
The Editor hopes that the further alteration made this month in
the Unitarian Chronicle will be acceptable. The present page
and type would have been adopted in the preceding Number, if
he had been aware that iii reducing the double columns to a glain
page, so heavy a mass of letter-press would have been presented
to his readers. He has no intention to make other changes*
unless some unanticipated strong necessity should arise for so
doing. He loves not novelty for its own sake; He deems that
good is to be done most effectually by preserving a steady onward
course* in an accustomed* path. He has sufficiently shown that
he can adopt what is new, if it should promise advantage that the
old does not possess.

The Unitarian Chronicle owes- its birth and nurture to the
Monthly ^Repository. To that publication it records Its gratitude
for its existence, and that it was permitted to grow up as its c Com-
panion.' If now it ventures independently into the world, it is
that it may fulfil its own separate duties, and take such a station
as its own merits may entitle it to, and its own industry secure.

The Editor returns his best thanks to the several corre-
spondents of the Monthly Repository, who have kindly permitted
their papers to be transferred to the Unitarian Chronicle, and is
bold to hope that they will favour him with further communica-
tion. He intends the Chronicle still to be a record of passing
events, interesting to the Unitarian public ; but at the same time,
a medium for the communication of such other articles as are
calculated to advance the cause of pure and undefined religion.
There is abundant work to be performed in the Master's vineyard,
and different orders of labourers are required. While the pastor
assembles his flock on the day of rest, visits them at their homes,
attracts the young by his gentleness, engages their sympathies to-
wards himself and the holy cause of^^which he is the servant, and
assists in opening their minds to the perception of the truth,
beauty, and excellence of the gospel, and to the glory of him
whom the Father sanctified , and sent into the world to proclaim
it unto men—while the missionary labours in his still more
arduous vocation , among heathen tribes, in lands of superstition
and darkness ; or among the miserable outcasts of Christian coun-
tries, whom destitution, ignorance, and wickedness cut off from
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the usual sources of religious instruction—while parents are pour-
ing light and knowledge into the minds of their children, and
those who are yet unacquainted with that tender and blessed
relation, devote some portion of their time and energies to the in.
struction of the children of the poor, or to the superintendence ot
their instruction by others,—-Books and periodical publications
have their duty to perform, their portion of. the master's work to
accomplish, each according to their nature and capability.

From these remarks it will be judged, that the Editor's 'inten-
tion is to contin ue the Unitarian Chronicle simply as a religious
publication. There are abundant opportunities for the discussion
of purely political topics ; and he intends/ therefore* to exclude
them, since many things must be excluded from his limited space,
though no One can be more ready to acknowledge" than he, the
inseparable union between the political and religious condition of
a country. Bad government has ever been a cause of pauperism
and degradation, and they of vice and meanness of spirit.
Political questions, in which the interests of religion are directly
involved,'are hot, of course, iff te.iide^'t6:W'e^clud9i3.';. such as the
question of the established church, tithes, church rates, and all
other ecclesiastical impositions, negro slavery, infant slavery,
national education , &c. These are topics which the Editor hopes
will be occasionally brought before the notice of his readers in
such brief form as is sTiitabletoiiis pages. His 'atBS'is'tp^dvoca^e
the cause of truth and righteousness in a * spirit of love and
of a sound mind.' From this he will not be diverted. In pur-
suing this he doubts not to find both internal satisfaction, and out-
ward approbation , tie commends himself to the kindness and
candour of his readers.

Speaking the truth in love.—Paul.

To the Rev. Thomas Arnold, D.D. Mead-Master of Rnbghtj
School tyc.

Sir,—In a publication of yours on the * Principles of Cliurch-
Keform,' distinguished by no small share of good sense, good
feeling, and good taste. One passage, among other obje ctionable
things, is found, in which, by implicaHon a£ least, you wilKhofti
from Unitarians the honoura ble title of Christians. In meeting
objections to the plan which you propose for comprehending all
the Christian denominations in the realm under the sheltering
aid of the civil power, you at least remark, (p. 31.) ' There
remain the Quakers, the Roman Catholics, and the Unitarians,
whose differences appear to offer greater difficulty. And un-
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doubtedly m long as these «6ets preserve exactly their present
character, it would seem linptacticabk to comprehend them In any
national Christian church ; the epithet 4 national,' excluding the
two former, and the epithet ' Christian ' rendering alike impossi-
ble the admissioa of the latter.' From the latter part of this
passage the natural inference is, that, in your opinion, Unitarians
are-not-Ghrist-ians^^
authorized by your language, would be in agreement with your
conviction, for either you kfloW that at least some Unitarians are
Christians, or you are guilty of inconsistency, seeing that in page
36 you say, f The Unitarian body in England consists of ele-
ments the most dissimilar ; including many who merely call them-
selves Unitarians, because the name of unbeliever is not yet
thought creditable* and some also tvho are disgusted with their
unchristian associates, but who cannot join a church which retains
the Athanasian creed. Every means should be taken to separate
these from their unworthy society, that they who are rea llyChp ^k m s  M I do not stop to
an inaadvert on the rashness of assertion which, even when bringing
what I must call a ' railing accusation' against your brethren,
led you within the space of a f ew pages to say and unsay the
same thing ; I pass on to offer you somfe consideration s which
may ^eryjj ia_.0sjtablish the :c|a|m ol Unitarians to the title of
Christians ; and in so doing, I shall consider that you have denied
us the name, because, while your meaning is in itself obscure,
the bigot and the ignoran t will unite in quoting your respectable
authority against us. I wish also to premise* that I write this
not because you have excluded Unitarians from your scheme of
comprehension * about which 1, for one, am in no way anxious * nor
because the charge involved in your refusal is new, but because
it comes from one whose principles are liberal, whose station is
influential, whose knowledge is profound. It is the assailant not
the weapon I regard. In maintaining that Unitarians are Chris-
tians, 1 wish to be %Rde^ terms, You,
have asserted that many who are so called are in reality un-
believers : of which assertion the grounds may be known to you
better than to me; for I neither have, nor wish to possess any
power of inquisition into men's opinions as contradistinguished
from their professions; and it remains for you to determine wMther
you have not been hasty in deducing a general charge against
others, from 3vhat .vyoti .knew, to exist in ^your. own coiwrnunion.
Whether or not, however^ common report be true or false in
respect of the unbelief said to be sheltering itself under the ample
wing of the established church, and being quite satisted that
nothing could be more unfair than to refuse to Episcopalians the
Christian name, on account of the alleged infidelity of many who
' merely call themselves7 Episcopalians) * because the wame of
uubelievtars is not yet thought creditable,' I challenge for,
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Unitarians the appellation Christian, on grounds which cannot
be impeached without impeaching the claim of the several other
sects of which the Christian world consists.

If, Sir, any one in the height of self-estimation should under-
take to declare that you and yours are not Christians, you would
perhaps think it a sufficient answer to declare in turn that you

were as well as the assailant. Should he press you with the ob-
j ection that you did not interpret Christianity as he did,, and there-
fore were not a Christian, you might retort that by a parity of
reason he himself was an unbeliever, since he differed from you
as much as you differed from him. He might, indeed, urge that
you denied the essential doctrines of Christ—such as tran-
substantiation, extreme unction, and purgatory, and could not
therefore be a Christian . What could you reply, but that these,
which appeared to him the essentials of the gospel, appeared to
you the traditions of men, and that if he unchristianized you on
the ground of diff erence of opinion/ he did by that very act, ex-
cept he was really infallible, strike from under him the ground oh
which his own right to the name was built ?

I cannot see, I confess, how the change of the names Catholic
and Protestant into Trinitarian and Unitarian could in any wise
affect the argument The Unitarian^ as such, believes that he is a
Christian as strongly as can the Trinitarian , and, but for the
repetition of the charge, would feel as surprised that any one
should presume to know in such a point better than himself, as
could the Trinitarian if denied the Christian name. And then if
essential doctrines are the criterion , as many votes at least could
be numbered against the Protestant as against the Unitarian ; for
to say nothing of the relative bulk 6T4he Catholic and Protestant
bodies, where you will find ten agreed on the doctrine of the
Trinity, you will find tens of thousands agreed on that of transub-
stantiation ; so that the condemners of Unitarians, if required to
agree not in word but idea, would, be a small minority in com-
parison of the thorough and unhesitating condemnation of the
whole catholic world. But till I am better informed, I shall con-
tinue to think that a man 's own declaration is a sufficient evidence
of the nature of his sentiments. What other evidence have we or
do we seek in the ordinary intercourse of life ? How curious
would it sound for a man who declares himself a Quaker, to be
told that he is an Episcopalian, or for him who professes himsel f
a friend of the present government to have the name of Tory
fastened on him. And is the declaration which actions give to go
for nothing ? Do you hesitate to call them Mohamedans who
habituall y worship in a Mosque ? Do you withhold from the
Brahmin the title he assumes to himself, because he has ceased
to think that the burnin g of widows is essential to the true worship
of God , whi le at the same time he conf orms to the ordinary rites
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and holds in the main the religious opinions of his forefathers ?
Would you take from him the name of Episcopalian who thinks
with yourself that Episcopacy should be frittered down to little
more than a "namej" thoifgh he worships with Episcopalians,
receives the rites of an Episcopalian church, labours to extend
and is not unwilling to accept the honours and rewards . of
Episeopaey ? Now is there any ambiguity in the language which
the conduct of Unitarians holds ? Do they not regularly assemble
as professed Unitarians ? Is not Unitarianism, as another name
for the gospel, the avowed bond of their union—its defence and
propagation the object of local and general association ? Wh at say
the various places of worship over the land in which Unitarian
worship is maintained ? what say those which have been built ex-
pressly, and often with no small sacrifice, for the service of the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ? what say the prayers of our
ministers offered up¦ * in the name and as the disciples of Christ ?'
what say their discourses, not merely those in defence of the
gospel, and the assertion of Ohrist's office , work, and character as
set forth in the scriptures, but those of which the direct intention
is to enforce the practice of righteousness,-—what say they, based
as most at least of them are, on the great practical principles of the
New Testament ? what say our academical institutions for the
supp ly of our churehes with-men of God, mighty in the Scriptures,
and not destitute, of the power and grace which secular learning
gives ? what say the voluntary supplies by which these~and nearly
the whole of this spiritual machinery is kept at work ? what say
our Sunday-schools, our libraries, our fellowship funds, our
periodicals ? what says the moral heroism evinced in no few
instances by ministers among us who take willingly the loss of
almost all the comforts of life and respect of the world, and quite
all of the honours and emoluments of popular systems of faith,
choosing rather a peaceful conscience and a pure faith than a show
of godliness with much gain ? what says the resignation of Bel-
sham, and the conversion of Priestley, and the sacrifice of Lindsey ?
what do all these tongues declare but the fulness of our conviction ,
that we are Christ's even as much as you are Christ's? Or is all
this but one great, multiform, and unanimous falsehood ? Are
you prepared to assert that a lie is our bond of union, and decep-
tion our habitual and intentional practice ? The only altern ative
is to allow that our conduct evidences our own conviction that we
are in the faith ; and who should know better than ourselves ? who
can know better than ourselves ? who, in the admitted (among
Protestants) absence of infallibility, can plead for himself a better
plea than his own convictions deduced from the recognised
standard of Christian truth ?

