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Here begin a series of papers in the
spirit and with. the object of ¢ The
Watchman,” The promlse of 1onge-
vity. “hlch that worth
was, to the regret of many, frus-
trated by an untimely end. - His fate
we have heard ‘accounted for in this
manner. ¢ He flourished while he
chastised the orthodox ; he perished
“onth jﬁrst shaftshe levelled at Uni--
tarians.” ¢ Itis well,” we have been
" actustomed to reply ; ¢ if he was not
mafe of reforming stuff ‘he should
not have. assumed the work of a re-
former.. A fig Watchman,” truly,
to, swoon and dze as -soon as a. troop -
of delinquents felt “ hurt,”— of-
fended ” The last limb- of the law
has, ‘we: doubt not, been often voted
a nuisance, ‘and criminals not seldom
feel ¢ hurt,” perhaps ¢ offended,” at,
the-sight-of the -awfulj udge,‘ but we -
have yet to learn that either party
has “on' that account abdicated its
functions.” For ourselves we are as-
sured, and we avow the assura.nce at
once, ¢“The Truth-Teller’ is made of
more, lasting: materjals. Not that,
we lay.claim to.insensibility,. Of .a.
sterner .mood than ¢ The Watchman’
we may be, and less therefore open
to assailment. But- there are two
reasons for thmkmg that we -shall
live longer than did that unhappy
youth. 'We love life, We cling to
it with, great tenacity. 'We have

Pl‘gved] the. strength of our vital prin-
O’A ' ']

-oneé. gave.

ciple—for we have seen “service.,
Neither -cuts nor blows have yet;
killed us, and though we do not be- -

lieve that we._are. quite immortal,.we. -

suspect that, like our great ‘prototype
Achilles, it is rather in the heel
than the breast that we are vulner-
able. In other words, the Editor
may trip us up, the public can hardly

“break our heart.”
son the second; the public, as we
hope, are.more doc1le than they were,
Confession.is so much the order of
the day that we almost seem ta
live in the good ¢ old times of catholi-
cism, When even the ¢ omnipotent,’

and therefore, as one would thmk,
1mpeccable parhament ‘has given
verdict and pronounced judgment,
against itself, few.other bodies. .can,,
with a. show of propmet;y, refain the,

assumptlon of immunity fiom eror, ~

True it is, we: know, that ecc]es:ast1-
cal bodies, which were the first to put
others, are the last to go themselves
to confession, And so it has been,
that with a leaven of true chur chism,
Umtarlans elther cannot err or have

__not.erred.;.-that.is, in-the. OPIIIIOH of e

its doctovs ¢ It has been, we say,

intimating a hope that it is not.. For
are Unitarians, the last to “arrogate,
if not infallibility, yet immaculate
ness; and are they the last to caich
the influence. of the spirit of reform ?
The world is moving around them,‘
full of ‘energy~-—active in r%novatxon,

“Thig leads to 1ea{"'“ i



2 - , ‘-UN]TARI'AN'

" —each body avowing or confessmg
its faults—inviting, or, on compul-

sion, -receiving admomtlon ;—shall

Unitarians prove the exception?

They took the ‘lead—their noble-.

minded ancestors, we mean—;took
the lead in bringing on the present
movement ; will they, the Unitarians

CHURONICLE.

~ To such, mainly, is the ¢ Truth~
teller addreesed Its title declares
its object Its motto sets forth its
spirit. . ¢ Speaking the truth in love.”
We are devoted to the truth. - 'What
we say we shall study to bring to
the line and plummet of truth ; ut-
tering—not less than the truth in any

of this day, those who said the men
of the last generation (whose power
was threefold as men now are), who
took up theé work which the lot of
nature, and not the ceasing of their
heroism, terminated ; will our juniors
too, who ought with new-energies to
breathe a new spirit—especially our

junior ministers, the hope of the body

—will they, who ought to weigh all

things in the balance, not of usage—

~ not of prejudice—but of the sanctu-
ary
andespecially the Metmpohtan whose
very existence stands in their utility,
which were constituted to lead onward
the public mind, by keeping them.

‘selves ever 1n advance and ever in.

action, and ever improving—will
these several agents act as dead
weights on the social machinery—
content themselves, in the abandon.

ment of their principles, with merely

regulating 1ts movements? ¢ Things
as they are,” surely can never be the
motto of Unitarians, We, therefore,
believe that the impatience of truth,

evinced by some at the sound of the

* Watchman's’ rattle ; .and the spiri
- of narrow prudence and - sectarian
manceuvre, enjoined by more than
one * Unitarian Elder,” are subdued
if not removed. Nigh as they are
unto death, we have begun to think
of topics for their epitaph, and, wrong
‘or right, our mind has turned spon-
taneously to the mother of mystery

at Rome, and the lovers of darkness
Those,,

in the New Testament.
however, who ¢ live, move, and have
their being,’ are 00 full of God’s
energy—working as it is around
them on every side, to allow a cause
so sacred as that of the truth, to lan-
guish and become extinct by reason
of indoeility and inertriess.

and finally, will our associations; ert;

case, whatever it may be, whether of —
friend or foe—for fear of man; to

serve a party ; to conciliate favour '

‘not more—to gratify passion ; to dls-

credit an opponent; to round a pe-

riod; to honour an error; to gild a

preJudlce. We have no interests to

serve—we will serve none—but those
of the truth, ‘We.claim no exemp-

tion from frailties. Doubtless we
have our share of prejudice and pas-

sion.  Doubtless, therefore, we shall

“but never wﬂhngly, never-to-
cover wrong, or disallow right,

“Tros Tynusque m1h1 nullo dlscnmme
agetur.’

In plain English, all are Philistines

‘to.us_who do defend or conceal a
wrong. Not that we are without
principles and predilections. We
are niot by birth, but by connexion,
Unitar lan-Chrlstlans and the first
part of the appellation is dear to us,
for it is the symbol of what has indeed
been good to us—yet is the second
dearer, for it gives its maln wortly
to the first. And what is its syno-
nym—its friend—its element—but
truth 2 Therefore, we lpve truth—
are prond of our name, and am’m,tlous o
to vindicate our claim to it by our
conduct.

Yet in the spirit of * love ;' love of
the truth as the predommant passion
of our breast ; love of charity; that
charity whlch hopeth all thlngs that
may promzse a favourableissue ; be-
lieveth “all things warrantable on-the-
side of a favourable const,ructlon'
endureth all things that may be per-
sonally offensive; love of Justlce,
which, calls thmgs by their proper
names in the spirit, not of severityy
but of kindness; which is only ano-
ther appellation for truth, and a vir~
tue récommended in the Christian




- render, 'what inheritance-can swye-be-
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code, no less ’by the example af 11;3'
~ framer, than by all its leading prin-
ciples; the love of man———whxch would

do him good by aiding him {o re-
noutice his errors—the only effectual
way ;. the . love of Upitarian Chyis-
tianity, which may be prejudiced bus
can never he benefited, even for a
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responsible 1o their Maker, mta age
sembhes whose forms must, to a conx
scientious Umtarzan, appear closely
allied to idolatry. If the difference
be inconsiderable, why make a schism

“in the church? if (as I sincerely be-

lieve) it be of the most awful im<
portance, why refuse our cordial co-

O

“oment, “by‘management“‘by con-

cealment, by any prudential arts, and

which, if it cannot stand, if it does not
stand, without these supports, Wlll
and ought to. fall |

NEW. UNI-TARIA-N CHAPEL.

Sm,-—Havmg been lately much-
engaged in conversation respectmg

- the Unitarian- chapel ‘which -1s ~pro~-

posed to be built in the westein part
of London, I take the liberty of offer-
ing some observatlons on what ap-
pears to me a most singular motive,

which has, I know,’ been adduced by -

operation in its support ?

The trifling investment required,
may be obtained by a very trifling
sacrifice of convenience, or even of
pleasure. ¢ We are family men.
What shall we do for our children 2

- Shall we give them the enjoyment

of a summer excursion? Shall we
provide .. our beautiful lilies with
fashlondble spring clothing ? Alas!
the ﬂower of the field will even then

outvie them ! Shall we purchase for
- them- expenswe -instruction; “musie;
‘painting, the song, the dance ?—Or
shall we consecrate our hopes, out

treasures, our well-beloved at the

foot of the cross, and bestow on them

_admonition of the

many as the reason for abstaining
from even a small mvestme,nt of
cash in the undertakmg This mo-
tive 1s——that the parties in question
are family men, whe ecannot, from
duty to their ¢hzldren, risk even a
yery limited portion of property.
Now this very excuse, viz. that they
have children, strikes me as the most
stlmulatmg of all’ mduee,ments to the
enterprise; for what service can we

‘ness. Where is our gratitude ?

the nuriure an
Lord ?" s -

If our faitk be an enhghtenedone, .
let it be prove 1 by its fruits ! Enve-
loped in no dixy mysterious veil, the
Master whom we serve shines forth
upon us in all 1is love and lowveli-
Feel-
ing the dread responsibility of our
ten talents, how should we strive to
return him his own with usury, and,
¢ lelting our- light shine before men,

,glorzfy -our Father whois in Heaven ¥

queath-to our offspring; 8o waluable
as the true doctrine of eur Heavenly
Pather 7 And this we believe Unita-
rian Ohmstxam!sy tobe. Weall know
the dlfﬁculty, not to say impossibility,

of conyeying a 1arge family, weekly,
through all varjeties of weather, to

a-place of worship-several miles dis+

tant from their residence; those,
therﬂfore, who inhabit the west of

London, myst either exert themselves
to procure the adyantage of assemnr
bling in their own. neighbourhood—
must resign public. worship alto-
gethermor must prepare to lead those
pledges, for whose gnidance they are

“The ‘Jews -were warned, n this
especial case of false doctrme, that
God wvisits the sins of the fathers
npon the children, and shows mercy
to thousands in those who keep his
commandments—and we must all, at
this very hour, perceive the force of

‘the announcemeint in the Aalmost 1=

surmountable power of early educa-
tion, whether of a good or evil
tendency. Alas! alas! for us and
for our children, if, when the bride-
groom comes, our lamp shall be ex-
tinguished !

But I will hope better thin s.-—-l
will hope, and confidingly Btréw ;'thas,
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under the Almlghty protection of the
All Wise, the All Good, the Only

God! our light shall shine more and .

more, even unto the perfect day !

A.

“whatever—to make them so perfectly:-

Catholic in their matter, and in their
spirit, that they may stand a fair

‘chance of securing the approbation,

not only of Unitarians, but of every
other party, not absolutely and im-
movably bigoted, in the Christian

_world. That this should be done,-

Sir,—I was not a little surprised on
reading the remarks which your cor-
respondent, A., has made on the
Christian Tract Society, in the last
number of your Chronicle; nor can
I refrain from expressing my regret
that you should haveadmitted intoyour
columns an anonymous attack * ona
respectable society, which has done,
and is still doing, much good. Who-
_ever your correspondent be, I will
‘tell him .plainly, that his boasted
boldness (‘I will boldly say better
and cheaper’) is not worth a rush,
choosing, as he does, to conceal him-
self under the mask of a fictitious
signature; ‘- The guise-which he has
_assumed might obviate the necessity
of answering him, even if the flimsi-
ness of his arguments were less con-
spicuous than it is; yet, as there are
one or two of his statements, which
may convey a wrong impression to
the public, I shall beg leave to notice
them.
He asks whether it s worth while
to have a large subscription list,
amounting to upwards of 861., toge-

ther ‘with -a- machinery- of - reports, .

secretaries, and annual meetings, for
the sake of guaranteeing ¢ that the
tracts shall contain mothing ortho-
dox? Now, I contend that, in two
views, this is not a fair statement of
the question; for, if it be one object of
the society to produce a set of tracts, in

which there shall be nothin g orthodox,

itis equally its object to produce such
as shall contain nothing heterodox ;
it endeavours, in short, to preserve
them free from any sectarian bias

* The writer 4s not anonymons to us; and
is a person well entitled, if so disposed, to
adimonish Mr, Wood, or to eriticise the con-
duet of any of our 1ust_1(utiuns.~—~l€xg

-

will be allowed to be very desirable
in whatever degree it is actually
done, so far is a good point gained.
To accomplish so valuable an object,

it is worth while to make some sa-
crifice ; but that it costs the whole
money subscribed, cannot with any
truth be asserted, since every sub-
scriber. is- at liberty to.claim traets
to the amount of his subscription,
and the fact is, that about two-thirds
of the whole number generally do
claim their allotments, so that not
above 30/ a year of the regular sub-
scription may be considered as going.
towards the disbursements of the

| Somety

-That, even with this assistance, j:,he -
Soc1ety should not*be able to bring
out its tracts quite so cheap as some

others, which are published without

any such adventitious aid to support

them, is its misfortune, not its fault,
Houlstons may easily publish their
works at a low price, because they
are sure of an immense circulation s
we, on the other hand, have no such
certainty ; we must be content with
a comparatively moderate sale; and

-that-part of the public which thmks‘_,

it worth while to accept our gua-
rantee, (I do not say against ortho-
doxy, but against sectarianism,) must
be content to pay for.it. If the ma-
jority of the religious public are de-
termined not to be liberal, the mino-~
rity must give somethmg for the
opportutiity of gratlfymg their taste
in their own way; and ill does it be-
come. any man to taunt a somety
with the comparatively limited circu-
lation of its tracts, when he knows
perfectly well, and in fact acknow-
ledges, that one main canse of that
limitation is the. prevalence of obsti-
nate, and deep- -rooted prejudice,
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That ‘our t’racts are valued by

those to whom they are given, we
have strong and frequent evidence';
the acknowledgments of their merit
come tous freely and spontaneously ;
and as to the assertion that we have
recourse to any ¢ forced means’
for bringing them into motice, I

P
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- is'in’ thoee part«z of the article- lfl‘

which your writer identifies himself
with the principles which have deter-
mined the Consistory, that I beg to
offer him my glove.

