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MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF FREDERICK HASSELQUIST.

‘¢ [ conclude, you have not trusted every thing to memory, which is ten times
worse than a lead pencil : half a word fizxed upon or near the spot is worth a cart-
load of recollection.’”’—GRraAy.

FEw subjects of knowledge are more truly engaging and beneficial than
the state of the countries of the East; their natural productions, their do-
mestic, civil, and religious usages. It is the characteristic property of
oriental customs to be invariable. What the architecture, the ceremonies,
the economy, the personal manners, and the modes of life, in Arabia and
Palestine, were centuries ago, they still remain, and seem likely to remain:
and so different are they from our own as to interest by their novelty, while
they instruct by their stableness and their pecularities. They admit, in
particular, of an easy and a useful application to the study of the Scriptures,
and serve materially to illustrate passages involved before in apparently
impenetrable darkness.

On this account, the lives and writings of intelligent travellers in the Holy
Land, and in the adjoining regions, become objects of a liberal and well-
directed curiosity. The number of such travellers has been great; nor do I
undertake to give a catalogue of them, which, indeed, would little suit
either the limits or the object of the present communication. 1 shall only
remark, that of the individuals who have thus visited the East some have
gone thither professionally and officially,* others, with commercial views,}
and others, again, exclusively for purposes of literature and science.}

Among voyagers and authors, in these several classes, FREDERICK HaAs-
SELQUIST claims to be honourably noticed ; possessing, as he did, some of

® Such as Maundrell, Shaw, the two Russells, &c.

1+ Hanway, Plaisted, &c., are examples.

1 Of this description were Sandys, Niebuhr, Hasselquist, &c., &c.
VOL. 1V. R



218 Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Frederick Husselquist.

the most essential and valuable qualifications for his employment, and
having left on record, when ¢ upon or near the spot,”” and in a manner
eminently simple and faithful, the results of his individual observation.

He was born January 3, 1722, in the province of East Gothland. From
his parents he inherited no worldly advantages. While he was very young,
he lost his father, a meanly beneficed clergyman. His mother laboured
under weakness of body and of mind, and was provided for by public cha-
rity. The maternal uncle of Hasselquist kindly sent him to school ; this
advantage, however, could not be long enjoyed ; and the orphan youth was
constrained to acquire the means of subsistence by instructing persons still
younger than himself.

In 1741, he went to the University of Upsal, where he found aslender
maintenance in the same way, and had the benefit of attending the public
lectures. Medicine and Natural History soon became his favourite studies,
which he pursued with great success, under professional and royal patron-
age. In the class-room of the celebrated Linnzus his destiny was fixed.
That eminent teacher of botany, having enumerated the countries, with the
native productions of which the learned world was acquainted, and those of
which it is ignorant, expatiated on the importance of a naturalist’s personal
visit to Palestine, and declared his concern and wonder that it had never
been traversed by an individual at once disposed and competent to describe
its characteristic appearances, in the animal, vegetable, and mineral king-
doms. From that moment Hasselquist felt an inextinguishable desire of
going to the Holy Land. 1In despite of his poverty, of his infirm bodily
health, and even of the friendly remonstrances of Linnwus, he determined
on the experiment.

Contributions were raised among his countrymen for his journey : indi-
viduals * and public bodies gave substantial proofs of being friendly to his
design ; and i};,om the medical faculty, in particular, he received various aids
for the gratification of his wishes. Having finished his academical studies,
and gained some knowledge of the Arabic tongue and of other Eastern lan-
guages, and having accepted an offer, fram the Levant Company, of a free
]l);isgage to Smyrna, he sailed from Stockholm in the beginning of August,

It was not until November 26 that he completed his voyage. At Smyrna
he was hospitably welcomed, and materially assisted, by Rydelins the Swe-
dish Consul; and he passed the winter there ; ca.t_'efuﬂy marking the ap-
pearances and productions of nature in that vicinity. During the early part
of the following spring he travelled to Magnesia, 1n Natolia, and collected
plants on Mount Siphylus ;+ which is one of the loftiest hills in Asia, and
covered with perpetual snows.

Egypt was the next object of his attention. In May, 1750, he left
Smyrna, and proceeded, by the route of Alexandria and Rosetta, to Cairo,
where he continued for nearly twelve months, He now visited the Pyra-
mids, descended into, the sepulchres of the Mummies, watched the riging and
falling of the Nile, and, with a care and industry of which there had been
no previous exampple, brogght together the rarest products of the country.
To his scientific friends in Sweden he commupicated the resylt of hﬁ obser-
vations and experiments. Nor were his zeal, success, and ready disclosures,

* Life of Linnaeus, &c., Lond. 1794, pp. 171, 175.
+ Plin. Nat. Hist, 1L, § 91,
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lost upon them ; a public subscription being again set on foot for the puf-
pose of defraying his expenses, and a sum little $hort of two hundred pounds,
being, within a few months, remitted for his use.

Departing from Cairo, in March, 1751, he travelled to Damietta, Jaffa,
and Jerusalem, and afterwards to Jericho, the Jordan, Bethlehemn, Acra,
Nazareth, Tiberias, Cana, Tyre, Sidon; whence he sailed over to Cyprus,
Rhodes, and Chios, and arrived safely at Smyrna, with a rich treasure of
curiosities,

While he was waiting for a fit conveyance to his native land, he experi-
enced the unhappy influences of the climate, and of his recent fatigues, on a
frame of body always delicate. - The worst symptoms of pulmonary con-
sumption were quickly visible. No remedies availed. The insidious com-
plaint made daily advances; and Hasselquist expired, February 9, 1752,
not long after he had completed his thirtieth year.

It aggravated the sorrow of his countrymen for their loss of him, that he
had contracted a debt of three hundred and fifty pounds during his residence
abroad, and that his creditors, upon his death, had taken possession of his
colleetions and manuscripts as a security. These, nevertheless, were
promptly redeemed by the munificence of Louisa ULRicA, Queen of Swe-
den, 1n whose palace they were subsequently deposited, and at whose com-
mand Linneeus arranged the collections and edited the manuscripts.

The volume entitled ¢ Voyages and Travels in the Levant, 1n the Years
1749, 50, 51, 52, by the late Frederick Hasselquist,* M. D.,”” consists of a
narrative (which sometimes takes the form of a journal) and of fourteen
letters, written by him to Linnzus, from Smyrna, Alexandria, Cairo, and
Cyprus. It presents its readers, further, with scientific and classed cata-
logues of various productions of nature, in the regions visited by Hasselquist.'
Something, too, 1s added concerming the staté of medicine and of commerce
in those countries ; so that the intelligence which this. posthumous work
supplies 1s exceedingly various, novel, gratifying, and valuable.

Hasselquist’s voyage from Sweden to Smyrna was extremely tedious.
Still 1t afforded him numerous épportunities of shewing himself a most
diligent observer of nature. Nothing escaped his notice. What he records
of his interview with Peyssonnel, and of the dstinct hight cast by that
learned foreigner on the subject of corals, will be found particularly attrac-
tive. Scarcely less so is Hasselquist’s account of the state of medical
practice at Smyrnd ; together with his view of the professional character of
the physicians of that city.

~ In relating his expedition to Magnesia, he places before us some memo-
rable facts concerning the natural history of the country, and the modes of
travelling in the East. On his return to Smyrna, he witnessed, and has
well described, the ceremonies of the Greek Church, during the festival of
Easter ; nor has he overlookeéd the circumstance that Sherard,} our great
English botanist, was once resident at Sedekio.§

There was much in Egypt to take Hasselquist’s curiosity and admiration.
He represents, minutely, but with considerable effect, the manner in which

® ¢¢ Some account of Dt. Hasselquist,”” drawn up by Linnaus, is prefixed to this
volume.
4+ He died in 1757.
I A distinguished patron, as well as cultivator of the science. See Pultency’s
Sketches of ‘Botany, Vol. 11. pp. 140, &c.
§ In the neighbourhood of Smyrna.
R 2
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he rode out to see the gardens of Alexandria.* - Information was here
obtained by him of the Egyptian, method of making Sal Ammoniac: he
became, too, a spectator of the singular way in which the inhabitants hatch
chickens ; and he paints, in faithful and lively colours, the fascination of
even the most poisonous serpents by a practitioner in the art.

Hasselquist records in general terms his visit to the Egyptian Pyramids.
It would seem that he purposely refrained from writing a detailed account
of those wonderful structures, in consequence of their having been already
seen and described by so large a number of travellers. His taste and his
studies had certainly another direction. One of his remarks on the pyramids
is worthy of being copied :
~ ““ When conducted to the pyramids, I experienced,” he says, ‘¢ the dif-
ference between reality and conception, between seeing a thing with our own
eyes, and seeing it with the eyes of others. I had read all which travellers
have related of the Egyptian pyramids: I had met with drawings of them; I
had heard them described by actual spectators; I had even viewed them, at
various distances, since my arrival in Egypt. Nevertheless, I knew nothing

of their outward appearance until I came upon the spot, or of their inward
state, until I entered them.”

There 1s scarcely a paragraph in this or in any part of his volume, which
does not set fully before us the singularity of Eastern manners, and call to
our minds the notices of them in the Sacred Writings. ¢

The picture that this author has drawn of the caravan from Cairo to
Mecca, bears every sign of correctness. It was evidently the result of his
personal observation.

. We learn from him that the caravan is divided into two bands, one of
which consists of about ten thousand men, who come from the whole of the
African coast, and the other of Turks from most parts of the empire bearing
their name ; that (%-ain, and not devotion, is, in the case of many of them,
the proposed end of the expedition; that they carry to Arabia cloths,
cochineal, spices, lead, brass, false pearls, and an immense number of
Spanish or German dollars, and bring back coffee, balsam of Mecca,+
myrrh, frankincense, china-ware, fine cotton-stuffs, turbans, India silks,
gold stuffs, &ec.; that their profits are large ; and that the Bey who com-
mands the caravan is well paid by them for deferring his march agreeably
to their wishes and convenience.

Of the sepulchres of the Mummies, he informs us, that they cannot be
visited without some daunger of losing the way, ¢ especially if the visitor
ventures 100 far in the passages.”” These ¢ subterranean places,’”” however,
were explored by Hasselquist, who speaks with less pleasure and enthu-
siasm of them than of the insects and the plants which he found in the
neighbourbood.

hat he was a devout as well as a sagacious and diligent observer of
nature, some of his reflections evince. .

. Having mentioned the species of insects which he had collected, within

a short time, on one spot, he thus proceeds :

* Of what use is & wild and uncultivated desert filled with burning sand?
Can any living creature subsist in it? Are not such wastes quite devoid of

atel,

* Sce Plaisted’s Journal, &c., p. 125.
+ A striking example occurs in p. 38; see, too, Letters XI. and XIV.
1 P. 293. How illustrative is this extract of Gen, xxxvii. 25, xliii. 2!
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benefit, and most profitless portions of our globe? So /e may ask, who casts
a hasty glance on these tracts of country. However, if he remains there for
a short timne, without being terrified by the burning sun and the whirl-
ing sand,* if he looks around him with attention, he will in this solitary
wilderness discover evidence of the truth, that the Creator has not made any
thing in vain, and that there is no place upon the earth, which nature has not
fitted to be the habitation of some animal.”

This traveller was no careless spectator of the customs, any more than
of the scenery and natural productions, of the countries which he explored.
He was deeply impressed by the characteristic superstition of the inhabitants,
of which he records the following example :

‘“ Nearly through the whole of the East, the people believe that if a
stranger sees their silk-worms, all hope of success is lost. For this reason, [
could never gain a sight of any of these insects until May 18—not at Smyrna,
nor on my travels in Natolia and the Archipelago, where silk is produced.
In every garden round Seide [the ancient Sidon] is a rude hut, in which silk-
worms are contained and spin. My servant, a venturous Armenian, procured
me an opportunity of entering one of these huts, where I beheld this remark-
able worm, so well known and esteemed in the East, and so calculated to be
the object of exhaustless admiration.”

I could with ease multiply such extracts from the Travels of Hasselquist.
Nor would it be a laborious task to select numerous passages in which his
remarks serve to elucidate statements and references in the Scriptures. Yet,
after the judicious services of Harmer, &c., this attempt 18 not particularly
requisite ; and my wishes will be fully answered, 1if I can engage any of my
readers, and those of them especially who are critical students of the Old
and the New Testament, to make themselves acquainted with Hasselquist’s
life and writings. There have been travellers and residents in the East,
who have remained there for a much longer time, and whose stores of
literature have been far more ample than his : there are scarcely any whose
observations have been equally scientific, accurate, and faithful.

The English translation{ of his Voyages, &c., (1766,) might with great
advantage be revised, and illustrated by notes.

It is not possible to conclude this imperfect Memoir of Hasselquist, with-
out adverting to the uncommon zeal and effect with which the Northern
courts of Europe have patronized undertakings for the growth of the know-
ledge of Natural History :

‘¢ These are imperial works, and worthy kings.”
He tibi erunt artes !—

N.

* Jahn's Biblis. Arch. (1818), Th. B. ii. 349.
+ It was madec by a foreigner from the original Swedish. Linnaus translated
the work into German.
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FAITH AND HOPE: A PARABLE.

ONE morning, as the sun arose, two Spirits went forth upon the earth.

And they were sisters. * But Faith was of mature age, while Hope was yet
a child.

They were both beautiful. Some loved to gaze on the countenance of
Faith, for her eye was serene, and her beauty changed mnot : but Hope was
the delight of every heart. | ‘

And the child sported in the freshness of the morning; and as she hovered
over the gardens and dewy lawns, her wings glittered in the sunbeams hke
the rainbow.

« Come, my sister,” she cried, * and chase with me this butterfly from
flower to flower.”

But her sister was gazing at the lark as it arose from its low nest and
warbled among the clouds.

‘And when 1t was noon, the child said again, ¢ Come, my sister, and
pluck with me the flowers of the garden ; for they are beautiful, and their
fragrance is sweet.”’

But Faith replied, < Nay, my sister, let the flowers be thine; for thou
art young, and delightest thyself in their beauty. I will meditate in the
shade, till the heat of the day be past. Thou wilt find me beside the foun-
tain in the forest. When thou art weary, come and repose on my bosom.”

And she smiled and departed.

After a time, Hope sought hersister. 'The tear was in her eye, and her
countenance was mournful.

Then Faith said, ¢ My, sister, wherefore dost thou weep, and why 1s
thy countenance sad ?*’

And the child answered,  Because a cloud is in the sky, and the sun-
shine is overcast. See, the rain begins to fall.”

““It 1s but a shower,” Faith.replied ; ‘““and when it is over, the fields will
be greener and the flowers brighter than before.” |

Now the place where they sat was sheltered from the rain, as it had been
from the noon-day heats. And Faith comforted the child, and shewed her
how the waters flowed with a fuller and a clearer stream as the shower fell.

And presently the sun broke out again, and the woods resounded with
30Dg..

Then Hope was glad, and went forth to her sports once more.—

After a time, the sky was again darkened. And the young Spirit looked
up, and, behold ! there was no cloud in the whole circle of the heavens.

"Therefore Hope marvelled, for it was not yet night.

And she fled to her sister, and cast herself down at her feet, and trembled
exceedingly.

Then Faith raised the child, and led her forth feom the shade of the trees,
and pointed to the sun, and said, : ,
““ A shadow is passing over the face thereof, but mo ray of his glory is
extinguished. He still walketh in brightness, and thou shalt again delight
thyself in his beams. See! even yet, his face is not wholly hidden from

us.”’

But the child dared not look up, for the gloom struck upon her heart.
And when all was bright again, she feared to wander from her sister, and

her sports were less gay than before.—

When the eventide was come, Faith went forth from the forest shade, and
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sought the lawn, where she might watch the setting of the sun. Then said
she to her young sister,

¢ Comne, and behold how far the glories of the sunset transcend the beau-
ties of the morning. See how softly they melt away, and give place to the
shadows of night !*’ |

But Hope was niow weary. Her eye was heavy, and her voice languid.
She folded her radiant wings, and dropped on her sister’s bosom, and fell
asleep.

Bu{z Faith watched through the night. She was never weary, nor did her
eyelids need repose.

She laid the child on a bed of flowers, and kissed her cheek. She also
drew her mantle round the head of the sleeper, that she might sleep in

ace.
peThe‘n Faith looked upwards, and beheld how the stars came forth. She
traced them in their radiant courses, and listened to their harmonies, which
mortal ear hath not heard.

And as she listened, their music entranced her soul.

At length, a hght appeared in the east, and the sun burst forth from the
portals of the heaven.

Then the Spirit hastened to arouse the young sleeper.

““ Awake, O my sister! awake !” she cried. ¢ A new day hath dawned,
and no cloud shall overshadow 1t. Awake! for the sun hath risen which
shall set no more !”’

CROMBIE'S NATURAL THEOLOGY.*
(Continued from p. 154.)

THE same arguments which prove the Being of a God, establish the doc-
trine of a Providence ; as the only evidence which men have of his exist-
ence is derived from his manifest relations to them as their Maker and
Preserver. This evidence appears to us to be of a nature to preclude the
doubts which, however, still subsist whether the mode of providential ope-
ration be general, universal, or particular. It has been the opinion of many
philosophers and theologians that Providence acts by means of general laws,
established at the creation, which regulate only the more rmportant concerns
of human life, providing for the species but not for mdividuals ; and that b
the clashing of these laws arise the various deviations from order for which
it 15 otherwise difficult to account. To hold this belief, however, is to limit
those attributes of Deity on which thé doctrine of a Providence is founded.
If any event can take place, the capses and consequences of which were not
foreknown, the Divine Prescience is imperfect. If any sentient existence
was ever conferred without such a préyious adjustment of circumstances as
would ensure the uititnate happiness of that existence, the benevolence of the
Giver of life is' ifnpeachable. This belief that Providence is only general,
assumes also that the aspect of events is the samé to the Divine and the
human mind ; that what appears trifling to the ohe is distegarded by the

* Natural Theology ; or Essays oun the Existence of Deity, and of Providence, on
the Immateriality of the Soul, and a Future State. By the Rev. Alexander Crombie,
LL.D., &c. 2 Vols. Hunter, and ‘T, Hookhani. 1829.
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other; and that what men call important influences are those which alone
are worthy of the Divine cognizance. Yet how commonly do the greatest
events spring from the most nsignificant causes! The most trifling act of
carelessness, a casual touch, the inhaling of a single breath, has carried the
plague into countries where thousands of lives have fallen a sacrifice to it.
The fire of London began in an obscure corner of an obscure house in an
obscure part of the city. Wars of devastation have arisen from disputes
more trifling than disturb the peace of every alehouse every day; and the
conflicting feelings in the mind of Luther which originated the Reformation

. 'were probably not very different in kind or degree from those which have
agitated thousands of ignobler minds since the world began. If Napoleon
had been born a year sooner or later, the state of society would have been
so far different as to form his mind, and therefore to shape his fortunes, and
through his, the fortunes of the world, in a widely different manner from
that which we have witnessed and experienced. To adopt the ingenious
speculation of an able writer (the author of Essays on the Formation and
Publication of Opinions) :

‘“ The affairs of France would have fallen into different hands, and have
been conducted in another manner. The measures of the British cabinet,
the debates in parliament, the subsidies to foreign powers, the battles by sea
and land, the marches and countermarches, the wounds, deaths, and promo-
tions, the fears and hopes and anxieties of a thousand individuals, would all
have been different. The speculations of those writers and speakers who
employed themselves in discussing these various subjects, and canvassing the
conduct of this celebrated man, would not have been called forth. The train
of ideas in every mind interested in public affairs would not have been the
same. Pitt would not have made the same speeches, nor Fox the same re-
glies. Lord Byron’s poetry would have wanted some splendid passages.

‘he Duke of Wellington might have still been plain Arthur Wellesley” (and
the principle of religious liberty might have been yet unrecognized by the
government of Great Britain). ‘ The imagination of the reader will easily
carry him through all the various consequences to soldiers and sailors, trades-
men and artizans, printers and booksellers, downward through every grada-
tion of society. In a word, when we take into account these various conse-
quences, and the thousand ways in which the mere intelligence of Bonaparte’s
proceedings, and of the measures to counteract them, influenced the feelings,
the speech, and the actions of mankind, it is scarcely too much to say, that
the single circumstance of Bonaparte’s birth happening when it did has more
or less affected almost every individual in Europe, as well as a numerous
multitude in the other quarters of the globe.”

If the ravages of war and pestilence, the renovation of Christianity, and
the fortunes of a continent, are not, with the causes from which they spring,
the objects of Divine cognizance, the doctrine of a Providence must be re-
hinquished. ]

The distinction between a universal and a particular Providence, though
often adopted, is merely nominal. It arises (like almost every other mis-
take or difficulty to which we are liable on subjects of this nature) from our

roneness to liken the Deity to ourselves, and to suppose too close a resem-

lance between the methods of Divine and human agency. To the Divine
mind all ideas must be supposed to be ever present ; while to human facul-
ties they arise in succession. This succession originates our conception of
Time; while it is inconceivable that such a conception should bear a rela-
tion to the Divine Mind, any more than extension to the Divine substance.
Hence, while our thoughts and our actions are successive ; while our memory
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wanders through the past, and our imagination works its way through the
dimness of the future; while effort succeeds to effort; while a chain of
thoughts is evolved, and a sum of actions accumulated,—to God, * one day
1s as a thousand years, and a thousand years are as one day ;> he not only
sees the end from the beginning, but the beginning and the end are
identical : the actions of an eternity are comprehended in one energy ;
the interests of a universe are ordained, created, established, and immortal-
ized at once and for ever. The question is not, therefore, whether the
Father of all the families of the earth provided for their individual fortunes,
ages ago, while he no longer interferes with the course of events, or whether
he guides the influences as they arise ; but whether 1t is most easy for man
to conceive of the one mode of agency or of the other. It is the choice of a
medium through which an immutable object may be viewed ; the choice
between two methods of demonstrating an unalterable truth ; and involves
no supposition of a change in the object, or of a modification of the truth
under contemplation. The truest wisdom, therefore, is for every mind to
conceive of the superintendence of Providence in that mode which nou-
rishes the strongest convictions of unerring wisdom, and of unwearied ten-
derness. The child may be allowed and should be encouraged to think of
his heavenly Father as smiling on his nascent efforts of duty, and frowning
on his disobedience ; as bestowing his trivial enjoyments, watching his oc-
cupations, and guarding his slumbers, in bodily presence, since no other
presence is conceivable by the infant mind: while the philosopher may
attempt to express his inadequate conceptions by yet more 1nadequate
language ; speaking of One whose °¢ centre is every where, and His cir-
cumference no where ;> who originates the faintest motion in the material
universe, while he bestows the infinite blessedness of an immortal existence
on an innumerable multitude of spiritual beings. The latter of these modes
of conception is not too high, if 1t does not impair the confidence of trust,
or the sense of responsibility ; the former is not too low, if it aids the
growth of holy awe and fervent love. Both are, doubtless, inadequate,
almost equally so : yet neither is so inadequate as the supposition, adopted
by the learned Cudworth and a -few others, that the various phenomena of
the world are produced by the agency of a vital, spiritual, and unintelligent
substance, to which the name of a Plastic Nature 1s given. It 1s sufficient to
say that we have no evidence of the existence of such a being; but it is
clear that so strange a hypothesis arose from the unworthy imagination that
action is incompatible with the dignity of the Divine nature. All dignty,
however, consists in action, as Being itself is evinced by action; and in
proportion to the energy and the perfection of action, 1s the perfection of
Being, in dignity as well as in happiness. Thus only can we conceive of
being, of happiness, of dignity, and of perfection. The hypothesis of Cud-
worth does not in the least remove his own fancied difficulty; for this
Plastic Nature must have originated with God ; and according to the esta-
bhished maxim, ¢ Causa cause causa causati,’’ the 0p-erations of the de uty
are the operations of the principal, where that principal 1s prescient. This
Idol of the Theatre may therefore be forgotten with the thousand others
which may innocently divert the imagination when the occupations of the
reasoning power are suspended; but which should never be allowed to
make sport among the grave employments of the humble and patient -
tellect.

The Essay on the Immateriality of the Soul, we must pass over entirely,
for the simple reason that the subject is so interesting, and that so much
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must be said if any thing is said at all, that our remarks would probably
extend to the length of the Essayitself. Such of our readers as take an
interest i one of the most difficult of philosophical questions, and irideed all
who have outgrown the vulgar belief that Atheist and Mateniahist are con-
vertible terms, will do well to study this chapter of the work before us.
They will find the question elearly, and, on the whele; impartially stated,
and that Dr. Crombie has a decided opinion upon it, for reasons which he
has given at length. Those who know that the contreversies on this point
have sometimes ended in reciproeal conversion, and sometimes in the dis-
covery that the substance which onre reasoner called Mattet was the same
which his opponent meant by Spirit, will not be disappointed if they are
long in arriving at conviction, where the question is surrounded with diffi-
culties apparently insuperable. Happily the subject is of no practical im-
portance, further than that the obscurity or development of truth always bas
an influence, direct or indirect, on our course ot action; according to the
established rule that the clearer are our conceptions; the more ehergetie will
be our practice. The immediate connexion between principles and prac<
tice is revealed to all ; but no one can say what indirect relations any one
truth may bear to morals: and those who are employed in investigations
which appear mere matter of curiosity, may be rendering a service of which
they and their contemporaries hittle dream, to the eternal interests of their
race.

The fourth Essay contains an examination of the Theistical arguments
for a Future State. The only differenece of opinioh respecting their value is
as to the degree of probability which they establish. Believing, as we do,
that the hope of a future life which is universal in the world, originated in a
revelation, we find it difficult to judge of the strength of arguments which
we hold to be needless, and which, on the whole, appear to us very unsatis-
factory. To those who have been brought up in a Christian country, of
whose earliest associations the idea of a future life formed a part, to whom
the decay and renovation of nature were pointed out as types of a more
mournful decay and a brighter renovation, who have been taught to regard
every pure thought, every high aspiring, as a foretaste, and the Scriptures
themselves as the pledge, of an' immortal existence, it is difficult, if not im-
possible, to conceive what théir imaginations or convictions would have
been in different circumstances, and unde? an opposite mode of education.
We believe, however, that no unassisted reasonings on the tendencies of the
soul, on the influences of conscience, on the love of life, on the unsatisfying
nature of present enjoyments, and on the abortions of nature—no observation
of analogies, no such conceptions of the Divine attributes as could have been
formed within us, would have inspired such faith as to enable us to leap mnto
the gulf at the call of patriotist, or to imspire disappointment at our
mability to' sacrifice hife for a friend. The' hedthen martyrs to patriotism
and friendship were, we think, actvated by stronger convictions than could
have been established by the' presumptions and probabilities of arguments
which could hardly have been suggested by other mearis than an' apprehen-
sion of the truth they were intended to reveak. If the idea of a fature life
were once suggested, it is easy to see the use of the natural arguments in
favour of it in vivifying and confirming the apprehension, till' the fulness of
time wak corne,  when an express promise was imparted: but that such an
apprehension could originate in the observation of analogies, or the strrings
of a restless spirit, we do not believe. To revélation alone 1s our race n-
debted for the Eope of immortality, as it appears to us. No such truth could,
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we thionk, have been elicited by any method of induction; though, being
true, it affords so clear an explanation of all facts apparently inconsistent,
of all arrangements seemingly discordant, that it is very natural to conclude
that such an explanation must have suggested itself, 1f it had not been re-
vealed. Dr. Crombie ascribes greater weight to these arguments than we
do. We wish we could examine his reasonings on each of them, for no
subject is more important to a particular class of persons ; and few are more
interesting. But 1t 13 impossible to go into the subject at greater length.
Few, if any, persons, we would hope, under the conviction that death is at
hand, capable of reviewing the course of their lives, and of estimating the
nature and compass of their powers, seriously believe that a future existence
is- impossible or improbable. The difference (to be accounted for as well
as lamented) is between the involuntary, vacillating comparison of probabi-
lities of the Sceptic; the obsecure though stable convietions of the Deist ; and
the full, definite, and animating expectation of the Christian. The Atheist
may consign himself to anmibilation ; the Sceptic may jest about Styx and
its ferryman, or may anxiously stretch his gaze into the obscure regions
whose hues and forms may prove as unreal as the dreams which precede the
insensibility of sleep; the Deist may await with the composure of hope and
trust the revelation of a scene of whose reality he 1s assured ; but to the
Christian that revelation is begun : its ‘¢ visioned glories half appear;’” and
whatever may be his eondition there, that such a world is opening upon
him, he can no more deubt than that Ins mortal existence is drawing to a
close. The convictions of the Christian and the Deist appear to be based
ou a revelation ; those of the Atheist and Sceptic to be held in defiance of
it ; and the natural arguments for a future state seem to have mo influence
in lesseming the differences of the opposing systems.

It surprises us to perceive the frequent reference made by our author to
instinctive principles. le has shewn himself so acute in detecting those
errors in philosophy which arise from the tendency to multiply principles,
that we wonder when we find him ascribing the behef of the connexion
between cause and effect, the exercise of benevolence, the love of life, con-
science, resentment, gratitude, and other passions and affections, to so many
instinetive principles. It appears that he confounds instinctive with what
are commonly called natural prineiples ; those which are inherent at hirth,
with those which are afterwards formed in every mind by influences which
act universally. While the happiness of hfe universally preponderates over
its miseries, the love of life wilk be universal : and if, mn any particular case,
its miseries preponderate, the love of life will give way to the desire of death.
H it were not s0, we must deny the sanity of every suicide, from the noble
Roman to the degraded Hindoo widow. From a review of the moral influ-
ences to which the whole human race 13 subjected, it might be anticipated
that a strong general resemblance, accompanied with minor differences,
would subsist in- the operation of conscience in nations and individuals;
which we find te be the faet: whereas, if the principle were instinctive,
no such. differences could exist. Phe author expresses himself with some
mdignation against those who- teach that benevolence grows out of selfish-
ness, and is the result of early association, originating in the nursery or
the school-room. 'We hope we are not ¢“ ever anxious to degrade the cha-
racter of man,” yet we avow such to be our behef; and, in' the whole
economy. of Prowidence, there is no process which more powerfully excites
our admiration and gratitude than that by which the selfish principle is
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made subservient to the growth of benevolence. It is a beautiful spectacle
to watch the expansion of the affections in the mind of a child ; to see how,
by pleasurable association, his interests are gradually transferred from him-
self to others; how, having once felt pleasure and pain for his parents and
companions, the association strengthens, till a desire of the good of others
renders him unmindful of his own feelings ; how, self-denial being once
exercised, the exercise becomes more easy and frequent, till it is itself the
source of as much pleasure to the individual as his benevolence can confer
on others ; and how the sum of human happiness is thus indefinitely in-
creased, and man is prepared for that state where nothing that defileth can
enter. - If he were Eom with an instinctive principle of benevolence, he
would be, at his birth, as fit for the highest enjoyments of a better world _as
when his course of discipline was finished ; or we must suppose, with our
author, that opposite instincts are implanted, which are to carry on a war-
fare till one or the other is annihilated. He calls resentment an instinet :
but bave we any reason, from experience or analogy, to suppose that in-
stincts are ever annihilated ? The supposition is irreconcilable with Dr.
Crombie’s doctrine of the indestructible nature of our consciousness. As
for the degradation imputed to the process referred to, it is purely imaginary.
Man is what he is, by whatever means he became so; and as the choice of
those means does not rest with him, the beauty or meanness of the process
employed is ascribable not to him, but to his Maker and Guide. Benevo-
lence 1s venerable and beautiful, and the elements from which 1t 1s formed,
the influences under which it expands, are created and administered by God.
It is the part of man to investigate the nature of those elements, to watch
the operation of those influences, in order to use, as he best may, his privi-
lege of co-operating with the universal Father in the development of mind
and the creation of happiness. If he ventures to doubt the efficiency or
dispute the existence of the process, because 1t i1s not accordant with his
notions of fitness and beauty, it follows that his notions are imperfect, and
not that the process 1s in fault. It is his part to form his conceptions of
fitness and beauty from the observation of the means employed and the
results displayed by Providence, and not to question the operation of the
means because they vary from his conceptions. Where Dr. Crombie sees
deformity and apprehends degradation, some other inquirers discern order
and dignity : not that they think selfishness desirable in itself, or see any
thing noble in the imperfection of benevolence. But beauty resides in the
process, though not 1n the elements employed ; and the dignity of the object
1m%3rts significance to the means by which it is attained.

e can neither enter into our author’s conception nor adopt his lan-
guage when he says, ¢ Our malevolence ceases to be a malignant feeling,
when directed against the deliberate parricide, or the atrocity of the wretch
who, with wanton cruelty, sheds the blood of an innocent and defenceless
fellow-creature.”” Malevolence (or wishing ill) can never cease to be a
malignant feeling, as its objects are persoms, not qualities. We may hate
moral evil, but we may not wish ill to the subjects of it. We may hate
atrocity ; but to hate the atrocious is wrong ; to be malevolent to the atro-
city is impossible, while ¢ malevolence’” means what it is universally un-
derstood to mean. The ideas included in the words ¢ virtuous malevolence”
are incongruous; and the desire of retribution on the vicious proceeds, or
ou%ht to proceed, from a principle of benevolence to society, and not of
malevolence to the criminal.
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The following passage appears to be grounded on a misapprehension of
the philosophy of those who dispute the instinctive nature of moral senti-

ments :

‘« But, if all our moral sentiments were resolvable into education, it would
follow that man is wholly a factitious being ; and that all actions, not affecting
ourselves, would he eq]l:allty indifferent to us; that we should hear the moan-
ings of pain, the shriek of sorrow, and the laugh of joy, with equal uncon-
cern; that we should behold a fellow-creature writhing in agony, and another
relieved from suffering, with one and the same, or with no emotion; and
that benevolence and malignity, love and hatred, might be equally gratifying,
or interchange their pleasures and pains, as early impressions might happen
to have directed,” &c.—Vol. II. p. 495.

