
THE MONT HLY REPOSITORY
AND

REVIEW.

NEW SERIES , No. IV.

APRIL, 1827.

Among the mass of manuscri pts in the hand -writin g of Leibnftz which
are preser ved in the Electoral (now Royal) Librar y at Hanover , it had been
rumou red that ther e was one entitled Systerna Theolog icum, in which he had
defend ed the doctrine of the Romish Church. During the existence of the
Westphalian government , a Frenchman of the name of Emer g, who had
heara of this report , obtained the manuscri pt and transcribed it with a view
to publication ; but he died before he had accomplished his purpose, and it
was edited at Paris with a translation , after his death , in 1819. From some
cause or other , the original was not sent back to Hanover in the general res-
titution of French spoliations after the overthrow of Napoleon ; at least in the
summer of 1820 it still remained at Paris. No reasonable doubt exists as to
its genuineness. It has been re-published in Germany with a translation
by two Professors in the episcopal seminar y at Mentz , and a preface by a
former professor at Heidelber g, tendin g to prove that Leibnitz was at heart
a Roman Catholic ; and has excited some interest among the members of
the Lutheran Church , to which Leibnitz always professed to belong. At the
present moment , some notice of it may not be without interest to the En-
glish reader. We must premise , however , that we know the work only
throu gh the medium of an article in the Jenaiscke AUgemeine Litteratur -
Zeitung fbr November , 1822.

Leibnitz is well known to have wished earnestl y for the re-union of the
Romish and the Luthe ran Churches , and to have teen engaged in a long
corres pondence with Bossuet on this subject. It is not wonderful that
such a wish should have been formed by many persons in Germany in
the latter half of the seventeenth century, when we reflect what miseries had
been inflicted on that country in the earlier part of it by the war of th irty
years , the consequence of the Reforma tion . Leibnitz had previously carried on
a corres pondence, tendin g to the same result , with Pelisson, a conver ted or
apparentl y converted Huguenot, who enjoyed at that time considera ble re-
putation as a fine writer "in France ; and the Bishop of Neusta dt on the part
of the Roman Catholics, and Molanus, Protestant abbot of Lokkum , near
Hanover , on that of the Lutherans , had proceeded so far as actually to have
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agreed on twelve arti cles as a basis of re-union . (See Butler's Life of Bos-
suet, Work s, Vol. III. p. 242.) Molanus havin g conducted the negociation
thus far , appears to have resigned it to Leibnitz. His views differed in some
respects frorn those of Rfolar jus. Bossttet distinctly declar ed that the Church
of Rome, thou gh she might shew indul gence in matters of discipline, would
not yield a single article of faith propounded by the council of Trent ; whil e
Leibnitz , aware that there were some of these articles to which the Lutherans
could not assent , wished that the re-union should take place provisionally,
these points being reserved to the decision of a general council, to which , if
fairl y constituted , the Lutherans should promise to submit. After a corre-
spondence which lasted ten years bet ween Bossuet and Leibnitz , the plan
was ultimatel y aband oned, and tjie Catholic writers char ge Leibnitz with hav-
ing caused its failure by hfe presumption and double-dealin g—an imputation
from which Mr . Butler , in the passage before quoted , declares that in his
opinion he stands free. The corres pondence to which we have refer red termi -
nate d appar ently in the year 1701, If we knew the date of a letter of Leib-
nitz to Ernest , Land grave of Hesse- Rheiri fels, we might be able to decide
whether the work of which we are speakin g be that referred to in it or not .
" Je veiix," says he, " dresser un jour quelque ecrit , sur quelques points de
controverse enlre les Gathoiiques et Protestans , et s'il est approuve par des per-
sonnes judicieuse s et moderees j 'eri recevrai beaucou p de joie. Mais il nef aut
p as qu\on sache en aucune f agon que V auteur rCest p as dans la Commu-
nion Momaine . Cette seule prevention rend les meilleures choses suspectes. "
There Is every probabilit y that the work lately published is that which Leib-
nitz here declares his intention of comDOsiner. The manner in which themi* aac ueuicires iu§ im,enuou oi composing. iue muuu ^F m wiuca uie
doctrines of tlie phurch of Rome are viewed, is precisely that which would
be required for the conpealjment which fye deemed necessar y in order to ob-
tain an unprejudiced hearin g. The inscri ption " Systema Theologicum.
Leibnitii" was notj placed on the coyer of the volume by Leibnitz himsel f,
(it has no internal titlej but was given hy some one who recognized his
hand -writ ing and designatjed ^he worl  ̂

accordin g to its contents * Aj^e pro
-

ceed to mention wfeat these arei
In regard to what are cabled the mysteries of religion, Leibnitz Ipiad alread y

declare d his opiniori in the Discours dp la Conformi te de la Foi avec la Rai-
son,

^ 
pr e$xi?d to his Th^pdicie, that tbe. doctrine p£ the Trinit y (to which he

adds cre^on ajid the distinct knowledge on the part of God of an infinity of
things at once) ^5 afy)ve ' reas pif, hut not contrar y to it , so that it canno t
demonstrab ly  he proved ijalse. jn pur suance of the same mode of ar guing,
fie contends in ' thi s \vorjf, that the itoctrine of Transubstantiation cannot be
dernonstrateif U) be fak e, Oxi ginal sin J ^e 

thus defines : " Peccatum originate
genus hominum in primo pare nte invasit ; i. e. contracta est pravitas quaedam
qu^e facitji qt homines shit ad̂ bene agendum segnes, ad male agendum
pronipti

 ̂
o])nuhilato ihtellectu, sensibus vero praevalentihus. Etsi ai^tena

$nima pyra a. Dep emanat (neque enira adhuc an i ma rum [proba bly imp u-
ritas. 1$ to be inserted ] intell igi pptest) tamen vi uuionis cum corpore ex pa-
^entum vitiq prave constituitur  ̂ siye per connexionem cum ext,ernis peccatum
orjginale seu dispogitio ad peccandum in e  ̂exoritur. Ata

^
ue ita facti sunt

omnes filii irae et cquc^usi mb peccato et in exitium praec ipites ituri , nisi
nja^& IJJei ^Vi  ̂su^vent ur ; nop eo taroe n extendenda est vis peccati ori-
gihpj^, \xi parvu li, cjui niillum actua le peccatum conimiserunt , damuen tur ,
^uerA^dmodum rn l̂ti yolunt : mb justo eiiim ju dice Deo, nemo aine culba
bu  ̂miser esse pote&t.' - fy m are divided intp venia l and , deadjy, under tne
letter hpip  ̂under stood those " quee malo animo et cpwtm conscientlain ex-
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pressam et virtutum prind pta menti insita , admi ttantur. '* The controversies
respiting conversi on and justification , and the merit of good works , are thus
prtfnotfnced upon : i( Quamvi s a Deo sit excitatio et auxilium tamen in
horaine semper est alfqua eoopera tio, alioqui dici non posset,' eum egisse.
Utrum autem ipsae vires bonos motus efficiendi in irre genitis sint fractee an
tantummod o impeditao , valde inutiliter et frigide disputatur —omnib us homi-
nibus gratiam dat Deus sufficientem hactenu s, ut posita modo ipsorum volun-
tate seria nihil amplius ad salutem eorum desideratur , quod non sit in potes-
tate. " The Calvinistic doctrine on this subject is controverted , and the dispute
whether justification consists in imp utatione meriti satisf actionisque Christi ,
or in j ustitid habituali inf usd; he pronounces useless, as both are equally
necessar y. A similar decision is passed on the controvers y respecting the re-
lative value of faith and charit y—" fides est caritatis requtsitum , caritas fidei
complementum *" Good works are essential to salvation ; "quatenus in seria
voluntate consisJunU" Of ascetic prac tices and monastic orders it is observed ,
that the world might derive great benefit from the existence of an orde r of
men devoted to contemplation and works of mercy or public instruction , pro-
vided abu ses were restr ained and the controul of the Supreme Pontiff exerte d
to make them subservient to the design of their founders and the benefit of the
universal church. The char ge of idolatr y is repelled from those who use images
only in the way which the author allows, referrin g every thin g to God ; and
reason s of prude nce are ur;ged why the attem pt to put them away from the
churches would be una tfvisable. On the same ground , and with the same
explanations  ̂ the reverence of saints , and reliques may be allowed, and the
use of the prayers of the former in aid of our own.

Upon the whole, it will be evident, we think , that this work is ra ther curi ous
as connected with the personal history and character of Leibnitz , than valuable
as thro wing any new light upon the important subjects of which it treat s. It
proves that Mr. Butler was right in attributin g to Leibnitz a sincere desire to
promote the reconciliation of the Romish and Lutheran Churches ; and , indeed,
it is hard to see what should have prevented such a reconciliation , supposing
Leibnitz fairly to represen t the feelings of the Lutheran s, but the unwillin g-
ness of the Romanists themse lves to accept that rational inter pretation of
their own doctrines , which Leibnitz labours to devise for them. There have
always been enlightened ijnen among them , who have held the doctri nes of
the. Church in that moderate and comparative ly unobjectionable form in
which they qxe h#re exhibited ; but they are widely different in the minds of
the generalit y, ai^d] even Bossuet must have found them fall short of his own
standar d of Ort sho^xy^ as the projeq* of a re-union failed when carried on
between, Leibnitz ancj irimself. We must doubt, however , if the great body of
the Luth erans even in that age could have been brou ght to sanction the con-
cessions which the cour tly philosopher was willing to make on their behalf .
Reconciliatio n appears to have been both in theology and philosophy a
favour ite scheme of Leibnitz , and he had before endeavoured to make peace
between Plato and Aristotle , as now between Liathei and the Pope. In
the pursu it o£ this tatte r object, he labours to diminish as much as possible
the existing ^^ fferences ajid repr esent them as being in themselves what , in
ajl proba bility, they were to him, unimportant diffe rences in words ; but
though some Luthera n princes might from motives of policy wish to see the
schism closed which weakened the forcfc of German y, and some Protestants ,
ignorant of #*$ true principle of their own secession, might wish; to find
themselves again in <?ommuoion With the ancient Church , we cannot believe
tjnat a general r^-wioj* could ev#ft then have been accomp lished. Every
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year which has since elapsed has shewn more stron gly the impractibility of
such schemes of comprehension ; and the only union to which the Christian
philosopher now allows himself to look for ward is in the spiri t and practice
of the gospel—not in rites , discipline, or even doctrine.

K«

To the Editor.
Sir ,

I rejoice to see a spirit of curiosit y respecting the religious histor y of
Ireland manifestin g itself so earl y in the New Series of your Repositor y ; and
I am willing to infer , from your insertion in the number for Februar y of
your Corres pondent 's queries on the subject of the Convocati on and Articles
of the Church of Irelan d, that you will admit into your pages such informa-
tion , in reply, as may be found correct in itself, and conveyed in a spirit
consistent with the tenor of your valuable Miscellany. Guided by these
views, I therefore send you a tew gleanin gs on the subje ct of the Irish Con-
vocation.

I may be permitted to premise , that the materials for illustratin g the eccle-
siastical histor y of this countr y are extremel y scanty. The general histories
of Ir eland that are published touch but slightly on this branch of the subject ,
and that too in a most partial manner. The lives and state papers of our
chief governors , prelates, or statesmen , that have been given to the world ,
supply a few incidental notices that materiall y correct the prejudiced and
defective accounts of professed historians. But this is aU that an inqui rer
into this important portion of his count ry's histor y has to guide him in his
search. We have not the invaluabl e treasures of unpublished man uscripts,
which the British Museum presents to the student of English, and the Advo-
cates ' Librar y to that of Scottish Histor y, and which so amply re ward their
most laborious invest igations. Trinit y College in Dublin , indeed , possesses a
very extensive and valuable collection of manus cri pts : such, at least , is the
popular belief. But we must remember " omne ignotum pro magnifico ;"
and never was a treasure more waril y guarded and more successfully with-
drawn from genera l circulation. Even thi s magnificent librar y of books is
inaccessible to the stran ger or the uninitiat ed for any useful pur pose. It is
closed most rigorously on every saint' s day and holiday throu gh the year ; not
a venerable mart yr , or confessor , or impostor, is there in all the Popish ca-
lendar , that is not thus honoured by this Protes tant universit y ; and before
you make use of the book s, an oath or two of reasonable dimensions must be
first digested. But its man uscri pt-room is the Corinth which it is permitted
to few to enter ; and if it be rich , but f ew of its treasures can be detected
even in the works of those who had dail y access to it: — witness Leland , the
historian of Ireland , who was himself a Fellow of the College, but whose
work presents few trace s of minute or diligent research. We are , therefore ,
much cra mped and bounded in our illust ration of any portion of our ecclesi-
astical histor y on which a' stran ger may seek information. We can do .little
more than brin g before him extr acts from what has been alread y published,
without pretendin g to add any thin g new. This will appear more clearl y in
the following gleanings ; and it must plead my excuse if they prove insuffi-
cient to satisfy the laudable curiosi ty of your corres pondent on the subj ect to
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which they refer. In that case I trust this attem pt will only be the precursor
of some fuller and more satisfactor y account than my limited readi ng enables
me to compile.

In England , in the earli er stages of the Reformation , convocation s sat re-
gularl y with each new parliament that was assembled ; but it was a consider-
able time before any were summoned to meet in Ireland. Whe n the Iris h
Parliament met in 1536, there were not in the kingdom Protesta nt clergymen
sufficient to constitute an ecclesiastical assembl y, and the states men accord-
ingly legislated for the infant church with a severit y and intolerance that
would not have disgraced the most zealous convocation. Durin g the rei gn of
Edward VI. the Lord Deputy was averse to calling a parliament , and the Re-
formation was pressed forwards by royal proclamations alone ; and the par-
liaments that met in the reigns of Mar y and Elizabeth were deemed fully
sufficient to regulate all religious matters . The reformed doctrines had ,
indeed , acquired such a limited ascendanc y by reason of the injudicious
measures employed in their propagation , that there existed no necessity for
the expedient of a convocation where there were few to govern , and still
fewer to assemble. At length , in 1615 , the Reformati on had advanced
so far , and the Church acquired so much stabilit y, that a convocat ion was
directed by James I. to be held at Dublin. This assembly, the fi rst of the
kind in Ire land , was called princi pally with the view tha t the Church might
be furn ished with that necessar y and inseparable appenda ge of an establish -
ment—a confession of faith ! The Irish clergy would not adopt that of the

_ _ _ _ _ ^Jv ___  _ ^

English chur ch, lest this might imply a subserviency to its authorit y, or com-
promise their honour and independence. But a new confession was proposed
to be drawn up, and this task was assigned to Dr. James Usher, afterwards
the celebrated Archbisho p of Arma gh. When completed , it consisted of no
less tha n one hundr ed and four articles ; it was unanimo usly adopted , and is
singular from its comprising many of those tenets tha t were then characteri stic
of Puritanism . I refer the reader to the observations made on these articles
by Neal in the second volume of his Histor y of Dissenters ; and to the con-
fession itself as given at lar ge in the appendix to the same work . Leland , in
his Histor y of Ireland , seems to reflect on Usher for introducin g his Cal-
vinistic princi ples into the confession , and makes this characteris tic remark —
" And without any condescension to the sentiments of King James , he
(Usher ) declared in one ar ticle, that the Lord 's-day was to be wholly dedi-
cated to the service of God." Weak and presum ptuous man ! To dare to
think differentl y from the Head of the Churc h, even on a point of such infe-
rior importance ! This certainl y is high-church doctrine.

This convocation , however , left its legitimate work very imperfect. For it
enacted no canons , those clerical expedients for persecution ; and its only
penal clause was the last, which declare d, " that if any minister should pub-
licly teach any doctrine contrar y to the ar ticles agreed upon, he should be
silenced and deprived of his promotions. " Wha t was defective, however , in
the proceedin gs of this assembl y, was not long after amply supplied. In
1633, Wentworth , Earl of Strafford , was made Lord Deputy of Ireland ; a
promotion which he owed as much to the patrona ge of Laud as to his own
abilities. One of the first objects of his adm inistration , accordin g to the
suggestion of his patron , whose abho rrence of Calvinism and Puritanism is
well known , was to obtai n the abolition of the obnoxious confession of
Usher , and bring the Church of Irelan d to adopt the articles and discipline
of that of England. A convocation, the second in Irelan d, was there fore
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summoned for this purpose iu 1634 ; and by it, throu gh the dexterous ma-
nagement of Strafford , and contra ry to the inclinations of the majority of the
clergy, the XXXIX Articles were adopted, and a selection of the English
canons, to the number of a hundred , made for the regulation of the Irish
Churc h. In this assembly many non-con forming divines sat as members.
Indee d, were it not foreign to the object of this paper, it could be easily
shewn, that the majority of the clergy, especially in the province of Ulster ,
were of Presbyterian principles. Mr . J ames Hamil ton , nephew to Lord
Clanabey and minister of Ballywalter in the Co. Down, afterwards of Dum-
fries and Edinburg h, was a member of this Convocati on ; and Joshua Hoyle,
D. D., afterwards a member of the Assembly at Westmin ster , also sat in it.
Summar y accounts of its proceedings may be found in Lelan d, Book v.
chap, i., and in Neal, VoL II. page 231, last edition. But they who would
wish to look behind the scenes, and get a glimpse of the secret springs of its
public acts, will find ample gratification in the first volume of Stratford 's
State Letters. The letter of the Deput y to Laud , describing the manne r in
which he cajoled the Lower House into his measures , is worth y of inser tion
in the Repository on several accounts , but its great length prevents me giving
it a place here. In addition to its interest as exhibiting a singular specimen
of political maneuvering and clerical tameness and submission, it is this
letter that contains the celebrate d clause afterward s produce d, I believe, with
great effect on his trial ,— '* so as npw I can say the king is as absolu te here
as any prince in the whole world can be, and may be still, if it be not
spoiled, on that side."

The ecclesiastical authorities were not slow in brin ging into operation the
penal enact ments passed by this assembly. The nort hern bishops in parti -
cular soon began the work of silencing, fining, and impri soning all who dis-
obeyed their orde rs or refused to render entire conformity to the newly-
formed canons of the church. Their dominancy, however , was of short
durat ion. The rebellion in 1641 destroyed the influence of that party ; nor
did it revive till the restoration placed them on their former footing, and gave
them power to lord it once more over God's herita ge. Scarcel y had that
event taken place, when a convocation, the third in Ireland , was summon ed
to meet with the Irish Parliamen t in May, 1661. It sat but a short time, and
again assembled in Jul y, 1662, as we learn from the following letter written
to the Pri mate by two ministers in the city of Der ry. These desired to be
excused from attendin g the convocat ion—" because of the cathedral not
other wise in this scarcit y of ministers likely to be $upplied, and for the herd -
ing of schismatic s who run abou t predicants in this diocese. Some fourteen
days since I seized upon a- squinted fellow, one Smith, who had played his
conventiclin g freaks in the stree t the week before. Examined him before the
Mayor ; but such a piece of ignoran ce and impudence (thoug h I have met
with many thick-skinned foreheads in my time) I never grappled with before.
He slipt our hand s and ran the diocese; wherever he comes I fear he is of
pernicious aspect. I have heard since that he was Corb et's chaplain who
was lately hanged, dra wn, and quartered. " JVbte. —Miles Corbet sat at King
Charles ' trial , and signed the warra nt for his death , for which he was exe-
cuted this year at Tyburn. Of the proceed ings of th is convocation we have
no record , thou gh it continue d to sit occasionally to 1666,

The revi val of convocations in England in the commencement of Queen
Anne's reign, led to the same measure in Ir eland. In September , 1703, the
Iri sh Convocation was, fy x the fourth time, summoned with parliam ent ; and
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thou gh it continued to meet at inter vals for six y&rs* its only public act Was
a Declaration vindicating them selves from the gr6 whig suspicions of their
being disaffected to the cause of the Queen. Their sittings were mostly
employed in those frivol ous discussions, conducted \n that intemperate tone,
which is so proverbia l in clerical assemblies. They were for a long time
occupied in discussing the question , whether the verger or the actua ry of the
Upper House was the proper person to brin g messages to the tower. It is
singular that the Archbisho p of Tuam was the only member of this assembly
who sat in the one held in the reign of Charles II. The convocation was
again constituted in Jul y, 1711, under the patrona ge of the Tory adorin is-
tration that had just entered on the government c£ Ireland , and their addre sses
to the thr one, their only acts, were worth y of the part y that had given them
this brief existence,—When a new parliam ent assembled in November , 1713,
the convocation was, for the sixth and last time , summoned ; and on this oc-
casion its members distin guished themselv es by .becoming the champ ions of
the Lord Chancellor Phi pps, the great abettor in Ireland of Sacheverell 's part y.
They presen ted an Address to the Lord Lieutenant in favour of the Chan-
cellor , in order to counteract one that had been presented by the House of
Common s for his removal from office. At the presentation of this Address ,
a circumstance occcured which shews the temper of those times. On their
enter ing the presen ce-chamber at the castle, Mr. Molesworth , a privy coun-
sellor , who happened to be present, said tp some gentleme n near him—
" They who have turned the world upside down are come hither also." He
was overheard by the clergy , who took fire and complained of the aspersion
to the Lords , The Lords desired a conference with the Commons on this
supposed breach of privilege ; but the latter treated the mat ter with indif-
ference. The ministr y, however , viewed it in a different light, and , to the
disgrace of their part y, removed 3\J r. M. from the privy council. Since this
period I do not find that the Irish Convocation ever again met for business .
The Bangorian controvers y in England, in 1718, appears to have convinced
the House of Hano ver of the inexpediency of continuing these turbulent and
unmana geable assemblies either there or in Irelan d. How the rights of the
Irish Church in the matter of their convocation were disposed of at the
Union, I am not civilian enough to ascertain or illustrate.

In this rapid survey of Irish convocations your correspo ndent " Clericus
Anglicus " will, I trust , find sati sfactor y answers to his late queries on the
subject. He will learn the number and nature of the original articles of the
I rish Church-r-t he time arid manner of their being summarily exchanged

^ 
for

those of the English hiera rchy—the periods at whicli the Irish convocations
have sat since the Reformation , ana the fact of their autho rity, thou gh still
existing dej ure, having been, as in England , silently superseded ckfacfo ,

Roping this communication m&y be worthy of a place in vour Repository,
and be the means of exciting further curiosity respecting the ecclesiastical
history of this countr y; I reinain your obedient servan t,

CiERICU S HIBERNU&
Qarr ickf ergus, Februar y 17, 1827..

Iri sh Convocations. 239



[Concluded from page 99.]

Not at all entering into Dr. Maltby's fears of the dangers of u the over-
curious and restless spirit of research," by which " points, long since ad-
mitted by the general consent of wise and good men," are probed and tried,
and being well assured with him that in the result, " the grounds of our
belief will have been more completely sifted and more accurately understood ;
that the substantial interests of truth will have been promoted, and the
purity, as well as genuineness, of our sacred records, in the end established
on a still more solid and durable foundation"—we proceed to notice the mode
in which he has entered upon the controversy, the previous history ot which
we have somewhat developed. He takes up the hypothesis of the author of
the Palseoromaica without any intimation of its previous history or existence.
" The object," he tells us, " of that paradoxical production, is to shew that
almost the whole Christian world, from the time in which the Scriptures of
the New Testament were composed, up to the present day, has been involved
in one common and monstrous error respecting the language in which they
were originally written ;—and that the Latin was not only the more natura l
and proper language at that particular period for books designed for general
instruction, but also the language in which they actually first appeared."

The principal portion of Dr. Maltby's Sermon is directed to the denial
and disproval of one of the leading propositions of the Palaeoromaica—"that
it was natural and proper, and therefore probable, that the various books of
the New Testament should be written in Latin, not in Greek." After ob-
serving upon the objectionable nature of this species of argument founded
on antecedent fitness against a supposed historical fact, Dr. M. proceeds to
shew concisely, but by a most unanswerable chain of facts, the prevalence of
the Greek language among the Jews, and the absence of all proof of the use
by them of the Latin in any single instance. Passing by the general and
undoubted use of the Greek tongue throughout a large portion of Asia,
which may, indeed, be c6nsidered as the cradle of its literature, he observes
that, after the Macedonian conquest, Syria became, as it were, naturalized to
the language of the conqueror ; and that all the country surrounding Pales-
tine, every city to which the Jews were carried or which they inhabited,
spoke a dialect of Greek more or less pure ; that every probability is in
favour of their adoption of the language of the country where they resided,
and that we know for an undoubted fact that they certainly did so at Alex-
andria ; that all history bears us out in asserting, that whatever knowledge
was possessed by the Jews, besides the dialects of Hebrew, was decidedly
Greek and Greek only ; nay, that the writers in Greek were more numerous,
as well as distinguished , than those in Hebrew or Syro-Chaldaic. The
apocryphal books of the Old Testament, with few exceptions, were Greek,
and a version of the Old Testament itself had been called into existence by
its usefulness and, in fact, necessity. The same dialect became consecrated
to the service of religion, and there is evidence that the law was read in it in
the synagogues, and that the Jews studied it at home and were familiarized
with it in their communications abroad. One thing is certain, that there is
no proof of any one work written by a Jew in Latin.

Dr. Maltby then proceeds with a concise account of a series of Jewish
writers using the Greek language. The names of Philo, Josephus, and
Justin of Tiberias, satisfactorily close the list. The argument pn this head
is thus summed up :

( 240 )
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" I have now brou ght down a regular series of Jew-Greek writers , beari ng
no inconsiderabl e proportion in point of numbers to the more celebr ated
Greek autho rs of the same time whose works are extant ; that is, from the
time of Alexander to the reign of Vespasian. Surely it is a decisive proof
of the prevalence of a language amon£ those to whom it was not stri ctly
native , if you can mention so many writers of Jewish origin among those to
whom Greek was a native language. But I must extend the ar gumen t
furt her , and say if there were , as might be expected , a far greater number of
native Gr eeks known to have written durin g the same period , is there any
instance whateve r upon record of any wr iter of Jewish origin, either prior to
the time of Augustus or for some centuries after , composing and publishing
any one work in the Latin language ? The Greek tongue was that to
which those Je ws who lived in Gree k cities must have been habitu ated. It
was the language to which all Jews whatever , whether living in Palestine or
elsewhere , became habituated in consequence of the translati on of their
ancient Scri ptures into that tongue. Can any man then , knowin g the actu al
circumstan ces of the dispersed Jews , contend with any shadow of proba bi-
lity, that Latin was the language in which it was most natural , and ther e-
fore p robable, that any Jewish writers should express themselves ?"

The remainde r of the Discourse is directed to a brief consider ation of the
reasons , or rath er of some of the reasons , by which the hypothesis of a
Latin original of the New Testament is supported , in contradiction to the
established fact that Jewish writers in and after the time of our Saviour , if
they did not write Syro-Chaldaic , could have wri tten , and did in reality
write , in no language but Greek. In this branch of his ar gument Dr.
Maltb y very properly relieves himself at once from the onus of maintainin g
the universality of the Greek tongue, against which so much of the Palaeoro-
maica is direct ed, but which really has scarcely any thin g to do with the
question , except in a very modified way. Histor y certainl y proves the
Greeks to have been possessed of an extensive indigenous literatur e, which
they cultivated to the exclusion of all others ; and it also proves the Latins
to have been a servile race of imitators and translato rs, and this surely is
enough to thro w presumpt ion on the side of what has hitherto been consi-
dered admitted fact. To come still nearer , to Syria and the neighbou rhood
of Palestin e, we shal l find Juvenal expressly enumera ting the stran gers from
those parts as brin ging to Rome itself the manne rs and language of Greece :

Non possum ferre , Quintes ,
Graecam urbem ; quamvis quota portio faecis Achaei ?
Jam pridem Syrus iu Tiberim defluxit Orontes ,
Et Unguam et mores, et cum tibicin i chordafc
Obli quas , nee uon gentilia tympa na secum
Vexit. Sat. in. 60.

Dr. Maltb y next proceeds to deal with the grand position of his opponent ,
that it was proper, and therefore probabl e, that St. Paul should address his
Epistles to the Romans in Latin. Repeating his protest against any priori
reasonin g in contradiction to fact restin g on the concurrent testimony and
assent of ages, Dr. Maltb y asks, first , what ground there is for assumin g that
St. Paul could write Latin at all ? And next , why, if he could, it was so
proper or necessary that he should write his Epistles to the Romans in Latin
and not in Greek ? To whom did he address himself, to Jews or Gentiles ?
To Hellen izing Jews resident there , it is conceived ; both as being the first
converts at Rome, and as being a read y medium of communication with
others ; bearing in mind also that ,those who contend that these residents at
Rome could not read a Greek Epistle , must also conten d that they were
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ignoran t of the Old Testament itself ; for how but in Greek could they have
read it ?

The case of the Epistle to the Corinthians stands on somewhat similar
grounds , with this di fferenc e, that there is no reason to believe that Corin th ,
althoug h restored and colonized by Caesar after its devastation by Mum mius,
has any title to be considered as what can be properly called a city of
Romans or Latins , or as inhabited by persons speakin g exclusively the
Latin language, sti ll less as remainin g at the distance of a centur y unac-«
quainted with the Greek language, though in the vety heart bf Greece and
Grecians . Reason and probabilit y will assure us, that the main population
of such a city must always have been or would soon become Greek ; that
the Roman settlers (if, indeed , they were properly Romans at all) would
soon amal gamate with the populat ion of the countr y ; and that the persons
likely to be the earliest Christia n converts would be of the same descri ption
as in the other cities, particularl y of the Easte rn portion of the empire.

One frequent cause of misunderstandin g on the importan t question dis-
cussed in the works before us, appears to rest on a similar mistake to that
to which we have before alluded , and which every one is apt to make , in not
sufficientl y distinguishing the state and uses of the books now composing the
New-Testament Canon in the early periods of Christianit y, from what we
now see and feel. We are apt, unconscious ly, to tal k (as the author of the
Palaeoromaica just ly observes , that the accuser s of the ancient heretics for
rejecting this or that canonical book always talk ) " as if the New .Testa-
ment in its proper form had been published at once by some Jerusalem
bookseller at a cheap rat e, had been advertised in newspapers and reviews,"
and , we may add , read in all churches and chapels as a combin ed and mu-
tually dependent code. Our Saviour and his disciples lived in J udea, and
taug ht and talked in the vernacular language of their countr y ; their earliest
converts used that same language for the ordin ary pur poses of life ; why,
then , it is said, do we find the earliest records of revealed truth , the sacred
books written for their religious instruction and for the conviction of the
unbelieving multitude , in what was to a certain extent a foreign tongue ?
Now, what evidence is there that these sacred books were primaril y intended
even for such purposes as the books of the law were used for in religious
exercises ? As a collection it is out of the question ; but even singly, are
not their composition and subsequent use in the churches facts which would
naturall y arise only as time removed furth er back the peri od of actual oral
relation from eye-witnesses of the trans actions recorded , and out of a gradual
analo gy to the use of the ancient Scri ptures in the Jewish synagogues ? At
the period , then , at which the necessity, the demand (if we may use the
expression) for these writin gs would ari se as evidence of the truth , what was
the situation of the church ? It was a rapidly increasin g one among the
Gentiles and Hellenized Jews scattered over the Easter n and Grecian pro -
vinces of the empire, all more or less using the Greek language, and already
possessing their ancient Scriptures in that tongue ; but it was a more con-
fined and gradual ly declining churq h as identified and incumbered with the
local customs, language and law of Jud ea. Then is not the received notion
of the facts as to the Scriptures written for such a church , actuall y accordin g
in the strictest sense with this state of thin gs ? There was one Gospel ori-
ginally Written in Hebrew or Syro-Chaldee , the call for which in that form
so speedily passed away; that all tra ce of the Original was soon lost in a
Greek version. There were fow other histpricfiil books all written in Greek ,
m adapted to the then situation of the great majorit y of the ctyprch , and par-
ticularl y of those portions of the Geitfile cpnverte for wisose infortattati , as
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more distant from the scene of actual evidence, they were peculiarly wanted.
There were epistles in Greek addressed to the leading divisions of the church
established in Heathen countries, between whom and the expatriated Jews
Greek was, as far as we can see, the only adequate medium, particularly as
being the language of the current versioti of the Old Testament. The very
doubts which have always existed about the original language of such an
Epistle as that to the Hebrews, is, in our view, characteristic of the position
of the members of that nation, whom dispersion in foreign countries and a
relaxation from their ancient law and institutions were every day tending to
amalgamate with the Christian converts from other nations to such an ex-
tent as, in a short time, wholly to efface the distinction.

To return to Dr. Maltby:  we shall be happy to see the continuation of his
promised series of Discourses on the Original Languages of Scripture. He
intends, it appears, to give peculiar attention to the Hellenistic Greek, and
no one can read the Palaeoromaica without feeling convinced (whatever he
may think of the hypothesis on which its author has chosen to hang his
observations) that there is a great deal to be done in elucidating that subject,
a,nd that there are very many most important anomalies in the present text
to discuss and illustrate. He will come best prepared to sift the comparative
influences of foreign tongues upon this species of Greek, and to explain the
process by which some of the very peculiar constructions and solecisms
which the author has pointed out arose, who brings to the task the most ex-
tensive knowledge of the different languages prevalent at the time ; and in
this respect we have already observed that the author of the Palseoromaica is,
with all his industry and ingenuity, in a great degree deficient. He has,
however, collected a store of interesting materials into which we have not
yet entered, but the details of which we shall be glad at some future period
to follow Dr. Maltby in investigating. §#

To the Editor.
Sir, Hackney, March 6, 1827.

Some literary inquiries connected with Servia and Poland having lately
led me to correspond with several Slavonian men of letters, I have gathered
together the following facts respecting the Transylvanian Unitarians, which
it may be desirable to record.

In Transylvania and Hungary their present number (January, 1827) is
between 40 and 50,000, or about one forty-fourth of the whole population,
which amounted by the last census to 1,972,000. Literature is in rather an
inactive state in Transylvania, and for some time no very distinguished
author has appeared. The Unitarians enjoy liberty of faith and worship,
and possess a College, (Collegium,) not a University, at Klausenburg, which
is in a flourishing situation, with about three hundred students, under the
care of three Curators, (who do not interfere with instruction,) one Rector,
four Professors and seven Teachers. The Unitarians have also two Gym-
nasia , one at Thorenburg, the other at Szekely-Keresztur. The number of
head-churches which they occupy is one hundred and ten, and there are
fifty-four branch churches or chapels. The principal authority is ttiat of a
superintendent. The Unitarians who were formerly scattered over Bohemi^i
and Poland are now extinct, their descendants having conformed to tfoe Cak
vinistic creed. J« B.
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The object of the present communication will be to determine the au-
thenticity and credibility of the prophetical writings contained in the Jewish
Scriptures ; and the importance of this object m ust appear evident to all
who feel interested in the fate of Revelation ; for, if these books were not
the productions of the persons to whom they are attributed, or it they were
written after the events of which they are said to contain predictions, not
only would the Jew and the Christian lose all advantage which the argument
from prophecy furnishes, but the Unbeliever would have j ust cause to
triumph in its failure, and might reasonably enough contend that the system
which stood in need of such artifice, to secure it a favourable reception in
the world, must rest upon a tottering and precarious foundation.

