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Onmmet—y

Again it is asked Should we bmld
churches or- cha,pels for the poor" g
I .answer, that-while I think - this -
made of o "peratlon to be secondary
in its claims, and to promise little
in'comparison with a daily’and hourly
ministration from house to ‘house,

yet as'considerable numbers, eyen of

than ha.lf of those for whom this
ministry is most lmpox tant, can be ga-
thered-for - anythmg like- a constant
attendance upon the services of a
mission-house or chapel They are,
ther efore, to be ministered to at home.

And as far as any can be induced

_and enabled regularly to__give them

the very poor, may be ‘brought toge-
ther on the’ evenings of Sunday, for
social worship and 1nstruct1on, and
a few may be collected for a service
in the day, it is therefore well to have’
small and unexpenswe ‘chapels “for
these services. * But if a commodious
hall may be obtdined, near the centre’
of the nelghbourhood of a large
number * of 'the “poor, I should not

advise the eréction of a chapel. A

very largé ‘prdportion of the poor, it
is" to 'be ~remémbered, frequently
change their place of habitation ; and
the parts of the city to ‘which they
remove are often far apart from one
another. It will often, therefore, be
inconvenient, *“or 1mpract1cable, to
continue’ ‘their connexioti with a par-
ticular- chapel“*or“"hall' ““““ of-worship:
Many, too, who will'go, and be glad
to go to' an evenmg service, cannog
leave theif homes' during the day,
either because they have young chil-
dren who demand their care; or be-
¢ause they have not the attire in
whith they are w;llmg to goabroad.,
I ventiire-indeed 40 say;' that far less

attendance upon the 1ehg10us services,
of a church on’ bunday, it séems to
me very, ‘desirable that they should
be persuaded, as far as may be, to
connect themselves with the existing
convre«ratlons, or rehgmus societies,
in the city; while, if itshall be thought
best, they may still be in the charge
of the minister of the’ poor who
has brought them into this connexion.

I would" ‘say a1§o, that not more, than
one public service 'in the day time.
“should be reqmred of- a mmlster at

Iarge on Suriday ; becduse half of the
day may be far more proﬁtably ap-
propriated to visiting those who can-
not be brought together for public
worsghip, and whoarethen to be found
at home under circumstances the

'mostwfavourable*for relmous a"“nd -

moral influence. ' He may, however,
preach on other dayq in any room of
those whom ‘he  visits’ and he ‘may’
have aregular Sunday evéning service
in his hall or chapel But,’ i Jrepedt,
let the poor, Rs'far as.it can be done,
Ve’ bronght into thre congregations of
the rwh and thieve; as our Lord and’
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master intended that they should let;
them worship together.” There let
them send up the mingled incense of

UNITARIAN

united adoration and thanksgivings,

of penitential acknowledgments and
fervent supplications ; and there let
them open their hearts to a sense at
- once of their relation to each other,

CHRONICLE.

in- their places of public worship:

The poor, who would gladly unite"
with them, but who cannogt pay for
the privilege, in the largest number
of our places of worship have at best
a very narrow space appropriated for
them ; and there they must sit apart,

as ¢ the class of the poor.” This is a

through theii commort re1atlon‘”t()’*“practlce“notr-lessﬁ—lncens1stent—-W1th_~

‘God, and of their great common in-
terests ; of their reciprocal duties, and
of the common and infinitely glorious
inheritance. to which God is calling
them. Many may thus be united
with our churches, who otherwise
would have lived and died uncon-

nected with any of them.  Still, how-

ever, after all that can be done to
bring them into this connexion, there
will be many, to whom, if the gosPel

is to be preached, it must and-can be

only in the family circle; many,
therefore, who will be without the
pale of the Christian ministry, unless
there shall be - a ministry exclusively
 for them,

My reply to the third quexy,’“

¢ Should this ministry be made an-in-
strument for the formation of new
religious societies ?’ is plainly to be
inferred from what I have said in
my reply to the second. If, indeed,

a chapel, or a mission-house for the
poor, shall become a centre in which
those who can build and support a
new house of worship shall be dis-
posed to form themselves into a new
religious society, and to unite them-

selves with the poor who are collected

there, it is well. Let a new religious
ociety then be formed there. But
most earnestly should I deprecate any
measures, which should have for
their end the establishment of con-
gregations, or of Iehglous societies,
excluswely of thepoor. - Itisa very
important purpose of the ministry
for which I plead, to bring the classes
of society into a new and Chrlstlan
union with each other; and it is
greatly to be regretted, that our re-
ligious societies are constituted as
they now are, in respect to the ac-
commodation of any hut proprietors

our pohtmal principles; than it is with
the spirit of Chrxstlamty Under
other governments, where. d1st1nc-
tions of rank and of rights are uni=
versally recoguized, the poor- feel -
themselves to be, and revolt not at
being treated, both politically and
religiously, as a.caste. But far other-
wise is it under our 1nst1tut10ns, for
the preservauon of whieh, rehgmus
as well as political, no means is more -
important, than.. the excltement and_
maintenance of an interest in them,
and an attachment to - them, in
the rass of the poorer depart-
ments of society. Let nothing, then,
be done by this ministry, by which
the poor. shall be made to feel thaf the
very religion, which is intended to be
a bond of union between them and
their fellow-men, i is itself an instru-
ment of their separation from the
more favoured classes of their fellow-
beings. The attempt, by any means,
to build up and to increase -the
number of religious sooieties, com-
posed of those, who, without bring-
ing themselves into great pecuniary

_embarrassments, and taxing others.
“to uphold them, cannot’ suppoit. &

ministry, I deem alike impolitic and
wrong ; and if the ministry for. the
poor shall be employed for this
object, I feel assured that by this
single circumstance, it will be not
less exposed to fall intp discredit, and
tobecomeanutter faxlure, thanitwill-
if it shall be engaged in only asa tem-
porary service, and in preparation for
the ministry of our churches. |
Having given my judgment upon
these questions, I would state a few,
great principles of operation in the,
ministry, which I have tested, and
have found to be of increasing valyq
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in propornon as I have learned how
to apply. them.
be a - better service than I could
render by any statements of my own-
modes of action in partlcular cases.

I observe then, in the'first place,
that, either for personal happiness
in this ministry, or for success in

on-mm‘ef;ﬁ

Thls, I ‘think, will

a1

beset his path. It will even reveal -
to hind the strength and thé weak:"
nesses, the virtues and the vicé§ of
thogé to whoin he shall ministeér: - Iﬁ
will suggest to him new modes of
action when old ories have failed him,;
and make him patient with the dull
tender and kind to the feeble and

~'-1t—~we~mustvregard—~peverty-and~the-—«suscepttble*-as-aﬂ'ectlonate—asWheﬂsm

poor, Jesus Christ regarded
them. We must have a love of mémn,
as man, like that which glowed in
the heart of Jesus. We must re-
~ cognize in every human being a child
- of our Fatherin heaven, and goto our
work under the full mﬂuenee of the
sentiment of Christiann brotherhood
~ with those, whom it may be our pri-
vilege to serve as ministers of Christ.
This Christian interestin the poor,
this affectionate care. for them, and -
this salicitude for their highest im-
provement and well- being,—for their
happmess through their ‘piety and
virtue,—is the first of all requisites,
not only for- making the proffered
services of the ‘minister acceptable,
but everr in” any conmderable degree
usefal. This is, in truth, no other
than' the principle of a trite sympathy
with Jesus Christ in ‘the distinctive
object of his religion, that, through”
its irfluence, the poor are to be
blesséd ; that; through his teaching;
and the spirit of his gospel, even the
poorest may be made rich by the ac-
quisition of & treasure, which is in=
finitely more. -precious -than all out-
ward good. ~ This simiple and divine
principle in the soul of a minister of
the poor will inspire the conscious~
ness, that he has himsélf obtained
a better possession; When he has
been an instrument of bringing a
family, or an individual, under the
influences -of the~-g03pel of-Christ;-
than if, by any other operation, le
had even obtained for himself great
riches,
light, where otherwise he would have

found himgself in the thickest dark-

ness} and for encOuragemenﬁ, where,
withouat it, he would haveshrutk from

the obstaolgs ~which will gometimes-

It" will also’ be to him for

perseveritig towards the apparently
obdurate, and ever forbearing even
towards the most violent opposer.
It will gradually soften hearts, which
at first appeared to be 1mpenet1able |
and ¢all forth in them sentiments of
regard, and confidence, and attach:
ment; and it will make him feel,
that, in being permltted to minister
to the moral recovery and the
spiritual ‘advancement of any, even
thé meanest. of his brethren, who -

~would ' otherwise have been over-

looked and neglected, and left in ig-
norance and recklessness and sin, for
whom yet Christ lived and died, he is
one of the most privileged, and ought

“to be one of the most grateful and

devoted, of the children of God it this
world. I do not say thdat no one
should make a trial of his capacities
for this service till he shall feel the
full extent of this religious interest
in the poor, and the most exposed of
his fellow-beings.  But I think that
if; after & fair trial of the work, he
shall not find this sentimernt to be’
daily growing in his heart, he may
reasonably conclude, that thls 18 not'
the department of the ministry to~
which the providence of God has
called him.

Again, I adduce it as ani elementary’
principle of this ministry, that we
should go to it with a true and strong
spirit of sympathy with every one,

bl

“whom-we-may-be-called-to-address;

or with whom we mdy have to expos-
tulate, as a sinner. The first prin--

ciple to which I have adverted will

keep us constantly mindful of the

sentiment of our Lord, ¢ I am among

you as ome that seyth And the

second, implying a’constant recog-

nition - of the act, ‘I, too, am a
P2
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sinner,’ will dispose and prepare us,
as we could not otherwise be pre-
pared, -gently, kindly, and affec=
tionately to approach our offending
brother.  This second principle,
therefore, in my estimation, is not of
less importance than the first. Here
we are brought into connexion with

UNITARIAN CHRONICLE~

or reproachful in thanners, or in lant
guage; for even without speaking of

_himself, yet feelmg this pxmmple, he
will but press upon the sinner his

own deep-felt convictions, his own
most dearly cherished interests, his
own- firm purposes, and his own
ardent hopes. Every feeling, there-

~those, whose lives have passed under—fore;-of-hisown-sins;and-every-effort—

far different influences from our own.
‘We have neither been exposed, as
they have been, and were never per-
haps inclined to the vices and erimes
into which they have fallen. But
may not our own sins, in the sight of
God, and under the circumstances in
'w_hich- ‘we committed them, be as
great as theirs ? * I plead for no false
sensibility on this subject; for no
artificial and assumed feelings ; for
no self-accusations of sins--of-which
we are innocent. But it is the truth,
and a matter of simple truth, that we
are ourselves the fellow-sinners even
of the greatest transgressors, Let
- a conviction of this truth, then, be
ever present to our minds, when we
are speaking to others of "their sins.
It is, indeed, hardly conceivable by
those who have not made the experi-
ment, how close is the intimacy which
may be -formed in this service of mind
with mind; and what-a free.and
willing access may be obtained _in it
even to minds which spurn the au-
thority of law, and in mockery laugh
at, or indignantly resent, every other
indication of an attempt to control
them.. But, for this end, we must
identify ourselves with the transgres-
sor, through that sympathy with
which nothing short of a strong sense
of our own sins can inspire us, Few
are so dull that they cannot perceive,
though they may not be able to ex-

“plain, the actings of this principle in-

the soul of one who addresses them ;
and few consciences are so dead as

to be wholly insensible to the motives

and persuasions which it will suggest
and urge, to impress and win the
heart of the sinner, Under its influ-
ence, the minister of the poor can’

never be authoritative, harsh, severs, -

he shall make for the self-improve-
ment to which the gospel calls him,
is" an increase of his qualifications

‘for the mlmstry, in which he would

be "an instrument of bringing his
“brother-sinner to repentance and to
salvation.

Again.—As it is a pecuharlty of

' this ministry, that its objects are to

be 'sought rather through direct per-
sonal intercourse, than by preaching,
and- therefore, that it principally ad-
dresses itself immediately to the in-
dividual mind, the principle should
never be lost sight of, that a constant
regard is here o be had to the dis-

tinctive cn‘cumstances, both personal

and relatwe, of every individual t6
whom it is extended. Allow me then
to say, that, in this service, the in-
quiries should constantly‘ be present
to our minds, ¢ What are here the
prevailing principles, dispositions,
and tendencies 7’ ¢ What are the
effects upon the individual of the
employment in which he is engaged,
and the company with which he as-
sociates 2’ ¢ What are the . influ-
ences at home which are conducing
to good . in .him, and what. to evil.?’
¢ What is there in his mind, or heart,
which is to be cherished and strength-
ened, and by the culture and advance-
ment of which the whole character
may be improved ; and, what is the
prejudice there, the passion, or the
habit,-which-it-is-most-desirable;-and. -
most important, should immediately
be corrected ?” Some, even of those
who are living most viciously, it will
be found were religiously educated,
and will not have forgotten the care
with which they were reared, and the
hopes which were indulged of them.-
This is a circumstance which may be:
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| of great 1mportance to. the obJects of.
a religious teacher ; for of those who

have.been recovered fr om gross vice,
I believe that nineteen out.of twenty
will be found to have received early
religious instruction; and that their
reformation, under God is -princi-
pally to be. ascribed to 'the revived

3{13

ministiy. But here, more easxly per=

haps than in the ministry of our
churchés, we may lose "sight of it.
What, indeed, it may be asked by
some, are the rights which belong to
a condition of i ignorance, and de-

- pendence, and degradation, and sin ?

