
UNITARIAN FUND REPORT
I wish that a more splendid

series of Unitarian successes could
have employed the able pen of this
Reporte r. But never let the want of
such a circumstance discourage us.
We are not to look for the main tri -
umph of our cause in the detail of
local conversion s ; althoug h the zeal-
ous prosecution of them at pro per
times and places ought not to be aban -
doned ; especiall y, since past events
furnish the most decisive encoura ge-
ment and justification to persevere .
But it is the peculiar glory of Unita -
rianis ni to be involved in the general
march , the incFeasing illuminatio n of
the age. The two names which, for
more than a century, have stood at
the head of natura l and intellectual
philosop hy, to say nothing of Priest -
ley and others of later date , are ours ,
and thus furnish a fair characteris tic
symptom of our natura l destination. An
exact and philosop hical annual surve y
of the progres s of our cause would be a
very differ ent thing fro m the document
before us, which , however , is undou bt-
edl y faithfu l and full , with respect to
its explicit purposes . Wherever the
reign of prejudice , in any of its forms ,
declines ; wherever once angry and
opposin g sects unit e, even thoug h it
be for the express purpose of crushing
Unitari anism : wherever candid Tri-
nitarians are found , (and they are
every day to be found ,) who acknow -
ledge that par ticular texts, such , for
insta nce, as / and my Father are one,
must be aba ndoned by the honest and
consistent of their ov*n party, ay any
pr oof of the Tri nity ; wherever Eclec-
tic or Quarterl y Reviewers ar e se^n
batterin g the autho rit y of interpolated
portions of Scripture , and ort hodoxL«ords in Parl iament are heard vieingwith each othe r to overwhelm us withthe most libera l prai se ; where ver thesuccess of the cause , in one country,suggests the well-founded expecta tionthat a corr espondin g sympath y and
faction may sooner or later tak ePlace in other s :—in all these and si-

milar cases, every addition made to
the general stock of liberal ity and ac-
knowled ged truth , is but the increase
of so much gra vitation at the distant
end of a lever , which, however sfewly,
is irr esistibly effecting the elevatio n of
Unitarianism. v

Should such an amal gamation of
the several leadin g societies in tHe
connexion take place, as is proposed
at the end of this instrument , would it
not , in general , be well for the Annua l
Report of the new consolidated bod y
to glance at somethin g like a sketch
of the foregoin g topics, and thus mark
the indirec t, as well as direct , tri umphs
or defeats of the cause ? Such surv eys
would impart a peculiar excitement ,
di gnity, scope and energy to every
local effort. On the one hand , they
would teach us to look at somethin g
above mere paltry prosel ytism as an
object of exertion ; and , on the other ,
they would inspire us with new confi-
dence and calmness in avowing our
religious belief, and would justif y us
in any degree of stead y, consistent
zeal in its propagat ion.

Dr. J. Pye Smith on the Geneva
Controversy . Violentl y as this writer
has espo used the side of the Geneva
Calvinists , I do not fear that he will
establish any other conclusions than
I have alread y admitted in my forme r
remark s on M. Ohene vifere 's Defence.
Mr. Smith is determin ed to make no
allowance for the long-existing con-
stitution of thing s at Geneva , the very
worst parts of which , be it re mem-
bered , and those against which the
moder n Caivinists most bitterl y com-
plain , were planted and bequeathed
by the jea lous intolerance of tlieii* an-
cient predecessors . They have prin -
cipally to thank Ca lvin himself for the
wron gs they profe ss to endure. It is
amusin g to see Mr . Smith compare
M. Chenevife re to St. Dominic or Gre -
gory VII . To say nothin g of the re-
volting absurdit y and exaggeration of
the compar ison, might not the very
city itse lf where t}xe ^Pro fessor resides
have afforded , in one of its former
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iitt^pit exaton^Ie of arro-
gance and persecbtitfn ?

Tlie charge which this writer levels
agairis t tlieGenevese clergy9 of hiding
their relig ious sentiments, is the state
one which has so long been tftarfe
against Unitarians in general, but with
no more justice or fairness than it can
be urged upon Trinitarians and Cal-
yinists. Because we do not press
what we do not believe , or rather , be-
cause we press only what we believe,
we are charged with concealment and
evas ion. On this principle, every or-
thodox sermon , which waves the sub-
ject of the .real presence and other
Catholic absurdities, is dishonest and
evasive. If, in order to satis fy our
revilers ,, ive adopt the very expressions
of Scripture, andi other ph rases, which
thej^ psist upon, putting into our
moi^hs, then t]\e complaint is, that
ive 

^
fiix to the word s a differen t sense

from theirs .. As if our sense is not as
rational , authenti c and conscientious
as theirs , and as if all nien can be
expected to agree in the precise mean-
ing of difficult ancient Jewish phrase-
ology. Wli^t Mr. Smith stigmatizes
Qft j ndinj r relig ious sentiments, might,
with more candour and freedom fro m
sectarian, influence , be trul y denbrn i-
j i^ted, an attemp t at union and chari -
table copip ref tension . The Very in-
stance which he gives, (though mis-
taken l y )>y way of reproach,) oh the
ptlier side of the leaf , is a laudable
instance of it. He has there shewn
th<i,t Ar ians , and Socinian s, and En-
glish 'Unitarians., and Antisupernatu -
ralists, when tfie y have no longer a
liope of cohvj ncinff each other , and
see nothing but clanger and disooj d
from protracting to an interminable
extent tljeir metap hysical disputes ,
c<*h , for the salce of broad p ractical ,
wholesome results , and the 'enj oy ment
ot moral ana religious harmony , unite
jn bue general phrase , and confess ,
ttibiigh without interpreting" , or pre -
tending tp interpre t, the proposition
in one uniform light , t hat *' Jesus was
a Pivine Bein ij." Mr. Smith coth-
plains that this sentence is ^ capable
p(f a variety of interpretations .3' And
what sentence is hot ? What creed
has not been variousl y inter pr eted ?
lsake his own favourite do^rn a, which
he calls the leading doctrine Qf the
tlefornj atioa and of Scripture—" Sal-
vation and holiness by grace through

fiith in af Divine Bfej fcan5fer .M Dqes
not Mr. Sfn ft d Sn'o\v tnaf Unitarian
Christians believe every word and let-
ter of it as much as h£ ddes ? Never
was a more slippery, fluctuating un-
settled, proposition, uttered than this
which the writer sets up as a standard .
Does Mr. S. himself suppose that he
and his contemporary brethren un-
derstand and maintain it in exactly
the same poin t of viesv, with the saiiie
emphasis , and in the same relations,
that Luther and Ms contemporaries
did ? Oile would think that our Re-
plier haH put forth alt hte skill and
strength to select a sentence which
should adroitl y cover over the nume-
rous varieties of ojiinitifts among the
orthodox. Who can tell vvhat the old
Genevese real ly believed from such a
vague representation ?

Let uie attempt tb convince Mr.
Smith of a piece of unfairness, which ,
in common with mbdern Calvinists,
lie suffers himself tb comniit, in con-
sequence of not tiidking a due discri-
mination with respect to certain fact^
and terms. The most glorious period
in human history is perhaps the Re-
formation. Whatever formed an effi -
cien t portion of it, ought undoubtedly
to share in its glory. Oalvinists, by
perseveringly denominating certain ar-
ticles of theiV belief doctrines of the
Re formation], have succeeded in in-
Vesting such articles with a factitious
splendour, Tborrowed from that event ,
but - which certainl y belongs not to
them. The peculiar notions enter-
tained by many of tlie Reformers re-
specting the Trinity, Justification ,
Faith , and other abstract religious
subj ects, did not move forward t ie
Reformation one step. Probab l y the
actors in that event believed, to a man ,
in witches, and most of them in astro-
logy and the Ptolemaic system. Would
it be correct, therefore, to cal l these
last , the doctrines of the Reforma-
tion ? *Fhe mere circumstance th at
they held a set b'f private opinions
apart from their character as Reform-
ers, is of no sort of consequence. The
point is, Was the Reformation set on
foot , or carried on , or completed , for the
sake of particularly establishing what
Caivinists would now call its doctrin es ?
Was not the establishment of those
doctrines rather an Accidental and
subordinate result ? An'd was not the
main object of tlmt great struggle to
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^convince tlj e . wp$q of sî ch princip les
as these—tfca t the pppe .is not infa^lible,
that the sale of inuul gencies was an
abomination in the eye of God , that
the Scri ptures $re a sufficient rule' of
faith , and the like ? I must not pur-
sue this track of speculation $ny fur-
ther at present, though I am persuaded
of its legitiqiacy and truth , and' I am
willin g to entrust its continued prose-
cution to the calmly-exercised candour
and sagacity of Mr. Sinith .

In regard to the particular proposi-
tion he?pre quoted, respecting Salva-
tion by Gr#ce, &c., I. will allow that,

^in one sepse, it was a doctrine of the
Reformation. It overthrew the Po-
pish doctrines of superegatory merits,
#n d ^vhat the Romish Church techni-

] callyand corruptly denominated " good
works/' But it would have achieved
the same conquest, had Luther's pri-
vate interpretation of it been purely
Arminian or Unitarian.* It was the
scriptura l authority of his proposition ,
coup Jed with its being a verbal denia l
of popish opinions , and not its pecu-
lia r metaphysical bearing in Luther's
mind, which won his victories. An

< inattention to these essential distinc-
tions lias nj ajcle Calvinists so very
proud of \yhat is not th

^
ir own, and

caused even liberal Christians to re-
frain ' e from asseftiivg their superior
share in the general principles, max-
i j ns, and true glory of the Reforma-
tion.

Mr, Smith is a better Calvinis t than
philosopher. JHe, pretends to trace up
to a defection fro m orthodox y ^11 the
vice and irreligion which ma y exist in
individ ual instances at Geneva. Was
it not a currier, who, in his great sim-
plicity, proposed to fortify a bom-
barded town with leather ? There will
be no more wicked cakes and ale if
Calvinism can he $ny where a st^te-
religion. Cannot Mr. , S. account for
the spread of immorality in Geneva,
DY the. peculiarly unsettled state of
manners and things throughout the
whole continent during the last cen-
tury, and the very exposed local situa-

'* It is indeed certain," says Hume ,
*' that the Reformers were fortunate inthe ir doctrine of notification , and might
venture to foretell its success, in opposi-
ttyn to all f het c$remQme$> sf tows , and su-
Wrs0°ns of-Pope ry} ' Hist. Eng, c hap.

tion in which that city wag placed ?
Has not th^ plaice feeen,  ̂ it ^eW,
ttie hotel , the c^ravahs^ of Europe ?
Who knows, too, lib\y inucli of; this
modern deg^neraey may^be fairly ¥s-
cribable, not tp the .5<Jecay pJF ^Carlvlh-
ism, but to the former fexistehide and

^ necessary re-actibn , pr, at Tc*Ast ' to
the remainmir dregs of its spirit , in the
body of the people ? Afid; r farther,
Mr. Sinitti's power ' of iratipcitetfoti
seems entirely to have faif^f lii^ on
this subject , and h^ argues in as cotti-
plete a circle as did ever a; Roman
Catholic, Jn paragraph numbered 2,
(p. 322,) he accounts for the decay of
Calvinism in Geneva, by gratuitously
supposing a growing spirit of levity
and irreligion ; and, then, when he
would give a plausible reason for tne
existence of this very levity and irreli-
gipn, he assigns (paragraphV No. /)
the departure fro m the old theology,
wj iicli is nothing but the decay of Cal-
vinj sm liack again 1 In this dizzy kiud
of reasoning, it is impossible to' tell
which is cause and Which is effect ,
though it is very certain the writer
m^ans that the reputation of his doc-
tnhes shall not suffer in any alterna-
tive. How very candid, lib eral and
convincing, too, is the argument , that
one cause of the decay of Calvinism
was " a strong- and subtle prejrfdice
against truth an d holiness/^ ait3 an
absence as ye t of " genuine piety , or
right affections towa rds the hol y and
blessed God" ! How iould Mr. Sihith
expect that siich sorry eaii t should
have any influence with the Unitaria n
readers of the Repository ?

Mrs. Hughes, in Defence of Peace -
Societies, presents some staggering
facts for him vvho doubts the practica-
bility of their plans. The latter par t
of her Essay is rathei* desultory. 1
have been long" wishin g to see exe-
cuted , by soin e friend to those socie-
ties, a p icture o( the world under ihe
desired reign of universal peace. Wnat
outlet shall be provided for the nicjre
turbulent and restless elements of So-
ciety ? Cannot the vast science and
strict discipline , which lag^s liave
broug ht to so much perfection in 'mi-
litary affairs, be tran sferred to im-
mense masses of men employed in
sbrne great civil good ? Wh y o^n iiot
we hear of one hundred th6usanrf 'he-
roeŝ led on by skilfu l and Abfe g^eV^is
to tfic acUifevd rn^nt ' of sbiiie G06dific
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effect, which shall perhaps fertilize a
kingdom, or alte r the face of a coun-
try, or provid e for the certai n happ i-
ness of many future generations ?
Wha t fair hand shall firs t have the
honour of wor king a stan dard in which
the olive-branch shall be conspicuous ?
When shall the world read the firs t
bulletin , announcing the blessed ope-
rations of these peacefu l campai gns ?

Monumen ta l Inscription to Dr.
Alexander, Is not this rather too
lon$ for the bea u-ideal of an epitaph ?
KirKe Whit e has u cr itical Essay on
the subject , which seems judicious and
worth consul ting. Yet I know how
hard it is to repress the affectiona te
loquacity which dwells on departed
excellence.

Letter from Jefferson to Adams.
While I allow that nothing can be
more classicall y beautiful and affecting
than the correspondence between these
old men, yet I must not concea l the
fact , that many very experienced po-
litician s on th is side the Atlanti c,
thou gh they admi red th e amiable ,
soothin g and conciliatory tone exhi-
bited by Mr. Je fferson in this letter ,
were not a little astonished at the
manner in which he qualifies one of
the longest, and most bitter political
quarrels that have ever distracted our
country . Still , Mr. Jefferson 's expla-
nation of the peculiar attitude into
which circumstances formerl y threw
himself and Mr. Adams in respect to
each other , may be the true one, and
precisel y that which was want ed . We
certainl y cannot expect higher autho -
ri ty on the subject. A3 corroborative
testimon y on Mr. Adams 's part also , I
remember a conversation held bv him
with an old New-Ham pshire clergy-
man , who carried me for ty miles , when
a boy, to visit the Ex-President in the
year 1803 or 1804. At that time po-
litical parties were ra ging in the most
furious manner under the nominall y
opposite bann ers of J efferson and
Adams. Our host was carry ing us
round his richl y-cu ltivat ed farm , and
well do I remember the top of a littl e
stony eminence on which he paused
for a short time , and pronounced a
warm eulogy or* the character of Mr.
Jeff erson. Having never beard the
las t nam e mentio ned by Mr. Adams 's
supporters but with execra tion , and
havi ng myself conceived against it a
stron g prej udice ,, I canno t descr ibe the

force with which a lesstfn of libera lity
was thus taug ht me from the lips of a
recentl y unsuccessful and disappointed
ri val.

Irish Episcop al -Incomes. Nothing
can be more reasonable , prac ticable
and libera l, than the propositio n of
the cor respondent of the Morn ing
Chronicle . There is no feature in the
prese nt condition of America more
attracti ve tha n the annual voluntar y
paym ent of an immense sum all over
the country for the support of the
institutions of religion . The amoun t
contributed for this purpose , is pro -
babl y double the whole expense of the
civil government. During the last
year , many more new and costly
churches were erected than ever before.
The disposition to enlarge the salaries
of minis ters 13 more frequent ly wit-
nessed , than to diminish them. In all
our back -settlemen ts , every body, in
the shape of a clergyman of any deno-
mination , has his passage free over all
ferries ; bis entertainment is given him
where ver he chooses to lodge, and his
host , thoug h ever so ir reli gious a re-
probate , informs him, that if he wishes
it , the neighbours (i. e. people who
live from a hal f mile to thre e miles
off) shal l be called ia to hear him
preach . I beg that these symptoms
of respect ana kindl iness for religion ,
may be attended to, as a little bri ght-
ening of the horrible pictures which
har e been so zealous ly circulat ed in
Eng land , of our poor Backwoods men.

Fraud on the Memory of Collins .
Base, indeed. But , without impeach-
ing the integrity of Mr. D'ls rael i's
intentions in maki ng out for us this
literary curiosity , I should like to have
heard Mr. Cumberland 's account of
the same transaction.

On the voluntary Natur e of Ch rist 's
Death . This writer think s tha t Chri st,
being without sin, might have escaped
death an y way. But infan ts, it seems,
cannot escap e death , though ever so
free from sin. How , too, was Christ' s
death purel y voluntar y, when the
writ er acknowled ges th at " it was ap-
pointed by Divine Pro vidence " ? I
am not certain that those passages of
Scri pture want illuminati on, which he
says wil l r eceive light fro m hia pecu-
liar view of Christ' s deat h.

Dr. Joh n Jo nes on the Pa rable of
Dives. Notwithstanding the haughty
sneers of such work s as the Qua rt er ly
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ft evtew, and the accidental unpopu-
larity of his Unitarian sentiments, Dr.
John Jones will be studied and ad-
mired more and more through every
succeeding year of the present century,
at the very least. His Illustrations of
the Four Gospels, in its peculiar spe-
cies of merit, is rivalled only by Paley's
Horae Paulinae. Dr. Graves on the
Pentateuch has attempted a similar
view with considerable ability and suc-
cess, but with few of those unexpected
and surprising flashes of penetrating
ingenuity which distinguish the other
two writers. If Dr. Jones is occa-
sionally too refined and imaginative,
if some of his conclusions possess
not the convincing weight which cha-
racterizes nearly all of Paley's, it i&
to be ascribed to the more airy nature
of his track of speculation, while the
defect is more than sufficientl y ba-
lanced and redeemed by the almost
inspired light which he throws upon
so many passages of Scripture. How
happy is he in his comment on Luke
xvi. 18, in the communication before
us! Nothing prevents us fro m yield-
ing the assent of full ĉonviction to his
sagacious conjectures, here, as well as
in many other parts of his writings*but the doubt which will force itself
into our minds, whether the evange-
lists reported the speeches and actions
of our Saviour in the exact order in
which they were delivered and per-
formed , and whether the original ma-
terials for the composition of the Gos-
pels into their present state were not
more fragmentary and disjointed than
our critic is disposed to represent
them ;—a doubt, however, which his
own lucid and ingenious illustrations
tend very powerfully to remove.

Lines addressed to the Pope. Mr.
Ru tt canno t give us too man y mor-
ceaux from his extensive and multifa -
rious rea ding. Ought not this ep i-
gra m to have been transl ated in a
more comp act mann er ? And will not
the following attempt , though inferior
m all other qualifications , preserve in
this parti cular the spirit of the origi-
nal somewha t more than either the
Fr ench or English versions of Dr.
M acauley ?
How now, oh Herod , impious foe !
A* Chr ist 's approach , why tremble so?I he giver of bri ght rea lms divine ,Wil l scarc ely stoop to crowns like thine.

Corresp ondence between an Unita-
rian and a Caivinist. Considering the
particular point on which this corre-
spondence turns, would it not have
beea fair to entitle it as existing1 be-
tween an Universalist and Calvimafc?
I cannot see the propriety of demand*
ing or implying that every Unitaria n,
as such, necessarily believes in the
doct rine of universal salvation.

How far would one be right in con-
jecturing that this correspondence is
fictitious—a series of letters between
some Cicero, and his friend Mark
Tully ?

Cornish Controversy. Mr. Le Grice
has exhibited some specimens of can-
dour , spirit , and talent , in this little
communication , which have my ready
admiration. But I think he is mis-
tak en in representing it as a peculiartc feature of the present times" that
Dissenters in hear t from the Churc h
of Eng land yield to the temptation
which she herself guiltil y hold s out to
Rartake of her ceremonies. Does not

lr. Le Grice remember the marv el-
lous, the astoundin g facility with
which hundreds and hundred s of the
clergy quie tly shut their mouth s in
the beginnin g of William and Mar y's
reign, rathe r than resign '* the mono-
poly of good things "? Have not the
ecclesiastical maxims of England at
all times , and in the successive tri -
umphs of several different parties ,
driven numbers to ** put a bridle on
their consciences and lips" ? " Look
at the Non-J uror ," he says, " at the
beginnin g of the last cen tury. " To
be sure , there wer e some Non-Jurors
at that time ; but perhaps too few ;
certainl y not enoug h to characterize
it as a very disi nterested age in con-
tras t with the presen t , in which Mr .
Le G. himself finds occasion reveren tl y
to apostrop hize such men as Lindse y,
Disney, and Wakefield , and passes a
deserved eulogium on their numerou s
existing followers . Does this gentle-
man , in the great simp licity of his
heart , suppose that every  one who
complied with the oaths in the begin-
ning of the last cent ur y was a con-
scientiou s churchman , who would have
made any sacrifice rathe r than sign
the Solemn League and Covenant un-
der a Presb yte rian Governmen t ?

Berates on the proposed American
Quaker Creed. 1 hope this write r
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means not tt> be satirical , when he
ccmjpares reason ^to the solar light,
-and revelation to a /«w/>-enlightening
freason's path .

JTfce change of - *€ ihi m" -valo *' him-
\jelf) " in theSth artiele of the Quakers '
- Cfreed , seems, at first sight , at rocious.
,But when we remembe r for a moment
their sincere and imdonb tiag * belief in
the identity of the Father and the Son,
it can scarcel y be called the literary
or even pious fraud it seems to-be.

Pla n for  relieving- Chapel Debt *
There is one feature in this plan, which
appears to be excellent. It is that of
making the amoun t of the whole debt
a kind of sinkin g fund , to be paid off
gra duall y and annuall y in easy instal -
ments by the subscrib ers . There are
thousands with small salari es, and
other moderate , thoug h sure incomes,
to whom it would perhaps be less
form idable to sub scribe , in pro spect a
guinea annual ly for ten years , than
to pay two guineas at the moment.
Why could not the most or all of
your chap el-debts in England be paid
Off by these pr ospective subscri ptions ?
Either the debt might be funded , if
the creditor chose, in such a subscri p-
tion, or , if the whole sum were re-
quired to be immediat ely paid down,
would not capitalists be found in your
calculating countr y, who would ad-
vance at once a proper amount of
purchase -money, and tak e the sub-
scriptions at their own risk ?

Society for  the Relief of Pr otestant
Dissenting Ministers 9 JVidows. An
inst itution so essentiall y Christ ian , and
so entirel y unexceptionabl e in every
point of view, that I cannot but con fi-
dentl y tr ust , that this Appeal of the
Society has succeeded to the utmost
of its modest claims, and reasonable ,
thoug h hesitating wishes. It may
par take too much of pat ri ot-egotism ,
for me to refer so frequentl y as I do
to institutions and things in my own
count ry, when suggested by corres -
ponding objects in Eng land. . But
having so fre quentl y observed in* the
pages of the Repository , an intere st
taken in American reli gious affa irs ,* I
hope to be somewhat , sheltered vby

• that circumstance from the ch ar ge of
obtruaiv eness and presumption when
I undertake to communica te any little¦ points of ecclesiastical infor mation
whith hap pen to be as " famil iar to

tny ear as household words." There
is a pr etty exact counte rpart to the
above-mentioned Society, in the State
Qf Massachuset ts. Jt is confined ,
however , to members of the Inde-
pendent denomination , which has al-
ways been very predominant in that
common wealth. The funds of the
Society are ample and increasing, and
the current resource s of each year are
augmented by a collection taken on
the day after the annual election of
Governor in Boston , on the occasion
of a sermon being preached befor e the
Convention of Congregational Min is-
ters of the State. Wit h rega rd to
this Convention , its objects are not
ver y definite or pro minent. It is ra-
ther continued for moral and social,
than for political or ecclesiast ical pur -
poses. A ttempts have been made. to
give it some aut hority in the church es,
and to convert it into an engine of
intolerance. But the liberal spirit of
the age fr owned them dowp. The
Convention is at pres ent composed of
nearl y equal portio ns ,of Unitari an
and Calvinist ministers , and a rul$ has
tacitl y been adopted , and Adhered to
with toler able consistency for a length
of time, to choose for the preachers
of each succeeding year , an orthodox
and a liberal minister altern ately.
About two hundred members gene-
rall y assemble ,, and a most generous
dinner is provided for #ie Conventio n
by some of the graceless Unitar ian
churches of Boston.

Cap tain Giffbrd on Bishop Bur-
gess's Speech. The Bisho p of St.
David' s ejyoys his dignity and reve-
nue ; but <yapt. Giffo rd. , J ias the satis-
faction of nobly .defending the ( rig ht
side ;
Ci Victrix causa Diis placuit , sed victa

Catoni. '
Capt. G. might have studie d a litt le

more lucid metho d. In one part of
his Essay he says, " I now J ake up
Jus qvyn . opinions and arg uments as
they  bear against hit^seljV After
jjrqsseutjj igj - ^is ^sk  ̂ ^or a wJ iile to

<$ihe {J iscomJiture not the Bisjhop, he
#!gain> says, " Aipd Jhow ^o ; tjie Bi-
shop 's ar guments react upon\h irtiself>
Thii? quesf tjop is somewhat ^w}e^ f̂
ajxd at . . leasts unu^c^^Vy^ ' VfW ^

e
wr iter is in tflie^mi^ ^̂ eer .ot ,)tur«3nS
hi^i oppp^nt' s ^jgi^ments' . upon him>
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as he hud- pro mfeea 4;o ck> in the first
sentence quote* above. It is not
from a spirit of hyper-criticis m that I
make this remark , but from an idea
that Capt* (3. mil yet have naeany oc-
casions to step forwa rd successfull y in
defence of the best of causes, and that
the refore a little attention to style
will read er bis endeavours more pros-
perous.

Review. Toller 's Sermons. A very
admirable piece of criticism. But
may I not be surp rised , that the Re-
viewer is so scan ty and recherchan t in
his list of favourite sermon-writers ?

In anothe r place he objects to Mr *
Ha ll's views respecting * the length re-
quired for a complete sermon , and
the degree to which arguments and
top ics may be repeated in the same
discourse. I rather incline to the
sentiments of the biographer on this
subjec t , if properl y guarded and modi-
fied , nor erected into universal , ex-
ceptionless rules. Being a thoroug h
convert to the fine maxim of Mr.
Hall' s philosophy, respectin g the good
effect produced by keeping the atten -
tion of an audience fixed on a subject
for a considerable time , particularl y
if accompanied by a correspondent
trai n of vivid feeling, I am unwillin g
to discourage the composition and de-
livery of long sermons. I should say,
preach to your hearer s as long as they
can well bear it. But to this effect,
your own capacities must be studied
as well as their habits watched . If
the homilies of Chrysostot tt and the
discourses of Sherlock were ver y short ,
the sermons of Massilon , Bourdaloue ,
Bossuet , Saurin , Tillotson, and the
har angues of Whitfiel d were very long.
It is absurd to lay down the sa*ne
Pro crust ean rul e for speakers of va-
rious qua lificat ions , to say nothing erf
the different lengths of time wlrich
different subjects requi re. Shall we
allow hal f an hour to the cold, didac -
tic , abst ra ct treatment of religious to-
pies, which is peculiar to some preach -
ers , and shall we, simp ly because
hal f an hour is enough for that pur-
pose, confine to the same space of
time, the orator , whose livel y imagi-
nation, copious stor es of illustration ,
animat ed manner , and flexible , pleas-
ing7 appro priat e, varied elocution , can
command the attention of a mixed
audience more closely for an hour
*»an another can for ten minutes t

Surel y he who is gifted with , the Imp-,
py facult y1 of detainin g: ia. the house
of God his fellow-mortals , without
weariness on their part , or a wish to*
retreat , must be ack nowledged, at tliej
very least, to exert. an innocent power.
And does he not deserve higher prai se?:
Is he not rescuing tliem, for the time
being, from the temptati on of idle and
injurious pursui ts ? Is he not givingv
the m a tas te fur superior enjoy men tsr &
Is he not impartin g finei; habitude s ©£
character and feeling, which are likely
to be permanent , as well as beneficial ^Wesley, it is tr ue, as our Reviewer
urges, recommended short discourses *
But he might have had some, valid
reasons for so doing, which wiH not
apply to other denomination s. The
Methodists princi pally aim at pro -,
ducin g conversions by clamorous* im*
passioned prayer / and often by praye r*singing, exhortation , shouti ng,* sttpm
p losio, laughing and crying, all to*
gether. Kegular , iorm al pre aching is
the most ine fficient instru ment they
mak e use of; and Wesley was un-
doubtedl y conscious of it. But on
our side of the kingdom of heav en
the Sermon is the great engine of
instruction , impression , and general
religious edifica tion. f A corres pond -

* At a camp-meeting 1 in our new state
of Alabama, this year , a man under con-
viction , rose from before the altar , where
the ministers were pray ing for him , and
rushed throug h the assembly, exclaiming,
Independence , my God I Ind ependen ce,
my God !

+¦ " In proportion as the cerem onies
of public worshi p, its shows, and exte*
rior observances , were retrenched by the
Reformers , the people were inclined tQ
contract a stronge r attachment to ser-
mons." Hume , Hist. Eng. ch. xxxiv. The
Method ists did not , indeed , re turn to the
exter ior observances of the Romish chur ch .
but they subst ituted for them other bo-
dily act ions and excitements of the senses
and imagination , which ren dered pr each-
ing equal ly subordinat e as formerl y. Jn
the following passa ge, Hume treat s the
institut ion of pr eaching quite scurvily and
unjustly, thou gh mingling up some tr uth
in his rema rks. A differen t, and I .hope
a tru er account of it 'has been given in
the text . " It is observable ," he says,
" that the Chu rch of Rome and that of
England being both of the m lovers of
form and cerem ony and orde r , are more
friends to pray er than preac hing ; while
the purita nical sectari es, who find that



ence between the persona l char acte r
of the preacher and the rule s which
he inculcate s, a knowledge that his
own religious experience is per petu-
ally breath ing thr ough the discourse s
%vhich he delivers , these constitut e
not only an irresistible charm , bat
an overcoming 1 p ower upon our as-
semblies and communitie s, the ten-
dency of which is, to build them up
in the beauty of holiness. I do not
intend to impl y that Wesley placed
no value on this kind of means ; far
from it ; but his princi pal attention
was devoted to other more storm y
modes of obtainin g success. Besides,
lus follower s, we know, preached ex-
temp oraneous ly ; most of the m were
unin structed men , and unable to treat
subje cts with tha t fulness and interes t
which may be expected of those who
spend much time in writin g and pre-
par ation , for the business of which a
long, varied , and extensive education
has adapted them. But further , did
even Wesley himself constantl y en-
forc e the precept in question by his
own example? Not if I have heard
and read ari ght. Our Reviewer ad-
duces the examp le of the Greek ora -
tors too again st some of Mr. Hall' s
critical maxims, but without much
force of app lication. The cases are
not parallel. E ven if it had been a
quest ion about modern forensic or
civil eloquence, the cases would have
been far from para llel. Much less
when pulpit eloquence is the theme.
The audiences of modern times are
not composed of the same materials
with those of the ancient. The ob-
jects aimed at in addressing them are
unlike. The speakers come before
th em in entirel y different capa cities .
Isocrates would be an author most in
point. But his discourses are longer
than many of Demosthenes '. A rhap -
sody of Homer , a Muse of Herodo tus ,
a Book of Thuc ydide3 , were probabl y
borne patient ly by even the volatile
Athen ians at one sitting. Also, De-
the latte r method of address , being di-
recte d to a numerous audience present
and visible, is more inflaming and ani-
mating, have always regarded it as the
chief part of divine service ." Ch. lii.
Somewhat inconsistent with thi s doc-
trine , Hume elsewhere ascribe s the ex-
cesses and disorde r of the Puri tans to
their habits of abstract devotio n. See
chap. ' xlvii.

mosthones arid i-Escliines have left
some orations which mustr have oeciu
pied an hour or mor e in the deliver y.They will, moreov er, be found , to Uil
dulge in a repetit ion of ar guments
and top ics to a much grea ter degree
than the Reviewer seems to allow. I t
is customary with them to rest their
cause on one or two mam points ,
which they urge in every vari ety of
form and enforcem ent , plying- away, if
I may so say, with the same batt erin g
rani , until " they effect the desir ed
breach -

The Reviewe r appears to me to
undervalu e the benefits to be der ived
from the frequent and prot ract ed ex-
citement of religious feelings in a
listening audie nce. The effect of good
impressions and emotions subsides not
with the feel ings themselv es. The
attenti on has been vivified and fixed
by them ; the memor y has l>een more
indelib ly stamped ; and virtuo us and
religious biases of chara cter have been
more decidedly favoured.