It must be confessed, indeed, that all the direct evidence of which the
subject admits is derived from Jews and Christians, whom the ignorant and
the prejudiced may regard as incompetent witnesses : nor can it be for a mo-
ment doubted that the evidence would have been more complete, and more
likely to have carried conviction to the mind of the unbeliever, if a catalogue
of Heathen testimonies could have been added to those which are furnished
in such abundance by Jewish and Christian writers. But the absence of
these, it may be presumed, is sufficiently accounted for by the peculiar cir-
cumstances of the case ; by the character which the Jews maintained as the
chosen people of God through a long series of ages ; by their comparative
indifference in making proselytes to their religion ; by the language in
which their sacred books were written being but little known among hea-
then nations ; and by the destruction, in ages far remote, of those works
which alone could have supplied the desired testimony. In cases of histori-
cal inquiry, however, we cannot expect all the exactness of mathematical
demonstration. If the evidence adduced be unimpeachable as far as it goes,
nothing further can in reason be expected. Nor is it very material, in an
investigation like the present, whether the evidence be furnished by Hea-
then or by Jewish and Christian writers, since the sources from, which it is
derived, and the indirect manner in which it is supplied, afford the most
effectual security against fraud or collusion. Had all the authors to whom
reference will be made by and by, written with the intention of proving
that which it is the object of the present communication to establish, it would
have been but fair to receive their testimony with some degree of caution ;
but, so far were some of them from aiming to prove the authenticity and
credibility of the prophetical writings, in the references which they made to
them, that they uniformly took these points for granted, as matters about
which no doubt ever had existed or ever could exist. Our sources of infor-
mation on the subject are neither so clear nor so copious as theirs were;
but, if we can trace the writings in question backwards through a regular
series of periods, and prove that they have always been received as the pro-
ductions of those to whom they are now ascribed, the utmost demand of cu-
riosity will be satisfied , and their authenticity will be confirmed by the most
undeniable evidence-

It will be admitted on all hands that the descendants of Abraham, not-
withstanding their dispersion over every part of the globe, both civilized
and uncivilized, have always kept themselves a distinct people, and enter-
tained the deepest and most rooted abhorrence of the Christian name.
The former of these facts is confirmed by our own daily observation, com-
bined with the testimony of historians and travellers, whose veracity has
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never been disputed, and of the truth of the latter we are furnished with
abundant proofs in the writings of Christian Fathers and Jewish Rabbins.
Hence, then, it follows that for a period of more than eighteen centuries the
best possible security against a joint fraud! has existed in the irreconcileable
enmity which has subsisted between the two parties ; both of whom have
nevertheless preserved, with the most religious care, the books of the Old
Testament, and appealed with confidence to the writings of the Prophets in.
particular, as affording the strongest corroboration of their respective notions
concerning the character and offices of the Messiah.

The Jews, it is true, have sometimes been charged by Christian writers
with having corrupted their prophetical books, and the charge has been
maintained with great ingenuity and learning by Whiston and Dr. Henry
Owen.* A summary of the arguments used by these and other writers,
who have embraced the same view of the question, may be seen in " Ge-
rard's Institutes of Biblical Criticism." f From a review of these arguments,
however, allowing them all the weight and importance which their advocates
are disposed to claim for them, it appears that the alleged corruptions con-
sist only of slight alterations in the text, and do not by any means affect the
credit due to the prophetical books generally. The shape in which these books
have been transmitted to us is precisely that in which they were received by
Jews and Christians nearly two thousand years ago. Amidst all the dif-
ferences of opinion which have existed as to the interpretation of them, and
their application to particular persons and events, no writer of any cele-
brity has ever thought of calling their authenticity in question, or of assign-
ing the composition of any one of them to a later period than that in which
its reputed author lived, with the solitary exception of the book of Daniel ;
and the grounds upon which the authenticity and credibility of this book
have been disputed are of too singular a nature to pass entirely without notice.

The prophecies of Daniel extend through a long period of history, and
point out in the most clear and distinct manner the fall of successive king-
doms, upon the ruins of which the kingdom of the Messiah was to be erected.
They contain, however, such particular allusions respecting place and time,
and correspond so exactly with the events to which they refer, that Porphyry,
a heathen writer of the third century, and a great enemy of the Jewish and
Christian religions, not being able to resist the evidence which they supplied
in favour of Divine Revelation, was led to regard them as historical narra-
tives, written after the events of which they contain such a minute and par-
ticular outline. This Porphyry was the author of a work, consisting of Mteen
books, which had for its object a refutation of the arguments usually urged
in defence of Judaism and Christianity; and the twelfth of these books was
expressly directed against the authenticity and credibility of the book of
Daniel. The prophecies relating to the Persian and Macedonian kings were
so exactly accomplished, that he found it impossible, in any other way, to
overcome the diffic ulties which they presented. He compared them with
the writings of the best Greek historians, and attempted to shew, that they
corresponded so exactly with the events, as related by these writers, that
they could not possibly have been written prior to the events themselves.
He denied, therefore, that the book which goes under the name of Daniel
was written by the Daniel who flourished during the Babylonish captivity,
and contended that it was the production of another Daniel, who lived in the

* See Whiston 's " Essay towards re storing the true Text of the O. T., " Pro-
position 12 ; and O wen 's " Enq uiry into the present State of the Septuag int Version
of the O. T., " Sect . 2—9 .

t Part II. Chap. I. Sect. II. § 740.
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thn& of Antiochus Epiphanes. He maintained also, that the par t relatin g to
the times precedi ng t)ie reign of Antiochus was true, but that all which had
a reference tQ any period subsequent to this was false. The main reason
assigned by Porphyry for this sweeping charge against the book of Daniel, is,
tha t its auth or could not have known what was to take place in futurit y,̂ -
quia futur a nescier it ; * and truly this summar y ar gument might, without
tear of contr adiction , be pronounced unans werabl e, if it could be proved that
a revelation of future events is impossible. With the aid of a concession like
thi s, it would not be difficult to subvert the whole fabric of revelation , by
undermining the, authprity and credit due to Isaiah , Jeremi ah, Ezekiel, and
the rest of the prophets, as well as DanieL Let it he taken for grante d that
the Deity has laid down a plan, from which it is not in his own power to
deviate, and there is no inference , however wide of the truth , to which the
admission might not lead. As long aa th0 Unbeliever does no more than
complain of the darkness and obscuri ty of th£ predict ions contained in the
Sacred Writings , and the difficulty of tracin g out their accomplishment with
any degree of exactness, there is some prospect of bring ing the general ques-
tion to a satisfactor y issue one way or the other , by mut ual concessions and
explanations ; but when the possibility of a divine revelation of future events
is denoun ced as an absurdity, ar gument ceases, to be of any avail.

^.t the beginning of the last centur y the objections of Porphyry were
revived by the celebrated Antho ny Collins, in an anonymous work , entitled ,
" The Scheme of Literal Prophecy considered ," and were ably refuted by
Chandler in " A Vindication of the. Antiquity and Autho rity of Danie l's
Prophecies "̂ to wfyich " Vindicat ion" the reader who is anxious to obtai n
furt her informa tion on t&e subject may be referre d. The objection s of the
Schemajist, which w^re eleveji in number ,, received separate answers from
the pen of th# Dissentin g divine, who subjoined eight arguments to pro ve the
antiquity of the book of Daniel, and critical remarks upon three of the most
interesting passages contaiBecl jn the prophetical parts of that book ; viz.
il 44, 45; vii. 13, 14; ix. 24—27.

This long digression concerni ng the, book of Daniel having, in some mea-
sure , cleared the way f ox a, more profitable discussion of the genera l question,
lej, us now proceed to adduce the testimonies by which the authenticity and
cred ibility of the whole of ttie prophetiqal writings may be proved. These
testimonies , may be convenientl y arranged under, the six foflowing heads,
which will carry us back , step l?y step as ijt were, to the very period in
whiclji some of the books in question were; published; :

1. The Jewish Talmud.
2. The Works of the Christ ian Fath ers.
3. The Writin gs of Ph ^lo and Josepfius.
4. The Books of the New Testament,
5. The Alexandrine or Septuag int Versipn.
6,. The BqoHs of the Oid Testament.
1. The Talmud is a collection of ancient J ewish traditions , consistin g of

two part s, called the Mishna and the Gemara. The Mishna contai ns the
text , and the Gemara the commentar y. The former is said to have been
compiled in the second centur y, by Rab bi Jehudah Hakkad osh. It is some-
times called the Talmud of Jer usalem, and sometimes the Talmud of Baby-
lon, according to the commentar y which is annexed to it; one of these
commentaries havin g been supplied by the Jews of Juda pa, and the other ,

* S. Hier onymi Opera , Colon. 1616, Tom. TV. p. 495, Prosem. in Lib. Comment .
Dani elis.
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after the expulsion of the Jews from that countr y, by those of Babylon.*
These Talmudieal writings contai n all the books of the prophets, thou gh not
in precisely the same order in which they stand in our English Bibles ;—a
qjrcumst ance which it will be necessar y to explain by observi ng, that the
Talmudi cal doctors divided the books of the Old Testament into the three
following classes: (1) the Law, called illin* containin g the five books of
Moses ; (2) the Prop hets, called E3>KQi, which were subdi vided into two
parts , the former containin g the books of Joshua , Jud ges, Samuel, and Kings,
and the latte r those of Jeremiah , Ezekiel, Isaiah , and the twelve minor pro-
phets ; and (3) the remai ning books, called C3Qiro r contain ing Ruth ,
Psalm s, Job, Proverbs , Ecclesiastes , Canticles , Lamentations , Daniel, Ezra and
Nehemiah in one book , and Chronicles, and amountin g in all to twenty-four
books.f In most of the Talmudi cal writings an inferio r rank is assigned to
Daniel ,J partl y in consequence of a fanciful notion which pre vailed among
the ancient Jewis h doctor s that prop hecies were never committed to writin g
out of Judaea , and part ly on account of the high estimation in which the
early Christ ians held that book and the use which they made of it in their
controve rsies whh the Jews. These Talmudists say, that Daniel lived in the
Babylonish court in a style of magnificence inconsistent with the simplicity
of the prophetical charac ter, and that the medium throu gh which future
events were made known to him was inferior to the other modes of revela-
tion specified by God in his add ress to Aaron and Miriam (Num. xii. 6—8) ;
but $ey admit that the Daniel who is mentioned by Ezekiel, (xiv. 14,
xxyiii. 3,) and wl\p flourished during the Babylonish captivity, was favoured
with divine communications , and that he was the author of the book which is
insert ed in the Jewish canon under his name.

2. Among the Christian Father s none <Jevot;ed so much attenti on to the
study of the Jewish Scriptures , and none, therefore , are so competent to give
evidence on the present question , asOri gen and Jerome .—Origen was at the
trouble of collatin g the copies and correctin g the text of the Septua gint Ver-
sion, a work of great labour and inestimable value ; and Jerome , in like
manner , undertook the revision of the oltj Latin versions of the Jewish Scri p-
tures , and afterwards executed, witi? great abi lity, a complete version of the
Old Testament into Latin. Both these fathers published catalo gues of the
books of the Old Testament. That of Ori gen is preserved by Eusebius in
his Ecclesiastical Histor y,§ and that of J erome form s the substance of the
celebrat ed Prologus Galeatus ,(| generall y prefixed to our modern copies of
the Vulgate. Jerome , who took great pains lo make his collection , adopts
the threefold division of the Talmudists , but makes the whole number of
books twenty-two , to corres pond with the number of letters in the Jewish
alphabet. The order \n which he mentions the later prophets differs like wise
in a slight degree from that of the Talmud , and is as follows : Isaiah , Jere-
miah , Ezekiel, and the twelve minor pro phets. The book of Daniel is
placed by Jerome among the Chetubim or Hagiographa; but his catalo gue
embraces all the prophetical books. Ori gen places Daniel before Ezekiel ,
and , accordin g to our presen t copies of Eusebius, omits the book containin g
the writin gs of the twelve minor prophets,. This,, however, must be a mis-

* Marsh' s Lectures , Part II. p. 128, and Butler 's Hone BU>Uc», Vol. I. pp. 10—12.
t Bava Bathra , fol. 13, 14, ed. Venet. 1548. See Eicjihorn 's Einleitung in das

A. T. Band I. § 56.
X Yet Daniel is reckoned among the Prop hets in some Talmud ical books. Vide

MegiUa, cap. U. J acchiades in Dan . i. 17. Gray '8 Key to the O. T., Dublin ed. 1792,
p. 332.

§ Lib. vi. cap. xxv. K H ieron. Op. Tom. III. p. 287.
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take on the part of Eusebiiis himself or his transcriber , because, at the com-
mencement of the quotation , Origen makes the number of books twent y-two,
where as, in the catalogue itsel f, he enumerates no more tha n twent y-one.

- To the testimony of Origen and Je rome may be added that of Melko,
Bishop of Sar dis, of whom little is known among modern readers except the
name , but who, nevertheless , stood high in the estimation of those who lived
near his own times, and whose evidence in the present question is particu-
larl y valuable , his catalo gue of the books of the Old Testament being more
ancient than that of any other Christian wri ter upon record. Melito is
placed by Cave in the year of our Lord 170, and is mentioned with honour-
able distinction by Jerome , in his " Cata logue of Illustrious Writers ," and
by Eusebius , in the fourth book of his Ecclesiastical Histor y.* His infor-
mation respecting the canon of the Old Testament was collected durin g a
jour ney into the East, of which he gives the following accoun t in the preface
to one of his works consisting of short extracts from the Law and the Pro-
phets : " When I went into the East, and was upon the spot where these
thin gs were formerl y preached and done, I procured an accurate account of
the books of the Old Testament , a catalogue of which I have here subjoined
and sent to you. There names are these ." Here he proceeds to spe-
cify the names of the books, and , although his catalogue diffe rs in one or
two minute parti culars from that which is given in our common English
Bibles, it contains all the prophetical books includ ed in the present Jewish
canon , which it enumerates in the following order : Isai ah, Je remiah, the
twelve minor prophets, Daniel, and Ezekiel. 4?<f? S7

(To be continued.) J/2?̂y

She is gone to the land which mortal eye
Hath never yet glanc'd on;

To the regions of bliss beyond the sky
Her pure , pur e soul is gone !

And there shall she live in endless day,
As the years of eternit y glide away.
She was not made for this world of woe :

Her angel form and look
To little of this dull scene below,

And too much of heav'n partook.
She seem'd like a saint from a brighter sphere ,
But sent on an errand of mercy here.
Now back to that land of bliss she hies ;

Her embassy is o'er;
She has join'd the concert of the skies ;

She has gain 'd her native shore ;
And a crown of glory gems her brow ,
And the spirits of light are her sisters now
Then weep not , ye who are left behind ;

The friend for whom ye sigh
In the regions of blessedness ye shall find ,

The heavenl y wor ld on high !
And there , as eternal ages glide,
Ye shall dwell in glory side by side. J. C. W.

* Cap . rtxvi .
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The Dissenters of England constitute the most important body of Pro-
testant dissidents from an Established Religion that is now to be found in
the world . There is, probabl y, an equal number of perso ns holding the like,
faith , observin g similar rites and united in nearl y the same discipline, in the
United States of North America : these are , indeed , from the old English
Dissentin g stock : they occupy the same position that is maintai ned by the
Dissenters of England relative ly to their fellow-christian s ; but they staad in
a very different relatio n to their countr y, which is to them " a nursin g
mothe r," while England is to her Dissentin g population a hard and jealous
stepmother. This feature in the character of the mother -countr y, unplea-
sant as it is, makes the English Dissente rs of mor6 consequence in the Stat e
than the same number of Churchmen , or than a much greater number of
persons living under an impartial government. They deri ve no importance ,
however , from their ancient families, or from the rank and tit les of their
members. Nobility is extinct amongst the Protestant Dissenter s. One of
the sons of nearl y the last Dissentin g Peer , Lord Barrin gton r lately died in
the princely see of Durham , which he had held for five and thirt y years.
The last nobleman , we believe, that made an avowal of Nonconformit y, was
the Lord Willoughby, of Parham . One or two may yet remain who are
occasionally ̂ seen, preservin g their incognito, in the meeting-house. In the
last generation it \pas- by no means uncommon for bot h Scottish and Irish
peers to join the worsh ip of Dissenters in England ; their childre n are poli-
tically wiser , and do not suffer religion to stand in the way of the objects in
pursuit of which they visit the Metro polis.* Some few baro nets are said to
linger on the Dissentin g threshold. Two of them in our own day have
ascended Nonconformist pulpits* The families of these semi-noises soon
find tha t they are not at home in the conventicle ; and the unsuitable con-
nexion is gradual ly loosened , and is dropped as soon as the dissolution of
earl y friendshi ps will allow it to expire with decency.f The same descri p-
tion applies to countr y gentlemen. With a few honourable exceptions , the
owners of large estates and manors have sunk away from the Dissenters and
settled down into quiet conformit y. Nonconformit y, then, is not to be esti-
mated by acres. —On the other hand , commerce and manufact ures have
poured their full proportion of wealth into the Dissentin g communit y,
amongst which may be pointed out the merchants tha t are princes , and the

* This chauge , or at least dismission , of a religious profession , accordin g to local
convenience , is said not to be confined to this class of persons. Gentlemen from
the Unite d State s of America , who boast of thei r descent fro m the Pilgrims y and
make a figure at home in churches framed upon the liberal Dissenting model , are
seldom known on visiting England to shew any pref erence for Dissenting worshi p,
or even Dissenting society. Some of them have , notwithstanding, thoug ht them-
selves qualified on their return to describ e, for the information , if not the gratifica-
tion , of their countrymen and bre thren , the character of our Dissenters. —Nay, we
have heard Unitarian past ors complai n that the more opulent members of their
churches sometimes put in abeyance , for thre e months of the year , the reli gious
princi ples which , at some cost and with no small opprobrium , they act upon during
the other nine.

f Electionee ring purposes have been hereto fore answe red by the declared aban-
donment of the Dissenters on the part of candid ates : yet it used to be reported that
a certain City Baronet , who was the head and chief of Toryism in the Corporation
of London for a great number of years , sometimes caught a vote by avowing that
he waa bred a Dissente r and still paid an annua l subscri pt ion to a meeting-house.
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trafficker s that are the honourable of the earth. The times in which their
fortune and influence have beeft acquired have hot demanded the renuncia-
tion of their faith and worship ; and the still growing liberality of the age
Tiolds out a prospect of their continuance in their religious profession, and of
their families being a counter-balance to the numerous secessions which in
less propitious days weakened the Dissenters in political importance. It
may be thought to give some plausibility to this speculation, that there is at
present as great a number of Protestant Dissenters in the House of Com-
mons as have appeared there since the Revolution, and as marked a dispo-
sition in the House to listen with indulgence and respect to the Dissenting
claims, whenever those claims are brought before the Legislature ; though
it must be admitted, and the admission is not creditable to the Dissenters,
that a Dissenting grievance is rarely'represented even in the House of Com-
mons, and never directly and always faintly.

Numerically, the Dissenters of England are an important body. No
census has been taken of them, nor are there any tables of their congrega-
tions to which we can refer ; but they were many "years ago^computed by
some of their well-informed leaders to consist of not less than two millions
of persons, and of late they have increased far beyond the ratio of the growth
of the population of the country. Every Dissenter is a religious worshiper ;
his character is derived from his place in some congregation. In common
parlance, all that do not frequent meeting-houses are Churchmen. This,
however, is a very unsatisfactory criterion of strength for the Church of
England. The unclassed absentees from her communion consist of unbe-
lievers and scoffers, of immoral men, of those that are indifferent to all reli-
gion, and of the lowest orders of the people, whose ignorance and wretched-
ness incapacitate them for opinions and moral feelings, and banish them
from all the assemblies of their decent and serious countrymen. Of those
that attend the Established worship, multitudes are led by habit rather than
by any preference for which they can assign a reason ; a considerable
number are disaffected to the political constitution, the discipline and the
doctrines of the Church ; and not a few are accustomed to j oin occasionally
and with approbation in the worship of some one or other of the numerous
sects of Nonconformists. Measured by actual and stated attendance upon
religious services, the number of Dissenters is equal to that of Churchmen ;
and taking man for man we should say that the Dissenters form by far the
more active and influential part of society in the middle ranks of life.
Amongst them religion is considered as a personal concern, and the terms of
their communion, the style of their preaching, their forms and orders, and
the spirit of their social intercourse, tend to interest the individual in the busi-
ness of the party, and to excite him to zeal, and to move him to undertake
his proportion of labour for the common object. The circumstance, besides,
of his being relatively to his country and to a considerable number of his
neighbours a Nonconformist, puts him of necessity into an attitude of de-
fence, and obliges him to arm himself with texts and arguments. A sectary
(we use the word of course innocuously) is likely to become a proselytist ;
in some cases, he can defend himself only by carrying the war into the
enemy's territories. In the degree that he is sensible of suffering injury for
his opinions or worship, will self-interest prompt him to strengthen his own
position by drawing over converts. Higher motives may also sway his mind,
and he may feel it to be an imperative duty to promulgate what he believes
to be divine truth, and to assert the claims of pure scriptural worship. From
whatever cause it originates, the habit of thinking for himself, and of main-
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Gainin g an individual character , and of prosecutin g seriously Some important
object, will inevitabl y raise a man to a state of superior ity amongst the
thou ghtless and indifferent . In point of fact, we apprehen d it will not be
disputed , that throu ghout England a great part of the more active members
of society, who have most intercourse with the people and most influence
over them, are Prot estant Dissenters. These are manufacturers , merchants
and subst antial tradesme n, or persons who are in the enjoyment of a compe-
tency realized by trade , commerce and manufactures , gentlemen of the pro-
fessions of law and physic, and agriculturists , of that class particularl y who
live upon their own freeholds. The virtues of temperance , fru gality, pru-
dence and integrit y, that are pro moted by religion Nonconformit y and
sectaria n peculiarities , assist the temporal prosperit y of thase descri ptions of
persons, as they tend also to lift others to the same rank f com the humbler
classes of society. If the wealth y soon quit the Dissenters, they are Dis-
senter s whilst they are becoming wealthy, and this is the period durin g
which they are most valuable members of any communion. When their
moral ener gy is exhausted , they may settle into habits of conform ity, with-
out subt ractin g any weight from the church which they quit , or addin g any
to that which they join. Churchmen are often surprised at the si^ht of the
numero us Dissentin g places of worshi p that rise up in the streets of populous
towns and along the road -side of villages ; but they would be still more
sur prised if they could look into the interior of society and see at one view
the rank which Dissenters hold, and the part which they act in all those
institutions tha t exercise the stron gest influence upon the mind and cha-
racter of a people. They have innumerable charities of their own, and
their names are enrolled in almost all other charitable lists. Amongst them
originated those little knots of read ers, called Book-clubs, which have done
so much for the spread of intelli gence durin g the last half-centur y, and
throu gh their means these circles of knowled ge are multi plied daily. They
take the lead in more permanent literar y and scientific institutions. To
them is mainly owing the establishment of Schools for All. In all but the
highest branches of education , their teachers are as numerous as those that
are in communion with the Establishm ent. They have in the ir hands far
more than their shar e of the popular press. Their funds for charitable and
religious uses ar e not inconsiderable , thou gh their carel essness in some cases
and their liber ality in others have suffered many of these to be alienated
from them. Their division into sects, like the division of labour in political
economy, is in one sense favourabl e to their influence and power ; for the
amount of zeal in those sects is greate r than could have been excited in the
united body, and in every one of them a pr inciple is at work which tends
greatl y to the prosperity of each and of the whole, namely, that being in
some degree proscribed by the State , the individual Nonconformists ought to
Support and cherish one another. The action of this princi ple is differen t
in these sects, accordin g to their numerousness , the relations of their mem-
bers to general society, and even their theological faith ; but in all it is
incessant , and the result is of great moment to the civil and political impor-
tance of the Dissenters.

Political is, we ate aware , a term at which, as applied to Dissenters, some
of this body are apt to start . It is, never theless, in our usage strictly correct .
The State places Nonconformists in a different rela tion lo itself from that of
Conformi sts, and a relation very unfavourable to some of their dearest
intere sts as free-bor n Englishmen. It would be worse than ridiculous to
deny that! this! relation in which Dissenters stand to the governing power , is
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political. Protest as some of them may against the word,' it will belong to
them whilst the State takes any notice of them and shews any partiality
towards another class of believers and worshipers, and whilst there is any
civil right withheld or abridged on account of Nonconformity, and privileges
are granted to other religionists which are denied to them on the sole ground
of religion. They assume, in fact, a political character whenever they peti-
tion Parliament or address the Throne.

This dread of being regarded as a political party may have sprung either
from an apprehension of being maltreated if they looked to the bettering of
their condition, j ust as the slaves in the West Indies keep the word freedom
under their breath, lest its utterance should bring down upon them the whip ;
or from a fanatical notion that the spirituality which it behoves true Chrisr
tians to aim after is inconsistent with an anxious regard to national measures
and a serious attention to the duties of patriotism. The sentiment is alike
mischievous in either case, and in both cases it is contemptible.

Whatever ground there may have been for the silence of fear in the
reigns of the Stuarts, there has been certainly none for the last hundred and
forty years, and it is our fixed opinion that the pusillanimity of the Noncon-
formists at the Restoration, and from that era to the Revolution, so far from
disarming a persecuting government, only provoked its hostility : a weak
enemy is crushed, a strong one is respected. Since the accession of the
House of Brunswick to the British Throne, the state of the Dissenters appears
to us to have depended wholly upon their own temper and conduct. Every
enlargement of their liberties has been the result of their united and firm but
temperate application for their rights. When they have slept , they have
been forgotten. It is not . to be supposed that government will do any
thing for a people who do nothing for themselves, or remove grievances
which are not galling, or confer benefits which are not valued. There have
been feverish moments within the period which we have described, when it
might have been inexpedient for the Dissenters to put themselves before the
country ; but with these exceptions, what man amongst them does not see
and lament that numberless opportunities of improving their condition and
that of their children have been lost ? Instead of rising, they have sunk in
political importance ; for time gives to a wrong the colour of a right, and
intolerance is riveted by prescription and usage. Many of their best families
(in a worldly point of view) have slidden into the Establishment to escape
from civil proscription. Their parliamentary friends have been disheartened,
and their enemies encouraged, by their supineness. A generation has grown
up without hearing a complaint from their lips. A few years' more folding
of the hands to sleep and their case will be hopeless ; for a party may brave
hate and struggle through oppression , but never yet did it live long under
contempt.

It may seem paradoxical that so numerous, wealthy, intelligent and active
a people as we have described the Dissenters, should be regardless of their
civil condition and acquiesce in the denial of their political rights; but the
second cause that we have assigned of their fear of being accounted a
political body will explain the mystery. A large proportion of them have
been unnerved by the apprehension that they should lose their spirituality
if they stepped out into the world and manifested any zeal but that which has
religion for its object. This state of mind has been encouraged by certain
ministers that have aspired to the distinction of being peculiarly heavenly-
minded, and of enjoying a more than common share of Divine influence.
When rights and liberties and parties have been spoken of, these lofty spi-̂
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ritualists have said, " Let the potsherds of the earth strive together." One
of them, a quaint writer not long ago deceased, who had considerable power
in the religious world, wrote a treatise on what is called amongst " Evan-
gelical" persons, Backsliding, and along with other symptoms of backsliding
described by the author, who well knew what would exalt his own reputation
for sanctity, is set down " an eager attention to politics.' ' This un-english and
unmanly sentiment has been kept up mainly of late by the extraordinary
passion that has prevailed for foreign missions ; which being in some measure
dependent upon the government for the time being, have led their supporters
to court the favour of ministers of state by assuming the character of govern-
ment-men. The Bible Society may also have tended the same way. The
leaders in this institution have been from the first exceedingly ambitious of
the patronage of the great, and have accordingly flattered them by declama-
tion opon the influence of the Bible in promoting loyalty ; by which is
always meant upon anniversary platforms a devotedness to the will of the
reigning party in the State. Many of the active Dissenters have, we know,
secretly disapproved of this temper and these practices, but have remained
silent lest they should provoke dissension and throw a stumbling-block in
the way of " Evangelical" schemes.

A little reflection would, we think, satisfy the most zealously religious
Dissenters that nothing is really gained to the cause of religion by the aban-
donment of patriotism. They do not think it necessary to close their shops
or counting-houses, or to throw up their farms, for the sake of spiritual
attainments ; and is it the proof of a more worldly mind to pursue public
than private and selfish ends ? The money-getting spirit is tolerated amongst
the warmest professors of sanctity, and it is hard that a generous zeal for the
good government of a community and the temporal interests of posterity
should be alone stigmatized and marked with reprobation. St. Paul did not
judge it inconsistent with his apostleship to assert his rights as a Roman
citizen, and to demand satisfaction for wrongs inflicted upon him by insolent
and tyrannical magistrates : and the best of the Puritans and early Noncon-
formists, who were sufficientl y spiritually-minded, regarded it as no im-
peachment of their Christian character to watch the proceedings of rulers,
to guard their civil rights, and to make conscience of their political duties.
They saw clearly enough that all misgovernment has an immoral influence
upon a people; that the doctrine of passive obedience holds out a tempta-
tion to bad laws, and that the habit of non-resistance is an invitation of op-
pression ; that the reformation of religion is helped by all other reforms ;
that every man has a deep interest in every other man's liberty ; and that,
as John Milton , the purest and noblest of the first race of Nonconformists,
has expounded his sense of Christian politics, " Any law against conscience
is alike in force against any conscience."

In spite of casuistry and hypocrisy, the Dissenters must know, for all the
world knows, that whilst they maintain consistency of character and cherish
the spirit of Nonconformity, they never can be favourites with the High-
Church and Tory party m lireat Jbntam. l ney may De used as tools ; Dut
the baser the work in which they suffer themselves to be employed, the
sooner will they be thrown away when the work is done. The high Pro-
testant principle asserted by the Dissenters is naturally looked upon with
jealou sy, if not with hatred, by the enemies of public liberty. This party
see with instinctive sagacity that all men of independent opinions and cha-
racter are their opponents, and that there is an inseparable connexion
between civil and religious freedom* They are not deceived because they
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are fawned upon ; on the contrar y, their hand , even when it is picked by
sycophancy, is ever read y to smite those that make the least reserve of
obedience and submission. However the Dissente rs may regard themselves,
these politicians know that they prop erly belong to that class of public men
who contemplate in all their measures the ameliora tion of our laws and in-
stitutions ; and they hate them from dread of this natural , which is also a
moral , connexion . The Whig part y in return bear the odium amongst
High-Churchmen of being Dissenter s in their hearts ; and it is real ly a
public scandal that so enlightened and virtuous a body of men as the Dis-
senters , should seem for a moment not to distin guish between thei r enemies
and friends , and even to requite long services with ingratitude and neglect,
and to seek to stren gthen the hands of a faction who may use their power in
the first instance to put and keep down their political antagonists, but who
will never cease, so long as their power lasts, to watch and curb those reli-
gionists in whose Nonconfo rmit y they discern the elements of political
freedom .* Z.

To the Editor.
Sir ,

This paper in your last Number in recommenda tion of the London Uni-
versity, is one in the general sentiments of which most of your readers will
doubtless concur , and which is manifestl y the work of a man of talent and
reflection ; but it is equally evident to me that , whoever he may be, he is not

* The wr iter is reminded that he has been part ly anticipated in the above reflec-
tions by the Edinb urg h Review, from a late No. [LXXXVI1I.] of which the following
excellent passage is extracted :

" Every measure of government , every act of legislation , every vote of an indivi-
dual , which, upon the whole, and in the end , tends to lessen the influence of the
opinion of those classes who must be orderl y and provident , over the conduct of the
rich and great , is an aggression against public morals , which, as far as its power
reaches , impairs their best human security. The neutrality of the zealousl y reli gious
party among us, in all late contests between authority and liberty, and the partialit y
shewn by a large body to the side of power , seem to indicate that they no longer
perc eive that important relation of civil institutions to domestic morali ty, which
contributed to make the ancient Calvinists the most zealous friends of human free-
dom. From "whatever causes this re markable deviation from the examp le of their
pre decessors may have arisen , it will be strange if they should persevere in support-
ing princi ples favourable to a state of society the most fruitful in vice, and the most
incompati ble with every disposition towar ds reli gion. Other considerations , perh aps ,
of a still hi gher order , present themselves , which , from their importa nce aud their
peculiar nature , would requ ire (if presented at all) to be more fully unfolded than
they can be at this time and in this place. It will be sufficien t , for those who have
much considered such matters , to observe , that all ardent and elevated feelings have
a strong, though frequent ly a secre t, connexion. They ofte n combine for a time
with other princi ples. They are distu rbed by accidental circums tan ces. rlliey may
be made to counteract each other. But their natural affinity is always discover able ,
and most generall y in the end prevail s. They prepare for each othe r—they succeed
each other—they combine together . There are no princi ples which have so often
and so clearl y exemplified these observations , as the zeal for reli gion and the love of
libert y. But if the . frien ds of reli gion should be blind to this affinity, they may be
well assured tliat it never escapes the watchfu l jealousy of the possessors of power ;
who, however they may be pleased with an obedient clergy and a reli gion which
teaches quiet , vet, as politicians , (whateve r may be the exceptions of individua l cha-
racter ,) regard zeal as an ungoverna ble quality , tremble at the appro ach of every
apeciee of enthusiasm , atid have a natural drea d of whateve r breaka upon them fro m
that higher region of huma u feeling wiiere piety and patriotism are kindled/'
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much connected with Dissenters , and havin g ventured to speak of them and
their affairs without first taki ng care to obtai n accurate inform ation, he has,
unint entionall y no doubt , done them great injustice. After assertin g (p.
164), that " the Dissente rs have no institutions which profess- to teach the
higher branc hes of education ,11 he says, (p. 169,) " It is a source of deep
regret , tha t, up to this hour , no adequate means of an intellectual education
have .been provided for the teachers of religion among the Dissenters."
These assertio ns I must take the libert y to deny. I say nothin g of the merit
of Dissentin g Colleges and Academies in comparison with the proposed
Lond on Universit y, but it is notorious that they have existed in great num-
bers , and have been liberal ly and zealously supporte d by the voluntar y con-^
tribu tions of various branches of the Dissentin g body.

For some account of the institutions at present in action amongst the
Dissenter s, chiefly for the education of ministe rs, I may refer to a valuable
pamphlet entitled , " Thou ghts on the Advancement of Academical Educa -<
tion in England,'• now known to be the production of the Rev. Jam es Yates,
M. A., F. L. S., M. G. S., a gentleman as much distin guished for his emi-
nent learnin g and varied acquirements , as for his candid and trul y catholic
spirit , who will, I have no doubt , be proud to acknowledge himself indebted
for a conside rable part of his advanta ges of education to a Dissentin g college.
There are no less than seven instit utions for the educat ion of ministers
amongst the Inde pendents alone, some of them derivin g very considerable
incomes from annual subscriptions.

There are four similar institutions among the Baptists, abundantl y suffi-
cient to shew that they are not indifferent to the intellectual education of
their religious teachers , and have> not neglected the means which appeared to
them sufficient to secure it. But 1 naturall y feel particularl y interested in
vindicatin g the Presb yterian or Unitarian Dissenters from the char ge
brou ght against the whole body, and fqr this purpose nothin g more can be
necessar y than the statement of a few plain facts. Of the older academies
for the education of Presb yterian ministers , I shall only say that they fully
satisfied the wants of the period , and produced an abundant supply of trul y
learned , as well as pious and laborious pastors. But I claim for the Presby-
terian Dissenters the merit of havin g taken the lead in this countr y in im-
proving the system of education for young men after they have left a com-*
mon school. In the plan of the Warrington Academ y, established in 1757,
we meet with enlightened views on which no other body of men would at
that time have acted , and which, except in the institutions since supported
by the same body, have hitherto been but little applied. The young men
were to be "f ree to f ollow their own j udgmental in their inquir ies af ter
truth , without any undue bias imp osed on their underst andings ;" and be-
sides the divinity students , others were to be received , designed for commer -
cial life or for the learned professions, it being an important object to " lead
them to an earl y acquaintance with , and just concern f or9 the true princi ples
of reli gion and libert y.". The subjects of study are described to be, besides
theology, " moral philosophy, includin g logic and metaphysics, natural phi-
losophy, includin g the mathe matics, the languages, and polite literature ;'*
and three tutors were appointed to give instructions in' these various depart-
ments . An institution which " professed to teach the higher branches of
education  ̂ the especial object of which was to supply " adequate means of
intellectua l educatio n to the re ligious teachers" of one great class of Dissen-
ters , and which had for its tutors such men as Dr. Taylor, Dr. Aikin, Gil-
bert Wakefi eld, Dr. Pries tley and Dr. Eniield, existed for twent y-six years,

Dissenting Colleges. 255



affording the most important advantages to great numbers both of ministers
and laymen. I need only, mention the names of the similar institutions
supported for a time at Manchester and Hackney, as proving the anxiety of
many amongst the Presbyterian Dissenters respecting the liberal education
both of their ministers and, as far as circumstances would admit, of their
laity also. But Manchester College, York, the seminary on which we now
chiefly rely for our supply of ministers, though your correspondent seems not
aware even of its existence, certainly not of its character , claims a more par-
ticular notice. This institution is furnished with an extensive and valuable
library, and a collection of philosophical apparatus. Its three tutors are all
of them eminent in their several departments. A highly accomplished
teacher of modern languages is now added to its establishment, and occa-
sional instructions have been obtained in elocution and in botany. Not a few
of its students have already greatly distinguished themselves, or are rising to
eminence both as ministers and in various other situations in life, and they
none of them can pretend to the merit of having " educated themselves."
" The proper discipline and instruction have been afforded," and they have
only not enti rely neglected the advantages offered to them.