It appears to me the more inconsistent in you to deny to
Unitarians the appellation of Christian , since you disown the
ordinary test of discipleship among men, and even reflect on the
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• irritating phraseology* used on the subje ct of the Trinity, which,
as you say, has confirmed so many in error. But, repu#atirig the
touchstone of the many, you adduce a criterion of your own ; and,
while you cannot go all the length of the unco-orthodox, keep
close enough to popular error, not indeed to escape the suspicion
PiJi §̂ Yj_bu^certainly, in your own estimation, to thrust out the
poor Unitarians from the Christian pale. Now TOO~rryo~biiTrd-as
not to see that all these human tests are sheer human inventions,
bred of self-esteem or vulgar prejudice ? While you adhered to
received standards, there was a show of reason in your favour, but
the moment you disallow them and set up one on your own
account, even the show vanished and the reader is reminded that
all this pretension to infallibility is but a play of words. If, there^
fore, you seriously believe that Unitarians are not Christians, you
must adduce something better than the spurious test of your own
fond notions ; you must appeal to the word and the testimony ;
there is no alternative ; desert antiquity, desert the many, desert
the councils and the fathers, and in place of them set up your
own dictum, and you reduce the matter at once, and obviously,
to the arbitration of individual j udgments ; your test is simply the
test of Thomas Arnold, and for value Will not be better than the
decision of any well-educated Unitarian * I use these consi-
derations only as an argumentum ad kof tmriem, for I most seriously
believe that, after all, tests of discipleship can be nothing more
than the opinions of individuals, seeing that even the tests supplie4
by scripture may be, and are variously interpreted. If there b6
truth in this, what folly for any one to assume a right to judge
another's faith so as to deny his discipleship ! Let the matter be
viewed as it may, it will prove at last in every case, and however
disguised, an assumption of an error which Protestants have
exploded in words, but which it is ofthe very essence of ortho-
doxy to retain in fact,«^-an assumption , I mean, of in fallibility. It
is strange, no little strange, that a mind so well disciplined as
Dr. Arnold's should not have seen that in the matter at issue the
very first principles of disputation are not settled, since no defini-
tion has been given and allowed of what constitutes a Christian ;
and therefore, till this is done, assert as we may, and struggle as
we may, we can be doing nothing more than raise a dust to blind
our own vision and disturb our neighbour's quiet.

But what, let us ask, is this newly-discovered test ; a test which
convicts Athanasius of error, and reproaches him with bigotry,
yet still excludes the ever- to-be-reprobated Unitarian ? It is the
worship of Christ, * The addressing of Christ in the language of
prayer and praise, is an essential part of Christian worship.' In
this there is a vagueness by no means consistent with the accuracy
and definiteness of a test, which makes me uncertain how to think
or speak of it, Does it mean that the adoration of Christ as the
very God is essential ? If so the test will imchristianfoe many
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besides pnitarians
^ for the bulfe of ordinary Ghristiaii% especially

among Dissenters, and In the lower walks of life, regard Jesus
with emotions very different from those they entertain and cherish
towards the Creator and Father of all. Wherever the Testament
rather than the creed is the teacher, Christ, though addressed
perhaps (and that sparingly) in the language of prayer and praise,
holus-something^ltkB the subordinate rank with which he appears
in. Scxiptj im* and the early devi&tors from scriptural simplicity.
If the language does not involve the highest homage of the soul,
and an acknowledgment of the supreme deity or Christ* what
does it amount to? Is it mpant to be a return to the worship
which Justin, for instance, paid to Christ, and of which he could
speak in the very language by which he spoke of his respectful
allegiance to the Roman Emperor? If so., though the form of
direct address be an exception, where, but in that exception, does
the required sentiment differ from the ardent and reverential love
which Unitarians consider it their duty and their privilege to
cultivate towards Christ? And for a shade of diversity, if a shade
there be, and for a mode of evincing a sentiment, which after all
some Unitarians use in those apostrophetic addresses which strong
excitement dictates ; for this, are thousands to be cut off from
the fold of the great Shepherd who^ himself received and wel-
comed every sincere disciple^

We have spoken of the reverence and love which Unitarians
generally encourage, I hope I may add , feel, towards Christ, but
I may go farther. Did Dr. Arnold never hear of any Unitarians
who considered * the addressing (of) Christ in the language of
prayer and praise, an essential part of Christian worship V Did
he never hear of Socinus and the thousands who thought and
acted with him ? These are his words. * Video nihil hodie
edi posse in tpta Christiana religione maj oris momenti, quam hoc
sit, demonstratio videlicet, quod Christo, licet rei creatae, tamen
invocatio et adoratio sett cultus divitnus cpnveniat.' But not
only did Socinus consider the adoration (divinus cultus) of Christ
of great moment, and the contrary opinion a g foul and pernicious
error,' but hp even anticipated Dr. Arnold , and held that 'the
addressing of Christ in prayer' was essential to make a man a
Christian. ' Recte,' he says in reply to Niemo Jevius, vol. i.
page 467, 'igitur existimavisti, mihi quoque verisimile videri,
eum, qui Dominum Jesum Christum invocare non vult, aut non
audet vix Christiani nomine- dignum esse. Nisi quod non modo
vix , sed ne vix quidem ; et non modo verisimile id mihi videtur,
sed persuasissirnum mihi est'

Socinus, then, and Dr. Arnold are of the same school ; nay, of
the two the thorough-going orthodox believer might from the1
strength of his language, to say nothing of tf is actions towards
Davidis, judge Socinus the better Christian. And still do at
least the bulk of the transylvanian Unitarians abide by the doctrine
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and practice of him from whom they took mainly their origin and
name. The following is a quotation from Dr. Rees's translation of
the Racovian Catechism, p. 189.

' But wherein consists the divine honour due to Christ ? In
adoration likewise* (as to God) * and invocation. For we ought
at all times to adore Christ, and may in our necessities address
our pTa7Ers~to^him^as^often-as^we-please/——~ .—_—__—

104 ON THE CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE

ON THE CAI4VINISTIC DOCTRINE OF PARTICULAR ELECTION.
( Continued from page VS.")

The modern doctrine of election, as well as that other point of Cal-
vinism which is, in fact, only acorollary from it—the perseverance of
the saints/ seems to me directly contradicted by many passages of
the epistles. For example, 2 Cor. vi. 1, e We then as workers
together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace
of God in vain.' By the grace of Godi is here towbe .understood
a gratuitous admission to the privileges of the gospel covenant.
But to what was it an admission ? Not surely to eternal life un-
conditionally, and without the possibility of final failure ; on the
contrary, it is evident from these words of the apostle, that he
considered the grace of God as a glltJ^aiBilght be^abused' and
forfeited. He considers it not as indicating a state of final and
complete acceptance, but as the conferring of peculiar advan-
tages, as a free gift on the part of God, of which the converts were
to show themselves not unworthy by exerting themselves to work
out their own salvation with fear and trembling. It was not a
proof that the entire work was accomplished, and was now past
the risk of defeat ; because then it would rather have been an
argument for sitting still, contented with what was already well
done. On the contrary, he represents it as a motive to renewed
and increased exertion. In proportion as they possessed new and
increased and peculiar adyantages, in consequence of the blessing
and favour of God, for acquiring a knowledge of his will and in-
tentions concerning them, which they could never have learnt for
themselves, and which none of their philosophers, if they had been
so disposed, could have taught them, it was expected that they
should press forwards to secure the prize which was placed within
their reach. It was not attained, but attainable ; and accordingly
he exhorts them to run that theyjmig^t pbta]n. In this passage,
having referred to the prophetical language of Isaiah xlix. 8,
* In an acceptable time have I heard thee/ he breaks out into the
impressive appeal, * Behold now is the accepted time, now is the
day of salvation .

The same general inference will serve to throw light on that re-
markable passage, 2 Pet. i. 10, * Wherefore the rather, brethren,
give diligence, to make your calling and election sure.' The writer



Degins his epistle by reminding his converts of the benefits they
had derived from the ministry of the apostles, who had received
all the things that pertain to life and godliness, (that is, all those
communications of the Divine will and intentions concerning
sinful men, and those instructions concerning our duty which are
fitted to promote godliness, and procure eternal life as its happy
xesult,.)_ihro.ugh^the~knowJedge~of—him-tliafe-had—called^them-to
be apostles, by the exercise of his glorious power ; by which
means (he continues) are granted or fulfilled to us the greatest
and most valuable promises, in order that by the use of these
things ye (the disciples) might become partakers of a divine
nature. He proceeds to the well-known powerful and impressive
exhortation to all the practical graces of the Christian character,
6 and besides all this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,
(or fortitude,) and to fortitude knowledge, and to knowledge
temperance, and to temperance patience, and to patience godli-
ness, and to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kind-
ness charity ; for when these things a^e in you and abound , they
make you that ye shall not be barren or unfruitful in the know-
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.' In the ninth and following verses
he continues, * For he that lacketh these thingsis blind, wilfully
closing his eyes, (pLvwxafyv,) having forgotten the purification from
his old sins/ (that is, the ]a^cej»tance^ in ;. th^ .sight of God with
which he had been favoured through the grace of God in the
gospel, notwithstanding the sins of which he had been guilty in
the days of his ignorance,) ' wherefore the rather breth ren, give or
exercise diligence to make your calling and election sure ;' so to
improve the talents wherewith ye have been gratuitously intrusted ,
as that the hopes which have been made known to you may be
fully realized, and their accomplishment established upon a sure
and fixed foundation. * For, if ye do these things ye shall never
fall, for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ:

The purification here spoken of from former sins, combined
with the powerful exhortation which precedes to cultivate the
bright train of Christian virtues, strikingly illustrates the twofold
meaning, contended for by Taylor and others, of the term just ifi-
cation and other kindred phrases. By faith in Christ, the hea~
thens were introduced to a most satisfactory acquaintance with
the true character of the Father, in reliance on his own declarar
tions By the mouth of his inspired messenger ; they had thus the
delighfu l assurance that God was merciful and gracious, ready to
receive the repentant sinner. On embracing Christianity they had
this most valuable boon immediately ;  that they were admitted
at once to begin an entire new course of life, to adopt new prin-
ciples, and become in all respects new creatures ; none of their
former sins were remembered against them. But the apostle here
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admonishes them that it would be a most strange &ad short-
sighted forgetfulness of the prinGipIes on which this mercy was
shown them, to continue in sin ,. under the idea that grace was to
abound in excusing the habitual and impenitent sinner. Where-
fore, he proceeds, do not relax m your exertions ; but let your
Christian^ pxofessJQiiJbêorjIy ân additional incentive to a life of
holiness ; giving so much the more diligence to confirm tEis your
f irst calling and election , (namely, your invitation to accept the
privileges of the gospel by faith in Christ, and your separation by
the grace of God , independently of any previous merit on your
part, from the great mass of your un believing and idolatrous
neighbours,) seek to establish on a fixed and immovable founda-
tion, the solid benefit both for time and for eternity, which it was
intended to procure for you, and which it only depends on your
own diligence and exertion to secure.

