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PROCEEDINGS AT THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE IRISH UNITARIAN
| CHRISTIAN SOCIETY.*

Tar Second Anniversary of the Irish
Unitarian Christian Society was held,
‘in Dublin, on -Sunday and Monday,
April 29th and 30th. On the afternoon
and evening of the former day, the Rev.
George Hatris, of Glasgow, preached

_in' the .meeting-houses of  Eustace-

street and Strand-street. ~ His hearers
will long remember his beautiful and
impressive exhibition - of Unitarian
Christianity in its relation to the so-
cial and individual improvement of

‘man., . ~On~Monday; ~April-30th;--the-

Annual General Meeting of the So-
ciety was held in Strand-street meet-
ing-house. The attendance was-more
numerous than at the last annual
meeting, and the interest awakened
not less deep. At one o’clock the
chair was taken by Joseph Hone, Esq.
The Report of the Committee having
been read, was adopted.. We can
only 1givethe following extracts ;—

“In reporting to the Society the

proceedings-of-a-secoid--year;—your

Committee would  congratulate - its
members, that it has struggled with
good success through the difficulties
which beget the early period of its or-
ganization. .
‘ Contracted as the resources at the

disposal of your Committee have heen,

they have still confined their opera-
tions to the distribution of books ;
deeming it better to render the So-
ciety truly efficient in this department,

. * These proceedings are 8o important and
Interesting, that it is hoped our subscribers
will not object toa Supplementary Nimber,
in which ‘the conclusion-of them ‘will be

than to attempt plans which, though
highly desirable in themselves, might
entail a hazardous expenditure, with
slow returns of good. The bock-
stock of the Society has been mate-
rially enlarged during the past year;
and the circulation of publications has
been more than doubled. The number
of copies distributed since the last
annual meeting is 1060. - When the
probability is remembered that, with-
out the agency of the Society, no ap-
preciable-number-of-these would have
found their way into the_country, its
influence in creating, as well as sup-
plying, a demand for religious informa-
tion, will not be pronounced insigni-
ficant, | 3

‘ Your Committee, aware that they
represented a body of Christians who
loved truth for the sake of its' righte-
ousness, have thought it within 'their
province to place in the Catalogue of
the present year many publications
which,.though. in harmony with. Uni=. .
taiian views, are by no means doctrinal
in their character. They would espe-
cially call your attention to the sup-
plement, comprising books peculiarly
adapted to the young ; and would ex-
press their hope that it may aid parents
in imparting to their children, in no

‘unatfractive form, the devotional in~

fluences of a scriptural faith,
¢ The provincial connexions of the
Society remain the same as at the end

found, together with as much other intelli-
gence as our limits, so enlarged, will allow,
and notices of various anniversaries to be
held this month~En, ce

r



66

of the last year. Your Committee

have unmingled satisfaction. in point=

ing to the continued activity and

prosperity of the Cork District Society. .

Its weekly meetings for theological
- conversation have given rise to a si-
milar practice in Dublin; and the

fearlessness with which its members,
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saw the . expediency of egtablishing a
local Tract Society in Belfast, in order
to communicate more directly with
the Remonstrant Churches of Ulster.
This Society has offered its friendly
aid in carrying forward the plans and
extending the principles which were
contemplated by you as a Tract So-

- “inprivate -and -in—public;—avow—and---ciety.—But-the_great field of mission~

vindicate their convictions, the vigi-
lance with which they protect the
rights of conscience, and the liberality
with which they uphold institutions
designed to promote social improve-
ment, show that they desire to exhibit
the natural union of doctrinal truth
with practical righteousness. A liberal
subscription from the Society at Ban-
don proves its anxiety to be copiously
furnished with the means of religious
information. ... . . ..
- “The Rev. Fletcher Blakely, theable
and indefatigable secretary of the
Moneyrea Society, says, in a letter

recently received :—¢ Unitarianism is _

- spreading rapidly in the north of

Ireland ; and nothing ‘is wanted but

plainer preaching and the dissemina-
tion of small Unitarian publications,
to give it a firmer hold, Many of the
humbler people in this district under-
stand it well : several infant congre-
gations are springing up.”

“ And in a letter written from the
North of Ireland, by your late trea-
surer, the Rev. Joseph M‘Alister, whose
resignation of his office will be matter
of regret to all who know his zeal, the
following remarks occur ;—¢ Entering
fully into the opinions of the Com-
ittee, that the resources of the So-
ciety might be greatly increased, and
its usefulness much extended, by the
establishment of branch societies in
remote parts of Ireland, I had taken
an opportunity of visiting many of the

towns of the north, with the view of .

forming agencies for the promotion of
our Christian objects. Several branch
societies were in process of orgaitiza-
tion in connexion with the Central
Society in Dublin, as noticed in your
annual Report, when some members
of the Unitarian kody in the north

ary labour, which it was an- object
of the Central Society gradually to
open up, is yet, I may say, with one
or two exceptions, untouched, The
preaching of Unitarian Christianity at
Ballymoney has been crowned with
much success. Indeed, there isscarce-
ly a place in connexion with the Old
Synod, where missionary exertion
might not be -carried on with equally
favourable results. The members of
‘the Remonstrant Synod have had
much to do in their late struggle.
They have effected more than could
have been anticipated. But the spirit
of the Northern restoration will sub-
side, unless it be followed up by an
efficient and well-directed-Missionary.
establishment. The religious aggres-
sions of the Calvinists here are be-
yond all description insinuating and
enslaving. They can only be met by
a steady and public maintenance of
rational Christianity. Missionary ex-
ertion will never be properly conducted
in this country until the Unitaxians
of the north, of Dublin, and of the
south, unite their funds, and heartily
co-operate in the good cause.”
. *The fact is, that-until one mission-
ary tour shall have been made through-
out the country, it will be imposasible
to learn with precision the state and
prospects of pure religion in its dif-
ferent districts, or to avail ourselves
of the openings for useful exextion
which they may afford, =

‘ During the past year your Com-
mittee has continued the correspond-
ence with America, which was comr
menced by Rev. Henry Ware’s visit
to Ireland.

“ Your Committee have great satis-
faction in xecording the continued
interest in your objects expressed in
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the last year’s correspondence by our
Unitarian brethren in England.” ¢ In
proof of the high position which the
Unitarians of England hold in respect
of intellectual cultivation and Christian
benevolence, an appeal may be made
to the Monthly Repository; a publi-
cation as worthy of the social and

religious—character of the denomina-_ . was_analogous_to_the exercise_of pa-

tion which it represents, as it is of the
eloquence and philanthropy of its
gifted editor, the Rev. W. J.Fox. Itis
impossible that such admirable heralds
of truth as the Monthly Repository
for England, and the Christian Pioneer
for Scotland, can fail to prepare the
way for a rapid diminution of preju-

dice, and the wi.de diffusion of a better

faith.” _

The Rev.Joseph Hutton proposed,and

the Rev. James Armstrong seconded,
the following resolution, which, with all
which followed it, was passed unani-
mously :— - - -

1. ¢ That the thanks of this Meeting
be given tothe Rev. George Harris, for
“his eloquent and: impressive-sermons;,
delivered yesterday on behalf of this
Society.’