And what is the respect which is due

“nfluénce of this instruction. bome,
also, have been reared.from infancy
in an- atmosphere of sin, and have
never received’ a strong impression
of a religious principle, or had a
strong" sense. of a religious obhga—
tion.
truth they are not- wholly, without

natural consclence ;. and the skill of .

the teacher is to be exerted upon this
conscience, in awa.kemng its almost
deadened  capacities. Some were

early-accustomed to-a ‘condition of at

least comparative - prosperity, - and
others have never known any other
than a life of poverty. - Having then
obtained as’ perfect a knowledge as

he ..can_of. allm,WIthm .and.. yvithous -

which is. conducmg to the virtue or
vice of the individual, the teacher
will understand something of ' the
nature of the .work which he will
have to do; of the objects to which
he is particularly to direct his atten-
tion and cares; and, of the means he
is to employ to attain these objects,
And though, after all that he may
thus have learned, his success may
be far short of his hopes, he will,
yet, to_the extent-to.which his. influs
ence shall 'be felt; and to-which the
individual shall be brought to co-
operate with him, have the satisfac-
tion to know that he is working for a
radical and a pexmanent reforma-
tion, ,

I would - state another prmmple
Wwhich is constantly to be cherished
and maintained in this ministry. . I
mean that we should be careful to
carry into it a deep feeling of respect
for the actual rights and capacities
of the individual mind. I do notin-
deed suppose that this principle is of
greater importance here than in any
other department of the Christian

Still they may not be, and in-

fection, of choice and of will,

to him who has no respect for him-
self ? I reply that the capacities and -
rights of an immortal nature, of a
being who must account for himself

‘to God, and in whom the ob_]ects of

the gospel of Christ can be accom-
plished only by his own free choice
of truth and virtue and duty, have

‘the highest claims to the respect of a

religious teacher, even in the most

wayward and debased of our fellow-

men. For how is it but through his

'capacmes and rights of thought and

understanding, of judgment and af-
that
any one is, or can be, a subject of the
moral government of God, and ac-

countable.to.him? . It isa new World.

of inter ests, and as distinct a course
of action, into which we are brought
in our intercourse with our fellow-
beings, by Christian sentiments on
this single subject respecting them.

Our own use of these rights, and
our improvement of these capacities
may, perhaps, have raised us, in our
moral - condition, above some poor,
degraded fellow-beings, even more
than we are raised above them by the
circumstances of our _outward con-
dition.  But enfeebled as these powers
may be in them, and perverted and
corrupted, they are not wholly lost ;

for if they were, the individuals
would not be proper subjects of the
Christian ministry, A man may be
regardless of his capacities and rights,

“and in¢onscious of their importance

and worth, and of the responsibility

~which they bring. upon him; and it

may even be the high office of the
minister into whose charge he may
fall, to reveal this individual to him~
self. And what an exalted ministry
is that in which we are called .to
bring home to any soul a conception
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‘Whmh 1t never had of the capacltles

with which God has endowed it ; of
~ the certainty, which has been unfelt,
of an immortal existence ; and of the
necessary connexion of human hap-
piness, and misery, with its freely

formed habits, and its chosen moral
And.does God himself,

CHRONIELE,

shall make. of them. If any one haveA
‘nat a conscipusness in what consists
‘the essential worth of the rtghts and
powers of his own moral, acecount-
able, and immortal nature, I know of
no rules which aid him-in awakening
this consc1ou°ness in the soul of
another

—1I ask with reverence,—act upon
the human mind, or heart, for its
conversion, or restoration, indepen=-
dently of the free exercise of those
capacities by which he has consti-
tuted us moral and accountable
agents ? How then shall man be
‘made an instrument of the salvation

of his fallen brother, if he respect

not in him those powers and rights
which are the essential constituents

_ of the soul that is to be redeemed ?
Is it still asked, how may we aid the

poor. manacled and fettered spirit to
regain its freedom?- How may we
awaken in him a sense, and fasten
upon him-a conviction, of the great-
ness and excellence of the capacities
which he has given over to sin?
How shall we teach him and help
him to feel that he has power, and
that he must use it to return to God ;
and that if he will seek, because he
truly wants it, God will not withhold
the assistance he needs to break his
chains and to recover his liberty 2 1
can only answer, that, as far as
human agency may be effectual in
this work, he, I believe, will possess
the best light, and will' labour with

the best success, who, under the

guiding influence of the instructions
and example of our Lord, shall al
ways, and in everything, most care-
fully maintain the respect which is
due to thege capacities and essential
principles. of human _nature, which
our heavenly Father himself respects
in all his dealings with man as a
moral being.  And he, I think, will
most faithfully regard these capacin
ties- and principles of our copymon
nature in others, who is most strongly
impressed with their importance and
worth in himself, and with his own
accountableness for the use which he

It is another principle, which
should never be forgotten in this
ministry, that human nature,—or, to
speak more deﬁmtely, a fellow-sinner,
—is never to be given up, as if he
‘were either beyond the pale.of God’s
mercy, or of human hope and cha-
rity and labour. I give a promi-
nence also-to this principle; because
in this ministry, far more than we
should be in that of our churches,
we are called to.a frequent and inti-
‘mate eommunication with obdarate,
and reckless offenders ; and because
- here, therefore, unless we are strongly
impressed with it, we shall not only
find our own energies daily en-
~feebled-by new-discouragements; but-
we shall be disregarding one of the
highest and most glorious of the
objects of Christianity, and of the
ministry it has instituted, the salva-
tion of the lost. Here it may be,
that from day to day we shall be
brought into the society of the con-
firmedly intemperate, into whose
very bones and marrow, and every
thought and affection, the chains of
the appetite which has enslaved them
‘seem-not; only-to-have grown; -but-to-
have become identical, with the very
principle of their existence. But are
they, therefore, to be overlooked,
as no longer subjects of the moral
government. of God? Even if all
expedients which have yet been tried
shall_hayve failed, are there nu new
expedients which Christian benevo-
lence can devise for their recovery?
Wauld he, who came to seek and to
save that which was lost, pass them
uncared for, while God continues to
them any use of their reasoning
powers, or while any principles of
their moral nature are still living in
their hearts? Kere, too, we shall
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. yneet the equally perverted who have.
~ to intemperance, to falseliood, dnd

reasoned themselves, as far as they
could, out of all prmmple, and into a
Justlﬁcatlon of every sin, to which
passion may prompt, or desperation
may drive them. And here must be
met those, who have fallen into that

_deepest of the abysses of human_

be; and } is,, brought by’ abandonmenf; |

GHRONICLE.

dishonesty, or to a life of proﬂrgacy'
I can hardly conceive of the degra~
dation and the misery, which I have
not witnessed, as the consequences
and the wages of these sins. And I
have seen -many, very ma.ny, who,

iniquity, that foulest and most cor-

rupting of sins, that sin" which ex-
tends the deepest and deadliest of
moral poisons into the soul, and of
all sins seems most completely to
deprave and deaden every faculty of

the moral nature; I mean the sin of

But

licentiousness—of profligacy.

is even the profligate to be given

up? I have seen the human soul,
and have been called to. minister to
it, in some, at least, of the most

pmnful'"’"{farleﬁle's of debasemeérnt into

which it is brought by violations of
conscience and of God’s will. And
I have seen that, even where the
“moral nature seemed to be dead,

utte‘rly -dead, it-is very-possible,- bv .
feeling long and patiently about the )

heart, that-some pulsation may be
found there to.indicate, or even to
prove, that the principle of moral
life, and the capacity of moral feel-
ing are not, in truth, wholly extinct.

While God, then, shall continue life,

shall we not contmue our efforts and

our prayers as the mmlsters of his

mercy ! Besides, even if, in regard
to many, we must, to carry out the
rule-that-human- nature-is-never to
be given up, hope against hope, and
labour, without- making even the
smallest apparent progress, still, if
we shall persevere, some occasion
may be given in the providence of
God, in which a way will be opened
for ug that we thought not of; and

in which a success, to call forth our

cternal gratitude and praise, will fol-
low our- cares, our prayers, and.our
exertions, Would indeed, thatI had
a warning voice, by which I could
carry home to every soul, especially
of the young, a conviction of the
extent and fearfulness of the desola-
tions to which the human soul may

‘him up as hopeless
‘that there may be at least an appa-
rently’ real restoration, even in a

having resisted all reasonings and all
perquasmns have gone into eter-
nity moral suicides, to stand before
their Judge in the fulness of their
unrepented sins., But I would still
repeat, let human nature, let a fel-
low-sinner never be given up. Let

‘a minister of Christ never be weary,
and never be discouraged with a

transgressor,. even though. all the
world beside should forsake and give
I have seen

case apparently as desperate as any
one to which the moral nature may
be brought; and I have-seen those
recovered-to- temperance, and. faith-
fully maintaining it,- who were once
broken down, were the scourge and
misery of their families, and were
threatened with premature death by
their habitual and lawless excesses.
To. God, then, let us look in every
step of our way, seeking his guid-
ance and aid ; remembering our own
dependence on mercy, and exermsmg
the mercy which, could we imagine
ourselyes to be in the condition of

.our. fallen . brother, we. could .wish
‘should then be 'extended to otirsélves.

This is plainly the rule of the gos-
pel, and it should never be forgotten
by a minister of the poor.

I might state other principles,
which have, I think, a peculiar bear-

_ing upon this ministry ; but I forbear.

I must, however, observe, that 1 do
not forget that here, at leéast, as much
as in any other department. of. the
administration of our religion, we
need the light and power which God
only can communicate; the influences
of his spirit; and that here, too, if
any one is an instrument of good to
a fellow-being, to God we are to
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ascribe the success, and t6 hith we
are to render the glory. I know
noft, mdeed the sphere of human

UNITAR AN

action, in whlch human need of di--

vine aid is more impressively taught,
than in the services of this ministry.
Stlangely constituted must be that

miind,which;-amidst-the—speetacles.
that are here daily witnessed, at once
of human weakness, and exposure,
and want, and suffering, and of the

power of human propensities and

habits, and amidst the embarrass-
ments. and trials which are here
daily to be met, shall not often and
strongly feel its personal insuffici-
ency for the objects, for the attain-

ment of which the gospel yet calls

for human interest and sympathy
and co-operation. - But, -blessed Le
God, this very gospel assures us that
he will not withhold his holy spirit
from those who ask him forit. This

is the first and the last, the begin-

ning -and the end, of the encourage-

_ments to- this ministry’; nor can I~

conceive that any one who should
attempt this service, independéntly
of this divine aid, would long obtain
the remunerations of his work, which
would induce him to continue in it,
But while I plead for a special
ministry for the poor, I am fully
aware that our religion knows of no
substitute, and that its believers
should not think of proposing any
for that extended and personal con-
nexion between the ‘wise and the
ignorant, the rich and the poor, the
virtuous and the viclous, at which
our Lord aims in the sentiment ad-
dressed to them without discrimi-
nation, 4l ye are brethren. No one,
indeed, I think, who has watched

the operations of this ministry, can.

doubt whether it haye done much in
our city to quicken and extend a
sense of the relations into which
Christianity would bring the classes
of society with each other. And Jlet
me here observe, that something will
also, I hope, be done in this cause by
the publication of Degerando’s * Vi-
sitor of the Poor,” 1 commend this
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work to the readers of - my Reports,
in the belief that it is suited to do
much to make the service to which
it calls its readers proﬁtable at once
to those who may engage in it, and
to those to whom this service may
be extended. |
The_past_winter, it will- be lemem-

]

bered, was one of unusual severity:
it was a%«;'a/e\ason of unusual sick-
ness. although there was a
proportionably unusual demand for
fuel, and although its price was one-
third higher than in several preced-
ing winters, there yet was mnot, I
think, any unusual suffering among
the poor from a want-of the means.
of warmth and comfort. The cold
weather of the winter began very
early, and public sympathy with the

“suffering was strongly excited’ amotig

us.  The rich iwere liberal in their

contributions for the necessitous, and

the distributors of their bounty were
faithful in the appropriation of it.
Much moral evil; T-believe; was thus .
prevented, and much moral, as well-
as physical good,” was. promoted
There are, w1thout doubt cases of
an unwise and injurious distribution
of alms among us. But I believe
there is as little ground for com-
plaint, or for apprehensmn on this
subject, in our city, as in any city of
equal numbers in our country, or in
the world. |

Of my own services, during the
last six- months, I can-only say, that
I have endeavoured to do what I
could. At the close of the last De-
cember I was taken from my work
by a dangerous illness, which con-
fined me to my house for five weeks;
and I have recently been absent
Arom_the city for eight days., My
visits, therefore, for the last half
year have been but thirteen hundred
and twenty-one, and these have been
divided between four hundred and
fifteen families. 1 have been obliged
also, from inability to proach wholly
to relinquish the services of the
chapel. A recurrence to this last
circumstance, and to the fact, that
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 pwice" durmg the. last year I. havef
been admonished, by sudden and se-

vere illness, of the tenure by which
I hold my life in this world, con-
strains me to urge again my strong
desire, that some one should take my
place in this ministry, to whom 1
may act as an assistant from house to
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“very impressive remarks on the ‘ob-

Jject of the meeting and the duty of
Unitarians to make exertions for the
spread of a pure and scr1ptural
faith. |
~ Hon. Robert Rantoul, of Beverly,
was then called to the chair, and
John Walsh, Esq., of Danvels,w

house, and on whom may devolve the
whole duties of the chapel.
only would my life be rendered far
happier could I pass the remnant of
it in this relation with one who could

bear the full heat and burden of the.

day, but with far greater happiness
should I then look to its close. ¢ But

all is in-His hands whese praise we

seek.’  Six, besides myself are now

employed wholly as ministers of .the
poor in this city.; and not: less active
than either of ‘s in this field of duty
is Mr. Taylor, the seamens’ preacher
and friend. We have good reason,

therefore, to believe: that _this minis--

try will be one of our permanent in-

stitutions.-It-has conduced -to-very -

great good; and if fit instruments
shall be obtained. for it, and it shall
be Wlsely conducted, it will never
want either public approbation or
patronage. May the Lord of the
harvest raise up for us and send
forth new and more efficient labour-
ers into this department of his har-
vest ! Respectfully,
JosEra TUCKERMAN,
Boston, Ma.y 5, 1832,

MEETING OF UNITARIANS AT
DANVERS, U, 8.

