptible of
mental sufferings, to which ruder ages
are strangers; and these Christianity is
fitted to assuage. Imagination and in-
tellect become more restless; and Chris-
tianity brings them tranquillity by the
eternal and maguificent truths, the so-
lemn and unbounded prospects which it
unfolds. This fitness of our religion to
more advanced stages of society than
that in which it was introduced, to wants
of human nature not then developed,
seems to me very striking. The religion
bears the marks of having come from a
Being who perfectly understood the ha-
man mind, and had power to provide for
its progress. This feature of Christi-
anity is of the nature of prophecy. It
was an anticipation of future and distant
ages ; and when we consider among whom
our religion sprung, where, but in God,
can we find an explanation of this pe-
culiarity ?*’—Pp. 36—38.

If we did not feel the hope that
every one of our readers will become
(if not already) acquainted with this
invaluable discourse, we would subjoin
the concluding pages: but it will be
more interesting to them to select for
themselves; and we doubt not that
the perusal of the whole will contri-
bute to give energy to their faith and
fervour to their thankfulness.

We should now proceed to Professor
Norton’s very able and valuable pam-
phlet; but as thisis less known among
us, we wish to be somewhat more de-
tailed in our account of it, and will
defer our notice to another number.
As, however, we are desirous that our
readers should be apprized of all the
Ameriean Unitarian tracts republishedd

‘ton, America.
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in England, we will subjoin a list of
the remainder, inthe order in which
they have appeared; and this wi)
probably be found complete, which
our first, in p. 103, was not

Thoughts on True and False Rel;.
Lion. By Andrews Norton, Dexter
Professor of Sacred Literature in the
University of Cambridge, Massachuy-
sets. Reprinted from the American
edition, by the Liverpool Unitarian
Tract Society, 1822. Price 6d.

Hints to Unitarians. - From the
Christian Disciple, published at Bos.
iverpool, 1823. Price
4d.

Consolations of Uniteriarism, par.
ticularly in the Howr of Death., Two
Essays from the Unitarian Miscellany,

published in Baltimore. Liverpool,
1823, (Fourth Liverpool Edition,
1825.) Price 44d.

Substitutes for Religion. Extracted
from the Christian Disciple. Liver-
pool, 1824. Price 4d. |

A Sermon delivered at the Ordina-
tion of the Rev. Ezra Stiles Gannett,
as Colleague Pastor of the Church of
Christ, in Federal Street, Boston,
June 30, 1824, By William Ellery
Channing, Pastor of the said Church.
Liverpool, 1824. Price 6d.

Memoirs of the Rev. J. S. Buck-
minster, and the Rev. S. C. Thatcher.
Reprinted from the Memoirs prefixed
to the Sermons of the respective Au-
thors. Liverpool, 1824. |

The Duties of Children : A Sermon
delivered to the Religious Society in
Federal Street, Boston. By W. E.
Channing, D. D. Reprinted from the
fifth American edition. Liverrool,
1825. Price 24. ; and a liberal allow-
ance made to schools, and to those
who buy to give away.*

Correspondence relative to the Pro-
spects of Christianity end the Means
of promoting its Reception in India.
Cambridge (U. S.) Ubiversity Press.
London, 1825, Reprinted for Charles
Fox and Co. Price 3s. 64. |

Three Important Questions Answer-
ed, relating to the Christian Name,
Character, and Hopes. By Henry

ai E—

-

* In the imprint it is said to be soid
by C. Fox and @o., 33, Threadneedle

-8treet ; and probably.all the Liverpool

reprinted American . publieations may be

-had from Mr. C; Fox,



Obituary.—Rev. Benjamin Gerrans. Mrs. Castle.

Ware, Pastor of the Second Church in
Boston. Bristol, 1825. Priee4d.
A4 Discourse on the Proper Cha-
racter of Religious Institutions, deli-
pered at the Opening of the Inde-
pendent Congregational Church, at
Salem, on Dec. 7, 1824. By Henry
Colman. Liverpool, 1825. Price 6d.
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A Sermon, delivered at the Ordina-
tion of the Rev. W. H. Furness, as
Pastor of the First Congregational
Unitarian Church in Philadelphia,
Jan. 12,1825. By Henry Ware, Jun,,
gg Boston.  Liverpool, 1825. Price

. -
L
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1825. March 24, at Prospect Place,
Walworth, at an advanced age, the Rev.
BENJAMIN GERRANS, a gentleman no less
cminent as a classical scholar than as an
Orientalist. . His faithful and elegant
translation of a Persian MS., entitled,
¢ The Tooti Namet,” and ¢ The Tra-
vels of Rabbi Benjamin,” from the He-
brew, placed him high in the estimation
of the admirers of Oriental literature. A
domestic calamity, added to intensity of
siulgy, had for many years occasioned
such strong feelings of misanthropy, as
to deprive his |[family of the advantages
antjcipated from the exercise of his pow-
erfyl genius and deep researches.

et

At Clifton, on the 19th of May, FANNY,
wife of Michael Hinton CastiE, Esq.,
and fifth daughter of the late Rawson
Hart Boddam, Esq., formerly governor of
Bombay. -

The period of protracted suffering
which preceded her dissolution would
have dwelt with unmingled anguish upon
the memory of the friends who wit-
nessed it, had it not been for the sub-
missive resignation and disciplined feeling
she evinced, which shed a brightness even

on the dark chamber of suffering and of

death. -

After contending for nearly six months
with a formidable disease, anxious for
recovery, and attentively pursuing the
means calculated to promote it, the un-
subdued state of the complaint, and the
ravages it had committed on her con-
stitution, impressed her with a full con-
viction that she had not lomg to live.
It was not without a painful struggle
that she relinquished her Jast hope of
Yecovery. She admitted that she felt it
4 severe trial, blessed as she was with
tvery thing that could render life de-
sirable, to resign all her earthly enjoy-
ments; and she could not, she said, con-
template without awe ¢ the unknown
dtate’ upon which she was entering.

Having, however, once gone through
the process of
;:fc l.(]l]ea o.f death, she maintained to the
. ‘d(m_l(,m, of her existence, which cone-

'¢d tor nearly a month longer, the

reconciling her mind to

most perfect resignation to the Divine
Will, and exhibited a state of mind alike
;nteresting and edifying to those around
er. -
Many, she said, in her circnnstances,
derived all their support and consolation
from a reliance upon the merits and
sufferings of Jesus Christ, and the doc-
trine of the atonement, (these were her
own seutiments before she left the Es-
tablished Church), but in her view the
Scriptures neither required nor warranted
the belief of such a doctrine; and she
was convinced that those opinions could
not afford greater support and satisfac-
tion to the dying, than she experienced
in resting her hopes upon the mercy of
an all-good and almighty Parent, who
directed all events to answer the best
purposes, and who had promised eternal
life to the obedient and humble follow-
ers of his Son, Jesus Christ. After ex-
pressing the most kind and Christian
feelings towards those who differed from
her in opinion, she observed how extra-
ordinary and unaccountable it appeared
to her, that any should feel such con-
fidence in their own judgment upon the
doctrines of the Scriptures, as not only
to decide that they were right and all
others wrong, but presumptuously to
limit the favour of God, and the promise
of eternal life to such as believed as they
did, denying the blessings of the gospel
to those who, with equal ec¢arnestness,
equal talents, equal investigation, and
equal means of ascertaining the truth,
had arrived at a different conclusiou.
During the tuterval referred to (from
the time of her giving up all expectation
of recovery to her dissolution, a period of
nearly four weeks), when her strength
enabled and her suflerings permitted her,
she took an affectionate leave of her
children, and of the various members of
her fawily, by whom she was watched
with the most anxious solicitude and
tender attention. Sometimes she would
send for fritnds not belonging to her fa-
mily, bidding them adiea, and giving
them some trifling memorial of her re-
gard. Those who were present at these
scenes, can best tell how affecting and
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impressive they were. ‘She particularly
requested that her children might be
brought up in the belief of the doctrines
of Unitarianism, and was very solicitous
before she left the world to dedicate to
God, by baptismal service, the infant
whose birth imnmediately preceded her
illness. Lying on her death-bed, in the
presence of her husband and three other
children, and surrounded by those rela-
tions whom she most dearly loved, the
affecting ceremony was impressively per-
formed by the Rev. John Rowe, twelve
days before her death. She went through
it with much calmness, and expressed the
great satisfaction it had givel her.