After detailing the charges against
M. Gaussen, and concluding with the
statement of the offender’s expulsmn,

boldly challenge your correspondent

to ‘adduce his proof. Even if the
circulation were smaller than it is,
we would scorn to have recourse to
any such means of increasing it. We
are satisfied with knowing that our

tracts are perpetually applied for by

those who have learnt how to esti-

mate them; and in the few instances

in which” we have given them un-

asked, we have had every reason to

believe that the gift was acceptable.
‘To the affairs of “this Society [ have
myself devoted many hours of labour,
and T shall continue to do so, in the
firm, though humble persuasion, that
I am thus contributing to extend the

- kingdom of.Christ, and to.impart the.

light and comfort of the gospel to
many, who might otherwise perish
in the bewildering darkness of 'sin

and ignorance.
S. Woop.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AT GENEVA.,

Sir,—May I be permltted to venture
a few obgervations on an article in the
¢ Unitarian Chromcle for October,

~which-furnishes-your-readers-with.a. g

narrative of certain proceedings -at
Geneva, in the case of M. Gaussen,
and adds some original remarks?

With the narrative I have nothing
to do; I believe it faithful, and pass
on to the consideration of several of
the remarks, from the spirit of wh1ch

I doubt not nine-tenths of your
readers must entirely dissent. ‘For
.aught I. know, the pastors of the
COHSlthl’y at (Yeneva may have
acted in perfect accordance with the
principles of their body, in expelling
M. Gaussen, but' I feel very well
assured that their acts have been a
contradiction to our maxims; and it

your author gravely exclaims (page
182)—<In all this we. see 10 in-
fringement of the grea nciples.of
religious liberty.” I have not the

~happmese of being acquainted with

this gentleman’s definition of. re-
ligious hberty, but I verily believe,
whatever it is, it is so singularly his
own, that he.will not find its tran-.

-script in any second mind among us.

This I will unhesitatingly take upon
me to pronounce, that it is ‘more .
nearly ‘allied to the “politics of eaith
than those of heaven. Here is a
‘man, a minister of a national church,
who happens in ‘the course of hls
studles, to frame sentiments in oppo-

.sition to.the ideas of those.in power. . .

about him. His thoughts, as "all
‘honest thoughts should, compel his
actions ;—he begins by rejecting a
Catechism (the work of men like
himself), and finally he conceives it
his duty to denounce his fellow-
pastors, and distinetly to oppose their
system by every means within his
reach. I see nothing insupportably
wrong in all this. "He is a fanatic
—-granted He is presumptnous—
ranted. . His. metaphysms are..ab=
surd==granted ; but all this is swal=
lowed up in the consideration that
he is sincere.” Your writer will say

—¢ Why not, then, retire from a
connexion which appears hateful to
him?’ To this there are numerous
replies :—perhaps the eloquent plea

o POt

‘of interest detains him; perhaps 2

sublimer affection for hlS flock, and
theirs. for him; with. many minor.
persuasives. If we call him obsti
nate, we only accuse him of a virtue;
for obstinacy combined with sins
cerity is but stedfastness, The re-
sort, then, by the majority in such a
case, from the force of argument tob
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‘the ax‘g'ument “of - force, is but a
'cowardly illustration of Dean Sher-
lock’s * political doctrine of Religious
' Self- Défence—a doctrine which can-
net am sure; find its origin or
“authority in the New Testament, and
the effects of which can only be ad-

T verse to the causemrn*\vhxchwltmlswat—(}eneva,m—wouldmpro:v.e a small

‘advocated and applied.

Your writer goes on to assert,
‘that a minister who has solemnly
-engaged to avoid ¢ everything which
might create schism or break ‘the
union of the body to which he be-
longs, is bound to adhere to his pro-
fessions.” This would come well
from a Roman Catholic, but proceeds
with little grace from an Unitarian.
Allowing that a man can, upon en-
“tering~ a  thinistry; -conscientionsly.
contract engagements of this nature,
¢an he bind himself to make no new
discoveries in truth ten years after,
of must ke padlock his lips when
.what he considers fresh light breaks
in upon him? The
monstrons. Upon this plan we should
have been effectually secured against
all reformation, both past and future.

As to the unity which the plan is
designed to produce, what is it but
the old impossible unity of opinion,
'or Umty of sound and gesture, settlng
quite aside the unity of heart, which
-Christians should rather desife
cultivate, and which can only be se-
cured by a mutual forbearance and

physical subtleties. When your
contributor describes the blessedness
of being relieved from the presence
of a Calvinist, he appears to me to
overlook ‘two important things, viz.
that there is an unchristian as well

as a Christian way -of-being-relieved -

from that which annoys one, and
that to cherish an antipathy to-
wards a man, for the sole crime of
being and acting as a Calvinist, is
to convert a proper subject of com-
passion into one of hatred.

The Church of Geneva’s im~

* See Bishop of Bangor’s ¢ Comman
Rights,” (Edit, 1 y 19,) pige 224«236

‘to toleration.

‘and of religious pedcee. -
‘Church of England in 1720 behaved
‘in the sime mauner & the pastors
of Genéva "in 1831; ske would-have -
‘banished from her cemitiunion a kinot

proposition i3

| provement in sacredf nm:tm, &é > i
‘very well in its place, but- it isa
‘poor substitute. for departed charlty,

and will not make -amends for the
mischief and fmpoliey of fixing lifiits
The -advantage (if it
be one) of our ‘excluding a Calvrmst

counterpoise the evil which
would, wupon the same prmmple,
accrue, were all other communions,

in the present and -coming agés, to
‘take your writer's view of religious

freedom. An imperium in imperio
in politics is hardly compatible with

-good goverrniment, or an efficierit

executive force; but in religion, it is
a great desideratum, for the free
action of intellect upon intellect, and

of imagination upon imagination,

will turn out to be the only true
ground of religious improvement

Had - the

of divines stich as hdve neéver, in'the
records of rty méfiory, lived ‘and

_written in any one agé and church

beside.. This she did not do—and it
is with regret that I observe in
Europe a liberal Church of 1831
having ‘less toléerance than an or-
thodox establishment "of 1720, yét
claiming at the same time the smile

‘of Unitarian approbation.
tenderness in the matter of inéta~"

"It has been pointed-out - to- ne-by
one who has, 1 believe, the esteem of
all who will be likely to read this,
that the party of Hoadley, in the be-
ginning of the -last century, were
men of too great moderation . to
provoke their adversaries in: ‘the same
degree in-which-M. Gaussen. and. his
colleagues have vented their spleen
upon the Geneva consistory; but
this remark, however -just," does: 1ot
exactly reach my question, which is,
not how far a minority may safely
or justly provoke the power of a
majority, but whether civil or -phy-
sical power can be rightly exercised
at all, upon Unitarian principles,
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-gowards any merely rehglous adver-

sary, especially where, in spite of his
violence of speech and sentiment, we
have no reasen to doubt his sincerity,
and where his acts cannot strictly be
defined legal effences. M -any one

say to me, that upon .this footing all

human religious establishments must

tepays us for all. After thls, T need
a0t say with. what reluctance I give
upthe thoughts of returning to Bir-
mingham ; and I can truly say Ican
never expect to be so happy in any

~other place, especially as a. minister,
.which will always be my favourite

employment No cong'regatlon in

cease together, I reply, in the em-
.phatm words of the illustrious Fos-
ter,*—= No matter for that!” Creeds,
forms, and visible constitutions may
be rent to shreds, but Christianity
wﬂl be much the gainer.

Your obedient set‘vant, |

. | - - JL G
H.amps.t.e&d- -l5th .Nov-. 18-32. :

Pramem

" DR. PRIESTLEY

To ihe Edztor of the Umtarzcm
- Chronicle: - -
- Nantwich, Nov 1st, 1832.

DEAR Sm,f-—-I send you the copy of
a letter written just after Dr. Priest-

ley left Birmingham after the riots,

-to. a-young-friend.of the congrega-

tion, probably, of one of the classes
of which he’ speaks so handsomely.
‘The original was put into, my hand
the other: day by Mr. Raiph Capper,
one .of my hearers, who wished me
to send a copy for insertion if you
approve of that step.
I am, Dear Sir,
Yours very respectfully,
JAMES Hawxes,

Copy.

ham, by Dr. Priestley, to .a Young
Friend. of. lis late congregation fo
whom he had shown kindness.

Dean  Joun,~I was hardly: ever -

more affecﬁed than -in reading your -
.Wycomb June 26th 1791

letter, Which shows the gdodness of

your -own heart, by your gratitude .

for fayours which -you - greatly over-
value. - I. $ent. it to .my wife, as I
knew it would give her as much plea~
sure g it did mie. We too often. la-
bour for the ungrateful, but one
instance- of the contrary more than

# Bée Tostex against Stubbmg on Hewsy,
s Lattor M, -

of . a Letter. written June 26th, .
1791, after the "Riots “at Bzrmmg-'

London —can furnish such classesas
I had with you; and the letters 1
have -received from them, and the
excellent spirit they dlscover, makes

me happy, and even proud.

I preached last Sunda.y, for the
first time since I left Birminghanr,

t0 a congregation of Calvinistic Bap-
tists at Amersham. Their request

showed so much liberality that I

could not refuse to comply with it.

There were present people of all par-
ties; and -I- believe I-offended-none.

Indeed I have had several addresses
from dissenters of all denommatwns,
and the Calvinist ones, on this occa-
sion, show as much of a catholie
spirit as any, and, I think, more cou-

rage. This is ome species of good
that has already come out of the evil _
which drives me from. you. I am
here on a visit to a friend, and have
solicitations from all quarters. to

.preach, and all from the Indepen-

dents or Baptists ; indeed, there are -
no others in. the mneighbourhood.
But my sufferings make them forget,
or overlook, my keresy it is eniough
for them that ¥ am a Christian.

‘Though: I'shall not reside at Bir~
mingham, I shall' hope, some. time

-hence, to pay you pretty long visits ;
‘in the mean time, I am, with every

Dear John,
- Yours sincerely,
J. PRIusTLEY,

good wish,

SALFORD FELLOWSHIP I‘UN D
- TEA-PARTY.

.On Tuesday evening, November
- 20th, the annual meeting of the

subscmbers to, and friends of, the
Greengate Chapel Fellowship Fund
was held in the schqoldroom, heneath
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the cﬁapel, when nearly a hundred
members and friends of ‘the Green=
gate congregation took tea together,
Asfter tea, the hymn ¢The Lord my
pasture shall prepare,” was sung, and
the Rev. J.' R. Beard, minister of
the chapel, having taken the chair,

——expressed-his_pleasure at_seeing so.

“and took-tea together, with '@ “oledr ;
‘o the cultivation of frlendly feelings.
- ‘He 'mentioned. this. ‘in: order to.ré-

.commend its object, for he did net
see why it ‘should be limited to ten .
or a dozen houses,—why it should -
not be general throughout the’con-

gregation,~—why there should not be

many of his congregation and friends
around him on an occasion which he
hoped. would be conducive to their
best interests, tendmg, as he trusted
it would do, to unite together the
social ‘and religious affections; to
unite them more nearly as minister
-and people, and as members, if not
all of oné congregation, yet of one
common religious interest. His
pleasure was enhanced when he re-

flected on the causes of this assem-

bly, and he could not think of ‘the
success which had attended upon
the exertions there made. to raice up
a.Christian congregation, but with
emotions of the deepest pleasure.

“It was truly gratifying —to his -heart:

as an - individual, because it was a
proof that he had not laboured alto-
gether in vain,—it was a satisfaction
to him, because he had always felt
that the pure doctrines of the gospel
needed only to be plainly expounded
in. order to be received ; and it was
a satisfaction because, in the duties
of the ministry, there must of necés-
sity. be many drawbacks, many diffi-
culties, and much obloquy to en-

¢ounter; " and‘ ‘therefore,” when- he -

saw around him so many attached to
the ¢ause of pure religion, and when
he' remembered the circumstances
under which that congregation had
been collected,—with these consi-
derations before him, it was impos-
sible. but .that..he: should. rejoice.
This meeting had arisen out of ano-
ther meeting, which he would men-
tion, in order to recommend-it to
general notice. Most of them knew
‘that it was customary to Bave a
service in that room. on Tuesday
evenings, and a mumber of his fe-
male friends met together at each
iother’s houses prior to the service

meetings at different ‘houses on the
same evening. He was persuaded
they: would be productive of -much
good, for such was his confidence in
human nature that he was sure the
more they "knew each other the
moie they would esteem each other,

- Fellowship funds were originally de=

signed rather in aid of other congre-
gations than for those in which they
existed ; but, as a young society, the
Greengate eongregation had been

found to need a fund for various

purposes connected with itself, more

.parmcularl)}(r to meet the wants of the
library, which was now a large one

and doing valuable service, and. also
tomeet-minor -demands—pecessarily-
arising - out of the education of so
large a number of children. The
fellowship fund had answered these
purposes,—it had - enlarged the li-
brary and met a variety of incidental
expenses; but it had mot done all
the good it might do amongst them-
selves ; and he looked forward to a
period when, their own strength
being increased, they \would be able
to extend its efﬁ slency to other con~
gregations.—Fhe-library was- -still-dn.
debt, and the were anxious to add
largely to: its stores, of books- now
being published of a most valuable
kind, and tending very much to ad-
vance . those interests which, as'a
Christian, and in some measure, he

_trusted, an intelligent, congregation,

they had at heart. The chairman
thought that it might  promote, in
some measure; the utility of -the meet-
ing, if a subject were introduced for
their consideration, and the subject
that had struck him as combining
utility with interest was the question
— What is to be done with the Church
establishment ? '—Dby which he wished
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torbe und erstood to Say-—-what Would:‘-

we wish to:be done.with-it?. It was
very different to leglslate for an en-
tirely new commumty, and for one

in which old :institutions had grown

up, blending themselves with all its

interests.. The people of this country

were not in the first position: they
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ferred. to the crown—-CromweH was
the vice-regent in ecclesiastical mat-
ters of Henry VIII. The. speaker

next glanced at the - Court of High
Commission in the ‘reign.of Eliza~
beth, the power of 1ssu1ng ‘writs of
congé d'élire;. and various other
proofs of the supremacy of the

were 1N the second.—If he were
asked, what he would do in a new
state, he would say, let religion be
entirely free—unconnected in eyery
way with the state; but he feared

that, if the established church of this

country were at once levelled to the

ground (whlch he himself aimed at

as an. ultimate object), that a moral
chaos would ensue, because there

would be nothing of sufficient value

to substitute 1n_its stead. ~If What

was meant by the church- being-de~

stroyed, was,  that the present in-

cumbents. should be-ejected, or, what
was the same thing, -deprived of the

property on. which they subsist, he
- must_confess he had very pregnant

king 5 fron which e thoughtit-pro=
bable that the king could change
the established religion of the state:
if he chose, by means of his prero-
gative. What ought to be aimed at,

should be, to take away this prero~
gative in regard to the church. Im-
mediately therewith the blshops would

~ cease to exist as participators in the

government. Writers who had writ-
ten with freedom . on the church
.establishment —though - themselves
churchmen—had- -shown—the--greas
evils - connected with ~the bishops
being in the House of Lords. .Mr.
Beard referred to- the opinion of
Bishop Watson on this subject, and
to_the pamphlet of Lord Henley.

doubts of the utlhty of such a plan,

If it were meant. that. the church
should be -destroyed as an establish-
ment,—as a dominant. sect, then he
entirely concurred in the sentiment,
It app
grew out .of its. being a dominant
sect.
was. persecutmg,——-lt aimed -at. pre

venting the progress of free i 1nqu1ry

and real religion, and - it spread‘
abroad. the, wirus: of - -sectarianism,,

eared to -him that. -its. evils.