A meeting of the friends of Liberal
Christianity in the county of Essex,
was held at the church of Rev. Mr.
Sewall, in Danvers, on Monday 28th
May, at™7 v, and "attended by a
great number of persons from differ-
ent towns in the vicinity, -

The Rev. Mr. Thayer, of Bever-
ly, commenced the meeting with re-
ligious services: and after a hymn
had been sung by the choir, the Rev.
Mz, Sewall, of Danvers, o ﬁ'ered some

Not

chosen secretary.
The followma resolutions were

passed unammously

‘Resolved,—That the recent mdma-
tions of an increased interest in the
promotion of Unitarian Christianity
in the county of Ebsex, deserve our
sympathy, and require our efforts, in
aid of- the infant societies, which have
been or are about being formed. .

Resolved --That Unitarian Chris-
tlamty demands of those who profess

"it, a ready and untiring devotion to

the diffusion of its principles and the
promotion of its interests.

Voted,—That the Chairman, Hon
Mr. Phillips and Rev. Mr. Thomp-. .
son, of-Salem;-Revs-Mr+ bewalband
Dr. Nichols, of Danvers,_be a com-
mittee to correspond with the several
Unitarian Sacieties in.the county, to
secure their co-operation in the ob-
jects of this meeting, and to provide
for holding another at some conve-
nient time and place, as they shall
propose,

The proceedings throughout were
such as to excite the highest and
best Christian sympathy and zeal in
the.- cause -of evangelical -truth-and -
practical piety.

‘The doxology, beginning with the
words

‘ From all that dwell below the skies,”

was sung in conclusion, and the
meeting was dissolved,

DFR. NICHOLS’S REMARKS,

The meeting being organized by
the appointment of a chairman and
secretary—

Dr. Nichols, of Danvers, addressed
the meeting on the objects for which
they had assembled, and stated, in a
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plain,
~ the peculiarities of Umtarlan Chrls-
tianity. .

‘We believe, sald he, Umtarlan
Christianity far better calculated to
promote the happiness of the com-
munity than any other system of re-
—ligion~—that-it.is. indeed_Christianity

‘sensible, practlcal ‘manner, -
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his speeial grace arid favour and -

‘who, finding it impossible to feel as
they are told all must feel, who have
hope of being saved, are left by their
religious teachers to a fearful looking
for of judgment, wretchedness, and
despair. To such Unitarianism be-
comes the power of God, and the

as taught by Jesus Christ and his
apostles. =

The essence of this religion is
charity—benevolent action, It re-
quires us to love God supremely, and
our neighbour as ourselves.

What then does God, what do
our country and the times, require of
us? These are, in many respeets,
unlike anything which the world has
before seen. Here every body of
- men, every sect in religion, every
party in politics, is left free to propa-
gate its own views, and to strengthen
itself by the acquisition of talents
and numbers.

The recent smultaneous and un-
precedented " exertions of those-who
style themselves Orthodex Chris-
tians, have opened to us new oppor-
tunities for doing good. The plain,
practical preaching of the Calvinistic
clergymen of the old school—their
prudent policy, which in a good de-
gree kept out of view the contradic-
tions in which their system abounds
—and their reliance on appeals to-the
reason and understanding to make
men good, have been abandoned, and

very different ‘doctrines have- been-

advocated and measures pursued.

‘With this change many, very many,
independent, pious, virtuous minds
are dissatisfied and disgusted, By
such Unitarianism will be embraced
wherever it is understood. In it they
will. find all .the practical religion,.
which their old instructors taught—
in it they will find a religion, in har-
mony with the works of God in the
visible creation.

There are others, dmven almost to
distraction by the terrific represen-
tations of the wrath of God, against
all who do not become the subjects of

wisdom of God unto salvation. Tt
makes them acquainted with the pa-
rental character of the Deity, and

declares, in the simple language of

Scrlpture, that all that is requlred to
secure the favour of heaven, isto do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with God. And that if they have
failed thus to do and walk,—they
have only to repent, cease to do evil,

learn to do well, and return unto God

‘who will abundantly pardon and bless |

them

There are also the bold daring
irreligious, whom the most terrific
harangues of the orthodox cannot
move, who deem all religion a cheat,

fit-to-terrify —women—and- chlldren,.

but unworthy the regard of the inde-
pendent mind. To these the advo-
cates of Unitarianism come, not with
harsh denunoiations, but with the
soothing voice of persuasion and
truth ;—declaring the ways of reli-
gion pleasantness, and all her paths
peace ;—showing the adaptation of
the laws of God to the condition of
mam, and appealing to their con-
sciences for a confirmation of the
doctrine-everywhere taught-in Serip-
ture—* there is po peace to the
wicked,—that the way of the trans-
gressor is hard.

This view of the times in which
we live, and the different classes of
society, shows us that thére is ample

_room _for the exercise of benevolent

and Christian feelings, without inter-
fering at all with the success or rights .
of others. Even if we but glean the -
field, over which they have trampled,
and save the scattered corn;—our
reward, though humble, will be last-
ing. In our Saviour’s view, the
widow’s mite was not disregarded.,
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Whoever has atteritlvely observed
the writhings of the diseased mind,

—either labouring under distressing
doubts, or overwhelmed: with terror,

must know that the most acute phy~
sical sufferings are trifling compared
with these. How many are the minds
thus affected, under the influence of
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.~ We should not -be deterred from
performing our. duty because in so
doing we may expose ourselves to
misrepresentation and revilings,
While we govern ourselves by the
golden rule of the gospel, we cannot
be justly censured ;~—and if others
cengure us unjustly,_'sl@ sin is theirs, .

the terrors of religion! We condemn,
not the authors of such wretched-~
ness. God has not appointed ustheir
judge. They doubtless console them-
selves w1th the belief that the same
threat, the same denunciation that
drove one to despair, snatched others
from everlasting burnings. . Who
that has ever felt that filial trubt and
confidence in God, which liberal
Christianity mculcates, can hesitate

to believe that it is better calculated

to prevent or heal these maladies of
the mind, thanany other apphcatlon
that can be found 7 -

Contemplate, for a moment the
operations of the numerous sects into

- whieh-Christians--are- dividedi—The -

main ohject, we rejoice to believe, by
which all are actuated, is ta promote
the best good of ma.nklnd Leading
partlzans may have other motives, but
the motives of the several parties, as
a whole, we doubt not are since
though oftentlmes mlsgulded

permlttlng this state of thmg dlf-;
ferent parties excite to emylation,
and provoke each other to good works:
All--parties-teach--neavly-- .
code of Christian morals, and wher~
ever these are received as the rule of
life, the kingdom of God comes with
power., We should, therefore, pro-
ceed with caution. Care should be
had that while we labour to correct

the errors of other sects, and repair

the i injuries which we apprehend they
may have done ; that we do.not-also
counteract the. good influences which
spring from their exertions. We are
happy to believe that our orthodox
friends do much good, that they are
casting out many devils ;—and we
would obey the commands of ouy
Saviour and forbid them nat.

this ordmance ?

The poisoned shafts of
ebound_ from the ‘object at

rankle in the It
them.

the gosPel should be dlsencuﬁ .
of all additions which it has 1ece1ved

from the hands of men, and freed

from all sectarian incumbrances.
The great mistake of Christians of
all ages has been their endeayour to

“confrol by force the opinions of

others. Reasoning, argument, per-
suasion, are the only weapons which
the gospel presents to be used in
religious warfare. Whatever is more
than-these comes of-evil-and-tends-ta
propagate evil,

We profess to be members of the

- Church of Christ—and we cordially

invite all others who honestly make
the -same profession, to come with us
to the table of the Lord: What man
or body of men has a right to judge
another as to his qualifications for
To his Master,
which is God, is he alone answerable,
+and He alone seeth the heart and

- Jud'%eth Justly.--

he dlﬁ'erent orders in 1e11«rxon,
and - offices of its servants, have
tended in no small degree, in times
past, to its corruption. By too much
regard to form, the substance has
been neglected. If others in this
have fallen into_exrror—let us be

watchful against the same error.
Where lies our path of duty? How

shall -we -perform .-it, without inter-

fering with the rights and privileges
of others? Shall we send our
preachers and our tracts, into houses
and villages where they are mot
wanted, and where they will not be
heard or read with candour { By no



means. But go with your preachels
and your tracts into every city and
parish in the land, proclaiming peace
unto it. Wherever you are received
kindly and affectionately, abide.
Where you are not so received, go
your way, silently praying that they

himself benefited thereby ?
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of the General Assaclahon in Boston,
W1thout feeling an.-increased:-confi-

dence..in the cause ; without being

- without feeling
And
why may not a portion of the same
spirit be infused into the community,
by occasmnal meetings like the

aroused to action ;

—.may. duly,,Jmprmm and__lhive WOI‘thIlV
of the privileges which they aheady
enjoy.

In the call that comes to us from
every part of our country, from many

parts of Eurape, and India, for in-.

struction in liberal Christianity, we
hear a repetition of the declaration
of the Saviour —* The harvest is
“truly great, but the labourers are
few > May labourers in abundance
be found for the harvest, and may

all those who haye little or much of

thjgood things of this world to
spare, cast it into the treasury of the
Lord ; to be applied to the promotion
and diffusion of that knowledge which
purifies, elevates, and ﬁts men for the
- enjoyment’ of heaven. |

MR, SALTONSTALL’S REMARKS, -

Hon. Mr. Saltonstall, of Salem, re-
marked, that he had been requested
to present to the consideration of
the meeting a resolution expressing
the interest we should feel in the
successful diffusion of Unitarian sen-
timents in this community.- But
previously to offering it, he could not
forbear expressing the unfeigned
- satisfaction he felt in-witnessing-this
large assembly ; come togethe1 with
one accord, withont previous concert;
and now dehberatmg on the suc-
cessful progress of Unitarianism, in
this our ancient and well beloved
county of Essex. ®Such meetings
were well. He had often thought it
would be well to have them. He
had often thought it a great defect,
that public meetings on the subject
were not more frequent. By thus as-
sociating we receive a mew impulse
—we feel encouraged to action ; we
interchange opinions, and urge each
other on in doing good. Who ever
attended.one of the Annual Meetings

Unitarians in this county.
“are more orless in every town .in

- omitted--to—do -it,-

present, in each and every district of

the Commonwealth ? |
There is, said he, a great body of

There

the county. In Salem, in this place,
and in several ad30mmg towns, they -
constitute the majority of the male
population.  In the north part of the
county also there are Unitarians;
and many highly respectable. They
are . beginning to- feel it to be their
duty to avow themselves such’; they
are taking courage to declare their
opiniens. It is right that they do
this. Perhaps, I should say, it were
wrong in them so. long to  have
Advelt -for—-a-
moment, Sir, to the histery of the
county, some forty or fifty years
since. 'Who then were its religious
teachers? Were they not liberal
Christians ? There was Tucker at
Newbury, Webster at Haverhlll
and Balch at Bradford, and many
others ;—who then taught in' sub-
stance, if not in name, the same doc-
trines now held by Unitarians. At
that time there was but one exclusive

- society-on-the-Merrimack.—— But-how.-

is the scene now changed? Who
now are the leaders on the Merri-
mack, and other towns adjacent?
Even there we are not left without
hope. Already are there indications
of brighter times. In Ipswich, the
venerable centre of our county, there
has been 1ately formed a society with
highly encouraging . prospects. In
Haverhill and in Amesbury,. are
societies . well established: and in
Newburyport, the strong hold of
Orthodoxy, is a most flourishing and
efficient society of Unitarians. Let
people but feel the importance of the
cause ; let them but feel the obli-
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_ gation that rests upon’ them to act
according to the . dictates of their
conscience, and topursue the conclu-
sions- of 'their. own judgment, and
Unitarian societies will “grow up,
wherever intelligence and reason are
to be found. It is impossible it
should be otherwise; for Unita-
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too,” clergymen who have preached
‘the:gospel of Christ, who ha ve 7ved
‘the'gospel of Christ, who have spent
‘the greater and better

er part of their
years in diffusing the gospel of Christ,
have been accused of wanting re-
ligion, of being destitute of piety,
and therefore been dismissed from

-rianism-is—but-the-result-of-the-ap-—their-societies——I-could—name—indi--

plication of sound reason in the
interpretation of the Scriptures.

If then we value our sentiments—
if then we believe our sentiments to
be well founded ‘in' the Scriptures—
it is our bounden duty to make them
known. If we consider them the
true path *to salvation, does not
‘Christian charity require of ‘us, to
indicate this path to others ? -

At the present time, Sir, all de-
nominations.are awake. It isanage
of excitement. - And shall we alone
be lukewarm, while others are burn-

ing with zeal around us? .

Hereafter, whoever professes will

have to be able to give some 7eason

“for the faith that is in him. Itisa-
time of inquiry, and people will not
be satisfied without reasons.

We are in. danger, Sir, of being
misrepresented. Our silence ex-
poses us to misreprésentation.. Are
we. not already - misrepresented ?
‘What say the numerous tracts that
abound in ourland ? that are crowded
into every crack and crevice'of our
dwellings ? Do they not abound
with representations many of which
are” wost scandaloug? ~Is not the -
finger of scorn pointed atus because
we are Unitarians 7. How then must
these things be met? We must
meet exertion by exertion, and calmly
but firmly vindicating our characters, -
and endeavouring to correct the
errors. falsely. circulated . respecting
us.