I am, Sir, a sincere well-wisher to the London University, and estimate
very highly the benefits it promises to confer. To the inhabitants of the
Metropolis and its vicinity it will be inestimable, and indeed to those in
every part of the kingdom, who wish their sons to be able to study law and
medicine without submission to creeds, or slavery to antiquated forms, or
who, belonging to the Established Church, desire the advantage of an im-
proved system of education. But I must maintain that the Dissenters in
general should not be represented as indifferent to the education of their
youth, or as having done nothing effectual to promote it. Parents con-
nected with our body, who are especially anxious that their sons should
acquire the habit of judging for themselves, should be imbued with the prin-
ciples of civil and religious liberty, should be instructed in the evidences of
natural and revealed religion, so as to acquire a steady and rational faith, and
should be guarded from dissipation and immorality, will still prefer their own
institutions aa most suited to their views, and shew that though the p ublic
requires a London University, they in particular have been in advance on
their age, and have provision already made for their wants.

H.
[We have given ready insertion to the preceding letter. We agree with

our 'respected correspondent that the language employed by the friend who
favoured us with his thoughts on the London University, on which he ani-
madverts, seems to needg some qualification. But we are quite sure that it
was far from his intention to depreciate the existing academical institutions
among the Dissenters. His main object in this part of his paper, as it
appears to us, was simply to declare his opinion that those institutions, on
their present limited scale, were of t hemselves inadequate to supply the
means of intellectual education to the Dissenting population at large ; and,
on this account, tp recommend the London University to the support of the
Dissenters, as promising to furnish the requisite additional facilities for this
purpose. In this view of the case, we do not conceive that H. will widely
differ from him. Edit.]
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SCHLBIERMACHER AND MH. BELSHAM.

(Continued from p. 176.)
Mr. Belsham urges that the Ebionite GospeL of Matthew "Jand the

Marcionite Gospel of Luke did not contain these accounts, and that
both these sects maintained their own to be the uncorrupted, unmuti-
Jated copies of these evangelical histories." Now how ingenuous as well as
ingenious all this is ! Who can refuse implicit credence to the pure authen-
ticity of such high and immaculate authorities as the Ebionite and Marcionite
copies ? Who can hesitate, for an instant, to spurn from him as spurious
and base all which either of those sects refused to admit ? What signifies it,
that, in point of fact, they admitted or rejected just what suited their peculiar
tenets ; that each of them was stigmatized with the charge of mutilating and
adulterating the gospels which they respectively used ? What signifies it
that such alterations in and additions to Matthew were made by the Ebion-
ites, that their copy soon lost all authority ? What doth it signify, that the
Marcionites, in their edition of Luke, excluded not the two first chapters
only, but all the third and part of the fourth ; and in the third, of course,
that part relating to the age of Jesus, which formed the pivot of Mr. B.'s
above-noticed operations against the miraculous conception ? What does it
signify, that the Ebionites excluded all the Gospels, (except Matthew's*) as well
as the whole of Paul's Epistles—that the Marcionites rejected the Old Testament
j in toto ; together with four of Paul's Epistles and all the Gospels but Luke's
(Marcionite edition) ? What signifies it, that the Deist or the Infidel
might with equal consistency and success avail himself of the Christian Di-
vine's high and spotless authorities, to rid himself at "one fell swoop" of all
the Old Testament and the greatest part of the New ?—seeing, that if Marcion
be an authority, away would vanish all the Old Testament with Matthew,
Luke and John ; and then would be brought up the Ebionites to the charge,
sweeping off Luke and all Paul's Epistles. What did all or either of these
things in the least signify ? The various manuscripts and versions of unex-
ceptionable reputation did not suit the purpose which our " Inquirer" had
in hand , and therefore recourse was had to the Ebionite and Marcionite
copies -; which, instead of being "uncorrupted and unmutilated," have
been for centuries reprobated as being replete with adulteration and im-
purity ! That the learned writer invoked the ancient Ebionites to his aid,
was, perhaps, nothing more than natural, since he labours strenuously in
other parts of his work (pp. 8, 257, &c. &c.) to identify them with those
moderns who profess the same creed with himself; but that Marcion should
be warped into the service—he who, according to Priestley, first said that
there were three Gods—is absolutely ludicrous.

It is true that Mr. Belsham hath not ventured to assert that he himself
believed either the Ebionite copy of Matthew, or the Marcionite copy of
Luke, to have been uncorrupted and unmutilated ; but it is true also, that he,
from his mode of introducing them, plainly anticipates that his reader may
draw that conclusion !

In saying this, the writer most positively and sincerely disclaims any in-
tention to impute any unworthy motive whatever ; but assuredly, such sinister
reasoning bears a much stronger resemblance to the p ious f rauds of the
zealot, than to the honest and philosophic exposition of a " Calm Inquirer,'*
anxious only to arrive at, and to disseminate, truth !
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It is further contended in the " Calm Inquiry," that " the Ebiohltes and
Gnostics agreed in disbelieving the miraculous conception, and that there
was nothing in the peculiarities of those sects which should render them
averse to that opinion." Hence the reader is tacitly invited to infer, that
the exclusion of the chapters in question, arose solely from a well-informed
conviction of their being spurious, and not in any respect because the doc-
trine contained in them was irreconcileable with the peculiar dogmas of
those sects.

But let us see what the fact is. As to the Ebionites—so called, not from
the poverty of their worldly circumstances, but from the meanness of their
notions respecting Christ, as denying his pre-existence and divinity ; and
having received that relative appellation, it may reasonably be inferred,
fro m the contrast between such notions and the more exalted sentiments of
the great mass of Christians at that period—it is to be observed, that it is not
correct to attribute to the whole body of Ebionites a disbelief of the mira-
culous conception , for some%of them were actual believers ; and indeed in a
subsequent page of the '* Calm Inqu iry" even, (pp. 260, 261 ,) Origen and
Eusebius are quoted to that effect : but those Ebionites who denied the mi-
raculous conception, (and it is to that class only that the remark of Mr. B.
can apply,) maintained that Jesus was the Son of Mary by Joseph in the
ordinary course of nature : and, as that was one of their peculiarities, it is
most plain that they could not at the same time admit the opinion that Jesus
was miraculously conceived by Mary through the influence of the Holy
Spirit. No ! no ! the ancient Ebionites were more consistent ; some of
them, indeed, believing Jesus to have been the Son of Joseph and Mary,
and others, of Mary only and the Divine Spirit ; but neither of the two
sects was so enamoured of absurdity, as at one and the same time to believe
him the natural offspring of Joseph and the miraculous production of the
Holy Spirit !

Then, as to the Gnostics—of whom the Marcionites amongst a great
number of different sects of that name formed one— the doctrine of the latter
was, that " Christ fi rst appeared on earth f u l l  grown, but was a man in
outward form only :" and therefore it is not less clear, that their tenets
could not be reconciled with the doctrine of the miraculous conception.
Nor was the miraculous conception more admissible by that only other sect
of Gnostics spoken of in the " Calm Inquiry," who allowed Jesus to be a
real man, but who denied that he was the Christ, maintaining that Christ
was a celestial iEon who descended into Jesus at his bap tism, but quitted
him at his crucifixion.

We are told too, that " the Ebionites and Gnostics had their origin in the
apostolic age, and had probably at that time never heard the report" (p. 9).
The short answer to which would be, " Probabl y they had heard it." If
we are to go into probabilities upon such a subject, let us see whether the
negative or the affirmative presumption recommends itself the strongest.
What caused the negative supposition to float on the writer's fancy we are
not apprised : and nothing further need be offered in favour of the affirma-
tive, than to remind the reader that it appears from the earliest authentic
accounts of the Ebionites, that one sort of them were actual believers in the
miraculous conception : and surely it is more than probable, that those
Ebionites at least must have heard of such a report ! No other than the
apostolic age is mentioned by Mr. B., nor does he tell us when he guesses
that the new light first beamed amongst them at a later period : but at all
events, it is beyond controversy, that a great number, of Christians ate proved
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by histor y to have been believers in the miraculous conception long before
histor y even mentions the name of " Ebionite ;" and it would have been
somewhat miraculous if either Ebioriites or Gnostics could have dfobelieved
the report of the miraculous conception, if at the time of such their disbelief
they had never heard of it.

In truth , M r. B., in p. 7, really states as an ar gument in his favour , that
" Trypho the Jew , in his dialogue with Justin Mart yr , earl y in the second
centur y, reproaches the Christians for their belief in the mir aculous concept
tion" ! Well : the scoffing Israelite will answer Mr. Belsham's purpose ,
doubtless , althou gh the " Hebrew Christians " and " philosophizing Gen-
tile believers " turned out to be non-effectives ! In the name of common
sense, however , what conclusion does the stateme nt sanction but this—t hat
at that very early period the Christians did believe in the doctrine of the
miraculous conception ? And the very prevalence of that belief, at an era
so near to the publication of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke , doth of itself
alone furnish a very strong presum ption in favour of the auth enticit y of the
narrati ve contained in them.

Let it be remarked , that the writer makes use of the expression " scoffing
Israelite ," for the reason that such was the individual character of Trypho,
and not with the view of insinuatin g any indirect reproach against the Jews
as a people; who, in point of moral conduct towards their fellows, and
devout veneration for the God they worshi p, need not , it is believed, fear a
comparison with Christians in similar situati ons and circumstance s of life.
But how often do Christian s in their demeanour toward s the Jews forget that
generous princi ple, that most essential part of a Christia n's duty, charit y !
The reflectin g Christian will always bear in mind that all the evangelists and
apostles, and even Jesus himself, were Jews ; and that the ancestors of the
present race of Jews were righteous , worshi ping in the consecrated temple of
the true God , at a period when our forefathers were, and for ages upon ages
before had been , grovellin g in heathenish idolatr y ! And above all, let it
not be forgotten that the time will come (and it may be close at hand) when
for the Jew as well as for the Christian , there will be but one Shepherd and
one fold. ¦

It is asserted , too, that the miraculous conceptio n of Jesus would not infer
his pre-existence ; but , whether it would or not , it at least proves that
he was not the Son of Joseph, as Mr. Belsham attempts to maintain
throu ghout his work ; and it shews also, Luke i. 35, why he was called the
Son of God : and at the same time that ver se establishes the fact, that he
was so called in a sense and for a reason totall y different from what the
" Calm Inquir y" represents.

It remains for the writer of the above observations most earnestl y and
absolutely to disclaim that they have proceeded from any want of respect
towards the author of the Calm Inquiry, either on the score of his great
tal ents or of his irre proachable charac ter ; much less is there meant to be
attributed to him any other than well-meant intent ions. If, however , much
be conceded , there is not , on the other side, any alternat ive but to refer his
positive but unsanc tioned conclusions , and his reference to authorities simu-
lativel y sound , but in reality corru pt, to his having been led away in his
Calm Inquir y, by the headlon g zeal of an indiscreet partisan : and , however
pure may have been the motive , the practical result is pernicious , inasmuch
as it tends in the minds of but too many to lessen the credibilit y of the
Sacre d Volume ; for great is the number of those who, not havin g had
leisure, means, or capadty, competently to examine the subject for them-

St. Luke 's Gospel 259



selves, yet nevertheless prate about their disbelief, forsooth, of the authen-
ticity of the preliminary chapters of Matthew and Luke, on no other ground
than Mr. Belsham's " Calm Inquiry," published as it now is " in a
cheap form to facilitate and extend its circulation" ! The consequences of
instilling into the minds of Christians an opinion, or even a distrust, that the
preliminary chapters in Matthew and Luke are " absolute falsities," must
necessarily be most baneful. Perhaps there is nothing so closely associated
with the belief of Christians in general, as the very facts which those iden-
tical chapters detail respecting our Lord's nativity, forming as they do in
every town, in every village, and in every house and cottage, the constant
themes of rej oicing at those annual festivals, which are the anniversaries of
that momentous epoch which brought " glad tidings of great j oy to all
people," and on which occasion the heavenly host lauded the all-bountifu l
and beneficent Giver, saying, " Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good-will towards men." The narrative of those most interesting
events was engraven on their memories in their earliest childhood, in a way,
too, and at a season, calculated to render the impression indelible. It has
grown with their growth, and strengthened with their strength : and in
minds like those of the multitude, faith in the truth of such facts relating to
the blessed Founder of Christianity, and belief in the truth of Christianity
itself, must stand or fall together. It is impossible without the worst conse-
quences to attempt to separate the two : destroy the one, and you shake the
other to its very centre. The great majority of Christians are, from various
causes, unable to sift such matters for themselves ; but they have been
taught (and truly taught) to believe that the New Testament contains the
revealed word of the Almighty. As such they have appreciated it justly as
a jewel above all price. They have drawn from it, with religious reverence,
the practical inculcation , " to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
before God." As a whole, they have venerated it hitherto as above all sus-
picion, spotless and pure ; when they are told, possibly by an authority
highly respectable in point of talent and moral conduct , and moreover
greatly influential from his station and office , that one hundred and seventy-
six verses are " complete falsities," what is in many instances the in-
evitable, the lamentable consequence ? Why, the whole work sinks m their
estimation, just as the reputation of any individual, whom they had been ac-
customed to revere as a model of uprightness and goodness, would sink on
his being convicted of a vile falsehood, or an atrocious act of criminality :
and all confidence, as well in the integrity of the one as in the authenticity of
the other, would alike receive an irrecoverable shock. But the mischief doth
not stop there : it prepares a highway for the march of Deism ; for many of
those individuals who have been so initiated in partial infidelity, are but too
well prepared to tolerate the reasoning—" Why, if these four chapters which
f or so many centuries have been received as true, are now as clearly proved,
as they are positively asserted to be, absolute f alsities, it is very possible that
there may be other chapters, which deeper investigation may shew to be
equal ly spurious ; nay, it is not impossible that there may be but too good a
foundation for the Deistical assertion, that the whole is a ' cunningly de-
vised fable !'"

If ye, the " philosophizing Gentile believers" of the age, must indulge
yourselves in wild conjectures and arrogant hypotheses in matters of theolo-
gical controversy, yet do not—in mercy do not—bereave the sober-minded,
single-hearted and pious Christian , of one atom either of his devotional re-
verence for, or of his unbounded confidence in, the purity of that book
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whose divine assurances of a future state of blissful immortality, beaming on
his recollection when goaded by the anguish of worldly affliction to the very
verge of despair, are at once more gratefully soothing and reanimating,
than to the benighted and dismayed traveller, through those murky wilds of
the desert where the savage brute roams relentless, are the earliest scintilla-
tions of the morning gleaming through the gloom. That the narrative should
have been made the subject of attack at all , is deeply to be regretted ; for
the poison will be imbibed by many, whom no antidote to counteract its
operation will ever reach. Convinced, as the writer of these remarks fully
is, that the cause of Christianity, the present and future happiness of indivi-
duals, and the well-being of families and society at large, would be all
greatly prejudiced if the opinion respecting the falsity of the preliminary
chapters jn Matthew and Luke were to become more prevalent, it would be
to him a source of the highest satisfaction if he could but feel himself justi-
fied in entertaining an expectation that this his humble effo rt will in any
degree be conducive towards vindicating the credibility and pure integrity of!
the holy Gospels of Matthew and Luke.

It remains for him to state, that if the strong feelings under which he is
sensible that he has written, have exhibited themselves in any part of his
observations, it behoves him, before he concludes, to protest in j ustice to
himself, that they are directed entirely towards the doctrine itself, and in no
degree personally against the advocate for such doctrine, much less has he
been led away by any spirit of intolerance or party zeal : for, however
strong may be his opinion upon particular points of doctrine, he cannot but
feel that those who totally differ from him may possibly be in the right. In
his judgment, that person must have his mind imbued with more or less than
human wisdom, who can venture to pronounce that his own doctrinal senti-
ments alone are sterling truth, and the tenets of all others who may happen
to differ from him but merely base alloy.

Every rational inquirer, however superior may be his faculties of pene-
tration and discrimination, cannot but be conscious, it is presumed, that the
immeasureable sublimity of the subject too far transcends the limited powers
of his shackled mind, for him ever to indulge the hope of infallibility. Per-
haps in proportion as an individual becomes enlightened, does he entertain
more firmly the persuasion that it is utterly hopeless to expect that his dark-
ened intellect can ever attain sufficient energy and lucidness of vision to en-
able him competently to comprehend the subject : and it may be, that he
often repossesses himself after a range of thought, but to exclaim, in a min-
gled tone of humility and awe, " it is high as heaven—what can we know ?"
And whatever creed may be the result of his anxious investigation, and
however soundly rooted he may occasionally consider it, yet must a distrust
frequently come across his mind, if duly sensible of his own fallibility, and
cause him in doubt and fear mentally to prefer, to the great Source of all
Wisdom, all Power, and all Goodness, a fervid though silent prayer, in the
spirit of the following lines of the poet:

" If I am right , thy grace impar t ,
Still in the right to stay !

If I am wrong, Oh , teach my heart
To find tha t better way V*

W. H. ROWE*
Weymouth , Jan. 31, 1827*

St. Luke^ Gospel 261



Sir , Hackne y, March 5, 1827.
From some of the publications sent me by my friends the Universalists

of America, which I referred to in my former letter, (p. 176,) and which I
have since received, I learn that the competency of unbelievers, and even of
some Christian believers, to serve as Jurors and to give evidence in courts of
justice, lias been called in question in the United States of America.

The fi rst case of this kind is thus related in The Philadelphia Universalist
Magazine, Vol. II. p. 315, in an extract from The American Watchman
and Delaware Advertiser of Jan. 7, 1823 :
" In a trial in the court of Oyar and Terminer, held at Newcastle in No-

vember last, of a man indicted for * * * *, one of the Jury impannelled
was, on his being called, challenged by the Attorney-General, who proceeded
to shew cause for the challenge, by propounding to him, under the direc-
tion of the court, the following questions, and requiring his answers thereto :

" Q. 1. Do you believe in the obligation of an oath ?
" A. 1. An honest man, to speak the truth, requires not an oath to bind

him ; and a dishonest one will not be bound by an oath.
" Q. 2, Do you believe in the existence of a God ?
" A. 2. It appears reasonable to believe, that all things are governed by

a superior intelligence rather than by a blind fatality.
" The same question being repeated and a more direct answer required,

Juror replied,
" 2. I do believe in the existence of a God.
" Q. 3. Do you believe in a future state of rewards and punishments ?¦ " A. 3. I am ignorant of them. The subject is beyond my compre-

hension.
" The Court, on hearing the answers of the Juror to the questions pro-

posed, decided that he was incompetent to serve as one of the Jury. He
was consequently rejected, although it was the prisoner's wish that he should
pass between him and his country.*'

Another case of judicial bigotry, in which a witness was rejected on
account of heresy, is described (in an extract from the Boston Pa triot) in
the Boston Universalists* Magazine, Vol. VII. pp. 113, 114.

" In a case tried before Judge Hallowell and a special Jury, in the Dis-
trict Court of Philadelphia, Nov. 14, a man was offered as a witness for the
defendant, who, on being interrogated by the plaintiff's counsel as to hisdefendant, who, on being interrogated by the plaintiff's counsel as to his
religious belief, declared, that he did not believe in a future state of rewards
and punishments af ter this lif e, but that the only punishment for sin was
in the p resent state of existence. The Judge, after argument, refused to admit
him to be qualified as a witness. He quoted in support of his opinion the
decision of the Supreme Court of New York, as delivered by Chief Justice
Spencer, that * no testimony is entitled to credit, unless delivered under the
solemnity of an oath or affirmation which comes home to the conscience of
the witness, and will create a tie arising from his belief that perj ury would
expose him to punishment in the lif e to come ; on this grea t p rincip le rest
all our institutions , and especially the distribution of j ustice between man

1 , ,, A J J J
ana .man.

Upon this judgment, so unworthy of a functionary in a Free State, the
editors of the work from which I have taken the extract, make the follow-
ing remark,—

" By the above decision, the honourable Judge informs the public, that
had the man whom he would not admit to be sworn, been dishonest enough
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to deny his religSoua belief, he then would have admitted him to swear !
And he furth ermore informs the public , that if he did not fear a punishment
in a futur e state he should enti rely disr egard the institutions of society, and
esp ecially  the distribu tion of j ustice between man and man "

A precedent had been set in this jWacise case which Judge HaUowell
would have shewn wisdom in takin g as his guide. I gather the particula rs
from " Ah Extract from a Letter , dated Elkton , 4th Apr il, 1822," in the
Philadelp hia Universalist Magazine, Vol. I. pp» 285, &e. At the Count y
Court of Cecil County , held at Elkton , a suit was brought before the Hon.
Richard T. Earle , Chi ef Jud ge, and the Hon. Lemuel Purnell and Thomas
Worrell , Associates. The case havin g been stated to the Jur y, and the
Chief J udge havin g called upon the counsel for the defence to produce their
evidence , a witness was brou ght forwa rd, William Miller, who had been a
Methodist preacher , but had become an Universalist.

" Just as he was going to be sworn and give in his evidence , one of the
counsel for the plaintiff (Gale) rose and objected to Mr. Miller 's giving evi-
dence in court at all , as he was instructed by his client [John Miller , but no
relation to the witness, himself also a Methodist preacher ] to say, that Mr.
Miller did not believe in a state of future rewards and punishments. * An
Infidel!' exclaimed Carmical , the other counsel for the plaintiff. Upon
which the progress of the cause was arrested ; a considerable interest was
excited in all the spectators ; a consultation took place between the three
judges, legal authorities were appealed to and read , and a witness named
John A. Simpers was produced by the plaintiff 's counsel to th ro w out of
court Mr. Miller 's testimon y, which was important , by invalid atin g his qua-
lifications to testify upon the grounds of his rel igious belief. All that this
Simpers could swear was, that Mr. Miller had publicly declared his belief
that our Saviour died for all mankind ; that all mankind would be saved,
and that he did not believe in a state of future rewards and punishments.
The court havin g asked the witness if Mr. M. ever to his knowled ge had
denied his belief in the existence of God, and he replied in the negative i
Mr. M. then obtained permission of the court to interro gate the witness.
Mr. M. asked him if he, (Mr . M.,) so far from disbelievin g the Scri ptures ,
had not always appealed to them as the bulwark of his faith ? The witness*
knowledge was such, that he was constrained to reply in the affirmative.
So that Mr. M.'s princi ples bri ghtenin g so upon investigation , because bot-
tomed upon the truth , the Chief Jud ge immediatel y ordered the clerk of the
court to proceed to swear him without further hesita tion . Thus was an
atte mpt overthrown , which, had it succeeded , might have gone to establ ish a
precedent whereb y Universali sts would have been , at least in this county,
and perha ps this state , in a measure disfranchised ."

Every sensible man must rejoice in the defeat of this attem pt to exclude a
man from the relations of civil life on account of his religious belief ; but the
end here aimed at is the natural consequence of all inquir y into the faith of
individ uals before j udicial tribunals. The inquiries would begin with unbe-
lievers, but they would go on to inte rro gate and disqualify misbelievers, that
is, all who did not believe, or rather repeat after , some arbit rar y standard that
might chance to be acknowledged by the court. Bigotr y is always bad, but
it is worst of all on the judicial bench : the Inquisition as carrie d on by
churchmen is odious, but it is supremely detestable when " the holy office1'
is administere d by civil judges. Wishin g and hoping that our own courts
may resist the evil in its beginnin g, and tnat all person s summoned as jurors
or witnesses may beware of legal snares for conscience,

I am, Sir, yours, &c, ROBERT ASPLANR
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f <  Facts are stubborn things ,"

To the Editor,
Sir,

I am inclined to think that the great majority of my Unitarian brethren
feel assured of the authenticity of the Baptismal Commission as recorded in
the existing copies of St. Matthew's Gospel. Now my own fixed and only
not unalterable conviction is, that the words " in the name of the Father,'*
&c, are even more unquestionably than those in St. John's Epistle an inter-
polation. And the ground of that conviction is, that the text is point blank
opposed to the uniform testimony of Scripture history as to th.3 fact of
baptism in the apostolic age, and utterly irreconcileable with the Apostle
Paul's repeated references to that fact and his arguments upon it. I am
unwilling to trespass on your pages by dilating on these grounds of objec-
tion, and my purpose will be answered if my opponents will oblige me by
replying to the following queries :—In what form do they believe that Bap-
tism was administered at the period immediately subsequent to our Saviour's
ascension into heaven ? What evidence have they that the apostles were
cognizant of a commission to baptize in the three names ? How do they
reconcile St. Paul's mention of Baptism, Gal. iii. 27, Rom. vi. 3, et seq.,
Ephes. iv. 5, 1 Cor. i. 13, Col. ii, 12, with the fact of baptism having
been administered in or into more than one name ?

Feb. 25, 1827. J. T. CLARKE.

To the Editor,
Sir, Feb. 19, 1827.

A few months ago the public papers asserted that a man had been lately
burnt to death in Spain for heresy. When opinion had expressed itself
pretty loudly on this incredible outrage, the Spanish authorities circulated
documents denying the fact, and in your last Number, p. 144, your respect
for " truth and the character of the age," induces you to consider these
documents as entitled to credit.

These documents have only added mendacity to cruelty. The fact is in-
contestable, that in the month of August, in the year 1826, a Catalonian
schoolmaster named Brosquil, who lived in the Barrio de Ruzasa in the city
of Valencia in Spain, suffered the penalty of death on the solitary accusation
of " Deism." At his trial a strong opposition to this barbarous sentence
was made by the minority of the judges, but their resistance was over-ruled
by the majority, and the decree for his execution was confirmed by the
mandate of the King. Every species of contumely accompanied the unhappy
but most courageous man , (for he refused to retract or to disguise his opi-
nions,) both on the way to and at the place of execution. The saints and
images were veiled in all the streets through which the procession passed,
and the crosses which are always attached to the gallows in Spain were torn
away.

The difficulty of communication with Spain has hitherto prevented more
minute details from reaching England, but a time will doubtless come when
this and other deeds of darkness and ferocity will be exposed to the world.

J. B.
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Art . I.—The Ecclesiastical History of the Second and Tliird Centuries ^illustra ted f rom the Writings of Tertullian. By John , Bishop of Bristol ,
[Lincoln ,] Master of Christ 's College, and Regius Pr ofessor of Divinity
in the Universit y of Cambrid ge. Second Edition . 8vo. pp. 588.
In the introduction to this ver y able and interestin g work we are infor med

that it contains the substance of a cours e of Lectures delivered by the author ,
as Regius Professor of Divinity, in the Lent and Easter terms of 1825. Two
previous course s had been devoted to the writin gs of the earl ier Fath ers ;
" and the plan which he then pursued was, first to give a short account of
the aut hor 's life ; next an analysis of each of his works ; and lastly, a selec-
tion of passages, made princi pally with a view to the illustration of the doc-
trines and discipline of the Churc h of England. " But in proceedin g to the
works of Tert ullian , " it occurred to him that a different mode might be
adopted with advanta ge, and that they might be rendered subservient to the
illustration of Ecclesiastical History in general ." Not, however , intendin g
to compose an Ecclesiasti cal Histor y of the second and third centuries, but
only to assist in collecting materials for a future historian , it was necessary to
fix upon some plan for the arran gement of these material s. The Professo r
chose that of Mosheim , not because he regarded it as the best which could
be devised, but becau se his Histor y is in most general use among theological
students in this country . Mosheim, it will be remembered , divides the his-
tory of the Chu rch into two branches , external and internal : comprehend -
ing under the former , the prosperous and the adverse events which befel it
dur ing each centur y ; and under the latter , the state of learnin g and philo-
sophy, the government , the doctrines , the rites and ceremonie s of the
Chu rch, and the heresies which divided its members durin g the same period.
Under these heads , therefore , all the matter which the writin gs of Tertullia n
supply to illustrate the ecclesiastical histor y of the period durin g which he
flourish ed, is arran ged in the work before us. But while the learned Pro -
fessor is thus filling up MosheinVs outline , he does not lose sight of the
object which in his former researches he had chiefly in view ; but by com-
paring the information he collects relatin g to the doctrines, the government
and the rites of the Church in the second centur y, with the Thirt y-nine Ar-
ticles, he endeavours to obtain the sanction of the Presbyter of Cartha ge to
the doctrines and the usages of the Church of England ; and at the same
time , whenever he can, he shews that his authorit y cannot be pleaded by
the Church of Rome. It was also necessar y for him, as he observes, " so far
to adhere to his original plan as to prefix a brief account of Tertullian him-
self, in order that the studen t might be enabled accuratel y to distinguish the
portion of ecclesiastical histor y which his writin gs serve to illustrate , as well
as justly to appreciate the importance to be attached to his testimon y and
opinions," (P-^O The whole work , therefore , is divide^ into seven
chapters , thus entitled : I. Tertullian and his Writin gs* II. The external
History of the Church. III. The State of Letters and Philosophy. IV. The
Government of the Church. V. The Doctrine of the Church. VI. The Ce-
remonies of the Church. VII . The Heresies and Divisions which tr oubled
the Church.

The f irs t chapter is introdu ced by the short arti cle on Tertullian in * Je *
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rome's Catalo gue of Ecclesiastical Writ ers.' This account is not so full and
satisfactor y as might be wished and leaves, us in uncertaint y whethe r he was
born of Gentile or -Christian parents , and whether he officiated as Presb yter
at Cartha ge or at Rome. It has, indeed, been doubte d whether Jero me was
correct in calling him a Presb yter : this doubt , however , would probabl y
liever have been felt, but for the fact, which is undeniable , that he was a
married man ; a fact which all the ingenuity of Catholic wri ters cannot re-
concile with the doctrine of the celibacy of the clergy. Hie most remark-
able incident in the life of Tertullian was his secession fro m the Church , in
consequence of his havin g adopted the errors of Montan us ; the tru e cause of
which, as the learned Professor justly observes , «* is to be found, not in thd
failure of his attem pts to obtain the see either of Rome or Carthage , but in
the constitution and temper of bis mind , to which the aust ere doctrine s and
practice of the new Pro phet were perfectly congenial." ^P. 36.) As he
wrote many of his works after bis secession, and some of them in direct
opposition to the Catholic Church , it is necessar y that they who study his
writin gs should form just notions of the tenets and pretensions of Montan us.
An inquir y into these, theref ore, constitutes an important part of the present
chapter ; in the course of which some errors into which both Mosheim and
Lardner have fallen respecting the nature and extent of the inspiration to
which that Heresiareh laid claim are corrected.

Though the pretensions and the tenets of Monta nus may have been in
some respects less absurd than they have usuall y been represented , yet they
If ere so manifestl y groundless and unreasonable as to rende r it a matter of
Astonishment that any one who, like Ter tullian , had been well instru cted in
the learnin g of the age, and had the writin gs of evangelists and apostles, the
words of truth and soberness , in his hands, should be induced to acknow-
ledge afrid adopt them. The learned Profes sor, therefore , could not fail to
ant icipate the objection which he states, and endeavours, perh aps not with-
out success, to obviate, in the following passage:

tc * What reliance ,' it may be asked , * can we place upon the judgment ,
er even upon the testimony of Tertull ian, who could be deluded into a belief
of the extravagant pretensions of Montanus ? Or What advantage can the
theological student oerive from readin g the works of so credulous and super-
stitious an author?' These are questions easily asked, and answered without
hesitat ion by men who take the royal road to theological knowledge: who
either throug h want of the leisure, or impatient of the labour , requisite for
the examination of the writings of the Fathers , find it convenien t to conceal
their ignorance under an air of contempt. Thus a hasty and unfair sentence
Of condemnation has been passed upon tfye Fathers, and their works have
fallen into unmerited disrepute. The sentence is hasty, because it bespeaks
great ignorance of human nature , which often presen ts the curious phe-
nomenon of an union of the most opposite qualities in the same mind ; of
vigour, acuteness and discriminat ion on stome subjects, with imbecility, dull-
ness rind bigotry on others. The sentenc e is unfair, because it condemn s the
fath ers fp r  faults, which were those o£ the iage : of the elder PBny and Marcus
iVntoninu fj, as welt as of Tert wttia n. It is, j&oreoyer, 'wnfiwr , because the per -
spni* wfco argue tfius in tii© ca  ̂of th® Fa^Jty^ps, ar#ue' differentl y in other
cases, Wjtfcout intending* to .compar e the ffeirtle . the amiable , the accom-capes,, vy^out intend  ̂ to comp

are 
the 

gentle, * thq amiable, the accom-
fy$ ke& peneloh, wifl* t)ie harsh, tfie fary, tm unpolished tertullia n, or to
cfyis tlve, syfyltua  ̂reveres of Madam e Cfuyon wtfh the extrava gancies of JVfon-
ymt\s tind Ms prophetesses, It may tie remar jee^, that the predilectio n of Fe-
heten fifr tm nolfofcs of «he myfrtites "betra yed a rfientft! weakness , (fifferhig in
decree rath er than in kind from that which led Tertullian to the -adoption <d#
MontjuiiflUL Wk do mofc, hDwiever, tm *dctmnffl of tlri » weakness in Fenelon,
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.throw asi4e his works as utterl y undeservin g of notice, or deem it a sufficient
ground for questionin g the superiority of his genius #nd talent : we regard
with surprise and regret this addition al instance of human infirmit y, but con-
tinue to read Telemachus with instructi on and delight. Let us shew the same
candour and sound judgment in the case of the Fathers : let us separate the
wheat from the tares , and not involve* them in one indiscriminate conflagra -
tion. The asserti on may appear paradoxical , but is neverth eless true , that
the value of Tertuflian 's writings to the theological student arises in a great
measure from his errors , When he became a Montanist , he set himself to
expose what he deemed faulty in the practice and discipline of the Church :
thus we are told indirectl y what that practice and that discipline were, and we
obtain information which, but for his secession from the Chur chy his ̂ vorks
would scarcely have supplied. In a word , whether we consider the test i-
mony borne to the genuinenes s and integrit y of the books of the New Testa -
ment , or the information relating to the ceremonies , discipline and doctrine
of the primitive Church , Tertulnart 's writin gs form a most important link in
that chain of tradit ion which connects the aposto lic age With our own."—-Pp,
37—39.