No one attempts to deny that man is endowed from birth with a capacity
of pleasure and pain, and with a principle of association ; and that, under
influences which are universal in their operation, natural principles are
formed, which are also universal. No human agency can suspend the thou-
sand influences which create a love of virtue and of happiness, and a hatred
of vice and misery in almost every mind; but while instances may be
pointed out, (and such exist, though happily they are rare,) of utter indif-
ference to the suffering of others, of entire ignorance of the distinction
between virtue and vice, it is clear that moral sentiments are not instinctive.
—In p. 347 of Vol. 1., we find the proposition, ¢ All men are mortal,’”
adduced as an example of an intuitive truth. This is an oversight, which
only needs to be noticed to be corrected.

It would be much less easy to point out the numerous excellences of the
work before us than it has been to notice its few apparent defects. It con-
tains a valuable body of facts applied to the establishment of a doctrine of
the utmost importance. Its reasonings are, for the most part, clear, though
encumbered by occasional repetitions, for which, in his preface, the author
begs his readers’ excuse, on the plea of an earnest desire to produce a due
1mpression.

The time will arrive, we are persuaded, when 1nquiries of the nature of
those before us will become more popular than they have ever been. The
notion of their being surrounded by peculiar mystery, and attended by pecu-
har danger, i1s wearing out. The authoritg of Milton has, in this case, as in
some others, been regarded with too much deference ; and while orthodoxy
and piety have been maintained in conjunction in the cottage, because Para-
dise Lost and the Bible lay together on the shelf, many wise heads have been
shaken in the drawing-room, the library, and the college, at the mention of

¢¢ Providence, foreknowledge, will and fate, .
Fixed fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute ;’’

and many an allusion to the diabolic nature of such inquiries has alarmed
and perplexed the young reasoner. A little further research proves, how-
ever, that it is only through indolence, impatience, or some peculiar infir-
mity, that either devils or men can ¢ find no end, in wanderin% mazes lost.”’
It may, perhaps, be at length allowed, that it is as unreasonable to deny the
existence of eleven planets because Milton speaks of “‘five other wandering
fires” besides the moon, as to conclude that any objects of discussion are
forbidden because any man suggests by implication that they are so, even if
that man be Milton. Every good is hable to abuse ; and the most valuable
Instruments are Erecisely those which may effect the most injury, if impro-

perly handled ; but if presented for our use, our part 1s to apply them care-
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fully, and not to shrink from touching them. The real dangers which attend
metaphysical inquiries are the same which attend all other inquiries, and
which are wholly unconnected with the subjects of inquiry. They arise
from our prejudices, our ignorance, our weakness, our presumptuous confi-
dence, our debasing fears; and they can no more be annihilated by depri-~
ving them of one mode of indicating their existence, than indiscretion can be
cured bgacutting out the tongue, or internal inflammation relieved by cool-
ing the hands. A world of truth is before us. 'We cannot help desiring to
explore it; and we know of no interdiction which need exclude us from
any part of it. We ought, therefore, to disregard the mistaken advice and
ymmpotent threats which would deter us, and press forward to the limrts of
science, determined to ascertain for ourselves where we must stop, and to
beed no prohibition but that of Nature, or of Him who constituted Nature.

‘“ Nature,”> says Dr. T. Brown, “‘has not abandoned us, with principles
which we must fear to examine, and with truths and illusions which we must
never dare to separate. In teaching us what our powers are ineapable of at-
taining, she has, at the same time, taught us what truths they may attain; and
within this houndary we have the satisfaction of knowing that she has placed
all the truths that are important for our virtue and happiness. He, whose
eyes are clearest to discern the bounding circle, cannot, surely, be the dullest
to perceive the truths that are within. l.‘ﬁ'he study of the power and limits of
the understanding, and of the sources of evidence in external nature and our-
selves, instead of either forming or favouring a tendency to scepticism, is the
surest, or rather-the only, mode of removing the danger of such a tendency.
That mind may soon doubt even of the most important truths, which has
never learned to distinguish the doubtful from the true. But to know well
the irresistible evidence on which truth is founded, is to believe in it, and to
believe in it for aver.”” |

TRANSLATION OF MONS. A. DE LAMARTINE’S POEM, ENTITLED,
DIEU.

AWHILE my soul thy earthly cares forego,
Awhile cast off the weight of human woe.
My mortal sense, I'leave thee wandering here,
Whilst T unburthen’d seek a higher sphere.
There, treading under foot this orb below,
Unshackled soar a viewless world to know.
My soul is straighten’d in its prison’d home,
And through unbounded ether longs to roam.

As a small rain-drop in the ocean tost,
Se in mwfinitiide all thought s lost ;
"There, queen of space and of eternity,
The spirit measures time—immensity—
Approaches chaos—dares existence span,
.essence of the Godhead learns to scan.
But when the depth ofi feeling I would paint,
Eangu%e}expires n efforts weak and faint;
Myvsoul would speak—nry tongue the aid I sought
Refuses, and but' yields the shade of theught..
Twe different tongues the: hord for mind hath made ;
One i3 by: sounds articulave displayed ; |
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This bounded language man from man may koow;
Full well it suits his exiled state below ;

It suits his veering destinies or clime,

Changes or passes with the passing time.

The other is eternal, vast, immense,

The innate language of intelligence ;

>Tis not a sound that dies upon the air,

’Tis living in the heart, and heard but there ;

*Tis understood and spoken by the soul, -

Holds o’er each feeling 1ts sublime controul ;
Each transport and each kindling thought explains,
The soul’s soft raptures and her secret pains;

This is the language prayer prefers on high—

On earth ’tis heard but in the lover’s sigh.

Through the pure regions where I love to stray,
Enthusiasm, come to point the way !
Be thou my torch in this profoundest night,
Than reason better guide my mental sight ;
Come thou on wings of flame, disperse the shade,
My leader come—I ask alone thy aid.
Escaped from time and space, we raptured roam
Above the shadows of our earthly home ;
And now fair truth beholding face to face,
We view her order and admire her grace.

>Tis Deity —this gloriqus star divine,
That knows no dawn—that suffers no decline ;
He lives—all ljve in him —and vastness, time,
Are of his being elements sublime.
Eternity his age—the void his rest—
The day his gﬁmce—the world his image blest.
All universe exists beneath his hand,
And waves of being flow at his command.
As a flood nourish’d by this source immense,
Escapes, returns, to end where all commence,—
Boundless as he, his perfect works divine
Bless at their birth the hand that bade them shine,

At every breath He chaos fills anew ;

To live 1s to create—to will, to do;

To him belongs from self all things to draw,
His holy will supreme, his only law :

This will unclouded, and from weakness free,
Is power, is order, truth and equity.

O’er whatsoe’er exists he holds controul,
From chaos to the all-pervading seul ;
Intelligence and love, strength, beauty, youth,
Are gifts exhaustless from the God of Truth,
>Tis his the void with pregiqus gifts to fill,
And call up gods from nothing at his, will,
These gods, these sons of hig creating word,
Keep an etgrnal distance fram their Logd ;
To him who made them they by natyre tend,
Sufficient he alone-—their all, their end.
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Behold, behold the God by all adored, |
Him Abraham served—to him Pythagoras soar’d
In musing dreams, and Socrates the Sage
Announced him God—the God of every age.
By distant glimpses Plato’s mental sight
Perceived the glory of the Lord of hght.

Reason reveals this God to mortal eye,

Him justice waits for—misery looks on high.
This 1s the God by Christ on earth display’d,
But not the God by man’s invention made ;
Explain’d by error to the weak and blind,

By crafty pnests disfigured to the mind.

He 1s alone—is one—is just—is good ;

Earth sees his work—in Heaven ’tis understood.

. Happy who knows him—who adores more bless’d,
Who, by the world or injured or depress’d,
Alone, illumined by the lamps of night,

By faith anses to the source of light ;

His soul consuming with a fire divine,

As incense burns before the holy shrine.

But he, whose humbled spirit would arise,

Must borrow strength and virtue from the skies;
On wings of flame must seek the heavenly goal ;
Desire and love are pinions of the soul.

Why did not destiny my birth command,

When man came fresh from his Creator’s hand ?
Near God by innocence, near God by time,

He walk’d before him, yet unstain’d by crime.
Why view’d I not thy first bright sun, oh earth!
Why heard thee not, oh man! at thy first birth 2
With thee the Lord conversed—the world proclaim’d
The great Supreme, who i1s Almighty named :
Nature arising in her earliest flame,

Declared, in every sense, her Author’s name;

This name, conceal’d by ages, now roll’d on,

O’er all thy works 1n traits more dazzling shone.
Man, in past days, arose to thee alone ;

He cried, ¢ My Father ;> Thou—¢ >Tis I, my son.”
Long time thy voice vouchsafed to teach his mind,
Long time wert thou the leader of mankind,
When erst thy glory thou to flesh display’d,

At Shinar’s valley, and at Mamre’s shade,

In Horeb’s burning bush, or Sinai’s hill,

When Moses to the Hebrews taught thy will.
Those first-born sons of men, a chosen band,

For forty years supported by thy hand,

Thy lively oracles their souls impress’d,

Thy works miraculous their senses bless’d ;

And when they thee forgot, thine angel came,
And to their wand’ring hearts recall’d thy name.
But soon, as rivers turning from their source,
This pure remembrance alters in its course.
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The radiant brightness of that glorious light
Is dimmed and clouded by approaching night.
Ceased is thy voice ; oblivious time effaced
The stamp of glory by thy finger traced.

Ages advance, faith growing pale we see,

Man places doubt between the world and thee.

Yes, Lord, this world neglects, from lapse of time,
Thy works, thy glory, and thy name sublime.
If we would seek thee now, nor seek in vain,
The waves of time we must retrace again.
Vainly, through Nature’s works man roams abroad,
If >mid the temple he behold not God.
In vain he views the deserts of the sky,
And marks the thousand suns revolve on high ;
The hand that guides he ceases to adore ;
Eternal prodigies impress no more :
As yesterday they shone, they’ll shine each day,
And who can tell when first they tracked their way ?
Who knows when this bright torch, this glorious sun,
Our earth to light his early course begun ?
Our fathers have not seen its pristine glow,
And days eternal no beginning know.
In vain, by changes vast, thou dost declare
To all the moral world, Lo, God 1s there.
In vain do human empires pass away,
Or at thy bidding other sceptres sway.
Inured to change, we own it not the sign
Of power supreme, of glory all divine;
Accustomed to these strokes through ages past,
Man stupid sleeps—a dreamer to the last.

Awake us, change this earth, oh glorious Lord !
Bid chaos hear thy fertilizing word :
>Tis time—cast off this long repose—arise ;
From other nothings call earth, sea, and skies.
New scenes our drowsy senses now require,
New wonders only can our minds inspire;
Heaven’s order speaks no more—change then its light,
Dart a new sun upon our palsied sight.
Send forth thy mandate——bid some high behest
Destroy this structure, and our faith arrest.
Perhaps before this sun shall cease to shine,
And pour o’er earth his quickening light divine,
Eclipsed the moral light of mind shall be,
And wake no more the thoughts to ecstacy :
And that same day which quenches heaven’s fair light,
Shall plunge the universe in lasting night.
Then with one crash thy useless work shall break,
These words from age to age the wreck shall speak :
I am alone—and this my high decree,
Man ceasing to believe, shall cease to be,.

Clonsheagh, Dublin.

VOL. 1V.

M.

233



( 234 )

HIGGINS'S APOLOGY FOR MOHAMED.*

No department of history 18 mote defective than that which relates to the
affairs of religion. Interest and prejudice have united in a thousand cases to
falsify or obscure the record, of £e past, so that ecclesiastical history is re-
plete with difficulties and misrepresentations. Amongst others, Muhammed
has received at the hands of writers, and of Christian writers, the most un-
fair treatment. We do not say that there have not been exceptions, but till
recently the current of historical detail respecting him has been of the most
injurious nature. Maracci, Prideaux, and a host of inferior writers, have
held him up to the detestation of the Christian world, With suicidal hatred
they have set him forth as destitute of every excellent quality, forgetting that
the more they degraded the man, the greater they made the difficulty of ex-
plaining the origin of his system without the aid of the Divine Being.

One extreme begets another, and it is not therefore surprising to find per-
sons who can see in Muhammed nothing but virtue. Boulainvilliers was
the first writer in Christendom (as far as we know) who undertook to exhibit
him as little short of perfection. But by anp author of the present day, and a
minister of the Established Church,} € the false prophet’’ has heen converted
into a true prophet, and the ¢ Impostor” into a special agent of the Almighty.
The writer of the work entitled An Apology for the celebrated Prophet of
Arabia, however, will have it, that; Muhammed was no prophet at all ; while,
together with Mr. Forster, he undertakes the defence of Muhammed’s cha-
racter. ‘True it is that Godfrey Higgins, Esq., goes in his zeal to an extreme
that would alarm his pious associate—looking upon, Christ to be almost
equal to Mubammed, and Christianity as inferior to Islamism.

Mr. Forster, in a work which in its general erecution does him much
credit, advances and defends in great detail the idea, that as Christ is the
spiritual descendant of Isaac, so Muhammed is the spiritual descendant of
Ishmael, being equally with Jesus an heir of promise and foreordained of
God. It does not content him to suppose that the system of Muhammed was
in the general providence of God permitted to arise, but he challenges for it
a special and prophetic ordination. To this idea he was, he informs his
readers, led by the insufficiency of all the commonly assigned causes to ac-
count for its origin and continuance. We admire the learning and diligence
and skill which he has shewn 1n the composition of his work, but we dissent
from the theory which he has adopted. For ourselves, we see no difficulty in
resting 1n secondary causes, and the permission of God’s general providence,
as wholly adequate to bring about the great change effected by the Arabian
Erophet. From the earliest periods of history, the Eastern parts of the world

ave been remarkable for sudden and extensive changes. Even without the
aid of religious enthusiasm such changes have been produced. Many con-
curring circumstances, as Sale has well shewn, conspired to aid Muhammed in
the revolution which he effected ; -the corruption of the Christian religion—
the condition of the Arabs—their free and valiant spirit—the personal qua-
lities of Muhammed himself:—above all, the success of hisarms. Even as a
warrior he might, we doubt not, have won his way to extensive dominion ;

* An Apology for the Life and Character of the celebrated Prophet of Arabia,
ealled Mohamed, or the Illustrious. By Godfrey Higgins, Esq. Hunter.
+ Forster's Mohammedanism Unveiled.
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but the enthusiasm of the prophet would materially aid the valour and con-
duct of the soldier. But whence, it may be asked, was this enthusiasm de-
rived ? Muhammed, it seems not unlikely to us, set up as a reformer, in-
tending perhaps, at first, without thinking of fraud, to bring back his fellow-
countrymen to a belief in pure theism, and to convert the Christians, from
what appeared to him idolatry, to the simple unity of Goed. An object so
important would easily awaken in his susceptible mind the ardour of enthu-
siasm, and that which he felt himself he would speedily communicate to
others. 'That he remained simply an enthusiast all his life we do not say.
How early some qualities of the impostor were grafted on those of the en-
thusiast can only be a matter of conjecture. At first, perhaps, he yielded to
the 1dea of plous fraud under a sense of its necessity for securing the great
and good object which he had proposed to himself. We find that others
bave been led to promote benevolent plans by similar means. Many of the
great legislators and reformers of Greece and Rome thought it necessary to
pretend to divine aid in order to effect the purposes which they had formed.
But Muhammed was, by the force of circumstances, urged to greater lengths
than any of these. One imposture led himi to the necessity of another,
difficulties fired his zeal and increased his enthusiasm, till at length it was
not easy to say which had most empire over his heart, fanaticism or fraud.
'Fhat in the later periods of his pubhc life both were united in his character,
we have no doubt ; and conceiving him to have been a deceiver as well as
self-deceived, we have little difficulty in explaining the chief incidents of" his
life. Nor is the unton which we have now supposed so infrequent of oc-
currence as some may imagine. We are disposed to think that no small
share of fanatictsm existed in the characters of most of those who are gene-
rally known under the name of rehgious impostors. ©Otherwise it is difficul¢
to understand how they could have played their parts so well as many of
them actually did. To deceive others the impostor must in part be self-
deceived. -

But Mr. Forster would rejoin, Supposing these things to be as you assert,
what but the agency of the Deity led to them ? Assign what secondary
causes you will as the immediate occasion of Islamism, do not these imply
the agency of God > Undoubtedly. All things are of God, and therefore
the causes now alleced. But is there not a most material difference be-
tween the general and the special agency of his providence ? Under the
former, surely not the latter, Mr. Forster has written his book ; so the
former, not the latter, originated the rehgion of Muhammed. And except
it can be shewn that God’s general providence, in conjunction with human
agency, was insufficient to occasion Islamism, it is unphilosophical to refer
to his special and miraculous interposition. This may be attempted, but
can, we think, never succeed. All that is requisite to understand the origin
of Islamism is to carry the mind back to the period when 1t arose, divesting
it of modern notions and modes of thought, studying well the genius of the
people among whom it spread, and the nature of the means, and the charac-
ter of the person by whose agency it was originated. Nor do we participate
in the difgculty which Mr. Forster feels respecting its continuance. He
indeed speaks of its ¢ permanence,’” and imagines that 1t wil continue to
exist as a kind of inferior Christianity. Recent events have no very favour-
able aspect on this speculation. Whether, however, its continuance be still
for a longer or shorter period, this creates no difficulty in our mind. In
general, what is will be, because it is. No adequate cause of change has
yet appeared. The Christian world still acknowledges a tri-personal God,

S 2
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the very error against which Muhammed chiefly framed his system. Of all
enemies of change, prejudice and ignorance are the greatest—both of which
largely abound in Muhammedan countries.

Dismissing the theory of Mr. Forster, we have, before we quit him, one
word of expostulation to utter. Unitarianism has often been stigmatized as
assimilated to Islamism. It bas been denounced as little better than the
faith of the Moslems. Mr. Forster, however, proclaims it ¢¢vastly inferior,”
and gravely tells his readers, ¢ The Mahometans approach more nearly to
the gospel than Socinus, or his imitators and outrunners, the modern Uni-
tarians, since Mahometanism strenuously maintains several prime articles of
the Catholic faith which those presumptuous innovators’” (in another place
we are styled ‘¢ pretended Chnistians’’) ¢ strenuously deny.”” More in the
same strain might be quoted. We regret not for ourselves merely, but for
his own sake, that so respectable a man as Mr. Forster should have lent
himself to so bad an object as that of misrepresenting his fellow-christians.
One part of Christianity we have however learnt, namely, when reviled not
to revile again.

Much as Mr. Higgins desires to extol his ¢ illustrious’’ ¢ hero,”’ he does
not set him above Unitarian Christians, though he attempts to bring us down
to the level of Muhammed. Whether this is intended as a compliment to
his prophet (we should have written no-prophet) or to Unitarians, we do not
know. If for us, we decline it with all due acknowledgements. Our readers
must not be surprised that we have made this confession of ignorance, for
we can assure them that Mr. Higgins’s meaning is not unfrequently obscure,
The book is made up of some two hundred distinct and short paragraphs,
which, if read separately, may be understood. Scarcely so, however, if dif-
ferent portions are compared together, for then something like inconsisten-
cies and contradictions will frequently appear; or if the whole be read
consecutively, when the disorder and confusion that reign in the several
parts of the book will be transfused from its pages into the mind. In fact,
we hardly comprehend why Mr. Higgins has thought fit to go in this in-
stance to the press. There was surely no need of saying, in loose, unmea-
sured sentences, what Gibbon has detailed in all the attractions of his im-
posing style; nor to iterate his mistakes, nor to make them the occasion
of penning tirades against Christian priests. In a word, we see little in the
work which deserved publication. There is nothing new except blunders;
there i1s no evincement of mental strength, except in mental perversion.
An old story 1s badly told, and an entire volume is made up of scattered and
disjointed fragments. Almost the only thing in the book we could with
complacency %ave looked on, namely, the defence of Muhammed’s character
from the aspersions of his enemies, i1s spoiled by being overdone, and
gursued in the very spirit of uncharitableness which the writer condemns.

uch, 1n general, being our opinion of ¢ An Apology for the Life and
Character of the celebrated Prophet of Arabia,’’ we should not have troubled
our readers with any notice of the volume, did we not fear that it might in
some instances prove injurious. A few remarks will, however, suffice to
shew that Mr. Higgins is by no means an infallible guide.

Mr. Higgins is very anxious to shew that Muhammed was not an impos-
tor, “ at least to the extent to which it is generally carried.” If the ques-
tion be one of degree, the fact involved in the accusation is conceded, and
¢ Mobamed the [llustrious’ was an impostor. Mr. Higgins contends that
Muhammed might represent himself as sent of God, and yet be no impostor,
thinking himself called by the state of society to bring about a reformation.
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But this explanation will not account for the acknowledged facts. Muham-
med was understood by his followers, and even by his earliest disciples, to
lay claim to a special delegation from God, and this claim he maintained
through the whole period of his life. . But the term by which he describes
himself, represents him, Mr. Higgins tells us, not as ¢ the sent,” but as
‘“ a sent.”” Thisallegation does not at all modify the fact that Muhammed
pretended to be sent. This remains.the same. Though by this title he
may not arrogate to himself pre-eminence among the messengers of God,
he yet vindicates to himself the name. If not ¢ the,” still he 13 “ a’’> pro-~
phet. Instead of being the chief, or the only one, he is one among many.
If, however, as Mr. Higgins assures us, Muhammed did not use in the
formulary of his faith any term of pre-eminence to describe himself, it is not
a little strange that the author should have, in other places of his book,
spoken of him as ¢¢ the apostle or messenger of God,” * * the resoul or the
sent of God.”” And it 1s rather unfortunate for the author’s consistency that
in one part of his work he should represent his hero as having, and knowing
that he had, a particular mission from the Almighty, and in others, as be-
lieving that he was ¢ foretold,”” and ¢ feeling” that he was ¢¢ znspired.””+
How far the version of Sale may accurately represent the original, not know-
ing the Arabic, we cannot say, but in it Muhammed is repeatedly styled
““ the Apostle’” One fact is, however, too clear to be doubted, that he
represents himself as constantly acting under the special direction of God,
and his doctrines and decrees are repeatedly said to have been sent down
from God. Nay, the only visible difference hetween the nature, we do not
say the character, of the attestations that he alleged, and those preferred by
Moses and Christ, which is found in his want of miraculous power, Mubham-
med accounts for by introducing the Almighty as speaking in these words :
“ Nothing hindered us from sending thee with miracles, except that the
former nations have charged them with imposture.” }

And if, by all these pretensions, which would be, and undoubtedly were,
understood as claiming the special favour and guidance of God, Muhammed
meant merely that he felt himself moved by a sense of duty to labour for
the welfare of his fellow-men, this interpretation, which Mr. Higgins has
adopted to defend his hero, would in reality fix most firmly upon him the
charge of imposture, inasmuch as it leads us to believe that he used language
deceptive in itself, and actually deceiving those who heard it.

Mr. Higgins strangely sees an evidence of Muhammed’s sincerity in the
fact of his wife being his first convert. If we are to believe Gibbon, this
first was also the most arduous of his conquests ; a circumstance which
argues that even with a person whose interests were one with his, he found
no small difficulty.

For ourselves, it is not without suspicion we look on the fact that his
earliest converts were ¢* his wife, his servant, (his slave,) his pupil, and his
friend.” § With equal perversity of mind, Mr. Higgins prefers the converts
of ¢ high respectability,”” made immediately after those now mentioned, to
the ¢ uneducated’’ and ¢¢ humble’’ disciples of Jesus Christ. Yet some of
these very men he himself accuses—yes, those on whom he, in this in-
stance, relies—as bhaving at least tampered with the Koran. How far they
were ¢ likely not to be deceived,”” we do not say ; but the assertion of Mr.
Higgins himselt, that they became leaders of armies and rulers of kingdoms,

* Pp. 28, 73, 81. + P. 84 ; see also pp. 83 and 85.
+ Koran, cap. xvii. § Gibbon, cap. L.



238 ¥rgrgins’s Apology for Mohamed.

might have suggested to him, that with such a reward before their eyes they
were not -altogether unlikely to déceive others. .

Among the causes of the rapid propagation of Islamism, Mr. Higgios
places ‘¢ the total abstinence in its followers from persecution, at least as
far as concerned Jews and Clmistians,”” and he afterwards contends that this
tolerant spirit ‘¢ was striclly accordant with thatvof Mohamed.”” The
silnple truth is, that while Muhammed was weak he was tolerant, and no
longer ;5 and the character of his disposition may be learnt from the dreadful
curses which the Koran denounces against those who do not receive the
impostor’s creed.

In his admiration of this man, ¢ who,’”” if we are to credit our author,
‘¢ lived like a hero, and died like a philosopher,” Mr. Higgins is tempted
to turn Moslem. <A philosopher,’” he says, ‘“ may, perhaps, be tempted to
heave a sigh of regret for the beautiful, plain, intelligible, and unadorned
simplicity of the Mohamedan profession of faith, believe in one God, and
Mohamed the apostle of God.”” Not to speak of the strange application
of the term ‘¢ beautiful,’> we very much fear that if Mr. Higgins’s judgment
was but a little stronger than his prejudice, he would find that the real creed
of Islamism 1s néither very plain, nor intelligible, nor unadorned. In fact,
our author has taken the foundation for the building. The acknowledgment
of Muhammed implies the acknowledgment of all that he taught, and if the
Koran be a fair representation of his teachings, (though it contains some
interesting views of the Divine character, and some good moral injunctions,)
they in some cases equal, in others even surpass in absurdity, the eorruptions
of the Roman Catholic Church. Nor do we think that Mr. Higgins could
have been betrayed into a love of Islamism except it had been through his
dislike of Christianity. Confounding together the religion of Christendom
and the religion of the New Testament, he is ever ready to disparage both,
and he applies the same latitude of perversion in impeaching Christianity, as
he does 1n defending the religion of thhe Moslems. Anxious to vindicate
his beloved faith from every imperfeetion, and blindly following one who,
in respect of hatred to Christianity, was a kindred spirit—Gibbon, he asserts
that ‘¢ the Mahometan religion #s destitute of priesthood or sacnfice,”’ and
intimates that it forbad the use of priests and priesthood. Had the writer
done nothing more than read Gibbon himself with attention, he would have
been saved from this error ; for the fact asserted in the words just quoted,
which are taken from ¢ The Decline and Fall,”” Gabbon himself impeaches
with strange forgetfulness and inconsistency. In the very chapter whence
the words are taken, he not only speaks of ¢ the preaching of Mahcomet,”
of his addressing the people ¢¢ from the pulpit,”” but expressly asserts, that
“ he assumed the exercise of the regal and sacerdotal office.” By Mr.
Upham, also, in his History of the Ottoman Empire, we are informed that
Mubammed, ‘¢ assuming both the sacerdotal and tegal character, prayed
daily in the mosque which he had built, and expounded his doctrine.”’
% During the existence of the Saracenic empire, Mohammedanism,”” says Mr.
Forster, ‘¢ possessed a priesthood in the peisons of the caliphs; and in the
Turkash branch, the Ottoman Sultans claim to be the legitinate successors
of Mahomet and heads of their religion.” * Mr. Mills, also, in his History
of the Muhammedan Religion, distinctly says, < As the Koran was suppoesed
to be the treasure of divine and human jaws, and s the caliphs were the depo-
sitaries of this treasure, they became at once pontiffs, legislators, and judges,

* Mohannnedanisin Unveiled, Vol. 1. p. 422.
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and the sacerdotal, regal, and judicial offices were united in their per-
sons.”” Agan, ¢ The immediate ministers of religion are of five descri
tions. 1st. I'he Sheiks or ordindry preachers in the Mosques; 2d. The
Khatibs, readers or deacons; 3d. The Imauns, who perform the service in
the Mosque on ordinary ‘days, and ‘who consecrate the 'ceremonies ‘of circum-
cision, marriage, and burial ; 4th. The Muazeens or criers {that is, who
call the people to public worship) ; 5th. The Cayims, or common attendants
of the Mosque.” |

But it is not our intention to follow the writer through all his mistakes
and misrepresentations. We cannot, however, help suggesting to him that
it would have been as well if he had been more tender of the reputations
which he has endeavoured to injure ; we mean as well for himself; for we
are assured, and Mr. Higgins may also be assured, that the character of 4t
least two of the persons (aro‘tius and Lardner) whom he has misrepresented,
can suffer no detriment from any thing he can say.

Both the direct and the indirect attacks whiich Mr. Higgins has made on
Christianity, are ‘also unworthy a serious refutation. Were Mr. Higgins a
powerful or an original opponent, there would be a reason for weighing his
speculations in the balance of right reason. As it1is, they can do no harm
to any one that is tolerably wel informed. And others, perhaps, will not
be disposed to take Godfrey Higgins, Esq., for their religious guide, when
they call to mind his ardent affection for the Moslem faith, and the readiness
with which we suppose a regard to cofisistency would inspire his bosom, to
conform to the rites of Islamism, and to pass by the way of ¢ircumecision
within the pale of that < beautiful, plain, intelligible, and unadorned’’ sys-
tem. With a moral taste sueh as these predilections shew that Mr. Higgins
possesses, it is no wonder that he finds the virtue of Mubhammedan far su-
perior to the virtue of Christian mations; nor that he seés in the accounts of
oriental travellers (when all the world finds the contrary) the evidences of
the moral pre-eminence which he ascribes to the Mussulmans, nor—pro
Deum Hominumque fidem—thit he proves, of course beyond the possibility
of refutation, that the morality taught in the New Testament by Jesus and
his apostles, admits not of comparison with that set forth by the ¢ illus-
trious’’ ¢ philosopher,”” ¢ the prophet’’ dnd the ¢ hero’” of Arabia.