I would not wound the feelings of
any one who hears me. 1 impeach
no man’s motives ; but justice re-
quires the truth to be stated ; and I
may say, that through the influence
of the means to which I have a‘llu'ded,
in this county, and in:our own times

viduals, but I forbear. Shall we not
then, when it has come to this, main-
tain our rights, and defend our cha-
racters? How, then, is this to be
done? - If Unitarians are - silent,
they are charged with concealing their
sentiments, if they act, they are
charged with being influenced by a
sectarian spirit, 'What, then, must
we:do? Let us go forward man-
fully, with no ill will to others, and
explain and defend our.cause. . If
others are sincere, we are equally so.

The field is broad, there is room for

all. ~If the cause be of God, it surely
will prosper, -

~REV: MR, THOMPSON,-OF SALEM. -

Rev. Mr. Thompson, of Salem,
said, he rose more for the purpose of
expressing his hearty concurrence in
the objects of this meeting, than in
the hope of adding to its interest by
anything which he might-say. There
was a single thought suggested by
the gentleman who preceded him, on
which he thought he might venture,
for ‘a moment, to enlarge. It was
this—that the cause of Unitarianism
wasngne otherthap the cawseof Chris-
tianyty. This he believed in the sin-
cerity of his heart; and he felt most
solemnly the  conviction, that any
effort made to sustain or advance
the cause of . Unpjtarianism, was an
effort made for the diffusion and

trinumph _of _pure_. Churistianity.; and.

that, so far as we co-operate as Uni-
tarians, in the spirit of Unitarianism,
to accelerate its progress, so far we
co-operate as Christians in the spirit
of Christ to speed the establishment
of the kingdom of God in the earth.
Six, it is not the cause of a party
that we are solicitous to promote..
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It 1s not for such a cause that these

doors have been thrown open to us,

and we have come together thiseven-
ing in solemn assembly. It is no

sectarian field whose borders we are

eager to enlarge : it is no sectarian
interest which we are exciting one
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called sectarian in the “popular facdep-
tation of that word?  We do ot
require, a8 a condition of fellawstip,
a conformxty either of fdith or form
or discipline to our own, dnd we
freely actord the Christian narie and
character to our brethren of every

~—another-to-aid-—but—it—is—th e-great—branch-of- the-great:-Church, of which. .

cause of Christianity, as Jesus gave
that divine religion to the world ; the

cause of truth, the cause of r1ghteous-o

ness, the cause of love, of celestial

and godlike benevolence, that we

would here arouse, unite, and pledge
our energies to subserve. It issym-
pathy in this cause, cordial and sine

cere, glowing and lasting, that we

would awaken and extend.

Let it not be thought for a mo-
ment, Sir, that we are acting here
as sectarians. It is a higher and a
holier purpose which has called us
together.
wanting in the essential features and
characteristics of sectarianism—sepa-

ration, for we do not withdraw froim

any communion, unless denied our
Christian rights; creeds, for we
have no creed but the Bible, God’s
own word, as it commends. itself to
every man’s conscience. We have
no set of doctrines long and com-
plicated to which we require assent,
before we can receive to our fellow-
ship a fellow-believer. 'We belong
to the holy church universal, and
therefore are ready to give the right

“hand of Christian affection” to"the

devout Calvinist, to the humble Me~
thodist, to the sincere Universalist,
and to the pious Catholic. We are
glad to witness in their lives the
fruits of pure religion; and when-
ever and wherever we see these
fruits,- we -feel under a.religions
obligation to admit that the tree
which bears them was planted of
the Lord. We desire,-——as I trust
every Unitarian in this assembly will
bear me witness,—we desire to throw
around all Christendom the golden
chain of Christian love ; and we ask
no man to bend Ais reason to our
faith, How then, Sir, can we be

Besides, we are entirely

Jesus is the only head. But, Sir, if
to be zealous for Christian love in
its length and breadth and whole ex-
tent—if to: be inflexibly opposed to
everything like exclusiveness g
uncharltableness——lf to be resgldtely
bent on the overthrow of an assumed
infallibility, on the part of somé of
our fellow-Christians—if thisbe see-
tarianistn, then, Sir, I confess that

we are Sectarlans, bone, muscle, and

~§inew, to the very blood and _spirit;

and I pray God that we may contl-
nue to be so for ever.

Sir, (said he,) if I do not greatly
mlstake, it is the breaking down of
all barriers to love between Chris-
tians and the productionof adeepand
unfeigned fraternal regard, which it
is our aim, the end of our &fforts; to
effect. And it is this which I call
the great cause of Christianity ; for it
was the new, the peculiar commands
ment of the Saviour to his dxsclpleq,
¢ That ye love one another;’ and it
iy a free, prompt, ‘general, universal
obedience to this command which, as
Unitarian Christians, we are now
labourmg, and would always labour
to seenye, ~ Sir, itiscertainthat this -
great end” for which Jesus lived and
died, will never be attained, so long
as Christians of one form of specus+
lative faith shall feel at liberty to
disown and denounce those of a dif+
ferent form. This will never be
effected,- so long as.one. class.of bes
lievers shall assume the right of
determining the essential doctrines
of Christianity. This will never be
effected so long as the right of free
examination and private judgment is
in any way, and to any degree, in-
fringed—so long as any believer, or
body of- believers, shall presume to
establish any condition of fellowship,
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other than tha.t broad and hberal con~

dition authorized. by Chrlstxamty, ‘
 belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, and the natural and necessary.
consequences of such belief. Who,

Sir, let me ask, has a right to make
any other’ condltwn, and who gave
_him_this right? (
sons of men did the Saviour confer
the power of deciding on the right
and the wrong in another’s faith ?
Where is the evidence of this glft of
power ? -Where are the credentials ?
These are what we want—these are
what we demand. We do not find
them in the word of God ; and the
simple reason is, we believe, because
they are not there. Hlm, therefore,

who presumes to exercise that power,
we cannot but regard as an usurper,

who does himself a wrong and his.

fellow-men a wr ong, and Christianity.

a wrong. Sir, it,is no small evil;
nay, it is an evil of tremendous mag-
nitude~~that there are men amongst

us,~ good-men~-otherwise; Christian" -

men, who dare to take to themsélves
this power, and fear not to judge:
their fellow - believers concerning
thmgs whereof no man knoweth,
‘ save the spirit of man which is in
him,’ and of which no- other being
knoweth, save him who searcheth
the heart. These men must surren~
der this power, unjustly held, before
all Christians will love one another
as disciples of one master, heirs of
“one- hope;children—of ~one-father:
Samaritan must meet Jew, and Jewy
Gentile. The walls of partition must
be beaten down; ¢.not one stong be
left upon another;’ and a spmt of
kindness, of charity, of union, and
of peace must animate and. pervade
all bosoms..
we are endeavourmg to accomplish ?
Is it not this for which we have here
offered our united and: fervent sup-
plication to heaven? And is not
this the great cause of Chrlstlamty?
And is it not of sufficient import-
ance to quicken us to the highest
effort—to awaken in us the deepest

CHRONICLE;

.Sir,.1s.it_not.this.which..
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and holiest and most ardent emo-
tions ?

‘Who, Sir, love us as brethren"
Who treat us as fellow-disciples of
Jesus 7 They who daily and hourly,

in their public convocations, in their

private gatherings, and even in their

On what oneof the prayers_to God ‘¢ say.all_manner.of-

evil against us,’ calling us ¢ deniers
of the Lord that bought us!’” They
who warn others to avoid us, to flee
from us, as they would avoid a leper,
and flee from a pestilence! They:
all us the enemies of truth, the

enemies of religion, the enemies of
Christ and of God' And is this the
love by which we and all men are to
know that they are the true d1sc1-
ples 1

‘We are stigmatized as hexetlcs';
Sir, I know of no heresy under the
sun so monstrously unwarrantable
and absurd, as that of the assump-
tion of mfalhblhty by poor, weak,
errmg, sinning man.
~Amd-whoever meetsone of us, and i
simply because we do not agree with
him in our religious opinions, passes,
in his mind, sentence of condemna=-
tion on our Christian character-—
whoever does this, virtually assumes
the attribute of infallibility, and if it
were ever proper and just to punish
any man as a heretic, it would be
that man. But, Sir, the cause which
we would promote would not sanc-
tion, nay, it would frown indignantly
on-any-attempt-to ‘punish’ or ‘injure
him. It holds the pnnclple of ¢ bless-
ing him that curses us and praying
for him that persecutes us’ I re=
peat, Sir—and in doing it will relieve
your patience—that it is not the
cause of a sect that we are anxious
to..advance; but.it is the cause of.
Christianity, uncorrupted, the light
of the world, tolerant, liberal, divine
Christianity. - And we wish this to
prevail and gain for itself triumphs
and trophies, until it shall embrace
all men in its arms, and present
them, united in cternal fellowship,
as an acceptable offering unto God.
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HON. 8. C. PHILLIPS.

Mr, Chairman :(—That such a meet- -

ing as this should have been held—

that it should have been announced

through the medium of the public
press—and that so many should have
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| 'waq, Slr, and that but very. recently,

when even by those who reluctantly
conceded that our opinions miglit be
made to appear plausible as matters
of speculation, their practical ten-.
dency was, to say the least, senously
questmned ‘and when our fellow-

—been_found.ready-to--come—forward-—Ch rlstlans-dxd—net-reﬁ-al n-from-warn-—

upon such a notice to signify their
approbation of the object of the meet-
ing, are circumstances which afford
an encouraging proof of the progress
and present influence of Unitarian
Christianity.

The time was, Mr. Chairman, with-

in your recollection, and within the

recollection even of those who have
recently attained the age of manhood,
when publicly to profess Unitarian

Christianity was but to incur the'un-

mltlgated charge of heresv, infidelity,
and impiety ! The time was when
the pulpit and the press uttered no-
thing but denunciation of the motives
and purposes of the few,—the very

few,—who, at the risk of maftyrdom

at the bar of public opinion, could

venture to ¢ confess Christ before”

men’ in the simple characterin which
they believed him to have been born
into the world, and to be revealed in
Scripture. The time was, and that
but recently, when many believed it
to be their solemn duty to sound the
alarm of danger, and to raise the cry
of watchfulness, wherever the fury

of intolerance had been so far remit- -
~ted as - to permit Unitarians to speak

for themselves! The time was, and
that but recently, when Sunday, and
the church, and the Bible were
thought to be profaned by the use of
Unitarians; when, under the im-
pression that Unitarians in profession

were Deists in’ disguise, the old re-.

gdlded with distr ust, and the young
were taught to view with suspicion,
our professions of reverence for the
divine revelations of the Old and
New Testaments, and our unqualified
disclaimer of any doctrine or prin-
ciple which might not be shown to
be contained therein. The time

ing us, in the anxiety of their hearts,
that our faith could yield no support
in the vicissitudes of life, and that it
must wholly fail us at death !

Far be it from us, Sir, to complain
of the means by which it has pleased
God to cause all things to work to-
gether for good. The “scrutiny to
which our faith has been subjected
has tested its purity, and tried its
strength, Everywhere spoken agamst
it has been, . through the zeal of its..

‘opponents, everywhere plocleumed
‘and nowhere has it failed, in a greater
or less degree, to conquer prejudlce,

to silence calumny, to excite inquiry,
and to produce conviction. Nowhere

hias it failed to gain friends and ad-

vocates, who have lived and died in
reliance upon its principles. No-
where has it failed to exert a benign
influence upon human interests and
relations. Abroad, in countries where
the government was not sufliciently
despotic to suppress it, but where it
could be held only under the penalty
of civil disabilities, it has exhibited
bright - examples ‘of conscientious
rectitude, humble piety, and enduring
fortitude s and Hers, i "this Tand of

free minds and honest hearts, it has

advanced with the slow but sure
margch of truth, wherever error had
preceded it. - With no panoply but the
Bible, with no other weapon than
reason, contending only in self-de-

fence, yielding -every- right-which-it

claimed, and honouring motives while
it protested against dogmas, it has so
far triumphed ‘over or conciliated its
opponents, as to enjoy, at the present
day, its full share of confidence and
respect. Yes, Sir, our claim to an
equality of Christian rights is-at:last
virtually conceded ; and he ‘must -be



UNITARIAN CHRONIC’Lt- -

weak or chked a blgot or a. calum—
niator, who Would now venture ‘be-
fore God and man; to deny ‘us the
Christian name.
fellow=Christians, if they would do
us justice, to yield-their testimony,

that we have never been wanting;as

It is rather forour
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be any tr uth in thls charge, let it in-

cline us, first of all, to serious ex-
postulation. - Are’ these things so?
Not to compare ourselves with our
fellow-Chrlstlans, but to compare‘our
own practice with our own faith, we

Tnay admit, and we ought to confessw

a body, in the liberal support of re-
ligious institutions—that our ‘socie-
ties and ministers are numerous and
respectable—that the cause of good

morals has never been deserted nor

. betrayed by us—that we have formed
no alliance, political or personal, with
the opponents, or to the prejudice, of
religion—that we have mneither dis-
carded nor failed to rely upon the
Bible as our rule of faith and prac-
tice—and that we are and ever have
“been ready “to ~make ‘exertions and
sacrifices’ for the ‘common cause of
religious: knowledge, liberty and cha-
rity. It is more than we can as yet_
expect of our fellow-Christians, to
concede .. the._soundness...of .our.opi- -

nions ; but for a favourableinterpre-

tation of our motives and objects we
do not fear to rely upon their sense
of justice.