Occasionally, when the cheerful sun-
shine beamed through her chamber win-
dow, or when her eye rested upon the
bright green of the vernal foliage, re-
collections of the many earthly blessings
which Providence had conferred upon her
would crowd upon her mind, and she
would say with tears, ¢ Even now 1 could
wish the bitter cup might pass from me;
but I am resigned to the will of God,
convinced that he knows what is best
for me.”

At times, during the agony of her suf-
ferings, after asking how long she could
live, and expressing her earnest wish that
Providence would release her from her
painful existence, she would reproach
herself with want of resignation, and
declare her firm conviction that her trials
were intended for her good ; and often
while most diffident of the power of her
faith to enable her to bear with fortitude
her heavy affliction, she was exhibiting
to those around her a remarkable exam-
ple of the influence of religious principle
in imparting a patient and dutiful sub-
mission to the Almighty will, and evincing
that frame of mind so characteristic of
thie humble Christian.

They who delight in contemplating a
triumphant death-bed, and consider that
salvation is certain only to such as, ela-
ted with the imagined glories .of hea-
ven, and confident of possessing them,
profess a wish to resign all the joys and
daties of this life, would derive no satis-
faction from the quiet, unostentatious
close of the life of this interesting and
amiable woman. Here were to be wit-
nessed no ecstacies, no enthusiasm, no
violent excitement, no fancied contempt
for the comforts and enjoyments of the
world, no presumptuous claim to the
favour of Heaven ; but, with a deep sense
of the important sphere of usefulness in
which, as the mother of four” young
children she was placed ; with an acute
sensibility to the comforts she was blessed
with ; with an earnest desire to continue
in the society of those she so tenderly
loved ; and in the parformance of the va-
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Rev. 4. Rees, D.D., F.R. S., &c.

riovis -duties of a wife, a mother, a daugh.
ter, and a sister, which she had hithertq
discharged in so exemplary a manner -
she submissively bowed to the will of
Heaven, sincerely lamenting her frailty
and imperfections, yet humbly hoping for
forgiveness, and the possession of that
blessed immortality which Jesus Christ
had brought to light, acknowledging the
support she received, and uniformly de-
clating her unhesitating belief that her
sufferings and her death were wisely and
mercifully appointed.

Nor was it, to those who had the pri-
vilege of witnessing it, an uninteresting
testimony to the efficacy of the great
principles of the Gospel over peculiarities
of religious faith, to see her surrounded
by her dearest friends, most of them
differing from her in opinion, yet all
mingling with hers the tears of separa-
tion; joining with her in devout aspira-
tions to their common Parent for con-
solation and support; and uniting with
her in the humble and coufiding hepe of
a re-union in that state where sin and
sorrow, sickness and death, will be known
no more; and thus manifesting their full
aecordance in the explicit declaration of
Scripture that ¢ he that feareth God, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with
him.”

et

June 9, at his house in Artillery Place,
Finsbury, in the 82d year of his age, the
Rev. ABraHAM REESs, D.D,, F. R. S, &c.,
of a decay of mnature, which had been for
some time visibly approaching. Of this
eminent man, who had been active and
distinguished in the literary world, and
particalarly among. the Protestant Dis-
senters of London, for more than half a
century, we shall hereafter give an ample
memoir. His naturally strong mind, his
various knowledge, his habits of business,
his urbanity and courtesy, his eloqueuce,
his commanding presence, and his up-
right and honourable character, created
for him a place of no ordinary importance
in society ; and his loss will very long
be deeply felt, and especially by those
that had the peculiar happiness of his
friendship. It will give great pleasure to
many of our readers to learn that his
end was without pain, and serene, and
Christian., His congregation shewed their
respect to his memory, and gratitude for
his invaluable public labours, by under-
taking his funeral, at which the several
bodies with which he had stood par-

/Licularly connected, (Dr. Williams’s "Prus-
tees, the Presbyterian Ministers, and the
Managers of the Presbyterian Fund) at-
tended in consequence of special resolu-
tions to this effect. His body was carried
to the chapel in Jewin Street; and on
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Qaturday the 18th inst., the cong.regaﬁon
and the other gentlemen who wished to
pay the last tribute of respect to him,
assembled- at the Library in Red-Cross
Street, and thence proceeded to the
chapel, where Dr. T. REEs delivered an
Oration, in which he sketche¢d, with an
able hand, the mind and character of the
deceased. The procession then moved to
Bunhill fields, where the service was
concluded. The pall was borne by six
ministers of the Three Denominations.
The next day, Sunday the 19th instant,
the funeral sermon was preached in
Jewin Street, to a crowded auditory, by
the Rev. R. ASPLAND, on a subject which
was ever near the heart of the deceased,
viz. The Reunion of Christian Friends in
a Future- State. The Rev. D. DavisoN,
the Doctor's recently - appointed col-
league, conducted the devotional services
on this occasion. (Dr. Rees had ap-
pointed, by his will, the two gentlemen
before-named, that officiated in the fu-
neral services.) - Both- the Oration and
the Sermon are, at the request of the
family and congregation, to be published.
e ——e '

June 13th, in the 71st year of her age,
at Reading, after eight days of painful
suffering, Mrs. Chamnpion, whose sound

sense, sincere piety, domestic virtues,
liberal spirit, active charity, ardent friend-
ship, conjugal and maternal affection, en-
deared her to all her family and frieunds,
and rcodered the time of her departure
from this life a season of deep afflietion.
Her sorrowing family will long ‘cherish
her memory, in the pleasing anticipation
of a happy reunion in a state of cofi-
scious being, where death will have no
more dominion over man, or power to
rend the sacred bond of mutual affection.
The deceased had in early life embraced
the Calvinistic system of religious belief ;
but she gradually abandoned it; and,
atter having adopted the doctrine of uni-
versal restoration, from the writings of
Mr. Winchester, she became, for the
last fourteen years of her life, a decided
and zealous Unitarian. »
st

Juve 15, at Leigh Rectory, near Rei-
gate, Surrey, in the 58th year of his age,
SAMUEL WILTON, Esq , eldest son of the
late Dr. Wilton, formerly minister of the
Weigh-House, East Cheap, who, though
he has been long dead, and died at an
early age, is remembered with esteem
and respect as the friend and champion
of religious liberty. (See his Review of
the Thirty-nine Articles.)
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'THE 38-9th Anunual Meeting of the
Trustees of this Iastitution was held in
the Cross-Street Chapel Rooms, Man-
chester, on Friday the 6th of August,
1824, when, it being determined in future
to hold the Manchester Annual Meeting
of Trustees on the Thurslday nearest to
the first full mnoon subsequent to the 22nd
of February, the anniversary of the foun-
datign of the College, the meeting ad-
Journed, at its close, to the 3rd of March
last, having first passed a vote requesting
the officers of the College to continue in
office until that day.
~On the 3rd of March, Samuel Kay,
Iisq., baving been called to the Chair,
the proceedings of the Comumittee since
the forner Annual Meeting were read,
approved of, and confirmed, and votes of
thanks were passed to the several officers
of the Institution, for their services during
the past year.  The following officers
were then elected for the year ensuing,
Viz. Joseph Strutt, Esq., President ; James
Youchett, Esq., Peter Martineau, Esq.,

kRS

Daniel Gaskell, Esq., Abraham Crompton,
Esq., the Rev. John Yates, and the Rev.
John Kentish,Vice-Presidents; and George
William Wood, Esq., Treasurer. 'The
office of Visitors continues to be filled by
the Rev. W. Turner and the Rev. Dr.
Carpenter, and that of Public Examivers
by the Rev. Dr. Hutton and the Rev.
John Gooch Robberds. 'The Deputy
Treasurers were re-elected with the ad-
dition of Mr. John Bell for York and the
neighbeourhood. At a sccond adjourn-
ment of that meeting held on the 7th of
April last, Ottiwell Wood, Esq., in the
Chair, Mr. S. D. Darbishire and the
Rev. J. J. Tayler were appointed Secre-
taries, and Mr. Samucl Kay and Mr.
Samuel Allcock Auditors, and the Com-
mittee was re-clected with the exception
of the Rev. John Grundv, Mr. Edward
Hanson and DMr. Robert Philips, Juu.,
who are succeeded by NMr. Benjamin
Heywood, Mr. Samuel Allcock, and the
Rev. Robert Smethurst. |