When thus understood, it will appear that this passage presents
a great and insurmountable difficult y in the way of their principles
of interpretation , who derive from the use of such expressions the
notion of an unconditional election ; applying that term to the
special grace of God, which they suppose to be extended in all
ages towards those who are, as they express it, effectuall y called
to eternal salvation ; and not, as it surely ought to be, to the sepa-
ration of those few who were called to enjoy the privileges of the
gospel in the apostolic age. This election was through the grace
of God ip Jesus Christ, that is through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
It was his f ree grace, unmerited by any previous services or pre-
tensions on their part. Neither Jews nor Gentiles could set
up any claim of right by the obedience which they had paid, the
one to the ceremonial law of works, the other to the law of con-
science or of nature written upon their hearts ; nor could any of
those to whom the glad tidings of this salvation were made known,
and who were thus admitted to the possession of advantages which
were denied to the great bulk of their countrymen , show any
ground of preference in themselves, which should authorize them
to ascribe this distinction to any thing else than the sovereign good
pleasure of that Almighty Being who had thought fit so to appoint
it. This election of theirs might be considered as predestinated
or determined beforehand ; and so it might be said, in the lan-
guage of St. Paul, that they were predestinated to be conformed
to the image of the Son of God, inasmuch as ail the great events
which prepared the way for, and accompanied the gospel "dispen-
sation , doubtless formed an indispensable part of the plan of
Divine Providence for the moral government of the world. It
related not to their final salvation , but to their present enjoym ent
of those benefits, of that superior knowledge, and of those faci-
lities for moral and sp iritual improvement , which they could not
have procured for themselves, and which they could possess only
through faith in the divine eoraimjssiott and authority of that
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heavenly messenger who was empowered to make theifl, known.
In this point of view, far from indicating that their work was ac-
complished, or that their f inal -p erseverance (to speak in the tech-
nical language of modern theology, a language however which
derives little, if any, countenance from that of holy writ) was fixed
and certain, so as to render it impossible for them to fall away
Ffoln^racer Tt^Sthertniposed~-on—them™additional~dufeies-and
responsibilities ; it called upon them to use further and increased
diligence to show themselves^ in some measure, worthy of the pri-
vileges with which they had been honoured ; to make that calling
and election which they had already received, firm add stedfast,
by bringing forth the fruits of righteousness. They had been
already signally distinguished by the-grace and blessing of God
in Jesus Christ ; but their knowledge of the right way would be
of no use to them, unless they carefully trod therein. Their belief
in the reality of the precious promises which he came to publish
would be of no benefit but rather the contrary* if it did not
operate as an eifectual motive with them to. add to their faith
greater degrees of fortitude, prudence^ patience, godliness, bro-
therly kindness, and charity. For these things being in them and
abounding, the knowledge which they possessed of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the exceeding riches of the grace oFGod pub-
lished to mankind by him, would: not be found, in them vain and
fruitless.

That those who were elected did in general persevere unto the
end , so as to reap the blessed fruits, we have every reason to
believe ; those who were admitted to receive this unspeakable
gift , for the most part showed themselves in such a sense worthy
of it, as to lead a life pot unsuitable to their Christian profession.
But though this might be generally, it was by no means always or
necessarily true 5 nor is there any passage of scripture which in
the slightest degree countenances such an idea. There are, on
the contrary, frequent allusions to a falling away ; as though some
of those who had been thus distinguished , had shown themselves
still under the fatal influence of the god of this world ; crucifying
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and putting him to open
shame; of whom the writer to the Hebrews declares that it is
imp ossible to renew them again to repentance ; by which he means
morally impossible, since, in order to this, no new or additional
arguments remain to be urged upon them which they have not
already heard and heard in vain,*

* It is surprising, that notwithstanding the frequent occurrence of allusions to this
falling away, which we know to have taken place in the priwiitive church, through ttis
evil influence of false judaizing teachers, and from other causes, the notions of an
absolute unconditional election has prevailed very extensively, and, if I mistake not,
has, in several instances, led the authors of our common translation to xm'srepresent
the true sense of scripture, Of this we have a remarkable example (Matt. xxiv. 24,
not corrected in,the Improved Version, where by the unauthorized insertion of two Jj ttle
words, they have entirely altered the sense of the passage; 'so as to deceive, if [it
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It ought not to be forgotten> in our examination of this subject,
that the doctrine of election implies that of rep robat ion, which is
a necessary consequence from it; or rather an equally essential
part of the same tremendous system. If some are elected from
all etern ity as the objects of divine grace, then it is equally cer-
tain (in fact it is only the same thing expressed in different words)
that the rest are appointed by an absolute decree, altogether in-
dependent of any evil works of theirs determining him theretoTtcTbe
vessels of God's wrath, ordained to eternal torments, to the praise
of his glorious just ice ! This is a part of the question which is not
unfrequently kept in the background by the advocates of this
doctrine, and t6 say the truth, it is not much to be wondered at
that they should be unwilling to look such a consequence of their
principles fairly in the face. It becomes them, however, to con-
sider it attentively, both as it affects the character of God and their
own condition and fu ture prospects, which may be more deeply
involved in it than they are often ready to imagine.

If I mistake not, we shall find upon attentive observation, that
one great cause of the extensive reception of such tenets as that
of particular election, and several of the kindred doctrines of
Calvinism, arises from the confidence which most men repose in
their own good fortune. They are instructed by this system that
God Has arbitrarily, and without any reference whatever to any of
their own good works determining him thereto, but purely of his
own sovereign will and pleasure, elected some of his rational crea-
tures to eternal life, and doomed the rest, not in themselves more
undeserving of his mercy, to the regions of intolerable woe. From
a misapplication, similar to what has already been pointed out, of
certain words of our Lord, which were probably intended to
have an immediate reference to the circumstances of those times,
but which they understand as relating to the fu ture prospects of
the whole race of mankind , they have concluded that the number
of the elect will be small, in comparison with those who are re-
j ected. Nevertheless, there are few who do not persuade them-

were] possible, even the elect.' With this insertion it seems to imply that it was
quite impossible that the elect should be deceived, notwithstanding that these in>
postors attacked their faith w ith lying wonders and great powers of deceit. The
correct translation is simply, ' so as, if possible, to deceive even the elect j ; even those
who have enj oyed the unspeakable advantage of a thorough knowledge of the gracious
intentions of God, as made known in the gospel, authenticated by the preaching and
miracles of my apostles. Having been led to speak of mistranslations, it may not be
amiss to advert to another instance in which a text of Scripture has been perverted to
the support of this false doctrine by (to say the least of it) a very dubious rendering,
' The Lord hath made all things for himself, yea even the wicked for the day of evil,'
Prov. xvi. 4. So the passage is given in our authorized version, (following the vulgate,)
and in this form it is cited among their proof texts by the Westminster Assembly. The
correct translation I conceive to be, ' The Lord hath done all things for himself, and
the wicked also (have done all things) for the evil day.' That i«, the lord hath done
all things for the promotion of his own excellent designs in the government of the
world, and the wicked ajso have done that which, in a day of righteous retribution, wiU
end in their destruction ,
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selves that their own names will be found in the former catalogue i
that they will be guided to the strait gate and the narrow way,
instead of being carried along by the crowd which throngs the
broad road that leadeth to destruction . As they have no means
of penetrating the secrets of God's absolute decrees, which indeed,
they are assured, are (as far at least as they are concerned)
alj£gejthex_jy^
chances whether they shall ultimately belong to the one class or
the other. They ought therefore on all fair and rational princi-
ples to conclude that the probability is strongly against their being
admitted to the mansions of the blessed. I apprehend that, if
men generally came to examine the evidence for these doctrines
under the influence of this impression ,, which is certainly the
proper one, the view they would be disposed to take of them would
be materially altered. But when they read or hear from their
preachers appalling details of the dread fu l condition of the repro-
bate, or the horrors of eternal damnation, it never occurs to them
to imagine that they can have any personal interest or concern in
such descriptions, still less that according te-tlie only consistent
practical application of these notions, it is more than probable
that this tremendous lot will be their own. If it were possible to
induce them to undertake the serious examination of the evidence
under the influence of such views of their personal interest in the
j ust determinationi of the quesition7 it is reasonable to" think they
would be more ready to perceive how utterly insufficient are the
scriptural grounds upon which so terrific a superstructure has been
erected.

In the preceding pages I have endeavoured to show that the
terms, election, chosen, called, and several others of similar import
which frequently occur in the apostolic writings, were intended to
relate, not to Christians at large, but to the disciples of those
times ; so that many of those who have attempted to give them
a universal application, have greatly misconceived the true mean-
ing of Scripture^ 

and have consequently been led into much talse
and dangerous doctrine. Somfe may, perhaps, be disposed to
obje ct that if these views of the interpretations of such passages
be admitted, a great part of. Scripture being supposed to have no
longer any immediate reference to us and to our circumstances
and duties, will lose its interest and value to the great bod y of
Christians at the present day. This however is not a well-founded
obj ection . In the fi rst place, it must be rejm êj^ej^dj,^ thit . a?
Ch'flSttain ify "is"pr5perly^peaKing 'S'riTTSwsVfoyicaZ religion , depending
for its authority upon the truth of certain facts which supp ly the
foundation and evidence of its doctrines; the sacred writings must
ever derive their main value to us (and a value beyond all price
it surely is) from their containing the authentic and unquestion-
able record of those facts and of the doctrines founded upon them.
Of these doctrines, one of primary importance is that great mys*
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tery and stumbling-block to the Jews, that by the gdspel all
mankind were placed on a level in respect of aecejptanee in the
sight of God ; that his favour was liihiteci to no particular age or
country, but that in every nation he that feareth God and worketh
righteousness is accepted with him. This opening of the gates
of grace and mercy to ail mankind, who are all invited to enter
aad-partake-o^the-inheritanGe—of--the~saints4n4ight,_is-sureLy-a
discovery of great and unspeakable importance/ which can never
lose its interest, in whatever respects the outward circumstances of
men in the most distant nations and periods may be altered.
We may add, that the developement of this great mystery gives us
a view of the comprehensive grace and mercy of God, not easily
reconciled with the exclusive notions of some later theologians.

And this leads us to observe further, that although we may be
led into serious error by a too close and literal application to our-
selves, of expressions in the New Testament which were intended
to apply only to the disciples of those times, there is yet a most
valuable practical benefit which may arise to ourselves, if we
read the holy book with understanding, and derive from, these
sacred records of heavenly grace, those views of the great prin-
ciples of gospel morality, and of the methods of tlie divine moral
government which they were intended to explain and exemplify
in trieir application to the primitive disciples. And though cir-
cumstances and characters may vary, yet these principles are
unchanged and unchangeable. Nor can it be alleged that there
is any such alteration in the situation and condition of Christians
in the present age, that the same motives and exhortations which
were addressed by the apostles to their converts * may not also be
addressed to us. The early disciples were what they were, they
enj oyed advantages, and were enabled to acquire a knowledge of
divine things which others had not attained, not at all by any
previous good works or merit on their part, but entirely through
the grace or good pleasure of God, who thought fit so to favour
them. In like manner, let us compare our condition with that o£
the poor heathens^ who are still wandering in darkness and the
shadow of death ; let us compare ourselves with those of our
brethren nearer home, in respect of tvhom we enjoy peculiar
advantages through the accidents, as they are sometimes called,
of birth or education 3 and then let us ask ourselves the question,
is it in consequence of any virtue or merit on our part, that we
possess, in these.respects, opportunities ..and blessings which have
been denied to others ? If not, we may, without impropriety, apply
to ourselves language not unlike that which was addressed by the
apostles to their immediate disciples. J3y the kind providence of
God, we who have been born in a Christian country, and have re-
ceived the inestimable blessing of a religious education, conducted
on enlightened and evangelical principles, have been elected to the
possession of these advantages, which place us in a condition so

110 ON THE CAliVINlSYTC J>O€TI11NE



much superior to a large portion of our Mlow-ci-eattii^Si ia con~
sequence of t&e free grace and kitidiiess of our heavenly Father,
and not of our own good works. This we readily perceive ; we
acknowledge it with j oyful gratitude to the bountiful giver of every
good gift ; and it is manifest that in so far as these peculiar bless-
ings are concerned^ there is a dose analogy between our condition
and that of those i ĵwJbomJtJ^as^rst^saidv̂Blessed^are—your
eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear, what great things
God hath prepared for them that love him and keep his com-
mandments.