There are, perhaps, even yet, those
in the community who are slow to
believe that the odious accusations
heretofore preferredagainst our faith
and its professors, are wholly unsus-
tained. And if from a sense of jus-
tice, chamty, or shame, other charges
are.no. longer persisted.in,-thereis.
one which" still 'méets us in every
shape of censure and reproof, and
demands, from its importance, serious
consideration. It is the charge of
1nd1ﬁ'erence, lukewarmness, and cold-
ness in religious concerns, - It is the
charge that Unitarians, individually,
‘and as” a body, are more negligent
than their fellow-Christians of reli-

glous duties—that. they.are * more

lax” and ¢ less scrupulous” in- reli-
gious observances—and that in their
deportment they exhibitless evidence
than others, of a decxdedly rehglous
character.

Now, however much there may be
of exaggeration and injustice, if there

taken our true-

with sorrow and remorse, that there
is much truth in the charge. That
we have failed to reflect seriously
upon our destiny and duties—that
concerns of the day and hour have
engrossed our thou,c_z;htq and affections .
—that in the employment of our
time and talents we have sadly mis-
‘interests—that - in
much of our conduct our principles
and motives have not been those of
Christian mor ality—that for our-
selves, our friends and 'children, we
have not eschewed temptations, intc
which it was our duty not to suffer
ourselves or them to be led—that, in
short, we have done far less’ t’han' we

'and pubhc mﬂuence and exertlons,

forthe cause of strict virtue and per-

‘sonal religion, who amongst us shall

not acknowledge ?

But let the censure fall not upon
our faith, but upon ourselves. We
put it to our fellow-Christians, we
put it to the world—what is there in
our faith, which does not absolutely
require the strictest conformity of
our characters to the principles, the
precepts, -the- -example--of Jesus?-
‘What is there in our views of Chris-
tianity that robs a single duty of its
obligation, or a single virtue of its
attractiveness? What is there in
Unitarianism to encourage or permit
the slightest misdemeanour, or the
most yenial folble? What is there
that falls short of requumg the en-
tire devotion of heart and life to the
service. of man and the known will
of God? What is there in Unita-
rianism that does not frown upon
thoughtlessness, heartlessness and
inaction? 'They charge us justly
who allege that we place no reliance
npon ¢ 1mputed righteousness’ (tech-
nically so called), and that we attach

Q
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merlt to good works. We believe,
‘as we believe we live, that life is de-
signed for virtue ; that religion is de-
signed to promote virtue ; and that
. virtue on earth- is the pr e-requmte to
ha.ppmess in heaven. We believe
that it is not so much by calling
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cond1t10n, any other than- wha!; Wo
esteem liberal and rational views of
Christianity- have been most distin=
guished for producing a saluta,ry and
permanent influence. It is net in
this state, dlstmgmshed for the preva-
lence. of Unitarianism—it is not in

Jesus Lord, or magmtymg his hame
or nature, as by keeping his com-
mandments, and doing the will of
God his Father, we are to vindicate
our claim to be called his disciples.
We believe that the misery as well
as happiness of our future condition
will be spiritual and not physical, and
that the remorse and internal anguish
which we here feel for wrong con-
duct at the moment we are conscious
of it, is the fittest emblem of what
they must suffer to whom the con-
sciousness of all their bad acts and
perhaps worse motives shall sud-
denly be imparted in the hour of re-
trlbutlon Holding such views of
religion, of life, .and .af duty,.
shall it be said that we, above all
others, can find any excuse, still less
any inducement, in our faith for
aught that savoursof indifference,
lukewarmness, and coldness in our
moral and spiritual concerns ? Let
them who venture to say so, point to
a principle or precept inculcated by
Unitarians, which justifies the charge.
‘We do not know, and, until we are
otherwise advised, must deny that
there is any. buch and .when it.is
pointed out, we W111 show that it has
been misrepresented, or we will re-
nounce it,

The present meeting, Mr. Chair-
man, will not allow us to admit, un-
qualifiedly, the charge of religious
indifference. There is a spirit here
which encourages the hope that in
many hearts Unitarianism has proved
itself to be Christianity in all its in-
fluences and effects. It is not in #hss
church that we are to believe that it
is wanting in power to convince the
reason, to rouse conscience, and to
warm the affections, It is not in ks
county, as has been well shown, that,
either in its past history or present

how. ..

Massachusett‘s*'"suroly;"tha.t;*so-~f'aw-a'sr-w
we are concerned, the principles and
interests, the instructions and ordi-
nances, the schools and churches of
religion, have been suffered to lan-
‘guish and decline. Rather has it
been here, and amongst ourselves,
that learning and talent and private
munificence, and the public bounty,
have been flequently appropriated
to religious uses. Rather has it
been here, and amongst ourselves
that religion has been' held-to be«the~~
bulwark of all our 1ns‘t1tut10ns, and ‘
that the support of religion, in per=
fect consistency with liberty of - con-
science, has been felt to be. the duty
of every. citizen. and of the whole
people. We may, then, as we should
upon every such occasion, confess
our deﬁclenmes, and exhort each
‘other to reformation and improve=-
ment ; but it would be unjust for us
to adrmt that. the charge of our op-'
ponents is to be received without
limitation-—that it is more true of uy
than it is of themselves, and of all
not divested of the 1mperfectlons of
humanity—or, least of all, that it has
anypretensions. to.truth, as. dlrected .
against the pure and holy faith in
which we trust.

The present occasion, suggesting
so many causes of gratitude to God,
and of mutual congratulation, de-
serves especially to be improved. as
‘the commencement of a new serles
of efforts to excite and extend aTe~=
ligious sympathy, and to aid the
cause of practical. piety amongst. our-
selves. We ought not to be insep-
sible to the new and peculiar circum-
stances in which we are placed. By
the blessing of Giod we are no longer
a few scanty, scattered groups, in-
capable of co-operation, and hardly
daring so much as to make ourselves
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kiiown to each other. Our churches
and congregatlons are 1NOW so nunie-
rous that in ‘this quarter nothing
would seem more easy than for us to
hold frequent and profitable inter-
course ;- and there’ seems, also, to be
1no mode of bringing us together,

-

teal religion ; that 1t requ:res all the
duty which man can perform; and

E'HEONIQLE.

~ that it is nothmg short of its original

design, to render the whole of life
one" act of blended piety and benefi-
cence. What excuse shall a Unita-
rian invent for neglecting or delaying

combinifig more attr actions and ad~

vantages; than that which has been

‘adopted by our friends at whose in-
stance we are now assembled. There
are surely none amongst us, laity or
clergy, who do not need the counte-
nance, the excitement, the encou-
ragement, which such meetings are
suited to 1mpart They will call for
no sacrifice of time which we should
not. readily have appropriated to com-
paratlvely unlmportant secular inte-
rests.”
circumstances; to call us to deliberate
more serlously and frequently upon
our Christian privileges and obliga~
tions—to direct our attention and
our.efforts. to-practicable. measures
for the common benefit—to make us
better acquainted with our situation,
our wants and our duties as a ‘body
of fellow-believers—and to enable
us, by combined as well as separate
exertions, to do more, constantly
more, fox‘ the cause of truth and vir-
tue, of Christ and God. By holding
such meetmgs, let it be understood
and realized, that we deem religion
a matter of such moment that we

choose--to--bestow. -upon..it-.an. .in-.

creased attention, and’ that we aré
anxious to strengthen in the mind
of every individual, the conviction
that he can and ought to do more,
much more, for his own xehglous lm-
provement, and for the diffusion of a

religious spirit, wherever his example

may be witnessed, and his mﬂuence
extends,

This, then, is what we want—to
do more for ourselves, and amongst
ourselves. We ought not to shun
controversy when it is forced upon
us—out opinions should be tested by
constant investigation and discussion
—but let us remember, above all
things, that Unitarianism i 18 & prac-

“Their designis; by the aid of

to be a religious man?  The simple
faith which he professes has com-
mended itself to his understanding.

He perceives in it no perplexity, no
mystery, no gloom, no absurdity.

In every principle and precept he
traces the impression of truth and
virtue. In its requisitions he com-
plains of  no austerity, and although
he perceives that they are as com-
prehensive as his faculties, and as
lasting as his existence, he perceives
also"that they have no other purpose:
than his own improvement ; and what
can arational being desire so ar dently
and so excluswely as his own im-
provement ?. 'What doubt can he
entertain that the whole design, and

-the whole effect of this religion, is to

impart a moral dignity to his charac-
ter, to instil the noblest sentiments,
to inspire the best feelings, and to
make him, by its various and con-
stant influences, a blessing to himself’
and all around him ? What doubt
can he entertain that’such a religion,
if sincerely embraced, will guide hiin
safely through the changes of life,
and will conduct him to its close in
‘peace? How can he doubt that such
a religion will lend its sweetest
charm to youth, its most enduring
honour to manhood, and its only
comfort to old age? How can he
doubt that the principles and spirit
of such a religion are suited to- ac-
company him in all his pursuits, to__
regulate every transaction, to save
him. from temptation, to make pros-
perity harmless, and. adversity use-
ful? How can he doubt, then, that
it is safe and wise, nay, that it is ne-
cessary and indispensable for him to
strive earnestly, steadfastly, and habi-
tually to acquire and manifest the
spiritof this religion in allhisthoughts,
in all his feelings, in all his conduct?!
Q2
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 Shall he fear to encounter a want
of sympathy in those who seem to
prefer to be irreligious rather than
to appear religious?
their sympathy avail bim? If the
~alternative is to despise himself, or
to despise them, to violate his prin-
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not comprise, and of no duty Whlch
it does not illustrate. Our love of

_ Christ is the love of his character—
What can” of

the principles, motives, purposes,
which governed- his intercourse with’
man and God—which were breathed_
in every prayer, uttered in every

~ ciples, or to contem their sophistry; discourses—and-manifested—in—every—

will he hesitate in his decision ?
Shall he fear that the claims of re-
ligion may conflict with his worldly
interests ? Is there any worldly in-
terest of so much value that it will
compensate for the want of rehglous
- principle? Can our worldly inte-

rests, under any circumstances, rest.

upon so solid a foundation as .reli-
glous principle ? Let the idea be

again and again repeated, that, so
- far from - interfering ~with worldly

avocations, religion, as we under-

stand it, actually designs to carryus

into the world and thr ough the world
under the influence of such motives

and habits that every faculty shall be

well employed, that every hour shall

" be well spent, that every reasonable’

desire shall be gratified, and every
laudable purpose promoted. It with-
draws us from no pursuits but such
as we cannot approve, and debars no
enjoyments but those which must be
eventually disgusting.

Shall a Unitarian, moreaver, be-
lieve, or act as if he believed, that an
attention to religion may be deferred

until. a late, or the latest period of

life? Let him remember that there
is no period of life which may not be
late enough to bg the latest; and
especially let him remember that by
the principles of Unitarianism there
can be no compensation in the ago-
nies of a death~bed for the waste of
hours, and days, and” years, which
might have been devoted to duty, to
virtue, and to God.

'What, is it asked, shall a Unitarian
seek to become when he becomes re-
ligious ? The character of Christ
is the model proposed for his imita-
tion. Thisis the standard of moral
and religious perfection. We can
conceive of no virtue which it does

actlon———whtch, in our view, gave all
its glory to his life, and all its value
to his death, Looking, then, to Jesus,
the author and finisher of hlS faith,

the Unitarian will strive to ‘become
pious, humble, and resigned to the
will of God, like him—doing good
always and every where, like hum—
seeking the honmour which cometh
from God only, like him—enduring
temptation and trials, like him—
honouring.goodness undereveryname .
and in every form, ltke him—in.
short, devotional in every sentiment,
righteous in every motive, and useful
In every act, like him.

Could every individual here pre-
sent resolvc to be from this moment
admit an Unitarian
)ld he be induced
1is mind all other
A d intere‘sﬁ

to shut out from
considerations of
but such as his religion app
could he carry hence to the’bosom of
his family the blessed influences of
the temper of his Master—could he -
nobly go forthinto the world bearing
upon his front the badge of his pro-

fession, steadfasbly mamtammg his

own integrity, and emboldening
others to walk in his steps—could

he feel and make others feel that

whatever is opposed to Christian mo-

rality is as weak as it is wicked, and

that it is an act of se]f-degradatlon
to refuse to be a Christian-—couid he

feel and make-others-feel-that-there- -
is no limit to the influence of a good
motive, and to the effect of a good
example—could he feel and mike
others feel that to a truly good man
the love of usefulness supplies the
place of all meaner ambition, and
that in the circumstances of every
individual thereis ample scope for the
beneficent exertion of the most varied

-
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" faculties ;—could.. ev ery- Umtaman

here and elsewhere,, thus think and
feel, and act, we- might safely leave
our prmclples to.be judged by théir
results. In the view of an admiring
world, and of a grateful posterity,
the truth of God would be the in-
SLIlpthl’l every where displayed upon
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and then to have a minister, if they
can get the Home Missionary Society
to support him,

In an address, published by the

‘Hampden county auxiliary to the

Massachusetts Missionary Society we
find the followmg statement :—
* The number of feeble churches

“the broad banner of our taith, while
the spirit of Christ would impart its
brightest lustre to the public and pri-
vate character of every disciple.

EIGHTY FEEBLE CHURCHLS

It is generally known that many
small Calvinistic churches have been
established in different parts of
Massachusetts, within a few years

past, that -are unable to support.

- regular worship, except.by Targe as-
sistance . from - missionary . funds.
These new: churches have been mostly
formed within Unitarian _parishes,
where there was too small a popu-
- lation-to-support-two- mlmeters, and.
where the people were, for the most
part, happy with their minister.