Because it was dominant, 11;.

There was another crying evil no-

. ticed: by writers on church referm—--—

that its patronage was mainly pos-
sessed by .the aristoeracy. There
were _precedents for . removing: the
blshops from the upper house, for in
the. reign of Henry VIIL, twenty-
eight mitred abbots (who very much

~ resembled bishops) were removed

from the legislature. The parlia-
ment was competent to remove them 5
the sovereign was competent to- Ter

It was. less useful than -it-should-be,
because a deminant, and, therefore,
in_a very great.degree, an arrogant
and self-satisfied sect. What ought
to he aimed at, supposing .it were
concluded that, the church ought to
be destroyed .as. an establishment ?

It appeared “to™ hini that-the’ founda-

tion of the. estabhshment lay in the
king’s supremacy over the church,—
that was the connecting link ’Whl(‘h
%ﬁt the church with the state. Mr,

eard then reverted to. the period of
the pope’s. spiritual supremacy in

thegse realms, and. to the Reformar

tion, when that supremacy was frans.

move.-them, for Elizabeth-had threas

tened to send the bishops in her time
to look after their cures. All the
changes .in the church had been
made, not by the will of the people,
but, sometimes against that will, by
kings, lords, and commons; and
‘therefore;: theﬂse*~ﬁ'cha,ngesﬂ'were‘*ipeﬂizivr~'- :
cient, The church owed its present
condition to its impatience of change;
but now,. in consequence of its re-
fusing, minor changes, a mighty
change was about to take place.
The Rev, Mr. May, of Stand, near
Manchester, thqught, looking ‘at the
state of. public feelingy.:that .church
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reform could not much longer be
withheld. An engine had been set
-at work, which; corruptlon, which in-
terest, Whlch nothing coeuld stop.
Public oepinion, so long kept dor-
mant, had been roused from its
lethargy, and had already gained
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it would become - essentlally 4 mis: -
stonary church, and would go forth
as-a pioneer- preparmg the public
mind for the reception. of Chiristian

.truth or Unitarianism (for the terms

to. him were synonymous), whose
missionaries, ecoming afterwards,

—Catholic—emancipation;-the-outpost—would_reap.an abundant haryest.

of the works of corruptlon——lt had
gained the key of the enemies” pos-
sessions, reform in parliament, and
had thus given the people a strong
hold from which they could assail
successfully every other abuse which
existed. The church establishment
could not remain in its present posi-
tion, because it was founded upon
injustice, putting its ‘hand into the
pockets of its neighbours, who re-

-ceived-no advaﬁtage from -it;. be=

~cause it did not give truth fair play,
but supphed factitious support to

error by its being a fashionable sect,

and by the emoluments which it held
out to its professors,—because it

placed politics where religion shiould

be, and religion where politics should
be. If he were asked what he would

do with the church, he would avow

himself an out-and-out reformer.
‘He would do with the church what
had been done with the rotten bo-
roughs—put all its evils into schedule
A, and as to the rest, let church peo-
ple do with their own church what
they liked. Let them have bishops
appointed by the king, and ministers

.appointed by the bisliops ; but if they

would have them, let them suppert
them. All political changes ought to
be gradual ; but all that was wanted
‘with rega.rd to the church was that
it should mnot call upon people to
. pay for a thing which they did not
- receive,—He-could-see-no-danger.in
saying to & man, ¢ You will not have

any more wmoney to the

0 -pay

church, The great difficulty to him
appeared to be the lay impropria-
tions. . May concluded by ex-

pressing his opinion that if the church
was to cease to be an establishment,
and to possess any emoluments be-
yond those rajsed- by its own people,

The chairman expressed his con-
currence in theé remarksof Mr. May,
and said another question arose,
viz., * What is to be done with the
tithes ? What were they left for?
Unq‘u-esﬁi-onably the spiritual educa-
tion of the natien at large.. Did the
church educate the nation? If the
chir¢h did not educate the whole
community, had it a right to the pro+
perty left for. the education of the
whole community? - No. What
should be done Wlth it? A na-

~tional education was now most im-

periously required in this kingdom,
and to that objeet (which was quite
in accerdance with the infeéntions of

“the ~donoryof “church—property)—it -

might be applied. No  church res
form would be sufficient that did net
provide for a gemneral registration
of births throughout the kingdom.
Dissenting ministers should possess
theright of celebrating ¢ in their own
congregamons, the marrlages of their
owi people.’

- The Rev. William Johns said, that
the presbyterian dissenters had,
miore than.a  hundred years ago,

arrived at what “he--considered-the -

trné theory on this subjeot by dis-
claiming every connexion with church
and state, with the p /0fesswn of re-
ligion in the-secular concerns: of
men. He was opposed to all -esta-
blishments.in religion, as being' lia-

-ble_to. the _enactments..of .a civil

power. He-should, however, wish
the chainiges to. bhe effected in ‘the
church to be gradual - he should
wish all -the present incumbents to
possess their present incomes, but
the mation need not iritroduce into
any. place, where objections existed,
new parsons to receive these salaries

and -emoluments, . Fifty years ago,
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,‘ihsconten’c with' regard to the church -

was confied to a very small mum-
‘ber, all, perhaps, dissenters ; but now
he should say, that' more than half
the peoPIe of the United Kingdem
were anti-churchmen in their hearts.
Of those who remained nominally in
_the_church, not _half ever entered its

g l

way to estimate i, for Catholics
avere: dissenters), was 10,992,100,
miking a difference of more than
4,000,000. - In Ireland, the number
in the church - establishment was
estimated, in round numbers, at
‘1,000,000, - the Roman -Catholics
at 5,600,000, and diss'e‘nters at

cmmmcm.

doors except on two or three occa-
sions in their lives. The poor almost
in a body had left the church;

that the principal part of church-
going people were the rich and
fashionable, many 6f whonr had a
direct interest in keeping the church
in its present state. The speaker
guofed the opinions of Dr. War-
burton, Bishop of Gloucester, who
had answered the question, ¢ As
-there are sp many different sets of
opinions, what set of Opmlons shall
be established ?* by saying,; ¢ Cer-
| tamly that entertained by the majo-
rity.” Then, according to the bi-
shop’s own showing, seeing that
~ehurchmen-were-less-numerous-than -
-dissenters; there was no good rea-
son why the: Church of England
-ought to be supported: If the bi-
-shop was right, ‘how very 1mproper,
tyrannical, and unchristiah it must
‘be to maintaih the established church
in Iréland! The cure for-alkthese
things was, to do away with all es-
tablishments; and leave every one to
choose his own religion, and to sup-
‘port it as well as he could, without

being" called-upon-to- contrxbute -to

the support of any other.

The chairman read a statement
which he-said he had gleaned, so far
‘as reldted to the:church, from ¢ The
Clerical Guide ;” as to Catholics,
from ¢ The Catholic Laity’s Direc-
tory.l
‘The - Congregational - Magazine.’
‘The number of church people, in-
cluding’ that branch of it inIreland,
and supposing thatall really belonged
to the church who professed to do %0
(a very great supposition ' indeed),
wad - 6,858,000 ; while the number
of dissenters- and Catholics com~
bined,: (and that was.the- only. falr

_and_-as_to. d1ssén,@t,e,lfs,,.-&.fltqm.

1,000,000.

Mr. Abraham Bennett thougbt that |
the king’s supremacy over the church
had been stated rather too strongly.
‘The tithes were a great grievance
in various ways. As to the dues of
the church, those that chose to have:
the ceremonies of the church obight
to pay for them. If they would have
their infants carried to church, and
-have the crossmade upon them with
'holy water—if they deemed it essen-

~ tial "that a bell should’ toll to keep

demons from 1nterceptmg the qoul
-as it rose to heaven—then let them
.pay for it. He would have the church
stand wpon its own ground: as it

-stood- at--present,- .great-alterations -

must, and he dared to say would, be
‘made in it. If the opinions of the
people were fairly represented in
the legislature (and he trusted they
would be more than they ever had
been), a change must take place in
-the church, and he hoped that that
change would be for the better.
‘The chairman thén said, that by

+The Clerical Guide,” an orthodo:x

publication, he found that out of

of the k'ing and government 5080

.in the giftof lay nobility and gentry ;

-1304 in the gift of bishops ; 1042 in
‘that of deans and chapters ; 1423 of
private ecclesiastics ; 794 in the gift
of the universities y 197 in that of

~corporat10ns and: prlvate institutions;

and 1n the gift of the mhabltant:. no
more than 6§ !

The. Rev. William Smith, of Bol-
ton, ‘thought that the people ought
at once to set about a radical and
complete reformation in the church.
Tt was the nationality of this church
-which made it the dnagﬁ-weight upon
every. generous principle. and kindly
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-feeling of tbe* commumty The
‘nationality of its, privileges, (as in
registering births and celebrating
marriages)—the nationality of the
taxation which supports it—should

be done away with, because it was .

unscriptural, unreasonable, and. wi-

~~*c1ous"w—--Unscr1ptural —forthere-was:--had projected

nothing in scripture of bishops and
‘other dignitaries possessing over-
whelming revenues, while other
ministers of religion were pining in
poverty : unreasonable, because it
- supported bodies of menin clear and
decided opposition to each -other;
and vicious, because it did not ‘pro-
‘mote the moral or religious improve-
ment of the nation. It had been
working for ages, and yet had pro-
~moted nothing but the degradation
of the national character, the spread
of -infidelity, and evils and heart-
burnings among the people,who were
now uniting in one common cry for
the removal of that detestable church.

"It had “been said by someof the

superiors of the establishment, that
the interests of religion would buﬂ‘et
if it were removed. If religion con-
sisted In maintaining the dignitaries
‘of a church with princely revenues,
in the most unapostolic lives—in an
aristocracy, too proud to bring up
their children to useful employments,
but putting them in livings where
the pastor was wholly independent’ 6f
his people—then let the churclh of
"Gad. be " establisied “and patronised
by man. But if religion consisted
in an assembly of believers worship-
ping ‘God according to their ' con-
sciences, presided over by a man
chosen freely by themselves, and
contmumg their pastor as long as
he-continues-to work, and.needing
not to ‘be " ashamed of his wages,
conscious that they are deserved—if
this was' religion when men wor-
shipped God according to their con-
sciences, and not in the way that the
musty-creeds of ‘books prescribed—
then it needed not to be established.
The chairman next referred to the
.objects.. of ‘thé Church Reformation
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Somety, ‘of Whl(’h the’ conservatli}e
Lord Henley ‘was the head, as stated

- by themselves. ; after readmg awhich,

he observed, 'that the dlssenters
could not be uhi'eas()nable'people, if
they merely desired to™ carry into
effect what churchmen themselves

The chairman next read from a

newspaper an advertisement of the

sale by Robins, the auctioneer, of.
an advowson or presentation to a
living valued at 2000!. a year, where
no servicé would be required ; the
present possessor was an old man of
s1xty, very feeble, and not hkely to
survive long ; and there was a N.B,,
which announced, that there was an
excellent pack of fox-hounds in the
neighbourhood. (Laughter.)

also’ referred to an advertlsement
written in Latin, which offered for
sale fifty manuscript sermons, neatly
lithographed, so as to appear like
writing, _and warranted of sound.
orthodox pririciples:—The-advertiser-
would be glad to receive commissions
regularly to supply clérgymen year
by year, and he would undertake:
that the greatest secrecy should be
observed.

Mr. May agaln spoke, prmczpa]ly
withreference to the state of Ireland
with regard to the tithes; which he
would have appropriated, in the first
place, to a mational education, and
then to the educatlon of students for
the ministry, = - o |

The chalrman said he could not
suffer the meeting to terminate with-
out expressing the thanks of his con-
gregation and himself to his brother
ministers who had come from a dis-
tance, and had comtributed their
vvaluable aid.on.this.occasion,. He
wished the battle about to -ensue
might be carried on with kindly
feelmg, yet determined principle; and-
that - the result might be, not only
the entire reformation of the church,
but what was still more importan,
and what ought to be ‘the end of all
reformation, that, after it had been
accomplished, churchmén and -dis-
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.senters-would live together as-Chriss

tian brothers all over the: land, all
ndeaVourmg to - promote feelmgs'

and sentiments of fellowshlp, friendly
union and - co—operatlon, the only
rivalry being that in good works, -
which would redound to the benefit
of all.

