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My, Bakewell on the Doctrine of “ the Final Perseverance of the Elect,” as
| held by the Modern Swiss Calvinists.

SIR, ~
AVING been publicly chal-
lenged in the Monthly Reposi-
tory XIX. 673) to prove by fair cita-
tions from the writings of M. Malan,
or Calvin, or any Calvinistic author of
credit, their assent to the doctrine, that
“when @ man s become one of the
elect, he cannot afterwards fall from
salvation, whatever crimes he may
commit,” 1 shall beg permission to
introduce to the notice of your read-
ers a small publication, entitled Con-
venticule de Rolle par un Témoin
digne de Foi. This publication con-
tains an undisguised avowal of the
ahove doctrine, and is one of the
greatest curiosities of modern reli-

gious literature: it comes from the

pen of no less a personage than M.
Cesar Malan, of Geneva, at which
place I purchased it soon afier its
appearance. Rolle is a small town
in the Canton de Vaud, where, in the
year 1821, a few persons, among
whom were three pastors of the can-
ton, assembled in a private house to
receive religious instruction from M.
Malan. Conversations intermixed with
prayers and discourses were continued
two days. 'To this meeting the peo-
ple of the canton gave the name of
Conventicule, and the novelty of the
thing excited much attention in a
country where there are but few ob-
Jects of public interest to attract no-
tice. No friend to religious freedom
can deny that all men have the right
to assemble peaceably for religious
nstruction in what manner they best
approve, nor could any just ground of
Olfence he taken against M. Malan
and his friends for assembling in a
Private house. A considerable time
afterwards, M. Malan published a nar-
Tatve of the proceedings, which he
entitled The Conventicle of Rolle, by «
Witness worthy of Belief~at the end
of it his own signature is given at full
length. Who would expect, from such

3 title, that the witness worthy of
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belief was himself, the hero of the
story, in which is related in the third
person how condescendingly he spoke
to one, how graciously he smiled upon
a second, how kindly he advised a
third, and how fervently he prayed for
all? It surely requires no small de-
gree of religious vanity to write in
this manner. Christ has said, ** [f 1
bear witness of myself, my witness is
not true’’ M. Malan would have
done well to have recollected these
words. In an early part of the con-
versation at Rolle, M. Malan endea-
vours to instil into the minds of the
new converts, clear ideas of Calvin-
istic charity, by describing an allego-
rical picture which he drew when in
England ; for his knowledge of the
language being imperfect, he was com-
pelled to employ his pencil. In this
picture he represented the Church of
Christ built upon a rock, and the
dome which covered it was called
the communion of saints. 'To depict
the state of those whose faith differed
from his own, ‘¢ he drew in the shade
beyond the rock a high and shining
pillar, without any base, on which he
wrote salvation by works. This pil-
lar he surrounded with broken co-
lumns, of which the Devil wished to
form a church, of dust and ashes-:
these columns were called Socinians,
Arians, Pelagians, Rationalists, &c. ;
their shafts were joined by a cement*
of pride and ignorance, and their ap-
proaching ruin was preparing by a
river called Truth, which was washing
away the sand from wunder them.
When the good man for whom the
drawing was made, sighed as he look-
ed upon these broken columns of the
Devil’s church, M. Malan compre-
hended his meaning, and wrote on one
side, God is all powerful”” (mind, not to

* M. Malan does not inform us in
what manner he represgented the compa-
sition of this cement,
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save them as ‘Socinians, &e., but) ¢ #
change their names, and make these
wretched ruins pillars in his own
church.”” How edifying is M. Ma-
lan’s charity! We shall soon see that
his modesty is not less extraordinary.

I now proceed to the parts of the
publication which relate to the doc-
trine of Final Perseverance. 1 shall
occasionally subjoin the original
French, to avoid the charge of mis-
representation : indeed, some of the
expressions are so extravagant, that
1t is scarcely possible to convey their
precise import in a literal translation.

The good sense of M. Malan has
been much extolled, and Dr. Smith,
who quotes fromn the Conventicule de
Rolle, exultingly appeals to the dis-
cretion of its author, as a sufficient
guarantee that he would not publish
or utter any extravagant opinions ;
we may therefore take the following
exposition of the doctrine of final per-
severance, contained in the extracts
from M. Malan’s book, as the ortho-
dox faith of.his Calvinistic brethren
in England, and also of the Scotch
Seceders, among whom he has been

recently and triumphantly admitted a
member.

““ The soul,” says M. Malan,
““ should most ardently desire to say
with full assurance it is saved, and at
whatever moment it shall pass from
this life to eternity, it will go there to
be glorified in the bosowmn of its God,
Those who have not saving faith, try
to render themselves worthy of the
pardon of their sins by their virtues,
and others, not comprehending the
sacrifice of Christ, do not Dbelieve
that the soul can be certain of its
salvation, and call those proud who
say that their salvation has been freely
gained for them, and that they are
certain of it for ever, because in God
there is no variation or shadow of
change. Some labour and groan and
torment themselves, and instead of
saying, ¢ Jesus has saved me on the
cross—it is done—every thing is finish-
ed ;> they cry out, ‘When shall I have
a faith sufficiently strong and holy,
that Jesus may deign to receive me,
and grant me his grace?’ It is eigh-
teen hundred years since Jesus pur-
chased our salvation, and nothing is
left for us to do but to accept it, and
to sing and leap for joy; Jesus did
not wait t1ll we had merited his love
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he received us into favour when we
existed only in the decrees of God.
If you wish to glorify yourselves, you
ought to do it ; but glorify yourselves
in your Saviour, in his grace.which
has extended to your unworthiness:
do not fear to believe it; it is the
order of God: be not afraid to sa

boldly, ¢ Christ has saved me When¥
was lost:’ it is a fact, and do not
hesitate to relate a fact that God him-
self certifies : imitate the criminal
who has received a pardon—rejoice,
sing, leap with gladness. It is surely
something to make us bound with joy,
for it is no slight solace to have a hell
less to fear; it is no trifle (bagatelle)
gained to obtain an inheritance in
heaven of which we are sure:* it is a
blessing, eternal as God, who is the
source, and has alone the power and
the merit of it.”> No one can deny
that M. Malan here earnestly recom-
moends the new converts at Rolle to
boast and glory in their salvation,
without fear or shame, and lhe has
himself followed the advice he gives
to others. (See Mon. Repos. XIX. p.
519.) Yet an English Calvinist divine
in high repute, at the very time that
he is quoting from the Conventicule de
Rolle, and extolling its author, with
singular inconsistency says, ‘ He who
boasts of this heavenly blessing, sup-
plies the most painful reasons for ap-
prehiending that he is a total stranger
to 1t.”  Ib. 674.

It i3 truly remarkable that Dr.
Smith, with the Conventicule de Rolle
in his hand, could challenge me to
produce any citations from M. Malan

———

——— ——

* This expression 18 so purely Frend],
that justice cannot be done to its €pl-
grammatic point in a translation, and the
whole passage is worthy of notice. The
writer exhorts the converts to boast.of
their salvation by demonstrations of Joy
as public and almost extraordinary a3
the saltations of David before the ark :
¢ N’appréhendez pas de dire hardiment
¢ Christ m’a sauvé quand j’Ctois pe.l‘dlli
c’est un fait; et il ne faut pas hésiter A
répéter un fait que Dieu méme assurc
Faites comme le criminel absous par
grice : réjounissez vous, chantez et sau”
tez d’allégroésse. Certes il y a de QU0
tressaillir de bonheur. Ce n’est pas u
leger soulagement qu’un enfer de nioins 'd
craindre. Ce w’est pas une bagatelle a;;
quise, que 1’heritage de ciel dont on €
sar,” P. 26.
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to justify my statement of his doc-
trine: but let us hear M. Malan fur-
ther on this. subject: ‘ The blood of
Christ has not flowed for a soul, that
it should only be washed for a few
hours. The sacrifice offered is eter-
pal and perfect; whoever has had a
part 1n it, can never lose this good

art ; it will never be taken from him.
glow consoling is this doctrine, yet
how few. believe it! Some regard it as
dangerous. Take care (say they) how
you SOwW such a doctrine; it would
soon be productive of crimes. Good
God, pardon their blasphemy !> In
the following ‘page he adds, °° Bu¢
perhaps some one of you, my dear
friends, may make this natural objec-
tion to himself: WILL IT NEVER
HAPPEN THAT A CHRISTIAN SHALL
FALL SO HEAVILY AS TO BREAK THE
TE OF LOVE WHICH UNITES HIM TO
GoD, AND THUS THE SINNER SHALL
LOSE GRACE > * This question (he
replies) has been already answered by
the Holy Spirit : ‘“ Neither death nor
life, (and 1t is in the life of a Christian
that the sin of which we are speaking
will be found,) neither angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, (but the
sin will be among present things,)
neither height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, can separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”” Lest, however, the
doctrine that no crimes can separate
the elect from God, should not be
announced with sufficient strength, M.
Malan delivers it in an allegory. A
benighted traveller on a desert heath,
overcome with dread and fatigue, lies
down and attempts to sleep: suddenly
a flaming sword, held by a mysterious
hand, approaches to pierce him: he

—

* Mais peut-8tre, quelqu’un de vous,
mer chers amis, fait-il en lui-méme cette
objection si naturelle, Ne pourra-t-il point
arriver que le Chrétien fasse une chute
81 lourde, que le lien d’amour qui I’ unit
a Dieu se rompe et qu’ainsi le péchear
Perde la grace ? Le saint esprit a déjd
répondu—Que ni la mort, &c.” P. 46.
l‘am aware that the translation does not
Bive sufficient force to the meaning of
the French epithet Zourde, bus had I de-
Parted from a literal version 1 should

Probably have been accused of misrepre-
8Entation,
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flees away with all his remaining force,
until "he falls down exhausted and
nearly senseless : the same sword still
menaces him: at length he cries out,
‘“ Lord, have mercy upon me!” Sud-
denly his eyes are opened, and he
sees before him a vast and splendent
edifice, from which he hears a voice
cry, “ Knock, and it shall be opened.”
The traveller believes it; he stretches
forth his arm and knocks—<¢ the gate
is immediately opened, and an irre-
sistible force draws him within the
edifice : then the brazen gate closes,
and against this gate he supports him-
self to breathe in peace, to say with
certainty, that he is safe for ever from
the dreadful sword; the brazen gate
rises between himself and the world,
and all the united efforts of the world
shall never force it.”” Then M. Ma-
lan describes a concert of angels,
which for brevity I omit. The sword
18 changed into a lamp, and moves
before the traveller up a flight of
steps; on the top is a cross, to which
he is directed to look steadfastly: but,
alas! who can know all the incon-
stancy of the human heart, all its
levity, all its ingratitude? Seduced by
some other object or fantasy, he turas
away his eyes, his feet trip up, and he
rolls down, bruising himselt, to the
very bottom of the steps; he is even
thrown against the brazen gate. What
would become of the wretched soul
if this gate were not that, against
which the gates of hell shall not pre-
vail? ““ But fear not; thy fall has
happened within the house; thy fall
cannot in any way affect the surety of
thy asylum ; thou hast dashed thyself
against the rock, but it is this rock
itself which supports thee,”” &c.*
The traveller, strengthened by these
gentle words, which descend from the
cross, 1s raised up, and feels some
one at his side who supports and con-
soles him, and says, “‘ It is thy friend,
thy faithful friend ; repose upon me;
do not fear ; thou canst not tire me; I
am almighty.”” The traveller recog-
nizes the voice of the Friend of Sin-

>

# ¢¢ Mais ne craigns point; c’est daps la
maison que ta chute s’est faite ; ta chute
ne change rien & la sureté de ton asyle.
I'u t’ est heurté¢e contre le rocher, mais ce
rocher méme, c’est celui sur lequel tu
t’appuies.”” D, 49.
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ners, and, full of confidence, but
ashamed of his first fall, he presses
on,” &c. Now, as Dr. Smith has as-
serted, ¢ that though some wicked or
ignorant Antinomian may have held
the doctrine that the elect cannot full
from salvation, whatever crimes they
may commit, the Calvinists never did
hold it,””> I should be glad to be
informed whether ‘¢ that good man,”
¢ shat excellent man,”> who wrote the
Conventicule de Rolle, is to be num-
bered among wicked Antinomians; or
are we to understand, that what is
pure Calvinism on the other side of
the Jura, becomes wicked Antino-
mianism in England ?

When Dr. S. defied me to prove
from the writings of M. Malan, that
he ever held the above doctrine, he
must have felt assured that I should
not read the Conventicule de Rolie,
with the contents of which he was
himself well acquainted. M. Malan
has certainly the merit of plainly and
openly avowing the undisguised doc-
trine of final perseverance, and does
not adopt the cautious conduct of his
Calvinistic friends in England, who,
like night-walking Nicodemus, seem
ashamed of acknowledging before the
world what they secretly believe.
That the docirine, as explained by
M. Malan, has a tendency to engen-
der presumption and spiritual pride,
can scarcely be denied by any one
who is acquainted with human na-
ture. Suppose one of the young men
who heard him at Rolle, should soon
after be assailed, like Joseph, by a
strong temptation—might he not re-
member the words of the preacher,
and say (not with Joseph, ““ How shall
I do this evil and sin against God ?”’
but) with M. Malan, “ My fall will
take place within the house of safety ;
it cannot endanger my salvation; I
am already chosen; my salvation is
for ever sure; to doubt it is to doubt
the promise of God himself; the Friend
of Sinners is at hand to console me;
then why should I abstain?”> 1 am
willing to admit, that both Calvinists
and Antinomians would be grieved
that such an application should be
made of the doctrine; the empiric
who distributes a dangerous medicine
would much rather it should cure
than kill the patient who swallows it ;
but the good wishes of the vemnder

will not take away the noxious qua.

lity of the dose.

M. Malan bhas himself given mogt
extraordinary evidence that the doc.
trine he maintains is too apt to en-
gender spiritual pride. What Ckristian
preacher, from the time when St. Pe.
ter pronounced the doom of Ananiag
to the present day, ever laid claim to
the power of crushing his enemies to
dust with the breath of his nostrils?
Yet this dangerous power M. Malan
appears, from his own testimony, to
possess, though he good-naturedly de-
clines calling it forth. Towards the
conclusion of the meeting at Rolle,
one of the three ministers of the
Canton de Vaud bitterly laments the
ridicule and misrepresentation to which
the new converts are exposed from
their irrelizious neighbours, and con-
cludes with, ¢ It is truly vexatious.”
To which M. Malan replies, “ Do
not let us be vexed at them; God,
who reigns in heaven, and whose name
is the Lord of Hosts, sees and hears
them; and since he supports the
vaulted roof of heaven, which hangs
over the heads of these poor be-
nighted wretches, do not let us utterly
crush them with our censure and
indignation.” ® Now if M. Malan had
not supposed that he and his friends
could thus annihilate their opponents,
the caution he gives not to do it, were
worse than unnecessary. 'This lan-
guage cannot be regarded as the in-
cautious expressions of an extempo-
raneous discourse, whieh had escaped
in the fervour of delivery; the pas-

sage was written, as he informs us,

long after the discourse was delivered,
and afterwards published. Who can
wonder, after this, that the Genevese
should regard M. Malan as a man
who is so lifted up in his own con-
ceit by religious vanity, and the adu-
lation and rich presents of his English

* En vérité cela nous donne du dé-
pit. Min. Gen. N’en ayons point: Le
Seigneur qui regne au ciel, et dont l€
nom est 1’eternal des armies, les voit €t
les entend ; et puisqu’il soutient au-dessus
de ces pauvres aveugles le plafond qu
couvre leurs tétes, ne les Ecrasons pas de
notre censure et de notre indignation.
P. 65. The verb 6craser is the most
powerful term in the language, implylng
to utterly ruin and extinguish.



Fuact in the Natural H istory of the Bible.

rters, that he is in danger of
;:,lsli);?; his judgment a]togegher.g?‘ An
Englishman who should write in this
manner, would be thought by his fa-
mily a fit object for medical advice.

In the same pam.phlet, M. Malan
relates the manner In which he was
converted to the orthodox faith by
Mr. Robert Haldane, or rather by a
wonderful Bibie, which, when laid
upon a table, opened of itself at the
passages that were wanted to confirm
his belief in the doctrines of Calvin.
Like the ships of the Phaacians, the
Jeaves of this Bible were instinct with
unerring motion to guide the theolo-

ical wanderer to his desired port.
g’;. Malan, at that time, was, according
to his own account, a very shallow
theologian, and little acquainted with
the Scriptures, and hence, unable to
cope with his more learned friend,
who heaped text upon text, until he
was compelled to yield. < But dur-
ing the whole of their discussions, Mr.
Haldane said only a few words ; it was
his fore-finger which spoke (c¢’étoit
son index qui parloit) ; for as his Bi-
ble, which was literally worn out with
reading, opened here or there, his
finger placed itself upon the passage,
and whilst I read, he kept his eye
fixed steadily upon me, as if he wish-
ed to search into the impression which
the sword of the Spirit made upon
my soul.” Your readers have doubt-
less anticipated the natural cause
which acted on this self-opening Bi-
ble, nor is any miracle pretended to
have been wrought; but the fact is
highly instructive, as it shews in what
manner certain religionists read their
Bibles, for ever dwelling on those iso-
lated passages which tend to confirm
their own peculiar views or prejudices.
In this manner, the Catholic, who lays
SO much stress on the efficacy of
works, might drive the Calvinist fairly
out of the field, who preaches salva-
ton by faith alone, as there are in the

criptures at least ten texts which
declare that men shall be judged by
their works, for every text which
Says, that they shall be judged by
their faith. ¥f we neglect the general
'enour and spirit of the sacred writers,
and attend only to detached passages,
there is scarcely any extravagant opi-
Mon which may not be defended by
SClipture : the cffect of this mode of
feading the Bible, practised by too
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many zealots, was well described by
Dryden— .

“ The fly-blown text creates a crawling
brood, .

And turns to maggots what was méant
for food. '

Before I'conclude, I wish it to be
understood, that the above strictures
are intended to apply to the publica-
tion of M. Malan only, and not to the
private religious meetings in the Can-
ton de Vaud, which I have before said
cannot be regarded as any violation
of Christian practice, though they may
be viewed with fear and distrust by
an Established clergy. It is to be
regretted, that M. Malan should by
his indiscreet zeal, as evinced in the

ublication of the Conventicule de

olle, have given his opponents in
the Canton de Vaud specious reason
to say, that he was promulgating doc-
trines in these meetings which were
contrary to sound morality.

Your readers will, however, please
to bear in mind, that the Government
and Church Establishment of the
Canton de Vaud are entirely distinct
from those of Geneva ; neither is the
religious faith of the two cantons the
same. I mention this, because an at-
tempt is making to deceive the people
of this country, and to confound both
the governments togetherin a general
charge of intolerance.

ROBERT BAKEWELL.

et ——

SIR,
N the first volume of Archeologia
Americana, recently published by
the American Antiquarian Society, is
an interesting Tract, by William Shel-
don, Esq., of Jamaica, on the Caraibs,
the original inhabitants of a portion of
the West-India islands. Speaking of
the beads made by those natives out
of the beans of the cerobia, the writer
subjoins the following note, which I
thought might be appropriately tran-
scribed for the pages of the Reposi-

tory.
AN AMERICAN.

¢ Of this kind of cerobia are the
locust-trees on the northern continent
of America. They are like the Syrian
locust-tree, bearing a crop of beans
annually. In America are two kinds,
one bearing long straight pods, resem-
bling kidney beans ; the other broad,



646 London University.—Mr Cogan’s Addition o a former Communication,

crooked, speckled pods, which appear
like snakes. It was the beans, and
not the husks of the cerobia, (St. Luke
xv. 16,) which the Prodigal Son lived
on; our translators not having heen
aware that KepaTioy, siliqua, means
both the fruit and the busk of the
cerobia.”’
. e —

SIR,

ONE ought to feel so strongly

as the Dissenters the importance
of the establishment of an institution
where their children may receive the
benefits of a liberal education without
the sacrifice of principle. I am one
of those who are not sorry that cir-
cumstances prevented the Unitarians
from having a prominent share in the
first formation of the proposed Uni-
versity, because I feel convinced that
more prejudice might have been
brought to bear against a design so
set on foot, than it has been possible
to enlist against the present under-
taking in the hands of men of all
classes of society. But I do feel the
urgent call that the friends of a liberal
and extended system of education have
a right to make upon a body of per-
sons who are so competent to render
assistance in the most essential way,
and who have so strong an interest in
the success of the undertaking, a call
which may be answered in a quiet
way, though most efficiently, as ap-
pears by the difficulty found in com-
pleting the appropriation of the requi-
site number of shares.

It will be obvious to the wealthy
members of our body, that they can
cfliciently come forward with very
little trouble or risk to ensure success
to a noble work; but the principal
object of the present letter is to in-
quire whether any of our public insti-
tutions have funds which they could
to any extent embark (¢emporarily at
any rate) in the furtherance of so im-
portant an object to the Dissenting
cominunity.

In particular, I have understood
that a considerable sum of money
remains from the funds of the Aca-
demy formerly existing at Hacknrey,
and which 1t was intended should be
hercafter employed either as the basis
of some new institution of the same
sort, or 1n some purpose kindred to
the original design of promoting the
liberal education of Dissenters.

If this be the case, I would suggest
that the cause could not be more 1y
terially served than by the investmept
of at least some portion of this money
in the purchase of shares of the Upj.
versity. The gentlemen, whoever they
are, who hold this fund, can as wej}
(even probably with a view to pecy.
niary income of their fund) have it, or
a part of it, invested in these shareg
as in the public funds, and with pro.
bably no great risk of deterioration,

They would have the benefit mean
time of recommending students—j
purpose identical with that of the ori.
ginal fund, and I am not aware that,
until the establishment of a new Aca.
demy (no very probable thing) should
render it necessary to withdraw the
fund so employed, it could be disposed
of in a manner more truly useful, and
more consistent with the original in-
tention of the subscribers.

I should, perhaps, myself be in-
clined to go further, in the event of
the proposed 1institution really an-
swering the expectations of the found-
er, and should think the interests of
truth and learning better served by

the permanent establishment to which

all sects and parties would resort for

education and instruction, than by

institutions in their nature contracted,

and confined to the inculcation of the

peculiar systems of any particular
sect, however liberally conducted; but
at all events soeme assistance might be
rendered, without in any way perma-
nently affecting the disposeableness of
the fund.

E. T.

—
SiR,

N the haste with which I made my
remark on the verb giyveaRas,
.y last, (p. 605,) T omitted to observe
that, in the passage quoted from He-
rodotus, yweas can neither be rendered
by fis nor by factus es, the sense eXx-
cluding the former, and the tense of
the verb the latter of these renderings.
I also neglected to submit to the con-
sideration of your ingenious corre-
spondent, an example or two of yver-
Sas, used as the aorist of ewas. The
following instances will shew that @
transition or change of state 18 nol
always implied by this word. "Thucy-
dides, Lib. iv. ¢. xciv. Wihos—0oVTe
TOTE WapNTay, QUTE EYEVOYTO £V T] wONESS
Lib. ii. c. xcvil, Eyevero 5 apxn 4 0%
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cwy, ‘ugye%ag, ETS TNV S'ahaa'a'csu xe«%‘n-'
«soa, k. 7. A Herodotus, Lib. ii. c.
cxxxiv. Ovro kot Aicwros Tadmovos eye-
vero. Thus it appears that Fsop also
was the slave of Jadmon. Pausanias,
Lib. i. c. Xvi. Zehevnoy O¢ Bacihewy ey
roig asAISTE TEELIOMES Kot GLANLG Y E¥ET T otk
Sinasoy kb mwpog To Seioy evgeby, The
Scholiast on the Vespa of Aristo-
phanes, V. 98l.  Aicwmes Tpaypliag
gyeveTo UTOKQLTYG yedoiwdne. On  this
instance I need make no remark. I
way now, I think, compare xa: é royog
capk eyevero, (as interpreted by Soci-
nus,) with the following passage of the
Septuagint. Proverbs iv. 3, deeg yap
EYEVOUY AQYW TRTPE UTNMI0G, Hab yd-
TWUEVOS EY TPOCWTQ IANTPOG-

The fact seems to be this: The
verb fytfyysa%a& is used of a state com-
mencing, and ewva: of a state which
exists. But this distinction was some-
times overlooked even in the present
tense, as particularly by Herodotus ;
and as things are what they fave be-
come, the primary meaning of yiyyveo-
Jai was often dropt in the aorist, and
the want of a proper form of an aorist
to the verb ewa:, was supplied by
yeviowai, as in Latin, fuwi (from the
Greek, ¢vw, gigno) was used as the
aorist of sum. If any one contends
that the primitive signification of the
verb ought to be taken into account
in these instances, he seems to me to
overlook the analogy of language, and
to embrace in his conception what
never suggests itself to the mind of
the reader. I will only add, that 1
now distrust the example produced in
iy last from Aristophanes.

E. COGAN.
et W

Sir,

YOUR correspondent Ben David
(pp. 533, 534) has in a manner
almost called me out to take the
place Qf my late friend Porson, whom,
according to his own account, he has
laid prostrate on the ground. But
surely he cannot think 1ne so incon-
Siderate, as to enter the lists with so
redoubtable a champion ; where the
only chance of success that I could
have, would be, that the sling, which
l‘ivzftsh Sl::;iceﬁts;ful. agailnst t‘hel'gr%at G;{-
rccte,d t g In.lSS the wark when di-
o 0 a smaller object. Waiving,
CVer, comparisons of this kind, I

O not feel that interest in the con-
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troversy which should induce me to
take an active part-in it. The passage
in question is, in my opinion, of no
consequence in the discussion between
Unitarians and Frinitarians ; for al-
lowing it to the latter, it conveys no
idea of the relationship between the
terms spoken of, except as to testi-
mony.

A more important subject has been
started in the same number of your
Repository (pp. 536—538); and Ben
David will recollect, that when he did
me the favour of a call, and presented
me with his work on the Three Wit-
nesses, I called his attention to it by
putting the same question to him
which I have done to Porson and se-
veral of the first class of Greek scholars
in this country, What is the differ-
ence between nv and eyevzro? And this
question I beg leave now to repeat to
him, being assured, that whether he
agrees or disagrees with your corre-
spondent T. F. B. on this subject, he
cannot fail from his extensive learn-
ing to throw great light upon it.

In the mean time, it may not be
without its use to shew in what man-
ner I endeavoured to satisfy myself.
The two words occur frequently in
the first chapter of Joln. The word
vy 1s translated urniformly vaes, the
word eyevero has different renderings.
I took my Greek and Latin Concor-
dance, and examined every passage in
the Greek Testament where these
two words occur. In these passages
I exchanged the one for the other,
and the palpable absurdity that fre-
quently occurred, led me by degrees
to the true distinction between them.
Thus, if you place eyevero for v, in
the first verse of John, @cos syevero o
Noyoss, the passage becomes, I might
almost say, blasphemous ; and if you
read «ai 6 Aayos aapé v, the connexion
between this passage and the first
verse is destroyed.

Having satisfied my own mind on
the real distinction between the two
words, I examined every passage 1n
the English established translation
where they occur, which brought me
soon to this conclusion, that the trans-
lators had never duly considered this
question, that they were led astray by
the Latin translation, and consequent-
ly gave to the word sysvero a variety
of renderings which would never have
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occurred te a scholar who was ac-
quainted with only the English and
Greek languages.

The English reader will not be sur-
prised at this, when he considers a
fact of frequent eccurrence in our own
language. Qur verb has not a future
tense, and the want of it we supply
by the two auxiliary verbs sZal// and
ewi{l. Our northern writers find no
small difficulty in managing these verbs
to their own satisfaction, and not un-
frequently afford occasions for mirth
at thelr expense to those who, born
in the south, are supposed to possess
a purer style. A similar thing takes
place with the English who have learn-
ed French only in this country, and
who seldom acquire the true use of the
tenses of the verb &tre, étois et fus.
in the IHebrew, which has only two
tenses, the future and the past, the
Greeks and the Latins found no small
difficulty in accommodating these
tenses to their idiom, and the later
EHebrew writers have not unfrequently
made their verb conform to the usage
of the country in which they lived.
And 1 fear, that if Ben David were to
write a composition in Greek, his use
of the words %v and eyevero would not
exactly accord with their application
in Justin Martyr. He will not be at
a loss at my selecting this author on
the present occasion.

I cannot conclude without expres-
sing the very great pleasure and satis-
faction I received from the paper of
T.F. B. on the Crux Theologorum.
The difficulties are acknowledged by
all. I am persuaded that they *are
not insuperable. Being firmly con-
vinced myself, that @z v ¢ Aoy,
and also that ¢ Aayos copf eyevero, 1
may not perhaps find much counte-
nance to my next position, that this
Aoyos 1S at present in the world, is at
present capf, and that it abides in all
true Christians. We have the treasure
in earthern vessels. May it be widely
diffused over all the earth, and produce
frults correspondent to its divine ori-
ginal!

W. FREND.

b )
SIr,
AM glad that the proem of John
1s brought under discussion in the
Repository. The letter of your corres-
pondent (p.536) displays sound sense

Dr. J. Jones on the Proem of John's Gospel.

and skill in the Greek language; ang I
subscribe to the justness of his stric.
tures as far as they go. But, in tryh
no scheme of interpreting the intrq.
duction of this Gospel was ever sug-
gested which is not liable to serious
objections, not excepting that of Lard.
ner, which comes nearest to the truth,
T will first state one or two of thege
objections.

“ This”’> (the Logos) “‘ was with
God.” If this #ord meant God him-
self, ‘“Then,” says Dr. Clarke, ¢ the
Word was that same person whom he
was with. And that is both a contra-
diction in terms, and also the ancient
heresy of Sabellius.”” Lardner, on the
Logos, quotes this, and adds, ‘I am
of opinion that God here is the same
God that was mentioned before, St,
John useth a gradation. First, he says

the Word was always, before all time.

Then he adds, end was with God, and
lastly, that he was God himself.” P,
96. This wise and learned man felt

the difficulty, but yet persisted in his

opinion as the least of two difficulties:
and in this he evinces that solidity of
judgement which characterises all his
decisions, even where, through mis-
conception or the want of some addi-
tional evidence, he happens to be
wrong. DBut suppose him here to be
right, where lies the propriety of the
assertion made by the Evangelist?
Was it necessary so formally and
solemnly to assert that the Word, the
Wisdom or Reason of God, was God
himself? Did any man or body of
men deny this? Is such an assertion
at all natural ; and if so, does it form
a rational and appropriate introduc-
tion to the Gospel? This exordium
is remarkable for the plainness ard
simplicity of its language ; why should
not the sentiments, the drift of.the
writer, be not equally clear, distinct
and determined? Only one reason
can be given for this, and it is the
following : There were circumstances

known to the Evangelist, and to all

the world at the time, which g‘endered
his language necessary. Time has
withdrawn these circumstances from
the knowledge of mankind, and with
them the purport of the histurai.

Bring these again to view, and you
restore the proem to a sense that 18
at once clear, pertinent and momet-
tous, To do this is the object of XY



Dr. J. Janes on the Proem of Jokn’s Gospel.

resent letter: and I hope the reader
will excuse me, if I occupy an unusual
share of his attention. As I wish to
develope those circumstances with the
utmost brevity, 1 sha!l state what I
purpose saying in a series of remarks.
1. The larger Epistlé of John fur-
nishes the true clue for discovering thie
main object which hie had in publishing
his Gospel. 'This Epistle is properly
controversial, called forth by the preva-
lence of a certain heresy which threat-
ened to undermine Christianity, and
addressed to that church or cliurches
where that heresy prevailed. John,
therefore, meets its base authors, op-
poses his own language with the ut-
most precision to the opinions they
advanced, and directly notices them
as liars, false prophets and antichrist.
This Epistle, therefore, was intended
to be of a local nature, chiefly useful
for the persons to whom it was ad-
dressed, though comprehending senti-
ments interesting to all Christians,
especiaily where the same or similar
errors had taken root. In the Gospel
the Ilvangelist has the same end in
view, but he comes to his end by less
direct and obvious means. Here his
Divine Master is the only speaker and
agent ; and as what he said and did,
though bearing immediately on the
errors of the times, were of high mo-
ment to nankind in all nges and coun-
trics of the world, the sacred writer
took care to keep his words as free as
possible from all local and temporary
disputes.  With this intention he se-
lects such discourses or works in the
Ininistry of Jesus as were immediately
calculated to set aside the doctrines
of the impostors without specifically
noticing  them, contenting himself
With stating facts, without apprizing
the reader -of his design, but leaving
him to draw the proper inference
trom the bearings of those facts and
the notoriety of the falsechoods to
Which they were opposed. Yet we sce
.ﬂ'at_the Evangelist states his design
W dircet terins at the close of the
Gospel : < These things are written
t?at_ ye inight believe that Jesus is the
Clrist, the Son of God.”’ Now, look
o the Epistle, and you will there
pf':rcexvc that the object of the writer
Yas w cenforce the proposition that
Sutsle's}ls 1s t.hc Ch.ris‘t,” or ‘¢ that Jp-—
i the Son of God ;” and that in
crence to the men whom he notices,
VoL, xx. 4 0

649

and who endeavoured to set aside this
proposition by saying that Jesus was
not the Christ; but that the Christ
was a God, an einpty phantom in the
appearance of the man Jesus, or a
God dwelling for a season in the man
Jesus. Here, then, we have founda-
tion for saying, that the Gospel of
John is throughout levelled against
the Gnostics. We have, therefore,
reason to infer that the proper way
to interpret his exordium is to bring
it in contact with the sentiinents of
those deceivers.