To the justice of these remarks , excepting only the last , we willingly asp-
eent ; and we confidentl y hope that the labours of the learned Professor will
produce a general desire in students of theology to become well acquainted
with the writin gs not of Tertullian alone , but of all the Fat hers who attained
to any eminence in the anci erit Christian Church. No man who has not
studied them can be entitled to the character of a theologian. A full and
accurate knowledge of the Scriptures of the New Testament , and, we will
add , of the Old Testament also, is indeed of the first importance, as from
these all the articles of our creed and all the rules of our practice must be
derived. But the writin gs of the Fathers of the Church , especially of those
who flourished during the first five centuries , are essentially necessar y
to >eaable us to trace the progress of erFor , to discover to us the various
causes which operated to corru pt the simplicity of gospel truth , and to
introduce and establish the various systems which have so long usur pedintroduce and establish the various systems which have so lone usur ped
the place of pure and undefiled religion. No one who aspires to be a theo-
logian should be content to follow either Ball or Whitb y, Voasius or Wall,
Whiston or Priestle y, or any other writers to whose ze&l and industr y we ar e
indebted for large and valuabl e extracts from these wri ters : to judge fairly
and satisfectaril y, he must himself draw from the same sources. And in so
<l©ravg he will obtain vario us trilateral important benefits which we need not
distinctl y point out* But even a slight acquain tance with the ancient Fa-
thers will convince the student , that though they may furnish him with va*
Juable facts,-he must be cautious not to rely upon ihdir judgment. He will
find them worth y of all credit as witnesses to the genuineness and integrity
of the books of the New Testamen t, btit, with few exceptions, miserable in--
ter preters of their meanin g* And neithe r to Tertullian nor to any other of
the orthodox Fathe rs can we concede the praise of connectin g the apostolic
age with our own, by preservin g the knowled ge of the doctri ne of the apos^
ties, excepting so far as they nave recorded the faith of thoBe whom they
affected to despise as " simplices  ̂ imp tudantes " and " idiottey

One only of the numerous tre atises composed by Tertulhan supplies my
pduifcivef evidence of its date , and vario us opinions have been formed jresf>ect-
ing die time in which most of the rest were wri tten. It has been usual to
divide them all into two dawtf * y those writt en while he was in commun ion
with the>ch<irch, and those written afttor he toetffcnie a Mohtankt But the
difciiwtida is not Always t© be »e*cfeived; " and kt the absence of tdt *st*
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ternal testimony, it is scarcely possible to draw a well-defined line of sepa-
ration between the works which were and those which were not composed
before his secession from the church." After a careful examination of
every remaining treatise, the Right Reverend Author arranges them under
the following classes : 1, Works probably written while he was yet a mem-
ber of the church ; 2, Works written after he became a Montanist ; 3,
Works written probably after he became a Montanist ; and, 4, Works re-
specting which nothing certain can be pronounced. It is observable, that
the 2d and 3d classes comprehend the maj ority of his works. Greater pre-
cision, we apprehend, cannot be obtained ; and this classification will be
found sufficiently accurate for every purpose of the student of ecclesiastical
history.

The remainder of the first chapter is occupied by a brief but satisfactory
refutation of the fanciful theory of Semler, who maintained that the works of
Tertullian (and those also of Justin Martyr and Irenaeus) are spurious, the
produce of the joint labours of a set of men who entered into a combination
to falsify history and corrupt the Scriptures, principally with a view of
throwing discredit upon certain persons, Marcion, Valentinus and others,
whom they thought fit to brand with the title of Heretics ; a theory which*as the Bishop observes, rests upon surmises, and opens a door to universal
incredulity.

In the second chapter, the author proceeds, m conformity with Mosheim's
arrangement, to collect from the works of Tertullian such passages as serve to
illustrate the external history of the church during the period in which he
flourished. Tertullian bears explicit and ample testimony to the wide diffu-
sion of Christianity. " The triumphs of the gospel, in his day, were not,1'
he asserts, " confined within the limits of the Roman Empire ; Christ was
then reigning over peoples whom the Roman arms had not subdued." The
first diffusion of the gospel was undoubtedly accomplished by the aid of
supernatural powers conferred upon the apostles and those employed under
their directions, but its continued success is not to be attributed to the same
means. Mosheim indeed says, ( EccL Hist. Vol. I. pp. 153 and 245,) that
with the exception of the miraculous gift of tongues, the extraordinary
powers with which the rising church had been endowed were in several
places continued during the second and third centuries. And this assertion
may seem to be sanctioned by the testimony of Tertullian ; but the Right
Reverend Professor, with the judgment and candour which he usually dis-
plays, is not disposed to admit the validity of his testimony. " The only
specific instance," he observes, (p. 102,) " which Tertullian mentions of
the exercise of miraculous powers, relates to the exorcism of demons." This,
as Dr. Douglas has remarked, is the favourite standing miracle of the Fathers
before the fourth century, and the only one which he could find (after hav-
ing turned over their writings carefully and with a view to this point) that
they challenge their adversaries to come and see them perform, admitting at
the same time that Jews and even Gentiles successfully practised exorcism.
The Professor, therefore, is j ustified in concluding, that " if miraculous
powers still subsisted in the church, the writings of Tertullian would have
supplied some less equivocal instances of their exercise."

The controversy concerning the continuance of miraculous powers in the
church, which so strongly excited the public attention about the middle of
the last century, is now almost forgotten, and the names of Chapman, Berri-
roimvJw&soix, Church, Fell, and others, who either opposed or defended
Middleton, are rapidly fading, as connected with this controversy, from the
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memory of man ; but tbe subject itself will ever retain a considerable degree
of impor tance from its connexion with the evidences of Christianit y, and
with the character of early Chris tian writers. It could not be passed by un-
noticed in the work now before us, and they who may not assent to the
theor y of the learned author , will, without doubt , app laud the spirit with
which it is proposed. Gibbon has assert ed that the cessation of mirac ulous
gifts " must have excited universal attention , and caused the time at which
it happened to be precisely ascertained and noted. " But as pretensions to
these gifts had continued in all ages, he would have it inferred that no such
gifts were ever bestowed . Our author thinks that the uncertai nty respecting
their cessation is to be accoun ted for on the supposition of their being gra-
dually  withdrawn.

" To adopt the language of undoubtin g confidence on such a subject, would
be a mark no less of folly than presumption ; but I may be allowed to state
the conclusion to which I have myself been led, by a comparison of the state -
ments in the book of Acts, with the writings of the Fathers of the second
centur y. My conclusion then is, that the power of workin g miracles was not
extended beyond the disciples, upon whom the apostles conferred it by the
imposition of their hands. As the number of those disciples gradua lly di-
minished , the instanc es of the exercise of miraculous powers became conti-
nuall y less frequent , and ceased entirel y at the death of the last individual on
whom the hands of the apostles had been laid. That event would , in the na-
tural cours e of thin gs, take place before the middle of the second centur y : at
a time when, Christianity havin g obtained a footing in all the provinces of the
Roman Empire, the miraculous gifts conferred upon its first teachers had
performed their appro pria te office—that of pr oving to the world that a new
revelation had been given from heaven . What then would be the effect pro -
duced upon the minds of the great body of Christians by their gradual cessa-
tion ? Man y would not observe, none would be willing to observe it; for all
must naturall y feel a reluctanc e to believe that powers , which had contributed
so essentially to the ra pid diffusion of Christianity, were withdrawn. They
who remarked the cessation of miracles , would probabl y succeed in persuadin g
themselves that it was only tempo rary, and designed by an all-wise Providence
to be the prelud e to a more abundant effusion of supernatural gifts upon the
Church. Or if doubts and misgivings crossed their minds, they would still
be unwillin g- openly to state a fact which might shake the steadfastness of the
friends , and would certainl y be urged by the enemies of the gospel as an argu -
ment against its divine origin. They would pursue the plan which has been
pursued by Justin Martyr , Theophilus, Irenaeus , &c. ; they would have re-
course to general assertions of the existence of supernatural powers , without
attem pting to produc e a specific instance of their exercise. The silence of
ecclesiastical history respectin g the cessation of miraculous gifts in the
Church , is to be ascri bed, not to the insensibili ty of Christians to that impor-
tant event , (accordin g to Mr. Gibbon 's sarcastic assertion ,) but to the com-
bined operation of prejudice and policy—of prejudice which made them re-
luctant to believe, of policy which made them anxious to conceal the truth. —>
Let me repeat that I offer these observa tions with that diffidence in my own
conclusions , which ought to be the predomina nt feeling in the mind of every
inquirer into the ways of Providence. I collect from passages alread y cited
from the book of Acts, that the power of workin g miracles was withdrawn ,
combined with an anxiety to keep up a belief of its continu ance in the Church.
They affirm in general terms , that mirac les were performed , but rarel y ven-
ture to produce an instance of a particular mirac le. Those who followed
them were less scrupulous , and pro ceeded to invent miracles , very differen t
indeed in circumstances and charac ter from the mirac les of the gospel, yet
readil y believed by men who were not disposed nicely to examine into the
evidence of facts which they wished to be tru e. The Success of the first at*
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tempts naturally encoora jyed others to practise similar impositions upon the
creaulHy of mank ind. fa emy succeeding age miracles multiplied in num.
her ana increas ed J n extravagance ; till at length , by their frequency, they
lost all title to the name, since they could be no longer considere d as devia-
tions from the ordinary course of nature. "—Pp. 98—102.

With similar diffidence we would beg leave to suggest (after Bishop
Pea rce) that the promise of our Lord to his apostles, that he would be with
them to the end of the age, £&>$ r  ̂trvvrsXtiou; rov ouuvn q, authorizes us to limit
the bestowment and the exercise of mirac ulous gifts, not merel y to the apos-
tolical times, but to the period which was closed by the destruction of Je-*
rusalem and the desolation of Judea. In the discourses of our Lord recorded
by J ohn near the conclusion of his Gospel, we find him comfor ting his dis-
ciples with such promises as these ; " I will not leave you comfortless, (or-
phans ,) I will come to you. A little while and ye shall see me, because I
go to the Father. I wij l see you again , and your heart shall rejoice. If a
man love me, he will keep my words : and my Father will love him, and
we will come to him, and make our abode with him." All these passages
manifestly refer to what in other passages in the same discourse is described
as the sendin g and the coming of the comforter , or the advocat e, that is, of
the Holy Spirit. If such Were the presence of Jesus with his disciples, if he
were with them in the miraculous power s with which they were endowed,
and if he have limited his continu ance with them to the end of the age, are
we not warranted in believing tha t, at the end of the age, those powers,
being no longer required , were no longer conferred ? " The gospel of the
kingdom had then been preached in all the world for a witness to all na-
tions," as our Lord had predicted ; the spirit of prophecy had borne ample
testimony to his divine mission ; all that he had foreto ld respecting his
coming, as he sat on the Mount of Olives, having been fully accomplished ;
and the Mosaic dispensation had been concluded by the almighty hand to
which it owed its introduction and establishment. The Jewish adversaries
were silenced : the Gentiles, in every part of the civilized world, had seen
the demonstrations of divine power which every where attended the preach -,
ing of the gospel ; the history of Christ and of the labours of his apostles
was committed to writing, while thousands were living who could attest to
others the credibilit y of all that the histor y contained . Miracles , therefore ,
were no longer necessary ; the future success of the gospel might be safely
left to the operati on of natural means, and by such only, we are inclined to
believe, it was from tha t time aided. It is certainl y a rema rkable fact , that
in the writings which are ascrib ed to the Fathers who are called Apostolic,
who were the immediate successors of the apostles, no pretensions on their
part to the possession of any supern atu ral powers are advanced.

In an Appendix to this chapter, some very valuable extracts, in reference
to this subject, are given from some manuscrip t Lectures on Ecclesiastical
Histor y, by the late Dr. J. Hey ; just ly described , as all will acknowled ge
who are acquainted with the excellent course delivered by him as Norrisia n
Professor , as " one of the most acut e, most impartial , and most judicious
divines of modern times." (P. 163.) We cannot refrai n from citing the
following passage :

" The authors on both sides of this question concerning the rea lity of the
miraculous powers in the primitive Church, seem to have looked too far
before them, and to have argued the point with too. much regar d to the come-
quences which were lively to follow from Us being determined in this manner
or in that. Those who defend the pretensions of the Fathers , do it thr ough
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fear , test* if't hey shquM apjK iar ludefenSibte , the eauge of Christ ianity should
suffer by the condemnat ion[-of its early pr opagators. Those who accuse the
Fathers of superstitio n, weakness, or falsehood, consider what iacteBWe dis-»
grac e they shall brin g upon Popery by shewing the impurity of the sources
from which all its distinguishing doctri nes have taken their rise. But why, in
searchin g after truth, should we give the least attenti on to any consequences
whatsoever ? We know with certain ty* beforehand , tha t error of every kind ,
if it is not an evil in itself, is always productive of evil in some degree or
other ; and that to distinguish tru th from falsehood, is the likeliest method we
can tak e to make our conduct accepta ble to God and beneficial to man.
Nothin g can be more groundless tha n the fears which some men indulge;
lest the credit of Christia nity should suffer along with the reputation of
several of its professors ; or more weak than considering that a sufficient
reason for defending the veracit y of the Fathers at all events. There are soin£
miracles recorded in ecclesiastical history which are too childish and ridicu -
lous for any one to believe ; and thjere are some indisputable records of the
vices of the Christian s, and more particularl y of the clergy : so that , if Chris -
tianit y can suffer by such objections , (for which there is no kind of founda -
tion in reason ,) it has alread y  suffered even in the estimation of those who
think the objections of weight. All agree (at ieast all Protestants) that ther e
have been pious frauds and forged miracles , as well as that the sacred order
have been in some ages extremel y vicious. The only difference then is in the
degree of this charge , or rather about the century with regard ta which it
ought to take place ; but what difference can such a circumstance as that
make in respect of the divine origin of Christianity ? We may, therefore ,
without fear or scruple, enter upon the discussion which I have been pre-
paring, and probe every apparent wound with resolution and accuracy. "—Pp.
163— 165.

The pretended miracle of th$ thunde ring legion, and the proposal of Tibe-
rius to the Senate, that Christ should be received among the Gods at Rome*both of which rest chiefly on the testimon y of Tertullia n, next come under
the review of the Professor : the latter of these is denied ; and the former
referred to the class of phenomena in the ordinar y course of nature. An
interestin g sketch of the Apology, esteemed by Lardner as the " master -
piece" of Tertullian , and a vindication of the early apologists for Christian ity,
against Mr. Gibbo n, succeed.—With the progress of Christi anity m the thre e
first centuries , the sufferings of its processors are closely connected. To the
subject of martyrd om, two of Tetfuilian's treatises , one of them entit led,
" Ad Mart yres,'* the other , *• Scorpiace," expre ssly relate ; and many
passages in his Apology, and in several other work s, bear testimon y to the
number of those who suffered , to their fortitude , and to what , in some ca^es,
hiust be deemed tfieir unwa rra ntable prodi gality of life. The controvers y
which arose out of the atte mpt of the elder Dodwell to diminish the number
of primitive mart yrs, obtains from our autho r as much notice , perha ps, as it
is entitled to receive, in the following passage ; which serves at the same;
time to repel the insidious remarks of Gibbon , grounded upon DodwelPs
statements :

" It caqi scar cely be necessary to remar k , that Hie original significat ion of
the word martyr is ' a witness ;' and thou gh in later times the appella tion lias
been generally confined to those who proved the, sincerit y of tlieir faith by
the sacri fice of their lives, in the time of Tertu llian it was used with greater
latitude , and comprehended all whom the pro fession of Christian ity had ex-
posed to any severe hardshi p, such as imprisonment or loss of prop erty --those
who are now usually distinguished by the name of confessors. To this lax
use of the term martyr must be chiefly ascribed the erro neous persua sion
which, ha* beea sp cajefuBy ekeriftfeeel by tfiQ Churqh Of Itoaw WPWlfoMfc fhf
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number 6f mar tyrs strictl y so called ; lor though it may havfc been greater
than Dodwell was willing to allow, it is certa in that his opinion appr oaches
much nearer to the truth tha n that of his opponents. We shall, however,
form a very inadequate idea of the suffering s endured by the primitive Chris-
tians , if we restrict them to the punish ments inflicted by the magistrate , or
to the outrages committed by a blind and infuriat e populace. Man y who
escaped the sword and the wild beasts , were destined to encount er trials of
the severest kind, though their sufferin gs attracted not the pub lic attention.
When we consider the species of authorit y exercised by head s of families in
those days, and the hatred by which many were actuated against Christianit y,
we may frame to our selves some notion of the conditio n of a wife, a child, or
a slave, who ventur ed to profes s a belief in its doctrines. This alone was
deemed a sufficient cause for repudiating a wife, or disinheritin g a son ; and
Tertul lian mentions by name a Governor of Capp adocia , who avenged the
conversion of his wife by persecuting all the Christians of the prov ince. So
heinous indeed was the offence that it cancelled all obligations. He who
committed it became at once an outca st from society, and was considered to
have forfeited his claim to the good offices of his nearest kinsman ; nor were
instances wantin g, if Tertullian's expressions are to be literally understoo d,
in which a brother informed agains t a brother , and even a parent against a
child."—Pp. 137—140.

Again ,

" Those mor e refined and ingenious torments which Gibbon supposes to
have existed only in the invention s of the monks of succeedin g ages, were9 if
we may belieye Tertullian , actuall y resorted to in his day. He states also that
attempts were frequentl y made to overcome the chastit y of the female mar -
tyrs, and that instead of being exposed to the wild beasts , they were con-
signed to the keepers of the publi c stews, to become the victims either of
seduction or of bru tal violence."—P. 157.

We canno t wonder , thou gh we may regret , that in such circumstances
undue honour was paid to the mart yr on the one hand —and on the other ,
too great severit y was manifested toward s those who could not endure perse-
cution. The doctrine of the efficacy of mart yrdom , to wash away every
stain of sin, and to procure for the soul, on its separation from the body, an
immedia te admission to the perfect happiness of heaven , was adapted to
encourage an impruden t, if not a sinful sacrifice of life, and to cherish super-
stition and fanaticism ; and in the discredit att ached to shrinkin g from suffer-
ing and dan ger, was laid the foundati on of those intern al divisions which
durin g a long period agitated and degraded the churc h.

The third chapter treat s of the State of Letters and Philosophy ; the sub-
ject with which Mosheim begins the Internal Histor y of the church. In this
part of his account of the second centur y, his observations relate princi pally
to the New Platonism in Egypt, introduced by Ammonius Saccas; and in
bis account of the third centur y, they almost entirel y refe r to Plotinus , the
most celebrated of the disciples of Ammonius . On these subjects the writin gs
of Tertullian afford no informa tion ; from them , therefore , the learn ed Pro-
fessor can deri ve no assistance in filling up Mosheim 's outline. He rightly
judged, however , that an examination of Tertullian 's own philosophical or
metaphysical notions would supply some curi ous and not unint eresti ng infor-
mation. These notions appear in various passages of his writin gs ; but par-
ticularl y in two treatises ; the one entitl ed, " De Testimonio Animse," the
other , " De Anima. " The design of the former is to prove that the soul
bears a natural testimon y, universa lly and uniforml y, to the existence and
perfections, of God, and to a future life and judgment. This is a favourite
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topic with him ; often urged in his reasonings with those Who admitted not
the authority of Scripture, or who evaded the arguments he drew from pro-
fane literature ; bearing, it is evident, a very close resemblance to the Com-
mon-sense philosophy of modern days. The latter treatise seems to have
been composed in opposition to the Platonists, the Valentinians, and the
Pythagoreans. The soul, according io Tertullian, includes both the vital
and intellectual principles ; has a beginning, but is in its own nature immor-
tal ; deriving its origin from the breath or substance of God ; it is corporeal,
having length , breadth, height and figure, an interior man corresponding in
form and feature to the exterior ; it is simple and uncompounded in sub-
stance, and endued with free will, which is, however, subj ect to the influence
of divine grace ; it is affected by external circumstances, is rational, possesses
an insight into futurity ; at death, is separated from the body ;  descends to
the parts below the earth, and there remains till the day of j udgment,
receiving a foretaste of the happiness or misery which is to be its everlasting
portion. The souls of the martyrs alone pass not through this middle state,
but are transferred immediately to heaven. The separation of the soul from
the body, he considers a consequence of the fall of Adam.—Acknowledging
that some of his speculations may appear trifling, and many of his arguments
weak and inconclusive, the learned Professor rightly observes, " It would be
the extreme of absurdity to compare the writings of Plato and Tertullian, as
compositions ; but if they are considered as specimens of philosophical
investigation, of reasoning and argument, he who professes to admire Plato
will hardly escape the charge of inconsistency, if he thinks meanly or speaks
contemptuously of Tertullian." Brucker hints (Hist. Crit. Philos. Tom.
III. p. 412), that Tertullian was led to adopt the philosophical notions he
maintained, especially that of the corporeality of the soul and of ail spirits,
tiot excepting even God himself, by his hatred of Plato's doctrines, and his
opposition to the Gnostic systems of emanation, derived from Platonism.
This is by no means improbable. Dr. Priestley calls Tertullian " the most
determined Materialist in Christian antiquity ;" but surely he cannot be
deemed a Materialist in the sense which is usually affixed to that term. The
chapter concludes with a brief statement of Tertullian *s notions respecting the
nature of angels and daemons : in support of which he in vain appeals to the
authority of Scripture.

(To be continued.)

Art. II.—The History of the Ref ormation of the Church of England. By
Henry Soames, M. A., Rector of Shelley, in Essex, 2 Vols. 8vo.
Reign of King Henry VIII*

The History of the Reign of Henri/ VIIL, comprising the Political History
of the Commencement of the Eng lish Ref ormation. By Sharon Turner,
f . S. A. and R. A. S. L. Second edition. 2 Vols. 8vo.

A History of England f rom the First Invasion by the Ramans. By John
Lingard, 1). D. Vol. VI. Second edition.

The important portion of our history to which the works mentioned at
the head of the present article are devoted, has lately received much illustra-
tion, not only from the labours and industry of historians and memoir-writers,
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but also from the tesearches recently made inr the State~Paper Offi ce* tty%
result of which, in the discovery of many most valuable documents, has, we»
understand, been highly interesting and successful. Should those documents
be given to the public, we shall not fail to nj ake our readers acquainted
with their nature and value ; at present.our intention is to devote a few pages;
to the examination of the writers whose names are mentioned above ; and in
so doing, we propose to notice, in the first instance, that portion of their
works which relates to the ecclesiastical history of this country during the
reign of Henry VIII., and in a subsequent Number to give some account of
the illust ration which our civil history, during the same period, has received
from their labours, and especially so far as it regards the character of the So-
vereign.

It is not altogether creditable to our literature, that nearly three centuries
should have elapsed since the Reformation, and yet that we should still be
without a philosophical history of that great Revolution. The Protestant wri-
ters on the one hand, regarding it as the key-stone of their own Church, have
been led by their partial feelings to mis-state both the principles upon which
its proceeded, and the characters of those who were engaged in its execution ;
while, on the other hand, the partizans of the Roman hierarchy have spoken
of it as men might be expected to speak who have witnessed the subversion,
of their prejudices and the destruction of their power. No historian, how~
ever, has yet ventured to set this signal event in that clear and true light in,
which all who correctly estimate the nature and value of religious freedom
must regard it, as one single step only, though certainly a most important
step, towards a real Reformation, and as furnishing not only a precedent, but
admitted principles, upon which to argue the great question of perfect liberty
in matters of conscience. The reasons which were urged by the first Re-
formers against the spiritual domination of a Pope, apply with equal force to
the supremacy of a Potentate ; and when Cranmer proved the absurdity and
injustice of allowing Clement to controul the consciences of Englishmen, he
in effect disproved die existence of a similar right in Henry, in whose hands
it was really more dangerous, as more closely allied to temporal authority .
To impugn the authority of the papal Bull, was, in fact, to subvert the
Articles of the Protestant Church ; and, however misrepresented by those who
are interested in staying its progress, the Reformation must be regarded as
the commencement merely, and not the completion, of the great scheme of
religious independence.

In the application of the principles upon which the Reformation was
founded, its early supporters fell into a lamentable but not uncommon error.
They clearly saw the iniquity of suffering a foreign potentate to impose upon
them a rule of faith , but they were not unwilling themselves to exercise a
similar coercion over the consciences of their countrymen. The spirit of
Popish supremacy still reigned in their hearts, though they liked a Royal Pope
better than an Episcopal one ; and the evil dominion over the religious opi-
nions of men, which was found so grievous when logded in the hands of the
Roman Pontiff, was only transferred and not destroyed. The merit, therefore,
which the most prominent founders of the Reformation here are entitled to
claim, is not of the highest order . They exerted themselves willingly to
effect a transfer of power in which they were themselves to become sharers,
and to which they might be prompted by a desire to conciliate the affections
of their sovereign. How truly devoid of the sincere spirit of religious liberty,
or even of toleration, these men were, is evinced by the. whole history of thw
times, in which we find them exercising towards those whom they deemed

274 > Rgv^.̂ Jfygjf ofa f afo r mir tf afy



schismatics and heretics, the same persecuting cruelties which they themselves
afterwards* in many instances, endured at the hands of their Popish adversa-
ries. Had it been imagined at the period of the Reformation that such a
measure could be construed into a recognition of the principle, that the
religious opinions of every individual are solely under his own dominion and
cognizance, there is little doubt that tne contemplated change would have
been viewed with terror and abhorrence, and that the Churchmen who so
zealously promoted its progress, would decidedly have preferred the servitude
of Rome to a freedom so dangerous to their dearest prejudices and interests.

But views like these cannot be expected from a member of that Church
which was erected by the hands of the English Reformers. To Mr. Soames
the Reformation is a work which left nothing to be desired, and which placed
upon a sure basis the interests of rational religion. In transferring to the
native Sovereign the supremacy in spiritual matters, that important power
became re-vested in its original depository, and all t hat remained to be done
was to guard it from resumption by the Roman Pontiff. The persons engaged
in effecting this change are of course regarded by Mr. Soames as men who,
laboured wisely and well in their great calling, and whose characters are to
be held up to the love and veneration of posterity. The Catholics and their
proceedings are, on the other hand, regarded by him with a jealous and an
evil eye ; and though the two parties at this period differed very slightly
indeed, either in principle or in practice, a most partial measure of praise and
censure is dealt out to them. When Cranmer presides at the trial of a
wretched Sacramentary, and condemns him to the flames, an excuse is found
for the Reformed Prelate, in the plea that he was merely the instrument of
the law ; but when the persecutions of a Popish Bishop are detailed, we find
no industrious collection of extenuating circumstances. Even the cruel
policy of Henry meets with but a small portion of that reprobation which
would have been, without doubt, bestowed upon it, had he committed his
atrocities in endeavouring to force Catholicism upon his subjects ; and when
Mr. Soames no longer can venture to withhold his censures, the cruelties and
persecutions of the king are attributed to the instigation of the Catholics,
The ecclesiastical hatred descends also on the children's children ; the fight is
still for the goodly birthright won from the Papal Antichrist : and if the,
crime or folly of the Popish zealot of other days is blazoned forth, it is to
point the popular venom against his ill-fated descendant.

In preferring these charges against Mr. Soames, we do not mean to impute
to him an intention to misrepresent or to mislead. To expect that a
faithful son of the triumphant Church should produce a j ust and impartial
narrative of the Reformation of his own Church, and the fight by which shq
won what he means to k^ep, is almost as reasonable asi to look for a correct
history of the Catholic hierarchy from the college of Cardinals. But, unfor^
tunately* the evil and mischief of this false colouring are not materially
diminished by the honesty of the historian whose hand lays it on. That Mrt
Soames has, with an unsparing hand, mad$ use of these false colours in th§
picture which he has drawn of the Reformation, we shall soon proceed to
shew, although the full effect of his misrepresentations cannot be properly
appreciated without a perusal of the whole texture of his work.

The partial feelings of our Churchmen are; in nothing more evident than
in their estimation of the character of Henry VIIL, whom they regard as the,
champion of the Reformation. Had that Prince been indeed actuated by the
true spirit of religious freedom and reformation, in his opposition to the.
tyrannical dominion of the Roman See, he might have attracted son*? portion
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of our regard, notwithstanding the abhorrence and disgust with which other
parts of his character inspire us. So far, however, was Henry from acknow-
ledging, in the most distant manner, the right of private judgment in matters
of religion , that never, under Pope nor under Potentate, were the consciences
of men held in more thorough thraldom than under this reforming Sovereign.
To make his own opinions, instead of those of Popes and Councils, the
standard by which his subj ects were to form theirs, is the sole merit to which ,
as a Reformer, he is entitled. But in the eyes of Mr. Soames, the royal
antagonist of Popery necessarily finds favour, and excuses are framed and
apologies offered for some of his most reprehensible acts. No one who has
fairly studied the character of Henry, can doubt for a moment that, in pro-
curing his first divorce, his pretended religious scruples were merely urged
in order to further his personal wishes ; and yet we are gravely told by Mr.
Soames, (Vol. I. p. 258,) that " he could not rest satisfied until his marriage
was dissolved by the same authority that had allowed him to contract it; so
that while he gratified his love for Anne Boleyn, his conduct should be
solemnly pronounced no other than such as became a man of religion and
integrity " So, again, we are informed that " something must in fairness
be conceded to the King's conscientious scruples, by those who are anxious
to take a sound view of this memorable affai r." (P. 264.) The conduct of
Henry itself furnishes an answer to these remarks. He made Anne Boleyn
his wife before his prior marriage had been " dissolved by the same autho-
rity that had allowed him to contract it:" and little credit can be given to
scruples which never occurred to his mind for the first seventeen years of
his marriage, nor until a new passion had rendered the person of his wife
distasteful to him.

It is not merely by offering apologies for the conduct o? Henry that Mr.
Soames endeavours to raise his character in the estimation of his readers, but
he has also adopted the indirect system of which Hume has made so skilful a
use, that of bestowing upon his champion eulogistic epithets, to which he has
not in reality the slightest claim. Thus, in speaking of the King's conduct
to Catherine of Arragon, after their separation, he says, (Vol. I. p. 390,)
" He so far departed from his wonted nobleness of mind, as to harass the
repudiated Princess by a second message in July, of which the Duke of
Suffolk was the bearer"—as if nobleness of mind could dwell with the dark
and cruel passions which inhabited the bosom of Henry.

But it is chiefly in reviewing the conduct of Henry in Ecclesiastical matters,
that the prejudices of Mr. Soames manifest themselves. A ware that every
person of common feeling must reprobate the severities practised at the period
of the Reformation, Mr. S. endeavours sometimes to justify them as acts of
political necessity, and sometimes to throw the blame attaching to them en-
tirely upon the Catholics. Thus, in speaking of the unfortunate Carthusians,
who suffered, to the letter, the pains of treason, for refusing to acknowledge
the King's supremacy, Mr. Soames makes the following observation : " Nor
are rulers ever placed under more painful circumstances than when , from a
due regard to the public peace, and to their own security, they are obliged to
visit honest but dangerous men with the penalties of the law"—a plea which
might be urged with precisely the same degree of justice by all who choose
to impose their dogmas upon others, and to regard a reluctance to receive
them as the sign of rebellion. A similar apology is offered for the execution
of Fisher and More, a deed of barbarity which even Mr. S. acknowledges
" has impressed a stain of cruelty upon the Reformation." In the same
spirit, the execution of the Maid of Kent, and of those who perished with her,
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is styled ic an act of justice ;" as though superstition , or folly, or pri estcr aft ,
were a crime which the princi ples of justice required to be punished with
death. But in attributin g the atrocities of Henr y's reign to the Papists, Mr.
Soames has displayed a more than usua l ingenuit y :—-" Thus it appears that
the cruelties of King Hen ry 's rei gn, though unquestionabl y castin g a black
shade over his memory, are main ly, if not entirel y, attributable to either the
princi ples or the practices of Romish partizans. " (Vol. II. p. 646.) Now
it is certain ly singular that the Catholics should be accused of being accessary
to thei r own destruction. Are we then to believe that More and Fisher Were
not victims to the re formed doctrine of the King's supremac y } If Mr. Soames
merel y means to tell us that the spirit of Popery is a persecutin g spirit , we
reply, that the same spirit pervades every system of faith which pretends to
enforce its doctrin es by pains or by penalties ; and that in f ew churches has a
lar ger proportion of that spirit resided than in the Reformed Church of En-
gland under Hen ry VII I., and that if the Roman Church be chargeable with
more of its effects than any other , it has probabl y only its greater anti quity to
thank for the pre-eminence. Not satisfied with imputin g the religious seve-
rities of Henr y's rei gn to the Catholics , Mr. Soames, like other Prot estant
writers , charges them with incitin g Henr y to put Anne Boleyn to death , as
thou gh the King's own headlong cruelt y and unbridled passions were not
sufficient to account for that deed of atrocit y.

While Henr y, as the great hero of the Reformation , is the especial object of
Mr. Soames's care , he does not neglect to sound the praises of the other
prin cipal persons engaged in that revolution , amongst whom Cranmer , of
cours e, holds the most conspicuous place.

In attem pting to vindicate the character of Cranmer from the char ge of dis-
ingenuousness , in the protest made by him previously to takin g the oath on
his consecration , Mr. Soames advances princi ples which he would be the first
to condemn in the Romanists. The particulars of this transactio n, which has
been much canvassed in the litera ry controversies respecting the life and cha-
racter of Cranmer , were shortl y these. In order to be legally consecrated , it
was necessar y that the Prelate elect should tak e an oath , which, accordin g to
its term s, might bind him to a line of conduct at variance , as he conceived,
with his duty to his sovere ign and his countr y. Unless such was his impres-
sion, he would , it is obvious , have considered a protest unnecessa ry ; but the
whole tenor of that instrument shews that he regarded it, in its words and or-
dinar y sense, as prescribin g duties which he could not conscientiousl y fulfil.
" Non est nee ent meae voluntatis aut intentionis per hujusmodi juramentum
vel juramenta , qualitercum que verba in ip sis p osita sonare videbuntur , me
obligare ," &c. Indeed , the words of the oat h were sufficientl y pointed and
explicit , as for instance , in the following passage—" Papatum Romanum et
regalia S. Petri adjutor eis ero ad defendendum , sa lvo meo ordine contra
omnem hominem ," The meanin g of this passage, accordin g to the inter pre-
tation of the part y imposing the obligation , can scarcel y be mistaken. The
" ordo" there mentioned , is doubtless , as Bishop Marsh has observ ed, the
Monastic order to which the Bishop elect belonged, and the clause was
merely a saving of his privileges as a member of that order ; but Mr. Soames
has ingeniously enlar ged the sense of the term to suit the latitude of Cra nmer 's
conscience. " It may therefore ," says he, " be reasonabl y concluded, th at
the clerical or episcopal orde r is the one intended , and that consequ ently the
prelate bound himself to nothin g inconsistent with what he should consider,
to be his duty as a Christian minister ," Does Mr * Soames the n contend that
this is the sense in which the clause was understood by the Court of Rome ?
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The interpretation i& most irii£rab&ble ¦} but, continues he, a the oath fe
conceived in ternis of sailbtgtrofus import, aaid is therefore such, possibly, as a
conscientious cler^msin may safely take ; especially if he be careful to have*
it understood, at the time of this compliance, that he never will consent to in-
terpret this evasive formulary in anjr tnanner inconsistent with his duty as a*
Christian arid a citizen." But by whom understood ? Surely by the party
imposing the oath ; and had Clement been present at this protest,, can it be
conceived that he would have suffered the Archbishop elect to assume his new
dignity ? The conduct of Cranmer, however, on this occasion, is regarded by
Mr. Soames as ¦" a proof of his candour and integrity "! " With that sin-
cerity by which he was so distinguished, he came forwards publicly before
he took an ambiguous oath, to declare that he would consent to interpret it,
and to act upon it, in that sense only which was perfectly unexceptionable !"
That an exceptionable oath can be Tendered unexceptionable by the uncom-
municated protest of the party taking it, is one of those refinements in casu-
istry Which we might expect to meet amongst the disciples of Loyola, but
which we could scarcely have anticipated from a Protestant clergyman. Had
Cranmer been as sincere in his desire of avoiding his new dignity, as Some
writers have supposed, the imposition of this oath would, it may be thought,
have- afforded a very plausible ground for refusing the mitre.

The portion of his work devoted by Mr. Sharon Turner to the History of the
Reformation, is inconsiderable, and scarcely evinces the research and indus-*
try which are observable through the rest of his pages. He has, indeed, in
his preface, given some explanation of this omission.

•" The author has left the theological subj ects which arose little noticed at. . •" The author has left the theological subjects which arose little noticed at
present, that he may more distinctly consider them by themselves at a future
period, when the great subject can be more justly and more intellectually con-
templated on its moral ana philosophical bearings, and as a completed whole.
f n the meantime, the works of Burnet and Strype, the late publications of Mi*.
Butler and Mr. Southey, and the recent history of Mr. Soames, will fulfy sup-
ply all the religious details which are here deferred."