THOUGHTS ON AN INTERMEDIATE STATE.

For reasons which we can partly understand, and which in oufr -utter
ignorance of every thing relating to a future state which has not been di-
rectly revealed to us, we may presume are worthy of Infinite Wisdom, it has
seemed good to our heavenly Father; in the gracious discoveries he has been
pleased to make in the gospel of our expectations beyond the grave, to
make us certainly acquainted only with the simple fact that there will be
a resurrection of the gead. This fact we may be said te krow, with as
much certainty as we can attach to any thing which is not either intaitively
discerned, or perceived by our outward sensés. DBt ‘as to thie circumstances,
the time or manner of this great event; we have no such precise information ;
and though the curosity of mankind, naturally excited on such a subject,

has suggested a. variety of conjectures, and has urged them to séek for
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evidence in support of such conjectures, not merely from the light of reason,
but from whatever dark and imperfect hints they can find or imagine in
variouys incidental references to the subject in scripture; yet the opinions
which have been espoused, as is well known, are very various, and, as far
as the countenance is concerned which they derive, or are supposed to
derive, from the New Testament, perbaps nearly equally balanced. The
generality of Christians, in the first place, taking it for granted that the de-
scriptions of a day of judgment in the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth chap-
ters of Matthew, and other similar passages, are meant to refer to what is to
happen in a future state, and then presuming that they are to be received as
literal details of the awful transactions which will succeed the general resur-
rection, believe that all who are laid in the grave remain in the state of the
dead, whatever that state is, till the end of the world, when a grand crisis or
revolution is to take place, when the present order of things is to be de-
stroyed, and all things to become new.

Nothing, I think, can be more manifest, on a calm and rational consider-
ation of these passages, than that the literal interpretation of them is, in its own
nature, impossible, and inconsistent with other declarations of scripture ; at
least an opposite inference might be deduced from other parabolical descrip-
tions, (as for instance from the history of the rich man and Lazarus,) which we
have just as good grounds for interpreting literally, as the parable of the sheep
and the goats. Assuming that an interval, probably of very great length, is
interposed between death and the resurrection, another question presents
itself, upon which, partly in consequence of its connexion with a noted
metaphysical controversy, much eager discussion has arisen ; what is the
nature of this intermediate state? The body, it is evident, is resolved into
its constituent elements, and its materials pass into other forms and combi-
nations, from whence, if we must needs have it so, (though the supposition
is of po practical importance, nor essential to the maintenance of personal
identity,) there 18 no contradiction, and consequently, where divine power
is concerned, nothing 1mpossible in the idea that they may be reassembled,
and organized bodies be again formed of the same identical particles at the
resurrection. But what, it is said, becomes of the soul during this awful
chasm ? 1f thought, according to the most prevalent notions, is essential to
its existence, it must be somewhere in a state of consciousness, exercising
consequently thought and reflection, and various active powers. This sup-
position, however, seems to be 1nvolved in mauny insuperable difficulties,
which have been well stated by Bishop Law and other eminent writers.
Their opinion is, that the soul is in a state of insensibility, subject to no
change during all that period. This notion corresponds, and indeed almost
coincides, with that of the Materialists ; both parties agreeing in the opinion
that all conscious existence is entirely suspended during the interval between
death and the resurrection. The advocates of this doctrine lay great stress
on several expressions of St. Paul 1n the fifteenth chapter to the Corinthians;
particularly the 18th verse, ¢ Then they also who are fallen asleep in Christ
are lost.”” As far as their opinion is considered as opposed to the notion of
an intermediate state of mental acuvity between death and the resurrection,
it must, 1 think, be admitted that these passages are almost conclustve.
Perhaps, howeyer, 1t may be doubted how far they are conclusive, as some
have supposed, 1n the dispute between those who contend for a literal ge-
neral resurrection at the end of the world, and those who think that the
future state i1s to commence for each individual immediately, or at least after
only a short interval from the terminaton of the present. They present
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nothing, as it appears’to me, which is not perfectly reconcileable to either
of these suppositions. If there be no resurrection of the dead, that is, if
there be no future state, then those believers who have died in the faith are
fallen asleep ; they are in a sleep from which they bave no chance of being
awakened, and are perished. -

~ That there is nothing in scripture decisively favourable to this latter con-
Jecture, must certainly be admitted ; though, on the other hand, as little does
there appear to be any thing which requires us absolutely to reject 1t, or
which precludes us from indulging it, if we can derive from it any pleasing
or consolatory thoughts in the hour of affliction. It has been thought diffi-
cult to reconcile it with the opinion of those who maintain that the thinking
principle is the result of bodily organization ; an hypothesis which is ac-
cordingly rejected by the greater part of the advocates of this view of the
resurrection. At the same time, though the bodily frame which, according
to the system of Materialism, constitutes the wholg man, appears to our
senses to be dissolved, there is nothing inconsistent with this hypothesis,
nothing inconceivable, or even improbable, in the idea that the mental
faculties which constitute the essential part of a rational being, may be
attached to some peculiarly subtle, and to our senses imperceptible, though
still matenial principle, which escapes unchanged at deat'l)x, and 18 not com-
mitted to the grave with our grosser and, properly speaking, mortal remains.

This idea is not inadmissible, though there is no direct evidence for it ;
and perhaps it may be found to ¢comprise all that the bulk of mankind really
mean when they speak of the immateriality of the thinking principle. If
this be so, St. Paul’s analogy of the dissolution of the human frame at death,
and that of a grain of wheat committed to the earth, may be more complete
and precise than at first appears. ¢ The cases,’’ says Dr. Priestley, ¢ are
not parallel ; because in the seed there is an apparent living principle or
germ, the expansion of which makes the future plant; whereas the body is
entirely destroyed, and its parts dispersed.”” But we do not certainly know
this. We have not, indeed, at present the means of detecting any perma-
nent principle of life, which passes off unchanged at death; but that may be
merely because it is not obvious to any of the senses with which we are at
present endowed ; and there is at least no proof that there may not be a
thinking principle, forming part of the mortal frame, which remains and con-
stitutes the germ of the immortal frame, in much the same way as the radicle
of the seed constitutes the germ of the future plant. '

Mr. Belsham, as a declared and decided Materialist, 18 of course a partizan
of an intermediate state of absolute insensibility previous to a general resur-
rection, when he appears to suppose that the prophetical representations
which are generally considered as relating to that great event, will be literally
and precisely fulfilled. Hence he takes it for granted that all the past ge-
nerations of mankind, those excepted who are recorded either to have risen
from the dead or to have been translated without suffering death, are at this
moment, I was going to say, in a state of insensihility ; but in consistency
with his other views, regarding as he does the mind as being merely the
result of a certain arrangement and collocation of particles, and consequently
as no longer existing now that that arrangement is altogether destroyed, I
ought rather to say, are not at this moment in existence. It would be easy
to pursue this doctrine into certain metaphysical difficulues which are not
readily disposed of ; with these, however, I have at present no concern.
But granting him his principles, he seems to me in some 1nstances to reason
from them in a manner which can scarcely be admitted as conclusive.
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Because Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ on the mount of transfigu-
ration, and Elijah did not die, (or at least is recorded to have been carried
off in a chariot of fire, from whence it is commonly inferred, as I think
somewhat hastily, that he did not die,) it is presumed that Moses also did
not die ; in apparent contradiction to the express testimony of sacred his-
tory (see Deut. xxxiv. 5). Again, because Moses and Elijah did not die,
and the same two individuals appeared at the transfiguration, and moreover
two men appeared at ‘the ascension, when the disciples were gazing up to
beaven, therefore these two men were Moses and Ehjah. Futther, because
Enoch was not at the mount of transfiguration, he infers that he was not
translated. See note on Heb. xi. 5. But what good reason can there be
for taking it for granted that on such an occasion as this all the human
beings who had been translated (or are supposed to have been translated,
for the reality of the fact does not seem to have been clearly established
with respect to any one of the three) should be deputed to confer with our
Saviour ¢ The supposition is altogether gratuitous, and the argument
founded upon it unsatisfactory. There appears to have been a good and
sufficient reason why Moses and Elijah should appear on such an occasion ;
they were naturally sent on this errand from their personal connexion with
the origin and progress of the preparatory dispensation of Judaism ; but
Enoch had no concern either personal or official in the business, and there-
fore, admitting that he was alive, there would have been no peculiar pro-
priety in selecting him ; none at least that is obvious to us.

Here I am not arguing against Mr. Belsham’s conclusion, but only ob-
jecting to thereasoning by which he arrives at it. Tt may be true, or it may
not, for any thing that appears either in the previous history, or in the ac-
count of this transaction 1n the Gospels, that Enoch and Eljah did not die ;
(as for Moses, I do not see how we are to get over the precise and circum-
stantial narrative of his death and burial ;) but the reasoning by which it is
attempted to be proved, is all founded on the gratuitous assumption that
the whole race of mankind are to lie in their graves till the general resur-
rection at the last day. They may have died and been buried, and yet,
even on the supposition of Materialism, the transition to another state of
being may have taken place many ages ago. |

May it not be questioned how far the commonly-received idea of the
translation of these three eminent individuals is consistent with the manner
in which the sacred writers continually dwell upon the resurrection of Christ
as the evidence of his superiority to all the rest of mankind? ¢¢ By natural
descent (says St. Paul, Rom. i. 4) he was of the lineage of David, but with
respect to his mspiration, was miraculously distinguished as the Son of God
by his resurrection from the dead.”” The fact of his being the Messiah,
superior to all former prophets and messengers, is proved and ascertained
by his having been raised from the grave. But if what is commonly be-
lieved of Enoch, Moses, and Elijah, be well founded, they, like Christ, have
been put in possession of their everlasting inheritance. In one respect, they
may even be considered as superior to him; for he became an inhabitant
of the tomb, and was subject to death, though but for a short interval ; but
they were exempted from the common lot of mortality, and passed at once
Into an unseen state, where they are supposed to have existed from that time
forward, invested with exalted powers in the more immediate presenee of
God, and employed in important and distinguished services.

The argument which our Lord uses to confute the Sadducees, who ob-
jected to the doctrine of a resurrection, (Luke xx. 37,) is one, the justness of
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which, according to Mr. Belsham, cannot be questioned. At this admission
I am somewhat surprised, for it seems decidedly adverse to the notion of a
genéral redurrection gt the last day, wétording to the Tieéfal Abterprétation of
the passages which speak, or are supposed to speak, of this great event;
more especially when taken in cobfréxion with the doctrine commonly called
the sleep of the soul. If this i1dea be well-founded, at the time when
Jehovah designated himself as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob
they were dead, though destined at some ve‘r{ remote period, not yet arrived
to them any more than to the rest of mankind, to be revived. But why,
after all, should it be supposed that we are under any obligation to admit the
logical validity of this argument? “The object of Jesus, in the conversation
referred to, appears to have been not to place the real evidence for the truth
of the resurrection in its proper light, but merely to confound and silence
the Sadducees; and this object he clearly obtained. But it would probably
be a hasty and unwarranted inference from such passages as these, occurring
incidentally in our Lord’s controversies with the Jews, if we were to found
upon them any distinct and definite expectations as to the time and manner
of our future existence, Let it be enough for us to cherish a well-founded
assurance that it will certainly take place, at the time and under the ¢ircum-
stances which are most suitable to the counsels of an All-wise Providence,
ordering the course of events for the greatest good of his rational creatures;
and whether to us the important crisis should come on at an earlier or ata
later period, to be prepared to meet it with a joyful confidence in the pro-
mises of God to the faithful followers of his Son. |
Halifax. Ww. T.

REJOICE WITH TREMBLING.

REJOICE! rejoice !—this glorious earth,
A far more glorious heaven resembling,
Is vocal with the soul of mirth:
Rejoice, but O rejorce with trembling.

For soon those chords with joy that thrill,
Time’s ruthless hand shall snap asunder,
And that sweet music shall be still,
Which waked such passion, praise, and wonder.

Rejoice, for there is cause for )oy,

And warm and cordial be our greeting ;
Yet tremble—bliss hath ¢Aes alloy,

That it is far less bright than fleeting.

LFarth’s joys are trembling waves that run,
Touch’d by the sun-beams, gold and vernal ;

Heaven’s—not the sun-beams—but the sun,
High, omnipresent, fix*d, eternal.
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ON. THE CHARACTER AND WRITINGS OF THE REV. T. BELSHAM.¥*
(Continued from p. 172.)

ONE most important service was rendered by Mr. Belsham to the cause
of Unitarian Chnstianity, of a different description from those which have
been adverted to in the course of our remarks, to which we would now direct
the reader’s attention. He was the founder of the first Unitarian Association
in this country. For a statement of the principles on which it was esta-

blished, and the objects contemplated, we must again have recourse to his
Memoirs of Lindsey.

““In the year 1791 was formed the Unitarian Society for promoting Chris-
tian Knowledge, and the Practice of Virtue, by the Distribution of Books.
The object of this society was two-fold :—the first was, that the few who then
professed the unpopular doctrine of the unrivalled supremacy of God, and
that the Father alone is to be worshiped, and of the simple humanity of Jesus
Christ, might have some common bond of union, that they might know and
‘support one another, and that they might thus publish their profession to the
world, and excite that serious inquiry which would lead to the diffusion of
truth. The second obhject of the society was, to print and circulate, at a cheap
rate, books which were judged to be bhest calculated to propagate right views
of the Christian doctrine, and to apply it to the direction of the practice. It
was proposed at first to combine this Society with that for promoting the
Knowledge of the Scriptures, of which some account has been already given.
But this combination was opposed by Mr. Lindsey and Dr. Priestley, who
thought it best that the societies should be kept distinct; and as the writer of
this Memoir was the person who first suggested the plan, it was allotted to
him to draw up the preamble to the Rules. And as the object of the society
was by no means to collect a great number of subscribers, but chiefly to form
an association of those who thought it ri%'ht to lay aside all ambiguity of lan-
guage, and to make a solemn {)ublic profession of their belief in the proper
Unity of God, and of the simple humanity of Jesus Christ, in opposition both
to the Trinitarian doctrine.of Three Persons in the Deity, and to the Arian
hypothesis of a created Maker, Preserver, and Governor of the world, it was
judged éxpedient to express this article in the preamble in the most explicit
manner. This was objected to by some, as narrowing too much the ground
of the society, which, as they thou§ht, ought to be made as extensive as pos-

sible. But the objection was easily over-ruled, it being the main intention

and design of the society to make a solemn, public, and explicit avowal of

* A Sermon, on occasiou of the Death of the Rev. Thomas Belsham, prcached at
the Chapel in Essex Strect, November 22, 1829. By the Rev. ‘Fhomas Madgec.
Hunter. 8vo.

Courage and Confideuce in the Cause of Christian Truth : a Sermon, preached at
the New Gravel-Pit Meeting-House, Hackney, on Sunday, November 29, in refe-
rence to the Death of the Rev. Thomas Belsham, who departed this Life November
11, 1829, in the Eightieth Year of his Age. Together with the Address at his lu-
terment in Bunhill Fields, November 20. By Robert Aspland. Hunter, Eatou,
and Teulon and Fox. 8vo. :

A Humble Tribute to the Memory of the Rev. Thom2s Belsham, who departed
this Life on Tuesday, November 11, 1829, in the Eightieth Year of his Age. Hun-
ter. 12mo.

The Accomplished Teacher of Religion: a Sermon, preached at the New Mecct-
ing-House, Birmingham, November 22, 1829, on occasion of the Death of the Rev.

Thomas Belsham. By John Keuntish, DBirmingham: Belcher and Son. Loundou:
Hunter., 8vo,
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what, in the estimation of its members, was Christian truth; to enter-a pro-
test against the errors of the day; to unite those who held the same princi-
ples, and who were scattered up- and down in different parts of the country,
in on¢e common bond of union; and to encourage them to hold fast their
profession, and to stand by and support one another.” —Pp. 296—298.

This was a good beginning in the application of a principle by which so
much has been, and so much more will yet be, accomplished in the religious
world. If ¢¢ organized masses’” do not afford the best means for the dis-
covery of Truth by the individuals constituting them ; which no one, we
suppose, will contend that they do; they are nevertheless inestimable in the
facilities which they provide for the profession of opinions, for exciting
attention, for disseminating information, and thus, eventually, for the exten-
sion of the Truth which has been previously ascertained.

That error as well as truth may be propagated by such means is certainly
not a reason for their being neglected. The advocates for error w:ll employ
them whether we do or not. And why should they be left in the sole pos-
session of so powerful a weapon ? Unless its use were unlawful, which 1t
would be no easy task to shew on the ground either of Scripture or expe-
diency, the energy with which they wield it demands of us a proportionate
activity, that we may at least do as much for the truth of heaven as others do
for human inventions. But in the long run its employment must avail more
to the cause of truth than to that of error. It increases the amount of read-
ing and of thought upon religious topics. The tendency of that which does
so must be good.

At that time, much more than at present, such an opportunity as that
afforded by the Uunitarian Society was needed in order to enable individuals
to make public profession of their faith. Very few congregations had then
adopted the term Unitarian. In many of those to which 1t is now applied,
a considerable proportion of the attendants were only slowly advancing to-
wards Unitarian opinious. In truth, as well as for the sake of peace; of
peace with one another, to say nothing of the world around them; they
could only be designated Presbyterian or General Baptist Congregations.
Many individuals too, whose character and station entitled them to some
weight with the community, lived out of reach of even these congregations.
The public and social profession of Unitarianism may, as to many of its
most important results, be said to have commenccd with the Unitarian
Society. = It summoned all the separated and solitary witnesses of the truth,
throughout the land, to bear their united testimony. It was as the uplifting
of a banner in the name of the Lord; and proudly has it floated since, in
sunshine and in storm, in conflict and in triumph. They may be reckoned
few in number who gather around it yet; they are so, compared with the
legions of orthodoxy ; but they are a host compared with the little flock
which 1t then assembled. A

The scattered situation of Unitarians rendered some such union desirable
not less as the public pledge and profession of their faith to others, than as
the source of enjoyment, improvement, and mutual encouragement to them-
selves. None but persons who have lived without the means of intercourse
with those who are like-minded with themselves, on the most important
matters, can duly appreciate even the comfort and utility which such a de-
gree of fellowship as this may bestow upon isolated individuals. Its meet-
ings replenish with oil the lamp which must be, for the rest of the year, a
ight shining in the darkness. And not infrequently has private friendship
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originated in this public intercourse and harmony, friendship alike honour-
able and happy, useful and enduring.

The alarm, the opposition, the enmity, the abharrence, in which Unita-
rianism and Unitarians are so often held, require of them union and mutual
support, unless they are content that, of many of their number, insult and
injury should be the portion. Nor can it be expected that proselyting
should be carried on to any extent without a system of co-operation. To-
wards these objects, however, comparatively little was done, directly, by the
Unitanan Society. In its consequences it did much. Not only was its plan
imitated 1n the country ; by the Western Unitarian Society, the Southern,
and various others; but in the metropolis general societies were formed for
the promotion of objects excluded from its plan ; as the Unitarian Fund,
for the employment of popular preaching, and the Association for protecting
the Civil Rights of Unitarians; both of which, together with the parent Insti-
tution, are now: united in the British and Foreign Unitarian Assoeiation.

With the exception of the Western, all these lnstitutions differed in one
particular from the original Unitarian Society. They employed the term
Unitarian in its widest acceptation, as denoting merely a believer in the one
God the Father. Mr. Belsham has adverted, 1n the passage just quoted, to
the objection which was made at the time to his introducing the doctrine of
the simple humanity of Christ into the preamble of the Rules of the Society.
The. objection gathered strength by time, and at intervals occasioned much
discussion, and in the later years of his life Mr. Belsham found but few who
agreed with him in this restriction. It is one which ill accords with the
comprehensive spirit of Unitarian Christianity. The less there is amongst
us of sectarian division and subdivision the better. We cannot afford to-
waste our strength, nor would we narrow our minds, by petty distinctions.
Enough is done when we have distinguished ourselves from the enemies
and the corrupters of the gospel. For the sake of truth, of union, of charity,
and of individual freedom of opinion, there ought to be no party lines of
demarcation between those who can assemble around the same altar to wor-
ship the same paternal God. .

This restriction of the term Unitarian was probably endeared to Mr. Bel-
sham by the example of Priestley and Lindsey; by the conduct of some
Arans of the last generation in reference to the Trinitarian controversy ;
and, above all, by the circumstances of his own conversion. The change of
opinion on the person of Christ was the great change to him. It was the
crisis of his life. He found that different views of the other controverted
points followed by a logical necessity, in rapid succession, and with compa-
rative facility. The doctrine of the superhumanity of Christ seemed to him
the one neck which supported the hydra-heads of corrupt doctrine, all of
which might thus be struck off at a single blow. But several starting points
might be selected from which the road is equally open, easy, sure, and speedy,
to the same result. In fact, it matters but little which link be first broken
from the chain of corruption. Original Sin, Total Depravity, Vicarious
Suffering, Eternal Torments ; any one of these will, if the inquirer persist
n his course, be as sure to drag all the rest after it as the doctrine of the
Godhead of Christ. There is no reason why it, any more than the rest,
should: be raised t§ the same degree of impertance, apparently at least, as
the fundamental truth of all rational Theology, the proper Unity of God.
That tenet, like the-Bein g to whom it relates, gshould remain alone. Or 1f the
orcasion calls foy some addition, there is one other doctrine, though even
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that 1s not yet held by all Unitarians, which claims, at the very least, a full
equality witg our views of the person of Christ; we mean the doctrine of
Universal Restoration. In its logical bearing upon other doctrines, in its
connexion with the Divine character, and in its imfluence upon the whole:
spirit and tendency of our religious system, the proposition that all men shall
be finally holy and happy, cannot yield in importance, still less in interest,
to the proposition that Jesus of Nazareth was strictly and properly a human
being. There is a violation of ‘¢ the proportion of faith’> in any profession
which includes the last mentioned tenet while it excludes the former.

This restriction in its avowed principle, together with the amount of the
subscription, the limitation of its objects, and various particulars in its
management, (on which no censure is meant to be implied by this allusion,)
prevented the Unitarian Book Society from ever becoming very popular
either in the degree of support which it received, or in the extent of influ-
ence which it exercised. In both respects it was soon far surpassed by the
Unitarian Fund. To this Institution Mr. Belsham was a very liberal con-
tributor, and his support of it was alike valuable to the Society and honour-
able to himself; for, as he says, (Memoirs of Lindsey, p. 308,) ¢¢this being
a new experiment, in which unlearned ministers were chiefly employed,
many of the more learned and regular members of the Unitarian body stood
aloof, and declined to give countenance to a proceeding, of the prudence
and propriety of which they stood in doubt.”” And had Mr. Belsham con-
sulted only his own tastes and babits, there can be little doubt that he would
have ¢ stood aloof” also. In conversation on plans of popular proselytism
he often declared, that ¢ his feelings were agawnst them, but that his judg-
ment was for them.”” When we observe how many there are who, in simi-
lar circumstances, pursue a different course of action; and how many more
who, instead of honestly acknowledging the discrepancy, persuade them-.
selves that a mere dislike generated by their habits is really the disapproval
of their minds; we shall not deem this a very trifling instance, on his part,
of conscientiousness and steady adherence to principle. Useful efforts have
generally been more crippled by the doubts, fears, and lukewarmness of
avowed friends, than by the active, and expected, opposition of known ene-
mies. There 18 no such impenetrable ignorance in the people, there is no
such power in fanaticism, as can stay the incessant ami) rapid progress of
Unitarianism, if Unitarians will but make the requisite sacrifices and exer-
tions. Our cause has advanced, of late, rather indirectly than directly ; in
the modified creeds and modified spirit of other denominations, rather than
n the increase of our own numbers. An advance of this description must
be contemplated with complacency ; it is indicative of truth; it is likely to
be permanent and progressive; there is much of good in its immediate con-
sequences; and it i8 predictive of the final, universal triumph of gospel
simplicity. But it i3 independent of our exertions, and ought not to satisfy
our desires. We may greatly accelerate its ratio, and add to it a large
amount of direct success, zf we will. And whenever the partakers of Mgv.
Belsham’s likings and dislikings as to the means, shall arrive at his convie-
tions, and sacrifice their tastes, as he did his, on the altar of Utility, which
in this case 18 that of Duty, we shall then so will the popular disseminatjom
of our opinions as to exhibit the geometrical ratio of Malthus in the theolo-
gical world, with this happy difference, that the spiritual means of subsist-
ence, the blessed influences of truth on the mind’s health and vigour, will.
be any thing but diminished by a more extended partacipasion.

It is to be hoped that the biographer of Mr. Belsham will do, what it is
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impossible to attempt in- so slight a sketch as. this—that he will delineate
the state of Unitarianism in this country at the:time of Mr..Belsham’s con- .
version ; compare, or rather contrast, with that, its condition at the termi-~
nation of his public life; and estimate the influence -of his mind, cha-
racter, and labours, in bringing about the extensive and felicitous change

thus presented to the view. In closing our own humble, but grateful, en-

deavour to estimate the extent of his services to our cause, we have only

now to mention those which he may be considered as having rendered invo-

luntarily, and perhaps unconsciously ; those which we owe. not so much to

what he did or interided, as to what he was; those. which arose from the

providential combination of his peculiar character with the peculiar circum-

stances of the period through which he lived and acted. o

Mr. Belsham’s mind offered many indications to the attentive observer of
having been raised by assiduous cultivation to the rank it occupied. It had
no marks of native superiority. He was not one of those very happy, or
very unhappy, individuals on whom some peculiarity of orgamization, or of
early association, confers a patent of mental nobility, with all its heavy re-
sponsibilities and its countless perils. The application of the term Genius
to his intellect would be manifestly absurd. He had little originality ; he
had less imagination ; but he had unfailing diligence. There was no science
which he might not have mastered; nor any, perhaps, the boundaries of
which he would ever have extended. He had no invention. He could
appropriate thought, but not originate it. His mind was as a garden, which
he kept clear of weeds, and rich 1n its so1l ; the seed which was sown therein
sprung up, and the trees which had been transplanted there struck root and
flourished ; but the eye met nothing of spontaneous growth ; nothing of the
exuberance and magnificence of an American forest, where wild nature puts
forth, and luxuriates in, her own beauty, wealth, and glory.

But how untiring must have been the labour with which he possessed
himself of whatever the learned had collected, or the wise had thoughbt, on
the topics which interested him! His mind might not be above the need of
toil, but it never shrunk from any toil for which there was occasion. And
he was provided, either by nature in the harmonious construction of his
faculties, or by his own strong and active sense of its necessity, with the
storehouse of a capacious and retentive memory, where his multifarious
acquisitions were safely lodged, well arranged, and ever ready for useful
employment.

is judgment was eminently clear and sound. He stood high amongst
those who, ¢¢ by reason of use, have their senses exercised to giscem both
good and evil.”” He was never encumbered or bewildered by his acquire-
ments, as so many mere men of learning are. He was not a man to be
convinced by the last or the loudest speaker. He would never, like an or-
thodox divine whom we knew, and who once ventured to break a lance
with him, have twice read over, alternately,. the conflicting Treatises of Fell
and Farmer on Demoniacs, each time becoming of the author’s opinion
before he had finished the volume. He ¢ weighed all things in the ba-
lances of the sanctuary;” and he kept them always adjusted for that
p\ll'pOSE. . : ,

- His consciousness of the accuracy with which his intelleet was accustomed
to decide, gave him that sense of power which s so evident in his mode of
treating the. abjections and arguments of adversaries. He could afford to do
ample justice, and more than justice, to the pleadings of an opponent. He
could afford to eke out antagonist weakness with some of his.own strength ;
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and put in the clearest and strongest light the difficulty which be was abhout
. to demolish. The firm grasp which he bad of the subjects on which he
wrote would have enabled and disposed him to do this, even had he mérely
struggled as a. disputant for victory, and apart from his candour and his
ramount love .of truth. To celiect materials for thought and decision
with diligence ; to appreciate them with accuracy; and to select from them
with admirable discrimination, were faculties so essential to his mental con-
stitution, that he exercised them on that side of a question which he opposed,
as well as on that which he adopted; and notwithstanding occasional ebul-
litions of controversial ardour, few writers have ever dealt so fully and so
fairly with disputed points in theology. -~

Nor could any man ever feel less self-reproach in offering the well-known
petition in the collect ; for what he read he marked, and what he marked
he learned, and what he learned he inwardly digested. His mind possessed,
to a very extraordinary degree, the faculty of assimilation. The thoughts
which he derived from other men he made thoroughly his own. They
became converted into intellectual nutriment ; they ministered to an intel-
lectual vigour which has seldom been sustained so well or so long.

This is the outline of a mind of great force, but not of the highest order.
That would 1mply two kinds of power of which Mr. Belsham was compara-
tively destitute. - He did his work by the sole agency of the understanding.
He could accomplish little or nothing by means of the imagination, or of
the affections. Dr. Channing’s sermons were not to his taste ; nor could
he have had any such sympathy with the most splendid of Burke’s orations,
or the most pathetic and impassioned pleadings of Erskine, as with the
logical eloquence of Fox. He could not have commented upon the para-
bles of Christ so excellently as he did upon the Epistles of Paul. We mean
no disparagenient of his eminent talents ; our object is simply to shew what
they were; which implies the pointing out of what they were not. In his
own sphere he has probably never been surpassed ; in those beyond it, he
had many superiors; but the combination of his and their qualities is
amongst the rarest of all rare occurrences. '

Mr. Belsham was peculiarly fitted for the period in which he lived. The
worth of his services to the Unitarian cause is enhanced by the time and the
circumstances under which they were rendered. The continued controver-
sial efforts of such a man were needed. The work of Pricstley and Lindsey
required a Belsham to carry it forward to its completion. Unitarianism was
yet, to the public mind, a novelty. It was regarded as something unde-
fined, unfixed, inconsistent : one of the ¢ bubble speculations’’ of that era
of intellectual enterprise which succeeded the French Revolution. There
was as little disposition to understand as to tolerate it. It was needful to
famiharize its principles by incessant repetition ; to carry them out into all
their consequences, and trace them in all their bearings, immediate and re-
mote ; to shew how far it coincided with, and where it diverged from, re-
ceived systems of doctrine ; to ascertain by the results of repeated discus~
sions where its restorers had been too cautious, where too precipitate; and
to indicate to the Christian world the whole extent of what was to be
renounced as error and corruption, and where the basis must be laid of that
temple of the Lord in which all hearts may worship God through' Jesus
Chnst. And this was what Mr. Belsham did; pursuing his work through
evil report and good report ; often with little indeed to éncourage his efforts
save the testimony of a good conscience; but never growing wedry nor
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theories, mare thoroughly undegstpod, and more firmly: beld. . But there.s
yet more than this essentjal to.the, completion of the. wopk,qf religious re-
formation,, , There must.be a third process, a develgpment. of the moral
beauty,,, mwsrpand tendenciesy, of the truth which had been sought $0 ac-
tively,,. qndfchampwpqdm ably, ... There must be-a third.epach, analegqps
to, that,which ensues jn the, mind .of the individual convert, -who, baving
bee;; ogeppigd.long, eoough, with inquiry: first, and then with argument, ad-
dregses bimself to the ulumate task of devout reflection, meditation, self-

applicatien, tha eyelopment and regujation of  his feelings, his.imaginations,
and his bopes. This 1s the moral barvest of all the labour which has-pre-
caded. }Thls,xs -the, end which crowns the work. Doctrines now begin to
be.contemplated in their proper light, and to do their proper duty. They
present themselves to the mind, not as hard propositions, but as liviag prin-
ciples. - The-chaos has become a harmonized world, and that world becomes
surrounded with an atmosphere ; beams of light play through it; sounds of
melndy vibrate in it;. the beauty of colour is generated by it; and man in-
hales it, and becomes a living soul.