2. The Greek and Latin Fathers
have given a full account of the Gnos-
tics and tlieir heresies. The crimes
imputed to them are revolting to hu-
man nature. They reduced immora-
lity to a systemn ; and, as Paul says of
thein, gloried in their shame. The
opinions they held were too ridiculous
and absurd to have been seriously be-
lieved, and must have been affected to
enswer a sinister end. 'The object of
the heresiarchs, without exception,
was to burlesque Christianity, and to
establish in disguise a system of Athe-
ism. Unable to destroy the gospel
by open violence, they endeavourecd
to undermine it. With this view they
taught two principles which struck
at the root of natural and revealed
religion. Tley maintained that the
Christ was a supernatural being, not
the man Jesus, but a God in his shape,
or dwelling in kim. Being a God, he
did his miracles by means of his own
underived power, and appeared after
death by virtue of his own nature.
On this principle the resurrection of
the dead, the very foundation of the
Christian religion, is erased; as the
resurrection of a being who by nature
is superior to deaih, cannot be a proof
and a pledge of the resurrection of
beings who by nature are subject to
death.

The other fundamental principle
on which they insisted was, that the
Creator of the world was an evil, im-
perfect being ; while they pretended
to have revealed an all-perfect Deity,
hitherto unknown. 'T'his proves at
once that, whatever they might affect,
they were at heart real Atheists.  Dor
it is not to be supposed, that if]
against all evidence from reason and
revelation, they rejected an Almiglrey
Author of nature, they could seriously
believe in o God who, according to
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their own account, had no evidence
from either, as living in eternal soli-
tude, unconcerned in the creation and
government of the universe.

3. The authors of this base system
were the Seribes and Pharisees, who
caused our Lord to be put to death,
joined by a portion of the disciples of
John, among whom was Simon, the
famous impostor of Samaria. Jesus
pointed out the foundation of their
heresies in the tares sown by the
agents of Antichrist or the evil prin-
ciple, guarded his virtuous followers
against their insidious admission into
the Christian church, under the em-
phatic figure of wolves in sheep’s
clothing, and stigmatized them as
children of the serpent, that is, advo-
cates of that divinity which, urder the
symbol of the serpent for ages imme-
morial, had in Egypt and other Hea-
then countries been opposed to the
God of Israel.

4. Actuated by deep-rooted malice
against the Gospel and its first teach-
ers, and finding open violence ineffec-
tual to suppress it, they planned this
artful scheme to sink it in the dregs
of Jewish and Heathen superstitions,
by enforcing a necessity on the part of
the Heathen converts of conforming
to the rites of the Mosaic law, and
insisting on the divinity of Christ, as
such to be ranked with the Pagan
gods. Wit this view, by means of
emissaries, they sent the scheme to
every place where churches had been
planted by the apostles, with such
modifications as the nrepossessions of
cach peculiar church required. Its
admission into the several churches
was the cause, under Providence, of
calling forth the apostolic writings.
So artfully was Gnosticism adapted to
the corrupt views and bad passions of
mankind, that, in defiance of the apos-
tles, 1t gradually prevailed, so as ulti-
mately to threaten the very existence
of pure Christianity, its teachers being
Jomed and supported by the reputed
wise, by magicians and imposters, in
hc;}tgxerl countries, especially in Egypt
and i oie.

o. Irenzus, who has given the most
authentie and detailed account of their
tenets and actions, has not told us,
what he ought to have done, that he
derived his information from the false
gospels which theyv published and
caused to be circulated as soon as

Jate or necessity.

Dr. J. Jones on the Proem of John’s Gospel.

Christianity began to be disseminated
in the world.

To these Gospels Luke alludes ip
his introduction: and the apostle thyg
notices that which had been reeeiveq
in the church at Galatia: ““ I wonder
that so soon ye have transferred your-
selves to another gospel, which is not
another, but an artifice which some,
throwing you into confusion, #Agye
adopted, wishing thereby to overthrow
the Gospel of Christ.”

6. The Pagan philosophers personi-
fied the deep or chaotic mass mena
tioned in the Mosaic history of the
creation. This was the Supreme God
of the Gnostics; and one of the names
which they gave hiun was, Bufeg, the
deep. Now they taught that with
this divinity, gy (silence) coexisted
from all eternity. This is expressly
asserted by Ireneus, whose words are,
Suurapyey autd kat oiyqy.  From
which we might conjecture, that the
gospel of the impostors, which lay
open before this father, thus began:
Ey apyn 7v 4 ovyn, ke % auym fv wpes
Tov BuBoy, ko @eog 5y ¢ Buvbog. In the
beginning was silence, (or solitude,)
and silence was with the Abyss, and
the Abyss was God: which, reduced
to simple language, inculcates that
the great Abyss, existing a dark and
lonely mass from all eternity, alone
comprehended the elements of crea-
tion, without any rational Cause or
supreme Intelligence presiding at the
head of the universe.

7. Philo has the merit of explain-
ing the primary sense of Logos, as
applied to God: and he professes
to spcak with philosophical accuracy
when he says, that it meauns the prin-
ciple of reason ov the Divine Intell.-
gence, and expresses God himself,
not indeed as to his deing, butas the
intelligent and designing cause of all
things, as a rational or spiritual agent,
independent of the works of his hand.
The Pagan philosophers applied the
word God to nature, to physical
causes, to the heavenly bodies, to ab-
stract ideas personificd, and the Sto-
ics, even to that concatenation Of
causes and effects which they called
This vague use of
the word God was but an artifice 10
preclude rational evidence for the ex-
istence of a spiritual principle, as t!’ze
causc of creation, distinct from Cred
tion itself.
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3. Now, the defeating of this arti-
fice is the object of John in the begin-
ning of his Gospel. Evidently ailu-
ding to the account of .the creation
given by Moses, he says, * ]n.the
beginning was tl}e Logos,”” meaning,
that He who existed as the cause of
all things, was not that vague thing,
animate or inanimate, which the phi-
losophers called God, but a conscious,
wise Being, first designing the things
which he caused, and next executing
the things which he had designed—
that a rational, intelligent principle,
under the name of Logos, was the
author of mnature, or, according to
Philo, when the foundation of the
universe was laid, an intelligent plun-
ner or designer preceded its forma-
tion.

9. The reference which this Evan-
gelist has to Antichrist, both in his
Gospel and in his Epistles, places this
doctrine in a clear, simple and un-
equivocal light. The Antichristian
teachers were Atheists; and they
sought to level the whole edifice of
Christianity, by withdrawing from
under it the existence and agency of
one God. The dispute between them
and the Apostle was, whether Sige
(silence) or Logos (reason) was from
the beginning with God. If the former,
the Supreme Being led a life of eter-
nal darkness and lonely inaction : if
the latter, he lived in the eternal frui-
tion of light and life, communicating
these to unnumbered myriads of be-
ings through the boundless extent of
creation. The one cut up all hope
of a future state, by erasing the very
foundations of natural and revealed
religion : the other prepares the way
for it by pointing to an all-powerful,
wise and beneficent Being at the head
of the universe.,

10. The Gnostics rejected the Crea-
tor as an evil, imperfect Being, because
they thus had a piea for denying that
Christ came with authority from him to
Save the world—to save sinners, or to
Save men from the penal consequences
of sin by repentance and reformation.
As the Creator was evil, he did not
Wish the happiness of his creatures :
and as Christ was God, he acted inde-
pendently of God the Father. Thus,
4s John says of them, they ¢ denied
;hc 1‘atl.1er and the Son.” Now mark
me tln§ pernicious tenet is sct aside
'Y the Bvangelist.  "The Logos, which
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in the beginning was with God, ¢ be-
came flesh.” What does this much-
disputed language imply—what does
it assert? 1In direct and forcible terms
1t asserts the very thing which the
iapostors denied. It asserts that the
Christ, instead of being a man in ap-
pearance, was flesh and blood—a real
human being ; that instead of being a
God acting independently of the Cre-

ator, he was a man acting with the

authority of the Creator. It implies
that the miracles which Jesus per-
formed, the wisdom and bhenevolence
which he displayed, the doctrine which
he taught, the power by which he rose
from the grave—were but emanations
of those Supreme perfections which
originally framed and still govern the
universe. In a word, it implies that
Jesus had received a commission from
God, and was even invested with the
attributes of God, in order to carry
into effect a benevolent scheme which
God himself had formed for the salva-
tion of mankind,
J. JONES.

St YR o
SIR,

N Mr. Turner’s Address to the
Students of Manchester College,
York, at the conclusion of their last
annual examination, he advises them
to endeavour to acquire the habit of
“ speaking extempore,” (p. 421,) by
which, I presume, he means extem-
pore preaching. But, as he guards
this advice with so much care and
caution respecting the preparation it
necessarily requires, to be done in a
decent and becoming manncr, and
also fences it round with Mr. Brough-
am’s advice and directions to those
who wish to acquire the habit of ex-
tempore speaking, it appears as if he
was not thoroughly convinced of the
propriety of the advice he gives. Nor
is it clear whether Mr. Turner intend-
ed his advice to apply to their regular
services as settled ministers, or only
to their occasional services as inis-
sionary preachers. If he meant the
former of these, then I beg leave to
make some remarks on it, because 1
conceive it to be a mode of preaching
which, if generally adopted, will not
he acceptable to a majority of the
members of most of our regular con-
gregations, und, therefore, it ought
not to have been thus recommended
to young men just commencing their
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ministerial career, as they may hence
infer, that this mode of preaching will
be the mest likely to ensure their
popularity and wusefulness. But if
Mr. Turner only meant the latter,
then my remarks will not apply to
these, because, as so much depends
on extraneots circumstances, I do not
pretend to give an opinion on the best
mode of performing them. In order,
however, to understand this subject
clearly, it will be nccessary to define
the terms we use, or we shall only
wage a war of words. By extempore
preaching, I mean a discourse deli-
vered without premeditation, or with
premeditation, as it respects the mat-
ter it contains, but the language in
which it Is expressed is suggested to
the mind of the speaker at the moment
of delivery. Any other mode than
this I do not call extempore preach-
ing, and, of course, should not object
to it. I have said that I believe this
mode of preaching will not be accep-
table to the majority of members of
most of our regular congregations ;
for, although cur congregaticns may
not be so numerous as some of the
other classes of Dissenters, yet, I
think, it will be generally admitted,
they contain, according to their num-
bers, a greater proportion of intelli-
gent hearers ; and 1 cannot conceive
that these will be as well satisfied with
extempore preaching, as with the pre-
sent mode, unless it can be supposed
that extempore sermons will, in ge-
neral, be eqially as good, in matter
and arrangement, as written ones ;
but this, I believe, the most sanguine
advocate of extempore preaching will
not undertake to prove. If ministers
were only required to address their
congregations some few times in the
course of a year, some of them, pro-
bably, might, by previous preparation,
according to Mr. Brougham’s recom-
mendations, become as finished ora-
tors in the pulpit as any of those who
have signalized themsclves in the Se-
nate, at the bar, or on the stage. But
can there be any comparison insti-
tuted between the ministerial profes-
sion and any other respecting the fre-
quency of 1its public addresses? Are
rnot the great majority of ministers,
especially among the Dissenters, ob-
liged to address their hearers twice on
every Sunday throughout the year?
From what other profession is an

On Extempore Preaching.

equal exertion required ? If the othep

professions have their busy times in
which great exertions may be requi’red
of them, they have longer intervals of
leisure ‘to prepare for them. But, i
any other profession whieh requi,res
much- pubiic speaking, how few is the
number of those who attain any high
degree of eminence as public speakers
compared with those who scarcely
reach the point of mediocrity! By
to be able to form some idea what
extempore preaching would generaily
be, we have only to ascertain how thig
Kind of preaching is performed among
the other classes of Dissenters, whose
preachers gencrally adopt this mode
of preaching ; and then we may, pro.
bably, be able to determine whetker,
seiting asile their peculiar doctrines,
the mnembers of our different congre-
gations would be satisfied with a simi-
lar strain and style of preaching;
for something similar it undoubtedly
would be. I willingly ackndwledge
there are some excellent preachers
among those to whom I refer, men of
considerable talents and attainments
in this mode of preaching; but, it
must also be admitted, they are thinly
scattered ; the great majority cannot
be quoted as examples of the cxcel-
lence of this kind of preaching ; and
though it may give satisfaction to the
roembers of their different congrega-
tions, would it satisfy the majority of
ours 2 Do not they, also, overlook or
excuse many imperfections in their
preachers, it they do not discover any
lack in sonndness of faith? But would
similar imperfections be thus easily
passed over among the Unitarans?
Do they not, likewise, generally be-
lieve that, both in praving and preach-
ing, the preacher receives certhin aids
and assistances from heaven, and,
therefore, to give utterance to these,
he must necessarily speak extewpore,
or these could not be granted him?
They, therefore, readily overlook many
delinquencies against Jogic and sound
sense, too glaring to escape detection;
and, if compelled to notice them, 1113
generally done with this kind ot an
apology for thewn, that the preacher
depended too much on human aid,
arel pot snfiiciently on divine. But
is this belief prevalent among the
Unitarians, and would they thus red-
dily excuse the blunderings of thelt
preachers ?
»
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It may, perhaps, be said that I take
it for granted, that extempore preach.
ing must necessarily be imperfectly
done, and that written sermons, of
course, are excellent. But this is not
the case. I acknowledge, t}lat extem-

ore preaching may, occasionally, be
well done, and thus produce a consi-
derable effect on those who hear it ;
a1l that I contend for is, that if it were
cnerally adopted, it would not be as
well done, or give that satisfaction to
the great majority of Unitarians, as
the present mode of preaching now
does : why, therefore, shounld it be
changed? Nor do I pretend to say
that all written sermous are excellent.
Some of these, it is well known, can-
not be highly extolled. And much,
perhaps, cannot be said in favour of
those that are hastily put together s
especially, if done after tea-time, on a
Saturday evening, which is about all
the time that some sermon-writers
pretend to take for the composition of
a sermon : some of these will not be
much superior to a common extems-
pore sermon. But, if our young mi-
nisters were advised to adhere to the
writing of sermons, rather than to
attempt extempore preaching, the
probability is, we should have better
sermons, and such as would give more
general satisfaction. Indeed, facts, as
far as they can be collected; are in
favour of written sermons ; for, where
the experiment of extempore preach-
ing has been tried among the Unita-
rians, it has not been generally ap-
proved. Seriously, therefore, would I
advise those young men who have been
mduced to attempt this mode of
preaching, to return to the other, in
which they have merited the appro-
bation of thoee that heard them, while
their extempore effusions have not
given equal satisfaction. 1 know
there are some among us who think
from the great success which the
Methodists in particular have obtained
I making proselytes, which success
lias generally been attributed to their
bopular mode of preaching, that if
Unitarians weuld adopt the sate style
of preaching, they wodd be equally
a3 Successtul in making converts to
their peculiar opinions. DBut the cases
are very dissirnilar.  When a Metho-
dt‘” socs forth to preach, he does not
“arry to his hearers what they con-
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ceive to be new or strange doctrines.
They do not hear from him any doc-
trine contrary to what they have been
taught to believe to be true, if they
have received any religious instruction.
‘They may have heard the same gene-
ral doctrines from their fathers, and
the same they know are believed and
avowed by the Established Church,
to which by profession they belong.
There is not, therefore, any opposi-
tion of sentiment betwecen them on
doctrinal subjects. But how changed
is the case respecting the Unitarian!
What opposition from ignorance and
prejudice has he not te encounter and
remaove, betore he can plant a single
grain of Unitarianism, or excite any
attention to it! But we are not now
discussing the best mode of propa-
gating our peculiar sentiments where
they are not known, or the best mode
of preaching for a missionary preach-
er, but that which will be the best for
the instruction, edification, and pros-
perity of our regular congregations;
and this, I believe, will not be extem-
pore preaching. ~
PLAIN TRUTH.

Critical Synopsis of the Monthly Re-
pository for November, 1824.

g: ISTORY OF THE IRISH
| PRESBYTERIANS.. An in-
structive and pleasing abridgement,—
affording, In its manner and matter, a
good 1illustration of someof the merits
of the Monthly Repository.

What a beautiful instance of libe-
rality is exhibited in the mutual con-
cessions of Mr. Blair and the Bishop
who ordaired him! ‘oo happy, if
we could but witness frequent exam-
ples of the same kind in the Christian
church of the present day.

One could have wished that more
description and reflection had been
mixed up with this purely narrative
account. I desiderate a statement of
the particular character, influences,
and effects of the Irish Preshyterian

Establishment.  What good has it
done in that ufflicted land? What
mistakes may it have committed ?

What has been and still is the tone
of its piety and 1its toleration? Has
it retained a similar character to other
establishments of the same denomi-
nation >—and so on. ‘
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Mr. Cogan on the Greek Article.
There-are several points of sound and
interesting triticistm in this communi-
cation, but the thread is rather ob-
scurely conducted through them.

I am struck by the fallowing rule:
<¢ It is worthy of observation, that the
epistolary writers of the New Testa-
ment do not commonly use the article
with an attributive standing before the
name of Jesus Christ, when such an
attributive 1s introduced by a con-
junction, the word ®cos faving pre-
ceded.” 'The peculiar influence of the
circumstance stated in this last clause
is certainly very curious. Would no
other word but @cos have the same
effect? Unitarian critics are bound
to investigate the nature and rationele
of this rule, if it can possibly be
done.

Essay on the incidental Communi-
cation of Religious Knowledge to the
Young, contains much good sense.

Mr. Worsley on Unitarian Mis-
sionary Preaching. Some of this ad-
vice I should think excellent. I re-
gret to see some too contemptuous
expressions coming from such a quar-
ter. ‘“ Reports well enough got up.”
What a fine bone for the enemies of
Unitarianism to pick! The custom
of sending out desultory missionaries
might be injudicious if continued in-
definitely. But under certain circum-
stances, I can conceive of nothing
more useful to the cause at large
than these explorers and pioneers.
Even if they get pelted with mud, it
is a fact worth knowing. And if any
where they are respectfully listened
to by considerable numbers, it is
better still.

American Roman Catholics. Years
ago have I often heard the excellent
Catholic Bishop Cheverus, formerly
of Boston, read one of the regular
prayers of his Church, in which the
President of the United States, by
name, with all others in authority,
were cominended to the especial bless-
ing of God.

Dr. J. Jornes on Mark and Lulke,
exhibits, in many things, the wusual
acuteness of his penciration. But
has he not deceived himself in lis
argument for the ¢ internal cevidence”
that Luke was one of those who
went to Emmauns?  Although luke
““ 1 three places nses the trst for the

Critical Synopsis of the Monthly Repository for November, 1824,

third person,’’ yet does not the context
sufficiently shew that he is relatiy
the conversation of other persons .
sides himself?

The remarks on the identity of
Mark and Cleopas are to e some.
what confused.

Dr. Jones has poured more valya.
ble light on St. Paul’s precepts re.
speeting anger.

Persecution of Elias Hickes. The
readers of the Repository will be glag
to learn that Elias Hickes and hig
cause are making triumphant pro-
gress among his sect at New York,
At their General Meeting the last
spring, Unitarian preaching and libe-
ral measures overwhelmingly pre.
vailed. The Unitarians of this deno-
mination, however, stand decidedly
aloof from those of all others. In-
deed, Elias Hickes, though he now
extensively reads our publications,
arrived at his present views solely by
his own unassisted reflections and pe-
rusal of the Scriptures. Probably not
a hundredth part of his followcss
know any thing of the great contro-
versy that is prevailing in the Chris-
tian world at large. John Griscom,
one of the sect, a Professor in the
Columbia College, at New York,
and author of a very intelligent book
of Travels in Great Britain, still re-
tains the faith of Trinitarians. In the
towns of New Bedford and Lynn, in
Massachusetts, two flourishing Uni-
tarian congregations possess a gene-
rous proportion of regular worshipers,
who but a short time since were the
Lighly-respected followers of Penn.

Rammohun Roy. Anu edition of his
writings is now going through the
press in New York.

Mr. Bekewell in Reply to Lr.
Smith. The lovers of light and plea-
sant reading must feel an obligation
to these two gentlemen for the enter-
tainment and instruction which has
been furnished by them during the
past yvear. They have very much en-
larged our knowledge of the state of
things in Geneva ; and they have taught
both us and themselves the lesson,
how differently may the same object
appear to different minds, when secit
from different points of view, and co-
loured by different prejudices and ha-
bits of thought.

When Dr. Sioith reproached the
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Genevese pastors for preaching moral
cermons, did he forget the sermons of
Barrow on Industry? I do think it
shews the excessive barrenness of
what the orthodox have to say against
us, when they resort, as they so ﬁ:e-
quently do, to the wretchedly futile
charge of our preaching and listening
to moral discourses and sermons, in
which Jesus Christ is not expressly
named, &e. ¢

One cause, I suspect, of the ani-
mosity of Calvinists against modern
Geneva, is, the admirable system of
catechetical insfruction which is in
such active operation there. It must
somewhat excite their jealousy to see
their own instruments and apparatus
of defence so successfully employed
by their opponents.

The systematic efforts which are at
this moment making for the instruc-
tion of the young Dby so called *¢or-
thodox’’ Christians in America are
prodigious. Each little Sunday-School
Committee is not contented with la-
bouring in its own private sphere; but
there is a great rage among them to
generalize and nationalize the business,
and make it present an imposing froat
by enlisting numbers in the cause,
and uniting distant communities an¢l
different sects in the pursuit of one ob-
jeet. Our peculiar federative constitu-
tion of government, leads us perhaps
into these ambitious whimsies. They
parade thousands and thousands of
youths through the streets, with badges
and banners, on anniversary days, and
assume the dangerous title of National
Sunday- School, &c. Verily these
children of light are growing wise in
their generation. Yet I see not much
to fear ultimately in their mighty
operations. The Assembly’s Cate-
chism is no longer the text-book
among a majority of the schools.
Lessons of scripture are committed to
memory, and books, 1 believe, are
aencrally used, which, though in many
pomts exceptionable, are not quite
S0 1mjurious in their tendency as the
old Westminster farrago of incompre-
hensible metaphysics and absurd the-
ology. To the ¢ye of philasophy and
2Xpencl.1ce, many a Calvinist Sunday-
School 18 7020 a sweet and gentle and
Ph'able little nursery of future sturdy,
tidependent, thinking Unitarians.

Dr. Smith in R(j}lj/ to Mr. Bake-
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well. What a pity that thesc gentle-
men shonld so widely differ as to the
““ chief object” of Dr. Smitl’s argu-
ment ! Diverging thus at the very
central point, it is no wonder that the
farther they have proceeded, the far-
ther they have seemed to depart from
each other.

Feeble, oh, feeble, art thou, Dr.
Smith, in thy arguwent, (numbecreed
1,) to shew that M. Malan did not
violate the Consistory’s Regulation !
Silence would have been a better
way of backing thy friends than this.

Where is the mighty inspiration and
superior unction in the extract from
that preacher’s writings on p. 669 ?
Passages, cqually eloquent, pious, and
sound, might be found in many an
Unitarian’s sermons. I do not think
the passage i1s in perfectly good taste.
It possesses that strained aim after
merely rhetarical effect, so common
among the French divines.

Dr. Smith’s next argument (2) is
strong. |

In Arg. 3 is an unhandsome insi-
nuation, as if the present Genevese
clergy did not ‘“ adorn their Chris-
tian profession by the fidelity of their
preaching, and the purity of their
conduct. Whatever may be their spe-
culative errors on metaphysical and
critical subjects, it seems cruelly un-
candid thus to tmpeach the very spring
of their internal motives, and to throw
a stigma on their moral characters.

The distinctions run between reli-
gious toleration and religious approval
are very well. But Dr. Smith should
recollect, that toleration may be vio-
lated by the manner in which those
doctrines are condemned which can-
not be approved.

After all, this Monsieur Malan, I
fear, is acquiring an importance by
the present controversy, which scarcely
belongs to him. Dr. Smith and all of
us will ere long probably be ashamed
that we ever took any concern about
the yearly receipts and expenditures
of a noisy sectary and boarding-house-
keeper. We shall wonder how we
could ever have pondered on his ““ out-
fit of beds and furniture,” or felt per-
plexed to know whether he employed
two, or three domestic servants. The
lovers of theological scandal and do-
mestic investigation will, no doubt, be

glad if Dr. Griscom, of New York,



656

and some English traveller in the
United States will treat them next
year with a Correspondence in the
Repository respecting Elias Iickes,
and lis persecutions, and household
style of living.

Dr. Smith asks if JMr. Dakewell
““ 1s ignovant that the very word sal-
vation means deliverance from sin.”’
This is coming round sweepingly to
Arminianism and- liheral interpreta-
tion, and lowering the old terrific
moages with which Calvinisin has so
long and often essayed to move the
world.

And how the doctrine of Final Per-
severance is frittered away by this ac-
commodating writer! It amounts
then to a mere truisin. Unitarians, and
all other men of good sense, I should
presume, must admit in the main the
representations of it here made.

There is a poor catch in the reason-
ing on p. 674, beginning with * He
that believeth on me,” &c. These
expressions contain not a promise of
perseverance to those who helieve, but
a promise of everlasting life to those
who perseveringly believe. The doc-
trine of final perseverance, 1 immagine,
has nothing to do with them.

All that about ‘¢ the salt of the
land”’ in Edinburph and other Cal-
vinistic cities, is still purely a begging
of the question. It takes for granted
the very fact that Mr. Bakewell dis-
putes. But Calvinists arc so foend of
applying to themselves the scriptural
expression ‘¢ Salt of the earth,’” that,
I dare say, Mr. Smith’s argument
with himself, instead of being point-
less, passes for self-evident.

Mr. Belsham on Dr. Channing’s
Attempt to delineate Dr. Priestley’s
Character.

I am not disposed to defend the
entire breadth of Dr. Channing’s re-
marks on Dr. Priestley ; but the pre-
sent writer’s generous jcalousy causes
him, 1 think, to magnify the wound
inflicted on the reputation of his de-
parted friend.

Although Dr. Priestl/ey might have
regarded innovation as improvement,
yet so do all innovators, and chis is
a weak defence against the charge of
Dr. Channing. As to the French the-
ory of chemistry, it was opposite to
his own ; and may not this have been
the cause of his reluctance to adopt
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it? The next chargeis not very heayy
and' is a mere matter-of critiea] Opi:
nion ; and the next is very feebly re.
plied to. .

_ As regards the allegation of a def.
cicney in mnoral enthusiasm in Priest.
ley, 1 ‘apprehend Dr. Channing wi)
be well borne out. Undoubtedly, Dy
Priestley had a certain kind of es{thu:
siasm, which prompted him to pursye
the truth fearlessly,»und to suffer for
1t manfully. But, surely, his best
friends must allow, that in the capa-
city of religious teacher, or leader of
@ party, he possessed no vivid enthy-
siasm. fle was rigidly didactic ang
demonstrative in all his writing and
preaching, but there was little, if any,
warmth in his exhortations, and no
high tone of sensibility in his reflec.
tions. This was probably all that Dr.
Channing could mean.. American
Unitarians can easily inform Mr. Bel-
sham, that if Dr. Priestley, in his
first sermons at Philadelphia, had dis.
played more ‘¢ moral enthusiasm,”
and less of the mere uncompromising
ardour of the contoversialist, there
would have been an earlier, hroader,
and more central basis laid for Unita-
rianism in America.

In closely examining Dr. CJs re-
marks on Priestley’s anti-supernatu-
ralism, I find no positive charge, but
every thing tenderly, sparingly and
dubiously said. 'The amount of it
only is, that Priestley was liable to
be ‘¢ sevayed’” in his speculations by
the scrupulous spirit of his age, and
knowing that there is something infi-
nitely valuable in Christianity, he was
inclined to hope that it would be ren-
dered ““more credible s not by sweep-
Ing away its miraculous -character,
surely, but by excluding from it the
supernatural ¢“ as much as possible;”
that is, as much as the truth could
bear.

I think it not worth while to touch
upon several other points in the body
of this communication, since they ra-
ther involve some matters of meta-
physical theology and biblical criti-
cism, than a direct impeachment of
Dr. Priestley’s Christian and woral
temperament, or any misapprehension
of Dr. C.’s terms on the part of his
critic.

Mr. Belsham doces not appear t(z
me to have considered with propt
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carc the gqualifications which Dr. C.
pimself introduces into his strictures.
For instance, the Jatter says, ‘“ The
Unitarians of England may be consi-
dered as forming a p'olmcal, as twell
as religious party.”” ‘The latter says,
« Dr. Channing is pleased to repre-
cent the Unitartans of England as e
political sect.” But this is not an
exact report. 'The most that Dr.
Channing’s representation can fairly
be made to convey, is, that the Unita-
rians of England are swayed in some
degree by political motives, in con-
sequence of their peculiar relation to
the state. Now, such a charge, I hum-
Dly maintain, is neither “ unfounded”
nor “contemptible.”” Not ‘“ contemp-
iible.”” For, supposing you are, in
some repects, a political sect, yet how
can you be blamed forit? Indeed, you
would scarcely deserve the respect of
mankind, if you did not possess that
quality.
rica were to be oppressed by their
government, Dr. Channing would be
the first to write and talk and act
against the weppression; but at the
same time, he would candidly allow
that this new relation to the state ren-
dered us a political as well as a reli-
gious sect, and especially, that it
would endunger and injure the purity
of our religious susceptibilities. Nor
is the charge ¢ unfounded,” if we
may believe the testimony of almost
every traveller, both American and
English, both Unitarian and Orthodox,
who comes to our shores. Would
Dr. Belsham please to state what
proportion of Emnglish Unitarians he
coolly thinks are Whigs, and what
are Tories ? |
Letter from Rammohun Roy to Dr.
Rees. Let liberal members of the
Church of England for one moment
consider the weighty and unprejudiced
testimony here offered by this great
man, as to the light in which the Es-
tablishment appears to the most cul-
tivated foreign subjects of the realm.
¢ Americans were astonished at
the sagacity with which Rammohun
Roy had seized upon the true theory
of our complicated political institu-
tion, as shewn in his short letter to
Dr. Ware. How guarded and _pre-
cxsel_y correct also is he while animad-
V}e"‘.“{l’ in the letter before us upon
the influence. which the King of En-

fl: . i
tland possesses in his Church! He
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seems to ascribe to him no absolute,
oriental power to make alterations
therein, but at the same time is fully
aware of the paramount force of that
patronage and influence which belong
to him as Head of the Church.

Freendly Correspondence between
aen Uniterien and a Calvinist.

There is no writing so eloquent and
beautiful as purely religious writing.
The second paragraph of this letter
enters into and fills the soul.

There is something to my mind
awfully oracular in these short re-
sponses and notes of N. at the bottom
of the page. They seem to comne up
from some gloomy shade below, where
Calvin is dwelling, and obstinately
holding fast his favourite dogmas.
Yet it must be allowed that in some
of them our Calvinist is softened a
little, He adinits that a discrimina-
tive recommendation of vice and vir-
tue by preaching is better than voci-
ferous denunciations of eternal dam-
nation. He grants that some dis-
tinction of character will be made in
the punishments of a future world.
Dr. Griffin, one of our great orthodox
leaders in America, denies this. He
says that a line is drawn amid the
inhabitants of this world. All on one
side are irretrievably and indiscrimi-
nately damned. All on the other are
reccived into unspeakable glory. And
he urges on his hearers with all the
force of voice and limb the intelligible
and practicable direction to ¢ step
over the line,”” or they are lost.

I am glad that 1. at length makes
use of the proper distinctive term in
this controversy, in speaking of Cal-
vinists and Universalisés.

On the following remark of I.—
<« Upon the whole, I am pleased with
the complexion of the times as re-
spects tolerance and Christian chari-
ty”’—N. observes, ¢ All this is the
refinement of wunconverted man.””
Now this looks like a fictitious sar-
casm put into his mouth by I., and
whispers somewhat of the identity of
the two opponents.

Review. On the Bible Society’s
Turkish Testament. Learned and in-
structive.

On Mrs. Jevons's Funeral Sermon.

