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ON DIGNITY OF CHARACTER. .

-AmipsT -all the frailty, ificonsistency,4hd’ ‘,’im’fipgfg’gffiqﬁ of ‘the human
mind, generally and individsally, ‘theré 34 svch 3 thing as:dignity of cha-
racter. OF the dignity of human patire we do not now speak'; that comés
from'the hand of God,-invested: with the‘gramdeurwhichpérvades the whole
creation, -incapable of degradatioh, and dnsusceptible of thange. It was
called forth out of nothing, endowed with irresistible enérgies, ans ‘graced by
thie blesking of its Maker ; and, sécure. in ‘its immortality, was sent::forth
congquering and to conquer, armed with a divine commission to ‘wrestle with
and overcome, the powers of Sin, Death; 'and Time. Tt i$ not for' us'to ‘te-
seribé the majesty of this favotred child §f ‘God; 4 majésty t60’ dazzling for
our weak visioti, ‘too capacious for' our limited conceptions. It is not for us
to Qelitfeate thitt of y@ﬁiph, amidst the clouds and darkness of this world, we
can ggﬁk qnly faint and-imperfect glimpses, and which is reserved to be one
of t.i;e, yast:stupendous revelations: of the future-world. © When we'stand on°
the threshold:of heaven, strengthened to gaze on its glories and listen to its
harmonigs, we'shall, - for the first time, comprehend the greatness of human
natdi®, ‘diid adéquately rejoice in its destination,—a greatness supérior to our

résent coneeptions of the glory of an archangel ;—a destination more bliss-

ul.than we-can now imagine the benevolence of God- himself 'to-have ap-
inteds:” oo " PR
E?Bmm‘- dignity of human character is not too high a theme for'man. It.is
ofil{F*fRox th relation which men bear to one another that the perdeption of
this quality is obtained. In the sight of man alone, is there such a thing as
positive dignity of human character ? To the view of the' Divine Being; the
weakness, the perverseness, the guilt of his creatures are so evident, they fall
so far short of the standard of moral %reatness which he has set up for them,
and so infinitely below the holiness of his nature, that if there ‘be-any per-
ception of diﬁgrence, it can be only of a few of the very lowest' degreés ‘of
comparative littleness. It can only be that'one¢'man’is a little‘above another
in tge scale of moral greatness ; .1t cannot- be . that ‘any are positively great.
In proportion to the advances that one man has made over another, is the dif-’
ference between their perceptions of dignity. He whose moral progress is’
scarcely begun, is but hitle’' conscions og the greatness of human nature ; more’
VOL. I. F
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digpity of character, but, aboveall,

awake to.a sense of digni
DS on B AoF i vt ey i, of e world o have A0 Bl
fitle t6rédfect:  He looks with awe on the fhaf of wealth or rank, and i his
éstimation, splendour and dignity are nearly the same thing. He may be
aware that,” extérnal circumstances being the same, one man is raised above
another by moral superiority ; but this difference is to him almost impet-
ceptible, 1n comparison with that which is caused by inequality of ratk atid
fortune. Of the dignity of human nature he knows little, and cares Iéss, A
more enlightened and better man is aware how little greatness can ‘be cori-
ferred by accident of birth or splendour of fortune; but being only partially
enlightened as to the moral constitution and destination of man, dwells little
on the majesty of his nature, and exalts to an undue degree the greatness of
human character. He has a lively perception of the ¢ difference between
man and man,”” but he makes too great a distinction of ranks ; despising too
much those who forfeit his esteem, and overrating the very slender attain-
ments which the best can make in this world. ‘He who has received a
larger portion of light fromi heaven, and who approximates more nearly to
the view which the Diviniée Being may be supposed to take of the coneerns of
mankind, sees no longer a shadow of greatness arising from the institations
of society ; and béing aware of the infirmities which impair the purest and
best of hunvan‘ghdracters, he régards the space as small which separates the
greatest from  the least ; he mourns, his own frailties too deeply and humbly
to dare to speak of the moril gréthess of man, and loves to turn from the
humiliating picture which his” expérience’ has drawn, to contemplate the
eternal majésty and ever-growing beauty ‘of human nature. In this glorious
conteinplation. his' powers are invigorated and his desires expanded ¢ ilf
though not insensible to 'the gradations’'of character which will ever indivi-
dualize his fellow-men, all human excellence that is diminishes to almost
nothing in comparison with that which shall’'be. OF these threé,- ‘the, fitst
160ks not beyond the flowers which deck the paths of the valley'; the néxt
bounds his desires to the mountain top,. nor dreams of aught attaigable’ Bhe—
yond ; but he who has already plarited his foot on the summit, gaze§ at’the
ever-burning stars, and is fired with the earnest and fully atithorized Helfird
t9 behold the ‘glories they contain, and to follow their’coui'hq‘fﬁfbig’fls l"ﬁé
régions of heaven for ever. e Dwihaen oli
But few are those who belong to the third class; few are tHose whp:do
not estimate too highly the dignity of human character, and imagifte” them-
selves to possess no inconsiderable share of this greatness. Yet ‘their o
tions of this quality are almost as various as their persons. One fecoghizé
its presence where another sees only the littleness of a worldly mind’y 6h
régards as poverty of spirit that temper which commands’t 'é_i@épﬁ&?'ﬁf
‘others. One imagines dignity to be established by the predominatice-bf"otie
’(jua‘li? ; another pronounces 1t to consist in the exercise of a differenit virthe ;
and'if all agree in calling a particular character dignified, each will; péthéips,
ascribe the presence of its dignity to a different cause. Not till ¢léare ,’“v{fésv's
and a more diligent practice of duty prevail in society, will ‘meyf agree l§§

impressed by the ex-
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their ideas of this quality, or will 1t be attained in any eminent egx‘éé(
more than a few. | o sl
The ‘commonest kind of dignity is that which arises from pridé: but it'is
a spurious and evanescent greatpess. The proud man, by assuming the pos-
session of ' great merit, and expecting as his due the respect and submissipn
of "hié.'infef%; 5 and the deference of his equals, leads men to take for gtinted
that the méiit hie tacitly asserts really exists ; that the tribute he démands is
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Iong -as his superiority 13 acknowled roud ‘man will en
hiiééiﬁgs a5 to the {iﬁﬁdiw%&?ﬁgfﬁﬁé« “But the time must surely come
when this factitious greatness will vanish away. Th proud mandépends
bpftllj"l}ssng,h;réSOijésﬁ, or his influence over the opinions of mén, and Ori";f):_é
opinions of men for his happiness. His own resources will soon prove in-
adequate to the maintenance of his claims; and when a flaw is once diséo-
vered in his title, his demands will be disregarded and his power will vanish
away. His happiness depends on the opinion of the world ; the opinion of
the world dépends on the consistency of his character, or the permanence of
his claim to its deference : such a claim cannot be preserved inviolate by one
subject to human weakness and frailty ; and theretré)re a greatness erected on
so unstable a foundation must soon be overthrown. Pride is not made for
man ; neither is the kind of dignity which arises from pride a lawful, . nor
can it be a permanent, possession. = Should it, by great care, be preserved
for a life-time, the day must come when all unfair claims must be annulled,
and when some who are greatest in_this world will be declared the least in
the kingdom of heaven. But the dignity of pride is as partial as it is tran-
sient,in its dominion, The proud man shews such littleness of mind in
overrating his own powers, such narrowness of views in lopking not beyond
the little circle of self for excellence, that” those whose deference he most
desires will be least able to afford.it. . The grand mistake he makes will be
at-once evident to them ; and the pity they feel for; his delusion will be in
Exop,ortibn to his anxiety (not expressed, but intensely felt) for their ac-
cnowledgment of his superiority. ' The pride of Coriolanus might keep a
strong hold en_ the imagination of the common herd of the Roman people,
and. might even command their respect under -a reverse of- fortune’; biit
there might be, and probably were, 1. Rome, enlightened patriots who, in
the days of his glory, saw how dependent was his peace on the ﬂucluagtig“ﬁ
tiglge,gg:; ublic.opinion, and who might whisper to themselyes.and to eac
other, when they saw him sacrifice: his public duty to his private resentment,
thet.it wagna more than they had expected : that his dignity was not of ‘a
‘ ahlenkmd and might therefore, on the first trial of its nature, degenerate
into obstinacy and perverseness. Few could now be found to coyet the
digmity of Goriolanus. . o
- t{}@o};h?r,, kipd of dignity accompanies decision of .characte.r. It resem-
b gg%?at of pride in the circumstance that when it originates in a high idea
of . self, it 1s: liable to the mutability and destruction to which all things of
humap origin are exposed : it differs from that of pride, inasmuch as it de-
_pends. ot op. human opinion for its safety. Decision of character, whether
ap,s;ng\%)rgm. confidence in self or in a superior power, is incompatible with
aregard to the fluctuations which are ever taking place in the worlds of
matter and of mind. Events themselves are made to beénd before the deci-
sion. of '3 master mind, and oppositions of opinion are of small account with
it. .They must bend or break ; for its course must not and will not be de-
yed. It passes on hke the wind over a field of corn ; bending the pliant,
yreaking the stubborn, never pausing in its progress, or returning on its
track, While this decision lasts and accomplishes its aims, it commands
respeet,.and it will be durable if it be founded on reliance on a superior
,poé\)'gr,;: for then 1ts exerise is not incompatible with a regard to the intetests

K

of men. . When it is founded on self-confidence, its day of destruction will
come.  Napoleon, for a while, commanded the awe of the whole world, an
JFr2 |
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awe which would have endured to the end of his life, if his own resources
had borne;him; out-ip-his stupendovs schemes. But his wisdom failed ;
events proyed., toa strong,for-him ;-and: thosewlroahad suffered under his
arbitrary sway, :dated -to-reproach himwith their wrongs; those who had
before croyiched under him, ventured. to esiticise his plans and to ridicule his
failures. He became the object of pity to some, of scorn to others; and if
multitudes still.gazed on- him with interest and regarded him with veneration,
it was for other qualities than the dignity arising from his decision of cha-
racter, . . o C | | ,

How different was the dignity which invested the character of Howard !
The peculiar characteristic from which he derived that dignity-was decision,
but a decision founded on humility, instead of presumption. All that he did
was done in the name of God and of Christ, and self was forgotten. He re-
garded not the opinions of men, when they opposed his career of duty; but
he was far from despising men, or deeming himself above them. The deci-
sion with which:he pursued his: career, facing the.wonder of relatives and
acquaintanee, disfegdrding the Speculatioris.of thousands, braving the anger of

princes, resistifigithe spposition 6?’”go%iﬁl¥iéﬁt$§‘imaking his way amidst the
sneers, the wonderand/the: entreafies of 'those. who thronged.roun% to_dgiz.e.
or to oppose, won.far:-him at-length. the veneration of all-who ever heard his
name.. Buf g,lig% %‘. gfn : z;msg%gb?’ea;ul41x),c;lasasired He was unconscious
of the glde;-W\h}Gh encireled -his: brows, - while all bowed before it : its celes-
tial lustre was never,dimmed, by.the st c?( w, of - earthly frailty, for it was not
of earth ;“and 1t'still abides ~"tdébﬁsééfate%is tomb, till the great day when
it shall again erown hiny'the-ndst:exated 66the great ones of the earth.

- Couragg is ‘a iqitlity which; beyond:msest others, commands the respect of
mankind. B;utjg\éief arg'two kinds df ‘courage; the one the offspring of 1m- -
pulse, the.pther of prinéiple; and: the: réspect which they ought to command
IS in proportion, tq their. comparative, merit,  The worldly and narrow-
minded r ré with tumultuoys admiration the animal courage which urges
the soldier forward to acts of aggression.and.into scenes of slaughter. . In
their eyes his dignity is increased in proportion to the fields he has fought,
the lives He has sacrificed, the misery he has inflicted, the wounds he has re-.
ceived. Asglong as the fiend of discord walks abroad among the nations,
brandishing the torch which < is set on fire of hell,”” there will be men,
who will dare.to break the laws of God to obtain thie homage of men ; there
will be those whg think it more honourable to be stained with the blood of
the defenceless, than to be anointed with the regal ungction; there will be
those ,th deémit the most glorious lot of man to rush at once from scenes
of conﬂagratipn,f_fpf “agony, and murder, into the presence.of him who hath
said by the mo” th of his servant, ‘ He shall have judgment without mercy
who hath Shewed no mercy ;" there will be those who, elated by the ap-
plauses of the giddy multitude, and regardless of the dying curses of their.
brethren, whose blood crieth unto heaven from the ground, deem it no
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. And as long as any
are found $0.be proud of the mark which they nherit from Cain, there will
be rulers to sanction, honours and wealth to reward, and servile crowds to
applaud, their bloody deeds. But the reign-of, violence cannot last for ever.

he hour ié’"%ﬁﬁ"r)gf when the oracles of God will be, more intently listened
to, and more ¥ightly ititerpreted ; when he who, by the heathenish decrees
of unregenetdte hALIOTS, is pronounced to be the greatest among men, shall
become the lowest servant of all. The hour now is when the truly wise.
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-among us, casting off the shackles of prejudice and opening their eyes to the
dight of reason and religion, have learnt to see things as they are, and to call
them ‘lzihgc wightmiames.~ The” numiber’is daily inereasing of those who
see i the qncyrsions of the: military- chief no higher 'meiit’«*than’iﬁ'i‘“t?lie‘&épfé-
dations of the eagle or:the lon ; ‘and in the ferocity of his followers qualitiés
-meanly.allied. fo-these with which nature has furnished the wolf and the ti-
tgarsibi'Fherhourc has already come when: the sympathies of the good wait
-uppn the-vietims instead of the victor ; when the lot of ‘the fallen‘1s thought
prefergble: to-the triumphs of those who trample them down; when true
rgreatness is:prenounced rather to belong to him who, pierced with injuries,
investy himself with patience, as if gathering up his mantle before his fall,
Ahan #o;those; who inflict the blows, - however loudly the world may proclaim
-ghgm to be:s honourable men.’”  Passive courage, the courage of enduraiée
ansbead of aggression, is a source of dignity, true and permanent, in propor-
figan jte:the principle from which it derives its energy. : The paisive courage
«of the:stoit is. dignified in comparison with the active courdge of the con-
igaeror ; v but: the ‘dignity of the stoic shrinks into almost nothing ‘when
compared:with that.of the Christian martyr ; he who dies for his ‘religion,
cowgmands,:or:ought to command, less of our respect than the ¢onfessor,—he
wwho livescin misery for the sake of his religion. There is an unalterable
dignity imsuffering: well ; the more protracted the suffering, the greater the
sagnaty; because the 'more assured the purity and strength: of the motivé fiom
whnehithe power-of endurance proceeds. - On these principles-wé shall Iook
on:Adexander the Great with a respect diminished, instead of increased, b
dus cenquests;towelook on-himas on a: high-spirited ¢hild;  makitigia gredt
eemmotion with:his playthings, : Crowns, kingdoms, and:‘theé lives of men,
are stupendous playthings certainli; but - a8 ‘such they were uséd by Aléx-
andgr; and-hisiconsequent presenmineace ameng imen was: Hitle/more fndiz
cative of true greatness, than.the.authority which a boisterous child obtains
over his weaker and quieter companions. On the same principles we shall
look on a stoic'in undeserved:baitidhfiént Wwith- giréatdr “réspect than on a
general in an oration : -the stoic:will she;almost: forgotten in our contempla-
tion of a Christian martyr, exulting in the invincible strength of his faith :
from the triumphs of the-martyriwe sHall'tdt# ‘with a deeper veneration to
behold the serene glories of a spirit possessing itself in patience, and pass-
ing through degradation, want; and misery, bearing pain of body and an-
guish of mind, for the sake of conscience and of God. Many fine examples
of stoical courage might. be enumerated, bnt their greatness cannot compare
with the dignity of each judividual of the gloriqus army of martyrs, from
Stephen to Latimer ; and there are. greater even than these ; the cloud of
witnesses who.have borne ‘testimony to their faith in much patience, in
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, of whom the world was not worthy,
yet by whom the world has been blessed in a continued series from the
apostle of the Gentiles to the Henry Martyns of the present day.

Moral courage is, -therefore, one source of digmty of character ; but we
must also look: for it elsewhere ; for a character graced by the very perfec-
tion of the best kind of courage, may yet be far from dignified as a whole.
There may be evidences of a proud, overbearing, impatient, or dogmatical
temper, which may, when the time for exercising courage is past, serve as
marks for the shafts of malice to aim at and to wound. It has ever been a
subject of regret to the friends of truth that her champions have seldom been
able to preserve thedignity ef hey dause:in‘ their pérsons through life.  Those
who have mittenyeamgspohen;f and fabotred in gﬁér défé{ﬁeé, ave sometimes
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slunk from her sidg,in;the moment of danger;. andiathers, whosefidelity bas
"betr Haved péricck by SHFasings, have Gqused hen to.blush for her dervants
Byl Some unseemly aprogance, some thaughs.o \;.vcng%%« when the pressyre
'6f trjal has been remoyed, and.a temptation,ofiered 1o | ie.-squl, 19, shew. its
'gst Workings in the restored freedom of speech and action. , The reyiling
tohgr éiaf}}d‘he threat of vengeance bave too ofien lowered. the dignity. of
ifforers for conscience’ sake ; and those who have.comwandéd the degpest
IRV SR I oo . = : . :

‘veheration 'by their firmness in the presence of foes, in the depths.of dun-

-
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geons,’ or in view of the stake, have too often pained the ears. andisickenad
‘the_ hearts of their friends by some humiliating display of unconquered
passion, of tnchastened fecling. | T e

* Meekness, then, is another quality requisite to the maintenance,.of true
dignity. Meekness in prosperity, courage in adversity,—if these vitues e
fylly exercised, dignity of character will be nearly perfect. In the view of
the world, indeed, meekness commands but little admiration, anpd will net
be treated with due respect till a reformation takes place n the fashionable
‘code of morals ; till resentment of injuries ceases to be called praper spint 3
“till all are as willing to acknowledge as they must inevitably feel the absur-
“dity of resisting insult by an appeal to the ordeal of powder and: shat, 5, 4ill

fiien learn to be more jealous for the honours and rights of . others.. than, for

their own. By the wise and pure among us, however, humility is regarded
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as the truest mark of dignity ; and, happily, there have been examples {we

{

will hope their number is increasing) of men, eminent by thei powers,
 conspicuous by their honourable deeds, whe bave been at the sametime
K lothed with humility ; who, while the world was prostrated .at their, feet,
Hiave pointed to heaven, and exclaimed, * Not to us, but to Him, be theglory
' and the praise.””  Such examples as these, examples of men who, through
 meeknéss and courage ubited, have been able to accomplish their aims, .to
‘waves ‘6 opposition, and make themp a3, wall of defence on the right hand
aid on j-t.gly?.‘fﬁﬁ 3‘{‘? smite the stony heaxts, of men, and cause the streams of
“téndefness jo flow, wll, In time, haye f!
£ 3 RTHT) BORRE LAt A4 . . e
Tespect, Of, all 10 ynsh, for the possession of the mighty talisman
“which h.’;\‘s;tfo,,n’f*e_p?jr"t.'zaj,Vs__l'lp,'qui powers an some individuals of their species. This
_seé'ufed"bim'ﬁ,\xi’lfzﬁtéﬂilﬁ) 1 the hearts of savages. It was this which washed
the blood-stains from the laurels of ‘Washington, and imparted unfading
doors beforé the unassuming Howard, and gave him entrance into the deeper
dungeons of the depraved and heardened heart; and when the broken-
made his countenance appear as it were the face of an angel.

But perfect dignity is not secured even hy the perfect union of these two
quality may be attained, even in our present uncertain and imperfect state.
The meek and resolute man may forfeit or impair his dignity by want of
another : he may change his opinions too often ; he may engage in designs
which nature or education has not fitted him to execute ; he may be mis-
ought to repress, or repress what he ought to encourage. As long as these
inconsistencies remain, his dignity of character is vulnerable. Intellectual

‘bréak ‘down the barriers of prejudice, fo divide, as by divine power, the
tespect, of inclining”all or D O e by talomnan
- was the talisman which opened a way. for. Penn in the trackless forests, and
bloom to his brighter civic crown. It was this which opened the prison
spirited captive raised the languid eye at his approach, this it was which
virtues. Somethmng more is wanting, and some greater degree of this
consisten'cg;. He may suffer one quality to predominate too much oyer
taken in his judgment of himself, and may therefore encourage what he
error and imperfection, happily, have little influence over moral greatness.
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1 ey Tiad, 'none oould e greabi‘ fok RN mdl ‘t?)?'iri’t%g Shan Bgin
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Hetsith dHid attdniént.  We see, dn the Hdtarid 5T OIS AU1 T gredt
hot" exalted dignity of character may be, without any’ é’j;tfﬁg’);%? @%m;dﬁgcee
of intellectual superiority. Their exaltation was caused by 'thféifji;b“ns!$g§9;c&,
and in proportion to their consistency was their exaltation, ,V()-',ﬁ,.,.m,‘?f;'?gfir‘ his
‘which, at one time, ‘gave Paul a superiority over Peter: it was his growing
coisisteriey which added dignity to Peter during each year of his Tife, and at

‘Iéhgth-horioured him with the undisputed title of Prince of the 'Apostles.

Bt"18’the"'want of this which gives the bad power over the good; which

makes truth and virtue mingle their tears over the occasional degradation of
tHé worthiedt among their followers; which upholds the tottering institutions
of vice, folly, and superstition; which enables the false and impure flame
of ' worldly greatness to burn on in rivalship of the light of heaven, and to
attract the eyes of men, while they turn their backs on the noon:day sun.
The catse of this imperfection is evident. It arises from the imperfection
of buir 'dependenice on the only immutable Being. In his strength alone can
we bé 'made strong; in his wisdom alone can we be wise; by his per-

~fection’ alove shall we, at length, become perfect.  Not till we have stripped
‘Gutdelves of the trappings of worldly pride, can we be inveésted with the

d,{gmw of moral purity ; not till we have bowed our heads, can we receive
our“erown.' It was this entire dependence on an unfailing power which

coristituted ‘the greatness of the only perfectly dignified chatacter on record.

‘It wéis” this' moral’ consistency which, ‘more than the possession of divine
‘power, more than the importance of his mission, more than the anticipation

~of thé'glories of his second comiing, invests the Saviour of the world with a

dignity iferior only to His ‘who sént him. It is this which enables us to
follow hiti through the varying sceties of his life and death, with a venera-
tion and love increasing at every stép, till they become too powerful for

R . e : - Y AT TR I LA B 1N pi | v’ ~ .
- ‘gommiumicdtion, too deep for utterancé. It is this which, in his words of

compassion and deeds of bérevolénte, 'mhkes us own him, though a Son of

~"Man, the chief among men'; it is'this Which, in the grandeur of his doctrine
and’ the splendour of his mifackés, Makes us how before him with the

réverenice due to an angel ; it'is this which, ‘in' the awfulness of his denun-

~ ciations and the glory of his promises, enables us to’ ‘recogthize the voice of

God, and impels us, through his name, {0 adore the majes
the grace of the Most High,~ =~ =~ ' -
~In protp()rtion to our attdinment of this Christian consistency, will be the
degree of our moral dignity, of the only true and permanent dignity—of
that dignity which can enable man to respect himself, to secure the deference
of those of his fellow-men whose resPec? is valuable, to pursue his onward
course without shrinking from the gaze of men or of angels, to close his
eyes on this world in peace, and to stand, awed but unabashed, in the pre-
sence of the Majesty on High. This is the dignity which alone can enable
the frail child of earth to mingle, without presumption, among the sons of
God; which renders him a fit inhabitant of the courts of heaven, and secures
him a welcome among the wise, who ¢ shine as the brightness of the firma-
ment, and as'the stars for ever and ever.” v

ey

y and supplicate




2 asAneaFO2T uorgelyals

L

_drsitzrmdo-wollot- wods s o1 mislaxs o

=eioidisonng zuong R BPELHIAL & ;» RN SN 3 | }gfé erdioe jo
-8 Josul Chitisty wh 1% one into-heaven; and is.on the right | cﬁ 9 .gjqé, angels

AR NG S iz 35 219 -

24 yad‘ $f v

gt pripsipalities and. powers being made subject to him.” T Peb.ith 327" T
i"'_iSIBz;_Z‘,‘ B To the Editor. R N1 ERIN TR S m/ﬁ
" TuE question which I attempted to raise in my last scribble,. seems, Ao,
have' edcited a very lively sensation in the Unitanan world,....Hoces audhits,
adhuc integer. My present adventure in the wilds. of heterodoxy.is,pron.
bably destined to- a like animating fate. Such would-be peace-makers, %/
the: Cambridge Clergyman and myself, are verily and indeed, L beligves
some of‘the most unacceptable of theological polemics. Still, whether-at the:
instanice of necessity or free-will, I cannot help belonging to this school,, ot
not Jament to'my heart the pains, the perverse pains, ever and anon taken 10,
prevent all possible approximation to that unity of faith and worship amengst.
thé disciples of  one Lord,” most assuredly dreamt of, if not soberly anti-~.

o T

L

c;?lgt'e&,’-=~by its-earliest but best-informed professors. e e
I 'this long obsolete, and perhaps half crazy humour, will he allow me.
the liberty of remonstrating with that body of Protestants to which we;bgth,
ostensibly belong, not so much on their tenacity of what is technieally called:
the “Trinitarian faith, as of that faith in its most indefensible and wffensive:
form ? 'The term itself I do not just now arraign, because I cannat but,:
in common probably with him, think it well matched by the ¢ mere man’%-
and “ simple humanity’’ of another too sportive creed : and am ready.to.
admit, that we can have no pretension to insist upon the abdication of the.

N .

one, till we have thoroughly made up our minds to part .with the other..

k1

But, waiving the point, and even, in compliment to the bypothesis, admitting,
a ‘doctrine of Father, ‘Son, and Holy Spirit, to be the doctrine of Scripturey.
the' créed of the Saviour of the world hymself, and of his immediate mission-.
aries ; is there, I'would not too-pettishly ask, no more plavsible or decent
mode of exhibiting -that doctrine ‘than by pesitively’ burlesquing-the book to
which it 15 réferred, inthe fondness of) their accommeodation to it ?  Why,
palpably parodyshat: Bcriptire; why ostentatiously follow out that creed into
a'tiode of wership. which-absolutely scomms the example of their prototypes;
while it affects' o ‘test solely on their-authority ? They would not dare to
adulterate the sacred page by such verbal transmutations as they scarcely
less ‘wantonly: and‘hicentiously ‘introduce into their Articles and . Liturgy;
yeét will’-these 'siiniers ‘against tradition, in every thing but the most abject
obedienee to its authority, ever mock and insult the Protestant ear with their.
scrupulous veneration for the Litera scripta of insgiration, even in the mo-
ment and ¢ very act” of distorting its hallowed language into every tradi-
tiénal novelty of combination ! Let the impeachment nvolve what reputable
names as anti-catholics it may, is it less than a virtual dereliction of their
own apology for schism that they incite, whom they would propitiate, to the
adoption of such contraband patch-work as ¢ God the Son,”” and ¢ God the
Holy Ghost,” or challenge us to  bow the knee’’ to a three-one Deity ?
If ‘this be the symmetry of the Christian figure, what does the Bible present
but an''gggregate of dislocations 2 With scandals so unquestionable and
without ‘éxcuse as these, there can assuredly be neither compromise nor
parley oh the part of any commonly consistent scripturahst. ese mon-
strolis innovations on the apostolic forms of prayer and praise seal in lémine
the Tips of Christian charity, who must be allowed no dispensing power, who
hiéid’ néither absolution ‘nor apology for the theological vagaries of an after
age | tgg»p of the apostles, which would imp.]\yl(:%l‘ t they were mere tyros
or mal-adepts in the ¢ counsel of God.” "# Avaunt! at once,” do not the
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sticklers at such a jargon as this seem to exclaim to all their fellow-christians

~ not ’y\(i_th{g the Roman Cathlic pale, ® O avatintWithf {dur pious punctilious-

ness’t © 'We will Tidt, endute’ your insidious trammels, which: would’ chaify us
to the feet of the Christ and his apostles, and teimpt us'to apdstatize froiti the
purer theology of the Fathers of our Church, the oracles of the Reformation.”

Now, let me appeal 1o Clericus Cantabrigiensis himself, whether, upon

terms so repudiating and iniquitous, all present and future concord amongst,
the "disciples of a common Saviour must not be. absolutely impossible.?.
Whether, by such a substitution of allegiance, those who patronize it do net,
openly avow themselves a mere sect, and disclaim and interdict every hope
and wish for unity to the Christian Church? To apologize for such broad
ininuendoes against the orthodoxy of the Divine Founder of the religion,
which goes by his name, and of that of its only heralds who ever taught it in,
person from his lips, by quoting their assumed creed against their recorded
practice, what is it but, in the words of truth and soberness, to sport with.
the feelings they have outraged, and, under the mask of fidelity, to taunt with
treason ?  Shame on these libellous callide juncture ! It matters not. what

authority they may long have pleaded, by what reasoning they may bave
been excogitated. = There are they not, where, who shall presume to aver,
they skould have been ; where, who that has a thoroughly honest heart will
lay his hand to it and say, he can doubt they would have been ; and that not
once or twice, but as often as the associations of ideas which have since given
them birth occurred, if the inferences of the inventors had been the rowas
evolcs of the Evangelists and Apostles? But now, on the other hand, these
fouler blots erased—these undesigned, but too obvious, wrongs to the me-
mory: of one who spake as never man before or since hath spoken, entirely
done away,— could the advocates of his religion be more worthily employed
than in renouncing on their side every thing that unnecessarily gave offence
to ‘any of their fellow-christians, as averse as themselves to. take unwar-
rantable liberties with the phraseology of ‘the Bible ? | Need the most inge~
nuous or straight-forward Christian: (or, if helike the term, better, Unitarian)
in existence, be scandalized at-an.address to. Ged throughi his. Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, for his holy spint, though cohscious of attaching a very
different meaning to the words. from: that:suggested. by them to another
worshiper in the same sanctuary ¢  Or could he,. blameless of a_ higher
regard for his own opinions than what in spite of them might still be Chris-
tian truth, refuse to modify his own liturgy or extemporaneous prayer by
the seeming tenorof a somewhat discrepant faith, as his sacrifice in return.
for a * brother’s” mertorious surrender of its more unseemly form and
language ? Nay; what if, lured. still farther on by the good genius of
brotherly love, we were none of us so stiff and sweeping as some seem to
think that right reasoning might require us to be, upon a point which,

carried to its extreme, has certainly no very obvious tendency to assimilate
our character as believers or worshipers to that of the first heralds of Chris-
tiapity ? 'The Epistles of the Apostles are a perfect riddle, if we deny to

their faith in the Son of God, a conviction of his presence with his church

1 their. day.. Need we be so afraid of stultifying ourselves by erring with

them in our own, that we must be more than z)rward to expunge from our

latria every notion of :his privity to our prayer, all reliance on his 1nterces-

ston for 1ts - ncreased 'efficacy or acceptableness ? What mutual borror of
idolatry so obyiously forbids that.we confess him in any sense *“Lord,” * if
to.the. . glory of :(Ged the Father? , It is this un-apostalic zeal agamnst the

¥
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* Under Whatever x}xomﬁcamba\s the apostles recognised the Delty of Jesus Christ,
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fr? i1 ifios€ ¥ a7tlo Tove Chrish in sincerity”” in any way but ouc.owm. ., fet
& ﬁiE’sH: ’ %mtéiviﬁ) “anly that measure of subordinate homage, to, ¢ the
nlfhie Hiven dbgve every name,”” which apostolic Christianity was eyeri wont
t0'dg, ‘ahd how much longer would it stink in the nostrils of multitudes who
iy to-the most revolting absurdities of Athanasianism, as a refuge, from. its
abhorred mtilations of what St. Paul ingenuously characterized as. in; the
eyes of his “ brethren after the flesh,” an * heretical” mode of worship.
‘Which' 'of you, my Unitarian brethren, shall convince me of sin; andif. I
peak the truth, who will reprove me, when I contend, upon almost: eyery
sage of his and Peter’s and John’s Epistles, that the brighter and the warmer
OuF 'dévotions to the Son, consistently with that we owe to. God,, aspends,
the'néarer our prayer and praise will approach, if not to evangelical verity,
m’léés‘t toifs apostolical standard. FRIREINE
""Matiy of your readers (if indeed you should liberally deign to insert this
motley calumet of war and peace) will smile or sneer while running their; eye
over these preliminaries of a proffered negociation with a class of .our fellow-
christians of late years proverbially wedded to every thing that exidts,
whether right or wrong, in Church and State, as the only sequrity forithe
monopoly of its emoluments and honours, and opposing, hating, and drgading
every Anti-trinitarian, as if he carried about him the match that, wag one.ddy
destined to effect its explosion. They will not smile nor sneer.the. less when
I’ avow' 'my most sinéere conviction, that there are not at the present.day
very many whole-length Athanasiarfs amongst the laity or clergy of the Church
of 'England’; that, malgré the effect of habit, esprit de. corps, and natural
#ffection 'to a fanily, hundreds even of the latter would rather resign their
‘Preferments’ at opce * than solémnly,, in the presence of God, -profess, on
‘anly stated ‘day,. at’ the' demand of. tg’ﬂr hierarchy, as the condition of their
Fétaining fi.lféiif?s%‘}:%}?‘i enfire. belief. in d certain. formulary ; /nay, that - even
“afnongst her dignitaries” there aje not wanting advocates of their Bibles, who
'Wﬁulﬁiéﬁé‘. "bﬁﬁhﬁgﬁlﬁfﬂp&?@e&;{ if the illustrious,names by which they are
%o forward 'and, prond fo, swear, had, Been more thorough Protestants than
they were, g¥, pethaps, could have been, when they went to work upon the
'lt'nasslbpok”fg? t }pjx‘i {9 ;qfq;her « The Dyssenters, by birth or outward. pro-
féssion,’ 'hg\"ré.,é};spft;fsg ‘begu ?d: ! of a Churchmap, which not a little carica-
tutes a whole 'host of individuals i this supppsed creed-and-drticle-ridden