East -India Un itaria n Tracts. The
Trinitaria n Missionar y Caus e in East -
India may now be fairl y said to be
written down.

Burns upon Irving . If 1 thou ght
the Bri tish public had not long since
become perfectl y indifferent about
Mr. Irvin g or his rhapsod ies, I would
tak e the libert y in one word to give
my candid and humble opinion of
him.

Devotional Exercis es Certain ly
procure me a copy, Mr. Editor. My
librar y is a thoro ughfa re for a pre tt y
numerous circle, and I liave the hap-
piness of knowin g that many will read
this work before I shal l have possessed
it a year.

Poetry . Mornin g-. Tiiis is very
beau tiful. It almost sets itself to
music . Yes, it falls thus , as I read it ,
on my fancy 's ear :—The first vers e,
Recitat ive. The second verse , a duet ;
two first lines, treble ; the next two,
tenor ; the two last , both voices to-
gether. The third verse , a Trio. The
fourth and fift h, Gra ud Choru s of
voices with a hundre d instrume nt^
The sixth and seventh , Tr eble Sok>J
And as the piece now termi nates ra-
ther abru ptl y, I would ask the author
for one more verse, .embod ying per ~
haps a real pra yer for the . blessings
enum erated in the two pr eceding stan-
zas to be sung by .the .- chorus ? of . voice*
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accompanied only by the full organ ,
and ending with

tc FJear us, Thou on whom we call,
Light and life, and Lord of All!"

Napoleon. An obvious trite reflec-
tion^— bat nervously and elegantly ver-
sified.

Obituary, Mr. Christie. The vo-
lume of Lectures by this gentleman
on the Unity of God is one of the
most clear and convincing books on
the subject that have been published .
Some of the strongest minds in Ame-
rica date their conversion to Unita-
rianism from its firs t perusal.

Bar on Maseres . Was the edict of
Nantes atrocious, or its revocat ion ?

The mystery of the multiplication
of negative quan tities can only be
solved by regarding them as relative,
not absolute existences. Nobody on
earth can practically and pal pably de-
monstrate that — 2 multiplied by —
2 will amount to + 4, as one can
shew by counting two fingers on this
hand and two on the other, that 2
multiplied by 2 amounts to 4. All
we can say is, that this species of
mathematical solecism is a very con-
venient instrum ent in algebraical ope-
rations, and leads to results which
never deceive.

Unitaria n Associat ion . Had we zeal
and spirit enough in the United States
to adopt a grand central organic in-
stitution like this, it would not be
many years before our belief would be
characteristic of the national religion.
Is there to be obtained a list of Anti-
trj nitarian congregations in Great Bri-
tain , with the names of the pastors,
a statement of members, and other
statistical information of the kind ?
Would not an annual Report or Regis-
ter to this effect, after the manner of
the Methodists, and some other deno-
min ations, communicate an in terest
and impulse to the progress of the
cause ?

Christia n Tract Society . Perha ps
the peri odical publication of tracts,as far as possible, would best pro-
mote the objects of such a society.
suppose it should establish a monthl y
magazine or weekly newspaper for
extensive , gratuitous, or very cheap
circulation among the poor. Its con-
^

nts, though chiefly moral and reli-Woub , might be rendered more at-tractive by * little innocent variety ; a

v Summary of the News of the Day,
Discoveries in Science, Poetry, Ex-
tracts, &c. &c. Perhaps some exist-
?ng publication, after the 'necessary
modification s* could be aLpprof>i4^tea
to this purpose.
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v "'< . xx. o v

Sir, Ap ril 7, 1825.
YOUR publication for September,

did not fall in my way till this
month . A correspondent in that Num-
ber, who signs himself A Calvilnist,
complains that Mr. Worsley identifies
Calvinism with the gross and revolt-
ing notions of Antinomianism. Most
Calvinists indeed dislike to be classed
with Antinomians, which I consider a
good sign that they have some regard
to common sense ; but I confess I
could never see any marked distinction
between them, except that the latter
act up to their princi ples, while the
former do not. Sandeman appears to
have decided this point. If both pro-
fess the same principles, the rejec tion
of the title of An Antinomian, by a
Calvinist , is no more a proof that it
doe* not properl y belong to him , than
a maw's disavowal of bigotry will
prove that he i9 not a bigot.

Our first inquiry should be, what it
is to be an Antinomian . Perhaps we
could not describe bis sentiments
better in a few words, than by saying
he is an Ul t ra-Calvinist, who inter-
prets Predestination in the most rigid
sense. He believes that good works
are of no signification in the sight of
God, or rather that by themselves
they are an abomination to him.
Whoever supposes that good work s
have any effect to p rocure the favour
of God , or whoever endeavours to the
end of life to perform them with this
view, will be condemned by an Anti-
nomian as a proud contemner of gos-
pel grace, and consequently as a re-
probate doomed to perdition. He be-
lieves farther th at divine grace does
eve ry thing or nothi ng in the works
of conversion and justification , that
the elect can b y no act forfeit their
salvation , that the gospel dispensation
has superseded the moral law, and
that his evil work s have not the cha-
racter of sin. Yet in candour we
should allow that his object in this
last sentiment is, to be consistent with
his principles, and not to jus tify wick-
edness. Ae he obtained saving faith ,
according to hi« view of it , while he



remained in his sins, he th inks they
ean 4)e no bar at any time to his elec-
tion. When this reason ing subj ects
him to the charge of undermining mo-
rals , he parries it , by saying that God
does not allow his elect to be guilty of
such wicked actions as may require
repentance , and therefore that confes-
sion of sin and repentance Imp ly an.
ignor ance of the gospel.

The question here is, not how far
this zealot is mistaken in his op inions ,
but how far a Calvinist is identified
with him. To enumerate all the de-
grees and shades of Calvinis m would
be endless ; I shall therefore confine
my observation s to the doctrines held
by the great majority of those who
profess it.

In the definition of an Antinornian ,
it is onl y in the two last particulars
that Calyinists can say they are distin -
guished fro m him 5 for they deny as
firml y as any Antinomian that work s
have any effect whatever to proc ure
the favour of God . Justificati on , the y
say, is to be attributed exclusively to
a cause which is totall y out of the
power of any mortal ; and this cause
is the decree of God , before the crea -
tion of man , by which he willed that
the merits of Christ' s atonement
should be app lied to a certain number
put of mankind , without any foresi ght
of their faith or work s. At the same
time he decreed , as they hold , that
power should be given to these elect ,
to accept Christ at the pro per time ;
and this miraculous power , which is
what they call jus t ify ing faith , they
can no in ore secure for themse lves by
any act of mind or bod y, which ori gi-
nates in their own fre e-will , than they
coul d give themselves a new sense .
But Ca lvinists say, that tho ug h good
works have no effect to procure justi -
ficatio n , yet they will not be wantin g
in those who truly accept Chri st.
This is the identical language of the
Antin omian , and no distin ction ap-
pear s between them on thi s ground.
Noth ing alarms both one and the
other so much as an apprehension
that they attribute any efficacy to
their works , and this feeling and dread
they flatter them selves is humilit y.
But what good is there in humilit y
withou t charity, or can it exis t ? To
renounce works , and to vilify their na-
ture and character , cannot entitl e them
to the pra ise of humilit y, whil e their

professions of abasement ar e united,
in their estim ation , with no less a
distincti on than a supernatur al power
to accept Chr ist , with a dire ct revela-
tion that they are the elect and favour -
ites of God : while they believe at the
same time , that all from whom tins
revelation is withheld , and who never
obtain it, are reprobates . In describ -
ing and ju dging a reprobate they en-
tirel y agree , and in these respect s,
their humilit y and charit y are equall y
consp icuous.

Nor is there any material differ ence
between th em in their assurance , th at
they can by no act forfeit the Divine
favour. This assurance follows neces-
saril y from th eir theory respecting the
decrees of God ; but a little common
sense obt ru des , in spite of theory, and
renders Calvinists occasion ally weak
in faith. Ahtinomian s have greater
confidence.

We come now to the consideration
of the two partic ulars , on account of
which Calvinists will not submit to
be called Antinomians . One of these
has been alread y disposed of, where I
gave the explanation of the opinion ,
that the evil works of some men have
not the character of sin. Few Cal-
vinists of the present day will say tliat
God does not behold sin in the elect,
but none of them will object to say
that he will not finall y punish it ;  and
this opinion is the same in effect with
the exp lanation of the Antinomia n .

It remains now to be considered
whether Calvinis ts so far resemble
Antinomians in their doctrines , as to
supersede the moral law. Proba bly
neither party will admit expressl y tha t
they do this , but their denial is not
sufficient to decide the question . Do
the y not both maintain that our natur e
deriv ed from Adam is not mere ly very
imper fect and prone to sin , but tha t
i^ is sinfu l altogether , without one
redeemin g grace ; or , more prope rl y,
that it is sin itself in the abstra ct ?
To such a degre e do they carry th is
sentiment , that they say the best work
of the best man , viewed withou t th e
atonement of Christ , deserves hell.
Yet when a monster of sin supp oses
he has power given him to accept
Christ , notwithstandin g- a sense of his
sins cont inued to that moment , and
notw ithstandin g tha t he still contin ues
to insist on his vileness, he ta kes pos-
session with out hesitation or difficu lty
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of the infin ite righteousnes s of Chris t,
and of the infinite merits of his atone -
ment. Frau ght with these , he stands
boldl y before the infinite wrath of God ,
and cha llenges ju stification from his
iiist ice, regardle ss of his mercy.

These opinions appear to me to
have a direct tendency to supersede
the mor al laiv. But a man may not
th ink it fai r to be charged with opi-
nion s which he denies , thoug h they
may be infer red from his princi ples.
Both Antinoinians and Calvinists may
deny tha t they supersede -the moral
law ; and it may be judicious to take
them at th eir word. Yet they hold
two othe r doctrine s of the same ten-
dency, which try our candour to the
utmos t. These are , the doctrine of
unco nditiona l election, and the appal -
ing doctrine of unconditional re pro ba-
tion . 1 call the las t appa ling, not be-
cause the mention of it can alarm any
rat ion al man, but on account of its
atrocity, and because it is most dis-
tressing to think that zealous and
learned Protesta nt Christians in the
ninetee nth century , who lay claim to
the onl y true pro fession of the gospel ,
should fail so deplorabl y in charity and
common sense as to entertain it , and
should represent in so hideous a light
the pure and benign reli gion of Jesus
Christ. If they will adhere to their
princi ples, they must maintain that
the Deity is a malignant Being ; and ,
in fact , they do say , that God , to the
pra ise of his glorious justice , indul ges
his infinite wrath against the great
bod y of mankind , and that he would
do the same toward all men without
exception , if an infinite person , as
much God as himself , had not plucked
the elect from him as brands out of
the fire. Merc y is altoge ther excluded
from his attrib utes , according to their
views of the gospel. Does it not
plainl y appear to be of very serious
importanc e to them , that they anal yze
and review their doctrin es ; and that
they reflec t , not mere ly that the Scri p-
tur es do not te ach, but that no reve-
lati on from God can possibl y teach ,
tha t lie doomed the greater par t or
any part of mankind to endless tor -
ments , without affordi ng them a pos-
sibility of escape ? If they should
pro ve that a doctrine so dishonourable
to God is tau g-ht in th e Scri p ture s,
who will believe the Scriptures ? What
* head and what a heart mus t tha t

person have who can pertinaciousl y
maintain thi s doctrin e 2 To such a
person I would say, without scruple ,
" Veril y, the publican s ami the har -
lots go into the kingdom of God before
you. "

S.
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Mr. JBak eweWs Remarks on the Re~
publication of Dr. J . P > Smith' *Letters respecting Geneva.
Sir , June 4, 1 825.

WHEN I conclud ed my fourth
letter to Dr. J. Pye Smith , I

trusted that the controvers y respect -
ing the present state of morals in
Geneva was at rest ; Dr. S. has , how-
ever , thoug ht proper to republish his
accusations of the Genevese in a
pamp hlet , to give a wider circulation
to the char ges which lie has bro ught
against the pastors and peop le of that
city . I hav e been prevented bv a loner
illness fro m takin g an earlier notice of
this pamp hlet. Before I examine d it , I
full y expected to find those passa ges
were omitted , which contained the
gross abuse of the Genevese peop le
and of M. Cheneviere , but with the
exception of the ep ithet " dumb/ 9 all
the abuse and cal umny remain undi -
minisbed without apology, and without
acknowled gment of their falsehood. *

It will be in the recollection of your
readers , that I repeated l y and earnestl y
pressed Dr. S. to bri ng proofs of the
" gross immorality, profan eness, and
open flag itiousness " with which he had
char ged the Geneves e, and to name
any lar ge Calvinistic city where the
morals were as pure as in Geneva.
Your readers wil l also reco llect that
Dr. S. utterl y failed to substantiate
his charges , and avoided it by inti -
mating tha t the morality of the Gene-
vese was not Christian morality, and
that there was no correspon ding in-
crease of true Christians among the m.
Dr. Smith will not insu lt the under -
stan ding of your reade rs b y citin g the
alleged instance s of the profane ex-
pre ssions of a few soldiers or women
and childre n rio tousl y assembled , even
were the y true. I say he will not
insul t the m by citing these instances

 ̂
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? The pamphlet Dr. S. has entitled ,
iC A Vindication of those Citizen s of Ge-
ne vu and other Persons wlio have been
instrumental in reviving Scriptural Reli-
gion in that City/ '  &e.



as seriou s proofs of the depraved state
of moral s qf the members of the Ge-
nevese Church j they are no more
proofs of it than the drunk en ribal dry
of a few soldiers in an ale-house at
Home rton , would be pr oof of the
general depr avity of Dr. Smith' s con-
grega tion. With resp ect to the re-
publication of Dr. Smith 's calumnies ,
I will ask him, what he would think of
the conduct of a minister who should
charge a per son with gross immora lity
and open flag itiousness , because he
had left his congregation , and when
this minister was repeatedl y and ear-
nestl y called upon to pr ove that the
person accused was in any respect
more immoral than himself or the
members of his congregation , he not
only declined offering his proofs , but
repub lished his char ges in another
form to spread the calumny wider ?
Would not such a minister be deemed
by him guilty of heinous iinmorali t) ' ?
Nor do I think the immorality less
heinous , because it is direct ed aga inst
a whole peop le in a distant countr y.
Dr. Smith asserts , that " the moralit y
of Calvinistic writers is the most se-
rious and high-toned of all religious
authors ;" but if his own attempt to
rob the Genevese of their fair fame
and character , be an examp le of this
high-toned Calvinistic morality, I care
not how high or how loud its tone
may be; it is no bett er than that of
* sounding 6?'ass or the tinklin g cym-
bal ," for it is without charit y and
without veracit y. Dr. Smith has now
prefe rr ed a bill of indictmen t against
the Genevese and their pastors before
the tribunal of th e public at lar ge,
and lie is bound , if he have any re-
gard for his own character , either to
substantiate his charge s or to acknow -
ledge their falsity. The republication
of the se calumnies could not be neces-
sar y to vindic ate the party he sty les
*' the revivers of scr iptural religion in
Geneva. " Nor will the inhabitants
at lar ge of that city be converted to
Calvinism by accusations of gross im-
moral ity and open profan eness , which
they must know and feel to be untrue.
M en are not , and will not be con-
verte d to any mode of faith by loadin g
them with unmerite d abuse ; of this
Dr. J. P. Smith must be full y aware ,
and there fore I am confirmed in my
former opinion , that it is not against
the Genevese bu t the English Unita -

rians, that the attack is dir ected.
Ther e appears to be a systema tic plan
of war fare arranged by Dr. S. and
some of his friends , to vilify the moral
character of Unitarians , by the boldest
and most unfounded calumnie s. In
the Eclectic Review of this mon th,
June , art. Fuller 's Work s, those who
embrace Uni tarianism ar e describ ed
as exhibiting - in their conduct pro ofs
of a lamentable declension in piety
and moralit y : " The . Unitarian doc-
trines are most readil y taken up by
the defiled and unbelievers  ̂ to whom
nothing is pure ; even their mind and
consciences are defiled" !

Allow me to tell this writ er and
Dr. J. P. Smith , (if th ey be not the
sam e,) that the person who abando ns
the cruel doctrines of Calvin and
adopts more just opinions of the Di-
vine Governmen t, will part with that
gloom and despondency which charac-
terize man y of the sect he has left ; he
will part with all pharisaical leaven and
grim ace ; he will banish from his sty le
in speaking and writing the Oys J and
the Yea's ! which pass with the igno-
rant for unction ;* he will assume a
more cheerful aspect and a more na-
tural and manl y character ; but I den y
that fro m these indications any human
being has a right to say, that such a
man is less religious than formerl y.
The spirit of true religion, if I have
read ari ght the discourses of Chris t,
consists not in modes of faith and
outward observances and austeritie s,
but in prese rvin g an habitual sense of
our dependence on Divine Power, and
an habitual desir e to confirm our
conduct to the Divine Will , and the
first practical lesson which true reli-
gion teaches , is to €€ love our neigh-
bours as ourselves ;" and he who is
under the influence of this relig ion,
will not endeavour to rob his neigh-
bour s oi\ their fair character , by pub-
lishing and republishin g unfounde d
calumnies against them , which he is
utterly unable to pro ve.

Dr. Smith has intim ated tha t th e
morality of the Genevese is not Chri s-
tian morality, but this also I def y him
to prove . It is true that my frien d ,
a member of the Church of England,
who had resided several years in Ge-

* See a specimen of this style quoted
by Dr. Smith , Vol. XIX. pp. 677 , 678, of
the Mont hl y Rep osito ry .
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neva, after asser ting that it was un-
Q(J ESTION ABL.Y THE MOST MORAL ,
city in Euiio pe, added , ** I do not
at tri bu te this so much to their reli gion,
as to their domestic education , and
the circumst ance of ever y one being
known to his fellow-citizens ;" but I
den y to tha t gentleman and to Dr.
Smith who has quoted him the ri ght
of j udging the motives of the members
of a differen t church , if their conduct
be correc t. *' By thei r work s ye shall
know the m," said Christ , and this is
the only test that a Christian can
allow. Be it well remembered , how-
ever, that the question at issue with
Dr. Smith 3s, not whether the morality
of the Gene vese is Christian moralit y,
but whether they are or are not , when
compared with other nations or Cal-
vinistic societies, *' grossl y immoral
and openl y flag itious/' and it is these
charges that I have repeated ly called
upon Dr. Smith to prove. With re-
spect to another assertion he has
made , ** th at there is no proportion -
ate increase of true Christians in Ge-
neva ," as I do not , like Dr. Smith ,
assume the right of searching the
hearts of others , l ean onl y say tha t ,
jud ging from thei r work s, I believe
the re to be a much greater num ber of
true Christians in the present Gene-
vese Church , than there were in the
golden age of its or thodoxy, when , ac-
cordin g to Burnet and other writers ,
rel igious pret ensions , hypocrisy, insin-
ceri ty, cheating and secre t lewdness ,
were often associated together .

Before I tak e my final leave of Dr.
Smith , allow me furth er to notice his
couduct to M. Chenevifcre. Dr. S.
gravel y and coolly declares , " I have
done him no injur y, / have offered
him no insult , unle ss it be an insult to
bring evidence of the num erou s and
wide depart ure s fro m tru th , which
appear throu ghout his Summar y ." I
deny that Dr. S. has broug ht evidence
of this ; and even had M. Chenevikr e
been great l y mistak en in many in-stances, was no allowanc e to be mad efoe the differe nt \iews under whichmen ver y differentl y educated may seethe same t hing ?

" I have offered M. Ch eneviire no
<n *ult ," says Dr. Smith . What ! is itno insult to tell a respectabl e ministerw the gospel, tha t he is guilty " ofoelibera te frau d and falsehood/* tha t

" his hear t is hardened beyond evert £
very high degre e of moral callousn ess;1*
that " falsehood is its food, and the
most outrageou s calumnies gt congenial
delight" ? Is it no insult to publish and
republish such calumnie s against him ?*
Is callin g a Christian minister a liar,
a tbief , a callous-hearted devourer ojf
falsehood and eatumn y, no insult ?
Yet Dr. J. P. Smith flat ly denies , m
the face of his own word s, that he
has offered M. Chenevi ere any insult ;
he calls this gross abuse only " bring -
ing evidence against hitn :" it is, in-
deed , such kind of evidence, as the
Reverend writer and his part y are too
much in the habit of bring ing against?
Unitarians . This gross abuse Dr. S.
may call " evidence/ 9 and I admit
that it is evidence , and fearfu l evidence-
too, of the temper and spirit of the
writer who deals it forth.4i I have offered him no insult ." I
wond er that the Reverend wri te r did
not blush to his ver y fingers * ends when
he had written this sentenc e, and im-
mediatel y dash his pen through it.
Let me ask Dr. Smith , whether he
would think it no insult to be accused*
" of deliberate fraud and falsehood ,,
of moral callous heartedness , and with
feedin g greedil y on outrageou s calum -
nies and falsehood " ? W-hat would
he say of the veracity of that man ,
who , after havin g loaded him with
such gross abuse , should coolly say,
" I have offered Dr. J. P. Smith no
insult " ? But I leav e Dr . Smith to
reconcile his fi/ t ; denial of having of-
fere d any insult to M Chenevifere ,
with his own conscience and the pub -
lic. Those persons who have not vi-
sited Geneva , may hence learn to ap-
pre ciate the value of his evidence ,,
when it is directed against persons of
a different faith fro m his own. The
spirit and temper of Dr. J. P. Smith
may recal to some of your readers the
memory of Archdeaco n John Phil pot ,
who was himself imp risoned for heres y*
in the rei gn of Queen Mary ; bu t even
in prison he evince d as much perse -
cuting zeal as the Catholic part y ; the
axe and the faggol were not in his
powe r to use, he there fore was com-
pelled to confine his attacks to word s
and personal insult.

When Archdeacon Joh n Phil pot
publishe d his defence for ^pittin g on
an Arian > he did not pretend that he
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had offered him no insul t, but said he
was com manded by Christian charity
to do it.

" Cannot you, Christian bretherne
and sisterne, bear with, me, who, for
the j ust zeal of the glory of my God
and Christ , being blasphemed by an
arrogant , ignoran t , obstinatel y-blind-
ed Arian—if I did sp it on him ? If
my fact seem to them that judge not
M things according to the spirit of
God, uncharitable, yet let them know
tliat God. who is charity , allow-
eth the same. Speak ye that have
tongues to praise and confess God
against these Arians ; suffer them not
to pass unpointed at, refrayn e not to
spit at such inordinate swyne, as are
not ashamed to tred under their feet
the precioiiS Godhed of our Saviour
Jesus Christ." Ph ilp of s  slpolosry.

The conduct of Archdeacon John
Philpot and Dr. John Pye Smith may
be fai rly compared together, in their
treatment of those they are pleased to
esteem heretics : we are obliged, how-
ever, to grant , (considering the dif-
ferent manners of the times,) that the
outrage of the Archdeacon was less
gross than that of Dr. Smith , for it
did not affect the moral ch aracter of
hns opponent, lhe A pology of the
Archdeacon was also more manly, for
he did not deny that he had insulted
his antagonist after he had spit upon
nun .

Dr. Smith has , in a subsequent let-
ter, expressed his contrition for the
language he has used ; (see his letter,
dated Dec. 16 ;) but the manner in
which he has done so, is more remark -
able for its ingenuity than its sincerity,
for in the course of the few lines in
which he ex presses his sorrow, he has
contrived to repeat his offence twice :
" My language appears to me not too
strong for the j ustice of the case.
I expressed those feelings which ex-
treme misrepresentation could scarcel y
fail to ex cite , but I wish I had re-
pressed them , nut beca use I conside r
them not merited, but because they are
harsh and irritating, and I fear they
violate the precept to instruct with
m eekness those who oppose themselves
to the truth."

The Doctor here seems to feel little
regard for the character of M. Chene-
viere, but is greatl y concerned lest his
own character for Christian meekness

should suffer. He reminds me of what
the French Republicans said of Lord
Malmsbury, when he was sent to Pa-
ris to negotiate—s€ he was so skilled
in the wil y arts of diplomacy, that be
could laugh with one side of his face,
and cry with the other at the same
time." Thus Dr. Smith presents to
M. Chenevi&re on one side the appear-
ance of meekness and conciliation
while with the other he is preparing
to give a dead ly stab to his reputation.
From such Christian meekness as this,
and fro m such Christian charity as
that of Archdeacon Philpot, most fer-
ventl y do I pray, Good Lord, deliver
us!

ROBERT BAKEWELL,

June 13, 1825.
P. S. Since I sent the letter of

June 4th to the Month ly Reposi-
tory, I have been informed by the
Rev. George Rooke, Vicar of Yardley
Hastings, Northamptonshire , and late
Chap lain to the English Church in
Geneva, that he has recently been
shewn my firs t letter in the Monthl y
Repository containing- the conversa-
tion between himself and M. Malan,
of Geneva, in which the latter gentle-
man declared , that " he was quite
certain of his own salvation, and he
believed every true Christian ought
to hav e this assurance. '* Mr. Rooke
says that I have given a very correct
account of the conversation , and that
the dialogue is a close translation of
what was said by both parties in the
French language. I think it proper
to state this, as Dr. S. has chosen to
express some doubts respecting the
correctness of my report of that con-
versation. Allow me to add , that Mr.
Rooke resided the greater part of
seven years in Geneva, and saw much
of the state of society in that city.
From his situation as chaplain , he
was intimatel y acquainted with al-
most all the respectable English fami-
lies residing in Geneva, and hence he
had also an opportunity of knowing
their sentiments of the Genevese peo-
ple. He was on friendl y term s both
with M. Malan and the pastors of the
Genevese Church. No Englishman
has had such amp le means of ascer-
taining correctl y the present state ot
morals in Geneva, and it may be satis-
factory to many of your readers to
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learn, that this gentleman is decidedly
of opinion that the charges of immo-
rality, profaneness^ and open flagi-
tiousness, which have been brought
against the Genevese, are illiberal and
unjust, and in direct opposition to the
truth. Let me then advise those who
circulate these charges, to remember
and obey the commandment, " Thou
shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbour."

ROBERT BAKEWELL.

up the pure worship of one God, to
follow either Pagan or Christian ido-
latry .

I hope, Sir, you have more of the
intelligent wri ter's remark s to give us
on the same history ; I hope you will
proceed with them , and let us know
by what means this admirable general
led his army dry-sliod over the red sea.
We shall, perhaps , learn that, when
he paid his visit to the Arabian shep-
herd , whose daughter he married, he
first became acquainted with the tides
of the ocean, and approaching the arm
of that sea at a favourable moment,
took advantage of the outset of the
water and drew the Egyptian Monarch
after him, j ust when the tide was re-
turning in its strength. An event,
Sir, for which even Britons are not
always prepared ; for we are informed
that King John , in the contest with
his Barons, conveying his artillery and
baggage and treasures fro m Lynn into
Cambridgeshire, was so inexperienced
in the t ides of his own coast that he
lost them all in the Wash between
that county and Lincolnshire, and nar-
rowly escaped with his life, in conse-
quence of the unlooked-for return of
the waters upon him. Of the charac-
ter and power of tides the Egyptian
King must have been ignorant.

From this same interesting quarter
we may, perhaps, learn , that the thun-
ders and lightnings of Mount Sinai,
might well fri ghten the Hebrews, who
had passed their days in a land where
rain and storms were unknown , al-
though they could not move the soul
of their general , enlightened as it had
been, both by the learning of the col-
lege of HeliopoLis and an intercourse
with that country of many years' resi-
dence. Above all , I look with some
anxiety to the same quarter for infor-
mation on the great question of the
language whic h was emp loyed by the
Hebrew Legislator, and m what kind
of marks the ten commandments were
written, whether in hieroglyp hics or
m alphabetical characters. The bar-
baro us people just escaped from an
abje ct slavery were probabl y acquaint-
ed with no written language ; that
which their leader made use of would
be what he had learned of the p riests
of Egypt. Was the song of Moses, so
faithfully reported, committed to wri-
ting or rehearsed by the Hebrew bards,

Mosaic Mission. 335

Sir, 4/«y 21, 1825.
YOUR readers are indebted to you

for the very ingenious and enter-
taining paper on the Mosaic Mission,
(pp. 194—204,) translated fro m the

ft A _ a— — _ .— a *h> <h -M

German of Schiller. In the character
of Editor, you are not supposed to be
accountable for the opinions of your
correspondents, nor have you thought
it necessary to caution your readers
against the belief that the sentiments
which have been offered to our minds,
under the siguature of J. P. S., were
those which you hold ; why, then,
should you fear lest we believe you
heretic enough to think, as the learned
Schiller thinks on the Divine Legation
of Moses, and under that painfu l ap-
prehension assure us t^at you < c give
the paper as a literary curiosity, not
at all pledging yourself to its doc-
trine" ? I will not say what some of
your suspicious readers may remark
upon this gratuitous notice. How-
ever, I am delighted to think that ,
under the fearful pretext of your en-
tertaining such heretical notions, you
did not withhold from us this excellent
piece altogether .