A picture of Christian gentleness
gently drawn.
Obituery. T'uneral scrmons ap-

pear to attract unusually large audi-
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ences in England. I think it not so
in America, unless the character of
the deceased have occupied an extra=-
ordinary space in the public eye.
Intelligence. Few cases are so in-
teresting as the ‘¢ proposed new Cha-
pel at Sheerness.” 1 can have no
doubts of its success with that mag-
nanimous and never-wearied Unita-
rian public in England. Would that
we in America had more of the spirit
of communicating to our own house-
hold of faith! DBut there is scarcely a
more hopeless expedition under the
sun than a begging one here in behalf
of an Unitarian church. The Unita-
rian Chapel in Baltimore is the most
beautiful edifice in the United States.
Its proprietors have already paid
60,000 dollars for the building.
Twenty thousand more will purchase
the ground on which it stands, and
which must either be bought, or the
whole establishment be sold out of
the hands of the present proprietors.
They can raise, though with difficulty,
7000 dollars. They have, in their
private capacities, been peculiar suffer-
ers by unavoidable commercial em-
barrassments. They now offer to
their countrymen to invest the re-
maining 13,000 dollars in 3 per cent
stock, to be secured by a mortgage
on the whole ground and edifice, and
to be redeemed in fifteen years. I
have my doubts whether this accom-
modating project will possibly suc-
ceed ; although in the single city of
Boston, there are five hundred Uni-
tarians whose purses are ever open
to applications for other charitable
objects, and each of whom could
make an outright present to the Balti-
more Church of 10,000 dollars, with-
out the necessity of abridging a spoon-
ful of sauce from their daily elegant
and hospitable tables. Already the
T'rinitarians, with an ominous and vul-
ture-like eagerness, are flapping their
wings and muttering their trinmphs
over the impending dissolution of that
devoted church. DMay their predic-
tions and mine be alike blasted !
Comparison of French Protestants
with English Catholics. How affect-
ing is this picture! And how promi-
nent and cutting is the truth of the
conclusion! I tremble cvery day lest
the intolerance of the French Govern-

ment will wipe out every line of this
¢contrast.

Mosaic Mission.

Is not the following remark ratjep
overcharged — ¢ It .is. a principle in
England, that all religions which differ
from the religion of the state, ought
to be destroyed” ?

: e
Sir, Oct. 17, 1825.

BEG to assure your correspond.

ent W., (page 538,) that it wag
very far from being my design to
‘“ bespatter” him “ with ebloquy” on
account of his scepticism ; and though
I charged him with inconrsistent scep-
ticism, I did not consider the charge
of so grave a nature as to merit any
thing of petulance in the reply. My
only object is the discovery of truth,
and truth is best discovered by calm
and amicable discussion.

After reading, with considerable in-
terest and attention, his last commu-
nication, (p. 538,) I am under the ne-
cessity of saying, that so far from
having returned a satisfactory answer
to my inquiry, he has altogether evaded
it. As the remarks contained in his
first letter in your number for June,
(p. 335,) appeared to represent Ju-
daism as a system merely of human
policy, established without miraculous
agency, and, therefore, not entitled to
be considered as a revelation from
Heaven, I wished to know how these
sentiments, which, I was well aware,
are not peculiar to your correspon-
dent, could be reconciled with the be-
lief, which I did not doubt he enter-
tained, of the divine origin and autho-
rity of the Christian religion. I stated
my conviction, that the Jewish and
the Christian systems are inseparably
connected, not only because the di-
vine authority of the former is acknow-
ledged in almnost every page of the
New Testament, but because, also,
the very nature of that office or cha-
racter which is ascribed to Jesus, and
his title to which it appears to have
been the main object of his miracles
and resurrection to establish, imples
a previous revelation. I expected,
therefore, that he would have ir_lformed
me on what grounds he conceived the
divine origin of Christianity might be
established independently of that of Ju-
daism ; instcad of which, he has merely
attempted to support his sentiments
by the authority of some great naines.
His language, indeed, is such as leaves
me still in doubt what his SCﬂllIllelf“S
respecting Judaism really are; 10
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though “he disavows the design of ex-

laimng away all that appears mira-
eulous in the Old Testament, yet he
has not informed us where he draws
the line between the natural and the
Supernatural, nor what distinction he
makes between ¢ gwing an air of
probabélity.t(_) these ancient writings”’
and explaining away the miracles
which they relate. He acknowledges,
if I rightly understand him, an impor-
tant relation between these ancient
writings and the books of the New
Testament ; but adds, that the latter
« might stand their ground, although
the writings of Moses and the pro-
phets had been trampled in the dust.””
Here 1s the very sentiment which he
was expressly called upon to defend ;
but T look in vain for the arguments
which I expected to be advanced in
its support. Your correspondent can-
not require to be told that miracle is
necessary to establish the claim of any
religion to the character of a divine
revelation. If, then, Moses is only
to be considered as an * admirable
general,” who led his army dry-shod
over the Red Sea by means of his
knowledge of the tides; if the thun-
ders and lightnings of Mount Sinai
were nothing more, as he insinuates,
than a natural tempest, which *“ might
well frighten the Hebrews, who had
passed their days in a land where rain
and storms were unknown ;* if the
pillar of smoke and fire which guided
the Israelites, was merelv an artificial
signal like that employed by Alexan-
der the Great to conduct his army ; if
the story of the walls of Jericho fall-
g down at the sound of the rams’
horns be merely ¢ a figure of speech
to signify the ease with which the
Hebre.ws made themselves masters of
that.mty ;> 1f the phrase, so often oc-
curring in. the Old Testament, of
) P/zzfzs' seith the Lord,” be merely

an 1diom of office, a form of speech
chosen to head the new law—some-
what like, And be it enacted, &ec.,””—
it all those tokens of Divine inter-
Position be thus converted into tricks
of state or events of ordinary occur-
rence, what greund, I ask, will re-
main, on which to establish the divine
;‘l‘;gl&gl"ity of Judaisin; or how can the
l‘cslts i; r::;tl}: e (l);f C‘hrlstla'mty, Wluc.h
tion 3 pon 1t, be saved from demoli-

Iwas perfectly well aware that your

correspondent is not singular in bis
‘“ inconsistent scepticism.” It is a
common practice among iberal Chris-
tians to take unwarrantable liberties
with writings which they yet acknow-
ledge as the oracles of truth and the
records of revelation, and to reject
without ceremony whatever does not
square with their notiong of proba-
bility. Now to me it appears that
one miracle is just as probable as ano-
ther; and supposing the external evi-
dence to be equally good, there is
nothing more incredible in the Jewish
story of the Israelites marching dry-
shod through the Red Sea, while
““ the waters were a well wunto them
on their right hand and on their left,”’
than in the Christian miracle of Jesus
walking upon the sea of (ralilee with-
out sinking. I cannot, therefore, un-
derstand why those who admit the
truth of the mjracles recorded in the
New Testament should be so “° anx-
ious to give an air of probability’” to
the miracles of the Old Testanent,
unless they can shew, what I contend
is contradicted by the whole tenour
of the Scriptures, that the Jewish and
Christian systems are altogether dis-
tinct and independent.

Setting aside this inconsistency of
admitting Christianity as a divine re-
velation and denying the same cha-
racter to Judaism, I find no fault with
your correspondent for dealing with
the Jewish Scriptures as he would
with any other ancient records, in en~
deavouring to discover the real nature
of those events which gave occasion to
the marvellous stories they contain.
But I am perfectly astonished that he
should propound his explanations as
the interpretation of the meaning of
the writers themselves. If there 1is
any signification in language, the his-
torians of the Jewish nation were
themselves convinced, or intended at
least to convince their rcaders, of the
really miraculous nature of many of
the incidents which they relate. To
say that all these stories of miracles
were merely ‘¢ figures of speech,”
““ metaphorical expressions,” a pecu-
liar ‘¢ phrascology cmployed to de-
scribe what a profane author would
give us in a stmpler style,” 15 to muke
the Bible a book of emgmas, fitted
more to mislead than struct, and to
ascribe to these plamn writers flights
of rhetoric beyond the wildest vagaries

659
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of Eastern imaginations.—And where,
let me ask, did your correspondent
obtain the novel information, that
““ the Jews who lived in the time
when the Pentateuch was written,
were not themselves deceived by the
language of their sacred writers,”” and
that ¢ it was left for Christians in the
19th. century to add to the Mosaic
history miracle upon miracle”? Let
him read Psalm cv. and cvi.,, and he
will find that so early at least as the
time of David these narratives were
understood according to their obvious
meaning. What, indeed, was the
ground of that inordinate spiritual
pride for which the Jews were so re-
markable, but the fond belief which
they cherished, that they were the
favourite people of God, and that his
partiality for them had been mani-
fested by ¢ signs” and ‘¢ wonders”
wrought in their behalf?
- With respect to those quotations
from the prophecies of the Old Testa-
ment whick so frequently meet us in
the New, the doctrine of those who
consider them as merely intended to
shew a casual coincidence of circum-
stances has always appeared to me no
better than a miserable shift to get
rid of an insurmountable difficulty.
To every one not biassed by a system,
the language used in these quotations
plainly imports that the passages quo-
ted were bond fide predictions of the
cvents to which they are applied. To
say that the authors meant no such
thing, is not only to wrest plain lan-
guage from its plain meaning, but to
impute to them a solemn triffing alto-
gether unworthy the historians of a
divine revelation. Proplecy, I again
contend, constitutes the very founda-
tion of the Christian religion. It is
not a mere appendage which may be
dispensed with, if found cumbersoine,
but the basis on which the wholesafety
of the superstructure depends: for it
13 not only referred to in a few pas-
sages here and there, bhut implied in
the very nature of that office or cha-
racter in which Jesus is industriously
Lheld forth in the New Testarnent.
Whatever embarrassment, theretore,
the subject may occasion, the ground
of prophicey must not be deserted by
those who would uphold the divine
authority of the Christian religion.
That your correspondent may no
longer be at a loss in what light to

A “ Long-Lost Truth.”

regard the querist, and avoid in- futyye
the additional inconsistency of ratip
me as a bigot in one sentence, whijp
in the next he suspects me for gy
infidel, I beg leave to change my
former signature for that of

A CONSISTENT SCEPTIC.

A ¢ Long-Lost Truth.
Lerrer L.

S1R, Sept. 25, 1825,
IR ISAAC NEWTON somewhere
speaks of ““a long-lost truth iy
religion.”” T'his has been supposed to
relate to the doctrine of the simple
unity of the Deity; a sentiment which
it is believed he had espoused. But
there may be more ““long-lost truths”
in religion than one; and if with re-

gard to one of its grand and leadin
motives, the doctrine of Future Py-
nishment, we may, from prejudice or
inadvertency, have adopted crude and
indigested notions, it behoves us, in a
case of such mnanifest importance, * to
examine ourselves and prove our own
work,”’ both for our own sakes and
to enable us to withstand the attacks
of scoffers and gainsayers in this scep-
tical and inquiring age. All sane and
serious persons agree that our reason-
ing faculties are to be employed in
investigating the evidences of revela-
tion, but there are inany pious men
doubtful as to the extent or applica-
tion of this rule to some of its pecu-
liar doctrines, and there are others
who directly oppose it. Reason, say
they, is the handmaid to conduct us
to the porck of the sacred temple, and
then she is to retire : as though the
Almighty had given us one law in our
minds and a contrary one in his writ-
ten word, furnished us with a great
light on purpose that we should put
it out, or required us to divest our-
selves of reason, in order to be filled
with faith. But where will they find
this line of distinction in the Bible?
Certainly our Lord never intended 1t,
when he scverely rebukes his disciples
as *“ without understanding,” and not
able “ of themselves to judge what
was right ;” nor St Paul when, treat-
ing on the subject before us, he says,
““ We are made manifest to God, 3“}‘3

we trust also in your consciences.
T'o this omission, as it should secw,
i1s in a great measure owing the mUi-
tuplicity of religious errors that hath
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overspread the world, darkened the
fair face of nature, and rende}'ed man
an enemy to man, If you object that
Reason is corrupt and degenerate,
¢hen you are ungler the greater obliga-
tion to strive to rectify it, by making
use, under Providence, of the remnant
of this valuable gift ; even as a conva-
lescent, though he cannot walk like a
man in health, yet endeavours to do
it, and exerts the same muscles and
organs for that purpose.

But the Royal Preacher hath given
us the proper definition of Reason in
the exercise of its proper functions,
which is the pursuit and acquisition
of truth. ¢ The spirit of a man is
the candle of the Lord, searching all
the inward parts of the belly :” or,
to accommodate the sentiment to the
fastidiousness of modern taste, ‘¢ The
human understanding is a ray of di-
vine illuinination, searching or exa-
mining all the parts of the inward
man’’—his nature, his duty, his pre-
sent interest and future expectations ;
that i1s, Reason consists in acts of the
understanding puwt to the right use ;
and it is well observed by two men,
(in the general strain and current
of their writings themselves scarcely
uninspired,) that ¢ the rule and mea-
sure of duty in moral agents is their
lnnwledge, and the rule and measure
of their knowledge is their own cape-
city and their means of discovery. *

“ For, what is Reason ? Be she thus de-
fin'd,

Reason is upright stature in the soul :

Reuson pursued is faith, and unpursued,

Where proof iunvites, ’tis Reason then no
more,

A God is nought, but Reason infivite I’ +

We are not, therefore, justly charge-
able with arrogance, as presumptu-
ously ‘¢ laying hold on the ark of
God,” or attempting to explore the
hidden mysteries of his future king-
dom, when with humble and cautious
step we trace the line which Reason
and Revelation point out in the pro-
secution of this great and important
quiry, when we proceed according
to the nature of things, and “ the

\‘—q‘\“_

¥
1790 Watts’s ¢¢ Death aud IHeaven,”

T Young,

analogy of the faith:”#* for though
““ Secret things belong unto the Lord
our (zod, yet those which are revealed
belong unto us, and to our children
after us, that we may keep all the
words of his law.”

Let us not then rejeet the guidance
of this celestial monitor; she will
check our undue curiosity and pre-
sumption ; she will conduct her humble
votary, though perhaps in paths new
and by him untried, not only to the
temple of true religion, but through
all her palaces; she will accompany
hitm in all her hallowed retreats, in
the silent grove and by * the still
waters’” of meditation, nor ever re-
sign her charge till she introduce
bim into the sacred presence of this
Divinity, where he may contemplate
truth itself in the abstract without
fear of relapsing into dungerous error.

Now there appears to be no ra-
tional method of acquiring satisfae-
tory ideas relative to many important
truths not immediately obvious, but
by a gradual process of the under-
standing, by which, fromn truths al-
ready known, we ascend to the know-
ledge of others, as far as they are
knowable or comprehensible by us,
and tend to assist and confirm us in
the religious life. No man can mount
to the top of a high tower, where he
expects to meet with a beautiful and
extensive prospect, without the aid of
certain steps wisely provided for that
purpose ; and if, in religion for in-
stance, (the reader will pardon a short
digression,) if from the shortness and
vanity of the present state, considered
in the abstract, we immediately ele-
vate our conceptions to the contem-
plation of that émmoertal life revealed
in the gospel, as the future portion of
the righteous, and not only of the
faithful disciples of Christ, but also of
the righteous of cvery age and of
every dispensation ; (which latter po-
sition, the parable of the ¢ talents”
alone, is sufficient to establish and
confirm to the satisfaction of all those
who, free from the trammels of sys-
tem and independent of ‘¢ the strife
of tongues,” can readily imbibe what
Lord Bacon, by a singular felicity of

* Rom. xii. 6. The French Testament
gives the true rendering, as above, ¢ Sc-
lon I’ analegie de le foi”
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phrase, denominates ‘“ the first flow-
tngs of the Scripturcss”) if we at-
tempt this rapid ascent, the transi-
tion is so great, the idea so over-
whelming, that we are momentarily
lost and dismayed, rather than per-
suaded and convinced : a secret infi-
delity sometimes stirs within us, and
for a. season interrupts our tranquil-
lity and joy. Now, in such a state of
mind, a plain but pious man, ‘¢ hold-
ing the root,”” the belief in a Supreme
Being of eternal and infinite perfec-
tions, and ‘‘the branch’’ from the
root, the divine mission of Jesus
Christ, for the sake of argument, put-
ting himself and his associates out of
the question, if he take only the ge-
neral history of the heathen world,
or the outlines of the history of the
Bible, may be naturally led to inquire
whether it is reasonable to suppose
that, under the jurisdiction of a Being
of infinite power, wisdom and good-
ness, all the worthies of ancient time,
or the worthies of the Old and New
Testament, besides a numerous host
of saints and confessors of subsequent
ages, considered merely as to their
characters, should lie down in the
clods of the valley, without recovery
or restitution to eternal ages; espe-
cially when he also considers the mix-
cd state of affairs here below; the na-
tural tendencies of things, and their
frequent counteractions; ‘¢ the violent
perversion of justice and judgment—
oppression which maketh a wise man
mad ;> the virtuous set in low places,
and the wicked unduly exalted ; toge-
ther with the powers and faculties of
the human mind, capable of endless
improvement in knowledge, virtue
and happiness, and a moral govern-
ment evidently begun, but not con-
summated : in a word, whether the
present vacillating and transitory scene
be likely to prove the termination of
the Divine plans with regard to such
characters # And if he must upon
serious reflection be persuaded that
this cannot be, but that they should
live again, then it is casy to ascend
one step higher, and he will readily
allow, without any laboured proof,
that 1t' there be a resurrection for one,
there must be a resurrection for «ll ;
and then, not to enter upon the pro-
mises of Scripture, the reasoning of a
grcat Divine may come in to his aid,
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namely, that ¢ the life of the righte.
ous subsequent to:the resurrectigy

cannot be conceived to bé limited iy
duration, but upon one of three sup-
positions—either from their apostacy

when free from every evil, natural anq
moral, and under the peculiar auspjceg
of God and the Redeemer; or, that
the Almighty should destroy them
when most conformed to his Diyipe
1image and likeness; or that the ypi.
verse should he too narrow to contajp
them. The first is e moral, the se.
cond an absolute impossibility, and the
last a complete and palpable absurdj-
ty.”’* So that, upon the supposition
of any future state of happiness ¢
all, it must needs be an eternal one,
‘““not,” indeed, “‘“of debt, but of grace.
Eternal life is the gift of God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ.’”> But, is there
any process of the understanding or
concatenation of ideas which will lead
us to formn a similar conclusion with
respect to the duration of future pu-
nishment P—We trow not.

Having treated in some former
numbers of the Repository on what
may be styled the modern orthodox
representation of this doctrine, name-
ly, as a state of different degrees of
suffering, but of a strictly eternal
duraticn, and endeavoured to shew
that, even in this qualified view of
the subject, the arguments urged in
its favour appear to be invalid and
unsatisfactory, whether we reflect on
the nature of sin, the nature of man,
the nature of eternity, and, as far as
we arc able to discover them, the
Divine perfections and character in
a general view, and without an im-

racdiate regard to the attribute of

goodness ; we might now proceed to
consider the subject in a direct and
positive light, adverting tnore espe-
cially to this glorious attribute of the
Deity, and to the general strain and
current of Scripture, but that it may
be proper to premise a few remarks
on some of those leading passages
which are urged on behalf of the com-
monly-received notions on this head;
for though the Scriptures cannot be
inconsistent with themselves, or with
right reason, they contain, neverthe-
less, certain dissonances, or apparent
incongruitics, which, as they often

- — e e == m—— g —— . . —

* Duchal,
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rplex the “ babes” in Christ, some~
times ‘¢ casting them into an ainazed-
ness,” and require evenin the “ strong
men”’ a con51d9rable degree of care
and attention in order to reconcile
them, so they are *° wrested”” by the
sceptic, learned and unlearned, into
downright absurdltlgs and contradic-
tions. It is one of St. Paul’s spiritual
paradoxes, ““ If any man think he
knoweth any thing, he knoweth no-
thing yet as he ought to know.” But
St. John says, ‘“ Ye have an unction
from the Holy One, and ye know a/{
things”> How easy for a towering
genius, or a selficonceited lecturer, to
represent these and siwmilar passages
in a ludicrous or contradictory point
of view, which a little common sense
will easily reconcile ! Thus the scep-
tic, ¢ speaking evil of the things which
he knows not,”” and which, while he
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trasted with a finite one.—Dr. Young,
on ‘‘ the day of judgment,’” says,

““ Rocks eternal pour
Their melted mass, as rivers once they
poured ; -
Stars rush, and final ruin fiercely drives
Her ploughshare o’er creation !”’

Here the eternal rocks are convert-
ed into @ ruin! :

The parallel passage in John v. 29,
as well as in ver. 27, («pioews,) might
have been rendered “¢ judgment.”

““ We cannot determine,” says Dr.
Doddridge, “ how far this language
may be literal, and how far figurative.
There seems no reason to believe that
every particular word and action shall
be examined in all its circumstances,
witnesses heard, refuted, &ec., as in hu-
man courts ; for this would make the

iabours under his present state of judgment-day millions of years longer

mental occecation, he cannot know,
either in the garb of a mild and spe-
cious eloquence strives to sap the
foundations of the gospel, or with his
pen dipped in gall and venom, pro-
ceeds in his bold career, beguiling the
hearts of the simple, and exulting in
his fancied victory. But ¢ Knowledge
is easy unto him that understandeth.”

Now, the chief passages of Scrip-
ture which are supposed to designate
eternal punishments, are those trans-
lated by the terms ever and everlast-
ing, particularly Matt. xxv.46. Here,
says the orthodox believer, our Lord
sets himself on purpose to describe
the future judgment and its awful
conscquences ; he gives the wicked no
hope beyond their final award, and
employs the same terms as to the
duration of the happiness of the righ-
tcous and the sufferings of the un-
sodly.  This objection having been
sufficiently handled in the Number for
December last, (p. 719,) needs not to
be enlarged upon : the terms must be
cousidered according to the subject to
which they are applied, and the En-
glish reader may recollect similar in-
stanees of application in his own lan-
shage.  ““ The Guardian,” speaking
of a great writer, savs, ‘‘ He may
0pe to be rewarded with an immor-
ality, much more to be desired than
that of remaining in eterne! honour
dmong manking.”’

lere, an absolute eternity is con-

than the whole period of the earth’s
duration ; nor can we be sure that
those excuses will be made as there
represented. 'These expressions, as
well as € opening the books’ in *the
Revelation,” it is probable are to be
taken figuratively.” L

Moreover, it is stated by M. Petit-
pierre, from Grotius and Wittenbach,
that the term xoAaoig, translated pu-
nishment, is peculiarly applicable to
the pruning of trees; and, in a moral
view, was commonly used by the
Greek philosophers to denote such
sufferings as were inflicted on the
criminal in order to promote his fu-
ture amendment.

And surely the wisdom of our Lord
is here, as in all his divine teachings,
abundantly manifest, in the wuse he
has made, not of equivocal, but of
indefinite terms ; which, as Dr. Dod-
dridge allows, as they preclude ‘the
possibility of proving strictly eternal
punishients @ prieri, or previous to
the event, and thus exclude absolute
despair ; so they are sufficiently awful
and tremendous to aiarm the most
hardened transgressor, and to urge
him to an immediate repentatice and
reformation.

Upon the whole, we plainly and
chiefly learn from this sublime repre-
sentation of the future judgment, its
certainty, its universality, a principal
criterion by which it 1s to be regu-
lated, and the different states or eco-
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nomies. into which the righteous and
the wicked shall immediately enter..
Tophet, or Gehenna. This topic
has also been.considered in the Nun-
ber before mentioned. Calvin himself
allows this allusion in a figurative
sense. .
““ What shall it profit a man, if he
should gain the whole world and lose
his own soul ?”” _QOr, asin the parallel
text, “‘lose himselfand be cast away?”’
This, at first view, may seem to imply
an absolute and strictly eternal loss.
In a discussion of this kind, we cannot
avoid sometimes repeating the leading
arguments ; and must here remind the
reader, who hath had the patience
to accompany the writer hitherto, of
those strong hyperbolical expressions
which our Liord frequently employs in
inculcating religious and moral truth ;
such as cutting off a right hand,
plucking out a right eye, hating our
natural parents, and our own lives,
and so on; all which, every man of
plain sense knows how to gualify and
understand without a tutor. What
wonder, then, that our Saviour, in
order to alarm the careless and diso-
bedient, and fully aware of their fu-
ture danger, should employ this ener-
getic language? But let us consider
the argument upon which this dis-
course 13 grounded. ‘“ For the Son
of Man shall come,”” &ec., ““and then
shall he reward every man according
to his work.”” Unless, therefore, we
can prove that the wicked works of
men, 1n their very nature, merit eter-
nal punishment, we cannot prove it
from this passage.
. But, in a scriptural sense, a man
may be said to ‘“ lose his soul,” if he
loses any comsiderable part of that
.genuine felicity, originally intended
for him by his All-gracious Creator.
An heir loses his inheritance if, on
account of his ill behaviour, the time
of his enjoying it be profracted. A
rebel loses his estate by forfeiting it
to his prince ; but a gracious prince
may restore i upon due submission
and a return to his allegiance. So
Adam lost paradise, involving both
himself and his posterity in the penalty
of death; but ‘< one greater Man”
hath restored him, and put all his
posterity likewise in a capacity of
.““ regaining the blissful seat.” “Still
many will prevaricate, and fail of the
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conditions; some of fhese, i, pariig;.
lar:and flagrant. cases, onr Jaord guys
“¢ shall not be forgiven, a._peithegjn'é:ﬁi;
world nor in the world to come.” g,
T asdve paAhovri—thal is, in the peyg
aion, age or dispensasion. They wjl]
not be the happy sugécts of that firg
salvation, immediately to succeed the
geuneral judgment. *‘Having neglected
the opportunity of grace in the time
of life, they must go. the long and
tedious round in the painful and wi/.
derness way, and pay the utlermost
Jarthing required in the course of
strict judgment and justice, which
nevertheless does not require an infi-
nite fromn a poor finite, but propor-
tions their degrees and times of suf.
fering and purgation, according to
wise and just measures, suited to this
severer way and process.”*

““ In like manner we, are to undey-
stand the case of thosé mentioned
Hebrews vi., who having apostatized
under the greatest advantages, are
represented as under an impossibilit
of being restored ; that is, kuman[:/_/
speaking, and by these means which
they have rejected ; but this excludes
not their being restored in another
way and course, after they have suf-
fered the award of ‘strict justice, and
paid the debt required : and the impos-
sihility here mentioned, must admit
of the same reserve with that of the
rich man’s entering °into the King-
dom of God,” to whom ¢ all things
are possible ;> who can, if he pleases,
strike in with exception to the stated
rules of courses and dispensations, or
appoint others for the effecting that
which the former did not or could
not.” + '

Dr. Hartley observes, that “ there
is nothing in all St. Paul’s Epistles
from whence the absolute eternity of
future punishment can be at all -
ferred, except the passage ¢ everlast-
ing destruction,” which, according t0
the original indefinite signification of
similar terms, should be taken In &
‘qualified sense. Nor in St. Luke’s
‘Gospel, or in his ¢ Aects,” in St
John’s Gospel, or in his Epistles, of
in those of St.James, Peter and J udei
‘Nor does it appear from the works o
the most encient Fathers, that they

e
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* Roach’s Messiah Triumphant, 1724.
+ Ibid.
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put such-a construction upon these
termis, and the omission 'of - the doc-
trine in the am.:ignt 'creed.s',. shews that
it was no original doctr{ne,- or not
thoaght es.se;_z.ﬁal ; ;md, indeed, the
Romish doctrine: of purgatory scems
to be the corruption of a genuine doc-
trine, held by the ancient Fathers con-
cerning a purifyiny fire.” * .
Many passases in the ‘ Revelation”
are now considered, by the best inter-
reters, as referring to the concerns
of the church in the present world,
though others doubtless relate to fu-
turity ; and we_ are as yet far from a
comprehensive knowledge of this won-
derful book. One passage reguires
consideration, ch. xxii. 11. This can
be nothing more than a solemn warn-
ing at the close, as if the angelic
messenger had said—If, after all the
extraordinary revelations unfolded to
you, and which you are  not to seal
up,” hut to communicate to the world,
any should still remain unpersuaded
and unconvinced, there is no further
present remedy at hand ; obstinate
transgressors must remain under the
effects of their own wilful ignorance
and blindness, -and await the awful
consequences. But ‘“ he that is righ-
teous let him be righteous still ;> the
true -believer can have now no reason
to repent of his choice; he is delivered
from all the permanent effects of the
original curse; for behold, saith the
Judge, ““I come quickly, and my re-
ward is with me, to give to every man
according as his work shall be.”
- There is one other text. strangely
Introduced upon this occasion, the
handling of which, by the obscurc au-
thor just quoted, is so peculiarly ap-
propriate, that there needs no apology
for inserting it ; and the severest cri-
ues admit of occasional quotations,
provided they fit the place. Somec
conelude the state of the damned to
be eternal, from these words of Solo-
mon, Kecles., xi. 3: ““In the place
Where the tree falleth there it shall
be” These must first prove that he
13 here speaking of the state of depart-
¢d souls’; the contrary of which rather
4ppears from the context and the de-
Sifn- of the Preacher. Ie is recom-
mending charity, or a/ms-giving, which
he illustrates by three similes, running
e — ~
Ed‘f lf;:};t.ley on Man, Vol, 1. 430, &c.
VOE, XX,
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parallel to each other, and expressing
the terms & quo and ad quem, or the
giver and the receiver; -the uricertain-
ty of the giver, whether the object of
his charity be deserving or not, and
yet its being accepted of God, and en-
gaging for a return of the blessing.
The first simile is of “ bread cast
upon the waters,” or among a multi-
tude of people in general; the second,
ot “ clouds full of rain, and emptying
themselves upon the earth;” the
third, of ‘¢ a tree laden with good
fruit” and  falling” for relief of the
needy, ‘“ either to the north or to the
south,” whether to objects really de-
serving the charity or not. Now, each
of these similes has the same terms
and reward; in each is represented
the good intent of the giver, the duty
perforined, the charity reaching its
term or object, and the return of bles-
sing to be expected. And here, to
break the natural and easy parallelism
and -make the nor¢h and the souts to
signify the different states after this
life, because an argument might thence
be drawn for doing good while we-
have opportunity, appears to be forced
and abrupt, and contrary to the pre-
sent design of the wise Preacher. It
should be added, in confirmation of
what has been said of ‘¢ the tree fall-
ing’’ being a third simile, used in the
same¢ manner and to the same intent
as the former, that it is introduced in
the same formm and connected by the
same particle, ‘i the clouds be tull,”
&c., and ‘¢ if the tree fall,” &ec.

‘“ However, let it be granted, for

argument’s sake, according to the other

interpretation, that ¢ as the tree falls
so 1t lies ;> or, that into whatever state
the soul enters after death, there it
continues s 1t will by no means hence
follow, that 1t must continue there

Sor ever, in a strict sense ; or that the

Preacher here undertakes to determine

the point Aow long it is to continue,

it being cnough for the arguiment
thence to be drawn, that the soul has
then no present opportunity of cxer-
cizing this grace, but is gone into the
state of receiving the award of its ine-
rits or demerits, without regard to the
dwuration or degree of punishment in
the latter. But as ¢ a tree falling? has
no power Lo raise tself, yet, it an ar-
tist, a carpenter, shall raise it, it may
be prepared, fitted and adapted into a
building, or serve to other good uses ;
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sqy a soul fallen into a state of suffer-
ing, awarded by the justice of Gad,
though it may have no power to rmise
itself, yet, as the mercy of God and
the power of grace shall be extended
to. it, it may be raised, prepared and

adapted. inte the temple building of

God, and become a member of the
church or body of Christ.”

¢ Nor, lastly, is it to be supposed
that Selomon, with all his wisdon,
should pessess the knowledge of the
secret decree of God, concerning the
utmost latisude of grace, he being but
under the law; and such a, manifesta-
tion rather belonging to the dispensa-
tion of the gospel in full, as the due
time for its testification.” * B

Thus much shall suffice, in refer
ence to some passages of Scripture,
which are urged in support of the
commonly-received dectrine; and the
sum appears to be this,—that as the
Bible contains simple truisms, which
are always the same, without any reve-
lation at all, and likewise abstract
propositions or neew ¢ruths, which, ne-
vertheless, when made known and un-
derstood, are perfectly agreeable to
Reason, and readily embraced by the
reflecting mind; so, (as it was written
in ancient times and ancient tongues,
by men in peculiar circumstances, and
who, though perspicuous enough in
all things necessary and important,
yet, conscious of their own integrity,
did not always attend to those nice-
ties and distinctions of language which
prevail in -modern times,) the same
Bible also contains many passages,
the true import of which can only be
discovered by studying them under the
influence of these principles. In a
word, that ¢Ae letter must in many
instances yield to ¢4e spiri¢, or that
the Scriptures should always be in-
terpreted in a rational sense.

AN OCCASIONAL READER.
T ——

The Well of Down,
Lreland.

