
We are told that it was not the custom of the ancients to sacrifice to
heroes until after sunset. But it was their custom to sacrifice to them thpn -
and if we imitate their forbearance;—i f in the life-time of those whose menta l
heroism helps to clear the world of the monsters of ignora nce, error, and
superst it ion, we suffer our gratitude to accumulate in our hearts, year after
year , unexp ressed, at least in all its fulness and fervour—it well becomes us
also, when the night has closed in upon our benefactors, and they sleep in
the grave's dar kness, to complete the imitation , and bring our offerings of
respect an d gratitude, a man ly and a Christian homage, to the memory of
those who were distinguished for piety, worth, and usefu lness. It is due to
them that their names should at lengt h be coupled with that well-earned
praise, which cannot now be considered as flattery, and which there is no
longer the possibility of their shewing, by subsequent inconsistency, was
pre mature ly and injudiciously bestowed. It is due to ourselves that we
enrich our minds with the images of men whom we may safely venerate ;
who " being dead yet speak," and that more impressively than could ever
living voice ; and the contemplation of whose lives and labours stimulates
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our aspirations after kindred excellence. And it is due to the world that we
allow not those to be forgotten or unhonoured who have toiled for its im-
provement, notwithstanding its disregard or its hostility, and conferred bene-
fits upon it which will only by a future generation be generally recognized
and rightly appreciated.

This duty i& peculiarly incumbent upon Unitarians, for reasons connected
both with our internal condition, and our external relations. Our chu rches
are the sanctuary of Religious Liberty ; and the members of our societies
enjoy and exercise a freedom of thought and speech not tolerated by other
denominations. We " let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind,'*
and encourage him to speak his mind ; and only put Christ'6 yoke upon the
neck of Christ's disciples. But this very freedom , in which may we stand fast,
and abound yet more and more, for it is our Christian heritage and rich in
blessings, diminishes the immediate recompense which, in other connexions,
awaits him who ably and successfully serves the cause to which he is at-
tached. We have ito temporal honours or emoluments to bestow ; and we
are too jea lous of our individual independence of thought and action to acfmit
of that real though unavowed supre macy, that rank in a party, with which
sectarianism rewards its champions, and which is by no means destitute of
its accompanying earthly advantages. The most hi ghly gi fted amongst us
are only recognized as fellow-labourers in the pursuit of Truth ; they speak
to those who will be sure to " j udge what they say," often to controvert it ,
sometimes to censure it ;  and the danger rather is that they should not be
sufficientl y " esteemed for their work's sake," than that they should become
the " lords over God's heritage," which " ver ily have their reward ," in
more thoroughly drilled sects, both established atid non-established. " One
is our Master, even Christ, and all we are brethren." But if this jealousy
of our rights make us, like Republicans, somewhat niggardly towards the
living, it demands of our hearts to render the more ample j ustice to the dead ;
the more especially as the relation in which we stand towards othe r Reli-
gionists is, in their estimation at least, one of unceasing hostility. Too many
of them do not scruple to use unlawful weapons, the poisoned sha fts of
cajurnny, and there is a malignity from which even the grave does not
shelter. The foul breath of Bigotry has vented many a posthumous slander.
The object of suc h animosity rests not the less calmly, sleeping in Jesus ;
an$ tqere might be copied for his monument the inscription on that of Chil-
iingwarth , " Nee sentit damna sepulchri;" but it is the sacred duty of those
who love Truth to protect the names of its departed advocates from insult ,
an.d to declare that " the memory of the j ust shall be blessed" by those who
kn£w their worth, however virulently it may be aspersed, or however daring ly
it m#y be anathem atized.

To render posthumous praise honourable to the individual on whom it is
bestowed, and usefu l to society, it is needful that it be discriminative. In-
definite laudation is worthless at fyest , and may become pernicious. Seldom
has there lived a man to whom such a mode of doing honour would be less
appropriate $ja« it woukj be in, the present case, The most becoming tri-
bute )o the memory of the kite Rev. Thomas Bki*bram must be an accurate
analysis of what he was and what he did. Many persons have much ampler
qualifications for this, task than he who is now attempting it; but he has not
been an. inatten tive reader of Mr. Belsham's works, nor a careless observer
of h\% course for many ye?rs ; and he has the advantage of what ha$ been
already done by the able authors of the publications whose titles are affixed
to this article.
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Of Mr. Belsham's personal history it is tiot our present purpose to speak .
To do that as it should be done, and as we hope it will be done, would
imply long habits of intimacy, and access to the memoranda, correspondence,
and other documents, which happily remain, and which have been, by his
direction , consigned to a friend and former pupil, who will, we doubt not,
worthily discharge the very important trust thus confided to him. To give
the world a faithful picture of the man will be his honourable and usefu l
task. Ours is to endeavour to portray the Minister ; to exhibit and esti-
mate him as a Theologian, a Philosopher, a Controversialist, and a Preacher
of the Gospel.

The outline of Mr. Belsham's life, so far as it is needful now to refer to
it, is soon sketched. His father was an intelligent and respectable Dissent-
ing Minister. In 1766, being about seventeen years of age, he was ad-
mitted a student at Daventry , then under the superintendence of Dr. Ash-
worth and the Rev. Thomas Robins. He was appointed Assistant Tutor on
the completion of his Academical Course ; ana after an interval of three
years' absence, during which he was pastor of a congregation at Worcester,
he succeeded Mr. Robins as Divinity Tutor, and minister of the Daventry
congregation, in the year 1781. Leaving this situation, in 1789, in conse-
quence of his opinions having become Unitarian, he retired into an obscurity
in which, whatever his own humility might dictate, it was not possible he
should long remain. He was promptly summoned from it to become one
of the Tutors at the New College, Hackney, an office which was soon ter-
minated by the dissolution of the Institution. In 1794, he was chosen to
flie vacant pulpit of Dr. Priestley, by the Gravel-Pit congregation ; and
eleven years after, he removed to Essex-Street Chapel, of which he continued
minister till his death, although for the last five years the public services
had chiefl y devolved upon his coadjutor and successor, the Rev. Thomas
Madge.

Brief as this record is, it contains one event of incalculable moment to the
individual himself, and of no little interest to thousands besides, if its con-
sequences be considered ; we mean his conversion to the Unitarian faith.
The circumstances of that change merit serious consideration. So mighty a
transformation of opinion presents a phenomenon well worthy the attention
of all who make the human mind an obj ect of scientific study. On that of
the devout Chri stian it has far higher clai ms. It has the exhibition of a
soul of no ordinary powers passing either from darkness into light , or from
light into darkness ; becoming emancipated from error or else apostatizing
from the truth ; and either advancing towards the full fruition of gospel
salvation , or sealing its own eternal and wretched doom. Happily we have
the means of approaching to *' see this great sight ;" its particulars are
recorded with sufficient amplitude to guide our conclusions, if not to satisfy
all our curiosity. They are thus stated in the Memoirs of Lindsey (ch. x.| ;
the account in the Preface to the Calm Inquiry is to the same effect :

" As a minister, whose principles were known to be what is commonly
called evangelical, the author of this Memoir had been appointed, in the year
178 1, Theological Tutor in the Academy at Daventry, which was a continua-
tion of the academy under the late pious and celebrated Dr. Doddridge at
Northampton, and was supported by the trustees of the late William Coward,
Esq., who bequeathed a considerable estate for the education of Dissenting
ministers, and for other religious purposes . The office of pastor of the Inde-
pendent congregation at Daventry was at that time held in connexion with
the office of Divinity Tutor, and to this he was also invited. The Unitarian
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controversy, rev ived with so mudh animation by the writings of Mr. Lindsev
and Dr. Priestley, and brought home so closely to the feelings by the truly
Christian and disinterested conduct of the former, in the resignation of his
vicarage, was at th at t ime in its zenith. And the tutor regarding it as -a ques-
tion of the highest importance, conceiving it to be his duty to stat e it fairly
before the theological students, an d observing that the question concerning
the simple humanity of Christ , which was now become the great controversy
of the age, was scarcely glanced at in Dr. Doddridge's Lectures, which were
the text-book of the Institu tion , he determined to draw up a new course of
lectures upon the subject. And to this he was impelled by an additional
motive, nam ely, the hope of putting a speed y termination to this newly re-
vived controversy ; since, whatever respect he entertained for the abilities,
the learning, and the character of the great champ ions of the Unitarian faith,
he felt a perfect confidence that their arguments would be found capable of
an easy and satisfactor y reply; and whatever might be the errors of his own
education, he had been happily instru cted and fi rmly fixed in the grand prin-
ciple, that freedom of investigation must ultimately be favourable to truth .
The method which he pursued in instituting this inquiry he has detailed at
large in another place. It is, therefore, sufficient at present to mention, that
he first selected all the texts of the New Testament upon which the contro-
versy is allowed to depend ; most certain ly not omitting any which appeared
to him favourable to the pre-existence and divinity of Jesus Christ. These
be arranged under distinct heads ; and under each text he introduced the
explanations of the most approved commentators of the Trinitarian, Arian,
Socinian, and Unitarian hypothesis, very rarely int roducing an y theological
comments of his own, choosing rather to leave the remarks of the di fferent
expositors to make th eir own impression upon the minds of his pupils. The
labour was considerable : but it was not thought burdensome either by the
teacher or the learner ; the consciousness of honest , unbiassed inquiry, and
the gradual opening of light, was am ple compensation for all. But the
result was widely different from what had beea expected. First, the pup ils,
whose ingenuous minds, not so fi rmly bound by prejudice, were more open to
conviction, began to discard the errors of education ; and some of them,
much to the regret of their worthy friends , and not least to tbat of their tutor,
became decided Unitarians. The tutor 's habit s of thinking were more firmly
riveted ; and though from the beginning of the inquiry he was a little sur-
prised at discovering so few direct, and, as he thought , unequivocal, assertions
of his favourite doctrine , and though in the process of his labours he found
himself obliged to abandon one text because it was spurious, another because
it admitted of a different and more probable interpretation , and so on , and was
thus driven by degrees out of his stron g holds ; yet such was the ascendancy
which the associations of education had obtained over his mind, that he does not
believe it would have been in the power of argument to have subdued it, had
not the nature of his office, which made it necessary for him to repeat the
lectures to successive classes, and which thereby compelled his attention
again and again to the subj ect, eventually, and almost imperceptibly, over-
ruled his original prepossessions, and brought him over to the faith to which
he had certainly no previous partiality, to the profession of which he had nd
interest to in duce him, and which he had fondly flattered himsel f that he
should without much difficult y have overthrown. Those who have never
changed their opinions, who are not much in the habits of inquiry, or who
have not watched the vacillations of the mind when it is deliberating upon
subjects of high importance, when it is anxious to form a correct judgment,
when much depends upon the decision, and when it onoe begins to suspect
as erroneous what it has long regarded as sacred and essent ial truth , may
wonder that the teacher should be so long in making up his own mind, and
that he should not be able to m ark the day and the hour of his conversion.
The fact is, that he was not himself aware of it till upon the repetition of a
sermon which he had preached a few years before, and in which the pre-
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lixisteace of Christ and its concomitant doctrines were assumed as facts, he
foun d himself so embarrassed from beginning" to end, by his sceptical doubts,
that he determined fro m that time to desist from teaching1 what he now first
discovered that he no longer believed. This was in the autumn of 1788.
And conceiving* that, his mind being now made up upon the subj ect, it was
his duty no longer to hold his peace, but to hear his public testimony to the
truth ; and, at the sam e time, being conscious that he no longer possessed
the qualifications which were deemed essential to the offices he sustained,
and regarding it as both unhandsome and unjust to put his friends under the
disagreeable necessity of dismissing him from his office, which they probably
would have thought it their duty to do ; at least, being fully persuaded that it
was right to give them their option in the case, he determined to resign both
the Academy and the congregation. His resignation of the former he sent
in to the trustees in January, 1 789 , requesting them to keep it concealed till
March, as it would be impossible for him to quit his situation till midsummer;
and he had no desire to make himself the topic of conversation till it became
absolutely necessary."—Pp. 285—291.

Whether Mr. Belsham was ri ght in his views of the teachings of Scripture
upon the per-son of Christ , before or after this great change, it is for every
individual to decide for himself by a direct appeal to Scripture. There he
will find " the Judge that ends the stri fe." But there are several points in
the narrative to which it is desira ble that attention should be directed, espe-
cially the previous character of the individual , the manner in which his
inquiries were conducted, the effect of his convictions upon his situation and
prospects, and his subsequent cond uct and feelings.

Mr. Belsham's conversion took place in the full maturity of his mind and
character. He was between thirty and forty years of age when he com-
menced the investigation, in which he continued to be engaged during the
lapse of seven or eight years. For his mental abilities and attainments, his
moral habits, and his personal piety, we have what is perhaps the best evidence
which , after so long a time has el apsed, can possibly be appealed to, in the
satisfactory results of the investigations which it must be presumed were
instituted on occasion of the several appointments which had been conferred
upon him. He had been subjected to four ordeals of this description.
The verdict of the Trustees of the seminary at Daventry, in his original
selection Tor the Assistant Tutorshi p about 1770, and when he was invited
to fill the Divinity Chair in 1781, and that of the congregations at Wor-
cester and Daventry, cannot li ghtl y be set aside now. He had evidently
earned, and retai ned, a feeling of deep respect, as an accomp lished and
faithful Christian minister, in the opinions of those who had every opportu-
nity, and every inducement, to observe him closely and j udge him strictly.
He was not a man to be blown about by every wind of doctrine. His was
no unformed, uninformed, and unexercised mind. Could we imagine
for a moment the formal carry ing on of inquiry by delegation, and the
ascertaining of rel igious truth by substitute, he was a man to whom un-
learned Christians might have come with confidence , saying, Examine and
decide this controversy for us. If not that of such a man , let us be told
whose conversion is of importance , and ought to impress the honest and
humble mind with the duly of full y and impartially examining the sub-
ject of dispute . It will be difficult to mention any quality required in such
an on e, a possessor of which cannot be indicated in the illustrious list of
converts to which he belongs ; enriched as it is with the names of Watts,
Lindsey, R. Robinson , and many others ; and it will be diff icult among
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then* to point out one whose charac ter should give more weight to his con^
version .

The mode in which the investi gation was cond ucted corr esponded with
the nature and importance of the subject. He first collected the whole of
the evidence from the New Testament. This operation was, in itself, fa-
vourable to a ri ght conclusion . In thus going over the New Testament , an
unbiassed mind would not only possess itself of the separate passages sup-
posed to bear upon the ar gument , but would recei ve that impression which
the general aspect of the sacred volume is calculat ed to produce. It would
thus be prepared to ju dge better of the letter of particular texts by the spirit
of the whole. It is probabl e that , thoug h he might not himsel f perceive it ,
Mr. Belsham 's former opinions received a considerable shock fro m this first
operation. His next step was to arran ge that evidence , thus collected, under
distinct heads ; a process rendered necessary by the natur e of the subject ,
and which he accom plished in a manner eminentl y impartial and lucid .
The question of the supreme deity of Christ was, by this means , disen-
tan gled fro m that of his pre-existence ; and each scheme of pre-existence
was also presented in connexion with the real or appar ent amount of scri p-
tural evidence in its behal f. It might seem that it only remained now to
draw the conclusive inference from the whole, in reliance on the Divine
blessing for its corr ectness. But that blessing is best sought in the use of all
the aid which Providence puts within our reach ; and it was well to com-
plete what had been done by allowing a hearin g to the different systems in
the persons of their most esteemed commentat ors, whose explanations are
therefore appended, in juxta-po sition with each other , and with the text
which they so differentl y expound. The whole was then subjected to
repeated consideration and revision. What more could the disciple do to
ascertain his Master 's doctrine ? Who has ever better prepared himself to
offer the prayer of faith ,

'• Be gracious , heaven • for now laborious man
Hath doue his part" ?

And is it not more in the spiri t of the gospel to believe that heaven was
gra cious, th an to imagine that all this honest toil ended in being abandoned
to " stron g delusion that he might believe a lie" to his soul's destruction ?

The effect upon Mr. Belsham 's situation and pros pects was certainl y not
such as could give him any bias towards the conclusions at which he finally
arrived . A man may be in a situation much less comfortable and honour a-
ble than that which Mr. Belsham occupied at Daventr y, and yet feel it a very
severe sacrifice to relin quish it , at the age of forty, and begin life afresh ,
with perh aps new occupat ions to engage in , new friends to seek , and new
connexions to form. Nor is this the stron gest form of the temptation to
equivocate with his own mind and conscience. It is a fearfu l thing to meet
the altered countenances of reli gious associates, persons loved and r espected,
and whose love and respect had been mutual . The mora l principle itself
will often seem to plead against its own dictates , and hold out the prospect
of continue d and extensive usefulness as a bribe for a silen t compromise with
error. A time , too, is required for opinions to work themselves into feelings ;
for the newly embraced doctrines to generate their own devotion al and prac-
tical atmos phere . The heart will linger in its accustomed hau nts, amid its
long-cherished associations, long after the voice of the judgment has com-
manded to ** ar ise and go hence ," Not lightl y does the writer express his
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Conviction that instances are far from being tare , in the secret annals of ort ho-
doxy, in which the spiri t has fainted under the commencement of these fiery
trial s, and shrunk back from endurin g their continua nce, into a state , our pity
for which cannot be greater than our disapproval of the system which creates
the temptation. How Mr. Belsham felt and met this crisis will be best
shewn by the following letters , which were written at the time , and addressed
to his friend , the Rev. Samuel Palmer , of Hackney, by one of the members
of whose family we have been favoured with copies of them :

" But I hasten to mention , that as you have been ^ery explicit in the de-
claration of your Bentitn ents to me, and I have been equally frank in the
remark s I have mad e upon them , I think that you have a right to be a<N
quainled with my sentiments , aod I hope that you, in return , will be equally
free , and amicabl y  severe, if you please, in your remark s upon tBem , and in
your advice to me with respect to them . You hav e hinted more than once
tha t you thoug ht my pr inciples very nearl y coincided with those of Dr.
Prie stley. I could mention a variet y of partic ulars in which I very widely
diffe r from the Doctor , and with regard to which I could, if I thought it
either honourable or honest , raise my character for orth odoxy, by joining
with open mouth in the general cry against him.

" But to speak the truth , I do very plainly see that the principles which I
have now adopted , and that after what appears to me to* be the most close,
patien t, and impartial stud y of the subject , and which I have received with
the greatest reluctance , and very much against my expectation and my will,
are str ictl y and properl y Unitarian ; and I feel myself so fixed in these
sentiments , that I begin almost to wonder that I coilld eter be an Atian. I
do not mean nor wish to enter into any argument with you Upon this subject *
I hope that you will never see, what I think that I clearl y see, viz. that your
sentiment * very nearl y correspond with day owft, excep t in the triflin g cnrc uin-
gtaace of the pr<fc-existence of the human soul of Christ * I do ilot wish you
to be involved in the embarrassment in which I now f ind rnyae lf^ bat I wish
for your advice and opinion how I ought to act .46 What step do you think it right for me, in my peculiar cifcttinstances , to
tak e ? Ought I to #o on with the Academ y aod the congregation without
taking any notice 01 the material chan ge that has taken place in my senti -
ments , till it is discovered by others , and intimations atfe given that it is pros-
per that I should withdraw ; or ought I at once to acquaint the TfrHsteea and
the congregation with the chan ge of nay principles , and leave it to them to
dete rmine , whether they choose to retain as their minister and tutor a person
wh ose sentiments are so very materi ally altered from What they were at his
app oint ment to office seven years ago ?

" This is a nice and difficult question , and much of the peace of my future
life dependa upon the decision of it ; I beg the fa vour of you to give md your
opinion frankl y and faithfull y, and I must confide in your friendshi p not to
divul ge, for the present at least , the discovery which I hate mad e to you1, and
which I believe is not suspected by any individual in the congregatio n, not
even by the persp icacious Mr. Robins *

" Notwithstanding the difficult y into which I have brou ght myself, lam
not sorr y for the pains that I have taken in tbe investi gation of the subject.
I can appea l to the Searcher of hearts , (hat ir* I err , it is tiebt a volunta ry efi*oT ;
1 have take n all the pstin» I could to gain idforma tion ; I have with great
reluct ance admitted it into my mind ; f hav^ earnes tly implored illumination
from above ; 1 have done all that I ean dor and 1 hat e" how made up my
mind , and am willing to abide the consequence ,u Id o  not know whether I may ever hepe to appear in your pulpi t againt,
but I hope you will not bullish me from your fire-side. I look upot i yoti as
well as lnyseJf to be an inquirer after t rut h ; and If yon are i*ot perfe ctly en^
Lightened , you at luaat tee men «# trees tvaf aiAjf , and yottr inquisitive mind
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will not stop till it has found rest in the princi ples of true Unitarian ism and
genuine Christianity .

<c Your s ver y sincer ely and affection atel y,
" T. Belsham.

" Daventry, Feb. 20, 1789."

t€ Shall I hide from my friend the thing that I do ? I asked his advice , and
he has been so very read y and so ver y fran k in giving it, and his sentimen ts
so nearl y concur with my own , that I think he wiJl have some reason to com-
plain that I hav e not treated him with honour , if I do not let him know ex-
actl y how txiatters stand.

" I had no doubt in my own mind as to the steps proper to be taken at the
tim e that I wrote to ask your opinion. I had actual ly taken the most de-
cisive measures , but I wished by sounding you to have your free, unbiassed
opinion upon a question which you apprehended to be still in suspense.

•' My mind has been graduall y advancin g to Unitarian princi ples (N. B.
I allow you to be a Unitarian as well as myself) for some time past. M y dif-
fi culties upon that subj ect have been graduall y lessen ing ; and since I have
been reading the lectures this session, my mind has been more and more
confirmed in these views ; and the revolution which has taken place in my
sentiments has been attended with so much reluctanc e and so many strugg les,
general ly so contrary to rny expectations , almost to my incli nations , that I
think it impossible that I shoul d ever see the doctrine in a differ ent light
from what I now do. Vestigia nulla retrorsum , from the lion 's den of Uni-
tananis jn.

" I now consider myself as being, upon the one hand , totall y different
from wliat I was when Mr. Coward' s Trustees chose me to the Academ y ;
and , upon the other , as disqualified fro m supp lying the generality of Dissent -
ing congregations who ought to be supplied from Mr. Coward 's Academ y
with suitable ministers . I had no doubt , th erefore , that honour and duty
required that I should quit my presen t situation , and I determined to resign.
This resolution I formed about October last. I did not mention a word of it
to any person in the world till the latter end of Januar y, when I sent my letter
of resi gnation to Mr. Coward' s Trustees , at the same time assigning my rea -
sons. The nex t week I received a very handsome letter from Mr. Paice , in
which lie acquainted me, that my resignation was accep ted.

" Of this event there are no person s in the king dom who have any know-
ledge at present , but Mr. C.*s Trustees , Mr . W. Smith , Mr. Pett , and
yoursel f.

" It is remarkable that the affairs both of the Congregation and the Aca-
demy are at this time peculiarl y promis ing. Two or three new families of
Dissenters are come to live in the town ,—the Sunda y-school is thrivin g,—th e
young peop le have formed themselv es into a society, and a considerable num-
ber of them are coming to the 1/ord 's table , and I do not know that we have
any complaint or uneasiness. —-The members of my famil y are univers all y
orderl y, dil igent , and well-behaved ; and thou gh a considerable number are
to leav e the house this vacation , I have alread y the prospect of twelve or four-
teen new Stude nts , whic h is a greater number than I hav e known of, at this
time of the year , since I kept the Academy.

" It is a little mortif ying to give up every thing at a time when prospects
are so very promising. It is still more mortif ying to find , that the ver y pains
I have taken to qualify myself for the station I ana in, have operate d dire ctl y
contrar y to my intention and expectat ions. Had I contented myself with
going over the old lectures in a slovenl y way, I might have been Tutor at
JD aveutry as long as I lived. 9 I am eur e I never could have changed my prin-
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ciples had I taken less pains in the business than I actually have,—and
because I have thought it my duty to take pains in acquiring thorough infor-
mation upon the subjects treated of in the lectures,—behold, I am all at once
incapacitated for the office I sustain, and am doomed, together with my lucu-
brations, to retire to silence, solitude, and oblivion. After all, I don't repent
of what I have done.—I am in the hand of a wise and good Providence.—If I
am to be honoured as an instrument of fu rther service, some door of useful-
ness will be opened before me; and though it is painful to be laid aside in
the midst of life* yet if such is the will of my heavenly Father, I would bow to
his disposal with an unrepining heart, and say, ' Thy will be done.'<( Believe me, my dear friend ,

" Yours very sincerely and affectionately,
T. Belsham.

€< Daven try, March 3, 1/89 ."
The lingerings of human feeling, the decision of a sincere lover of t ruth ,

and the humble resignation to the Divine Will of a genuine servant of
Christ, are beautifully exemplified in these letters.

If we look to the fruits of this conversion to Unitarianism, none of those
deadly symptoms are to be perceived which should have followed an apos-
tacy from saving truth to fatal error. Unitarianism is said to tend to Infi-
delity ; and Mr. Belsham^s mind was not one to stop short of the legitimate
consequences of any tenet which he held, however obnoxious those conse-
quences might be. What are the traces of this tendency during the forty
years of his life which followed, and which were dedicated to the service of
Christianity with an undiminished sense of its worth , reliance on its promises,
and zeal for its promotion ? His latest and his constant feeling on this sub-
j ect appears in the last paragraph of his last published work. He is dis-
coursing on the Cessation of Miraculous Powers after the Age of the Apos-
tles, and concludes thus :

" There is in the divine religion of Jesus, as it is exhibited in the records
of the New Testament, a simplicity, an energy, a maj esty, which at once ir-
radiates the understanding and convinces the jud gment, which captivates and
rules the heart. It disdains the disgraceful support of fictitious miracles and
pious frauds. It asks not the continuance even of those real and splendid
displays of divine power which were necessary to its first introduction. Chris-
tian ity stands alone. Under the protection of Divine Providence, it has
home the shock of more than seventeen centuries. And it is now more
deeply rooted than ever. It shall endure and flourish till the end of time;
and revolving centuries shall but add to its beauty and its glory ; till in the
end its branches shall extend over the whole earth , and all the nations shall
he gathered under its shadow. Hasten , O Lord, this glorious period. May
th y kingdom come !"—Sermons, Vol. II. p. 495.

This is not the language of a mind which was disaffected towards Divine
Revelation, and it well corresponds with the tenour of his feelings and con-
duct . No deficiency of zeal for what he deemed sacred truth will be alleged
against him ; and yet his piety was unimpaired by his habits of controversy.
The deep reverence of his devotion was exceedingly impressive ; yet it was
not further removed from the offensive familiarity in prayer which some as-
su me, than fro m the slavish terror of superstitious worship. Of his faith-
fulness as a Christian pastor, we shall have to speak presently. Of his de-
portment in social life, how many of us there are who can attest the1 accu-
racy of the picture which A Sincere Mourner has drawn !

" Nothing could exceed the amenity of Mr. Bclshain's manners in social
life . With talents and attainments that rendered him so much an object of
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inter est , he was entirel y free from the vanit y of displaying his powers , and of
engro ssing1 attention to himself. In the friendl y circl e he was at once digni-
fied , courteous , and cheerfu l, and all spontaneousl y paid him their tribute of
admiration and respect. When the conver sation touched on topics of litera -
ture , metaphysics, mora ls, or the evidences and doctrines of religion, l)is re-
mark s were sure to be inst ructive. Ther e was a peculiar distinctness aa well
as pertinen cy of th ought in what he said. It made a deep impression , and
always tended to improvement.

" To the children of sorrow he was a most humane , sympathizing, and
considera te benefactor , ever read y to lig-hten their burthens and dry jheir
tears. He would look into their wants , and he would speak of them to others .
The cause of learning and religion had his hear t and his prayers. His pe-
cuniary contributions in its support were nobl y generous , unmeas ured in
man y cases even by his ability.

" For some years his heal th had been graduall y declinin g. His disease
often assumed an alarming* character : but he knew the goodness of the ever-
present Helper in whom he trusted ,—and he was not afraid . He perc eived
that * the shadows of the evening were stretched out ;' but hid faith in the
prec ious promise s of the gospel was steadfast , and it filled hini with serenit y
and peace*— a seren ity and a peace which earth has no power to give or tak e
away. His war fare is now accomp lished—his toils and bis trial s are past ,
and he is gone 1—gon e to hi» bri ght reward in a far happ ier and holier state ,
where there will be no more death , and where we shall praise our God not
merel y for the mercies which have gladdened us, but also for the tro uble s
which have broug ht us low."—Pp. I S—30.

Whatever , then , may be said of the faith from which Mr. Belsha ia de*
part ed, that which he adopted and adhe red to, enabled him to live and die
as became a Christ ian, His conduct adorne d the gospel, and his heart felt
its consolations. Let bigotry " lay her hand on her mouth , and her mouth in
the dust ," and confess the presen ce of the Christi an Spirit., thou gh she may
not yet acknowled ge that of the Christian Doctrine. *

• The Congregational Magazine for Januar y, has presented its readers with an
Obituary of Mr. Belshatn , in wh ich , amongst sundry errors and misstatements , is
the following very insidious paragraph :

*' Two days of perfect consciousness preceded his dissolution , but it is reported
that an ominous silence was maintai n ed upon the opinions of the past , and the
pros pects of the future. If this be tru e, it will be come the surviving cham pions of
Unitarian!sin to explain the melancholy fact. *1

The insinuation is as untrue as the mode of potting it forth is un manly. For se-
veral days before his death , Mr. Bel sham had lost the power of distin ct articula -
tion ; but even in that state , he found means to cxprew , in a way which coukl not
be inistakeD , the composure of his mind. During some days previous , he suffere d
severe ly, and it was evident tha t the bau d of deat h was on him ; but the n, and so
long as the power of speech was allowed him , there was no silence " up on the
opinions of the past ," or " the pros pects of the future ," but auch allusions to
both , indicating pri ncip les unsha ken and hopes un dimmed , iuterft iing led. with acte
of dovotioj), as beca me the humble and faithful ministe r of Chris t when abou t to
fender up fiis account to his Lord .

The vr riter has screened himself from the charge of inventhi g this re port ; he is ,
or at le&st he appears as being, only its pro pagator * Th e* diffe rence i» Wot mate rial .
The existence of a propensity to falsify the death-be d behaviour of Unitarian s has
not upw beeu manifest ed for the firs t time * " 1( will beebme the survivi ng cham -
pions of Trinitariaritsm to explain the melanch oly fact. "

The Obituar y concludes With the followin g admonition to Unitarians :
" The present stat e of the Unitarian body in this countr y must be to the frien ds

of Evangelical reli gion most satisfactor y , while the general failure of it» efforts it*
home and abroad , may well call its survivin g members and advocates to pau se , and
solemnly re - examine the question , ' lest J iap ly thv y be fotm d fightin g against
God/ "
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In the services which Mr. Bel sham subsequentl y rendered to Unita rian
Chr istianit y, hid numerou s publications first present themsel ves to notice ;
and amongst these , th e first place is due to that important work of which he
is know n to have been the resp onsible Editor , The Imp roved Version of the
New Testament.

The utili ty of this performance has been sometimes underrated , from
searc hing for it in a wron g direction. No such attem pt can , or ought to
supersede the use of the Common Version in the pulpit and the closet. The
phras eology with which our earliest devout associations are entwined , and
which there fore must needs be the most powerfu l in excitin g pious feeling,
should never be relin quished but when its abandonmen t is required by trut h
and conscience. The language of the Common Version is the mother tongue
of Devotion. It well deserves to be so; and not the less on account of
some few*anti quated forms of speech, such as a modern translator would
study to introduce when he was renderin g an ancient ori ginal. But alth ough
for these pur poses the Common should not be superseded by the Improved
Version , there is great advanta ge to be derived from their conjoint use in at-
tainin g a knowl edge of the Scri ptures. It is almost too obvious to remark ,
that no two translators , however learned and faithful , would rende r a pas-
sage of any length into English by the ver y same words. The sense may
be substantiall y the same, but there will be shades of difference in the ex-
pressions ; and that sense will be the more perfectl y comprehended by the
mere English reader from his comparison of the versions. Familiarit y with
the sound of words often imposes itself upon the mind for a perception of
their meanin g. This is particularl y liabl e to occur , and does in fact very
extensive ly occur , to devout reade rs of the New Testament. It is one evi),
amongst man y benefits , resultin g from earl y acquaintance with , and deep
veneration for , the language of scri pture. The best remed y is the perusal
of a version of which the phraseology is as dissimilar as is consistent with
strict fidelity. Camp bell' s translation of the Gospels, Wakefield' s and New-

The writer of th is admonition must labour iiude r considera ble mistak e both as to
the character of the persons to whom he addresses it , and as to the assumed facts
on which it is founded. What with the allu rements of the Establishment on the
one hand , and the bigotry of the Ort lvodox Dissenters on the other , the ran ks of
Unitarianism are kept tolerab ly well purged of all who can be drawn or dr iven from
their principles ; of all who require the concurrence of a multi tude to satisf y them
that they are in the ri ght path ; and who doubt the dictates of the " still small
voice" of truth , unless it find an immediate response in the clamours of popular
app lau.se. They have counted the cost of beiug in a minority.