The number of Students in the College
during the last Session was twenty-nine,
viz. ten Lay Studeunts and nincteen Di-
vinity Students, of whom twelve were on
the foundation on full exhibitions, and
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five on half exhibitions, Mr. Payne and
Mr. Ryland having completed their course
of education, have left the College : and
on the vacancies thus occasioned, Mr.
Edward Higginson and Mr. Franeis Dar-
bishire have succeeded to the full exhibi-
tions. Mr. Russell, a Divinity Student on
the foundation of the Hackney Education
Fund, bhas retired from the College, and
his place has been supplied by Mr. Joseph
Ketley. _

The number of Divinity Students in
the College, at the commencement of the
present Session, was twenty, viz. Messrs.
Mitchelson, Beard, Brown, Wreford,
Tagart and Worthington, in the last
year of their course; Messrs. Howarth,
Aspland and Lee, in the fourth; Messrs.
Talbot, Martineau and Ketley, in the
third ; Messrs. Rankin, Squire, Higgin-
son, Darbishire and Philipps, in the se-
cond ; and Mr. Thomas Davis, son of the

Rev. Timothy Davis, of Oldbury, (on the

Hackney Education Fund Foundation,)
and Mr. Samuel Cockroft, of Kendal, in
the first; the latter of whom, the Trus-
tees regret to state, has since been ob-
liged, in consequence of ill health, to re-
tire from the College. There are also
ten Lay Students.

At this Meeting the Treasurer’s ac-
counts were produced and read, duly au-
dited by Mr. Samwuel Kay and Mr. Ben-
jamin Heywood, and were allowed. The
I'rustees have the satisfaction of stating
that the report of the state of the funds
was a favourable one. 'I'he receipts for
the year 1823-4 have been so far satisfac-
tory as to enable them, after discharging
the current demands of the year, to clear
off the arrear of the former year, and to
make the customary appropriation to the
Permanent Fund for covering the pro-
gressive deterioration of value in the
building property.

There has been a small increase in the
Aunual Subscriptions ; the Coungrega-
tional Collections have amounted to 210/.
6s. 4d.; the Receipts from Fellowship
Funds to 31/. 10s.; and the Beunefactions
to 313. 14s.; the latter amount includes
a donation of Fifty Pounds from Mrs.
Toogood, of Sherborne, in Dorsetshire,
and another for the like sum from an
anonymous female friend. The Trustees
have also to acknowledge the receipt of
1651. 12s5.11d. from the executors of Mrs,
Hannah Webb, of Barrington, Somerset-
shire, relict ot Francis Webb, Esy., the
produce of a legacy, bequeathed by that
lady to the Treasurer, ¢ for the benefit
of the Institation.”

It 'was stated in the last report that
the Commniittee were in treaty for the pur-
chase of an estate unear Kirby Moorstde,
in Yorkshire, as an investment for the
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Permanent Fund. 'This purchase hag
since been completed, and the Committee
are now in possession of the estate. The
great depression which had taken place
in the value of landed praperty, combined
with the high price of the funds, and the
small rate of interest to be gotfor money,
seemed to point out that the moment was
particularly propitious for an investment
of this nature s and it is hoped that the
selection which the Committee have made,
of the estate in question, will prove a
valuable addition to the real property of
the College. 'The purchase considerably
exceeds the amount of the funds at pre-
sent available, but the eligible nature of
the estate made the Committee feel un-
willing not to secure it : the objections
to making a purchase beyond the existing
means were not overlooked, but they did
not appear on consideration to be of a
formidable nature, whilst such a step
seemed to carry with it some prospective
advantages. 'T'he Committee moreover
felt the difficulty of postponing the pur-
chase till an estate should offer of the
precise value required, and which should
be suitable in point of situation and in
all other respects to their wants.

By the existence of a temporary debt
on the estate, the Trustees will be spared
the necessity of looking out for further
investments, for a considerable time to
come, for those gradual accumulations
for replacing the progressive decrease of
value in their building property, which
the policy of the Trustees has so long
sanctioned, and by which the permanent
value of the College estates can alone be
maintained., These accumulations will
by degrees discharge the debt, and the
advantage of possessing a compact es-
tate of considerable value, rather than
different detached properties, will then
be obvious.

The arrangements which have been

-made for obtaining the required pecuni-

ury accommodation, cannot fail, it is
hoped, to prove as satisfactory to the
I'rustees as they have done to the Com-
mittee. The purchase-money is 9000/,
towards which it will be necessary, for
the present to borrow 4000/. ; nearly the
whole of which sum has been most hand-
somely offered to the acceptance of the
Committee by various friends, in sums of
200!/. each, at an interest of 35 per cent.
per annum ; the principal to be repaid by
instalments, at the convenience of the
Commiittee, but at a rate of net less than
5 per cent. per annum. As the reuntal of
the estate is likely to produce 33 per cent.
on the purchase, it is expected that no
loss of income will be occasioned by the
circumstance of a part of the money re-
quiring to-be borrowed.
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The estate has been conveyed to Ro-
pert Philipps, Esq., of the Park, near
Manchester, a member of the Committee,
and a gentleman well known as one of
the oldest and steadiest patrons of the
College ; and it is tl.lought expedient to
postpone the execution of the Deed of
Trust until the debt is redeemed, when it
i« intended to comvey it to Trustees on
«uch trusts as may be deemed advisable.
The writings are in the mean time to be
deposited with the Solicitor of the Com-
mittee, in trust, as a security for the pay-
ment of the borrowed money, but no
mortgage will be required. -

The estate consists of about three hun-
dred and ten acres, of which forty are in
wood, and the remainder chiefly arable -
—it is proposed to increase the quantity
of wood-land, as the timber grows with
great luxuriance, and some parts of the
estate are particularly suited for that
mode of occupation. Since the purchase
was made, timber has been sold to the
value of 8007., the proceeds of which will
be available in the course of 1826 for the
reduction of the debt: the remainder of
the purchase-money will be raised from
the existing property of the College, in-
cluding some building ground in Man-
chester, worth about 800/., the sale of
which has just been contracted for, and
which has hitherto been unproductive.

The money in the Stocks has been sold
ont at prices that leave a profit of nearly
500/. on the investments, as will be seen
by a reference to ¢° The state of the
Funds,” at the foot of the cash account.
The chief rents have been since sold on
favourable terms,

In relation to this investment the two
following resolutions were passed, viz.

Resolved, ‘¢ That the Treasurer be au-
thorized to advance whatever sum may
be necessary for completing the purchase
of the estate, and that the title deeds and
estate be a security for repayment of
such advance, in common with the other
sums borrowed for the like purpose.’’

Resolved, ¢¢ That the Ling Moor and
Oxclose Estate be held for the same
purposes and under the same conditions,
as the Permanent Fund, subject never-
theless to the payment of the money bor-
rowed for completing the purchase, until
the same shall be otherwise discharged,
and reserving a power to sell the estate,
or any part thereof, and re-invest the
proceeds, for the like purposes and on
the like conditions, if such should be
Judged expedient.’”