[From INo. IV. of ¢ The Church of lre-
land Magazine.”’]

MMEDIATELY under the rock is

the Well of Down, as remarkable

in the religious, as the other is in the
military annals of the country. Some

in Donegall,

¥ Roach.

The Well of Down, in Donegall, Irelund.

pilgrims were going round the wvell op
their naked:knees, in the midst of the
miry puddle, whilg,we were ithere,
but. there are certain station days, on
which the crowds resorting to this place
are enormous. Here the sick and the
healthy - flock tggether—the sick to
procure health, the soupd to procure
grace. The water not only cures com-
plaints, but it procures marriuges ,
and it is ascertained, that after these
stations weddings are very rife, and
therefore the young and the healthy,
the gay and the well-dressed, resort
hither. It really is a very merry busi-
ness, and as much carnality is mixed
up "here with the religious devotions
and prepaossessions of the people, as
is usual with  the followers of the
Church of Rome in all quarters of the
world. Of course every one speaks
good words of the well.of Down j:it
cures the faithful of their complaints,
and the faithless of their infidelity.
A striking instance of this was told
me by an O’'Dannel, who spoke with
all sober seriousness, and whose vera-
citv must be unimpeachable, as he
said he was descended from one of
the great O’Donnels ; and if he had
not the valour and ferocity of his an-
cestors, he had a full share of their
superstition. “* Sir,’” said he,  the
black-mouthed Presbyterians there be-
low on the Lennan, are forced to con-
fess and believe in the wonders of this
well. Not long ago a bitter psalm-
singing Presbyterian, who farms part
of the townland of Drumgarton, his
name is John M<“Clure, he used to
laugh at us Catholics as we passed
bhim by, goijng to this blessed spot—
Oh! it would make your flesh creep
to hear all he said, turning the sacred
well into game ; but oune spring, just
as we were going to labour the grourd
for the barley, his horses took the
mange, and they got so lean that they
were dropping off their standing;
they could not plough his field, they
were munable to crawl to the bog to
bring home a creel of turf, he tried
brimstone with them, but it did not
do; all the tobacco-water, and sul-
phur in Derry had no effect; so, 53)3
he, half joke half earnest, to his neigh-
bour Jerry M<Swine, I’ll go to the
Well of Down and wash my horses
with your holy water, and who knows
but the Saint will cure a Presbyterian’s
horse as well as a Catholic’s co¥
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So off set. he with -his'horses, “and -he
pringy & piil with Himv Lo Tl the water,
and-wheti he eame tear the well, as
he could not lead his lorses close to
;i Yy reason ‘of the ‘bog, he tied the
cattie to'a stone, and down he went
to fetch the watdr,”and raising it with
his pail, -off ‘he ‘set ¢6 pour it over his
horses.' But, my dear-honey, he had
pnot’ go re ‘ten' Stﬁp& ﬁ‘Omd the \Vé'n,'
when the paily ‘as if it had no bdttom
at all, let out all thé water; baek he
goes again, but not better was his bad
luck ; he might have been lifting - the
water until Lady<Day-and yet not one
drop of the blessed liquid would the
heretic be permitted to carry ; it stole
out of the pail as it woild out of a
sieve: at length & sudden dimness
came over the man’s eyes, and it
would make you langh to see Johnny
M¢Clure * wandering about the Dlog
as blind:as a beetle, tumbling into the
hiog holes, relling and weltering in the
mud. At length fear came on the
man, and the'grace of God gave him
a good thought, and he vowed to the
blessed Virgin Mary and all the Saints,
that if he recovered his sight he would
- go to mass next Sunday. The mo-

ment he said this he saw his eyesight
come; up he bounced, ran to the
blessed well and took a hearty drink,
and he became as good a Catholic and
as' happy & man as ever you' saw;
immediately he took' up the pail, lifted
1t full of water, which the pail now
carried as staunch as need be, and a
Catholic neighbour mauking the sign
ot: the cross while he wished them
with the water, in‘a hand’s turn (as I
may say) they became as clean and
sound as a trout, and Jack M*Clure
Went home, hid horses cured, and he
a good Catholic, ‘'which he remained
t his dying day.”> '

This story: Barney O'Donnel told
With all *the expression of - perfect
faith ; | verily consider that he be-
lieved all he narrated. This well has
another excellent effect—the good
hous?wwes of the district use it as a
tertain alexipharmick against infide-
lity in their husbands ; nothing need
lze done but to keep a bottle of it well
corked under the bed’s-head, and the
food man of the liouse remains as he
should be, true and faithfial. A valu-
able well it must be, and highly to be
Prized this anti-jealousy water. ' I'was
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told--even of Protestant ladies who
placed full relianee in thissisvple Fe.
medy. What a pity it 5 nét Kagem
beyond this little distriet; the bledsad
water Kkeeps well ; emblematieof. tlie
purity- it provides for, it is‘inéapable
of corruption—it might be sent to all
parts of the world—to Londoi; to Pa-
ris. S
BERSEEI——.
- Istington,
=S1nr, Nowv. 5, 1825.
‘A N anonymous correspondent wish-
B es'me to inform him, through
the medium of the Monthly " Reposi-
tory, in what part of Shakspeare’s
writings I obtained that °¢ beautiful
quotation,”” prefixed by way of motto
to the Sermon on the Education of the
Pooyr, inserted in my volume of Tracts
recently published. The lines are thus
found in the second part of Henry the
Sixth, aet 4th, scene 7th ;-

Q——Seeing‘.fgnbmnce is _the curse of Géd,
Knowledge the wing wherewith we fly to
heaven'! .

Capel Leoft, in his Aphorisms of
Shakspeare, attaches to this passage
a sentence from Zrheogrnis, of Megara,
a Grecian poet, who lived about 500
years before Christ, in which a‘similar
sentiment i3 recognized.- This heathen
bard was remarkable for the purity of
his strains; and Dr. Priestley, 1 re-
collect, makes use of him in his admi-
rable work on the Comparison betwéen
Socrates and Jesus Christ.> BShak-
speare, according to his'contemporsry,
Ben Johnson, had * small Liatin'and
less Greek,” yet he may have had suf-
ficient knowledge of the ldtter lan-
guage to have read Theognis, or he
may have beécome acquainted with him
through the medium of tranglatién.
But no more on this subjéct, havihg
touched upon it many years ago'ii my
Memoir of Shakspeare, prefixéd to my
Hlustration of his Seven Ages, drawn
up for the use of the rising generation.
After all, in my humble opinion, the
sentiment spontaneously emanated
from the mind of our greut bard, who
““ was not of an age, but born for
all tine,”’ so transcendantly . gifted /by
nature, that, as Pope expressesiit, the
was ZAhe¢ organ through whichshe pro-
clatmed herself to latest pesterity !
Happily tke matto contains a momen-
tous truth, of the iinportance of which
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thé preserdt “age are apprized, by thié
establisliment: of - schools, - institutes,
and even a necw Umz,-erszry, from
which we augur well the accelerated
amelioration of the world. The
‘“ curse’’ is avoided whilst el/ clusses,
pressing forward ‘with- avidity, are
anxious to seize the ¢ wing by which

we fly to heaven.”’
J. EVANS.
' et —
ﬂ/femozr.s of Samuel Pepys, Esq.
(Continued from p. 527.)

FRIEND complamed to Pepys

- ‘“ of the lewdness and beggary
of the Court,” and his own descrip-
tion shews the complaint was not
groundless: ¢“ 1661, August 31st. At
Court things are in very ill condition,
there being so much emulation, po-
verty and the vices of drinking, swear-
ing and loose amours, that I know
not what will be the “end of it but
confusion. And the clergy so high
that all people that I meet with do
protest against their practice. In short,
1 see no content or satisfaction any
where, in any one sort of people.
The Benevolence” (a voluntary contri-
bution to Charles’s necessities, some-
thing like a jorced loan) ° proves so
little, and an occasion of so much dis-
content every where, that it had better
1t had never been sct up. I think to
subseribe £20. We are at our office
quiet, only for lack of money all things
go to rack. Our very bills offered .to
be sold upon the Exchange at 10 per
cent loss. We. are upon getting: Sir
R. Ford’s house added to our office.
3ut I'sce so many difliculties will fol-
low in pleasing of one another in di-
viding' it, and in becoming bound per-
sonally to pay the rent of £200 per
annum, that I do believe it will yet
scarce come to pass. The season
very sickly every where of strange
and fatal tevers.”” 1. 115, 116.

Presbyterianism was so far from
being banished, that on Sept. 3rd of
this year, (1661,) Pepys complains
that at the christening of “ my Lady’s
child”’> by the parson of the parlsh
the sign of the cross was not used,
¢ to his and all their trouble.”’

Our play-goer sets down, Sept. 7,
his going to see Ben Jonson’s comedy
of *“ Bartholomew Ifayre’” which hdd
not been acted thesc torty years, add-
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ing' ¢ it hetg 50 satyFeal tigfa&hst Py
vitaiism, * tliey - dutst bk HIL Hgw,
which is stringe they should r{ﬁ*em]f/
dere to do it, (md the Iimn do cozm-
tenance it L. 117. v
. Relating, Sept. 30th; that “ S1r
Henry Vam,, Lambelt and others are
lately sent away from the Fower, pri.
soners to Scilly,” lie says he does 1ot
think there was any plot but only a
pretence. 1.122. This ““pretence,”
however, he seems 1o ylstva On ano-
ther occasion,

““ Dec. 1st. There hath htely been
great clapping up of 'some old states-
men, such-as Ireton, Moyer,* and
others, and they say upon a great
plot, but I believe' no such thing;
but it is but justice that they should
be served as they served the poor

Javaliers, and 1 believe it will oftén-
times be so as long as they live, whe-
ther there be cause or-no.” " I. 124.

Pepys was not an indiscriminate ad-
mirer of the clergy, least’of all’of
“ the old elergy;” for example,
““ Nov. 17th. To Church- ;5 and heard
a simple fellow upon the praise of
church musique,’” (yet Pepys was mu-
sical,) * and exclaiming against men’s
wearing their hats on in the Church”
(anOcher vesuge of Presbyterxamsm)
I. 123

He gives an account (1. 134) of a
pulpit droll : |

““ 1662, Mar 7Lh arly to White-
Hall to the Chapel, whete' by Mr.
Blagrave’s means I got into his pew,
and lieard Dr! Creéton,” (Crelgliton,)
““ the great Scotchman and Chaplain
in ordindry to the ng, preach before
the ng;, ahd Duke and Duchesse,
upon “the words of Mieah, ¢ Roule
yourselves in dust.” - He made a most
learned sermon upon the words; but
in his application the most commal
man that ever I heard in my life.
Just such a man as Hugh cters ;
saying that it had been better for the
poor Cavalier never to have come with
the King into England again; for he
that hath the impudence to deny obe-
dience to the lawful magistrate, und
to swear to the oath of allegiance,
&c., was better treated now-a-days 1
Newgate, than a poor Rovalist, that

e

g

¥ ¢ Samuel Moyer, onc .of the Councl
of Statc, 1653.”*
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ath sred all his life.for the King,
?&;;f,;\;&?}%e’-ﬂall za‘mm:tgguhits friends.”

Anether.notable. renegade is intro-
duced (ib.), viz. Sir G. Downing,
whose baseness is not spared : .

¢« Mar. 12th.: This morning we had
pews from Mr. Coventry, that Sir G.
Downing *:(like a perfidious rogue,
though the action is good and of ser-
vice to the King, yet.he cannot with
a good conscience do it) hath taken
Okey, Corbet and Barkestead, at Delfe,
in Holland, and sent them home in
the Blackmore. Sir W. Pen, talking
to me this afternoon of what a strange
thing it is for Downing to do this, he
told me of a speech he made to the
Lords States of Holland, telling them to
their faces that he observed that he was
not received with the respect and the
observance now, that he was when he
came from the traitor and rebel Crom-
well ;. by whom, I am sure, he hath
got all he hath in the world—and they
know 1t t00.” | .

<< 17th. Last night the Blackmore
Pinke . brought. the three prisoners
Barkestead, Okey and Corbet, to the
Tower, being taken at Delfe, in Hol-
land ; where, the Captain tells me, the
Dutch were a good while before they
could be persuaded to let them go,
they Dbeing taken prisoners in their
land. But Sir G. Downing would
not be answered so—though all. the
world takes notice of him for a most
uugratefull - villaine for his paines.”
I. 135. |

These, like most of the King’s
Judges, died with stout hearts:

‘““ April 19th. 'This morning, be-
fore we sat, I went to Aldgate,-and at
the corner shop, a draper's, I stood
and did see Barkestead, Okey and
Corbet drawne towards the gallows
at. Tiburne, and there they were hang-
ed and quartered. They all looked
very cheerful ; but I hear they all die
defending what they did to the King
:(; be just, which is very strange.” 1.

/-

A picture of the public mind is ex-
hibited, 1. 141.

“ May 16th. At night all the bells
of the towne rang and bonfires made
tor the joy of the Queene’s arrival,

who landed at Portsmouth last night.

* ¢«.According to Hume, Downing had
once been Chaplain to Okey’s Regi-
nient,”’ .
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But .I do not. see muchotrue oY but
only an indifferent one in: the:Hetirts:of
people, whe are much disconteated at
the. pride and luxury.:of the. Court;
and running in debt.”. .. ot
We have mention, I. 144, for..the
first time, of the “ Act of Uniformity :?2
““ May 3lst. 'The Act for Uniformi-
ty is lately printed, which it is. thoughs
will make mad work among the Pres-
byterian ministers.. FPeople of all
sides are very much discontented,
some thinking themselves used, con-
trary to promise, too hardly, and the
other that they are not rewarded :so
much as they expected by the King.”
Pepys witnessed the murder (for so
we must call it) of Sir Henry Vane,
which he thus describes: S
‘““ June 14th. About eleven o’clock,
having a room got ready for us, we
all went out to the Tower Hill, and
there over against the scaffold, made
on purpose this day, saw Sir Henry
Vane brought. A very great press of
people. He made a long speech, many
times interrupted by the Sheriffe and
others there; and they would have
taken his paper out of his hand, but
he would not let it go. But they
caused the books of all those that
writ - after him ‘to be given the She-
riffe, and the trumpets were brought
under the scaffold that he might not
be heard. Then he prayed and so
fitted himself: and received: the . blow,
but the scaffold was. sa' crowded that
we could not see it done. But Bore-
man, who had been upon the scaffold,
told us that first he began to speak of
the.irregular proceeding against-him ;
that he was, against..Magna Charta,
denied to have his exceptions against
the indictment allowed, and that there
he was stopped by the Sheriffe. Then
he drew out his paper of notes, and
begun to tell them first his life ; that
he was born a gentleman; he had
been till he was seventeen years old a
good fellow, but then it pleased God
to lay a foundation of grace in his
heart, by which he was persuaded
against his worldly interest, to leave
all preferment and go abroad, where
he might serve God with more free-
dom. 'Then he was called home and
made a member of the Long Parlia-
ment, where he never did to this day
any thing against his. conscience, but
all for the. glory of God. Here he
would bave given them an account of
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the' proceedings of the Long Parlia:
ment, but ‘they so often imterrupted
him, that at last he was forced to give
over, and so fell into prayer for En-
gland in general, then for the church-
es in England, and then for the city
of Eondon : and so fitted bimself for
the block; and received the blow. He
had a blister, or issue upon his neck,
which - he desired them not to hurt:
he changed not his colour or speech
to the last, but died justifying himself
and the eause he had stood for, and
spoke very confidently of his bemng
presently at the right hand of Christ;
and in all things appeared. the most
resolved man that ever died in that
manner, and shewed more ‘of heate
than cowardice, but yet with all hu-
mility and gravity. One asked him
why he did not pray for the King?
He answered, ¢ You shall see I can
pray for the King: I pray God bless
him!? The King had given his body
to his friends; and, therefore, he told
them that he hoped they would be
civil to his body when dead, and de-
gired they would let him die like a
gentleman and a Christian, and not
cr%wded and pressed as he was.” I.
146.

. He afterwards twice adverts to the
courage of this political martyr in the
article of death, which he says was
talked of by the people “ as a mira-
cle,”” but which some of the syco.
phants of the Court affected to ques-
tion. The wanton cruelty of Charles’s
government in this instance made a
deep impression wupon the nation :
Pepys says, ‘“ June 22, Coming home
to night I met with Will. Swann, who
do talk as high for the Fanatiques as
ever he did in his life, and do pity my
Loxrd Sandwich and me that we should
be given up te the wickedness of the
world, and that a fall is coming upon
us all; for he finds that he and his
company are the true spirit of the na-
tion;- and the greater part of the na-
tion too, who will have liberty of con-
seience in spite of this ¢ Act of Uni-
formity,” or they will die ; and if they
may not preach abroad they will
preach m their own houses.  He told
me that certainly Sir 1I. Vane must
be gone to heaven, for he died as
much a martyr and saint as ever man
did ; and that the King hath lost more
by that maw’s death, than he will get
again a good while. At¢ all which 1
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know not what to think; but I confess
I dothigk that the:Bishops Will hever
be uble te. carry itisoihigh dsithey
dO.” I. 149. _ Qi
This /ill. Swanmi is a stranger to
us ; the Diarist: speaks  of him: after.
wards with some contempt. S
A few days afterwards he sums. -up
the political state of the country, not
very creditably to the King and Court:
. “¢ End of June. Observations. This
I take to be as bad a juneture as ever
I observed. The King and his new
Queene minding -their pleasures at
Hampton Court. Al people discon.
tented ; some that the King do not
gratify them enough, and the:eothers,
Fanatiques of all sorts, that the King
do take away their liberty of con-
science, and the height of the Bishops,
who I fear will ruin all again. They
do much cry up the manner of Sir
H. Vane's death, and he deserves it.
Much clamour against the climne
money, and the people say they wiﬁ
not pay it without force. And in the
mean time, like to have war abroad,
and Portugal to assist, when we have
not meney to pay for any ordinary
layings out at home.”> 1. 161,

Some of the Nonconformist minis-
ters are introduced, I. 157, in an anti-
cipation of St. Bartholomew Day: -

<« Aug. 10. I walked to St. Dun-
stan’s, the Church being now: finished,
and here I heard Dr. Bates, who made
a. most eloquent sermon; and I am
sorry I have hitherto had so low an
opinion of the man, for I have' not
heard a neater sermon a great while,
and more' to my content. : My Uncle
Fenner told me the new service booke
(which is now lately come forth) was
laid upon ‘the desk at St. Sepulchre’s
for Mr. George to read; but he laid
it aside and would not meddle with
it ; and ;I perceive the Presbyters do
all prepare to give over all against
Bartholomew-tide. Mr. Herring, be-
ing lately turned out at St. Bride’s,
did rcad the Psalme to the people
while they sung at Dr. Bates’s, which
methought is a strange turn. After
dinner to St. Bride’s, and there heard
one Carpenter, an old map, wheo they
say hath been a Jesuite Priest, nd is
come over to us, but he preached very
well. Mr. Calamy hath taken his
farewell this day of his people, and
others will'do se the next Sunday.”

The description of ‘¢ the last Sun-
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day of; the; Preshytorians? is “interest-
ing;‘: o Dh\!med ﬁébuphs ~thex ﬂiﬂce’ m
it- which we :shonld' have- assigned to
him. S
<< Aug.. l7th. This beltig .the last
Sunday: that:the Presbyteriaus are to
preach, unless they -zread ‘the new
Commen Prayer and. renounce the
covenant ;- I had a mind to hear Dr.
DBates’s farewell sermon, and walked
to St. Dunstan’s, where, it not being
seven o’clock yet, the doors were not
open ; and so I walked an hour in the
Temple Garden. At eight o’clock I
went, and crowded in at a back door
among others, the church being half
full almost before any doors were
open publicly, and so got into the
gallery, beside the pulpit, and heard
verv well. His text was, ¢ Now the
God of Peace ;° the last Hebrews
and the 20th verse: he making a
very good sermon, and very little re-
flections im it to any thing of the
times. : To Madam Turner’s, and
dined with her. She had heard Par-
son Herring take his leave; though
he, by reading so much of the Com-
mon Prayer as he did, hath cast him-
self out of the good opinion of both
sides. After dinner to St. Dunstan’s
again ; and the Church quite crowded
before I come, which was just at one
o’clock.; but I got into the gallery
again, but stood in a crowd. He#*
pursued his text again very well, and
only at the conclusion told us after
this. manner : ‘I do believe that many
of you do expect that I should say
something to you in reference to the
time, this being the last time that
possibly I may appear here. -You
know it is not my manner to speak
any thing in the pulpit that is extra-
neous to my text and business, yet
this I shall say that it is not my opi-
uion, fashion, or humour, that keeps
we from complying with what is re-
quired of us, but something after much
prayer, discourse and study yet re-
Iains unsatisfied, and commands me
herein. Wherefore if it is my unhap-
pinesse not to receive such an illumi-
nacion as should direct me to do
otherwise, I know no reasor why men
should not pardon me in this world,
48 I am confident that God will par-
don me for it in the next.” And so
he concluded. Parson Herring read a

* Dr, Bates.

" expected.”

Psalm’ and chapters before .senmon;;
and one was the chapter in the Aots,
where the story of Ananias and: Sap-
phira is. And after he had done,
says he, ¢ This is just the case-of En-
gland at present.. (God he bids. us te
preach, and men bid us not to, preach;
and if we do, we are to he imprisoned
and further punished. All that I can
say to it is, that I beg your prayers,
and the prayers of all. good Christians,
for us.> This was all the exposition
he made of the chapter in these very
words, and no more. I was much
pleased with Bates’s manner of ‘bring-
ing in the Lord’s Prayer after his
owne; thus, “ In whose comprehen-
sive words we sum up all our imper-
fect desires; saying, ¢ Our Father,’
&e. I hear most of the Presbyters
took their leaves to day, and that the
city is much dissatished with it. I

pray God keep peace among men in

their rooms, or else all will fly a-
pieces ; for bad ones will not go down
with the city.”” 1. 159,

Sept. 3, Pepys was told that it was
fully resolved in Council that an in-
dulgence should be granted the Pres-
byters, but this resolve was turned by
a speech of the Bishop of London’s
(Sheldon’s). Monk opposed him, but
‘“ only in appearance.” 1. 162.

At the end of September, he. says
the Presbyterian Clergy were gone out
very peaceably, and ‘‘ the people not
so much concerned therein as was
Yet by the middle of
next month, I. 171, he acknowledges
‘“ every body’s spirit very full of
trouble.” |

Oct. 5th he went to Church, and
remarks, ¢ this day the parson has
got one to read with a surplice on; I
suppose himself will take it up here-
after, for a cunning fellow he is as
any of his coate.”” I. 168, .

He records, Oct. 29, the opinion of
Sir G. Carteret that the people that
were ‘“ clapped up’’> whose examina-
tion he had attended, had not been
such great plotters as charged,  so
poor and silly and low.” L. 174.

On the 31st ‘¢ all the prisons in
towne were full of ordinary people,
taken from their meeting-places last
Sunday.”

Nov. 30, (I. 183,) he allows <¢pub-
lic matters in an ill condition”—*‘ that
which troubles most is the Clergy,
whichk will never content the city,
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which is not to be reconciled to bi-
shops.” : K \

Dec. 25th, (I. 188,) he heard Bishop
Morley reprehend excess in games,
&c., and *‘ they all laughed in the
Chapel.”” The Bishop pressed hospi-
tality and one that stood by whispered
in P.’s ear that he do not spend one
oroat to the poor himself.

Pepys pretended to no Spartan vir-
tuc. He says, 1663, April 17, I. 212,
after relating that it being Good
Friday his dinner was only sugar
sopps and fish—the only time they
had a Lenten dinner all this Lent—
that Good Friday as it was he went to
Paul’s Churchyard to cause the title
of his English ‘¢ Mare Clausum’ to
be changed, and the new title dedi-
cated to the King, to be put to it be-
cause ashamed to have the other seen
‘dedicated to the Commonwealth.

1663, May 29, a holyday—he called
-at several churches and witnessed the
ill temper of the city at this time ei-
ther to religion in.general or to the
King ; that in some churches there
was hardly ten people and those poor
people.

The next entry shews us a high
churchman beginning anew his voca-
tion: ‘1663, Aug. 9. To church
and heard Mr. Milles (who is lately
returned out of the country, and it
seems was fetched in by many of the
parishioners with great state) preach
upon the authority of the ministers,
upon these words, ¢ We are there-
fore ambassadors of Christ.” Where-
1n, among other high expressions, he
said, that such a learned man used to
say, that if a minister of the word and
an angel should meet him together,
he would salute the minister first;
which methought was a little too high.
This day I begun to make use of the
silver pen (Mr. Coventry did give me)
in writing of this sermon, taking only
the heads of it in Latin, which I shall,
I think, continue to do.”” 1. 245,

——- Nov. 8, he gravely and with
no little vanity remarks, that at church
he found his coming in a periwige did
not prove so strange as he feared, for
he thought that all the church would
have presently cast their eyes all upon
him. 1. 259, (He had recorded on
the 30th ult. that two periwiggs cost
him, one #£3, the other 40s.)

——— Nov. 9. Pepys held conver-
sations with Pierce, a surgeon, about
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the .1ooseness of ithe Court, and the
shameless debaucheries of the King,
and with Mr. Blackburne, as follows -
‘“ Mr. Blackburne and I fell to talk
of many things, whcreih he was very
open to me : first, in that of religion,
he makes it greater matter of prudence
for the King and Council to suffer
liberty of. conscience; and imputes
the loss of Hungary to the Turke
from the Emperor’'s denying them thig
liberty of their religion. e says that
many pious ministers of the word of
God, some thousands of them, do now
beg their bread: and told me how
highly the present clergy carry them-
selves every where, so as that they
are -hated and laughed at by every
body ; amang other things, for their
excommuhications, which they send
upon the:least occasions almost that
can be. ‘And I am convinced in my
judgment, not only from his discourse,
but my thoughts in general, that the
present clergy will never heartily go
down with the generality of the com-
mons of England; tliey have been so
used to liberty and freedom, and they
are so acquainted with the pride and
debauchery of the present clergy. He
did give mme many stories of the af-
fronts which the clergy received in all
places of England from the gentry and
ordinary persons of the parish. He
do tell me what the city thinks of
General Monk, as of a most perfidious
man, that hath betrayed every body,
and the King also; who, as he thinks,
and his party, and so I have heard
other good friends of the King say, it
might have been better for the King
to have had his hands a little bound
for the present, than be forced to
bring such a crew of poor people
about him, and be liable to satisfy the
demands of every one of them. He
told me that to his knowledge, (being
present at every meeting at the Treaty
at the Isle of Wight,) that the old
King did confess himself over-raled
and convinced in his judgment against
the Bishopps, and would have suffered,
and did agree to exclude the service
out of the churches, nay, his own
chapell ; and that he did always say,
that this he did not by force, for that
he would never abate one inch by any
violence ; but what he did was out of
his rcason and judgment. He tells
me that the King by name, with all
his dignitics, is prayed for by them,
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that. they cugﬁ.f@%tmesmﬁ heartily

and,, pewstfully assin.any of t

S i Len
&

churchgsthat are thought betger ;. and
that,. let the King think what he will, .
it .is them that must help him in the
day_of warr.  For, so generally they
are the most substantiall sort of people,

EN

and the soberest ; and did desfre me-

to observe it to.my Lord Sandwich,
among, other things, that of all the
old army now you cannot see a man
begging about the streets ; -but what?
You shall have, this captain turned a
shoemaker ; the lieutenqn}, a baker;

this a brewer; that a haberdasher;

© - - R PoE s . ;
this common soldier, a porter; and

every.man in his ‘apron and frock, &c., -

as if they had never done any thing
else: whereas the other go with their
belts and swords, swearing and cursing
and stealing; running into people’s
houses, by force oftentimes, to 'carxjty‘
away something ; and this is the dif-
ference between the temper of one
and the other; and concludes, (and I
think with. some reason,) . that the
spirits of the old Parliament soldiers
are so.quiet and contented with God’s
providences, that the King is safer
from any evil ineant him ‘by them one
thousand times more than from his
own discontented Cavalier.  And then
to the public management- of busi-
ness : it is done, as he observes, so
loosely ' and so “carelessly, that the
kingdom can never be happy with it,
every man looking after himself, and
his own lust and luxury; and that
half of what money the Parliament
gives the King is not so much as ga-
thered. And to the purpose he told
me how the Bellamys (who had some
of the Northern counties assigned
them for their debt for the petty war-
rant ¥ictualling) have often complain-
¢d to him that they cannot get it col-
lected, for that nobody minds, or if
they do, they won’t pay it in. Where-
as (which is a very remarkable thing)
he hath been told by some of the trea-
surers at warr here of late, to whom
the most of the £120,000 monthly
was paid, that for most months the
Payments were gathered so duly, that
they seldom had so much or more
than 40s. or the like, sshort in the
whole collection ; whereas now the
Very commissioners for assessments
and other public payments are such
Persons, and  those  that .they choose
In the country 3o like themselves, that
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from top to bottom there ig not a man
carefull of any thing, or if he be, is
not solvent ; that what .between thé"

‘beggar and the knave, the 'King 'is

abused the best part of all his revénue.’
We then talked of the nayy, .and of
Sir W. Pen’s rise to be a general. He
told me he was. always a’' condeited -
man, and one that would put the best
side outward, bt that it was his pre-'
tence. of sanctity that broughthim into
play. Lawson and Portman,.and the-
fifth-monarchy men, among whom he
was a great brother, importuned that
he might be general ; and it was plea-
sant to see how Blackburne himself
did act it, how when the commission-
ers of the admiralty would .enquire of
the captains and admirals of such and
suich men, how they would with a
sich and casting up the eyes, say,
‘ Such a man fears the Lord,” or
‘I hope such a man hath the Spirit
of God.”> But he tells me that there
was a cruel articling against Pen ufter
one fight, for cowardice, in putting
himself within a coyle of cables, of
which he had much ado to acquit him- -

~ self ; and by great friends did it, not

without remains of guilt, but that his
brethren had a mind to pass it by,
and Sir H. Vane did advise him to
search his heart, and see whether this
fault or a greater sin was not the oc-
casion of this so great tryall. And he
tells me, that what Pen gives out
about Cromwell’s sending and entreat-
ing him to go to Jamaica, .is very
false; he knows the contrary : besides
the Protector never was a man that
needed to send for any man, specially
such a man as he, twice. He tells
me that the business of Jamaica did
miscarry absolutely by his pride, and
that when ‘he was .in the Tower he
would cry like a child. = And that just
upon tlie turne, when Monk was come
from the North to the city, and did
hegin to think of bringing in the King,
Pen was then turned Quaker. That
Lawson was never counted any thing
but only a seaman, and a stont man,
but a false man, and that now he ap-
pears the greatest hypocrite in' the
world ; and Pen the same. He tells -
me that it is much talked of that the
King intends to legitimate the Duke of
Monmouth ; and that neither he, nor
his friends of his persuasion, have any
hopes of getting their consciences ag
liberty bat by God Admighty’s tarning
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of the King’s heart, which they ex-
pect, and are resolved to live and die
in quiet hopes of it ; but never to re-
pine, or act any thing more than by
prayers towards it. And that not only
himself but all of them have, and are
willing at any time to take the oaths
of allegiance and supremacy. Mr.
Blackburne observed further to me,
some certain notice that he had of the
present plot so much talked of ; that
he was told by Mr. Rushworth,* how
one Captain Oates,t a great discover-
er, did employ several to bring and
seduce others into a plot, and that
one of his agents met with one that
would not histen to him, nor conceal
what he had offered him, bat so de-
tected the trapan. KHe also did much
fnsist upon the cowardice and corrup-
tion of the King’s guards and mili-
tia.” 1. 260~—263.

1663, 4, January 4. Pepys went to
see the King play at Tennis, and ob-
'serves, ‘“ but to see how the King’s
play was extolled without any cause
at all, was a loathsome sight—such
open flattery is beast'lf.” - 1.272.

Pepys gives the following account
of a popular Court preacher, I. 288 :
5¢ 1664, March 256th. To White-Hall,
and there to chapel; where it was
most infinite full to hear Dr. Crit-
ton.; The Doctor preached upon the
thirty-first of Jeremy, and the twenty-
first and twenty-second verses, about
a ‘'woman compassing a man ; mean-
ing the Virgin conceiving and bearing
our Saviour. It was the worst sermon
I ever heard him make, I must con-
fess ; and yet it was good, and in two
places very bitter, advising the King
to do as the Emperor Severus did, to
hang up a Presbyter John (a short
coat and a longe gowne interchange-
ably) in all the courts of England.
But the story of Severus was pretty,
that he hanged up forty Senators be-
fore the Senate House, and then made
a speech presently to the Senate in
praise of his own lenity ; and then de-
creed that never any Senator after that
time should suffer in the same manner
without consent of the Senate : which
he compared to the proceeding of the

* << John Rushworth, Clerk Assistant
to the House of Commons, and author of
the Historical Collections. Ob. 1690.”

