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Whil e, as a nation , we are settin g to work in earnest to prepare
for ourselves institutions which will, in all probabi lity, lessen the
amount of crime within our borders , the greater number of us are
little aware how barbaro us are those of our regulations which
relate to the cus tody and punishment of criminals. Our ignorance
is not the less because we venerate the names of Howard and of
Romil ly. If this had been enough, their philanth ropic successors
would not now have had to dep lore that the work begu n by them
has made little prog ress in comparison with the time which has
elapsed since they set it on foot ; and that our treatmen t of the sin-
ning part of our population , is as lar gely compounded of folly and
crue lty as if our Chr istianit y were no more than a name, and our
civilization a false and conceited assumption. As a nat ion, we have
not even arr ived at the pr inc iple of punishment : we are blind to
its obj ects , an d there fore err ing in the use of its means. The lowest
classes among us look upon punis hment as sheer cruelt y, in-
flicted by those who have power , for some unknown pu rpose of
grati ficat ion or advantag e. Those a little above them regard
pun ishment as vengeance ; others , as something connected with
crime by an unknow n moral necessity ; others , more enli ghtened ,
see in it a benevolent pur pose of preventin g more evil by the inflic-
t ion of less. Few, very few, question whether any right ex ists to
inflict punishment at all , except in as far as pun ishm ent is
involved in the regulations by which the order ly part of society is
secure d fro m aggression. Of all these the lower classes know
most of the facts of the treatment of our cr iminal s, and all that
they know is so corroborat ive of their notions of punishme nt being
either gratu itous cruelt y or vengeance , th at we must not expect
them to improve their conceptions til l we have amended our ma-
nagement. In order to bring abo ut this amen dment , the compa -
ra t ively enli ghtened classes must be more full y informed than they
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are of the actu al state of out crimin al policy ; and such of them as
are pract ised in traci ng institutions to thei r princi ples must be
loudly called upon to apply their philosophy where it has never
yet been app lied by more than a few individual s, who , groanin g in
spirit , hav e taken upon themselves as much as individuals might
bear of the responsib ilities of a nation. It is not enough to carr y
on Howard 's department of the work , or even to perp etuate the
labours of Romill y ; for , like all other moral labours , this grows
upon the hands. It is not enough (thou gh, alas ! it is still much
•wanted ) to go into our prisons and see that the inmates have air ,
and light , and food , and water. It is not enough, thou gh it is
much , to see that they are not confined month after ~month 5 year
after year , before there is so much as an attempt to prove a char ge
against them. It is not enough, thou gh it is much , to strive to free
our penal code fro m th e barbarities and absurdities of former ages,
Fu rther than this , it ought to be, it must be, ascertained what con-
stitutes crime in the present age ; how society may be best guarded
from its aggressions ; and whether that kind of punishment which
consists in the arbitrar y infliction of suffer ing serves the pur pose
of securit y, or any other pur pose ; an d wheth er , th ere fore, such
infliction is authorized .

I t is clearl y the dut y of a governmen t to protect its subjects
from the aggressions of crime, and , in consequence , to seclude or
otherwise render powerless its criminal members. This app ears
to us to be the limit of its authorit y, in the fi rst instance. Th is
should be the object, not only in the proc ess of arrest and custod y
previous to trial , but after conviction . We cannot discern whence
is given the power to inflict arb itrar y sufferin g in the case of guilt
more than in any other case. A just direct ion of natu ral conse-
quences answers all the good pur poses ever contem plated in the
institution of arbitrar y punish ments , and re fers the responsibi lity
whither it ought to rest ,—on that Provid ence which has or daine d
misery to be the natu ral consequence of guilt , A man breaks into
his neighbour 's dwelling to steal his goods : we punish him wit h
death . This certai nl y secures society from his futur e tres passes ;
but it does much more ,—mu ch mor e, that we can perceive no
warrant for our doing. It destro ys a life which we recognize no
commission to take , and which , for aught we know, might be made
useful to the communit y and happy to the indiv idua l : it perplexes
the notions of moral cause and effect, ri ght and wrong, duty and
Pr ovidence , in the minds of multitu des ; and excites tumult s of
angr y passions : th us demora lizing instead of warnin g, and tend-
ing to the propa gatio n instead of the repression of evil. How
differe nt are the effects of punis hment by na tural consequence !

The man has done his neighbo u r wrong , and must the re fore
be secluded that he may not again do an inj u ry . This is th e
reas on of hi* impr isonment , which is longer or shorter in prop or-
tion to the apparent probab ilities of his repeating the offence ,̂
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t. eM to the aggr avation of the circumstances and to the offender 's
known character. In prison , he must not be a burden to the
community, and must wor k, not only for his bread , but for th e
expenses -which he has caused to be incurred in secluding him.
This is the reason of his hard labour. If, in his seclusion , he
attempts further injury to those yet within his reach , a closer
confinement is ord ered for the same purpose as the first. Hence
solitar y confinement , and , if ever necessar y, fetters . The other
regulations of his prison arise , some out of the position in which
the culpr it has placed himself, and not out of the will of his
ju dges and jailer s ; and others out of their responsibility for his
benefit , that he shal l re-ente r the worl d no worse , as far as in
them lies, t han when he quitted it. Hence arise the circum -
stances of his abode , his employments , his recreat ions,—in short ,
the routine of his pr ison-life. Is not this what is wanted for the
security of society ? Is not this still pun ishment ,—most irksome
punishment to the offender , while it allows him to feel himself,
not the victim of tyranny , but the ward of justice ? Is not this
the disci pline to satisfy instead of revol ting the injure d, to obviate
the oppressions of the agents of the law, to educate the moral
sense of the community, while it answers all the proposed objects
of an arbitrar y penal system ? Is it not easy to be unders tood
in its purpos e and in its workings ?—far more easy than the in-
explicable and empirical method ,—if method it may be called ,—
according to which justice is at present administe red ?

That human governments will in time bring their penal rule
into an an alogy with the divine , we can not doubt. The divine
government ordained arbitrary punishments in the infanc y of the
peculiar people, an d afte rward s withdre w its ordinances when
they became capab le of recognizing and antici pating natural con-
sequences ; an d thus ought it to be . with human governments .
In barba rous ages and countries , cr imes are little less arbitrary
th an punishments ; as in Russia , not ver y long ago, the wear ing
of shoe-stri ngs was punishable with impriso nment , and in India
the killing of a cow, with death . In proportion as states approxi-
mate to a right applic ation of the eternal pri nci ples of mora ls,
should thei r penal government appro ximate to the divine rule of
natu ra l consequence ; for which precise ly the same reasons
exist as that a paren t should lay aside the rod and the hol iday-
treat when his child grow s up into the youth .

It is a difficult task to arrange the penal governmen t of a
nation like ours in its present state , combining as it does the wis-
dom of manhood and the lowest ignoran ce and folly of infancy ,—
much of the refine ment of ad vanced civilization , and some of the
br utalizatio n of a savage state. It is difficult to prov ide punish -
ment s which it does not shock the consciences and sensi bilities
of the injured to inflict , and which may at the same time be pro -
apectively dre ad ful to the aggressor, This difficulty , great at the
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best , we aggravate to the utmost ,—-first , by not procurin g the*
univers al education of the people, and ne xt , by makin g the wors t
of such regulation s as we have , administer ing our punishments
capriciousl y, and enhancin g the ir mischiefs by bad modes of in-
fliction. Two great works , then ,, have to be ach ieved, in prepa-
ration for the enlightene d penal system of which our philoso-
phers and philanthro pists descr y a glimpse in a coming age :—>
the nation must be educate d into a state of moral discernment ;
and , while this is doing, our present penal inst itutions must be
purified from the executive abuses which render them ten times
more crue l and pernicious than the most barbarous of the ir ori-
ginators intended , or than there is any occasion for them to be
made.

We quote some remarks from the Report before us, on the first
of the two objects we have specified :—

6 The distressed condition of j uvenile offenders on their dis-
char ge from prison has continued to occupy the attention of th&
Committee , an d they have afforded such relief to these necessi-
tous obj ects as the very limited state of the funds would allow.
The prevalence of crime among the youth of the lower orde rs is
well known to be alarmin gly great . On the causes which con-
tribute to this evil , the Committee have ful ly enlar ged in their
former Re ports. Whateve r operates to the production of indi-
gence amon g the adult poor , has , of course , a most unfavou rable
effect on the moral condition of their families , an d the juvenile
depravit y, which now unha pp ily prevails , derives its ori gin and
stren gth fro m circumstances too dee ply rooted in the present
state of society to be materiall y diminished by any plans , however
wise, for the mere punishment of the offender. The diffusion of
education is, in every point of view , the most efficacious remed y
for the prevention of crime. By education is mean t , not merel y
instruction in the elementar y arts of reading and writin g, but a
course of moral trainin g" which sha ll impart reli gious impressions ,
contro l the passions , and amend the heart. In their previous
Reports , the Committee have enlar ged on the benefits wh ich the
establishment of Infant Schools is calcul ated to impart to th e
most indi gent classes , and especially in th ose crowde d parts of
the metro polis where a single room often contains several famt-
lies. Beset on every side by the most profl igate associations ,
breathin g a moral atmos p here the most corrupt , no benefits can
be conceived more precious than those which are presented by
these Instituti ons ; and it is there fore to be regretted that , not-
withsta ndin g their obvious importance , they should not have
become un iversall y established . In rega rd to the educa tion of
the poor general ly, it must be acknowled ged that the exper ience
of the last thirt y years has proved the inefficiency of the exer tion s
mad e for thi s pur pose, as well by public associations as by priva te
individ uals. In the metro polis and populous towns throu ghoift
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#ie kingdom , the want of education is severely felt5 while in (he
agricult ural districts a lar ge proportion of the workin g classes are
in a state of pro found ignorance an d great mora l debasemen t.
But a slight consideration of the subject will show th at the moral
and reli gious education of the people is an object too vas t in its
importance to the well-being of the state _, to be left to the volun -
tary exertions of benevolent individuals and charitable associa-
t ions. An Ed ucation Act , framed on broad and liberal princi -
ples, an d secur ing the concurrence of all sects an d par ties , would
pe one of the greatest blessings wh ich the legislature could con-
fer ; an d it is earnest ly hoped th at the period has at length ar -
rived when a national measure of this high chara cter will provide
for every child th rou ghout the kingdom an education compris-
ing the elements of useful knowled ge, and based on the solid
foundation of Christian pr inci ples,'—p. 85-87.

O ur business  ̂ then , is to favour infant and other schools to
the utmost , and to go on th anking government for the I rish
(School Bill, and remindi ng it that we wan t more , till general
education becomes the law of our En glish land. Then there will
be, amon g an incalculable number of other advanta ges  ̂ a wide
opening for an improveme nt in our penal government.

The second great obj ect , that of renderin g our penal insti tu-
tions no worse than they need be, is that which the Priso n Dis-
cipline Society espouses.

None of the objects , with a view to which imprisonmen t should
be con d ucte d, can possibly be answered by the methods which
preva iled befo re the Society began its exertions , and which have
riot yet given place sufficientl y to the better system of disci pline
which they h ave partia l ly intr oduced and are strivin g to make
genera l. Those objects are ,

1st. The securit y of the community .
2d. The reformation of the offender.
3d.— (a subordinate , thoug h still important objec t)—That the

resources of the communit y should not be uselessly consum ed by
its cr iminals.

The security of a communit y is little promoted by a system
Which lodges a man in prison a debtor and bri ngs him out a
ruffian ; which imprisons him errin g and dischar ges him de-
prave d ; or turn s a mere ly suspected man into a guilty one. Of the
120,000 pr isoners yearl y containe d within the jails of the United
Kin gdom , a ver y lar ge number must have gone in in a moral
con dition less threatenin g to society than that of man y whom they
were ; about to jo in. Thousan ds of them were onl y debtors , thou-
sands were young, many guilty of a first offence only, man y
inn ocent. For the short protect ion afforded to society by the
temporary confinement of these J .20,000, how dearl y rnust it pay
on th eir return tq it! Some of its foes are removed by the
-gallows/ pthers are sent abroa d to sprea d the contagion of {heir
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vices elsewhere ; but in compensation of this riddance , the debt ors
fcdtne but ready to steal as well as defraud ; the young educated
to crime ; the once over -temp ted now hardened ; the innocent
corru pted. Thus is moral evil propagate d by the very mode
adopted to confine it, and society injured by the mean s ordain ed
for its protection . The remedy must be found in classification ,
in restriction of inte rcourse , in keeping our prisons as clear as
possible of offenders whose misdeed s ar e not of so bad a characte r
as to render their seclusion necessary to the peace of the commu-
nity, and in shortenin g, as much as possible, the period of im-
prisonment previous to trial .

* In respec t to classification ,' observes the Report , c the prison-
act directs tha t in every county jail or house of correction , the
pr isoner s shall be divided into ten classes ; and where these
prisons are unite d together , twelve classes are required :' it is
further enacted that ' such further means of classification shall
be adopted as the justices shall deem conducive to good order
and disc ipline. ' It appears , however, fro m the jai l returns , that
upward s of forty prisons have not even the lowest scale of classi-
fication require d by law ; and that there are only twent y-two
united count y prisons in which the minimum is exceeded.
Wherev er the numbers are lar ge, a fu rther division of classes in
respect to age, character , and degrees of crime , is indispensabl e
in order to promote individual re forma tion and preven t the mis-
chievous effects of contamination. '—p. 23. There is much to be
done then in rectif ying the execution of the law while waitin g for
the amendm ent of the penal code.

The difficulties in the way of classification are much increased
by the crowded state of too many of our jails;—an evil not
wholl y arisin g from the increase of cr ime, but from an increased
dispositi on in the magistrac y to avoid the responsibilit y of bailin g
offender s who are brou ght before them , so th at stealers of hedge-
stakes and boys guilty of street- rows are shut up in a school of
corruption for weeks, instead of awaiting, un der better influences ,
the punish ment of their offences- It should be remembered that
every committal to j ail is a misfortune to the communit y as well
as to the culpr it , and there fore a deed riot to be needlessl y done.
• There cann ot be a question/ says the Report , ' that the numbe r
of untried prisoners—the most unmana geable class—m ight , by
the general accepta nce of bail , be reduced to one-ha lf, or even a
third , with no inj ury to the community , with great benefit to the
individ ual , and with mate ri al advanta ge to the disci pline of
prisons. The lar ge pro portion which the number of perso ns dis-
char ged by grand j uries , and of those acquitted , bears to the
whole numb er committed , affo rds stron g presum ptive evidence of
the unsound ness of the present system.1 And this though much
greater license of bailing is allowed by law than formerly.

An analogous evil is the unfrequenc y of jail-deliveries. Some?'
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thing Jirts of late been done, and more is, we trust, in the way to
be dottS towards rectifying the inequality of the law under which a
prisoner belonging to a certain cckmty may be kept in prison a
year before trial , while the perpetrator of a similar offence in
London is tried in six weeks : but, in the meanwhile, incalculable
injury has been and continues to be done to the safety of society
by the congregation of numbers, of whom such as are not guilty
are exasperated, and therefore prepared for guilt, and all of whom
are suffering gross injustice . , Magna Charta was framed with a
view .to -other results than this: it provided that justice should not
be delayed, any more than denied or sold .

It is evident that these grievances, which affect the security of
society, have an immediate bearing on the moral state of the
offender. As long as-they exist , the reformation of the criminal
cannot be looked for. It is plain that, previous to trial , before he
is subjected to any other infliction than the loss of liberty, every
precau tion should be taken to avoid his sustaining any kind of
injur y . He should have means to pursue his own emp loyments ;
instruction should be within his reach ; and he should have
liberty to decline society which he dislikes. None of these dues
are afforded in any fair proportion to the untried inmates of our
j ails. After sentence, the in fliction (as long as the right of inflic-
tion is recognized and acted upon) should be arranged with a
view to a higher object still,—that the criminal should leave the
prison a better man than he entered it. That this object may bê
and therefore ought universally to be, attained under the present
law, is proved by the degree of success of which the Penitentiary
at Millbank has been productive, though more animating examples
are before us in other direct ions. That which , through lapse of
time, may be best depended on, is at Auburn , in the state of New
York, a br ief summary of the plans and results of which is found
at page 7 of this Report, conveyin g as much valuable fact as the
more copious details which may be met with elsewhere :—

< At sunrise, the convicts proceed in regular order to the seve-
ral workshops, where they remain under vigilant superintendence
until the hour of breakfast, when they repair to the common hall.
When at their meals, the prisoners are seated at table in single
rows, wit h their backs towards the centre, so that there can be no
in terchange of signs. From one end of the work-rooms to the
other, upwards of five hundred convicts may be seen without a
single individual being observed to turn his head towards a visitor.
Not a whisper is heard th roughout the apartments. At the close of
day, labour is suspended, add the prisoners return in military order
to their solitary cells : there they have the opportunity or read-
ing the Scriptures, and of reflecting in silence on their past lives.
The chaplain occasionally visits the cells, instru cting the ignorant,
and administering the reproofs and consolations of religion. The '
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influence of these visits is described to be most beneficial, and
tije effect of the entire discipline is decidedly successful in the
prevention of crime, both by the dread which imprisonment in-
spires, as well as by the reformation of the offender. Inquiries
have been instituted relative to the conduct of prisoners released
from the Auburn Penitentiary—the prison at which this system
has been longest observed—and of two hundred and six dis-
charged, who have been watched over for the ^ space of three
years, one hundred and forty-six have been reclaimed, and main-
tained reputable characters in society.'

A large proportion ;—to which should be added all who, instead
of being corrupted on the re-entrance of these offenders into the
world, are warned by their past and encouraged by their present
example.

It would seem to be the very least that the authorities of a
civilized country could do, to provide against the further corruption
of the criminals who are made such, in a large degree, by the
vices of that country 's institutions ; yet, among us, not ouly have
the authorities failed to discharge this essential part of their
duty, but they have hindered or omitted to support the exertions
of benevolent societies and individuals. The j ails in Scotland
reniain unimproved, and most of the prisons attached to corporate
jurisdictions are in a state so disgraceful as necessarily to corrupt
all committed to them. In some of these there is no employ-
ment, no inspection, no separation of the men from the women,
of murderers from truant boys, or even of the sick from the
healthy* In some, the j ailer does not reside. In others, irons
are illegally used because the walls are tumbling down. It is a
very old analogy between the diseases of the body and the spirit ;
but it is one so complete and well-grounded, that it will bear a
perpetual application. What should we think of the justice and
humanity of first th rowing a man into the very centre of a plague
contagion, then , as soon as sick, removing him into an hospital
with the ostensible purpose of relieving society and curing him-
self; then, instead of putting him into a clean separate bed and
applying proper means for his recovery, shutting him up with
patients worse than himsel f, in heat and dirt, untended and uncared
for ; and, final ly, turning him out into the world again , when
the disease had reached its height, to spread it wherever he goes ?
Yet this is precisely our management of those afflicted with that
kind of malady which is to the patient as much the result of
natural causes as physical disease, while it is at the same time
prod uctive of worse evils, and more certainly curable. The root of
this grievance lies deep,—even in the mistaken notions generall y
prevailing of the origin and nature of vi rtue and vice ; but thou-
sands who cannot reach or discern the principle of the mischief
Can, help to ameliorate the pract ice, W ithout arguing how the
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crim inal became a cr iminal , they may perc eive and apply the
means of curi ng him of his criminality : thus fulfilling the second
great object which impri sonment should be mad e to effect.

If our nation were in the most prosperous state conceivable ,
it would st ill be an injustice to charg e it with the gratuitous main-
tenance of even the few offenders who would then be found in its
pr isons ; but , in the condition of difficult y and want in which our
population finds itself at present , the support of 120,000 prisoners
per annum is a bur den which ought to be declare d intolerable.
If it be considere d that advantages of every kind attend the en-
forcemen t of productive labour in prisons , while evils of all sorts
arise in its absence , it becomes difficult to conceive how so man y
have been permitted to spend their months and years of captivit y
in idleness,—wh y the sentence of hard labour has been so lar gely
evaded ,—and how it is that the necessar y workin g apparatus has
not been mad e a part of the furn iture of every prison. The ob-
j ection tha t the labour of prisons , like work-house labour , de-
ranges , in a certain degre e, the operat ion of demand and supp ly,
and thereb y injure s the innocent laboure r and capitalist , is of
small weight in compariso n with that of maintainin g prison ers in
idleness : more over , it would become of less weight perpe tual ly,
were priso n labour properl y regulated and enforced , since the
number of priso ners would decre ase. Let us once, like the Au-
burn aut horities , send out 146 reformed out of 206 committ ed ,
and the productions of our offenders ' industr y would shortl y oc-
cupy a very small space in the market. The re would result , fro m
such an arr angement , a sensible relief to the communit y,—
alread y sufficientl y injure d by the acts of the offender ,—an d a
new efficiency in our penal institut ions, to the great benefit both
of the crim inal and of society at lar ge.

The one great thing to be borne in mind th roughout the con-
temp lation of the subject before us,—throu ghout the doings of the
dai ly life of the benevolent ,—is that the amel ioration or renova-
tion of our penal system lies, in some measure , between the hands
of every man . Let the government be aroused to the utmost vigi-
lance and act ivity,—let the Prison Discipline Society continue its
virtuous labours ,—let individuals visit the prisoner , and towns and
cities un ite to keep their magistracies up to their dut y ;—much yet
remains to be done by those who may, for reasons or excuses of
thei r own , abstain from jo ining in any of these efforts to accom-
plish a great good. As much may be done indi rectl y as directl y
for an object which may be reached by so many ramifications as
this. Inj udicious charit y, overgrown luxur y, waste , arist ocrat ic J
idleness , all cause povert y somewhere ; and povert y causes crim e.
Commercial rest rictions , unequal taxatio n , profuse govern men t
expenditure , all cause povert y somewhere ; and povert y causes
prime * Cruel , inconsist ent , perp lexed laws, imperfect represen -
ta tion , aristocratic privilege, all cause oppression j and oppression

Prison Discipline * 585&



is not only crime in the tyran t but causes crime irk the oppressed .
Tempora l hardshi p perpetuates ignorance ; and ignorance causes
crime. Thus it appears that every one who moves in society
with more or less of influence , does somethin g for or against the
improvem ent in princi ple and practice of our penal syste tn *
Ever y one does someth ing toward s sendin g some other one to
pr ison or helping him out ,-—and towards determinin g his condi*-
t ion when there . Every one is, consciously or unconsciousl y,
enlisted with the Priso n Discipline Society or against it. The
alms-giver , the land- proprietor , the merchant , the manufacture r,
the elector , the head of a famil y,, school committees , charitable ,
literary, commerc ial associations of every kind 3 are all concerne d
in aidin g or inju ring the interests of that most pitiable , the cri-
minal , class of society ; and it is for these to look to it that they
act not only with a benevolent intention , but with a wise benevo-
lence . W hoever gives to street begga rs hel ps to fill our pr isons,
and there fore to corru pt their inmates. Whoever votes for the
cont inuance of the Corn Laws, or the East India Charter , helps to
fill our prisons , thou gh he may be a member of the Society for the
Suppressio n of Vice. On the other hand , every man , woman ,
or child , who hel ps to up hold schools , to ascert ain t he true natur e
and workin gs of our institutions and customs , who encoura ges
industr y, di scoun tenan ces waste , an d assists interc ourse between
different classes of the communit y, does much, ver y much for
which the ad vocates of the prisoner will be grateful. They, how-
ever, are the best benefa ctors , who unite direct with indirect
efforts : who pet itio n and petition till they obtain a partial aboli-
tio n of the punishment of death ; who, animated instead of satis-
fied by t his success, go on till they shal l have obtained its total
abolition -, and an equal ization of the penal system altogether ; who,
meanwhile , visit the prisons , and advocate the ri ghts of their in-
mates in and out of doors ; who do what in th em lies to lighten
the temporal burdens of the poore r classes, and above all , give
them moral ligh t an d stre ngt h to di scern an d pursue their best
interests . Many of the best men in France ar e using their new
liberties with a view to these objects. German y has set about the
same wor k with the wisdom , and is pursuin g it with the vigour
and persev erance, which might be expected from the usual cha-
racter of her enter pri ses. America is still so far before all other
countries in th is branc h of her legislat ion as well as her executive,
that we must long consider it a sufficient praise to be seen to follow
in her steps. She is not unwillin g, we believe , to have her penal
system made the test of her polit ical state. Great Britain must
make haste to get rid of fhe shame which would aris e fro m havin g
a similar test applied in her case. Since we cannot allow it to be
a fair one, let us frankl y admit our penal system to be an ano-

I maly ; and by a diligent and perpetual renovati on , brin g it at
r length into an accord ance with the best of our social institution s.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE POLISH LITERARY SOCIETY *.