The Rev. George Harris moved the
following resolution :—

2. ‘That the members of this So~
clety, contrasting the present state of
Unitarian Christianity with its aspect
in the days of the persecuted Emlyn,
* find reason for much gratitude to the
Father of Lights; but comparing its
" still depressed condition with its holy
and benignant character, we feel our-
selves impelled by solemn obligation
to renewed effoxts in the dissemination
of a faith, tending to bring glory to
God, love to Christ, and peace to man.

He said, ¢ When I look around me,
I feel impelled to thank God and take
courage, I regard this assembly as
an indication of the progress of the
times,—of a growing spirit of inquiry
and of benevolence, as a pledge and
prelude of brighter days; as a testi-
mony to the true character of the re-
ligion of the Saviour, which tells of
privilege to the many, emancipates
from the. thraldom of superstition, and
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ushers: humanity into.the presence.of =
God. The dispensations of God have
been not only dispensations of abstract
wisdom, faithfulness, and mercy, but
have been beautifully adapted to the
several stages of human progress to
perfection. In the infancy of huma-
nity, the mode of God’s government
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rental authority,—a special guardian-
ship constantly exerted, a literal obe-
dience constantly exacted. IHe was as
the Patriarch of patriarchs, the al-
mighty God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. As man advanced to the
youth of intellect, temptations multi-
plied; tyranny came to crush, and
found in superstition a ready ally, It
seemed good to Heaven to secure one
sacred enclosure, to set apart one select
nation, as the .depository of wisdom ;

“and, prone as uncultivated man is to

ceremony and show, he who seeth the
heart decreed that the spirit of holy
truth should be enshrined in ritual
observances. . As man advanced far-
ther, - the vision of nobler--progress; -
the buddings of rmore productive rea-~
son, the reign of a higher benevolence,
were shadowed forth by the prophets.
At length the manhood of man ar-
rived, and the Messenger of Grace
appeared. Broken down was the wall
of partition, and the temple-gates
thrown open; and the banner was
borne before the conqueror, inscribed
with the announcement of ¢ Peace on
earth, and good-will to men;” peace,

not merely to one. tribe, but to- all

generations ; good-will, not merely to
Scribes and Pharisees, not to any
privileged few, but to man as man, as
part of that great family of which the
Saviour is the elder brother, and God
the impartial parent. To us, the cere-
monies of Judaism are not adapted :
at the time of their appointment they
were essential. Man as a race resem-
bles man as an individual ; that which
would be his sustenance at one time,
would be his death at another, It ig
a proof of God’s wisdom, that while
his revelations have been various, they
have been in unbroken ha,r;nony: ‘and
B &
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‘their diversity and their harmony are
both illustrative of the progress of
man towards perfection. It is in this
view of the progressiveness of its ten-
dency, that I especially advocate Uni-
tarian Christianity. Its principles
are my best treasures; not merely
~_because they are reason’s dictates, but

UNTITARIAN CHRONICLE.

tarian, who, though standing among
men as the interpreter of the Creator,
deemed his faith dearer and sublimer
than his philosophy. And who was
he who communed with the heavenly
muse on * Sion’s height,” and by
« Siloa’s brook, that flowed fast
by the oracle of God;” and thence

because, being identified with the gos-

pel, they possess its spirit of enlarg-
ing benevolence. 'When Christianity
sprung forth fresh from the Author
and Finisher of our faith, then was
the period of its moral power; its
spirit of philanthropy evinced in its
banding in holy brotherhood the Jew,
the Samaritan, the Gentile ; its. spirit
of devotion testified in the sufferings
of confessors and the blood of martyr-
~dom, When it became -corrupted,
when it was contaminated by unloly
alliance with courts and thrones, when
its pure simplicity of worship was for-
gotten, then tyranny and licentious-
ness ran riot; then pure Christianity

was exiled to the mountains; and when

from these fastnesses it issued once
more, the sounds of renovated liberty
were uttered first by the believers in
God’s unrivalled majesty and unquali-
fied benevolence. And as Unitarian-
ism has connected itself with the pe-
riods of the gospel’s greatest moral
power, so has it been received by the
greatest minds of our race as the truth
of God. Those who have read aright
the annals of their race know this.
Who was he that unravelled the mys-
teries of the human soul, and laid his
finger of discovery upon the subtleties
of thought ; and, enamoured of the
truth, was the friend of inquiry, and
held forth to the wandering intellect
the lamp of knowledge? John Locke,
the Christian Unitarian, whose name
is dear wherever philosophy and liberty
are held sacred. And who was he,
before whose gaze the veil which had
enwrapped creation’s glories, with-
drew ; who wandered in thought
through regions of the universe,
where he grew familiar with the blaze
of suns, and crossed the planetary
tracks 7 Newton, the Christian Uni-

¢ invoked her aid to his adventurous
song;” he who raised the soul to
heaven by his lofty verse, and vindi-
cated its liberty on earth by his im-
mortal prose ?  John Milton, the
Christian Unitarian, whose patriotism,
inspiration, and theology, dwelt in
beautiful harmony within his soul.
You know that I might lengthen out
this list : names like these, enshrined
in the veneration of mankind, prove
that knowledge is the herald of Uni-
tarfanism; and, “vice versd, where
Unitarianism dwells, knowledge and
liberty will not be far. The call which
wemake to our fellow-men is, ¢ Think ;
think freely; if you think with us,

well ; but at all events, think, Know

yourselves, know your religion, know
your Saviour, know your God ; know
your rights, and maintain them, and
then will you dignify your nature.”
That is not freedom of inquiry which
admits of any boundary but those of
the human intellect : that is not free
inquiry which Athanasius or Calvin
menaces with fire eternal. I Jook on
him as a vassal who is terrified by
man’s frown, or seduced by his smile,
from taking the Bible in his hand,
and extracting from its sacred page
an uninfluenced and individual faith,
I glory in the name of Protestant; a
name associated with the noblest
struggles for spiritual liberty. But if
there be abroad in the land a spirit
striving to deter the inquirer from his
pursuit; if it warn-the people against
reading the books of those who are con-
temptuously pronounced unsound in
the faith if it call into exercise family
influence, and enlist family affection
in behalf of intolerance ; if it convert
social intercourse into a sectarian
squabble ; and if I am- asked to call
this Protestantism, 1 will be no party.
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rack and the fire are not theve indeed;
but is there not a prostration of mind
atvariancewith genuineProtestantism?-
It matters little whether the Bible be
ut into the hands of the people, or be
shut up, if the people are, after all, to

judge of it by proxy.

