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tx They are with out fault before the throne.** Rev, xif. 5.

There are many circums tances in this vale of mort ality throu gh which
we are travelling , which, however exalted , or however prosperous we
may be, continuall y put us in mind of the imperfection of our fallen nature *
But of these none is so humiliating, none so mortifying, to an ingenuous
mind, as that mixture of sin and pravit y which debases and defiles our
minds , dims the lustre , or contam inates the purit y, of our good actions , and
renders the characters of even the best of us too like Nebuchadnez zar's
image , of which part was of fine gold and part of clay. There is nothing,
therefore , in a state of future blessedness which a good man looks to with
more ardent longings, than the prospect of being still better ,; he shall be
without f ault bef ore the throne. How sin had its entr ance into the works of
God is a question of high anti quity and difficult solution. Certain it is, that
it is there. Ori ginal or actual , moral or constitutional depravit y, by what-
ever name we choose to call it. has laid waste or sullied at least the fairest
images of the Creato r here below. Place the standar d of moral perfection
as low as we please, there is no man who acts up even to his own ideas of it.
Let the bands of duty and obligation be twisted as loosely as they may, they
will still be too stri ct for our impetuous passions. It may, therefore , be as*
sumed as an unden iable truth , tha t all men, more or less, fall into sin, and
by so doing incur that most painful feeling, the censure and disapprobatio n
of thei r own minds. Even those characters to whom, in the warmth of a
j ust approbation , we perhaps give the epithet of blameless, on a nearer in-
spection discover many blemishes and failings which greatly cloud their
good qualities. Or should they escape our search , we may be assured such
chara cters discover thern in tliemselves. W hile the world is praising their
virtues , they are mournin g over their faults. ^Thile the world is admirin g
how much they have done, they are lamentin g that so much is left undone.
They are deeply conscious of invaluable time wasted and lost, of the repeated
mischiefs of procrastination , of the secret , silent sap of undreaded , and there -
fore unre sisted , indolence .; of the leaden weights which earth and sense
hang upon the mind , when she would mount upon the wings of faith and
]ove toward s her divine original. They have performed, it may be, splendid
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actions, but they are sensible on examining their hearts, that some secret
vanity was mingled in the motives which prompted them. They have even
done good to -their enemies, but they have not been able truly to forgive
them ; the swellings and workings of angry passions are not suffered to i>oil
up, but they too well feel their inward fermentation : they discern, at times,
a taint of envy and selfishness lurking in those bosoms from which they had
hoped such bad passions had been long eradicated. If the human heart was
laid open in all its secret folds and inward recesses, much would be found to
be ashamed of in the most perfect characters. The life of a good man is a
continual warfare. How often is he surprised by sudden temptation ! How
often overcome by habitual frailties ! How difficult does he find it to mor-
tify his lusts, to quicken his zeal, to steer between dangerous extremes, to
preserve the tender sensibility of his conscience amidst his necessary com-
merce with a loose and scornful world ! Many are the noiseless conflicts he
sustains with his inward enemies: when be falls he rises again, and when he
is beaten he scorns to yield ; and this is his utmost boast, his whole triumph.

How delightful must be then the idea of a state in which he shall be with-
out f ault! How cheering the hope of seeing the enemy subdued with
whom he has had so many painful contests V There is'nothing a good man
hates like sin ; nay, to speak properly, there is nothing he hates but sin ;
his enemies may injure , may irritate — but they cannot make him hate
them. Misfortunes, disappointments, these he considers sis incident to a
state of imperfection, necessary to a state of trial ; but sin is his extreme
dread, his most settled aversion, the thorn that has so often wounded the
toosom of his peace ; remorse is the feeling that most hurts him, and the
disapprobation of his own mind he is more afraid of than of any thing else.
He is g lad to think that in that blessed land he shall toe sick no more, glad
he shall be free 'from the many humiliating infirm ities of mortality, glad hs
shall no more feel the stroke of separation from those he loves, or the pangs
and agonies of dissolving nature ; but 'he is infinitely happier to think that he
shall #m no more, and this it is above all other things which will make the
future state a heaven to him.

But before we indulge in this delight ful contemplation, it will well become
•us to consider of what colour that guilt is which death will wash away, and
who they are that in the life to come shall sin no more. And, fi rst, it is
eertairily not they Who have been doing nothing else all their lives here, they
•who put far from them the law of their God, and have drunk up iniquity like
water, who by long habit of vice and open violations of every mora l law
"have almost obliterated in themselves the traces of right affections, and con-
founded the very ideas of good and evil ; it is not for these to expect that
'the ambiguous sorrows of a late, perhaps of a death-bed, repentance, will
'puri fy and lit them for a state of perfection, will restore to them the inno-
cence of children, or create tn them the holiness of saints. Heaven is not a
pool of Bethesda to cleanse such foul and leprous souls from the corruptions
they have contracted ; the stain is gone too deep and spread too far. To
such ihe Scripture speaks in "those awful words of the Apocalypse, He that
is unj ust, let him be unj ust still ; and he that is f ilthy, let him be f ilthy still.

It is, indeed, self-evident that what is completed above, must be begun,
at least, below ; that we must be good here, to be perfect hereafter ; the
sketch must be ftrawn, the fair outline must be correctly traced, of that lovely
character we aspire to, though it is to receive its :finishing and nicer touches
From the hand -of the great Master.

But not to dweH upon what is so obvious ; it is, secondly, not those
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allowed sins which people of a general good charac ter may indulge them-
selves in, which we are here promised shal l be no more. There are many
whose moral character is, upon the whole, commendable , who may be said
to be prevailin gly good , who do not love sin ; but , on the contrar y, often
wish they were better , who yet are very far from being consistentl y virtuous ,
or yieldi ng full obedience to the laws of their Maker. They are secretl y
conscious of some habitual faults which they have not the resolution to
conquer ; some improper indul gences which they cannot persuad e themselve s
to give up ; some practices which they know, or very stron gly suspect, are
not quite right , but which they cannot well tell how to avoid ; bad passions
which they have ceased to strive against , because they have always found
them too stron g for them. They do but partiall y see these thin gs, because ,
havin g made a covenant with themselves not to contend with their hearts
about such trifles, they seldom turn their eyes that way ; but they can ,
whenever they please to examine their own hearts , find that they do not
walk sincerely with God ; that they have reserves and exceptions in the
obedienc e they pay to him ; that the re are many points in their conduct
which must be tenderl y handled or glossed over ; they know , in short , that
there is much wron g within them ; but they think the balance at last will turn
out in their favour ; they plead for their sins as Lot did for Zoar, Is it not
a little one ? and they piously hope, that in a future state all these spots and
blemishes will be cleared away, and that they shall all at once attai n a
perfection which they are conscious they have not even aimed at here below.
But it does not appear that we have any warrant fro m Scri pture to expect
those sins will be subdued hereafter , which we have not at least declared war
against here , or any rational gro und , fro m the nature of habits and associa-
tions , to hope for such sudden and miraculous changes. A chan ge of state
cannot alte r the fixed dispositions of the mind , or eradicate rooted habits.
If there be any provision in the eternal providence of ever-durin g ages to
wear out stains so deep ly imbibed, the process mu3t be long and painful ;
nor does it make any part of the revealed merc ies of God to us. God can
do all thin gs that are possible ; but we have every reason to suppose it is
not possible even for Omni potence itself to wear out sin fro m a mora l agent ,
but by gradual degrees and repeated efforts . Worlds may b'3 create d by a
breath , but virtue must be the slow, late-ri pening fruit of trial and moral
discipline. We have no ri ght , therefore , to presume that the air of heaven
will pur ge away allowed and habitual violations of dut y, even in favour of
those in whom they are balance d by a prevailin g number of good qualities.
In respect to such also, Where the tree f a l ls  them it lies.

W hat , then , are the sins which the good man may expect to fall into no
more upon his entran ce into a future state ? And what is the extent of the
consolator y promise in the text , that they shal l be witho ut fault ? It extends
first to sins of infirmit y and inad vert ency. Notwithstanding all the vigilance
of the good man , he is continuall y deviatin g fro m the strai ght line of rectitude.
He is not of that class who make their religion merel y a closet religion ;
no, he endeavours to make it enter into all his concerns ; but in spite of hh
utmost care , the great objects of his attention will not be always equally
present to his mind. He has always such a deep and habitual sense of them
as would be called forth upon any great occasion ; but in the more gay and
careless moments of Hfe, like the god of the Canaan kes, it is sometimes
asleep and must be awakened. When , in the stiHness of his evening
meditatio ns, the candidate for heaven , with a holy jealousy , inquires of hip
soul, and makes up his daily accoun ts, he finds many uninten tional slips
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which have retarded his progress towards Christian perfection ; many pats-
sages in his conduct appear to him wr ong upon reflect ion , which he either
did not reflect upon at all, or thou ght sufficientl y j ustifiable at the time*
He mourns over his frailty ; he washes away daily sins by daily repentance ;
he strives to know his most secret faults ; resolves against them , but as soon
as he is exposed to the same tem ptations , he exhibits the same proo fs of
weaknes s. Our commerc e with the world and its various jarri ng interes ts
acts upon the soul as the perpetual resistance and friction of matter does
upon any body in motion. It retards the freedom of its cours e, and is every
moment lessening the impetus originall y communicated to it • but in heaven
we shall meet with no such obstacle. There we shall fulfil our glorious
career , like the heavenly bodies throug h the smooth fields of ether , with
undimini shed velocity and undeviating exactness . In that blessed region
we shal l be in no dan ger of being corrupted by the charms of social con-
verse , for all our converse and all our society will be with the good ; the
future prospects we find now so much difficulty in fixing our eyes upon will
the n be present realities , and we cannot for a moment forget God when we
are continual ly surrounded with his more immediate presence. It is because
they are bef ore the throne of God that they are without f ault *

In the next place we shall no more fall into sins of ignorance and preju-
dice. Man y errors of condu ct arise from opinions rashly formed, prejudices
lightly taken up, and tenaciousl y adhered to, and erro rs in speculation or in
matters of fact, which too often divide good people and alienate those hearts
tha t otherwise would glow with affection towards each other. One wrong
opinion consequential ly reasoned upon , will often lead us into a maze of
error and perplexity , and set our best affections a warrin g with each other.
Error and prejudice have separated fear of God and mercy towards man , de-
votion and cheerful enjoyme nt , usefulness and sanctity . They have even in
speculation (thou gh never amongst good hearts in practi ce) made a divorce
between faith and wor ks : but when we are near the fountain of light, pre-
ju dices and errors will vanish away like a mist before the mornin g sun ; the
humble and earnest inquirer will have his appetite after truth satisfied , and
we shall wonder at the delusions and imperfect views of objects under which
we wandered here below.

Lastl y. It is to be presumed the good man will be freed from those sins
which cling to him in consequence of his bodil y temperament. In spite of
all his care to subdue the sin which easi ly besets him , he cannot altogether
succeed ; he gives it no room in his heart , but it is in his constitution. A
timorous , hesitatin g timidit y, rashness , ir ritabilit y , indolence , are woven into
the very texture of his frame. He does not indul ge, he strives against them ;
he counteracts their influence by wholesome discipline , and by every gene-
rous motive ; they are enemies which have been often conquered and dare
not attack him in the equal field , but still they han g about him and harass
his rear and retard his march. Bodily infirmit y too, which ever increases as
We advance in life, throws its cloud over the good man and makes him
appear perha ps as if he were moving backwards in the heaven ly race. —
When , by prin ciples firm ly fixed and habits stron gly formed , by a long life
spent in the exercise of virtue , he ought to shine out all faith , all love, all
hope and zeal and pious fervour ; when he is nearest to an angel, and ought
most to appear so, he is too often sunk in weakness and despondenc y ; the
spring of kind affections seems t o be dried up within him ; even his con-
fidence in God does not cheer him as it was wont to do ; and he seems to
himself, and perha ps to others , to be losing ground in moral excellence and
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slackening his speed as he comes nearer to the goal . But it only seems to
be so. These weak nesses of nature do not affect character. Princi ple,
habits , virtuous action , these are the thin gs which will determine our -future
lot : and when this corru ptible shall have put on incorru ption , and this mor-
tal immortalit y, when the soul shall have ceased to sink with the pulse, to
vibrate with every wounded nerve , and to be subject to all the skyey influ-
ences, these dispiritin g symptoms will vanish with their cause. These are
not the faults that enter into the texture of the soul ; they do not even stain
the weddin g garment , but han g upon it as the dust which , when we have
finished our toilsome journe y, we lightly shake off, Happ y period , when to
the langour of a worn fra me, and the dregs and darkness of exhausted nature ,
shall succeed fresh spirit and immortal vigour ; when we shall possess the
philosopher 's wish, a sound mind in a sound body ; or, accordin g to the
Christian 's more exalted phrase , when a glorified body will meet with a
purified spirit ! Delightful state , which will be free from sin, as it will be
free from sorro w ! How lovely a thin g will human nature be when it is
thus cleansed , refined , raised , exalted , presented to receive the high approba-
tion of her Make r, like a bride adorned to meet the brid egroom ! Human
nature , as we see it in its fairest specimens, is very lovely even here ; but as
dead flies make the most precious perfume to stink , so the unlovely mixture
of sin and defect spoils the pleasure we take in the contemplation of excel-
lence, and check s the full tide of love and admiration while it is warm and
flowing. But there all will be uniform and of a piece. Each pure mind
will be a fair tablet without a blot ; past trans gressions will be don e away for
ever ; and for the future , for the long ages of fut urity, they shall be without
fault before the throne.

I would take occasion to observe , as the conclusion of the whole, that this
hope contains one of the purest motives of aspirin g after heaven . It is well
when any motive operates upon a man so as to make him do his duty ; but
the man who obeys throu gh the hopes of heaven, and at the same time
fashions that heaven accordin g to the visions of a worldly or a sensual ima-
gination , shews a low mind , that still grovels among the thin gs of ear th and
sense—where as to pant after a futur e state , where we shall sin no more,
shews a person alread y far advanced in the paths of virtue ; to form the very
idea of such a happiness does not belong to him who has but enter ed on the
Christian life. He, indeed , begins with sacrificing his sins because he knows
there is no other way to salvation , but he would be very glad if he might
rather keep them ; to part with them is as the pluckin g out of a right eye,
the cuttin g off a ri ght hand ; he can hard ly conceive, if I may use the ex-
pression , how God will be able to make it up to him ; and he is very apt to
image to himself a sort of Mahometan paradise where he shall be rewa rded
for being abstemious here with a life of voluptuousness ever after. By
degrees, however , if he persevere in the line of duty, the sacred love of
virtue lays hold upon his heart ; he loves her now with a pure and disin-
terested passion . He is not tempted to inquire with casuistic al niceness how
holy and how blameless he must be to escape from perdition , but his most
eager wishes press forward to the attainmen t of all moral excellence. These
are wishes which stron gly tend to thei r own fulfilment , for both in this life,
partl y, and more completely in the life to come, Blessed are they who hunger
and thirst af ter righteousness , for they shall be f illed.
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Sir,
Your readers will probabl y feel some interest in the state of the reli gious

world in Holland and German y, and I therefore proceed to state a few facts
which occur to me after a recent visit.

In Holland there is little of rel igious controvers y, and this may be attri -
buted mainly to the unive rsall y toleran t spirit which pervades that interestin g
and intelli gent land. It is now not easy to draw the lines of distinction
which separate one sect from another . The Mennonites no longer refuse to
take arms or oaths ; the Calvinist is seldom found to insist upon the " pecu-
liar doctrines " of his master ; the Lutheran has marched several steps farthe r
away from the Romish church , and has become almost identified with the
Reformed ; and the Remonstrant is so littl e an object of dislike, that one of
the most renowned of their preachers has lately been specially summoned to
preach before the king, and , as he himself told me, was honoured by no
small portio n of royal laudation . The only stron g sectarian feeling among.
Dut ch Protestants is that whicn hangs about their " Catholic question ," a
question not quite so divested of diffic ulties as our Catholic question , since
their Cat holicism wields instru ments of prodigious influence , and has un-
fortunatel y shewed itself on all occasions the heart y ally of civil despotism.
The Unitarian question is not , however , in a state of complete stagnati on.
A champion has lately appeared at Maaslins, named P. W. Bronwer , who
published a book (in 1826) entitled , The Bible Doctrine resp ecting the
Person of Jesus Christ , to which he has since added a supplement enti-
tled , Farther Exp lanations. These works are the symptoms of an ap-
p roaching change, and I think it would be desirable bot h that they should
be possessed by the Committee of the Unitaria n Association , and that a
corres pondence should be established with thei r author. I wrote to him
from Rotterdam , but was not able to visit him. In Flande rs the Protes tant
sects are altogether blended . There is but one church , and that churc h is
called The Protestant Church.

A similar stat e of thin gs exists in many of the state s of German y. The
Lutherans and Calvinists are no longer distinguishe d from one another *
They worshi p in the same churches , the pulpit is occupied by the ministers
of either part y indifferentl y, and in a few years t hey will not eveij have pre-
served their names. The situation of theological inquiry in German y covers
England with disgrace and reproach. The indefatigable ardour , the varied
learnin g, the critical sagacity with which biblical researches are pursued ,
form a stran ge (and to an Englishman a sad) contrast to the slumberin g
dulness of our theologians. " You boast of your civil libert y," said one of
the most renowned , and at the same time most ort hodox , of their theological
professors to me, " but must come hither to learn what intellectual libert y
is. Your politicians may have f reedom of  sp iri t, but your theologians
have no freedom of mind *" How should the worshi pers of creeds and of
authorit y have freedom ? How should tlie advocates of an establishment
built up by tyrann y out of the wr ecks of ignorance , dare research ? 1 at-
tended severa l of the theological classes in tne Universities , and found from
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every chair , whether orthodox or heterodox , the fullest and freest criticis m
invited and encouraged . Those chairs are generall y- surrounded by large
classes of young men following their instruct ors with eager solicitude , while
they poured out the vast treasure s of sacred and profane learnin g upon the
biblical page. And as there are no f alse reputations in German y, as no
man obtains distinction there till he has written a boot whicK is scanned by
criticism 's keenest eye, and as theologica r studies are eminentl y popular , it
is not likely that German y should fall from her high and pre-eminent sta-
tion in the field of divinit y. Nor can inquiry now be stopped. Truth , tha t
pearl of great price , cannot but be the ultimate recompense of such intelK-
fent and active divers : and they are as coura geous as intelligent. Profess or

aulus told me, that an attem pt was made not long ago by the government ,
to interfere with his lectures , and he recei ved notice that he must be less
heter odox in his instructions. He quietly answered , " I am old, and can-
not chan ge my course. Silenced I may be, but while I speak , I must speak
the word s of honesty, and follow the footsteps of inquir y wherever they may
lead." He has not been molested since, and will, I doubt not, pursue his
distinguished career to the end of his days. He was very anxious to know
more about our sect, our situation , and our proceedin gs, and I was enabled to
gratif y him. His " Life of Christ" is a decidedl y Unitari an work. But
he, like most of the Continental Protestants , and particularly those wFia look
up to Gothe and to v oss, have the same prejudices against the Catholics,
which I have spoken of as existing in Holland , and would deem the success
of the *ff Emanci pation question" an Euro pean calamit y. In looking at a
few numbers of his Sophroni zon, you would find evidence enough of the
stat e of his mind on this important matter.

I frequently fell in with Unitarian Christians —men fully acquainted with
the evidences and deeply interested in the spread of our opinions. One
father of a large family, whom I met at Bonn , travellin g on foot with his
three sons and thei r tuto r , in purs uit of knowledge, while they visited the
marvello us and unima ginable beauties of the splendid Rhin g, told me, that
he had lived in England , was acquainted with some of our ministers , and
had educated his boys in the strict est Christian Unitarianism . I might men-
tion another , a personal friend of my own, the fathe r of eight children, who,
after havin g abandoned Trinitarianism and studied the writin gs of our great
men , has been quietly spreadin g the seed of the Unitarian faith, where it
will, ere long, sprin g up with increase . I know of many such. Undoubt-
edly a great chan ge is preparin g for the future . A thousand and a thousand
little streams are silently windin g thei r way throu gh the great field of hu-
man existence—stream s of truth and knowled ge, unobserved by the careless,
despised by the foolish. They will unite by and bye, and form a great and
mighty river, bearin g mankind upon its waters.

J. BOWRING.
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Sir,
Aixow me a few words , which relate in some degree to the subject of

the observations of Mr. Madge in the last number *
The bitte r and unchristian spirit which has too often been excited amidst

the heats of contro versial discussion, have been the subject of well-founde d
regret. Ther e are, however , I imagine, few reflecting perso ns at the present
qay who require to be convinced that even personal controversy has been
the instrument of no triflin g benefits to the cause of tr uth and reli gion. The
attention which U rouses in the spectators of the conflict, ihougTi it may in
the first instance be directed to the disputan ts, is in time transferred to the
subject in debate ; men's minds are sharpened , new views are struck out ,.
before unsuspected ; and though for a while the parties may appear to
diver ge more and more widely from each other , yet it is not unfre quentl y
the effect of discussion gradual ly and impercep tibly to bring them nearer ia
realit y. Old phrases indeed are pertinaciousl y retained ; but new definitions
are given of tnem , which entirely alter the nature of the propositions they
are employed to express ; so that after the heat and violence of the contest
have in some degree subsided, the contendin g parties may at last have leisure
to discover that the chief remaini ng difference is about the meanin g of a
word. Contro versy, in short , seems to be among the means appointed by
Providence for the discovery and propagation of tru th ; and it does not
Become us hastily to deny altogethe r what has certainl y been productive of
importa nt and beneficial effects. It should rathe r be our business to avail
ourselves of the use of this valuable instrument , at the same time that we
diligently steer clear of its abuse ; not to shrin k from its employment when
circumstances render it necessary for the prom otion of usefu l knowledge,
the detection of error and imposture , or the vindication from unj ust calumn y
of the venerated and illustrious dead. It is true that in thus employing it,
we may be liable to suffer wron g, from the violence of the bigoted and
illiberal , or the sarcastic sneer of those who mistake a jest for an ar gument ;
put in such cjases, while we are carefu l not to ret urn railin g for railin g, we
should rather rejoice that an opportunit y is thus afforded to ourselves of
val uable moral improvement , by cultivatin g the trul y Christian graces of
good temper and forbearance.

I have been led to these remarks by noticin g the manner in which the
polemical chara cter of a considerab le portion of Dr. Priestle y's wri tin gs has
Been made the subject of undistin guishing complaint, not only by his oppo-
nents , but also to a certai n degree even by some of his warmest admirers.
It is not un usual for the one part y to censnre with vehemence , and for the
other to acknowledge with regret , the asperit y by which they are said to be
peculiarl y characte rized. Now I am far from denying that passages of this
descri ption are to be found in his works. Dr. Priestle y was a rap id , and
occasionall y a preci pitate writer , and generall y composed his contro versial
pieces when influenced by the excitement of the occasion which gave them
birth ; but I cannot think that afte r a fair examination of his volumi nous
works we shall find ourselves obliged to concede the char ge to any th ing
like the extent in which it is usually advanced . However severel y ne may
think it necessary to censure the doctrine of his adversaries , or the tone of
arro gant self-sufficiency in which they have occasionally expr essed it, lie
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never brings into question their integrity or good intentions ; and thr oughout
conducts himself as an earn est, and perhaps sometimes too vehemen t, but
yet as an honour able and fair opponent Even when his indi gnation and
contem pt are at their height , he neve r adopts a style which is unsuitable
either to the scholar or the gentleman .

With respect to the character and merits of this distinguished person, I
am indeed well aware of the circumstances which may be supposed to render
it difficult for me to form a fair and impartial judgment. He in whose
mind a celebrat ed name has been almost -invariabl y associated with , feeli ngs
of respect and admiration , is not perha ps the person most likely to arriv e at
a perfectl y just and accurat e conclusion upon such a subject ; but he may
possibly deserve at least as much confidence as they to whom such a name
has habituall y suggested only the idea of a formidable and not always un-
successful opponent. Notwithstandin g, therefore , the acknowledged influenc e
of this not unnatural bias, I must be allowed to say, that the general outcr y
against the controversial asperi ty of Dr. Priestle y seems to me to have been
carried far beyond its due bounds. There are very few instances in which
he was the first aggressor , and scarcel y any in which the account is not
much more tha n balanced by the violence and bigotry of his anta gonists, of
whom there ar e f ew (Dr. Price and Bishop Newcome are perha ps the only
exceptions ) from whose pages it would not be easy to select passages which
we might safely challen ge any one to parallel in the whole ra nge of Priest -
ley 's polemical writin gs. Few of them fail to call in question his motives,
and io black en his character as a man and a Christian , while he is on all
occasions desir ous as much as possible to keep the p erson of his opponent
out of view in the examination of his doctrine.

My attention , not long ago, was attracted by a passage in a work of the
eminent Profes sor Dugald Stewart , published six years afte r Priestl ey's
death , where , without the apology which others might have pleaded from
the excitement of a personal controvers y, he has shewn himself a little under
the influence of this p olemical spirit. Not contented with endeavo uring to
shew his ar guments to be inconclusive , he str ives to convict him of a wilful
imposition upon his read ers . The peculiar , and perha ps somewhat fancifu l,
theor y with repect to the nature of matter , oh which Dr. P. lays so much
stress in his Disquisitions on Matte r and Spirit , is first mention ed in his His-
tor y of Light and Vision , and is there introduc ed by the following sentence :

" This scheme of the immate rialit y of matter , as it may be called,
or rather the mutual penetration of matter , first occurred to my friend , Mr.
Michell, in readin g Baxter on the Immortalit y of the Soul."

Mr. Stewart , in his Dissertation entitled " On the Meta physical Theories
of Hartle y, Priestle y, and Darwin ," after havin g inserted the whole passage
of which this is the introductor y sentence , proceeds as follows:— ** In the
Disquisitions on Matter and Spirit by the same author , the above passage is
quoted at length ; but it is somewhat remarkable , that as the aim of the
latter wor k is to inculcate the materiality of the mind, Dr. Priestle y has
prudentl y suppressed the clause which I have disting uished in the first sen-
tence of the foregoing extract by printin g it in cap itals,79 *

Our author seems to think that he has detected Dr. Pri estley in a notabl e
piece of disingenuit y, and evidently exults not a little in his discover y. One
might be inclined , however, to suspect that he had not read the disquisitions
on Matt er and Spirit with the attention which might have been expected ,
- ' - ———-— .« ., . ¦> •< ¦*

. • Philosop hical Eesays, p. 133, 4to edit ,
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when we find this very notion of the immaterialit y of matter distinctl y ad-
verted to not many pages before ; " Jf it be asked ," says Dr. P., " how
upon this hypothesis matter differs from spirit , if there be nothin g in matter
that is properly solid or impenet rable ? I answer , that it no ways concern s
me or true philosophy to maint ain that there is any sueh difference between
them ds has been hitherto supposed."* How the clause which Mr. Stewart
has printed in capitals came to be omitted , I do not pretend to explain ; but
it is obvious that after the above passage was inserted , there is no imaginable
way in which Dr. Priestle y's argument could be assisted by the omission.
The awkward ness, and apparentl y contradictor y form of the expression , may
perha ps have been the inducement .

I have not introduced this as a subject of any peculiar interest or moment
in itself, but simply as furnishin g a curious specimen , on a small scale, of
the spirit and temper in which, as it appears to me, controvers y ought not
to be conducted , A rule is violated , to which very few, if any, exceptions
cart be admitted —that in contro versial discussions we have nothin g to da with
the personal character or private motives of the disputants , but simply and
solely with the quality of their ar guments , and the extent to which they
affect the question in debate.

W. T.

O with out thee; my Father I thee,
What am I, or what should I be ?
A child of grief , and doubt , and care—
A lonely stranger wandering here ,
With nought but earthl y love to cheer
And nought but darkness o'er to-morrow- —
And none in sorro w's moments near
To whom I might unveil my sorrow.

There was a day of joy and love,
When all was bright arou nd, above ;
And then the days of grief and tears ,
As I bent down the vale of years,
And soon came tumult' s ministers ,
And hopes o'erwhelm'd and blessings riven :
O ! who could bear earth' s storms and fears
Without some better friend in heaven ?

How sweetly from thy heavenly throne
The Gospel-beams descended down,
And o'er time's vale of darkness threw
New rays of light and glory too !
Then first the germ of greatness grew
Within me—and my soul desiring
Some bliss all-wort hy to pursue
Rose on the wings of faith aspiring.

f Disquisitions on Matter and Spirit , it. 16
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And then it seem'd as if the light
Of heaven made ear th more gay and bright,
And every flower that blossotn 'd round
Pour 'd balsam forth for every wound—
A thousand , thousa nd joys I found ,
And wept—and prayed— with stron g emotion ;
And felt that every uttered sound
Reach ed Thee , when wafted by devotion .
Go forth —go foTth ! in every track ,
And call the errin g wanderers back ;
Stretch out—stretch out thy gracious hand —
And pour thy light on every land,
And make the people understand
That heaven is now on eart h descended—
That men must be one happy band ,
All tongues, all tribes , all nations blended.
Tear from our yielding hearts within
The old and witherin g roots of sin,
And lead us from life's darksome way
With thine own pure—th y perfect ray*
What peace—what pleasure to obey—
And in the very scenes which gave us „
Thou ghts Jull of darkness and dismay,
Find hopes to cheer ^—and faith to save us !
O we were tremblin g prisoners , bound
With iron fetters to the ground,
Haunted by dreams the mournfultest ,
And spectred shapes and sights unblest !
A heavy weight upon our brea st,
The weight of doubts and fears, was lying ;
And e'en the sweetest hopes of rest
Could not subdue the dread of dying :
When , lo ! the Great Delivere r came—
And lighted in our souls a flame
Of hope — of joy—an effluence br ight
From Him—the very source of light;
All heaven was opened on our sight,
And all its joys in prospect given.
O vision of supreme delight!
For sons of God—for heirs of heaven !
And calmly now our footsteps trea d
Amidst the ruin s of the dead ;
Those ruins raised by God, will be
The temples of eter nity ;
And life's light scenes so swiftly flee,
When o'er tnem hope immortal towers,
That e'en the path of misery
Is hung with lamps and strew 'd with flowers.
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CATHOLICI SM IN SILESIA AND GERMANY CENERALLY .

( 156 )

We have , on some former occasion s, given our readers some information
as to the various forms which Catho licism adopts in different countries , th at
they may judge both how far even Catholic state s allow ecclesiastical to
tre nch upon civij institutions , and how much of trut h there is in the cry by
which Protestants are persuaded that Catholicism is unbending and uncon -
trollab le, and that proscri ption is necessar y to ensure safety of life and limb
to the members of the body politic. We shall not ,be suspected of being
friends to the state 's interference with religion or even religious communities ,
but we must say that it is incumbent on those who have no scru ples of this
sort , to be quite satisfied that , with a little tr ouble and good mana gement , they
might not provid e very peaceab le antidote s against any apprehension of mis-
chief, without resortin g to the bungling remed y of proscri ption or exterm i-
nation.

A good deal of addition to our store of information on the s'ate of Catho -
licism in differen t countries , will be found in the last Number of the Fo-
reign Quarter ly Revie w, in an articl e entitled " Catholicism in Silesia."
We propose to avail ourselves of this inform ation in puttin g together a few
observations on the subject. Some light on these points is very desira ble for
English polemics and politicians. We are quite of the writer 's opinion , that
" We English live far too much in a world of our own—we have too high ideas
of the importance of every thing done in England , and are too apt to und er -
value the proceedin gs of other countries. It need not be said that we know
almost nothin g of the literatu re of other countries . A few poets, historians ,
and scientific writers come over to us—but of the mass of wr itings on the great
and important subjects of religion, reformation , and of chan ge in opinions ,
on the Continent , we absolutely know nothin g, however offensive the assertio n
may be to the read ing public, who are persuaded they know every thin g."