It is to this last state of things that such a style of preaching as that of Dr.
Chanping .is peculiarly adapted. There is not in him the originality and
excursiveness of thought which distinguished Dr. Priestley; his intellect is
perhaps lgss sturdy, and in some respects his philosophy less sound, than
that of Mr. Belsham; but he has a stronger sense than either of the grand
and the beautiful ;. his power is better fitted, and mare uniformly directed, to
the excitement of feeling; he cultivates the love of that truth which t.he
disgovered , and demonstrated; and furnishes the needful supplement to
their labours by extending the dominion of pure religion from the head
to the heart, and devoting himself to the display of its richness as the
soprce of sentiments, emotions, affections, of spmtnal vitality and spiritual
enjoyment, Jllustrated by the successive exertions of men to each of
whom . Providence seems to have assigned his appropriate agency,
Unitariap, Christianity assumes its perfect form, and we behold it as some-
thing not only to be believed, but to be felt and loved and admired and

gloned in. We see exhibited its fitness for man and its fulness of blessing.
No longer actingmerely on the reason, it kindles up the spleadeur of the
imagination, and arqund it the affections cling. How rich it appears for the
supply of eyery want which our nature feels! How admirable 1ts ganformity
with the, prin¢iples of pur moral constitution! How gragefully it descgnds
to our. weakngsseg, and . how tenderly it sooths our sagraws, -and how amply
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their prevailing features, the snecessive changes which seem,: from/ the nature
of theease; tobeleng (ta the processi of: religiouk reformation s amdrwhibh,
though: ‘mndeubtediy with: 4> goodrideal:ofrexception;iof ierdgularityy addodf
antiéipatibu, haveaetually presehted themselves inthe! history of 1Unnarans
ism.':'We beliévetit td béthe facty andigreatiy:in that fdct Horveltejoicep that
the prevdiling tagte-of Anitariahs 18l best gehtified by thosel dedglaya 6 :tho
spirit of 'Cheistianity which modt-tent to piwify;lexpabvd ;and elevave’ thie haarty
e are ready t6 do'battie for:fruthowhenever an assault s to: heﬂ*ﬁﬂ%d{;-wﬁ
a conquest may be'made;  bat ourdelight is td feel #scpower ahd: ns
looys ¢ oo Neveani o L ST SIRTRR RS TRS (441 a
® ’». Mr. Belsham’s moral qualitiet; of his‘piety;’ integgrity, andckindness,' we
hdve already spoken, in terms borfowed ‘from one'who was:evidently well
quadified to’ bedr his sorrowing testimony to themy: Respeet was'theifeelin
whiclythey' were-eminently adapted 10 excite y-and whith it isceemain-they
didrekcité, from a very early part-of his life. - Hencé his appofritaiént, wiide
yet #lmiost a youth, to the Assistant Tutorship at Davenfry; and -Hik lsubst.
quent call to occupy the Divinity chair there and at Hackneyu <! *And henee;
too, the harmonizing influence which his opiniens and: example hadiupon
those portions of the Unitarian body which were:likely w appe: toredtly
other as intemperately zealous or culpably indifferent:: - Thelextént-to whiich
he was- identified with what may be termed the Aristocracy: of Unitatigrism
gave so much the more worth to his hearty sanction of  popular plans;sand:
tended at once to rebuke the-coldness of some and tempeér the' ardeur-of
others. And something-of the same sort may  be observed even :in his pobhi
tics. He was a Whig of the old'school ; ard if in any thing e was uwphito-
sophical, it was in a reverencé for Whig Lords almost as profound as that of
David Hume for Royal Stuarts. But his feelings were ever warm and strong
when rights were invaded or injustice perpetrated. And long after the most
signal atrocity which has been committed with impunity in .modern times,
the Massacre of the Manchester Petitioners, had been consignétl to oblivion
by compromising and coalescing politicians, he was accustomedito refer to 1t,

coupled with the emphatic addition - < never to be: forgotten,/aiid never to be
forgiven.” : SRR
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But it is timestoibring these observations to a elosel “Theyd¥ive extended

themselves far beyond oug original design. - Nor gan,; we,gonclude them
better than by remarking the perfect un%,ty whigh;_péx,mz?&ﬁ. Belsham’s

labours. Diversifiad as. those labours were, and valuable.as thpy would be,
considered only as o mapyindependent contribytions g p,gq on stock of
human knowledgq and iqie.s,g, it is apimmense ingrease tolpgyr importance
and wortb, and cinseqnenily gbgplﬁ‘%mtd;m,ﬁzt{hn ghe ,)gqﬁf teful recollec-
tion of him, that one conimop aim and tendency runst ﬁg all, binding
them into a consistent atQ toiiplets whdlé, and 4Rt dg i by one spirit
of life and powérol'B Iﬂéﬁ?ﬁ%}yéx‘"“ﬂi& Hile

\rou
' ot the record of
&'tdl ere 18 one
e cg
a

his life, and one mot{w

Goad, and one Meill#itorY tn } t Jesus. In
whatever department of (e S‘Eg’% d G history, or
controversy, he #a¥1 {RY Gl vér'wdy—from the

pulpit, the desk, or tha 3 albres, sovqwithacoadjittévey Mr. Belsham
always appeared intioehndzthbisaine thabacvep, 2abls1xwhsshtt’ advocate of
Unitarian Christianitpsts FHis wedsethe jwbrkbebidhidtvasogiaea him to do;
and he did it withibisdnaghtsqdlhe gégaine.gbspdl b gml which ex-
hibats the . Deity an e peerlesass) tynof)hissdatarey eleshdivided glory
of his personal unitys which. prescrites the woritip of-theéHFdther in spirit
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anddn b which-tesichds a-provitdence universal: in-its estept, and impar-
tib] #n it operations:z which aflifms) that without holimess rio.man shall see
lbef)l@l'dy bt _that Whosoever :feareth: -hithoand worketh righteousnéss is
aceapted of bim  which reverences Christ the Saviguras:a-mran whom' God
anéinted. withs the:Holy Spirit and-with power} and &f ‘which ‘the semmary
is) that Geod hith appoirted a-day i whichbewill ‘judge the world in righ-
tgousdens; by thas man whom he’hath or8ained, wherdof he hath given as-
aurah@lé toalk men ih-that :he:hath raised: him. from the: dead: this pure
nd-undefiled; Christianity 3 ‘this-one: thing: needful, .in.his convietiony. for
human reformation and human ha piness, was the main-spring of his exer-

tmnﬁezﬁm promotion this object for which he wrote, preached; andvlived ;
d.its] hopés and rconbnlama the ‘satisfying portion of his own-soul, L As
wm o.ithis«gaspel should wee .appreciate the labours of this farthiful ‘and

6ﬂlgentrsemant of Lhist indhis-Master’s cause.: He is gone -ta -his-recom-
peénte. 1 Heshas rejoiréd, wéi trust; the society he loved on earth, the Lind~
seys): Jeblis) . Pnestl’eys sand thé rest of that illustrious band to whi¢h he
belonged s iwhich :lie. 50 Jong survived .to represent ; and whose labours he
inhgrited. |and ncarried: -onwards to their .completion. We. enrol his name
withsmo gratinide among the worthies of our profession, those who are
atotire jewels whichi Unitariamiim. has contributed to the-heavenly treasury,
the iray ;oﬁvthe*crmm -which she casts adoringly at the foot of the eternal
thmne, {Theita :)énb of Theophilus Lindsey covers his ashes also ; and around

them; i & hast of men, :of varying creeds indeed; but who, in their day and
aqtonding do their dight, fought the good fight of -knowledge, freedom, and
nghtqusnm and “ have fallen asleep n Jesus.” - -
1 .
R ORI L,k. ia o _ . . .
ot ot i .. THE FLOWER OF THE DESERT.
caant cosac FLOWER of the desert ! lone-as thou art fair !
it Ne fountain pours its coolness by thy side ;
RIIN .!;,3 . Yet perfume floats around thee, and the glare %
odoor e g Witherssnot- thee where none else can abade. - . - 1 L L
Thou grateful seem’st that life to thee 1s given, IREREANTEN]
Heatwrares o Noupst’d by-dews and ‘beams and airs from heaven; -~ < 7!

i"" | Eﬁ@g 1 ‘th )s& itude, thy leaves unfold, , \.‘.‘ T xj:' y f
bveét welcome to the mitin-ra o dbidd G
o}d;n(u,;u ATU0ds .
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THEOLOGY.

Anrt. I.—The Bible Christian ; de-
signed to advocate the Sufficienc
of* Scripture, and the Right of Pr-
vate Judgment in matiers of Faith.
No. I,. February. Archer, Belfast.

Feb. 1830. 5

Tais little periodical is edited by per-
sons who, suffering under calumny and
exposed to misrepresentation, are denied
other means of rectifying public opinion
respecting their religious tenets, and are
therefore obliged to iostitute, through
the press, a defence which their accusers
do uot choose to hear. The Remon-
strants of the Synod of Ulster, being
made painfully aware that their views
were greatly misanderstood, proposed to
their brethren of the Syuod that a joint
publication should be issued, which might
present the views of both parties at once,
and put the public in possession of fair
means of judging between them. This
proposal being declined, the Remon-
strants, aided by other friends of truth
and liberty, have set on foot this little
work, for the purpose of vindicating their
opinions from misrepresentation, of in-
vestigating religious truth, and keeping
watch over the spirit of tyranny which
has of late wrought destruction to the
peace and laid spares for the comsciences
of many. A work originating in a
principle of self-defence, we believe to
be 'a novelty among periodicals; and it
should:be borpe in mind by the couduc-
-tors - that  peculiar  requisites of temper
’a‘ﬂd“judﬁ)ment"are necessary..'! Of this

- she édifors ' appedv, -at- .présent, fuily

fware ¢ gnid we trust thae, thowgh tplaced

ohcirocamrstances of  ex traorditiary temp-
-gation 10 .bitterness: ' of - thought and
~spoechy they will prove by its.¢hagacter-
138tid) geritieness that the wisdom::they
tprizer 48 frond abové, : Lets thewmi expose
shypoorisy:;’ for this they have athigh:ex-
tamipley s Letgohem, rebuke : spirieual  ty-
sl forsthisnthey have @pbstolic: pre-
ecpa i but lieg them . remewmrber,, o vthe
- heavof ¢ontest) whds they are;now gn-
Riohie to rdgale, thad’ as’ responsible de-

T

'

T

tain access: to the: prejudiced, even :the
prejudiced will, we imagine; be nede
ashamed of haviug passed sentencg with-
out hearing the cause. . As the pleading
is to be perpetually renewed, such shame
may not unavailimg. . -~ . - .
Literary aid is promiged: to this wark
of such kind and exteot as raay make it
interesting to religious inguirers in. gepe-
ral, as well as to those residents in the
north of Ireland for whom it is prinrarily
intended. B . ~ .

ArT. 11 — An Egplandtion of - the
Thirteen Artioles of 'the Jewish
Religion. 2d ed. pp. 79. Effing-
ham Wilson. 1833.

To those whose motions of Fudaism
are derived solely frama the Old: 'Festa-
ment, it is highly interesting to ascertain
what form this system of Theism wears
in the present day. The Jews them-
selves declare (with all sincerity), that
their system is what it ever was; that
it came forth from God so perfect us. to
need no further development, no spiri-
tualizing, no modification by the changes
which affect the state 6f man, in his in-
dividwal and soocial. capacities. This de-
claration is. questioned by few, it being
patural to suppose that. the Jews knaw
their own state best.. It is impossible,
however, for - those .. 'who understand
.Chrisslanity. net);tn. peneeive how exten-
sively ita. influeneus have operated upon
Judaism 3 how it hasy imppanted a spirit
to lifeless observapees,and revealed a
deeper meaning in theilaw:than was re-
c¢ognized in times of @ld.. . External rites
which, eighteen centuries -ago, were all-
suficient in themselves, are now made
the'test of spiritwal prfingiples, the index

. iofinternil workings; te a;much greater
- degree: -than * Nicodemms conceived: of

.when, thaugh, s wasteu.in 1srael, he had

f@ learn the jelemeuts ofoa spinitudl -re-

ligion. However:cramped  the mind of
the chosewn matian . ey . e by redtiction

30 forms from  which.,Xd vught Lo have

. been, Jong xelcased, haweyer ill-prapor-

fenderkiof (divine'cputh; they 4re:bound . :tioned  its. congeptions! of duty, 'however
to exhibit its. influencds -amrwell -as-its . ill:arrangediils rules Of: vbligation, signs
essepce. : Whey fiave begaym welk; and If of decay are. enidexit «n (that.: form, a

their Introduetory Remarks can but ob-

power of. gxpansion is inkerent in thosc



Critical Notices,— Fheological.

conceptions, a principle of order is ope-

rating upon that code, which could unot.

have been applied but. by means, of

Christianity, or recogulzed: by &ny other
light than that which Christianity sheds
back upon its origin. It was Christ who
specified the two precepts on _which
hang all the law and the propheta.; :in
the catechism before us, compiled and
selit forth: by high Jewish authority, we
findshefoldowing: -« . = .
- EDfaster.<As any :other thing neces~
sary 'for the abtaining of !the sovercign
good!-or-frue- ‘happiness, . beaides shis
twofold love of which:thou hast spoken,
viz. towardd God and towards men ? .-

& Seholar~—On: these twao depends the
whole law ; for that (Dewt. vi. 5), “ Theu
shalt lové the f.ord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy:soul, and with all
thy stremgth,” contains all these pre-
cepts, commandingand-forbidding, which
declare what. is.the duty of man towards
God. - And this (Lev. xix. 18), ¢Thou
shalt- love thy neighbour as thyself,’ in
Iike ‘manner comprises all those pre-
cepts which pertdin to the duty of every
man - towards all .other ‘men, concerning
their lawful commerce, or commutation
of their -goods, and the avoiding of all
deceits; capital ' judgments, the right of
marriage and inheiisance ; which things
the divine law contains, as it hath re-
spect ~t0- haman. society. ‘There is ne-
thing,  therefore, which brings us into
the - favoun of - omr Almighty Lord and
Master, but the: observance of -those two
precepts, on which depend the six hun-
dred and thirteen.”—P. 32.
+/f’h subsequent exemplicdtions of -this
passagae - tend’ tb :shew that the disposi-
tibns @f the Bears; rather thau the ac-
tions which sp¥ing from them, are to be
the objects af diseipline ; and it is singu-
lar that: o the rnall principle of

“envy in thuheart-are Httributed the woes

#ud vhewwed; of ) what vand to whem ?
‘veply ylothey: everlook” the objeet’ while -

of Isyael, the dastrustion of their temple
and wity;! the dispersion of : their nation,
the |1 distresBes band ' persecutions which
'have attended: them’ 10! this -dayy Envy

herJews qlecline  awaking the  obvious

‘they 'admit the faesiy. but while they

1}

assigul theil wimpral puhishmens to-the
indwlgenpe cof vathad spiritial pringiple
dalesl cadee ) thveveris wn vpening forthat

dot™icton wyiwikich shey mese afrived

’

’
1

<11"The Jyow Cutdoiom seesYopth thiyseen

- and ;the three

dywepingle dvishmy agthsy plecas
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nature and authority of the law ; onc the
doctrine of a divintg moral gol:'ernn:ient 3
oge .t omise of a Messiah; and one
Q&M’m .+ 'The authorities which
are adduced in confirmation of the last
would, we imagine, have been insuffi-
cient, if Christianity bad been unknown;
rinciples by means of
which future bliss is to be attained,
wonld_ nat have been placed i thejr pre-
nt oxder of selection.  Qf the conjuyc-
tion of Faith, Hope, apd Charity, we hear
nothing in the Old Testamept,

As 3 .means of attaipiug these graces,
a spiritual code of morality s furnished
to the disciple, so ill-arranged, so li-
mited, 3o obscure, as tp excite the won-
der of those who have bgeun bred up
under one of a higher origin. The sgven
abominable vices of sloth, pride, glut-
tony, lust, anger, covetousness, apd envy,
are declared to lead to the six impieties
which are utterly loathsome ; viz. an
assurance of eternal life without perfect
obedience ; distrust of the pardouing
merey of God ; resiatance to the truth;
envy of the spiritual gifts of another;
resistance so authority in matters of
faith; and, lastly, a determination never
to repent.

It is needless ta point out the confu-
sion between principles.and their appli-
cation here ; the inversion of the order
of various spiritual processes; the du-
plication of some priuciples, the omis-
sion of others; that the ffth is a vir-
tue, and the sixth an absurdity ; but we
would earnestly -direct attentiou to the
fact, that this moral system, imperfect
as it is, is spiritual, and that it hag b¢en
spiritaalized by Jewa from <clements
which formerly subserved na such pyr-
puse. However far this- people may be
from eutire conwersiou); however indis-
posed, at preseat,. towards Christianity,
the way is. opsp,  the .progpeekiis, fair,
while; the - mind  pepnitted o opeEate
on the eloments adm?&ist ed, be they
wiigt. theymgy. ' Thedispaoaitiop-to,de-

- duee  prinbiples beiug - onces snoowraged,
o the sThethod of inferonee i deing omce at-
senspied, howeverawkardly, the gepnd
poing db. gained, eveysy-dthey dusira-

- ey glhyimgl s willl foldowts; Laviithemxpkiog

<o guflxism iandi meidle: LChristionity fas
(théywidly- they havenadopted an N~
rpprEdet GRrintiat ; princigles. 1 Ilmmh:h m
e ‘ahos-the
rpoipttouwhich thdy tendpif shay mil)

essentlil urcidewlofhdelies; s of 'wisich »ihuddreesyoxx in: thisspatig thep widli§nd
regard - ¢lidse odeettines ' ¢onoerailng ithe nthempeiyey at thecgates ivd shoNewhJeruy
pature and astNbutis: ofi Goywhieh are.'isplert before shey adbrdwase. i, .

admittéd by fthetus bny gﬂww;-,wa‘]e_‘ .
clare the ofice 'of ‘praphets’;. two -the -

e bt odgint gy -bie -obviowvsi to exery advo-
cateio i Ghristianigy how mueh Is lost to
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the chust byithe Hntadvéntion v evily
obs Of B POIHIGAY o Hliyodther
m’fﬁ).w tHE MBS b YeWws A& Thtk-
tians{ TV s VAT ES offel eﬁwﬁmwﬁ
one side, while ¥secition H¢! liftieted
on the ‘éthiel i td Beekoti withdhe Kimd
while ‘We @l With_the othld cmgad
ments Wil¥ aleay¥ fﬁt’ whitlé Backed with
injuries, T’ thefét catl’ B o6 Qe-%
comnunieh 'of > mibd and Réart i’
midst of>ciifF fuequality.” 1f ‘whe wish!vd
overthrow' thie - wall’ of partition’ HYH e
begifis to/tofter oy F64 Ffcmmkamﬁdﬁz'%mi.-'
mubt! Brst reiove the 'p rd!)s SYHSCI v
ourselves - Have '’ ﬁ’ﬁphéﬂ “Hiifotl ' Gf
temporal Ifteresty ' is 6 neceém prepa
ration ‘for thé - hxéhér u\ixcm Which"we
proféss to hitvé dt heart. " Every trice’of
bondagé must be obhterated beforé -thé
Jews cail become our brethren m the
fajth’ of tbe QOSpél | ‘
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- Au'r. III.-A- Letter to the Rev. An.
drew - Thomson, B. D., occasioned
by a Reviei - in- the  Edinburgh
Cheristian Instructor: for ' Augist,
1829, on the  subfect ‘of E’é%lﬁéms—

Zical "Esta lishments: By Andrew
Marshall, KlrkulhllochI Gﬂa g
and London; Y\’fmak r, &g, 1830,

Pp l,7 o ’~Hz£~4!~'

THR: writer of t.bis very- interesting
and-able pamphlet belongs to ode of the
maay classes of Scottish Dissenters. - He
is mot by dreident a- Dissenter, butupon
principle. .~-He- understands the - true;
broad sprinciples -of -Dissent. [) His work;
ifiit mdert.with lhepeneouvi‘gemem which
it dedevves] misst beiparticulardy valuabte -
in—aaumihfry rrwheve. thel Ldpgdrene! libe-
ralisynof flié ‘mdtional-chworch has often:
ewe sna<oe s dadmberes enpociuy] the!
neaw dadope especiuily, the:
ciusesgwiitch twelmmlpi:xcm myv;eml
sedesnsitiksyzhuserbeen distiues Bromonre
definise; s sabsnaddl grophd bfrdigsent:
froaw thi verpypria u(emﬁotksmmnm
negélirfite? noAsSRe i Brottshy d
Dindentiewy diaves hithqreaogroceddeat bwec:
farthor tirgnitigs Baghvie

chplesynidecny
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Criticul Notices.—Miscellaneyus!

exhibit inidisi orte. colouvs thatisypstens
MiM&hmﬁaﬁlm;Jvﬂlﬁk hasabsured
Bé 1o dud) withesoummchi suoctess) te
dedirey e sthsdtioncbetavbenshidnrorid
Hd@otie Yhurek;jomidito1forge thmins for
tHaouhde aud the scomoieiices
8t manir uifa sonutlaazes  astadue w0
-1 authdr >writess sdnsiblys1oi 19tiso
bfviawch Of yellgious dstadtishinednss)
Prantii vfahe drgtmeat wiliicioodesenves
thew 1sationes attvition w6t [ adveghitbs,
and! it repaid 1€h whith Rlrek e béen:
wont 20 cd ndide ¥ iibmuelveszsecaxsin o
<[ ¥ Youatlow]’ baddubsting himbelfs ta
the st Chivistiton: Jassructond . itf. that brev
land 1had thad ran cestablishroenit Sdnflic
cienitly wealthyy sefliciencly splehdid 1 sufu
fieken tly - well-F tnished fordcooniplishing:
it4 ‘objeéts, . ¥fliberal eudowments; coauld:
furnish: it 371 yés-yowachnwwiedge that) at.
hak utterdy: faltedqrthad:it hasmbde woi
impréssion;for. nERt Lo mowejio thixdgs:
nérande: or: pro nefothe cduinryiy
that it hias:inot deveh proved ds checkite:
the ‘inétease of Popbryd that-Poperyiini
that country has prevailod aud pr red-
in spite-of ! civil’ disabilitits, . wihile< Prow
testantismi; in so-“far as.- i (s eonnected!
with, the Establishmeuwty #ds -bdeh quite:
at.-a stand, or rather busideelined,;sot:
keeping pace imits ugrowth witls | the
growth of  the population® (B, 117,
‘¢ Does any man ‘whe kAbws /sy thing:
of: the Irish:Establishment \seriouslry Bew.
lieve that its wait of :socoess ! has been:
ocoasioned by its  wawt ! ofiynieans;)ite:
want of & sufficierit number of lahbdmvs:,
or of sufficient’ funds:to pay: thiens it i -1d
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Gritieah Notiacs.— Migoelluneous.

danegwHaxailninde; talentwirieh the i domn-
trymotstaind yifnrwthat:the demdnda for
siclranlond Wrimniouseyis praved byithe
histisn tidnx 1 of wasdhomisiertal pg 0910bes
abipresests unddroonlimotite: it spenks
wellsfor thesstaibraf o0ty theh monis
of substantial excellence shouigqbha: se
cagerlyregelivadys asothrsende i4 practi-
e bitatonliatvéritheiroptite, nud-soumake
Wenvaatcessilile xo- @kl who éanaffordita
indunige s litdrany tasierins anyoHegreesy
and e aptakeiwelli for Drokardner: that
he ministers-so - usefitlin sad  agreeablyy
a8 wildasdacesptably) o thiaitasse, s His.
voli s aiightwenyeredisahly filspacen
oiftithe shelvet iof  gen tigmen whe (fig. ugx
libraris$ by a Adootirvle aud) B measure~
meit-: gf-inches,; i -Hlis - title+pages: may
graoe. a doawing-room - tible. . His type
and papen iare-of: & yory /sa&wfacwxy)qua,;
lity. ~tvligasmirigthe i matter - out« of . the:
queéstion;. here are:virtues enough . for a
sixyshilling:-¥okmune g and, - to. judge by
seméb-of thel protty sbooks which we see.
inilibrarvits :and boudoirs, we ought:to be
satisfied df the substance of the volumes
wert naught. » But it-is). thus. far, excel-
lent crvaluable, not:only to those who
cai: indulge themselves with none but
cheap beolis; but !to those who have the
free range of vur modern literature.

-.“This History ef Scotlaud is as interest-
ing a8 avy of .the author’s own novels,
and} i our:opinion, more carefully com-
pesed -and :more.ably handled than his
foriner -histerical subject. Deep as is his
knowledge' of ‘man,.and: extensive as is
his acquaintenice with anapners, his own
country, its inhabitants,-and their ways,
suit . him best.. « He knows better what a
Scetchman--hasfelty ex will..do in any
given oir umsﬁpq;q, ~yhan what. may be

calqnl.u:e Frenchman "ox a
m& E‘,{: 1) nge QE a Justorlan

dep nds ’%ig ?s' wer o con)pa-

rison’ dn’ 1044 thdd arison

most::be wmow judnemna; the (inferenee
maokt | eotwedts, veviere thxndl ks :4hey most .
knowledgd ~ofio the 2springs s of inatianal
fetdmng; thedeepdst-sympathy with:the nae »
Lional ;seudy »>Thei primary anthorities ta /
whith uiot)u'dﬁi-tm\iﬂm camrefexarefevey:.
and the mdteniads lﬁﬂl ans scaadyis
so that the value -of—the history chiefly
depends afl hie/soilikiaksd Hfithid Ewiter’s

philasophy, )i&(, bringipg ge-
e ﬁw%&m

k vix;

draw-\ify eneé!!“‘lgw Miriddn :‘

vaulourb«mgrnfa anindlividnals \am -
rions.| nawion ntmllﬂﬂmo -

i ofs pakilep
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ey, otherwim anaceonniaples Jt-is. ow-
g stoyshe inperfection of sheir, phileso-
d5ull-as.wach 35,the pavsiy; of. their
anthorities, .. that. historians prasens us
wislimuch. nngatintastory stayements, apd
Sch FAKYng:: TEPRCSaLLILIONE (s . gFExY
bady,complains -of, and Walpole-has.exp
m“dh‘\ Mﬁrsm’wmww has. .the
qQ cagjons: we ., havermptmﬁed,,, «WAas
made, very, dqubtful by :bis-history, of Na-.
poleon; -.buti in .the, presemt; case,. 'his
kmnowledge of his mtiqn,,haa, supplied the.
deficiency, and while.we rqad, .we,caunot
resisy-the iippression. of. impartiality and
truth, whiche. the narrative. conveyss s No.
subject, .. ip the range: of. history,.is
haps more surrounded: with duﬁcuams
than the conduct of Mary Stuart, during
a part of her melancholy reign..w.‘We
have seen no account of her which. so
uearly accords with our impressions .of
the reality of the case as that before us.
There appears to be a leaning in her fa-
vour rather than the contiary, :but, on
the whole, a nice balancing of probabi-
lities, and a due xeprobatiou. of her guilt,
united with that. chivalrous indignation
at the injuries -she:endured, and that
deep .compassion for her mmfortuues
which are commaon to all.- who have heard
her.mournful history. . That she had, at
least, a guilty knowledge of the conspi-
racy against Daruvley is supposed to be
scarcely questionable; while the provo-
cations she endured.from: bim, and the.
incitcments to .revenge which were fur-
nished : by the circumstances of.the time
and the temper: of: the age;:can scareely:
be estimated hy .those who:nowasit. in
judgment. on this  mest, mnfartunate of
women, - In the wordsdf -the historino o
. *#¢ Thas died Mary, Queen of Bgopts;r—
many: parts of whose earlies dife remaii
an:unexplained riddieto paiterity;shichi -
men have -oaqnstyrnedysands wilk scobsiee;;
more according-$0r theirawn fetlings and
passions thasuwith the.calmdsensinents -
of impartial judgesy [Fhegraatervomoét:
matying: BMWOquMnQQm ¢ was1)
byi4he - mhivarsahsu faDaruley's:
mexddr,hiea,990t npdn ey charactarfor |
whiscli- e e speilnatl apblagyls 1Géres)
taimdy) the poar Bnicl- of>4he dhond ssabeib
scxidend  9si dhimalicln, stppest eansins grentlyi-

milgRia u tuurq.m& mpelhdelm
evaded by pretended compulsiom:;
exepsifpdo uﬁtﬂmﬂn«mm e
wols ot bysHatipwel) 0o Danbach

Wk fxenedn she sattisleritdufronl thes:
bustaliingoatitade of Jdamiey 3owhekfrpds:
the: e rbsty an d-ome n ot shaiSoriéetoe:
Whe @ io amtysege ; swhat.

apply sherpoinciplededured o theexpla-.. fromshe manpersial s $lint A mhieb

nation of dnystaniony facts,: and perploxi- -

aspassination was gdfteniesteenseds a wis
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tue, audirevenge. the discharge of :a-debt
of honour, mnss.be left to the churity of
the reader. This.may.he ymiyisuid, et
if a life of exile gud: misery; endured-with
almost saintly; patieuce;. from the 16th-of
June, 1567, untit the day of her:desth;
upon: the 8thiof Eebruaxy 1886y could
atone for:crimes and evrors of the plass
imputed ta herg no such penalty was dvey
more . fully: dxacharged than by Many
Seuars, ’erP. 295.: ’

It:can: hardly. be expected tbat a’ zea

former: so;umiqune a8 Knox showld meet

. with much grace at the hands of our au-
thor ; yet the, little- notice which - is afe
forded bhim isy perhaps, as favourable as
the milder toue of:the present age is dis-
posed - to. award to so fierce a son of
thunder. - -

‘¢ Thirty years had elapsed since the
martyrdom of Patrick Hamilton for he-
resy s and during that period the Protes-
tant doctrines, obvious as they were to
the most ordinary capacities, had risen
into that estimation which sense and
firmness will - always ultimately attain
over craft and hypeerisy. They were
promulgated by many daring preachers,
who, with rude but ready elogwence,
averred the truths which they were ready
to seal with their blood. Amongst: these,
the most eminent was: John Knox, a
man of a fearless heart and 3 -fluent ela-
quence ; -violent, indeed, and somesimes
coarse, but the better fitted:t obtain iu-
fluence im a coarse and turbulens .age,~—
capable at once .of reasoning with the
wiser :nobility, .aund iunspiring .with his
-own 1spirit) and zeal ‘the fierce populace.
Pelevution; and .thet species of candour
‘which miikes allowance far: the preju-
dices;ofbirth orsituation; weve unknown
tokis uncompromising mind 3 and this
-deficienty asaide ‘him the more fit to play
thet distingmished part: to /which: he was
opladfle®. 48, ' v Ly o
n“li LA 2 AR A DY 1S CRT & L—'“-‘—-d-) SV SN TR