- «If-I-am-to-bow-down-to-authority; —these-things—could—-exist-—no—longer:—

give me not the charter of my liber-
ties to mock me. There is no medium
between * the Bible and the whole
Bible,” and a degrading vassalage. to
authority : and Unitarianism, with-
holding that Bible from none, and
prescribing no creed to fetter its inter-

retation, secures the possession of
that liberty and knowledge which are
the destined inheritance of every crea-
ture of the living God. Unitarianism,

by the views it unfolds .of God as a

kind parent, and of man as his beloved
child, make the promotion of know-
ledge and happiness the duty of all its
believers. And in the performance of
this duty they will imitate that Being
whose highest gloxy it is; that He is -

n4;1;;3{foulrltain of universal good. They

| unmask all those false and spe-
cious forms of good which tyranny
has dressed up for the delusion of the
nations. There is that scourge of
humanity, that path to renown, stained
with blood and haunted by images of
crime and death, that Moloch, war.
When religion was pure and fresh, the
arms of the warrior were laid at the
foot of the cross; but when potentates
took - Christianity under their ‘ royal
patronage, then the banner was raised
again. And the restoration of pure re-
ligion, the prevalence of Unitarianism,
would be the prevalence of universal
peace. Men would learn the differ-
ence between the false glory, the

mushroom _greatness, which, in the

service of selfishness, desolates the
earth, and that true greatness, whose
Interpretation is usefulness; that pure
glory, whose essence is a love of duty
toiling for the general good ;—the
glory, not of the soldier, but of the
philanthropist;—the glory of prin-
ciple, of probity,-of truth, of justice,
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of benevolence ;—the glory,. not of
governing men as machines, but of
instructing them to educate and go-
vern themselves. There is that insult
to humanity, slavery; and be it black
or white, our sympathy is with the
wronged and outraged ; and would
men but regard God as their Father,

But while God is thought of as a
tyrant,and earth as an accursed prison-
house, and man as an outcast, slavery
has a plea of sympathy with faith. The
soul isbranded to men’s hands already :
to enthral the body is but an insigni-
ficant improvement on God’s own sys-
tem. A West Indian colony realizes
the picture which Calvinism gives of
God’s creation. It is to the energies
of pure religion that we look for the

-abolition of slavery. Too long has the

black looked around him, and asked,
“ Am I not a friend and a brother 7’
too long has he looked to heaven and
cried, *“ Hast thou but one blessing,
my Father?”’ Friends of freedom ! re-
flect that the rights for which you con-

tend are the rights of mankind; and

that he who would enchain man, raises
his arm against heaven. I call on all
who hear me, not to cease from their
exertions, till the last slave=-ship shall
have visited Africa ;—till the Ethio~-
pian from Egypt to the Cape shall
stretch forth his hands to the true
God.

‘Thecriminal code of our country is
constructed on merciless principles, at
variance with- the proper objectsof
punishment. It would seem to regard
the gallows as the best preventive of
crime, and the hangman as the teacher
of social morality. And as long asmen
continue to believe that God burns his
creatures in hell-fire for ever, with no
other object than the infliction of
agony, they may well conclude that
revenge may be the object of law,
rather than reformation., In cases.of
heretical faith bigots have long thought
that to kill was as short a method as
to convert, and somewhat easier too ;
in cases' of guilty conduct, the law
thinks so still The inhuman prin-
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- ciple is not a whit more reasonable in
the one case than in the other: it is
at variance with the decisions of sound
philosophy, and with the wmerciful
spirit of Christianity. And TUni-
tarianism, in the views which it takes
of the Divine character, of man as a
moral being, and of earth as a pre-
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secure. Let us only do our parts,
and then leave the issue in the hands
of Omnipotent Love. To stimulate
you to this duty is the object of the
Society which calls us together.—
May its accomplishment form the hap-
piness of your lives, and through eter-
nal ages prove the glory, the honour

~ paration for heaven, sécures the ad-
vancement of a more humane and
‘remedial system towards the wretched
victims of guilt. The greatest hap-
piness of the greatest number is our
object. While the inhabitants of
these islands are crying out against
amonopoly of trade and a monopoly of
power, how strange is it that the mo-
nopoly of heaven should be regarded
as a bright and saving article of faith
—a monopoly which shrouds the earth

in gloom,; and makes heaven a con-

venticle !—how opposed is it to that
religion, which flings wide open the
everlasting doors, and inscribes on
the portals, that ¢ God is no respecter
. of persons; but, in every nation, he
that feareth God and worketh righte-
ousness shall be accepted of him.”
It is because I perceive the sympathy
between existing systems of faith, and
existing practices of injustice, that I
believe those systems to be not only
erroneous and unscriptural, but alien
to the spirit of humanity, and hostile
to the prevalence of genuine liberty.
Glad am I to know, that numbers who
entertain the common theology, feel
and act inconsistently with their faith;
that the human heart gains a victory
over the creeds that are interwoven
with the memory, and receive the
assent of the judgment. Would we
bring glory to God and blessings to
our fellow-men ? It must be by the
opén profession of those prineiples
which we believe to be-gospel truths;
that we can hope to accomplish these
dearest objects of our hearts. God
has declared that he will have all men
to be saved, and the Saviour has
assured us that the truth shall make
his disciples free,—free from sin, pre-
judice and imperfection. ~The tri-
umpl) of truth and justioe, then, is

of your immortality '~ |

Mr. William Porter seconded the
resolution : he said, ¢ It cannot be de-
nied that the Remonstrants have done
much in behalf of the sacred cause
which we are met to forward. They
have subjected themselves to many
inconveniences rather than surrender
one jot or one tittle of that liberty
wherewith Christ hath made his peo-
ple free. But perhaps we have ac-
customed ourselves to speak of them
and - of - their services in-a- strain -of-
eulogy in some degree exaggerated.
Comparing ourselves by ourselves,
they certainly tower above the com-
mon class of Unitarians of the pre-
sent day. But we have had men
whose sacrifices for the sake of truth
were Infinitely greater; men who,
against principalities and powers,
against penal statutes and public odi-
um, against arbitrary judges and sub-
servient juries, against fine and im-
prisonment, maintained alike the right
of private judgment and the opinions
to which its exercise had led them,
and who flung property to the winds,
and snapped asunder every cord that
tied them to the earth, and who would
not have accounted theix lives dear
unto them in comparison with the
manly and fearless assertion of what
they in their consciences believed to
be the truth once delivered to the
saints. I allude to the persecuted
Emlyn, whose memory was this morn-
ing honoured by our-reverend-guest,-
and others of his sterling stamp, the
goodly fellowship of our confesgors :
the noble army of our martyrs. We
must not, Sir, congratulate the Re-
monstrants of the north as if their
warfare was accomplished. We must
not hail those who buckle on their
armour as those -who put it off. They
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have nobly freed themselves from
hinderances hard to be shaken from
them; they have placed themselves
unencumbered at the starting post,
from whence, I trust, they will press
onward toward the mark; but we
should not lead them to suppose that
the goal has yet been reached. In