It is important also to observe, that, in both cases, the terms
are applied to advantages in p ossession, not in prosp ect; in both
cases the exhortation of the apostle is equally appropriate, that we
give all diligence to make our calling and election sure. Have
we been callecl to receive the word of this salvation, which is by
Christ, while, perhaps, a great majority of our fellow-men remain
in the depths of ignorance and idolatry ? have we been called to
partake of the blessings of Christian instruction ? have we been
singled out through the special protection and appointment of
God to know the truth as it is in Jesus ? have we been favoured
with valuable advantages, in a moral point of view, over some
even of our countrymen and neighbours who may have been
brought up in ignorance, without the means of learning God's Jaws
and the promises of the gospel ? TEese are gifts of divine bounty
which we alread y possess ; these are among the talents of which
an account will be demanded, conformable in all cases to that just
and equitable principle, of them to whom much has been given
much will also be required. If your righteousness, said our Lord
to his disciples, do not exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees,
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Having been
chosen to receive the promises, to learn the terms of a new and
better covenant, to profit by a more pure and holy law ; to be
enlightened by more just conceptions of Divine Providence, by
more enlarged and liberal manifestations of Divine grace, extended
to all the rational creatures of God, it became them to show
that they were wiser and better for the peculiar means of instruc-
tion with which they had been honoured. AntJ in like manner to
us it may be said in the spirit, if not in the language of the apos-
tles, having partaken of the benefits of religious knowledge,
having learnt the will and intentions of God concerning his crea-
tures both here and hereafter, be careful to bring fortl) the ggod
fruits of holiness in heart and life. Let it not be said, e Ye were
called to partake of the means of grace, but ye trampled them
under your feet ; the hopes of glory were proposed to your ac-
ceptance, but ye despised and rej ected them,' Having received
the word of Divine truth , give all diligence to follow its heavenly
guidance, and thus to make your calling and election sure .

W. T.
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SPECIMENS OF A NEW, SIMPLE, AND IMPARTIAL TRANSLATION
OF THE GOSPELS IN A HARMONIZED FORM, WITH SHORT IN-
CIDENTAL NOTES, BY A LAYMAN.

{Continued from pa ge 75.)

TWO OF JOHN'S DISCIPLES FOLLOW JESUS ; ANDREW INTRO-
DUCES HIS BROTHER SIMON.

John i. 35-—43.
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On the morrow again, John was standing with two of his dis-
ciples ; when , looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith,

A
pq * • Behold the Lamb of God!' And the two disciples heard

y r \ him speak, and followed Jesus. Jesus, turning and see-ar * '¦ ing them following, saith unto them , ' What seek ye?'
They said unto him, c Rabbi/ (which signifieth by interpretation.
Doctor, or Teacher) * where dwellest thou P1 He saith unto them,
' Come and see.' They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode
with him that day ; it was about the tenth hour, Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother, was one of the two, who heard John and followed
him [Jesus]. He firs t findeth his own brother Simon and saith
unto him, c We have found the Messiah,' (which is by interpre-
tation, the Christ, or anointed.) And he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus, looking upon him, said, 'Thou art Simon, the son of Jonah ;
thou shalt_be called Cephas/ (which is interpreted, Peter, or a
rock),

PHILIP FOLLOWS JESUS, AND INTRODUCES NATHANAEL.
John i. 44—52.

On the morrow, Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth
¦« «• 

^ 
Philip, and saith unto him , * Follow me/ Now Philipar* * was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip

findeth Nathanael and saith unto him , e We have found him, of
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets wrote, Jesus the son of
Joseph, who is of Nazareth.' Nathanael said unto him, * Can
any thing good be of N azareth ?' Philip saith unto him, *" Come
and see/ Jesus saw Nathanael coming unto him, and saith of
him, ' Behold an Israelite indeed, in whomi'is; no guile/ "Nathan ael
saith unto him, * Whence lcnowest thou me ?' Jesus answered and
said unto him , * Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under
the fig-tree, I saw thee/ Nath anael answered and said unto him,
? Rabbi [Teacher] thou art the son of God, thou art the king of
Israel/ Jesus answered and said unto him, * Because I said
unto thee, "I saw thee Under the fig-tree," belieyest thou ? thou
shalt see greater things than these.' And he saith unto Kni,
4 Verily veril y I say unto you , henceforth ye shall see the heaven
opened , and the angels of God ascending and descending upon
the son of man/ [i. e. the will of God shall be revealed to you,
and ye shall witness his heavenly communications with the son
of man .]

To be continued*



gIR }—The following letter has lately-
been received from that faithfu l and
industrious servant of Christ, Wil-

-liam-Robertsfof-Madras:—Irrelates
to a subject which deserves the
favourable consideration of the Uni-
tari an public, and I trust that you
will secure for it all the attention
which the pages of the U nitarian
Chronicle can afford .

To the Rev. E. Tagart.
Reverend Sir,—I have often men-
tioned in my letters to my respected
friends my having written notes and
discourses on the gospels ; these
have been copied , and divided into
several parts, and put into the hands
of my brethren. This was done
about twelve years ago. From my
further reading and thinking; I
thought I could improve them. Ac-
cordingly I began about three years
ago, and am still continuing, to revise
and write them fresh. 1 have lately
made David Saverymooto copy the
revised parts. These notes, &c. are
on the harmony of the four Evan-»
gelists, (in arrangement I have fol-
lowed Dr. Priestley's notes, &c, on
his harmony of the four Evangelists,)
by which it is plain to be understood
that it is not a literal translation of
Dr. Priestley's notes* &e., to which
my capacity is not equal, I endea-
voured to comprehend his meaning
and spirit to the best of my abilities ,
and put it into Tamiiin, my own way ;
in so doing, I was sometimes obliged
to use more words than would be
thought necessary, ow\ng to my
countrymen not being much ac-
quainted with theological writings.
Paraphrase I have very little in it.
On doctrinal and practical parts of
morality I have been copious ; in
this I have often exceeded the origi-
nal , because this was necessary to
help my readers to the full compre-

hension of the E vangelical sub-
j ects . These notes, &c. in general
I make use of in our _Sunj ^y_^er̂
vices instead of sermons , most of my
brethren , particularly men, having
the bible in th eir hands , examine the
explanation with the texts ; if at
th eir leisu re they read over the
passages, they will recollect more of
my illustrations than a long ' dis-
course on a single text.
- According* to my humble judg-
ment, any young man who is tole-
rably well acquainted with the Scrip-
ture, and my controversial tracts,
using these notes and discourses,
may easily acquire the ability of

, teaching the plain truths of the gos-
pel to others , and by perseverance
for a few-year s he may write dis-
courses with facility j on any parts "of
the Evangelists for his audience.
The copying of it is very expensive
and su bject to mistakes ; none of my
brethren can well afford to pay for
the copying of it. If these notes
were printed and put into the hands
of my young assistants and other
intelligent members of our society in
Madras, and elsewhere, it would be
the happiest thing of what I have
hitherto done for them by your
beneypler^t assistance. This wj ll .be
the means of bringing to their recol-
lection what I had taught them in
the course of many years of my life,
when I am no more ; and I doubt
not that it would be a lasting bless-
ing to my countrymen. The whole
of these notes and discou rses are 700
pages foolscap j wh en printed it Mil
be nearly about 1,200 pages. I
should think in size equal to the
pages of my vindication of Unitarian
Christianity. At the present rate
of print ing, nearly as I could calcu^
late; the printing charges and paper
will come to no less than £270, It is
a great sum of money, but it would

113

INTELLIGENCE.

Vol. II, I



be of immense benefit. I earnestl y
wish to lay this my statement before
my respected English and American
Unitarian friends for their mature
consideration. The printing1 when
commenced will not be done within
three years ; therefore I should not
jwant__ t lie_jaioney at once. As the
work goes on through the press, if!
had money enough to pay in the end
of every year it would do. Even I
will not wish them to advance any-
thing till the work is gone through
the press six months, If my fri ends
should th ink it fit to authorize me to
commence the work I should th ink it
a joy ful task in my time of life, if
heaven should prolong it.

I have also written notes on the
Acts of the Apostles, wh ich contain
190 pages. Of the Old Testament,
I have written notes on Genesis and
part of Exodus. May the Being
to whom all intent ions of human
underta kings are present dispose
agreeable to his_ good will is the
prayer of, Reverend Sir, your ever
gratefu l and obedient Servant,

William Roberts.
Pursewaulaim, Madras,

10th Sept. 1832.

^ 
The funds of the Unitarian Asso-

ciat ion are by no means equal to so
large an expense as must be in-
curred, accord ing to th is excellent
man's statement , by the proposed
publication. It has therefore been
suggested that a separate subscri p-
tion should be immediately com-
menced for the purpose of raising
the sum required. And surely in
this country and in America there
can soon be found an ample number
of persons willing to contribute to*
wards such a work.

Those who have enjoyed an oppor-
tunity of seeing the writer 's * An-
swer to Anantachary, or Unitarian
Christianity Vindicated/ (a few co-
pies of which have been sent over to
this country, ) were surprised at the
clear reasoning, the critical know-
ledge, and the forcible language
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which th at pamphlet contained ; and
they have formed a very high opinion
of the author's powers and labours.
His punctual _and_ satisfactory cor*
respondence with his Unitarian
friends in this country, which has
been continued through many years,
bears ample testimony to -his zeal,
iirduTstrypdiscretionv-and-usefulnessv
His letters display an admirable
union of practical sense and rational
piety, with an earnest desire to
spread the knowledge of pure Chris-
tianity amongst bis countrymen.
His long and faithfu l labours in
that distant field deserve to be con*
templated with respectful admira-
tion and. even enthusiasm. He has
broken up new and otherwise im-
practicable ground, we know not for
what future harvests. There is rea-.
son to believe that such a work in
Tamil as he proposes, would emulate,
if not excel, the translations of Dr.
Carey, while to give him all the en-
couragement in our power, presents
an opportunity of practically re-
butting the sarcasms of a late con-
tributor to the Congregational Maga-
zine upon the lukewarmness and in-
difference of Unitarians , and , stilt
better, of gilding with happy sun-
shine the evening hour of a most
worthy labourer in. the vineyard of
the Lord.

I will only add that Mr. Horwood
at the Association Office will re-
ceive the names of subscribers , and
remain, Sir,

Yours, very respectfully,
Edward Tagart.

Addison Road, Kensington,
13th March, 1833,
P. S. Since the above was written,

a letter has been received from
Thedphilus Roberts, which gives an
interesting account of his proceed-
ings at Secunderabad , and states
that his father, thou gh growing"
weaker and troubled with a severe
cough, is employing himself in pre-
paring the notes, &c. referred to in
the foregoing letter, and in writing
a memoir of his life in English.