It would appear , that the Protestant German states have not taken nearly
so much libert y with the Catholic institutions among them, as those govern -
ments have done which maintai n orthodox relation with the Papal see.
There has been found to be but litt le difficulty in formin g arra ngements be-
tween the Pope and the heads of Catholic states , (Austria for instan ce,) by
which the temporal authorit y of the forme r has been altogether destro yed ;
but perha ps Prote stant princes have felt some delicacy in speakin g plainl y
on such subjects, and their' Catholic subjects have more difficult y in submit -
ting to interfe rence , thou gh Count dal Pozzo has laboured hard to shew, th at
in temporals it can and ought to make no difference whether their king, as
an individual , be Cath olic or Protestant.

In Silesia the state is of course Pr otestant , and the population is nearl y
equally divided . The peace has been prett y fairl y kept between the two par-
ties ; and the consequence seems to have followed naturall y enough, th at the
Catholics , not being kept steadfast by persecution , have learned to think a
little freely as to some points of discipline, and to be desirous of a certain
degree of libert y. The Prussian government , however , has made worse terms
than severa l ot her s have made since the general peace, pa rticula rl y as to the
election and confi rmat ion of the bishops and other church dignitaries. The
German Cathol ics were , and are , strivin g generall y to get rid of Roman sub-
jectidn . The people of the freer states wished to be at least as independent
as despotic Austria was : the desire of all wasjto have erected , not a Roman
Catho lic, but a German Catholic church , under a common primat e. This,



however, did not suit with the reigning fashion oC legitimacy ; and, for ther
time, (thou gh certainl y only for a season,) the old system has been adhered
to, under more or less of modification , as each state was found by the Pope
to be more or less difficult to make terms with ,

A curious book has lately been published , by a Roman Catholic priest of
Silesia, whose object is to point out the abuses of the establishment of his re-
ligion, particularl y in the diocese of Breslau , and to sketch out remedies , which
certainl y are sweeping enough, thou gh the writer has no disposition to sepa-
rate himself from the Catholic communion. He is, in short , a disciple of
the Leopold and Ricci school ; and the measures approved by the synod of
Pistoia would , as nearl y as possible, meet his views of necessar y reform.

The fi rst point to which he directs his attention , and in which he shews
the necessity of some alterations , relat es to the education of the clergy. We
should apprehend that the regula tions on this head in Bavaria and Austria
would meet the evil complained of. Accordin g to the author , the prevailin g
plan in Silesia teems with defects and abuses , and the fruits of a defective
education are manifest in the disorderl y lives and the ignorance of the clergy.

The enforcement of celibacy is another regulation against which this Ger-»
man priest complains , particula rly as a fruitful cause of scandalous profli -
gacy ; and he enters largely into the abuses arisin g from a class of officiatin g
priests called chaplains who are not beneficed , and from the prac tice with
which the functions of those persona ges are most connected—t hat of celebra -
tin g private masses and establishing foundations for tha t purpose, and of
course masses for pay, a source of immense gain to the church *

The disposal of benefices in Silesia is another subject of great complaint *
The re gulations of the church require merit to be regar ded in the choice. In
Austria and Bavaria we have seen this diligently enforced ; but in Silesia ,
where the government , where it interferes , is on no very intimate relations
with the church of another faith , leaves the matter with the bishops, and the
bishop looks, as might be expected , first to his pocket , and next to his ease.

Equal ly strong objections are made to the books of instruction , and espe-
cially the catechism for the young. In this age of education , we have often
wondered that the Catholic authoriti es do not exert themselves to find credit *
able aliment for the appetite which canno t now be restrained ; and , in parti *
cular , it is stran ge that their popular books should be almost exclusively con-
fined to topics which , in fact , the church itself does not teach, which the best
informed amon g themselves disavow , and which only furnish subjects of ridi -
cule and reproach when they fall into the hands of the irreverent heretic
The good priest , whose work is under consideration , laments also the state
of the liturgy, which conta ins much that is good, blended with a great deal at
which men of cultivated taste and refinement must often blush : which is
only tolera ble as veiled by music ; and which, by being in a fore ign tongue,
(which is now becomin g the grand source of disconten t throu ghout Ger-
ma ny,) can be no practical hel p to the devotional and pious feelings of the
multitude. The Council of Trent direct s the priests to explain the sacra -
ments , if they conveniently can , in the vernacular tongues. If so, why not
save the explanation by giving the th ing itself at once in an intelli gible
shape ?

It would far exceed our limits to enter into the many particulars in which
it would appea r that the Silesian chur ch exceeds others in irre gularity , de-
formit y, or absurdit y. The objection able charac ter of its practices or pror
fessors is doubtless the more observed from the immediate contact of the
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reformed cttft es, a circumstance which, in most countries , has had a decidedly
beneficial effect in promot ing a tacit reform and chastenin g of Cathol ic
observances.

It appears , that complaints becoming general , public efforts have been
made for their redress. A petition has been presented to the Prince Bishop
of Breslau by several of his clergy, praying a re form of the Missal, the use
of the German language, a proper hymn book for the people, and a com-
mission to inquire into the stat e of the litur gy. This petition has been print ed
in Hanover, The Bishop, in his answer , denies the grounds of complaint ,
and complains of the absurdit y of asking him for reforms which he has no
power to make. He, however , states, a nymn book is in prepara tion ; that
his attenti on is turned to the diocesan ritual ; and that it is not in his power
to introduce the Germa n language. The Bishop's answer has found a reply
which handl es it pre tty roughly.

There have been , of late, in Germa ny, several instances of the spread of
inquiry in tue Cath olic Church , which are noticed in the articl e to which
we have referred in the Forei gn Quarterl y. The case of Dr. Klotz, who
was a priest of the diocese of Augsbur g, is further remarkable from the
generosity with which the Catholic Kin g of Bavaria has provided for him on
his secession from his church preferment. At a town near Muhlhausen ,
some of the inhabitants present ed a demand to the priest to be allowed to re-
ceive the communion m both kinds , declarin g that , unless thei r request was
granted , they wpuld separate from the Roman Catholic Church. The new
Archbisho p of Munich publi shed, in 182 1, a pastoral letter , in which he
states , that in order to re-establ ish religious princi ples, and to brin g back
faith and piety among the laity, a reform must take place amon g the clergy.
Wessenber g, Vicar- general of the diocese of Constance , about the same time,
began, in saying mass, to read the Gospel in German . At Warsaw , we learn ,
that a mass is actual ly said in Polish for the churc h of the canonesses of St.
And re w. A priest has published, at Breslau , a book called " The Bible, not
for Priests , but for Kings and People." An incumbent in Bavaria , a royal
inspector of schools, has published a work with this title , " The public ser-
vices of Cathol ic Christians were originally, and ought again to be, quit e dif-
ferent from what they are ." On the celibacy of the clergy many works have
lately appeared , several on the litur gy, and others on the catechism , the use
x>f German , &c.

On the other hand , it should be observed , that the German Catholics have
lately become active in endeavours to proselyte. All discussions will tend to
good ; and this at least must be borne in mind to our shame , that an German y,
particularl y in the south , perfect peace and good-will are maintaine d between
professors of rival faiths, owing, no doubt , to the good sense with which most
governments , except those of England and Spain , have discarded the maxims¦of bigotr y and exclusion , and have learnt to let a man serve his countr y,
without findin g it necessary tha t he should believe, or rather to say he be-
lieves, in the established dogmas.

We shall , on a future occasion , notice some further illustrati ons of the pre -
sent relat ions to each other of the ecclesiastical and secular powers in differ-
ent parts of the Continent .
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Sir ,
As it is much the fashion to speak af the doctrine of The Atonement as

a vital, f undamental, cardinal doctrine of Christianity, I wish to inquire a
little into the doctrine to which such an importance is attached. As main-
tained by those who hold the above language, the doctrine, I apprehend,
is this, that God the Son, dwelling in the man Christ Jesus, made an inf inite
satisfac tion f or sin to the j ustice of God the Fath er. I ask , then , is this
doctrine expressly taught in the Christian Scriptures ? Can it be conveyed
to the mind in Scrip ture langmtye ? Isjt not manif estly a human interpre-
tation of a phraseology which is found in the Christian records ? Is there
a single passage in the New Testament which expresses any thing ianta *
mount to this vital doctrine ? And yet, as the reader will observe, it is
cap able of being distinct ly laid down in the comp ass of one short sentence *
If this is a f undamental principle of the Christian religion, it were to be
wished that the apostles had understood it as well, and defined it as clearly^
as the orthodox of modern times. How uauch controversy might have been
spared if they bad not left this vital doctrine to be collected by inf erence
From expressions to which various other interpretations may be given !
When will the practice cease of establishing gratuitous, not to say absurd*theories on the language of Scripture, and then dignifying them with the
appellations of vital and f undamental doctrines of the gospel! But the
orthodox Christian, no doubt, will ask, what is the meaning of those passages
of Scripture in which the death of Christ is spoken of in connexion with
the forgiveness of sin } Were I to give him my interpretation of them, he
would not accept it. It is, however, sufficient to reply, that whatever be
their true interpretation , his interpretation cannot but be false, as it involves
assumption upon assumption. To say nothing of the doctrine of three
persons in one God, it assumes what is manifestly not true, that the sin of
a finite being deserves an infinite punishment ; it assumes what can never
be proved, that infinite j ustice is something altogether distinct from infinite
benevolence ; it assumes, in contradiction to the whole analogy of j udicial
inflictions, that j ustice can be as well satisfied by the sufferings of the inno«-
cent, as by the punishment of the guilty .; and unless, for the sake of
consistency, it be maintained that the divinity suffered , it assumes that an
infinite value may be attributed to the sufferings of a man.

It will be no wonder if the advocates of such a doctrine should also be
cidvocates for the prostration of the understanding to the mysteries of the
gospel. But when it is demanded of me to prostrate my understanding to
the mysteries of the gospel, I am at a loss to understand what the demand
implies. Am I to believe, that I do not see that to be an absurdity or con-
tradiction which I do see to be such ? Or am I to believe, that what I
do see to be a contradiction or an absurdity may not be such in reality, and
ought, therefore, to be received ? One thing, however, is certain, namely,
that this demand involves an acknowledgment that the doctrines contended
for are irreconcik able to reason. Let them be shewn not to be irrat ional ,
and the prostration of the understanding will have no place. I will not
(Jwell upon the consequences which have followed from this prostration of
the understanding in religion, but will simply state, that as the evidences of
Christianity amount only to the highest moral probability, it will be impos-
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sible, while Chri stianit y is encumb ered with doctrines which are irrecon-
cileable to reason , to argu e successfully with tlie unbeliever. Prove to him
that on the ground of its external evidence the Christ ian faith cannot ration -
ally be rejected, his answer is at hand. He will reply, that, perp lexing as
the case may be, it cannot be more irrational to rej ect than to admit a faith
which appears to contradict the clear and certain conclusions of the human
mind. The advocate of mystery, indeed , will say that the doctrines for which
he contends are neither self-contradictor y nor absurd . But of this the
unbeliever will not allow him to be the ju dge.

But I ask , with what justice this doctrine can be called a f undamental
doctrine of Christianit y ? Does it enforce a single moral obligation ? Does
the disbelief of it withdraw any motive to virtuous conduct ? Is it by an
Bppeal to this doctrine that we are urged to live soberly, righteousl y, and
godly in the world ? Or is not the grand consideration to us, what we
shall suffer for sin if not repented of and forsaken , rather than by what
medium it will be pardoned , when forgiven ? I do not , however , say that
the doctrine is not capable of any application. It is often applied to the
injury if not to the subversion of pr actical religion. Men who have lived the
most irreli gious and immoral lives are exhorted in their dying moments to
By to the atonin g blood of Christ for a passport to the joys of heaven . But
this , it may be said, is an abuse of the doctrine. Be it so. I should be
glad to be told what are its uses. It shews in an awful manner the evil of
sin. And in a manner equally awful it distorts the character of God, and
Represents the Father of mercies as a being whom it is imp ossible to love*
It is not , however, matter of admirati on that they who veri ly believe this
doctrine should consider it as a f undamental princi ple of their reli gion. If
the understandin g does not feel its absurdity, the imagination will be stron gly
impressed with its mysterious grandeur. The stern j ustice of the Fi rst person
^of the Trinit y, contrasted with the benignity of the Second , who condescends
to do that without which myriads of helpless beings must have been doomed
to everlastin g torments , presents a subj ect of contem plation which he who
can unsus pectingly admit the doctrine , will not fail to regard with wonder
and with awe. And to such a man, Christi anit y, when stri pped of this stu-
pendous machiner y, will appear to have lost its essence and its interest .
Thus , doubtless , the pious Catho lic considers the Protestant as havin g robbed
Christianit y of its chief excellence and glory, while professin g to reform the
errors of the Churc h of Rome. But some zealot may now ask, If the
atonement is not a vital doctrine of the gospel , what is? I answer , the
solemn assurance that " all who are in their graves shall hear the voice of
the son of man and shall come fort h, they who have done good, to the resur -
rection of life, and they who have done evil, to the resurrecti on of condem-
nation. "* This is indeed a doctrine of revelation , a doctrin e in which

• ** Had Jesus Chris t delivered no other declaration than the following : ' The
hour is comiug in which all that are in the grave shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth ; they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that
have done evil to the resurrection of damnation / he had pro nounced a message of
inestimable importance , and well worth y of that splendid apparatus of prop hecy and
miracles with which his mission was introduce d and atteste d ; a nifoottgc in which
the wisest of , man kind would rejoke to find an answer to their doubts and rest to
their inquiries. It is idle to say tha t a futu re state had been discovered alread y ; it
had J ^eeu discovere d as the Copei nican system was ; it was one guess among man y.
He alone discovers who pro ves, and . no man can prove this point , but the teacher
who. testifies by miracles that his doctrine comes from God."— Paley.
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every man is most deeply interested , a doctrine which applies to the grand
sprin gs of human action , hope , and fear , and whi eh, when regarded as the
sanction of the moral precept s of Christianit y, leaves us nothin g farther to
desire as a motive to a pious , benevolent , and holy life. A divine rule of
life, supported by the doctrine of future retribution , established also on
divine authorit y, contains every thin g that can beneficial ly influence human
conduct , and train the heart of man to virtue. If I mistak e not , however ,
there are Christian divines who, in their zeal for their peculiar doctrines ,
will not hesitate to say', that Jesus Christ came for no ver y important purpose
if the object of his mission was mere ly to teac h mor ality, and " to bring life
and immortali ty to light. *'

E. COGAN.

Sir ,
In common , I doubt not , with most of your readers , I was much interested

and grati fied by the able view which your corres pondent T. has given of
the question of . religious establishm ents. While, however , I readil y admit
the corr ectness of his genera l ar gument , and am on the whole fully con-
vinced that the evils, both political and moral , arisin g from such establish-
ments, greatl y overb alance their advanta ges, it is yet the part of cand6ur to
acknowled ge the existence of these advan tages, and to allow them their full
weight, not only in order that our view of this important question may be
complete and comprehensive , but in order that our attention may be directed
to the means of combinin g these beneficial consequences, as far as circum*-
stences will admit of it, with the practical influence of reli gious libert y on
the most extensive scale.
• There are two points connected with this inquiry to which, under the
denomination of moral and political advanta ges of an establishment , I chiefly
wish at present to request the attention of your readers.

Some time ago I was deeply interested by the perusal of Dr? Chalmers 's
" Christian and Civic Economy of Lar ge Towns ," (a wo*k, by the way,
which, notwithstanding the extraordinar y reputation of the wr iter , does not
appear to have received from the public the attention to which either its
intrinsi c merit s or the importance of the subject entitle it ,) and could not
avoid being forcibly impressed by the ar gument in favour of a rel igious
establishm ent , derived from the operation of what he calls the princi ple of
locality. He j ustl y observes , that a given amount either of pecuniar y con-
tributio n , or of labour , ener gy and public spirit , is not likely to produce
nearl y the same amount of benefit to the public when it is thrown into one
lar ge fund , directed to the magnificent , but distracting and overwhelming,
scheme of regeneratin g the whole of a vast and populous city, as when it is
distributed into smaller portions , each individual or small communit y tak ing
char ge of its own neighbourhood , and devotin g its attention to an object not
too extensive for the resou rces, the stren gth or the knowled ge of an individual
to gra pple with. This general princi ple he illustrates at great length , ac-
cordin g to his eloquent , thou gh somewhat diffusive and imaginative method ,
and supports it by a variet y of strikin g facts derived from his own extensive
practical experience. Now, as far as the merel y civic economy of a lar ge
population jis concerned , it is perha ps practica ble to divide a town intci
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district s, for the purpose of most effectually promoting the temporal and
political improvemen t of the lower classes, with equal advanta ge, whatever
might be its ecclesiastical constitution. But the same cannot be said of the
much more important objects of the Chris tian philanthr opist. Here it i&
scarcely practicable to brin g the principle of locality to bear when the in-
habitan ts of the district belong to a variet y of religious pr ofessions, and
are scatte red about as members of a great numb er of remote and detached
congre gations* The tenden cy of a national establ ishment , on the other
hand , supposing it to be fully carried into effect, is ta encourage the opera-
tion of this princi ple in all its extent , both in the civil and the reli gious
concerns of the people. If there were no Dissenters ^ every man would be,
what the law presumes him to be, an attendant at his own parish church.
The congregation which a parochial clergyman has to attend to, is com-
prised (to use a popular phrase) within a ring-fence. In the midst of the
most dense and crowded population of a great city, the objects to which
his cares are particularl y directed are thus confined within a small compass ;
and it is not inconceivable that if the denominations of neighbour and fel low-
worshiper could be made equivalent , and if at the same time the more
enlightened and opulent inhabitants of the vicina ge were actuated by tru ly
Chri stian principles, the moral and spiritual , as well as the tempo ral , wel-
fere of their poorer brethren , would be more effectuall y promoted . They
would be more intimately acquainted with thei r indigent neighbours ,—they
would take a deeper interest in their welfare, and would have more frequent
opportunities and greater facilities for examinin g into their real condition ,

feat the necessar y tendenc y of the congregational principle, when ope-
rating on the population of a large town,. m to destroy this feeling of loca-
lity. Accordin gly, I am persuaded that no Dissecting minister can have
read the very interes ting detail of the plans introduced by Dr.. Chalmers for
the improvement and benefit of his parish v without being tempted to regret
that the scattered position of his own flock rendered , it scarcely practicable
for him, in his character of a minister of the Gospel, to exercise so exten-
sive and effectual an influence.

The members of a Dissentin g congregation are brou ght together not by
vicinity of residence, but by agreement: in religious profession or mode of
worship. Th£ consequenc e is* that they have often little or no personal
connexion with each other ; their places of abode are remote and insulated ;
they know little of their neighbours , because they are not fellow-worship-
ers;; often still less of their fellow-worshi pers, because they are not
neighbou rs ; so that the princi ples o£ union and mutual co-operatio n; in-
stead of combining their influence , mutuall y check and counte ract each
ether. The ssfme cause is also apt to oppose a seriou s difficult y in the way
of some of the most important duties of the minister of religion in a grea t
and crowded metro polis. In some instances it would seem as if he knew
almost as little of his flock as they know of each other. His office is thus
degraded into that of a? mere preacher or lecturer ; and thus not a f e w of
the most essential functi ons of the Christian pastor are apt to be neglected
as impract icable, and fall into disuse. The bond of union , too, which keeps
the society together , is often a mere rope of sand , which the slightest acci-
dent , may: scatter to the winds-

I am far from saying that these considerations should induce us to sacri-
fice a particle of our Christian liber ty ; but still it seems undeni able, that
there are evilston the one hand, and opposing advanta ges on the other ; and
it would be most desirable to endeavour to exercise our liberty in such a
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way as to guard against these evils, and to partici pate as largely in the ad-
vantages as we can . It is particularl y important , especially in lar ge towns,
to brin g into active operation every princi ple which may tead the member s
of each vicina ge to combine togethe r as neighbours in promotin g the cause
of Christian charit y ; and on the other hand , to adopt every means of draw -
ing more closely together , in the bonds of mutual fellowship and brotherl y
affection , the member s of the same religious society, however remote in
residence , circumstances , or connexions.

Another point which appears to me to deserve some attention in balancin g
the evils and advanta ges of a religious establishment , is its connexion with
the observance of a weekly day of rest. I do not propose here to enter upon
the theological question as to the obligation of what is sometimes, I think
injudiciousl y, called the Christian sabbath. It is a question upon which I
should probabl y differ from your ingenious corr espondent , since I am one of
those who cannot find in the New Testam ent any express authorit y for the
religious observance of the Lord' s day, and consequentl y place the obliga-
tion of it on the ground of expediency, and expediency alone. The custom,
however , may be traced so high in Christian antiquity, and the expediency
is so obvious and important , that notwithst andin g the absence of any aposto-
lic precept, the infere nce as to the apostolic practice seems almost irresisti -
ble. Perha ps it was wise to refrai n from any express injunction of an
observance which it would have been difficult to carr y into full effect durin g
the prevalence of heathen laws and institutions . But waving this quest ion,
and admittin g, upon whateve r grounds  ̂ the importance of a suspension of
ordi nary employments on the first day of the week, for the purpose of de*»
votin g at least a part of it to religious duties , it seems to follow, that the civil
institut ions of the countr y ought to avoid throwin g any difficulties in the
way of this suspension. Now it is evident that , to a certain extent , this
would be the case, if all men were permitted to exercise their ordina ry call-
ings as usua l on that day. In a countr y like this, fully peopled up to its
present means of subsisten ce, the wagfes of the lowest kinds of labour can
never be more than what is just sufficient for the maintenance of a family;
and hence, if it were customar y or permitted to occupy the Sunda y in the)
ordinar y employments of the week , thek remuneration for seven days' labour
would not on the aver age exceed what is now rece ived for six. The con-
dition of the labourin g classes would consequently be deteriorated pre cisely
in this proportion . In this manner the absence of any munici pal regulation
on this subject would amount to a premium on irrel igion and indifference.
Wages being adjusted to the supposition of seven days* labour , the conse-
quence would be, that a man whose scruples, or rather whose desire of reli-
gious edification and instruction , induced nim to intermit his secular business1
on that day, would do it at the expense of one seventh part of his income.

For these, among other reasons , I am not prepared to carry my notions of
the non-interference of the civil power in matters of religion to such a length?
as to regret the legal enfor cement of a: weekly day of rest.

W. T.
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This illustrious man was born in a small town of Old Castile, in 1756.
At the age of ten years he lost botfr his parents, but was kindl y taken care of
by his mother's brother, and by the Head of the Chapter at Calahorra , under
whose tuition he acquired a strong religious bias, and at the same time
shewed great independence of spirit. He made choice of the ecclesiastical
profession, and continued his studies at the University of Saragossa. While
still a youth, he evinced a strong spirit of inquiry, and discrimination between
truth and the fabrications of the dark ages. He became a candidate for eccle-
siastical preferment at a very early age, and in consequence of his extraor-
dinary learning and .merit, he succeeded, although it was necessary to obtain
a dispensation on account of his youth, he being twenty-three, instead of
twenty-fi ve—the usual age. He did not aspire to the higher dignities of the
church—perhaps he thought himself too open and independent in spirit for
such a station ; but he more than once carried off a number of academic
honours. His literary pursuits were of a very varied character, and he came
forward at a favourable period for using bis superior knowledge to enlighten
bis country—the order of the Jesuits having been j ust abolished.
. When elevated by his bishop to the offic e of Vicar General of Calahorra ,
he proved himself truly a father of the church. On several occasions he
rendered signal service to the people of his district, and by his boldness and
independence, procured a considerable dimunition of their burthens. It was
at this period of his life (about the year 1784) , that M. Llorente's labours
and studies took a direction which they preserved ever after. He adopted
more comprehensive views on the subject of religion, and abandoned the
narrow limits of that philosophy in which the Spanish universities had been
confined during three centuries. He was, however, notwithstanding, ap-
pointed Commissary of the Inquisition at LogroSo, a town rendered famous
by more than one auto-da-fe. It is curious enough, that while the liberality
of his creed presented no obstacle to his appointment to this office , the
strictest scrutiny was held, to ascertain whether he numbered among his
ancestors a Moor, a Jew, or, worse still, a Heretic.

It is hardly necessary to say that the terrible powers of the Inquisition ,
which, though custom had abated their rigour, mi ght at any moment have
been revived, lay dormant during the commissariat of M. Llorente. Some
years after, in 1793, he formed an intimacy with Don Manuel Abadla Sierra,
the Grand Inquisitor of Spam, who was, strange to say, a man of the most
liberal and enlightened benevolence. He conceived the project of changing
entirely the system of church government in Spain, and communicated to
M. Llorente his bold design for reforming the Inquisition. He went so far
as to solicit a plan of such a reform, with which he was so much pleased,
that he next induced Llorente to commence a complete history of the Holy
Office and an examination of the changes proposed.

It would appear that this scheme of the Grand Inquisitor became known,
for she .was hastily deprived of his offic e without any of the usual formalities.
The most ingenious manoeuvres were resorted to, to get possession of the
work which Llorente had begun ; and he found himself implicated in his
friend 's disgrace, especially as he had rendered himself obnoxious by the
independence with which he was known to have avowed his opinions on the
state of the church of Spain. The Inquisition, as if determined to have its
revenge for the daring attempt to reform it, recommenced its attack upon
the Jansenist party, as no heretics appeared at hand ; and M. Llorente was

( 164 )

MEMOIR OF M. J. A. LLORENTE.



made to ans wer for his freed om by passing a month J n prison at Sabrera ,
and by pay ing a fine of fi fty duca ts. Notwithstandin g this, an opportunit y
aft erwa rds presented itself for finishin g his work , in which he was en-
coura ged by th e Bishop of Calahorra , and durin g the suspension of the Holy
Office in 1S09, he obtained leave to make use of its records. For two years*he
was almost buried in papers , the prodi gious quan tities of which attested but too
powerfull y the activit y of the dread tribunal . His work may be charac teriz ed
as one of the most inst ructive ever wri tten : it is at the same time remarka-
bly impartial : it proves that the Inquisition was not establ ished without en-
counterin g an astonishin g degree of opposition from all classes of people in
Spain. The most curious thin g in this work is, that it discloses all the details
of the practice of this tribunal. Fro m others we had heard of the tortures of
the Inquisition ; M. Llorente reveals the means by which it secretl y pursued
its victims.

Durin g the chan ges which now befel his countr y, M. Lloren te was led to
suspend his literar y pursuits and engage in politics . He was called to the
council of the nation , and fi rst learned that this honour was decreed him
from the public prints. His object in the course he adopted being to serve
his countr y in what he then thou ght the best mode, he used his infl uence
to rem edy th e evils and soften the misfortunes of the times, and obtained a
mitigation of some harsh laws, partic ular ly that which subjected to confisca-
tion all who took refu ge in Cadiz. After havin g done all in his power to
enlighten and to soothe the minds of his countr ymen, by several works
which he published , he retired from the reactio n which he saw to be inevi-
table , and settled in Paris with a view to profit by the literar y treasures of
that capital. One of the most unfortunate events for Spain was the division
which took place between some of the most enlightened friends of a refor-
mation of the abuses of its government. Llorente was one of those who
attached themselves to the French par ty, from a belief that thence only could
ari se a permanent cure for the evils of their countr y ; and when the French
rendered themselves odious , and a spirit of independence arose which none
had foreseen , the new patriots pursued , with a blind and indiscrimi nate rage,
some of th eir most worth y fellow-countr ymen, who had only erred as to the
means , and might , by conciliation , have been united in one common plan*
The patriots who sided with the French were left in exile, and those who
had embraced the opposite course , weake ned by the division , becam e the
prey of the treacherous tyrant under whose banners they had sought for
freedom and independence. Elorente was prohibited from returnin g to
Spain on the eventual trium ph of his coun try, and was forced to endure the
severest calami ty a man of letters can know—the loss of his valuable librar y.
From that time he continued to re side at Paris , publishin g a series of works
which are well known . One of the latest of his works (Portraits of the
Popes) gave offence to the higher power s, and he received an order to quit
France , and was compelled to return to his countr y, now the seat of despotic
tyrann y . With much difficulty he obtained a few days ' respite. Neither his
character , his labours, nor his age, could procure him an extension of the
privileges of hospitalit y. He set out in the middle of winter , and ar r ived at
Madrid the 7th of Januar y, 1823, where he, in a few days, brea thed his
last , conscious of having passed his life in defendin g what he thou ght was
tr uth. His end was tran quil and serene. His count rymen have erected
a monument over the grave of a man who was constant to his principles,
excellent in his charac ter , and devoted to his countr y, thou gh pe/haps mis-
taken in the means he selected for its service.
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The literar y talent of M. Llorente was versa tile. He acquired a great re-
putation as an historian. His theological works were composed under the
influence of one dominant idea, a desire to mark the boundary between
civil authorit y and rel igious conviction , the empire of the law and the sanc-
tuary of conscience. This importa nt and delicate question occupied a lar ge
share of his attention. He was firml y attached to the church of which he
was a minister ; but at the same time had the most liberal views with regard
to toleration . He considered it, indeed , as a sentiment inseparable from tru e
religion. The most remarkabl e trait of his charac ter was his great frankness
and perfect independence. Never, even in the most distressing circum-
stances , was he known to make a concession which could be taken for a
compromise of princi ple. In the time of his prosperity he was kind , gene-
rous , and moderate ; read y to communicate to the necessitous , and to assist
them by personal exertions ; full of delicacy and consideration in the em-
ployment of the high powers confided to him.

When deprived of his income and of his librar y, and an exile in a
forei gn countr y, he employed himself in performin g th e sacred offices of his
religion, and in teaching his native language in a privat e school. The man
who had been a dignitar y in one of the richest churches of Christendom ,
counsellor of state to the brother of Napoleon, mana ger of his finances , and
distributor of his alms, thou ght himself happy to gain a slender income by
the employment of his talents in the humblest walk. But even such re-
sources were denied him ; the power of intolerance was exerted to cut him
off from these employments. Yet, in spite of his enemies, M. Llore nte still
found in the treasu res of his learnin g, in his taste for research , in the favour
of the public , and in the kind offices of esteem and friendshi p, sufficient to
satisfy his fru gal habits and his moderate desires. He left behind him a
great number of useful and interestin g works. Besides the " Histor y of the
Inquisition," there are twent y-two other published and nineteen unpub-
lished works * He greatl y assisted the Society of Christian Moralit y in its
establishmen t, and he enriched its records with two articles —" On the Union
of Chris tians of different Denominations ," and " On the State of Prisons in
Spain." He was also an industrious contributor , for four years, to the Revue
Encyclopedique.

Weajhed with play, and sighing for repose,
The infant nestles on her nurse 's breast.
The music of her voice is hush-d ; her eyes,
Bright as the day-light, with the day-light close.
The part ing lips, the gently heavin g chest ,
Are all that tell of life. How still she lies !
The careful nurse protects her droo ping head ,
Veils the soft light, and bids her sleep her fill.
So when Life's sun is gone, Life's gloom is spread ,
Sinks youthful Hope to slumber and is still.
And thus doth watchful Faith defend her sjeep,
And til l the rising dawn her vigils keep.
Then wak'd by Faith to greet the rosy ray,
Hope shall upspring and smile, to chase the gloom away.
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Art. I.—The Constitutional H istory of England, f rom the Accession of
Henry VII. to the Dea th of George II. By Henr y Hallam. In 2 Vols.
4to. London , Murra y, 1827.