The Literar y Society of the Friends of Poland is about to pub lish
a volume of Transactions , which we have reason to believe will
con tain much interest ing informati on on the past histor y and pre-
sent state of that heroic but ill-fated countr y. Meanwhile it is
incumbent on us to direct the attention of our readers to the pub-
lications alread y put forth by the Society ; to the soul-stirrin g
address of its President*; to the man ifesto of the Diet  ̂ an d the
petit ion of the 1600 gallant exiles ; and especia lly to the monthl y
re ports entitled ' Polonia ,' which will appear regularl y, and of
which the main portion will consist of pap ers written by enlight-
ened natives of Poland , authent icate d documents and corres pon-
dence, and hints for the best direction of the feeling which is at
length showing itself on th is subject. It is desirable that these
pub lications should be largel y circulated ; that Bri tish men and
women should know what deeds are per petrate d by barbarian des-
potism in its trium p h ; that they should learn what ways are open
for the expression of their sympath y and their indi gnat ion ; and
that for the cold and blind indiffere nce of the past some late atone -
ment may be made now that crimes have been committed which
might perhaps have been prevented , and perils have arisen which
mieht have been averted.

«_7

A question of forei gn policy is naturall y left more to states men
by pro fession, than one which concerns our own condition , griev-
ances, and ri ghts , as affected by our own institutions. They are
placed on their high watch -tower, that they may the better note
what passes afar , and report and advise according ly. The people
may be expected to wait for them to give the impulse and apply
the stimulus. But as to Poland , the people have not waited *Even amid the agonizin g stru ggle for their own political emanci-
pat ion , there have been sun dry out brea ks of sympat hy, an d testi -
monies of fellow-feeling with those who fought a fiercer fight for
a more desperate stake , on those remote plains. Man y hearts
throbbed anxious ly with altern ate hopes and fears , while Might
had not yet vanquished Right in the unequal conflict. It was not
the peop le's fau lt that Poland s envoy came an unre cognized
messen ger. From time to time petitions were not wanting ; nor ,
in the great gatherin g of the Unions, amid laurel boughs and the
gay wreaths of victory, was the banner absent which bore as its
inscri ption ' A Tear for Poland. ' Again and again has the tale of
devoted patriotism called forth that magnificent response which is
only hear d when mult itu des ar e agitated by one common emotion .

* 1. Address of the Literary Polish Association to the People of Great Britain.
2. Manifesto of the Polish Nation to Europe, and Address of the . Polish Refugees
in France to the British House of Commons, dated 29th May, 1832. 3. Polonia,
or Monthly Reports on Polish Affairs ; published by the Literary Association of th0
Frienda o* Poland. London/ 1832.



And that there have not been demonstrations yet more stron g and
general is solely owing to the want of more complete, and au-
thent ic, and generall y diffused information . To supp ly tha t want ,
the Polish Society has ar isen ,—spon taneousl y arisen ; alrea dy has
it begun to put forth its branches ; and let the exile rest in its
shade ti ll he or his children , if they have escaped the Hero d of
the North , shall reap the fruits.

No meas u re which the government could have ta ken  ̂ short of
war , could have failed of popular support. And what has the
government done ? What may be the exact nature or ex tent of
Lor d Durham 's mission it is impossible for us to tell ; but it is
somewhat late : and the conflict is alreadv transferred from Poland
to Germ any. The deluge has rolled onward s,—onwar ds toward s
France ,—for thither is its tendency ; and there are the people whom
its billows long to swallow , or who shall say to the flood of bar-
bar ism, * Hitherto shal t thou come, but no farther , and here shall
th y proud waves be stayed .5 Is it a wise policy to let the warfare
come so near us before we show an y decided inte rest in it? If
th e em bers of re presentat i ve government , an d a fre e pr ess be trod -
den out in the states of the German Confederation , where will the
iro n hoof be planted next ? Are we quietl y to see Belgium a gain
brou ght under the Dutch yoke, an d France , humbled and fettered ,
cursed with a th ird Restoration ? Are we the n to awai t that
British Restoratio n which the Quarterl y  Review predicts as the
millennium of Tory faith and hope ? Our forei gn policy has been
as short -sighted as it is selfish. It is as inj urious to oursel ves as
it is destructi ve to others . And there is somethin g very childish
in the retort , * What , then , are we to go to war ? Must we become
the Don Quixote of nations , and fi ght for Poland , and German y,
an d Ital y> and Belgium , an d France ? For anybody and every-
bod y that is oppressed ?' Nobod y says, go to war ; but every man
to whom freedom and humanit y are dear , says, ' Do not procl ai m
to all the tyrants in Euro pe, that whatever atrocities they may per-
petrate , you either cannot or will not offer any efficient resist -
ance .' Wh y might not the Russian Autocrat have been mad e dis-
tinct ly to un derstan d , at the ver y outset of the Polish contest ,
tha t his friendl y relations with this countr y were contin gent on the
fulfilment of all the violated promises of 1815 ? Wh y should he
hav e bee n allowed the diversion of leadin g our foreign secretar y
throu gh the long mazy dance of the Belgian protocols ? Our am-
bassador might have been instructed indi gnantl y to remonstr ate ;
and , if unheeded , to leave a court where hi s cont i nue d presence was
onl y a sanction to perfi dy and crime. An individual , and wh y not
a nat ion , may cut a villain without fi ghtin g him ; and should the
bl ow come, wh y then let* it be repe lled . In this case it would
scarce ly have been struck . A timel y and spirite d inter position
jni ght have saved Poland . Now, that horfibl y mapgled bod y
seerns scarc ely capable ev'en of a insur rection,
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Never has there been a worse -chosen period th an the present for1

the government of this countr y, in an unqualified manner , to
c preac h peace.* God forbid tha ,t we should advocate a war- po*
licy : we do not ) but we would have ministers show man fully to
the world that our national sympath y, friendliness  ̂ alliances , identi-
fication , are with those countries which are free—with all countries
as they become so ; and tha t we hold ourselves bound by no tre a-
ties which are not held sacred in all the provisions which they make
in behalf of subjects, as well as in those which are for what is deemed
he advanta ge of sover eigns and govern ments. Talk of peace as
we may, it is not pre served . Europ e is in a state of warfare !
The potentates of Russia , Austr ia, and Prussia , are at war with
all states that are free , or strivin g to become so. National move*
ments which are only re presse d, and edicts which are only enforced ,
by the dread of militar y execution , or by its actual app lication —
what are these but war ? What is the condition of the Italian states ,
—what that of the minor states of Germany, —but subjugation ?
They are practical ly as if conquered . There are on one side all the
advanta ges of war , and on the other all the restra ints of peace-
Let the Bri tish govern ment forswear war , if it so please , but let
it fairl y deal with things as they are. If we cannot afford , or
hold it inexpedi ent , to ra ise our banners for t he en force ment of
treat ies to which we are guara ntee i ng part ies,—for the defence of
countries which it is our dut y to protect , and for the repulse of
aggression by the powerfu l upon the feeble,—at least let there be
no mystification , no comp limentar y and conventional lan guage ,
no cajolery or vac illation , but a plain assertion of the princi ples
of justice and the rights of human i ty, and a corres pond ing conduct
towards all courts and peop le with which we have to do.

There can evidentl y be no securit y for a decided course on the
part of the governm ent so good as a stron g expression of publiG
opinion . To that opinion Mr. Cam pbell thus eloquentl y appeals :—•

* We conceive , that the barbarity and perfid y of the Northern Auto -
crat toward s t his brave and blameless peop le has been a mockery of
all laws and prin ciples that ensure the safet y of nations , and the civi le
zation of men. We defy the subtlest casuist to g ive his cruelties the
slightest shadow of j ustification. They are crimes which po ll ute ou r
si ght , an d on wh ich it is criminal to look with indiffere n ce. They are
sins w hich must be exp iated. They are stains on the annal s of our
species. They are an affront to the civilized world ; but , above all ,
the y are an affront to Great Britain , whose government is solemn ly
bound by tr eaty to protect the last remains of the Polish nation:

By the treaty or Vienna , Cireat Britain mad e some small atonement
(an d smal l it was , indeed) to the once glorious king dom of Poland
for th e robbe r y of her national greatnes s, an d for three guilty past par *
titio ns of her territories. It was sti pulated , by the treat y of Vienna ,
that all the portions of that Polish pop ulation , amounting to near ly
twenty mi llions , which had been seized by R ussia , Prussia , an d Ausr *
Ida , should retai n their nati ona lity in re presentation and civil instill*-*



tions ; though, unfortunatel y, thei r constitutional freedom was then ,
most pr obably for some sinister purpose s, very imperfectly defined.
But the Duchy of Warsaw received by the treat y of Vienna the most
definite and solemn guarantees of being- suffered to remain an inde-
pende nt and free Polish kingdom. It was expres sly sti pulated, tha t
the Emperor of Russ ia was to be King of Poland in the ri ght of its
consti tuti on only. By tha t treat y, a posi tive national and polit ical
independence was gua rante ed by Eu rope to a remnant of the Polish
nation in the Duch y of Warsaw— guaranteed by Great Britai n herself ;
but Russi a , in mockery of all this , has set aside every engagement on
the subjec t. Firs t of all , the Emperor Alexander repente d of his
liberalism in having promised a constitutional government to Poland ;
and he behaved even more inconsistentl y than Nicholas towards the
Poles, for he began by mildness , and ended by sendin g his brother
Con stantine to rule over them . Still , as long as Alexander lived ,
thin gs were not so bad in that countr y as after his death . Nicholas
ascended the Russian th rone , and Constantine was made (virtual ly)
King of Pol and. He swayed with a rod of iron . His dominion was
utter , and wreckless , and lawless despotism. He committed crimes
and cruelties which admit of no bette r apology than that he was half
a man iac. At the very moment the Empero r Nicholas , by his corona-
tion oath , had solemnly sworn to the Poles to maintai n their ri ghts ,
as th ey were guaranteed to them by their constitution , the people
beheld their noblest patriots chained and dun geoned , for simp ly clai m-
ing that constitution. Despair drove them, at last, to demand their
rights , sword in hand. '—pp. 6, 7.

4 The Poles arose and fought with an intrep idity that has scarcel y
its parallel in authentic histor y ; and but for the criminal inte rference
of the cabinet of Berlin , they would have beat the barbarians. As it
was, the y have throw n an imm orta l glory over their melanchol y name.
And it is even of this melanchol y glory, that the Au tocrat wishes to
defraud them. He would aboli sh their language , and , not contented
with robbin g their heroes of life, he would rob the very dead of their
memory , and erase them from human recollection ! That is more
than he can do I But let us look to his more practicable determin a-
tions. Poland is to be for ever annexed to the dominion s of the Mus-
covite ; its institutions and its language ar e hencefort h to be Russian ;
and thoug h G reat Britain guaranteed to them a separate indepe ndent
existence , the i ndepend ence of the Poles , as a nat ion , is to be an ni-
hilated . Meanwhile the Muscovite is sending, by thousand s and by
tens of thousands , the wounded men , the weep ing moth ers , and the
very youth from the schools of Poland , in chains to Siberia. Would
to God we could believe that report has exaggerated these atrocities !
It would be wicked in us to shock you with them if they wer e not
literal ly true ; and we would scorn to calumniate , if that were possible ,
even the oppressors of Poland. But , alas ! we kn ow those hor rors to
be too true. Aut hent ic documents of too melanchol y conviction lie
before us. But we need not refer to such sources. Facts enoug h
are al read y known to all of you, and as notoriou s as the sun at noon -
day, to ehow the Autocrat 's barba rity towa rds Poland. His own
ukases avow it openl y.

? Fellow Countr ymen ! is all this outra ge to your humani ty, as men ?
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aiad is all this insult to your honour , as a nation , to be passed over
unheeded ? Not to speak of stipulat ions and treaties—not to speak
of the millions of money which you have paid , and which you are stiil
pay ing1, to Russia on the faith of one tre aty — you are spectators of
a hideous enormity ; and , as huma n beings, you owe to human ity your
public prot est and universal reprobation .'—pp . 9, 10.

The * Man ifesto of the Diet/ and ' Address of the Polish Re-
fugees,,' are clear statements of the national j ustice of the question .
The following illustrations of the unparalleled injuries and insults
to which the Poles are subjected, and th at not in Poland only,
not by Russians only, but by the neutra l powers ., we select fro no
the forei gn corres pondence of the Polish Society , as publishe d in
the firs t number of their Magazine c Polonia. '
• Letter , written by  one of the P olish Patriots , f rom Dresden , {the

Capital of Saxony,} dated June 13.
* I hasten to communicat e to you tha t , in consequ ence of a note

addressed to the governmen t by the th ree courts of Russia , Austria ,
and Prussia , all the Poles residing here are required to leave Saxony
¦without del ay . The government did not fail to protes t ; but , at last ,
al most wit h tears , (the onl y government that has yet tears for Poles ,)
it was obliged to submit to the threatening - demands. We are all to
depart in several divisions. '

* F rom the '• Courrier Beige, June 10.
• Various accounts from the frontiers of Poland agre e in statin g that

the condition of this ill- fated countr y is ever y day becoming mor e and
more dep lorable. By a recent order of Prince Paskewitch , all the
children of respectable families are to be transported to the inte rior of
Russ ia , and upwards of 5,000 children have alread y been carried off.
The lad y of General Rozycki , not having been successfu l in her pe tition
to the emperor in favour of her two sons , killed the m with her own
hand , and herself on the ir corpses. '

4 Wi j lna, May 12.
* We have const antl y a strong military force stationed here. Public

opinion is entirel y suppressed. Nobod y dare s to pronounce a word on
the disastrous events of the late revolution. Onl y a few nobles visit
the town : they hav e retired to their esta tes, to avoid suspicion . There
is no trade whate ver ; and , under such circumstances , no forei gn mer-
chant ventures to bring his goods to the market of Lithuania. A
general prohibition has been issued against travelling abroad ; and sick
peop le, who wish to drink th e mineral waters abroad , must fi rs t app ly
to St. Peter sburg h for perm ission to go. This state of thing's is the
more insu pp ortable , as man y Lithu an ian families were in the habit of
spending every year some time in the watering- places abroad. The
militar y everywhe re give the ton , whilst the citizens are dead to all
enjoyments. The scien tifi c worl d doe s not fare better. In th e univer-
sity, the chai r of history is still vacan t , and it is likel y to continue so.
JF ro m the law class, the laws of nature and of nations—fro m philology,
the Annals of Tacit us , are proscribed. Onl y on medicine complete
courses of lecture s are delivered. The course on Polish liter atur e is
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henceforth to be read , not in our own language , in Polish , but irt
Latin. The reading of Polish books is prohibited ; the libraries are
no more allowed to lend them out , nor are they allowed to be sold in
bookseller 's shops. Mr. Zawadz k i , bookseller of the university, was
consequentl y obliged to shut up his shop, and is resolved to settl e
abroad . From the kingdom of Poland , we only hear tha t nobod y is
per mitted to pass the frontiers , unless he is provided with a passport ,
signed by Prince Paskewitch himsel f. The whole country is blocked
up; and the inha bitants of one palatinate , or district , cannot go to
another without a special passport *.'

* Extracts from several Letters f rom the f rontiers of Polan d and
Prussia ,

• Thousands of Polish soldiers remai n still in Prussia. The govern-
ment, wearied with so much perseverance , would have been glad to
send them to France , had Louis-Phili ppe shown the slightest wish to
have them ; but he rem ained mute and indifferent.

* The insurgents in Lithuania increase dai ly in number , owing to
the inhuman conduct of Russia , in seizing the inhabitants , and sendin g
them into the deserts. The population is thus diminished , but the
exasperation increases.

* In Poland , all those who have served in the arm y—tho se even
who , on the faith of the amnesty, returned fro m abroad—are forced to
ente r into the Russian service. Those , however , who have money may
rescue themselves , as venality prevails as much amon g the civil as the
military officers. Horrid scenes occu r durin g these violent levies ;
man y destro y the mselves by drowning or otherwise .—The carr ying
away children continues still. There is a separate Board of Police
establi shed in Warsaw , to watch the childre n, seize them in the streets ,
tear them from their mother's arms, and send them to Russia ! From
Warsaw alone 2,000 children have been sent alread y ! Ima gine the
cries and the lamentations of moth ers !—The Court Martial in Warsa w
has not yet begun its operat ions ; but an Ukase has been issued ,
ord ering that all those who were tried in 1825 shall be trie d again , as
fresh proofs of their guilt have been discovered. '

* June 29.
* The Pru ssian Government has ordered all Polish soldiers to return

to Poland , promising that they would not in anywise be molested , but ,
on the contrary, would be allowed to re turn to their respective homes.
Pru ssian officers harangued them , told them they were betrayed by
their leaders , who do not find any support from France —that those
w ho retire d to Franc e have been sent to Al giers , and made slaves—
that France , for whom so much Pol ish bl ood has been spilt t> is en-
tirel y devote d to the Rus sian and Prussian system. The poor Poles
y ielded to these remonstrances. Divided into smal l columns , they took
their way towards Poland , but on approachin g the fr ontier they hear d
how their companions had befen treate d, and refuse d to march. This

* Since this letter was writ ten , the universit y of Wilna has altogether been broken
up, in pursuanc e of the tyrant' s ukase of the 12th of June. The librar y, containing
upwards of 200,000 volumes, is being transported to Russia. Only a college of
medicine is left . • . .
f No less than 92,000 Pules hav e shed their blood fox French interest s since 1792*
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gave rise to cruel scenes. The disarmed Polish soldiers Fell on the
ground , when a regiment of cuira ssiers was ordere d to rush on them ,
on horseback , and tram ple over th eir bodies , and the infantr y struck
them with the butt -end of their muskets ! Several lives were lost ; one
non-commissioned officer had his nose cut off by a Prussian , and
instead of being* sen t to the hosp ital , he was tied to a waggon and
drive n on foot ! Such horri d proceeding's exasperated the inhabitants ,
who were Je ws ; they sent th eir agents to apprize those soldiers , who
were yet behind , of the fate that awai ted them , and 700 of them dis-
persed immediatel y into the woods and villages. There are 400 Polish
soldiers in Graudenz , and 5,000 in different parts of Prussia.

* Ex tract of a Letter f rom, a British Gentleman , addressed to the Society
immediately  af ter his arriva l in London.

•H aving left Warsaw about the 20th of June last , I arrived here on
Saturda y the 27th instant ; and in all probabilit y, the Poles in Eng-*-
land j as well as other peop le, may feel disposed to hear somethin g of
Polan d, which I have so recent ly left , thoug h, in passing throug h
Germa ny and Belgium , I perceived in the perusal of the Eng lish
papers that accounts have not failed to arrive , describin g the un-
para lleled conduct of the Ru ssians , and I affi rm that the whole pub-
lished can be accredited , and nothing is exaggerate d during the time
I remained at Warsaw. I was anxious to know if the government of
England or France could real ly approve of the oppressive measures the
Russian s have continued to follow up since their entr y into Warsaw ;
but could never , like the rest of peop le, get the sight of either a Frenc h
or English paper. Every litt le pr ivilege the Poles possessed previou s
to the revolution they are now completel y deprived of. About three
months ago, a body of sixty men (I believe they had been members of
the Diet) were arrested in one night , and I could never learn a sufficien t
cause for it , or if they are yet liberated ; thi s enraged the inhabitants
so much , that had there been arms , most decidedl y they would have
risen . They continue the ar rests da il y ; individuals are missing every
week , and it is quite unknown to any one where they ar e removed to.

About eight miles out of Warsaw , the day I left there , I met a lad y
with her famil y : she had bee n to see her husband in one of the prisons
at Wars aw. The feelings of this lad y appeared quite unnerved , and
she seemed in a most unhappy state of mind ; and all that I ascer -
tained he was imprisoned for, was because he had been a member of
the Polish piet. It appear s most eviden t , that Russia now wishes to
efface the ver y race of Poles by these repeated ba nishments of men ,
and the late removal of the childre n into Rus sia. It is quite true , that
orders were issued from Wa rsaw to the governors of the towns in
Poland , to deliver all orphans from the hosp itals of these re spect ive
places ; and at Kalish , a frontier town , a desperate resist ance was made
by the people in consequence. Between 400 and 500 were sent from
War saw to Pe ter sbur g*!; 300 died , and the r emainde r fell sick on the
way, and were obliged to be put int o hosp itals. The greatest un-
happ iness pervade s the entire of Polan d, and every individual , man
and woman , impat ien tl y inqu ires and waits the future events in Euro pe,
as the onl y possibility of a chance of being again restored. Surel y,
England and Fr ance will do something to remove the Russian yoke
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from th is brav e but unfortunate people, so that the expatriat ed in
Europe may return to their families and homes. The palaces ar e
stri pped of all their royal possessions ; and the remova l of the libraries ^&c , at the uni versity, had either t aken place, or was about to take place ,
"when I left . By the bye, they had commenced to build the fortre sses
before I left ; and the poor Poles are compelled to raise these struc -
tures , the guns mounted on which are , some day or othe r , to fire upon
them. The recruiting - system has long- since commenced , and all the
Polish soldiers who hav e returned are oblisred to enter the Russian
ran ks. All fami lies, by order of the Emperor , must give, if they have
two sons , one to his army. Russia keeps herself in read y preparati on
for war ; and the ambition of her repeated victories induces, her to hold
the opinion , some day or other , to march and conquer Prance as her
army is now in Poland. —p. 47—51.