There is good evidence, that their
establishment has been frequently
caused, not so much by the original
wants or wishes of the people, as by
excitements and disaffection pro-
duced -by the intermeddling of the
orthodox clergymen. and other zealots
of neighbouring towns. Nor have

these men been over-scrupulous as.
to-the..character..of -the.means-used. .

to  effect their. purposes. ~ Hard
speeches against Unitarian ministers
—Calvinistic tracts thrust upon the
people. against their wishes — and
finally an organized religious police
— visiting committees of orthedox
clergymen creeping into houses and

,,,,,,,,,,,,

imposing upon and alienating from

their ininisters the ignorant, the
unstable, and the weak,—these are
common instruments and methods of
operation. And what is the result ?
—eighty feeble churches. Eighty

fesble churches! that are to have a
new house. of worship, ,if they can
get some zealous clergyman to un~

dertake a tour of begging for it —

- of Christ,

and congregations in this Common—
wealth, which cannot sustain the
ministry of the word without aid,
1s more than sixty.” [A note inthe
Recorder says * eighty.”’] |
The Society urges its appeal to
the community for funds in such
language as this :—¢ Can you behold
the. desolations. which error, . and
heresy, and wickedness are bringing
over many societies, once famous for
their adherence tothe pure doctrines
and for the influence of
these in turning sinners to God,
with indifference? Can you see
many, for conscience” sake, driven
from the home where their fathers

- worshipped,. compelled (by.- us, the.

only true ministers of Christ), to
umte in feeble bands, and to appeal
to their Christian brethren for aid,
that they may be fed with the sincere
milk of the word, and permit the
desolation to increase, and the weak
to sink down under their burdens ?
Shall fathers and mothers, whose
hope js in Christ, and in the precious
doctrines of his grace, see their fa-
milies scattering away, toreceive the
influence.of those .who trample upon.
the truths, which they deem alone
able to make men Wlse unto sal—
vation !’

Thus, it will be perceived, all goes
upon the assumption that every Uni-
tarian minister is leading his people

straight down te perdition, and thag

. W

i

thereis no Christianity out of the pale”
of Calvinistic orthodoxy. A modest
conclusion surely; and in beautifal
accordance with the many Christian
requirements of humility, self-dis-
trust, and charity to others,

¢ Driven from the home, ~where
their fathers worshipped.’ Th1s is
the language used in reference to
the ¢feeble churches.’ Let us un-
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derbtand fiow the true import of this,
and see if it be in reality what is
intimated. Are men really forbidden
to worshlp and to enjoy the ordi-
nances of religion where their fathers
Worshlpped ? No. The only for-
bidding is, that a feeble minority of
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"—he assented—for some “particular

reason they then requested him to
preach on a given text—* Chzist and
him crucified,—to which he also as-
sented ; on which they applied at the
whole round of chapels for the use
of a pulpit for two hours—to be only

»-thempeople*shallwnot,was.&theymhavew._unlformlywrepulsed —They then got

claimed to doin repeated imstances,
impose a minister on the majority,

contrary to their clioice and wishes,

and oblige them mnot only to. hear,
but to pay a man for denouncing
them. as heretics and infidels. For
this simple assertion of their Chris-
tian rights, the majority are branded
as persecutors.—Christian Register..

CANADA-—-MONTREAL
Tue melancholy intelligence has
arived of the death of the Rev.
David Hughes, late of Yeovil, who
was carried off by cholera almost

diately after his arrival at this
-immediately after b 3 o left " his famlly about - five ~¢’clock

place. Mr. Hughes and his family
left England about the end of May
last, and reached Montreal after a
voyage of nine weeks. Such was
the state of the town, from the de-
vastation and alarm produced by the
ravages of the cholera, that accom-
modation could only be obtained for
the travellers by the active interpo-
sition of an Unitarian to whom Mr.
Hughes made himself known, and
whose kindness to him and his now
destitute family was most  unwearied
and invaluable. Mr, Teulon, the
friend to whom we refer, immediately
made known the arrival of an Uni-
tanan minister to. other Unitarians
in the place, who manifested the

strongest interest In the circum=
‘stance’; “and befére hé “had beem -

twenty-four hours inthe city, several
of the first merchants and their
ladies. there established waited on
him to congratulate him—to express
their pleasure at his arrival, and
offer him every agsistance in fur-
thering hig views. This was on
Thursday. On Friday a deputation
waited on him to sohcm a Sabbath
service on the following Lord’s Day,

permission to use a school-room,
where he addressed an auditory of
about eighty Unitarians—with such
acceptance that they determined, if

possible, to fix him with them,-—-and
immediately subscribed 60X, for fitting
up a store-room capable of accom-
modating one hundred or more per-
sons, and entered into negotiation
for a dwelling-house in which to
install his family. Having preached
twice on the Sunday, and once In
the week, on the 9th of August he
emba.rked in the steam-boat to ac-
company his daughter  to the house .
of a lady with whom she bad been -
previously engaged to reside. He

in the morning, and before mnine
o’clock in the evening was dead
and buried. His daughter was at-
tacked also, but medical aid was
promptly sent from Montreal, and
she recovered, and was taken back
to that place by a friend who had
set out instantly on hearing of what
had "occurred. The kindness of
the Unitarians of Montreal to the
afflicted family has been truly ex-

“plained: "~ Both "in’ that, and" in‘the

zeal which they demonstrated - for
the establishment of Unitarian wor-
ship, we trust it will appear that
there are many here who sympathise.

——

JIRELAND, -« oo o
From the Binsre CHRISTIAN.

Bigotry at its work again.—We
hardly expect to be believed when
we inform our readers, that Mr.
Cromie, of Portstewart, the land-
lord of a great many of the membgrs
of the newly-er¢cted Remonstrant
Congregation, in Ballymoney, has
refused to allow his tenantry to ob=:
tain stones from his quarry, for the
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purpoSe of buildmg a house for the
worship of God. Such, however, is
the fact. |

The Remonstrant. Coﬁgregahon
has been obliged since it was fifst
formed into a worshipping somety, to
assemble on the Lord’s Day in the

the present apphcants does not“
square precisely with Mr, Cromie’s ;
and therefore he tefuses.

Heré again i§ a member of the
Protéstant Charch established by
law, which derlves so much of its
support from tithes, the produce of

dHRonLE.

_loft-of-a-grain_store,which- has_,been,.__the._mdustryw_ofh._Roma,n_,Cathohcs,m

fitted up as a temporary meeting-
house. The members, feeling them-
selves sufficiently numerous and
united to commence the building of
a more permanent and commodious
place of worship, sent forward a de-
putation, consisting of the Rev. Mr.

Osbotne and another gentleman, TE-
queésting My. Cromie to allow them
to procure stone for the erection—
but to their no small surprise, and to

_his gredt dlegrace—-they met with an._

absolute refusal. The only reason

asmgned by Mz, Cromié was, that

“he tould not consclentlously allow
stonie to Arians.” He intimated that
as he had already made up his mind

on the subject thére Wwas 16 use -

further urging their request. With
this reply the deputation of course
were obliged to be satisfied.

Here, then,
Protestaht Church which professes
to be founded on the right of private
Judgment, 1efusmg, not his support
for that was not dsked—not his coun-
tenanee, for that was not expected—
but simply a common and customary
accomthodation topersonswho sought

thiat dccotmodation, merely that they

miglit be enabled to assemble in a
décent and $uitable bulldlng, to wor-
ship the God who i3 a spirit, and who
muist ‘be worshipped in’ %plrlt and in
truth—in the only mode of which
their consciences approve. The stone
in- the -quarry--is-of-no-use to-Mr
Cromie : the removil of it does not
leave him by one doit a pooret man :
peithission “to take it ¥or purposes
connected with the improvement of
the éstate, or the convenience of the
tenantry, has hitherto been freely
bestowed by M. Cromle, as we are

sure it would he by every othier land-

lord in ‘the island ; but the creed of

is a member of the

Presbyterians, and Dissenters of va-
rious denominations; here is he
withholding not a pecuniary contri-
bution, but an act of ordinary courtesy;
which would have cost him nothing,
when that act would have proved a
convenience and accommodation to
Christians of another communion.

" Triily the members of the Chirch of

England will feel little obhged to
M. Cromie for the plea of conscience,
which he has, in this. mstance, setup.
in his defence. If the conscience of
a member of the Church of England
will not allow him to ‘permit-a body
of Dlssenters to remove a few value- -
less stones, in order to build a meet-

ing=house, perhaps Dissenters may
begin "to ask themselves whether
“their conscience (for they have con="

" sciences too) ought to-allow them to

contribute of thelr skill, capital, and
industry, in the form of tithes, to the
support of the Church of England ;
a church from which they are Dis-
senters only bécause they believe her
doctrine, discipline and worship, t
be at variance with the word of God
Now if the Presbyterlaus of the
“Noith wers o, a5k themselves this
question, and by mistake or otherwise
happen to answer it in the negatlve,
the results might be particularly in=
convenient to the Church-of Eng-
land, espemally at the present mo-
ment The son of Peleus inquires
in-the-Iliad-whether —the -Atridee
alone are pr1v11eged to love their
wives. Perhapy Dissenters mlght
by such examples, be promipted to
inquire whether Episcopalians alone
are to he allowed to keep a con-
science |

And what i 15 the reason assigned
by this-conscientious :genfleman for
his denial of a petty civility to the
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Remonstrant Congregatmn of Bally..
money? The persons composing it

are not to be allowed to take stones

from his quarry, because they, for-

sooth, are Arians ! Whﬂe he himself,

as we presume, is a Trinitarian.
That is to say, they worship the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus

UNITARIAN CH,RONICLE.

1mperfect—-that is to- say, 1t 1s better,_
according to -him, fo do e positive
wrong, and to do it repeatedly .and.
habitually, than to omit the perform-
ance of one particular thing, which
he judges to be right. This is the
way in which his conscience compels
him to act. He feels no scruple in

Christ, whom Mr. Cromie also
adores ; but abstain from the worship
of two other persons whom Mr,
Cromie believes to be entitled to the
homage of religious adoration. This
i1s, at the worst, only an error of
om1ss1on on their part, even accord-
ing to the estimate of their conscien-
tious landlord. Were he to enter
the place where this Arian congre-
gation assemble to worshlp God, he
would hear no prayer in which he

could not join with perfect propriety;-
although there might be something

wanting which he would wish had
been added This is the head and
front of their offence ; butit appears

sogreat to the mind-of Mr. -Cromie,

that he has felt himself obliged to
withhold an act of customary pohte-
ness from those who are guilty of it ;
and to declare that further apphca-
tions are useless, as he has made up
his mind on the subject. This is his
treatment of the unfortunate Arians.
There is, however, a congregation
of Roman Catholics in the same
neighbourhood who. are, at the pre-
sent moment, engaged in erecting a

chapel for- theu' worship; -and -to -

them Mr. Cromie has acted a more
liberal part; for he has granted to
the Catholics that permission which
he has denied to the Remonstrants.
Now, as the Roman Catholics are in
the habit of presenting religious ado-

rationn to the Virgin Mary and a.

number of saints and apostles; and
as all such worship must, in Mr.
Cromie’s opinion, be ¢dolalrous, if he
be a consistent memberof the Church
of England ; it follows, that in his
judgment, it is better to commit ido-
latry than to engage in a worship
which, so far as it goes, he allows to
be pure, though he believes it to be

extending his favour to the persons
whose religion he has sworn in his
oath of office as a magistrate to be
nothing less than idolatry ; while he
refuses the common courtesies of a
landlord to the Remonstrants,whose
form of worship is such that he might
join in every part of it with perfect:
propriety and: consmtency Truly
some men’s consciences lead them
into awkward situations! Theawk-
wardness of Mr. Cromie’s situation

is mcreased by his having : some time

since granted the use of his quarry
to the Covenanters for the erection

of their meetmg-house° it being a
matter of notoriety that in the solemn
league-and-covenant; and-other-syms=--
bolic writings of that Church, Papacy
and Episcopacy are-both denounced,

and condemned to be uprooted by all
the means which can be employed
for the purpose. ‘Without subscrib-
ing this document, no person can be
a minister. among the Covenanters,
nor, we believe, received into com-
munion with'any of their congrega-
tions ; and these are the persons
whom, togethe1 ‘with the Roman
Oatholycs, ‘the- zealous and conscuen-;‘;
tious Episcopalian, Mr. Cromie, se-
lects for the obJects of his especial
favour !

Let not the tenour of these latter
observations be mistaken, We are
far from disapproving of Mr. Cro-
mie’s. . conduct__in_granting the. re-_
quired accommodation to the Roman
Catholics and Covenanters of Bally-
money. On the contrary, we highly
approve of his behaviour in so doing,
But we do most decidedly condemn
his inconsistency in refusing to others

. what he has felt no scruple in ac~

cording to them.
It may be thought that in 17]143&3@z
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stnctures we have been. more severe

than the occasion required. Perhaps'

there might be some reason for say-
ing so, were . there no more in this
businéss  than’ meets the eye. But
we feel perfectly convinced that the
object for which the slight was put
upon the Remonstrants of Bally-
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 the cost of the matemal wﬂl be: greatly

increased by his llhberahty ; but we
are sure, if the congregation think

‘it necessary to apply for assistance

to meet this additional demand, they
will receive aid from many quarters ;
were it only to show that the time is
come when the formation and pro-

money, was much more important
than to retard, for a few months, the
building of their meeting-house. It
was designed, not simply to delay the
erection of their place of worship,
but to destroy their congregation. Mr.
Cromie is the person on whose
estate a great mary of the members
of the newly-formed society reside ;

and this demonstration of his feelmo'
was intended, as we have reason to
think, to serve as a hint to those of

his ténants who might be inclined to~

join the Remonstrants, that they can-
not-de so without ' incurring his dis-
pleasure; and to those who have done

so already; that.they-can only regain
his-forfeited-fayour-by- relinquishing -

their recently-adopted connexion,

But we know the Remonstrants of

Ballymoney ; and we can take it

upon ourselves to assure Mr. Cromie
that his threats and his annoyances:

will be equally fruitless when ad-
dressed to men of their firm and de-
termmed character. Their religious
views are too deeply considered and
too seriously embraced to be aban-
doned at the bidding of a fellow-

mortal-} —He- may; 1o -doubt-—so far

as the use of his quarry is concerned,
—do with it what he pleases ; for 1(;

is his own: but they will teach him

that the consciences of his tenantry
are not under his contml Sfor they
are not his own!