It is a singular reproach to our literature , that the crude speculations of
De Lolme should so long have been the only popular work amongst us on
the subject of our constitutional histor y. Until the appearance of Mr.
Hallam 's valuable publications , the inquirer into the character and histor y of
the English government had been compelled to resort to the most diversified
sources of information —to our annal ists, to our memoir wri ters, to the
numerous arra y of our political controversialists , and especially to that
gigantic librar y of constitutional knowled ge, the J ournals of Parliament.
The " History of the English Government ," by Professor Millar , did indeed
furn ish some ingenious views and able theories , but it was greatl y deficient
in one most essential quali ty—histori cal research. This prevailin g want of
sound information , on the great subject of our constitutional histor y, was
taken advanta ge of by Hume, who, in a manne r the most artful and ingeni-
ous, has presented in his Histor y a picture of our government altogether at
variance with historical truth , and yet so skilfully drawn as to deceive all
who have not made the study of English histor y their peculiar province.*who have not made the study of English histor y their peculiar province.*

To Mr. Hallam we are indebted for the first attem pt to treat this vast
subject in a manner suitable to its importance . In his Histor y of the Middle
Ages he devoted a chapter to the English Constitution, in which, with great
skill and accuracy, he traced its origin, progress, and charac ter, till the reign
of Henr y VII. In the volumes befor e us he resumes the task at that period,
and in a fuller and still more satisfac tor y manner , has investigated and
illustrated the history of our govern ment to the accession of George III.
In the performance of this task he has displayed equalities, the value of which
is in proportion to their rarit y—a cool and discriminatin g judgment—a
most even-handed impartiality—an d an industr y and research seldom
equalled. It is, therefore , with singula r pleasure that we introduce these
volumes to our readers ; convinced , as we are, that they will prove a very
faithful guide, not only to the study of our civil constitution , but also, so far
as the details extend , to that of our ecclesiastical histor y. In the present
number we shall examine only the first of the volumes before us; and after
giving some account of the views tak en by Mr. Hallam, with regard to the
character of our Constitution durin g the period comprised in it , (from the
accession of Henr y VII. to the first sittings of the Long Parliament ,) we
shall notice more particularl y some passages relatin g to the affairs of the
church , and especially the three importa nt chapters devoted to the Histor y
of the Reformation.

In his endeavour s to justify the prero gative pretensions of the Stuarts ,
as not inconsistent with constitutional precedent , Mr. Hume has sketched the
character of our government under the Tudors not only as despotic in prac-

* Gibbon, in his Memoirs, speaks of " the impartial philosophy of Hume ."
Nay, Hume himself seems to have been deceived into, a belief of bis own strict
impartiality.



tice, but as not free even in theory. That character may be said to be
summed up in the comparison which the historian institutes between the
government of England and that of -Turkey. The fallacy and incorrectness
of this theory are most fully demonstrated by Mr. Hallarn , who has incon-
J^roverti bly shewn, that,, notwithstanding all the irregular and oppressive
proceedings of the Court during the reign of Elizabeth, the government
differed in all essential points from a despotism, and that not even at the
worst periods of our history could the Constitution of England be compared
with the absolute governments of the rest ,of Europe, and much less with the
lawless despotisms of the East. The grand maxims of all free governments,
that the king is under the law, though seldom heard fro m the lips of our
monarchs, has never been forgotten at any period of our history, and in the
very plenitude of Elizabeth's power was openly and intrep idly argued upon
in Parliament by Mr. Wentworth , the Member for Tregony. We should
be glad to hear such a position advanced at the next Diva n by the honoura-
ble member for Constantinople. The reign of Elizabeth is, indeed, treated
by Mr. Hallam with singular j udgment. Without attempting, as Mr.
Brodie has in some degree done, to deny the acts of oppression and misgo-
vernment , of which the Crown at this period was guilty, Mr, Hallam has
clearly distinguished these from the lawful exercise of the prerogative, as
then, and before then, defined by the Constitution.

Mr. Hallam concludes his chapter on the Government of Elizabeth with
the following observations :

" There must be few of my readers who are unacquainted with the ani-
mated sketch that Hume has delineated of the English Constitution under
Elizabeth. It has been partly the object of the present chapter to correct his
exaggerated outline, and nothing would be more easy than to point at other
mistakes into which he has fallen through prejudice, tnrough carelessness, or
through want of acquaintance with law. His capital and inexcusable f ault in
every thing he has written on our constitution, is, to have sought for evidence
on one side only of the question. Thus the remonstrance by the judges
against arbitrary imprisonment by the council is infinitely more conclusive to
prove that the right of personal liberty existed, than the fact of its infringe -
ment can be to prove that it did not. There is something fallacious in the
negative argument which lie perpetually uses, that because we find no men-
tion of any umbrage having been taken at certain strains of prerogative, they
must have been perfectly consonant to law. For even if nothing of this could
be traced, which is not so often the case as he represents it, we should re-
member, that even when a constant watchfulness is exercised by means of po-
litical parties and a free press, a nation is seldom alive to the transgressions
of a prudent and successful government. The character which on a former
occasion I have given of the English Constitution under the House of Planta-
genet, may still be applied to it under the line of Tudor ,- that it was a mo-
narchy greatly limited by law, but retaining much power that was ill calcu-
lated to promote the public good, and swerving occasionally into an irregular
course which there was no restraint strong enough to correct. It may be
added, that the practical exercise of authority seems to have been less fre-
quently violent and oppressive, and its legal limitations better understood, in
the reign of Elizabeth than for some preceding ages, and that sufficient indi-
cations had become distinguishable before its close, from which it might be
gathered that the seventeenth century had arisen upon a race of men in whom
the spirit of those who stood against John and Edward was rekindled with a
less partial and a steadier warmth."

In his History of- the Reign of James I., the great object of Mr. Hume is
to shew that the proceedings of Parliament, in attempting to curb the
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excesses of the prero gati ve, however just and politic such proceedings might
be, were not sanctioned by the Constitution as it th en stood , and that Ja mes
and his son, in resistin g such pretensio ns, were mere ly supportin g the privi-
leges which they had derived from their predecessors. In Mr. Havana 's
pages, however , the unfounded nature of the royal assumptions at this period
is fully exposed, and jus t ice is done to the charact er of those wise and
ener getic men who resisted , from the commencement , the arbitrar y designs
of the Stuarts. Nothin g less consistent with the idea of a free state can be
imagined than the language which James was accustomed to hold to his
Parliaments ; and had his power been equal to his good-will , there is no
doubt that the democratical part of our Constitution would have been
abolish ed under his sceptre. The reign of this King was, in fact, the
period , when the English Constitution began , as it were , to settle, and to
assume that more steady and confirmed form which it has since borne .
Up to this period great occasional irre gulariti es in the exercise of the
functions of Government had 'existed ; irre gularities at variance with the
well-bein g of a fre e state. The power of the Commons was becoming suffi-
cient for the correction of such abuses, and hence that stru ggle between
their well-grounded claims and the lofty pretensions of the Court arose ,
which was not terminated till the Revolution of 1688. The age of James I.
may, therefore , be regarded as one of the most important in our annals , and
it is treated by Mr. Hallam in a manner equal to the subject. The character
which he has drawn of the Kin g is at once candid and just. We may be
allowed here to observe , that in^his part of his Histor y Mr. Ha llam pays a
well-merite d compliment to the entertainin g and instructive " Memoirs "
by Miss Aikin.

The histor y of the earlier portion of the reign of Charles I., up to the
year 1642, occupies the three last chapters of the first volume of Mr. Hallam 's
work . In these pages he has traced with a masterly pen the progress of the
great stru ggle between the court and the countr y, and has with much
industr y and skill laid bare the motives and conduct of Charles and his
advisers. After the dissection which the characters of the Royal Mart yr
and his friends have under gone by the hands of Mr. Brodie , Mr. Godwin^
and lastly, of Mr. Hallam , the quest ion as to their merits must surel y be
considered as at rest. The authorit y of Hume and his brother apologists is
at last finall y destro yed, not by contradictor y theories , not by unsupported
denials , not by hazardous conjectures as to the designs and motives of the
parties , but by a mass of historical evidence of the highest and most unques-
tionable authorit y, which it will be diffic ult even for the most prejud iced
supporter of English prero gative to deny. In this portion of his work Mr .
Hallam has collected much curiou s information relative to the ecclesiastical
histor y of the time, and especially as to the supposed attem pt to reconcile
the Church of England with the See of Rome. That Laud was much dis-
posed to assimilate the Anglican form of worshi p with that of the Roma n
Catholic Churc h cannot be doubted ; and it is probable that he designed a
more intimate reconciliation . We find in Rushwo rth (Vol. II. p. 450) a
str png proof of the existence of this feeling in the archbisho p, which is not
noticed by the aut hor before us. By a decree of the Star Chamber , no
person was permitted to publish any book or pamphlet whatsoe ver, unless
the same should be fi rst licensed by the Archbisho p of Canterbur y, &c.
Under this decree , licences for the republication of many popular work s
were denied by Laud , and in, this Index Expur gatorius we find even . Fox 's

Review.—Ha llam''$ Constitutional History of England. \69



Martyrs, a prohibition no doubt intended as a compliment to the Catho-
lics.

The intimate union between Laud and Strafforde , (which furnishes not an
una pt illustratio n of the benefits arisin g from the coalition of Church and
State ,) and the designs enterta ined by them against the Constitution , are de-
veloped by Mr. Hallam , who makes the following just remarks upon the
chara cter of Strafforde :

" The passages which I have thus lar gely quoted will, I trust , leave no
doub t in any reader 's mind , that the Earl of Strafforde was party in a con-
spiracy to subvert the fundamenta l laws and liberties of his country . For here
are not , as upon his tri al, accusations of words spok en in heat , uncertain as to
proof and of ambiguous interpret at ion ; nor of actions variousl y reported and
capable of some explanation , but the sincere unbosom ing of the heart in
letters never designed to come to light . And if we reflect upon this man 's
cool-blooded apostacy on the first lur e to his ambit ion, and on his splendid
abilities , that enhanced the guilt of that desertion , we must feel some indig-
nation at those who hav e palliate d all his iniquiti es, and even ennobled his
memor y with the attributes of patriot hero ism. Great he surel y was, since
that epithet can never be denied without paradox , to so much comprehension
of mind , such ardour and energy, such courage and eloquence ,• those com-
manding qualities of soul, which , impressed upon his dark and stern counte -
nance , struck his contemporaries with mingled awe and hate , and still live in
the unfadin g colours of Van dyke. But it may be reckoned as a sufficient
ground for distrusting any one's attachment to the English Constitution ,
tha t he reveres the nam e of the Earl of Stra fforde. "

In his review of the character of the Long Parliamen t, Mr. Hallam has
steere d a middle course between Hum e and Godwin , justifying and com-
mendin g their conduct so long as they sought only to bridle the prero gative,
and commenting, in terms of perha ps too great severit y, upon their subse-
quen t proceedings. From the vant age ground of later times we discern with
ease and clearness those beneficial courses which were hidden in darkness
and obscuri ty from the eyes that sought them. The members of the Long
Parliamen t, until overpowered by the Inde pendent part y, whose designs
undoub tedly went to the establ ishment of a Republic , appear to have
meditated only the secure and lastin g re-establ ishment of the Constitu tion ;
and if they resorted to expedients at variance not only with the laws but with
any system of good government , it must be remembered that the extraor *
din ary perils with which they were environed , in some measure justified the
exertion of extraordinar y powers. The irre gular and arbit rar y proceedin gs
of this body, in securin g their existence and authorit y, which are much
commen ted upon by Mr. Hallam , do not seem to us by any means so
objectionable as the apathy and tardiness which they displayed in the settle-
ment of the nation, after they had gained an unquestionab le superiorit y over
the Court. It is true , tha t the duplicity and total want of faitn of the Kin g
rende red the observance of any treat y with him a matt er of considerable
doubt ; but it is difficult to believe that securi ties might not have been
obtained by the Pa rliament , which should have made any future infraction
of the Constitution by the King impossible. But, after all, and with all the
light which the researches of later times have throw n upon the history of
this period , it is a most difficult task to say in what mann er arid at what
precise moment the Parlia ment could, with safety to the liberties of the
country, have accommodated the great strug gle in which they were engaged.

In a late number we had occasion to ooserve with regret the want of a
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candid and phitosopbical history of the Reformation , and we then expressed
our doubts as to the probabili ty of a writer being found with qualiti es com-*
petent to tjie task. The Southeys , the Soameses, and the Turne rs, made us
despair. It was, therefore , with feelings of singular satisfa ction, that we
read the chapters devoted to this subject in the work before us, and disco-
vered one historia n at least who had ventured to present a faithful and im-
partial sketch of that grea t ecclesiastical feud, the commencement of which
was marked with fire and blood , and which still continues to arra y one por-
tion of the nation in spiritual hostilit y against the other . The persecutin g
spirit in which the Revolution of the English Church was conducted by its
partizans , and the inconsistenc y of those Reformers , who, while they cast off
the papal tyranny , attem pted to establish a Protestant dominion over the
consciences of their countr ymen , are fully and forcibly exposed by Mr.
Hallam ; while with the sound and dispassionate judgment which so generall y
characterizes his writin gs, he has noticed with suitable reprehensi on the
symptoms of the same spirit which were manifested by the Puritans. The
princi ples of reli gious libert y, it is needless to say, were recognized at that
day by very few, and amon g those f ew9 the ministe rs of religion were unfor -
tunatel y never found. The political conduct of the dignified clergy of the
Reformed Church at this period can never be cited with approbation by any
but the most partial eulogists, and is justly chara cterized by Mr. Hallam as
by no means creditable to their cause.

" The bishops of this reign do not appear , with some distin guished excep-
tions , to have reflected so much honour on the Established Church , as those
who attach a superstitious reverence to the age of the Reform ation are apt to
conceive. In the plunder that went forward , they took good care of them -
selves. Charges against them of simony, corrupt ion, covetousness , and espe-
cially destruction of their church estates , for the benefit of their families, are
very common ; sometimes, no doubt , unjust, but too frequent to be abso-
lutely without foundation. The Council often wrote to them, as well as con-
cerning them , with a sort of asperity that would astonish one of their succes-
sors . And the queen never restrained herself in treatin g them on any provo-
cation with a good deal of rudeness. "

Other proofs of the estimation in which Mr. Hallam holds the character
of some of the champ ions of our church in the reigns of Elizabeth and her
successors will be found in the first volume, pp. 320—348.

The princi ple upon which Mr. Hallam has formed his opinions of the
Reformation , and of those who conducte d it, is, that " in no possible case
can it be justifi able for the temporal power to intermeddl e with the private
devotions or doctrines of any man ," thoug h, at the same time , he makes a
concession, somewhat at variance with this position, and the justice of which
may fairly be questioned , that u the exclusion of dissidents from trust and
power may, under cert ain rare circumstances , be conducive to the political
well-being of a stat e ;" and he here instances the English Test Act in the
interval between 1672 and 1688. It would, perha ps, be impossible to find
any political maxim which might not in some particular instance be in-*
fringed with present advanta ge to the State ; but the genera l rule is not,
therefore , to be qualified in order to meet such contin gencies, more espe-
cially when , as in the case of religious toleration , the part y who is to judge
of the exception is scarcel y ever free from the objecti on of being totally
disqualified by prejudice from formin g a correct judgment. When we
consider the extreme paucity of the instances in which Mr. Hallam's doc-
tr ine can be properly applied ; and when, on the other hand, the imminent
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dan ger of its misapplication is take n info account , the only safe rule is to
forb id the legislature 's listening to any circumstances of temporary expediency
as a justification for the exclusion of men from trust and power on account
of reli gious opinion. Even the instance of the Test Act during the reigns of
Charl es II. and James IF. , cited by Mr. Hallam in support of his exception ,
is, in fact, a stron g proof of the dang erous tendenc y of such an exception.
The only true grou nd upon which the Catholics of that day were excluded
fro m power , was, that they nourished p olitical princi ples at variance with
the well-bein g of the state . It happened , indeed , that those who cherished
these arbitrar y designs were , for the most par t, persons pro fessing the Ca-
tholic faith ; but it was not because a man believed in the doctrine of transub -
stantiation that he was rendered unfit to hold office—it was because he was a
jnan likely to abuse that office in order to serve the arbitrar y pur poses of
the court. The test , therefore , if a test indeed was necessar y, should have
been a political, and not a reli gious test . What has been the consequence
of admittin g the exception in this particular instance ? That now, when the
ill-und erstood causes of that exception have , in fact , passed away ; when the
reli gion remains , bu t the politica l princi ple x>f which it was made the test is
gone, the prejudice remains unchan ged and unchan geable in the imagina-
tions of many even of our most celebrated statesmen , who, claimin g the
benefi t of Mr. Hallam 's maxim , assert that the countr y is still in those cir-
cumstances which render " the exclusion of dissidents from trust and power
conducive to the well-bein g of the stale. " Thus dan gerous is it to engraft
arbi trary qualifications upon the great guidin g rules of political philosophy.

In stud ying the histor y of the Reformation , and indeed of all religious
controversies , nothin g is mor e strikin g than the undue weight which has
always been attached to opinions merely specula tive. On this point Mr.
Hallam makes the following sensible obser vations :

" It has very rarel y been the custom of theolog ians to measure the impor -
tance of orthodox opinions by their effect upon the lives and heart s of those
who adopt them ; nor was this pre dilection for speculative above practical
doctrines ever more evident than in the leadin g controvers y of the sixteent h
centur y, that respectin g the Lor d's Supper. No errors on this point could
have had any influence on men's moral conduct , nor indeed much on the ge-
neral nature of their faith ; yet it was selected as the test of heresy, and most ,
if not all, of those who suffered death upon that char ge, whether in England
or on the Conti nent , were convicted of deny ing* the corporal presence in ihe
sense of the Roma n Church . It had been well if the Reformers had learned
by abhorrin g her persecution , not to pra ctise it in a somewhat less degree
upon each other , or by exposing the absurditie s of transubstantiation , not to
conten d for equa l nonsense of their own."

In the same candid and impartial spirit Mr. Halla m observe s,
" There seems to be something in the Roman Catholic discipline (and I

know nothin g else bo likely as the practice of confession) which keeps the
balance , as it were , of moral influence pre tty even between the two religions,
and compensates for the ignorance and superstition which the elder preserves :
for I am not sure that the Protestant system in the present age has any very
sensible advantage in this respect ; or that , in countries where the comparison
can fairl y be made, as in Germ an y or Switzerlan d, there is more honest y in
one sex or more chastity in the other , when they belong to the Reformed
churches. "

Perha ps it is not to the discipline of the Roman Catholic Chur ch that we
are to attribute this equal ity in morals , but rather to the fact that the moral
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conduct of men is happily much less influenced by mere speculative opi-
nions in matters of faith, than opposing sects are ever inclined to allow.
- We most especially recommend the following remarks to the dispassionate
attention of Dr. Southey :

" Tolerance in religion, it is well known, so unanimously admitted, at least
verbally, even by theologians in the present day, was scarcely considered as
practi cable, much less as a matter of right, during the period of the Reforma-
tion . The difference in this respect between the Catholics and Protestants
was only in degree, and in degree there was much less difference than we are
prone to believe. Persecution is the deadly original sin of the Reformed
churches, that which cools every honest man's zeal for their cause, in propor-
tion as his reading becomes more extensive. The Lutheran princes and cities
in Germany constantly refused to tolerate the use of the mass as an idolatrous
service ; and this name of idolatry, though adopted in retaliation for that of
heresy, answered the same end as the other, of exciting animosity and im-
charitableness. The Roman worship was equally proscribed in England.
Many persons were sent to prison for hearing mass and similar offences.
The Princess Mary supplicated in vain to have the exercise of her own reli-
gion at home, and Charles V. several times interceded in her behalf ; but
though Cranmer and v Latimer, as well as the Council, would have consented
to this indulgence, the young king, whose education had unhappily infused a
good deal of bigotry into his mind, could not be prevailed upon to connive at
such idolatry. Yet in one memorable instance he had shewn a milder spirit,
struggling against Cranmer to save a fanatical woman from the punishment
of heresy. This is a stain upon Cranmer's memory which nothing but his
own death could have lightened. In men hardly escaped from a similar peril,
in men who had nothing to plead but the right of private j udgment, in men
who had defi ed the prescriptive authority of past ages, and of established
power, the crime of persecution assumes a far deeper hue, and is capable of
far less extenuation, than iu a Jtoman inquisitor. Thus the death of Servetus
has weighed down the name and memory of Calvin. And though Cranmer
was incapable of the rancorous malignity of the Genevan Lawgiver, yet I re-
gret to say, that there is a peculiar circumstance of aggravation in his pursu-
ing to death this woman, Joan Boucher, and a Dutchman that had been con-
victed of Arianism. It is said, that he had been accessary, in the preceding
reign, to the condemnation of Lambert, and perhaps some others, for opinions
concerning the Lord's Supper which he had himself afterwards embraced.
Such an evidence of the fallibility of human judgment, such an example that
persecutions for heresy,how conscientiously soever managed, are liable to end in
shedding the blood ot those who maintain truth , should have taught him, above
all men, a scrupulous repugnance to carry into effect those sanguinary laws.
Compared with these executions for heresy, the imprisonment and deprivation
of Gardiner and Bonner appear but measures of ordinary severity towards po-
litical adversaries, under the pretext of religion ; yet are they wholly unj ustifi-
able, especially in the former instance : and if the subsequent retaliation of
those bad men was beyond all proportion excessive, we should remember, that
such is the natural consequence of tyrannical aggressions."

We shall consider the topics discussed in Mr. Hallam's second volume on
a future occasion.

Art. II. — The H istory of Ireland. By John O'DriscoL 2 Vols. Lon-
don , 1827. Longman and Co.

When we consider the qualifications necessary for a good historian, and
how seldom they are met with, we shall not be surprised t hat a country so
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little connected with the general history of mankind as Ireland has been ,
should have hitherto attracted the attention of few, if any, deservin g of that
charact er. Much as we have heard of the ancient literature of Ireland , no-
thing has been preserved to prove its existence ; so that either a few dar k
hints have led some modern write rs to fancy a progress in literature which
never occurred , or the rava ges of barbarians have oblitera ted the traces of it
in a great er degree than in any other know n instance . Certain it is, that our
account of Ireland previous to the reign of Henr y II. is unsatisfacto ry. Fro m
that time, however , we have a variety of annal ists ; and for the later and more
interestin g periods of Irish stor y, there is perha ps no greater want of mate-
rials than for the histor y of any other countr y. But they are material s pecu-
liarly liable to suspicion, being, for the most part , the productions of person s
not only blind ed by prejudice, but often interested in misrepresentation ;
whilst the greater part of them are on one side, and from the deficiency of
counter -statements , we are sometimes tempted to suspect error , when we want
the means to prove it.

In addition , then, to the gener al qualifica tions of extensive and varied
knowledge, patient investigation , and strict impartialit y, which should be
found in every one who undertakes to write histor y, the Irish historian should
possess a quick ness of discernment which may enable him to detect error ,
and should be as free as possible from connexion with either of the leadin g
parties whose unhappy contests , continued to the present day, are to be the
subject of his narrati ve. These qualifications have not been all found in pre-
ceding historians.

" Thefe is/' says Mr. ODr iscol, " but one history of Ireland deserving the
name—that of Mr. Leland . But it is a heavy work , overlai d with the rubb ish of
barbarous and unimportant details, and disfigured with a degree of prejudice
and unfairness still more objectionable. Leland writes like a gentleman and
a scholar ; but he had no clear views of his subject, arid he was unable or un-
willing to disengage himself from the pr eju dices of the period in which he
lived. It is to be feared th at the latter was very much the case, for th rough-
out his misrepresentations and glosses, we are here and there struck with
glimpses of a conscience ill at ease. He is not , however , often chargeable
with misstatin g facts , but he discolours them with observations strangel y at
varian ce with the natural deductions from the matter to which they relate. "—
Preface , p. ix.

There is some truth in this, but it is not a candid statement. Dr. Leland
was not only a gentleman and a scholar, but also an amiable and moderate
man ; and to his good feelings and love of truth ofte n countera cting the pre-
judice he had earl y imbibed, we should attribute these admissions which our
author calls glimpses of a conscience ill at ease. In the volumes which Mr.
O'Drisco l has published, are to be found instances of gross misrepresentation ,
but we should be sorr y to suppose for a moment tha t they were intentional ;
and that he is unwilling to disengage himself f rom his p rej udices, against So-
cinians for example; or to infer , because he appears inconsisten t , that this
arises f rom a conscience ill at ease. On the contrary, we believe him to be,
in general , candid and liberal , but that his prejudice occasional ly prevails
and influences his judgment. There is another history of Ireland , which ,
however Mr. O'Dnscol may disapprove the spirit and tendenc y of it, should
ndt have been passed over ; that by Mr. Lawless, bette r known in the politi-
cal world as " Tf i e Irishman. " Like Dr. Leland , he must be regard ed as a
partizan , and perha ps a more violent one, but on the opposite side of the
question , Mr. Lawless felt stron gly the wron gs of his countr y, and his wor k
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is not calculated to allay animosit y, or to smooth the way for that tuitot * of
all the inhabitants of the British Isles in the bonds of fraternal love which is<
so desirable . Yet we believe that he would not knowin gly misrepresent ;
and much as we differ from him , we are convinced that he is led astray by
an honest indignation at measur es which we cannot justi fy.

In takin g up a new work on the subject, we are natural ly led to inqu ire
who is the author , and what pretension s he has to our confidence . Mr.
O'Drisco l is an Irish barriste r and a native of Cork , a descendant , probabl y,
of a family which had large possessions in the west of that county. Educated
a Roman Catholic , it would appear that he has quietl y dissented from at least
some tenets of his ancestors , without , however , wishing to keep in political
subjection those whose opinions were once his own . In short , thou gh he is
not always consistent , (and what mortal is so ?) we may consider him a friend
of civil and reli gious liberty, anxious for the dissemination of knowledge,
the progress of civilization , and the sprea d of happiness. His f irst appear -
ance before the public was as the author of a pamphlet entitled , ** Thou ghts
and Suggestions on the Education of the Peasantr y of Ireland ," to which his
name was not , we believe, annexed , but which , haying been favourabl y re-
ceived, has been since acknowled ged as his production . This pamphlet led
to the formation of a society for establishin g schools, of which Mr. O'Driscol
became the secretar y and active promoter. In these schools the Scri ptu res
are read , and great care is taken in the selection of other books. In the year
1823, he published, " Views of Ireland ; Moral , Political , and Religious."
This work was dedicated to the Mar quis of Lansdowne , to whom our author
appears to have become known , in consequence of his exertions to promote
educati on on a liberal and rational plan . In this work Mr. O'Driscol ap-
pears to much advanta ge as an ardent friend of the liberty and happ iness of
his countr y, witho ut being carried away by a desire of effecting what is ei-
ther impossible, or to be accomplished only by evils greate r than the disease
which requires remed y. If, in the course of perusin g this publication , we
are led to think that he has sometimes adopted incorrect information ; if we
meet with passages which are scarce ly consistent with his general impar-
tialit y ; we must still give him cred it for good feelings, and acknowled ge that
his erro rs do not appear to be errors of the heart. His remarks on penal
laws are excellent , and there is one in partic ular which cannot be too often
urged while such laws are suffered to remain on the stat ute-book.

" It is not always in human nature to execute all the barb arities which the
imagination can conceive, or ingenuity devise ; but this neithe r improves the
condition of the' victim, nor relieves the character of the tyra nt. It were bet-
ter if had laws were strictl y executed. They could not long subsist if deprived
of the support which they derive from a manage d lenity and affected modera -
tion. He is not the less a tyrant who insists only on the power to per secute ,
if he shall think proper , and , furnished with this, abstains from persecut ion.
Nor is he less a miserable slave, who holds his life and prope rty at the will of
his neighbour , though he incur no loss of either. It were more merciful to
execute the sentence of the law in its utmo st rigour , than condemn the
wretched yictim to the unutterable torme nt of a perpetuall y-suspended con-
demnation. "

We shall add a short passage from the chapter on Religion.

" If it be asked, What means are to be taken in order tha t religious truth
may prevail ? we answer , that in this matter we would app ly the princ iple of
the political economists ; we would leave truth to make its own way ; we
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would confine our efforts to removing all impediments and obstructions in its
course ; we would give it no bounty, but we would take away all bounty from
error and from idleness ; and we would commit it, without fear, to a free and
unembarrassed competition."

These and similar passages impressed us in favour of the writer, and we
took up his History with expectations of a degree of impa rtiality not hitherto
met with. The work is dedicated to Mr. Abercromby, " as one of the purest
of public characters, and one of the truest friends of Ireland ;" and the
knowledge conveyed by the dedication, that the writer esteems Mr. Aber-
cromby, and is esteemed by him, gives us additional confidence that we
may find " a clear and distinct outline, drawn without prejudice or favour,
of the great events of Irish history."

" The chief object of my humble efforts in literature,55 says Mr. ODriscol,
" had always been to suppress faction, and to raise up in its stead one great
national interest in Ireland ; to root out party spirit ; to cultivate national at-
tachments, especially in the gentry of that country ,- to unite these with the
popular feelings ; and to bind the whole round the throne and island of Great
Britain/5

In the preface, p. ix., there is a remark oh Leland, which may be consi-
dered as intimating the author's own design.

." The first and the best historian of Ireland, he had before him a glorious
task, if he had been equal to its accomplishment. He might have soothed and
appeased the bitter hatreds and baneful animosities of his country ; he might
have done much to reconcile his countrymen to each other ; he might have
taught them, that they were the children of one land, and the worshipers of
one Creator ; he might have been the first to announce to 4;hem a new com-
mandment, as surprising to the Irish as to the Jews of old, to love one an-
other, and have found reasons and motives in abundance in the history he un-
folded.5'

The author's plan of giving a mere outline of the early periods of the his-
tory, and of dwelling particularly on those " eras which had a powerful in-
fluence on the course of subsequent events,55 we think judicious ; and he
has thus made his work far more agreeable. After perusing it we can say,
that its general tendency is such as we were led to expect ; and though vio-
lent partizanfi will not be pleased with it, we have little doubt of its being
approved by the majo rity of readers, especially as it is written in a lively and
entertaining manner. We might notice some inaccuracies of sty le, and some
errors, which are the result of haste, but they are comparatively trifles . We
must, however, make one serious obj ection, which is, that Mr. O'Driscol
does not usually quote his authorities. Even though our confidence in a
writer should be so established as to make us rely on his accuracy and judg-
ment , yet there is a satisfaction in knowing what are his sources of informa-
tion, especially when his account varies from that generally received. Should
Mr. Q'Driscol read these remarks, we would earnestly recommend to him
the correction of tliis defect in the new edition which we anticipate will be
called for, as well as in the continuation of his* work. It may, indeed, ren-
der the page less agreeable to the eye of the superficial reader, but it will
add to the real value of his History. We defer more particular reference to
the details of the work, and our quotations, to our next number.
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AflT. III. —*t%e Necessity of the Corpo ra tion and Test Acts Maintained * in
a Brief Review of the *' Statement of the Case of the P rotestant Dissen-
ters." Londo n. Murray. 1828.

A Letter to the Right Honourable George Cannin g on the Rep eal of
the Corporation and Test Acts. By John Bowrin g. London. 1827.
We lose no time in bring ing the first of these pamphlets before our

reade rs. It is the earliest symptom of awakening attention to the claims of
the Dissenters. It is the opening of a clamour , which we have no doubt
will be soon loud enough. It comes obviously from high quarte rs* and gives
us a view of the mode in which the question is soon most likely to be
ar gued. We shall , on this account , allow the author to speak at some length ,
being more desirous to prepare Dissenters for the case likely to be set up
against them , than to enter , at this time, at any great length into the merits
of a discussion for which most of our readers are alread y sufficiently pre-
pared.