“The meetmo' then termmated

after an evening spent in the agree-.

able interchange of the .social feel-
ings and of information, from which
no one could fail to derive some
benefit, and which all present ap-
peared to enjoy in the spirit of that
cheerfulnessand true pleasure, which

1nva.r1ab]y characterizes the posses-.

sion and diffusion of the principles of
true Ch1 1st1amty

THE Rev.;_ J. Ful{lag.ar, of 'Cihiche_s
ter, has commenced a course of Sun~

day evening lectures, at the Unita-

tarian Chapel, Baffin’s Lane, Chi- .

.chester,..on._the.. following. §ub]ects :

The origin, progress, and moral
value of nonconforiity ; the doctrine
of the Trlmty tested by Scripture ;
the sciipture account of the future
state f the wicked; the Logos the
use and abuse of St. Paul’s Epistles ;
the mystery of godlmess ; the temp-
tation of Christ; the issue of the
temptatzon in the flight of the devil;
the ministration of angels subsequent
to the temptation; Unitarianism

countenanced. by. the tenour.of. the

Revelation vouchsafed to St. John;

the valup of . religious truth, and
duty of upholdmg it; natural, moral
and intellectual llght. The course
commenced in November last, and
will extend through the months of
January and February.

Tue following course of Sunday
Evening Lectures, from November
18 to March 10, is delivering in the
great Meeting House, Smithford-
street, Coventry :—

Rey, H, Wreford—On the spirit in
which. religious contreversies ought

sidered.

- wisdom of God.
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to beconducted. -Rev. C. Berry, ofr
Leicester—On the principles of Uni-:
tarianism.. Rev. H.. Wreford—The:
question answered, Why' are you a;
Protestant Dlssenter? Rev. H. Hut-
ton, of Birmingham — Unitarian
Christians distinguished by the prin-
ciples of their faith, both from Trini-
tanans—f*an.d"*fromffﬁunbehevers_-—m
Christianity, = Rev. H. Wreford—
'On the nature of Christ’s unity. with
‘the Father., Rev. S. Hunter, of Wol-.
‘verhampton—On the improper ap-
plication of the name Socinians. to
modern Unitarian Christians. = Rev.,
H. Wreford — Popular ObJeCtIOHS
against Unitarian Christianity con-
Rev. S. Bache, of Bir-
mingham—Just views. of the Divine.
government dependent on. a -belief
-in-the sole Deity. of .God-the-Father.
‘Rev. H. Hutton,  of Birmingham—
Christ the power. of God and:the
Rev. T. Davies, of
Evesham — Reconciliation to. God.
through Jesus Christ. Rev. H,

Wreford—The obstacles” which im~

pede the progress of Unitarian Wor- .
ship. | .

MEAD-ROW CHRISTIAN TRACT

. SQCIETY. .
AN adjourned congregational meet-
ing was held in. the General Baptist
Meeting: House, Mead-row, Godal-
ming, on the evening of Sunday, the
4th of Noyember, when, being fully
convinced that the reason why.Uni-.
tarianism is not more prevalent is,
because it is so little known ; and
being desirous to do all in their
power towards elevating the reli-
gious and moral chayacter of the
people, the meetmO' resolved to form

y Mead~row Christian Traet Somety

That the society’s tracts might be:
circulated as much as possible, nine
distributors. were chosen, with. the
other requisite officers, and upwards
of forty persons have entered their
names as subscribers.. Several do~
nations having . likewise.. been.. re=
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celved, ordex*s have been sent for an:
immediate supply of tra ,. SO that
in a week or two it is hoped™
society W111 be in full opemtlon.

CORRECTION OF THE ¢ CHRISTIAN
PIONEER.

U\IIA R AN LHROhICL’Ea

‘pubhshed and thmk W8 have 8

right to espect that, in sq domg,-
ministers and others, who take lead-
ing parts at such meetings, should
strengthen our hands, rather than.
turn any accidental and unavoidable
imperfection to our disadvantage.
To the Editor of the Pioneer, one- of_

TaE December number of this peri-
odical has a report of the speech of
the Rev. W. Smith of Moor-lane,
Bolton, at the District Association
Meeting in that town on the 4th of
October last, introduced by the fol-
lowing paragraph

¢ In the Unitarian Chromcle and.

.Companlon to the Monthly Repo-

ave must -be allowed. a.word. of coms

sitory for November, appeared an
account of a meeting of the Bolton
District Association ; at which, on

health and prosperity to the advo-

cates of Unitarianism in Ireland and
in Secotland having been proposed,
the Rev. W. Smith is reported te
have talked about the toads and vipers

which ~croaked -in...the.marshes .of

Ireland ; and that such was the na-
tional closeness and caution of Scots-
men, that he was not certain he
knew the real opinions of any one
individual in Scotland with whom
he had been acquainted. We have
received a corrected report of the
outline of Mr. Smith’s observations
which we willingly insert,’

That ¢ corrected report’ we copy
from the Pioneer ; but ‘in doing so,

ment. The difference is not, as the
reader will, on comparison, perceive,
5o material as to warrant the manner
in which our report is referred to,
There are marks, moreover, of this
report having been made up by the
“help of ours. That came certified
to us by proper authority ; and ac-
cording to the rules of common
courtesy-should not have been im-
peached in any other publication
until the correction had been offered
to onrselves and refused. We take
credit for giving far more correct
and complete accounts of Unitarian
meetings than have ever before bheen

the warmest-hearted menr inthe
world, we impute nothing more than
a very slight inadvertence, and
should much regret his taking these
observations oifenswely in the small-
est degree.

* The Rev. Wllham Smlth Iate of
Dundee, and now supplying at the

‘meeting~house, MQOI lane, Bolton,

deeply sympathised in the sitnation.
of the Unitarians, both in' Ireland
and Scotland. As a native of Ireland,
hecould not but feel-much-inter ‘est. -
in the progress of liberal opinions
and unsophisticated Christianity in
that distracted country. He could

not anticipate much success to fol-

low_the._efforts of - those who advo~
cated pure religion in Ireland, until

his country had escaped from the
distractions of faction, and freed her-
self from the paralyzing system of
misrule  which. pressed her to the
earth, He did not cotrdemn the chief
governor of Ireland : he believed
that Anglesey was Ireland’s friend ;
but he was surrounded by the crea-
tures of faction, his counsels were

polluted by their yile suggestions,

and the administration of law com-
mitted into the hands of the decla.red

tools of a political party. . Let the
English government bamsh from
Ireland the faction which has so long
preyed upon her vitals, and battened
upon her misexies; let them be but
for one short year as great strangers

“to the shores, as their counterparts

in the animal creation, the toads and
vipers to which Erin’s green fields
refuse” sustenance or life ;—let Ires
land be no longer cursed by a churchy,
national only in the taxes which she
wrings from an impoverished peo-
ple ;—Ilet the administration of law
be entrusted to those who will dis
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pense 1t thh 1mpart1ahty, and not
have one mxerpretatlon of the statite.

“to suit the Protestant, and. another

to oppress the Catholie ;:—let these

benefits be conferred upon Ireland,

and she will no longer weary Eng«-
land with her perpetual complaints,
nor disgust her with narrativesof the
”"fﬁ”{)“St""“ShOCleg“"atl‘OCItleS“
land enjoy the. repose which follows
the lmparnal administration of law,
and her agitators will be hushed into
silence ox_perish in neglect; her
feuds will cease; and her chﬂdren
joyously beat the swords and spears
of unnatural warfare into the plough-
shares and pruning-hooks of moral
cultivation. |

¢ He had resided for some time

ast in ¢ the land. of the mountain

and the-flood,”” .. He-had seen--there .

the strong power ‘of early impres=
sions.
Scotland -imbibed the doctrines .of
Calvinism. Was it any wonder that

the progress of other opinions was

15

,resources i the supporh of unpopular
truth.
: stxuggle with these difficulties, stood
in need of our warmest sympathy,

The few who had courage to

and he thanked the meeting for the
expression of their fellow-feelmg in

the labours of their northern bre-

thren. He begged permission, before

Iet—“Ire=—~"s1ttmg‘rdown**te'propose*th e-health-of—

the chairman, to whose addressesy
during the evening, he had listened
wmh satlsfactlon and 1mprovement g

}

From infancy the people of

-slow? That progress he felt persuaded
was sure. A country that stood the
very first in the .scale of intellect
could not long remain behind in the
more valuable attainments of reli-
gious knowledge.. Many difficulties
opposed the labours of the Unitarian
preacher in Scotland. . His resi-
dence had not been sufﬁclently long,
to warrant him in speaking confi-
dently -of the prospects of the Uni.
tarian cause in that country. : There
‘was, soething~in. the ‘national ¢ha -
racter, which rendered it a matter of
time and difficulty to become . cor-
rectly acquainted with the sentiments
of those with whom the stranger as-
sociates. In his opinion, which he
gave in submlssmn to the Judgments
of those-more-experienced; the-great -
obstacles to the advancement of Uni-
tarianism in Scotland, were the ex-
istence of ancient .prejudices, long-
cherished associations,  and a na-
tional cautiousness of character,
which rendered even those who wepe
favourable to the Unitarian doctrine,
unwilling to peril their reputation-or

N

To the Edztor,

SIR,-—-I 1nclo<e you a.copy of the in-
scription on Mr. Curwen’s grave=
“stone, which you will, perhaps, insert.
It was . drawn up by the late excel=
lent.-man. John Hammond,.Esq.,.or .
‘Wm: Frend, Esq., I don't know
which. The parsen of Fenstanton;

succeeded, and removed the stone, bub
placed aneother in lieu of it, with. a &

common inscription, which, of cour-se;

is not  offensive "to hzs views of.

Christianity, as the obnoxious one
was. ~ I am, Sir, most respectfully,
Yours, &ec.

| T. E. Fisgzr.
St., Ives, November 9, 1832, |

¢ Inscnptcon on a Gravestone in Fen-
stanton Churchyard, Huntingdonshire.

JOHN CURWEN
Déscended from the anuent _
Family of that name in Cumberland,
was bom at Weldon. in Northamptonshxre,
o —Apil- 3451746~
Was appomted minister of
the Baptist congrega ation in this place
on June 3d, 1774, ‘
Opened a place for the worship, of one God
-in one person in the yeax 1789,
Died on March 10th, 1797.
In him a disconsolate widow and four
children lost a kind husband and tender

-fathen—the yillage-a-useful- sf:hoolnrmsitterm--w o

the Christians of his persuasion a pious
and, exemplary ‘teacher, and his
~ friends of every persuasmn
a man, whom they esteemed and loved fop
his zeal for: txuth, for his resignation
undex- vexy:trying circumstances
to the will of God, for his
cheerful disposition, for hs goodness to
. . gvery person m»n(.ed of hig advice
or assistance,




1’(‘}

From the year 1789 his. faith was derwed-

_ entirely from the Bible, and he bowed -
~ to no human authon.y but - -

that of Christ, dying in full hopes to 'be in - P
g  David Dav1s, (see Chrlstlan Mode-

- rator,’ vol. ii. y P 287’-289
Repository,’” vol. xxii. p. 692-695 and-
848.) More than one of their pre-
~sent ministers have given up the doc<

due time called again into beingby
“his Saviour, and to be made
partaker of his glory-in the
life to come.

Stdney, Godmanchester, feczt
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Dr. Charles: Lloyd* {see ‘Monthiy:.i’
Magazme for: 1812, vol.: "xx: i,
576-580), -and- ‘the.. late. »Rev. N

ré Monthly

The aboveé inscription is on an up-
right stone, on the right hand side of
the walk which leads from the church-
yard gate to the south door of the
church. It has remained there un-
molested about six years. On May
the 17th, 1803, the widow of the de-
ceased was surprised by a vis# from
the vicar of the parish, to. request
her to remove the gravestoneout of
the churchyard: and, in case of non-

comphance, he threatened to present
““jt'in form to the bishop: -The-widow -

refused to offer such-an indignity to
her husband’s remains, The bishop
of Lincoln is the person to whom, as
diocesan, the complaint either has
_been or is to_be made.! . .

. UNITARIAN STATISTICS.

Sir,—If the term Unifdrian is
‘used-in the article ¢ Unitarian Sta-
tistics,” in the same sense as it is
used by the Editor of the ¢ Monthly

Reposwory, and by the Umtarlan
Association, including all who be-
lieve in the subordination of Christ
Jesus, and his dependence on God the

- Father,-to.whom .only they.. pay.reli- . .
4 LA i - year 1802, upon-the congregations

gious worship, in contradistinction
to those Christians who worship God
as three persons, and believe the Son
- tobe equal with the Father, then is
the list of Unitarian congregations in
Wales very defective, particularly
as_it respects Cardiganshire, where

there are large congregations not

named, whose worshipis confined ‘to
one.object, even the God and Father
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who for
many years have been served by
ministers of eminent - talents, of
Arian sentiments—the Rev. David
Lloyd, Richard Lloyd, brother to

trime of pre-existence; and the lead——
1ng members have done the same.
Llwynrhydowen —John Dawes,
Dav1d Evans, 300.to 400. ~.Commu--
nion every month, about 500 200 to

300 communicants.; S.

Vadfa—A. branch’ of the same, |
150. About 80" communicants. .

~ Galltyplacca. John Davis, Dav1d
Evans, 200 to 300. About 100 com¢
municants. -

Penrhzw, Carmarthenshlre-—-l50 |

ArthurW 1111ams;~*asszstant*«preacherr;;
‘in the above-united: congnegatlons. S

Ciliau, . Cardiganshire — Thomas .
Griffiths, 100 to. 200 S
Cribin, Card:ganbhlre — Thomas

) Gnﬂ‘itzhs, 100 to 200.:

Caeronnen—John J eremy, 100 to
200

KﬂgwynmEvan Lewxs, 100 to
200. .