Are these th ings to be, without a univers al cry of disgust ,
horro r, and reprobation ? Is a with drawn motion or two in the
House of Commons sufficient to satisfy our national conscience ?
Is all our j ustice, humanit y, and Christianit y evaporated by Hindoo
suttees and negro slaver y ? Wh y th at slaver y, to the poor
wretches born in it , can scarce ly be so bad as the change which
Pol ish nobles , an d even the Polish peasantr y, have been in so
many cases mad e to unde rgo ; and the sutte e of the Hindoo
widow is an immolation more tolera ble than the agony of many
a Polish mother. We would not write a syllable in pa lliation of
those enormities ; but let them not exhaust our sympathies ; let
not the Polish question be postponed to them , simp ly for that
reason which ought to ensure its precedence , becaus e its import -
ance is thereb y tenfold enhan ced ,—that it is more direct ly a
political question. It is so ; and there fore it involves our interes ts
as well as our feelings. Nor is it a subject on which to talk of
confidence in ministers. Their dilator y and timid policy is alike
unsatisfactor y, whet her it be the result of their own views, or
forced upon them by unc ontrollable circumstance s. It may be
that they need the alliance of such men in office as ar e believed
on severa l occasions to have neutralized the liber al designs of the
best por tion of the Cabinet. It may be th at they feel the neces-
sity of compromisin g on some points with a Tory opposition. It
may be that a Court , which ungraciousl y submitted to the com-
pulsion of receivin g them back , while in the very act of defiling
the Brit ish na me by its associatio n with the Hano veri an adhesion
to Austrian liberticide , has ample mean s for the perversion of
their fore ign policy. Wha tever su pposition be made, no v ind ica-
tion can be established of a quiescent confidence . It is for th e
Br itish peop le to form and express their opin ion. Success to the
labou rs of the Polish Literar y Society in pr ovidin g the mean s for
both ! The constituti on of this Society may be seen in the Ma-
gazine from which we ha ve just been quotin g. Its numbers are
rapidly increasin g, and its grotvth is a heart felt solace and hope

%X> *hfc pat riot exiles, pf whom ther e are now so many in the
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Tor quato Tasso, in the admiration which it excites in the closet ,
rival s I phi genia , thou gh it wants all those requisite s which have
rendered I phigenia a stock play, the test by which the female tra ge-
dian is tried , who aspires to the performance of the highest female
characters ; for Tasso is a dram a with out action , that is, without ex-

0 r *

ternal action. It is a psychological play, written to exhibit a lofty
and re fined intellect in conflict , in sufferin g conflict , with practica l
talent : th e poet at war with the man of the world . In a word ,
it is a philosophical poem in dialogue. It has been performed in
private theatres , but we do not suppose it was ever exhibited on a
stage where money was demanded at the door .

Thou gh it has been translat ed*, yet , from its want of all po-?
pular attractions , we presume it to be unknown to our readers ,
and shall insert an analysis of it,

* It opens with a scene more idyllic than dramatic. Leono ra
Pr incess d'Este , an d Leonora Countess of Scandra n o, are in a
garden adorned with statues of Vir gil and Ariosto. The ladies ,
while br aiding garlan ds, discourse of poetr y. The passage , in
which the Countess gives praise to the house of Este for its pa-
tron age of the great poets , has been often quoted as pro phetic of
the fame that was soon to accrue to the house of Saxe- Weimar ,
the pat ron s of the young author f" . The dialogue is unreason ably
J ong, cons idered as part of a dram a in which the re was to be
actio n ; and this re mark app lies to the whole play. It is inter -
rupted by the arriv al of the Duke of Ferr ara, and after him by the
'* •• By Char les Dea Voeux, Esq., under the author 's eye. Mr. Des Voeux thought
it no unfit exercise of his talents , when educating for di plomacy , at Weimar. He ia
now attache ^ to the embassy at Con stantin pple, Mr, £>es V oeux.' has adde d some
pleasing versions of some most delightfu l songs and ballad s.—The 'Lay of the Im-
priso ned Count ^ ' « The Violet ;  ̂Mehadoh / &c. &c. '
i f Th« desire to earn that fame must have been genera ted, if it had not existed

before , dur ing those Att ^c nighty W««n. Tasgo was playe4 9>t the Cqurt theatr e, by the
court . The youn g Duke and Duchess performing the character * of Alp^onso and the
Ptineefcft Leonora, «nd Oft*' gt*ai po#t fyrowlf-rt mtosentiiur ^i# own Taw©:

metropo lis. Two or three local societies «.re alread y formed , a*ut
others are conte mplated. The Birmin gham an d other Political ;
Unions have appealed to the legislature and the public , in a
spirit worth y of the conservator s of the libert ies of our own
countr y, and the friends of the liberties of all other countries ,
There is no longer anv shad ow of excuse for ignorance , or in-
difference , or silence. The election s are coming. Let Pola n4
be nowhere forgotten when electors and candidates meet upon
the hustin gs. Let every asp irant for legislator ial honours
hear the loud echo of th at voice of power which has been sent
forth by one who has so long consecrated the purest strains of
poetry to the noblest purposes of patriotism .
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poet, who comes to present him with a grateful retur n for his pro-
tection,—the * Jerusalem Delivered / The offerin g is accepted with
grac e, as it was presented with dignity ; and the Duke desires
his sister to take fro m the head of Vir gil, the laurel crown which
she had just placed there , and put it on the brow of Tasso. She
obeys. But the gift operates instantl y like poison on the too
susceptible frame of the poet : he exclaims ,—

* Oh take it from my worthless brow away !
Remove it far ! it does but singe my locks !
And , as a sunbeam which in mid-day heat
Has re ach 'd my brow , it burns the vital force
Of thoug ht from out my brain. '

«̂ f ^ *̂ ^̂ * *V* ^^K

Unworth y such a cooling wreath am I ,
Which onl y on the hero 's brow should wave :
Oh take it off, ye Gods ! And let it shine
Amidst the cloud s, till high and hi gher it
May float unreachable ; that thus my life
May ever wander after this bri ght aim V

This is the firs t indication of the disease th at is so soon to.
brea k out to his dest ructi on , the virus of which is further quicks
ened by the arrival of Antonio , secretar y of state . Havin g
wro ught services to the sovere ign as a war rior and a state sman ,.
Anto nio beholds with jealousy and anger the rewar d , which he
deems due to himself, on the forehead of a make r of sonnets ,
and betra ys his hosti lity by an untimel y thou gh eloquent eulogy
of the departed Ariosto , whose crowned statue adorned the garden.
Thus th e elements of evil are all in activity in the firs t act.

In the second act, after another dialogue of
* Linked sweetness long drawn out ,*

between the Princess and Tasso , and a soliloquy in which the poet
betra ys the passion that is boiling within him , a sterner dialogue
follows between the poet and the man of the worl d. Ant onio
insults Tasso as the ignoble usu rper of the laurel which belongs to
himself, and the poet draws his sword on the soldier , an d chal-
lenges him to single combat . The Duke ente rs , and Tasso is put
under arrest for his offence.

In the third act there is no incident. The ladies consult on the
means of resto rin g harmon y, by reconcilin g a due submission to
the laws of decoru m, indispensable in a court in the sixteenth cen-
tur y , with the indul gence required by the infirmities of the hi gh-
minded and sensitive poet. Antonio j oins with them in their
endeavours.

In the fourth act an apparent reconciliation takes place between
the warrior and the poet. But the only use that Tasso makes of
Antonio 's offer to serve him , is that he require s him to obta in
from the Duke his permission to leave the court . In this act
are seen the workin gs of ' the stron g disease that must subdue at
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length .* Probab ly our author borrowed some feature s of his
affectin g picture from Rou sseau ,—the most admirable , fascinatin g;
and pitiable of insane philosophers.

In the fi fth act , Tasso obtains fro m the Duke his permission td
repa ir to Rome. He takes leave of the Prin cess. Delicate and
even ambiguous as is her expression of friendshi p, the sympat hy
she expresses for his sufferin gs, an d her earnest warn ings against
the peril to which he would expose himself (he being a proscribe d
man) at Nap les, raises his passion to deliriu m. And he, the
petty noble ., throws himself into her arms , and presses to his
bosom the sister of his soverei gn 1 Antonio and Alphonso are
witnes ses of this act ,—the catastrop he of the drama. They endea -
vour to assuage the parox ysm of his passion ; and the curtain drops
at the close of a speech, which terminates from exhaustion , appa -
rentl y in pathetic submission , but leaves the future condition of
the suffere r to be foreseen without the aid of histor y. Thus
affordin g an admirable comment on the fine text of our own great
lyrical and philosophical analyst of the human soul*

( We poet s in our youth begin in gladness,
But thereof conies in the end despondenc y and madness. *

Wordsworth.
Of this play the other characters are perfect. That of the Prin-

cess, especial ly, is admirabl y managed. The author , with ex-
quisit e decoru m, leaves it a problem whether she had ever , in de-
fiance of her rank , suffe red an ignoble return of affection toward s
the poet to take place in her bosom. That was a secre t too deep
to be intrusted to words. Mrs . Siddons alone would have been
competent to inform the spectator with adequat e dign ity and grace .

While we imagine how that magnificent and incomparable per -
son , Mrs . Siddons , would have performed the Princess , yet we
acknowled ge that it is not , as a play capable of being exhibited to
the public , th at we have del ighted in the perusal of Tasso (to the
"writer of these sketches individuall y the most delightfu l of all
Goethe 's drama tic works .) It does not lay before us the histor y of
man ,—the aw ful condi tion of humanity ,—as the mytholo gical
dramas of the Greeks did. It is not one of those state-action s
in which ]

1 Princes should act,
' And raonarchs should behold the swelling scene.

But while those sublime epi tomes of Greek philosophy were ex-
hibitin g before the collected people of Athens , a philosophical
poem like Tasso might have been recited to the pupils of the
Por ch or the Academy*.

* Since the ahove was writte n, we have received an account of the solemnities
which , accompanied and followed the interment of Goethe , which was performed
with a splendour and taste never hefore so appropr iately united . The theatre was dosed
from the time of the poet 's death till the evening after the funeral rites , which indeed
may he said to have been terminated by the perfo rmance of Tasso. The unntness of
this play for rep resentation lies in the impossibility of finding a public capable of
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* TWe avail ourselve s of this occasion tQ make a few remarks on
the kind of persons as well as incidents which poets of firs t-rat e
characte r make the subject of the ir art . The reader will perha ps
have remar ked that (to use a trivial epithet) there is not in either
Iphigenia or Tasso a bad chara cter. Inde ed, persons thoroughly
odious are as seldom found in Goeth e as in Shakspear e. Mon-r
sters of crue lty and at rocity—murders , rape s, incest— conflagra -
tions ; irres isti ble appetites , which are to passions what convulsion
are to voluntary movements ; outrageous and fri ghtfu l incidents ^such as the Newgate Calendar contains ; naked men tied on wild
horses , and these driven into the desert : women bundled into
sacks and thrown into the sea—shipwreck and cannibalism unite d
(but , by the bye, this is a comic incident , and therefore hard ly be-
longs here ) all these , are the stimulants by which a . worn-o ut
taste is to be excited to enjoyment. Th is has been called , with
more trut h than politeness , the Satanic School ; and it gave grea t
bffence to the noble poet to whom it was app lied. We do not
approve of the appellation .—It might have been called in better
taste the Old-Bailey School of Poetry 5 The French have set
about dramat izing the Causes celebres, and we are at due distanc e
following in thei r steps. A ThurteH 's mur der was perfor med at
the Surre y Theatre , but the government officiousl y interf ered, and
stopped the performance . Another of the imitat ive arts , not hap-
pily under the restraints of the police has taken up this class of
subjects of taste ; —and the curiou s may still see in Fleet -stre et
models in wax-wor k of the bur kers of the I talian boy, and Cook f
the late mur dere r, who in a more classical style burned his victim
after slaughterin g him. A feW years since, rea l horrors of this1
Kin d were th ought to be German , and there was a foundatio n for
Xhis in the translations of Schiller 's Ghost Seer, as well as of his
earliest and worst tra gedies, and also in the Englishing of some
of the wild ropaances of Vert Weber. This perversio n of taste
was cert ainly hot unfrequent in German y hal f a century ago.
Goethe has done more than any man to brin g back the public
Teeling ihe pathos that arises -out of the conflict between the poetical character and
the spirit of the every-day world. But grief, like every strong affection when it does
not overpower, quickens the faculties of all men, and on this occasion the dullest of
spectators could not have failed to discern and feel, and duly apply all the bearings of
the play on the awful event that had taken place. At that passage where Tasso,
-taring ammtedf, takes his laurel crown/rom his hea4 an<l delivers it up with his sword/
mournfully exclaiming—

Wer weinte nicht, wenn das xmsterbliche- ¦ • ¦' ' . Vor def Zerstoning selbstnicht sicher ist ?
Who would not weep when immortality
Itself ia nuhject to destruction's power ?—

the performance was suspended for a time by the general burst of feeling. The play
terminates with a pathetic speech by Tawso, On th« occasion of this being delivered,¦the actor came forward, and connecting it with the la;sfc wprds of his character, recited
aa elegiac poem in the octave stanza, tha whole drapaatic company appearing ovi the

itetsge m the old JUli^n mouyoing coitwn q, .;
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taste to works .of imaginati on ,—-a faculty which does not refase alj
alliance with frightful real ities, but which refines and idealis e
them ; and it will not be disputed that it requires far less ta lent tp
excite pity and terr or with the aid of & material incident, whic h
alone can do much , than by exhibit ing the calamit ies to which
human ity is. subject, by the mere untowar d combination of virtue s
and excellencies ; and the entang lement that arises out of the
conflict of intere sts and weaknesses which are common to all, and
for which all feel indulgence and compassion —while all are aiik^
exposed to the wre tchedness which arises from them.

JO iet natf tr lich e Toehter, *\ e, the Nat ur al Daug hte r. —This tr a-»
gedy held a very high place in the author 's est imation , thou gh
but a low one in public opinion . It is one of the least read an4
most unjustl y app reciated of his elaborate composit ions. Had
he needed it, he would have bud th  ̂ cpnsola tion of the Athenian .
at the recital of whose poem the audi ence left the hall empty ,
except that Pla to re mained , Herder , who would not concur in the
praises lavished on som© of Goethe 's most popu lar works , was
a warn * admire r of th is ; and in the closet it will be found , by the*
think ing reader, as admir able as it is unsatisfactory on the stage }
and for an obvious cause*^-it is but the first of a tri logy of tragedie s
7—rath er the excessively long first act of a play, tha n a play it*
self, It is so remark able a work , and so entirel y un k nown , that ws
shall pres ent g, sketch of it. It app ears from the Diar y (volf
31, 84) to have been suggested in the year 1799 by the Memoirs
of Stephanw de Bourbon CVra ft',—a book th at made great noise ia
its day at Paris , but is now forgotten , The authoress , if we mis*
ta ke not , played , in the earl y years of the Frenc h revolution , the
pa rt of the un fortu nate person who, from some one or other of
our pr isons, sends fort h from time to tinae lamentable appeals tp
the publ ic which no one will listen to, in the name of Ol ive , Pru u
cess of Cumbe rland , and who may be, for aught we know, the
person she pr etends to be. ¦ In th is work, ' he informs us, ' I had
pr epar ed myself a vessel, in wh ich I hoped to deposit , with du$
earn estness, all that I for so many years had wr itte n and thou ght
abou t the French revolution and its consequences-' And in tbs
year 1802 he speaks of it as his favourite work , of which he ha4
th e whole go completely in his mind that he was able to devo te
his whole atte ntion to the diffuse developmen t of each part.
And in 1803 it whs print ed and perfo rmed at Weimar. But
though he was grat ified by the approba tion of many , an d the spe->
culati ons of others concern ing hie pur pose, 4 Yet/ he says, • I had
committed the unpardon able fault of sufferi ng the first par t tQ
app ear before the whole wa» completed . I cal l the fault unpar *
donable , because it was committed in defiance of my ol^l expeT
riepced superstition , which however may be rat ionally explained.
There is a very deep sen&e in the Qld illusion th«t ft teeker of th?
hidden tre asure must hold hit toflgw, wh&teye* frightful, wb<**
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ever delightful object he meet with . Equally significant is the
legend that he who is in pursuit of a ta lisman in a wildern ess is
not to look to the ri ght or left, &c. But the deed was done ;
and the favourite scenes were to haun t me in future like spirits in
bonda ge, ever returnin g and demanding delivera nce/ This was
never done : and F alk , in a ver y curious posthumo us work which
has appeared since Goethe 's death , on his intercourse with the
poet , relates th at in 1813 he in vain tried to rouse him to a com-
pletion of his work . He th rew the blame of the publication and
performance of the fi rst part on Schiller , but said he was so dis-
satisfied with himself, that he purposed destro ying all his own
written plan , that ho unbef ugter — * no unqu alified person—should
atte mpt to execute it. '

The contem plative character and pur pose of this play is indi-
cated even by the dramatis p ersona. As his object was to show
the different classes of society in a state of conflict and to repre -
sent rather ran ks and orders than individual s, the persons of the
play have no names . They are entitled :—King, Duke, Count ,
Secretar y, Secular Priest , Counsellor of Justice (a sort of jud ge) ,
Governor , Mon k, Governess , and Abbess * Onl y the heroine ,
by an euphemy, is entitled Eugenia—the Well-born—as the Furies ,
by the Greeks , were called the 2?wmenides. The tra gedy opens
with a scene between the king and his uncle , the duke, who, hav-
ing been for a time in opposition to the court , unexpectedl y
comes forward as a friend to accept a favour from his sovereign,
an d for that purpose he intrusts to him the important secret
th at Eugenia is his dau ghte r by a deceased princess of the royal
family : he begs that she may be received at court with the
honours due to her birth . Eugenia is a bold rider , and , in all
respects , heroic ; and news is, at that moment , brou ght of an ac-
cident by which her life is threatened . She has escaped, and
appears at once as an object of excessive love to her father and
of admiration to the rest of the court : her loft y destin y is an-
nounce d to her , which she receives with the spirit of one not
unworth y the rank to which she is to be raised. The act closes
trium phant ly, and the only disturbance to the feeling of joy on
the part of father and daughter is, th at the duke betra ys his
secre t gr ief at being curse d with a wort hless and profl igate son.

The second act commences with opening the consp iracy that
is to blast this prom ised felicity. Eu genia 's governess is*not a
mal ignant but a weak woman, under the power of her lover , the
secretar y (the evil spirit of the piece) , and from him she learns
that Eugenia is to be instantl y kidnap ped and trans ported to the
colonies, and her consent to be an instru ment in the plot is pr o-
duced by the assurance that this is the only means of preservi ng
Eu genia 's life : her immediate death will follow the slightest dis-
closure. This dismal * note of preparation ' is followed by a scene
of a very opposite chara cter : Eugenia enters full of triumphan t



joy at the prospect of her speedy elevat ion to ran k.* The
governe ss comes, and there is bro ught on the stage a cupboard
-which was not to be opened without leave of the duke , but of
which !Bugenia has the key. However , havin g that mornin g
learn ed the secret of her birth , she breaks the command and
opens the cup board. It contains royal garments which , in a de-
lir ium of joy , she puts on in spite of the obscure admonitions of
the governess. Herder happ ily compare d this scene to the Greek
epigram on a child sleeping under a rock which is every instan t
th reaten ing to fall. We know not whether Goethe in his youth
was fond of dress ; but this is not the only occasion he has taken
to exhibit the naif expression of youth ful joy in the wearin g of
fine clothes, wh ich, as symbolic of higher pre rogatives , is a happy
topic in poetry .

Act third . The plot has been carried into execution ; how, we
are not told . Eugenia 's hi gher pur poses did not permit her ex-
citing sympath y for rcommon-place distress . The first scene
intr oduces to us the secretar y an d his agent , the secular priest ,
(Weltgei stlicher ) who is not so thorou ghly the villain as not to
lament the loss of his innocence throu gh his intr od uction to high
life, and the seductions of the secretar y and his superiors in the
back-ground. The rest of the act is filled with an exhibition of
the grief and despair of the duke. Never was the passion of grief
at the loss of a child more eloquentl y displayed . He hears from
the pr iest the false tale of his daug hter 's violen t death . These
scenes have all the pathos of the domestic , and the dignity of
the hero ic traged y.

Act fourth. The scene is transfe rred to a sea-port to which
Eu genia has been conveyed  ̂ and from which she is to be trans -
ported. The governess , whose conduct and characte r are de-
signedl y eni gmatical , puts into the hands of the Gerich ts-rath,
(a j udicial officer whom we must call j udge, in approximation to
the sense,) a pape r, which we must cons ider as a lettre de cachet,
an d asks his advice ; he does not conceal his abhorrence of an
act of tyra nny, and laments his inability to assist the _oppressed.

* I do not blame the tool, nor can I strive
Wi th those who have the power to do such deeds.
They also are , alas ! compel led and bound :
Seldom they act from voluntary impulse ; #Solicitude , the fear of greater evils,
Forces from kings acts woefu l and unjust .
Do what you must ,—depart at once from hence,
The narro w sphere within my jurisdiction. '

The gover ness , however , per sists in forcing upon him an unwel-
come confidence : he is informed that an escape is possible . Eu-
genia might remain in the countr y could she be induced to marr y.
At her request the ju dge confers with Eugenia ; she implores his
protection , but he is unable to afford her aid . Her patheti c
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plead ing, however, awakens an aetive benevolence if it tie fto£
love. She is informed of the means of escape from certai n deat h
in an accursed climate , and he offers her his hand. She at onee
rejects the offer ; and , having also resisted the persua sions of thg
governess , leaves the stage in the hope of rousin g the populace
to her aid. '

Act fifth. That appe al has been in vain. The paper which the
governess holds operates like a charm on every one. The go-
vernor * comes, is smitte n by her beau ty , but withdraws the inst an t
he behold s the fatal paper. The abbess also, in like manner ,
refuses to receive her in the convent. She herself is allowed td
-ook on the instrument . It has the king 's hand and seal. A
monk conies on the stage. She is resolved to be gu ided by him*

i

' A rid dle, not complaint , you '11 hear from me ;
Not counsel , but an orac le I seek.
Two hated objects are presented to me—
One, there ; the other , there ;—w hich shal l I take ?'

* Wh y tempt me ? Shall I as a lottery serve you ? '
' Yes, as a hol y lottery ' - 

' If I then
Do ri ghtl y comprehend you—I n your need
You turn your eye aloft to hi gher reg ions, 3
And close your heart upon your own desires ,
Seeking decision from the power above.
True is it , that the all-inspi ring - spiri t
Incomprehensibl y determines us,
As if by chance , towards our hi ghest good.
To feel th is, is supreme felicity ;
Not to require it is our modest duty ,—
To expect it , our best refu ge from despair/

Yet he refuses his concurre nce, and wil l not answer. But when
she lays before him the alt ernative ,^—ra mar r iage with one she does
pot love, or banishment to the infected colonies, he eagerl y ad»
vises the latte r. Marriage , from such mot ive, would be a prosti *
tuti on of the sacrament , and he expatiate s on the her oic services
she may render in such a sphere ; while her own country is about
to be unfit fpr the abode of women.—a feajrfu l conflict is on the
point of bursting out. Ihe elements of destr uct ion are in fearfu l
activit y . In a word the revolu tion is anno unced as imminent.
These prophetic warnin gs, however , act on the heroic spirit of
Eu genia as a mighty stimulant to do th at fro m which they were
to deter . , Her resolution to stay is formed at once. She is con-
scious that royal blood flows in her veins, and feels that on her
is cast the duty of herself doing what a degraded race cannot
ptberw ise perform. She accepts the hand of the ju dge, bu t iair
pQses on him a solemn engagement that he will allow her tQ
repair from the ver y alta r alone to a secluded and deserted
mansion in the country, wipers even, hs mU: nqt intru de on k$F

608 Ghetto' s. Work*.



solitude , but be content to render her the protection which a bro~
tber gives tp a beloved sister , abst aining from all nearer inter *
course .