‘e

community. The Scriptures are not banished the Iibraries of .these Gama-

lielites, mor is every copy of .them in their possession blazoned with an
Episcopal sledge-hammer in the act of  prostrating the understanding.”
Tﬁeir candles do not invariably burn blue when some orthodox dogma
excites a doubt in their minds, nor does the ghost of Latimer or Ridley that
instant rise and pinch them by the nose when, pecovvnriaus wof® aupass, they

are every now and then a little too naughtily disposed} to take the

it is plain from their history and writings, that the honour they rendered him on
this account excited no alarm in their own minds or in that of their countrymen,
of its trenching on their avowed worship of ¢ the God of their fathers.”” Yet this
godly jealousy scems onc of the most irritable feelings, aud any homage, but the
lowest possible, matter of the greatest horror to many who eg;e‘em_themssqlgesythc
only true apostolical Christians. L

* The history of ‘the Establishment attests, that it is one thing, in the opinion of
not & few of-its ynembers, to treat with the Church for a past and gone-by. offence,
and anothen not to depreeate an-unseasonable r?dietiti'on of some of ggr requisitions.
v Whyseallest thou me: gooédl ? * None'is good buy db&.'{f Of that day and howr,
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Saviour of the world at his word,* or eyen to pyt_ what.
cotistrittfion’ o' the “dicta ‘of His %ﬁ;ﬁ-ﬁ ey “a‘ﬁ%? @&gﬁf@gg ‘%%g@ es
Tis, <indéed;’ & guite Blarfng fact, that {Hie -"Séﬁ’?‘; fes ate T ﬂ;e%i} ere
orlly, but evety where, fast gaining srduhd aPoﬁ,ih;e’;e’ ¢nds of tra&fiqn,"’ d,
peri passu of ‘course the profane figment of Trinity in” Unity, or ree
equal persons making up the ‘oné God, decliiing in’ repute.” "Stilf is the
forlorn hope ot seldom nor unconseiously clung to for the sake of doctrines
erronéously imagined to be'inseparable from it as the ’diyidiﬁg,"ﬁ'dint'b'e‘tv&eéh
Christianity- and pure Theism. In this dilemma, this critical juncture of
half vopsciertivusly halting between two opinions, with the Baal of Tradition
before him on the one side, and the God of the Scriptures on the other,
how does that faith, which would fain identify itself with apostolical Unitari-
anism, ordinarily meet the inquirer’s eye ? Wearing, I will say, the most
forbidding “aspect possible, sitting in cheerless majesty over the wreck of
every object of reverence and love, but one, to which he has been hitherto
accustomed in a Christian temple. Does this utter desecration now, this
smock-smooth waste, 1 would ask, leave and present all its primitive ichno-
graphy ?  The answer will be variously given ; but, as one of the spectators
of the ghostly scene, I certainly think otherwise. No! To the thesis from
-whieh she proudly derives her name, and triumphantly mocks the contemp-
tible profanation that would usurp it, let Unitarianism be ever true as the
qeedle- to” the north, and withal as unrelenting as the lightning of heaven,+
Thus ' far she stands on the rock of ages, beneath the eternal sunshine of
evdrigetical ‘truth: but do no clouds confine its precinct save to the eye of
sinister observation ? They have heen espied or embodied at one time or
‘other of his career by almost every pilgrim who has traversed the holy
gtound for a ‘period of now ‘well nigh ‘2000 years; and where, in these
latter times, shall seer find the magic to dispel them from the vision of sense
‘or of imagination ? A ruder hahd may multiply their number or swell their
'volume 3 but the most skilful Will' probably but'vary their shapes, or change
“their hues.  Where there is's6' inuch abiding doubt, must there not be some
ambiguity ? * The fact of the rélafion"of Jesus'td God” i~ written in sun-
‘beams, and all Christendom’ tetogitizes it ‘the' ‘middle'of 'that relation is so
revealed, that scarcely two iitelligént and horiést ‘fneh :siitiﬂ’ - down to the
question as a res infegra would’ precisely agtée ‘abélit it. " THAT mis Fa-
THER IS ALSO HIS GoD; wé know upon his own althority, and upon that
of all his apostles ; what moré fieed any Chiristiati know' to become a Unita-
rian in faith or worship > Let'the postulate sufficé,’ Touched by this talis-
man, the chimera of a tripersonal Déity vanishes into air : let us give the
unscriptural nonsense to the winds amid the cheers of thousands of our
~ present opponents; but the less our corolldries from this fundamental dogma
invade the “ majesty”” of the Chnist, the more and more, as most of them
contend, shall we find, upon experiment, our ideas, and the language in
which they are expressed, harmonize with those of its ¢ eye-witnesses.”
Upon this point are they so palpably wrong, that we should left-handedly

remand them, without pang or pause, to the evil genius of pseudo-ortho-
doxy ? J. T. CLARKE.

&c." 1 live by the Fathgr. 'The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
The Son can do nothiug of himself, &c. &c. &c. ,
# Theu shall the Sqn himsclf be subject, that God may be all in all.

4 "The transfer of the being from. the person to the nature is-a power of legerde-

-miain which ‘mubt surely sometimey provoke a. smile ont of the cenjuning room.

Thére were 1o BuchKaterfeltos eyen within, she orghodox pale. for chnturies after
the date’of Chrlstianley, ¢ T e O
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THE FALL OF THE LEAF.

‘Nor a flower is left for the vagrant bee,

" The evening winds have a dirge-like sigh,

And the chang’d leaves hang on the mournful tree,
lee false E‘lends waiting the time to fly.

It 1s come—the hour, the ominous hour,
- 'When Summer must lay her last glories down,
And resign to the cold usurper’s power

A faded robe and a gemless crown.

Yet the dying year is beautiful stlll |
T hough the last of its summer days has shone ;.
And we yet may gaze, from the sunset hill,
On the shining foam of its bright waves gone.

-Still, still it 1s sadly sweet to gaze, S
By the soft rich light of the calm day-fall, SRR
On the brilliant relics of former days, SRR AR
- Over which i1s stealing the Spoiler’s pall. e prerieg

As the moonbeams rest on the mouldering pile, - s
. Dlsgmctly dim and obscurely clear, _ -
“The tepder tints of the sunset smile | :

0&‘1 tbe rums Jeft of the bloommg year.

’Tis “a scene, a8 the stars and mowitains old,

- And yet-agithe Spring’s first roses new ;
"Tt@ a taley from ‘the date of Edeén told,
Yetusttliw ;hough siid, it' 1 ‘dear ahd true.

We }opk@‘?s ogr ,father sglgoﬁld of yore,
Op the mg wond, and,the falling leaf’;
W°e r¢ad the beok they Jaaw read before, =~ .
.And Qur. hegrts run ©'¢r, with ¢ the.joy. of gnef »

A Jight comeéd back fiom’ the Hiystic Past,
"Which shine§ on thé soul with a beam of power,
And thaws the ice that the world had cast® -
OQ’er the fountain of thought in a colder hour.

We hear a voice, which whlspers, that we
The fate of all that we mourn must feel ;
That seared the verdure of Hope must be,
And the Autumn of Age o’er the worn heart steal ;—

And oh, that—saddest and worst of all,
The darkest sand in the tnme-glass shed —
Every leaf and flower of Life’s tree must fall,
Their green bloom wither’d, thelr sweet breath fled !

Alas, that Pleasure should only give

.Her elixir, pure in an icy bowl, o e
wah melts, at. our touch, as we vpmly strve, EETE
Rils Tﬂgﬂml!ihﬁﬂhlm erthl! femr’d BOﬂl L. L g

L A PR AN ) ! ol C ' . oo
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Alas, that the things most dear below. .-

Like the autumn-leaves must fade and fall; .
‘Fhat the bleak death-wind miist over thieny: bfow; S

-~ And waft them each to the vestof allt-~ -+~ &

o To the rest of all ?——But Where, oil where .
B } ) Isthe goal of all that breathe and die ?
9 YWves not the spirit, in purer air,
'The wings she soil'd in this cloudy sky ?

- Is there no bright land, where no Autumn sears
The verdure of hOpe and the bloom of love ?

‘Where, unsullied by sin, undew’d by tears,
Life’s roses sparkle in. bowers above ?

 There MAY BE,” responds the voice of Earth ;—
“ There 1s,” deep warble the harps of Heaven-—-
¢ The dgrave may give a young Angel bipth,
o And your fading world is.a world forgwen /?
" Crediton. | G

VICARIOUS PUNISHMENT.

Mr. Angelini. andwthe Reverendf demary‘
R Scene-—Apartment in‘the Ordmary s Hbuse K

fo

L. (Congludedfromp.494) . - .. .-

Mr. Angehnu It is now thiee months since our last mtewiew. During
thxs petiod the subject of our .conversation has engrossed the whole of my
attention.s It bearings appeared to ‘me so aw(‘ully important, - that 1 could
pot cest satisfied till- ‘my. mmd arrived at some concluswn on whwh I m1g11t
safely <depend. . . ,

s iOrdenarys - 1 hope then that ymﬂ:ave been 50 fortuxiat& But what was it
thatiereated in-you'so great uneasiness ? 1 should have imagined that long
erethis time you had congratulated yourself in not havm«r been allowed t6
suffer;umdera delusion. ¢

« curd1y¥ieg, Tiperfectly agree with you, that had I been permxtted to" suﬂ‘er, it
would:have heen under the greatest of all delusions: for now, Sir, I have
bécome A {COMPLETE CONVERT TO YOUR PRINCIPLES:. still,-'however,
in; theie;application, there may be betwixt us the most essential "difference.
May. I beg;c themﬁore, that you will indulge me in a httle further conver~
satum O 3 a0

NLAN (I’}f Icambeof any service to you, it will give me smcere pleasure but
what: mthambgect to which you now refer ?

s That -tbe doctrine of substltutlon, as mamtamed by the oenerahty of
Ohmmans,u& itself.a delusion.

LA delysion ! SR T ;
u!Amﬁes,s\a.deluswu. Does 1t not run counter to all:and each’ of those
prineiples by, which:you yourself. established beyond a. doubt, ehat I could
not-be a\recewcd as the substitute of the. unfortunate: Famitleroy? i g
1QuThough you could not. be received as his-substitute;: how does that run
counter to the Chrnstlan doctrine. of ‘substitation ?; " Doryéut nugpe)se that our
LorduJems Qhusb dni not dle aa lhe mb&hwte of’ sumersw CUE S o

Lo, 4R ST ELV? SRV A

C o P ! '.H.-;r_a.f, A N ‘ LU Lo wl
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2. “Beeitse he Gould not bé aceepted, 7 ¢ L
“OF Wy 20 - AT
4. You know that being innocent he could not be charged with others’’
guilt : to accept of him, therefore, as a substitute, in yourown,'languége,,
would be “to set reason and common sense, not to speak of law and justice,
at utter defiance.” |
O. I see what misleads you. You speak of the death of Christ as if it
had been a human transaction; whereas we are to regard it as altogether
divine and supernatural ; therefore reason and common ‘sense and human
law and justice have nothing to do with it. =~ S -
A. No! Are we to adopt Tertullian’s creed and say, ¢ Credo quia im-
possibile” ?  Are we 'to ascribe a liné 'of procédure to the Almighty, at
which even the human mind, whén' divésted of p’féjg';c‘lkige,"jﬁéi‘z_blts, and spurns
asabsurd P e e
O. Your idéa’ is" rleithiér fiew nor wéll-foinded. In ‘the days of St Pail
the very same subject was unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unfo the
Greeks' foolishnisss; :ahdl yet it 'containéd demonstrations both of the power
A. But how are wé f&gj;i};dgé’"df ‘this, if you exclude reason and common
gense P 1 if 07 Bennr i A FEa R o s i
- 0. Reasoii ‘2@ commhioh séisé ard 'ndt othdrwise excluded than as -they.
are incapable of comprehending the mysteries of ,God ;. or, as St. Paul deno-
minates the ‘dociring OFCltiat Gricifiod, * the wisdom of God in @ mys-
tery.” “You ceHdinly will' dltow the Delty'ts be incomprebhensible,. You
recolléct that finé strain of représentation on this subject by the author of the
book of Job: « Canst thou by searching find out God 2" Canst theu find
ouit'the Almighty uhto perfection ? It 18 as high as heaven ; wl;:jcagstipqu
do ? -Deeper than hell; what canst thod know ? The measure (fyarje g,“lﬁ
longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.”” Céﬁ'ydﬁ,ﬁ}ih' ety then,
if his procédire should not be level in every respéet tothqqgipgr& ension, of,
finite intelligences, especially to a being of such limited ,,th.i?ixq y, A 100 ?
Recollect; T pray you, the statement of St. Paul, « Without, conirofeisy
great is the mystery of godliness.” S
A. But while the incomprehensibility of the Divine Natin‘e,’rlg.,i’%%l‘yéc—
knowlédged, and also the incomprehensibility of his works in ‘mapy re-
spects; this' furnishes no substantial reason why his moral’procedyre, as
revéaled to man, should be equally incomprehensible. " L“‘"z': T
@i No! T think it does. - Were man able to comprehend even fhe qu(f“dll
procedire of the 'Almighty, he must be possessed of an intellig, neg, ap~
proaching t0 divine. Very differently, however, did prophets an(f dROstth?,s,
regidrd this subject. ¢ My thoughts,” saith the Lord in the Prophecigs of
Isatah, . ¢ are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways B)r,,'as“';he
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than y our ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” O the depth,” says St. Paul, ¢ of
the fiches both'of the wisdom and knowledge of God! }f/ )t

]

, " vk ‘

e fiches both of the wi o wiseaichipble

are hisjudgments, and his ways past finding out ! His'j dgmen,tg an .li}hlqs
ways'you'will allotw to be moral procedure, and that too as it re; rds man.

' 4:“Why'then'am 1 called upon to believe a doctrine as revegled, and ﬁ(‘)
act'upot 'it; if that' docttine bé incomprehensible » © - 7 T
O. You beheve a thousand things equally incomprehensible : nay, it is
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RaeL, 1, tg doybt. them,, m&d raflin
quegg} XU Rawer, to doubt them,. For instaac  SRIE

é intimate connexion ween your min W ean Jom
comprehend the nature of that connexion? You know. that )g p, smge ¥o-
litton you can put your body in motion, bpt can you explain howit:ds that
by this volition you can move even a smgle joint ? How absurd then were
your conduct, were you fo sit. down in inaction, till you:could sufficiently
compre’hend how you live and move! You cannot comprehend how the
tree gradually bepomes Joaded with beautiful and delicious fruit, but would
you “on' that account refuse to partake of it ? Equally unreasonable would
your conduct be were you. to refuse the benefits of Christ’s death because
you cannot comprehend the principles on which it was deemed necessary
for their procurement. ,

‘4. This reasoning is analogical. Do you recollect how you characterized
such reasoning ?

'0. Though this reasonmg ‘be analogical, it is for the purpose of illustra-
tion alone, and not to mislead your Juggmen o

/. Tf this doctrine then, ‘that Jesus, thouo'h innocent, "died for the guilty,
be as you state, incomprehensible, upon what grounds t;zan I.believe itasa

rational being # . .

0. Upon the very stronO'est ‘graunds, thch. 1 Js,hgll; prﬁepﬂy state, but
permit me in the meantime to observe, that we live'in a world, of incompre-
hensibilities. It 1s_but little that we doknaw. :, Ony I:e eey 18, chiefly
confined to facts.” Now amongst these facts 1s ﬂlat most 1mportant of..all,

%f flmst having “ died the just for the nn;cusg, that he, mgm brmg u&to‘
0 b A ’
RPN 5331

”A" That is the matter tob Hrave o) herqareyoﬁt, q 2o ST
0. They are. found 1 ab J) ??g?n ggm% tmony whjl’)c God. hath gweu
oF ’hxs Soq 30 ! e,n 1f ye recewe he testunony Of men,’ the testxqum 05 GOd
lS eate ’ A oo
5 “Butf hién those passages to whxoh you will unquestxonab}y refﬁr,, must
ext er ad 115 of a different interpretation, or I must give up all pretensions fo.
a}gy{ ideds of right and wrong, of truth and falsehoo o ety sl
”‘ oW, Sir, do you really presume to regard yourself as 2 J ge qnalif ed
’déé?dé"’dﬁ%]zat S rzght or wrong, true or false 2 W,
laft“ qsdl ;ely ;. but when a proposition demands m assent, may I
Gl ’gé {igwed’ fo examine it, and if it evidently appear to,,g !mqoggxupus,
ot reject it as false ? ) v
f‘g § ,, your judgment is not infallible. At any rate, lt were ;mly AR
ac'tl o'ff‘B" @‘omina humility to submit your judgment to the authonty
i, p érmit me to say, that it is my most earnest desire. an smdy to.
the tmost deference to the Divine authority ; and were. L but:convinged
&at’ tﬁxé‘% trme, with all its incomprehensibilit dy really were of, diyins.
f it\ ": wou recewe it with most cordial and implicit submission,,( But,
“U7i8a ‘dity which I owe to myself to satisfy my own cqgscmme.
é’ Wﬂht’ which is enjoined in Scripture “ to prove .all things, and
td{be ‘rdad af ays to give an answer to every man that phall ask me a
mgq‘& 'fythe hope that is in me.” To do this I must qmp y m eason,
Fhérefore mst udge of that interpretation, which i ;s {0 par-
tig(l r ture. Now, 1if I find that in t s: Qmmul‘f;l the
afe éﬁlatlcfn of man is made to depen%on the na,tur,e g, th’ﬂﬂ,
t e”hu‘m rGUS quotauons in support of whie pot 1w, pavade, to
| u,"Eure )/I may regard the docmqs: of, J?SW dﬁmt\
h
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;,ﬂ;ea,gumg 8504 enly at varianek mthmthesé,r’hm as'a doetrm@riii i’ts@i‘f
to speak mildly,not: agreenble to tedsadr <1 o Bl gaden ooz
0..The mhows As -it*possible -for_ you- to- account for the whole Christian
dxspensatxon, which. is_founded entirely on the death of Christ as the substi-
tute c;[ sinmersy . or -to explain. those passages whick represent it as .mc’h L&'?Jd
which occupy so large a portion. of the New Testament 2 R
A. Bring forward some of these passages. SE
O. Isaiah, in his prophetical capacity, says, The Lo'rd hath. laiid 6
ham the zmquztzes of us all.” And St. Peter says, speaking of Jesus §C«hmst
“ who his ownself bare our sins in his own body on the tree.”” - -1 ™
4. Now here, Sir, you must permit me to apply your own prmci‘ples.
The representation in these quotations 1s metaphorical. - . Iniquities .or: ins
are represented as a load or burden, and the metaphor is sufficiently- appro=
priate in one respect, but only in reference to.the guilty ; I say in'one-re-
spect because a metaphor is not applicable to the subject it represents in all
ualities, or_in all the circumstancesiin mhich it may be:viewed. "A. 16ad
%urden may be taken . up; ‘er-laid down;-or transfetred from “oré’ to
another ; but gmlt isiparsenal and in dts-own‘hature intransferrable.:.: To lay*
upon one the miquities of another isitherefore neither intelligible in pointiof
language, nor. possible: s pbind of; mtra~M¥tﬁxm of Seripture, then,’ wfnch
represent sins or iniquities, under the figure of a-burden, or any other figu
implying . the posslblhty of tfgangfafrgncem if:s0. mterpreted carry the ﬂgure
far beyond its_legitimate and intelligible- import:
O. : But though sinsbe in its owWnonature mtransferrable, Jesus Christ: mxgh
be said to. bear pur siigs and; 4@1have ;them la1d on hun, when he errdured ¢
thej})umsllmem ofghew, . ek ot ‘
Now, Sir,. ].must appeal to your canﬂour. ~ How often have you ycnm-
self in. themost decided manner avérred it to be a principle ALPOGETHER
INCONTROVERTIBLE, that where there was 1o guiit, there,could be: no pu- |
nishment ? . - s
. Q. Sir, I own to you, and I have all along assumed, that tlie substmmrm
of Jesus Christ for sinners is a doctrine that is incamprehensiba. -ult o’
mystery, of God, but not on:that account irrational. In shmt, atisa deotrite
that is ABROVE REASON, BUT NOT CONTRARY TO REASON, -i'f yiiiuy wls 15
'A. Now do me the favour to define your terms, and let: meadlstmutlymmm
derstand what you mean by above reason and contrary to reasons s ‘v oo
O. When a doctrine in Scripture is proposed, the truth and;,mannmr@f?u
which the reason cannot comprehend, tﬁen I say that that doctrine is.aboye’
reason ; and were it possible that a doctrine i in Scripture could be:comapre i
hended, or attually is comprehended, to be absolutely false or iapossable; !
then I say that that doctrine is contrary to reason. Or in’cothes woillsfn
proposition is-above reason when we do not comprehend how:it 'k r(eaﬂmxl,
and contrary to reason when we do positively comprehend  that.it;cannot he:
reahzed For instance, so long as a person may be ignorant of; Mag tibs,
the forty“seventh proposition of the first book of Euclid, though in itselfi das .
monstra ly true, yet would be above his reason, but any propesition: mntra-c
dnctory to an.axiom or first ll)rmcnple would be contrary tQ reasom. sl oo .
4. Pray tell me further what is it in a proposition which, vehders m@lsﬁw
or lmﬁ 8} le?. coostin gedder o
0. Akproqusmpn is false or impossible when the 1deas whlch it contains. .
do: th coalesge.. | This may\take place either on account of the ijmmediate .

ote

i

opgpsmm .and inconsigtency of the ideas themselves, mutually emcludmg .

TR
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eaeh other;:as<in: a mtradmwon;hm ‘bevaase 16f Ylh&ﬁlmé%xﬁst& ‘with
some other established truth, with whieh:they ddasotgodeport:b!im 3!1‘ [33 of
il Vo dRirAT s Y pleased Wtﬂl Wdéﬁﬁl bii ﬁﬂdlﬂﬂ}
shed s eadyt6 rast thelquestion etirsty Ypon wh amav@%mﬁséb
-You then maintain.that-the acceptance: of : Jesus Chmst s & 'substitute fopthe
crmlty 18 a doctrine which-is truey although with regatd to its trith: aqd‘qiﬁnt
ner it be ineomprehensible, by which you medn tbat it is- above reasoh > Is
thisa.fair stitement of yout meaning ?

ki Avaset . | o T

A. Now, on the contrary, I maintain that the said doctmne is contra
reason; -because I DO COMPREHEND IT to be false or impossible; both: on,
aceount of the ideas of it not coalescing amony themselves, and of their bp-
position to-other truths which are firmly established. The proposition then
at issue is this, Is the acceptance of -Jesus Chmst as the substxtute of the
guilty above reason, or contrary:to reason ? |

0. -1t is in vain -to enter ‘on aay: dzséusswn, Bém the docbrme, being
acknowledged to be mcomprehe‘ﬁs;ble und abové réuson, /cam%t t?esubmxt-
ted: to its test,: But: rests on: ’d‘aﬁnemautlwmty; A th@r%ﬁz 3/ ’be fé—
opived, as indisputably true; being a mitter of faith]bit iorof Y

‘w41, would observe, that-it appemmmﬁmhénﬁbléﬁ?%bé% r%ﬁk&n; in
norother: sense than an absurd. progositien s it 88207 %k

reastg;m Suppbse it were ‘anncurnced tH (iumiﬁ 40 ﬁﬁﬁﬁgz%ﬁiﬁ yoray. 3Rl ‘éf
authority, that two and two makefive;! b;f bt a0 paiEIs éﬁé
whole::: these propositions you inightprofionee 16 “He'i i} P% ._

bist the mind will not rest here; but v¥éject- them a¢ otite éﬁ i’im’p s;d

false.and- 1mpossﬂale, it is incumbent 'on you ' eithet td éXpbse!
roy: reasoning; ‘or to acknowledge its validity. - I'conceive i )tlfehl ko'
trary to: redson- that God should accede  to a procedure inconsistert with thé '
perfection of his nature. If his violated law requires satisfaction ' “‘thé"
suppnmpf s dignity, that satisfaction neither can be given by, nér aéc‘ep
from, .an .ihnocent individual, because justice Vg’uu'es that thé-innocéfit’be*’
Fmand; -andi:the: guilty alone be ‘punished. - Were the mnocént‘ toSuffer”
or the guilty, this would be, according to your own representation; {6 Satisfy'
the:law! mﬂl the:shadow without the substance—with the-figure- without ‘the
subject whichsit>represents—with a mockery of justice—with a counterfeit:
ofipunishment. .- Fhough Jesus Christ should have voluntarily proposed fo
dmudnsmakm o alteration, because where there is no guilt, there can be”
no pumishment--neither can he be supposed to take the gmlt upon hlmse’if
ceAuse:gndlt 1 it8 own nature is intransferrable. L
Dy How then-is it said that * God made him to be sin for-us, who' khew
noisinitd: Jf:inhis there could be no transferrence of guilt, there Was at 1
least an:impriiation, for he was considered and declared as guilty. [ - 1"
4i:Dlow,sBir; - I call upon you to mark in your statement a pmposmon
conttany:o: reasonﬁ-—-not ﬁme it, because as a reasonable being you. cannot
do vtherwisethan comprehend it to be both alfse and z?posnlflea bYour dee-
trine, then, supposes Jesus Christ guilty of the sins of mankin 1mpnta -
uon;f But nu‘i}: reality-—-that is to %ay,ythat he was guilty of" thqsey ery siﬁs
of which at the same time he was innocent. Now, to mamtam suc ‘
trineis:to-contradict a first principle, it isto coptradict the sxionm thqq fz@
is smposyible for the -same thmg to-be; zmd not'to be, 'at' the M’;’Ite tinie.?’
But ,%5«, A& pray-you,; is-imputation 25 Thevery térin deniotes uncirtainty; -
VOL. L Ja

sible. If, therefore, I can shew that the doctrine undé¥: éas§ f'fs* ﬁ%}
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not falsehoot - Both in litd use-datid vtgmolepyy it iniplies the exercise of ithie
imagination, or of a vague and indiscriminating mind, thinking or suppéeiny.
certain qualities to-belong to aphtsdny, which hé-eithet may or'may wot pos-
sess, But; in the case of Jesus Christ, imputation assumes a very different
aspect ; for here there is violence done, and that wilfully, to the conscious-
ness of truth. * Guilt is imputed to himin the consciousness of -hisirinocence.
Through ignorance ot malevolence, one man may impute guilt to' anvther
who may be innocent ; but you represent God as. uimputing guiltito his Son;
and the Son as voluntarily imputing it to him_selgf, and all this  the-con-
soiousness of innocence ; just as if God could be capnble of colluding-with
kis Son to impose upon the world falsehood for truth: o
. Q. 8ir, you horrify me. S S
A. Where is the wonder, seeing that you dare to émpute to the Author of
all perfection, a procedure akin to the machinations of the infernal spirit ? -
O. Sir, I protest against your unhallowed asseptions. The doctrine 1
maintain has been that of the Church, with little exception, from its com-
mencement till the presentday. - o -
- A, But when it has been impughed, how has it been defended? Only
by an appealto- authorities, not to principles ; to assertions, not to proofs.
Permit me to notice!to yiow b« late author, ' who says, that * in defending this
doctrine, it'is-necessary to- btate 4¢in such a manner, - that it shall not appear
irrational or unjust.’® . Wiell;: how!does 18 state t ? 1 shall vead to you his
words. - After asserting* thatthe “doctrine had been completely vindicated,
and a solution afforded to every objection, by some of the greatest masters' of
reason, from ‘Grotius down 1o the present Archbishop -of Dublin inclusive,
and professing to avail hiraself of all this'host of assistance, he says,— In
the substitution of Jesus' Christ, according 16 the Catholic opinion, there ¥s u
translation of the quilt of the sinners o himy by which is not meant that he
who was innocent became a sinner, but that what he suffered-was on dccourit
of sin. To perdeive the reason for adopting this expression, you must carry
in your minds a precise notion of the three words, sin, guilt, and punishment.
Sin i3 the violation of law, guilt is the desert of punishment which succeeds
this violation, and punishment is the suffering in consequence of this desert.
When you separate suffering from guilt, it ceases to be punishment, and
becomes mere calamity or affhiction: and aithough the Almighty may be
conceived by his sovereign dominion to have the right of ‘laying-any thea-
sure of ring upon any being, yet suffering, even when inflicted: by
Heaven, unless 1t is connected with guilt, does not attain the ends:of punish-
ment. In opder, therefore, that the sufferings of the Sen of God mightibe -
such as became the Lawgiver of the universe to inflict, it was necessury thimt
the sufferer showld be considered and declared as tahing upon him that obli-
qation to punishment which the kwman race fad incurved by their sins.
THEN HIS BUFFERINGS BFCAME PUNISHMENT, not indeedideseryed by
sins of his own, but due to him as bearing the sins of others.” . ; After the
discussion which has already taken place, it is not necessary by any analysis
to point out the incongruities, the fallacies, and, I may evenadd, : the:disin-
genuousness, contained in this remarkable passage. - It mayy howeven, be
regarded, notwithstanding its ambiguous and contradictory ‘phraseology, Inot
only:as one-of the Iutest, but as the best stutement of the doctrine which can
be given. - Tt has been gwen, too, by a petson of distinguished: talents. and
learning, lately &it. the head of a Scottish umiversity, and long the eloguent
leader of the couneils of the Scottish Church ; and it affords aty instance'that
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against e mighty pewerof:Aruthicno GBS, A0, learming, C%”‘ﬁ&w

prevaides. . oaeaiGer haed ciitaatanithaifyy bl shey a0 (LIO0 SEITHLT
- O ;Bar,, you. seem to'speak with..such-self-complagency as;if :all - ofhers.
lived 3a evror, and you alone. had the power of - detecting it How.isit that
you agsume-such mighty pretensions ? - . . . . .. 5 .
A. 1declate to you in: the face of heaven and earth, that truth is my only-
object, and if my reasonings and conclusions accord with truth, it is to you
alone that I am most deeply indebted ; for they are all founded upon those
principles formerly adduced by yourself, and declared by you to be incon-
trovertible. : . e
O. 1 have aiready said that the. doctrines contained in the Holy Scriptures
are chiefly matfers of faith and not of reason, and that when you: trust- to
your reason, you frust to-an erring guide. But reason, yea. heaven and
earth, may pass away, bat one- jotor tittle of what God- hath said shall not
pass away til all be fulGlled. -, Remember;;:tqo, that those. things which ‘are
impossible in the, estimation-of men,  are- possible with;God } and «if the
gospel be bid, it 1s hid to them that are lost.” .7 /.. .. © o
otherwise it is at the peril-of -my. personal safety. : This: consideration- may
render me a hypocrite, but is not calenlated;; to inform ;my judgment.” -I.do
request; then, as the greatest favour you.can-bestow npon: msg,sthat you-will
point out the fallacy of my reasonings, bf.whigh, opon. my: honoyr; L am
not conscious. -Failing-to de this,. it is no.afepeachment of youb sagacity .to
say,:that you cannot effect an impossibithtys - <+ -+ - e o n
- €. Sir, I may take my leave of you.with: the solemn. declaration of the
Hather of: the faithful, “ If you.:be¢lieve not Mases: ahd. ;the-‘r,pm@betS;’? Ao
whom I may add still higher nuthorities, - namely, >the Sonof God and .his
inspired - apostles, ¢ neither will you believe, though oné rose from. the

dead)”’ fxeunt. S I

It , ? ) ) . A;’P::‘)

coner

I THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. -~ .
gt .-‘,' y o jelt e S :, . PR .