: gsd

Saf ,W n! 7?16’ L g g%g
D1 (J,% a2 (mrl) ’?’R}E(of
2 & (ko h‘r ;uJ T NI TRUR (7o
143 A - eamt B dofs biography: wenthy tpobe

viplared hbetwesn -H chenty ki ‘aod CGbl-
(1 kingwoadisdwttears L Notuthat thev Ma-

- iporsgensrdlo 4 egualswoe cthe: Bishegiin

amiability, or to::theAdmsiral 3ib feank

P

conscious minuteness. At'e
sTMaammﬂmoﬂzhmcmw eadet ;

ha -bad been previauely rated s midship-
man, and ** such was his abhorrence of

a.life of idieness,/’ says~his Raw.ibio-
graphern, ‘“that:he .eontinmed.. volonta-
rily: tor peyfarm. the duties efa anidship-
man . Shqﬂlpafumawm fidd Him:ve-
mitting a.large postion: ofshis ipay to his
father; s¢(who: Wwas them labouringunder
pecundary. difficudties;): and about.the
samevtime-he writes thus té:.his sister.:

Iy bbave. often : wished that yom: were
transportedfor a;féw haurs te.my roomy
to be: cured of your Westera ugtions of
Aslatic: luxmry. : Wihile: yon. rejaice- in
nyy imaginary gredatness, } am mostlikely
stretohed 0w i a- mat, instead of .. my regal
couch '; -and walking in an:eld:coat, and
a raggod shirt, in- the :neonday sun; in-
stead .of looking down fuvem an.elephant,
invested .in. my royal garments. Yau
may uot believe me. :when I tell you,
that 1 have .never -experienced hunger or
thirst, - fatigue or poverty, till I came to
India ; that sinee then I have frequently
met with the fixat -three, and: that- the
last has beem my  copstant companion.
If you wish; for proofs,: here they are. 1
was “three years in India before I was
master of any.other pillow than a boek
or a cartridge pouch 3 my bed .was a
piece of canvas, stretched: on. four cress
aticks, whose omly . ornament was the
great coat that 1 brought from England,
which, by a lucky invention, : I tonrmed
into a blanket in the:cold weather, .by
thrusting my legs. into- the sleeves, and
drawing the skirts: over .my head.”’»
¢ My house at Vellore cansists of - a ball
and a bed.-reom. 'The former ocentains
but oue piecé.of furniture-wa-table 3 but
on entering the latter;.you would see me
at my. writiig-table, seated.on any anly
chair, with the old:(con¢h. behind. me,
adorned .with a) eavpet aud pillow: oun
my right hand.a chest ofi;books, and on
my left twd.. tvopks i ones for  holding
about a dozew ehanges.of )linésn, and the
other;; about half a:idogzen df\ plates,
knives, and: ﬁmhn, &c, ' 180 vmuch for

Asiatic. luxury ! ‘Butsthe oyenpg officer

' WAs nos of a.:calibxe tq  pine forn tables
and chairs. Active exertion was the one
thing |needful: to, hiw feldgity ,oand. i when

aclive exertion, of bodwyerainind,; wag

nos reqoired : by his profiession,: he' was
' ggoustomned utp veake iff1ioe  bard. -atndy,
swiming,qand) playingat fevess 1641t is

. impoesaibletta t axpaesssl?;says: e 140 :his
and fearless anaheartadness, but he - i

~

mother, *¢ thé :ateong  ipission i whick I

i atill retain, or whiok (basogather conti-

nued to grow wpomr.me; for fivbds, awim-
ming, aad (every spous thaty &y was fond

.. of ateschool”” 1 44, Weter & tosge home to-
;... Aorrows; instead | of  gaingodbout: like a

good citizen, aud visiting the' various
improvements in the mauufactures of
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my native -town,” (Glascow: ton wit,)
‘‘.onelof my first:excursions would: be to
Woddside toiswim down Jacksen's mille
stream.!! il the same:lestery he infosms
his miother:that. he had treated humsél
with somé¢hail-séanes. 4L 'They-were por-
fectly: sound and smoeath, :and abots.the
size of smal pissol-balls y } swallowed .g
great namber .qf them: t0 the memeryi of
fermer daye:” - (Vol,Lup. 1740) . 4. Afser
the .overthraw of Fippeo, Captain Musra
was -appeinted to superintend 1he pro-
vince of  Cauara, fer the purpouse,’” says
his biggraphean, ¢S of introducing into-is;
as -he . .had. been largely.imstrmmental.in
introducing inte .Bavamahl, the antharity
of the East India..Cempany.' . In .this
part of the wark and whas follows, the
question will sometimes obtrude ;. - What
should an hovesé man. do. is my closet 2"
¢in other words, *¢ in the administration
of Indja 2’ )-~a question which can never
be satisfactorily answered. It would be
unreasanable to expect, however, of a
soldier of fortune, who had risen from. s
cadet, that he should have any scruples
a9, to: the. autharity of the Honourable
Campany and its. beneficial tendency;
and grauting for a moment (what should
never. -be . granted again), that one hun-
dred axnd thirtymillions in Asia are to be
governed .for the advantage of the East
India Company, (mat for their own,) and
‘that the problem is,. this being the ob-
ject, - tu: effect it with. the least vexation
and Dbloodshed-—give him this position
to: start from, and Sir Thomas Munro’s
-eperations will be found to do him iné-
nite <redit, Nothing more liberal and
enlightened thaa his. policy, nathing
more just and humane than his conduct
in ofice. . 'The eomdition of the inhabi-
tants of Canara: when he¢ arrived in the
proviace ‘was truly deplorable ; wherever
he moved he.was. beset by troops. of
husbandmen erying aut, ‘¢ We have no
corun, Mo ¢éattle, no mouney !. How are
we to pay.our reats¢’’ . 1If he looked at
a flock of 'sheep, the.owner took. fright.
If h¢ asked'a child of: eight yecars of age
a questiony the answer was, ~¢'Thereis
nothing in .our -house to .eat,’”’ &ec.; &c.
‘¢ It is . mot that they: are.addicted . to
lying,”™ sdys' the mew Superintendent,
‘“ but it.is: hecaose: an appressive vand
inquisitorinl -government, . always prying
into «their affgirs .in order to lay new

burdens mpon:themj. forces themn todeny
what -they have, as: the -only sieans; of .-
saving: theini property. . The. habit -of

coucealment and: @vasive anawers grows
npn anh‘(them Mm mmnc"c” ! Uo‘.
bop. 2805 oo o L
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;wlvom .day-break: till eleven or twelve
ab night, Capt. Munrodaboured amongst
Muunhappy 'Pem.%;f*‘i I am never
alone,” pays.he, ** except:at nweals, and
theae wliogether do not: take: up .4u -hour.
}.am pressed on one: hand by the settle~
ment» of -thie revenue,’ and:on the other
by ithe. investigation of murders, rob.
beries,. -and all ; the .e¢vils which have
srisen from a ‘long course of profligate
and tyrannical government. Living in a
teut, there is no escaping for a!few howrs
frem the crowd; there is no locking
one’s-self, up on preteuce of more im-
portant: business, as a man might do in
a heouse, particularly an up-stairs one. ' I
have no refuge but-in going to. bed, and
that is generally so late, that-the sleep I
have is scarcely sufficient to refresh me.
1 am still, however, of Sancho’s apinion,
that if a goverwor is only well fed, he
may govern any island, however large.”
(Vol. L. p. 2374.)

The esteem .in which he was held by
the natives is beautifully exemplified by
an aneedote iu Wilkes’ Sketches of the
South of India. A violent dispate arose
one day amougst the natives on the
boundaries of Mysore and €anara, in
the presence of a government eofficer,
and the party aggrieved immediately
threatened to go to Anantpore ¢ te come
plain fo .their father.”” 'The officer sur-
prised, iuquired what was meant, and
was informed. that Colonel Munre was
known Dby that mame throughous  the
district. The education of the natives,
and their gradual admission to:posts of
trust, particnlarly to. a share in: the ad-
ministration . of justice, were favourite
objects with. Sir..’Thomas.Munro, ! as
way be seen: by his. memorials to: goverh-
ment, as.well as by his: private letters.
It is needless to . say .thas the  work
abounds with (information .on the, state
of [ndia, and detatls of . the. wilitaby iope-
ratious in which-Sir Thomas was from

tima to time epgaged. . Jo has hgen giyen

. to the public,. ag we, ar¢ iRfo he
prefac ,“t‘df’ lﬁe&?ﬁﬁsﬁ@ﬁ-‘ alige the
subject of the menioir Shréaid be

forgowdmenbeqaupe is is tecbe hopedishat
the work:inay provie tisefubwand besaspe

. wilk be foand to ‘be amusibgevfgoidll

‘whachi feasdms: wei: ane: boanid ‘te peoom-
mend: it $o ouy xeaders.: o - iidl.liiins
1 L eesnh vaadoaiar  2eoluaor hag
()] 101 s st ok Dol g g0
n{ A4 g Alv Azt X ANWOQ
- ' S sl Bl 320N
1 dr cwouwld be: xhovally «mpossididl to
Tedd this ! 'work (sAveurd, ' bat lepen it

-
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w}t‘ene yon you may tnrp g ever
and ’ e
bhmm "g’” ‘9‘;’{\3% ors
mﬁﬁﬁ . e 1?_& Jw
;:hﬁﬁ o‘f¥ qir gp 54
2 3 5 J’W
B Greck é% bty g wh s, é”“&”‘%
éai:ﬁ sérin l'g% MT’ ot¢ 5
to' com'p'fé'l.’é ¥ knbwledge of husme&ar
Se‘tt,lé at'Léeds ;- come up’ to town an

are’ cHoseétl’ iBto the Roya Socnety, (S;r
Isasc’ Néwkon remdm ) dine with
Burnet, visit Eg lyn, Bwhop Hall, Six
| Chnstbphbr Wren, Sir Hans S‘Ioane,
&c., &c., &c.; €xhibit our curiosities to
Dr. Sache\‘erell and to the late Protec-
tor's ‘danghters. When about twenty-
six years of age, we are ¢ solicited to
change our condition,”” and ¢¢ peculiarly
recommended” to Mrs. Mary Cholmley ;
and then again SO the changes of .this
world') we are jilted ¢ by the interpo-
sition’of a member of Parliament whose
estate preponderb.ted ** and to whom the
lady is married ‘“in pure obedience.””
Shortly after we are again ¢ recom-
mended ‘to a comely and virtaous lady”
(twa others having beén in the mean
time proposed. and rejected) ¢ 1 was
very solicitous for. divine directxon,”
says ‘Mr. Thoftesby, ‘¢ and it pleased
God' to hear and answer” (Query, hoeo 7)
—*¢ to hear and auswer, s0 that we were
joined together im holy matnmony, Feb.
25tH, 1684, a"day bf mercy never to be
forgo teti 1)\? ‘me or ufine, -having 'since
that‘ ny ‘motient enjoyed her endeared
c?lnﬁy thivty-five years, (in which space
ﬁ!as'e . 8gd *to give.'is six sons

h uﬂel‘s,)\hnd I have, by ex-
e%U“f hek, to be tlie greatest

pe

blekst é‘ﬂgxn‘ em;neh fOr ‘piety and

devat{or 5 eim’ o }f and syb-
Jiéhon ééﬁ‘ ﬁy x;alel . been

occasion to try t t in maftters of
the baptizing and edm:anng of our chil-

dre afte had cha nti-
aadt ru
nhnngmnhgbmnwws(lh ‘ﬁﬂ(
cerns. Notwithstanding oues
mra

3

s), ¥.the
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fear and hatred-of Popery and. the, wish
t,g , stréngthen the hapds of the Pratestant
18\ nqﬁ vc;'g)clea.r 3—certain it is,

e believed himself to be conscieps

mw, ;ﬁa& his.opinians comgided on; ajl
important points with those of. the
church, and that he hated the mass above

all &hw% Qnce, ase dyforms ns, he

Wwas“te purlos 10, 8K inte. ““a
J}ihiﬁé tﬁé Sécbnd ihé E tholics
werg’ Hécltsed-of ¢ lﬁéct ieele,”

¥

avd’ the clrapel at-Mill Hi‘ll~ iéeﬂs)’ Was
thoughit to Be' éh ! »mminént @avger - of
being converted. into ..a.: magsihouse).
‘. Rather Norrisy-the- ‘Jesmt. 'Y says he,
‘< aftex he bad taken hl&atsm,and » hiatle
openggd. ity kireeled-domwn tadinvecate the
Virgin Mary,-or, {0.judge morecharitably,
the: Divine assistancesangd:all. ‘thie ;people
iu a moment. were upem, theic (kueeeb I
standing -like a foolish may-pole iy the
midst.of - t.hemr, whﬂwuponul hasted i to
the-door; but one of the prigsta-was got
thither before.me, .and-held the.does: in
his.hand.. I told him, with anger-enoghy
that 1 would. not~ fall - downy: on-be tie
posed upon asto my.-gestupes he sedd L.
should not,-.and by -this-time all -wergi'on
their feet againj so.l stayedqa dittle.ito.
hear him preach ; -(for;Af the mpsa had-
been celebrating. 1 should -kaveh ht,
it..ddolatry, and -durst- nptihave been,
under. the. same. 500f;) - to: give higy .
his due,. he made a geod- morad,diseourse.
against keeping bad company,which was!
seasouable to me, who -was mever- in the.
like before or sinces” --(Vol laipn 82D~
Qui non zelat.non amat; 1a nvosto which:
Me. Thoresby.quotes gisewhere withap-;
probation. To de him justice; howeven
bis . religion.-was by 407, mepns -comfimed..
to. hating, and. if} wmmﬂ.mndg‘q;fmmxbw :
practice;! he"Pm as apush faishi in. the:

. Opus operetuim,ian tha bust GCathglie that:
ever told-beads and conniad patemmestersy
If by ehance he ig, prev fFompEsAIng:

dowy all. the -heads ef-p omu it 8y
““ ghoe Lord plty 1and forgivapds ifohends
mwm ‘i A8 § Ve mibk pecoatoninti i he.
sleep iui thetsame! chamber with i friends:
h?» FA8Ra i 8t 1t iRy ;mogmgnz‘nfqml-
o nmfwwqmyae BsAvs- devpiions
exemiscaJ asfeanUmwiwmys he:
1OTAEEN PEAJETS: L0 M0DUAINi-(#D him Bt
soChwgh 5 AU mhe»ntlm mmvwm
m{lmsmﬁ” o
£iYEOORVAN i A8 AoPWIA dan-te his
singyyy ‘Fhorein nes xnbypgwiticabwm,
alla%m & pharigaieal 3046 o had
xliqunmpopmwmnmmmm@!ld have
mﬁermon&gnmmqur set
timep of - ,pmyer 3 h&wmldrhmenm\wed

O
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a1l Hiy Fastd! And Sotie OF HN Deb'’ vaﬂf
tesTTHE 'Womld' Kave ivwon! gﬂe\g\l

pings Uthht’ i3, -and!inade TeWél bhwA
bt T OMman would: Fethati thésat lbﬂé
worllfl B Hefther  fifore" sifit el o Teu8

pgidustu SPIEa) SR TUTE LR AN { 1) hsl togou
yIoUdE Bani(l DU D agdede 20 (00 F i ,xinmx,

ART VHI LT %e Christiith: P/: mbl
B 877121417 sz‘ratfbé ‘d}"tﬂé’ g@*ﬁ,
tgp

it aral’ and
ﬁl%ﬁ)ilizﬁ% ed’ tfz’ia % mhor
nsu&c, vp, PP~ 376,
doaund B 1830,

’l’nxs*bmb‘ is comtfucﬁe'd oi-a wovel
and wve ‘Lhappywea»*?the‘)plm\ ~rifhout
belng toe extensive, cotprehending to-
pice of waribas interebt: > 1t affords ait
opportanity bﬁ wﬁ‘s’ey‘ingﬂpﬁysﬂogk‘al
informatibn ; lentertainmént ‘of a highly
phitlosephieal hatere; and lessois of mo-
ral wisdom' peeculiarly A propos to the
busihess Both: of Wppitér and féader.-
appea¥s~to’uve bleir the design of the
writep to wiake the best!: osiible use of
thé-plan-sp-ably'tonceived’'s and we cdn
only regrat that] frony: Vari‘dus* é&u&es, his
sactess has beetidgcomplete.

“Fha mrait- cause-of the failure we ap-

r¢hebidiko-be' thée natrow views of rell-

glon! which ‘ave !displayed to the reader
m!hver&fd'e rtrent of ‘the volume, and
which eawntiot:'but! v¥edder nugatory ‘the
exhortattony, e&phnaﬂens and exany-
ples*,mitrnwhmh they: severally appear.
Thak etiligitene@ Christians sliould with-
hol@ tHeivransent fromy naueh which' they

)f ‘UI
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whtcH s Wi af the|
R Lg‘;s QR ot e Join

w eI _/’5 -
lﬁﬁ )cgr‘tu; 1 at Q mte‘:

yé h’eﬂﬁ‘ d lﬂ' ‘tﬂg c;;s &gqent.
ﬁeﬂiﬂi-“ﬂ " ’ o wr ng,
E Jﬁﬁ° é?&nce of
sfnee“meu JséCSeé
&kgg ’ tﬂd pt" th iyss hg
‘4t th ﬁie éo tmqn.
abiove' a1l é ob é‘ct fo vzu ng
tétfdeb@)"” of’ the tales’ tn kg isfor-
thues into judgrents’ exacﬂ smted to
sotie prev’nous delinquenc 'Thus in tbe
first talé, blindnéss is in icted’ on a wi-

dowed mother because shé had induiged
an mtemperate longing to. k.o)ld an
ouly son ; and sight, ig restore A8 a con-
sedtlence of her efforts of resignation !
What worse moral can a religious story
convey ?

The tales, though they cast some cyri-
ous llghts oo aucient Irish customs and
superstitions, form perhaps the least able
portion of the volume. The most accept-
able parts are the moral reflections in
which men have an universal coucern,
and which, therefore, are always inte-
resting to'sétious minds, These reflec-
tiohs, being' frequentfy recommended by
an dttractive style, may help the readers
over’ &Sdrn’é o the obstacles’ alluded to
above, and le,we a favourable im prqssion
oh tﬁé mind.’

Od" the while,
a rather unf‘o(t
reﬁ ibus 1‘nstruct10q i, ah g

we feg: d ¢his wog a8
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would not furnish themselves with a
manual which they could not under-
stand, and of which they could make no
use. We may thevefore safely pronounce
that the promises of the title~page may
be relied on, and that the learner may,
by moderate attention, make bimsclf
masl’.er of the rudiments of music from
the  information which this little work
affords. l.et not the professors of the
science.be jealous of this inanimate rival.
Their craft will not suffer ; nor the ho-
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nour of. their profession. The: mumber
of Fapatici per Ja musica ' @iay iworease
as the mode of .access 1to° the science be.-
comes more: s 8&nd .mag furnish -an
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taleuted teachers whose time and. pa-
tience have been. woru out in! comshuni-
catiig the elenuents. swhicli rmayshe 1earsed
just as well from visible as audible signs,
In wmmesic, as in every other. avt ior’sci-
ence, the use of mechawical helpsiis a
clear saving of mental power RN
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MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE:

On the Resurrection of Jesus us an
Ezemplification of the General Re-

surreciion,
To the Fditor.

Sm,

It is to be regretted that your corre-
spondent, under the signature of ‘¢ En-
quirer,”” (Vol. III. pp. 350 and 883,)
should have evidently mistaken what was
intended as an encomium for a ¢ sneer’
on his ingenuousness in freely stating his
sentiments ; of which he must, 1 should
think, be convinced by compa.rmg the
second sentence of A. E.'s communica-
tion with his concluding remark. (Ibid.
pp- 797, 793] The following observa-
uonp are 'b; no means offered with any

zgn of dlspamgl the remarks of this
writer, wi whoxp cordially agree, that
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pipotence, I am storongly ,impveﬂsed with
the persuasion that the  resurrection of
Jesus, viewed iu its ceané¢xien with the
subsequent facts, as recorded by: the
Evangelists, affords an admirable exem -
plification of this greas and glmous tmm-
sition,

That the body of Jesun was totally in-
animate when laid in the sepulchre, and
continued so till the moment of his re-
surrection, will, | trust, be freely. .ad-
mitted by your readers in gemeral 3 but
it may be worth observing, thatshe
wound inflicted in his side,. probably en-
tering a vital part, must have rendered
the frame as naturally. incapable of being
again made the instrumené .of: life, as
. The
complete proof of-the resurrection of the
same persop, to the obseryation of mer-
tals, required, judeed, that the identical
body which was crucified and. placed in
the aepulcbre shoyuld be.remaoved from ‘it,
and exhibited alive befare gampetent and
faithful witnesges 3 but thg productiomn of
the living person, of Jeswy. frona ghiapor-
tion of matter must hawe required a like
effors. of Divine power, as fxom any other
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the.. Scripture miracles. If it can be
shewa that Jesus, from a state of iwahi-
mation, was raised ‘tv.that of a spiris.of
celestinl order, It will surely beadmivted
thas this fact affords; n ‘glorions exemph-
fication of.ja cerrespending eventy &rst
10 be extasded: to~all his faithful fol-
loweisy -and- nlb:mateﬂy to the whole hu-
man gdeft. . o i -

If. the. faets presented to- the. nbserva-
tion of human witbesses are to' be our
guides in the case, it:appears to me that
guch must have been the nature of our
Lord’s resurrection. While the body re-
mained in the sepulchre, no symptoins
whatever were perceivable of his possess-
ing vitality of any kind. So long as it
continued there; his enemies majntained
their triumph, and his friends were sunk
in despondency, and, had it not been
speedily reamimated, there would have
been so far from any evidence of his ex-
istence beyond-the present life, that all
the evideuce would have beer of the op-
posite description ; his dead body would
have: shewn ‘the mon-fulilment of his
predicted resurrection; ‘and his claims as
the Messiah, <¢ the Prince of life,’’ have
perished w1th him. But from the mo-
ment of its disappearance from the se«
‘pulchre, the proofs, not simply of re-
stored life, but of elévation to a superior
state of being, were manifested. The
visible appearante of the reanimated Je-
sus, with that majesty of aspect and de-
meoeanour which in that case he might be
expected t0 have assnmed, would have
sufficiently. everawed his enemies, and
beetn accontpaniied with that miraculous
power:-which would have removed every
obstacle to:'¥is: eséape; but such an
event, ceriafilly, would' have furnished
no indieation bf #ny thing beyond a re-
sarrection 'tod the: Cbnd}ﬁon of ordihary
humaulty: Fisedad of this, an angel de-
scends €roth Héaven,'rotls the' s’t‘dne ftbm
the door of the depulchie, and Jesus dls-
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they have failed to discharge this part of
their duty. The just corelasion seems
t0 ‘b, that, as he was not seen by these
vigiiam gaardy of khis person, he had
ceased to be visible ; thit, by hn op-’
posite ‘mivacle to thae"bywhich & spiri-
'‘tual being was presented to themy from
invisibility, this most excellent of Kuman
beings was now e€levated fo the state of
a celestial spirit; the appelerance of this
angel from heaven in unison with his
own disappearance, indicating his re-
moval, not only from death, but from
the condition of mortality, and his trans-
Iation to immortal blessedness !

That from this time forward he was
not seen by the Jewish people in general,
is a strong confirmation of the conclu-
sion that he was now withdrawn from
the ordinary cognizance of mortals ; and
it is observable that, interesting in vari-
ous poiuts of view, as would be the ques-
tion, ‘“ What has become of the body of
Jesus ; or of his person, if he is re-
turned to life >’ we find no expressions
of wonder at its abaence, nor of incredu-
lity at the declaration of Peter—¢¢ The
heavens must receive him until the time
of the restitution of all thmgs ”  'This
implies that the original testimony of
the guards was nruch more credited than
their report of what transpired while
their senses were steeped in slumbers.

Here, then, is a specimen, if 1 may be
allowed the term, of the deliverance of a
human being from inanimatioo to an
invisible, and, probably, a celestial state.
The proof consists in a change of the
whole person from death to a sﬁ i'ior
and spiritual life. This is in- '
doubt, an atcommodation to th i'oni'e -
tions of thortdls ; since; in t’he éase of
an universal ‘resutrection, ‘comparatively
few bodies wﬂl‘renih nu b‘d bin’ ﬁﬁch
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sible during the interval between his re-
surrection and ascension, excepting ou
particular occasions in which he mani-
fested himself to his disciples, appears
from the periods of time which are spe-
cified between his manifestations ; thus
he was not seen by the Apostles till the
evening of the day of his resurrection ;
nor again till eight days had elapsed;
afterwards by the sea of Galilee; then,
by appointment, on a mountain in that
country ; and, lastly, near Jerusalem, at
his asceusion. As he was usually invi-
sible, so the peculiar modes of his intro-
duction to, and withdrawing from, their
presence, were adapted to the proof and
1llustration of this his ordinary state of
being. 1 shall particularly notice the
circamstances of his first appearance,
which was to Mary Magdalene, at the
sepulchre, shortly after it had been for-
saken by the guards.

The sepulchre was now closely exa-
mined by Mary, and by the Apostles
Peter and John, who found it empty,
nothing remarkable appearing but the
grave-clothes of Jesus, and the stone, by
which he had been enclosed, rolled m
its place. But, that two angels were
actually in the sepulchre was, just after,
shewn to Mary on her again looking into
it, when that which had just before
presented only vacancy, now offered them
to her view, ¢ the one sitting at the
head, and the other at the feet, where
the body of Jesus had lain.”” On turning,
she was in a like unexpected manner ac-
costed by Jesus. From the immediately
preceding examination it appears evident
that these personages had not been ab-
sent, but iuvisible, up to the moment of
their presentation. Jesus bad now be-
come the companion of celestial spirits,
who only on special occasions offer them-
selves to the view of mortals. A solitary
angel, by the terrors of his aspect aloue,
overrules the martial energies of the
Roman band, and neither their searching
vision, nor their anticipating apprehen-
sions, image out any traces of the body
or person of Jesus; so completely was
he withdrawn from haman cognizance ;
aud thus sigually was both the power
and the vigilance of his enemies defeated !
But tswe of the heavenly spirits benignly
vouchsafe their consoling presenee to this
affectionate friend of Jesus, and he in-
trodnees himself to her unsuspecting no-
tice ;. all with that ease and gentleness,
that her delicate . suffers no alarm
or trepidation from these unexpected ce-
léstial visitauta, Absorbed by the mourn-
ful wish of discovering the lost body of
Jesus, she neither notices the glorious
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appearance of the angels, nor recognizes
his person; and, as his familiar address
was becessary to this last object, so an
indication of his celestial destiny seemed
requisite to open her sense to the percep-
tion of the extraordinary phenomena at-
tending all the personages who were, in
a manner so evidently supernatvral, in-
troduced to her observation. The pre-
sentation of Jesus with his celestial asso-
ciates from invisibility, therefore, could
not be the figments of an imagination
which was wholly absorbed by an object
of precisely the opposite description, but
was forced upon the observation of Mary
by the gentle but irresistible influence of
manifest realities, effecting an entire re -
volution in her previously fixed persua-
sion. For had a gleam of hope crossed
her that Jesus might be risen from death,
her soul would not thus have been ab-
sorbed by grief at the loss of his body,
which she sought with no other view
than that of conferring upon it the last
sad honours of sepulture. Jesus, having
been withdrawn from the sight of the
watchmen, continued invisible when the
attention of Mary and the two apostles
was drawn to the spot; but, sufficient
evidence having been afforded of his dis-
appearance, he returns to the ordinary
form of humanity, together with two of
his spiritual associates, fom. the purpose
of making known the reality of his re-
surrection, and of his celestial destiny.
From this time forward our Lord
seems to have embraced suitable oppor-
tunities of making the great facts of his
resurrection and ordinary existence in
a superior state, fully known to a com-
petent number of suitable witnesses. In
the evening of the same day he fell into
the company of two of his disciples, in a
mauner apparently incidental, and, as-
suming the air of a stranger, held a long
and interesting counversation with them ;
but so little disposition had they to anti-
cipate his presence, that they continued
to regard him as a stranger, till, at sup-
per, their eyes being directed towards
him, they recognized his person, on which
‘“ he vanished out of their sight.’” Again
that evening, ‘“ when the doors were shut,”
where the apostles and their companions
were assembled ¢ for fear of the Jews,”’
a porter being probably placed at the
door, as was usual on such occasions, he
was fouund ¢¢ standing in the midst of
them,” in a manner s¢ evidemntly mira-
culous that, though at that momeut their
minds must have been fully occupied with
the idea of his living person, they mis-
took him for an ‘¢ apparition,’’ and no-
thiug but the solid cvidence of their sense
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wh'd'hall nei%er auy expectation of again
behgTdiig “his living 'person, nor were
under the mﬂ‘uence of those gmlty sur-
misings Which were liable to raisc in the
imaginatioy the ghostly form of him to
whosé murdu‘ they had been accessary,
which Was' the case of the great majority
of ‘the Jews and of the Roman authori-
ties, he at iength after giving his closiug
admonitmu to ‘the disciples, was gra-
dually withdrawn from their view, and
passed into the celestial state by ascend-
ing towards the visible heavens.

Agreémg with the late venerable Mr.
Belsham, that ¢ heaven is a state, not a
place of being,” I regard the ascension
of Jeeus as no other than a visible and
glorlbu% mode of 1epxe%entmg that tran-
sitfon,’ which was' in fact realized in the
first ‘ipstance at his resurrection. But
he resumed, on several occasions, the
mdmary fmm of humamty for the pur-
pos¢ of fully pmuug his resurvection ;
on such occasions he introduced or with-
drew himself ig a m.mner “hlch evinced
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ceivable changes, ip the hodﬂy frame than
are iucxaept to it by 4ny of the operations
of nature.
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Some _Account of « New Doctrine
.. lutely discovered in Scutland.

To t/ze Fditor.. -
. Edmburglz
- SIR, Jan, 26, 1830.

IN this modern Athens of ours, the
disptifes of the inhabitants, like those
which used o agitate the ancient city of

Teter Y

- that'name, were wout to turn chiefly on

politics ; but as we are now pretty nearly
of one mmd with regard to affairs of
State, and the old distinctions of Whig
and 'Iory are almost forgotten, religious
controversy has come in place of poli-
tical, and the bitter strife between two
of our leading divines on the subject of
the Apocrypha having subsided, (appa-
rently from the langvage of abuse being
exhausted in the course ot the contest,)
another dispute is now raging on the
endless topic of what is to be done, or
rather what is to be believed, to be
saved ; a dispute from which, as from
all discussions which lead men to reflect
on the attributes and moral government
of the Deity, much ultimmate advantage to
the cause of truth, and a gradual ad-
vancement of that light which, however
long it may be obscured, is destined at
length to illuminate the world, may, I
think, be expected.