William. Rees, late mmlster 1n
Cardiganshire, has. lately opened a
new meeting-house, in.the same con-
nexion, near. Brechfa, Carmarthen—-
shire.
Pantydefaid. was a. secession frorn
Llwynrhydowen; and Capely. groes
from Ciliau and- Galltyplacca in:the

not_agreeing to. choose Dr.-Chatles
Llovd to be. co-,pastor with . the Rev.
David Davis, - their old. ‘minister.
But the seceders and the ‘old congre-
gations are now upon’ very friendly
terms.. . S

0 CARDIGANIENSIS

b

Sir,~—The return given of the Ge-
neral Baptist Congregation in “Tri-
nity Place, in*¢ Unitarian Statistics,’
having ceased to be a correct’ repre-
sentation of -our condition, T beg
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. leaVe to transmlt you the fo]lowmg s
Moran' congregatlon, average about
45 to 50. - Evening,; 70 to 80,

Sunday school, about 110 chlldren
on the books; average a,ttendanLe
morning .60, evenlng 70.

Besides our library we have a
tract society, by which 70 or 30

dowed school for- clothmg and ‘edu-
‘cating 41 boys.

Page - 147, you ‘have ¢ Co]yton
under Derbyshire ; should it not. be
in Devonshire, near Axminster ?

At Plymouth, the minister is the
Rev. W. Odgers.

families are supplied with tracts
which are exchanged weekly.

Allow me to suggest that the value
of the returns would have' been in-
creased by their ‘being dated. Our
own, for instance, referred to a pe-
riod eighteen months or more, I be-
lieve, ago, - I am the more anxious
to correct the return, as we are likel
soon to have to appeal to the libe-
rality of our brethren to enable us
to procure -a more suitable place

-of worship;and-it-isright they should

know that we are neither mactlve
nor declining. - I am, Sir,
You1 obedient Servant
~ Josepu CaLrow MEgaNs.

Mr, Edltor,—-—My cono-regatlon has
increased,-and is increasing ; 1t is now
30 to 50. '

J. PrarTts, Doncaster.

Lewin’s Mead Chapel, Bristol—
Rev. Dr. Carpenter, Rev. Brooke
Aspland ; morning 500t0 600 ; even-
ing 300 to 400.

Weekly Schools—Infant %chool *
from 2to 6 years old, about 100,
Intermedlate,* from 6 to 9 years old,
about 100.  Girls? Charity, from 9 to
14 years old, about 20. Boys’ Cha-
rity, from 9-to 14 years old, about
36. .

Sunday Schools, about 150,

Bridgewater—Christ Church Cha-
pel, Rev, Mr. James; morning, 70
tbo 100-;-evening--100-to—-150:5Li;

Frenchay Chapel, near Bristol—
John Tingcormbe; 50 to 80,; L.

Coventry—Henry Wreford ; 250 ;
L.; $8.; boys 41, girls 73 ; an en-

* Inthese two schools the children pay a
sm‘all su;n weekly.
Tor., I1.

LETTERS FROM FRANCE.
| Parls, November 24

Our Protestant affairs contmue

nearly in the same state; the statu

quo system, favourite maxim of -our

government, extends to religious

questions; and  our present admi-
nistration, mindful only of the ways
and means of assuring a majorely in
the House, incapable of taking. .the. .
‘lead in any great and philosophical
plan of reformation for the country,
appears determined to support the
powers that exist, and shows rather
‘a good deal of. deference for the
Catholic “clergy.
“testants, our reformed church sPhts
every day more and more into the two
parties of Methodists and Anti-me-
thodists ; we begin to use for these
last, the proud word of liberaux en
'relzgzon You must be aware, how=
ever, that by the expression as it is
understood here of Methodzste.s', We do
not-mean people in strict connexion

- with the Wesleydn English society.

We call by this name in our churches
‘everyperson who exhibits anexs
aggexated docrmatxcal chdracter, and
who maintains in an intolerant strain
our old forms of Calvinistic faith.
We clearly anticipate a time, not
perhaps very remote, when our
French churches will actually divide
_into.two.. denommatlons,mhavmg each .
their special ministers and- their in+
dependent academles This, how=~
ever, would be giving the Catholics
a sad spectacle. However, this must
some day or other take place, and
English methodistical influence will
give as good an aid as it can that

way. For example, we had téie other

“A§for TS Pro-—
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. day, a.consecralion at Montivilliers, -and that the only engagement which:
Seine Inferieure (Normandy), or he cantake in accordance with Chris-
rather the reception of a young mi- tian liberty is that.of preaching the-
nister, Sohier, as pastor of the gospel,as he understands ¢t. Then,
church. Now in these ceremonies, if his views are not those of the con-
there is always a clash between the gregation, of course he mast resign.:
two parties on the ground of the But a new question presented itself
oath to be taken by the new mi- at Montivilliers; the new minister

~—mnister.—Our-ancient-forms-mest-de-—consented-to-take-the.oath,—and-even .
cidedly provide that each pastor, on in:e,isted on taking it. - Yet, we main- -
his reception, must swear strict and tain, that even in that case, the as-
complete adherence to our confes- sembled pastors had no right to -
sion de foi, which is nothing less demand, or even to accept,-the en-
than high Calvinism. This oath a gagement, which is, in any case,
great number of our young ministers null and void. For the only autho-
will not take. In order then to. rity, competent in this case, was not .
evade the difficulty, our rational consulted,—I meanthe congregation
party caused long since to be adopt- at large. If, observed very justly;
ed the Genevese form of oath, which Le Protestant, which took up this view
is that the received pastor swears of the case, the majority of the flock

- that he will preach the doctrine as it  choose o Calvinistic pastor, then well
is contained in the books of the Old and good; but, as long as the mem-
and New Testament. This mode, al- bers have not decided on that point,
lowing a complete freedom of inquiry, no assembly of divines, synod, meet-
our sainfs loudly exclaim against for ing, or any other, has a right to
the simple reason, that, according to bind down the opinions of a minister

“them, there is no true doctring i~ of Christ;-and to receive his-declara=
the revelation but that one which, tion that-he will only preach the
Roman like, they have determined gospelin a certain way to a clurch
themselves, and drawn up in the which has been consulted. Such is
shape of articles. However, till now, the opinion that friends of religious
our saints had been obliged to sub- inquiry ‘adopt here. I considered,
mit, and they had failed in the tyran- for my part, the conduct of the conse-
nical attempt of imposing their own crafors at Montivilliers, as arrogant
particular scheme of mysticism and and tyrannical; and had I been a
absurdity. But at Montivilliers, member of the charch, I would have
owing, in part, to the dogmatical in- entered a formal protest against
terference of two ministers, De the tendering of such -an oath, on
Felice, of "Bolbe¢, and Paumier, of the-ground-that-the-majority-of-the
Rouen, both half Methodists, a series church is not Calvinistical. We hope
of articles were drawn up, and ten- that the congregation at large will
dered to the new minister. They come to a decision of the kind.
included, of course, the Calvinistic We have had a nomination lately
views of the trinity, of expiation, that will produce some impression
and ot justification by faith; the among ourProtestants. Mr. Matter,
young man took-the. blind oath, con- ex-professor of history_in the _aca- .
trary to the opinion of Reville, mi- demy of Strasbourg, Lutheran pas-
nister at Dieppe, and Alégre, at the tor, has been removed to Paris, and
Havre, two pious and enlightened named to the high station of Inspec-
pastors. One of the principles of leur-général de I'Université. M.
us liberals in religion is, that in any Matter has been lately entrusted
case no minister ought to be com- by the minister, Guizot, with the pub-
pelled or even demanded to swear his lication of "a periodical, in order to
adherence to any dogma whatever, favour the progress of*elementary in-
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struction ; this. is-well and good
our greal nation has atleast ten mil
Iions- of inhabitants who can neither
read nor “write.: .
theologian,a very learned philologist,
an elegant writer, author of several
first-rate works, and among the rest
of a very able History of the Philo-

sophical_School of _Alexandria,—and—terial—Character-—DMr—Josi iah—Ke—

especially of a valuable History of
Gnosticism. He has put beyond all
doubt, in this last work, according to
the views of Priestley, that nu merous
and clear allusions to the. qpecml
tenets of Gnosticism appear in the
gospel of John and the epistles of
Paul. He is publishing at this mo-
ment an Ecclesiastical History (five
vols. 8vo.), which is by far our best.
Matter is, of course, a rational Chris-
tian ; but he follows too much that
mlddle ‘path, which is the favourite
road of all those who, wishing to
offend nobody, please nobody alto-
: gether He will still do much good,
and is' perhaps our most learned Pro-
-testant-writer:—You~know-that-Mr:
Goepp, one of the Lutheran pastors
of Paris, has received from Louis
Philip the cross of gfficer of the Le-
gion of Honour, for having married
at Compeigne the Queen of Belgium.
He was before kmght of the order;
and the -difference is that he will
wear a gold - star instead of a silver
one. Mr. Goepp is a very good and
enlightened man; "but can you con-
ceive anything more prodigious, than

- to see-a-minister-of--Christ-receiving -

a feudal star for a religious cere-

mony? Alas, such is France, only

two years after the revolution of
July ! ' 0.

ANNUAL VISITATION OF THE
DIVINITY SCHOOL.*
Tue sixteenth annual visitation of
the Divinity School, at Cambridge,
took place on. Wednesday, the 18th
July, in the College chapel. . The
exercises were mtroduced with

* This and the folluwmg articles of Amew
rican Unitarian Intelligence, are from the
Boston Christian Register.

“for

Matter is. a goed

prayer by Profeesor Palfxev, at- ten
o’clock, and were as follows,—with
the exception of Nos. 2 and 9, reces-
cessarily omitted :— a

1. Expositien of John {iil. 1-12.—

‘Mr. Horatio Wood. .

2. Reinhard and Oberlin com-
pared, as Examples of the Minis«

Waite.
3. On Monastic Institutions. ——Ml.

John D. Sweet.

Hymn by the Choir of the Divinity

School.

Come thou Almighty ng !
Hélp us thy name to sing; &c.

On the Importance of Investiga-
tion into the Testimony of Scripture

respecting Controverted Doctrines.
—Mr. Andrew P. Peabody.

5. On Edrnestnesq in the cause
of Christianity, as distinguished from

zeal for a peculiar scheme of Chris-

tian Doctrine.—Mr. Henry A, Miles.

Anthem—The Lord will comfort Zion ; &c.
6. On George Fox and John VVeq-

» ley, as-founders of ‘religious sects==_"" -
‘Mr. Rufus A. Johnson.

7. On the effect of the situation of
the writers of the New Testament
upon their writings.—Mr. Charles
A. Farley.

8. On the unhappiness of a scep-
tical state of mind.—Mr. Curtis

Cutler.
Anthem— Lord of all power and might; &ec.

9. On the value of Christian In-
stitutions.—Mr. Reuben Bates.
10, On_Authority, as tending. . to..
restrain the just exercise of reason
in matters of Faith.—Mr. Charles
Babbidge.

11. The Young Minister’s antici-
pations,—Mr. Joseph Angier,

The following selected hymn was
then sung by the cholr, all of whose

‘performances were in'a style of un-

usual excellence. The exercises were
concluded with prayer by Professor
Palfrey, Dean of the Faculty.

HYMN.

O God, whose presence glows in all
Wlthm, around us, and above !
Thy word we bless, thy name we call,
Whose word is Truth, whose ngme is Love,
2
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_That truth be with the heart believed
Of all who seek this sacred place;
With power proclaimed, in peace received;

Our spirits’ light, thy Spirit’s grace.

Direct and guard the youthful strength
Devoted to'thy Son this day ;

And give thy word full course at length
O’er man’s defects and time’s decay.

~ Send down its angel to our side ;

—~———8end-in-its-calm-upon-the_breast. .MWW__‘P rofessor-W.

Fur we would know no other guide,

.And we can need no other rest,

We cannot speak particularly of
the various performances. As a
whole, they were of a high order,
and were listened to with great ap-
parent interest by a large audience
of the first respectability.

Had the public performances of
the dav'been confined to the usual
exercises of the School on these occa-
s1ona, no one we think could have
gone away without feeling’
morning had been profitably spent.
To these exercises were added on
this occasion, in the afternoon, se-
veral interesting and highly eloquent
- addresses before- the -* Philanthropic
Society of the Divinity School.’

-The exercises before this Society
commenced at four o’clock. The
meeting was opened with prayer by
Rev. Dr. Ware, after which Profes-
sor H. Ware, jun., at the request of
the Society, explained to the audi-
ence the origin and purposes of the
Society, and briefly addressed the
assembly on its importance, and the
advantages that might be expected

to-arise -from. it to the members.of.

the School, and through them to the
community.

We were informed that the great
purpose of the Society was an in-
quiry respecting the moral and reli-

gious wants of the community, and
~particularly of those portions of it,
whose situation calls for the sympa-

thy and aid of their more favoured
brethren.

It appears that the young gentle-
men of the Divinity School have in-
terested themselves in the condition
of the prisoners in the State Prison
»~in Charlestown, and the County Jail

~ tion.

‘that his

of the. Divinity School.
dresses were all of them well-timed

UNI'l‘ARlAN €H RONICLE

Cin Cambrldge, and have regularlyf'

visited them on Sunday for the pur-

pose of imparting  religions. instruc-
.'This attention to the prisons
excxted an interest in the condition
and wants of other. classes of the
community, and resulted in the form-
ation of the Philanthropic Society.

Rev. Mr. Fox, of Newburyport, and
Mr. Barnard, of this city, both re=
cently members of the School, and
Society. The assembly was also
successively addressed by Dr. Follen,
‘of Cambridge, Rev. Mr. Gannett,

. and Dr. Tuckerman of Boston, and -'

Rev. Messrs. Farley, of Providence,
Whitman, of Waltham, Parkman,
and Taylor, of Boston,and Mr, Wood,
The ad:

and appropriate; breathing the true

| apn it of Christian philanthropy.