But where were the evil al though a
Christian indul ged thoug hts running
parallel ia some measure with those
of Schiller? Are we obliged to take
up all the orthodox op inions of the
Old Testament , while we hold our-
selves at liberty to reject those of the
New ? It is well known what the
most intelligent part of the Jewish
nation have long though t of Moses.
They do not say he was an impostor.
They regard him as a great man , and
not having yet met with one more
wise than he, they follow the religionto which he gave birth , and prefer it toall others ; and, all things consid ered,we respect their motive and admireweir integrity. They wil l not give



and lianded down fro m one to another
of the inspired family?  The origin
of wri tten language is one of the mos t
curi ous investi gations that can occupy
an inte lligent mind ; much of the his-
tory of man is connec ted with i t ;  it
embra ces many considerations . This
is a subjec t hitherto involved in ob-
scuri ty.

There are a few other curious par-
ticulars in the history of the Jews ,
which it would highly grat ify us to
have explained . The grand mystery
of the pillar of smoke and of fi re,
which was their guide by day and by
night> is indeed revea led to us in the
wars of Alexander , who emp loyed the
same toke ns to conduct his immense
ar my when on its marc h to overturn
the shatte red kingdom of Assyria.
But we cannot from the same source
discover in wha t manner the walls of
Je richo were th rown down : which
curiou s fac t migh t , perhaps , be ex-
plained , did we know in what manner
those walls were built . We are ac-
quainted with no ancient mode of for -
tification , but that of broad mounds
-of eart h supp orted on the outside by a
Wall of stone or br ick. But , after all ,
the expre ssion of " the walls fal ling
down at the sound of the rams ' horns ,"
may be a figure of speech to signify
the ease with which the He brews mad e
th emselves maste rs of that city. Much
must be attribu ted to the sty le in
which a wri ter of ancient history deli-
vers his information ; we requ ire a
clue to his language to remove diffi-
culties , which without it are insupe-
rable.

A Roman autho r inform s us, Apud
Herod otu m, patre m histor i ae, eunt in-
numer abiles fabulse : many of which
might no longer be fables if we could
make a proper allowance for the man-
ner of- expre ssion to which he has at-
tached himsel f. Th us sat eh the Lord.
of Moses , is a mere fable when it is
app lied to the shape of the ark , and
the trimmi ng of the tabernacl e-cur -
tains ; but it is not so, when we regard
it as an idiom of office , a form of
speech chosen to head the new law—
somewhat like , And be it enacted , fy c.
Go on , Sir , to enlighten our minds
upon these knott y points.

Your candour and impartialit y are
in every one's mouth , nor need you
fear the censure of even the most or-

thodox , after having in so long a sue.
cession of pag^es given Us* line xx$o\\
line and prece pt upon precept , to con.
vince us that the Chur ch of Geneva Ustill Catvinistic.

w.
Ch ichesier ,

Sir J une 7, 1825.
AT the last meeting of the Unita-

rian Fund , Unitarian ism assumed
a new character , and exhibited an im-
posing spectacle. Accordin g to some
of the mos t eloquent among us , it is
no longer to creep about our villages
fearfu l of being stifled by the brea th
of slander , or by being fright ened , if
not to death , at leas t into silence
by the frown s of bigotry ; but it is to
go forth , to the dismay of err or in
Calcutta , and to work wond ers in the
British Indian dominions . No one
can rejo ice at these pros pects m ore
than I do, thoug h, I acknowled ge, I
have some doubt , whether th e tim e is
as yet come for the experiment. Those
who know me, will give me credit for
havin g been , with the humbl e tal en t
God has given me, a decided and fear-
less cham pion of this cause for ye ars,
and hence I feel the doubt I have ex-
pressed to be quite compatible wit h
the most ardent wishes , that all the
sangui ne expectations of those who
hope for much good fro m Mr. Adam 's
exertions , may be realized. His letter ,
in answer to the American queries ,
does him honour ; it shews his candour
and inte grit y ; for I thin k it is most
manifest that he cannot have over -
char ged the picture , by a too favour-
able representation of the case , for
the converts to our faith appear to
be persons of hut little influ ence.
Not that they arc a whit the wors e,
in point of moral respectability , on
this account , but this circu mstanc e
makes the prose cution of our cause
the re the more hazardous ; nor tlo I
qu ite und erstan d what securi ty we
have , that our Missionaries may not
be sent out of the country quit e as
unceremoniousl y as have been M r .
Bucking ham and others . I mean not ,
Sir , that Unitarianis m is to be made
the instrument of slil y introduc ing po-
litical subjects , but I knosv that Chris-
tianit y is, when displayed in pur ity *
eminen tly favourable to 

^
fre edom. *

think I remember Mr ; Cooper s»y i"£

336 Scruples as to the East -In dia Unitarian Mission.



once to nie, that froua this very cir-
cura stance, he conceived it could not
exist in our West-In dian colonies,
with the pre sent political regul ations
there ; and I have, upon the same
ground, some doubt whether it can
exist to any extent in India ; for
though the re is not African slavery,
there are castes, and the shre wd au-
thor of the "S pirit of Despotism*'
attr ibutes to the atmosp here of Indi a,
much of the proud , despotic prin ciple
to be met with among us. Is , the n,
the country of Nabobs more fit for
the intr oductio n of pure Christianity,
th aji that of the Pla nter ? I ask this
merel y for inform ation , which may
be useful to othe rs , perhap s, as well
$s myself, and which my worth y fri end
the Secretary for Unitarian foreign
affairs , will, perh aps, readil y afford
thr ough the medium of your pages.
I cannot help say iug, th at I think it
somewhat pre mature to at temp t great
thipgs in India , while many spots
nearer home require assistance . Much
good has been done at Port smouth by
the Southern Unit arian Fund , and
could it have extended its labours
either westward , or as far as Arunde l
eastwa rd , I think mp^e good would
have been done. It ha§ not beep in
the power of the ministers connected
with it to do more than they have ,, on
account of their offici al and stated
duties, and th ough I have mentioned
this to the Unitarian Fund , at the
request of several perso ns hereabouts ,
no assistance of the kind we wanted
has been afforded . I mention this, not
as a matt er of blame , but onlv as a
pr oof to me, that more missipnary
exert ions than h^ve $s y^t been jnade
migtit be made in our own country
with effect. The re are also thr ough-
out the coun try man y small congrega-
tion s to whom pecuniary grants to
enable them to support a minister
more comfor tabl y and more respecta -
bly than they now do, would be highly
acceptable. With thes e impressions
on my jmnd., I am not quite certain
that we ought to give the " children 's
crumbs" to others. Sincerely do I
hope, however, rthat in consequenceof a libera lity not yet shewn by the
Unitaria n body, (for I consider Up
uwiibeirs hithert o to have had inueh
more zeal tha j i charity, and to hawhee^ more talk ers than do<?rs ,) our
Nme* S^cr^Ury, ajid our foreign Se.

qretar y will hav e their haad s full y
employed, and the most gratifying
success will attend their laboa rt*

Fro 19 one of them I should be gl&d
to know, wither €€ Represetiteti&es
of Congregation s" (accordi ng" tp the
rule of the Association , 22) rn« at-
tend the meeting of the General uom~
tnitlee on the Tuesday ? It would
seem by the wordin g of the rule that
they are excluded. But will they not
be able to give the General Comixik-
tee much useful knowledge ? Quite
as much as the " Deputies of JSf a w
trice dissociations ^ Besides, in many
instanc es, there are no such associa-
tions. The same may be asked of
Honorar y Mem bers, tha t is, the minis-
ters of congr egations giving three
pounds

^ 
annual ly to the Association .

Accord ing to this rul e, they ar e to
att end on the Wednesday : I do not
know whether this or the Thursday is
intended as the great day of business ,
of worshi p, and of convivialit y, be-
cause if so, unless some arran gement
different from what has hitherto ob-
tained, be formed , ther e will be littl e
time for receiving such reports . The
rule 22 ment ions also that sermons
may be preach ed before the Associa-
tion on the ey.ening of Wedn esday,
ĵod the morning .on Thursda y. Does

this may leave this arr angement op-
tional with, the Committ ee, or is the
preachin g of the sermon s a decided
matter t

I trouble you with these remark s,
$ir , for rny own information , because
I see my friend Mr. Fox has , in his
letter , hinted that he has had intima -
tions of annual assistan ce fro m dif-
feren t places , among which is reckoned
(Jhi chester. I was not aware of this ;
not th at I mean it to be considered as
my wish , that the member s of my
flock are not to do good, or to make
good promises with out the previous
consent of thei r shep herd , but I shall
be happy b y under standing better than
1 do at present wha t we are reall y
going *)abont , to assist the cause l>y
coin inunicat .uig such infor mation to
others .

JO H N FJ ULLAGAR.

Sir ,
THE 

i C  Unita rian Fun d/' by the
rosojivrtioira J fcaa&ed , »t the late

Annive rsar y Me£$iug, will in future
be^v . a i^ew aaixie* vifc. that of The
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Britis h and Forei gn Unita ri an
Association : and , under this new
and more comprehensive charac ter
may, we hope, be capable of more
extensive usefulness. As the name
Unitarian Fund , thoug h dear to many,
will be soon nearl y lost to the public ,
the per iod has arriv ed, when a short
account of its Rise and Progress may
appear interesting to many, if not to
all your readers . I am speaking of
an institu tion that has existed nearl y
twenty years , which has received the
countenance and support of many of
the wisest and best men amongst us ;
an institution which , by its operation ,
has changed our character and cir-
cumst ances as a religious denomina -
tion , and , by havin g succeede d far
beyond all previous calculation , has
proved eminentl y useful. The origin
and progress of such an instit ution ,
whether viewed in its moral or its
reli gious effects, can never be regarded
by the lover of truth and of free in-
quiry with indifference. Bound up as
we frankl y confess our most interest -
ing associations are with its history,
it h not mere ly with a view to self-
grati fication , that this detail is here
given, but also in the hope, th at, by
giving it a wider circulatio n, good
/*nen in different parts of the world
and in future times , may, fro m the
examp le here presented , be induced
to unite and to exert themselves for
the promotion of truth and goodness—
to do something toward s promotin g
the happ iness of man, and the honour
of Almighty <*od .

Thou gh intending to confine mysel f
simp ly to an historical sketch , yet I
iind it impossible to do so without
speaking of myself, and of othe rs who
were the princi pal fellow-actors , in a
way which modesty and personal con-
sideration would not choose. But ,
as I wish to place the fac ts on record
for the good of future , rath er than
of the present times, I cannot in
justice omit to mentio n those whose
zealous exertions mainlv contributed
to establish the Unitarian Fund. Act-
ing as I belie ve I do fro m a higher
motive than that of gratif ying the
pers onal vanit y of any one, I dismiss
all furt her apology and pro ceed to
state that , for more than thir ty years ,
I have been an Unitarian , and for
many of the more earl y years of that
period was zealous beyond man y

others of mine equals. But bein#
placed in very humble circums tances,
having no advanta ges from educat ion,
and but little knowled ge, I was ena-
bled to turn my zeal to tittle account.
What I could not do myself, I regret -
ted , and sorelv regretted , to see un-
per formed by others who had all the
means and requisite qualificatio ns.
At the time of which I am now speak-
ing, 1794 or 1795, with the exception
of " The Unit arian Book Society,"
there were no societies amon gst Uni-
tarians for the fu rtheran ce of th eir
religious objects . Indeed , it must be
confessed, that so unconne cted, if not
unconcerned , did they appear , th at
they seemed in a measure to ju stify
their opponents , in the opprobri um
with which th ey were constantl y load-
ing them for "their want of zeal, as
havin g no regard for thei r own princ i-
ples, &c. &c. They had no point of
union , no united exertions for a com-
mon object. This state of thin gs was
seen and lamented by man y worth y
individual s, and often expressed pub-
licly and pri vat ely; still nothing was
done. Somethin g was wantin g, but
no one seemed to know what it was.
There was the disposition to be doing,
as subsequent events pro ved , when
there should be a properl y defined
object. I mak e these observations to
exculpate the body from the often- re-
peated charge of absolute indifference.

It required no effort of genius to
point out a remed y. A reflecting
mind could re adil y percei ve that the
united efforts so successfull y employed
by other religious bodies , could not
fail of being equall y usefu l to us.
The chief meri t, I conceive , lay not so
much in any great discovery of a re-
medy, as in pointing out the means of
its effici ent app lication : this will be
more evident in the sequel. Ma n y of
our old Pr esbyterian congregat ions
had graduall y given up the Assembl y'*
Catechism as their creed , and La d
silentl y become Avian, or , in a more
restricted sense, Unitarian. Witho ut
being indiffer ent to the importan ce of
divine revelation , th ey trust ed that ,
by a prac tical and negativ e sty le of
preachin g, and by occasionally pub-
lishing sermons and tracts , calling in
question , or giving a new view of es-
tablished doctrines ; by commentar ies
and essays, in peri odical publicati ons,
abounding with biblical research &"1*
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criticism, and all tendi ng to elicit
tru th, they should excite inquir y and
undermine rep uted Orthodoxy. To
the silent but sure opera tion of these
means they trusted for a gradual
chan ge in the public religious belief,
for they avowed their fears th at bolder
measures and greate r exertions would
onl y excite prejudice and angry hos-
tility, and thu s prevent the good that
was in pr ogress. These fears perv aded
not only our Presbyte rian churches ,
but all the persons with whom I con-
versed at the time. However wise
and prudent all this might be, it was
far from sat isfying my zealous feel-
ings and the ardent temperamen t of
my mind . I considered it little less
than a direliction of duty, and a giving
up of the vantage ground to the
enemy ; I was for acting offensively,
instead of re maining for ever ou the
defensive. €t Why/ 9 said I, " all this
cautio n and worldl y prudence ? What
great good, or benefi cial change , was
ever effected or broug ht about by this
passivene ss and gent le waiting ? What
has truth to fear ? The mind of man
is natu ra lly friendl y to it ; truth re-
quires only fair play—onl y to be heard
and seen to be loved , and to be deem-
ed wort hy of all acceptation. We
do not expect at this day that mira -
cles will be wrou ght even in the cause
of tr uth itself. It must be diffused by
common, rati ona l means . You must
expose erro r, and oppose labour to
labour , and energ y to energy , and
when you do this you must prevail.
When you see your opp onents so
abun dant in zeal and labours to es-
ta blish the notions of * a fai th with -
out rea son and a God without mercy /
except to a favoured few, and yet that
th ey are eminentl y successful ; what
might you not hope for , by proving
that true rel igion and reason ar e in
*tn ct agr eement , and come fro m the
same founta in of light ; by exhibitingthe amiabl e perf ections and boun dless
goodness of the great Fath er of all ,
and the univers al , unpurc hased loveana mercy proclaim ed in * the glo-rious gospel of the Blessed God ' !Popular preac hing seems to be themethod by which divine tr uth can bemost effectuall y prom oted and im-pla nted in the mind of man. Booksmay communica te knowledge and pr in-c«pies ,.. but not to the same practicalexte nt. For , many persons who have

deri ved much light from books , and
entertain opinions not generall y re-
ceived, may reside in the same place,
especial ly if it be large , for matiy
years together without being acqua int-
ed Wit h each other 's views, thou gh
they may all the time be sighing" for
the society of those like-minded with
themselves, and for the open and
practi cal avowal of their prin ciples'.
But pre aching not onl y communicates
importa nt truths , but also erect s a
standard round which such per sons
may rall y and where they may become
known to each othe r, concentrate their
stren gth , and act upon their princi -
ples, to their own improve ment , and
for the promotion of their common
cause. In a word, popular preach ing
was the aposto lic plan . It pleased
God , by mean s of preaching* , to save
them that believed , and to establish
the gospel dispensation in the world.
It can adapt itself to all capacities and
circumstances ; it can answe r ques*
tions , solve doubts , and remove diffi-
culties which may arise in the mindV
far better than books. The Metho -
dists and others have discovered the
great utility of the practice , and by
their perseveri ng and laudable app li-
cat ion of it , have acquired the greatest
strength and influence. They might
hav e deluged the world with books ,
but would never by tha t method have
gained the immense number of fol-
lowers they have attracted by popular
pre aching. "

This was my train of thinking , and
manner of arguing, at that distant
period , and which 1 repea tedl y urged
upo n my estimable frien d the Rev. C.
JVellbeloved, whose kindness and irv-
diligent attention to me then , I can
never forget , nor his readin ess upon
all occasions to assis t me with books ,
&c\ But he thought that we were
not yet ri pe for such a great und er-
taking. My very excellen t friends
Mr. and Mrs. Capp e, with whom I
had frequent conversat ion upon the
subject , truste d, that truth was si-
lentl y making its way, and conten ded
that we were not re ady for such open
and decided hostilit y to established
doctrines. Nothing daunte d, how-
ever , I continued to urge my plea,
until Mrs. Capp e requested me to
commit my plan to paper. This I
agreed to do, and , when finished , I
carried it to her. Ha ving peruse d
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my plan, It appeared to her in a ranch
more favourable light, and she then
advised me to send it to the Rev. T/ieo-
philus Lindzey . With this advice I
readily complied. Mr. Lindsey's an-
swer was, that he felt muck obliged
to me for the plan I had sent to him ;
it^ had his warmest approbation , and
h& would rejoice to see it carried into
.effect. At liis time of life, his great
age and infirmities prevented him froin
taking any active part in it, but he
would gladly assist those who did.

Thus had I, apparently, exhausted
all my reasoning and all my zeal in
vain. I was thrown back upon my-
self, and had scarcely a ray of hope
left. Something, however, 1 imagined
might turn up favourable to rny wish-
es : I would not despair, and in the
nj eantitn e I determined to do what I
could in my own sphere of exertion :
those among whom I then lived will
bear me testimony^ that I did not
recommend to others what I was un-
willing- to do myself. I worked hard
all the week, as I had nothing but
labour to support me. I sat lip at
nights to read, and composed the
" Narrative of the York Baptists,3'
and other works, which I published.
I preached regularly at York on the
Sunday, or went ten iniles into the
country for the same purpose ; and
this I did for many years with un-
abated zeal and without the slightest
pecuniary reward . On the contrary,
it was often attended wi th actual ex-
pense ; for wha t with loss of time and
over fatigue, I was worse off than
those in my own condition of life .
But such was my zeal , that I feared
neither labour nor consequences, de-
termined to succeed if possible in the
great object which I had in view.

DAVJD EATON.
(To be continued.)

'date Synod 1325." T&e liberal pro.
prietor of this respectable work trill,
we are persuaded, forgive the freedom
we take with his pages. E&.}

HERE is, in the meeting of thfc
Synod , a goodly sight for you

who sti ckle for the absolute necessity
of an Established Church to preserve
and propagate religion , notwithstand-
ing the example afforded by the moral
and relisficfus condition of elevren mil-
lions of your brethren on the other
side of the Atlantic. You, goad pas-
tors, who have been inducted ifito your
parishes by the gentle and most Chris-
tian-like arguments of police-batons,
fixed bayonets, and drawn swords,—
you who can prevail upon your pa-
rishioners to pay the last lippy of your
modified tithes, by the no* less kindly
persuasives of hornings and captions,
will peiliaps be a little surprised when
you are told , that, of the two millions
and ninety-three thousand people, tvho
compose the population of our coun-
try, th ere are more than three huii-
dred and forty thousand persons who,
after pay ing you for instruction ^ which
they never received, and for which,
unquestionably, they wotild netef pay,
were it not for the said exetfutorials
of the law—(thes e peace-speaking tnu
nisters of the ministers of the gospel,
hornings and captions)—support , in
addition, a priesthood of their own
choosing—a priesthood for wham no
regium donum, the pledge aftd reward
of political servility and religious in-
diffe rence, is doled out from an un-
willing* exchequer—a priesthood, all
of whose members have received an
education equal , if not superior to
your own— a priesthood which num-
bers among its ranks in the present
day more of learn ing and of zeal in
the perform ance of its duty, than you
for your life can boast of, with all
your comfortable livings, your exche-
quer-compensations, aud your Chapel-
Royal Deaneries. The names of the
llev. Dr. Jamiesofi , and of the tlev.
Dr. M'Crie, as proofs of what I aver ,
will perh aps not be absolutely strange
to you , unless you have really be-
stowed more of your tim£ than I atti
willin g to suppose, in meditating pro-
foundly on the original, and, to yotl,
most inestimable works of the learned
Procurator for the Church- fitowever ,
this is going* a step too far to -attack
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[Little is known in England of
Scottish Ecclesiastical Statistics. We
therefore lay before our readers the
fol lowing account , part of a paper in
"Tho Edinburg h Magazine," for May,
entitled " Statistical Sketch of the
present state of the Established and
Dissenting Churches in Scotland.
Spring-Meeting of the Uni t ed Asso-



evtn a small portioh tj f thht army of
the faith in Scotland, \Vhich is directly
hacked by the laws aed by the army
of the Government in Scotland. In-
stead , therefore, of preaching up the
doctrine, that an Established Church,
that is, a class of religious instructors,
known and distinguished by certain
religious tests, and receiving a fixed
allowance from Government, or from
persons whom Government compels
to pay it, is, and always has been the
greatest bane of the Christian reli-
gion ; I shall only advert very shortly
to the appearance wh ich Scotland now
presents, in reference to what may
he called the " statistics of religious
tsecls," and eond ude with some state-
ments and observations on the Spring-
Meeting of that body of Dissenters,
(or, more properly speaking, Se-
ceders,) in Scotland, which is by far
the most numerous and respectable of
the non-established churches on this
side the Tweed.

In the few details I am about to lay
before my readers, I wish it to be
understood, that I have taken the
trouble of counting off, with the aid
of a sharp-pointed pencil , from au-
thentic documents , less than a year
old , the numbers of parishes, congre-
gations, and clergymen, that I have
occasion to refe r to.

There are in Scotland nine hundre d
ahd three parish churches, and nine
hundred and seventy-two ministers
performing- religious service in these
parish churches . All of these clergy-
men are entitled to a house, offices ,
and a portion of glebe-lan d , both
equal in value, on an average * to about
40/. a-year ; and to receive, either fa om
the tithes of the parish or fro m the
Exchequer of the country , at least
150/. a-year ; some have considerably
more : those who reside in Royal
Burghs are not entitled to houses and
glebes . A. very small number , ind eed,
receive, chiefl y from ground-rents of
houses, which hav e been built on their
tf lebes , a sum not much short of a
thousand a-year ; but it may be pro-perly enough stated, that the ave rage
income of the clergymen of the Clmrchof Scotland is not above 210/., exclu-sive of their houses and glebes, which
* nave valued above at 401- a-year ;*n all 260/. 5 an inooifl fe tvhifeh thecountry does not at all grud ge tol«ctt>, especial ly when they eitt $<&n

performing tkefr religions duties st>
well, as, uj>6n th£ tviiole, they affe
performed by the Estab lished Clerg y
of Scotland.

Bat besides these 900 parish churc h-
es and 970 clergymen , ther e are * con-
nected with the Establishment, Cb&-
pels of Ease in populous parishes,
where the clergymen are usually elect-
ed b y the heads of families* and pakl
by the rents of seats, Marly in ihe
same manner as they are among Dis-
senters . The income thus arising ta
the clergymen of these chapels is
usual ly from 130£. to two or three
hundred a-year, and in some cases
even more. These Chapel s of Ease
are chiefl y used as stepping-stones tD
parish churches ; and since the magis-
trates of Edinburgh and Glasgow, and
some other large towns, have given
admission tt> so much liberalit y as,
instead of pushing forward their own
numskull nephews, and sons-in-law,
and cousins, whom, nobody would hear,
to present to valuable towrt-Uting*
only those clergymen whose accepta-
ble qualities would ensure the filling
of the pews of the church and the
purse of the town, the young meti who
display any talent in these Chapels of
Ease are sure to be soon translated
to a better and more secure living-.
Unfortunately there are only fifty-five
of these chapels, and about the same
number of pastors in them. There
are, moreover, in connexion wi th the
church, thirty-eight chapels , ahd near-
ly the same number of clergymen who
are sty led Missionaries, in various
remote districts of the Highlands.
These persons are very scantily sup-
ported by an annual allowance of
2000/. from the Crown. The 80-
ciety for propagating Christian Know-
ledge has upon its list seven chapels,
and the same number of preachers.
Forty new chapel s are about to be
erected by means of the Parliamentary
gran t of 100,000?. which was tn ad£
some time ago ; and in these chapels
it is intended that the pfeacher shall
receive 120/. a-yti ar, *and , 1 believe,
a house, and small piece of lttnd. In
connexion with the Church of Serj t-
Jand there are betwee n forty and fi fty
congregations arid clergymen in En-
gland , six in Canada* four in Imliu,
aiWt about ix do£en inoi 'fc in othefc
places abroad. J shall throw these
fore ign kirk s out of my calculation ,
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and I fi nd that Scotland is thus sup-
plied with places of worshi p, and
clergy men of the Esta blished Presb y-
teri an faith :

Cong. Mid.
Parish Churches for (in roun d

numbers) 900 970
Chapels of Ease (Ministers

chosen and pai d by Congre- >
gat ion) for 55 55

Chapels in the Highland s de-
pending on the Royal Bounty 38 38

Chapels depending on the So-
ciety for propagating Ch ris-
tian Knowledge . . . 7 7

1000 1070

Scotland thus exhibits , by a close
enumeration , one thousand places of
worship, and one thousand and se-
venty ordained and regularl y-officiating
clergymen , for a popu lation , after de-
deducting about 340,000 for Dissen-
ters , of 1,7^0,000 persons ,* at a cost,
if the estim ate I hav e mad e above is
correct , (and I believe it is rather
above the truth ,) of little more than
250*000/. a-year.

I now turn to the Dissen ters , who,
I will con fess, are rather my favour -
ites, althoug h I have not the honour
of belong ing to their bod y. The
United Associate Synod of the Seces-
sion Church (as the greatest bod y of
the Dissenters have chosen to desig-
nate themselves) requi re of their can-
didates for the office of clergy man
precisel y the same course of education
as is required by the Established
Church ; namel y, a four or five years '
attendance and stud y of the ancient
languages, mathematics , belles-lettres ,
and mora l and natura l philosop hy, at
some of the Scotch colleges, and an
attendance afterwards , during five
years , on their own Professor of The-
ology, by whom the same doctr ines
are tau ght as those in the th eological
chairs of the Established Church .
The United Synod , in reference to the
members who adhere to its commu-
nion , corresponds to the General As-
sembl y of th e Churc h of Scotland .
Its jurisd iction ? is exercised in the

* A vas t proportion of this latter num-
ber (exclusive even of very youn g chil-
dren , and superannuated and bed-ridden
per sons) will not , and , in a great mea-
sure , from want of ch urch accommoda-
tion , cannot receive religious instructio n
publicl y at all.

same manner as that of the Assembly
over the Presb yteries and kir k-ses-
sions under its inspection. The doc-
trine , ' the discipline , and form of wor-
ship, are precisel y the same in thi s
Synod as in the Establ ished Chu rch.
And the chief reasons which they had
in the year 1732, and which they still
have , for their separatio n from the
Established Chur ch, are set forth in
a short summary of princi ples Which
they published in the year 1820, to
be " The sufferance of error on the
part of the Establis hed Churc h* with>
out adequate censure : The settling of
min isters by  patr onage  ̂ in recla iming
congregations : The neglect or relax-
ation of discipline : The restrai nt of
ministerial freedom in testifying against
maladmin istration ; and the refu sal of
th e prevailing party to be reclaim ed/ 5
To persons at all acquainted wi th the
his tory of this sect, it is very clear
that they could very soon be amalga-
mated with the Established Church y
were it not for the despotic law of
patronag e, which , as it has hitherto
most unfortunate ly been administe red ,
has tended to alienate a considerable
proportion of the population of Scot-
land fro m the Established Chu rch ,
and prevented the voice of the people
fro m being heard in the appointment
of the established instructo rs , whom
they are , notwithstanding, obliged by
the law to pay . Wher ever the ri gat
of presentation , which is possessed by
an oligarch y contemptible in point of
numbers , has been exercised with dis-
crimination , and with a due regard to
the feelings of the peop le, it has been
found that dissent either dwind les into
insignificance , or drags on a sickl y
and precarious existence. The ma-
gistrates of our lar ge towns , for rea-
sons to which I have al rea d y adverte d,
now take special care in the appo int-
ments to the vacant livings in their
gift ; and the consequence is, that
dissent is there making no pr ogress,
nay, is rather on the decline . To the
honour of many patrons , and pa rti-
cularl y those of the female class, a
similar care is beginnin g eviden tly to
be taken in appointments to country
parishes ; and even patrons whose re-
gard for reli gion is held even by th em-
selves at a ver y low estimate , are cau-
tiousl y looking out , in spite of poli-
tical engagements and parti sanship8^for young men to fill their chur ched

^ S;
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wko will draw a good sum from their
congregations at the Sunday collec-
tions, and thus save the pockets of
the pr opriet ors from assessments for
the poor , and dimilar parish burdens.
Sordid interest is thus made to ad-
vance th e cause of religion ; and it is
very eviden t , tha t if a similar spiri t
had disp layed itself a century ago,
the re is litt le probability that we
should ever have had any thin g more
tha n a very small handfu l indeed , of a
nonulation separate fro m the commu-
nion of the National Chu rch. What
I have said of the education , the doc-
tri ne, the jurisdic tion , and disci pline
of the clergy men of this Synod , ap-
plies equall y to a small sect of Pres-
byter ian Pu rit ans , calling themselves
the Reforme d Presb ytery ,—to the As-
sociate Synod, which, till very latel y,
was one with the United Associate
Synod,—to the Ori ginal Burg her As-
sociate Synod ,—to the Constituti onal
Presbyte ry, and to the Synod of Re-
lief. All the se sects differ scarce ly an
atom from one anothe r in any point ,
and all of them differ from the Es-
tablis hed Chu rch , substantial ly only
in one point , the rejection of patron -
age, and in th is other rather impor -
tant respect also, th at they deri ve
their incomes solely from the peop le
who att end their churches , withou t
the power of compellin g them to pay
longer than Uiey choose to continue
receiving the benefit of their instruc-
tions. The onl y other Dissenters
fro m the Church of Scotlan d worth
noti cing" , are , 1st , The members of
the Scottish Episcopal Communion ,
some of whose ministers are graduates
of the great English Universities , and
are men , all of them possessing a high
cha ract er for their attainm ent s, th eir
zeal , and their piety ; 2dl y, The Inde -
pen den ts , or those belonging to the
Congregational Union in Scotland ;
and , 3dl y, Ro man Catholic s, the mi-
niste rs of whose church , in thi s coun-
t ry, are , with scarcel y a single excep-
tio n , re mark able for the pu rit y and
simp licit y of their lives and conduc t ,
and th e great moderation and libe-
ra lity of their sentiments. Methodists ,
whose clergy are general ly very ill—
educat ed men , and who, to the sham e
of the Church of England , abound in
such overpowering number s in that
countr y, are quite insignificant , in
numbe rs or respe ctabilit y, in Scot-

land. Quakers , Unitarians , Baptist? ,
Jews , and a few other nondescri pt
sort of sects of religionists , exist in
small numbers in some of the larger
towns in Scotland.