< 'THRRE_ 1s ;something so consonant to our best feelings in; the -gircum-
staricessiassociated with the Christian Sabbath, that we can”hardly help
wondering ‘at -its having ever- been made the subject of -objection.,.. [The
very-ideaiof a busy world stopping, as by general consent, the giddy round
of ogcupation to devote a day in seven to their Maker ; :the. thought of, so
madny separate hearts blending in their meditations, so many different voices
rising - together to- the throne of the Creator, possesses infinite attraction, for
the > spizit that-has learned sometimes-to wander beyond its own narrow: eefl.
«« Now". (we.are pleased to think) *the hum. of business is hushed, that hum
so, full of agitation, that mingled hum of care and gaiety, of fears and hops.
All .that composed that mass of human passion and energy, are now with-
drawn to.a temporary retirement : the prosperous man to pay his. tribute
to Him whose providence directs the tide of human affairs; the unfortunate
man to relieve his thoughts from earthward, and feel that He who chastens
is- still good and gracious. Now, the monarch forgets his sceptre, the
senator: his anxious charge, the soldier his warfare, the prisoner his cha_ms.
Now, the father foregoes his labo\%ns, ;he» mother her cares. ‘The studious
G
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man calls home his thoughts, and the man of .business seeks repose for his
spirit.. The mechanic is now in his lodging, and the husbandman in his
cottage. The huge body of human' soéiety, ‘through all its spreading con-
nexions, is now at rest. To-morrow, it.will resume its play, -and all will be
ceaseless motion. To-day, amongst the sons-of .meny all is undisturbed and
tranquil. To-morrow,-their  attention, their thoughts, their feelings, will
diverge a thousand- different ways. To-day, one sacred bond of sympathy
holds all in unison. To-morrow, they will start forth again in the different
characters which they are ordained to support below. To-day, they go before
their God, as children of the same parent. To-morrow, their burdens must
be resumed—the cares and the sorrows which each has to bear. - To-day,
they are privileged to rest, forgetting care and_sorrow; ‘in the presence of
the Almighty. To-morrow, will the world resume its spell, with its duties,
its allurements, its disgusts. . To-day, all around us rejoice to forget it for'a
time—all, save the pitiable person who,  unprepared to live amid. purer
things, even on the Sabbath steals back: to:its paltry concerns. - ‘To-morrow,
necessity will recommence her sway, and -divided families will go forth'to -
their various ;pursuits. Toeday, -in-cheerful umion, they: blessthe hours-of
‘domestic enjoyment and; reposes’’: It is:a;pleasing-and a stirring thought-<~
peoples and- nations . confessing .the: bond . of . brotherhood; ' 1n- the acknow--
ledgment of a day ;adapted:to-eommion weaknesses and -consecrated to'7a -
common Gad. . It.is 3 pleasing and. a-spirit~stirring thought, that, whatéver
~the mortal lot of man, Il)he has: yet -been: permitted one day.in seven to'¥ise
above his low estate. . Who would net-feel that day the ties press:closer which .
draw him to his species ? Who: would not-feel his soul enlarged with & :more
diffusive, and. cheered with a livelier, ray- of benevolence . Who: could
wonder if, on the Sabbath meorn, he should fancy the' sun beamed gladliet,
and the fields smiled fairer, than usual:? - Day.of happiness angd. puig»%enjg-
ment! How many worthy and industrious fellow-mortals:does. i¢ bless
with the opportunity of loved, social intercourse! How:many amiableiand
sensitive hearts does it bless with the recurrence.of Dévotion’s phret htut'!
How many reflecting and noble spirits does it bless with' the: return: of 16ftiér
meditations! Nurse of every better and more exalted feeling!:: Raré qiitérval
of constraint to folly and affectation, of freedom and triumph to’'reason'and
sincerity! What surer test need a man require of his growth in alf that s
truly great and excellent, than the ardour with which he welcomes,the 7¢dl
with which he uses, the golden hours of the Christian Sabbath ? Institatiofis -
of human appointment have been swept away by that flood of ages 'whieh
is sapping even now the foundations of others that are yet left: bBut:¥his,
the most ancient and venerable of all,—this, which has been countenah¢ed’
“the approbation of God. himself,—this still endures; and every trﬁc?fl&fy&“&f
his species, of wisdom and of virtue, will breathe his aspiration:to' Heaven,
that 1t may endure till the returning light of .the seventh day shall'sée-atbthe
;a}t}ioni (1)f the earth entering with one aecord into the house-of 'the ‘E?eﬁm ‘
enova . ' ' > ooy B ona
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%€ TS you* gir'ld“"ll‘ayl{)'r{ are. the chief
" Wha aré to blame for this mischief ;
But, gin the Lord’s ain folks gat leave,
. A toom tar-barrell .
An’ twa red peats wad send relief
An’ end the quarrell.”” BURNS.

S ' To the Editor. B
. SIR, ' | S Sept. 5, 1827.
- ONE way or other, it seems as if something would be done towards eman-
cipating Ireland from the mental slavery under which she has so long
groaned. Miserable and degraded, indeed, has been the fate of that country.
The mass of. the people under the bondage of Popery, and the remainder
divided between the dominion of: the Presbyterian priests and the thraldom
-of the Established Church..; Priestcraft ‘has there ‘three heads, all equally
ugly and forbidding. There is:the same.gpirit in each. The Church of
Rome (fortunately) is compelled: te: confine=its*¢hdins -to the mind. The
Church of England collects its revenues.:by aried force and bloodshed—the
tithe=battle of Skibbereen to. wit. ,;The‘zPresb{i&erianiChurch seeks to perse-
cute an honest and faithful officerbecause he Hias'spoken the truth. But to
enslave, to domineer over conscience, to ¢ lovd it over God’s heritage,” is
the. end and aim of them all. -.The'lﬁstory—'bf'fth’eéméter Synod 1s a precious
document. It transports one back to'the timeés of -John Calvin. It is the
 very counterpart-of the diabolical.conclave which; dt the instigation of that
hero of the Reformation,.condemned Servetus: to ‘be burned. ~There is the
_very.same, spirit, almost. the. same’language.. Luckily for Mr. Porter, the
.days of burning are over. \ ]
v, b nere 38 one point which cannot have failed to strike your readers, and, I
‘hape, to, have. stirred: their blood as it did mine. These Preshyterian inqui-
sitqrs are, desperately alarmed for their pockets. Amongst all their raving
.And canting about -the pestilent heresy of Arianism, amongst all their con-
\sern;for, the welfare. of .the Redeemer’s kingdom, they keep a very sharp
-Joplrout, aften the riches of this world. If they have one eye for God, they
:have,another for.Mammon. They are all paid by the Government—these
Noneonformist divines are all pensioned out of the taxes. < What will the
fipxerament think of us 2’ says one. Turn out these Arians,” says an-
stheny ¢f or we shall draw down the ill-will of the Government.”” This is the
\ lessed fruit of -an alliance. between priests and politicians, between Church
;and Statg, . ¢ Hear this, ye that abhor judgment and J)ervert all equity, ye
that, build;up Zion with iniquity. Your chief men judge for reward, your
priests. teach ;for hire, and your prophets divine for money—yet ye say, Is
.pat the Lord amengst us »” I have said these men had the spirit of Calvin,
but I do him wrong. John had nothing to put in his pocket by the death of
hig,victim. He destroyed Servetus for the honour of God, and not for the
service of Mammon. But with this Presbyterian conclave, all their pretended
zeal about religion is base, hypocritical cant. They knew that Mr. Porter
was an Arnan when they chose hum their clerk, and, heretic as he was, they
went on quietly enougg with him till of late. But these inquisitors have
smelt out that there was a demur about the parliamentary grant to their col-
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* John Goudie.
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1eg% Ko’ﬁ? Jccoﬁ'ng 3{’ g’,tg A{Fll?!li‘“-,i}%?‘g ‘r?i’df': its’ ..pgpff’esgors,- “ Oh, oh 1
sayy theys, ¢ if this be the case, our tura will comie neXt,  'We must get rid of
these. Arians, or good bye to our salaries.’” One’of these crafty ‘priésts
(Stewart, of  Broughshane) thus lets us info the real motive ‘of their proceed-
ings, , He admiits that ¢ Mr. Porter had discharged the duties of his office in
a fan "fglgﬁjhnhér, and that he had fearlessly and manfully told the truth;
but,”? says he, “we ought to dismiss him, because a person holding such
opinions and acting as our clerk is injurious to our interests.’”” He then
confirms this delightful argument, so worthy of a priest, by a lie, (see Mon.
Repos. p.-710,) and sums up all by this appeal to the avarice of his hearers:
¢ IWe ought to use our best endeavours to stand well in the opinion of the
Goverwment, FROM WHICH WE RECEIVE 80 GREAT SUPPORT.” Now,
Sir, . what opinion must a man have of that audience to which he could sd
address himself? Let us bring the matfer, in idea, nearer home. Suppose
at 'a meeting of the ministers of the Three Denominations, at Red-Cross
Street, Dr. Winter or Dr, Newman (I humbly implore them'to pardon me
the wrong I do. them) were to propose to'their brethren that they should
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expel the Ariaps and Unitarians from their body, because they hoped such an

act. would induice the. governmeAt to incréase their stipends—F say, suppose
this to 'be’done, would fiot siich &’proposition be met with the scorn and in<
dignation of the whole body ? . Would not the proposers be branded as base
apostates fioi the cavse of NoricoRortity; ahd would they ever dare to hold
up their beads in any decent oclety again P What a miscrable, degraded
set must, this §ygpff of | I‘stcﬂ' be, to"whom any man would dare to utter such

a,sentiment ! ¢ Ho, ho, comé’ forth, 'and flee from the land of "the north :
deliver thyseHy 'O Zion, that ‘divelle f With the dmgiter of Babylon.”
£ Whiat concord hth, Chiist with Belial?* Cbime ye out from among them,
and be'ye.separate, and touch:not- the uncléan thing.* Too lohg have' the
jggg&ag; of the one only Jehovah slumbered and slept, too. long have they
hgped by quiet submission t6 lof} the spirit of Célvin to rest: 1t hiis arisen
10 crush them,” But let- them be trie to themselves, atid thesé insolent i
gqusitors shan be put to silence atid to shame. 1s the torch of persécution
quepched at Rome to be rekindled in Ireland ? IS liberty of conseience
proclaimed in Popish South America, and shavish subinission to be préached
and practised in Protestant Europe ? s bigotry driven totake upy its'dwell-
ing in a Presbyterian Synod? . o ST
. ‘,g,[,,éf,,.theh, our Arfan brethren gird up their oins for the fight.. - ‘They are
‘not without able, learned, and pious men. They are stigmatized as  high-
. Way robbers,”” ¢ men who had withered up the best interests of the Chiris-
;t;{zm“(}kurch,” ‘¢ wolves in sheﬁ;)'s clothing,”’ ¢ the enemiies of their hea-
‘vénly King,” * men who should be dragged to light and exposed to-the
.eye of Government,” ¢ men arrayed in hostility agamst their Lord and Sa-
,vipur.”*  These chatges, be it remembered, are not made in'secret, bat
-before their faces, and published to the world. Dr: Hanna {fone of the'con-
 claye) said, *¢ Drive the Arians ftom amongst us, and you will be ‘adog)tihg
the very way of establishing and confirming their opinions.”> And the
Doctor 1§ right enough. Tt will compel the Arians‘to defend themselves'; it

will ‘set pedple inquiring who ‘énd what the men are ‘against whom such'a

torrent of abuse is levelled; it will ‘excite discussioh, ‘and this is precisely

what 'thé Ddétor wants to aveid. He tells us, ¢ Arianism is dying a natural
death.”” - ¥es, and well it moay if there be no one to help or succour it. If

every man’s hand is against it, and it eannot find a single champion, die it

must. The fire, however, is rekindled, the slumbering ashes are blown into
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life, and; the blaze will soon give. the good people of the North of Ireland
light enough. ta read their Bible without Trihitarian spectacles, --
-It. is. most fortunate-for the cause of trith and freedom, that, just at the
time this discussion was going on in the North of Ireland, so much atten-
tion should have been excited to the controversy in the metropolis. In the
dispute between the champions of the Churches of Rome and England, a
new, unexpected and unwelcome combatant has taken the field, Macguire,
the. Popish hero, had little difficulty in driving his antagonist Pope into a
corner, from which he found it vtterly impossi%le to escape. It required no
great penetration to foretell the issue of a contest between these sister
churches. If the elder knows her game, the younger is sure to be beaten.
But in Dr. Drummond, the Unitarian champion, the old lady has found an
adversary of a different sort. From his bright and well-tempered armonr
her darts fall powerless, and the thrusts which so deeply wound the Church
of England here fail to reach Atm. He who last defended Unitarianism in
Dublin [Emlyn] was imprisoned ay a felon. But those days, ye Ulster
Presbyterian inquisitors, are over! You may ¢ expose Dr. Drummond to
the eye of Government,” but there is no dungeon in store’ for  him. = The
ministers of a king who has graciously ordered John Milton’s defence of
Arianism to be translated and published for the benefit of his subjeets, aré
not very likely to incarcerate Arians, =~ N
- After reading the pranks of this conclave of reverends, T turned for re-
freshment to the writings of my favourite Robert Robinson, and I will finish
my letter by a quotation from one of his letters, addressed to a Dissenting
minister, in which he exhorts his brother Baptists to resist a yoke which
some creed-making brethren would have fastened on their necks., “ What,
dear Sir, can I say, except that I abher dpmnion over consciénce ? - I have
corfidence in our good brethren that they will resist such tyranny by either
refusing fund money, or by accepting it free from all conditions of believi'ng
this or that. Will you resign the noblest branch of liberty, liberty of con-
scienee, not to prefates and prinees,—they don’t ask you,—but to a few plain
men like yourselves, having no more learning, no more virtue, mo more
knowledge and piety, than yourselves, and no possible pretence for deprivin
you of this freedom, exc?t what the giving a few poor guineas a year affords ?
Sir, our ancestors resisted the tyranny of Rome in spite of all her pomp and
her power. We have trod in her steps and dissented from a wealthy Es-
tablished Church, because, like the papal hierarchy, she also oppressed us
with human creeds; and shall we suffer our own brethren to put a’yoke upon
our necks ? God forbid. Who elected and eommissioned these men to
make a creed for us ?  Are they apostles, and have they any extraordinary
call ? Blessed be God, the ages of fraud and eredulity are over, and, having
got possession of the oracles of God, we are now to judge for ourselves.
M every word were true, and our own faith, we would not subscribe tin.s
_creed,. -nor own the authority of these men to make one. But what if it
should be neither truth nor sense? . You must piofess to belteve. Wh‘:lt 2
Thé dectrine of Original Sin! Why there are twenty accounts of original
evil: which: do they mean? That of St. Augustine ? Or that of Soame
Jenyns ? Neither, but both! Of such practices a8 these, what will our
Boveretgn, the sole Lord of conscience, say when he comes?” |

A NONCONFORMIST. |
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- AFTER the examination of his flock was concluded, I was invited by.one
of the worthy mountaineers of Rioclaretto to accompany him to his cabin,
( house it could not be called,) where plain, but most abundant, fare was
provided for the pastor of Villa Secca. A baptism was here performed, and
as he constantly kept in view the instruction of that part of his flock whom
he was visiting, the pastor had no rest the whole day. At one time there
was a pause in the conversation, and he seemed to be deeply thinking.
‘¢ Thought travels far,” said he, “and I was then thinking of the infamous
conduct of Calvin towards Servetus,” which he went on to condemn in severe
terms, and with animated eloquence. - I remarked that the genuine spirit of
Christian  hiberty was” not more than partially understood by the Reformers,
who, while they declaimed against, the tyranny of the Church of Rome, were
themselves on Some occasions. p}jﬁfg,é@blgjwiﬂl; persecution against those who
differed from them.  Socinys, for example, was instrumental in the perse-
“gtion of Franéiscys Davidés, because he maintained that the Father was the
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- T’_'Valleys of San Martino and Peyrouse,’conali
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sote” object of 'a, Christian’s ‘worship,, while Soginus insisted that .Christ
olight “to be worshiped. _ * Socinys was evidently wrong every way,’” said
M. Rostaing, “ for every oni¢ bas a:Tight to, the free possession of. his gwn
opiion. . And,” ‘turning’ lo the . worthy mountaineers around the, fire,
“Begides, Jesus Chiist is the Ambassador of, God, and although,;as, such,, 1
SHE hit all respect, and oughi {0 receive bis commands 3 being dhgse of
Gofl, yetif 1'treat the Ambassador as if; he;were the King, [ am, wanting, in
iy ‘dity to the King himself.” * T was glad of this opportunity,of ascertain-
ihg that the libéral sentiments and modes of interpretation hearé {rom the
pastor of Villa Secca, were freely declared to his flock, and did not form
merely an.esoteric doctrine, to be divulged to those whosé occupition led
them to the critical study of the Scriptures. One of our little party was an
old soldier who had served under Napoleon, and he related to me with great
animation the agreeable discovery they had made of the existence of some of
their Vaudois brethren in Wurtemberg. While marching in that country,
they spent the night in the open air, and on awaking in the morning, he and
two others who were from the Valleys, were astonished to hear the peasants
coming about them'talking in their own dear native Vaudois patois. These
were descendants from the Vaudois of the adjacent Valley o? Pragela, ex-
tending from La Peyrousa up the river Clusone, to its source, and anciently
forming a part of the province of Dauphiny, though now belonging to, the
King of Sardinia. This Valley had from time immemorial heen occupied
by'the "Waudois, but on the revocation of the Edict, of, Nanfes in 1685, they
wef' diiyen from their homes, and finding an asylum in: Wurtemberg,:
haveggdontinued therg:a separate people to this day.-They built several Wil
ges, 0 W ich they gave Vaudpis names. = Gros Fiflgr,and Bubbiana Ma-
.(;.’,; prid' Jlinore, were amongst the number mentioped by sy, mformants
_1_t._;,é'reu arkable that these are the names of parishes on the gast - bank
. \%ﬁf‘mu%'?ne» from which the Vaudois have by subsequent ediets. of, the
I;)Q%gll‘ 'of"Savoy 'beery cxpelled ; so that the preservation of these names
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in-the heart of the kingdom of Wurtemberg is a standing memorial of the
Vaudois having: once possessed +the: corresponding “parvisties i ‘Piedmoit,
The.-Vaudeis of Wurtemberg not only: speak the Italian patois,  whieh consti-
tuted the native tongue of their Waldensian ancestors, but: preserved uritil
very lately the use of the French as the language of religion, a practice de-
rived from the same source. In the year 1820, however, the King of Wur-
temberg ordered these Waldensian colonists, (for why should: not the King
of Wurtemberg meddle a little with the affairs of conscience and.religion,
whiert all 'the other sovereigns of Europe meddle a great deal ?) ordered the
Waldensian colonists to preach in German! This someé of them had great
difficulty in doing,” and one of them, Daniel Mondon, of Gros Villar, a
ndtive Vaudois, brother of the pastor of San Giovanni, was obliged to resign
a situation in ‘which he had been much esteemed for many years, in conse-
quence of his not being able to comply with the terms of the Royal Edict
requiring him to preach in an’ ¢ unknown tongue.”” Not to return to this
subject, I will here miention that I was informed by Messrs, Bert and Mon-
don that the Vaudois of Wurtemberg are 'much reduced in number; they
still,- however, “have five flourishing parish éhurches, ‘and ‘two or three other
villages in which some of them are foutid.' ‘Théy amotnt in the whole to
sévéral thousand souls; but it is niot ktiowh “exactly how wany. Al their
éstablishments are near Durlach, betwéén "that "¢ity ard Stutgard, and at no
gieat distance from the eastérn bank 'of the Rhiie. Tt is the policy of the
giverriment ‘5 amalgamate théth s iél 4§ poséiblé with the German sub-
jéets of ‘the kingdom. - Daiiel Méndor'was sycceéded at Gros Villar by his
‘Hiephew of the same name. ' Jéan Pieré Géymonat is pastor of the parish
of New Hérgstéft.‘ "It was amongst his brethiren in "’;Wué'tembm'g; that, after
lie had 'securely re-established his eountrymien of the Valleys in their ancient
abotles,’ ii the year 1690, the aged colonel and pastor, Henry Arnaud, found
a‘tranigui'retreat, where he could be under no apprehension of being driven
fromi- hi§ abode by fire and sword. M. Bert furnished me with the following
epitaphi 6n 'the tomb of this singular hero, at the Church of Schénberg near
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strenuus,
'HENRICUS ARNAUD,
Sub hoc tumulo jacet.
oo Nescit labi virtus. ‘Ad utrumque paratus. -
G Cernis hic Arnoldi cineres: sed gesta, labores,
Infractumque animun, pingere nemo patest.
Millia in Allophilum Iessides militat unus ;
D Unus et Allophilum castra Ducemque quatit.
a ‘ ' Obiit 8 Sept. 1721. A. 80.

Q | . Translation.

H re lies the Pastor and the General of the Waldenses of Piedmont, the Reverend
and Biqvé ‘Hé'nr’y Arnaud. Heroic virtue can never be overthrown, Alike prepared
wid§ Ne'for either mode of conflict. Thou beholdest here the aghes of Arbyud : but
Nist%até",'"'};ﬁ& toils, his undauuted spirit, none can describé. ' The son of Jesse singly
x?ake \wacsageindt: the Hosts of the Philistines; singly he routs their camp, aond
§ ,

rﬁm;;fﬁwr dnte; the. heart of their Leader. - He died Sept: 8, 1721.  Aged 80.
- Po-vendriv-to -our ittle mountain party at Rioclaretto. The soldier spoke
highly in: praise of Napoleon’s liberality towards the Vaudois. I sad, 1
suppose he i8 regretted in the Valleys 2 - ¢ No,” sdid he, * he certainly
pm ug it sitwation evenr superior to that'of 'the Catholics, after all that
weihad suffered formerly ; but we do'hot*regréi*Ndpoléon‘; for the King of

wnibghopoue e .
j ‘ ‘Vﬁ}d?nﬁlﬁm,Pedemontanum Pastor, nec non militum prafectus, venerandus ac
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Sardinia is.eur. Jawful prince, and we know 1t is-our- duty to respect hom.’’.
This. trait! wag quite characteristic.of .the Vaudois, .. Of all the virtues whicl
render them dear to the heart of all: who:know them,. none/is more remark~
able, considering the circumstances in which they are placed, than their
maderation. Never do you hear from their lips a severereflection upon
those who wrong them, or any contemptuous expression. respecting  the,
grossest superstitions of their mistaken brethren. The pastors in speaking
of the Catholics call them ¢¢ our brethren of the other communion,” pro-
bably to avoid the use of the term Catholic, which cannot be conceded: them,
and that of Papist, which might give offence. R
. It was delightful to see on what affectionate terms M. Rostaing lives
amongst his warm-hearted flock, and I was sorry when the words, ¢ Adieu,
Monsieur le Pasteur ; le Bon Dieu vous accompagne !’ were returned with
‘¢ Adieu, Ancien ! Adieu, Diacre!” Adieu, Elder! Adieu, Deacon! (for titles
of honour are always carefully observed even amidst the eternal snows of the
Alps,) and all sought their respective habitations. I returned, in company
with the pastor alone, to the inn at Clos, and our conversation was pro-
longed. I did not lead to it, but the conversation returned to the subject of
the person of Christ. He observed,. that our sentiments accorded upon the
most essential points; and, encouraged by the frankness of his manner, T took
the liberty of asking him, whether he thought it possitble that two beings o
persons should, in the same sense of the term, be God ; as it appeared to
me that the strongest arghment for the exclusive Deity of the Father was de~
rivable from the nature and definition of Deity. ¢ Why,” replied: he,
““ what would be the consequence ? - Would it pot be, that there would be
no God at all? Either their opposing altributes and different wills must
nullify one another, so that we should have no Governor of Nature; or, if
their'wills and attributes were the same, and consequently coalesged, the:
would belong appropriately to neither, and neither of them would be God{
I:am clear of this. . But,’”” added he,. <1 have always found a difficulty in
mterpreting the béginning of John’s Gospel.””. I remarked, that the Word
beimg'said to be with God, shewed that at least when he was said to be God,
it was not intended that he was so in the same sense in which the Deity him-
self is so : and that when it was said ¢ that all things were made,” or done,
““ by him,”’ the subject of John’s Gospel being the Christian dispensation, and
not the creation of the world, it was natural to interpret it of the former and
not of the latter.”” ‘I am not clear,”” rejoined M. Rostaing, ¢ respecting
the meaning of the whole passage, but so far 1 think 1s certain : he who is
with God, cannot be God himself, properly speaking; for if I have a person
with me, and I send him away, ¢ me voila bwen tot seul,” 1 am immediately
left- alone. The person who goes away and executes commands must
surely be distinct from, and inferior to, him who remains and by whom the
command was issued. And why is Christ even said to be with Gad atall,
but because he dernves honour from being near the Deity ?  Even when the
kingdom of the Messiah is spoken of, it 1s ag subordipate to the Fathey that
he 18 represented as reigning. For David says, ¢ The Lord said unto my
Lord, Si¢ thow-at my right hand, wntil I make thine enemies thy footstool,’
Psalin ex. 1. - The monarch who places a person at his right hand, con+
fers, wndeed, the highest honour, but at the same time he makes known. his
own superiority, and that he is the source from which. honour progeeds.
It i3 true, om the other hamd," contimued M. Bostaing, “ that eur Saviour
saydy [5.L atid vy Father are one.’ . But is not the ambassador ane with his
prinee; ‘ if hefarthfully executes his clesigns ; and is not to comply with the
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demandg of ‘the: ambassador, to abey the ‘king himself:?: ~This is evidently
t he theaning, for our Saviour'sdys, ' ifr another place, ' “Of ‘myself I:can do
nothing,” and ¢ My Father ‘is greater than I I here observed. to M,
Rostaing that T was quite astonished to hear him express these sentiments, as
I had thought the Vaudois all believed in the Supreme Deity of Christ, and
that the rehgious books of instruction which they used contained this doc-
trines He rephed, ¢ These questions are not agitated amongst us. ¢ NMous
taisons,” we forbear from discussing the coequality of Christ with the Father,
Qriginal Sin, Predestination,” &c. ¢ What! just as they do at Geneva "
replied I. ¢ Yes.”” <¢ But you have no regulation to that effect ?’ ¢ No,’
‘“ Does the Synod, then,” Iasked, ¢ not interfere in any way in matters of
faith, nor require the pastors to preach in any other manner than they may
judge agreeable to the gospel ?> ¢ There is no interference at any time,
on any matter of faith, either with the people or the pastors. Our creed is,
as you must have observed, that of the apostles, But we require no oath to
be taken to it. Our pastors come to us already ordained at their respective
colleges, and they have only to present certificates of this erdination, in
order to receive cures as vacancies occur.” ‘¢ But surely,”” Isaid, ¢ a great
change in sentiments must have taken place ameng you within a few years 2"
¢ No,” he rephied, ¢ no change of doctrine has ever taken place. The
doctrines of our church at this day are those our ancestors received from the
companions of the apostles.”” < Do they not-then, in some sense, regard
Jesus Christ to be God himself ?* 1 inquired. ¢ The Waldenses,” he re-
plied, ¢ have ever considered charity, -and not the belief of a particular set
of doctrines, to be Christianity. They obey Christ and they worship God.
But with respect to mysterious dogmas, no one: interferes with the faith of
our people. They go no further, however, than the pastors go in their cale~
chetical instructions, such as you have heard this morning. - We use Osters
vald’s Cateehism, which comes to us from Switzerland. We cannot print
any- thing for ourselves. This Catechism says of Christ that he was:God and
fnan. This the pastor explains, de maniére de ne pas s'écarter de: ' ortha-
doxie, in such a way as not to depart from orthodoxy. But that Christ
should- be ‘equal to the Father never entered the head of 2 single Vaudois,
»' entrait jamazs dans la téte d’ aucun Vaudoss,” pointing with ns fore-finger
to his own head with strong gesticulation. < But they all believe that he was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and that the Holy Spint descended upon hi

at his baptism.” |

- I'made particular inquiries of M. Rostaing respecting. the nature of his
own office, and the constitution of the Waldensian Church. As some parts
of -this constitution display considerable ingenuity in providing against the
inroads of spiritual usurpation, and at the same time securing -to the pastors
a ‘reasonable degree of respect and influence, (and as, 1 beheve, no account
of it has yet been laid before the public in England,) I will now give the
result of my inquiries. This church resembles the Kirk of Scotland, in
having a general assembly for managing the affairs of the whole church, and
a particular one for each separate church. 'The church consists of all the
individuals who, being sixteen years of age or upwards, have received the
Lord’s Supper. The young people are instructed by the pastor previously to
their admission, but no confession of faith is required of them, nor 13 any
s gxperience’ given in. Fach parish is divided ‘into a considerable num-
ber of sectiohs or quarters, for each of which. quarters:the whole body of the
chutich choosé an elder, and either one or more deacons. .In the parish. of
La Tour there are ten elders, in that of Angrogna twelve.. Fhe elders and
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deaponts, swith thevpastorifor therr presi@ént p{witlblonlya chpting! vote in ease
of - equibshurbbers;)constitute! therpomsidtodyd by whowm all:the affairswof ithe
church -are-managed. i'The people, iowever,ide! not-ertirely give "up-the
controul of their own affairs when they: have once chosen their ¢onsistory;
for: in cases of great importance; (whether:exactly. specified or not I domot
know,) the whole congregation of communicants'aré required to be consulted.
With this general body rests the .appointment of one elder and one lay
representative to the Synod, to which there is an appeal from all the paro-
chial: consistories. © The Synod meets once in two years, and.at" each meet-
ing- chooses a president, called moderator, a deputy moderator, and:a seere-
. tary, all of whom must be ministers, and two laymen : -these :five' form ‘the
committee or ¢ table”” by whom the business of the Synod’ is:prepared, and
who are required to see that the orders of the Synod are carried into-effect
while that body is not sitting. . The table has no further power or discre-
tionary authority. Whatever -they doiis-subject to the decision of the next
Synod, on the assembling-efiwhich-€leir: funetions ‘expire. I: inquired-of
almost all the pastors, whetherithe (Synod-had awy jurisdiction whateverin
relation to matters of fatth)and wasinmformly answered in'the negative.: vIn
former periods;: when:it:wag: jutdged necessary:to:draw up any general deéla~
rations of religious “tenets{thiswds doné in.am assembly of all the heads of
famihes-—a constitution spmeswhat neove democratic than that of the Church
of England ! . ‘Even sintheiSynod itself,-anmy Vaudois' present, who wishes'to
deliver his sentiments, may obtain permission to.do so from the table. - The
moderator ' and: deputy. moderator are’ required-to: be chosen. from different
Valleys, San-Martino and Peyrousél being:classed together; and the office of
each . is ‘precisely  the same, without any - superiority ‘being given to the
g;odevator. They - visit each church. previously: to the assembling of the.
synod, for the purpose of inquiring.into: the manner in whichbothi. pastor
and: people have done their duty during the last two years. .The whiole body
of communicants are required 1o state whether: they .are satisfied or not with
the services of their. pastor, for which purpose he retires. - He 1s then called
in by the moderator and freely informed of the result; whether favourable: or
otherwise;~ The:moderator then retires with -the pastor, and making' similar.
mguipies-of, :bim»respécting his satisfaction with his flock; ;acquaints: thefw:
wath, thé, result, adding s advice and exhortations. Shounld:any Heimous:
?ﬁﬂn@ or scandal be discovered, the table has the power of suspending the
unctions of a pastor, or the privileges of a communicant, until'the next meetw
ing of the Synod. One circumstance respecting: the moderators, strikingly:
shews the jealous eye with which the Waldenses ieep watch' aver the growth; -
of ecclesiastical power. Neither of the two has any jurisdiction-or authorityiin
the Valley in which he resides. M. Bert, the moderator, for example; visits
only the churches in the Valleys of San Martino and La -Peyrousa; while M.
Rostatng, the depuly moderator,: visits those of the Valley of  Lucerna.
Whether the moderators have any power of suspending . pastors or menibers
wathout the intervention of the ¢ table,” I could not distinctly. learn; having
received opposite accounts on this subject. But each moderator.is certainly.
subject to the adwicé and censure of the other, no, less, than. his; hrother
pastors; ., It will be -judged from: this account what . there is in- the offige.of ,
mogerator. corresponding to that of an archbishop in the Chiurch of England.)