WIDOWS' FUND ANNIVERSARY.
The Annual Sermon on behalf of
the Society for the Relief of the
necessitous Widows and Children of
Protestant Pissenting Ministers, will
be preached on Wednesday, the 10th
April next , at the Hev. D. Davison's
.Cliapel,—Jtodn—Street,—,Alde-r-sgate-
Street , hy the Rev: E. Tagart , of
York Street Chapel, St. James's.
Service to begin at Twelve o'clock
precisely.

The religious Services connected
with the Eighth Anniversary of the
opening of this Meeting-house, took
place on Sunday, Dec. 30th, when
sermons were preached in the morn-
ing at that chapel by the Rev. J. R.
Beard , Minister, and in Mosley-
street chapel by the Rev. J. J. Tay-
ler "; and in. the evening,, in Cross-
street chapel , by the Rev. J. G. Rob-
berds ; and collections made in aid
of the fund for liquidating the debt
on the Greengate Meeting-house,
amounting together to £&0. Us.

It has been usual , in previous
years, for the friends of the Green-
gate congregation to dine together
with its members in the Sunday-
school room under the chapel. Oil
this occasion , however, it was re-
solved , instead , .to have a tea-party,
by which the ladies of the three con-
gregations were enabled to meet.
The tea-party was held on Wednes-
day evening, the 2nd of January, in
the spacious apartments called the
Exchange Dining Rooms, which
were tastefully decorated with fes-
toons and wreaths of flowers and ever-
greens. On this occasion 395 ladies
and gentlemen, chiefl y members of
the three congregations sat down to
tea and about 50 others came in
during the addresses, The Rev. J. G.
Robberds took the chair. After
explaining the circumstances which
had led to the change of character

in this anniversary meeting, and ex-
pressing a hope that it would be the
means of promoting a greater degree
of union amongst the members of
the three congregations, he sai d that
sentiments would be proposed and
responded to, and the only difference
between th at meeting and a public

"clinner would Fe"that no wine would
there be drank to the toasts ; but he
had never been able to discover that
wine (though it might show that a
number of glasses were drank to a
number of toasts) added anything to
the sincerity and cordiality of feeling
which led those present on such
occasions to adopt the sentiments
announced from the chair. The sen-
timents to be given that evening,
would have no accompaniment but
that of Christian feeling arid kind^
ness. It was usual to commence
public proceedings of this nature
with a wish of kindness towards
those at the head of affairs in this
country, - and though they did not
there meet as politicians , there was
on that very account the more claim
upon them to express their kind
wishes ; for he had too often found
that those influenced by political
feelings were either biassed by them
to look up to the high and great of
this world as if they were exalted
above humanity, while those on the
other hand who were disinclined to
particular individuals by their politi-
cal feelings , seemed as if they could
riot give them the benefit of any of
those rules for our conduct towards
each other , which were enjoined by
the Christian law. It appeared to
him that Christianity taught us to
behold in the highest as well as in
the lowest, not a man connected witk
some particular office , but a human
being—a man and a brother,—one
who has feelings such as we have,
interests such, as we have, and one
whose real happiness, whatever be
his station , must depend upon the
very same great principles of mo-
rality and religion upon which we
believe our happiness depends. And
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as this the commencement of a new
year was a natural time for the ex-
pression of good wishes towards one
another, he proposed to begin the
public business of the evening by
wishing * A happy new year to our
King and Queen, may they live to
js,ee,nianx years of increase and pros-
perity to the people, and to find, in
their strength and intelligence, the
best foundation for the safety an d
honour of the Throne.'

The Chairman next said—The
new year has begun to us in peace,
and health , and safety ; but how has it
commenced to many of our fellow-
creatures in various parts of the
widely extended Bri tish Empire ?
Are there not instances in which we
can fancy, that were we to attempt
to utter the wish of ' a happy new
year ,' the words would die away in
our th roats. Were you now in one
of our West India Islands to meet
with a slave, would -not the idea
cross your minds? what sort of a year
this is likely to be to him. * -A happy
new year !' Wh at ! if it should
still continue to bind upon him those
fetters in which both his body and
mind are enslaved ? What , if it
should continue to place him at the
absolute disposal of his fello w mor-
tal ? Your wish, then, for him, if it
be a sincere one, must be that this
year shall tend to loosen the bonds in
which he is held ,—that something
may be done this year which shall
tend to wipe off that foul blot from
the national honou r, and to relieve
the national conscience from a great
burden. But we need not go so far ,
we need only go to many parts of
our own or a neighbouring country,
to find thousands in the most wretch-
ed state of ignorance and pauper-
ism,—those who are placed in cir~
eunlstances that would-seem almost
to make crime necessary to them ,
at least to accusto m them to i t , from
their very birth ; and what would be
our meaning, if to them we expressed
the wish of * a happy new year ?
If we wish happiness to be their lot ,

we must endeavour to remove their
ignorance, to improve their con-
dition , and to place them in circum-
stances much more favourable for
forming a virtuous and respectable
character . And I th ink if ever there
was a year when we might entertain
the hope that something would be
done for our fellow-subjects, this is
that year , for never has one open -
ed on the British empire when so
much might be expected from the
House of Commons. I speak not
from political feelings , but as a phi-
lanthropist and a Christian , when I
say, that I think we may look for-
ward with greater confidence than
Britons could at any former period ,
to measures that shall promote peace
and comfort throughout this empire.
In accordance with this opinion is
the sentiment which I now propose :
—* May the deliberations of the new
Parliament be directed to the wisest
measures for promoting peace, order ,
and contentment in all parts of the
British empire, for the abolition of
slavery abroad , and for the diminu-
tion of ignorance, pauperism, and
crime at home '

Richard Potter , JEsq. M. P. for
Wigan , said that he should think
the new year but ill employed if at
least some of the important obje cts
referred to in the sentiment , were
not accomplished. After expressing
his regret at the state of Ireland , and
his hope that it would engage the
early attention of the legislature ,
Mr. Potter said , a state of things in
which a man had less interest in his
own person than was possessed by
another , was in itself so monstrous,
that no consideration as to the effect
on property ought , in his opinion , to
interfere with the emancipation of
the slaves without loss of time. He
for one should not consider the prin-
ciples of civil and religious liberty
full y established till dissenters were
relieved from contributing to the
wealth and splendour of an establish-
ment from which they derive no
benefit , of whose connexion with the
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state th ey disapprove, whose disci-
pline they reject , and whose tenets
they in part disavow and disbelieve.
He never could see, either , why the
dissenters of England should not be
permitted , as well as the dissenters
of Scotland and Ireland , to marry in
their own places of worship, by th eir
mvinxfffirslie^
they approved of. Lord (then Mr.)
Brougham, after his election for
Yorksh ire, had said that he was con-
vinced the dissenters had only to ask
this boon at the hands of parliament
and it would be granted. He (Mr.
Potter) therefore hoped , that the
dissenters of England of all denomi-
nations would approach parliament
in a manner not to be misunderstood ,
and request to be placed on the same
footing with other dissenters in the
British empire. But he thought
that there' was not, generally speak-
ing, a sufficient bond of union
amongst dissenters. He-did not , for
his part , like mexely, to meet his
fellow-worshippers once a week in the
house of prayer , and then all inter-
course between them to cease. He
thought social meetings of this kind
would lead to the happiest results ,
and he hoped that this would not be
the last.

The Chairman said , that all pre-
sent owed a debt of gratitude to the
Greengate Society for being the
means of bringing them together.
"hty would disci)arge part , of that

debt by expressing their hearty good
wishes for the prosperity of the
Greengate congregation , and for the
increasing satisfaction and comfort
in every way of their worthy minis-
ter. They had peculiar claims on
the hearty co-operation and -support
of the other two congregations , not
merely as a bod y of sectarian s con-
tending for certain peculiarities of
doctrine , but also as an advance-
guard of strenuous adversaries to
Jgnorance , and vice, and crime. They
were desirous of making their place
of worship a centre of instruction and
enlightenment to the neighbou rhood,

by the Sunday-school which they
had established, and which was sup-
ported with great zeal and success
by an infants'-school which they had
also established in the same room,
and by a library and other valuable
institutions connected with their
place of worship. He was sure_all
present would join in the sentiment
that ' while we express our hearty
good wishes for our breth ren the
Greengate Society and their minis-
ter, we would particularly congratu-
late them on having added an in-
fants'-school to the other usefu l in-
stitutions connected with their place
of worship.'

The Rev. J. R. Beard returned
thanks for the good wishes expressed
in the sentiment, and said, that he
considered the congregation with
which he had the happiness to be con-
nected, owing to the strenuous, dis-
interested , and untiring efforts of its
members, and to the unceasing kind-
ness of its friends , to be^in a far
better state at present than it had
ever before been, and to be doing a
good if not an extensive work in the
neighbourhood in which it was
situated. He would just allude to
the infant school, which had not
been established quite twelve months,
because he wished to pay a meed of
praise where it was most justly due;
and to show that with small means
much good might be done,—that in
fact wherever a Sunday-school ex-
isted there might also be an infant-
school. Mr. Beard detailed the cir-
cumstances under which the school
had been established , owing chiefl y
to the liberality of Mr. Thos. Potter,
the result of which was that the
school was now flourishing wjttli . an.
average"#of 130 children. He thought
that the efforts made to raise up
new congregations, crowned with
success as they had been in Green-
gate and other parts of the kingdom,
showed that much valuable good
might be done in this way to the
cause of truth. He would refer to
another question , that respecting a
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national provision for tlie support of
religion, a question of deep interest,
and which must come ere long before
the consideration of the legislature.
He believed that man was neces-
sarily a religious being, and that
therefore religion would never pe-»
rish^out_oiLtlie_ earth^_ We might
not be all we ought to be, but the
silent recognition of a superior
Power was deeply inlaid in the heart,
and never could be eradicated.
Therefore he would say * 'Let us
alone,' If true religion, then, took
care of itself , if they as dissenters
took care of their own religious
interests, and did their own work
therein , they ought not to be called
upon to do the work of others ; and
if the events now in opera tion did
not remove from them the grievance
of being called upon to support a
church from which they most con-
scientiously dissented , and in which
they rould find no good, particularly
if they were not relieved, from the
grievance of church-rates , then it
would become a question whether
dissenters should not resist , as the
Quakers had done. But whatever
might be the efforts of individuals
and congregations , he could not look
around him and see the mass of
ignorance and consequent wretched-
ness which existed in society with-
out feeling the inadequacy, the in-
sufficiency of the present instrumen-
tality employed to remove it. If
this be the case, it was our bounden
duty to institute other machinery,
and he rejoiced that in this respec t
so good an example had been com-
menced by the Unitarians of Man*
Chester , as that of a mission to the
poor. If this work were undertaken
in a trul y Christian spirit by a man
who loves Christ ianity and loves the
poor in his heart , going to his igno-
rant and sinfu l fellow-c reatures , not
to promote his own hut th eir inter-
ests , (and such a man he believed
they had found ,) then he would say
that good must ensue. But this
would not effect all the good that
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was desired , and he would appeal to
those present to make up by their
individual exertions the deficien cies
that must attach to that ministry.
Was there one present who might
not take one poor, it might he sin-
ful , family under their own Christian
superintendence , advice, and care ?
WaFIhlTriri)?]^
least might not endeavour to re-
claim and preserve from evil, one
poor child ? Suppose that each
were thus to save one child from
error and sin , would not such a plan
soon go far to change the state of
society. In conclusion, Mr. Beard
said , that he trusted the day was not
far distant , when his infant congre-
gation , which they had so kindly
fostered , would not only be able to
run alone, but even to rise to the
full and perfect stature of man in
Christ.