In the numbers of congregation*
and minist ers , these sects respect ively
stand thus :

Cong. Min.
1. United A ssociate Synod of

the Secession Church , 328 275
2. Associate Synod . . . .  19 11
3. Original Burgher Associate

Synod 46 32
4. Constitutional Presb ytery . 16 10
5. Synod of Relief . . . .  82 80
6. Reformed Presb ytery . . 27 IS
7. Scotttsh Episcopal Union 66 70
8. Other Episco palians , not

of the Scottish Ep iscopal
Union . . . . . .  6 7

9. Inde pendents , or the Con-
grega t ional U nion of
Scotland 72 68

10. Roman Catholics * . . .  58 46
11. Other sects uncertain , but

not probabl y exceeding . 50 40

760 657
In this enumeration are includ ed ,

howeve r, thirty -five congregations and
clergymen in England connected with
the United Synod, and other five in.
Ireland connected with the third -
named class of Dissenters. We shall
there fore find , after makin g th is de-
duction , that there are , as near as citu
be calculated , (and 1 vouch for the
correctness of the ten first -mentioned
classes of this list,/ about 720 Dis-
senting congregations in Scotland , and
nearl y 620 Dissentin g clergymen .
The discrepan cy between the numbers
of congrega tions and clergymen arises
from the circumstance of a good many
of the congregations being unable to
give full support to a regular clergy-
man , althoug h the people keep to-
gether in the different places, and re-

Cong. Miiu? By the Roman Cathol ics,
Scotlan d is divided into two
districts—the Lowland and
the Highland . In the Low-
land District , there are one
Bishop and one Bishop-co-
adj utor 37 28

Highland District , one Bishop 21 18

Toge ther , 58 46
The Episcopalians divide Scotland into

six dioceses.
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csive auch occasional «i*pplies of 3&-
«tructioQ as their own nfeans, ojv the
^position of their respective church^
€$tu$tj 5,- (mn afford to them : some sects
have no clergyman.
„ Thfise.sî  hundred and twenty Dis-
#fntij i£ clergymen enjoy incomes from
their respective congregations, oj i ao
average, I believe , of about 130/. or
135/. a-year, including in this the esti-
mated yearly value of a house and
garden usually provided by the con-
gregation, which may be worth 15/. or
20/. yearly, making the actuall y paid
money-stipend about 110/. or 1 15/. a-
year. But in towns containing- above
1Q,OOQ inhabitants, the incomes are
much larger-— in some instan ces a-
mo unting to three or four hundred a-
year. Some cong regations of the
Scottish Episcopal Communion re-
ceive much support fro m a number
of the oldest and most wealth y fami-
lies in this country, as well as from
rich pnglish families, who ar e now
emigratini;* into Scotland in considera-
ble numbers every year ; and the in-
come of a part of their clergy, derived
from voluntary contributions , is more
than double that of the average sum
received by the clergy of the Esta-
blished Church frp m a compulsory
assessment. Notwithstanding 1 these
instances, however, I do not think I
err much in fixing the average in-
come of the 620 Dissenting ministers
of Scotlan d at 130/. a-year each.
This vvill give a little more than
80,000/. a-year, voluntarily paid by
the people of Scotl and for reli gious
instruction, in addition to the 250,000/.
which they are forced by law to pay
to the Established Church ; a sacrifice
scarcely any part of which would they
h ave been called upon by their con-
sciences to mak e, had i t not been for
the disgraceful re-enactment of the
law establishing1 the right of patron-
age, in 1712.

The Dissenters in .Scotland sp an to
be extremely inattentive to thp statis-
tics of the j r various .ch u rches. A good
lesson in this respect might be der ived
by them from their brethre n , the Me-
thodisti , m -Ertgland . At the Annual
Conferences of these- Methodists , the
Clergymen fro m every congregation in
their connexion , carry or send up the
$&acitlnu nrber belonging to each con-
%f»M^ott ti^dufohfeni tlja t fca? (r died,
or fmvey 'jmneH 'Siv their comniufriwn.

and various "^her^ Betaik :̂ ; extreme
importance, if propferf y considered, to
the prosperity of their association .
By tables of the kind, which rnay be
easil y drawn up from such returns,
the state of a whole church , or of any
particular portion of it may be seen
at a glance. One great end would
be served by demanding such an an-
nual return fro m every clergyman in
the communion of the Scottish Dis-
senters—>they would all be stimulated
to the utmost to do their duty faith-
fu lly and zealously, not only as in the
sight of their God, but in the sight of
every member of their own church,
and in the sight of the world. Such
statistical details, and full reports of
all the proceedings of their church
courts, should be regularly prin ted
and distributed among their own
flocks, and in the world at large. This
conduct is what the state of national
opinion now demands. But in t?he
absen ce of such tables, which I trust
the Dissenters need not be ashamed
to produce, I shall state what are
their numbers, with as close an ap-
proximation to truth as my present
data and inducti ons will permit.' t
have found that the whole congrega-
tions amount to 720. It has been
seen that - above one hundred of these
are without pastors, because they can-
not fully support them. Now I con-
ceive that none of these hundred con-
gregations can contain above two of
three hundred individuals, and indeed
that, if I am right in my statement,
that 130/. is the average income of a
Dissenting clergyman, I am of opi-
nion that it may fairly be deduced
from this fact, that the average num-
ber in each of the 720 congregations
is 500 souls, or 100 families of five
persons each. The persons who com-
pose the great majority of Dissenting
congregations belong to th e lower
grades of life ; and when I say that
each of the five hundred individual s,
young and old, who compose a con-
gregation , can only afford to pay about
5s. a-year for the support of A clergy-
man , -besides 2,?. a- year for the sup-
port of the poor, by a weekly con-
tributio n of a halfpenny at the dfror of
the church , which I know to be the
practice and the pride in these coni-
gregations of the pb6r£M maft *rt
thdW; < r;st#l Goitre! vfe>Y near ^hat I
TOn&dcrfeil to > Wkh&. aVert#e atil*^
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of the clergy * five shillings a-year
from each of 500 contributors yields
125/. a-year for the support of the
pastor, and upon this understanding I
may safely say, that , on an average ,
each of the 620 congregat ions with
fixed pasto rs, contains 600 persons ,
and that hence the whole Dissenting
populatio n of Scotland , who have fixed
pastor s, must amount to 310,000, and
with the add ition of the 100 congre-
gations which have no pastors , and
which may pro bably be taken at an
average of nearly 300 each, we shall
find tha i abou t 340,000 persons be-
long to Dissenting 1 sects in Scotland *
I ra ther thin k that this is considerab ly
below the trut h ; but it is impossible
to atta in positive accurac y in such a
calculation, unless the respective class-
es of Dissenters should undertak e to
order a census of their people.. Let
me ventu re to hope, that they will see
the proprie ty of such a measure , both
lor their own satisfaction and that of
the public.

Such a body of Dissent ers in the
midst of an Establis hed Church , al-
though apparentl y set in opposit ion
to it, is - yet its greatest friend . The
utter apat hy into which persons , with
a sure and stead y income, are seen so
often , nay, so unifor mly to fall , when
not roused by opposition , or contrast
to their own conduc t, would have long
ere now shed its drowsy influences
upon our Established clergy, to a
much greater extent than it has done ,
had it not been for the positive know-
ledge and zeal of Dissenters, whom
they saw around them, with no such
ad vanta ges of a sure and permanen t
income, it gave me no small plea-
sure to hear this same sentiment come
f ro m the lips of two of the most sin-
cere and able friends and ministers of
the Church of Scotlan d, at a public
meeting last summer . They acknow -
ledged, with that true liberality which
is always chara cteris tic of the Chris -
tian whose heart is on the right side,
the obligations under which the Church
of Scotlan d lay to the Dissenters.
" These men," said Lord Balgray, on
the Bench, a few months ago, whenhe had occasion incidenta lly to speakof the non-establishe d clergy, " These
men seldom come before us and the
public in this Court ; but I, as well as
n^ariy others, can give my testim onyto the silently beneficial effects of

theft- trfous and useful labour s in the
midst Tof their congregations ."

The Dissenters are often taunted
with the violent animo sities which are
sometimes pro duced in their congre -
gation s by a division of sentim ent as
to the choice of a pastor. For my
own part , I confess I like occasion-
ally to see a litt le wholesome squab-
bling, when it is not carri ed too far ;
at all events , I pref er being occasion*
ally exposed to the chan ce, which in
prac tice is but ra re, of some pretty
fierce discussion , whether I carried
my point or not, to the dead calm,
and slavish and irreligious lukewarm*
ness* which is almost uniformly pro-
duced in a congregation when a pa-
tro n, perhaps a reckless deba uchee,
or something no better , thr usts into
their pulpit a person whom they never
saw before, and who, coming upon
them as from a pollut ed hand, may
well be suspected, notwithstan ding all
Certificates of due qualification , of
part icipatin g in the debasing qualities
of his patro n-

Bolton,
Sir , Ju ne 11, 1825.

BEFORE I submit some additiona l
remark s in defence of Ord ination

Services, I wish distinctly to avow my
hostility to all those corru ptions which,
under the name of religious obser-
vances , have arreste d the progress of
truth , or linked it with degradin g su-
perstitions * As friendly to mora l
emancipation from all spir itual domi-
nion, as either your corres ponde nt
Mr. Johns , (pp . 282—284,) or his
auxiliary, R. A, M. (pp. 280—282);
as jealous of all foreign interfe rence,
whether of ministers or laity, with the
internal affairs of our religious com-
munities : and as desiro us to see the
abandonment of all anti -christi an prac-
tices, I feel myself called upon to re-
concile these views with the cont inu-
ance of the service which has originated
this discussion.

It may be proper also to premise,
that as I did not adopt , ana do not
approve , so I shall not feel myself
bound to defend, those corrup t cere*,
monies which the pomp and super sti-
tion of rival churche s have appended
to this service. The Romish and En-
glish and Calvinistic clergy, in the
perf ormance pf Ordin ation , assume an
authori ty which appears to me aa ii&«.
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of pra yer and the laying on of bands,
Acts vu 6f 8, Elders were orda ined
ia Lyatra , Ieoniuin and Antioch, by
iWting and pra yer, eh. xiv. 23. Ti-
ro o thy wa& ordained by the laying- on
of the hand * of the Presbytery , 1 Tim.
iv. 14. From which accounts I infer
that some religious service accompa-
nied the appointm ent of public teach -
ers in the purest age of the church.
It has been ar gued that these times
were distinguished from ours by the
supernatural powers which the apto-
tles were empowered to confer. The
emblematic act of this communication
of gifts was the laying on of hands.
So that , if this part of the service be
omitted , the act of prayer remains ,
together with the personal instruc -
tions—certainl y neither less necessary
nor less decoro us for us who acknow -
ledge the same Father in heav en, and
who are but frai l beings without any
help, in an ard uous office , but what
we can derive from human sources.
The letters which Paul wrote to his
younger fellow-labourers , Timoth y and
Titus , are admirable specimens of
apostolic instruction , sufficient almost
in them selves to justif y the imitation
of such a prac tice in all after times*

How long miraculous powers were
continued in the church , is not essen-
tial to the present question. As soon
as they ceased, of cours e the qualifi -
cations for pr eaching the gospel would
be acquired in a different way ; and
this chan ge of circu mstances would
naturall y introduce corresponden t
change s both in the manner of pre -
parin g and appointin g minis ters . If
the spiri t of the practice is preserved ,
we shall best consult its utilit y by
ada pting the manner of observin g it
to our own time and countr y.

The pre ceding rema rk s will, I trus t,
sufficientl y establish one of my former
observations , that a public religious
service , at the introd uction of a young
man into the ministry, is beneficial in
its tendency, and eminentl y scriptural
in its practice.

How far it is calculated to serve the
caurfe of religion, is a question which
migiit well deserve a separate conside-
ration . As the followers of Chris t,
and a branch of his universal church , I
cannot but regard it as high ly becom-
ing our profession to distingu ish such
im importan t connexion as the union
*f a mmieter and a congregati on, with

a special devotional service, neither
overlooking the spirit not the letter
of the Apostle's exhor tation , " ift
every thin g, by praye r and supplica -
tion with thanksg iving, let your re-
quests he known unto God/' Whi le
the general use of this service among
Unitarians would tend to remove the
charge of religious indiffer ence which
has been brou ght against us, we might ,
by makin g it rational and public, stre -
nuousl y oppose those super stitiou s
additions which still accompany k in
many of our churc hes, and in time
introduce a form of Ordination or In-
auguration , or any thing else that it
may be called , in every way reasonabl e
and acceptable to the general bod y of
Christians.

FRANKLIN BAKER.

Clapton,
Sir , Jane 14, 1825.

f  | ^HERE are two very different
JL questions , each important to Uni-

tarians , which appear , so far as I have
any judgment of them , to be now
set at rest by the discussions in your
pages.

The firs t, and by far the most im-
portan t question , as a consistent ad-
herence to princi ple is to be estimated
above the security of pr operty, re-
spects the late attempt to revive among
Unitarians the cere monies of Ordina-
tion, which they had suffered to fal l
into disuse. That such an at temp t
was well designed cannot be doub ted ,
fro m the respectabilit y of tlie young
ministe r who proposed himself to be
ordained , and of those who lent the
assistance of their talents and charac-
ters to the success of the project.
Yet I question whether such a proje ct
would have been entertained in the
19th century, by Unitarians , or, in-
deed, by any other Protesta nt Dis-
senters , if the Nonconformists in the
1 7th century, had not separat ed from
the Episcopal Establishment und er
Presb yterian , rather than under popu-
lar infl uence. I re fer not to such as
the modern misnamed Presbyter s, like
my friend Dr. Ki pp is, or that eminent
person to the collection and illust rati on
of whose writings I have cheerfully
devoted several of ray later year s, but
to the pr iest writ large of Milton ;
to such as Baxter and Bates. These,
and indeed all the English Presby ter s
of their day, iijte those of the Nor tte ra
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Estab lishment, maintained the minis-
ter's superiority to the people, as
really, though not so vexatiousl y, as
did Laud or Sheldon.

Tha t such Presbyters , when demur-
ring to Episcopal ordin ation , should
have contrived to guard their own
assumpt ion, from the encroachments
of Chr istian equality, by an ordi nation ,
alike fitted to distinguish the minister
from the people* was natural ly to be
expected \ nor is it surp rising that a
people, of whom, probabl y, a very
large majority could not read the
Bible for themselves, should have
rea dily admitted such a disti nction.

You have recorded (XVI, 134, col.
1) as the opinion of <€ Mr. J ohn Fox,"
that " Mr . Hallet had high notion s
of the ministerial power. '1 I had oc-
casion to shew, (p. 222,) in a note on
that passage, how Mr. James Peirce
also had maintained , as lat e as 1716,
as if he were living in the apostolic
age of miracl es, that " Presbyters
are to jud ge of men's qualificatio ns
for the sacred office ," because '* we
read of the laying on of the hands
of the Presb ytery, but never of the
lay ing on of the hands of the people,"
and because we cannot " find the least
intimation , that the apostles acted in
the people's name , when the y ordained
ministers. "

I am quite aware that my respec ted
frien ds, who sanctione d by their con-
curr ence the late ordin atio n, are as
rea dy as any one to smile at the
recollection of those abs urd prete n-
sions which render ridiculou s, for a
moment , even such names as Ha llet
and Pe irce ; though , such pr etension s
once assumed and admitte d, noth ing
can be more consistent than ordination .
Vet it must always have been ill-con-
trir ed that the young aspiran t to the
rank of an ordained minister should
have been obliged to listen to the
counsel of Christian experience , called
mtharge, while standin g up, a spectacle
to a lar ge congregation , instead of re-
ceiving such counsel in the less em-
barr assing form of a priva te intervie w,
or a fr iendly correspondence. Nor
was it very decorous that a congre -
gation, to whom the sermon was espe-
cially addre ssed, should be lectured
before their neighbours , on the con-
duct it became-them to observe to-
^

Hr dR the youog minister whom they
Ja ad chosefc* k- -*¦ ¦- n

I tr ust, hdtfe veiv thai the tote at-
tempt if d revive the semblance 6$, <&-
dinai ion among Unita rians,';*$& W m *
last ; from a growing codvt ^io|S tli^t
such forms, wit,h whate ver gt&flfit*iti&&
qualifications they may feteriW&tN^&~
nied, are calculated to encour age what
those who assisted on that occs»it>n
would, on the discovery of such a ten-
dency, be among the firs t to disap -
prove. We wutit> indeed , if we would
maintain Christian equality, nothing to*
enhance the distin ction Between mi-
nister and people, but rather every
thing which can be fairly applied to *
contrar y pur pose.

The other questio n to which I re-
ferred is that respecting "- "the ' pro-
ject of the Lancashire Caivinists for
depri ving Unitarians of thei r places of
worshi p.5' These assumed children of
light, as if they had been in consulta-
tion with the children of this world,
and thus had become wiser in their
gen era tion, have been contriv ing, it
seems, to save the expense of building
chapels , by ente rin g upon and possess-
ing those of the Unitar ians . In reading
my friend Mr. Hunter 's very satisfac -
tory stateme n t of this questio n, I was
reminded (p. 261) of some letters
from Mr. Jollie to Mr. Heywood , in
the British Museum. They form part
of a large " Collection of original
letters of bishops , divines , and learned
men, formerl y belonging to Ralph
Thoresb y, and( bought at the sale of
his Mus eum by Dr. BirCh .ft

A copy which I took of one of the
letters is at your service. It appears
fro m one of your ear ly volumes, (VI.
9,) that Mr. Jollie " succeeded Mr.
Franklan d, who died in 1698, as Tutor
in the Academy at Attercliffe ."

J. T. RUTT.

Nov. 29thy 1700.
Ever -honoured and dear Sir,

You wil excuse me if I say the
tr uth , the souUrefre shmcnt I had un-
der your roof, in my last retu rn from
Lancashire , gave me the livelyest
adumbration of the society above, yt
ever I found in pri vate conver sation
any where ; but I must forbear , les.t I
trespass : my ver y heart rejoicstfy to
hear of you, or see your lines, yet ,I
would not think of y.oy above wha t }s
meet ; if I can pr& y, ydu stare largely
in that kind of r^meinbrnn^e^tha ^yau
may yet ace more of God  ̂ salvation,
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these thoughts to the considerat ion of
our Unitari an bre thren , not doubt ing,
that the more we manifest our zeal
for pur Saviour , the more easi ly shall
we correct the misappreh ensions of
those of our breth ren, who, in exaltin g
him to be God, dimi nish in fact our
rela tionship to hi in, and deprive him
of the honour to which he is justl y
entitle d*

W. FREND -

laid aside from public sen ice whether
by this or whatsoeve r other means.
It would give n^e pleasure to lear n
that God was pleased to bless you
with more estab lished health , either
fro m yoursel f or Mr. Fawcett , to whom
please to presen t the cordial respects
of,

Dear Sir,
Your obedient, humble servan t,

S. RE ADER.
P. S. The following and other let-

ters ment ioned above , kept Mr. Brow n
and the best of our Dissenters from
qualifying.

Northamp ton, Nov. 5, 1750.
My dear Friend and Brother ,

Two things have concurred to ,pre -
vent my returnin g an earlier answer
to your important letter ; the one,
th at it was SQxinaportant as to require
some maturity of deliberation ; the
other , that a pain in iny right arm ,
which confine ^ me to my chamb er,
when I received at, mad e it that time
very difficult for me to write . * * * *
Yet lest I should seem to shelter my
indolence under the veil of modesty ,
which is no uncommon case ; I will
give you a f ew lines as to rny own
view of the matter , which I have can-
vassed the more carefull y out of re-
gard to the excellent character pf that
wort hy person , at whose desire you
consulte d me; and because good Mr.
Blake, fro m who m I have received a
letter on the occasion , teHs me the
que stion affects many places, and that
Mr , Brown 's determination either
way, will have a considerable influ-
ence on many more .

I pre sume not absolutel y to deter -
mine the question , which I am the
more unwi lling to do, when I consider
how widely several most excellent
men have been divided in their opinion
about it. Colonel Gardiner made no
scrup le at all of taking the test.
Those very great men , Mr. Howe and
Dr . Bates, I think very unhapp ily for
the Dissenting interest , strong ly urged
Sir Thomas Abney to do it. Cap tain
Ekins thre w up his commission, when
he ear nestl y desired fro m the most
Christ ian motives to keep it ; and
when I pleaded , as I then did, for ms
submit ting to it , he answered, " *
know too well what the weight of
guilt h, to venture on any considers

362 Original Letter from Dr. Doddridge te Rep * J ob Orton9 on

Birmingham,
Sir , June 6, 1825.

1 
INCLOSE you a copy of a letter
of Dr . Dodd rid ge, which came to

me among other papers of his candid
and consistent biograp her the Rev. Job
Orton. It may be acceptable to your
readers to see in what light the writer
viewed the comp liance with the test
requ ired by the unhol y alliance of
Church and State. A recent instance
of a gentleman , not of the sect by law
established, qua lifying for a secular
purpose , which has occasioned much
notice in this neighbourhood , induc es
me to send it to you, and as it ap-
pears ,' by the accompany ing remark s,
to have been at tended with good effect
at the time, it may have a similar
beneficia l effect in induc ing others to
ponder well before they take a similar
step.

TABELLIO.

f Fare ham, Dorset, Oct. 8, 1768.
Deah Sir ,

I am sorry to have so long delayed
sending you a copy of the following
lette r of Dr. Dodd ridge's as desir ed by
Mr. Fawcett, which was owing to its
being among many other papers where
I did not expect to find it, after I had
spent much tim e in looking over
others where I expected it. If you
wished for this copy for the sake of
the subject of it , I have also by me
letters on the same occasion from
Messrs * Barker and Pearson , which
are at your servi ce : but if you have
any thoug hts of publishin g any of the
Dr: 's letters , or choose it on any pther
account because it was his, you here
have it with the omission of two or
thre e lines which were too complai-
sant on what I had wro te. I thank
you, dear Sir, for the important ser-
vice you have done by publishi ng so
much, lamenting' that you should be



tioi*, *o WPi 4& risque tut incurring:
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I will aot, as J said above, take
upon me to dstetTaiffe for aito tftelf ;
biit I appreh end tile foUowihg consi-
derat ions deserve to be weired hf
one whom Pr ovidence calls to deter -
mine for himself.

But I must first pr emise, that I here
go on the supposition , that the person
deliberating has a previou s persuasion
tha t ther e is nothin g absolutel y un-
lawful in commun icating with the
Estab lished Church ; and yet that it
is not generally eligible, and so little
so, that he has hot thou ght fit, at
least of lfete. to do it, when no such
occasion as its being a qualification
for an office has occurred : for I sup-
pose tha t if the contrar y were either
way the case, there would be now no
such consultation about it.

It must therefore be considered j u t
the present ease, whether the advan -
tageous consequences attending a com-
pliance , will cdunterb ^lance the in-
convenience which ipay probab ly re-
sult frbm it : X mean , not simply frota
takin g the communion at the Esta-
blished Churdli , but takin g it as a
test .

On the side of a compliance, 1 think
the jmiH>ij>&l krj ^mentd kre these- 1,
The suppdrt whic^-tnay be gjvfen by
this means on the one hand to the
present Government , and on the other
to the Dissenting icwse, wjii^h may
be by rti is more powerfu lly supported ^
2. The m6re effecttrai sunnrexsion of
pr ofanene ss and immoralit y, by the
aut hority to be thus acquir ed. I do
not mention as a 3rd argument the
pr omotin g of mutu al caiidbii r between
the Churc h and the Dissenters ; be*-
cause, so f^r as I can observe , the
chur ch people ar e exasperate d rath er
than conciliated by 'siucn compliances,
and speak more tespectfull y of those
that decline them , than of those whogQ thus far , and no farther.

On the other hand there are opposite
aspects to be considered , whicli are ofsuch weight that I confes s they wouldetRictual ly discourage me , though I
pr etend not to mjake wy Tiews a
stan dard for others in thi s case or any
other. But it is necessar y here to
consider, and so far as may be tocoinpute ,. V, The inftuence that a com-
Pran ce may have on countenancing,and so per petuat ing, this gr ievous test

which bears so hard oft t«ttder con-
^tf^nee ,̂ 'and beyond *11 cctott «oter» f
tends do much to the dishtmour of
f isMgwn. In proportion to the ̂ €j?w^
hi which I c#um ¦ wfeh td he rfjte to
repeat it, I okigfit to b* 6totfeu ^ *o^
I encourage it. Notlmf^ s^enas so
likdy  ̂ way to break it as a rfe^lut©
resistanc e : had the Dissenters lo a
man refused to act uridei 4 it, I befie*0
the ministry would Ion ̂  

since have
seen it necessar y, everi for their owa
security, to have abolished it. If it
be said; the number of plaees which
woifld be affected one way or another
is $o small, as to be beneath th  ̂no*
tice of a ministry ; 'tis obvious to an-
swer, that this overthrows the chief
argument in favour of a compliance.
Ministers of state can compute our
comparative importance to them , bet*
ter than we: and rf they think us df
less importance than we really are ^
and by despisitig us huH ; th^mselires^as 3ir Robert Walpole evidently did^
they must than k themselv es. Blessed
be God , ttoe thron e is not like to
fall with any set of lpiaisters , and
their ' successor s may be wiser. Our
fronds must consider, 2, Tbe reproach
which may be broug ht on the Dis-
senters by a supposed interested com*
pliance one way ; as well as by an uin-
reasonabl e stiffness , the athet. P^-
ple vrtll say, that it either does or does
not violate consciences to cotnrtiiiht -
cate tt ritK the Establis hed Church : if
it does, why do we ever dolt ? If ifc
does not , why do we keep up a sepa-
ratio p ? Ai^d few will be intelHgetit or
candid erioti gli to enter iij to the dis-
tinction between doing it occasiona lly
and constantly ; or, knowing the
meanness of the motives by wliich
they themselves are governed , to be-
lieve ours to be so ndb le and se pure
as we pre tend. 3. The degree ia
which a compliance may eiabold en
some Dissente rs or othsr ,̂ t*> Ap~
proach the sacred ordinance in ques-
tion merely on secular views, and to
act as if they thoug ht that what is
sacred in it were ann ihilated when it
is thus used . When I Iiave seen how
rea dily perha p s a little place ha^
brought some to tha t tabl e at churc h,
wlien^ though in judgmeiit tl^y wiere
Dissenters , no ednsitte ^tion; could
prevai l upon them t6 ente r into church
coin muittoii amongs t us; I oyvn I a

^minclined to lay no small str  ̂on this,

Dissenters taking th ^ Sacramental l Test. &B&
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Psa lm lxviii. 19, in the LXX., will ac-
knowledg e. Nor was the Ajtostje
constrai ned to mak e* on all occasions ,
exact ly the same position of his
words .* Eras mus placed a comma
after <rapK <x>; and we are not ashamed
of the authority of " that great , in-
iured name."

On Coloss* i- 15, &c, Dr. Spry
offers some criticisms that will hard ly
bear a rigid scrutiny. The idea of an
identi ty of ran k and nature , is abso-
lutely excluded by the distinction
whlqn PaiU draws between tlie invisi-
ble God and the image of the invisible
tiod j while the whole context of the
passage shews thai it is not the xaate -
rial crea tion of wiach xbe Apostle
speaks* t€ Thing s that are in heaven
and th^t are in earth y' mean, in the
phr aseology of the yvnter of thi s Epis-
tle, Jews and Gentiles * We state the
fact delibera tely, and under the sane*
tion of an author whose learni ngs
judgment and impart iality will not be
fightly questioned , f-

But, adds Dr. Spry, " St. Paul, in
naa ny passages of his Epistles, de-
clares that divine worshi p is due to
Christ $ and represents him as pro -
claimed in heaven and earth as an
object of devotion." The select
preache r* most unfortuna tely for him-
self, instances in Philip, ii. 9—11.
To that very passag e we app eal, as
one of those which teach the contrar y
doctrine. Had we not long been sen-
sible of the correctness and force of
the maxim, Nil admirari ! botji in
theol ogical discussions, and in ordi -
nary life, we might be astonished at
this gentleman 's acquiescenc e in the
received transl ation of a part of the
tenth verse,, and at his conclusion
from tfie Apostle 's language. Paul's
Word s are , \vql ev Ttp qvq p an lyja re icotv
yow jca/Ai//^ How ought the pre posi-
tion zv to have been rendered ? Let
the answer be Archbishop Seeker 's : \

# In the examples eked under the pre -
ceding note we discern some litt le variety,
in this respect.

j r  Ernesti J. A, E. Opuscula Theolo-
glca, (ed, 2*,) pp. 397, &c. The same
criticis m occurs in Locke on the Epistles,
JEphes. i. 16, note] : and ft has been
illustrated in the late Rev. Robert Tyr-
whites masterl y Tract , <c On the Crea -
tion of all Things by the Man Christ
Jf edns '*

I Sermons. (3d at ,) Vol. 111. 344.

356 Reviews—Spry*s Two Sermon * before the University of Oxford.
€€ Every knee shall bow in his name ;
£pr so it should be translat ed, not at
Ws name—to bow the knee in the
naine of Jesus , is to pray in his name."
This passage, then , instead of declar -
ing that divine wors hip is due to
Christ , instead of representi ng him as
pro claimed in heaven and earth as an
object of devotion , holds him forth ,
on the other hand , as the Mediator .
(1 Tina. ii. 5,) throu gh whom Chris -
tian worshi p must be offered , and
Christian devotion exercised.

Neithe r caii the select pfeacher,
with justness , rely en 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9,
as sanctioning worship to J ^stis Chri st.
We contend , firmly, yet humbl y, that
no act of worship  is thete mentioned .
The word rendered besott&A i * has
neithe r in the original nor in the tra ns-
lation that specific import. If Dr.
Spry will consult the res pective con-
eordances of Tromm and Schmidt, he
wHl perceive that othe r words are
usually approp riated to the sense of
pray er and sacred homage A Paul was
especiall y and pre-eminentl y the ser-
vant of Chris t, who called hiifo , by a
miracle ,J to the faith and ministry of
the gospel, and by whom h6 was fa-
voured , at different times , with mo-
mentous communication s and assur-
ances, in vision . It was upon an
occasion of this kind that the language
on which Dr. Spry places so undue a
weight fell from our Saviour and from
his apostle. Now Christians are in-
structed to present their petitions and
adorations to an unseen Being. Yet
in the case under consideration the
being- addressed was visible. Where
is the evid ence that Paul evet add ress-
ed him, when he was not the obje ct of
sense ? It follows, there fore , that no
relig ious worship  was now ojfered \ and
that we have hiere no proof of our
Lord' s deity.

The rest of Dr. Spry *s second dis-
course , will not requi re any particu lar
animad versions. We take our leave
of his " Two Sermons ," and shal l
eive some account of his remark s on
Mr. Belsfcam 's New Tr anslatio n and
Exposition , &e.