It is not impossible that the last Report of the Unit arian Association , aod some
recent articles occasioned by it in this publica tipn , may have led the Congregmion-
alist int o the other mistak e with which he is so well satisfie d. Accustom ed aa be is
to the way in which reli gious societies deal with the public in thei r reports * this is
not surpris ing. Fresh from such docume nts as they send forth , we can excuse his
mistaking the frank exposure of occasional and temporary failures and discourage-
ments , and the ferv ent rebuke of indifference , for an intimation of that total die-
com fame wbose approach , it might indicate in othe r amue^ions. We cajn excuse,
too , his forgetting every symptom of progreas iveuess , however solid and decisive,,
which , fro m the very nature of the case , would not be forced on his notice , or per-
haps adverted to at all iu the productions referred to. Onr " failure " abroad will
bear a very advantageous comparison with the success of eTangelieul misaioDS hi the
same reg ion ; a,nd at hpme it must be a most unthankfu l view of the dealiqgs of
^rpvuieuce which fould make u* aqspect that we were " lighting ^gai u*t Gu4*

vi All
t hat we require , and what by the blessing of heaven we ho pe to excite , is, mor e ac-
tivi ty to reap the fields that are already ripe , or that are fast ri pening * unto tfre
har vest.
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cotne's of the whole New Testament, were well adapted for this purpose.
The Improved Version , formed .on the basis of the latter, gave it an extent
of circul ation which it never before possessed ; and the very diversity of
sty le which disqualified it for use, as to devotional purposes, rendered its
aid effici ent for detecting that self-deception which had mistaken a recol-
lection of the words f or  a knowledge of the sense of scripture. Then the
Improved Version gave the public the original text , as far as it has been re-
covered by the most diligent and successful criticism. The produce of the
labours of the learned was made common property. God's word was
cleansed from man's add itions. Christ ians have a ri ght to its possession so
purified ; but by whom else has that right been practically recognized ?
Wtiat have the wise and the powerfu l of other denominations done for the
unlearned in this particular ? They have left the community to this day
without the Word of God in its pure and undefiled state. Public Authority
only sanctions, Churches only use, Bible Societies only circulate, and Mis-
sionaries only translate from, an interpolated text ; and one which they all
know and alJow to be interpolated. How good and pious men answer for
this to their own consciences it concerns not us to inquire. But it does
concern us that they who have the honesty and the courage to separate the
chaff from the wheat, and to put into the hands of the people the words
written by the apostles without the forgeries which have been added, should
be remembered with honour and with blessing. And further, the Improved
Version not only gave the mere English reader the results of the Critic's re-
searches, and the Translator's labours, but furnished him with a rich collec-
tion of materials for the formation of his own j udgment upon disputed mat-
ters. The Introduction and-]Notes are a noble monument of the learning,
industry, and zeal of the Editor. He has laid bare the arcana of biblical
criticism to vulgar gaze ; brought it down, as Socrates did philosophy, from
the clouds to the abides of common life ; and on many a point which it
used to be the privilege of the learned to discuss, made the right of private
j udgment no longer a dead letter to the many, but one which they may
safely and profitabl y exercise. Defects and errors in this gre at work there
undoubted ly-are ; but it contains also, to a considerable extent, materials
for thei r correction ; and no student of the New Testament, learned or un-
learned , can fail , but through bis own fault, of finding its assistance highly
valuable.

The earliest of Mr. Belsham's publications, with the exception of single
sermons, was the " Review of Mr. Wilberforce's Treatise, entitled ' A Practical
View of the prevailing Religious System of Professed Christians,'" &c, 1798.
This work remains the most complete statement of Unitarian Christianity
which we have from his pen. What he considered the doctrines and the
spirit of the gospel are exhibited in contrast with those of the popula r system
as portrayed by the respectable, eloquent, and devout author of the " Prac-
tical View." Faith is opposed to faith, spirit to spirit, tendency to tendency.
The Divine character is vindicated from the imputation of vindictiveness,
human nature from that of total depravity, and Christian morality from that
of useless austerity . There is little , and the occasion did not requi re it, of
minute and elaborate discussion. The writer's obj ect was a general view of
the two Creeds in contrast ; and that obj ect is accomplished in a complete,
perspicuous, and impressi ve manner. ** Look on this picture, and on that."
A rapid glance is cast over the whole circle of theological topics. It is the
glance of one who kno ws the region well ; who is familiar wit h all its heights
and depths ; and who has thoroughl y mustered in detail the severa l particu-
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culars which are here presented in combination as a whole. There is great
power in th is work, more, we think , than in any other of Mr . Belsham's
productions , though he was always any thing but feeble. The subj ect itself
was elevat ing ; the great principles and general views of Christian truth are
eve r pre-eminently so; and he felt the inspiring dignity of his theme.

His next important work was not theological , though its connexion with
and bearing upon theol ogy are sufficientl y evident. In 1801, he published
the " Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind and of Moral Philo-
sophy.'*

Although this book cannot be recommended now, in preference to many
others, as a manual of mental philosophy, there are portions of it whose
worth is unrivalled. Chapters ix., xi. and xii. may be particularl y specified ,
on the Will , on Immateriality and Materialism, and on the Natura l Evidence
of a Future Life. They are most admirable summaries of the arguments
ad vanced on both sides of the questions to which they refer. The Au-
thor manifests his own op inions, an d they were decided ones ; but Mr.
Belsham was remarkable for never diminishing by his statement, but very
often increasing, the force of obj ections against his own opinions. It was an
honourable peculiarity. It evinced the sincerity with which he declared
that " to him, trut h was victory." The merit of these summary statements
has triump hed over sectarian antipathies, and been recognized by men whose
enl ighten ed minds and hostile creeds conferred a doubl e value on their praise.
Wherever the truth may be on these much contested points, it will be long
before the evidence will be any where found more concisely and yet lumin-
ousl y exhibited than in this volume.

Mr. Belsham was, as is well k nown , a follower of Hartley ; and resolved
all mental phenomena into the association of ideas. His theory of morals is
such as most nat u rall y, and as he thought necessarily, follows from that doc-
tr ine. He defines virtue to be " the tendency of an action , affection , habit,
or character, to the ultimate happiness of the agent." He contends that,
" un der the government of perfect wisdom and benevolence," the ultimate
happiness of the individual must needs coincide with "the greatest general-
good ;" and concludes that " self-love and benevolence can only be recon-
ciled by religion." The re are but eighty octavo pages of this treatise ; and
as much real knowledge of the subject may be gained by their study as by
that of the same number of volumes. Every moral system of celebrity is
noticed and characterized. The fallacies on which many of them are found-
ed are exposed by a few sentences in which the combination of brevity, sim-
plicity, and conclusiveness, is very striking. This part of the volume should
be kept in print and in circulation. A clear notion of the princi ple of mo-
rality is of more importance to its steady and consistent practice tha n many-
are apt to suppose. Without it there will occur, even in common life, cases
of conscience in which we shal l often be sadly afloat , and sometimes go sadly
astray. Nor are we safe in our interpretations of the preceptive passages of
Scri pture without this guidance. How else can the local and temporary be
distinguished with any degree of certainty from the permanent and universal?
The test indeed is sanctioned, nay, it is furnished by Scripture itself. The
New Testament does not contain a code of laws, prescribing particular ac-
tions, with penalties annexed ; but moral principles, which are, to a consi-
derable extent, left to be applied by ourselves to the peculiar circumstances
in which our lot may be cast. It always supposes, and sometimes expresses,
a general notion of goodness, a definition of virtue, which coincides, as
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seems to us, with that laid down by our Author in this brief but valuabl e
and useful treatise .

The remar ks on Mr. Belsha rfT s change of opinion havin g alread y con veyed
our estimate to the reader of his Calm Inquir y, we pass on to his Memoirs of
Theop hilus Lindsey.

It is interestin g to observe the stron g affection and deep veneration with
which Mr. Belsham ever regard ed his excellen t predecessor. They indicate
his heartfelt appreciati on of moral worth ; for in abilit y and attainment it can
scarcel y be imagined that he was wholly unconscious of a superiorit y which
must be sufficientl y evident to any one who has compared their productions.
Mr. Belsham's mind was of a much more sinewy and gigantic frame. It was
to the Unitarian Conf essor that his homa ge was paid , and the emotion was
deep and enduring in pro portion to the rar e meri t of its object. Throu gh
the more than twenty years that he survived , their past intercourse seemed
ever present to his memor y and their future reunion to his hope. What Mr ,
Lindsey would have thou ght and felt would occur stron gly to his mind at a
very recent period , and in matters of comparativel y triflin g interest . The
source of this feeling was that he believed his character *• to have been as
free from blemish , and to have approached as near to perfe ction , as human
frailt y would admit , or as that of any individua l since the apostol ic age."
There is something ver y touchin g and impressive in the following passage
towards the conclusion of his sermon , delivere d on occasion of Mr. Lindse y's
deat h, which occurred on the 1 lth of November , 1807.

" Beloved , venerable friend , farewelL To have been admitted as an asso-
ciate in labour and in friendsh ip with thee , and with thy most worth y and re-
vered coadjutor Dr . Priestley, has been the chief privilege of my life. To
have paid this last tribute of affection and homag e to thy memory and th y vir *
tiies, has been the most honourable office in which I could engage. And to
be united again to the same society, and in the same employments in a better
and happier state , is the sublimest felicity to which I asp ire."

In becoming the biogra pher of his friend and predecessor , it naturall y de-
volved on Mr. Belsham to delineate the then state of Unitarianism , arid its
previous history , at least in its relations to the Church of Eng land , and so far
as this had not been don e in the " Historical View/' Mr . Lindse y 's name is
identified with that portion of our an nals , and the record is wort hy of his
memory. In like manner should Mr. BelshanV s life be the continued history
of our cause , fro m that time to the present , nor can the re be any lack of ma-
terial s to render it as full of instruction and of encoura gement.

The chapter which relates to American Unitari anism was reprint ed in that
<joimWy, and occasioned a very ani mated controvers y. Its statements were
not affected , as to their genera l correctness ; and considerabl e good resulte d
mi the more bold and active assertion of their peculiar opinions to which our
Transat lantic bre thr en were thereby led.

But the great worth of the work is in its moral tone and tendenc y. That
sringte-foearted servant of Cbrist has left an ever-memorable example of the
purest integrit y. It was enou gh for him to hear the voice of the master ; he
was prepared to go whithersoever it might call him. His humble piety , his
earnest inqui ries after the path of duty , his prom pt determination and no less
prom pt action, his un failin g trust in Providence , his rejection of all compro-
mise! between the world ana conscience, and his meek and holy res ignatio n ,
fora * a picture which it was a privilege for his biographer to portra y, and is
a privi lege for u» to possess. We rise from the perusal with the emotion s
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which are due to a moral benefactor. Whsn the world shall have become
worthy of such men , if the causes, under heaven's blessing, of so mighty a
change can be distinctl y traced, their histories, recorded by ki ndred minds,
will probably be found to have been amongst the most efficient agencies of
the felicitous transformation.

The Translation and Exposition of Paul' s Epistles, the produce of labour
continued , at intervals, for thirty years, is a work which must ultimately find
its place, and that a prominent one, on the shelves of every good theological
library.

For the production of a commentary of high merit and permanent worth,
Mr. Belsham was eminently qualified. If he did not bring to the task that
profound and extensive acquaintance with classical literature which some
have possessed, he was intimately and critically conversant with the Greek of
the New Testament and the Septuagint, which is a much more important
requisite ; his attainments as a scholar were of no mean or limited descrip-
tion ; and he wel l knew how to avail himself of whatever could enrich his
work in the researches of the most eminent philologists. His translation is
avowedly rather " Eclectic" than ori ginal , and the remark may also be ap-
plied to his exposition. He did not affect novelty in the one, or eloquence
in the other. His object was to elucidate the meaning of his author, and he
has succeeded to a far greater extent than any commentator who preceded
him. From whatever quarter it might come, he welcomed any version, any
paraphrase, any criticism, by which any of the "things hard to be under-
stood*' in the Apostle's writings could be rendered more intelligible. By
accumulation, comparison , and selection, he constructed from the materials
furnished by others the most complete work of the kind which has yet been
produced. By the constant exercise of a sound judgment ; by steady ad-
herence to the pri n ciples of interpretation which he had laid down for his
own guidance ; and by ever keeping in view the design of the writer in
each of his epistles, and the drift and bearing of his argument, as previously
ascertained by those masterly analyses which are exhibited in the work it-
self, he gave a harmony and unity to the whole as unbroken as if it had
been the entire original production of a single mind. Some few discrepan-
cies which there are in it, are evidently occasioned by the variations which
must take place in the mind during so long a period, rather than by the
plan which he pursued. It would be difficult to point out any work with
which this can fairly be compared in which they are not much more
abundant.

There can be little doubt that in process of time this great contribution
to biblical criticism will render important service to the cause of Unitarian
Christianity. The latent proofs with which the Epistles abound , that P&ul*s
apostleship was of Christ, and that Christ's mission was of God, are wrought
out and set in the clearest light and nqost convincing form. Evidence,
most forcible and impressive, of the reality of the gospel revelation , is
elicited where the careless reader would not have suspected its existence ;
and in passages, often, which, if they had not repelled by their seeming
obscurity, would have been deemed fruitfu l only in objections and difficul-
ties. Nor is the effect of the light thus collected and thrown upon the pacjes
of this portion of Scripture less fatal to the speculations of the Trinita-
rian than to the objections of the Unbeliever. The modes of expression
which have so long been associated with his peculiar tenets are traced to
thei r sources, watched in their application , and shewn to afford him not even
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the shadow of support. The marked Unitarian character of the historical
books of the New Testament had long ago forced itself into notice ; and the
various shifts and evasions resorted to by the advocates of the opposite doc-
trine had distinctly shewn that in the Gospels and the Acts they felt them-
selves upon hostile ground. Retreating from the l i ght of our Lord's
preaching and that of his apostles, they sought shelter in the obscurity and
intricacies of epistles, those of Paul especially, which, fro m the very species
of composition to which they belong, the circumstances in which they ori-
ginated, the allusions w ith which they abound , and the peculiar character of
the writer, must needs afford them an ample covert , and ene from which it
would not be easy to dislodge them. It was fitting that the mysteries of
modern orthodoxy should pretend to derive thei r brightest proof from those
productions which were com paratively dark to contemporaries, and even to
a brother apostle. The eye which cannot , or will not, behold objects"in the
sunshine, may well rejoice when clouds interpose or mists arise, and hail
their gloom as the best medium for distinct vision. But it was also fitting
that this resource should be cut off ; that as far as is possible in this distant
age, the obscurities of these epistles should be dispelled, and their difficul-
ties explained ; that the gospels and the epistles should be harmonized, not
by the mystification of the former, but by the exposition of the latter ; that
the consistency should be evinced between the general principles which
Paul has distinctly and solemnly affirmed , and the phraseology which in
argument he has occasionally employed ; that his meaning should be traced
throughout bis writings, and shewn never to require, though it may some-
times be capable of, a Trinitarian interpretation. This great and good
work Mr. Belsham has accomplished. He has put Umtarianism in posses-
sion of the only part of Scripture, with the exception of here and there a
detached passage, which could be considered as debateable ground. In his
translation words may be exchanged for other words more apt and expres-
sive ; in his commentary phrases more perspicuous and explanatory may
be substituted for his phrases ; herogan useful addition may be made, and
there his work may be improved bwyi omission ; but what thus remains to
be done is trivial compared with what is done, and done for ever. The
proof is before the world, and in time the world will heed it, that Unitarian-
ism makes no partial appeal to Scripture, but is the doctrine of the Old Tes-
tament and of the New; of Moses and of Christ ; of the Evangelists and of the
Apostles ; of Peter and of Paul ; of the historical and of the argumentative
books ; of the earliest and of the latest ; of the sermons which were preach-
ed and of the epistles which were written ; of the plainest and simplest pas-
sages, and of those which are most fraught with difficulty and most liable to
perversion. A reproach is wiped away from our opinions which, although
it was never deserved, had never before received so ample a confu tation.

[To be continued.]

88- On the Character and Writings of the Rev. T. Belsham:



The best means of forming a due appreciation of the liberty which Dis-
senters now enjoy, is to look back to the times when the venerable cham-
pions of Nonconformity prepared the way for the victories over inj ustice
and intolerance which have distinguished our days. Such an appreciation
can be complete only when we turn from the historical record of the contests
between religious parties to the private relations of the lives of men who
were engaged in these contests. From such narratives only can we learn
how oppressive was the sense of political inj ury to ardent minds ; how sore
were the jealousies and the heart-burnings of the discomfited ; how intolera-
ble the exultation , or how insulting the patronage, of the powerful ; how
difficult , especially, it was to unite a spirit of Christian liberty and inde-
pendence with the gentleness, moderation, and disinterestedness required by
a Christian profession. Now that we can worship publicly without incur-
ring penalties—now that offices of public service are open to us—now that
our youth can be educated by their parents or by teachers of their choice,
we can form no idea of the restraints and difficulties which beset the path of
life in every direction, a century ago, if it so happened that the consciences
an d world ly interests of men were not exactly in accordance. We think
that we live in stirring times ; and so we do; but the stir is perhaps not
greate r, but only of a different kind fro m that which was taking place a cen-
tury ago. We congratulate ourselves on living at a period when the national
mind is in a state of unexam pled activity ; and we are ri ght ;  and we should
especially rejoice that this activity is shewn, not in forging new fetters for
conscience, not in elevating certain classes by the depression of others, for
the sake of party purposes, but in extending the bounds of political liberty,
and yet more eminentl y in releasing millions from the bondage of ignorance.
By looking" back for a single century, we may become aware how great a
privilege it is to relax the unceasing attention which was formerly necessar y
to preserve the remains, or the slight acquisitions, of religious liberty ; and
to tr ansfer the anxious concern which was before engrossed by party in-
terests upon the nobler office of labouring for the advancement of the na-
tional mind. If, on thus looking back, we are tempted to smile at the self-
im portance, or to wonder at the contracted not ions, of some of our Pres by-
terian fore fathers, we should remember how their minds were moulded by
the pressure of their times, and cease to be surpri sed that, whi le fought for
by contending parties in the state, members of the body should overrate
the ir own consequence ; and that while the only question was between Con-
form ity and bare Toleration , they should not have formed very enlarged
conceptions of the princi ples, the rights and enjoyments, of perfect religious
liberty. Of such princip les, rights, and enjoyments, we can now form a
higher conceptio n than could have been entertained by them ; and we have
happil y advanced nearly as far towards the attainment of freedom as is pos-
sible under an un ion of Church and State ; yet changes as important as
those on which we congratulate ourselves may be reserved for the coming
centur y ; and if we could revisit our earthly homes at the end of that time,
we might find our posterity wondering over the abuses in the church which
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are not yet rectified, and the restrictions of which we still complain. We
might find the halls of learning open to them as to ail * marriage vows di-
vested of the obligation to perj ury, and religious liberty the law of society as
it already is the law of the land. Those will be stirring times. Men will
then be at liberty to forget interests which , however important to us, will to
them appear petty in comparison with others which will be opening upon
them. War will be waged against oppression on a larger scale, and the
rights of nations will be urged and established when those of sects and par-
ties are no longer in question ; and thus, we trust , will society ad vance with
a continuall y accelerated progress, political liberty pioneering the way for
moral and Christian freedom , till He who ordains and overrules the revolu-
tions of human affairs^ shall see fit to end these contests by visibly centering
in himself all rule and authority and power.

By such works as the volumes before us, we are carried back into the
midst of the excitements of the ti me to which they relate. The court, with
its intrigues and factions—the dissensions in the royal family, extended and
aggravated among their adherents—apprehension s of heresy in the church—
rumours of treason in the parliament—prot racted and sanguinary wars on the
continent—mighty contests of fleets at sea—plots, real or pretended , among
the Catholics—vigilant measures of defence on the part of the Protestants—¦
appear events of so much importance as to leave little room for lesser cares,
and small op portunity for the li ghter occupations and am usements of life.
Yet Bolingbroke found time for philosophy and theology, arid many less
harmless pursuits. The licence of morals and manners which accompanied
the restoration were still prevalent , and pleasure was the aim and object of
multitudes who were wanted for a higher service. This was the Augustan
age of our literature, and a new energy pervaded the world of letters. Fierce
contests were waged in the bosom of the church , and its agitations were
spread through every rank of society. Suspicion and dissimulation reigned
in the court ; angry debates, with an occasional mysterious agreement be-
tween adverse parties, fixed men's attention on both houses of parliament ;
wit abounded at Wills*s, and literature at the Kit-kat Club ; licentiousness
prevailed at places ot public resort ; the Papists were scowling abroad or
plotting at home ; bishops scandalized their profession by their feuds ; while
*' the Body" with w hom we have the most to do, were concentrating their
wisdom in defence of their ri ghts, looking comp lacently on all who courted
them, congratulating one another on every escape from the seducing temp-
tations of flattery, but withal, highl y elated wilh every mark of royal favour.
They met, they consulted , they contrived , they suggested, and listened to
suggestions, hop ing, longing to be admitted into the bosom of mother
church , but too honest to secure the privilege by a sacrifice of conscience :
seizing every pretence for going up to court , to make the most of their loy-
alty, and most humbly gratefu l to any who would point out to them a me-
thod of conciliating the powers that were. Inasm uch as they hoped for a
union with the churc h, they happil y failed ; and thus far their amiable
exertions were in vain. Their numbers dwindled away, those who re-
mained became subject to new oppressions , and many a venerable mem-
ber of the Body left the world with a sigh at the darkening state of the po-
litical horizon. The Act of Toleration was hailed as the bright morning
star of reli gious libert y : but the clouds again gathered. They are> how-
ever , dispersed . We have passed through the twili ght , and can now reckon
w ith cheerfu l hope on the full noon of unintercepted Christian liberty .

W hen at this distance of time we look back on the struggles of the Non-
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conformists in the reigns of the last of the Stuarts, William III., Anne, and
George I., it appears almost inexp licable wh y they did not base their Non-
conformity on the broad and firm ground of objection , that religion is in-
jured by an alliance with the state. But of this princi ple it is difficult to
discover a trace among the most honest and the most enlightened of the
sufferers under the Act of Uniformity, or any subsequent document of like
impious nature. As the Act of Uniformity contained five despotic requisi-
tions , there were five valid argu ments for resistance, and it was not therefore
to be wondered at that the ejected ministers vacated their offices for various
reasons. The greater number could not give their assent to every word
contained in the Book of Common Prayer, especially as it was impossible
for many to obtain a sight of this evangelical volume previous to the fatal
St. Bartholomew Day. Others obj ected to re-ordination ; others hesitated
to admit the pri nciple of non-resistance ; while not a few were troubled
with scruples about vestments " white , black, and grey,"— postures, gestures,
and other non-essentials, unworthy of ecclesiastical authority to impose, or of
enlarged minds to cavil at. No common princi ple of action arose from this
va riety of obj ections. While the sufferers courageously underwent the pe-
nalt ies of their conscientiousness, they still sighed for admission within the
pale of the church , and were not a little elated when it came to their turn to
be conciliated by the court. When , in the reign of James II. , the dispens-
ing power was declared to be a legal and indefeasible branch of the royal
prerogative, and a suspension of all penal laws in matters of religion was
proclaimed, the Nonconformists , tho ugh not backward in testifying thei r
wonder at this triumph of despotism, could not but express some signs of ex-
ultation under the new sense of their importance. While the Lord Mayor
and t hose of the Aldermen who were professed Dissenters chose to dispute the
power assumed by the King, by qualifyin g themselves for office according
to the requisitions of the Test laws, and thus provoked his Maj esty to declare
that " the Dissenters were an il l-natured and obstinate people, not to be
gained by any indulgence," the greater number of these " obstinate people"
were wistfully looking for an entrance wit hin the forbidden pale. Their
hopes were raised from time to time by the hints thrown out by the heads
of the ch urch, not onl y that a genera l toleration should be declared, but that
a liberal comprehension might be rendered practicable by the abolition of
the most rigorous terms of conformity. They rej oiced, as wel l they might,
at the Act of Toleration ; but they were still far too easily satisfied. They
still were not aware that the aut hority to tolerate was an arbitrary assump-
tion ; and they yet antici pated the opportunity of conforming, as the happy
consummation of the wishes of the body. With feverish anxiety they
watched the three futile attempts to pass the bill against Occasional Con-
formity, though they differed widely among themselves respecting the honesty
and the policy of the practice ; and when at last, after an oblivion of seven
years, it was passed in mysterious rapidity and silence, they complained,
not of the inj ustice of imposing penalties on obedience to conscience, or of
the radical errors in an Establishment which made such impositions politic.
but of the hardshi p and desertion to which their particular body were com-
pelled to submit. While suffering under the extreme insult inflicted by the
passing of the Schism Bill , their eyes do not appear to have been opened to
the fundamental cause of the injuries under which they groaned. While
their spir its rebelled against the tyranny which prohibited their interference
in the business of education , it does not seem to have occurred to them to
investigate the origin of the power by w hich they were oppressed, or to
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question the legitimacy of the u nion between ecclesiastical and civil autho-
rity. They did not object to a national establishment as such ; they were
far from professing to disapprove of the government of the church by bi-
shops ; they were strongly attached to the theological system contained in
the Thirty-nine Articles, and to the use of a public formulary of worshi p.
While they had before their eyes dail y examples of the impossi bility of ex-
pressing varying opinions in unchanging language ; while they bitterly felt
the evils arising from an arbitrary assumption of spiritual authority ; while
they mourned for the dissensions which disgraced the church , and which in<-
variably broke out in their own body as soon as tests and subscriptions
were proposed, they were still blind to the radical defects of the system, and
their successors only arrived at this important knowledge by the imperious
teachings of a melancholy experience. They deserve to be held in all ho-
nour for their uprightness, and to be regarded with gratitude for thei r emi*-
nent services to the best of causes ; but our respect and gratitude cannot
preclude our wonder and regret that they should consent and even desire to
confine the ever-expanding influences of rel igion within the strait Iimit3 of
conventional forms, and to enchain its free spirit to the crumbling edifices
of human power, from which, as it is destined to survive them , it is also
destined ultimately to escape. When called to account for their Noncon-
formity, their appeal was (among other authorities) to Chillingworth , who,
strange to say, was held in equal veneration by a great number who be-
longed to the church. It is marvellous that while appealing to such passages
as the following, the ground of difficulty should be, not the intervention of
human authority, but the rigorous nature of the terms of conformity.

cc If a church supposed to want noth ing necessary, require me to profess
against my conscience that I believe some error, though never so small and
innocent , which I do not believe, and will not allow me her communion but
upon this condition , in this case the church, for requiring this condition, is
schismatical, and not I, for separating fro m the church."

" The presumptuous imposing of the senses of men upon the words of God,
the special senses of men upon the general words of God, and laying them
upon men's consciences together, under the equal penalty of death and dam-
nation ; this vain conceit that we can speak of the things of God better than
in the words of God ; this deifying our own interpretations , and tyrannous
enforcing them upon others ; this restraining of the word of God from that
latitude and generality, and the un derstandings of men from that liberty
wherein Christ and the apostles left them , is and hath been the only fountain
of all the schisms of the church, and that which makes them immortal : the
common incendiary of Christendom, and that which (as I said before) tears
in pieces, not the coat, but the bowels and members of Christ ; Ridente
Turc& nee dolente Ju dteo. Tak e away these walls of separation , and all will
quickl y be one. Take away this persecuting*, burning, cursing, damning" of
men for not subscribing to the words of men as the words of God. Require
of Christians only to believe Christ , and to call no man master but him only.
Let those leave claiming infallibility that have no title to it, and let them that
in their words disclaim it, disclaim it likewise in their actions. In a word,
take away tyranny, which is the Devil's instrument to support errors and su-
perstitions and impieties, in the several parts of the world, which could not
otherwise long- withstand the power of truth. I say, take away tyrann y, and
restore Christians to their just and full liberty of captivating their under-
standing* to scripture only ; and as rivers, when they have a free passage, run
all to the ocean, so it may well be hoped, by God's blessing*, that universal li-
berty, thus moderated, may quickly reduce Christendom to truth and unity."
—Religion of Protestant *, &c.
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If it be true, as some are sanguine in hoping, that a reform in matters
more important than the temporalities of the Established Church is about
to be proposed, it were m uch to be wished that the higher powers would
immediately take to the study of Chillingworth , from, whom they might not
only receive a caution to beware of legislating too much, but also some hints
to examine into th eir right of legislating at all in religious concerns.

No part of the work under our consideration appears to us so interesting
as the detail given by the future historian of Nonconformity of his views and
feelings when the time arrived for him to choose whether he would be
Churchman or Dissenter. Notwithstanding the circumstances of his descent,
he had as much power of unbiassed choice in this important question as is
possible in a case where all the worldly inducements lie on one side. He
was the grandson of the eminent divine who was distinguished among the
eje cted ministers, who at the same time with Baxter refu sed a bishopric,
and who was also well known as one of the authors of that celebrated book,
bearing the signature of Smectymnuus, which, it was fondly hoped, would
end the difficulties of the Nonconformists. Other members of the Calamy
family were also eminent for integrity and talent ; but the influences of their
modes of thought and action did not descend with much force upon the
subject of the present work, as he lost his father while very young, and
received much of his ed ucation abroad. On his return from Utrecht, he
spent a year at Oxford, and there he applied himself to the consideration of
the great question , on the issue of which the duties and prospects of his
whole future life depended . It is observable that his views at this time
were more enlarged than those, not only of most of his companions in
exclusion , but which he himself held in after years. We can only extract
a short portion of this interesting department of the work.

" I had it now particularly under consideration whether I should deter-
mine for conformity or nonconformity. I thought Oxford no unfi t place to
pursue this matter in. I was not likely there to be prej udiced in favour of
the Dissenters, who were commonly run down and ill spoken of. I was en-
tertained from day to day with what tended to give any man the best opinion
of the church by law established. I was a witn ess of her learning*, wealth,
grandeur, and splendour. I was treated by the gentlemen of the University
with all imaginable civility. I heard their sermons, and frequently attended
their public lectures and academical exercises . I was free in conversation as
opportunities offered ; and was olten argued with about consorting with such
a despicable, such an unsociable sort of people as the Nonconformists were
represented. But I took all occasions to express my heart y respect and value
for real worth, wherever I could meet with it.—I carefully studied my Bible,
and particularly the New Testamen t, and found the plain worship of the Dis-
senters, as far as I could j udge, more agreeable to that, than the pompous
way of the Church of England. I read Church History, and could not help
observing, with many others that have gone before me, that as the fondness
for chu rch power and pomp increased, the spiri t of serious piety declined
and decayed among those that bore the name of Christians. I read several
of the Fathers," &c— P. 224.