The following amended regulations for
the admission of Divinity Students were
adopted at this ‘Meeting, and ordered to
be inserted:in the future reports of the

:ilz'ustees, instead of those before existing,

‘dation of three Protestant
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‘¢ That no one shall be admitted as a
Divinity Student, but on the recommen-
Dissenting
Ministers, residing in the neighbourhood
where he lives, who shall certify, that at
the commencement of his Course he will
have attained the full age of sixteen;
that, on their personal examination, his
moral character, natural endowments,
and classical proficiency, are found to be
such as to qualify him for becoming a
Student for the ministry ; and that the
profession is the object of his own volun-
tary choice. It is required that he have
read, in Greek, four books of Homer,
and three books of the Cyropadia, or the
Anabasis of Zenophon ; in Latin, four
books of Virgil, two bonoks of the Odes
of Horace, and Sallust’s History of the
Catilinarian Conspiracy and the Jugur-
thine War :—in all these he is to be exa~
mined in any part, pointed out at the
time, without previous notice. It is also
required that he shall be thoroughly ac-
quainted with the practical rules of arith-
metic, as far as vulgar and decimal frac-
tions, as usually taught in schools. Stu-
dents admitted from other academical
institutions, in any other year than the
first, will be required to have made clas-
sical proficiency, proportioned to the
standing which they wish to take. If
they enter in the second year, their tes-
timonials must also state, that they have
been examined and found competently
skilled in Hebrew, and have read the
book of Genesis in the original; if in
the third year, the book of Psalms.

‘¢ It must be further understood that
when candidates are admitted as Diviunity
Students, it is under the implied obliga-
tion on their part, that it is their bonia
fide intention, and that of their friends,
that they shall go through the full College
course, and that to quit the College at an
earlier period, for the purpose of under-
taking any congregational charge, cannot
be sanctioned by the Trustees.”’

Applications for the admission of Di- -
vinity Students on the Foundation must
be addressed either to the Rev. Charles
Wellbeloved, York, or to one of the Se-
cretaries at Manchester, before the first
day of May: they will be decided upon
at the York Aunual Meeting of Trustees,
on the last Friday in June, when such
Candidates will be preferred, as, from
their testimonials, appear to be most
eligible. The Divinity Students on the
Foundation have every expense of lec-
tures, board and lodging, defrayed for
them.

The Chair was then taken by Mr. Sa-
muel Kay, and the thanks of the”Meeting
voted to Ottiwell Wood; Esq., tor his
services as the President. In the after-
noon of the same day, the friends of the
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College dined together at the Bridgewater
Arms, near- Maachester, to commemo-
rate the Thirty-pinth Anniversary* of the
Tustitution, Ottiwell Wood, Esq., in the

Ch&i!’. - : _ ‘
S. D. DARBISHIRE,
J. J, TAYLER, *
- | Secretaries.
Manchester, June 20, 1825.

R ——

Annual Meeting of .

Ministers and Tract Society
West-Riding of Yorkshire.

TaE Annual Meeting of the Unitarian

Ministers in the West-Riding of York-

the Unitarian
in the

shire, with their friends, and of the

West-Riding Tract Society, was held at
Halifax, on the 11th of May. The Rev.
‘Thomas Johnstone, of Wakefield, cdi-
ducted the devotional services 3 and the
Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, of York,
preached a most admirable sermon from
1 Tim. iii. 16, which was eminently
characterized by soundness of criticism,
clearness of exposition, and close adhe-
rence to genuine scriptural Christianity.
As Mr. Wellbeloved kindly acceded to
the unanimous wish of the friends, who
afterwards dined together, that he would
allow the sermon to be published as
early as his numerous and highly-impor-
tant avocations may permit, the writer
of this article will not venture upon any
attempt to convey an idea of its excel-
lence. | |
- At the close of the religious service
the Annual Meeting of the West.Riding
Tract Society was held in the chapel, and
was numerously attended. The Rev. ‘T.
Johnstone presided. The Report of the
Secretary contained a satisfactory ac-
count of the operations of the Society,
and urgent appeals for continued and
increasing support. The Secretary took
an opportunity of reading a letter which
he had recently received from the Rev.
W. Adam, dated Calcutta, Oct. 21, 1824,

in which, after acknowledging the re- -

ceipt of tracts sent the preceding year as
a donafion from the West-Riding Tract
Society, he states, that an eligible plot of
ground, in'an open and central part of
the city, had been purchased at the ex-
pense of about £1250, for the intended
chapel. He adds, rather despondingly,
that this was a greater sum than had at
that time been subscribed, and that they
were looking anxiously to England, as

* In consequence of the change from
August to February, of the day for hold-
ing the Aonual Meeting, the adjourned
Meeting held on the 3d March was, in
fact, the, 'Thirty-nin¢t from the foundar
tion of the College. o

well as to America, for- contributiogg
without, which. their prospects were dark.
A second grant of T'racts, to the amount
of £10, was voted, to be placed at the
disposal of the Senior Divinity Students
in Manchester College, York, for distri-.
bution, in aid of their Missionary labours,
And tracts to the amount of 1/. were also
voted to be placed at the disposal of each
minister of the congregations connected
with the society. When the business of
the Tract Society was concluded, eleven
ministers, and thirty-three of their lay
friends, dined together, the Rev.R. Astles' '
in the chair. In the course of the after-
noon the subject of Unitarian Christi-
anity in India formed a leading subject of
conversation; and a letter having been
read from the Secretary of the Unitarian
Fund, stating the necessity of immediate
sapport to the Rev. Wm. Adam at Cal-
cuatta, in order to prevent the loss of his
services as a preacher of Unitarian Chris-

tianity-in India, after much interesting

discussion upon the mode in which sup-
port could be effectually given—it was
resolved, ¢ That a society be forthwith
formed for the support of Foreign Uni-
tarian Missions. . That this Meeting
recommend it accordingly to their Uni-
tarian brethren in other parts of England
to co-operate in the establishment of such
a society ; and that the undersigned agree
to support this object by contribution of
the donations and annual subscriptions
placed oppositeto their respective names.”
(See the Wrapper.)

Ecclesiastical Preferments.

Dr. THomas BURGESs is translated
from the See of S¢. David’s to that of
Salisbury, vacant by the death of Dr.
Jokn Fisher: and Dr. JoHN BANKS JEN-
KINSON is appointed to the See of St
David’s. | |

The Rev. C. R. SUMNER, M. A., tc
the place of Canon or Prebeundary of the
Metropolitical Church of Canterbury,void
by the cession of the Hon. and Rev. Hugh
Percy. | o

The Rev. THomas GaisForp, M. A,
Professor of Greek in the University of
Oxford, te the place of Canon or Pre-
bendary of the Cathedral Church of
IWorcester, void by the Resignation of
the Rev. C. R. Sumner. |

e :
NOTICES OF 'ANNIVERSARIES.
THE Annual General Meeting of the
Subscribers and Friends to the DEVON
and CorNwALL UNITARIAN ASS0CIATION
will be held at Eweter, on Wednesday,
the 6th July, when the Rev, Henry Actov
i3 expected to. preach., . |
-
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gsTERN UNITARIAN Soctery.—The
A:Xual Meeting of this Society will be
held at Trowbridge, on Wednesday, the
13th of July, when the Rev. R. Aspland
is expected to p're‘ach. ,

NorTH-EASTERN UNITARIAN Ass0oCi-
ation.—The Annual Meeting of the
North-Eastern Unilarian Association will
be held at Boston, in the county of Lin-
coln, on Thursday, the 14th of July. The
Rev. George Harris, of Bolton, is ex-
pected to officiate upon the occasion.
The morning service will commence at
eleven, and the evening service at seven
o'clock. The service of the preceding
evening, which will be conducted by the
Rev. William Selby, of Lynn, will com-
mence at seven o’clock, -

THE Annual Meeting of the Sussgx
UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION will be held at
Horsham, on Wednesday, the 27th of
July, 1825, when a sermon will be preach-
ed at the Baptist. Meeting-house, by the

Rev. E. Chapman, of Deptford.

THE Annual Meeting of the UNITARIAN
TRACT SOCIETY for WARWICKSHIRE and
the neighbouring counties, will take place
at the New Meeting, Birmingham, on
Wednesday, July 27 th. The Rev. W.J. Fox
has engaged to preach on the occasion.

THE Annual Meeting of the SOUTHERN
UnNiTARIAN SocIETY will he held at Poole,
on Wednesday, August 3d. The Rev. E.
Kell, A. M., of Newport, is expected to
preach in the morning; and the Rev. J.
Fullagar, of Chichester, in the evening.

et .