None, we think, who  listened to
What was uttered there, could have

gone away without a“deeper- interest

in the moral condition and wants of -
‘the poor, the friendless, and the op-
pressed, and, in a word, of all his
fellow-beings, a more solemn sense
of duty in regard to them, and a
more resolute purpose of active use-
fulness.

These were the first pubhc exer-
cisesbefore the Philanthropic Suciety
They were to us, and we feel confi-

‘dent they were to all present, in the
“highest dégree pleasantand attractive:

If they should continue on future
occasions to form a part of the public
exercises of the day, we doubt not
they will aid much in awakening a
greater interest in the Annual Visi-
tation.

THE SUNDAY LIBRARY.

A new and much needed publi-
cation is about to be commenced by
Messra. Brown, Shattuck, and Co.,
of Cambridge. It will be called
‘' The  Sunday Library for Young'

are—having-concluded . _
his remarks, he was followed by
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‘Perbons,” and will be edited by
Rev. Henry Ware, Jr. Professor of
Pulpit Eloquence and the Pastoral
Care, in Harvard University. The
following is the Prospectus —

It is deSIgned in this series to
supply to young persons, of about
the age of twelve to sixteen years, a

——sguccession—of-instructive—and—inte="—"

resting books on subjects of religi-
ous truth-and duty, suited to occupy
their attention on the Sabbath. It
will be an object to render them' as
entertaining ‘as may  be consistent
with this great purpose, but no place
will be allowed in them for fictitious
narrative. It is hoped that works
founded exclusively on truth, treat-
ing of the history of our religion
-and the excellent men who have

adorned it,.and. lllustratmg prmc1ples~ E

of Natural Religion and passages of
Holy Writ, may have sufficient at-
traction without the aid of fiction,
The publishers have been encou-
raged to believe that such an under-

, o THE JEWS |
In Palestine, of late years, they have
greatly increased. It is said that
not fewer thanten thousand inhabit
- Saphet and Jerusalem, and that in
their worship they still sing those
pathetic hymns which their manifold
tribulations have inspired, bewalhng,'

amid-the ¥uins of their ancient capi-
tal, the fallen city and the desolate
tribes In Persia, one of them ad-
dressed a Christian missionary’ in
these affecting words: ¢ 1 have tra-
velled far; the Jews are every where
princes in comparison with those in
the land of Iran. Heavy is our cap-

tivity, heavy is our burden, heavy is

our slavery; anxiously we wait for
redemption.’ :
History, says an eloquent writer,
is-a record-of ‘the past;- it presumes"
not to raise the mysterious veil
which the Almighty has spread over
the future. The destinies of this
wonderful people, as of all mankind,
are in -the hand of the All-wise .

taking” would be thought seasonable
by religious parents and- teachers ;

and hope to furnish works ‘Whlch
shall be profitable to families in
general, as well as to the class of
persons for whom they are parti-
cularly designed.

The first volume, containing the
¢ Life of the Saviour,” by the ‘editor,
will appear on the 1st J anuary, 1833,

Some of the subjects intended to
be treated in the succeeding volume
are—=¢Historyof “the Planting
Chrlstlanlty, —¢ History of the Re-
formation,—¢ Lives of Martyrs, and
other Emment Christians,’—¢ Fulfil-
ment of Prophec1es, —* Duties of
Childhood,” &e. These will appear
in such order as may suit the con-
venience.of-the-several-writers: - - -

Terms.—Tur Sunpay LIBRARY
will be handsomely printed, in vo-
lumes of about 250  pages, 18mo., at
intervals of about two or three
months, on a new type and good
Paper, and neatly bound in full
glazed cloth, at 62 1-2 cents per
volume,

e

"~ Ruler of the universe ; hlS decrees

will certainly be accomphshed his
truth, his goodness, and his wlsdom
will be clearly delcated This,
however, we may venture to assert,
that true religion will advance with
the dissemination of sound know-
ledge. ~The more enlightened the
Jew becOmes, the more incredible

~will it appear to him, that the gra

cious Father of the whole human
race intended an exclusive faith, a
creed “confined to--one family to be
permanent ; and the more evident
also will it appear to him, that a
religion which embraces within the
sphere of its benevolence all the
kindreds and languages of the earth,
is alone adapted to an 1mproved and

civilized-age: —

‘We presume not to expound the
signs of the times, nor to see far-

“ther than we are led by the course

of events; but it is impossible not
to be struck with the aspect of the
grandest of all moral phenomena
which is suspended upon the history
and actual condition of the sona of



Jacob. -
nearly as numerous as when David
 swayed the sceptre of the: twelve
tribes; their expectations are the
same; and on whatever part of the

earth’'s surface they
~ abode, their eyes and their faith are

all pointed in the same direction—to

At this 'moment, they - are

have thelr
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thie emanmpatlon of Chnstlamtyfrom.-'
“the enormous- mass of corrupt and

erroneous. tenets, which ‘the negli-
gence or ignorance of some, and
the artifice or avarice and ambition
of others, had accumulated during a
period of one thousand years, under
an implicit obedience to the arro-

the land of their fathers, and the
holy city where they worshipped.
Though rejected by God, and perse-
cuted by man, they have not once,
during 1800 long years, ceased to
repose confidence in the promises
made by Jehovah to the founders of
their nation: and although the heart

has often been sick, and the spirit

faint, they have never relmqu]shed
the h0pe of that bright reversion in
the latter days, which is once more

' to establish the Lord’s house on the

top of the mountains, and to make

Jerusalem the glory of the whole,

world

SOME ACCOUNT. OF. V,TH.E:,PEOPLE_

~CALLED ¢ CHRISTIANS.

Tue following account of the Chris-
tlan Denomination appeared as a
cemmunication in a recent number
of the ¢ Brooklyn Christian Monitor

¢ The proposals of the “ Monitor”
seem to say, * Thou art permitted to
speak for thyself.” I would there-
fore avail myself of this medium to
lay before your readers a short
sketch of the people who call them-
- selves. * Christians.”  Their views
of Christianity are not so well
known as they could wish. Through
want of candid frankness or a lack
of proper information, in many who
have spoken and written to the pub-
lic concerning this people, a very
unpleasant  impression bas been

madé upon thé mind of somey but

this they must bear, in common with
all who have taken an advanced step
towards the restoration of primitive
Christianity.

¢ The different denominations since
the Protestant era have, no doubt,
according to the circumstances under
‘which they laboured, contributed to

gatt pretensions of-the—Church-of—

Rome. But the, church has tra-
vailed in pain to be delivered from
these corruptions, for each sect
fixed its bounds, a creed, beyond
which none might pass unmolested.
Though the Christian philosopher
finds much to regret, he will “fing
much to admire in the slow but
steady progress of truth, righteous-
ness, and hberty, until - he is over-
whelmed in the flood of glory that

‘bursts - upon--the--Redeemet’s. kmg-

dom, when the rights of man, like
the seven thunders, uttered and de-
fended by the unyielding friends of
civil and religious liberty, who had

‘met in North America, like rays of

light in a focus, had burnt asunder
the chords that united Charch and
State, and left the gospel free to
bear its own testimony, and rise by
its own excellency. Then the clouds
of bigotry grew thin and broken,
and ¢ the sun of righteousness s‘hone
forth with healing on his wings,”
and they that feared or reverenced
that name which is above every
name, went forth from seotarian
names:- and men’s inventions, .and
grew up as calves of the stall: - Then
we could speak comfortably to Zion
and say thy warfare is accomplished,
the stepsof thy return will nolonger
be marked with blood.

¢ Reader, think of the era of our
republic, and the vast preparations

-of an over~1‘uhng Providence-in-.the..

events antecedent and subsequent,
and say whether it might not have
been expected that the Church of
God would pitch her tents on new
ground.
‘ It was soon after this eventful
period, that the Christian denomina-
tion made its appearance, and it is I
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beheve the only permanent denomi-
nation that had its” birth in the
New World. . In the hlstory of this

society, some thmgs have heen con-

sidered worthy of remark. This
people made their appearance nearlv
at the same time in three extreme
divisions of the United States, in the

States ; and were unknown to each
other for some time. They originated
in three of the most numerous and
active denominations in this country,
the . Episcopal Methodists in the
south, the Presbyteriansin the west,
- and . the Calvinist Baptists in the
north. With all the differences that
are known to exist among these,
and with all the prejudices of educa-
tion, they adopted the principle that

the scriptures are an _all-sufficient
rule of faith and practice, and that

- they had an equal right with the
men of any age or country to Judge
of their meamng, ‘and apply them. in
practice. The ministers and churches

“inthese different sections-of the couii~ -

try, by laying aside their p_latfoxms
and creeds as worse than useless, and
going to the Bible alone to learn their
religion, were found when they pub-
lished their views to harmonize in
Thame, in doctrine, in ordinances, and
in church government. I cannot
better express the manner in which
the ministers of this society urged
the impropriety of human ereeds, and

the sufficiency of the scriptures, than.
by-quoting the-language and -state- -

ment of the learned John Lawrence
Mosheim, in the introduction to his
* Church History.”

¢ As long as they [the sacred
Wwiitings, ] were the only rule of faith,
religion preserved its native purity,

and .in. proportion.as.their decisions ..

were either neglected or postponed
to the inventions of men, it degene-
rated from its primitive and divine
simplicity.’

The first preachers of this society
were bent upon cultivating a senti-
ment like that expressed in the noble
prayer of the pious John Wesley

found in. the preface to his ¢ Notes
upon the New Testament.’

¢ Would
to God that all the party names and
unscriptural phrases and - forms,
which have divided the Christian
world were forgot and that we
might all agree to sit down together
as humble, loving disciples, at the

--~L-South.etm-,-,-Western,_*andwNorthe1 n—{feet-of-our-common—-Master;—to-hear—

his word, to imbibe his spirit, and to
transeribe his life into our own.’

The ministers of this reform set forth

the scripture of the Old and New

'Testament as a ‘most solid and pre-

cious system of divine truth ; which
they whose appetite is not vitiated
by the doctrines of men, prefer to all

~ writings of men, however wise, or

learned, or holy But creeds and
doctrmes that cannot be expressed

in scripture language, were treated .

by them as unworthy of any respect;
for, sald they, if_creeds _and confes-

vhat is plainly ex-
they are use-
well take it

‘“ﬁxst handed in the B 1ble, agseconid=

handed in the creed. And if they
contain what is not in scripture they
should be rejected as an innovation.
They adopted this rule, A scri ipture
doctrine may be expressed in serip-
tural language, but a doctrine that
cannot be expressed in scripture lan-
gnage may be called in question.

AMERICAN UNITARIAN AqSOCIA-

TION,

CurisTiaN REGISTER, BosToN, Oc'r 20,
1832.

A meeting of gentlemen from the

several parishes, who had been in-
vited to serve as committees in their
respective parishes in behalf of the
American Unitarian Association, was

holden at the Berry-street Vestry, on..

Sunday evening last, to consider the
measures to be taken to obtain funds
for.the support of a General Agent
of the Association. Professor Pal-
frey was chosen chairman, and G. A.
Sampson, Esq. secretary.  Judge
Rogers then addressed the meeting
and stated in substance that after
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much delav whxch ‘had been “occa-

sioned by the then impending danger

of disease and the absence of so
many from the city during the sum-
mer months, the Unitarian Associa-
tion ‘were now about to present this
measure to the consideration of the
public He then stated the d()ings

‘UNITA RIAN CHROZN ICLE.

‘country, sun‘ounded by other denak'f |

minations speaking and.acting.with
seventy towards them and. cherish.

ing very opposite views of truth, it -

was the tendency of human nature
in avoiding one extreme to be driven
into the other, and the most. active

_ principle of conduct was opposition

‘of a meeting which had previously
Leen held, and the resolves and do-
‘ings of a large committee which had
been raised for the purpose of carry-
ing the undertaking into effect. He
.said that committees had been ap-
| pointed in the country and circulars
sent to the several churches and as-
sociations of Unitarian Christians ;
and that as far as there had been any
opportunity to hear from them, there
" were the most encouraging pledges
- of 'success: -~ He then -proved the ne-
cessity of the appointment. of an
agent, to superintend the publica-
tions and to conduct the correspond-
ence of the Association, which had

Jbecome too extensive for the present

arrangement, and was every day
extending itself more and more;
t0 be a common centre of commu-
nication among all who had a com-
mon cause and common interests;
to visit-and ascertain the situation,
wants, and habits of every part of
our land, that he might give aid, in-
forma,t:on, sympathy, and encourage-
ment, and to devote the energies of
his whole mind to the great cause of
Liberal Christianity, free from the
claims of local and professional duty.
He anticipated only one objection,
that such a movement might appear
‘to have too sectarian a tendency, but
this conclusion would be found to be
a mistaken one. lt was the end and
object which we had'in view and the
‘éans by which they-were pursued;
which made a measure sectarian.
Organization would make us more
successful both as to our means and
ends, but would by no means change
their nature. The practical result
would show a different tendency.—
‘When & body of Christians were
scattered over a large extent of

to those who—werehostile-to~them:—
But when a means of communication
had been opened between the scats
tered members of this body, and they
began to communicate their thoughts; -
feelings, and opinions, to rely upon
each other and become - strong and -
1fident in their union—a new prins -
of action was introduced; and
re influenced more by then'
respect and attachment for' their
friends than by the hostility of their
opponents: - No-one-could-doubt.for.
a moment which situation was most
favourable to” the development of a
narrow and sectarian spirit. But
the argument was, that, because

_others had abused measures of this

kind for party purposes, therefore
the object itself was bad. - If ?hg)

‘abuse of anything is reason .against

its use, the argument is fatal to -all
the transactions of life, for our daily
meat and drink and all the neces-
saries of life have been sometimes
abused to the worst purposes :- it is
an argument against Christianity
itself, for vsectaru_amsm is one of the
abuses of Christianity. Whether this
measure had any sectarian tendency