This bellum plusquam civile, in which,
as usual, one party can find no word but
damnabdle sufficiently strong to express its
oplmon of the doctrines of the other
has arisen in couscquence of a tteatiﬁe
lately published by a gentleman of the
1dw, Thomas Erskine Esq., Advocate,
who equally travelled “out of his own
profession some years ago, to favour the
world with ¢ Remarks on the Internal
Evideuce t'ox the 'Truth of the Christian
Religion.”” The mumber of editions
through which this latter Work is «aid to
have passed, i8 only another proof of the
aptitude of Yhe human mind ‘to fecbi’ve
and cherish ﬁopous ‘of ‘the St rene
Being suitéd nyot to Fis nature, but to the
grossnesy of 1ts dwn; esp t‘ m“? ’Yf th"'
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Freeness of the Gospel,”” and the wri-
ter’s object is to shew that, ‘¢ in conse-
quence of the Deity having taken on
himself the vature and penal obligations
of thé sinner, in order that, consistently
with his jastice, and af the cost, as Mr.
Erskine says, of a temporary suffering
to himself, Xle might restore his forfeited
life ; and having, by his sufferings and
death,”’ (p.19,) or, as he elsewhere ex-
presses it, ¢ by his (the Deity) having
suffered, groaned, and died, for mankind,
dearly earned the gratitude and confidence
of his creatures, all the sacrifice which
his justice required has been made, an
universal amnesty has been proclaimed,
and the seutence of exclusion being re-
versed, the whole human race is freely
pardoned and forgiven, let the offences
which they have committed, or may
commit, (including the hereditary load
of guilt which the first pair bequeathed
to them,) be what they may.”” (P. 200.)

Indeed, lest there should be any lurk-
ing fear in the minds of notorious evil-
doers that they may find themselves ex-
cepted, and shut out from the act of
grace thus wonderfully obtained, the
learned gentleman is at pains to assure
his readers that the pardon which he an-
nounces, the free, absolute, unconditional,
and gratuitous pardon, by all which epi-
thets it is designated, (and woe be to
him, in spite of the pardon, who does
not feel and acknowledge the full force
and virtue of every one of them,) is
€< lavished on the mass of the guilty with-
out any discrimination, aund is entirely ir-
respective of the varieties of human cha-
racter.”” (P.61.) “ 1t is to sinners,”’
says he, ¢ that the forgiveness is ad-
dressed ; not to believing sioners, not
to repenting sinners, not to amending
sinners, but to sinners,” (p. 26,) and he
publishes these to them glad tidings,
‘“ not to shew how nien may obtain par-
don,’”” about which it would appear they
have now no occasion to give themselves
any farther trouble, but, ‘¢ how it has
been obtained.” (P.132.)

Having aunounced this as the condi-
tion in which all men, good, bad, and
indifferent, are now placed, it seems to
follow as a nccessary inference that the
doctrines of retribution, and of future
rewards and punishments, are heuce-
forth to be considered altogether anile
and out of date. For if, in cousequence
of the Deity having suffered and died for
mankind, forgiveness is freely vouch-
safed to all, it is tantamouant to sayiug
that none are to be punished; for the no-
tion of pardon followed by peual inflic-
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tions the same as if there had been nd
pardon, is a contradiction in terms, and
the last thing likely to occur to any one.
Indeed, Mr. Erskine anticipates, as well
he might, that it will ‘“appear to many
a strange sort of pardon which allows
the punishment to remain.”” (P. 103.)
But, extraordinary as it may seem, this
is the sort of forgiveness which the cre-
dulity of the world must now be taxed
with believing, on pain, of course, of
eternal d n if any different view of
the matter is eutertained by any one.
Sinuners of all grades are freely pardoned,
without any of that previous humbling of
themselves, being born again, &c., which
was once deemed absolutely requisite ;
they are pardoned, ¢ without even having
had a thought of asking to be forgiveun,”” (p.
51,) so that all the prayers which used to
be offered up with that view, (our Lord’s
among the number, as far at least as
forgiveness of trespasses is one of its pe-
titions,) must henceforth be considered
useless, if not impertinent. But, mark
the sequel: though pardoned, they are
not saved—that is quite a different affair ;
they are to be punished just as long and
as severely in a future world as if the
Deity had not ‘“ manifested himself in
the flesh’’ in the present, save and except

in one case, and that is, where the fact

of the ¢‘strange sort of pardon’ dis-
covered by Mr. Erskine is known, (a
knowledge which his treatise now puts
within reach of every one,) and being
known, is beliecved. The pardoun, says
he, is ‘¢ proclaimed freely and univer-
sally, it is perfectly gratuitous, i¢ is un-
conditional and wnlimited; but Heaven is
dimited to those who are sanctified by the
belief of the pardon.” (P.13.)

The good sense and perfect compre-
hensibility of this is illustrated by ob-
serving, ¢ that, in itself, pardon is not
heaven, any more than a medicine is
health. A pardon unreceived can no
more save the soul than a medicine un-
received can cure the body. 'The par-
don of the gospel is a spiritual medicine,
and faith is the taking it. If there is no
faith, the medicine is not taken, and no
cure can be expected.”” (P. 25.)

It would, indeed, have been extraor-
dinary if auy system or scheme of salva-
tion had approved itself to Mr. Erskiue’s
mind, in which belief of one thing or
other was not a prominent and leading
feature ; but it cannot escape observa-
tion, that what he now requires men to
receive and credit, on his authority, the
medicine which he now insists on their
swallowing, is something very different
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from what it. used to be, and much more
palatable. There would seem to be a
fashion in theere, as in other matters,
and that whieh is unquestionably neces-
sary in order to arrive at Heaven lo-
day, is obsolete and out of date, and has
no tendency to farther us on the road,
to-morrorwo. Indeed, iu one part of his
present performauce, Mr. Erskine is very
near discarding faith altogether as a
means of salvation, and states such sen-
tiiments on the subject of belief, as no
one could have belteved would ever pro-
ceed from the school of which, as some
secin to think, the learned gentleman is
all but an inspired teacher. His words
are, “ It cannot but appear strange to a
moral and thinking being, that God
should pardon him because he believes
something. It gives such an unintelli-
gible and unedifying idea of the Divine
character, an idea which never can im-
press the mind with holy feelings, or
affections, or desires. The satisfaction
derived from believing certain facts is
comfort drawn from a dry cistern.”” (P.
150.) Aud in another passage he says,
still more pointedly, ¢ The promise of
pardon as the reward of faith in any
thing seems to me a mere human inven-
tion in direct opposition to the whole
tenour of the gospel.”” (P. 156.)

Now, really, it does appear straunge
that one who had brought his miand to
consider faith—¢‘ faith in any thing’'—
in this light, should eutertain that opi-
nion of its indispensable importance with
respect to his new doctrine which has been
shewn above ; for, as is there seen, salva-
tion, after all, is made to depend on the
belief that a pardon was granted before it
was asked. This, therefore, is only sub-
stituting belief in oue thiug for belief in
another—faith in the factof forgiveness,
fer faith in the ‘¢plan for undoing the
evil which thre fall had introduced,” &c.,
&c.

‘This modification of the matter, how-
ever, is a great point gained, and man-
kind are much indebted to Mr. Erskine
for openiug a road to heaven so much
more eastly travelled than that which he
formerly pointed out to them. One can
see many grouuds for doubt and hesita-
tion when required to give implicit cre-
dence to the doctrines of original sin,
justification by faith, .the Deity taking
our patore om himself to atone to him-
self, &c., &c.- Mr: Erskine styles some
of these tenets (and most men will agree
with him) ‘“wunravellable mysteries:”’ {p.
189 ;) and to have pardon, and their
fate through all etermity, made depen-
dent on firmly believing one and all of
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them, did seem somewhat of a hard
measure dealt out to reasonable and
thinking beings. But many whose minds
revolt at, or are altogether inaccessibie
to, dogmas such as these, may have very
little difficulty in believing firmly that
the goodness of God, so manifest in all
his works, and his compassion for the
creatures he has wade, founded on his
knowledge of the frail materials of which
they consist, and the tcmptations to
which their nature makes them subject,
will preveut his being strict to mark
what they do amiss during their short
and often painful pilgrimage upon earth,
especially when they belong to a state of
existence where whatever suffering is in-
flicted can no longer operate as a warn-
ing to deter others from offending.

It is quite plain that those who take
this view of the Divine government,
and think that all the rational creation
of Ged were destined by his goodness
for ultimate happiness, are far advauced
in the faith which Mr. Erskine now
thinks requisite. They can readily be-
lieve that a pardon has been granted,
and an amunesty proclaimed, for it 1s only
an anticipation of what they think like-
ly to happen. 'They supposed, indeed,
that the act of grace remained to be
vouchsafed ; but if, for reasons of which
they do not presume to question the suf-
ficiency, it has already been extended,
they have only the greater reason to
praise and bless the Giver of all good,
and can scarcely fail to ‘¢ feel and ap-
preciate the value and the love of the
pardon proclaimed by him,”’ (p. 158,)
which, according to Mr. Erskine, is all
that is requisite to insure its efficacy.

It must likewise be ackunowledged that
the new doctrine gives a much more am-
ple and satisfactory effect to the atone-
ment than the system which has hitherto
been cousidered orthodox. Accordiung to
the latter, it requires a good deal of ¢x-
planation to make out and understand i
what respect the situation of the human
race is improved by all that was done
and suffered on their account. It caun-
not be pretended that they are freed
froma disease and death in this world,
though'these formed part of the punish-
ment to which they were subjected by
the unfortunate lapse of their first pa-
rents, am:d to which the promise of
‘“ bruisivg the head of the serpent”
might therefore have been thought to
apply. The effect of all shat took place
with a view to satis{y the justice of the
Deity, and give his goodness scope for
its exercise, appears to be confmed to
the state after death, and scems to
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amount to this, that whereas, if no
atonement had been wmade, if the ser-
pent’'s head bhad 7ot been bruised,* all
the generations of men, of every age and
clime, would have gone into a state of
everlasting punishment, without any re-
gard to their conduct upon earth, and
solely on account of the transgression of
their first parents; but now, in conse-
quence of the sin-offering which the
Deity became on their account, they are
no longer to be rendered eternally mise-
rable for the offence committed in Para-
dise, but only for their own want of be-
lief, and such crimes as they commit

individually, and die without repenting .

of. 'This was certainly a great step
gained, but still it is a much more
meagre result than that which follows
from Mr. Erskine’s systeni; it leaves
each man’s salvation to be worked out
in & great measure by himself, and that,
with fear and trembling ; whereas the
new doctrine makes the atonement work
it for him, and he has wbo occasion for
either fear or trembling, if he only be-
lieves firmly that (pardou being already
obtained) both are unnecessary.

‘The end arrived at is, therefore, far
more worthy of the supernatural means
employed to bring it about; aud besides
this great recommendation of the new
light, it has, or ought to bhave, the far-
ther one of putting an end te coutro-
versy on many points which have fur-
nished food for it, for at least 1800
years. Pardon being certainly granted to
all, and au universal ammuesty proclaim-
ed, of what use can it henceforth be to
speculate on the difficulties arisivng from
clashing attributes, &c., which stood in
the way of its being extended ; or to
dive into the counsels of the Almighty
in order to ascertain the mode in which
those difficulties were surmounted, and
the period when, nay, the very words in
which, the discovery and adoption of a
plan for that purpose was intimated to
mankind ?

All this has becen the source of much
unchristian animosity among Christians,
almost ever since there was a sect called
by that name ; but, adopt Mr. Erskine’s
creed, and sirifc on these aud many
other points is without an object, and it

* Mr. Erskine scems to throw some
doubt on this fact when he says, at p.
115, ¢ Evil is still spread over the earth,
and the serpent’s crested and uncrushed
head still towers above it.” Qu. Is
this the orthodox view of the serpent’s
present state? Alas for poor human
nature !
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will be felt that it is indeed coiitending
de lana caprina, to fight and worry one
another about them. Those, therefore,
who are fond of peace, and tired of dis-
puting on subjects which they cawnnot
comprehend —all, in short, who think
their time may be better employed than
in endeavouring to uunravel ‘“ unravella-
ble mysteries,”’ must wish suceess to the
learned gentleman’s new hypothesis, and
feel grateful for the communication he
has made of it in the work of which, for
the edification and periaps amusement
of your readers, some account has now
been given.

I am, Sir, with best wishes for the
continued success of your excellent mis-
ccllany,

Yours, &c.,
EDINENSIS.

Bishop Middleton on the Greek
Article.

To the Editor.

SIR,

To the new edition published by Pro-
fessor Scholefield, of Cambridge, in the
year 1828, of this celebrated work, I find
a short Preface, by the prescent editor,
from which I take the liberty of extract-
ing oune paragraph.

“ With respect to the merits of the
work, as a whole, 1 cannot persuade
myself that any competent judge can
read it without a thorough couviction of
the soundness of its general principle.
A difference of opivion may exist on
some of 1ts minute ramifications, as well
as on some of the applications of it in de-
tail in the second part of the volume ;
but I bave read wnothing on the subject
that has led me to doubt the accuracy of
the Bishop’s hypothesis. The work .at
its first appearance excited great atteu-
tion, and was examined with a keen in-
clination to condemn by those who were
compelled tacitly to acknowledge how
formidable avn attack 1t made on the
stroug holds of Socimanisi. It will
not be thought very strauge that by
some of these it should have been dis-
covered that Bishop Middleton kpew
nothing about the article. His work,
however, has been both appreciated by
the bulk of studewnts, and the demand
which has loug been made for it is the
best criterion of its excellency.”

[ wish some one of our best Greek
scholars would communicate his senti-
mcents on this subject through the Re-
pository. Meauntime, let me point to the
judgroent of John Milton on Tit. ii. 13,
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““’The definite article may be inserted or
omitted before the two nouus in the
Greek without affecting the sense, or
the article prefixed to one may be com-
mon to both.”’

Matthia’s Greek Grammar, edited by
the present Bishop of London, seems to
lay dowuv wno such doctrine. We shall
see whether the expected new edition
will supply the deficiency.

A CATHOLIC.

On the Prophecies of Universu! Peace.
LertTtER .

To the Editor.
SIR,

CoMMENTATORS on the prophecies
have generally regarded these sacred re-
cords in the light of books that should
remain sealed till explained or deve-
loped in afier ages, by corresponding
vvents 3 and, theretore, intended chiefly
to be of use to those who might live to
see them tulfilled, as attording 1ucon-
trovertible proofs of the truth of re-
vealed religion. Dr. Priestley says, <€ 'T'he
real use of prophecy respects those who
see its accomplishment.”

Much as [ esteem the character and
opinions of Dr. Priestley, and also those
of some other commentators, I think
they who thus express themselves greatly
undervalue the real use of the prophe-
cies. Were these writings, however,
intended for no other purpose than to
bear testimony to the truth ot the Chris-
tian revelation, this alone ought to rea-
der them valuable to the sincere inqui-
rers after truth. But the prophecies
have a higher claim upon the Christian
they seem graciousiy intended by the
Giver of revelation as a guide and key
to the right understanding of the admi-
rable doctrines aud benevolent precepts
delivered by our Lord and his apostles.
Believing them to have beea delivered
by men divinely iuspired, they have a
claim upon our regard as ot daily prac-
tical use ; and, as much as other parts
of Scripture, ¢¢ profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness.””  lustead of ap-
plying the prophecies to this beueficial
purpose, it is to be regretted that com-
mentators distinguished for their piety,
learning, and industry, have for ages
past been exerting their powers of lma-
gination in applying them to the passing
cvents of  their own times, and fre-
quently In a way calculated to promote
discord, rather than union, among the
tollowcers of Christ,

There are some parts or the prophetic
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writings which admit of great latitude of
explanation, and afford an extensive
field for the imagination, but which have
no direct tendency to improve the heart
or enlighten the understanding. On
these, commentators have seized with
avidity ; on these they have spent their
strength ; applying them as subsidiary
cevidences of the truth of Christianity,
or as land-marks whereby to distinguish
the great arch-enemy of mankind, Anti-
christ. 'Theirintentions have been good,
but whether their labonrs have been of
much real use may justly be questioved ;
for nothing can be more evident than
that if the application of any particular
prophecy does not suit in every minute
circumstauce to the event to which it is
supposed to relate, the Sceptic, rather
than the Christian, has ground of tri-
umph. And, inasmuch as Christianity
does not stand in need of this inferior
kind of evidence, the wisdom of thus
applying it may justly be called in ques-
tion.

It 1any parts of these sublime wri-
tings admit of great latitude of interpre-
tation, there are, on the other hand,
some parts that bhave not only the ad-
vantage of not being liable to misappli-
cation or misconstruction, but which
afford the most useful practical lessons;
which elucidate and enforce the doc-
triucs and precepts taught by our great
Lord aud DMaster, and hold out admo-
nitions to his siocere followers to be
humble imitators of his virtues. 1 allude
particularly to those prophecies which
relate to the triumphs ot his Kivgdom.,
It 18 concerning these, on which com.
mentators have said little, that [ wish,
through the medium of your valuable
journal, to offer a tew remarks. "There
18 a close connexion, as of cause and
effect, between the doctrines and pre-
cepts of Christ aud these delighttul pro-
phecies, affording ample field tor discus-
sion to the moralist and politician, ag
well as the theologian 3 and 1 should
rejoice if what | have now to ofter should
induce others, better qualifred than my-
self, to do it justice, wo take up the sub-
ject.

Some of the prophecies alluded to are
so plain and specific, that they may he
said to relate events, yet tuture, with as
much clearness and certainty as histo-
rians have detailed those that are already
past ;3 and they not ouly afford instruc-
tion to make perfect, and theroughly fur-
nished to all good works, the man of God,
or the Christian, but also supply usetul
adviee and information to the statesman
aud political economist.  To all; the
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study of these prophecies may be pro-
ductive of profit, as well as plea-ure,
We vead, Isatah ii. 4, that in the last daya,
or uwnder the Christian dispensation,
mwen will bewt their swords inte plowugh -
shares, and no more learn war. We are
further told by the sanre inspired writer,
chap. xi. 6—9, that the consequence of
this forbearaunce and the spread of Chris-
tian knowledge will be, that men and
nations of dispositions hitherto as oppo-
site as the wolf and lamb, or the leopard
and the kid, &e., will ot only dwell
together in a state of perfect peace, har-
mony, aud friendship, but also of great
ease, security. and abuundance; that, as
the prophet Micah expresses it, ‘¢ they
shall sit every man under his vine and
nuder his fig-tree, and none shall make
them afraid.”” If Christians believe in
these prophecies, which they must pe-
cessalily do if they have examined the
evidences of their religion, they will find
in them an assurance, equal as to cer-
tainty and credibility to any that history
affords, and expressed with great clear-
uess, that a time will arrive when our
holy religion will subdue the malevolent
passions that have, for so many centuries,
deluged the world with human blood ;
and when it will be the happy medium
of establishing uuniversal peace aund se-
curity. As experience is the general
rule by which statesmen and politicians
have been guided, I would ask, if Christian
statesmen, men placing reliance iu the
sacred volume of revelation, ought not
to draw froin these prophecies the same
maxims of wisdom that statesmen have
been in the babit of doing from past
history and experience? If Christians
counsider the Scriptures as a revelation of
the will of God, and read them with the
saine disposition and intention with
which thcy read the letter of a frieund,
1. e. with a sincere desire to discover the
will of him who has written, they would,
I think, soon come to the conclusion,
that 'to engage in war is offeusive to
God ; and experience will shew that so
far from its couferring lasting security
on A natien, it sows the seeds of its
dowufal. On this subject prophetic his-
tory, past history, and the remark of our
Savieur, are in perfect accordance, that
they who take the sword shall perish by
the sword.

The statesmwan, or man of the world,
may smile at the expression, prophetic
bistory ; but I must take the liberty of
saying that, ivw one poiut of view, it
commands greater respect thau the his-
tory of the past as recorded by profanc
histonians. 'T'he latter bas been hauded
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down to us by falhble, interested, and
prejudiced men, and past events we find
to be variously recorded, according to
the ignorance, the interests, or the pre-
judices of the writers: whereas pro-
phetic history, being handed down to us
by holy men inspired by God, has not
these imperfections. It is therefore
more to be depended on than real his-
tory ; especially, as is the case m the
present instaunce, when handed down to
us in plain and intelligible language.

The prophecy, countained iu the second
chapter of Isaiah, ¢‘ They shall beat their
swords -into ploughshares, and their
spears into praning-hooks : nation shall
not lift up sword agaiunst nation, neither
shall they leatn war anv more,” is so
very plain and intelligible as to require
no comment. That contained in chap.
xi. 6—9,* though symbolically expressed,
can hardly be misunderstood as to its
general import. It evidently relates to
the same happy period of time, namely,
the last days, and to the same triumphs
of Christianity ; and it may be considered
as the most sublime and highly poetical
description that has ever beem given of
this glorious triumph. Whether there
may be novelty in the remarks and para-
phrase which I send you I know not;
but, as far as 1 know, these prophecies
have engaged little of the atteuntion of
commentators,

If the latter (chap. xi.) were an insu-
lated prophecy, its explanation would
not be attended with much difficulty, as
the prophet informs us that the state of
happiness, figuratively described, is to
proceed from ‘‘a root of Jesse,”” or
from the Messiah. But, if we counect
this prophecy with that contained in ch.
ii.,, of which it may be considered an
tllustration, its meaning and application
seem easy and uatural : and, from va-
rious cquivaleut expressions in the two
prophecies, it is probable they are iden-
tical, that they are descriptive of the

* ¢ The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the kid, and the calf and the youug lion
aud the fatling together, and a Dittle
child shall lead them. Aund the cow and
the bear shall feed; their young ounces
shall lic down together, and the liou
shall eat straw lLike the ox. Aund the
sucking child shall play on the hole of
the asp, and the weanced child shall put
bhis haud oun the cockatrice’ demn. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain: for the ecarth shall be
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
witers cover the sea.”
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same events, and mutually explain each
other ; as will appear from the following
particulars,

The law that shall go forth out of Zion,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem,
in chap. ii., may be considered as iden-
tical with the Anowledge of the Lord that
shall cover the earth, in chap.xi. 7The
mountain of the Lord’s house, chap. ii.,
may be identified with the Aoly mounitain,
chap. xi.: and the judgments in both
chapters correspond. The happy re~
sults, likewise, though so very differently
expressed, may be considered as descrip-
tive of the same events. 'These striking
coincidences, and others might be ad-
duced, render it highly probable that,
though placed asunder, and delivered in
language very dissimilar, these prophe-
cies are identical, and mutually explain

and illustrate each other. Whether,
when taken in comnexion with other
prophecies concerning the Messiah’s

kingdom, they will bear the free para-
pbhrase I am about to offer, 1 submit,
with diffidence and deference, to the
judgmcent of you and your intelligent
rcaders.

Isa. xi. 1—9: In the last days, the
Messiah shall come forth as a rod out
of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow from his roots, and the spirit of the
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, the spiret of coun-
sel and might, the spirit of knowledge, and
the fear of the Lord. 'These shall guide
him, and make him of quick understanding
in the fear of the Lord. He shall nog
judge according to the fallible judgment
of men ; but with righteousness shall he
Judge the poor, und reprove with equity the
meek of the earth ; and he shall smite the
carth with the rod of his mouth, and
withr the breath of his lips shall he slay the
wicked. He shall judge among the ua-
tions, and shall rebuke many people;
and they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and cease to lcarn war,
For the law shall go forth out of Zion,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
Living waters shall go forth out of Jeru-
salem, and at cvening time it shall be
light. Thhe old sanguinary and bellige-
rent systems of government and of mo-
rals, founded on Pagan principles, will be
dissolved and succeeded by others more
conformable to the will of God; for in
that day Jehovah shall be king over all
the earth. All the kingdoms of this
world shall become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of his Christ,and he shall reign
for cver and cever.  And a voice of many
watcrs shall be heard, saying, The Lord
God omnipotent reigneth,  Old and er-
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roneous systems of religion shall also be
abolished; not only the worship.of idols,
but the fals¢ worship of Jehovah undex
different names; a species of worship
which shall take place during ages of
gross darkness—these and all religious
errors shall vanish in the evening time
when it shall be light; for in that day
there shall be one Jehovah, and his name
one.

Wonderful as it may appear, this know-
ledge of the Lord will not owsly put a
stop to national wars, but, striking at
the root of all evil, will subdue those
malevolent passions and lusts which pre-
dispose meun to eugage in war. Imbued
with this knowledge of the Lord, and
under the divine instruction of the Prince
of Peace, nations and individuals, hi-
therto as savage as the wolf, will lay
aside their ferocity, and cease to devour
those who are as harmless as the fmb,
'Fo impress this upon you more strougly,
I tell you, by another figure, that, at
this happy period, those who have hi-
therto, like the lordly leopard, delighted
in shedding innocent blood, and in op-
pressing others, who, like the sportive
kid, possess not the power either of of-
fence or defence, will not ounly ceasc tq
oppress aud devour, but will become do-
mesticated with those below them in
rank, in power, and in wealth, The
proud and the humble, the strong and
the feeble, the rich and the poor, the
priest and the layman, the warrior and
the peasant, will lay aside their mutual
antipathies, and will form one united
and happy society; they will mingle,
and live, and lie down together. A most
perfect philanthropy and friendship will
be established; and, like the knowledge
of the Lord, from whence it proceeds, it
will cover the whole earth. Natjous and
individuals, though of habits as dissimilar
as the cow and the beur, instead of plun-
dering or waking slaves of each other,
will lay aside all enmity, and dwell toge-
ther as ounc large family of brothers,
having one commen parent, eveu Jeho-
vah.

Still more incredible as it may appear,
in those last days, kings, or men wheo
have ruled as despotically a8 lions among
aniwals, will not only lay aside their fe-
rocious habits, but also those habits of
luxury in which they bave been accys-
tomed to induige. Influcnced by this
divine hknowledge of the lLord, scatinrents
of aniversal benevolence will banish the
love of sensual gratifications; and mnog
ouly subjects, but kings and prisces, will
beeome ** tesperate in all things,” aud
be satisfied with the eimple food that,
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i this improved state of society, will be
thre lot of the labouring man. ‘Thus tke
hion shall eat straw litke the ox ; and luxury,
the parent of want, being banished from
the world, there shall be food enough
and to spare, for a larger population than
has ever yet existed; and every man,
without fear of famine or the sword,
shall sit under his vine and wunder his fig-
tree, and none shall make them afraid.

As religious knowledge will become
universal, and as ‘¢ all men, from the
least to the greatest, will know the
Lord,” those princely religious establish-
ments that, in ages of gross darkness,
have dazzled and kept in awe the vulgar,
will become useless, and laymen -will
cease to be the prey of priests. Not only
will the /anb be secure trom the ferocity
of the wolf, and the kid from the vio-
lence of the leopard ; but even the sucking
child shall pluy on the hole of the asp, and
the weuaned child put his hand on the cocka-
trice’ den. Neither military fame nor
priestly domination will be wanted ; picty
and moral worth will become greatness
and strength; mercy and truth will meet
together ; righteousuess and peace will
kiss each other. 'I'rue religion will su-
persede idolatry; charity occupy the place
of covetousness; and peace on earth and
good-will among men banish war and
crime ;- and the wisdom of this world
will be demonstrated to be foolishness
with God.

The knowledge of the Lord, which is to
produce all these wonderful effects, after
being impeded by a succession of ages of
gross darkuess, shall, ‘¢ in the evening
time,’”” flow with a rapid aund irresistible
current, till it finally cover the ecarth as
completely as the waters cover the bed
of the ocean; overturuiug all thrones
and principalities and powers that shall
attempt to oppose its progress.  The
ages of gross darkuess that are already
past, and those that may yet intervene
before ¢ the evening time, when it shall
be hight,” may lead incounsiderate men
to imagine that the arm of Jehovah is
weakened, and that he either canuot or
will not bring such mighty things to
pass. DBut let those who doubt bear in
mind that, with Jehovah, a thousand
years arc as one day, and one day as a
thousand years. The old heavens and
the old earth—the errors of Judaism
and Paganism, may pass away, as will
all crrors ; bnt the word of Jehovah,
which is truth, cannot fail of i1ts accom-
plishment.  Every thing predicted con-
cerning the DMessiah and his kingdom,
will, at the appointed time, be fulfilled.

T'he prophecies which point, cither
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directly or indirectly, to the sriumph of
the kingdom of the Messiah, are nume-
rous ; but, were there no other thau the
two partlculally alluded to in this letter,
we might safely come to the C(mdusmn,
that before they can receive their com-
pletion, all the existing establishwments,
civil or religious, must either be dis-
solved, or so thoroughly reformed by the
divine Operatlon of the knowledge of the
Lord, or of Christianity, as to be what
[saiah emphatically calls a uew creation,
Such a creation partially took place
upon the promulgation of Christianity,
and during more than two centuries the
honourable distinction of Christians was,
‘¢ See how they love each other!” lu
them, both as regards war and bencvo-
lence the most exteusive, these prophe-
cies received a partial accomplishment :
but, as predicted, a falling away has
taken place, and gross darkness has
covered the earth. [From this it appears
to have been gradually and steadily
emerging during the last four or five
centuries, so as to afford a reasonable
ground of hope, that the knowledge of
the Lord, and this new creatiou, will
cover the earth.

In my next letter I propose cousider-
ing some anticipations of Dr. Hartley,
contained in his Observations on Man,
&c., relating to the period in which we
are now living ; not as matters of curio-
sity or useless speculation, but as atlord-
ing, when taken in connexion with pro-
phecey, valuable practical couunsel to the
present generation. To all, whether na-
tions or individuals, the prophecwb al-
luded to may be regarded as “ profitable
for doctrine, tor upr()of for correction,
for iustructlou in righteousness.” As
the apostle is here speaking of the
Jewish Scriptures, or the law and. the
prophets, for it was these 'I'imothy bhad
learned in his childhood, it is reasouable
to suppose that the prophecies 1 have
quoted, if not speciaily alluded to, were
included in the apostle’s remark.

PHILANTHROPOS.

LPassages fromn the Gentlemu's
Megazine.

1o the Editor.
Sik,

Tne passage which ensues is copied
from the number of the Gentleman's
Magazine published November 1829.

“ We know that many clergymen,
good and excellent men, betray in their
publications ignorance nl the world. In
no instance, and we mean it in no dis-
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respect, is this deficiency more palpable
thau in the hypothesis that union be-
tween  the Catholic and  Protestant
churches would heal all discords and
overcome Unitarianism and Dissent.”’ *#*

‘¢ As to the Unitarians, Hume admits
that there i1s wothing irrational in the
doctrine of a Trinity, and all philoso-
phers know that it is absard to argue a
priori concerning Deity. But this the
Unitarians do; they allegate what is iu-
susceptible of proof, and as they deny
future punishments, the proper mode of
overcoming them is to alarm the fears of
mantkind upon that particular point ; and
1t being impossible to extirpate religion
out of the human mind, it is Zhe only
mode by whick success can be obtained.
The Unitarian says, that the souls of the
wicked are annihiluted after death ; but
matter only is susceptible of decompo-
sition, and who can predicate mortality
where there caunot be decomposition ?”

The anthority of the work in which it
appeared, not the importance of the pas-
sage itself, induced the writer to send
the following note to the Editor of the
Geutleman’s Magazine.

‘¢ Sir,

‘¢ In the number of your work for No-
vember there 18 found an article of re-
view (p. 346), on some stateiments in
which, 1, as one of those who are
thercin misrepresented, claim the privi-
lege to make one or two remarks. It is
not my intention to follow the writer
through the inconsequential triin of ob-
servation in which he induiges, but to
tell him, that however much knowledee
he may arrogate to himself, he is either
profoundly ignorant or bad-intentioned
in relation to the subject on which he
has undertaken to instruct others. He
commences with charging the Unitarians
with arguing & priori concerning Deity—
which is untrue ; he proceeds to assert
that they allegate what is iususceptible
of proof — which i3 assertion without
cvidence; and he closes his misvepre-
sentations by affirming that they deny
future punishment, and hold that the
souls of the wicked are annihilated after
death—which is also untrue.