That a play of wh ich such is the catas trophe would have n$
effect on the stage is quite certa in. That it could be thought ex*
pedient to per form it on a public stage by such a man as Schiller
shows that he had overrated the refinemen t of a public formed for
the drama main ly by himself. Deeply do we lament that the
solution of the proble m set for himself by Goethe is now lost for
ever. What we might have had in the two other tragedies we
have not divinatori al power suffi cient to guess . We may be sur e
that it would have had no resem blance to the very clever and
popular Avant f pe nda nt, and ap res of the French stage—in which
the same part ies appear in interestin g situations ar ising out of the
great nationa l events of the Revolution . Goethe would have
given us, in a poetical form, his subtle speculations on tha t great
event , he would have embodied the spirits of the age which were
engaged in mort al conflict—not exhibited the histori c chara cter
of the age . And yet he had some intention of lettin g his heroin e
act at differe nt per iods ; for he said to Falk , * What events of the
day are ther e which would serve for a continuation ?' In his
diary he has betrayed only th us much of his design , that the
second act would show Eugeuia in her retirement , and the third ,
at Par is*.

* We willingly avail ourselves of a communication from a friend. He is speak -
ing of Weimar and the winter of 1804-5.—' Mad ame de Stael was one of the
etepreciators of the Nattiral Daughter. It was at the time whisper ed that she had
ihe boldness to advise Goethe not to go on with the work ; and that the poet gave
her no other rep ly than —" Madam , I am more than sixty years old."—The answer
is not in his sty le. Whether this be true or not , I cannot tell ; but I was pr esent
at a scene which bears on th is subject. At one of her literary dinner parti es, at
which Wieland , Benjamin Constant , and Bott ieher were presen t, she in very uri -
qualified terms declared Eugen ia to be a failure .-*—Aye ! & f ai/urey which supposes tha t
she knew what was intended and what was not perfo rmed. Now Goethe would , least
of all , have made a confidant of Ma dam e de Sta el, he who affected , even towards his
f r iendn , so much half-serious , half-jocular mystery abou t the dri ft of his writings ,
and the sense of particu lar passages. Faust , especiall y, is full of poetical and meta -
physical riddles . Eugenia is an enigma throug hout. One of the company, whose
ad miration for the poet overpowered both his respect for the lad y and his good
manners at the same time, had the indiscret ion to throw out a doubt whether she
was able to comprehend Goethe ;—her eyes flashed with offended pride , and , pro -
jecting before her , to its utmost length , her arm (that arm on the beauty of which
she was so fond of expatiating), she sai d , Monsieur ! Je comprend s tout ce qui merite
d'etre comp rit / ceque je ne oomprends n9e$t r«Vn.-—Her adversar y had no other rep ly
but a low bow and suppressed smile. Her good humour , however , soon ret ur ned ;
for the kindness of her disposition was quite as rema rk able as her conversation al
eloquence . Whoever wishes to read a model of acute candid discrimi nat ion of
chara cter , together with a liberal allowance for all advers e qualities , should consult
the corresponde nce between Goethe and Schiller , and refer to Goethe 's remark s upon.
her in his diary : he speaks of her presence as uncomfortab le,—a sort of infliction ,
and f o far countenances the report of the day that both he and Schiller shamm ed
Abraham in order to be excused Attend ing upon her ; and yet in his diar y he
-declare s that the German literati are under obligations to her for preparing the way
for a more favourable appreciation of their national literature in forei gn countr ies.
In what manner German ide&a Wftrft mptUAedjuA&bj hot pen j nay be illustrated by
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MIRABEAU'S LETTERS ,—DURING HfS RESIDENCE IN ENGLAND *.

This is a very tempting title, but a very disappointing book. We
know no distinguished person of late times, whose character was
so likely to have been thoroughly displayed in his correspondence,
as that of Mirabeau . All that was good, as well as all that was
bad in him , was matter of impulse. Without either superstition
on the one hand , or reflection on the other, he was wanting in
fixed princi ples of action . But with a strong, though vague,
feeling of attachment to the cause of freedom ^ wrought almost
into passion by reiterated attacks upon his own ; with acute per-
ceptions, and a woman's talent of observation ,, we should have
expected his really confidential correspondence to have been ex-
ceedingly curious and amusing. The translator of these two
volumes of letters, tells us, that there exist some hundreds of
others of not inferior interest. We cannot but fancy that with
respect to those here given any change would have been for the
better. The * Notice of the Life, Character, Conduct, an d Wri-
tings of the Author,' prefixed to them, forms a sort of a ' scan-
dalosum supplementum' to Duraont's amusing memoir. And
sure ly the conservative spleen of the wickedest of Quarterly re-
viewers could not have made out a stronger case against a con-
demned radical author , than does, we suppose unconsciously,
this pseudo-' graphical delineator of poor much-abused and
much-bepraised Mirabeau . The best part of the book is that
which relates to the politics of the time. Mirabeau was an en-
thusiast of the measures and character of Chatham, whose opi-
nions and those of his celebrated son were on many su bj ects the
opposite of each other ; and on none did they diffe r more widely
than on those of religious toleration and ecclesiastical property.
The latter question was then beginning to be actively mooted in

an insignifican t occurrence. —I happened one day to quote in her hearing a sentence
from Kant 's writings ;—" There are two objects , which the more I contemplate
them, the more they fill my mind with astonishment ,—the starry heaven above me,
and the moral law within me." "Ah I que cela eat beau y " she exclaimed , " »V faut
queje f eori s / "—and she was instantl y at her table ties* Some years afterwards I was
am used by reading in Corin ne—'* Cart comme unp hilosophe Allemand a ires bien dit,
pour ies ccBurs sensible * il y *a deux chosesj 9 &c. Thus Kant ,—one of the profoundest
thinkers , but , at the same time, one of the coolest and most unimpassioned of men ,
on account of the express ion of a thoug ht wise but not recondite , which places
in juxta- position the two greates t phenomena , the one of the natural , and the other
of the moral world ,—becomes a tender hea rt ! No wonder that a pers on so incurabl y
French should have some repu lsive qualitie s in the eyes of such thorou gh German s
as Goethe and Schiller . On the other hand , old Wieland was quit e fascinat ed by
her. But then Wieland was more French in his tastes than any other eminent
Germ an in his day. One evening after a display of great eloquence on the part of
our hostess , Wiela nd turned to me, and foldincr his hands and lookinir upwards , with
a sort of pious sent imentality , exclaimed ," Ach Gott I dass ich bis in roein em vier
und siebzigsten Jahr leberi sollte, um solch eln Geschdpf guschen.—Oh that I should
live into my seventy-fourth year in order to see such a creature V*
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France , as it is now in our own countr y. Mirabe au saw , ver y
clearl y, the evils of the commonly received notion of the inviola -
bility of foundations , whatever their object, or however unsuitable
they might have become to the n$e or the intelli gence of the time.
He saw that a government , meanin g always by government the
true repre sentation of the national will , must inherent ly possess
the right to alte r, to abrogate , to suppress the distribution of its
own pecuniar y and physical means , as well as to chan ge the spirit
of its legislation , or the mode of its executive. And this fact all
see. plainl y enoug h, while it only is made to bear on a single law}
or a slight change. No one thinks of d isputin g the ri ght of one
parliament to alter the acts of a former. It is not supposed that
the legacy of opinion left by one set of men is to exercise any
other influenc e over their successors than such as its inheren t truth
makes necessary ; but there still remain an immense number of
persons who are filled with a superstitious dread at the thought
of making the best use of the property of a community, because
that pro pert y once belonged to individuals holding certain notions
of usefulness : so that with such , improvement is a question not
of pri nci ples of justice , or of expedienc y even , but a problem of
the least change which can be made to satisfy the deman d for
re formation. How impossible th at any man , or set of men , could
ju dge of the mode of employing their wealth most ad vanta geously
for the uses of a communit y, which should exist some six or eight
centuries after their death ! Had a conscientious catholic of
Mar y's t ime bequeat hed the income of a lar ge estate to ra ise the
piles which then perio dical ly blazed in Smithfield , the vile inten -
tion would long since have been scouted. The most dete rmined
defender of the sac redness of the designs of a founder would
smile at such an instance. Yet the instance is a possible one ;
and if the re exist a single indefensible case, the princi ple is vir -
tual ly accorded , and the adhesion to the spirit of wills must be-
come, as it should be in every individual instance , a quest ion of
general ut ility. The license allowed in the testamentar y dis-
tr ibution of prope rt y is continuall y producin g the most mis-
chievous effects. Man y years will not pass, we think , before
this subject will be one of general consideration. Neith er
in the material , nor in the mora l const itut ion of thi ngs does
there exist anythin g which is not in its nature liable to chan ge.

We have no power to realise by our imagination the idea,
chan geless. It is a terra which can onl y be justl y used in a
comparative sense. How unwise then is the attempt to set
bounds to the progress of after times , by willing that the appli-
cation of any portion of prope rt y shall be chang eless ! A nation
must always reta in the right to dispose of its own possessions for
its own benefit ; and this benefi t is subver ted by the existence of
any corporation , which , constant ly increasin g in wealth , and pro- *
porti onab ly in influe nce, has an interest in the state , d irectly
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opposed to that of the rest of the community . Great indeed
mus t be the virtu e which , in these circumsta nces, can resist the
temptation to become an instrument of mischief. M irabea u,
desirous to avoid the necessity of making the clergy ex qfficio
proprieto rs , yet anx ious that none should be reduced to the misera -
ble condit ion of being * passing rich with fort y pounds a-year /
bro ught into the Nationa l Assembly a bill to fix the salaries of
ministers of the establis hed church , at a minimum of about 500Z.
sterling per annum . It was carried by a large majorit y :—
1st. • That all ecclesiast ical prope rt y belongs to the nation , with
the char ge of providing in a proper manner f or the expenses oi
worshi p, the support of its ministe rs , and the relief of the poor,
under the inspection and instruction of the provinces ;' and
2d. • That , in the disposit ions to be mad e to provide for the
ministers of reli gion , no curate shall receive less than 1200 livre s
per annum , exclusively of house , gar den, and dependencies . '
The remark which applied fort y years since, becomes every day
more true , that numbers , nay, we shal l not be far wrong if we say
the la rger propor t ion of those who are suppo rted by the wealth of
the churc h, neither pract ise its injunctions , nor believe in its
doctrine s. Large as is the number of perso ns holding what are
called deistical opinions , we believe, if it could be mad e matter
of proof, it would appear , that a considera ble proport ion of such
belong to the state church. In one of the letters is th is passage :
* Socinus has a great man y followers , both amongst the clergy of
the chur ch of Eng land , and the Puritans. The Freethinkers , or ,
as the Sorbonne classes them , the Theists and Deists, have given
a new extent to the spirit of toleration , to which the political
atheist is a declare d enemy. This spirit , which was the chief
foundation of the grandeur of the Romans , is at presen t the
source of th at of England and Holl and . Fro m these two
countries arose its first apostles. To this sp irit the Roman
Catholics are indebted for the peace and quietness they enjoy
under both these governmen ts. Indeed every one , regardin g his
eountr ymen who are out of the pale of the churc h, as damne d ,
should wish them rather to damn themsel ves as Freethinkers ,
without joinin g any persecuting sect, than as un tolerating sectar ies.
It may with truth be observe d, that freethinkin g is, in a free
stat e, an asylum open to those who, in ot her countr ies, are
obliged to have recourse to the mask of hypocrisy. And with
regard to public morals , the consequences of this freethinking are
less dan gerous than those of hypocrisy.*—p. 22. Church re form ,
however , like all other reforms , must come. And the signs of
the times seem to point to this as the fi rst. To enter into the
wide questio n of chur ch property would exceed our prese nt
design. Suffice it to record the opinion of this , on all politica l
questions , most sagacious observer. To those who wou ld examine
the subject for themselves , we would recommend the .perusa l of
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two pamphlets, which together pre tty nearl y exhaust the moral
and legal ar guments on the question %- We shall need no apology for
citing from one of them the following forc ible sentences :— • The
existing church has now a weak side which it had not forty years
ago. Within that period a co-part nershi p has been formed with
the Ir ish church , in which it is said th e abuses are still more fl agrant
t han here . Some re forms must be made in I re lan d ; and they
will be much stron ger precedents for re form in En gland than if
the two churches had remained distinct. I never could under -
stand the advanta ge accruin g to the Eng lish church from that
un ion ; yet the measure , when propo sed in the English par -
liament , passed without an observation of any kind. Not a
word uttered either to approve or disa pp rove. The laity seemed
to think that the measure did not concern them in any way ;
while, no doubt , the bishops felt pleased at the approachin g
extens ion of thei r corporat ion to the sister island. For this
worldl y cond uct , however , the English church bids fair to be
-severely punished ; and deserved ly, as she has been instrumental
in perpetuatin g the clerical abuses in Ireland. Had the Eng lish
ch urch never take n that of I reland into partnersh ip, the latter
would have undergone a chan ge long ago. But since the asso-
ciation , the failings of the Irish church have to be accounted for
by the English church also ; it being* the universal law of partn er-
ship, that the acts of some of a fi rm are considered as being done
in the name of the whole. Thus will the consequences of the
Ir ish err ors be made to fall upon those who have lent a hand to
uphold them : thereb y confirmin g the justice of th at law of nature ,
which ordains that vices should carr y their own chastisements in
their train/

We have somewhat d ilated upon what , to us , was the most in-
terest ing top ic of these letters. JBut they cont ain much livel y
gossip  ̂ an d are not without scattered touches of humour and wit .
Some of Mirabea u 's apopht hegms run thus :—' Nobilit y, say the
ar istocracy , is the intermed ium between the king and the peop le;
tr ue;  j ust as a sport ing dog is the intermedium between the
sportsma n and the hare. '

c The man possessed of superior mental qua lifications is often
little suited to society. You do not go to market with ingots , but
with small chan ge.'

This is true only where the person of superior mind is placed in
society unworth y of him ; such as artificia l or uneduca ted society.
The more the min d , either of man or woman , is enriche d by ac-
qu i rement an d re flect ion , the more does it f i t  its possessor to give
an d to receive the hi ghest-species oil enjoym ent , social usefulness ,
and sympath y.

We fear there are too many who , like the Abbe' de Lan guerne ,
* Church Reform : Effing ham Wilson.—A Legal Argument on Tythe s, &c. :

Effingham W ilson.
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can enjoy nothing which has not the evidence for its immed iate
ut ility stamped u pon its front , * The Abbe de Languern e was an
extreme ly learne d man , but had not the slightes t taste for poetry ;
like that geometrician befor e whom a high eulogium was passed on
the tragedy of I phigenia : such lofty praises excited his curiosit y ;
he requested the perso n to lend him the tra gedy, but , havin g read
some scenes, he retur ned it, saying, ^ For my part , I cann ot
imagine what you find so beauti ful in the work ; it proves ^nothin g."
The Abbe" equa lly desp ised the grandeur of Corneille and the
elegance of Raci ne ; he had , he said , banished all the poets from
his librar y*'

That * vices are more fre quent ly habits than passions ,' is a re-
flection as j ust in its observation of nature , as benevolent and use-
ful in application. It would be easy to find many equall y good
thin gs ; and the book is, on the whole, an amus ing one, thou gh
not of the kind we had been led to expect.

ATONEMENT ; OR, AT-ONE-MENT.

608 MirdbeaU 's Letters, durij ig his Residence in Erig latid.

To the illust ration of this word from its use by Shakspeaf g,
(Monthl y Re positor y for August , p. 555,) may be added another ,
fu rnished by Mr. Rd. Tay lor , in Boucher 's Glossar y ; and two more
under atone , Acts viu 26 ; and a variety of exam ples are there
given in proof of it s real meaning being to reconc ile. Thirty years
ago, Mr. Chas. Taylor , the learned editor of Calmet' s Dictionary,
suggested th at the ori ginal meaning of this word was lost. He
observes— c I con ceive we have lost th e true import of this word

., in our language, by our present manner of pronounc ing it. When
* it was customary to pronounce the word one as own, (as in the

t ime of our worth y translators ,) then the word atonemen t was re-
solvable into its parts at-one-men t9 or , the mean s of being at one,
i. e. reconciled , united , combined in fellowshi p. This seems to be
precisel y its idea , Rom. v. 11, " bein g (to God) reconciled —or
at-one-ed 9 we shal l be saved by his (Christ 's) life, by whom we
have received the at-one-ment. " or means of reconciliation. Here
it appea rs , t he word atonemen t does not mean a rans om, price , or
purchase paid to the receiver , but a restor ation of accor dance.
Perh aps this is the best idea we can affix to the term exp ia tion
or atonemen t under the Mosaic law . 1
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&AJAI* RAMMOHUN' ROY ON THE GOVERNMENT ANtf
RELIGION OF INDIA*.

6to "

No. 69. 2 X

Ev ery one who directs his attentio n toward s Indian affairs pre-
pare s himself to be astoni shed at all thin gs, past and present ,
which relate to them ; and with sufficient reason. What is there
more astonishin g, than the audacit y with which a compan y of
merchants took advanta ge of the dissensions and superstitious
terrors of the numero us princes and chiefs of a mighty region, to
issue from the factories which they had been graciousl y perm itted
to establish , and , in the guise of militar y authorities * subdue pro-
vince after province to their absolute dominion ? What is ther e
more astonishin g than that the British government , most righte-
ously scandalized at the means by which the Compan y acquired
and maintained its power , should express its disp leasure by t rans -
ferrin g some of this ill-gotten and misused dominion to itself ?
What is more astonishing, than th at the parliament of the natio n
should sanction this wholesale robber y, by appointin g a commis-
sion of control over these rapacious merchants , for the purpose of
giving the state a share in the booty ? What is more astonishing ,
than that the rulers of India should assume the character of a
paternal government  ̂ anxious to secure the welfare of the go-
verned , by a due mixture of Indian and British regulations , and
by sendin g out men of high character to assume the office of
guardian of the vast population , an d that , un der such care as this ,
povert y should pervade the vast region , oppression work its will in
open day, and the cries of the inj ured be utte red from generation
to generation , as fruitlessl y as universall y ? It is also by a re-
markable sequence of circumstances , that a native of this region,
fully informed respecting the capab ilities and the woes of its
people, has been broug ht into the pr esence of the authorities with
whom it rests tcT correct Indian abuses. No less rema rkable ar e
his qualifications to give evidence , to mak e it unders tood by all the
part ies concerne d, and to offer it in a form which may conciliat e
prejudice. The method and coolness with which the Rajah ar -
ran ges and states his facts , in contrast with the rousing nature of
those facts , are as remar kable as anything in the whole affair ; and
the courtesy with which he accounts , where he can , for the rise and
grow th of abuses , will not impede , but hasten the rect ification of
th ose abuses. The Rajah appreciates too well the nature and
operation of free institutions , not to have felt many a thro b of
indignat ion , many a pan g of grief , when witnessi ng the oppressed
condition of the ryots of his country ^ and the ^ferious kinds and de~

* 1. Exposition of the practical Qperation of the Judicial and Revenue System? of
India* By Rajah Rammohun Roy. London, Smith, Elder, and Co., 1832.

2. Translation of several principal Books, Passages, and Texts of the Veds, and
of some controversial works on Brahmuoical Theology* By the same. London, Pax*
hu rtr Allan . ttnA din.. I ft3**_ *



grees of guilt among his countr ymen , which have been: ori ginated
by British misgovern meat ; but when the cause can best be served
by a plain statement of facts, he can adduce them with all the
calmness of a mere observer. That which it makes our spiri ts
sink to read /he states unaccompan ied by reproach or entreat y.
Suggestions on which we would stake our lives, and which we
should be apt to thrust in the face of friend and foe, he offers in
their due connex ion, and with a moderatio n most likely to en«-
sure them a hearin g.

The facts we re fer to, relate part ly to the impotence , or worse tha n
impotence , of a ju dicial system which has been much vaunted at
home, while it was the scourg e of those whom it assumed to pro -
tect. Under this system, thousands of innocent lives have been
taken away, the tenure of prope rty has been pervert ed) favour has
been obtai ned by the art ful, and justice denied to the oppressed ;
and much of this , while the officers of the law were wh olly un-
conscious what mischief they were doing ; or, at best, only
sensible that much was going wrong , whieh they had no power to
set r ight. They have found perj ury and forgery perpetually on
the increase , an d were aware that these erimes arose from the
fault y administration of the laws ; but could only go on, as long
as they rema ined in office, to increas e the evil.

It seems next to impossible that justice should be done * where
judges and other officers of the law use one lan guage , and their
clients another. The difficulty is increased when a third language
is appointe d to be used in law transacti ons. The Persian language
is used in the Indian courts . This being foreign to jud ge, wi t-
nesses, an d contendi ng parties , no one, it is true , can have an
advantage over the rest ; but how they are , with reasona ble time
and pains , to get at an understan ding of the matte r in hand , it is
difficult to say . The experiment has never been tri ed . Of time .
indeed , there would seem to be no lack , since causes dra g on fro m
month to month , an d from year to year ; but , as to pains -tak ing,
there can be little where the quantity of work to be done is out of
all proportion to the machiner y prepare d to dispatc h it. There
are but six provincial court s in the pr esidency of Bengal ; and
elsewhere amidst these vast territories ^ plaees of appeal ar e so thinl y
scattere d , that the comparativel y small nqmber who can apply for
ju stice constitute a crowd , out of which only a select few may

<Xm m, m m  V H M M  m a &  ̂ W **hope to obtaiu it. The most injured are least able to appeal ; and
there fore they sit down at home to starve, despai r ing of redress ,
and bitte rly smiling at the name of justice , to them but a mocker y.
Their less indi gent neighbou rs tra vel great dista nces to lodge
their complaints , and then are at the mercjr of native ' officers , who
are responsible only to the judge, whtQ does not; unders tan d ha lf
of wha t ia brought before him* and is wholly irre sponsible for the
dice barg e of his duty. The inferio r officers of the court may
~*j*ort with thei r clients as they like j the tiatlve pteb tler* r*my
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mystify the evidence fit their own will ; forged documents , eon?-
t rad ictory oaths can be supp lied to suit any demand , and the
judge know little of the matter, but wha t his native advisers
choose to tell him. He cannot enter into the modes of living, and
think ing, and feeling of the people before him ; he must take the
version of their law which is offered ; where perplexed, he must
decid e at rando m ; where pr etty sure of his case, he may* as likely
as not , pronounce an outrageousl y unj ust decision, through a
misunderstandi ng of some figure of speech, or ignoran ce of some
local custom . If dismayed at the accumulation of business , which
he can neve r hope to dispatc h, he turns some of it over to his
native officers ; he hears on all sides of their partialiti es and op
pre ssions, and finds th at , thr ough the process of appea l, all has to
be done over again some time hence , while despair is crushin g
the spirits , and disaffection swelling in. the hearts of the subjects
of this most paternal species of government. Even English law
afford s no restin g place for the jud gment of him who administers
it in India. The regulations published from year to year by the
local government , form a cumbro us and intricate mass, the por -
tions of which sometimes appear as inconsistent with one another ,
as with the Hindoo and Mahomedan laws, with which they are
expected to coalesce, The resem blance of a jury, which once
formed an imper fect safeguard to Indian clients , has degenerate d
into a mere instrument of arbitration . The Punchayet (whose
rpembers were ju rors) was formerl y resorte d to by parties in a
suit, or govern ment handed over causes to its ju risdiction ; but ,
for wan t of due supervision and respo nsibility , the Punchay et fell
off ; and now, the most that can be mad e of it, is for each part y
to appo int one of its members, and the jud ge a th ird , to ar bitrate ;
and sometimes one arbitrato r is agr eed by the parties to be suffi -
cient . The resto ration of the Punc hayet to its ori ginal functions ,
under such regulati ons as would secure the dischar ge of its duties ,
48 one of the measures most insiste d on by the Rajah , as tend ing
to ameliorate the judicial gr ievances of the people. The thoroug h
knowled ge of the native character possessed by its members , their
comparative freedom from liabilit y to bias, and the grea t facilities
within their reach , for the detectio n of perj ur y and forgery, would
at once obviate hal f the evils of the pr esent system. There would
also be much fewer appe als, much less delay , and a muc h more
efficient dispatch of business. If , in additio n , a proper communi -
cat ion was establis hed between this j ur y and the jud ge, so that
th ey might mutual ly understa nd black to be black , and white
white, few other difficu lties would remai n, but those which regard
the intricacies of the law, and the charac ter of the jud ge; little
considerations common to other countries besides I ndia.