The Chairman said , that what-
ever they might be individually in-
clined to do, they, must Avish for im-
provements to be introduced on a
wider scale, to co-operate with their
individual efforts. The Greengate
infant-school had been mentioned :
there were, perhaps , five or six other
schools of this sort in the town ; but
what were they amongst such a
multitude ? There was a great want
of day-schools for elder children. In
Manchester and Salford there were
only three or four such schools, in-
cluding the LancasterianTSchopl. in
Manchester, and the (so-called)
National-schools in Manchester and
Salford ,—but what were these to-
wards supply ing our immense popu-
lation with the instruction they
needed ? Children could not . be
sent from a great distance through
the streets to these schools , and they
should , therefore, be more numerous
and equally spread throug h the dis-
trict s of the town. They had been
told that Government would take
into their earl y consideration a
scheme of national education . His
great hope was that it really would
be national , so that nothing would



prevent Catholic or Protestant,
Churchman or Dissenter from un-
hesitatingly sending1 his children
into the schools. He also hoped ,
that the management of those schools
would be committed to persons
chosen indifferentl y from all sects
and parties, religious and political,
l^itlrt:h^sr^FW'̂ h^w^D'M™^ii^6Se
the sentiment:— * We would express
our hope that if any system of
national education be proposed , it
will be truly national,—such as will
exclude none and favou r none, but
be adapted to the wants of all and
admit the co-operation of all.'

The Rev. Epwv Hawkes in re-
plying, referred to the opposition
made by the Dissenters to Mr.
Brougham's plan of public education ,
because there was a clause in the
bill which made it imperative on
every teacher in the proposed schools
to be a member of the established
Church . Now that the people had
gained their right as to a shar e in
the representation , they h ad, a fur-
ther right to look forward to the
establishment of a national system
of education , which should carry
knowled ge, the knowledge of their
duties as fellow-citizens and subjects,
to the most distant and deserted
portion of the population of our
country. He looked forward with
confident anticipation to the adoption
of a system of that sort , and he
would not exclude feroales from a
partici pation in its benefits , for he
thought it one of the greatest faults
in Mr. Brougham's bill , that it con-
tained no provision for their intellec-
tual wants.

The Rev, Mr. Smith , of Bolton ,
said , that in asking for a system of
national education, we demanded an
establishment for the effectual train-
ing of our humbler brethren in the
knowledge of their duties ,^-an in-
stitution that would perform that
work full y and freel y, unimpeded by
the shackles of sectarian feeling, and
uncramped by the trammels of politi-
cal partiali ty,—that would offer its

aid and its encouragements to all,
and would recognise no distinction
amongst those to whom it tendered
its blessings but that of the willing
and the unwilling. It might be
asked , would such a system of edu-
cation j ustify the expenditure of a
nation's resources which is already
pressed to the earth by a great and
increasing burden -of taxation ? He
hoped , that in reply ing in the affirm-
ative he was embodying the opi-
nion of the assembly he was address-
ing. He was persuaded they would
repudiate the maxim that ignorance
secured subj ection to the laws, and
Was the parent of virtue. He was
certain they would impugn that
maxim , for they knew th at it was
invented by tyranny, and that while
influenced by motives of 

¦ ' self-inter-
est, the mighty proclaimed its truth ,
the wise and good of every age de-
clared it false, and that the experi-
ence of all time had confirmed their
opinion . Nor .did he,think that the
burden of taxation need be increased
for the purpose of national education .
A reform in the Church was contem-
plated : wh y cou ld not a portion of
its revenues be appropriated , as they
were once, to the support and bene-
fit of the poor ? Better a portion
of wealth should be abstracted from
that Church , than that one inquiring
mind should be allowed to perish for
lack of intellectual food. It might
be objected, that in the system they
desired to see in operation , by ex-
cluding sectarianism , they deprived
education of a trul y scriptural cha-
racter. He would meet this objec-
tion by affirming, that no truly
national ,, system could be otherwise
than deficient in this respect , and he
iriust pity that man whose Benevo-
lence would lead him to shut up the
well of knowledge, unless he were
permitted to mingle his own favourite
ingredients with its pure and un-
adulterated waters. Such a system
of education might be pronounced
unholy by those who claimed for
themselves alone the possession of
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the tru e gospel faith , and who ex-
cluded from the pale of salvation all
who refused credence to their own-pe-
culiar doctrines ;, but he looked upon
the condition with praise instead of
blame, and he rejoiced that in the
operation of such a system they
would extin guish sectarian animosi-
tie&,Jih£5Lj&Qj4djJi£n
rooms of the schools friendshi ps and
affe ctions which in after life would
smooth down the asperities of politi-
cal and party d istinctions , and pro-
mote that harmony which would in-
crease our national stren gth and
ensure our national virtue.

The Chairman said , that it had
"been thought by some friends that
the present occasion was a favour-
able one for expressin g their opinion
on the question of Church reform.
He bel ieved that many of the public
were very much, in error as to the
notions which dissenters entertained
with respect to the established
Church .- -As a proof of this misap-
prehension , he would mention that
on hi s last journey to York a lady in
the coach had gravely assured him,
that the puritans of-Manchester were
very desirous to pull down the vene-
rable minster at York , the goodly
Cathedral of Durh am, and all the
other beautifu l and venerable ecclesi-
astical structures of the kingdom,
and that with the materials they
would build up meeting-houses.
This was only one of many instances
in which it was supposed that dissen-
ters were iying in wait for an oppor-
tunity of appropriating those build-
ings to their own purposes. Those
present knew well that they had no
such feelings,—that they had no
hostility to churchmen as chu rchmen,
¦—no objection to their having.pJa .ces
of worshi p where the ir own doctrines
might be preached to them ,— but
that they did objec t to pay ing for
keeping up those fine places. It ap-
peared to him that the case of the
dissenters and the Church was some-
thing of this kind :—'Here we are,
a large party, who have chosen to

take- tea. Now supposing that in
the news-room below there is a still
larger party who having chosen to
take cocoa , af ter having taken their
cocoa, send their bills up to you and
me and make us debtors for a great
part of what they had expended in
the purchase of cocoa. We should
be very much astonished at their de-
mand * and we shoul d go to them
and say, 'We have no right to pay,
for we hav e not had any part of
your cocoa.' ' Oh, but ,' they would
perhaps reply, ' the room was open ,
and you might all have come and
each of you might have had a cup of
cocoa if you chose/ ' Well , but ,
we don't like cocoa, we don't think
it so good as tea.' Then perhaps,
might come to us their medical autho-
rities, proving to us that tea is a most
pernicious drink , and that we can riot
do better than forsake our tea and
go and take their cocoa. And so
firml y "convinced of this is the party
below, that they would enforce our
payment of a-sh are of the cost of
their cocoa, whether we think fit to
drink it or not. Really, monstrous
as th is seemsj I do not see in what it
differs from the demand which the
Church makes upon us to support
their spiritual cocoa. If this were
a new country, and the question for
consideration was 4 how shall we
support religion V he should certain-
ly agree with the friend on his right ,
(Mr. Beard ,) "who had said that reli-
gion would support itself ; but . the
question was modified in this in-
stance by having a Church establish-
ment already in existence, probably
possessing the attachment of a very
considerable body of our fellow-men.
Thei r wishes then, he trusted , with
respect .to, this Church , were, th at , it
should continue to exist in such a
form as would make it as extensively
usefu l as possible for the objects
which it professes to have in view—
the moral and reli gious improvement
of the country at large. And dissen-
ter as he was, he had a firm wish and
hope that some such reform as that
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¦vvould fe/ carried^ into effect. If
there must be an establishment, he
should delight to see it so extensively
useful , that dissenting ministers
should be left without congregations,
and have to go in search of other
employments. It would then be, what
Mr. Smith had described the plan of
a systen^f jylu^aj^
iiaTional7"He was glad to have this
opportunity of disclaiming anything
like hostility to churchmen , he
would have them, if possible , to un-
derstan d that we did not want to
get the possession of what is pro-
perly and justl y their own ; but
merely to be let alone in our own
particular way of religious worship.
With these feelings and views he
would propose the sentiment , t While
we sh all rejoice in any reform of the
established Church by which it can
be made extensively effective for the
moral an d religious improvement of
the people, we are desirous of ex-
pressing our conviction that no such
institut ion can have any just claim
upon the support of all , un less it can
be proved to be for the benefit of
all. '

The Rev. Mr. Johns full y acqui-
esced in the sentiment ; he agreed
in the fi rst part of it , because he
wished that any reform , anywhere
throughout the world , whether among
the different sects of Christians at
home, or among the followers of the
prophet , amongst the Brahmins of
India , or the bonzes of China , might
alvvavs be of that character which
should be for the good of the great
bod y of the people. From the second
part of the sentiment , he. dre w the
inferences that the establishment had
no just claims upon us for support ,
and that if all were, obliged to sup-
port any exclusive system of religion
they were labouring under oppres-
sion and inj ustice , for they paid as
much as church men, while they re-
ceived no benefit *

The Rev J. J. Tayjler , of Mosley-
street chapel , said he had felt that
this subj ect was, and always must

be, a delicate one. In connexion
with the subject of the Church there
were two views which ought to be
kept perfectly distinct , and they were
these. What is it rig-lit and proper
for us as protestant dissenters to do
on this as on every other emergency ?
and secondly, what we should wish
jtjo-se euioneJin-th e-way-of—practical
reform with respect to an institu tion
to which we are on principle op-
posed , but which , it must at the same
time be admitted , in the present
state of society, is a great engine of
moral influence for good and for
evi l ? As protestant dissenters, said
Mr. Tayler, I conceive our course is
perfectly plain and straight forward.
We take our stand upon this prin-
ciple,(and it is the ground upon which
our forefathers stood, who were
taught the lesson of religious wis-
dom and toleration by stern and suf-
fering times,) we acknowledge no
human authority whatever in reli-
gion, we do not conceive that any
man or any society of men has any
power or ability to prescribe to us
what we ouglit or ought not to be-
lieve in religion ; we believe that
religion is strictly a personal concern ,
standing between a man's own con-
science and his God , and that to
God alone he is amenable for his
opinions. These are the principles
which I entertain as a protestant
dissenter; and it appears to me
that the obvious and necessary ap-
plication of that first principle is,
that we do not recognise in any
government or leg islature whatever,
the ability to decide , among different
forms of reli gion, which is the truest
and the best , and to select in conse-
quence of that decision , any one
amongst these forms as the special
objects of its own patronage, endow-
ments, and remunerations , These,
sir , seem to me to be the princi ples
of protestant dissenters , and they
may be expressed in two proposi-
tions :—That we acknowled ge to the
fullest ex tent the right of free in-
quiry and private jud gment in mat-
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ters of religion, and as one necessary
consequence of that, we do not ap-
prove, under any circumstances, or
in any degree , of any political con-
nexion between Church and State,
which would virtuall y go to the
denial of that right. I agree with
what has been said by former speak-
er-s~4bat~it -is4>ut -justJ ;hat_theyjivJiQ
conscientiously dissent from the
establishment should be released
from all liability to its support ; and
that all civil , all social di st inctions,
grounded upon varieties of religious
opinion , ought to be entirel y taken
away, so that there shall no longer
exist in society that disgracefu l
thing that in the 19th century, in
this day of increased knowledge, it
sh all affect a man's influence or re-
putation, that he shall be on the one
hand a churchman or on the other a
dissenter.