After lamentin g the increase , of late, of persons disaffected to existing
institutions and desirous of change, the author proceeds ,

" The country had almost hoped , from the long silence on the subject of
the Corporation and Test Acts in Parliam ent, that people's minds were at
rest upon the matter ; that the system had been found to work well and con-
venientl y for all part ies ; that Protestants of the Church of England felt they
had sufficient security ; and that Prote stant s who dissented from that church
experie nced no. want . of indul gence. Those who do not always remain in the
retirement of their closets, but sometimes go abroad into the world for a
brief space, have found the Dissenters pursu ing their business or their"
prayers , and even holding offices under government , with all imaginable con-
tentment of spirit $ but suddenl y this peaceful and pleasing state of things
has undergo ne a remarkable change ; the law remains the same, but not so
the quiet of the people whom it affects. They begin to perceive how ex*
treme ly dull it was to be so very contented. The ' liberality * of modern po-
Iitical teache rs, the ' march of intellect ,' and r progress of J ight ,' in these
times, hav e caused the Dissenters to perceive that it would be very laudable
to become exceedingly uneasy ; and accord ingly petitions innumerable have
poured in, and the subject is once more to under go a par liamentar y review.

" Notwit hstanding, however , the marvel lous enlightenment which of late
year s the world has receive d, there are not a few who are old, fashioned enough
to hold those opinions which , in the freshness and youthful vigour of our
constitution of 1688, scarcely any one dreamed of obiectmg to, namel y, that
these acts are the stro ng and necessary bulwarks of the church , which is so
intimatel y connected and identified with the constitution , that if the church
be in danger , the whole constitution must be in jeopard y; and they are ,
therefore , not disposed patientl y or silently to hear those laws accused as
measures of ' insult / • opprobrium ,' and ' religious persecution '—the epi-
thets by which the Dissenters at present think proper to designate them. At
all events , * hoping' (to use the words of a celebrated cont rovers ialist) ' that
it may be at least as inoffensive for me to endeavour to justif y the laws of my
country .as-it is for others to arrai gn and to condemn t^em, I shall go on to
^teclare my sense in this matter. '" —Pp. 4—6.

The Pamphleteer proceeds to comment severely upon the use of such
word s in the ** Statement ," as " persecution ," " oppr ession." He ob-
serves,

*' It is difficult to conceive a greater or more pern icious perversion of Ian-*
guage, tha n that by which the po litical disabilities of certain religious sect*
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are branded with the name of religious persecution. It would not be more
preposterous to give the political restrictions under which aliens are placed
the name of religious persecution, than it is to apply to it the political disa-
bilities of the Dissenters from the Established Church. The cause of exclu-
sion, with regard to both, arises out of political caution ; it is the same in
principle, but different, in its degree. The one owes no allegiance to the
government generally, the other disapproves of the ecclesiastical part of it— "
neither regards it with that undivided attachment which would render it ex-
pedient or safe to trust him as fully with political power, as we do those who
labour under no circumstances of suspicion.

" Again, these laws are called a ' restraint upon conscience ;' but in what
way is not pointed out, nor is it possible to be discovered. These acts do not
compel Dissenters to do any thing* which could arouse the reproaches of
conscience; they are only a restraint upon holding offices in corporations,
or under the crown ; and his conscience must be very nice indeed, which,
smites him because he has not an opportunity of serving his country and him-
self in some corporate or government office. Can we conceive conscience to
mean eligibility to office—the capacity of becoming a lord of the treasury, or
a tax-gatherer, or an attorney-general, or a special bailiff? If it be not so,
J cannot perceive what restraint of conscience the Dissenters suffer."-~~¥p.
7— 9.

" There is, in truth, no such thing now in this country as religious perse-
cution, or restraint of conscience. The question between the supporters of
the Corporation and Test Acts, and those wha seek for their repeal, is purely
a political one, and to confound it with religious intolerance only serves to
perplex, mislead, and inflame those whose passions are more easily spoken to
than their reason."—P. 11.

The author disavows any imputation upon Dissenters, but states, that
«« it is impossible to forget that they are still Dissenters." This is coming
to the point. It is not arguing for laws of exclusion on any particular facts
or circumstances. It is contending for the necessity of such guards against
all persons under any government who separate from its establishment.
No one can expect that any establishment will embrace every one. There
must be Dissenters, and, therefore, wherever there is an establishment there
must, on this writer's principle, be privilege and proscription. What a
recommendation such a necessity gives to institutions of this sort !
" The argument has been urged, that, as the Episcopalians do not profess

to wish the destruction of the Dissenting societies, nor to covet the revenues
of their ministers, they have no right to impute any such wish to the Dissen-
ters, with respect to themselves. But this argument seems to be founded
upon the erroneous notion that matters of doctrine, discipline, and church
property, are the only distinctions between Dissenters and the Establishment ;
and it seems to be forgotten that the Establishment has a large share in the
government, and, therefore, exercises, and must exercise, power and autho-
rity over the Dissenters.

" Suppose, then, it were granted that the Dissenters owed the Establish-
ment no ill-will on account of its doctrines, its discipline, or its property,
yet still they may, and it is natural to suppose they should, be impatient of its
government ; and upon this presumption, those who speak not as theologians,
but as politicians, heartily approving of this participation of the church in the
government, consider it quite necessary, on the ground of political prudence,
tha^ the Corporation and Test Acts should not be totally given up, though it
jpaay be safe as well as generous policy to suspend them."—Pp. 12, 13.

" dome people have pecome so accustomed to speak of Church and State
as things having a divisible and separate existence, that they do not perceive
the cOntr&iUctwn into which they fall, when they say they are attached to the
fovemmeiit, but not to the eutabHehmeiH of the Church of England. The
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cliarc h is a religious body, with* certain political priv ileges; the state is po-
litical merely , and is composed by a union of the j ctvtI and ecclesiastical an-*
thority, for the purposes of government . With respect , then, to matters spi-
ritual , we may spealc of the churc h by itself as a religious body; but with re-
gard to matters political, we cannot speak of the state without includin g the
church , which is an essential part of our government. If the church be tak en
away, that which remains may exercise the functions and receive the name of
government , but it will no longer be that which we now glory in calling the
British constitution/' —Pp. 16, 17.

The author , however , still leaves altogether untouched the most importan t
bran ch of the ar gument on this subject. The " Statement ," thou gh it did
not admit (for Dissenters could not admit ) the expediency or justice of- an.
establishm ent, suggested that there were still several stages in the exclu-
sionist 's ar gument which he must make out before he established his theory.
If patrona ge, wealth, and honours , be granted to the churc h, how is it jsh ewn
that these are not quite enough of odds to th row in her favour ? Establi sh-
ments have existed , and do exist, without oppression or exclusion ; nayr
even as in Scotland , with a government of a different faith, and an enT
dowment very small in amount. How, then , do eulogiums on the churc h,
and its protection by and union with the state , make out any necessity fqr {
p enal laws ? And is not the assumption of such necessity a discredit to ;
the church , and an admission of the political objections-which attach to any
system which should thus br ing with it a perpetual source of division and ,
ill-wi ll ? Surel y he would be the best friena of the church who should shew
that she wants no such aids, and, consequently, that no such objection to
the political justice of her constitution exists.

To the ar gument draw n from the want of all cause for apprehension of
danger  ̂ as exhibited f or a centur y and a half, the Churchman observes,

" But it may, perhaps, be said, that it matters not what are the pr inciples
of the Dissenters , that it is with their practice we Uave to do; and since it is
admitted that they have for many yea^s shewn themselves peaceable and good
subjects, the restrictions should cease with the practical cessation of the reason
of them. .

" To this I answer, that the restric tions have for many years pra ctically
ceased to exist. If the Dissenters say, ' Our princi ples may appear aan gerous ,
but our practice is quite harmless / the reply is, that the Test laws may ap-
pear severe , but , by the device of Annual indemnity Acts, they , are in prac -
tice wholly inoperative.

" To the pri nciples of the Dissenters we oppose the Test Act ; we meet
their practice with the Indemnity Bill. The ' Statement' complains, that
' liberty ' is not the ru le, and * exclusion ' the except ion ; which being tran -
slated out of these high j abstrsici terms, comes to this,—that they think their
eligibility to office ought to be the general rule , and that the Test Act should
only be passed as occasion might require , when they became troublesome. "—
Pp. 20, 21.

" In short , while the Dissenters ' practic e remains what it is, it would be
harsh and almost tyrannous to put the laws in force against them ; but while
their pr inciples remain what they are, it would be highly imprudent to do
away with them altogether. The, Corporation and Test Acts have been pre -
pared as a shield read y to be caught up for our defence whenever it may ap-
pear necessary ; and it would be very weak and incau tious policy to give it
into the keeping of those who would naturall y be the least willing to restore
it to us in the time of need. 'f —P f 22,

What doe^ al) tfrie mean ? The same Parliament which should refuse to
Ke+enact tfye Tt&f i and Corporation- Acts* if, in the Chur chman 's viewj th«y
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should become necessary, would doubtle ss refuse to let them loose from their
presen t state of abeyance. No one can contemp lat e the enforcem ent of
these laws without par liamentar y sanction , and -if Parliam ent thought the Dis-
senters entitled to fair play with the church , what good can the Church man
Contemplate from the mere existence on the Statute Book of such enactments ?
On the other hand , can he not see that dist rust and half confidence are the
most likely sources of division and discord , of anti path y and dan ger to the
Church ? Can he expect a healthful state of society while his occupation
lasts of persuadin g one hal f of the communit y to keep the other hal f with
halters round their necks, and of coaxing this latte r hal f into being quiet
under the operation , becau se it would , he admits , be " harsh , and almost
tyrannous ," to han g them. It might be of use to somebod y to crush the
Dissenters altogether , but it is worse than useless merely to bully and
threaten them. It might be pleasant to the church to be able to persecute ,
but how can it be politic to shew a wish to do so when the power is gone ?
* Great objection is taken to the Dissenters for not asking the repeal as a
concession , but demanding it as a ri ght. We do not admi t any weaknes s
in the position of denying to any civil authorit y the right of intermed dling
with mere religious opinions, but exceedingly little is said in the " State -
ment" on this question of right, in the way in which the Pamp hleteer would
represent ; thou gh, to be sure, it talks of " those important political rights from
which they are shut out." A great deal of space is wasted in ar guing the
question of natural right to offices, &c. &c, about which the wri ter might have
saved his paper. There are important offices, honours , rights, (or whatever he
may choose to call them ,) to which Dissenters would, in common course , be
eligible, and of which they would have their share , but for their exclusion,
in Whole or in part , on account of their religious professi on. For this
exclusion from rights, which no one would otherwise aeny, they assert that
do sufficient justification is shewn ; and some of them , and of their defende rs,
assert , that the case is one in which none can be shewn . But unless the
Churchman refutes the first assertion , it is quite unnecessa ry to discuss with
him whether the point is to be argued on the ground of natural right or im-
mutable policy ; whether , if it be politic or advisable , it be morall y or reli-
giously justifiable to make a man's creed the test of his qualification to be an
exciseman or a chancellor .

The author is not very fortunate in his historical assertions. He protests
strong ly (but with a knowledge of the subject obviousl y imperfect , and
certainl y not going further than what he finds in the " Statement" itsel f)
against the assertion that the operation which the Test and Cor poration Acts
have acquired was accidental , and that perpetual exclusion of the persons
who became, or now are , Pr otestant Dissente rs, was not the deliberate
purpose of the Legislature.

" Was there not a continu al stru ggle between the Parliament and Charle s,
who wished to pass an act of generaftoleration , in order that , under the cloak
of indulgence to the Dissenters , he might bring the Pap ists into power } Did
qot the Parliament force the King, by their remonstrance , to rescind his ille-
gal declaration of general indulgence ? And, in short , is it not as evident as
fects can make it, that the Lords and Commons were decidedl y hostile to
the Dissenters , and that the favour shewed them by the King was not for their
own aake, but on accoun t of the Papists ?"—Pp. 30, 31.

Now, it is quite clear that Charles wished for a general toleration or
indulgence for the sake of the Catholics , and that the Parliam ent, includin g
the Dissenters, opposed it; but the fact ^etail^d in Sergeant 

Hey wood's*
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tiairi phlet roust shew ev^ry one, that the Parliament , if they could, would
have formed a test distinguishing Protestants from Papists, as, in fact, they
did (when experience had made them wiser) in framing the test for sitti ng
in Parliament. On all this part of the subject, it would have been much
bette r to have studied the subject at least a little before wri ting upon it.

He then seeks the autho rity of William for the Test laws, in defiance of
known facts. If it be true that William , in answer to J ames, supported
these Acts by his represe ntations , the reason is obvious , namely, that sus-
pendin g them would have let in the Papists to destro y his hopes, and that
the proposal was, as he knew, directed solely to meet their case. The
Toleration Act, he also observes , mai ntained the Corporation and Test Acts ;
but this he must or ought to have known , was against William's opinion and
wishes.

Again he revives the old ar gument from the Union with Scotland ; but if
he had sought for information , he would have learnt that an attem pt was
made to include the Test and Cor poration Acts in its stipulatio ns, which to-
tal ly railed ; and the authorit y of Lord Kenyon and Lord Eldon , appearing in
the late ly publ ished Letters ot the Kin g, should surely set this point at rest
with such politicians as the author .

He makes but a very faint defence of the Test itself ; he is " willing to
admit that were it deemed necessary to brin g the Act into operation , he
should be glad, if it were possible, to intr oduce some other, but equally effec-
tual , test. "

He then proceeds to the enforcement of the old argument , that these laws
are dormant , and practicall y in no operation. The man who can assert this
must have much brass in his composition. One obser vation is sufficient to
meet all his assurance of the confidence with which Dissenter s may repose on
their never being put in force with out weighty reasons and full consideration ;
namel y, that , as they now stand , they are enforceable , (in all offices filled by
election,) by the mere caprice of an individua l. It is impossible, moreover,
for any one to consider the Indemnit y Acts, and to mainta in that they are
either in pringi ple or detail a competent protection , if the feeling of society
did not find for the Dissenters a much more trustworth y defence. The
u Parliam enta ry Review" has well arid summaril y described these Indemni ty
Acts, by observin g, that " the preambles are false, and the enactments a
tricker y." The author 's ar gument on this head concludes as follows :

" Let then the Dissenters take actual facts and circumstances into con-
sideration , instead of those epigrammatic abstractions with which their State -
ment abounds , and which, if they contain any truth , it is wrapp ed up in
much extrava gance, and very unlike the plain common sense which walks
nearer the ground. Let them ask themselves sober ly whether there be any
real , substantial benefi t they do not now enjoy, and which they would enjoy
if the Corporation and Test Acts were obliterated from the statute book. I
can see none, except so far as the repeal of these acts might aid in the gene-
ral destruction of the Church Establ ishment , in which case they might expect
to regain some of the livings of which the Act of Uniformity deprived them,
and of this desire I willingly exonerate them. The question , then, shortly
stated , comes to this. If the Dissenters wan t only an equality of political
privileges, a repeal of the Cor poration and Test Acts (as circumstances stan d)
is not necessary for that purpose : if they want to undermine our Churc h
Establishmen t, those acts are necessary for our defence."—Pp . 41, 42,

A curio us commentar y on the anxiety to keep Catholic Nonconfor mists, if
admitted to every thing else, at least out of Parliam ent, may be gathered from
thi s writer 's reply to tne ar gument against the folly of excludin g Dissentera
from offices, ana yet admittin g them into Parliament. Accordin g to him,
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/Parliament is a pierce where mischief is sure to be neutralized. Anybody
snay be trusted in St. Stephen 's, but no care is too great to be taken as to the
lefms on which he holds a seat among the wise men who counsel together in
Guildh all.

" The result ," he adds , " of the investigation leads, in my opinion , to these
conclusion s, that if the Corporation and Test Acts were in force, (which , be it
constantl y remembered , they are not ,) they would no more coerce the religion
or the conscience of Dissenters , than they would their househ old affairs ; that the
civil and ecclesiastica l par ts of the government are so closely combined, that ,
as Lord Coke has said of civil and ecclesiastical law, ' the one cannot subsist
without the other/ and, therefore , he who is known to be unfriendl y to a
part , is not unjust ly suspected of havin g no very strong attach ment to the
whole ; that the assertion of a violation of political rights is not founded in
good logic, or born e out by the ordinar y princi ples of government ; that the
historical assumption s of the Dissenters respecting these acts are altogether
erroneous ; and finally, that, as they cause no practica l inconvenience to the
Dissenters , the object ions against them are not only bad in theory, but quite
uncalled for by the existing state of circumstances ; as the Dissenters suff er
no rea l gr ievancey no measure of redress is necessary."—Pp. 44—46.

The rest of the pamphlet is devoted to a description of " many evil
spirits which are still workin g," against whom our author exhorts great
activity to be used.
* " There is, however, one sect ever read y to thrust its offensive doctrines
before the public eye, although unimportant in respect of the numbers , the
rank , or the learnin g of its adherents , which I am unwilling to pass without
the strong expre ssion of my opinion respecting it —I mean the men who call
/themselves Unitarians, and who take upon them to deny the most important
and plainly asserted truths of our religion/'—P. 52.

" Cold> coarse  ̂and stubborn , busy, meddling, and discontented , insensible
to glory, incapable of generous enthusias m, proud without dignity, austere
without profoundness , we find the adher ents of this sect amongst the ranks of
the calculators , the economists, and the innovators , and ever read y to cavil at
the long-establish ed institutions of the country,

" * Obt ruding false rules pranked in reason 's garb/
" Had they the power, our Constitution would prob ably suffer in their

hands a similar mutilation to that which they have already inflicted upon our
Litur gy in some of their chapels. Nobility—di gnities—th e magnificence of
high stat ion, and all the lofty invention s which a great and cultivated people
have found it for their advan tage or their glory to make use of, would be ex-
ploded by these people, as antiquated and absurd institutions ."—Pp. 55, 56,

After a compliment to individuals of this terri ble sect, whom he excepts
from the enormities of their br ethren , he describes the bulk as infected
with " republican and levelling princi ples," and concludes with a vehement
reprobation of thei r late attem pt to get rid of the religious character of mar -
riage. The man who is ignorant or factious enough to get up such a cry as
this, may well be selected to be the opponent o? the genera l cause of the
Disseiiters in the approachin g stru ggle. If he finds no fault in them , he can
make one ; and if he cannot meet them in ar gument , he can at least slander
them..

We have occupied so much more space than we at first intended , tha t we
have not room to enter upon any detailed consideration of Mr. Bowrin g's
pamphlet , which we can, however, recommend to our readers as an eloquent
protest by an ener getic frien d to the most extended princi ples of Teligious
liberty against that dignified indifference which coolly measures jp rmciple by
political convenience.
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Ar t. IV.—A Review of the Doctrine
of Personal Identity ; in which are
considered and comp ared the Op i-
nions of Locke, Butler , Reid,
Brown, and Stewart, up on that
Subj ect. By an Old Ex-Scholar
df Trinit y College, Dublin. Long-
man. Pp. 86.
A pamphlet avowedly and exclu-

sively devoted to one of the most thorny
and perplexed discussion s in metaphy-
sical science is a sort of phenomenon ;
but we doubt whether , in an age so li tt le
addicted as the present to speculations
of this kind , it is likely to meet with as
much attention as in fact it deserves.
It displays considerable ability and acute -
ness, and the views of the question to
which the wri ter has given his own
sanction , may, perhaps , appear liable to
as few objections as any of those which
are the subjects of his criticism ; an
observation which may, however , be
thought to convey but f aint praise , when
we consider the strange paradoxes which
have been supported by some of the
most profound philosophers. The au-
thor examines successively the opinions
of the eminent writers whose names
appear in his title-page ; and in the
course of the discussion we meet with
much ingeniou s and acute criticism , ac-
companied now and then with a little
eaptious trifling , which , however , in an
argument depending so much on ques-
tions of words and names , it is perhaps
ex tremel y difficult to avoid. He arri ves
at the conclusion , that the dispute , like
many others In which doctrines have
been maintained , appare ntly par adoxical
and revolting, is in a great measure
verbal , and that the real quest ion is,
what do we, or ought we to mean by
the phrase Personal Identity ? Scarcely
an y two writers have given exactly the
same definition of eithe r of these terms ,
and therefore we cannot be much sur-
prised that great apparent diversity
should be observable in their conclu-
sions.

Personal identity, according to Mr.
Locke , is constituted by consciousnes s , or
more properl y, by memory, which is
more commonly considered as the proof ,
or one of the proofs , by which a man

may be convinced of his identit y. From
hence it follows, that if a man has for-
gotten any past inciden t of his life, he is
no longer the same person , and , on the
other hand , that if Pythagoras imagined
himself to be Euphor bus , or a madma n
Alexander , they are really and truly
iden tical . But if Mr. Locke's definition
is taken into the account , we f ind that
all this stran ge paradox resolves itself
into nothing more than a peculiar and
arbitra ry use of certai n familial* terms .
By personal identit y he means , " a
thinkin g, intelli gent being, having reason
and refle ction , and that can consider it-
self &s itself , the same thinking thin g, in
different times and places."

Our author understan ds . by Personal
Iden tity " ' the continuation of the same
organizati on of animal life in a human
creature possessing an intelligent mind ,
that is, one endowed with the ordinar y
facul ties of reason and memor y, without
referen ce to the original formation of
constitutio n of that mind , whether it be
material or immaterial , or whether it
survives or perishes with the body .'

" This definition of Personal Identity
would leave the subject free f rom the
following difficulties , which at present
press upon it ;—

'* 1. That which arises from the per-
petual changes in the material identit y
of the body.

" 2. That which arises from the ex-
clusion of the body of the man from his
person, and which is so revolting to th£
common unders tanding of mankind.

" 3. That which arises from the
changes of state in the mind , either
fro m the deteriorating operation of age,
(provided the ordinar y faculties of rea-.
son and memory fetaarn ,) or from the
accidental changes of it fro m causes not
permanen t.

•* 4. That which arises from the re-
striction of Personal Identit y to consci -
ousness only, and which is so fruitful of
para doxes.

" 5. That which arises from making
Personal Iden tity commensurate with
Menial Identity, which excludes alto-
gether the consideration of whether
the person be a living man or a depar ted
spiri t.

" 6. That which arises from making
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it necessary, in order to ascerta in Per-
sonal Iden tity, to inquir e whether the
mind be material or immateri al , or what
is the nature of its constitution or con-
nexion with body."—Pp. 73, 74.

The obvious objection to this is, that
it limits personal identit y to the present
life,' A resurrection may frad the same
soul, but not the same person. This
conclusion necessarily follows from the
definition , and the writer according ly
admi ts it ; but it is so contrary to the
ordinary feelings and notions of man-
kind , tha t in a discussion which is ac-
knowledged to be simply upon the true
meaning of a familiar expression , it ap •
pears to furnish a decisive objection .
The author , however, contends , that
personal identit y, as he has defined it,
is the basis of legal responsibility in the
eyes of human jud ges , who canno t enter
into the breast or tak e cognizance of
motives and dispositions. The perma -
nence of these , constitutes what he calls
Moral Identity ; by this, and not by the
continued existence of the same person.
or even of the same mind , the moral re-
sponsibilit y of his creature s in the eyes
of an all-seeing Judge , (that is, more
properly speakin g, the admission to ce-
lestial happiness of those ; who are capa-
ble of it, and the adaptation of f uture
discipline to the correction of evil dis-
positions and habits ,) will doubtless be.
directed.
. llie following passage , in which these
distinc tions are explained , is eloquent
and impressi ve :

" Not only revelation , but the well -
unders tood dictates of natural religion
alone , would teach us that the Supreme
Intelli gence will adjust and enforce the
sanctions of hip laws by principles , dif-
ferent from those by which man , in his
ignoran ce and his incompetency to dis -
cover the * hidden things* which belong to
the Alm ighty , must endeav our to secure
the peace and well-being of society, by
apportioning punishment or rewar d.
Thus Personal Iden tity, without refe-
rence to secret motives , or the hidden
thou ghts of the heart , must regulat e the
punishmen t or reward s of man ; but
that Moral Identity , which is founde d
on the affections or dispositions of the
mind , the sameness and continuance ,. or
the diversit y and changes of those senti-
ments, f eelings, motives, or by whateve r
other name we may designate wha t gives
moral charac ter to the mind, and what
the Scriptures call the inward man of
the heart —it is THAT I dentity  which,
we may humbl y hope and believe, will

regulate the punishments and the re-
wards dispensed by an All-seeing Deity !

«* This notion ;i of a moral identity
seems to receive illustration and support
from all those passages of Divine Reve-
lation which relate to f regeneratio n* —
to the * old man * — the ' outward man*
•r-the 'new man*—the ' being born aga in,;
&c. ; but , above all , from the doct rine
which so distinctly and empha ticall y de-
clares an4 pr omises the forgiveness of
sins , and the enjoyments of  heaven , to
all who truly  repent, and to none but
those who do. The sinner , though he
repents , is yet, in our sense of identity,
the same person who sinned , and there -
fore is liable to the punis hment of his
transgressions ; and him, undoubtedly ^
human laws must pu nish , however sin-
cere may be his repentanc e, becaus e no
human tribunal can take cognizance of y
or ascertai n, the sincerity or the de-
gree of repentance : but the Almighty ,
' from whom no secrets are hid ,' who
sees the secret sorrows of the contri te
heart , and knows when , and how far
contritio n has produced a chang e in the
motives , des ires, and dispositions of the
mind ; not merely sorrow pro duced by
f ear of puni shmen t, but a conversion ,̂
reaching the heart , and influenci ng the
affections : he only it is who can ascer-
tain when that total change of our mo-
ral being has taken place, to which he
has promised not merel y pa rdon, but
happ iness."—Pp . 80—82.

Art. V.— On Missions to the Heathen z
a Sermon. By the Rev, J. G. Pal-
frey, Boston, Massachusetts. Pub -
lished in Sullivan's " Liberal Preach -
er/' September , 1827-
This is a very beautiful , though not a

splendid piece of pul pit orato ry ; the ar-
gument is strong, and. generall y speaking *
sound , and 'the style possesses a simpli-
city which one is sorry to call rare.
Mr. Palfrey either does not possess, or
does not choose to disp lay, the boldness
of conception which char acterizes the
wri tings of Dr. Channing ; but his tone
is invariably gen tle, persua sive, and cal -
culated to secure the attention which has
once been won.

The aim of the preacher in this dis-
cours e is to combat twp common objec-
tions against the cause of missions. The
first , " that propositions for a Christian
Mission to the Heathen , come ill f rom
those by whom they are now made , (i. c\
Unitarians.) because we profess our be-



Jtef tfcat sincerity ttf the One thing need-
ful, and that in every nation, Pagan as
well as evangelized, he that feareth God,
and worketh righteousness, is accepted
of him." On this point Mr. Palfrey oi>~
serves, .

*? i can in no way see that this ob-
jection does not lie with precisely equal
force against the original revelation . of
Christianity. When God revealed, and
our Lord and his apostles published, this
religion, was it not as true as it is at this
moment, that in every nation he that
feareth. God and worketh righteousness
is accepted of him * As far as our ar-
gument against the necessity of diffusing
our beneficent faith can be maintained
upon this ground, let it be shewn why
it might not equally have been urged
upon them. Was a sincere man among
the Roman sages then, in spiritual peril
one particle greater than a sincere East-
Indian now ? To attend to a less con-
sideration, was Greek or Parthian, in a
wretched condition of social life, more
demanding some merciful intervention
to raise him to a better, than Green-
lander or Gaffrarian at this day > Was
the moral darkness and the moral dan-
ger of the world at the era of the third
Caesar, reckon its absolute amount as
you will, was it greater than that of the
Pagan nations of the present period ?
And if the truth that safety depends upon
sincerity, and not on forms of faith, did
not then prevent the promulgation of
Christianity at grievous cost, as it cer-
tainly did not, why should this same
truth, for here I speak of nothing else,
now prevent endeavours to diffuse it ?
The reason for publishing it was them
what it now is. A heart right with God,
however unenlightened, no doubt is,
and always has been, an object of his
complacency. But it is in the nature
of Christianity to produce more of those
sincere men whom God approves, to
make them better men than they have
otherwise the means of becoming, and
so to make all who receive and use it
happier in this life—and the next> ** con-
tinues Mr. Palfrey ; and supports his view
by the consideration that, " intended, as
we are, to be as happy as we are capable
of being, and the exercise of the graces
enforced by Christianity being the great
source of enjoyment to a moral being,
then, in exact prpportion to the maturity
to which those graces have been brought
in any mind, must be the sources and
amount of ita heavenly felicity ."

It is rather to be regretted that Mr.
Palfrey has here, touched upon debateable

ground. Every argument, (or the cause
of missions, which seems to imply that
the future happiness of our fellow-crea-
tures can be in any degree diminished or
heightened by a free-will effort of ours,
has a chilling, rather than an animating,
effect upon the spirits. It is placing an
intervening contingency between the ma*
nifestations of God'e love and the crea-
tures who need it, and implying that he
requires our aid before he can make a
part of his creation perfectly happy. The
reflection is unavoidable ; if mortal be*
ings, who have never heard of Chris*
tianity, cannot after this life be raised
to an equal degree of happiness with
those who have walked by and improved
its light here, how large a proportion of
the human race is thus disqualified 1
How many, for no fault of their own,
but merely through the indolence of
their more favoured brethren, are doomed
to enter even heaven labouring under a
species of degradation I la using this
argument, we seem, indeed, to be quite
out of our proper path. The Almighty
has no where informed us that if we do
not help our brethren they will fail of
happiness, but he has written his law of
kindness on our hearts, prompting us to
partake with others every blessing and
consolation we enjoy, and it appears
clearly to be his will, that his merciful
designs towards his creatures should not
be hidden from them, but proclaimed
wherever we have opportunity*

From the mixed motives, therefore,
of Christian love and filial obedience, it
is our part to act ; but the moment we
get beyond this, and begin to speculate
about how much worse our brethren
would be without us, or how much bet*
ter they are, for this world and the next,
because we have lived, we seem to be
encroaching upon the Divine prerogative,
and giving a degree of consequence to
the instrument, when it is not warranted
by the natural dictates of piety, or the
declarations of revelation.

In the Memoirs of that amiable man,
the Missionary Martyn, there is a pas-
sage in which this spirit of speculation,
is displayed in a most extraordinary de-
gree. Reproaching himself when in In-
dia f or having neglected, on some parti-
cular occasion, to proclaim the gospel to
the multitudes round him, he breaks
forth* into bitter lamentations over his
own sinful supineness. " Thousands of
souls perishing," says he, " and a mis-
sionary so near them I" One is lost in
astonishment at , the delusion which
could lead a believer in a beneficent God
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4o think that the eternal happiness of
these thousands of souls could really be
•affected by the changeable will of a single
-mortal. Mr. Palfrey is for , indeed, from
admitting any thing so dreadful as the
vdoetrine that eternal misery to the Hea-
then will be the consequence of our
withh olding our efforts at conversion .
But while it is asserted that they will be
the less happy hereafter if we do not
help them, there is the same opening to
objection. There have been Christians
whose comforts were derived from a
train ot reasoning respecting their Hea-
then brethren totally opposite to Mr.
Palfrey's, and perh aps less objectionable .
*' If in our life-time," say they, " we have
received ' our good things ,' and others,
* evil things / is it not to be rather
looked for that the balance will be struck
right at last ? — that they who have
walked in darkness and doubt here on
earth, and yet faithfull y improved the
light they have , may be the subjects of
a brighter illumination hereafter , than
those who, though with all their neglect
of advantages they stan d on higher
ground now* yet fall far short of what
they might be ? If such be the Divine
intentions, we at least acknowled ge their
equity *"

With this argument we have , how-
ever, nothi ng to do, any more than
With that which is opposed to it. It
relates to the event, and not to our
duty : about the latter we have clear in-
struction s, eager promptings ; about the
former we think as of a thing which
belongs to God and not to us, and peace-
fully leave it with him. The amiable
charac ter of Mr. Pa lfrey's sermon seems
to assure us, that an exception may be
made to the •commendation bestowed
tipon it as a whole, without personal
offence to the worthy author , of whose
renovated health and ability to perform
the ministerial functions , this proof will
toe joyfully welcomed by his friends in
this country.