As for the intricacies of the law, it may be pretty safely
predicted that no jud ge, be his charac ter, intellectual and mora l,
wliftt it may, will ev«r be able to compact the pr ovisions of thre s
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national codes into one, which sfo all be suitabl e to any 6ne people;
we might almost say, which shall decide justl y any one case.
What shal l be done then , in such an affair , by youths who go out
before they are of age, for the ostensib le pur pose of administerin g
j ustice discreetl y and faith fully, where not onl y all discretion is
baffled and set at noug ht , but where faith fulness is a more difficult
virtue still ? The most patie nt , conscientious , mature lawyer
might almost be excused for grow ing care less an d cre dulous, irt
despair of dischar ging his dut y effectuall y. What then is to be
expected of young men who ar e sent out with their imaginations
possessed with ideas of wealth and power , placed immediatel y
in a rank far above that which they occup ied at home , separate d
from all to whom they have been accustome d to look up for guid ^
anc e, an d surroun ded by those whose policy it is to excite their
passions , an d flatter them into a stat e of cred ulity ? The little that
the peop le may gain by their young rulers being more read y than
older men in the acquisition of the native and Persian languages,
is much more than counter balance d by the evils of youthfu l con-*
duct in circu mstances of peculiar difficult y.

Here are impediments enough, it would appear , to the due
administration of justice among the helpless people who are in
no condition to remed y their own griev ances ; but th ere is another ,
—a crownin g abuse , recurre d to afte r a long period of suspension.
In Lord Cornwallis 's t ime, young civilians made th eir choice be^
tween the judicial and revenue lines of serv ice, and adhere d to
the one or the other. Now they may chan ge and chan ge about ,
an d what is worse , unite the offices of each. A man may now
be a Revenue Commissioner and Jud ge of Circuit ; that is, he has*
power over the worldl y effects of those whom he ought to know
in no other character than that of claiman ts of j ustice ; he has1
dealings out of court with the very pa rties whom he holds in his
power as a j ud ge. Whether this is the way to have either taxa -
tio n or law prope rl y administered , it needs but a glance to see*
So much for the law-system. The Rajah 's other subject ,—the
Revenue system,—involves some curious facts .

The middle -man system of letting land is found to be almost
equall y bad wherever tried ,—whether in I relan d , Ital y, or India .
If wors e in one place than anot her, it is in Ind ia , because the
wants of the peop le are fewer than an y where else, and the
tenants can be ground down lower. The poorest Irish onl y occa-
sionall y un dergo what is ver y common amon g t he ryots, or culti-
vators , of the Mad ras pres idency. I n some prov inces, there is
a per petual stru ggle between the government , the zamindars , or
land -proprietors , and the various gradations of tenants , which
shall extort the most from the unhap py person immediatel y below
him. The government assesses the estates of the zamindars ,
ra ising the assessment from time to time when the re is any ap-
pearance of an impro vement in the land ; the zamin dars encou *
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rage the middle-men to wrench the largest possible portion of
produce from the inferior tenants,, while zamindars and middle-*
Xnen are equal ly ready to complain of their small gains, and per-
petually liable to seizure and a forcible sale of the land , which
frequently becomes,, through the collusion of agents, the property
of any rapacious person who may have set his heart upon it.
The ryotSj , meantime, h ave not the power of retaining a bare sub-
sistence in return for their labour. The necessary consequence
is that the value of property decreases on account of its insecu-
rity ; the labou r of the cultivators becomes heartless and ineffi-
cient, and the revenue declines year by year. The average nomi-
nal rent paid by the cultivato r is half the produce ; of which,
hal f, nine-tenth s or so go to government, and the remaining
tenth to the proprietor : but the proprietor, naturally d issatisfi ed
wi th his share, exacts as much more than half the produce as
his power will enable him to obtain. In some districts, the rate
of assessment has been fixed ; and the zamindar, now encouraged
to improve his estate, has taken in waste land , and begun to accu-
mulate cap ital ; but the poor ryot is as much oppressed as ever.
His ren t is not fixed , like his superior 's assessment ; and the sole
difference to him is that the fruit of his labour goes to augment
-the zamindar's wealth instead of alleviating his poverty. While
the people are thus oppressed by law and custom, and very far
removed from such a state of enlightenment as would enable
them to proportion the supply of labour to the demand, their con-
dition remains as nearly hopeless as any mortal condition ought
to be considered. No improvement in their lot has taken place
-within the memory of man . Their best moral condition must be
that of untempted ignorance ; their best physical state, th at of a
langu id exemption from mortal disease ; their best temporal lot,
that of a bare supply of rice and spices to eat, and a few yards of
cotton to wear, and a reed hut to sleep in, till they obtain jus -
tice whence they h ave yet received only oppression. Vigour of
body, energy of mind , external sufficiency and comfort are wholly
out of the question , and will be for ages, unless they who must
-answer for the life of the starving and the groans of the injured,
immediately take their condition to heart, and begin to reflect
what are the objects of government, and what the responsibilities
of rulers . Much—it is truly said—much of this evil is owing to
the bad system under which these poor creatures lived before the
English had any thing to do with them ; and much to the baneful
superstitions they still hold ; as is shown by the superiority of the

•Mahomedan over the Hindoo. True ; but we ought to obliterate
-instead of perpetuating the traces of ancient barbarism ; we ought
to win them from their superstitions, instead of making them
hate what we call our religion of love. Where is the use of tell-
ing them that our faith obliges Us to yield to all their rights,—to

;provide for the need of all,—when they look about them and ace,
v.

Government and Religion of India . 619



within a circuit of a hundred mites, scarcely a single peasant who
is in possession of the common comforts of life ? They will turn
away from us, and go on refusing to eat beef as long as nothing
better than rice is offered them ; they will lay at our door the
ravages of the pestilence, that has swept them away by millions,
-—(and how far the imputation may be just, it will be well for us to
consider ;) they will look with an evil eye on our government, and
vent their murmurs in secret against our religion, till the one has
given them justice, and the other has extended to them her cha-
rity. All who are not too ignorant to be moved* or so interested
as to be bought, will continue to be disaffected , and our misma-
nagement will be found to have imposed on us the double task of
winnin g their allegiance and repairing their wrongs.

The best hope for India is that , as a consequence of the break-
ing up of the monopoly which has so long injured both countries,
English settlers will hasten to establish themselves within her
bounds, and to affix a new and higher value to her land and la-*
bour, by the investment of a large portion of British capital in
both. We are sorry to observe, that wh ile the Rajah admits the
benefit already derived from the settlement of British capitalists
in India, and the desirableness of extending this species of re *
source, he fears the consequences of introducing English labou r-
ers among a people with whom, he thinks, they could never agree.
We are as far as himself from wishing that ship-loads of emigrants
should set out at random for Iudia, as they too often do for Ca-
nada, not knowing what to do or expect when they get there, and
unprepared for any di fficulties arising from newness of scene*,
climate, and intercourse ; but we do wish that the vast resources
of India should be better husbanded than by the uninstructed
natives ; and full y believe that it would be easy to convince them
speedily that they would gain much and lose nothing by British
colonization ; that, to use the words of the Rajah , f it would
greatly improve the resources of the country, and also the con*,
dition of the native in habitants, by showing them superior me-
thods of cultivation, and the proper mode of treating their la-
bourers and dependen ts.' The impediments to amicable inter-
course between the lower classes of the English and the natives,
we hold to have arisen out of the tenure by which our Indian
empire has been held, and the abuses to which it has given occa-
sion. Establish this empire on a right footing, rectify these
abuses, and intercourse with the natives may become as advanta-
geous as it has h itherto been irksome.

We will not say that other such fr iends as the author of the
work before us may arise throughout India ; for the Rajah Ram-
mohun Roy is a man of a thousand years ; but many of his coun-
trymen may soon follow hi« lead in investigating the sources
cfrf Indian grievances, and candidly referring them to their real
origin; in appreciating whatever is vfiriaabla in us am a nation ;
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in learning from us where we are qualified to teach ; and in offer*
rag us the noblest lesson of forbearance wherever repe ntance
would beseem us better than trium ph. If one Hindoo , unde r
whatever circumstanc es, has magnanimousl y honoured us with
his respec t and friendshi p, why should not all his nation ente r in
time into our fellowship? The bro therl y inte rcou rse has begun
betwee n the most enlightened ; let it go on among those who have
a mutual interest , whether it be of a mere temporal or of a higher
charact er, and it will in time include all who were not, whate ver
they may now thin k , born enemies, and who may there fore live
to be friends *

•fe .A.  ̂ -j. <4.
1* ^» <r **¦ ••»

Since the foregoing remarks were written , we have received the
other volume, the title of which is given at their commenceme nt *
It contains a repri nt of thirteen publicati ons, of which the fi rst
six are t ra nslations from the Veds, tending to prove the unity of the
Supreme Being ; the next thre e are contro versial , occasioned by
the publicatio n of the former ; th ree more relate to the burning
of widows ; and the last , which has the same hum ane object, is
on the ancien t rights of females according to the Hindoo law of
inherita nce. The fact that Suttees are now abolished will not
diminish the interes t with which our re aders will contemp late these
philanth ropic efforts. There can be no doubt of their havin g
Contribu ted largel y to that result. The Rajah was pr esent at ,
and must have enjoyed with a pure trium ph, the failure of the
attem pt to induce the Priv y Council to rescind the order of the
Govern or-General . Some of the Theological Tracts are not
wholly unknown in this country , thou gh no repr int or complete
collection of them has be fore appeared . A singularl y blessed lot
k that of this extraordinary man in that , besides being an effi-
cien t agent in a great work of philanthropy , an d contribu tin g
towards a political and commercial re form , he has labo u red , and
that not unsuccessfull y, for the restoration of two reli gions fro m a
corrupt state to one of simp licity and pu rit y, first showing the
IMvine unit y to have been the pr imeval doctrine of Hindooism ,
and since, of the Gospel . In both cases it is interes tin g to mark
the spiritualit y and benevolence of his mind , its superiori ty to the
common tone of controvers y, and its direction to the glory of God
in the good of man * We transcribe the I ntroduction to the tr ans-
lation of the * Ishopanishad.

* The physicial powers of man are limited , and when viewed
comparativel y, sink into insignifican ce ; while in the same ratio ,
his moral faculties rise in our estimatio n, as embr acin g a wide
sphere of action , and possessing a capabilit y of almost boundless
impr ovement. If the short duration of humai) life be contrasted
with the.great age of the universe , and the limited extent of bodil y
stre ngth * with the many objects to wlbicfo there is a necessity of
applying it, we must necessari ly be disposed to enterta in but a
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*
tfi lf a  , Rajah Ramrnohwi Roy on the
*rery.humb le opinion of our p^n natu re ; and nothing perh apsj$
so. well, calculated to restore our self-complacency as the contem -
plation of our more extensive mora l powers, together with the
highl y beneficial objects which the app ropri ate exercise of them
may produce - On the other hand , sorrow and remorse can
scarc ely fai l, sooner or late r* to be the portion of him who is con-
scious of hav ing neglected opportunit ies of rendering benefit to
his fellow-cre atures. From considera tions like these it has been
that I , (althoug h born a Brahmin , and inst ructe d in my youth in
all the pr inci ples of that sect ,) being thoroug hly convinced ot the
lament able errors of my countrymen , have been stimulated to
emp loy every means in my power to improve their minds , and
J ead them to the knowled ge of a purer system of moral ity. Living
constant ly among Hindoos of different sects and professions , I
have had ample opportunit y of observing the superst itious pueri *
lities into which they have been thrown by their self-intereste d
guides, who , in defiance of the law as well as of common sense*have succeeded but too well in conducting them to the temp le of
idolatry ; and while they hid from the ir view the true substance
of morali ty, have infu sed into their simple hearts a weak attach -
ment for its mere shadow.

< For the chief part of the theor y and pr actice of Hindooism , I
am sorry to say, is made to consist in the adop tion of a peculiar
rnode of diet ; the least aberration from which (even thou gh the
conduct of the offender may in other respects be pure and bla me-
less) is not onl y visited with the severest censure , but actuall y
punished by exclusion from the society of his family and friends *
In a word , he is to under go what is commonly called the loss
of caste.

v On the contrary, the rigid observan ce of this gran d articl e of
Hindoo faith is considered in so high a light , as to compensate for
every moral defect. Even the most atroc ious crimes weigh little
or nothin g in the balanc e against the supposed guilt of its
Violation.

* Murder , theft , or perj ury, though brou ght home to the part y
by a judic ial sentence , so far from inducin g loss of caste, is visited
in their society with no peculiar mark of infamy or disgrace.

,, * A t rifling present to the Brahmin , common ly called p ray as-
qhit f with the performance of a few idle ceremonies , are held as
a sufficient atonement for all those crimes : and the delinquent is
at once freed from all temp ora l inconvenience  ̂ as well as all
dread of future retribution .f My reflections upon these solemn tr uths have been most
painfu l for years. I have never ceased to contemp late with the
stro ngest feelings of regre t the obstinate adhere nce of my countr y-
men io their fatal system of idolatry, inducing, for the sake of
propitiatin g their supp osed deities, the, violation of every humane
find social feeling : and this ia var ious instanc es j but more espe-



cially in the dreadf ul acts of self-destruction and the immolati on
'of the nea rest relations , under the delusion of conformin g to
sacred religious rites. I have never ceased , I repeat , to con -
temp late these practices with the stronges t feelings of regre t , and
to view in them the moral debasement of a race who. I cann ot
help thinkin g, are capable of bette r thin gs ; whose susceptibili ty,
patience , and mildness of character , render them wort hy of a
better destin y. Under these impressions , there fore , I have been
impelled to lay before them genuine tran slations of part s of their
scripture , which inculcates not only the enlightened worshi p of
one God , but the purest princi ples of moralit y, accompa nied with
such notices as I deemed requisite to oppose the ar guments

r^

employed by the Brahmins in defence of their beloved system.
Most earnestl y da I pray that the whole may* sooner or later a
prove efficien t in pro ducin g on the minds of Hindoos in general ,
a conviction of the rationalit y of believin g in and adorin g the
Supreme Being only ; togeth er with a complete percept ion and
practice of that grand and comprehensive moral princi ple—Do
unto others as y e would be done by.9—pp . 97—100.

TO THE SUMMER WIND.
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Whence comest th ou , sweet wind ?
Didst take th y phantom form
'Mid the depth of the forest trees ?

Or spring, new bor n ,
Of the fragran t morn ,

'Mong the far off Indian seas ?

Where speedest thou , sweet wind ?
Thou little heedest , I trow—
Dost tho u sigh for some glancing star ?

Or cool the hrow
Of the dying now ,

As they pass to thei r home afar ?

Wha t mission is thine , O wind ?
Say for what thou yearnes t—
That , like the wayward mind ,

Ea rth thou spur nest ,
Heaven-ward turnest ,

And rest canst nowhere find 1



\; . «ia

ON THE CONNEXION BET WEEN P OETRY AND RELI GI ON.—Art, $.

DIDAC TIC AND DEVOTIONAL SPIRIT OF THE MODERN POETS.
JAMES HOGG.

That we are not one of those who fur nish the periodical mark et
with • Articles on the Modern Poets, No. 1, Scott ; No. 2, Byron ;'
&C- &c, will , we think , be appa rent fro m the most cacopho*
nous name which we have placed at the head of this paper. We
never designed to arran ge the subjects of our remarks in the order
of merit , or , in fact , in any order whatever. Even the collective
opinion of the age is but a fallacious an ticipation of the future
award me nts of poster ity, which will • re-judge its justice ,' and *in many cases, re verse its decrees . Much less can an ind ividual
—even under the pr ivilege of the regal and critical we—presum e
to settle the order of contemporar y merit and fame. We give up
the pro ud attem pt , an d leave it ent ire ly to chance or inclination
to determine the order of succession—without muc h apprehension
of renewin g the Wars of the Roses. For obvious reason s, it will
indeed be probable that the greatest names will be amon g the
last we shall mention. Excursions to infer ior eminences will
give us vigour and coura ge to ap proa ch those poetical j ung~
f raus y which lift their head s apart and alone , with their shinin g
weight of imperishable fame. To these we shall come—but
not unt il we are better prepa red to do them justice . We will take
t he throstle 's nest from the th icket , an d the r ing-dove 's fro m the
larch , before we attem pt to scale the eagle's in the ceda r.

The literature of Scotland is rich in the work s of men who
have risen to distinction by the mere force of their talents. Of
this number is Mr. H ogg,—more poetica lly known by the ro-
mantic and appropriate alias of * the Kttrick Shep herd. ' Man y
stars have shot hi gher towards the zenith , but few have r isen
from so low an horizon. He was a peasant , and , we believe , a
peasant of the lowest grade. But a Scottish peasant has advan -
tages which do not always fall to the . lot of th e peasantr y of the
sister kingdoms. Ever y poor man 's son is th ere made earl y ac-
quainted with the writin gs of the bible ; and , thoug h they be
darkened and defaced by the running comments of Calvinism , yet
the impres sion of reli gious pr inciple upon the mind is deep and
solemn , influent ial and lasting. Upon this , however , we may
have more to say on another occasion. The youn g peasant , of
whom we ar e to speak , shared in th is respect the common ad-
vanta ges of his countr y . Devotion , however , (though he was by
no mean s devoid of it ,) does not appear to hav e been the leading
energ y of his mind ; its influence was divided with two powerfu l
rivals-—tradition and superstition. If he listened with reverence
to the glowing imager y and sublime descri ptions of the Old Testa-
ment , his heart beat high at a legend of marauding chivalr y, and



his young nerves thrilled at a story of the Silen t Peop le. His
native district abounded in traditions of love and war , in ballad s
and fair y tal es. These formed a curious combination in the
mind of the young shepherd . • The big ha' Bible,' read with
reverence on the Sabbath , was succeeded, durin g the rema inder
of the week, by snatches of c legenda ry lore ,' by fra gments of
ancien t minstrels y, by tales of elfin land , ari d dream s on the
haunted brwe. With all this was blended that passionate love of
Nature , which is an instinct and attri bute of the poetical charac -
ter. Hi s * manner fc> f life, from his youth up, ' favoured the im-
pr ession of all these influences upon his mind. He was neither
fisherman , husban dman , nor mechanic—but a shep herd of the
hills. Whatever impression he received in his home, or from his
assoc iates , was force d upon him by the self-communion of solitud e,
and blended with the influences of Nat ure in all her moods of
terror and of glory. All these , indeed , cannot make a poet ; but
they can make a pGet of him who was born one. Our youthfu l
herdsman was of that numbe r ; and in the circum stances which
have been noticed , we shall find the causes which gave impulse
and colourin g to an ard ent and imaginative character , and pro-
duced those works in which they are so variousl y developed , and
in which what is beauti ful at all , is stam ped with a beaut y so
characteristic and peculiar.

Those who should be guided onl y by the title of the work ,
would be lamentabl y disappointed on openin g what Mr . H ogg
has thoug ht proper to call his • Hebrew Melod ies.' The great
natural endowments of this poet have been • cabin 'd , cribb'd ,
confined ,* by the besettin g sin of imitation . He ha s shown his
powers of intentional imitation in a work which we think superi or
to the Rejecte d Add resses themselves—the Poeti c Mirror . The
former are fre quen tly little or nothin g more than gracefu l , refined ,
an d exquisite caricatures -; while , in the latter , t he poet has often
succeede d (whether designed ly or not) in producing passages in
the ver y sp irit of his masters . What can be more beautifu l th an
the compar ison occurr ing in one of his introduction s of Words -
wort h , of, the mould s of butte r in a market- woman 's bas ket ,
covered with their snow-white nap kins, and heavin g throug h it—

' lake graves of infants , covered o'er with snow ' ?
In such a shape imitat ion is welcome and del ightfu l ; but not

so in work s wh ich pro fess to be original . * Madoc of the Moor *
is Mr. H ogg's version of ' the Lady of Lake ;* but we must say
we pre fer the strain itsel f to the echo. Lord Byron publishe d
his « Hebre w Melod ies/ and Mr. Hogg must have his • Hebre w
M elodies ' a,lso> But he, who looks among them for any thing
peculiarl y stimulat ive of his moral or devotional sensibilities , will
sear ch them , we fear , to very little purpose, and find that the y
as little resemble the pulsationfc of a pro phetic har p, as they do
the br eathings of the pnstorfil reed , rerhaps tott r readers will
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find it hard t,o imagine that ths following specimen is not the only
one of its kind in these ambitious and , we conclude, elaborate
compositions. It is part of a duet entitled ' Maiden of Jeshimon/
and runs exactly as follows :—

1st voice.—O , lives one love-spark in your heart ,
Maiden of Jeshimon ! pray you tell ?

2d voice.—T*o ask at her whom you now love best ;
Ask her the way you know full well.

1st voice.—Women are fickle , and all untrue !
2c? voice.—Men are ungrateful ; so are you !
1st voice.—Vanity !
2c? voice.—Lenity !

Both voices.—Worm wood and gall ! ^2c? voice.—Suavity !
1st voice.—Levity !

Both voices.—Worst of all!' &c. &c.—(Work s, vol . iv. p. 215.)
There is not , indeed , much of this quality ; but , on the whole,

the poems are not remarkable for their poetry, or for any ten-
dency to strengthen religious princi ple or to excite devotional
feeling. They have only added another failure to the list of those
who have attempted in vain to strike the harp of David and
Isaiah. The harp remains ; but it remains like the bow of Ulysses,
to be apparently our glory and our despair.

* The Pilgrims of the Sun ' is a very singular composition ;
and , though unequal as a whole, it contains some fine imaginings.
A Scottish maiden is carried by a celestial being through more
worlds than we have leisure to enumerate ; and the poem relates
what she thought, and heard, and saw. We subj oin one or two
extracts, the morality of which might , we think , atone for greater
poetical demerits than they are chargeable withal . Our first is
from Part Second :—

* ¦' - * Passing 1 inward still
Towards the centre of the heavens , they saw
The dwellin g' s of the saints of ancient days
And martyrs for the right—men of all creeds ,
Feature s, and hues ! M uch did the virg in muse ,
And much reflect on this strange mystery,
So ill conform to all she had been taug ht
From infancy to think , by holy men ;
Till looking round upon the spacious globes
Dependent on that heaven of light , and all
Rejoicing in th eir God 's beneficence ,
These word s spontaneousl y burst from her lips :44 Child that I was, ah! could my stinted mind
Harbou r the thou ght , that the Almighty's love,
Life, and salvation , could to single sect
Of creature s be confined , all his alike!' 9

Last of them all , in ample circle spread
Around the palaces of heavep, they pass'4
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The habit ations of those radian t tri bes
That never in the walks of mortal life
Had sojourn 'd, or with human passions to iTd.
Pure were they framed ; and roun d the skirts of heaven
At first were placed, ti ll other dwellers came
Fro m other spheres , by hum an beings nursed.
Then , inward , those withdrew , more meet to dwell
In beatific reg ions . These again
Followed by more , in order regu lar ,
Near 'd to perfection. It was most apparent
Th roug h all created nature , that each being,
Cherish 'd by savage , cavern 'd in the snow ,
Or panting on the brown and sultry desert ,
That all were in prog ression—moving on
Still to perfection. In conformit y
The human soul is modelled—hop ing sti ll
In something on ward ! Something ", far beyond ,
It fain would grasp ! Nor shall that hope be lost !
The soul shall hold it—she shal l hope , and yearn ,
And grasp , and ga in , for t imes and ages, more
Than thoug ht can fathom , or proud science climb.'