" I with care read over the Articles, Liturgy, Homilies, and Canons of the
Church of England, which contain the English impositions, and weighed the
terms of conformity as the law had settled them, and found several th ings
required which, after the strictest search and inquiry I was able to> make, I
could not perceive God had given an y men power or commission to impose
upon others, or discern how my compliance could be proved a proper duty.
1 could not see but that in such things, God had left me full liberty to act as
most inclined. Since man had done so too, by the act passed in Parliament
tor toleration , I apprehended it would be my best way to use the liberty given
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me both by God and man , and without condemning" others (whom I was free
to leave to stand or fall to their ovvn master; to keep at as good a distance as
I could from human impositions, and while I endeavoured to preserve both
my doctrinal scheme, and the way of worship I fell in with, as agreeable to
the sacred Scripture as I was able, to wait and see if any alterations might,
in my time, be made in the public settlement which I could fall in with,
without doing violence to, or disturbin g the peace of my own mind and con-
science. Finding the peace of the church the grand argumen t for compli-
ance with the impositions prescribed , I maturely considered that also, and
found that, if carried too far, it would infallibly bring a sort of spiritual
slavery into the church, which I could not perceive I was any more obliged
to encourage, countenance, or support, than civil slavery in the state. Upon
this foot, I determined for Nonconformity. I, at the same time, resolved
that I would ever study the things that made for peace and mutual edifica-
tion, and do all that in me lay to promote a catholic- spirit and brotherly
love ; and avoid, as much as I was able, narrowness, bitterness, wrath , cla-
mour, and evil-speaking, and other such like fruits of the flesh ; tog ether
with giving offence to any in the use of my liberty : ' keeping the unity of the
spiri t in the bond of peace/ Thus doing, I thoug ht I could never be justl y
charged with that uncharitableness and disaffection which passes in scripture
under the name of Schism."—I. p. 258,

Having once determined in favour of Nonconform ity \ Dr. Calamy
espoused the cause with great zeal , and advanced it by applying his talents
and learning to its defence and historical illustration. He published an
abridgment of Baxter's History of his Life and Times, accompanied by an
account of the persons ejected or silenced by or before the Act of Unifor-
mity. Tbis account was enlarged and improved by him from time to time,
as new materials could be collected, till it became very complete. It now
remains an honourable testimony to the zealous industry of its compiler ;
and it has proved a valuable gift to society ; having supplied a noble col-
lection of Memoirs, which would otherwise, in all probability, have been
lost. The publication of this work occasioned attacks upon the author and
his party, which perpetually renewed the long-debated questions between
the Church and the Dissenters. In this controversy, Dr. Calamy repeated ly-
distinguished himself by his able defence of Nonconformity. The time for
these things is gone by ;  and his tracts are no longer interesting to the
generality of readers ; but it should not be forgotten how much the cause is
indebted to him, or how great and how valuable was his influence in his
day. We have mentioned that a di versity of opinion existed in Parliament ,
and through every rank of society, respecting occasional conformity. For
political reasons, great importance was attached by the government to the
Bill which was brought forward to interdict the practice, and the excitement
spread among all sects and parties in the kingdom. At the time of the first
unsuccessful attempt to pass the bill, (1702,) Prince George of Denmark ,
himself an occasional Conformist, and habitually attending the Danish
chapel, div ided in favour of the bill ; and is reported to have said in his
broken English to Lord Wharton , on passing below the bar , previous to the
division , " My herte is vid you." On the next attempt, Prince George
and several Peers connected with the court absented themselves, the power
of the Whi gs being then on the increase. On this occasion Bishop Burnet
made an able and impressive speech in opposition to the bill ; to which
measure it appears he was moved by a conference with two Nonconfor-
mist divines, of which Dr. Calamy gives us the fol lowing report :

" He had invited me to come and see him when he was at Westminster,
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and told me lie should be glad to talk over such things as these more full y
and freely, and discourse with me sometimes upon public occurrences, which
might be no way disadvantageous : and I must own the motion was not dis-
agreeable. Accordingly, the very evening before the famous conference
about the Occasional Bill, Mr. Robinson and I waiting on his Lordship toge-
ther at St. Jam es's, he received us with very great civility, and when we sig-
nified our particular design in givin g him that trouble, he appeared to take it
well, and gave us all imaginable encouragement to be fran k and open with
him. He told us he could not see how such a practice as that of corning to
the sacrament according to the Church of Englan d, merely to quali fy for a
place, could possibly be ju stified ; but should be very willing to hear any
thing that could be offered.

" We told his Lordship that the communicating with the Church of En-
gland was no new practice among the Dissenters, nor of a late date, but had
been used by some of the most eminent of our ministers ever since 1662,
with a design to shew their charity towards that church, notwithstanding they
apprehen ded themselves bound in conscience ordinarily to separate fro m it ;
and that it had been also practised by a number of the most understanding
people among them, before the so doing* was necessarv to qualify for a place.
We reminded him that Mr. Baxter anfi Dr. Bates had done it all along, and
been much refle cted on by several of their own friends on this account ; and
added, that should the bill then depending pass into a law, it would not onl y
give great disturbance to a number of her Majesty 's most loyal subj ects , con-
trary to ail rules of policy, which required to keep all quiet and easy at home ,
wh en there was such a hazardous and expensive war to be carried on abroad ;
but would bid fair for destroyin g that little charity yet remaining among us,
and make the breach between the two parties wider than ever.

cc His Lordship heard with great attention what we at that time offered
upon these and other heads, and by his speech afterwards in the conference,
we had the satisfaction to see that our labour was not wholly lost. I, for my
part, by what I observed on this occasion, was fully convinced that it might
answer very good ends for some of us sometimes to wait on great men tbat
would admit us to freedom of discourse upon critical contingencies."—I. p.
472.

Nothing can be clearer than that there must be something radically wrong
in the administ ration of ecclesiastic affairs , where society is divided , as we
have seen it was, on a point of common integrity , and when such a case of
conscience as the following could be submitted to the casuistry of a divine :

" About this time (1706), I was applied to by a certain gentleman of the
lon g robe, with a question on a case of conscience , to which lie earnestly de-
sired I would give an answer in writing . The question or case proposed was
th is •

" c Whether a gentleman , whose moderation in the debates between the
Conformists and Nonconformists is well known , who lias publicly declared him-
self in his jud gment on the side of the Nonconformists as to their capital plea
of the necessity of a farther reformatio n both as to worship and discipline,
and has publicl y communicated wit h them at the Lord's table, as well as with
the Established Church , and has pleaded for such interchan geable commu-
nion with each party, as requisite to the supporting that little charity that
there is yet left among us ; whether such a gentleman may, with a safe con-
science, for a while withdraw from all the worshi pping assemblies of the
Nonconformists, in hope and prospect of a considerable public post , in which
lie may (probab l y) be capable of doing much service to the public, and par-
ticn larl y of serving the cause of charity, by his interest and influence.'

" To the question proposed , 1 made the following return :
" ' The solution of this case appears to me very plainl y to depend upon

th e fair weighin g, in an even balance, of the good which such a gentleman
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may be supposed capable of reaching by such a course, and the damage and
mischief that may be likely from thence to accrue ; together with.a just com-
parison of the degree of likelihood and probability there may be, of the good
on the one hand, and the mischief on the other.— For there are two things
that are most indubitably certain : viz. th at neither is a great mischief to be
hazarded for the sake of a small benefit ; nor is a probable, much less a
certain public damage to be incurred for the sake of a private, or uncertain
public advantage.—Whosoever thwarts either of th ese principles, seems
directly to run the hazar d of dishonouring that God to whose service he
ought to be entirely devoted ; and of disturbing the peace of his own mind,
upon reflection.' . . . .  'In short, then , though I canno t say but it might be
a possible thing for a man to take the course here proposed, and not be justly
chargeable with doing evil that good might come ; yet, as circumstances at
presen t stand with us, I cannot forbear apprehending that he would do more
harm than good. And it is my settled judgmen t th at such a gentleman would
better maintain his own reputation, and more effectuall y secure bis general
usefulness ; and particularl y be more capable of serving the cause of charity
among us, by a continued open adherence to his professed princi ple, and
public acting according to it, than by a politic compliance with such as lay
noth ing less to heart than religion.—I humbly coneeive that all men that
have any sense of honour, will more value so steady a gentleman , than one
whom they can be able to influence to serve a turn ; and that such a gentle-
man , if he upon all occasions publicly owns the charitable bottom he goes
upon , will be likely to have more peace in his own spirit in his last hours,
than if by a seeming to fall in with the schemes of politicians (though upon
vbews quite different from theirs) he involves himsel f in difficulties by which
it is so easy to be ensnared, and so hard a thing to avoid it/"—Vol. TI. p. 56.

After many fears of '* being ensnared," and divers consultations how
" to avoid it ," a great number of persons, who held office, were content to
absent themselves from conventicles for seven years, and to practise only
that restrained way of worship which the law allowed.

In consequence of the death of Queen Anne , on the very day when the
Schism Act was to have come into operation , the Dissenters were spared the
infliction of its insults and inj uries. It became at once almost a dead letter,
till its formal repeal , 5 George I. It proved , after all , an evil of less mag-
nitude to the Nonconformists than their own breaches of harmony—than the
terri ble out-pouring of each other 's wrath , on occasion of the meddling
spirit of some who endeavoured to impose a sort of test , in relation to the
doctrine of the Holy Trinity, as to which the body of the Dissenters were
(" unkindl y and without any j ust ground ," says Dr. Calamy) represent ed
as wavering aud unsettled . It is not our intention to go into the particulars
of a quarrel which took place a hundred and ten years ago ; nor should we
have adverted to it at all , but for the clear proof which it affords of the evil
and danger of interfering with men's conv ictions so far as to endeavour to
bring them all to the same st andard.

Here we see a large body of men , eminent for their piety to God and
services to man, united in the highest objects of pursuit , and more closely
dra wn together than any class can be which has not been ex posed to com-
mon injuries and suffering—a body, w hose one bond of union was their
resistance to the imposition of human authority, splitting their forces, and
endangering their existence as a party, by proposing impositions of the very
same kind with those against w hich they had struggled so long, and in the
resistance to which they had made such va rious and painfu l sacrifices. Tbis
is but another page in tbe record of human inconsistencies ; but it is too
instructive to be passed over unnoticed .
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The result of the fierce contention between the advocates and opponents
of subscri ption to the test, (about the fratning of which its proposers could not
un ite ,) was—not agreement, nor even an external show of agreement—but
the confirmation of each party in its own opinions, and such an excitement
of unchristian feelings, that 4i the whole city was filled with their noise and
clamour, and little stories were fetched and carried about, to the inflaming
matters, day after day. In the mean time, among the standers-by, some
greatly rejoiced at their exposing themselves so wretchedly. Others as
heartily grieved and mourned in secret at their bitter animosity and con-
tention ; and religion sadly suffered from their invectives against each
other."

Dr. Calamy, in whose character we remark a most amusing mixture of
shrewdness and simplicity, was very carefu l to keep out of the quarrel , and
managed with all discretion to do so. The Editor of the present work in-
forms us that Dr. C. had never qualified for preaching by subscribing to
certain of the Thirty-nine Articles, as required by the Act of Toleration , and
that, therefore, he could not with safety j oin either party, lest his secret
should be discovered . Had this motive not existed, the worthy Divine
would, we imagine, have acted in precisely the same manner, as the calm-
ness of his temper and the moderation of his principles made him averse to
contention , while the worldly prudence which he early studied to acquire,
inclined him to maintain a friendl y understanding with all sects and parties.
He fell not entirely in with either Subscribers or Non-subscribers, but kept
up his correspondence with both, and received civilities from each. He
tells us, however, that he was ready at all ti mes to declare for the true
eternal divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that had this doctrine been the
subject of dispute at the meeting at Salters' Hal l, he durst not in conscience
have been at all backward in stating his convictions. But he held that the
meet ing had a different object, and therefore absented himself; holding
himself in readiness to join with " a fl ying squadron ," which might pos-
sibly interpose to end the battle. There were too many side winds blowing,
however, to hring up such a squadron in time, as the Doctor probably
anticipated. He thought himself the less obl iged to interfere as he was at
this time in a course of sermons on the Trinity, which would prove his
theological opinions to be sound. These sermons, in num ber thirteen, (the
doctrine could not certainly be proved by fewer ,) containing, among other
things, a vindication of 1 John v. 7, from being spurious, were published
in the next year. They were dedicated to the King, (George I.,) and a
copy was presented to his Majesty by the hands of the Divine himself.
The account of the interview and its results is so amusing, as presenting a
picture of the emotions of a Nonconformist mind in the presence of Majesty,
and of the simplicity which peculiarly characterized Dr. Calamy, that we are
tem pted to give it entire.

" On this occasion I thought that if King George might be induced to allow
of a dedication to him, it might bring more persons to read the Discourses.
Therefore I applied to Lord Townshend, Secretary of State, requesting his
Lordship would be so good as to mention it to the King, and let me know
his Majesty's answer. His Lordship undertook it with great readiness, sig-
nifying his well-pleasedness with my publishing discourses at that junct ure,
upon that subject ; and saying, I need not doubt but his Majesty would be
very free to allow my prefixing- his name; but that when he saw me next he
would let me know more.

" When I went again to his Lordship, he told me lie had made my request
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known to the King, who freely gave leave for what I desired. He was. pleased
to add, that if I would let him see my Dedication when it was finished, he
would give me his free thoughts upon it. When I carried it to him he read
it three times over. I offered to alter any thing his Lordship might judge
not so proper ; but he told me he would not have me alter a word, aud he
was satisfied it would be acceptable. I then asked his Lordship if he would
be pleased to do me the farther honour of presenting a copy of my book to
his Majesty, when it was finished and bound. He told me he would readily
do it, if I desired it, but he would rath er advise me to wait on the King, and
present it myself, and he would be my introducer. I humbly thanked him,
and having some well bound, waited on his Lordship, who brought me to the
King in his closet, between ten and eleven in the morning.

" I humbly presented my book to his Majesty, who received me very gra-
ciously, took it into his hands, and looked on it ; and then was pleased to tell
rne, he took us Dissenters for his hearty frie nds, and desired rne to let my
brethre n in the city know, th at in the approaching election of members of
Parliament, he depended on them to use their utmost influenc e, wh erever
they had any interest, in favour of such as were hearty for him and his family.
I freel y told his Majesty, that he might upon good grounds be assured, that
they were very much disposed that way ; but that I would not fail of letting
my brethren know the honour his Majesty did them, to declare with so much
frankness his dependence upon them in this case. Observing there were
many waiting without , I took my leave, and went down the back stairs.

" Lord Townshen d soon followed me, and asked me how I liked my recep-
tion. I told his Lordship he was so very good, and his Majesty so exceeding
gracious, that I must be utterl y stupid, if I was not very thankful. I addea,
that I had ordered my servant to leave one of my books at his Lordship's,
which he would find there on his return ; and that as to his Majesty's m essage
by me to my brethren, his Lordship should hear from me about it in two or
three days without fail. His Lordship told me, his Maj esty designed me a
present, and I should hear from his brother Walpole about it, whom he was
ordered by his Majesty to speak to.

" Going the very next day into the city, I got some few of each of the
Three Denominations together, and delivered the message fro m his Majes ty.
They, with unanimity, desired me to signify to Lord Townshen d, that they
were very thankfu l to his Majesty for the honour he did them, and should not
disappoint his expectations, complying with wh ich they took to be their
interest an d duty both. And I did it accordingly." . . . . " A f ew days after
this, 1 had a message from the Treasury sen t by Mr. Walpole, wath a bill for
fi fty pounds out of his Maj esty's royal bounty, for which he brought a receipt
in form, which I signed with humble thanks."—Vol. II. p. 444.

Perhaps, on the next Sabbath , the worthy divine preached with a serene
conscience, from the text , " Of whose hand have 1 received any bribe to
blind mine eyes therewith ?"

Did the Dissenters at thi s time know why they were courted by every
political party in turn ? Were they pleased at it as an acknowledgment of
their influence ? Or did tbey attribute it to some peculiar , inexp licable
merit in their body ? However it was, they seemed little aware of the fai r
occasion they gave to the wittici sm, that " the Nonconformists were used
like King David's heifers—first made to draw the cart, and tben burnt with
the wood of it."

Dr. Calamy is an excellent representati ve of the body. His descrip-
tions of himself, and yet more, his revelations of himself in the book before
us, serve as a pretty faithfu l picture of a Nonconformist in the ahstract, in
those days. We find much hon esty , and yet a certain tendency to time-
serving : much simp licity, jo ined with a prodigious reverence for the great :
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much shrewdness alternatin g with an almost infan tine credu lity ; a ver y
edifying degree of Chri sti an charit y, which is sometimes supplanted by a
narrown ess now rarel y found among the enlightened classes of society ; and
fina lly, a most active zeal for the spiritual welfare of others, and general
disinterestedness , joined with such a share of world ly prud ence as would
have graced a commercial profession- It would be easy to illustrate each of
these qualities by anecdotes ; but we have not room for more than one or
two extra cts which will shew somethin g of the humour with which the
divin e could note down the weaknesses of the orthodox , and the superstition
which found place in the mind of the most disti nguished adversar y of the
fanaticis m of th e French Prop hets.

" Dr. Wallis , (an old-fashioned divine , hut a great ornament to the Oxford
University,) preach ing before the Universit y at St. Mar y's, upon the doctrine
of Regeneration , which that auditor y was not much used to hear of, and
stat ing and proving it out of the Holy Scri ptures , the scholar s stared at one
anothe r , lau ghed at the preacher , ridicule d the sermon , and seemed not to
know what to mak e of it. Being inform ed of this , when it came to his turn
to preach there next , he insisted upon the very same doctrine ; but instead
of endeavouring to clear and illustrate it from Scri pture , lie supported it from
the Articles , the Service-book , and the Homilies of the Church of England ,
together with the writi ngs of eminent English divines . Then it was much
approved , and passed off very well." —Vol. I. p. 272.

Of the sacrifice of Lord Russel l he says,
" The death of this lord in such a manner was a heavy stroke upon the

noble Bedford famil y, that has bee n so remark able for adhering to the tru e
civil and religious interest of Englan d, from the time of the Reform ation.
Thoug h the loss of the eldest branch of it, in a way and manner so affecting' ,
must be owned a very dar k and melanchol y Providence , yet many have
thou ght this Lord' s fath er matching with Lad y Ann, daughter of the famous
Robert Carr , Earl of Somerset , (which Earl was such a pro digy of wicked-
ness in the rei gn of Kin g James I.,) when he might have had his choice of any
lad y almost in the kind gom, might somewhat help to account for it."—Vol. 1.
p. 112.

The full account which we find of the trouble s in the Synod of Belfast is
interestin g from its analo gy with the events which have of late dra wn our
attention to the stru ggles of our breth ren in the North of Ireland. When we
read Dr. Calam y's histor y of the contentions the re , we cannot but feel sur-
prise and shame that men should be so slow to learn what is essential in re-
ligion , so unwi lling to be actuated by th e spirit of Christ. These debates ,
we are told , *c had a great affinity with tha t which the English Presb yterians
had sp lit upon , shortl y before ,—concernin g human forms as authoritative
tests of ortho doxy, and the expediency of professing articles of faith in those
forms, in order to remove jealousies." More than a centur y has passed
away, and the battl e has been renewed , and the contest ended (if it be
ended ) by the same sacrifices of temper and princi ple on one side, and of
worldl y interes t on the other. The debates whose progress we have watch-
ed , have also " a great affinity '' with those lamented by Dr. Calam y, with
all which , from the apostolic age , have distu rbed the peace, impaired the
influence , and disgraced the character of the church of Christ ; and with the
future contentions which will occasionall y arise till men cease to unite a
Phari saical with an evangelical spirit , and to mix with their gospel pr each-
ings an imp ious cry for fi re from heaven.
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The quarrel began, as usual, with differences of opinion about subscrip-
tion to articles, and as usual, it proceeded to individual persecution ; Mr.
Thomas Kevin being called to take his trial for having dropped such words
as these, that "it is no blasphemy to say, that Christ is not God." Mr.
Nevin repels with horror the imputation of being an Arian ; and, by bring-
ing the Jews into the argument, manages to get off with no worse reproof
from our author than for a want of caution, while his accusers are declared
to have displayed the worst qualities attendant on spiritual despotism. As
usual, too, these events led to a very full discussion, and tracts and pamphlets
were multiplied and widely dispersed, insomuch that., as Dr. Calamy says,

<( It has since been debated by several whether, all things considered, this
breach and separation did more good or hurt. Whether, since they could
not agree to differ more amicably, it were Bot better and more eligible for
their ministers to consider and debate about the affairs of religion in their
several congregations separately, without heat, than to pretend to meet
together for that purpose, and run into heats and quarrels, heart-burnings
and contentions, railing and mutual accusations of each other, to the discre-
dit of their characters and profession, and the scandalizing of standers-by and
lookers-on.5'—-Vol. II. p. 487.

If the divine really thought this a doubtful matter, what would he have
felt under the fore-knowledge that at the end of a century certain imposers
and remonstrants would no longer " agree in concluding upon a declaration
concerning the eternal and independent deity of our Lord Jesus Christ," and
that it could no longer be affirmed that on that point none among them were
" erroneous" ? What would he have thought of the meditated "union of all
the Remonstrants, from various Synods, in a body, whose distinguishing
princi ple should be, resistance to subscription ? What would he have
thought of many other signs of the times in Ireland which to us are cheer-
ing, but which would probably have driven him to a solution of the ques-
tion proposed above, directly opposite to that which he appears inclined to
adopt ?

Dr. Calamy died in 1732, in the sixtieth year of his age, having rendered
very eminent services to society in various ways, and leaving a reputation
deservedly high, as a writer, a preacher, and a man. He is now, and will
henceforth be, chiefly known as the historian of Noncon formity . His works
prove him to have been eriven to very industrious research ; though from
the volumes before us we should have imagined the world rather than the
study the scene of his exertions. His observation of the living world , pub-
lic and private, appears to have been very extensive, and in many instances
very acute and just ; though in not a few cases, the prejudices incidental to
his times and circumstances have perverted his judgment of facts, and im-
paired the value of his testimony. Such instances are so easily detected,
that they are of little importance, and from their amusing character are
likely to increase rather than lessen the good-humour which can hardly fail
of existing in the mind of the reader on closing the work.
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The ruddy dawn was breaking over the summits of the mountains which
inclose the Lake of Genesareth on the eastern side, when Sadoc and his
sister Michal came forth from Capernaum to walk on the beach, whicb was
yet as silent as it had been during the night. They walked quickly and
were mute till the city was hidden from them by the projection of a hill ,
whose base was washed by the waves. They then paused and gazed on a
scene which they were wont to behold, but which now appeared in more
than ordinary beauty . The deep vale in which the lake lay embosomed
was yet reposing in a grey shadow, while the radiance of the morning
streamed through the clefts of the opposite mountains, and crimsoned the
tops of the western hills. The cedar groves which were scattered on the
uplands, and the palms which were grouped among the recesses of the hills,
waved their tops in the light cool breeze. The stork winged her slow flight
above the groves, while the eagle arose fro m the highest summit of the
rocks, like a dark speck in the sunlight. An aromatic scent spread among
the flowering reeds on the borders of the lake, except where a sandy pro-
montory j utted out into the waters, affording an advantageous station for the
fishers, whose boats were seen, here and t here, floating on the rippled sur-
face, and whose nets were spread to dry in the morning sun.

Sadoc and his sister directed their steps to one of these promontories,
whence they could gain an extensive view of the shores, and could even dis-
cern the issue of Jordan from the southern end of the lake. The few habi-
tations which were distinctly visible, presented no sign of life without or
within. No human being was in sight, and if the maiden looked around
her in search of such a form, her search was vain.

" He cannot yet have passed," said Michal, " though it is said that he
sometimes departs by night. It was full late when he dismissed the people,
and perhaps he will yet remain another day."

"I  would we could speak with him ," replied her brother, "or at least
that we could hear his teachings once again."

" My father fears lest we should do so," said Michal, " except in the
synagogue. If he would return on the next sabbath we might hear him
again without blame ; arid I surely believe that no man besides can exp lain
the law and the prophets with such truth and power as he."

" His words alone would have awakened me as I am now awakened,"
said Sadoc ; " but his works also shew that he is a prophet from on high."

" Yet our father will not behold nor believe."
" He will not see nor listen , because he is sure that no prophet can arise

out of Nazareth. How this may be, I know not ; but I know that by Jeho-
vah alone can such a power of healing be given."

" My fat her says also, that in the Temple, w ith great power and grandeur,
must the Deliverer appear."

" So have we always believed , and so it may be. This teacher may be
but a forerunner of the Mighty One, and not the Messiah himself, as some
say. We must know more before we can reason with our father ; but I be-
lieve and will declare this teacher to be a prophet."

" He comes!" exclaimed Michal, as she saw the figure of a man advan-
cing from the hill which hid the city fro m them. " But, no l he would not
depart alone*"

" It is our friend Paltiel," said Sadoc, as the man approached. " He is
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come for the same pur pose as oursel ves. Didst thou observe how he listene d
to the words of the Teacher ?"

*' I observe d nothing, " replied M ichal.
Paltiel seated himself on a stone beside his friends , and their discourse was

still of the Teacher. In answer to the question whether he believed the man
of Nazare th to be the Messiah , Paltiel replied,

" He hath not plainl y said whether such be his office or no. But we hear
nothing, we see nothing of preparation to deliver us from the Romans. It
was but yesterni ght that Aram prayed him to be allowed to follow him to
the war , and he answered by a blessing on the lovers of peace."

" My father objects ,'* said Sadoc , *' that he can have no commission to
deliver our nati on, as he has neither wealt h nor power ; and his very works ,
of which the fame has spread so far , have broug ht him no followers but those
who are poor as himself. "

" Fro m Jehovah cometh the power ," said Michal. "He raiseth the poor ,
and bnngeth down princes to nothin g."

"I have pondered the words of prop hecy much of late ," said Paltiel ,
*' and have compared them with the wor ds of the Teach er ; and I will not
fear to tell my friends the thou ghts that are in my mind. "

Sadoc and Michal turned eagerl y to listen.
" I have thoug ht that the office of the Christ might not consist only in the

performance of one great deliverance. That he will restor e us as a nation ,
cannot be doubted ; but may he not cause other chan ges also ?"

*' His words are ever in favour of peace and brotherl y love ; and I know
of something of which you have not heard . He refuses not to discourse and
to eat with Samaritans. "

Sadoc and Michal looked at one another with sur prise and sorrow.
" It is but a few days ," continued Paltiel , *' since he told a woman of

Sychar that neither at Jerusalem nor on Gerizi m should men hereafter wor-
ship the Father . Whethe r his meanin g can be underst ood, jud ge for your-
selves. For my part , I suppose that he may reconcile the Samaritans
unto us,: and bring us together within a greater temple than hat h yet been
builded "
- ' ** It cannot be !" exclaimed Michal. " The Samaritans ! Our foes,
who opposed the buildin g of our holy temple !"

" Who corru pted the law !" added Sadoc. " The vengeance of Jehov ah
shall swallow them up."

" Nay, Sadoc , beware ," said Paltiel. " Remember that the wrath of
man cannot aven ge the Lord . Hold th y peace against this people."

'• Thou hast given th y j udgment , Paltiel. If I did not believe thee wr ong ,
I would follow no more after this man. "

" O ! wh y," asked Michal , « did he talk with a woman of Sychar ?"
" Moreover ," said Paltiel , " he abode in Sychar two days. "
" What would our rather say, Sadoc ?"
" What he now says , th at this Jesus is a false prophet. Paltiel , what

other chan ges may be wrou ght , as thou believest ?"
4< I can scarcel y say that I believe or expect such chan ges," rep l ied he ;

*' but this man is like no other , inasmuch as he regards some of our cus-
toms , and stran gely violates others. By his teaching, he confirms the law
and the prophets , and yet some of his thou ghts are "not those of a Hebrew.
He worshi ps in the temp le, and goes up to the feast ; yet he has said that
the temple shall be destroyed . He enters , as ye know , into the synagogue,
on the Sabbath , and yet he keeps not the day altogether holy. He condem ns
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extort ion , yet eats with publicans. He is pure, and he teaches righteousness,
while he discourses with some sinners so polluted that all good men avoid
them. No prophet hath done thus of old.**

" What dost thou therefore believe ?"
" I scarcely know : but when I behold how pure he is while doing thus,

I inquire whether we might not also be more holy in our minds while less
strait in our external observances. Many of us are sinfu l in our lives, while
outwar dly sanctified : and may not this be in some degree the case with us
all ?"

" I fear to listen fu rther," said Michal ; " and I now fear to meet the
Teacher. I will return whence I did wrong to come forth ."

She raised her head, which had sunk on her knees, and drew her veil
arou nd her face to conceal the tears which had sprung to her eyes. Grief
had succeeded to hope, and she wished to avoid the mysterious Teacher who
could not have been sent by the God of the Hebrews, siuce he had tarried
two days at Sychar, boded evil to the Temple, and entered the dwelling of a
publican.

Her brother and his frie nd accompanied her to the city, and then pro-
ceeded along the shore of the lake to the southward, still hoping to see and
hear more of him who filled their thoughts.

They walked slowly, con versing earnestly concerning the expectation of
their people, and the predictions of their Scriptures respecting it. They
revived in each other 's memory the words of grace and truth which they
had heard in the synagogue from him who had ex pounded the law with an
authority which none could resist. The remembrance at length awed the m
into silence , and they stood, leaning each against a palm, and gazing on the
waters which were now gleaming in the full light of day. After a while,
the breeze brought to their ears the voices of men , and as ex pectation was
powerful within them, they, with one consent , pursued thei r way. They
presently reached a little bay, where many boats were riding the waters.
In those most distant from the beach, fishermen were busy at their toil ;
but those near the margin of the lake were deserted , and the men were
collected in groups along the shore. Sadoc approached a man who stood
musing apart, with his nets, which he had pre pared, hanging over his
arm.

*-' The fair morning calls the e to th y occu pation, Lemuel ," said Sadoc.
" Hasten, lest the heat of day come on.'*

The man looked up, only rep l y ing, " The Teacher hath passed this
way."

46 Hath passed 1" exclaimed Sadoc. " And we hav e lingered behind.
Whither is he gone ?"

" We know not," replied Lemuel , " but he hath called away some of
our com panions. Simon and Andre w have left their boat and follo wed
him , an d others also."

" Wherefore ?"
" I know not ; but Si mon and Andrew had seen and heard him at Beth-

;»har a ; and they tell such wonderful say ings of him , that they cannot but
follow him when he calls."

" In what manner did he call them ?"
" He said somewhat to the m which made Simon cast down his nets in

haste, and gird himself as if for a jo urney."
" Moreover, with great j oy," said one who stuod by, " The Teacher pro-
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mised that they should be fishers of men . The meaning of the promise
they will tell us when they return."

« What thinkest thou of him, Lemuel ?'•
" That he is a mighty one sent of God."
" Why then art thou here ? Why didst thou not follow him also ?''
" I feared to do so; but when our companions return, we shall learn

more of the glad tidings he is said to bring."
" Let us follow." said Sadoc to his friend , Ci lest these men return not

again."
One who was a Nazarene offered to join them, as he also sought the Pro-

phet. He had heard him in the synagogue at Nazareth two sabbath-days
before. He now related how this Prophet had read and applied to himself
the saying, i6 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath appointed
me to preach glad tidings to the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind ; to preach the acceptable year of the Lord/' The Nazarene told how
this promise appeared to be fulfilled by the works of wonder and of love
now dai ly witnessed in those parts which saw this great and long-promised
light. He described the contempt with which the Mighty One was regarded
in Nazareth , because he had d welt there in a humble stat ion while follow in g
an ordinary occupation. " They remember not," he continued, " that David
was once but a str ipling who tended his father's sheep, and that Solomon
was descended fro m Ruth the Moabitess."

" Hast thou known,—didst thou ever discourse with Jesus before he was
baptized ?" asked Sadoc with eagerness.

" 1 have broken bread and drank of the same cup with him," replied the
Nazarene, " and heard many words of wisdom from him. I have often
marvelled that my heart burned within me while we discoursed of the hope
of our nation. And when I have beheld how the eyes of his mother were
fixed on him with deep and tender love, I have thought that she was blessed
among women.

" And his brethren are also favoured of the Lord ?"
" Nay, but they believe not on him. Mary, his mother, hideth her hopes

in her heart ; but his brethren marvel that the world is gone after him.
Yet they were in much fear lest he should be dashed to pieces when his
townsmen were full of wrath against him."

" Wherefore were they angry ?"
" Because he restrained his hand from doing the mighty works which

they sought. He rebuked them for their unbelief, and refused to put forth
his power, lest they should scoff at the Most High. Then they thrust him
forth to the ridge of the hill , and I veril y thought that his last hour was
come.

" And was his countenance calm ?"
" He did not strive nor cry, but looked mournfully on the rebellious

crodiv. Presently he was gone, no one knew whither. I came to Caper-
naum, trusting to find him there, and I will not henceforth cease from fol-
lowing him."

•' Paltiel," said Sadoc, turning to his friend , " in this thing hath Jehovah
again testified that his ways are not as our ways. This man cometh not
with power and an outstretched arm, as we supposed. He is mild and
calm ; and I cannot look upon him as the champion of Israel, and the con-
queror of our conquerors . When I have hitherto thought of the day of our
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deliverance, my sprn t has risen while the horses and chariots of the mighty,
the bands of armed men , and the tents of a host, were before md ; while the
trumpets sounded to (he battle, and Israel was led forth by such an one as
Joshua or Gideon , or as Maccabseus, — but with a brighter glory and a
stronger arm. Thinkest thou that this Jesus will be to us such a leader ?
To me it seems that such can never be his office. "

The Nazarene interrupted him by saying,
" Doubt not thou the word of Jehovah. Hath he not said that freedom

shall be brought by his mighty one ? Remember too the dignity of the Pro-
phet and the authority of his words. When he shall cast off his garments of
peace and gird on his armour, who shal] stand before him ?"

Sadoc mused instead of replying, and they went on in silence, except that
one or other, from time to time, repeated some promise or uttered some
prayer from their scriptures, which the events of the time revived in their
hearts with unwonted power. " O that thou wouldst rend the heavens, that
thou wouldst come down, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that
the nat ions may tremble at thy presence 1" " As the earth bringeth forth
her bud , and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring
forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations." " Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for
thine inherita nce, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession."