I anrper^ctly well aware th at as
to the question of Church property , it
may be considered an indecorou s and
indrerreafe thing for dissenters to
allude to it at all ; but I must con-
fess that there is a view of it in
which it is interesting to ourselves
as well as to the Church. When we
speak of Church property I apprehend
we mean the donations of our an-
cestors , as well as that large rent
raised by the tax upon land which I
t rust will be redeemed , (because it
has one of the most injurious and
malignant influences upon society,)
and converted into a fund of another
description. But even supposing
the tithes annihilated , as I trust they
will be , t here will st ill be fun ds
arising from the commutation of
those tithes , in the hands of govern-
ment , as wel l as a large mass of
property which consists in the funds
originally created , and in founda-
tions. I think we cannot disguise
from ourselves that , as members of
the community, we are interested
in the future disposal of th is pro-
perty. What ' property is it of which
we speak ? Is it the property of a
private individuai^Hfcb^JTOnaneiit

property of a corporation ? Or is it ;
not, in its true and proper character,
national property ? I trust that the
question has been already set at rest
by the well-known incident in •oau?-
history. By whom was it set apart ,
concentrated , and originally placed at
the disposal of the Church? Assuredly
nojj iyjyhoj^wj^
the present Church of this country,
bu t by the Roman Catholics ; and I
conceive that the legislative act
which , in the reign of Henry the
Eighth , transferred that property
from those who then held it to those
who now possess it, was an acC which
stamped upon it decidedly and in-
disputably the character of a na-
tional property. If any doubt re-
mains upon this subject , then we
may appeal to the most temperate
and enlightened writers of our own
country , to men whose prejudices
and prepossessions were all in favour
of the Church , and in opposit ion to
dissenters ; and I will take- this op-
portunity of mentioning two of
them, the late Sir James Macintosh ,
and Mr. Hallam, the enlightened
interpreters of our constitu tional
history. Both, these writers have
taken the same view of this property,
that it is held conditionally, for spe-
cified purposes, under the sanction
of the legislature. Regarding it as
national property, we are conse-
quentl y entitled to some considera-
tion for the degree of interest we
feel in the disposal of that fund
which may be made by the legis-
lature.

There is one part of this subje ct
upon which I feel very strongl y,-—-
I mean with reference to that part
of this great national property which
is set aside avowedly for the purpose
of national education : I mean the
two great corporations of the uni-
versities of Oxford and Cambridge.
These are called national institutions ,
and so they ought to be; but' 1
appeal to any ona who knows how
they are conducted , whether that
designation properly describes them.
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They are not for persons of all
classes and opinions ; but , from the
manner in which they are constituted ,
they are for a particular class, and
(I use not the term invidiously) for
a particular sect amongst all others.
A gentl eman, a friend of mine, who
has travelled much on the continent,
and who has been in habits of inter-
colj rse~TviTh ^^  ̂ learning and
science in the various universities
abroad , has told me that amongst
these men. nothing excited their as-
tonishment so greatly as to find that
in England, which is general ly con-
sidered the most enlightened country
on the face of the ear th , and in the
19th century, places of avowedly
national education were not open
for the instruction of all. What
can be a more gross anomaly than
tha t a man shall be required to make
a declaration of opinions^ which it
ought to be one of the last resul ts
of the whole of his studies through
li fe to form , to fix , and to ascertain ?
Yet this actuall y is done at our uni j
versities ; and though I am perfectly
well aware th at there are those who
call themselves dissenters, and are
so, who n evertheless do not hesitate
to make that declaration and to sub-
scri be those forms , yet I do not
consider that subscri ption consistent
with the integrity or with the re-
verence to be attached to making a
solemn declarat ion upon oath . Sup-
pose sen enlightened individual were
to fou nd a chair for the teaching
geology or astronomy, or, for in-
stance , political economy, and were
to tell the person appointed to it ,1 You are to teach political economy,
(or whatever may be the science,)
but you are not to avail yourself of
the new lights.which have broken, in
u pon it , you are not to comprise in
you r inculcations any new disco-
veries, or any recent facts ; you are
onl y to teach what Dr. Adam Smith
tau ght seventy years ago ; and if
you teach one sy llable less or more
th an that , on that very instan t you
forfeit your chair.; I ask, is not that

paralleled by the proceedings of our
universities ? We actually take the
barbarous remnants of the supersti -
tious theology, the dark and monkish
ignorance of the 14th and 15th
centuries, and we make thi s the test
and measure of moral and rel igious
opinions in the 19th century. When
!Lyo^geo&Mi,J^Xarj^^
education, there was no one subject
excited such deep and painful regrets
in my mind as to feel , that because
I was a protestant dissenter, because
I had been taught by my parents to
reverence the principles of protest-
ant dissen t, and still more because
I was intended for the exercise of
the ministry amongst protestant dis-
senters, I was obliged conscientiously
to forego all the advantages and
benefits of these universities , (and
they are the very highest to a man
who seeks to cultivate his mind ,)
because institutions which were
formed for avowedly national pur-
poses were limited to the benefit and
advanta ge of one particular class.
As to the fund which is set .apart
for the maintenance of the clergy of
the national Church , I th ink that
th is, li ke every other part of the
property, should be considered as
national property, and be completely
at the disposal of the national legis-
lature. And I trust that the time
will come when religion will be
entirely severed from the state. In
the mean t im e, for all those truths do
not break upon all men's minds at
once, I for one shall be perfectl y
content to retain my situation as an
unbeneficed , unpatronized teacher of
religion , so long as there exists a
majority of the people of this na-
tion who think that that connexion
between the Church and the State
ought to exist. So long as the ma-
jority of the peop le of this country
demand a national Church , (thoug h
I can have nothing to do with it ,)
while I will employ my humble
powers to point out the mischief of
such a connexion , so long I would
not have any portion of its property.
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If that property were more equitably
distributed amongst the clergy, I
believe that it would be productive
of a wider and more efficient good
than it has ever yet been. As dis-
senters, we can have no interested
wishes in desiring to see reforms in
the Church ; for I believe that a re-
formed~Chu-r~e-h-~~would—in ci'ease—in
numbers and strength , and would
secure its continuance for a number
of years ; so that if I looked at it in
a mere narrow, sectarian spirit, I
should say, * I do not desi re Church
reform.' But I look at it , asking
myself not what will do most to ex-
tend the numbers and influence of
the body to which I belong ; but
what, under the actual circumstances,
taking mankind as they are, will be
best calculated for the moral happi-
ness and harmony of all classes.
My fervent hope is, that whatever
changes take pl ace will be peaceable
and amicable , that there wil l be a
deep and tender respect for the feel-
ings, and even for the honest pre-
ju dices of the present generation
who are enjoying the benefits and
sharing in the distinctions of the
Church establishment. There can
be no such thino; as a national re-
ligion ; it must be an individual
thing. The national will has only
to decree the dissolution of the con-
nexion of the Church with the State,
and then that connexion will peace-
ably and constitutionall y take place.

The next sentiment given from
the chair was the following :—* We
profess ourselves heartil y desirou s
of joinin g together with all our fel-
low-Chri stians who will accept our
co-operation , in endeavouring to im-
prove the physical and moral con-
dition of the poor in our own town
and neighbourhood. '

Mr. James Aspinall Turner , in
responding to this sentiment , spok e
wit h pleasure of the recentl y insti -
tuted 4 Ministry to the Poor' in
Manchester , the obj ect of which ,
he said , was not so much to teach
th e poor to dep end on the aid of

others in buffeting the waves of
life's stormy sea, as to show them
how they might stem the tide them-
selves.

Mr. Richard Potter mentioned
as an instance of ineieasi ng co-ope-
ration amongst those of different de-
nominations, that a meeting, at
^rhirh, he had been present that
morning, (to consider in what way
a few huudred pounds remaining
from the cholera subscription should
he applied ,) consisted of two Catholic
priests, the chairman of this meeting,
(Rev. J. G. Rbbberds ,) a Church
clergyman, a Methodist minister, and
two or three others ; and that a
sub-committee, consisting of a Uni^
tarian minister , a Catholic priest , and
(he believed) a Methodist minister
was ^ appointed to consider how the
money might be^best applied to the
benefi t of the pock.

The next sentiment , 4 We cordially
wish success to the various experi-
ments which are alread y going on
for the promotion of instruetionrtem-
pe ranee, and domestic comfort ,' was
spoken to by the Rev. Wm. Gas-
kell, who observed that the reports
of several excellent institutions, and
of various experiments which had
been tried , showed that the higher
classes began to take a deeper in-
terest in the welfare of those beneath
them , that more of the opulent and
the mighty were gathering to the
cause of virtue and piety ; and* while
they had reason to rejoice in this, he
trusted it would not be forgotten
that none were so mean or poor, but
they could take their share in this
great work.

The Chairman next expressed the
sentiment , t We especial ly wish suc-
cess to the experiment Just begun
by ou rselves of a City Mission or
Ministry to the Poor ; and we pro -
mise to give what encouragement
and help we can, individually and
collectivel y, to Mr , Ashworth , in the
important office which he has under-
taken/.—For this office was wanted
a man of great benevolence, and at
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the same time, of . sound j udgment,
of Christian simplicity, piety, and
charity. As far as he had any know-
ledge of Mr. ' Ash-worth -, and as he
had been assured by those who knew
him sti ll better , they would , he be-
lieved , have such a man in him.

Mr. John Ashworth, the minister
•t(Mih'&-p0oiV"Said-thatrtlr«raflSer'ft5
had accepted was one exceedingly
congenial to his feelings, and exactly
suitable to his heart. It was the
great work of the Saviour himself to
seek out the disobedient and the
lost, and to bring them to the know-
ledge and practice of the truth .
Another and very valuable part of
his work was to relieve real and deep
dis tress, though he agreed with the
sentimentj that the best way to help
the' poor was to help them to help
themselves. He hoped that some-
thing beneficial might be taught in
domes tic economy, at least so far as
to restrain the poor fro m going to
the public-house and the dram-shop,
However defective he might prove
in ability to do the work, he had no
defect in affection for the cause, and
he hoped that he should approve
himself the faithfu l servant of the
friends of the mission and of the
people to whom he had to minister.

The Chairman next said, ' We
earnestl y hope that this experiment
will be an additional bond of union
among our three congregations.'

Mr. Richard Collins dwelt on the
beneficial results of union , especially
in the promotion of benevolent ob-
jects , and expressed his pleasure at the
presence of so many ladies, which he
hoped would stimulate his brethren
to yet greater exertions in the cause
of t ru th and virtue.

The Rev. J . R. Beard rose to
Pf'opose that all present should sig-
nif y their respect, attachment , and
thank s to their Chairman for the un-
tir ing" zeal he had shown , not only
on th is , but on every other occasion ,
connected with the welfare of the
Creengate Society, ' [The concur-

rence of the compan y was expressed
by rising and clapping of hands.]