Jppring my stay in the Valley of San Martino, I went to see.a sespegtable
oké‘,mgn of: minety-eight years of age,” who. still preserved: his:facnltiess.
instances of. extreme longevity being comparatively frequent: in: the Valleys.
His fathér” was one of | fepry Arnaud’s brave companjons. For the first

4
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time in his lifies (1 wagibold{} whe 10 man wat rather:poorly : that .day,cdo
that Tomadéithe intjuimesi¥: withadof his)grandson. - I inguiredwhdtheroaty
hdinous :erime had:-even: been lmown! to\be comtitted-byanative ofthit
Vaalley. . The answer was; 1% Noy /nevbr ;-the only! thing of-theikind:ever
heard .of was the: murder of his wife :by'a madman some time ago, who had
firsti, repeatedly: attempted his own- life.””- In  reply to my inquiry swhethes
the Vaudois believed Jesus Christ to be God, I was told, ¢ Yes; they:belevéd
him:to.be God and Man.”” While in this Valley, I made inquiries respeets
ing..a .distinguished Vaudois minister, who was born here and educateéd:
under his uncle, the pastor of : Pomeretto. 1 refer to M. Guide Brez,; author
of a History of the Vaudois, in the French language, which appeared-in: the
year 1794, . I did not see this work until I had been several weeks in the
country, and was gratified by finding that the views which, from my first
coming, I had taken of the religious character and sentiments of the Wals-
denses were completely confirmed: by this native historian. - M. Brez left the
Valleys young, and was minister: at Utrecht, where he died -in: 1797. - His:
work only extends to the year 1665, the death of .the .author: preventing -its
completion.. It is a proof of the -estimation in'which this wotk:is ‘held that -
Professor Mounier, of Rotterdam; alsoa Vaudois; has:annbuneed: his intens .
tion. of continuing it to the present day.:: The autlorsiof the French: ¢ Bijox
graphie Universelle,” who, being Catholics;.are very sparing:in thetr coms
mendation of . Protestants when: they write against.the::Church of Rome;t as"
M. Brez does, say of the author;: that;: ““eduncated in:the rehgion of the Vaal
dois, he writes with warmth, method. and: cleatness.”?: . Biog.::Universélle;
Vol. VIIL., Brez. - (G.) . It is-entitled, ¢ Histoire des Vaudois; ou'des Habid
tans des Vallées Occidentales du Prémont, qui ont :conservé le Christimiéie’
dans toute sa pureté et i travers plus de:trente Persécutions, depuis les piemiéps:
sideles de son.existence jusqu’.d nos-joursygans ‘avoir: participé "8 alieene:.
réforme.”. : Without date, printer, or author’s name. - But the'lstter et pe
fiom the writer:in speaking of one of the martyrs, ¢ Gutde Byey;i]
name as the author.”> Preface, p. 14, dated Utretcht, 1784 '"Asthig %ok
13- exceedingly scarce, and is pro]l)Jably almost unknown it Englundj{Y ¢Haty
give a few extracts from it in the original French." If it be. allowéd'ith’
afford a correct picture of the temper and spirit of the fellow-countrymeriof
the author;. it will be seen, that, to take no higher ground, one of the most -
ancient.churches in Christendom is at the Eresent day one of the most liberal .
and rational. - Preface, p. xxxiv., the author, having laid down' the funda-:
mental  principles of natural and Christian liberty, proceeds: ¢ Cés: trois'
principes posés, je dis 'qu’il n’ est aucun homme, aucun corps, aucune ‘assea’
blée, aucune autorité quelconque sur la terre, qui ait le droit de :s’ingéret.
dans la croyance de quelque homme que se soit, de lui prescrire des articles'
de foi, ou de lui demander compte de ceux qu’il a adoptés.” At'p. xkkvii.
he observes, ¢ L’évangile est la seule régle immuable de la foi, et P"Eitre'
Supréme a laissé 4 chaque homme le soin de I’ expliquer suivant le dégréde :
ses lumiéres, parceqie son but n’est pas tant de nous proposer telles ‘et-teltes’
vérités:d croire, comme plusieurs personnes se I'immaginent, que -de’ nous'
rendre tous plus humains, plus doux, plus modestes, plus vertueux, en'un'mot,-
et.par 13 méme, plus.heureux. Tels onf été de tout tems les‘g'inci;_xe@der
Chrétiens de nos Vallées ; tels ils sont encore aujourd’hui. L’ Evangie ¢st'
leur juge unique immuable. Ils ne tiennent aucun compte-de tous cés éph_a—
faudages d’opinions que tant de sectes ont élevée autour de lut. Jdmﬁ‘?s
aueun:d’ ente’ -eux. ne prétendit preserire A ses' fréres sa"croyance,~'cdik;‘riﬁ‘e;
‘ : X . (! S WA RS S . KR T B o b
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une régle de foi. Les mots d’Aérésie et d’orthodoxie, ce dernier surtout,
leur sont presque inconnus. Ils. ne savent -pas. niicux ce que n’est qu’un
dogme, car ils n’ont janiais ti‘dﬁ\"réyg‘}é ‘11?1?6% (ﬁnémfés l‘%?x‘éé sacrés, et leur prem-
iére régle est de s’y tenir religiéuseihent, mutant pour les choses que pour
les mots. On 1’ entendit jamais parler parmi eux de disputes de religion, et
1ls sont scandalisés lors qu’on leur dit qu’il y a des soi-disant Chrétiens,
qui au lien de s>appliquer & bien faire perdent leur tems & disputer sur ce
sgjet. Le Synode qu’ils assémblent tous les deux ans n’a d’ autre destination
que de maintenir 1’ordre parmi les églises. Il ne s’ingére point dans les
affaires de la foi, parceque chaque Faudois est en cela son propre juge, et
qu’ 3l »’en reconnoilroit jamais d’ autre au desstis de lut que I’ évangile.”” ‘In’
an appendix the author cites all the passages in which ¢ the fundamentals of
Christianity are laid down,” and subjoins ¢ Tous ces passages se rapportent 3
celui-ci : La vie éternelle est de ne reconnottre pour le seul vrai Dieu que toi,
et Jésus Christ que tu as envoyé,: Ce qui veut dire, que les seuls articles
dont la croyance est -nécessaire” pour ‘obtenir: la vie éternelle’sont’ eeux que
I'ecrivain sacré désigne’ dans' ces’ paroles: C?est le vrai fondement de la
religion Chrétiennie. - Les autres verités secondaires sont Jaissées a -1 explica~
tion particuliére de chacun“de‘ses diseiples.”” - Dispersed throughout the
work, are some smart reflections on the riarrow and illiberal spirit manifested
by the. reformed churches; Part'IL p.-31, in particular, he says of 'them,
““ en lisant la confession de foi de chacui d'elles, on diroit en effet qu’ellés
ont autant de religions differentes.” Si tous les Chrétiens comme les Vaudors
n’avotent cherché que dans 1 Evangile ¢¢ qu’il est nécessaire de crotre pour:
étre un vrai disciple de Jésus, on'ne connoitroit plus ces querelies indécentes
qui ont si souvent euliew entr’ eux.”” He' intiinates, however, that the chat
raeter of thé ancient Vaudois-became degenerated under the influence of the:
Swiss reformers, at whose instanee, (and contrary to the judgment of some of
the most. respectable of the Barbes,) they drew up new creeds ‘“deciding
upon points which the Saviour himself had left undecided.” Part IT. pp. 44,
45, et passim: - - T
It must be owned, the reader of Leger’s ¢ Histoire des Vaudois;” 1669; wilt
derive from the perusal of it a very different impression respecting: the modés
of thinking among them from that which M. Brez's and M. Réstaing’s
accounts convey. It should be remembered, however, that Legér ‘wrote with;
a view of conciliating, in behalf of his suffering fellow-countrymen; the syl
pathy and support of the Calvinists of Switzérland, Holland, and Eng¥and(
The faet, I am inclined to think, is this: the ancient Waldenses wére Chrigs
tians-according to the symbol of the apostles alone, which, it is on'all ‘haiids
owned, has'been 1n all ages their creed. Of this, however, they subsdequeritly
gave orthodox commentaries and interpretations, (e. g. * lo credo un Dio
Paire. Qual Dio'e una Trineda.”” Vide Leger,) and added to it other con-
tradictory creeds. The small but inestimable pearl of primitive Christian
truth thus hecame incrusted with a shell, perhaps necessary to its preservation
at a period when it would have been trampled on and lost. The shell i'now,
however, worn so thin, that the treasure it disfigures and partly conceals cén,
with attentive observation, be clearly seen to shine through ! |
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HINTS TO UNITARIAN MINISTERS. =
To the Editor.
SIR, . .

I have been much pleased by many of the remarks of your correspondent
D. Z., contained in ** Hints to Unitarians,”’ in your number for September,
and shall be glad to be allowed to make a few observations which they have
suggested. It has long appeared to me, that one of the principal causes
of the slow progress of Unitarianism is a failing which our ministers, as a
body, though with many individual exceptions, possess. Unitarian minis-
ters are generally excellent classieal scholars, good mathematicians; and ele~
gant composers ; but they are ignorant of the world, and do not seem to be:
aware of the power of an appeal to the feelings and the heart : they know
well how to state the arguments for their own belief in the strongest and
most unanswerable manner; they can reply to-all the objections to our
peculiar opinions which are to be found in books; but.all that they say bears
strong marks of being produced only by reading and study; nothing seems
to come from the heart ;. and though some of their hearers may be satisfied
by having their reason convinced, yet the many will require to have their
hearts warmed, and their feelings touched ; and unless this be done, our chapels
will still be unfilled, apd our cause upprosperous. QOuyr ministers do well to
convince the understanding—the. power of doing so we think the great
peculiarity of the Unitarian faith ; but.they must also by their gwp earnestness
carry conviction to the minds of their hearers, that they really and truly feel
that they are at the moment uttering divine and important truths, which are
to be found in the Scriptures, and which it is net only the duty, but the.
highest interest, of each individual of their auditors to feel likewise, and to’
make this feeling an incentive to every good action, and to virtuous and up-:
right conduct. Every man mixing in sociely must have frequently observed
by what different trains of reasoning men arrive at the same conclusion—
that, which is sufficient to convince one, is quite unsatisfactory to another ;
* athird requires still more; and a fourth is still sceptical when the other three
are satisfied by the amount of evidence produced. Here, then,.is the usg, the
power, and the advantage, of an appeal to the feelings. He who would
dispute for ever on the meaning of a word, or the reading of a doubtful
passage, may be carried away and convinced by the evident strength of
feeling, and ardour, and conviction of the preacher. -Let our young men
lagk.around them and reflect on the cause of the popularity, and the large
congregations which attend some of our ministers, and they will find that
even the powers of reasoning, the strength of the arguments, and the classical
correctness, of a Fox, an Aspland, or a Madge, would be insufficient,
without the energy, the animation, the entirely giving themselves up to, and,
as it were, forming part of their subject, the apparent interest 1n their hearers,
the .affectionateness of the manner, of each of these highly-talented men.
They will find the popularity of any preacher invariably to arise from the
same cause, that they endeavour to interest the heart, instead of exclusively
addressing the understanding. ‘A cold address, in the pedantic style, we may
suppose suitable to a philosopher of old, whose only subjects were dry spe-
culations and suppositions; but how unlike the feeling, the warmth, the
tenderness of our Saviour, or the energy, boldness, and eloquence of Paul !
I think the bookishness and occasional sentimentality of our young minms-
ters may arise in a great measure from the small numbers of which our
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colleges and seminaries for the education of the ministry consist, and from
the circumstance of all who are there being of one way of thmkmg ; hence
they meet with no difference of opinions or character; none of that variety
which in large universities tepds so much to give a knowledge of human
nature, and to wear off that conceit and high idea of . their own attainments
which: are 5o ‘apt to fill the minds of young men‘of studious habits, -who are
educated in retirement, and who conie from the study to the pulpit while
they are scarcely more than boys.  The consequenee of young men being
placed in the pulpit before they have seen any thing of the'world, too often
15, that if they succeed at first they imagine themselves perfect, "and -think
there is no occasion for further trouble or exertion; and if unsuccessful, their
spirits are damped, and rendered unfit for the continued efforts essential to
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e NeHEN: Ghivistiansi persuade, themsehtes t.hat hecause: sin. against.an Infinige
ﬁemgﬂnguﬁtj be infinite; and infinite. sin must«requlre an-infinite: sausﬁmﬁtm

therefore; sin sagainss: God must, require an, infinite satisfaction,—do: theyi not
Gheat their own, undersmndmgs with: words mstead of arguments I

s, Thie masemngmns»thus .o R S T

S;nea;gamstan Inﬁmte Bemg 15 mﬁmte sin.. . . N TV ‘A,;
" l«nﬁx_ute sin, requires infinite satisfaction. : :

..+ Thepefore,.sin, (against; God, ‘who is. an Infinite Bemg,) requu'es mﬁmte
satlsfactlon. ISty

Here; the medium of comparison, upon which the whole argument
hinges, is infinite sin. Now, let any person reflect, and try to state to
himself, what he means by infinite & what idea he attaches to these
words ; or whether he attaches any dlStlDCt idea at all. Unless this idea is
different, on the one hand, from. spn g jte Being, and from
S}n that requires infinite satis dction brit thei' @3 value as @ medium
of proof is nothing.  And the argument. ] o, the statement,
that sin against an Infinite Bﬁmrgqp;g%a% )md enon in which,
where is the force of conclusion ?W e, 05&

Again : if * infinite sin® me tban which no

sin can be greater. Whence, if a sms a mst ab I 1i“xmte §emg be infinite,
it follows that all sins must be e ually{gneat,nmnm ifone were greater than
another, that other could not be infites | Fhigdseacetmoldsion in which a
certain sect of Heathen phﬂpg@phm called Staies, havehad:the honour of
grecedmg us by many centuries. _If.it, be:gid: that iti#sine‘as regards God,
but not so as regards men, there the requlsmon of mﬁmte satlsfactlon 18
unjust as regards men.
_ Further ; if infinite sin be sin than Whl(’!h none can’ be .greater, then
infinite satisfaction’ thust be’ punishiment than whichi nohé ‘can be greater,
and such must be infinite in duration ; since; “howevet great the sufferings
endured for a few hours, the pumshment must be greater were thesel same
sufferings endured for as many centuries. Whence; it is.obvious, that infirite
_]pumsbment cannot have been endured in lxmxted duratlon, nor mﬁmte satis-
fagtion made in a finite time. S

Let it be calmly considered whether the sin commxtted by ﬁmte man against
an Infigite Deity must not take its character from the -former: rather than
the latter, - Who is the subject of sin? To whom must the sin be referred ?
Surely not to God. Is the great God infinitely offended; atievery folly of
pemsgable mortals 2 Can we dare to pronounce him affected by the sins of
mortals? Yet, if not, how can that sin partake. of the mﬁmt,y that dwells
with him alone? If the sin which man commits be' the sin-of man, is it not
absurd to suppose that the act of a finite being can be infinite? When we
sin, we say tEat we have sinned against God; but what does: this imply ?—that
we In sinning have despised or neglected the authority’ of* God, have sullied
pxs image in our minds. But though the Great, Onginal be infinite, is the

.of Him in our hounded mmds infinite ? . -'Th ngh men,shiould rave in.
ir scorn of God, how is the Eternal affected thereby 2 Or how does He
dagmfy madness with the character of mﬁmt 2 .

If a dog should slay a monarch, would anbther mdnarch be’ sought to meet
ﬂ\a ‘ ‘ s of justice? If a w%rm de8plse the Almighty, must another
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. SR TN NI R ST
) Alxm ghty be sacrificed to make satisfaction ? We speak not in ndlcule, but
%‘Ps %{Qﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂ%hmqmm iﬂlﬁbw £ fOBOTG9T 10 Onfol wiivonty
sak9gonciudes Jfithere: be ﬂnyeé'm'enim alk;supposed: ty lie hid s die
;argumem which we have. examined, beholdt thus: > egiilyreversedi - “Afusin
against an Infinite Being be infinite, satisfaction: oﬁ‘ered,sm(mn Jnﬁmw Beng

,must A{by.& parity-of reasoning) be also: mﬁmte‘ s emapaonls wingel v
. 'The argument therefore runs. thus : ‘ Pt R RO RS
‘Satisfaction to an Infinite Being atones for mﬁmte Bl e ol YW

- Sin against an Infinite Being is infinite sin. Consequenﬁy sat!sfaeuon to
an Infinite Being atones for sin against an Infinite Bei U e
As, therefore, the sin was the sin of many so lett satisfaction be:the
punishment of man, which alone reason demands and justice accepts, made
‘infinite by bemg committed agamst an Inﬁmte Bemg ' M
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SRR mmn.qmwowa SECON B 'Eﬁom'!r“sﬁf SRR
o SIRy G 5 oreban Jbotd LBl enwe hrer¥l agt e sl sl
' AuTHOUGH]tho,temarss whichehavg alfendy been subshittéd-torthe seders
of  the RGPOQWX*@JMLWP }irichiyour soorrespondents; ineeply ito Mt
Elton’s ungenerons. attne s.mb'xﬁﬁltamnmimeg uidly ‘b thought:toshave: Hken
sufficient, endimare thanisuffisient; inceasplect to:thie fnportance bft thedeed-
sion, I, notwithstanding, slaim syour: indulgence in- fulfilling:is y*éxpi‘esséﬂ
intention: of adding something 49owhati d-haveshefore said- on-this subject.::-

"The aushor.appents 1o me bo bazgmhyboﬂmﬁﬁnt of :candoarin mﬁ%réﬁrd«-
qenung,,by implisatibng the Pinioosidforerys muay Dnitavidns in reference o
the opening paragraph of John’s Gospel. It i his. miethod-in -thisp:ee in

‘other points-of the:controversy,. té thke up:foranimadvérsion thosk viriéties
only. of Unitarian opinion which may be most successfullytunvtows, leaviify
bis.readeritaa et infevence: that-suchr dre the tentimentrof the whplébody .
If. some distinguishied Unitariax: hds :publioly defended s biystonni ot vvier
and. juster; grounds; instead .of allawing:us the fair udvaritagedf Wisnkeral
txve,. lve absuysily. affects to-detach this champion altogether from: gupdasse s
s&hé wepa!ngtan: reality a Unitarian-at all.  Although we are sceixtonie@it
witness.this, controversial stratagem played off upon us frequenly Gn@ég*fﬁh
the case, of 'various great men, who though avowedly: content fopithe
emential point of  Unitarianism, the doctrine of One God the if'm +dids ot
certainly . embrace some other. views common  amongri'ius - tonc -tk
pexeon, of (Chist, -k must confess I was a: Tittle surprised: to find: theRae
RN ﬂp ligd o thé illustrious Lardner, the: gxehmracle,mf Aty individudl
be,80y of ¢lern Unitarianism, one of whose latest publidationt, hilo B
aithg Eogo sy Wwhg written expressly in refotation of &e«dwﬁlﬁe of 'ChR IR
memtem ;0ry. in:.other .words, 1n maiwterance of; that - of! his | erese werél
pmpﬁmhumamty; : Yet Lardner, the authior would irsinauty; iy tafustly
claimed,, waUmﬁamua' 'But the fact ‘is, that Mr.- Eltonyiono teés pregdit
dogamion,, appeam. to be willmgly . ignorant of what: Bmmnﬁmrhemy%’
Tosseard of trapding it:as’consisting in 2 certain view of shuinatdre'ofGod yid
the personof Christy he phises in o fow pagu frobo:all: cormiderinion ofithiede
peints tpevigning:a mdleny heterogentous: opiniuhs, whiicya Uit
may ox Wﬂx,n . enfertais, and alland-enchiot: wineh: may: bowd havelbeen
entertained by Trinitarians likewise. 1Is thisa worthy br sationld/mRfiet of
dlmlnmxm gnmplqmmmamb thin a0 jistor <l tabfex eﬂMent!ﬁ)r
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rocuring topics of reproach againkt:u ntmepous’drd” GHSRhARG: Al of
-deck which-confessedly- datés froin-hif but:therapostolic abe hishrghdEHA%n
untenable | ek positidm-of!.the. proem -of Johin's' Gdspél ¥/ R#d WHaL §Pa
minister lately deceased, as Mr. Cappe, of York, by espousirig/that‘thodé bf
exposition, has given it a considerable extension'among Unitaridha'bf our
own day ?  S8till not all; nor do.I believe half of us, approve ?bf’-it"';“‘-éﬁ@ the
authon:must: have -known. that his own strictures on it, whiclt gppear'to me
very just and foreible, are scarcely more decided and severe than t’hdse‘i} has
recetved: from writérs among ourselves. Let him charge the Soctnias opi-
nion on those who-maintain it but I am justified by history in "say"ing,’ ‘that
the true and ancient Unitarian opinion, :and that which has had " the ikt
sotind and learned advocates on its side, is the one for which the author
finds it inconvenient to give us credit; one, indeed, which he would find
himself rather at a loes in oppesing; since he appears still to entertain it
himself. It is simply that which regards the Logos or Word, as conceived by
the writer of John's:Guspely ta be it otlieyobetig. ‘tharr@od himself, as he
expressly says, that < the Word was God,;” God, under a particuldf-aspect
o, character;: God; ‘in a)pantioulds powed jod vesdrgy in WHICH DE e first
. miade the world; and dm:- ﬁm-:mw@zalﬁﬁﬁnﬁmi(&vxwlﬁ‘mﬁn af ‘most
intimate junion: with the Christidesesv:i Kdrderlospresses Wiraself “of this
point.as follows: .+ All thesei textysoer wwomeBuffivishi o s@athfy o ¥had by
the Ward,; which:Sti: John saysplehaiin:ohe begdnniag) uibel iy ioilh «God,
and, wgsifRod, he does not-indaw a bbiieg weparme foom=Chod) and. 1iffeioi to
him, but God: himself, ox;theswisdossand! power of Godiévew! the Falher,
‘whe.alone:is God; nor: i8 theme: apryotherd: i ‘Fhus’ Lardriey; dud ’thu‘?s;iifi%y
. apinion; ik wby Xaiwilys copucires. 11 Llsqron) 2ol e g quinno sl
i 1Qur-objeet imwriting must ndt:be toldefendvarpartyybut € inadiitur erully;
and;if an.alversayy adlnrguzm‘..mhblgapﬁymxlmm?@ chieholdividugls
| ' : oh:individuals So'step foiward

of.. thati phpty;Dxnnet - subseribes ! it betomes:sh ividtaly $o/# :
:gmz e éﬂmmsélvesmt(le@tfrom the ,ﬁhée&‘:imf‘)\ﬁmibﬁj;;ziﬂethigxig)ﬁe%
loetedt oibe doney the whole paity-is fikely to be judwed; in-publie d_iél, ,
from sthe;proceadings. of  those : witra partisans' who generally ‘otitstiip the
Pz moderate; net. more ifi the extravagance of their opinions thanin:their
2eakoin, protlaiming: them., When the essential cha‘ractexj iof :aj,-'déetﬁﬂé‘ ",'33
Rhgative,his precantion becomes the more necessary.: Unitarianism' €onéists
H %d&gﬂﬁqﬁinmhe‘, doctrine of the Trinity, as uoscripturdl and ‘absurd. - But
the meinwho:disbelieves this doctrine may happen at' the: sames tinme: to ‘dis-
hﬂéﬁ%dm&i\w otheérs which really belong to the Ohrl‘stxax.t";vemy;t-’o#;iéﬂkh
Kwnnson, he. tay, perchance, be one of those who, wliileé ithey" stilléafl
thavoselyes Christians, make no scruple of rejecting large ‘portions ‘orOévéh
almortithe whiole, of the Scriptures. Now, it suits well the:purpose of a’éoit
trovessialist’ to. confound together, under the rname'oﬁxl{mmﬁgm; Vgl thege
pormns of scanty faith, down. almost to the ‘naked De;st;f‘rwth* !hésé{"!bt
whem alope,that -naine is truly responsible, those, mamelyy o' MM::
pogily:the doctsine of one God thef-Fatkevi', and vszgu gohmras yzfmqﬂﬁgmm
rily Bonneeted, with: it, and. that as: being the truthoof' - Soriptures: TThE-Hoi
g'ffém weishd pigpest i different mode of procgeding’si butthe W*Mfgmxtﬁf
alas 411100 seldoin presides in.this avewa.’ 'Fhe: hian, . howsver; who Bl
cpnvichar m?l;mu efmwi?m oﬁthia:‘imishs, h};?ummmmg:g;{tmﬁtgﬁiﬁ
elaipng suf) zMRmO" ua-dltancesa: 1 .} o rp s AE AR ‘-’i MRS
ST l}iggﬁl@w ghvhs;a; fhir spacimen af hist costrovemiptrpbliey Whariie/Sayy
it down as one of the four cardinal maa;ims by which Unitarians dispose of
3 H
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Christian ddctrines, ““that the writings most opposed to. Unitatjan simplicity
are either spiirious, or. probably so, or that it-would be' better ‘if they were
so.”” He seems to be indisposed or unable to admit the possibility of honest
error among Unitartians ; all that they do he attributes to: craft and perverse-
ness. Respectirig_the good which he might find he is willingly -silent ;" the
evil which, by prying among the rubbish, he can dete¢t, he eagerly hduls out
to light, spreads abroad in full view, and makes it occupy all his picture. - No
sincere. and genuine Unitarian can stoop to a single turn of that base ‘art
described in the above passage : he admits no thought of ‘representing any
passage as spurious unless there be found in his opinion conclusive erdtical_
reasons for considering it so. ~ It is an undeniable fact, that several texts of
the. New Testament, which the orthodox have been wont to place in the
front of their array, are discredited by their non-appearance in our oldest
and best authorities. The most eminent Trinitarian critics have taken the
lead in their rejection. - What then? Are Unitarians to be tauynted with mal-
praétices because they set aside passages thus, in a critical point of view,
untenable, and loaded, in their judgment, with additional suspicion from
their advancing doctrings foreign {o the. acknowledged Seriptures? ' I say,
with our’ ng‘ﬂi%gli@ﬁ; reptio, Homs. sou que mal_y pense; but.for my own
part T hold jt & duty 1o less sacred to m? the Seripture of what is spyrious,
than to. rejain what 18 genuine. - The closing words:of Revelation denounce

' rgs of. propbecy,. 2 curse as heavy as they do o

onhim that adds to 1Hie words of. prophecy, ‘but little fror
bim, that. takes' from them ; anid he,that dds 1p,them, differs but little from

I0NS :

him who is ever seeking ‘to smother and_hush up.the inquiry which would
BET e ey g R AR R -
expose and discredit'such as have been added. . - . - . . -
2y, Advaneing’ in this work, and endeavouring to follow the.train of the:
reasoning, 1t seems to me next to impossible not .to become, involved, more.
or;less, 1n those Calvi_mstlc ‘mists and darkness which, descendin%i from the
gloomy regions; to which the author has approached, appsar to have com-,
plétg;ly‘ﬁjsur;oq;xded him, and left only such a glimmering of daylight. ag forbids.
all coqim*ebéxisive and distant views. The preyailing impression, however,
15 that we can never be too thankful if we have been preserved. from; tba,t
peculiar Jeaven of religious sentiment which is working far-and. wide, .and
which, by surrendering ‘manly thought to superstitious terror, appears, so 10
debilitate the mind, as to render it incapable of believing in the gaodness “Qf.
God.. One would have thought that a Unitarian might carry his views of sin
and. of redemption far enough for every good purpose. ' I suppose that there
arg.not many Unitarians who would not readily admit that sin is Jamentably
and. universally prevalent among mankind, and must therefore be considered
45.8 thing to which human nature is exceedingly inclined; that therefore the
world, being in transgression, is also in guilt before God; that death, is the
just wages and penalty of sin; and that the Almighty, being willing; in, his
‘mercy fo.deliver us from the consequence of this penalty, or in other waords
“tq‘f()r‘%lvé our sins and redeem us from death, has effected this gracions pus-
paose by a medjator, who, in conformity with the views of Divine Wisdom,
laid down his Iife in order to the attainment of this great end, ‘Is. ,X}Qt.‘;ﬂﬂﬂ,
considered as an outline, a plain and.yet sufficient statement of the condition
of mankind and the nature of our redemption ? But views such as ‘these,
confined to the great facts of the %ospel hstory and their obvious design'and
eonnexions, go for nothing, absolutely nothing, in the estimation of those
who have received the leaven of the Calvinists, or what some would ‘most
unwarantpbly call evangelical senliments. 'Tine views to which I now
allude, are, 1 believe, entirely incapable of accurate definition, and that for a
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very obvious reason, namely, that they are entertained by persons who syste-
matically exclude the exercise of the rational faculty from the affairs of reli-
gious faith. Our author wades ahout' among these disastrous topics in a
manner much to be pitied: he seems unable to find any sure footing
whereon to stand himself, and yet he earnestly attempts to persuade those
who still walk ‘along”the firm bank to enter with him into the muddy and
troubled stream. Turning entirely aside from the dark ‘and hopéless laby-
rinth of conttoversy, let us cast at these matters the glance of good feeling
and common sense. How can we honour God or benefit our own minds by
maintaining that God imputes sin where it has not been actually contmitted 2
‘What need of formal de%ate on the question, whether our innocent babes
are objects of the Almighty’s eternal wrath, or have ever deserved it? Is it
not preposterous and disgusting to maintain that all human actions, virtues
4nd vices alike, are indiseriminately wicked and bad ; that not a single good
thought or feeling dwells in’ t‘h"eil;tiinahf’breast‘? Tt is equally repugnant to
our best feelings, to imagine that ‘the Divine Justiceé is of such a character as
forbids him’ to forgivé his peritent ¢reatures when fh?yiretum from the evil
of their ways.* If theré'is any truth in-S¢ripliré, we may be assured that our
sincere repentance and‘amendrent are all “that ate’éssentially, necessary to
our being forgiven. " The niéthod'6f forgiveness Will of ‘course rémain to be
determiined by him' that forpives’; ‘ém‘i,"ﬁifﬁ%ﬁdf‘c&ﬁ&@ééfs’y;; the method pre

wi .controversy, the method pre-~
scribied in ‘the Gospel is- the riediation ‘of Jests Christ 'and faith in *ﬁm
But what need of laboured argument td indiicé Us to reject e gpinjon, that

A
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we_are forgiven on the ground of God's' having ?c’mﬁ?y\ an mﬁoceﬁg‘lbgmg
‘L 0, ’ 3SR L L T x'_,)'~’~“; Ly s 7 .~> “?..’?.l 3.‘; ’.V'a‘ KN Y \; iy
willitig to bear our punishrent’ in our stedd ;’ or that we are acee ted on the

ground of God’s imputing to us anothéf petson’s rightcousness instead ‘of

otir own ?  If such notions do'nét ¢onfute thémselves, T kiow not dertainly
whiat can ‘confuté them. If they aré to be found in the Bible, it is high'tjme
for us to hdve done with the Bi{ﬂé”;‘ ' for it will be manifest, that it is not thiit
wise and boly 'book: for which' we hive taken it. " Perhaps Mr. Elton would
e L g, e o YR = R IR IRt AN A e
reply, that the doctrines just thentioried are not those fOE\thlSh he i an
advocaté. ' ‘It is certainly highly ‘probable that in . 'the Ellplai’fx English in
{vhich “they até here propounded, they would not séem’ altofether 'wliat he
would wish.  Yet do I solemnly believe,. that, whether dgteeablé or not in
the " formn'tere presentéd, I have stated neither more nor les§ than the simple
truth’s T Havé exhibited the opinions which are in fact and reality €mbraced
By 4large body of zealous Christians. I believe, also, that I Kave stated
¢ékhttly'the views to which Unitarians object, and against which' they’ ber
fhélr festimony. If Mr. Elton does not mean to maintain these sentiments,
theré “His ‘been no adequate reason for, as far as I can see, hi’é"hbdﬁ‘d‘dnil%g
ﬂlfi-‘ﬁﬁé’tﬁﬂﬁﬁ  Unitarianism.  He bas, in short, conjured up dn uni¢al Uni-
tay a’giéxﬁ (ti’p bandon and attack, and chosen a disguiséd Calvinism td'émbrace
) efe' . :;‘/. AR | ' ' ! ‘7" Y
T 1), however, in closing this letter, restrain the pen of controveérsy, and
e e’*é%z:iystr?%ig feeling of the fallibility which atteénds us all, and commend
M;gé’lf nd'tHe" author on whom I have esteemed it my duty td'make these
VI D11 DTV RN ITS KIRTM AN B RER . ,
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ART. I,—f()bstacles to the Diffusion of Unitarianism, and the Prdsge&,?_ﬁ,
their Removal : a Sérmon, preached before the Supporters of the British
and’ Foreign Unitarian Association, at their Annual Meéting, Juné 7y

182’? By John Kenrick, M. A. 8vo. pp. 36. Hunter.

"THE ¢iestion is sometimes triumphantly asked of Unitarians, ¢ Whether
it-be credible that, if their system of faith be the true exposition of the Gos~
pel, it should have been so long unknown, and should have made so little
way sinee its proimilgation at the era of the Reformation . iIn a Protes-
tant countiy, whéfe professed Unitarians are not as one to a hundred of the
Cheistian tommiinity; this'gaestion : may bave great weight with' minds not
famfliar with'thé technjedlities of ‘theological controversy. :But Jet the scene |
and the subject be changed; let the question, with the requisite change of
terms, be putrtoalis Frotestant' by a ‘Roman Catholieat Madrid or.at:Rente,
or-to: tHeo Rémde *Catholie chy-a Purk at Constantinople, by:aHindog: it
Benares, or by a disciple of Fo or anfucim- at Pekin, andl;hg fallacyof
this, mede. of» determining . rehigious: disputes will -be ingtantly seen, ; Un-
doubtedly, nté a-aaystarious:: past -of thie am}l’neﬁ; Government. that . Truth,
whatever. it “bey éhonlgk be o longrenveloped .in-such thick clouds; but the
myystery: 4ffectd Uliitartianism no more than iany other system of Christian
doetitis 3 for thefe 8 no' one '¢communivn:whose members: are' not' a mino-
rity Compdted’ with 41l others. Yet ‘'we vérily believe that the argument .
frdm Hinbers wiighs fdlly as much s’ ény fextual argument with the mass
of ‘Brinish Chistians against the claims of Unitarians. They' aré in the
wyong, becavse they ate few, Trinitarians ape right, because thiy aro iy
and enjoy the numberless advantages of a. numerous sect, in the sympathy
which. every,one.finds in his neighbour, and in the ardour which is natyzally
inspired it aiorowd. - - N RS

‘Whether:the namber of Unitarians be great or small, is of no moment
with regard to the truth of their doctrine; but we are really amused -at the
inconsistency of soine of their more vehement opponents who at one moment
appedl 'to the prejudice of the vulgar in favour of large masses of beljeveis,
by representing thein as a dying sect, already dwindled below notice; aiid
in the next, set about to attack them totis virtbus as if they were the most
formidable enemy that ever lifted up a banner against the Church, and:ag if
the faithful' were no longer safe than whilst they are on their guard againgt a
foe, whose strength is rendered tenfold more formidable by the wiliness with
which it is wielded. The Unitarians are not inoonsidera{le, thei’@i?lﬂag&q—
ists being judges; and we humbly suggest that the cause of the '¢consideéra-
tion in which they are held is the consciousness of the force of their sétipti-

tia-
ral testithony, an 'the suspicion, if not the knowledge, that«this‘testinﬂml;r' is
operating with a secret influence upon the minds of many who, from various
motiVes, are ranged under some of ‘the numerous d@nd party-cdloured divi-
Instead of wondering that Upita{;aq‘igrjf has nof ‘thade gréatér progress’ in
our own country, we, for our part, dre surprised that it has spréad ¢ so
gréat ‘an extent, in spite of ‘thé mimerous obstacles put in its way by preju-
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dice and power: and this remark leads us to the Discourse, the title of
which stands at the head of this article, and which, from the reputation of its
author, the correctness of its staﬁjng&pts; the felicity of its illustrations, the
chasteness of its style, and the”spirit'of conscious truth and piety which
breathes in every sentence, is deserving of more attention from us and from
the public than can be usually claimed for publications of this local and
ephemeral kind. , .. » - -

Mr.. Kenrick’s text, 2 Thess. ii, 7, He who now hindereth will hinder,
until, hebe taken. out of the way,—is usuvally interpreted by Protestant Com-
mentators as a prophecy of the corruptions of the Church of Rome, though
some few amongst them, following Grotius, find a satisfactory meaning of the
somewhat obscure in events much nearer to apostolic times than even
the rise of the papacy: he uses the words, however, ‘only as implying this
general truth respecting the counsels of God, that their developement 1s re~
tarded. by obstacles, which for wise purposes, he permits to exist,”” and pro-
ceeds - to-apply. this truth to the. purpose,.for which!’ his audience were
assembled, : *“ by pointing out some of those eirenmstances which retard the
r?s of Unitarianism, along with the grounds.of hepe for their removal.”

e ) i e e e A8 o Eaasds o0 L

~Speaking to men who are desirous;ithattheiz fgaaliers: should prophesy
right, vather than smooth; things, the:preachergaysy;a8; relation to the dis-
couragang aspect of his subjeat,wrr:tric b 50 7 v lgraen, o L0

% THad we met together, only to produce thé’ tempbtary excitement of a
factitious enthusiasm, to give ourselves a ‘¢onfidénce which sober judgment
does hot warrant, and to iipose;on others by theexpresdion of that confi-

defide, T should abstain altogether from the mention:of -difficulties. to be en-
countered; but. such 1 am econvinced ia not .the -purpose of oyr assembling,
8 ﬂmﬁathy of men united for the attainment of an opject which they agree to
think just. and great; we look for that increase of confidence which, iy the
rzg; yral reswlt of perceiving, that many hearts are interested in the shiné cause
with our own, many minds intent on its promotion, many and varioiis' endow-
rents devoted to, its attainment.  And by cherishing theseé sentiments in con-
nexion with a soléemn act of religious worship, we desire to remind ourselves,
that the glory of God is the great object which we ought toseek, his' power
tialh love -and' charity over the avowal of those sentiments which necessarily
plece:ns in opposition to so many of our Christian brethren. These ave our,
purposes, and they will best be promoted by considering the relation in whic
ony religious tenets place us to the opinions, feelings, and interests, of the
rest, of she world, in all its bearings, whether favourable or unfavoumbie, both
tional estimate of the probability of success, which is the best preservative
agﬁmit fickleness and desertion.”—Pp. 4, 5.
o iﬁgs};q& ‘the prudence of not closing the eyes against difficulties, and
of comparing the value of a religious object with the exertions necessary for
its attainment, Mr. Kenrick remarks,—
the desert, itregular and ugeless ; at one time foaming in idle fury beyond its
bounds, and at.another dried up and consumed out of its place; bringing
little honour or benefit to our cause while it lasts, and yet when it decays or
ceaseg, used as an a:Fument against us, as though there were nothing in our
principles which could Inspire a more permanent #ttachment.”—P. 6.