The noon-day heats became oppressive : the way was now stony and
sandy ; the glare of the sun , reflected fro m the transparent lake, wearied the
eye, and the travellers began to look around for a place of repose. Paltiel
remembered that at the distance of two fu rlongs from the spot where they
now were, a cluster of palm-trees grew in a recess of the hills, where a
fountain of cool water gushed from a rocky cleft. As soon as they arrived
within sight of the trees, they perceived,, by the motion, of garments, that
some one was already at the spring. On approachi ng n earer, they saw an
aged man couched on the ground as if asleep, while a maiden watched over
him. She had spread her veil to shade his face from the light;  but when
she heard the sound of footsteps and perceived that strangers were drawing
near, she hastily replaced her veil, and bent over the old man, as if speaking
to him. He arose and surveyed the three companions, placing his hand
above his e3'es, as if even the softened light beneath the palm-branches was
painful. Seeing- that thev naused. as if wishiner vet feariner to ioin combariv
with him , he courteously invited them to repose and drink. Before accept-
ing his offer, Sadoc uttered the inquiry which was ever uppermost in his
mind , whether the Teacher had passed that way.

" He hath ,—blessed be his name, and the name of Jehovah who sent
him !"

" Thou believest on him!" said Sadoc with j oy.
** I must needs believe on him," replied the old man, " for he hath

wrought a great work of mercy on me. When yonder sun had been an
hour above the mountains, all was dark as night to me, as it hath been for
years past* I now see."

<c And the Prophet hath done this !"
*• He laid his hands on me, and the blessed light returned to me. I have

seen the face of my child. The sparkling of the waters also, and the fVuft
and leaves of these trees, greener and fairer than they were in my remem-
brance,—have gladdened my heart. Yet will they be more beautiful unto
nie to-morrow; for my sense is yet weak, and I can scarce even look upon
you, -though the face of man has. been long as a dream unto me^ and this
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hour is tik e a pleasant wakin g. Blessed be he who hath gladdened my »ge
with light I"

** Amen , Amen," murmured the maiden, as she sat with her head bojwed
on her knees.

«* But the Teacher ," exclaimed Sadoc. " How came he unto thee , and
where >**

" We rested beneath this tree ," replied the old man. " I heard the steps
of men, and knew that a company approached * My daughter believed that
tha Pro phet was amon g them , and therefo re I went forth and bowed before
him. He asked if I believed on his word s, and looked to him for the sal va^
tion of Israel ; and then he removed dar kness fro m me."

Again the maiden spoke in a low voice,
•' ' Accordin g to thy faith be it done unto thee. '—Those words shall be

bidden in my heart evermore. "
%i Wher efore have ye not followed him ?" inquired the Nazarene.
•• I hastened to do so, when I should have bestowed my child in safety ;

but the Teacher saw that my spiri t trembled within me, and he took my hand
and led me hither , and desired me to abide till the heat of noon should be
overpast. And he gave us his blessing, and went on his way."

** Didst thou not fear befor e him ?"
•• I feared before the manifest power of Jehovah . But th is man I fear

not. On his countenance my opened sight first rested , and 1 gazed witho ut
confusion. It seems to me that wheth er men fear him or no, they cannot
but love also. My heart has follo wed him , and if it please the Lord , I will
offer my thanks givings at the feet of his prophet once again."

When Sadoc had heard all that the old man could relate , he was impa-
tient to pursue his journe y. Paltiel reminded him of his home , his famil y,
and occupation ; but Sadoc earnestl y replied,

" Shall Jehovah put forth his wonders in our land , and shal l mine eyes
not see and mine ears not hear ? I go not back till I have learned of his
doctrine and sought to be his disci ple."

He retired to a solitar y place to pour out his spiri t before Jeho vah in
thanksg ivings, that the long-desired year of salvation had opened gloriousl y,
&nd in pra yer, that Israel might be exalted over other nations , and that all the
power and prosperity of the earth might be concente red in the people of
God. Not doub ting of the holiness of his petitio n, he set forth once again
with a ;gk>wing heart dud a countenan ce of joy.

Now* wherever they passed, they heard the name of the Prop het . All
who had been restored to healt h and pleasure by his hand and voice, praised
hina optewly, or adored , in the de pth of their hearts , the power by which he
wrou ght; but many who had learned of the scribes, many who were in
esteem for wisdom , many whose faith was spoken of in the synagogue, and
Wthose Outward sanctit y pointed them out as men of God , refused to hear or
see a prophet who came from Naza reth , and warned those who followed*that tbe word of the Lord cannot be removed for ever. Alread y families
were divided . Some who had seen could not but believe ; others who had
not seen were grieved in spirit that a false prophet should dra w a multi tude
aft&it him* Man y voices of warnin g, remonstrance , and contention , were
heal*! in the dwellings of naen ; many secret tears were shed in the solitude
of their chambers 5 many humble and fervent prayers ascended that Jehova h
would be pleased to reveal his truth , to help waverin g belief, to guard fro m
impious delusion. Songs of joy were also hear d to arise from the roofs of
tftfU ijr 4weUaigs» while the glad hearts of those who firmly believed caused
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them to open thei r doors to the way-farers who sought the Prophet, or the
followers who spoke of the wanders which he did.

There was, however , one dwelling where the name of thfc new Teache r
had not yet been heard. It stood so far apart from the wayr &de, that no
sounds had reached it from the busy thron gs whieh had paafted since sun-
rise on that memorable day. It was overshadowed by tre gs, and nearl y
hidden from the passers by. An aged woman abode there with her son,
whose occupation prevented his mingling in the world , though he was* care -
ful to exercise hospitalit y, and was ever read y to open his gate to this ĵeary
traveller. He walked on the roof of his house at sun-set , and looked abr oad
on the deep valley where the shadows of evening had al ready fallen, when
he perceived Sadoc and his companions , at a little distance , travellin g slowly
as if they were wearied and in need of some place of res,t. He descended
and went fort h to invite them to pass the night in his dwelling. They gladly
followed him, and received the greetin gs of his mother with respect, as she
offered her house for their home as long as they chose to abide. Before the
fi rst rites of hospitalit y were paid, before their feet were washed, and the
conches placed for the evening repast, the eager Sadoc had spoken on the
subject neares t his heart , and heard with astonishment that ik> tidin gs of the
excitement which prevailed elsewhere had yet reached this retired abode.
So many inquiries were to be answered , so many details of surpassing in-
terest were to be given , tha t it was late before the guests received the bless-
ing of the night from their hostess ; and even then , Sadoc did not ret ire im-
mediately to his couch . He entered the Alijah, and in that still orat ory, lighted
only by the pale stars , and visited only by the night breeze, he poured out
the tha nksgivings with which his soul overflowed, and strove , by the awful
offices of devotion , to lay to rest the stirrin g thou ghts which had become too
exciting for his repose.

By break of day all was prepared for their departure. The meal waa
spread , the hostess was ready with her partin g blessing, and her son took his
staff in his hand , that he might accompan y his guests to the verge of the
plain which they desired to traverse before noon,

" Return hith er, my sons," said the hostess, " that if Jehovah be indeed
about to establ ish the glory of our nation for ever , we may rejoice together.
If our hope is vain , let us comfort each other with the words of promise .
Let us not be as stran gers henceforth. And now, my sons, God be with you
on the way, and his angel lead you I"

Their host part ed not from their company till they issued from the valleys,
and saw before them the plain from the midst of which rises Mount Tabo r
in solita ry grandeur . No other hill swells from the surroundin g level to
contras t witb its height or impair its appearance of singularit y. Its sides,
towards the sumnjjt, were verdant with groves, and its rocky base rose:
abru ptly from the plain. The ascent , thou gh steep, was not long, and at
the summit was a level space, whence a vast extent of countr y could be
seen. Sadoc bad often reposed there while he thought on the events which
had taken place on this spot, or in scenes on which his eye rested. While
the wild animals and birds were his only companions, he had often remem-
ber ed that he stood where Barak assembled his hosts, before, be went forth
against Sisera ; that Sodom and Gomor rah were once visible, where npw dark
exhalations only shewed where they had been built ; that the walls of Jericho
arose on the horizon , before they fell at the blast of the trum pets of Israel ;
and that the waters of J ordan might hence be seen, where they parted to admit
the passage of the A*Jc p( the Iprd. Often had be gftze*} or* *W. waowy peal*
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of Herrnon , and on the sea of Galilee ; and often had his eye Tested on the
town of Nazareth , as it sloped from the ridge of a hill into a deep vale, whil e
he little knew that it would he hereafter sanctified as the ahode of the Hope
df Israel. Now, as the eyes of the travellers turned towards the mountai n,
they saw tha t its w onted stillness and solitude were disturbed. Groups of
people were hastening in all dir ections over the plain towards Tabor ; and
an the mounta in itself, moving figures could al read y be discerne d. The
th ree companion s' looked at each other , while joy flashed from their eyes,
and they immediatel y quickened their pace, regard less of the increasin g
heat. As soon as they arrived within hearin g of some who were hastenin g
in the same direction with themselves, they rejoiced at the sound of eager
voices exclaiming;, < f The Teacher ," " The Pro phet ," " Jesu s, the son of
t)avid **' From that moment Sadoc heard and saw nothi ng of what passed
around him. His whole soul was i n his eyes, and they were fixed on the
outlines of the Mount , where the objects became every moment more dis-
fmct. On the masses of rock were people seated. Groups stood beneath
the trees. A multitude filled a shaded recess. Ever y moment the numbers
were increased . Hund reds poured throu gh every passage of the rocks .
Thousands toiled up the steep pathway . Sadoc listened for voices of praise ,
for his own heart longed to break forth into singing : but no sound was
heard but the rushin g of busy feet over the plain. He looked yet again , he
shad ed hk eyes with his hand that he might see more distinctl y, and he be-
held, at length , one who sat a^part from the assembled multitude , and above
them , one to whom all faces were turned , to whom access appeared impos-
sible from the throngs which surr ounded him. A dimne ss came over the
sight of Sad oc as he gazed. He droo ped his head and covered his face with
his mantl e, while, with his companions , he turned his face towards Jerusa-
lem, and exclaimed , " Now with joy shall we draw wate r out of the wells of
salvation . Exult , O Zion ! for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst
of thee !"

Thi s volume was ori ginall y intended to be in form what it , in fact , still
is—a mere chapter of the work which , hy a change ia the first plan , ob-
tained the distinct title of " The Histor y of the Pro gress and Suppression of
the Reformation in Ita ly." Dr. M'Cri e seems, in his former volume, to
have reached his bookseller 's standard of the fitting num ber of pages before
his subject was exhau sted , and he has dilat ed the surp lus into a second
moderatel y sized octavo. Thou gh now sepa rated in form into a distinct
wqfk , it bea rs all the marks of tlie ori ginal character under which it was
composed, and under the title of " The Histor y of the Progress and Supp res-
sion of the Reformation in Spain," pursues , for seven chap ters, a new divi-
sion of the old subject, and then , in chapter eight , takes up the ori ginal de-
sign, and combines the history of the wanderi ngs of the Spanish and Ita-
lian Refugees, so as to render each work dependent on the otber for unit y of
design and execution.

* Histor y of the Progress and Suppression of the Reformati on in Spai n in the
Sixteenth Century. By Thomas M'Crie , D. D. 8vo. Pp . 424.
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Fro m this after-thou ght arran gement has arisen ait obvious dilation of tlie
Spanish chapter , from what it .was meant to be, into a size commensurate ,
perha ps, with the importance of the subject, but exceeding the quantity of
the mat erials collected. The running title of a " History of the Reformation
in Spain," is somewhat ridiculousl y applied to the meagre notices which ^ean
be collected of the opinions and action s of a few individuals , whose plans,
whatever they were, were crushed in the moment of their development, and
to a short narrative , which only tends to shew that unfortunatel y the re was
no " Reformation " of which any one can write " the Histor y*"

Apart from these observations on the policy and arran gement by which
we have two books, to convey what might more reasonabl y and with more
convenience have been comprised in one , we are obliged to Dr. M'Cri e for
this continuation of the design of makin g his countr ymen better acquainted
with the scanty notices which are to be gathered from various sources con-
cerning the efforts made by individuals to resist ecclesiastical tyranny ' in
those countries where the attem pt was attended with the greatest difficulties
and haza rds.

The first topic which natural ly excites attention , in considerin g the eccle-
siastical histor y of Spain, is the somewhat singular contras t which exists be-
tween the reputed and the real histor y of reli gious opinions there. Tak e the
common report and popular assertion of the last three centqries as the rule,
and one must believe, that if the church has been any where one and indi-
visible, pure and unspotted by taint or heres y, Spain has been the happy
scene of that prolon ged trium ph of orthodox y. Investi gate the real facts ,
and no countr y exhibits , in its earl y histo ry, greater vicissitude of faith ,
greater perplexity among the journe yers along the paths in which orthodox y
should be the directin g line. The Spaniard , when he boasts the unchan g-
ing puri ty of his countr y's creed , is as wide of the rea l mark as whe n, with
the same breath , he joins to the assertion that he is an " old Chris tian ," the
parallel boast that he is " free fro m all stain of bad descent ;" the fact being,
that no population was ever compounded of such a jumbl e, in w hich Iberian ,
Celt , Ca rtha ginian , Roman , Greek , Goth , Je w, Saracen , Syr ian , Arab , and
Moor , thr ow in eq ual proportions to complete the mixture .

But w hen Dr . M'Crie talk s of the erroneous opinion as to the puri ty of
Spanish ort hodoxy, as " ori ginatin g in vanit y," he is sure ly not so correct as
he is in par t when he describes it " as fostered by ignorance and credulit y."
Spain owes her delusion to the same cause to which she owed the destru c-
tion of her civil liberties and the supp ression of every chan nel for the exer-
cise of individu al opinion , namel y, to the craft and str ength of tempora l and
spirit ual tyrann y, united under circumstances unfor tunatel y ada pted , in an
eminen t degree , to the promotion of their common object. Church and
Sta le in Spain had libert y to form themselves on the most perfect model ;
they had the game to themselves ; they did their work well and thoroug hly ;
and th e success of their united exertions still remains to shew of what they
are capable when left to exert the ir full and unrest rained influences. Not sa-
tisfied with punishin g, in the most remorseless way, every devia tion from the
rul e prescribed by the established authorities , it is plai n' that every art was
used to turn nat ional prejudices to account , and tha t the poor slave was ae-
tually br ought to hug even his chain s with pride , in the belief, first , that they
v*ere to himself the bad ges of honour , and next , that they had been equall y
the boast and or nament of his ancestors. The higher the roman tic stori es
which record ed the deeds of his forefather s stood in the estimatio n of the
Spaniard , the hi gher was he led to prize the bigotry which form e d part of
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t&e charm in his belief ; and thus debasin g delusions were falsely interwoven
with the most ennoblin g patriotic associations .

Dn M'Crie's first chapter contains a brief review of the ecclesiastical his-
tory of Spain before the sera of the Reformation. In this we have little that
is new eves to general readers , and no attem pt is made at elucidating some
very interestin g points of earl y Spanish history, as connected with diversit y
of religious opinions arnon g the great part ies whose contentions occupy the
romantic pages of the older annals of that countr y. In the second chapter
the author gives an equally general view of the state of Spanish literatur e
before the proper sera of the Reformers . The reader will perha ps find more
acceptable matter in this chapter than in the first ; but he will probabl y ask
•why Dr. M'Crie has left Ludovicus Vives with nothin g but a casual reference.
Was his orthodox y too questionable to entitle him to appear in the grou p of
early Reformers ?

The thi rd chapter contains a short histor y of the establishment of the In-
qtiisition, which Llorente ?B pages have rend ered familiar , in all its deta ils, and
thence we come to the four chapters which trace the " histor y," if so we are
to call it, of ** the Reformation in Spain*" The two first names commemo-
rated are those of Virves and Juan Valdes, to whom little infl uence on public
opinion can, however, be attributed ; and the aut hor then proceeds to one
who may, with more propriety, be commemorated as an apostle of reform .

" Valdes left his nativ e country at an earl y period , but lie contributed greatl y
to the spread of the reformed opinions in it by his writings , several of which
were published in Spanish. Thou gh he had remained , his personal presence
would most prob ably have produced little effect. It require d a person of leBS
caution and more adventurous spirit to burs t the terribl e barrier which op-
posed the entrance of the gospel into Spain , and to raise the standard of truth
within sight of the flames of the Inquisition. Such a person was found in the
man of whom I am now to speak .

" Rodri go de Valer , a native of Lebrixa , distant about thirty miles from
Seville, had spent his youth in those id\6 and dissipated hab its which were
common among the no oility and gentry of Spain . The love of dress , and of
horses and sports , engrossed his attention ; and in Seville, which was his fa-
vourite residence , he shone in the first rank among the young men of fashion
in every scene of amusemen t and feat of gallantry. All of a sudden he dis-
appeared from those places of entertainment of which he had been the life
and ornament. He was in good health , and his fortune had sustained no in-
jury . But his mind had under gone a complete chan ge; his splendid equipag e
was laid aside ; he becam e negligent of his dress ; and , shut up in his closet ,
he devoted himself entirel y to readin g and meditati on on religion. Ha d he
become unexpectedl y pious, and immured himself in a conven t, his condu ct
ivould not have excited general surp rise amon g his country men ; but to re-
tire fro m the world , and yet to shun those consecrated abodes, the choice of
Which was viewed as the great and almost exclusive mark of superior sanctit y,
appeared to them unaccountable on any other supposition th an that of mental
derangement. Valer had acquired a slight acquaintance with the Latin lan-
guage In his youth . He now procured a copy of the Vulgate , the only trans-
lation of the Bible permitted in Spain ; and havin g by dint ojf app lication, by
day and by night , mad e himself master of the languag e, he, in a short time ,
becam e so wen acquainted with the contents of the Scri ptures , that he could
repeat almost any pass age in them from memor y, and explain it with won-
derful promptitude and intelli gence. Whet her ne had any other means of
instruction , or what th ese were, must rem ain a secret ; but it is certai n that
J ie Was led to form a system of doctrin e not different from that of the re-
iformers of Germ any, and to lay the foundations of a church in Seville which
was Luth eran in till the main articles of its belief.
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'* When Valer had informed and satisfied his mind as to the truths of reli-
gion, he left off th at solitar y life which had been chosen by him as an instru -
ment and not as an end. He now returned to compan y, but with a very dif-
ferent spirit and intention. His great desire was now to impart to others
those impressions of divine truth which had been made on his own mind.
With this view., he cour ted the society of the clergy and monks , with whom
he dealt, first by argument and persuasion , and afterwards in the severer
style of reproof. He set before them tiie general defection, among all class-
es, from primitive Christianit y, both as to faith and practice ; the corruption
of their own order , which had contributed to spread infection over the whole
Christ ian communit y ; and the sacred obligations wMch they were under to
app ly a speed y and thoroug h remed y to the evil before it should become al-
together incurable. These representations were uniforml y accompanied with
an appeal to the sacred writ ings as the supreme standard in religion, and with
an exhibition of the pr incipal doctrines which they taug ht. When the clergy,
weary of the ungr ateful theme , shunned his company, he threw himself in
their way, and did not hesitat e to introduce his favour ite but dangerous topics
in the publi c walk s and other places of concourse. His exhortations were
not entirely without success ; but in most instances their effects were such as
might have been antici pated from the situation and character of those to
who m the y were addressed. The surprise excited by his firs t address gave
place to indignation aud disdain . It was not to be born e that a layman , and
one who had no pretensio ns to learning, should presume to instruct his
teac hers, and inveigh against doctrines and institution s which were held in
rever ence by the universal church , and sanct ioned by its highest authority.
Wh ence had he his pretended knowled ge of the Scri ptures r Who gave him
a right to teach ? And what were the signs and pro of of his mission r To
these questions Valer replied with candour , but "with firmn ess, That it was
tru e he had been brought up in ignorance of divine thin gs j he had derived
his knowled ge, not from the polluted stream s of tr adition and human inven-
tions, but from the pure fountain of revealed truth , th rough the teaching of
tha t Spirit by whose influence living wat ers are made to flow fro m the hearts
of those who b elieve in Christ ; there was no jfood reason for suppos ing" that
these influences were confined to person s or the ecclesiastic al order , espe-
cial ly when it was so deeply depraved as at present ; privat e and illiterate
men had convicted a learned sanhedri m of blindness , ana called a whole world
to th e knowled ge of salvation ; he had the authority of Christ for war ning
them of their errors and vices ; and none would require a sign from him but
a spurious and degenerate rac e, Whose eyes could not bear the bri ghtne ss of
tha t pure light which laid open and reproved their work s of darkness.

" It was not to be expected that he would be long perm itted to continue in
this offensive course. He was broug ht before the inquisitors , with whom he
maintain ed a keen dispute on the church , the mar ks by which it is distin -
guish ed, j ustification , and similar points . On that occasion, some individuals
of considerable authority, who had secretl y imbibed his sentiments , exerted
th emselves m his favour. Their influence , jo ined to the purity of his de-
scent , the sta tion which he held in society, and the circums tance that his
ju dges either believed or wished it to be believed that he was insane , procured
tor him a milder sentence than that jealous and inexorable tribuna l was ac-
customed to pronounce. He was dismissed with the loss of his prop erty.
But neither confiscation of goods, nor the fear of a severer pun ishment , could
indu ce Valer to alter his conduct. He yielded so far to the importu nities of
his fr iends as to abstain fro m a public declaration of his sentiments for a short
time, durin g which he explained to them in private the Epistle to the fto-
mana. * But his zeal soon burst through this restr aint. He considere d him-
self m the liglrt of a soldier sent on the forlorn hope , and resolved to fall in
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he br each,.  trusting that other s animat ed by his example , would press for-
war d and secure the victory. ; Resuming his iorrner reproofs of the reignin g
errors and supersti tiqn , he was a second time denounced to the Holy Office,
which condemned him to wear a sanbe nito, and to be imprisoned for life.
When conducted , along* with oth er peniten ts, to the church of St. Salvador.
in Seville, to ,atten d public service on festival days, instead of exhibitin g* the
mark s of sorrow exacted from persons in his situation , he scrup led not to
address the audience afte r sermon , and to warn them against the erroneous
doctrine which they had hear d from the preacher , whenever he thou ght it
contra ry to the word of God. This of itself would have been reckoned suffi-
cient cause for adjudging him to the flames ; but the reason s alr eady men-
tioned had influen ce to save him from that fate. To rid themselves in the
most quiet way of so tr oublesome a peniten t, the inquisitors came to the re-
solut ion of confinin g" him in a monastery belonging to the town of San Lucar ,
pear the mouth of the Guadal quiver , where , secluded from all society, he died
about the age of fifty. . His sanbenito , which was hun g up in the metro politan
church of Seville, long attracted curiosit y by its extraordinar y size, and the
inscri ption which it bore ,— * Rodri go Valer , a citizen of Lebrixa and Seville,
an apostate , and false apostle who pretended to be sent of God."—Pp. 145—
151.

Next follows Egiclius, Bishop of Tortosa , who, after all , however , attains to
little more than the honour of being " violentl y suspected. " We will quote
Dr. M'Crie 's remarks on the eage r zeal which was manifested by the clergy
to perform the duties which Egiclius, by his condemnation , ceased to supp ly.

" No sooner was it known that Egidius was condemned , than a flight of
hungry applicants gathered round the fat benefice of Tortosa , like crows round
carri on. The holy fathers assembled at Trent were not so intentl y occup ied
in watch ing over the interests of the Catholic Church as not to have one eye
turned to Spain , and read y to discern what might hap pen there to their ad-
vantage. Whil e the trial of the bishop elect was in depend ence , Cardinal
Granv ille, then Bishop of Arras and Prim e Minister of Spain, had his table
covere d with app lications , in which the incense of adulation was thickl y sprin -
kled on rancid avarice. In a letter , dated from Trent on the 19th of No-
vember, 1551, the titular Bishop Jubin , in p artibus Inf idelium, writes : ' We
hav e received intelli gence here , that the bishop elect of Tortosa has been
condemned to perp etual imprisonm ent. I shall be infinitel y obliged to you
to think of me—the least of your servants— provided his lordshi p of Elna
shall be translated to the bishopric of Tortosa , now vacant by thi s means. '
Oa the preced ing day, the bishop of Elna had add ressed a letter to the same
quarter , in which , without giving the least hint of the object he had in view,
he begs the premier to command him ' as the meanest domestic of his house-
hold,' calls himself ' his slave/ and assures him th at the rare qualities of his
eminence , his native goodness , and the favours he had conferred , were so
deeply seated in the heart of his servant , th at he remembered him without
ceasing*, especiall y ' in his poor sacrifices , the fittes t time to mak e mentio n
of one's masters. ' Two days after , the modest bishop has acquired as much
courage as to name his request : he acknowled ges that the bishopric of Tor-
tosa was * too weighty a burden for his weak should ers,' but ur ges that he
could discharge his episcopal functions better in such a tranquil spot than in
the front ier province of Roussiilon, where his pious exercises were inte r-
rupted by the noise of warlike instruments , and that he ' felt a strong desire
to end his days in tending his infirm sheep in the peac e of God. ' The bishop
of Algeri was equall y disinterested as his brethre n in seeking promotion. ' It
was not avarice that induced him to ask the favour ' to be translated from the
islan d of Sardinia ; he only wished to * hav© his residence on terra J irma,'
that his spirit being relieved from the continual agitation in which it was kept
by the restless war es which surrounded him, he might be * at more libert y to
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serve God, and pray for the life of the king and his minister. ' The bishop of
Elna having been unsuccessful in his application , renewed it in the cours e of
the following year , when he had recours e to a new line of argum ent in its
supp ort . After telling the premier ' that his hands had made him/ he re-
quest s him to remem ber , * if he pleased,' that his majesty had certain rights
in Valencia called les bay les de Mor ella, of which lar ge sums were due to the
treas ur y, as would appear from the lists which he had procured and took the
liberty to transmit to his eminence ; that most luckil y the diocese of Tortosa
include d that distric t, thoug h the episcopal seat was in his native countr y of
Catalonia ; and that , if it should please his majesty to gratif y him with that
bishopri c, he could see to the payment of these dues without leaving his dio-
cese, and * thus would have it in his power to serve God and the king at the
same time.'

" O the dup licity, the selfi shness , the servi lity of the clergy ! What good
caus e but one would they not have ruined ? And how deep ly has tha t been
marred by them ! Boccaccio rel ates , (it is a ta le, but deserves to be repeated
for the sake of the moral it teaches ,) that two persons , a Christian layman
and a Jew , lived together in a retired spot on the northern boundary of Ital y.
The Christian had long piously labo ured to convert his neighbour , and had
succeeded so far as to be in dail y expectation of his submitting to baptism ,
when all at once the idea struck the latter that he would previousl y visit the
capital of Christendom. Dre ading the effects of his journ ey, the Christian
endeavoured to divert him fro m it; but in vain. After an absence of some
weeks the Jew returned , and rep airing to the hous e of the Christian , who
had given up his convert for lost, surprised him with the int imati on that he
was now read y to be baptized ; ' for (added he) I have been at Rome, and
have seen the pope and his clergy, and f am convinced that if Christi anity
had not been divine , it would hav e been ru ined long ago under the care of
such guardians. ' "—Pp. 161—164 .

Without the kingdom , several Spaniards (some of them seeking re fuge in
the alarm occasion ed by the proceedin gs against Egidius) bore open testi -
mony to the opinions of the Reformers. Dr. M'Crie commemorates amon g
them the broth ers of the name of Enzina s or Dryan der , one of whom was
seized and encountered martyrdom at Rome, in 1546. The next stor y , of
J uan Diaz (pp. 180—188) , furnishes an exam ple rarel y equalled in the an-
nals of reli gious ferocit y.

Dr. M'C rie 's sixth chapter proceeds with details of the efforts (few and
limited as they necessari ly were) to promo te the Reformed doctrines. The
pri nci pal scenes of these operations were Seville and Valladolid.

The career of the Reformed doctrines was short ; the Inquisition once for
all placed its extinguishin g hand upon the kindlin g flame in 1558. Its pro-
ceedings involved many eminen t sufferers ; but wheth er this is to be take n
as evidence of the extent to which the spiri t of Re form ation had spread , or
of the vindictive and ignorant policy of the oppressors , confoundin g, in one
vague accusation , all who incurred its jealousy or suspicion, is perha ps
doubtful.

Dr. M'Crie is inclined (p. 285) to estimate the numbers of the Spanish
Dissidents at not " fewer than 2000 person s," and is pers uaded (on the au-
th orities which he cites) that , in the absence of the peculiar circums tances
which enabled the church and government , by  one simultane ous movement ,
so perem ptori ly to stifle the new cause in its birth , the Reforma tion would no
where have found more decided and general adoption by th e people.

The detai ls of the bloody scenes which closed the story of Spanish Refor-
mation , in the ver y moment in which the discovery made its existence
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known to the w6rld, exhibit the usual harrowin g features which attend the
march of religfous persecuti on.

Fro m these tra gedies it is difficult to select one deeper in atrocit y than an-
other ; but perh aps that of Herezuelo, an advocate of Toro, is most hideously
marked.

" Herezuelo' condu cted himself with surp assing intrep idity. Fro m the mo-
ment of his appreh ension to that of his deat h, he never exhibited the least
symptom of a wish to save his life, or to mitigate bis suffering's, by compro -
mising his pr inciples. His courage remain ed unshaken amids t the horrors of
the torture , the ignomin y of the public spectacle, and the terrors of the stak e.
The only thing that moved him, on the day of the auto-de -fe, was the sight of
his wife in the garb of a penitent ; and the look which he gave, (for he could
not speak ) as he passed her to the place of execution, seemed to say, ' This
is hard to bear I* He listened without emotion to the friars who teazed him
with th eir importu nate exhortations to repent , as they conducted him to the
stake ; but when , at their inst igation , bis former associate and instru ctor ,
Doctor Cazalla, began to add ress him in tbe same strain , be threw upon him
a glance of disdain , which froze the word s on bis recreant lips. * The ba-
chelor Herezue lo (says the popish author of the Pontifical Histor y) suffered
himself to be burnt alive with unparalleled hardihood. I stood so near him
that I had a complete view of bis person , and observe d all his motions and
gestures. He could not speak , for his mouth was gagged on account of the
blasp hemies which be had uttered ; but his whole behaviour shewed him to
be a most resolute and hardened person , who, rather than yield to believe
with his companion s, was determined to die in the flam es. Thoug h I marked
him narrow ly, I could not observe the least symptom of fear , or expression
of pain ; only, there was a sadness in his countenance beyond any thin g I
haa ever seen. It was frightful to look in bis face, when one considered that
in a moment he would be in hell with his associate and master , Lutlier. ' En-
raged to see such courage in a heretic , one of the guards plunged his lance
into the body of Herezuelo, whose blood was licked up by tbe flames with
which he was alrea dy enveloped.

" Here zuelo and bis wife, Leanor de Cisneros , were divided in th eir death ,
but it was in the time of it only, not the kind or manner ; and their memory
must not be divided in our pages. Leanor was only twenty-two years of age
when she was thrown into the Inquisition ; and when we consider that, dur -
ing her imprisonmen t , she was precluded from all intercourse with her hus-
band , kep t in ignorance of bis resolutions , and perhap s deceived into the be-
lief thaX she would find him among the class of penitents in the aut o, we need
not wonder that one of her tender sex and age should have fainted in the day
of trial , suffered herself to be overcome by the persuasions of tbe monks , or,
yieldin g to tbe feelings of nature , consented to renounce with the han d that
truth which she continued to believe with tbe heart. Such assaults have
shaken , and threatened to throw to the ground , pillars in the church - But
Leanor was not long in recovering from the shock . The parting look of her
husband never departed from her eyes ; the reflection that she bad inflicted a
pang on bis heart , during tbe arduous conflict which be had to maintain ,
fanned the flam e of attachment to the reform ed religion which secretl y burned
in her breas t ; and havin g resolved , in dependence on that str ength which is
made perfect in weakness , to emulat e tbe exam ple of constancy set by one in
every respect so dear to her , she resolutel y broke off the course of penance
oo which she bad entered. Tbe consequence of this was, that she was again
thrown into tbe secret prisons . Durin g eight years that she was kept in con-
finement , every effort was made in vain to induce her to renew her recanta -
tion. At last she was bro ught out in a pub lic auto -de-fe celebrated at Val-
ladolid ; and we have the account of her behaviour fro m the same pen which
so grap hically described that of her husband. * In the year 1568, on tbe 26th
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of September, justice was executed on Leanor <le Cisnerog, widow of the ba-
chelor Herezuelo. She suffered feers elf to be burnt alivev notwithstanding
the great and repeated exertions made to bring her to a conviction of her
errors. Finally, she resisted, what was sufficient to melt a stone, an admi-
rable sermon preached, at the auto of that day, by his excellency Don Juan
Manual, bishop of Zainora, a man no less learned and eloquent in the pulpit
than illustrious in blood. But nothing could move the impenetrable h eart of
that obstinate woman/ "—Pp. 287—29 K

Critical Notices.— Theological. \ \*>

ing, and though the vindic ation of this
princi ple ie the object of the Society, it
is too plainl y evideut , that the term
" evangelical " is not intended to app ly
to those who dissent from the doctrines
as well as the discip line of the Church -of
Eng land. This limitati on of the term is
the more remarkable as, in the treatise
before us , the sanction of some hetero -
dox Dissenters is brought forward very
readil y, in confirmation of the princi ples
of the Association ; and while Locke ,
Lardner , and others , are appeale d to as
tr iump hant vindicators of repealed tru th ,
their disciples are forbidden to assist in
establishing their princi ples and carry ing
on their work . Id times like these ,
howeve r , there is work for all ; aud the
manifestation of this spirit of exclusion
is chiefly to be lamented on account of
those who entertain it. The excluded
can. observe and rejoice at the spread of
tru th , looking rather to the exten t of its
diffusion than to the narrowness of its
sou rce.