N.

An *. VI.— The Perp etuity of Chris-
tum Bap tism Vindicated , in Reply
to "An Essay on the Perp etuity
qf Baptism. By Richard Jr rightr
By John Marsom. 12mo. pp. 76,
Sold by the Autho r, 2, St. J ohn

• Street, ClerkenwelL 1828.
Having taken a brie f notice of Mr .

Wrigh t's Esfefcv til our former volume
(I. 686) , It taiay be expected that we
ihotOd not pass by this reply, though

we profess to be only lookers-on in this
controversy.

The pamphlet before us is said to be
by an octogenarian , and it displays unu-
sual acuteness in a writer of so ad-
vanced a period of life. The great fault
ot it is what is called word-catching,
which was the style of controversy in
the last age. It must be allowed, at the
«ame time, that there is a cleverness and
point in some of the aut hor 's verbal
tactics. He is least successful in the
general argument.

Mr. Marsom jus tly prai ses Mr. Wright
for the candid spirit of his Essay , and
upon the whole he follows the amiable
example . There is, however, not a
little dogmatism in the assertion that
the not discovering in the New Testa-
ment the proof of the Perpetuity of Bap-
tism " can only be accounted for by the
influence of a false and delusive theory,
counteractin g the strongest evidence."
(P. 60.) And we apprehend that a cha-
racter is att ributed to Mr. Wright , whkh
he does not assume, when he is " con^-
sidered in this work as the organ , the
authori zed and accredited advocate * <*f
those whose views he adopts. " (P. 2.)

The answerer is positive , that the
apostolic commission refers to the Gen-
tiles. May not the phrase " all nations "
be illust rated by Acts ii. 5—11 ?

He takes the " end of the world" in
the literal sense, contrary to the criti -
cisms of most learned commentators of
modern times, though equally convinced
with himself of the perpetual obligation
of baptism. Rosenmuller gives, as the
preferable meaning, "Jlnto Mosaicde Con*-
stiCutionis."

tie says, " Peter commanded the
household of Cornelius , who were Gen*-
tiles, to be baptized :" but is it not pro«-
bable that the whole fam ily, as well as
the master , were pro selytes to the doc-
trine and worship of Moses ?

Mr , Marsom , speaking in the plural ,
like an " authorized and accredited ad<-
vocate ," puts a question , which Mr.
Wri ght will not , we apprehend , for an
obvious reason, attempt to answer :
*' — we ask those who require some ex»-
press injunction for the continued ob-
servance of baptism , to point out a
single passage in the New Testament
where the continued and perpetual ob-
serva nce of any thing" (capitals and ita-
lics are a quotation) " is expressly en^-
Joined." (P. 4.)

The writer is on dangerous ground as
a Baptist , when he traces the prac tice of
baptism (p» 4) up to the efcrty Chris t
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t»ans. Infant-baptism claims the autho-
rity of hereditary succession. It is not
historicall y correct that  ̂ no instance
occurs for several centur ies of any doubt
being raised as to the perpetu ity of hap-
tism. " " There wanted not sects and
heresies ," says the learned Bingham ,
Antiq. B. x. Ch. ii., " who in the ear-
liest ages spake very diminutively and
contemptibly of it (baptism) ; and ei-
ther in whole or in part , upon various
reasons , rejected or corrupted it." A-
mongst the rejecters , he places, on the
authority of Theodoret , some of the
Gnostics , who have the honour or dis-
honour of being first in the table of
heresy. Irenseus , in the second cen-
tury, wrote against several sects who
added non-baptism to thei r other er-
rors . About the year of our Lord 200,
Tertullian took up his pen " agains t
one Quintilla , a woman-preacher at
Carthage , a litt le before his time/' and
her followers, " who set up to decry wa-
ter -baptism as useless," adeodicunt, Bap-
tismus non est necessar hu. This chapter
of heresiograp hy might be drawn out to
a great length. Antiquity is no justifi-
cation of error , but it is an insufficient
proof of truth.

Mr. Marsom contend s, we have no
doubt justl y, that the divers washings
(in the Greek , baptisms) mentioned Heb .
ix. 14), were auto -bapthm. They were
still baptisms. The phrase is of no mo-
ment except as shewing the scriptural
sense of the word.

It is admitted by our author , (p. 16,)
that the apostles were not themselves
partakers of baptism : in this he pre-
sumes great fitness : he may see in one
of Mr. Hall' s late pamphlets on Baptism ,
as a term of communion , that the fact
may be turned into an argument .

The celebrated declaration of the
Apostle Itaul , 1 Cor. i. 17, Christ sent me
not to baptize, presents no difficulty to
our author . He understands the apostl e
to mean that he was sent to baptize not
with his own hands , but by the hands
of his disciples : in some cases the apos-
tle departed from thiB commission , and
baptized manuall y, which, says Mr.
M arsom , (p. 40,) he justly regretted.
Tertullian , in his earl y day , answered the
objections of Anti-Baptists f rom this
passage in a different manner : " Quan ~
quam etsi non eum miserat Christns ad
tinguendum , tamen aHis apostolis prae-
ceperat tinguere <-^Prins est prsedicare ,
posterius tinguere . Sed sit prius prsedl-
catum , puto autem Hcuit et tinguere, cut
licult prwdicare. " De Bart * cap. xi?.

Consistently, at least , the author re-
presents (p. 73) , " that it is both uu-
^varrautable and inexpedient to require ,
as a matter of indispensable necessity,
that the minister of a congregation
should administer the ordinance of bap -
tism," and " that there is much im-
propriety, to say the least , in devolving
on him an additi onal office, to which
other s are equally competent ." Most
Christian ministers , would, we fear ,
put this into the catalogue of heresies.

The pamp hlet is written in an easy
and persp icuous style, excepting the few
last pages, which seem to be by a younger
hand. The write r of the greate r part of
the pamphlet could never have writte n
such a sentence as the following : " But
this magnificent design was only gra -
duall y unfolded , and individual conver-
sion was the f irst line in the infinite plan,
which, extending in various forms through
every period of its earthly  p rogress, and
traversing the wide range of its operation
and influence, would only  be lost, at length,
in its entire completion.**

Art. VII.—Servian Popular Poetry.
Translated by John Bowring.
12mo. pp. 235.

Sp ecimen * of the Polish Poets, with
Notes ana Observations on the Lite-
rature of Poland. By John BtfW-
rin g. 12mo. pp . 227*
In the prosecution of his liberal and

ingenious design of rendering his coun-
trymen acquainted with the poetical ge-
nius of nations to whose literature they
have hither to been strangers , M r. Bow*
ring has , in the two little volumes be-
fore us, adventured as far as Servia and
Polau d, and has carried away with him
another curious and interesting collec-
tion of national poetry. The Servian
selection consists of a number of short
pieces selected from a volume of poems
which are said to have been committed
to paper , either from early recollection'
or from the repe tition of Servian min-
strels . Althoug h it may be a matter of
dome doubt how far these productions
are genuine specimens of popular poetry .
or how far their ostensible collector may
have been indebted for much to his own
pen, it must be acknowle dged that some
of them possess considerable merit in
the spiri t, simplicity, and sentiments ,,
which they display* The concluding
thought in the following lines is very
beautifully expressed :
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Art. VIII. — Christian Ewaminer, Vol.
IV. No. IV.

Mr. Pa lfrey's Speech.—The Christian
Examiner has inserted the following
speech among its princi pal articles , and
we follow its example in inserting it,
as possessing great interest for the Uni-
tarians of England. It was spoken at
the Anniversary Meeting of the Unita-
rian Association of America . It will
shew them how they are estimated by
one of their American brethren , who
for some time resided in this country,
and , we hope , will awaken in their minds
the same fraternal and friendly feel-
ing which animated the mind of the
speaker . The Unitarians of this coun-
try have hitherto been almost alone in
the world. Till within a few year s, they
have had no means of co-oper ation wit h
each other , and beyond the shores of
their own island , they would have searc hed
in vain for any with whom they could
hold Christian fellowship. How ani-
mating is the reflection that our brethren
in the New World , emancipated from the
yoke of a state religion, and delivere d
fro m the curse of priestcra ft, have reaped
the fruits of this blessed freedom in the
spread of those opinions which we hold
to be identical with real Christianity !
Cold must be the heart of that Unitarian
which does not respond every friendl y
wish, every expression of sympath y, on
the part of our American brethren. We
delight to hail them as friends and bro -
thers , worshi pers of the same God and
Father , and fellow-labou rers in the sa~
cred cause of truth and freedom . We
are not at all anxious to vindicate the
Unitarian s from the charge of being a
political sect. To their honour be it
spoken , they are the only denominati on
of Christians by whom the principles of
civil and religious liberty are consistentl y
maintained and zealously defended. Of
the Dissenters in general , this can only
be said with considerable qualificatio ns.
Among them a large number is to be
found , who would deny that liberty to the
Cathol ics which they claim for them-
selves, and who think it very proper that
the Attorney-Gen eral should take Chris -
tianity under his protection. But we
know not of a single Unitarian who ever
defended persecution of any kind . Nor
do we believe that Mr. Palfrey is at all
corr ect in saying, $iat " no iuconaide-.

contem porar y'

P E R I O D I C A L S .
' " Anxiety;

"I fain would sing, but will be silent
now,

For pain is sitting on my lover 's brow j
And he would hear me*-and , tho' silent,

deem
r pleased myself, but little thoug ht of

him ,
While of nought else I think ; to him X

give
My spirit , and for him alone I live :
Bear him within my heart as mothers

bear
*The last and youngest object of their

care ."

In the literature of Poland , we find a
series of poets whose work s have been
committed to the press. The earliest of
the writers of whose productio ns speci-
mens are presented by Mr. Bowriug, is
Kochanowski , who died in 1584 ; and
the volume terminates with a copious
selection from the poems of Brodzenski ,
a living author. < We cannot say that the
perusal of this volume has impressed us
with a very favourable opinion of the
genius , of the Polish , poets , thoug h we
roust admit that several passages may be
adduced as favourable specimens of
their talents. There is much tender -
ness in the following lines by Kocha -
howski :

** My gentle child ! and art thou vanish-
ed? Thpu

Hast left a dr eary blank of sadness now.
Our house , thof full , is desolate and

lone,
Since thy gay spirit and its smiles are

gone ;
We heard thy tongue 's sweet prattle , and

th y song
IScho 'd in every corner all day long.
Thy mother never grieved, and anxious

care
Ne'er rack'd thy father 's thou ghts , while

thou wert th ere.
Now hers , now mine , thy childish fond

caress ,
The overflow of youth and tenderness.
But all is vacant now, all dull and dead ,
And peace and hope, and laughing joy ,

are fled ;
Our home possessed by every present

grief ,
And the tired spirit vainly seeks relief."

We are not competent to speak of the
fidelity, but we can appreciate the ease
and poetical character , of these versions .



fable number of leadin g- persons among
th em, look with an Englishman 's fond-
ness on the existing- state of thing s.**
If there arc any Unitarians who look
with complacency or fondness upon the
existence of a union between church and!
state , or who regard an established reli -
gion , as such , with any feelings but those
of decided disapprobation , we are satis-
fied the number is small , and their in-
fluence in the body nothing. Base in-
deed must they be who can fawn and
crouch before the foot that spurns and
would tread them in the dust , and un-
worthy the honour to hold any place
among those who call Milton , Locke,
Price, and Priestley, brethren . If the
spirit of the stout-hearted Puritans walks
abroad in Bri tain , it is among the Uni-
tarians , and by them, if at all, it must
be handed down to posterity *

" Mr. President ,
•' I would not claim the attention of

the meeting at this late hour , were it not
that the subject which I wish to present
appears to me of that importance that I
should regret to have it lie over to ano-
ther anniv ersary. It appears from the
report which has been read , that com-
munications have been made during the
past yeai* between the government of
this society and of the British and Fo-
reign Unitarian Association. I , for one,
am highly gratified to be informed of
that fact. 1 am desirou s that we should
cultivate a good understanding and a
greater intimacy than has yet subsisted
with our Eng lish brethren ; especially
that the expressions which it seems have
been given by them of interest in our
concerns , Should be cordially recipro -
cated .

" There has been in time past a de-
gree of reluctance on the part of Ame-
rican Unitarian s to express sympath y
With those of England , which I think we
should all along have been at a loss to
justify ; at any rate , I am persuaded that
there has now extensivel y grown up
among us a conviction that it ought no
longer to be indulged . It ar ose princi -
pally from two circumstances. In the
first place , when the Unitarian contro -
versy broke out in this country twelve
years ago, the orthodox writers , among
their various expedients to bring odium
on their opponents , had the address to
glean the most obnoxious passages which
could any where be found among the
works of English Unitaria ns, and pre-
sent them to the American pub lic as ex-
pressing essential points of Unitaria n
belief* To some extent the plan suc-

ceeded. Unitarians here found them-
selves labo uring under a degree of dis-
credit , as the supposed advocates of ex-
travagant opinions which they had not
only never avowed, but were conscious
to themselves of having been always as
far as possible from entertaini ng ; and
if it was not right , it was not surprisiug,
that they should be led to look with
some coldness on a foreign sect, of
which they knew almost nothing, ex-
cept that its writings had thus been quo-
ted to their injury. Of which I say, Suy
they knew almost nothing. Generall y
they knew not even enough of that sect
to be aware that the quotat ions in ques-
tion, often related to points not consi-
dered by it as characte rizing its belief,
and that they were the most offensive
which could be collected with much
pains from a variety of write rs, and
these not always of high standing with
thei r brethren . The Unitarian belief
was not imported into America. It
grew up among the descendants of the
Pilgrims , in consequence of that habit
of diligent and reverential study of the
Scriptu res , which had been taught them
by their fathers , aided by the better
lights of recent times. Accordingly,
many of us had no othe r information ,
concerning the belief of English Unita-
rian s than what we obtained from the
misreprese ntations of adversa ries. Is it
wonde rful then, that under these cir-
cumstances , there should be manifested
some backwa rdness to be in any way
identified with them ?

** I am free to say, tha t I have no in-
discrimina te favour for all the opinions
which English Unitarian authors have
really and deliberatel y expres sed. Not
a few have been maintained by one or
another of them , within the last half
centu ry, which , to my view, appe ar al^
together unscriptural. I am at no loss
to account for this. The state of theo-
logical science has been, for a long pe-'
riod , low in England. It is now low w
those denominations from whose ranks
some of the leading Unitarian s have
come . Besides, the Eng lish, much cre-
dit as they give themselves for cool good
sense, are in reality > by temperament ,
a fanatical people , as the incipient his-
tory of all thei r parties , political and re-
ligious, abunda ntly shews ; and to say
that English Unitaria ns, when they first
came into notice as a sect, did not al-
ways avoid reason ing ill, and advanci ng
extra vagances , would be no more than
to include them in a remark which, by
common consent , might be made of all
sects, since England has known them *
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The time for web writers, us for in-
stance, Wakefiel d and Evanson ,—writers
too. who, we ought to remember , were
themselves more powerfull y refuted by
their Unitarian brethr en than from any
other quarter ,—has now gone by, and
more wary habits of reasoning prevail.

" But suppose the diversity of opi-
nions between us and others on inci-
dental and subordinate points to be as
great as apprehended ; shall it be per-
mitted to estrange us, as long as we
agree in relatio n to that great essential
point , the unity of God ? Differences of
opinion cannot but exist wheie there is
freedom of opinion. Men's powers of
vision are never perfectl y alike except in
total darkness. There are not a few
points of religious opinion, and points ,
to my view, important , respecting which
lam so unhappy as not to agree with
one or another of my friends whom I
see around me. But this cannot prevent
me from connecting myself wHh them in
this Association, for labours which we
unite in thinking to be due to the glory
of God, the cause of the Redeemer , and
lite good of mankind . No, Sir ; if be-
fore we can sympathize and co-operate
in relation to any subject, we will wait
for similarity of sentiment in all who
may connect themselves with it, men
who prize their freedo m of thought can
never feel and act together - As far as
there is agreement , let there be cordia l
fellow-feeling and joint action. As far
as there is honest disagreemen t, let
there be mutual forbearance and respec t.
Let us take a lesson of those who unite
m opposing the great doctrin e which we
maintain , while they dissent from one
another respecting almost all things
else. Are the questions at issue be-
tween Baptists , Episcopalians , Presb y-
terians , Methodists , and Friends ; nay,
are the difference s of opinion on the
single point of the Trinity, among its
advocates , less import an t than those
which have been allowed to divide Uni-
tarians from one another ? Let us take
a lesson of prudence from the success of
such dissentients in acting stren uously
together. As to the scrup les which are
felt on this subjec t, it does seem to me,
that our sensibility of conscience should
take another character. I greatly fear
that it is not because our ; consciences
are too:scrupul ous, but because they
need awakening that we hesitate about
uniting otur hearts and voices with all
who are read y to bear witness with us
to the cardi nal truth of religion.

" Again, Sir , there has prevailed ex-
tensively among us an idea that the Ei>~

gUsh Unitarians ar e to be regarded in
the Hght, chiefly, of i* polit ical party . I
will not disguise my full conviction that
this opinio n has been taken up on a very
partial view of the subject. ' The fact isy
that there are found among them mem-
bers of both ways of thinking on those
great political questions which divide
the civilized world , and no inconsidera-
ble number of leading persons among
them, look with an Englishman 's fond-
ness on the existing state of things.
But , if the case were very different from
what it is, I am at a loss to imagine
why this should alienate our good-will
from them. I should not think that this-
was the place where it would be broug ht
against them that they were too much
attached to civil liberty. To citizens of
a free community like this, I should
suppose that there was in such names aa
those of Price and Priestley, something
conciliating, rather than unfavourable ,
to the religious denomination to which
they belong. We might at least , it
seems to me. see reason to excuse the
English Unitarians , if not to sympa-
thize with them, if we should find them
taking a side in politics* It is very well
for us, Sit, who have never felt the hard
gri pe of church and state when they join
han d in hand , to think unkindl y of those
who wince under it. If our experience
were different , our feelings might be*
come .so too. The heavy tax which ,
after doing his part towards the suppor t
of his own religious teache r, the English
Unitarian must pay to some ecclesiastic
whom he honestly believes to be main-
tained for the teaching of false doctrine ,
is the smallest and most tolerable par t
of the burden he must bear. He sees
himself shut out , by provis ions of law*from the paths the most inviting to a
generous ambition. The prizes which
his country offers to merit are great ;
but the highest are not for him. There
are responsible stations in which, from
a patriotic impulse , he would serve his
country ; but he must buy the privilege
of doing it by the prostitution of his.
conscience . He has to see the asso-
ciates of his youth , distinguished from
him by uo advantage except that of the
prescribed religious pro fession , placing
many ranks iu society between himself
and them, by the end of their care er.
If there is any situat ion iu life more
likely tha n ail others to be coveted by a
young person of reflection and senti-
ment, it is a residence at one of the
English Universities; those splendid
palaces of learning, whose least attrac-r
tton to ouch » mind Is the circumsta nce
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of thei r being the points from which
the paths of preferment diverge ; those
' studious cloisters / invested with aU
awful and exciting associations  ̂goeh as
even Milton's verses could only embody,
not increase. But th«immoveable fence of
the Thirty -pine Armeies bars the way to
them , for htm who is not flexible enough
to creep under or overleap it. Such
.saeriftees made for conscience' sake by
m«n of feeling, men conscious to them -
selves of a power to win the prizes and
execute the responsib le tasks of society,
I own 1 cannot hesitate to admire , nor
can I wonder that they should be made
with some feeling of the oppressio n
which compels them .

" But the laws do not so par t with
the Unitarian . He cannot satisfy the
fir st demands of the hear t,—he canno t
have his share of the blessings intende d
for him by that Being who has set the
solitary in families, without first hear -
ing the faith he venerates denied ; nay,
without being made a party to its de-
nia]L He cannot marry, Sir, except by
the agency of a magistrate after whom
he must repeat what in the bottom of
his hear t, and before God, he believes
to be a mischievous untruth. He jus-
tifies his conscience in protesting against
what he must perforc e utter ; but this is
no rel ief which the laws afford him,
and, in resorting to this expedient , he
subjects himself to insult , if the minis-
ter be as oppressive as the law which
he must execute. The government , I
repeat it, Sir , calls on the English Uni-
taria n to do that which iu him, with
his convictions, is to blasphem e, before
he shall have a right to enter into the
tenderest and most sacred of earthl y
relations , and that , in the very act of
solemnizing it. May he not pardona-
bly take this amiss ? or , at least , may
he not wish it altered ? I greatl y
mistake the character of those who
hear me, if, under such disabilities ,
they would be found more loyal subjects
than the English Unitar ians , If I know
any thing abou t our Nonconformist fa-
thers , they would have done something
more than subject themselves to the
reproach of being called a political party ,
if such a trial of allegiance had been im-
posed on them. I mistake if they would
not have given a somewhat earlier date
to certain events in our history. For
my own part , I hope I shall never be
harsh in my ju dgment of a man who is
not enthusiastic in his attac hment to a
government that treats him thus. Ood
forbid that I should speak otherwise

than respectfully of England 3 but 1 can-
not hut believe that over against the
record of its services to mank ind ,
there is something, written on the book
of retributio n for its treatment of its
East -Indian , Iris h, and Unitarian sub-
jects.

" Taking this view of the grounds on
which a degree of reserve has hitherto
been manifeste d on our part towards the
Unitarians of England, there are rea -
sons, on the other hand , why I think it
to be greatly desirable that henceforward
it should be banish ed. It must be our
fault or misfortune , if we do not know
them to be in important respects a class
of persons most worth y of our esteem.
We have only to look into the annual
report s of their benevolent association s
to see with what striking liberal ity,
though not aboundipg in wealth , they
contribute towards the promotion of
public objects , In a late report into,
which I was looking to-day, I find that
the receipts during one year , for the
single object of maintaining the Theo-
logical College at York , were fro m pri -
vate subscriptions 970/., from collec-
tions in churches 210/., from what are
called fellowship funds 30/., and from,
benefactions 480/. ; in the whole nearl y
1700/., or about 8000 dollars ; a liber
rali ty which would gratify me to see ri-
valled by the patrons of our own pivinity.
School, Nor are their labours or their
boun ty restricted to objects appropriate
to their sect. It is well known that in
their ra nks Are to be found some of the
most distinguished philanthropi sts of
that philan thropic nation. We are in-
debted to them, too. for a large portion
of the unexceptionable and exalting lite-
ratu re which we receive from tha t coun-
try ; and considering how dependent we
are on Engla nd for the susten ance of
our minds , ther e is no estima ting the
extent of this benefit. Nor can we be
indiffere nt to the favourable feeling
which is entertained by them toward s
thair brethren on this side of the Atlan-
tic. One is equally surprised and grati-
fied to find what an inter est is felt by
them in the leading Unita rians of our
country, and how eager ly thei r writings
are sought ; and there are numbers
without any such pr etensions , who can
bear grateful witness to the hearty wel-
come which has been received from
th em.

" I will rely upon your patience, Sir ,
for a moment longer , to say that I think
we should take some means to acquaint
ourselves better with the prog ress of just

Critical Notices. \&\



views of religion In other parts of Eu-
rope. In France , it is well known tha t
there is a most respectable Protestant
population. It is, perhaps , not so well
known, that liberal views of Christianity
prevail among them to a grea t extent.
The pressure upon them by the Catho-
lics has hitherto been so severe , that it
has been necessary for them , for the
common securi ty, not to urge the points
of difference among themselves ; and Cal-
vinism , in ail parts of the Continen t ,
wears a much milder aspect than in
Great Br itain. But it is probable that
among the Pro testant clergy of France ,
a majority is not favourable to the Cal -
vinist ic scheme. They are furnished
chiefly from the schools of Montauban
and Geneva ; the former of which is
served by at least some liberal teachers ,
and at the latter all bear that character.
In Transylva nia, one of the seven or
eight kingdoms of the Empero r of Aus-
tria , Unitarian ism was not long ago one
of the religions established by law ; but
little acquaintance is possessed with Us
present condition. At the establishment
of the existing state of things in Holland ,
at the re- organization of Euro pe, the
ecclesiastical assembly convoked by the
government , established liberal term s of
admission to the ministry, and in that
country, so illustrious for its past ser-
vices to religion and learnin g, it is un-
derstood , in general , that something im-
portant has alread y been done toward s
a correction of the popular belief. In
Switzerland , it is well known that just
views of Chri stianity are gaining ground
in different quarters , notwithst anding
the labours of emissaries of the English
Continenta l Missionary Society, and the
influence of the Missionar y School at
Basle, supported chiefl y by English
funds. The gradual , but thorou gh re-
volution of sentime nt among the en-
lightened and exemplary clergy and peo-
ple of Geneva , is an event of signal im-
portance . A year and a half ago, the
Unitarian successor to the chair of Cal-
vin , walked with me to a rising ground

in full view fro m the walls of Geneva , at
abou t half a mile's distanc e, to point out
to me the spot where the Unitarian Ser-
vetus was burned at Calvin *s instance ;
burned by a slow fire of green wood ,
that his torment s might be the more
and the longer. As I went on such an
errand in such company, I had abundant
food for meditation on the little efficacy
of establishments , creeds , and faggots ,
to keep down the truth as it is in Jesus .

** Such demonstrations in various
quarters , it seems to me, Mr. President ,
are not to be accounted for on local and
occasional grounds. They are symp*
toms of that same spontaneous , general
movement of mind , which is impelling
the civilized nati ons of the earth toward s
the asserti on of political liberty . Light
is bre akin g in. There is a well-deve-
loped determination of the universal
mind toward s truth . That progress to*
ward s the recovery of the genuine Chris-
tian faith , of which we have in discon-
nected quarters such gratify ing evidence,
as it is produced by a permanen t, and ,
as I believe, day by day more and more
efficient cause , I am persuaded we are
henceforward to witness more and more
extensively and distinctly . As it cannot
fail to rejoice us, wherever it appears , I
am desirous that we should take mea-
sures to be acquainte d with it. This
Association affords facilitie s for the at-
tainment of that object ; and if any addi-
tion to the cares of the Secretar y would
be too much even for the abilit y and di-
ligence of the present incumbent of that
office , I , for one, should be gratified \f
the government would take measures for
the establishment , in due time, of a fo-
reign department. Meanwhile I submit
the following resolution :

" Resolved,—That this Association re-
ciprocate the expressions of sympathy
and regard they have received from the
British and Fore ign Unitarian Associa-
tion , and rejoice in the exertions of the
friends of truth in Eng land and on the
continent of Europe ."—Pp. 291—299.
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OCCASIONA L CORRESPONDENCE.

any thing which you thoug ht worth in-
serting, I shou ld alway s be happy to do
so.

M y wife ask s a hundred domestick
questions * * * * in answer to which
I have lent her your letter to read , and
promised her another in due time ; but
her affection clashes with her patience.

I am , dear Sir , with most sincere re-
spect aud affection , ever yours ,

R. ROBINSON.

On the Want of Juvenile Pu blica -
tions amongst Unitarians ,

To the Editor,
Sir ,

It has always appeared str ange to me ,
that pareuts of the Unitarian faith should
be so careless of the bias their children
are likel y to feel towards the contrary
side of the question , owing to the entire
absence of all juvenile publi cations by
those of their own persuasio n. Go into
what bookseller 's shop you may, you
will find a variety of tracts , both peri-
odical and of other descri ptions , written
by Trinitarian s, but in vai n have I in-
quired for any thing adapte d to the capa-
city, or likely to attract the at tention , of
the young, by Unitarian author s. Surely
we have among us sufficient zeal and
enough talent abl y to support a twopenny
weekly, or sixpenny monthly, publica-
tion , containing plain liberal views of
reli gious subjects , embellished with good
wood-cuts , and interspersed with moral
tales , dialogues, and poetry of a kind
similar to the " Contributions of Q.
Q." If the insertion of th is letter should
be the means of inducing some of your
amiable and clever readers to embark
in an undertaking of this kind , it may
be a cause of rej oicing to many, but to
none more sincerely tha n

Your constant reader ,
M. S.

On the Choice of Min isters.
To the Editor .

Sir ,
I fully agree with your corres pon-

dent V. F., (p. 132,) on the mischie f
arising from rival candidates for the pas-
torshi p of Dissenting congregatio ns. The
plan which he recommends , of one can-
didate at a time, and of a decision . ©n

Robert Robinson on Periodical Pu bli-
cations.

We owe the communication of the
following characte ristic lette r of the Uev.
Robe rt Robinson (addressed to the Rev.
Mr. Coettogon) to the kindness of M r.
Mardon , in whose hands it was late ly
placed , with permiss ion to put it at our
disposal. We ar e sorry to find so great
an auth ority against the utility of our
labours.

Chesterton  ̂ Nov. 17, 1783.
Rev. and Dear Sir ,

It was with singular pleasure I re-
ceived your favour , as it informed me
you were well, and pursuing the great
business of a Christian minister 's life,
diffusing knowle dge, virtue and felicity
amon g mankind.

I always supp osed a periodical pub li-
cation a proper method of edifying the
Christian world , but I have several years
ago ceased purchasing and reading any,
being fully persuaded th at real religion
received no advantage ; but , on the con-
trary , was extremely disserve d by such
publications. Hac kneyed saws, old wives'
fables , mean ] criticisms , false reasonings ,
wretched rh ymes, puerile questio us, and ,
if possible , more puerile answers , con-
spire d to expose reli gion to contempt ,
and yet the religion we profess is the
wisdom of God .

I do not wonder you are solicited to
set on foot and superi ntend a work of
th is kind , for you are the man on whom
my hopes have always been placed, so
that I have often exclaimed on peeping
into those religious reveries , I doubt , I
doubt De Coetlogo n is dead . Were I in-
timate with you, as I formerl y had the
honour to be, I veril y tfoink I should
take the liberty to reprove you for stand-
ing silent and suffering such ninnies
to disgrace the noble cause of Christi-
anity with such beggarly productions .
Put on, my dear and honoured Sir , that
manl y sternness which is so necessary to
rescue religion from the fli ppant hands
of its playful children , (pious, bt |t in a
state of infancy,) aud do not suffer every
purchaser of the magazine to inser t his
nonsense. I am sure you are equal to
the task , and I shall be hap py to recom-
mend and encoura ge every thing ' of yours ,
and if it were in jay power to send you

vol. iu p
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his case before another candidate is in-
tr oduced , has been common in our con-
grega tions from thei r first -establishment ,
and has been sanctioned by eur ablest
and most influential wri ters . Amongst
these , lefc me name Dr. Edm un© Cala -
is v, venerabile nomen, who in his Funera l
Serm on for t&e Rev. John Motterslwd,
givis the destitute congregation the fol-
lowing advice :

" Take heed of division*. By way of
preven tion , allow me to leave it with
you as my deliberate advice, to beware
of multiply ing cand idates in the election
that is now necessary. *Tis a fancy of
some, (and a most ridiculous fancy it is,
and an usual spri ng of contentio n and
division,) that unless more than one be
in nomination , the re is no choice .
Whereas, on the contrar y, t must own it
to be ray appreh ension , that where there
is a vacancy in any society, and there is
not occasion for nominating any more
than one, in order to the gaining the
consent of a good major ity, it is the
best sort of choice that can be desired.
If a majority do not agree , no choice
can be pretended ; nor can there be any
dam age done. And supposing that a
considerable majority does agree , why is
it not a choice ; when there is such a
number agreein g as more than barely
turns the scale , and the person pitched
on is pref err ed, before all others that
could come in competi tion ? And why
is it not a bette r choice, thau by nomi-
nating several at once , to divide people
into parties ; and lay a temptation be-
fore them (which very commonly prove s
the case) to lesseu and reflect on one to
whom they are less inclined , in order to
the advanci ng of another whom they are
rathe r for, which often does mischief
and makes work for repentance ? Let
me then recommend it to you , fi rst to
nominate the person in whom, all cir-
cumstances being considered , the re is a
probab ility and likelihood of a pretty ge-
neral concurre nce : and till that matter
is tr ied, let it be agreed that no one
else be nominated as a candidate . If a
good majority concur , the point aimed
at is gained , and the vacancy is filled up.
If that will not do, let another be no-
minated , (and but one at once by agree-
men t,) ana let the same trial be made as
to him also : and bo go on till a person
is fixed on. I am firml y persuaded , and
am confirme d in it by observation, tha t
this is a tet ter way to onion and har-
mony than the multiplying the numbe r
of candida tes, which Ib a common inlet
to division and confusion."—A Funeral
Sermm for the late Rev. Mr , John Mot-

tershed, Minuter of the Gospel tn RatcUjfe,
who departed this life Oct. 3, 1728, An.
Mtat. LXII I .  By  Edmund Calamy, D. D.
Pp. 41 , 42.