This gentleman is accuseds by the
' '̂ ' ' "̂m — ' '  ' *" r~ m ¦—' mi' ¦¦ '̂  ""» ¦' — ¦ v" ¦ ¦» ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦'»»— 
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* Uct$>€xa ?iG<ra.
¦f v. g. deof *,oa9 Xar p evu.
J Mon. Repos. XIX. 613, 614. The

studen t may be interested by the com-
meat of JCttf uoel on Acts ix 3, #c.



select prea cher , of being the advocate
of " forced and strained interpreta -
tions." A charge niost indefinite and
unsuppo rted 1 By " forced and stra in-
ed interpretations " an ecclesiastical
dispu tant means interp retation s widely
differing fro m those which he himself
embrace s. With out attempting any
general review or confu tation of Mr .
Belsham 's work , Dr. Spry underta kes
to examine his commentary upon the
severa l texts adduced in the preceding
sermons.

Of these passages the first is Rom.
i. 3, 4. For the just explanation of
it, the select preacher refers again to
Allix's visionary hypothesis , and gra -
tui tous sta tements , and , moreover ,
avails himself of a long and irrelevan t
quot ation from the writings of Bishop
Bull. If Pau l is permitted to be his
own expositor , there will remain no
doubt that a capital proof of the Mes-
siahship of Jesus of Nazareth was his
resurrec tion fro m the dead ; and that
hence, as well as for other reasons , he
is ter med " the Son of God." The
Apostle's language , on this subjec t,
in the beginning of the Epistle to the
Romans , must be compare d with Acts
xiii. 33, and with ii. 24—37 ; from
which portion s of the New Testamen t
it receives the cleares t illustration.

We have alread y submitted to our
re aders a translation of some of the
intro ductory verses of the Epistle : we
have shewn that the meaning of the
wor ds koltcx. crap Ka is, 4€ by natural
descent ," and of the phras e Tzvavjia,
dy iacvyyj <;, " sacred insp iration ." In
these points we full y agree with Mr.
Belsham ; thoug h we are friends to a
tra nslatio n more literal than his , and
less para phrastical . The matter has
been treate d in the happi est way by
the incompara ble Lardner. We shal l
give a refer ence below to his exposi-
tion of the tex t ; * as well as to an
observation of Loeke's.f

The select preacher censure s Mr.
Belshara for supposed injustice to the
Apost le's statemen t in^Gal. iv. 4— 7.
I>r. Spr y has the luckless fate of being
again confro nted by an Arch bishop.
IN ewcome, one of the best theolo giansof any age or countr y, renders to
nty p cciAcc T8 xp ovq, in his margin , by" the full time/' So does Waketield :so does Mr. Belsham ; and , while to
• Works, Vol. XL (1788), 116, 117,
t On Ron. i. 4.

our taste or per haps to our habite , Dot
to say our prepossessions , t&e words.
" the fulness of the time/' rather ap-
prove themselves, we perceive no solid
difference in the meaning. It is with
good reas on that the author of the
€€  Exposition ," &c, refers to ver . the
second of the chapter , for an unques -
tionable comment on the phrase. The
completion of the pup ilage of the
church , (Acts vii. 38,) under the Taw*was the time determined in the Divine
counsels , from eternit y, as the aera of
the Son of God' s coming into the world *

What does Dr. Spry intend by ** the
opinion" Cp* 90) " of wiser men than ,
Wa kefield, and more accurate tlieolo-
gians than Newconie"? This sneer
is indeed dishonourable ; and the dis-
honour is all his own. Gilbert Waie-f
field , it shall be admitted , was not one
" of that very foolish class of men,
whom the worl d calls wise ia thei r
generation ." He was no " tool of
corruptio n," no " spaniel slave of
"power/' But to great talents and
attainments he adde d great virtues ;
the virtues most characteristic of a
genuine discip le of the blessed Jesus ,
though they were not altogether with-*
out the alloy of human imperfection .
As a scholar and a critic , nor least as
a scri ptural critic , his learning and his
skill are far beyond our praise. In
what respects Nevvcome was an inao
cur ate theologian , we find it difficult
to discern. His opinions , it may be,
were not those of Dr. Spry : they
were not precisel y those which we
ourse lves entertain . Yet we do not
there fore depreciate his labours as a
t ranslator and divine. To a most ex-
tens ive acquaintance with b ooks he
joined unremittin g diligence of pe r-
sonal investigation. His works are
monuments of his piety, erudition ,
tast e, jud gment and Catholic ism : his
master ly 4< Observations on our Lord' s
Conduct ," &c , wou ld alone transmit
his name with honour to poster ity.

This digress ion, if such it be , is
imputabl e to the select preach er. In
pursuing" our st rictures on his ap pen-
dix, we may observe , t hat there are
passages id which the a rticle is pre -
fixed (p. 92) to ttvsvjau, withou t giving
it any other sense than that of a qua-
lity or dispositi on ; as 1 Cor . ii. 12.

Dr. Spry condemns Mr. Belsham's
rende rin g and exposition of the word
ccivv, in Heb. i. 3- Ci I t is often used ,"
said that gent leman, " for age or dia-
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pensation ;" upon which statement
our author remarks, with an air of
triumph, and with evident self-com-
placency, " He can scarcely mean
that age and dispensation are synony-
mous terms ! !" No ; Mr. Belsham
has neither affirmed nor intimated thus
much of the terms, in their etgmolo-
gical sense. On the contra ry, he has
limited himself to one of the scriptural
acceptations of auw, his interpreta-
tion of which is perfectly correct.
We refer, in proof, to Matt. xii. 32,
where, " this world," or " age,"
[aiavi] is the Je wish ; " the world to
come," the Christian age, or dispen-
sation, to Matt, xxviii.20, and to Heb.
xi. 3*

Although we do not, like Mr. Bel-
sham, translate §*' ov, " with a view
to whom/* we are, nevertheless, aware
that such a rendering of the words has
the support of some highl y respecta-
ble authorities. Beza's is at least as
important as that of Grotius. In the
Plutus of Aristophanes, (Oxon. IS 10,)
ver. 93, /cat ///yj y Sta tb<; xp yj ^s q ye,
k. r. X. we are desiro us of ascertaining
the signification of the writer's lan-
guage, rather than of discussing the
merits of the scholiast's criticism.
But this quotation is irrelevant ; first ,
because it presents an examp le of 5;a
with the accusative, and not with the
genitive ; and , next, because the trans-
lation , a probis honore adf icitur , can-
not Le improved. Thucydides, we
believe, will supp ly Mr. Belsham with
one or two passages which apparently,
if not really, are more to his purpose :
with one he himself had long since
furnished Dr. Priestley ; f  another
we had marked in our copy of the
same historian , [ed. Edinb. 1804, L. v.
§ 53,] dia, OvfAocro q, " on account of
the victim ,-" or '* with the view of
claiming the victim , and possessing
themselves of it ,"—an d vve trust that
we shall be excused for thus carefull y
noticing the edition , because some
differen ce of arran gement , by the dif-
ferent edi tors , might tempt us to ex-
claim , with Dr. Spry, (p. i) S ,)

<c The passages in Thucy di des are pro-
bably re ferred to erroneousl y, as the
words which Mr . ttelshani cites are not

* Sehleusuer, in verb , and the satis-
factory note of Dr. Sy Ues, in loc.

f  Litidscy 's Second Address to the
Students , &c. p. 2i) 7} note [hi.

to be found, Hist. Lib. vi. S. vin edit,
Bipont."

Under that section €C the words" do
not occur in the Edinb. ed. of 1804.
We find them, however, in S. 57 of
the sixth book, where they make a
part of the celebrated narrative con-
cerning- Harinodius and Aristogeiton.
In Lindsey's note * the reference is to
Hudson's, or the Oxford, ed., of 1696,
and to the page, instead of the sec-
tion .

As to the language cited, by the
author of the Exposition , &c, from
Joseplms, we agree with Dr. Spry,
that the expressions are idiomatic^and therefore do not bear upon the
question. Of the same idiom we have
an instance in 2 Cor. v. lO.-f We
are clearly of opinion, upon the whole,
that in the text uuder review, the
usual sense of ha. is to be retained.
Valckenar suspects the genuineness of
any passages in classical writers, where
this preposition, so combined, has a
different force and meaning. Whether
he has external authorities for altering
them, is not stated. That such pas-
sages can be discovered, is, with our-
selves, a matter of doubt. Seeming
anomalies, of this nature, in parti-
cular, justify our hesitation : we be-
lieve, too, that dt a, Ov^aToq and ha
kiv̂ wq, admit of being translated by
per hostlam and per periculum -X After
all, Mr. Belsham has been substan-
tiall y correct in his quotation, and
cannot be regarded, with truth, as fan-
ciful and singular in his rendering ;
Dr. S. Chandler's concession § in re-
spect of the sense of dia. may well be
sty led remarkable ; the rather, as that
able and excellent man was both " a
high Arian" and, for bis age and situ-
ation, a considerable Greek scholar.

The select preacher can be little ac-
quainted with scriptural or even with
common language, if he imagine that
such words as noisa in Greek, and
make in English, refer, of course, to a
material creation. What if we should
say that in the former clause of the
verse appointmen t, and in the second
arrangement is expressed ? How
could Dr . Spry set aside this rendering

* Vt sup.
+ Mou. Ilepos. VllL 36.
J There is an evident sense in which

*' the victim ** was " the means" of the
irruption , and Hi ppias *c the means" of
placing others ill danger.

§ On Eph, iii. [uote i] 11.
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and interpretiou , except by the con-
venient aid of human creeds ?

This gen tleman observes, truly e-
noiigh, (p. 109,) that "many h ave been
endowed with miraculous powers/'
Can he inform us, in whom besides'
Jesus Christ miraculous powers were
perpetually resident ? When he shall
have imparted this information, we
may allow that he has well expounded
Heb. i. 1, 2, &c.

If he argue, in behalf of his favour-
ite theological tenets, from detached
words and clauses, he cannot, in jus -
tice, complain that his reasonings are
opposed by the production of texts,
which enti rely remove the fancied
mystery.* Is Christ stated to be the
image of God ? So is Adam.f Nay,
more : Mankind, the descendants of
Adam, are said to be the image and
glory of God ; % and this has even
been affirmed of individual Man. We
repeat, too, that there may be resem-
blance, but can be no identity between
the original and the image.

" Schlictin gius and Taylor" are
treated by the select p readier, in his
further remarks on Rom. ix. 5, with
the affectation of marked contempt.
He thus disposes of them : " Of Schlic-
tingius and Taylor I say nothing"."
For his own credit's sake, it would
have been better, if he had not said even
thus much. The learning, diligence
and talent of Schlictingius, are un-
doubted : and Bock himse lf § record s
with praise his distinguished courtesy
and candour. Of Dr. John Taylor,
of Norwich, the very estimable de-
scendan ts, and the numerous admir-
ers, will recollect, that Bishop Edmund
Law || and Bishop Watson ^ acknow-
ledged most significantly the superior

We believe that phrases supposed to
express or imply two natures in the Mes-
siah , namely, one pre-existent, the other
hu man, virtual ly contrast his two states ,
i» e. his state during his ministry and his
present exalted state. See I Cor. xv. 47;
1 Thess. iv. 16, and Ori gen against Cel-
sius, (Spencer,) p. 43.
t Gen, i. 26.
I 1 Cor. xi. 7.
§ Historia Antitrin . &c, art. Schlict.
II " < € An ingenious friend , Dr.l aylor ." Considerations, &c. [1820], p.yO, note.
If Collection of Theological Tracts, Vol.J. l able of Contents, &c, III. 315, &c.

merits of a divine, of whom only they
who are ignorant of his writings, or
unable to appreciate them, cari speak
with superciliousness.

But this specifi c criticism of Schiic-
tingius and Taylor is " conjectural."
Conjectural let it be. The conjectures
of such men, are worth more than all
the lucubrations of a lower tribe of
authors. We ourselves do not adopt
these emendations of the text of tne
Greek Testament. Neither do we de-
spise them : by Griesbach they have
been honourably noticed ; although
they are disrespectfull y, and somewhat
fli ppantly, mentioned by Dr. Spry,

Whitby is now introduced. To
what sect did he belong ? He was a
member and a minister of that which
is established by law. Yet Whitby,
in the later years of his life, adopted
the conjecture of Schlictingius. Let
us listen to what the select preacher
says respecting this well-known fact :

" when Mr. Belsham lays claim
to the support of Whitby, he forgets that
it is necessary to shew why the ScvTspat
cp p ovT&sq of this learned man are to be
preferred to his deliberate opinion , as
given in his Commentary, that work on
which his fame is chiefly "built," (Pp-
112, 113.)

No such forget / iilness existed la
Mr. Belsham : no such necessity was
imposed on him . The burden of
proof rests, on the contrary, with
Dr. Spry, who, it is possible, may
have heard something about "second
thoughts ," and the value of them,
and about sages, both ancient and
modern, that have endeavoured to
grow wiser and more intelligent with
added years. Are WJiitby's Last
Thoughts less than his Commentary,
a record of " his deliberate opinion"?
Do they bear marks of dotage ? We
throw out the challenge, without fear,
to the select preacher, whose exclu-
sively are the forgetfulness and the
necessity. By the way, he has mis-
named the valuable little tract in-
scribed with the title vvTEpoci cpp wridE *;.
The Ssvrzp ai cp>p oviri § e< ; are Hammond's.

It is the practice of Mr. Belsham,
and it evinces at least his fairness and
impartiality, to cite interpretations
by widely differing expositors. This
method of annotation suits the taste
and wants of a numerous class of
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reader^: 
tq £)r. Spry it fciay not be

essential or useful ; nevert heless, it
should have escaped his censure.

Our author charges Mr. Laadsey
with having made a rash and un-
founded assertion , when he declared
that the fecnous clause in Rom. ix. 5,
was read so as not to appear to be-
lpfig- to Christ, at least for the first
tliree cejato ries. Howe ver, adds the
select preacher , *Mt is not accessary
to supp ose that he knew*tins not to
be tr ue. But Mr. Belsham either
Jkn ew it, or he has never read all that
Whifcby wro te upon this very pas-
sage/ ' With the same want of can-
dour and of justice, the select jpEeacher
levels a sarcasm at €€ Mr. Ldndsey V
fidelit y and the easy cred ulity of Mr.
Bebhan ," -p. 117.

The truth is, that Mr. Lindsey * has
expresse d himself with his character -
istic modesty and caution : on the
passage before us he observes, " It
would seem tha t it was read /' &c.
&zc. If some of the earl y fathers cited
and understood the last clause as re*
ferrin g to Jesu s Chris t, still a power -
ful stress may with reason be placed
on the opposing statements foun d in
others of them, and produ ced by Dr.
S. Clarke >f whose argument , cer-
t ainl y, goes to shew, that neither in
point of princ iple nor of fact can the
text be service able to Trinitarianism *
Mr. liiad eey's remark , we admit,
would .have been more corr ect, had it
been still more qualifi ed. We tak e
the ca6e to have been , that of this
famous passage no such app lication
was generally  mad e by Christian
writers of the earli est ages.\Learned halls and academi c bowers
are occasionall y visited by Dr. Spry,
who, nevertheless , could not hav e
been at Oxford when he penned the
sentence , Ci I have no pres ent mean s
of refe rence to Ori gen." How scanty
then must have been Mr , Lindsey 's
'* means of reference" to that father ,
when he dre w up the Sequel to the
Apology ! §

* Sequel, &c, pp. 204, &c.
f Scrip. Doct. of the Trinity , No. 539.
J Our copy of Bowyer's Conjectures

belonged formerl y to a distinguished
scholar , who, in the margin , ad loc. has
put his broad negative on Whitb y's state-
ment in the Commentary.

§ His note is taken mainl y from Clarke.

<3oatirov drsial writers wortf tf bemore readily disposed to allow for
each other 's omissions, &c.  ̂ did they
bear in mind the freq ueift , n$y9 pal-pable , errors , into which learn ed and
wort hy men, of various communions^have fallen , as the effect of a too
rapid glance of the eye at the pages
of their predecessors. In Bowyer's
Conjectur es, under this very text ,
Mill is represented as affirmi ng tha t
of Rom. ix. 5, which, in reality, he
does not say of it, but of 1 Tim, iii.
16. Clarke ,* too, is cited as the
authority for such a repres entation :
whereas Clark e gives the words of
Mill under No. 540, and not under
No. 539 } and the mistake of Bowyer ,
or his friend , has plainl y arisen from
the circum stance of his having over-
looked the distinction .

With regard to Coloss. i. 15, we
shall simply lay before our readers
Mr. Weiibeteve d's convincing note on
Gen. i. 27:

" The Apostle Paul evidently conceived
that the po wer of man constituted his re-
semblance to God. See 1 Cor. xi. TV
[See, too, Ps. viii. 5, 6.] As to the pas-
sages which are usually produced from
his writings (Eph. iv. 24, Col . iii. 10) to
prove that holiness, righteousness, and
knowledge, were also qualities which
the historian of the creation had in view
when he spake of the image of God, a
careful and impartial attention to these
passages will shew, that they refer not
at all to what Ad^iri was, but to what
the pro fessors of the gospel ougbt to
be."

That the preposi tion ev has vari ous
significatio n may be allowed : that
it has quite so many as Sclileusncr
assigns to it, we nasty fairl y question ;
and it were to be wished , that this
otherwis e excellent lexicogra pher had
been more studiou s of condensatio n
and pers picuity in liis state ments of
the secondary meanin gs of words . If
Col. i. 15, be compar ed with th£
seventeen th verse of the same ;cbQp tei\
tlie passag es will be found illustra tive
of each other (jj/ covrep £kti< t9y} tu
KOCVTCC, K .  T. X. * * * TCfc Tt OLVTCl BV UVTG>

o-vi/ ea-Tvjyce]. No different ' .principle of
criticism can be legitimate.

Let us next attend to the selec t
preache r 's addition al rem ark s on

* Scri p. Doctrine, &c.
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Ph iUpp. H. 6,7* Though he pro -
fesses to be the advocate of literal
tr anslat ion, he complains , however ,
of Mr. Belsham , for rendering the
words (Mp (^u Sot/Xdi/ by *' the form of
a slave." Now thi s vers ion of the
phras e is far fro m being new ; ar^d,
inasmuc h as we are hostile to the
prac tice of confounding p araphrase
with tran slat ion, we must pronoun ce
tha t the author of the Expos ition , &c.,
has been eminently just and faith ful ,
in this instan ce, to the ori ginal.
" But/ 5 Dr. Spry observes, after
Bishop Bull , th at " SouXo* is opposed
to ®£o$, not to av$po >Koc; it means the
subject condition of man in his rela ^
tion to God, not that of a slave as
compa re d with a free man ." Our
rep ly is, that even ware this a correct
view of the thin #, such a comment
cannot set aside the accura cy of Mr.
Belsharn 's renderi ng : for pop tpn i still
means a form , and §w\o<; still means a
slave. These term s, in truth , must
not be taken singly. To the phrase
p of xpy ®zov, in verse the sixth , Paul
opposes the phrase iMp ty vp SovXqv, in
verse the seventh. Jesus Christ was
not only a man (a,vQ§<oiroq)9 but a man
in a most abject and servile condi-
tion * — familiar with sorro ws and
with woe : Jesus Chri st was neithe r a
real slave, nor actuall y and essentiall y
God ; and the combination of the sub-
stantives no more supposes identit y in
the one case tha n in. the other , (Pp.
1 37, &c.)

That iaoc is used adverbiall y in the
Gr. ot the O. T., Whitb y has affirme d ,
and the selec t pre acher caiinot deny :
that it is so employed there frequent-
ly, Whit by has asserted and proved ;
since he has broug ht forward not
fewer than twelve examples in illus-
trat iou.f Pp. 145, 146.

To the cata logue of divines and
scholars ,, who have disap proved  ̂

for
var ious rea sons, of the received tra ns-
lat ion of Phili pp. ii. 6, 7, Mr, £el-
ah at n mi ght have added othe r cele-
bra ted names . The fact that so many
criti cs have animadverted on this ren-
der ing, may read a lesson of candour

* Jeau s Chri st submitted to the death
of a slave , See yer . 8, an d Jell ' s Para -
phra se , in Iqc.

t So Bengel ; " accu sativus adverbi as-
fens , ut szepe in J obo." Gnojnoii , inJoe.

and of equity to theological disputants >and , among these, to Dr. Spry . ?
In Johjn v. L£*;/the evangelist record s

not a doctri ne taught or recognized
by Jes us Christ , but the pervers e and
wilfull y erroneou s gloss, which the
leadin g Jews put upon his language ;
and to that gloss the select pre acher
is most perfectly welcome. P. 146.

Concernin g' 2 Gor. xii. 8, 9, we
again say, on ground which had
alre ad y been pointed put arid vindi^-
cated , that it is not an example of
praye r to Christ.

We think it unnec essary to proceed
witlL these stricture s on Dr. Spry fs
pamphlet : of the nat ure and degree
of his qualificatio ns for engaging in
the Trinitarian contr oversy, cur re-
marks may have enabled the reader to
form a jud gment. On the collate ra l
subject of church -authorit y we dp not
at present enter. The sixth, eighth ,
and twentieth articles of the commu-
nion to which this gent leman belongs,
are conspicuous by their recognition
of the supremacy of " Holy Scri pr
ture ," which slips emacy, howe ver,
does not appear to be dul y and prac -
ticall y ackno wled ged by all tier sons.

It is muc h to be lamented that the
fairn ess and court esy with which cri-
tical and theol ogical, discussions are
pursued by some of our neighbours
on the continent , have not more imi-
tators in our nativ e land. This state
of things may admit indeed exf an
easy, yet , in respect of our count ry ,
of no honour able explanation. Not
that the re is any particul ar reason to
comp lain of the select pr eacher.
Thoug h his ecclesiastical pretensions
be more than sufficientl y high, hj s
language is gentleness itself, when
cont rasted with the sty le of some of
his cpnteinporaries and fellow-labo ur-
ers. Still ne does not , even here , do
just ice to his own character , or to
those whom he opposes. While he
seems desirous of treating them with
civility, he often throws out insihua *
tions of a want of sincerity arid good
fuith in the writer against whom his
attac ks are pri nci pal l y directed. * On
his own pa rt , there is somethin g" like
an assumpti on of infallibility —at leas t
for " the univers al church" —which it
is not possib le to support , and which ,

- T ¦ ¦  ¦ 
' . » "V —¦ «¦ »

? P p .  90, 109, 115 , 135 , HO , 1*3, 162,
in particu lar , *
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"his Two Sermons and his Appendix
would alone etfectuaHy demolish.

Let him continue " to make the
utmost allowance for prejudices either
inheri ted or acquired /' nor forget that
sort ie prej udices may cleave to him-
self ; let him aim at being j ust to Mr.
Belsham , nor in one ana the same
sentence admit his sincerity and con-
scientiousness , and speak of supposed
art if ice 's, 6f which he is incapable !
Frotn erfors of jud gihent , from the
kindred infirmit ies which are the lot
pf all unins pired men, that excellent
person claims no exemption : but he
loves aad values Tru th so well, he
has such a discern ment of her cha-
racter , arid feells so powerfully her
genuine influence , tha t he cannot
practise any thing like deceit and
artifice , In vindi cating her pretensio tis.

 ̂
To the reaso nings of this instruc -

tive write r and venerable man we may
libt always subscrib e : in his exposi-
tions we may not always copcur. Yet
there is scarce ly any department of
theological literature in which he has
not laboure d with advantage and suc-
cess. In none perhaps aoes he so
much excel as the illustratio n add
defence of the evidences of natural
ahd revealed religion.* Of this we
speak, in parti cular , because his ser-
vices here dema nd the gratitude of
Christi ans of every deno mination.
Here the imparti al reader may apply
to him the language of J . A. Ernesti ,^concern ing the great and amiable and

* Ma &. Repos. Vol. H .I 1, 1. 206, &c.
f Opusc. Theol. 477.

" calumniat ed" Gro tius : '•* — fateor
me ind ign&ri cum pro ho mine incre-
dUfo vitupera ri audio., qu i veri tatem
reKgionis Christiana * inimitabili libello
demonst raverit. "

N.

(h6w Solved into " The Briti sh and
Foreign Utrt forTatt Asso&itfcpin,*') hf
which foreign tms&ioria ry bbjfccjfe are
contem plate d, or that doubt the fitness
of India as a field of Unitarian labour,
we earnestly recotn mend t his judicious,
spirited and truly Christian discourse,
which abounds with informatio n re-
latin g to the theological state of our
Indian possessions , and with argu-
ments to shew that a pruden t zeal for
the spiritual welfare of our Indian
fellow-subjects is an imperati ve duty.

Mr. Welibeloved's text is the ac-
count of the vision to Pau l of the man
of Macedonia ^ pray ing- him to come
over and help them , Acts xi. 9. A
dear opening of the sense of the pas*
saffe prepare s the ; preache rs way for
laying down the princi ple of Chri stian
missionary benevolence , which he pro-
ceeds to app ly to the particular case
before him .

He suggests some reasons for Uni-
tarians having been hithert o less ac-
tive in missionar y schemes tha n some
other sects —as, that they do hot fed
the same impelling motive as those
that believe thett unless mankind hold
a parti cular faith they must perish
everlastin gly — that tney have felt
doubtful whether Providence had yet
called them to such exertion s, seeing
the little success attendant on the la-
bours of their more active brethren—
that they do not possess to any large
extent the resources which are iieces-
sary to the effectual support of foreign
missions, and find at home object s
which they deem of at least equal
importanc e and requiring no smal l
degre e of exerti on—and tha t it is
neither unnatural nor inexcusable if
Unitarian s have been restra ined from
eng-aging in foreign missions, l>y the
certain expectation of vehement and
unceasing opposition fro m those tha t
might be lftfe ourin g in the same field,
Uf&n this i ĵ topic he says,

u A aalssionary in a foreign land, en-
gages, even under the most favoura ble
auspices , 4n an undertaking of extr eme
difficulty and dauge r : au und ert aking
which require s, every day and every hour ,
the spirit of a mar tyr :, an und ert aking
which cannot be carrie d on with out the
willing s&crift ce of persona l ease and
comfort ; with out much patient endur-
ance of opposition and of itisul t, if p ot
of actual persecution and suffering ; with -
out a meek submission to all the inort »-

&& R^^yw^^B^maiwed's Sertnbn in iM »f CdicvUtu VhapeL

Art. II. — u4 Sermony p reach ed on"Sunday, Ja n- 23, 1825, to a Con-
greg ation of Protesta nt Dissenters ,
in St. Saviour gate* York, in aid
of a Subscription for the Erection
of a Unitarian Chapel in Calcutta .
By C. Wellbeloved . 8vo. pp. 66.

. York printed ; and sold by Long *
man and Co., London. 2*.
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f cing effects of pî ju ^Uce  ̂ P3#8*o>n, igncK
ran ee aMdRerv^sepes  ̂withp nt ^temper
tha t cm p^tientjy ?4fttafii %? repeat ed^
failure of Ipp^-matiirea schemes, arid Jhe
frequent disappointment or flatteri pg
bopes, a inind elevated far a^ove, al | mere
earth ly objects, a heart invmoyeabl y fixed
on the attainment of the great end of
his labours ,, arid an eye steadily directe d
to the crown which %\}e righteou s Judge
liath promised to bestow on those who
c nni*h their course , having kept the
faith. ' Such ar e the deman ds which are
made upon every Christian missionary ;
but the Unitarian m^sion^ry would be
called to additional trials . |iis fortitud e
would be exercisqd, not only tyy *' perils
in the c%, an<l perils in the wiljderne ss/
but also by € perils amongst false bre -
th ren. ' H5s patience would t>e prove d,
not only by * perils by the Heathe n,* but
l>y c perils by his own countrymen. '
They who now repr oach us as deficient
in zeal, if we should grow zealous , would
T>rai id our zeal as unhol y and polluting.
They who now blame us for our indif-
ferenc e, if we should rouse ourselves into
action , would, to . the utmost of their
power , oppose and thwart us in all our
measures . They who are now most for-
ward in challenging us tP produ ce from
among cod vetted ¦ Heathens the fruits of
our toil in the field oi %he gospel, woul4
be the first and most strenuous to render
all our toil painful and unav ailing. They
would strew with thorns the rugged path
they seem to invite us to tread ; they
would sow with salt the ground we should
be prepar ing to cultivate ; they would
lay waste the har vest which might pro -
mise to re ward our labour. They would
leave no mean s untried to excite in the
mind of the untutor ed H eathen , suspicion
and prejudice ; and they might , perhaps ,
encourag e them , rather than listen to
our voice, even like the men of Ephesus
iu the apostles ' days., tumultuousl y to ex-
tol the object of their idolatrous wor -
ship.3 '—Pp. 21—23/

By a felicitous app lication of his
text , lie adds,

" But the state of things has ^e.en re-
centl y changing, ancf a door is now qpen-
ed to us by the Lord himself, which will,
in the end , I trus t, b£ * a great door and
effectual ,* thoug h many and bitter adver-
sar ies may atte mpt to shut it against us.
There stande th a man of India who be-
seeclieth us, saying, ? Come over and
help us ;* and this entreaty is addressed
to us iii such circu mstances , that .we may
assuredly gather that Jh e i*qrd hajt fi now
called us to pursue $uqh measures ap may
supply tftose of indie. yitti more effectual
means than they liavje yet enjoyed, of

hearing the jpire and uncorru pted gospel
of Chri st preached to ttem/ 'rz-rv. M,

Mr. Wcllbeloved next describes the
chara cter  ̂ of Rammohun BitrV aad
Mf . Adam, atid gives an account df
their labour s and of the pre ?ent fftate
of Unitariahisni in the '}2f^ V^ftfrpr» sour cesVhich mu^t fee fanpihar
to enr readers, aad th^n concludes
with the following appeal to Unitariau
liberali ty and piety, which was effec-
tual on the hearin g- of the sermon and
cannot be un availin g on its perusal :

" And now, my friends , I have put tlie
case fully and fairl y before you, and I
cheerfully leave you to determine what
duty deman ds of you ; persuade d that
you will determine wisely and act con-
scientiously. I would hold out no falla-
cious hopes ; I would not deceive you by
promises of speedy and brilliant success,
attending eveii the best directe d and the*
most strenuous exertion s. The fruits of
any labours of this kind, undertaken in
that part of the globe, our eyes canftot?
expect to behold . The fields there , are
very partiall y, if at all , ' white already to
harvest. * The seed is yet but sparingl y
sown. But , as in respect of the blessings
of the gospel , c we have reaped that ow
which we bestowed no labour : other
men laboured , and we have entered into.
their labours ;' it is but right that we
should do our part to prepare the field
for those who are to succeed us; and
this we may do, in the full persuasion ,
that hereafte r, * they who sow and they
who reap, shall rejoice together .' The
kingdom of God is still like a grai n of
musta rd-seed . If the seed be not $own?it will not vegetate ; but if it be com-
mitted to the earth , thoug h it rise not
up immediatel y, it will, in due course ^be quickened , and become a great tree ,
and all the fowls of heaven shall securely
lodge in its branches - The progre ss of
tjie conversion of the great native popur
lation of India , from a debasin g idolatr y
to pure Chr istianity , must necessarily b£
slow and gradu al ; for a lopg timej it may
scarcel y be percept ible ; but if no begin-
ning be made , I need not say , this most
desirable work can never be accomp lished.
The quest ions for us to decide are these :
Is Umtaria nism the genuin e doctrine of
Christ and his apostle s ? Is it that form
of Christ ianity, which reason and ex-
perience would lead us to e*pe<# %q fee
wore read ily and cord ially eii^r^̂  tji ftn
any oth,er , it* which Chris tianity is $09
con>mp»ly repre sented ? i^re tjhe cir-
cumstance s whicji Jjiave recently taken
place in Hindoostan , an<i part icularly iu
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Calcutt a", such as a pious man , rn ay , with -
oikt exposing himself to the charge of
enth usiasm, regard as the call of Provi -
dence upon those who profess Unitarian-
ism to let thei r tru ly glad tidings he heard
Ui that interes ting country ? m If we neg-
Ifect the opportunity iiow pre sente d to us ,
can we reasonably hope tha t one so fai r
and promisin g will at any other time
ar ise ? If we seise not this occasion of
diffus ing tbe uncorr upted Gospel of our
Lord * shall we not justif y the suspicions
of those who call in question our zeal in
the cause of truth ? Shall we not merit
the repro aches of which we now com-
plain ? Shall we not incur the more
fearful coudemnation of Him who maketh
us steward s of his mani fold mercies , that
we may dispen se them to such of our
bre th ren as are in need ? By the answer
which we cannot fail to return to these
questions , we shall be admonished re-
specting our duty. In the discharge of
that duty, let not any uncertainty as to
the resul t , cause us to waver or grow
remiss. It is our part to use the means
with which God furni shes us; it is not
our part to command or to hasten
success. God reser ves that to himself.
The Gospel of J esus came from God ; it
is his cause ; and with him we may con-
fidentl y leave its interests . As lie de-
signed it to be a universa l blessing, he
cannot be regardless of its eventual ly

general diffusion : as all wisdom , as Well
as all power, is his, he knows¦ ¦ best by
what means ,' and at what time , that dif-
fusion shall be accomp lished : as he is
perfectl y pure and holy, he cannot view
with indifference any sincere and well-
mean t efforts to extend the most effec-
tual means of holiness and vir tue to all
his rational and account able crea tur es -
and as he is impartially jus t and immuta -
bly good , he will not surfer any labour of
love and mercy to go witji out its ade-
quate reward . Let us, then , be willing
and zealous ¦' labourers togethe r with
God ,* and in that day , * when every man 's
work shall be made manifest / our la-
bour will be found not to have been vain -
and our recompense will be unspeakab ly
glorious. —Pp . 49—52.