no—part—of-IreJand—have—Unitarians—braced, but ifi 6rdetr that God’s justice

done their sduty. Many veasons
might be “assigned for the prevailing
apathy, but I .shall confine myself to
one which strikes me as very influen-
tial. Exertions are not made to dis-
seminate Unitarianism in Ireland, be-
cause it is considered that all exertions
of the kind are hopeless. Difficulties
do, no doubt, beset the path. Mr.
Harris has this evening communi-
cated some instances illustrative of the

furious spirit. of opposition which his

ministry has encountered in Scotland,
but Unitarians in this country must
overcome obstacles yet more consi-
derable. ¢ It is evidently impossible,”
expostulates the timid man, ‘to stem
the tide ‘which now sets in against
you. Look round upon the religious
world, and what encouraging signs
do you discern? The high church
party in the Establishment, though
not extremely zealous about doctrine,
shrinks appalled from every shadow
of innovation, and it commands the
acquiescence of all those who are
more anxious that the churchto which
they attach themselves. should be in
close connexion with the most wealthy
empire on the globe, than witha certain
other kingdom, which is not of this
worll. The Evangelical party —a
large and still increasing body—feels
towards your opinions a fanatical hos-
tility, and exerts itself against them
with unwearied perseverance. Do
you hope to pierce.the panoply "of
prejudice in which the orthodox dis-
senter has fortified his mind, warm as
he is in the north, with the heat of a
recent controversy, and in the south,
roused to run the career of popularity
with the Calvinistic portion of the
church? The enlightened amongst
our Roman Catholic countrymen are
for the most part careless about Chuis-
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tianity, and the remainder beyond the
_reach of argument from devotion to

their church. Persons have no doubt
been heard from the platform of the
Rotunda, who desired a Christian as-
sembly to preach the Gospel to every
creature, not with any expectation
that the glad tidings would be em-

might be glorified in the damnation of
those who, by his own decree, were
inevitably to rejectthem *. But Uni-
tarians have not so learned Christ.
They are not pious enough to volun-
teer for the eternal destruction of their
fellow men. They have no motive
for exertion, save a prospect of suc-
cess. And doesa small sect,—one
everywhere spoken against,——conceive
that they have any hope of overcoming

-such -obstacles as -have been now enu~

merated?”’ Unquestionably these con-
siderations are not destitute of weight,
and nothing is gained by affecting to
think them frivolous. But what re-

formation ever took place which did

not triumph over obstacles greater

far than these ? A thousand avenues

are open through which we might
throw both Unitarian publications
and Unitarian preaching into the pub-
lic mind. We profess to hold the
powers of human nature in respect ;
we protest against Calvinism, be-
cause, in our opinion, it calumniates
them ; and yet we practically avow
our conviction that plain, rational,
scriptural demonstrations, submitted
with kindiless to the consideration of
the public, will produce no good effect
whatever. 1 ask, in the name of
common consistency, should these
things be? Sir, the course is open
before us, and it is only timidity that
sees a lion in the path, But if we
are content to be Unitarians-of-a- cer-
tain class, that is to say, persons who
go to meeting once a week because it
is seemly to go somewhere; who have
a few favourite phrases constantly in
their mouths, about allowing every
man to go his own way to heaven,—
who delight to dwell upon the evils of

* Rev, Nicholas Armstrong.
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“controversy when prevailing error is antagonist of Leibnitz, & distinguished
about to be assailed—who are ready favourite with royalty, and the:mest
to make the most charitable allow- popular preacher of his day, became a
ances for a popular system of divinity, believer in the simple Unity of the
but are signally severe in their judg- Great First Cause, whose being and
ment upen any which appears to be attributes he bad previously demon-
at all more unpopular than their own; strated in a noble work which still
who coldly sanction a form of wor- maintains its pristine reputation: I
“ship for-thedissemination—of-which-—allude-of-course-to-Dr..Samuel Clarke,
they scruple to afford one penny of Now, with respect to religious insti-
their money, or one hour of their tutions, the doctor was a bit-by-bit
time; if we are content to be Unitarians reformer. The Scripture Doctrine of
of this description, I have no great the Trinity is written with an evident
expectation of success. To what pur- disposition to outrage as few preju-
pose should you urge such an indivi- dices as possible. It sought to win
dual to promote the objects which we the Church to Unitarianism, by affect-
have in view ? Gallio careth for none ing to find Unitarianism in the stand-
of these things. But if the Unitari- ards of the Church: and this course
ans of Ireland could be roused from seemed for a time to prosper. If the
their indifference ; if a miracle could Convocation murmured, Clarke strove
- be wrought, and. the dry bones live, to soothe the Convocation; and he
much honest prejudice might be over- gathered so many personal influences
come, and much dishonest clamour about himself and his opinions, that
effectually put down, by a firm un- the latter were thought to have spread
flirching avowal of our opinions. In far and wide. But what finally be-
considering the course which we ought came of this attempt to smuggle truth
to pursue inthe advocacy of our senti-  unawares into the Establishment; this
ments, I have often thought that the attempt to put the new wine into the
respective conduct of two celebrated old bottles—the new doctrine in the
men in the sister island, both of whom old creeds? What became of the
embraced Unitarianism, and desired Thatched House petition, and the 250
to propagate what they had embraced, ministers who signed it—the pam-
might furnish an instructive lesson. In phlets of Archdeacon Blackburne, and
one of the most enlightened periods the speeches of Six George Saville ?
of English history, when ,opinions With the exception of Lindsey, Jebb
upon many important sulfj(ects had and Wakefield, who manfully seceded,
been weighed in the balance, and what became of all the rest? Of the
many of them found wanting; when, many who were healed, how was it
in politics, the glorious revolution had that -these- alone -appeared. to. give
preserved a nation’s liberties; when thanks? Unitarianism, Sir, at that
Newton and Locke—those Unitarian period, sprung up quickly; but, be-
worthies on whom My. Harris passed cause it had no root, it withered.

this morning such a splendid panegy- ‘ In an after day another champion,
ric—had brought under subjection the less cautious in his tactics, issued from
worlds of matter and of mind ; it was the ranks of the orthodox dissenters.
to be expected that theology, though As long as the highest moral worth,
always hanging back, should never- united to an ardent longing ~after
theless participate in the general ad- truth, shall command respect, the
vance. Accordingly, a man of the name of Priestley must be held in
most profound and varied talents, a reverence. This great man adopted
most accomplished scholar—in natural a course of proceeding, the reverse of
philosophy selected to translate the that pursued by Dr. Clarke. He
Principia into the language of the cried aloud, and spared not. With
leaxrned,—in metaphysics the worthy him there was no attempt to conciliate
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ersons or principles-which he felt it
his duty to denocunce; and at first the

results appeared to be disastrous. He
was blamed by timid friends for his
imprudence ; he was assailed by open
enemies for his presumption ; he was
exposed to the attacks of adverse par-
ties; to the high church intolerance
_of Horsley, and the sceptic_sneer of

3

universally percéive that a-¢community
of feeling, and, on some important
points, a community of faith, are the
only cement which can bind a church
permanently together ; and that when
we endeavour to substitute any other
preparation, we do but daub the wall
with untempered mortar. In my
opinion, we should canvass the errors