It..is-true we hope for that excitement of our zeal, which is kindled by the
and.blessing that on which we should rely; and to breathe the spirit of Chris-
1at we may fully understand what is demanded of us, and may form that ra-
“«'The zeal which is fed from some superficial source, is like the brook of
_ The. first obstacle to the spread of Unitatiapism brought forward by the
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preacher is, ¢the reluctance of mankind to undergo any extensive change i
their opinions, and mostiof all in their religious oplmom.” (P.7.) Thrs
reluctance is Justly traced up to pride and self-love.

< Of all dominion, that which is exercised over the mmd of others, seems
most to flatter the prlde of power, which is inherent in the breast of man.
To possess empire over the spiritual realms.of thought, to bind the subtle
powers of the understanding in the chains of implicit belief, seems to place
him on an almost super-human elevation above his fellows. The exercise of
this dominion begets the belief of a right, and resistanee of course is regarded
as rebellion. Truths of science, as well as of religion, truths the most remote
from action, as well as those Wthh are most immediately connected with the
conduct and the interests of men, have experienced the mpst violent hostility as
long as they were innovations : this. temper has shewn  itself under all forms
of government, (for the popular mind is not at all more patient of contradic-
tion than that of a single tyrant,) and has tinctured almost every dispute re-
specting’ opinions, with an infusion of needless and unbecoming  bitterness.
Under the influence of this temper, men close their eyes to the light, because
it is new and they love the ancient darkness better ; ‘and thus generations may
pass away between -the time when truth is exhibited with the evidence of
demonstration and that at which it takes its undlsputed place in the great
systém of umah knowledge »—Pp. 8,9..

-~ Indolence, also, whert roused by an dttack on Oplmons that have 'become

bbbbbb

by famiharity a part’of ‘men’s intellectual and motal
angry feeling towards innovators,

sléu‘t(, he Teformen in; mhgaﬁm InUsY expect that the storm’of ill-v(rﬂl mll
fall, ouh e, fmzy onhis hiead. It should seerm as if religiony’ fuith," é}u
m things:not sensible but unseen! S HOY pos«essed biit hoped ig
regg a.t i¢s, vividnéss shauld be: cher:shéd rby the’ sthpaﬂlétlc foeking diid
accorda alth of other men, and hence has ariseri, in part, that peciliar
asgﬁt{tx( W hich has. given a disgraceful pre-eminence to the raneour of Mhéblo-
Zeal, controversy. It is doubtless for wise purposes, that a quick éerrsi‘bﬂlty
to z;,qy; a}t;apk,qn Qur}' ious rmm les has' been implanted m‘idu?ri framieiias
ey are;th e issues . of our § mtual life, it wag' fit that liké tHe Gt} B ﬁrﬁfgﬁ |

A a

? ormut e, most essential ‘of our vital functions, they should' B¢ ptrded
rom estxuctwn by ?mck perception of any threatenmg‘ in ur - Sarﬁ- ‘
tary Opera t.lpn of this. law is designed to prevent us from mdk i lit and”* -

hasty chap_ge in. its_excess it is one of the most powerful ! PHAEES Witk
which' they | Tlave. to contend, who endeavour to convmce“others of errdr ih

theig religiops, ereed.”—Pp. 9, 10. s b ot

. oS h'/t Oy

Funher;the réacher takes notice of the reluctance to engage ‘m or,t;s:f
the im&)‘n‘ ééfnent of the public mind arising from spunous hberahtymnd the:

preteti it 46ve of 3 peace. A N L T

“ To the much extolled maxim, ¢ that if the wise man have hig hand:full, of
truthvie wil} ‘only open his little finger,” I will venture to oppose, gg”mmm :
worthyof being 4 Christian’s rule, the declaration of the apostle who, .thopgh
he began By: teachm%r his converts only the first principles of - the ora £
Godl, whien bidding farewell to those who should see his face 'no more, coui?
take them to record,  that he had not shunned to declare unto’ thém' the
whole counsel of God.’ Acts xx. 27. The solitary truth Fllowqd 10 escape:
from' the Hantt would probably be more mischievous, than if it ad one, farth,
in its:natuyal&mion with' other truths. Let us not be misled by falsg analo-
ries, add change the' exception’ into the rule. The stomach ex;a,fee,ble@ hy

diseabe or wardt of food, cannot safely receive what wonl £y ﬂhe
hca:ldhy/o a‘n;’the'eye Hin PCHS }’ome t0’ the light, mi ht be %ﬂ y;too

sudden m { id’m; %‘the alg»gy\ i§ do far applxc le to. ghe JRing flp Shat -

RS
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it may be wise partially to communicate the truth to those who are not pre:
pared to receive the whole truth: - But: doés . this :authéize Jakiy-fodh- to°
sider the whole generation, of  his.contemporaries as a vast infirmary ofrisick

minds, to whom the food of knowledge and the light of truth ai*q,.iqnjyiﬁd“be

‘Y
J(J

¢

dealt'in the minutest portions? It is & part of the plan of Pfﬁ?f&énég far the.

education of the human race, that their attainment of truth siould beé progres-

that he is tojbe the judge what the rate of that progress should bé? ']

)

sive ; but what mortal is placed so high in intelléct above ‘hiélféﬂ&ﬁgcréﬁhn[:%s,
it

probability is, that wherever there is one mind capable of fdi’s“cé’vénné‘{.,tﬁ'ej

truth, there are many capable of recei xﬁ it; and if there should bé many
more to hinder than to aid its diffusion, still the sooner it is made known, the
sooner it will triumph, ¢ Let then him thathath the word of the Lord declare
his word faithfully’ Should, after all, the honest, humble, diligent seeker

after truth be the involuntary means of diffusing error, let him not fear that'a

righteous judge will impute it to him as a crime, more than if, mtendmgto
bring an offering to the sanctuary, he had unwittingly cast a counterféited
shekel into the treasury of God.”—Pp. 11, 12. S . :

_ The second obstacle, described by the preécher,' is  the formidable array
of opposition” from men’s “ .interests;’’ “arising * partly from circum-
stances which belong to all opinions deeply rooted in the general beligf, but
still more from the political and religious mhstitutions of our country.”  (P.
12.) He remarks, with a deep feeling of regfet; that 5%t has been the fate of
(P. 13.) ‘ o i
#¢ Wherever .opinions are made the-testand gualification for the efjo
.of. worldly honours and emoluments;- wherever rtherédis: a ghureh! (dsi
wotd. in. its secular, not ita scriptursd sensey which can‘rewdrd tonforth

religious opinions more than any other:to beimixed with temporal intefests.””.
" ’ o > , [l Lot
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its creed and punish dissent from i, (it masters not whether by fire, by petial.
ties,;oF by digabilities, there every other system must contend for aéceptaricé at -
a manifest disadvantage.- The possessors of the emoluments and 'honoWrs

ich are thus exclusively bestowed, and.all their expectatits, whether 'ii neir

and reajonaple, prespect or only in' the airy visions of ambition, “upité i fittn
P B¥% against the mnovator. - Nor does thefinjmz to the cause of trith rest’
e

req, kle wha. by belonging .to:this favoured and exclusive commuinity hds
be.,%ﬁ ﬂl‘@d il}'&@h% eYyes of the world and in his own estimation, éhﬂ’ﬂézﬁ‘é ély

X
brmgg;mge]ft@ think of .those who differ from him, as deservn(x):g:és;péct‘fqi

-

the gxercise.of the most sacred privileges of rational beings and stifine’s or

to meet.them, s man gshould meet his fellow-men, in the equal field of gerip-
tm% Zﬁé(ih:rg{lment. Placed on the vantage-ground of an established cree%,

he considers every dissident as an arrogant and presumptuous man, too proud
to %ﬁbﬁiﬁﬁ’i‘isfﬁigftb‘la%l authority ; for patient reasoning he is apt to sub-
stitute railiny aecusation, to upbraid him with the sinof schism an(f

him with the penalties of heresy.”—Pp. 13, 14. S

Frdinithisdtate of things, many are led to profess what'yt‘he'y do ﬂdﬂ; beheve,
mary rhote ate inclined to admit arguments in support of the popular creed,
the it of’Which'they would otherwise discern, and through a still wider

threaten

cirglp t ere is diffused a spirit of hostility to all by whom the established
SR R - .

OPlﬂi?n,».}s. "pi(‘)'po,sqd and endangered.

“¢Inmo other country is this result seen so strongly and extensivély as in
our!owh, - In' the' R)‘oma‘n Catholic kingdoms of Europe, the  predominant
religibn-elter kills'the séed of all varieties of religious opinions, or allows

theitt! on ',a‘sie\kly' existence beneath its wide-spreading and noxious shade.
In otlier'Protestant couiitries again, the established creed is either flexililé
enoughito 'sllow of great latitude of belief, or the advantages enjoyed hy owe

; RS

religious party above another ‘are so small:'.' that roen’s passions are not vio-
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lently Brigaged in the stiugpleta upproprinteithew: - The appleiof discord.is
net Gfipild, Eull thedéefobe ¢ tes{nt%‘ y mhﬁoditiesx’ﬁ&xl? cldydbon 1nd -

ol Yo feitnte b vkt G swid  aawiod Ls e Tk cromatyiisieas LG FINEG o
Hon e chules; Ve imgle’ ot B IE Ehgich Lxcte pd f‘%
gin

i Ay s lé‘,_:.ﬁ 1L “1h Y LY
strong: apprehensions. with, respert to,the danger, Uhrsetsned by, Rostil
h@ﬂ»_C‘_ » :°~g":“*’“""'fyj3-"-?~ R e I A AR T R S R St anyglognaty gmnm'rzzﬂ) Fo
- <*'Phis‘ cadise;-it may be said, operates équally against all-IXisbentersy anxbiis
no' peéciliai‘ hindrance to the growth of Unitarian' principles.: But: against
what-etlier’ body of Dissenters do the ministers' of the Established: Ghurch
express such ‘unmitigated hostility, against what others:'do they exertuso
zealously every influence which they are allowed to use, in order,.if: possible,
to' blot ‘our very name from the list of religious professors? Is it so long
since we weré forbidden by law te avow, much more to propagate, our opi-
nions? 'aK, are we at this moment sure; that one edge of the sword of per-
secution, which we had hoped was for ever blunted: and. broken, does not
remain a3 sharp as ever?* Can it be believed that those who avow :their
regret at the repeal of persecuting statutes, do not use every method which
wealth, name, station, and influénce, may give them, 'to' check the growth’of
this which they deem, and with justice as regards themselves; themrostdan-
gerous of all varietieg of heresy? Strong minds may not be impressed by the
constaj regg iou’ef féeble argumenty and ‘groundléss utéusations ; and ge-
nerots migdsmiay féel' thatishe vielenée of-d- truinerous: and powerful body is:
a ihotive for sfding Wwith the sinalley and weaker party';: but men- jngeneral
are’ not so- congtituted. ' They cateli' the' tone of ‘the-rich, the-noble, and.the
learned! dnd readily belieyé all évil vf tHose aghinst whom so mich’ is suid.:
The prejudice this'excited against us; and‘which no arts are spared {o keep.
alive, spreads 'far'and- wide:throngh soeiety, and- makes it impossible for-the
advocatés of Unitarianism to obtain; 1 will not say merely a:fuir hearing, bt
ﬁjd"m Targe clasges of their countrymen-any hearing at all.”’Pp. 15, 16.::- -
Prejudice is, in fact, first artfully raised against Unitarians, and, then
appealed to in proof of the erronequsness of their system : such: is the logica
worth of the * orthodox™ argument from number. . L e
* A ‘third; obstacle, insisted on by the preacher, is the * very general- pre.
valence of the opinion, that the free ‘exercise: of the understanding-upon
re’liglonSSubjects is dangerous” to the salvation of the soul.’” (B:'16.) :wivv;
. In’ this- bpinion the Rowish Church led the way. ' Protestant“Choitchies
have followed in this narcow track, with marvellous incbnsistépcy.” “H'Sintd
RNPOLver: RIS > 42 4 > . N SN TR 0 DIMIGIHAUN
of them have made a’distinction in reference to the saving efficacy. f,befief
betweep essential and non-essential articles of faith, Unitarians.at Jeast igam,
little by the relaxation ; and if others profess. that the sentence of damnation.
is pronounced only against those that reject certain doctrines: from corapt
otives, this concession is of small avail to Unitarians, whose faithy:.or want:
of faith, is'’commonly imputed to some dishonest biass - - - vt ¢ trnange i

"¢« Even those who in their hearts renounce the doctrine, that sJ9atio;
R L o e A ootk IR S B AT M
of their office, continue to hold the high-sounding and terrific, | ’}}E“"%’;i“& |
has been framed upon this supposition ; and the many, over whom words:
phrases exercise & kind of magic power, shrink back within ﬁﬁlg '1.{ '
which their spirtual rulers have circumscribed them, lest, by steppir

[ ('nl-

it, they should bring on themselves the denunciations whichl are so often rung
in their 'ears. O}; this weapon, none, I think, ’ﬂ?ake" ‘él mlt)reﬁlnﬁp gl

i e ro s
than thoge who, d;ssentmgohke ourselves from the discipline and ritnal ?)}
Episcopacy; earry their doctrinal system still fuxther, than..the  establifhed
U, ey f T . , ) . ’

e denhded - IO IS DT USRI 5 DWW PR O W
e Perdd oy A

¥ <t Sde the siggestion of Liord Chinicellok Eldon téspecting ¢he continon-1aw pes
naltied for denying thelTrinity, "Moh. Repos, O, 8. Vol XIL 436387711~ .
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chuvch:birselfs! ‘dhendis serdthingsioppqing:inifan raicgiwhen:sha sellsus .

lvlvhat weiglgyé’ (lmg‘('tiuay‘ not:beligve; g)nns;stemky};?jr ! Wﬂmﬁt‘bﬂr &gn%t{ .
et.optyard splendour, her temporal power, the learning and station of, her
mi?lis gﬁ.,._w?sﬁsppgi ﬂ?& mﬁﬁgf‘su OB 0 e speakd Swieh Whid oo |
caliinéss, because §hé fodls that sHe speakd with authority. * But'the hifhisiers -
of dissenting churches can give no such weight to their anathemas; W izp:
ordéx: 1o~ guard- thieir. comunities .fromr the incursions of hergsy,-theyiare
obliged: to.1nake up what they want in dignity and power by yigilant - ingyi:
sifiomidhd - pcrimonious. invective.  They warn those over whem. they have
influenceto- flee from the eontagion of Unitarian pringiples; to.resist, as .the
updoubted 'suggpstion of the great enemy of man, the first inclination to read
or hdarwhat we can offer in our defence, unless with the firmest resolution
that;it ;shall only strengthem them in their present faith. The consequence
15, that a large proportion of our Christian brethren know nothing more defis
nite:of our creed, than that it is the sure perdition of every one who embraces
iti?~<Pp. 18, 19. Lo : | |

»

f'%“‘;:,'f'; S R L SRR T ‘-:4‘4"-_‘ 4 -«':»:"\' ".‘ o | ‘
»<Tiins part. of the sabject enkindles the. preagher’s: indignant zeal, but a zeal
notibewyond knowiedgeﬁnuwmhomcharity.f,e U BT S I SN S SLIPY § BTN S DR

« [ ..
. DI

%5 Were I ealled upon 10 -say. which, of, alél ¢, corruptions. of, Chrisyiapity
1'beenimostfin‘um%usb to mankind;, Lshonld ot peint ta %@;i@% gy Iy
of the.unity of .God, nor to the:mysterivus hypotheses;respecting the
heing, and: person_ of the Saviour;., no—ner, pvem o lgfa&"‘l
teatthes, that the Father of all was indugced to;remit his wxath againgt hi
feeble children, by the suffering:and. satisfaction. .of sngther. Infinite Being;
notreven this appears to me so..baneful in.its tepdency;  as. the.foetrinie once
held by every community of .Chriatians, that. there: is .no salvation butin be-
lieving what each declares to be the..doctrine of the Seriptures...From the
Bishop of Rome, in the plenitude of infallibility, through the long gradation
f “piritual power, to hitn ‘who thitiks héaven but a colony ftom his own Hitle
chiiréh’on’ earth, ‘this opinion hds béenthe parent of évery unholy dispotition
and evil work. The lawfulness and even duty of persecution, in order that
the:soil might be saved by the suffering of the body, was one of its simplest
corollarieg ;. the permanent existence of an authorized and infallible mxgé-
preter of Scripture is the only .suplgqsition. by which it can be, :eg:oucil\ |
even in appearanice, with the benevolence and justice of God. It has goigoggé
the springs %f’ the charities of life, by leading men to regard each other as
condenined bf heaven, for speculative and trifling differences of religious opi-
nidh { it hat perverted and confounded their moral notions by sétting up o
ficHul and arbitrary standard of virtue, in orthodoxy of belief instead of the
sigl‘ ; practical ane scrigtnral test of ¢ doing justice, and loving mercy; and
wedking humbly with God.> We, my brethren, renounce and abjure the dgc-.
trine, that‘man can forfeit his hope of everlaatin%l;happinqss by any specyig.
tive opinion which he has honestly embraced, while he thus conformg to what
the Lord his God requires of him. We know that we too might work on t
fé”fiﬁgrs’ 'of ‘mankind, by representing our tenets as essential to salvatidn’} we

Kyiow thiat we' sacrific f | ; , religioi
arty, by répréjenting the gospel as comprehensive rather than exclusive;
&ﬁf oner shall our cause sink as low as its bitterest enemy could desire, 4 hg’

' s?ﬁ,. B,i‘
wm " )

L péil tb" the bad passions of the human heart in its support, bhd
oig

¢ will.hppéal 10" the ,
Egm dighonolir oh, the gom and its author. If our zeal cannot be kept
ive' by philanthropy and Christian love, let it be extinguished !”%prll‘%—-”
2!‘ e b o W | SR
' Thé!fourth and last hindrance, with which Mr. Kenrick shews that Unita~
rianism. has to contend, is “ the prevalent opinion that it leads to ml:ldglity”
(p. 21); an_ opinion, by the way, that was quite as adverse to Christianity
on its first publication, end.also to the, Reformation when i.#rst asose.in,
Germany, as it is now to Unitarianism. This cause is in part resolvable into

¢ 'that'wé sucrifice some of the most necessary elements of a religious

‘
1 '
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the last, since in many minds Christianity. and what is called ¢ Orthodoxy” are
identical. ~ Some that do not allow themselves to treat Unitarianism' as infi-
delity, represent it as the half~-way house on the road to it. In reply to this
charge of infidel tendency, Mr. Kenrick says, o

¢ As to the question of fact, it is surely not fair to infer any tendency in
Unitarianism to produce infidelity, because many wlio once were orthodox,
having detached themselves from the faith in which they were brought up,

went on to deny Christianity altogether, as the rock once loosened from its
place continues to roll on, long after it has reached the plain. That among
those whose faith has from the first been built on Unitarian principles, any
greater tendency to unbelief has shewn itself than among the professors of
other religious systems, is altogether an unfounded assertion; and this is the

only fair criterion.”—P. 23.

The preacher further appeals, in disproof of the charge of unbelief, to the
ains taken in Unitarian congregations to instruct the young in the true
evidences of Christiamity, and to the fact, thatin the Deistical controversy the
Unitarians have. furnished far more than their numerical proportion of cham-
pions of revealed religion. (Pp.22—~25.) = . -
- Thus, independent of the truth or falsehood of Unitarian opinions, there
exist obstacles totheir diffusion, deep seatéd in the instititions 'of our country,
arid in the feelitgs and views of our fellow -countrymen. ~They are, never-
theless, embraced by many, by whoi, fot' various and obvious reasons, they
are not avowed . The number of professors of these doctrines is therefore no
criterion. of .the extent, to which they, prexail. .. There may.be sure, though
gradual,and silent, revolutions in: public:opinion. I
"¢ Sich’ chéﬁé{es‘?an‘ﬁtteﬁti&é'dﬁé@ﬁé}% hay discover.” " Even /if the extraor-
dlnar% ih’ceﬂectltal activity of the prégent day dig not 'bear directly on religion,
it ‘coiild not continue without produciiig ai effect. upon religion. ~ In the great
circle of human’' knowledge every radidnt point'sheds'its Tight on all the rest.
However some may réjéct the idea of a’progressive religion, nothing js'more
cértain’ than. that 1t' must: receive modifications from 'the intelléctual stite of
the world. = Th'ou‘%lh Kindled from heaven, the brightheéss'of'its flame depends
on 'the purity of 'the atmosphere in which it burns.” Creeds’ may _ﬁ:m‘ajﬂquﬁ'_
changed,; while-the faith of their nominal adherents no more resembles that of
their framers, than the race that now tills the banks of the Nile resefbles
those who are embalmed in the Egyptian catacombs.”—P. 26,. ., , .., .
- 'THat which may be judged rational is not the proper test of what‘hids been
revealed, But thé happy result of unbiassed scriptural research is, that reason
and revelation are not at variance. Hence the Unitarians indulge the most
pleasing anticipations of the result of the unusal sensation which has been
witnessed .of . late in the public mind, and are prepared to- say with Mr.
K&h‘l‘l(ﬁk,' SO : C ST I S
“¢'We ‘are convinced that no doctrines can ultimatély prévail ‘among &
pédﬁl‘é"l owéd to think and examine for themselves, wﬁ%’cﬁfqﬁ‘ied '}{gggﬁxb-
gtfé.nﬁafi‘oﬁ, involve & sensible abgurdity, -or, like the'Trinit}'r;f’a mehi.phy,"sj"‘pal
contradiétion, or, like the doctrine of Atonement in itsi"“géhu’igiq form, gre
utterly re u%nant to what nature shews and reason proves of the moral attri-
butes of ~£‘ro . 'The surrender of their understandings 'is :a price which men
will not long consent to pay for the belief of any system of theology.”’—
P.'-I:'%Z's“f REENE - ' L e SR IRIC
' /The' preacher.appeals very naturally to the example of the United; States of
America for proof of the tendency of Unitarian Christianity to rapid diffusion,
v;)h(gg )the hindrances, already specified, are wholly or in part removed.

-
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-On the increased ‘attention to "biblical studies, Mr.: Keénrick builds his
expectation of the advancement of the Unitarian cause. . The grounds of his
persuasion are thus explained : a ' -

““ Doubtless the adherents of other opinions will say, that they feel a similar
confidence, but" that they have an equal ground for it I shall not admit, until
some country is pointed out to me, in which the study of the Bible has been
zealously pursued with all the aids of modern erudition, and the result has
been to strengthen men’s belief in those doctrines against which we contend.
I may ask without vain glory, by what other body of Christians has the pre-
cept to search the Scriptures ever been more unreservedly obeyed? We seek:
no leave from priest or ontiff to read them for ourselves; we are not mocked
by the permission to judge of their doctrines, coupled with an injunction to
interpret them in conformity with articles and catechisms. We put the sacred
volume into the hands of those who are to be our future ministers in holy
things, that they may use their own judgment on its' contents, and call them
to no account for the result of their examination. The difference between
ourselves and other religious bodies in these respects, might enable an impar-
tial observer to determine which side feared, and which invited, the applica-~
tion of the test of Scripture to its creed.”—P. 30. e
- -The controversy that now .rages between. Roman:Catholics-and Protestants
15-noted with great sagacity by the preacher, .and;:theturaing-pemt. of the
‘two! parties is marked,  as 1n.favour:‘of a-third party;, whem neither will ac<:

knowledge as Christian: brethren. . ...." - SRS S R R T

. ““We havé been told by the acytest champion of Popery in oir ‘own times;
that Unitarians are of all Protéstants'the mast consistent,;” und carry the prin-
ciples,.of the Reformation to their fullest extent;* and in. this declaration,
though infended bl-,; its auther.as the bitterest taunt, we acknowledge & trugh,
whilé we. despise the sneer.. The orthadex, Protestant, who has come tp the
contest, .expecting an easy triumph over the Catholic, by proving to him how:
liftle of his-greed is found in Scripture, will be staggered when th Cath.():&cﬁ
BIOYes, 1¢_him in his turn, how little of his own can be derived from it, .. He.

1 | g.,iél,l,ap,. e can escape from the admission of transubstantiation, only by’
that, plea.of, figurative lan uaf:e which the Unitarian takes up to proye that a
great. deal of the popular theology is built on figures of speech, never designed
by,these who, used them to be taken in a literal sense.”—P. 31, . o

Having discussed -his subjéct, in this able, manly, and eloquent manner,
Mr,.. Kenrick concludes with a warm. recommendation. of the Unrrarian
ASSOGIATION, of which he says, and is not the bare description its highest
PIISE i , S
444t svails-itself of every method of presenting the principles of Unita-
riabisntiito tpublic view; it collects the contributions. of our wealthier and
more flourishing communities, for the support of the feebler and more-ob~
scure; it unites us for the defence of those civil and religious privi}p?es
which We.alréady enjoy, or the attainment of what is still wanting to the full
birtlirizht of British citizens; and it connects in brotherhood, s mpath .,qnd
mutha(ﬁ 4id, our gcattered churches, not only in this kingdom, but in distant
quirter of the globe.”—P. 32. L

n‘Fhe! object of the Unitarian Association, which its present distinguished-
eulogist selects as peculiarly calculated to remove hindrances to the adoption '
of Unitarian principles, i3 ¢ the promotion of popular instruction by means
of the pulpit and the press.” (Pp. 32, 33.) The influence of the People upan
R , Lo ~ RO s TS S 1 A T B
ceAN LT Y R S e il sty
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the cause of Divine truth 1= remarkably illustrated by the hlthl‘y of the first
%me&»ﬁhmmn Ghuzch.: o1 ATk oAU veassoL ton amiobou Ve - dd TR

. “.While ;philosophic minds: were husied” with ‘thosé” s’«&b‘t‘le §p ecula&GnS
| ggpectmg the nature-of .God and the person of Chidst; 'which dt l
the p lace, of g\e rimitive.faith, the ¢ plain-and: unfetterad ‘riten’ h ld the
doctritie of ivine Unity, and refused to listen to the thevties whichithe
learned had devised for reconciling the monarchy of the; QneiGed, wﬁmm
delty of two other beings.”—P. 33, T PO AT S

' Numerous and long as have been our quotatxons from this. Sermdn, e
cannot refrain from extracting the peroratlon which is truly appropriate,
and ‘which breathes that calm and dignified spirit, which is to be acquired
only by famiharity with heavenly truth, and by we]l—grounded conﬁdence m
the blessing of the Almlgbty Father,

~ “ What then remajns, but that | exhort 0}1 m the Words of the same. a,pQg-
tle, < Brethren, be not weary ih it well-d qm o jn due season ye shall reap if
ye "faint not’ . If it ware réebssaly for 'St Paul twice to’ enfbi'ée this cputio g,r
it will hardly be: faumduwpeﬁﬁudub By ﬁhﬁs@ who are’engaged in an uﬁd
takmg of which the:fruits are,necedsarilyin: some: measure distant. "We-

apt to. consm;g these mazgs*m er with reference to 'the’ span-of tmie
our earthly being occupies, than' to the infinite duration of God: amhhémt

extent of the ¢ 2 }} 68,1 We enst- the  seed into, the grokind,
andl’ forthwi W jlq my@p.r of . tha Divine goyénmn-
ment 18 ﬁw Dyiont o gﬁ w“i@? 3obh:& tretp es ba,ck“'ﬂrduml,f@rr

ward iito the aEpth >&f ‘i ﬁo«
weiare dnftad edifbetif th caﬁée oft
samessﬁﬂ zm the' Judt aﬂ& §e })ensﬁtr hs’ Of God; we
that. already it hamt phe&”amiis going OXi%o coriqner';” but' \the Per
ﬁyr dssmt. ﬁﬁgbﬂbiy.uwkemmv&yaﬂnng shist hinderisthi shell | bé! ¢4
vzi e,g ;&;sf«not, jthen, .phandon:; the -good work in:wilielwa:
gag? f Caqse tha,pqe\e ot‘«huma,mxmpndvementmmb diffepatit
iiné thmg s eed of our wxs lﬁs and,nmagipatmns,. fariless im: lfe&ulam
didtontént, ’bebausé our lab our is ulted and obscure: . Lt a3 gathen
<Hif€ *ap the Hndy that' ha down a‘m(l] strengthen the, fe‘qbﬂgilgnms;f o ARG
Kuvitig *éhe’éifully and zealgusly « dmchar ed our part as gdvpcatg of the ¢
leave ‘the tithes and the seasons ‘of" 1ts final establis*hment "Wv I D,
thoughts aré not ous thoughts; nor his ways our Ways’ ‘Atpﬁ' ":’ —FD féghggﬁ

- Would they seriously peruse this and kindred sermons,+ pbnents of
Umtamanm would. learn, that the:Unitariang: themselves  are’ ﬁsg fihte ‘of
the; diffieulties. which: beset their position in the Christian wotld, anltt ot d¥
all disposed to shrink from the contemplation of them, bém ﬁvi?ﬁ 58%‘,‘ \
from. the testimony of the word of -prophecy, that they. will ; ulf |
dxsappear beforé the, power of the pure gospel ; and, mtqr;gpgﬂ,wbp [mp,
full vinced of the truth of their own system, but are,.sometimes. diss
eﬁ by the gathering opposition to it, and the slow degress;by mhldhmtﬁ
‘.QBQESSIOn of the public mind, may, by the argumems;mdzcmxdergq.
) esented to their view, satisfy. themsdves,*l thatallhitid saxicesits
the' sim fle socuines of Christ, are by their very nature temp ,-amd that
there are.not, wanting md1cat10ns, even now, of the approach:of!:t eJtmh'é for
tbﬁmhamg:taken Qut of the way -»—wherefbre let ‘lshem EHnk Gdlf)hw ;&léé

e nd hornbhox ag s

eve; t at tﬁe GARse IR v,
urq ralglgn migt f;
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a0y i u.);e?: “’f:.““i »{i oA 00T G b 1 30 oewrs ot
ARrT. Aﬁ ——.ﬂpologze der Neuern Theologie des @’Eﬁng%mchen‘ Deutdhignss,
oSG . Apology, for ghe Madara -Fheolagy wof Euangelwatﬂ@e%nany
4 aunst zt,s' te,g& Onppanent.; or a Crétzque on the: Work ‘entitled ™ ’Stdte
} ségh Pq'ote,s‘tant; 1 Religioniin: Germany, by ngh Jamps Ro.fe ﬁj'
€. J. Brefschneider, of Gotha. Halle, 1826, Pp. 66. |

Der! Ziistand der Protestantischen Religion in Teutschland, é'c. Rose s Four
Discourses before the University of Cambridge, translated tnto German,
- with Notes by the Translator. Leipzig, 1828,

THE fisst of these works has been called forth by the appearance of the
German translatxon of Mr. Rose’s Four Discourses, of which. the title is
transeribed above, and of which some account may be seen in the first
number of qur present series (PP 48—53). Whatever may  have been
the’ object of ‘the * gdod-natused. friend” ,who ook the trouble to irform
the’German, divines of all the vxl which M@Bese had :said of them,* we
arq >1ad that an able man and, lemn;ed thealogiany : suéluas? the author of this
-has undertaken  their defence, and ex iposadg «amaf fatfve alone ¢ould
ef c}ua,lly expose, th&supenﬁcm& knowdeﬂgéi " é’rlel&éibns‘ of their
passxonateassailant. S A O ~’,‘_“ o

iuMrs Rose, as our readers ma){ recéﬂeé‘tz . 'ﬁli‘&yéd
audience on that happy inintaifity whith' ith oy’ r Chileg

ovativhs of efror, and coﬁt‘t eﬁ}(ﬁls'w the. awtil defoet |
) o 4018 ndigxg OWe &ﬁil‘hﬂ Artis

’n}aﬂos? fscribing ('fhe Felicity o 'f lﬁm )
¢les ‘which guide iee, falth‘,,ﬂ fHe represents: asamwils
lingly, bringing, befarg the, publ 1, % fmass.of :pammsusm@nmdww
zmoose whiich be;has selected fromutiie weilks\of the: Gﬁerm:m&g”md dmyw&vew
qgmmgﬂhl& reluptancé by therconsidératioer shat -the! iporebn’ Waé al > d¥
tenssvely diffused:- by the wmmgsfdf 'Sehlensrer, Rﬁse‘l‘lmﬁﬂér’ 'Ky jé
yet) iwheni heihas T addighi'-a “feasér hy e his ‘fiot " in égﬁge}f' ce,
endeaw&re’d&o refite’ the” Huthors” dp: 'ms ‘whom he 1th;g ,EZ ’gct,fp“gs
tﬁméﬁ higs! Pﬁ{ in'finé éaseﬁ out of - ten the opinions 4 Lreprnapy
% o only i sﬁ ‘which have been a thousand times. Arought for«
wm; «of ‘the Deists and as often confuted, - O these incons
mstent asseruons r. Bretschneider trmmphantly observes,— . . . .0/

b 5 r’j” 3]

;_.a.-.

t‘ yst we thmk of that man’s ¢ gaclty of Judgment whd ﬁtst of' au
say%M e. takes pen in hand to avert the progress of a corruption which'
:? an country threatens to insinuate 1ts into his own, -and: finishées
% 5& bi'v in , that. this very corruption has long exjsted in a thousand
‘dWn C(') ntrymen? ~ It is very true, that the writings of  the/En
glish T \é‘e;hﬁ&ﬁéi'é Sollins, Woolston, Tindal, Chubb, Morgan s were.all 1pn
tor the onistasies of modérn German theology ; andat a later day. Englan (f’
lren Puine - hnd we btill read from tiine to time in the pubhé apers, of works
m that country against Chtistianity. How' weak and devoid of

Jugfgmm&  tlign! does’ Mr. Rose appear, when he says, that thg prscopal»

TSI I AR T ;
,\ﬂ T,hmtmmlhmr pxofqama m have undertaken his w0rk in order 311;& ‘; sta;a frf
v I, msrm‘m; qus, whe. complain of Germaun theologmna and: phiTeRbphers
n?a%ql%ﬂ 1%.3 uced to s?ence, or at least brought to reflection.’’—Pref., p. By
Bretschneider seems scarcely to give him credit for so friendly a purpose; but it is fair
to 7ay that his notes, w}nch are not numerous, display ug sympathy mth&hﬁ acenser.