After all; the: power of Mr. Cromie
to injure the congregation Lappily
does not extend as far as his incli-
nation, It is fortunate-that although
stone cannot be had for the erection
of a meeting-house in Ballymoney,
(for there is no quarry in that neigh-
bourhood but his,) yet brick can be
manufactured and purchasedin every
part of the country. Itis true that

_The chapel was quite full,

fession of religious opinion must be
left free and unshackled ; when man
must not attempt to dxctate a creed
tohis brother, and landlords, content
with their just influence over the
property of their tenantry, must de-
sist for ever, from their tyrannical
efforts to establish a domzmon over

thezr souls ! : R.
\.

SCOTLAND

"Tue Rev. W. Smith has res1gnedt .
‘the charge of the congregation at

Dundee. In the afternoon of Sun-
day, August 26th, Mr. Smith deli-
vered a farewell sermon, from the
words-**Let -us-hold-fast--the-pro=
fession of our faith without wavering.”
At the
close of the service, and after the
strangers who were present had re-
tired, Mr. Smith addressed the mem-
bers of the congregation, thanking
them for the kind and respectful
manner in which he had been uni-
formly treated by them, and express-
ing the hope that some good had
been-effected by their united sxertions
in-the-removal-of prejudice and error.
Mr. George Speid, on the part of the
congregation, came forward and
expressed in the most feeling and
impressive manner, the regret of the
Society at the loss they were about
to sustain by Mr. Smith's removal——

their unfeigned respect for histalents.

and character—and their admiraiion
of his strenuous labours in the ad-
vancement ' of Christian righteous-
ness and truth. Mr. Speid then
presented to Mr. Smith a handsome
voluyme, which had been purchased by
their united subscriptions, and on
which was inscribed these words :—

“ Presented to the Rev. William
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Smith, by the undersigried mernbets
of the Dundee Unitarian Congrega-'
tion, in testimony of their respect
for him as a man—their approval of
the manner in which, for two fears,
he has dlqcharged the duties of a
Unitarian minister among them—

cnizomcr.E.
Dawes, 9060 0800 S 2. Swan-»

sea; R. Awbrey ; 120 Fi L
' Island of Guemsey .
Guernsey. S. Weston ; 30.

Secotland. |

EDINBURGH (Young- sreet) 'B.

T. Stannus ; 100; S, 20.

their regret thatcircumstances rendet
it necessary that their mutual con-
nexion should be dissolved, and their
earnest Wlshes for his prosperity and
happiness.” Mr, Smith replied ; the
audience were deeply affected ; and
with mutual good wishes and fervent
prayers, Mr. Smith and his friends
separ ated:— Pioneer.

UNITARIAN STATISTICS
* k* In tbese lists of Umtarlan

chapels the letters P, GB, and M

des1gnate Presbyterlan, General‘
Baptist, and Methodist: the figures.
following the minister’s name denote

 the average attendance; F, that the-

chapel has a fellowship fund; L, a
library ; S, a Sunday school; and
DS, a day school, the number of
scholars being added when known.

Wales. ,

The following has been sent as a
list of Unitarian congregations in
Wales :— :

Carprgansuire. 1. Capel-y~
Groes and Ystrad. R. Davies. 2.
Pant-y-defaid; Owen Evans pro tem.

CARMARTHENSHIRE,
then, David Evans, pro fem. 2. St.
Clears, J.Thomas. 3. Rhyd-y-Parc.
(No settled m1n1ster) 4. Pant-teg,
B. -Evans. - Llandybie, J. Grif-
fiths. 6, Ge]ly (a small congrega-
tion assembling in a room).

“GLAMORGANSHIRE.
J.James. 2. Swansea, R. Awbrey.
3. Ditto, Philip Richards; 4. Neath,
J. Davies. 5 ‘Bridgend, J. Jones.
6, Blaengurach, Wm, Williams. 7.
Aberdare, Thos. Evans. 8. Mer-
thyr-Tydvil,John Evans. 9. Coed—y—
Cymmar, Thos, Davies.

Only two of these have made re~
turns:~— 1, Capel-y~Groes; Rees

1. Carmar-

17 Gellionnen; -

- GLaseow. George Harris ; 500,
F; Lj; S, |

DUNDEE Vacant, ,.

GREENOCK. A, Ma.cdonald

Port-Graseow, -Nominister.

Paisiey, CarRLUkE, TiznicouL=.

TrY, K1LmarNock, —Supplied by H.
Clarke, missionary, who has also
preached at Lanark, J ohnstone, and
other places.

In various parts of Scotland there
are resident Unitari lans, and,; we be=
lieve, occasional meetings for divine
worship. ‘The following have been
mentioned —Dumblane, Blackford,.
Renfrew, Annan, Saltcoats, Aber-
deen.

ADDITIONS AND GORRECTIONS. =

Dorsetshire.
BriprorT. R. Cree‘;‘
L.; S.

Dogrcuester. L, Lew1s, morn-
ing 100, afternoon 150, evening 130 ;
F; L; S 25 g1rls. ,

J. Michelson ; 70; L; S.

200; F;

POOLE
Warenam, J.C. Wallace 100
Li; S;

- Correction—Lancashire.
PrEeston. J, Ashtop,ﬁo F; L
Borton. F. Baker; 400; L

(Chapel and S8); S, 200 DS 30
girls; trust school, 50 boys, 40 girls,

N Kent.

Mapstong, There was an error
respecting the number of the Maid-
stone congregation, it is 250 and

not 150 ; and this does not include
the schools.

Nottmghamshzre.
Norrmvgrinm, (High Pavement
Chapel) ; Benjamin Capénter ; 500 ;
Fi L and- S, 200; anid DS 40
boys anld 25 girls.
At New Radford, a villagé about
a mile from Nottmgh&km, there is &
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sma]l society of Methodast U nitas
rians, who dssemble in.a neat ¢hapel
erected about séven years ago, where
there is a morning and evening ser-
vice; it is supplied occasionally in the
evening' by Rev. B. Carpenter, but

principally by Mr. Jonathan Holimes,
‘on the importance of not -being

_alay-minister, and latterly by Edward
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two great commandments, therefore
that they are worthy of the most
cordial aceeptation, -a steady pro-
fessmn, and of Zeal for their diffu-

sion, and concluded w1th an address
_Sultable to the occasion. R

~In the afternoon the discourse was

Hawskley, a young man, who assists
him during one part of the day. The

average number of ' attendants is

from 20 to 80. A sunday school
for boys and girls contammg 100 to
120.

At Mansfield there is an old-esta-

blished chapel. and congregation,
under ‘the pastoral care of the Rev.
John Williams.

There is no other congregatlon-
~ or society of Unitarian Christians in

Nottinghamshire, but those above.
mentioned. - ‘Theie was formerly a

Presbytenan congregatlon at-Sutton,
in Ashfield; under the care of Dr.

‘Davies, now one of the medical pro-
fessors—of~the—Tzondo n“Umversﬂ;yf« -

but I helieve it is entlrely extinet,
~ and has been for some years.

Devons'hzre
Honiron. James Taplln, 100;
F; L; S, 30 boys and girls,
| Sussex. .
Horsaam: GB ; Thomas Sadler
and R. Ashdowne; 150; (noF ‘but
a Missionary and Tract Somety)

ashamed of the Gospel, from the
words of the Apostle Paul, in his
Epistle: to the Romans, i. 16. The
nature, design, and efficicy of the
Gospel were taken into consideration,
after which it was shown that the
doctrines held and espoused by Uni-
tarians are in accordance with it; in
particular that they ‘comport with
the primary meaning of the word
gospel, z.e. ‘good news,” but that
some which are considered by many

“the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel

are contrary thereto; the folly and

injurious tendency of being ashamed

of it, were pointed out ; and an ex-

-hortatlon given to an imitation of

Pauly-to-be-like-him; ready-to- say—

¢ am not ashamed of the Gospel,”

and to prove. the sincerity of such a
declaration by the temper and con=
duet.

Onthe following Sunday morning
service wag again condueted by the

- Revy. W. Olac,k the discourse founded

on Matt. xxii,, 41-46. At the close
of the gervice the Lord’s Supper was
administered, when ten united in
partaking of it. In the afternoon,

AT, » RN o = WeLls, M:A. -officiated,

~ ROYSTON.
Ox Sunday, September 23d, a sriall
but neat. chapel was opened for re-
ligious , services at Royston, Hert-
fordshire, when two setions were

delivered- by the. Rev, W..Clack, of

and délivered an excellent dlscourse~
on the value of (Jhrlstmn zeal, from
Gall 1V 184

Thus the wish of several friends
of Unitarianism at Royston, jand its
vicinity; for a chapel in which they
might -assemble for the. worship of

Soham,—.-that* in the mormng, on’

the love of God and men; from

Matt. xxiis 87-40: - The preacheren-..;

deavoyred. to show, that the views
entertained by Christian Unitarians
of the: Divine pexfections and- cha-

racter are highly im ortant; as ; they-

tend to.promote obedience.to the

the Father, and attend upon services
congenial to their views and feelings,
has-been-accomplished. They were
cheered by the congregations ex-
ceeding thelr expectations, and the
pleasing prospect afforded of their-
efforts to establish a Christian Uni-
tarlan dhurch proving -successful,
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'BOLTON DISTRICT ASSOCIATION,

Tue thirteenth -half- yearly meeting
of the Bolton District Unitarian As-
sociation was held at Chowbent, on
Thursday, October 4, 1832. 'The
religious services were conducted by
the Rev. Franklin Howorth, of Bury,
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toast the Lhaarman would add but E:
few wmds. It'had now. been esta.
blished six. years, and had gone. on
its way rejoicing, increasing the har-
mony and friendship of its members,
and emulating them to good works,
Almost every meeting offered some
addltlonal proof of its usefulness,

—and-the-Rev--J ehn‘Ragland,_of.Hmd-
ley, the latter of whom preached from
Matt. xix. 17. The preacher’s ob-
ject was to show the folly of trusting
to the performance of external rites,
and the profession of certain doc-
trines of faith, as passports to a hea-
venly kingdom. Holy living, he
contended, was the purest: Chris-
tianity, the best fruit of holy doc-
trine, and the only foundation for
‘The hope that maketh not ashamed ’

At the conclusion of the. services
in the chapel, a numerous party as-.

sembled to dinner, and to spend a
few hours afterwards in the inter-
change of friendly sentiments, and
in the promotion of that sacial inter-

‘course which it 1§ one of tlie objects-

of the Association to encourage. In

the absence of T. B, W, Sanderson,

Esq., the Rev. Franklin Baker, of
Bolton, was requested to take the
chair. The business of the meeting
being transacted, the Chairman pro-
posed ¢ The ng, and may he never
forget those principles which fixed
his family on the throne of these
realms.’

The Chairman, in proposing the
‘mnext toast, could not help congratu="
lating the meeting on what had been.

already achieved for civil and reli-
gious liberty in this country, and in
the prospect of its triumphs being
extended to other parts of the world,
where it was now only known as one'.

of the- bulwarks-of Britain’s.glory,.

It was only to be obtained and pre-

served under a free constitution and.

an unfettered press, operating upon
the minds of an enlightened nation.
He would give ¢ Civil and religious
liberty all the world over,

¢ The Bolton Dlstrmt Umtamazn,

Association” In giving which as a

either in the development of some
new plan of benevolence and utlhty,
or in the introduction of such plans
into. different societies. It was im-
possible to allude to these . advan-
tages without connectmg with the
Association the names .of its foun-
der and its treasurer--the Rey. B.
R. Davis and Mr.- Rebert: Heywood.
The Rev. B. R. Davis thought the
Chairman had given him more than
his due meed of praise. ' It was true
that the first suggestion of the A§go-
ciation proceeded from him, but the
idea was instantly adopted. by many.
of his friends, who then made it their
own, and gave it a.shape and form,

which-had-made-it-useful-and-agree-

able to all the congregations con-
nected with it. He had no deubt,.
that as long as it was productive of
so much ‘good it would continue to
flourish.

Mr. Robert HeyWQ/od was gratlﬁed
to see so large a meeting. He found,
by referring to his book, that the
attend'mce had never been so nume-
rous as on the present. day. Some-.
thing always depended upon the wea-
ther,and-something-upon-the locality -
of the place where the meeting was
held, both of which were favourable
on thxs ocgcasion, but he had reason to.
believe the meetings of the Asso=
ciation were becoming. more spmted
and interesting.

-The.. Chairman,.. after_ passing a
merited encomium on the religious
services of the day, proposed the
health of -the two officiating-gentle~
men—* The conductors of the public
services in the chapel, and thanks to
them for the manner in which they.
were performed,” 'The Rev. Messrs. .
Ragland . and Howorth briefly ac~
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knowledged the notlce which Was‘

taken of theirseérvices.
The Cha,l,rman next. gave
seminaries of education .established
on catholic principles, and may they
never fail in producing exemplary

and -efficient’ labourers m the vine-

‘educatwn
| ~ tion as much diffused as the hght of
gave—* All :

287
" Only 1¢t 'us have educa<

day, and he cared not whether it was
national .or not. Once let Ts feel
the effects of it——let the”great evil
of ignorance be remove , and every-
other evil of a minor natute would

be diminis‘hecLanchOtLf:ct;ed.-.._wHe,_w

_yard of Christ.’