In a note, p. 49, the preacher docs
jus tice to the exertions of the nativ e
Unitarian preacher at Mad ras , Wil-
liam Roberts : and in an Appendix ,
lie justifies by unquestion able authori -
ties his representation of the compa -
rative inefficaey of the ** orthodox "
missionary gospel.

It deserves to be re marked that the
Sermon is prin ted at the char ge of
one of its hear ers , and that the pro fits
will be applied to the pur poses in aid
of which it was delivered .
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PUBLICATI ONS.

(Con t inued from p 235.)

PTP\HE hopefu l antici pations we ex-
JL pressed (p . 230 ) when giving

some accoun t of the Corresp ondence
on the Prospects of Chris tianity in
In dia , (a source of deta iled informa -
tion for which the English Unitarians
are indebted to their American breth -
ren ,) have been realized more ra pidly
than we dared to bone. Our readers
hav e alread y been informed , (p. 314 ,)
that the forcib le re presentations of
the Secretary of the Unitarian Fu nd ,
in his circular of tfie 29th of April
last , hav e produce d an immediate at -
tention to tins great object , which
precludes all doubt respectin g "M r.
Adam 's being ena bled to remain at
his importan t station. " It will be
trul y delightfu l if we lear n that our
American brethren go alon g with us ,
in what Mr. Fox represents (p. 315)
*' as the most decisive and splendid

demonstrat ion of zeal which has y et
occurred in the history of Unita *
nanism "

We hope that our notices of Ame-
rican publications will bring the sub-
ject again befo re us; but at present
we propose to give a connect ed view
of those prod uctions of the Americ an
Unitari ans which have been repri nted
in our own countr y. The first of the
series published in England was A
Sermon delivered at the Ordinatio n of
the Rev. Jarcd Sp arks to the Pa stora l
Care of the First In depen den t Church
in Baltimore , May 5, 1819. By WiU
Han i EHer y Channiu g, Mini ster of the
Church of Christ , in Federa l Stre et ,
Boston -

It is probable that few of our read-
ers are ifhac quaintcd with thi s Pis*
course. It was firs t re printe d ' in Li-
verpool , about Oc tober 1819. The



copy tying before us is of-the Fourth
Liverpool Edi tion, 1 824 : and the dis-
cour se was also reprint ed at New-
castle in 1820. How much it str uck
the public mind in America , wh en it
firs t app eare d , is evident fro m the
extrac t given by Mrs . Cappe from a
letter of her American Correspondent ,
Dr. H., in a commun ication inserted in
the Mon. Repos . for $820, p. 14; to
this we refer our re aders for some
int eres ting information respect ing the
rise of the Unitarian Church at Balti -
more, a town which stands next to
New,York in commercial importance .
The lette r must have been writte n
about four months after the delivery
of the Sermon ; and Dr . H, then says,
" It has passed throug h two large
editions in Baltimore , (eight hundred
copies of the first , it has been said ,
were take~n up on the day of its pub -
l ication ;) and two editions hare been
pr inted in Boston . It is eagerl y read ;
and the impression which it has made,
and is makin g, is very great. " Indeed
a Corres pondent , writin g fro m Cha rles-
ton at the close of the same year , (see
Mon. Repos. 1319, p. 12S,) says , that
" Mr.Cha ;nning'8 Ordination Sermon at
Baltimo re went throu gh tight editions
in four months. Not less than 15,000
copies were sold in that period ; and
it is yet in high demand. "

The strikin g and extensive effect^
which have since followed , we have
alread y stated in our first article under
this head (p. 104); but these various
facts clearl y prove , that the public
mind in the United States had been
grad uall y gettin g into a state of pre-
parati on for the adoption and mani -
festa tion of Unitarian sentiments. It
often happens that doubts and per -
plexities are long felt , almost without
the individual's notice of the state of
his mind : or he may have been con-
scious of dark ness , and believed it
impen etrabl e ; and the light of truth
may have burs t forth , all at once,
wit h such convincin g and almost over-
powerin g radian ce/ that the honest
hea rt could not but receive it almost
instant an eous ly. Such cases occurredat th e tim e of the Reformation ; and
th ey have occurred in the presentday, and in our own country . In the
United States , the freedom fro m the
imposing influence of a wealth y andpo werfu l establ ishment , long and

closely connect ed with the state ,—air
advantage which we fra n . hard ly ap-
preciate till we observe how that in-
fluence operates to check a disposition
to inquire as well as to interfere with
its predis posin g causes, -  ̂and the
stead y and judicious efforts of intel-
ligen t men to weak en the force of
opinions which they deemed errone -
ous , together with the unsuitaW erie ss
of these opinions to the liberal spiri t
of the gospel and the incre asing en-
lightenmen t of the times , had contri -
buted in no slight degree ' to cultivate
the soil. -Whe n Dr. Charinin g's Ser-
mon, at Baltimore , was publis hed ,
numb ers saw th at they believed - no
more than he ta ught ; and a stil l
greater number who, perhaps , bad
thoug ht hut little on the dist inguish-
ing tenets of reli gious parties , or at
least never received with conviction
the doctrines of Orthodo xy, saw that
this was a form of Christi anity which
approved itself to the hear t and the
understandin g, and ado pted it as a
remed y for their doubts , or as a solid
ground for their attach ment to Chris -
tian faith. Many more were doubt-
less set to think on the subject by
the representat ions of the discourse ;
but the pro gress of those who hav e
to work their way for thems elves is
less rap id and striking, tho ugh usual ly
most effective and per manent .

T here is not a mqre inte resting in-
tellectual process, than wha t often
takes place in the last case ; when he
in whose heart th e genuine holy love
of Christian truth has tak en up its
abode , is seen examining with cau-
t ion, leavin g his heart alway s open to
evidence , yet never rejecting an op i-
nion , and re ceiving an opposing doc-
trine , till he has fairl y considered th eir
respective evidence , labour ing under
dimculties , yet not discouraged by
the m, but patientl y surmountin g the m ;
till at last he discerns , with satisfied
jud gment , the leadings of Christ ian
truth , and then , wilh man ly fortit ude ,
and the determination of Chr istian
pri nciple, avows an d acts upon bis
conv ictions , and docs what in him lies
to lead others to embrace them.

Of Dr. Clianning 's Baltim ore Ser-
mon , a short notice was given in our
volume for 18i*> , p. (J 35. It is dis-
tinguished for Its calm , comprehen sive
statement of the leading points to
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which Unitarians desire to direct the
attention of the inquirer. It lays
down, in the first place, the principles
which they adopt in interpreting- the
Scriptures, and then slates the doc-*
trines which the Scriptures so inter-
preted, seem to them clearly to ex-
press. It takes a broad view of Uni-
tarian doctrine, and respects almost
solely " those topics on which our
sentiments have been misrepresented ,
or which distinguish us most widely
from others."

The mode of statement adopted by
Ot. Channing is judicious ly adapted
to conciliate, without sinking into un-
manly concealment. It unites the
plain delineation of truth , with the
manifestation of earnestness of con-
viction founded on a sense of its im-
portance. It shews the Unitarian
doctrine in its connexion with its prac-
tical influences ; and few serious, intel-
ligent persons, if they have not much
attended to the differences among pro-
fessed Christians, or been impressed
with the shibboleth of party, would
hesitate to receive the sentiments of
the discourse as the faith once de-
livered to the suints. Its truly evan-
gelical character, as well as its im-
press of high intellectual talent, make
it admirably adapted for distribution
among persons of intelligence and
Christian dispositions ; and as there
are no opposing associations con-
nected with the name of the author,
and it comes from a far country, it
may sometimes gain (indeed it has
been known to gain) a degree of at-
tention among the orth odox, which
even its intrinsic merit might not
otherwise have secured it.

T aking them in the order in which
the American pamphlets have been
reprinted in England , the next is A
Sermon delivered Dec. 18, 182 1 , at
the Ordinati on of the Rev. William
Ware, to the Pastora l Charge of the
Firs t Congr egational Church in New
York,- By his Father, Henry Ware,
D. D., Jlollis Professor of Divinity in
the University of Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts . From the New York Second
Edition, Liverpoo l, 1822. Price (>rf.

Dr. Ware is the respectable indivi-
dual whp drew up the queries to JVlr.
Adam agd .Banunohim Boy ; and he
appears in this Sermon in an interesting
-character both as a Pjvinte .and as a

Father. When Dr. Channing returned
from Baltimore, after the ordination
of Mr. Sparks, he was urged to preach
at New York, by some distinguished
individuals, who obtained for him
the use of the Medical Hall; and this
led to the establishment of a Unita*nan congregation and the building* of
a place of worship. JVlr. Ware went
from Boston to aid in carrying on the
object, and he was afterwards ap-
pointed to the pastoral charge, Mr,
Henry Ware (his younger brother we
presume) is designated the '? Minister
of the Second Church in Boston," in
the title of a Jittle volume, of which
we hope soon to give some account,
$ad which has already been reviewed
in the Eclectic Review. It is entitled
Hin ts on Extempor aneous Preac hing ;
and we recommend the study of it to
our young ministers and students.

Professor Ware's Sermon is founded
on Acts xxviii. 22. It displays the
baneful influence of bigotry in pre-
ven ting a due attention to evidence,
and interrupting the progress of free
inquiry ; and it points out the course
which the Unitarian minister has to
follow, in order to weaken prejudice,
and to gain a fair hearing for what he
deems the truth. It is earnest, argu-
men tative and impressive. It is pro-
bably not much known among as;
and as it has not yet been noticed in
tiie Repository, we will select a few
passages from it. After observing that
the libera l and enlarged spirit which
has gradually destroyed the restraints
once imposed in other departments of
human inquiry, hae not ex tended it-
self, in equal degree, to the subject of
religion;  and shewing that the work
of reformation must, from the very
nature of the subject, be gradual and
slow, Dr. Ware proceeds, with truth
and beauty of comparison,

" It is no reproach to those who took
the lead in j fcat import ant work , th at
they stopped at the threshold , and left it
to be completed by their successors . To
the most perfec t and faithful organs of
vision , the first dawn of return ing light
mast pr esent objects but imper fectly ;
not vyitb distinctness , nor in their j ««t
shape and dimensi ons. And if, besides ,
the organs themselves h ave become dis-
tempered by groping in the dark , or the ir
power or exactness be impai red by disti se,
it may serve still further to prol ong the
period pf j rn perfect vision , and, even at
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inkMay, objects ratty not bfe fuUy rtf-
stored to the colour and symmetry of
nature and trut h."—Pp. 7, 8, Liverpool
ed.

The Pr ofessor next shews that great -
er violence of opposition might natu-
rally be expected against those who
endearour to correct errors in religious
faith , when we take Into accoun t the
deeper interest it engages • anfl then
refers to anot her cause which has
mainly contributed to retard the pro-
gress of men's fninds , on subjects con-
nected with religious truth .

" The followers and successors of those
grea t men , who first gave an impuls e to
the Christ ian world , have satisfied them -
selves with indolently adopt ing the pecu -
liar op in ions of the Reformers , instea d of
asserting the great principles , of the Re-
format ion. They have only changed one
human master for another , instead of re-
nounc ing all authority, but that of our
common master , the great head of the
church . Thus receiving implicitl y, aud
following servilely the theolog ical opi-
nions of Luther and Calvin , (most of
which made no part of the Reformation ;
for they were opinions which they bro ught
with them from the church fro m which
they separated , and held afterward s in
common with that church ,) the great
principles of the Reformatio n, ' the suf-
ficiency of the Scri ptures , and the righ t
of private j udgment in their interpreta -
tion ,' were lost sight of. The conse -
quence of this has been , th at the churches
of the Reformation * directing their atten-
tion to the maintenance and defence of
the system of faith, which the Reformers
adopted , instead of imitating the spirit
of free inquiry which ^distinguished them ,
and pract ically asserting the religious li-
bert y, which they fi rs t dare d to clai m,
and maint ained , ' hate done all that was
ia thei r power to prevent the Reforma -
tion from proceeding a step further , tha n
its firs t cham pions had carried it. There
has according ly not ceased to be too rea-
sonable ground for the same complaint ,
which two centuries ago was drawu from
the celebra ted Robins on in his farewell
to the pilgrims of Leyden —that the fol-lowers of Luthe r and of Calvin would
pr oceed no furt her than their leaders had
gone before them ; but sctfi stuck , where
they left them , instead of proceeding for-
ward in imitatio n of their examp le. Noris thi s all.—Those who have not seen
th eir way clear to go onward themselves ,have not always beeu rea dy to permittheir br ethre n to proce ed- With singular
Micon^teiuiy and iriju stic^h^ve those not
infrequently b^eti charged with forsakin g

the doct rines of the fteformat ion-^whtf,
with the spiri t of the first Reformers , and
adopting the great principl es upon which
they achieved the glorious event , were
endea vouring to carry on and perfect tive
work which they began . Aud. with
equally singular in consistency , has this
charge been urged upon them by those
who, claiming to be exclusively 'the fol-
lowers of the earl y Reformers , are jet , lit
doing this , exhibiting the spirit aud inii-
fating the Conduct of that church , whicii
resisted and opposed the Reformation. **
—Pp. 9, 10.

After briefly adverting to the re-
sources for advancement in religions
knowledge which the present age •pos-
sesses, and the effects which they hfcVe
al ready produced ; refu ting the charge
of novelty against our doctrine s, antl
delineating the mode of inquiry vvlric h
has led to the adop tion of them ; Dr.
Ware eloquently describes our claim
to he fre e from the las t efforts of the
spirit of persecution.

" I f  we have the right , in common
with our Christian brethren of every other
form of faitK ,* to inquire , and to interpret
the Scripture s for ourselves ; we have a
right , also, in common with them , to
hold and to profess the faith , to which
fair inquiry has led us ; to do it without
reproach , without exposure to that * ve-
nom of the ton gue/ the last that Is emit-
ted by the spirit of persecution in its
expiring .struggles, when Its fla mes are
q uenched , and its ar m of power is palsied.
And we the refore right ly appeal to the
publ ic sense of ju stice, when those whp
claim f or  themselves, and pro fessedly al-
low to all, the righ t of free inquiry, and
the privilege of interpre ting the Scri ptures
for themselves , yet , in palpable violation
of this princi ple, deny even the Christia n
name , and , as far as they have power ,
Ch rist ian privileges , to those , who, iu
the exercise of this right ,- and in per -
forming a sacred duty , are led to adopt a
system of faith , d iffering in some points
fro m that which generally prevails .**—P.
13.

The second object of the d iscourse
is to point out some of the duties
which belong to societies and ministers
who profes s doctr ines §o much mis-
represented and misunders tood, and
which are opposed tjy such power ful
prejudices. The Professor recoto -
inends that we shall not suffer those
opinions, '* for want of being fairly
stated and explained * to remain imper -
fectly unde tatood /to be the occasion of
prejudice mtit distru st in the minds of
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those fellow-christi ans who sincerely
wish for correc t information , and the
means and power of judging fairl y."

" Such expositions of our faith , per-
hap s it will be said , are not wanting ;
they are sufficiently numerous , and faith -
fully publis hed . But it must not be for-
gotten , that once to per form this office is
not enough . It is ' line upon line , and
precep t upon precep t' only, the frequ ent
reiteration with distinctnes s and impres -
sion, which is to produce the final tri -
umph of truth , and give the public senti -
ment and feeling a righ t dir ection. As
often as there is a misapprehensi on of
our meaning, or a false or defective state-
ment of it is re peated , the true and
faithfu l representation , which is to cor-
rect the mistake , and confute the false
charge , must be re peated al^o. Nor will
the faithfu l advocate and defender of
truth allow himsel f to gro w weary of the
task , nor suffer * the thrice confuted er-
ror ,' at lengt h to pass uiicontradicted. *1'—
Pp. 16, 17.

Dr. Wa re then proceed s to ur ge the
necessity of avoidin g all , in our de-
fences of our system of faith , th at
shall separate the character of Unita-
rian from that of Christian ; main-
taining that it is far better " to ne-
glect the dut y, than to perform it in
a manner and with a spirit which
shall bring a reproach upon the cause
whic h it is our aim to support ."

His third point of ad vice is, th at
we carr y the same manifestation of
Ch risti an pr in ciple into the general
cond uct of li fe, and cherish it in its
genuine and extens ive efficacy , so as
to keep steadil y in view the great end
of reli gion , pers onal holiness. Here
he enters into various top ics which
deserve the serious considera tion of
Unitarians ; and then he proceeds , in
as trai n of exhortation and encoura ge-
ment , in which the affection of the
Ghristiau pareut and minister is str ik-
ing ly displa yed , to address his son , on
entering on Ins new engagements ;
and we think the following passa ge
will he interestin g and edifying to
some of our young brethren who are
about to enter on important stat ions
in the ministry.

" I know th at you have not come to
this occasion without grea t solicitude. I
t rust also you hare not done, it without
faithful sel f-examination , and a full , view
of all the duties and tri als and dangers of
the ard uous and responsible station which
you are called to fill ; and I can fully

sympathize with you , in all th e tunmK
tuous feelings ; of this day. He who has
once experienced , can never forge t them.
The lapse of more than thirt y years
filled up with a variety of intere sts and
duties , of changes and trials , have still
left fresh upon my memory the deep and
teuder feelings of an occasion like th is ;
the same that now rush with ail their
agitating and overwhelming force upon
your mind. You think of the office to
which you are called  ̂ the most solemn
that a mor tal can sustain- *-of the d uties
connected with it , arduous , difficult , and
const ant , allowing no inte rmissi on and
no relaxation— of the important inte rests
which may be affected by the degr ee of
fideJity with which you shall discharg e
those duties —interests , not of an indi -
vidual , but of many, who may receive an
influence from your ministry— -inter ests ,
not of a trifling or transient nature , but
the most important aud permanent—an d
of the high responsibility which he sus-
tains , upon whose fidelity and success
so great interests aie depending ; the
labour and difficulty and responsibilit y of
the pastoral relatio n , great in themse lves,
increased , and rendere d still more ap-
palling to a susceptible mind , by the cir-
cumstances attending your particular lo-
cation.

" These views let me urge you to in-
dulge , not for the purpose of feeding a
gloomy imagination , but as incentives to
exertion , and motives to greater zeal and
activity and dili gence, that you may be
equal to the exigency, and fill wort hily
the place which Providence has allotte d
you. And let me pers uad e you also, to
lay open your mind to more cheer ing
views and encoura ging conside rations ,
and to accustom yourself to dwell on the
brig ht side of things — to think of the
satisfact ion as well as the labours , the
joys as well as the trials , of a faithfu l
ministry /'—P p. 27, 28.

The concludin g address to the infant
Society is marked by th e same sound-
ness of jud gmen t , matured views of
dut y, and Christian spiri t, which cha-
racteri se the discourse thro ughout.
Many points of ad vice, we need not
say, are app licable much more exten-
sively than to the congregati on to
whom they were fi rst addressed . It
will he very satisfactory to us if this
nolice of Dr. Ware 's discourse should
lead -to greater att ention to it.

A Discourse on the Evidences of
Revealed Religion, delivered before
the University of Cambridge, at the
Dudleian Lecture, March 14 , 182 1 -
By William Ellery Channing , D. P->
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Minister of tfie Congre gational CKurc h
in Federal Street , Boston. Bristol ,
1824. Price 6rf.

This discours e was reprinted in
1822 bv the Western Unita rian So^
ciety ; and a large impressio n having
been sold , it has been again reprinted
by the Society. No notice has hith erto
been ta ken of it in the Repositor y ;
and as it has not (we think) been ad-
verti sed on the cover , it is probable
th at many of our readers are not ac-
quainted With it. We shall have re n-
dere d them a service if we induce them
to procure and study it. We dq not
hesitate to adopt the character given
of it by the English Editor. It is re-
printe d , he says, '" under the conviction
that it is eminen tly adapted to an age
of intelligence and inquiry . It sets the
leading evidences for the divine origin
of Christiani ty, in a forcible , atn d, in
some measure , a new light. It is
characterize d by sound philosophy, as
well as by enlarged and enlightened
views of Christi an faith ; and by its
accurate discrim inating reasoning, its
closeness of arg ument , energy of ex-
pression, and powerful appeals to the
understanding, and to the best affec-
tions of the heart , it is calculated to
impress the reflectin g unbeliever , and
to str engthen and anim ate the faith
of the Christian . To the intelli gent
and well-disposed young, who have
made some progress in intel lectual
culture , it is peculiarl y suited ; and it
cannot but leave impressions in thei r
tni nds favourable to religious obedi-
ence/*

To give an extended analysis of this
discours e is unnecessar y ; but we may
give a bri ef outline. The first portion
of it is occupied with an able, and , as
far as we can perceive , irrefutable ;
t rai n of reason ing, against the objec-
tion found ed on the miracul ous cha-
racter of our religion.

" I have laboured in ^these remarks to
shew, that the uniformit y of nature is up
pr esump tion agaiust mirac ulous agency,
when emp loyed in confirma tion of such areli fir ion as Christi ani t y. Nature , on the
cont rar y, furnish es a presumption in its
favour . Nature clearly shews to us apower above itself, so that it proves mi-racles to be possible. Nature reveal s
Pur poses and . attri butes in its Author ,jvith which Chri stianity remarkabl y agrees.Natu re too has deficiencies , which shewthat it was uot intended by its Author to

be .his whole method of instructi ng inan-
kind 4; and in this way it igives rgr eaf cdfa-
nrmatiofi to Ohtisti&tiityy \vhich infeets Us
wants , suppl ies its chasips, explains its
mysteries , and lightens its heart -oppr ess-
ing cares and sorrows ,"—Pp. J7 ^JL8,
Bristol ed. - > . .

Dr. Charming then pfoc;3£ds, after
referrin g to Dr. Cam pbell, to atdjtf a
few remarks on Mr. Huiiie ^ $o£e,<i.
and specious but fut ile arguitieht on
miracles.

The great e rrors of , the serious ,
intell igent unbeliever appear to us
partl y to consist in bis forgetti ng that
there are laws of mind as well aa ^rf
matter ; and partl y, in his tainking,
of the laws of nature as somethin g
different fro m the modes of Divine
operation , and leaving out of view tir e
great ends for which they are V ad-
hered to , in the common order of pro-
viden ce. If those great ends are test
effected by a variat ion in the mo*)^
of operation, the all-comprehensive
law of benevolent wisdom requires
such departure . And the mual »nd
the extraordinarv modes of Divine
operation , all, alik e, form a part tff
tha t providence which embraces all
times, all places , all beings, and all
events.

In the second portion of the dis-
course , Dr. Ohan ning proceeds to state
•* the genera l p rincip le into which all
Christian evidences may be resol ved,
and on which the whole feligioft rests ,
and then to illustra te it in a few strik -
ing par ticulars/' Those who are* not
prepared for the reas oning of the first
part , will find less difficu lty in the
second. It disp lays, th roug hout , the
hand of a master , guided by a mind
impress ed with enlarged views of
Christian worth and the excellencies
of the gospel, and a heart elevated by
its princi ples and prospects. It jhas
the rich glow of earnest conviction,
and of ardent desire to 'lead others to
embrace , with full purpo se of heart
and devotedness of soul , that relig ion
which is fitted to make them wise and
holjr and blessed. We must select
one passage , disp lay ing a remark able
feature of Christia nity, and at the
same time a strong evidence for its
divine original :

" Since its Introdu ction , human nature
has made grea t prog ress, and soajety $*-
perien ced great changes ; and in th is
advanced condition of the world , Chris-
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tlamty, instead of losing its application
and importanc e , is found to be more and
more congenial and adapted to man 's
nature and wants. Men have outgrown
the other institution s of that period when
Christ ianit y appeared , its philosoph y, its
modes of ^warf are , its policy,, its publi c
and pri vate economy ; but Christianit y
has never shrunk as intellect has opened ,
but has always kept ia ad vance of men 's
faculties , and unfolded nobler views in
proportion as they have ascende d. The
highest powers and affecti ons which our
nature has developed , find more than
adequa te objects in this religion . Chris -
tian ity is indeed peculiarly fitted to the
more impr oved stages of society, to the
more delicate sensibilities of re fined
minds , and especially to that dissatisfac-
tion with the present stat e, which always
grows with the growth of our mor al
powers and affections . As men advan ce
in civilization , th.ey become susceptible of
mental sufferin gs, to which ru der ages
are strange rs ; and these Christ ianity is
fitted to assuage. Imagination and in.
tellect become more restless ; and Chris -
tianity brings them tranquillit y by the
eternal and magnificent truths , the so-
lemn and unbounded pro spects which it
unfolds . This fitness of our religion to
more advanced stage s of society than
that m which it was int roduced , to want s
of human nat ure not then developed ,
seems to me very striking. The rel igion
bears the marks of having come fro m a
Being who per fectly understood the hu-
man mind , and had power to pr ovide for
its progress . This feature of Christi -
anity is of the nature of prophecy . It
was an antici pation of fu ture and distant
ages ; and when we consider among whom
our reli gion sprung, where , but in God ,
can we fiud an explanatio n of this pe-
culiarity ?"— Pp. 36—38.

If we did not feel the hope tha t
every one of our reade rs will become
(if riot alread y) acquaint ed with th is
invaluable discours e, we would subjoi n
the concluding pages : but it will be
more interestin g to them to select for
themselves ; and we douht not tha t
the perusal of the whole will contri -
bute to give ener gy to their faith and
fervour to their thankfuln ess.

We should now proce ed to Pr ofessor
Norton 's very able and valua ble pam -
pklet ; but as thi s is less know n amon #
us, we wish to be somewhat more de-
ta iled in our accoun t of it , and will
defer our notice to another numb er.
As, however , we ar e desir ous that our
read ers should be appriz ed of all the
American Unit aria n tra cts repub lished

in England , we wil l subjoin a list of
the remainder , in the ord er in which
they have appeared y and this will
probabl y be found comp lete* which
our firs t , in p. 103, was not

Thoughts on Trite and False Reli-
gion. By Andre ws Norton , Dexter
Pro fessor of Sacred Liter ature in the
University of Cambri dge, Massaehu-
sets. Rep rinted from the American
edition , by the Li verpool Unita rian
Tract Society, 1822. Pric e 6rf.

Hints to Unitarians , * From the
Christian Discip le, published at Bos-
ton , America. Liverpoo l, 1823. Pr ice
Ad.

Consolations of ZJnitaria nism, p ar -
ticularly in the Hour of Death * Two
Essays from the Unit arian Miscellany,
published in Baltim ore Liverpo ol,
1823. (Fourth Liverpool Edition ,
1825.) Prk >e Ad.

Substitutes for  Religion. Extracted
from the Christian Disciple. Liver-
pool, 1824. Pri ce Ad.

A Sermon delivered et the Ordina-
tion of the Rev. Ezra Stiles Gannett.
as Colleague Pa stor of the Church of
Christ y in Federa l Street', Boston,
June 30, 1824. By Willia m Eller y
Channing, Pas tor of the said Church.
Liverp ool, 1824. Price 6d.

Memoirs of the Rev* J. S. Buck-
minster, and the Rev. S. C. Thatcher.
Reprint ed from the Memoi rs pre fixed
to the Sermons of the respective Au-
thors . Liverpool , 1824.

The Duties of Children : A Sermon
delivered to the Religious Society in
Federal Street , Boston. By W. E.
Channing, D. D. Reprinted from the
fift h Ameri can edition. Liverp ool,
1825. -Price 2d. ; and a libera l allow-
ance made to schools, and to thos e
who buy to give away. *

Correspon dence relative . to the Pro -
sp ects of Christian ity and the Means
of promoting its Reception in Fndiq.
Cambrid ge (U. S.) University Pres s.
Londo n, 1825. Reprinted for Char les
Fox and Co. Price 3^. 6rf.

Three Important Questions Answer-
ed, relating to the Christian Name,
Charact er,, and Hopes* By Henry

^ t i i - 
m — r i -* - ' 

f ~

* In the imprint it is ss*id to be said
by C. Fox and <E5o., 33, Thread needle

- Street ; and prob ably all the Liverp ool
reprinted Ameri ca a publicat ions may be
had fro m Mr. C. Fox * .
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Ware, Pastor of the Second Church in
Boston. Bristol, 1825. Priee 4rf.

A Discourse on the Prop er Cha-
ra cter of Religious Institutions, deli-
vered at the Opening of the Inde-
pendent Congrega tional Church, at
Salem, on Dec. 7, 1824. By Henry
Colnmn. Liverpool, 1825. Price 6d.