In attributing the Reformation to political rather than to religious causes,
Mr. Turner has taken a more correct view of that event than Mr. Soames :
but. his unfortunate resolution to vindicate the character of Henry (of which
we shall say more hereafter) forbids us to look for either a candid or a philo-
sophical narrative of that event from his hands. The spirit in which we may
expect this subject to be treated may be gathered from the brief- specimen
which Mr. Turner has presented to us in the present volumes, and especially
from the severity with which he has commented upon the character of Sir
Thomas More.

The limits which we have prescribed to ourselves will not permit us at
present to enter into a detailed examination of Dr. Lingard's History, so far
as it is connected with the Reformation, but we shall probably revert to it on
another opportunity. We shall only observe, that it lies open to much
remark, more especially in the confidence with which Dr. L. cites the au-
thority of Sanders and Pole, upon whose statements it is difficult to place
reliance. We shall, however, conclude by quoting his succinct history of
religious intolerance :

" The king, Uke all other Reformers, made his own ju dgment the standard,
of orthodoxy, but he enjoyed an advantage which few besides himself could
claim—^he power of enforcing obedience to his decisions. That the teachers
of erroneous doctrine ought to be repressed by the authority of the civil ma-
gistrate, was a masrim which at drat 'period had been consecrated by the osdtiftt
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&n& pi&ctiee of ages. No sooner had Constahtfne *he Great Embraced Chris-
tianity, than he enacted against Dissenters from the established creed the Same
punishments which his pagan predecessors had inflicted on those who aposta-
tized from the religion of their fathers. His example was frequently fol-
lpwed by succeeding emperors $ it ^a^ 

adopted without hesitation by the
princes of the Northern tribes, who after their conversion were accustomed
to supply from the imperial constitutions the deficiencies of their own scanty
legislation. Hence religious intolerance became part of the public law of
Christendom : the principle was maintained, the practice enforced by the
Reformers themselves, and whatever might be the predominant doctrine, the
Dissenter from it invariably found himself liable to civil restrictions, perhaps
to imprisonment and death. By Henry the laws against heresy were executed
with equal rigour both before and after his quarrel with the Pontiff,"

Art* III. —Me* moire en faveur de la LibertS des Cultes ; couronni p ar la
Socttti de la Morale ChrStienne ; par M» Alexandre Vinet, du Canton de
Vaud. Paris. 8vo. 1826.
The Canton de Vaud is a fit spot from whence a defence of the princU

pies of religious liberty on the broadest scale sbould issue; and as the work
before us has been crowned by the sanction and applause of a most , respect*
able religious society in France, and may therefore be reasonably supposed
to speak to a considerable extent the sentimeftts of the friends of freedom oF
opinion there, we shall give an analysis of its contents ; and that we may
still further illustrate the tone adopted in France on these subjects, and the
freedom in which even public journals discuss them, we designedly confine
ourselves to almost literally translating this analysis from the review of the
book in the " Globe," an able and highly-interestirig newspaper published
in Paris three times a week.

The question of religious liberty, according to M. Vmet's view of it, re-
solves itself into the three following propositions:

No temporal power, no government has a right to decide upon the merits
of different systems of religious opinion, nor consequently to exercise au-
thority over them, or to protect one or more at the expense of the rest.
Supposing, however, that a government had this right, it could not, from the
very nature of religiouis opinions, fairly and justly exercise it; and final ly,
even if it were possible so to do, to attempt to exercise the power would be
contrary to the interests both of the government and of religion.

The two first of M. Vinet's propositions are of course designed to make
out the title to religious liberty as a right, while the tendency of the third is
to recommend toleration as a matter of policy ; that is to say, to^ enjoin the
expediency of adopting in practice what the two others established as just in
theory.

The arguments in support of the two fi rst propositions are numerous.
But they all resolve themselves into and are founded on this—that the free
and honest exercise of religious conviction of every kind is and ought to be
sacred and inviolable ; and that we should no longer be men or accountable
beings if any one had the right of compelling us to believe what seems to us
to be false, or not to believe what seems to us to be true. Religious worship
being merely the public profession of religious conviction, is entitled to the
same liberty. That cannot be refused to the consequence, which is granted
to the principle: acts of conscience are, therefore, as mviolable as conscience
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itself, and hence, as no one has a right to force conviction upon us, no one
has a right to dictate to us or contro ul our religious worship.

If, however , it should be argued that although this right cannot belong to
individuals because of their equali ty one with another , it may yet be dele-
gated to the state , as the common functionar y or protector commissioned to
maintai n the public peace,—M. Vinet answers this objection by thus definin g
the legitimate functions of the state or civil power.

It is authorized to take care of and to support the morale of the social
body, that is to say, to maintain public order and decency. This char ge,
however , implies no ri ght to intermeddle with individual or domestic mo-
ralit y, and consequentl y no right over those reli gious or philosophical opi-
nions which constitute its basis. When any one, therefore , makes a public
profession of a particular rel igious worshi p or creed without any act which
offends against public peace or order , he is out of the reach of the civil
magistrate and in no wise accountable to him. If, on the contrar y, a parti-
cular reli gion or worshi p violates the public order of society in any particular
overt act , the stat e is authorized to check such an infrin gement , and to re-
strain that worshi p, or at least that part or act of it which offends against the
peace of society ; but even then it has no right to proscribe the exercise of
that religious worshi p altogether , under pretence that it contains somethin g
contrar y to the laws of society. It has cognizance only of acts, not of opi-
nions.

Still less has the state a right to require every one to adopt some sort of
external profession of religion, if it should find some who on conscientious
conviction decline to profess any. If, however , by acts or a public expres-
sion of indifference or disbelief in the opinions of others , an annoyance or
social disord er is committed , the civil power resumes its risjht , and it may
impose silence, only, however , in those respects m which an act of offence
against the peace of society has been committed. The stat e, in short ,
stands on the same footing with conscience as every individua l does, havin g
no right over conscience itself or its acts , whether positive or negative , pro-
vided tha t these acts are not opposed to the execution of the laws or to the
respect due to pub lic moralit y.
. M. Vinet then proceeds to the supposition of the state being invested with
this right , which he denies to be implied in its institution. Grantin g that it
is empowered to preside over the conscience, to bend it accordin g to its own
discipline, that is to say, to impose any sort of what it calls truths , how is it
to set to work ? The task is possible as far as regards some sorts of truths :
such, for example, as are self-evident , and which common sense cannot
refuse to admit. It would undou btedly be tyrannical and absurd to proclaim
a state ari thmetic or a state geometr y ; still, without settin g up for an infalli-
ble arith metician , the state could find some points in these sciences fixed and
agreed on by all, which it might as well as not promul gate officiall y. In the
case of religious truth , or axioms on the contrar y, where shall we find the
fixed point on which all agree ? The very essence of this truth is its being
matter of revelation or deducti on, and not being eviden t to the senses. The
state is neither a philosopher nor a theologian ; but if it were , how many
philosophers and theologians could be found who would exactly agree with it
in definin g a single point ? Does it ever happen that two men hold precisely
the same opinions on these subjects ? To avoid this perplexity, the state
must resolve on deliberatin g by itself, and abidi ng by its own opinion . Ite
it so; but then which of tne thousand solutions , adopted by mankind from
time to time, will it in the result make choice of, with regard to these impor-

280 Review.—Vinet on Religious JAherty.



tant and momentous question s ? Suppose it to adopt Christianity as its standard
of religious truth ; still there are degrees and differences in Christianity* •
Will the state or will it not admit any one to be a Christian who does not be*
lieve the doctrine of the Divinity of Jesus Christ without any qualification ? If'
it does not, the Socinian, the Pelagian , and many more professing Christians*are declared to be out of the pale of this law of the state. If, on the other
hand, they are admitted, two sorts of truth are recognized as legal ; the door is
open to all kinds of dissent; and the end sought to be attained, is altogether
missed. Take another supposition. Let there be a line drawn thus : say
that only the Atheist and the Materialist shall be proscribed, because it may
be assumed that there is not a particle of truth contained in their doc-
trines.' Still this would be saying in other words, that the state not being able
to decide what is the true religion, authorizes and establishes all, on conside-
ration that every body shall profess some religion ; but that those who refuse
to profess any shall be punished. But are Materialists and Atheists the only
persons who neglect the outward conformities of religion ? There may be,
for instance, a Deist who professes what is in accordance with all the great
moral truths of Christianity ; must he, unless he conforms to some ceremonial
of worship, be persecuted or proscribed ? Would you protect the Jew or the
Armenian, or even the Indian who worships a God under nobody knows what
absurd incarnation, while the man who thinks with Plato or Marcus Aure-
Hus should be put out of the protection of the laws ? Nothing could be
more absurd.

There is then no medium. The state, if it would not outrage common sense,
must make no difference between differing opinions on matters of religion or
philosophy, whatever they may be. It must grant equal liberty, equal pro-
tection, to all sorts of belief or disbelief, as matters of opinion. What, it
may be said, is the Atheist then to be protected ? M. Vinet says, Yes !
and here the honesty of his conviction is put to the test. An Atheist is in his
eyes a monster, and he calls him so involuntarily, yet he claims for him tole-
ration and protection ; and it is only in the event of his seeing such a person
practising, by overt acts, what we may consider the consequence of his prin-
ciples, and committing actions destructive of the peace and order of society,
that he would consider himself justified in departing from his neutrality, and
then only to restrain the acts, not the opinions.

In short, M. Vinet contends, that the nature of religious opinion precludes
the possibility of the state's determining, with certainty and justice, which is
the . best, and can, therefore, adopt no one form of worship in preference to
another ; and secondly, that, if it had the power, liberty of conscience would
forbid the right to exercise it.

This is the theory from which M, Vinet proceeds to the policy of its appli-
cation. He supposes that it may be asked, admitting that social morality and
forms of religion are distinct, Is there not a necessary connexion between
civil order and religion ? The state is not an abstract existence without pas-
sions or prejudices ; it is an assembly of men who, as men, have their opi-
nions. How then , it may be said, can it be expected that when, possessed of
power* they should not and ought not to employ it to protect the faith which
they adopt ? Besides, in so doing, they may be actuated by the best mo-
tives ; among governments there may, perhaps, be some who consult the
good of the governed. May not, therefore, one who is convinced of the effi-
cacy of religion on the morals of men, and who is convinced that the reli-
gion he professes is pure, mild, and full of good fruits , give it his encourage-
ment. Drotect it. and seek to make it prevail over all others ?

Review.— Vinet on Religious Liberty . 281

VOL. I. U



Be it so !—The state and every good man would wish such a reljgipn to
triumph. Its influence is. the best remedy for the evils which disturb society.
But the question then arises , What ; is the best means of attainin g the end de-
sired ? Is it best to declare this religion, the religion of the state ? Beware ,
says M, Vinet; if you do, you wither it at the root. You may see its ranks
swell in numbers , but what signify numbe rs ? A thousand hypocrites are
not worth one honest believer. Power may propagate opinions, but propa-
gate only to destro y- The conscience is not reach ed, the surface only is
touched. This is not the conquest which is desired ; it is faith that is wanted,
not conformity ; piety and sincerity, not the parad e of ceremonials.

Pbwer too, however justly administered ,, has and makes itself opponents ,
and these opponents insensi bly range themselves against the religion which
power establis hes. The friends of the state adop t its faith in sycophancy, its
enemies reject it from a spirit of opposition. Even for those who resist pre-
judice of either sort , religion loses some of its charms when allied to power ;
truth itself is suspected when imposed upon us autho ritatively, and one al-
most feels a pleasure in resistance.—Woe to truth when it conies with such
allies. When resistan ce becomes a point of honour , hesitat ion swells into
decision ; and increduli ty is magnified into heroism. —The ministers, too,
of. religion become puffed up with pride and the feeling of power. Little by
little they forget their station; they cease to_care about convincing, and begin
to persecute ; peace and charity are . far from their lips.—But this is not all ;
the state 's quarrel becomes their s ; the state meddles with rel igion, and they
in return meddle with the state ; it g£ves them the support of soldiers, and
they repay the obligation with sermons ; thus the pulpit becomes a political
tri bun e, and where then is jeligion ?

Thus, then, M. Vinet ar gues, the interest of religion and the interest of
society (which has need of religion) concur in recommendi ng that the state ,
as a state, should ,have none. It would not be Atheistic on that account , as
some preten d. Atheism implies certa in opinions, and the state should have
none-; it neither denies nor mainta ins any thin g. Confining itself to its legi-
timate province, it should regulate only, the purel y civil transactions of the
communit y, grantin g to all its members equal rights whatever be thei r opi-
nions ; and as to modes of worsh ip, it should give free libert y to all, without
salar ying any, without favour , prero gative, or preeminence to any. By the
force of emulation , and the free collision of opinion and reason , truth will
ultimatel y prevail, and then, at least, its tri umph will be pure , honourable , and
useful, for it will be the triu mph of truth , and of truth alone.

A drea m it is, it will be said* of <iay$ to come : and so M. Vinet admits ;
but , as he contend s, no idle Utopia. There are still many countries where it
nuight not be pruden t thus to emancipate all reli gions, but it is not the less
On that account the end towards which the honest and faithful believer , as
well as the sound politician , should aim ; since it is the only sure road of
keeping alive active and honest zeal in the cause of rel igion, at the same time
that it preser ves the peace and harmony of society.
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Art. IV.—A Discourse preached at
the Dedication of the Second Con-
gregational Unitarian Churchy Mew
York, Dec. 7, 1826. By W. E.
Channin^ New York, 1826. 8vo.
pp. 57.—-Reprinted in England under
the following" title : The sup erior
Tendency of Unitarianism to form
an elevated Religious Character.
A Discourse, fy c. Reprinted from
the New York Edition. Liverpool,
F. B. Wright : London, Teulon
and Fox, R. Hunter, and D. Eaton.
1827. 12irno. pp. 41.
This is a very remarkable Sermon ,

and has caused , as we are informed , a
considerable sensation in Americ a. Its
object is to shew the superiority of Uui*
tarianism to all other forms of Christi-
anity as a means of promoti ng " true,
deep and living p iety.1' Not content with
repelling an accusation constantl y brou ght
against the opinions which we receive as
scri ptu ral and true , Dr. Channing boldly
carries the war into the territories of our
opponents , exposes the evil tendency of
their most favourite doctrines , and es-
tablishes by comparison the superior in*
terest and value of our sentiments . The
subject is well chosen in reference to the
occasion on which the discourse was
delivered , and , in his mode of treating it ,
the atrthrtr has displayed the intellectual
power, the depth of feeling, the energy
of expression , and at the same time the
gentleness of spirit , which have secured
for his fc/rmer writings such deserved
popularity , Taking as Ms text Mark xii.
29, 30, Dr. Chan ging first observes, that
the building is dedicate d " to the wor-
ship of the only living aud true God , and
to the teaching of the religion of his Son
Jesus Christ. " His remarks on the de-
dication service , to whic h some have made
objections , are excellent and of very ex-
tensive app lication. They are worth the
attention of those who object to services
at the settlement of Christian ministers.
" We are not among those who consider
the written word as a statute book , by
the letter of which every htep in life
mast be governed. We believe, on the
other hand , that one of the great excel-

lencies of Christianity is, tha t it does riot
deal in minute regulatio n, but that , hav-
ing given broad views of duty and en*
joined a pure and disinte rested spirit  ̂ it
leaves us to apply these rules and express
this spirit accord ing to the prom pting s
of the divine monitor within us, and ac-
cording to the claims arid exigencies of
the ever-vary ing condit ions in which we
are placed . We believe, too, that reve-
lation is not intended to supersede God' s
other modes of instructi on ; that it is
not intended to drown , but to render
more audible the voice of natu re . Now
nature dictate s the proprie ty of such an
act as we are this day assembled to per-
form ." Having observe d that the build -
ing is dedicated to the Unitarian doc-
trine , " and to Christianity interprete d
in consistency with it ," he gives the con-
viction , that th is system " is peculiarl y
the friend of inward, living, practical reli-
gion," as the great motive for zeal in its
propagation , and thus introduce s the
proper subject of his discourse. We can-
not withhold from our readers his expla-
nation of what he claims for Unitarian .
ism : " la speaking of Unitarian Chris t
tianity as promoting piety , I ought to
observe , that I use this word in its pro '-
per and highest sense . I mea n not every
thing which bears the name of piety, for
under this title superstition , fanaticis m
and formality , are walking abroad and
claiming respect. I mean not an anxious
frame of mind , not abject and slavish
fear , not a dread of hell , uot a repetition
of forms , not church £ohi£, not loud
profession , not severe censures of others '
irreli gion ; biit filial love1 and^ reverence
toward s God , habitual gratitude , cheer-
ful trust , ready obedience , and , though
last not least , an imitatkm ' of the ever
active and unbounded benevolence of the
Creator/ ' The remarks ©h the various
influences which modify the evil effects
of'errone ous creeds , are in their principle
tru ly philosophical , in their spirit de-
lightfu l , and in their expression beauti-
ful. We hardly know how to abrid ge,
yet we must not give Che whole passage.
4 * I mean not ," he says , " in commend-
ing or condemning systems , to pass sen-
tence on their pr.ofessors. I know the
power of the mind to select from a mul-
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tifarious system, for its habitual use,
those features or princi ples which are
generous , pure and ennobling, and by
these to sustain its spiritual life, amidst
the nominal profess ion of many errors.
I know that a creed is one thing as writ -
ten in a book , and another as it exists in
the minds of its advocates. In the book ,
all the doctrines appear in equal ly strong
and legible lines. In the mind many are
faintly traced and seldom recurred to,
whilst others are inscribed as with sun-
beams, and are the chosen, constan t
lights of the soul. Hence , in good men
of. opposing denominations , a real agree-
ment may subsist as to their vital princi-
ples of faith ; and amids t the division
of tongue s, there may be unity of soul ,
and the same internal . worsh ip of God,
By these remarks I do not mean , that
error is not evil , or that it bears no per-
nicious fruit. Its tendencies are always
bad. But I mean , that these tendencies
exert themselves amidst so many coun -
teracting influence s ; and that , injurious
opinions so ofte n lie dead through the
want of mixture with the common
thoughts , throu gh the mind 's not absorb *
ing them and chang ing them into its own
substance ; that the highest respect may,
and ought to be cherished for men in
whose creed we find much to disapprove ."

We shall first enumera te the particu -
lar s in wh ich the superiority of Unitarir
anism for the promotion of piety is main-
tained , and in which its tendency is con-
trasted with that of the opposite system.
1. It presents to the mind one, and only
one, Inf inite Person, to whom supreme ho-
mage is to be paid. 2. It holds forth and
preserves inviolate the spirituality of God :
here are some admirable remarks on the
effect of Trin itarianism in materializing
and embod ying the Supreme Being. 3.
Unitarianism presents a distinct and intel-
ligible, object of worshi p, a Being whose
nature , whilst inexpressibl y sublime , is
yet simple and suited to human appre-
hension. 4. It asserts the absolute and
unbounded perfection of God's character .
5. It accords with nature . 6. It opens
the mind to new and ever-enla rg ing views
of God. 7. It promote s piety by the high
p lace which it assigns to piety in the char ac -
ter and work of Jesus Christ . A fte r ably
illustrating this point , and shewing the
inconsistency of piety and devot ion with
supreme Godhead , the author indul ges in
a shor t digression to observe , " that we
deem our views of Jesus Christ more
interesting than those of Tritiitarian tani .
We feel tha t we should lose much , by
exchan ging the distinc t characte r and

mild radiance with which he offers him-
self to our miud s, for the confused and
irreconcileable glories with which that
system labours to invest him. According
to Uuitarianism , he is a Being who may
be understoo d, for he is one mind , one
conscious nature. According to the op-
posite faith , he is an inconce ivable com -
pound of two most dissimilar minds ,
joining in one pers on a finite and infinite
nature , a soul weak and ignorant , and a
soul almighty and omniscient ; and is
such a Being a proper object for human
thoug ht and affection ?" 8. Umtariauism
promotes piety by meeting the wants of
man as a sinner .: This is one of the most
interesting and striking port ions of the
Discourse. The au thor attempts to shew
what a sinner needs ; how Unitarianism
full y supp lies his wants , and how com-
pletely the doctri nes; of the Trin ity and
Atonem ent , notwithstanding thei r high
preten sions, fail in this respect. The
following passage will doub tless very
much shock believers in the commonly-
received doctrine of Atonement , and that
it was likely to have this effect, the au-
thor has shewn that he was himself sen-
sible ; but , anxiousl y as we should avoid
any wanton or useless attac k on the reli-
gious feelings, or even prejudices , of
others , we cannot but think in this in-
stance tha t the effect will be usefu l, for
we are persuaded that it is the doctrine
which shocks, not auy thing unjust in
the represent ation of it; and we hope
that many who were misled by mysteri-
ous languag e, and a refer ence to circum -
stance s different to any thi ng which falls
under their own observation , may be
broug ht to perceive the real characte r
of an error most injurious to the Divine
perfectio ns and pern icious in its influences
on human minds : " This doctrine of an
infinite substitute , suffering the penalty
of sin , to manifest God 's wrath against
sin , and thus to support his government ,
is, I fear , so familia r to us all , that its
monst rous character is overlooked. Let
me then set it before you in new terms ,
and by a new illustration ; and if in so
doing I may wound the feelings of some
who hear me, I beg them to believe , that
I do it with pain , and from no impulse
but a desire to serve the cause of truth.
Suppose , then , that a teacher should
come among you , and should tell you ,
that the Creator , in order to pardon his
own childre n , had ere cted a gallows in
the cen tre of the universe , and had pub-
licly execute d upo n it , in room of the
offenders , an Infinite Being, the parta ker
of h\n own Supreme Divinity ; suppose
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the public execution of a Qod, for tbe pur -
pose of satisfying justice and awakeni ng
a shuddering dread of sin."—The ninth
and last consideration in favour of the
superior tendency of Unitarianism to
promote piety is, that it is a rat ional reli-
gion, which , like all the others , is power-
fully and successfully treated. The con-
clusion expresses a lively feeling of the
valu e of the Unitarian doctrine , and the
duty of diffusing it , and solemnly offers
up the building to the service of God in
the promotio n of the great princi ples of
true aud practical reli gion. This Sermon
eminentl y preserves the merit of uniting
the defence of what is esteemed truth
with practical utility. If it does much to
convince the judgment and enligh ten the
understanding, it certainl y does not do
less to improve the heart. The piety
which it claims as most naturall y and
most purel y arising out of our sentiments ,
it causes to glow in our breasts with pe-
culiar warmth , and excites us to love and
cher ish with increased ardo ur. Though
employed in exposing error , it has do
tendency to produce either angry or cou-
temptuous feelings, and if it be apt to
destroy a reliance on false grounds of
hope , it does not do so without subst i-
tuting those which can never be shaken.
It is a Discourse which exhibits , as much
as any with which we are acquainted ,
the true spirit of Unitar ian Christianity,
as well as the high intellectual powers of
the gifted mind fro m which it .emanates ,
and we recommend it to our readers
with the fullest confidence of obtaining
their grati tude for introduci ng it to their
notice.

Art. V. — The Blessedness of the
Fa ithful and Wise Steward : a
Fune ral Sermon, p reached in St.
Joh n's Church , Tnchinopoly, on the
Decease of the Right Rev, Regi-
nald , Lord Bishop of Calcutta. Joy
the Rev. Thomas Robin son, M. A.,
Domestic Chaplain to his Lordsh ip.
8vo. London , 1826.
For the immense field of duty before

a Bishop whose diocese is Iudia , no one
seems to have been bette r adapted than
Dr. Heber , so far as any one is capabl e
in such situation of being much more
than a moving pagea nt. The labour of
any man will be pret ty severe who tra-
verses once or twice only during the pro-
bable duration of his career the vast
world of territory placed under his gui-
dance . From the many and affectionate ,
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him to declare , tha t this execution was
appointe d as "a most conspicuous and ter -
rible manifestati on of God' s justice and
wrath , and of the infinite woe denounced
by his law ; and suppose him to add , that
all beings in heave n and earth ar e tie*
quired to fix their eyes on this fearful
sight , as the most powerful enforce ment
of obedience and virtue. Would you not
tell him that he calumniate d his Maker ?
Would you not say to him , that this cen-
tral gallows threw gloom over the uni-
ver se ; that the spirit of a governmen t
whose ver y acts of pardon were writte n
in such blood, was terr or , not paternal
love ; and that the obedience which
needed to be uphel d by this horrid spec-
tacle , was nothing worth ? Would you
not say to him , that even you , in this
infanc y and imperfection of your being,
were capabl e of being wroug ht upon by
noble r motives, and of hating sin thr ough
more generou s views ; and that much
more the angels , those pure flames of
love, need not the gallows , and an exe-
cuted God , to confir m their loyalty ?

" You would all so feel at such teach -
ing as I have supposed ; and yet how
does this differ from the popular doctrine
of Atonement ? Accordin g to this doc-
trine , we have au Infinite Being sen-
tenced to suffer as a substitute the death
of the cross , a punishment more ignomi-
nious and agouizin g than the gallows, a
punishment reserved for slaves and the
vilest malefactor s ; and he suffers this
punishment , that he may shew forth the
terrors of God' s law , and strike a dread
of sin throug h the univer se."—In ju stice
to the author we must add the following
paragrap h, though it must close our quo-
tations : "1 am indeed aware that mul-
titudes , who profess this doctrine , are
not accustomed to bring it to their minds
distinctl y in this light; that they do not
ordinarily regard the death of Christ as
a criminal execution , as an infinitel y
dread ful infliction of justice , as intended
to shew, that without an infinite satisfac-
tion , they must hope nothing from God .
Their minds turn , by a generous instinct ,
from these appalling views, to the love,
the disinterestedness , the moral gran-
deur and beauty of the sufferer ; and
throug h such thoug hts they make the
cross a source of peace , gratit ude , love and
hope ; thus affordin g a delightful exempli-
fication of the power of the huma n mind
to attach itself to what is good and puri -
fying in the most irrational system. But
let none on this account say that we mis-
repre sent the doctrine of atonem ent, the
primary and essential idea of which is,
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t ribu tes to his memory, , Dr. Heber can-
not have been otherwis e than an excellent
and virtuous man , a conscientious per-
former of his ministerial dut ies, And a
zealous advocate of the cause of Ghria-
tiani ty . There is a document , how-
ever, pr inted in an appendix to this Ser-
mon, which , however creditable to the
Bishop's ingenuity, and however curious
in itself , we can not consider eith er very
judicious or very charitable in its spirit ,
A Bishop bring ing the glad tidings of the
gospel into a heathen land from a re-
mote corner of the earth , does not act ,
perhaps , with very good policy in charg-
ing two-third s of the professors of the
faith he wishes to recomm end , with
crimes of the deepest dye. " Beauti ful
are the feet of fliose which bring glad ti-
dings of good that publis h peace ;" but they
must bring kind and charitable feelings,
or their profess ions are an empty sound ;
and so thinking, we feel tha t the worthy
Bishop would have acted better if he had
kept his tongue from slandering his
neighbours , still more from imputing to
them the sins of their forefathers .

This singular document is a letter ad-
dressed by him in a mixture of scrip-
tural and Eastern style, to the Archbishop
of the Christians of St. Thomas , whose
history Dr. Buchanan has illustrated .
Mar Athanasius was in Bombay qn his
road from Autioch to take possession of
\na See, and was hospitabl y received by
Dr. Heber.

" Vo the excellent aujl learned Father
Mar Athana sius, Bishop and Metr o-
politan of all the Churches of Chr ist ju
India , which walk after the rule of the
Syrians— ]\lar Reginald , by the grace
of God ? Bishop of Cafccut£a ,-r-Grace,
JMercy , and Peace , froni God the fa-
ther , and our hovd Je&u * Ch rist.
"I have ear nestly desired , honoured

jtjrotne r in the Lorq, to J ^ear of thy safe
passage from Bombay , and of thy health
and welfare in the land pf Malabar. I
hope that they h$ve rejoiced ai thy com-
ing, even as they rejoice d at the coming
of Mar Baailiu.s, Mar Gregor ius. and
M&t Johannes. * And it is my praye r to
Qoii, that He who led our Father Abi a-

• " The last Syrian Bishops (before
Mar Athanasius in 1825) who went to
rule the Church in Malabar in 1751 ; all
the Metropoli tans after them (called Mar
Dlonysius; or Clyril lusj or Philoxenus ,
severally) being Indi an Bishops of their
ordaining." *

bam the beloved from the land of his
nativ ity, throu gh faith , to a stran ge and
distant country , may in like manner
guide, prot ect, and prosper the«,' in
health and grace , and every good gift , in
the love of thy people, and the spiritual
fru it which tj iou shalt receive of them ;
as it is writt en, ' Commit thy way unto
the Lor d, and trust in Him : and He
shall brin g it to pass. '

" Especially, 1 have been desirous to
hear from thee of the good estate of our
brethre n, the faithful in M alabar , the
bishops , presb yters , and deacons ; and
also of my own children in Christ , the
English presbyte rs who sojourn among
you at Cottayam ; may God reward you
for your love towar ds them , and may the
good-will which is between you be daily
established and streng thened !

" Fur thermore , I will you to know ,
my brother , that the desire of my heart
and ra y prayer to the Lord is, that the
holy name of Jesus may be yet further
k nown amojug all nations ; and also, that
all who love Him may love one another ;
to the intent that they which are with-
out, beholding the unity and peace that
\$ among you, may glorif y God also in
the day of their visitation , Lijke as was
the desire and prayer of the fcoly Bishop
Thomas Middleton , my honour ed prede -
cessor in ,thjg ministry ; whose pjiempry
is blessed amopg the saints of Christ ,
whethe r they be of the English or the
Syrian family;  not that there are two
families, but one, which bpth in heaven
and earth ig named after His name who
eitteth at the right hand of God, in whoni
ail nations , tribes and language s, are
united aud shall be glorified together.

v I also pray thee to write me word
bow thyself an4 they that are with t^ee
fare, and how my own children the En-
glish presbyter s ra re, and in what man- ;
ner of conversat ion they walk wj ith you,
Further more, it is my hope , that by
God's blessing, I may be stre ngthene d
shortly to pass to Madras, Tanjore , and
Trichino pp)y, visiting the churches there
which belong to my natio n ; whence my
mind is, if God will , to pass on to salute
thee , my brother , and the churches under
thee , that J may have joy beholding your
order , and parta king iu your prayers ^
And if tjiere be any thin g more , it may
be explai ned when we meet ; for ** letter
is half an Intervie w, but it is a goo4
time when a man speaketh face to face
with his friend.

" This letter ia sent by the hand of a
learned and godly man, Jo hn Dora u,
one of the presbyte rs before me; who.
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purposeth , with thy permissi on, to so-
journ in Cottayam , even as the presby -
ters , Benjamin Bay ley, J oseph Fenn , and
Henry Baker , have sojour ned tfntfi ttow
with license of the godly bishops of the
Church of Malabar , to teach learning
atod piety to all who th irst after instr uc-
tion , doing good, and offending no man.
-And 1 beseech thee , brother , for nty
sak e, and the sake of the gospel, to re-
ceive him as a son, and as a faithful ser-
vant of our Lord , who is alone, whh the
Holy Ghost , most high in the glory of
God the Father : to whom be all honour
and dominion for ever. Amen.t( Moreover , 1 beseech thee , brother ,
to beware of the emissaries of the Bi-
shop of Rome , whoae hands have jteeu
dipped in the blood of the saints, from
whose tyranny our Chu rch in England
hath been long freed by the blessing of
God, and we hope to continue in thftt
freedom for ever : of whom are they of
Goa, Cra»garior , and Veratioli , who
have in time past done the Indian Churc h
much evil. I pray that those of thy
Churches in Malabar ,* who are yet sub*
ject to these men , may arou se them-
selves and be delivered from thteir hatidd.
Howbeit, the Lord desireth not the
death of a sinner , but his mercies are
over all Ms works, tod He is found of
them that sought him not.

" Our brother Abraham , Legate of
the Armenian nation , who is sent from
his Patriarch at Jerusale m,—may God
rescu e his holy city from the hands of
the Ishmaelites !—who is with us in Cal*
cutta , salute s thee. He also brin gs a
letter which was sent by his hand to thee
from the Syrian Patriarch at Jerusalem ^
and has not found means hithert o of for-
warding it to t hee at Malabar : and has
therefore requested me to send it now to
thee . All the Church of Christ that is
here salutes thee. Salute in my name
thy brethren Mar Dionysius , and Mar
PhiloxenuB ,f with the presbyters and
deacons.—We, William Mill and Tho*
mas Robin son, presbyters , that write
this epistle in the Lord , salute you.

* " i. e. all Churches of the Syrov
chaldaic ritual , one half of which still
are under the Romish yoke imposed by
the Synod of Diamf)er. See Geddea and
La Croze. *'

f  " The former govern or of the
Church , who resigned the chai r }o the
last Mar Dicmysius> and now lives ia vo>
fcmtary retiremen t at Oo&mgalangary,
or Aiftmt» in th» North .1'

" The blessing of the Father , Sou, and
Holy Ghost , be with you evermore.
Amen.

*' (Signed in Syriac)
" REGI NALD, BISHOP.

" By the help of God, let this, letter go
to the region iff Travancore , to the City of
Cottayam, and lei it be delivered into the
hands of the grave and venerable Bishop,
Mar Athanami s, Metropolitan of the
Church of Malabar."

AnT. VI. — The Historic al Evidence's
of Christianity UnassdUable, proved
in Four Letters, addressed to the
Rev. Robert Tay lor md Mr. Rich-
atd Cartile* By J. R. Beard . 8vd.
pp. 146. Robinson and Bent,
Manchester ; R. Hunter , Lonxfcm.
1826.
The ignorance , hardihood and riba l-

dry of the two persons named in this
title-page , have excited so much con-
tempt and disgust in the minds of well-
informed Christians , that they have been
left in a great measure to their own ex-
travagancies and follies. This is not
perhaps wise : for disagreeable as is the
task of exposing the practices of falsi-
fiers of history and defainers of holy cha-
racters / lying statements and calumnious
charges may impose upon the half-wit ted
and " willingly ignorant /' so long as
they are not broug ht into open day-light,
Mr. Beard has therefore deserved well
of the moral and Christian public by
this complete development of the arts of
modern infidels. Upon his opponent s it
was not to have been expected that he
should make much impressio n > but could
any of their deluded followers be per-
suaded to read his pamphlet , it is im-
possible that with all their credulity they
could any longer place confidence in
these " blind leaders of the Mind. '

The last of Mr. Beard' s Four Letters
exhibi ts an excellent view of the inter-
nal , and , what may be called, the literary
evidence of the genuineness of the Chris-
tian Scri ptures : stri pped of aU that be-
longs to the controversy witty the famous
Londo n champ ions of infidelity, and
somewhat enlarged , it would form a very
useful pamphlet, and would procure for
the auth or the reward of a wider pe-
rusal than cam, we apprehe nd, be ex-
pected for the present publication , valu -
able as it la, on account of the wretched
names of the antagon ists whom he is
obliged to brin g forward , ia ord er to eit.
cbuwter * on «very page.



Anthon y Robinson , Esq.
" Were the Supreme Being to appear

before me and say—M ortal ! lo, in /my
right , haud is all truth , and in my left
hand the love of truth : choose between
them : I should mak e answer—Lord !
give me the contents of thy left hand ,
those of thy right hand can be held by
none but thee. "—Lessing,

Anthon y Robinson was born in July,
1762, at Kirkland, near Wigton, in Cum -
berland. His fathe r, Jo hn Robinson , and
his direct ancestors during several cen-
turies , had resided on their pate rnal inhe-
ritance , and were , in the language of the
Norther n counties , Statesmen. In the
happy mediocri ty of his birth Mr. R. took
pleasure , but rathe r in accordance with
the prophet 's prayer than as a modifi-
cation of family pride. He received his
education at the endowe d grammar
school of Wigton, where mathematics
and the higher classics were taug ht.
Being the younges t of three sons, he was
designed by his father for trad e, and his
education was therefore probably limited
by that object. Of his attainments in
school learning little is known . It was
a peculiar feature of his mind to hold
in too little estimation every thing purel y
ornamental. Neither the fine arts nor
polite literature had any value in his
eyes, except in subserviency to serious
truths and important duties. His avowed
indiffe renc e to classical learning must
have manifested itself both as cause and
effect in the direction of his studies. He
served an apprenti ceship at Cockermouth ,
in Cumberland , but his father 's death
having left him in the possession of a
small property and master of his own
actions , on attaining his majority he
availed himself of his liberty by becoming
a pup il of Dr. Caleb Evans at Bristol ,
the head of an academy belonging to the
Calvinistic Baptists. We are unable to
account for Mr. R. 's abandonment of
the Church of England , in which he was
brought up, or his preference of a com-
muni ty so widely different from the Esta -
blishment. But we find , that having
submitted to the rite of baptism , he pur-
sued his studies for the usual period of
th ree years ; and at the end or tha t pe-
riod accepted , under the auspices of his
respected tutor , aii invitatio n to supp ly
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for six month s an orthodox Baptist
Church at Fairf ord , in Gloucestershire ;
he had , however , scarcel y assumed the
ministerial office before his sensitive and
scrupulou s mind was disturbed by the
discovery that he was not universall y ac-
ceptable to the congregation. On this
he wrote to the chnrch , inviting his own
dismissal. In answer , he was informed ,
in respectful and kin d language , that
some members found his ministry * * not
adapted to thei r edification. " And he
was released fro m his engagement.