+ “4¢ Titus Oates.”” |

T ¢ Creighton.”’
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Long Parliament against my Lorg
Strafford. He said the greatest pury
of the lay magistrates in England were
Puritans, and would not do justice,
and the Bishops’ powers were so takep
away -and lessen®d, that they could
not exercise the power they ought.
He told the King and the ladies, plain.
ly speaking of death and of the skulls
and bones of dead men and women,
how there is no’ difference ; that no.
body could tell that of the great Ma.
rius or Alexander from ‘a pyoneer;
nor, for all the pains the ladies take
with their faces, he that should look
in a charnel-house could not distin-
guish which was Cleopatra’s, or fair
Rosamond's, or Jane Shore’s.”?

May 31st, (1.-.296,) Pepys was told
that upon Sunday night last being the
King’s birth-day, the King was at my
Lady Castlemaine’s lodgings, dancing
with fiddlers all night almost, and all
the world coming by, taking notice of
it.

“ June 6, a great dinner and good
company at the Trini(tiy House, where
Mr. Prin, who would not drink any
health, - no, not the King’s, but sat
down with his hat on all the while ;
but nobody took notice of it to him at
alL” . ‘

-Aug. 4, (I. 308, 9,) seeing several
poor creatures carried by, by consta-
bles, for being at a conventicle, he
remarks, ¢ They go like lambs with-
out any resistance. I would to God
they would either conform or be more
wise and not be catched P’

Pepys again fell in with Jere. White,
from whom he learned some particu-
lars of Richard Cromwell and also of
Oliver : “* 1664, October 13th. In
my way to Brampton, in this day’s
journey, I met with Mr. White, Crom-
well’s -chaplin that was, and had a

great deal of discourse with him.

Among others, he tells me that Rich-
ard is, and hath long been in France,
and is now going into Italy. He owns
publicly that he do correspond, and
return him all his money. That
Richard hath been in some straits in

the beginning ; but relieved by his

friends. That he goes by another
name, but do not disguise himsell,
nor deny himself to any man that
challenges him. He tells me, for cer-

‘tain, that offers had been made to the

old man, of marriage between .the
King and his daughter, to have obliged
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pim, but he would net, He. thinks
(with me) that it never. was in his
power to bring in the King with. the
consent of any of his officers about
him; and that he scormed to. bring
him in as Monk did, to secure himself
and deliver every body else. When I
told of what ¥ found writ in ‘a French
book of one Monsieus Sorbiere, that

ives: an account of his observations
ﬁere in England ; among other things
he says, that it is reported that Crom-
well did, in his. life-time, transpose
many of the bodies of the Kings of En.
gland from one grave to anather, and
that -by that means it is not known
certainly whether - the head that is
now set up upon a post be that of
Cromwell, or of one of the Kings;
Mr. White tells me that he believes
he never had so poor a low thought. in
him to trouble himself about it. He
says the hand of God is much to be
seen ; that all his children are in good
condition enough as to estate, and
that their relations that betrayed their
family are all now either hanged or
very- miserable.” - 1. 314, 315.

1665, April 12th. “ My Lord Trea-
surer” asked Mr. Pepys a question,
which it does- not appear that he an-
swered, ‘“ Why will not the people
lend their money? Why will they
not trust the King as well as Oliver 2”
I, 336. -

' Under the date of April 23, 1665,
(L. 338,) we have mention of a young
divine who long sustained a very im-
portant station in the religious world,
but who did not grow more tolerant
and liberal as he grew older: * To
White-Hall Chapel, and heard the
famous young Stillingfleete, whom I
knew at Cambridge, and he is now
newly admitted one of the King’s
Chaplains. And was presented, they
say, o mﬂLord Treasurer for St. An-
drew’s, Holborn, where he is now
Innister, with these words : "‘that they
(the Bishops of Canterbury, London
and another) believed he is the ablest
young man to preach the gospel of
any since the apostles. He did make
2 most plain, honest, good, grave
S¢ermon, in the most unconcerned and
¢asy yet substantial manner, that ever
heard in my life, upon the words of
Samuel to the people, < Fear the Lord
I truth with all your heart, and re-
Wember the great things that he hath
done for you.' It being proper to this

Y
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day, the day of the King’s corona-
ﬁof;.’i’ 27. P he King and

u . Pepys met the King an
Dukeyof York aI:)E}reen}vich, and heard
him and the Duke talk, and saw and
observed their manner of discourse,
‘“ and,” he says, as if on the point of
a great sin, ‘“ God forgive me! though
I admire them with all the duty pos-
sible, yet the more a man considers
and ohserves them, the less he finds
of difference. between them and other
men, though (blessed be God) they
are both princes of great nobleness
and spirits. The Duke of Monmouth
is the most skittish, leaping gallant
that ever I saw, always in actionm,
vaulting or leaping or clambering.”
I. 355, -

The state of morals amongst men
of rank and good repute in Pepys’s
time. must have been very low when
we find such men gs himself and Eve-
lyn meeting on familiar terms and
enjoying the society of the mistress
of a nobleman. 1. 367, 377, and

- 396.

Pepys relates many interesting par-
ticulars of the great fire of Liondon
and of the. plague, 1665 and 1666—
calamities which would have awaken-
ed the hearts of Charles and his cour-
tiers to serious consideration if they
had not been callous almost beyond
example—but these we pass over as
less suited to our object in these selec-
tions, with the exception of one quo-
tation, the latter part of which relates
a heart-affecting instance of parental
love, though we are sorry to say the
former part exhibits no small degree
of selfish coxcombry on the part of
the Journalist : he was - now at Wool-
wich : »

“ 1665, Sept. 3rd. Lord’s Day.
Up; and put on my coloured silk
suit very fine, and my new periwigg,
bought a good while since, but durst
not wear, because the plague was in
Westminster when I bought it; and
it is a wonder what will be the fashion
after the plague is done, as to peri-
wiggs, for nobody will dare to buy
any haire, for fear of the imnfection,
that it had been cut off the heads
of people dead of the plague. My
Lord Brouncker, Sir J. Minnes, and
I up to the Vestry at the desire of the
Justices of the Peace, ia order to the
doing sowmething for the keeping of
the plague from growing; but Lord!
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to consider the madness of people of
the town, who will (because they are
forbid) come in crowds along with
the dead corpses to see them buried ;
but we agreed on some orders for the
prevention thereof. Among other sto-
ries, one was very passionate, me-
thought, of a complaintbrought against
a man in the town for taking a child
from London from an infected house.
Alderman Hooker told us it was the
child of a very able citizen in Gracious
Street, a saddler, who had buried all
the rest of his children of the plague,
and himself and wife, now being shut
up and in despair of escaping, did
desire only to save the life of this
little child, and so prevailed to have
it received stark-naked into the arms
of a friend, who brought it (having
put it into new fresh -clothes) to
- Greenwich ; where upon hearing the
story, we did agree it should be per-
~mitted to be received and kept in the
town.” 1. 363.

The following account of the en-

thusiasm of the Jews is curious, that
quality being in late times rare in that
nation : this people, it seems, always
turn every thing, even their religious
hopes, to a pecuniary account :
- '1665,6, Feb. 19th. ‘¢ I am told for
certain, what I have heard once or
twice already, of a Jew in town, that
in the name of the rest do offer to give
any man 10/. to be paid 100/. if a
certain person now at Smyrna be
within these two years owned by all
the Princes in the east and particu-
larly the grand Segnor as the King of
the world, in the same manner we do
the King of England here, and that
this man is the true Messiah. One
named a friend of his that had received
ten pieces in gold upon this score,
and says that the Jew hath disposed
of 1100/, in this same manner, which
1s very strange, and certainly this year
of 1666 will be a year of great action ;
but what the consequences of it will
be, God knows !” 1. 392.

1666, Sept. 26. Having described
some loose and shameless behaviour
of the Duke of York’s, Pepys adds,
(1. 462,) ““ Here J met with good Mr.
fevelyn who cries out against it ——.
fIe observes that none of the nobility
come out of the country at all, to help
the King, or comfort him, or prevent
commotions at this fire ; but do as if
the King were nobody ; nor ne’cr a
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priest comes to give the King and
Court good council -or to comfort the
poor people that suffer; but -all g
dead, nothing of good in any of their
minds : he bemoans it, and says he
fears more ruin hangs over our
heads.” | |

1666, 7, Feb. 8th. Sir. W. Batten
dined with Pepys. ““ At dinner we
talked much of Cromwell; all saying
he was a brave fellow, and did owe
his crowne he got to himself as much
as any man that-ever got ore.” - 1I.
12, | |
~ Feb. 10. By a remark in his Journal
of this day (still ‘¢ Lord’s-day”) it
would appear that he was a little
tainted with hkeresy : ¢ To church,
where Mr. Mills made an unnecessary
sermon upon Original -Sin, neither
understood by himself nor the people.”
"The same day he makes a remark
upon a conversation with an old friend,
which. shews more honesty than be-
nevolence: ¢ We had much talk of
all our old acquaintance of the Col-
lege, concerning their various for-
tunes ; wherein, to my joy, I met not
with any that have sped better than
myself.” 1I. 13.

As profligate a thing as is recorded
of Charles is told, IIL.-21, that in his
new medal he caused the face of one
of his mistresses (Mrs. Stewart) to be
done ““in little ;> ““and a pretty thing
it is,”’ says Pepys simply or ironically,
“¢ that he should choose her face to
represent Britannia by.”’ -

Pepys gives, 1I. 22, no favourable
character of Sir G. Downing: he de-
scribes his ¢¢ ridiculous thrift,” and
calls him a “¢ niggardly fellow, jeered
all over the country.”

The Sunday entries in the journal
are to us most interesting. They give
us at least his own or the general
opinion of the divines of the day and
their services. Thus, (I1. 6, 1666,7,)
Jan 20th, he writes, “ I to church,
and there beyond expectation find our
seat and all the church cramined by
twice as many people as used to be;
and to my great joy find Mr. Framp-
ton in the pulpit, and I think the best
sertnon  for goodness and oratory,
without affectation or study, I ever
heard in my life. The truth is, he
preaches the most like an apostle that
ever I heard man, and it was much
the best time that ever I spent 1n my
life at church.”
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. And again, (I1. 28,) Mar. 17th, ¢ I
to walk in the park, where to the
Queen’s Chapel,. and there heard a
fryer preach with his cord about his
middle in Portugueze, something I
could understand, shewing that God
did respect the meek and humble as
well as the high and rich. He was
full of action but very decent and
good, I thought, and his manner of
delivery very good. Then I went
back to White-Hall, nnd there up to
the closet, and spoke with several
people till sermon was ended, which
was preached by the Bishop of Here-
ford, * an old good man that they say
made an excellent sermon. He was
by birth a Catholique, and a great
callant, having 1500/. per annum pa-
trimony, .and is a Knight Barronet:
was turped from his persuasion by
the late Archbishop Laud. He and
the Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Ward, are
the two Bishops that the King do say
he cannot have bad sermons from.”
There are those that yet censure
the patriots that stood up against
Charles IInd’s Government : let them
read the following description of it by
a Courtier, and then say whether vir-
tue lay in submission or in resistance :
“ 1667, April 26. To White-Hall,
and there saw the Duke of Albemarle,
who is not well and do grow crazy.
Then I took a turn with Mr. Evelyn,
with whom T walked two hours, till
almost one of the clock, talking of
the badness of the (Government where
nothing but wickedness, and wicked
men and women command the King :
that it is not in his nature to gainsay
any thing that relates to his pleasures,
that much of it arises from the sickli-
ness of our Ministers of State, who
cannot be about him as the idle comn-
panions are, and therefore he gives
‘way to the young rogues; and then
from the negligence of the clergy,
that a Bishop shall never be seen
about him, as the King of France hath
always: that the King would fain
have some of the same gang to be
Liord Treasurer, which would be yet
worse, for now some delays are put to
the getting gifts of the King, as Lady
Byron who had been, as he called it,
the King’sseventeenth mistress abroad,

* “ Dr. Herbert Croft was made Bi-
shop of Hereford 1661, but he could not
then be very old, as he lived till 1691,
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did not leave him till she had got him
to give her an order for 4000/. werth
of plate to be made for her: but by
delays, thanks be to God! she died
before she had it. He confirmed to
me the business of the want of paper
at the council-table the other day,
which 1 have observed ; Wooly being
to have found it, and did, being called,
tell the King to his face the reason of
it. And Mr. Evelyn tells me of se-
veral of the menial servants of the
Court lacking bread, that have not
received a farthing wages since the
King’s coming in. He tells me the
King of France hath his mistresses,
but laughs at the foolery of our King,
that makes his bastards princes, and
loses his revenue upon them, and
makes his mistresses his masters.
And the King of France did never
grant Lavaliere any thing to bestow
on others, and a little subsistence,
but no more to his bastards.” II. 45,
46. |
1667, June 25. Pepys heard of Sir
H. Cholinly, that the King had de-
clared in Council his determination to
call a Parliament, ‘¢ against the Duke
of York’s mind flatly,. who did rather
advise the King to raise money as he
pleased ; and against the Chancellor’s
(Clarendon), who told the King, that
Queene Elizabeth did do all her busi-
ness in Kighty-eight without calling
a Purliament, and so might he do for
any thing he saw.”

'The 28th of this month he detected
his wife ¢ making of tea; a drink
which Mr. Pelling, the Potticary, tells
her is good for her cold and deflux-
ions.” II. 8.

July 12, 1667, (I11. 91,) recording the
lavish expenditure of the public o-
ney by a debauched Court, P. says,
“¢ It is strange how every body do
now-a-days reflect upon Oliver, and
commend him, what brave things he
did and made all the neighbour princes
fear him ; while here a prince, come
in with all the love and prayers and
good liking of his people, who have
given greater signs of loyalty and
willingness to serve him with their
estates than was ever done Dy any
people, hath lost all so soon, that it
is a miracle what way a man could
devise to lose so much in so little
time.”

The waste of the King’s revenue
upon bis vices left his household in a



678

miserable situation. One of Pepys’
friends tells him, (July 29, 1667, II.
107,y ““ that the King hath not great-
er enemies in the world than those of
his own family; for there is not an
officer in the house almost but curses
him for letting them starve, and there
is not a farthing of money to be raised
for the buying them bread.” o

The King was as poor-spirited as
he was profligate.  One of his mis-
tresses made him ask her forgiveness
upon his knees and promise not to
offend any more, and nearly ¢ hec-
tored him out of his wits.”” (II. 108.)
We are not surprised at finding Mr.
Evelyn tell Pepys, Aug. 8, 1667, (1l.
109,) ¢ that wise men do prepare to
remove abroad what they have, for
that we must be ruined, our case
being past relief, the kingdom so
much in debt, and the King minding
nothing but his lust.”” |

(To be concluded in the next Number.)

—*—
SR,

OV INCE the time when Dr. Chalmers

published his Astronomical Dis-
courses, I have been expecting that
some suitable answer to the argument
of that work would appear in the
Monthly Repository ; for as a defence
is therein attempted, not of our com-
mon Christianity, but merely of those
peculiar dogmas which a prevailing
majority of Christians have confound-
ed with it, it became Unitarians to
guard against the injury which the
cause of truth was likely to sustain
from this association with error, as
well as to seize the opportunity for a
seasonable vindication of their own
sentiments. What others, abler and
better, have left undone, their con-
tinued silence induces me to attempt ;
a feeble opponent, indeed, to such a
Goliath in divinity as the author be-
fore us, but armed, I trust, with
weapons simple and mighty through
God, like David’s stone and sling, the
force of truth and right reason. Aec-
knowledging then, in one word, the
great esteem which is due from all
parties to Dr. Chalmers, as an able,
amiable and excellent man, and very
eloquent writer, I shall proceed at
once to point out what appears to me
to be the fallacy of the argument
which forms the burden of his Astro-
nomical Discourses.

On Dr. Chabmers® Astronomical Discourses.

He observes, in effect, that from'the
boundless extent of the material world
with which modern astronomy has
made us acquainted, a plausible objec-

_tion has been drawn to the supposed

Christian doctrine of the incarnation
and death of the second person of the
Godhead. In a manner very beautiful
and eloquent he reviews the sublime
discoveries of the telescope, the infini-
tude of suns and systems which ap.
pear to fill the interminable realms of
space ; freely admitting the inference
that the globe which we inhabit is but
a speck, an atom, amidst their count.
less hosts. And as the world in which
we live is but one amongst endless
myriads, so he allows it reasonable to
believe that that race of reasonable
creatures, the human speeies, by which
it is occupied, is alse but one variety
amidst innumerable others of meoral
and intelligent offspring who have de-
rived the blessings and responsibilities
of existence from the Father of all,
All this having been largely stated, he
proceeds to notice the gbjection thence
derived, viz. that if mankind form se
infinitely small a part of the rational
creation those mighty measures for
human redemption which are com-
monly believed in by Christians, are
incompatible with the extent of the
Divine engagements, and dispropor-
tionate to the relative insignificance of
our world and its inhabitants. This
is a very natural, and, after all that
Dr. Chalmers has written, it appears
to me a very just objection to what
are called orthodox doctrines. 'That
a being not only possessing in himself
the nature and perfections of Deity,
but standing to the whole universe in
the relation of its maker, preserver,
and constant providential governor,
should for a certain season abandon
this exalted situation in erder to re-
tire on a visit of mercy to a minute
spot like this world, is to me a thought
that will not bear reflection, and ap-
pears more and mere improbable the
more it is considered. I shall, how-
ever, endeavour to do justice to Dr.
C. by giving both the objection and
his answer as nearly as possible in his
own words : ‘“ God would not have
manifested himself in the flesh for the
salvation of so paltry a world. Nel-
ther would the eternal Son of God,
he who is revéaled to us as having
made all worlds, and as holding an
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gmpire amid the splendours of which,
the globe that we inherit. is shaded in
insignificance ; neither would he strip
himself of the glory which he had
with the Father before the world was,
and light on this lower scene for the
purpose imputed to him in the New
Testament.””  *““ The objection which
we are discussing T shall state again
in a single sentence. Since astronomy
has unfolded to us such a number of
worlds, it is not likely that God would
pay so much attention to this one
world, and set up such wonderful
provisions for its benefit as are an-
nounced to us in the Christian revela-
tion. This objection will have re-
ceived its answer, if we can meet it
by the following position—that God,
in addition to the bare faculty of
dwelling on a multiplicity of objects
at one and the same time, has this
faculty in such wonderful perfection,
that he can attend as fully and pro-
vide as richly, and manifest all his
attributes as illustriously, on every
one of these objects as if the rest had
no existence, and no place whatever
m his government or thoughts.” 1
shall quote directly another passage,
to shew the manner in which Dr. C.
substantiates and illustrates this posi-
tion, which contains in itself a ver
just and sublime sentiment. But {
must here take the liberty to say, that
this position, although conceded to
him, is such as he can make no legiti-
mate use of in respect to the scope of
his main argument. He here affirms,
and in the subsequent pages he proves
at large, that the Divine providence
and attention so regards the whole as
not to be withdrawn for a moment
from the minutest part, which is very
right. But what will this avail in re-
Ply to the objector, who does not
quarrel with the minuteness or perfec-
tion of the attention which God is
Supposed to bestow on the part, but
With the idea that he can so attend to
the part as to withdraw his attention
for a season from the whole? This
13 evidently quite another thing, and
We may safely grant this champion of
orthodoxy the position which he thinks
30 commanding, without fearing at all
;lny. advantages which it can give him.
b 1s totally irrelevant to the main
Pomnt at issue, and it is te me sur-
f?‘lsnlg that so ingenious a man should
andle his argument in a manner so
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inconclusive. 'The objector denies
that God would for thirty years aban-
don his charge of the whole ; the ad-
vocate iusists on the minute and per-
fect attention which the Divine Provi-
dence, without neglecting the whole,
can bestow on the part; the reply
therefore does not at all meet the
objection, but leaves it entirely unre-
lieved. Dr. Chalmers, in order to
meet this objection fairly, was obliged
to do one of these two things : either
to advance such a statement of the
Christian doctrine as would not in-
volve the notion of God’s resigning
for a season his charge of the whole,
or otherwise to defend the reasonable-
ness of supposing that he might on
some occasions do so. But neither
of these has he done, or attempted
to do; and his argument therefore,
though adorned with the fascinations
of a rich and lofty eloquence, and
animated, I fully believe, with the
sacred flame of piety, is yet altogether
fallacious and futile, as every argu-
ment must be which misses the main
point in dispute, and wastes its
strength in establishing what is net
denied.

But I believe the weakness is rather
in the cause than in its advocuate,
Could Dr. C. if he were to take the
argument up again, answer this objec-
tion? I think not ; but let us con-
sider it. The objection is this. 'The
doctrine that the Divine Being, the
Author and Preserver of the universe,
divested himself for a season of that
high function and condition, and
shrunk, as it were, into the state of a
man, is unreasonable, nay incredible,
because the connexion of the Creator
with his works must needs be sup-
posed to be immutable, as well as his
own nature and condition, and their
absolute dependence on him is such
that we cannot conceive they could
even exist, much less preserve their
order, without his superintendence,
for a single moment. To deny this
would indeed, as Chalmers says, be to
expunge a perfeetion of the Deity,
and to obscure his glory. He him-
self expresses this absolute and con-
stant dependence of all things upon
God in a very beautiful manner.
““ At the very time while the mind of
the Deity is abroad over the whole
vastness of creation, therc 13 not one
particle of matter, there is not onc
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inadividual principle of rational or of-
animal existence, there is not omne.
single world in that expanse which

teems with them, that his eye does
not discern as constantly, and his hand

does not guide as unerringly, and his

spirit does not watch and care for as
vigilantly, as if it formed the one and
exclusive. object of his attention.”
And is this very argument of the
constant universal providence of God
to be brought forward to prove that
he could abandon the charge of all
his works, to devote himself for a
season to the concerns of this single
world 2 Again I repeat that we can-
not think too highly of the perfection
of the Divine attention and conecern
towards every the smallest creature;
but we must remember that he so
attends to each as not to neglect any
other, much less to forego his charge
of the whole, even for the twinkling
of an eye. ;

But, perhaps, Dr. C. would concede
this point, although, as far as the per-
son of the Son is concerned, the ex-
pressions which occur in his work
make this .doubtful. But supposing
it conceded, that the attention of the
Deity to his works cannot be supposed
to have been interimitted for a single
instant, with what view of Christian
doctrine can this concession be recon-
ciled? That which calls itself ortho-
doxy must take refuge in one of these
two alternatives, which I think will be
found no better than the two horns
of a dilemma-—1it must either be sup-
posed that God the Son, in becoming
incarnate, remained still unchanged in
his divine condition and functions ;
or, as is the more popular opinion,
that he for a season laid his divine
condition and glory and operations
aside, at least in very great measure,
and was reduced to the obscure and
feeble state of humanity. One of these
alternatives must, as far as 1 sce, of
necessity be embraced. If we assume
the first, we must adwit that Jesus,
in his incarnation, laid nothing aside,
nor abandoned any glory: he merely
superadded the circumstances of his
humanity to his previous divine con-
dition. This supposition, indeed, gets
rid of the objection of his neglecting
the universe in order to atiend to this
world; but it exposes us to others
not less formidable. These arise from
the cbsolute incompatibility of the con-

On Dr. Chalmers> Astronomical Discourses: .

ditions, of humanity and deity. at-ope
time in the same individual person or
being. Nothing can appear to us a}..
surd or imnpossible, if it does not ap.
pear 30 .to suppose that Jesus was,
at one and the same moment, filled
with all the unutterable bliss of deity,
and . distressed with pain, and sunk in
anguish and dismay ; or that he who
was at the moment regulating the
universe, could in any sense have been
truly tempted by the offer of an earthly
kingdom ; or that he who possessed
at that very instant the omniscience of
deity, could with any honesty have
declared himself ignorant of the day
when his own predictions would be
fulfilled. If our faith is to embrace
such incongruities as these, then all
objection to religious doctrines or
practices, whether Christian or Hea-
then, on the ground of their intrinsic
absurdity, must be at an end. It isin
vain to urge, as is often done, that
Christ united these contradictory qua-
lities by virtue of his two natures;
that argument only recoils upon itself,
and manifests the impossibility of two
incongruous natures existing at one
time in the same person. If these ab-
surd consequences result from  this
supposed union of natures, the only
inference is, that such supposed union
is itself absurd. , B

~ Turning from this hypothesis, which
indeed makes the whole life of Christ
look more like a piece of theatric hy-
pocrisy than a faithful reality, an
empty show of infirmity and suffering
affected by one who was throughout
the whole potent and blissful—turn,
I say, from this—Ilet us consider the
more popular doctrine. According to
this, God the Son really emptied him-
self of his pre-existent glory, and re-
duced himself to the condition of a
man of sorrows. Having really as-
sumed the nature and state of man, he
was for a season really feeble, igno-
rant and afflicted. He had - resigned
his part in the Divine government not
to reswme it till his work on earth
was accomplished. But this hypothe-
sis, sufficiently appaling from its ab-
solute inconsistency with the immata-
ble perfection of the Divine nature,
is also open to the force of that ob-
jection already noticed, and which 1t
is the scope of Dr. Chalmers’s work
to combat. It represents one to whom
belonged, by virtuc of his essential

¥
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PDeity, in conjunction with the two
other members of the Divine Triad,
the infinite characters of the 'Creator
and Preserver of all things, as ceasing
for a season, no matter how long or
how short, but in this instance not
Jess than thirty years, (though the
argument would be the same if it
were bnt for an hour,)—as ceasing for
this pericd frrom the exercise of these
great and divine functions and ener-
gies. The world, then, for thirty years
was able to go on as well as usual
without the presence and agency of
this its Creator and Upholder; for
that period he was no Jlonger present
with the adoring spirits who derived
from him their existence and their
bliss : he  heard neither their prayers
nor their praises : so far from attend-
ing perfectly to every thing, there was
but one out of the whole to which he
was attending. Such is this popular
doctrine, which I forbear to expose
further, lest I should seem to border
on impiety : but I think the dispas-
sionate reader will agree with me that
Dr. Chalmers has left unanswered that
objection to orthodoxy which he fan-
cies he has annihilated. |

The work before us is a very hand-
soine-piece of declamation, nay more,
it is in many respects a very eloquent
and interesting display of the perfec-
tion of th.emﬁivine Providence; but
with reference to the strength of -ar-
gument and soundness of sense which
are to be found in it, I am constrained
to say, Satis eloquentiz, sapientiee

parum !
T. F. B.
— |
On Second Part of Dr. Carpenter’s
Reply to Archhishop Magee.

Manchester.

SIR, November 1, 1826.
IN the 9th page of the Preface of
Dr. Carpenter’s Reply to Bishop
Magee is exhibited an outline of the
blan of the proposed secoNDp PART of
that interesting publication, which is
as follows :—¢ Inquiry into the Scrip-
ture Doctrine of Redemption. —1.
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of publishing.
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Mode in which the Controversy ought
to be conducted.—II. Great Impor-
tance of Revelation, as sanctioning the
Hope of Divine Forgivéness and Ac-
ceptance.—IIl. Tlie Jewish Dispensa-
tion and Sacrifices, and the Connexion
between the Jewish and Christian Dis.
pensations.—IV. General Principles
taught by or immediately deducible
from Revelation.—V. Various erro-
neous or defective Hypotheses respect-
ing the Ends of the Death of Christ.
—VI. Consideration of the Scriptural
Expressions respecting the Death - of
Christ, and his Agency in effecting
the Salvation of Mankind.—VII. Ge-

neral Conclusions from the Testimony
of Scripture. —VIII. Advantages of

this View of the Ends of our Saviour’s
Death.” | "
From the very interesting nature of
the articles which this outline em-
braces; it is much to be regretted that

the able writer has not et with that

encouragement which his valuable la-
bours in the cause of Christian truth
so well deserve. ¢ For the remaining”
(i.e. 2d) ‘“part,” observes the Doctor,
““I have made considerable preparation ;

and two or three months of tolerable

leisure would enable me to complete
it for publication.”—Itis now nearly
six years since the volume appeared
from which the preceding extracé has

been made, and it may be reasonably
presumed that the proposed second

part is by this time sufficiently ma-
tured for publication. If I am correct
in this presumption, I would take the
liberty of urging the completion of
this great work; and, to induce the
author to proceed, I would propose
that 100 gentlemen should subsecribe
20s. each, to guarantee the expensec

. W,

P. S. Can vou inform the Subscri-
‘bers to Mr. Rutt’s edition of Priest-
ley’s Works, when the completion of
that publication may be expected?
It is now more than twelve months
since the last volume appeared.
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REVIEW. |
€ Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame.”—PorE.

e

Ant. L—=The Christian Rule of Equi-
ty enfurced and applied. A Ser-
mon preached in the Cathedral
Church of” St. Peter, York, before
the Hoa. Sir John Bayley, Knight,
and the Hon. Sir George Sowley
Holroyd, Knight, Two of his Ma-
Jesty's Justices of the Court of
King's Bench, March 26, 1825.
By the Rev. James Tate, M. A,
late Fellow of Sidney College,
Cambridge, and Rector of Marske,
Yorkshire. Published at the re-
quest of the High Sheriff, (John
Hutton, Esq.,) and the Gentlemen
of the Grand Jury. York, printed
by Wilsons. Sold by Longman and
Co., London. 8vo. pp. 16.

1825.
HIS preacher discourses on the
_ golden rule of eqmuity, as laid
down by Jesus Christ in.Matt. vii. 12;
in respect of which he well observes,
that ‘“ in the utmost extent to which
Pagan moralists had been able to pe-
netrate, the negative precept - only was
discovered, € Do not to others what
you would resent if done to yeurself.””’
In a spurious addition to Acts xv.
29, * we meet with the:same negative
precept ; a reading for the introduc-
tion of which it cannot be difticult te
account, ¢+
JUSTICE is a most appropriate sub-
ject for an assize sermon : nor can the
application -of our Saviour’s maxim
be less seasonable and momentous
than the enforcement of the duty.
Mr. Tate attends to both these ohjects,
and does not forget that he is address-
ing an audience brought together by
a very solemn public occasion. He
begins with drawing an impressive
picture of our courts of judicature :
then he adverts, in general yet glowing
terms, to the prosperity of the nation ;
and he next insists on the vast impor-

* Griesbach and Matthai in loc. See,
too, the 20th verse, in the critical editions
of the N. T.

T We strongly conjecture that the ad-
dition was a marginal note, suggested by
the Apostle Paul’s reasoning in Rom. xiv.,
xv., and in 1 Cor. viii. &c.; and perhaps
by the Noachic precepts.

tance of our deportment and character,
as a community, being governed by
Christian principles. Thus his com-
ment on the golden rule of equity is
naturally and easily introduced.

We pass over his intermediate and
general reasoning, and hasten to no-
tice his illustrations of it in two most
affecting cases—colonial slavery and
incomplete -toleration. Here he per-
ceives (and what mman of thought and
sensibility does not perceive ?) national
disobedience to the great rule of jus-
tice. Concerning the present state of
‘West-Indian slavery he says, that it
exhibits ‘¢ an immense mass of evil
and of cruelty and vice, amid rights
scanty enough and worse protected,
morals shockingly depraved, and reli-
gious knowledge, faintly dealt or abso-
lutely withheld,—a horrible blot alto-
gether on the Christian name, still
calling aloud for active interference
from this country, first for mitigation
of the wrong, and then by wise and
cautious but resolute measures, ulti-
‘mately, for its extinction also.” We
proceed to his remarks on the other
example of a violation of public equi-
ty:

¢ 'The remaining subject, that of our
yet incomplete toleration, I approach with
delicacy, as becomes me, but not without
animation too from the kind aspeet which
in certain high places seems now to be
worn. Different classes of rights appear
to be brought into discussion with far
less prejudice, with much more good na-
ture than before ; and different classes of
men begin to view each other in a more
favourable light, cven amidst conflicting
Anterests, so supposed, and claims once
deemed irreconcilably hestile.

«« Mueh however here also still is left
to be done.. But the disposition for peaee
and good-will is happily at work. . May
God prosper its beuignant operation !
Nor let it be forgotten, that the humblest
voice which rises in concord, must swell
the geuneral harmony, and that every
heart which from this hour cherishes one
kindlv feeling more than it did, may help
to consolidate the union of an empire.