Gibbon: a half religious:_ half politi-
cal mob destroyed at Birmingham his
scientific property ; a social persecu-
tion followed him to  London with
unremitted virulence, and he was at
length driven from a country of which
he was an ornament, to seek for shel-
ter in a foreign land. But what was
the ultimate effect of all this? We
may read it in the flourishing state of
Unitarianism-in England; and in the

cheering progress which it has made

in America, to which the storms of
persecution carried the seeds of truth.
Channing has done much, but he en-
tered in some degree into the labours

of Priestley, in the new world, where-
- Unitarian. .principles.promise: to-be-as -

permanent as the phenomena of hef
external nature ; and those who seek
to overthrow them might as well at-
tempt to shoulder the Andes from
their base, or turn again the Missis-
sippl to its source. I trust that the
friends of truth in this country will be
animated by the same decided spirit.
Depend upon it, temporizing will serve
us nothing. Instead of conciliating
opposition, it invariably increases dog-
matism. . If, whilst our . opponents
are bold, confident, and sweeping in
their statements, we begin to doubt,
and hesitate and draw distinctions, and
advocate the truth as if we were apo-
logizing for error, the truth will win
no conquests. Are your opinions
false? Speak out: they will be the
more easily refuted. Are your opinions
true? Speak out: they will be the
sooner recognized. May our ministers
universally be convinced that it is their
duty to attach their flocks by the en-
during bond of principle, and that all
Ues of a nature merely personal, are
at best but flaxen cords! May they

which surround us with charity and
freedom. We cannot do justice to
our own views without contrasting
them with those of others. The part
of Moses naturally precedes the part
of Joshua. You must first lead out
the people from the house of bondage,
and then introduce them to the pro-
mised land. : , :

¢ I cannot sit down without adverting
for an instant to a circumstance con-
nected with the interests of the Society

“whose anniversary we celebrate. My =~

reverend friend, Mr. Martineau, sits
amongst us as its secretary for the last
time. I would willingly prophesy
smooth things if I could ; but I cannot
contemplate without -anxiety the de-
parture of the individual who has been,
since its establishment, the very breath
of its nostrils. I will not enter upon
any extraneous topics. But when I
call to mind the qualities which dis-
tinguish the man, the minister, and
the secretary, I may be allowed to
participate in a wish which is felt by
many in this city, that he had been
allowed to remain amongst us. God
knows we need him.’
_The Rev. Dr.. Drummond moved
the following resolution :—

¢ 8. That the Unitarian faith is em-
bodied in the ¢ Bible and the whole
Bible ;” that consequently it intimately
connects itself with the great principle
of the sufficiency of the Holy Serip-
tures ; that in the dissemination of the
sacred writings™ its professory 1
rejoiced to find an object ofaeligi
benevolence, in which they could cor-
dially unite with all other denomina-
tions of the Protestant world ; and that,
while we regret the recent attempt to
exclude them by a doctrinal test from
the continuance of this union, we ob-




) UNITARIAN

“gerve with satisfaction the spirit in.
which it has been réjécted by the

- Committee of the Hibernian Bible
Society.’

- He observed, that ¢ when the Bible
Society was first formed, all Christian-
minded people, especially those of the
Protestant denomination, hailed it

.- with-emotions._of delight. They said

CHRONICLE,
polemics, where shepherds from dif=
ferent regions might. give to each
other the right hand of fellowship, and
whither they might lead their flocks as
to pastures of tender grass and foun-
tains of living water.

‘ The scheme wrought well, for it
was framed and conducted on prin-
ciples truly Christian : it fulfilled, it

that the Word of God would now have
free course, unimpeded by sectarian
prejudice, and that a mode had at
last been discovered of uniting with
harmony the discordant elements of
which the Protestant world is com-
posed. As all Protestants agree that
the Bible contains the sum and sub-
stance of their religion, it was natu-
rally supposed that the profession of
belief in its sacred contents should
form a sufficiently strong bond of

union among those whom conflicting

opinions on doctrinal subjects had
kept too long separated. The only
principle on which it is probable that
Christians should ever be induced to

~-agree-is this, viz. ¢ that the Bible, the

whole Bible, and nothing -but the
Bible,” isfthe source -of true religion
and sufficient to make men wise unto
salvation, without being connected
with the peculiar doctrines of any par-
ticular church. The Bible Society
was founded on this principle, and had
for its specific objects the distribution
of the Bible without note or comment.
The scheme was happily devised and
successfully carried into execution. It
received liberal support from the in-
telligence, the wealth, and the influ-
ence of almost the whole Protestant
community. For a time the world
began to assume a new aspect, a more
Christian aspect than it had exhibited
since its earliest and most flourishing
times, Primitive Christianity seemed
to have again visited the earth ; and
some were almost promptedto exclaim,
« Behold these Bible men, how they
Jove one another!” A spot of neutral
territory had been discovered, where
the belligerent powers of church mili-
tant might congregate in peace—a
green oasis in the wide desert of

surpassed the most sanguiné iopes of =
its founders ;—the press, the great in-
strument of man’s liberties and rights,
was set actively to work ; ‘the Bible
was translated into more languages
than had been written ; it was multi-
plied like the leaves of the forest ; the
good seed of the word was scattered
abroad to the four winds of Heaven,
and though some of it may have fallen
on a stony soil,—though some of it
may have been choked by weeds or
devoured by "ill-omened -birds; -and
some trodden down and crushed -under

‘the iron hoof of bigotry and supersti-

tion, it cannot be doubted that much
of it fell on a good and fertile soil,—
that it has brought forth fruit to per-
fection,—that it has produced, and 1s
now producing, some thirty, some
sixty, and some a hundred-fold. Pro-
testants of all denominations were
invited to unite their efforts in the
holy cause, and numbers of them all,
or almost all, were admitted to take a
part in the proceedings of the society.
For atime the distinctions of what are
called orthodoxy and heterodoxy were
laid aside, and all seemed willing to
be actuated only by principles. . of
Christian philanthropy ; — the "dark’
cloud of sectarianism and bigotry
began to be expelled from the reli-
gious atmosphere, and the genius of
Christianity came forth beautiful and
brilliant as a star in the firmament
that has ¢ bathed its glittexing fore~
head in the ocean and new-tricked-its
beams,” and was seen for -a time, by
the rapt eye of faith and hope, radiat-
ing a cheerful light and shedding a
benignant influence on the heads and
hearts of men. But this happy state
was not ordained to last; the glorious
vision passed-away,—it melted into the
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aiv.. The-spirit ANTIcHRIST Was dis-

* turbed, and as he is said to have in--

sinuated himself into the Garden of
Eden to blight that felicity which he
could not participate, so he determined

to creep into the Bible Society to

create confusion and to scatter among
the sons of peace the fiery seeds of
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bear-garden, the motion was lost, and
the Bible Society was rescued from
ruin and everlasting opprobrium.