He now retur ned to the North , and
even then contemplated resuming his
first pursuits as a man of business. From
this he was diverted by an invitation
th rough his friend Mr. Job David , then
a General Bapti st Ministe r at Frome ,
who had recommended him to the church
of that communi ty , assembled at Wor-
ship Street , Londo n. And it is worth y
of remark , as shewing how early Mr. R.
had made known to his friends that pe-
culiar mode of thinking , which after-
wards gave occasion to such notable
productions from his pen , that Mr. David
urge d as a reason for his friend' s re-
maining in the ministry the intolerance of
their churches. As if a correction of this
vice was a fitter object for the labours of
an arde nt and vigorous mind than the
support of any system of abstrac t meta -
physical opinions. In no other way,
propably , could Mr. R. have been broug ht
to adop t the ministry as a profession. A
rapid and :striking change had taken place
in his opinions and feelings , when he
first assumed the ministerial office at
Fairfo rd . No sooner was the duty im-
posed on him of accuratel y defining the
articles of the creed he was to promul-
gate , than , his faculties being sharpened
by that sense of duty, he felt his inabi-
lity to fathom the mysteries of orthodoxy ,
and he trembled before the respo nsibility
of being an assertor dogmaticall y of any
doctrines . He was informed that the
learned Mr. Bulkeley, who preached in
Worshi p-Street Meeting , was " in some
sort a Unitarian. " In fact , neith er Mr.
B. nor Mr. Noble , the last pastor of the
church , had deviated further from popu-
lar opinions than Ari anism. The un-
fixed state of the 'church on the dogma
concerning the person of Christ ,- was a
recommendation to the young divine ,
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given in his first work , " A Short His-
tory of the Persecution of Christians by
Jews , Heathens , and Christians. " A
second edition is now before us, pub-
lished by Johnson in 1794. It is a br ief
manual , written with the " humble aim
to instruct the common ranks of society
into a practical use of the history of the
church/' It opposes the precepts of
Christianity to the practices of all churc h-
es, which are developed and reprobat ed
with perfect impartiality , and advocat es
the utmost extension of the rights of
conscience .

We have been informed by an old
friend of Mr. R.'s, a professional gentle-
man , very competent to f orm an opinion
on such a subject , that during his resi-
dence in Cumberland he printed and dis-
tributed in Wigton and the neighbo ur-
hood , a small pamp hlet on " The Advan-
tages of settling Disputes by Arbitration ."
Dr. — writes , " The pamphlet was so
excellent that it ought if possible to be
preserved , for I never read so much
sound sense and such strong reasoni ng,
compressed into so small a compass , and
so perfectl y intelligible to any human
being. " This pamp hlet was reprinted
by Johnson. But of this , as well as of an-
other little book , " Hints to Juries in
Trial s for Libels," no copy has been
found either at the publisher 's or among
Mr. R. 's papers. *

During his residence in the North , Mr.
R. cultivated an acquaintance with Arch -
deacon Paley, of whom he used to say,
that he was out of his place , and that he
would have been as great a jud ge as his
distinguished countryman , Lord Ellen-
boroug h.

The quiet pursuits in which Mr . R.
indul ged, were interrupted by the do-
mestic calamities we have alread y men-
tioned. These led to an enti re change
in his views and plans of life. In the
year 1796, he came again to London to
settle permanentl y in business. About
the same period he united himself for a
second time in marriage , with a young
lady of a respectable Cumberland family,
a Miss Lucock. He ente red into business
as a sugar-refiner , in which he contin ued
till his death , and in which , after the
usual fluctuations of disappointment and
success, he accumulated a handsome for-
tun e.

? The gift or loan of a copy, com-
municated to the Edito r of the Month ly
Repository, or Mr. Hunter , St. Paul' s
Church yard , wpuld be gratefully accept-
ed.
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and he consented to become their pre ach-
er , but the more solemn charge of the
pastoral office he did not accept .

His personal connexion witl) his old
friend and tutor remained unbroken .
We have now before us an affection ate
lette r from the Doctor to his f ormer pu-
pil, kindl y lamenting the change in his
opinions , rejoicing that he had " not
sunk into Socim'anism ,'' which he thought
** less consisten t than sober Deism ;"
and gently hinting, that his young friend
would do well to " fix in Arianism —
though far from the truth ," rather than
be " thus ever learning ," and " kept
fluctuating in the boundless ocean of
speculation. " No advice was ever more
unfortunatel y add ressed , for it became
the fixed opinion of Mr. R., > that to be
ever learning is both the duty and end of
human existence .

Mr. Robinson 's services in Wdrshi p
Street were interrupted by an event which
altogether changed his prospects iu life.
By the death of an elder brother he inhe-
rited the paternal estate , which afforded
a competent subsistence to a man of his
humble wishes and simple habits , After
a connexion of little more than a year
with the Wors hip-Street congregation ,
he returned into Cumberland , where he
remained , occupying his own estate ,
about seven years. During those few
year s he became husband , father , child-
less and a widower. The domestic losses
which he sustained , deeply affected his
spirits , for he had received fro m nature
the perilous gifts of acute sensibility and
very strong personal affections.

During this period the interests of re-
ligion had not been disregarded by him.
He took an active par t in the erection of
a Meeting-House at Wigton , iu 1788,
and was one of the largest pecuniary
contributors . Here he preached , but as
a locum tenens only, until a regular mi-
niste r was appointed. That minister was
the late Mr. Davis , of whom Mr. Robin-
son published an interesting account in a
late Number of the Repository. * Mr.
Davis was a decided U nitarian—a cir-
cumstance which may assist us in con-
jecturing that M r. Robinson had pro fited
little by the well-meant counsels t>f his
old preceptor. Mr . R., during this pe-
riod , was an occasional preacher in the
absence of his friend.

The direction which Mr. Robinson 's
mind had taken on matters connected
with reli gion, was fixed during his re-
tirement in Cumberland. The result was

* Vol. XX. p. 52.
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Though he professed %o be merely a
tradesman, yet he retained a strong inte-
rest in those momentous truths in which
the happiness of mankind is involved,
and became a steady and active assertor
of civil and religious liberty. It was his
good fortune to contract a close, personal
intimacy with that excellent man, the
late Mr. Joseph Johnson, of St. Paul's
Churchyard . The unostentatious bene -
volence and, integrity of his character,
and the simplicity of his manners, were
congenial virtues which Mr. R., after
his friend's death, in 1809, was ttntked
in eulogizing.

Mr. R. became a regular contributor
to Johnson's Analytical Review, a short*
Hved publication, which deserved a longer
duration. Be took the department of
politics and political economy, and adopt-
ed the signat ure of S. A. This lasted
fluking the years 1797, 1798 and 1799.
His articles are distinguished by clearness
and spirit. He was by no means an un*
impassioned contemplator of the great
events of that momentous period , nor
free from the illusions which it generated
in every mind.

Mr. Robinson availed himself of his
friend Johnson, in the publication of
several small tracts .

In 1796 he published " The Catholic
Church," a short but masterly argument,
in which is opposed to the pseudo Catho-
lic Church of Rome, as assuming infal-
libility, the genuine Catholicism of an
institution in which " should be taught
not the assertion but the examination of
religious opinions ; not the belief of, but
an inquiry into, sacred positions—which
should connect salvation, not with cre»-
dulity but with sober thought and sincere
benevolence."

In 1797, Mr. R. published, on occasion
of the stoppage of the Bank, ** New Cir-
culating Medium ; being an Examination
Of the Solidity of Paper Currency, and its
Effects on the Country at this Crisis."
The author partook of the general panic,
and anticipated the national ruin which
has not yet taken place, but which is! still
predicted.

In 1798, he published in 8vo., " A
View of the Causes and Consequences of
English Wars," which he dedicated to
his friend Mr. William Morgan. An
anxious solicitude for the happiness of
mankind, and a just sense of their rights ,
will not be denied to the author, even by
those who see in the work ordinary
views, and an wttcritkal spirit.

In 1800, Mr. R appeared as a contro-
versial writer in " An Examination of a
Sermon preached at Cambridge, by Ro-

bert Hall, A. M., entitled Modern Infi-
delity considered with respect to its In-
fluence on Society." Mr. wall's eloquent
discourse has attained just celebrity as
a most splendid specimen of pulpit elo-
quence ; Mr. R. 's Examination has been
forgotten : yet a discriminating mind will
allow to the Examiner as great a pre-
eminence over the Orator in powers of
thought, as inferiority to him in the
graces of composition. *

Persecution, in all its forms, had been
the subject of Mr. R.'s painful study.
That of infidels or sceptics by Christians
was as o'ffensive to him as any other, in-
deed more so, as in more decided oppo*
sition to the pretende d principle of the
persecutor. He who misrepresents and
vilifies furnishes ready weapons to the
persecutor : and with this impression Mr,
R. penned his indignant and powerful
Examination. He analyses with masterly
skill the well-sounding common -places
of his antagonist. We *&ust in candour
add our regret, when we observe, that
there is a tone of acrimony, and almost
of scorn, towards Mr. H., which is single
in the history of Mr. R.'s works and
mind. They had lived together as stu-
dents at Bristol, and they parted not
friends. Perhaps the possession of cer-
tain qualities in common, induced this
alienation as much as the opposition of
their opinions and tastes. It is but ju s-
tice to add, that this is the only instance in
Mr. R.'s life , where diversity of taste and
opinion occasioned a want of friendship
with those with whom he was connected*
With the family of his old master at
Cockermouth, with the son and descen-
dants of Dr. E., he remained intimately
connected during life ; and he chose
the Worship-Street cemetery for his fa-
mily vault : proofs of affectionate attach-
ment to those whom he had in some
respect deserted.

In the same year, 1800, he printed, in
quarto, but did not publish, *' A Sermon
preached to a Conntry Congregation in
the Year 1795." In a caustic advertise-
ment he remarks, that " out of many it
alone survives, to report the labours of
an individual who asks ho longer the in-
dulgence of a hearing, and who never
thought the praise of the populace any
honour." Its object is to prove, that on
the several hypotheses—** There is no
God"—" There is a God, and he is a
malevolent being"—" There is a God,
and he is benevolence, "- t̂he conduct
of a wise man will be the same. He
takes care to assert his faith in the last
doctrine ; and hte practical object seems
to be, as in his answer to Hall, to shew



ing, No imagined interest even of mo-
rality could induce him to affect an opi-
nion he did not entertain. On many
points of important speculation he would
say nothing, and the friends who mosf
honoured him respected his silence. It
is possible that what Lord Clarendon
said of John Hales was true of Mr. R..
that he was silent fro m princip le, con-
scious that he entertai ned opinions which
he thoug ht might injure others , though
they had not injured him.

We are not aware of anv other nro -
duction of Mr. Robinson 's pen , with the
exception of articles which nave at inter -
vals appeared in the Monthl y Magazine
and iu the former series of the Monthl y
Repository. It is a recollection of these
latter articles which has encourage d the
present writer to expat iate more at length
on his friend' s character and wri tings,
than he should have ventur ed to do in
any other publication ; aware as he is,
that the actual exertion of the rare pow-
ez*s of Mr. R. 's mind had fallen far be-
low their capacity, and that he will live
chiefly in the recollections of his per sonal
friends and associates ,

Mr. Robinson 's connexion with the
Monthl y Repository began by an article
of singular acuteness and ability, which
excited great attention at the time, and
generated no slight ili-wiil among some
leading men of the Unitarians. In Vol.
III. p. 184, appeared " Arguments to
prove that Unitarians are not Rational
Christians. " This article drew down
upon its author the severe comments of
Mr. Belsham, Casti gato r , A Rational
Christian , A Unitarian Christian , and
Mr. AUchin. The controversy wa« con-
tinued till the late respected Editor of
the Repository deemed it necessary , like
the jud ge at an ancien t tourn amen t, to
declare the combat at an end.

A brief enumeratio n of articles subse-
quently written by him may be accept -
able to those who possess the miscellany.
Vol. IV. p. 601, " Rea sons for being a
Churc hman/' in which the opposition
between practical and speculativ e reli-
gion is strong ly marked. Vol. VI. p.
149, signed D. D. has been ascrib ed to
him. The ar ticle expresses his opinions ,
but not in his peculiar style. Vol. VI I .
p. 425 , " On Cr eeds." Except in Lord
paeon 's Essays it would be difficult to
find ao much wisdom In a single page.
But the article is spoiled by a clumsy
attempt at humour (in which Mr. It. was
generall y unhappy) in the invention of
the term wetdtie . But the appellatio n
should be forgiven for the sake of the
portrait. One feature is, " They may
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that even the Atheist is not without a
pr inciple of virtue. Indeed , Lord Bacon
had long before observed , that Athe ism
" leaves a man to natural piety ." In
his bitter strict ures on the supposed doc-
trine of the malevolence of Deity he ap-
parently aims a blow equall y at H obbes ,
who assert s, " that in God power con-
stitute s right , and at the doctrine of
the " sovereig nty of divine grace ,'* as
maintained by high Calvinists. " What
conduct will such a religion prod uce ?
To invent protracted means of torment
—and after torturing the body, to ago-
nize the mind by drawing the picture of
an eternal hell, would be the legitimate
practice which such a religion would in-
troduce. *'

It appe ars from this account of Mr.
R. 's writings , that , though attached to
reli gion, he contemp late d with an eye
of hostility its ordinary ministers , .th e
priests of the established religions. He
therefore readil y concurred in try ing the
experiment of " a school of mutual in-
struction for adults ." We borrow a
term since invented. In 1796, he assisted
in foundin g a small society which met
on Sunda y evenings for conversation ,
first in Crisp in Street and then in Col-
man Street ; no one of the ordinary
atten dants came near him in ability .
At that period of alarm it excited the
attention of the magistracy who inter-
fered , and the society dispersed. They
came within no law or regulation of po-
lice? \)Mt the period was critical. With
similar professions other societies have
sprung up in later days , with which Mr.
R. could have no concern , for he was
alike repugnant to the insincerity which
has marked some, and the violation of
decency and good manners which has
distinguished others of these societies.
The writer of this memoir does not feel
himself called upon to deliver any opi-
nion of such experimen ts , the expedi-
ency of which must depend on circum-
stances of time, place and person j nor
could he with impartialit y on this occa-
sion ; for it was at one of those humbl e
meetings that he formed an acquaint ance
with Mr. R. , which in due time ripened
into a friendsh ip to be terminated after a
duration of tji irty year s by that event
which puts a period to all our enjoy i-
ments. After so long and intimate an
acquainta nce it becomes him to say of
hip departed frien d , tha > as he scarce ly
ever knew hie equal in colloquial elo^-
quence, in acutc ness and skill, and
prompt itud e in delate , »o foe never H»ew
his superior in candour and sincerity ; he
J pvfi tru th sincerely and witfeput waiver-



berty and Necessity. " " Doubt and
suspense of jud gment I conclude to be
all that we can reach on this difficult and
important question. " This he wrote in
1820. The same conclusion he elo-
quent ly contended for in debate in 1796.
In Vol. XVII. p. 11, he advances an ar-
gument in favour of liberty, which he
anxiousl y wished to believe in , as he did
in every doctrine promoting the well-
being of man here and strengthening his
hopes of a happy hereafter. Vol. XV.
p. 593, " Importance of Reveal ed Reli-
gion. " An earnest argument in favour
of Christianity arising from the puri ty
of its morality. This argument shews
clearl y what his life made manifest to
his friends , that his affections were de-
cidedly Christian. Vol. XVII. p. 163,
in honour of Dr. Priestley for his moral
as well as intellectual qualities.

The last , and certainl y not the least
excellent contribution of Mr. R. to the
Repository was , Vol. XX. p. 53, an ac-
count of his old friend Mr. Davis , of Cul-
lumpton , formerl y of Wigton. In draw-
ing a beautifu l picture of this good man ,
his biograp her has undes ignedly por-
trayed his own feelings and affections
towards relig ion and reli gious men. That
these were his last words deliberat ely
penned for general perusal , adds to their
interest.

The concluding years of Mr. R. 's life
were not years of happiness. Old age
was still at a distance , but the serenity
of health was gone, as well as the vivacit y
of youth . For several years before his
death , languor and debilit y had been
slowly undermining his constitution .
While he still continued to attend to bu-
siness , his strength was grad uall y failing.
The powers of body seemed exhausted .
He kept his bed thr ee weeks before he
died. His sufferin gs were not acute ;
and he never lost his equanimity. He
died on the 21st of January, 1827, in
the 65th year of his age . He was interred
in the cemetery attached to the Worshi p-
Street Meeting, where , on the succeedin g
Sunday, an appropriate discourse was
delivered by Mr . Aspland, which the de-
ceased would have appreciated as it de-
served , for the union of stro ng powers of
reasoning and benevolent zeal for the
truth s of revelati on.

Mr. Robinson was somewhat above
the ordinar y size ; latterly corpulent ;
and his limbs were small , and seemed
hard ly able to sustai n his frame. He had
a florid complexion , a dark eye, promi -
nent nose , and handsom e mouth , his
voice thin and piercing , his speech
strongly marked with the Cumberland
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be said to fall down and worshi p. their
' creed instead of their Creator. " Vol. XI.
p. 276, On " Calvinism " deny ing its
pretensions to be more evangelical than
Unita rianism ; and an article head ed
" Misery of Life an Objection to the
Divine Government ." This would have
been fitly written with mingled tears
and blood , so pitiably wretched must the
writer have been. It is due to his me-
mory to relate that at this period (April ,
1816) he was bowed down by a heavy
domestic calamity. He lost a child to
whom he was excessively attached . From
the shock he never completel y recovered.
His views of human life were henceforth
neither correct nor healthy. It may be
here added , thcit believin g man bor n
to trouble as the sparks fly upwards ,
he estimated the virtues rather by their
fitness to mitigate the evils of life than
their capacity to confer felicity . In the
same volume , p. 323 , he deduces moral
evil from natural evil. And in a subse-
quent article , Vol. XII. p. 393, urge s, that
criminals are to be contemp lated rathe r
with compassion than detestation , be-
cause pain produces crimes .* So he af-
firms , Vol. XIII. p. 254, that original sin
is nothing but ori ginal misery. Mr. R. ,
however , declares his assent to the Uni-
tarian doctrine concerning evil and its
origin.

In Vol. XII. are several painful arti -
cles on the doctrine of Mal thus on popu-
lation , signed Homo , a signature he
afterwards adopted . Mal thus 's book
seems to have materiall y contributed to
the depression of spirits under which Mr .
R. was at this period suffering. Vol.
XII. p. 274 , on Southey 's Letter to W.
Smith . Vol. XIII. p. 362, on a sentiment
ascribe d to Dean Tucker. The reli gious
tone of this article is remarkable. One
striking observation deserves repetition :
" I have never yet met with a write r on
eternal torments who did not write as if
himself were without either part or lot
in the matter. " Vol. XIV. p. 226, fine
remark s on Dr. Johnson. The warm
eulogy passed on the writ ings and cha-
racter of Mr. Belsham ought to be no-
ticed , as proving the generous placability
of his disposition. Vol. XIV. p. 617 , on
Lady Russell. Vol. XV. p. 93, on " Li-

* It is at least equall y plausibl e to
affirm that pain is also the cause of error ,
and certainl y those speculative opinions
which the friends of Mr. R. suspected
him to entertain , seemed rather to have
their origin in the excitations of woiinded
sensibility than to be t\$e result of calm
contem plation of human life and nature .



has occurred to his friends occasionally,
that the bar would have been the pro per
field for the exercise of talents such as
his . For the study of the law, and the
due app lication of it , indeed , he was
eminently qualified. For the practice of
the bar he would .have been utterl y dis-
qualified by the acuteness of his moral
feelings , which ever blended themselves
with the operations of his und erstanding ;
and he utterly wanted those strong ani-
mal spirits which are , after all , the main
qualification for acting on the public
mind. ,

To conclude , with an attempt to an-
swer a question which may be put with
peculiar propr iety in the Repositor y,
Could Mr. R. be justl y deemed a religious
man ?

If relig ion be a system of confident
conclusions on all the great points of
metap hysical speculation , as they respect
the universe and its Author ; man and
his position in the one, and relation to
the other—it must be owned Mr. R. laid
no claim to the character. But if the
religious principle be that which lays the
foundations of all truth deeper than the
external and visible world ; if reli gious
feeling lie in humble submission to the
unknown Infinite Being, which prod uced
all things , and in a deep sense of the
duty of striving to act and live in con -
form ity with the will of that Being ; if,
further , Christianity consist in acknow-
ledging the Christian Scri pture s as the
sole exposition of the Divine Will, and
the sole guide of conduct in life—then ,
surel y, he may boldl y claim to be a mem-
ber of that true Christian Cat holic churc h ,
according to his own definition of it ,
" an association of men for the cultivatio n
of knowledge , the practice of piety and
promotio n of virtue. "

H. C. R.
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dialect ; his appe arance altogethe r »that
of a remar kable man , a person of supe-
rior powers of mind. '

Of the characte r of his understanding,
and of his powers as a writ er , the speci-
mens given, and the books referred to ,
will enable every one to ju dge. •' .

But those powers were more highly
appreciat ed by those who associate d .with
him daily, than by those who knew him
only as a writer. The reproach that at
an earl y perio d of his life he dre w upon
himself for too free indul gence in vehe-
ment censure and unsparing sarcasm , is
to be met by this remark —that to ima-
gine in one character a combination of a
passionate love of every thing that is just
and generous and lovely, an intense scorn
of arr ogance and imposture and vanity,
with the most cool and impartia l discri-
mination between all the shade s of good
and evil, would be foolish in a work of
fiction , for it has never been met with in
one in real life.

It may, indeed , startle those who have
a lively recollection of Mr. Robinson 's
tone of conversation , to be told that he
was a very humble man , for it is a com-
mon mistake to suppose that they who
will not fail down before the idols of
other men , are worshi pers of themselves ;
yet , in truth , this praise belongs to him .
No man could be less egotic and more
free from selfishness in every form than
he was. No man could value his own
opinion s less than he did ; he never spoke
of his writings in his family or to his
friend s. He never swerved from the po-
litical princi ples with which he first set
out in life ; but the vehemence of party
feeling had long subsided . He attached
himself to the cause of reform , and con-
curred gladl y in every specific project of
impr ovement. He took a strong interest
in the recentl y-projected London Uni-
ver sity, but he had very faint hopes of
any material improvement in society, for
he was of opinion that the evils of social
life had a source deeper than the corrup -
tions of government.

Of his character and conduct m active
life it cannot be necessary to say much .
His ju dgment was highly valued , and his
counsel freely given on all matters con-
nected with business , which he tho roug h-
ly understood theoretically and in practice .
He took an active interest in the unsuc-
cessful attempt to introduce East-Ind ia
sugar on equal terms with the produce
of the West Indies. In his pari sh , St.
Andrew 's, Holborn , he took the lead in
resist ing the attempts of the clergy to
procure the erection of another church
aguuib t the will of the inhabitants. It

This accomp lished scholar and volu-
minous writer , whose death was an-
nounced in our last number , (p. 224,) was
born in the parish of Lanaingate , near
Londovery, in the county of Carmarthen .
His father was a respectable farmer ; and
the son had been destined for agricultural
pursuits , till it was discovered that he
had neither taste nor inclination for such
occupations. From his earliest childhood
he had evinced an unusual pre dilection
for books. It was his freq uent practice ,
immediatel y after break fast , to disappear
from the , family circle , and reti re to the
banks of a secluded rivulet , about a mile
from the house, and there pursue his stu-

Dr. Jons Jones.



when he accepted an imitation 6) become
the minister of the Unitarian congregation
at Halifax , in Yorkshire. Here he resided
for three years*, Joining to his ministe-
rial labours the instruction of youth ,
an employment for which he was singu-
larl y well qualified by his high classical
attainments ; and the peculiar bent of his
mind. From Halifax he removed his re-
sidence to London , where he continued
till the end of his life. .

Not long after his settlement in Lon-
don , he married the only daughter of his
friend and former tuto r Dr. Rees . This
lady died , without issue, in the year 1815.
In 1817 he married Anna , the only dau gh-
ter of the late George Dyer , Esq., of
Sawbridgeworth , in the county of Herts ,
who, with two children , survives him.

After his removal to the Metropolis ,
Mr. Jo nes occasionally preached for his
bret hren , but never had the charge of a
congregation. Under some momentary
feeling of disgust , never explained to his
brethren , he destroyed all his manuscri pt
sermons , and * from this time , never
could be prevai led upon to appear in the
pulpit. He still , however, adhered to his
professio n; was a member of the Presby-
terian body of London Dissenting Min is-
ters , and, for some years , one of the cle-
rical trustees of the estates and endow-
ments of Dr. Daniel Williams.

A few years ago, the University of
Aberdeen conferre d upon him the hono-
rary degree of Doctor of Laws , and within
a year or two of his death , he was elected
a member of the Royal Society of Litera-
ture .

Dr. Jones maintained a high repu tation
as a teacher of the classical languages.
His instruction s were for many years in
great request among persons of rank and
eminence , and he had to reckon , in the
number of his pupils, some individuals of
noble birth . He superintended for a con-
siderable time the education of the sons
of the late distinguished lawyer and phi-
lanthrop ist, Sir Samuel Romilly, and to
the last he had unde r his care some young
persons of opulent ' families. It must be
observed here , to the honour of Dr.
Jones , that while he was thus courte d by
the rich and the nobl e, he was ever read y
to afford cncougagement and gratui tous
personal assistance and instruction to
young men in humble circumstances ,
whom he found stru ggling with difficul-
ties in the pursuit of learning .

Dr. Jones has acquired no small degree
of celebrity as an author , if not by the
uniform success , at least by the num-
ber , the originality , and the ability of
Ills writings . In the year 1800, while he
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dies tiU Unnger compelled him to return.
His memory was at this time remarkable
for its stre ngth and tenacity.

His father finding that it would be vain
to attempt to consign him to the drudgery
of the farm, resolved to educate him for
the Christian ministry. With this view
he procured for him tjie best instruction
in the elements of the Latin and Greek
languages which he could obtain in the
country schools of the neighbourhood.
He made the most of these slender ad-
vantages ; and he imbibed , with the
knowled ge he acquired , an ardent desire
to become a proficient in classical learn -
ing. About the age of fourteen or fifteen ,
he was sent to the College Gram mar
School at Brecon, one of the f irs t classi-
cal seminaries in the Princi pality, always
under the superintendence of a clergyman
of the Established Church , and then un-
der the care of the Rev. William Griffiths ;
Here he remained three years , whe» the
death of his father , in 1783, obliged lum
to return home.

About this period , his neighbour atsd
relation Mr. David Jone s, afte rwards tlie
colleague of Dr. Priestley, and known in
the controversy with Dr. Horsley as the
*' Welsh Freeholder , •' was a student at the
New College, Hackney. Throug h his re^
commendation , the manag ers of that in-
stitution admitted him a student on the
foundation. Here he soon acquired the
friendshi p and patronage of the late Dr.
Abraham Rees, who then held the office
of resident tutor. He remained at Hack -
ney six years, enjoying, among other
advantages , the enviable privilege of the
classical, instructi on of the late Gilbert
Wake field , with whom he was a favourite
pup il.

. In the year 1792, the death of the learn -
ed and excellent Mr. Thomas Lloyd
having created a vacancy in the office
of classical and mathematical tutor in
the Welsh academy, then stationed at
Swansea , Mr. Jones was appointe d by the
Presby terian Board to be his successor.
After he had held this office about three
years, some unhappy differences arose be-
tween him and his colleague , the late
Bev. W. Ho well, in which the students
ra»hly embar ked as partizans. The Board ,
finding that there remained no prospec t
of an amicable adjustment of the disput es,
and 'not wishing to side with either party
in a matter which was entirely personal ,
adopted the resolution of dismissing both
tutors , and removing the institution to
Carma rthen. On quitting Swansea, Mr.
Jones sett led at Plymouth Dock , as the
pastor of the Unitarian congregation in
tha t place. He remain ed here two years ,



pothesis at which he had only glanced
hi preceding publications, that Philo and
Josephus were Christians ; and that under
the name of Jewish believers , they were,
in fact , reco rd ing-the histor y and delinea -
ting the character of professors of the
Gospel. A sequel to this work was pub-
lished in 1813, in which the author pro *
posed to tra ce the ori gin of the intro -
ductor y chapters in M atthew and Luke 's
Gospels from Josephus , and to deduce
the peculiar articles of the orthodox faith
from the Gnosti cs, who opposed the
Gospel in the days of Christ and his
Apostles.

Under the name of Essenu s, Dr. Jones
published , in 1819, a New Version of the
first three Chapters of Genesis. The work
was occasioned by Mr. Bellamy's transla-
tion that had then just appeared .

In the following year , the appearance
of numerous Deistical works induced Dr.
Jo nes to pr int , in one volume , 8vo. '"A
Series of important Facts , demonstrati ng
the Truth of the Christian Rel igion, drawn
from the Writings of its Friends and Ene -
mies in the first and second Centuries. "

Dr. J ones 's next publication was " A
Reply to two Deistical works entitled , A
New Trial of the Witnesses , &c, and
Gamaliel Smith' s Not Paul but Jesus. "
In the title of this work he assumed the
name of Ben David.

His last publication of a theological cha-
racter , which appeared in 1825, was en-
titled " Three Letters addressed to the
Editor of the Quarterl y Review, in which
is demonstrated the Genuineness of the
three H eavenly Witnesses i 1 John v. 7, by
Ben David." The aim of of Dr. Jones in
this tract is to prove that this much-dis -
puted verse , which nearly all the most
eminent scholars and write rs of modern
times have pronounced to be a forgery,
was the genuine composition of the au-
thor of the epistle ; and that instead of
being foisted into th>e text, as is com-
monly maintai ned , for the purpose of
supporting the doctrine of the Trinity, it
was actually expunge d by the earl ier fa-
thers , as furnishing a strong argument
in favour of the proper humanity of Jesus
Christ. This pamp hlet exhibits , in the
liveliest colours , the sanguine temper of
the auth or's miftd , and displays great
ingenui ty, as well as enthusiasm in the
maintenance of a favourite hypothesis.

Before we quit this class of Dr. Jones 's
writings , we may rema rk here , that he
was , for many years , a freque nt contribu-
tor to the f ormer Series of the M onthly
Repository : we shall not attempt air
enumeration of his articl es. A lar fcc?
portion of our readers are already await?
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resided at Halifax, he published his fir st
work, in two volumes 8vo«, under the
title of " A Deyelopement of Remarkable
Events , calculated to restor e the Christian
Religion to its ori ginal Purit y, and to re-
pel the Objections of Unbelievers ." His
ori ginal design was to embody in these
volumes all the facts which he meant to
adduce to elucidate the meanin g, and es-
tablish the credibilit y of the historical and
epistolary writings of the New Testament.
But his materials having unexpect edly
accumulated as he advance d, he was able
to carry on his plan no farther tha n the
end of the Acts of the Apostles. These
volumes contain a vindication of the au-
thenticity of the disputed passage in Jo -
sephus ; and the work is remarkable as
conveying the first intimati on of the hy-
pothesis , for which he was afterwards
so greatl y distinguished , of Jos ephus and
Philo being converts to the Christian
faith . In the year 1801 followed a second
part of this work , which the author en-
titled " The Epistle of Paul to the Ro-
man s analysed , from a Developement of
those Circumstances in the Roman Church
by which it was occasioned. " In the for-
mer volumes he had intimated bis doubts
as to the success of his undertaking. He
now became convinced that he had failed
to interest the religious- public in his spe-
culations. He ther efore discontinued the
prosecution of his original plan , meaning,
however , to resume the subject at a more
advanced period of life,—" When ," he
writes , " the fashionable levity and scep-
ticism of the times should , in some degree ,
subside , and the spirit of party give way to a
rational inquiry and a zeal for the truth. "
In the year 1808, Dr. Jones published1 ' Illustrations of the four Gospels , found-
ed on Circumstances peculiar to our Lord
and his Evangelists. " This work is dis-
tinguished by a mode of thinking peculiar
to the author , and evinces an intimate
acquaintance with the sacre d writings and
with Christian anti quity. It is, unques -
tionabl y, one of his ablest theolog ical
publications. Many of his " illustra -
tions " are strikingl y original , and as feli-
citous as they are orignal. They discover
an acute mind , always feelingly alive to
the unrivalled excellence of our Lord 's
manner of instru ction, and to the un-
studied but exquisite beauties of his his-
torian s. Dr. Jones 's next work of this
class appeared in 1812. It was entitled ,
*' Ecclesiastical Researches , or Phi lo and
Josep hus proved to be H istorians and
Apologists of Christ , 'of his Followers ,
and of his Gospel." ' The tit le of this
work sufficientl y explains its object. The
author here main tains at length > the hy-



that .the chief object of most of his pa-
pers > v was to vindicate and establish his
favourite notion that Philo and Josep hus
were Christia ns , and the historian s and
apologists of Christianity ; and to sup-
port the argument of his. last piece on
the authenticity of the text of the heavenl y
witnesses. His last contributions related
to the Baptismal Controve rsy, m which he
a&yanced an opinion that , to say the least
of it, was altogether novel.

Dr. Jones ranked deservedl y high as a
scholar and philolog ist, and his writings
on the classical language s are numerous.
In 1813 he published a short Latin Gram r
mar for the use of schools, which was
repri nted in 1816. In 1804 he published
a Greek Grammar , on an improved plan .
This work was repeatedl y reprinted ; but
in the last year he re-modelled and nearl y
re-wrote the work , and published it un-
der the title of " Etymologia Grcecat or a
Grammar of the Greek Language ," &c.
The intention of the alterations in this
edition , was to render the Grammar
more generall y useful to young learners .

In the year 1812 Dr. Jones published
" A Lati n and English Vocabular y, on a
simple , yet philosophical princi ple, for the
Use of Schools." This work he after-
wards greatly improved , and re-published ,
in 1825, under the the title of " Analo-
gue Latince, or a Deyelopement of those
Analog ies by which the Parts of Speech
in Latin are derived from each other ,'' &c.

But Dr. Jones 's great work on language ,
to which he had devoted a very large por-
tion of his active life, and the best energ ies
of his mind , was his Greek and English
Lexicon , which ,appeared in 1823, in one
volume octavo . The success of this work
equalled his most sanguine wishes. A
large impre ssion was rap idly sold. It was
not to be expected that a work of this
nature and extent could be sent forth
wholly free from defects , or that the au-
thor , whatever might be his learning and
critical skill , should be able in every
instance to secure the concurrence of
scholars in his deriv ations and expla-
nations. But thou gh the work may pos-
sibly be liable to some objection , the
author has executed his tas k in a man ner
highly creditable to his industr y , his
erudition , his taste , and crit ical acumen .
He has been rewar ded by the approving
verdict of some of the first scholars and
critics of the age, and, among other s, by
the late Dur. Parr.