He ver fairl statcs the }pn, b,et ﬂll Mx. Bp;;e and m,ngaln nloginns to
bl "‘l z e m ACCOrding 1o eraxm amds
hm'd m v m“ e gclgs bfa pre-tsta ﬁqt}gg_,mggm, 9f theologiual, Ogmﬁ:t 4
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Church hag been protected agamst t}le evil which has befallen the Germans
by itg amcles, its, church gover nment, and its liturgy, and yet confesses that
this evil has striick ‘a thoisand rooys’irong His' ‘countrymen ™. Far be it from
'me ‘to iAstitute any sort of* comﬁarlson between our modern™theologians and
those Eriglish Freethinkers whose aim’is to ridicule Christianity and its his-
tory, and of whom one had thé audacity to enter into a calculation of its pro-
bable duration, and to fix; if I mistake not, the twentieth century as .the time
- in'which it will cease to.exist. What is the Episcopal Church benefited by
the controul’ whlch she exercises over the faith of her members and her
clergy, when, in this land of orthodoxy, the numbers of the church are con-
stantly diminishin f and Unitarian, Methodist, Quaker, and Independent con-

gregations are daily rising’ up and'i mcrea.smg ‘their niumbers ?’—P. 21.

- Mr. Rose had reproached the Protestants of Germany W1th claiming for
themselves the liberty to alter their religious system, as the progress of know-
ledge furnished them with juster views; and, assuming, accordmg to the usual
practice of orthodox writers,” that these juster views are merely arbitrary and
wanton changes of* opinion, "cliarges thém with exalting their own reason
above the authotity of " thé word of ‘God. To this Dr. Bretschneider makes
an admirable réply, apphcablé not only to Mr. Rose, ‘but to every one in
‘whose.mind Chnstlamty is so identifiéd with the articles of his own church,
that to attack thepne i§. o, h1 to be an mﬁdel to the other. :

© < Mr. Rose’ has entlrelgr mlsunderstood ‘the point to which the words of
Schrd‘ckﬁ réfdF; 'R is vt Gpeaking: of ’rell ion or Christianity, or the divine
cortérts of ‘o By lé bt ot‘ifh’e"t ieological system of ‘the chureli, a thing to
b caﬁ‘eﬁﬂ‘ly Bistingiistied frony ' Chrish a,mt;y "The doctrine of the church,
wgkiecher the ‘ei)an ical-or arny' obher s nothing else than the declaration ;éf
certain number of Christions; iz’ow ‘they understodd . the doctrine of the Bible,
,"gml ‘what’ t}tey'beﬁeved # to-b¢ } “and-u:Confession of Frith: only shews what «
ertain * church thought ot -a ceptamh timé oy vapecting the sense of.. that divine
z‘mlﬁtrow which: is contained it the Seriptures.. Let not:Mr. Rose- imagine
that %'gls i3_a ‘modern view of :the matter, for. the Augsburg’ Confession, the

€atechisnis of Luther, and the Articles of Schmalcalde, do not pretend: to be
sy thing “ore than historical ddcuments, shewing in what manner the teach-
érs of t & chiurch undefstood and- expounded the Scripturé at & givén time.
(Foi*m ‘Cofic. epit. p:672.) The clergy are then fully entitled to, examine
theése ‘opinions and intérpretations, and, believing the authors-of- them ‘to be
fallible men, they ceuld not do otherwise consxstent - with their teverence for
divine truth. The two things which Mr. Rose confounds, the doctrinal sys-
tein of‘ the ehurch and the doctrine of the Bible, are widel different indeed.
‘Liet Wit prodirce; if he can, a single passage of the Old or Néw Testament, in
w'h‘fch isfound the word Trinity, Persons in the Godhead, Sa tisfuation, Aibi-
Eloétion and Reprobation, Hereditary Sin, &e., or a passage in which it
lfh' ‘d that the Son is the second person in ‘the Godhead the Holy-Ghost
"‘thé"thil‘d“%he Father the first ; or that the Son and‘Holy Ghost are: God €qual
to" ﬁn oceedmﬁ from the Father or that Jesus has.. made aapsfpcnon for
‘84’5 ‘or'thdt mankind, by Adam’s fall, have lost the use of their. .reason and
freew111 All this is nothing more than the church’s gyaten }rospekt ,the
, decimtlons of Scripture, a proof of the manner in which she interpreted the
Eﬁ): e at the time when these doctrines were laid down, andof the inferences
~ which she drew From’certain passages which are ‘Fouhidl in ‘it Bnte to éxamine
whetheér shé Wik nght or wrong i in-so doing is not only a*hg*ht‘ ‘but? o’ dutyi—
Pp 27'—‘30 phe et ;‘z'\:‘.tﬂi’f'&""

Mr. Rose found himself at a loss for some ground on which to' ustﬂ’y the
raﬁ‘on “of thé Ed 'lsh’ %iurch from the Romish, and.yet den fy ithe right

b "othiér chiurehies o a} Chiistiand to- exercibe the. same fréedom, on
these a hci 0 ﬁudi ich the first Reforimers preserved: ! He flattered
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himself, however, that he had discovered a principle by which at once to
vindicate his own church and condemn others, when he alleged, that its
founders desired no -tnrovation in religion, but only a return to the doc-
trines professed by those who lived “ at the outset of the Christian system,”
that 1s, the fathers of the first three centuries. His acute antagonist thus
controverts the assumption that the Fathers are the best expositors of Scrip-
ture : |

““ He who can speak thus, can certainly never have cast a look upon the
writings of the Fathers of the three first centuries: for the author comes down
as low as the council of Chalcedon. As to the apostolical Fathers as they are
called, Hermas, Barnabas, Ignatius, Clemens Romanus, they contain, with
the exception of the Recognitions, no developement of Chrisfian doctrine, of
which we can make any use whatever ; they refer, as every one knows, very
rarely to the words of Jesus and his apostles, and occupfr themselves chiefly
with the Old Testament, which they expound allegorically, and which. their
ignorance of Hebrew prevented them from understanding. As to the Re-
cognitions and Clementine Homilies, the author cannot possibly have read
them, if he thinks they contain a genuine testimony to the meaning of Divine
Revelation. Will he, on the authority of the Clementines, admit that the
Old Testament has been corrupted in a multitude of places, and contains
many false and dangerous positions; or will he agree with Barnabas, who
fables in the fifth chapter of his Epistle, that Jesus chose the most sinful of
all men for his apostles, (rovs Bhvg awoorirovs eEehébaro Svrag dwip wloav
duapriay dvopwrégoug,) or will he, with the same author (ch. xii.) believe, that
the fourth book of Esdras contajns.diyine prophecies of Chfist, and that the
allegorical interpretation of the Old Testament is the:higher wisdom of Chris-
tians ?* ~Or will -he, with Hermas, .say, (Past, i, .3, }0,) ¢ Fast, and thou
shalt ‘receive divine revelations.;’- or, with thé same.author, (ibid i. 4, 2,)
‘ The Lord sent: his- angel-who “presides .qver the mld beasts and is called
Hegrin ;- or that the apostles, after-death, Aab_a,_{:gized in the invisible world ?
(Ib. i 36y M we advance beyend the apostolic Fathers, we find things still
move strange,’ and which it is 1mpossible to receive as a true exposition of
divine revelation. . So:Justin Martyr says, (Cohort. ad gent. g 19,) that the
devil in Paradise persuaded Adam and Eve that thay were gods, and this was
the origin of idolatry; that d®mens communicated magical books to men,
(Apel.i. p. 44,) and ‘that the divination of the pagans was accomplished by
means of ithé souls of dead men, over whom they obtained power by incanta-
tiony; and that the:Logos or Son is the second power after God. (Ib. p. 69.)

.#4.I amv-not, however, going to write a history of doctrines ; 1t may suffice
t0 say, that the reésult of the perusal of the Fathers, down to the year 325, is
no other than this ; they had not the doctrine of the Trinity, of hereditary sin,
of thednability of man to perform any thing good, or of the satisfaction of
Christ; they had no clear conception of the atoning virtues of the death of
Christ, and they held a variety of opinions respecting the origin of evil, and
had many superstitious notions respecting angels, deemons, the millennium,
and other things. Such are the witnesses whom Mr. Rose would have us re-
ceive as the most credible interpreters of divine revelation, as the best expo-
sitors bf: Seripture 1’—Pp. 32—35.

T, qur Rgview of Mr. Rose we noticed briefly the injustice of which he
had. been: guilty, in clagsing together, and condemning under the common
nitme of:Rationalists, all who had departed in any degree from the antiquated
doctrines of the Augsburg Confession. Dr. Bretschneider amimadverts very
m?re}yon this : |

o Thk:yglnéomnetence of Mr. Rose is opvioys in hig very defective know-
ledgeiof German . theology, and the;form which it has agsumed since 1750.
‘In orgter ¥ightly to understand and fm_rl_% to jadge.of it, it is necessary to at-
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tend partly to the very different directions which it has taken, partly to the
men by whom the impulse has been given, and partly to the degree of appro-
~ bation which their respective opinions have obtained. For if these are not
di’sqriminated,‘but all deviations from the system of the church are thrown
together under the title of ¢ a mass of pernicious opinions,” (according to the
energetic expression of the English theologian,) gross injustice is committed,
and 1gnorance of theology and its history betrayed. - Even a superficial know-
ledge of its history, since the middle of the preceding century, would have
furnished a four-fold distinction in the investigations respecting Christianity.
First, there were some, in whose opinion revelation altogether was nothing
but superstition, Jesus either a well-meaning enthusiast or an impostor, and
Christianity a mass of errors, and who therefore thought they were doing a
meritorious act in undermining its authority and exposing its weakness.
These were the successors of the English and French Freethinkers, of whom,
however, there were in Germany very few, and not one theologian among
them. To this class belong Wiinsch (the author of Horus) and the jurist
Paalzow. A second class is formed of those who wished to promote natural
religion at the expense of Christianity, who admitted the historical existence
of Jesus, but no divine operation of any kind in his religion, and thought they
could explain its origin and -the events of his own life entirely by natural
causes. They, therefore, represented the life of Jesus as a romance, himself
a member of secret societies, and treated the Holy Scriptures as merely
human books, which have been preserved by accident, and in which no word
of God is contained. To this class belonged chiefly C. F. Bahrdt, who was,
indeed, originally a theologian, but was soon removed from his office; the
laymen Reimarus, author of the Wolfenbiittel Fragments, and Venturini, au-
thor of the History of the great Prophet of Nazareth. Perhaps Brennecke
may be reckoned in the same class. A ¢hird and very different class is formed
by those whom we commonly-denominate - Rutionalists.  They agree in re-
recognizing in Christianity an institution at once divine, beneficent, and in-
tended for the welfare of mankind; in Jesus, a messenger of Providence;
and they believe that in the Scripture a true and eternal word of God is con-
tained, which is destined to be preserved and diffused by means of Scripture.
They only deny that in this there has been any supernatural and miraculous
agency of God; they consider it to have been the object of Christianity to
introduce into the world, to establish and to diffuse, a religion, to which
reason is capable of attaining, and they therefore discriminate in Christianity
the essential from the non-essential, the local and temporal from that which
is of 'perpetual validity. To this class belonged among philosophers Stein-
bart, Kant, and Krug; among theologians W. A. Teller, Lofller, Thiess,
Henke ; and of living authors, J. E. C. Schmidt, de Wette, Paulus, Weg-
scheider, Rohr. Lastly, there is a_fourth class, who regard the Bible as in a
higher sense a divine revelation than the Rationalists do, assuming an agency
of God in making it known, different from his ordinary Providence, while
they at the same time carefully distinguish the periods of this divine instruc-
tion, and rest the divinity of the gospel more on its internal evidence than on
miracles, and especially discriminate hetween the doctrine of Secripture and
the belief of the Church, reform the latter according to the word of God, and
subject revelation so far to the test of reason, that they hold that the former
should contain nothing that is contrary to, though it xay what is above rea-
son. ~This is the ground on which Doederlein, Morus, and Reinhard took
their stand, and 'which Ammon, Schott, Niemeyer, Bretschneider and others
continué to occupy. It is not less necessary to attend to the degree of credit
enjoyed by the respective defenders of these four classes of opinions, and the
extént to which they have been adopted by the theologians of Germany.
Tle fancies of Bahrdt and Venturini, the attack of the Wolfenbiittel Frag-
ments, Eck’s explanation of miracles from natural causes, and Brennecke’s
hypothesis thet otur Saviour lived twenty-seven yeurs on earth after his sup-
posed ascénsion, never obtained much currency, and have been long con-
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signed to oblivion. The conjectures and doubts of Semlér respecting both
the Bible itself and the most ancient works of the Christian Fathers weke
never generally adopted, and though the genuineness of several of the bodks
of the New Testament has been called in question, none of them have béen
impeached on sufficient grounds, except the Epistle to the Hebrews, which
even the ancient church rejeeted as not having proceeded from the Apostle
Paul. On the other hand, systematie Rationalism, that of Rohr and Weg-
scheider, has been adopted indeed, but only by the minority of theologians;
while the opinions of the fourth class have acquired for themselves a perma-
nent footing amongst the majority, and their prevalence, not only among the
clergy but also the laity, may be regarded as the decided result of the theolo-
gical investigations of the last eighty years. The class of blind zealots for
every thing which the symbolical books contain—doctrines not capable of
proof from Scripture and repugnant to reason—the class in which are found
the denunciators of all rational theology, is every day becoming more insig-
nificant;, and must by degrees die out.”—Pp. 45, et seq. ‘

After this clear and candid statement we trust that no one, who has any
regard for his own character, will repeat Mr. Rose’s accusations of a denial
of the divine authority of Christianity against the great body of German
theologians. - Dr. Bretschneider, who, from his station and experience, must
know the fact better than one who has travelled hastily through the country,
conversing of course by preference, where he could find them, with those
blind zealots whose race is becoming extinct, assures us, that the class
which comprehends the majority of the present German clergy, admits an
agency of God in the revelation of Christianity, different from his ordinary
Providence, that is, they are not antisupernaturahists. This information will
be very unwelcome to those who would fdin persuade men that faith and
reason cannot be conciliated. We trust, however, that their love of truth
will get the better in this instance of their hatred of reason, and that they
will not persist in reiterating charges, advanced by a writer who could have
no means of knowing their accuracy, and denied by one who has had the
best opportunity of ascertaining their falsehood. We subjoin Dr. Bretsch-
neider’s concluding remarks : "

«“ We forgive Mr. Rose, as an Englishman, his inconsiderate attacks on so
many respectable men, and on a whole order who are justly deserving of esti-
mation. A thorough-bred Englishinan easil(ir takes the form for the essence
of things, and considers the essence as in danger of being destroyed if the
form is lost. He would think there was an end of all justice, if judges and
barristers did not come into court in the gowns and wigs of elder days, and
that the constitution of his country was ruined, if the Lord Chancellor did not
sit in parliament on a woolsack. Just so Mr. Rose thinks there i3 an end of
religiion, if theology lays aside the stiff garb of the S{mbohcal books, or the
liturgy ceases to speak in the language of the sixteenth century, and that the
ruin of the church is impending, because the clergy choose rather to take the
Apostles for their teachers, than the theologians of the Reformation. The
weakness of mankind has always led them to confound their notion of reli-
gion with religion itself, and to prophesy its destruction when any.change
took place in the mode of its conception. ¢ Chpstmmt{vx_s in danger,” was
the cry in the time of the Waldenses, of the Hussites, of Wickliff, and of the
Reformation ; and yet it was only the system of the Romish church that was
in danger, and not religion, which, on the contrary, by means of these refor-
mers, was invested with a garb more suited to the age, and inspired with new
and more widely beneficial activity. Human modes of conception are ever
changing ; and had religion been so poor and narrow a thing that it could only
exist in some one of these modes, it must long since have perished.. It is not
given to man to bind the Spirit of (%od 2in the letter of a liturgy or a confes-

1
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sion of faith, or tq fetter it by the acts of- Romish councils or the Thirty-nine
Articles of the episcopal chureh: it operates -where. it will, sanetifying the
heart, through the medium of every form. And this sanctification is the prin-
cipal thing. When we. see it, accompanied by a Christian life, among these
who here and there dissent from the creed of the great ecclesiastical societies,
we may tranquillize ourselves and forbear to sound the alarm. Fhe Spirit of
God will continue its work of illuminating and sanctifying, and bring -back
the mind of man to the right path, if it have gone astray. May this thought
‘calm the apprehensions of those who have been alarmed by the prognosties of

Mr. Rose, and of similar prophets of evill”

Arr. IlL.—Journal de la Société de la Morale Chrétienne. Journal of
the Soctety of Christian Morality. Vol. 1. andIL. Paris. |

-THis Society was organized in December, 1821, at which time the Duke
de la Rochefoucauld Liancourt was called to preside over the Institution.
We cannot better explain the intentions of this Society than by giving an
abstract of its prospectys, which was signed by all the original subscribers,
and which forms the basis of the labours and the publications of its
mewbers: = Coae |

¢ Though egoﬁtical'?“sciéhcg seems at present to occupy too exclusively
those who refleet on‘the means of ameliorating the condition of mankind,
- ‘and -though' there i§ a téndency to believe that the study and application of
these sciences are sufticient for all the necessities of the human condition, yet
it is ‘certain that all' the friends of truth have not the same exaggerated con-
fidence in the effects of this social meckanism, and that many among. them, see
the 'necessity ‘of turning their attention, and that of their contemporartes,
t%ward‘s sources of improvement more abundant, and which more immediatﬁfy
affect us. = | | | | |

“'To this end we constantly meet with writings and efforts full of zeal, the
success of which is a sufficient reply to the detractors of our age; and it can-
not be denied, that the present age is more fruitful than any which hag pre-
ceded it, in useful discoveries, in generous projects, and in charitable esta-
blishments. Many societies have recently been formed, in different Christian
countries, which labour with disinterestedness for the progressive. civilization
of mankind and the improvement of their moral and religious state,, France
has' not remainei a stranger to these laudable attempts. Useful asgo,ciations
have been formed in the capital and in the departments; and what is mest
consoling is, that, wherever they have been created, men of various opinibns,
laying aside their former prejudices, have united together ; thinking, with
reason, that their differences ought not to be an obstacle to any great good in
which they are called to concur. o

“ Encouraged by these circumstances, and persuaded that most of the evils
which mankind deplore are the effects of their own mistakes concerning. what
is 'il'cé_'égs ary to their happiness, many friends of humanity think that the time
has arrived when a soc ety may be successfully established which may upite
its efforts to recall men to the only source of true happiness, namely, to the
precepts of Christianity—precepts essentially the same as the ep,tpi-‘ has
engraven ‘in the hearts of all, but which Jesus Christ has devcldp'e' and ‘p'ré-}
sented in a luminos and ‘attractive manner, and recommended b }h’e most
powerful, motives; though, unhapfiﬁr, they are too little knmown, too liftle
respected, and ahove all, too little followed.” To interest men in ‘thé ‘sadred
¢orle which embraces these divine precepts, to inspire them with the desire'of

searching into them more diligently, and thus to conduct tliem to those bene-
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volent sentiments which shall dispose them to abjure all hatred, all bitterness
and dissension, and te love one another, to treat each other as brethren, ‘and
in fine, to seek and procure peace; what end more delightful could be pro-
posed? what more noble employment and direction could be given to our
means and efforts? Such are the ends of' this infant Society, which is to take
the title of the Society of Christian Morality, having for its object the appliva-
tion gf‘ the ﬁreoepts ((if hristianity to the social relations. .

““ Some have condemned this title as being too vague, and embracing too
many objects not distinctly indicated. It must suflice at present to say, to all
who are animated by generous sentiments, and the noble desire to concur in
solacing the evils and diminishing the vices which afflict mankind, that the
Society already exists; that it is composed, and will continue to be composed,
of members from all communions; one of the fundamental articles of the
statutes declaring that, in its proceedings, there shall be no question, except
concerning truths on which different communions are agreed, and especially
concerning the principles of that sacred morality on :r%ich the most bitter
detractors of Christianity have been compelled to bestow their admiration;
and that, in fine, the Society will abstain from touching on thaose points which
have divided Christians; the discussion does not enter into the circle of its
active duties. | -

“ It will be perceived by the regulations, that whatever may give rise to
discussions difficult in their nature, and contrary to the intentions of the
Society, will be banished from its publications, and from all its proceedings.
But, in avoiding what the Apostle calls foolish and unlesrned questions, know.
ing that they do engender strifes, (2 Tim. ii. 23,) we shall insist so much the
more on the sublime precepts of Christian morality, and, upon the essentiel
truths which serve as the basis for their support, concerning which there can
be no dissension. | | - L A

¢ Persuaded that such a project cannot fail to be approved, and full of con-
fidence in Divine Providence, which is pleased to bless what is conceived with
pious and charitable views, the founders of the Society trust that their hopes
will' be crowned with success; and they invite all wha cherish the. same
sineere wishes for the good of mankind to participate with them in their
undertaking.”

We have never seen it more fully recognized, and it is what mankind ever
have been and still are very slow to realize, that Christianity is a great moral
system ; - that it proclaims peace on earth and good-will to men ; and that ifs
doctrines are of little value separate from the moral ends which are made the
test of their importance. Here are no reproachful allusions to Papists or
Protestants—no revival of names which have set a nation on fire—of Janse~
nist, Jesuit, or Huguenot. Equally free is the language of this prospectus
from degraded views of human nature. While it avoids exalting dogmas
above duties, it boasts not of the blessings of ignorance, as the mother of
devotion. It treats mankind as beings in every respect worthy to be en~
lightened, and capable of forming opinions and exercising conscience for
themselves. There is much in what we have now cited, and throughout

. this journal, to exalt our opinion of the present character and condition, and
to encotrage our hopes of the growing hberality and elevation of the French
le. - ' ,
pe?\g’hen was it before in France (and how rare has it been in any country |)
that Christians of different communions acted together for_ any purpose, 1n
which Christianity was the professed basis of their operations? This en-
lightened toleration is ope of the best eyidences of religious and moral
improvement. | . :
ounded on such a broad basis of charity, as we have seen, it may readily
be canceived that the Society would find some opponents among the Catho-
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lies; who would be apt to think that a union, professedly on Christian
grounds, between Protestants and Papists, would be to concede too much to
the former: that it would be at least to acknowledge them as Christians, if
it did not go far to countenance them as members of a true church.
Accordingly, some -individuals among the Roman Catholics blamed the
conduct oFy those belonging to their chureh, who had thus associated them-
selves with members of other Christian communions. This induced M.
Llorente, one of the council of administration, on his own account, and in
behalf of other Roman Catholies who belonged to the Society of Christian
Morality, to make a communication in their defence, a defence alike inde-

pendent and conciliating.

“ Why is it,” he inquires, * that some individuals of the Roman Catholic
Church speak in the manner they do of the conduct of their fellow-worshipers,
merely because they have co-operated with members of other communions?
Charity to our neighbour, and the precepts which it imposes, have not been
objects of controversy among different Christian communions, for more than
three centuries. I know not the motive for censuring the union of a Roman
Catholic Christian with Protestant Christians, for a common object, and one
so worthy of all men who profess that evangelical morality which our divine
Master, Jesus Christ, promulgated, in order that it might be practised by all
Christians ; that is, by all who shall acknowledge the gospel as the fundamen-
tal law of morals, and who are not contented with a philosophical morality
g)klxlrnded only in the laws of nature, and interpreted by philosophers instead of

Christians.” <

After some remarks, in which he professes that he and his Catholic asso-
ciates consider themselves justified in the course they have adopted by ¢ the
literal sense of the Sacred Scriptures,”” M. Llorente proceeds to examine
those texts which guard the true Christian against heretics, and te shew their
inapplicability to Protestants as a body : citing also those passages which
command mutual forbearance and brotherly love. All this is done with
perfect deference to his own church; and he concludes by saying,

‘““ It is suflicient for me to know, that neither Jesus Christ, nor the Apos-
tles, nor my church, forbid me to associate with religious, pious, and charita-
ble Christians, although they follow, as to certain doctrines, an opinion oppo-
site to mine; since that difference does not hinder our co-operation in works
of charity. Not only is it not forbidden, but, on the contrary, the first law
of Christianit (whic{ 1s charity) cornmands me to unite with such a Society,
since it affords me ocecasion and means of doing good, that I could not enjoy
by myself, or when united only with other Catholics, who had not the oppor-
tunities which the Society of Christian Morality possesses, to spreag the
good doctrine through the known world.”

We have made these large extracts to shew what must be gratifying to
every hiberal and enlightened Christian ; namely, the truly evangelical spirit
which inspires many distinguished men in France, belonging to the two

eat divisions of the church.  Such a spirit, notwithstanding it is shewn by

. Llorente that its exercise in co-operation with Protestants is not incon-
sistent with fidelity to his own church, forms a new era in its historys Never
before was the same liberality shewn to any great extent ; and the partition
wall must have become exceedingly weakened, when so many distinguished
members of a once infallible church are allowed to vindicate their union
with other Christians, for the highest Christian purposes. We lament the
decease of M. Llorente, which took place not long after his communication
was published in the Journal. He was a distinguished ecclesiastic during a
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great part of his life, and was always sincerely attached to his church : but,
above all, he was an advocate for toleration t%’om principle. Thus he was,
in its proper sense, a member of the true Catholic Church ; for he was rot
afraid to call every good man, of every Christian communion, a Christian,
Priestcraft must quail when she is approached by men so enlightened and
benevolent, and, at the same time, so religious. Where she bears the
greatest sway, learning stands aloof, or takes refuge in chilling infidelity.
But we delight to hail every advance in toleration, believing that it will be
attended with some proportional advances in religion.

We have occupied so much room in shewing the general spirit which
pervades the Society of Christian Morality, that we are able only to name,
n conclusion, some of the particular objects, to which its attention has been
directed.

At the General Annual Meeting, 17th April, 1823, M. Remusat, one of
the Secretaries; made a report of the past doings of the Society ; premising,
that in consequence of its infancy he came rather to speak of what was
designed than of what had been accomplished. After speaking of the legiti-
mate influence of Christianity on moral conduct, and denying every thing

~sectarian 1n the Society, he claims for it the merit of being a new attempt at
association, in a country where the principle of association is little known,
and slow in its operation. He proceeds to mention what had been done for
‘the well-being of the Society, and names some of. the particular; objects
which had employed the attention of the council. At the meeting of the Sth
of Aprl, Joseph Price, one of the English Society of Friends, was present,
and called the attention of the council to the consideration of the best moral
means of effectually abolishing the Slave Trade. A committee was accord-
ingly appointed for that purpose, aud a report made by the Baron de Stael.
It 1s highly gratifying as well as propitious to the cause of humanity, to find,
as we do, from this report, and from other movements of the Society, that
it is bringing into close alliance and cordial co-operation, not only the
greatest plnlanthropists, but also individuals of the highest rank and greatest
influence, in France and England ; promising something, we hope, for the
cause of peace, and for the extinction of those national antipathies which
have so long existed between those great rival countries. '

NOTICES.

CRITICAL

Arr. IV.— Lectures on the Evidences
of Christéanity, with an Introductory
Lecture on Religion in General, and
one on the Authenticity of the Jeur
tsh Scriptures; delivered in the Uni-
tarian Chapel, Preston, Lancashire.
By Robert Cree. 12mo. pp. 414.
Preston, printed by Addison ; sold
by Sherwood and Co., London.
1827. :

How. many more volumes must the
Unitarians put out in defence of revealed
rcligion, before the *¢ orthodox’’ will
drop the silly cry against them as unbe-

licvers ? The charge is rarely honest ;
and where it is 8o, there must exist a
degree of ignorance or of bigotry, or of
both, which excites astonishment, but is
well entitled to heartfelt pity. Regard-
less of those that make an unmeaning
noise, to keep up one another’s courage,
the Unitarians will still, we trust, main-
tain their station in the Christian world
as advocates of Divine Revelation. They
alone can decfend the gospel upon the
true principles of reason and evidence,
Other champions of Christianity . are
obliged to adopt their modes of reasoning
when they meet the unbeliever in the
ficld of argument.
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The-author of these ¢ Lectures’’ does

' not make pretensions to originality ; how

little, indeed, can be said that is new
upon such a subject! He aspires only
to the merit of instructing the young and
the poor. -(Pref. p. viii.) For this end
he is well qualified ; and his ‘¢ Lectures’’
will be read with satisfaction not only by
these classes of the community, but also
by those of other classes that feel a lively
interest in their moral and spiritual wel-
fare. ‘

The following are the contents of the
volume : Lect. 1. Introductory. 2. Au-
thenticity of Jewish Scriptures. 3. An-
tecedent Probability of Christian Revela-
tion. 4. Testimony. . 5 and 6. Miracles.
7. Prophecy. 8 and 9. Internal Evidence.
10. Collateral Evidence.

From the last ‘¢ Lecture,’’ we select a
few passages on the moral power of the
Christian religion; and we shall be much
gratified to learn that these specimens of
Mr. Cree’s style, and mode of argument
and illustration, induce our readers to
make his little volume their own.

‘¢ It was the influence of the'religion
of Jesus upon the human heart, which
rendered the illustrious Newton, in the
midst of his discoveries and his honours,
simple and unostentatious as a child;
which imbued his great mind with true
Christian piety, candour, and charity;
and which induced him to approve him-
self rather to God than to man.

““ It was the influence of his divine
Master’s precepts and example, which
caused William Penn to meet persecution,
and imprisonment, and wrong, for the
sake of religion and a good conscience.
He chose rather to suffer affliction with
the people of Gad than to enjoy the case
and disgrace of a time-serving spirit.

““ It was the influence of Christianity
which formed the mind of Locke to cha-
rity and goodness, and induced him to
write his admirable letters on tolera-
tion ; and, throughout life, to be the
steady friend of civil and religious li-
berty.

‘¢ [t -was the influence of Christianity
which formed the character of Doddridge,
who declined the patronage of the great,
and sacrificed proffered emoluments to
the dictates of conscience. His habitual
piety and Christian moderation may be
gathered from the well-known beautiful
lines which he wrote under the motto of
his family arms :

‘¢ ¢ Live while we live, the epicure would
say,
And seize the pleasures of the present
day.
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Live while we live, the sacred reader

- crles, y
And give to God each moment as 1t
| flies.
Lord, in my views let both united
be ; '

1 live to pleasure when 1 live to thee.’

‘“ It was the example of his divine
Master which caused Howard to go about
doing good, and, in his own country, to
spend a great portion of his ample in-
come in befriending the virtuous poor.
It was in the true spirit of Christian be-
nevolence that he visited the prisons of
almost the whole continent of Europe
and part of Asia, in order to alleviate
the woes of the prisoner and captive,
and to succour the unfortunate and the
distressed wheresoever they might be
found.

¢ It was the influence of Christianity
which induced the learned Dr. Lardner
to give his nights to the student’s lamp,
and to devote his talents to the service
of his fellow-disciples, by collecting the
evidence and elucidating the doctrines of
the religion of his divine Master.