¢ In the mecan while, let us pursue the
line of our argument, and consider those
inferences from it which reinain te be
drawn,
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- % No man who loves and adores the

gospel of Jesus Christ, but must deplore

iu the depth of his soul the greatest and
worst of scandals which could possibly
befal it, the intolerance, the unnatural
~ intolerance, by professed Christians shewn
to one another. Even towards those,
in-affection our enemies, who hate and
ill treat us, we are solemuly commanded
to extend our forgiveness : towards those
who in opinion only differ from us, what
pretence can we have to be angry and
unkind ? |
- ¢ As.individuals, at least, in our per-
sonal relation, .the case is perfectly clear.
That privilege which every man assumes
to worship God according to the sincere
conviction of his own mind, he can as-
sume on no possible ground on which his
neighbour may be denied it. Christian
equity alows to every man the same right
which it cldims for itself,
charity prays for the salvation eof those,
supposing them to be in error, whom it
cannot convert., And Christian forbear-
ance when it sees brother even frowning on
brother, by the mouth of St. Paul cries
out, ¢ Who art thou that judgest another
man’s servant? 'To his own master he
standeth or falleth.’ -

“ Nor is the claim which Christians
have to perfect toleration from Christians,
much if at all ‘altered in a Christian
church being established by a Christian
state. The foundation must limit the
superstructure. What Jesus Christ and
his apostles have laid down as ground-
work, must direct the outline of all that
man builds upon it. And in the great
charter of our religion, ¢ to do unto
others what we would they should do
uuto us,” is the golden rule, the divine
law itself, the unalterable right and duty
of all Christian persons, in every concern
of life, in every relation of society.

“ From this plain statement we may
deduce at once the nature of true and
complete toleration. It supposes the
establishment of one church, but it ex-
cludes the persecution or ill treatment of
any other. It is the cxact medium in-
deed betwixt persecution on the left
hand and establishment on.the right.
True and complete toleration does not
punish, does not degrade, does not dis-
franchise, the member of another reli-
gous body, because his conscience will
ot let him join in the worship of the
religion established. Perfect toleration
thsures to all Christians,* without consi-
deration of sect or creed, the full enjoy-
mear, as good subjects, of all rights, civil
4nd political.  And whenever the Church

_———
—————— .

Christian

¥ We would say, ““ to all good sub-
€13, whether they be Christians ox no.”
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and State of England shall agree to grant
the boon of such a toleration, in the very
same proportion in which it shall be
granted, the State will rest on a basis of
adamant, and the Church, even beyond
its present excellence and glory, wili be-

come the most benevolent and most apos-
tolical Church in Christendom.””

These sentiments richly merit cir-

culation. Amidst the wretched so-
phistry and most disgraceful bigotry
that we are so often doomed to witness,
on what, with some impropriety, is
termed the Catholic question, we feel
ourselves animated by such reasoning
as this from the pen of a scholar like
Mr. Tate; * and we rejoice that it
comes before the world under the
sanction of the High Sheriff and the
Grand Jury of Yorkshire—a circum-
stance extremely honourable to that
large province, and indicative, we
trust, of the extension of goed feel-
ing and of sound thought and know-
ledge! | : - .
.. The ground which this author has
taken, 13 immoveable. A Christian
and a Christian preacher, he proves
that the Justice enjoined by the gos-
pel requires the exercise. of perfect
toleration. In a country and age pro-
fessing to be eminently religious, this
is the correct way of considering the
subject. (Our remaining observations
will be of the nature of a commmentary
on Mr. Tate’s argument. = -

Man’s ‘¢ brief authority” is never
so wantonly exercised as in matters of
faith and conscience: and religious
fortitude and wisdom are never so es-
sential as in resisting this abuse of
huinan power. .

Were it asked of the great body of
our countrymen, ‘“ Whether they do
not reprobate persecution?’’ we bhe-
lieve that they would, to.a man, reply,
“ We utterly detest, abjure and dis-
claim it; inasmuch as it is a most
formidable monster, alike hateful to
God and to his rational creation.”’
But were we to follow this question
by another, and inquire, ‘“ Why per-
secution yet lingers within these fa-
voured islands ?” numbers around us
would deny the fact, and express,
perhaps, indignation at the charge.
Truth and Justice and Candour, will

— =

* See I. Walton’s Lives, &c., by Zouch,
2nd ed. pp. xxiii. xxv., and Hippel. Co-
ron. Eurip. (Mounk) Prefat. p. x. ed, 2.
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ngt.permit: us- te- eoncur in their opi«
nion. . = .. . . - S

~ All disabiliiies whatever, that a
member of the community lies under,
as such, by reason of his religious
faith, are of the essence of persecution.
'The authority which enacts them, is
no other than the authority which,
once, nupon our own shores, and even
yet in some foreign lands, has con-
signed and consigns reputed heretics
to the dungeon and the stake. It is
civi/ authority, stepping far beyond its
proper- sphere, violating the eternal
laws of ' equity, and doing infinite
wrong to the interests both of religion
and of civil government. *We live, it
is true, in an advanced period of the
world: we are inhabitants of a coun-
try pre-eminent in the general and
practical liberty which its sens enjoy.
Yet the fine gold of Freedom is still
alloyed : dark spots are found in the
almost noon-day beams of our prospe-
rity. Coercive and penal statutes in
the concerns of religion, -disgrace our
code of laws, and occasionally are car-
ried into execution. This is not all.
Even what public men denominate
toleration, and consider as a mighty
boon granted by the State, ought to
be better understood and better prac-
tised. A right or, as some call it, a
favour, should not wear the aspect of
injury and insult. What, although
Dissenters, both Catholic and Protes-
tant, severally assemble for worship,
without fear and molestation ? What,
although for thus assembling no ma-
gistrate drags them to the bar of cri-
minal justice, but protects them in the
act? Will you maintain that even to-
leration is complete, when for this
very worship we are pronounced ine-
ligible to offices and honours, from
which neither the occasional nor the
habitual conformist is excluded, and
which only they forego who obey the
dictates of a conscience at least sin-
cere and tender, and, as we believe,
enlightened 2 Do we then repine at
the sacrifice and the privation? Un-
questionably not : religious consisten-
cy, Christian honesty, peace of mind,
the hope of the Divine favour, the
esteem of wise and good men, would
be cheaply purchased by more exten-
sive privations and by costlier sacri-
fices. What we insist upon is, that a
sacrifice and a privation there are :
and we add, that the award of them
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eannot-be defended; if Persceution is
indefensible. . . .. v @ |

To speak of religious toleration,
and of political toleration, is, en thjs
subject, to frame a distinction withont
a difference. Ought religious senti-
ments or practices to create political
disabilities? The fact that they ereate
them, is the matter of our complaing :
this fact it is which Mr. Tate with
reason stiginatizes as. flagrantly un-

just, |

QOur best writers on foleration, mean
by it universal and mutual forbearance,
and equity in the concerns of religion.
We adopt the term with much plea-
sure in this sense. If, on the contrary,
toleration import the mere sufferance
or endurance of what we cannot ap-
prove, it has something of usurpation
in its aspeet, and.of mischief in it
tendency. It then becomes precarious
and imperfect, on which ground we
are now arraigning it : for precarious
and imperfect it is, as understood by
numbers of mankind, and as exercised
by the State. Such indeed it cannot
fail to be, when it is not equal justice.

~Are the ineligibilities, of which both
the Catholic and the Protestant Non-
conformist complains, enacted or con-
tinued in return for defeets in his. civil
obedience? 'That, we think, will not
be pretended : or, if it be, the impu-
tation may easily be repelled. On
the other hand, do dissidents lie under
this proscription, as the effect of their
religious creeds and discipline? K
they do, then we say that human au-
thority here interferes most unjustly
1 cases of religion, and incurs the
guilt of what, however modified, -is
nothing shoit of persecution. For in
what terms shall persecution be de-
fined? Take the definition in the
words of a writer who never was too
partial to Nonconformists : ¢ perse-
cution,” according . to Dr. Samuel
Johnson, “¢is the infliction of penal-
ties for opinions.” And shall we be
told that disabiiities are not penalties ?
We envy neither the judgment nor the
feelings of the man, who will hazard
the assertion. It may as well be al-
leged that they are privileges.

But we are informed that ¢ the
safetv, nay the welfare, of the State
demands the enactment or, which 18
the same thing, the continuance, of
such disabilities; and a ready submis-
sion to them.” Prove, nevertheless,
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your position béfore you require us to
adopt it. Recollect, too, that never
did persecutor arise, who insisted not
on this very plea, who was not actu.-
ated by this panic fear, either real or
artificial. - It is even ¢ the tyrant’s
plea,”” and should net be lightly used
by men who are desirous of breath-
ing the air of Freedom. The public
security and welfare, will, no doubt,
require that punishment be executed
upon crime : but where in the case
before us is the crime, though the
punishment is sufficiently notorious ?
Independently on statute law, no mo-
dification of Nonconformity can be
criminal : and statute law has pro-
nounced it void of crime. *

It has been alleged, + that the allot-
ment of offices and honours in the
State is matter of favour, of discre-
tion. Be it so, in regard to the se-
lection of the ind:ividuals, on the part
of the executive government. After
all, what 1s this allegation to the pur-
pose? Our present question concerns
a legislative act : and substantial jus-
tice, not favour and discretion, will
surely be the basis of the proceedings
of a British Parliament!

““ But civil ineligibilities are created
by means of limitations of age, of pro-
perty, of local situation.”” Here, again,
the cases are not analogous ; and this
plea for incomplete toleration is over-
thrown. If unripened years, if insuf-
ficient property, if a specific residence,
make me incapable of a given office,
still, time, or the act of my own will,
or the exertion of my own industry,
Inay remove these obstacles. My re-
ligious sentiments are not thus under
my controul. And do you ask me
to sacrifice them to any earthly con-
siderations 2 Do you punish me for
refusing such a sacrifice, and leave
mme without hope of an amendment in
my civil situation? When the claiins
of Christian equity are fully under-
stood and obeyed, no such attempts
will be put forth to render men ** ei-
ther hypocrites or martyrs.”

- N.

——

* Furneaux’s Letters to Blackstone,
(2d ed.) pp. 277, 278.
lVf 5leackstome’s Commentaries, (ed. 15,)

. manad
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Art. 1L—The Fision of Lus Casas,

and other Poems. By Emily Taylor.
12mo. pp. 130. Taylor and -Hes-
sey. 1825. 6s. IR

A DOPTING the popular epinion.
, sanctioned by Robertson, that
L:as Casas was the originzl proposer of.
the African Slave-Trade, from motives
of humanity towards the oppressed
aboriginal Americans, Miss Taylor ex-
hibits in successive visionary scenes
the principal occurrences of his event-
ful life, with suitable moral and
Christian reflections and anticipations
of the future state of the new world
and the African race. 'The author
inakes no attempt to form an interest-
ing story, or to create new incidents.
Her power, of which she is conscious,
consists in easy description and the
expression of intense feeling, of beth
‘which many striking examples may be
selected from ¢ The Vision.” '
The discovery of America is an-
nounced in the following stanzas:

¢¢ —There rides a bark in trinmph o’er

| the wave!
Her full sails catch the home-breeze
~joyiully : |
Joy to the glorious heroes! to the
brave ' |
Who tried the perils of that unknown
sea !
What though the closing waves indig-
nantly
Reject the marks of man’s far-spreading
sway,
The conquest is achieved !—by thine,
and thee,
Dauntless Columbus ! is the dubious
way |

Unlock’d, display’d at once—all darkness
turn’d to day ! ‘

How beautiful she comes! Her errand

peace
And joy, and tidings of a world new-
found ! '
Well may the toils of wonted labour
cease ;

Well may the countless thousands

throng around,
And Grief forget her sufferings !——
Hark'! the sound
Of hallelnjahs, glorifying Him
Whose hand hath framed the earth’s
extremest bound,
And, as the light of ancient worlds grows
dim
Bids us at’other fanes the lamp of Sci-
ence tri,
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And are théré‘-’bmmhere'- o’er' that . watery
Our new-ﬁound kmdred 2 Oh! to carry
. there
The peaceful Olive- branch and bid them
" haste’
Our Arts to learn—our wondrous tales
to hear!
Oh ! to commingle Joys—-—-thb them to
“share,

1 n sweet and sacred fellowship, the store
Of blended good which each to each

may bear!

Aud, more than all, together forth to
pour

The mingled breath of praise—together
to adore!”

Pp. 10, 11.

The first voyage of Las Casas to
America is described in lines of true

poetry:

¢« He went —tile dangers of the deep,
though fraught
In those dark days with terrors long
gone by,

In vain assail’d him,in his lonely thought—
Perhaps they came to terrify, to try:
‘Whom will they

steady eye

Is fix’d on Him who rules the winds and

waves,
(And they obey Him!) yet the sea,
the sky,

The threatening murmurs of the ocean

caves,

Smite with a chilling awe, which scarce

one spirit braves.

And even when winds are hush’d, the
soft air balm,
, And the light bark rests gently on the
_deep,
‘There 1s oppression in that awful calm,—
The death of Natule rather than her
sleep ;
The eye looks round for help,—-we
cannot keep
Its glance from wandering o’er that va-
cancy ;
And, if a speck appear, the soul will
leap,
Fill’d with the spirit of society,
Over tl;le watery bound, its loneliness to
y.

there 13 nothing lonely llke the
sea :
‘Though thousand thousand
spu*dmg o’cr,
And the mind knows the fnendly wave

No !

salls be

10 be

Medium of Dblessings to the farthest
shore,

Still ’tis a changeful and CdprlClOUb
power,

210 ?--even when the'
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Foo-fickle for mans:mind té:réstipon |
In its most smlhng txmes”ht.khears the
» roar A AR Vo R | R A PR

Of distant thunder, d.nd he feels Kike one

Who dreads to wear a smile, lest cause

of smile be goue.

In such a time, well pleased, the eye will
turn
From the deep waves below to Heaven
above,—
Beautiful region! where the night-fires
burn, _
And seem to breathe benignity and love,
What though beyond the burnmg line

we rove,
Where, cue by one, each hght must dis-
appear
We knew in chlldhood : never can we
move |

Beyond the glories of the starry sphere,
Or ieel the Almighty arm less manifestly
near! ,

And there are feelings whlch the voyager
Can well remember—when upon his
eye,
Ranging beneath another hemisphere, .
First came the vision of the Southern
sky.
Yes, there they shine! those stranger
lights on high—

The dream of childish years! Yes, there
they are !
Bright Southern Cross, so dear to me-
mory,
The Wolf, the Ship of Hea.ven, the Phee-
nix—there

Pouring their mingled hghts—-how beau-

tiful, how fair !”’
Pp. 156—17.

Miss Taylor celebrates the virtuous
labours of the philanthropists who
have devoted themselves to the aboli-

tion of Negro-slavery :

¢« Then, starting into life, Las Casas sces
A holy band, their fathers’ faults re-
trieving ;
With pious hands they hasten to appease
Nature’s long anguish, o’er her children
grieving,
And gently, duteeusly, their task a-
chieving,
Like him who clears defacing stainis away
From the pale marble, all its glory
leaving ;—
So toil'd they on, for many a weary day,
Even from their morn of youth to age’s
evening grey,

And from the spares of wealth, from
pleasure’s maze,
From all that chcus and soothns thc
heart of man—
From casc, from leisure, caxth]y leacu
and praise,
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Vedaunted:: turning; s they. thdir .. work
. ‘began: - , e

«Cold in their veins the life-blood often
‘ ral, . N
For -they had human feelings ;—yet to be
Heaven’s ministers, and work upon its
plan, - : o
preathed through their souls resistless
energy, . -
And the world heard their voice—¢ The
Negro sHALL be free!””’ -
Pp. 32, 33.

The poet binds a wreath around
the heads of Clarkson and Wilber-
force, whose true honour it is to be
revered and loved by the purest and
most amiable of their species.

The moral of ¢ The Vision” is ex-
plained in the two concluding stanzas :

« O thou who read’st! whose heart has
felt the glow | -
Of warm benevoleuce ; whose untired

| feet .
Have trod those paths of duty here
below, |
Where toil is sanctified. and trouble
sweet,—
Blessings be on thee ! As thy labour
great,
Great be the harvest;—yet remember
atill
How unsuspected lurks the deep de-
ceit,—
How Of‘t]’l for good, we snatch the cup’of
11,

And, brimming though it be, that cup
yet higher fill.

lustructed, go!—Each high and noble
aim
Still in thy deepest musings love to
rear! |
Ga !—light more eagerly the holy flame
Of love to all mankind; and if the
fear,
‘That where thy wish a smile decreed,
a tear
May flow the faster for thine erring
~zcal,—
If doubt like this intrude, a throne is
near, |
Where they that meekly and incessant
. kneel, . .
Strengthen'd and heal’d themselves, shall

others learn to heal.”
P. 38.

The ‘¢ Other Poems,” forming two-
thirds of the volume, are characterized
by the same power of numbers and
felicitous simplicity of language, the
Same refined moral sensibility, and the
same enlightened and fervent devotion.
We find in them some which have
already appeared in our Repository,

and amougst-themyrthed ‘S Address to
the Deity,” [see Mon. Reépos. Vol.
XIII. p. 62,] which in all that con-
stitutes the excellence of sacred poe-
try yields only to Mrs. Barbauld’s
lines bearing the same title.

et —

Art. IL—A4 Treatise of.l Chfz'stz'ah
Doctrine, compiled from the Holy
Scriptures alone. By John Milton.

(Continued from p. 613.)

HAP. III. is ““ Of the Divine De-
crees.” These Milton distributes
into General and Special. ¢ God's
General Decree is that whereby he
has decreed from all Eternity of His
own most Free and Wise and Holy
Purpose, whatever he. willed, or what-
ever He himself was about to do.”
The Decree is not absolute, the
author argues, in any thing which is
left in the power of free agents. He
maintains the theory of contingent
decrees with great subtlety, but with
much the same success that has at-
tended all disquisitions on this difficult
subject, the writers of which have re-
sembled Milton’s own metaphysical
angels, who |
i ““ reasoned high
Of provideuce, foreknowledge, will and

- fate,
Fix’d fate, free-will, foreknowledge ab-
‘solute, '
And found no end, in wand’ring mazes
lost.”” o ﬁ

Having referred to some of the de-
crees of God in the Scripture, which
are put conditionally, he says,

<€ It is argucd, however, that in such
instances not only was the ultimate pur-
pose predestinated, but even the means
themselves were predestinated with a
view to it. So indeed it i3 asserted, but
Scripture nowhere confirms the rule,
which alone would be a sufficient reason
for rejecting it. But it is alse attended
by this additional inconvenience, that it
would entirely take away from human
affairs all liberty of action, all endeavour
and desire to do right. For the course
of argument would be of this Kind—If
God have at all events decreed iny salva-
tion, whatever I may do against it, I
shall not perish. But God has also de-
creed as the means of salvation that you
should do rightly., I cannot, therefore,
but do rightly at some time or‘other,
since Gud has decreed that also,—in the
mean time I will act as 1 please; if 1
never do rightly, it will be secn that X
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wvas never predestinated to salvation, and
that whatever good I might have done
wounld have been to no purpose.”’—P. 34.

Milton’s reason as well as feelings
led him to assert the libertarian hypo-
thesis, and to kook with no friendly
eye upon the opposite doctrine. 1t
must be admitted, however, that ke
treats the subject in a religious, more
than in a philosophical sense.

¢ To comprehend the whole matter in
a few words, the sum of the argument
may be thus stated in strict conformity
with reason: God of his wisdom deter-
mined to create men and angels reason-
able beings, and therefore free agents;
at the same time he foresaw which way
the bias of their will would incline, in
the exercise of their own uncontrouled
liberty. What then? Shall we say that
this foresight or forcknowledge on the
part of God imposed on them the neces-
sity of acting in any definite way? No
more than if the future eévent had been
foreseen by any human being. For what
any human being has foreseen as certain
to happen, will not less certainly happen
than -what God himself has predicted.
Thus Elisha foresaw how much evil Ha-
zael would bring upon the children of
Israel in the course of a few years, 2
Kings viii. 12. Yet no one would affirm
that the evil took place necessarily on ae-
count of the foreknowledge of Elisha;
for had he pever foreknown it, the event
would have occurred with equal certainty,
through the free-will of the agent.- So
neither does any thing happen because
God has foreseen it ; but he foresees the
event of every action, because he is ac-
quainted with their natural causes, which,
in pursuance of his own decree, are left
at liberty to exert their legitimate influ-
ence. Consequently the issue does not
depend on God who foresees it, but on
him alone who is the object of his fore-
sight. Since, therefore, as has before
been shewn, there can be no absolute
decree of God regarding free agents, un-
doubtedly the prescience of the Deity
(which can no more bias free agents than
the prescience of man, that is, not at all,
since the action in both cases is intransi-
tive, and has no external influence) can
neither impose any necessity of itself, nor
can it be considered at all the cause of
free actions. If it be so considered, the
very name of liberty must be altogether
abolished as an unmeaning sound; and
that not only in matters of religion, but
even in questions of morality and indiffer-
ent things. There can be nothing but
what will happen necessarily, sinte there
is nothing but what is foreknown by
God, |

Review.—Milton’s Treatise of Christian Doctrine.

¢ That this long discgs.,sioa;may};e at

length conchided by a brief sam.

the whole matter, we must hold that §oq
foreknows all future events, but that he
has not decreed them a1l absolutely : Jeg
all sin should be imputed to the Deity,
and evil spirits and wicked men $boald be
exempted. froth blame. Does- my oppo-
nent avail himself of this, and think the
concession enough to prove either that
God does not foreknow every thing, or
that all future events must therefore hap-
pen necessarily, hecause - God has fore-
known them ? 1 allow that future events
which God has foreseen, will happen cer-
tainly, but not of necessity. ‘They will
happen certainly, because, the " divine
prescience cannot be deceived, bat ‘they
‘will not happen necessarily, because pres.
cience can have no-influence on the oh-
ject foreknown, inmasmuch as it is only
an intransitive action. What therefore
is to happen according to contingency. and
the free-will of man, is not the effect of
God’s prescience, but is produced by tle
free agency of its own natural causes, the
future spontaneous inclination of which
is perfectly known to God. Thus God
foreknew that Adam would fall of his
own free.will; . his - fall ‘therefore was
certain, but not necessary, since it pro-
ceeded from his own free-will, which is
incompatible with necessity.””—Pp. 40—
42. | ' ' |

The following quotation will ‘ex-
plain Milton’s drift in his argument,
and also the zeal with which he main-
tains it : | |

¢ There are some who in their zeal to
oppose this doctrine do not hesitate even
to assert that God is himself the cause
and origin of sin. Such men, if they are
not to be looked upon as misguided ra-
ther than mischievous, should be ranked
among the most abandoned of all blas-
phemers. An attempt - to refute them,
would be nothing more than an argu-
ment to prove that God was not the cvil
spirit.”’—P. 43. o

Milton opens - Chap. IV., which i3
entitled, “ Of Predestination,” with
a definition of the ¢ principal special
decree of God relating to man.” This,
he says, is termed ‘¢ Predestination,
whereby God in pity to mankind,
though foreseeing that they - would fall
of their own accord, predestinated. to
eternal salvation before the foundation
of the world those who should belicve
and continue in the faith ; for a mani-
festation of the glory of his .mercy,
grace, and wisdom, according to his
purpose in Christ.”’
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from Heprobation,. and asserts- that
« whereyer it is mentioned in Serip-
ture, -election. alone .is uniformly in-
tended.” Sl "

" He observes that ‘“ mention is fre-
quently made of those whe are written
gmong the living, and of ‘the book of
life, but never of the book:of death.””
- By election he understands that
eternal predestination whose ultimate
purpose is the salvation of believers ;
and he reasons that there is no parti-

IR

cular predestination, but oaly general,

>

<¢ that the privilege belongs to all who

heartily believe and continue in their

belief,~~that none are predestinated -or

elected irrespectively, e. g. that Peter
is not elected as Peéter, or John as

John, but inasmuch as they are be-

lievers, and continue in their belief,—
and that thus the general decree of
electipn becomes personally applicable
to éach particular believer, and is ra-
tified to all who rewain steadfast in
the faith.”” »

_He allows:(p. 53), that ““in the Old
Testament it is difficult to trace even
a single expression which refers to
election properly so called, that 1s,
election to eternal life.”

We arrive,.in, Chap. V., at the most
important part of the great author’s
work,—* Of the Son of God.”” He
felt that he was entering upon danger-
ous ground, and premises these ‘‘few
introductory words :>* o

“ If indced T were a member of the
Church of Rome, which requires implicit
obedience to its creed ou all points of
faith, 1 should have acquiesced from edu-
cation or habit in its simple decree and
aathority, even though' it denies that the
doctrine of the 'I'rinity, as now received,

Is capable of being proved from any pas-.

sage of Scripture. But since I enrol
myself among the nurber of those who
acknowledge the word of God alone. as
ﬂxe’rule‘.of faith, and freely advance what
appears to me much more clearly deduaci-
ble from the Holy Scriptures than the
cémmonly-received eopinion, [ see no
feason why any one who belongs to the
Same Protestant or Reformed Chureh,
and professes to acknowledge the same
raleof faish as myself, should take offence
&4 wmyfrpedom, particularly as I impose
Ny awthogity on -no one, but merely pro-
Pose what J think more worthy of belief
than the creed in general acceptation.
I ouly cntreat that my readers will pon-
der and examine my statements in a
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spisit which debires “to discover nothing
but the truth; aid with'a mind frée from
prejudice.  For without intending to op-
pose the aunthority of Srripture, which I
consider inviolably sacred,: I only take
upon myself to refute human interpreta-
tious- as often as the occasion requires,
couformably to my righf, or rather to m
duty as a man. If indeed those  wit
whom [ have to contend were able to
produce direct attestation from heaven
to the truth of the doctrine which they
espouse, it- would be nothing less than
impiety to venture to raise, I do not say
a clamour, but so much as a murmur
agalnst it. But inasmuch as they can lay
claim to nothing more than human pow-
ers, assisted by that spiritual illumination
which is common to all, it is not unrea-
sonable that they should on their part
allow the privileges of diligent research
and free discussion to another inquires,
who is seeking truth through' the same
means and in the same way as .them-
selves, and whose desire of benefiting
mankind is equal to their own.,”—Pp.
80, 8. | ™~

. Milton’s doetrine i3 entirly Arian,
but not the highest Arianism. From
Scripture, he says, (p. 87,) “ nothing
can be more evident than that God of
his own will created, generated or pro-
duced theé Son before all things, en-
dued with the Divine Nature, as in
the fulness of .time he miraculously
begat him in his human nature of the
Virgin Mary.” He exposes theabsur-
dity of the conceit of eternal genera-
tion. He also refutes the commonly-
received doctrine of the Son being one
in essence with the Father. S

« — unless the terms unity and duality
be sigus of the same ideas to God which.
they represent to men, it would have
been to no purpose that God had so re-
peatedly inculcated that first command-.
ment, that he was the one and ounly God, -
if another could be said to exist besides,
who also himself ought to be believed in
as the ove God. Unity aud duality can-
not cousist of one and the same essence.
God is oue ens, not two; ane essence
aud one subsistence, which is nothing
but a substantial essence, appertain to
onc ens ; if two subsistences or two per-
sons be assigned to one essence, it in-
volves a contradiction of terms, by repre-
senting the essence as at once simple and
compound. If one divine cssence be
commoi to two persons, that essence or
divinity will either be iu the relation of a
whole to its several parts, or of a genus
to its several species, or lastly of a com-
mon subject to its accidents. 1f ndne of
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these alternatives be .conceded, there. .is
no. made of escaping from the absurd
consequences that follow, such -as that
ane essence may be the third part of two
or more.”’-P. 89. S -

He proposes to discard reason or
human hypothesis, and to follow the
doctrine of Holy Scripture exclusively.
He forbears to ‘¢ introduce all that
commonly-received drama of the per-
sonclities in the Godhead;”’ since it
is most evident from numberless pas-
sages of Seripture “ that there is in
reality but one’ true, "‘indépendent and
supreme God,” dnd, ““according to
the testimony of the Sop, delivered in
the clearest terms, the Father is that
One True God, by whom are all
things.” Having quoted and explained
Mark xii. 28, &e. ; Deut. vi. 4 ; John
viil. 41, 54, and iv. 21, he concludes,

. €¢ Christ therefore agrees with the
whole people of God, that the Father is
that one and only God. For whe can
believe that the very first of the com-
mandments would have been so obscure,
and so ill understood by the Church
through such a succession of ages, that
two other persons, equally entitled to
worship, should have remained wholly
unknown to the people of God, and de-
barred of divine honours even to that
very day ? especially as God, where he is

teaching his own peeple respecting the
nature of their worship under the gospel,

ferewarns them that they would have for
their God the.one Jehovah whom they
had always served, and David, that is,
Christ, for their King and Lord. Jer.
xxx. 9: They shall serve Jehovah their
God, and David their King, whom I will
raise up unto them. In this  passage
Christ, such as God willed that he should
be known or served by his people under
the gospel, is expressly distinguished from
the one God Jehovah, both by nature and
title. Christ himself therefore, the Son
of God, teaches us nothing in the gospel
respecting the one God but what the law
had before taught, and every where
clearly asserts him to be his Father.
John xvii. 3: This is life eternal, that they
might know thee, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. xX.
Y7 : I ascend unto my Father and your
Father ; and to my God ond your God:
if therefore the Father be the God of
Christ, and the same be outr God, and if
there be none other God but one, there
can be no God beside the Father.”’—Pp.
90, 91. |

He next preduces t.xmuyf}«pdasages-
from the apostolic writinga to prove

- Review.~—=Milton’s Treatise of Christian Doctrine.

the sole Deity of the Father, and they
remarks, - -~ . .

~ “ Though all this be so self-evident as
to require no explanation,—namely, that
the Father alone is a self existent God,
and that a being which is not self-existent
capnot be God,—it is wonderful with
what futile subtleties, or rather with
what juggling artifices, certain individyals
have endeavoured to elude or obscure the
plain meaning of these passages ; learing
no stone unturned, recurring to_every
shift, attempting every means, 3s if their
object were not to preach the .pyre and
unadulterated trath of the gospel to the
poor and simple, but rather. by dint of
vehemence and obstinacy to sastain-some

absurd patadox from falling, by the trea-

cherous aid of sophisms and verbal dis-
tinctions, borrowed from the barbarous

iguorance of the schools.”—Pp. 93, 94.

- He examines John x. 30, and ex-
plains it, not of unity of essence, but
only of intimacy of communion ; and
also 1 John v. 7, the spuriousness of
which he suspects, but which he shews,
after Beza, may be interpreted ** of
an unity of agreement and testimony.”

In answer to those that assert that
the name and attributes and works of
God, as well as divine honours, are
habitually ascribed to the Son, he
proceeds to prove, ** 1st, That in
every passage each of the particulars
above-mentioned is attributed in ex-
press terms only to one God the Fa-
ther, as well by the Son himself as by
his apostles. Secondly, that wherever
t‘he?l are attributed to the Son, it is in
such a manner that they are easily
understood to be attributable in: their
original and proper sense to the Fa-
ther alone ; and that the Son acknow-
ledges himself to possess whatever
share of Deity is assigned to him, by
virtue of the;peculiar gift and kindness
of the Father; to which the apostles
also bear their testimony. And last-
ly, that the Son himself and his apos-
tles acknowledge throughout the whole
of their discourses and writings, that
the Father is greater than the Son in
all things.” |

The gloss of the ‘¢ orthodox” com-
mentators upon our Lord’s answer to
“ the mother of Zebedee's children,”
that w'ien he said, 7t is not mine (0
give, he spoke in his mediatorial ca-
pacity, draws from Milton the follow-
ing admirable remarks : -

“ But questionless when the ambition
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of the-mothice’ snd Ther two -sous incited
them to prefer this important petition,
they addressed their petition to the entire
nature of Christ, how exalted soever it
might be, prayirig him to grant their re-
quest to the utmost extent of his power,
whether as God or man; Matt. xx. 20,
Worshiping him, arnd desiring a certain
thing of him, and ver. 21, Grant that they
may sit. Christ alse answers with re-
ference to his whole nature,—7¢ is not
mine to give ; and lest for some reason
they might still fancy the gift belonged to
him, he decldres that it was altogether
out of his province, and the exclusive
privilege of the Father. If his reply wvas
meant solely to refer te his mediatorial
capacity, it would have bordered on so.
phistry, which Ged forbid that we sheuld
attribute to him ; as if he were capable
of evading the request of Salome and her
sons by the quibble which the logicians
call ezpositio prava or eguivoca, when
the respondent answers in a sense or
with 2 mental intention different from
the meaning of the questioner. ‘The same
must be said of ether passages of the
same kind, where Christ speaks of him-
self ; for after the hypostatical union of
twe natures in one person, it follows
that whatever Christ says of himself, he
says meat.as the possessor of either nature
separately, but. with reference to the
whole, of.his character, and in his entire
person,-except where he himself makes a
distinclion,  Those who divide this hy-
postatical “union at thefr owi discretion,
strip the diséourses and answers of Christ
of all théir sincerity; they represent
every thing as ambiguous and uncertain,
as trye and false at the same time; it is
not Christ'that speaks, but some unknown
substitute, sometimes one, and sometimes
another ; so that the words of Horace
may be justly applied to such disputants:

Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea
. HOdO?”-—Pp. 101, 1020

 ‘“ With regard to divine honours,”
he shews, p. 105, that ¢ as the Son
uniformly pays worship and reverence
to the Pather alone, so he teaches us
to follow the same practice.”