When the impression of thi s work was
nearl y sold, Dr. Jone s printed another of
a similar kind , but designed for a differ -
eiU. class of persqns . This < he entitled
the " Tyro 's Gr eek and English Lexi-

con," which is a very excellent and use-
ful publica tion. Dr. Jones had intended
to revise the firs t Lexicon, and to repute
lish it at some future period , with all
the improvement which further research -
es . arid a more mature consideration
could impa rt to it. He had , however , at
the time of his death made very little
prog ress , and the author 's copy remains
nearl y in the same state in which it was
printed.

Not long after the publication of the
first Greek Lexicon , some severe ani-
madversions in a critical journal , drew
from Dr. Jones an indi gnant and trium-
phan t rep ly, in a pamp hlet which he en-
tled , " An Answer to a Pseudo Criticism
of the Gree k-English Lexicon , which
appea red in the Second Number of the
Westm inster Review ;" a criticism which
he ascribes to a " Mr . John Walker ,
late Fellow of Dublin College ," and cha-
racterizes as a malignan t personal at-
tack .

In the course of the last year Dr.
Jones published " An Exposure of the
Hamiltonian System of Teaching Lan-
guage s, in a . Letter addressed to the
Author of an Articl e recommending that
System, ' in No. 87 of the Edinburg h Re-
view." We have taken some notice of
this able pamphl et in our Review depart-
ment , p. 109.

Dr. Jones 's last wor k was entitled ,
" An Explanation of the Greek Article ,
in Three Parts. 1. Analysis and Refu -
tation of Dr. Middleton 's Theory . 2. An
Analysis of Matthiae 's Dissertation. 3.
An Application of the Article to obscure
Passage s of the New Testament. " This
work was printed during . the aut hor 's
life-time , but he died before it was pub-
lished. ^
. The characteristics of Dr. Jones 's mind
were an irrepressible ardour and enthu-
siasm in the prosecution of whate ver he
undertook ; great confidence in the cor-
rectness of his own views, arising from a
consciousness of superior intellectual
powers ; an utter disdain of the authority
of great names when he failed to be con-
vinced by thei r arguments ; a devoted at-
tachment to truth , and a faithful adhe-
rence to what he deemed such , united with
a fearless disregard of personal conse-
quence s. By posterity he will probabl y
be better known as a scholar and philo-
logist , than as a theolog ian and eccle-
siastical historian ; though he seemed
himself confidentl y to expect that the
progress of knowledge would tend to
support his speculations , and to demon-
strate to , general conviction the correct-
ness and truth of his theories. He has
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left bis literar y p roper ty in the charge
6f trustees , providing that his classical
works should be reprinted under the
editorial care of his nephew, Mr. Ja mes
Chervet, of Croydon , who had been edu j
cated by him , and of whose classical
at tainments and jud gment he entertained
a high opinion .

Dr. Jones was interred in the burying-
grotin d of St. George 's, Bloomsbury, the
pari sh in which he had resided. Over
the grave is placed a plain monumental
stone with the following inscription :

Depositu m
JOHANN IS JO NE S

L.L. D.
Societ. Regal . Liter. Soc.

Viri sacris profanisque literis
Apprime perk i ,

Qui die decimo Januarii
Anno Domini

MDC CCXXVI I .
Obiit. T. R

may her mournin g relatives be consoled
unde r their affliction with the joyful hope
of meeting her again in another and a ,
hap pier state of existence ! W.

< . . .  r
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Jan. 9, Mrs . Elizabeth H oward , as
much lamented in death as she had been
respec ted in li fe.

This lady, though unk nown to public
fame by her writings , Was duly estimated
in a" circle of literar y friends for her
learning. She possessed superior abili -
ties , which she had impr oved through
life up to a good old age. Her literary
at tainments , theref ore , were very consi-
derable. To much general knowledge
she added a consider able acqu aintance
with ancient and modern languages. But
with very superior talents Mrs. H. made
no displa y, and with much learning she
possessed not the least pedantry or affec-
tation. She was not reserved , but , in
the highest degree , modest and retir-
ing ; amiable , af fable , urban e among her
friends ; benevolent and generous to all
in proportion to her means.

This excellent woman possessed reli-
gion , but without the least bigotry ; she
was a sincere and consistent friend to
civil and religious libert y. In her own
reli gious princi ples she was an Unitarian
Christian , and died in the 79th year ot
her age.

When a friend who has been the loved
companion o.f our earliest years is no
more , it is natura l th at the mind of the
surv ivor should resort to that period
when thei r joys were enhanced by a reci-
proci ty of feeling, when , as it seems to
the young and inexperienced , the futur e
prom ised a long succession of health ,
pr osperity and happi ness , when there afe
no forebodings of adversity, or dread of
disap pointment in the schemes suggested
for perma nent felicity. Tlie death ot
Mrs. Coppdck , of Brid port , who departed
thi s life on the 4th of IHrtfary, at th&
age of  65 years , has awakened these re*
flections. Our attac hment to each: other
commenced in drildh ood, and aa we
advanced rn years , it waff cemented by a
congeniality of sentim ents on religious
subjects , Oiir opinion s were f r e ely com*
munica tett and affection ately discussed.
We had both received Serious impres -
sions fro m our mothers , who were soli-
citous to enforce upon our minds the
great tru th that religion was , above all
other thing s , the " one thing needful !"

Mrs . Copp ock.

Mr s. Elizabeth Howard .

Jan. 5, at Hemmo rth , Yorkshire , Miss
Elizabet h Hutchin son, of Chesterfield ,
Derbyshire, aged 19. In the midst of
apparent health , in the bloom of youth ,
the sterling excellence of her character
fas! beginning to disp lay itself , her
friends indul ging the most sanguine
hopes with respec t to the f uture , and
witnessing with pleasure the gradual de-
velopment of those virtues which are
calculated to lend an ornamen t to private
life, and shed a lustre on society—she
was snatched away by the unsparing
hand of death and hurried to the tomb.
Her sufferings during her short illness
were extremely grea t, but gentle and
serene were her last moments , aa had
been the curren t of her life j for the un-
wearied assiduity of an affectionate mo-
ther had deeply imbued her mind with
the princ iples of pure Christiani ty ; and
she displayed in death a cheerful resig-
nat ion to the decrees of Provi dence.
" So fades a summer cloud away ;

So sinks the gale when storms are
o'er %

So j ently aknts the eye of day ;
So dies a wave along the shore ."

Her modest , unaffected manne rs, the
puri ty of her wtm\y the goodness of her
disposition, and the simp licity of her
character , rendered her an object of ge-
neral esteem , and peculiarl y endea red her
to the members of her own family, by
whom her unexpected death will be long
and deeply deplored. May all who knew
and loved her , imitate her virt ues ! And
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Sweet were the hours we spent together
in peru sing such books as were calcu-
lated to strengthen those injunctions.
*The result was , that my friend' s charac-
ter , under the Divine blessing, became
remarkable for piety and virtue. Her
devotion was fervent without enthusi-
asm, and her seriousness was decided
without affectation. Sincerity, wh ich is
the life and soul of reli gion and friend -
ship, was her characteristic.

In the course of a long life, she expe-
rienced many vicissitudes and trials , but
she bore them all with exemplary forti-
tude and Christian meekness ; and I am
convinced that the choice she made in
her youth of devotednes s to God , and an
entire reliance on his infinite wisdom
and goodness , proved in her severest
afflictions a cordia l support . The same
princip les which produced in her calm
resi gnation under her own sufferin gs,
powerfu lly operated in calling forth a
tender sympath y with the sufferings of
others , and promp ted her , to the utmost
of her abilities , to relieve the necessities
of the indigent , and to afford consolation
to the wretched. She continue d through
life to cultivate a tast e for reading ; her
memory was remarkabl y retentive ; her
natural cheerfulness of temper never for-
sook her , and thus her society was ren -
dered trul y delightful. When she was
surrounded with a small circle of at-
tached friends , her heart dilated with
pleasure , and shone out in her illumined
countenance while she entertained them
with remarks on the subjects of her
reading, or recited some inte resting
anecdote .

As her health declined , her faith
gained new accessions of strength . Not
long before her death she frequent ly said
to her affection ate daug hters , whose kind
attentions had been her solace durin g
the gradual decay of her health , that the
princi ples on which she grounded her
hopes of happ iness, when she should be
called from this sublunary state , were
her constant support. These were the
strict unity and pat ernal character of
pod , and the mediation of Jesus Christ ,
accor ding to the declar ations of the
gospel. She did not rely on her own
merit s for salvation , but believed that
eternal J ife is the gift of God , proceed-
ing from his love to the creatu res whom
he has made capable of enjoying his fa-
vour. She did not regard Htm as a

Being who arbitrarily selects a chosen
few from all eterni ty, but as one who
confers this gift upon all who conform
to the terms proposed by his beloved
Son . As she approac hed the confines of
the eternal worl d, she evinced a strong
wish to indulge in such meditations.
Her last words were , " Do not disturb
me, but pray for me; " and soon after ,
with a composure and a tr anquillity
which few persons have enjoyed in that
solemn hour , she entere d into that rest
which remaineth for the people of God.
Thus lived and thus died , a Christian !
Her memory will ever be dear to her
friends , and to none more so than to
the author of this sincere but imperf ect
testimonial of departed worth .

ANNE HOUN SELL.
Bridport , Feb . 15, 1827.
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Feb. 16, in his 57th year , Mr. Wil-
liam Clarke , of Much-Pa rk Stree t, Co-
ventr y. The loss of this truly excellent
man will long be felt by the surviving
members of his family, from whose
minds the recollection of his many en-
dearing qualities can never be effaced.
As a husband and a father , his conduct
was such as secured to him th roug h life
the most ardent attachment of his wife
and children ; and he had the satisfac -
tion of witnessing in the latter the ma-
turing of those seeds of virtue and piety
which he had earl y laboured to implant
in their minds , and to which his own
example was so well calculated to, give
the desired effect. As a trades man his
dealings were uniforml y characte rized by
the most inflexible integrity, and he had
the happiness of seeing his indefa tigable
exertions in business so far crowned
with success , as to be enabled to spend
his latter days in ease and affluence . His
virtues were of a trul y Christian stamp ;
and though, from the natural bent of his
disposition , he shunned to meet the
public eye, his 'purse was ever open to
the calls of charity , whether of a public
or a pr ivate nature. On the 17th of Fe-
bruary in the preceding year , he sustain -
ed a ver y severe shock in the loss of Jiis
youngest son , (a youth of the most pro -
mising talents and amiabl e disposition ,)
and it is believed that the grief occa-
sioned by that event , which incessantly
preyed upon his mind , materially contri-
buted to haste n his own death .

WBHĤ B̂M

Mr. William Clarke.



fche Ministe r returned to the altar and
comp leted the ceremony. This case was
thus conside red remark able by the per-
formance of the ceremon y in two distinct
parts. The parties expr essed their deep
sense of the forbearan ce and kind con-
sideration of the officiating Minister.
The Pro test delivered on the occasion
varies fro m former ones , inasmuch as it
is designed to be a vindi cation of the
conduct of this bod y in prote sting, and
also a decla ration of their religious opi*
nions .

Copv op th e Protes t.
" Protest against the Marriage Ceremony ,

and Exposition of the Reasons for pr e-
senting the same.
" The undersigued being Protestant

Dissenters and Members of the Church
of God , commonl y known as Freethink -
ing Christians , here by avow and set forth ,-
that they are at this time desi rous of
enterin g together into the state 6£
marriage.

" That they regard the ri ght to enter
into such state both as a natural and civil
right , and the duty so to ente r therein as
one of reli gious obligation.

" That , in the present circumstances of
society, they should hold it sinfu l in
themselves , and pregnant with mischief
to the community, to ente r into such
state without a legal sanction thereto ,'
which sanction it hath ever been regarded
as a fi rs t duty of Legislation to afford ,
and that with facility to all concerned.

•* That , in order to obtain such sanc-
tion , it has , since the passing of the
Marriage Act in the 26th of George II.
become obligatory upon Dissenters to
appear in a Church of the Estab lished
Religion , and then and there to submit
to a certai n religious rite or ceremony
administered by a Priest of the Esta -
blishment.

" That , as disciples of Jesus , they have?
conscientiou s scru ples against all outward
rites and ceremonies in reli gion , and
more especially against that which is by
law established for the solemnization of
Marriage.

" That , to guard against any implied
approval on their part of such rite and
ceremony— to purge their consciences
from all supposed assent to whate ver
therein contained is contrar y to GodV
holy word -—to avoid the sinfulness 6T
dissimu lation iit religion—to stand aic-£
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'. Dissenters' Marriages .
Mary-La- Bonne New Church.—Feb. 4,

were married by Dr. Sprey, Rector of
Mary-la-Bonne , Mr. G. Hump hries , of
Oxford Stre et , and Miss Sarah Leggatt
Temple, Of Bays water. The parties
being Members of the sect of Dissenters
rfalled Free-Thinking Christians , were
atte nded by the Elde r , Deacons , and
Others of the body, ' and presented a Pro -
test against the established ceremony.
The Ministe r having received the writte n
protest , proceeded ' with the ceremony.
Upon the br idegroom being requ ired to
repeat the words , " In the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost ," he paused , and then solemnl y
pro tested against the recognition of the
Trinity ; upon which the Ministe r closed
the book , and proceeded to the Vestry,
refusing to complete the marriage . After
considerable discussion the re , relat ive to
the views and moti ves of the parties hi
prote sting verball y, as well as in.writin g,

British and Foreign Unitaria n
Association.

, The Anniversary of this Society will be
held this year , conformabl y to the rules ,
on the Wednesday and Thursday in Whit -
sun Week , at the Unitarian Chapel , South
Place , Finsbury. The Meeting for busi -
ness will be held on Wednesday forenoo n ,
and on the evening of the same day, a Ser-
mon will be preached by the Kev. J ,
Small , one of the Ministers of York Cha-
pel , St James 's Square ; and on Thurs-
day Morning a Sermon will be preached
by the Rev. John Kenrick , of Yor k.

Marria ge Bill.
The Committee of the Unita rian Asso-

ciation having been deprived of the op-
portunity of conferring with the Earl of
Liverpool , by the affliction which has visited
him , have determined on requesting Mr ,
Smith to bring in the bill ori ginall y sub-
mitted to the Legislatu re . The plan of
this bill , our readers will recollec t, was
that of continuing the celebration of
Marri age at the Church , the service used
Ijeing confined to the mere contract .which
forms part of the present form . It is
well known that many Members of the
Hou se of Lords prefe r this plan , and at
all events it will serve to revive the dis-
cussion in a form different fro m that
which has been twice rej ected .
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scure , its asser tions false, and its allu-
sions indelica te, offensi ve, and revolting.

" Because it is performed in a * place
of worshi p/ and is part and parcel of the
ritual of a Church whose claims are un-
scriptural , whose foundation is not of
God , whose authorit y is human , whose
existence is dependent ou the Stat e,
whose days are numbered according to the
' sure word * of pr ophecy, and fro m whose
communion we have separated ourselve s
in obedience to that heavenly mandate ,
' Come out of her , ye my. people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plaguesA -

" Because being performed by a person
c in Priests * orders ,' it im plies a recog-
nition of the claims of  the Priesthood—
an orde r which , upon the extinction of
the Jewish Priesthood , hat h never been
re-established by Divine authority, which
possesses no one claim that is sanctioned
by Scripture , and can exist onl y by an
usur pat ion of the rights and liberties of
the Church of God, the equality of whose
members is by J esus and his Apostles st>
expressly asserted *ic Because , as being an act of pabltcmul
social prayer , it is without auth orit y from
the Scri pt ures , contrary to the exam ple,
and opposed to the positive commands of
Jesu s, who, when teaching his disciples
to pray, directed them to pr ay in secret ,
and forbade them alt Synagogue worship  ;
and who, upon anticipating the approach-
Ing termination of all Temple worship, de-
clared that man should worshi p nei ther
in this- nor in that temp le, but that * the
true worshi pers should wor ship the Fa r-
ther in spirit and in truth /

" Because the worshi p connected with
this- ceremony f a  Heathen *, being addresse d
to. a pluralit y of Gods , each of whom i»
separatel y invoked , as God the Father ,
God the Sou > and God the Holy Ghost—
whilst to usty there is but one tru e God ,
wen the Father , of whom are all things .

" Because it is idolatrous% the language
of prayer being therei n addressed to
* Christi or , as the word implies, the
anointedr the Measias, who, in, his office
as the Memo *, U- in Scripture expre&sly
called the, Man J esus, * the Son of Mwh'
and who has himself pr oclaimed—* Thou
shalt worship thq Lord thy God* and hin*
only shalt thou serve/

" Because the doctri ne of a Trinity of
Gq4s U a palpable corruption of diviue
ftiuhf,, at* linage oi P qga n idolatry, which
not all the riches or honours it may dig*
penae, of the terrors it may assume* cao
Induce them to do homage to. And ,
should this their testimony agpincft tfe*
same expose them to ' the ' fiery furnace '
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quitted in that day when God shall jud ge
the secrets of men by Jesua Chris t—we
here by offer our solemn protest and ap-
peal against the same.

" Tha t, regarding the Clergyman as,
in th is instance , the Minister of an op-
pressive and wicked law, to which , by
his Ordination oath , he hath rende red
himself a party, such Protest and Appeal
is delivered into his hands , and throug h
him to all whom it may concern.

'¦* That , considering the time and place
ra which the law would compel hypocrisy
and falsehood to be the only time and
place iu which the delivery of a Prot est
could ease the conscience* of the part y
protesting ; such Protest is, for such
reason , delivered in the Church , and at
the time when the ceremony is to be
per formed.

** Against the present estabhsh ed mode
of legalizing Marriage , by compelling sub-
mission to a reli gious ceremon y by law
appointed , they hereby offer the follow-
iug especial grounds of protest :—

" Because it introduc es a reli gious rite
into a merely civil compact.

" Because it is au interference of hu«
Stan authority iu matters of faith.

" Because it operate s as a test of re~
iigioua opinions*

" Because it becomes an act of com-
pulsive conformity with , the Church of
England.

" Becau&e it establishes a rite or cere-
Djony in religion, all such being contr ary
to the commands of Jesus , and to the
spwit of tliat religion of which he was
thft divinely appointed teacher.

*' Because, altho ugh marriage be sauc-
tkujed, aud its duties , Hk e all the several
duties, enfor ced \i\ the Scriptures , it is uo
wlisre appoin ted to he* entered upon by
% religious rite ., In no single instance in
any age, either iu tke ante diluvian , in the
patria rchal , or the J ewish, does it appear
that suck rite wa& performed. Meithe v
fyy Moses, uar by the Pr ophets, uor by
iema^ uor hy his- Ap^^ tka, vw^j s«ch rite
ity§ti<pte4i( Because the marr iage ceremony* a*
c«*t»wwd * in.; th<4 Book oi Connnon
fj^jeK ^, is, a Pqmh, ritie rendered com^
fufcory , in th^ Gkurc u by a. corrupt Pat ^
ttff (yf. tfof i thwte^nth century) , and, hy.
\^n $wwd to, a SoQrumeut, togpti wc with*
transubstan tiation and auricular confeauon,
q^q iftqaji* oi wcnea^iua 

th« 
revettuo of

t^Ctaniv
*' ^cau^r  ̂reason of its 

origi
n from

Hfi ^ Polish Mas* Book  ̂together with the
<taafetwe*ft o€ certa^i of Us teri ^js, its>
fefnw m* supuK^itloHft  ̂ ite insao ing, m
VWPW Vk*$z* ha* fic<iuett tly bactm& ob-



ing from the judgment of the timi d or
the time-serving, to the example of the
Pro phets aud Apostles of old, to the coa*
duct of the earl y Reformers from Pop ish
darkoesfl , to that cloud of heavenly wit-
nesses, who, in every age and nation /
have chosen to obey God rathe r thai!
man ,

(Signed) " G. HUM PHRIES.
" S. L, TEM PLE ."
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of persecu tion, they will exclaim with
some of old , * Our God whom we serve ie
able to deliver us; but if not, be i t known
un to thee , oh King, that we will not serve
tf iy Gods, nor wor ship the golden image
which thou hast set up/

" In concluding this pr otest , and iu
orde r to remove all doubts touching the
natu re and certai nty of their faith , as well
as to shew the obligat ion which is im-
posed upon them by their princi ples , to
make such protest in the face of the
Established Church , as their bretbreu have
hitherto done , the unders igned , both on
their owu part and that of the Churc h
uuder whose instruc tion they now act,
hereby declare their belief—

*« That the Scri ptu res of the Old and
New Testa ment contain the revealed will
of God.

" That , as such , and in consequen ce, the
Scri ptures , and the Scri ptures only, should
be the rule of their faith and practic e.

" That < the God and Fa ther of our
Lord J esus' is ' the only true God ,' acd
' that there is none othe r God but one *

" That Jesus of Nazareth was • a man
app roved of God by miracle s and wonders
and signs which God did by him/

'« That be died , and by the power of
God rose again accord ing to the Scrip-
tures.

" Tha t ' God hath appointed a day in
the which he will ju dge the world in
righteousnes s by that man whom he bath
ordained /

" That God hath separate d to himself
a people on earth , ' which is the Churc h
of the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth/

" That the Members of this Church
are required to look to Jesus as ' the
guide and complete pattern of their faith ,
who, for the joy that was set before him ,
endur ed the cross, despising the shame ,'
and tha t it is their duty to follow his ex*
ample , who hath declared befor e the rulers
of the worl d, * To this end was I born ,
and for this purpos e came I into the
world , that 1 might bear witness unto the
truth /

*'. That with these sentiments and hopes,
and with these views of God and Heligion*
the y are compelled, at all times and at
what ever risk , to raise their voice against
false worship, to pro test against ajl subT
acri ption to false doctr ines in season and
out of season , whether men will hear or
whether they will forb ear—actin g on web
occasion not as men pleasers , but a# iu
the sight of God—neither desiring the
applause nor deprecating the wn&ure Qf
this world—a nxious only for * tj»e tt#t£-
wony of a good conscience/ and apf>ealr

Catholic Question.
We are sorry to have to record the loss

of Sir Frauds Burdett 's motion for die re-
moval of the Catholic Disabilities by a ma-
jority of 4, after two nights ' debate , thu
numbe r being 276 to 272, besides about 16
on each side who paired off. The debate
did not present any new views of the
case , notwiths tanding the leading debaters
of the House took part in it. It wns ,
however , singular to see that the discus-
sion was mainl y kept up by speak ers
who, though of the most opposi te opinions
on th is point , form part of the present
most singularl y uuited administration *
There was cer tainly no iu crease of can-
dour or liberalit y in the tone of the sup T
porters of the present wretched system of
discord . It does not appear to be clearly
ascertained by this division that any de-
cisive alteration , in point of numbers , has
been effected by the late elections. Tba
minori ty on this occasion is larger than
the former majoriti es ; the numb ers on
the great divisions of 1821 aud 1825
being 252 to 243, and 268 to 241. More
members have now voted $ and , perhaps ,
this may be owing to the temporary exci-
tat ion occasioned by the recent elections ,
which has brough t out maiiy to vote who
would in ordinary caseB have kept in the
back ground .

The unfavourable position which the
Cat holic cause undoub tedly occupies iu
popular estimation is, perhaps , mainly
att ributable to the turn which the con-
trovers y has of late taken , toward s a
discussion of the theolo gical and ecctofti*
astical merits of the Catholic religion,
rather than of the political questio n re-
gar ding the rights of it* proftwo r* a*
citizens. It i» clear that it ha* for *0H»e
time been the game of the opponents of
the Catholics so to confoun d the ar gwr
m#nt, and the latter have, unfortuna tely,
too read ily falk o into the trap . Tb<y of
course are not to be blamed lor avow:-
ing and waiota ining , at prop er «$a*ou*,
tfce opinion * which i&ey c#n»cWiiliowly
a4o.pt ,i but every one must «*» tfeat Rnr
gU»b Pioteftteo te (md jmrtteute rly tho«e
ver y Prota stanUj txain whom they ftavi



in the name of their Master a num ber of
things which were underst ood i» a lite ral
sense by their hearers , such as food to the
hungry and drink to the dry, &c, the
native Priests took the alarm , and re-
preseuted to the Government that the
M issionaries were turning the Priests '
rice-pot bottom upward s ; which being*
translate d into the Eur opean language ,
more apt for mystification , siguified that
the M issionaries were subverting the
Established Church of Burman . In an-
swer to this statemeut , the Mr. Peel of
the Golden Emp ire , whoever he may be,
had the good sense to rep ly, that if the
Missionaries turned the Priests ' rice-pot
bottom upwards , the Priests ' might turn
it bottom down again. A response which
contains the whole princi ple t>f reli gions
toleration , and the policy of free trade
to boot. Now as, in the resista nce of
the Catholic Claims , this same rice-pot
of the East , or tithe-pot called the Church
of our hemisp here , is the sole object in
view, we certainl y think it would be most
wise in our Ministers to answer polit i-
cians in the word s of the Burmese Mr.
Peel ,-—* If the Catholics turn the Church
bottom upward s, let the Parsons set it on
its end again. ' The Master of the Rolls
has shad owed forth the extreme danger
to be apprehended , and see what it is—
even the breath of eloquence .r which is
as likely to prevail against corruptio n as
truth is against the gates of hell—

" * Let me suppose that the re are re-
turned to this H ouse some of those per -
sons who exhibit in themselves specimens
of some of those talents which seem to
be indigenous to Ireland—let me suppose
some of the individuals of that bod y to
be desirous of overturning the Protestant
Establishment , and of rearin g in its stead
the Roman Catholic reli gion in Ireland—
let me suppose these persons sway ing the
bod y they represent by their masterl y
eloquence , and directing that eloquence
to the object to which I have referred.
I ask , is this a light danger ? Or , are
we not , on the other hand , to reserv e in
our own hands the most effectual means
of defending ourselves from such a
danger ?'

" Reserve it in your hands ! it is suffi-
cientl y reserved in your heads. Is there
a skull in your Honou rable House which
is not eloquence-proof ? Beat down St.
Paul' s with pea-shooters , and the n plant
seventy Plunketts in batter y against an
ancient and profitable abuse. One Plun-
kett , one Canning , one Broug ham, caw-
not , with all the united force s of wit,
wisdom , and eloquence , prevail upon you
to inquire whether the laws for the, mo-
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always received the warmest sopport)
are neither very likely to be converted ,
nor the less inclined to assist for not
being so ; and , that at temps at th is time
to recommend the peculiar opinions of
the Catholics to popular favour , tend
only to excite jealousy and distrust with
those who , from auy motives , are their
political opponents. It is their interest
(and the interest of all who wish to
unite in asserting the princi ples of re-
ligious liberty) to thr ow on one side all
discussion , and ri ght of discussion , with
the civil power on the merits or demerits
of opinions , as irre levant and onl y tend -
ing to embarras s the question , which is
not whethe r it be desirable that people
should be Catholics , but whether it be just
and politic to refuse those who are so,
and will be so, the equal ri ghts of citizens
for thei r opinions ' sake.

We mean t to have stopped' here , but
we cannot forbear quoting in conclusion
some observations from the Examiner ,
on two positions of Sir Joh n Copley,
Maste r of the Rolls , latel y something
very like a Radical , but mow, like his
predecessor Lord Gifford , in training for
the Chancello rshi p.

" Sir John says, * It is a question en-
tirely of expediency. If we can grant the
Catho lics that which they require , with
perfe ct security to our civil libertie s and
to the religious establishments of the
emp ire , they are entitled to receive it.
Prov e to me that what the advocate s of
the Catholics propose to be done may be
done with perfect security to ourselve s.*

" Such is the language of the M aster of
the Rolls, who, filling the office of a
J ud ge, does uot hesitate to stand forth
the avowed advocate of injustice, on the
score of its imagined expediency. . For-
merly, * Fiat justitia mat cwlum* was
the maxim of the Mag istrate ; it is now
exchanged for—Refuse justice ; not , in-
deed j lest heaven , but lest churches , far
more solid than heaven , should fall.

*' With all deference to the Lord Eldon ,
Sir J ohn Cop ley, and Mr. Peel, we do
hold that a Country is eveu more pre cious
than a Church. Here , however, if the y
spoke the truth , they would retort upon
us, and say, You are play ing upon words ;
a Church is not a mere quarr y, or a heap
of bric k and mortar , it is a mill-ston e
which grinds our meal. And this brings
us to the grand uses of a wealth y Church
Estab lishment , and the real natu re of the
fears for its welfare ; in the prope r man-
ner of meetiug which we might be in-
structe d by savages. When the .American
Bapti st Missionaries commenced opera -
tion in the Burman Empire, and promised



tection of your bread and butter are
necessar y or just ; would seventy such as
they, or seventy thousand , wheedle it
fro m your gras ping hands ? Look round
the House , Sir John Copley, and observe
how impregna bly the heads of your crea-
tures are fortifi ed aga inst the assaults of
reason . The artillery of truth would in
vai n thunder at those impenetrable bar-
riers. What then is to be apprehended
fro m the efforts of rhetoric ? Indeed , Sir
J ohu , you underrate the wooden head s of
Old Englaud. Bring all the talent of
Ireland to bear , backed by a most righ-
teous cause , and we will pro duce a mate *
rial that shall meet their shots with the
dull but impenetrable resistance of a wool-
pack—a cushion on which the Chancellor
sits in State , as typ ical of the mai n reli-
ance and muniment of Government , and
represen tative of the stuff of legisla torial
brain s."

fro m whom Lord J. Kussell takes his in-
structions , or who authorizes him to say
that the Dissenters wish their claims not
to be broug ht forward , or to be postponed
to those of the Catholics . From all our
experience on the subject , Members of
Parliament have always been the dissuad-
ers of the attempts of Dissente rs ; among
whom an almost irre pressible impatience
and disgust at their and their leaders '
apath y have long existed . We are happy
to find that the Dissenters are moving in
this business , and we hope to have to
report in our next , proceedings actu ally
taken to bring the question distinctly
before Parliament.
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Test and Corp oration Acts.
House of Commons , March 23, 1827.

A short debate took place on the
moving of that annual blind and delu-
sion , the Indemnity Bill , by which the
Dissenters have been cajoled for so many
years out of prosecuting their claims.—
Mr. H arve y asked when the case of the
Protestant Dissenters was to be cousi-
dere d ? He saw no reason why the Ca-
tholic question , because it was thus made
a party and political one, should be fought
year after year , and no atte ntion shewn
to the case of the Protesant Dissenters ,
who were opeu to none of the objections
raised against the Catholics. Wh y were
they kept in the back ground , lest they
should injure a question about which ,
too , they were not agreed ? His con-
stituen ts happened , many of them , to be
Dissente rs who were opposed to the Ca-
tholics ; and why were they to wait till
person s succeeded to whom they wished
no success ?—Lord J. Russell repelle d
with warmth the charge of his party 's
postpo ning the claims of the Dissenters
because eclat could not he got by bring-
ing them forward. He had been requested
to bring on the case , and would hav e
done so at any time , if they had been
desirous it should be done.

It seems to us that Mr. Harvey 's ob-
servati on has much truth in it. We
cannot see wh y his constitu ents, for in-
stance , with their views , are to wait till
cer tain persons succepd iu getting politi-
cal power , who , as many th ink , would
use it to keep those very constitue nts out
of all chance of liber ty. We do not know

Pros ecution of Unbelievers.
We had hoped that the folly of giving

consequence to the impugners of our reli-
gion by prosecu tions was now full y ad-
mitte d , and that policy , if not princi ple,
would have put an end to the practice .
The Lord Mayor has , however , deemed it
ri ght to signalize his petty reign by di-
recting a prosecution against the person
who calls himself the Reverend Robert
Tay lor , for publicl y maintaining Deisti-
cal opinions. His Lordshi p took care to
have the warrant for the offender 's appre -
hension executed on Saturday, so as ne-
cessarily to deta in him forty-ei ght hours
in custod y, and make him pass his Sunday
in a prison. The worth y citizens who are
called to enjoy, for a season , the honours
of a gilt coach and the sovereignty of the
city, geuerally appear anxious to find
some novel enterprise or field of energ y,
which many stamp a degree of per-
manence on their otherwise ephemeral
reigns. Each has his own peculiar line
on which to open his career of • glory.
His present Lords hip acts in character.
He is a Calvin ist Dissente r and an attor-
ney. As a zealot he seeks to gratif y his
spleen and intolerance by persecuting the
impugner of his creed , althoug h himself
a tolera ted Dissenter : at the same time
that the habits of his profession have sup-
plied him with the contrivance of the dirty
trick , which peculiarl y ennobles the trans-
action. The siuuer is punished , and the
saint 's sabbath devotio ns derive au addi -
tional zest fro m the reflection , that the
scoffer has been safely lodged to medita te
on Christian charity within four walls.
Seriously we must say the petty insolence
of ups tart au thority and pharisaic intole-
rance , were never more aptl y exemplified
than in the paltry cunning which devised
this scheme of Satur day night 's indul gence,



themselve s to the Committee for Mis-
sionary employment, 23 have been ac-
cepted ; same of whom are alread y gone
to the places of their destination ; but
the majority are yet under probationary
studies. Forty-two individuals have , in
toe course of the last year , studied at the
Society 's Institution at Islington , and it is
proposed to enlarge the buildings for the
accommodation of 50 students.

The above is chiefly extracted from a< { Table of Mission s, Stations , Labourers ,
Schools, and Scholars ," prefixed to the
Repo rt. Our attention has been attracte d
by it to the increase of its schools in In *
dia ; according to this report , it has now
207 schools and no less than 8,404 scho-
lars under its care in India. It were much
to be wished that we had some more par -
ticulars respecting the actual state of these
schools , particularl y of those at Burdwan ,
than we have yet been able to obtain *
Neither Mr Adam nor Rammohun Roy
is sufficientl y minute to meet the in-
quiries of persons who have been long
familiari zed to the names of Chunar ,
Burdwan , Cotyni , &c, and who want to
know their report of the instru ction going
on at the different schools established in
these places. One Missionar y at Burd -
wan gives us an account of an examina-
tion of the female scholars , 292 in num-
ber , niauy of whom were reading the
Gospel of Matt hew, in Bengallee , Watts 's
Catechism , and othe r books printed for
them by the Society. Boys at the English
schools are also said to be making ad-
vances in the knowledge of our own lan -
guage .-—" Are these things so ?"
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Rev. J. Wolff' s Challenge.
While on the subje ct of Mr. Taylo r

aud his disciples and opponents , we must
subjoin the following curious epistle from
the celebrated Mis&iouary Wolff, who la-
bours , or says he labours , so ha rd in the
conversion of Catholics , Mahometans , and
J ews, and has lately received a part of his
re ward in the hand of a lad y of rank. We
really do not see why, if Mr. Missionary
Wolff is correct in the epithets which h«
gives his opponents , he should thus refu.se
consortiug with his equals. A man is to
be tried by his peers , and we cannot but
think the whole party here would be very
fairl y grouped.

Additional Challenge .
To the Editor of the Mo rning Chronicle .

Sir ,
My advertisement of a challeng e sent

to the Catholics , induced Edwd. B. Sing-
ley, a member of the Blasphemous So-
ciety called " Chri stian Evidence Society,"
to send me a challenge to come forward
and defend the tenets of the Christian Re-
ligion in their meetings. I herewith rep ly,
that I like to discuss the subject with
men of reason , but as I consider all the
Members of the " Chr istian Eviden ce So-
ciety " as a parc el of fools, I refuse to accept
the challenge of one of those fools \ and
declare herewith that I do not mind them
at all, and they shall never see que io their
dirty assemblies. Whilst I here with again
challenge the Rev. Dr. Poynder , and add
a challenge to the sensible Dr. Solomon
Herschel , Great Babfci of London .

JOS EPH WOLF F, Missionary.
4, Portu gal Street, March 9, 1827.