Mr. YEATES, late minister of the Uni-
tarian congregation at Sidmouth, has
accepted the unanimous invitation of the
members of the Unitarian meeting at
Collumpton, Devon, to succeed their late
deceased pastor, the Rev. John Davis.

| .

At a Mseting of the General Body
of the Protestant Dissenting Min-
sters of the Three Denominations,
resident in and about London and
Westminster, holden at the Library
in Red-Cross Street, on the Third
Day of May, 1825, the Rev. John
Pye Smith, D. D., in the Chair ,—

It was Resolved unanimously,

1. That the members of this Body,
though differing widely in their modes of
Interpreting Scripture, and in the doc-
trines which they conceive to be deduci.-

le frogn that sacred fountain, are unani-
Mous in the persuasion that the forming

of religious sentiments by free inquiry,

the making an open profession of them,
and the teaching and disseminating of
them by argument and exhortation, by
speaking, writing, and the observances of
religious worship, or by any other peace-
able and rational methods, is a right of
mankind, inherent and impresctiptible,
couferred by the Creator, essentinl to
moral accountableness, and which cam
never be infringed without injury and
insult to the sufferers, and deep crimi-
nallty on the part of those who are gnilty
of the infraction. o
2. That it is proved, by the evident
reason of the case and the wuniversal
experience of mankind, that there is no
greater obstacle to the improvement of
the human race in knowledge and hap.
piness, to the solid interests of national
economy, 10 the elucidation of religious
trath, te the satisfactory termination of
religious countroversies, and to the eventual
and universal triumph of the genuine Gos-
pel of Christ, than persecution for the'sake

-of conscience and religious profession.

3. That, whether such persecution
wear its most barbarous form of direct
punishment for religious opinions, or
whether it be exercised in the way of
refusing. protection, denying justice, or
-any deprival whatsoever of civil rights,
it 18 in principle the same; a high crime
againgt God, and deserving the reproba-
tion of all good men: aceording to the
memorable declaration of the Emperor
Maximilian L., that ‘“he would never
arrogate dominionover men’s consciences,
which is the prerogative of the Deity
alone; that no sin was, in his judgment,
more heinous, than for any man to wish
to exercise such dominion ; and that those
potentates who have attempted it, as they
invade the sovereignty of Heaven, so they
not unfrequently lose their own power on
earth, and their names go down to pos-
terity with infamy and reproach.”” *

4. That, therefore, it is with astonish-
ment and sorrow that this Bedy has re-
ceived, from different and credible sour-
ces, the information, that in Switzerland,
which used to be regarded as an asylum
of those who fled from persecution, and
particularly in the Canton of Vaud, under
a Protestant Government and a Presby-
terian Church, a severe persecution has
been for more than a year exercised upon
peaceable citizens, of spotless moral and
political character, for no alleged crime,
but the fact of their thinking it their duty

* Vid. WEReNFELsI1 Dissert. Apol.
pro Plebe Christiand adversus Doctores
Judicium de Dogmatibus Fidei illi an- -
ferentes ; ¢t de Jure in Conscientias ab
Howmine non usurpando : apud Opuscula,
pag. 63. Basilese, 1718, |
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to dissent from the Church Establishment
of that country, and their attempting ac-
cordingly to hold assemblies for religious
worship, in the way which to them ap-
pears -most agreeable to the Holy Scrip-
tures, and most conducive to their own
meral improvemeut. This persecution
has consisted in the disturbance of religi-
ous. meetings, in affording countenance
to assaults and cruelties inflicted by
savage mobs upon innocent individuals,
in the refusal of protection from such
injuries when formal application has
been made.to the magistracy, in acts of
the Government denouncing severe pen-
alties upon all persons who may hold
religious assemblies, however smali, ex.
cepting those of the Established Com-
munion, and in the infliction of those
penalties, by fine, imprisonment; and
banishmeut, upon various. respectable
persons, among whom are ministers of
unquestioned character for piety, learning,
and usefulness.

5. That while this Body disoclaims any
pretence of a right to interfere in the af-
fairs of foreign dations, it acknowledges
itself -bound by the obligations of huma-
nity, to testify its sympathy with the op-
pressed and persecuted; and by the prin-
ciples %%ch}t? common religion, to use
every lawful and practicable effort™ for
the relief of innmocent sufferers, and to
contribute towards removing the foul
reproach of persecution from fellow-
christians and fellow-protestants in any
part of the world.

6. That this Body indulges the hope

that calin reflection and an experience of

the mischiefs produced by intolerance
will speedily lead the Government of the
Canton of Vaud, to repeal the unjust and
cruel edicts which it has issued against
Dissenters, and to give eflect to those
principles of religious freedom which are
the basis of the Protestant Religion and
are a main support of the prosperity and
happiness of our own country.

- 7. Finally, that we invite our fellow-
christians, and especially our brethren in
the holy ministry, of every denomination,
to implore, in their private and public
supplications at the throne of grace, the
bestowment of present consolation and
speedy relief upon all who, for conscience
towards God, are enduring unmerited suf-
ferings, from cruel mockings, bonds, and
imprisonment, spoliation, destitution,
and exile. . -

J. Pye Smirn, Chairman.
et sy

Address of the Catholic Association to
| the People of Irelund.

[This document is so important that
we think it right to register it on our

pages, though it has been some time pub-
lished, and must be well known to many
of our readers.]

Fellow-Countrymen,

We are your friends, your sincere
friends, desirous to protect and to serve
you; we address you from motives of
pure kindness and disinterested affection,

Listen to us, because we are your
friends; attend to us, because we are
most desirous to be of use to you; weigh
well and deliberately what we offer to
your consideration; consider carefully;
we appeal to your good sense and your
reason ; make use of that common sense
which Providence has in its bounty given
you, in a degree equal, and perhaps su-
perior to any-people on the face of the
globe; think coolly and dispassionately
upon the advice which we give you, and
you will find it consistent with good sense
and honesty, and strongly recommended
by every principle of morality, and by all
the sacred dictates of religion.

We advise you to refrain totally from
all secret societies ; from all private com-
binations ; from every species of White-
hoyism, or Ribbonism, or by whatever
other name any secret or private associa-
tion may be called. We would not at-
tempt to deceive or delude you; we could
not obtain your confidence if we were (0
state falseheods; and  if we could, we
would not purchase confidence at th
expense of truth. |

We do not come to tell you that you
have no grievances te@ complain of, or
that there are no oppressions to be re-
dressed; we are sorry to be obliged to
admit that you have just cause of com-
plaint, and that there exist many and
bitter grievances which ought to be re-
dressed ; we know that these grievances
and oppressions are the excuses which
too many of the uneducated classes of
our countrymen have given for turbu-
lence, violence, and the forming of secret
associations ; but we also know that,
proceedings of that kind only aggravate
the mischief, and increase the quantity
of suffering which they pretend to re-
dress, S

It is to this that we call your particular
attention ; it is to this that we request
your deliberate and full consideration.

We most solemnly assure you, that
secret and illegal societies—that Ribbon-
ism, and Whiteboyism, and violence, and
outrage, and crime, have always increased
the quantity of misery and oppression 1n
Ireland, and have never produced any
relief or mitigation of the sufferings of
the people. Every one of you have
heard of, and many of you are old enough
to have seen, the effects of secret 8ocie”
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ties, and of various de:scriptim.ls of White-
boyism, and of pluch illegal violence, and
many minor Crimes,
outrages and murders, |

Now, setting aside for the present all
other objections, we will ask you whether
any good has been ever produced by such

proceedings or atrocities? -You “mast

»

answer in the negative.~You must per-
ceive that the people have never 'dgrfved
any benefit from them. ~Mz}n~y individu-
als have suffered long imprisoument by
reason’ of them—they have caused multi-
tudes to be severed from their families
and nearest connexions—theyhave crowd-
ed the decks of the transport vessels, and
they have thronged the gallows with
victims. .