‘¢ It was the example of Christ which
induced Lindsey to give up the prefer-
ments and the emoluments of the church,
of which he was an ornameut, and teo
sacrifice all his worldly interests for the
sake of truth and a good conscience.

““ It was the example of Christ which
caused Whitefield and Wesley to lay aside
the ease of ordinary life and duties, and
to go about seeking to reclaim sinners
from the error of their ways.

¢ It was the example of Christ which
induced Priestley to labour incessantly
in the service of his brethren; to endure
calumny, and reproach, and persecution,
for the sake of religious liberty and una-
dulterated Christianity.’’—Pp. 383—385.

‘“ But Christianity has not only been
the means of forming to degrees of mo-
ral excellence, unknown to heathen
times, many distinguished individuals,
both of this and of every country where-
in its authority has been acknowledged,
but it has also exercised its holy and
beneficial influence over all classes and
descriptions of men. If, indeed, it were
possible, that, like the systems of anti-
quity, it should be beneficial only to the
studious few, if it were instrumental in
forming only a comparatively small nam-
ber of useful or brilliant characters,
while it left the great mass of society
unimproved and immoral, little could be
hence inferred respecting its divine au-
thority. The great: distinction and glory
of the Christian religion are, that like
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the sun, or the air, or like the rain from
heaven, it cheers and blesses all. To
the poor, to the many, to collective man,
the gospel addresses itself. It is not
contained in a book burdened with terms
of art, and obscured by logical subtleties.
It is not the book of the learned, the
scribe, the priest or the elder, but it is
every man’s book, and to its authority
every man may appeal, and by its direc-
tion every man walk. Therefore the in-
fluence of Christianity is not to be sought
for in any particular class or description
of men, but in the condition and circum-
stances of the whole community, And
herein will the benefit arising from the
influence of the religion of Jesus be
abundantly manifest, and herein does it
furnish, abundautly, collateral evidence
of its divine authority.”’—Pp. 386, 387.
“‘ With regard to the objection arising
from the comparatively small portion of
mankind acknowledging the authority of
Christianity, I observe, that this fact
ought not to furnish an objection against
Christianity, any more than that the
comparatively small portion of mankind
acknowledging the authority of truth in
general, should furnish an objection
against any particular truth. Truth,
wheresoever it may be found, loses none
of its divine character, is neither the less
adapted to the circumstances of man, nor
the less calculated to secure his improve-
ment and happiness, although it may be,
as in fact it 1s, unheeded and disallowed
by the greater portion of the human race.
In like manner, the divine nature of
genuine Christianity is not changed,—it
is neither the less adapted to the wants
and circamstances of man, nor the less
calculated to accomplish his improve-
ment and secure his happiness, notwith-
standing that the greater portion of man-
kind hitherto reject its authority. Like
truth, of whatsoever kind, it is destined
to make its beneficent progress in the
world, although it may, at various times,
and under particular circumstances, pro-
ceed by comparatively slow degrees.
When, indeed, we consider the effects
which Christianity originally produced—
when we consider what a benign influ-
ence it exercised over the minds of num-
bers even during the times of its greatest
corruptions — when we reflect that it
formed the characters of those great men
who were instrumental in resisting the
furthep spread of these corruptions, and
in commencing a reformation which is
still in progress—when we consider that
it has been the chief means of all those
beneficial changes in the institutions of a
great. portion of the human race, that

841

have occurred since the era of the Refor-
mation—when we.consider what muiti«
tudes of every sect and party it is con-
stantly forming to the practice of all
righteousness, what may we not antici-
pate from its influence, when it shall
have been restored to its ancient purity—
when it shall have been freed from the
complex and uncharitable doctrines, the
contradictory creeds, and the unholy al-
liances of human origin? = That it will
be restored to its original state—that
those uncharitable creeds which are yet
permitted to disgrace the Christian world,
and which counteract the benign opera-
tion of the gospel by furnishing spiritual
weapons to the bigot, on the one side,
and objections to the unbeliever, on the
other, will be rejected, and only the truth
as it is in Jesus, acknowledged—and that
the unheoly connexion between the church
of Christ and the policies of this world
will be dissolved, may be confidently
looked for, when we consider what re-
formations have already taken place, and
what a spirit of inquiry has gone forth
amongst mankind, Then, and not till
then, may men look for the rapid diffu-~
sion of the Christian religion, and the
fulfilment of the prophetical Scriptures,
*The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and
ever,” '’—Pp. 399—401.

‘wamsasssauily

Art. V, Journey from DBuenos
Ayres, through the Provinces of
Ugrdova, Tucuman and Salta, to
Potosi, &c., undertaken on behalf of
the Chilian and Peruvian Mining
Association. By Captain Andrews.
1827. 2 Vols. '

Not being disposed to decide between
the rival opinions on the subject of South
American Mining held by Capt. Andrews
and Captain Head, (the latter of whom
has, if report speak truly, the advantage
of reviewing himself in the Quarterly,)
we shall extract a passage marking the
effect which the Revolution appears to
be rapidly producing on the old ascen~
dancy of the clergy. We wigh there were
reason to believe that any better system
is likely to take the place of the old su-
perstition when destroyed. |

¢ Still even the relics of the papal
edifice and of Spanish tyranny are ee-
cretly mouldering, and they fall one after
another, without any external signs suf-
ficiently obvious to alarm the observer
who would :arress, the progress of their
destruction. From Cordova the aboli-
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tion of the fees of the church has gra-
dually spread throughout the united pro-
vinces of Peru. It was impossible, how-
ever, not to remark the want of personal
attention observable on the occasion of
the Bishop of La Paz passing through
the city on his route from Upper Peru,
whence he had been driven to embark at
Buenos Ayres for Old Spain. If it were
reasonable to feel regret for the decay of
any church, the object of which was its
own temporal ambition and emoluments,
and the oppression and superstitious
misleadings of its people, it must have
been felt here. The doctors, canons,
and friars, more especially the Francis-
cans, to which order the prelate belonged,
swelled his train, and did their best to
inspire respect. Every effort of the ex-
piring influence of the church was exert-
ed. A grand Bishop’s Mass was cele-
brated with all the pomp, parade, and
circumstance, of the Romish ritual, the
impressive grandeur of which was over-
awing to the senses ; but the people
were far more intent on examining the
person of this mean-loeking little eccle-
siastic during the ceremony of mitring
and robing, than on any act of devotion.
‘¢ It had been so long since a service
of the preceding nature had been wit-
nessed at Cordova, that the master of
the ceremonies had become rusty from
disuse. He was several times at fault
in attiring the bishop, at which the lat-
ter was evidently embarrassed. At the
close of mass, he was again divested of
bis gorgeous frocking, and passing down
the aisle of the cathedral, dispensed his
blessing, but in a manner neither grace-
ful nor dignified. At last he hurried
from the edifice, as if mortified with re-
ceiving no other show of deference than
a sly glance or two of adoration from an
old Beatifica, and the beggarly implorings
of some palsied kneeling incurables. He
was followed across the Plaza by a few
noisy boys, yelping, ‘¢ El Obispo! El
Obispo !”’—a degradation which the pre-
late should have been spared by the pro-
vision of a carriage. This Misa de Gra-
cia was succeeded a day or two after-
wards by a grand procession, which
obliged almost the whole city to come
down on its knees. All the church in-
fluence in the place was put in requisition
for this occasion, to obtain demonstra-
tions of respect. "The procession moved
from the cathedral with sacerdotal pomp,
and was nearly two hours performing
the circuit of the Plaza. The time was
filled up with the elevation of the host by
the bishop at altars erected -at the cor-
ners of the square, and gaudily decorated
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with half the valuables, private and pub.
lic, of the city. The governor and mem-
bers of the Cabildo, and others, who
followed the bishop with wax lights,
seemed to view this pious pantomime as
the last that would ever be exhibited
there, and to be now granted rather as a
tribute to fallen greatness than from any
respect to the ceremony itself, which was
truly worthy an age of the darkest super-
stition. The women, of whom there was
a vast concourse, gave it, by their devout
demeanour and sparkling eyes, an inte-
rest of which it would not otherwise be
susceptible in the view of an Englishman
not of the same faith.”’

ARrt. VI.—Hints to Parents. No. F1.
Religious Conversations, calculuted
Sor Young  Children, during the
Sirst period of Educatzon in the
Spirit of Pestalozzi’s Method. 1ls.
Harvey and Darton.

HaviNG recently noticed the first five
numbers of the work before us, it is due
to our readers to give a slight account of
the sixth, which has since been put into
our hands, and heartily do we wish we
could continue the same commendatory
strain. There cannot, however, be any
thing less Pestalozzian in spirit and exe-
cution than these religious conversations.
They are cold and wordy ; the instruc-
tion is altogether imparted by the parent,
nor are the child’s powers and feelings
exercised. Qur feeling has been that of
extreme disappointment, mixed with sur-
prise at this unwarrantable assuinption
of the name and authority of Pestalozzi.
And we cannot help recurring to the

prophetic words of that great individual :

“The forms of my method will not
escape from the common lot of all forms
—they will fall into the hands of men
who neither perceive nor seck their spiri¢,
and in the hands of such men their effect
will be lost in itsclf.”’—Pestalozzi’s Pre.-
face to the Mother’s Book.

Art. VII.— A Second Appeal ad-
dressed to the Sons of / rael, the
Chosen Nation, and to those of the
Nations their Brethren who believe
Jesus to be the Messiah. By A. E.
Caisson. 8vo. pp. .12. London,
1827, Hunter.

WE gave some account, p. 603, of
the first * Appeal” of this Israclite to
his brethren. In this *¢ Second,” he
addresses Christians as well as Jews;
and we think his remonstrances and
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- warnings are entitled to the serious at-
tention’ of both communities. He con-
siders both as transgressors against the
religious law acknowledged severally by
them, and he calls upon the Jew to look
to Moses, and upon the Christian to look
to Christ. : »

We have space but for one extract :

¢ Our Holy Writings are filled with
the reproaches of the prophets against
our fathers of the house of Israel, for
their repeated rebellions, their depar-
tures from the law. The prophets that
they had set up for themselves, prophe-
sied falsely; and the priests bore rule
through their means, and the people
loved to have it so. Is not this reproof
equally applicable to the nations, which
profess to be the followers of Jesus?
Have not their prophets prophesied
falsely? Do not priests bear rule
through their means, and do not the peo-
ple love to have it so? If the Holy Land
was at one time polluted with images of
false gods, has tiot Europe, and all the
nations who have received the gospel,
been defiled with images, and with
crosses set upon their places of worship ?
Nay, do not the people now delight in
these things, and delight in having the

icture of a dead man before their eyes
in the midst of their devotions ?

‘¢ The picture of a dead man, or the
picture of a man in the agounies of death
in a place of worship—what a horrible
conception ! What a profanation of every
thing that is sacred ! What think ye,
that Louis the Eighteenth, when he re-
turned to France, would have thought of
a procession to congratulate him, which
carried on high the representation of the
guillotine, presenting to him pictures of
the miserable catastrophe which ended
the days of his brother on a scaffold ?—
So far from this being the case, all the
pictures and prints relative to that trans-
action were carefully secluded from the
public view.—Will the Supreme, then,
do you think, be pleased with represen-
tations of the suflerings of his beloved
Son? Does he require to be put in
mind every weck of his agony and bloody
sweat, his death and sufferings on the
cross 2 No, my brethren ; the Supreme
is to be approached in a very different
manner. This talk of agonies too much
resembles the cutting and slashing of
the priests of Baal, by which they at-
tempted to provoke the attention of a
god, who was peradventure asleep, or
on a journey.”—Pp. 6, 7.

This convert from the Hebrews to
Unitarian Christianity, promises his na-
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tion ¢ a future address;’ and we hear-
tily wish that his ‘¢ Appeals’’. may awa-
ken the House of Israel from their
slumber of ages. He may, perchauce,
also stir up inquiry into the strange
worship of Christendom, in the minds
of some Christians whom the expostula-
tions of native fellow-christians have
hitherto failed of impressing.

Anr. VIIL.—The Crown of Righte-
ousness. A Discourse delivered at
Bridport, April 29, 1827, on occa-
sion of the Death of the Rev. G.
Barker Wawne. By Edward Whit-
field. 8vo. pp. 28. Exeter, printed
by Besley; sold by R. Hunter,
London.

Mr. WAWNE was a truly amiable, re-
spectable, and useful Christian pastor,
and will be remembered by his generation
with affectionate regret. The preacher
of his Funeral Sermon has done justice,
but not more than justice, to his superior
talents and mawpy virtues. From this
interesting tribute to his memory we
glean a few particulars relating to his
exemplary life and Christian death.
+. % By one of those events which to
the eye of mortals is inscrutable, our
deceased friend was deprived, at a very
early age, of the blessiugs of maternal
tenderness and instruction. To him,
however, such was the goodness of his
disposition, this loss was of less conse-
quence than to many; and he advanced
in life displaying great sobriety of mind,
and evincing such a thirst for knowledge
as no acquisitions could assuage.”’—Pp.
17, 18. ¢ Born and edueated amongst
the Wesleyan Methodists, his first reli-
gious impressions were, of course, in
harmony with the opinions of that gect
of Christians; but his mind could pot
rest satisfied with them. He sought for
himself till conviction came upon him ;
till one by one, he relinqxished their pe-
culiar tenets, and professed the faith in-
culcated in that passage of Seripture,
¢ There is one God, and one Mediator
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus.” At this time he was entering on
the world, and his prospects were smi-
ling. The way to success, and even to
wealth, was opening before him. But
he could not chain his mind to business.
He longed to be more than commonly
useful in the world; he aspired to the
office which he held in this jplace with
such distinguished honour to himself aud
advantage to you. His flattering pros-
pects were relinquished without a sigh ;
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and he removed to Manchester College,
York, that he might pursue that course
of study, which should fit him for his
ministerial labours. Dmmg the  five
years he spent iu that retirement, his
conduct was exemplary. There, knows
ledge poured itself like a flood around
him, and he drank deeply—too deeply
perhaps of its stream. There, his ap-
plication was intense ;3 and there, proba-
bly, he laid the foundation of that -dis-
order which eventually wasted his frame
and hastened his dissolutiou.  There, he
gained at once the esteem of his tutors
and the love of his colleagues.”—Pp. 18,
19. ¢ At the time our deceased friend
was completing his academical studies,
you, my brethren, incurred.a severe loss
by the death of the pastor who for
many years had directed your worship,
and watched over your eternal interests.
In your view, he appeared worthy to
succeed to the pastoraloffice ; aud. the
diligence and faithfulness with which he
laboured among you, proved that you
were not mistaken—evinced the wisdom
of your choice.””—P. 19. ¢ Whilst health
permitted the exertion, he laboured to
diffuse the knowledge of the truth as it
is in Jesus, and to fix in the minds of
others the principles and hopes by which
himself was influenced. When sickuness
had rendered him upequal to the task,
be still continued tp regard them as of
supreme importauce, and to derive from
them constant support, Of this it i3 in
my power to furpish you with a gratis
fying proof:—Conversing a few days
before his death with the friend who
was constantly at his side during his la~
mented indisposition, and who attended
him with a brother’s care, on the words
of the Psalmist, ¢ The sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit, a broken and con-
trite heart, O God, thou wilt not de-
spise 3° he observed, ¢ Is. it not strange
that so many persons can be found in
this enlightened age who believe impli-
citly in. -the popular doctrine of the
Atonement ?. At this time, when I am
turning my thoughts in every direction,
I do assure- you that the truth of the
Unitarian doctrine seems to shine out
more and more clearly.”’—Pp. 22, 23.
‘¢ He would fain bave been longer the
active. and faithful minister ; but he sub~
mitted with pious reaignatmn to the will
of God.. . His counfidence was invigorated
by the Apoatle 8 declaration to the He~
brews, ¢ Whom the Lord loveth he chas-
teneth, and scourgeth every gon whom
he receiveth,” It was this passage, so
consolatory to.the. Chr;snan, that callegd
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forth from him the following energetic
and powerful words: ¢ What shall it
profit a man if he gain the whole world
and lose his confidence in the truth of
these declarations?” Such passages are
the very touchstone whereon to try our
faith ! — Pp. 23, 24. “‘In the last
hours of his life, gratitude beamed in
his eyes, and the words of thaukfulness
fell from his lips. ¢ I am very thankful
to the Almighty,” he said, ¢ for the gra-
cious manuer in which he has supported
me during my long. illness. I think as
my afllictions increase, that my patience
becomes greater to endure them.” ”’—P.
24.

These passages shew how worthy a
successor Mr. Wawne was to the gentle
and pious Mr. Howe. The Unitarian
congregatxon at Bndport were singularly
happy in the ministry of two such ex-
emplary pastors, and we hope and trust
that the effects of their labours will lon
continue to be seen in the temper *ang
conduct of their surviving people. The
conclusion of Mr. Whitfield’'s Sermon
must have made a deep impression at
the time of delivery, and will, we are
persuaded, never be forgotten by the
Bridport Unitarians: it is an affecting
proof of the anxiety of their late minis-
ter in his closing moments for their spi-
ritnal and eternal welfare.

““'That he continued to cherish the
liveliest attachment towards you even to
the last hours of his existence, you are
ahout to receive an interesting testimony.
From one of his papers I have transcribed
the following passage : the circamstances
in which it was written, ‘and those in
which it is now read to you, render it
peculiarly solemn and affecting. Take it
as the dying farewell—the dying bene-
diction of your beloved pastor. €¢I can-
not refrain from expressing, though brief-
ly, my devout and earnest interest to-
wards the whole of the Christian society
of which [ have been the unworthy mi-
nister. May their abundant kindness to
me be rewarded by the best of all gifts,
the blessing of the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ! May he guide
them by his counsel here, and rveceive
them to everlasting felicity beyond the
grave} But oh! let all and each of
them remember, day by day, ¢ that whas-
soever a man soweth that he shall also
reap. He that soweth to the flesh, shall
of the flesh reap corruption ; but he that
soweth to the spirit shall of the sp,lhnt
reap life eve.rlastmg"" P. 27,‘2& /

e GuBtatien sag s and
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OBITUARY.

Uco FoscoLro.

LaTeELY died at Chiswick, in his 49th
year, Uco Foscoro, a man in whose
praise Italy was justly enthusiastic as
one of her ornaments, the most distin-
guished for talents, character, and ac-
quirements, though her intestine trou-
bles drove him to consume the prime of
his life in exile, and often in distress.
Foscolo’s family was originally Zantiote,
he himself being born under the domi-
nion of Venice, in the Adriatic, on board
a frigate of that state, as he mentions
in one of the best of his odes :

‘¢ Ebbi in quel mar la culla,’’ &c.

He was in early youth implicated in
some democratic movements in Venice,
and was summoned before the Inquisi-
tors of State. His mother, a high-spi-
rited lady, though a great Aristocrat, is
said to- have cried out to him in Greek
as he passed to the Tribunal, ¢¢ Die, but

do not dishonour thyself by betraying thy

friends.”’ He was, however, discharged,

and by the advice of friends went to

Tuscany, where, before he had attained
twenty years, he wrote his tragedy Tieste,
from which Alfieri pronounced that the
young poet would attain a celebrity sur-
passing his own.

Returning to Venice, he entered upon
public life on the occasion of the nego-
ciations with Buonaparte, as to the fate
of Venice, which ended in his betraying
that republic, and the confidence of those
whom he had encouraged in the promo-
tion of ‘democratic priciples, binding
them to his purpose, i the vain hope
that he would favour Italian indepen-
dence. The Venetian Republic, it is
needless to add, was sold to Austria.

Venice being no longer a country for
Foscolo, he retired into Lombardy, then
¢ the Cisalpine Republic,”” where he
wrote his romance, entitled ¢¢ Ultime
Lettere di Jacopo Ortis.”” *¢ No Italian’”

(it is an Italian who so observes) ¢ hav-
ing once read can ever forget it, or can

rest Satisfied with 3 single perusal, so
full is 1t' of ardent sentiment, and of the
purest lové of Italy, which he adored.”
Foscolo then entered into the army,
thd only'walk of life which seemed open:
to Kim. "He was shut up in Geneva du-
ring the famous siege of 1799 with Mas-
sina, but found time to writc two of the
most beautiful odes the Italians can
boast. He continued after the battle of

Marengo in the army, but had loug lost
his relish for French politics. On one
memorable occasion, the Congress of the
Cisalpine Republics at Lyons, under the
Consular authority, at which Foscolo
attended as Deputy (we believe) of Pavia,
full of the bitterness of disappointment
of his hopes for the real independence of
Italy, he eagerly seized the opportunity
to pour forth his mind fully and freely
to the face of the oppressor. He rose
and delivered a speech, no less remark-
able for the high-toned spirit of inde-
pendence, than for energy of thought,
feeling, and expression. If a panegyric
was expected by thé Consul from a flat-
tering slave, he was wofully disappointed,
for Foscelo proceeded to draw a strong
and eloquent picture of the abuses and
oppression of -the Government, and with
rapid .and ~masterly strokes of satire
fiashed - the follies and crimes of the
agents and’ ministers of’ a foreign power
in the ‘face of the consular: despotism
which employed'them. His delivery was
bold, easy, and unconstrained. With his
hands resting on the back of his chair,
he spoke his whole soul freely for more
than three hours ; and such was the ra-
pidity, energy, and authority of his man-
ner, 4s to defy or disarm all power of
interruption. 'This speech he afterwards
published, with a motto from Sophocles,
which he, against whom it had been
pointed, would understand, ‘¢ My soul
groans for my country, for myself, and
for thee.”’ '

To Buonaparte personally he said,
““ There is not one of the nobler quali-
ties of thy mind which we do not find in
the pages of history; in the profound po-
licy of Tiberius, in the philosophic spirit
of Marcus Aurelius, in the munificent
patronage of letters by Leo X. If most
of these supreme arbiters of the destinies
of our species have been unable to pre -
serve their memories from everlasting'
stalns, it is because they were men and
mortal, as thou art. Forget not that it
was neither the hopes nor the fears of
their contemporaries, but the voice of
posterity which pronounced just sen-
tences upon their tombs. Numerous and
illustrious are the examples which have
rendered sacred the maxim of the wise ;
let no man be accounted happy ot virtu-
ous on this side the grave !’ '

Foscolo ‘was, ho‘&rcver, "too heedless
and open to be much dreaded as a poli-
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tical enemy. He remalned for a consi-
derable time afterwards in an Itallan
regiment, in which, about 1805, he
formed part of ‘¢ the Army of England.’’
Disgusted with the service, and despair-
ing of his country, he, at this time, first
formed the desire of transporting him-
self, a voluntary exile, to England. This
design, however, he for a time aban-
doned, but he left the army, disliking its
commander, and himself obnoxious from
the freedom of his politics. He, however,
retained his rank as Captain. In 1807,
he published at Brescia, his celebrated
little poem, ‘¢ I Sepolcri.”’

In 1809, he was appointed Professor
of Literature at the University of Pavia;
and opeuned his course with one of the
most splendid and lberal orations ever
delivered iu Italy, ¢ Dell’ Origine e
dell’ Officio della Letteratura.”” This
oration was immediately followed by
one of Buonaparte’s decisive measures,
the suppression of the professorships of
literature not only in Pavia but at Padua
and Bologna. Foscolo, therefore, was a
professor only two months.

In 1812, he wrote another tragedy,
< Ajace,” which was politically applied,
whether the author designed it or not,
and he left the kingdom of Italy for
Florence, where several other minor
performances were written by him, and
particularly a biting satire in Latin
against some of those whom he esteemed
his rivals or persecutors, entitled ¢ Di-
dymi Clerici Prophetee minimi Hyperca-
lypseos Liber singularis.’”

During this period he cultivated the
Euglish language, and translated Sterune’s
Sentimental Journey. He also began
and finished .insulated portions of the

reat work for which he was so well
qualified, and which should have immor-
talized his name, the translation and
illustration of Homer. The first and
third books of the 1liad have been pub-
lished. Fragments of other books were
translated, but the work was, from his
extreme fastidiousness, and his enthusias-
tic admiration (amounting almost to awe)
of the original, exceedingly laborious, and
therefore taken up ouly at intervals.

In 1814, he was promoted to the rank
of Major, by the Regency at Milan, after
the fall of Buonaparte, and he ouce more
appeared on the stage of Italian politics,
rousing his countrymen by eloquent ad-
dresses, and endeavouring in vain to en-
list England in the cause of Italian inde-
pendence. It has been said that he was
implicated in a secret attempt to expel
the Austrians from Italy on the failure of
his avowed scheme: his own account,
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however, (and we believe the truth,) was,
that he could not bring his mind to
swear an allegiance to Austria, which
might have imposed upon him military
services in her interests. He resigned his
employments, (the emoluments of which
formed a considerable income,) and went
to Switzerland, and thence to England,
in a great degree, if not entirely, a volun-
tary exile. :

His reputation secured him a cordial,
we might say a brilliant, reception here,
from the highest ranks of literature, fa-
shion, and nobility. Nothing could be
more fascinating and interesting than bis
conversation, particularly on literary sub-
jects, and his favourite authors, Homer,
Dante, and Shakspeare. He spoke with
great fluency, energy, and brilliancy ; his
erudition was vast; and his memory
tenaclous in an extraordinary degree.
Those who kpew him at his cottage
(which, from the coutroversy oun the
AKolic Digamma, in which he took an
active part, he called Digamma Cottage)
saw him in the midst of all that exquisite
and refined taste could devise to adorn
his small but elegant dwelling—where
every thing was his own contrivance ;
and if he afterwards gradually sunk into
retirement and comparative oblivion, it
was certainly, it must be owned, in a
great degree his own fault. He was not
the man to cultivate or even endure the
patronage of any one long. He felt him..
self out of his proper sphere. An exile’s
life (as he would frequently, after the
fervour of political zeal had grown cooler,
acknowledge and bitterly lament) is often
necessarily one of social and even of mo-
ral degradation. Strong passions, ardent
genius, and eccentricities, for which it is
impossible to expect that adequate allow-
ances will be ordinarily made, often
placed him in positions from which his
was not a judgment or temper which
knew how to withdraw with prudence or
dexterity. Yet nope who knew him
ceased under any circumstances to re-
gard him with respect and estcem, and
in his last days of pain aund disease the
mention of his situation sufficed to bring
around him all the consolations which
liberality and friendship could minister
to bhis infirmities.

His pen was, during his residence in
England, busily employed. Some of his
papers in the Edinburgh and Quarterly
Reviews are well known. The greater
part of his literary engagements were on
subjects of temporary interest and for
the purpose of immediate pecuniary sup-
port. His Essays on Petrarch, his Ric-
ciarda (a tragedy), and the first volume
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of his Dante, (containing most able in.

troductory dissertations,) were his only
works of a higher character. But it was
not to the absence of desire to do greater
things and to leave works more durably
worthy of his name and country, that
we should attribute the necessity for
such an exhortation to nobler attempts
as that which lately appeared in the
Quarterly Review from the pen of one
most capable of duly estimating his great
powers. The terms of the appeal were
most flattering, but they, at the same
time, sharpened the pain of a mind
which found itself subdued by the more
craving urgency of providing for im-
mediate necessities. In the prosecution
of a last and most laborious effort of
this sort, conducted under circumstances
of great privation and affliction, his con-
stitution gave way, and a few months of
inaction ended in his death. He met its
gradual approach with perfect resigna-
tion, aud a feeling long ago expressed in
the concluding line of one of his beauti-
ful sonnets, selected by his friends as an
appropriate legend for his tombstone,

¢ Fors’ io da morte avrd fama e ri-
’ poso.”

One of the subjects on which his me-
mory was well stored, and in which he
took the greatest interest, was the poli-
tico-religious history of Italy during the
middle and immediately succeeding ages.
He had made some progress in a histo-
torical romance, of which Bern. Ochino
was the hero, and which was to have led
through a series of adventures in various
countries of Europe, illustrative of the
then state of mauners, literature, and
religious opinion.

Of some of the valuable information
which this distinguished man possessed,
we should have been allowed the benefit,
had his life been spared. Foscolo, whose
curiosity and thirst of information were
always active and eager, was one of our
readers, and the last book he read was
Dr. M‘Crie’s history of the attempts at
reformation in Italy, which he perused
with the design of communicating
through our pages the result of his own
observations on many points, which Dr.
M¢Crie’s imperfect work brought to his
recollection, and on various collateral
topics, about which our stock of infor-
mation is exceedingly meagre, while his
own store of materials was most abun-
dant.

Mnrs. ANN GLAZE.

May 11, at Jersey-City, opposite New
York, U.S., MARY ANN, wife of Mr. W.
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GLAZE, of the glass manufactory, lately
established in that new and rising town.
Mrs. Glaze was the only sister of the Rev.
J. B. Bristowe, of Ringwood, Hants.
She was born near Stourbridge, Wor-
cestershire ; and, with her family, be-
longed to the Presbyterian congregation
in that town. Some years after her mar.-
riage, accompanied by her father, and
mother, and three young daughters, she
set sail from Liverpool to New York,
whither her husband had previously emi-
grated ; and for many years the family
resided in that city. After the death of
her parents, Mr. Glaze, with his wife and
daughters, settled at Jersey-City, where
this much-respected woman died after a
short illness. Her remains were in-
terred in the burial-ground belonging to
St. John’s Church, New York, near those
of her honoured parents. Mr. Ware, the
Unitarian Minister, being from home,
the Rev. Mr. Jones, lately arrived from
England, performed part of the funeral
service in Mr. Glaze’s dwelling-house, and
then attended the corpse across the river
to New York, and concluded the whole
at the grave, in the presence of many
sincere mourners, most of them, indeed,
natives of Great Britain, who voluntarily
appeared in black, as a mark of respect
to their deceased friend and country-
woman,

MRg. BENJAMIN CHILLEY PINE.

Sept. 10, at his residence, Rock Villa,
Tunbridge Wells, Mr. BENJAMIN CHILLEY
PINE, in the 49th year of his age. After
serving the usual term of apprenticeship
with the late Mr. Ebenezer Johnston, he
entered into business at Maidstone, and
established the concern which was after-
wards, and up to the time of his death,
carried on under the firm of Pine and
Ellis. His extraordinary power of mind
and general aptitude for business, joined
to the most inflexible integrity, were
well calculated to insure him distinction
in any path of life however elevated, and
contributed much to that success in bu-
siness by which he was latterly induced
to contemplate a partial withdrawment
from its more active duties, with a view
to the fuller enjoyment of his family,
and the cultivation of those less labo-
rious pursuits from which he anticipated
gratification in the decline of life. These
pleasing prospects, however, were not
destined to be realized. The seeds of
consumption, early scated in his con-
stitution, developed themselves a few
months ago into fatal maturity, and
hurried their victim with an awful
though not painful rapidity to the tomb.
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His children, all of that age at which a
father’s care and guidance are most pe-
culiarly valuable, feel with: their bereaved
mother that- they have sustained an un-
speakable loss : and his numerous other
relatives, with a large circle of friends
who knew and appreciated his virtues,
will long be deeply sensible of the void
occasioned by his death. , :

In religious sentiment Mr. Pine iden-
tified himself with Unitarians, and ex-
emplified in his last illness that placid
resignation which it is so eminently the
province of genuine Christianity to in-
spire, ‘

His remains were committed to the
" earth, with an impressive address, by
the Rev. B. Mardon, in the ground at
Tovil near Maidstone—a spot most ro-
mantically situated, and originally pur-
chased and deveted to the purposes of
sepulture by a remote ancestor of the
deceased. |

o J. E.

Rev. D. Davis.

THERE weére some ‘ertors-in our ac-
count of Mr. Davis. (See’p. 692.) ‘Mr.
Thomas; of Leominster, was Joskwa, not
Josiah Thomas: and Mr. Evans, of
Stockton, is Benjamin, and not John
Evans. : -

There is no burying-ground attached
to the Meeting-house at Liwyn-rhyd
Owen. The body was taken from the
dwelling-house to the Chapel, which is
within & short distance, and there Mr.
Jones preached his sermon : it was then
conveyed to the Church of Llanwenog,

four miles distant, in the burial-ground:

of which it was deposited.

Mr. Thomas Lloyd, the Tutor at Swan-
sea, was the naphew, not the son, of the
Rev. David Lloyd.

A note, subjoined to the Obituary, in
p. 693 of the Repository, contains an
error [corrected above] respecting the
paternity of Mr. Thomas Lloyd, who
was not a son* of the truly Reverend
and renowned David Lloyd, but of his
brother, Mr. Jolm Lloyd, a Cardigan-
shire farmeyr of estimable qualifications,
* Filius ?...... Quantum instar in ipso

- oestt

Het m srande

+ . . lilia-plenis ;

Purpurcos spargam flores, animamque

- nepotis.

His saltem accumulem donis, et fun-

gar-inani ‘ '

Munere.

puer ! Manibus date

Obituary.~—Rev. D). Davis.

that rendered him a worthy member of
the intelligent family to which he was
allied. During intervals of leisure from
rural avocations, he searched the Scrip-
tures, or read the works of Locke, con-
cerning whose Essay he was apt to dis-
course with fluency and energy in his
own native Cambrian dialect.

Without pretending to erudition him-
self, he fondly anticipated the gradual
proficiency of his son, in whom he dis-
cerned very promising abilities, and fos-
tered the warmest aspirations to excel.
The high-minded youth put forth the
¢ tender leaves of hope,’’ like the blos-
soms of a delicate plant, that immaturely
dies in the shade of its native bower.
The name of Thomas Lloyd is enshrined
with profound regard in the bosom of
all-who were ever sensible of his ex-
alted worth. He :was reared in the
schoel of the Rev. David Davis, of whom
a valuable memoir was communicated in
the Repository.