¢ Foiled in their endeavours to over=
throw the beautiful creation of the
British and Foreign Bible Society,
the adversaries resolved to form a
society of their own, which they bap-
tized with the water of contention, the

discord and rebellion against the Most
 High. Under the mask of superior
sanctity, and in the guise of one who
pretended that he had eaten of the
Tree of Knowledge, and had his
eyes opened to distinguish between

ood and evil, he entered their councils,
and began to whisper that their sanc-
tified body was tainted with the poison
of heresy, the leprous and soul-de-
stroying heresy,—that they ought to
undergo a purgation,—that the heretics
should be expelled,—and, to guard
against their re=admission, a test of
orthodoxy should be administered to
every member of the holy conclave.
The evil one having thus infused the
venom of his serpent tongue into the
bosom of his elect, left it to work and
ferment, and it wrought and fermented
according to his wishes. At last,
some whom he had made his con-
filants and the organs of his counsels,
had the assurance, in defiance of all

shame, to give utterance to his wicked

suggestions, and propose that a belief
in the Trinity should be adopted as the
test of membership by the Bible So-
ciety ! ,

* This proposition was in direct vio~
lation of the principle on which the

‘Bible Society was founded. It was

annexing to the Bible a note of por-
tentous sound,—a comment of most
anti-biblical, most anti-christian ten-
dency,—an audacious attempt to over-
throw a system whose peculiar beauty
and utility lay in the broad principle
on which it was-based:~ ‘That such a
proposition should have been a subject
of discussion in the Bible Society,
nay, that it was not met at once by
an universal burst of indignation and
scorn, is a matter of reproach. After
a stormy meeting, which a Rev. gentle-
man, who was present; compared to a

bitter water of Marah and Meribah,
the Trinitarian Bible Society. They
had now got a bantling of their own
to nurse, and might indulge many
a glowing anticipation of its future
beauty and its future strength; when
it was to come forth like Samson to
smite down the Philistines with the
jaw-bone of an ass; or rather, like a
man of Gath, to defy the armies of
the Living God. But, lo! while they
are yet gazing and gaping with
parental delight on their baby-giant,

,théy behold with amazement and

horror that it is speckled like a viper;
dotted all over from top to toe with
the plague-spots of the Irving heresy!
and, to add 1o their horror.and mor=
tification, they heard their first~born
denounced, sneered at, and ridiculed
even by some of the sanctified fra-
ternity 'as a lusus nature, a mon«
strous mfscreation. Having formed
a new society, and adopted a purify-
ing test of admission, it was to be
presumed that it would be hailed, by
the elect at least, as a beautifully or<
thodox and perfectly immaculate cor-
poration ; and, above all, that their
chosen committee, the sanctum sanc:
forum, would be impervious to the
mal-cria of heteroloxy. How coms-
pletely they were mistaken, the ortho-
dox journal, named “ The Record,”
testifies.’ . .
The Rev, Speaker here read several
extracts from the *Record’ news:

~paper - confirming- his statements of -

the total failure of the Trinitarian
Bible Society, one of which *is the
following :— '

‘ Although there were sixty-four
individuals who signed the requisition
for- the special meeting of the Tri<
nitatian Bible- Society; only forty-
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eight-voted. - Several of. the requisi-
tionists are known to have wholly
misunderstood the intention of the

UNITARTAN

‘originators of this measure, and some -

have expressed their wish that this
should be made known. Among
these is the Rev. J. Saunders. Another
requisitionist, John Boeswell, Esq., has

“sent us a corrected —copy —of —his-

speech, and concludes as follows:—
«“ Allow me, Mr. Editor, to add that
I have seceded from the British and
Foreign Bible Society, because heresy
is eligible to a share in the manage-

ment of the affairs of that Society. I

have seceded from- the Trinitarian
Bible Society, because heresy and
fanaticism have a share In the ma-
‘nagement of its affairs.” Holy, con-
scientious man ! with what a sweet

pugilistic grace he may project his

arms and exclaim, ¢ Stand aside! [
am holier than thou!” or, raising
them aloft with dilated stature, and
swelling -chest, and “trumpet tongue,
cry aloud, { God
am not as other men are!” The same
anti-christigh spirit which wrought in
England extended its baleful influence
to our own island, and attempts,though
of a less public nature, similar in

¢ God, I thank thee that I.
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not shrink from a comparison with -
the bestof the exclusionists,—ought to
have their représentatives in the com-
mittee and on/the platform. Whence
so much anxiety to exclude them?
Have they in any mode rendered
themselves unworthy of the holy
brotherhood? Have they ever be-

—trayed-the-great-principle_of_the Bible

Society, and made use of an influence,
derived from their connexion with
that Society, to circulate tracts and
comments in support of their peculiar
doctrines ? Have they distributed the
Bible, without note or comment, with
the right hand, while with the left
they were scattering their creeds,
articles, and confessions of faith?
Had they one face for the privy council
and another for public exhibition?
Have they at any time claimed pre-
cedence of men, their superiors in
virtue and learning, or used an undue
influence to keep an orthodox brother
~in the back-ground, and to plunge
‘him in the deepest shade, lest, being
‘discovered, he might become-an- object
of that popular regard which the
orthodox are so anxious to mono-
polize ? Unitarians know well how
they have been treated by Bible

wickedness and folly to those made T\ Societies, and assuredly they cannot

London, were made to subvert the
Hibernian Bible Society. The good
sense and Christian feeling of this
Society, united to a regard for prin-
.ciple, and congistency, baffled those
attempts, and, it is to be hoped, will
continue to baffle them should theybe
ever repeated. Trinitarians are fond
- of boasting, to their shame, that no
Socinians—meaning Unitarians, for
they are fond of nick-names—are ever
admitted to their councils, or to any
share in the management of their
affairs. This is.assuredly not. fair,
They who are members of a society,
who are acknowledged to be such by
the receipt of their subscriptions, who
have always evinced an honest desire
to act faithful to the principles on
which the Society was constituted,—
who, in the purity of their morals and
the rectitude of their conduct, would