Dr. Calamy here spoke from long ob-
servation , and the experience of a cen-
tury has proved the wisdom of his re-
marks.

Let me add a word or two concerning
Mr. Mottershed , who was eminen t in his
day. He was the son of an opulent fa-
ther, and chose the Nonconformi st mi,,
nistry in perilous times. He was edu-
cated under Mr. Doolitt le, the ejected
minister , at his academy for ministers ,
at Islington , together with Dr. Calamy ,
and was afterward s assistant to his tu tor
at Mvgwetl (since called Monkwel l)
Street. Afterwards he became assistant
to Mr. Gone, at Kingston upon Thames ,
fro m which place he removed to Rad -
cliffe in the year 1697, succeedin g Mr.
George Day in the pastorshi p. " Here ,"
says Dr. Calamy, (p. 38,) " his plentiful
circumsta nces put him into a great capa -
city of usefuln ess beyond others ** He
does not appear to have publishe d any
thing from the press ; though Dr. Ca-
lamy was informed that he assiste d in
translating some of the learned Dr. Light-

fooVs works into Latin. Another fact
may be quoted from the pulpit-biogra -
pher. " But before his appearing any
where in public, he was for some time
in H olland , and there lived (I think he
himself has told me so) under the same
roof with Monsieur Bayle, who is gene-
rally allowed to have been one of the
most polite and ingenious gentlemen of
that age. But whether he lodged in the
same house with him or no, I am well
satisfied from what I remem ber of the
account he himself gave me, that he had
the benefit of his lectures and free con-
versation, which were the means of
great additions to his knowledge, and
gave him au ad vantageoun opportunity
of an insight into the Belles Lettres ;•
and he was forward enough afterwards
to own his obligations to him, thou gh
very thankful to God, that he pre served
him from the Pyrrhonism , which that
great man unhap pily fell into and was
remar kable for." P. 36.

We should hardl y have looked for an
English Nonconformist minister " und er
the roof 0f Monsieur Bayle " and we
must regret that Mr. Mottershed has
left us no menus of judging of the profit
which he derived from the company and
tui tion of Buch an accomplished and
universal scholar.

EPISC OPUS.
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Op inions of the Early  Christians.
To the Edito r.«

Sir ,
It is far from my wish to discour age

or undervalue any at tempt s at discussion
of the subject of Mr. Mad ge's commu-
nication , of which I deeply feel the im-
portance ; but allow me to submit to
him , whether such a summary as he
seems to pro pose of the contro versy be-
tween Horsley and Priest ley has not been
alrea dy executed by Mr * Belsham, so far
as such a review by one enlisted avow-
edl y in the cause of one of the combat-
ants is likely to be useful ; and whether
what we now want is not (as an earJ y
corresp ondent in your New Series, Vol.
I. p. J01 , suggested) a new investiga-
tion of the subject, not of the mode in
which two war m part izans handled it?
I , for one , confess that I have no great
faith in the cau tion or impartial ity (I do
not mean it offensively) of either of the
parties. I see little utility in discussing
materials which (as far as they go) are
al read y before us all , and I am quite
sure that we are wasting time in fight-
ing ove'r an old battle on the same pre-
mises , and dressing up old arguments in
new dresses , when the tru e course ap-
pears to be to use the old light as far as
it will go, but to set to work in earnest ,
(with the increased means of iuforma-
tion which t ime and experience will
amp ly affo rd ,) in search of mat erials at
the fountai n head ; using Dr. Priestley 's
excellent exam ple (too little followed
in these days) to stimulate us to dili-
gence , but taking warning by the faults
both of himself and his antagonist.

A STUDENT.

London University.
The following Roman authority has

late ly been cited on the question : —
" Whether young men are better edu-
cated in a metropol is and under the eye
of their parents , or fro m home ?" or ,
in other terms , whether parents , and
chiefly Londoners , should or should not do
all in their power to raider London the
cap ital of the civilized world, in respect to
science and literature , (as it is in all
others ,) by supporting the establishment
of the London Universit y ? One of
these authorities is Horace , who, far
fro m finding that young men ought to
be educated at a distance , and that a
strange r 's care is superior to that of a
pa rent , highl y pra ises his fath er , and
confesses that he owes all to I\tm ; not

because he sent him f rom Rome int o the
country, to stu dy under the care of a
tutor , but because he took him from the,
cou ntry to Rome, and he himself took
care of his moral instruction. The other
of these Romans is young Pliny, whose
letter does not want any comment. Had
he been living m our days , and a Lon-
doner , he could not have wri tten any
thing more to the purpose than this let-
ter ,—which , be it observed , regarded
the case of sending young men not far ,
but only thirty miles from their uative
town.town.

The following are the Verses of Horace
referred to:

Sat. L. i., Sat vi., v. 65 , et se q.
(tr anslation.)

If some few venial faults deform my
soul 

If none justl y braud my fame. ...
If pure and innocent 
My father was the cause , who, though

mai ntained
By a lean farm but poorl y, yet disdained
The count ry schoolmaste r 
To Rome by this bold father was I

broug ht ,
To learn 
Hims elf, the guard ian of unb lemish 'd

truth ,
Amongst my tutor s would att end my

youth ;
And thus preserve d my chastity of mind
(That prime of virtue in its highest

kind)
Not only pure fro m guilt , but even the

shame
That might with vile suspicion hurt my

fame.
Fran cis.

C. Pliny to Cornelius Tacitus.
I rejoice that you are safely arrived in

Rome ; for though I am always desirous
to see you , I am more particul arl y so
now. I purpose to continue a few days
longe r at my house at Tusculu m, iu or-
der to finish a work which I have upon
my hands . For I am afraid , should I
put a stop to this desi gn , now that it is
so nearl y completed , I shall find it ' diffi-
cult to resume. tn the mean while , th at
I may lose no time , I send this lette r
before me, to request a ¦ favour of you ,
which I hope shortl y to a$k in person.
But before I inform you what my request
Is , I must let you into the occasion of it.
Being lately at Coino, the place of my.
nativity, a young lad, son to one of my
neighbours , made me a visit. I asked
him wheth er he studied rh etoric , and
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where. He told me he did , and at Mi-
Ian.. " And why not here ?" " Because
(said his father , who came with him) we
have no professors. " " No!" said I ;
" surel y it nearly concerns you , who are
fathers ," (and very opportunely, several
of the company were,) " that your sons
should receive their education here , ra-
ther than any where else. For whe re
can they be placed more agreeably than
in their own country , or instructed with
more safety and less expense than at
home, and uuder the eye of their pa-
rents ? Upon what very easy terms
might you , by a gener al contribution ,
procur e proper masters , if you would
only apply towards the ra ising a salary for
them , the extraordinary expense you
sustai n for your sons' journeys , lodgings ,
and f or whatever else you pay in conse-
quence of their being educated at a dis-
tance from home ; as pay you must for
every article of every kind. Though I
have no childre n myself, yet I shall wil-
lingly contribute to a design so beneficial
to my native country, which I consider
as my child or my par ent ; and there *
fore I will advance a third part of any
sum you shall thi nk proper to raise for
this purpose. I would take upon myself
the whole expe nse, were I not appre -
hensive that my benefactions mi ght here -
after be abused and perverte d to private
ends ; wh ich I have observed to be the
case iu several places where public foun-
datious of this natu re have been esta-
blished. * '1 he single mean to prevent
this mischief is to have the choice of
the professors entirel y in the breast of
the parents ; who will be so much the
more careful whom they elect, as they
will be obliged to share the expense of
thej r sti pend. For thoug h they may be
negligent in disposing of another 's boun-
ty, they will certai nly be ^cautious how
they app ly their own , and will see that
noue but those who deserve it shall re-
ceive my money, when they must at the
same time receive theirs too. Let my
exam ple then encourage you to unite
heartily , in this usefu l design; and be
assured , the gt eate* the sum my propor -
tion shall amount fc^, the more agreeable
it will be to me. You can undertake
nothing that will be more advantage ous
to your children , nor more acceptable to
your country. Your sons will by these
means receive their education where

* It can hardl y be suspected that any
thing of the kind ever occurre d in this
country .

they received their birth , and be accus-
tomed fro m their infancy to inhabit and
affect their nati ve soil. • May you be able
to procure professors of such distin -
guished abilities, that the neighbouring
towns shall be glad to dra w.their learn -
ing from hence ; and as you now send
your child ren to foreigners for education ,
may foreigners in their tun* flock hither
for their education !"

I thou ght proper thus to lay open to
you the princ iple upon which this scheme
turns , that you might be the more sen-
sible how agreeable it will be to me, if
you underta ke the office I request , f
entreat you, therefore , with all the ear-
nestness a matter of so much importance
deserves , to look out , among the great
number of men of letters which the re-
putation of your genius brings to you ,
proper persous to whom we may app ly
for this purpose ; but without entering
into any agreement with them on my
part ; for 1 would leave it entire ly free
to the parents to judge and choose as
they shall see pro per. All the share V
pretend to claim is, that of contributing
my assistance aud my money. If , there-
fore , any one shall be found who thinks -
himself qualified for the office , he may
repai r thither ; but withou t relying upon
any thing but his merits . Farewell .*

Prophecies in the Revelation.
To the Editor.

Sir ,
Not being desirou s of tres passing on

your pages unnecessarily, I shall only
propose a short query or two on a par-
ticular passage of prop hecy, if such a
subject were per mitted in the New Se-
ries. I would ask , Does not the twelfth
chapte r of Revelation continue in detail
the subject of the eleventh ? And does
it not relate to the same circumsta nce of
time and place, as well as persons, men-
tioned by Daniel xii. 1, and more espe-
ciall y by Jude , in his Epistle , ver. 9 ?
The same symbols ar e used by John and
Jpde, and I think both refe r to the same
<yent. Should this deserve the notice
of, any of your corresponde nts, it would ,
oblige

PHILALF/rHES.

* We do not know why the wonl
" Studies " has been, translated " to stud y
rhetoric. *' The ori ginal does not seem
to imp ly here any such limitati on , but
speaks of studies and learnin g in general .
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Wavringto n ; and , as the congregations
where he might preach as a candidate
were not then so entirely Unitarian as
they now arc , thi s circumstance would
prove a bar to his acceptab le ness as a
preacher with them . At an early period
he relinquished preaching altogether ,
supposing it injurious to his heal th ;
and , havin g formed this resolution , he
could never afterwards he pre vailed on
to preach for any one , excepting once,
upwards of twenty years since, for the
writer of this , during a severe indispo -
sition. It was some few years afte r
giving up preaching that he went to the
Isle of Man as pri vate tuto r to some of
the younger sons of the late Mr. Busk ,
who then resided there in some official
capacit y . He continued in this situation
about two years . Soon afte r his re turn
from the isle of Man , his father dying,
he became the farmer of his own lease-
hold estate ; which occupation he fol-
lowed several years in connexion with
the tuition of a limited number of day-
scholars . But , about the year 1 802, in
consequence of the great age of his
mother , whose increas ing infirmities
required much of his attention , and the
urgency of his friends to increase the
number of his pup ils, he let his farm
and confined himsel f solely to tuition.
This also he relinq uished abou t ten
years afterward s, and theii reading and
stud y became his chief occupatio n , which
he followed with avidity and delight
until a short period previous to his de-
cease. During the time that Mr. Hor -1
rox was a student at the academy at
Warriugto n , fro m attending the lectu res
that were occasionally delivered there
011 Chemistry and Anatomy, he became
ai dentl y attached to the profession of
medicine , and he endeavour ed to pre --
vail on his fathe r to permit him to
change the object of his pursui t ; but to
this he would not consent. — His last
illness was short , but it was severe.
Having taken cold during the wet sea-
son at the end of November last , it
brought on a violent inflammatio n on his
lungs , which admitted not of any re-
medy, and he soon sunk under it. Thus
died this excellent and amiab le man .
He has left a legacy of £200 to the Col-
lege at York , and another of ^100 to
the Dissenting Chapel in Chowbent.

B. K. D.
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OBITUARY.
Rev . Thomas Horrox.

1827. Dec. 9, in the neighbourhood
of Chowbent , Lancashire , in the 77th
year of his age, the Rev. Thomas Hor -
r ox. The deceased was a man of con -
siderab le literary attainments , but of
rather singular habits ; these hab its,
however , wer e all inoffensive in them-
selves, and onl y indicated th at he
though t and acted differentl y from the
generality of men in his rank and sta-
tiou of life* Ever since the death of
his moth er , in the year 180 4 , (who
died at the advanced age of 92 years ,)
he lived alone , in a cottage , on a
small leasehold farm which he pos-
sessed , without any attendant , mixing
lktle with society, but always cheerfull y
receiving and hospitably entertaining
those friends who wer e iu the habit of
visitin g him in his retirement. Though
fond of this seclusion from society, yef ,
when occasional ly drawn from it , no
man appeared more to enjoy the com -
uauy of his friends , or more cheerfull y
contribute d his portion of instruction or
entertainmen t. He receive d the rudi-
ments of his classical learning at Ri-
vincto n school , in this neighbourhood .
Hence he removed to the academy then
at Warrin gton , according to the list of
Warrington students given by Mr. Tur»
ner , of Newcastle , in the Repository ,
Vol. IX. p. 387, No, 164, in the year
1768. In this accouut Mr. Turner re-
presents him as pr each ing, as a settled
minister , for a short time , at Holcombe ,
near Bury, in th is couuty ; as after -
wards spendin g some time in the Isle
of Man , apd dying young. Fro m the
secluded manner in which Mr. Horrox
passed the greater part of his life, and
hearing nothing of him for many years ,
it is not surprising that Mr. Turner
should infer that he must hav e died
young. 1 am also inclined to believe
that he was never settled as a minister
at Holcombe. Ou leaving the academy
at Warriu gton , in 1773, he resided with
his parents iu this neighbourhood , and
was almost constantl y engaged for a
year or two in preaching at different
places , some of which might be withou t
Mettled ministers ; but I believe he was
never settled at any place as a perma-
nent minister. One reason wh y Mr.
Horro x might not acquir e a permanent
situa tion was, that he was decidedly a
Unitarian iu his reli gious sentiments fro m
the time of his leaving the academy at



Mr. John Wood.
Jan * 16, after a very lingering etate jf)f

infirmity, Mr. Joh n Wood , of South-
over, near Lewes, aged 76 ; a man of
genuine worth , whose many excellen-
cies will long serve to embalm his me-
mory in the hearts and affection s of his
surviving friends and relatives. Through-
out a long and eminentl y useful life he
manifested a spirit of diffusive benevo -
lence, and was ready ou all occasions
" to do good and communicate/' To
several public charities he had long been
a liberal contributor , and many are the
individuals who can bear testimony to
his private munifice nce. His deeds of
benevolence were not accompanied with
that ostentatious parad e which seems to
mock at calamity even in the act of re-
lieving it. He was always a stead y friend
and liberal supporter of the cause of re-
ligion. In sentiment he was a Unita-
rian General Baptist ; but apart from his
own private views, being a friend to
freedom of relig ious inquiry, his heart
and his purse were ever open to aid the
cause of truth and ri ghteousness . D.

Mr. Willi am Lempriere.
Jan. 30, at his house , London Road,

Brighton , Mr. William Lempriere ,
aged 59. He had been indisposed for
some time previous , thoug h it was not
apprehended , even by his medical at -
tendant , that his illness was of a dan-
gerou s nature ; but " in the midst of
life we are in death 1" As he was sitting
with his famil y he was seized wilh unu-
sual pai n, fell down , and expired ! His
medical attendant was on the spot ; but
" the silver-cord " was " loosed ," and all
assistance was u navailing. His remains
were interred , on the 6th of February ,
in the burial-ground belonging to the
chapel , Southover.

The death of such a man is a loss to
society at large ; to the reli gious bod y of
which he was a member , it is a great
bercavemeut ; to his friends , and espe-
cially to his mournin g famil y, it is irre -
parable. He was distinguished by inte-
grity and liber ality ; liis upri ght and
conscientious deportment ; his kind and
gentle behaviour ; his trul y Christian
disposi tion and conduct ; the mildness
of his manners , and the goodness of his
heart : and though the loss is, ind eed,
great , his /surviving friends deri ve the
fullest consola tion from the -rec ollection
of his virtues ; his earnest endeavour to
" iiva the life of the righteo us " that he

might " die his death ;" the firmness of
his reli gfous princi ples, and his un-
chang ing confidence in the mercy of
God through Jesus Christ , with respect
to a future state of existence ,

It has been thoug ht that it might be
productive of some general benefit , and
might serve to weaken the prejudice biit
too often felt towards Unitarianism > to
close this account with an observation
contained in the ftineral sermon preach -
ed on the occasion at the New Road
Chapel , Brigh ton. *—" It has often been
untruly, and sometimes , I am afraid ,
unfeelingly said , that * the views aud
doctrines of Unitarian Christians , what-
ever comfort they may give throug h life,
will afford no consolation at the hou r
of death .* Whatever motive may hav e
pro mpted such observat ions, it is quite
certain that those who have made them
had never witnessed the soothing and
even delightful effects of our sentiments ,
not only in the hour of sickness and of
death , on the sufferers themselves , but
also on the minds of ^ the sur vivors.
Those who have beheld these effects ,
and still more those whose happiness it
has been to experience them , will be
able to assu re the persous who incon-
sideratel y make the assertion , both of
the error under which they lie aud the
great injustice they do to a bod y of
Christian s, as sincere in their Christian
profession , and as anxious for the truth ,
as they themselve s can be. Would they
acquaint themselves with the real nature
of Uriitai ianism , they would find that
the case is exactl y the reverse ; and
would , I am persuaded , in many in-
stances , and not only on this account ,
but from the scri ptural nature of our
views in general , be led cordiall y and
gratefully to embrace a system which
they at present so misconce ive, and to-
ward s which they enter tai n so unfounded
a prejudice. May they, and ni av all ,
when the solemn warning arrives , pos-
sess those soothing convictions and en-
joy those animating expectations which
consoled the mind of our departed bro -
ther ; and let us, my Christian friends ,
cling to the same princi ples, under I he
hope that , living or dying, we may ex-
perience the same consolations !" W.

? It will be prope r", however , to state ,
that the remarks refe rred to had been
made to the deceased but a ?hort time
previous to his death , and that the ob-
servati ons in the sermon seemed part i-
cularly called for.
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from the funds of the Truste es connect ed
with their places of worship. Tbe New
and Old Meeting Societies have the un-
dispute d merit of having orig inated and
bro ught to a high degre e of perfectio n
the system of rearing a succession of vo-
luntary teachers from the ranks * The
present number of such in the Union is
upwards of seventy, and they have the
management of the schools in their own
hands , evincing more zeal and perse-
verance than could have been antici pated.
The benefit club* originall y inten dedf or the child ren onl y, but since extended
to the teachers , has realized a f und ol
£813. The system of grat uitous instruc -
tion being now pre tty general amongst
the Dissenters , and the Wesleians in par *
ticular being close economists in thei r
manageme nt, it may be considered as a
fai r presumption , that the same estimate
will approximate sufficiently near to serve
as an average supposition for the whole.
The re is no need , however , to underr ate
it to mak e out a plausible case; if we
say 2s. 6d. inste ad of 2s. 2<i. per head
on the total number 14,000, it will
amount to JC17 50 j and if for the sake of
a round sum we take it at .£2000, it will
make but 2s. pe i* house througho ut the
town , or not one halfpenny per week for
each. This must be understood a* for
inst ruction solely, several of the instit u-
tions in the list pro viding subsistence : in
addition. Sucb is the extraor dinary
power of well-directed combination .

It would thus appear that there are
14,000 instruct ed in the public intUu tiona
towards the total estimate of the ameuot
of youthf ul population * which good au-
thority states to us at about 20,00(1; and
of the re mai ning 6000 we may fairly
reckon 4000 for those who , belonging to
a higher degree in the scale , have their
education paid for by their pare nts ; and
there will then rema in 2000, the victims
of ignora nce and neglect. Thifl , consi-
dere d in itself, U a serious nutn ber , but
in comparison with the total is conwto-
torv , being but a tenth pa  ̂of tins whole ;
ana even a considerab le portion of \\\vm
may fall in the way occasional ly for »ome
little help hi the cultivatio n of th îr nn-
tntored minds. What , then , are we ta
think of the alar ming evil so clearly de-
monstr ated by Sir fiar d ley Wihu ot of the
inc rease of crime, aud wox$ part icularl y

INTELLIGENCE.

Public Education in Birmingham .
Names of Schools and numbe r of

Child ren.
Blue Coat School . « •  194
Infan t ditto , Ann Street . 150
Ditto, ditt o, Islington 105
Asylum (from the parish rates) ,. 265
Nation al Schools 442
Schools of Industry 154
St. Phili p's, St. George 's, St. Ma-

ry 's, St. Marti n's, St. Paul 's,
Christ Church , St. Barthol o-
mew's, St. John 's, St. James 's,
Tri nity 2130

Park-Street School 48
New Meeting ditto 740
Old Meetin g ditto 550
Baptist and Independent Sunday-

School Union , comprising Can-
non Street , Carr 's Lan e, Ebeue *
zer , Fisher Street , Liver y Stree t,
Bond Street , New Hall Street ,
King Stree t, Lombard Street , Ox-
ford Street .. 6000

Cherry Street and Belmont Row,
( Wesleyan Old Schools)  1600

Wenleyan New Schools . ., ,  801
Bradford Street ditto 360
Mount Zion Hill ditto 50
Islington ditto • 100
Thorpe Street ditto 80
Inge Street ditto 80
Roma n Catholic ditto . . . . . . . . . .  250

14,099
The proportion of boys to girls is pro*

babl y about 2 or 2J to 3. The total
numbe r belon ging to the Establishment
at the most may be 2500, and those un*
der the Dissenters 11 ,500. A small al-
lowance may also reasonabl y be made
for a few probable omissions. It would
seem that the Society of Friend * have
hardl y borne a propor tionate share with
other societies in the great work of pub-
lic instructio n ;. it must , however , be
conceded that they took the lead in esta-
blishing and patronising the Lancast-
rian institu tion , and the infant echooU
are perhaps more indebted to them as a
bod y than to auy other denomination.
Many of the schools have very ample and
commodious buildings erected for tlie
purpose , at an expense from j#500 to
irlOOO and upwards , gome of them en-
tire ly from donations , and others in pai t



of juvenile delinquency, in the town and
neighbourhood , or in the country at
large ? And will it not appear on a su-
perficial observation thaf all the plans
for improving the moral sense and social
condition of the labouring classes by
giving the m instruction , are fallaciou s,
and sadly contrad icted by experience ?
i Notwithstandin g the acuteness of inte l-
lect and warmth of benevolence dis-
played in his lately published pamphlet
on the subje ct, there is one cause of the
increase of crime and depravity which
it is astoni shing how he could omit ,
which is certainl y more overwhelmin g
than all the others combined , and th at is
the extreme difficult y in procuring regu-
lar and permanent employmen t, and
more especiall y for those who have been
brought up to no particular occupation ,
who ate but little known , and their cha-
racters , perhaps , a little tainted , if only
by susp icion or slander. These evils
must to them be tremendous , and very
ofte n, no doubt , beyoud the possibilit y of
their own contro ul in the search for
subsistence . The poor laws are con-
verted into an evil by their misapp lica-
tion , but they must not be discontinued ;
refuse bread to an unemp loyed and star v-
ing populace , and you convert pau per s
into desperat e and infuriated insurgen ts.
There remains , then , no alternative —
either the multi tude must be supplied
with the means of procuring their own
subsistence by their labour , or they must
be fed from the public purse , and re-
duced to the most abject and demoraliz -
ing slavery. We see and feel the moral
evil that rem ains in spite of public in-
struction , but it is impossible to calculate
the immense quantit y that is removed by
its operation ;' and to withhold this un-
questi onable good , because it has not
produced universal perfection of charac •
ter , would be just as rational as that the
farmer should decline sowing his grain ,
because his crops have produced but fift y
fold, where he foolishly or unreasonab ly
expected a hundred.

J. L.

Trials for Blasphemy.
Contrar y to general expectation , Ro-

bert Taylor was last term broug ht up
f or jud gment. The modes of justif y ing
legal interfe rence with his offence , were ,
as usual , various , obscure , and incon-
sistent.

Sir James Scarlett rested his defence
of the prosecution apparentl y on two
grounds ; first , on account of the de-

fendant 's wearing a lace handkerchief
and kid gloves ; and , 2dly, on his having
used jests and rid icule , aud that before
the young.

" Sir Ja mes Scarlett was aware that
man y wise men had differe d in their
opinions as to the policy of prosecutions
of this kind , but there were none tfho
entertained doubts as to the enormity
of the crime of which the defendant had
been convicted. With respect to the
expression , *¦ nest of vermin / he thought
it due to their . Lord ships , and to his own
characte r , to offer an explanat ion of that
term. In using that expres sion, he al-
luded to the system pursued by the [de-
fendant , who, with- others , having pos-
sessed themselves of a chap el, employed
persons to take money at the doors and
to admit persons , of all ages and sexes,
to a public exhibit ion, not for the pur-
pose of candid discussion or reasoning,
or the investigation of learnin g, but for
a mere theatrical exhibition bor rowed
from the stage , where he was adorned
with a wh ite pocket handkerchief edged
with lace, with white kid gloves, rings ,
and other little orname nts  ̂ which some
people conceived to be the essence of
oratory, but which he (Sir J. Scarlet t)
thought was character istic only of the
fop, and gave no weight to argument .
This was the dange r — this the com-
plaint , that he stands up in London ,
and makes the place which he calls a
chapel , the theatre of his exhibitions.
It was in this , place that he displayed
his mountebank exhibition , which capti -
vated the vul gar and seduced the youth
of the metropolis. He was not one of
those who thoug ht that human laws
could fetter human opinion. He though t
that the belief of every man was between
himself and his God , but it did not fol-
low, that becau se a man entertained a
conviction that the reli gion of his coun-
tr y was false, that he was to outrage
with impunity tha t reverence and respect
which the rest of mankind paid to it;
or that he should , by jests and sueers ,
seek to agitate the feelings of men on a
subject which they held sacr ed. It was
not necessary to inquire into the truth
or falsehood of the defendant 's doctrine ;
but if it offended public mora ls and out-
rage d public decency, then the indivi-
dual was guilty of a crime against all the
laws of the civilized wor ld. The de-
fendan t has used jests and ridicule be-
fore the young, and it is time f or the
law to interfere , and for your Lordshi ps
to pronounce the opinion you entertain
of his conduct ."

. Mr. Justice Bailey in delivering the
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judgment , (of a year 's imprisonment hi
Oakham Gaol , and subsequent securi ties
to keep the peace ,) thought it necessary
to adopt the same justification. People
might argu e against .Chri stianity, but it
became an offence if it were done in a
way to revolt instead of persuading ;
with this further qualification too, if it
were done before an improper audience.
This is a new postulate for the crime of
blasphemy.

But we wish to ask Mr. Justice Bailey
why (if he concedes , as he must do,
that Christianity may be attacked) he is
entitled to assume the truth and bles-
sings of Christianity in a Christia n's
view, as an aggravation of the defend -
ant 's guilt ? It is granted that the denial
of Christianity is not in itself an offence,
that the crime lies in the jest and the
audience ; then what have the merits of
the matter denied to do in fai r justice
and impartiality with the defendant 's
case, except to create a prejudice against
him , and prevent a cool examination of
what becomes a mere matte r of fact ;
namel y, has he or has he not attacked in
an impro per way what all may attack , if
they have the wit to do it cleverly and in a
way likely to produce the most perma-
nent effect ?

Mr. Justice Bailey observed , " The
law of this land I take to be liberal in
princi ple in thi s respect beyond the ex-
amp le of all other countr ies. It suffer s
every man , freely, soberly, and quietl y,
to ente r into the discussion of the most
sacred and awful trut hs, and to jud ge
for himself whether they be true or not .
Nor , as in some countr ies, is the book
kept from the eyes of the public at large ,
but every individu al has the power of
having it in his own possession , and of
jud ging for himself. He has the power of
canvassing the foundation on which the
reli gion of the country is based , and of
entertaining that belief which a care ful
examination of the subject is fitted to
produce. I blame no man — the law
blames no man , for not coming to the
conclusion to which the established re-
ligion of the country comes. It may be
said , that a man cannot controul his
own belief—God alone may be able to
influence him in that respect ; but no
man has a ri ght by sarcas m and sophis-
try to endeavou r to shake the faith of
other s. Sober and careful discussion
would choose its proper p lace and its
proper audience, who would be persons
of talent , able to appreciate honest , fair
atid legitimate discussion ; but where you
are to push argu ments beyond the level
of the capacity of those to whom they

are addressed—in many instan ces, I Aa
not say in all—the offence is aggravated .
There may be some men , grown up, who
have examined the subject ; but when I
find from the evidence there are children
there , of ten , twelve, and fourteen years
of age, women , and many other per-
sons,—are they, I would ask , those to
whom such discussion can with safety be
addressed ? I would ask , what are the
sanctions of human life ? What makes
a man free from vice ? What make s
him endeavour to be innocent , to con-
troul his passions , and to do every thing
calculated to prevent his being mis-
chievous to society, aud wanting in his
duty to his God ? It is his belief in re-
ligion. Destroy the Christian religion ,
and what is man ?—Destroy the princip le
which religion inculcate s, and every man
is to make a reli gion for himself. In
doing this you destroy all the bonds of
society, you tak e away from, the weak
the reve rence which religion inspires,
you expose the podr to the oppression of
the rich , and annihilate all that a due
and proper sense of relig ion is calcu lated
to afford. It is with that view—and
that view only—that punishment is to be
inflicted. "

Corp oration and Test Acts.
This subject has , since the last ses-

sion, acquired great and increasing in-
terest. The policy of having deferr ed
all these important questions at the mo-
ment when a spark of liberal feeling
was glimmering, has , by recent events ,
been rendered more and mor e doubtful ;
and we see not how the Whi g leaders ,
arguing for liberal measure s, will avoid
the read y answe r which they will re-
ceive from those who have succeeded to
their influence , that it is absu rd to ask
from those who have always been op-
posed to such concessions , what they
themselves were most active in per-
suading all men to keep back , when they
were in a position to have taken the re -
sponsibility of such innovations.

The Corpora tion of Londo n has set
the examp le of almost unanimousl y
agreeing to a petition in favour of the
repeal of the penal laws. The Corpo -
ration on the last great occasion of dis-
cussing the topic, took an active part in
the other direction. It has now come
back to the sounder discretio n which it
exercised a century ago.

On the 25th of Januar y, the General
Body of Depu ties met, but agreed to
postpone , until a special meeting, the
consideratio n of their petitio n to Parlia -
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went. The following gentlemen were
appoin ted their Committee for the next
year , and will as such form part of the
United Committee for prosecuting the
Repeal of the Corp oration and Test Acts.