The publication of the Society 's first
treatise affords a high gratification to the
friends of truth and the advocate s of li-
berty of conscience . Its motto is *' Prove
all things ; hold fast that which is good,"
aud its spirit is in accordance with this
motto . We also find prefixed a passage
from Locke on the duty of fre e inquiry,
which is wor th being writte n in letters
of light , and of which the subsequent
remarks afford a fair develo pment. The
hopes excited by the form and pret en -
sions of the treatise are not disappo inted
at Us close. It presen ts a clear exposi-
tion of the duty of f ree inquiry iu reli-
gious mutters , and a powerfu l exhorta -
tion to its fulfilment.

The materials of the essay &re ar -
ranged u nder four head s, which com

CRITICAL NOTICES.

Art. I. — Library of Ecclesiastical
Knowledge. No. I. On Free In-
quiry in Religion. Published for
the Society for Promoting Ecclesi-
astical Knowledge. Westley and
Davis. 12mo. pp. 48. 1830.
Amojng all societies , now so nume-

rous , whose object is to increase mental
power and moral influence by mecha-
nical means , none ought to be regarded
with a closer watchfulness or a deeper
interest tha n the Association for the
diffusion of Ecclesiastical Kuowle d ge.
It remains to be seen what is the extent
of its resources , and how they are to be
employed ; but its avowed objects are
all-important ; and the avo wal having
been made the subject of public atten-
tion , the adherence of the Society to its
pro fessed princi ples, or its defalca tion
from them , must occasion incalculable
good or harm .

The main object proposed is to esta-
blish a distinction be tween the laws of
the Saviour 's king dom, and those of the
kingdoms of this world ,—between the
Chri stiauity of the New Testameut * and
those counte r feit resemblan ces of it
which have long been received by the
nations of the earth . For this purpose ,
origina l treatises are to be given illus-
tr ative of the history and princi ples of
the Christiau church , and reprint *, en-
tire and abrid ged, of such portions of the
wor ks of eminent divines as have au im-
por tant bearin g on the objects of the
Society. Its affa irs are , we are told ,
conducte d by " Evangelical Dissenters ,"
in whose ranks , it might have been hoped ,
tu auy members of every sect might be
unhesitating ly included . But thoug h an
att achment to the pr inci ple of Dissent
forms a bond of union alread y subsist-
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prebend the Province of Reason In re-
ference to Religion ; a short enumera-
tion of the injurious consequences which
have resulted from attem pts to substitute
the authority of man for the authority
of God ; observations on the practical
tendencies of this spirit of inquiry ; and
lastly, a notice of some of the extensive
benefits which have been conferred on
the human race, aud the numerous evils
which have been checked or prevented
by the spirit of holy freedom in religious
inquiry.

After premising the truth that the
Scriptures are the only infallible guide
in spiritual researches,, we are presented
with an accurate description of that
large class of nominal Christians, whose
faith seems merely au inheritance or an
accident, ending with the declaration , in
which we heartily concur, that "¦ the
great heresy is disregard of Scripture."
P. 4. In distinction from such heretics,
our attention is fixed on the names of
those venerated men who knew where
and how to apply the divine faculty
which forms the highest privilege of im-
mortal natures ; who were as intre pid in
the investi gation as submissive to the
dictates of truth , and who, by a fearless
use of the weapons of controversy, dis-
armed the foes of revelation while they
protected the faith of its feeble adhe-
rents.

We would fain direct the eyes of all
who impose or submit to ecclesiastical
authority to the second department of
the essay before us, and learn from them
why, in a country professing the princi-
ples of the Reformation, the authority of
man should ever be forced into au unna-
tural union with that of the gospel ; why,
having cast off the domination of the
inf allible church , the minds of men
should be held in subservience to any
other church, be it fal li ble or infallible ;
why, the Romisli church being deserted
because it denies the sufficiency of scrip-
ture and the rights of private judgmen t,
Protestant Dissenters should be pro-
nounced heretics because they fin d the
Scri ptures sufficient , and desire to exer-
cise their natural mental rights. Let the
Church of England read and consider,
and then settle her diffe rences as she
best may between the Catholic Dj lssenters
on the one hand, and the Protestant
Dissenters on the other. She may, at
the same time, endeavour to calculate
how long her institutions can withstand
the tendencies of a free spiri t of inquiry.
These tendencies are of general and in-
dividual concern. They are directed to
the overthrow of error and the establish-

ment of truth, in which all men have a
common Interest ; and in the individual
mind, they induce humility , confirma-
tion in Chri stian faith , and consequently
an enlightened spirit of devotion.

Of the millions of rational beings who
have been benefited by the Reformation ,
how many have been aware of the pre-
cise obligations they were under to the
intrepid spirits of the age,—of the true
natu re of the advantages which have ac-
crued from that memorable grapple with
human authority ?

" If we were required to put the pro-
per answer in fewest term s to the ques-
tion , ' What was then accomplished ?'
it would be, that inquiry in matters of
religion was diffused. The strugg le was ,
substantially, whether men shou ld be al-
lowed to think for themselves, or not ;
whether they should read the Bible f o r
themselves, or not ; whether they should
give their consciences to God, or submit
them to the authority of councils, em-
perors, and popes. Persecuting dog-
matists demanded the public faith for
themselves, or rather, that credence
should supply the place of faith ; indig-
nant millions were led by the discovery
of truth , to reply, * We ought to obey
God rather than man.' The great a-
chievement of the age, then , consisted in
this—the emancipation of the mind from
its thraldom ; the excitement; and then
the direction , of a spirit of inquiry, by
which public and private opinion were
set free, and by which that great moral
revolution was effected , which has im-
pressed a characte r of grandeur upon the
sixteenth century."— P. 33.

How many remain who have nut car-
ried out the principle to all its legitimate
consequences !

" It is surely with an ill grace that
those who maintain a great principle in
their contests with the Church of Rome,
and make it the very chief weapon of
their warfare, should disown and dis-
countenance the very same princi ple,
when it seems to run counter to their
prejudices or to their practices Wh y
does the Protestant separate from the
Catholic, bxit for the same general reason
that leads the Puritan to withdraw from
the Conformist ? Can the principle of
separation be good in one case, and bad
in another ? Will he who pleads for the
right of private jud gment in one case,
refuse it in another ? If the Episcopalian
possess by nature the right to ju dge and
decide upo n the claims of the parlal hie-
rarchy, and if he deem them inconsistent
with scripture to resist tire authority of
that church $ does not the Noircotiforni-
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1st also possess the same indefeasible
right to become a separati st; if he enter-
tai n a similar conviction with rega rd to
the episcopal church which Protestant-
ism has erected—to become a separatist ,
we say , without being br anded as a
schismatic ? The true Pro testant prin -
ciple, then , all forms apart , is that for
which we plead ; and for their adherence
to this princi ple, so salutar y, so essen-
tial to true reli gion, to a religion founded
in scrip tare and conscience , the early
Pu ritans , and more especially the late r
Nonconformists , are worth y of immorta l
ren own. It is this spiri t of inquiry in
reli gion which they have so ri gorously
and so- long main tained , that constitutes
the preser viug power by which the mind
is saved from the Scylla of spiritual des-
potism on the one hand , and the Cha-
ry bdis of sceptical licentiousness oo the
other. "—P. 35.

The Society for the diffusion of Eccle-
siastical Know ledge no doubt owes its
formation to the pre valence of reli gious
excitement and the dispositiou to reli-
gious discussion , which are unexampled
in this country. To the same causes it
will in a great degr ee owe its powe r and
usefuluess. Now, while the Church of
England is split in to parties , is the time
for advancing the claims of Dissent.
Now, while a revolution in the temporal
affairs of the Catholics has dr awn the
attention of men to their ecclesiastical
peculiarities , is the time to establish the
leading princip le of the Reformation.
Now , that all " Evan gelical Dissenters "
are placed on a footing of political equa-
lity with their episcopalian brethreu , is
the time to ascertai n the natu re of the
remaining divisions in Ch r is tian society.
Now , when the straitest of all sects are
desired , by an ord inance of their spi-
ritua l directors , to recur to fi rst princi-
ples, is the time when the effort to in-
duce Quakers to reason on religious
matters may not prove utterly hopeless*
Some peculiarity of circumstance ap-
pears , at the presen t moment , to pre pare
every religious body in thia kingdom for
the profitable agitation of questi ons
which it is all-impo rtant to them as men
and as Christians to under stand .

We notice with pleasure the first mo-
tions of an eng ine which cannot but be
powerfu l, and which promises to be ex-
teu sively useful in its operat ions ; and
we shall watch our opportun ity , from
time to limey to add, according to our
influence , a new impulse to its powers ,
or of interpos ing a check , should those
powers appear to us, err oneously direct-
ed. Such co-opera tion and opposition ,

wheresoev er they come, will be welcome
to the Society , if it adheres to its avowed
pri nciples ; and all who are zealous for
the prevalence of gospel truth will be
encoura ged to antici pate and hasten the
day when that union of sects in the pro -
motion of a common object which is
now cemented by mutu al forbearanc e,
will become , by the gradu al development
of truth , an union of unders tandings a*
well as hear ts—a sympath y of the mind
as well as the soul.

Art. If.—The Atoning ' Sacrif ice; a
Display of Love, not of JVra th.
By Noah Worcester. Cfambridffe,
U, S. 1829.
There is a striking agre ement be-

tween the subject and sty le of this little
work. Its argu ments in favour of the
Divine benignity and in disproof of the
partial cruel ty too commoul y impute d to
the ordainer of salvation ar e urged in a
spirit of conciliation which cannot fai l
of augmenting their power. The author
hu succeeded in his attempt to reaso n >
not as the advocate nor as the opponent
of any denomin atio n of Christians , but
as the frieud of peace and truth.

The object of the work is to shew that
the gospel dispensation is charact erized
by benevolence , and that this benevo-
lence is exhibite d in the insepara ble
connexion between repentance and for-
giveness, in the undeviatiug veracity of
God with regard to his th reatening *, in
the constan t inculcation of the duty of for-
giveness , and in the pr omotion of peace on
earth by the ordination of the death of the
Saviour. To effect this main object , va-
rious prevalent doctrines , totally ir recou -
cileable with it , are abl y combated ; and
it is proved that sacrifices cannot be-
come substitute s for punishmen t except
as indica tion s of re pentance, that the
ransom paid for sinners is not indepen -
dent of their own effort s, that vicarious
punishment i« inconsistent with jus tice,
and above all , that salvation by Christ is
a redemption from punishment solely by
being a redempti on from sin. The ad-
vocates of the popular doctrine of the
atonement have been accustomed to in-
sist on one or other or all of these
poin ts , in connexion with a belief in the
impartial love of the universal Father ;
or , if inconsistencies were at length per -
ceived* have been more read y to impeach
the mercy of God , than to relin quish
their convictio n of doctrines which ought
to be proved to be scr iptural , befor e they
can be conceived to be tru e. While the
Chr Uuan dispens ati on , includin g the 8«*lf-
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sacrifice of its Founder , i» universal ly re-
presente d as an ordinance of mercy, it
ar gues as much presumpt ion as weak-
ness in men to insist on its being : a ma-
nifestation of wrath , to ward s eithe r the
ransom or the redeemed . A suffi cient
refu tation of this error is fou nd in the
parable of the prodi gal son ; a passage
of scri ptu re which bears as directl y on
the controverted point as any which can
be adduced .

" It is remarkable how perfectl y this
parabl e precludes every idea of the ne-
cessity of vicarious suffering, in orde r to
the pardon of the penitent sinner. Had
it been the special purpose of our Lord
to provide an ant idote for such a doc-
trine , it Is difficult to conceive what
could have been devised bette r adapted to
that end ; and I veri ly believe that this
parabl e has done more to counteract the
natural effects of the doctrine of vica-
rious punish men t, than any other por -
tio n of Scri pture . Suppose an attem pt
should be made to improve the parable ,
and to accommodate it to the popular
theory of atonemen t a»d forgiveness, by
interpolating or addin g such clauses as
the following: c Prior to the return of
the son , the father had taken care to
secure the honour of his law, by inflict-
ing the penalty due to the prodi gal oq an
innocent substitu te ; and on this grou nd
only, the pardon was granted. ' Who
can deny that such an addition would
mar the beauty of the parable , and
change the characte r which our Lord
gave to the forg iving father ? But would
such marring effects result from the sup-
posed addition , if the doctrine of substi -
tu ted punishm en t were the glory of the
gospel ? I may further ask, Does not
the doctrine of vicarious sacrifice mar
the gospel , as much as the supposed ad-
dition would mar the parabl e ? Such , it
appears to me, is the lamentable fact. "
—P. 215,

At the presen t time , it is difficult to
say what the popular doctrine of the
aton emen t real ly is ; for so many and
such various concessions have been mad e
by its advocates , that if their statements
were compared , !t would be agreed on
aM hands that the orthodo x doctrine of
old days is fairl y surrender ed . Dr. Mur -
doch , in hi« Discourse on the Atone -
ment , observes, " The blood y sacri fice of
the Mediator was not what the law of
God demanded or could accept, as a legal
satisfaction for our sins. All it could do
was to display the feelings of God in re*
gard to his law ; and to secure , by the
impressio n it mad e, the public objects
which would be gained by the execution

of the law." When we find this obser -
vation supported by the memorable con-
cession of the Archbishop of Dublin , tha t
suffering, strictly vicarious , is man ifestly
impossible, since consciousne ss cannot
be transferred , we are tempted to inquir e
what has become of the doctrine which
it is perdition to fari to recognize ? The
usual pleas of the necessi ty of satisfying
the Divine justice and of establishin g a
perfect analogy between the provisions of
the Mosaic and the Chri stian law, utterl y
fail ; and nothing remains for the advo-
cates of the doctrine of atonement but to
suppose , that by some mean s unkno wn ,
some peculiar benefits, also unknown ,
are secured to men by the death of the
Saviour ; a supposition held by many of
the heterodox .

Those who may refe r to the chapters
of the wor k before us which set forth the
views which Christ and bis apostles en-
tertained respecting his sufferings , can -
not fai l of being stru ck by the absence of
all intimation that the Saviour of men
was the object of his Father 's wrath .
Even as the lifting up of the brazen ser-
pent was a token of Divine love, so was
the elevation of the cross : as the pro -
phets suffered by the han d of men while
peculiarl y grac ed by the favour of God ,
so was the greatest of the prophets op-
pressed on earth and privileged fro m
heaven . While the apostle s preached re*
penta nce as the sole, indispensable condi-
tion of pardon , Paul speaks of himself as
being qff ' ered u pon the sacrif ice and ser-
vice of the faith of his converts ; aud as
read y to be off ered\ whep the time of his
departu re wa» at hand. The inti mati ons
which were given by Jesu s of his ap-
proachin g fate , and the observations of
his followers when if  pr eaching Christ
and him cruci fied," are here broug ht to-
gether in a mode which constitute s a
decisive proof to our mind that repe n-
tance and not sat isfaction for sin was
the doctrine ori ginally preached and de-
sigued to be propagated.

After explaining, witb great modera-
tion and trut h, the evil effects which
may be expected to result from the as-
cription of different princi ples of justice
and mercy to the Divine and to human
beings , our author presents us, in the
following passage, with what may be re^
gard ed as a summary of his views :

" How exceedingly different , and how
much more affecting, is an atoning ^ sacri -
fice made on the princi ple of overcomi ng
evil with good, than a sacrifice made by
a disp lay of avenging justice on the in-
nocent as a substitute for the guilty I
Does not the iatfler theory approach too
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wear imputing to God the policy of over-
coming evil with evil:? I am far fram
suppo sing that such is the intent ion of
those who adopt the hypothesis ; but
what better would they be able to make
of the princip le, should they see it adopt-
ed in any form of hu man government ?
But if we exclude from our views of the
aton ement every thing vindictiv e, re-
garding it as truly a disp lay of love, and
of such forbearing, forgiviug love on ths
part of God , as was exemplified by the
Son in prayi ng for his enemies , how
trul y do we behold a reconciling sacrif ice ,
in the highest degre e adapted to melt
the heart , and reconcile the sinne r to
God ' " —-P. 200.

Art. Ill —An Essay on the Charac ~
ier and Writings of Fenelon. By
W. E. Channin g-, D. D. Liverpool ,
F. B. Wri ght ; London , R. Hunter ,
and Teulon and Fox. 12mo. pp .
67- 1829.

Remarks on the Disp osition which now
pr evails to form Associationŝ and
to accomp lish all Objects by  Organ-
ized Ma sse8. By W. E. Channin g,
D. D. E, Rainford. 8vo. pp. 36.
1830.

Two more pam phlets from the pen of
Dr. Channin g ! Of them , as of all his
wri t ings , we say, Welcome be they !
Welcome the freshness , the spi ri t , the
ori ginality, the glowing benevolence , and
the lofty hope , which characterize them
all ! The Repository has never been
slow to jo in a chorus which is more
loud l y sounded every year ; but neither
has criticism upon Dr. C. 's writi ngs been
excluded from Us pages. In fact , C han -
ning is one of the last men over whom
we shou ld tak e upon us to spread the
wi tig of our protection . The determined
purpo se with which he goes about his
work ought to convince every one that
he has settled the mat ter with himself ,
aud ia re ady to listen to all that can be
said against him , we hope not in the
spiri t of defiance , but of coura geous qui-
etn ess . Of course , his is a perilous sta-
tion  ̂

and he. must have a care both of
enemies and friends , but especially of
his frien ds. His is one of those names
we want to keep holy for the general
good of Christe ndom. And his car&e r is
a bri ghtening, we trust , and constantl y
impr oving one. In every fresh prod uc-
tion of his pen , we delight to find symp-
toms of stro nger faith , of wanner love,
of more sound , substantial h ope. If he
does not value lesa the high intel lectual

powers with which God has blessed him,
we t rus t he prizes with metr e, devout af-
fection the bette r gift which has been
breathed into his soul ; the strong desire
to serve his God aud his fellow-creatur es
with those powers. Whateve r , indeed ,
may be the opinions of a few scatter ed
individuals amon g Unit ar ians , it seems
to be pretty generall y acknowledged that
he has touched the righ t striuc , and that
it has answe re d to his hand. He has
kind led up more ©f true ardour , more of
virtuous and ind ependent feeling, among
us, tha n all our critic al scholars put to*
gether ; and the reaso n is evident. They
have laboured successfully to pull down ;
he is endeavouring to build up from a
bette r foundation . The work is grow -
ing, and its progress is cheerin g the heart
in everv direction.

Dr. Channing 's remarks on Fenelon
are by this time well known to most of
our readers ; they contain splendid and
beautifu l passage s, yet are not withou t
exaggeratio n , aud now and the n some-
what contradictory . We are inclined to
think Fenelon \s views of human nature
also not so dark as Dr. C. has dep icted
them . So frequently, at least , was this
darkness dispelled by his view of the
ever-present Deity , present in every soul
of man ; so perfectly synonymous in his
mind were the ideas of God and good-
ness, that he never could have contem -
plated human nature in that state of
-abandonment in which Calviuists some-
times place it. In all his letters , his aim
is to turn his correspondents fro m the
unprofi table views of thei r own sinful-
ness ,, fro m the contemp lation of human
depravity to that of human recovery .
Doubtless , he was obscure , but it is an
obscurity which can be better cleared
up by the heart thau by the head . A
thousand Christian s can /<?*/what Fene-
lon means , and deri ve from their own
apprehe nsions of his meaning consola-
tion aud peace , for one who is puzzled
and perplexed by his occasionally ambi-
guou s expressions.

The second pam phlet is weighty and
practical. Dr. Channing 's aim is to put
us on ottr guard against the dan ger to
indepe ndence of character aris ing out of
the present rag e for union and associa-
tion. We can only mak e room for one
passage , but the tract ought to be in Our
readers ' owu hands.

" The common opinion is, that our
dan ger from society ari ses wholl y f rom
its bad member s, and th at we caunot ea-
sily be too imurh influence d by the good.
But , to our appre hension , there is a peril
in the influence both of good and bad.
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Wbat man y of us have chiefly to dread
from society, is, not that we shall acquire
a positive character of vice , but that it
will impose on us a negative charac ter ,
that we shall live and die passive beings ,
that the creati ve and self- forminer energy
of the soul will not be called forth in the
woTk of our improvement. Our danger
Is, that we shall substi tute the consciences
of oth ers for our own ; that we shall
paralyze our faculties throug h depend-
euce on foreign guides ; that we shall be
moulded fro m abroad instead of deter -
mining ourselves. The pressure of so-
ciety upon us is constan t , and almost
immeasurable ; now open and direct in
the form of authority and menace , now
subtle and silent in the guise of blandish-
ment and promise. What mighty power
is lodged in a frown or a smile, in the
voice of praise and flatter y , in scorn or
neglect , m pu blic opinion , in domestic
habits and prejudices , in the state and
spirit of the community to which we
belong ! Nothing escapes the cognizance
of society . Its legislation extends even
to our dress , movements , featu res ; and
the individual bears the tTaces , even in
countenance , air , and voice, of the social
influences am idst which he has been
plunged. We are in great peril of grow-
ing up slaves to this exacting, arbitrary
soverei gn; of forge tting, or never learn-
ing, oar true responsibility ; of liviag in
unconsciousness -of that divine power
with which we are invested over our-
selves, and in which all the dignit y of
our nature is conce ntered ; of overlook-
ing the sacred ness of our minds , and
laying them open to impressions from
any and all who surround us. Resist-
ance of this foreign pre ssure is our only
safeguard , and is essential to virtue. All
virtue lies in individual action , in inward
energy, in self-determination. There is
no moral worth in being swept away by
a crowd , even toward s the best objects.
We must act fro m an inward spring.
The good , as well as the bad , may injure
us , if , th rough that intoleran ce which is
a common infirmit y of the good , they
Impose on us authoritative ly their own
convictions , and obstruct our own intel-
lectual and moral activity . A state of
society, in which correct habi ts prevai l,
may produ ce in many, a mechanical re-
gularity and reli gion , which is any thing
but virtue. Nothin g morall y great or
good springs from mere sympath y and
imitation. These princi ples will onl y
forge chains for us, and perpetuate our
infanc y, unless more and more controlled
and subdued by that inward law-giver
aud j udge , whose author ity is from God ,

and whose sway over our whole natur e,
alone secures its free , glorious , and ever-
lasting expansion .

" The truth is, and we need to feel it
most deeply, that our connexion with so-
ciety, as it is our gre atest aid , so it is
our greatest peril . We are in constant
dange r of being spoiled of our mora l
jud gment , and of our power over our -
selves ; and in losing these , we lose the
chief prerogativ es of spiritu al beings .
We sink , as far as mind can sink , into
the wor ld of matter , the chief dis tinction
of which is, that it wan ts self-motion ,
or moves only from forei gn impulse .
The propensit y in our fellow-creatures ,
which we hav e most to dread , is that ,
which , though most severely condemned
by Jesus , is yet the most frequent in-
firmity of his followers ; we mean , the
propensity to rule , to tyrannize , to war
with the freedom of their equals , to make
them selves standards for other minds ,
to be lawgivers instead of breth ren and
friend s to their race . Our great and
most difficult dut y as social beings , is , to
derive constant aid from society without
taking its yoke ; to open our minds to
the thoug hts , reasonings , and persuasions
of others , and yet to hold fast the sacred
ri ght of private jud gment ; to receive
impulses from our fellow-beings , and yet
to act fro m our own souls ; to sympa -
thize with others , and yet to determine
our own feelings ; to act with others ,
and yet to follow our own consciences ;
to unite social deference and self-dom i-
nion ; to join moral self-subsistence with
social depend ence ; to respect others
without losing self-re spect ; to love our
friends , and to reverence our superiors ,
whilst our supreme homage is given to
that moral perfection which no friend
and no superior has realized , and which ,
if faithfull y pursu ed , will often deman d
separation from all around us. Such is
our great work as social beings , an d to
perform it we should look habituall y to
Jesu s Christ , who was distinguish ed by
nothing more than by mora l iudepeii d-
ence, than by resisting and overcomi ng
the world ."—Pp. 8—10.

Art . IV.— The Christian Beatitudes.
A Discour se on the Commencem ent
of Christ' 8 Sermon on the Moun t :
p reached in Carter -Lane Chap el ,
Doctors9 Commons. By J ohn S.
Porter. London : Hunter , Eato n ,
arid Teulon and Fox . Qvo. pp. 44.
1829.
The first twelve verses of the Sermon

on the Mount afford «o large a variety of

J 20 Critical Notices.— Theological.



subjects for the divine , that it is evident
tha t each can be onl y lightl y touched on
in the compass of a single discourse ,
however long. In the following passage
we fiud the Chris t iau virtues , which were
hal lowed by the blessing of Jesus , placed
as a class in opposition to those qualities
which are yet held in high esteem in
Ch ristian society. Our re aders will agree
with us iu recognizing the truth and
allowing the importance of the contrast.

" The qualities to which our Lord
here and elsewhere assigns the most
conspicuous place, thoug h their names
were long previousl y known to the world ,
had mouldered in comparati ve neg lect .
It was our Saviour 's hand which firs t
drew forth from the obscurity in which
they had lingered , the virtues of meek -
ness, purity of heart , placability , hum-
bleness of mind , and patient endurance
of wro ng.

*' In the Beati tudes which he pro -
nounced in our text , this distinction is
strik ingly exem plified. Any person whose
characte r perfectl y corresponded to the
rules which he here lays down , would
be meek , comp lying, forg iving ; silent
and gentle under insult ; anxious for re-
conciliation , where others would onl y
pursue revenge ; indul gent to the way-
wardness , and y ielding to the obstinacy,
of men. The world would call this
tameness , feebleness , cowardice . 1 be-
lieve uo such character was ever ho-
noure d with the app lause of any moral-
ist , till the Sermon on the Mount was
delivered. On the other hand , we cau-
not find , either here or in other par ts of
our Lord 's instructions , any appro bation
bestowed on the daring and active , im-
petuous and sensitive , character , which
is disting uished by vigour in its determi-
nation s and inflexibility in its feelings,
wheth er of pa rtiality or aversiou ; and
which , under the name of heroism , has
always been popular.

" 1 have not pointed out this distinc -
tion as a matter of curiosity, althoug h I
th ink it remarkabl y curious , but because
it places in a strong light the excellence
of our Saviour as a teacher of morality .
The fact is, that in the estimate formed
of the comparative merit and demeri t of
the two sorts of characters referre d to,
the opinion of the world at large is to-
ta lly wron g, and that promulgate d by our
Lord is perfectl y corr ect. Of this I think
any reasonable man , who would onl y
exerci se deliberate jud gment , would soon
be convinced . I imag ine the unbeliever
himself could be broug ht without much
difficult y to acknowled ge the justice of
this urincinl p : for it ia one of that class

of truths which , however difficult to dis -
cover , appear extremel y simple wheu
once they are fairly stated aud explained.
To shew the correctness of the estimate
furnished by the gospel , we have only
to consider that the truth of any princip le
in morals ought alway s to be tried with
reference to its universality. If a person
sta tes to me that a particular descri pt ion
of characte r is more excellent than ano-
ther , he must mean that it would be for
the good of the world , if that character
which he commends were found in every
individual of our race. Now, if the pa-
tience and meekness , the justice and
temperance , enjoined iu the gospel, were
un iversall y practised , the world wou'̂ 1
be a scene of concord , love and hap pi-
ness : whereas if the whole of manki nd
were such heroes as men in genera l
highly admire , resentments , discords ,
and animosities , would prevail to the end
of time. The one system would perpe -
tuate peace , the other would perpetu ate
confusion. Exactly in the same pr opor-
tion as the Christian meekness and pa-
tience preponderated , would happ iness
and charity prevail over misery and en-
mity. "— Pp. 31—33.

The above extract enables our readers
to judge for themselv es of the sty le of the
discourse ; and we are confident that the
name which it bears will eusure their
favourable prepossessious , and their
hopes tha t intrep idit y aud ardour in the
assertio n aud diffusion of evangelical
truth may in this case , as in many others ,
prove hered itary.

Art. V.— The Gentleness of the Chris -
tian Min ister an Argume nt for Per -
severan ce in the Fa ith . A Sermon
occasione d by  the Death of the Rev.
Sam uel Crowtf ittr, A. M. y tr icar of
Chris t Church , Newgate Street .
By Daniel Wilson, A. Ai., Vicar of
Islington. London : Saunders and
Benning. 1821). Pp. 71.
This discourse is a very favourable spe-

cimen of prea ching according to the
school of Evang elical Churchmei u It s
publication will have the effect of com-
muuicathig, far and wide, an impression
of the pious and fai th ful character which
it delineate s. The text is one of the
most beautifu l that could liuve been
adapted to the subject. 1 Thess. ii. 7 :
iS But we were gentle among you , even
as a nurse cher isheth her children. "

The preacher thus descri bes the pecu-
liarity of the ministerial office : " We
are entrusted with the gospel of Christ ,
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with the ministry of reconciliation. "
The ministe r of ChriBt ,hesay s, has " to
prepare for the gospe l by teaching the
guilt and condemn ation of man , his ac-
countabl eness to Almighty God , his ob-
ligat ions to obedience , the holiness and
goodness of the law which he has broken ,
his f al len and corrupt state , his blindness of
unders tanding y his perverseness and disor.
der of will, his interior and deeply-seated
enmity against God*' In this langua ge,
with much of a like nature , it is proba-
ble that the preach er , with many others
of the sam e school , has confounded the
state of corru pted human nature with
human nature itself. The latter is pure
a»d holy, as it comes out of the hands
of its Maker , and to revile this is to re-
rile God. The gospel is well defined by
the preache r in the words of an Evange -
list , " God so loved the world , that he
gave his only-begott en Son , that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish ,
but have ever lasting life ."

Is this the language of Calvinism ?
Does this impl y the deity of Christ ? To
be a son of God is the pri vilege of all
Christians. And as to the term " onl y-
begotten Son ,'* truth compelled even the
orthodox Parkhurst to declare (see his
Greek Lexicon) , that he apprehended it
strictl y and properl y belonged to Christ 's
humanit y. Yet the preacher , in the same
page , speak s of the incarnation of " God
the Son." Wher e does he find that
phrase in! the Bible ? This is not all.
He speak s also of the efficacious grace of
" God the Holy Ghost." " The grace of
God ," we fr equentl y read of in our Bi-
ble ; " the gratfe of the Lord Jesus
Christ ," we would treasure up iii our
minds ; the grace of the Hol y Ghost , or
Holy Spirit , we believe is uot a scri ptural
expr ession; but the grace of God the Holy
Ghost is language which we may safel y
say would have been condemned by Je-
sus Christ and the apostles. Pau l , at the
dose of his second lette r to the Corin -
thians , expresses a devout wish for his
breth re n , that they mi ght enjoy the grace
of the Lor d Jesus Christ , the love of
God , and the communion of the Hol y
Spirit. This would read , in our preach-
er 's langu age , t he communion of God the
Holy  Ghost ! Woul d this have been in-
telligible to Paul ? But it was the reli-
gion of Crtinmer. It was the form of the
Chri stian religion agreed to by the arch -
bishops and bishops of both provinces *and of the Convocation , holden at Lon -
don , in the year 15f*2. Therefore all
candid ate s for situ ations in the Chu rc h
of Eng land , must even now, in the year
18 30, declare thetr unfeigned assent and

consent to this Athanasian heresy. Is.
this state of things always to continu e
amongs t ??s ? Shall then the lapse of
almost three centuries introduce no re-
formation into God' s worshi p ? And can-
not we see more clearly than the men
who were nursed , in Popery, and who
confessedl y received their first impr es-
sions of Ch ristianity, not from the Bible,
but from the Church of Rome ? Preac h-
ers of the same stam p with Mr. Wilson
are the miuority, but probabl y an in-
creasing bod y in the church ; yet all have
subscribed the same creed , however op-
posite their belief may have been— the
Parrs and the Simpsons, the Richmond *
and the Paleys, the Hawkers and the Laws,
—and this is done " to avoid diversities
of opinions " !