(Vol. ii. pp. 39, 40.)
Amen , and amen !—These are noble thou ghts for a Scottish

shepherd—thoug h there may be something in them which the
Genera l Assembl y might not quite app rove.

Our other extr act shall be from Pa rt Third ; and it assigns,
we think , a ver y fittin g doom to the military troublers of our
many-t roubled wOrld . Let not the read er be sur prised at the
appearance of the heroic cou plet ; for each of the four Parts is
written in a different meas ure :—

* Seest thou yon gloomy sphere , throug h vapours dun ,
Th at wades in crimso n like the sultry sun ?
There let us bend our course , an d mark the fates
Of mighty warriors , an d of warr iors mates ;
For the re they toil 'mid trou bles and alarms ,
The drums and trumpets soundi ng still to arms ;
Till by degrees , when ages are out gone ,
And happ iness and comfort sti ll unknown ,
Like simp le babes , the land of peace to w in ,
The task of knowled ge sorrow ful begin:
By the enli ghten 'd phi losop hic min d.
More than a thousand ages left behind. '—(I bid. p. 66.)

Napoleon weep ing over his horn -book ! We have a pleasure
in the vision , which will not allow us to cavil at any defects in
t he lines. Oh 1 when will the Muses cease to -sound the trum pet
of false glory ? When will ambition learn the extent of its own
cr imes ?

The onl y poem of our author 's tha t has , we app rehend , the
slightest chan ce of descending tolerab ly entire to the men of other
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years, is € The Queen 's Wake/ TJbe plan of $h& work is more
fortunate in the conception than in the execution ; but it is,
taken altogether, a more sustained flight, and less disfigured by
the writer's customary faults of over and under doing. One
striking piece, in this collection , is entitled * The Abbot M'Kinnon.'
We would give from it, at least, the Monk's Hymn to the God of
the Sea, (which , when its heathenism is extracted , will be found
an impressive specimen of what we may be allowed to call
descrip tive devotion,) were it not that we must hasten to the
most beautiful flower of the wreath—the wild and fairy legend
o f'  Kilmeny '—by far the most exquisite work of this eccentric
and unequal poet. It is very beautiful—and the spirit of it is
as beautiful as the melody and imagery which enshrine it. We
know not a more exquisite pictu re of female purity and piety , or
one which more exhibits the ideal of* the beauty of holiness/
The leading incident is the same as in * the Pilgrims of the Sun.'
A fair Scottish maiden is carried off by an unearthl y being, and
transported to ' the land of thought.' Perhaps, however, it will
be but j ust to give the preliminary account of the bard who sings
this lay of beauty :—

* Tall was his fra me, his forehead hi gh ,
Still and mysterious was his eye ;
His look was like a winter day,
When storm s and winds have sunk away.
Well versed was he in holy lore ;
In cloister * d dome the cowl he wore j
But , wear ied with the eternal strai n
Of forma l breviats , cold and vain ,
H e woo'd, in depth of highland dale ,
The silver spring and mountai n gale.
In grey Glen-Amp le s forest deep,
Hid from the rains ' and tempests * sweep.
In bosom of an aged wood
His solitary cottage stood.
Its walls were bastio n'd, dark , and dern ,
Dark was its roof of filmot fern ,
And dark the vista down the linn .
But all was love and p eace within *
Religion* man 's f irst f riend and best,
Was in that home a constant guest ;
There, sweetly ,  every morn and even*Warm orisons were pour 'd to Heaven :
And every cliff Glen-Am ple knew ,
And greenwood on her banks that grew,
In answer to his boundin g str ing*
Had learn 'd the hymns of Heaven to sing ;
With many a eong of mystic lore ,
Rude as when sung m daw pf yore.
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His were the snowy flocks that stra y'd
Adowa Glen-Airtney 's forest glade ;
Ami his, the goat and chestnut hind .
Wher e proud Ben -Vorlich cleaves the wind ;
There oft , whe a beams of summer shone ,
The bard wou ld sit , an d muse alone ,
Of innocence , expell' d by man ;
Of Nature 's fair and wondrous plan ;
Of the eternal theme sublime ,
Of visions seen in an cient time ,
Till his rapt soul would leave her home
In visionary worlds to roam.
Then would the mists that wander 'd by
Seem hovering sp irits to his eye ;
Then would the breeze 's whistlin g sweep,
Soft lulling in the caver n deep ,
Seem to the enthusiasms dreaming ear
The words of sp irits whisper 'd near. '

(VoL i. pp. 173, 175.)
We have no objection to th is sp iritualization of the visible world ;
and we hal f suspect that it is not quite understood to what hi gh
uses it is capable of being app lied. Can we think too much of
the mystic holiness of that temple in which we believe the Divi-
nity to be continual ly present ?

We now proceed to the Legend , apologizing, as far as we can ,
for the length of our extracts - We cannot hel p it ,—our re aders
must transfe r their complai n ts to the poet ,—they glance fro m our
innocent self, like the Norman 's arrow , from the stag to the king.
The poem opens with that easy consciousness of power , with which
v?e hav e seen a swan slide herself off upon the receivin g river.

Bonn y Kilmeny gaed up the glen ,
But it wasna to meet Duneira 's men ,
Nor the rosy monk of the isl e to see,
For Kitmeny was pure as pu re could be :
It was only to hear the Yorlin sing,
And pu' the cress-flower roun d the spr ing ;
The scarlet hypp and the hindberry e,
And the nuts that ha ng frae the haz el tre e ;
For Kilmeny was pur e as pu re could be.
But lang may her minny look o'er the wa\
And lang - may she seek i* the greenwoo d shaw ;
Lang - the lai rd of Duneira blame,
And lan g, lang greet or Kilmeny cam e hame !
When many a day had come and fled .
Wh en grief grew calm, and hop e was dead %
When mass for KJlmeny 's soul had been sung1,
When the bedesman had prayed , and the dead bell ru ng,
Late , late in a gloaaun , when all was still ,
When the fr inge was red on the west]in bill,
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The wood was sere , the mbon i' the wane ,
The reek o* the cot hun g1 o'er the plain ,
Like a little wee cloud in the world its lane ;
When the ingle lowed wi th an eiry leme,
Late , late in the gloamin Kilmeny came hame. '

(pp. 176, 177)
Her mother then quest ions her , tut we must deny ourselves ,

and there is some merit in doing so. How exquisite is what
follows!—

4 Kilmeny looked up with a lovely grace ,
But nae smile was seen on Kilmeny 's face ;
As still was her look , an d as still was her ee,
As the stillness that lay on the emerant lea ,
Or the mist that sleeps on a waveless sea.
For Kilmeny had been she knew not where ,
And Kilmeny had seen what she could not declare ;
Kilmeny had been where the cock never crew ,
Where the rain never fell, and the wind never blew ;
But it seemed as the harp of the sk y had rung,
And the airs of heaven played round her tongue ,
When she spake of the lovely forms she had seen,
And a land where sin had never been ;
A land of love, and a land of light ,
Withoute n sun , or moon , or night ;
Where the river swa 'd a living str eam,
And the light a pure celestial beam :
The land of visions it would seem,
A still , an ever lasting dream .'—p. 178.

The immor tal beings among whom she becomes a sojourner , meet
her with a welcome, of which the spirit is as elevating as the lan-
guage is affectin g and unprete ndin g. It implies indeed a str icture
which it were misery not to believe to be unj ust ; but we pardon
all , for the sake of the lofty and practical moral. If the eye of
one young female should rest upon these pages, let her linger over
the following lines (as toe do over the whole, < for the sake oJ auld
lang syne ,') and ask her own beatin g heart why she should not be
anothe r Kilmen y, as holy and yet as human ^—unitin g the purit y
of the saint with the te nderness of the woman ? Let her attem pt
it , and she will not tvholly  fail. We believe it is Lant Car pente r
who uses (an d exemplifies) the maxim , 6 There is a great deal in
that little word try .9 But—to the verses.

* O, would the fai rest of mortal kind
Aye keep the holy trut hs in mind ,
That kindred spirits their motions see.
W ho watch their ways with anxious ee.
And grieve for the guilt of humanit ye !
O, sweet to Heave n the maiden 's prayer ,
And the sigh that heaves a bosom sae fair !
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And dear to Heaven the worda of truth ,
And the prai se of virtue frae beaut y's mouth !
And dear to the viewless forms of air ,
The minds that hyth as the body fair I

' O, bonny Kilmeny ! free frae stain ,
If ever you seek the worl d again ,
That world of sin , of sorro w and fear ,
O, tell of the joys that are waiting* here ;
And tel l of the signs you shal l shortl y see,
Of  the times that are now , and the times that shall be.'

(pp. 181, 182.)
We must go on—the lines will speak for themselves .

' They lifted Kilmeny, they led her away,
And she walked in the light of a sunless day :
The sky was a dome of crystal bri ght ,
The fountain of vision , and fountain of light:
The emeral d fields were of dazzling glow,
And the flowers of everlast ing blow.
Then deep in the strea m her bod y they laid ,
That her youth and beauty never might fade ;
And they smiled on heaven , when they saw her lie
In the stream of life that wandered bye.
And she heard a song, she heard it sung,
She k new not where ; but sae sweetl y it ru ng,
It fell on her ear like a dre am of the morn :
" O ! blest be the day Kilmeny was born !
]STow shall the land of the spirits see,
Now shal l it ken what a woman may be !
The sun that shines on the world sae bri ght ,
A bor rowed g-leid frae the fountain of li ght ;
And the moon that sleeks the sk y sae dun ,
Like a gouden bow, or a beamless sun ,
Shall wear awa y, and be seen nae mair ,
And th e angels shall miss them travellin g the air.
But lang , lan g after baith night and day,
W hen the sun and the wor ld have elyed awa y ;
When the sinner has gane to his waesome doom ,
Ki lmeny shall smile in eternal bloom !" '—pp. 182, 183.

Is not this poetry ? And is it not somethin g more ? We would
fain hope, that our readers , and especiall y our * gentle ones,' will
feel its holy witch ing, and lay its lesson home to their youn g deep
hearts .—M an y lines follow, inclusive of a sort of spiritual phan -
tasmagoria, which we do not think particularl y fort unate or well-
placed .—But , even in * the land of tho ught , ' Kilme ny is a mortal
woma n. She remembers the land of her birth , her youth , and
her home ; but , if she w ishes to return , it is for a pur pose worth y
of Kilmeny. We give the conclusio n of the poem :—

• With distant music , soft and deep,
They lull'd Kilmen y sound asleep :

No. 69, 2 Y
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And when she awakene d she lay her Ian6 ,
All happed with flowers in the greert-wood Wene.
When seven lang years had come and fled ,
When orrief was cal m, and hope was dead ;
When scarce was remembere d Kilmeny 's name ,
Late , late in a gloamin Kilmeny came hame !
And O, her beauty was fair to see,
But still and steadf ast was her ee !
Such beauty bard may never declare ,
For there was no pride nor passion there ;
And the sof t  desire of maiden\ een

v 9r

In that mild fa ce could never be seen.
Her seymar was the lily flower ,
And her cheek the moss-rose in the shower ;
And her voice like the distant melodye*That floats along the twilight sea.
But she loved to raike the lanel y glen ,
And keeped afar frae the haunts of men,
Her holy hymns unheard to sing,
To suck the flowers , and drin k the spri ng.
But wherever her peaceful form appeared ,
The Wild beasts of the hill were cheered ;
The wolf played blythel y round the field,
The lord ly byson lowed and kneeled ;
The dun-deer wooed in manner bland ,
And cowered aneath her lil y hand.
And when at even the woodlands runer ,
When hymns of other worlds she sung
In extasy of sweet devotion,
O, then the glen was all in motion !
The wild beasts of the forest came,

*- Bro ke from their bug hts and faulds the ta me, &c. &c.
And all in a peacefu l ring were hurled ;
It was like an eve in a sin less world I

' When a month and a day had come and gane ,
Kilme ny sought the green -wood wene ;
Then laid her down on the leaves sae green ,
And Kilmeny on earth was never mair seen.
But O, the word s that fell from her mouth ,
Were wor ds of wonder , and word s of truth !
But all the land were in fear and dread ,
For they kendna whether she was living or dead.
It wasna her hame , an d she couldna remain ;
She left this worl d of sorrow and pain ,
And returned to the land of thoug ht again .'

(pp . 190—193.)
Poor Kilmen y ! Yet we know not wh y we should say so—ex-
cept tha t we are sor ry to part with her - Her name will always
be a spell for our heart ; and we are sorr y for t hat read er , who
will go throu gh these extra cts, and not acknow ledge tha t th ey ar e
like fra gments of music heard in the dreams of the soul. We



trust we need not say more, respecting their pure and spiritual
tendency. Plato thought that children should suck in iEsop's
fables with their mother's milk : ive would have them suckled
upon ' greater things than these,*—and , among the rest, upon
such poems as ' Kilmeny/

In our last number we endeavoured to lay before our readers what
we deem importan t , though , in some respects, highly obvious con-
siderations, as to the bearings of the presen t condition of human
affairs up on the growth of individual minds . It may be re-
membered that we were led to the conclusion that, together with
many rare advan tages, modern intellect is encompassed by diffi-
culties of unprecedented magnitude and force ;—but that at the
same time, in the truths and principles, the precepts and the pro-
mises of the Christian revelation, it is provided with abundant
strength to meet and grapple with the one, and to avail itself
worthily of the other.

Upon reviewing what we then wrote, we perceive, in reference
to this latter point, a want of distinctness of statement and cogency
of proof, which may perhaps have disappointed many who con-
curred in our other positions ; and we fear we have laid ourselves
open to the charge of broad ly asserting what we were incapable
of solidly proving. We now hasten to remedy, as far as we can,
this cap ital defect, by devoting a f ew pages to the statement of
our views of the subj ect, in a somewhat more detailed form than
we were then able ;—simp ly premising, that if our readers are
unwise enough to expect, in an essay like this , anything approach-
ing to a comp lete discussion of a matter so vast and deep, they
will be greatly disappointed. We aim only at bringing out some
of its more prominent features in a distinct and visible shape ; and
richly rewarded shall we deem ourselves, should our humble
pages be the means of rousing but one tree and gifted mind to
the enlightened examination of that gospel wherein are hid c all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.'

It may be well to observe at the outset that , supposing the
Christian religion to be of divine origin , it is an almost irresistible
conclusion ,—a conclusion at least strong enough to thro w the onus
p roba ndi on those who maintain the contra ry ,—that it is fitted
to work great things for the intellect, as well as the heart of the
being for whom it was instituted. That Christianity calls for the
entire yielding to itself of the whole man , moral , mental , and
physical, * a living sacrifice,'—that it U rgen tly forbids the reserva-
tion of ever so slender a peculium to the service of powers hostile
to itself,—-will scarcely be disputed by the avowed, or doubted
by the real disciple of our Grea t Master. Now to imagine (hat
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this subj ection can be otherwise than perfect freedom, is little
else than to impugn the wisdom or the goodness of Him who
enjo ins it. To suppose that He who fashioned the intellect of
a Newton or a Locke has set over it laws which distort its beauty
or fetter and distract its powers,—that in a revelation from the
Father of Lights, there is that which dims and darkens the great
lamps of this lower world,—that the author of every good and
perfect gift thus qu alifies and alloys the brightest of his bounties,
—that he takes from the sp iritual , what he had given to the
natural man ,—to suppose this, is to entertain views of his deal-
ings with his creatures, as openly at war with the teachings of
scripture as with our best moral feelings and aspirations. Should
any of our readers then detect, or think he detects, exaggeration
in our opinions or looseness in our reasonings,—should he find
a gap here and a blunder there,—let him not forget the firm
vantage-ground on which we stand. That we are not heaping
assertion upon assertion, and proof upon proof, to make good
any wild and novel fancy of our own , but that we simply under-
take to show in a few particular points how that is, which no con-
sistent Christian can doubt must be, whether he see it or not.

We would state, as the groundwork of the views developed in
this paper, what we think the experience of every reflective mind
will confirm as a truth ; and what, if true, is a fundamental , deep-
lying truth, reaching far down into the mysteries of our inward
being, and bringing up to our use, many a rich lesson of practical
wisdom. We speak of what may be termed , the subj ection of the
intellectual faculties to, and their dep endence up on, the moral*
nature of man. This is a subjection not de j ure merely, but de
f acto. What we understand by it is th is ; that the strongest and
brightest powers will achieve little or nothing, except so far as
they are animated , and concentrated , and guided by some great
ruling motive. Such motive may be, in a religious sense, mean
or reprehensible ; but let it be strong and engrossing, and it will ,
while it lasts, carry the intellect to heights it could never have
climbed by itself. It is an old remark , that thought, turned in-
ward, has a corrosive power. It is no less true that it has a dif-
fusive, or, if we may use the expression , a dissip ative power,
whereby, left to itself, it will wander uselessly and profitlessl y over
the universe, c seeking rest and finding none.' But put before
the mind any visible and distinct object of exertion, and it bestirs
its slumbering energies, rallies and concentrates its scattered
forces, marshals them in a firm and ponderous phalanx, out of
weakness becomes strong, and does val iant things ; surpassing
itself, because forgetting itself. Various are the ways by which
men, according to the different stages of their moral culture, bear

* The sense in which we here use this ter m, is somewhat larger than its ordin ary
import . Wo employ it as embracing the entire range of our desires , affection s, and
motives.

<>2§ On the Intellectual Inf luences of Christianit y.



homage to this great law of their being ; that the intellect can-
not live or thrive unsupported by something within, higher and
firmer than itself. Some choose for what is aptly termed the
ruling p assion, (as if to imply that, without some such passion,
there would be anarchy within , and poverty without,) the love of
fame ; some of wealth , some again of power. In all these, how-
ever, the best as much as the worst, there is a character of trivi-
ality, of transitoriness, of uncertainty, and part ialness, which be-
trays the earthliness of their origin. Vanity, ambition, and ava-
rice, take them at the best, can do little for us. True, from the
proximity and tan gibleness of their objects, they will take a mind
with unrivalled rapidity up to a certain pitch ; but it soars with
clipped wings afte r all. Never does it get beyond the sphere of
gravitation ; and it is quickly brought down by the first wind of
passion,, or by the sleight of men.

Now Christianity strongly recognizes this deeply felt^ but little
understood want of our nature,, and makes a rich and glorious
provision for its supp ly. It gives us aids, motives, and incitements,
to the diligent and zealous unfolding of our best capacities^ beyond
comparison more wide-spreading in their influence, more univer-
sal in their applicability, more lofty in their range, and more uni-
form and sure in their working, th an ei ther of the above, or any
that are like unto them. Some few of these we go on to specify.

In the first place then, Christianity fills us with the largest and
loftiest ideas of the worth of our immortal and spiritual natu res, as
children of God , made in the likeness of our Infinite Parent.
Here have we a motive and encouragement to the zealous, self-
forgetting culture of our mental resources, which will never fail
him who once knows its power. Nothing mean , nothing low,
nothing dull , nothing creep ing, morally or intellectual ly, can well
harbour in a bosom glowing with the consciousness of a sonshi p to
the great author of Universal Being. A spirit once baptized into
this living truth has within itself the germ of unceasing pro-
gress. It has learnt to regard this world with other feelings
than that heated , restless feverishness of soul alluded to in our
former number, which tortures the earth ly minded literateur,
when he contrasts the immensity of the wealth around him , with
his own limited ability to use it. Such a spirit dreads as a sin,
and scorns as a shame, the bare idea of making that surrender of
itsel f and its individual ity to the powers that are round abou t it,
wh ich is daily made by thousands, whom the God of this world
has blinded . It will ever feel that, though but one among many
sons, it is still one; and has its own peculiar rights, its own dis-
tinct duties , its own special and incommunicable powers and pre-
rogatives. As Christians we learn that ' there is nothing in the
world really beneficial , that does not lie within the reach of an
informed understanding, and a well directed pursuit* ;' and thus, if

? Burke. ?
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we are true to ourselves and o^r faith, we follow up fearlessly and
confidingly,, whatever we have pnce deliberately begun. Freed
from that imbecile an<J heart sickening carefulness about our in-
ward progress, that everlasting, torturing self-watch ing, which is
so bitterly hpstile to the spiri t of power, and of a sound mind ,
regarding the sluggish and bestial inertness of unexcited indolence,
and the way ward fid getiness of undirected power, as alike unworthy
of * a child of the light and of the day,'—we view without fear and
without mistrust, but with a calm, complacent, gratefu l cheerful-
ness, the results, be they what they may, of the earnest exercise
of our powers. And at the same time that Christianity nourishes
within us this wise and dignified self respect, it teaches us c not
to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think.' By
keeping ever present to the mind , Him who is above all and in all,
by ever reminding us that we have nothing which we have not re-
ceived, it saves us from that unrighteous, stolid self-satisfaction in
o.ur limited achievements, which is perhaps a still fiercer foe of
high intellectual power. Rescued at once from the degrading
idolatry, and the envious hatred of those whom the same wise
parent has placed higher than ourselves^ and from the narrow-
spuled contempt of our less or d ifferently gifted brethren,—deeply
impressed with the abiding conviction that, in a few brief years,
all among us who shall have exercised a good stewardship, will
* shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father,'—we learn
of Jesus to keep on our calm, earnest, elevated, stead fast course,
looking neither to the right hand, nor to the left ; neither child-
ishly puffed up by our temporary supcesses, nor weakly depressed
and fretted by our occasionally unavoidable discomfitures.

t Nor is it only in reference to this nervous carefulness about our
mental advancement, that Christianity may emphatically be said
to ' lead captivity captive.' Its heaven-born power is alike con-
spicuous, in disenthralling men frp m the wearing anxieties of
every-day life. By fixedl y impressing within us a sense of the
probationary and preparatory nature of this world's concerns, by
making it a direct and unequivocal point of duty to * rej oice ever-
mpre.,' * walking by faith and not by sight,' it enables and invites
those who receive it to maintain that j oyous, freedom of soul, that
native virtuous hilari ty, that cheerfu l confidence in all things work-
ing together for good, which , with most of us, adorns and blesses
the sprjn g-time of life, but seldom lasts out to the sere and yellow
leaf ; thus ha^rnonizing the simp licity and fire of youth , with the
firni wisdom of rnore sedate manhood.