Theie are other evils which have at-
tended Whiteboy and Ribbon disturbances;
.and, in particular, the innocent frequently
suffered for the guilty.
is burned, or otherwise destroyed, the
value is levied off the parish, barony, or
county. The person intended to be in-
jured, gets as high,and frequently a high-
er price for his property than he probably
would otherwise obtain for it. But, who
are they who pay for it? Why, nine-
tenths of them must be persons who had
no share in the crime—and who is it
that can make restitution to the innocent
people who are thus obliged to pay their
money ? What a load of guilt does not
this bring home to the persons who com-
mit the crime they can never make ade-
quate restitution for! And how can they
ever expect to obtain mercy from the all-
Just Providence, while they are the means
of uncompensated injustice ?

Again, wherever Whiteboy or Ribbon
offences are committed, many innocent
persons will inevitably be convicted of
crimes which they never committed. How
many innocent persons have been known
to suffer transportation! Andhow many
have we seen suffer death by reason of
Whiteboy.crimes! Some may blame the
administration of the laws for these
frightful results—but good sense will
soon convince every dispassionate man,
that they are the necessary results from
the passions which are naturally excited
by Whiteboy and Ribbon outrages and
crimes, and from the rewards which at
such periods are justifiably offered to in-
formers ; amongst whom will be found
the very basest of mankind.

Fellow-countrymen, we tell you no-
thing but the truth. No good, no ad-
vantage, no benefit has ever been pro-
duced in [reland by Whiteboyism or Rib-
bonism, or any other species of secret
association. Such associations are for-
bidden by the law of man—and, as they
are necessarily productive of crimes, they

as well- as horrible

When property

tell

Catholics—you cannot really

are more powerfully forbidden by the
command of God. ~

By the law of theland, awny man who
Joins a secret association, bound together
by an oath, or any engagement or pro-
mise whatsoever, is liable to be trans-
ported. Any person who joins such a
meeting by day.is liable to fine, impri-
sonment, and: whipping. Any person
who joins them by pight is liable to
transpertation.  Any person who joins
them by uight, in- rapping at a deor, or

~ even verbally demanding arms, or ammu<

nition, or horses, -or uses any threats ot
menaces against the inhabitants of the
dwelling-houses, is liable to be executed
quite as much as if he had committed
robbery or murder. And, besides all
these punishments in the regular course
of the law, there is the Insurrection Act,
which can be applied by the Government
to any disturbed district, and by the
means of that Act, any person who is out
of his dwelling-house from sun-set to
sun-rise, may be transported without
Judge or Jury. '

We have given you this brief abstract
of the legal punishments thdt await the
disturbances produced by secret societies.
Every act done by them is illegal, and
liable to punishment. We deem it a
duty we owe to you, to put you on your
guard against incurring either the .guilt
or punishment.

There is another and a more important
object. 'These secret socicties, and the
outrages which they gencrate, are forbid-
den by the awful voice of religion. Your
religion directs you to be submissive to
the laws—it orders you not to do an in-
jury to any man whatsoever—it tells
you that you are not to commmit.any crime
whatsoever, however small, even though
such crimes were to produce the greatest
possible good. Your religion informsyou,
that if you take and injure the property
of any man, you cannot obtain forgive-
ness of the offence, without making res-
titution to the full extent of all the pro-
perty you are possessed of. We need not
you how your religion abhors every
thing that approaches to robbery, mur-
der, or blood. You cannot recally be
be Chris-
tians, if you do.nat feel and know, what
we say to you is literally and exactly
true,

There are other matters which equally
deserve your, attention — these disturb-
ances not only have never produced any
good effect, but they can never possibly
be successful ; they usually produce some
robbery of arms, some plundering of
houses, the destruction of corn, cattle,
and other property, and they also cause
many murders; but no human being
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ever was or is benefited by them, and
“beyond these crimeés it is not possible
thiat any success can attend the perpe-
trators ; they are totally unable to face
the comstabulary force in open. contest ;
half a dozen of policemen are quite suffi-
cient to put down the strongest White-
bay force in any thing like a regular at-
tack ; and if they are not, the police are
reinforced by the yeomanry corps, and
these again by the regular army. The
Government-has at its command upwards
of one hundred thousand iufantry, caval-
ry, and artillery; aud, if it wanted fo-
reign aid against domestic disturbances,
it could easily procure one hundred thou-
sand more—so that all nation of being
successful by means of Whiteboyism or
secret societies, is as ridiculous and ab-
surd as it is wicked and criminal.

Let it be recollected, too, that in all
those disturbances and secret societies,
no person of education, character, or
property, takes a part; they are con-.
demued by every honest and every intel-
Jigent persou, and, above all, they are
-reprobated by your truly amiable, intelli-
gent, laborious, pious, and beloved clergy.
How is it possible that you can forget
the admonition and advice of that clergy?
Do you not know that they have no other
interest but yours ; and no other object
but your temporal, as well as eternal
welfare ?

[To be concluded in the next No.]
— _—
| LITERARY.

Mr. BowRrING, we are happy to an-
nounce, has just ready for publication a
volume of Hymns, designed as a Sequel
to the Matins and FPespers, which have
acquired such just and extensive cele-
brity.

—f.--
PARLIAMENTARY.

Unitarian Marriage Bill.

THis bill was lost in the House of
Lords on the second reading, Friday, the

3d inst,, by a majority of four. There
were Content e « 32
Proxies . . . . 20

52
Non=Content . . . 31
Proxies. e o« o <« 25

56

It was thus stifled by the proxies. The
Marquis of LanspowNg displayed his
usual ability on behalf of the Bill; the
Archbishop of CaNTERBURY his wonted
catholic spirit ; and Lord LiverrooL his
formerly and strongly declared seuse of
the propriety and ‘necessity of the wmea-
sure. 'The Bill was opposed by the
young bishop, Dr. BrLomMrFIELD, in a
speech which we apprehend he would not
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wish to have a part of his history; angd,
of course, by the LORD CHANCELLOR, who
seems pledged to resist every measure
designed to extend the boundaries of
liberty, civil or religious. 'This cele-
brated lawyer again threw out his doubts
(or rather more than his doubts—for he
seldom has any doubts in the House of
Lords when the question is to remove
or lighten restraints upon conscience)
with regard to the toleration of Unita-
rians at common law. In consequence
of this strange speech, (so even the Prime
Minister avowed that he regarded it,) a
few individuals sent to the Legislature
the petition which will be found below.
Mr. W. Smith's speech upon presenting
it to the House of Commoas, and any
debate that may take place on its being

presented to the House of Lords, as well

as the above debate on the motion for
the second reading, shall be given here-
after. To shew how the question is
regaggded by dispassionate men of all
pariies, we extract the following para.

‘graph from the Courier (the government

paper) of June 4, on the rejection of the
Bill: '

““The second reading of the Unitarian
Marriage Bill was moved by the Marquis
of Lansdowne, who prefaced his motion
with a speech that ought to have secured
the attainment of his object. ' 'We regret
that it did not. Upon a division, there was
a majority of five (four) against the Bill.
'The relief sought for by the parties in-
terested in the measure, being one which
purely affected the conscience, the scruples.
involved in it are entitled to respect. ft
has nothing to do with civil or political
exemptions. They ask only permission
to solemnize a most important coutract
with those forms, and after that manuer,

- which they honestly and sincerely con-

sider essential parts of it.”’
e

Unitarian Petition.

To the Right Honourable the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal in Parlia-
ment assembled,

The humble Petition of the un-
dersigned Protastant Dissen-
ters of the Unitarian Persua-
sion,

SHEWETH,

That your petitioners have hitherto
confided that the law affecting Protestant
Dissenters in general was as stated
the memorable words of Lord Mansfield,
in moving (on 4th February, 1767) the
judgment of your Honourable House, 11
the case of the Chamberlain of London

against Evans, namely, -
“ That the Toleration Act rendered
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that which was before illegal, legal—that
the Dissenters’ way Of worship is per-
mitted and allowed by that Act—that it
is not only exempted from punishment
put rendered innocent aund lawful—it is
established—it is put under the protec-
tion.and not merely under the connivance
of the law’’—and *¢ that there cannot be
a plainer position than that the law pro-
tects nothing in that very respect in
which it is in the eye of the law at the
same time a crime.”

rfhat this decision was come to after
full argument and in opposition to the
opinion then held by certain lawyers and
judges, and even delivered ou that occa-
sion in your Honourable House,-—-that.; al-
though the penalties of the acts against
Nonconformists were repealed, the of-
fence or crime against which those acts
were directed must in law be considered
as still subsisting. ° .