_His interpretation of the word Elo-
him, and his exposition of various pas-
sages commonly adduced in this con-
troversy, prove him to be an erudite,
sagacious and sound biblical eritic.
Take for example his observations on
Th‘Om.as’s confesgion, John xx. 28 :

“ He must have an immederate share

Of credulity who astempts to elicit a new

confesgion of faith, unknown to-the rest,

of the disciples, from 'this abrapt excta-
Mahow of the apostley who invokes in his
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one with him whose God he is.
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surprise not. only Christ ‘big own Lord,
bat the God of his ancest6fs, namely,
God the Father;—<as i he had swaid,
Lord! what do I see-——~what do-1 hear-—
what do 1 handle with my hands? He
whom Thomas is supposed to call God in
this passage, had acknowledged respéct-
ing himself not long before, John xx. 17,
I ascend wnto my God and your God.
Now the God of God cannot be essentially
On
whose word therefore can we ground our
faith with most security; on that of
Christ, whose doctrine - is elear, ar of
Thomas, a new disciple, first incredulous,
then suddenly breaking out into an
abrupt exclamation in an ecstacy of won-
der, if indeed he really called Christ his
God ? For having reached out his fin-
gers, he called the man whom he touched,
as if unconscious ‘of what he was saying,
by the name of God.- Neither is it cre-
dible that he should have so guickly un-
derstood the hypostatic union of that
person ‘whosé résurrection he had just
before disbelleveds Accordingly the faith
of Peter'is commended—Blessed art thou,
Simon—for haviag only said—Tlou art
the Son aof the living God, Matt. xvi. 16,
17. ‘The faith of Thomas, although as it
is comimonly explained, it asserts the di-
vinity of Christ in a muth more remark-
able manner,is so far from béing praised,
that it ‘is undervalued, and almost re-
proved in the next verse— Thomas, be-
eause thow hast seen me, thow hast be-
lieved ; blessed are they that have not
seen, und yet have believed. And yet,
though the slowness of his belief may
have deserved blame, the testimony borne
by him to Christ as God, which, if the
common interpretation be received as
true, is clearer than occurs in any other
passage, would undoubtedly have met
with some commendation ; whereas it
obtains none whatever. Hence there is
nothing to invalidate that interpretation
of the passage which has been already
suggested, referring the words—my Lord
—to Christ,—my God—to God the Fa-
ther, who had just testified that Christ
was his Sen, by raising him up fromn the
dead in so wonderful a manner.”—Pp.
112, 113.

Milton gives the Unitarian sense of
most of the texts alleged by T'rinita-
rians. He was aware of a various
reading in Acts xx: 28, but he under-
stands the word 6feod of offspring or
son. He interprets 1 Tim. iii. 16,
God ‘manifest in'the ‘ﬂesh, of the Fa-
ther, whe''was manifested in the Son,
his image; who was justified, &c. On
Titys 12,13 bhe saysy that “ the defi-
nitive arsicle maybeihsexrted or omat-
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ted before the two nouns in the Greek
without affecting the sense,” adding;
as if in’anticipation:éf the vaantings
of some modern scholars, ‘“Surely,
‘Wwhat is proposed to us as an object of
belief, especially in a matter involving
a primary articie of faith, ought not to
be an inference,” “ hunted out by
careful research from among articles
and particles, nor elicited by dint of
ingénuity, like the answers of an ora.
cle, from sentences of dark or equivo-
cal meaning.” Pp. 117; 118. He takes
notice of ' the article-argument: again
in his examination of Jude, ver. 4, p.

120. He renounces the modern Ari-

an notion of Christ being the angel
that conducted the Mosaic. dispénsa-
tion, and quotes Heb. viii. 6, to shew
that ¢ it does not seem to have been
suitable that Christ who was.the mi-
nister of the gospel should also be the
minister of the law.” P. 122. He
considers Isaiah ix. -6, favourable to
the Antitrinitarian doctrine, for here
Christ receives his name from the Fa-
ther: he reads ‘° Everlasting Father,”
Father of the age to come,—* that is,
its' teacher, the name of father being
often attributed to a teacher.” On
this and other passages usually brought
to prove the eternity of the Son, he
reasons thus. logically and unanswer-
ably :

““ Him who was begotten from all
cternity the Father cannot have begotten,
for what was made from all eternity was
never in the act of being made; him
whom the Father begat from all eternity
he still begets; he whom he still begets
is not yet begotten, and therefore is not
yet a son; for an action which has no
beginning can have no completion. Be-
sides, it seems to be altogether impossible
that the Son should be either begotten or
born from all eternity. If he is the Son,
either he must have been originally in
the Father, and have proceeded from
him, or he must always have been as he
18 now, separate from the Father, self-
cxistent and independent. If he was
originally in the Father, but now exists
separately, he has undergone a certain
change at some time or other, and is
therefore mutable. If he always existed
separately from, and independently of,
the Father, how is he from the Father,
how begotten, how the Son, how sepa-
rate in subsistence, unless he be also
separate in essence ? since (layving aside
metaphysical trifling) a substantial es-
sence and a subsistence are the same
thing.. However:this anay be, it ‘will- be

Review.—Blilton’s Fredtise of Christian Doctrie.

universally . ackknowledged. that the, Nap
now at least differs aumerically fiom 1he
Father ;. but thgt. thgse 'Wwho.diffgr mume.
rically must differ also.in’ théir proper
essences, as the logicians. express it, is
too clear to be denied by any one. pos-

- sessed of common reason. Heélice it fol-
lows that the Fathér and. the ‘Soni differ

in ‘essence.”—Pp. 133, 134.

- From a’ collection .of passages're-
lating to the divine honours of Christ,
he concludes, (p. 143,) “ that Mu%n
we call upon the Son of Ged, it is on

Father.” | L
This great writer concludes this
most important chapter with a cita-
tion of texts, to prove that the doc-
trine which he has laid down' ““is alone
taught in Scripture, is acceptable to
God, and has the promise of eternal
salvation;” to which “he adds, “that
““ this is the faith proposed to us in
the Apostles’ Creed, the most aficiént
and universally received compendium
of belief in the possession of the
Church.”> We regret that we have
not been able to .make larger extracts,
as examples of his vigorous miod and
aceurate scriptural learning ;. -éspeci-
ally from those parts’ of the. chapter
that are devoted to the exposure of
the " ¢ Vertumnian ‘distiiictions  and
evasions’’ by which the reputed “ or-
thodox” church, with her ‘ever ¢ ready
subterfuge,” makes the Scripture of
nane effect : but we are not without
hope that this, with some other parts
of the work, may be. reprinted.in. a
cheap form for popular: eirculation.
The Unitarians would be wanting to
their cause if they did not avdil them-
selves of the discovery, proclaimed by
Royal autherity, that on:theé ohe great
question between 'them and’ ‘Frinita-
rians, they may now claim as their
own, in addition to the mighty names
of Lockg and NewroN, the not infe-
rior name of MivLTON. |

-*—

Art. IV.—Memoir of the Rev. Ben-

in his capacity of advocate -with the

Famin Goodier. 12mo. pp. 20695.
Liverpool printed, and sold by R.
- Hunter, London. 1825.

UCH of our readers as remember
the account given of NMr. Goodier
in our X1Vih, Vol, pp. 69—74 and
142—145, will scarcely be surprised
that his friends should devote this vo-
lume to his memory, and, we may



Obissiary —3t7s. Mary Ryland.<My. William Carinon.
w1, 10 the servite’ of practical picty.

He wi# ail extroordinary yousg man,
cxeetling’ equally In virtie and in' ta-
lents. ' His ‘exatiple 1§ &' beantiful
Jesson to young'meh, afid especially to
young ministers; shewing the degree
to which self-improvement may be
carried, - the tendency of-an amiable
disposition and pure morals to win
esteen and friendship, and the conso-
lation and support which a heartfelt
sense . of ratiogal religion provides for
thé sick and dyin bég‘.- o ‘
"'The * Memoir” is drawn up by a
nameless author. Itis, however, well

.

b3

known t6 be the: work of & pen whieli
woild adorn: any. subjects” The hio-
graphical incidents ave .of course few,
but they are rendered.exceedingly in~
teresting Ly being related chiefly in
Mr. Goodier’s own words, taken from
his Journals and Letters., »
- We heartjly wish the volume an
exténsive circulation ; and are sure
that there are none of our serious
readers that shall adopt our récoin-
mendation, who will not thank us for
bringing under their notice so pleasant
a- picture -of unspotted, usefal and
happy life.

. OBITUARY. -

.1825. Oct. 5, aged 54, MARY, the wife
of Mr. Thomas RvraND, of Birminghkam,
whose faithful and exemplary discharge
of the duties of a wife, a mother and a
Christian, ‘has ‘rendered her removal no
ordinary loss. - Those who best knew
her will - most earnestly assent to the
justness of  the following observations on
this mournfully interesting event :* ob-
servations so beautifully descriptive and
appropriate, as to supersede not merely
the necessity, but perhaps even- the pro-
priety, of any additional expressions of
that sorrow and regard which was so
sincerely felt by those who were ac-
quainted with the real excellence of their
lamented subjéct: * The sepulchre does
not, in general, close over a treasure so
rich as what we now consign to it. From
a wide circle of kipdred and of friends,
an individual so practically wise, so kind,
80 circumspect, so habitually and un-
feignedly devout, is not every day torn
away.” ¢¢ Examples of the female cha-

racter, formed . and adorned. by religion,

may pe removed from our eyes: but they
live, nevertheless, in memory and in hope.
We think with profound, it may be, yet
still with tempered grief on those who
‘ openéd their mouth with wisdom, and
on whose tongue was the law of kind-
ness’—whose mauners, the natural ex-
pression of their sobriety of mind, and
affection of spirit, and firmness of prin-
ciple, and correctness of understanding,
and most perfectly free from vanity or
Pride, would have graced the highest cir-
cles, while they spread ease and pleasure
and secured admiration and esteem. wher-
‘e¥er they appeared ; on those who gave
‘Unostentatiously 1o religion théir “hearts,

~ - e
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* By the Rev, J. Kentish.

thir

and voices, and lives, neither disregarding
the form, nor being strangers to the
power of it—those whose children rise
up and call them-blessed.”

Oct. 21, at Clowbent, Lancashire, in
the 82nd year of his age, Mr. WiLLIAM
CANNON. He was born in the parish of
Kells, in the upper district of the Stew-
‘ar’trg of Galloway, Scotland, and was the

son of a large family, which had
résided for nearly a century and a half,
and which still resides, on the soil that
gave him birth. TUpon his entrance into
life, Mr. Cannon made his selection of
the trade of carpenter: shortly after the
expiration of his apprenticeship, he re-
moved to the adjacent towns in England,

‘where a wider field for improvement in

the business he had chosen, presented
itself. Having two brothers at Boltou,
he was induced to visit that neighbour-
hood about the year 1772, when the va-
rious inventions of Hargreaves, Arkwright
and others made their first appearance in
that district (being one of the earliest
seats of the Cotton Trade in England) :
and availing himself of this new era of
improvement, he there acquired the art
of machine making, as a journeyman,
and finally established himself at Chow-
bent for the manufacture of the various
machinery then introduced. Shortly after
his outset in this branch, he had to con-
tend with the prejudices which existed
against machinery, and the iusults of
mobs he met and resisted with manly
firmuness at the risk of his little property
and. of big life : his firmness, perseverance

and strict integrity then and during the

whole coypse of his life, secured to him
the respect and esteem even of his ene-
mies. From his carly connexions he in-
troduced a vumber of his young country-



-
wnen as his apprentices, whe haye since

settled I Manchester, and other parts,

atid ‘théir industry and ‘desire to obtain.a

knowledge of their business evince the
gooduess of the example he set before
thiem; the intimate friendship which has
always existed between him and them
bear honourable testimony to the zeal
with' which hle discharged his- duties.
He acquired in his business as machine
maker a comfortable independence, sufli-
cient for -his simple and primitive habits,
and had prepared for his two sons more
extensive operations ; but the great Dis-
poser of events in his wisdom bereft him
of that part of his family which he had
hoped to succeed him—he in consequence
retired from business in 1799. His ac-
tivity and energy never deserted him; he
found employment in the discharge of
his duty to his neighbour and his friend.
In religion he was a decided Unitarian,
from a firm conviction that the doctrine
he espoused was strictly scriptural, and,
like the Puritans of old, he maintained it
at all hazards. In politics he was a
Whig, and with the same independent
spirit he defended his opinions, and to
his last moments was an inexorable foe
to tyranny,. oppression, and intolerance,
His protracted illness he bore with exem-
plary resignation, and departed this life
in the perfect hope of a better and more
exalted state of existence. |
‘This brief memoir is humbly submitted
by one of his few surviving pupils.
- Oct. 26, at Bridgewater, in the 8lst
year of his age, Mr. THoMAS OSLER,. up-
wards of sixty years an active and valua-
ble memher of the Unitarian congrega-
tion in that place. Though 'exempted to
a very late period from the usual infirmi-
ties of advanced life, and constitutionally

.

Intelligence.«Pyrotestan: Sa’m‘etyg-; Myr.- Withe's Speeck.

possessed 'of remarkable: ehearfulnesy of
dissalution with' steadfast . and . resigneq
tranquillity ; and finally- closed, in devoyg

eace, a long life diligently spent in doing
f ustly, loving mercy, aud walking humbly,

)

Oct. -26, in the 57th year of -his age,
WALTER FAWKES, Esq., of Farnley Hall,
-Yeortkshire. - 4 e
- e 29, in the 25th yeatr of her age,
of pulmonary disease, MARIA BENNEY¥T,
second daughter of A. Benneétt, niinister
of the Unitarian Meetiag, Poole, Dorset.
shire. It can be said with truth, that
the deceased was highly respected by all
who knew her, and many tears of affec.
tion and lamentation flowed ou account
of her death. In human judgmeént her
character was virtuous, Christian, and
pious, which gives to her paremts and
friends an humble but confident hope,
that the Almighty and merciful God who
gave her life and who has taken it away,
will approve her, and make her eternaily
happy in his glorious presence. She was
laid to rest in a vault in the burial-ground
belonging to the above Meeting, on - Fri-
day, the 4th of Nov., and on thre Sunday
evening following, to a numerous and
sympathizing audience, a very excellent
and most impressive discourse was de--
livered on the occasion by the Rev. J. B.
Bristowe, of Ringwood, from 2 Sam. xiv.

A. B.
"
~ —— 31, at Edinburgh, EMiLY, wife of
Archibald MAcBEAN, Esq,,.Royal Horse
Artillery, and only danghter of William
Johnston, Esq., of Muswell Hill..

INTELLIGENCE.
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DOMESTIC.

RELIGIOUS.

Protestant Society fur theé Protection
of Religious Liberty.

(Continued from p. 633.)

One .gentleman has applied for advice
tv this Society, from a place so distant
as Malta. The case I am alluding to is
that of Lieutenant Dawson, a gentleman
of high character and connexions, of li-
beral education, who had been in the
army from his earliest days, and who had
fought the battles of his conntry in many

a land. In the year 1823, he was sta-
tioned at Malta. I have stated that he
was a man of family and of character,
but, above all, he was a man of principle,
and he held the dictates of his conscience
superior to any other mandate. He was
directed on a particular day, a day of fes-

tivity, dedicated to the patron saint of

the island, (for though Malta is undfr
British dominion, it is a Cathelic coun~
try ; and there Catholics enjoy, as-they
ought to enjoy, the free exercise of thew
religious rights and ceremonies,) to pay
a salute to the procession of this saint,
as it passed along. 1, who seek for tole-
ration, or rather I, who loathe tbleration



&mmmmmm that & gen-
:;m;;w?mml;t,lwbe,whh the con-

sciemee ‘of & meiber ‘of - the Chureh of

England; read in: its homilies, and finding

there that many of the ceremonies of the
Roman Catholic Chureh; are idolatry,
should have been _gommanded to cause

the bells to ring, and a salute to be fired,

because.a proeession moved upon-the day
dedicated: -to- the patron saint. Tt was
with this order that Mr. Dawson declined
to comply, and hiwcaptain also refused ;
the major,who commanded, did nat in-.
sist on their compliance, but gave the.
arder in their ahsence, and the bells were
rung, and the salite was fired. He yield-
ed to the scruples of these men who had
bared their bosoms, and had fought when
England waged a war with her enemies,
The lieutenant and the captain were how-
ever summouned before a Court- Martial,
the president of which was a. Roman Ca-
tholic; they were found guilty, and the
sentence . was confirmed. by the Judge
Advocate at home. The licutenant and
the captain were both cashiered, and the

major was severely censured for his le-

nity. - It seems then that, in performing
his duty, an English officer must forget

the claims of counscience; and that if he

be so commanded, he must hail a sacri-

fice to Budhoo, and sanction the horrid

murders eommitted under the pretence
of religion. o . ‘
- To the next particular I shall.butbriefly
advert, .since it has been frequently be-

fore the public. It occurred the 29th of

On that day, two persons, of

July last. ¢
in

decent appearance, dressed soberly

black, with nothing unclerical in their.

exterior—nothing improper in their de-

meanour—waited on the Rev. William:

Marshall, a clergyman of the Established
Church, in the town of Newport Pagnell.

There these poor people introduced them-.

selves into the presence of the Vicar of
the parish, and ih the course of their

conversation presented to him a book

containing the names of subscribers to-
wards the erection of a chapel for the
use of the General Baptist Revivalist's
Society, They stated to him, that they

had been deputed by the good people of

that Society to collect subscriptions for
the purpose stated ; and they then came
% solicit. his aid.
tainly were nof. aweare that they were in
the presence of the clergyman of the pa-
rish ; but even though they had been ap-
Prized of such a circumstance, they, Dis-
Senters as they were, did not imagine
themselves guilty of much presumption.

Mr. Marshall turned on them as enemies.

of the Establishment—was astonished at

their presumption—inquired their:nanes.

—declared: them to be impostors ;-
(Which term he speedily retracted ;) and

In doing this they cer-

withdraw ; ‘they desired to ¥etire in peac
but even that poor privilege was deni
them. No! they had approached too
near the Ton's den, and having once en~
tered, it was in vain that they attempted
to escape unhurt, ] ‘ .
churchwardens were sent for, and al-
though Mr. Marshail admitted that they

were not impdstors, yet he would have

sent them to prison ; for, as he said to

them, ‘“ Some of your people are sup-

posed to have committed a murder some-
where or other, and you are therefore
dangerous persons, and must not be al-
lowed to go at large ;' accordingly they
were then taken up to the house of the
attorney, and there - being no magistrate
there, and none any where in the neigh-
bourhood, with the exception of a certain
clergyman of the Established Church,
then engaged at a cricket-match, those
very Reverend Divines were in conse-
quence sent for from the cricket-ground,,
and one of them, a Rev. Mr. Lowndes,
being called upon, he forsooth signed the
mittimus under which these unfortunate
men were deprived of their liberty, and
lodged in a common gaol. That at such
a place, such tyranny should have been
perpetrated is what you, in Landon, can
hardly conceive. You can scarcely form
an idea of the scorn and obloquy which
in more remote places are heaped upon
the heads of Dissenters. In proof that
these men were not impostors, and were
entirely undeserving of the oppression
which they endured, it was shewn that
they had signed the declaration, had taken
the oaths, and the book which they pro-
duced contained a signature, which, to
every enlightened and liberal man, would
have proved sufficient evidence, that of
RoBERT HALL, of Leicester. In this con-
duct is combined tHat horrid mixture of
malice and ferocity, buffoouery and cru-
elty, which characterized Nero, who fid-
dled when Rome was on fire. 1 will now
read to you extracts from the minutes of
the examination of these victims to High
Church intolerance.

Mr. Marshall.—Do you know
are breaking the law ?

Horner.—No, 1 do not.

Marshall.—1 do not wish to enter into

any discourse with you, for | believe it is

your intention to overturn the Establish-
ment—~—by so doing you are breaking the
law.

Edgell—Did you ever see two men

more like vagrants ?

been a. preacher ?
HNorner —About three years.
 Marshull~~~What were

became a preacher ?
Horner.—A gentleman’s servant.

How long have you

the constabte and the

that you

you before you
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Well; -8t y - ;
'oratpf”* et yéar lehm‘ed bi‘dtht*r come'
_ forward.

~Edgell. -—-Wbat were. you béfore you
WE&"Q ‘preacher? | |
: X’ hitit-maker.

7 wg-:-Theref’ did you ‘ever see iwo.

xpen more like vagr:

ants in‘your life? The
ohen’ live -servant md the other a mat-
waker! - at school “*were you educated
at? i

Hokmey; --~At that school - where ifbey
teaghsto
~ T6 whit denomihiation do you belong?

Iﬁamer ~The.: General Bapttst Revi-

aahstt

. Marskail --It should have been Revil ’
“r beheve they'

ésts. -

W zlham White smd
are: collectiug - the mbney to pnt in then'
own*pockel:s.” ST

Mz Marshall, —1 do not-th¥ak so'; but
I do belfeve their intentionis to overlmrn'

ghe Establishment,’ therefore T- give yon
into the hands of the ‘constable. =~ -
The ‘constable now took them into his
custody, and they ‘were committed-to the
gaol at Aylesbury, “without- eveqi being

apprised_that they were entitled to appeal,

or that they might be held to’ bail; there
they were confined’ for three weeks, in
common with: the basest felons ;' amorngst

convicted thieves of- the most abandoned:

character. Nay, more, they :wére sen-
tenced to-the: tread-mill, and- keptat hard
labour:there; thnugh dumng the time one

of them was-afflicted ‘ with spitting of
'Fheir papers’ weré seized upon,

bloods-
their -money was ‘taken from them, and
by means of-it -the expenses of sending
them to prison’were defrayed.. So soon
as.my exeellent friendy the Hnn ROBERT
SMitH; the nephew of our: Chairman,
and - the Member for the County, heard
of this piece of ecclestastical tyranny, he
immediately rode twenty miles across to
Aylesbuary, determined that, in'his county
at least; no oppre.\smn should be practised
with impunity. He went immediately to

an attorney, whom he ‘employed; he.

used every exertion that was possible,

though without being able then to-effect .

their liberation, but he was determined
that, if possible, it never should be said

that' in his county tyranny should go

unpunished ; that if no other means could
be obteained, he would himself defray
every’ exgense which might be incurred
in their liberation and support.: Fmme-
diately on my being made -aéquiinted
with the case, 1 sent a person‘down to
Aylesbury to investigate the. «:cirevin-
siancesy-dnd: oy intention;  unter advice,
was 10 apply to-the Court uf King's Beneh
for a writ-of habeas corpus,: When My,
‘ ! : | IR S

the truth and tell no lies;

haps will consider too mild, vizij

s GERE Ui Bt
passierﬂ——’he i@?ﬁfé”tﬁefﬁ*wh‘"ﬁf ‘Zoalhe, s
the committing’ maglstx‘ate, hamng poﬁ’gr
to do so. ItWaslon ‘befare théir pats
were " retufnéd. £6" then. "~y :;
éntlemén;" has ‘been ‘peipetraté

Jand-=ih Bucﬁs—"i%f“ﬁn e

‘ 'é”reﬁi(mé iﬁ‘s-”’
trict of Wiles, or-of” Cu%beﬁlﬁﬁa T
withth_ 4 shorf’&"sﬁ&héenf Lortdot, ;
yet, for my i snce 1 Sufh a case:
as this, {am i;alled < dmer g’ Mitor.
néy 1 Contra: "gfwhat has Beei otir con.
ductrunder existing Eircam¥tances -with
what would robab ‘have “Héen theirs:
had the b%en laced in our ‘*‘Sltuatmn.*
aranee with their v
com oml%in Severity obse‘rvehowﬁ;ey‘
overbear an& proscr & the timtd and the
wedk;  but how silent 4nd* subdued are
they “Wolien confronted” withi “ thove - who
uuderstand their “own -rights, and ‘dre
determwed ‘on their vindicatwn ‘Whet
first the committal 6f Mr. Lowhideés canie
to bé’ quesf'ioned the’ Estabhshment ‘100K
a" high tone-<their ‘céhduct ‘was 1ot to
be ‘animadverted oh—all that they did
was to bé regdarded as sacred-i-*thé lusti‘e"
of ‘their- high name 'wa$ not to 'sallied by
thé’disgrace of a prosecution. ~ 'l‘hey stb-
sétibed 1argely to escape ‘the thredtered
danger." 'They, forsooth, would fiot allow
Mr. Marshall to be prosecuted ‘Butashort-
time sufficed to moderate their ‘haughty
tone ; they ‘very soon a pplied “to know:
on what térms ‘we were willing' to let
Mr. Marshall off. "What would mdmfe us
to forego the' triuimph which thén awaited
our cause? 'There never was an'datcasion
that would ‘have’ proved niore’ teﬂfpﬁﬁg
to an ovetWeening or vindictive spirit.
There never was a time when, “if “we
desired a triumph, we could havé: obtain-
ed it in a more signal and decisive mar.
ner.” Bat such was not our:aim3 for we
wished to set our €riemies a hvmg exam-
ple of that tolerant qplrit which - was fo
them unknown. - You ‘may, '-perha 5
think that we erred ‘on the side of *lem’ty
and betrayed too much kindness ‘and itt-
dulgence’ to ‘those’ ‘who had dedlt ont'to-
wards us a full'‘medsure of harshness and
severity ; but we were' detetrined #oito:
imitate their evil example, and. theréfore
to release them on terms whlch YM*T er-

Mr. Marshall should apologlseai-that the
apology should be' in writing-=that it
should be advertised it the courty-papers’
—that he should pay; thie expensesineuyied
the county attorney=—attl “alyo’ présr!hﬂ
Fg Pounds to ‘the injured meh’ ‘“{M‘l'
wn,-ks thiéfi read from the ¢ "Bucks CHio:
nicle’” - an- advertisenient; sugned: < WM.
MARSEIALL Y Whichmafvei*stmung‘the par-
elctﬂafa*"of the drgest anw‘iﬁ\pﬂsonmbm



of a mistaken opinion,. "dee"pfyre-
gxett,ed the conSequence- of bhis er ror]
When' I was lately at a meeting in
Backs; 1 desailed to the persons there
assembled _the noble and excellent con-
duet of Mr. Rnssm'ﬂmma, I told, “and
most .truly. tofd them, that it.wag. their
duty at. the ne.xt election. to. ‘crowd. to
the bustings in-his sppport 3 and to such
amongst.yot as have vates for that county,
I feel bonnd to give the same advice,.and
to enjoin, yuu to act under the. 1mpuls¢
of that gratatude towards this_young no-
bleman. which oug t, and’ which I am
sure. does, Al the breasts. of - all wlio are
attached to the cause of Iﬁlssem;erq.
There is. one  other circumstance of
considerable importance. Seme clergy-
men have affected to0 doubt-whether those
who have mnot been baptized were. enti-
tled to be married in. thexr parish charch-
es. Of this & remarkable .case occurred
at Langain, in.the diogese of St. David’s.
In that parish, ‘Davip Davips was to be
married, . to aMARY JENKINS ; —she be-
101;ggd to the, Society of Bapfists. At the
1 )it ged,gor he c@,‘Ie ration of the
the  res .,9‘7 clergyman was
ev. DaNiEL Bow-
LANDS, for, the mm(g lled his_place, and
that. person, - thou {1 the hanns had been
premonsiy pubﬁs:he@ by the resident cler-
gymap, t qu' ht proper to. intimate that
he would, xefusé to. perform a ceremony
t0 wh;ch the. mdmd:ual for wham he
acted would have made no o‘blcct .
The father of the young woman, under-

standing that some difficulty existed on ac-.

countof his daughtex having been brought

up as a Baptist, waited on. the clergyma.n |

for the purpose of ascertaining his inten-
tions. Having arrived at that gentleman’s
house, he happéned.only to see his wife,
who, holdmg a lofty tone upon the occa-
qlon, gave it as her opinion that cerfainly
her husband would ‘withhold marriage to
Dissenters -at his‘Church—angd so the fa-
ther came away.-

In Wales a very ancient custom stﬂl
prevails, one of which is spoken of by
Tacitus as existing amoéng the Germaus
of his day; it is the assemblage at every
wedding of all the inhabitants of the sur-
rounding country. 'This is called a ¢ bid-
ding,” and forms.a remarkable contrast
t the retired and secret way in which
warripges are generally . solemnized a-
Tmougst the upper ranks in this country.

"rom ‘an ancient paper which I have seen,
the neighbours are bidden to the wed-
ding, to partake of bread, butter and
chegse, and. -&re at the same time request-

ed to br\g with: them. their ¢urrent of-
feri ‘“g& Un, the, occa.amn of  the intended
wedding of David Davids and Mary Jen-
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" tivo_buudred of their neigh-

, ereé assembled to sm;)athiaa in
their emotions op the happy occasion !

All was festivity and glee ; every. £ounte-
nance looked bright W1th pleasure,. and
every heart beat high with bappiness !
and all wowld have coutinued, joyous,
were it. not for a, clergyman of the Esta-
blishéd Church ! “This clergyman, bad
been prenonslygheard to say to one of his
neighbours, Come to Churck to-day,
and we shall have some furn!’ In con-
formity with his intention to. create. fun

as he was pleased to term u;, he, inste

of being in the uswal place, was to be
seen in the large pew beueath the pulpit.
When the wedding party came te the
church, it was intimated to him that the
young couple came to be -aarried, and
he, addressing the intended bride, said,

 Mary Jeunkins, have yon beeu baptxz-
ed ?” And receiving an answer in the
negative, he replied, *Then I shall not
marry you.”—¢ Not maryy me > re-

joined the dlsappomted girl, wzth con-
sternation. Her natural feehngs struggled
strongly against herconscientious scruples.
The clergyman repeated that he would not
marry her unless she were baptized. ““You
are no Christian,” said he; ¢ you had
better be baptized.” She stmggledlong, at
length she said she would consent to be
baptized if she could be immersed. ¢ Oh,

there is not sufficient water for that,”

said the clergyman ; ¢ that cannot be!”
The old father could endure this mock-
ery no longer: he came forward and in-
dignautly. interfered. I think 1 see the
old Welqh patriarch, the blood boiling
iu his veins. ¢S No, Sir, I will not, [
cannot endure this—your purpose is to
dissolve my religion, and I will not sub-
mit to -it—she shall not be baptized.”
The clergyman then repeated his deter-
mination nes to marry the parties. They
left the church, their friends followed
them to bring them back, the clergyman
was entreated to return—the young girl
hesitated; I am sure you will not con-
demn, the struggle between inclination
and duty, Again within the church, the
question was repeated—<¢ Now. will you
be baptized ?”’ She still hesitated, and
the clerk was directed to bring the water.
But at length firmly she refused. Yes!
she determined .that she would rather
return and be. no bride, than censent to
the sacrifice of Christian principle, or to
depart from the ordinances of that faith
in which she had becn educated. When
the detail of this outrage upon religious
feeling was communicated to me, [‘'wrote
immediately a polite letter to the clergy-
man in question., At first he hegitated,
and then I wrote mare perempterily ;.he
then replied to me, but it was frou the
Episcopal Palace of St. David’s that he
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regident clerg méh ‘of ‘the parish. Then
they were martied ; and though we shall
never see .thém, let us join in the wish
that they may indeed be very happy !
Now the remedy for the wrong dqne to
the feelings of this unoffending pair and
their friends is by a proceeding in the
Ecclesiastical Courts—-proc,eedmg, for-
sooth, against a clergyman in a court
where the judges, are clergymen—the
Bishop’s Court, of the diocese of St. Da-
vid’s, where those who sanctioned the
outrage would be called on to decide on
its enormity-—called on to pronounce
‘their own condemnation. “Though per-
fectly aware of the strong hold in which
he was thus entrenched by the Ecclesias-
tical law, he was not content with being
on his defence 5 he thought the best way
to insure perfect impunity would consist
in becoming himself the assailant, and
not wait for any reprisal from those
whom he had so deeply mJured Accord-
ingly, he has instituted a suit against the
old man, the father of Mary Jenkins, for
brawlmg in the church, when he en-
treatedc that his child might not be com-
pelled to deviate from the religious prin-
ciples of her fathers. Now this brawling
carries with it very heavy _penalties, and
the party convicted of it is liable to ex-
communication. In this way, it seems,
the determination of the clergyman was
to overwhelm this poor old man with
costs, by bringing him before a court
where none but clergymen are to judge a
case where a clergyman is the complain-
ant. We, however, by the adv:ce of
our excellent friend, Dr. LusHINGTON,
have been enabled to remove the case to
the metropolis, where it is to be hoped
that a more impartial hearing will be
obtained ; and 1 am determined, yes, de-
termined, that no vflort shall be spared
to procure ample justice, and oompletely
to vindicate the oppressed.
To many other subjects our attention
has been dratvn during ‘the past year;
amongst others, to an a ?phcaﬁ(m to Par-
liament to concede to Unitarian Dissent-
ers the right of being married jn their
own chapels. The ¢ British Cr:tzc” has
thought proper to say I am the author.
"The statement is incorrect—neither with
the Dbill or with petitions for its enact-
ment have 1 interfered—but [ am still
very desirous for its smecess. By this
measure there would be llcenscd for the
purpose of mdtnmony, three (fha els in
the metropolls, fwo in five or ‘six of ‘the
largést towns, and oxe if those of shialler
size.” It will also be requircil t‘rm thgsc
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a regula cettificate’ of the’ same
marrlag‘ 8 may-be’ perforrhéﬂ e,.l..‘ihger ’by
license, or ‘dfter banns pubfishe If by
the formeér mode, the hceh,ée iy i?os Be’ n‘ﬁ-
tained from the officers of the ¥ b s
ed Church—if by the latter mibde,
banns are to be pubhshed in cll” { ﬁhd
all fees are likewise to go to. ifie ‘E%ta-
blishment. They, therefore, hdve "'t
served to’ themselves every jportion of't
profits and the power, with the exce éio
of what relates to the mere act of cefe-
brating the marriage itself. 'Uhis hill; t
hope, will pass; at the same time thiat
I wish, as you do ,that ‘marriage should
rather bé regarded as ‘a_ civil cont ra
than as a sacred ceremony. Howeys r t
is perfectly ‘landable and natufah |
after a civil marriage has beéit pe;
people should begin to wish atiout th

the pious members of their con r@@?ﬁﬁﬁf

.that their pastor may breathe overxt'hé

a prayer to heaven, that 1ehgim’1 mﬁﬂr
sanction, and God may. ratify the cqmpact
into which they have just entered.