In his academical studies this juvenile
professor held himself grincipally in-
debted for intelligence and taste, to the
favourable auspices.of his accomplished
tutor, Dr. Kippis. He was deeply ena-
moured of truth and literature, but,
above all, exulted to contemplate the
glory of the Homeric Muse, and the
dramatic perfection of her offspring, ‘the
Greek tragedians. The exercise of his
profession at Swansea was attended with
pains and hardships, that bordered on
severe adversity. His' office resembled
a penance, like that of raising grapes
from wild vines, too old apq crabbed to
yield ¢ nectarine fruits.”” 'The asperi-
ties of such labour were: not addgt?ed‘ to
heal a ‘¢ soul in anguish,” or allay the
irritations of a ¢ troubled spirit.’* Uh-
der the insidious ravages of an ‘rremedi-
able disease, which he bore with more
than heroic fortitude, he might say, with
Christlan resignation, ‘‘1 die daily.”
From his own example as well as his
instructions, he was eminently qualified
to inspire the breast of docile and inge-
nuous youth with enthusiastic love of
learning and science, and with the ad-
miration of all that is true, venérable,
and lovely, of every virtue and every
praise.* This liberal, conscientions ad-
vocate of free inquiry was-exhilarated

e

* Mi 'nsegnavate come I’ il‘q{f(l‘\'ﬁf e’t‘e%ng.
Dante, dell’ Inferng, Canto'x¥. v, 85.
Ego vero  te, “Carigsime, cum vita
flore, tum mortis opportunitate, divino
consilio, et ovtum ct extinctmm esse dr-
bitror. Cicero.

f{fi _z[r:L i
s !
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and eanchanted, in his views of brilliant
discoveries, by the rising. eminence of
Dr. Priestley in the elevated rank of
Natural Philosopher as well as Theolo-
gical Reformer.

- 'His personal appearance was lofty and
commanding, his. stature was tall, and
his benign, majestic countenance indi-
cated the youthful grace and dignity of
his mind.* 1In his public devotional
addresses to the Deity, he was singularly
impressive and solemn ; while from his
emaciated frame, he seemed on the eve
of his departure from the earth, and in
the prime of life to have attained to an
extraordinary degree of honourable age.
He was a man whose approbation it was
happiness to experience; but the re-
newal of this felicity is probably defer-
red as one of the celestial enjoyments
prepared for the wise and good + in
the everlasting mansions of the blest,
The last evening of his days was clear,

# Quod si habitum quoque ejus pos-
teri noSeere velint, gratia his supererat :
nihil metQds in vultu: sublimior quam
decentior fuit.

Hyacinthine locks

Bound from his parted forelock manly
© hun -
Clust’ring. - Paradise Lost.

+ Si quis piorum manibus locus ; si
ut sapientibus placet, non cum corpote
extinguunter animz magna : placidé qui-
escas ; nosque te si natura suppeditet,
similitudine, decoremus : forma mentis
®terna. 7Tacit. dgric. ‘

If that high world, which lies beyond

Our own, surviving Love endears ;

If there: the cherish’d heart be fond,

‘The eye the same, except in tears—

How
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serene, consolatory to his friends, and
instinct with the hope of immortality.
He expired at his father's house, in the
twenty-fifth year of his life.*® |

In the Memoirs of a Dissenting Mi-
nister, the writer, who, perhaps, was
best + qualified to appreciate and dis-
close his superior merits, has sketched
his character in a few masterly traits
of exquigsite fidelity and pathos, flowing
from the heart of a dearly cherished
associate, who loved him as a brother,
and revered him as a benefactor and
friend.

W. EVANS.
Park Wood, 17th Sept., 1827.

o

How welcome those untrodden spheres !
How sweet. this very hour to die !
To soar from earth and find all fears
Lost in thy light—Eternity !
Hebrew Melodies.

* ‘0 opeey Naveay e xepaiy eunar.
Iliad, xxii, ver, 426.

4 Quocum et domus communis: et
id, in quo est omnis vis amieiti®, vo~-
Juntatum, studiorum, sententiarum sum-
‘ma consensio, . v
- E§ ayaJwv ayalos. Aristotle. Phi-
losophers of the Socratic school declare,
that right education trains the human
mind to place its affections of love or
hate, joy or grief, on their proper ob-
jects : even as the earth is drest in
order to nourish and bring forth corn:
ITpos 70 KaMog xauspew wis psaesy, domep
v Ty Rpeovoay To aweppua”  Aristot.
de Mor. B. x.

Animz, quales neque candidiores
Terra tulit ; neque queis me sit devinc-
tior alter.

INTELLIGENCE.

Eustern Unitarian Socicty.

Tue Fifteenth Anniversary of the East-
ern Unitarian Society was held at Hales-
worth, i Suffolk, on Wednesday and
Thursday, the 4th and bth of July. The

eting was this year transferred, with
m Kind consent of the friends of Yar-
wouth, to Halesworth, where the So-
ciety hid - never before held their anni-
versary. Oun Welnesday evening, the ser-
vice was ' introduced by the Rev, H.'R.

VOL,. I.

3 K

Bowles, of Yarmouth ; and the Rev. James
Martineau, who has finished his studies
at York, preached from John fv. 35:
‘¢ Lift up your eyes and look on the
fields ; for they are white already to har-
vest,”’ &c.—enlarging on the exertions
which the present age demands, and faci-
lities it affords for the diffusion of know-
ledge and truth. On Thursday morning,
the Rev. S. S. Toms, of Framlingham, in-
troduced the service ; the Rev. E.Tagart, of
Norwich, followed ; and the Rev. M. Mau-
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rice, of Southampton, preached from Acts
ii. 43: “ And they continued steadfastly
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread and in prayer.”
The sermon was a simple but forcible
statement of the pure truth aud genuine
spirit of the gospel. It was listened to
with earnest attention; and was well
calculated to remove prejudice against
Unitarian Christianity, as well as to leave
a powerful religious impression on all
who heard it. At the urgent request of
the Society, Mr. Maurice has kindly con-
sented to allow the sermon to be printed.

After the services, an encouraging re-
port of the state of the Society was read,
in which were embodied interesting com-
-munications from Norwich, Yarmouth,
and Framlingham, respecting the state
of the congregations in those places ; and
also an account from Mr. Latham of his
labours in the neighbourhood. He stated
that the attendance at Bramfield had
greatly increased. It was agreed that a
Report of the Society should be printed
and circulated annually, with a catalogue
of the Tracts, -

The services at Halesworth were well
attended ; and, on the whole, there is
considerable prospect of raising-an-Uni-
tarian congregation there. The chapel
was lately in the occupation of the Me-
thodists. With the aid of some gentle-
men at Norwich, the fixtures were pur-
chased, and the place is hired at a mode-
rate rent for six years. The experiment
is, therefore, made without much risk.
A few years ago Unitarianism was hardly
known in the uneighbourhood; now it
has several respectable and sincere sup-
porters.

In the afternoon, forty-six gentlemen
sat down to dinner at the Swan Inn.
The Rev. M. Maurice presided on the
occasion, surrounded by many of his old
friends and former pupils. Appropriate
sentiments were given; and Messrs.

Maurice, Toms, Latham, Martineau, and .

Tagart, addressed the Meeting at some
length. The thankslof the Society were
voted to Lord J. Russell, for his readiness
to assist the Dissenters in obtaining a
repeal of the Corporation and Test Acts.
Several ladies were present after the
dinner. The day passed with the utmost
barmony, and the meeting separated,
confirmed in the opinion that Unitarian-
ism is a system of Christian union and
religious improvement,
Eo 'l‘o

Norwich.
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Tenterden District Meeting.

ON Thursday, August 2, the Annual
Meeting of the Tenterden branch of
the Kent and Sussex Unitarian Associa-
tion was held at Tenterden. The ser-
vice commenced at three o’clock. The
Rev. James Taplin, of Battle, read the
Scriptures, and engaged in the devo-
tional exercises ; and the Hev. Edward
Talbot delivered a discourse from Matt.
v. 16. In his discourse the preacher
took occasion to insist upon the peculiar
duties of the Unitarian Christian, in con-
sequence of the peculiarity of his situa-
tion. He observed that it rested with
him to complete a reformagion as yet
left very imperfect, both as regarded the
Unity of God, and bis dealings with his
creatures ; that if the Unitarian loved his
fellow-christians, he could not but de-
gire that the same cheering views of
God and his dispensations, which were
his own chief joy, should brighten the
hopes of all who called themselves by
the name of Christ, ' ,

. But the preacher dwelt particularly
upoun the obligation of the Unitarian to
give publicity to his sentiments, from the
certainty that if he did no(fdo S0, inﬁ%e-
lity must widely and rapidly spread ; for
whilst Christianity is viei\':ved on‘iy%?t:mgh
its corrupted forms, it must necessarily
be rejected by thinking men. .
 After the couclusion of the service,
the friends, to the number of 100, re-
tired to an inn, where they took tea.
After tea, the Rev. B. Mardon was called
to the Chair: he was snsported by the
Rev. James Taplin as  Vice-president.
To both these gentlemen the meeting
was highly indebted for that flow of
kind and Christian feeling which chax
racterized it. The Rev. L. Holden, and
his newly elected assistant, the Rev. E.
Talbot, Mr. Hughes, of Yeovil; Mr.
Bluudell, of Northiam ; Mr. Grave, of
Benenden, and other friends, addressed
the meeting. About eight o’clock the
company broke up.

E. T.

Somerset and Dorset Unitarian As-
sociation. .

. Tup Seyenteenth Mceting of thig As
sociation was held at Dorchester, on
Wednesday, Sept. 5, 1827, on which oc-
casion the Revds. J. G. 'Teggin, and E,
Whitfield, offered up the prayers of the
congregation, and the Rev, W.S. Brown,
of Bridgwater, ‘delivered a discourse on
Repentance, from 2 Cor. vil. 10.

At the close of this service, the nsual
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business of the Soclety was transacted,
when the Secretary stated, that three
tracts had been ptinted and circulated
in the district since the last meeting ;
viz. Channing’s Dedication Sermon at
New York, Wright’s Summary of the
Leading Truths of Christianity, and As-
pland's Efficacy of Unitarianism in the
Hour of Death: in the whole 1000 co-
pies, A resolution was also passed that
the next meeting of the Association
shoyld be held at Taunton, on Good-
Friday, 1828.

A large party of friends afterwards
dined together. Thomas Fisher, Esq.,
kipdly presided, and contributed much
tg the pleasure of the meeting. The
ugual toasta were given, which called
forth pleasing addresses from eeveral of
gg‘e gentlemen present, Not the least
fnteresting part of the afternoon’s em-
ployment” was ' the admission of eight
siew members. The party separated
early to prepare for the evening service,
which was introduced by Mr. Walker.
Mr, Squire, of Manchester College,
York, preached on the occasion, taking
his text from Luke x. 2.

" .Both discourses were heard with much

attention, and the members of the As-

sociation afterwards separated, much

gratified and not unimproved, it is hoped,

by the proceedings of the day.

| E. WHITFIELD.
Ilminster,

Oldbury Double Lecture.

ON Tuesday, September 11th, was the
apniversary. of the Double Lecture, at
Oldbury. The Rev. John Howard Ryland
conducted the devetional service. 'The
Rev., John Reynell Wreford preached
from Rom, x. 8,9, ¢ That is the waord of
Saith which we preach, That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lard Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God
raised kim from the dead, thow shalt be
saved.'’ The Rev. James Scott preached
from Prov, iv. 18, ‘“But the path of the
just is as the shining light, that shineth
more and more unto the perfect day.”’
The ministers, ten in number, and their
friends afterwards dined together, Archi-
bald Kenrick, Esq., being in the Chair.
“The Rev. J. Cooper and the Rev. J. H.
Ryland were appointed to preach at the
next l.ecture.

It was stated by the Rev. Thomas
Bowen, of Walsall, that the meeting-
house just erected in that town would
be opened for public worship on Friday,
¢ctober 26th.. The Rev. James Scott

and the Rev. John Kentlsh were to preach
on the occasion, |
' ' L | J. H. B,
Southern Unitarian Fund.
Tue Annual Meeting of the Southern
Unitarian Fund Society was held at
Portsmouth, on Thursday, September
the 20th. The Rev. E. Kell conducted
the devotional service, in the morning,
at the General Baptist Chapel; and the
Rev., T. W, Horsfield preached from 1
Cor. x. 41, particularly insisting on the
importance of glorifying God by just con-
ceptions of his nature and attributes,
and the diffusion of such sentiments
amongst mankind, In the evening the
Rev. J. Fullagar introduced the service
at the Unitarian Chapel, High Street,
and the Rev, T. W, Horsfield delivered
an excellent sermon from Titusii.11—14,
controverting a position lately advanced
by a celebrated Review, ¢‘that morality
has no necessary comnexion with reli-
gion,”” and ably illustrating the impor-
tance of enlightened views of religious
truth to the promotion of superior ex-
cellence of heart and conduct. After
divine service, in the morning, the Rev.

.Joseph Brent was .called to. the Chair,

and the Rev, Russell Scott read the Re-
port, from which it appeared, that in
addition to the ‘¢ Fortnight Lecture,’’
supported at Portsmouth, during the
winter, by the neighbouring ministers,
several attempts had been made to in-
troduce Unitarianism into towns desti-
tute of scriptural worship, which had
failed principally from the want of
a missionary to carry them into effect,
It was, therefore, unanimously resolved,
“ that the Committee be requested to
correspond with the Secretary of the
Sussex Unitarian Association on the
subject of supporting a Missionary by
the joint efforts of the two Societies.’’
The members and friends of the Society
afterwards dined together at the Foun-
tain Inn, A Clarke, Esq., of Newport, in
the Chair,
E. K.

Opening of the Unitarian Chapel wt
Northampton.

Our readers will learn with pleasure
the formation of a congregation for Uni-
tarian worship at Northampton, the
principal town of a county in which no
society of that denomination has hitherto
cxisted, and the opening of a chapel for
thelr use, on Friday, September 21st.

This undertaking arose from the sc-
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cession of a considerable portion of the
congregation, formerly ‘assembling at
Castle-hill Meeting-house, under the
care of the late Rev. John Horsey, a
minister, who had in that place, for
upwards of fifty years, endeavoured to
promote the grand principles of the
unity of God, of his infinite ‘goodness
and mercy, and the perfect rectitude of
his administration; of the right and the
duty of a free and full investigation of
the Scriptures, and of a candid and tole-
rant temper and conduct towards every
one who bore the Christian name. Had
the same liberal spirit continued to
adorn the pulpit once filled by a Dod-
dridge, no division might have taken
place, but the choice of a successor
being vested not in the subscribers, but
in the communicants, a majority of the
latter were induced to acquiesce in the
introduction of Trinitarian and Calvin-+
istic preaching; and to hear a minister
of such sentiments, who zealously main-
tained the most obnoxious tenets of his
creed, and reprobated every opposing
opinion, was what the others could not
submit to, In this sitmation, althongh
it was to many of the seceders a painful
task to quit a place associated with a
thousand interesting recollections, yee
they felt that they had a sacred duty to
perform to their own families, to the
public, and, above all, to God ; that the
time was come when they ought to se«
parate themselves from -‘unscriptural
‘worship, and endeavour to form a con-
gregation for the worship of the one
trué¢ God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Their secession being the
result of reason and judgment, was not
disgraced on their part by the acerbity
and violence usually attending religious
differences. Although they %nad much
cause for irritation, they knew their
duty as Christians, and withdrew them-
selves silently and peacefully.

Their first object was to obtain a
suitable place for public worship ; this
they found in the Old Wesleyan Me-
thodist Chapel, then used as a Sunday-
school, which was purchased at a rea-
bonable rate. On this measure being
known, several other reSpeCtable indi-
viduals of Unitarian sentiments came
forward with alacrity to join the pro-
posed society ; the united number was
still comparatively few, and their means
sganty, but they commenced a subscrip-
tion towards defraying the expense of
pewing and fitting up the Chapel, in aid
of which, a former inhabitant of North-
ampton, fcclmg a deep interest in the
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establishment .of rational and-seriptural
worship there, presented them with a
munificent donation 3 and the British
and Forelgn Unitarian Association gave
their assistance in every way with the
utmost readiness and liberality. -The
building is fitted up in a very neat and
commodious manner, and is capable of
seating three hundred persons. -

On Friday, September 21st, the Cha-
pel was opened for Unitarian worship,
when the Rev. Charles Berry, of Lei-
cester, commenced the services by prayer
and reading the Scripture, and the Rev.
R. Aspland, of Hackney, preached to a
respectable congregation a most able
vmdlcatlon of Unitarianism, from 1 Cor.
iv. 13, *‘ Being defamed we entreat.”’

Most of the society, and many friends
from a distance, dined together at the
Ram Inn, and in the course of the after-
noon very interesting addresses were
made by the Revds. R. Aspland, C. Berry,
W.Field, of Warwick, and Mr. R. Surridge,
of London.

In the evenmg the Rev. W. Field

preached an impressive discourse to a
crowded congregation, from Genesis
xxviii.17, ¢ How dreadful is this place!’’
&e. .
The Chapel was suPPhed, on Sunday,
September 23rd, by the Rev. R. Aspland
in the morning. and evening, and by the
Rev. W, Field in the afternoon, on which
occasions, as well as on the dayof open-
ing, pr oductive collections were made at
the doors.

The following gentlemen have since
supplied the pulpit :

Sep. 30, Rev. Thothas Madge, of Essex«-
street Chapel
Oct. 7. Rev. R. Wright, fo&nmly mﬁa
‘tarian Missionary.”
14. Rev. T. Reé¢s, LL.D., of’ Stamu
foyd -street (,hapel o
21, Re;; Hugh Humm of Bmmng-
am.

The attendance has continued much
the same as at first, the Chapel being
always crowded in the evening.

Bolton District Association.

THE Third Half-yearly Meeting of
this Association was held at Chowbent,
on 'Thursday, September 27th. The
Rev. William Probert, of Walmsley,
conducted the devotional services.  The
Rev. William . Tate, -of Chorley, deliver-..
ed an extemporaneous discosrse on the
Corruptions of the Church of England,
proving its resemblance to that gpirit of
antichrigt referred $o by Johm- in hijs
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first Epistle, iv. 3, ‘““ And this is ‘that
spirit of antichrist whereof ye . have
heard that it should come.”” The
preacher compared the marks of anti-
christ described in the Scriptures with
certain prominent features of the Church
established by law in this country, and
dwelt . upon their correspondence in
three particulars, viz. lst, spiritual do-
minion, 2dly, the usurpation of consci-
ence, and, 3dly, as pandering to worldly
principles, ambition, fashion, wealth,
&c. In his introductory remarks Mr.
Tate made a touching allusion to the
late Rev. George Walker, whom he had
heard, for the first and omly time, ad-
dress a large’audience on the subject of
nonconformity - in the place where he
himself then stood. :

After dinner Mr. Darbishire was in-
vited to the Chair, in the unavoidable
absence of Mr. Sanderson. Mr. Rag-
land was appointed supportéer to Mr.
Probert at the next meeting, which was
ordered to be held at Chorley, on the
last Thursday in April. This alteration
in the time of holding the future spring
meetings of the Association is intended
to be permanent, as the former day,
Good Friday, was thought to interfere
with:meetings of a similar nature in the
peighbourhood. The Secretary read a
syllabus of the lectures in the course of
delivery at Eagley Bridge, a village
within three miles of Bolton, where
there is a service every Sunday evening
under the patronage of the Association,
It was stated that’the attendance was
sufficiently encouraging to continue the
experiment during the winter months,
and that Messrs, Whitehead, Probert,
and Baker, had kindly offered to supply
it for that period. The Secretary also
stated. that a small library was about to
be formed in the village, under the di-
rection of a. lady whe had taken a kind
interest in the success of the Lectun;;.

Ordination at Newbury.

ON Wednesday, the 17th of October,
the Rev. Peter Thomas Davies, formerly
of the Presbyterian College, CArmarthen,
South Wales, and nephew of the Rev.
David Peten, the Semnior Tutor to that
valuable public Institution, was ordained
to the Pastoral Charge of the Presbyte~
rian Congregation assembling at the
Upper. Mecting - house, in Newbury,
Berkg,.over which, for the last twenty-
three . years, the Rev..Joba Kitcat had so
ably discharged the ministerial office.
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The services of the day commenced
with prayer and reading appropriate
portions of Scripture, by the Rev.John
Scott Porter, of Carter Lane, Doctors®
Commons, London. The Rev. David
Davisou, of the Old Jewry Chapel, in
Jewin Street, London, having delivered
an excellent addvess explanatory of the
church discipline and principles of Dis-
senters, asked the usual questions, to
which the Rev. P. T. Davies replied in
the most satisfactory and feeling mapner.
The Rev. Robert Aspland, of Hackney,
theu offered up the Ordination Prayer,
after which the Rev. Dr. Thomas Rees,
of Stamford Street, Blackfriars, from
1. Tim. iv. 16, made a most impressive
and energetic charge to the ministerg
in which he pointed out the various
and arduous duties devolving on him as
a Christian pastor. The Ordination
Sermon was delivered by the Rev. David
Peter Davies, of Makeney House, near
Derby, who, in a judicious discourse
from 1 Thess. ii. 19, forcibly reminded
the coungregation of the duties towards
the Pastor of their choice, which by
their voluntary election of him they had
undertaken to perform; and the service
was concluded with prayer by the Rev:
David Davison. ' _

We understand that the mcmbers of
the congregatiou have expressed them-
selves so highly gratified with the Ordi-
nation Service, as to desire that ap-
plication should be made to the several
gentlemen who took part in it, for
permission to allow it to be printed and
published ; and we hope ere long that we
shall have the pleasure of announcing to
our friends that the request has beeun
complied with, | .

Newbury.

NOTICES.

Tue Rev. John Hincks, of Belfast,
has been unanimowusly chosen Pastor of
the Unitarian Congregation, Renshaw
Street, liverpool, to succeed his bro-
ther, the Rev. William Hincks, removed
to the College, York,

b

Tue Rev. R. K. Philp, of Falmouth, has
accepted the Ministry of the Unitarian
Congregation at Lincoln ; and the Chapel
there, after having been closed several
months for repair and improvement,
was Re-opened by him on the 26th
ultimo,

C e
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The Quak"ero and the Tithes.

~ WE extract the following passage from
the Yearly Epistle of the Quakers on the
subject of tithes. We often hear inqui-
ries made why in all the efforts made by
the Dissenters to get rid of the most
ebjectionable consequences of Ecclesias-
tical usurpation and monopoly, the Qua-
kers take no part, and are heard of on
these subjects only in connexion with the
pecuniary effects of the system, and their
pocket sufferings, as Nonconformists :
~ ¢ The amount of the sufferings of our
members, as reported to this meeting,
jucluding the charges of distraint, is
upwards of fourteen thousand six hun-
dred pounds,
. ¢ We have no cause to believe that
our ancient testimony against all ecclesi-
astical demands is losing ground amongst
us; but we think it right to revive in
your remembrance those considerations
which led to its adoption, and which
induced our pious predecessors to un-
dergo many and grievous hardships in
its support. You know, beloved friends,
that it has been the uniform belief of
our Society, that our blessed Lord and
Savijour, by his coming, put an end. to
that priesthood, and to the provision:fer
its support, as well as to those ceremo-
nial usages, which were before ordained;
and that he came to introduce a dispen-
sation, pure and spiritual in its nature,
flhe present system of tithes, against
which. our early friends as well as our-
selves have horpe testimony, was no
jnstitution of our holy Head and High-

Priest, the great Christian Lawgiver, I¢ .

had no existence in the purest and ear-
liest age of his Church; but was gra-
dually introduced as superstition and
apostacy spread aver the Christian world.
It is further our belief, and it has been
uniformly that. of the Saciety, that the
ministry of the gospel is to be without
money and without price ; that as the
gift ia free, the exercise of it is to be
free also; and that the office is to be
filled by those ounly who feel themselves
called of God through the power of the
Holy Spirit, who in their preaching, as
well as in their circumspect lives and
conversatiop, arce giving proof of this
call. Impressed as we are with these
views, we feel ourselves conscientiously
restrained from the payment of those
demands which are made for the sup-
port of such a system; or from any
compromise whereby such a payment is
to be insured. A forced maintenance of
an cstablished mipistry.is, in our appre-
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Lension, a violation of thoseé great pri.
vileges which God, in his wisdom and
goodness, designed to bestow upon the
human race, when he sent his Son to
redeem the world, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit to lead and guide man-
kind into all truth.

¢ Whilst thus setting forth the grounds
of this testimony, we gratefully remem-
ber the kindness with which our reli-
gions scruples are often regarded Dby
those who have- to support and to en-
force the laws by which we are affected.’

FOREIGN,
AMERICA.

We have received the Twentieth
Number of the (American) Christian
Examiner, from which we extract the
following :

¢ Unitarian Mission at Calcutta,

¢¢ The Society for the promotion of
Christianity in India, some time since,
pledged itself to provide, and anthorized
its executive Committee to transmit to
the Unitarian Committee, of Calcutta,
600 dollars per annum, for ten years, in
case of the establishment of a Unitdrian
mission in that place. The first pay-
ment has accordingly been made out of
the funds arising from subscriptions for
this object. We state the fact in the
hope of drawing the attention of the
liberally - disposed to the wants and
plans of the Society.”

¢ The Miltoniam

¢ This is a political newspaper, pub-
lished in Northumberland County, in the
heart of Pennsylvania, and extensively
circulated in the Western parts of that
State, Several numbers of it fell into
pur hands a few months ago, and we
found each of them to ¢ontain spirited
and able articles in favour of Unitarian-
ism. We are happy to learn that
though this had been going on fqr some-
time, the patronage of the papeér had not
guffered, on the whole, in consequence.
We regard this as one of the clearest
evidences that can be given of the rapid
progress of liberal opinions throughout
our country ; for, ten years ago, we do
not believe that any editor in the Union
would have dared to insert articles, like
those above-mentioned, in a political
journal. We only wish that more sym-
pathy could be excited amongst us in
favour of those, who, at a distance from
the . gtrong places of Unitarianism, and
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almost unsupported, are bearing "their
testxmony to the truth with a martyr’s
spirit, and sometimes with a martyr’s
sacrifices.””—The samme number of the
‘Christian Exuminer likewise contains a
very long. and interesting letter from
William Roberts, of Madras, to a gen-
tleman at Boston, giving an aceount of
his little church and schools at Purse-
waukum., We are glad to see that our
American brethren are taking an inte-
rest in this indefatigable though humble
labourer in the-field of divine truth,

American Unitarian Association.

THE Second Anniversary of this Asso-
ciation was celebrated on Tuesday even-
ing, May 29th. 'The spirit and interest
of the occasion were precisely such as its
best friends could wish, 'The meeting,
of which a large portion, we were pleased
to see, consisted of ladies, was opened
with prayer by Dr. Thayer, of Lancaster.
The proceedings of the last celebration
were then read, and the Treasurer made
his report, Whlch was accepted. The
annual report of the Executive Commit-
tee was read and accepted. Fhe thanks
of .the Association .were. voted to. the
Compmittee for the faithful manuer in
which they had discharged their duties
the last year, and their report directed
to be printed aud circulated as a tract,
It is now in the press.

Rev. Mr. Gannett, of Boston, offered
the following resolution :

‘¢ That the opportunities for the spread
of Unitarian truth, which are daily pre-
senting themsclves, call for new exer-
tions on the part of its friends, and a
great. increase of the number of its
teachers.”’

Mr. Ganuett explained hls views of
this subject, and glauced at the state of
things, particularly in the West, which
pressingly demand, not merely the pass-
ing of the resolutlon, but prompt and
unwearied exertions to carry it into
effect. But before this demand can be
answered we must have more funds and
more labeurers. 'Tracts too are wanted,
and complaint was made that writers
could not be found .to produce them,
though the motives for exertion in this
way are most powerful. The speaker
then referred to Mr. Thomas, the gen-
tleman who some tithe ago travelled in
the Western States under the direction
of the Executive Committee, to collect
information respecting the religious
state of that part of our country. He
was gsked for the result of his inquiries.
He seconded Mr. Gannett’s resolution,
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and gave an inter esting account of the
field there opening for the spread of
Unitarian sentiments, in the course of
which he bore most honourable testi-
mony to the character of that rapidly
increasing sect of Unitarians, known by
the name of Christians.
- Rev. Mr. Colman, of Salem, next
made some remarks on the mode of
supplying the wants of the West, which
were not fully understood at the time,
but which, as explained on the replies
of Mr. Saltonstall, of Salem, and Mr.
Tappan, of Boston, recommended, that
where preachers were wanting and “could
not be supplied by educated men from
this or other sections of the country,
intelligent laymen should be encouraged
to preach and administer the ordinances
for themselves. -After an animated dis-
cussion of these and other points made
by Mr. Colman, the resolution was
adopted.
- Rev. H. Ware, jun., of Boston, pro-
posed -a resolution in the following
words : :

¢¢. That this Association regard with
peculiar interest, the establishment, by
the Executive Committee, of a domestic
mission .in the city of Boston, and the

'ehcouragement which it has received.” -.

After noticing the origin and progxess
of this establishment, Mr. Ware referred
for a more full account of it to Rev, Dr.
Tuckerman, the present missionary. Dr.
Tuckerman testified to the good it had
done and was still doing, and cspecially
to the adaptation which his experience
every day proved there was of Unuita-
rianism to the capacities and wants of
the poor. The resolution was adopted.

Rev. Mr. Palfrey, of Boston, next
offered a resolution as follows :

‘¢ 'That this Association reciprocate
the expressions of sympathy and regard
they have received from the British and

Foreign Unitarian Association, and re-

joice in the exertions of the friends of
truth in England and on the continent
of Europe.”

Mr. George Bond spoke to the high
character of the English Unitarians, and
gseconded the resolution, which was
passed.

Judge Story, of Salem, proposed thg
following resolution :

‘“ That the present time particularly
demands the faithful selvnces of the
friends of Religious Liberty.”

We will not attempt to do justice to
the eloquent speech with which the
offering of this resolution was followed.
The question of rcligious liberty, as.was
justly observed, swallows up all others ;
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and when -there is-fit occasion of  alarm:
on this subject, it becomes every friend
of his couritry,. every faithful servant of
of his God, to be up-and doing, “What
the learped judge especially referred ta
was -the late attempt at usurpation over
the consciences of their brethren, -made
by.certain -reverend counsellors at Gro-
ton, -and -expdsed in our last number,
We- were proud to find the stand we
then took, also maintained by one of the
highest legal authorities of-the nation.

At -an. adjourned meeting on Wednes-
day, after. the choice of officers, and a
vote of thapks to the late treasurer, it
was, on the motion of Rev. H. Ware,
juun., voted, that two messengers be ap-
pmﬁted by the' Executive Committee to
meet the Christiau Conference at West
Bloomfield, N. Y., which is to be held
in Septembel next

On motion of Mr, Thayer, it was pro-
posed that the Constitution be so far
amended as to add to the Executive
Committee a Secretary for TForeign
Affairs, .

I

~CoFrespondence.

-*This last measure we regard a8 par
ticnlarly important. The ‘relations of
the Association are every.day extending
themselves ‘it home as well ‘as-abroad,
and the duties of the present secretary
have become very arduous. We rejoice
in the necessity of the appointment pro-
posed, as it is anotherrindication of the
blessing of God upou the labours of this
most interesting socxeqﬁaa-d'hrzstmn Ex-
aminer XXI. :

S
Indian Mission.

WE have great pleasure in avnouncing
that a letter has been received from Mr.
Adam, of Calcutta, dated the 17th of

‘May last, in which he states that he has

been enabled to resume .his labours as
an Unitarian Missionary, by the-aid of
the funds raised in India, England, and
America. He relinquished, about.the
beginning of May, his secular engage-
ment, in order to give up the whole of
his time to the duties arising from his
new appoiatment. :

P

—gmoai

CORRESPONDENCE. ;
THE letter of ¢ An Old Student.ofieT..C. D.,¥ arrived too late t0 be notj d in

the last number.

The Conductors will at all timhes readily admit correctic

s’ of

misstatements that may have appeared in their pages, provided those corrections be
properly authenticated. "The article relating to Trinity College, Dublin, was com-
municated by a highly respectable Irish Clergyman of the Established Church, whe

gave his name to the Conductors, but, for private reasons, wished it not to be ap-
?ended to the printed letter. ; their present Correspondent will authenticate hig
¢ Contradiction” in the same way, by transmlttmg his nmame to the Conductors,
for their justification, his communication shall be umnediately inserted, with naq
other signature than that which he has himself attached to it. ~

Through the kindness of her surviving rejatives, the Conductors are happy to say,
that they have recenved more of the late estimable Mrs. Baxﬁauld B discourses ; ane,
written for the commencement of the year, will be mserted in the number for
January.

E. T. will find his poem in the present number.
mous correspondents. cannot be answered by post.

The Conductors wonld not willingly disoblige any ** Constant Reader.” If their
correspondent G. will submit his Hymn to the perusal of the very respectable
ministers of the Meeting House in which he states it to have heen written, they will,
in a few words explain to him why it could not appear in the pages of the Monthly
Repository.— ¢The Winter's Evening’” must be excluded for like reasons. < Ag-
glomerating thick November’s ruins,”” is only one of many lines which is neither
poetry nor intelligible English.

The (rresent Number contains some articles of Home Intelligence which had been
nnavoidably postponed to make room for other matters.

- Several articles intended for insertion in the General Correspondence department
will ear as soon as room can be allotted to them, consistently with a due :regard
to varlety im the sub)ects.-—-Communuathns have come to hand from J. J.

R A. M., and Jarchi,

Commumcatlons from anony-

ERRATA.

757 , col. 2, for Vatican Manugcript ‘¢ Bible,” read Vaﬁcun Manuacript B.
- for ** Ellogians,’’ yead flogians.