That your petitioners were until lately
excepted from the beunefits of the Tolera-
tion Act, but that by an act lately passed
this exception was repealed.

That your petitioners therefore con-
cefved; and that it was till very lately the
ugiversal understanding . of the nation,
(as they are sure it was the intention of
the persons in communication with whom
the measure was so liberally forwarded,)
that. on such repeal your petitiomers be-
came entitled to all the privileges of the
Toleration Act, and to the full benefit of
the above noble decision of your Honour-
able House. | o o

‘That your petitioners have, however,
to their great surprise and concern, heard
it lately asserted or insinuated, that this
their expectation was altogether illusory,
—that the boon conceded to them only
left them exposed to a vague and unde-
fined liability ,—that notwithstanding the
protection and sanction and (to use the
words of the above great judge) the ¢¢ es-
tablishment’® of their worship, they are
liable at common law to certain pains
and penalties for teaching and preaching
in that very mode of worship so sanc-
tioned, licensed, and established by law.

Your petitioners submit that the ques-
tioning of a particular doctrine forming
part of that mode of Christianity which
1 established by law, never was and is
not now an offence at common law,
That the cases on which the common
law prosecution of offences against reli-
gion rests proceed solely (and are so
stated by all .the text writers) on the
principle that it is an offence against so-
ciety to attack religion and divine reve-
lation in general, which is the basis of
moral obligation and the sanction of judi-
cial oaths.  ¢¢ For that (to use the words
of Chief Justice Hale in Taylor’s case)
%o say religion is a cheat, is to dissolve
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all moral obligation, whereby civil so-

cieties are preserved.”” And in the same

manner Lord -Raymond -in Woolston’s
case (which is themain foundation of all
the law on the subject) expressly de-
clared, that ¢ to write against Chffsﬁ-
anity in general was an offence at. ¢om-
mon law punishable in the temporal
courts; but desired, however, it might be
taken notice of that they laid their stress
on the word general, and did not intend
to include disputes among learned men
upon particular contrdverted points.” In
another report of the same case, his
Lordship is stated to have said, ¢ We do
not meddle with any difference of opi-
nion, and we interpose only where the
very root of Christianity is struck at, as
it plainly was there, the whole relation
of the life and miracles of Christ being
denied.” .

That in the spirit and acting on this
principle of the comman law, the Act of
19th Geo. I11. (recited in the Act of the
33rd Geo. IlI. c. 160) has, as your pe-
titioners submit, declared and enacted
that the only profession of faith which it
is necessary for the interests of society
to enforce and require, is the declara-
tion therein set forth, that the party is
a Christian and a Protestant, and as such
believes the Scriptures to contain the
revealed will of God, and that he receives
the same as the rule of his doctrine and
practice. ‘This profession of faith your
petitioners need unot say they are at all
times willing to avow and maintain, al-
though they differ, and have by law a
right to differ, from the Established
Church in their interpretation of thosc
Scriptures. | .,

That the controverting of particular
doctrines of Christianity as received by
the Establishment, never amounted in
law, as your petitioners submit, to any
thing more than keresy, which was not
cognizable by the civil magistrate, al-
though it was, doubtless, in former times

~considered a crime, and perhaps, in the

words of 9 and 10 William 1II. ¢ g de-
testable crime.” ‘That the cognizance of
heresy was the province of the ecclesias-
tical courts, whose jurisdiction is by the
Toleration Act taken away ; that the civil
magistrate has only intexfered with heresy
under particular and positive law, and
that, according to this view of the sub-
Ject, Mr. Justice Blackstone correctly
states the statute of 9 and 10 William
IlI. (so far as regards your petitioners)
as only giving the magistrate a power of
interposition for the more effectnal sup-
pression of a particular species of Aeresy
which the ecclesiastical courts were found
insufficient to repress. .
Although there appears to your peti-
tioners, therefore, to be no ground for
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contending that the denial of any parti-
cular supposed doctrine of Christianity,
as established by law, was ever punish-
able at common law as an offence against
society, they have lately heard it as-
serted or insinuated, that the preamble
of the Act of 9 and 10 William III.
(which most unjustly and uncharitably
classed the denial of the doctrine of the
“I'rinity among certain undoubted offences
whichitdenominated ¢ detestadlecrimes™)
is to be. taken even after its repeal as
evidence of an assertion on the part of
the Legislature, that the offence was and
is as described by it, a crime against so-
ciety, and as such cognizable at common
law, without entering into the question
whether the proposition of law supposed
to be so made or implied was true or not.

Your petitioners humbly submit that
the recurrence to the preamble of a per-
secuting act (so disgraceful, cruel and
unjust, that your petitioners have heard
from high authority that ‘¢ a man could
have neither the feelings of an English-
man nor a Christian who could hesitate
one moment to repeal it”’) is unworthy
of the spirit which dictated its repeal—
1s unconstitutional, dangerous and unjust.
‘That in the same way various other sup-
posed heresies might be argued to be
still (as they were at the time of passing
acts that disgraced our statute book
thought to be) ¢ detestable crimes ;”’
errors in judgment would be ouce more
held to infer moral turpitude and sing
and various offences might be revived,
against which, in days of ignorance, bi-
gotry or superstition, laws have passed,
declaring all sorts of acts and opinions
criminal; and all this might occur, al-
though it might be plain (as in the case
of your petitioners) that the assertion of
illegality made by those laws was a priori
untrue and untenable as a position of law.

Your petitioners are sure that it is the
dictate of common sense, as well as of
justice, that a worship, which the law
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tolerates, sanctions, and provides for tje
exercise of, by licensing its places apg
ministers, ‘¢ is not ouly exempted frop
punishment, but rendered innocent ayg
lawful,” and ‘¢ that the law protects ng.
thing in that very respect in which it is
in the eye of the law anlawful.”

To hold your petitioners punishable
for the free exercise of sueh worship
would, as they submit, be cruel and un-
just, and would convert the enactments
of the Legislature into a. snare for the
unwary, who might confide in its appa-
rent promises and in the undoubted un-
derstanding of all persons, that a full and
effectual relief was intended to be given,

The doubts thus thrown out (how-
ever unfounded, as your petitioners sub.
mit them to be) tend to the serious an-
noyance of your petitioners, and shake
to their foundation all charitable trusts
connected with their institutions, at the
same time that they leave an important
constitutional question in a state which
no government of a free state ought (as
they submit) in justice to its subjects to
allow. If no doubt exists, none should
be raised; if it does exist, it should be
removed ; for your petitioners cannot
conceive that in this age and in this
country it can be held proper that opi-
nions should be punished as ¢¢ detestable
crimes,”” which, whether true or false,
are held by so many wise and good meu,
and which even the despotic Govern-
ment of the Austrian Empire recognizes
as forming one of the established reli-
gions of a great portion of its dominion.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray,
that a full and efficient inquiry may
take place into the state of the law as
affecting your petitioners, and that if
necessary. a remedy may be provided for
any defects in the measure by which it
was intended, as they believe, that they
should be effectually relieved.

And your petitioners shall ever pray,
&c.

*

MISCELLANEOUS.

A List of Joint-Stock Companies, the Proposals for which are now, or have
been lately, before the Public.