I regrét to say that in France eﬁ‘orts
are making .to restore the ,prerogatlves
of the EstablisShed Church in that £oun-
try with regard to marriages, by e knig
to make 1t necessary that the ‘matriage
by the priest should precede the' cml
marriage ; the obvious design of which
is to mcrease their own power and au-
thority, and to términate that which, for
a century and a half, has been the bless-
ing of that country.

RomaN CaTnoLics, in this countxy,
labour under comsiderable disabilities as
regards their marriages; and the Bri-
tish Critic” has thought _proper to de-
nounce the same  meddling attomcy
of the name of Wilks, for interfering m
this mattu-, with a view to place them in
a better situation, ‘This 1 consider, no
here at least my sectarign fe ‘fegl-
could not have influenced me, The
poor Irish who come here think _that
marriage is one of the sacraments. of
their Church’ and that, in the eye., of
heaven, their state of life’ czmml’,
blameless, unless it have the bene{lwuw
of their priest.  And why should ngt
such' a marriage have the validity of Ja?
One of the consequences of ufuﬂ,\pg,f at
\ahdlty is, that the workl muw f th ;s
country are filled with, muh.u,
chlldnen, whoe, being in the £Y6 @ ‘f
law llegitimate, ﬁnd a sei;tlemeuf 1;5,

arish where' the weu, born .and caupat
§$ sent 10 Ir B.n H}*"x @53&[,115‘
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| Q,l}ﬁ 3 i1 vmce, and theré are
lbe Iiret.est&ng g,ts opal w.ns, and, In-
epeuglenis, a leve Presbyterians

%H’, zgﬁfe‘ Montreal, a chapel

ependeuts has been, erected
? we: are  refused, the n’hts to

0; jgy Q (nter the dead, and there
m ny peysecqnons do exi
nﬁ@) st§”s Government

be urged and I would put it to
‘th as 5tatesmen. |
talp our placu—-xf we desire still to navi-
gate ‘those vast lakes, let not these afflict-
g demops agnate and annoy !

As to the REGISTRY of BAPTIIMS, some
doubt sml unhappxly exists, and it is the
0 miqm of Mr. Justice Bayfey, a judge
not, Ieg fn:m,ent for his mtegnty than
fm- bxs jeéai sklll that the registry of a
b;lpl;l&tp 1S no registry of birth. ‘I'he re-
gisters of issenters certainly never can
be received in the same way with paro-
chial churches ; the one is a record uni-
versally,re(;ogmzed in the ‘courts, but the
entry in_the registry, in’ Williams’s  re-
gistry, possesses no such force. Dlssen-
ters ought ‘t0’ know the real situation in
which they ‘stand’; ‘and, appnsed of their
peril, I trust theg will join in an attempt
to pxocure Secunty. j

There is another point on which it is
absolutely reqiisite that we should be
incessant in our’ sohcxtat«wns, 1 mean the
repeal of thé Test and Carporation Acts ;
resolutlons, however, on this subject, per-
fectly in unison with my sentiments, will
be laid before you; and it is therefore
the less necessary that I should now en-
lirge upon ‘this subject.' ‘We are told by
the * Quurierly’’ Review® that mauy of
the laws of which we complam are obso-
lete, and are rendered inoperative by the
effect of the atnual Indemnity Act ; but I
majntain that, notwithstanding that act,
these: laws do oppress us most beverel),
and an” Jnstance shall be given, — Mr.
Movniga respectable solicitor at Ten-
teritéh; 10’ Kent, and is much and de-
ser ééd %:' eSteemed by the corporation of

1, and who, on the death of his
I’mﬁ ', Was offered the situation held by
him h that corporation ; yet here the
laws to which 1 have alluded prejudi-
tially interfered, and deprived him of an
ionvurable and lucrauve officé, otherwise
within' his réach.” 'Ihe design’ of the cor-
pmdtioﬁ m '(ins fwom was. wmplgtdy

frustrdged. he uuual Indemmi At
ié’drlnshc no’ u; 3 pr(,vmu& {Q anly
1(%%{ noH -c W glv,eu”%,r) the canpd)-
W‘l ?7‘ ant 1) §s}lmer Ql ad pot
nhfn tlie §‘ 1 Yedeivéd "the au'lmcut
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pectatioys, o ey,e,ryg,man are . {rustrated

whe Joves :hi s Gonscience. and his God
bctter Lhan pelf ' 'Here then is one fla-
glaqt mscahce, at the least, where the
wishes of the corporation, and the hopes
of an honest man, were entirely set at
nought; and am individual was clected
who etherwise could not possibly have
succeeded. Let us then this day, and in
this place, vow that we will never be

satished until not a rcmnant of them

shall remain! It is only by sound ac-
quaintance with the generally diffused
and unceasing. exertions for their repeal,

that we can ever hope to conquer these
oppressive statutes. While they remain,
they will be made instruments for our
injury, and it is only by soundness in re-
ligious principle that we can prevent the
continuance of these wrongs.—1 tarn to
AMERICA. What was theory, is there
'l‘here, there is no state
religion, ‘and there is not a happier na-
tion apon earth—there is not a country
where education and religion are more
eminently diffused! Each denomination
is permltted to celebrate its own rites in
perfect independence, and all live in per-
fect harmony and love! 'There they are
not enlisting huwan power te support
the arw of the Almighty—as though
Ommpotence could not rule over his
own dommton and as though HE, whose
will is deatiny, wanted the withered arm
of man to carry on his work below. I

am glad of an opportuunity of adverting to

this, for it does honout to human nature:
1 will not permit myself to fear that free-
dom will coxtinue to lie under a cloud.
No'! we who have our Bible Socxeueb
thxoughout the world—we who are send-
ing missionaries to every part of the
earth, oug]n not, must not, doubt that
thele is ‘a change approaching when all
its glory, all its ardent and demoustrating
effects shall be fully known. No; we
will. not fear but that the love of liberty,
the love of true and pure religion will yet
burst forth with all its glorious aund retul-
gent licht. In this good cause then I
trust that we shall all advance. When
our old friends have departed, our younger
ones will rally round the standard, and
the inclinaiion to sustain religious free-
dom shall grow iuto a principle. And if
the spirit of oppression should still arise,
It least when departing will say jn the
words of that brave Genera) who lay im-
mortal and not dishonoured, but dyiug
in the dust, ¢ l'eax net the mass. or
oppusinon, but ONWAKpb, ONWAE DS,

qnvwxp;, qnd e.\;pue b Mz IV ilks. sat
c;(md.sq long, loud, yul reiter u!cd
cﬂeermg.
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most ‘Trdpotfant, T tondeqiience " of its
connéxion With religion. He desired to
itipress - the ‘importance of religion in
order to secure -the enjoyment of civil
afid | political ‘Hberty ; ‘religion was the

stirést’ foundation to libeérty, and to her
might bé attribated all the freedom we

enjoyed ; and both would ever flourish
togethét. When a man becaine religious,
he began to feel "his own dignity, and
exclaims, I am an intelligent being : and

would he who thus felt himself to be a

man ‘and a Christian, be treated ‘as a
dog? No; he would demnand and obtain

justice and freedom. Let justice be done,

dnd let every one have justice rendered

to him ! Those were the principles of the
gospel, and the principles of civil liberty.

“The Rev. TimorHv East seconded
the resolution, which was carried unani-
mously. o S

The Rev. JAMEs BENNETT, of Rother-
ham, in rising to move the second reso-
lution, began by remarking, that if the
term ¢¢ Religious Liberty” be censurable,
it must be that it is a pleonasm; for

true religion is always free, and the

truaest freedom is the most religious.
Where true religion is, | the for
of that maxim, ‘¢ If the Son make you
free, then you shall be free indeed.”” But
while he held religious liberty to be the
first blessing which a kind Providence
had bestowed on the country, he was
called upon to express a sSentiment that
the Established Church of this. country
W:gs ‘moore tolerant than K most others es-
ta

but little to ‘the Establishment. It was
ta ‘the trué and enlightened patriots in
the Legislature that their gratitude was
due.’. To the Church they owed none.
Were' Religious Liberty to appear in the
form of a “fair nymph before that assem-
bly, her brow bound round with myrtle—
were she'td be interrogated as to whom
she owed thost—she would say, To the
Third William, and the four Georges,
But while they owed so much to their
princes, were they again to question that
bright seraphim, to whom in earlier times
she owed the continuance of those bless-
ings, she would instantly reply,—"To the
persecuted Puritans ; to their tears and
to their blood I owe my establishment in
this happy land. But if, on the other
hand, Persecution should venture to ap-
pear, should we not say, Haggard fiend,
with thy snaky locks and pestilent breath,
what hast thou done, but created suffer-
ing and woe? But no! L should rather
say, Though I so much detest thee, yet
for some things which thau hast pn‘i_;n'ﬁhf
tionally done, I could alihost rcjoice §n
thee ; because by expelling those Puri-

we feel the force

lished by law, 'He thought they owed

them il Atflerfeds! He Rhad thed asy dy.
covered whidt he hiad nsdrbuforékngiy g
why'in ‘so many countri¢s “thd’ devilWag
worshiped. It must be ‘that that aiey
démon ¥as unintentionally déine so ‘much
good. And if ever thete could be a fiend
whom he might be tempted to #dore, it
must be him whoin he s6 heartiy detested
in the demon persecution. " ‘Bt ’v’v‘hflé‘ﬁé
rejoiced in the strengtli that obevivled
the demons, he could not but retheber
how much was due tg the Royial Hégse
of Brunswick; and théy shoidld offer
constant prayer for the ‘life’ of their
Prince; nor did he’ doubt that ihose
prayers would avail ; for though it was
the maxim of the Church, No pencé no
pater, vet he rejoiced that the gate of
heaven was open to their unpaid prayers
when they said, ¢ God save the King,”
Now it i§ well known, that ‘should ‘the
King of England depart from  the pre<
scribed forms of the Established Church,
he would forfeit his crowh ; dnd’ Could
they suppose that nran is 'miade of ‘such
metal as to forfeit an earthly for ah
heavenly crown ? ‘They had 1o ¥ight to
impose such a necessity ; and ‘he ‘prayed
that the time might come “when the
Kings of England would no longer be
liable to have their crowns snatched from
their brow if they bowed to the dictates
of their own consciénceé, rather than to
the arbitrary mandates of the hierarchy.
Still he felt the most cordial satisfaction
in the persuasion, that this countty pos-
sessed more liberty than auy other, with
one gloribus exception. He could say,
‘“ Englaiid, with -all "thy faults I Jove
thee.”” Andthgugh he had set his foot
ofi anathér' and another shore, he had
stilt felt that he was not at home. His
resolution was, ““that as’ Protestant Dis-
senter§ 'they could not submit.” That
required some explanation. He had
once thought that unresisting submission
was the duty of Chyistians, but mature
consideration had induced him to alter
his opinion. Even our Saviour said, “ If
I have spoken evil, testify against me; but
if well, why $imnitest thon me?*” And when
Paul had been wrongfully imprisonéed,
and the magistrates wished him to’ go
sneaking oat of prison, Paul said unto
them, *¢ They have beat us openly, un-
condemned, being Romans, ant have cast
us into prison, and now do they thrust
us out privily 2 Nay vérily, but let them
come themselves and fetch us ont.”  And
there is another kind of resistance with
which the oppressors should be ‘met—by
love, by forgiveness, and ‘most hearty
prayers, that they might a'_l"tak'e of the
shme  spirit with th’t"ﬁxse?s‘fésﬁ “Did be
wish il to the Established Church, be
shotild say, Interfére nott=letirlicnl go ou

tafis front ouF dwn T, UHGuT AL 1,



- Pratestans Sogiely.:. Speeckeas of Mr, Teynaeqd,agd QW:.

g 4o shed; Church; ani
hma wid shevefore, M*TD@DSW@ o
LEArSRCLEAGE HOUE, steps—aund. seek to,
raxse y,mm chureh, to  geminence by a dis-
play. of . those virtues. held out, by the
agamp}e of Jesus to.all mankind. 3

| h&zgev, JOHN ToWNSEND assured
NEeting,. that so entirely was he the
tieydof ;peace, that.if he thaught the
Spsiesy: tended, in the 1east degree by its
pringciples, Qunstmmon or proceedings,
tp the, promation of discord or disunion,
l}g,wou;d be the; last .to approve or sup-
oty it ; but he contemplated it as an
nstitution formed for protectlon and de-
fence, and principally. of those whe were
unable to protect themselves.
presentation that had that day been made
to them suﬁ(nem;ly estahhshed the im-
portance of its objects, -and the propriety
with which those ¢bjects were effected.
"The cases o,nly of the two ministers ap-
prehgnded at Newport Pagnell, and of
&e Waish couple who had been refused
marriage because they .were Dlssenters,é
were of themselves amply sufficient. to
prove t the utility of the Society. . But for
its assistance those parties never could
have obtained redress. And. thus, while
protectmg the feeble against the mighty,
the Society should by all be justly ap-
proved, And he partlcularly ‘would re.
member, not only the good that it. has
actually performed, but ike evil it has
prevented. Doubtless had it not been for
its exigtence, even worse, instances of
persecution would have occurred for it
was well known that in this bocwty the,
humblest would be able to procure re-
dress, and thus the proudest were cau-
tioned to ¢ Beware.” He knew man
clergymen who were most exeellent a.ng
kind, and who would be as ready as him-
self to dep ecate the varjous instances of
wrong which . others of their body had
performed. He concluded by re-express-
10g his warm attachment to the prmczples
of the Society,, and, his desnre for its suc-
cess.
The Rev, SPEPDING CURWE\I moved
the twq uext resolutious, which were se-

‘%mr&wn «ﬁmﬁan «rB%be WRB X
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z‘he R¢V Dr, CobpmaN, from Ameuca

who assured the meeting that he should
ha,ve hesitated to step for ward upon that
occasjon, had not the kind, affectionate
and llberal sentiments whlch had been
Lx[;wsscd in reference, to his belgved
coyntry, really compelled him to appear.
l%‘l though an American, it afforded him
b ghw,t pleaswre to address a Chair
y“a} em er otJ the {31 itish Paxlla.-

ith, unwmmon ple ure he had
’jtﬁl}{]ed at phe ccpn y 4}1 ad listgn-
‘r lm‘oyu(? W (,] oq.ulrugl,
}H‘n‘ylﬂ mpmm rght to thc Juminons

‘The re-

Y. ognent

~ . > mthers.and his
active. apd., pious_hro! ¢Fx in the city of
Paris, would. t0:him, be' gver dear. De-
scended.. from.: ?ungau ancestors, and
coming from 3 pant of the world which
wds peopled by the Nonconformists of

this country, e copld not but rejoice in
the establishment, of a Society for the
support. of s those principles for which
these holy men, left their native shores,
and planted the.standard of the cross in
the western woxld. The meetmg would
be now persuaded to rejoice with him,
when he assured them that in A4merica
there was no need for the establishment
of such a society ! There every denomi-
nation enjoy the same ri ghts and privi-
leges. "Theve, he thanked Geod, no ques-
tion would arise as to the emancipation
of any body—for there every man, whe-
ther Ca.thohc or Protestant, Episcopalian,
Presbyterian or Baptist, or of any other
denommdtlon, is eligible to serve in the
highest offices of state. And no evil
had been produced; but effects precisely
the 1everse ,-—-and he would eonclude
with an expression of his ardemt wish
that Religions Liberty would prevail, an-
shackled and complete, in every countly
throughout, the world.

The Rev JoserH FLETCHER, M. A,,
in proposing the next resolution, observ-
ed, that the atmosphere was oppressive
-—-but. it was the atmospherc of liberty !
He felt that duller should he be than the
dull leaf that grew on Lethe’s banks, if
he did mot willingly take a part in the
proceedings of the day. 1t had been well
remarked, that religion aud liberty must
ever be mnmately allied, and that in
their true principles they were identified :
—where religion was received, liberty
would be permitted—and where liberty,
with its moral and religious influence,
was established, religion would be per-
manent and secure. He could not but
regret the existence of such a Society as
the present—or rather the necessity for
its existence. And yet he must mingle
rejoicings with his lamentations, that, in
the midst of such dire necessity, an agen-
¢y so powerful and efficient had beep
raised up. Thus when God intended the
serpent should be strangled, he provided
the strength of an Hercules for the
achicvement ;—and thus, when a brood-
iug darkness was gathering over the King-
dom, and' the gread puuuple‘s of hbcxty
were, exposed to innovation, this S()(;ugt;x
argse to establish them op a proper PPSAS\,\
qmd by, t}ts effectual and efficient. ﬂpcra‘-

tigny,, 1o form the only compensatiop that
cau f?{‘ ucencd for  the Wrongss, mgg; L‘}l
and. the evils Lnduu - He rejqice fi{
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forsly, $he ,poweatul. #md. tonstant advo-
cate of civil and.religious liberty, and he
Jooked,. with: confidemce to his support
when  the great question concerning the
Test. and. Corporatien Acts should be
brought - before the British Senate. He
kuew the value of conscience—he felt
that liberty was indeed the most invalu-
able possession—that liberty gave the
flower-fleeting life its-lustre and perfume ;
hence that the cause of God can never
require the petty bulwarks of man for its
sipport—or human efforts retard the
growth of {Aat kKingdom which is not of
this world, He mentioned that the Bi-
shop of St. David’s lately called on Dr.
Boothroyd, an author and Dissenting mi-
nister in the North of England, con-
versed with him of literary subjects, and
walked with him to his carriage at the
inn ;3 observing, when complimented on
his coundescensjon, There is no aristocracy
in the republic of letters! He wished the
sentiment to be applied to the Christian
world—he would wot undervalue the
splendour of rank—he would not pluck
a laurel from the brow dignified with the
wreath or the coronet—but when he en-
tered the church of God, he then felt
that there should be no aristocracy, that
they had one Master, even Christ, and
that here all men were brethren. -

After several other gentlcmen had ad-
dressed the meeting, Dr. BrowN said
he must ever maintain, that the mere
right to worship God according to the
dictates of his conscience, no man daring
to make him afraid, was not all that
could be desired or deserved—he could
not think ¢Aat liberty which imposed any
disabilities for matters of faith. He never
looked to the word toleration without a
feeling of degradation. He regretted that
an unaccouutable backwardness pervaded
the minds of Dissenters in the assertion
of their rights, and in the vindication of
their characters. He contended that for
talecnt—for wealth—for independent and
patriotic principles, the Dissenters were
not a whit bebhind their brethren of the
Church. He remembered that Howard,
with whose character he was intimately
acquainted, was exposed to all the penal-
tics ., of the Corporation Act. He was
liable to a penalty of £500 for taking on
himsclf the office of Sheriff, yet he did
take it, and it was the acceptance of this
office,. with all its peualties, that led to
all his subsequcut and philanthropic and
godlike enterprises.  He then adverted
to the difficulty which existed as to the
Register of Births. The only effectnal
remedy which, as far as his expericnee
weat, was, that the father of a family
should Insert in his will the date of the
birth of his children—that could be pro-
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the Ghair,ne, flkad by eperwho was uni-

duced in aicourt of justice ; and’Hé Yol ed
that it would beadopted, till'somié Biefer
mode could be devised. He mnioved the
resolution with great satisfaction. Hp
had seen men of legal eminence and high
rank occupy that Chair, and he was glad
that now some of their legislators came’
to hear what it was they required; and
he doubted not but that the Honourable
Chairman would, when the important
time arrived, stand forward to advocate
their cause. | ‘ |

The Rev. Mr. Dwi6nT, from America,
assured the meeting, that till theén bhe
knew mnot that any occasion for such a
Society existed. He had once, when tra-
velling in Switzerland, been mistaken for
an Englishman—and having at Lausanne
met with one who had been banished
from his country for his attachment to
the cause of God-—he said, as an En-
glishman, ¢¢ Give me the liberty of a.
British monarchy, and not the liberty of
Switzerland oppression.”—He told them
that in England no man could suffer on
account of religion, every man could
preach any where what he believed to be
the word of God; and when he heard
the statement that day made, he remem-
bered that conversation, and could not
but think, Where was he? Surely not
in England ! 'There could not be such
things in the country from which he was
descended. In America there was no
persecution for religion; all there was
free, but with one exception, the African
Slavery. But he must in her defence
say, that she was bound not to interfere
in that for a period as yet incomplete.
In America there could be no refusals to
marry ; if the minister of one sect re-
fused, you had but to go to that of ano-
ther, or to the magistrate, let him be
Jew, Mahometan or Heathen, it mattered
not: churches were open to all—and
every American possessed an equaliza-
tion of right, and a community of privi-
lege. _ | N

The resolution of thanks to the Chair-
man, proposed by Dr. Brown and the
Rev. Mr. Dwight, was rcceived with re-
peated acclamations, and the whole of
the vast assembly rose to express their
approbation in a mest distingu‘iéhed’q’i_fl"('1
ner. \ | | e e R

The Cnairman assured the ﬁid@t’fﬁgx

that his feelings could not 'bciéﬁéi)’réﬁsﬁ,{d,
On ordinary occastons he mniight “utter

fluently his acknowledgments, or receive
approval with some consciousress of de-
sert; but that praise from an assemply
S0 numerous, respectable, intellectual,
aud  well principled, afforded him @
pleasure he could not describe;  "The in-
terest excited bythe information ¢ommu-
nicated and the vast cloquetice (,lisplayt‘-d;
Irad never been surpassed; and-hit should



Intell ég’enm;wﬁkwm;ﬂ@k@e | rmd’ﬁ&aﬂw&mm' whggdétution.

o) kithe honpur of presiding ab thad
gm;}ggbt, HiproRddst; eircong.
Q ?, 1 e.,

St@%ﬂ%{ 3t 4f langaage comld
ill express.the emotions he felt, he
wppld ende,wour hereafter to evidence
eir m;ens:tzx by the;better eloquence of
geds.,_, By his honoured friend, their
exceﬂ m: Secretar,y, they had. been ‘INe
1at ‘he was a member’ of the
F,fst}‘gg 1ed Ghuxch, yet from his youth
a‘d&be@\n the friend of Religious Free—
dom, and conscientiously disclaimed any
approval of, . what was denominated . the
j;pé G reh. . He was no High Church-
YRy, DOX could. any. person in that room
mare, dlshke ar deplore the doctrines and
conduct which that party taught and. dis-
played. The true interests of the Church
they could never promote,—for high as-

sumption would™ disgust. and repel many

whqm,, jmoderal:gon and Christian charity

olg Jfetain .and attach. The impres-

szve ,s@temenb to Wthh he had listened

wy;b. ap.gager ear, and an anxious heart,

wauldsconfirm. his dislike, and make him

hqid perfect toleration, or rather perfect

Religious Liberty, additionally dear.

e almost partook the astonishment
which the gentleman from America de-
scribed; but felt a shame and sorrow
which he trusted no native of America
would ever kuow, Though aware that
wrongs are often done from acrid preju-
dice, and by petty power, he had no con-
ception that such abuses cxisted, and that
there was such cause for complamt. He
had heard the too long catalogue of igno-
lance and bigotry with displeasure and
pain,
ruption to public worship, by unlawful
demands of tolls—of taxation for the
relief of the poor sought to be charged
tor buildings raised by true beunevolence,
for the preaching of truths that lessened
the number of the poor, and gave to the
necessitous their best relief !

But that in England, Dissenting teach-
ers should be scized and sent to the
Tread-mill —that interment should be re-
tused to the departed—and that rites of
marriage should be withheld, were events
Of which even in his moodiest moments,
he had never dreamt. Of the persons
guilty of those deeds he was morc dis-
posed to speak in sorrow than in wrath.
Pity prevailed : he regretted that any fa-
tuity should lead to such results, and
thought that prohably the contempt that
musy follow an such deeds might be pu-
nishinent cnough. 'The necessity and
importauce of that Institution who could
doubt? Now public opinion too had a
gteat and just authority, and the exist
Cuce of this Iustitution, and their publi-
Cation of such deeds, would either
vent thoir recurrence or. epsure redress.

¢t he mast. hope liberal principles and

Could he have thought of inter-

pre~

aitene:toleviatospingd Md o 'de’éi
thoaghit: W}h&msé@ﬁéa%eﬁ ex E!tég
and though -tHeve e datk lélduds ’?é
the sun of knowledgd Wi dﬁﬂ ‘did ﬂé
new and brighter beatiy, J428- 84

clouds would ¥e dispeltedi’ 04" ezfemz
education he lated‘ a'gieat ¥eHanbe!" “A
well-instructed people’ coiild 1ot Be slaves
or bigots ; and "he should -ever stiivé to
promote on libéral principles thié mmiver-
sal .and religious educatxon of the" obr.
In the resolution of the meéting as to
the Test and Corporition Acts, he con-
curred with all his heart. ‘No d}ﬁ' t‘t\n_ce
of religious ceremonies or opinionss Efd
exclude from office; or’ ledtl to A" rmoiid-
poly of power. - Those acts were founded
in injustice, and their retention could
only be intended as an insult to the great
and useful portion of the people who
were thereby oppressed. - That - insult
ought to end. Too long ‘had - thie Dis-
senters allowed those acts to remuin—
various and good reasons might have de-
lJayed their exertions, buat’ thosé ‘circim-
stances have now ceased ; and a general
respectful, but hearty dpphcauou for their
total abrogation should wow be made,
nor should they be daunted if they did
not meet with immediate success. Agam,j
again, and again, should they renew their
applications ; and the righteous cause of
a body so great and so respectable must
finally prevail.. And whenever the appli-
cation should be made, his principles, his
iuclinations, his gratitude, would all in-
dace him to afford his support. Renew-
ing his acknowledgments for the pleasure
xecelved and the honour conferred, the
Chauman retired amid universal acclamd-
tions, and the meeting was di‘SSolve’d |

The newspaper from wlnch we take
this report says, with self-evident truth—
“ Mr. JouN SmitH, the Chairman, is not
Mr. W. Smith, M. P., for Norwich,” and
adds, ¢ but is M. P. fox Medharst, bro-
ther to Lord Carrington, and uncle to
the Hon. R. Smith, M. P., for the county
of Bucks.”

.« e

Shr opslzu e, Cheshire and Smﬁ"ordslnre
Unitarian Association. -

Tur Third Half-yearly Mczting of this
Assaciation was held at the Chapel on
Dclamore Forest, on Tuesday, the 27th
of September. [At the last meeting, held
at Nantwich, Mr.Bakewell of Chester pro-
posed that the next mecting be held at his
chapel, supposing that it would meet the
approbation of his congrewatioq and; plo.-,
bably: coutribute to the- ?Lﬁ\)anéculébt of
the cause of trath in that city. " n coin-
municatingthiy dedi oyl ﬂm pr véd,
nont bbjdesed. " ’Bhﬂ’aﬂ P iyh’ét I3 W"” >
enguged  to preqch; tm'l ‘pabiie ‘ﬂo‘tt%c
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given, some individuals signified their
disapproval of such a meeting, and their
minister, finding that he could not re-
move their objections, consented to an-
nul all the arrangements that had been
made. It being so near the day appoint-
ed for meeting when this unexpected
opposition was made, there was scarcely
time for making other arrangements, nor
any possibility of giving proper notice of
those which were hastily made. 1If any
persons were disappointed, this explana-
tion, it is hoped, will exculpate the per-
son who gave the notice that the meeting
would be held at Chester. In justice to
the Chester congregation it must be men-
tioned, that nearly twenty of its respec-
table members attended this meeting to
testify their approval of the existence of
such Association.]  In the morning there
was a public service at the chapel, the
devotional parts of which were conducted
by the Revds. Green and Ashton, and the
sermon was preached by the Rev. J. G,
Robberds, from John x. 30, <1 and my
Father are one3”” shewing that the One-
ness of Christ with the Father was not
that of essence or nature, but of will, de-
sign, and co-operation, in effecting the
glorious purposes of the Gospel. The
argument was clear and powerful, illus-
trating, by a happy reference to other
parts of scripture, the meaning of the
passage under consideration. In con-
tending for the truth, the preacher
earnestly sought to produce impressions
cheering to the mind and improving to
the heart. Should this sermon ever
make its appearance in print, it will be a
valuable tract to put into the hands of
those who so confidently declare that
God and Christ are orne Being; and of
those too, who, having embraced cor-
recter views ou this controverted subject,
have yet to learn the practical value of
Christ’s declaration, ‘1 and my Father
are one.”” After the usual business of
the Association was transacted, the
friends, both male and female, to the
number of forty-five, repaired to a small
village, about a mile distant from the
chapel, to partake of a friendly dinner.

fn?eﬂ{g'knce.-Mz‘wellaneous‘.--C*érrespﬂndqnce.

The circumstances under which e
meeting was held at that place led to 5
general expression of opiniou with regarg
to the utility of forming and supporting
such associations. Duriug the afternoop
the meeting was addressed by Messrs.
Robberds, Hincks, Bakewell, Hawkes,
Astbury, Cooper, Ashton, Philp, Green,
Marriott, and Johnson. Most of the
persons who attended the morning ser-
vice, with several straungers, went, to the
chapel in the evening at half-past six,
The Rev. J. Marriott conducted the de-
votional service and read the Scriptures ;
and the Rev. W, Hincks preached from
Eccles. vii. 10, ‘“Say not thou, What is
the cause that the former days were bet-
ter than these? for thou dgst not inquire
wisély concerning this.”” The words
declare the object of the preacher, viz. to
shew the superiority of the present over
former times in respect to the improve-
ment and condition of mankind.

BicHARD CARLILE is said in the news-
papers to have been let out of goal with-
out fine or bail. We understand that a
petition was sent to the Secretary of the
Home Department, for his release.—Ap-
plication has been made to the present
Lord Mayor, (VENABLES) to put a stop
to the Christian Evidence Sociely, meet.
ing in Cateaton Street, under the conduct
of a Mr. Taylor, formerly a'clergyman,
for the sake of impugning the doctrines
of Divine Revelation. The worthy ma-
gistrate states that similar applica-
tions had been made to his predecessor,
GARRATT. He says that the ‘¢ irreligious
coriduct of the persons promoting the ob-
jects of the Society is disgusting in the
extreme—but that he does not entertain
the slightest intention of noticing the
communications made to him in any other
way than by expressing publicly his con-
tempt for the Society, about which $0
much unnecessary alarm had been felt.”
'This appears to us to be the right course.
Had the same wise policy been adopted
with regard to Carlile, he would vever
have been looked up to either as a hero
or a martyr. | |

CORRESPONDENCE.

Communications have been received from Dr. Evans ; Messrs. W. Johns; A

Clarke 3 and H. R. Bowles :

and from Spectator ; A Berean; and C.

The sugeestion of a General Index to the Twenty Volumes of the Monthly Repo-

sitory is under consideration.

—*—.

ERRATA.

P. 596, col. 2, line 2 from the top, for ¢ Scldon,’”’ read Selden.
- — 602, col. 2, 17 lines from the bottom, dele the inverted commas.
— 602, col. 2, 11 lines from the bottom, add, ¢ Vol, 1. pp. 360—362."
ety

€
-