““ 1 do not undertake, Mr. Editor, to
aftirm, that no one of those who are
known by the name of Unitarian Chris-
tians has entertained any of these mno-
tions; but I can truly say, that though
my acquaintance with Unitarians is ex-
tensive | Anow not one person who holds
the errors ascribed by yourself or your
avent to the whole body 3 while 1 do

most solemnly declare that the aleged
opinions forin no part of the Unisarian
doctrines—are not received by the Uni-
tarians as a body—mnor by auny counsidera-
ble part. You will, I hope, as an act of
justice to a misrepresented body of
Christians, give these remarks insertion,
if possible, in your forthcoming number,
and oblige
““ Your humble servant,
“JOHN R. BEARD,
Unitarian Miunister.

““ Manchester, Nov.9,1829.”

The njury was public—so ought the
reparation to have becn ; but the ouly
notice taken ot the above letter, which
notice wantonly adds to the misrepre-
sentations complaived of, is the follow-
iug, copied from the ¢ Minor Correspon-
dence’” in the nuinber published March
Ist:

““ We have communicated Mr. Beard’s
letter to the writer of the article com-
plained of; and his answer is as follows :
Mr. Beard had certainly no idca of meet-
g with a razor iu the critic, a ‘I'rinita-
rian clergyman of the Church of Eun-
gland. The latter is bound by the canons
and lis ordination vow to support the doc-
trine of the Clurc/i to which he belougs;
and that doctrive is, that unless Christ
be God as well as mau, the atonement is
not efficacious. T'he main poiut of Mr.
Beard’s letter is a denial that the Unita-
rians argue A& priori concerning Deity ;
but how is it possible tor them to im-
pugn the doctrine of a Trinity without
predicating, that there cannot be a Iri-
une Deity, the possibility of which even
Hume admits > As to other points of his
letter, many clergymen are of opinion
(and not without reason) that Unitarian-
tsm tempts its followers to commit the sin
against the Holy Ghost; and therefore is
the most pernicious form of Dissent.
Concerning  the nsuwlts in Mr. Beard’s
letter, the clergy every day meet with
rampant secturies of all kinds, and if they
know their duty, only pray for the con-
version of them ir common with Jews,
1'urks, infidels, and heretics.’’

The reader is left to make his own
reflections.

J. R. B.

On Public ¥ orship.
To the Editor.
SIR,
Prrnaps some of vour able corre-

spondents would have no objection to
discuss the right aud the wrong, the
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measure of Christian and unchristian
feeliug, which pervades our generally
confused notions respecting the separa-
tion of an order of men for the purposes
of conducting Christian worship in a
congregation ? It appears to me that
when this subject has been treated, it
has generally been with reference to the
minister and not to the people. It has
been spoken of as if the grand point was,
that the one who leads should be emi-
nently qualified, while it has been for-
gotten that if the office were really
shared by many in a congregation, the
qualifications now centred iu one, pro-
bably would be diffused over a larger

number, and worldly thoughts and
worldly habits might receive a great
check.

Professing myself to have only come
to the conclusion that ‘“much may be
said on both sides,”’ I will subscribe my-
self

AN OBSERVER.

On the Character of Mohammed.

To the Editor.
SIR,

So little is known of Mohammed by
European Christians, that he is usually
stigmatized as an Impostor, and the
KorAN, the book which is accounted sa-
cred amongst the followers of the pro-
plet, is by those who are totally ignorant
of its contents reviled as a farrago of
gross absurdities.

Without considering the age and the
country in which he resided, without
investigating his laudable efforts to con-
vert the idolatrous people around him
from their superstitious practices, with-
out regavding the piety he inculcated, and
the moral precepts he held forth, as es-
sential to the happiness of society in the
present life, and to eternal happiness in
the world to come; the pulpit and the
press have combined in reviling him for
his aspiring to a predominance which
his persecutors stimulated him to at-
tempt in his self-defence.

Not content with calling his ardent
zeal fanaticism, Christians in general
have numbered him amongst the chief
entmics of Christianity.

Relying on that liberality of senti-
ment which your periodical publication
displays, 1 request your ;:ermission to
offer my opinion that Mohammed was a
CurisTIAN, and that from his zealously
inculcating the doctrine of the Diving
Unrry, he conciliated the minds
many Jews, and found zcalous adhe-

of
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rents amongst those Unitarian Chris-
tians who sought refuge in 4sia and
Africa during the turbulent scenes be-
tween the ArRIANS and ‘TRINITARIANS in
the reign of Constantine.

Mohammed assents to both the Old
and New Testameuts, merely stating
that neither Jews uor Christians had
preserved their Scriptures free from in-
terpolation.

Ignorance and bigotry have been fos-
tered for ages, and the Monkisk crusades
excited an antipathy between those who
were marshalled uunder the baununer of
the c¢ross, and those who assembled a-
round the banner of the crescent.

From the accordance between the New
T'estament and the Koran relative to the
DivINE UNITY, piety to Goo, and bene-
volence to mankind, Christians and Mo-
hammedans might have lived together in
harmouy.

Many a fiction relative to Mokammed
has been invented to supply matter for a
Canterbury Tale, and possibly some of
vour readers may have believed the re-
ligion of Mohammed to be a persecuting
rehglon.

Is it rational and equitable to impute
to the religion of Jesus Christ all the
irratiopal and inequitable conduct of
some professors of Christianity 7 And
by parity of reasoning we ought not to
1mpute to the religion inculcated by Afo-
hammed, any part of the conduct of its
professow which is coutrary and in-
consistent with the injunctious aud pre-
cepts of the Koran.

The Koran says, ¢ Let there be no
violence in religion.”” 'This gives no
sanction to that spirit of domination
falsely called religious. Again, ¢¢ Fight
Jor the religion of Gop against those who
Sight against you, but transgress not by
attacking them first, for Gop lvveth not
the transgressor.”

Although the latter quotation differs
materially from the admonition of Jesus
Christ, that when smote on one cheek
we should turn the other also, your
rcaders will be aware that very few
Christians have cultivated the spirit of
forbearance recommended iu the GospEl,
and that there are very few pages in
Ecclesiastical History which do not cvi-
deuce a deficiency in that degree of mo-
deration which the KoraN enjoins.

Not only hierarchies against sccts, but
scctariaus against each other, from the
time of Athanastus to the commotions at
Ulster—who have conformed even to the
injunction of the Arabian Prophet?

Although burning at the stake s no
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longev common, there still remain pre-
Libitions and gectments, and «nnoying, al-
though imyotent, denunciations of elernal
misery, on account of conscientious dif-
teretuces in  opivious called religious.
The reign of Kiug George the KFourth
will be ever-memorable to the advocates
for religious liberty, and from the sigas
of the times we are induced to infer that
the children of Israel will be emanci-
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pated as well as the Romam Catholics ;
that a mmosque will be erected for the
accommodation of the Mohammedans
who sojourm amongst us, and that io
this land of freedomw all men wiil be
encouraged to worship the Supreme Di1-
VINE BEING agreeably to their own pious
sentiments.
A CHRISTIAN MOSLEM.

OBITUARY.

MRSs. FRANCEsS SHEPHERD.

1829. Nov. 17, at Gateacre, near Li-
verpool, FRaANCES, wife of the Rev. W,
SHEPHERD,

"T'he retiring modesty which so peculiar-
ly characterized this lady, might seem to
render unappropriate auy further notice
to the public, than the simple announce-
ment of her decease, were it uot for the
consideration that, amongst the readers
of this work, there must be wany to
whom she was personally known ; and
no swall number who, in their boyhood,
bave experienced, under the roof of her
husband, a large portion of ber almost
maternal care; to such this little tribute
will not be uninteresting, as recalliug
the memory of a kind and valued friend.

Mrs. Shepherd possessed an excellent
understanding, which had been well cul-
tivated by reading; but her singujar
modesty of characrer led her to be so
mmuch more frequently a listener than a
speaker, that none, except her most in-
tumate friends, could fully appreciate the
extent of her information, the correct-
ness of her sense, and the soundness of
lier judgment. She well exemplified
those beautiful characters of Christian
charity, ¢ she seeketh not her own, is
not casily provoked, thinketh no evil,”
for it would have becu difficult to select
aun equally perfect example of disinterest-
cdness, gentle milduess, and candour.

From a life of happy and active use-
fuluess she was removed with only so
long an illness as to afford to the affec-
tionate friemds who had the melaucholy
privilege of attending npon her last mo-
ments, an opportunity of exhibiting to-
wards her sowmwe portion of that tender
care and assiduity which she had so fre-
quently bestowed upown others.

T'o the faithful partaer with whom
she had passed thirty-seven ycears in un-

interrupted harmony and unclouded hap-
piness, her loss is irreparable ; and it is
deceply lamented by all who were fa-
voured with her intimacy and friendship;
whilst, by her domestics and the neigh-
bouring poor, it is deplored like that of a
mother.

If posthumous fame can ever be ac-
counted a reasonable object of human
ambition, it must surely be when it as-
sumes this form. The hope of being cn-
shrined in the hearts of those who knew
us best, is not only soothing to the an-
guish of departing friendship, but ani-
mating also, as being linked with that
better part of oor nature which aloue
survives, when all besides shall have
perished and been forgotten.

Miss Louisa HAwWKES.

December 21, aged 22, Louisa, the
only daughter of the Rev.James HAwkEs,
of Nantwich. 'Though cut off in the
spring-time of life, the deceased had an-
ticipated much of the auxiety and aflic-
tion that is generally reserved for a more
advanced period. To the trials incident
to the long illuess and subsequent death
of her mother, whose place she was
called upon to supply at that early pe-
riod when females generally depend on
a mother’s advice and Jdirection, suc-
ceeded that of her own very long aund
very painful sickpess. Io her case tbe
salutary influence of affliction was most
pleasiugly maunifested ; and her friends,
while they deeply sympathized with her
in her illness, which was unwusually try-
ing from the want of the soothing effect
of a mother’s or a sister’'s affectionate
attentions, long indulged the hope that
she would enjoy a rich recompence for
her sufferings in the exercise of those
virtues which were the fruit ot her happy
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improvement of it. When, however,
they were fondly hoping that the quali-
ties which she displayed, those gentler
virtues which often flourish under the
softening influence of affliction, united as
they happily were with a thoughtfulness
aud strength of character uncommon 1in
one so yonng, were to adorn various re-
lations of lite which she would after-
wards be called upon to fill, her disorder
began to assume a fatal character, and a
rapid decline soon put an end to all their
hopes. Under this and the like disap-
pointments, how invaluable do we find
the possession of the gospel! How
thanktul ought we to be for the light and
cousolation which 1t affords! For it
assures the mournpers, though the tomb
is closed upon their friend, that she is
uvot lost to them for cver—though she
has uot reaped her reward in this life, a
richer is reserved for her in heaven.
R, S.

MRr. JoniNn DENDY.

Jan. 24, at 7Tower Hill, near Horsham,
Mr. JouN DENDY, in the 36th year of
his age. He was the eldest son of the
late Rev. John Dendy, who was for many
years pastor of the Unitarian General
Baptist congregation in that town. The
deceased was suddenly called away, when
prospects of increasing usefuluess were
opening to him. About four months ago
he accepted the office of deacon in the
church over which his respected father
so long and usefully presided, and his
friecnds were fondly auticipating the ad -
vantages to our common cause likely to
result from that zeal and prudence of
which his prior conduct gave an ample
pledge.  But true it is, that we know
not what shall be on the morrow. The
Sovercign Arbiter of life and death saw
fit in his wisc and inscrutable counsels
to disappoint our hopes; and an illness
of a few days deprived us ot an upright
and highly respected friend. Few wudivi-
duals have enjoyed more general esteem
than the subject of this briet memoir ;
and at his iuterment, which took place
in the burying-ground belonging to the
chapel, after an appropriate discour:e by
the Rev. Robert Ashdowne, from James
iv. 14, Churchmen and Dissenters were
seen mingling together, equally eager in
paving the last tribute of respect to the
exemplary virtue of their lamented friend
and neighbour. DMay bis sorrowing wi-
dow iu her affliction gather consolation
trom the hope, which Christianity in-
spires, of the reanion of virtuous fricuds

in happier aud brighter worlds above

Obituury.—Myr. Dendy.—Mr. Bowles.

and may the fatherless son be preserved
to become the stay and comfort of her
future years, by displaying to her ad-
miring gaze those virtues which eudear
to her the memory of her departed part-
ner in life !

Mgr. BoOwLES,

7, York Place, City Road,
SIR, Jan. 12, 1830.

I HEARD with sincere regret of the
death of my highly esteemed friend, Mr.
BowLEs, of Yarmoutr; and although 1
think it not wise to encumber the pages
of the Repository with long biographical
notices of 1indiriduals who are littie
known to fortune or to fame, yet where
the character and couduct of a deceased
friend may afford his survivors, and es-
pecially the younger part of them, a
useful lessoun, such opportunities of doing
good ought uot to be ucglected. And
this was pre-eminently the case with
regard to Mr. Bowles’s lJife. 1t affords
the example of a man brought up from
his childhood in a profession which is
generally regarded as the most unfavour-
able to the cultivation of religious prin-
ciple, yet regulating his conduct by an
undeviating adherence to it, making re-
ligion a subject of constant attention and
serious inquiry, and having, as the rve-
sult of such inquiry, adopted the most
unpopular creed of the present time,
voluntarily, openly, and constantly as-
sociating himself with its professors,
subduing by the integrity of his character
the prejudices which existed against
borh the professions to which he, at dit-
ferent periods of his life, belonged ;5 and,
in fine, affording an example that to no
situation in life is denied the power of
commanding the respect, the coufidence,
the friendship, of those whose good opi-
nion 18 worth possessing.

Mr. Heury Bowles was born in De-
vonshire 1n the year 1773. His father,
who was the manager of a company of
comedians in that county, and who des -
tined his son for his own profession,
gave him the advantage of an excellent
classical education, which he afterwards
mnproved by diligent and close study.
In the year 1800, Mr. Bowles joincd
the Norwich company, in which for ten
years he played what is called the first
business in tragedy and comedy, and he
always continued to cherish that love for
the drama, long after he had quitted the
stage, which every man of taste must
feel.  His acting was marked by sound
judgment, a careful and critical swudy ot
his author,; and, for the most part, by a
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just and faithful portraiture of the cha-
racter he had to represent. 1 used to
think him most happy in the persona-
tion of the heroes of ancient Rome, and
of these particularly Brutus, Coriolanus,
and Cato. To this line of characters he
had to add the very opposite one of
genteel comedy, and those who knew
him only of late years would scarcely
believe that ever he could have attempted
Ranger, or Charles Surface, and still
less that his attempt was a successful
one. If his representation of these cbha-
racters wanted some of the exuberant
flow of animal spirits which their per-
fect delineation would demand, it never
degenerated into the noisy, valgar exhi-
bition which has sometimes been made
of them.

It was in 1800, immediately after Mr.
Bowles’s joining the Norwich company,
that my acquaintauce with him com-
menced. We had then only one kindred
feeling—the love of music. This brought
us regularly into coutact every week,
aud thus was laid the fouudatiou of a
friendship which death alone has ended.
Though he came to Norwich a perfect
stranger, Mr. Bowles’s gentlemanly man-
ners, correct conduct, and mental cnlti-
vation, soon procured for him an intro-
duction into some of the best society
that the city afforded, and the friendship
of some of its most accomplished and
respectable inhabitants. 1 believe 1t was
by accident that he first attended the
Octagon Chapel. The subject of reli-
gion had, previously to this, uever beeun
discussed by us, as 1T kuew him to be a
regular and [ believed a conscientious
and satisfied worshiper at the Established
Church. [ wmow found that he had long
been among the number of those who
had been troubled with doubts and mis-
givings as to the agreementof her creeds
and articles with the teachings of Christ
and his apostles. My friend was nota
man to take up or lay down auny opiunion
hastily. He applied himself closely to
the investigation of the subject, and the
issue was his firm  conviction of the
identity of Unitarianisin with scriptural
Christianity. Having come to this cou-
clusion, he hesitated not to make an
open avowal of his convictions by re-
gularly attending twice in the day upon
Unitarian worship in whatever town his
professional duties placed him. Nor, to
the bert of my knowledge, did this ho-
nourable conduct cause himm the loss of
any of his former friends. 1 continued,
after that time, to mect him at the
houses of several clergymen and mem-~
bers of the Church of England with
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whom he had been previously accustom-
ed to visit.

During the last two or three years of
his belonging to the Norwich company
he was appointed by Mr. Wilkins (the
patentee) 1o the troublesome office of
stage-manager, the additional emolu-
ment of which scarcely compensated for
the irksome and unthankful task of re-
conciling the jarring claims of the va-
rious candidates for public favour. To
the profession of an actor he had, for
some time, shewed a growing dislike ;
at length he determined to quit it alto-
gether, and, by the advice of his friends,
to undertake one for which he was emi.-
nently ftted, that of a school-master.
He took his leave of the stage before
the largest and probably the most re-
spectable audience that ever filled the
Norwich Theatre. There was no pre-
vious instance of such a receipt as on
that night. Persons of the highest rank
and consideration in the city seemed
anxious to testify their regard for a man
who had no claim to their notice save
what his own high character and uni-
form good conduct had earned. To the
art of benefit-making he was a total
stranger, and never mixed with the va-
rious convivial companies i which pro-
vincial and even metropolitan actors find
it their interest to as<ociate. They were
no company for each other. Hence
there was no party got up on this occa-
sion, no cauvasing or scheming to get a
house. It was the spontaneous and ho-
nourable testimouy of a numerous com-
munity to the private worth of an iudi-
vidual.

It happenced that at this time the small
congregation of Filby, a village in the
neighbourhood of Yarmouth, was with-
out a minister, aud Mr. Bowles, having
detevrmined to fix his residence at that
town, consented to supply the vacancy.
His connexion with this society continued
till his death. At Yarmouth, being one
of the towns in the Norwich theatrical
circuit, he was almost as well known asg
at Norwich, and his school opened with
very flattering prospects. His modest,
unobtrusive habits, and his uatter con-
tempt of all quackery and puffing, pre-
vented his enjoying that measure of pub-
lic support to which he was so well
entitled ; and among his Unitarian bre-
thren he was almost unknown. He
never visited Loundon but once in his
life, and for the last thirty years he
scarcely ever wandered beyond Norfolk
and Suffolk. His whole mind was given
to the performance of his duties, and to
thrust himself into public notice he was



278

perhaps too much averse. Year after
year his pupils were rising to the highest
honours that Cambridge could bestow ;
but these were facts which his friends
heard oply incidentally, and the public
never. 'They are sufficient to stamp his
character as a scholar and a mathema-
tician. :

As his duties at Filby occupied only
one part of the Sunday, Mr. Bowles was
accustomed to attend on the ministry of
Mr. Beyren at Yarmouth during the
other part; and the infirmities of age
having rendered it uvecessary for that
gentleman to procure some assistance in
his pulpit services, Mr. Bowles most
kindly and generously undertook half the
duty, declining at the same time to ac-
cept any part of Mr. Beynon’s salary.
This he did for many years, very much
to the advantage of the congregation. in
the last letter which I had from him,
(dated Dec. 10, 1829,) he says, ‘1 am
happy to say that my evening lectures
have been well attended; 1 trust they
bave been instrumental in keeping alive
some atteution to the principles of Uni-
tarianism. You know I am but a volun-
teer here, yet if 1 can serve the cause I
love I am content.’’

Intelligence.— Hull Sunday-School Meeting .

Hisend was equally suddenand serene.
He had complained of some slight indis-
position, and had retired, rather early,

‘to rest. He soou fell into a sleep, and

from that sleep he never awoke.

This brief and imperfect sketch of Mr,
Bowles’s life and character will not, 1
trust, be wholly without its use. It will
gerve to give his brethren in the ministry
some knowledge of one who, though vot
educated among them, and destined du-
ring the early part of his life to move in
a very different orbit to theirs, was wor-
thy, if purity and singleness of heart,
undeviating rectitude, unwearied dili-
gevoce, added to the aceomplishments of
a scholar and the acquirements of a the-
ologian, are among the characteristics of
a Christian Minister, to take no mean
rank among them. It will also animate
the timid to an honest and fearless pro-
fession of what they believe to be the
truth, by shewing that such profession,
accompanied by corresponding consis-
tency of conduct, will not fail to silence
the sneers of the worldly or the scorn of
the bigot, and to ensure the cordial ad-
miration of the enlightened and honest
part of society.

EDWARD TAYLOR.

INTELLIGENCE.

Hull Sunday-School Meeting .

ON Tuesday, Dec. 29th, the Anniver-
sary of the Bowl-Alley Lane Sunday-
School, in this town, was commemorated
in the following manner: in the after-
noon the children of the school, after
assembling in the chapel and hearing a
simple address from the minister, were
regaled with tea ; and on their dismissal,
the friends of the Sunday-school, and
members of the congregation and others,
to the number of eighty persons, sat
down to a social tea-table at six o’clock.
The evening was spent in friendly re-
ligious intercourse. Sentiments cou-
nected with the cause of religious edu-
cation and Unitarian Christianity were
passed, in proposing which, a variety of
animated addresses were made to the
meeting. 'The company separated at
nine o’clock, conclnding their meeting
with singing and prayer; and apparently
upder the unanimous feeling of satisfac-
tion in the employments of the evening,

and of hope that this might be only the
first of many such commemorations.

I beg leave, Mr. Editor, to record our
meeting among the similar articles of
pleasing religious iotelligence, which 1
observe, 1 think, with increasing fre-
quency, and never without sincere satis-
faction, in your interesting pages. We
derived the idea of our recent meeting
from the similar Sunday-school comme-
morations which have been held for se-
veral years at York and at Welburn,
with much pleasure and improvement to
those who have engaged in them. My
own conviction of their utility is strength-
ened by every additional opportunity [
have enjoyed of attending such meet-
ings; and if that conviction had ever
wavered, it would, I think, have been
immeoveably fixed by the scenes of last
Tuesday. Nevwer could a meeting have
been distinguished by more harmeonious
and social religious fecling, nor, I thiuk
I may venture to say, by a more truly
Christian spirit. The high and the low,
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the richestand the poorest, met together.
The immediate object was the comme-
moration of a Sunday-school. The ckil-
dren were made sensible of the benevo-
lence of their teachers and friends, by
an innocent indulgence suvitable to the
festive season. 'The bdenefactors were
gratified by the sight of the happiness
they were promoting. The teachers met
together and encouraged one another in
their good undertaking. The supporters
of the school supplied their countenance
and encouragement to the laudable efforts
of their young friends who give their
gratuitous services as teachers. Thus an
interest in the sciool! was quickened and
spread. Then the friends of education
remembered their other bonds of union
as memwbers of a Christian society. They
were glad of the occasion to eat together
as fellow-members one of another, in
the same spirit in which they rejoice to
forget the distinctions of rank and out-
ward condition, when they worship to-
gether as fellow-mortals and fellow-
christians. They felt at the same time
their individual interest in the cause of
religious truth and purity in the world at
large, and by the detail of various facts
relating to the progress of Unitarian
Christianity in places nearer or more re-
mote, reminded one another of the an-
ticipations which they ought to form,
and upoun which they ought to act ac-
cording to their several ability, respect-
ing the future destiny of pure and unde-
filed religion.

The presence of several persons be-
longing to other denominations of Chris-
tians is not the least pleasing part of my
history. We were grateful to them for
their demonstration of Christian libera-
lity and kindness; and they required no
apology for our expression of interest in
our own religious principles, while they
joined hearts and voices in our song of
religions joy, and prayed with us for the
heavenly blessing.

I firmly believe (aud it is under this
conviction that I wish, Sir, to claim a
portion of your pages), that occasions
and methods similar to that I have de-
scribed, are those to which we must
look, In a very great degree, for the
promotion of a spirit of effective co-ope-
ration and fervent zeal in our churches,
and also, to no small extent, for the re-
vival and iucrease of geunuine aud prac-
tical and social religious principle in our
individual bosoms.

EDWARD HIGGINSON, Jun.

Hull, Jun. 15t, 1830.
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Ordination of Mr. J. C. Means.

ON Friday, January 1, 1830, Mr. J.C.
Means was settled as pastor of the
White’s-Alley General Baptist Church,
meeting lately on Sunday afternoon in
Worship Street, Bishopsgate Street, but
now removed to Trinity Place, Trinity
Street, Blackman Street, Borough.

The public service was introduced by
the Rev. J. S. Porter, of Carter Lane,
who read the Scriptures; the Rev. D.
Davison, of the Old Jewry Chapel, Jewin
Street, conducted the devotional service
after which the Rev. B. Mardoen, of Wor-
ship Street, delivered a most excellent
and masterly discourse, On the wisdom
which comelh from above, from James ih.
17. The service was concluded by a
very animated and impressive discourse,
on the various offices in the church ap-
pointed by Jesus Christ, from Ephesians
iv. 11, 12, by the Rev. R. Aspland, of
Hackney. Several of the ministers resi-
dent in and near London were among the
aadience.-

New Unitarian Chapel, Norwich.

ON the 14th of March a new chapel
for Unitarian worship was opened .ia St.
Audrew’s, Broad Street, at Norwich, by
the Rev. B. Mardon. It was well at-
tended in the morning, afternoon, and
evening, and on each occasion that gen-
tleman delivered an excellent and im-
pressive discourse to a highly respectable
congregation,

Boston Unitarian Congregation.

Tne Unitarian Congregation at Bos-
ton have presented their late minister,
the Rev. George Lee, of Lancaster, with
a copy of Dr. Lardoer’s Works, accom-
panied by the following note :

REV. AND DEAR SIR,

I have much pleasure in being made
the organ of your late congregation, in
presenting you with a copy of Dr. Lard-
ner’s Works, as a small tribute of affec-
tion, gratitude, and esteem, for the abi-
lity, zeal, and fidelity, with which you
performed your ministerialduties amougst
us; and for the exemplary manner in
which the virtues and spirlt of the gospel
were exhibited in your life and conversa-
tion; and also for the earnestness with
which you, on all occasions, endeavoured
to promote the great cause of civil and
religious liberty. ‘That yoa may long
live to enjoy prosperity, health, and
happiness, and be eminently ascful in
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the Christian church, is the earnest wish
of
’ Rev. and dear Sir,
Yours truly,
CHARLES WRIGHT.

To the Rev. George Lee,

Lancaster,
My DEAR SIR, Feb. 25, 1830.

I hasten, through you, to return my
most sincere thauks to the Committee of
the Boston Unitarian Congregation, for
the elegant and useful set of books 1
have just received from you, on their
behalf, and for the very flattering note
which accompanies their present.

| cannot but attribute to the kind par-
tialitv of my friends the very complimen-
tary terms in which they speak of my
late ministry among them ; but as a
token of their affectionate regard, aud as
a testimomy to the sincerity of my la-
bours, I counfess it has been, in no small
degree, gratifying to my mind, and 1
shall feel it as an increased motive to
perseverance aud greater diligence in
that course which has earned for me
their kind approbation.

Boston possesses many claims upon
my grateful remembrance. As the place
of my first settlement in life, and where
much of my e¢xperience and knowledge
of the world has been acquired, I can
never think of my residence there with-
out emotions of deep interest ; and the
indulgence and forbearance 1 uniformly
experienced would render it impossible
for me ever to forget my respected
fricnds of that place, did not the last
and uunexpected instance of their Kind.
ness fix upon me a debt of gratitude,
which 1 should hold it culpable, in the
highest degree, to suffer to be oblite-
rated.

I consider it the happiness of my life
to have been called to labour in the
cause of rational religion, and to raise
my voice, feeble though it is, in favour
of those all-important truths which are
calculated to advance the dignity and in-
dependence of man, and to vindicate his
claims to similitude with his Maker.
A more suitable gift could not have becen
made than a copy of the works of Dr.
Lardner, one who was devoted to the
samme cause, without regard to worldly
emolument, or to the friendship of meun;
and whenever 1 cast my eye upou these
volumes, and think in what manuer |
became possesscd of them, I shall feel
admonished not to relax in my vigorous
efforts, but to cxpend all the energies
that God has given me in promoting the

moral aud religious improvemeut of my
fellow-creatures.

I beg you again, my dear Sir, to assure
my late flock, that though separated
from them by distance of place, I am
often with them in thought, and call to
mind the great happiness I derived from
their society ; and I shall often breathe a
prayer to the Father of mercies for their
welfare, both here aud hAereufter, that
they may continually improve in Chris-
tian holiness, and be my crown of re-
joicing in the solemun day of judgment.

I remain, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
GEORGE LEE.
To Mr. Charles I right, Boston.

The Rew. John Watson and the Con-
gregation of Greyabbey.

THais case, which so deeply excited
the sympathies of liberal men of all per-
suasions, has taken a turn that was little
expected either by them or their oppo-
nents. We insert a short summary of
the facts which have transpired since
the time to which our last account came
down. On the greater part of these oc-
currences, cominent would be super-
fluous.

It will be recollected that, in his
speech at Belfast detailing the injuries
inflicted on Mr. Watson and his congre-
gation, the Rev. Heury Montgomery
stated it as his opinion that Mr. Mont-
gomery, of Rosemount, ¢ had been
duped ; bad received false information;”’
and especially, that some unauthorized
person had forwavded to him, in the
vame of the Presbytery of Bangor, a
request to take those steps which he af--
terwards did for dispossessing the people
of their place of worship. This coujec-
ture (it was no more than a conjecture
at the time) has been found to be cor-
rect. At the meeting of the Syunodical
Presbytery of Baungor, held at Greyabbey
on the 27th of January, immediately
before the exclusion of Mr. Watson from
his pulpit—it was resolved, that preach-
ing should be supplied to such members
of his copgregation as were dissatisfied
with their minister. It was proposed
that Mr. Mountgomery, of Rosemount,
should be requested to give the house to
the Synodical party ; but some members
of Piesbytery, who have mnot vet dis-
carded all sense of common decency,
scouted the idca, and it was promptly
rejected.  Will it be believed, however,
that after the Presbytery had separated,
five ministers, who remained behind the
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rest, drew up and transmitted to the
landlord a letter, commenciug, * In the
name of the Presbytery of Bangor,”” and
coptaining, in a different form no doubt,
but still in a form well calculated to mis-
lead their correspondent, the very same
request which the Presbytery that very
morning had indignantly refused to sanc-
tion ? They did so, however ; perhaps
under the influence of the Rev. Henry
Cooke,whose name, though he be a mem-
ber of another Presbytery, appears io the
very front of their phalanx. We present
our readers with a copy of this document .

““ Greyabbey, Jan. 27, 1830.
¢ Sir,

‘“ In the name of the Prcsbytery of
Bangor, assembled here this day, we beg
to return you our best thanks for your
periission to transact our business iu
the Meeting-house ; but as at the time
your permission was communicated, the
Presbytery had retired under a vote of
the majority, and as at the time the bu-
siness had been nearly concluded, they
terminated their business without doors,
So far we speak in the name of the Pres-
bytery. In what follows, the under-
signed beg to speak iu their own.

““ The congregation of Greyabbey was
erected in 1736 ; and the minister, Mr.
Cochrane, was an orthodox minister, as
was the congregation. Of the interme-
diate ministers we need not speak; but
as Mr. Watson, a licentiate of the Pres-
bytery of Dromore, must have signed the
Westminster Confession of Faith, there
can be no question that he entered the
congregation as an orthodox miaister.
Now that Mr. Watson has been pleased
to avow Arian sentiments, and connect
himself with a body of avowed Arians,
you are aware that a large proportion of
the congregation have Dbeen forced to
withdraw from his ministry. Nearly oue
hundred seat-holders have applied to us
for preaching, and we have accordingly
appointed some of our members to sup-
ply them each succeeding Lord's-day.
We therefore beg leave, respectfully, to
request your countenance in retaining
the ariginal right of the orthodox mem-
bers of the congregation to the use of
the Meeting-house, which their fathers
received as an orthodox people, and for
an orthodox minister, under the patron-
age of your ancestors-

‘““ ' The affairs of our Presbytery have
detained us to so late an hour, that we
have not been able to cffect our original
design of sending a deputation of our
brethren to wait upon you in person.