Amount of ascertained Capital, from p. 248,

402 Surrey, &c. Fire and Life Insurance

459 Sussex County and General Fire and Life Insur-

£220,754,000
. . 1,000,000

221,754,000
Solicitors, Bankers, &c.,

appointed Lo receive
applications] for Sharecs.

ance Company . . . . Harmington . 500,000
460 United National Life Insurance Company . Carter . 200,000
461 Essex Ecomomic Fire ditto ditto . .
462 British iron ditto . . Shrivenor .
463 West of England Cobalt and Copper ditto . Freshfield . 125,000
464 Northern and Welch Mining  ditto Kearsey . 500,000
Carried forward £223,079,000
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Brought forward £223,079,000

465 Royal Cornish Mining Association . = . . Floragce .- 200,000
466 Bolivar " ' dltt(). ] .dl'tto. o .. - | . - -
467 Potosi, le Paz, and Peruvian dgtto d}tto . <+ Crossland . 1,000,000
468 Fam atina .d.ltto d'lt to . . : ’ . :
469 Manganeze ditto ditto . . . .
470 Brazilian Agricuitural and Jewel Company . Bigg . 600,000
471 Brazilian L. ditto . Beetha}n e :
" 492 United Chilian Assom.atlon . . . Franklin
473 Island of €uba Trading and. Agricultural As- -
sociation . . . . . . Stokes
474 New Brunswick and Nova Scotia Agricultural
Company . . . . .
475 Hudson’s Bay and Canada Fur and Skin Trading S |
- Company . . . . . Clarke . - 200,000
476 Inter-National Gas Company . Lane . 1,000,000
477 Dundee Portable Gas - ditto . - . 16,000
478 New Brunswick and Nova Scotia Ship | .
Building | ditto . Swinford . 100,000
479 London Leather ditto . Mott . 100,000
480 French Brandy Distillery ditto . Wilkes . 150,000
481 Rent Redemption ditto . Pullen . 1,000,000
482 Ground Rent ditto . Andrews . 250,000
483 London Cemetery ditto . Woodward . 750,000
484 General Burial-Ground Association - ditto . Cardon . 300,000
485 Economic Funeral Society . . . Ditto . 150,000
486 London Company for the Sale of Horses and . |
i Carriages by Commission . . ~« Eicke . 10,000
487 City Improvement Company . . . Dyer . 500,000
488 New Mansion House Street Company, Moorgate,
| to the West Corner of the Bank and Mansion |
House . . . . Freeman 350,000
489 Oil Colour, Varnish and Dry-Salting Company C. Kaye . 300,000
490 Patent Scarlet and Crimson Dye ditto Nunn .
491 Waggon, Van and Post-Chaise Vacuum
| Engine | ditto . Florance . 500,000
492 General Stage Coach ditto . Dickens . 500,000
493 London Short Stage ditto . Acton |
494 General Posting ditto . Hayne .
495 Importation Plate Glass ditto . Clarke . . 200,000
496 National Stoneway ditto Hutchinson .
497 Belfast Flax Spinning ditto Stewart .
498 Netherlands Patent Salt Manufacturing ditto . Clarke .
499 Pembrokeshire Slate, Lime and Iron ditto .  Ravenbhill . 50,000
200 Devon Haytor Granite ditto . Coutts 200,000
301 London Carpet ditto . Fisher 200,000
502 Ship Canal from the Harbour of Foway to Padstow. Sweet
£231,705,000

~ Page 247 , for ¢ Solicitors,”’ read Solicitors, Bankers, or other Persons appointed to
receive applications for Shares.
.-‘-—

FOREIGN.
FRANCE.

Tue spirits of Frenchmen have been
much excited by the preparations for the
Coronation of Charles X., and by the
t€remony itself, which took place on the
29th ult. at Rheims. The priests got u p
a grand spectacle: according to the
uewspapers, they gave out that there
Was miraculously preserved the Sanrcta
g"?!)ulla, Suinte Ampoudle, or Sacred

hial, which was brought fromm Heaven

I a dove, with oil for the coronation

~ of Clovis, the first Christian King.

Na-
poleon disdained this trick at his coro-
nation. [Mon. Repos. V. 240.] ‘The
Duke of Northumberland was sent over
from this country with a splendid retinue
to represent the King of England at the
ceremony. France needed some new show
to keep her people lively, for certain re-
cent measures have alarmed the better
part of them ; especially the law for in-
demnifying the emigrants, and the law of
sacrilege, which is perhaps the most bar-
barous that has been enacted in Europe
for the last century : this precious speci-
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men of the legislation of the meost po-
lished nation of Europe in the 19th cen-
tury, affixes the punishment of death to
a profanation of the hest 6f zacramental
elements. The priesthood is unusually
active, and common report ascribes the
evils under which the country is labour-
ing to the Jesuits. The rites of sepulture
are vexatiously refused to the bodies of
such persons as during life were sus-
pected of hostility to the Church ; and
o occasion is passed by of insulting and
troubling the Protestants. Intelligence
has been lately received that, in the town '
of Nerac, in the South of France, cou-

taining a population of about 5,600, of

which nearly half is Protestant, the Pro-
testants have been deprived of a church,
which was granted them in 1804, and
which they have occupied ever since. It
was an old convent, and the authorities
have summarily determined that it is still
church property. On this decision, the
Curé of Nerac took possession of the cha-
pel, ordered Te Deum to be chaunted in
token of victory, and declared from the
pulpit of his new conquest, that ¢ the
hand of God had scourged the heretics
from his temple.”’
N ——

HANOVER.

WE alluded, p. 124, to some recent
regulations of the enlightened  King of
Haunover, having for their object the
cquitable administration of Church Re-
venues. We now give the extracts from
the German papers which supplied us
with this inforination.  'The higher clergy
of England and Ireland will not feel
much gratitude to the Hanoverian So-
vereign for setting an example of inter-
meddling with ecclesiastical livings. The
maximum of the income of the clergy of
Hanover must astouish, if it do mnot
alarm, our own dignitaries.

Hanover, Jan. 14.
'The information which has been col-
lected within some years past;, respecting
the incomes of the Protestant livings in

Intelligence.~Foreign : Hanover.—Correspondence.

the kingdom, having proved that on the
one haud the classificatioh of the Proges.
tant livings according to their inecomes,
resting almost exclusively on tlie eriginal
foundation, required a rectification, be-
cause, in process of time, through the
altered prices of things, &c., it has under.
gone modifications which, in many cases,
do not correspond with the extent of the
livings ; and that on the other hand not
only the number of livings with small
endowments is too large in proportion to
the better ones, but there are even some
on the present income of which, no
clergyman .can subsist, without being
much distressed in his circumstances.

Now that these evils may be gradually
remedied as far as the existing meaus
will allow, his Majesty, our most gracious
King, has been pleased, by a general
plan for the improvement of the Protes-
tant livings, sanctioned by him, to make
the following general regulations :—

All the Protestant livings in the Kking-
dom shall be divided, according to their
income, into three prineipal classes; each
class rising 300 dollars above that below
it, and each class to be divided into three
subdivisions, differing 100 dollars from
each other as far as the uncertainty of
the receipts depending on casual circum-
stances will permit. "

To this end, from 1lst July, 1824, alk
Protestant livings which were at that
time under 300 rix-dollars shall be raised
to that value, by a fixed increase, to be
paid out of the public treasury cither for
ever, Or at least till they can be incorpo-
rated with other neighbouring parishes.

Hanover, Jan. 15.
His Majesty, in order to ameliorate the
condition of the evengelic parochial clergy,
has ordered that they shall be divided
into three classes, each of which is to
have three subdivisions, in such a manner
that the minimum of their income shall
be from 300 to 400 crowns, and the

maximum from 1100 to 1200 crowns.

————

————

CORRESPONDENCE.

Communications have been received from Messrs B. Mardon; D. Eaton; R.
Aubrey, Jun; H. B.; Almost a Christian; Kenilworth; a Subscriber; Anonymous
on Quaker Ubnitarians; and Anonymous—Poems.

We have received two more packets
analyzer.

from our American Correspondent, the

““'The Puritans,”” and several other papers and some intelligence are, much to

our mortification, unavoidably postponed.

‘The following corrections should have been made in the Stanzas on Riego, (pp-

304, 305,) viz.

Stan. 1, line 8, for ‘“‘the stranger’s sword,” read the invader’s sword.
Stan. 6, line 3, for ‘‘his fame,”” read %is faith.
e e
ERRATA. .
P. 296, col. 1, 23 lines from the top, dele the comma after the word ¢ possess.

P. 298, col. 1, 21 lines from the top, place 2 comma after the wor

d ¢ ,gcriptare."