William Smith, Esq., M. P., Chair-
man ; Henry Waymouth , Esq , Deputy
Chairman ; William H ale, Esq., Trea-
surer ;  Samuel FavelJ , Benjami n Han-
bury, Jame s Baldwi u Brown -, Edwa rd
Busk , James Gibson, Joh n Wilks , Wil-
liam Alers Hankey, Rober t H. Marten ,
Mr. Serjean t Bompas , Richard Taylor ,
William B. Gurney, Thomas Wilson,
Edgar Taylor , Samuel Gale, James Col-
lins, Jo hn Bentley, Joh n Cordell , Tho-
mas Pewtres &> Thomas Gibson , Tho-
mas Bickham , and Roger Lee, Esqs.

The Treas urer 's account was read , by
which it appeared that the Deputie s'
funds had paid the expenses of last
year's pro ceedings, amounting to upwa rds
of 400/. Their vested capital is still
about 10,000/., 3 per cent, stock . It was
stated , that in order to prevent the per-
manent fund being exclusively relred
upon in a cause in which so many so-
cieties concurred , the United Committee
propose d making an appea l to congre-
gations th roug hout the country for sub-
scriptions , in furtherance of the object
immediatel y before them.

On Jan. 28, a Deputation of the
United Committee had an interview with
the M arquis of Lansdowne , having pre-
viously had one with Lord Holland , who
will probabl y be the mover , in case of
necessity, in the House of Lords. On
the same day the United Committ ee
met , and a junc tion with the Protestant
Society was announced.

On Jan. 29, Lord J. Russell gave no-
tice of his motion for a Repeal of the
Sacrame ntal Test for the 21st Feb.

On Feb. 1, the Gener al Body of the
Deputies met, and agreed to their peti-
tion to be presented to both Houses.

On Feb. 4, a Deputation of the United
Committee had a conference with Lord
J. Russell on the subject of his motion ,
and on the same day the Committee
agreed to resolutions expressing their
sense of the proceedin gs in the Court
of Common Council , and than king the
mover and seconder of the petition in
that body. They also came to a resolu-
tion which was read by Mr. J. Smith
the same night in the House of Com-
mons, declaring that in the exercise of
their own jud gment and on the advice
of their Pa rliamentary friends , they in -
tended to prosecute their claims inde-
pendently of those of the Catholics , but
disavowing any inferen ce which might

be drawn therefr om of hostility to the
case of that numerous and respectabl e
body.

The Committee have sat repeatedly
during the subsequent part of the month ,
and have waited on several distinguished
members of Parliament.

A Deputation of the Dissenters of
Liverpool waited on Mr. Huskisson , to
request him to present to the House of
Commons their petitions for the Repea l
of the Corporation and Test Acts. The
Right Honourable Gentleman , in the
course of his observations , remarked ,—
That he did not consider the subjects of
complaint as any grea t practical griev-
ance , except the clause in the Corpora-
tion Act : there , it was tru e, that any
member might put his veto upon the no-
mination of a candidate who had not
previously qualified ; but he did not think
that there was now in the kingdom a
man to be found so illiberal : and that
all the penalties of the Test Act were
avoided , if not by the letter , certainly by
the libera l constru ction of the Annual
Act of Indemn ity :—that the hardships
complaiued of were nothing in compa-
rison with the real grievances of the
Cathol ics :—that he was of opinion , that
whatever tests might be thoug ht neces-
sary to secure the allegiance of subjects ,
they ought all to be of a civil, never of a
religious, nat ure ;—and that he hoped ,
and , from the advance of human intel-
lect;, believed, that the time would soon
come when all disabilities on account of
religious opinions would be removed .
The Right Honourable Gentleman con-
cluded his remarks in nearl y the following
words :— " Wit h every word in the ar -
gumeuts of these petition s 1 fully concu r,
and shall so state to the House ; and if
I should vote for the postponement of
the question , it will be mere ly because I
think it will be prejudicial to a question
of much greater impor tance/ *

From this it would appear that Mr.
Huskisson is disposed to find reason s
for union on more points than one with
his presen t colleagues.

Unitarian Marr iage BilL

This subject is unde r active conside-
ration. A Deputation has waited on the
Ma rquis of Lausdawne ,and subsequently,
by permission, on the Duke of Welling-
ton , who received them very politely ,
and promised that the matt er should be
taken into immediate considerati on.
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The Anniversary Meeting of the So-
ciety for the relief of the Widows and
Child ren of Protestant Dissenting Minis -
ters , insti tu ted 1 733, will be held on
Wednesday the 2d April next , when a
Sermon will be preached at the Old
Jewry Chape l, removed to Jo win Street ,
Aldcrs gate Street , by the Hev. William
Orme , of Camberwell. Service to begin
at twelve o'clock precisel y ; at the close
of which , a report of the funds and of
the present state of the charity will be
made. The friends of the Society will
afterwards dine togethe r at the Albion ,
in Aldcrsgate Str eet.

Rates / or New Churches.
The attention of the parish of Lam -

beth has been latel y very strong ly excited
by an attemp t that is now being made to
impose upon them , " An Annual Dis-
trict Church-rate ." According to the
new church acts, the salarie s of the
** clerks , and othe r expenses" of the
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. .  Sussex XJnitorim As&ooitttion. /
The last Quarte rly Meeting of tlie

Sussex Unitarian Associat ion took place
at Brighton, in December last, when the
Rev. T. Hoi sfieW (now of Taunton)
preached an excellent sermon from
Eccles. vu. 10: " Say not thow , Wha t
is the cause that the former days were
bette r th an these ? for thou dost not in-
quire wisely concerning this." After
the service a party , to the number of
about fifty per sons, took tea together.
The subject for discussion , as decided
on at the preceeding meeting, was*" The Insp iration of the Scriptures ;"
ajid, after the opinions of various cele-
bra ted wri ters had been read , a conver-
sation of unusual interest took place ;
and the great utility of such meetings ,
and especiall y of such discugsions, when
properl y conducted , was evident to all
present. The Revds. Dr. Morell , T.
Horsfield , W. Stevens , and J. C. Wal-
lace, and Messrs . Ashdowne. -and Hol-
tham , took part in the conversation ;
and the whole party expressed the
greatest satisfa ction at the manner in
which the evening had been passed .
It was proposed and agreed to, on the
part of the ladies, and for the accom-
modation of all who prefe r th at method
of offering thei r opinions , that written
communication s be receive d and be read
by the Chairman before the discussion
commences for the future *

The next Quarterly Meeti ng will take
place at Lewes, on Wedne sday, the 5th
of March , when the Rev* J . C. Wal lace
is expected to pr each ; and the subject
for conversa tion , as decided on at the
last meeting, is " The Atonement. "
Service will commence at three o'clock
in the afternoon , and tea will be pro -
vided as usual.

^
T«b Rer. NdA H J ones has beew uwa *

niiftotfa fy chosen pant or of the newly
established Unitarian congre gation at
North ampton. . ' : '

Clericat J ustice *,
Mr. Brou gham , in his admirable

speech ou the Law, on the 7th of Fe-
bruary, makes the following observations
ou the practice which has been so com*
moi), of making meddling clergymen more
troublesome by making justi ces of them .

" In looking at the descri ption of per-
sons who were put luto the commission,
he was not at all satisfied that the choice
was made with competent discreti on ;
and upon this part , of the question he
might as well declare at once , that he
had very great dout j ts as to the expedi-
ency of making clergymen magistrates.
This Is a course which , whenever it
could be done convenientl y, he should
certainl y be glad to see arr ested. His
opinion was , that a clerical magistrate ,
in uniting two very excellent characters ,
pret ty , commonl y spoiled both : and the
combination produced a sort of what the
akh yinlsts called tertium quid, applicable
to very little indeed of beneficial purpose ,
and , indeed , comprising all the bad qua-
lities of the two. There was the activity
of the mag istrate in an excessive degree ,
—over-activity was (morally) a very hi gh
mag isterial erime , and almost all the
magistrates distinguished for over -activity
were clergymen —'joined to the local
hatmgs and likings , and generall y some-
what narrow-minded opinions and pre-
judices, which were apt to attach to the
characte r of the parish-priest. There
were some lord-lieutenants of counties >
he knew , who made it a rule never to
appoin t a clergyman to the magistracy ;
and he entirely agreed iu the policy of
that cour se, because the habits or educa -
tion of such gent lemen were seldom of
an enlar ged or worldl y descri ption, and
therefore by no means calculated to qua-
lify them to discharge the duties of such
an office ; but , generall y speaking, as the
House would be a ware , th roug h the
country tha t rule did not exist."



new churches, are to be defray ed out of
the surplus of the pew rents which re-
main after the salaries of the ministe rs
have been provi ded for. - Four new
churches have bee»^rected , and the mi-
nisters amply prov ided for. Some debts ,
however , were contrac ted, and a district
rate was made for their liquidation ; and
the money ra ised being more than suffi-
cient , the surp lus was applied to

^ 
the

paymen t of the clerk s' salaries and inci-
dental expenses ; and it is now sought
to pay over the surplus of the pew rents
to the ministers for the erection of glebe-
houses, leaving the clerks ' salaries to be
provided for by a permanent district-rate
—a pr oceeding which the inhabitants are
determined to oppose.

Annual Receipts f or Religious Societies,
(From the Missionary Register.)

ANTI-SLAVERY *
Year, Income.

£. s. d.
Afric an Institution 1826-7 . . . .  827 10 6
Anti-Slavery 1826 . . ..  2,933 9 11
Ladies ' Negro Children Education 1826-7 . . . .  483 5 6
Ladies ' Negro Slave Relief 1826-7 867 0 8
Slave Conversion . 1826 . .. .  2,909 5 8

BIBLE.

American.. '. . 1826 7 . . ..  13,492 10 0
British and American 1826-7 . . ..  80,240 1 2
Edinburgh 1826-7 . . . .  3,146 1 9
Hibernian 1826 7 . . . .  5,894 13 0
M erchan t Seaman 's 1826-7 . . . .  580 1 10
Naval and Military 1826-7 . . . .  5,369 7 11

EDU CATION.

American .. 1826-7 . . . .  7,988 19 2
American Sunda y School 1826-7 2,886 17 6
British and Foreign School 1826-7 ... 1,879 9 8
Canad a Education 1825-6 1,162 7 0
Irish Educat ion 1826-7 35,962 1 3
Irish Sunday School 1826- 7 . . . .  2,579 1 6
Ladies ' Hibernian Female School 1820-7 1,934 19 8
National 1826-7 2,285 8 5
Newfoundland 1826-7 .. . 2,019 16 3
Sunday School 1826-7 906 6 5
Sunday School Union 1826-7 4,659 15 5

JEWS.
American 1826 -7 . . . .  VbS 15 o
London 1826-7 . . . .  14,457 18 0
Philo-Judaean 1826-7 .... 241 18 10

MISSIONARY.

American Board . 1826-7 . .••  14 ,042 1 8
America n Bapt ist , 1825-6 . . . .  2,284 15 10
American JVJeth odis|t ? 1826 7 1,419 3 4

Car ried forward j£213,813 3 3

A similar proceedin g has been at-
tempted in several parish es. The acts
authorizing the buildin g of new chur ches
provide that the pew ren ts should defray
the expense of worshi p, &c. ; but every
where encroachm ents are making for
the purpose of throwing part of this on
the parish. This ought to be carefull y
watched and strenuo usly resisted . The
Protestant Society has latel y assisted suc-
cessfully in defeating the fraud ; and the
Deputies are read y to support any Dis-
senters similarly aggrieved . It is quite
sufficient to contribute to erect churches ,
without being called on , contrary to law,
to support the expense of worsh ip, whil e
there is a fund ari sing from ren ts fully
ade quate, if properly applied.
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Year , Income.
£. 8. d*

Brought forward 213,813 3 3
Baptist 1826-7 .... 12,304 10 10
Baptist (General) 1826-7 .... 1,621 13 0
Church 1826-7 .... 45,950 1 3
French Protestant 1826-7 ••••  958 7 9
Gospel Propagation . . . . . .  1826 .... 25,218 0 0
London » , .  1826-7 ...• 34,603 10 0
Scottish . . .  1826-7 .... 4,455 1 4
United Brethren . .». ., . . ., . . . .,  1825 .... 10,200 11 3
Wesleyan ... 1826 .... 45,382 17 2

TRACT AND BOOK.
American Trac t . . . . . . . . . .  „ 1826-7 .... 6,335 12 6
Church of England Tract 1826-7 .... 365 14 2
French and Spanish Tran slation 1826-7 • • • • 539 4 8
French Protestant 1826-7 .... 480 7 6
Irish Tract and Book . 1826-7 . . . .  3,346 10 0
Pra yer Book and Homily 1826-7 . . . .  1,827 9 10
Religious Tract 1826-7 .... 15,002 0 5

British and Irish Ladies * 1825-6 .... 1,253 8 5
Christian Knowled ge 1826-7 . . . .  65,439 0 11
Continental 1826-7 .... 1,876 6 11
Hibern ian (London) 1826-7 . .. .  7,462 14 6
Irish Society of Dublin 1825-6 .... 1,472 13 7
Irish Society of London 1826-7 .... 760 7 6
Language Institution 1826-7 . . .»  608 5 6
Port of London Seamen 's 1826-7 .... 895 3 5

Total .. £502,072 15 8

archit ecture , which were sometimes cul-
tivated in Ital y, and were admi rable.
The expense of the building was unimpor-
tan t to those who receive d immense sums
of money which they had but few otheT
means of employing ; the work gave oc-
cupation to artists and the peasantry. It
was equivalent to the manufacturing oc-
cupation of later day s, and at once made
the brothe rhood popular , serviceable to
the district , comfortable and stately in
their dwellings , and secure in the pos-
session of a pro perty which could not be
taken from them by the common preda-
tory habits of the time. They pro duced
noble buildings ; and however it is to
be regretted that the enormou s sums laid
out on them were not bette r employed,
in the popular education , in the propag a -
tion of science, or in work s of humanity
and char ity, yet here we have them , and
it wdu ld be culpable to let them go to
decay. But the idea of building new Ca-
thedrals is totally absurd , extra vagant ,
and useless. The modern expense of
building a single Cathedra l on the old
scale—and to build it on any other must
be beggarly— would actually erect fi fty
tolerable churches , which are as much
wanting in the northern parts of the dio*

Intelligences—Liverp ool Cathedral. 20&

Liverpool Cathedral *
A singular proposition has , it is said,

been lately mad e by the Corporation of
Liverpool , to shew thei r zeal for the
church by erecting a Cathedral y if it can
be made the head of a new Bishopric ,
to be carved out of the diocese of Ches-
ter. One formidable objectio n arises
from the poverty of that diocese even in
its present extent. It is rather curious
to see what a staunch Scotch Tory says
on this subject ,—a man who in England
would see nothing but national honou r
and stability in honours conferred on
the church .

We quote trom Blackwood :
" To build a Cathedral would be to

embark in a tremendous expense , for no
useful object under the sun. Cathedrals
were the natural .gro wth of the monkish
system. When rival abbots laboured to
attract popular favour to their pious
fooleries , by exciting popular wonder ,
the Cathedral , too, was the scene of rival
ambition. Nothing could better shew
off the idolatrous trick s or the pompous
train of this earl y prelacy. The Cathe-
dral , besides, gave the chief emp loyment
that men of monkish seclusion could
And for the exercise of t> ?¥ tas»te» in.



cese of Cheste r as in any other .quarter
of the klngdon y—Would repair all the
glebe^hotises^—*wotil«i erec t 

and fti
wiish

an hospital in etfery- town in Lanca-
shire ,1 arid, in short ,' do a multitu de of
most useful and fnosfc necessary things *
The best Cathe dral that we could build
would be a bad one, for economy would t
of cotirsd , be among the princi ples of the
founders * But economy, hair nothin g, to
do with tfoe lavish expenditure that alone
could make-one of those edifices in any
degree corresponden t to the name. We
should have a bad Cathedral , prob ably
never more than half-finishe d ; for the
funds and the zeal of the Corpora tion
would soon be equally exhausted by the
expenditure , which would so soon ' be
discovered to be tota lly misapplie d.

" The fact is, that the whole Cathe-
dra l system is, to the mmd even of
churchmen , the most cumbrous and in-
efficient part of the church polity. The
reforme rs , however , were forced to take
it as it was—edifice , form of govern -
ment , and state of revenue. The prebends
were once little better than sinecures ?
and thoug h they are now often given to
men diligently employed in parishes , or
perhap s as the reward s of literature ,
they are obnoxious from their being
connected with scarc ely any other actual
duty ' than that of sifting in a stall twice
a-day , for a month or two in a year , for
an hour at a time , which is. called resi-
dence , and which any man alive may do,
and devote the rest of his existence to
lounging at a watering-p lace, touring
on the continent , or going pleasantly
through the nothingness of London lifei
This is not said in a spirit of reproach
to the general .spirit of the British eccle*
siastics , for they uniformly, when tfcey
have any sense of the infinitel y solemn
importance of their duty, regret this
temptation to indolence , a tempt ation
which is besides chiefl y reserved for
men willing enough alread y to save
themselves trouble— the sons and con-
nexions of the higher ord ers. The
whole system ought to be revised. The
stalls ought to be connected with posi-
tive duties. The Cathedrals ought to
be turned into Colleges for theological
education , or for some public purpose
connected with the public knowledge.
The stal ls ought to be given to clergymen
distinguished by their literat ure , and
who would be actual professors . It ia
singular that in Eng land , the Pro testant
head of Europe , and the actu al stron g
hold of whatever religious truth subsists
among men, there is no instit ution for
religiou s education . In the umyersitieB

it forms an altogether subordinate
branch , and the divine is left to hunt out
his knowled ge as well as he can.

^- What 4s- the practical value of St.
Paul 's -and Westminster Abbey as church
es ? ¦ ¦ Next to nothing. A corner is
railed off,- in -which a service is chanted ,
whleh during the week nobody attends ,
which-on Sundays is attended by no
more than - the ordinary tiongre gation of
any • of • frhe -small • church es, and which
is- the- most incongruous and unsuitable
form of servi ce, as any one will know
who attempts to sing his prayers. The
Cat hedral and its service are equall y the
legacy of Papal times. St. Paul 's and
Westminster Abbey are " actual ly little
better than cemeteries , and very fine
ones they are ; and it is well , on the
whale , that we have such receptacles
for our national monuments. But as
there are no such uses for our country
cathedrals , however it may be ri ght to
keep them up, the Liverpool Corpora-
tion will aet Wisel y in thinking a little ,
before they fling away their money on
a mountain of stone , useless to every
purpose but those of the contractors
for the stones , and the idJe , who may
be pleased to promenade it's aisles. 4 Let
them build churches , hosp itals , and
alms-houses , if they have money to dis-
pose of, and desire to dispose of it use-
fully. "

Catholic Association.
The following extract fro m the speech

of a Mr . Wyse at one of the meetin gs of
the Catholic Association , indicates a
growing extension of views on the sub-
ject of reli gious libert y, which we should
be glad to find generall y pervading the
body of Catholics , not onl y in this king-
dom , ' but upon the Continent . After
re ferrin g to the general servility of the
Church of Eng land , under the succes-
sive soverei gns after the Reformation , the
speaker thus proceeds : " Nor were the
Presbyterians much more faith ful to the
very prin ciples upon which they existed.
The Presbyterians , whilst tithe , benefice ,
pension , contended with princi ple for
pre - eminence , were uvery th ing but
those nlen who bade a hau ghty defiance
to the usurpations of the Stuarts , and
restored the state for an instant to its
ancient constitutional balance. Crom -
well's administration stri pt them , and
oftce more restored them to just senti-
ments of honesty and independence.
They became again the Pr esbyterians of
the past , and the aera of the volun-
teers ha« full y redeemed them with pos-
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terity. But is the reformed church alone
liable to this censure ? No; every
church connected with wealth and pow-
er , every church whicli belongs more to
Caesar than to God, more to this world
than the othe r. The clergy of France
in the present day are little better than
the clergy of England unde r Elizabeth
and Ja mes, abettors of despoti c power,
prea chers of passive obedience , and rea-
dy instruments in extending the influ -
ence, of a miserable court prerogative at
the expense of the rights and franchis es
of a great people."

1 ,716/. allowed for their colleges, antl
50,000 francs , or 4,1<>7/. for places of
worship. —Sum total for the P rotestan t
Religion, 58,083/.

The Abba te Mai has discovered se-
veral more fragment s of gothic litera-
ture , every vestige of which , however
small , is of the grea test importance , ap
being the nfost ancien t and polished of
the German language s. They are thr ee
leaves of a Pa limpsest of the Vatican
libra ry, from which Mr , Mai formerl y
took the works of tfront p j they corre -
spond with some other leaves of a Pa-
limpseat of the Ambro sian library in
Milan. Both codices came from the mo-
nastery of Bobbio on the Trebbia , one
of the most ancient seats of Chr istian
learning in thajt country . The contents
are a dogmatical Essay or Sermo n, with

intelligence.—Foreign. 2$7

FRANCE.
Tub French Church. —The follow-

ing sta tement of the Roman Catholic
and Prot estant Clergy in France , with
their respecti ve stipends , paid , by the
French Governme nt , is extr acted from
documeu ts laid before the Chambers by
the Miui ster of the Interior. —Roman
Catholic Clergy .—The Establis hed Church
of Fra nce is composed of four Cardi nals,
one of whom, the Archbishop of Pa ris,
has 100,000 francs yearly, about 8,333/.,
the other three , 30,000 each , about
2,500/. Ther e are 13 Archbishops , be-
side the Metropolitan , who receive each
25,000 francs , nearly 2,084/. / 66 Bi-
shops , each 15,000. or 1,250/.; 174 Vi-
cars-General , each from 2,000 to 4,000,
or from 166/. to 332/.; 660 Canons or Pre-
bendaries , each from 1 ,500 to 2,400, or
from 125/. to 200/.; 2,917 Cure's or Rec-
tors , each from 1,100 to 1,600, or from
91/. to 133/. ; 22,316 Deservans or Curate s,
each from 750 to 900 fra ncs, or from 60/.
to 75/. per annum. To the colleges for
educating the younger clergy, 940,000
francs , or 78,333/.; and for repairing and
building churches , 200,000, or I6 t666l.
The whole expense of the establishment ,
including an nuit ies to the infirm clergy,
is estimated at 25,650,000 francs , or
2,137 ,498/.-*- Protestant Clergy :— The
Calvinists have three Pastors , who re-
ceive yearl y, each 3,000 francs , or 250/ ;
28 who receive each 2,000, or 166/.; 69
who receive each 1,500, or 125/. ; and
lastly, 195 Pastors , each 1000, or 83/.
Total Calviiiiat Min isters , 295. There
are 2 Lutheran Pastors , each. receiving
3,000 francs , or 250/. yearl y; 25, each
2,000, or 166/.; 21 , each 1,500, or 125/. ;
and 172 Pastors , each 1,000, or 43/.
Total , 220 Lutheran Pastors. Sum total
paid to the Protestant Clergy, 623,006
fran cs, or 51,916/«-r-24,000 franc *, or

FOUEIGN.

"The third letter of M.  Champolliori ,
relative to the monuments in the Egyp-
tian Museum at Turin , which will short -
ly appea r , will embrace the dynasties of
Egypt , subsequent to the 22nd , being
the epoch of the Ptolemies. In these
th ree letters , the annals of Egypt arc
estab lished from the earliest period down
to the reign of Augustus.

Progress of Education .
The tables of the Unive rsity give, f or

the year J 822, a total of 108 schools,
and 4330 pupils , throughout the de-
partmen t of the Indre et Loire ; which ,
out of a populat ion of 282,372 inhabi-
tants , gives about 1 pupil in 65. Since
that year the amelioration has incr eased
in a very sensible manner , at least in
some quarters . Thus, the canton of
Bourgueil , which then had only three
prima ry schools, with 162 pup ils, rec -
kons now 430 pup ils ; which , out of its
population , is 1 to 38. The canto n of
Lanseny composed of eleven communes ,
in 1822, had only one school , and 111
pupils ; and now, a single one of these
communes (that of Saint M arc La Pile)
has two schools and 66 pup ils, for 1568
inhabitants ; that is to say, one pup il
out of 23 or 24. Upon the whole , the
department gives one pupil out of every
83 inhabitants ; some of the cantons
more advanced in civilization , one out of
33 ; and the city of Tours , one out of 8
or 9—the las t being nearl y equal to the
propor tion of Glasgow , according to Du-
pin.

ITALY.



numerous passages of Scri pture. About
the year 360, Saint Chrysostom caused
a. gotliic pri est to read the Bible in his
own language in the Chu rch of St. Paul
in Constantinop le., ajnd to preach upon
it. This essay or sermon i& perhap s
something of th at kind , at all event s it
is' a valuable additi on to gothic litera -
ture.

accordi ng to the foregoing statement *,
amount s to 828 millions of souLs. It
may be observed , however , that the
number of the Jews must be far greate r
and may be taken at more than eight
millions.. We have «iveri it at 2,650,000
because that is derived from authentic
sources ; but these are very uncerta in ,
in Asia and Africa especially . In the
same way the nunlber of the Sunn ite
Mohammedans may be rate d as exceed-
ing the amount above-state d by nearly
twenty millions. —Aigemeine Kirchenzei ¦
tung.

The M adri d Gazette announces a
Spanish translation of Cobbett 's Hist ory
of the Reformation , by M. Chalumeau
de Verneuil , dedicated to the Infant Don
Francisco , brother of the King. A most
pompous eulogium is bestowed on the
original , ** the production ," says the
Gazette , " of Sir William Cobbett , which
has produced the most powerful impres-
sion in favour of the Catholics th roug h
all parts of the British Empire. "
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Population of the Earth according to
the different Religious Sects.

Monothe ists 362,045,000
I. Christians 234,495,000

Viz. 1. Catholics , 169, 150,000 ; 2. Pro-
testants , 57 ,694 ,000 : viz. a. Evan-
gelic, united , 8,200,000 ; b. Lutheran ,
16,220,000 ; c. Reformed , 12,240,000
(Proper Reformed , 7,440,000 ; Pres-
byterians , 4,800,000 ) ; d. Anglican ,
15,050,000 ; e. Professors of various
sects , 5,914 ,000 ( Independents ,
3,800,000 ; Methodists , 1,500,000 ;
Quakers 200,000 ; Menoti ites 200,000 ;
Herrenhuters 100,000 ; Baptists , 76,000 ;
Unitarians , 60,000 ; Swedenborgians ,
36,000 ; Filipp ines, 12,000) : 3. Greek
Christians , 41 ,375,000 ; b. Eas ter n
Greek , 6,000,000 ; 4. Monophysites ,
5,876,000 : viz. a. Jacobites , 3,526,000
(Prop. Jacobit es, 220,000 ; Copts ,
3,200,000 ; Thomas Christi ans , 80,000 ;
Joh n ditto , 26,000) ; b. Mar onites ,
150 ,000 ; c. Armeni ans , 2,200,000 : 5.
Nestorians , 400;000.

II. Jews 2,650,000
III. Moh ammedans 115 , 120,000

Viz. 1. Sunnites , 72,000,000 ; viz. a.
Sunnites , 65,000,000, — b. Wechabites ,
7,000,000 ; 2. Schiites , 43,000,000 ; 3
Ismaelite s, 120,000.

IV. Zoroastrians 780,000
V. Confucians 5,000,000
VI. Nanknists 4,000,000
Polytheists 466,000,000
1. Lamaites 58,000,000
2. brahmins 115 ,000,000
3. Buddhists 169 ,000,000
4. Fetiche-Worshi pers 124 ,000,000
The aggre gate popula tion of the globe,

Our countrymen at Malta appear ,
from the following passage from Bla-
quiere 's latel y published Letters from
Greece , to be peculiarl y easy on the
subject of reli gion : — " You are not
perhaps aware , that it is a special part
of our oolicv not onlv to afford nrotec-
tion to all the religious rites and super -
stitions of Malta and the Ionian Islands ,
but even to assist in their performance.
All the grand processions in the respec-
tive islands are attended by the British
civil and military authorities , many of
whom even carry wax lights , in honour
of the Virg in or Saint , as it may be.
This is a somewhat remarkable fact , as
contrasted with those reli gious diffe-
rences which continue to divide other
parts of the empire ."

SPAIN.

. MALTA * . .

GERMANY .

M. Inguanzo , Archbishop of Toledo ,
has lately published an order prohib it-
ing almost every descri ption of books ,
prayer -books excepted, from enter ing
his diocese. Every work in a foreign
language , and every tr anslation , and all
the French and English Journals en
masse are forbidde n. Not satisfied with
thi s, he has even prohibited his dio-
cesans from entering the reading- rooms
lately established , also from readin g the
work s of Lloren te, or Senipcre on the

M. Sylvester Guidi , who has for many
years continued to enrich the Clemen-
tine M useum at Rome with Egyptian
antiquities , has ju9t importe d a fresh
collection. Among other articles is a
Greco-E gyptian papy rus , wh ich is sup-
posed to have belonged to Ptolemy Phi-
ladel phus ; it is in perfect preservatio n,
not a single letter being wanting.



revenues of the Church in Spain , An
edition of the Psalms , publis hed last
year , and dedicated to the King, has
been also condemned , for which we have
not heard any cause assigned. The
Frenc h Minister , on the Archbishop 's
interference , has requested the members
of the diplomatic corps not to shew the
J ournals which they receive from France .

Mechan ics* Institotiohs are becom-
ing very generally more diffused over
this country. The Gover nment , ever
disposed to render assista nce towards
the diffusion of knowled ge, has endowed
professorshi ps in the universitie s, for
teaching the application of mechanic s to
the useful arts , thus shewing the im-
portance attached to this branch of in-
struction ; while the pub lic, on the
other hand , have not been slow in avail -
ing themselvss of such advantages . Ma-
ny excelleut worts , the fruits of these
lectures , have appeared , among which
the Lemons de M Jcamque , by M. Dande-
lin , are particularl y remarkable.

Mr. Idele r , of Berlin , author of a
work on Mathematical Chronology, &c ,
has just published a pamp hlet , in which
he attempts to prove that the Saviour
was born six years before the period
usually assigned by history, and that
consequentl y the year 1827 ought to be
1833.

The firs t number of a new Literary
J ournal has been published at Berli n ,
which is to contain a summa ry of all
the criticisms in the princi pal reviews of
Germany. To save room , certain signs ,
such as asterisks , crosses , &c , will be
used , to indicate such works as have
been favourabl y noticed , and such as ar e
of middle merit , or positivel y bad .

Academical Education .
[We copy from the Christian Exami ner ,

the following account of the Theological
School at . Cambrid ge, one of the moat
impor tan t of the American Academical
Institutions.]

Divini ty Hal l, the public building of
the School , was finished and dedicate d in
August , 1826. It is placed in a pleasant
tyid retired spot at a little distance .from
the buildings , of the University. It con-
tains a Library, a Chapel , and rooms for
the iiccoimnodatiou of forty-two sUuknts,

each of whom occupies a separate apart -
ment. The arrangement of tbe building
is on a novel plan , and has given great
satisfac tion for its convenience s, while its
retiremen t fro m the University and the
village, and its keep ing near each other
those who are engaged in similar pur-
suits , are calculate d to have a most
favourable .influe nce on the habits and
manners of the young men. At the same
time , its vicinity to the University is such ,
that they may enjoy to the fullest extent
the great advantages resulting from its
extensive Library, from the publi c Lec-
tures of its professors , and fro m habitual
intercour se with men of enlarged minds
and literary attainments . Some charita -
ble foundat ions in the College for this
object , together with a portion of the
income of the theological funds and con-
tributions fro m societies and individuals ,
give means of affording pecuniary aid to
such students as require it.

The instruction in the School is given
by the Hollis Professor of Divinity , the
Dexter Professor of Sacred Literature ,
the Hancock Professor of Hebre w, and a
Teacher of the Germ an language . There
is an annual examinatio n of all the
classes in April by the Faculty, in pre-
sence of the Directors , and a public ex-
hibition i« July. The School is also
visited at times by a committee of the
Directors , who have a constant general
oversig ht of its affai rs.