But there was a greater uniformity in
the first ages of our Protestant churc h.
This is well put by the preac her himself:

" Did he not " (viz. the depa rte d Vicar
of Christ Church) " cordiall y, and from
the bottom of his heart , ente r into the
Articles , Homilies , and Liturgy of the .
Churcli of which he was a ministe r ?
Did he not preach the same doctrines in
his day which Ci;anmer , and Ridley, and
Latimer , Noel, and Hooker , and Sand ys,
did in the age of the Reformation ; and
which Hull , and Davenant , and Pearson ,
and Reverid ge , and Hopkins , and Leigh-
ton , did in the century which succeeded
it ?" We dar e say the zealous preac her
is correct in his imp lication , and. that his
hearers , so far as the y can be su pposed to
be acquai nted with these fathe rs of the
Church of England would answer Yes.
But there is a much more per tine nt ques-
tion to7 ask , and it is this : Were the
doctrine s of these great men identical
with th e reli gion of the New Testamew i ?
Is this the question to which the chief
attention is paid by the clergyme n of the
Establishment ? We think it cannot be,
while the articles of Cranmer are to> be
subscribed. We blame not those who
p reach faithfully ,  and we doubt not that
this is true of the author of the Sernoon
before us« He is faithful according to
his knowledge , and his knowle dge hap-
pens to be that of the sixteenth century.

The late Dr. Edmund Law was also,
we believe, faithful in the doctrine which
he prea ched , and his " Consideratio ns
on the Theor y of Religion," display au
acu te no ss of jud gment , an extent of
scr iptu ral knowled ge, a piety of spiri t ,
and a rea sonableness of belief , which will
hear compariso n with the Latimersi or
with any othe r of the tights of the En&Iia h
Church . Yet Bishop Law believed Un i-
tarian tam to be the religion of the Bible.
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And we rejoice to be assured by his son *still sitting on the Ep iscopal bench , that
" no alterations or addition s whate ver
have been admitted into the edition of
1820, except the author 's last ve rbal
corr ections. " Now , what advantage for
the discovery of truth , which Cranmer
possessed , was not amp ly enjoyed by
Law ? And did not many great inconve-
nience s impede the researches of Cran-
mer in the sixteenth century , fro m which
Law , in the eightee n th , was entirel y
free ? Wh y then should Eng lishmen
pre vent their church from going on to
perf ection ?

Mr. Wilson has enriched his discourse
with many very inte resting biograp hical
and some ingenious critical observations.

We onl y add , that the profi ts of the
sale are designed to increase the com-
forts of the widow and the fatherless.

Art. VI.—Jeff erson 's Memoirs and
Corresp ondence. Vols. III. and IV.
We have alre ad y remarke d of the first

and second volumes of this work , that
they will be more acceptable to the histo -
rian than to the public : the same may be
said of great part of the third , but not
of the fourth . In the fou rth we have the
venerabl e patrio t himself in the fore-
groun d , and stri pped of his armour ; he
tells us that , in his old age , he is agai n
a har d student ; that he rises with the
sun , and never goes to bed without an
hou r , or half an hour 's readin g of " some-
thin g moral whereon to ruminate in the
inte rvals of sleep ;" th at his digest ion is
as good as ever , and that he has not lost
a tooth . These little " egotis ms (as
he is p leased to call them) are dul y in-
ter ming led with the top ics of the day,
wit h political and moral discussion , and
wit h metap hysica l speculation. <* In the
bosom of my famil y, an d surroun ded by
book s," says the writer to one of his
fr ien ds, " I enjoy a repose to which I
hav e been long a strauger. M y morni ngs
<iie devote d to correspondence . From
br eak fast to dinner , I am in my shops,
my garden , or on. horseback among my
farm s ; from dinne r to dark , I give to
society and recreation with my neigh-
bours and friends ; and from cand le-light
to ear ly bed time I read .'' Tacitus ajnd
H orace , he tells us in another place, afe
again familiar to him, and hJU earl y pas ^
^
iou for mat beroa j tici has re tu rned ,

'* Wit h my neighbours ," says he , " \tal k of ploughs and harrow s, seeding and
ha rvesting , an d of politics , too , if they

choose it , with as little reserve as the
rest of my fellow^ citizens , and feel at
length the blessing of being free to> say
and do what I please , without beiug re-
sponsible for it to any mortal. "—Vol . IV.
p . 145 .

" Your puzzling letter ," says he to
another friend , " with its crowd of scep^
ticisms , kept me fro m sleep. I read it ,
and laid it down agai n and again : aud
to give rest to my mind , I was obliged
to recur ultimatel y to my habitu al ano-
dyne. * 1 feel therefore 1 exist. ' I feel
bodies which are not myself : there are
other existences then. I call them mat-
ter , I feel them changing place. This
gives me motion. Where there is an ab»
sence of matter , I call it void, or nothing ^
or immaterial space.*' —" I can conceive
thoug ht to be an action of a particular
organization of matter , as well as that
attrac tion is an action of matter , or mag-
netism of loadstone. When he who de*
nies to the Creato r the power of endow -
ing matter with the mode of action called
thinking shall shew how he could endow
the sun with the mode of action called
at traction y which reins the planets iu the
track of their orbits , or how au absence
of matter can have a will , and by that
will put matter into motion , the Mate -
rialist will be lawfull y required to ex-
plain the pro cess by which matter exer-
cises the faculty of thinking. " We have
alread y noticed that iu the earlier part
of Mr. Jefferso n 's career , his opinions
were hostile to the claims of revelation ;
in his subsequent correspondence with
his intimate friends , he explains himself
on this subject more full y, and with a
candour aud Tightness of mind which we
can not but respect , whatever we may
th in k of his doctrine. " To the corrup-
tions of Christianity, '* saya he to Dr ,
Rus h , " I am indeed opposed, but not to
the genuine precepts of Jesus himself.
I am a Chris t ian in the only sense in
which he wished any one to be ; sincerely
attached to his doctrines in prefere nce
to all-others ; ascribing to himself every
huma n excellence , and believing he never
claimed any other. " " The free exerc ise
of reas on," says he elsewhere , *' is all
I ask fqr the vindication of the character
of Jesus. We Aud in the writings of his
biographers matte r of two distinct de-
scriptions . First , a ground-wo rk of vul-
gar ignor ance , of things impossible , of
superstitions , fanaticis ms, and fabrica-
tions. Intermixed with these again arc
sublime, ideaa of tfye Supreme Being,
aphor isms and precepts of the pures t mo-
ral ity and beuevoleuce, sanctioned by a
life of humility, innocence , and simp li-
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city of mann ers , neglect of riches , ab-
sence of worldl y ambition and honours ,
with an eloquence and per suasiveness
which have not been surpassed . These
could not be invent ions of the grovelling
authors who relate them . They are far
beyon d the powers of their feeble minds.
They shew that there teas a character , the
subject of their history 9 whose splendid con-
ceptions were above all suspicion of  being
interpolations from their hands .11 —" That
Jesus did not mean to impose himself on
mankind as the Son of God , physically
speaking , I have been convince d by the
writings of men more learned than my-
self in that lore ." (Alluding, probab ly,
to Dr. Priestle y's History of the Cor-
ruptions of the Christian Church , which
Mr. Jefferson elsewhere praises highl y.)
" But that he might conscientiousl y be-
lieve himself inspired from above , is
very possible. "—" Elevated by the en-
thusiasm of a warm and pure heart , con-
scious of the hi gh strains of an eloquence
that had not been taugh t him , he might
readil y mistak e the corrnscations of his
own fine genius for insp irations of a
hi gher order. "—Vol. IV. p. 336.

The solution is obviousl y inapplicable
to any thin g but the mere words of Ch rist ,
(as reporte d by the Evangelists ,) and
leaves the fac ts of his own miracles and
resurrection , and the lives and deaths of
his apostles , unexp lained ; but the work-
ings of such a mind as Mr. Jefferson 's
cannot be uninteresting or un instructive ,
and his conviction of the ori ginalit y and
beau ty of the character of Jesus (bearing
down , as it does , on his system, every
thing Tike truth and reason before it) is
extremel y impressive and striking . Of
nominal Christianity , (or Platonism , as
he calls it ,) Mr. Jefferson expresses his
opinion on every occasion , in a most un
ceremonious man ner : it is " a hocus
pocus phantas m," " a counter -reli gion
made up of the deliria of craz y imag ina-
tions , as forei gn from Chr istianity as is
that of Maho met." " I trust ,'* says he ,
in a letter to Dr. Waterhouse , " th at
there is not a young man now living in
the United State s who will not die an
Unitarian ." To a friend , who had sent
him some Unitarian pamp hlets , he ex-
presses himself as follows : " The pure
and simple unit y of the Creato r of the
univers e, is now all but ascenda nt in the
Eastern state s ; it is dawning in the
West , and ad vancing towards the South ;
and 1 confid entl y expect th at the present
generatio n will see Unitarianism become
the gener al reli gion of the United States / 1
Nothing can be more amiabl e, or more
char acteristic of real elevation of mind .

than the advance s which we find M r. J ef-
ferson making towa rds his old fr iend and
political oppo nent , John Adams; the care
with which he excuses to himself and
his friends any little harshness or irrita -
tion into which the eagerness of party
feeling may have betrayed his anta gonist ;
and the cordiali ty with which he reminds
him of the days when they fought side
by side , and accomplish ed the great
work together * Whe n all intercourse
between them was suspended , and Mrs .
Adams , in condol ing with Mr. Je fferson
on the death of his dau ghte r , to whom
she had been greatl y at tached , thought
proper to subscribe herself as " one who
had once been his friend ," we find him
labouring, throug h the int e rvention of a
common friend , to bring about a recon -
ciliation. " With a man possessing so
many estimable qual ities ," says he to Dr.
Hush , " why should we be dissocialized
by mere differen ces of opinion in politics ,
in reli gion , in. philosop hy, or any thing
else ? His opinions are as hone stly
formed as my own. Our differe nt views
of the same subject are tlie result of a
difference in our orga nization and expe-
rience. 1 never with drew from the so-
ciety of any man on this account , altho ugh
many have done it from me ; much less
should I do it from one with whom I
had gone throug h , with hand and heart ,
so many try ing scenes."—Vol. IV. p. 171.

The personal accusation which was
unspar ingly invented and repeated by the
respective factions , he nob ly set out of
the questiou. " Mr. Adams never said
so," was the spirit of his rep ly to those
who informed him of the calum nies of
the opposite party ; " if we were both
to die to-morrow , they would set up two
other names , and carry on the same sys-
tem." A mongst M r. J effers on 's corr e-
spondents , we particularly noticed the
great an d good Genera l Gates, who did
what we caunot but wish that Was hin g-
ton had done—manumitted his slaves du r -
ing his life-time. There is also an in-
teresting letter to Mr. Jared Sparks on
the subje ct of African coloniza tion.

Art. VII.—Letters and Journa ls of
Lord Bvvon, with Notices of his
Lif e .  By Thomas Moore. 2 vols.
Vol. I. 4to. pp. 6/0.
Our present notice of this volum e

must be confined to telling those of our
readers whom it may not yet have reac h-
ed what they may expect to find in it.
And truly it is a noble bill of fare ,
though , afte r all , nothing can thoroug hl y
reconcile us to the destruction of that
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MS. which Mr. Moore , in an evil hou r
for his own reputation for mental cou-
rage and fidelity, committed to the flames.
It would have been something to know
tha t such an unsparing self-anal ysis as
it was said to be , such an exposed of the
arcana of aristocratical life, such a con-
trib ution to the philosop hy of the human
mind and character , had been still in
existence , though its publication had
been reserved for the third or fourth ge-
nera tion. But it is gone ; we must be
thankfu l for what we can get ; and we
have got here a book of deep interest —
an inte rest which , from the vari ety of its
sources, cannot fail of being as universa l
as it is intense .

The bulk of the volume consists of the
correspondence and memoranda of Lor d
Byron ,—a treasure of philosoph y, wit ,
and gra ce. The pro se of poets is usuall y
admirable ,—witness Southey 's histories
aud Wordsworth' s prefaces and essays ,
—to go no fur ther back than our own
time. The notes to Byron 's poems ar e ,
l»y some , relished almost as much as the
poems themselves ; but , gracef u l as they
are , they had little pre pared us for the
splendid disp lay which this volume affords.
A collection of 240 letters furnishes , of
course , a great variet y of subject s and of
sty le ; but whatev er their tone , whether
they breath e despondency or r eckless
gaiet y, whether addressed to a school-
boy , a literary acquain tance , or one that
'* sticketh closer than a bro ther ," the
same vigour , ori ginali ty, and beauty, are
evident in all. VVe can give but a random
specimen.

" To Mr. Dallas .
" Newstead Abbey, Aug. 12, 1911.

" Peace be with the dead ! Regr et
cannot awak e them . With a sigh to the
departe d , let us resume the dull business
of life, in the certainty that we also shall
have our repose . Besides her who gave
me being, I have lost more than one who
made that being tolerable . The best
frien d of my friend Hobhouse , Matthews ,
a man of the first tale nts , and also not
the worst of my nar row circle , has pe-
rish ed miserabl y in the mudd y waves of
the Cam , always fatal to genius :—my
poor school-fellow Wing fiel d , at Coim-
bra ,—within a month : and whilst I had
hear d from all thr ee, but not seen one.
M at the ws wrot e to me the very day be-
fore his death ; and though 1 feel for his
fat e, I am still more anxious for Ho b-
house , who , 1 ve ry much fear , will hardl yreta in his senses ; his letters to me since
the event have been most incoher e n t.But let t his paxs—we .shall all one day
puss aloilt!: with the rr »Ht—the world is

too full of such things , and our very sor-
row is selfish .

" I received a lette r from you which
my late occupations prevent ed me from
dul y notic ing,—I hope your friends and
famil y will long hold together. I shall
be glad to hear from you oo business ,
ou common place , on any thing, or
nothing—but death . I am alread y too
familiar with the dead . It is strange that
I look on the skulls which stand beside
me (I hare always had four in my stud y)
without emotion ; but I cannot stri p the
features of those 1 hav e known of their
fleshy covering, even in idea , without a
hideous sensation ; but the worms are
less ceremonious. Surel y the Romans
did well when they bur ned the dead .—I
shal l be happy to hear fr om you , and am
yours ," &c.

His "Detached Thoug hts ," from which
we are favour ed with lar ge extracts , are
yet more valuable than his letters. They
are thrown off with the utmost ease and
carelessness ; and we are thus furnished
with the pleasant emp loyment of picking
out his opinions aud asce rtaining his
feelings on subjects of the deepest inte -
rest in the midst of gracefu l nonsense ,
and the most trivial details of every -day
life . Take , for instance , the following
sentences , mixed up wi th memoranda
about biscuits and soda-wa ter , and de-
clarati ons of affection forj unius , because
" he was a good hater. "

" I awoke from a dream—well ! and
have not othe rs d reamed ? — Such a
dream !—but she did not overtake me.
I wish the dead would rest , however.
Ugh ! how my blood chilled 1 — and I
could not wake—a nd—and—he igho \

" 'Shadows to-ni ght
Have struck more terr or to the soul of

Richard
Than could the substance of ten thou-

sand 
Arme d all in proof , and led by shal-

low ;
" I do not like this dream ,—I hate its

( fore gone conclus ion/ And am I to be
shaken by shadows ? Aye , when they
remi nd us of—no matter—b ut , if I d ream
thus again , 1 will try whether all sleep
has the like visions. Since I rose , I' ve
been in conside rable bod ily pain also ;
but it is gone , and now , like Lord Ogle-
by, I am wound up for the day. "—P *
44 7.

Again ,
« ' AH are inclined to believe what they

covet , fro m a lottery-tic ket up to a pass-
po rt to Pa radise ,—in wh ich , from de-
scri ption , 1 see nothing very tempti ng.
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My restlessness tells me I have some -
thing within th at * passeth show!' It is
for Him who made it , to prolon g that
spark of celesti al fire which illumin ates ,
yet burns , this frai l tenement ; but I see
no such horror in a f dreamless sleep/
and I hare no conception of any exist-
ence which duration would not render
tiresome. How else * fell the angels ,'
even according to your creed ? They
were immort al , heavenl y, and hap py as
their apostate Abdtel is now by his tre ach-
ery . Time must decide ; and eter nity
won 't be the less agreeable or more hor -
rible because one did not expect it. In
the mean time , I am gratefu l for some
good , and tolerably patient und er certai n
evils—grace a Dieu et man bon tempera -
ment. "— P. 455 .

Thoug h there is no reaso n to doubt
the sincerity of the foregoing passag e, it
is but fair to give, as a set-off , some lines
which we elsewhere find :
" Forget this world , my restless sprit e ;

Turn , turn th y thoughts to Heav 'u :
There must thou soon direct thy flight ,

If errors are forg iven.
To bigots and to sects unknown ,
Bow down benea th th* Almighty 's

throne ;—
To him address thy trembling pra yer ;

He , who is merciful and just ,
Will not reject a child of dust ,

Although his meanest care.
Father of Li ght ! to thee I call ,

My soul is dark within ;
Thou , who canst mark the sparrow fall ,

Avert 1 the death of sin.
Thou , who can st guide the wandering

star ,
Who calm'st the elemental war ,

Whose mantle is yon boundless sk y,
M y th oughts , my words , my crimes for-

give ;
And , since I soon must cease to live,

Instruct rue how to die. "

The delicate and difficult subject of
Lord Byron 's scepticism is beau tifull y
handled by his biograp her. Mr. Moore
has , in this instance , as in most others ,
admi rab ly combined the fidelity of the
histor ian with the tenderness of the
friend. His task has been one of pecu-
liar difficul ty. To exhibit , with a friendl y
hand , the singularities of the most sin-
gular of minds ; to reveal its defor mities
while bespeak ing due honour to its beau -
ties ; to abstain from extenuation or eu-
logy, where the temptation to both is
peculiarl y powerf ul , evinces no little
principle , judgment , and tas te. The
minor excellences of biogra phy also
abound. The style is simp le, the narra -

tive condu cte d with grace , and anim ated
th roughou t with an interest , the cr edit
of which ought , perha ps , to attach , in
some degree , to th e narr ator , as well
as to his subject. The plenitude of the
details has surprised and gr atified us ;
but their int erest , alas ! only aggravates
our repinings for what we have lost.
The following passages will she w how
well Mr . Moore understood , auH can
made others understand , the niceties of
the subj ect of which he treats .

*s The genera l character which he bore
among the masters at Harro w was that
of an idle boy, who would never learn
any thing ; and , as far as regarded his
tasks in school , this reputation was , by
his own avowal , not ill founded. It is
impossible , indeed , to look throu gh the
books wh ich he had then in use, and
which are scribbled over with clumsil y
interlined translations , without being
struck with the narrow extent of his clas -
sical attainments. The most ordinary
Greek word s have thei r English signifi -
cation scrawled un der them ,—sh ewing
too plainly that he was not sufficientl y
familiarized with their meaning to trust
himself without this aid . Thus , in his
Xenop hon , we find veo*, youn g—aroaacnv,
bodies—-av&gamo iq toiq ccya&ou; , good men,
&c , &c.—and even in the volumes of
G reek plays which he presented to the
library on his departure , we obser ve,
among other instances , the common word
%gvo-o<; provided with its Eng lish repre -
sentati ve in the mar gin. But , notwith-
standing his backwardness in the mere
verbal scholarshi p, ou which so large
and precious a portion of life is wasted ,
in all that general and miscellaneous
knowled ge which is alone usefu l in the
world , he was making ra p id and eve n
wonderful prog ress. With a mind too
inquisitive and excur sive to be impriso ned
within statutable limits , he flew to sub-
jects that interested his alread y manl y
tas tes, with a zest which it is in vain to
expect that the mere pedantries of school
could insp ire ; and the irregular , but ar-
dent , snatches of stu ^y which he caug ht
in this way gave to a mind like his an
im pulse forward s, which left more disci-
plined and plodding competitors far be-
hind. The list , indeed , which he has
left on record of the works , in all depart-
ments of literature , which he thus has til y
and greedily devoured before he was fif-
teen years of age , is such as almost to
startle belief ,—comprising, as it does , a
range and variety of study, which might
mak e much older ' helluones libroru m '
hide their heads. • • •

•' To a youth like Byron , abound ing
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with the most passionate feelings , and
(hid ing sympath y "with only the ruder
parts of his nature at home, the little
wor ld of school afforded a vent for his
affections , which was sure to call them
forth in th eir most arde nt form. Accord-
ing ly, the friendshi ps which he contracte d
both at sch ool and college were little
less than what he himself descr ibe s them,
' passions/ The want he felt at home
of those kindred dispositions which
greeted him among c Ida's social band /
is thus strongly descri bed in one of bis
early poems :
" ' Is th ere no cause beyond the common

claim ,
Eud ear 'd to all in childhoo d' s very name ?
Ah ! sure some stronger impulse vibra tes

here ,
Which wh ispers , friends hip will be dou-

bly dear
To one who thus for kiudred heart s

must roam ,
And seek abroad the love denied at

home :
Those hearts , dear Ida , have I found in

thee ,
A home , a worl d, a paradise to me.'

" This earl y volume , indeed , abounds
wit h the most affe ctionate tributes to his
school-fellows. Even his expostul ations
to one of them , who had given him some
cau se for Comp laint , are thus tend erly
conveyed :
" ' You knew that my soul , that my

heart , my existence ,
If danger demanded were wholl y your

own ;
You knew me unalter 'd by years or by

distance ,
Devoted to lore and to friendshi p

alone.
You knew— but away with the vai n re-

tros pection ,
The bond of affection no longer en-

d ures ;
Too late you may droop o'er the fond re-

collectio n ,
And sigh for the friend who was for-

merl y yours .'
" The following descri pt ion of what

he felt after leaving Harro w, when he
encoun tered in the world any of his old
school-fellows , falls far short of the
scene which actually occurred , but a
few years before his death , in I tal y,-t~
wh en , ou meeting wit h his fri end Lord
C lar e, after a long separat ion , he was af-
fecte d almost to tears by the recol lection s
whi ch ru shed on him. "< 4 It is but rare ly that infidelity or

scepticism finds an entr an ce into youth-
ful minds. That readin ess to take the
future upon trust , which is the charm of
th is period of life, would nat urally, in-
deed , make it the season of belief as well
as of hope. "— ** Uufortunat ely, Lord
Byron was an exception to the usual
course of such lapses. With him , th ^
canker shewed itself ' in the morn and
dew of youth ,* when the effect of >such
' blastments ' is, for every rea son , most
fata l,—and , in addition to the real mis-
fortune of being an unbel iever at any
age, he exhibited the rare and melanchol y
spectacle of an unbeliev ing school-boy.
The same prematurity of developm ent
which broug ht his passions and geniu s
so earl y into action , enabled him also to
anticipate this worst , dreariest resu lt of
reason ; and at the very time of life
when a spirit and temperamen t like his
most required controu l, those checks
which reli gious preposs ession s best sup-
ply were almost wholl y wanting .

'* We have seen , in those two Ad-
dresses to the Deity which I have se-
lected from among his unpublishe d
poems , and still more strongl y in a pas-
sage of the Catalogue of his studie s, at
wiiat a boyish age the authori ty of all
systems and sects was avowed ly shake n
off by his inquiring spirit. Yet , even in
these , there is a fervour of adoratio n
ming led with his defiance of creeds,
through which the piety implant ed in
his nature (as it is deep ly io alJ poetic
natures) unequivocall y shews itself ; and
had he then fallen within the reach of such
guidance and example as wquld have se-
conded and fostered these natnral disposi-
tions , the license of opinion iuto which he
afterwards bro ke loose, might have been
averte d." He associate d, however , much
with sce ptics. " It is not wonderfu l,
t herefo re , that in such society, the opi-
nions of the noble poet should have been ,
at least , accelerated fr n tha t dire ction to
winch the ir bias alre ady le&ued 9 and
tho ugh he cannot be said to have become
thus confirme d in these doctrines- —a*
ueit her now , nor at any time of his life,
was he a confirme d unbeliever ,—he had
undoubted ly learne d to feel less u neasy
under hie scepticism , aud even to nj ingle
somewhat of boas t aud of levity with his
expression of it. At the very first onset
of his correspondence with Mr. Dalla s,
we find him proclaim ing his sentiment !)
ou all such subj ects with a fli ppanc y an d
confi dence, far differeut from the tone in
which he had first ventured on his
doubts ,—fro m that fe rv id sadness , as of
a heart loth to part with its illusions ,
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which breathe * th rough every line of
those pr ayers that , but a year before , his
pen had traced ."—Pp. 125 , 131.

On a life and chara cter ful l of anoma-
lies, ministering food for interminable
speculatio n , opening sources of feeling
which can never be exhausted , —we
must , at least on the pre sent occasion ,
forbear to touch .

Art. Vlir.— The Orade of Heal th
and Long- Life ; or Plain Rules for
the Attainment and Prese rvation of
H ealth, fy c. By Medicus. Lon-
don : Sherwo od , 1830.
Woe to physicians ! The people are

beginning to take thei r own cases into
their own hands. Every man is fast be-
coming his own physician. We take the
multitudinous volumes which have suc-
ceeded Buchan , and which , if they have
not caused his name to be forgotten ,
have sadl y shaken his authori ty, to es-
tablish this point beyond the necessity
of fu rther proof. A few years ago, the
authority of the Domestic Medicine was
absolute : there was no rival which even
so much as preten ded to dispute its
dogmas , much less to share its glory .
Now, the Treatises on Diet , the Manuals
for Dyspeptics , the Arts of Invig orating
Heal th , the Peptic Prece pts , the Oracles
of Heal th , outnumber even the cook' s
own oracles , and nearl y equal , long as it
is, the very physician 's cata logne of dis-
eases. We cannot presume to say whe-
ther fewer horses are lamed in conse-
quence of every man 's becoming his own
farrier ; but we are pretty sure tha t
fewer stomach s would be dera nged if
people would exercise a little common
sense as to the quan tities and qualities of
the food they put into them : and we se-
r iousl y believe that life might in all cases
be prolonged , and in many cases be more
than doubled , if what is alread y ascer-
tained relative to the laws of the animal
economy, and to the juvantia and the
l&dentia , were part and parcel of the
public mind. We theref ore hail every
such work as the Oracle of H ealth , as a
new indica tion that peop le are beginning
to pay some rational attention to their
physical and mental health and vigour :
aud with rega rd to the presen t little vo-
lume , we may safe ly say, that while it is

more plai n and intelligible than most
oracles , it is scldomer delus ive ; tha t it'
sometimes , amidst the number and appa -
rent contradictoriness of it* enunciations ,
it leaves the inquirer in doubt wha t to
do , it nevertheless supp lies him with
general princi ples which are commonl y
sound and sufficien tly obvious to prevent
serious mistak e, wherever there is any
por tion of common sense ; that it sug-
gests many usefu l hints , points out man y
dan gers not obviou s to all, thoug h ma-
nifest to some, and inculcate s many
precepts of excellent virtue , which , like
other tru ths not altoge ther medical , it
may be usefu l even for the learned occa-
sionall y to bring to mind , seeing they are
considerab ly more easy to be unders tood
than to be practised .

Ar t. IX.— The Grammatical and Pro -
nouncing Spelling Book. On a
New Pla n. By Ingram Cobbin.
The novelty of the plan of this lit tle

work appears to consist in the connexion
betwee n the mechanical effort of spell-
nig, the intellectual exertion of com-
prehending the words of our language ,
and the pleasant relaxation of looking at
the cu ts by which they are illustrated.
If the method of teachin g to spell by a
spelling book (we question whether it be
a good one) be adopted , it is certainl y
desirable to enliven the dullest of all
tasks by introducing the greatest pract i-
cable va riety among the ideas engaged in
the proces s.
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Art .X.—Rich's Short-hand, improved
hy Dr. Doddridge. Edited by the
liev. S. Wood , B. A. London : R.
H un ter .
This system of Short -hand is well

known to be peculiarl y adapted for theo -
logical purposes , and to have bce u long
and extensive ly used by divines. Those
who have occasion for an acquaintance
with it , to enable them to deci pher the
M S S .  of others , and those who are dis-
posed to employ it in the composition of
their own, should feel obli ged to Mr.
Wood for the trouble and cos t at which
he has brought out this neat and usefu l
edition. It is a beautif ul specimen of
lithograp hy.



MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE.

On Extemp ore P reach ing.
To the Editor.

Sir ,
I cassot donbt that many of your

readers , as well as myself , have perused
with great and incre asing interest the
able and important series of papers which
have of late appeared in the Rep ository
under the title of The Watchman . And
although fidelity in his station has obli ged
the Watchman to uplift among us the
voice of warning and reproof , and to ac-
knowled ge, even before the public , some
truth s which our feelings perhaps would
rather have prompted us to leave in their
obscurity , yet I trust that a general sense
of obli gation will be felt to one who has
evidently the cause of truth so much
at heart , and who has labou re d with so
much taleut and zeal in its promotion .
I trust that he will not yet cease from
his wholesome and necessary admoni-
tion s, but continue to wax still bolder
and more earnest in eudeavouring to
rouse the cold and slumber ing body of
Unitarians from their dangerous lethargy .
As a feebler but not less sincere labourer
in this good work , I am about to make a
few additional remark s on one of the
subjects of his expostulations.

Not , as it appears to me , without very
good reason , the Watchman has ex-
pressed a wish that the habit of reading
sermons should be laid aside in Unitarian
pulp its. In my own opinion , this is a
point so essential to the extensive suc-
cess of our cause , th at till it be done,
that cause neither will nor can pros per.
I shall attempt in the sequel to exhibit
in det ail the ad vantages of extempore
preach ing, and to analyze the sources
whenc e they spring. At presen t it will
be well to recall to m ind the unde niable
fact , that every popular and spreadi ng
reli gious party has adopted this method :
that scarce an instance occurs of any
high degre e of reli gious interest being
awa kened or kept alive without it :  that
among ourselve s there has been a rap id
decl ine in most of those old congre ga -
tions where it has been disused 5 and , in
short , that ever y thin g goes to pro ve that
har d ly an y thiug short of the ponderous
vis inertice cif the esta blishment , and
ha r d ly eve n that , has been able to main -
tain its ground withou t it.

I shal l not attem pt to decide the ques-
tion , whether the present disuse of e«r-
tempore preaching among Unitarians be
rather to be attributed to the ministers
or their hearers . That it is so exclu-
sively owing to the preferences or fast i-
diousness of the latte r, as the Watchman
seems to suppose , may certainly admit of
much doubt : my own observation woul d
lead me to a different conclusion. 1
know a congregation that insists on ex-
tempore preaching as a sine qua non :
and another that remunerates its minis-
ter expressly on the ground of his giving
extempore evening lectures. Among in-
dividuals , I have generally found a de-
cided preference for this mode of dis-
course , provided only that it be fulfilled
in a respectable and competent manner.
I fully believe that were our ministers
more generally to make the attempt ,
they would find themselves en cou raged
in it by the great majorit y in their con-
gregations.

Some, however , will be ready to say,
Wh y, what does it signify ? Do we not
get quite as good, or even a better ser-
mon , when the ministe r reads it , as
when he preaches without book ? And
others positively dislike extempore pre ach-
ing, or at least affect to do so, associ-
ating it in their minds with rant aud
enthusiasm , or urg ing that all-conclusive
objection , that it is tnethodisticat. Mauy
entert ain these sentiments from invete-
rate prejudice , but others probab ly from
want of ref lection ; and hop ing that some
of these latte r may chance to cast their
eyes over these lines , 1 will now endea -
vour to manifest their unfoundedness
by pointing out the advantages of extem-
p ore preaching in detail. They will fall
under three heads.

1. An unwritte n address from a com-
petent minister will in general , for the
purposes for which it is or ought to be
designed , be bette r than a writte n one in
itself. That the truth of this assertion
may be admitted , it is necessary for a
moment to recollec t what the great pur -
poses of reli gious preaching are . It is
not to inculcate on his hearers an elabo-
rate and nicely-adjusted system of the-
ology, that the preac her of the gospel is
mainl y concerne d ; nor to make them
critics in disputed and dilnc ult questions ;
nor , in short , iu an y way to prom ote in
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them merely intellectual acquisitions. For
things of thrs kind the re Is a pro per sea-
son , but certainl y they are not the main
business of the pulpit . The burden of
the faith fu l ministe r 's addresse s will be
things few, and plain , and generally
known : some misconceptions , indeed ,
he will hav e to correct ; some difficulties
to clear up : but these are by the bye.
His great work is, by pointed appeals to
the conscien ce, to excite his hearers to a
practical regard to known but neglected
tru ths ; to awaken the careless , to abas h
the presumptuous , to expose the hy po*
critical , to rebuke the iniquitou s, to en-
courage the r vir tuous , to console the de-
jected ; to animate all with a conviction
of the real ities of faith , and with the
divine experi ence of lore. Now, in re-
spect to all this , the style of composition s
penn ed in the study is seldom the most
efficacious. Criti cally speaking, it is too
good. The sentences are too long : the
language too book ish and re ft tied : the
very ideas too elegan t and recherch ^s :
conceived , written , revised , and correct -
ed, in all the calmness of the closet , it
becomes the wrong sort of thing, and has
not the proper tone and feeling of a
homily of the living ministe r to his as-
sembled hearers. The unwritten addr ess
will commonly have more force and
point : it will both be conceived and ex-
pressed with more simplicity : hence it
¦will be bette r understood ; it will also
be -composed in a more animated and
energetic state of mind ; and hence it
will be better calculated to excite the
feelings.