boast that it has been according to
the golden rule of Christianity; but
they scorned to complain ;—if good
-were done, they remained satisfied ;
they were little ambitious of distinc-
tion among the orators of the Rotunda.
'They rejoiced-to -see--that the. Bible
was distributed, conscious that the
Bible is their most powerful and effi-
cient advocate. The projectors of the
Trinitarian Bible Society have given
Unitarians the most decisive triumph ;
they have virtually sealed their testi-
mony to the truth of Unitarian Chris-
tianity. 'Whence their anxiety fo
form a Trinitarian Society and make
a profession of belief in the Trinity
the condition of membership? Where,
but drom a consciousness that the
Bible is a Unitarian book? Whence
but from a secret and well-founded
conviction that the Bible, without note
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or comment, will make all honest and they shall find it ;—they are willing
unprejudiced readers Unitarians? They  that the good seed of the word should
have betrayed their want of confidence be scattered, though by orthodox
in the Bible to teach the ‘doctrine of hands, for the Lord of the harvest
« Three in one.” They would stamp will cause every seed, according to an
Trinitarian on its back as a talisman invariable law of his Providence, to
against the omnipotence of truth. ce after its kind; and therefore
-They dare not send it forth on the the crop must be Unitarian. It is
. strength-of-its-own-merits.—. They are— from-ignorance-of the Bible,-or from
afraid to trust it alone ;—it will pro~ ' coming to its perusal with minds pre-
pagate the soul-destroying heresy,— occupied by anti-biblical notions, from
it will unteach all that has been taught blind attachment to antiquated creeds
by Athanasius and Calvin, That it and nursery catechisms, from blind
has already produced some of these veneration for state religion, and its
effects we- may rest persuaded ; and forms established by human laws,
how should it not? The Bible is that men are Trinitarians. Let them
Unitarian throughout; anti-trinitarian dare to emancipate their minds from
in the beginning, anti-trinitarian in the inglorious vassalage,—let them
the middle, anti-trinitarian in the end. ~assume courage to read the sacred
It knows as little of the doctrine as of volume with their own eyes, to judge
the terms Trinity and Trinitarian, and by their own understandings, and the
that is nothing; but it teaches that religious world will at last become
God is one person, an intelligent truly Christian, and worship the Father
Being, the Creator and the Father of ¢ in spirit and in truth.”’

all. ¢« This is life eternal, to know The resolution was seconded by Dr.
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Strattan,

Christ whom-thou has sent.” -In-all ~ -The Rev.GeorgeArmstrong, a lately
that was written by Moses and the beneficed clergyman of the established
prophets, and taught by Christ and church, proposed the following reso-
his Apostles, we can discover nothing lution:— .

of a Trinity, nothing of a Platonic, 4. ¢ That as all true religion must
an Aristotelian, a Pythagorean, a ally itself with the advancement of the
Brahminical, a Runie, a Sabellian, general mind, it is the character of
or a Swedenborgian Trinity, nor any Unitarian Christianity to rejoice in
of the three-score and ten Trinities the free extension of intellectual light
which have claimed in turn the belief and moral culture through society;
and imposed on the credulity of man- that the sectarianism which afflicts
kind. Christianity repudiatesthe very this land may be gradually soothed
name of Trinity-as-a heathen-abomi- by uniting in the school-room those
nation,—an insult {o reason, a blas- who are divided in the church; and
phemy against the mostsublime truths that, with these convictions, we hail
of Revelation ; the Bible, I repeat, is with satisfaction the project for na-
essentially an Unitarian book; if tional education which has recently
allowed to do its own work, and to go been devised, and believe that, in thus
forth in its own simple majesty with- attempting to re-unite those social
out the deforming and distorting elements which intolerance has dis-
drapery in which priesteraft and severed,the government of the country
bigotry would enfold it, it will Uni- is wielding its secular power in true
tarianize the world. It has wrought, co-operation with the peaceful spirit
and it is working marvellous conver- of the Gospel.’ :
sions, Unitarians have no misgivings In recommending the resolution, he
of mind asto the result. They are said:—

willing to cast their bread upon the ¢ From the eaxliest period at which
Waters, assyred.that, aftex many days, I can charge my recollection with
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having thought upon the subject, I It gives us ‘the promise of .her. ¢on~’
can truly say, Mr, Chairman, that fidence. It opens an avenue to her
~ the scheme of education for the people affections. It carries us into the
of this country, which has at length hearts of her people—a noble region !
been put forward under the patronage —where her conquerors have never
of the government, was precisely that yet irodden—but where friends may
which had always presented itself to gather an abundant harvest, if they
~my_judgment, (however faintly it have only the skill to prepare, and
might have grown upon my hopes,)  thé patience to-await-it—In-a-word-:...
as one which was most adapted to this measure for the national education
our wants,—and most consistent with of Ireland supplies us with a great
policy, justice, and true religion. moral lever by which we may raise
“ Sir, I am disposed to regard it as the community to an elevation hardly
but little evincing a capacity for the yet contemplated, if, in despite of the
conduct of affairs, in any great pro- ignorance or the madness of blunder-
ject, and more particularly in so criti= ers, we will only apply our force in
eal and delicate an enterprise as that the right place, and erect our fulcrum
of instructing on a national scale the in its true position. o
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population of this island, to under-
~ value the difficulties, or miscalculate

the obstructions, which may oppose

themselves to our efforts.
¢ It might-no doubt be vastly de-

¢ But not only is it policy thus to
act—but it is that without - which,
truly speaking,- there can be.no such
thing as policy at all; and without
which, I believe it is in the irrever.

sirable that no such embarrassments sible order of things that no great or
should exist: but in the condition of permanent good ever was, or ever can
human nature, and especially of this be, effected. Sir, it is justice! Itis
country, such a spirit of docility or obedience to the fundamentil law of
concession is not to be expected. God's immutable will- It is ¢ doing
'The temper of a nation is not to be to others that which we would desire
changed by a wish; the prejudices of of others to do unto us.” * In the
a people will not disappear at our spirit, then, of this great maxim, I
bidding. The disasters of seven cen- would concede at once the right of
turies may instruct us that a new every man living, (saving the equal
method wmust be tried. Above all right of others,) to hold fast posses-
other countries on the globe, it most sion of his prejudices, until he chooses
behoves him who would legislate for spontaneously toresign them. Iwould
Ireland, and especially him who would mot, if I could, pluck up an error
enlighten the mind of the country, to with an over-strenuous hand, I would
remember that the age of miracle is spare my ighorant neighbour the tor--
no more—that the age of violence is ture of too sudden an extrication from
passed away~—and that it is time we its embrace: .and preferring to loosen
essay what the age of intelligence the soil about it, would sever the tap-
may now accomplish, root remotely below, that the process
¢ Sir, an opportunity of bringing of decay might be gradual, and the
such experiment into action has now restoration of the encumbered stem
been oftered to us. The government to life-and.air be less abruptly felt.
of Ireland, often mistaken, sometimes “ But after all, it may be said, why
unjust, rarely enlightened, has at all this finesse? why all this resexve?
length put an instrument of good into Do these obstructions to our purpose
our hande, by which a revolution more indeed exist? and are there any such
signal than any which her anpals have formidable prejudices, such obstinate
yet recorded, may be effected in this jealousies, to cross our path, and em-
eountry. 1t gives a power which she, barrass or defy our progress? I ap-
has not yet been practised to resi@ prehend there are. I .apprehend the
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peasants of Ireland are nither such
ardent pupils, nor so soon to be weaned
from their ancient sentiments, as our

Protestant zealots would have us to.

believe : and if time would- permit, I
might demonstrate, from some preg-
nant narrations of their own speakers,
and even the most successful of their
own__documents, that we are suffi-
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they reverence the alphabet. - If they
cannot be brought within hearing of
the same pulpits, at least it is some=
that they will meet us on the
floor of the same school. If they
cannot approach to the same views,
or enjoy, with the same conviction,
the great and ennobling truths which
we discern in the sacred page,~—itis

ciently admonished to abandon a
scheme at once so equivocal in its
morality, so uncertain in its progress,
and so precarious in its end.