VOI., 1V. X

¢ We have the honour to be, Sir, your
obedicut servants,
¢ (Signed,)
“ H. CookeE,
“ JAMES MORGAN,
¢“ JAMES TEMPLETON,
‘“ GEORGE BELLIS,
‘““ ALEXANDER HENDERSON,
“ JouN MACAULEY.

““ To William Montgaomery, Esq.”’

This is beyond all question an extra-
ordinary epistle. Its truth aud courtesy
are upon a par.

The writers commence, ¢ In the name
of the Presbytery of Bangor,” &c. The
Presbytery never gave them any authority
to write to Mr. Montgomery ; not even
to retuvn thanks. Their assurance in
adopting this style was the more re-
markable, as a motion proposing to give
them an authority for that purpose had
been made and 1ejected.

““ In what follows, the undersigned beg
leave to speak in their own name.”” This
may be very true, but is not coonsistent
with the language which they afterwards
employ, when they say, ¢ nearly one
Mhendred individuals have applied to us.”’
No application had been made to these
gentlemen individually ;3 but ninety-seven
persons had, under the influence of med-
dling ministers, and tyrannical landlords,
applied to the Presbytery of Bangor: and
of this Mr. Montgomery, of Rosemount,
was well aware. Their letter could only
lead him to regard them as the accredited
agents of the Presbytery. See to the
same effect the last paragraph: ‘¢ The
affairs of our Presbytery have detaiuved
us till so late an hour, that we have pot
been able to effect our original design of
sending a deputation of our brethren to
wait upon you in person.’”” Does not this
convey a hint that the persous so ad-
dressing Mr. M. were authorized to con-
fer with him by letter > But all doubt as
to the construction of this document
must have been removed from Mr. Mont-
gomery's mind, cn reading what they
state about supplies of preaching : ‘¢ We
have appointed some of OUR members to
supply them each succeeding Lord s-day.’’
Here the writers unquestionably identify
themselves with the body by which the
supplies were appointed ; that 18, with
the Presbytery of Bangor.

The most moderate interpretation
which their expressions will bear, a-
mounts to this; that the Presbytery had
put them forward to say or do something
which, for some reason or other, the
body did not choose publicly to do or say
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itself: an interpretation which conveyed
an impression altogether false, and likely
to lead Mr. Montgomery into important
€rror.

But the truth is, that Mr. Montgomery
never dreamed that this letter was any
other than a letter from the Presbytery
of ‘Bangor. As such he shewed it to his
friends, and as such he quoted it in his
proclamations affixed to the door of the
meeting-house,

The writers continue: ¢ Mr. Cochrane
was an orthodoxr minister, and so was the
congregation.’”” It would be no easy mat-
ter to tell how they have been able to
ascertain this fact. Persons who ought
to know something of the matter have
expressly denied it. ‘¢ Of the intermediate
ministers we need not speak.’”” Does not
this imply that they were known to be
what these gentlemen call orthodox ?
Now the iutermediate ministers of Grey-
abbey were two—Doctor Stevenson and
the Rev. James Porter. Doctor Steven-
son is still living, and is, we believe, a
regular attendant at the Rev. Dr. Bruce’s
congregation in Belfast ; consequently,
in the phraseolugy of the letter-writers,
not orthodox. The unfortunate Mr,
Porter perished by sentence of a court-
martial for an alleged participation in
the attempt to revolutionize Ireland in
1798 ; but his son, now Attorney-Gene-
ral to the State of New York, and many
friends, both lay and clerical, who still
survive, can testify that he was decided-
ly and zealously anti-calvinistic, both in
his private conversations and public
preaching. So much for the interme-
diate ministers of whom Messrs. Cooke
and Morgan did not think it necessary to
speak.

“But as Mr. Hatson, a licentiate of
the Presbytery of Dromore, must have
signed the FWestminster Confession of
Faith, there can be no question that he
entered the congregation as an orthodox
minister.’”” We have here a specimen of
logical reasoning equal to the foregoing
instance of historical accuracy. Mr.
Watson, when he first commenced
preaching, was orthodox ; therefore there
can be no doubt that he eutered Grey-
abbey congregation as an orthodox mi-
nister ! What, can a man never change
his opinions then? According to their
own shewing, Mr. Watson has done so
gince his ordination. What prevented him
from doing 80 previously? To take a
paralle]l case—Mr. Belsham was ortho-
dox (we must use this jargon) when he
first came out as a preacher, therefore
there can be no doubt that he entered

Essex Street as an orthodox minister !
How convenient a mode of coming to
any conclusion that may be desirable is
this! Or, if we may remind these reve-
rend reasoners of an instance nearer
home, the Rev, David Watson, the mi-
nister of Clough, was, like his brother,
licensed to preach by the Presbytery of
Dromore, and, therefore, he too must
have signed the Westminster Confession
of Faith; and, therefore, (argal again,)
he must have entered the congregation
of Clough as an orthodox minister. If
this testimony to his religious character
be of any use to that gentleman, he
ought to feel greatly obliged to the au-
thors of this letter,—his brother’s bit-
ter persecutors, and, in some measure,
his own,—who have so kiudly accorded
it and authenticated it under their hands.
If their argument be good for any thing,
their pertinacious and unlawful opposi-
tion to his settlement in the congregation
of Clough was a piece of the most gra-
tuitous malignity.

But, aftexr all, what is this signature
to the Westminster Confession of Faith,
which so wonderfully proves the ortho-
doxy of miuisters, not ounly at the time
of signing, but for years afterwards >—
No person can exactly tell. Different
formulas prevailed at different times, aud
in different Presbyteries; but we happen
to know that the one which was long
employed in the Presbytery of Dromore
was to this ecffect: ¢ 1 believe and sub-
scribe the doctrines contained in the Hest-
minster Confession of Faith, so far as they
are agreeable to the Word of God, inter-
preted by right reason.’” Let any person
read these expressions over again and
see whether any form can be more vague
and unmeaning. A man might, without
any breach of veracity, subscribe this
declaration, and the next moment de-
clare that he did not believe a single
docurine im the whole creed. ‘There
does not exist a book so silly, 8o im-
pious, so irreligious, which might not
safely be subscribed,according to the same
formula. Nay, we are bold to affirm,
that one of the gentlemen at least, whose
names adorn the letter on which we are
commenting, is perfectly cognizant both
of the fact and the infercnce we have
mentioned. Mr. Cooke has long been a
member of the Dromore Presbytery, and
has been heard to complain of its mode
of subscription, both in the Presbytery
and at meetings of Synod; and in ex-
posing the inefficacy of such a test, has
employed language much stronger than
ours. This was indeed one of the main
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levers which moved the Synod of Ulster
to enact the infamous overtures of 1828.
Yet now, in the gpring of 1830, when a
brother minister is to be secretly ma-
ligned and injured, and the very con-
trary assertion suits his purpose, it is,
without hesitation, put forward. For
shame!

‘“ Now that Mr. Watson has been pleas-
ed to avow Artan sentiments.”” Mr.
Watson never has avowed Arian senti-
ments.

““ And connect himself with a body of
avowed Arians.’”” Mr. Watson has not
conuvected himself with a body of avowed
Arians. The Remonstrants are not
Arians, aud have never pretended to be
s0. Some individuals among them have
entertained and professed opinious which
are commonly called Arian; but others
disclaim both the doctrine and name,
The connexion is declared to be founded
ou the principles of church fellowship,
not of theological sentiment.

‘¢ Nearly one hundred seat-holders have
applied to wus for preaching.”” 'To a cer-
tain length, this is true. Ninety-seven
persons, calling themselves seat-holders,
did apply, not to the writers of this let.
letter, as they falsely assert, but to the
Presbytery of Bangor; and we have been
told of one man who denounced his pre-
tended signature as a forgeryv, and of se-
veral who have expressed their contri-
tion for yielding to their fears and allow-
ing their names to be appended. How-
ever, in the main, the thing is fact.
Ninety-seven names were obtaiued, by
calumny, busy iunterference and undue
influence,—t0 be affixed to a Memorial
to the Presbytery of Bangor, which was
drawn up by the Presbytery of Baungor
itself, and hawked about from house to
house for, we believe, upwards of a fort-
night. But when this fact is so pom-
pously stated, why i3 it not likewise
stated, that a resolution of adherence to
the Remoustrants had received, on Sun-
day, January 24th, the signaturcs of
nearly 150 dond jfide seat-holders ; and
that in the course of two days others
came forward, making in all two hundred
and sivly 7—a number, the magnitude of
which is truly wonderful, when we con-
sider the influence used by the clergy
and landlords ou the other side, and the
absence of such motives on the minds of
those who teok part with the Rewon-
strants. Why was not this fact men-
ticued to Mr. Montgomery?—Because it
would have opened his eyes to the insig-
pibicancy of that party in the congrega-
tion into whose hands these Reverend

Gentlemen wished him to be thrown.
View their statement alone, and we have
no doubt it would lead any person, not
otherwise informed of the circumstances,
to imagine that the adherents of the
Synod constituted a majority, or at leass¢
a very considerable proportiou, of the
congregation ; and such was clearly its
effect on the mind of Mr. Montgomery,
of Rosemount. After such premises, so
fairly stated and so satisfactorily esta-
blished, we can only wounder at the mo--
desty of the petition with which this
part of the document concludes. ¢ We
therefore respectfully request your coun-
tenance in retaining the original right of
the orthodox members of the congrega-
tion to the use of the meeting-house.”’
They might as well have requested the
landlord to dispossess the majority of the
congregation of the farms which some of
them hold under him as tepants at will.

On Saturday, January 30th, Mr. Mont-
gomery issued his proclamation, declar-
ing that, at the request qf the Presbytery of
Bangor, he had agreed to allow the use
of the meeting-house to the ministers
appoiuted by them to supply the dissa-
tisfied members with preaching. On the
following day, Mr. Macaulay preached in
the chapel, and Mr. Watsou, having been
excluded by armed police from the re-
gular place of worship, performed divine
service in the vestry. The Sunday fol-
lowing, Mr. Henderson, of Lisburn, ap-
pointed by the Bangor Presbytery, preach -
ed, the pulpit being vacaut in conse-
quence of the arrest of Mr. Watson at
the door of the chapel, after the Riot Act
had been read by a Serjeant of Police.
It was Mr. Montgomery who gave the
order, ‘¢ Seize that man !’ Mr. Hender-
son, the brother-minister of Mr. Watson,
betore leaving Greyabbey on his return
to Lisburu, addressed the following note
to the strenuous landlord and magistrate.
The barmony which exists between the
matter, the devotional style, and the very
date of DMr. Heuderson’s billet, cannot
fail to strike every attentive reader. In
another place, Mr. Henderson says bhe is
4 young wman, and has his character to
make. It would be well for him if this
were true.

‘“ Sunday Night,
‘¢ SIR,

‘“'I’he trouble that you have been kind
e¢nough to take on the subject of the
present unbappy differences in Greyab-
bey, cannot be too highly appreciated. |
caunot permit myselt to leave this, with-
out expressing my acknowledgment for
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your well-timed interference to-day, for the
preservation of good order. By the blessing
of God, 1 trust that the present cause of
anpnoyance to you as a magistrate, and 4
friend to the promotion of the pure and
holy religion of our blessed Lord, will,
in a short time, be completely and satis-
factorily removed.

“ For your attention to the interests
of the people, be so good as to accept
my thanks in my own name and that of
the Presbytery of Bangor.

““ [ have the honour to be, Sir,
‘““ Your very obedient servant,
““ ALEXANDER HENDERSON.

‘“ To W. Montgomery, Esq.”

On Sunday, February 14, Mr. Morgan,
of Belfast, preached in Greyabbey, Mr.
Watson having been arrested by the po-
lice at a short distance from his own
dwelling when on the way to the Meet-
ing-house. After service, Mr. Morgan
conversed with Mr. Montgomery, learn-
ed from him, without any expression of
disapprobation, that Mr. W. had been
seized that moruning and was still in cus-
tody ; spoke of the great trouble which
Mr. M. had taken; proceeded to make
arrangements for preaching the ensuing
Sunday ; and put into his hands a long
letter from Mr. Cooke, urging him to
take away the chapel from the majority
of the congregation, and bestow it on
the ninety-seven dissentients. The ex-
plosion of public indignation against the
author of the treatment which Mr. Wat-
son had received, and all his abettors,
could now no longer be restrained. In
every society, place, aud connexion, cx-
cept their own, it was the subject of un-
mixed reprobation ; * there scems
some ground for susp®cting that Mr.
Montgomery began to fecar lest his zeal
had carried him faither than was either
right or safe. However that niay be, an
interview took place between him and
two of the leading Remonstrant minis-
ters, the Rev. Henry Montgomery and
the Rev. Fletcher Blakely, of the parti-
culars of which we are not informed ;
but such explanations appear to have
been made as satisfied Mr. Montgomery,
of Rosemount, that he had bhcen ex-
tremely rash and ill-advised in his pro-
ceedings. The following notice, which,
according to his customary etiquette, he
soou after caused to be affixed to the
Meeting-house door, indicates something
like a return to common sense. It has
been publicly declared, however, on au-
thority, that Mr. Watson never, directly

or indirectly, by himself or others, gave
to Mr. M. the declaration of his faith
which the notice alleges.

‘“ NOTICE.

‘“ 1t is with the most heartfelt satis-
faction that I bave to announce to the
peaceable and well-disposed among the
inhabitants of the parish of Greyabbey,
that the dissensions which have too long
existed in the Presbyterian congregation
are in a course of amicable arrangement,
to the discomfiture of the turbulent and
ill-disposed, of which, 1 am sorry to
say, there are some few who, however,
being well known and watched, should
they not discontinue their factious ca-
bals, will, they may rest assured, feel
the power of the law. I have now to
inform those members of the congrega-
tion who applied to the Presbytery of
Bangor for preaching, on the ground of
their minister, Mr. Watson, being an
Arian, that he, the Rev. John Watson,
has declared himself to be a subscriber

to the Westminster Confession, and
distinctly disavows Arianism. The ne-
cessity, therefore, which induced me

to accede to the request of the Bangor
Presbytery, to permit their ministers the
use of the Meeting-house, now no longer
exists, and that permission is hereby
withdrawn. Agreeable to the desire ex-
pressed by me in a former notice, I
hope, shortly, to receive, on the part of
the Remoustrants, proof of their con-
formity in discipline with the original
Presbyterian Church; this is all that can
be now required, Mr. Watson having,
by his declaration, I trust, satisfied the
people as to the point of faith. Should,
therefore, the Presbytery of Bangor wish
to offer any statements, in addition to
those already forwairded to me, 1 have
to request that it may be done with all
convenient despatch, as the question
being now much simplificd, T feel that it
cannot be of difficult solution.
“ WiLLiam MONTGOMERY.

‘“ Greyabbey, Feb. 16, 1830.”°

Some farther communications, in which
a certain Mr. Alexander Montgomery,
who, we believe, is of the profession of
the law, appears to have had a share,
soon afterwards took place ; and bad the
effect of opening the ¢yes of NMr. Mount-
gomery, of Rosemouut, to the delu-
sions which had becen practised upon
hiin. The following letter fromn that
gentleman to the Rev. Henry Montgo-
mery, contains the expression of his
somewhat tardy repentance -
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““« To the Rev. H. Montgomery.
Sik,

‘¢ 1 have to thank you for transmittiug
to me the copy of the Mivnutes of the
General Synod, held at Cookstown, in
1828 ; which 1 shall, as you request,
return on the earliest occasion. Should
1 see Mr. Alexander Montgomery, as I
expect, to-morrow, I shall give both it,
and also the book of 1829, to his charge.

‘¢ These documents, and your very
civil commuuication, have completely
opened my eyes to the deceits that have
beeu practised upon me. No man, un-
less his errors be intentional, can or
ought to be ashamed of acknowledging
them ; and 1 am free to admit, that the
representations which had been made to
me, from a quarter and in a manner
that I could hardly discredit, gave me a
most false impression of the conduct and
proceedings of the Remoustrants in this
parish. 1 now feel myself called upon
to give you the most ample assurance,
that those erroneous impressions are
completely erased from my mind ; at the
gamne time, hoping that you may be in-
duced to accept the apology which | now,
with perfect sincerity, offer, for having
ever cntertained them. ‘T'bat my mo-
tives should have been misapprehended
by you, is most natural,—as certaiuly
appearaunces were strongly against me.
1 am little known beyond my own private
circle ; my pursuits have been such as
not to place me before the public; nor
am I at all ambitious of that distinction
but those who are acquainted with my
disposition well know, that of all men |
am the last who would even listen to a
suggestion which I thought could, in the
slightest manner, infringe on the liberty
of the subject, much less exercise my
authority, as a Magistrate, with an op-
pressive intention, or to promote party
views. In the conversation I had last
week with you, | mentioned, that it was
farthest from my intention, at any time,
to interfere with religious disputes ; or,
in this instance, to take auy part, as was
imagined, with the Synod. This state-
ment I now give to you under my hand,
confirmed by the assurance, that 1 am
about to have the some-time promised
lease of this Meeting-house drawn up, to
be granted in trust for the congregation
of the Remonstrant Presbytery of Ban-
gor. I have attentively examined the
Overtures and Protest; 1 have com-
pared them with the Westminster Form
of Presbyterian Church Government ;
and amn sure, it must be evident to the
weakest understanding, that the Over-
tares are in direct contravention of their

Code. 1 shall only add, that so perfectly
am I comnvinced of their being subversive
of the liberties of Presbyterianism, that
were I a member of your Church, while
I declare myself a Trinitarian in fuith,
though certainly not according to the
doctrine of the Westminster Confession,
[ should most assuredly be a zealous
Remonstrant.

““ I trust that you will permit me to
subscribe myself now, and for the fu-
ture, my dear Sir, with esteem, your
sincerely obliged,

‘“ WM. MONTGOMERY,

““ P. S.—I beg you mnay consider your-
self at full liberty to make whatever use
of this letter you please.

““ Greyabbey, Feb. 26, 1830.”

In our opinion, this apology is mani-
festly incomplete, inasmuch as it makes
no mention whatever of the aged and
respectable minister who had been so
grossly and scandalously ill-treated by
Mr. Moutgomery himself, -and by others
at his bidding; and it is altogether un-
satisfactory in its attempt to palliate his
misconduct (error Mr. M. is pleased to
call it) by the imposture which was prac-
tised vpon him. Surely Mr. Montgomery
has not to learn that there are certain
things which no deception will justify,
aud some which are hardly to be author-
ized by the best authenticated statements.
Such were several of his own acts to-
wards the Rev. John Watson. It is too
bad to exclude a man from his meeting-
house on one Sunday—arrest him the
next—arrest him a second time, aund drag
him about the country for six hours in
an inclement season, on that which suc-
ceeded—and think to excuse it all by
saying, ¢ | was under a mistake.”

‘I'he Synodical Presbytery of Bangor
being now deserted by their former dupe,
thought it vain to proceed farther in the
business. Their whole trust had been in
Mr. Montgomery, of Rosemount. ‘That
prop having slipped from under them,
they tvok the opportunity of their next
meeting to declare their unshaken at-
tachment to the cause of Religious Li-
berty, their heartfelt hatred of religious
discord, and their abhorremce of the
treatment which Mr. Watson had re-
ceived. In their remarks on these reso-
lutions the members were sufliciently
complimentary to themselves; and the
public were no doubt greatly edified by
the exhibition of the concealed liberality
which was on this occasion brought, for
the first time, to light. According to
their own statement, there is yet a great
dcal of virtue in the Presbytery of Ban-



286 Intelligence.—The Rev. John Watson and Congregation of Greyabley.

gor. We subjoin a copy of their decla-
ration, wmerely premising that Mr. Hen-
derson, who preached for Mr. Hatsosn on
the day of his first illegal arrest, and who
io his note so piously expresses his gra-
titude, and that of the Presbytery, to Mr.
Montgomery for the trouble which he
took on that occasion ; and Mr. Morgan,
who both preached and prayed for AMr.
M atson on the day of his second arrest,
and orally made to Mr. Moutgomery his
acknowledgmeuts to the same effect,—
the same ipsissimi Messrs. Henderson
and Morgan concurred in voting the fol-
lowing resolutions, all of which were
carried upnanimously ;—a truly admirable
concord !

Resolved—1st. ¢¢ That this Presbytery
deeply lament the dissensions which, for
some time past, have prevailed in the
congregation of Greyabbey, particularly
as we had hoped that the measures
adopted at our Meeting in October, by
direction of the Synod’s Committee, for
ascertaining the mind of the people on
the subject of separation from the Synod,
would have secured peace.”

2d. ‘¢ That 1t is to us subject of sincere
regret, that the Cougregation, which had
not by any public act withdrawn itself
from the jurisdiction of this Presbytery,
and was, therefore, still to be considered
as under its care, was not left, uninflu-
cnced by others, to express its own free
and unbiassed opinion on a question of
so much importance.’’

3d. ¢¢ That as a Presbytery, and as in-
dividuals, we disclaim having at any time
excited discord among the people. We
disavow any participation whatever in
the arrest of Mr. Watson ; aud we ex-
piess our abhorrence of the treatment he
received.”’

4th. ‘¢ That, to restore the harmony
of the cougregation, we recommend to
such of them as still adhere to the Sy-
nod, to bave their public worship con-
ducted, for the present, in sowe other
place than the meetiug-house—at the
sawe time retaining their right to what-
ever property they may possess in it, till
the question of the property of the house
is finally determiuned.””

Sth. ‘¢ That a correspondence shall be
opened with the Remonstrant Presbytery,
proposing a poll of the cougregation, on
the principle, that the minority shall re-
sign the house to the majority—the latter
paying to the former such a pecuniary
compensation as may be considered equal
to their property in it.”’

‘Thus, then, stands the case at preseut.
Mr. Watson and his people have been
restored to the possession of their mecet-

ing-house, with promise of alease which
will render any similar interference on
the part of the landlord impossible for
the future. Mr. Montgomery has pub-
licly expressed his sorrow for his rash
conduct, and denouuced the evil coun-
sellors under whose advice he acted : the
Synodical Presbytery of Bangor has re-
probated the behaviour of its former idol,
now that he can no longer serve their
purposes : Messrs. Morgan, Templeton,
and Henderson, have each published let-
ters attempting to vindicate their charac-
ters—attempts which have not been suc-
cessful : the Remonstrant Presbytery of
Bangor has, it is understood, recom-
mended the suspension or the dropping
of the legal proceedings which had been
advised against Mr. Montgoniery on ac-
count of his abuse of authority as a ma-
gistrate: and the Rev. Williain Porter
has written against any compromise of
such a kind as may leave it open to Mr.
Montgomery, of Rosemount, or any other
landlord and magistrate, ‘ to play such
tricks before high Heaven’’ on any future
occasion.

[The facts and documents contained
in the foregoing summary have been ex-
tracted from ¢4e Northern Hhig. A vo-
luminous correspondence has been car-
ried on in its columnps, between Messrs,.
Morgan, Templeton, aud Hendersaon, ou
the one hand, and the Rev. Heury Mont-
gomery on the other, with reference to
some minor details in his speech pub-
lished in our last number. It has ended,
as was to have been anticipated, in the
triumphant confirmation of every one of
his statements. Great as have been the
scrvices of this illustrious man to the
cause of justice and liberality, in former
periods, we are persuaded we but speak
the commou feeling when we say that
his exertions in the affair of the Grey-
abbey congregation and miuister have
been inferior to none of his former ef-
forts in zeal, ability, and perseverance,
and have added much to his already large
claims on the public gratitude. Let the
Presbyterians of Ulster, let the friends
of truth throughout the world, thank
God that if, in the present troublous and
unquict time, there exist many who are
disposed to injure and oppress the con-
scicntious men who deviagte from the
popular creed,—there exists likewise a
HeNrRY MONTGOMERY to expose and de-
feat their machinations ; and, by the in-
flucnce of his character aud his eclo-
quence, to deter many who would other-
wise be but too ready to run the carecr
of injustice. )
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IreLAND.—We insert with much gratification the following list of subjects of a
course of lectures to be delivered in the Presbyterian Meeting-house, Great Strand

Street, Dublin.

May this first attempt, of the kind, to attract public attention in

Ireland to the principles of Unitarian Christianity meet with such encouragement as
shall occasion its being followed up by a series of similar efforts, and may the Divine
blessing be on those who have so honourably come forward in the work, crowning

their labours with abundant success !
March 21. Rev. Dr. Drummond.

The Unitarian Christiau’s Faith explained.

The Father the only True God.

The Sin against the Holy Ghost.

Scriptural Views of the Character of God.
Doctrine of Vicarious Sacrifices.

Mystery.

Election and Reprobation.

Final and efficient Causes of the Obscurity of

some Parts of the Sacred Writings.

Scripture Doctrine of Reconciliation.,
Baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit.

28. Joseph Hutton.

April 4. James Armstrong.
11. Dr. Drommond.

18. James Martineau.

25. James Armstrong.
May 2. Dr. Drummond.
9. Joseph Hutton.

16. James Martineau.

23. James Armstrong.
30. Dr. Drummond.

June 6. James Martineau.

Terms of Final Acceptance with God.
Unitarianism fully adequate to the Spiritual

Wants of Men,
To commence at Half-past Two o’clock.

We have just received a full and interesting account of the proceedings at a meet-
ing held in Dublin, on the 17th ult., for the purpose of organizing an Irish Unitariau
Christian Society, which will appear in our next number.

CHURCH OF IrRerLAND.—March 6, Sir
John Newport moved for the appoiut-
ment of a Commission to inquire iuto
the state of the Irish Church: he moved
at the same time an address to the King,
recommending the suspeunsion of every
appointment by the Crown to a benefice,
until the repairs on the cathedrals, if any
should be necessary, were paid out of
the revenues of the benefice. Sir John
stated, that the plan on which Irish pa-
rishes were united, rendered the parish
churches of no use to a great proportion
of the inhabitants; yet all were called on
to contribute equally to the repair and
building of these churches, Catholics as
well as Protestants. The condition of
the curates, too, called loudly for in-
quiry. He had in his hand a letter from
a clergyman, seventy-nine years of age,
of upnimpeachable character, who had
been a curate for fifty-seven years, at a
salary which had varied from 40/.to 757.,
and at present amounted to 69/. He had
been under the government of six differ-
ent bishops, all of whom admitted his
merits, though each in succession dis-
regarded his claims. One of these dig-
nitaries was the Bishop of Ferns, who
could see nothing to reform in the Irish
Church. The state of the pluralities
was another subject to which the Com-
mission should direct its attention.

Sir RoBerT INGLIS thought that the
present progress of improvement in the
Irish Church rendered the proposed Com-

mission unnecessary. He should there-
fore move the previous guestion.

Lord F. L. Gower had no wish to
wrap the situation of the Church in mys-
tery. He objected, however, to that
part of the motion which recommended
the application of the revenue of a vacant
benefice to the repair of the cathedral ;
for he appreheanded, that although, when
benefices became vacant, they might ree
main 80, it was obligatory ou the Bishop
to scquester the revenue for the use of
the next incumbent.

‘¢ He therefore had a distinct legal ob-
jection to this portion of the proposed
resolutions; besides which, he thought
it improper to mix up with a motion for
information, any thing so like a radical
change of the present state of the law,
He concluded by moving, by way of
amendmeunt, that an address should be
presented to his Majesty, praying for the
appointment of a Committee to inquire
into the state of the parish benefices of
Ireland—into the annual value of the
several parishes—into the contingences
of their respective churches and chapels
—into the possibility of dissolving the
existing unions—and into several other
details.”’

Mr. TRANT declared that the object of
the Commission was to reform what
needed no reformation. If the Church
of England was to be pulled down, let it
be pulled dowu by honest hands.

I.ord I. GowER’s motion was agreed to.
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FRANCE.

In %he political excitement which ne-
cessarily attends the present critical state
of the French monarchy, we rejoice to
find that the attention which has of late
been directed to religious topics is not
withdrawn. By differeut private com-
munications we learn, that the plan for
erecting auv Unitarian church or chapel
in Paris is persevered in, and its accom-
plishment only delayed by certaiu forms
and cautions which it is requisite to ob-
serve. 'The principal persous in this
attempt are proselytes from Catholicism.
A daily religious newspaper has recently
appeared at Paris, called the Gazette des
Cultes, which is conducted on liberal
principles, and ‘¢ has already excited no
small seusation from the open and skil-
ful manner in which it has attacked the
various abuses of the Catholic church.”
A pew series, in an improved form, has
commenced of the Revue Protestante,
which promises an able advocacy of Ra-
tional Theology and Religious Liberty.
Residents in France, both English and
native, assure us that Unitarian opinions
arc rapidly spreading in that country.

NOTICES.

Tdae Half-yearly Meeting of the So-
merset and Dorset Unitarian Association
will be held at Yeovil, on Good Friday,
April 9. The morning service will com-
mence at eleven o’clock, and it i1s ex-
pected that there will be an evening ser-
vice also.

THE Eight Anniversary of the Unita-
rian Congregation, assembling in the
Meeting-house, Moor Lane, Bolton, will
be held on Easter Sunday, April 11. The
Rev. Dr. Hutton, of Leeds, will preach
in the morning and evening; and the
Rev. E. R. Dimock, of Warrington, iun

CORRESP

ONDENCLEL.

Correspondence.

the afternoon. ‘The congregation and
friends will dine together on the Mon-
day.

THE Rev. J. KETLEY has accepted the
unanimous iuvitation of the congrega-
tion assembling in the Flower-gate Cha-
pel, Whitby, the pastoral charge of which
was recently resigned by Rev. J. Ashton.

I hitdy, March 10, 1830.

British and Foreign Unitarian Asso-
ciation.

THE ComMMITTEE of the UNITARIAN
AssocCIATION have recently resolved to
offer a Premium for the production of
TuRrREE TRACTS, to be approved by them,
the object of which shall be the intro-
duction and promotion of Christian Ubi-
tarianism among the Roman Catholics,
the Jews, and the Mahometans respect-
ively.

It was also resolved, that the Essays
be sent to the Committee with a Motto
affixed, and accompanied by a letter su-
perscribed with a similar Motto, and
contaiving the name of the Author. The
letter of the successful Candidate only to
be opened, and the other Manuscripts to
be returned on application for the same.

‘I'hat Six Months from the date of this
notice be allowed for the production of
the Tract addressed to the Catholics, and
that the Premium for such Tract be £10.

That Twelve Months be allowed for
each of the other Tracts, and that the
Premiums be £15 for the Tract to the
Jews, and £20 for the Tract to the Ma-
hometans.

The Essay to consist of 48 pages of
the size and type of the first department
of this work.

Walbrook Buildings, W albrook,

London, March 1, 1830.

‘THE interest which we presume to be felt by a large portion of our readers in the
recent proceedings in the North of Ireland has again induced us to postpone several
articles which are intended for insertiou, especially in the Obituary department.

The correction of the Manchester Notice last month reached us too late.

We hope to hear from L. as he proposes.

‘“ A Supporter,’ &c., shall be answered next month.

Communicatious received from W. J.; A Constant Reader; J. H.