‘would depend upon' the personseé-

lected to fill this place, and if :we
trusted to the opinions of our friends,
or of even many of our opponents;
we should find in the choice, which
had been marle, a conclusive answer
to the objection. After some other

‘remarks, -he-—offered - themfollowmgw

resolutions : —

“ Resolved, 'That we are deeply
impressed with the utility and neces-
sity of the appointment of'a General
Agent of the American Unitarian
Association, and heartily concur in
the general approbation with which
their choice has heen received, and
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A that we entertam the . greatest X

pectation of benefit to. the. cause of -

Liberal : Christianity from the piety;
leammg, and talent to be devoted to
the duties of this office..
¢« Resolved, That it is expedlent
that a general pubhc meeting should
be held in this city as soon as con-
—venientyfor-the-purpose-of-addressing
the body of Liberal Christians in
behalf of the undertaking; that the
gentlemen who have been invited to
be present here and to serve as com-

mittees in the several parishes, be

requested to use their. efforts to
mduce those to attend at that meet-

gwho can best aid this measure
bv their 1nﬂuence, ‘wealth, talents,

and interest in.the cause.’ ,
Professor. Palfrey -then . addressed

the meeting. .He said that we must

consider the relatlons in  which we
stood to our brethren in the country,
to the candidate who had been

elected, and to Christians of other

denomina,tions,' since we had de=

‘claréd the necessity of this mieasire,”

had called on others for aid, and
had, by inviting a gentleman to ac-
cept the office, pledged ourselves for
the means of enabling him to accept
and perform 1its duties. What would
be said by others, if we should not
proceed with spirit in an undertaking
which we had declared to be so.im-

portant to the interests.of Liberal

Christianity ? Professor Palfrey made
many. other judicious and appropriate
remarks;which have “escaped-us; as
we made no. notes at the time.
George Bond, Esq., then made
some inquiry respecting the amount
of permanent funds intended to be
raised. ; whether :it was -proposed
to raise a sum sufficient for the en-

tire..support..of...an . Agent,. .inde-. .

pendently of subscriptions for any
number of years or annudl cont;u-
butions.

Judge Rogers answered that it
had been determined to receive do-
nations to a fund, and subscriptions
for any number of years, at the

1in its suceess.

2

pleasure of each contnbutor '"hopmg._‘ |
to obtain .the advantage of a suﬁi-

- cient fund to give security. and per

manency to the appointment, though -
it still might be dependent for part

- of its support upon the favour which

its usefulness wouid certainly secure
from the liberality of the public.

the meeting. He said that if it had

- been the 1ntent of the measure to

send an Agent into the parishes of
other denominations to divide and ex-
cite them, if he were to go wherever
he was called merely to build up a
party, he should have had no interest.
But no such course
was intended to be pursued. The
Agency was intended for the pro-
motion of pure  Christianity, by

strengthening our own denomination ..

indeed, yet without injuring others.
There were many placés where Li-
beral Christians were suﬁ‘icxently
strong to establish societies and
were ready to_do this, if they re-

ceived ~ proper sympathy and em: -

coutagement, without any attempt at
proselyting those around them. He
knew of two societies which had
been. formed, in different places, who
from some dlsappomtment and  dis-
couragement, which might have been
prevented, had ceased to support
public. worship. 'They were still
ready to make another attempt, if
by some measure of this kind, they
should receive countenance and en-

" “couragerent" ‘in- their "endeavours, -

That there was a wide field for the
usefulness of an Agent, limited only
by his ability. That the corre-
spondence and other duties of the
Secretary had become so extensive,
that the performanee of the duty re-

-quired-had..been.long attended.with .. .

great sacrifices, and seemed incom-
patible with the paramount claim of
a parish upon his services.:

We regret that we have not been
able to give the whole of the remarks
of the several speakers, or to do jus-
tice to those which we have been able

Rev-Me-RParkman-then-addressed—-
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to retain, They appeared to oonvmce

the audience of the duty and import-
ance of the effort which they were
called to make, and the resolutions
were adopted by a unanimous vote.

VISITOR OF THE POOR.

Extract from Dr. Tuckerman’s Introductiori '

‘virtue are realities 7 Or would you -

be instructed how to use prosperity;
or how to meet, to bear, and to im-
prove under aﬁhct;lon ! Go, and do
the good which you may in one or
more of these families. Be their
friend, their adviser, their comforter;
and relieve them, if so it must be, at

Tt the ¢ Visitorof thePoor™
But there are hundreds of poor
families, evenin our small city, where
few or none of the difficulties to
which I have adverted are to be en-
countered. There are intemperate
men, and mtemperate women, who
will oppose no direct resistance to
your efforts to reclaim . and save
them. And, if you cannot reclaim
them, unspeakably great are the
blessings you may extend to their
children.- - There- are, too, poor fami-
“lies-in which there is no intemper-
ance. They may lack judgment, or
physical strength, or both ; and may
not only, in consequence, be. exposed
‘to_occasional and great want of the

necessaries of life, but greatly un-

fitted for the dxscharge of parental
duties. There are cases, also, of
very virtuous wives and mothers,
who have intemperate hushands,from
whom they receive no aid in the
moral charge of their families ; and
who need this, and would receive it,
more gratefully than any other aid.
There are aged men, and aged
women, of great piety and worth,
whose only earthly resource is in
the charity of others; and there
are those, who, though not old, are
equally infirm, and unable to prov1de
for their own support. I know not,
indeed, the intercourse which man
may have with man, in which better
lessons of wisdom are to be learned,
than in- free and -affectionate com~
munication with some of these fami-
lies. Would you be taught * the
art of Divine Contentment?’ Or
would you be made more sensible of
your blessings, and more grateful
for them? Or would you have a
doubt resolved, whether religion and

to school

the expense to yourse!f of some per——
sonal gratification. Nor can I fail
to particularize the large class of
Wld()\VS, who often need assistance
in the government of their children;
in keeping them at school, and in
providing places for them when they
are at an age when they cannot.go.
I might, indeed, make a
long specification of services, of great
importance for those for whom they.
are to be performed, and which will

Tequire but little expense but-of sym-- -

pathy and time. Nor will a mind at
once sympathlzmg and JlldlClOllS be
long ignorant of the most important
services which are to be rendered to
a poor family, nor of the means’ of
doing them good The first object |

however, let it not be forgotten, is,
to obtain their con‘ﬁdence, and, if
possible, their affection. If you are
qualified to be to them a teacher
of the principles and duties of re-
ligion, happy will it be hoth for
them and for yourself. But, if you
are not, will it be a small good if
you can gradually bring cleanliness
into a disordered and filthy family ;

.if you can teach parents the import-

ance of a good parental example’;
if you can check the waywardness
and disobedience of children, and
encourage them to love one another,
and to obey their parents; if you
can keep children at school, who
would otherwise have been idlers at

‘home; and-perhaps vagrants-;-if;—by

apprenticing a boy, you shall have
rescued him from a prison; or, by
placing a girl in a well-ordered fa-
mily, you shall have saved her from
probable ruin? Again, then, I be-
seech you, before you shall decide
that you are not qualified for any of
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‘these o{’ﬁces, falrly and fa.lthfully to’

make trial of one or more of them.
If you shall be successful, you will
need, and you will ask, no other en-

couragement. The reward to him
who gains it, is immense, It is
better than silver or gold. It will

ake you wish to be immortal, if for

o other-reason;—t hat—*you*mav*b e-a—tue—Goyand-do-wh at-you-wisely-may——

m1n1ste1 of the goodness and mercy
of God, as long asthere shall be any
among all his creatures to whom
the ministry of his mercy may be
extended. .

There are those, indeed, who
shrink from the thought of the con-

dition of the children of want and

“suffering. The office of a visitor of
the poor would seem to them to be
the office of a self-torturer. They

‘have .hardly an association. with po=-.

verty, but of squalidness, and igno-
" rance, and debasement, and vice.
And all these, it“is admltted. are to
be found in the abodes of many of
the poor. But should even these

~ fellow-beings be left in unpitied and™

unmitigated misery? Who has
made thee, thou who turnest with
revolting and disgust from this spec-
tacle—who has made thee to differ

from these thy fellow-mortals and

fellow-immortals ? And what hast
thou which thou hast not received ?
And why did God bestow on thee
thine abundance, but that, while he
would win thee to the holy exercises
of gratitude and love by the multi-

tude of 'his blessings, he would also -

honour thee as an instrument of his
compassion and goodness to the suf-
ferers, whom he has enabled thee to
relieve and bless by his bounty ?

Away, then, with this morbid sen-
sibility ; this false delicacy; and

despair not--to-find..a. remedy.of the -

evil, even in that which appears to
thee would be its greatest aggrava-
tion,—a friendly connexion, and a
familiar intercourse, with some poor
and distressed family, Let this fa
mily be selected for you by another,
if you know mnot how to select it for
yourself. Go to it, that you may
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learn ‘how you may be useful to it.

Go, and carry with you a garment”

for a half-clad child, which its parent

could not have provxded for it; and
gain for yourself an interest in the
heart of this child, and avail yourself
of this interest to strengthen in its
heart the principles of piety and vir-

to relieve the most pressing wants of
this parent, when she knows not where
tolook for relief. Go to her when she
shall be upon the bed of disease, and
alleviate the distresses of sickness by
your sympathy, your counsels, and
consolations ; and by supplying her
with a few of the comforts with which
you would yourself be surrounded,

if you were on the bed of smkness{

Go, and open your heart to a sensi-

‘bility, at once ‘of the weakness, and .
wants, and difficulties, and struggles
~of this family ; of God’s goodness-to

yourself; and of the unutterable hap-
piness of relieving distress, and of
calling forth in the heart a sentiment

of true ‘gratitude to God; andjou

will find that poverty, which, it may
be, seemed to you like Shakspeare's
toad, ¢ ugly and venomous,” may yet
‘ wear a precious jewel in its head.’
You will find that you may learn
from the poor quite as much as you
can teach them; and may receive,
through them, as many and as im-
portant benefits, as you can confer
upon them,

THE TRUE METHOD OF DIFFUS-
ING UNITARIAN PRINCIPLES,
From an excellent Sermon preached by the
Rev. Mr. Upham, of Salem, at the Anni-
versary of the Auxiliary Unitarian Associa-

tion in the First Parish (Rev, Mr. Richard-
son’s) in Hingham.

JeLtlondble and 1llegmmate modes of

persuading the world of the truth of
our opinions, and of advocating our
cause, it remains for me to point out
what appear to be the proper and
certain methods of accomplishing
there objects.

You are Unitarian Christians;
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‘, that is, you beheve that the doctrines

~of Unitarianism are the doctrines of

the Bible. You have formed your-
selves.into.an association for the pur-

pose of confirming your own minds

in this faith, and of diffusing it as
widely and as rapidly as possible
throughout the world. This is the

UNITARIAN CHRONICLE.

So long and so far as thzs continues

to be the case, we cannot indulge in
expectations of the spread of Unita-
rianism. It will spread with the
spread of knowledge, and itcan only
be hastened by the promotion of a
spirit of inquiry, and a love of truth.

In the opinion that its progress will

- plain, 31mp]e, and sole object of your
association, If these doctrines are
in fact the truth of God, we may be
sure that they will produce upon the
characters of those who receive them
into honest and sincere hearts, and
apply them to their lives through the
faithful use of the ministry and ordi-
nances of the gospel, of prayer, of
meditation, and such other means of
grace asthey may enjoy, those effects
of virtue and piety which God de-
“signed to have produced by the re-
velation of his truth.
As the end of your association is
to promote the prevalence of what
~ you believe to be the doctrines of the

. scrlptures, it is obvioys that the only

way in which 1t can be accomplished
is to encourage and aid in the diffu-
- sion of such information as will
lead men to a right understanding of
the scriptures, and thus bring them
¢ unto the knowledge of the truth.’
There is some reason to apprehend
that sanguine and exaggerated esti-
mates have been formed of the de-
gree of intelligence existing among
the people at large. It is true that

the first. elements of knowledge are

conveyed to the entire rising gene-
ration by our invaluable systems of
public education. But it is doubtful
whether that most essential part of
an early education, a permanent thirst
for knowledge, is imparted to our
youth in general—whether they con-

tinue inafter life toimprove theirearly -

advantages and acquisitions. One
thmq is certain, that notwithstand=
ing the much boasted and 1nﬁn1tely
multiplied * religious operations’ of
the times, a lamentable ignorance
prevails respecting the evidences and
history of Christianity, and the pro-
per interpretation of its scriptures,

‘confess that -they
‘unless they are fenced and walled in

keep pace with the progress—of in=—

vestigation, and information, and in-
telligence, we are mnot confirmed

merely by our own reason or our
It is practically ae-.

own hopes. |
knowledged by our opponents. They
acknowledge it by actions which
speak louder than words—by the
measures they adopt to prevent the
diffusion of our sentiments. They
raise barriers to keep them out from
their own communions, and thus

do not feel -safe

by creeds, and obligations, and vows,
and by all the pains and penalties

which persecution and bigotry dare,
in these days, to inflict.

testimony in our favour, until they

throw down these bulwarks of de- |

fence, come out from the fortresses
into which they have retreated, and
meet us in the open field of falr ar-
gument, fearless discussion, and un-
restrained inquiry.

It is apparent that, in conmstency
with the principles now expressed,
we can take no pleasure in the mul-
tiplicition of Unitarian - societies,

unless it be consequent upon and

coincident with the progress of a
full understanding of our sentiments,
and of the grounds upon which they
rest, We do not attach much value
to a mere excitement of popular
feeling in our favour. We do not

consider the accession to-our-ranks-

of those who are driven to us by a
spirit of mere opposition to other

forms or systems of religiousfaith, as

any gain, but rather an injury and
encumbrance to our cause. We
consider those only worthy to take
our name, and ally themselves. to
our interests, whose minds- have

We shall
accordmgly claim the benefit of their
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,been convmced of the truth of our
opinions, by a careful and personal
study of the Scrlptures and by an
impartial examination of the argu-
ments we present to prove that our
sentiments are the doctrines of reve-
lation.