2. Moreover , the unwritte n discourse
is likel y to be bette r delivered. This
particu lar , thoug h of very great impor -
tance , appears so self-evident as not to
require any illustration. No one expects
from a mer e reader , the animation , ex-
pressio n , an d varied gestu re , nat ural to
a speaker : the nature of things does not
allow of it. Yet is it not to the manner
of ' delivery that we must look , as one of
the princi pal advantage s which a sermon
heard from the pulpit has over as good ,
or a better one , read at home ? Of how
great importance , then , must this point
be to the genera l power and influence
Of the ptilpit!

31. The last point which I shall notice ,
and I th ink it the most impor tant of the
thre e, is the advantages of preaching
Over reading' sermons in respect to the
personal feelings existing between the
minister and his people. After all, were
it not for this consideration , the shortest
and best way of dispatching pul pit duty
would be to provide a well-selected stock

of printed sermon s, as the churc h did her
homilies , and thu s reduce the dut y of the
ministe r to th at of a mere rea der. It is
evident that sermo ns thu s drawn fro m
the first masters would , iu intrinsic me-
rit , exceed all the ordinary performan ces
of our pul pits ; and if the collection were
sufficientl y volumi nous , no evi l could be
felt from want of variet y. Wh y then
would not this plan be prefe rable to our
present plan ? I know not what other
reason can be assigned why it should not
be so, except that arising fro m the top ic
which 1 am now considering : namel y,
the influence of personal feeling between
the minist er and people. To speak
plainl y, it is not only what is said, nor
how it is said , but likewise who says it ,
that a ffects the influence of an address.
Wh y is this ? Plain ly for this reason : that
the sympathy of minds is much stronger
than the power of word s. This is the
great secret of the power of extempore
preaching. When a ministe r read s a
written discourse , this sympathy is com-
paratively but little excited : his hearers
have no absolute assu rance that it is even
of his own composition : or , thoug h it
be, still it may have bee n written many
years ago, and be little more the expres-
sion of his present feelings than if it were
not his own : at any rate , we sympathize
more readil y with what a man speaks ,
than what he writes ; it general l y savours
more strong ly of his real feelings , and
exhibits more of the habitual current of
his thoug hts. The very effort which the
people witnes s in extempore preaching,
interests their feelings ; the laborious
exertions of their minister in his duty
are mauifest befo re them ; the workings
of his mind are exposed to the m ; they
become sensible that his heart is in Mm
wor k , and that he emp loys his best ener-
gies in. thei r servic e : while the compa-
rativel y unstudie d charac ter of his ad-
dress gives them a greate r assurance that
it is the genuine expression of his ovv ji
feelings. It is thus that reli gious feeling
Is excite d, and its sympath y caught from
man to man , while the pul pit obtains a
living, energetic power capable of pro-
ducing the greatest effects. But it is not
the people onl y who wi fl be influenced
by this sym path y of souls ; doubtless the
situation of a man who is add ressing au
attentive and congenial assembl y on an
importan t subj ect, is one of the most
animati ng tha t can exist : it naturall y
tends to produce in the speaker a high,
and often a sublime , excitement of mind :
it gives hip fancy a vi gour , his feeling* a
glow, and all his thoug hts an energ y and
expression which he could hardly coru -
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man d in any other circumstances , and
certainl y is not in general likel y to be
favoured with , when the advanced peri od
of the week obli ges him to sit dowu to
the comparativel y lifeless occupatio n of
writ ing his sermon.

In what I have hitherto said , I have
been consideri ng mere ly tr ie direct influ-
ence of the two practices on the efficacy
of pulp it addresses . Much mig ht be
added on their influence on the minister 's
own character , and on his general effi -
ciency among his flock ; but space will
not allow me to enlarge on these top ics.
1 can only say that it appears to me, that
the mere reader of writte n sermons , as
he bu t little imitate s the apostolic style
and characte r , can as little expect to
imitate the apostolic influence s and suc -
cess.

In conclusion , I have two remarks to
mak e in order to guard against miscon-
cept ion. In the firs t place , in speaking
of unwritte n discourses , I by no means
intend to imply unpremeditated discourses.
Assu redly, the ministe r who ascends the
pul pit without having matu rel y meditated
on his subject , and arranged the top ics of
his intended homily, is unmindful of the
di gnity of the place, and the responsi-
bility of his office. Neither would I
blam e the use of even copious notes , if
they are found to be an assistance . 1
only ask that the sermon shall neither
be read from a book , nor recited from
memory, which last seems to be great
labour to very littl e purpose . Secondl y,
let me not be thought to recommend the
entire disuse of written sermons : there
are man y excellent ministers who , from
diffidence or want of practice , are scarcely
able to go through their duties by any
othe r means , but who nevertheless are
able and faith fu l men , whom to remove
from th eir stations , or even to discou-
rage in their work , would be most un-
ju st and mischievous . In this , as in all
oth er things , something must be con>-
<x*ded to existing circumstances : but if
the argu ments which have been advanced
in favour of unwritte n discourses be
sound , let ministers do their best to at-
tai n this higher style of their office , and
let con gregations lay aside their luke -
war m fastidiousness , ari d cordiall y en-
coura ge them in the atte mpt .

F1LARET .
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University of London.
To the Editor .

Sir , Gateacre , near Liverpool.
The Reviewe r of the Rev . Mr. Dale 's

Introductor y Lecture on Theology ob-
serve s, that the title of th at production ,
being headed *• Univers ity of London ,"
has " a deceptive tendency .*' In con-
firmation of his opinion on thi s point ,
I can say that it has actually deceived.
On my arrival latel y in Loudon , I was
told by an intelli gent frien d that the
Counci l of the University had lamentab ly
varied from the princi ples on which that
establishment was founded , by autho -
rizing Mr. Dale within the walls of the
building to deliver lectu res , in which he
attacked all sects of Christians who did
not believe in the essential Divinit y of
Christ. I was great ly asronished and
much grieved , on rece iving this infor ma-
tion , and immediately conceived the idea
that such a proceedin g would justify a
strong remonst rance on the part of those
proprietors of the University who disap-
proved of it. Before taking any steps,
howe ver , for this pu rpose, I thoug ht it
expedien t to state the information I had
received , and nay consequent intention s,
to the warden , Mr. Horner. That gen-
tleman receive d me with his usual po-
liteness , and , to my great pleasure, ag-
sured me that the Council had nothing to
do with Mr. Dale 's lectures , which con-
stituted no part of the University course ,
but were strictl y and literal ly the priva te
affair of himself and others of his own
relig ious persuasion.

So far Mr. H orner 's declaratio n will ,
I am persuaded , be perfectl y satisfactory
to those friends of the London Univer -
sity who are auxious to maintain its
fundamental principles. If any one thinks
that the Council might . have interfered
respecting Mr. Dale 's ti t le , he will per-
haps change his opinion when he reflects
that as they are answe rable for u othin K
which passes out of the walls of the
Unive rsity, so they have no right to call
their prolessors to account for ttie ir extra
profes sional proceedings , and that Mr ,
Dale in his quality of theolo gian is as
independent of thei r jur isdiction , as the
specu lators who some time ago sut up
tj ie London University Magazine , or the
Loudon Univer sity Oyster Shop.

WILLIAM SHEPHE RD.



M iss Anne Linds ev A lexander.
1829. Dec. 4th , at the house of her

father , Anne Lindsey , elder daugh ter
of Mr . William Alexander , of Yar-
mouth.

Miss Alexand er had been for many yeara
a sufferer , yet , excepting at intervals , her
appearanc e did not i ndicate it; meek
and retiri ng in her habi ts , the world
knew it not. A decided and uuwaver -
ing Chr istian Unitarian , and in all things
regarding ingenuous simp licity as of
prima ry importance , she never shrunk
from the avowal and advocacy of what
she deemed genuine Christian truth.
Confined to her room hut a few days ,
these wer e days of perfect quietude , re-
signation , and grateful feeling.

Miss Isabella Mitc hell.
Dec. 27th , on Sunday, at the house of

her aunt , in JSldon P lace y Newcastle-upon-
Tyne , aged 34, Isabella , third daughter
of the late Mr. Thomas M itchell , for-
merly of that town , whose patient and
even cheerfu l submission under long and
painfu l disease , engage d the approving
sympath y of her friends , and evinced the
strength and genuineness of trul y Chris-
tian princi ples.

The following sketch of the leading
points in the character of the deceased ,
as give n in a letter by one who knew
her well , and could full y appreciate her
worth , is due to her memory.

* * * " I am not fond of much
being said in obituary memorials : the
best princi ple that they can go upon is ,
th at of usefulness to the living - for even
honour to the dead , another motive for
such memorials , is never more ad vanced
than by that which proves usefu l to the
living. I think , however , th at a just re-
presentat ion of one or two characteris -
tics of her mi ght do good—mi ght en-
coura ge the same dispositions ,and deepen
the same convictions , and confirm the
same prin ciples , which formed her amia-
ble and happy character.

" The deep sense that she entertained
of the goodness of the Deity, and of his
const ant superinte nding provid ence , pro-
duced that gratitude wh ich formed so
pro minent a featu re in her religion , and
which , associating with every objec t
and with every circumstance that gave

OBITUARY

pleasure to her pure mind , afforded her
a luxury, if I may say so, in tte indul -
gence of reli gious contemplation , which
was reall y enviable. The sweet ties
which hound her so close to every mem-
ber of her famil y, she felt as a rich
blessing ; and her universal benevolence
was well evinced in the readiness with
which , at all times , she entered kindly
and energetic ally into the feelings ot
others. She made herself instantl y a
sharer in their distresse s or their en-
joym ents , whatever they might be ; this
is a charac teristi c which it is usefu l to
remember , because it may be easil y imi-
tated , and it is surel y the Christian cha-
racter ; for is it not ' weeping with those
who weep, and rejoicing with those who
rej oice"? Humility and simplicity were
likewise striking ly manifested in her ;
but these seem parts of a characte r which
in themselv es are not so much objects of
imitation as results derived from the cul-
tivation of other princi ples. To a pure
love of truth , which we all ou ght to cul-
tivate , may be traced that guileless sim-
plicity of characte r for which she was so
distin guished ; while her generous ad-
miration of the virtues and good deeds
of her fellow-creatures was productive
of th at genu ine humility of which she
exhibited so excellent a pattern ."

William Nash , Esq.
Dec . 30, at Ho uston, Wi lliam Nas h,

Esq., in the 85th year of his age. He
retained to the las t period of his life
ail his moral excellence and peculiar
swee tness of disposition , thoug h the
vigour of his mental facul ties had been
long and grad uall y impaired. His mind
was of a superi or order , remark able for
acuteness , decision , and independ ence of
spirit ; and his general char acte r was so
amia ,ble, that from his childhood to his
death , few persons have been more uni-
versally beloved.

Disinter ested in his own conduct , he
shewed a deference to the feelings of
others , which , jo ined to his natural
court esy and vivac ity of tempe r , gave an
indescriba ble charm to his manners and
deportmen t.

hut the br ightest feature of this ad-
mi rub le man 's character was an all-per-
vading sense of relig ion. This was th e
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ru dder that steered him throu gh the
many difficulties and trial s that beset the
earl ier per iod of his life.

A deep reverence of the Deity, and an
ard eut love of his univer sal goodness ,
wer e accompanied in his mind by an
anxious wish to discharge , to the utter-
most , every duty of his situation , and
were kept alive by the daily offices of
devotion , and by the reading of the
Scri ptures. This custom he commenced
in ve ry early life, when he confirmed the
hab it by a vow never to leave his cham-
ber without first reading a portion of the
sacred volume.

Humility was a striking feature of his
cha racter. Alway s unassuming, fre e from
ambition , contented , and perfectl y satis-
fied with the lot assigned him by Pro-
vidence , he never asp ired to any distiuc-
tion , and not even the warm approbation
of the most distinguished characters ,
thoug h highly honoured and valued by
himself , could ever excite in his well-
disciplined mind the least feeling of self-
applause.

The subject of this memoir was re-
markable for his fearless and ardent in-
quiry after truth , and never hesitated to
avow and to justif y his opinions. Seve-
ral of his friends being, like himself ,
self-educate d , and fond of reading and
conversation , they threaded together the
intricate maze s of religious controversy ,
but without lessening the exercise of
their devotional feelings. His earl y con-
nexions led him to the Established
Church . At that time he occasionall y
attended the preaching of Mr. Berrid ge,
and afterwards had the happ iness and
advan tage of enjoy ing the friendshi p of
the Rev. Robert Robinson , of Cambrid ge,
of whose church he was for many years
a member and deacon .

For the last forty years of his life he
was a decided Unitarian , an d ofte n ex-
pres sed to those of his friends who
thoug ht with him on the subject , the
perf ect satisfaction and comfort he de-
rived from that system of opinion. It
was a phrase frequentl y repeated by him ,
and now affectionatel y recollected by one
of his nearest connexion s, that " since
he had become a Unitarian the New Tes-
tam ent had become a book of light and
knowledge to him. "

In politics he was always a Whig, and
took an active and useful part in the im-
portan t political events that occurred
durin g the middle peri od of his life.

He was long eminentl y usefu l to his
connex ions and neighbourhood as a so-
licitor , and his name is now honou red
by numbers who have been benefite d by
his disintereste d integrity and great
knowledge of his pro fession.

But the charm of the every-day cha-
rac ter of this interesti ng man can n ot be
delineated in this hasty sketch of his vir -
tues and talents , which shone forth in his
benevolent and finely-featu red counte -
nance , and will never be erased from
the memory of those who were privi -
leged , throughout his long life, to wit-
ness the exercise of so many excellen-
cies , and who now most feelingly de-
plore his loss.

Mrs. Anne Yerbur y Reid.
1830. January 3, at Newlcmd-Valley

H ouse, Gloucestershi re, Anne Yerbur y
the wife of Mr. Joh n Reid , and second
dau ghte r of Richard Perkins , Esq., of
Penmai n, Monmouthshire , in the 32nd
year of her age , deeply lamented by
her famil y and frieuds , who esteemed
her for those valuable and endearing
qualities that characterize and adorn the
Christian . In an eminent degre e she
combined purity of mind with the hi ghest
and best qualities of the heart and un-
derstandi ng ; and with au uncommon dis-
interestedness and nndeviating integrity
in the various relatious and duties of life,
a fervent piety, and an unive rsal and
glowing charity . Her reli gious views and
princi ples were at once simple and influ-
ential. Zealous in maintaining those
doctr ines which she believed to be de-
rived from the purest source , and which
are pro fessed by the Unitarian Christian ,
she was animate d by the kindest dispo-
sition toward s those of different senti -
ments. Her last moment s, as might be
expected , were peacefu l and happy. Re-
gar di ng her childre n and those about her
with seiitinieuts well befitting the awfu l
occasion , in the spirit of adoration and
prayer she calml y resigned herself to
death .
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INTELLIGENCE.

Unitarianism in Guernsey.
Sir ,

The existence of a Unitari an congre-
gation in the island of Guernsey is a fact
with which man y of your readers are
probably unacquainted . Ha ving recentl y
visited the island and become per sonally
known to some of the members of the
congregation , f am desirous of occupy ing
your pages with a few remark s respect -
ing it; and I indul ge the hope that my
communication may interest a portion of
your readers , and excite th eir sym path y
at least in favour of a church of Chris-
tian s which is, in more than one sense,
insulated .

Before I visifced the island I knew that
a few Unitarians resided upon it ; but
the circumstances which called for my
pres ence there , were of such a painfu l
nature as forbade my seeking th em on
my arri val. As soon as these circum-
stances permitted , we were introduced to
each other , an d I must express the satis-
faction I experienced in the brief inter -
course I had with them before my re-
turn .

I need scarcel y observ e that the con-
gregation is small ; but t he princi pal
members of which it is composed are
men of inquiring minds , an d althoug h,
for the most part , closely engaged in bu-
siness , h ave possessed themselves of
consi derable information , especially on
religious subjects. They are decidedly
Unitarian ; and the course of inquiry
which the y have pursued in attaining to
a belief in th e strict unity of God , whilst
it has full y sa ' isfied their own minds ,
has qualified them for defending their
oplnious against the att acks of their
brethren who diffe r from them . Befo re
thfcy adopted the sentim ents they now
hold , they formed a part of the society
of Methodists . Dissatisfied with some
of the tenets of that sect , they met toge-
th er in private for the purp oses of exa-
mination and discussion : the doctrine
of eternal pun ishmen t was one of the
first subjects to which their attention
was directed , an d having rej ected this as
nnscr iptu r al , they proce ed ed , step by
step, to that eminence on which , in my
view , they are placed ; they rejected the
common dogmas of orthodoxy, an d em-
br aced the truth as it is m Jesus .

That such proceedings would be re-
lished by the society to which they be-
louged , was not to be expected. On the
contrary , they soon incurred the odium
which so frequentl y and unjustl y falls
upon those who dese rve even the highest
praises of their breth ren. Religious ani-
mosity was soon excited against them.
Calumnies were invented and circulated
to their prejudice ; and all that bigotry
could do was effected to terrif y them
from proceeding. But they were not to
be deterre d fro m the objects of their
pursuit by the unri ghteous zeal of their
neighbours ; they felt themselves bound ,
by a sacred obligation , to seek even at
its source the light of truth which was
dawning on their minds , and the obliga-
tion was fulfilled . The resu.lt of their
investi gations has been alread y men-
tioned — th ey became Unitar ians from
the stud y of the Scriptures alone.

Is it not , Sir , a cause for rejoicing,
when we toehold our fellow-Christians
graduall y emancipating themse lves from
prejudice and every other bias or the
mind , and attaining to that glor ious li-
berty with \Vhich Christ has made them
free ? And does it not add even to the
strength of our own convictions of reli-
gious truth , when we know that from
the Scri ptures , and from these alone ,
the y derive the same convictions ? Such
was the case with the small band of in-
qu ire rs at Guernsey. I gnorant of the
existence of Unitarianism , unaided by
the personal services or the writings of
those who profess it , they became Uni-
t arians . And such is the consequence of
a free , manl y, and dispa ssionate investi-
gation of the volume of revelation—such
the power and the majesty of divine
trut h !

Having imbibe d these sentiments , ttyey
were no longer able to worship as they
had bee n wont , even if their late asso-
ciates had desired to retai n them in their
connexion. They proceeded , ther efore ,
to form themselves into a church , and
this they di d by solemnl y binding them-
selves to the observance of a small num-
ber of articles , whic h were not so much
articles of faith as of cond uct , requirin g
onl y suc h a confessio n as is pure ly scri p-
tural , and insisting upon the performan ce
of the man y perso nal aud relat ive duties
prescribed an d sauctioned by their div ine
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Ma ster . In thi9 respect the constitu tion
of the Guernsey Unitarian Society differs
widely from our own : how far the dif-
ferenc e is beueficial I do not pre tend to
say- An advocate for unbounded reli-
gious liberty, I am inclined to look upo n
the im position of articles with jealousy.
If any be expedient , no exception can be
made to those which the Unitarian s of
Guer nsey have subscribed , and to which
they require a subscri ption from others
before they regard them as members of
the church .

Since the time just meutioned , the
publ ic service s of reli gion have been
regularl y perfo rmed , and this chiefl y
through the zealous exertions of Mr.
Westo n, who , possessing the will, but
not the ability , to devote him self entire ly
to the ministry, almost gratuitously per-
forms the duties of that office . I wish I
could add that the exertions made by
himself and his friends are eminently
successful ; but the truth is, they are still
a smal l band of Christian worshi pers ,
and as such lightl y esteemed at home , or
regarded with susp icion ; unconnected
abroad with those who hold the same
sentiments with themselves ; and un-
cheered by that religious inte rcourse in
which it is deep ly felt that as " iron
sharpene th iron , so a man sharpeneth
the countenance of his friend. "

That their labours are not prosperous ,
may be partl y accounte d for by a refer -
ence to the same cause s which operate
to reta rd the spread of our opinions , and
to limit the number of our congregations ,
in thi s countr y. Whe n certai n opinions
are gene rall y misrepresented , when they
are said to affect in a very fatal manner
th e eternal welfare of those who embrace
them , it is not every man who is disposed
even to investi gate them , much more to
mak e them his own. He looks upon
them with susp icion and mistrust ; he
fan cies th at some poison lurk$ beneath
th em : he turns from them with indiffer -
ence , and not uufrequentl y with a secre t
dr ead of being captivated if he dare to
approac h them. He has been told that
they are the suggestions of the arch ene J
my of mankind , and he fears the fate of
the poor bird fascinated by the basilisk
glance of its enemy, aware of its dange r,
but at the same time uriable to pro vide
for its safety by fligh t. With this suspi-
cion and fear our own opinions have
been regarded , especially where they
have been for the firs t ti rri e pro fessed ,
and wer e decidedly at variance with es-
ta blished habits of thinking. And if any
individual has been so consistent as to
vauquigh the prej udices of hia owu mind ,

and so bold as to enter upon an exami-
nation whether the things asserted by
those who pr ofess the strict unit y of God
be indeed so3 he is sure to find some
friend read y to draw him away by mild
means from the inquiry, or with pre -
sumption to warn him that he stakes the
welfare of his soul in pur suing it.

There is, moreover , in the simplicity
both of our faith and worshi p, but little
to attrac t those who are dispo sed occa-
sionall y or entirely to unite with us in
the service s of the sanctu ary. In stating
the fact , I would not be unde rstood to
mean that it is an evil. We are aware
how much the province of reli gion is
misunderstood. According to the ideas
of many Christian s, its office is rathe r to
excite the feelings than to purif y the
heart —to influence the imagination tha n
to convince the jud gment. Religious ex-
citement is now , alas ! greatly in demand ,
and to keep up this excitement a vast
machinery is put in motion. This is an
evil—one which , till lately, has only been
found to prevail in orthod ox Dissentiug
congregations ; but it is now spread ing
more widel y, not onl y crossing the
threshold of the Establishe d Church , but
ente ring into its public services , and in-
sinuating itself into the more priv ate
engagements both of the clergy and the
laity. To those who have long been
subject to this excitement , what have
we to offe r of a similar kind as a substi-
tute ? We cannot fill them with raptu res
by the atjsarance that they are purified
for ever by the blood of Jesu s, nor terrif y
them with the ho rrors attendant upon a
rej ection of him as a propitiation. Iu a
word , we can not feed the flame iu which ,
as religionists , they onl y seem to live.
They may be compared to the volu ptu -
ary , who can not lose the stimulus he
has been accustomed to receive from hi.i
hi ghly-seasoned dishes , and has no relish
for the simple viands prescribed and fur-
nished by natu re . In Guernsey a fond-
ness for this excitement displays itself4 in
a remarkable degree. In addition to the
Calvinists aud Methodis ts—t he latter es-
peciall y are very flourishing *—there li a
considerable party in the Established
Church assuming, as in th is coun t ry, the
title of E vangelical . To all of these the
senti ments aud relig ious experience of
Unitarians appe ar cold aud uninte restin g.
In a syste m which speaks so much to the
mind , to trie passions ho little y which la
charac terized by openness arid-simplici ty,
and not vei led in inipenetra ble mystery ;,
whose object it is to refine and purify
the ' heart , " to mould the huma j i pau-
siona into love ," and not to excite the
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he.xts and fervors of imagination and in-
spire a spiritual pride and self-com pla-
cency, there is nothing to attract , to wiu
—nothin g in their view to compensate
for the sacrifices they are required to
make. It is too pure , too inte llectual ,
for their taste .

The brethren of whom I am speak ing,
find a fu rther bar to their pro gress in
their incapacity to support a minister
who shall give his nndivided atten tion to
their interests. Their insular situa tion
is anothe r cause of their ill success. Un-
connecte d with the Unitarians of En-
gland , they are not onlv deprived of thei r
sympathy, but also of their aid. They
are left to make their way alone , and , to
use a figur e suggested by the scene in
which they live, are tossed about by the
"wave and shattered hy the tempest , with -
out meeting the friendl y pilot who shall
aid them in reac hing to the haven of their
hope.

The firs t minister from Eng land who
Iia.s officiate d in thei r place of wor shi p,
I was gratified by the attention my dis -
course received from stra ngers as well as
from the regula r attendants , and assured
th at a continu ation of such as sistance
would be greatl y beneficial to them .
Hence 1 would suggest to my breth ren
of the ministry a voyage to those who
feeling ly exclai m, " Come over and help
us, " which would recruit their own
health , worn down by study and exer-
tion , and give streng th to the cause of
true reli gion in the island . To the Uni-
tarian Association I would suggest the
circulation of tracts on the leading doc-
trines of Christianit y , aud the emp loy-
ment , for a short period , of an able mis-
sionary, whose exertions would stimu -
late curiosity , gratif y that curiosity, and
contribute to stren gthen , extend , aud
perpetuate , the yet infan t cause. Such
an employment of its energ ies and its
funds would , in my opinion , be more
successful , and produce more immediate
fruits , than the operations which embrace
a much wider , but more distant field.

E. WHITFIELD.
Ilminster, Nov. 28, 1829.

Salford Chapel Anniversary .
On Sunday and Monday , Dec. 27 and

28, was celebrated the fifth anniversary
of the opening of the Unitarian Meetin g-
house , Green Gate , Salford . In the
morning of Sunday , the Rev. Dr. Car-
pente r preached in Salford on the cha-
racte r of the Bereans , to a numerous
congre gation . In the evening , the Rev.
Dr .Hntton delivered , in the Cross-Stre et

Chapel , a most impressive and inte rest-
ing discou rse on the death of Christ as
contrasted with the death of other mar -
tyrs , to a ver y large assembly of person s
of various reli gious sentiments. And on
the Monday morning , Dr. Carpente r
preached in the Unitarian Chapel , Mos-
ley Street , a valuable sermon on the effi -
cacy of the death of Christ , which he has
kindl y consented to publ ish. The col-
lectious on these occasions towards the
discharge of the debt due on the Green -
Gate Meetin g-house , amouuted to .£7 1 .
12s. ; in addition to which , the Rev. 11.
B. Aspland , of Chester , put into the
Treasu rer 's hand the sum of £7, sent by
his congr egation. On Monday afternoon ,
the subscribers and friends of the Sal ford
society, about 140 in number , sat down
in the school-room of the meeting-hou se
to a comfortable dinner prepared by
members of the congregation ; Mark
Phillips , Esq., of the Park , Prestwich ,
in the Chair , the duties of which he dis-
charge d hi ghl y to the satisfaction of the
company. Afte r dinner , various senti -
ments of a religious characte r were pro -
posed by the Chairman , and the company
were addressed on the state , the duties ,
and the prospects , of Unitarian Disseut-
ers ; on the A rian separation in the north
of Ireland , and other top ics suited to the
occasion , by the Revds. Dr. Carpenter ,
Dr. Hutto u, J. R. Beard , J.G. Robberds ,
J. J. Tay ler , R. B. Aspland , C. Wa llace ,
aud other ministers ; and by Messrs. Ri-
chard Potte r , J. E. Tay lor , Robert Phil-
lips , Richard Collins , and G. Gill. In
particular , the intere sts of the Monthly
Repository were strong ly recommended ,
and , it may be hoped , not without some
good effect. We should not do justice to
our own feelings if we did not express
the satisfaction we felt at the unity of
feeling and the bro t herl y kindness which
prevailed at the meeting— the natural
result of that entire harmony which ex-
ists among the ministers of Manchester
and the great portion of their congrega-
tious. We were also pleased to find tha t
the mee ting possessed on this occasion a
decidedl y reli gious character; and the
only thing we felt the wan t of was an
opportunity for those who, from variou s
causes , were preve nted from attending at
the dinner , to hear the interesting and
instructive addresses which were given
at this rel igious festival. It is surel y
desirable to inte rest as large a porti on of
our bod y as possible iu the great objects
pursued on occasions such as this. If so,
the addresses delivered iu towns where
the Unitarian por tion of the popula tion
is compar atively great , ought not to be
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limited to the dinner-table , but delivered
in the place of worshi p, or in some other
room fitted to accommodate a large and
miscellaneo us assembl y.

Hal ifax Sunday- School Meeting.
The Annual Meeting of the Teachers

and Supporte rs of the Sunda y-Schools
connected with the Hal ifax Unitarian
congregation was held on New-year 's
day. The childre n having been assem-
bled in the chapel in the course of the
after noon , the friends of the institution ,
to the number of 130, adjourned to par-
take of tea in the school-room. The
Annual Report was then read , and much
interesti ng conversation ensued re latiug
to the present state and prospects , and to
the future management , of the schools,
to the wel fare of the relig ious society
with wh ich they are connected , and to
the general interests of the Unitaria n
body. One fac t, of a less pleasing na-
tu re , mentioned in the Report , occasion-
ed some discussion. It appeared that
out of 140 scholars , not fewer than 70
were the children of parents who wer e
members of no religious society, and
were not in the habit of at ten ding any
place of worshi p. Several friends under-
took to visit these poor peop le, and en-
deavour by arg ument , persuasion , and
remonstrance , to briug them to a better
mode of thinking on a subject so important
to th emselves and to their young families .
In th is "way , and by the distribution of
tracts , tending to explain the natu re and
importance , and enfo rce the obligation ,
of public worshi p, it is hoped that some
useful impression may be made.

W. T.

The TVareham Chap el.
We recorded in our las t volume the

pro pos ition for a sett lement of the con-
trov ersy respecting this chapel by *ix ar-
bitrato rs , thre e nominated by the Cal-
vinis tic County Association , who were to
have met three other s appointed by the
Souther n U nitarian Society . The reso-
lution s of the last -named bod y declining
the mee ting for reaso ns which are therein
assigned , wer e afterwards inserted , p. 888 .
The numb er of the arbitr ators was still
furt her reduced by the illness of the Rev.D. Gun n , of Christ Church. Unde rthese circu mstances little import ance canatt ach to the decision at which the re-maining two Calv inistic nominees havear riv ed. However respectable t r>e Rev.Messrs . Key ties and Dura nt may bey theycannot be regarded as unbiassed j udges ;aQd they have, in subs tance , confessed

that there was only ex-parte evidence
befo re them. As the subj t-ct has , how-
ever , been so ofte n adverted to in our
pages , we deem it incum bent on us to
record their published opinio n , that *' the
present occupants of the place are , upon
every princi ple of equi ty , entitled to that
possession ; that no dishouourable mea-
sure s have been emp loyed to gam or re-
tai n it ," that *' the individual whose
conduct has been arraigned" is " ut-
terl y undeserving of the censures passed
upon him , and that , on the contrary, he
deserves well of the congregation itself
and of the pub lic." Such is the verdict
of this fract ion of one side of the jury
wh ich was to have been impan nelled.
Valeat quantu m valere potest.

Address to the Rev. f ^ .  J . Fox.
An Address , of which the following is

a translation , has been late ly presente d
by the Committ ee of Spanish Refugees ,
to the Rev. W. J. Fox , in acknowledg-
ment of the Sermon which he preached
in aid of the funds collected for their dis-
tressed countr ymen. The sermon was
not , as the Committee seem to have sup-
posed , published in Eng lish ; but a Spa-
nish translation of it has been ver y ex-
tensivel y circulated.

" London, Dec. 1, 1829.
•' Rev. Sir ani> Illustrious Patriot ,
" A Spanish Translation of the eloquent

sermon by which you excited the bene-
volence of your most respectable congre -
gation in favour of those of our fellow-
countrymen who were depend ent on the
exhausted funds of the City Refugee
Commit tee , having reached our hands ;
and learning by the tran slation that you
took the lead , by fi rst elevating your
voice in the midst of a Chr istian con-
gregat ion , in advocac y of a cause so holy
as that of succouring the necessitous , by
calling forth from the tribune of the gos-
pel the word Chari ty ,—a word to which
the Unitarians so geuerousl y responded ,
—t his Committee (which , till now , has
had no opportunity of hearing a sermon ,
but little circulated in Eng lish , an idiom
with wh ich the greatest part of them are
unac quaiuted ) feels itself deep ly moved
by the sublime touches of Christian elo-
quence with which it overflows , to st ate
th at not onl y the object of the sermon ,
but the manner in which the subject has
been t reate d , compels them to declare
their gr atitude—a declaration they deem
eminent ly urgent upo n them , aa the only
Committee of Spanish Refugees existing
ifi thi s capital.