¢ Well, then, the work has yet to be...

begun. But arduous though it be,
let us not be dismayed. Much there
is to accomplish, but much also to
encourage and elate. For ourselves,
we estimate beyond all price the pri-
vilege we would fain extend to our
brethren. - We regard with amaze-

ment beyond the power of words to

utter—almost beyond the power of
thought to imagine,—the pretension
of mortal man to do irreverence to
the image of his Maker, and put
chains upon- the -intellect, which: only
can be great in proportion as it is
free, and only ean vindicate its hea-
venly lineage in proportion as it has
power to analyse the works, and to
search into thé mind of the Divinity !

¢ But if we cannot transport to the
same elevation of knowledge or of
feeling with' ourselves, the multitude
who are wandering below—at least it
is something that they are willing to
begin the ascent. It is something at
least. that. they do.not repudiate the
alphabet, — Give them then, by all
means, this alphabet! It is a won-
derful, almost a mysterious implement.
In the compass of four-and-twenty
little symbols, all human knowledge
18 comprised : and while we deposit
ﬂ].ls intellectual seed, we know not
with what' forms of beauty or exu-
berance of growth it may shelter and
adorn the national mind in no very
distant times.

‘We say then, est quédam prodire
tenus ;—if they will not defer to our
Protestant sentiments of liherty, at
least it is something, I xepeat; that

something, surely, that they acknow-
ledge, on the same authority, and em-
brace with a like assurance with you,
that ¢ true religion, and undefiled be-
fore God and the Father, is this,” &c.
It is something surely that they hold
with you, that ¢ the grace of God
hath appeared to all men, teaching
them,” &c.—And finally, it is some-
thing surely that they no less believe,
that ¢ the hour is coming, and now
is, in the which,” &e. ! .

¢ Having, then, these momentous con~
victions to rest upon, may we nof
wait for all that is to follow? If,
ulterior to these, or intermingled with
these, any new or exceptionable mat-

ter be-thought to be .important, can it
“be so important as to justify the sus-

pension, or the partial application, of
our labours, until the Catholic mind
of Ireland has been coerced or coaxed
to regulate 1ts credence according to
our Protestant conceptions? Or rather,
where, out of Ireland, where, out of
that land of bigotry and blunders,

~would it not be deemed the duty of

benefactors to their country and their
kind to consign such questions o the

future capability.of the national mind

to deal with them, confiding in the
efficacy of the principles already ad-
mitted, and forward to improve the
opportunities possessed, without dig-
quietude, and without disunion ?’
- Mr. Armstrong here adverted to
several ohjections to the plan ; and
thus continued ; T
“ How persuasive, for example, to
four- fifths of the people of Ireland, the
following invitation to coalesce with
the writer in the heavenly work of
appeasing sectarian jealousy, and pro~
moting the benevolent designs of a
society in whose behalf such a chams:
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pion was ready to present himself -—

““ What opinion, let me -ask, stands
foremost in the rank of Popish false-

hoods connected with the word of the

eternal God? What opinion appears
stamped upon THE BRAZEN FOREHEAD
OF THE HARLOT Who sets HER SHAME-
LESS FRONT against the majesty of

UNITARIAN C’H‘RO”NICLE:

‘kindly sympathies of our nature,” by

dint of its combined religious instruc-
tion,—thought himself warranted to
kmdle, in hlS maturer hearers, this
same ‘¢ kindly sympathy,” by some
such incentive as the following :—
“ when the devil was hammering in-
fidelity on the anvil of hell, Arianism

“heaven’s etefnal King, whenshe pArREs —was—one-of -the-mest—h ofr»andmper-w-

TO WAG HER IMPIOUS TONGUE against
therevelation of his love and mercy ?”*
And thus much for Popery! Let us
now see whether it has fared any bet-
ter with the antipodes of that creed :
“ Well then,” exclaims another of the
peaceful brotherhood, emulous of the
sounds of love which had floated from
the shores of our Emerald Isle,—< well
then, what is likely to come from this
Paplst-Protestant Board ? I suppose
‘that the Protestant part is purely pro-

testant. I do not suppose there is
anything of Socinianism mixed up
with it.  Oh, to trust a Socianian to

mutilate the Bible —As WELL MIGAT
YOU TRUST- A VAMPIRE to leave the
life’s blood In its victim "+

¢ Now, sir, whether theseindications
betray more of the nature of the lamb
or the lion—more of the placid or the
furious—I leave it for those who are
curious in the history of animal habits
to determine. But, sir, startling as
these specimens may have proved, our
menagerie comprises a still more ex-
tmvagant combination of opposite
qualities, which our own island, fabled
as it is to have long since eJected all
monstrous things from her soil, has
still the unenvied peculiarity of hav-
ing produced. Hitherto we have had
to do with the lion and the lamb, the
Jeopard and the kid—but imagination
exhausts itself in the attempt to con-
ceive the union of either of these gen-
" tle natures with- the untameable soul
of the hyena! And yet, sir, I am
credibly informed that one of the most
earnest advocates of the system which
is to kindle in the infant heart * the

* Letter of the Rev. Robert M‘Ghee to
the Rev. Dr. Sadleir.
H'ii] Rev. Mr, Melville’s Speech at Exeter
)

nicious sparks that issued from the
forge! 11

‘ There, sir, there’s an apostle of
PEACE for you! There’s a missionary
to preach against the mischief of in-
stilling' animosities in the peasant
mind of Ireland ! = Take him, Kildare
Place Society, take him, my Lord of
Roden, to your alliance—and prove
to astonished Britain on what mate-
rials you rely, and to what prodigies
you resort, in support of your wise,
and-national, and Christian schemes'

“Sir, I can only rapidly glance at
what remains, These missionaries of
peace—these™ half-lambs and whole
hyenas—these champions of Protest-
antism, half-tolerants and whole per--
secutors—half-scripturalists and whole
Creedists, talk loudly of Christian
liberty, talk fondly of the sole suffi-
ciency of Scrlpture, and can never
enough commiserate the ignorance
which submits to priestly intrusion.

¢ Strange, Sir, that these purists have
altogether forgotten, that of those
among them who profess an adhe-
rence to the Established Church, not
one can presume, at the perll of
schism, to define what heresy-is!t - It -
is reserved for the Parliament of
England to do so. This Blackstone
will tell them. And of those who do
not belong to the Church of Parlia-
ment—pardon me—of England I
mean, the bulk are alike subservient

to the.Assembly of Westminster—to

the men whom Selden frightened
with the Hebrew Bible—to ¢ shallow
Edwards, and Scotch what -d’ye
call’—! Sir, T hold at this instant
in nd DOCUMENTARY evidence
that this is the fact; and that it is a
ruled case that in order to constitute
heresy, it is not enough to prove the