We desire to go forth, as the

glorious conflict with the powers of
darkness—the Bible our only weapon.
And we call upon all men, not to
yield to our auth-ority—not to be-
lieve anything merely because we
advocate it—not to judge of our
_cause by our characters, by our mea-
sures—nor by anything that is ours,
but to examine the word of God,—
and if thus led to believe as we do,
to come out and proclaim their behef
before the world. |

We do not profess to be better or

‘holier, more devout or more zealous

than other men, we do not arrogate.
to" ourselves the exclusive right. to
the Christian name ; but we simply

declare=that we beheve the views of

Unitarianism to be the doctrine of
the Bible; and we invite.and re-
quire, at least before they venture to
judge us, all our fellow-Christians to
open their Bibles, and with a spirit of
fairness, candour, and sincerity, ap-
propriate to such an investigation, to

decide for themselves whether these

things are so. We demand a fair
and full examination before theé tri-
bunal of each man’s own privaté and

unbiassed- reason, and-are ‘willing to-

abide the result.

Allow me then, in accordance
with these views, to recommend to
all the friends of Unitarian Chris-
tianity, to apply their energies to the
promotion and diffusion of religious
truth. _ _

Let us not in the 1mpat1ence of
our zeal to increase our numbers
and multiply our congregations, en-
courage any measures which would
tend to lower the standard of scrip-
tural knowledge and general intel-
ligence and information among the
people at large,
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tion, not-only-
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Let us. continue to- perpetuate a
leamed and studious clergy, and to

- patronize and reward all efforts to

raise the standard of sacred litera-
ture. o

Let us use our influence to extend
the circulation of liberal, sound,

scriptural, and instructive pubhca- .
ﬁ—great—-—reformers—-entered—-upon_thelrm»tlons

In procuring tracts for dlstrlbutlon,
let us search for those which exhibit
the scriptural evidence, as well as
the practical . apphcatlon of what we
believe to be the true doctrines of
revelation.

-Let us, in a word, do what we can
to enlighten the public miud, and to
render the whole community, seve-
rally and individually, more and
more competent to ascertain and un-
derstand the sense of Scripture.

If we direct our exertions steadlly
to these objects, we cannot fail of
producmg an extensive -and con-
stantly increasing effect. We shall
be instruments, under Providence, in

‘bringing all'men to a- knowledge of

the truth ; and within the boundaries
of our lnﬂupnce the glorious spec-
tacle will be exhibited of Christian
communities whose faith will be
established upon an intelligent and
rational conviction, whose worship
will be offered in spirit and in truth,
and whose hearts and lives will yleld
cheerfully and spontaneously to the
sway of a religion which has won the
conﬁdence, and received the sance
of - their- feehngs and
affections, but of all their intellec-
tual faculties,

HARVARD UNIVERSITY.
Tue annual commencement took
place on Wednesday 29th Aug. The

~honorary degree of I.L.D. was con: _

ferred on Washington Irving, of
New York, and on Jonathan Sewall,
of Lower Canada ; and that of A.M,
on Rev. C. C. Sewall, of Danvers:.
The degree of A.B. was conferred
on sixty-seven young gentlemen,
alumni of the University. We pub~
lish with pleasure, the order of exer-



50

cises, for they were honourable to the
- performers and to the Institution.

Ezercises of Candidales for the
 Degree of A.B.
1. A Salutatory Oration in Latin.
George Frederick Simmons, Boston.
2. A Conference. * Frankiin,

—_Davy, and Fulton.” Joseph Bennett,
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Publi¢: Monuments, whethe1 Fr-fu"m-
phal or for the Dead.’ Joseph Ste-
vens Buckminster Thacher, Boston, -

14. A Literary Discussion. ¢ Eng-'
lish Biography and French Memoirs.’
John Sullivan Dvnght Charles Ma-
son, Boston,

15. A Dissertation. * Character

Boston ; Charles Grafton Page, Sa-
lem; John Sullivan Perkins, Bos-
ton.

3. An Essay. ¢ Effects of Party
Spirit on the Verity of Periodical
Writings.” Wi lliam Silsbee, Salem.

4. A Colloquy. ¢ The Influence
of the Roman Gladiatorial Shows
and Greek Games on the Character
of the People.” Francis Josiah Hum-
phrey, Boston ;
Walker, Wllmmgton

A Conference.
Inﬂuence of Natural Scenery, the
Institutions of Soc1ety and Individual
Genius, on Taste.” Josiah Gardner
Abbot, Chelmsford ; Joseph Warren-
- Haton, Boston ; Albert Hobart Nel-
son, Carlisle. |
- 6. An Essay. ¢ Description of
American Manners by Foreigners.’
Henry Whitney Fellows, Boston.

7. A Colloquy. ¢The Comparative
Influence of Literature and Science
on the Progress of Civilization.’
Harrison Gray Otis Phipps, Quincy ;
Lewis Colby, Charlestown.

8. An Essay. ¢ The Influence of
Fashion.” Le Baron Russell, Ply-
- .mouth.

9. A thexary Dlsqmsmon ¢ Im-

portance of Independent Criticism to
the Growth of National Literature.’
George Ticknor Curtis, Cambridge.
10. A Poem. ¢ The Missionary.’
Charles Kittridge True, Boston.
11. A Philosophical Disquisition.

¢« Cadses of Tl Health in Literary

Men.’
Boston,

12. A Philosophical Discussion.
¢ The Influence of Superstition on
Science and Literature.”  James
Wilde, Hingham; Oliver Capen
Everett, Boston.

13, A Dissertation, ¢ Respect for

Richard Miller Chapman,

Joseph DBrewster

“¢ Comparative | ’
-Character of our

and Writings of Sir James Mackin-
tosh.” Theodore Warland, Cam-
bridge. |

16. An Oration in English, ¢ The
Lot of the Portrayer of Passion.’
Samuel Osgood, Charlestown.

17. A Forensic Disputation. * Whe-
ther the Inequalities of our Social
Condition be favourable .to the Pro-
gress of Knowledge ?” Richard
Soule, Duxbury; William Rlchard-‘
son, Boeton .
“A Dissertation, ¢ Literary
First Settlers.”
William Williamson  Wellington,
West Cambridge. | o

19. AnOration in English. ¢The
Love. of 'Fruth,—a Practical Prin-
ciple’ Charles Timothy Brooks,
Salem. o

20. A Deliberative Discussion,
¢ Are Political Improvements best
effected by Rulers, or by the People ?”
William Cushing, Lunenburg ; Au-
gustus Story, Salem.

. An Oration in English. ¢ The
Progress of Man.’ James Augustus
Dorr, Boston.

Exercises of Candidates for the
| ~ Degree of .M. -
1. An Oxatlon in English. ¢ Ra-
dicalism.” Mr. Charles Fay.
2. A Valedictory Orationin Latin.
Mr. Edward L. Cunningham,

e

OBITUA RY.
O~ Tuesday, Oct. 2, 1832, died, at

‘Plymouth, Mr. Adam-Gray, in-the-

seventy -eighth year of his age.

Mr. Gray. was born at Dunse, in
the county of Berwick, and received
the best education which the gram-
mar-school of that small town af-
forded, which in those days was con-
sidered an excellentone, He wastruly
remarkable foruprightness of charac-
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ter and firmnessof principle. He was

the consistént advocate of civil and

religious liberty, and a zealous re-

former of abuses in every depart-

ment whether in public or in private
life. Even his enemies (if he had
any) must confess, that he was a
man of the most undeviating honesty

8t

‘alike the confident assertions and

bold anathemas of others. Such a
character deserves the respect and
esteem of every consistent Christian,
and- from Unitarians he demands
more— he claims their gratitude.
Thus did this good man pursue
his steady and consistent course. He

~—gndintegrity——1f~he-ever-gave—of=enjoyed —almost —an uninterrapted

fence, it was because he was an un-
compromisiug lover of truth, and
scorned to flatter any man, however
exalted his station or rank in society.
He steadily pursued the path of
Christian duty, and. thus obtained
that respect from his friends and
fellow-townsmen, which consistency
of character ever deserves and
demands. His conversational powers,
aided by much reading and a remark-

“ably - retentive = .memory, were -a

source of great gratification to many
among the young as well as those
more advanced in years, who now
sincerely lament his loss.

For nearly half*a century, Mr.
Gray was a much respected member
of the Unitarian congregation in this

town, and most firmly maintained

those religious views by which they
are distinguished from professing
Christians of other denominations ;

and this too under circumstances

much more difficult.and painful than
are generally known to Unitarians
of the present day; for in his case it
was attended with reproach, perse-
cution, and worldly losses. Never

did he tamielyyield to the tempta-

tions of worldly interest, and thus
sacrifice religious principle on the
shrine of Mammon. No! against
him might Persecution aim her darts
—Bigotry might pass him with -the
sneer of contempt—Enthusiasm pity

his errors,-and-Fanaticism-doom-him.

to everlasting woe; but he still pur-
sued the path to which his honest
convictions directed him, unmoved
by reproach or persecution—unse-~
duced by the temptations of the
world. Considering that religion
was a matter between God and his
own c¢onscience, he disregarded

state of good health till within the
last three years of his life. He was
aware of his approaching end, long
before the solemn hour arrived. He
could look forward to it, however,

with ‘calmness and with cheerful

hope ;. and at length, under the be-
nign and cheering influence of Uni-
tarian views of Christian truth, he
quietly sunk to rest. His end was,

indeed, such as that of which the

¢ That calm decay of nature, wh_eh the mind
Retains its strength, and in the languid eye
Religion’s holy hopes kindlea joy - -
That makes old age look lovely.’
To him his friends may well look

-back "and “say, < Mark  the perfect
‘man, and behold the upright, for the

end of that man is peace.” ‘Who
has not watched the bright sun of a
summer evening, calmly sinking be-"
neath the western horizon, while
the golden sky added a lustre to the
scene, which 1s beheld not amid the
blaze of noon? And who, when the

-sun was no longer visible, has not

stood and gazed upon the bright
clouds still gilded by his departing

bearns; and watched ‘the deepening

shades till night came on? Thus,
then, sunk to rest this pious man!
With the calmness of a summer
evening his unruffled mind gazed
npon approaching dissolution, while
the steady beams of Christian hope

still-t.brightened-the.shade aroundy - -

until he peacefully sunk to rest with-
out a struggle. And still will his
parting rays shed a lustre upon the
hopes and invigorate the faith of
those who now lament his loss; and
still in their hearts will his memory
live, until they also shall be over-.
shadowed by the clouds of that night
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- whlch is to close their mortal ca-

_Teer.

- Would that all had beheld the
closing scene of this good man'’s
life, who have ever heard or uttered
the oft-repeated but unfounded as-
sertion, that Unitarianism cannot
impart comfort and hope in the pro-

~—spect—of-deaths

have discovered, that, although it
may not beget quch extac1es as some
are fond of witnessing even in such

a solemn hour, or call forth so

strong a desire to ¢ obtain the prize,’

ere-yet they have run ¢ the race set
before them;’ yet that it can pro-
duce that calm and patient resigna-
tion to the will of God, and that firm
and manly rejoicing of hope, which
best become the honest man and the
- Christian..  PHILALETHES.

Plymouth, Oct. 16, 1832.

Died, | on thé 1'7th of November
last, aged seventeen years, at the
residence of her father at Dufﬁeld

in the county of Derby, Elizabeth,

eldest daughter of the Rev. E. 0.
Jones, Unitarian Minister of that
place, This interesting and amiable
young person was carried off very

rapidly by that insidious complaint .
which so often thins the ranks of our_

promising young friends—consump-
tion. In two short months the tran-
sition from apparent cheerfulness
and health, to death and the tomb,
was painfully witnessed by her anx-
ious relatives and friends.
reaved father fondly and justly looked
forward to a few more years, when
the care of the younger members of
his motherless family would devolve
entirely upon one who, young as she
was, had already proved her capa-
bility _of undertaking. and . properly
executing so important a trust. It
has pleased the All-wise Director of
events to disappoint his dearly che-
rished hopes ; he bows in re81gnat10n
to his Father s will ; but as a parent
he must long feel the loss ot so be-
loved a child. Her remains were in-
terred on the Wednesday following

~Her be-
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" her decease, by the side of her de-;
" parted mother, in' the ground - at.

tached to the parish church of Duf-

field. And on the Sunday after, a

very impressive and appropriate dis-
course for the occasion, was preached
at the Presbyterian-Unitarian chapel
in the above village, by the Rev. D,

They-—might—then—P. Davies,-of-Belper y—t0-a—crowded—

congregation of truly sympathizing
and attentive hearers.

SussecTs of a course of Sunday
Evening Lectures on the doctrine
of the FiINaL RESTORATION OF ALL
MankinDp, to be  delivered at Fins-
bury Unitarian Chapel, South-place, |
Moorfields, by W. J. Fox. .
1833.

Jan. 13.  Examination of the al-
leged evidence for -the eternity
of future punishment. |

Jan. 20. 'The Doctrine of Uni-
versal ~Restoration dlstlnctly |
taught in Scripture. -

Jan. 27. Confirmation of the li-
teral interpretation of the Scrip-
ture promises of final umversal
happiness.

Feb. 3. The argument from the
Divine Character.

Feb. 10. The argument from the
nature of man.

Feb.17. Romans, c, viii., v. 19—
23.

Feb. 24. Revelation, c. v.,.v. 13.

March 3. Comparison of the
moral tendency of the doctrines
‘of Endless Punishment and”of
Final Restoration.

N OTICE

TuE congregation at Warmmster,
Wilts, are in want of a minister in
consequence of the resignation of
the Rev. Dr. Waterhouse.
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