At Clifton, on the 19th of May, Fann y,
wife of M ichael Hinton Castle , Esq.,
and fi fth daug hter of the late Ravvsou
Har t Boddam , Esq., fomerly govern or of
Bombay.

The period of protracted suffering
which preceded her dissolution would
have dwelt with unmingled anguish upon
th e memor y of the friends who wit-
nessed it , had it not been for the sub-
missive resignatio n and disciplined feeling
she evinced , which shed a brightness even
on the dark cham ber of sufferin g and of
death.

After cont ending for nearly six months
wit fy a formi dabl e disease, anxious for
recovery , and attentiv ely pursuing the
means calculated to promote it , the un-
subdu ed state of the complaint , and the
ravages it had committed on her con-
stit utio n , impress ed her with a full con-
viction t hat she had not long to live.
It was not with out a painfu l struggl e
that she relinquis hed her last hope of
recovery. She admitted that she felt ita severe tnal , blessed as she was with
every thing th at could render life de-sirabl e , to resign all her earthl y enjoy-
ment * ; and she could not , she said, con-template witho ut awe " the unk nown&t ^e \UP°" which she was entering .

Having, however, once gone through
"* P«H:es» of reco nciling her mind to
, e ldca «f death , she main tained to thea*t moment of her existence, which con-uuiied ii )V "earl y a mouth longer , th<$

A Sermon, delivered at the Ordina-
tion of the Rev. W* H* Fur ness, as
Pastor of the First Congregational
Unitaria n Church in Philadelphia^Jan . 12, 1825. By Henry Ware, J tin,,
of Boston, Liverpool, 1825. Price
6d~

most perfect resignation to the Divine
Will , and exhibited a state of mind alike
interesting and edifying to those aro und
her.

Many, she said , in. her circumstances ,
derived all their support and consolation
fro m a reliance upon the meri ts and
sufferings of Jesus Christ , and the doc-
trine of the atonement , (these were her
own sentiments before she left the Es-
tablished Church) , but in her view the
Scr iptures neither required nor warranted
the belief of such a doctrine ; and she
was convince d that those opinions could
not affo rd greater support and satisfa c-
tion to the dying, than she experienced
in resting her hopes upon the mercy of
an all-good and almighty Parent , who
directed all events to answer the best
purp oses, and who had prom ised eterna l
life to the obedient and humble follow-
ers of his Son, Jes us Christ. After ex-
pressing the most kind and Christian
feelings towards those who differe d from
her in opinion, she observed how extra -
ordinary and unaccounta ble it appeared
to her , that any should feel such con-
fidence in their own judg ment upon the
doctrines of the Scrip tures , as not only
to decide that they were right and ail
others wron g, but presumptu ously to
limit the favour of God , a»d the promise
of eternal life to such as believed as they
did , deny ing the blessings of the gospel
to those who, with equal earnestness ,
equal talents , equa l investi gatio n, and
equa l means of ascerta ining the truth ,
had arrived at a different conclusion.

During the interval referred to (from
the time of her giving up all expectation
of recovery to her dissolutio n, a period of
nearl y four weeks) , when her strength
enabled and her suffer ings permitted her ,
she took an affection ate leave of her
children , and of the various members of
her famil y, by who m .she was watched
with the most anxious sol ici t ude and
lender at tention. Sometimes she would
send for frieuds not belong ing to her fa-
mily, bidding them adie u, and giving
them some Mil ling memorial of her re-
gard . Those who were presen t at these
scenes, can best tell Low affecting and
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1825. M arch 24, at Prospect Place ,
iFa lworth, at an advance d age , the Rev.
Benj amin Ger ran s, a gentleman no less
eminent as a classical scholar than as an
Orientali st. His faithfu l and elegaut
tran slation of a Persia n MS., entitled ,
" The Tooti Namet ," and " The Tra -
vels of Rabbi Benja min," from the He-
bre w, placed him high in the estimation
of tfye admirers of Oriental literature . A
domestic calam ity, added to intensity of
study, had for man y years occasioned
sac)i st rong- feelings of misanthropy , as
to deprive his (famil y of the advantages
ant icipated from the exercise of his pow-
erfu l genius and deep researc hes.



impress ive they ' were. She part icularly
requeste d tbat her children might be
brou ght up in the belief of the doctrines
of Uuilarianism , and was very solicitous
before she left the worl d to dedicate to
God , by bapti smal service, the infan t
whose birth iimmediatel y ,  preceded her
illness. Lying on her death -bed , in the
presence of her husband and three other
chiMre n, and surrounded ' by those re la-
tions whom she most dearly loved, the
affecting ceremony was impressivel y per-
formed by the Rev . J ohn Rowe, twelve
day s before her death. She went thro ugh
it with much calmness , and expressed the
great satisfacti on it had given her.

Occasiona lly, when the cheerfu l sun-
shine beamed throug h her chamber win-
dow, or when her eye rested upon the
brig ht green of the vernal foliage , re-
collections of the many earthl y blessings
which Providence had conferred upon her
would crowd upon her mind , and she
would say with tears , " Even now I could
wish the bitter cup might pass from me;
but I am resigned to the will of God ,
convinced that he knows what is best
for me,"

At times , during the agony of her suf-
ferings , after asking how long she could
live, and expressin g her earnest wish that
Providence would release her fro m her
painful existence , she would re proach
herself with want of resi gnation , and
declare her firm conviction that her tri als
were intended for her good ; and often
while mos t diffident of the power of her
faith to enable her to bear with fortitud e
her heavy affliction , she was exhibit! ug
to those aroun d her a remark able exam-
ple of the influence of religious princi ple
in imparting a pati en t and dutiful sub-
mission to the Almight y will , and evincin g
that fram e of mind so characteristic of
the humbl e Christian.

They who deligh t in contemplati ng a
triump han t death -bed, and consider that
salvation is certain only to such as, ela-
ted with the imagined glories of hea-
ven , and confident of possessing them ,
pro fess a wish to resign all the joys and
duties of thi s life, would derive no satis-
faction from the quiet , unosten tatiou s
close of the life of this inter esting and
amiable woman. H ere were to be wit-
nessed no ecstacies , no enthusiasm , no
violent excitement , no fancied con tempt
for the comforts an d enjoyments of the
world , no pre sumptuous claim to the
favour of Heaven ; but , with a deep sense
of the impor tant sphere of usefu lness in
which , as the mother of four 'youn g
childre n she was placed ; with an acut e
sensibility to the comforts she was blessed
with ; with an earne st desire to contin ue
hi the society of those she so tende rl y
loved ; and in the performa nce of the va-

rious duties of a wife, a mother, a daugh-
ter , add a sister , which she had hithert o
discharge d in so exemplary a manner •
she submissivel y bowed to the will of
Heaven , sincer ely lamenting her frailty
and imperfe ctions , yet humbl y hoping for
forgiveness, and the possession of that
blessed immortality which Jesus Chris t
had broug ht to light , acknowle dging th e
support she received , and unifor mly de-
claring her unhesitating belief th at her
suffering s and her death were wisely aud
mercifull y appointed.

Nor was it , to those who had the pri -
vilege of witnessing it , an uninte resting
testimon y to the efficacy of the great
princi ples of the Gospel over peculiariti es
of rel igious faith, to see her surr ound ed
by her dearest fr iends , most of them
differing from her in opinion , yet all
minglin g with hers the tears of separa -
tion ; j oining with her in devout aspir a-
tions to t heir common Parent for con-
solation and support 5 and unit ing with
her in the humble and couflding hope of
a re-union in that state where sin and
sorro w, sickness and death , will be known
no more ; and thus manif esting their full
accor dance in the explicit declaratio n of
Scri pture tha t "h e that feareth God , and
worketh ri ghteousness , is accepted with
him:9

J une 9, at his house in Artillery Place,
Finsbury , in the 82d year of his .age, the
Rev. Abraham Rees , D.D., F. R. S. &c,
of a decay of nature , which had been for
some time visibly approaching. Of this
eminen t man , who had been active and
distinguis hed in the literary world , and
particularl y among the Protestant Dis-
senters of London , for more than hal f a
cen t ury, we shall hereafter give an amp le
memoir. His naturall y stro ng mind , his
various knowledge, his habits of busine ss,
his urba nity aud courtesy, his eloqueuc e,
his comman ding presence , and his up-
right and honourable characte r , crea ted
for him a place of no ordinary importan ce
in society ; and his loss will very Jon g
be deeply felt, and especially by those
that had the peculiar happ iness of his
frien dsh ip. It will give grea t pleasure to
man y of our readers to learn that his
end was without pain , and serene , and
Christian. His congregation shewed th eir
respe ct to his memory, and gratitude for
his invaluable public labours , by un der-
taking his funeral , at which the sever al
bodies with which he had stood par-
ticularl y connected , (Dr. Williams '* 'lru .s-
tees, the Presb yterian Min isters , and the
Managers of the Presb yte ria n Fun d) at-
tended in consequence of special resolu-
tions to this effect. His body was car ried
to the chape l in J ewin Street \ and on
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Saturday the 18th kist.* the congregation
and the other gentlemen who wished to
pay the last tribu te of respect to him ,
assembled at the Library in Red-Cross
Stre et , and tkence proceeded to the
chapel, wher e Dr. T. Rees delivere d an
Ora tion , in which he sketched , with an
ahle hand , the mind and char acter of the
deceased. The proces sion then moved to
Bunhili fields , wher e the service was
concluded. The pall was borne by six
minis ters of the Three Denominations ,
The next day , Sunday the 19th in stant ,
the funeral sermon was preached in
Jewin Stree t , to a crowded auditory , by
the Rev. R. Asplanp, on a subject which
was ever near the heart of the deceased ,
viz . The Reunion of Christian Frie nds in
a Future State . The Rev. D. Da^ison,
the Doctor's recent ly - appointed col-
league , condu cted the devotional service s
on this occasion. (Dr. Rees had ap-
pointed , by his will, the two gentlem en
before-named , that officiated in the fu-
neral services.) Both the Oration and
the Sermon are , at the request of the
family and congregation , to be published.

Ju ne 13th , in the 71st year of her age,
at Beading , after eight days of painful
suffering, Mrs . Cham pion , whose sound

DOMESTI C.
RELIGIOUS.

Ma nches ter College , York.
The 38-9th Anuual Meeti ng of the

Trustees of this Institution was held in
the Cr oss-Street Chape l Rooms, Man-
chester , on Friday the 6th of August ,
1824, when , it being determined in future
to hold the Manchester Annual Meeting
of Trus tees on the Thursd ay neare st to
the fir st full moon subsequent to the 22nd
of Febr uar y, the anniversar y of the foun-
dati on of the College , the meeting ad-
journed , at its close, to the 3rd of March
last , ha v ing first passed a vote requesting
th e officer s of the College to continue in
office un til that day.

On the ard of March , Samuel Kay,
Ksq., having been called to the C hai r,
th e proceeding s of the Co mmittee since
the for mer Ann ual Meeting v^ere read ,
approv ed of, and confirmed , and votes of
tha nks were passed to the several officersof th e In stitu tion , for their services duri ngl*»e past year. The following officerswere th en elected for the year ensuing,viz. Jo seph Str utt , Esq., Pre sident ; James
¦ouchct t , Esq. , Peter M artineau , Esq.,

sense, sincere piety* dppie^t ic virtues ,
liberal spirit , activ e charity ^ ardent friend-
ship, conjuga l and mat ern al aifecjAoii, en-
deared her to ail her family aird friends,
and rendered the time of her depar ture
from this li fe a season of deep afflict ion.
Her sorrowing fami ly will long - cherish
her memory , in the pleasing anticipat ion
of a happ y reunion m a state or con-
scious being , where death will have no
more dominion over man , or power to
rend the sacred bond of mut ual affection.
The deceased had in earl y life embra ced
the Calviiiistic system of reli gious belief ;
but she graduall y aband oned it; and ,
after havi ng adopted the doctrine of uni-
versal restoration , fro m the writings of
Mr. Winchester , she became , for the
last four teen years of her life, a decided
and zealous Unitarian .

Daniel G askell , Esq., Abraham Crompton ,
Esq., the Rev . J ohn Yates , and the Rev.
Joh n Kent ish ,Vice-Presidents ; and George
William Wood , Esq., Treasurer. The
office of Visitors continues to be rilled by
the Rev. W. Turner and the Rev . Dr.
Carpenter , and that of Public Examiners
by the Rev. Dr . Button and the Rev *
John Gooch Robberds. The Deputy
Treas urers were re-elected with the ad-
dition of Mr. Joh n Bel l for York and the
nei ghbourhood. At a second adjourn -
ment of that meeting held on the 7th of
April last , Ottivvell Woo d , Esq., in the
Chair , Mr . S. D. Darbish ire and the
Rev. J.  J. Tay ler were appointed Secre-
taries , and Mr. Samuel Kay and Mr.
Samue l Allcock Auditors , and the Com-
mittee was re-elected with the exception
of the Rev. J ohn Grund y, Mr. Edwa rd
Hanson and Mr. Robert Phili ps, Ja n. ,
who are succeeded by Mr. Benjamin
Hey wood , Mr. Samuel Allcock , and the
Rev. Robert Smcthurst .

The number of Student s in the College
during tfie last Session was twenty-nine ,
viz. ten Lay Student s and nineteen Di-
vinit y Stude nts , of whom twelve wer e on
the foundati on on full exhibitions , and
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June 15, at Leigh Rectory , near Rei-
gate , Surrey , in the 58th year of his age,
Samue l Wilton , Esq , eldest sun of the
late Dr. Wilton , formerl y ministe r of the
Weigh-House , East Cheap , who , though
he has been long dead , and died at an
earl y age , is remembered with esteem
and respect as the friend and champion
of religious liberty . (See his Review of
the Thirty- nine Articles.)
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live on half exhibitions . Mr. Payne and
Mr. Ryland havin g: completed thei r course
of educatio n, hare left the College : and
on the vacancies thus occasioned * Mr.
Edward H igginson and Mr. Fran cis Dar-
bi shire have succeeded to the full exhibi-
tions. Mr. Russe ll , a Divinity Student on
the foundation of the Hackney Education
Fund , has retired fro m the College, and
his place has been supp lied by Mr. Josep h
Ketley.

The number of Divinity Students in
the College , at the commencement of the
present Session , was twenty , viz. Messrs .
M itchelson, Beard , Brown , Wreford ,
Tagart and Wor thington , iu the last
year of thei r course ; Messrs . Howaith ,
Aspland and Lee , in the fourth ; Messrs.
Talbot , M artinea u and Ketley, in the
third ; Messrs. Rankin , Squire , Higgin -
son, Darbishire and Phili pps, in the se-
cond ; and Mr. Thomas Davis, son of the
Rev, Timoth y Davis , of Oldbu ry , (on the
Hackney Education Fund Foundation ,)
and Mr. Samuel Cockroft , of Kendal , in
the first ; the latte r of whom , the Trus-
tees regre t to state , has since been ob-
liged, in consequence of ill health , to re-
tire from the College. There are also
ten Lay Students .

At th is Meeting the Treasurer 's ac-
counts were produced and read , duly au-
dited by Mr. Samuel Kay and Mr. Ben-
jamin Heywood , and were allowed. The
Trustees have the satisfa ction of stating
that the report of the stat e of the funds
was a favourable one. The recei pts for
the year 1823-4 have been so far satisfac -
tory as to enable them, afte r discharg ing
the current demands of the year , to clear
off the arrear of the former year , and to
mak e the customary appro priation to the
Permanent Fund for covering the pro -
gressive deterioration of value in the
building pro perty.

There has been a small incre ase in the
Aunual Subscri ptions ; the Congrega-
tional Collections have amounted to 210/.
6s. 4d. ; the Recei pts from Fellowship
Funds to 31/- 10s.; and the Benefactions
to 313/. 14*. ; the latte r amount includes
a donat ion of Fifty Pounds ' from Mrs.
Toogood , of Sherborne , in Dorsetshire ,
and another for the like sum from an
anonymo us female friend. The Trustees
have also to acknowled ge the recei pt of
165/. 12s. l \ d .  from the executors of Mrs.
Hannah Webb , -of Barringto n , Somerset-
shire , relict of Francis Webb , Esq., the
produ ce of a legacy, bequeathed by that
lad y to the Treasurer , " for the benefit
of the Ins titution . "

it was stated iu the last report that
the Committee wer e in treaty for the pur-
chase of an estate near Kirb y Moorside ,
hi Yorkshire , as an investment for the

Permanent Fund. w This purc hase has
since been completed , and the Committee
are now in possession of the estate. The
great depre ssion which had taken place
in the value of landed prop erty , combined
with the high price of the funds , and the
small rate of interest to be got for money,
seemed to point out that the moment was
particu larl y pr opitious for an investment
of this nature ; and it is hoped that the
selection which the Committee have made,
of the estate in question , will prove a
valuabl e addition to the real pro perty of
the College. The purchase consider ably
exceeds the amount of the funds at pre -
sent available , but the eligible nature of
the estate made the Commit tee feel un-
willing not to secure it ; the objections
to making a purchase beyond the existing
mean s were not overlooked , but they did
not appear on consideration to be of a
formid able nature , whilst such a step
seemed to carry with it some prospective
advantages. The Committe e moreover
felt the difficulty of postp oning the pur-
chase till an estat e should offer of the
precise value required , and which should
be suitable in point of situat ion and in
all other respects to their wants.

By the existence of a temporar y debt
on the estate , the Trustees will be spared
the necessity of looking out for further
investment s, for a considerable time to
come, for those gradual accumu lations
for replacing the progressiv e decrease of
value in their building property , which
the policy of the Trust ees has so long
sanctioned , and by which the permanent
value of the College estate s can alone be
maintained. These accumulations will
by degrees discharge the debt , and the
advantage of possessing a compact es-
tate of considerab le value, rather than
different detach ed properties , will then
be obvious.

The arrangemen ts which hav e been
mad e for obt aining the required pecuni-
ary accommodation , cannot fail , it is
hoped , to prove as satisfactory to the
Trustees as they have done to the Com-
mittee. The purcha se-money is 9000/. ,
toward s which it will be necessary, for
the present to borro w 4000/. ; nearl y the
whole of which sum has been most han d-
somely offered to the acceptance of the
Committe e by variou s friends , in sums of
200/. each , at an intere st of 3§ per cent *
per annum ; the princi pal to be repaid by
instalments , at the convenience of the
Committee , but at a ra te of not less than
5 per cent , per annum. As the rental of
the estate is likel y to produce 3  ̂per cent ,
on the purchas e, it is expected that no
loss of income will be occasioned by the
circumstance of a part of the money re-
quiring to-be borrowed .
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The estate has been conveyed to Ro-
bert Philipps, Esq., of the Park, near
Manchester, a member of the Committee,
and a gentleman well kn own as one of
the oldest and steadiest patrons of the
CoiLege ; and it is thought expedient to
postpone the execution of the Deed of
Trust until the debt is redeemed , when it
is intended to convey it to Trustees on
such trusts as may be deemed advisable.
The writings are in the mean time to be
deposited with the Solicitor of the Com-
mittee, in trust, as a security for the pay-
ment of the borrowed money, but no
mortgage will be required.

The estate consists of about three hun-
dred and ten acres, of which forty are in
wood, and the remainder chiefl y arable :
—it is proposed to increase the quantity
of wood-land, as the timber grows with
great luxuriance, and some parts of the
estate are particularly suited for that
mode of occupation. Since the purchase
was made, timber has been sold to the
value of 8001., tfre proceeds of which will
be available in the course of 1826 for the
reduction of the debt : the remainder of
the purchase-money will be raised from
the existing property of the College, iu-
cluding some building ground in Man-
chester, worth about 800/., the sale of
which has just been contracted for , and
which has hitherto been unproductive.

The money in the Stocks has been sold
out at prices that leave a profit of nearly
500/. on the investments, as will be seen
by a reference to cc The state of the
Funds," at the foot of the cash account.
The chie f rents have been since sold on
favourable terms.

In relation to this investment the two
following resolutions were passed, viz.

Resolved, " That the Treasurer be au-
thorized to advan ce whatever sum may
be necessary for completing the purchase
of the estate, and that the title deeds and
estate be a security for repayment of
such advance, in common with the other
suras borrowed for the like purpose."

Resolved, " That the Ling Moor and
Oxclose Estate be held for the sam e
purposes and under the same conditions,
as the Permanent Fund, subject never-
theless to the payment of the money bor-rowed for completing the purchase, until
the same shall be otherwise discharged ,and reserving a power to sell the estate,or any part thereof, and re-invest the
proceeds, for the like purposes and onthe like conditions, if such should beju dged expedient."

The following amended regulations forthe admission of Divinity Students wereadopted at this Meeting, and ordered to»e inserted in the fu ture reports of the
V^stees, instead of thoso before existing,
' lut

4€ That no one shall be admitted as a
Divinity Student, but on the recommen-
dation of three Protestant Dissenting
Ministers, residing in the neighbourhood
where he lives, who shall certify , that at
the commencement of his Course he will
have attained the full age of sixteen ;
that, on their personal examination , his
moral character, natural endowments,
and classical proficiency , are found to be
such as to qualify him for becoming a
Student for the ministry ; and that the
profession is the object of his own volun-
tary choice. It is required that he have
read, in Greek, four books of Homer,
and three books of the Cyropaedia, or the
Anabasis of Zenophon ; in Latin, four
books of Virgil, two books of the Odes
of Horace, and Sallust's History of the
Catilinarian Conspiracy and the Jugur-
thine War :—in all these he is to be exa-
mined in any part, pointed out at the
time, without previous notice. It is also
required that he shall be thoroughly ac-
quainted with the practical rules of arith-
metic, as far as vulgar and decimal frac-
tions, as usually taught in schools. Stu-
dents admitted from other academical
institutions, in any other year than the
first, will be required to have made clas-
sical proficiency, proportioned to the
standing which they wish to take. If
they enter in the second year , their tes-
timonials must also state, that they have
been examined and found competentl y
skilled in Hebrew, and have read the
book of Genesis in the original ; if in
the third year, the book of Psalms.
" It must be further understood that

when candidates are admitted as Divinity
Students, it is under the implied obliga-
tion on their part , that it is their honk
iide intention, and that of their friends ,
that they shall go through the fu ll College
course, and that to quit the College at an
earlier period, for the purpose of under-
taking any congregational charge, cannot
be sanctioned by the Trustees."

Applications for the admission of Di-
vinity Students on the Foundatio n must
be addressed either to the Rev. Charles
Wellbeloved, York , or to one of the Se-
cretaries at M anchester, before the first
day of May : they will be decided upon
at the York Annual Meeting of Trustees,
on the last Friday in June, when such
Candidates will be preferred , as, from
their testimonials, appear to be most
eligible. The Divinity Students on the
Foundation have every expense of lec-
tures, board and lodging, defra yed for
them.

The Chair was then taken by Mr. Sa-
muel Kay , and the thanks of thê Meeting
voted to Ottiwell Wood, Esq., for his
services as the President. In the after-
noon of the same day, the friends of the
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College dined together at the Bndgewater
An&& near- Manchester, to commemo-
rate fhe Thirty-ninth Anniversary* of the
lustitution, Ottiwell Wood, Esq., in the
Chair.

S. D. DARBISHIRE,
J .  J f TAYLER,

' Secretaries.
Manchester, June 20, 1825.

¦ ^̂ M  ̂ t i

well as to America, for- contribu tions
without vr^iclî tl^r

i)
rpspects were dark!

A second grant orTraets, to the amount
of ^?t0, was voted, to be placed at the
disposal of the Senior Divinity Students
in Manchester College, York , for distri-
bution , in aid of their Missionary labou rs.
And tracts to the amount of 1/. were also
voted to be placed at the dis posal of each
minister of th e congregations connected
with the society. When the business of
the Tract , Society was concluded , eleven
ministers, and thirty-three of their lav
friends, dined together, the Rev.R. Astley
in the chair. In the course of the after-
noon the subject of Unitarian Christi-
anity in India formed a leading subject of
conversation ; and a letter having been
read from the Secretary of the Unitari an
Fund , st ating the necessity of immediate
support to the Rev. Wm. Adam at Cal-
cutta , in order to prevent the loss of h is
services as a preacher of Unitarian Chris-
tian ity in India , aft er much interesting
discussion upon the mode in which sup-
port could be effectually given—it was
resolved, " That a society be forthwith
formed for the support of Foreign Uni-
tarian Missions. . That this Meeting
recommend it accordingly to their Uni-
tarian brethren in other parts of England
to co-operate in the establishment of such
a society ; and that the undersigned agree
to support this object by contribution of
the don ations and annual subscriptions
placed opposite to their respective names,"

(See the Wrapper.)

Ecclesiastical Preferm ents.
Dr. Thomas Burgess is translated

from the See of St. David's to that of
Salisbury, vacant by the death of Dr.
John Fisher: and Dr. John Banks Jen-
kinson is appointed to the See of St.
David's.

The Rev. C. R. Sumner, M. A<> tc
the place of Canon or Prebendary of the
Metropolitical Church of Ca nterbury , void
by the cession of the Hon. and Rev.JTugh
Percy .

The Rev. Thomas Gaisford, M. . A .,
Professor of Greel* in the University of
Oxford , to the place of Canon or Pre-
bendary of the Cathedral Church of
Worcester , void by the Resignation of
the Rev. C. R. Sumner.
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Annual Meeting- of the Unitarian
Ministers and Tract Society in the
Wes t-Riding of Yorkshire.
The Annual Meeting of tlie Unitarian

Ministers in the West-Riding of York-
shire, with their fri ends, and of tlie
West-Riding Tract Society, was held at
Halifax, on the 11th of May. The Rev.
Thomas Johnstone, of Wakefteld , c#i-
ducted the devotional services ; and the
Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, of York,
preached a most admirable sermon from
1 Tim. iii. 16, which was eminently
characterized by soundness of criticism,
clearness of exposition, and close adhe-
rence to genuine scriptural Christianity.
As Mr. Wellbeloved kindly acceded to
the unanimous wish of the friends , who
afterwards dined together, that he would
allow the sermon to be published as
early as his numerous and highly-impor-
tant avocations may permit , the writer
of this article will not venture upon any
attempt to convey an idea of its excel-
lence.

At the close of the religious service
the Annual Meeting of the West-Riding
Tract Society was held in the chapel, and
was numerously attended. The Rev. T.
Johnstone presided. The Report of the
Secretary contained a satisfactory ac-
count of the operations of the Society,
and urgent appeals for continued and
increasing support . The Secretary took
an opportunity of reading a letter which
he had recently received from the Rev.
W. Adam , dated Calcutta , Oct. 21 , 1824,
in which , afte r acknowledging the re-
ceipt of tracts sent the preceding year as
a dona tion from the West-Riding Tract
Society, be states, that an eligible plot of
ground , in an open and central part of
the city, had been purchased at the ex-
pense of about ,£1250, for the intended

' chapel . He adds, rather despondingly,
that this was a greater sum than had at
that time been subscribed , and that they
were looking anxiously to finglaud , as

* In consequence of the change from
Augast to February, of the day for hold-
ing the Annual Meeting, the adjourned
Meeting held on the 3d March was, in
fact, the Thirty ninth f rom the found ah
tion of the College. :

The Annual General Meeting of the
Subscribers and Friends to the Devon
and Cornwall Unitarian Association
will be hejd at Exeter^ on Wednesday,
the 6th July, when the Rev# Henry Acton
is expected to preach,,.

NOTICES OF ANNIVERSARIES.



At a Meeting of the Genera l Body
of the Pr otestant Dissenting- Min-
isters of the Three Denom inations,
resident in and abou t London and
Westminster , /widen at the Library
in Red-Cross Street, on the Third
&<*y of May. 1825, the Rev. JohnPye Smith, D. /)., in the Chair ,—

It was Resolved unanimousl y,1. That the members of this Body,though differ ing widely in their modes ofinterpre ting Scri pture , and in the doc-tnnes which they conceive to be dedtici -™e from th at sacred fountai n , are unani -mousi in the persua sion that the formingOT religious sent iments by fre e inquiry ,

the making ah open profession of them,
and the teaching and disseminating of
them by argum ent and exhortation , by
speaking , writin g, and ilie observances <*freligious worshi p, or by any other peace-
able and ration al methods , is a right of
mankind , inherent and imprescr iptible,
coufe rre d by the Creator , essent ial to
moral accountableness, and which caa
never be infrin ged with out injury and
insult to the suffer ers , and deep crimi-
nality on the part of those who are guilty
of the infract ion.

2. That it is pr oved, by the evident
reason of the case and the univers al
experien ce of mankind , that ther e is no
greater obstacle to the improvem ent of
the human race in knowledge and hap *
piness, to the solid intere sts of national
economy, to the elucida tion of religions
truth , to the satisfactor y termin ation of
religious controversies , and to the eventual
and universal triumph of the genuin e Gos-
pel of Christ , than persec ution for the sake
of conscience and religious profes sion.

3. That , wiiefcher such persecuti on
wear its most barbar ous form of dire ct
punishment for religious opinions, or
whether it be exercised in the way of
refusing protect ion, denying justice, or
any deprival whatsoev er of civil rights ,
it is in princi ple the same ; a high crime
against God, and deserving the reproba -
tion of all good men : according to the
memorable declarat ion of the Emperor
Maximilian II., that "he would never
arrogate dominion over men's consciences,
which is the preroga tive of the Deity
alone ; that no sin was, in his jud gment ,
more heinou s, than for any man to wish
to exercise such dominion ; and that those
poten tates who have attempted it, as they
invade the sovereignty of Heaven , so they
not unfre quentl y lose their own power ou
earth , and their names go down to pos-
terity with infamy and reproach ." *

4. Tha t, therefore , it is with astonish -
ment and sorrow that this Body has re-
ceived, from different and credibl e sour -
ces, the information , that in Switzerl and ,
which used to be regarded as an asylum
of those who fled from persecution , and
particularly in the Canto n of Vaud , under
a Protestant Govern ment and a Presby-
terian Chu rch , a severe persecution has
been for more than a year exercised upon
peaceable citizens , of spotless mora l and
political character , for no alleged crime,
but the fact of their thinking it thei r duty

? Vid . Werenfelsh Dissert. ApoL
pro Plebe Christian ^ adversus Doctores
J udicium de Dogniatib us Fidei ilii au-
fcren tes ; et de Jure in Conscient ias ab
Hotnine non usurpando *. apud Opuscu la,
pag. 63. Basilete , 1718.
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Western Unitar ian Society *—The
Annual Meeting of this Society will be
held at TrowMdge, on Wedn esday, the
13th of J uly, wfcen the Rev. R. Aspland
is expected to preach ,

North-E aste rn Unitari an Associ-
at ion.—-iThe Annual Meeting of the
horth-Bj astern Unitarian Association will
be held at Boston, in the county of Lin-
coln, on Thursday , the 14th of Jul y. The
Rev. Georg e H arris , of Bolton, is ex-
pected to officiate upon the occasion.
The morning service will commence at
eleven, and the evening service at seven
o'clock. The service of the preced ing
evening, which will be conducted by the
Rev. William Selby, of Lynn , will com-
mence at seven o'clock*

The Annu al Meeting of the Sussex
Unitarian Association will be held at
Horsh am, on Wedne sday , tjie 27th of
J uly , 1825, when a sermon will be pre ach•
ed at the Baptis t Meeting-house , by the
Rev. £. Chapm an, of Deptford .