During the three years which complete
the regu lar course of instruction , it is
intended , as far as possible , to accom-
plish the following objects , the means
for effecting which are now provided :

I. To make the student acquainted
with the Hebre w language , so as to
enable him to read the Old Testament
critica lly, and to give him a general
knowled ge of the literary history of its
several books ; of the arguments for and
against their genuineness and authenti-
city > the facts and princi ples relating to
the criticism of their text ; and of the
various sou rce s of their illustration ,
especiall y those to be found in the best
commentators. During this course of
instruction , pa rticular attention is given
to what is most remarkable iti the con-
tents of the diffe rent books.

II. To afford such instruction in the
German language as will enable the
»tudeut to make whatever proficiency in
it he may desire , so as to have always at
command this important key to biblical
learning .

III. To enable the student to obtain
just views of the meaning and purpose of
the several books of the New Testament ;
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to which end they are all gone over
cri tically, from one to thr ee chapters being
made the subje ct of each exercise. Thd
princi ples of the interpr etation of lan-
guage ar e taught in connexion ; and like-j
wise the facts and princi ples relating to
the criti cism of the text of the New
Testament.

IV. To affo rd instruction in the doc-
trines and evidences of natural reli gion ;
in the evidences of revealed relig ion ; in
Christian theology ; in the nature and
history of Christian institutions , eccle-
siastical powers , rights , and duties , and
the relations and duties of the pastoral
off ice.

V. To give readiness in extempore
speaking by extempore discussions , held
one evening in each week by the whole
school in the presence of one of the
faculty ; and also by a discourse delivere d
extempore each week by one of the
students .

VI. To afford instruction in the com-
position and delivery of sermons , and
the proper mode of conducting public
worsh ip; two evenings in each week
being set apart for this purpose , when
sermons are delivered , and public wor-
ship offered by the students of the two
older classes in rotation , in the presen ce
of the school , and of the faculty ; the
members of the faculty remarking upon
the performances.

To aid them in these pu rsuits , the
students have access to the books iu the
College Library, as alread y mentioned ,
and to a smal l collection just commenced
in Divinity Hall. But the want of a
good theological library is at pre sent
one of the greatest deficiencies of the
school. A library is the very heart of
such an institution. Where books are to
be found , there will be scholar s ; and
without them scholars cannot exist. In
every thing beyond elementary learni ng,
the y must be the main depend ence of
the student and of the instructor . There
is no one in our country engage d in the
thorough examination of any branc h of
knowledge , but must have felt continual
embarrassment fro m his inabi lity to pr o-
cure those works which he may have
occasion to stu dy or consult. If they ar e
to be obtained by him at all , it is often
only at an expense which most stud ents
can ill afford , and after the delay of
month s or a year in sending acr oss the
Atlantic. It is gratify ing to per ceive that
the public attention is at last dir ected to
this subject , whi ch is of such vital Im-
portance to the growth of literat ure and
science in the country. The proper zeal
which has manifes ted itself in our cities.

particularly in Boston, it may be hoped
will extend to our Colleges. The Direc -
tors of the Theological School in Cam -
bridge have devoted to this object all
the means which could properl y be ap-
plied to it; and for the deficiency which
exists, they have no other resource than
the pubUc liberality, and the just in-
terest which ought to be felt , and , it is
believed , is felt , in the institution under
their care .

It wil l be perceive d from the preceding
statement , th at no provision is mad e for
distinct and systematic instruction in
Ecclesiastical Histo ry and the Pastoral
Care , al thoug h both these subjects re-
ceive much attention from the present
officers , so that the school cannot be said
to suffer materiall y from the deficiency.
But as its numbers are increasing, and it
is desirable that more ti me should be
give 11 to these important subjects than
can be devoted by men who are con-
stantl y engaged in other branches , the
institution must be considered deficient
until express provision for them shall be
made. Many friends of the institu tion
are known to have felt strong interest iu
this subject , particularl y as regards a pr o-
fessorsh ip for the Pastoral Care , while
they regard it as in some measure essen-
tial to its prosperi ty. We hope that they
will not suffer their good wishes to pass
away in words , but will take some active
and effectual steps toward establishing at
once an office whose labours are needed
and whose influence would be so bene-
ficial.

Another deficiency yet remaining to be
supplied , is that of aid to the students
who are prepa ring themselves for the
ministry without sufficient mean s of their
own. Experience has satisfactoril y proved ,
that withou t such aid an institution of
this character cannot prosper , nor the
churches be supp lied with pastors. The
means at the command of this institution
have alread y been descri bed. In its pre -
sent growing state they are altogether
inadequate , and need to be permanentl y
enlarged. The directors have proposed
to this end , that scholarshi ps should be
fou nded , with funds of 2,000 dollars jeach ,
the income of which would be sufficient
for the suppo rt of one student. They
look with confidence to the donations
and bequests of liberal friends f o r  the
accomplish ment of this project. They
have taken pains also to interest some
of our congregations in the object , and
have actually obtained from subscriptions
in six churches , the means of aidin g as
many young men the present year , In
some of these the subscr iption is to be
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cont inued annu ally. This measu re is to
be regar ded as one of no smal l impor-
tance to the institu tion ; not onl y on ac-
count of the aid which is iu thus way so
easily bestowed , but chiefly because of
the sympath y and connexion which thu s
gro w up be r ween the churches aud the
seminary from which they are to derive
their ministers .

Mr. Arro wsniJth will shortl y publish
a Comparative Atlas of Ancient and Mo-
dern Geogra phy, fro m Original Autho-
rities , and on a new plan , for the use of
Eto u School. The work will be accom-
panied by a set of Skeleton Outlines .

A Letter is annou nced to the Ri ght
Honourable Robert Peel, his Majesty 's
Secre t ar y of State for the Home Depart -
ment , on the Impe diments and Abuses
existing in the pre sent System of Medical
Educ ation , with suggestions for its Im-
provement. By Henry Dewhurs t, Esq.,
F. R. S., &c

THEOLOG ICAL.
Reply to an Inquiry by the Rev. S. R .

Maitlaud , into the Gr ounds on which the
Pro phetic Period of Daniel and St. John
has been supposed to consist of 1260
Years. By a Member of the Church of
England. 8vo. 3*.

The Rev. Mr. Wellbe loved'a Famil y
Bible. Part V. With Notes, &c. 6*. (id.,
Large paper 10j.

Paroch ial Sermons illustrative of the
Importance of the Revelation of God iu
Jesus Christ. By the Rev. Renn D.
Hampden , A. M.

The Moha mmedan Syste m of Theo-
logy, or a compen dious Survey of the
H istory and. Doctrines of Islamism con-
trasted w ith Chri stianity. By the Rev.
W. H. Neale , A. M. 8vo. 10*.

The Old and New Testament arra nged
in Chronological Orde r , &c, &c. By the
Rev. George Townsend , M. A., Preben-
dary of Durham. 4 large Vols. 4/.

Systematic Morality ; or , a Treatise
on the Theory and Practice of Hu man
Duty, on the Ground s of Natura l Reli -
gion. By William Jevons. 2 Vote. 8vo.
1/. 1*.

The Hol y Bible , with Notes, Practical
Observatio ns , and copious Marginal Re-
ferences of the Hev. Th omas Scott, 6 Vois.
4 to. 8f. 6*.

In the course of May will be published
** Home Tooke 's Diversions of Purle y/'
The new edition , from the last correc
tions and improvemen ts of the aut hor-
consisting of nearl y one sixth of new
mat ter. The forth coming edition is edi-
ted by Mr. Richard Taylor , and will make
two volumes in 8vo.

To be published by subscri ption , a
Posthumou s Work of the Rev. John Ca-
meron , late a Member of the General
Synod of Ulste r, on the Doctrine of the
Holy Scri pture s, concerning the Onl y
True God , and Jesus Christ whom he
hath sent.

In the press , and to be published on
the 1st of Apri l , in 1 vol. 12mo, with
plates and map , Private Journ al of a
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean , and a Resi-
dence in the Sandwich Islands during the
Years 1822, 1823, 1824, and 1825. By
C. S. Stewart , late.Amer ican Missionary
at the Sandwich Island s. With an Intro -
duction and occasional Notes, by the Rev.
W. Ellis.

The Work s of the English and Scot-
tish Reformers. Edit ed by the Rev.
Thomas Russell , A. M. Vol. I. 10*. 6d.
boards , Royal paper , 1/. 1*.

Sermons on Various Subjects. By the
late Rev. John H yatt . Edited by his Son,
Cha rles Hyatt. With a Memoir of the
Auth or , by the Rev. John Morrison ,
Minister of Trevor Chapel , Brompton.
2nd Edit., with a Portrait of the Author.
10*. 6d.

Memo irs of the Life, Writings , and
Character , Literary, Professional , and
Religious, of the late John Mason Good ,
M. D., F. R. S., &c, &c, with numerous
illustrative Selections from his unpub -
lished papers . By Olinthus Gregory ,
LL. D., &c, &c.

Doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church.
7*.

Discourses , in Vindica tion of the Chris -
tion Faith. By Isaac Barrow , D. D.
12mo. 5*. 6d.

Sermons on Various Subjects. By
Thomas Rennei , B. D. F. R. 8., &c. 8vo.
12*.

Observations on the Bill now before
Parliament for regulating the Marriage
of Dissenters who deny the Doctrine of
the Trini ty. By the Rev. P. Le Geyt ,
Vicar of Marden , Kent. 8vo. 2*. 6d.

A Vindica tion of the Literary Charac-
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ter of the late Professor Porson from the
Animadversions of the Right Rev. Thomas
Surges *, D. D, F. R. S. A. S. P. R. S L.,
liord Bishop of Salisbury , in various Pub-
lications , on 1 John v. 7. By Crito Can-
tabri giensis. 1 Is.

An Examination of the First Six Pages
of Professor Porson 's Fourth Letter to
Travis , " Of the MSS. used by R. Ste-
phens. " By Francis Huyshe. 8vo. 3* 6d.
< An Historical Account of the Scottish
Bishops- down to the Year 1688. By the
Right Rev. Robert Keith . Also, an Ac-
count of the Religious H ouses that were
in Scotland at the Time of the Reform a-
tiou. By John Spottiswoode , Esq. A
new edition . By the Rev. M. Russell ,
LL.D , Leith. Lar ge 8vo. 1/. I s ,

Hymns written and adapted to the
Weekly Church Service of the Year. By
the Right Rev . Reginal d Heber , D. D.,
late Lord Bishop of Ca lcutta. Second
edition , small 8vo. 4s. €d.

MISCELLANEOUS.
The Fore ign Quarterly Review. No.

III.
Mexico in 1827. By H. G. Ward ,

Esq., late Charge ^ d f Affaires of his
Britannic Majesty to that Country . In
2 Vols. 8vo., with Plates.

The Annual Biograp hy and Obituary
for the Year 1828. Containing Memoirs
of celebrated Persons who died in 1826,
1827.

A History of the Life and Voyages of
Christop her Columbus . By Washingto n
Irving. 4 Vols. 8vo. 21. 2s.

Memoir of the Life, Writings , and
Opinions of the late Dr. Samuel Parr ,
from 174 7 to 1807 ; with Biograp hical
Notices of many of his Friends , Pup ils,
and Contemporaries. By the Rev . Wil-
liam Field. 8vo., with a Portrait. 14*.

The Diary of Thomas Burton , Esq. ,
Member in theTarliaments of the Pro -
tectors Oliver and Richard Cromwell ,
from 16*56 to 1659 , now first published
from the Orig inal Autogra ph Manus cri pt
in the possession of William Upcott , of.
the London Institution . Inte rspersed
with several curious Documents and
Notices , Historical and Biograp hical .
By John Towill Rutt , Esq. 4 Vols. 8vo.,
with Plates.

A Lette r to the Right Hon. Robert
l̂ eel on the Subject of some of the Legal
Reforms proposed by Mr. Brougham .
By Charles Edward Dord , Esq. , Bar -
riste r at Law.

A Plain Statement of some Particulars
of the Financial Situa tion of the United
Kingdom , with Brief Remarks on the
Inutility of the Sinking Fund in the Pre -
sent State of the lie venue.

An Historical Accoun t of the Ori gin
of the Commission appoin ted to inquire
concernin g Charities in England and
Wales , &c. By Nicholas Carlis le, F. R. S.
and M.R. I.A. 20s.

Obser vations on and plain Directions'
for all Classes of People to prevent the
Fatal Effects of the Bites of Anima ls
labouring under Hy drop hobia. By Henry
Sully, M. D. 8vo. 3*.

Popular Prem ises examined . By
Richard Dillon. 2*.

Montgomery 's Omni presence of the
Deity , a Poem. 7s. 6d,

A New Series of the Spirit and Man-
ners of the Age, a Christian and Lite -
rary M iscellany. Is.  No. I.

A Manual of Natu ral and Experimen-
tal Ph ilosophy, being the Substance of
Lecture s delivered in the London , Rtf s-
sel, Surrey , and Metropolitan In stitu-
tions. By Charles F. Partington. 2 Vote*
8vo. 24*.

The Monumental Anti quities of Great
Britain. By Edward Blorc , F. S. A.

Ori ginal Letters , illustrative of En-
glish Histo ry : including numerou s Royal
Letters from Autogra phs "in the British
Museum . By Henry Ellis , F. R. S. Sec.
S. A, 4 Vols. 8vo. 21. 9s.

Popular Lectures on the Steam Eng ine.
By the Rev. Dionysius Lardner , LL. D.,
Professor of Natural Philosop hy and
Astronomy in the University of London.
Second Edition. 12mo. 7s. 6d.} with
Plates.

The Life of Cardinal Wolsey. By
George Cavendish , his Gentleman Usher.
With Note s and other Illustrations , by
S. W. Singer, F.S.A. Second Edition.
8vo. 15*.

The History of Pai nting in I tal y, from
the Revival of the Fine Arts to the Close
of the Eighteenth Century . By Thomas
Roscoe. 6 Vols. 8vo. 3/. 12*.

A Tour in Ital y and Sicily. By L. Si-
mond , Author of "A Tour in Switzer -
land ," &c, &c. 8vo. 16*.

The History of the Anglo-Saxons , con-
prising the History of Eng land from the
earliest period to the Norman Conquest.
By Sharon Turner , F. A. S. R. A. S. L.

Researches in South Africa. By the
Rev. John Philip, D. D. 2 Vols. 8vo,

Pamp hleteer . No. LVI. 6*. 6d%
The Youth antl Manhood of Cyri l

Thornton. 3 Vols. Post 8vo. I I . U s. C>d.
The Histo ry of the Peninsular War.

By Robert Southey, Esq. 4 Vols. 8vo.
Teutonic Antiquities. By G. Chatfield ,

Esq . 7s. 6d.
An Account of Public Char i ties in

England and Wales. Vol. I. 8vo. 12*.
The History of Roman Literature dwr -
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ing the Augustan Age. By John Dunlop ,
Esq. 8vo. 1 6s.

On the Rise , Progress , and present
State of Public O pinion iu Great Br itain.
By a Membe r of the House of Parliament
in 1820. 8vo.

The Coro nation Oath considered , with
Reference to the Princi ples of the Revo-
lution of 1688. By Charles Thomas
Lane , Esq. , of the Inner Temple. 8vo.
MX?. 6d.

Observations on the Cruelty of em-
ploy ing Climbing-Boys in sweeping Chini *
neys ; and on the Practicability of effec-
tuall y cleansing Flues by mechanical

Feb. 2f. <e A few days ago (says the
Paris Correspondent of the Times) the
Royal Court prououuced a ju dgment of
great importa nce to reli gious liberty and
the freedom of philoso phical discussions.
That Court has acquitte d a wr ite r ac-
cused of having insulte d the reli gion of
the State , * by deny ing the fundamental
dogmas of the Christian faith. ' The de-
fendant acknowledged the fact , but in-
sisted that denial was nbt insult. His
counsel , M. Borville , argued that every
Frenchman had the ri ght of adopting
whatever opinion appeared to him the
most just , and of contending against every
adverse opinion , provided he abstained
from violence and insult. The Court
held the same opinion. This decision
would be no way surprising had it been
the verdic t of a jury , or were our judges
philosop hers. But it must be observed
that all the jud ges of the Royal Court
are Catholics ; that they all manifest a
strong attachment to their creed ; that
the suspicion of hypocris y has never
been insinuated against them ; and that
they decided again st the interventio n of
a jury , hi consequence of thei r jud g-
ment , some of the liberal journals have
taken occasion to remark str ongly on the
difference in the law , or the administra-
tion of the law , in England and France.
They consider it very stra nge that the
restraint s on the expression of opinion
should be greate r on your side of the
Channel than on this , and that relig ious
liberty should be less complete in a Pro-
testan t than in a Cath olic countr y ."

The contrast is not so strange , as these
journal ists suppose . Whe n statesmen
and jud ges do not belong to tbat most

means. With Extracts fro m the Evi-
dence before the House of Common s, &c.
&c. 6d.

Medico-ch irurgical Review. The I«Y)urth
Fasciculus of No. XVI.

Mora l Biogra phy; or Lives of Exem-
plary Men . 3*. 6rf.

A Practical and Path ological Inquir y
into the Sources and Effects of Dera nge-
ments of the Divestive Organs ; embrac -
ing Dejection , Perversion , and some other
Affections of the Mind. By William
Cooke , Member of the Royal College of
Surgeons , Secretary to the Hunterian So-
ciety, &c, &c. 8vo. 9s.

infatuated class of bigrots which would
incarcerate or burn the bod y for the
good of the soul , or which would punish
disbelief or misbelief vindictivel y, as the
worst of crimes , their anxiety to put
down all expressions of hostili ty to any
given relig ion , or form of religion , will
be in tolerabl y exact proportion to their
estimate of its worth as a state machine *
Now the Pro testant hierarch y of England
has quite as many claims to favour ill
this capacity as the Gallican Church ;
perhaps more . It presents a more valu-
able patronag e ; it furnishes a richer
provision for the junior members and de-
pendents of the aristocracy ; aud it offers
a mightier support to an accommodat ing
administration. Therefo re Christianit y
is, legall y, less disputable in Eng land
than in France ; and while Protestants
there are eligible to civil office s, our
Dissenters are excluded by Test Acts, or
sneak in under the impe r fect covering of
Indemnity Bills ; and Cath olics are pro -
scribed altogether. The princi ple of re-
sistance to Religious Liberty is stronger
here than in France. Let the friends of
Reli gious Liberty exert themselves to
give a stronger impulse to public opi-
nion , the only means by which, here or
there , that resistance is to be overcome.

The fact which has occasioned these
comments is also a good lesson to those
well-meaning but mistaken persons who,
with a government which exists under a
Protestant hierarchy, yet fear that Po-
pery is more dead ly than any thing else
to freedom of conscience. Here are
Catholics in power allowing liberty of
discussio n to an extent about which too
man y Protestants out of power , and even
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themselves und er restraint , have their
doubts .

Feb. 5. The Dissenters opened the
campai gn by the presentation , last night ,
to the House of Commons , of .the H ack-
ney Petiti on for the repeal of the Test
aud Corporation Acts. Jt is a pity that
its length should have preve nted Mr.
J ohn Smith , the presen te r , •' from de-
manding that it should be read ." The
time of the Honourable Members has
seldom been better occupie d than it would
have been in listening to that very able
and complete statemeut of the claims ou
which they will so soon have to sit in
jud gment. It is grati fying to see that
Unita rians are first in the field in this
conflict. It becomes them to f orm the
vanguard in a struggle for Reli gious Li-
berty ; and also to take care that it is,
really and obviously, a strugg le for Reli-
gious Liberty, an assertion of ri ght on
the most generous and comprehensi ve
prin ciple, and not the selfish effort of a
party to better its own political condition ,
without any regard to the privations and
claims of others .

Feb. 7. Two points in the Speech of
the King of France , on opening the pre-
sent Session of the Deputies , have at -
tracted the notice of , aud afforded satis-
faction to, the friends of mankin d :

It calls the battle of Navarino an " un-
foreseen," but not an " untoward " event"
Charle s X. has not been advised by his
Ministe rs, as George IV. was by his, to
blush for the most glorious aetion of his
reign. No awk wardne ss is shewn at
having been found contending, and that
successfu lly, against legitimate oppression.
The good which has been done is spoken
of without apology.

It anno unces that ecclesiastical affairs
and public instruction are no longer to
be under the same direction. This is as
it should be. All the world knows that
public instruc tion is not an ecclesiastical
affair . Even sectarian s seldom go single-
hearted into the pro motion of educatio n.
They have one eye to prosel yti sm. What
then can be expected of an endowed
pri esthood ?

Fek 8. The Ren. Robert Taylor (of
what other church than the Knglish
would he yet have been a clergyman ?)
Has been sentenced to twelve months

j roprison ment in Qakha m Goal, and tp
find securities for gpod behaviour for five
years , himself in £500, and two other s
iu jfc$50 each,. The sentence waft gw-
niehed with the usual' prat tle on euch oc-
casion ; no law »p liberal a.8 our own j
the utmost toler ation,—only the £sta -
Wished Religion must not be assailed ; fair

argument quite free ,—^but not " sarcasm
and sophistry ;" perfectly lawful to dis-
cuss Christianit y with " per sons of ta -
lent ,"—but not to harangue women aud
young people, &c, &c, &c. Now, if sar -
casm and sophistry be offences at com-
mon law, it is reall y shocking to thin k
of the state iu which enforcing that law
would p)ace the country . The Bar , the
Senate , the Pulp it even, would require ,
like us Nonconf or mists, an Annual Bill
of Indemnity, or the business and reli-
gion of the nation would be at a stand
still. There never was a vainer at-
tempt than that which is persisted in ,
at these trials , of maintaining that argu -
ment is lawfu l, but sophistry a crime.
The -court al ways, and ri ghtl y, refuses to
consider itself as constituted to try the
truth of Christianity ; and yet, unless the
validity of an objection to the gospel be
reall y and fairl y gone into , how can it be
determined whether such objection be au
argument or a sophism , innocent or cri-
minal ? But the court assumes the truth
of Christianity ; and , in so doing, it as-
sumes also that reasonings against it are
sophistical , and that attacks on its ten-
dency are sarcasms; aud then there is no
such toleration of fair argument as is
talked of, because there is no such ar -
gument to tolerate .

The modern champions of infidelity
are so utterly contemptible that it is griev-
ous to think such pains should be taken
to raise them from insignifica nce by
means which disgrace the Chr istian
name. The sente nce on Taylor is much
milder, in pro por tion , than those on
Cai lile in 18I D ; an indication , we hope,
that public opinion has shewn itself so
much less favourable to prosec utions of
this class, as to have some influence on
judicial discretion. Or it may be only
one of *the accidents or caprices which
must be expe cted when crime and pu-
nish ment are left by the Legislature alike
undefined.

Feb. 12. The curio sity of the country
is beginning to be gratified as to the his-
tory of the dissolution of the late AdmU
nistratiou and the formati on of the pre-
sent* The Lords have had their expla-
nations ; and if they do not tell the
whole tale plainl y, it may be because
there are par ts of it which must not be
told plai nly. Mr. {J erries and Mr. Hus-
kistt on between them , by thei r real or
sham quarrel , broke up the Ministry ,
But we shal l have their account of that
soon in the Commons, Wha t Lor d Gode-
rich has not explained is, why he could
not go on without either of them > aud
especially wJ tfjQ iu Mr. Hei ries, The,
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servi ces of that gen tleman , as Chance llor
of the Exchequer , might as well have
beeu dispensed with by him , as by the
Duke of Wellington. There could have
been no difficulty about finding a succes-
sor not less able than the present occu-
pan t of that situation. Nor has his
Lordshi p shewn why he might not have
discovered and app lied the means, what-
ever they be, which have since induce d
these fierce antagonists to pull together
harmoniousl y. Of Lord Goderich 's ho-
nesty and honour there are the stro ngest
indications. He has not played false
with the late Government. Wh y then ,
again , was it dissolved ? Must the an-
swer be, " Le Roi le veut" ? And is
that a constitutional answer ? At any
ra te the Whig Liberals wiJl take care
whom they trust again. The Tory Li-
berals will not , it seems ; at least those
of them who are still in office ; for they
have tru sted, and that most implicitly,
the Duke of Wellington. He declares
himself a part y to no pledges ; fettered
by iio conditions or stipulations ; he has
guaranteed nothi ng, but that if they speak
their mind s, what they say shall be con-
sidere d . They have enlisted under him ,
and if their cry be " advance ," he may
add , " three steps bac k wards. " So that
if any good thing come out of the present
Administration , we shall have to thank
his Grace , and not Lord Dudley or Mr.
H uskisson.

Feb. 16. The Finance Committe e is
appointed , and Mr. Huskisson is still
silent. Will he suffer jud gment to go by
default ? There is a heavy presumption
against him. The late Administrati on
was broken up because he would not act
with Mr. Herries , and now he does act
with Mr. Herries. The gross inconsi s-
tency of th is conduct matte rs little , at
least to the public ; but what does matte r
to the public is, that they have lost , by
Mr. Huskisson fs inconsistenc y, a wise
and liberal governm ent , and come under
the domination of a military, ignorant ,
bigote d and intolerant Administration .
Unti l he can shew to the contrary, this
change , this degrading and disastrous
change , must be laid at his door , ft will
go far towards balancing his account
with the country, large , as undoubtedl y
our obligations are to him , on the score
of commercial policy.

And even if the late changes should
appear to have been completely indepen-
dent of Mr. Huskisson , his place should
still be amongst those who suppor ted the
political views, forei gn and domestic , of
Mr. Canning. His accepting office on
condition of being allowed to realize

those views in his own parti cular dc*
partment , while the Government , as a
whole, assumed a very different tone and
spi rit , would have been a very undi gni-
fied procedure , and of very questionable
utility. But this defence , a poor and
paltry one at best , has been kicked from
und er him , and crushed to atoms by the
heavy foot of our military Premier.

Feb. 19. Lucus a non lucendo , expla-t
nations from ex plaining nothing, is the
descri ption most app licable to the long
speeches of last night by the United Irre -
concileables of the late and present Cabi-
net. In spite of Collins , Hartley, Priest-
ley, and Jonat han Edwards , is there
really such a thing as Philosophical Free
Will ? A desire to dissolve the late Ca-
binet , which would be an obvious and
intelligible motive to the conduct recently
pursued, being solemnly disclaimed , by
or for every body, the Necessarian is put
to a sad nonplus. He may find pretexts
iu abundance, but no motives. The no-
minatio n of Lord Althorp to the Chai r
of the Financ e Committee is put com-
pletely out of the questio n , inasmuch as
it clearl y appears that he uever was so
nominate d, and that nothing more passed
upon the subject than a little talk , which
pledged nobod y to any thin g. Mr. Her-
ries, therefore , was self-determined to
resign. As this resolution removed every
obstacle to Mr. Huskisso n's avowed plans
and wishes , he must have been self-de-
termined to resign also . Nor can auy
more philosophical account be given of
Lord Goderich 's troubling the King with
his troubles , or of his Majesty 's sus-
pending at once all the members of a
Cabinet to which he had resolved to be
fitithful. As this new light upon a much
controverted subject seems the onl y good
to be derived from what has passed , let
us make much of it.

As Mr. Huskisson is the chief, if not
the sole support , of whatever of public
confidence and hope att aches t;o the pre -
sent Ministry, it is sad to see him , after
all , cuttin g but a sorry figure . His per-
sonal feelings , and acknowledged decla-
rations , ought to have mad e a strong
case of pu blic expediency needful before
he could th iuk of joining the enemies of
Mr. Canning 's perso n and policy. Instead "
of this he joins them to the public de-
triment ; to the annihilation of Mr . Can -
ning 's party ; and to the restorin g and ,
consolidating of the powe r of that fac- ,
tiou , whose short sighted tllibc rfeUty has '
loug been the gre at obstacle to realizing
the liberal views of himself and his late
friend. He joins them , uot with condi-
tions or stipulat ions, us was at first so
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loudly proclaimed , for pursuing au usefu l
course in his own particular department ;
but with understandings , or somethings ,
which resolve themselves into a gratui-
tous confidence in men who have al-
ready sufficiently shewn themselves either
incap able of understanding his measures ,
or determined not to tolerate them. He
has th rown away a mora l powe r for
which compensation will be vainl y sought
in official influence .
- r eb. 20. The meeting, at Freemason s
Hall , on the 12th instant , to form an
" Auxiliary Reformation Society for the
District of St. Giles*," that is, a society
for converting the poor Catholics of that
neighbourhood into Protestants , became
rather unex pectedl y a meetin g for dis-
eussing the theological differences of the
Churches of Rome and England. It has
been twice adjourned. A Catholic priest
(Rev. Mr. Spooner) very cleverl y retorted
the word " trad ition " upon the Episco-
palians. He called for their Scri ptu re
precept to baptize infants. This was
much better than his designating " any
attempt to make proselytes of the Roman
Catholics of St. Giles'," a " direct inva-
sion of the ri ght of pr ivate judgm ent."
To argu e with a man is sure ly the most
direct mode of recognizing that ri ght*
He himself allowed that right , (notwith -
standing Us being a Protestant princi ple,)

Page 130, Hrie 18, for events, read " w*ints. tr
138, rtoti 'f i for Correspondent , read " Contem pora ry ."

by his reasoni ngs against the clergymen
to whom he rep lied . Let these two great
churches but come into collision , by pub-
lic discussions, and inconsistencies will
be broug ht home to them both , fast
enoug h and plenteousl y enough , to satisf y
the standers by of thei r pretensions.
Thanks to the indiscreet zeal of the
Eva ngelicals , and the political demand for
Catho lic conversion as a substi tute for
Catho lic Emanci pation , they can scarcel y
avoid discussion ; and if once they get
fairly iuto discussion, dogmatism and im-
position will be sure of exposure .
. Feb. 22. More Parl iamentary expla-
nations. Mr . Herries reiterates that his
resigna tion was the pretext merel y of the
late change , and that it was something
else which dissolved the Minist ry . To
be sure it was. There was intrigue and
treache ry enough, no doubt. But this
" farce of Mr. Herries ," is growing as
tedious as that which was hissed at
Dru ry Lane.

Petitions for the repeal of the Test and
Oorp orati on Acts are pour ing in from all
parts of the country. Ministers have only
to re fuse that repeal for two or th ree
years to made the Dissente rs a urn ted ,
deter mined , and formidable political bod y.
If th ey do so, we wish them joy of their
policy.

The Conductors fear that " A Physician " does not understand this case ; at least
they doubt the effi cacy of his remed y.

Th ey agi ee in almost all points with their respected friend F. V., but cannot per-
suade themselves that it is expedient in a public journal to enter so pointedl y as he
does upon many points.

The insertio n of J. C. M. 's paper does not come within the Conductors * plan ,
as he may gather from former observations . The subject is in proper hands for
discussion.

F. I. W/s exhortation to the Dissenters to make common cause with the Catho
lies, would better be addressed to the Repeal Committ ee.

Mr. G. Kenrick 's Journal will be continued in the next number.
It is not thoug ht expedien t to insert G/s observations on an article in the

" Christian Moderator. " The Conducto rs expect the subje ct to be noticed in
another shape

The extract from Mr. Hi ggins 's book will , perhaps , more properl y form part of
a criticism on the work , which is und er consideration.

A Subscriber asks , whether any of our Corresponden ts can furnish him with a
list of sermons for reading in a family, whose sentiments are completely Humani-
tarian .

The Conductors gratefull y acknow ledge the receipt of several valuable communi-
cation s which are now before them.

Dr. Rees states in a note, that he has received J. D.'s donation of one pound , for
the Case of Distres s adverti sed in the last Reposito ry, which he has forwarded to
tjie party .
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