The Rev. T. May, of Stand, had

been requested to make a few re-
marks upon the last toast,and it was
glanfymg to him to do so, for he

entirely concurred in the sentiment
-Hé had been

therein expreqsed
educated in the Dissenting Academy

at Belfast, where the most catholic
principles prevailed: * Hehad had for

his - fellow-studeénts Churchmen and

Calvnusts, Trinitarians and Umta—,
~rians;_but these varieties of ‘opinions
had never interfered with their inter-
course or friendship, ‘and he felt con-
proximity to each

vinced: that their
other’ had fostered none but kindly
| feelmgs He wondered how long the

tworgreat  monopolies of learmng in
this - country - would * ‘be allowed to
" of the nation instructed in such prin-

continue, witliout any effort being
made to. remodel their charters and
constitution,
such a movement will proceed from
the learned dignitaries themselves,
who preside over these institutions,
we may wait till doomsday. The

spirit of the age may reach them,’
and ‘must reach them; but it must
be expressed, before it can be heard,
by thelotddand - commanding voice

of public opinion.

After some piefatory obsérvations
the Chairman then gave—*The cause
of education—may speedy and effec-
tual measures be taken to render it
universal.’

- Mr.-C.+d.-Datbishire- rose-to.ex~ ..

press his admiration of the last sen-
timent which proceeded from the
chair, Education’ appeared to"him
to bethe instrument by which every-
thing enlightened and generous in
the character of a nation must be
achieved. He did mot altogéther
concur in the objections urged by
the Chairman against a national

~such principles

‘of the people.
'protect the mind of the accomplished

If it be expected that

was anxious to see the higher semi«
naries of education constructed upon
catholic principles, in order that
ight govern the
lives of those who are intended to
teach in our churches; but he was
not less anxious that qchools should
be established in every tovwn and vil-
lagé in the kingdom, on' the same
principle, for the sons and daughters
If it was desirable to

minister of religion from the undue
biases of prejudice and sectarianism;

“how much more desirable was it to.

preserve the minds of the children
of the poor from such pernicious

mﬂuences I-He wished to see schools

established everywhere,and the youth

ciples as would lead them to see that
their happiness consists in the cul-
tivation of their understandmgs and
then hearts.

The next toast proposed by the
Chairman was ¢ Health and prosperity
to the advoeates of Unitarianism m
Ireland and in Scotland.’

The Rev. Mr. Smith, late of Dun~

dee;and now supplying at the meeting=

house, Moor-lane, Bolﬁon, deeply sym-
pathized in the situation of the Unita<
rians, hoth in Ireland and in Scotland.
He had been resident for some time
past in'the ¢land of the mountain and
the flood.” He had seen in that coun~

try the strong power.of .early impres-

sions. From infancy the people of
Scotland 1mb1bed the doctrines of

~ Calvinism. - Was it any wonder that

the progress of other opinions was
slow? There was also something
in the national character unfavour-
able to the spread of Unitarianism.
He hardly knew how to characterize
it. It secluded the real state of in-
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dividaal as well a8 naﬁmna}z oplmon
from the gazé of the stranger.
Though an observer of character, he
was not sure that he understood the
real opinions of any one individual
in Scotland with whom he had been
acquainted. Unitarianism, in the

CHR@NICLE.

te do for the advancemenﬁ of lfbera}f
opinions had fallen short of* his 6wn
wishes, ‘however mdulgently they
might be appreciated by others. "He
should always consider it as a part
of his public duty to advocate the
principles of truth and justice ‘in-

northern part of the island, Tequiredpolitics; in—morals;-ard-in-religion;—

all the aid which could be afforded
its advocates from this country.
Not less did the sister-island stand
in need of our warmest sympathies,
He hoped, with the Chairman, that
the Irish Unitarians would very soon
determine to make a voluntary sur-
render of the regium donum. Ireland
was borne down by an ecclesiastical

oligarchy, which infested the land on.

which stood their forsaken-and ruined

~ chiirchies, worse than-the vipers and

toads which croaked in its fens and
marshes. Never was a poor coun-
‘try so paralyzed by a system of mis-
rule and oppression ; but he hoped a

brighter day  had begun to. dawn:

upon her destinies, and: that the
doctrines of religious truth would
acquire power and permanence by
the diffusion of education, and the
blessings of a milder and more gene-
rous government. He begged per-
mission, before he sat down, to pro-
pose ¢ The health of the Chairman,’
who had made his speeches on this, as
on other occasions when he had the
happiness to hear them, the vehicles
foi disseminating the. noblest sentl-
ments.

The Rev. F. Baker, in acknow-
ledging the honour which had just
been done him, not only by the com-
plimentary manner in which his
health had been proposed, but by
the fvay in which it had been re-
ceived, was at a loss to express him-
self in words exaetly suited to the
occasion, Were he given to bandy
compliments, he should say, thatsuch
eloquence as was contained in the
speech of the last gentleman, he had
not very often heard. IHe was happy
that such frequent opportunities oc-
curred for the interchange of their
sentiments, What he had been able

believing, ds he did, that they were
all intimately and mdlssolubly cons«
nected. Before he sat down he de-
sired to give them an opportunity of -
paying a tribute to those into whose
labours we have entered, and who
are gone to their reward, after
sowing the seed, without being able
to réap the fruits of their labours.
He would propose that they should
drink in silence, < To the memory of
those-departed-worthies- who.so- ably..
and honestly defended the cause of
Unitarian Chrlstlamty in - times past.‘
—-times of peril and persecution—
times which We hope are now passed
away for ever.’ |
The Chairman then gave s e
toast; ¢Success to the cause of truth
in all parts of the world.’ - The Rev.
J, Whitehead, of Cockey Moor, had.
been requested to speak to this sen~
timent. It contained a wish which
every Christian, and especially every
Christian, minister must entertain,
whatever be his party or his opi-
nions. He would be doing violence
to his nature if he were not to con-~
fess, that it- was one of his most ar-
dent prayers that truth should prevall -
for he was convinced that it was
only in the spread of just principles
and views of moral and religious
truth, that any improvements could
take place in the condition of man,
and in the prospects of society,
The Chairmaii hoped he might be
allowed to take particular notice of
those who had honoured the meet-
ing by their attendance, not being
resident in the district, nor con~
sequently members of the 'Associa~
tion, He begged to propose ¢ 'The
healths of the' Rew. Mr. Dymock and
the strangers, who have favoured: “us
with their company on this occasion.’




-

~only-

.theylall looked -upon..as..

The Rev. Mr. Dymoek of War-
11ngton, ‘acknowledged the compli-
ment paid to lumself and friends.
He had on former occasions. res
ceived much pleasure from a visit
to one of the meetings of the .Asso-
ciation, but he had never heen so
hlghly oratified as he had been with

UNITAR!AN GHRONIGLE. :

chapel and for 'theu' kmd atte’ntlons
tht oughout the day.? |

The Rev. B. R Davxes could not
be insensible to the kind' tone of the
Chairman’s observations respecting
himself. He had some time ago felt
as if his days were numbered, and
he had made up his mind to leave

the proceedings of that day. Where
there existed such a frlendly spirit

—such a pleasing emulation to do

good as prevailed amongst all who

had taken a part on that occasion, -

it was obvious that nothm _but ad-
vantage could arise from such social
intercourse, He ‘hoped the Assoma.—
tion would Jong contmue in a career
of usefulness.

The Chairman had one more
toast to propose before they parted

It 'was one which he was sure they"

would recéive with an expression of
approbatlon, because it included the
name of an individual whom some
present-had long known, and known

had known, even for & short period,
without entertalnlng for him mingled
feelings of affection and respect.
His worth was not confined to his
own. flock, although among them it
was most frequently exercised, but
it was felt and appreciated through—
out ‘the district. If feelings akin
to melancholy - forced themselves
upon the mind, in connexion with
one whose life was so valuable and
so endeared-to-us; -it-was-only-be=
cause a llngermg complaint had for
some time impaired that health which
we so ardently wished to see re-esta-
blished. The appearances of ‘con-
valescence would, he hoped, be con-
firmed, and again enable him, whom

and friend, to' enjoy many- happy
years in the bosom of hxs family,
and in that pastoral connexion which
had been productive of so much mu-
tual happiness. The Chairman con-
cluded by proposing ¢ the improved
health of the Rev. B. R. Davies, and
the health of his congregation, with

thanks to them for the use of thelr'

‘to--honour;-and-—-whom—nene:--

funds-to supportit.

a.counsellor. .

these scenes for ever. But since
then, it had pleased God to restore
him, in some degree, to health ; and
should his restoration be complete
one part of the happiness of the
residue of his life would be to see
those friends who now surrounded
him renewing their visit to Chow=
bent, and assembling, with himself
and friends, to promote the cause of
Christian truth and holiness.

The Spring Meeting of the Asso=

‘ciation was announced to take place

at Ghorley on the last Thursday in
April of the ensuing year, on which
occasion the Rev. F. Howorth, and
the Rev. F. Knowles are expected to

-~conduct the-services: - - -

CANTERBURY.
AT the request of two or three in-
fluential individuals, a meeting was
called at the General Baptist chapel
here, on Sunday, October 7, to take
into consideration the propr1ety' of
re-establishing our Sunday School,
which had been discontinued some
months on account of the scarcity of
~Itwas -agreed
to raise a boys’ school 1mmed1ately,
and a girls’ school in the ensuing
spring ; and Messrs. Cade, Ellerbeck,
Hooker, Booth, and Parsons were
appointed teachers On Sunday last
another meeting was held, to raise
a-subscription . for.. supportmg it,
when subscriptions and donations to
the amount of 4l. 4s. were received
by the secretary. “We intend open-
ing on Sunday, the 28th inst., and
expect about twenty boys to begin
with. As we are at a loss for a
catechism in unison with our tenets,
perhaps you or one of your corre-
spondents will inform us whether
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'there is one pubhshed by any one in (are to be thus travestled garbled

ourconnexion smtable for our Sunday-
School. '
Our Book Somety continues to

flourish, and much interest is exmted '

in the perusal of our works. To the
list of periodicals which we circulate,

and put hlggledy plggledy together.

‘ Liet me enhven, and’ ¢losé these
few remarks by a quotation, perhaps
somewhat in pomt, from C. J. Fox’s
History—* How - vain,” then, how
idle, how presumptuous, is the opi-

~we have added-the<“Penny™and-the—nion;-that-laws—ean- do__everythmg:_,__

¢Saturday” Magazines, which con-
tcun much interesting information.
J. T. ELLERBECK.

LANCASTERIAN SCHOOL EXAMI-
NATION.

I was present the other day at an

annual examination of a Lancasterian

school of boys, not a hundred miles

from the metropolis ; and am inclined

to think ‘that a brief report of it

may-not be-unacceptable-or useless.
The book selected

to your readers.
for the purpose was a compilation
from the Bible, consisting of extracts
from it, arranged under a series of
titles, whlch served as theses for the

supposed subsequent testimonies to

their truth. A person attended from
the Parent Institution” to conduct the
ceremony. The title pitched upon
by the President was; ¢ Salvation by
Christ.’ Of course verything pro-
bable and lmprobab e was pressed
into the service, from tl brulsmg
of the serpent’s head, to
the Revelations. Thecatetiyt
ceeding in his work, alighféed upon
some questions, which the ‘boys as.
unanimously -as hetetically answered
by the word God, \for which they
were very properly corredted, and
told to substitute, the Spirit. The
synonyme, as it was termed, was
then called for, and the reply duly
followed, the Holy Grhost. Exposition
was “now ~the--order-of--the—day:-
‘What is meant by atonement 7—
Answer,—Satisfaction. = What by
reconciliation ?—Answer,—Making
friends, Ex pede Herculem,—I may
be excused any further details.
And is this, then, our far-famed
system of Bible, and Bible-only, edus
cation? The conceit ig little less than
broad farce, if the Sagwed Records

vmb 1n‘ pel

"Monitor,’

and how weak and pernicious the
maxim founded on it, that measures

not men are to be attended to!”
TE TACE

The Rev. R. B. Aspland of Ches-
ter, has awepted an invitation from
the Lewin’s Mead congregation, Bris-

tol, to become co-pastor with the Re V.
L. Catpenter, LL.D. |

- Died, on Thursday, 18th October,
at her’ house in Clapton; ifi her:forty =
ninth year, Harriet Hester Spenecer,
eldest daughter of the. late Dr. Spen-
cer, formerly of Bristol. It was the
earnest desire of this most estimable

~and- useful-woman not.-to- be. the_sul):
ject of funerveal eulogy, |

Her wishes
are sacred to us, as ig-her memory

Notice. -

 FinsBUuRy - UNITARIAN . CHAPEL
Wﬂl be re=opened - for public * wor-~
ship on Sunday, 18th November, by
W J. Fox, minigger of the ~cha~
Collectlons il be 'made to-
Wards defrayipg”ihe <expense-of the
- dervice ' to commeénce -at
eleven o'clock. in the mornmg and'

“half-past six o the evening:

Unitarian Publications.

¢ The Ways of Pro‘Viﬂenc':e, a ser-
mon, by J. Taplin. iginal Sin
irrational and unscrlpturﬁ by Dr.
Drummond, * Life of: Capt. IIey-
wood,’ by Rev, E. Tagart " ¢ Daily
byt Oharles Brooks;- ng
ham, U, S

CONTLNT5 —-—Ammca -—-'l‘uckerman 8 Report,
209. Danvers Meeung‘ 217.  Reeble Chpurches,
229, Conadn, 280, * Ireland,—Instanceof Blgoiry,
230, Sovtlend.—Temoval 6f Rev. W» Smith from
Dundee, 233, Tnitarinp Statistics, 204, Royaton,
new Chapel, 235, . iBolton Distriot Assoclation,
236. Canterbury Sandey School, 239, - Lancuate
rlan School, 240, Mlscellaneons, 240.

London $ W¢ Guowas,‘ Sta‘mford Street,