Ag^PY Christianity holds out sure and permanent motives to
hj gh n^entaj exertion , in the stress it lays upon benevolence. If
we consider the numberless modes in which the fulfilment pf the
law pf love brings out and ripens the best parts of our own na-
tijire,—if we reflect that the desire Qf doing good is one which
may be acted out at all times, and in all places, and thus pos-
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universalit y, permane ncy, aja(£ ipftpi ty?

wli jch eminently fit it to be entrust ed with absolute empire^r-tb ^t
it is altogether independent of the accidents aqd capri ces which
are ever deadening the force of our other ruling passions, (fQjr
who ever heard of a philanthropist desisting in disgust from hjs
high and holy vocation ?)—if we th ink that no mind is so great
or so small as to be above or below the sphere of its beni gn ope-
rat ion ,—we may form some rude estimate of the value, intellec-
tu ally considered , of that reli gion which enjoins it under the most
solemn sanctions , which encoura ges to it by the most sweet a«4
tende r promises , which holds forth to imitatio n t}ie bri ghtest pat*
ter n of its loveliness and power. Such a religion is th at pf
Jesus. * Love never faij eth ; but whet her there be prop hecies,
they shall fail ; wheth er the re be tongues , they shall cease j whe-
the r there be knowled ge, it shall vanish away .'

Anot her grand service which Christian princi ples effect for the
mind of man , is the solemn and affectionate reverence they in-
spire for truth { as the one supreme end of all exercises of the
un derstandin g. Vanit y, ambition , avarice , will wield the might
of an angel just as freely an d just as gladl y in the varnishing over
pf falsehood , as in the invest igation and inculcation of trut h?
Never * never will you see them , no , not for an instant , toiling in
the godlike task of seeking trutn for truth 's sake. To us, it is as.
impossible to conceive such a thing as an earthl y mind , that is, a
mind habit uall y acting on princi ples unconnected with God and
duty, making lofty and enduri ng efforts , or submitting to hars h
and painfu l sacr ifices, for the simple love of tr uth , as it is tQ
imagine a deeply and earnestly christian ized intel lect speeding
its stren gth for nough t in the vile and wicked drud gery of * making
the wors e appear the better cause / Now those who know the
worth of a trut h-loving spirit ,—who know too th at it does not
come to us unsough t,—who know, for they have felt * what a hard
rpatter it is to purs ue a long and perplexed inquiry, with $ per-
fectly and absolutel y single-minded desire , from beginning tp end,
tp know things as they are in themselves,—those who ir| sqrne
smal l me»sure know also, from sweet and joy ful experience , th§
indescribable firm ness and elevation , the sublime self?possession,
the heavenl y calm which such a state of feeling diffuses through*
out the chambers of the soul ,—will not be long at a lpss as to the
value we are to set upon that rel igious system which makes the
love of truth a sine qud non ; which teaches that it is. the trut h
which is to ' make us free ,' that if we haye strength to ' fight the
good fight of faith/ it is by having pur i loips gi rt about mth
trut h ;' and \yhich puts it among the bri ghtest port ions of the
hope which is set before us, that the n ' we shall know even a$ ive
are l^npwp.'

Christ ianity raises and enlarg es the mind by familiariz ing with
its conceptions, an4 bring ing home to its feelings, the \Q$\pa% flHfl4
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grandest objects which the universe contains. The absolute unit y,
the unrivalled supr emacy, the awfu l majest y, the exhaustless
beni gnity of the God and Fath er of universal being,—the spotless
purit y, the unquenchable love, the high and holy zeal, the faith ,
the patience , the life and the death , the resurrect ion and the
ascension of Him who is the image of the invisible God ,—the
bri ght an d glowing vision , an d the sure an d certa in pro mise of a
joy which fadeth not away, laid up in Heaven for the sons of the
Most H igh,—the shinin g glimpses scattered up and down thro ugh
the word of God , of the joys and glories of our elder brethren ,
the angels of His presence ,—sure ly these are matters the often-
renewed contem plation of which cannot but impress with some-
thing of their own deep and lofty strain the mind that makes them
its own. We are deeply convinced that the humblest and weak -
est of the children of God , who knows any thin g of the reality,
and feels any thin g of the di gnity of the title , may, if he will , by
the simple, solemn , habitual lay ing to heart of these things , attain
a reac h an d gras p of mind , a comprehension of view, a height ,
a length , a depth and a bread th of soul , which a Cicero might
have env ied, and a Plato admired ;—which , before the day-spr ing
from on hi gh beamed on a darkened and weary worl d , was
grante d to some few per haps of the sons of men, but few indeed
and far between.

Once more , Christianity aid s and forward s our intellectual pro-
gress , by teachin g us to take a lar ge and libe ra l view of the vast
ent iret y of our complex and wondro u sly made nature . It teaches
us, if not by the express letter , certa inl y by the general spiri t, to
look on our several powers an d affect ions, divers and seemingly
inimical thou gh they be, as equall y given us by God , and there fore
all to be cultivated and matured in their due and fit proportions.
It sets us above the narrow notion (seen in its full proportions of
absurdit y and criminalit y in the sayings and d6ings of monkish
religionists) that the mind of man is a medley of hostile powers
and princi ples, some one or two of whi ch must be made to war
with and extirpate the rest—that , for instance , what is gained
by the tender , is lost by the loft y ; th at the culture of the humor-
ous must be at the expense of the pathetic ; that fancy is at dag-
gers drawn with common sense ; th at logic and poetr y, ro mance
and reality, cannot live togethe r ; that to be a wit , a man must
also be a fool. All these pet ty, pa rtial views of our inward being
are frowne d u pon by reli gion , as at once insultin g to the Creator
an d inj urious to the creature. It is the glorious libert y of the
sons of God to inform all , to quicke n all , to cherish all , to enrich
all , under the immediate eye of the great and good Giver of all.

Filiall y ; Christianit y deeply serves our inte ll ectua l interests by
simp lifying the moral ru le of life, and placin g it on a broad ,
high, and irremoveable basis. Being a treas ury of princi ples
rather than a digest of rules , it relieves us from the yoke of
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bond age to a multi plicity of minute , vexatious and easily-forgotten
regu lations and restrictions ; and thu s sets free a vast amount of
mental ener gy which we could ill afford to spar e. We will take
one instan ce out of many, to exemplify our statement. We
mak e the selection from what may be termed the minor virtues ;
partl y as affording an illustration , the force of which will be at
once appreciate d by the most superficial , and partl y as bein g, on
account of its seeming trivialit y , the better fi tted to show the
divine ada ptedness of the gospel to the wants of the whole man .
We tak e social p oliteness. Now we ask, how much of the time
an d thoughts of th e world ly wise is not consumed in the culture
of this appa rentl y petty qualit y ? What a tone of littleness and
feebleness does not the superstitious observance of an endless
ser ies of minute ru les, for one's deportment among one's fellow-
creatures , stamp, p ro temp ore , upon the noblest mind I How
fitted to wear away what is best and greatest in a man 's natura l
character , is th at eternal attentiveness to his gestures , that weigh-
ing of his words , that mincing of his syllables , that cowerin g
dread of diver ging, but ever so slightl y, from th e beaten track of
gentee l manners , whic h must nevertheless be submitted to by
him, who, destitute of the knowled ge, or ignorant of the use of
great princi ples, sets himself to acquire the usages of polished life,
by rote and by ru le. H ow ra re , thou gh how glorious , is it to
see perfect and finished gentlemanliness in connexion with a
fine , bold , fre e heartiness of native character ! But Christianit y
can do it all for us. It puts out of the way, in the first place ,
that selfishness which is the perennial sprin g of the offences
against politeness. If politeness be , as a great man * has defined
it , * benevolence in little things ,' or , more pre cisely, ' the art of
so conductin g the business of life as to confer the greatest pos-
sible amount of pleasure , at the least possible expense of pain ,'—
sure ly that gospel which teaches us to ' love our neighbour
as ourse lv es,' * in honour pre ferrin g one another ,' need on ly be
obeyed, to ensu re the tr uest politeness in our social demeanour.
Christian princi ple fu rther frees us from th at vanit y on the one
han d, and that bash fu l timidity on the other (each founded on
moral ignoranc e and weakness) which hel p to fill the catalo gue
of these small sins an d follies ; substitutin g, in the room of either ,
a just and modest self-respect ; and thus gives a free dom, a sim-
plicity, an easy independent cheerfulness to our social inter-
courses which the student of Chesterfield might toil after in vain.
And it accomplishes all this , without , in the smallest particular ,
impa irin g the great and strong feature s of menta l power.

We are not unaware that there may be those among our
readers who will be inclin ed to smile at a deliberat e at tempt to
demonstrate that the Chris tian reli gion is fitted to make fine
gentlemen. To such we have onl y to say  ̂ laugh, but hea r us.

111 Chatham .
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634 On the Intellectual In/f aen ees of Christianity.
Here is something (little, if you will), but not the less real ancj
palpable ; something wh ich each of us may, if he please, j udge
for himself, whether it be so or not. That, which all who live
with their fellow-creatures must know something of; that, which
many learn at a shamefu l sacrifice of the finest characteristics of
the man, is now shown to follow^ as an almost necessary conse-
quence, from the simple., hearty reception and application of a
very few grand principles. And thus is established , in this in-
stance at leasts our general position , that to Christianity we may
confidentl y look to rescue our mental faculties from the perilous
and weakening influences to which modern society exposes them.

It would be endless to travel over the whole range of the
virtues , evincing, in the case of each individuall y, how Chris-
tianity shortens a labour which would otherwise be sufficient to
engross the entire mind ;—how it at once places us upon the
highest pinnacle of moral wisdom, whence we may command
every nook and corner of the field of duty ;—how it puts into our
h ands, and trusts us, as beloved children , to use for ourselves,
a few wide and all-comprehending principles, divinel y fitted to
do for us abundantl y, above all that we can ask or think. We
earnestly inv ite those, who feel the subj ect as it deserves to be
felt, to make the tr ial for themselves.

Thus is it that , to recur to the concluding statement of our
former paper, the gospel of Christ Jesus is able to impart to the
mind that full y and confidin gly receives it, * consistency, vigour,
unity , and loftiness :' it is, that it brings the entire man under
the constant and uniform operation of a few hi gh, simp le, change-
less principles : it is, that it fixes in the depth s of the soul,
a presiding central force ;—a force growing with its growth and
strengthening with its stren gth ;—a force which quickens it to the
reception , the assimilation with itself, the re-formation , and the
outward expression , of the true, the pure, the great and the beau-
tifu l : it is, that it bestows at once, each in its perfection, the
spirit of action and the spirit of contemplation ;—that it blends
an u ntiring energy, an unflinch ing bold ness, an unquenchable
zeal in the cause of God and of man, with a calm, still , medita-
t ive peace, f the peace of God, wh ich passeth all understanding :'
it is, that it puts to silence the importunate jarrings of our often
dissonant powers and affections;—that in sweeping over the
nerves and fibres of our intellectual and moral being, it takes in
their whole range, attem pers all in sweetest unison , and brings
out , in its own full , clear, rich , heaven-born tones, a music which
will never die.
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(Extracted from the Common-p lace Book of an Invalid. )

Since, after the example of the confederated republics of North
America, it has at length become unfashionable, both among the
people and governments of Europe, for the pro fessors of Chris-
tianity to persecute and worry each other on account of differences
in their respective creeds, it may not , perhaps, be deemed un-
pardonable or con tumacious in individuals to choose their own
amusements for themselves,—provided , in all cases, they do not
unj ustly or injuriousl y interfere with the lawfu l avocations of
others. On this princi ple, (having also certain feelings of inde-
pendence, which time hath neither effaced , nor calumny rendered
less dear,) during a soj ourn for a few winter months in a climate
warmer than England is supposed to afford , I ventured to amuse
myself in my own way, without, however, abjuring, much less
condemning, the manner in which others spend what may be
called their disposable time.

Thus, without meaning to assert with ancient Pistol , that
' The worl d is my ojr ster , which I with sword will open/

I may be allowed to say that I sp eculated , at least, in certain
branches of n atural history, for which the central parts of Fiance
afforded facilities, with satisfaction and deli ght, which , if it may
add little to the common stock of human knowled ge, never failed
to excite additional feelings of admiration , love, and reverence
for the great Author of all, who if, when he

' Rides in the whirlwind and directs the storm ,*

manifests himself more impressively to the ordinary observer of
Nature, is, nevertheless, to be equall y recognized in the organi-
zation of the simp lest plant , and in the structure and workman-
shi p of the minutest insect. Other obj ects , besides those of the
singular geological st ructure, and beautifu l fossil productions of
Touraine, animate and inanimate, could not fail to attract atten-
tion in a country teeming with the fallen monuments of the
superstition and ty ranny of by-gone days, and exhibiting the sub-
lime spectacl e of a people achieving their own freedom. Of th ese
objects the present state of rel igion in a country where the anti-
Christian connexion of Church and Sgtate has received its death-
blow ; the improvements in its civil and penal codes ; but, above
all, the practical operation of those laws which affec t the descent
of property, prohibiting the unnatural practice of a parent pro-
viding splendidl y for one child at the expense of the rest of the
family, furnished subjects of the highest interest. If, in speaking
of the Roman Catholic Church of France, some severity of
animadversion be indulged in , let it be remembered -that this is
meant to be strictly limited to the abuses of that religion , and that
during the reign of Charles X, but recently closed , * that worst
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of heresies of the Romish Church / as Dugal d Stewart just ly calls
it, was revived by persons impiously styling themselves c Les
Frere s de la doctrin e Chr6ti enne ,' and by the great body of the
bigoted ecclesiastics , ' which , by opposing revelation to reason ,
endeav oure d to extinguish the light of both ;* realizin g the ab-
surdit y, so happily r idiculed by Locke , of c atte mptin g to persuade
men to put out their eyes, th at they might the better receive the
remote light of a star th rou gh a telescope. 5

My own readi ngs of the books either of nat ural or political
economy I must re main per sonall y responsible for ; if in these I
have made mistakes , they are involuntary ones ; it is onl y what
others have done before me, who have not been more solicitous
to avoid err or , and non e of whom have more sincerel y felt or had
the coura ge to avow that , truth alone being their objec t, it is not
merel y indifferent  ̂ but welcome, let it come from what quarte r it
may. I am not sanguine enough to imagine that notes extracted
from the Common-place Book of an Inval id, ori ginal ly made for
the sake of personal amusement and information , can supply
much interestin g matter to a readin g public , but if there be found
in them little of novelty to engage attention , still there are many
ways in which a man may be useful to his fellow-creatures with -
out havin g been fortunate enough to make a single discovery in
science. Truth s alread y known may be put in shapes more
acceptable to certain understandin gs by some persons than by
others even of more ori ginal views ; an imperfect sketch may
stimula te to other and better delineat ions of the same subject ;
but if the object and the aim be usefulness , the intent ion , in all
cases, consecrates the attempt thou gh it should prove a failure.
• He who makes use of the light an d faculties God has given him ,
and seeks since re ly to discover truth by those hel ps and abilities
he has , may have th is satisfaction in doing his duty as a rational
cre atur e ; that thou gh he should miss truth , he wil l not miss the
reward of it. *,

NATURE .
Manifold cord s, invisible or seen ,
Present or past , or only hoped for, bind
All to our mother earth. —No step-dame she,
Coz 'ning with forced fondn ess, but a fount ,
Rightl y pursued , of never-fa iling love. —
True , that too oft we lose ourselves 'mong* thorns
That tea r and wound. —But why impatient haste
Fro m the smooth path our fairest mother dre w ?
'Tis man , not nature , works the general ill,
By folly piled on folly, till the heap
Hides every natural feeling', save alone
Grey Discontent , upra ised to ominous height ,
And keeping drows y watch o'er buried wishes.

* Locke's Works , vol. iii. p. 125.

636 Notices 6f Fran ce.

M.



637

A POLITICAL. AND SOCIAL. ANOMALY.
By our glorious constitution , the wonder and envy of the worl d ,
the crown of these realms , being here ditar y, has re peatedl y grace d,
or been graced by, the brows of a female ; and such an event is,
as ever y bod y kn ows, likely to occur again. To the wisdom of
th is arran gemen t we neither make nor feel any obj ection . We
have no reverence for Salic law. There has been no ar gumen t
ever presente d to our minds which demon strativel y proves that the
best of all possible kings, as ever y king is for the time being, is
better than the best of all possible queens, as every queen is for
the time being, by pa rit y of reasonin g. We only advert to the
fact for the sake of showing with how much of political au thorit y
a woman may be safely truste d ; how much she may be invested
with ,, accord ing to, not the wild theories of some modern specu-
lat or , but the wisdom of our ancestors and the perfection of our
institutions. It is a fearful amount. She selects the person s
who are to fill the great offices of State , and there must always
be considerable latitude of choice . The tremendou s question of
peace or war is in her breas t. She is the empire to fore ign
powers ; for it seems that cour ts know nothin g of nati ons but
their princes. She administers the laws, by her deputies the
judges ; and in the makin g of the laws she has a negative upon
the resu lts of the collective legislatorial wisdom of the nation ,
elected and hereditar y. Her obstinac y may indefinitel y postpone,
her treacher y may cruell y disa ppo int , the hopes of millions suffer -
ing under accumulated wro ngs. She has the disposal of im-
mense revenues , and is the fountain of hon our. Sh£ is the head
of the arm y, which is sworn to her service ; and the head of the
Churc h, selecting the men , who, as they prove good or bad spiritual
guides , may lead souls to heaven or mislead them to perd ition.
All this and mor e, not on ly may, but , when the conti ngency occurs
of a woma n 's bei ng next i n succession , must be cons igned to her
char ge, or the constitut ion is destro yed .

And how is a woman prepa red for this might y trust ? Certainl y
not by the best imag inabl e education , either in an intellectu al or
a moral view. It is impossible to conce al fro m her , for any lone;
t i me, the pecu liarit y of her own dest iny. From the moment of
her bein g aware of that destin y, the light of truth , on almost an y
subject , comes i nto her mi nd coloure d by it. This would be the
case even if those about her were themselves persons of the
soun dest head s and hearts , and the most free fro m selfishness and
sycophanc y that ever lived . Tha t they should be so, is a bold
supp osition. But if they were , how could they correct the con-
stant bias which must be impressed on her mind by her own
position ? How is it poss ible for her to read histor y impartiall y ?
to study moral philosophy impartiall y ? to examine religion im-



partially ? Even science, at the one extreme, and poetry at the
other, are not Ihe same thing to the royal expectant that they are
to others . Every topic of thought is referable in some way or
other to the great , the all-pervading distinction. She travels over
geometry itself by a royal road ; skims the sciences as their future
patroness ; regards all the lighter and bri ghter emanations of
intelligence as the adornments of her future court ; and in religion
and morality beholds the sanctions of her authority . The pre-
judices and perversions which it is the tendency of her situation
to produce, have already been generated in the race to which she
belongs, and so transmitted to her ; while they are also cherished
by almost all who are admitted to her presence. History shows
that, whether male or female, those whose conduct has proved
them the best qualified to use royal power beneficial ly have rarely
indeed been educated in the expectation of its possession. The
non-expectancy was fortunate, both for themselves and their
subjects. A royal education is, comparatively, a disadvantage.
A wordan brought up as the heiress of queenly dignity is less
likely to have her character finel y and full y developed than as if
she had been simp ly a respectable gentlewoman.

It is not strange that the egregious anomaly should have been
felt of institutions which sometimes invest woman, educated in
very unfavourable circumstances, with the state and amp litude of
supreme political authority ; and which , nevertheless, uniformly
deny to woman, though trained in the most favourable circum-
stances, the exercise of the very lowest and simp lest political
function , that which is essential to political existence, the elective
franchise. In the common opinion of common statesmen, the
fitness of woman to vote for an individual' s elevation to the tem-
porary dignity of a legislator in the House of Commons, is a mere
j oke : yet her naming scores of persons legislators for life, and
all their heirs legislators too, through all generations, is an essen-
tial portion of that perfection of ancestral wisdom under which
we live. She is vested with the entire power of the State, or not
entrusted with its meanest fraction. She is a divin ity or a slave.
In truth this mystery is hard to swallow, and warily must a loyal
subject steer his course so as neither to be convicted of construc-
tive treason by the Tories, nor ridiculed , even by radicals, for the
extravagance of his theories.

Sundry aggravations of the discrepancy are scattered about so-
ciety, with that beauti fu l contempt of uniformity which the Re-
form Bill so happ ily copies fro m our older institutions , in order
that the constitution may not go to total wreck and ru in. There
are sundry little clubs and dignities, about the country, in selecting
for which a woman's j udgment, if she possess property, may be
legitimatel y exercised . She may have her portion of parochial
representation in the vestry . She is perfectly competent to pro-
nounce on the skill of a physician who may save or sacrifice life,
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on a large scale, in the county hospital. She hel ps to elect the
sovereigns of India, who hold their august sittings in Leadenhall-
street. All this is reasonable and constitutional ; but—-vote for
a Member of Parliament—preposterous !

What makes this matter yet more odd is that a man does not
vote because he is a man , still less because he is an honest man,
or a wise man,, but because he is a ten pounder or upwards.
There, and there alone, is his qualification. But though the
woman be a fi fty-pounder and upwards, and both honest and
wise into the bargain , yet it availeth not. Truly it is very mys-
terious.

So thought one Mary Smith , who thereupon petitioned the
Legislature that female householders, possessing the requisite pro-
perty qualification , might be included within the enfranchising
provisions of the Reform Act.

This petition , which we have not been able to see, is said to
have contained some very foolish things, and some very disgust-
ing ones. It may be so; but we cannot imagine that it con-
tained anything so foolish, or so disgusting, as the conversation
which followed its presentation in the House of Commons. Many
newspapers declined to publish what we will not insult the poor
by calling pot-house ribaldry.

Who or what Mary Smith is, we neither know nor care ; nor
have we a word to say on behal f of the j udiciousness of her pe-
tition , or of her selection of an advocate ; nor are we offering any
opinion on the expediency of granting, or even attending to its
prayer : but we must say that its reception was most disgraceful ;
and that the distinction against which she petitioned is a very cu-
rious anomaly in our social institutions.

Be not alarmed, gentle reader ; nor suppose that we are about
to pen an eulogy on woman , or an assertion of her political rights.
We are not going to descant on domestic virtues, and Cornelia
the mother of the Gracchi , an d Dorcas, and Mrs. Hutchinson ,
and the patient Grizzle. We shall not talk of patriotism either,
nor celebrate the peasant girl s of Uri and Untervvalden, who died
in the ranks in the memorable fight against French invasion ; or
the noble lad ies of Warsaw, who gave their golden trinkets to be
melted and coined into ducats for the pay of the Polish army in
the late righteous rebellion . We will say nothing against the
common horror of female politicians. Our only purpose is to
mention , and merely to mention , a few particulars in which there
is great room for improvement in the condition of women.

In the firs t place, then , we cannot perceive how the interests
of civilized society should requ i re or be promoted by the preven-
tion of women 's attaining the fullest measu re of strength , health ,
and activity, of which their bodil y frames are capable. Qf course
it is essential to social order, that women who are kitchen
drudges should be robust^ and that lad ies who are drawing-
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room ornaments, should be delicate ; but, nevertheless, debility
is not delicacy. Heal th is a blessing", and limbs were made and
meant by nature for pleasurable exercise ; nor can that be any-
thing but a factitious notion of beauty, form,, and delicacy, which
requires so much restraint as the girl is often condemned to
endure, and is accompan ied by so much imperfection of develop-
ment, and irregularity of function, as the woman is often doomed
to experience. There is an original difference of constitution
which makes it clear^ that men must always have more physical
strength than women, but that is surely no reason why a course
of training and a set of habits should be kept up (happily, they
are diminishing) which seem to be a direct contrivance for aggra-
vating her comparative feebleness, hel plessness, and dependence.
Some excellent remarks on this subj ect were extracted from a
medical work in our number for August, 1831, p. 549. If we
do not allow women to be politicians, we might surely allow them
to be women, and to attain , by freedom from undue toil, from most
pernicious indolence, and fro m absurd training, taste, and fashion,
the full perfection of their physical nat ure.