The Annual Meeting of the Unitari an
Tract Societ y for Warwickshire and
the neighbouring counties, will take place
at the New Meeting, Birmingham, on
Wednes day, July 27 th. The Rev. WJ. Fox
has engaged to preach on the occasion.

Mr. Yeate s, late minister of the Uni-
tar ian congreg ation at Sidmouth , has
accepted the unani mous invitation of the
members of the Unitarian meeting at
Collumpton, Devon, to succeed their late
deceased pas tor, the Rev. J ohn Davis.

The Annua l Meeting of the Southern
Unitarian Society will he held at P oole,
on Wednesday , August 3d. The Rev. E.
Kell , A. M., of Newport , is expected to
preach in the morning ; and the Rev, i.
Fullagar , of Chichester , in the evening.
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to dissent from the Church Establishme nt
of that country, and their attempting ac-
cordi ngly to hold assemblies for reli gious
worshi p, in the way which to them ap-
pears most agreeable to the Holy Scrip-
tures , and most conducive to their own
mora l impro vement. This persecution
has consisted in the distu rbance of reli gi-
ous meetings * in affording counte nance
to assaults and cruelties inflicted by
savage mobs upon innocent individual s,
in the refusal of protection from such
injuries when formal application has
been made to the magistracy, in acts of
the Government denouncing severe pen-
alties upon all persons who may hold
rel igiou s assemblies , however smal l, ex-
cepti ng those of the Establi shed Com-
munion, and in the infliction of those
penal ties , by fine , impris onment ,* and
banis hment , upon variou s respectable
perso ns, amon g whom are ministers of
unquestione d character for piety, learning ,
and usefulness.

5. That while th is Body disclaims any
pretenc e of a right to interf ere in the af-
fairs of forei gn riations , it acknowl edges
itself bound by the obligations of huma-
nity , to testif y its sympath y with the op-
pressed and persecuted ; atid by the priii-
ciples of>our common reli gion , to use
every lawful and practicable effort mfor
the relief of innocent suffer ers , and to
contribute towards removing the foul
reproach of persecution fro m fellow-
chnstian s and fellow-protestants in any
part of the world .

6. Th at this Body indulges the hope
that calm reflection and au experience of
the mischiefs prod uced by intolerance
will speedil y lead the Govern ment of the
Canto n of Vaud, to repeal the unj ust and
cru el edicts which it has issued against
Dissenters , and to give effect to those
princi ples of reli gious freedom which are
the basis of the Protest ant Religion and
are a mai n support of the prosperit y and
happ iness of our own country.

7. Finall y, that we invit e our fellow-
christians , and especiall y our brethr en in
the holy ministry , of every denomi nation ,
to implore , in their private and publi c
supp lications at the throne of grace , the
bestowroent of present consolation and
apee dy relief upon all who , for conscience
towards God , are endurin g unmerit ed suf-
ferin gs, from cruel mockin gs, bonds , and
imprisonment , spoliation , destitu tion ,
and exile*

J. P\te Smith , Chairman.

pages , thoug h it has been some time pub-
lished 5 and must be well known to many
of our readers .]

Fellow-Country men ,
We are your friends , your sincere

friends , desirous to protect and to serve
you ; we address you from motives of
pure kindness and disinterested affection.

Listen to us, because we are your
friends > attend to us, because we are
most desirous to be of use to you ; weigh
well and deliberatel y what we offer to
your consideratio n ; consider car efully;
we appeal to your good sense and your
reason ; make use of that common sense
which Provi dence has in its bounty given
you , in a degre e equal , and perhaps su-
perior to any people on the face of the
globe ; think coolly and dispassionatel y
upon the advice which we give you, and
you will find it consistent with good sense
and honesty, and strongl y recommended
by every princi ple of moralit y, and by all
the sacre d dictates of religion.

We advise you to refrai n totall y from
all secre t societies ; fro m all pr ivate com-
binations ; from every species of White -
boyism, or Ribbo nism, or by whate ver
othe r name any secre t or private associa-
tion may be called. We would not at-
tempt to deceive or delude you ; we could
not obtain your confidence if we were to
state falsehoods ; and if we could, we
would not purch ase confidenc e at the
expense of truth.

We do not come to tell you tha t you
have no grievan ces to compla in of, or
that there are no oppres sions to be re-
dressed ; we are sorry to be obliged to
admit that you have just cause of com-
plaint , and that there exist man y and
bitter grievances which ought to be re-
dressed ; we know that these grieva nces
and oppressions are the excuses which
too many of the uneduc ated classes of
our countr ymen have given for turb u-
lence , violence , and the formin g of secret
associations ; but we also know that ,
proceedings of tha t kind onJy aggra vate
the mischief , and increase the quant ity
of sufferin g which they pre tend to re-
dress.

It is to this that we call your particu lar
at tention ; it is to this that we req uest
your deliberate and full considerat ion.

We most solemnl y assure you, tha t
secret and illegal societies—that Ribbon-
ism, and Whi teboyi gm, and violence, and
outrage , and crime , hav e alway s increa sed
the quantit y of misery and oppre ssion in
Ire land , and have never pro duced any
relief or miti gation of the sufferin gs of
the people. Every one of you have
heard of, and many of you are old enough
to have seen, the effects of secret sccie-
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Address of the Ca tholic Association to
the P eop le of Ireland.

[This documen t is so important tha t
we think it right to register H on our



ties, and of various descri ptions of White-
boyisni, and of much illegal violence, ari d
many minor cri mes, as well as horrible
outrage s and murde rs.

Now, sett ing aside for the pre sent all
other objections , we wil l ask you whether
any good has been ever"produced by such
nrocee cfinscs or atroci ties ? You must
answer in the negative. —You must J>er-
ceive tha t the peop le have never deri ved
any bene fit fro m them. Many indi vidu -
als have su ffered long impri sonment by
reason of the m—they have caused multi-
tu des to be severed fro m their families
and nearest connexions— they have crowd-
ed the decks of the tran sport vessels, and
they have thronge d the gallows with
victims .

Theie are other evils which have at-
tended Whiteboy and Ribbon disturbances ;
and , in particular , the innocent frequentl y
suffere d for the guilty. When pro perty
is burned , or otherwise destroyed 3 the
val ue is levied off the parish , baro ny, or
county. The persou intended to be in-
j ured , gets as high l and frequently a high-
er price for his prope rty than he pr obabl y
would otherwise obtain for it. But * who
are they who pay for it? Why, nine-
tenths of them must be person s who had
no share in the crime *—an d who is it
that can make restitution to the innocent
people who are thu s obliged to pay their
money ? What a load of guilt does not
this bring home to the persons who com-
mit the crime they can never make ade-
quat e restitution for ! And how can they
ever expect to obtai n mercy fro m the all-
ju st Providen ce, while they are the means
of uncomp ensated injustice ?

Again , whereve r Whi teboy or Ribbon
offences are committed , many innocent
person s will inevitably be convicted of
crim es which they never committe d . How
man y innocent persons have been known
to suffer transpor tation ! And how many
have we seen suffe r death by reason of
White boy crim es ! Some may blame the
admini stration of the laws for these
frightful results — but good sense will
soon convince every dispassionat e man ,
tha t they are the necessary results from
the passions which are naturally excited
by Whitebo y and Ribbon outra ges and
crimes, and from the rewards which at
such peri ods are justifiabl y offere d to in-
formers ; amongst whom will be found
the very basest of mankind .

Fellow-countrymen , we tell you no-
thi ng but the tru th . No good, no ad-
vanta ge, no benefi t has ever been pro-
duced in Irela nd by Whit eboy ism or Rib -
bonisni , or any other species of secret
association . Such associatio ns are for-
bidden by the law of man—and , aa theyare ueceBsaril y pro ductive of crimes , they

are more powerful ly forbidden by the)
comman d of God ;

By the law of the lan d, any matt wn<*join s a secret association, bound toget her
by an oath , or any engagement or pro -
mise whatsoever, is liable to be trans -
ported . Any perso n who j oins such a
meeting by day is liable to fine , impri -
sonmen t,; and ; whipping. Any persou
who joins th em by night is liable to
trans portation . Any person who joins
them by ui^ht , in rap ping at a door , or
even verball y demanding arms, or aimnu-
nition , or horse s, or uses any threats or
menaces against the inhabitants of the
dwelling-houses, is liable to be executed
quite as much as if he had committe d
robb ery or murder. And. besides all
these punish men ts in the regular course
of the law, ther e is the Insurrectio n Act ^which can be applied by the Government
to any disturbed district , and by the
means of th at Act , any person who is out
of his dwelling-hous e from sun-set to
sun-rise , may be trans port ed without
Judge or Jury.

We have given you this brief abstract
of the legal puuishmen ts that await the
disturbances produced by secret societies;
Every act done by them is illegal, and
liable to punishment. We deem it a
duty we owe to you, to put you on your
guard against incurring either the guilt
or punishment.

There is another and a more impor tan t
object. These secre t societies , and the
outrages which they generate , are forbi d-
den by the awful voice of religion . Your
religio n directs you to be subm issive ta
the laws—it orders you not to do an in-
j ury to any man whatsoever-—it tells
you th at you are not to commit any crime
whatsoever , however small , evea tho ugh
such crimes were to produce the greatest
possible good. Your reli gion informs you ,
that if you tak e and injure the property
of any man , you cannot obtai n forgive-
ness of the offence , without makin g res-
titution to the full extent of all the pro -
perty you are possessed of. We need not
tell you how your religion abhors every
thing tha t app roaches to robbery, mur-
der , or blood . You cannot reall y be
Catholics ^-you cannot rea lly be Chris-
tians * if you do not feel and know , what
we say to you is literall y and exactl y
true .

Ther e are other mat ters which equall y
deserve your ; attention — these disturb-
ances not only have never produced any-
good effect , but they can never possibly
be successful ; they usual ly produce some
robber y of arms , some plunderin g of
houses , the destruction of corn , cattle ,
and other property , and they also cause
man y murders ; but no human being
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ever was or is benefited by them , and
beyond these crimes it is not possible
that any success can attend the perpe -
trat ors ; they are totall y unable to face
the constabulary force in . opet t contest ;
half a dozen of policemen are quite suffi-
cien t to put down the strongest White -
boy force in any thin g like a regular at*
tack ; and If they are not , the police are
reinforced by the yeomanry corps , and
these again by the regular army. The
Government has at its command upward s
of one hundred thousan d in fantry , caval -
ry, and artillery ; aud , if it wanted fo-
reign aid again st domestic disturbance s,
it could easily procure one hundred thou -
sand more—so that all notion of being
successfu l by means of Whiteboy ism or
secret societies, is as ridiculous and ab-
surd as it is wicked and criminal.

Let it be recollected , too, that in all
those dist urbances and secret societies,
no per son of ed ucat ion, character , or
property, takes a part ; they are coti-
detun ed by every honest and every intel -
ligent person , and , above all, they are
reprob ated by your trul y amiable , intelli -
gent, laborious , pious, and beloved clergy.
How is it possible tha t you can forg-et
the admonition and advice of that clergy ?
Do you not know that they have no oth er
inter est but yours ; and no other object
but your tempora l, as well as etern al
welfar e ?

[To be conclud ed in the nex t No.l

PARLIAMENTARY .
Unitaria n Marria ge Bill.

This bill was lost in the Hous e of
Lords on the secon d reading, Friday, th e
3d inst., by a majorit y of four. Ther e
were Conten t • . . .  32

Proxies . . . . .  20
52

Non-Conten t . . . 31
Proxies 25

56
It was thus stifled by the proxies . The

M ar quis of Lansdown je disp layed his
usual abilit y on behalf of the Bill ; the
Arch bishop of Canterbur y his wonted
catholic spirit ; aud Lord Liver pool his
formerl y and stron gly declared seuse of
the proprie ty aud necessity of the mea-
sure . The Bill was opposed by the
youn g bishop. Dr. Blomfield, in a
speech which we apprehend he would not

wish to have a par t of his history ; and,
of course, by the Lord Chancellor , who
seems pledged to resist every measure
designed to extend tbe bounda ries of
liberty, civil or religious. This cele-
brated lawyer again thre w out his doubts
(or rather more than his doubts —for he
seldom has any doubts in the House of
Lords when the question is to remove
or lighten restraints upon conscience)
with regard to the tole ra tion of Unita -
rians at common law. In consequ ence
of this strange speech, (so even the Pri me
Minister avowed that he regarded it ,) a
few individuals sent to the Legislatur e
the petition which will be found below.
Mr. W. Smith's speech upon presen ting
it to the House of Commons , and any
debate that may t ake place on its being
presented to the House of Lor ds, as well
as the above debate on the motion for
the second reading, shall be given here-
after. To shew how the question is
redded by dispa ssionate men of all
parties, we extract th e following para -
graph from the Courier (the govern ment
paper ) of J une 4, on the rej ection of the
Bill :

"The second reading of the Unitaria n
Marriage Bill was moved by the Marqui s
of Lansdown e, who prefaced his motion
with a speech that ought to have secured
the attainment of his object . We regret
that it did not. Upon a division , there was
a majority of J ive (four) against the Bill.
The relief sought for by the parties in-
terested m the measure , being one which
purely affected the conscience , the scrup les
involved in it are entitled to respect. It
has nothing to do with civil or political
exemptions. They ask only perm ission
to solemnize a most im portant contract
with those forms , and afte r that manner ,
which they honestl y and sincer ely con-
sider essen tial parts of it/'
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Mr. Bowrin g, we are hap py to an-
nounce , has just read y for publ ication a
volume of Hymns9 designed as a Sequel
to the Matins and Vespers , which have
acquire d such jus t and extensive cele-
brity.

Unitarian Petition ,
To the Right Honourable the Lord s

Spiritual and Temporal in Pa rlia-
ment assembled ,

The humble Petition of the un-
ders igned Protastant Dissen-
ters of the Unitar ian Persu a-
sion ,

SllEWET H ,
That your petiti oners have hithe rto

confide d th at the law affecting Pro testan t
Dissenters in genera l was as stated m
the memorable word s of Lord Mansfield,
in moving (on 4th February , 1767) the
jud gment of your Honourable House, in
the case of the Chamberlai n of Londo n
against Evans , namely,

" That the Toleration Act rendered
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tha t which was before illegal , legal—that
the Dissenters ' way of worshi p is per -
mitted aud allowed by thjat Act—that it
is not only exempted fro m pun ishment
but rendered innocent aud lawful—it is
established—it is put under the protec-
tion.and not merely under the connivance
of the law"—and ^" that the re can not be
a plainer position than that the law pro *
tects nothing in that very respect in
which it is in the eye of the law at the
same time a crime."

That this decision was come to after
full argument and in opposition to the
opinion then held by certain lawyers and
jud ges, and even delivered on that occa-
sion in your Hono urable House,—that al-
thoug h the penalties of the acts against
Nonconfor mists were repealed , the of-
fence or crime against which those acts
were directe d must in law be considered
as still subsisting .

Tha t your petiti oners were until lately
excepted from the benefits of the Tolera-
tion Act, but that by an act latel y passed
this exception was repealed .

That your petitioners therefore con-
ceited , and that it was till very lately the
universal understandin g of the nation ,
(as they are sure it was the intention of
the persons in communication with whom
the measure was so liberally forwarded ,)
that on such repeal your netdtioneTS be-
came entitled to all the privileges of the
Toleration Act, and to the full benefi t of
the above noble decision of your Honour -
able House.

That your petitioners have , however ,
to their great surprise and concern , heard
it late ly asserted or insinuated , that this
their expectation was altogether illusory ,
—tha t the boon conceded to them only
left them exposed to a vague and unde -
fined liability, —th at notwithstanding the
protection and sanction and (to use the
words of the above great judge) the " es-
tabl ishment " of their worshi p, they are
liab le at common law to certain pains
and penalties for teach ing and pre aching
in that very mode of worshi p so sanc-
tioned , licensed , and established by law.

Your petitioners submit th at the ques-
tioning of a particular doctrine forming
part of that mode of Christianity which
is establi shed by law , never was and is
not now an offence at common law.
That the cases on which the common
law prosec ution of offences against reli-
gion rests proceed solely ( and are so
state d by all . the text writers) on the
prin ciple that it is an offence against so-
ciety to attack reli gion and divine reve-
lation in general, which is the basis of
moral obligation and the sanction of jud i-
cial oath s. " For . that . (to use the worcjs
of Chief Ju stice Hale in Taylor 's case)
to say religion is a cheat , is to dissolve

all moral obligatio n, whereby civil so-
cieties are preserved/ 5 And ia t&e same
manner Lord Raymond in Woolston's
case (which is themain foundat ion o£ aji
the law on the subject) expressly $&-
dared , that " - to- write agains t Chr isti-
anity in general[ was an offence at Sal-
mon law punisha ble in the temporal
courts ; but desired , however , it might be
taken notice of tha t they laid their stres s
on the word general, and did not intend
to include dispu tes amoag  ̂ learned men
upon particular controverte d points*" In
another report of the same case, his
Lord ship is stated to have said , " We do
not meddle with any differ ence of opi-
nion , and we inter pose '' only where the
very root of Christian ity is struck at , as
it plainly was there , the whole relation
of the life and miracles of Chri st being
denied "

That m the spirit aud acting on this
principle of the comman law, the Act of
19th Geo. 111. (recited in the Act of the
53rd Geo. II!. c. 160) has , as your pe-
titioners submit , declared and enacted
that tfie only prof ession of faith which it
is necessar y for the inter ests of society
to enforce and require , is the declara-
tion therein set forth, tha t the par ty is
a Christian and a Protestan t, and as such,
believes the Scriptures to contain the
reveal ed will of God , and that he receives
the same as the rule of his doctrine and
practice . This pro fession of faith your
petitioner s need not say they are at all
times willing to avow and maintai n, al-
thou gh they differ , and have by law a
right to differ , from the Established
Church in their interpretation of those
Scri ptur es.

That the controv erting of particular
doctrine s of Christianity as received by
the Establishment , neve r amounte d in
law, as your petitioners submit , to any
thing more t han heresy , which was not
cognizable by the civil magistrate , al-
though it was , doubtless , in forme r ti mes
considered a crime, and perhaps , in the
words of 9 and 10 William JII. " a de~
testable crime " That the cognizance of
heresy was the province of the ecclesias-
tica l courts , whose jurisdiction is by the
Tolerat ion Act taken away ; that the civil
magistrate has only interfered with heres y
unde r particular and positive law , and
that , according to this view of the sub-
ject , Mr. Justice Blackstone correctl y
state s the statute of 9 and 10 Willia m
III . (so far as regards your petitioners)
as only giving the magistrate a power of
interposition for the more effectual su p-
pression of a par ticular species of heresy
which the ecclesiastical courts wer e found
insufficient to repress.

Although there appears to your peti-
tioners , therefore , to be no ground for
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contend ing that the denial of any parti-
cular supp osed doctrine of Christianit y,
as established by law, was ever punish-
able at common law as an offence against
society, they have late ly heard it as-
serte d or insinuated , that the preamble
of the Act of 9 and 10 William III.
(which most unjustl y and uncharitabl y
classed the denial of the doctrine of the
Trinity among certai n undoubte d offences
"which it denora in ated < < detestable crimes3

^is to be taken even afte r its repeal as
evidence of an assertion on the part of
the Legislature , that the offence was and
is as described by it , a crime against so-
ciety, and as such cognizable at common
law, without enterin g into the question
whether the proposition of law suppose d
to be so made or implied was true or not.

Your petitioners humbl y submit that
the recurre nce to the preamble of a per-
secuting act (so disgraceful , cruel and
unjus t, th at your petitioners have heard
from high authority that " a man could
have neither the feelings of an English-
man nor a Christian who could hesitate
one moment to repeal it ") is unworth y
of the spirit which dictated its repeal—
is unconstitutional , dangerous and unjust.
That in the same way various other sup-
posed heresies might be argued to be
still (as they were at the time of passing
acts that disgraced our statute book
thoug ht to be) " detestable crimes ;"
errors in judgment would be once more
held to infe r moral turp itude and sin ;
and various offences might be revived ,
against which , in day s of ignorance , bi-
gotry or superstition , laws have passed ,
declaring all sorts of acts and opinions
criminal ; and all this might occur , al-
thoug h it might be plain (as in the case
of your petitioners) that the assertion of
illegality made by those laws was a pr iori
untru e and untena ble as a position of law.

Your petitioners are sure that it is the
dictate of common sense , as well as of
justice , that a worshi p, which the law

tolerate s, sanctions , and prov ides for the
exercise of , by licensing its places and
ministers , " is not only exempted from
punishmen t, but rendered innocent and
lawful ," and iC that the law prote cts no-
thing in th at very respec t in which it is
in the eye of the law unlawful /*

To hold your petition ers pani shatye
for the free exercise of siiea worship
would , as they submit , be crue l and un-
just , and would convert the enact ments
of the Legislature into a. snare for the
unwary , who might confide in its appa-
rent promises and in the undoubt ed uu-
derstanding of all person s, that a full and
effectual relief was intended to be given .

The doubts thus thrown out (how-
ever unfounded , as your petitioners sub-
mit them to be) tend to the serious an-
noyance of your petitioners , and shake
to their foundation all charitable tru sts
connected with their institutions , at the
same time that they leave an important
constitutional question in a state which
no government of a free state ought (as
they submit) in justice to its subjects to
allow. If no d oubt exists , none should
be raised ; if it does exist , it should be
removed ; for your petitioners cannot
conceive that in this age and in this
country it can be held proper that opi-
nions should be punished as cc detestable
crim es/ '  which , whether tru e or false,
are held by so many wise and good men,
and which even the despotic Govern -
ment of the Aust rian Empire recognizes
as forming one of the established reli-
gions of a great portion of its dominion.

Your petition ers therefore humbly pray ,
that a full and efficient inquiry may
take place into the state of the law as
affecting your petitioners , and that if
necessary a remedy may be provided for
any defects in the measu re by which it
was intended , as they believe , that they
should be effectuall y relieved.

And your pet itioners shall ever pray,
&c.

382 Intelligence *— * A List of Joint -Stock Companies*

A List of Joint -Stock Companies y the Propbsals for  which are now, or have
been lat ely * before the Public,

Amount of ascertained Cap ital , from p. 248, ,£220 ,/54 ,000
402 Surre y, &c. Fire and Life Insuranc e . • 1,000,000

221 ,754,000
Solici tors, Bank ers, fyc. t

app ointed to rece ive
applicaCions \ f or Shares:

459 Sussex County and General Fire and Life Insur-
ance Compan y . . . - H armington . 500,000

460 Unite d National Life Insurance Company . Carter - 200,000
461 Essex Economic Fire d itto ditto .
462 British Iro n ditto . . Shrivenor
463 West of Eng land Cobalt and Copper ditto . Freshfield . 125,000
464 Northern and Welch M ining ditto Kearse y . 500,000

Carried forwar d £223,079,000
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Brought forward £223,079,000
465 Royal Corn ish Mining Associatio n . . Floraqce • • 200,000
./•/. Bolivar ditto ditto «
467 potosi, le Paz, and Peruvian ditto ditto • ? Crosslanil • 1,000,000
468 Famatin a ditto ditto . .
469 Ma nganeze ditto ditto .
470 Braz ilian Agricult ural and Jewel Company . Bigg . 600,00a
471 Braz ilian ditto . Beetham
4-72 United Chilian Associat ion . . . Franklin
473 Island of €uba Tradin g and Agricu ltural As-

sociat ion . • • . . .  Stokes
474 New Brun swick and Nova Scotia Agricultural

Company . . . . .
475 Hud son*s Bay and Canada Fur and Skin Trading

Company • . . . . Clarke . 200,000
475 Inter- Nationa l Gas Compan y . Lan e . 1,000,000
477 Dundee Porta ble Gas ditto . . 16,000
478 New Brunsw ick and Nova Scotia Ship

Building ditto . Swinfor d . 100,000
479 London Leat her ditto . M ott . 100,000
480 Fre nch Bra ndy Distillery ditto . Wilkes . 150,000
481 Rent Redem ption ditto . Pullen . 1,000,000
482 Ground Rent ditto • Andrews r 250,000
483 London Cemetery ditto . Woodward I 750,000
484 Genera l Burial-Gro und Association ditto • Cardo n . 300,000
435 Economic Funeral Society • . . Ditto . 150,000
486 London Company for the Sale of Horses and

Carri ages by Commission . . . J&icke . 10,000
487 City Impro vement Company • • . Dyer . 500 ,000
488 New Mansi on House Street Company, Moorgate ,

to the West Corner of the Bank and Mansion
House . . . . .  Freen aan . 350,000

489 Oil Colour , Varnish and Dry-Salting Company . C. Kaye . 300,000
490 Patent Scarlet and Crim son Dye ditto . Nunn
491 Waggon, Van and Post-Ch aise Vacuum

Engine ditto . Florance . 500,000
492 General Stage Coach ditto . Dickens . 500,000
493 Londo n Short Stage ditto . Acton
494 General Posting ditto . Hayn e
495 Importation Plate Glass ditto . Clarke . 200,000
49  ̂ National Stoneway ditto . Hutchiuson .
497 Belfast Flax Spinning ditto . Stewart
498 Netherlands Patent Salt Manufa cturing ditto . Clarke
499 Pembrokeshire Slate , Lime and Iron ditto . Ravenhill . 50,000
500 Devon Haytor Granite ditto . Coutts . 200,000
501 London Carpet ditto . Fisher . 200,000
502 Ship Canal from the Ha rbour of Foway to Padstow. Sweet 

£231,705 ,000
Err atum in the forme r List of Joint -Stock Compa nies :

Page 247, for " Solicitors ," read Solicitors, Bankers , or other Persons appointed to
receive applications for Shares *

^m
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The spirits of Frenchmen have been
much excited by the preparations for the
Cor onation of Charles X., and by the
ceremony itself, which took place on the
29th ult. at Rhe ims. The priests got upa gra nd spectacle : according to th e
newspape rs , they gave out that ther ewas mir acu lously preserved the Sanct a
-gnpulla, Sainte Ampoulle y or Sacre d
*~hial , which was brough t from Heave n
*Y a dove, with oil for the coronation

of Clovis , the first Christian King. Na-
poleon disdained this trick at his coro-
nation. [Mon . Repos. V. 240.] The
Duke of Northumberl and was sent over
from this country with a splendid ret inue
to represent the King of England at the
ceremony. * ranee needed some new show
to kee p her peop le lively, for certain re-
cent measures have alarmed the bette r
part of them ; especiall y the law for in-
demnif y ing the emigrants , and the law of
sacrilege , which is f>erha ps the most bar -
barous that has been enacted in Europe
for the last centur y : thi s precio us speci-
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men of the legislation of the most po-
lished nat ion of Europe in the 19th cen-
tury, affixes the punishment of death to
a prof anatio n of the tost -of sacr amental
elements. The priesthood is unusually
activ e, and common report ascr ibes the
evils und er which the country is labour -
ing to the Jes uits. The rites of sepultu re
are vexatiousl y refused to the bodies of
such persons as during life were sus-
pected of hostility to the Church ; and
no occasion is passed by of insulting and
troubling the Protestant s. Intelligence
lias been lately receive d that , in the town
of Nera c, in the South of France , con-
taining a population of about 5,600, of
which near ly half is Prote stant , the Pr o-
testants have been deprive d of a chu rch ,
which was grante d them in 1804, and
which they have occupied ever since. It
was an old convent, and the authoritie s
liave summa rily determined that it is still
church prope rty . On this decision , the
Cure* of Nerac took possession of the cha-
pel, ordered Te Deu na to be chau nted in
toke n of victory , and declared from the
pul pit of his new conquest , that " the
han d of God had scourge d the heretics
from his temple ."

the kingdom, having proved that on the
one hand the classification of the Protesv
tant livings according to their mepmes,
resting almost exclusively on tlie original
foundation , required a rectificatio n, be-
cause , in process of time , throu gh the
altered prices of thing s, &c., it has under .
gone modification s which, in many cases,
do not corres pond with the exten t of the
livings ; and that on the other hand not
only the number .of livings with small
endowments is too large in proporti on to
the better ones , but there are even some
on the presen t income of which, no
clergyman can subsis t , withou t being
much distressed in his circumst ances.

Now that these evils may be grad ually
remedied as far as the existing means
will allow, his Majesty, our most gra cious
King, has been pleased , by a genera l
pJau for the improvement of the Protes -
tant livings, sanctioned by him, to mak e
the following genera l regulation s :—

All the Pro testant livings m the king-
dom shall be divided , according to their
income , into th ree principal classes; each
class rising 300 dollars above that below
it , and each class to be divided into thre e
subdivisions , differing 100 dollars from
each other as far as the uncertainty of
the receipts depend ing on casual circum -
stances will permit.

To this end , from 1st J uly, 1824, all
Protestant livings which were at that
time uuder 300 rix-d ollars shall be raised
to that value , by a fixed incre ase, to be
paid out of the pub lic treasury either for
ever , Or at least till they can be incorpo-
rated with other neighbouring par ishes.

Hanovery Jan. 15.
His Maje sty, in order to ameliorate th e

conditio n of the evangelic paro chial clergy ,
has ordered that they shal l be divided
into th ree classes, each of which is to
have three subdivisions , in such a maun er
that the minimum of their income sha ll
be fro m 300 to 400 crow ns , and the
maximum fro m 1100 to 1200 crowns.

Communications have been received from Messrs B. M ardon ; D. Eato n ; R.
Aubrey, J un ; H. B.; Almost a Christian ; Ke nilworth ; a Subscriber ; Anonymous
on Quaker Unitarians ; and Anonymous—Poems.

We have received two more packets from our Amer ican Corr espondent , the
an alyzer.

" The Puritans / ' and several other papers and some intelligence are , mucn w>
our mortification , unavoidabl y postponed.

The following corrections should have been made in the Stanzas on Riego, (pp-
304, 305,) viz.

Stan . 1, line 8, for " the stranger 's sword ," read the invader's sward .
Stan. 6, line 3, for " his fame ," re ad his f a ith.

P. 296 , col . 1, 23 lines fro m the top, dele the comma after the word possess. 
^P. 298 , col, 1, 21 line* from the top, place a comma afte r the word " Scriptur e-
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HANOVER.
We alluded , p. 124, to some recent

regulations of the enlightened King of
Hanover , havin g for their object the
equitable administr ation of Church Re-
venues . We now give the extracts fro m
the German papers which supplied us
-with this information . The higher clergy
of England and Ireland will not feel
much gratitude to the Ha noverian So-
verei gn for setting an example of inter -
meddling with ecclesiasti cal livings. The
maximum of the income of the clergy of
Hanover must astonish , if it do not
alarm , our own dignitaries.

Hanover , Jan. 14.
The inform ation which has been col-

lected within some years past  ̂ respecting
the incomes of the Prote stan t livings in

CORRESPONDENCE.
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