Church Missionary Society .
It would appear fro m the Report of

the Society 's Proceedin gs for 1825-6,
th at the Church Missionary Society has
npw nine distinct Missions in different
part s of the world , each Mission divide d
into stations , 51 in number. That it em-
ploy? 3tf English ordained clergymen , and
14 Lutheran clergymen , 89 European
teach ers , male and femal e, and 342 na-
ti ve teach ers or assista nts—making in all
483 laboure rs. Tha t it has established ,
and now superintends and par t ly supports
307 schools, containi ng 10,092 boys, 2795
gir ls, and 733 youths and aqqjtg, making
a total of 13,037 scholars nutfer its in-
struc tion. Its receipts have increased
upwardjs of .£1000 during tbe, las|; year ,
its net income has exceeded £42,500.
Its expenditu re has amounte d to ^41,000.
Out of 68 individuals who have propo ned

University of Cambridge.
Summary of the Members for 1827.

Members of Members on
the Senate . the Boar d*.

Trinity 597 1375
St. John 's 444 1082
Queen 's 61 290
Emmanuel 99 215
Christ' s 59 224
Je sus 74 191
Caius 78 . . . . . .  228
St. Peter 's 59 192
Corpus 37 153
Kiug's 85 109
Sidney 36 94
Mag dalen 37 98
Downing 14 €5
Clare Hall 62 156
Trinity Wall 27 138
Catherine Hal l 30 133
PiMDbroke Hall 43 I l l
Commorantes in Villa 12 12

1854 4866



University of Oafor d.
Summar y of the Members for 1827 .

Mem ber * of Members on
Convocati on, the Bookts.

1 University 105 205
2 Balliol 83 220
3 Merton 63 119
4 Exeter 81 249
5 Ori el 144 275
6 Queen 's 135 314
7 New 62 143
8 Lincoln 54 127
9 All Souls 68 94

10 Mag dalen 114 163
11 Brazenose 228 425
12 Corpus 67 114
13 Christ Church 404 800
14 Trinity 87 222
15 St. John 's 127 217
16 Jesns 56 173
17 Wadham 65 185
18 Pembroke 66 170
19 Worcester 86 204
20 St. Mary H all . . . .  29 76
21 Mag dalen Ha ll .. 38 150
22 New Inn H all 1 1
23 St. Alban Hal l . . . .  11 45
24 St. Edmund Hall. . 41 103

2220 4794
Dete rmining Bachelors in Lent281
Matriculations 401
Regents 194

wellyn , M. A., of Je sus College, Oxf ord ,
has been appoint ed Principal ; an d the
Rev. Alfred Oliivant , M. A., of Tri nity
College , Cambridge , Vice Princi pal , and
Senior Tutor ,

Distressed Unitarians in Lancashi re.
The great suffering and distress preva-

lent in the manufacturing districts of this
country are unhappil y too well known to
need descri ption , but the Unitarian body
arc pro bably not aware that among the
thousands who are at this time without
bread and clothing in Lan cashire , are the
major part of the members of the con-
gregations at Newchurch and Padiha m,
the accoun t of whose proceedings , given
a few years back by Mr. John Ash worth ,
who resides there , so much gratified and
interested the Unitarian public.

Information from other sources too
tr uly confirms this painfu l stat emen t, and
it has been thought right to call the at-
tentio n of Unitarians to it , and to solicit
on behalf of their suffering breth re n at
Newchurch and Padih am, help  in this
time of needy either in the shape of money
or clothing.

With the permission of the Committ ee
of the British and Forei gn Unitari an As-
sociation , Mr. Horwood , their Collecto r,
will receive at the Office , No. 3, Wai-
brook Buildings , near the Mansion
House, whatever humanity may entrust
to his care.

Donations will alno be received by the
Iiev. Robert A upland , H ackney ; by Mr.
Horn by, 31, St. Swithin '8 Lane , Lom-
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St. David's College, Cardigan shire.
St. David's College , which was found-

ed in 1822, by the pr esent Bishop of
Salisbu ry, at Larnpete r, in Cardi ganshire ,
( the original intention of building it at
Llandewi Brevi, in the same neighbou r-
hood , having been wisely abandoned ,)
for the benefit of the clergy in South
Wales, the poverty of whose pre ferments
excludes a lar ge proporti on of them from
the advan tage d of a University education ,
has been, we understan d, incorp orated
by Royal Charter. The style of the
building is gothic. It is calculated to
accommodat e about 70 students ; and
the Bishop of St. David 's intends to ad-
mit per sons fro m any part of the king-
dom, p rovided they be members of the
Church of England. The annual expense,
it is expected , will he within j£55. A
valuable collection of books has been
pres ented to it by the Bishop of Salisbury,
to which many of the colleges and mem-
bers of the Univers ity have liberal ly con-
tr ibuted. A grace has also passed the
Senate of the University of Cambridg e
to give to it a copy of all books that have
been printe d at its expense , or are now
in the pn?s8, The J lcv. Llewellyn Lie-

Somerset and Dorset Unitarian
Associciion.

The Half- yearl y Meeting of this Asso-
ciation will be held at Brid gwater , on
Good Friday , April 13. The Rev. J. G.
Teggin , of Brid port , has undertake n to
preac h on the occasion ; and it is ex-
pected that there will be an evening ser -
vice.

Somerset, Gloucester and Wilts Unita~
ria n Missionary Association.

The Fifth Half-yearl y General Meeting
of this Association will be held at Marsh-
tteld , ou Friday, Apr il 13th , (th e day
commonly called Good Friday,) when
the Rev. Robert Cree , of Preston , is ex-
pected to preach .

The Rev. T. C. Holland has accepte d
an unanimou s invitation to be the minis-
ter of the unite d Congregations of Lough-
boroug h aud Mount Sorrel .



Covenante r of Britain became a good ci-
tizen , an exemplary Christian , and a con
scientious guardiau of civil liberty ? We
cannot but think the field is open in
Fi ance for the founder of some new
system, who should possess the requisite
talents and energy ; and we doubt whether
any thing but the zeal of some reli gious
reformer can remedy the evils of the ex-
Ssting sta te of things .
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bard Street ; and any further informat ion
desired may be obtai ned fro m Mr. John
Ashworth , Clough House , Boothfold , uear
Hochdale , Lancashire .

Judicial Oaths.
The French journals claim for their

legal tribunals a superior liberalit y and
discernment on the form of judicial oaths
as connected with reli gious opinions.
The oath , by the French practice , it ar-
pears , is very rat ional and simple ; the
witness mere ly solemnly repeating , (as
he does, we believe , in Scotland ,) " I
tiwear ," &c, without any other form
which may place him in collision with
peculiar opinions. In Eng land we hav e
attached ourselves to a form which we

FRANCE.
Bible Society.

We learn from the Seventh Report of
" the Pro testan t Bible Society of Paris ,
that in one depa rtment of France , thirty-
nine new Bible Societies have been esta-
blished , fro m April 1 , 1825 , to March
31 , 1826. The Pari s Society has sent
into the departments more than 4000
Bibles and 5000 New Testaments . " The
Committee hopes," it is said , " to see the
moment arrive wheu it may put a Bible
iuto the hands of every catechumen at
his first communion , iuto the pocket of
every artizau leaving his native place for
employment , and into the havre -sac of
every soldier and sailor. "

We shall rejo ice to see any rational
spirit of religious zeal arising in Frauce.
Some system, at once suited to the civi-
lization of the age, and to the moral and
reli gious wants of the people, is hi ghl y
desirable ; and its absence gives the oul y
chance of success to the efforts of the
fanatical party, which Can only rule by
subjugatin g the vast majority, Catholic
as well as Protestant. At pre sent there
appears to be little medium between the
abandonm ent of all reli gion or the adop-
tion of some of its worst forms ; the
bitter fruits of a re volution founded on
the renunciation of all reli gious princi-
ple, are and must long be felt and la-
mented by the best fr iends of constitu -
tional liberty . We tru st the cure is not
hopeless, though it is. difficult to point to
the quarte r from which the evil is to be
remedied. The present race of French
Protes tants have , we fear , too little zeal
or influence to be likely to do much in
the work of regeneration ; in truth , it is
a difficult and anomalo us course to re-
trace the steps from the extreme of scep-
ticism back to a nrm and rational system
of practica l and influential belief. On
the othe r hand , revolutions which have
owed their ener gy to mistak en and over-
excited reli gious zeal , have , in the end ,
produced highly beneficial results upon
society ; austere and ascetic sects, afte r
their first effervescence has produced its
effect , have of I en subsided iuto the best
elements of society. Has Fra nce yet to
pass throug h this ordeal ?. Js some zeal-
ous sect te stamp with vigorous hand the
impress of reli gion , and , in the end , to
settle down into that sort of calmer sub-
sidence by which the factious Pu r itan or

Archbishop of Bordea ux.
We feel gratified in placing by the side

of some of the trul y Catholic lette rs of
the venerable Prote stant Bishop of Nor-
wich , the following reply of the Catholic
Archbishop of Bordeaux to the President
of the Protestan t Con sistory, who had
offered hhn the compliments of that bod y
on his arrival there :

" M. President of the Consistory, I
accept with pleasure thi s expression of
your sentiments toward s me.—I will en-
deavour , as far as my weakness will
allow , to walk in the footsteps of my
venerable predecessor , by maintaining
that Christian toleration which is no-
thing but evangelical charity. As to
unity of faith , you will permit me to
say, ^without being surprise d or offended ,
that I desire and hope to see it establish-
ed among us. I am persuad ed , that you
too , on your side , wish me to follow the
truth. In regard to courtes y and social
relations , you shall always find me anx-
ious to fulfil all the duti es belong ing to
them. I number many good friends
among Protestants. There are some in
a country very distant from us who have
loaded me with kindnesse s ; and I shall
consider myself fortunate , if I shall be
enabled to discha rge , in my conduct to
you , the debt of gratitude which 1 owe
to them ; and you may depend on me
whenever I can be useful to you. I trust
you will forg ive what I have said ou the
unit y of faith. It is a wish deep ly en-
graven on my heart. I solicit your
friend shi p, as 1 offer you mine. '*



means follows that the to*has : and that ,
on the contrary ! if the law makes auy
pretensions to justice , all persons should
be equal in its eyes, especially where the
free exercise and pro fession of reli gious
opinions has been formall y grante d and
mi aran t**(*r\ _______

I ntelligence.^-Fo reign. 307

wonder has wot been exploded as super -
stiti ous and unp leasant—that of kissing
the Gospels ; the consequenc e of which
is, that when a witness appears who
is not a believer in the Gospels , either
some other book must be found for hini ,
as if some book were part of the magic,
or some rite (never mind how ridiculous)
must be substituted ; and if the man has
no rite at all to practise , our law knows
no other course than to refuse his testi -
mony altogether.

The French law having provided a
simple, solemn form , which suits every
oue who has any religious opinion at all ,
no difficulty whatever aris es on the sub-
ject. Some over-zealous people, however ,
latel y before the Cour Royale of Nismes,
wished to bring iu all the objectionabl e
points of our practice by objecting to a
Jew 's being sworn in the simple, com-
prehensive f orm of the law, and requir -
ing that his relig ious opinions should be
inquire d into and recognize d by the
Court , aud that he should not be allowed
the oath in the usual form , but should
take the oath " more judaico. "

On the other hand , the counsel on his
behal f (himself a Jew) contended , that
any inquiries of the sort by the court ,
into the opiuions of a man who attended
them as a citizen , read y to take the oath
required by law, was an attack on the
reli gious liberty secured by the charter ;
that the court had no right to put a
mark of singularity upon any one ; that
if a man was obliged to declare his
opinions for any purpose , his liberty
was incomp lete ; that he owed au ac-
count of them to no one , uot even to
the law ; that the law could not have
either the desire or the power to inquire
into the matter ; that it knew men nei-
ther as Catholics , Pro testauts , nor Je ws,
but as citizens ; that though the Catholic
reli gion was , by the charter , the reli gion
of the state , it was uot and could not be
the relig ion of the law, without destroy -
iug those other provisions of the charte r
which secure d to all the free exercise of
their reli gion.

The court decided in favour of these
arguments , holding that all Frenchmen
were equal in the eye of the law , and
that the princ iples of equality towards
all relig ious opinions guaranteed by the
charte r , would be violated if a French
Jew were compelled against his will to
take the oath in a differ ent foi m from
that prescribed to hi» fellow-citizens.
The distinc tion appears to us as a sen-
sible one, of holding, tha t though the
state may have made a particu lar form of
reli gion part and parc el of itsejf, it by no

Liberty of the Press.
We have more than once (says the

Globe) had occasion to notice the resis-
tance of the judicial au thorities in France
to the attacks of the Gover nment on the
Liberty of the Press. We are hap py to
be able to record an iustauce of similar
conduct on the part of a bod y of English
Jud ges—the Supreme Court of Bombay,
who have disallowed a Regulati on for
the suppression of the freedom of print-
ing, which was passed by the Governor in
Council of that Presidency. The regula -
tion was similar to that register ed in
Calcutta by Sir F. JVIacnaghten , (at the
time the only Judge of the Supreme
Court there ,) and confirmed on appea l
before the Privy Council. —We have been
favoured by the Editor of the Oriental
Herald , to whom the judgment delivered
in the case has been transmitte d, with a
copy of this valuable document. Of the
three Jud ges of the Supreme Court ,
Sir E. West (the Chief) and Mr. Jus-
tice Chambers concurred in disallowing
the regulation. Mr. Justice Rice would
have allowed it* The language of this
Judge , however , it will be seen, is not
less remarkable than that of his col-
leagues , for he does not hesitate to say,
that , as far as his own opinion went ,
the regulation , even at Calcu tta , was
inexpedient , as well as repugnant to
the laws of England , though , on the
questio n of expediency he thoug ht fit
to defer to the Government; and on that
of the rep ugna ncy, to the appel late autho -
rity. He says , ** I have read the case of
the press of India before the King in
Council ; but still I think the clause as
to the change iu the propo sed rule is
repugnant to the law of England , and
that policy did not , and does not , require
it. It is argued , I think , too much as if
the Natives had been at all affected by the
licentiousness of the press ; the mibchief
in Calcutta was wholly, 1 thin k , confined
to the English , and would, £ am per suaded,
have remedied itself. Considering, as 1 do-
that the libert ies of England ar e part of the
law of the laud , and that they depeud on
(he freedom of the press, I cannot conceive
how a licence, which is to stop its mouth
and stifle its voice, can be consistent with^nct
not repugnant to, the law of Eng land " >

__
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raise of  its f uture usef ul ness." — " The
Committee have been gratified by the
sympat hy expressed for them in the pro -
secution of their duties by Unitarians near
and at a distance. They have been favoured
with letters from Maine , New Hampshire ,
Vermont , Connecticut , Rhode I sland, from
all sections of this state , from the city of
New York , and from the" western part of
the state of New York , from Philadelphia ,
Harrisburg, Northumberland , Pitteburg,
and Meadville in Pennsy lvania , from M ary *
land , from the District of Columbia , fro m
South Caroli ua , fro m Kentuck y, and from
India na. Jn all these letters the same
inte res t is exhibite d in the efforts which
the Association promises to make for the
diffusion of pure Chris tianity . Many of
them have contained interest ing account *
of the state of reli gion in diffe rent places,
and especial ly cor respon dents have fur -
nished the Committe e with ample details
respecting the history and and condition
of Unitarians in Pennsy lvania . I f similar
accounts could be obtained from all the
states of the Union , they would embod y
au amount of k nowledge that is now
much wanted. And the Committee avail
themselves of this opportunity to remind
Unitarians , that they will reuder a ser*
vice to the cause of truth by communi-
cating facts connected with the progre ss
and pre sent state of Unitarian Christia -
nity . The existence of a body of Chris -
tians in the Western States , who have f or
years been Unitarians , have encoun tered
persecution on account of their faith , and
have" lived in ignorance of others east of
the mountains , who maintained many si-
milar views of Chris tian doctrine , has at-
tracted the attention of the Committee.
Measu res have been taken to ascertain
more correctly the situat ion and charac -
ter of this fraterni ty , who have adopted
var ious names significan t of their attach-
ment to freedom of inquiry , and to a
purer gospel than that embraced by other
sects, and who, though they have refused
to assume the title , openly avow them -
selves Unitarians. With two minis ters of
this bod y a cor respondence has buen con-
tinued for some time. The Committee
have watched with peculiar interest the
growth of the Christian connexion , which
Is dail y becoming more numerous and
respectable . From members of that bod y,
they have received expression * of fraternal
regard ; and although there should not be
a more intimate union between these dis-
ciples and ourselve s, than now exists, yet
vte rejoice that they have the same great
Work at heart , and we doub t not will
pr osecute it persevering ly and success-
ful ly. The need of * jnore ex^ct know *
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American Unitarian Association.
We have been favoured with a copy of

the " Firs t Annual Report of the Execu-
tive Committee of the American Unita «
rian Association ," the first anniversar y
of which was celebrated on the 30th of
June , 1826, in the Pantheon Hall , in
Boston. The meeting was opened with
pray er by the Rev. Dr. Bancroft , the Pr e-
sident of the Association. The Report
was then read , from which we shall give
a few extracts , which we doubt not will
be interesting to our readers.

u The Executive Committee , in offer -
ing their first ann ual report , canno t but
express tbeit* gratification at the circum-
stances under which it is prese nted. They
behold in the numbers and character of
thofte who compose this meeting , not only
a pro of of interest in the Association,
but evidence of its stability * afld the pro**

AMERICA.
Religion in America,

Philadel phia had , we believe, the
honour to be the first spot where religi -
ous liberty was fully and solemnly esta-
blished. All men have here full permis-
sion to *' search the Scriptures ," aud
draw their princi ples from the fountain
head , aud no wealth y establishment
stands by with bribes in the one hand to
ensnare the conscience , and penalties in
the other to terrif y human weaknes g.
The Jesu its there may pl y thei r intrigues
and Antichrist raise his horns in full
day ; tr uth and reason sniile at .such bug-
bears ; no alarms are felt or affected ;
and no man glides into Congress on the
shoulders of shoutin g multitudes , by
rais ing the cry of " The Church in
Danger ," or " No Popery ." It is de-
lightful to see that this perfec t freedom
promotes both piety and peace — that
there is less wrangl ing and more reli gion
than in the British Isles , where Chris-
tianity is " part and parcel of the law of
the land ." This is one of the invaluable
truth s which America , in her bri ght
caree r , has shed upon the world. There
are 77 congregations in Philadel phia , (a
city containing less than 130,000 inha -
bitants ,) viz. Presbyterians 15; Meto -
dists 12; Episcopalians 10; Baptists 6 ;
Quakers 6; German Lutheran * 4; Ca-
tholic 4; Dutch Reformed 3; of other
•ects 17. For the sake of comparison ,
we may mention that Edinburgh and
Glasgow, the one with 150 ,000, and the
othe r with 160,000 inhabitants , have
each 63 congregations , including Secta-
ries , great and small.



in New York , the increased prosperity of
the society in Philadelphia, and the com-
mencement of a build ing f or Unitarian
worshi p in Harrison rg , the seat of go-
vernment of Pennsylvania , are auspfcious
circumstances. From the Southern and
Western divisions of o»r laud , H is pre-
sumed that future corres pondence and
tbe communi cations of agents will furnish
intelligence equally gratif ying. We are
assured that the society in Charlesto n,
S. C, continues to pros per , that there
are several chu rche s in North Carolina ,
and tha t Unitarian s are numerou s in the
states which lie west of the Allegheny
mountains."

The Report proceeds to detail the
measures taken to br ing the Association
before the Unitarians in different sec-
tions of the country, as well as those in
foreign parts. " The thoughts of the
Committee have been turned to thei r
brethren in other lands. A corres pond '
cnce has been opened with Unitarians
in England, and the coincidence is wor-
th y of uotice, tha t the British and Fo-
reign Unitarian Association and the Ame-
rica n Unitarian Association , were or-
ganized on tbe same day, for the same
objects , and without the least previ ous
concert. Our good wishes have beeit
reciprocated by the directors of the Bri -
tish Society . Letters received from gen-
tlemen , who have recently visited En-
gland , speak of the interest which our
brethre n in that country feel for us, and
of their desi re to strengthen the bonds of
union . A constant communication wifl
be preserved between the two Associa-
tions , and your Committe e believe it will
have a beneficial effect, by maki ng u»
bette r acquainted with one anothe r , by
introducing the publications of each
country into the other , by the influence
which we shall mutually exert , and by
the strength , which will be given to our
separate , or , it may be, to our uni ted
efforts for the spread of the glorious
gospel of our Lord and Saviour. Let-
ters have also been forwarded to Unita -
rians in India, although your Committee*
did not consider this Asnociation insti-
tuted for the diffusion of Christi anity in
foreign land s, and have ovty requested
that a friendly correspondence might en-
sue, which would enable thein to com-
wtmicate intelligence interesting to Uni -
tarian €hrwrian * in tfei» countr y. With
the same vktws they are takmg~ measure s'
to opeiu a< correspondence with Unfta -
riaii *o» tbe continent of Europe*, ari d ar d
especially ctofiroii * to establish friendty
relations with , their brethren ki Prance ^
Switzer land an<t Tram yfraufo , of whom
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liar with the religious condition of the
Middle and Western States. This gen-
tleman is now on a tour throug h Penn-
sylvania , Ohio , Kentucky, I ndiana , and
I llinois. He will probably spend some
months in the journey, and has been di-
rected to collect and tran smit to the Corn-

ledge than can be obtained from books,
or even from correspondence , induced
the Committee to employ an agent,
whose sole business it should be, by ac-
tual observation , to make himself fami -

raittee whate ver facts in the ecclesiastical
history of those States be may obtain , as
well as the result of his inquiries and
observation concerning the present feel-
ings and condition of the people. The
Committee do not possess such informa-
tion as would' enable them to give an
estimate of the number of Unitarian con-
gregation s in our country. Of New En-
gland it would be diffi cult to speak with
certainty . There are in almost every
town Unitarians ; in many towns of Mas-
sachusetts they constitute tbe majority,
in many more they have respectable ,
though not large churches , but hi far the
greater number of parishes in New En-»
gland they are still blended with other
sects, and either from a distrust of their
own strength , or from a, reluctance to
disturb the quiet of religious society, or
from local reasons, they make small ex-
ertions to secure such an administration .
of the gospel , as may accord with the ir
convictions of trnth. The number of
these silent Unitarians is increasing, and ,,
at the same time , more are man ifesting
a determinati on to assert their rights as.
citizens and as Chris tians . The Com-
mittee conceive that they have sufficient
evidence of the increa se of Unitarians in
New England , especial ly in Maine, in
some parts of New Ha mpshire , and in
the valley of the Connec ticut in M assa-
chusetts. They say this gladly, but not
boastiugly. The progress of correct opi-
nions has been more rap id, than their
supporters could have expected for thorn .
They are introduci ng themselves into;
every village, and have given peace and ;
joy to man y who are yet unk nown to
the company of their brethren . Before
another anniversary, the Committ ee trust
that they from whom the aiuiual repout
shall proc eed , will fee ahte to present
an exact statement o£ the. num ber o£
U nitarian dmuchea and ministers- in the
Northern section of otic Union. They
do not attempt it now, because they
hawe not the mean a of making it com*-*
ptete. In the Middle States aba, Unifetn
limmsuj iJr constan tly acquiri ng new ad-
herents. The erection of a second chiiwh



in one? general Association. These re
commendations were afterwards embo
died in resolutions and passed uuani
mously.

Mr. Charles A. Elton , a convert of a
few years ' standing from the Church of
England to Unitarianism , and of late one
of its ablest and raost successful cham-
pions , has , it seems, retraced his steps ,
and re - entered the fold which he had
quitted . He has announced , as in the
press , " Second Thoug hts on the Person
of Christ , &c. contaiuing Reasons for with-
drawing from the Unitarian Body, and
of Adhesion to the Church of Eng lan d. "
We are curious to see the " Reaso ns" by
which he is able to controvert to his own
satisfaction , his masterl y expositions and
defences of the Unitarian doctrine.

Mr. Gilchrist , of Newington Green , we
perceive from a printed circular notice ,
" is preparin g for the press a work to be
entitled Unitarianism Abandoned ^ or Rea-
sons assigned for ceasing to be connected
with that description of Religious Pro-
fessors who designate themselves Unita-
rians. " From the terms of this notice , we
presume that Mr. Gilchrist has " ceased
to be connected " with the two congrega-
tions , " designati ng themselves " Unita -
rian , of which he was the minister.

We are glad to learn that Mr. Belsham
is about to publish a second volume of
Doctri nal and Practical Discourses.

Godfrey Hi ggins , Esq. , of Skellow
Grange , near Doncaster , author of a
treatise enti tled Horae Sabbaticae , has
nearly read y for publication a work call-
ed the Celtic Druids. It will consist of
one volume quarto , and be elucidate d by
upwards of Fifty highly-finished Litho-
graphic Prints of the most curiou s Druid-
ical Monuments of Eu rope and Asia , exe-
cuted by one of the first Fre nch Artists
in that branch of the graphic art.

The Rev. T. M orell will shortl y publish
the Elements of the Hist ory of Philoso-
phy and Science, in one volume octavo.

The Rev. T. F. Dibdin , D.D. F. R.S.,
is editing a splendid edition of Fox 's Book
of Martyrs , which will form about twelve
volumes in octavo.

The Rev. J. N. Coleman , M. A., late
of Queen 's College , Oxford , has in the
press Sixteen Sermons , Doctrinal , Prac -
tical , and Occasional .

The Rev. Julius Hare , and C. Thirl- ,
wall, Esq., of Cambrid ge, are preparing
for publicat ion a translation of a new
and revised edition of Neibuhr 's Roman
History.
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tkeyc hopeito dbtatu n*6re accurate infor-
mation than- they nefw possess, fro m A
geotletnan , whose re tu rn to his people
raay Jb e expected in a few weeks.
; *' Having thus spoken of the means
employed to extend the knowled ge and
influence of the Association , and to se-
cure for-it friends and resources , your
Committee will stat e what has been done
towards accomplishing the particular ob-
jects of this Society. The publication of
tracts received their earliest attention ,
and arrangements were made for fur-
nishing a succession of such as should
contain an exposition and defence of
Unita rian Christianity . Some difficulty
has been experienced in obtaining tracts ,
which should at once be unexce ption-
able in doctrine aud in spirit , and be
suited to the peculiar wants of the com-
munity . Four tracts have been published
by the Committee. "

" In connexion with the publication
of tracts , the Committee considered the
subject of a Unitarian weekl y paper.
Being satisfied that it might be an in-
strument of great good , they were anxious
that the ' Christian Register * should be
conducted in such a manner as would
entitle it to a liberal patronage . The
multi plied engagements of the editor
pre vente d his giving it a due share of
his attention , and afte r several attempts
at an arrangement , which should be fa-
vourable both to the proprietor and the
Association , the Executive Committee
undertook the conduct of the paper at
the commencement of the present year. "*

" The next duty which the Executive
Committee considered incumbent on
them , was the support of missionaries.
They have been prevente d fro m making
such appropriations as they desired for
this object , by the difficulty of rinding
persons who could be employed in such
service . They have made an appropria -
tion of 100 dol. to the Rev. James Kay ,
a valuable minister , who resides in Nor -
thumberland , Penn. ; f  and who preaches
at stated times in several neighbouring
towns , and has spent a few sabbaths in
Harrisburg ,"

The Committee then ente r into farther
detai l as to appropriations of funds , &c ,
and conclude their Report by recom-
mending the formation of an Auxiliary
Associati on in every congregati on , and
to unite the existing Unitarian societies

# We have received several number s
of the " Christian Register ," from which
possibly we may at some future time be
enabled to give some extracts.

t Formerl y of Hindley in Lancashire *
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. Mr. J *nttoi> wilL shortl y publi sh the
Unio n of A rchitect ure , Sculptu re , and
Painting, exemp lified in a series of illus-
tration s of, and descri ptive dissertation s
on , the Hous e and Museum of Mr . Soane ,
of Liucoln 's Inn Fields.

Professor Lee 's Lectures on the He-
brew Language , are announced as nearl y
read y for publication.

It is said that Sir Hudson Lowe has
sent for publication to this country, a
Memoir of all the transactions at St. He -
lena , while he was Govern or of tha t
Island , and Custodiar \Ang licey Gaoler]
of Bonaparte .

Memoirs of the Rival Houses of York
and Lancaster , Historical and Biogra phi-
cal , by Emma Ttoberts , have been an-
nounced as iu the press , and to form two
volumes in octavo.

Colonel Trench is about to publish a
Collection of Papers , illustrated by ex-
planatory Plates , relatin g to his famed
proj ect of the Thames Quay ; with Hints
f or some furthe?' improvements of the
Metropolis.

Mr. J. C. London , the popular author
of the Encyclopaed ias of Gardeni ng and
Agric ulture , has an nounced as shortl y to
be pub lished , a Hortus Britannicw , Or a
Catalo gue of all the plants , indi genous ,
cultivate d, or introduced into Britain.

Mr. Archdeacon Cox is again pursuing

NEW PUBLICATION S.

The History of the Rise and Progress
of the Unite d States of North America ,
till the Br itish Revolution in 1688. By
J ames Grahame , Esq. 2 Vols. 8vo. 1/.
8*. boards.

The Arch itectural Anti quities of Great
Brit ain , represented and illustrated in a
Series of Views , Elevations , Plans , Sec-
tions , and Details of var ious Ancient
Eng lish Edifices. By John Britt on , F.S.A.
Part I . 21 2s. in boards , contain ing
Twenty-ei ght Plates , with amp le Letter-
Press Descri ptions , and to be completed
in Ten Parts , forming four handso me
volumes in 4to.

The Anti quarian Tr io ; consisting of
Views and Descriptions of the Duke of
Buckingha m 's House , Kirb y ; Rudaton
Churc h and Obelisk : Efflgy at Scar-
boroug h : to which will be added . The
Poet 's Favourite Tree. By the Rev. Arch-
deacon Wraugham. 18mo. 2*. boards.

h is edi torial avocations , and -will short ly
publish a Histo ry of the Administratio n
of the Right Honourable Henry Pel ham ,
drawn from authentic sources , with pr i-
vate and orig inal corres ponde nce, fro m
1743 to 1754.

The seventh and concluding volume of
Humboldt 's Personal Narrative , trans-
lated by Helen Maria Williams , is now
in the press. This portion contains his
account of the very important and inte -
resting Island of Cuba.

Mr. Men vale , one of the Chancery
Commissioners , has announced as shortl y
to be published , a Letter to William
Courtenay , Esq., on the subject of that
Commission.

The copious G reek G ram mar of Dr.
Phili p Buttman , so justl y celebrated on
the Continent , is nearl y read y for publi-
cation ; translated fro m the German ,
by a distinguishe d Scholar.

Mr. Smith , of the British Museum , i»
prepar ing for the press a Life of Nollekens ,

A Life of Fuseli , by his Executor ,
comprising an interesting correspondence
with Cowper , relating to his translation
of Homer , is among the promise d publi-
cations of the present season.

A Treatise on the Natural H istory,
Ph ysiology, and Management of the
Honey Bee, by Dr. Bevan , will be shortl y
published.

Memoirs of Scipio de Recci , Bishop
of Pistoia and Prato , and Reformer of
Catholicism in Tuscany, under the Reign
of Leopold . By M. De Potter. 8vo.

A Second Volume of Reminisce nces,
with a Correspondence between the late
Dr. Parr and the Author. By Charle s
Butle r , Esq. 8vo. 9*. 6d.

Sir Herbert Tay lor *a Memoir of His
Royal Hi ghness the Duke of York. 8vo.
2s.

The Modern Jesuits ; a Biograp hical
Work. Translate d from the French of
L 'Abbe* Martial M arce t de la Roche Ar-
nauld. By Emile Lepage , Professor of
the Fre nch Language , Fulham . 12uio.
6* 6rf. boards.

Travels and Adventures in South Afri-
ca. By G. Thomso n, Esq . 4to.

Sketches of Per sia, from the Journals
of a Traveller in the East. 2 Vols. 8vo»
18*.

New Pu blications. 311



The Conchictors are making arrangements to give occasional Biographical aftcF Cri -
tical Accounts of the more eminent German Theologian s and their Works. They
would be glad to receive information as to the state of religious opinion #among the
higher and lower classes of Jews hi England and Jn Foreign Countries , embracing a
wider range than mere ceremon ial conformity .

The Resolutions from Manchester on the subject of the Test and Corporation Acts ,
came too late for insertion .

The Conductors decline the insertion of the paper from Tavistock , on the ground
<>f their determination not to continue in the New Series controversies commenced
jw the Oftf.

The pressure of inte resting matte r has obliged the Conductors to adrf half a sheet
to the present Nnmber. Severa l valu able Communications have mrfwithstantling
been unavoidabl y postponed .

312 Corresp ondence.

Voyage of His Majesty 's Ship Blonde
to the Sandwich (sands. By Capt. the
Rt ffht Hon. Lord Byron . 4to . 21. 2*.

Personal Nar rative of Adven tu res in
die Peninsula , durin g the War in 1812
and 1813. By an Officer . 8vo. 9s. 6d.

A Tout round Scarborough : Histori-
cally and Bibliograp hieal ly uufolded. By
Joh n Cole. 12mo. 5$. boards.

Select Pieces for Reading and Recita-
tion. By George Harris. 2s. 6d.

An Explan ation of the Greek Article.
By John Jone .% LL.D. M. R. L. S. 12mo.
4s. boards.

The Objects , Advantages and Pleasures
of Science ; being a Discourse introduc -
tory to a Series of Treatises to be pub-
lished unde r the Superintendence and
Managemen t of a Society for the Diffu -
sion of Useful Knowledge . 8vo. 6d.

The Distribution of National Wealth ,
considered in its Bearings upon the se-
re ral Questions now before the Public ,
more especially those of the Corn Laws ,
and Restriction in general . By Ccdric.
8vo. 2s. 6d.

Observations on the Corn Laws , ad-
dressed to W. W. Whitmore , Esq., M. P.,
in consequence of his Letters to the
Electors of Bri dgenorth . 8vo. 2* sewed.

An Apology for the Corn Laws , or
H igh Wages and Cheap Bread incompa-
tible. By a Country Cura te. 8vo. 6s,

geological and Ecclesiastical.
Systematic Moral ity ; or a Treatise on

the Theory and Practice of Human Duty
on the Grounds of Natural Religion. 2
Vols. 8vo. 21*.

Divinity , or Discourses on the Being

of God, the Divinity of Christ , and the
Personality and Divinity of the Hol y
Ghost , and on the Sacred Trinity. By
the Rev. W. Davy. 2 Vols. 8vo. 17. 8*.

Charac ter and Offices of Christ , illus-
trate d by a comparison with the Ty pical
Cha racters of the Old aud New Testa-
ment , in a Series of Discourse s. By the
Rev. John Crombie , A. M. 8vo. 10$. 6(f.

The Nature and Extent of the Chris-
tian Dispensation , with refe rence to the
Salvabilit y of the Heathen. By E. W,
Greisfield. 8vo. 12,?.

An Earnest but Temperate Appeal to
the Bishops and Clergy of the Church of
England , in behalf oi Apostolical Chris-
tianity. 8vo. 1*. sewed.

Lux Renata , a Protestant Ep istle , with
Notes. By the Au thor of Reli gio Clerici ,
8vo. 4s. 6d.

The Claims of the Established Church :
a Sermon . By the Rev. W. H. Cole ,
A. M. 8vo. 1$. sewed.

Memorial of the Established Church
of I reland to the King, Lord s and Com .
mons of Great Britain. 12mo. 4s.

Single Sermons.

Sermon on the Death of Joh n Mas on
Good, M D., Sic. By Charles Jerra m,
M. A. $vo.

Sorrowing not without Hope , a Ser-
mon. By Thomas Raffles , LL.D. 8vo.
Is. sewed.

A Sermon on the Duty of redeeming
the Time , pre ached at Newport , in the
Isle of Wight , Jan uar y 7, 1827, aud at
Bridport , January 28, 1827. By the R?v.
E. Kell, A.M.

ERRA TA.

CORRE SPONDENCE.

At the bottom of page ISffy aud at the tap of iMtgo 189, of the hint Nunibtfr , f or Janus
rcitid Jason, pa ssim. The name, as previously printed , was Jasum Mayuus.

Have Mr. Clarke 's Initial *, page 264, been corre ctly deci phere d ?