Nor do we see any reason why education should either direct
female intellect to comparatively trifling obj ects, or impart to it
only superficial attainments . We see no reason why accom plish-
ment should be the aim , and solid knowledge the accident.
Anatomists say, that woman's brain is, on the average, lighter
than that of men ; it may be so, but a head as heavy as an ele-
phant's may onl y be a lump of leaden ignorance. We cannot
doubt that the lightest lad ies' brain mi ght be educated to a
degree of mental energy and acquirement far beyond that of the
heavy men who often occupy our courts and senates, assuming
wisdom on the score of specific gravity . The once fashionable
argument against educating the poor is still, perhaps, the great
obstacle in the way of a better education of women. c It will raise
them above their station ;' and the reply is the same— c All the
better.5 As the growing intelligence of the population shamed
the aristocracy, so might that of the women shame the men, into
something like intellectual progress.

There is no more probability that thinking and well-informed
women would neglect domestic duties, than there is that an entire
population , being well instructed , would leave the ground untilled ,
the fruits unga tfr ered, and all the raw material of clothing un-
man ufactured. The real probability is th at the political economy

" in the one case, and the household economy in the other, by being
the better understood would be the bette r practised. Mind sheds
its influence on every department, and, if more generally culti-
vated in woman, would render her aid to man tenfold more effi-
cient, and her companionship tenfold more pleasurable.

The great evil is, that, while men are educated for various pro-
fessions and occupations, which require some intelligence for
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success in them , women are only educated to get married . That
is the last chapter of the romance of their lives : there end the
care s of the parent , the responsibilities of the governes s, the
exertions of the heroine , and the interest of the spectator. Their
thoug hts, acquirements , manners , (we speak of the genera lity,)
have all this aim , or they are utterl y aimless. Occupation , which
is a man 's ohject in existence, and the preparation for which
developes his faculties , so far as they are developed , is onlv the
dern ier ressort of woman . Hence an imperfect characte r , factiti ous
manners , and a false moralit y. We understand not why one-half «•
of the community should have no other destin y than irreme diable
dependence upon the other hal f ; as long as women have nothing
in the world to look to but marria ge, they can not become qualified ,
in the best manner , for a married life ; so long as the modes in
which proper ty is inherited , acquired , and distributed , leave them
in utter dependence , they can never , in that institution , treat or be
treate d as independent part ies, making a fair and equal contract
for mutual benefit. Under the present order of thin gs, a lar ge
proport ion of them must remain as they are , fools to be cajoled,
toys to be sported with , slaves to be commanded , and in ignora nt
pride th at they are so, boastin g that they know nothin g, an d care
nothing , of matters which it beh oves every rational being to have
some acquai ntance with , and about which every rational being
should feel dee ply interested . Mean while pure r and loftier spirits
will brood over the destin y which they cannot chan ge, an d which
onl y the slow revolutio n of opinions , laws, and habits can improve,
till someth ing of bitterness will blend with their benevolence ; they
will be impa tient of havin g lived before their time ; and , in the
indi gnant contemp lation of petty despot ism an d slaver y, be some-
times apt to forget th at both are sacr ificing to their common
ignorance , errors , and prejudices , a large portio n of what might
be the ir common happ iness.

Now, as we before remarked , it does seem to us an egreg ious
political anomal y that woman should be capable of inheriting the
highest di gnity, and filling the most important office known to
this mighty empire , and yet be disqualified by her sex alone ,
notwithstanding her ample possession of every other requisite
which the law demands , from dischar ging the humblest , simp lest,
an d most elementar y dut y of civil life, the exercise of the elective
franchise. But we do not att ach any particular importance to
the continuance or the cessation of this apparen t absurdit y. It is
onl y one form of a far deeper and more extensive social anomal y.
The condition of woman is full of incongr uities. A descri pt ion
of it would be a tissue of antit heses ; of which the last and wors t
would be, th at the sex would not fail to sacrifice the individual
woman who should devote hersel f to its ameliorat ion. Subordinate
and helpless as they are , what might not women do for thems elves
and for mankind , could their spirit but be roused for the task ?



How easily might they purify taste, and reform manners, and
elevate morals, and by their influence bend institutions in the
most beneficent direction ! How easily might they imbue chil-
dren's minds with those pure feelin gs, just principles, and noble
purposes, which would ensure a rising generation worthy of the
country whose patriots and poets, ph ilosophers and philanthropists,
have yet ( the start of the majestic world,' How easily might they
help forward those social changes and improvements for which na-
tions are ripenin g, which are only obstructed by bru te force and blind
prejudice, and which must issue in arrangements in which their
own interest is perhaps the deepest ; diffusing more impartially,
equally, and universally than heretofore, all the good which can
be conferred by political right, and the means of knowledge and
enjoyment ! To do all this, by means direct and indirect, by the
interest they feel, the infl uence they exert, and the energy they
inspire in man's exertions, as well as by their own efforts, is their
business in the world. We blame them not for not having hitherto
fulfilled it as they ought ; man has placed them in degrading
circumstances, and through them the degradation has recoiled
upon himself. In his disgust at female pretension, (not a jot
worse than male pretension ; and either, only disgusting because
unfounded,) he has crippled female intellect, and thereby enfeebled
his own. In training a dependent, he has lost a companion. In
the passing admiration of superficial accomplishment, he has fore-*
gone the permanent advantage of solid attainment. As aristocracy
has legislated for him, so has he for woman,—both the worse for
success in what they deemed the pursuit of their peculiar interests.
In claiming science, politics, philosophy, and all the higher regions
of thought for himself, and warning off intrusion by placarding
them with the word unfemin ine, he has deprived himself of the
best sympath y, the most effic ient aid, the mightiest stimulus,
and the noblest reward of his own most honourable toils. All this
is very foolish and inconsistent ; but legislation and society are
lull or anomalies.

On the Economy of Machin ery and Ma nufactures , by  Charles Bab-
bage, Esq. A.M. London , Knight.

This is the work of a true philosopher, and belongs to the shel f on
whicj i stand Mr. Bailey*s Essays on the Formation and Publication
of Opinions, and Dr. Herschell s Introduction to the Study of Natural
Philosophy. It is so rich in sound principles and curious details, that
we can scarcely select from it, each portion being in the vicinity of
some other portion which there is also good reason for extracting. We
transcribe the Introduction as presenting the best general view of the
work that we can offer to our readers.
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* The object ef the pres ent volume is to point out the effects and the
advan tage s which arise f rom the use of tools and machines ; to en-
deavour to tra ce both the causes and the consequences of app lying
machine ry to supersede the skill and power of the human arm.

• A view of the mechanical part of the subj ect, will , in the first in-
stance, occupy our attention , and to this the fi rst section of the work
will be devoted. The first chapter of the section will contain some
remar k s on the general sources from whence the advan ta ges of ma-
chinery are derive d , and the succeedin g nine chapters will contain a
detailed examination of princi ples of a less genera l character. The
eleventh chap te r contains nume rous sub-div isions, and is important
from the extensive classification it affords of the art in which copying is
so largel y employed. The twel fth chapter , which completes the first
section , contains a few suggestions for the assistance of those who
propose visiting manufactories.

* The second section , after an introductory chapter on the difference
between making and manufacturi ng, will contai n, in the succeeding
chapters , a discussion of man y of the questions which relate to the
political economy of the subject. It was found that the domestic ar-
ran gement , or interior economy of facto ries was so interwoven with
the more general questions , that it was deemed nnadv isable to separate
the two subjects. The concluding chapter of th is section , and of the
work itself, relates to the future prospects of man ufactures , as arising
from the app lication of science .'—p. 1, 2.

The author observes that ' the advantages which are deri ved from
machinery and manufactu res seem to arise princi pall y from three
sources : The addition which they make to huma n p ower—the economy
they p roduce of hum an time —the conversion of substance s appar ently
common and worthless into valuabl e p roducts.9—p. 6.

The first is shown by the various modes of moving a block of squared
stone, in the quarry , of 1080 pounds wei ght , as ascert aine d by actual
experiment. To drag it along the roug hl y chiselled floor required a
force equal to 758 pounds ; over a floor of wooden planks , 652 pounds ;
on a, platform of wood over a floor of planks , 606 pounds ; by soap ing
the two wooden sur faces it onl y needed a force of 182 pounds ; upon rol-
lers of three inches diameter it was moved by a forc e of 34 pounds , on
the floor of the qua rr y ; and by one of 28 pounds over the floor of
planks ; and when mounte d on a platform , with the rollers between that
and the plan k floor , a forc e of 22 poun ds sufficed. Thus with each
contri vance there is a saving of power , and the force requ ired is red uced
from two-thirds of the weight of the stone to be moved , down to one-
fiftieth.

The following is a specimen of the economiz ing of time:—
• In dividin g the knotted root of a tree for the purpose s of fuel , how

very different will be the time consum ed , accord ing to the nature of the
tool mad e use of! The hatchet or the adze wil l divide it into small
parts , but will consume a lar ge portion of the workman 's ti me. The
saw will answer the same pur pose more effectual ly and more quickl y.
This in its turn is supersed ed by the wed ge, which rends it in a still
Short er tim e. If the circumstances are favourabl e, and the workm an
skilful , the time and expense mav be stil l furt her reduced by the use of
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a smal l quanti ty of gunpowder exploded in holes judiciousl y placed in
the block .'—p. 18.

Improvements in machinery not onl y economize the force applied ,
and the ti me occup ied, but the mater ials employed , in a surprising
manner. This is beauti fully exemplified in the effect of the impr ove-
ments in printing - pre sses—vide chap. 9.

Chap. II. on Copying, contains much ver y curious matter , and one
suggestion which we would hope may not be neglected .

* There is one app lication of lithogra phic printing which does not
appear to have rece ived sufficient atten tion , and perhap s farther ex-
perime nts are necessary to bring it to perfectio n. It is the re-printing
of works which have first arrived from other countries. A few years
ago one of the Paris newspapers was reprinted at Brussel s as soon as
it arrived , by mean s of lithography. Whilst the ink is yet fresh thi s
may be easil y accomplished : it is onl y necessar y to place one copy of
the newspaper on a lithograp hic stone , and by means of great pre ssure
app lied to it in a rollin g press , a sufficient quantit y of the printing ink
will be transferred to the other stone . By similar mean s the other
side of the newspaper may be copied on another stone , and these stones
will then furnish impressions in the usual way. If printi ng from stone
could be reduced to the same price per thousand as that from moveab le
types, this process might be adopted with great advanta ge for the
supp ly of work s for the use of distant countries possessing the same
language. For a single copy of the work might be printed off with
transfer inky which is bette r adapted to this purpose ; and thus an
English work , for examp le, might be published in America from. stone ,
whilst the ori ginal , printed from moveable types, made its appearance
on the same day in England.

' It is much to be wished that such a method were app licable to the
reprintin g of fac-sirniles of old and scarce books. This , however ,
would require the sacrifice of two copies, since a leaf must be destroyed
for each page. Such a method of reproducin g a smal l impressi on of any
old work is peculiarl y app licabl e to mathe matical tables , the setting
up of which in type is alwa ys expensive and liable to error : but how
long the ink will retain its power of being transf erred to stone from
paper on which it has been printed , must be det ermined by experiment.
The destruction of the greasy or oily portion of the ink in the character
of old books seems to present the greatest impediment ; if one con-
stituent onl y of the ink were removed by t ime, it might perh ap s be
hoped that chemical means would ultimat e ly be discovered for resto rin g
it: but , if this be unsuccessfu l, an attem pt might be mad e to discover
some substanc e having a stron g affi nit y for the carbon of the ink which
remains on the paper , and ver y little for th e paper itself/—pp. 58, 59, 60.

Chapter XII. contains a list of inquiries to be made on visiting manu-
facturing establishments. It is a good lesson in the art ol asking
questions , for want of proficien cy in which much kn owled ge is often
missed.

The four chapters which relate to the elements of p rice well deserve
to be studied. Those which follow, on the Division of Labour , are
admirabl e. To the common vie ws of its util ity, Mr. Babbage adds the
following important princ iple;—
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* That the master -man ufacture r by dividing the work to be executed

into different processes , each requi ring different degrees of skill and
force , can purchase [exactl y] that precise quantity of both which is
necessa ry for each process ; wherea s, if the whole work wer e executed
by one workman , that person must . possess sufficient skill to perf orm
the most difficult , and sufficient stren gth to execute the most laborious
of the operations into which the art is divided. '—p. 137.

We should have like d mor e illustration of the * Division of Menta l
Labour; 5 thou gh the instan ce given is a very striking one.

In the remainder of the volume we hav e the app lication of sound
philosophy, ori ginal thought , and extensive observation , to such sub-
jec ts as the causes and consequences of large factories ; combinations ,
both of masters and men ; the effect of taxation on manufactur es ; the
exportation of machiner y ; and the future prospects of manufa cture s
as connected with science. Eac h topic would require a long arti cle for
us to do j ustice to the author 's views.

Iu Chapt er XXIX. , there is an exp ose of the combination which has
the last thr ee years been establi shed by the lar ge bookselling houses ,
and forced by them upon the trade in genera l. He proposes to break
it up by an association of authors. We doubt whether that expedient
would succeed .

* On the Manchester rail -road , above hal f a million of persons travel
annuall y;  and supposing each person to save onl y one hour in the
time of transit between Manchester and Liverpool , a saving of 500,000
hours , or of fifty working -days of ten hours each , is effected. Now
this is equivalen t to an addition to the actual power of the country of
one hundred and sixty-seven men , without incr easing the quan tit y of
food consumed ; and it should also be remarked , that the t ime of the
class of men th us sup p lied , is far more valuable than that of mere la-
bourers. '—p. 306.

Now, such a rail -road as this for the stirring intellect is Mr. Bab-
bage 's book. Onl y far better , for it branches off in many directions ,
and swiftl y, yet pleasantl y, conveys the mind into distant regions of
usefu l thoug ht , discovery , and exertion. It saves us much * in the
time of transi t/ and especiall y does it bring near the often remote and
hostile domains of theory and pract ice. May there be man y t ravellers ,
and all feel the gratitude they owe to the able and enterprisin g engineer I

The Mysticism of Plato , or Si?icerity rested up on Reality,
Hunter , 1832.

No trul y great or fine mind was ever yet utterl y lost to the worl d ;—
nay more ,—no mind containing within itself the capacity for any kind
of greatness , has ever been so far the slave of circumstances as to be
comp letel y smothere d by them ; force of any kind , mental or physical ,
must expend itself, otherwise it is not force, bat weakness. And thus
it has al ways happened , that when there has been no place found for
its evident and external operation , it has vet , by turnin g* inward s its
mental vision , found amp le room and verge enough, in exp lorin g the
recesses of its own nature , its ori gin , and its hopes. To trac e, throug h
generation after generation , and age after age, the superstruct ure raised
by time upon one such mental substra tum, might be the stud y of a life ;
and it was in the expectation of finding some steps hewn toward s the



attainment of this extended view, that we eagerly took up the * Mystfe ism
<*f Pl ato. ' But to those, who , attract ed by the volume contained in
this title , look to find some, if it were onl y the smal l coin , of the
riches of imagination , or the treasures of heart-wisdom , it will prove a
disappointment. Such is not here. We find ourselve s suddenl y in the
midst of scholastic crit icism , couched , it is t rue, in most ner vous an d
eloquent sentences , on the old subject of the \0y09. The body of Plato
is there , but , alas ! the soul is afar ofF.

Yet th is criticism has its use in these days of dogmat ical cont roversy,
and rare ly is it touched in so phi losophical a spirit. The author shows
*that orth odoxy was borrowed from Platonism ; yet , that in transfer -
ring 1 the idea , as well as the word , what was abstract in Platonism was
made personal in orthodox y ; what was mystical was made real ; an d,
in one word , a Platonic mysticism was converted into an orthodox.
reality / (p. 34.) In the comprehensive spiri t of his master 's doctrine ,
' the founder of an universal reli gion , that is, of a reli gion which was
to supersede all other reli gions , ari d into which every other religion was
to be absorbed , as rivers flow into the sea,' the evangelist identified
him with the Platonic Xoyo? , and it was onl y in after times that the
ward was personified , and the mystic doctrine literalized , and vul-
garize d, misrepresenting alike the apostle and the philosopher , and
fabricating fro m the language of metap hysical truth , common to them
both , a prepos terous creed , to be enforced by persecution.

The nam e of Plato made us expect more and other matter. Doubtl ess
at this time but a faint semblance can be had of that unfathomable and
majesti c mind , and that littl e only to be grasped by those who have an
ardent love and search after that truth and beauty which is immutable ,
and of which , were there the desire for it , some portion migh t be seen
by all, as it rests not in thin gs, but in the mind of the searcher. Still ,
for this wor k , if he d id no more , the author must rank high among
those who have done good in th eir generation ; with an ardent , yet
aeute and calm intellect , he has boldl y stepped over the little mud
entrenc hments , and innumerable hillocks which are error 's favo urite
abidin g places ; an d though he has not passed on to the hi gh mounta ins ,
yet his is not the mind to be discoura ged th at still hi gher and hi gher
the bri ght peaks arise beyond him , nor because that the distance is to
our sight lost in clouds ; he will go on his way rejoicing in each inch
of groun d gained to th e good cause ; and with heart and soul we say,
God speed him. Will the realist smile , and the cold-hearted scoff?
Sure ly,—for is not the power of each beirr g to approach the sourc e of
all good , limited by the imperfections of its own character ? So it
was from the beginnin g, and ever will be. But if when the fulness of
time shall have come, and the mists shall have cleared , and the sun
shine out ful ly, better spiri ts shall predominate , then wil l t hey bow

• the ir hearts to the few, who , throug h doubt and th ick darkness , kept
alive a hopeful faith in higher things.

A Ramble of Six Thousand Miles through the United States of
America. By S. A. Fe.rrall , Esq. London , 1832.

Veity lively, grap hic, clever sketche s. They bear obvious mark s of
correctness , and ar e alike full of entertainment and of wisdom. Ther e
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is a truthful vigour in this work which demolishes at once all the ape*
culations and misrepresentations of the Halls and Trollope s. The
aut hor has given the best account of that extra ordinary woman , Francis
Wriff ht , which we have met with. Vide Cha pter 1, 7, 11. There is
also some curious statemen t about New H armony and Mr. Owen 's
doings there. The Backwood and native Indian picture s are capital.
But the remarks on Americ an society, manners , and institutions , are
the most val uable portion of the book , and very valuable they are.
The influence of having (by the elective franchise) a share in making
the laws on the habit of obedience to the laws, is illustrated by some
very striking anecdotes. The effect, and the present necessity of the
ballot is also shown bv facts which indicate that , * were it not for the

•r

protection afforded by the ballot , the Americans would be fully as cor-
ru pt , and would exercise the franchise as little in accordance with the
public inter est , as the English and Iri sh who enjoy the freedom of
corp orate towns. 5—(p. 226.) Its abolition would , if so, soon rob them
of the happy peculiarity which he afterw ard s describes ,—(p . 229.) viz.,
that the grades of American society want two which exist in En glan d,
' the highest and the lowest classes. ' It would soon cease to be the
fact , that ' the only class who live on the labour of others , and without
their own person al exert ions, are the planters in the south .'

Of the legal provision indicated in the following quotation we were
not aware : ' I here (at Marion in Ohio) saw gazetted three divorces ,
all of which had been granted on the app lications of the wives. One,
on the ground of the husband 's absent ing himself for one year :
anot her , on account of a blow having been given : and a third , f o t
genera l neglect. There are few instances of a woman 's being refused
a divorce in the western country, as dislike is very generall y, and very
rationa lly, supposed to constitut e a sufficient reason for granting the
ladies their freedom .'—p. 55.

Opposite the title-page we have an engraved fac-simile of the Lead '
i?ig Article in the Cherokee Ph oenix', of Jul y 3J , 1830 ) and th e
wor k conta ins some ind ignant animadve rsion s on the conduct of the
American government towards that and other Indi an tribes which had
made some progress towards a state of civilization.

The History of Charlem agne. By G. P. R. James , Esq. 8vo.
Longm an , 1832.

This is inte nded to be the first of a series of works , ' illustratin g the
History of France by the Lives of her Great Men / The biograp hies
will be connected by historical dissertations on the intervening periods.
Jud ging by the present volume , which indicates great industry and
compete nt ta lent , we augur well of the series . Such a plan of writi ng
histor y is a very pleasa nt one, and must attract many readers who
would shrink from its stud y in the form in which it is usuall y pre>
sented.

Letters fo r  the Press ; on the Feel ings\ Passions , Manners , and Pur-
suits of Men. By the late Francis Roscommon , Esq. 1832.

Every book suits somebod y; and this book will suit those respectable
person s who like something ' * good ' to read ; something which may be
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begun or discontinued at almost any page ; which is always sensibl e,
and never startling 1 ; where truths come like pot-l uck acquaintances ,
with their 4 old familiar faces' and in their old familiar clothes too ,
di sturbin g nobod y by their egress or regress , and contradictin g nobod y
while they stay . It is especiall y adapted for being read aloud to a
circl e of ladies round a work -tab le, and we recommen d it for that pur -
pose to all whom it may concern.

648 Critical Notices.—The Ref ormer.

The Ref ormer. By the Author of Massenburg , 3 vols. London ,
Wilson.

We do not know who the Author of Massenburg is, unless it be
Balaam the Soothsayer of Bal ak , who blessed when he meant to curse.
Intending to magnify the aristocrac y and mal ign refo rmers , the writer ,
who is evidentl y clever , has yet let in so much of reality as not to
enthral our sympathies to his design. So be it ever with all Balaams.

The Conversa tional Method of Teaching Languag es ; or , the Systems
of Hamilton and Jacotot Improved * By S. B. P. Q. London :
Souter , 1832.

The chief improvement on the plans named in the title is, that the
tr ans lat ions employed are not only strictl y literal , but in the order of the
f oreign text. By such means the mind of the pup il may undoubtedl y
be more speedily familiarized with the idioms of the language he is
learning* . He emp loys its conven tional arrangement of word s. The
obvious risk to his English sty le is guarded against by fi rs t teaching in
the mater nal language what the pup il has to acquire in a foreign. The
author has published * Elisabeth , ou lea Exiles de Sibe*rie ' arranged for
this method.

Advice to Emigrants. By Thomas Dyke, Junior. Simpkin and
Marshall .

Hints on Emigration to Up per Canada. By Martin Doyle. Second
Edition . Simpkin and Marsha ll.

There is a great deal of useful information in the first of these little
books , relative to the Canadas , New Brunswi ck , Nova Scotia, the
TXnit ed States , New South Wa les, Van Diemen 's Land , t he Swan
River, and the Cape of Good Hope. The emigrant , in intention , will
do well to consul t it. The obvious bias of the compiler against the
United States scarcel y needs to be pointed out , in order to prevent the
reader from being misled by it , and consequen tl y having recourse to
some more ' impartial guide ' in re fere nce to that countr y.

The second is by a very super ior hand , and is worth y of the honour-
abl e celebr ity which the name of Martin Doyle has acquired , especiall y
in Ireland. His sty le is as good as th at of Cobbett , and his informa-
tion is practical and complete. Several original letters from settlers
in Canada are appended.