The Chair ma n, in acknowledging
the vote of thanks, said , * I should
not have undertaken the office of
Chairman, but , as I have told you
before, I trusted in your kindness to
make- allowances for any defi ciencies
af mine. I am like the Moilan harp,
which will not respond to the touch
of any hand , but depends greatly on
the influence of the passing breeze.
And if, like this instrument ,,.I have
afforded you any harmony to your
satisfaction, it is because the spirit
of confidence in your kindness has
inspired my heart , and has been
gently sweeping over its chords,'
He then gave the following senti-
ment:—' We earnestly desire to
witness an increase of fellow-feeling
between hearers and ministers on all
subjects connected with the pro-
motion of virtue and piety/

The Rev. Mr. May , of Stand, near
Manchester., dwelt on the power
which the zealous co-operation of his
congregation gave to the Christian
minister in his labours to benefit
mankind , and on the increased be-
nefits and advantages which the
congregation derived from such a co-
operation with their minister.

The last sentiment was, ' In refer-
ence to religious societies of other
denomination s, we would take this
opportunity of declaring that we
heartily rejo ice in, all the good which
they do, sincerely respect all who
give evidence of a serious and Chris-
tian spirit , and pity and pray for
those who speak or act unjustly or
uncharitabl y towards ourselves.1
The Rev. F. Hovvarth of Bury, ad-
dressed the meeting on this senti-
ment in the suirit of " charitv to all ;ment in the spirit of " charity to all ;
after which the Chairman wished to
all present a good night , a h(appy
new year, and the proceedings ,
which , from first to last , appeared
highl y interesting to all present , ter
minated.

CORRESPONDENCE. ]25



PETITION FOR COMPLETE RELI-
GIOUS LIBERTY.

The following Petition was adopted
by the Congregational Meeting'* of
the Unitarians in Hull , on Sunday,
February 17th.

To the Honourable the Commons
oJLiiieJJnited Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland in Parliament
assembled.

The Petition of the undersigned ,
being members of the congregation
of Unitarian Christians assembling
in Bowl Alley Lane, Hull , and other
friends of religious liberty .

Showeth ,
That your petitioners, being Dis-

senters from the Established Church ,
avow by the very fact of their dis-
sent the principle, * That no human
authority has a right to inter fere
with any man's religious opinions
and modes of worship,—that all
religious sects ought to be on a foot-
ing of perfect equality as regards
civil rights and privileges , none
favoured , none proscribed ; and that
any distribution of political powers,
literary and scientific honours, or
worldly advantages , which is found-
ed on the profession of peculiar
religious opinions , is hostile to the
spirit of true religion , and fatal to
the sincerity of many, while it forms
no part of the duty of the civil ma-
gistrate, whose cognizance properly
extends to actions only, and not to
opinions.

That your petitioners entreat the
Reformed House of Commons to
provide for the perfect freedom of
conscience, and the absolute equality
of all denominations of religious
professors in the British dominions.

More particularly, they heg your
Honourable House to enact that no
British subject shall be compelled to
contribute in any way, directl y or
indirectly, to the support of any
form of worship which he does not
approve.

To place beyond the possibility of
legal doubt the exemption of Dis-

senting places of worship from pa-
rish assessments, the levying of
which, you r petitioners understand ,
is not unfrequentl y attempted in a
vexatious , and, as they believe,
illegal manner.

To provide a legal syste m of re-
gistering births, which shall not in-
v^lTê tlre~absuTdity-"of—supposing
that every child born in the king-
dom is baptized according to the
forms of the establishment.

To enact a law of marriage, by
which the civil magistrate may be
satisfied of the validity of the con-
tract, without interfering with the
religious opinions of the parties,
they being left at liberty to celebrate
a religious service of their own, or
not, on the occasion , as they may
judge proper or expedients

To open the national seats of
learning to all religious sects with-
out exception or preference, by the
abolition of subscription to articles,
whether on entrance or in competi-
tion'for honours.

To remove the cruel- disabilities
under which the Jewish subjects of
this kingdom labour, as regards the
law of property , as well as their ex-
clusion from places of trust and pro-
fit ;  and thus to put them in posses-
sion of the same civil rights as are
enj oyed by his Maj esty 's subjects in
general*

To erase all laws sanctioning
legal prosecutions for the avowal of
opinion , and enacting a profession
of religious faith as a necessary
qualification for office.

On the subject of internal reform
in the Church by law established ,
your petitioners forbear to express
any opinion whatever, except so far
as! the principres of religious equality
above avowed may be app licable to
any of jUs details. Their only wish
is, to be placed themselves, and to
see all other citizens of the kingdom
placed , on a footing of perfect reli*
gious equality. They disclaim all
hostility against the Established
Church as a religiqus society ; but

126 INTELLIGENCE AND



they would wish to see it trusting
solely to the voluntary regard of. its
members , and depending, like the
Dissenting Churches , entirely on its
own resourses and its own usefulness.

Your petitioners therefore entreat
your Honourable House to complete
the great , but still partial, measures
o£-jns.t i.ce_jftJiLciL-ha-\:e-bee.n-reGentl>y
accorded to Unitarian Christians ,
to Protestant Dissenters generall y,
and to Catholics, by the abolition of
every remaining restriction on the
religious rights of British subje cts.

And your Petitioners, &c.

and your affectionate interest in my
welfare, are a source of the purest
and liveliest satisfaction to my mind.
The conviction imparted by nume-
rous testimonies of your approbation
of my services, has operated as a
powerfu l stimulus during my extra
exertions, and will animate me to
«ecure^thai;̂ go"o^"î i'nfoTr^KicH~il"iF
ray happiness at present to possess.

I remain, my Christian Friends, in
every sentiment of respectful grati*
tude, your much obliged pastor,

W. J. Bake well.
March 8, 1833.

subjects has been delivered at the
Octagon Chapel , Norwich, by the
Rev. W, J. Bakewell, to Very nume-
rous and highly attentive congre-
gations.

To express , in a slight degree,
their sense of the benefit conferred
on the cause of Unitarianism, by the
able maiitier in which the various
subjects had been treated ; their ap-
preciation of the talent , research ,
and zeal evinced by their pastor ;
and their affectionate gratitude for
the benefit and pleasure they had
themselves derived from his volun-
tary exertions , some of the congrega-
tion presented Mr. Bakewell with a
purse containing above £27> which
was conveyed to him by a depu-
tation.

At the Annual Meeting, the Trea-
surer, Rev. T. Drummond, after
presenting a satisfac tory report of
the state of the Society, read the
following letter from the Rev, W. J.
Bakewell, addressed to the members
of the Octagon Congregation.

My Christian - Friends,-—I re-
turn you my sincere thanks for the
additional mark which I have lately
received of your candou r, kindness,
and generosity, conveyed to me in a
manner most gratif ying to my feel-
ln gs, for the assurances, which ac-
companied your handsome present,
of your approbation of my lectures,
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A Meeting of the Somerset and
Dorset Unitarian Association will be
held at Bridport on Good Friday,
April 5th. The Rev. J. Jenkins,
M.A. of Yeovil , has kindly con-
sented to preach on the occasion.
There will also be a religious Ser-
vice in the evening $ and it is hoped
that, the Rev^ W, James, of Bridg-
water, will occupy the pulpit.

E. W.

X XJ J t X U Kt *J V/ JL ni/i M I J I M  v v mw v v w v m i  n *¥ »*

the Manchester Village Missionary
Society.

Swinxon, (Lancashire,) hearers

Jlhe twenty-first general meeting
is appointed for Thursday , April 4th,
and Good Friday, the 5tb. On
Thursday evening the Rev. W. Duf-
field , late of Thome, now of Stockton
upon Tees, is engaged to preach ;
and on Friday morning the services,
of Miv Worsley of Cr ainsbfo* are
expected. In the evening of Friday,
a public religious meeting is ap-
pointed to be held in the chapel.
On the Sunday evening following, a
sermon for the Thorne Sunday-school
is to be preached by Mr. Higginson ,
of Hull ; and on the Monday the
scholars are to hold their anniver-
sary.

During the last winter a course of HULL, EAST YORKSHIRE, AND
NORTH LINCOLIsrJSHi&E UNITA-
RIAN ASSOCIATION.

UNITAKIAN STATZSTICS.
/• « i  . i 1 . 1



aftern oon 40; evening 62 ; scholars
116 ; teachers 28.

Astley, (Lancashire,) hearers 64;
scholars 114 ; teachers 29.

Oldham, (Lancashire,) hearers 8 ;
scholars 34 ; teachers 3.

PADiHAM ,(Lancashire,) hearers 80;
scholars 200.
^OWiTHrr^
ers 34.

Moneyash, (Derbyshire,)^ hear-
ers 42.

AsHFORD ,(Derbyshire,)hearers 72;
scholars 50*

Fj lagg, (Derbyshire,) hearers 54.
SHELDON,(Derbyshire,)hearers 35.

J. R. BeaW Secretary.
Bridport.—Mr. Cree requests that

we ' wi ll correct our corrections,'
(referring to the Unitarian Chroni-
cle for September and November,)
Since the former statement of the
numbers of the Brid port Unitarian
Congregation is correct. They are
as follows :—Morning 300 to 400 ;
evening 400 to 500 ; F. L. S, 80
girls ; 60 buoys.

New Church : M. John Ash-
worth, morning 100, afternoon 250
to 300. F. S. boys 108, girls 132.

Kawtenstall, M. Two miles from
New Church. Edmund Taylor.

The Rev. J. H. BEARD begs to state, that
he has removed to an Establishment where
he will be able to receive Twelve instead of
Six Boarders, and also a small additional
number of Day Scholars.

Mr. Beard has been careful to adopt such
improvements ou the old system of instruc-
tion as have received the sanction of enlight-
ened experience, and to procure such assist-
ance as will enable him to realize his plans,
While the Classics are studied with that at-
tention which, their importance claims, the
routine of the School comprises, in addition
to Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, the
English and French languages, Geography,
the elements of Science, Mathematics, His-
tory, and the Belles Lettres.

Discipline is maintained without the use
of corporal punishment, except in extreme
cases. To the moral and religious culture of
his boarders Mr. Beard devotes special care,
and makes it his study to secure for them as
large a share of domestic superintendence and
comfort as possible. Connected with the
establishment is a large and carefully selectod
school . Library ; also a spacious enclosed
Play-ground. The situation is airy and
pleasant.—Each boarder has a separate bed.
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At Sheffield , Dec. 29, 1832, in the
78th year of his age, Mr. Joseph
Fisher. He had been a member of
the Unitarian congregation assem-
bling in the Upper Chapel in that
town for upwards of sixty years.
He was a kind husband , an affection-
ate father , constant in his attendance
on public worship, and a regular
communicant at the table of the
Lord . He was a steady and con^
sistent friend of civil and religious
liberty, of national as well as indi-
vidual rights , and he had the hap-
piness of seeing those rights , to a
certain extent , recognised. It has
been often asserted that Unitarianism
is incapable of affording satisfaction
in the hour of dissolution , but his

OBITUARY.

ADVERTISEMENT.

family had a striking example to the
contrary, for on the evening pre-
ceding his death , he supported a
long and animated conversation with
a friend on the comfort and satisfac-
tion which he had derived from his
own peculiar views of Christianity .
His remains were interred in the
bu rial-gTou nd-attach ed t̂o-th e-U-pper
Chapel , and on the following Lord's
day, an appropriate discourse was
delivered by the Rev. N. Philipps,
D. D. from 1 Cor. xv. 39, 40.

1833, March 4, at Bridport , after
a long and painful illness, borne with
exemplary patience and resignation,
Charlotte , the wife of the Rev.
Robert Cree.

several Communications are unavoidably
postponed for want of room.
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