" But the pressu re of the circumstauce s
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which fuvrouod tfee Spaniard s in general,
leaves us uo other appropr iate means of
expressing our grati tude than a public
testimony of our cordial thankfulness ,
of which these Hues are the evidence ,
s\giaed by our names , assu r ing you, that
the name of W. J. Fox , au d the generouw
aid contribu ted by the Unitari ans , will
be topics of indelible remem brance on
the minds of th is Committee , as in those
of the other Spanis h Refu gees* la this
capital . And , be it grante d by H eaven ,
Stir , that the politica l gloom which sur -
rouu ds us may disperse , and that , re-
stored to the bosom s of our families ,
they, our friends , and Spain , may unite
to bless this hosp itable nation , and to
remember Mr. Fox. and the U nitarian
bod y.

" J .  M. de Torri jos, General
" J uan Lasana , Colonel.
*¦* Pedro Ca rasol a , ditto .
" Fran. Valdes , ditto.
** A ntonio Rubio , Captain.
" Ramon Barrera , ditto .
•• Bknito Losa«>a, Cornet.
•• Igm. Lopez Pinto. '*

of the Association, we may reason ably
expect a large exte nsion of the good al-
ready accomp lished , aud whi ch , though
sometimes overlooked , is in reality far
from being inconsiderable.

Abolition of the Suttee in British India.
—Lord William Bentiuck has , by pro -
clamation , and on hi.* own respons ibi-
lity, prohibited the burning of widows ;
and it does not appear that there is like-
ly to be any of the oppositio n wh4ch was
apprehend ed from either the prej udices
of the people or the influence of the
B rah m his .

Sketch of Proceedi ngs relative to the
Secession of the Remonstrant s f rom
the Synod of Ulster.
\h the Monthl y Repository for August

last , an account was given of the debate s
in the Synod of Ulster , assembled at
Lurgan , in the latte r end of the pre ced-
ing June ; aud our readers were in-
formed that the consideration of the
main questio n between the majorit y of
the body and the Remonstrants , was de-
fepre d till the second Tuesda y of August ,
when a special meeting was to be held
to determine that important affair.

It may ap pear strange , althoug h it
stem s to be the fact , that by the Irish
public the blame of the indecent bicker-
ings which for swore years hav e disgraced
the Synod of Ulster , was thrown equally
on- the nominal ly Orthodox , who were
in every instance the aggressors , and the
small party who , with Mr. Montgomery
at their head, stood forward as the ad-
vocate s for freedo m of conscience , and
who * in every instance acted purel y on
the defeusive. It would appear from
some expressi ons which hav e been drop-
ped , that no small degree of censure was
cast upon the latter class of pers ons ,
even by those who ought to have been
better able to appreciate their conduct
and estimate their motives. False as
th is judg ment was , these gentlemen were
willing to defe r to it , since it onl y af-
fected themselves as individuals ; and in
order to take away ever y pretence for
cavil , they agreed to absent themsel ves
from the special meeting at Cook stown.
They sent forward a Remoustr ance , u rg-
ing the Synod to return to its ancien t
practice as defined in the Code of Dis-
ci pline dr awn up pre vious ly to the agi-
tations of the las t few years , or else to
appoint p  Committee to coufe r with
them ou. the terms of an amicable eepa^-
ratloir ; farther union , undVr prese nt
circu msta nces, being no longer prac tica-
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ifcAiVTMOHU"! * Roy is expected m this
country earl y in the spring, as Ambas -
sador (torn the Fjaperor of Delhi to the
British Court. Th is app ointments is- un-
ders tood to have been con ferred upon
htui solely in consequence of that high
and extensile reputation which his cha-
racte r aaitk talen ts have obtained , and to
which , it is an honourable testimony.

Wb are happy to find that it is the in-
tention of the Unitarian Associat ion
Committee to send for the second son of
WUii am Rober ts, of Madras > a youth of
pro mising talents and good disposition ,
anxl to have him educate d in this coun-
try, so as to qualify him to return
to Ludia as their M issionary. The age
o/ bi s- father , and the rise of a second
native Unitarian congwgatio n in the
neighbourhood o€ Madras „ render this
measure very exuedieut. We cannot but
antici pate from it importan t and benefi-
cial results . The success of Win . Ro-
berta will,, we believe , bear a very advan-
tageous comparison with that of any mis-
sjoiiiuy of any denomin ation now in In-
dia ̂  and , i/ bis son be the inheritor of his
piety,, bis; princ Lple s,. and hi a diligence ,
ax ^in to the advaufcigett which be will pos-
agft^aa a aatfce, be enabled to add those
aris ing fro m English educat ion* and fcom
b#iutjL a&ulthiUter as the accredite d agtiu t

INDIA .



bte . The Refitottfet rauce was to he pre-
sented by Mr. Ponter , who in his official
capacity as clerk was obliged to atten d
the meeting of Synod , but who it was
uude mtood was not to take any part in
fch«j discussion which was expected.

The f ollovrmg speech which tfais fjeu -
tleman pronounced at the O rd iua&io Q
Dinner of his nephew, the Rev. John
Porte r , in Belfast , a short ti*ue before
the special meeti ng of Synod , is -sup-
posed to expre ss the feelings of ft ke H*i-
ii or if y ait that period.

His health having been given from we
Chai r , coupled with the Synod of Ulster ,

Mr. Porte rt rone and said/'M r.Chair -
nrai ), and Gentle uten—The annunciation
of tii at toant has placed me id a situation
of considerable deLicacy. Owing to cer-
tain transac tions which have lately taken
place , f stand io a positi on , with respect
to ike Synod of Ulster , which re nders it
expedient th at my words , on <fch e present
occasion , should he few, and , if possible ,
well chosen . That they should be well
chosen can hard ly, unde r existing cir-
cumstances , be expected ; but I th ink I
may venture to promise that they -shall
be few, aed perfectl y inotfensive.

u The time was, Mr. Cbairman , when
I could have addr essed you, on behalf of
the Rev. Body t« which I belong, with out
the slightest difficulty or embarrassment.
The time was , wheo I could have cha-
racter ized the membe rs of the General
Syuod as advocate s for the exercise of
private judgment iu matt ers of faith , and
defen ders of the sacred right s of con-
science. The ti me was, when 1 could
have held them up to view as an assem -
bl y of theologian s, differing fro m one
ano the r on many of those poin ts, by the
discussion of which the Christian world
has been div Uied, auxi yet pre serv ing the
unit y of the Spiri t in the bond of peace.
It grieve s me to nay, that those times are
gone. A few re&tless and in toleran t iin-
dividuals hav e rise n up amou nt us , who ,
by the t ocessaut agitation of question s
ou which it is weU kuo *vu that we en-
ter t ain discord ant opinions —by foment-
ing the prejudices of the uneducated and
u ti in forme d uj uititu-ck , aud by stirring
up the exp iring embers of political aud
reJ jvgiouH auimosit y—ha ve create d discord
aud cont entio n in our church , and low-
ered <Hka charact er as a bod y in the esti-
mat ion of th e pul#ii.c. 1 do uoi <Je *|*Mrf\
however , of tweifig better <J ay s ;—-the
jtre seut teniieuft^&rfi WiH sotw *abside—
men 's passions !tftfl*radnall y cool— their
n»iud» will emerge' frouj the nxi&t of mi«-
^pr^8eiitiktiow , au d |«ey wiU perc <?i?e
lhc u»<i«ios  ̂ which lmv« been prattiiiv U

on them. X sun convinced, Mr ,. <H»air *
wiao, that muan gst oar jQa]Fiuj»tk bre
thren in tlie Synod, there ,&tt l ie^kt« a
oaas« of .quiescent good ^ense , a s,to,re of
latent liberality. I ^m convinces, Sir,
tha t there are m£n au)Oi)g>X them yvh0
do not wish to impose restr ictions upojp
conscience, or piescr ibe limVts to rcli*-
gkm« inquiry—who 60 n&t wish *o s*y
to tbe traveller in que&t of U uth , * Hi-
therto sbait thou go, bu> no fart her^
It is to be hoped that those nxen will a.t
lengt h lay aside thei r retiring tijukjkty—
their mischievous inodesty. Now .tbaj
the moment of emergjeucy has arri ve^, if ,
is to be hoped tha t they will «ten for th
in the chara cter aud attitu de of men , and
in.sist on a re turn (to JVesfryte nuu pnac*-
ples and practice . The questions whlcb
agitate the Synod are iiot jxuu ts at issue
between the Unitarians a-ud Triu ijtari a.iiai
no, they are poiuts in dispute between
the friends of peace and of genuine
Presb yteria nisjn,, ^nd wen who, let
them disguise themselves as th.ty  may^
ai*e, in fact , the enemies of poth . Jj o
the jwrt of those mimsjtera of pur bodj r
with whooi I aux iu the ba.bit of opti ng
iu concert , I have one tl^ujg %o stat e
which we consider a har dship : we think
we have cause to complain of hein*? un-
kind ly dealt with , even by liberal-mi nd ed
members of our church—e ven libe ral-
minded laymen , when speakwg of the
existing Synodical contention s, do uot
sufficiently discrim inate between the as-
sailed and the assai lants—between the
party aggrie v ed and the pa rty gui l ty  of
aggression. They cast equal blame upon
bot h , and rep resent them as equal ly
chargeable wi th doing discredit to the
Presb y terian cause . This we cannot aelp
feeling as a censure unmer ited \>y us.
Throughout the whole of the late un-
pleasan t transac tions, we have acted eu-
tireiy in seltVdefeuce , In uo one Iustauc e
hiv e we n*auifested a de.sjr<e to impose
our opinions ou othe rs. In uo one in-
stance have we made the slighte st e«-
croachm&ut on the religious freed om of
our bret hreu. In 110 one instance have
we attem pted the slightest innovat ion m
ecclesiastical discipline . All we ask , aut l
all we wish , is, that the constit ution of
the Presby terian Chu rch may be restore d
to the state in which it was whe;j we
we*e encouraged to eute r on the iuiu is-
Hy — a state which was delibe rat ely , for -
uutll y, and uuaw imousl y ratified Sy t he
Syiiod in the yea r l fl'25 . Oar opponents
aw the iouo vators. If sepiiratio u is in-
eyitable , they, not we, are the pec&OAJB
who ought to recede .

4 i  'l'h«M « is aux>tLuL '#\ î ound of to tupUiint
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to which I request permission to ad vert.
We mak e do claim to infallibility : our
opinions , however sincere , may be erro-
neous ; but even on the supposition of
their being ^o — surel y we cannot be
considered as deserving the obloquy and
opprobri ous appellations with which we
have been loaded by some of our fellow-
christia ns. We may be vastl y inferior to
our orth odox neighbours in jud gment ,
talents , and informa tion ; but our purity
of intentio n can hardly be dispu ted ; and ,
on this ground alone , instead of mer ging
reproach , we think ourselves entitled to
esteem. Inste ad of revilin g us , the ad-
vocates of orthodoxy ought to compas -
sionate our involuntary erro r , and en-
deavour to convert us by mild persuasion .
It is impossible— morall y impossible ,that
we can be actua ted by any other princi-
ple than th at of conscientious conviction .
Does the profess ion of Unitarianism con-
tribu te in any one way to our worldl y
advantage ? Does it contribute to our
temporal ease and comfort ? Does it con-
tribute to the augmentation of our pro-
fessional emoluments ? Does it contri-
bute to the au gmentation of our popula-
rity ? Does it cod tribute to the augmen-
tation of our influence in society ? No,
Sir , instead of prom oting, it inj ures our
interest in all these respects . I ask ,
then , what selfish or sinister motive can
we have for adherin g to a cause which ,
whate ver may be its concomitan ts in
other countries , yields neither profi t nor
popu larity in this ? We cau have no
other inducement than a desire to obtain
the testimony of a good conscience , un-
less it be supposed that we expose our -
selves to persecution in this world in
order to secure perdition in the next.
If we ar e not honest men , we are mad
men. That there arc very few evils
which are not atten ded by some good , is
an observa tion as well founded as it is
comtnbu . The present theol ogical a ci-
tation has exci ted a spirit of inquiry
which must ultimately terminate in the
advancement of evangelical truth . If the
doctri ne which we have been led to es-
pouse , is of men , most ferventl y do we
pray that it may soon come to noug ht ;—
hut if it is of God , human strength will
not be able to prevail again st it , and
every attempt to suppress it will only
contrib nte to its pr o pagation. One word ,
Mr. Chairman , relati ve to a matte r of
person al concern , and I shall no longer
occupy your time. Let the result of cer-
tain recent proc eedings be what it may, I
owe to the Synod of Ulste r a debt of
gratitude which I will always be read y
to acknowledge. The onl y lucr ative si-

tuation which its members hare , the
powe r of bestowing, they bestowed oo
me. Tine emoluments connected with
that situation , J will not affect to disre -
gar d; at the same tinae , I can safe ly say ,
that it was princi pall y valuable , in my
estimation , as being a testimon y of the
kindness and confidence of my breth ren .
But , howeve r hi ghly I may prize this
token of esteem , it shall be respectfull y
returned to the donors , the moment it
can no longer be retained with honour ;
and my friend s may rest assured , th at I
shall su rrender the appointment with
feelings not less comfortable than those
with which I received it at first. I re-
ceived it with a feeling of gratitude to
others— I shal l surrender it with a feel-
ing of re spect for myself."

Expectation s had been entertained
that the members who are styled ** or-
thodox and moderate ," would hav e come
for ward at Cookstown to oppose the
proceedings of the more violent Calvin-
ists. Had they done so t they possessed
strength enough to carry the decision as
they profe ssed to wish ; but , with the
characteristic i rresolution of moderate
counsel lors , their courage failed when
it was put to the trial , and no effectual
opposition was offered.

The meetin g took place , according to
appointment , on Tuesday, August 18.
After the transaction of some routine
business , memorial s from several con-
gregations were presented , on the sub-
ject of the Overtures of last year , and
the division of the Body; most of them
pra ying for the adoption of this mea-
sure. The Remonstra nce against the
Overtu re s was also read. A desultory
discussion succeeded , respect ing the con-
duct of the Committe e for Theolog ical
Examination of Candidates for the Mi-
nistr y ; in the cours e of which severa l
members took occasion to deliver the ir
sentiments on the general question of
the late regulations. Mr. Elder expre ss-
ed his respect and esteem for Mr.Porter ,
but could not hold minis terial commu-
nion wi th him , as he in an enemy to the
Lord Jesus. Mr. F. Dill thoug ht it was
more deplorable th at Arians should be
over the peop le , than that a few mi-
nisters should be spoiled of thei r goods.

Mr. Richard Dill , Sen., said , '• An
unsound ministe r is a poisoned fou nta in ,
sending around noxious exhalations and
death . I would rather leave a hundred
ministers and thei r families to starve ,
than put an unsound minister over a
congregation. Arianis m is not Ch ris-
tianity. I will not say that an indivi dua l
A rian is not a Christian ; but I say Aria n-
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ism is not Christianity. I am not sure
tha t Ari arrisra contains a single princi ple
of Ch rist ianity, with the exception of the
doctri ne of the resurrection. I wish to
be chari table ; but charity begins at
home. I must say if Calvinis m be
Chr istianit y Arian ism is not. "

Mr. H ay said , he could not satisf y
himself with giving a silent vote on this
impo rtant question , but wished to state ,
briefly and distin ctl y, some of the reasons
wh y he could not conscientiousl y sup-
por t the re-appointme nt of the Commit-
tee. The House , he said , would have it
in recollection , that when th at Commit -
tee was established , he had expressed his
doubts and fears of the propriety of the
measure. He had given it very much of
his consideration since ; and he had often
prayed to God to direct him in all he
should say and do upo n this occasion.
First , he could not vote for its re-appoint -
raent , because , notwithstanding all that
had been so ingen iousl y urg ed , he consi-
dered it contrary to the spirit of Presb yte-
ria nism , and superseding the legitimate
authorit y of that part of our own bod y
from which we are called Presb yterians.
The Synod have a power ,if they will ex-
ercise it , of obliging Presb yteries to do
their duty ; and let Presb yteries be en-
join ed and obliged to do this duty —to be
scru pulous and minute in ascertaining
the princi ples of young men , before they
are permitted to preach the gospe l, and
anxiously and earne stl y to ascertaiu that
they possess fervent and genuine piety.
All this a Pre sbytery can do, and the
spiri t of Pres byterian ism be preserved.
But in the appointment of this Commit -
tee , as now constitu te d, Presbyteries , as
such , had no power of appointing their
const ituent members . The conduct of
the late Committee had been unanimousl y
appr oved by the Synod , an d most de-
servedl y. He rejoiced that the aspersion s
that had been cast upon it had been
state d here , and that an opportunity had
been affo rde d for such satisfactory expla-
nat ion. But thoug h that Committee had
don e nothing wrong , and though the
next should do the same , yet such great
power vested in that bod y is subject to
vast abuse , and may yet be productive of
much inj ur y, without almost the possi-
bil ity of appeal or redress ; and , there -
fo re, he th ought the Synod should be
cautio us before they gave it pe rmanence .
He knew the sentiments of many ortho -
dox ministers respecting its pr obable ten -
dency, who are not at this meeting ; and
th ey entertaine d the same views and ul-
timate apprehensions from it that he did .
He said , a formula for admission to the

ministry he conceived to be much prefer -
able to this Cornmitt ee. la t&e one case
youjwould have , as it we re , labelled on
your door , the expre ss and precise term s
on which a person can become a membe r
of this bod y. If your term s were such
as he could not conscientiou sly confor m
to, he might pass your door and go to a
society congenial to himself. On these
grounds he could not , in his conscience ,
with his present view of it , vote for the
re- appointment of this Commit tee.,

Mr. Gra y (Dung iven).—" I last year
thoug ht the Over tures only a temporar y
measure that would soon expir e. I
regarded them as a cloud thro wing a
shade over the landscape for a time,
but which was soon to pass over , and
leave us to enjoy the fair prospe ct around
us. I now find , howeve r, that the cloud
is still to brood over us ; and ther e is
good reaso u to apprehend that its dark -
ness will continue to th icken , till we shall
be at last involved in the gloom of mid-
ni ght. Against such an event , it is our
business to endeavour to guard. I was
well aware that certain favou rite mea-
su res we re to be compassed ; and that
in order to effect such objects , every pos -
sible means was to be pressed into the
service ; but I saw that such at tempts
produced the effect of convulsing this
Synod to its very centre ; I saw that the
measures br ought disgrace upon this
body ; and I felt convinced that the
means adopted were most impolitic . I
did look forward , however , with some-
thing of hope to the adoption of a milder
cou rse of procedure , and one more in
accordance with the gospel of Christ ,
and there fore did I conceive it to be my
duty to address you for a little , to try if I
can persuad e you to abandon your pre -
sent unchristian course. I am well aware
that clamours may be resorte d to , and
that the cry of the Ariau heresy may be
raised against me for the course which 1
purpose to pursue ; and 1 know that the
fear of such unj ust clamours has kept
many ministers fro m attending here ;
but , as my opinions are well known , as
I have always believed iu the Deity of
Christ , 1 have no grounds of fear , and
shall therefo re speak openly.

" You have it not iu your power to put
down Ariatiisra by any enactments of
yours. What is the character of your
present measur es ? You are rearing a
motley pile of heterogeneous materials ,
which can never continue permanent , but
wi ll crumble down around you fro m its
instability . You r enactments are inca-
pable of effecting the objects which you
contemp late, and they are opposed to the
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principle * laid down in Scri ptu re. In-
stead of tending to intr oduce genuin e
piety amongst us, I fear they are calcu-
late d to propagate -and foster a hollow
reli gion- Look at the -working of your
Committee . How can it go on well,
when one part of your body may do what
anot her par t are competeafc to undo ?—-
for I tell you that you have not the power
to pre vent Presbyteries from sending out
men to preac h the gosipel. Are these
men accountable to you ? Do you think
it likely, th at when twenty-six of the
most influential member s of your body
are combined , they will not be able to
carry the majority of this House ? Be-
sides, how can you have any hold u pon
them , or by what means will you be able
to ascertai n accurate ly,, in what manner
they may have d ischarged thei r duty ?
Their doors are closed against you , and
their operation s are completel y concealed
from your inspection. Will the young
meu ventu re to appeal fro m their deci-
sion ? If so, what will be the result ?
How will their insulate d and individual
testimony—fo r the young men are exa-
mined apart from each othe r—have any
chan ce whate ver of meeting, effectuall y,
the combined and concentrated testimon y
of your powerfu l Committee ? The thing
is not to be expected ; and when the cha-
racters of your young meu shall have
been thus stam ped by defeat ; and when
they will thus have awaken ed the oppo-
sition of such individuals , they may go
and preach to the Hindoos , or the Hot-
tentots if they wiU , but their pro spects
of succeeding in the miu istr y Ut this
country are gone for ever. Th*re will
exist in tin s bod y two forces likel y to
operate agaiust each other —and how ,
then ,are we to move on , thu s propelled ?
There in reason to drea d that , instead of
-advanc ing gteadily, the bod y will become
staiioiiary, or more properl y retrogr ade.
H ut we have been told that the Com-
mittee is a, P resb ytery, an d that the mem-
bers of the one are the members also of
the other ; I tell you , Sir , what power i«
vested iu this Committee . It has just
the same powe r that his Majesty has
over the bench of Bishops. He can call
t hem togeth er , and if they do not adopt
Uie course which lie wishes , he may dis-
miss them without allowing them to do
any th ing. Will Kcutteiiieu tell us that
th is is no power ? Our churc h is formed
upon the model of one describe d in th e
Scr i ptures , and the momen t you devia te
from your ori ginal constitutio n , you for-
sake your character , and abandon the
ori ginal form of your churc h. Ou r fore-
futhera conte nded and auflc i cd , tlint they

might pre serve our form of church go-
vernment undisturbed ; and what is the
course which we now see about to be
adopted ? 1 say this is one of the bold,
est attempts tha t ever was made to sap
the inte rests of Presbyt erian ism. It is
an attempt to overtur e the sound «ud
Chris tian policy which has hitherto pre-
vailed amongs t us, and to impose upon
us restrict ions destructive of the iute rests
of rel igion. It is ^aa at tempt of such a
characte r as would be Huoaediatel y cru sh-
ed , hut for the fevered state of affairs in
which we are at presen t situ ated,

" The ostensible object of your Over -
tu res is to put down Ari anism ; but let
nae tell you, that I consider it to be
merel y one step of a pre meditated cours e
of procedure designed to overt urn the
constitution of our church , aud to intro-
duce visionary theori es, that will be
most injurious to our body. If I were
sure that the measure was adopted only
as a temporary expedient , I would not
be so forward to complain ; but I fear
that it will be permanent in Us operation .
There is no country in which liberty of
conscience has not been fostered ; but I
would ask , is religious liberty recognized
in this Committee ? On the contr ary,
does it not rest with the wil l of a few to
select such individuals as they may deem
qualifi ed for preach ing the gospe l ? h
this consistent with our priv ileges ? Is
it consistent wkh Scriptu re ? I telJ you
it is »ot. I may be told that expedien cy
warr ants the adoption of the measure.
But no consider at ions whatever , on the
ground of expediency, can justif y ycfo in
goigig beyond certain limitatio ns. In-
stead of lod ging so much power in the
ha nds of a few individuals , the prefe ra-
ble plan would be to form a code of law s,
leaving for error very little ground of
lat itude. From the worth of these gen-
tlemen 1 am not at all disposed to de-
tract ; but they are nothing more than
men , liable the more to error as they
possess amp le room for abusing thei r
power. They have cleare d the mselves
from the charges alleged against them ;
but afte r all that has been said , 1 have
no dou bt whatever that many vision ary
ideas were broached by tfceui . Knowi n g
this to be the case , the young naen will
4:oiu€ prepared for smJb a course ; they
will aot venture to diffe r from the ir

gra ve aud reverend seniors. ' They
may be convl uted of the erro r aud im-
propr iety of the proceeding s ; but they
are subjecte d to the operation of stro ng
te mptations *. In shore , I would leave
fancy to her wildest flights , apd deiy her
to hit upon any meaiure more likely i0

142 InieUig ew*. —Syno d vf UUier.



fai l in accomplish hi £ it* end. I ask ,
y vov\d pa rents - now send forward their
Childr en to the ministry as freel y as fhey
won Id have done some years agr> ? It
there were a test of fakh laid dow n ,, tb^y
would see their way, and might think
prop er to acce pt of it \ btnf th at they will
submit to the wVH of your Committe e,- is
by no means probab le. Th e consequence
will be , that ta len-t and- true pietv will be
kept off. The question is not on what
ter m*, or with what opinions young men
will be admitted ; but it is whether thi&
Committe e be the fittest plan * or whe -
ther some other m-ight nod be devised ,.
I beseech yo* to give the matte r full and
fair considerati on, and shew to the world
that foil are not adopting a measure in-
consistent with the gospel. What did
rmr chu rch do before this time ? Were
there Avista in our bod y a hundred
years ago , whew no such Committee ex-
isted ? I would suggest that the power
be lod ged in the hands of Presbyteries.
I do not intend to move on the subject ,
but would be glad th at some other per -
son would take it up. Presb yteries have
a rig ht to mak e every inquiry that you r
Committ ee can make ; and by entrusting
them with that power , I wo«4d hope to
see every good enjd answe red , and an end
put to the unfortunate distractions which
have prevai led in our body.

** I was surprised to hear some gentle-
men state that this- Committee is merely
a Presb ytery. I think it would have
been better for them to come forward
and avow candidly that it was mere ly a
matte r of expediency . This, in real ity ,
is th e true state of the case ; but we
have no r ight to legislate unconstitu -
tionall y for the purpose of expelling any
man. Now, let any man shew me that
this measure is according to scri pture ,
accor ding to your constitu tion , or even
according to common liberty -. I view
the measure , not as a question of doc-
tri ne , an d I believe it to be unconstitu -
tional and unscri ptur a l, an d 1 there fore
fee l boniui to  ̂oppose it- 1 would return
to our former r ules, aud leave ifc to the
Pr esbyter ies to question the yoiwitf men.
The case of Geneva may be cited against
me; but there subscri ptio n was either
pr ac t ised merel y as a matter of course ,
or not att ended to. lu this country, , we
have the examp le of Presb yter ies enfor-
cing subscript ion , aud such Presb yteries
never sent out any young man infe cted
with error s in doctrine. " [The fo regoing
is but a fain t outline of one of the most
eloquen t and impressive speeches deli-
vered duri ng the course of the Synod.]

Mr . S. Dill spoke at great length , in

orde r to prove the scriptvra lky and cw*~
»titutionaUty of the Overtu re*. He re-
bnt te d the charg e of diimnishlng ' the au-
thority of scri ptu re , as alleged by trie
Remonstrants . He charged" the Unita -
r ians and Avians with opposing tfee au-
thority of Christ to that of Paul , and one
text to an other , iw order to neutralize
both ; with stating th at the ep istles are
onl y to be taken as ep istolar y writing *
not inte nded for the use of posterity.

Mr. Winnin g , of Kingscourt , admitted
the existence of great ev ils- in the consti -
tu tion of the Synod , and he ascribed
their ori gin to the lax ity of disci pline
that formerl y pre vai led. When he wa»
tocensed by th« Ty rone Pres bytery, no
subscri ption of* any kind was req uired of
him . Scill , though he coincided with
the spirit of the Overtures , yet there ap-
peared to be in them much that was ob-
jectionable. If it should be asked , H as-
the Presb ytery * righ t to exami ne young "
men ? it would be answered , It has. Has
tlie Commit tee also a power of examin-
ing them ? It has  ̂ Hence , if a difference
of opinion sh ould ta k« place bet ween the
Pre sbytery and the Committee , it be-
comes a matte r of seriou s concern for
the Synod to determine to which of them
a pre ference should be given. The case
of America had been cited ; but that , in
reality , gave no coun tenance to the pre -
sent proce dure , because the American
church vested the ri ght of examina tion '
exclusivel y in the Presb ytery, thoug h it
went the full length of the Ove rtu re s in
regard to personal religion. He held in
his hand the Constitution of the AmeTi-
ean Pres byte rian Church , and on its au-
thority he made his stat ements . After a
gre at numbe r of remarks on the disunite d
state of t he Synod , and its resulting evvls^
Mr. Winning proce eded to speci fy those
parts of the Overtu re to which he chiefly
objected. As a healing measure , he
wished the Committe e abolished , and
the r ig ht of examination vested in Pres-
byterie s , as forme rl y.

Mr. John Brown rose to move an
am endment , for the purpos e of bring ing
the Synod back to its ori ginal const itu -
tion. He did not conceive the Commit -
tee to be so objec tionabl e as had bee n
alleged , fu Rome , it was usua l to ap-
point a Dictato r on extraordi nary occa-
sions; and , in the same way, the usual
constitution of the Synod mi ght be sus-
pen ded for a time , aud an extra ordinar y
Conamit jee be app ointed. There shoul d,
however , be a jealoun wat ch kept over
ito; aud if- the Presb yton ivs were to choose
the members , that mi ght be a sufficient
safeguard. His view , ho wever , was , tha t
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they should re turn to subscri ption to the
Westmins ter Confess ion of Faith , with
the limitations which exist in the church
of Scotland. He was anxious , to avoid
the disagreeable bicker ings which had
prevailed in the Syuod ; and these could
scarcel y be avoided , as long as A nan s
were in the bod y. If we worshi p the
tru e Go>d , they must be idolat ers . There
is nothing so extraordinary in the my-
thology of Greece , Rome , or Hind oostan ,
as Arianism. It is an outrag e upon com-
mon sense. He could not believe the
Arians to be sincere in their objections
to creeds. At Geneva , they declaimed
about the ri ght of private judg ment , and
against creeda . Their numb ers increas -
ed : they got into the ministry, and pol-
luted it; and finally enacted a decree ,
that none of the orthodox doctri nes
should he taug ht in their church es. One
man had read the Bible , and jud ged for
himself ; and when he ventured to teach
the gosspel , the cry fro m the Arian s and
semi-hifidel multitude was , " Down with
Jesus Christ. '? It is not true that the
Arians are the suffe rers. They are bask-
ing in the sunshine of popular favour.
Neither are they over-delicate in their
t reatment of us. Through the public
priuts we are made to suffer. In the
Synod , also , they have attack ed us. —
He had rea d of the savage Indi an leap-
ing fro m his lurking place on the un-
wary foe ; and , afte r he had stabbed him
to the heart , standing over his fallen vic-
tim wi th his red tomahawk , whilst the
life-blood was gushing out : and not less
ferocious was the appearance of th ose
individuals in this house , w hen destroy -
ing the characte r of individua ls. He
concluded with moving, that subscri p-
tion to th e Westminster Confession of
Faith , with certain excepti ons , should be
made imper ati ve.

Mr. Stewa rt thoug ht this amen dment
should not be put at present , an d it was
accordingl y withdrawn .

(To be continued.)

Advertisements. We must agai n request that advertisements be sent enly to Mr.
Hoi wood , at the Reposito ry Office , 3, Walbrook Buildings.

Will Phil anthr opes favour us with the remainder of the series ?
Our reader s gener ally would , we aDDi ehend. obiect stromrlv to anv more " War e-

ham Controver sy."
Received , An Unitarian ; Y.M .; P. Horton ; A.  E. S.; An Inhabitant of Blooms-bu ry ; N C.; Rev. E. Hi gginson , Jun. ; and the Young Unitarian in rep ly to an Uni-taria n Elder , according to the request of the wri te r , in consequence of its rejectionm the quar te r to which it was or iginal ly sent.
The Watchma n, No. XII., next month.

The Anniversa ry Meeting of the So-
ciety for the Rel ief of the Widows and
Children of Prote stant Dissenting Minis-
ters will be held on Wednesday , the 7th
A pri l next , when a Sermon will be
preached at the Old Jewry Chape l, re-
moved to J ewin Street , in Aldersgate
Street , by the Rev. Joh n Scott Porte r ,
of Carter Lane. Service to begin at
Twelve o'clock precisel y. The fr iends of
the Society will afterwards dine together
at the Albion Tavern , in Aldersga te
Street.

Latel y publishe d , An Introductio n to
Greek Grammar , on a new Plan , for the
Use of Schools and Private Stud ents.
By Thomas Foste r Barham , M. B., late
of Queen 's College , Cambr idge. This
Gram mar , rejecting imaginary thoug h
long-established distincti ons , reduces the
tenses of the Greek verb from nine to sir ,
and the voices from three to two : it
exhibits throug hout models of tlie stand-
ard language, which In the common
grammar is not done , and is simplified
with a view to practical utility in every
departme nt.

Mr. Har ris has in the press a smal l
work in 8vo., " The Verb of the Eng lish
Lan guage Explained. "

Dr. Bo wring is , we understan d , about
to pub lish , by Subscr ipt ion , " The Songs
of Scandiuavia ," in 2 Vols. 8vo., dedi-
cated by permission to the King of Den-
mark.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Ministerial Removal.
On the removal of the Rev. W. Wilson

to Newbu ry, in Jul y last , the Rev. Georg e
Ken rick was elected the Pastor of the
Unitarian congre gation at Hampstead ,
for six months , and has since been per -
manently appointed to that situatio n , on
the duties of which he will ente r in
June next.

LITERARY NOTICES.

NOTICE .




